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TO NEW READERS' OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest invitation to them 
to become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. 
i We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paper. 

Tae TaurH SEEKER is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. 

The Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year to one who appreci 
ates plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. : 

TBE TRUTH SEEKER constantly prints the most yaried and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal. 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Public ean be found 
in Tue Trora SEEKER, and that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The 
Liberal speakers send us accounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 
cause of Liberalism through the colums of Tur Truru Seeker. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of oür movement there 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as will surely make every English Secularist living in this country and Canada want,to 
read Tue Trora SzrkER. George E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns. As the “Man With the Badge Pin," he is known to nearly all the Liberals of the country 


. and we are willing to make him known to more. 
Tug Trura SEEKER gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiasties 


upon the People's Liberties. 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion or religious observances.. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. : 

“The Sunday Question is now to the front all over the country. On that Taz TRUTH SEEKER will voice the demands of 
the Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
found so sturdily defended. 

i To sum it up, Tae TRUTH SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought journal in the world, and if you are a Liberal 
or Freethinker, you want it and ought. to take it. We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and then decide. 
 Bigots and fanaties, we suppose, wouldn't take it on any terms. ; 

SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 
ese offers, or send $3 for a Year’s subsoription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


PUTNAM. — 


BY SAMUEL P. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historie Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary; Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, "n 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 

l Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 


from the chains and slavery of a barbarie ereed and church. l m 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. NE 

> The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Government and Politics. , Woman's Emancipation. 


Philosophy.| Science. |, Education and Literature. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume, Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell, Spencer. Burns. Emerson, Jefferson. Sumner, Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln, Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 


G Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. O. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 


L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Hey wood, 


Horace Seaver, 
J.P. Mendun, . 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 


Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
T. C. Leland, W. Foote, D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


nd other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about ; 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of histowy, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
. This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
^ Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


— 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 


Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled . 


to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 


We need more subscribers to Tur | 


TaurH SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 

Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGH T, 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, io aid our friends in. 
getting this book for themselves, we 


will offer 


To the New Subscribers as a , 


Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated | 


By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of . 


W., 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
n HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically illustrated,” or W, S. Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
by post- or express, . 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
acriber, as they get THE TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 


{seribers and $12 ($3 only 


from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 
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ingly low price. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED EY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - JANUARY 6, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance.............. ee eere nee ES 

One subscription two years, in advance.. 

Two new subscribers..........eecceee esses enne hne terere 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 

One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remite ' 
tance. —————M—— T 


TRDOOL cu indus A ERR Ee ERR COURSE Ek EWRERERKAERR NA ERU. ERE AY YA 50 
One subsoription with four. new subsoribers, in one remit- 
tanco.. ..10 00 
Any number over five “at ‘the same rate, invariably with | one 
remittance. 


ee aa ae 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payavleto E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. ` 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


. For $6.50 we will send Tue Trurn SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tam Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tue Trorn Seeker one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tue Trurs SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tus Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and * The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book " 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tur TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tae TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and « Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
‘which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 


present readers will call the attention of their 


friends to the values offered. 


| sumptuous Infidel. 


Something About the Bible. 


Sometime since a Christian handed one of our 
subscribers a tract issued by the American Tract 
Society. It is No. 31 and. must hav been written 
many years ago, for its arguments are fairly musty 


| with age and the writer of it appears to hav looked, 


upon Deism as the great enemy of his precious 
Bible. Apparently he had not heard of Agnosticism, 
Atheism, Monism, and modern science. Although 
there are many more agreeable and cleanly occupa- 
tions than threshing over this moldy chaff, which 
has been worn down almost into impalpable dust; 
nevertheless some profit may accrue therefrom, be- 
cause there are yet millions of people to whom the 
sophisms and inanities of this tractarian will seem 
logical and conclusiv, utterly demolishing the pre- 
Such an admission concerning 
the mental incapacity of our race is not libelous, 
although it might appear to be so to one not well 
acquainted with the limitations of the average be- 
liever. “But it is all very. pitiful. However, let us seg 
what our author has to say in support of his propo- 
sition that “The Bible is no Cheat”: 

*tThe scriptures are the work of bad men, or devils; or 
good men, or God." . 

It is the fatal weakness.of religion that its 
devotees cannot be satisfied with what is natural 
and reasonable. Put the Bible into the hands of 
an intelligent man who had been prejudiced neither 
in its favor nor against it and he would say, after 
reading it from beginning to end, that it was un- 
doubtedly written by men who were very limited in 
knowledge, who were easily impressed with the 
unusual and unexplained, and that some of them 
were unquestionably given to the use of figurativ 
and extravagant language. As to their moral char- 
acter he would declare that some were evidently 
criminals, some good men, and that the others were 
scattered along between these two extremes. 

* Bad men always hate the Bible, often persecute it, 
and would never hav been the authors of a book enjoining 
such strict holiness, and laying sin under such an awful 
curse.” 

Of course these are merely unsupported asser- 
tions. Sensible persons know that bəlief in the 
Bible is no guarantee of good behavior. Nearly 


of the history of Christian nations as a wholesale 
murderer and heartless persecutor was a devout 
believer in the Bible. Protestant and Catholic 
alike are marked with the bar sinister of blood. 
And Biblical texts hav been the shibboleths on the 
lips of the most cruel torturers and destroyers of 
theirkind. Eight short words—* Thou shalt not suf- 
fer a witch to liv"—hav caused more suffering than 
the pen of man can measure or describe. As to the 
«strict holiness” enjoined by the Bible it must be 
remembered, as we hay previously pointed out, that 
the Bible is neither all bad nor all good. Ifa God 
is needed to account for the good precepts in it, is 
not then a devil required to account for the bad 
precepts? Taking the volume through and through 
there is just as much evidence in support of the 
theory that it was written by a devil as there is in 
support of the Christian’s assumption that it was 
written by a god. Which of them, to illustrate, is 
responsible for the eleventh verse of the second 
chapter of second Thess.: * God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie”? 
Or Deut. xiv, 21: “Ye shall not eat anything that 
dieth of itself ; thou shalt giv it unto the stranger that 
isin thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou may- 
est sell it unto an alien"? Or 1 Tim. ii, 11: 
“Tet woman learn in silence with all subjection. 
But I suffer not a woman to teach”? 


fluence of the persecutor himself. 


‘lone hundred human souls. 


every man whose name is written across the pages | 


And so on’ 
linterminably. Regarding the “awful curse” under 


which sin was said to hav been laid it is’ sufficient 
to say that the doctrin of eternal torment was the 
cause of millions of atrocities. 
lieved the damnable dogma were ready for any 
crime against man if there seemed to be a chance 


Men who really be- : 


that the murder of a Jew or a heretic would insure 


their own little souls safe passage into heaven, or 


remove a false teacher who, living, would jeopard- 
ize the salvation of their ehildren or weaken the in- 
And they found 
in this precious Bible ample authority for the 
destruction of unbelievers.. Read these passages: 


** Tf thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or 
thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, 
which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, 
Let us go and serve other gods, * Namely, of the 
gods of the people which are round about you. 

Thou shalt not consent unto him; neither shall thine eye 
pity him; neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou 
conceal him; but thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand 


‘shall be first upon him to put him to death, and after- 


wards the hand of all the people " (Deut. xiii, 6-9). 
“If there come any unto you, and bring not this doc» 
trin, receive him not into your house" (2 John i, 10), 
“If any man preach any other gospel unto you than 
that ye hav received, let him be accursed.” (Gal. i, 9). 


To quote again from the tract : 
“ Devils would never hav originated a book which ex- 


poses their hateful character, and strikes a blow at the 
heart of their kingdom.” 


"While rational men and women of this age could 
not indulge the supposition that a devil wrote or 
inspired any book, it may be said, in passing, that no 
smart devil need be ashamed of the record his folks 
made in the old time, if the Bible is accepted as 
authentic history. God was involved in far more 
discreditable transactions than the “adversary,” 
and the latter almost invariably got the better of 
God. It is admitted, also, that if the orthodox 
* gcheme" works as it is predicted to do, the devil 
will get, at the lowest estimate, ninety-nine of every 
As the writer of 
Matthew tersely puts it, attributing the words to 
Jesus : 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate 

and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat. Because strait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it.” 
. Not a very severe blow at the heart of the devil’s 
kingdom, is it? To be sure the “bottomless pit” 
may eventually become slightly overcrowded, but 
‘doubtless the devil will be able to colonize some of 
his subjects elsewhere. He has always shown him- 
self to be very resourceful, or there are a prodigious 
number of liars in the pay of Uhristianity. 

**Good men, though the amanuenses of God, were not 
the authors of the scriptures, for they profess to write 
by divine inspiration; which, if they did not, they were 
gross impostors, and not good men,” 

Well, we are dealing with the human writers of 
the Bible, good, bad, and mixed. We can never 
know that they were inspired; if they were, the 
revelation was to them and not to us; we hav it 
only at second, third, sixth, or twentieth-hand, 
through the original writers, the transcribers, the 
translators, the collators, the modifiers, and all the 
rest of them. There is no doubt that there were 
plenty of impostorsin the outfit. God said he would 
put a lying spirit in the mouths of his prophets, and 
Paul appears to hav had a tender side for guile. 
Mosheim, the church historian, says of the Christians . 
of the first centuries of this era: “It was an estab- 
lished maxim with many Christians, that it was 
pardonable in an advocate for religion to avail him- 
self of fraud and deception, if it were likely they 
might conduce toward the attainment of any con- 
siderable good” (Eccles. His.). 

But did all the Bible writers claim to speak by 


4 


divine inspiration? Did not some of them admit 
that they wrote only from tradition? In fact, 
what Bible author except the crazy showman of 
Revelations, distinctly says that he was inspired! 
What does Luke mean when he says in the open- 
ing verses of h's first chapter? 

** Forasmuch as many hav taken in hand to set forth in 
order a declaration of those things which are most surely 
believed among us, even as they delivered them unto 
us, which from the beginning were eye-witnesses, and 
ministers of the word; it seemed good to me also, having 
had perfect understanding of all things from the very 
first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent The- 
ophilus,” ete. 

Here he claims no more than that he had a “ per- 
fect understanding " of certain things because those 
«which from the beginning were eye-witnesses" had 
* delivered them unto us," by oral tradition, evi- 
dently, because they had not before “been set 
forth in order.” 

**'The only remaining supposition is, that God is the 
real author of the Bible. And is it not in every way 
worthy of such an author—in the sublimity of its doc- 
trins, in the pureness of its morality, in the benevolence 
of its Spi in the consolation it affords in affliction and 
death?” 


We hav already shown that the reasonable sup- | 


position is that the Bible was written by men of 
various degrees of moral worth and unworth, and 
possessing only a very limited knowledge of the 
world in which they lived. Now, as to the alleged 
specific intrinsic evidences of its divine origin—is 
the “ sublimity of its doctrins” found in this? 

“In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor 
that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the 
.king of Assyria the head, and the hair of the feet: and it 
shall also consume the beard " (Isa. vii, 20). 

* Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six 
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he 
covered his feet, and with twain he did fly " (vi, 2.) 

. ** Thou shalt make three fringes upon the four quarters 
of thy vesture " (Deut. xxii, 12). 

Do these exemplify the *pureness of its moral- 
ity”? 

** And he said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel. Put every man his sword by his side, and go in 
and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay 
every man his brother, and every man his companion, 
and every man his neighbor" (Ex. xxxii, 27). 

** And they warred against the Midianites, as the Lord 
commanded Moses; and they slew all the males. . 
And Moses said unto them, Hav ye saved all the women 
alive? Now therefore kill every male among the 
little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man 
by lying with him. But all the women children, that hav 
not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for your- 
selva” (Num. xxxi, 7, 15, 17, 18). 

We cannot quote the worst of these “Bible aids 
to morality." There is so ‘much that is vile in this 
“word of God” that Liberals who hav compiled 
pamphlets composed entirely of such matter hav 
been persecuted under the laws against obscenity 
by Christians who talk solemnly of the elevating in- 
fluence of the Bible! And what shall we say of the 
“benevolence ” of the spirit of this book? Again 
we will let it speak for itself: 

“Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou 
shalt hav, shall be of the heathen that are round about 
you; of them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. 
Moreover of the children of the strangers that do sojourn 
among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their families 
that are with you, which they begat in your land; and 
they shall be your possession. And ye shall take them as 
an inheritance for your children after you, to inherit them 
for a possession; they shall be your bondmen forever” 
(Lev. xxv, 44-46). 

** And if aman smite his servant, or his maid, with a 
rod, and he die under his hand; he shall be surely pun- 
ished. Notwithstanding, if he continue & day or two, he 
shall not be punished: for he is his money” (Ex. xxi, 
20, 21. 

** Servants be subject to your masters with all fear; not 
only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward” 
(1 Peter ii, 18). 

As to “the consolation it affords in affliction and 
death,” it may be somewhat soothing to the few 
who know they are sure of heaven, but to the 
masses of “outbreaking sinners,” and those who 
are in doubt as to the sufficiency of their passports, 
the Christian creed, if they really believe it, must be 
& nightmare of perpetual horror. How must the 
Christian mother of the criminal feel when she con- 
templates the never-ending torments of the damned, 
knowing that her precious, even if wayward, son 
had not repented and been washed in the atoning 
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blood ere he died—that he was cut off in the midst 
of his wrong-doing and plunged unshrived into 
the seething caldron of God’s unassuagable ven- 
geance? And millions hav known the unspeakable 
agony that wrings the loving heart which believes 
that its beloved are forever shut out from mercy 
and doomed to anguish indescribable through eon 
unto eon. If it be said that few Protestant Chris- 
tians now believe in hell, it is sufficient to say that 
this statement is not true; that the masses yet be- 
lieve. Those who hav abandoned the belief and 
who yet cling to the Bible hav had the old-time 
weight lifted from their hearts, not by that book, 
but by their Joss of faith in one of the most essen- 
tial factors of the Christian “ plan of redemption,” 
and that emancipation is due to education, science, 
Freethought. There is yet more to be said in re- 
gard to the “consolation” which the Bible affords 
the dying. What comfort can the Christian be- 
liever in immortality derive from these passages ? 


** As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he 
that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. He 
shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place 
know him any more ” (Job ii, 9, 10). 


** For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth 
beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, 
so dieth the other; yea, they hav all one breath; so that a 
man hath no pre-eminence above a beast: for all is van- 
ity. All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all 
turn to dust again " (Eccle. iii, 19, 20). 

This subject will receve further attention soon. 

m 
Still Misrepresenting Sunday Opening. 

The American Sabbath Union held its fifth anni- 
versary in this city a short time since. Among the 
resolutions adopted was this : 

** Resolved, That we render hearty thanks to God for 
the vindication of the Sabbath at the Columbian Fair. 
His ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our 
thoughts. His enemies kept open the Columbian gates, 
but he made their wrath to praise him. The covered 
exhibits, the meager attendance, the conspicuous absence 
of workingmen, the unmistakable opposition of public 
sentiment, together with the financial loss entailed by 
Sunday opening, make it certain that no similar attempt 
of such colossal proportions will ever be made to over. 
throw in America the sanctity of the Lord’s day.” 

If God “vindicated the Sabbath” anywhere, it 
was not at the Fair, but rather in Congress, fright- 
ened out of all regard for the Constitution and 
equal rights by the clamors of the clergy and the 
forged and stuffed petitions poured into that body 
by the American Sabbath Union and its allies. The 
talk about “his ways” and “our ways ” is a virtual 
confession that the Sabbatarians do not think they 
were victorious, spite of all their crowing. The 
“covered exhibits” prove nothing but the narrow- 
ness or cowardice of those who covered them. In 
several cases state buildings were closed by the 
votes of the state legislature, which had surrendered 
to the Sabbatarians a year or more before the Fair 
opened, and before the common-sense people had 
awakened to the situation. The attendance was 
“meager” only because the Fair was practically 
closed by the covering of exbibits, the stoppage of 
the machinery, and the failure of the directory to 
provide any compensating attractions. The heavy 
attendance of the last four Sundays—reaching one 
hundred and forty thousand the last Sunday—shows 
very conclusivly what Sunday opening would hav 
been for the people had the business been con- 
ducted in a sensible way, in calm defiance of the 
meddling pietists. 

Workingmen could not afford to pay fifty cents 
admission to a show which bigotry and inefficiency 
had shorn of the major portion of its attractivness. 
But the attendance toward the close of the Fair 
tells the real story. If there was financial loss it 
was due, not to Sunday opening, but to Sunday 
closing. Such talk as that of the American Sabbath 
Union resolution is equivalent to the assertion that a 
merchant who keeps open but three days in the 
week has small sales because he kept open those 
three days! 

The pretense of interest in the welfare of the 
workers is well exposed by the chatter about “the 
sanctity of the Lord’s day.” Not that they hav any 
fears that laboring people will be injured by exces- 
siv work consequent upon the Sunday opening of 
places of instruction and amusement do the Sunday 


worshipers bombard Congress and legislatures with 
petitions and heaven with prayers against rational 
use of the first day of the week. They are not 
really worrying about “rest;” it is the “sanctity " 
of their bread-winning day that causes them so 
so much anxiety and induces them to work so hard 
in behalf of the Puritan Sabbath. 


Wanted—New Subscribers. 


We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Tus Trurn SrrxzR. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. he church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read THe TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase:in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasignal “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the piper aon 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell's “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Tus Truru Srexer. Weare willing 
to doour part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our reud- 
ers will take advantage of the terras offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 
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Liberals Who Stand Up to Be Counted. , 

In Santa Ana, California, there is a public read- 
ing room. There lay upon the tables Tux Trots 
Szrxrn, the Investigator, and other Freethought 
publications. This was too much for some Chris- 
tians. "The sight of the Liberal papers made them 
blind to justice. Of course their own papers had 
the same chance that the others had, but that would 
never do. What business has an Infidel to claim 
fair play for himself and his belief? The Christian 
papers must be granted a monopoly. So some one 
objected to the Freethought papers, and off they 
went. Then the bigots were happy. But their joy 
was of short duration: The glucose of intolerance 
turned to gall and wormwood in their mouths. 
Mr. D. M. Baker, of the Standard, was the alchemist 
who wrought the transmutation. He quietly filed 
a protest against the Christian papers, and off the 
reading room tables they went. It was neatly and 
.effectivly done. But how it did hurt! Such a cry 
of outraged innocence as went up from the rigidly 
righteous! Hearing it, and being uninformed to 


the contrary, you would hav supposed that the dear’ 


pious souls were being persecuted by the wicked 
heretics. However, they are checkmated for once, 
for there is a free paper in Santa Ana, and so the 
truth is sure to be laid before the general public. 
Our subscriber, Mr. Theophilus Hirst, says in the 
Standard, referring to the exclusion of Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER and Investigator : 


“To exclude these two papers from the tables of the 
Santa Ana Free Library is a disgrace to this city, which 
proves it far behind the age in which we liv. It is a 
flagrant violation of the individual rights of a large class 
of the reading publie of this city. It is an act of narrow 
religious intolerance and petty tyranny resulting from 
deep-rooted prejudices and a mean spirit of persecution. 
If the editor of the Standard has given the aggressors 
more than they bargained for, it is their own fault and 
serves them right. Aggression deserves to get back all 
it givs with good interest to boot.” 

The Standard says editorially : 


**'When the churches let the people's literature alone 
they will never hav theirs disturbed. They are welcome, 
80 far as Freethinkers are concerned, to all the religious 
trash and nonsense they can pile up, but we claim the 
right to introduce the intelligent literature of the day as 
an offset against their creeds, dogmas, and hideous 
theories, A Freethinker never. oppresses anyone. He 
asks for no proscriptiv legislation; restrains ‘no one’s 
opinions by force or law. The sectarian saints 
are kicking on the objections filed by D. M. Baker to their 
literature. We simply ask, Who began this fuss? If you 
don’t like the medicin, withdraw your objections and hav 
areading-room. A Freethinker pays taxes and has equal 
rights with all of you. Take your medicin or act with 
common sense. Giv the Freethinkers their literature, 
which they pay for, and you can hav yours. The day of 
church proscription is passed.” 

Good for the Santa Ana Liberals! To Free- 
thinkers everywhere they say by their acts: “Go 
and do likewise !” 


Mr. Charles Watts will contribute the second’ in- 
stallment of news and views from England to Tux 
Trurs SEEKER of January 13th. 


In the American Catholic Quarterly, the Jesuit 


father, James Conway, says the Pope is infallible 
when he approves of religious orders but not when 
he suppresses them.’ Even the most zealous sup- 
porters of authority don’t like the lash when it is 
laid across their own shoulders. 


The Sunday paper contains a deal of foolish 
stuff, but what an improvement it is over church 
services! By the by, papers issued on the other 
days of the week contain a vast amount of rubbish, 
but who thinks of suppressing them on that ac- 
count? You understand why not? They don't so 
directly compete with the ministers as the Sunday 
issue does. _ 


President Andrew D. White, writing of the Chris- 


tian prejudice against the Jews, records this: ‘As ]* 


late as the middle of the seventeenth century, when 
the city council of Halle, in Wurtemberg, gave some 
privileges to a Jewish physician, ‘on account of his 
admirable experience and skill,’ the clergy of the 
city joined in a protest, declaring that ‘it were bet- 
ter to die with Christ than to be cured by a Jew 
doctor aided by the devil.” Precisely the same 


spirits of ignorance and bigotry are rampant in the 
United States to-day. Names usurp the place of 
merit. 


Talmage brings suit against a publishing firm of 
this city. for printing as a speech of Wendell 
Phillips a sermon which the Brooklyn pulpiteer de- 
livered some twenty years ago. If the book pub- 
lishers did this thing it is to be hoped they will be 
mulcted in heavy damages, for the American people 
cannot afford to permit the name of Wendell Phil- 


Jips to be smirched by such a miserable libel. 


In Tae Terura Szexer of January 20th we shall 
publish an exposé of the Roman Catholie parochial 
school teaching. It will include extracts from their 
school-books, exposing their falsification of history, 
and the relation of the Roman Catholic church to 
science. In the face of the facts we shall giv, the 
attempt to induce the state to place our public 
schools in charge of the church seems most mon- 
strous. We hope Freethinkers will circulate this 
issue of Tue Truru Srexer freely. It will do good. 


It not infrequently happens that people who 
think that they are so :uperior to others as to be 
above all obligation to treat them as equals, woe- 
fully overestimate their own assets. This was true 
in the case of Professor Bishop, of St. Petersburg. 
Says tte London Woman’s Herald: “He was a 
violent opponent of woman suffrage, his chief argu- 
ment against it being that the average weight of a 
man’s brain was 1,350 grams, while. that of a wo- 
man’s was only 1,250. When his own brain was 
weighed it was found to be five grams less in weight 
than what he bad declared to be the average for 
women’s brains.” 

a INT 

Divorce is dual murder! So avers F. Herbert 
Stead in the Independent. He puts it this way: 

“Jesus has laid down the law and the ideal of the home 
with rare explicitness. Now shall we not as individuals 
and as churches resolve to combine to maintain this de- 
cree of the Christ against allcomers? He has declared 
the ethically irrefragable nature of marriage; it is a 
personal unity created by God—a two-fold life as real and 
distinct as the single life, the willful destruction of which 
is two-fold murder.” 

Therefore, when a judge releases from the marital 
tie a woman whe has for years been terrorized and 
maltreated by a drunken, violent vagabond, the 
dispenser of justice is a double murderer! Sweet 
Jesus, what logic, law, and humanity! | 


Old Boreas placed violent hands upon the bustle 
of the snug schooner Gertrude Summers on Christ- 
mas week, and pushed her up the Jersey coast in 
such good time that Capt. Silas Latham sold his 
eargo of 16,000 pounds of bluefish and ate his 
Christmas turkey under the eye of Mrs. Latham. 
When he came back from Noank he called here to 
geb some reading matter to while away the evenings 
on his next voyage, and when he departed $25 
worth of bluefish were left with the editor to 
spread Freethought. The captain has done this 
to us before. and seems to hay great luck in fishing, 
whether in consequence thereof, or in spite of it, 
we leave for the theologians to determin. But at 
any rate, the Gertrude Summers has the best wishes 
of all around here. And we hope she will poke 
her nose into a school of a million bluefish and get 
them all aboard! 


The Independent is not pleased at the prospect 
of the admission of Utah as a state. The act of 
admission provides this irrevocable ordinance: 

**'That perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall be 
secured and no inhabitant of said state shall ever be 


molested in person or property on account of his or her 
mode of religious worship." 


This, the Zndependent complains, is not enough ; 
“there is no constitutional provision which can pre- 
vent the Mormon priesthood from tyrannizing in 
state matters.” Our contemporary speaks advisedly. 
It knows that similar and stronger guarantees in 
the United States Constitution and in state bills of 
rights hav not prevented the Protestant and Catho- 
lie priesthoods from tyrannizing in national and 


state matters. But it has not the honesty to say 
so frankly. It fights the Mormon priesthood, not 
because it is a priesthood, but because it is not iis 
priesthood, because it is a rival hierarchy. 


MU eI en ER 
Everybody knows that everything can be proved 


and every “reform” supported by the Bible, but 
even this general knowledge hardly prevents us be 
ing surprised when suddenly confronted with the 
specific statement that Jesus was probably a vege- 
tarian! 
claim that the Bible is favorable to total abstinence 
and prohibition ean never be surpassed in marvel- 
ousness by any new tax upon our credulity; but, 
nevertheless, when Rev. Henry S. Chubb, of Phila- 
delphia, founds a church of which no one not a 
vegetarian can become a member, and calls the 
church “Bible Christian," and in his paper, Food, 
Home, and Garden, avers that the fish Jesus is said 
to hav eaten may hav been lotus or seaweed, we 
cannot help asking, * What next?” 
Galilee must hav been rich indeed in vegetable 
growths to furnish sustenance to so many fisher- 
men! 
reform that the Bible worshiper will not seize upon 
when it becomes measurably popular, and fraudu 
lently label * Christian ” ? 


Of course the ludicrous and mendacious 


The Sea of 


Is there any conceivable reform or supposed 


eg 
Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts has resigned the editorship 


of the Christian Statesman, the National Reform 
organ. 
lates his work for * Sabbath reform” during the last 
five years. 
it, that they may see the extent to which govern- 


In the last issue of that paper he recapitu- 
All friends of Freethought should read 


ment by preacher has already gone in this country, 
and understand something of what it threatens for 
the future. He thinks of establishing in Washing- 
ton a “National Bureau of Reforms,” which will 
work against various “un-American elements in the 
lobby" of Congress. Herrick Johnson, Joseph 
Cook, Mrs. J. C. Bateman, and other like “ reform- 
ers” will be associ&ted with him. What will the 
Freethinkers of the United States do to establish at 
the national capital a Freethought Bureau? It is 
imperativly necessary that the enemies of religious 
liberty and social justice be sharply watched and 
effectivly antagonized. We cannot afford to hav 
any more religious legislation by Congress. Al- 
ready too many precedents hav been established. 
This country was dedicated to freedom, and it was de- 
creed that church and state should be separate. It 
cannot be denied by any honest and intelligent per- 
son that the ship of state is rapidly drifting from 
her seculat moorings out into the rock-torn waters 
of ecclesiasticism. We must at once bring her back 
to her safe anchorage or meet wreck and death in 
the near future. 

‘ BERLIN, Dec. 28.—Emperor William arranged an ex- 
hibition at Wildpark this afternoon for the empress and 
their children. Half a company of chasseurs chased the 
pheasants in the Sans Souci preserves toward the garden 
in front of the new palace, where his majesty, standing 
on the step, shot one hundred and forty-three of them, 
the gamekeepers handing him guns ones after another. 
Afterward the emperor moved to the main front of the 
palace and shot eighty-seven more pheasants. The em- 
press and family and the members of the imperial suite 
and household watched the shooting from the palace 
windows.” 

That is your very pious emperor, the man who es- 
teems himself, before all other men in Germany, the 
favorite of God; the man who claims that he is 
divinely commissioned to rule and rob the people 
of that country. Probably he would hav thought 
it little less than treason to himself and blasphemy 
against God had his wife or his children or any 
member of “the imperial suite or household” de- 
clined to be brutalized by watching his heroic 
slaughter of some hundreds of helpless birds. 
Christian flunkeys hav much to say of the great 
piety of this young Hohenzollern, and no doubt 
deem it very fortunate for his children that they 
hav so “good” a father to look after their moral 
training, while the children of Freethinkers are 
subjected to such terribly demoralizing influences ! 
But what Freethinker would arrange for his chil- 
dren such a hardening, distorting, cruel, crime- 
breeding “exhibition” as that which the “God- 
sent” ruler of Germany provided for those whose 
father he is, unfortunately? 


HISTORIC MEANS OF GRACE + 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANU 


Persuasive Implements by Virtue of g% O Z 


Which the Religion of Love Was 
Made Trivmphant. 


"RECOMMENDED BY THE HOLY INQUISITION.” 
“J UBED to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, | 
* how our fathers persecuted mankind. But I 
never appreciated it. I read it, but it did not burn 
itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate the. 
infamies that have been committed in the name of 
religion until I saw the iron arguments that Chris- 
tians used. I saw the *thumbserew'—two little 
pieces of iron, armed on the inner surfaces with. 
protuberances to prevent their slipping; through 
each end a screw uniting the two pieces. And 
when some man denied the efficacy of baptism, or 
maybe said, ‘I do not believe that a fish ever swal- 
lowed a man to keep him from drowning;’ then 
they put his thumb between these pieces of iron, and 
in the nameof universallove and forgiveness began to 
screw these pieces together. When this was done 
most men said, ‘I wil recant.’”. “The man who 
would not recant was not forgiven. They screwed 
the thumbscrews down to the last pang, and then: 
threw their victim into some dungeon, where, in the. 
throbbing silence and darkness, he might suffer the 
agonies of the fabled damned. This was done in 
the name of love—in the name of mercy—in the 
name of the compassionate Christ. I saw, too, 
what they called the ‘collar of torture. Imagine 
a circle of iron, and on the inside a hundred points: 
almost as sharp as needles. This argument was 
fastened about the throat of the sufferer. Then he 
could not walk, nor sit down, nor stir, without the 
neck being punctured by these points. In a little 
while the throat would begin to swell, and suffoca- 
tion would end the agonies of that man. This man, 
it may be, had committed the crime of saying, with 
tears upon his cheeks, * I do noi believe that God, 
the father of us all, will damn to eternal perdition. 
any of the children of men.' I saw another instru- 
ment, called the*scavenger's daughter.’ Think ofa 
pair of shears with handles not only where they. 
now are but at the joints as well, and just above 
the pivot that unites the blades a circle of iron. In 
the upper handles the hands would be placed; in the 
lower, the feet ; and through the ring at the center 
the head of the victim would be forced. In this 
condition he would be thrown prone upon the 
earth, and the strain upon the muscles produced 
such agony that insanity would in pity end his pain. 
I saw the ‘rack.’ This was a box like the bed of a 
wagon, with a windlass at each end, with levers and 
ratchets to prevent slipping; over each windlass 
went chains; some were fastened to the ankles of 
the sufferer; others to his wrists. And then priests, 
clergymen, divines, saints, began turning these 
windlasses, and kept turning until the ankles, the 
knees, the hips, the shoulders, the elbows, the wrists 
of the victim were al! dislocated and the sufferer was 
wet with the sweat of agony. And they had stand- 
ing by a physician to feel his pulse. What for? 
To save his life? Yes. In mercy? No; simply 
that they might rack him once again.” 

All these instruments of torture, these means of 
grace, as seen by Colonel Ingersoll, are now on ex- 
hibition in New York city. They are arranged for 
inspection in a hall at Sixth avenue and Twenty- 
third street. The exhibit does not consist of du- 
plieates or fac similes of the instruments of 
torture, but of the original instruments themselves, 
which in the past did the deadly 
and infamous work of breaking 
the bones and tearing the flesh 
of human beings. They are 
mostly from the royal castle of 
Nuremberg, in Bavaria, but in- 
elude Spanish and Italian speci- 
mens. The collar introduced 
here, it will be noted, is a 
Spanish article—a piece of bric- 
a-brac from the Holy. Inquisition. The thumb- 
screws mentioned by the colonel are there. I saw 
them a few days ago, and the sight of them cor- 
rected my impressions of what thumbscrews are. I 
had in some way got the erroneous notion that 
thumbserews were intended solely for compressing 
thumbs and that they took their name from the 
members compressed. That, I now conclude, is not 
80, because they may be used on the wrists, legs, or 
head, or to prize the offender's teeth apart so that 
the *blasphemous" tongue may be torn out with pin- 
cers furnished with still other thumbscrews. These 
instruments are of various sizes; but, being always 


SPANISH COLLAR. 


worked by a thumbscrew, like that which spreads 
and closes a pair of dividers for describing circles; 
or like those which fasten a clothes wringer on a 
washtub and depress the upper roller, they are all 
called thumb screws. The prevail ; 

ing style used on the fingers and 
thumbs of prisoners are made of two 
pieces of iron about three inches 
long, and two short rods. The rods 
are riveted in one of the flat pieces; : 
the other piece has a hole in each end so that it may 
slide up and down on the rods. Between the two 
rods is the thumbscrew, which is turned to bring 


À FAVORITE 
STYLE. 


LEG CRUSHER, 


the upper and lower pieces together. The inner 
sides of the two latter are sometimes roughened 
like the sole of a rubber boot, so that the flesh is 
pierced by blunt protuberances; others have little 
Spikes that penetrate the upper 
and lower sides of the thumbs. I 
” here present my drawing of one 
of these, which I have christened 
a “Happy Thought.” The large 
ones crush the shin bones, or the 
bones of the wrists. There is 
: also an open iron band with knobs 
A HAPPY THOUGHT. om the inside, put on the head 
and tightened by means of the thumbscrew, pressing 
the knobs against the 
skull. This is called 
the “iron crown,” and 
was worn by religious 
martyrs on the way 
to execution. Here 
again appears the 
deadly thumbscrew, 
which runs through 
the whole system of 
religious torture as 
the cross runs 
through the system 
of worship. A com- ; 
parison or tho iniupon THE HEAD—ENODBY CROWN. 
of the other upon the growth of Christianity might 
be decided in favor of the screw. l 
The plain, every-day rack, for simple stretching 
purposes, was without the spiked roller. As shown 


by this copy of an old print, they hauled the victim |. 


taut and left him to suffer. 


THE PLAIN RACK. 


Stocks for ordinary offenders were less diabolical 
than those in which offenders against heaven— that 


is to say, the church— 
were fastened; never- 
theless, the agony in- 
flicted by them must 
have been something 
horrible. Whether the 
four apertures in these 
. stocks were used for 
eonfining the feet of two persons at the same time, 
or whether they received both the hands and feet 
of a single individual, I hav no way of knowing. 
The collar of torture isas described in the fore- 
going quotation from Ingersoll, except that in some 
specimens the iron spikes on the inner side have 


THE STOCKS. 
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springs back of them to maintain a constant pres- 
sure on the neck of the wearer. The dead spikes 
would appear te be bad enough, but rendering them 
alive and perpetually active by means of the springs 
is an ingenious refinement of cruelty that I was tot 
prepared for. I imagine that a sensitive petsoh 


looking upon this instriiment could alinost aes a 
ma 


points puhetüring the skin of his neck. 
ñe rin my finger around inside my 
collar to press it away from my throat. 

The seavenger's daughter noted by | 
Ingersoll is a horror, but how about 
torture stocks with accommodations 
for the neck as well as for the wrists 
and ankles, like this? 


Then the rack, like the wagon bed 
with the windlass at one end for 
stretching the joints of the sufferer 
and drawing him forward and back- 
ward. This apparatus in the present 
collection is furnished with a spiked 
wooden roller plated across the bed 
under the vietim's middle. The spikes 
on one of them are sometimes blunt 
and merely bruise the flesh, but this 
roller can be exchanged for another 
(see headpiece, “The Rack”) called the 
“spiked hare,” the points of which 
are Sharpened, and these would 
puneture & man's flesh to & depth of 
two or three inches if he lay upon his 
back. If turned on his face, they TORTURE 
would disembowel him. STOCKS. 

But the rack was hot the only system in vogue 
for stretching men’s limbs ani jcints. The accom- 

iiini panying illustration, which 

nD bons another method, is 
froin a historie engraving 
of “Geleyn Cornelius, hung 
by his thumb with weights 
to his feet, 1572."  Corne- 
lius was afterwards burnt. 
The engraving from which 
I obtain the picture of Cor- 
nelius hanging by the thumb 
: is inclusive enough to show 
the victim’s torturers seated 
at a table playing cards! 
No doubt it is historically 
accurate. 


A third stretching ma- 
chine appears in “A Speci- 
men Group.” The feet are 
either weighted or lashed 
to ring-bolts in the floor. 
The wrists are made fast to 
the triangle, and then—the 
* windlass is turned! . Along- 
i side “Fearful Eliza,” as 
=; this stretching gallows ia 
called, is a chair. Will you 
take a seat long enough to 
reconsider the views you 
have expressed about the 
whale story? Will you sit 
" down and reflect that after 
all Joshua may have **held-up" the sun for a day ? 
The spikes in the seat will prevent you from slip- 
ping out, while the strap will see to it that you do 
not arise until you have had plenty of time to think 
of your latter end. 


GELEYN CORNELIUS. 


A SPECIMEN 


GROUP. 

The crown just in front of the chair in the 
“Specimen Group” is of iron, susceptible of being: 
heated. Back of the chair is a constable's thief-. 
catcher. It is not spiked inside like the heretic- 
catcher, stealing being a minor offense compared’ 
with a failure to be orthodox. Presumably, if the. 
fugitive had only committed murder, the instru- 
ment would be lined with fur. 


Among the instruments of torture is a mouth- 
opener used on blasphemers. It is made of two 
small iron plates. These are inserted between the 
upper and lower teeth and spread apart by turning 

. the deadly screw. The 
jaws being thus forced open 
molten lead wa: turned 
down the throat or the 
tongue caught with pincers 
and either slitted, torn out, 
or cut off. The pincers 
used for this purpose have 


-. of a serpent. The vicious 
little group which I have 
labeled “a trinity " includes 
the pincers for removing 
the tongue. The second 
member is a mask (put on 
red-hot); and the thing 
that looks like the skeleton 
of a snake is a metal scourge. This trinity was in 
its time of material service in stimulating the wor- 
ship of that heavenly Trinity in whose name the 
implements were manufactured and applied. There 
was a perforated iron spoon for dropping hot lead 
"upon naked bodies. l 

The instrumenis for flaying do not indicate that 
a victim was skinned after the fashion adopted by 
‘butchers of cattle. The man or woman was strung 
up by the hands or feet, while the skin, with the 
flesh adhering to it, wis dragged off with pronged 
hooks. 07 

Some of the torture implements are of polished 
steel, damascened with pious inscriptions. The 
shackles especially are punctured with holes in 
the form of a cross. Among the irons used 
for branding, the letter “ U ” predominates, which 
in most languages means unbeliever.. The little 
coal stove in which the branding iron was heated, 
together with the bellows used for blowing up the 
fire in it, are exhibited. Executioners’ swords 
are numerous and ornamental. The average blade 
is some two feet nine inches in length by two and 
three-fourths inches in width. The end is blunt 
as though broken square off, and the handle is 
made to be grasped with both hands.. The con- 


A TRINITY. 


FOR JESUS'S SAKE. 
demned one sat in a chair, with bowed head; the 
executioner whirled his blade in the air and if suf- 
ficiently strong and expert severed the neck .at a 
blow. The swords are piously inscribed with the 
` names of the deity and Christ, or with rhymes that 
may be freely translated about like these: 
O God, this sinner to thy kingdom take 
o That he may taste of joy, for Jesus’ sake. 
r, 
Christ is the judge, and I the instrument, 
To execute God's law from heaven sent. 
Or again, 
When I upraise the fatal knife, 
God give the sinner eternal life. 
. They had a heretic and witch catcher—a hoop on 


HERETIO CATCHER. 


the end of a pole. The ends of the hoop at the 
opening were so arranged that they opened when 


hooked teeth like the fangs ' 


condemned, and 
brings the iron 
-down upon him 
at points above 
the | spaces be- 
tween the cross- 
pieces, breaking 


‘to the New York 
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the thing was pushed upon the neck; then they 
sprung together again. Some of them were pro- 
vided with a spike in the ferrule, with which the 
constable could prod the culprit’s shoulders as he 
pushed him along. 

Large iron boots, 
to be put on red- 
hot or filled with 
melted lead after 
they were donned, 
occur frequently. I. 
present an exact 
drawing of the 
“Tron Boot.” The 
spattering lead is a 
vision of the young 
artist who accom- 
panied me through i 
the chamber of hor- 
rors, thrown in _to 
make the picture 
more realistic. Wire 
mail mittens and 
hose were used for 
extorting confes- 
sions, and were always worn hot. The Spanish gag 
to prevent prisoners from crying out while 
undergoing torture looks somewhat like a 
bell slit into sections. : The appliance 
being thrust into the mouth, a spring is 
released, which spreads the sections and 
distends the jaws. This religious device 
is called a mouth-pear. Another. gag 
THE HOT resembles a policeman’s club, 

MITTEN. byt the lower end of it is 
composed of hinged sections which 
are spread by turning the handle. It 
is a distinguishing characteristic of the 
devices for harassing unbelievers that 
they are almost universally lined with 
sharp points or spikes. There is a belt 
made of wire and called the “ penitent’s 
girdle,” with teeth on the inside like WP 
those of the “card” used on cattle, only ay 
they are straight. The penitent's crown, | juny 
collar, armlet, wristlet, and manacle are 
all made with special reference to puncturing the 
skin and flesh. 


For blasphemers an iron brank or mask is pro- 
vided. It was heated before being placed on the 
a head of the wearer. This device is 

g highly recommended “by the holy 
(GG Inquisition.” It has funnels at the 
“5x7? orifice of the ear for the more 
convenient introduction of melted 


PEAR. 


} lead. 
RECOMMENDED — « Breaking on the wheel ” is illus- 


BY THE HOLY trated with a bed made like a cordu- 
PIOUS EION roy road. The cross pieces are six 
inches apart, and the upper sides of them are 
sharp. The vie- ; 
tim is laid along 
this bed, and 
bound doyn. The 
executioner takes 
a wheel with a 
heavy iron at the 
lower portion of 
its circumference, 
stands astride the 


every bone in the 
victim’s body. 
I am indebted 


World artist for 
the illustration of 
the wheel and bed. 
The process of burning on the wheel, of which the 
illustration here used is from an old and rare en- 

s graving, shows us that 
sometimes the execu- 
tioner varied the mo- 
notony of crushing a 
man’s bones by roasting 
his flesh. 

One instrument for 
execution is an upright 
plank, the top end bev- 

eled on both sides like 


BREAKING ON 


THE WHEEL. 


Ba or like an in- 
BURNING AT THE WHEEL. verted V. The offender 
sat astride this upright plank, with heavy weights 


attached to his feet, and was  graduallyYsplit in 
halves. That is the “Spanish Donkey.” Saman 

A twin brother of the Spanish Donkey is a sort of 
quartering machine, composed of two planks pivoted 


middle. 
these a man might be 
stretched as shown in 
the accompanying cut, 
and the planks turned 
at right angles to each 
other, so that the vie- 
tim was not only cru- 
cified but torn limb 
= from limb. This cut 
QUARTERING MAOHINE. is fromanancient print. 
The “cradle of unrest,” used to induce children 
to testify against their parents, is a cradle, covered 
inside with wooden spikes. The head-rest or cush- 
ion, also spiked, 
is movable, and 
the torture jin- 
flicted. upon a 
child or youth 
rocked in this dia- 
bolical machine 
would doubtless 
make him com- 
mit perjury in 
self-defense. 
Instruments of 
torture thus far 
described were 
used impartially, 
it is presumed, 
on both men and 
women, but there 
are a few which 
may be put in a 
special female de- 
partment. For 
example : the 
“Ducking Stool 
Cage.” Inside of 
the cage will be 
seen a seat; to 
this the offend- 
ing woman was 
bound. Then, 
suspended by the 
ring and chains, 


the cage was 
lowered into the 
water, and the 


inmate “ducked” 

until half-drown- THE DUOKING STOOL CAGE. 

ed. Before life was extinct she was hauled up, 
only to be doused again as soon as she had recov- 
ered her breath. It was held by the priests, who 
ruled the home, that in this manner the lady would 
be made amiable and chaste, so far as other men 
were concerned, and complaisant toward the serv- 
ants of God. 

There are in the collection a large assortment of 
collars for scolds, and masks and branks for witches, 
but a device that seems about as abominable as any- 
thing to be imagined is the so-called “chastity 
belt.” Some of these belts are wound with cloth, 
and show by the stains on them that they have been 
actually worn. But one is of rough and rusty 
hoop-iron, and there are teeth on it like those of & 
saw, pointing inward. Christian women should 
turn with a tender yearning toward the time when 
the church ruled the world and prescribed punish- 
ments, and long for those happy days to come once 
more. 

If not enough has been said let the women gaze 
on this horrible piece of ingenuity, the spider. It 
is a cluster of steel hooks pointed like needles. It 
is designed to be spread over the breast of the wo- 


THE SPIDER. — 

man; the hand of the torturer grasps the central 
ring, drawing the points together, and then the 
flesh is torn away. And the Father of Mercies per- 
mitted this thing to be done in his name and under 
his all-seeing eye. 

As the church made a virgin the vehicle for bring- 
ing its alleged founder into the world, it naturally 


8- 
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made another one the instrument for putting its 
enemies out of the world. Hence was invented the 
This chaste creature is preserved 
1 She is probably eight feet tall and 
nine feet in girth. She wears a cloak of wood and 
iron, which opens in front, revealing an interior 


“Tron Virgin.” 
in a glass case. 


& 


THE IRON VIRGIN UP TO DATE. 


lined with spikes shaped like harrow teeth, seven 
or eight inches in length and sharp as bayonets. 
Iron handles swing the virgin open and disclose the 
The figure stood above a trap-door open- 
ing into a moat or ditch, so that when the spikes 
let go of it the corpse dropped into the water and 
floated away. The spikes are not as numerous as 
some sketches of the virgin would indicate, but 
they are located where they will do the most dam- 


spikes. 


age. Two are apparently intended to enter the 
eyes, others the chest, and still others the abdomen. 
The virgin was the avenger of offenses against the 
church, such as doubt or unbelief. - 

This relic dates from some time in the fifteenth 
century and its habitat was Nuremberg. It is the 


only one ever made, and it is not in a remarkably 
The wood, probably 


good state of preservation. 
four hundred and fifty years old, is rotting, and the 
nose of the virgin has disappeared. The iron is 
rusty and crumbling where the wood has fallen 
away from it. The-whole image, in fact, is typical 
of the faith in whose interest it was conceived and 
constructed, though it has outlasted the power 
which made it a terror. Despite her decay, the 
iron maiden's embrace would still be deadly. "i'he 
spikes that once punctured the brain and heart of 
the heretic retain their ability to pierce, though the 
hands that actuated them have been dust for 
centuries. The doors might still swing inward to 
enfold the form of the unbeliever, bat there is 
none that dares to close them upon him in the 
name of God. To the Christian the figure must be 
a melancholy emblem of the golden days of the 
church that can no more return than the exhumed 
monsters of prehistoric times can be reanimated 
and made to walk the earth. 

Such are a few of the instruments of torture and 
death in the collection I Lave attempted to describe. 
Visitors walk about the hall, catalogue in hand, with 
funereal quietness, as though the place were a 
graveyard. At stated inter- 
vals they are called from a 
contemplation of rusty relics 
|by the ringing of an un- 
»| musical bell. It may be a 
little startling to persons 
who happen to be reading 
the description of Exhibit 
No. 682: “This bel was 
. rung while the condemned 
was taken to the block or 
scaffold.” But it rings now 
l only to cail the visitors to 

THE EXEOUTION BELL. their seats and listen to a 
lecture, by Professor Freeland, on what they have 
been contemplating. So that, if we class the or- 
dinary stereotyped musée lecture among instruments 
of torture, as inflicting cruel and unusual, and 
therefore unconstitutional punishment upon Ameri- 
can citizens, we have to admit that the function of 
this bell has been mitigated. It ought sometime to 
toll the funeral knell of a religion which lags super- 


The “Fall” of Man. 

Read what constitutes the very foundation of our 
religion, and ask yourself, How can it be thus? 

We are taught that God made the universe him- 
self from nothing. He then made man from the 
dust he had just ereated, and that man (not being 
ereated perfect) proved a failure. If man had been 
made perfect, he could never have fallen. 

Who, then, could have been to blame for man’s 
imperfections except his maker? As the Lord God 
furnished his own material and did his own work, 
who but himself could he blame for the “fall?” 
The Lord's intentions must have been good, for he ig 
said to be “ all-wise, all-powerful, and all-merciful.” 
And as there can be but one “first cause,” God or 
Jehovah, as the Bible tells us, who was or could be 
to blame for all the sin, suffering, and death of the 
world but Jehovah himself? The wiseacres who 
pretend to know God’s business tell us that God 
gave us a free agency to do as we wish, and in do- 
ing so we sinned and lost our hold on God’s love 
through the seductive influence of a being called 
the devil. Where the devil came from, I know not; 
but do know that Jehovah must have known before 
he made Adam that he would fall, and if death was 
to be the consequence of the fall, I fail to see where 
God’s mercy comes in when he forced Adam from 
inanimate dust into the world, knowing he would 
suffer death at his hands. 

We learn that the devil proved nearly or quite 
equal with the Lord, and overthrew the good work 
the Lord had done by enticing Eve, a lady the 
Lord God had made, and who was young and void 
of the “knowledge of good and evil,” (Bible) to 
partake of a forbidden apple and thus offend his 
majesty by disobedience.  . 

God must have known that the devil was in lurk- 
ing on purpose to frustrate his design, and that 
both Adam and Eve would fall; that he, the Lord 
God, would have to inflict punishment on them, to 
satisfy his own infinite displeasure. 

What do you think of a story that thus degrades 
the God of our universe, and goes on to say that 
God pronounced a curse upon the trinity of the 
garden of Eden episode, as well as upon all their 
posterity ? 

What mortal man or “frail mother" would have 
so seen their daughter being led astray and do so 
little to protect her innocence as did the Lord God, 
who it is said is infinite and divine? 

Allow me to ask where the devil and his antag- 
onistie spirit came from if God did not create him? 
Who has made anything but God? Please follow ' 
the foolish story a little farther and see how the 
Lord became angry over his own failure in business 
and avenged himself on the trinity of disobedi- 
ence. He pronounced judgment upon Eve that 
both she and her posterity should “ bring forthan 
sorrow,” and to Adam, that he should “earn his 
bread by the sweat of his brow,” and caused Satan, 
the snake, to “eat dust and crawl on his belly all 
the days of his life.” Could all this have been a real 
live, sure-enough God, to have got mad so easily 
and to allow his temper to explode in such a furi- 
ous manner and yield injustice to the children of 
his own creating? Pray tell me how a snake could 
propel himself otherwise than to crawl on his 
belly? Surely he could not walk off upright on 
his tail. 

Is it not true that every one of the mammal 
family brings forth in sorrow as well as the human 
female? Did Jehovah curse the whole animal 
kingdom simply because Eve ate an apple? Must 
the whole animal as well as vegetable kingdom de- 
vour its own to pacify the wrath of deity? 

Can you believe such a story of a creator that 
made the billions of worlds that swing in space, 
our own at the velocity of over one thousand miles 
a minute? Could he that decorated the heavens 
with the twinkling beauties of night, that has 
strewn the milky way with the flowers of mystery, 
that fills the birds with twittering song, makes the 
heart of mothers rejoice for their first-born, that 
sends the sun’s eternal kiss to cover nature with 
smiles and spread the carpet of green at our feet, 
get mad at his own error and force his own to suffer 
and die? 

I ask js such, the God that required of the Jews 
the sacrifice of their first-born child, the one to 
hold sway over the intelligence of coming genera- 
tions, and make dark and dreary the lives of coming 
man? Don’t believe it. 

If the story ended here it would do little harm, 
but the kite has a tale contingent, and goes on to 
say, that as man has fallen and had some one to 
cause him to fall,he must also have a savior to help 
him rise, showing that man is a creature of necessity 
and susceptible of influence for either good or bad 
Hither he has built an addition and changed his | (which is the only truth shown in the whole legend). 
mind materially or el: 3 »:-mebody has made a mis- | The rule seems to work both ways, yet the devil and 
take. i the savior were not the same individual, but both 


fluous, whose fundamental dogmas have been dis- 
carded, and whose most effective means of grace 
have become the showman’s stock in trade. 


‘A Letter From London. 


An obscure preacher belonging to the sect of 
Wesleyan Methodists, being, as is the way with 
preachers, anxious to gain notoriety, took upon him- 
self with this object the task of delivering a funeral 
sermon onthe decease of the National Reformer, 
and in the course of his remarks made the time- 
honored assertion that men who profess Atheism 
do not become stronger in their belief as time goes 
on,and to support this statement inferred that such 
was the case with the late Charles Bradlaugh, and 
to prove this stated that a member of Parliament 
told him that he frequently conversed with Mr. 
Bradlaugh on religious subjects, and on one occa- 
sion the latter said to him that he wished he were 
half as good as his brother, who had recently been 
converted. Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bonner of course ques- 
tioned the truth of this most remarkable statement, 
and wrote to the member in question, asking him if 
he really told the parson such a tale. No answer 
was returned direct, but a letter was sent to the 
man of God saying that the narrativ had been some- 
what garbled, and that Charles had said on a certain 
occasion, * My brother James is a good fellow.” Al- 
though Mrs. Bonner pointed out that her father 
never had a brother James, and had no very re- 
markable affection toward his brother, the “ evangel- 
ist," who could scarcely be called “a good fellow,” 
as he was always libeling the Atheists, this lying 
parson had not the good manners or common sense 
to get out of his lie by saying he had made a mis- 
take, but informed Mrs. Bonner that she was not 
honorable enough and ladylike enough for him to 
continue the correspondence. No doubt this 
wretched, convicted liar will go on glorying in his 
infamy, and be looked upon as a hero by the con- 
gregation he humbugs, for of such is the modern 
kingdom of heaven. 

It must hay been somewhat ludicrous to see that 
other notorious liar, Price Hughes, at the Labor 
Conference. He talked very big outside the cham- 
ber, and evidently meant to upset the whole bench 
of bishops; but, as soon as one of the crew insisted 
that the “living wage” question was not to be dis- 
cussed, the brave Hughes roared very meekly, and 
humbly supported the bishops. He has a thick, im- 
pervious hide, so he was not affected by the con- 
tempt shown him for his despicable conduct by 
other and honester parsons, who would not knuckle 
under to the church dignitaries, as they call them- 
selvs. It seems to me a great piece of impudence 
for the clergy to discuss matters solely relating to 
the workers, for precious few of them can ever see 
that the working classes hav any rights, only duties, 
which they are called upon to always carry out, and 
never to forget to carry themselvs lowly toward 
their betters, the betters also being members of the 
loafing and sweating community. 

The laborers, however, are not quite so well in- 
clined to humble and abase themselvs before the 
representativs of wealth as they were even a gener- 
ation back, and are beginning to discover that, while 
capital cannot exist without labor, it is possible for 
labor to exist without capital, and it is only a 
question of time when co-operation of labor, or some 
form of Socialism, gains the day and rules the 
world, or some considerable portion of it. Chris- 
tianity and individualism are in the same boat, 
and as they hav ably supported one another in days 
gone by, they are declining together, and will 
eventually sink into oblivion. 

Saladin has apparently been caught napping, 
otherwise I cannot account for his opening his 
columns to a parson who has only used them for 
the purpose of abusing better men than himself. It 
is always the way with parsons, they can never argue 
a case on its merits. This particular genius has for 
some months past been going to prove the deity, 
etc., of Jesus Christ, and has not yet commenced on 
the subject. It is always well, theoretically, to 
allow free discussion, but when it comes to the 
practical part, it means cutting out interesting mat- 
ter to admit the ravings of some clerical lunatic, 
which are neither interesting nor instructiv. Over 
the columns of a high-class periodical black beetles 
should not be allowed to crawl. J. D. 
London, Eng. 


For fear man would eat of the tree of life and liv 
forever God turned him out of the garden and | 
placed a flaming sword where it would frighten 
him. Since that comes his son and offers all the 
millions of millions free board with the governor. 
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came in a mysterious way, and from a source of | 


which we know not, but “ with wonders to perform,” 
for when God was once angry, some one had to suf- 
fer and die. It seems rather hard that in every- 
thing the God of the Jews did, some thing or some 
one must die at the wind-up to make all things look 
sacred and divine. 

If there had been no fall we would have needed 
no savior and no consequent preaching of the gos- 
pel to keep the devotees in grace to pay the minis- 
try; but as truth is stranger than fiction, the latter 
was first accepted. x 

Man is a creature of destiny formed by the law 
of “cause and effect ;” is forced into life by no act 
or desire of his own; is forced through life a being 
of control from his prenatal existence to his death, 
and at last (as the story goes) we must catch in hell 
all the misery we are lucky enough to escape on 
earth, to pay the penalty of sin for one man and 
woman whom Cod created over six thousand years 
ago—unless we believe (a thing beyond our con- 
trol) and be baptized to satisfy the will of a God 
who is embodied with the attributes of omniscience, 
omnipotence, omnipresence, and mercy. 

Our home and family should be our heaven; 
truth and justice our redeemer ; earth our paradise, 
and peace our god. A. D. Swan. 


Freethought Progress. 


Several secular papers hav said some good things 
lately. The Hutchinson (Ks.) News givs a fair synopsis 
of Remsburg’s lecture, ‘‘ False Claims." This must hav 
surprised some of its Christian readers: **In the matter 
of charities, the church, he said, made false claims to a 
monopoly. Hereferred to the public charities of ancient 
Peru, Greece, Rome, India, and among the Saracens 
where endowed hospitals were first established. Coming 
down to modern times he showed that the bequests and 
charities of Liberal thinkers would compare very favor- 
ably with churehmen, and instanced the publie and pri- 
vate gifts of Girard, Smithson, Lick, Sandford, Cooper, 
Tyndall, Ingersoll, etc. ° : ^C" His discourse at least 
tends to enlarge the horizon of one’s information.” A 
correspondent of the News in the same issue hits the 
missionary humbug a smart rap in a weak spot. 


Referring to efforts in behalf of Sunday closing the 
Santa Ana (Cal.) Standard emphasizes these facta: '*1 
They are not to secure or guard any right or privilege of 
the people. 2. They are in the interests of Sunday sa- 
credness, and to secure the recognition of Sunday in such 
a way as to giv it vantage ground from which its friends 
may intrench it in the law and place it on a legal basis. 3. 
The methods practiced in obtaining them, and the repre- 
sentations concerning them, are often fraudulent and de- 
ceptiv. 4. Being used in the interests of a religious in- 
stitution, their influence, as far as any is exerted, is to 
place power in the hands of the church, which will result 
in the destruction of the liberties of the people.” 


The Chicago Advance, having spoken of **The rescue, 
in the interest of all who labor and are heavy laden, of 
the sacred rest-day from the attempted over-sloughing of 

.it by the World's Fair management," the New York 
Evening Post comments: ''This somewhat enigmatic 
expression apparently means the indorsement by the 
public of the attempt to secure Sundav closing of the 
World's Fair. We dissent entirely from the theory that 
there was any such indorsement. Asa matter of fact the 
Fair was open every Sunday after the first few weeks, 
and although no effort was made until the last month to 
attract the people on that day, tens of thousands always 
improved the opportunity to visit Jackson Park. What 
is far more important, Sunday opening vindicated its 
wisdom in the opinion of all candid persons among those 
who had been doubters. There was never any drunken- 
ness or disorder, and not the slightest bit of evidence was 
offered to indicate that a single human being who attended 
the Fair on Sunday suffered any harm. Towards the end 
of the season the outcry against the system died out en- 
tirely except with ‘the most fanatical Sabbatarians. -By 
the time the next World’s Fair is held, the people who 
advocate closing it one-seventh of the time will be as 
much out of date as are already those who would close 
public parks on Sunday, abolish free concerts for the 
people on that day, and shut up the art galleries and mu- 
seums which are now open on the first day of the week. 
Public opinion has settled this question. and the victory 
for the cause of sound morals deserves to be celebrated.” 
This victory can best be celebrated by keeping before the 
people the principle of religious liberty. The legal vic- 
tory in the higher courts was won by the Sabbatarians. 
-Yetthe fact of Sunday opening was of great weight and 
value. 


Commenting upon the Bonner-Rees correspondence 
the Halifax (Eng.) Evening Courier says: ''The genesis 
of a misrepresentation is often of a very astounding 
character. When Mr. Bradlaugh was last in Halifax, he 
had occasion to emphatically deny the charge of an op- 
ponent at the meeting. who retailed the oft-told story 
that Mr. Bradlaugh had publicly challenged the deity to 
strike him dead. It will scarcely be credited, but this 
very denial by Mr. Bradlaugh has since then grown into 
the myth that the last time Mr. Bradlaugh was in Halifax 
he challenged the deity to strike him dead. Comment on 
such a glaring piece of mendacity is needless.” 


Robert Buchanan, the well-known author, writes to the 
London Star: “I am a man who openly and frankly 
declines to label himself ‘Christian,’ because he has no 
sympathy whatever with the Christian program, and no 
faith whatever in the Christian theology or morality. I 
go still further than that. I affirm that the sins and 
blunders of orthodox Christianity, great as they hav 
been, are venial in comparison with the hypocrisies and 
vanities of the heterodox, or ‘essential,’ Christianity; 
and I shall continue to preach the faith that is in me, in i 


defiance of the ‘essential’ Jew with his tongue in his 
cheek, and the ‘essential’ Christian who has ‘hoisted 
himself with his own petard.’ " 


The Pe:ple’s Paper, of Versailles, Ind., observes: 
“The government need not hav the chaplains about. 
The government might do less prayiüg and more work; 
it would be better for the people. The people like to 
do their own praying, and the Constitution guarantees 
to every man the right to worship God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience. What right a president 
or & governor has to say to the people, Fast on such a 
day or pray on such another day, we can't see. Those 
officers hav & monopoly of all the good things of this 
world, and want to make us take ours in the next." 


In two editorials recently the New York World has 
spoken out in meeting about Sunday laws. These are 
among its remarks: '*'T'he courts are constantly monkey- 
ing with the Sunday laws and rendering decisions -first 
one way and then another, until & person may well be 
puzzled to tell whether they liv in the present century or 
a hundred years ago. In some places people are being 
prosecuted for selling Sunday newspapers. and now the 
court of appeals decides that it is a penal offense to go out 
fishing on Sunday. Yet the newspaper keeps people out 
of mischief on Sunday more than the Bible itself, because 
it is far more extensivly read, and it is impossible to 
imagin an amusement more quiet, harmless, and innocent 
than fishing. The old Sunday.laws are only a little less 
behind the age than the fagot, the ducking-stool, and the 
whipping-post. Now, why should not this law 
be repealed? It exists solely for the purpose of enforcing 
the religious observance of a day. ` It is the busi- 
ness Of the state to protect all men equally in their perfect 
religious liberty and beyond that to keep its hands off. 
Tos To forbid it [fishing] by law merely because the 
theological notions of some persons condemn it is to im- 
pose one man’s conscience upon the conduct of another 
without reason or right. The law ought to be abolished.” 


The London correspondent of the New York Times 
writes: ‘‘ Huxley’s collected essays, now being issued in 
popular form, are probably leading all else here in steadi- 
ness of sale. The fourth volume, just out, contains a 
preface which has attracted marked attention. It deals 
with the Oxford ‘ Helps to the Study of the Bible,’ which 
work it subjects to a merciless sweeping attack, ending 
with the declaration that it would be a parallel if he 
(Huxley) issued ‘Helps to the Study of Zoology,’ in 
which the progress of -science during the past fifty years 
was ignored and every recent authority passed over in 
silence.” f 

The supreme court of Montana, in the case of the 
Montana Catholic Mission Society of Jesus versus Lewis 
and Clarke County, decides that ‘‘an institution of public 
charity itself is not exempt from paying taxes on its 
property, but that certain of its property is exempt; also 
that the property is exempt which is actually used for an 
institution of purely public charity. * The consti- 
tution exempts prooerty used exclusivlv for institutions 
of purely publie charity. The legislature in the revenue 
act used the same language. Au intention to use tha 
property for the purposes of purely public charity is not 
sufficient to constitute the use contemplated by the con- 
stitution and the law. The law describes the 
property that is exempt and not the institution which 
owns the property. Otherwise an institution of the kind 
described might hold exempt from taxation all property 
of any character and of any amount in value, whether it 
used that property exclusivly or at all fur purely publie 
charity. The judgment of the district court of Lewis and 
Clarke county is affirmed." Montana is decidedly in the 
lead just now. Our readers will call to mind in this con- 
nection the opinion of Attorney-General Haskell on the 
use of the Bible in the public schools, from which we 
quoted liberally last week. 


<i 


Churchly Purpose aud Performance. 


Evidently England is a long way from being civilized; 
militant Christianity is still dominant in many parts of 
the island. Mr Q. W. Foote, editor of the Freethinker, 
and presidert of the National Secular Society, recentiy 
attempted to lecture in Ryhope. Previous to his coming 
a Christian lecturer had incited the faithful of that col- 
liery town to violence against the Infidel. He was hooted 
and jeered the moment he entered the hall. The cool 
and plucky protagonist of Freethought talked for nearly 
an hour, occasionally getting a moment’s hearing, but the 
confusion was appalling. At last the gas was turned off, 
and Mr. Foote and his friends had to grope their way out 
as best they could. Part of the crowd followed him to the 
miner’s cottage to which he went to await the time for 
departure on the train, but they lacked courage to make 
an attack upon the building. “The Medici,” an 
opera by the Italian composer, Leoncavallo. is in 
trouble in Vienna. Leoncavallo had made Giulano 
Medici murdered by two priests. This is too much for 
Austria, so two noblemen are to be substituted as the 
criminals. Alas! the poor Austrian nobility! Jus- 
tice Grantham, of England, seems desirous of wearin 
the mantle dropped some time ago by Sir George Jessel, 
the Master of the Rolls. Recently he directed the jury to 
discharge a man accused of an assault upon a little girl. 
And why? Because, as the child knew nothing about 
God, Christ, or the Bible, his judieial mightiness would 
not take her testimony! Mrs. Frank Smith of 
Cortland, Ohio, lately went insane through religious ex- 
citement. 


In the Kansas City barber-shop Sunday fight the Sab- 
batarians secured conviction in the first case tried, F. R. 
Hale of the Midland hotel being tried before a jury and 
fined $25. ^" The Michigan Federation of Labor 
wants the Sunday-running of all freight trains, except 
those earrying live stock, prohibited. How about fruits, 
ete.? Labor can secure a rest day without any Sunday 
nonsense. '..: In St. Louis the retail clerks hav ap- 
pealed to the Ministers’ Alliance for help in Sunday clos- 
ing. And yet there is no doubt that these clerks are as 
ready as others to go into the country, and to buy confec- 
tions, eigars, drinks, and papers on Sunday. In 
Minneapolis the ministers and a few foolish papers 
are trying to dictate to the city government in regard 


welcome. 


to Sunday-closing. At Leavenworth, Kansas, 

a barber was fined for Sunday work. His ‘‘ crime” 
will cost him more than $100. How long are these cler- 
ical scoundrels to be permitted to rob honest men? -.-. 

At Old Portage, Ohio, two men were fined for Sunday 
trapping. In Tacoma, barbers are determined to 
close by law all shops which refuse to close voluntarily. 
For the ‘‘ general good," of course. The old dog in the 
manger trick. -.." A bill prohibiting the running of 
mail and all other Sunday trains has been introduced 
in the legislature of South Carolina, It has tho snp- 
port of the Columbia Register, Governor. Tillman's 
organ. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Cotonzt Ixczns^n» will lecture in Philadelphia, Pa., 
Jan. 8, 1894, at the New Park Theatre. Subject, 
** Abraham Lincoln.” 


S. P. PurNAM's lecture appointments: 


Boston, Ingersoll Secular Society, Jan. 7th, 14th. 
Northport. L I.. Jan. 18, 19, 20. 

Newark, N. J.. Jan. 21. 

Ohio Liberal Society. Cincinnati. Tan. 28th, 29th. 
Delphos, O., Jan. 30th, 8tat , and Feb. 1st. 
Chicago, Ill., Feb. 18th, 25th. 

Those who desire lectures at any points between New 
York and Chicago, and in the vicinity of Chicago during 
the month of February, will please write at once to Mr. 
Putnam, care of Tue Trora SEEKER, New York. 


J. E. Remsburg will start on a tour through Missouri, 
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and 
New England early in January. 


Tam Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for January: 
Januarv 7th—Mr. T. B. Wakeman: Subject, ‘‘ Cosmic 
Evolution and the Unemployed.” 

January 14th—Professor Eames: Subject, ‘‘ Ethics ver- 
sus Dogma.” 

January 2lst—Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr.: Subject, ** Microbes: 
Their place in Nature.” Jj 

January 28th—Mr. John Swinton: Subject, *'John 
Brown of Ossawatomie.” 


Tun Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o’clock. . 


Tas First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 1703 Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 P. m. Sunday-school in 
the same place at 10:30 A.M. 


“Hawan: Should We Annex It?" was the subject of 
Mr. Henry Nichols last Sunday at the Brooklyn Philoso- 
phical Association. The lecture was full of historical 
facts, brought together gracefully. So far as the associa- 
tion is concerned the question is by no means settled. 
Mr. Wakeman speaks next Sunday. 


J €. Remezore recently filled his seventh engagement 
at Ft. Worth, Tex. Referring to his lecture, the Ft. 
Worth Gazette says: ‘The lecture on ‘Bible Morals’ 
last night at the City Hall by Mr. J. E. Remsburg was a 
strong one from his standpoint. He was introduced by 
Col. A. Harris. In hig preliminary remarks Mr. Rems- 
burg said there were many beautiful and grand truths in 
the Bible, many proverbs and facts of great value t the 
race. But other nations had their Bibles also, and there 
were very many good thingsin them. Each nation, how- 
ever, denounced the sacred books of the other. He 
would not be understood as condemning the Bible 
without reserve, but he would not accept it ns an infalli- 
ble book of morals, and that for many reasons.” After 
giving a lengthy synopsis of Mr. Remsburg’s various in- 
dictments of God’s book, the Gazette concludes as fol- 
lows: ‘‘The lecturer was greeted with a fine audience of 
some three hundred ladies and gentlemen, whose undivid- 
ed attention he held while he completely deluged them 
with an avalanche of quotations from the Bible and from 
profane history to prove his propositions. His language 
was chaste and choice and his methods cool and deliber- 
ate.” 


Tue Women’s LrsggAL LxAGUE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock. ‘Admission free. All are 
Program of lectures for January: 


January 9th—Diana Hirschler, ‘‘ Union of Practical Pro- 
ress.” 
January 16th—Ralph Raleigh, ‘‘The Coming Woman.” 
January 23rd—Miss Mary O'Reilly, ** Child Labor in our 
Own State.” . 
January 30th— Wayland Smith, ‘‘ Principles of Theos- 


phy. 
Tut Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1684 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7745, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program for January: 


| January 7th—L. A. Fealy: subject, ‘‘ Madame Blavat- 


sky. ” » 

January 14th—Chas. C. Reemelin: subject, ** The Earth 
and Man az an International Totality.” 

January 21st—debate: subject, ‘‘ Ohrist's Blood Cleans- 
eth from all Sin.” Affirmativ, Prof. J. S. Van 
Cleve, Ph. D.; negativ, Prof. Chas. Augustine. . 

January 28th—Samuel P. Putnam: subject, ‘‘The Glory 
of Infidelity.” 


“Take no heed for the morrow” was a part of 
“the glad tidings of great joy” which alarmed the 
Jewish authorities quite properly. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Another Case of Blackmail. 


Gzonz, A. T., Dec. 4, 1893. 
Mr. Eprron: I like your paper very 
much. The cartoons are excellent. But 
what I wish to speak of now is this: Here 
in our town sometime ago a man died. As 
he was a ‘‘sinner’’ and hia wife a Catholic, 
& certain priest, hearing of it, went to con- 
sole the widow. He told the lady that her 
husband was in purgatory and that he 
eould pray him out and would do it for 
$100. The contract was made. The 
widow has paid $20 of the one hundred 
and the specified time is nearly up. The 
priest says if she doesn't pay the remainder 
he will let the soul return to purgatory. 
May Tux TRUTH SEEKER liv long and 
prosper. Yours for truth and honesty, 
F. M. Coorzz. 


Don’t Blindfold Your Reason When You 
Open the Bible. 
Sr. Panis, O., Dec. 9, 1893. 

Mr. Environ: Find inelosed ¢2—%1 for 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER, and the other for 
Bells **Handbook of Freethought,” the 
<t Crimes of Preachers,” and Paine’s 
** Age of Reason.” 

I hav been a reader of Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER for several months, and thivk its 
pages are imprinted with matter which 
will find a welcome in the minds of those 
who wish to remove superstition, credulity, 
and ignorance, and implant, instead, 
&eienee, education, and truth. 

It occurs to me, if people in reading the 
Bible would exercise their reason and not 
be afraid to think for themselvs, the belief 
in its inspiration would surely seem to be 
the most consummate nonsense. Could 
not a being able to perform such miracu- 
lous feats as creating the planets, ete., 
create a more harmonious book? In ob- 
serving the partiality of God toward 
certain nations of believers we see enough 
to show that he is of human invention. 

F. E. Krrs. 


Woman Kisses the Hand That Smites 
. Her. 
Norrn Exanisu, TA., Dec 15, 1898. 

Mr. Epitor: I would subscribe for the 
good old TnurmH Szrxrn if it were not for 
the fact that Iam traveling on the road 
nearly all my time, andI get home only 
once in three months. It would not do at 
present to hav the paper go to my home 
post-office, as my wife is a Catholic, and 
she has told me she would burn every copy 
she could get her hands upon. I make 
this statement to explain why T hav not 
long since become a regular subscriber to 
the paper. If I was at home nearly all the 
time I should hav the paper anyhow. 

I was a Catholic myself until about 
five years ago. On my travels I met Mr. 
H. S. Blinn, of Council Bluffs, and he 
started me to thinking a little for myself. 
Then I met Mr. A. H. Petty, of Correc- 
tionville, Ia., with the result that Iam now 
an Infidel instead of a siave of priesteraft 
I reason with my wife and beg her to giv 
up superstition, but thus far it’s of no use. 

Please send another bundle of sample 
copies. A COMMERCIAL TRAVELER. 


Knows a Liberal Proposition When He 
Sees Tt. 
Corax, Wasu., Deo. 4, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: You hav done the thing 
up in fine style in offering Putnam’s 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
and Tur Truta Srxrksnu for $6 50. It has 
solved the question with me. I wanted 
the book and could not do without the 
paper, and money is very scarce in this 
part of the state. The great Jehovah saw 
fit after giving the people a bountiful erop 
to continue his blessings in the shape of a 
continuous rain, till two-thirds of the 
grain crop is rotting in the stack or in the 
sacks after threshing, while thousands of 
acres of grain standing in the fields will 
never be cut; and as we are in the same 
boat with the rest it made us feel rather 
blue, but we had to come to time when we 
saw that very liberal offer of yours. I 
think every Liberal in the country should 
take advantage of it and get Mr. Putnam’s 
book; I know it will be grand. 

Inclosed find money order for $8.75 for 
the following order: Futnam’s ‘‘Four 


Hundred Years of Freethought,” Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER, ‘‘The Story Hour," and 
** Apples of Gold.” V. J. BOBRETTE. 


Sunday Laws the Beginning. 
Lexincton, Ky., March 4, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Recently several stores, 
usually kept open on Sunday, were closed 
for the better observance of that holy 
time. It is probable that priests and their 
assistants hav always known that they were 
practicing upon the credulity of the hu- 
man race, for their ceremonies hav been 
shamefully childish and at all times an in- 
sult to human reason. 

The great cardinal remarked that they 
were religions when they were mere in- 
fants, so of course piety was to them like 
the rest of their toys; but when they find 
that this plaything rules the world, bring- 
ing money and comfort to the clergy, has 
one of them the honesty to admit that the 
eruel, inefficient God is a myth, not fit to 
excite worship or command respect? 

Why should these little encroachments 
on our liberties be considered so danger- 
ous? Because we know what occurred 
long ago, when religious restrictions be- 
came unusually severe; when a few dif- 
ferences in doctrin caused a fierce out- 
break of pious rage; the bloodhonunds of 
war were let loose upon the delinquents by 
the church-power; neither age nor sex was 
spared, and the hills ran blood from their 
summits. ALHAZA, 


Something About Deposits in the ** Over- 
world?? Savings Bank. 
BELVIDERE, ILL., Dec. 11, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: It is gratifying to know 
that there are a great many Christian peo- 


‘ple who, notwithstanding the brutal feat- 


ures of the creed they profess to believe, 
are yet naturally so superior to it that they 
cheerfully respond to appeals for charity. 
During these hard times, when there are 
so many out of employment and so much 
suffering in consequence, they not only 
contribute to the wants of the poor them- 
selvs, but they also try to induce others to 
do so likewise, whether Christians or not. 
In furtherance of this noble object they 
sometimes quote this scriptural promis: 
** He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth 
unto the Lord." At the same time it is 
intimated that, as a rule, any such loan to 
the Lord will be repaid in the next world 
and not in this. To the pious believer in 
God’s promises it is evidently not a losing 
speculation to largely invest in charitable 
deeds, since they are confidently assured 
that the security is first-class; but to the 
unconverted, the unbeliever, the ungodly, 
or the wicked sinner it is certainly a tan- 
talizing and worthless promis, for this rea- 
son: Suppose that a common sinner, char- 
itably inclined, should giv assistance to 
those in poverty—and it is a pleasure to 
know that there are a great many such sin- 
ners who do so, and do so solely from an 
impulse of sympathy for suffering hu- 
manity, and with no expectation of ever 
getting their money back—and this com- 
mon sinner should shortly afterward die in 
an unconverted state; then, according to 
Christian theology, he would go straight 
to hell. Now here is where the first diffi- 
culty arises: Being in hell, how could he 
manage to get his loan to the Lord repaid? 
There being a great gulf fixed between 
him and heaven, over which it is impossi- 
ble for him to pass, how in hell could he 
apply to the Lord for a repayment of the 
loan? But since it is said that the Lord 
can go anywhere, it becomes evident that 
if the Lord has any honor about him he 
will go to hell himself or send a deputy to 
pay this poor, damned, unfortunate sin- 
ner the amount he owes him. Now, sup- 
posing that the Lord did do the honest 
thing, that he did go there and pay tne 
poor fellow; then, lo! this other difficulty 
confronts bim: How in hell could he be 
benetited by it if paid in money? for, if it 
was in the form of greenbacks, they would 
burn up; if it was in silver or gold, it 
would melt; but even supposiug it was 
made fire-proof, who in hell would accept 
it, or what in hell could he get for it? If 
he should wish to spend ten cents of it for 
a dish of ice-cream to cool his parched 
tongue, where in hell could he get it? 
Then if he ascertains that it is not possible 
for him to employ this money in buying 
any comforts calculated to make his sad 


condition less miserable, what in hell 
would be the good of it to him? 

But enough; the subject’s tough, there 
is not a bit of use to speculate any further; 
it should be referred to some one who is 
not only a good sky-pilot and well posted 
in the mysteries of godliness, but who is 
also a good hell-pilot and equally well 
posted in devilishness. Mr. Editor, would 
you please call Brother Talmage’s atten- 
tion to this damned conundrum, in order 
to relieve the anxiety of an ungodly man? 

Yours truly, ROBERT Swarn. 


What Is It? 
Dee. 10, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: What is spirit, or mind? 
Some suppose it to be absolutely and 
positivly immaterial, because it is purely 
spirit. Others believe mind to be the 
result of organism, and contend that it 
cannot exist without a brain, which is the 
grand organ that secretes thought, even 
as the liver secretes the bile (which, by the 
way, is a false theory), as the stomach its 
gastric juice! This, also, I think a little 
doubtful. All this we will leave for future 
considerations, The former of these sup- 
positions is the one generally adopted by 
the heathen-Christian community who be- 
lieve spirit to be an immateriality. The 
latter supposition is embraced by those 
Christians who wholly rely upon the Bible 
doctrin of the resurrection of the body for 
the future existence of the spirit. They 
are called Materialists because they make 
out the spirit to be of no substance at all, 
but merely the result of organized matter. 
Of this faith was the celebrated Dr. 
Priestley. This latter position is also 
adopted by some Atheists, who contend that 
spirit cannot exist independent of an or- 
ganized brain; and as they reject the other 
dilemma of the Christian’s hope of the 
resurrection, so they contend that mind is 
extinguished in the night of the grave and 
sleeps to wake no more. Hence the idea 
of a God as an intelligent spirit they re- 
gard asa freak of fancy. Both of these 
positions as regards spirit I reject, and will 
giv my reasons for doing so. I reject the 
immateriality of the spirit, because that 
which is positivly and absolutely im- 
material can, of course, neither possess 
length, breadth, thickness, nor occupy 
any space. Indeed it cannot, in this case, 
possess any form, and that which possesses 
no form cannot, in the nature of things, 
occupy any space. And to talk of a thing 
having an existence which, at the same 
time, has no form, nor occupies space, is 
the most consummate nonsense. Hence 
an immateriality is a blank nothing. On 
the other hand, if mind is merely the 
result of organism, and if it cannot exist 
independent of an organized brain, then 
who made the first brain? Did it not 
require an intelligent spirit to organize its 
several parts, and adapt the eye to light, 
the ear to sound, and make these organs 
the inlets of sensation to the inhabitant 
in that brain? Surely the brain did not 
make itself, for this would be saying that 
the brain acted before it existed! But 
what is mind? Mind is the ruling power 
of the universe, and the time hus come 
to hav the true, unadulterated material 
produce such mind as will abolish heathen- 
ism and hav a noble type of manhood. 
This can be achieved only through Free- 
thought principles and literature. 


Dr, SIDNEY MURPHY. 


Prayer Contrasted With Nerve. 
Reap Crry, Micu., Dec. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprtor: Never before had I been 
so forcibly struck by the absurdity of the 
so-called power of prayer and the entire 
scheme of religion as when I noticed Mr. 
Heston’s cartoon in your TRUTH SEEKER 
of December 2d. Why people to-day in 
this age of progress and research can, as, 
alas! many do, resort to so foolish, faper- 
stitious, and utterly absurd a practice is 
far beyond my power of conception. 
Where would electricity, with its manifold 
benefits to mankind, be to-day had Benja- 
min Franklin confined himself within his 
closet to pray rather than investigating 
the deep secrets of nature, which underlie 
every great invention, every grand dis- 
covery by which man has ever benefited 
his fellow, rather than the power of one 
single being, or even three in one? If all 
the Franciscan monks in Christendom had 
got down on their prayer bones and prayed 


in regular orthodox style until the World’s 
Columbian Exposition was declared open 
this spring, they would never hav prayed 
themselvs upon glorious American soil had 
not Columbus’s firm determination guided 
him to San Salvador. . Washington was a 
man that practiced prayer, but, when he 
came to cross the Delaware, he crossed it 
upon what would to-day be vulgarly 
termed *'his nerve." People of reason . 
know quite different, but the ignorant, like 
the poor, ye hav with you always. It is 
my firm belief that were children to attain 
the age of fifteen or thereabouts, with no 
impressions of religion in any form made 
upon their young minds, the next genera- 
tion would be pure, sweet children of nat- 
ure, a8 I fancy some were .before Chris- 
tianity set its seal upon the earth.to mar 
what little virtue ages had given to man. 
And how were we benefited? Christianity 
gave us the clergy to support; super- 
stitious notions that could be satisfied only 
by a liberal contribution to the priesthood, 
with which she founded nunneries and con- 
vents for the ruination of the simple, 
trusting maidens who were so foolish as to 
believe in them. Every student of history 
knows that Catholicism was founded for 
the sole purpose of obtaining wealth with- 
out honest labor, while one with half an 
eye can see what millions must be tied up 
in the church of Christ and its numerous 
annexes. The church gets this entirely 
by prayer, but where do the poor parish- 
ioners get it? By honest toil. The vices 
of Christianity (it has no virtues) are to- 
day a big thing to fight. But Iam more 
than pleased that with my eye upon the 
indicator, Tas TRUTH SEEKER, I am able 
to see decided changes for the better, even 
within the past year; for I notice people 
as a rule use their own heads more and the 
heads of the priesthood less. 

WALTER E. QRAF. 


One Who Lets His Light Shine. 
Esxriper, Kan., Dec. 12, 1893. 

Mr. Eprrog: I left Clinton, Kan., and 
came to this place last spring. For many 
years I hav been an outspoken Free- 
thinker—I love liberty. My nearest 
neighbor is an old minister, and I had 
been here but a short time when he in- 
quired as to my religious views. I told, 
him I was a stranger and would rather 
wait until he could understand me better. 
But he insisted on the question. I stated 
my views plainly, which led to quite a 
lively discussion. He would sometimes 
say that I was a fool, but I did not blame 
him for that; I insisted that we should be 
friends and that he had as good a right to 
express his honest opinions as I had to ex- 
press mine, but hoped that he would talk 
with me in a fair and candid manner, 
which he finally consented to do, and we 
discussed the question almost every 
evening for some time. He would often 
ask me questions; still he insisted that I 
would reason everything out of existence. 
To which I replied: '*I cannot reason 
anything out of existence. I can reason 
many false theories out of some minds; 
many superstitions hav been abandoned as 
man has advanced, and it is only a ques- 
tion of time when orthodoxy must go. 
You cannot deny that as man has advanced 
he has lost superstition; that to revise a 
ereed is to kill it; that the old dies and & 
new one is born; that the old was regarded 
as a mistake and that if a certain doctrin 
was necessary unto salvation nearly every- 
body would be lost.” To cut a long story 
short, the gentleman is with me now and 
says that I am right. 

Another minister of this town called on 
me the other day and said he would like 
to hav a positiv statement as to my relig- 
ious views. I told him that I was what a 
great many would call an Infidel; that I 
always believed it best to be honest; that I 
would like to make the world better. I 
would like to remove all the pain and woe 
and suffering from this world. He wanted 
to know what I thought of the Bible; to 
which I replied: **I hav read the Bible 
carefully; I believe it to be an ancient 
history and of purely human production; 
the God of the Bible was jealous, envious, 
malignant, penitent, and revengeful.” I 
told him that I did not believe in the 
account of creation as given ia Genesis— 
in fact, I quoted many absurdities and 
contradictions contained in the Bible. He 
then asked me if I thought everything 


came by ‘‘chance.” To this I replied: 
** Many people know but little of the per- 
sistence of foree or the indestructibility of 
matter; in my judgment matter has existed 
forever; I cannot conceive of the in- 
destructible being created.’ He said: 
te Well, I believe that God created mat- 
tër.” Tasked: “What God do you mean? 
Do, you iiean the Bible God?” “Yes.” 
** Well, the Bible God is fepresérited as 
having eyes, ears, nose, mouth, heart; 


feelings, etc., such as belong to physical 


organization; that would necessitate mat- 
ter. Do you think that God created the 
matter of which he is composed? Where 
was he before there was any place for him 
to be?" I asked him many other ques- 
tions, and finally he concluded that the 
gfeaí divine was tight when he said that 
God was ‘‘an invisible organized intelli- 
gence.” I replied: ‘‘Invisible—can’t be 
Seen; organized—without substance; in- 
telligetice—without a brain. All there is 
is matter; without matter there is noth- 
ing." ‘‘Well,” said he, ‘‘you are an 
Infidel.” I asked: ** Wil you please tell 


the the meaning of Infidelity?” He re-- 


fetred to Webster. 1 then asked him if 
he believed that Webster was inspired. 
** Well," said he, ‘Webster is the stand- 
ard." I asked: '*By what authority, 
natural or supernatural?" No answer. I 
continued: ‘‘Is it possible that God let 
the world go for thousands of years with- 
out telling his children the meaning of the 
term Infidelity, and that if it had not been 
for Webster we would still be in darkness? 
Where did Webster get his right, and 
when did I lose my right, to define the 
term 'Infidelity?'" He asked: ‘* What is 
Your definition?" I replied: **If ‘In- 
fidelity ’ means anything wrong intellectu- 
ally, it seems to me that the ‘Infidel’ is a 
taan who is false to his own mind —that is 
to say, the man who preaches what he 
does not believe is the real Infidel. It is 
wrong to apply that term to an honest 
man, one who expresses his honest 
thoughts. If such a man is an ‘Infidel,’ I 
wish that all were ‘Infidels '" Then he 
said: **If you had a change of heart you 
might see differently." To which I re- 
torted: ‘‘You cannot change a man's 
heart without killing him, but the mind 
may be changed.” C. V. Wrams, 


Let the Galled Jade Winee. 


Brooxuyn, N. Y., Dec. 15, 1898. 

Mr. Epiror: From the antics of our 
mutual friend Peck in your issue of Dec. 
9th, one is led to suspect that he has lately 
come in contact with something that has 
disturbed his equanimity. In the essay 
referred to, Mr. Peck falls into sarcasm, 
as our other mutual friend Wegg used to 
drop into poetry, and exhibits quite as 
much aptitude in the rôle he chooses, as 
did the individual whose life-purpose it 
was to subject the nose of the golden dust- 
man to the operations of the metaphorical 
grindstone, and, it may be added, meets 
with about the same measure of success. 


It would seem to the unprejudiced ob- 


server that our friend’s descent from the 
high position of a would-be instructor in 
finance, which he assumed at the begin- 
ning, to the very low and swampy ground 
he occupies at last, where, for lack of ar- 
guments with which to meet the objections 
of those he looked down upon from the 
altitude of the preceptor’s platform, he is 
obliged to confine himself to absurd con- 
jectures in regard to the objector's diet, is 
deplorably precipitate and undignified. 
Friend Peck says that he cannot answer all 
the letters he has had antagonizing his 
views, which, considering the fact that 
his views are somewhat queer and unusual 
would seem more than probably true. But 
when it is remembered that Mr. Peck has 
appeared in your paper several times 
since his article which precipitated the 
“earthquake” was printed, without at- 
tempting to meet any of the arguments 
advanced in even those antagonistic arti- 
cles which were printed, the conclusion is 
pressed upon one that Mr. Peck either has 
a very feeble case, or else that there are 
other lines of mental effort for which our 
friend is better equipped than he is for de- 
bate. 

If this be not the case, it would seem 
us if he might better hav noticed some 
of the points raised against his posi- 
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tion than to hav wasted his gpacé on the 
desert air of absurd and ineffectiv ridicule 
of the plaintiff's attorney. 


Mr. Peck notices but one of the objec- 
tions made against him in my paper, and 
that not to answer it, but to simply re- 
mark: “Mr. Roscoe asks me if I would 
take Confederate money in exchange for 
cows. ‘This shows that he has studied the 
money question deeply.” . Of course this 
is Mr; Peck’s neat and epigrammatic way 
of intimating that I ha¥ given but little 
thought and study to the question of 
finance. It seems queer, however, that our 
iconoclastic friend, who objects so strenu- 
ously against unfair ecclsiastical methods 
of debate, should hav descended to the 
same level by wresting that seemingly ab- 
surd question from its context, leaving it 
to be presumed that that was all there was 
of it, whereas that question followed an 
attempt to show that Mr. Peck’s assertion 
that ‘‘it does not matter what material 
money may be composed of, if it be only 
convenient,” and that money being only a 
measure of value, needs intrinsic worth no 
more than a yard-stick, was and is not 
true. ‘*We wish to know the length of a 
stick of timber,’’ said Mr. Peck, ‘‘and we 
apply the yard-stick. The rule need not 
beof gold er silver in order to measure cor- 


rectly.” I called his attention to the fact’ 


that money was not only & measure, but 
also an equivalent given for the thing meas- 
ured, and asked him if he would accept 
Confederate money in exchange for prop- 
erty, on. the ground that, being called 
money, it measured values as accurately as 
any money could. His brief and convino- 
ing reply to thisreasoning is, ‘‘ This shows 
that Mr. Roscoe has studied the money 
question deeply.” Now, if Mr. Peck had 
“studied the money question deeply,” 
could he not hav done better than that? 


Again, when asked for proof that Ernest 
Seyd bribed the Americas Congress to 
demonetize silver, is that procf furnished 
when Mr. Peck tells me that I ‘‘ would do 
better to use my powerful intellect” in 
telling why water pours over Niagara 
Falls, or why a rainbow does not stand 
upside down. If Mr. Peck calls this 
kind of thing debate, he should join the 
church as preacher, in order to hav a pul- 
pit from which to address those who do 
not think, or if they. do, hav no chance to 
talk back. Then, Mr. Peck, assuming the 
rôle of ‘‘a Lilliputian specimen of hu- 
manity," from which he rapidly changes 
to the character of **a glow-worm under a 
calcium light "—his first appearance, vol- 
untarily, in that dual róle on any stage— 
wishes to know ‘‘if every independent 
government has not the power to make 
money from or of any material it chooses.” 
Fearing that he may never be an inquirer 
again, let us hasten to answer that various 
governments hav made money of various 
materials according to their pleasure, but 
that no government has ever yet suc- 
ceeded in maintaining for more than a short 
time the value it assigned to its money if 
the latter had not some commodity basis 
the intrinsie value of which was generally 
recognized as being the most stable, sure, 
and convenient measure of value, unless 
that money was made of such commodity, 
fixed in the coinage at its market value. 
Of course, it isentirely possible to float an 
irredeemable currency, if no better is 
attainable, so long as the quantity that 
would circulate of that better currency 
is not exceeded. But no nation has ever 
restricted itself within this limit, and 
probably never will for long, 


In taking leave of Mr. Peck I hasten to 
remove the one distinguishing difference 
between himself and **our Bob," and at 
the same time rehabilitate him with what- 
ever of self-respect my characterization of 
his financial ideas as idiotic, absurd, and 
so forth, may hav divested him, by re- 
marking that I did not say or think that 
he was or isa fool. So far from that being 
the case, I assert that I hav read articles 
from Mr. Peck’s pen that were really 
sensible and well thought out. But itis 
not necessary that one should bea fool in 
order to write foolishly. It is not necces- 
sary to plunge into a discussion of a ques- 
tion one has not studied and write without 
reflection, which Mr. Peck has clearly 
done in this financial question, - The head 
and front of his offending hath this extent 
—no more—that while assuming the róle 
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of instructor, he is unable to even attempt 
to answer the objections of those he looks 
upon as needing instruction because they 
differ with him. E. O. Rosooz. 


The Right to Work. * 

Mr. Eprron: It is remarkable how many 
persons feel qualified to discuss the rela- 
tions of capital and Jabor—to define the du- 
ties of one and rights of the other. Some 
of them seem to think it wrong that anyone 
should hav more property than another, 
when it is only such ones who can giv em- 
ployment to others. Some loudly demand 
the right to work, as if anybody in this 
country had denied the right. And some- 
times the priest hypocritically flatters the 
poor by denouncing the rich, while he 
himself is fattening on their mites and 
winking at the millionaire with the other 
eye. 

Most of the small writers and talkers on 
these subjects seem to indorse, without 
thought, the erroneous notion that all men 
are born as equals. Without stopping to 
consider heredity, climate, and other 
causes operating to produce variety, two 
palpable facts present themselvs to the ob- 
server: 1. That not only is each race and 
nation materially dissimilar from all 
others, but the members of any given com- 
munity differ widely in strength of char- 
acter, ability, and influence. 2. That in 
all ages and climes the many hav been led 
and controlled by the few. 

Diversity in mankind, as well as else- 
where, is a law of nature. At one time 
and place she projects, like a mountain 
peak, a Confucius; at another, a Buddha; 
then a Moses, and other prominent person- 
ages on down through the Christian Dark 
Ages toa meteoric Voltaire and a lumin- 
ous Paine. There hay been times when a 
Cæsar or a priest, as demigods, ruled the 
world; and even now, in this age of prog- 
ress, a pope with à magic thread of super- 
stition lassoes and controls the greater 
part of Christendom. 

In respect to government, the more ab- 
solute the monarch the fewer individuals 
will be found who possess any influence. 
And right here in our better republic, the 
individual sovereign who thinks he has a 
hand in sailing the ship of state, if he takes 
suffieient interest, goes to the caucus and 
receives orders from one or more leaders 
who dictate the nominees and the policy. 

Now this disparity of human energy and 
influence is witnessed more or less in indi- 
vidual effort to obtain the means of living. 
Every community has its more prosperous 
class and its working class; and the work- 
ingman who, from lack of prudence, skill, 
or sagacity, has not been able to accumulate 
anything, is apt to attribute the difference 
of condition to mere luck. He seldom 
doubts his own ability, and is often ready 
to giv advice. 

“Do you know, Mr. Longhead," says 
Mr. Shortsight, ‘‘ what I would do were I 
in your place?” ‘‘Perhaps not, without 
trial,” replies Mr. Loughead; ‘‘but were 
you I, probably you would do as I do, and 
were I you, I should do just as you do.” 
One who is not a parent knows just how 
the child should be treated, and he who 
never owned a dwelling knows just what 
the man of means ought to do. 

The Shortsights are numerous and of 
many varieties. Some of them start early 
in life with the notion that money spent for 
cigars and beer does them more good than 
if deposited in a savings bank. Some of 
them think it necessary to dress like a 
Longhead, although hardly able to make 
ends meet. Some, who are scarcely able 
to support themselvs, take wives to help 
them raise up large families of such as de- 
mand of the Longheads the right to work. 
Some of them form societies which forbid 
working for Longheads except on their 
own terms, and then claim the right to 
work. Some of them vote for all govern- 
ment extravagances, erroneously suppos- 
ing the Longheads hay to pay all the taxes, 
With the expectation of having more work 
and higher wages, they vote monopolistic 
privileges to the Longheads. The higher 
wages attract to our shores millions of 
hands to share them with us and help to 
flood our markets with their productions; 
and when the Longheads hav to stop their 
mills to avoid loss, there is a loud ery of 
the right to work. When & builder finishes 
a contract and has to discharge or lay off 
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the workmen, he is not disputing their 
right to work. 

The right to work is equal with all, but. 
all hav not equal ability. The assertion ` 
that all wealth is the product of wage Jabor 
is not more than half true. Brain leade 


the march in every step of enterprise. The 


savage has strong hands, but for better 
brains he must wait on evolution. 

The workingman who is competent and 
prudent enough to save something to build 
himself a home becomes a Longhead. If 
he can hire men at two dollars a day to help 
him, he will not offer them four. The job 
done, the help paid, and the house is the 
result of the labor and capital solely of Mr. 
Longhead. Think that over. Why one 
man hath what another lacks may be 
figured out from natural facts. 

Seeing a number of hand-drillers at 
work on an extensiv rock, a Longhead in- 
vents a steam drill that does as much work 
as a half-dozen men. Every factory strives 
for improved machinery. Machinery dis- 
places hand labor, generally produces be- 
yond local needs, and often earns a fortune 
for its owner. ; 


Where factorv shoes are all the go, 
Saint Crispin's kit hath little show. 


Building the Brooklyn bridge gave em- 
ployment to many men; but only the skill- 
ful architect and the capital employed can 
properly be said to hav built it. The 
credit of constructing the Suez canal is 


‘given the designer (De Lesseps) rather 


than to any number of Arab sand-diggers, 
Great enterprises do not create, but rather 
display, business talent. Previous to our 
civil war the different branches of business 
were condncted with comparativ modera- 
tion and regularity. Legislation had not 
then undertaken to abolish wholly the nat- 
ural law of supply and demand. A com- 
petent workman was seldom idle, and more 
such then than now owned their homes. 
True, wages were lower; but immigration 
was less and easily assimilated, taxes were 
lower, cost of living less, and the differ- 
ence of condition not so great. During 
and since the war, however, the rush in 
fortune-making schemes has resulted in 
elevating the Longheads and depressing 
and increasing the number of Shortsights. 

Meddlesome legislation, ostensibly for 
the workingman’s benefit, is responsible 
for much of his hardship. The partial 
law, intended to lessen some evil, is almost 
sure to increase it. Instead of asking for 
more benefit of that kind, he should urge 
the lawmakers to repeal all such laws, re- 
duce government expenses, and enact a 
graduated income-tax law. 

It is a Longhead who now obtains the 
patent, who secnres the privileged charter, 
who employs thousands in building and 
other enterprises, and who knows when 
his family is large enough. 

I disclaim the thought of disparaging or 
discouraging anyone; but I think it bet- 
ter to recognize the natural law of di- 
versity among men; that to dó so will 
enable us to be more practical in our ef- 
forts to remove existing evils and improve 
our condition. 

The Irishman who said that one man is 
just as good as another and sg little better 
was partly right. I am conscious that 
some persons are my superiors in ability 
and worth (the reader will likely agree 
with me in that), and I also feel that some 
are below my grade. 

I despise flattery, whether coming from 
the priest who tells his selfish flock that if 
they believe and giv just as he dictates the 
Lord will in the hereafter put crowns on 
their heads, harps in their hands, and 
listen to their eternal singing; or from the 
pedagog who tells the boys, in effect, not 
to waste their time in small matters, but to 
aim straight for the presidency—that each 
one of them may win it. In aiming too high 
we may overlcok passing opportunities.” 

Probably nine-tenths of the working- 
men in this country are slaves to some 
church. Through fear they continue the 
barbarian custom of helping the Lord, and 
think that every dime given him relaxes 
hisangry brow. Enough is wasted in this 
way to build thousands of homes. During 
the long period of hard times and idlenesa 
no ease is known of any priest who lost flesh 
or was evicted for non-payment of rent. 
‘Were the sly priest compelled to let him 
alone, more dimes could be saved for the 
workiagman's home. L. G. REED. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrox, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica 
tions for thts Corner should be sent. 


“Between the dark and the daylight, 
en the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Happy New Year. 


When the old year goes out and the new one 
comes in, 

Let old grudges go too, let new friendship begin: 

And remember that kindness and pleasure and 
mirth 

Are hatched, not in heaven, butin folks on the 
earth, 


Thonan, the days be short and the weather be 
bad, 
Tis the time to make presents, the time to be 
elad— 
The time for feastings and greetings of love— 
` For the joys of life that come not from above 


With a bright blazing fire, and the hose running 
o’er, 

The children a-dancing on the big kitchen floor, 

We'll thank our own prudence for the winter’s 


supply— 
Not abit of which comes from the man in the 
sky. L. G.R 


A Happy New Year to All. 


The old year has gone, and the new 
year, in all its sweetness and youthful 
beauty, is with us. 

We cannot be very joyous while there is 
80 much distress in our land. But let us 
hope that present conditions are only tem- 
porary, and that soon the wheels of in- 
dustry wil be again in motion—that want 
will disappear and plenty crown the board. 
We wish all our friends, and enemies, too, 
if we hav any, a bright, prosperous, and 
happy new year. —Enp. C. C. 


-—— — 


Out Duty Toward One Another. 


BY EDWARD DOBSON. 


Each day still better other's happiness. 
Until the heavens, enjoying earth’s good 


ap, 
Add ant banori title to your crown. 
—Shakspere. 

Dr. Paul Carus truly says, ‘‘ The ethical 
problem is the burning question of to- 
day.” ‘True it is, few are aware of the 
.importanee of this ‘‘burning question," 
and of what bearing it has on the standard 
of conduct of the world at large. Per. 
haps, the chief reason why this is so, is 
beeanse too much time is taken up with 
trifles and study of self. It ia to be la- 
mented, egoistic feelings seem to predom- 
inate over altruistic feelings. Were it 
otherwise, much of the trouble and un- 
happiness tbat now afflict humanity would 
be alleviated. Perhaps someone says; 
**Sinee nearly every person has to look 
out for himself or herself, is it not natural 
egoistic feelings should prevail?” True 
enough, but the many years life has been 
upon the face of our planet, the many 
trials and vicissitudes that the race has 
been subjected to, should hav tanght the 
lesson that altruistic motivs should pre- 
dominate over all others, instead of the 
utterly selfish feelings which still charac- 
terize the world, in spite of its many or- 
ganizations aud societies ‘‘ for the protec- 
tion and welfare of each other.” How- 
ever, a new era is dawning. The future is 
assuming a brightened aspect, and soon, 
: we hope, instead of being the cold, cruel 
world it now is, it will become a peacefnl, 
kind, and loving world—a humanitarian 
one. Then the main thought will be. not 
to advance your own interests as much as 
the interests of your fellow-beings, and the 
society or community to which you may 
belong. 

The intent of this essay is to show, toa 
certain extent, how we should act toward 
one another. It does not seem to be quite 
understood that we are born to be com- 
panions to those whom we meet and know, 
and to be friends to those wh> are in need 
of same. Very few seem to care whether 
their neighbor is in need of help, or may 
need words of encouragement. No doubt 
there are some who will do their best to 
help others along, but they are scattered 
like ships on an ocean over thousands of 
miles in extent. In fact, as it has been 
said, we should ‘‘liv honestly, to hurt no 
man willfully, and to render every man 
his due.” 


Epictetus has written: ‘‘ There is no true 


conclusion in these reasonings: I am richer 
than thou, therefore I am better; I am 
more eloquent than thou, therefore I am 
better, But the conclusions are rather 
these: I am richer than thou, therefore 
my wealth is better; I am more eloquent 
than thou, therefore my speech is better. 
But thou art not wealth, and thou art not 
speech.” What noble reasoning! How 
absurd to think that speech makes the 
man, or even that gold or wealth, which, 
as the ‘‘ Bard of Avon” says: 


"Tis something, nothing, 
"Twas mine, *t is his, and has been slave 
to thousands, 


should make the man also. If we wish to 
find out what a man’s true character is, we 
do not generally look to his wealth or to 
his accomplishments in fine arts, for a 
rogue may hav the bearing and education 
ofa gentleman. Epicharmus wrote: 


"Tis theirs alone, who boast no inbred 
worth, 

To found their claim of honor on their 
birth, 

And strive their want of virtue to supply 

With glory borrowed from old ancestry. 


No; we look to see how far he is Denefit- 
ing his fellow-beings; how noble he is; how 
kind, sympathetic, and generous; we look 
to see how sincere he may be. Yes, these 
are the traits that tell These are the 
characteristics of a man. When we are 
born, we are all equal It is our accom- 
plishments, possessions, and  pursuits 
which seem to make us better or not as 
good as anyone else; and Epictetus truly 
points out the truth of this in the para. 
graph quoted from him. Is the man who 
livs in luxury any better than he, who is 

Scorned and poor, 
He begged his bread from door to door. 
—NScott. 

No; the beggar may hav the character- 
istics of a man, the other may be one in 
disguise. So, if we really want to benefit 
the world we liv in and to bea help to 
those who may need it, we must be men 
and women in the true sense, I hav heard 
a woman say that she ‘‘ would sooner be a 
woman tban a Jady, as a lady means nowa- 
days—that you are wealthy and hav a po- 
sition in society, or something just the 
same.” There is more truth in those 
words than one would naturally believe. 

Aristotle says in his works on ‘* Govern- 
ment," ** I mean to oppose men of account 
to the common people, the poor to the 
rich, and to blend both these into one 
bodv, and to increase the numbers of 
those who are in the middle rank, and this 
will prevent those seditions which arise 
from an inequality of condition.” There 
is to be much fault found in the way peo. 
ple are divided into classes to-day. The 
overbearing of the rich, and the discon- 
tent of the poor, are one of the obstacles 
the humanitarian may find in the way of 
conciliating both these classes, and bring. 
ing about a better feeling. Were it other- 
wise, how easy would be the path of jus- 
tice, truth, and love, and how much better 
for the world, though it would be by no 
means wise to counsel the abatement of 
conflict in commercial lines, for it is by 
this conflict we are able to better ourselvs. 
This conflict should not make enemies of 
man, as it sometimes does, but should be 
the means of inereasing the harmony be- 
tween us. 

The words quoted from Aristotle con- 
tain truth. It is not necessary to ''op- 
pose" people to harmonize them. Still, it 
would be much better were both the poor 
and the rich more satisfied with one 
another. 

CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK, 
—ÉÜ n 


Correspondenee. 


SKIDMORE, Mo., Deo. 13, 1893. 

Dwar Miss Wixon: We hav taken Tug 
Trura Suexer for a long time, and I like 
it very much. I go to school, My 
teacher's name is Mrs. Porter. I am nine 
years old to-day. I study History, Arith- 
metic, Physiology, Grammar, Geography, 
and Spelling. I liv ina very small town 
about half a mile from the Nodaway River 
and there are about four hundred inhabit. 
ants in this town. There is only one rail- 
road. I hav a petsquirrel named Bunnie 
and three dolls. I think I hav written 
quite enough for this time. I will close. 
‘Good-bye. MABEL WARE, 

[What does Mabel think she will do when 
she grows up?—En. C. O.] 


BALLINGER, Tex., Dec. 12, 1898. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write to the Ohildren's Corner, as I hav 
nothing else to do. My name is Arthur 
Doose. I liv in Ballinger, and am ten 
years old. I am in the fifth grade. I 
study reading, spelling, geography, gram- 
mar, and writing. I would like for some 
of the little Freethinkers of the Corner to 
write to me. I will close, hoping to see 
this in print, Your Liberal friend, 
` AnTHUR DoosE. 


[Arthur should secure some fine corre- y 


spondents from the Corner, —Ev. C. C. 


WATERLOO, IND., Dec. 10, 1893. 
Dzar Miss Wrxon: J am a little girl six 
years old. I go to school. I read in the 
Second Reader. I study Reading, Writ- 
ing, Spelling, Language, and Numbers. 
I hav one brother and one sister. T go to 
Sunday-sehool some times, but I don't 
like to go. Papa takes Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER. I am going to read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner every week. We livon a 
farm, one mile from town. I hav lots of 
pets. This being my first letter, hoping it 
will escape the waste basket, I remain 

your Freethinker friend, 
Harre R. SALTSMAN. 


[Few girls of six years can write so nice 
a letter, so free from mistakes. —Ep. C. C.] 


—— 


Marss, Ina., Dec. 5, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write a few lines to the Corner. I some- 
times go to Sunday-school and church. 
The gentleman I am stopping with takes 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER, and I read it, and 
like it very much. 1 would rather read it 
than the Bible. I only read the Bible 
when I hav nothing else to read. I am 
fourteen years old. I liv on a mining 
claim. the weather is very wet here now. 
We hav no school at present. I like to go 
very well. For fear of the waste-basket I 
will close. 
I remain your Liberal friend 
AnNETos E. BENAIT. 


[Tell us, Arnetos, please, about the 
mines, and the kind of ore they yield. —Ep. 
€. €.] 


. L:iNpsAr, Ont., Deo. 3, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I've thought of 
writing to you several times, but think I 
shall make a success of this effort. My 
name was taken from Mrs. Slenker’s story 
in Taz TRUTH Serxer, ‘‘ John’s Way." 
My pa was at the great Fair, and attended 
three meetings of the International Con- 
vention of Freethinkers on the final Sun- 
day and heard you speak. He said you 
are afine, well-built lady, eloquent and in- 
tellectual. He says you are indeed the 
child's friend and the friend of woman. 
Hoping to see this in Tue TRUTH SEFKER, 
which pa has taken for twelve years, I am 
your Freethinker friend, 
Myra MQippnETON. 


[Glad to hear from Myra, and hope she 
will write again. Her pa is mistaken about 
the matter mentioned. The editor of the 
Corner is opposed to anything of the kind. 
No woman of sense will be so unwise as to 
injure herself in such a way.—Ep. C. C.] 


WooDLAND, Mo.. Dec. 16, 1893. 
Drar Miss .Wrxon: As I hav not written 
to the Corner for a long time, I thought I 


. would write again. I go to school every 


"finished last night. 


day. My studies are arithmetic, civil 
government, history, fifth reader, spelling, 
and language. I hay finished up geog- 
raphy. 

‘They hav four churches around in this 
part of the country. The Methodists had 
a meeting first, then the Presbyteriau, 
When the Methodist 


‘meeting was going on the members would 


shout and jump and make a terrible noise. 
And even the preacher would jump. The 
preacher said that an ungodly man was no 
better than a mule or a monkey. 

Well,I had better close, for fear it is too 
long. Yours truly, DELBERT Lear. 


[Preachers are apt to make silly 
speeches, which, as they are of no impor- 
tance, are not worth noticing.—Ep C. C.] 


WATERLOO, IND , Dec. 10, 1898. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: As my little sister 
has written a letter, I thought I would 
write oue too. I went to Sunday-school 
yesterday and the teacher told us a story. 
There was a man went to church andswent 
to sleep, and just as he awoke he heard 
the preacher say something about com- 
mentators not always agreeing with him, 
and he went home and told his wife 
that the poor preacher had nothing but 
common ''taters" to eat and he was 
going to take him a bushel of good ones. 
Papa heard you lecture at the Congress 
and he says that if all the children in the 
United State had heard you they would 
say you were the grandest woman that 
ever lived. Charlesworth is going to be 
here this week. Yours affectionately 

Grace SALTSMAN. 


[Another bright girl, whose papa praises 


us too extravagantly. We hardly dare to 
print such glowing words. We are only 
trying to do all the good we can, as we 
pass through life, to destroy the supersti- 
tion that is so harmful to our human kind. 
Many are engaged in the same glorious 
work, and weareonly one with them.—Ep. 


C. C.] 


SxownEGAN, Me., Dec 17, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: In the school I at- 
tend Iam the only one who will openly 
| and fearlessly admit being an Infidel. 
lOne girl says she only prays when it 
storms. A Baptist minister called at our 
schoo! one day, and asked one of my 
schoolmates if navis, the Latin for ship, 
was really feminin, why they gave Ships 
men's names? ''Well, Mr. H.,” said my 
schoolmate, ** you've asked me a question, 
Illask you one. Why do they call them 
women's names?" 'The minister's answer 
was, '' Miss M., I bid you good-day.” 
The entire school was shocked at my 
schoolmate’s action, and more, I think, 
when I defended him, by saying that the 
caller had no business to ask a question he 
himself could notanswer. 

Revival meetings are being held at the 
Methodist church here. One girl says 
her mother won't let her go, because the 
evangelist looks like a **Bowery tough." 
He said one evening, that the Lord said 
he'd ought to get mad, and swear at the 
people. 

Colonel Ingersoll was in Lewiston, and 
my father, who went to hear him, was de- 
lighted. We all wished that he could hav 
come here. . 

We are Spiritualists, and my uncle is a 
clairvoyant physician. Grandma has taken 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER for some time. . 

I hay only been to church oncein Maine. 
I then went for my own amusement. I 
used to liv in Iowa, but I came to Maine 
last January. k 

This is my first letter to the Children’s 
Corner. I wrote once, last winter, to the 
Editor. A Liberal friend, 

Lucy BiaEgLOw. 


{Lucy is a bright, sensible girl, whose 
letters should often appear in the Corner. 
—En. C. C.] . i 


CLEVELAND, O., Dec. 11, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. Iam thirteen; I go to 
Waring school; Iam very much interested 
in the Children’s Corner. My father isan 
Infidel and a great admirer of Thomas 
Paine; my father takes THE TRuTH SEEKER 
every week. In my schoolall the children 
hav to write & Christmas story of our own 
composing. Thinking it might interest 
the children of the Corner, I will send you 
acopy. This is my Christmas story: 

There were four children in the big 
sitting-room at grandpa’s farmhouse, 
where they were to spend their holiday. 
Their names were Fanny, May, Lulu, and 
Tennie. 

**T would like to see Santa Claus," said 
Fanny, rubbing her eyes, for the sand- 
man had already been around for that lit- 
tle girl, although the clock on the mantle 
said it was only seven. 

“When we go to bed we will keep 
awake, and see if we can see Santa Claus," 
said Tennie. 

‘All right," said Lulu," and away the 
children went up-stairs to the big, warm 
bedroom where four stockings hung in a 
row. 

‘Now, when the clock strikes twelve 
keep real quiet," said Lulu, ‘‘and we will 
see Santa Claus." 

But, strange to say, before the clock 
struck eight six little eyes were closed and 
three little girls were fast asleev, And 
onlv one little girl was awake. The clock 
struck nine, and thén ten, and eleven, and 
drowsiness came over May, and then the 
clock struck. twelve, and— What's that? 
May starts up with a sudden jump, and 
there stood the funniest man you ever saw, 
with & long white beard and a little red 
face, with rosy cheeks and a little pug 
nose. He had a little short, rounded 
body, and a big basket of, oh! such beau- 
tiful toys and dolls, books, and ever so 
many other handsome things, she couldn't 
tell how much, there were so many other 
things'in the basket. But, before she 
eould hav time to speak, the little old man 
had disappeared and left May to laugh 
over the funny sight. 

And then, **Oh, see what I hav!" and 
“Oh, ain't this beautiful?" and ‘‘ Yes, 
lovely!" and **May, are you awake?—just 
get upand see the beautiful things!" And 
May jumped up, wondering if she really 
did see Santa Claus, or whether it was a 
dream. Anyway, he was a funny old man, 
and May laughs to this dav, althongh she 


is an old woman now. And so ends my 
story. 

Hoping to see this in print, I remain 
; yours, IRENE YEOMAN. 


(A very creditable little story.— Ep. 
C. 0.) 
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New Publications. 


Pleasure and 


New Publications. 


AN ATTEMPL TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: 
Book I—PrEAsURE: Chap. I.—Sources of Pleasure. Chap. IL- Material Pleasures. 


Ideal Pleasures. Chap —Social Pleasures. Chap. V Ghap. TE = 


.—Pleasures of the Savage, the 


Barbarian and the Civilized. Chap. VI.— Genesis igi — Christiani 
Boox ID EMT DrzvELoPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpose of religions. Chap. VIL- Christianity. 
Cha; 


hap. IIL.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: = 
IM | Pleasturen: Character. Chap. V. > soola P Chap. Vii ES Cas Den 
Boox III.—MonAr DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. IL.—Material Pleasures: Prudence. 
` Chap. I[L—Material Pleasures: Refinement. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Foresight, 
Chap. V.—Idea] Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL— Vioe 
Caused by Restraint. 
Boox IV.—Soc1at DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L—Progress. Caap. IL —Protection, Capitalism, and 
Socialism: Respe:tivly an Actual, an Imminent, and a Proposed Violation of Individual 
Sovereignty. Chap. [1] —Condition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Public Schools, the 
menaj Mene. Tekel of Socialism, Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 

sorder. 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have by 
men who are in every way qualified as judges of books: p m ve beei tendered by 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with- 
out mu h thought whether the ice is thin or not. Íta&nsw.rs the greatest question_What is the 
usa, object, mot:ve, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cause and motive of progress? 
—by ons word, Plea:ure!—Thaddeus B. Wakeman ] 

He sharply attacks, also, modern methous-of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out vy the facts, an 1 his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—New York Commercial Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 

` There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with words for lask of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can reed this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. [Itis a work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
The book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 
its bold, honest sayings.—L. K. Washburn. 

Here we have pnilosophy up to date, the advance word of the progressive thinker; nota dry, 
abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words upon the conduct of life, and a'l illus- 
trated with such an abundance of anecdote and mecaphor as add real entertainment to solid in. 
struction. This is an important book, striking at superstition and unreasonable tradition, and up- 
holding individual liberty in defiance of governmentat law and socia] custom. After reading this 
book one feels that the author will ir be able to write another, for he has put ali his life and 
knowledge into this one. Every page bristles with points; there is no padding or filling in, no mere 
literary em vellishment; but clean-cut apothegms abound, and every line is dictated by nard-headed 
common-sense —Capt. Robi. O. Adams. 


leasures. 


never 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


"Pleasure and Progress" has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel. 
lent paper, and costs, bound in oloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayeste Pl., New York, N. Y. 


FREETHINKERS' 


—THE— 


PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
To BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
: STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
“ARS 


TO MAINTAJN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS ON HESTON, 
WITH PukTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


A represent ynde Sam and the Priests. 


-]2 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
he Church Kobbing the People. TN 


Missionaries. 


5 

3 b Thanksgiving. 1 m The Lord's Instruments, 
6 4 Sabbath Laws. 25 j Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
9 09. Woman and ihe Ohareh” 3. ^  Pimandtolum s 
6 ki The Church and Thomas Paine. 4 ee Ireland and the Church. | 
4 x Rindios m Narnral History. x á Ghuroh’s lden. of Civilization; 
3 e Bible and Science. : e Uses o TOBB. 
15 fe The Clergy and Their Flocks. |4 *  _Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
i be ps A in Our Penjtentiaries. 2s "m fersecntions ot the Church. 

k e Atonement Scheme. ome ories. 
4 s The Lord and His Works. 8 "n ‘Heaven. 
2 s Prayer. 6 e Hell, 
10 = The Creeds. 7 * iscellaneous. 
1 e Christians and Mohammedans. j 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared ia this country, and it is yery doubtful if another one lixe it will ever again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit cf putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price ìt world have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful s\ccess. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most w.nde-ful volume.—[Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism , He has dedicatcd his genius tn 
Freethought, and has done fai hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures donot make up the whole of his^o'nme ‘There are nearlytwo hundred pages of readin 
matter th.t se ve first as exp.anations of th» illnstrati ns, and secondly as texta to prove the vtto 
fais:ty of the church's profe:sions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether th: 
book is one of tue best weapons against Christianity «nd the church tha; has ever been put in th: 
bands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. ! 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2 50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


| : ELIT TU 
d Progress. PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


A Full Description of the Fair, Invaluable as a Guide-Book and still more Inval- 
uable to those who cannot attend, It tells WHAT TO SEE and WHERE TO SEE IT; 
gives rates of admission to the various attractions of the Fair and cost of living in 

hicago, with other useful information to the visitor. 
tis, besides beiug a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. : 


A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition,the greatest ever known to the present time. 


PICTURES OF ALL THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 


Woman's Building. Art Palace. Fisheries Building. 

Administration Building, Manufactures and Liberal Agricultural Building. 

Electrical Building. Arts Building. Transportation Building. 

Machinery Hall. Mines and Mining Building. Horticultural Building. 
Forestry Building. 


A visitor to the Fair says of this book—reading it in Tus Troura SanxeR—that 
it is charming and to one who has seen the Fair vastly entertaining. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A New Book by Helen H. Gardener. 


FACTS AND FICTIONS OF LIFE. 


CONTENTS. 


Sex in Brain. 
Heredity in Its Relations to a Double Standard of 
orals. 


Preface. | "n 
The Fictions of Fiction. 
A Day in Court. à: ? 
Thrown in With the City's Dead. Divorce and the Proposed National Law. 
An Irresponsible Educated Olass. —— Lawsuit or Legacy. 

The Moral Responsibility of Woman in Heredity. | Common Sense in Surgory. 

Woman as an ex. 


At the Woman's Congress at Chicago Helen Gardener delivered as an address one of the chap- 
ters of this book. The Chicago Times said of it and her: " But the last address, dealing with the 
most delicate of the problems of reform, clear, unhesitant, modest, bus uncompromising, was lis- 
tened to with breathless interest by the audience. It was ‘Heredity in Its Re ation to a Double 
Standard of Morals,’ and y the one woman of all others best qualified t? speak 
upon that subject—Heleu Gardener. Petite, graceful, eloquent with the burden of her thought, 
Miss Gardener enchained every auditor, and when she had finished received a perfeot ovatiou, which 
her courage ana devotion had so worthily won. The evening session was highly intere«ting, but 
that of the morning be set down on the tablet of the memory of those present as one of the dis- 
tinetivly great features of the week's congress.” 


i6 was delivere 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


work. It is THE book to show how 


This is Mrs. Gages latest and crownin 
eeps her in an inferior position. A 


the church has enslaved woman and kept and 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception, of inherent rights : 2. g . 

Chapter 1I deals with the theological dogmas, of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being marriaue was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church wa: unfavorablo to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced « egrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

Chapter IIl is on The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making tho 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christi-n barbarism, the c ergy became a distinct body—at onee a“ holy" and an unholy 
caste. Learning w-8 prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
thard of their property; daughters cou:d be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation cffected 
no change. ; ; ; i g 

Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nudo women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crin e-makers, etc. g : 

apter V— Witchceraft. In the days. f this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of eve a little learning wa: sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, 80 rabid were the cler, y not to suffer © witch t> liv. This perse-ution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers" continued it in 
erica. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. : 

Thechapter on '* Wives” shows how the disrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—tiat the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice ot buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 38 opposed by the church. z a 

In Chapter VII is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Keformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and tho other" prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as we'l as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christiah sects. . " g . 

the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman's sufferings as interference with her ‘curse,’ of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman's “inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crashed her pep eer 1 ner mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
Tones cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 

o. 


In cloth, $2; in Aaif-leather binding, $8. Address THE TRUTH SEEK"- 


14 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 6, 1894. 


Gems o F Phought. 


= We are as much gainers by finding a 
new property in the old earth as by acquir- 
ing a new planet.— Emerson. 


FREETHINKERS rage against an extinct 
Jesuitism, not perceiving that the venom- 
ous thing has crept into a Protestant skin. 
—Moncure D. Conway. 


A MAN should learn to detect and watch 
that gleam of light which flashes across 
the mind from within more than the luster 
of the firmament of bards and sages.— 
Emerson. 


Lovz is—I know not what; which comes 
—I know not whence; which is formed—I 
know not how; which enchants—I know 
not by what, and which ends—I know not 
when or why.—44 lle de Scuderi., 


Wuo does not see that the same author- 
ity which ean establish Christianity in ex- 
clusion of all other religions, may estab- 
lish, with the same ease, any particular 
sect of Christians in exclusion of all other 
secta? —James Madison. 


Tux-goal for all is truth. The lines of 
travel may differ, but they will converge. 
Honor all honest methods by which the 
journey is accomplished. Let him who 
wil travel in sleepers, with steam har- 
nessed to his chariot, and let him who 
chooses travel afoot. What we need to ac- 
knowledge is the necessity of movement, 
the imperious declaration of growth, and 
the vital overarching dictates of mental, 
moral, and physical iategrity.—Horace L. 
Lraubel. 


Mans is nature’s last and most powerful | 


work; but however high his development 
or great his achievements, he is yet a child 
of the earth and the forces that hav formed 
all the life that exists thereon. He cannot 
separate himself from the environment in 
which he grew, and a thousand ties of 
nature bind bim back to the long-forgotten 
past, and prove his kinship to all the lower 
forms of life that hav sprung from that 
great common mother, earth.—Clarence 
S, Durrow. 


Ir has always been claimed by the re- 
ligionist that morality is the outgrowth of 
religion, and without it the world would 
degenerate into a condition of barbarity or 
“total depravity.” Where was religion's 
morality in the days of religious persecu- 
tion? Where was ber feeling of sympathy 
at the times of the Roman Inquisition? 
And where would her morality be to-day 
if the power of the church was not re- 
strained by social law? ‘‘Church and 
state " means what it meant eight hundred 

ears ago—total destruction to individual 

iberty.—7. €. Widdicombe. 


Atways the popular faith has been the 
last word, the supreme revelation, to those 
who believe; and always the first doubters 
—the Uhlans preceding the army of de- 
stroyers and subsequent reconstructors— 
hav been made martyrs to their negation, 
To be said to doubt the tutelar deities of 
the city cost Socrates his life— Socrates, 
who, before all men, taught reverence and 
preached virtue. T'o deny that Jesus, the 
son of Mary, was God incarnate has cost 
many hundreds of lives. To question the 
divine mission of Mohammed has been as 
fatal to thousands as was the denial of the 
supremacy of Jehovah to the priests of 
Baal. The world réveres its idols, and 
looks neither to the fashion of their make 
Dor to the passions they typify. Jealous 
or cruel, punishing the children for the 

. father’s sin, or demanding the sacrifice of 
, the innocent for the redemption of the 
| guilty—these idols are precious beyond all 
else, and their worship is held as dear as 
life itself, —&. Lynn Linton, 


i! Bor the main source of that prejudice 
"i was revealed by a Russian journal, edited 
lin the interests of the holy Synod, and 
which reminded its readers that ‘‘no re- 
'"'strietions of their [the Jews’] civil rights 
Moan outweigh the scandal of their religious 
y privilege.” That privilege, the preroga- 
Hs of rationalism, has never been forgiven 


i 
i 


D 


by the bondsmen of superstition. The 
Pslave’s envy of the freeman, the chain- 
"dog's antipathy to the wolf, are trifles com- 
‘pared with the odium of mental emancipa- 
"tion, the bigot’s mingled horror and 
‘hatred of the Sadducean who refuses to 
"aacrifice his reason upon the altar of faith. 
(They dread the consequences as much as 
i the motivs of hisintellectual independence; 
“they watch him with the grim mistrust 
that turns upon the guest who insists on 
+ remaining sober in an assemblage of Rus- 
« sian topers. Hence the rage that hounded 
* the Waldenses from glen to glen of their 


1 


mountain-homes, and for centuries hurled 
a charge of sorcery at the head of every 
Freeihinker. What might not be expected 
of an adversary who persisted in keeping 
his eyes open while his opponents submit- 

: ted to be hoodwinked by their priests? 
The unfairness of his advantages seemed 
to forfeit his claim to mercy in this world 
as in the next.—Felix L, Oswald, 


HAND-BOOK 


° OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doo- 
j^ trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
EGER to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
i à of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersollsaid of 
it enables some ody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 

and Freethought. Price 
ress TRUTH SEEKER. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, — 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 


Paine's "Age of Reason,’ 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianit 
loth, $1; paper, 50 cents. Add 


an Intelligent Being. . 


n 


SYNOPSIS: 
I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers 
I. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 


HI. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for , 
His Processes Are E regionsly Slow, 
They Are Egregions Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No Use,. , 
IV. What Is Called Desi They avo Produced Faulty Mochanisims ii 
A at Is Called Design Is y Subserviency; an e Watch Argument Is Illegitima. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. i I i 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Pee 


VA 


Price 15 cents, THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Address 


` 


PRESENTS :: nOR 
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Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib ral who will canvass for 
our book * Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated.” In fact we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours weekly and so d nearly 
fifty copi«sina month. The price is l^w; every- 
body knows the Old Testament stories. and 
neatly everybody would like a bcok applying 
nineteerth-century «it and knowledge to them. 
People lire to isugh. Reverence for the Old 
Testament tales has Jargely dis&preared and 
jokes at the expense of Jonah snd Joreph ard 
Esau and Samson and D:vid, snd the other wor- 
tbics of upsavory reputati^n, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It ssems to us that the brok will eell at 
sight. It does herein the store. Licersls out of 
émployment will find this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. 

Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
THE THE 
BRAIN ^» BIBLE; 
: , 
oR 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. : 


Price, cloth, $1. Address - " 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Bthical Societies 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
-—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K, WASHBURN 
Price, $1.50. For sale at THIS OF FIOR. 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 


in the year. 
hands often changes the views of seva 


Libera) book in the right 


eral persons. 


THE :: HOLIDAYS. 


We have 
bound for j 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. 
all good books for the purpose : 


quite a number of books appropriatel 


oliday purchasers, and we will, pao. 


The following are 


he Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

0" Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, ¢6.50; leather, 
ie $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


Tie World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Tre Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 


the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


[rgersoll's Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. 

[ngersotr's Princigal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; What Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll. 


fe. 

2 

L In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. 

Photograph Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 
50 cents. 

Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A" In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


22x98. 


[/eltaire’s Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half caif, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

Darwin and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

Tre Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Unly Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 
25smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 


onway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes, 'The best and only com- 
plese life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


arten's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. -By Matilda 
a eoru. Gage. Leather, $8; cloth, gilt top, 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in_the " Decline 
and Fail of the Roman Empire.” Half 
oalf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


orce and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $8; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


D ynamie Theory of Life and Mind. By Jamea 
B. Alexander. Cloth, 92.75. 
essons From the World of Matter and the 
- World of Mar, By Theodore Parker, 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 
Asleep and Awake. A new Liberal novel, 


By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
back stamp, $1. : 


Çosmian Hymn Book. With musie to all 


-the songs. Editéd by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


wer For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. eq 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 25 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Dry (in horrified whisper): ‘‘Mama, 
Willy is an Infidel.” Mama: ‘‘An Infidel?” 
Dilly: ‘‘ Yes; he said he don't believe 
there's any Santa Claus.” — Puck. ] 


First Conwi8H Miner: “I thout thee 
was converted. Where's thee faith?" 
Second Cornish Miner (rolling up his 
shirt-sleeves): ‘‘Thee call me a liar again 
and I'll show thee where my faith is.” 


Toe Squire: ''Well Smith, I want 
your advice. Hadn’t we better let them 
hav their way this time?" Smith: ‘‘No, 
no, sir. Stick to your rights. What 7say 
is, ‘giv such people a hinch and they'll 
take a hell,’ if you'll pardon my usin’ such 
strong language.” 


Aw Argyllshire elder was asked how the 
kirk gotalong. He said: ‘‘ Aweel, we had 
four hundred members. Then we had a 
division, and there were only two hundred 
left; then a disruption, and only ten of us 
left. Then we had a heresy trial, and now 
there's only me and ma brither Duncan 
left, and I ha' great doots o' Duncan's or- 
thodoxy."— Tit Bits. 


** Horno, Dinkelspike! I suppose that 
now you and your father-in-law hav em- 
braced Christianity you keep Christmas." 
‘“Yaiz. Silfersdein he come py me undt 
he say, ‘Devy, for dhose Grismas bresent 
I giv you vorty ber cent, disgount on all 
dher poy's glothes you vant.*" ‘‘That 
wasnice. How many boyshavyou?" “I 
haf no poys. Only four girls." 


A Boston clergyman tells me that, a 
short time ago, he was anxious to refer to 
a book called ‘‘Seekers after God.” Ran- 
sacking bookstores and libraries in vain 
for it, he finally called to mind that a Chi- 
cago friend, also a clergyman, had fre- 
quently quoted from it, so Te wrote him to 
look about in Chicago book-stores, and buy 
the book for him as soon possible. By 
telegram came the startling reply: ‘‘ No 
ESAE after. God in Chieago."— Boston 

obe, 


Tey met by chance in the waiting-room 
of a railway station.. ‘‘My friend," began 
the man with the valise full of tracts per- 
suasivly, ‘‘hav you ever reflected’ on the 
shortness of life, the uncertainty of all 
things here below, and the fact that death 
is inevitable?" ‘‘Hav I?" replied the man 
in the shaggy overcoat cheerfully. ** Well, 
I should reckon! I’m a life insurance 
agent.” ‘*Ah—um—looks as if we were 
going to hav more snow, doesn’t it?" said 
the other, locking his valise with a snap.— 
Chicago Tribune.. 


Tur following is told by the late Rev. 
Hugh Stowell Brown: ''At Aberdeen, 
James Abernethy, a most sedate elder in 
the Free Church, told me that in Scotland 
the ministers are, or hav been, so negligent 
as not to baptize the children for years. 
The children are great swearers, picking 
up the accomplishment from the sailors 
who frequent these islands. A child four 
years of age was brought forward for bap- 
tism; and when the water was sprinkled in 
his face exclaimed, ‘Damn it! what’s 
this?’ "— London Freethinker. 


AT a prayer-meeting in an Indiana 
church the other evening a stranger offered 
the following petition: **Lord, thou know- 
est Iam a stranger here Thou.knowest I 
do not. liv here but reside in a neighbor- 
ing town. Thou knowest I hav relativa in 
another town, whom I am on my way to 
see. Lord, thou knowest why I am here 
instead of there. Thou knowest why I 
can’t get there. Lord, thou knowest just 
what I want. Iwant forty cents. Amen." 
He got the forty cents, and is now a firm 
believer in the efficacy of prayer.— New 
York Tribune. 


On Sunday last there was a church pa- 
rade at which the bishop-of Mashonaland 
officiated. Church parades are not, and 
never will be, popular. There appears to 
be a prejudice ingrained into the trooper’s 
nature against the institution, and there is 
some truth in the saying that the affair is 
the cause of more blasphemy than devo- 
tion. ‘Fall in there for church parade," 
is the first thing heard, and then a sub- 
dued buzz runs along the line, which, if 
attentivly analyzed, results in being found 
to be a conglomeration of such expressions 
as ** Where the devil is my bayonet belt?" 
**D——n these spurs, they won't fit;” and 
then there is the long continuous growl of 
a string of oaths from the man who is look- 
ing apoplectic in a struggle to get ona 
pair of top-boots. Inthe evening there was 
8 voluntary service in one of theimprovised 
tents, which was well attended, although 
one’s gravity was sorely tried when the 
bishop, whose discourse was rendered 
almost inaudible by the clatter of plates 
made by an enterprising coolie cook in the 
near vicinity, suggested that someone 
should ‘‘tell the gentleman washing the 
plates and things that a little less noise 
would be more edifying."— Diamond 
Fields Advertiser (South Africa). 
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Jot for Parsons. Old ‘Testament Stories 


15 


Comically Illustrated. | 


iT WILL 
MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Apcestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His “Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


d 


By WATSON HESTON. 


Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, ; 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, 


400 Pages. 200 


IT WILL 

CORNER 
THE — 

PARSON. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrities. 
Samson the Strong, 

Buth and Boaz,: 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not kxoel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...................-. $0 
Men, Women, and-Gods. Helen H. Gar- 
ener,.... Sessan orae sie Sense MERE 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Ilus- 

PALO. 2-0 onore eee operc aee pr papse rt 
Answers e Ohristian Questions. D. M. Ben- n 

DT SEMEN EE 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire.:... 10 
TheCrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 95 
Travels in_Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

son. Robert C. Adams....... p 0395 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- 35 

Dn8m....... ee NEC RENE v. 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. . Longshore................ 50 

Issues oF 1892.— $58. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 


Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. 


10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. 

: ONET APP 10 
Bible Morals. John E.Remsburg... 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk... 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire 25 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- js 

COCK E E ceeees 
Liberty in Literature. "Testimonial to 

alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

. By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

PTOCCOM.... cas cceeccceccccs tenes rtm re 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
Hart .......... fy T—————— 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged................ eerie 80 
False aims of the Church. John E. 
Bemsburg...... 2 eecoseeuuevas avo esses 10 
Issuzs or 1893.— $3. 
Thomas Paine, Vindicated. Col. Robert 
G.Ingersoll,............. 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. 
, mann......... fUijvetueuveeiWwItte 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United Btates. 

E. Billings ................. eee 25 
Resurrection of Jesus.............. eese . 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. S. P. Putmam.............. 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE TRUTH BEEKEB.................... 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

John E. Remsbure..... se ace meom - 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Dlus- : 

trated. 8. P. Putnam................... 25 
Common Sense, Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos, Paine.. 15 


3, ——— n—————— 50 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. : 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


. His Knees " 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“ Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. R. G- 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel aud the baty, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, " one of the masterpjeces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanshiv. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. Thesize is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


'GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABCOOK, Price, 15 cents. 


a a perpen 
M M — —À 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, :.nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving . them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 

rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
in» her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal Perhaps not any anti. 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as thir 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "na 
better than she should be," but investigation 
disclosed that her * child of shame" was none 
other than the child of her priest-seduccr. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. . 


40 | Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 


neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan ltnew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolution, A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the ‘Confessional Un- 
masked,” from, the * Master Key to Popery,” 

tc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
o every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religions system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, the ingenuous openness of poo 
ang to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev, Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
regult in Riera of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and fteedom. 

Price, paper, 10 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Gl ina Jfutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fyndamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIEO AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyans, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The ps jarism 
ismade plain in this brief history of Ápollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
Bios cents 

ce, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City. 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


i With pi eface by 
J. M. Warrier, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
AAArasa TAR TRUTH REEKER 


And RE Sy All prices, Views illustrating 
every subjecot for PUB TIONS, etc. 

Oc A profitable business Jara man with a small ca kat. Alm, 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 260 page Catalogue freee 
MCALLISTER, Mfg. Optloisus, 49 Nassau St. N.Y, 


THE. 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH, 


Perfected, new model, 16 Jewels, full adjustec 
to heat, cold, and position. beautiful double sunk 
jal,and all modern, improvements; guaranteed 
a per,eot timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cages, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $23. In best filled 


open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $98 to $30; hunting, $80 to 835; 14 carat, 
solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Jteguiar Grade American Watches.— 
Bilverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels 
$15. in finer cases, add us above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watclhes.—All 
latest styles.in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.60; 15 jewels, $20; 14 carat solid 

old, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from #5 to $100 more. 
, All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for @1 
and returned free. á 

Sundries.—Lower grade nickel watches, $5, 
$84, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$4.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid silver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir spoons, $1, $1.25, 81.50, $2 to $3. 

The Colonel Ingerso 1. —To, $2.50; orange, 
$2.75; sugar, #3; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas on y 

“The Ttme to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Lorch of Reason Badge, solid gold, 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, #2, $275, and 
$3.50. With diamonds, #5, $8. Large, $3. 94, $5, 
$15. Charms, $83, $4, $5, $0, $7.50, 810, #15 820, 880. 

Diamonds. 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etc., free. All goods prepatd (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch clerned $1, and returned free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III. 

P.8.—The "Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” free 

with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


gold case 


charges, 
1 — Varico- 
cele, Wentatand Physical Debility 
and who are desirous of being Cured, & 
booklet will be sent to their address for 


iten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
E taints, and a description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery~an Oute 
ward Application—a positive cure—thé only rep- 
ely of the kind in extstence—with evidences of suc- 


cess, Address. DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 


Sav where vou saw this adver Vineland, N. Je 
EZ” I wish fo say that I am gn ont-and-out 


LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 


! time and money on Obristian doctors.—Dr. Fet- 


lows. 
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THE LORD ORDERS 


SOME MARKING DONE. 


Ànd the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark 
upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof, —Ezek. 


ix, 4. 


Deutfdje Sreigeift-Biidher. | 


Wier haben folgende Biidher in 
SDeujdjer Sprache weldje fer berühmt find. 


,, Die Srrtfimer Mofes,” 
Eine fritifce Belendrtung des Pentatend fiir 
Widerfprucy zur modernen Weltan- 
fhaunng und Gefittuing. 
von Gol, N. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
des 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preig 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gótterdämmerung,” 
von Col. R. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. 


,, under wnd Wunderthäter,” 
von Sohn Ped, Preig 20 Cents. 


,, Gíaube und Bernunjt,” 
obet LE BON SENS. 
des romifc-Fatolifden Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Nad bem franzdifdyen Original tiberfet von 
Fraulein Ania Rawop. 

801 Seiten, Scinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier Umfhlag und 
flaren Deng. Unfere Deutfcpen Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Yodveffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is ofered fora surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost 3160. We will sell it for 
half-price—$80. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Agent's profits per month Will prove 
J 5 it or pay forfeit. New art'cles just out. 

A ¥1.10 sample and terms frre. Try us. 

CBIDESTER & Son, 26 Bond bt.. N. Y. 


18t46 


Col. R. 6. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in s case 
of this kind, and will be a model forthe Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


METROPOLITAN INFORMATION CONCERN ANSWERS ANY QUESTION 
128, BIBLE HOUSE, AHEM Yon K- EXECUTES ORDERS 500, & Up, comercial, tegal Personal. 200 
Among these are Rev. Dr, Gottheil, Henry George, Gordon & Dilworth, New" York; Edw. Osgood Brown, Chicago. EACH. 


A SMALL J6-page Illustrated Book 
p giving dates and prices 
paid for. Send vwo stamps 
Nationa! Coin Co., 
6m1  Clerk17, 832 Exchange Building, Boston, Mass. 
7 


Music Free to You. 
ALL FOR $1.50. 


We will send 163 Popular Songs, words and 
Evotutlon. 


music, sentimental. pathetic, and comic, ab i0- 
lutely free if yon send 10 ents ^or three month’ 
subscription to American Nation, our charming 


By B. F. Underwood. .......,.... eee Price 6 cents : 7 à Ma, 
$ i illustrated magazins. ‘This music inciudes Li:tl- 
The World’s Parliament of Religions. Fisher Mai en, Tarara Boom de ay, I Waistle 
By Tenney........ e delis ere Ve Price 10 cents | and Wait for Katie, After the Pall. Comrades, 
The Gods. Gra Madrid, and 150 others. Bear in mini you 
8 
By Ingersoll (with likeness)., .. .... Price 20 cents silver: au is immense quanti d cae. Ing 100, 


Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club.. .Price 6 cents | CAN Music Co s325 Washington st., Boston, Mass- 


Myth of the Great Deluge. 


+ By McCann......,ecsseverveveeees Price 15 cents ' è 
Evolution of the Devil. 

By Henry Frank...........:eersene Price 25 cents $ 
The Bruno Monument in Rome. ....... Price 12 cents 
Church and State. An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 

By ‘Jefferson’... ccsesrecueereeere Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. By Gxonen J. Romanzs. 

By Benwell..,.. cessere Price 15 cents A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
1 jon li ' . 'P ice 4 the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
ngersoll on Roscoe Conkling........ rice 4 cents | service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
Dwight L. Moody. fessed naturalists. 

By Susan H. Wixon....... ees Price 5 cents Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 


HER : interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
Christian Religion. besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 


By an Old Farmer..........eceees Price 15 cents tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s a part of 
God in the Constitution his conclusion regarding the great subjèct of 
` x Desig , to which the church so often refers: 

By Ingersoll.... cessere Price 10 cents “Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
Effacement of Christianity. tion or to those of beauty, everywhere rong 
i nut. organic nature we meet with abundant 

By Holyoake.,........ OET Price 10 cent$ evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. we meet with any independent evidence of 
By Holyoake,..... seen Price 15 cents | supernatural design. Adaptation and 


beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a pnrely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 


Ingersoll’s Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 


By H. L. Green... sees Price 4 cents | view of the present generation in a manner and 
Religion in the Republic to an extent that has never before been pessible; 
^ ; and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
By M. A. Freeman... esses Price 6 cents | place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
By Tenney. Price 6 cents | mechanical interpretation of nature universa], it 
Yo ONAE unde mne enr is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
Charles Darwin (Illustrated), awakened to a new, and a terrible force in tha 
By Flower & Wakeman..,........ Price 15 cents words a its traditional enemy—W here is now 
i i thy Go 
Jehovah Interviewed Weebl aia Cea gT ns Price 6 cents Tilustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Cosmology against Theology. Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
By Vindex....... eene Price 15 cents 


Aadress 1HE THUTH SEEKER. A SHORT 
L, K. Washburn’s Works, | HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 
Sunday and the Sabbath, ‘‘A law regu- BEING 


lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents., 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
& minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake & 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price. 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents, 

Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact} 
rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Publie Schools and the Catholie 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 
ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 50 cents: cloth, 75 cents 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 
OCoxTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. Th New Tes- 

tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Panar. SN aanta: cloth. 75 aanta. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 


Jews of the (eck. 


Peterson’s Magazine has gone into tke 
hands of receivers. 

Dean MznivanE is dead. He was ihe 
author of several historical works. 


Germany is to hav a university for 
women, to be called the University of 
Germany. 


Troors were called out in Florida be- 
cause of sanguinary fights between whites 
and blacks. : 


Ax incomplete examination reveals a de- 
fieit of $3,000,000 in the Chicago munici- 
pal treasury. 


THERE are indications that women may 
soon hereafter be admitted to the South 
Carolina College, 


Governor Lewsruting has removed 
Mary E. Lease from her position on the 
State Board of Charities. 


Tuz trouble between Sweden and N or- 
way seems likely to reach a crisis so on. 
Civil war is not improbable. 


Tue Matabele war in South Africa still 
rages, The Matabeles annihilated on Dec. 
8 the entire command of Captain Wilson, 


Sixry-rivg arrests hav been made in 
this city of persons indicted by the grand 
jury for frauds committed in the late 
election. 


AFTER an animated discussion, the To- 
ronto Literary and Debating Club voted 
by a large majority against the policy of 
Chinese exclusion. 


Tut Cincinnati health board requires 
physicians to register, reserving to itself 
the privilege of determining what classes 
may register. 


Tae New York and New England rail- 
road is bankrupt, and Thomas OC. Platt, 
who is hostil to MeLeod, has been ap- 
pointed receiver. : 


Tur new tunnel for the Kensico reser- 
vior has been cut through the rock, When 
itisfinished New York will hav an addi- 
fion to her water supply. 


Tug Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fé 
railroad, having more mileage than any 
other railroad in the world, has gone into 
the hands of a receiver. 


Tue employes of the Northern Pacific 
hay been enjoined not to strike. This is 
the first time that an injunction has been 


granted in advance of a strike. i 


Tar special grond jury, now inyestigat- 
ing charges made by Dr. Parkhurst against 
New York city police officers, refuses to 
indict Inspector Williams and Captain 
Schmittberger. 


Tur jury sitting in the trial of Patrick 
Eugene. Prendegast, the murderer of 
Mayor Carter arrison, of Chicago, 
brought in a verdict of guilty and recom- 
mended that he be hanged. 


Governors Lewelling, of Kansas; 
Waite, of Colorado; Russell, of Massachu- 
setts, and Flower, of New York, will con- 
tribute to a symposium on ‘‘ Tramps,” in 
the North American Review. 


Justicn CunnEN grants McKane and his 
associates a stay of proceedings in the con- 
tempt cases wherein Justice Barnard had 
sentenced each to thirty days in jailand to 
pay a fine of $250. The case will be pushed 
on appeal 


AT Caddo Mills, Texas, certain of the 
whites hav ordered the negroes to leave 
the neighborhood, or be shot. Many of 
the negroes are old settlers. Their prop- 
erty they must dispose of at a great sacri- 
fice or abandon. 


Tus Sicilian Socialists are pushing the 
anti-tax fight very aggressivly. A mob of 
four hundred took possession of the villa 
of Prince Trabia and threatened to burn 
itif disturbed by the police. The infec- 
tion of the Sicilian unrest has spread to 
several cities of the mainland. 


SENATOR VICTOR SOHOELOHER, of France. 
who was instrumental in securing the 


colonies and in abolishing the whip in the 
French navy, died in Paris Dec. 26. For 
opposing Napoleon in 1851 he was expelled 
from France and then from Belgium. He 
refused to accept amnesty and did not re- 
turn to France until 1870. He was born 
in 1804. 


Hven O. Pentecost has been a lawyer 
one year. Asa member of Tammany Hall 
he did yeoman service for Maynard, so 
heavily sat down upon by the independ- 
ent Democrats of the state. On the rec- 
ommendation of Richard Croker and 
James Martin, District Attorney-elect 
Feilows has appointed Mr. Pentecost as- 
sistant district attorney ‘at a salary of 
$7,500 ayear. Rapid promotion. But he 
may not be confirmed, as there is strong 
opposition to him. ' 


emancipation of all slaves in the French - 
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THE OLD VULTURE AND HER BROOD. 


TO NEW READERS OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest invitation to them 
to become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. 

We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paper. 

Tue Trora Szexer is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. 

The Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year to one who appreci 
ates plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. 

Tar Trura SEEKER constantly prints the most varied and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Public can be found 
in Tue Troura SEEKER, and that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The 
Liberal speakers send us accounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 
cause of Liberalism through the colums of THE Trura Seeker. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular: orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of our movement there 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as will surely make every English Secularist living in this country and Canada want to 
. read Tug TRUTH SEEKER. George E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns. As the “Man With the Badge Pin,” he is known to nearly all the Liberals of the country 
and we are willing to make him known to more. 

Tug Trura SEEKER gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics 
upou the People’s Liberties. 

Tae TRUTH SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. l 

The Sunday Question is now to the front all over the country. On that Tae Trora SEEKER will voice the demands of 
the Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
‘found so sturdily defended. A 

To sum it up, THE Trura SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought journal in the world, and if you are a Liberal 
or Freethinker, you want it and ought to take it. We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and then decide. 
Bigots and fanatics, we suppose, wouldn’t take it on any terms. 

SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW S UBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 

these offers, or send $3 for a Year's subscription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. -- . : 
It wil show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious. Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-d&y—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance ig the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. . 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbarie creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio, Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau, Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradiaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Hose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln, argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B, Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. MatildaJ oslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 
he Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 
It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and’ other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits af those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. O. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 


L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 


Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Frauklio Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J AW, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland,’ 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about ; 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. ; 
Mr. Putnam is now devoting 


possible moment. 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. Itis a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earfiest 


HOW TO GET js 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most. generous. 
offer. i 

"We need more subscribers to Tuk 
Tsuru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at: 
regular rates ($12 in 
alb, and we will send. 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREE THOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF DIS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
seribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
ty HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either ‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W, $. Bell’s 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, = 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
acriber, as they get Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our cireulation, 
and we want to help our fri.nds to 
help us. l 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 


Jg 


| (fmi 


Vol.21. No.2. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) New York, Saturday, January 13, 1894. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M., BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, 


Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - JANUARY 18, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advanoe.............. ee eee een 
One subscription two yoars, in advanoe......... eee eene 
TWO new subsoribers........ eee cee cessere rere 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should ve sent by express company’s money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered tetter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induee new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam's “Four Hundred 
"Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we wil send Tae Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
pieture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chieago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


‘For $5 we.wil send Tae Tzauru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and * The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Terura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinkers Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Terura SEEKER one year 
($3) and « The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2) | 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura SzzxER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tue Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low. price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


Something More About the Bible. 


Last week we commented upon some of the ex 


travagant claims made for the Bible by a leaflet. 


issued by the American Tract Society. The subject 
is continued here: 


** No philosopher can account. for the rise, progress» 


and prevalence of Christianity, in opposition to every 
feeling of the heart, every prejudice of the mind, and 
every interest.of the present life, without admitting that 
“a divine power attended its first promulgation.” 


No philosopher pretends to account for the rise, 
progress, and prevalence of Christianity in opposi- 
tion to the forces mentioned. On the contrary, 
Christianity has had the aid of feeling, prejudice, 
material interests, and—what was still more condu- 
civ to its spread—the dungeon, rack, stake, and 


sword. The religion which could go to the common 


people as the only faith under heaven whereby men 
could be saved from the agonies of eternal torture 
needed no god to drive the superstitious and calcu- 
lating into its net. Early Christianity did not 
appeal to reason, it did not appeal to human love— 
except for those within its own fold; it did not 


appeal to the spirit of tolerance—for it was abso- 
lutely intolerant; it did not appeal to science, nor 
It had two 
shibboleths: One was Brotherhood, regardless of 
race, condition, or previous character, but the con- 
dition was that acceptance of the Christ must pre- 


culture, nor love of country and home. 


cede acceptance into the brotherhood. The second 
was, Salvation through Christ. You must believe 
in the Nazarene or be damned. No matter how 
commendable your life, you had not a ghost of a 
chance to escape the flames unless you believed in 


Jesus the son of God. His blood alone could wash 


away your sins. Says Lecky, the historian: —. 
* Inquiry, among the early theologians, was much 


less valued than belief, and appeals to reason than 
‘appeals to fear. In philosophy the most compre- 


hensiv, but in theology the most intolerant, system 
is naturally the strongest. To weak women, to the 
young, the ignorant, and the timid, to all, ina word, 
who were distrustful of their own judgment, the 
doctrin of exclusiv salvation must hav come with 
an appalling power; and as no other religion pro- 
fessed it, it supplied the church with an invaluable 
vantage ground, and doubtless drove great multi- 
tudes into its pale” (Hist. of European Morals, Vol. 
I., pp. 447-8). 

That the “Brotherhood of Man” in the early 
days of Christianity meant merely the brotherhood 
of. Christians there is overwhelming evidence. To 
quote Lecky again : 

«All the fierce hatred which during the Arian 
and Donatist controversies convulsed the empire, 
and which in later times has deluged the world with 
blood, may be traced in the church long before the 
conversion of Constantine. Already, in the second 
century,it was the rule that the orthodox Christian 
should hold no conversation, should exchange none 
of the most ordinary courtesies of life, with the ex- 
communicated or the heretic. Common sufferings 
were impotent to assuage the animosity, and the 
purest and fondest relations of life were polluted by 
the new intolerance” (Ibid., p. 451). 

‘Truth bears inspection. The more the Bible is can- 
didly studied, the more highly it is valued. Deists are 
for the most part ignorant of its contents, and immoral 
in their lives. ose who hay not freely inquired can 
not fairly decide; and if the scriptures reprove sin, no 
wonder sinners hate the scriptures,” 


« Truth bears inspection,” which accounts for the 
fact that the statements made in this tract do not 
bear inspection. There are no closer students of 
the Bible than those who hav rejected the claims to 
supernatural origin made in its behalf. They hav 
rejected those claims because of their investigations. 
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This is true alike of the declared Freethinkers and 
of the “higher” critics. Deists—and Atheists—are 
much more familiar with its contents than are the 
rank and file of church members and the great mass 
of the clergy. In this connection it should be 
borne in mind that, in the words of the author of 
“A Short History of the Bible,” “the only en dis- 
tinguished for their learning who now believe it to 
be the inspired word of God, are the.men who are, 
either directly or indirectly, making their living out 
of it.” As to the threadbare charge of immoral 
lives, that does not count for anything. There are 
Freethinkers in almost every neighborhood, and 
their lives are their own defense. Christians hav 
nothing to boast of in this regard, as compared with 
Freethinkers. Even if Freethinkers were very much 
inferior to Christians in all other respects—which 
they are not—the notorious contempt of the Chris- 
tian for the basic social principle of equal justice 
would much more than balance the scales. People 
who want to exempt church property from taxation, 
who compel their neighbors to pay for the teaching 
of religious dogmas which they do not accept, and 
who deliberately steal one-seventh of the citizens’ 
time through Sunday laws, should keep very quiet 
about * morality.” * 

We cheerfully admit that those “who hav not 
freely inquired cannot fairly decide,” and this is the 
status of the average Christian. He has read the 
Bible—more or less—and he listens to his preacher’s 
ex parte statements. He is not familiar with the 
most common arguments against the divinity and 
authenticity of the Bible. The god idea he swal- 
lows Without thought. Of the naturalistic begin- 
nings and the comparativ history of religions he 
knows nothing. It is one of the easiest things in 
the world to get him to declare in the most positiv 
manner that important passages which you quote 
from the Bible are not to be found in that volume, 
which he avers is his chart of the sea of life and his 
passport into heaven. Asa rule—of course there 
are exceptions—the Christian is a person who was 
born into Christianity. As a rule—again there are 
exceptions—a Freethinker is a person who has in- 
vestigated and thought his way out of Christianity. 
Who has most “ freely inquired ” ? 

“If the scriptures reprove sin, no wonder sinners 
hate the scriptures.” But the Bible itself says that 
“the devils believe and tremble.” The Christian 
contends that not only does the Bible reprove sin , 
but it reveals a way to escape the consequences of 
sin. Then why should the sinner hate it? If he 
believes, he gets a bill of credit on heaven which 
cancels his indebtedness. If he doesn’t believe, 
why should he hate a book which cannot harm him? 
All this talk about Freethinkers and “sinners ” 
“hating” the Bible is illogical and nonsensical. It 
is a decrepit sophism which should be retired on a 
pension. 

**Deigm is a cheat; and so hav many of its advocates 
found it, when a death-bed detected its folly. ` Christian- 
ity is increasingly precious in that trying hour; and, 
strange to tell, the instance is not recorded of a man who 
died regretting his faith in the word of God, or warning 
his friends against the delusion of the Bible.” E 
A man having intellect enough to be a Deist or 
an Atheist during his years of strength is not 
likely to be frightened back into Christianity at the 
approach of death, unless his mental faculties 
weaken, and in that event his change of views proves 
nothing. Sickness of mind is no more an argument 
against mental vigor and sanity than sickness of 
body is an argument against physical strength and 
cleanliness. During the progress of dissolution the 
mind usually shares the afflictions of the body. 
Whether it does or does not generally depends 
upon the nature of the disease which is sapping the 
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and violence that disfigure so-called Christian lands 
must in justice be placed at the door of non- 
Christians—suppose all this is conceded—and what 
is the logical conclusion? Let us see. 
Christianity has been the popular, the dominant, 
and practically the only religion which Europe and 
modern America hav known. It is claimed that 
the races which constitute the bulk of the popula- 
tions of Europe and America are naturally the keen- 
est, the most receptiv of new ideas, the most ener- 
getic and progressiv of all the races which inhabit 
the earth. It is also claimed that the Christian re- 
ligion comes directly from heaven, and that all 
other religions are of merely human origin; that 
back of Christianity is God and all the hosts of 
heaven; that this God sent his only son to earth to 
reveal himself as the redeemer of man and to es- 
tablish God's church through which alone could 
come salvation to the children of this world; that 


energies of the latter. It has often happened that 
those who, when in health, abandoned other creeds 
for Christianity hav returned to the religion of their 
childhood when prostrated by sickness. Early im- 
pressions are the more lasting. 

Men die serenely in any and all beliefs, but 
Christianity would seem to be one of the poorest of 
death-bed comforters. Even if one is sure that he 
is himself of the elect it must be very painful to be- 
lieve in the last hours of life that so many who 

` helped make the earthward pilgrimage a pathway 
of peace and joy are doomed to an eternity of suf- 
fering; that he will never again look in their dear 
faces, unless, perchance, he beholds them contorted 
with the agonies of hell as he gazes from the battle- 
ments of heayen. On the other hand, what has the 
Freethinker to fear? Death comes to him as to all 
others. It cannot be escaped. No repentance can 
make good to him what he lost by the mistakes he 
made. In the words of George W. Foote: “The 
only terror in death is the apprehension of what 
lies beyond it, and that emotion is impossible to a 
sincere disbeliever. Of course the orthodox may 
ask: ‘But 4s there a sincere disbeliever? To 
which I can only reply, like Diderot, by asking, ‘Is 
there a sincere Christian?’” Freethinkers die 
every day, and they close their eyes as peacefully as 
any of earth's children can, who all go out of life 
through the gates of pain. 

Yes, men hav died who in dying warned their 
friends against the delusion of an inerrant Bible. 
Only presumption and ignorance of rationalism 
could ask such a question. ‘Regretting his faith 
in the word of God”? Well, it is stated that 
Jesus cried on the scaffold, “ My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” 


peccable commands to man; that this God-founded, 
Bible-charted, and Christ-ruled church is opposed 
to wars of conquest, to cruelty, to national and in- 
dividual robbery, to drunkenness, to prostitution, 
to murder, to all governmental, social, and economic 
wrongs which breed paupers, the vicious and the 
criminal, and that if it could hav its way the blood 
of civilization would be purified and these terrible 
eruptions on the face and. body of society would 
disappear as the leper's spots are said to hav van- 
ished at the toch of the hand of Jesus, son of God 
and God himself, founder of the Christian Church. 

Well, Why does it not hav its way? If Chris- 
tianity be indeed a religion of deed instead of faith 
why is it that the races which for a millennium hay 
been taught by this one only God-sent religion are 
in many respects not a step in advance—to state it 
very mildly—of other races which hav been under 
the guidance of uninspired teachers of morals? 
Why is it that as regards war and persecution 
Christian nations—using the phrase in its ordinary 
senge—hav always been the most bloody and cruel? 
You say that the warriors and persecutors were not, 
are not, Christians. What does this plea avail? 
Has Christianity no restraining influence? If after 
the passage of these many centuries nations that hav 
during all this time been under the direct influence 
of God's own and only religion are more warlike and 
less tolerant than nations that hav never known its 
blessings, is it not time toask in what its exception- 
ally elevating power consists? If as regards crimes 
of violence, and drunkenness and prostitution we 
are at the best not superior to peoples which worship 
at the altars of the * false gods,” in what respect is 
Christianity superior to the other world relig- 
ions as a humanizing and refining and purifying 
influence ? 

And again: If Christianity is not to be debited 
with those who lead nations to war, and those who 
in private life are vicious and criminal, we cannot 
in justice debit other religions with the immorality. 
and crime which are found in countries where those 
religions are dominant. We do not forget that Mr. 
Pentecost tries to draw a line of distinction here, 
but the faintest breath of truth instantly effaces it. 
If those who do not, in Christian lands, respect the 
rights of others and do not lead moral lives, are not 
to be called Christians, no matter how strong their 
faith in Christian dogmas, then those who in other 
lands lead criminal and immoral lives cannot fairly 
be called Buddhists, or Hindus, or Mohammedans, 
no matter how implicitly they believe in the doc- 
trinal creeds of those religions. If Christianity 
will not accept responsibility for the bad deeds of 
those who call themselvs Christians, then we cannot 
in justice foist the bad deeds of those who call 
themselvs Buddhists upon Buddhism. Taking this 
view of the matter, it at once becomes apparent that 
in comparing the great religions for the purpose 
of determining their relativ value as conservators of 


A Lame Defense of Christianity. 
Rev. George Pentecost, D. D., missionary and 


evangelist, perpetrates this anent the speeches of 
non-Christian priests at the World’s Parliament of 


Religions: 

* Tt was the monk Vivakanadra who arraigned Chris- 
tianity for its crimes, for its vices and immoralities; who 
professed horror at the violence, bloodshed, and general 
wickedness of the propagators of the gospel; who charged 
them with coming with a sword in one hand to kill and 
destroy, and a Bible in the other to convert the mild and 
gentle, the pure and spotless Hindus, to the gross, carnal, 
and drunken habits of the Christians. The acts of 80- 
called Christian governments, in wars of conquest against 
the gentle Orientals; their inhumanity in forcing opium 
and alcoholic liquors upon an unwilling and innocent 
people; the battle, war, and spoil waged by Western na- 
tions, were all charged upon Christianity. The drunken- 
ness, immorality, and violence visible and open to view 
in Western Christian lands were alleged to be a part and 
parcel of Ohristianity and a direct result of the religion 
of Christ. E 

* What is to be said to all this? First. That the un- 
righteous acts of government are in no sense a product of 
Christianity. There is no such thing as a Christian gov- 
ernment, in the sense that the state is directed and its ac- 
tions authorized by the church of Christ. es 

«Second. The drunkenness, the violence, the immoral- 
' ities, the depredation seen in the cities and countries 
called Christians, are all outside Christianity, and are the 
sins and crimes against which the whole Christian minis- 
try lifts its voice in the name of God and Christ. The 
vietims of these sins are they to whom the gospel of for- 
givness, regeneration, and sanctification are directed. 
Ag well charge upon the medical profession responsibility 
for smallpox, cholera, yellow-fever, and leprosy, as to 
charge these worst works of the flesh upon the gospel 
of Christ, who came to seek and save men from their 
A man born of Hindu, Buddhist, or Mohammedan 
parents, and inducted into the rites of these faiths, is 
Hindu, Buddhist, or Mohammedan, whatever his life or 
character may be. The answer to this is, that there are 
good Hindus and bad Hindus. It is not so with Chris- 
tianity. There may be good and better Christians, but 
there are no bad Christians, No drunkard, no liar, no 
whoremonger, no thief, no murderer, can be at the same 
time a Christian.” 

Suppose that, for argument’s sake, we grant all 
this—what then? Suppose we admit, as Mr. 
Pentecost wishes us to do, that our government 
officials and the “ jingoes ” behind them who force 
them into needless, unjust, and robber wars, are 
not Christians; that our vicious and criminal classes 
are composed of men and women who are outside 
the pale of Christianity, and that the economie 


inequities which are largely responsible for the vice 


against their names demerit marks in the negativ 
ratio of unsocial acts which respectivly they do not 
prevent instead of in the positiv ratio of unsocial 
acts which those who bear their re-pectiv names 
commit. We hav been pointing to the offenses of 
those who are called Christians—those who accept 


in the Bible we hay God's infallible word, his im- | 


order and promoters of sound ethies we must place: 


the fundamental Christian dogmas—and we hav 
compared their shortcomings with the shortcom- 
ings of similar classes of offenders residing in lands 
under the influence of other religions, and we hav 
said that the comparison was not favorable to 
Christianity, considered as a restraining, morelizing 
power. Now comes Mr. Pentecost, who emphatic- 
ally avers that this is not fair, that all crimes and 
immoralities are diametrically opposed to the teach- 
ings of Christianity and that, therefore, there can 
be no bad Christians. i 

Accepting this view for the nonce, we ask why it 
is that Christianity, claimed by its adherents to be 
the only God-given religion in the world, has not 
been able to make a better showing for itself as a 
police power and teacher of ethies? Why is it, that 
if it is, as claimed, so opposed to wrong-doing that 
no bad person can be a Christian, that the sum 
total of vice and crime in Christian lands is so 
enormous, equalling, if it does not exceed, the sum 
total of vice and crime in lands of equal or greater 
population under the sway of other world relig- 
ions? Mr. Pentecost says that * the victims of 
these sins are they to whom the gospel of forgiv- 
ness, regeneration, and sanctification are directed,” 
and that Christ “came to save men from their 
sins.” This being so, why is it that there are tens 
of millions of “ sinners” in countries where this 
gospel has been preached for many centuries? that 
there are as many in those countries as there are 
in countries where the gospel of Jesus has not been 
preached? If God's gospel ean show no richer 
fruits than the gospels of man, where is its superi- 
ority? Why not concentrate all the forces of Chris- 
tianity in one supreme effort to redeem the sinners 
in Christian countries instead of sending mission- 
aries to lands which seem as well able to take care 
of the'r own undeveloped classes as Christian people 
are to take care of theirs.? 

Mr. Pentecost forgets—conveniently, perhaps— 
that the moral codes of the great religions are parts 
of the common property of the race. They did not 
come to man through revelation but by evolution. 
They are the experiences of our ancestors voiced in - 
aphorism, maxim, and law. They are subject only ` 
to the slightest and slowest of modifications as the 
race toils painfully onward through the centuries, 
its field of observation widening as the clouds of 
superstition grow thin under the rays of the sun of 
knowledge and its eyes become accustomed to 
the increasing light. It is not their differing mcral 
systems that chiefly distinguish religions. It is 
when dreamers or schemers begin to formulate 
theories about the supernatural that they segregate 
men into sects. In so far as religion enjoins men 
to deal justly with their fellows because only thus 
can social order and individual safety be secured it 
is a beneficent factor in society, but when it tells 
men that the social law of reciprocity is suspended 
in the case of the man who cannot believe some 
tenet of the creed, then religion become: a curse. 
If a man must believe—or pretend to believe—be- 
fore he can hav the protection which is extended to 
even the common criminal who believes, human life 
is not safe for one moment. Religion has never 
eared for the purely human virtues when some ficti- 
tious duty to God required their sacrifice. . 

This is particularly true of Christianity. To save 
from hell the souls of the few it has been the mur- 
derer of the many. Mr. Pentecost cannot wipe out 
the record; he cannot convince intelligent and un- 
prejudiced people here nor in other countries that 
the religion he preaches was not directly responsible 
for the witchcraft delusion with all its horrors; for 
the wholly unjustifiable Crusades; for centuries of 
the most atrocious persecution; for numberless 
wars of unexampled ferocity; for the degradation 
of woman; for the defense of American slavery hy 
appeals to the Bible; for bigoted opposition to the 
temperance movement in its days of struggle; for 
Jew-baiting, and for numberless other colossal 
wrongs that were the legitimate fruits of its super- 
natural dogmas and other-world morality. 


If you catch a preacher committing a crime, it 
does not save him from justice any more to accuse 
you of being in league with the devil. 
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.Wanted—New Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Taz Taur SEEKER. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It-will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes-for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
-men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
_ all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 


erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 


resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: ** They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
_Gipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them." Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional * duns ” we are com- 
. pelled to send out in order to get money with 
‘which to pay bille. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
. will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and.we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 

. cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated," or W. S. Bell's « Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taz TnuTH SzxkzR. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and 2 you boom 
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ing “the devil" they won't make such fools of 
themselvs as some Jerseyites do now.: 
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* Blessed be ye poor, for yours is the kingdom of 
God,” is a promis said to hav been made by one 
“Jesus of Nazareth,” but Nazareth is a long ery 
from Bloomfield, New Jersey, where Grace Episco- 


-pal church has turned out of its choir a well- 


educated gentleman for the heinous offense of being 
a coachman ! 


*I promis to study the Bible to find out what it 
teaches about publie and political questions and to 
govern my voting and political conduct by it.” If 
you want to take that pledge, send your name to 
the Christian Patriot. Morristown, Tenn. This is 
another of the church-state straws. We should be 
pleased to hav this Tennessee theocrat tells us 
what Jesus meant when he said, as reported, “My 
kingdom is not of this world.” 


Rev. P. E. Wilkinson is pastor of a Methodist 
church in-Chicago. Recently while he was praying 
a young divinity student in the congregation went 
to sleep and did ‘not awaken for sixty hours. We 
do not know what is the moral of this, unless it is 
that people should go home and go decently to bed 
instead of remaining in church, subject to the 
soporific influences of prayer, thus running the 
risk of putting their friends to the trouble of carry- 
ing them out in a recumbent position and calling a 
doctor. 


The rejection of the Bible God is only the first 
step. Eliminate Jehovah and yet the moral equa- 
tion is not demonstrated. It makes no difference 
whether any particular God ever commanded the 
crimes laid at the door of the tutelary divinity of 
the Jews. The crimes were committed, the suf- 
fering was endured. All nature shrieks in agony. 
If an intelligent God created the cosmos he is re- 
sponsible. Every argument from sympathy and 
ethics is as valid against any omnipotent God as 
against the Idol of the Twelve Tribes. It is vain 
to appeal from the God of the Jews to the God of 
nature. Postulate a conscious, omnipotent, omni- 
scient personality and “there is blood upon the 
hand still and all the perfumes of Araby cannot 
sweeten it.” 

** The report is published that the project for beatifying 
and canonizing Joan of Arc is likely to come to an abrupt 
termination, as no evidence is forthcoming of extra- 
ordinary virtue or of miracles wrought by her. If that 
is the difficulty, we might as well giv up the hope of hav- 
ing any more canonized saints. The evidence for their 
miracles will become less and less.”—V. Y. Independent. 


So much for the Protestant view of exclusivly 
Catholic saints and miracles. But how about the 
alleged miracles of Jesus, the common property of 
Protestant and Catholic? Is there any evidence 
for these miracles? We venture to say that if the 
miracles attributed to Jesus were credited to some 
later Catholic saint the Independent would be 
found among the disbelievers. Why is there such 
a great difference in the length of two strings, one 
measuring a foot and the other twelve inches? 


See eae es 

Christianity, resting on a basis of traditional or 
book authority—the case respectivly of the Catholic 
and Protestant churches—is necessarily opposed to 
the development and integrity of the individ- 
ual. To be sure, Protestantism claims to be the 
champion of the right of private judgment; but 
this claim is conditioned upon whether the in- 
dividual’s use of his own judgment leads him to ac- 
cept or reject what she accepts or rejects. He 
may put his own interpretation upon any part 
of the Bible, but he must not reject the book 
as God’s revelation to man. Wherever and in 
whatever department of human activity the genius 
of Christianity dominates the mind of man 
the individual must be subordinated toa power 
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town may grant to a corporation of not less than 
twenty-five resident freeholders an exclusiv franchise 
for the term of ten years for the sale of liquors. 
Prescribing how the corporation shall be managed, 
etc., it provides that after a five per cent. semi- 
annual dividend is paid, the remainder of the profits 
shall go to the city or town, to the school district 
and to the Young Men’s Christian Association! Is 
the “Hon.” D. Nicholl, who drafted this precious 
bill, more dunce or knave? But why should we be 
surprised by his antics, when the state makes a 


| present to the church of a receipted bill for the full 


amount of its taxes and Congress makes a loan to 
the World’s Fair management on condition that the 
Fair be closed on Sunday? The Iowa Freethink- 
ers, nevertheless, should keep a sharp eye on 
Nicholl and his bill. 


SA ge Ss ee 

John Wesley, a gentleman more or less esteemed 
by our Methodist brethren, including Rev. Mr. 
Buckley, of the Christian Advocate, once upon a 
time stated it as his solemn belief * that the giving 
up witchcraft is in effect giving up the Bible.” 
Were the gentleman living at the present time and 
still of the same way of thinking he would doubt- 
less be ready to welcome as zealous accepters of the 
true faith the Mojave Indians, of California. The 
Mojaves believe that the squaw who has twins is a 
witch and a consort of evil spirits. So when a 
young wife among them recently gave birth to 
twins a grand council was at once called. The 
husband tried to save his wife and babies, but the 
medicin man—the priest—insisted that the custom 
of the tribe must be observed. Accordingly the 
babies were brained with a club and the mo:her 
burned in her house. The Mojaves hav not been 
rationalized by Freethought, hence they appear to 
be nearly the only uncorrupted spiritual descend- 
ants of Wesley and the Puritans who can now be 
found in the United States. 


**'To believe, to believe alone, is to liv. Skepticism as 
a habit, as a condition, is a sign of deficient vitality, It 
is & vastly nobler fear which dreads lest it should lose 
some truth than that which trembles lest it should believe 
something which is not wholly true. ‘Seek truth and 
pursue it. Of course, seeking the truth you will hate 
and avoid the lie—that goes without saying—but not to 
avoid the lie, but to find the truth." — Phillips Brooks. 

“To believe, to believe alone,” may or may not 
be a Sign of superabounding vitality, but it is surely 
an indication of deficient mentality. Phillips Brooks 
was an eloquent sentence-weaver and a popular 
idol, but if all who preceded him in the course 
of life had believed everything and doubted nothing 
he would never hav been Bishop of Massachusetts. 
He would not hav been even a man. He would 
never hav heard of “ the one true God." The logic 
of his “argument” for faith would necessitate the 
unquestioning acceptance of everything ever taught, 
no matter how contradictory or self-destructiv. A 
man who should attempt to condense into equal 
space more puerility and silliness than Phillips 
Brooks has crowded into the foregoing paragraph 
would hav a herculean task indeed. 


NON NND ME 
Sunday mails are now to be attacked with all the 
available forces of Sabbatarianism. The Sunday- 
ites claim to hav petitions representing 10,000,000 
adults in favor of Congressional action against Sun- 
day carrying and distribution, of mails. Of course 
this is not so, for 10,000,000 adults would stand for 
25,000,000 of our population, supposing that half 
of the 10,000,000 are women. This is said to be 
the largest petition ever presented to Congress. If 
it is, it knocks at least 15,000,001 off the 40,000,- 
000 long claimed to hav petitioned for the closing 
of the World’s Fair on Sunday. It is clear that 
somebody is again trying to demonstrate that 
“Christian veracity is the equivalent of Punic 
faith.” But, judging by the eagerness with which 
Congress. swallowed the Munchausen tales of the 
Sunday closets, thé ' eriémids’ of “Surtday anáilé^ wilt 
nay” litte "difüeulty "iti ‘convincing that” rediit 
Bédy that they hav 10,000, (a “petitioners. m 
them. While they were about it they might as we 
hav claimed 20,000,000: Orie liè "iS às good as 


another.,when ‘reinforced by y plenty i9f pions, affi- 
davitaras, to ite. truth. and. your congressman isron 
the-run.to. sav bis ‘seats: Whati represéntativ ‘shall 
we-sénd to ‘Washington to expodd "ande defeat thse 


reactionists? There is no time to ‘throw’ ‘away. 
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Freethought and Secular Notes from 
England. 


During the past month several events of consid- 
erable importance to us as Freethinkers hav 
occurred in England. The lecturing field, Parlia- 
ment, and the church hav furnished us with mate- 
rials for reflection, from which many valuable con- 
clusions may be drawn. 

CHRISTIAN VIOLENOE. 

At many of our open-air Freethought meetings 
the defenders (?) of Christianity behave like the low- 
est rowdies rather than as respectable members of 
society. In former days they frequently caused dis- 
turbances in our halls and they did not hesitate to 
insult our lecturers in the street. In some cases 
these servants of the Lord, who are told in their 
Bible to “abstain from all appearance of evil,” hav 
so terrified hotel-keepers that on some occasions it 
was impossible for our speakers to obtain either 
shelter or food. Although public opinion and an 
improved sense of justice hav compelled these or- 
thodox fanatics to modify their brutal conduct, 
still the same kind of thing in a lesser degree has 

: been revived in Newcastle-on-Tyne and in other 
towns, where Mr. Footehas recently addressed large 
meetings much to the discomfiture of church bigots. 
As I intimated in my last notes the president of the 
National Secular Society has adopted the plan of 
allowing free admission to certain portions of the 
hall at his lectures, and Christians hav marked their 
appreciation of his generosity by doing their best 
to break up his meetings. At one evening gather- 
ing a crowd of these Christian roughs insisted upon 
entering the hall at the conclusion of Mr. Foote’s 
lecture, and on his rising to reply to opponents 
these pious people, notwithstanding they are en- 
joined in the New Testament to “let all things be 
done decently and in order,” persisted in drowning 
his utterances by hideous cries such as are only ex- 
cusable in the lower animals. Now, what becomes 
of the boasted influence of the Bible and of the 
holy spirit on such Christian minds? Evidently th> 
love for Jesus does not inspire his followers with 
justice for and decency towards their fellow-men. 
What would be said of Freethinkers if they were 
guilty of such base conduct in the churches? Not 
only would they be punished “according to law,” 
as “evil doers,” but they would, and justly so, be 
condemned by all respectable and right-minded in- 
dividuals. These actions of the wildly religious en- 
thusiasts deserve to be held up to public execration. 
The right of free speech has been dearly purchased 
by the brave Freethinkers of the past and it must 
now be defended at any cost. Of course we recog- 
nize it as a part of our mission, as Freethinkers, to 
civilize such semi-savage natures and to try to 
teach them to think, to reason, and to listen to ar- 
gument; but, like John Wesley, we hav sometimes 
to go through much rough work in our endeavors 
to accomplish this desirable object. 

AN INDICATION OF SECULAR PROGRESS. 

Since my return from America I hav delivered the 
annual lecture for the Birmingham branch of the 
National Secular Society, in the Town Hall of that 
city. Between two and three thousand persons 
were present, fully one-third being ladies. Mr. 
Cattell, who has taken part in the Secular move- 
ment in Birmingham for nearly half a century, 
writes me as follows: 

Drar Warts: I congratulate you on your return from 
America, and also cn your splendid reception at the City 
Hall. alking home from the meeting with an old 
friend, we could not but compare notes on the progress 
of the Secular cause during the past thirty years. At our 
gatherings held three decades ago, under the most favor- 
able circumstances, an assembly of forty grown-up per- 
sons at my lectures was considered a ‘‘crowded meeting,” 
even those being more than were found at that period in 
the Unitarian chapel The increase of hearers from 
scores to hundreds, and from hundreds to thousands, 
shows unmistakably signs of advance, T do not mean to 
imply that the whole of your audience of nearly three 
thousand persons agreed with your views, but the great 
point is that they were present, and that they listened 
without expressing dissent during the delivery of a dis- 
course wherein views were expounded that many of them 
heard for the first time. The words attributed to Galileo 
are indeed true and applicable to Secularism— '* Still it 
moves.” Onarues O. Oarrent. 


LIBERTY OF BEQUEST. 


Mr. Manfield, who succeeded Mr. Bradlaugh as 
member of Parliament for Northampton, has intro- 
duced into the House of Commons the following 
bill, which is of special interest to all English Free- 
thinkers : 

A BILL TO SEOURE THE EXTENSION OF CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS 

LIBERTY. 

WnuzRnEAS, It is expedient to remove the disabilities 
under which persons suffer who are desirous of endowing, 
creating, end maintaining charitable and other trusts for 
religious and ethical inquiry, so ag to farther extend civil 
and religious liberty; 


Be it therefore enacted by the queen’s most excellent 
majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the lords 
spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
a8 follows: 


1. This act may for all purposes be cited as the Civil 


and Religious Liberty Extension Act, 1898. 

2. Nothing contained in this act shall affect or be 
deemed to repeal or contravene in any way such parts of 
the act nine George the Second, chapter thirty-six, relat- 
ing to mortmain as remain unrepealed, or any other act 
amending or altering such act; and the provisions of all 
such acts now in force shall apply to all trusts created un- 
der this act. . i 

8. After thé passing of this act, notwithstanding any 
act, rule of common law, rule of equity, or rule of prac- 
tice of any court of justice now in force to the contrary, 
it shall be lawful for any person to create and endow, or 
create or endow, any trust for inquiry into the founda- 
tions and tendency of religious and ethical beliefs which 
from time to time prevail, or for the maintenance and 
propagation of the results of such inquiry. And the 
method of application of bequests made for the purposes 

.aforesaid shall be, on the part of those responsible for 
their administration, subject to revision at intervals of 
thirty years. 

4. Such trust, whether created by deed or will, or by 
other instrument, shall be deemed a charitable trust, and 
shall be administered and given effect to in all respects in 
as full and complete a manner as in the case of religious 
and charitable trusts now recognized by law; and the 

.doetrin of Cy-prés shall be applied to it when circum- 
eau shall arise requiring the application of such 
octrin. 


The bill is supported by several well-known M. 
P.’s, but it cannot make further progress this ses- 
sion, inasmuch as it has been “blocked” by a pious 
Tory, which means that it must remain as it is until 
next session. When, however, it does become law 
—and there is no doubt but it will—Secularists in 
England will no longer be legally robbed ‘of be- 
quests left them for the promulgation of their prin- 
ciples. 


_ RELIGION. IN PUBLIO SCHOOLS. 

We are having in England a similar trouble 
with our public schools (termed : here board 
schools) that obtains in America. Theologians, 
being unable to stem the tide of education, are 
doing their level best to pollute its stream with 
orthodox doctrins, that can only perplex the 
youthful mind and thus interfere with the recep- 
tion of true secular instruction. The majority 
of the members of the London‘ school board hav 
issued a circular informing the teachers that the 


Bible is their text-book of religion, and that from | 
it the children must be taught their relation to}: 


God, the Creator, God the Redeemer, and God the 
Holy Ghost and Sanetifier. This is theological au- 
dacity with a vengeance, for it has long been an 
accepted fact that the text in the New Testament 
that groups these three Gods together is either an 
interpolation or a forgery. Where does the moral 
come in when such misleading instruction is issued 
for teachers to perpetuate error and delusion among: 
the rising generation? The Roman Catholics are 
determined not to be behind in their demands. 
They are, therefore, asking for money from the 
state with which to pay their educational expenses, 
on the ground that they are rated for schools 
which they consider “ hurtful and dangerous.” 

It will thus be seen that in England the battle 
for free and unsectarian instruction in our public 
schools is not yet completely won. Still we do not 
despair of victory, inasmuch as public opinion is 
clearly opposed to all encroachments of the church 
upon the education of the young. Theological re- 
strictions and priestly domination hav had their 
day ; the era of mental freedom is dawning in our 
midst. ` 


PROFESSOR TYNDALL. 


The month of December, 1893, will be remem- 
bered as the time when death robbed the world of 
the services of.the eminent scientific expounder, 
John Tyndall. Next to the late Professor Clifford, 
Tyndall was the most out-spoken Freethinker of 
the present generation; his writings, with those of 
Darwin, Spencer, and Huxley, hav done more to 
modify the bigotry of the age than those of any 
other men. The fame of Tyndall's Belfast address 
to the British association, which was a modest de- 
fense of the truths of Materialism, has traveled 
throughout the civilized world, causing great ex- 
citement and giving much tribulation to the theo- 
logians whose tenets he called in question. His 
bold proposal to test the efficacy of prayer in curing 
disease thoroughly staggered those who professed 
to believe in supernatural aid. He suggested that 
the patients of one ward of a hospital should be 
placed under scientific treatment, while the suffer- 

j ers in another ward should rely upon prayer, but 
Christians lacked sufficient faith to try the experi- 
ment. It may suit them to preach that prayer is a 
helper in the hour of need, but when that time 
arrives, science, tre Secular providence, is preferred 
by those very people who are constantly advising 
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their credulous followers to ‘put their trust in God.” 
For reasons of his own, Tyndall objected to be 
called an Atheist, preferring what’ he termed the 
milder word, Agnostic: Yet in his lecture on 
“Man” (pp. 27 and 28) he pays the following trib- 
ute to the honor and fidelity of Atheists: «If I 
wished to find men who are scrupulous in their ad- 
herence to engagements, whose words are their 
bond, and to whom moral thriftiness of any kind is 
subjectivly unknown; if I wanted a loving father, a 
faithful husband, an honorable neighbor, and a just 
citizen, I should seek him and find him among the 
band of Atheists to which I refer. I hav known 
some of the most pronounced among them not only 
in life but in death—seen them approaching with © 
open eyes the: inexorable goal, with. no dread of a 
hangman’s whip, with no-hope of a heavenly crown, 
and still as mindful of their duties, and as faithful 
in the discharge of them, as if their eternal future 
depended upon their latest deeds.” 


BRADLAUGH'S DEATH. . 

As the readers of Taz Truru SEEKER hav already 
been informed, religious slander has not left un- 
touched the last hours of the life of the late great 
English leader of Freethought. These cowardly 
manufacturers of “Infidel Death-bed Stories," who 
could not answer Mr. Bradlaugh while he lived, Fav, 
with pious zeal, sought to defame his memory now 
he is dead. The facts of the case were given in this 
journal, dated Dec. 2, 1893. It will be there seen 
that the Rev. Allan Rees, to impart to his slander 
the semblance of truth, professed to discover what 
never happened—Mr. Bradlaugh’s change of opin- 
ion upon religion; and he mentioned the name of a 
brother of the dead hero who never existed. When 
his wicked falsehoods were exposed, this occupier ` 
of the “coward’s castle " declined any further cor- 
respondence upon, the matter. "This reckless 
preacher of “a religion of truth and justice " is a 
fair sample of theologians, who, with an audacity 
that ignorance and fanaticism alone could inspire, 
libel Freethinkers who hav had sufficient intellect- 
ual ability to think for themselvs rather than to be 
contented with the mental laziness of blind belief. 
If the Bible be true, “all liars shall hav their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone ” 
(Rev. xxi, 8).. 

FALSE OLAIMS FOR CATHOLICISM. 

The Rev. Dr. Vaughan is the archbishop of West- 
minster, a cardinal of the Roman Catholic church, - 
and the pope’s representativ in Great Britain. As 
it was said of Jesus, the cardinal has “opened his 


mouth”. and spoke to the multitude, urging the 


claims of his church, which he says has “ always” 
been a friend of “education, progress, and liberty.” 


"This is indeed a reckless statement in the face of 


the ignorance which so extensivly abounds among 
the Roman Catholic population, and of the present 
unprogressiv condition of Catholic countries. The 
mention of “Roman Catholic love of liberty ” recalls 
to mind the history of the rack, the. thumbscrew, 
and all the other cruelties and tortures to which 
Bruno, Galileo, Vanini, Hypatia, and other noble 
martyrs were exposed. Instances of Roman Catho- 


‘lic “liberty " are furnished by the fires of Smithfield 


and of Oxford and also by the massacres of the In- 


-quisition and St. Bartholomew, where the warmth 


and force of Catholic “love” were experienced by 
those who dared to differ from the “mother 
church.” It is a curious fact that this apocryphal 
history of the Roman church was related by the. 
archbishop in the famous city of Coventry, where it 
is said that a certain man called “Peeping Tom” 
had the misfortune to lose his eyes because, con- 
trary to orders, he “peeped” at Lady Godiva, as 
she rode in a nude state on a milk-white steed for ` 
the purpose of saving the liberty of the city. I do 
not indorse this story, but it is quite as credible 
and better attested than Dr. Vaughan's story about 
the claims of his superstitious and intolerant church, 
which has ever been and still is the bitterest foe of 
all the elements that are necessary to the existence 
of civilization. He coolly observed that the English 
people hav imported from Germany their skeptical 
views of Christianity and their ideas of Atheism. 
Had tje cardinal studied the history of English 
Freethought he might hav known that our heresy 
as to the Christian faith, and our Atheistic philoso- 
phy, existed long before we became acquainted to any 
great extent with German ideas. He alleged that in 
England “ultra Socialism, Anarchy, and Atheism”. 
were allied and that the Secular societies, which he 
admitted “hav made, during the past few years, con- 
siderable development and expansion,” encouraged 
the violence which now. destroys the peace and 
safety of home and country. We take decided 
exception to thus coupling our Secular prcpaganda 
with Socialism and Anarchy, for it does not claim 
alliance with a} forms of Socialism, and certainly 
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it repudiates every form of violence and outrage as 
strongly as the archbishop himself.  Secularists 
both public'y and privately show that they are 
more averse to such methods than many of Dr. 
Vaughan’s own followers hav proved themselvs to 
be in many towns we could mention. E 


A SOCIAL WAR. 


England has just passed through a crisis that for 


months has paralyzed trade and shaken our com- 
mercial system to its very center. This tremendous 
conflict was caused through a dispute between the 
colliery owners and the hard-worked miners. This 
is not the place to discuss which side was to blame 
for the deplorable state of things which threw 
thousands of men out of employment, and reduced 
hundreds of families to a state of starvation. The 
whole business revealed a lamentable condition of 
affairs under what is called Christian civilization 
and brought to view the degraded position into 
which the vast multitude of the workers in mines 
hav been forced by the social system. that obtains 
in England. Fortunately this war is over for the 
present, and peace has been secured in the only way 
which we, a8 Freethinkers, could approve—namely, 
by. a conference, presided over by Lord Roseberry, 


between the two parties concerned. Still it would | 


hav been far more sensible to hav had such a confer- 
ence before instead of after the mischief had been 
done. Such a mistake will probably be avoided in 
the future, as “conciliation boards” are to be legally 
established for settling disputes between employers 
and employed. The important fact has been dis- 
covered during this crisis that “the secret of 
England's greatness” is nob the Bible, but coal. 
All the Bibles in the country could hav been locked 
up and the people would not hav materially suf- 
fered in consequence. Not so with coal that was 
kept from the population and untold misery was 
the result. Long before peace had been proclaimed 
meetings had been held throughout the country to 
pray to God that he would put an end to this 
social war, but nothing came of it. The Lord of 
heaven took no notice. Men, women, and children 
continued to heroically bear the pangs of hunger, 
and ultimately secular effort had to achieve what 
prayer failed to accomplish. 
GA LIVING WAGE.” 

Another important result arising from the above 
unfortunate conflict is that the question of a “living 
wage” for the toiling masses has been brought to 
the front. Itis curious to notice the position taken 
by many of the clergy in this matter. Some of 
them affirmed that the only solution of the difficulty 
was to accept the “living wage” prescribed long 
ago by “the young carpenter of Nazareth.” It is 
certainly paying that young hero a poor compli- 
ment to connect him with a decided historic failure, 
for it is confessed that after nearly nineteen hun- 
dred years no fair wage is being received by the 
working classes to-day. But apart from this, these 
clergymen urge that men ought to be paid as 
“Christians” and not according to the value of 
their work in the market at any given time. A 
man’s income is not to depend on the wage fund or 
upon the number of applicants among whom the 
fund is to be distributed. No matter how rapidly 
the population increases and the demand for labor 
decreases, the “Christian wage” has to be paid, 
each man having what he wants to provide for him- 
self and family. While we should most heartily re- 
joice to see the last clause enacted, the question 
arises upon the “Christian” principle, how is the 
thing to be done? These reverend gentlemen 
failed to tell us how, in the absence of the wage 
fund and the demand for production, the * Chris- 
tian wage” was to be found. Would a portion of 
it come out of the hundred dollars received weekly 
by many parsons or from the two hundred dollars 
a day which are now paid to some bishops? These 
preachers of “Blessed be ye poor” could well spare 
some of their income and then hav a decent 
“living wage” left for themselvs. Why did not 
these clerical “helpers” advise the miners in the 
language of Jesus to “labor not for the meat that 
perisheth,” and assure them that their heavenly 
father would feed and clothe them as he did the 
fowls of the air. 
Nazareth” could speak to-day, he might exclaim 
these clergymen, “ O ye of little faith.” 

SECULAR LEGISLATION. - 

The Secular teachings of self-help and provision 
are receiving valuable support from a measure now 
passing through the English Parliament, entitled 
“The Employers’ Liability Act,” which provides 
compensation to workmen in case of accident and 
to their families in case of their death through the 
carelessness or neglect of their employers. 
guch legislation strikes at the root of the old con- 


to 


‘sistance from heaven. 


abject dependence and of mental servitude. 
England, ag in America, Freethought is making 


If “the young carpenter of | 


ception that God could be relied upon in the hour 
of death or in the time of danger. Men no longer 
rely upon prayer to protect them against accidents, 
neither do they depend upon succor from heaven in 
time of sickness. Thus science has become recog- 
nized as being the only available providence of life. 
This is so even among those who profess the strict- 
est religious doctrins, for they rely in all their busi- 
ness pursuits and in their domestic arrangements 
upon the methods of science rather than upon as- 
This Secular policy not only 
benefits individuals, but it also confers advantages 
on the general community, who thus do not suffer 


through the neglect of persons who otherwise would 


put their trust in the delusions of theology instead 
of in the revelations of science. In my next “Notes 
from England” I shall mention more Secular legis- 
lation, which, under the name of “The Parish Coun- 
cil Bill,” is now engaging the attention of the 
British House of Commons. This bill seeks to pro- 
tect the rural population from the power of the 
clergy, which for ages has kept them in a state of 
In 


rapid strides, and Secular philosophy is shedding 
the glory of its wisdom among all classes of society. 
m CmarLESs WATTS. 
Birmingham, December, 1893. 


To Robert G. Ingersoll. 


Thou hast peered at all creeds of the past, and each one 
hath seemed futil and poor 

As firefly that fades on a marsh, as a wind that makes 
moan on & moor; 

For thy soul in its large love to man, in its heed of his 
welfare and cheer, 

Bids him hurl to tlie dust whence they sprang all idolatries 
fashioned by fear. 


Not the eagle can gaze at the sun with more dauntless and 
challenging eyes ' i 

Than thou at the radiance of truth when it rifts the dark 
durance of lies. : 

From thy birth wert thou tyranny's foe, and its deeds 
were disdain in thv sight; 

Thou art leagued with the dawn as the lark is—like him 
dost thou leap to the light! : 


Having marked how the world's giant woes for the worst 
part are bigotry s brood, 

Thou hast hated, yet never with malice, and scorned but 
in service of good. ] 

Thy compassionate vision saw keen how similitude always 

' hath dwelt 

Between fumes poured from altars to God and from 

flames haggard martyrs bav felt. 


What more splendid a pity than thine for the anguish thy 
race hath endured 

Through allegiance to specters and wraiths from the co- 
horts of faney conjured? 

At the bold pomps of temple and church is it wonder thy 
wisdom hath mourned, 

Since the architect, Ignorance, reared them, and Fright, 
the pale sculptor, adorned . 


But sterner thy loathing and grief that the priesthoods 
hav shamed not to tell 

Of an infinit vengeance enthroned in the heart of an in- 
finit hell; 

That they shrank not to mold from void air an omnip- 
otence worship should heed, 

And yet clothed it with ruffian contempt for the world’s 
multitudinous need! 


Thy religion is loftier than theirs; nay, with vehement 
lips hast thou said : 

Its foundations are rooted in help to the living and hope 
for the dead. 

All eternity's richest rewards to a spirit like thine would 
prove vain, 

Were it. sure of but one fellow-mortal that writhed in un- 
perishing pain. 


Like & mariner drifted by night where tempestuous 
wracks overshade 

Every merciful star that perchance might with silvery pi- 
lotage aid, 

Resolution and yigilance each close-akin as thy heart- 
beat or breath, : 

Dost thou search in thy courage and calm the immense 
chartless ocean of death, 


There are phantoms of ships that lurch up, and thou seest 
them and art not allured 

By their masts made of glimmering dream, by their bul- 
warks from cloudland unmoored; 

For the helmsmen that steer them are mist, and the sails 
they are mused with, each one, - 

By the feverish hands of fanaties on looms of delusion 
are spun. 


At the vague stems are visages poised that in variant 

. glimpses appear . . . : 

Here the swart and imperial Osiris, the crescent-crowned 
Mohammed here; 

Or again, mystic Brahma, with eyes full of omens, mo- 
nitions, and vows; 

Or again, meek and beauteous, the Christ, with the blood- 
crusted thorns on his brows. 2. 


But thou sayest in thy surety to all: ** Empty seemings, 
pass onward and fade!” . . . . 

Not by embléms and symbols of myth wert thou born to 
be tricked and betrayed; 


For aloof o'er the desolate’ blank thou discernest, now 


dubious, now plain, . ; 
The expanse of one sheltering shorelund, worth ardors 


untold to obtain, 


Full of promis, expectancy, peace, in secure sequestra- 
tion it lies, 

Undismayed by a menace of ‘storm from its arch of in- 
scrutable skies. "n 

Canst thou reach it, strong sea-farer? Yes! for 
the waves are thy bondsmen devout. 

Look! they wash thee safe-limbed on its coast, clinging 
firm to thy tough spar of doubt! 


Roam at large in its glorious domain; from its reaches 
night half has withdrawn; 

Over inlet, bay, meadow, and creek broods the delicate 

mask of dawn; 

Roam st large; 'tis a realm thou shouldst love; ’tis the 
kingdom where Science reigns king; 

In its lapses of grove and of greensward sleeps many a 
crystalline spring. 


To the eastward are mountains remote, with acclivities 
towering sublime: | 

The repose of their keen virgin peaks mortal foot hath 

: not ventured to climb; 

In their bastions and caverns occult, in their bleak lairs 
of glacier and stream, 

There are treasures more copious aud costly than fable 
hath yet dared to dream, 


Thou shalt see not their splendors, for fate may retard 
through long ages the hour 

That in bounteous bestowal at last shall mankind incon- 
ceivably dower. 

Yet thy prophecies err not, O sage; thou divinest what 
wealth shall outpour 

When exultant those proud heights of knowledge pos- 
terity sweeps to explore. 


Not for thee, not for us, those dear days! In oblivion 
our lots will be cast . 

When the future hath built firm and fair on the bulk of a 
petrified past. ` 

Yet its edifice hardier shall bide for the boons fraught 
with help that we giv— : 

For the wrongs that we cope with and slay, for the lies 
that we crush and outliv! : 


And if record of genius like thine, or of eloquence flery 


and deep, 
Shallremain to the centuries regnant from centuries lulled 
- into sleep, 7 : 
Then thy memory as music shall float amid actions and 
aims yet to be, : 
And thine influence cling to life's good as the sea-vapors 
cling to the sea!  —JEdgar Fawcett, in The Arena. 


Sunday Laws. 


To raz Eprror or Tae Terora Szxxzn, Sir: It is 
no more than fair that you grant me a little space 
to say what I hope will be my last words of a per- 
sonal character. In my recent article, published in 
your paper, I simply compiled what the several 
Secular societies had said in defining their opinions 
and at the same time declared that I am in favor 
of a Secular Sunday, established by authority of 
law. This called out in Toe TRuTH Szexer two full 
columns of editorial matter, published a week 
before my article appeared ! 

Now, this editorial is a curiosity. I only notice 
one paragraph: “A minority of the wage-workers, 
and here and there an unassigned gentleman like 
Dr. Westbrook, hav eaten of the ecclesiastical gulls’ 
seed scattered by the priestly caste to catch the un- 
wary.” Now, here is “richness” for you! I am 
utterly at a loss to know what is meant by an “un- 
assigned gentleman." I hav examined Webster's 
unabridged and my law lexicons in vain, and so 
must givit up! Will the Editor please tell me 
what he means by an “unassigned gentleman?” 
Then I am puzzled by the “gulls’ seed.” I turn 
again to Webster and find this quotation from Mr. 
J. Q. Wood: “Why the word ‘gull’ should be em- 
ployed to express stupidity, I cannot at all compre- 
hend; for the gulls are very knowing birds indeed, 
and difficult to be deceived!” Now it may be that 
those “unassigned gentlemen” know more than 
their critics in consequence of eating this gulls’ 
seed! “They are very hard to deceive.” A few 
years ago Punch gave his readers a recipe for 
making “ gooseberry fool" It ran something like 
this: “Carefully skin your gooseberries, extract the 
seeds and wash the pulp in three waters, for six 
hours each. Having done this with the goose- 
berries the fool is perfect!" 

Now, I do not call anybody a fool, but I do say 
that the discussion of this Sunday question has, on 
the part of the extremists, been very much like 
making “ gooseberry fool” according to the recipe 
given by Punch. The subject has been washed 
over in so many waters that there is nothing but 
water left! In conclusion, allow me to add that it 
is not true that I was ever in favor of closing the 
Chicago Fair “by an act of Congress.” I simply 
claimed that the commissioners having made a con- 
tract with Congress by accepting the $2,500,000 on 
condition of closing, they were bound to keep the 
conditions of that contract and close on Sunday. 
To take that money and then open on Sunday was 
& piece of villainy that I can find no language 
strong enough to describe. But all this is now 
“ancient history" and the question seems to be, 
«Shall Sunday be established by law?” I am ready 
to take the affirmativ of this question and to meet 


' any honorable opponent in legitimate controversy, 


“aides in black paint. ‘Mr. B. had fft 


+ 
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sheep. When asked how he obtained them he said 
he bought them of Mr. B., the man who had the 
fifty sheep in the next lot. The tags were torn 
from the ears and the initials of Mr. B's. name 


who. instead of dealing in vulgar personalities, will 

write lik» a gentleman. assigned or “unaasigned.” 

Who among our Freethinkers will accent this chal- 

lenge? R. B. WESTBROOK. 
Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 2, 1894. 


[Why J. G. Wood should suppose that the word 
* gull” is used to denote stupidity in the bird or in 
the one who gulls we do not pretend to know. Of 
course everybody but Dr. Westbrook saw that the 
ecclesiastics were the gullers, not the gulled. If 
Dr. Westbrook still believes that “Sunday should 
be established by law,” after the absolute demon- 
stration to the contrary in the editorial mentioned. 
his case is hopeless and further discussion useless. 
—Ep. T. 8.] 


name. and also on the other side of the sheep. 
general concern to the public? Because this man, 


Mr. B., could pray longer, open his mouth wider. 


man within a hundred miles of here. 


Methodist church. 


Three Pointers. 


A Christian young woman in our neighborhood 
has learned a new song. She keeps time with her 
foot to the cradle while she sings: 

Sleen, my child; thy troubled mother 
Weeps while none her tears can see. 
The one sbe trusted as a lover 
Never will be known to thee. 
There is always something pathetie connected with 
such eases, and none but the evil-minded will rejoice 
at such happenings. I would not allude to the 
circumstance did it not hav a moral attachment to it. 

Christians would eonvey the idea that those who 
experience religion and join the church are more 
virtuous. hav more self-respect, and exert & more 
wholesome influenee in society than those outside. 
This girl was brought up in one of the strictest 
Presbyterian families in all the country round. 
From the time she was old enough to fold her 
hands in prayer she has been taught to pray. She 
has been taught that God is always near to those 
who call on him; that he is a father to the faithful; 
that when clouds darken and danger thickens God 
always dispels the clouds and turns away the 
danger. She has been taught from early youth 
that God exercises parental supervision over, and 
holds as in the hollow of his hand, those who put 
their faith in him. 

Oh, the wickedness and delusion of such teach- 
ing! On account of such teaching, instead of using 
their reason and better judgment, thousands hav 
trusted to this unseen helper, but when the hour of 
danger came—when too late—-they found that they 
had been leaning on a broken reed. 

No doubt this girl had uttered the prayer many, 
many times—* Lead us not into temptation "—and 
yet when the hour of temptation eame she was no 
better off than those who had not prayed at all. 

When the train is derailed, when the vessel sinks 
or the boiler explodes, God never happens to be 
within helping distance. At the very moment he 
is most needed he fails to materialize. He always 
has business in another direction. He is getting 
up a blizzard, or bringing on a drouth or a flood, 
or Jaying a mine for an earthquake, or putting a 
fuse to a volcano. 

How many hones hav been blasted, how many 
hav been disanpointed, because they had been 
taught that God will help those who nut their trust 
in him in the time of danger? Yet there are thou- 
sands of lessons which unmistakably teach that 
those who pray fare no better than those who do 
not. In this regard there is no difference between 
those who pray and those who swear. I would 
rather hav the advice of a farseeing. cool, calculat- 
ing man than to hav an interest in all the prayers 
that were ever uttered. 

When reason and sound philosophy are taught in 
the place of myth and superstition, men will trust 
to their own powers and not to a phantom which 
can render no assistance in the hour of trial and 
danger. 


there is silence in heaven. 


director, let us philosophize a little. 


the owner? 


to another ? 


Christians, but he knew of only one man with whom 
he would trust his pocket-book with uncounted 
money, and he was an Infidel. That Infidel will 
hav to go to hell, while this holy shepherd will buy 
or squeeze his way through—get a pass from the 
church, and secure a harp and crown after all. 
Why, this nondescript half man, half celestial, 
whose dwelling-place is somewhere between earth 
and the seventh heaven, has labored with me and 
told me what a great amount of good I might ac- 
complish if I would only change my views (be a 
high-pressure hypocrit). 

Did the command to not covet his neiebbor's 


Will any amount of praying take the rascality out 
of him? Will reading long chapters in the Bible 
make him honest ? i 

As long as Christians teach such holy slush, and 
make the church the headquarters for sneak-thieves, 
mongers, wine-bibbers, liars, extortioners, hypocrits, 
and perjurers, it must be expected that such men 
will turn up. 

When the church instills into the minds of the 
young a higher sense of honor, and teaches self- 
respect and & due regard for the thoughts and 
rights of others, we may expect to lift the coming 
generations to a higher plane of morality. 

But think of the horror and stupidity of singing: 


He will forgiv, if you only believe. 
And the voung are made to think that belief is of 
more importance than reacon, intelligence, honesty, 
and morality. Yes, the church teaches that if a 
man only believes, he can be admitted when he 
knocks at the gate of St. Peter, even though he hav 
a hangman’s noose about his neck. 


Some nights ago I was riding with a gentleman 
and looking at the stars. 

“ What bright star is that yonder,” he asked. 

“That is not a star,” said I; “that is the planet 
Jupiter.” 

* What do you think,” said he, “about God 
creating the heavens and the earth in six days out 
of nothing?” 

I said, “If you could wing your way through 
space with the speed of lightning, and pursue an 
undeviating course for millions of years, you would 
undoubtedly see suns, planets. and stars as we d 
from.our present..standpoint.- "Fhese- are all-mate 
rial bodies, and to suppose that théy were create 
‘out of nothing iu any time; long or short, is th 
height of absurdity.” ^ ^ EE. 
---That.ie jitst what Y-think/"Said/he,- -+ += | 

To my, surprise I, found that’ he: had scaled 


ihe walls of superstition. and . waa an out-and-out 


The impression is abroad that those who belong 
to the church and pay the priest and make long 
prayers are more honest, moral, and trustworthy, 
and exert a more healthy influence in society than 
those who do not. To prove the fallacy of such 
doctrin is the object of this article. 

Some time ago Mr. A. lost between thirty and 
forty blooded sheep. Some of them had been 
registered and had tags attached to their ears and 
had the owner’s initials stamped upon their right 
| : y sheep in an 
adjoining lot. About the time the shéep were 
missed Mr. B.’s sheep were taken away. Mr. A! 
inquired if his sheep had not got into Bs flock. 
No, he said, he had no sheep only those which be- 
longed to him. The sheep were advertised in the 


yillage paper from TE to week and much time | Atheist... o-i ala osse lu Ll aso ca 
spent in looking for them., == Ss” | Tagked him if he had ad: itings upon 
Mt length he got intelligence’ thit Mr. C. Had kis hts subjects = ns TAR TEE writings upon 


stamped with red paint over the initials of Mr. A.’s 


But why such tedious mention of a matter of no 


spout more holy froth. jump higher, bellow louder, 
and paw up more Methodist dirt than anv other 
He gave 
$1.000 to build the church: he owns thirtv or forty 
cows, sixty or seventy horses, and two or three hun- 
dred acres of land. He is the great mogul of the 


Why, he is the first mate on “the old ship Zion,” 
takes the observations and keeps the log-book when 
the captain is otherwise engaged. He has general 
supervision of the celestial regions. tells the angels 
when to roost, furnishes straw for their nests, 
when they want to set examins their eggs to see 
that none are addled; when the young angels are 
hatched, watches them to see that “Old Clootie” 
does not catch them before thev are able to fly. He 
not only has charge of things above, but is the chief 
director in God’s holy temple below. When he 
bends his knee, God almighty stamps his foot on 
the golden pavement, and says “ Whist,” and then 
Having turned the cal- 
cium light on this vicegerent of the great supernal 


Did the command, “Thou shalt not steal.” hav 
any effect on this holv nincompoop when he war 
stamping the initials of his own name over thore of 
Did the admonition. * Do unto others 
as you would hav others do unto you.” swav his 
mind when he was pulling the tags off the ears of 
the sheep? Did he pray, “Lead us not into tempta- 
tion,” when he sold sheep which he knew belonged 


A man said not long ago that he knew all the 


create contention and strife. 


property deter this pious snob from stealing? 


into closer relationship, each with, the. ot 
was the state that prosecuted Paine 
rand drove him to France: it was society in America 
i | that ostracized him and drove him to New Jersey. 


«*Never"s"'syllable""sasid be. “I hav reasoned 
myself into the position which I occupy.” 

I told him'I would send him some Freethought 
literature. He said it would not be a favor ifI did. 
He told me that he did not wish to take a bone of 
contention into his family; that his wife was the 
daughter of a Methodist minister, and had never 
dreamed that he did not believe in a God and the 
Bible with all the attachments. 

I was at his house over Sunday. He brought up 
the carriage, and his wife went to church. He pays 
the pew-rent and I presume attends church himself. 

There are thousands in his condition in this 
country to-day. In the church and out of it are 
men and women who hav reasoned themselvs out of 
the old superstition, but wife or husband, church or 
business, or Mrs. Grundy holds their noses down to 
the Christian grindstone, and then makes them pay 
for turning the stone. 

But the point I wish to make is this: This man’s 
wife is a Christian dyed in the wool. She has not 
reasoned herself into Christianity— she will never 
reason herself out of it. She is simply a good 
Christian; she has never been taught to reason. 
Like other good Christians, her mind has been 
molded to a pattern. Like a set machine, it can 
only run in one groove. She can hav no conception 
of the freedom of thought. The business of the 
church is to turn out Christians, not to produce 
thinkers. To her mind there is a great being up 
among the clouds or beyond, and she could be led 
into any excess or absurdity if she could be made 
to believe that it would be pleasing to the great 
imaginary being above the skies. True Christians 
can hav no innate sense of right and justice. They 
will kneel in human blood when they think it agree- 
able to God. They hav been led to commit the 
most ferocious acts by being made to believe that 
God looked on approvingly. 

If the woman above alluded to should learn that 
her husband was a doubter, she would know that he 
is an object of God’s wrath, and would be damned. 
From that moment, instead of the loving, tender 
husband, he might become to her a human scorpion. 

Oh, the rarity of Christian charity. 

Now mark the difference. He does not believe 
in her God or her religion; yet he indulges her in 
all her superstitious freaks and Christian absurd- 
ities. She differs from him, and it does not create 
a ripple; but for her to know his real belief would 
Christianity must 
ever be intolerant. B 

So it has been through the ages. So it must al- 
ways be as long as a system exists which reduces 
men and women to a state of mental slavéry. The 
mind must be free to investigate everything—to 
mount a« high as heaven or dive us deep as hell. 

Jomw Peck. 


Observations. 

Mr. John R. Charlesworth recently argued, in a 
communication to Tax Truru Szrxer, that the 
state cannot be called a necessary evil because, to 
so characterize it—every person born in!o the com- 
munity being a part of the state—would be equiva- 
lent to saying that every person is an evil. His re- 
mark led me to say, in substance, that since deliver- 
ing Freethought lectures is a calling in which Mr. 
Charlesworth excels, he would do more good by 
confining himself to that work than by branching 
off into economies, upon which subject he does not 
express himself so convincingly. If I had known, 
as I hav since learned, that Mr. Charlesworth makes 
a distinction between state and government, I 
should hav understood him better and might not 
hav evoked the reply he has sent to the Editor. 
From this reply, now before me, Mr. Charlesworth’s 
definitions of state and government are learned. 
He says: 

The state means that individuals shall be brought into 


closer relationship, each with the other; while govern- 
ment means authority. 


Mr. Charlesworth admits that he is not outside 
of the category of those who are given to the con- 
fusion of terms, which saves me the trouble of tell- 
ing him so, and which is soapparent that he hardly 
needed to mention it himself. He adds that the 
writer of “Observations” confounds state with 
government; but the confusion is in Mr. Charles- 
worth’s mind, not in mine; for when I say state I 
mean government, or the same thing; whereas 
when Mr. Charlesworth says state he means society. 
which, as Thomas Paine said, is not only different 
but. hag &. different. origin. was Society,” Says, Mr. 


| | Paine, “is produced, by our wants ;” that is, by our 
dependence on, one .andther; and consequently, as 


Mr. Charlesworth, puts it,“ individials are brqyeht 
b ther * Tt 


in Egland 


The state makes outlaws; society, outcasts. Tf the 
secretary of the Freethought Federation will read 
chapter one. Part TI., * Rights of Man,” on « Society 
and Civilization,” he will see that his definition of 
state is identical with Paine’s definition of society ; 
and if he will read Herbert Spencer he will find 
that that philosopher's use ol the word state is 
pretty much the same as his own use of “govern- 
ment.” But even if Mr. Charlesworth had been ac- 
curate in his use of terms, it would be necessary. in 
the interest of truth, to cay that he is wrong in his 
statement that every person is a part of the state. 
In the first place, the person born into a cotnmu- 
nity has no voice in the government for twenty-one 
years after his entrance (T am speaking about our 
own country, which is exalted as the best example 
of a state); and if the person happens, which is an 
even chance, to be your aunt instead of your uncle, 
she will never hav any authoritativ voice at all i 
fancy and sex thus exclude about five-sixths of the 
population from participation in the directing of 
state affairs. The delegation of the governing 
power to representativs and “public servants” 
shuts out nine hundred and ninety-nine one- 
thousandths of the remaining one-sixth, and the 
assumed power of rings and bosses further reduces 
the popular influence. 

When I get ready to admit that the child is an 
appreciable part of the state I shall also be ready 
to acknowledge guilt through Adam’s sin, and to 
claim salvation through the murder of Jesus Christ. 


I hav reason to believe that the periodical resur- 
rection of the joke first suggested the idea of human 
reincarnation. The “Not for Parsons " column of 
Tue Trors Srrxer a week or two ago contained an 
anecdote about a certain Boston clergyman who 
sent to a brother clergyman in the Windy City for 
a copy of a work entitled “Seekers After God.” 
The Western preacher, having made diligent 
search, reported that there were “no Seekers after 
God in Chicago.” Now, that joke was born in 
England more than one hundred years ago. It 
suffered under George the Third, was doubtless 
crucified by people who can’t tell a story, died and 
was buried, and descended into the newspapers. 
whence it arose in the third generation and has just 
been set up by the right hand of the compositor. 
Its birth was after this wise: The government of 
England, in the year of grace 1793, had taken in 
hand the suppression of the political works of 
Thomas Paine; and all public officers were in- 
structed to be on the lookout for stray copies. 
The town crier of Bolton, being sent abroad on this 
errand, made the following return to his masters: 
“Hav been all-around this place and find in it 
neither the rights of man nor common sense.” 

The joke has left something of its truthfulness in 
the sepulcher, for it very accurately described Eng- 
land at the period alluded to; whereas there are 
known to be lunatics in Chicago. 


The respected Dr. E. B. Southwick, of Sherman, 
Mich., being one of those who “dream while 
awake "—that is, a Spiritualist—writes to me say- 
ing: “ Your criticisms in Tug Trura Seeker are a 
sort of necessarv evil.” I mention this in order to 
thank my venerable friend for preserving the word 
* necessary.” 

Judge Westbrook, of Philadelphia, has been set 
to the unrewarded task of pawing law-books and 


dictionaries to find out what is meant by “ unas- 


signed gentleman ”—a term applied to himself in 
an editorial appearing in this journal. I can help the 
judge out by relating a romance of Puget Sound. 
You must know, then, that along in the fifties, 
when white men first penetrated that district, a 
simple siwash maiden of the upper Stillaguamish 
country, having become the wife of a pale-face, 
became also the mother of his last child. The un- 
corseted daughter of the woods had expected that 
her offspring would favor its father as to complex- 
ion if a bov or its mother if a girl; and such was 
her confusion when she noted its bilious tint— 
neither white nor salmon-colored—that she at once 
consigned her tenas (so the siwash kid is termed) 
to the cold waters of the Stillaguamish river. When 
solicited by the husband for an explanation of her 
unnatural conduct, she replied in these memorable 
words, familiar to the wahwah of Snohomish 
-county:: ‘“Yokd halo 'siwash; -yoka halo Boston; 


*yóka-delatb-blankity-blank." : Thé closing: com-| 


pound, though vot “found' im ‘dictionary or law 
léxicor, conveyed, in her simple patois, the woman's 
“idea that the infant, being no Indian and no white 
“mah; Was One of the geniin unassigned. ~~ 
^ "Now the color of the child, like the character of 
Dr. Westbrool's Sunday, wag Féferable io 
“logical causes; and it is no wonder that the 


-physig 


ditor, 


‘needing a descriptiy term for the advocate of such | 
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.of once flourishing. communities, the soul of Plenty,- 
-the spirit of. Enterprise—relics of - material pros- 
-perity drained ‘of-its lifeblood by this crime of legis- 


j troduce to 


"When the Inqüisition was torturing a victim, re- 


that he’ might be racked ‘oneé more. That was 


25 


Charity, and itis all the nation has to offer iu place 


of the freedom it has assassinated. 
Gro. E. MaoboNALD. 


a Sunday, was obliged to go outside the accepted 
vocabulary to find it. In one way the offsprine of 
the forest differed from the Sabbatarian conception 
of Judge Westbrook. It was not prescribed by stat- 
utory law. 


Lectures and Meetings. . 


Coroner Ixexnsornr will lecture Sunday night, Jan, 14, 
in Boston, Boston Theatre. Subject, ''The Gods,” 


S. P. Putwnam’s lecture appointments: 

Boston, Ingersoll Secular Society, Jan. 14th. 
Northport. L. T.. Jan. 18, 19, 20. 

Newark. N. J.. Jan. 2t. 

Ohio Liberal Societv. Cincinnati, Jan. 28th, 29th. 
Delphos, O., Jan. 30th. 81st., and Feb. tst. 
Chicago, Ill., Feb. 18th, 25th. 

Those who desire lectures at any points between New 
York and Chicago, and in the viciuitv of Ohinago during’ 
the month of Februarv. will please write at once to Mr. 
Putnam, care of Tug Trora SuzkgR, New York. 


When District-Attorney Fellows, of New York, 
publicly announced that he had named Mr. Hugh 
O. Pentecost as his assistant, I thought that the 
ex-editor of the Twentieth Century should be con- 
gratulated. Allthe papers attacked Mr. Pentecost, 
and the New York Zribune went so far as to say 
that the appointment was “an insult to the intelli- 
gence of the community.” Of course everybody 
knew that it was not intelligence but the editor of 
the Zribune that had been offended, but the outery 
had its effect, and Colonel Fellows reconsidered his 
choice of an assistant. 

Up to this time Mr. Pentecost had observed 
silence and retained the good-will of his old friends. 
He might be assailable for inconsistency in working 
for the enforcement of laws which he denounced as 
unjust, still the fact is generally recognized that a 
man with » family to support must look out for the 
main chance. Some of his former sympathizers 
even accepted the appointment as an indicatfon that 
the political world was growing more tolerant. 
They called it a concession, and being of a class 
more accustomed to abuse than to favors, they were 
in a position to appreciate this one. The press de- 
nunciation did not lower him in their estimation— 
they were used to that. It was left for Mr. Pente- 
cost to “insult the intelligence of the community” 
and to precipitate himself down the toboggan-slide 
from the hight where he enjoyed the respect of a 
few to a depth of self-abasement where he must 
feel that he forfeits the esteem of everybody. He 
has recanted without hope of reward here or here- 
after. Havirg been kicked, he turns to caress the 
foot that hoisted him. “I now know," he says, 
*that we livin & world in whieh the government 
and the social svstem which prevail are the best 
that human beings in their highest wisdom hav 
been able to construct. Whatever may hav been 
my former beliefs, I am now as firm a believer as any 
one in the practical necessity of the governmental 
system we hav and enjoy." Mr. Pentecost is also 
now prepared to say, in vindication of his political 
orthodoxy, that the evidence against the Chicago 
revolutionists, Engel, Parsons, Fischer, Spies, and 
Lingg, connected them and all of them with the 
throwing of the Haymarket bomb, and that their 
conviction, death, and damnation were just. 

If Colonel Ingersoll, while a candidate for office, 
had said: “I now know that we li in a world in 
which the religion and the ecclesiastical system 
which prevail are the best that the divine being in 
his infinit wisdom has ever been able to reveal; and 
whatever may hav been my former beliefs, I am 
now as firm a believer as anyone in the neces- 
sity of the ecclesiastical system we hav and enjoy" 
—if Colonel Ingersoll had made such a confession 
at one time, adding that the burning of Bruno was 
a righteous act and the persecution of Paine a ne- 
cessity, he would hav been governor of Illinois. We 
should hav had the satisfaction in his case of know- 
ing that he had vanquished his enemies, though by 
the humiliation of his friends; but what would hav 
been the measure of our disrespect if he bad made his 
recantation after being defeated! It would be the 
same measur : that is now felt toward Pentecost to 
the extent that he is of sufficient importance to be 
worthy of it. 

Political agitators, sincere though misguided en- 
thusiasts. hav relped the world; so hav religious 
fanatice, indirectly or negativly; but I never heard 
of any good results from the crawfish. 


FnawkniN Srerner’s lecture engagements are as fol- 
lows: " 
Feb. 12, Chicago, IM | Mar. 

t 19, 90, Alliance. O. es 
** 26, Philadelphia, Pa, | “ 
** 298, Ellenville, N. Y. ' “ 
Mar. 2, New York. | e 

** 4, Brooklvn. n^ £f 

‘s 5,7. Northport, N. Y... “ 

* 8, Norwalk, Conn. 

Mr. Steiner has some open dates for his return trip. 
Address him, after February 19, in care of Tug Tnauvm 
SEREER. 


Tur Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings: 
every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Busi-. . 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and: 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for January: 
January 14th—Professor Eames: Subject, ''Ethies ver- 

sus Dogma.” 
January 218t—Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr.: Subject, ** Microben: 
Their place in Nature.” : 
January 28th—Mr. John Swinton: Subject, ‘‘ John 
Brown of Ossawatomie. " 


9, Meriden, Conn. 

11, Boston, Mass. 

12, 18. Harwich Mase, 
14, Cotnit. Masa, 

15, Osterville. Mass. 
18, R ston, Mass, 

25, Newark, N. J. 


"Tux Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o'elock, 


Tur First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 r. m. Sunday-school in 
the same place at 10:30 A.M. 


Tur Women’s Liperav LzAGvr, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Buildivg, Ridge avenue and Green atreet, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 a'clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Program of lectures for January: 

January 16th—Ralph Raleigh, “Tha Coming Woman.'" 

Januarv 23rd—Miss Mary O'Reilly, ** Child Labor in our 
Own State." 

January 30th—Wayland Smith, ‘‘ Principles of Theog- 
ophy." 

Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1083 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program for Jannary: 
January 14th—Ohas. C. Reemelin: subject, ‘The Earth 

and Man as an International Totality.” 
January 2ist—dehate: subject. ** Christ's Blood Oleans- 
eth from all Sin" Affirmativ, Prof. J. S. Van 
. Oleve, Ph. D.; negativ. Prof. Chas. Auenstiue. 
January 28th—Samnel P. Putnam: subject, *'"The Glory 
of Infidelity.” 


Durme the last week iu December, J. E. Remsburg 
delivered a conrse of five Jectnres in Paris, Tex.. the home 
of Colonel Peterson, who many years ago pnblished the 
Freethought journal Common Sense. J. F. Miles and 
Colonel Peterson, Truta Seexer subscribers, arranged 
for the meeting, which was quite a successful oue. The 
third night Mr. Remeburg spoke he was frequently inter- 
rupted by & man in the audience. As the man was intox- 
icated no attention was paid to him. The offender proved 
to be Colonel Boyd, editor of the Paris Daily News and 
one of the chief pillars of the Methodist church. The 
next morning Colonel Boyd called at Mr. Remsburg's 
hotel, came to his room, and humbly apologized for his 
conduct of the previous evening. He srid that his con- 
duct was outrageous, and he regretted it the more because 
he had just come from prayer-meetiug. 


A newspaper in whose editorial utterances I hav 
no confidence, and which is therefore unworthy of 
respect, says: “ ! he ghost of free silver coinage ap- 
pears to be laid.” I do not mention the paper, be- 
cause the sentence lost all its originality shortly 
after it was uttered, and its truthfulness some time 
before. But even if the ghost of free silver were 
laid, we hav enough other ghosts to competently 
fill its place. Over the great West stalks the shade 
of departed Prosperity, and it arose when silver 
was slaughtered. There and ev:rywhere is the 
shadow of Industry, slain by those who struck 
down its parent, Silver. . There are the apparitions 


Tae Brooklyn Philosophical Association had Mr. 
Wakeman last Sunday to speak on ‘*The Cosmic Evolu- 
tion and the Unemployed.” The lecture was mainly de- 
voted to cosmic evolution and the question of sociology, 
being a criticism of Mr. Spencer for his attitude toward 
the question of sociology, where he recognizes the indi- 
vidnal before society. Mr. Wakeman wanted Mr. Skilton, 
when writing next to Mr. Spencer, to try and bring him 
around to recognize society before the individual, and 
Mr. Skilton promised he would do his best. Mr. Wake- 
man’s idea ia, first the cosmic world, then biology, then 
.sOciety, nex§ ethics, and then the individual. , He said 
. this. order. was..accepted..by. most. of the, scientists of 
Europe and America, except the Spencerian school... 


KE 


m eee er er 


If these, again, are not enough, let me in: 
ou the gaunt spécters Want, and 
Hunger, and Misery, that we are trying to meet 
arid appease with the hypocritical smirk of Charity. 


` “If one men prays: for-rain ‘and another: for :dry 
weather, and it rains, the one‘ considers his -prayer 
answered atid talks about it in prayer-meeting, 
while the other claps his hands and ‘shouts, Amen ! 
having entirely. forgotten his own prhyer which'was 
Poux yee a joo soe m A cal ure d nuu 


lators:: 


storativs wéte applied again and again, in order | hi 
not answered, 7 7/7. 


lead sara o 
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Letters of Friends. 


It Is a Civilizer. 

Smpnaw, Mion., Dec. 24, 1898. 
Mn. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3, 
for which send me the best paper published 
on this earth. I hav been reading Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER for about a year and a half, 

&nd I find it & civilizer. 
"Yours for truth and liberty, 
IsaApoRE CARON. 


It Grows Better Every Year. 

‘ Dec 26, 298. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 for the 
paper for another year. I hav taken it 
fourteen years. It grows better every 
year. We cannot do without it. My wife 
joins me in wishing you and Tue TRUTH 

. SEEKER family success the coming year. 

Yours for reason, right, and truth, 
E. H. Gaurr. 


One More Gathered Into the Fold. 


OxzIDA, Wasn., Dec. 14, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: I am a little late in paying 
up my subscription, but I hav been trying 
to get & new subscriber for you, and hav 
. at last succeeded in obtaining one. In- 
closed please find $5 in payment for my 
subscription and for one new subscription. 
Wishing you success, I remain, 
Yours truly, Miss E. Q. NELSON. 


Another Greeting for Our New-Old Man. 
San Franotsco, Car, Dec. 17, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $8 for 
one year’s subscription to Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER, in continuation. 
. Please present my compliments to Mr. 
G. E. Macdonald and wife. I am still 
sorry that they left San Francisco, but I 
wish them every kind of prosperity in New 
York or elsewhere. F. B. PERKINS. ° 


Norwegian Freethinkers Want **Rod- 
huggeren. ?? 
OnooxsToN, Minn., Dec. 28, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $8 for 
‘one year’s subscription. Two months ago 
Torkel Oftelie and myself started a radical 
People's party paper, printed in the Nor- 
wegian language. As Tus TRUTH SEEKER 
might suppose, the paper is just as open 
to the Infidel as to the preacher. 
Orm E. HAGEN. 


Did Not Say What Route They Would 
t Take. 
QOLDTHWAITE, TEX., Dec. 18, 1898. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $3 for 
Tux Tnaurz SEEEKER for another year. 

I went to the Methodist church last 
night to hear the minister hold forth. He 
said a good many people around ‘here are 
going to hell, but he failed to tell us who 
they were and which way they would hav 
to go to get there, W. OC. OanswELL. 


Hard Up for a Baptismal Font. 
WARRENSBURG, Mo., Dec. 30, 1898. 
Mz. Epiron: I herewith send $8 for re- 
newal of subscription. Times are hard 
-and water scarce. We had toresort to alime 
slack tub to baptize a negro in yesterday 
just before the sheriff sprung the trap to 
launch a good Christian into heaven. He 
went the usual route of all murderers. 
Long liv Heston and Tas TRUTH SEEKER. 
: O. D. Winniíws. 


Do Not Like Prayer Tests. 
Houmporpt, Iowa, Dec. 29, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find order for 
:$8.50 for THE TRUTH SEEKER and two 
copies ** Crimes of Preachers.” 

Ioften challenge the preachers and other 
Christians to get down and pray for any 
one thing and see if they can get their 
: prayer answered. They dare not pick up 
the glove. B. C. Parsons. 


. We Do Not Know of Any. 
Mopzsro, OAL., Dec. 25, 1898. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $5 to renew 
my subscription and for one new sub- 
scriber. I would not be without it under 
any circumstances. 

I would like to ask through your paper 
if there are any Bible believers among the 
astronomers of the present day. I do not 

: see how there can be. 

I sent Mr. Putnam $5 for one copy of 

** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
Yours truly, E. H. Bemis. 


À Lover of Burns and Ross. 
VILLAGE Grove, Cor, Dec. 16, 1898. 
Mz. Eprron: Iam glad I am alive yet, 
to thank the Truth Seeker Company for 
the good work they are doing in the world. 


Mr. Heston with the pictures is doing 


more than one man. 

I will inelose $4.75 for another year for 
THE TRUTH Seeker and two books, W. 
Stewart Ross’s ‘‘Janet Smith” and 
‘Lays of Romance.” I like his style and 
his books. My prayer-book is Robert 
Burns’s ‘‘Poems.” He was the greatest 
poet that ever lived on earth. 

Donaty MoDonaxp. 


Cannot Afford to Miss a Number. 


La Hoyt, Ia., Dec. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Send me a copy of Ts 
TRUTH SEEKER of December 2d, for mine 
failed to reach me, and I can’t miss a 
num*er. We had Remsburg to giv us 
two léctures in Mount Pleasant last July, 
and if we can raise the money we want 
Franklin Steiner one week, sometime in 
the future. Away wijh the clergy, who 
are ever ready to trade promises of & 
happy life after the people are dead for 

this world’s. goods. 
Yours for Freethought and liberty, _ 
E. E. Warre. 


But Not All Who Bow Believe. 
Kenton, O , Deo. 26, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send the paper for 
another year. I like it very much. It 
would be impossible for me to do without 
it. I hav been reading it for eighteen 
years. I think it has no equal in bringing 
truth and light into the world. Please 
find inclosed $5 for the last and the 
coming year, E 
I am living in a Christian community 
surrounded by churches. Revivals are 
being held everywhere. And I believe 
that any person who goes to church and 
bows down at the altar is in the first stage 
of insanity. . JOHN SOHWEMER. 


He Means to Open the Eyes of the Bli .d, 
Oro, Ta., Dec. 22, 1898. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find draft tor $6 
for the accompanying list of books. I 
still keep the light shining. 

I took a trip to the World's Fair, but 
not in time to take in the Freethought 
Congress. Was back to my -old home 
after being away twenty-eight years. The 
people seemed to hav gone back instead of 
forward. So I thought I would throw a 
a few firebrands into their midst by send- 
ing a few of your books. I would recom- 
mend that every Liberal when he renews 
order some new books to help keep the 
cause alive. . Yours for truth, 

S. R. Day. 


Expects to Soon Lay Down His Staff. 
Oapzx, Uran, Dee. 23, 1893. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5 for 
the paper for the coming year. 

I am truly sorry that I cannot order and 
distribute more Freethought and Spiritual 
publications. The Ogden people are 
wholly absorbed in orthodoxy and politics, 
while our Freethought people and Spirit- 
ualists are lost in the crowd and generally 
divided between the two thieves of the 
people’s rights, Republicans and Demo- 
crats. 

My subscription cannot last much 
longer; last Sunday completed eighty-two 
years of life, and the frosts of winter hav 
whitened my locks, and, though I am 
yet well and activ, I am looking for the 
day when I shall be called over to meet 
our dear old friend D. M. Bennett; and I 
will look for him, too. Jons A. Jost. 


A New Year’s Offering for Which He 
Gets Value Received. 
Lorus, Oar., Deo. 19, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: The nesr approach of 
another new year reminds me of a duty 
that rests upon me~—viz., to contribute 
my yearly mite for the purpose of keeping 
the glorious flag of liberty afloat above 
the cross, and to discharge the said duty I 
inelose herewith a money order for $12.50, 
which you will apply as follows: Hand $5 
over to friend Putnam to pay for a copy 
of his forthcoming book, ** Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought;” then apply $3 on 
subscription to the best of all papers, THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and for the remainder 
send books as per inclosed list. I am 


woman who has courage enough to defend 


faithful in England hav in their eagerness 


‘gan to defend our cause I could get up a 


satisfied that Putnam’s book.will be well 

worth $5, and so will not take advantage 

of your offer of it and the paper for $6.50. 
Yours as ever, Q. W. Ramsey. 


A Weapon Dangerous to Superstition 
and Intolerance. 

Giznn’s Ferry, nano, Dec 29, 1898. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find $1 for six copies 
of ‘Self-Contradictions of the Bible.” 
The Christians, or Bible teachers, are dis- 
honest. They quote different passages of 
the Bible to support certain doctrins. 
They do not quote the Bible to show or 
make evident what the Bible teaches; to 
prove or disprove the same proposition. 
They dare not be honest in this;.if they 
did, they would explode a mine, which 
would be self-destructiv. The Bible 
makes God everything and nothing. 

This little book puts the parallel pas- 
sages on both sides of this God’s character 
as uttered by himself, and is the artillery 
which annihilates all who dare attempt to 
array God asa host or power: All it needs 
to make Liberals is to be well informed, 
and especially on Bible contradictions; 
speak out courageously, circulate Liberal 
papers and Liberal books. 

Tur Trora SEEKER is a two-edged 
sword with a fearful point. It cuts both 
ways, and the thrustis deadly. Long may: 
it liv and everywhere may it go. 

James Srovr. 


That Wretched Attempt to Belie the Dead 
Bradlaugh. 
Vera Onvz, Mo., Dec. 9, 1898 
Mr. Eprron: I say all praises to the 


the steadfastness and goodness of a de- 
ceased father against the calumnies of 
church bigotry. Charles Bradlaugh has 
been dead about long enough to make the 
mouths of church liars begin to water. The 
good deeds in life and record of nobility he 
left to mark the time in which he lived with 
beauty and truth must be overshadowed 
with saintly lies to keep his record from 
going to posterity in its truelight. Every 
good deed and word from a true and no- 
ble man must hav a church falsehood on 
top of it for believers to nurse. Like 
those who lived in the time of Voltaire, 
Paine, and others, and could not meet the 
sledge-hammer blows of argument struck 
by such intellectual giants during life, 
the two pious venders of slush to the 


to outstrip: what they call Infidelity.gone 
beyond the bounds of decency and truth 
and forced the relations and friends of the 
dead to the sad duty of defending the 
truth against the aggressiv falsehoods of 
Christian champions. R. B. Davis. 


Advice that “Sammy”? Wants to Take. 
East RoonxsTER, O., Dec. 21, 298. 

Mr. Eprron: As my subscription has 
about expired, and as the old TRUTH 
SEEKER and I hav been good friends for 
the last twenty years, [cannot make up my 
mind to say ‘‘Stop the paper.” Therefore 
linelose money order for $3.25, the 25 
cents for ‘‘ Crimes of Preachers.” 

The cause of Freethought is gradually 
on the increase. I take notice that the 
masses of the people do not talk the same 
as they did a few years ago.. When I be- 


breeze any time and at all times, but now 
the most rigidly righteous say they do 
not wish to advertise Infidelity, and then 
they walk away. 

One word politically: I hav been wait- 
ing for the last fifteen years to get a 
chance to vote a Freethought ticket, and 
hav failed; hav now identified myself with 
the Populist partv, and there I expect to 
stay until something better comes along. 

A word to Sammy: Don’t work too hard 
on that new book. Remember Bfnnett; 
take lots of recreation; it won't hurt to 
wait a little while, and we all can afford to 
doit. I know that a man of the nervous, 
fidgety make-up that he has cannot confine 
himself so closely and do justice to himself. 
Go slow, Sammy; take lots of play. 

. Enoon WiokEnsHAM. 


Moses, Ezra, and the Pentateuch. 
‘Copperas Covz, Tex., Deo. 16, 1898. 
Mr. Eprron: Inelosed Isend you money. 

order for $8 to pay my subscription to 
Tse TRUTH Surxer. If you knew how 
hard I hav got to hustle to pay for it for 


this year yor would hav.an idea in what 
estimation I hold it. I also would ask 
your excuse for being behind time, which 
I hope will never happen again. 

In Draper’s ‘‘ History of the Conflict 
Between Science and Religion,” page 221, 
it is stated that we are told by Ezra 
(Esdras ii., 14) that he (Ezra) by the aid of 
five others wrote the Pentateuch in forty 
days.. I hav looked through the book of 
Ezra in one of the A. B. S. Bibles, and I 
cannot find any such or similar statement 
init. Could you explain where I can find 
said statement of which Draper speaks? 

p ARTHUR SOHUBERT. 

[There are four books ascribed to Ezra 
(Grecized into Esdras). Of these are 
Ezra and Nehemiah in. the authorized 
English version. In the Vulgate and the 
Thirty-nine Articles of the Anglican 
church they are called the first and second 
books of Esdras, and the : apocryphal 
books, now commonly known as. first and 
second of Esdras, are there called third 
and fourth of Esdras. Draper’s printer 
made the reference read to the second 
chapter and fourteenth verse of Esdras, 
when it should hav been to II. Esdras, 
fourteenth chapter and thirty-ninth verse. 
But the entire chapter should be read in 
‘connection. See the Apocryphal Old Tes- 
tament.—Ep. T. S.] 


The ‘Young Man ” Gets Great Praise. 
OonREOTIONVILLE, Iowa, Dec. 24, 1898. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav never written you 
(except for a renewal of my subscription) 
before, so Ithought I would say that I re- 
member seeing you about the first day of 
last October, also several others who 
seemed to me to hav some marks of intel- 
ligenee about them. We hav had one of © 
those specimens with us during the last 
few days, by name Franklin Steiner, who 
gave us four lectures in our Opera House, 
By the way, he seemed to awaken consid- 
erable interest in our ‘‘church circles,” 
and caused more Bible reading since he 
was here than has been done before in one 
year. One of Mr. ,Steiner’s lectures, 
‘“‘ The Great Religious Conspiracy Against 
the Republic,” so enraged one of our 
“sky pilots” of the **water-mark persua- 
sion,” who has the **enviable reputation " 
of being a **converted Jew,” that he rose 
by invitation of Mr. Steiner at the close 
of the lecture, to answer some of his 
“wishy-washy” remarks. He said there 
was nothing said that amounted to any- 
thing, but before he got through with his 
remarke, he said he agreed with the 
** young man” in a great deal that he had 
said, and gave notice to the audience that 
he would answer the lecture on the follow. 
ing Monday night, when he knew that the 
lecturer would be gone. He made some 
uncalled-for remarks, such as calling him 
a ‘‘traitor to his country.” But when he 


got through speaking, which was in- . 


side of twenty minutes, Mr. Steiner an- 
swered his attacks very satisfactorily to 
all present. On the whole, we think the 
reverend gentleman is quite willing to let 
the ‘‘ young man” alone. à 

-We hav had as lecturers in the last few 
years, Professor Jamieson, J, E. Rems- - 
burg, and Mrs. Judge Krekel, but we think 
Professor Steiner has caused more com- 
motion among the sanctified than any one 
of the others. He givs evidence of being 
2 young man who has been a great stu- 
dent of history, and he is quite a polished 
orator. Fraternally yours, 

: A, H. Perry; 


Scientific Education for the Masses. 
LzAvENWORTH, Kav., Dec. 15, 1898. 

Mr Eprror: In a former communica- 
tion I promised that if you were so kind 
as to refrain from consigning it to the 
oblivion of the wastebasket, I would write 
again, but I hav been waiting for the 
“ gpirit" to move me. Ithink it must hav 
been traveling on a way-freight; but it has 
come and gone, and so has Grover’s 
Thanksgiving day, and we hav eaten our 
turkey and mince pie, and been duly 
thankful to—U. S.—for it, and our chap- 
lains hav given thanks to God in our be- 
half (they get paid for giving thanks and 
we don’t) for all the blessing and calamities 
which hav been showered down upon us 
during the year. 

Tue Trorn SEEKER should appear on 
our library table regularly, but sometimes 
it is only conspicuous by its absenog 
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‘Whether it is stolen and suppressed by | others. If you hav any papers or tracts.| 1860 up to the present time, and was | Lord his God gave Abaz a sign and Isaiah 
some pious person, orjayhawked by some | for distribution, please send some and.I | ushered in by the discovery of the spectro- | prophesied that a virgin should conceive 
graceless Infidel, who wants to hav it all | will make good use of them; I am satisfied | scope. The spectroscope isa little instru- | and bear a-son;- that the son should eat 
to himself, I cannot say. I think the | there are thousands of Freethinkers right | ment by which the ray of light coming | butter and honey; that he should know to 
chances are about even.. here in this city, and yet, Iam sorry to | from any star is separated into its compo- | refuse the evil and choose the good, and. 

In my fertil brain I hav originated a | say, we cannot boast of a Freethought | nent parts, and the real character of the | before the child should complete his edu- 
scheme, or plan, of work, which I expect | society. But some day, and that very | substance emitting the light is determined. | cation in that way ‘the land- thou [Abaz] 
to get in operation about the first of March | soon, I hope, our silent brothers will | So, instead of working on mere supposi- | abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her 
next, or as soon as I can get ready for it, | arouse, organize and act, unless they are | tions, as in the past, astronomers now | Kings.” This is called a prophecy by one 
and I will describe it, so that perhapssome | Willing to be governed by priests and | seek one or more facts upon which to base | of the major prophets. It is claimed by 
Liberal brother may. go and do likewise. | preachers, pious legislators, and aldermen | an hypothesis. l : | Christians to be a foretelling of the coming 

, By that time, I will hav a series of lectures | and fanatical Sunday-law cranks. In the place of the theories of creation | of Jesus Christ. As near as my memory 
prepared (two of them are already finished 2 Erwin Aurrurta. j|avd the nebular hypothesis. there is now | serves, Thomas Paine proves that it was an 
and type-written) on biology and psychol- |  P.S.— wrote above lines this morning, | being substituted what is known as the | attempt to inspire Ahaz with confidence to 
ogy, beginning with the protozoa and | and am just taking up the Evening States | “aggregation hypothesis " This hypothe- | do battle, well knowing that if Ahaz was 
tracing life and mind from the speck of | to see what the city council has been do- | sis hangs on the possibility of our sun and | defeated or killed there would be no one to 
protoplasm to man. I will also hav a | ing at last night's session, and behold! the | other suns in the universe being fed by | expose the pious imposition, and if Ahaz 
naturalist’s microscope to illustrate the | very first announcement is this: comets and meteors passing near the sun | succeeded then he would herald Isaiah as 
wonders of cell and insect life, and last, | The ordinance prohibiting the belting | and being drawn into it by the attraction | a great or major prophet. So Ahaz went 
but not least, I will hav a small library of | and switching of cars on St. Claude street, | of gravity. His conclusion was that the | to war with the kingof Syria and the king 
Liberal end scientific books to ‘let out” | between’ Washington avenue and Press} heat and light of the sun would not die | of Israel, and the result was (according to 
to those who are not able or do not wish | Sect, pm cd the hours of 10 a.m. and 1 | out for millions of years, if ever, because, | ? Chron. xxviii) that Ahaz was defeated 
.to buy. The lectures will be free, but eee ays was passed. . | according to that theory, the universe is | snd dethroned. A hundred and twenty 
for exhibits with the microscope, and for |. , Holy Moses in the bulrushes! how will | the “ feeding ground” of the sun. thousand of his people déstroyed, Jerusa- 
the use of books, I will charge a small fee. all this end? I understand there is a| Mr, Wakeman mentioned that ether is a | lem was plundered, and two hundred thou- 
* Y will sell the books whenever I can do go, | Puilding on that street where the goody- | colorless substance, not matter, and may | sand women, sons, and daughters carried 
The lectures will be in plain language, that goody people assemble on that day and | arise from the decomposition of atoms. If | into captivity. That proved the falsehood 
the common people can understand, and | during those hours mentioned above to of- | I understood him aright, radiation from | of the prophet or the sign, whether it 
the books also will be of those written for fer their prayer to the great unknowable | the sun and other flaming bodies pro- | was ih the heaven above or on the earth 
the people rather than the scientists. Iam, who is nowhere to be found; and, | auces ether, which, in the course of time, | beneath or the waters under the earth. 

My plan is educational rather than con- | 89 88 Dot to disturb these worshipers of su- | returns to matter and may be sifted upon | Matt. xxiv, 30, 84, says: ‘And then shall 
troversial, and I will not provoke opposi- | Perstition, traffic and commerce must be | the earth or other body, as it is estimated | appear the sign of the son of man in 
tion unnecessarily. I will hav a few re- stopped. No doubt these Christian alder- that five hundred thousand tons of matter | heaven and then shall all of the tribes 
ligious books and novels for those who man(iacs) saw that planet ** Venus" yester- yearly fall upon the earth. Mr. Wakeman |of the earth mourn, and they shall 
eannot appreciate anything else. day in broad daylight and, believing it to | is a most excellent medium between the | see the son of man coming in the clouds 

The main point which I keep in view all | Pe the star of Bethlehem, predicting the | ones who make original investigations and | of. heaven with power and great 
the time in my lectures is to prove conclu- second coming of Christ (by the , WAY | evolve astronomical theories and those |glory.” ' * * ‘Verily I say unto you, 
sivly that man is a unity and not a duality, where is the proof of the first coming of | who are less well informed. This generation shall not pass till all 
If man has no immaterial soul, he needs | Christ?), they wished to be on the safe| Tf one wishes to be up to date in the-|of these things be fulfilled.” And 
no immaterial religion to save it. I will | 14 9nd will probably pass some more | ology and astronomy, and not remain | although that language is ascribed to 
go into country neighborhoods or small | @¥8 of a similar nature while awaiting his | gjinging to exploded theories, he should | Christ, whom the Trinitarians regard as 
towns, where I can lecture in the school- | ®‘Tival. Only for the inconvenience these | embrace every opportunity possible for | God, yet it has never been fulfilled, and 
house, get a boarding place where I can goody-goody people would suffer, they hearing this lecturer. That he is idolized | either Christ is a liar or he was mistaken, 
hav a room for my books and microscope would hav an ordinance passed next pro- | by those accustomed to hearing him was | mentally deranged, or else he did not say 
views, and stay a week or two, or as long hibiting the running of electric and horse- | gjearly shown at the Manhattan Liberal those worde. That was another sign that 
ae it pays. cars on Sundays; but as for above reasons | Olub last Friday evening, when Mr. Wake- | failed. Perhaps it was a dry time, All 

When. I find a place where there is they may not interfere with the running of man war pronouncing one of his favorite. | signs fail in a dry time, I hav heard said. 
enough raw material, I will persuade them | the Cars, there is no telling how soon they | benedictions. A gentleman, apparently a | Many generations hav come since that pro- 
to organize a permanent ‘Secular Li- | Vill demand that the ringing of the gong | stranger, arose and wanted to ask a ques- | Phecy is said to hav been made. Will 

. brary Association” for the advancement.of | ®24 the bell be prohibited on Sundays. | tion. Mr Wakeman asked if it was allow- someone tell what that sign was and 
knowledge. Now, you hav the outlines of | The loss of a few human lives, which may | able to ask questions during benediction, | whether it was seen in the heaven? Matt. 
-my scheme. I hav not applied fora patent, | °C°ur owing to the suspension of these sig- | which was answered by the renewed ap- | xii, 38-40: ''Then certain of the scribes 
and it is open for criticisms in the shape nals of danger, does not amount toa TOW | plause each time the stranger tried to state | and of the Pharisees answered, saying, 
of additions or amendments. After I hay | °f Pins in the eyes of these wise and pious | his question, and he was finally obliged to | Master, we would see s sign from thee. 
tried it, I will let the readers of Tam Trurn | People. . E. A. | be seated without stating his objection to But he answered and said unto them, An 
SEEKER know how it *' pans out.” TE Mr. Wakeman's remarks. L. B. ORINE. s and sapie pon geeketh 
j . : after & sign; and there shall no sign be 

Saiao PAE Some Signs That Are Truly Astonish- | given to it, but the sign of the prophet 

The Kind of Work That Tells. ing. Jonas. For as Jonas was three days and 

New Ornuzans, LA., Dec. 27, 1893. New Brrrarn, Conn., Dec. 25, a.m. 298. three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall 

Mr. Eprrog: Within find names and ad- Mr. Eprror: About three years ago I | the Son of man be three days and three 
dresses of four new subscribers, to whom listened to a ‘‘Proféssor” of Astrology.-| nights in the heart of the earth." And 

` please send Tue Trura SEEKER and books He was before an audience of Spiritualists | that sign failed if we hav a correct account 
mentioned. This entitles me to Mr. Put- in Portland, Ore., and seemed to hav | of Christ’s body, put in Joseph’s tomb on 
nam’s book, ‘Four Hundred Years of many believers. But to convince the | Friday evening and was out of there Sun- 
Freethought.” So, please, put me down skeptics, he quoted Gen. i 14. ‘* And | day morning ‘‘early while it was yet dark 
as good for one, and do not omit to hav God said, Let there be lights in the firma- | or at the rising of the sun." So it was 
my name enrolled on its pages. Finan- ment of the heaven, to divide the day | there only two nights and one day. You 
cially, I was unable to subscribe for same from the night: and let them be for | see this sign was in the depth beneath and 
at present, but your liberal offer was the signs, and for seasons, and for days and | not a star sign Matt. ii, 1, 9: ''Now 
keynote in finding a way of securing it. for years.” Then the professor asked: | when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Thanks to my little missionary work with ** What did God mean when he said these | Judea in the days of Herod the king, be- 
my books, which are always ‘‘on the go,” heavenly bodies that are lights in the fir- | hold, there came wise men from the east 
ag also by continually having my paper on mawent of the heaven were to be for |to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is 
the desk at office for the benefit of any- signs, and for seasons, if there were no |born King of the Jews? for we hav seen 
one who wishes to read it, and by placing signs in the sun, moon, or stars? What | his star in the east, and are come to wor- 
thém on the seats of the cars on our line was the use of such signs if they could not | ship him. * * * Then Herod, when he 
with my name on the rim, so that passen-. be read and understood by men?" Then | had privily called the wise men, inquired 
gers may know where to find this ungodly he got excited and shouted at the top of | of them diligently what time the star had 
man, I hav made new acquaintances and his voice; and with tremendous gestures | appeared. And he sent them to Beth- 
succeeded in securing these new sub- he said, ‘‘There are such signs and they | lehem, and said, Go and search diligently 
scribers. As I was willing to pay some- are understood." He continued to shout | for the young child. * * * When they 
thing for the book, and also determined to and affirm with no other proof that he|had heard the king they departed; and 
secure new subscribers, I concluded to giv ‘*knew there were such signs.” Well, |lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 
the paper and the books for less than you as strange and unreasonable as it may | went before them, till it came and stood 
even offer, and making good the differ ence seem, it only confirmed me in my Akad where ien chilo was, “When 
myself; but I am satisfied that after my skepticism regarding astrology. So I TO: ceeding: ereat Soy.” This nay r like 
friends hav tasted of this healthy brain- plied the next Sun day in substance that in wisdom to many, but it proves to me that 
food for a while, they will admit having Isaiah vii, 10, 11— Inoreover the Lord |there is ignorance as great now as there 
been rewarded tenfold for their little out- | astronomy," previous to 1600, depended | spske again to Ahaz, saying, Ask thee aj was when the last quotation was written. 
ay, and will renew their subscriptions at | upon the eye, and it was taught that the | sign of the Lord thy God. Ask it either in | There was a star sign, but who can con- 
the expiration of their present term with- | multitude of heavenly bodies were created | the depth or in the hight above.” ‘‘Now, eave anyos th foolish as to follow a star; 
looking i i E kies From 1600 to| what does this mean?" as our Christian sow cou ey when light traveling so 

out looking for a reduction or premiums. | and placed in the s 9 g : ` fast that it would come from the sun to us 
I am in hopes of sending more subscribers | 1800 he called the period of the ‘‘ middle | friend would ask after quoting something | in eightminutesrequiresone year and a half 
later on who cannot very well subscribe | astronomy.” The astronomers of the ffrom the Bible. It seems to prove that | for it to come from the nearest fixed star? 
just now, owing to lack of work and middle period depended upon the tele- | there were people who believed in signs in So thot, the sar poemi fixed except for the 
scarcity of the almighties; in the mean- | scope and evolved the nebular hypothesis, the depth below—I don’t know whether it ADDORT on zo Ke S earth mh PD it 
time they are welcome to my paper until | which astronomers of later times claim to | was at the bottom of the ocean or the deep- an idiot would try to keep up with the 
they can secure it for themselvs. be mere theory, without any facts to sub- | est places under ground man had been—as | apparent motion of either the ‘gun, moon, 

T bav about fifty more TRUTH Szexens | stantiate it. Consequently, it appears that well as others who. had faith in signs in | or stars? How could a star stop over 
on hand—those of '93—which will be dis- | the nebular hypothesis is being rejected. | thehight. While I must confess ignorance | where anybody’s baby was born? Such 
tributed within the next four months. For| The most interesting portion of his ad- | to what those signs were, it seems to me | folly as this confutes itself. I hav good 
a long time I was in the habit of saving dress, which contained a twenty-weeks’ those in the depth below would be as val- 
them, but, although I do not like very | college course condensed into an hour and | uable as those in the hight. 
much to part with them, I long ago con- ' a half, covered what is being termed the | Ahaz was a good man iud would not 

cluded to distribute them and enlighten , ''new astronomy," that dates from about tempt the Lord. Could he? But the 


The “ 01d,” the ** Middle," and the **New^? 
Astronomy. 
New York, Jan. 1, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: The scholarly and genial 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman, at the Science Ser- 
mons Society in this city, Sunday evening, 
December 81st, delivered one of the grand- 
est generalizations on the subject of As- 
tronomy to which I hav ever listened. 
This gentleman’s astronomy is up to date 
quite as much as his theology. Astronomy 
is a subject to which attaches greater in- 
terest, perhaps, than to any of the other 
sciences, because it is the oldest or one of 
the oldest of.the sciences, and it deals. 
with that part of the universe in which the 
Christian mythology places their heaven, 
with its mansions and golden streets, and 
their hell, as far as I know, which like- 
wise supplies an indispensable wing of the 
Christian system of theology. So when 
astronomers turn their telescopes and 
spectroscopes on the regions in which 
these places of such unusual human inter- 
‘est are supposed to be located, and do not 
find them, it makes things very lively for 
the church, at least for those who tell of 
these wonderful celestia] phenomena with 
great emphasis, but who in reality know 
no more what. they say than the veriest 
babe that never looked through a tele- 
scope. ' 

Briefly, the lecturer said that the ‘‘old 


reason to believe such professors and wise 
men do not know as much as children of 
fourteen in the first class in astronomy in 
any of our high schools, 

Garo. F. ELLIOTT. 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Elited by Miss Susan H. Wixox, Fall 
. diver, Mass., tò whom all Communica- 
#tons for thts Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
en the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children's Honr." 


A Little GirUs Recipe. 


I.don't ree why the big folks, all 
‘Nee go to cooking school, 

Wor it's easy enough to make a cake, 
"If you make it by this rule: 


lFirst, yon must hay an apron 
That you're not afrai 1 to hurt, 
‘For in this recipe we use, 
For flour, sifted dirt. 


‘Then dig, with an iron spoon, 
A hole in the cool dark ground, 
. And put in dirt and water, 
Btirring it round and round, 


'And then a handful of pebbles 
You'd better put in the dough, 
“What are these for? In this recipe, 
Pebbles are raisins, you know. 


. Ani when you get it all thick enough . 
You make it into a cake, 
Then put it on a nice, clean boar] 
And get iu the sun to bake. 


Dear me! I'd most forgot to say 
You must sprirkle with sugar (or sand). 
And when they're done, no better cakes 
Will be found in Babyland. 


That’s all! You see. to learn to cook 
You don’t need to make a fuss. 
Though mamma says, when she comes to the 
door, 
" Why Bessie, child! What a muss!” 
— Ethel E. Sleeper, in Good Housekeeping. 
ee —— —— — — — 


Our Duty Toward One Another. 
CONCLUDED 


How these quarrels between them dis- 
gust one. You never hear tbe end of 
them. Why? Because those who could 
make the advancements which would cause 
harmony will not do so, and because those 
who can get advancements made to them 
will refuse them unless they get every- 
thing and leave the others nothing. What 
an absurdity! you exclaim. “Decidedly 
Absurdity is no name for it. But Me- 
nander reminds us: 

No good in life the race of man can see, 

Npring from one root as branches from the 
ree; : 

But near the good, we find the evil still, 

And frequent good arises out of ill. 

While Theocritus kindly counsels the dis- 

couraged with: 


Yet courage, friend! to-morrow fortune's 


ra 
May shine with comfort, though it lowers 
to-day ; 

Hope to the living, not the dead, remains; 
And the soft season brightens after rains. 
Some dav we may hope for the concilia- 
tion between what are known as the ** up- 
per and lower classes," and until it comes 
those who would help each other and be 
humanitarians can always find & lesson to 
Jearn in the way of being kind, good, and 
unselfish. 

It is sad, but nevertheless true, there 
are many who would sooner die than liv 
their ‘‘allotted time.” The reasons why 
are many, and it would be useless to name 
them here. Paul Carus says: ''Life is 
worth living, if bnt the aim of life is high 
enough to giv value to the work of life." 
Quite true. Our duty, then, is to see that 
** the aim of life is high." To show, in the 
words of Aristophanes, that 
Evil eventa from evi] causes spring; 

And what you suffer flows from what 
you've done. . 
To see tbat our fellow-beings are free 
from pain and sorrow. ‘*To sow and 
scatter seeds of kindness.” To watch and 
hope for the emancipation of the world 
from that cruel monster and master, self- 
ishness. ‘‘Oh, if we but only knew the 
way!” We know the way. It is to'be 
men — to be women. . To cherish the 
liberty, and rights of.others as we would 
cherish our. own. ~: Ah, yes! -to look upo& 
the world with'a kindly eye. "Not tb sbold; 
but'to:encourage. 'Noót'to snrrénder hope, 
buf to hove on-on to. eternity, if, it 


need be: . SUG tae, SEL 


snis s 


Hope, like-the glimmering taper’s light, ~ 


:-Adorns and óbeers the way; = : 


And still, as darker:grows-the night, - ^ -+ 
;-imnite a; brighter-ray. ~ —Ghldsmith. = Little Jobnn 

t Cb ge eset wes Fao thes tenet cee bea Y H 
"Thé Word is more ‘Willing, to he re. peas 


ormod than we are willing to reform it. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY i138, 1894. 


Let us set about it with a good will. To 
show the discontented that contentment 
awaits them. To show the man of work 
rest is for him, not in after life, but in this 
life. (What takes place after life will 
hav little effect upon us; we will be un- 
conscious of it all.) To show the dis- 
couraged that their hopes are to be real- 
ized, and to giv happiness to all. We will 
not only show but giv. We hav no 
Utopian ideas which cau never be. All 
that we want can be, and that only by the 
united efforts of a united people. 

While saying be good to others, we 
must be good ourselvs: It would be a 
paradox to make others good when wa are 
bad. This is one of the first lessons to 
learn—be good. ‘* We cannot expect to 
be happy if we do not liv pure and useful 
lives," says Sir John Lubbock, and we can 
very well agree with him. In fact, it 
should be easy for us to liv good lives if 
we intend preaching to others to do the 
same. . But how often is the preacher the 
opposit to what he is preaching? And 
how often is the sinner the saint, and the 
saint the sinner? are questions natural to 
the mind. 

**Seek not to hav things as you choose 
them, but rather choose them to happen as 
they do, and so shall you liv prosper- 
ously,” said Epictetus. Alas! philosophy 
has little to do with the actions and thoughts 
of penple. If it did, how different would 
be to-day, and how different the to-morrow. 
The darkness, intellectual and ethical, we 
are groping in would be changed into a 
bright and glorious light, and philosophy, 
the sun, which would be unexcelled in 
grandeur, and which would put such 
warmth into us as would make our lives 
happy, and our surroundings cheerful, 
and our fellow-beings the happiest of mor- 
tals. Will that day ever come? Perhaps. 
Let us be full of hope and enthusiasm, for 
this is half the battle. Let us not dream, 
but act. And let us not grumble or fieht 
with each other, but increase the harmony 
between us. Oh, for the time when an 
ideality will be a reality; and kindness, 
love, and hanpiness universal traits. We 
should also think that 
Mine honor is my life, both grow in one, 
Take honor from me, and my life is done. 

—Shakespere, 

How can we be of use to our fellow- 
beings? In hundreds of ways. We may 
never be ata loss as to where kindness is 
wanted, where encouragement is needed, 
and where want is waiting to be filled. 
We can never be of any use to each other 
if we hav only egoistic feelings and prin- 
ciples. We must all be prompted by love 
of humanity. None are too bad, and 
none are too good as to be able to help 
those who may be bad. *'The good man 
is not of necessity happy, but the happy 
man is of necessity good,” exclaimed 
Archytas. 

Now, the chief thing that is needed to 
bring a)l this and to make the people hu- 
manitarians, and to work for the benefit 
of the world, is education. It is only by 
education we may ever expect to do any- 
thing. It is only by education that we 
expect to accomplish what we want. 
Whatever way a person is taught, that is 
the way they go. It is a lack of education 
that generally makes reforms and new 
ideas so unpopular at first. When they 
become familiar and a part of the people’s 
daily life, they incline favorably toward 
them. Half of the trouble that afflicts the 
human race is due to lack of knowledge, 
and what is that but want of education? 
Where you see education more in vogue 
than anywhere else, there you will find 
the better place, there you will find more 
happiness, more progress and civiliza- 
tion. Educate the people, if they will not 
educate themselvs, not by coercion, but 
by gentle persuasion. Lobe 
Deep wrapt in error is the human mind, 
And. humsn bliss is ever insecure, 

Know ye what. fortunes yet remain .be- 
pNP i etc ees tae oop pe wes vent 

Know yq bow long the present Wil] endure? 

. Epwarp Dosgon, , 


EE RC © ee 


nan nadd iniaa ne has 
Little Johnny: Our new teacher is just 
as pretty.as.she can. be, and-gets taken’ out 
most.every.nightto theaters and.concerts 
and things, I:s just lovely! |, Mother: 
| You like pretty teachers, don’t you, dear? 
Yesh: wi 
| d odd time, an’ don’t feel so much like 
giving bad marks... > 1 


dba 


Correspondence. 


CoorznsTowm, N. Dax., Dec. 14, 1898. 
^ Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. I enjoy reading the 
Corner very much, andT am nine years 
-old. I go to school, and I study reading, 
writing, spelling, arithmetic, geography, 
and philology, and I hav one brother and 
three sisters. I livin North Dakota ona 
farm, and we hav very cold winters here, 
but we hav lots of fun coasting and sliding 
‘on snow shoes. Father takes Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and he thinks there is no paper 
likeit. I hope my letter wont find the 

waste basket. Jay KunNs. 
[Letters from Jay wil never find the 
waste basket. 
his estimate of TuE TRUTH SrEkER.—Ep. 


C. ©.) 


Port Townsenp, Wasn., Dec. 16, 1898. 

Drar Miss Wrxon anD Corner: A few 
weeks ago I received a sample copy of the 
Independent Pulpit, and hope some time to 
subscribe forit. My friend Annie Barthrop 
and I hav read it over and over again until 
the leaves begin to come ont, and so hav 
to keep it together with a pin. I get the 
Freethinkers’ Magazine every month, and 
enjoy reading it very much; and in volume 
zh I found a good proof that there is no 

od. 

Annie and I are the only Freethinkers 
in our class at school; but we know that 
the smartest men and women in our city 
are Freethinkers. f 


T hav read ‘‘The Story Hour,” ‘‘ Apples ` 


of Gold,” and many other books on Free- 
thought. 
Wishing you all a Happy New Year, I 
remain your Freethinker friend, 
Lovisa IFFLAND. 
[Annie and Louisa are numbered with 


the jewels of the Corner. —Er. C. O.] 
PETERSBURG, Inp., Dec. 7, 1898. 
Drar Miss Wrxson: Some boys were 
pushing a car that stood on a switeh. It 
went slow at first, for the track was level. 
Soon it went down grade and began to go 
fast. Another boy below tried to put a 
rail on the track to stop it, but the rail hit 
him and broke his leg, and the car ran to 
the end of the switch, and, after breaking 
& wagon. it fell off the bank and broke in 
pieces. I think this is like the church: 
some people bothered with what did not 
belong to them, aud it is now going down 
grade and will soon be breaking honest 
people’s necks. It is easy to walk along 
with one’s hands on the car while it is go- 
ing, but to start it at first, or to start it 
back where it belongs, takes brave work. 
Iam fourteen years old; go to school, 
and study reading, spelling, geography, 
grammar, arithmetic, and history. We 
hav to learn a declamation and write a 
composition every month. I want to learn 


to write stories aud help others to start 


right. Every girl wants to be good some- 
times, and when I see a soft little chicken 
I just want to hug and kiss it. And oh! 
how nice it makes me feel when I hav 
tried to please anyone and am praised 
for it. My Sunday-school teacher tells me 
it is Jesus who causes all this, but I 
think little girls thousands of years ago 
felt the same way. And I don’t think it is 
right for big, fat preachers to claim all 
that is beautiful in the world and say it is 
Christ. A 

My mother died when I was nine months 
old, and I hav one sister. Papa is an In- 
fidel. My sister and I keep house. At 
school my general average last month was 
93, while Mary’s was 98. 

I like the funny pictures in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. and I read the Children's Corner. 
Papa takes the Independent Pulpit, Free- 
thinker, Little Freethinker, and Lronclad 
Age. We used to take the Open Cort. 

I hav no pets, because I could not take 
care of them. 


" This is so long maybe you won't print 
it, and if you don’t I will write a shorter 
letter next time. Iam going to try to get 
some other girls to write to you. 

Your friend, EsrELLA WEAVER. 

[The writer of. the above has sensible 
ideas.. She is a good reasoner, and no 
doubt will make her mark in the world. 
Estella’s letters will be always welcome. — 


Ep. C. O.] 


Anon BzaoH, Can., Dec. 12, 1898. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I steal a moment from 
this busy day to hav a chat with you and 
the Cornerites, Alas! I only wish it was'a 


Jay's papa ia just right in : real “chat,” and nota make-believe one. 


How delightful it would. be for me to slip 
in and call on you among your books, 
magazinés, letters, mucilage bottles, and 
other editorial accompaniments for a few 
minutes. It would no doubt bother you, 
but then how pleasant for me, you know. 
After returning to the desr, quiet, hum- 
drum little home, what a picture and what 
a kind, gentle voice to remember! 

But as that cannot be, let me tell some 
of the Corner friends about the place 
where I liv. Away out here in the south- 
ern part of California, about sixty miles 
from Los Angeles city, you will find it on 
the map. Half a mile from the ocean, 
nestled up among the hills and surrounded 
by trees—eucalyptus, willow, and syca- 
more—is our house. We are ordinary . 
country people, advanced inasmuch as we 
are stanch Freethinkers, whose library is 
mostly comprised of Liberal books ard 
papers. Our farm is small, but we raise 
all kinds of vegetables, and hav fruit and 
nuts. Apples, figs, olivs, walnuts, and al- 
monds are our chief resources. Horses 
and cattle feed in our pastures and chick- 
ens in our barnyard. 

With pleasant surroundings and a com- 
fortable dwelling, I think’ farmers are the 
most independent of people. Of course, 
in a dull year, as the last has been, farm- 
ers, like everybody else, suffer. But there 
is no bankruptcy and ruin, such as many 
city merchants hav to endure. 

[hav not many Liberal friends here with 
whom to exchange opinions verbally; such 
are few and far between, so I would like 
to hav some Liberal girl or boy, between 
the ages of sixteen and twenty, write to 
me. Sometimes I get lonely, having to 
choke back my thoughts for fear of oftend- 
ing some Christian friend by speaking out. 
But I assnre you I'm not generally very 
considerate, for I love to confound be- 
lievers, though one person gets no sym- 
pathy unless he has Liberal friends, and is 
only laughed at for his oy ers 
So far out of the world one cannot de 
much for the cause, especially if their 
funds are not large, even though their 
good-will be plentiful. But we can read 
the wholesome literature of the day; that 
hav I been doing this evening, and the 
table is literally strewn with TRUTH Senk- 
ERS and the grand, educating, elevating 
books it advertises. And the New Testa- 
ment lying near me looks sadly out of 
place. I hav been reading in it—like the 
good girl I am—but find within its cov- 
ers nothing to compare with those other 
books. In fact—whisper if not in Gath— 
I hav been reading it simply to jot down 
the mistakes, absurdities, and contradic- 
tions in the gospel of Matthew. 

But my letter must be getting tirésome. ` 
In closing I giv three sheers for the brave 
TRUTH SEEKER and finder, and'long liv all 
our orators, lectnrers, workers, and all 
good people. May the next Freethinkers' 
Congress be soon. Many kind regards 
and good wishes to yourself. E 

Harriet E. THURSTON. 


`- [A lovely letter from a lovely girl.—Ep. 
C. 0.) : LAE f 


WATER OF LIFE Free Pamph'et. 
. J. R. PERRY, Wilkes Barre, Pa. 


you can buy 
this beautiful 


If you buy it now. 


It has five octaves, solid walnut cage, with five 
sets of reeds; thirteen stops; double couplers; 


grand orgau swell and every improvement. 


No. 478 University Royal Organ, 


hey always has 


soki tapered 


It contains 111 reeds divided into 5 sets, and. 

is by far the most elegaut organ ever offered 

at this price. Send us $48 and we will ship this 

J ,Qrgantoyou with a d Book.and guarantee 

saré delivery; or pit. $45 with. your "Banker or 

. Merchant and w hsend.it:to youto be paid fog: 
after fifteen days’ lin your home., > 


''Weé have ‘been in busifiess34 yeárs andhave‘sold tens of: 

577, thousands of our organs but never, before have we offered 

80 beautiful fin organ at so low a price and thére 18 ho pro- 

:' bability that.such anoffer will be madeagainby anyone. : Send : 

...1.,; XOur order to um 2 RERO 


ti -.. 238: EAST. 21st, STREET, 
" 
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New Publications. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


f "AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT ] 
The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 


Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


I. -Sonrées of Pleasure Ona. II 
.-Sou [o easure. Ohap. IL— i : 
Chap IV —Social Pleasures. "Pha Matrial De 


New Publications. ` | 


Boor L—PrrzAsUuRE: Chap. 


Ideal Pleasure :. Chap. III.— 


BD . . Y —Pieasures of the Savage, the 
Barbsrian and the Civ lized. Chap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Ch istianity. 
Boox IL.—IwTELLEOTUAL DEvELOPMEsT: Chap. I.—Purpose of ^ hap, 1 Woon Pe, 
P Chap. ITl.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
n Pleasures: Character. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIl.—Pedagogical Des- 

Boox T1J.—Mozat, DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. II.—Material Pleasures: Prudence 

Chap. IiL—Material Pleasures: Refinement. Ohap. IV.— Ideal Pleasures: Foresight, 
Chap. Y.—[deal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VII,— Vice 
Caused by Restraint. 

Book IV.—BoO0rAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L— Progress. Caap. IL-—Protection, Capitalism, and 
Socialism: Respe -tivly an Actual, an Imminent, and a Proposed Violation of Individual 
Sovereignty. Chap. —Condition of Agri ulyure. Chap. IV. Public Schools. the 
Mene, Hone, Tekel of socialism. Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable ti i 
men who arein every way qualified as judges or books: produgtion whish Kave: hasn rendersd:by 


VI.—Our 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with ` 


out mu, B ipongbs Shee the de is thin or not. + Baew. = the greatest question—What is the 
s object, motye, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real s i 
—by on: word, Plea:ure!—7'haddeus B. Wakeman yas Cate and motiyoof progress? 

He sharply atta ks, al 0, modern metho.s of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne vut uy the favts, ana his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—New York Commercial Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, noi an attempt to fill up with -ords tor lak of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can re:d this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth readinz. Itis a work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the and. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
The book deserves a wide read ng, not only for its literary style, which is clear an 4 incisive, but for 
its bold, houest sayings.—L. K. Washburn. : : 

Here we have puilosophy up to date, the, advance word of the progressive thinker; nota dry, 
abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words upon tae conduct of life, and &1 idus- 
trated with such an abundance of anecdote and me.aphor as add real entertainment to solid in- 
strustion. This isan important book striking at superstition and unreas nable tradition, ana up- 
holding individual liberty in defiance of governmental law and sozial custom.. After reading this 
book one,feels that the author will never be able to write another, for he has put all his life and 
knowledge into this one. Hvery. page bristles with points; there is no padding or filling in, no.mere 
literary em ;ellishment; but clean-cut apothegms a 
common-sense — Capt. Robt. 0. Adams. ` 


After you read this book you will baas enthusiastic in praise of it 4s are the eloquent editor of the 
. Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, ` ' 


"Pleasure and Progress” has 398 pages, is splendidly printed from. large, clear type, on excel- 


lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-B00K 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHUROH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION oF 
' OHUROH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS or SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATS 9N HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 
2 4t The Church lobbing the People. 
ts Thanksgiving. : 
Sabbath Laws. 
Children and the Church. 
i Woman and ihe Church — . 
ae The Church and Thomas Paine. 
iia Studies in Natural History. 
S The Bibie and Science. 
ss The Clergy and ''heir Flocks. 
Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 


2 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 

oe issionaries. 

The Lord’s Instruments, 

of Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 

The Church and Slavery. 

5 . Priests and Politics. 

m Ireland and the Church. . 

af Church’s 1dea of Civilization. 

The Uses of the Cross. 

Bs Unkind Reflections en the Church. 
Church. 


ee Persecutions of the 


m 
ep’ 


v 


DWE Pe Cou OS 
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re The Atonement Scheme. ss ome Allegories. 
2 The Lord and His Works. e eaven. 
Di Prayer. a ell, 

10 M The Creeds. lU Miscellaneous. 

1 “  Ohristians‘and Mahammedans. j 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
fore appeared iu this country, and it is very doubtful if another one lise it will ever again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit cf putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price it world have b^en a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful si-cces;. an 1 w3 judge from our own fcelings that neariy every Li‘ eral in 
America will desire a cop v of this most w. nderful volame.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 

Mr. Heston deserves 'o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated h.s genius t^ 
Freethouy ht, and has done fui hfül and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the , ict- 
ures do not make up the whole of hisvolume There are nearly two hundred pages of readiu 
matter tht se ve first as exp.anations of th» illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
fais.ty of the church’s profe'sions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
book i3.one of tue best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put in thc 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board cover's, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, l 


ound, and every line is dictated by nard-heads d 


. Image Breaker. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


JOHN E. 
REMSBURG'S: 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 

For fifteen yea:s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irresistibie and overwheiming, and which must pnt this question 
at rest forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty wiinesses who claim that Lincoln wa). 
a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, ne adduces the testimony of more than a hun-. 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Linco'n wa not & Christian. These witnesses include 
^is wife and other relatives; his three law partaers; his private secretaries; members of his, 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis most} timate friends. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlargea 
d As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Amor.; the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remsburg are: The Ohurch and Morality; Orim.nal Statistics, showing the creeds of the pris. 
oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Church and Science; the Church 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the Church and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman's 
Rights Movement; the Temperance Reform; the Church and the Republic. Price, 10 conta 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 
tion; Murder; Wars of Congue.t ani Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and Persecu- 
iion; Injustice to Woman; Yakindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Cannibaiism; Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
rance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 
on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 

ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print, Tho 

uestion is discussed under the fo lowins heads: Origin of the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 

abbath; the Christian Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of Sunday Arguments; 

Origin of the Christian Sabbath; Testimony of tas Ohristian Fathers; the Sabbath during 

the Middle Ages; the Puritan Sabbath; Testimony of Ohristian Reformers, Scholars, and 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Sia Lectures: 
Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliéver; Jefferson an Un- 
believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per 


doz., 40 cents. 
Thomas Paine. Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 
genius, and vindicates his name from the 


delineates the leading traits of his character and y ne fr 
aspersions cast upon it. Choice extracts from '* Common Sense,” * American Orisis,” "* Rights. 
of Man,” and “Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine's character from more than 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and Amer'ca, many of them written expressly for this 
work. Second edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing m 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; » 15 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. - 1 
An address delivered in Paine Hall, befzre the N. E. Freethinkers' Convention, January 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 
TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
For all the above works address THE 8 Lafayette Placa New York. - 


clot. 


[HE RESURRECTION OF JESUS, 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian's Belief; Why "Was, 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Trai 


Pilute’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment, 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive fox Seoreting 


the Bodt; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan's Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 
The Origin of the Story; St. Paul's Account: Bt. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 
Example; The Roman Governors and the Itesurrection Story; The Testimony of 
Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addreg THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Placo, New York City. 


“A Digest of Science.” 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a-3-column index ‘of 11 pages. 
í Price, express prepaid bv us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
* Humboldt Library of Science,” the “ International Scientific Series,” eto. by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con-. 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. : 


THEN READ A OHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIB}; + 
BOIENOE! 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worshir' 
—t, 6., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. Or 274 nature - 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 26 Lafayette Pi | New York. 
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Jo you wish to be well informed? 
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HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


— 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
b to all truth seekers it is invaluable, Its classification 

E 3 + ofsnbjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Paines Ase sey ? it rete someaod y in prety village to “oomen the parson. , Ite wide 
variety of subjects include 6 disputed points between Christianity and Freethou rice, 
cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Retutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


WO EER 


SYNOPSIS: os 
I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers 


. If There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
III. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for | 
His Processes Are E regiously Slow, 
They Are Egregionsly Wasteful, 
They Often Serve No 


8e, 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. E 
IY. What Is Called Design Is oni Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitima.. 
V. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 
Astronomy and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


AVIAN 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


VAN 


Price 15 cents. Address 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 
ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. ‘The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed lke a battledore trom side to side. . i ; 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his Work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln wag not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; mombers of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienas. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon, Hon. John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col 
John G. Nicolay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. E. 8. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman. Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. &. B. Washburne, Hon. E. Haines, Hon. James Tattle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon, John B. Alley, Hon, Hu h McCulloch, Gen. M. M. Trumbull Rev, David 
Bwing, Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. S. Bout well, Hon. 
Wm. f. Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. ohn W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 

rs. Mary Lincoln. 

The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was a l'reethinker. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 Cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the treguent lapses 
of yirtne of the ministern: showed how little value Ohristianity 

sesses to make men mor: 
po^ No have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 
The additions for this new edition of the 


* Crimes of Preachers” 


. shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MENISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


: of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once ths weakuess and 
the strength of the church—“the church" meaning of course the ! 
olergy. i 

Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages. we havo kept the (^w 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for » copy, aud confound the church- ei 
men. Show them just what sor: of scamps are the clergy who have 
clused the World's Fair on Sunday. because it is ¿o holy a day that to look upon machinery OT 


paintings in this period is “immoral.” 
TOTIS "Address THE TRUTII SEEKER COMPANY, 


‘| money made by any Lib: ral 


THIS RING FREE. 


It looks worth $5.00, but retails as low # 

as $1.50 or $2.00. Beautiful in design, B 

the fashionable ring in New York for lady E 

orgent. We want the names of well-to-do 

people, to whom we desire to send a sample 

of ourgreat monthly paper THE GUIDE. 

These names are worth 10 cents each as 

subscribers, and we pay. for them by. send- 

ing you this ring FREE. SEND US 

ONLY 15c. for the GUIDE 4 months, 

also list of 15 people, and we send you at once absoe 
lutely Freethis Beautiful Ring and our paper 4 months, 


The Agents’ Guide, 122 Nassau St., New York, N. Y. 


NS 


We secure an unlimited supply 
et 


of Silk Remnants and 
Cuttings from first-class manufacturers, as Broadway 
silk neck-wear makers, leading Fifth Avenue dressmak- 
ers, suk parasol makers, ete y putting them together 
we get a brilliant assortment for patchwork. Each 
package contains a fino lot of assorted pieces, all differ- 
ent colors. Ladies find profit and pleasure in making 
these silk remnants into quilts, scarfs, tidies, etc. One 
large package 10 cents, Two for 15 cents, 

1894 STAMPING OUTFIT—You would like Kensington 
work. Every lady does, Beautify your home and make 
money besides, Three hours a day gives plenty of work 
and brings in the neat sum of $5,00 or over, Can you 
take time for pleasure and profit! Our 1894 outfit con. 
tains nearly 100 new pattems. We can’t describe them 
here. but they arc the best designs trom pillowsham 
to pineushion. We send a new book on the art 
of stamping ali about powder and full instruc- 
tions with each. Price 10 centa, worth 25 centa. 
Send us only 15 cents for 


A GREAT OFFE our 16-page monthly family 


nnd story paper (OUR COUNTRY HOME) 3 months, and we 
will send you absolutely free and postpaid our 1894 
STAMPING OUTFIT and 2 Packages Silk Remnants. Address 


OUR COUNTRY HOME, 122 Nassau Street, New York, 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can.good be done but 
who will canvass for 
onr book “Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrat.d.” In fact we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours weekly and sod nearly 
fifty copi-s inamonth. The price is low; every- 
body knows the Old Testament stories, and 
nearly everybody wou'd like a bcok applying 
nineteePth-century vit and knowledge to them. 
People lixe to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
Testament tales has Jargely disap; eared’ and 
jokes at the expense of Jonah and Joreph and 
sau and Samson and D vid, and the other wor- 
thies of unsavory reputation, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It seems to us that the bcok will sell at 
sight. It does herein the store. Lirerals out of 
employment will find this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. f 
Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BRAIN =» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This isthe only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's ser.se of logic and love of justice. 
Tt is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price,cloth,$1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Bthical Societies 
for Schools and 
the Horne. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


Comuprtey BY L. E. WASHBURN, 
Price. $1.*^ War aala at THIA ARPETOD, 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R, 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits4 It is 
just such a story of human iife as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Inger:oll to be interested in; and 
Whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price. 2 cents.. Add-ess 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. - 
By A. R. AYRES. 
~ A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price, 25 cents. ] 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 


you would like. 


Mrs. Dasa: Oh, doctor, your sermons 
are so lovely! Dr, Dash: But, my dear 
madam, I always note that you go to sleep. 
Mrs. Dash: Yes; but I hav such lovely 
dreams! . 


Sam a colored evangelist: '*How can 
dem Infidels say dere am no debbil? I 
knows dere's a debbil, case how, if dere 
was no debbil, could dey make his pickter 
80 like ’im?” . 


Suz: Do you think Ward McAllister will . 
be saved? “He: Ithink not. She: Then 
just think how awful it will be for him to 
see the beggar Lazarus resting on the 
bosom of one of the Patriarchs.— Life. 


A LEARNED but long-winded Scotch min- 
ister, being asked if he did not feel tired 
preaching such long sermons, replied: 
** Na, na, I'm no that tired," and added, 
‘but losh me, hoo tired the folks are 
whiles.” 


Wire: George, I wish you belonged to 
my church. The new minister is a man 
Husband: Not such a 

igoted Methodist as the other, then, is 
he? Wife: No; he’s very broad! He be- 
lieves that Episcopalians, if they repent, 
ean be saved.— Puck. 


Visrrog: How beautifully still the chil- 
dren sit while you talk to them. Sunday- 
school Superintendent: Yes. I've got them 
pretty well trained. Itold them right at 
the start that every time I caught a boy 
squirming around in his seat while I was 
making a speech I would talk ten minutes 
Jonger.—Zndiíanapolis Journal. 


A Sunpay-sonoorn teacher recently asked 
a member of her class what was charity. 
** Please, ma’am, giving away things what 
you don’t want,” was the immediate and 
unhesitating response. On another occa- 
sion the parable of the sower was briefly 
recorded thus: ‘ʻA certain sower went 
forth to sow. And. as he went he fell by 
the wayside, and the birds of the air came 
and devoured him.” Probably the best 
definition ever given of faith was that by a 
a * Believing things that ain't 

ue. 


Dm Santa Claus bring little Reginald 
what he wanted?" asked the minister's 
wife, insinuatingly. ‘‘Naw,” answered 
Reginald. ‘‘ Why, that’s too bad. What 
did he bring you?” '*Oh, an old drum 
an’ four new games an’ a pair of skates an’ 
a sled an’ three story books an’ a lot er 
things.” ‘‘Why, Reggie, dear, what could 
you hav wanted besides all those things?” 
“I wanted a Shetland pony an' a pet mon- 
key &n'a bowie-knife an’a minister that 
wouldn't talk s’ much on Sundays."—New 
York World. ; 


“ Tux board will please remain after the 
congregation is dismissed,” said the Rev. 
Mr. Harps. After the congregation had 
filed out the minister observed that a 
stranger still kept his seat. ‘‘Ah, my 
friend, did you wish to see me?” asked the 
good man, ‘‘Not particularly,” réplied 
the stranger. '' Then, pardon me, why are 
you waiting?" ‘‘ Because you asked me to 
stay.” “Iam sorry, but you are mis- 
taken. I asked the board to remain.” 
** Well, I am one of the bored.”— London 
Freethinker. 


As the caravan paused in the grateful 
shade of the oasis, they continued their 
discussion of comparativ theology. '* No," 
declared the sheik with the long, -white 
whiskers; ‘*I cannot believe the Christian 
miracle of the loaves and fishes.” The 
camel-driver with buff sandals sighed. 
‘Thou hast never, seemingly," he ob- 
served, **partaken of oyster stew at one of 
their socials. It is a wondrous faith, 
verily!” Quaffing again of the sweet waters 
that sprang from the rock, they moved 
forward.— Puck. 


AUNT KzziaH, one of the pillars of the 
Serogginstown church, eame to spend the 
holidays with her lately-married niece in 
the city. She saw no signs of ''other 
worldliness," so the other morning she be- 
gan to investigate. ‘‘ Emmeline,” she 
said, severely, ‘‘ain’t your husband a pro- 
fessor?"  '* Why, no, Aunt Keziah,” an- 
swered Emmeline, who had forgotten about 
‘* professors of religion." ** He's nothing 
but a lawyer.” And now Aunt Keziah is 
going to leave her property to the missions 
of Central Jungleland.— New York World. 


\ 


A RATHER laughable incident occurred 
in one of the churches in this place on 
Christmas eve. The teacher asked the 
children: ‘‘ Who first learned of the birth 
of Christ?" A boy raised his hand, and 
the teacher said: ‘‘Who was it, my lad?” 
‘The shepherds who were feeding their 
flocks by night." Just then a little girl 
raised both hands, and the teacher said: 
‘Who was it, my little girl, who first 
learned of the birth of Christ?” ‘* Mary.” 
This was & correct answer, but the girl 
did not know or see the point she fad 
made.— Wm. Hart, i E 
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Gems of Bhought. 


THERE are quite enough actualities in 
this life to keep any good man busy with- 
out his wasting a single day upon fruitless 
mysteries,— Galveston News. i 


EaonH grasps what he can; and in this 
hell scramble, because no steel knives are 
used, he calls it Peace, because far cun- 
ninger implements are used.— Carlyle. 


Max's sense of justice is itself largely 
a matter of teaching. Things were con- 
sidered right a thousand years ago that 
are to us palpably wrong to-day. thou- 
sand years hence the ideas of justice and 
right which we entertain te-day may be 
nothing better than second-hand laughing 
stock.—Galveston News. 


Reuicgrons themselvs.are never new. 


Buckle declared that he who affirmed that | 


Christianity contained any new teaching 
was guilty of either.ignorance or fraud. 


If Buckle’s life had been spared, he might l 


hav been able to say that Christianity 
lived in its earliest days because it absorbed 
Eastern ideas, and that it livs now because 
it adopts secular methods.—Zurneaux 
Jordan. 


AntI-RaTIoNALIsSM would be the most 
appropriate name for a mania which has 
spread the hue and cry of the Judenheize 
all over Eastern Europe, and for its abate- 
ment not only school-teachers, but reform- 
ers of a daring and aggressiv type, hav to 
precede the legislator. The free thought 
of Hume prepared the way for the free 
worship of the British Israelites. The 
fact that the skeptic Voltaire could achieve 
fame and wealth and. die in an apotheosis 
of popular applause has helped the cause 
of the French Jew more than the Code 
Napoleon.— Felix L. Oswald. 


We will speak out, we will he heard 
Though all earth’s systems crack; 

We will not bate a single word, © 
Nor take a letter back. : 


We speak the truth, and what care we 
For hissing and for scorn, 

While some faint gleamings we can see 
Of freedom's eoming morn. . 


Let liars fear; let cowards shrink; 
Let traitors turn away; 

Whate’er we’ve dared to think, 
That dare we also say. —JLowell. 


A Moxx kneeling in his cell prayed long | 


and earnestly that God would watch over 
all his children on that night of tempestu- 
ous storm; that those who were hungry 
might be fed, and those who were shelter- 
less might be housed. All night long he 
prayed, his bare knees on the sharp stones, 
the wind outside blowing 8 fierce hurri- 
cane. A wanderer came and knocked at 
the monk’s cell, knocked till he was 

. weary, till his strength gave way, and he 
fell prone at the threshold. In the morn- 
ing he was dead. Thus the monk found 
nim. How could he hav heard faint 
knocking who prayed so long and loudly 
through those hours of the night?—J. D. 
Miller. 


Heinz has a pregnant passage on this 


point. Referring to Joseph Schilling, 


who was ‘‘an apostate to his own thought," 
who ‘‘deserted the altar he had himself | fais 


consecrated,” and ‘‘ returned to the crypts 


of the past," Heine rebukes the ‘‘old be-: 


lievers,” who cried Kyrie eleison in honor 
of such a conversion. 
** proves nothing for their doctrin. Itonly 


proves that man turns to religion when he 


is old and fatigued, when his physical and 
‘mental force has left him, when he can no 
longer enjoy nor reason. 
thinkers are converted on their deathbeds. 
É But at least do not boast of them. 
These legendary conversions belong at 
best to pathology, and are a poor evidence 
for your cause. After all, they only prove 
this, that it was impossible for you to con- 
vert those Freethinkers while they were 
healthy in body and mind."— G. W. Foote. 


WE must abandon the legend that reyo- 
lutions are inspired by a popular passion 
for liberty. Revolutions are not made by 
the masses, but by the gentry. In the 
Congress that declared America independ- 
ent of England nearly every member was 
a wealthy aristocrat, and the revolutionary 

- leaders in France were of like social rank. 
The freedom fought for in such move- 
ments is not human or personal freedom, 
but freedom to exchange one master for 
another. When America threw off the 
yoke of England, its citizens were not 
quite so free as before; they were subjected 
to more rigid Sabbaths, their theaters 
were closed by act of Congress, and they 
were compelled to accept paper money for 
their goods. Asindividuals they were given 
up to the uncontroled despotism of their 
respectiv colonies, whose supremacy repre- 
sented an irresponsible power, not claimed 

any monarch or even legislature in 
rope. The fallacy exposed’ by Thomas 
Paine in 1804, when the Louisianians de- 
manded freedom to make men slaves, is 

' ptill widespread.—Moncure D. Conway. 
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Sig SaAwuEL Baxmzm, the great travele? 
and African explorer, died on December 
80th at Newton-Abbot, Eng. 


Some ugly utterances were heard in 
Boston at a meeting of the unemployed 
presided over by Morrison L. Swift. 


In a battle between Italian troops and 
dervishes near Agordet more than one 
thousand dervishes were killed, inolüding 
the Emir of Kassala. 


Tig towns of Dayton and Frazier, Ia., 
are rivals, and as a result City Marshal 
Larson, of Dayton, is dead, and many 
other eitizens seriously wounded. 


Tue constitutionality of compulsory 
vaceination laws is before the courts of 
Pennsylvania, Citizens fined for not com- 
plying with the law are pushing cases on 
appeal. -> - ; 

ExresrT WinsoN, of the London Invest- . 
or's Review, predicts greater disasters for 
the Bank of England than those which be- 
fell the Barings if its present reckless 
policy is not radically changed. 


Tae D. Lothrop Company, book pub- 
lishers, of Boston, hav assigned. Juvenil 
and Sunday-school books were its special- 
ties. Has probably sold more Sunday- 
school books than any other firm in: the 
country. : f 


W. J. Onaman, of Chicago, one of the 
chief supporters of the ‘‘ Purity in Art and 
Literature Society,” has been made by the 
Pope a chamberlain in the court of the 
Vatican. We need such men as censors of 
our art and literature! 


Sromy has been declared in a state of 
siege. — Rioting is continuous. Much. 
property has been destroyed and many 
lives lost. There are now more than forty 


T Pu whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the 
house. —XEz k. ix,[5, 6. 
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tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through. 


evidence of natural causation, while nowhére do 


thonsand troops in the island. Soldiers 
har several times come in conflict with the 
rioters nae 


Ovr Dr. J. Hartmann, author of No. 27 
of the Truth Seeker Library, ‘*‘ The Ores- 
tion of God,” gave a New Year’s reception 
to the poor of the city. One thousand | 
meals, consisting of bread, meat, milk, 
and fruit, were served at corner of Thirty- 
fifth street and Broadway. . : 


In New Zealand the grouping contract 
system has been substituted for the private 
contract system. A contract for a publie 
work or private enterprise is given toa 
group of laborers or to a union in a body. 
We hav not learned how the right to life 
of non-union workmen is safeguarded. 


In the interior of Sierra Leone, Africa, 
British troops were attacked by a French 
force and twenty-six of the British nativ 
contingent and four white officers killed, 
The French commanding officer—morta 
wounded in the fight—mistook the Englis 
troops for hostil nativa under command of 
Arab officers. : 


Tum reported massacre of Oatholics in 
the province of Kovno, Russian Poland, is 
confirmed by later advices. Many were 
killed in the church and others driven 
into the river and drowned. The captured 
survivors, men and women, were: stripped 
and flogged with the knout by the Cos- 
sacks and orthodox Russians. 


So LouD was the newspaper clamor 
against the appointment of Hugh O 
Pentecost as assistant district-attorney 
that District-Attorney Fellows withdrew 
the nomination and Mr. Pentecost wrote a 
long letter to Mr. Fellows, in which he 
declined the office and announced his re- 
pudiation of all his old political heresies. 
He says he defended the Chicago revo- 
lutionists because he had read only their 
side of the case! 


Henry VizrrELLY, the English publisher 
and littérateur, has just deceased at Farn- 
ham, Eng, aged seventy-three. At 
seventy he was imprisoned in Hollywood 
jail for having translated ‘‘L’Assomoir,” 
** Nana," ** Pot-Bouille," and other works 
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interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 


his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design. to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 


nut organic nature we meet with abumdant 


we meet with any independent evidence oi 
upernatural design. . . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a pnrely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present veneration in a manner anc 
to an extent that has never before been possible. 
and inasmuch as the change which has take: 
place has taken plave in the direction of naturs! 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering thi 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, i: 
is no wonder if the religious mind has sudden}: 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in th: 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is nov 
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ustrated. Price, cloth, 4 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT of Zola. He introduced the works of Poe 

and ‘‘ Uncle Tom's Cabin" into England. 

HISTORY OF THE BIBLE He fought against the newspaper stamp 
A | impost. He also brought out in England 

BEING many French books illustrated by the 


vignettists oi the eighteenth century. He 
was an almost incomparable translator. 
His business was ruined by the Zola 
prosecutions and his health impaired by 
his imprisonment. 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 

OoNTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. fhe New Tos- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Oalled Apooryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Osnon. ; 

Paner. 50 aonta: ointb. 75 cents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 
Being the story_of his mental journey from 


A REVOLUTION in Italy is not improbable, 
The breaking of the Credito Mobiliere 
bank carries down many smaller ones and 
adds multitudes to the ranks of the dis- 
affected and despairing. The secret so- 
cieties are rapidly growing and an alliance 
between Cardinal Rampolla’s clerical part 
and the carbonari is among the posibil. 
ities. Rampolla wants a federal republic 
with the pope as perpetual ex-officio presi- 
dent and ruler of Rome. Necessarily the 
non-clerical revolutionists hav different 
ends in view, but the overthrow of the 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. reigning dynasty might be accomplished 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. by the temporary union of these appar- 
Address THETRUTHSEEKER. ently antipodean factions, 
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THEOLOGY AND HUMANITY DURING THE DARK AGES. (Companion Picture Next Week) 


TO NEW READERS OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest inyitation to them 
to become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. ; : 

We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paper. 

Tse Terors SEEKER is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. . | 
: The Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year to one who appreci- 
átes plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. 

Tne TnurH SEEKER constantly prints the most varied and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Publie can be found 
in Tur Truru SEEKER, and that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The 
Liberal speakers send us accounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 


cause of. Liberalism through the colums of Tue TRUTH SEEKER. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of our movement there 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as. will surely make every English Seculari$t living in this country and Canada want to 
read Tue Trura Srexer. George E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns. As the *Man With the Badge Pin," he is known to nearly all the Liberals of the country 
and we are wiling to make him known to more. 

Tue TnuTH SEEKER gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiasties 
upon the People's Liberties. 

Tug Truru SEEKER is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human rights. B advocates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. i 

The Sunday Question is now to the front all over the country. On that Tae Trora Srexer will jvoicej,the demands of 
the Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
found so sturdily defended. _ s 

* To sum it up, THE TnurH SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought journal in the world, and if you are & Liberal 
or Freethinker, you want it and ought to take it. We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and then decide. 
Bigots and fanatics, we suppose, wouldn't take it on any terms. 

SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 
these offers, or send $3 for a Year's subscription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. | 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. . l , 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOoOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbarie creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and’ Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. | Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. | Rabelais. Schiller. ‘| Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius, Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns, Emerson. efferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton, | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. | MatildaJoslyn Gage, © 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Z'ruth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

lt will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago; the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. O. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J, H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for itis in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain l i 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. © 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT © 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. ` 

We need more subscribers to Tur 
Truri Sxrkzs, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all) and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREE THOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 


getting this book for themselves, we. 


will offer 


To the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL’S 


Handbook of Freethought. 


With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
m HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 

To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either ‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Ilustrated,” or W, S. Bell's 


“Handbook of Freethought,” in Gloth—all free - 


hy post or express, 


This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
Scriber, a8 they get Tus TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names èen- 
rolled in its shining pages. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 21. 


No. 3. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) New York, Saturday, January 20, 1894. (as LAFAYETTE PL.? $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


————— 
' FOUNDED EY D, M. BENNETT, 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - . JANUARY 20, 1894. 
T———— MH U————————————————— 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance.............eec0.6 
One subscription two years, in advance 
Two new subscribers... bass - 
One subscription with one » new subscriber, i in one Temittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


tan 
One subasription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
NCOs. ce ese ssp evorosvevierreekes vebeeneveeebssecevecsseses 
One subscription with four new TU NKIDOES in one remit- 
tance.. esos 10 00 
Any number over five. at ‘the same rate, invariably: with one 
remittance. 


A 


Money should be sent by express company's money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette piace, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 


readers if they will send us the name and address of: 


any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Terura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Truru Srexzr one 
year ($3) and *Paine's Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz Tsuru Sxrexrer one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
‘Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tar Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. D. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Teura SEEKER one 
‘year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
‘Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 


For $4 we will send Tue Truru Szzxer one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Bock” 
in boards ($2). ' - 

For $4 we will send Tar T&uvH Srzxzn one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
-ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Tzura SEEKER one 
‘year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


The Colonial “Blue” Laws. 


We hav had several inquiries pertaining to the 
early church-state laws of New Haven, Massachu- 
setts, Plymouth, and other colonies of early New 
England. These statutes hav received the collec- 
liv title of *Blue Laws." 'The defenders of the 
church hav lately attempted to disprove the exist- 
ence of such statutes. The object of this article 
is to sift the authenticated from the fictitious and 
doubtful. Alice Morse Earle, in her very interest- 
ing and valuable work, “The Sabbath in Puritan 
New England,” says on this subject : 

**The so-called ‘False Blue Laws’ of Connecticut, 
which were foisted upon the public by the Rev. Samuel 
Peters, hav caused much indignation among all thought- 
ful descendants and all lovers of New England Puritans. 


Three of his most bitterly resented false laws which refer 
to the observance of the Sabbath read thus: 


‘No one shall travel, cook victuals, make beds, sweep 
house, cut hair, or shaye on the Sabbath Day. 

* No woman shall kiss ber child on the Sabbath or fast- 
ing day. 

* No one shall ride on the Sabbath Day, or walk in his 
garden or elsewhere except reverently to and from meet- 
ing.’ 

**Though these laws were worded by Dr. Peters, and 
though we are disgusted to hear them so often quoted as 
historical facts, still we must acknowledge that though in 
d. tail not correct, they are in spirit true records of the 

ıl Puritan laws which were enacted to enforce the 
strict and decorous observance of the Sabbath, and 
which were valid not only in Connecticut and Massachu- 
setis, but in other New England States. Even a careless 
glance at the historical record of any old town or church 
will giv plenty of details to prove this.” 


Italics are ours. 

This author givs hundreds of instances of prose- 
cutions under the genuin blue laws, and, we incor- 
porate a few of them in this and succeeding para- 
graphs. ‘In 1670 two lovers, John Lewis and 
Sarah Chapman, were accused of and tried for * sit- 
ting together on the Lord's Day under an apple- 
tree in Goodman Chapman’s orchard?” «In 
Plymouth a man was ‘sharply whipped’ for shoot- 
ing fowl on Sunday; another was fined for carrying 
a grist of corn home on the Lord’s day, and the 
miller who allowed him to take it was also fined. 
Elizabeth Eddy of the same town was, in 1652, 
fined ‘ten shillings for wringing and hanging out 
clothes.’ A Plymouth man, for attending to his tar 
pits on the Sabbath, was set in the stocks. James 
Watt, in 1658, was publicly reproved for writing a 
note about common business on the Lord's day, a£ 
least in the evening somewhat too soon..” It would 
hardly hav been safe for Puritan business men to 
post their books on Sunday. Present day Chris- 
tians owe very much to the liberalizing influence of 
Freethought. “A Plymouth man who drove a 


yoke of oxen was presented before the court, as was | 


also another offender, who drove some cows a short 
distance * without need’ on the Sabbath. A Dun- 
stable soldier, for ‘ wetting a piece of old hat to put 


in his shoe’ to protect his foot—for doing this! 


piece of heavy work on the Lord’s day, was fined, 
and paid forty shillings. Captain Kemble, of Bos- 
ton, was in 1656 set for two hours in the public 
stocks for his ‘lewd and unseemly behavior,’ which 
consisted in his kissing his wife *publiequely' on 
the Sabbath day, upon the doorstep of his house, 
when he had just returned from a voyage and ab- 
sence of three years. The lewd offender was a man 
of wealth and influence.” 

«The Vermont ‘Blue Book’ contained equally 
sharp ‘Sunday laws.’ Whoever was guilty of 
of any rude, profane, or unlawful conduct on the 
Lord’s Day, in words or action, by clamorous dis- 
courses, shouting, hallooing, screaming, running, 
riding, dancing, jumping, was to be fined forty 
shillings and whipped upon the naked back not to 
exceed ten stripes. The New Haven code of laws, 


more ‘severe still, ordered that ‘ Profanation of the 
Lord’s Day shall be punished by fine, imprisonment, 
or corporeal punishment; and if proudly, and with 
a high hand against the authority of God—with 
death.’” 

“Lists of arrests and fines for walking and 
traveling unnecessarily on the Sabbath might be 
given in great numbers,” says Miss Earle. “As late 
as 1831, in Lebanon, Conn., a lady journeying to her 
father’s home was arrested within sight of her 
father’s house for unnecessary traveling on the 
Sabbath; and a long and fierceiy-contested lawsuit 
was the result, and damages were finally given for 
false imprisonment.” If the National Reform As- 
sociation, Dr. Westbrook, and Rev. W. F. Crafts 
could hav their way, traveling would be stopped on 
Sunday because involving “unnecessary labor.” 
“In 1657, Sam Clarke, for ‘Hankering about on 
men’s gates on Sabbath evening to draw company 
out to him,’ was reproved, and warned not to ‘harden 
his neck’ and be ‘wholly destroyed.’ In Belfast, 
Maine, in 1776, a meeting was held to get the 
‘Town’s Mind’ with regard to a plan to restrain 
visiting on the Sabbath. The time had passed 
when such offenses could be punished either by fine 
or imprisonment, so it was voted ‘that if any person 
makes unnecessary vizits on the Sabeth, They shall 
be Look’t on with Contempt.’” We hav here, and 
in some other places, followed the capitalization and 
spelling of the original documents, thus giving a 
more vivid impression of the horrors from which 
we hav escaped, for a short time, at all events. 

Regarding enforced church attendance we find 
this: * Even if they committed no activ offense, the 
colonists could not passivly neglect the church and 
its duties. As late as 1774 the First Church of Rox- 
bury fined non-attendance at public worship. In 
1651 Thomas Scott was * fyned ten shillings unless 
he hay learned Mr. Norton’s “Chatacise” by the 
next court.’ In 1760 the legislature of Massachu- 
setts passed the law that ‘any person able of Body 
who shall absent themselvs from publick worship 
of God on the Lord’s Day shall pay ten shillings 
fine.’ By the Connecticut code ten shillings was 
the fine, and the law was not suspended until the 
year 1770. By the New Haven code five shillings 
was the fine for non-attendance at church, and the 
offender was often punished as well. Captain Den- 
nison, one of New Haven's most popular and re- 
spected citizens, was fined fifteen shillings for ab- 
sence from church. William Blagden, who lived in 
New Haven in 1647, was ‘brought up’ for absence 
from meeting. He pleaded that he had fallen into 
the water late on Saturday, could light no fire on 
Sunday to dry his clothes, and so had lain in bed 
to keep warm while his only suit of garments was 
drying. In spite of this seemingly fair excuse, 
Blagden was found guilty of ‘sloathefulness’ and 
sentenced to be ‘ publiquely whipped.’ Of course 
the Quakers contributed liberally to the support of 
the Court, and were fined in great numbers for re- 
fusing to attend the church which they hated, and 
which also warmly abhorred them; and they were _ 
zealously set in the stocks, and whipped and caged 
and pilloried as well—whipped if they came and 
expressed any dissatisfaction, and whipped if they 
stayed away.” 

Tobacco could be planted only “in very small 
quantities ‘for meere necessitie, for phisick, preser- 
uaceon of health, and that the same be taken pri- 
vatly by auncient men.’ In Connecticut a man 
could, by permission of the law, smoke once if he 
went on a journey of ten miles.” 

Saturday evening was included in the Puritan 
Sabbath, and Governor Endicott received these in- 
structions from the New England Plantation Com- 
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pany: *And to the end that the Sabeth may be 
celebrated in a religious manner wee appoint tbat 
all may surcease their labor every Satterday through- 
out the yeare at three of the clock in the after- 
noone, and that they spend the rest of the day in 


eatechizing and preparaceon for the Sabeth as the. 


ministers shall direct.” 

Criticism of the church was not tolerated. 
* Severely were the early colonists punished if they 
ventured to criticise or disparage either the minis- 
ters or their teachings, or indeed any of the relig- 
ious exercises of the church. In Sandwich a man 
was publicly whipped for speaking deridingly of 
God’s words and ordinances as taught by the Sand- 
wich minister. Mistress Oliver was forced to stand 
in public with a cleft stick on ker tongue for ‘re 
proaching the elders. A New Haven man was 
severely whipped and fined for declaring that he 
received no profit from the minister’s sermons. 
William Howes and his son were, in 1774, fined 
fifty shillings ‘apiece for deriding such as sing in 
the congregation, tearming them fooles. In 1631 
Phillip Ratcliffe, for ‘speaking against the churches,’ 
had his ears cut off, was whipped and banished.” 
“ Lancaster, in 1653, voted not to receive into its 
plantation ‘any excommunicat or notoriously erring 
agt the Docktrin and Discipline of Churches of this 
Commonwealth.’ Other towns passed similar votes.” 

In a future issue we shall giv in full some of 
these colonial statutes, that our friends may be 
equipped to meet those who aver that the “Blue 
Laws” had no existence. 


Wanted—New Subscribers. 


We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subserip- 
tion list of Taz Trura Serger. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. Lhe church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Taz Terura SEEKER 
are & hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he ean to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: * They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrass ments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
origina! subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell's ** Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 


| no right to accuse us of inconsistency in refusing it. 


| know the value of these books, and that about every 


Liberal in the country ‘would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
wil be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought" to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We eannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taz Trurn Szexer. We are willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 


Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our resd-. 


ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


* We hay in this country all sorts of people, besides 
some who hay never been classified.”— Galveston Newa. 

They are “ unassigned gentlemen,"-so to speak. 

i—i 

“If anyone is ill or in trouble in your family or among 
your friends, iet the minister know of it. Absence from 
church is not always a sign of trouble at home. ”— The 
Visitor. 

It never is in our case. 


A Colorado correspondent whose letter appears 
in this issue assures us that the people of his state 
hav not been paralyzed by the recent legislation 
prejudicial to its interests. Apparently so, for now 
comes Mr. N. ©. Creede, vice-president of the 
Amethyst Mining Company, with a check for one 
hundred iron dollars, fifty for books and fifty for 
general results. This is but one of the many favors 
which hav placed us largely in his debt. As a com- 
bination of Creede and deed, our generous friend 
surpasses the Gospels and the Acts. " 


METUS QUERN 

The Methodist Times, of London, is pleased to 
say that abstinence from intoxicating liquors is a 
scriptural principle. Oh! We hav a little pam- 
phlet which we will send to the editor of the Times 
for ten cents, and a careful perusal of it will con- 
vinee him that it is no longer safe to make such 
claims as he does. Freethinkers know as much 
about the contents of the Bible as do the editors of 
Methodist papers, and, unlike those editors, they 
giv the world the facts. 


Rev. H. H. George, of the National Reform As- 
sociation, has been sent to Washington to establish 
a bureau of reforms, which will be chiefly engaged 
in furthering Sunday legislation in Congress: 
Reader, are you certain that your Congressman 
cannot be cajoled or frightened into voting against 
Sunday mails? Or that he will not barter away 
your liberty by supporting some other scheme of 
the Sunday law meddlers? Suppose you write to 
him, at once, and to your Senators. 


The Boston Jnvestigator has in this notice to a 
correspondent squarely hit some of our Christian 
friends and would-be contributors: . 


‘Your manuscript is returned with thanks. You hay 
We 
know our motto is, ‘Hear all sides, then decide,’ and we 
think we liy up to it when we display a willingness to 
publish any article written in good English on any sub- 
ject that cannot get a hearing in any of the popular jour- 
nals of the day. To think that you can compel the Zn- 
vestigator to publish a weak: defense of the character of 
Jesus, thatis poorly written and long enough to cover 
three pages of closely printed matter, is to think wrongly. 
Go to the Christian Statesman and see if you will fare 
any better." 


How they do lie to and mix up the brains of the 
poor little children! Here is a paragraph which is 
going the rounds of the press, and is supposed to 
be “awfully cute”: 

** A litle four-year-old sat clenching his fingers around 
a silver quarter of a dollar at Sunday school recently, and 
reluctantly surrendered it to the lady who collected the 


contributions, saying afterwards: ‘I didn’t want to giv it 
to Mrs, B. I wanted to giy it to the Lord.’ ”. 


Unfortunate little fellow! Some day he may 
learn that “the Lord” never receives the quarters 
which the priest clutches. Do we want our chil- 
dren fooled in this cruel way? Keep religion out 
of the schools. 


Deo i 

The sore need of cash compels us to ask our 
friends to renew their subscriptions to Tug TRUTH 
Srrcer at the earliest convenient moment. .. The 
“hard times" hav hit us, but we must crawl 
through them somehow, and we turn with con- 
fidence to our readers. The amounts in individual 
cases are small and easy to pay, but the aggregate 
We 


hav made such a combination of books and paper 


is large and we must hav it to meet expenses. 


that everyone can get a get a good deal more than 
his money’s worth, and attention is called to these 
But 
please renew your subscription now. We need it. 


offers. Purchasing books will help us also. 


oo oie iene cee CN 

The religious writers are just now having much 
to say about Hugh O. Pentecost. This is from the 
Literary Digest: 

“He has been guilty of blasphemy, for in one of his 
addresses, he said: ‘The longer God livs, the more 
useless he becomes. Once upon a time God could take 
nothing and make a world out of it. He can’t do it 
now.’ 3 " 

It is to be supposed that the “blasphemy” con- 
sists in the assertions that at present God is useless 
and that he cannot, as formerly, make worlds out 
of nothing. Does the writer of the above-quoted 
sentence ask God to do anything for him that he 
can do for himself or get other persons to do, and 
doés God do for him anything that he asks him to 
do? Does he believe that God can now make a 
world or even so incomplete a thing as a Christian 
logician out of nothing? 


In OE A eni. 2e 

Next week wil appear our second article on 
* Parochial Schools,” in continuation and conclusion 
of that in this issue. It will tell of “The retreat of 
theology in the Galileo case”; the attitude of the, 
church toward the science of geography; the way 
in which theological alienists treated the insane, and 
will show that the school-book writers from whom 
we hav quoted, while depicting in flaming colors 
the persecutions to which Catholics hav been sub- 
jected, are careful to suppress the record of the 
atrocious cruelties of their own church. It will 
also demonstrate that the inculcation of scientific 
truths is not sectarian teaching. The illiteracy and 
criminality which are found in countries where the 
parochial school has been the chief instrumentality 
in instructing youth are compared with the same in 
countries where the public school is dominant. 
Much other valuable information is given. 


Sunday is the key to the situation. The abroga- 
tion of Sunday laws will not necessarily destroy all 
superstition, but it will more than any other one act 
of repeal free us from church tyranny. On the other 
hand, the existence and enforcement of Sunday 
laws mean the enslavement of the people to the 
church-state. If the church can hay her way about 
Sunday, she can hay her way about everything. 
There is no other question so important, under the 
circumstances. In regard to education, the Cath- 
olies and Protestants are bitterly opposed to each 
other, and herein is our temporary safety. But as 
to Sunday laws, they are very nearly of one mind. 
When they hav obtained what they unitedly want 
in the way of Sunday laws, they will be that much . 
better prepared to “get together” on the school 
question’ Remember that. They are fighting a 
common foe, and we are fighting two foes with a 
common ‘purpose. Down with Sunday laws. _ 


po ge 
Those who may be surprised at the revelation 0j 
mendacity made by our parochial school article 
must not rashly conclude that representativ Chris- 
tians of the present time hav all outgrown the 
temptation to lie to which their ancestors seem to 
hav almost universally yielded without a struggle. 
The poison is still in the blood, of Protestants not 
less than of Catholics. Here, for instance, is Mrs, - 
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J. C. Bateman, Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union Sabbath Observance Superintendent, in her 
annual report solemnly affirming that forty millions 
of our people had asked that the World’s Fair be 
closed on Sunday. It is a waste of courtesy and an 
insult to truth to assume that Mrs. Bateman be- 
lieves this, or that the editors of. the Christian 
Statesman, who quote the assertion, believe it. 
They are determined to succeed, and where truth 
would weaken their claims they cheerfully substitute 
falsehoods, just as did the early and Middle Age 
Christians of whom Mosheim and Lecky write. 
The ridiculous and mendacious nature of the Sab- 
batarian assertions about the tens of millions who 
are said to hav signed petitions for the closing of 
the Fair on Sunday hav been so thoroughly venti- 
lated that no person who reads and thinks need 
longer be deceived. Certainly Mrs. Bateman and 
the rest of the conspirators know, even better than 
we, the falsity of their statement. 


The Christian Advocate thinks that, in any view 
of the matter, Tyndall’s “prayer test” ‘would 
hav been scripturally as absurd as the cry of the 
Jews, ‘Come down from the cross and we will 
believe; or as Satan’s proposition to Christ on the 
mount of temptation." Where the absurdity comes 
in is in the attempt of Christian apologists to make 
us believe that there was anything absurd and un- 
reasonable in the demand of the Jews or the 
proposition of Tyndall. If. the Christians knew 
much less than they do they would eagerly embrace 
every opportunity to demonstrate the efficacy of 
prayer; possessing the intelligence they do, if they 
were intellectually honest they would frankly giv 
up the ancient superstition; but being too sharp to 
believe in prayer and too morally obtuse to confess 
their disbelief they resort to all manner of subter- 
fuges to escape the logical consequence of the 

. prayer creed which they are supposed to accept. 
Of course this applies only to the leaders who hav 
made all the fuss about Professor Tyndall's per- 
fectly fair offer. The rank and file are sincere 

, enough. , 


John W. Little, pastor of the Methodist church 
at Seward, Nebraska, is guilty of this: 

** No, sir, scores of us are not going, and would not buy 
tickets on any condition. We are ready to do our part.in 
a proper way to aid the worthy poor, and would 
recommend to all of the poor who love the Lord 
Jesus and want the morals of the community improved 
that they positivly refuse any aid raised by the ball. All 
gospel churches denounce balls as immoral. No one 
should countenance them. The Blade of December 3d 
says the ladies of Seward are to giv this ball. If this is 
so, the prince of darkness has shown himself very subtle 
in securing their services.” — 


Perhaps a charity ball is not the most economical 
agency through which to help the poor, but it is 
not a capital offense—as yet—under our laws, al- 
though there is no guessing how soon it may be at 
the present rate of development of the church- 
state idea. Neither is it necessarily immoral, and 
there does not appear to be any valid reason why 
people should not derive some pleasure from their 
deeds of fraternal sympathy. No doubt many of 
the poor love “the Lord Jesus,” but the proceeds 
of the ball may be sufficient to procure them more 
food, fuel, and clothing than all the love of Jesus 
you could crowd into the hearts of Mr. Little and 


all of his kind would put into their homes. If there | 


is or ever was any rational pleasure that the “ gos- 
pel churches” hav not denounced as “immoral” we 
hav yet to be informed what it is or was. But the 
churches come along in the rear of the procession ; 
they eventually accept what at first they condemned. 
They hav taken in the organ and the violin; it will 
not be many years before they will find the ball an 
indispensable adjunct in raising the minister’s sal- 
ary. Satan or no Satan, they are determined to 
succeed. 


American and English Georges. 
Saladin, in Aqnostic Journal. 

George E. Macdonald, brother of the editor of Taz 
TRUTH 
that journal. George Macdonald is a writer of **go" and 
natural faculty, whose effusions we were wont to read 
with genuin relish. He possesses somewhat the same 
order of talent as our own George Standring. We con- 
gratulate our old friend, Tur Taura SEEKER, upon the 
pens of the two brothers Macdonald. í 


EEKER, is, we observe, to contribute regularly to į 


New Publications. 
The Truth Seeker Company has just printed a new de. 
scriptiv catalog of books published and sold at 28 Lafay- 
ette Place, New York. It will be sent free on application. 


The many admirers of Mr. Otto Wettstein’s writings, 
which are cf the unsophisticated materialistic variety, 
will be glad to learn that his Congress address on the 
‘Giant Delusion” is now obtainable as a pamphlet for 
10 cents. 


The address delivered by Miss Susan H. Wixon at the 
International Freethought Congress is now printed in 
pamphlet form, the title being ** Woman: Four Centuries 
of Progress.” ^ None of the speeches at the Congress has 
received as much praise as this one, and none was more 
worthy of the eulogiums bestowed. Single copies 10 
cents. ' 


A new edition of A. Jacobson’s ** Bible Inquirer?" has 
just been issued from the press of the Truth Seeker Com- 
‘pany, which has secured both the plates and the copy- 
right of the work. As & concordance or index to the 
absurdities of holy writ, the ‘‘ Bible Inquirer” is not 
equaled by any other book of its size. It has enjoyed a 
large sale, which it still maintains. The price is 25 cents. 


One of the numbers of ‘‘ The Truth Seeker Library ’’ 
issued this month is entitled ‘‘ Thumbscrew and Rack.” 
It embodies the ** Historic Means of Grace" published in 
Toe TRUTH SEEKER of January 6th, with additional 
matter, and several new illustrations, including the 
famous ‘‘ chastity belt," drawn expressly for this work. 
As a handsome pamphlet, with cover, ‘‘ Thumbscrew and 
Rack” will be scld at ten cents per copy. Being the only 
work of the kind in existence, it should hav & large circu- 
lation. Geo E. Macdonald wrote it. 


** Self-Contradictions of the Bible," the ninth edition of 
which is hereby announced, will hereafter bear the im- 
print of the Truth Seeker Company; to whom all orders 
for said work must now be addressed. We hav pur- 
chased the plates from the author and original publisher, 
Col. W. H. Burr, and added ‘‘Self-Contradictions” to 
the Truth Seeker Library. The work is not an argument- 
ativ or persuasiv one—it is simply convincing, as it givs a 
hundred and fifty instances where the Bible contradicts 
itself, and he who runs may read. Price 15 cents. 


A Veteran Mustered Out—Converse Close Is 
Dead. 


On the 22d day of December, 1893, in the seventy- 
second year of his age, after a painful illness of 
nearly a quarter of a century, Converse Close sank 
into his final sleep. He lived to a ripe old age. 
He. was a man of more than ordinary ability and in- 
telligence. He was an honest man, and was loved, 
honored, and respected by all who knew him. He 
leaves no enemy behind. He held numerous public 
offices, always with credit to himself and satisfac- 
tion to the people. Hewas our friend, and a friend 
to humanity. He was liberal and charitable toward 
all, especially in his religious views. He was socially 
above reproach, tender and respectful of the feel- 
ings of others. He was in morals pure, truthful, 
temperate—in all ways exemplary. He was in all 
his intercourse with mankind & model of kindness, 
sympathy, and amiability. In his domestic relations 
his goodness, tenderness, and indulgence shone in 
‘brightest luster and brilliancy. Hə loved and 
adored his wife, children, and home; no unkind 
word ever escaped his lips; his whole being seemed 
wrapped up in his home circle. He detested and 
abhorred impurity and hypocrisy in thought, word, 
or deed. He was unselfish, always trying to see 
how much good he could do for others. He has 
gone from our midst, gone where pain and sorrow 
are unknown. He sleeps the sleep that knows no 
waking, yet he livs in our memories by his loving 
words and good example left behind. In all his 
long sickness and suffering he was never heard to 
murmur or complain, and when the last change 
came he expressed himself as ready, and consoled 
his friends with the assurance that he had no fears, 
that all was well with him. He departed in peace, 
surrounded by kind friends, while his noble wife 
soothed him with her presence and loving kindness 
to the last. Those of us who knew him best, loved 
him most. Let us all cherish his memory, emulate 
his example, and practice the virtues of his life and 
character. Joun M. Maruewson. 


[Converse Close was one of Freethought’s most 
uncompromising defenders. To the few like him 
the cause is indebted more than to the millions who 
believe in rationalism and science, but dare not let 
the world know where they stand. Forty-nine 
years ago Converse Close settled in the then wilder- 
ness of Grattan, Mich., and there he has since re- 
sided. In 1887 he wrote a succinct statement of 
his views on the subject of religion, and this state- 
ment was read at his funeral. In this, “his last 
will and testament,” as it may be called, he pointed 
out many of the evidences which establish the posi- 
i tion of the rationalist that the Bible is wholly a 


human production. He gave his testimony for 
charity, good-will, honesty, industry, and temper- 
ance. He left messages of love and injunctions to : 
noble living to wife, child, grandchildren, and 
friends. As he had of course wished, there were 
only secular services at his interment. Songs were 
sung, the epitome of his matured convictions was 
read, and an address delivered by his friend, J. M. 
Mathewson. Mayall other Freethinkers be equally 
successful in having their wishes respected at the 
last.—Ep. T. S.] 


Singular Miracles ! 

What is the first miracle mentioned in the Holy 
Writ! 

Just what was first we can hardly say; but 
among the first undoubtedly was the special crea- 
tion of a woman for a helpmate unto Adam. But 
after creation had, as it is given in Genesis, been 
completed, the first actual miracle seems to hav 
been the transformation of Satan into a serpent, 
and the bestowing upon said snake of the power 
of human speech. This was a miracle, if ever one 
was, and one of the greatest on record. The 
proper definition of miracle must include sueh a 
wonder as that; and in the history of the supernal 
it will rank among the mightiest of all “mighty 
works”—-a snake to be endowed with power of 
human speech, and that, too, of eloquent speech ; 
speech persuading our foremost mother to do a 
deed to “shock the earth and make the universe 
turn pale;” a deed to bring woe upon all animate 
creation, and especially upon her own descent. 
Another miracle in connection with this cne was 
that wherety the serpent race was peculiarly cursed 
for the act of his Satanic majesty in assuming 
snakehood. Just why such a miracle of injustice 
should hav been performed, for such it was and is, 
as to make a whole race, breed, seed, and “ genera- 
tion (of vipers) ” reprehensible for the act of a pre- 
tended snake—not a real one, mind you—who can 
say? Horr. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL will lecture at the Broadway 
Theatre, New York city, Sunday evening, Jan. 28, Sub- 
ject, ‘* The Mistakes of Moses." 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments: 

Northport, L. I., Jan. 20. 

Newark, N. J., Jan. 21. 

Eaton, O., Jan; 25, 26, 27. 

Ohio Liberal Society, Cincinnati, Jan. 28th, 29th. 
Delphos, O., Jan. 80th, 31st., and Feb. 1st. 
Chicago, Ill., Feb. 18th, 25th. 

Toronto, March 4, 11. 

Those who desire lectures at any points between New 
York and Chicago, and in the vicinity of Chicago during 
the month of February, will please write at once to Mr. 
Putnam, care of Tue TRUTH Scrxer, New York. 


FBANKLIN SmrEINEB'S lecture engagements are as fol- 
lows: 
Feb. 12, Chicago, Ill. 

«© 19, 20, Alliance, O, 
26, Philadelphia, Pa. 

** 98, Ellenville, N. Y 
Mar. 2, New York. 

** 4, Brooklyn. 

** 5,7, Northport, N. Y. 

** 8, Norwalk, Conn. 

Mr. Steiner has some open dates for his return trip. 
Address him, after February 12, in care of THz TauTH 
SEEKER. l 


9, Meriden, Conn. 

11, Boston, Mass. 

12, 18, Harwich Mass. 
14, Cotuit, Mass. 

15, Osterville, Mass, 
18, Boston, Mass. 

25, Newark, N. J. 


Mar. 
66 


Tum Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues, Program of lectures for January: 


January 21st—Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr.: Subject, ** Microbes: 
Their place in Nature." : 

January 28th—Mr. John Swinton: Subject, ‘‘ John 
Brown of Ossawatomie.” 


TuE, Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Pern avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o’clock. 


Tex First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 1703 Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 P. x. Sunday-school in 
the same place at 10:80 a.m. 


Tae Women’s LIBERAL LzAGuz, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Program of lectures for January: 

Januar a Tea Mary O'Reilly, ‘‘ Child Labor in our 
wn i 
January 80th—Wayland Smith, *'Principles of Theos- 
ophy.” ; 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1684 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program for January: 
January 21st—Debate: subject, ** €hrist's Blood Cleans- 
eth from all Sin.” Affirmativ, Prof. J. S. Van 
Cleve, Ph. D.; negativ, Prof. Chas. Augustine. 

January 28th—Samuel P. Putnam: subject, ‘‘The Glory 
of Infidelity.” 


Jonn R. Sure of Galesburg, Ill, writes: “Iam de- 
lighted with Remsburg’s book on Lincoln.” 
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PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. 


Disloyalty to Truth of Catholic Text 


Book Compilers, 


FACTS 


Gross Superstitions Which Are Tanght in Romish Ed- 
ueational Institntions.— Historieal Misstatements 
and Bald Lies Concerning Religious Perseentions 
Examined and Disproved.—Is the Inenleation of 


Scientific Truths Sectarian Teaching ?—Some Sta- 
tistics of Crime and Illiteracy. 


And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I 


the Lord have deceived that provhet.— Ezek. «tv, 9. 

Being crafty, I caught you with guile.—Pawl. _ R 

I was an established maxim with many Christians that it was 
pardonable in an advocate for religion to avail himself of fraud 
and deception, if it were likely they might conduce toward the at- 
tainment of any considerable good.— Mosnetm. Eccles. Hist. 

But this absolute indifference to truth whenever falsehood could 
subserve the interests of the Church. is perfectly explicable, and 
was found in multitudes, who, in other respects, exhibited the 
noblest virtue. An age which has ceased to value impartiality of 
judgment wil! soon cease to value accuracy of statement. and when 
credulity is inculcated as a virtue, falschood will not, long be 88- 
teemed as a vice.—Lecky, Tist. of European Morals, Vol., IT. pp. 
225-6. 


The problem of education is one of the most mo- 
mentous which the American people are called 
upon to solve. As are the children, so will be the 
neighbors and citizens. Often the school, even more 
than the home, gives direction to the currents of 
thought and mold to the plastic character. It is 
of the utmost importance to the child and to 
society that he shall be given the best education 
which he is fitted to receive. The instruction im- 
parted and the guidance offered must be such as 
will call out, stimulate, and strengthen his latent 
powers for usefulness. He must be led to observe, 
to think, to act judiciously. Belief is not essen- 
tial; knowledge is indispensable. He needs to be 
developed, not filled. The common school should 
graduate him a young reasoner and discoverer, in- 
stead of shutting him in a cage of convention, where 
he is able only to parrot afew stock phrases he 
does not understand. 

What scientific studies should be pursued in the 
public schools we shall not here pause to consider. 
Neither shall we touch the question of higher educa- 
tion. Here we are dealing with the common schools 
alone. 

Shall religious instruction be given in these pri- 
mary schools? If so, by whom? What of the 
respectiv attitudes of Catholics and Protestants 
toward religious teachings in the public schools? 
Has either of these divisions of the Christian 
church any eleer understanding of or favorable in- 
terest in purely secular, unsectarian education ? 
Would the adherents of either, were their power 
undisputed, grant to the partisans of the other the 
privileges they claim for themselvs? Would they 
not claim the right to pervert the schools, sup- 
ported by the taxation all the people, into a system 
of church schools wherein the inculcation of their 
creed should have the place of first importance, 
and such scientific instruction as they might con- 
sider not inimical to the dogmas and prestige of 
their church should be condescendingly granted a 
subordinate position? Is not this precisely what 
they are doing to-day, within the limits of their re- 
gpeetiv dom ins? 

As regards the moral element in education, is it 
not of paramount importance that the child be 
taught the truth, so far as truth is ascertainable, 
and that it be continually impressed with the im- 
portance of seeking new truths, and accepting 
them wren found, regardless of their effect upon 
theories previously accepted and institutions hitherto 
believed to be invulnerable to criticism? What 
good ean be subserved by making children believe 
thatit is their duty to accept without question as 
true whatever is told them about gods and devils, 
heavens and hells, martyrs and saints, marvels and 
miracles? Is credulity a greater virtue than ve- 
racity? Is it possible to believe that boys and girls 
can have any adequate comprehension of the re- 
quirements of justice so long as they are taught to 
think that the terrible agonies endured by the 
martyrs of the church and by millions of others are 
compatible with the sovereignty of a just and om- 
nipotent God? 

During the last few months there has been much 
said and written in regard to a division of the public 
school fund in the interest of such churches as may 
wish to educate the children of those of their faith 
in schools where religious instruction can be given 
first place as the most important factor in the 
development of the child. In New York and Mary- 
land those who favor such a division of the school 


IN THE GALILEO CASE. 


fund have been feeling the public pulse, trying to 
find out if it is expedient at this time to press the 
matter to an issue. It has been announced that a 
bill embodying such a scheme will be presented in 
the New York legislature this winter. However, 
so much opposition has been developed that it now 
seems probable that the whole business will be quietly 
dropped for a time. A large number of the leading 
dignitaries of the Catholic church have put them- 
selves in opposition to the movement, not, it is fairly 
to be presumed, because they are opposed to the 
principle of division, but because they see that it is 
not safe to precipitate a struggle at present. 

There can be no doubt that the Protestants 
would unitedly oppose division, a great majority of 
them because they intend to control the public 
schools in their own interest and know that any 
division of the school fund would benefit the Catho- 
lics and injure themselves. They talk glibly of 
“non-sectarian schools” and almost in the same 
breath insist upon keeping the Bible in the schools 
and having prayers and other religious exercises 
added. In 1889 they came dangerously near get- 
ting through Congress an amendment to the 
national Constitution which would have insured the 
teaching of “the principles of the Christian relig- 
ion” in the publie schools of all the states. Rev. 
Dr. Rainsford has recently suggested that it would 
be entirely feasible to have religion taught in the 
public schools by clergymen of different denomina- 
tions during certain hours of the school day. He 
adds that if the Protestant denominations are not 
equipped for this work, then, rather than forego 
the religious instruction, he would favor intrusting 
the task to the clergy of the Catholic church, 
Judging from these and many other indications 
which cannot be misunderstood, it is plainly appar- 
ent that if the Protestants were the “outs” their 
attitude toward the schools would be radically 
changed, and the division of the school fund would 
appear to large numbers of them as perfectly justi- 
fiable. It is equally clear that if the Catholics 
were the “ins” they would insist as strenuously as 
the Protestants now do upon retaining all their ad- 
vantages and would make the public schools prac- 
tically parochial institutions sustained by general 
taxation. They would simply “take over” the com- 
mon schools. Sectarian schools are supposed to be 
“un-American” and Protestants bring the epithet 
as one of the gravest accusations against parochial 
schools. Referring to this a Catholic writer perti- 
nently observes: 

Do you for one moment suppose that any Episcopalian, 
Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, or, indeed, any one of 
the Protestant—allow me—sects would not loudly protest 
against the assertion that any of the peculiar sectarian 
doctrines they hold, or religious devotions they practice, 
is in conflict with the spirit of American institutions? 
Could you get one of them to allow that any school they 
might choose to set up in which their own peculiar sec- 
tarian doctrines were fully taught, would be, therefore, in 
the least un-American? Of course not. 

From all of which we are forced to conclude that 
Catholic and Protestant are arrayed against each 
other along the line of sectarian differences in an un- 
compromisable struggle for the control of educa- 
tion in the United States. It would be fatal to 
our liberties if either party should triumph. Abso- 
lutely secular, non-religious—not anti-religious—un- 
sectarian schools are our hope, and for these we must 
contend unceasingly against every foe, Catholic or 
Protestant. . 

Does some optimist suppose that the Catholic 
church will ever yield her claim to the right to 
ie the school education of ber children? Read 
this: 

Suppose for 2 moment that the opposition to parochial 
schools were even more formidable in the church than it 
is or was, what then? Would that furnish any grounds 
for our Protestant friends to conclude that those schools 
are doomed to decay and final extinction? Preposterous 
supposition! The church does not look to the people— 
much less to a small minority of the people—for guid- 
ance. Itis governed by authority, not by popular elec- 
tion. It is a church of law, and every member of the 
church is bound to obey the laws, and he violates them at 
his peril This of course is a free country, and if à man 
does not like the laws and rules of the church he can 
apostatize, become a Protestant, and go his way and fol- 
low the desires and devices of his own heart. But if he 
wishes to remain a Catholic, he knows very well that he 
must lay aside his own private opinion when it comes in 
conflict with the laws of the church. On the subject of 
education the church can never change, As to the su- 
preme fundamental necessity of religious education, 
thank God we are all agreed. There may be a difference 
of opinion as to the extent and expediency of compromise 
with the state under certain circumstances, but the su- 
preme importance and necessity of religious education 
can never be yielded, and so long as the state refuses to do 
us justice in the public schools for whose support we are 
taxed, so long will it be necessary for us to build our own 
schools and send our children to them. It is a binding, 
imperative obligation which cannot be shirked without a 


serious compromise of loyalty and devotion to Catholic 
principle.— Catholic Review. 


What has been the effect upon the human mind 
of church control of education? Moncure D. 
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Conway has very graphically and forcibly told us 
in a late number of the Open Court : 

* There is an optimistic superstition that truth, 
however crushed, rises again and must prevail. 
The dismal testimony of history is that mankind 
never recovers from any long suppression of mental 
and moral freedom. The effect is cerebral. Now 
that reason is legally free in religious matters. it is 
found to be, like the long-immured prisoner of Chil- 
lon, unprepared to avail itself of liberty. Amid the 
blaze of sciences, the wealth and strength of Chris- 
tendom is bent to the support of superstitions trans- 
mitted from savage ages. It must be many gen- 
erations before mankind recover from the long 
repression of their religious faculties, if they ever 
do. Ethical reformers should take the sad lesson 
to heart, and do their utmost to rescue moral free- 
dom from any further suffering a fate similar to 
that which preserves among men otherwise civil- 
ized the superstitions of chimpanzees.” 


WHAT THE CHURCH INTENDS THE BOOKS TO TEACH. 


Omitting all consideration here of some ques- 
tions of equal justice which are interwoven with the 
school problem, we will proceed to the examination 
of a few Catholic text-books, as we wish to ascer- 
tain the quality of the mental food which is fur- 
nished to the children who receive their education 
in the parochial schools. The first volumes we 
take up are the Fifth and Sixth Readers of the Na- 
tional Catholic Series, compiled by Rt. Rev. Richard 
Gilmour, D.D., Bishop of Cleveland, and published 
by Benziger Brothers, of New York, Cincinnati, 
and Chicago, “ Printers to the Holy Apostolic See.” 
The purpose of Catholic education is clearly re- 
vealed in the prefaces to these Readers. In the 
preface to the Fifth, Bishop Gilmour says: 


While we have tried to give the book a national char- 
acter and to cultivate a love of country, we have always 
considered it the first duty towards our children to give 
them a sound Catholic education. The lessons on 
Church History, in connection with other historical les- 
sons throughout the book, are thought to be interesting, 
and it is hoped that they will increase the spirit of devo- 
tion for our Holy Church. While they open to the child 
one of the richest sources of education, they naturally 
ree to the teacher such additional cultivation of this 
field as circumstances will permit, 


In the preface to the Sixth the conflict between 
the secular and the religious systems of instruction 
is touched upon, and the Bishop writes : 


Education without religion, says the one system; edu- 
cation with religion, insists the other. Hence a conflict 
in which conscience admits of no compromise, and def- 
initely forbids us to expose our children to the dangers 
of & godless education. The Reader, next to the Cate- 
chism, is the book which most influences the moral and 
religious character of the pupil, and should, therefore, 
be eminently Catholic. This we have kept ever in view 
throughout the whole Series, and as the mind of the 
pupil becomes matured, and the influences which sur- 
round him take deeper root, it is fit that the last Reader, 
the final impression brought from school, should be the 
most thoroughly Catholic. 


The Catholic church claims for herself the office of edu- 
cating her children. She does so as one possessing the 
infallible rule alike of faith and morals. Hence she alone 
can guide aright both our intellects and our wills; and 
she alone can fully **lead out” all our powers, and shape 
them to their true end, by training our whole intellectual 
and spiritual nature ‘‘to the measure of the age of the 
fullness of Christ” (Fifth Reader, p. 216). 


THE SUPERSTITIONS TAUGHT IN THE BOOKS. 
Here follow some samples of the “education” 
which the author hopes will “increase the spirit of 
devotion for our Holy Church”: 


As Albert was about to rise, four ladies of stately and 
majestic appearance approached. They were surrounded 
by a heavenly radiance, yet their dignity and sweetness of 
manner inspired him with confidence. Two of them, ad- 
vancing, placed themselves before the ladder, as if to 
prevent his escape; while the third drew near, and kindly 
asked him why he was about to leave his convent home 
and expose himself to the dangers and temptations of the 
world. Albert pleaded his dullness and stupidity, which 
made him unfit for the order. ‘‘ Your trouble,” said this 
lady, ‘‘comes from seeking, in the strength of human in- 
tellect, that light and power which can come to you from 
God alone. Behold your mother!” pointing to the fourth 
lady. ‘‘Sheis your protectress and friend; ask her for 
the gift of knowledge ; address her with confidence; 
our intercession shall second your prayer." Albert, much 
encouraged, looking up, easily recognized in the fourth 
lady the Queen of Heaven. Bending his face to the 
ground, he asked for the gift of science and knowledge, © 
with the same earnestness with which he had formerly 
asked fgr the grace of salvation. ‘‘My son," said the 
Amiable Virgin, ‘‘science is beset with many dangers, but 
your prayer shallbe granted. In philosophy, on which 
your heart is so fixed, you shall rise to great eminenoe; 
and for eloquence, your fame shall be far spread. Long 


shall you dazzle the world by the power of your intellect; 


but beware lest pride take hold of your heart, and be not 
puffed up with your own greatness. Asareward for 
your sincere piety, I promise to withdraw the gift I now 
give you the moment it becomes dangerous to you." 
$i he next morning the whole convent was sur- 
prised and astonished at the change that had come over 
the dull but humble novice. Dullness had given way to 
keenness, and stupidity to clearness; the once-pitied 
scholar now understood everything, and with ease could 
solve the most difficult problems, So rapidly did Albert 
advance in his studies, but more especially in philosophy, 
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that within & year he not only outstripped his fellow- 
students, but he even excelled his teachers, His emility 
and piety kept pace with bis learning. Neither vanity 
nor worldly applause could seduce him, Though the 
learned flocked to hear him, and the world praised and 
called him ‘‘ Albertus Magnus,” or Albert the Great, yet 
he never forgot for a moment from whom he had received 
his wonderful powers, For fifty years Albertus Magnus 
astonished Europe by the profundity of his learning and 
the eloquence of his teachings. It happened, 
however, on a certain occasion, as he was preaching, 
that, seeing his audience spellbound by his eloquence, he 
lifted up his heart with a feeing of vanity and, for the mo- 
ment, was about to yield to a thought of pride; but he 
suddenly stopped in the middle of a sentence. He had 
lost his memory, and was unsble to finish what he had 
begun. He decended from the pulpit, never again to 
enter it. The Blessed Virgin had appeared to her client 
and, at the moment Albert was about to abuse the gift 
she had given, deprived him of it. The famous preacher 
and divine became again as dull and stupid as when a boy. 
He understood the warning, and from that time devoted 
himself to prepare for death, which happened two years 
after, on November the 15th, 1282. Such is the tale that 
history tells of this wonderful man. From it let us learn 
to put ourselves and our studies under the protectior of 
God. Knowledge must be united to religion; they must 
go hand in hand with each other, rendering men happy 
because they are virtuous, and successful only so far as 
their success leads them to God (Fifth Reader, pp. 358- 


1. |. 

“Throw the carcass, with plenty of weights, into the 
Cloaca, there to rot among the filth of Rome, and be the 
food of vermin;” and this order given, the trumpets 
blared as before, and the emperor moved on. That night 
Lucina, another Christian widow in Rome, who had given 
her husband and her only son as martyrs of Christ, was 
favored with a vision. She saw the Cloaca Maxima, the 
great sewer of Rome, with all its horrid deposits of filth, 
suddenly illuminated with a celestial light, and Sebastian 
stood before her, radiant with the joy of heaven, and with 
an immortal beauty. With one hand he pointed to the 
sewer, its gaping mouth showing corruption; with the 
other, he pointed to that Via Appia, along which stood 
already the tombs of so many of God's saints. Lucina 
awoke, and lost no time in communicating to the other 
Christians the knowledge thus given to her concerning 
the relies of the martyr. They were soon recovered and 
deposited on the Via Appia, where the Church of St. Se- 
bastian was afterwards built (Sixth Reader, p. 105). 


Another work is “Church History,” adapted for 
the use of Catholic schools, from the original of 
Rev. L. C. Businger by Rev. Richard. Brennan, 
LL.D. Below are some excerpts therefrom : 


In very early times it was permitted to offer up the holy 
sacrifice of the mass in private houses. Thus, for ex- 
ample, St. Augustine, a holy doctor of the church, tells 
us about a certain man named Hesperus, the members of 
whose household were annoyed by an evil spirit. **One 
day," writes the saint, ‘‘when I was absent, Hesperus 
besought our priests that one of them would come to his 
house and by prayer drive away the demons. A priest 
went, and offered up the sacrifice of the body and blood 
of Christ, fervently beseeching the Lord that the afflic- 
tion might depart from the household. Through the 
mercy of God the petition was granted " (p. 87). 

St. Polycarp, who was bishop of Smyrna, and likewise 
a disciple of St. John, was condemned in the yéar 160, 
when eighty-six years of age, to be burned to death, but 
not being hurt by the flames, was pierced by a dagger, 
and so put to death (p. 117). . 

The Pope is, in very deed and truth, infallible, But 
this does not mean that he is impeccable; that is to say, 
incapable of being a sinner personally. Nor doesit mean 
that he cannot err in his own person. He is, of course, a 
man, and will be such till death. He can err in his un- 

- official teachings. He can err even when deciding asa 
a learned and experienced man on questions of profane 
and sacred knowledge, or even in ordaining matters of 
church discipline. It is only when, in virtue of his 
sacred office and position as shepherd of Christ’s fold, and 

~ as authorized teacher of all Christians, and by virtue of his 
supreme .apostolieal authority, and by virtue of the 
assistance that our divine savior has promised to St. Peter 
and his successors, he decides and defines a question of 
faith and morals as binding upon the whole church, that 
the Pope of Rome is infallible. Such was the teaching of 
the Vatican council on the question of the infallibility of 
the Pope (p. 128). g 
St. John Nepomucene of Bohemia, having been chosen 
by Queen Sophia for her confessor, her husband, King 

Wenceslas IV., actuated by a wicked curiosity, had the 

presumption to approach the saint with a view of extract- 
ing from him the subject of his wife’s confession. St. 

J chn was shocked at the wicked presumption of the king, 

and replied boldly that he would die rather than violate 
the secrecy of the sacred tribunal by revealing a syllable of 
the queen’s confession. Furious at his discomfiture, the 
wicked king had the saint stretched upon the rack, and 
as neither threats nor promises would induce him to yield 
to the tyrant’s unreasonable demand, St. John Nepomu- 
cene was thrown from a bridge into the river Moldau, on 
the night of the 20th of March, 1898. Immediately the 
river became brightly illuminated, and the dead body of 
the martyr of the confessional was brought to shore, car- 
ried amid the tears and sobs of the people to the cathedral, 
where it was buried with great solemnity. Three hun- 
dred years later, on the 15th of April, 1719, the saint’s 
grave was opened and the tongue was found to be moist, 
fresh, and untainted. He has ever been and will continue 
to be the patron saint of our father confessors, and the 
guardian of their eternal secrecy of the confessional 
. 195). 

AP ThE Taek renowned among the holy hermits of the 

church was St. Paul of Egypt, born in the year 227. 

During the persecution of the Emperor Decius, this de- 

vout and highly educated youth fled to the desert, where 
he passed ninety years without meeting a fellow-man. 

For the first twenty years, his subsistence consisted of 

the fruit of a palm tree and the water of a brook which 
flowed in front of his hermitage. During the last 
seventy years of his life, the Lord sent to him daily, as 
to Elias of old in the desert, a raven bearing a half barley 
Joaf. When Paul was one hundred and thirteen years 


old, another holy hermit, St. Antony, directed by God, 
and being himself then ninety years of age, came to visit 
this venerable recluse. These two holy men, enlightened 
by heaven, recognized each other at once, saluted each 
other by name at the first moment of their meeting, fell 
upon each other’s neck in tender embrace, and thanked 
and praised the Lord. A sacred solid friendship was at 
once formed between them. While they were convers- 
ing, a raven flew down and dropped a whole loaf of bread 
before the two saints. Paul said, smiling: ‘‘ Behold how 
good the Lord is! During sixty years he has sent me, in 
this way, a half loaf of bread every day. But now, when 
you have come to see me, Christ has doubled the pay of 
his servants.” They ate together, drank from the spring, 
and gave thanks to God. On the following morning, 
after a night spent together in prayer and pious medita- 
tion, Paul informed St. Antony that his life was about 
to close, and requested him to go and bring for his shroud 
& certain cloak which the bishop Athanasius had some 
time previous given to him. Antony obeyed, and on his 
return with the mantle, found St. Paul in & kneeling 
posture, with head bowed down and clasved hands, ap- 
parently absorbed in silent prayer. But the soul of Paul 
had fled while he prayed, and he was now asleep in 
the Lord. Hardly had St. Antony enveloped the vener- 
able remains of his friend in the mantle of the hol 
bishop, when two strong lions approached with gentle 
mien, and at once began to dig wih their paws a last 
resting-place for the body of St. Paul. St. Antony, after 
placing the remains in the grave, and having smoothed 
the last sod, hastened back to his monastery to relate these 
miraculous events to his wondering disciples. It is thus 
that the death of this great servant of God is described 
by one of the most credible authorities, namely, St. 
Jerome, doctor in the church (pp. 196, 197). 


WHAT THE ROMISH CHURCH CALLS SCIENCE. 
In the next extract we may get an idea of the 
nature of what the Catholic church is pleased to 
designate as “science”: 


Like St. Cecilia in the department of music, St. Catha- 
rine of Alexandria hae for centuries-been honored in the 
church as the patroness of Christian science; another 
evidence of the sincere, genuine sympathy of the church 
for all true knowledge. The following account will ex- 
plain whv this saint and virgin was selected to be the 
patroness of science. One day, while the Emperor Max- 
iminus was holding a grand and solemn festival at Alex- 
andria in honor of the heathen deities, suddenly a fair 
young maiden.emerged from the assembled multitude, 
and taking her stand before the throne spoke to them in 
words of such fervid eloquence and profound knowledge 
and wisdom against the absurdity of worshiping false 
geds, and in favor of the one true God, that neither the 
emperor nor any one of his assembled philosophers could 
reply. This intrepid virgin was St. Catharine. Without 
delay the emperor summoned the most distinguished 
philosophers in Alexandria, and others well versed 
in religious science, to refute the saint. But they signally 
failed. Nay, more, at the convincing arguments of 
Catharine, the cloud of darkness was lifted from their 
understanding; her words penetrated their hearts; they 
professed themselves disciples of Christ crucified. Thus 
did Christian science, hand in hand with virginal inno- 
cence and childlike simplicity, win the victory over proud 
and self-sufficient worldly wisdom. St. Catharine was, 
however, condemned to die a martyr’s death. The 
wheel on which she had been placed, having broken to 
pieces without injuring her fair person, she was dis- 
patched with the sword on the 25th of November, 307 
(pp. 212, 213). 


One more excerpt and we wil turn to another 
volume—one of a different kind: 


In the year 326 the pious empress Helena, who from 
childhood had cherished in her soul the laudable design of 
recovering the holy cross upon which our blessed Lord and 
redeemer had consummated man’s redemption, set out, 
followed by the best wishes of her son, Constantine the 
Great, and the prayers of all her Christian subjects, from 
her own country on her way to the holy city of Jeru- 
salem. But alas! on arriving at her destination, she 
discovered that the places which had been once conse- 
crated by the passion and death of Christ, had for more 
than two hundred years been desecrated by the heathens. 
The pagan emperor Adrian, in order to show his con- 
tempt for the teachings of the cross, had permitted an 
idolatrous temple to be built on Mount Calvary. Relying 
confidently on divine assistance, the pious empress had 
the temple pulled down, the rubbish removed, and excava- 
tions made; till at last the grotto of the holy sepulcher 
was discovered, and lying near it were three crosses, with 
the nails and the inscription. This inscription having be- 
come detached from the cross, the question now arose, 
Which of the three was the cross of Christ? In this 
emergency, Macarius, the holy bishop of Jerusalem, 
conceived the idea of carrying the three crosses to a well- 
known pious lady of the city who was lying dangerously 
il In presence of the empress and several court attend- 
ants, two crosses were applied to the person of the 
invalid, but without any result. Hardly, however, had 
the third cross touched her, when she felt new life cours- 
ing vehemently through her hitherto withered and para- 
lyzed limbs, and she arose immediately from her bed in 
the full enjoyment of health and strength. Who can 
conceive the joy that must have thrilled the heart of the 
pious empress and other witnesses of this miracle? (pp. 


281, 282.) ; 
WHY THESE LIES WERE TOLD. 

Why were these monstrous tales invented, and 
why are they repeated in this age of science? Why 
are they instilled into the innocent and unsuspi- 
cious minds of little children in the parochial 
school? Let Lecky, the impartial historian, an- 
wer: 

* When therefore a man believes that those who 
adopt an erroneous opinion wil be consigned to 
perdition; when he not only believes- this, but 
realizes it as a living and operative truth; and 
when he perceives that it is possible either by 
direct falsehood or by the suppression or distortion 
of truth to strengthen the evidences of his faith, he 


usually finds the temptation irresistible. 

The fathers laid down as a distinct proposition that 
pious frauds were justifiable and even laudable; | 
and if they had not laid this down, they would 
nevertheless have practiced them as a necessary 
consequence of their doctrine of exclusive salvation. 
Immediately all ecclesiastical literature became 
tainted with a spirit of the most unblushing men- 
dacity.  Heathenism was to be combated, and 
therefore prophecies of Christ by Orpheus and the 
Sibyls were forged, lying wonders were multiplied, 
and ceaseless calumnies poured upon those who, 
like Julian, opposed the faith. Heretics were to be 
convinced, and therefore interpolations of old 
writings or complete forgeries were habitually op- 
posed to the forged gospels. The veneration of 
relics and the monastic system were introduced, 
and therefore innumerable miracles were attributed 
to the bones of saints or to the prayers of hermits, 
and were solemnly asserted by the most eminent of 
the fathers. The tendency was not confined to 
those Eastern nations which had been always 
almost destitute of the sense of truth; it triumphed 
wherever the supreme importance of dogmas was 
held. Generation after generation it became more 
universal; it continued till the very sense of truth 
and the very love of truth seemed blotted out from 
the minds of men. 

“That this is no exaggerated picture of the con- 
dition at which the Middle Ages arrived, is known 
to all who have any acquaintance with its literature; 
for during that gloomy period the only scholars in 
Europe were priests and monks, who conscientiously 
believed that no amount of falsehood was repre- 
hensible which conduced to the edification of the 
people. Not only did they pursue with the grossest 
calumny every enemy to their faith, not only did 
they encircle every saint with a halo of palpable 
fiction, not only did they invent tens of thousands 
of miracles for the purpose of stimulating devotion 
—they also very naturally carried into all other 
subjects the indifference to truth they had acquired 
in theology. All their writings, and more especially 
their histories, became tissues of the wildest fables, 
80 grotesque and at the same time so audacious, that 
they were the wonder of succeeding ages. And the 
very men who scattered these fictions broadcast 
over Christendom, taught at the same time that 
credulity was & virtue and skepticiam a crime. As 
long as the doctrine of exclusive salvation was be- 
lieved and realized, it was necessary for the peace 
of mankind that they should be absolutely certain 
of the truth of what they believed; in order to be 
so certain, it was necessary to suppress adverse 
arguments; and in order to effect this object, it was 
necessary that there should be no critical or skep- 
tical spirit in Europe. A habit of boundless credu- 
lity was therefore a natural consequence of the 
doctrine of exclusive salvation; and not only did 
this habit necessarily produce a luxuriant crop of 
falsehood, it was itself the negation of the spirit of 
truth. For the man who really loves truth cannot 
possibly subside into a condition of contented 
credulity. He will pause long before accepting 
any doubtful assertion, he will carefully balance 
opposing arguments, he will probe every anecdote 
with scrupulous care, he will endeavor to divest 
himself of every prejudice, he will cautiously ab- 
stain from attributing to probabilities the authority 
of certainties. These are the essential character- 
istics of the spirit of truth, and by their encourage- 
ment or suppression we can judge how far a system 
of doctrine coincides with that spirit” (* History of 
Rationalism in Europe," Vol. I., pp. 393-396). 


PERVERSIONS OF HISTORY,—GALILEO. 

Another parochial school-book is, “What Cath- 
olies have Done for Science,” by Rev. Martin S. 
Brennan, A.M. In this, as in the Readers and 
church history, there are multitudes of statements 
that will not stand the test when the calcium light 
of the disinterested historian is thrown upon them. 
Why this is so, our quotations from the Bible and 
from Mosheim and Lecky reveal with startling dis- 
tinctness. The leopard has not changed his spots; 
the law of deception has not been abrogated. We 
have space for but a few examples of these 
religious tergiversations, but these will suffice to 
show that the parochial school is an institution 
to which students desiring to learn the truth re- 
garding the history of the so-called Christian 
nations will not care to repair for instruction. 

The treatment of Galileo Galilei by the Catholic 
church naturally challenges our attention, and we 
turn to “ What Catholics have Done for Science” 
to see what that text-book tells Catholic children 
about one of the most striking episodes in the mo- 
mentous struggle between religion and science. 
In the introduction to this work, Rev. John J. 
Hennessy says: 

In the galaxy of discoverers and inventors we find a 
single name which irreligious scientists as well as obscure 
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historians use as a sort of dummy to represent the 
church’s opposition to the advancement of truth. This 
single name, and thereis bat one—and because of this 
one instance, volumes of slanderous vituperation have 
been hurled against the church—is Galileo Galilei. But 
for the prominence Galileo’s persecution obtained for 
him, there is little doubt the shade of Kepler would have 
obscured him. This horrible persecution and imprison- 


ment, which Galileo himself says was the happiest time of 


his life, is as familiar to the average American child hot- 
housed in the common schools or burnished in the high- 


schools as the oft-told story of Washington and his little 
hatchet, or of Don Quixote and his fierce attack upon the 
The best refutation of the slander is 
When the church con- 


innocent windmill. 
Galileo’s own description of it. 
demns a heresy formally, the world is: made aware of it. 


Tn regard to Galileo it was deemed wise to restrain his 
astronomie precocity so that he might hasten slowly 


along the stellar plane. 

On pages 22 and 23 we find these assertions, 
made by the author, Rev. Mr. Brennan: 

It is curious how small a mole-hill an unfair enemy can 
magnifv into a mountain. The Catholic church has been 
acensed of persecuting Galileo because of his science. 
This accusation is untrue, and therefore unjust. If any- 
thing under heavens has ever been worn threadbare, it is 


this affair of Galileo’s inquisitorial tortures. The darkest 


stain on the name of science is the number of its students, 
or alleged students, that have basely flaunted this ground- 
less falsehood. Whewell savs that Leibnitz, Guizot, 
Spittler, Eichhorn, Raumer, Ranke, and almost all per- 
sons who have studied the facts, have at last done justice 
to the church: ‘‘ That Galileo trifled with authority to 
which he professed to submit, and was punished for ob- 
stinate contumacy. not for heresy.” Catholics claim that 
an cocumenical council presided over by the Pope is in- 
fallible. They also claim that the Pone teaching ex 
cathedra is infallible. No Catholic believes that any 
priest, bishop, cardinal, body of cardinals, college or 
congregation, is infallible. No Pope teaching ez cathe- 
dra. nor cacumenical council, censured Galileo. Whewell 
fairly acquits the church of persecuting science in Ga- 
lilen’s person, or otherwise. The congregations of the 
Index and Inquisition censured Galileo, and commanded 
him to resite for a certain period weekly the seven peni- 
tential psalms. Galileo, as a true Catholic, performed his 
penance. ‘‘ This celebrated event," says the erudite 
Whewell, **must be looked upon rather as a question of 
decorum than a struggle in which the interests of truth 
and free inquiry were deeply concerned. The general 
acceptance of the Copernican system was no longer a 
matter of doubt. Several persons in the highest posi- 
tions, including the Pope himself, looked upon the doc- 
trine with favorable eyes, and had shown their interest in 
Galileo and his discoveries." 

These apologista for the Roman hierarchy enter 
the plea that the charge that the church persecuted 
Galileo is a “groundless falsehood.” Included in 
this general disclaimer are several specific aver- 
ments to the effect that Galileo declared that the 
term of his imprisonment was the happiest period 
of his life; that Whewell acquits the church of 
blame; that Galileo was punished for contumacy, 
not for heresy; that no Pope teaching ex cathedra 
censured Galileo; that at that time the “general 
acceptance of the Copernican system was no longer 
a matter of doubt ;” that the ** Pope himself looked 
upon the doctrine with favorable eyes ; and that the 
name of Galileo is the only one that can be used to 
represent the * church’s opposition to the advance- 
ment of truth.” We submit below evidence fur- 
nished by unimpeachable historical authorities which 
effectually disposes of all these allegations, general 
and specific. In the article, * Galilei,” Johnson's 
Cyclopedia says: 

“ The question as to whether this great man was 
actually put to the rack cannot fail to be of the 
greatest interest. It is quite certain that at the 
time many persons believed Galileo had been 
literally tortured. It is also most certain that the 
Romish church had done her utmost to keep secret 
the proceedings in the trial of Galileo, and the rec- 
ords exhibit certain lacune that may well have 
their significance. At any rate, though it may be 
doubtful whether Galileo was put to actual physical 
torture at Rome during his trial, it is most certain 
that he was threatened with it, and that he was ex- 
posed to cruel moral torture, while no menaces 
were spared to make him quail before his judges. 
On. June 22, 1633, Galileo, at the age of seventy 
years, on his knees and clad only in a shirt of sack- 
cloth, was forced to pronounce, in the presence of 
his judges and a large assembly of prelates, a most 
humiliating formula of abjuration.” 

Draper, in his “Conflict Between Religion and 
Science,” furnishes this, pages 171-2: 

“Galileo was accused of imposture, heresy, blas- 
phemy, Atheism. With a view of defending him- 
self, he addressed a letter to the Abbe Castelli, sug- 
gesting that the scriptures were never intended to 
be a scientific authority, but only a moral guide. 
This made matters worse: He was summoned be- 
fore the Holy Inquisition, under an accusation of 
having taught that the earth moves round the sun, 
a doctrine ‘ utterly contrary to the scriptures.’ He 
was ordered to renounce that heresy, on pain of be- 
ing imprisoned. He was directed to desist from 
teaching and advocating the Copernican theory, and 
pledge himself that he would neither publish nor 
defend it for the future. * For sixteen years 
the church had rest. But in 1632 Galileo ventured 


tem of the World,’ its object being the vindication 
of the Copernican doctrine. He was again sum- 
moned before the Inquisition at Rome, accused of 
having asserted that the earth moves round the 
sun. He was declared to have brought upon him- 
self the penalties of heresy. On his knees, with his 
hand on the Bible, he was compelled to abjure and 
curse the doctrine of the movement of the earth. 
What a spectacle! This venerable man, the most 
illustrious of his age, forced by the threat of death 
to deny facts which his judges as well as himself 
knew to be true! He was then committed to 
prison, treated with remorseless severity during the 
remaining ten years of his life, and was denied 
burial in consecrated ground.” 

The same author writes more at length on the 
subject in his “Intellectual Development of 
Europe”: 

“Through the suggestion of the Dominicans, 
Galileo was now summoned to Rome to account for 
bis conduct and opinions before the Inquisition. 


moves; that the sun is stationary; and of having 
attempted to reconcile these doctrines with the 
scriptures. The sentence was that he must re- 


that he would neither publish nor defend them for 
the future. In the event of his refusal, he was to 
be imprisoned. With the fate of Bruno in his rec- 
ollection, he assented to the required recantation, 
and gave the promise demanded. The Inquisition 
then proceeded to deal with the Copernican sys- 
tem, condemning it as heretical; the letters of 
Galileo, which had given rise to the trouble, were 
prohibited ; also Kepler’s epitome of the Coperni- 
ean theory, and also the work of Copernicus. : In 
their decree prohibiting this work, ‘De Revolution- 
ibus,’ the Congregation of the Index, March 5, 1616, 
denounced the new system of the universe as ‘ that 
false Pythagorean doctrine utterly contrary to the 
holy scriptures.’ The trial being com- 
pleted, Galileo was directed to appear on June 22d 
to hear his sentence. Clothed in the penitential 
garment, he received judgment. His heretical of- 
fenses were specified, the pledges he had violated 
recited; he was declared to have brought upon 
himself strong suspicions of heresy, and to be liable 
to the penalties thereof; but from these he might 
be absolved if, with a sincere heart, he would ab- 
jure and curse his heresies. However, that his of- 
fense might not altogether go unpunished, and that 
he might be a warning to others, he was condemned 
to imprisonment during the pleasure of the Inquisi- 
tion, his dialogues were prohibited by public edict, 
and for three years he was directed to recite, once a 
week, the seven penitential psalms. In his garment 
of disgrace, the aged philosopher was now made to 
fall upon his knees before the assembled cardinals, 
and, with his hand on the gospels, to make the re- 
quired abjuration of the heliocentric doctrine, and 
to give the pledges demanded. He was then com- 
mitted to the prison of the Inquisition; the persons 
who had been concerned in the printing of his book 
were punished, and the sentence and abjuration 
were formally promulgated and ordered to be pub- 
licly read in the universities. In Florence, the ad- 
herents of Galileo were ordered to attend in the 
church of Santa Croce to witness his disgrace. 
After a short imprisonment in the jail of the In- 
quisition, he was ordered to Arcetri, and confined in 
his own house. Here severe misfortunes awaited 
him; his favorite daughter died; he fell into a state 
of melancholy; an application that he might go to 
Florence for the sake of medical advice was refused. 
It became evident that there was an intention to 
treat him with inexorable severity. After five years 
of confinement, permission was reluctantly accorded 
to him to remove to Florence for his health; but 
still he was forbidden to leave his house, or receive 
his friends, or even to attend mass during passion 
week without a special order. The grand duke 
tried to abate this excessive severity, directing his 
ambassador at the court of Rome to plead the ven- 
erable age and ill-health of the immortal convict, 
arfd that it was desirable to permit him to commu- 
nicate certain scientific discoveries he had made to 
some other person, such as Father Castelli. Not 
even that was accorded unless the interview took 
place in the presence of an official of the Inquisi- 
tion” (vol. IL, pp. 262-5). 

Draper adds that the Inquisition pursued Galileo 
beyond the grave, “disputing his right to make a 
will, and denying him burial in consecrated ground. 
The Pope also prohibited his friends from raising 
him & monument in the church of Santa Croce, in 
Floretice” : 

* Although the discovery of Copernicus was at 
first uncensured, and his book—which was pub- 
lished in 1543—dedicated t^ Pope Paul III., as 


‘soon agits views had acquire | some weight among 


"Streets; but never anything like Boston. 


He was accused of having taught that the earth 


nounce these heretical opinions, and pledge himself 


on the publication of his work, entitled ‘The Sys-|the learned, the suspicions of the Roman theolo- 


gians were aroused, and the opinion of the motion 
of the earth was authoritatively censured, first of 
all in the persons of Copernieus and two of his dis- 
ciples, and seventeen years later in the condemna- 
tion, the imprisonment, and perhaps the torture of 
Galileo” (Leeky, Hist. of Rationalism in Europe, 
Vol. I., pp. 280-1). 

Next week the learned historian, Andrew D. 
White, author of * New Chapters in the Warfare of 
Science,” will giv his testimony. 


Round About Boston. 


Boston has a history and atmosphere of its own. 
It is not like any other city. Its streets are cer- 
tainly inimitable. They could not be copied; and 
it would be impossible for such an evolution of 
crookedness to occur more than once in the pro- 
cesses of the universe. There are streets and 
As well 
expect the reduplication of a cloud in the sky. It 
seems as if each street expanded to every point of 
the compass. Itis not in the capacity of a sober 
man to walk them straight. However, we like to 
get lost in these labyrinthine mazes. We like to 
watch the people, and the houses and big blocks 
that present such a curious.and massiv array. The 
common and the public garden are always beauti- 
ful, be it summer or winter. The state-house is 
resplendent, and our prayer is that the wisdom of 
the legislators may never grow less; for in that case 
zero would be the result. 

There is a vast radical element in Boston. The 
difficulty is to crystallize the flowing spirit. It is 
vague and undefinable. Occasionally, in some 
fortunate moment, as when Ingersoll lectures, it 
flashes to the surface like an army. It is a delight 
to view the enormous crowds which then assemble 
as at a trumpet’s call. It is a display of wealth, 
fashion, genius, and enthusiasm, and givs hope to 
those who labor for human advancement in less 
ample surroundings. 

Paine Building is the object of my Sunday’s pil- 
grimage, and I am greeted by many a veteran cam- 
paigner and genial comrade. . The younger genera- 
tion is also pressing forward, so that the future is 
by no means a barren prospect. The golden to- 
morrow still shines before us. On entering the hall 
the following happy message was delivered to me 
with a shining greenback, better than gold or silver, 
since it represents the credit of a great people, and 
its varied industries: ^ 

BROTHER Poutwam: Tnelosed is $5 for ** Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” Let me congratulate you that 
vou hay helped to add to those years and knowledge. 
Success and good wishes from CQ. FANNE ALLYN. 

Those who know—and they are legion—the valu- 
able Freethought work of our brave ally, will realize 
the splendid encouragement which these few words 
giv in my labors and wanderings through four 
hundred years, where I hope to gather some of the 
brightest jewels of human progress. 

I was about half-way through my lecture on 
“Liberalism and Christianity,” when a youthful 
and fervent Christian interrupted me. I gave him 
full latitude of speech, for it was an agreeable diver- 
sion. It helped to illustrate the points of the 
lecture. I hope that Christians will often do this. 
They are welcome, and shall hav fair play every 
time. The gentleman claimed that he was a 
Freethinker. I admitted that he might hav been 
up to & certain point; but when he voluntarily 
or otherwise submitted to the authority of a Bible 
or church, then he ceased of his own action to be a 
Freethinker, whatever he might hav been in his 
intellectual processes before. As one can sell his 
own body into slavery, so one can surrender his 
mind to servitude. The audience was quite inter- 
ested in the running discussion, which brought out 
more plainly the matter of my discourse. 

After the lecture, with such jolly company as 
Washburn, Dr. Noyes, and Reuben Rush. I voyaged 
away to Revere on the seashore, glittering in the 
sunset; and nigh unto the editorial sanctum the 
hospitable board was spread, and there was a de- 
lightful repast, with plenty of philosophy, science, 
and Freethought mixed in. 

Retvfning to the city the domicil of M. T. Rush 
was thrown wide open to the Pilgrim, and here I 
spent the major part of the week with these con- 
genial associates, and it was nigh on to midnight 
sometimes before we quit talking of the great prob- 
lems which agitate this nineteenth century. Mrs. 
Rush, the mother of Reuben and Thomas Rush, is 
apparently as young, and is as bright-looking, as 
the boys themselvs, and takes interest in the same 
progressiv matters. Mr. M. T. Rush, the father, 
was a campaigner with Bradlaugh in the old coun- 
try. He used, however, to be a fervent Methodist 
and has:prayed for many an hour, but all to no 
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eftect. He fell from grace; or, rather, climbed out 
of it into the clear sunlight. 

Whatever the boys do they do with a vim. They 
hav a stand over on Broadway, South Boston, 
where beefsteak, mutton, pork, and poultry are dis- 
pensed sometimes at the rate of nearly a thousand 
dollars per day. It is a busy place. It presents a 
fine appearance and it would make one hungry just 
to look at the handsome outlay. They cooked for 
me one Of their best steaks and it went to the spot, 
with bacon and bread and cheese and coftee. It 
was & Square meal indeed. 

Wm. D. Rockwood, president of the Ingersoll 
Secular Society, dropped in after dinner, and we 
wandered over to his*banking house and took s 
quiet smoke, and passed an agreeable evening, with 
reminiscences of campaigns, and plans and prophe- 
cies of the future. Mr. Rockwood has stood at his 
post for many a year, and has never failed to do his 
level best for Freethought. 

J. F. Foster joined our forces of an evening. He 
is a persistent worker. He never givs up. He 
knows how to tackle the politician. He has got the 
thing down fine. He is making a brilliant fight for 
church taxation in the Massachusetts legislature. 
Something is gained every year; and, like the old 
guard at Waterloo, Foster never surrenders. 

One of the greatest pleasures of my visit to Bos- 
ton was roaming around among the old book stores 
on Cornhill, Brattle street, etc. I was trying to 
find something for my book; and in out-of-the-way 
corners I discovered much interesting material. 
My friend Ryan, of Woburn, was with me the first 
day and we had quite a roundabout journey amidst 
the musty volumes. I found many things in Bos- 
ton that had not rewarded my search even in New 
York. It is difficult sometimes to get just what I 
want even in the largest libraries. Boston is a 
good place for books. The old and the new are 
here in profuse quantities. The publie library is 
well equipped. Boston has given me material for 
my “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” which 
I could not find elsewhere. My trip in that way 
has been well rewarded. 

Tam also staying apart of the time at the home of 
the Tiltons, where there is always more or less a 
group of Freethought friends. Mrs. Lucy Tilton, 
the mother, at the age of eighty-six, has just passed 
away. She was the mother of Mrs. Angela Hey- 
wood and Flora and Josephine Tilton, a remarkable 
woman with a clear intellect until the very last, 
meeting death cheerfully, yet always enjoying life. 
She had not the slightest expectation of living be- 
yond the grave. The older she grew the more firm 
was her conviction on this point. She was frank 
and fearless in her mental conclusions. She was a 
student of facts. Her old age was as progressiv as 
youth itself. 

She is not in the grave, however. She did not 
want any Christian burial. The funeral services 
were plain and simple, expressiv of human endear- 
ment. The body will not be placed in the cold 
ground, but in the bosom of the eternal fire which 
is the emblem of progress. How much more beau- 
tiful is this disposal of the dead by cremation. than 
by burial. It is not corruption, but ashes mingling 
with the earth for fruitage still. 

It is always a pleasure to visit the rooms of Dr. 
Noyes; to enjoy the well-filled shelves where Free- 
thought books are in the ascendancy. . The doctor 
is an Infidel clear through, without a particle of 
haziness. He is on the clean-cut bed-rock of 
science. He is opposed to superstition in medicin 
as well as theology. He has just contributed to the 
Boston Journal a vigorous article against compul- 
sory vaccination, which will no doubt attract wide 
attention, being a subject concerning whick truth 
is of the first importance. 

Geo. N. Hill is still on deck, and the Investigator 
flourishes. I cannot enumerate all the friends I 
meet here, for they are many. Boston has been a 
camping-ground off and on for twenty-five years, 
and I hav been through vast and various phases of 
thought since I first walked its historic streets; 
and, whatever happens, Boston will be at the intel- 
lectual front. 

I lecture Sunday, January 14th, on “Spiritualism, 
Theosophy, and Freethought.” However wide the 
differences between these tendencies of philosophy, 
there are common grounds of action; and in the 
‘great battle with orthodoxy it is well to understand 
the unity of our aim. Orthodoxy is not dead, and 
the contest for civilization is not over, and we need 
all our forces for the issue. 

I now take ashort trip to Cincinnati, Chicago, 
and vicinity. It is necessary to do this. To the 
subseribers of “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought ” I will say that Iam nearing the end of 
my labors. I hav been hard at work upon it, but 
the material is vast, and it requires great labor to 
condense and arrange. Iam sure that my friends 


will be patient and giv me a little more time for the 
completion of the book, for I wish to do the work 
well. I shall devote all my time except what I hav 
to giv to lectures, which under the circumstances I 
must attend to; but the lectures will -not detract 
much from the real work of the book, but rather af- 
ford means of better information and helpful crit- 
ieism. But I want my subscribers to understand 
that I am doing the beat possible; that the book is 
growing to its completion, and when they receive 
it I am sure they will be pleased that much more 
time than first contemplated has been spent upon 
it; so that a truthful and manifold record may be 
given of Freethought. I find many things new, 
and I hope they will be new and inspiring to my 
readers, and help giv a nobler meaning to human 
history. SawvEL P. Purnam. 


Observations. 


A bill entitled an act to amend an act governing 
the distribution of certain printed matter through 
the mails has just been introduced in the national 
legislature. The act to be amended is the Comstock 
law of twenty years ago, and the amendment, as is 
generally the case, makes the original law worse 
than before. It proposes to exclude from the mails 
any newspaper or other publication principally 
made up of criminal news, police reports, or stories 
of immoral deeds; and all such publications as con- 
tain advertisements of cures for private diseases. 
It makes all postmasters judges as to the mailability 
of newspapers containing the above-mentioned 
matter; and they may not only exclude a present 
issue of such a paper, but likewise “future issues 
thereof.” 

The bill contains other provisions that hav no 
business on a statute book, but those referred to 
here are the new ones. No person acquainted with 
the record that Anthony Comstock and his sub- 
agents hav made under the old law will need to be 
informed what outrages these sneaking rascals 
would be likely to commit with the added power 
placed in their hands by the amendments. If en- 
forced, the provision touching prints devoted to the 
publication of criminal news and police reports 
‘would suppress some of the daily papers. The 
provision aimed at “accounts of criminal deeds” 
and “stories of immoral deeds” would make many 
historical works unmailable, for, as some one has 
said, history is no more than a record of crime. 
This is especially true of church history. On the 
face of it, the law appears to be leveled at publica- 
tions like that class to which the Police Gazette 
belongs; but who is absurd enough to suppose that 
Comstock would stop there? Who can be so gulli- 
ble as to be imposed upon by the pretended 
custodians of purity and morality? The old law, 
its movers professed, was for the stamping out of 
obscenity ; in pursuance of which object the agents 
of Anthony Comstock endeavored to stop the sale 
of Walt Whitman’s poems! Under the proposed 
amendment he would assail everything unorthodox 
in literature, journalism, and medicin. Clerical 
conduct could not be touched upon; the history of 
the champions of the church could not be published, 
and any person afflicted with a disease the nature 
of which he did not care to make the property of a 
gossiping loeal praetitioner could not be informed 
by advertisements where a cure might be privately 
obtained. Think of a man being sent to jail for 
publishing the news, or another for advertising the 
discovery of à remedy ; and think of the real crimes 
that go unpunished. A New York newspaper pub 
lisher onee declared that he was not ashamed to 
print an account of anything the almighty permitted 
to occur. That was a good defense, but the right 
to print, regardless of the almighty's connection 
with the event described, is a better one. 

Anthony Comstock has his place in nature. He 
has a scent for the obscene like a crow for carrion. 
While there are dungheaps, hogs will root in them. 
While dogs remain as produced by nature, they 
will sniff each other on the corners of the streets. 
So will Anthony Comstock and the vendor of in- 
decency be associated together. But that the crow, 
the hog, the dog, and Anthony Comstock should 
be allowed to follow the promptings of their in- 


stincts in the presence of clean people, is another: 


matter. 


One clause of the proposed new postal law closes 
the mails to every “lewd, filthy, indecent, or 
lascivious paper.” Now, it is true that none of us 
want papers of the character described in our 
houses and families, and to effectually guard against 
their entrance we forbear to subscribe for any of 
that class of periodicals—that being quite sufficient 
to keep them from obtruding themselvs upon us. 
But what is one man’s meat is another man’s poi- 


son; what some of us would regard as argument, — 


others would deem blasphemy; what the publisher 


might intend to be sound reasoning, by some reader 
would be characterized as vulgarity. Sentiments 
in themselvs edifying, helpful, and uplifting mav 
be rejected as polluting, while the journal edited 
with an eye single to purity of thought may come 
at last to be denominated as filthy. Some people 
cannot tell the truth when they see it, and 
call it scurrility ; and others, alas! do not recognize 
good English composition when they hav examples 
of it spread before them free of charge. 

These reflections are aroused by a letter just re- 
ceived by the Editor and handed to me. It is from 
the office of Dr. Musgrave, M.A, M.D., M.Ch., 
Dublin; 511 Bloor street west (corner of Borden 
street), Toronto, Ont., Canada, dated January 8, 
1894, and proceeds as follows: 

Eprrog or Tar Teora SrrEER—Sir: Your TRUTH 
Szrxer received. I see by the front page that it is sent 
to Liberals. Iam a Liberal in all subjects of thought, 
not excluding religions thought. But, then. do not for- 
get that Liberalism is not vulgarity, and that we may 
hay advanced ideas on social, moral, and religious qnes- 
tions withont eschewing all good taste. The English of 
your publication would forbid my subscribing for it. I 
should advise a little study of good masters in composi- 
"HOn. 

Please do not send me any more of your blasphemous 
cartoons and your incorrect and scurrilous letter-press, 
as my house is too sacred a place to be polluted by such 
jilthy publications. Yours truly, James MUSGRAVE. 

{Italics are mine. Observe the similarity between 
the language of Dr. Musgrave and the language of 
the statute. ] 

This shows what I hav contended—that the same 
thing strikes different persons with different effects. 
It appears that Tur Trura Srrkgx and Dr. Mus- 
grave hav collided. The paper impresses him aa 
vulgar, blasphemous, scurrilous, polluting, and 
filthy, and yet it is not so, as every reader can gee 
for himeelf. On the other hand, Dr. Musgrave im- 
presses Taz Trurx Srrxer as an ignorant jackass, 
and yet he may not be such. Perhaps he is an or- 
dinary, or just below the ordinary, muttonheaded 
Englishman from Dublin. It is his voice that givs 
him away, the same being unmistakably asinin. An 
old lady in New England not many years ago heard 
the yawp of one of these animals owned by a neigh- 
bor, and, mistaking it for the noon whistle of a 
factory a short distance away, made haste to set her 
clock back to 12 m., although the hands pointed to 
the hour of one. But this journal hath heard the 
sound before, and is not deceived; nor are the 
hands moved backward upon its dial. Had Free- 
thinkers corrected their time by the roars of the 
long-eared and long-titled brayers, it would not yet 
be sunrise. The world would still be waiting for 
the crepuscular glimmering of mental liberty’s lag- 
gard dawn. 

But Dr. Musgrave’s letter has served a useful 
purpose in one way. It illustrates in a very timely 
manner the danger that lurks in laws like those 
passed at the instance of the alleged suppressors of 
vice. Twelve Musgraves (and this country has 
millions of them), drawn on a jury and sworn to 
render a verdict according to the law, would convict 
every Liberal publisher brought before them, sup- 
press every Freethought publication, and send the 
editor to jail. Without Musgraves such a law 
would be obsolete as soon as passed, but unfortu- 
nately the Musgrave is not as yet an extinct mam- 
mal. Grorce E. Macponatp. 


Ar the Brooklyn Philosophical Association last Sunday, 
Professor Eames lectured on ‘‘Orthodoxy and Evolu- 
tion;" not ‘‘ Ethics ve, Dogma,” as announced. The ad- 
dress was mainly devoted to the Bible and God, and the 
speaker showed how orthodoxy had hindered progress, 
remarking that if it were not for orthodoxy we would 
hav acquired our present state of civilization five hundred 
years sooner. Mr. Henry Rowley, who had just returned 
from a trip to Europe, was presented with an order upon 
the Truth Seeker Company for $08 worth of books asa 
token of the esteem in which the association held him. 
Mr. Nichols made the presentation speech and Mr. Row- 
ley, naturally surprised, gracefully thanked the associa- 
tion and friends for the kindness on their part. The 
Brooklyn people are fortunate in having a young lady 
who occasionally givs them one or two piano solos on an 
afternoon. They are worth listening to, and, with the 


speeches, are ‘‘ right in it." 
ES AM a St a E 
Siscz the close of the International Congress, in Octo 
ber, J. E. Remsburg has filled nearly fifty engagements, 
delivering from one to five lectures in each of the follow: 
ing towns: Madison, W1s., Portage, Wis., Lodi, Wis., 
Hillsboro, Wis., West Salem, Wis., St. Charles, Minn., 


Owatonna, Minn., Jordan, Minn., Esteiline, S. D., 
Naples, S. D., Aurora, S D., New Ulm, Minn., Supe- 
rior, Ig., Castana, Ia., Lyons, Neb., Ponca, Neb., Tilden, 


Neb., Hooper, Neb., Summerfield, Kan., Hebron, Neb., 
Seward, Neb., Meriden, Kan., Dentonville, Kan., Wet- 
more, Kan., Eagle Bend, Kan., Beloit, Kan. , Elk, Kan., 
Hollyrood, Kan., Ness City. Kan., Hutchinson, Kan., 
Guthrie, Oklahoma Terr., Nocona, l'ex, Ft. Worth, 
Tex., Corsicana, Tex., Billington, Tex., Sherman, Tex., 
Atoka, Indian Terr., Caddo, Indian Terr., Paris, Tex., 
Rogers, Ark., Sarcoxie, Mo., Springfield, Mo., Yale, 
Kan., Nevada, Mo, , 
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Letters of Friends. 


Our Friend Passes Into Rest. 
TUNKHANNOOK, Pa., Jan. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Mr. Q. W. Crawford, one 
of your subscribers, died December 30 
from an injury received in his sawmill 
December 26. He was caught in a belt 
and thrown with a crash which mangled 
him terribly. From his wife, 
Mrs. Lonzsa CRAWFORD. 


“The World Do Move.” 
CazADERO, CAL., Dec. 80, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed ex- 
press money order for $5, one subserip- 
tion for myself and one for the free publie 
reading-room at Guerneville. Five years 
ago I wanted to pay for a Freethought 
paper to be put in the same reading-room. 
Then they would not accept it; now they 
accept it. The world will move a little 
some time. Henry F. Esxnris. 


Perhaps No Better, After All. 
Berron, TEX., Jan. 4, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose postal note for 
$3, which pays up my subscription to Jan. 
1, 1894. 

I would like to write more in regard to 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER, but I see there are 
so many that can write in praise of your 
worthy paper better than I can that I de- 
cline to say anything more than this, that 
if I was finaucially able to aid the good 
cause you are advocating I would do it 
liberally. JAMES HowonTH, 


An Appeal to the Freethinkers of Con- 
neetieut. 


Norwauk, Conn., Dec. 28, 1893. 
DEAR FnEETHINKERS OF CoNNECTIOUT: 
Now is the time to strike the iron, while it 
'ishot. Let us come out one and all and join 
in the work of circulating & petition for 
the taxation of church property. The un- 
dersigned finds the Protestant element 
and the clergy interviewed in favor of it, 
and if you will kindly send your address, 
the undersigned will by the next mail send 
you a petition sheet and instructions as to 

how to handle the question in public. 
Yours truly, James E. LARMER, Jr. 


Onthe Field of Truth They Quickly Rally. 
Lamont, Ia., Jan. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed herewith please 
find draft for $5, to renew my subscription 
to Tam TRUTH SEEKER and that of Fred. 
Field. There are at least twenty-five, 
and I think many more, in this place who 
are Freethinkers, and in full sympathy 
with the ideas advanced by TBE TRUTH 
SEEKER, but for various reasons they re- 
fuse to subscribe or to do anything for the 
cause, but as to myself you can consider 
me a subscriber for life. I would not do 
without Tax Trurm SEEKER if the price 
was doubled. Hoping that your noble 
efforts for reform will continue, and that 
you will meet with abundant success, 
I remain, yours truly, Ww. Quiox. 


Washington aud His Religion. 
Nuss Orry, Kan., Dec. 12, 1893. 
Mr. Eprron: J. E. Remsburg has just 
closed & series of lectures here, and he 
said that George Washington, the first 
president of the United States, was a Free- 
thinker, and Christians are pulling Barnes’ 
Brief History of the United States, on pages 
126 and 150 of which it is stated that he was 
caught praying, and that he was a Chris- 
tian. We want good argument or none. 
This was in 1878-9. Please send us gutho- 
rity to disprove if possible. 
F. W. EATON. 
[We shall print shortly & paper by Mr. 
Remsburg, entitled, ** George Washing- 
: ton: Was He a Christian?" which consid- 
ers the evidence and settles the matter.— 
Ep, T. 8.] 
Heston As a Maker of Freethinkers. 
Lowzrrn, Mass., Jan. 6, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: We all know of our Brother 
Watson Heston's financial distress, and we 
are all sorry for him; but how much are 
we sorry? Iam sorry $1, and inclose a 
check for that amount to the Editor, to be 
placed to his credit and forwarded when 
eonvenient. Irely on the good nature of 
our brother, Mr. Macdonald, to accept 
contributions for him. Now, if everyone 
that is sorry would giv what they can af- 


right. Our heavenly father won’t help 
him, and as to Brother Jesus, since he has 
risen nobody knows where to find him. I 
left word at my hotel out West if he came 
round I would pay his board for a week, 
but the bill was never presented, so I took 
it for granted he wasn’t out West; per- 
haps he is in New York. 

Now, if we would take heed from the old 
song, and work in Brother Heston’s be- 
balf, it would show that we appreciate his 
pictures. The Christians will all look at 
them when they won’t read a Freethought 
paper. I drove team for Uncle Sam a 
while, and there were five other men with 
me, all believers. The pictures in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER in a year’s time made 
Freethinkers of them all, including a 
stanch Catholic, who at first got so mad at 
one of them that showed up the Catholics, 
that he destroyed it. 

Giv what you can with a generous hand, 
be it a dime or a penny, for many can al- 
ways help one, I’ve heard people say, 
when one cannot always help many. 

J. C. BLAISDELL. 


Half Crop and Half Price, But Must 
Hav It. 
EAGLE, NEB., Dec. 22, E.M. 293. 

Mr. Eprron: Find inclosed a postal note 
for $5, for the grand old TRUTH SEEKER 
for myself and Herman Frank Walton. 
Times are very hard here, with only a half 
crop and a half price, but I cannot do 
without my weekly Bible, Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. . 

These are hard times for the unemployed. 
With plenty of everything in the country, 
yet there are millions of men and women 
that are crying for bread. There is some- 
thing radically wrong. The sky-pilot tells 
people to pray and hav faith in an imagin- 
ary God in the skies, who has no time to 
attend to the wants of suffering humanity. 
Men had better throw their God over- 
board and look after and improve their 
lot here, as men only are able to help their 
fellow-men, while God shuts his eyes and 
you are asked to liv on faith. 

I am glad that Geo. E. Macdonald has 
come back to his old love, as I was always 
anxious for his letters, for they were full 
of wit and wisdom. 

Yours for Mental Liberty, 

Orro R. BOESEWETTER. 


From the Celestial Land. 
Maoao, Sour Cuwa, Oct. 15, 1893. | 

Mr. Eprros: I hav to thank you for 
your prompt execution of my order for 
books. For the small sum of $12 Lhav 
been enabled to make a very goodly ad- 
dition to my library. 

Alexander’s ‘‘Dynamic Theory” con- 
tains a mine of valuable information. It 
isan excellent sample of the only kind of 
‘revelation " that is to-day worthy of ac- 
ceptance. What, however, I especially 
prize is the large number of Liberal tracts 
(Manna and Ironclad series), by Holyoake, 
Bradlaugh, and Watts, ete., which you 
hav kindly chosen for me, I should like 
to buy out your entire stock of these 
really valuable pamphlets. As it is, I shall 
take care that those I hav circulate as 
widely as possible. I would most warmly 
encourage my fellow-subscribers to sup- 
ply themselvs with these very cheap tracts, 
with a view to their propagandist useful- 
ness. 

As an English Secularist, I naturally 
take the very keenest interest in the Free- 
thought Congress. 

With sincerest good wishes for the con- 
tinued vigor and usefulness of your very 
excellent journal, I remain, 

Respectfully, 
Seems to Hav Troubled the Soul of the 
Preacher, 
Brocron, ALA., Dec. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: As I see very little in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER from this part of the world, 
I take it upon myself to drop you a line, 
lhav taken your paper fora year; I hav 
asked my newsdealer to place it for sale, 
but he must hav some scruples against its 
policy, as he has not done so; but I cir- 
culate it, as it isa paper which suits my 
ideas, as I am an hereditary Atheist. My 
progenitors on my father’s side were In- 
fidels, and on my mother’s side Wesleyans, 
and I can say for them that they were sin- 
cere and unobtrusiv, and if the rest of the 


A. V. H. 


Christians were the same this world would 
be better. Through my mother’s influ- 
ence I attended (in England) the parish 
Sunday-school till I was fifteen years old. 
Afterwards I attended Bible class twice a 
week till I left England, when I was 
eighteen. I often pitied the preacher 
when I asked him some questions, pro- 
ducing at the same time the contradiction 
from the same Bible, in which there is an 
almost unlimited number. I find very 
few Infidels here, but there are many pro- 
fessed Christians who know little or noth- 
ing of what is in the Bible. The Method- 
ists had large accessions to their ranks last 
fall, owing to a revival in Sam Jones style 
(chiefly appeals to the emotions, mixed 
with insults), in which they converted the 
superintendent of this coal mining camp, 
for he had lots of followers. 

I wish you to send me ‘‘ Handbook of 
Freethought,” **Age of Reason,” ‘‘ Infi- 
del Death Beds," and ** Creation of God.” 
I would send fora copy of each of your 
publications if I could afford it. 

JOSEPH STOKES. 


A Christmas Turkey from a Calvinist 
Converted to the Truth. 
Oh, Glory! Halleluiah! 
Has heaven come to earth! 
Will all the sons of Calvin 
Yet hav a second birth? 
John Calvin burnt Servetus 
Just like a dry old stick, 
But here’s a Christmas Turkey 
For this worst heretic, 
Sent by a son of Calvin 
My wornout form to feed; 
I thank the sense that conquered 
That old bloodthirsty creed. 
A dollar, too, came with it, 
These shivering limbs to warm, 
In this old wind-mill cottage 
That takes the winter storm. 
What changes! Oh, what changes, 
On this our priest-cursed sod, 
Since martyr’s smoke ascended 
To please a man-made God! 
A few more Liberal papers, 
A few more stalwart men, 
Worn out with life-long bearding 
The lion in his den, 
And Calvin’s god will vanish 
With Bible, priest, and hell, 
And all the various races 
In love and peace will dwell. 
Thanks to Paine and Kneeland 
And others living now, 
Who burnt the pious rubbish, 
And ran the Liberal plow. 


They sowed with hunger, weeping, 
The seeds of this reform; 

Then let us giv them glory, 
And save them from the storm. 

All Liberals should send me a ten- and 
five cent piece for my song, or $1 for ten. 
Liberal lecturers, by reading two or 
three verses of the song, could sell twenty 
or more in & meeting. Send direct to 
me and not trouble Liberal editors to get 
them for you. Write plainly. : 

J. HAKER. 


À Reward. 
New CAMBRIA, KAN., Jan. 2, 1894. 

On December 23d, inst., as Mrs. Abbott 
was coming home from New Cambria, 
some one in ambush fired a shot at her 
which passed between her and her horse. 
Last August she and our children were 
passing through New Cambria in the dusk 
of the evening, when some one out of a 
crowd of half a dozen threw missils at her 
carriage, and the children said if one had 
not fallen short of its mark it would hav 
hit our baby on the head. 

Now, if the party that fired the shot will 
divulge those that employed him (because 
I know it to be a conspiracy), and it leads 
to conviction, I will giv a reward of $100, 
and will not prosecute the party (which 
any well-informed lawyer will tell you you 
can do with safety). 

I will giv $100 for informatioif that will 
lead to the finding of the parties that 
threw the missils, conditions being the 
same as in the other case. If anyone will 
come to me privately I will tell them who 
the principals in this meanness are. The 
public will please note that in both cases 
gathering shadows were used as a cover- 
ing, when it is difficult to distinguish any- 
one at a short distance, 

Jonn W. ABBOTT. 

Mr. Eprron: The above article appeared 
in the columns of the Salina Union. 

Now, here is a chance to make a com- 
parison between a Christian and an Infi- 


del. Who has acted the most like the low, 
cunning savage of the Dark Ages, and who 
like the intelligent philosopher of the 
nineteenth century—the Christian or the 
Infidel? Which of the two has acted most 
“ Christ-like?” If you want any further 
proof that Infidel morality is superior to 
Christian morality, take the statistics of 
any prison in the union and you will find, 
even in proportion to numbers, that it is a 
hundred per cent in favor of the Infidel, 
notwithstanding we are constantly told 
that we “ ought to support Christianity on 
account of its great moral influence." 

I wish to notify the public of this 
vicinity that I will be in Salina every Sat- 
urday and take Subscribers for Tux TRUTH 


SEEKER at club rates. 
Joun W. ABBOTT. 


Colorado “Snaps Her Stately Fingers.?? 
Denver, Cor., Jan. 1, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed you will find 
check for $5, covering two years' sub- 
scription. Owing to the scare we had in 
this state over the repeal of the ‘‘ purchas- 
ing act,” money is pretty close; but, bless 
your life, not half so bad as we expected 
nor as you Eastern folks hav got it later 
on. Where we hav one idle man, any- 
where east of the Mississippi can be found 
a dozen. .The best thing that ever hap- 
pened Colorado was that samesilver repeal 
against which we protested so deter- 
minedly. Our state never knew what un- 
developed resources lay hidden away in 
her rugged mountains in yellow shining 
gold until the silver interests were para- 
lyzed, when, presto! the silver miner took 
an extra hitch in his belt, lit his pipe, and 
struck out for the gold camps, new and 
old, with the result that old holes, not 
worked for years and years, began to send 
out their golden treasures and new camps 
sprang into existence as if by magic, until 
the value of the product of Colorado 
exceeds that of last year, with gold instead 
of silver predominating. I tell you, they 
“cannot down Colorado, ye know," for if 
driven from one industry there are lots of 
others awaiting development. When the 
people are heard from and silver once 
more receives her due, the silver miner 
can return to his own, leaving all this 
added gold country and extra producing 
mines for other alway8 ready hands, thus 
adding to the population and wants to be 
supplied by the fruit and farming portion 
of our state until à home market shall be 
found for all within her borders. 
Colorado's showing in almost every 
direction is a magnificent one, consider- 
ing that from almost every other state in 
the Union comes the cry for bread and 
demands for work where none is to be 
had. Her resources are almost unlimited, 
awaiting such a crisis as the one just passed 
through to be developed, and to prove to 
the world that for the varied natural prod- 
ucts of the earth Colorado stands pre- 
eminent—head and shoulders above any 
sister state, and she does not propose to 
take a back seat either, but forge ahead 
through every impediment, great or small, 
and snap her stately fingers at all such 
puny, infantile panies as the present—or, 
to us, past one. D. D. Laxx. 


Did You Ever Know or Hear of ‘* Presi- 
dent’? Robert McIntyre? 
GnEzLEY, Cor., Jan. 1, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: For some time it has been 
reported that there was a preacher in Den- 
ver, Col., who had been an Infidel, but no 
reliable information could be obtained as 
to who said preacher was. It is now 
elaimed that he is the Rev. Robert Mo- 
Intyre, pastor of the Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal church, **the finest and largest 
Methodist church in the world." In the 
Great Divide for November, 1898, there 
is a cut of this church, and a sketch of the 
Rev. Mr. McIntyre’s life, by Henry Dudly 
Teetor, M. A., in which the following pas- 
sage is found: ‘‘ For seven years he forgot 
his mother’s and father’s prayers and was 
an Infidel. More than that, he was presi- 
dent of an Infidel society, and all his 
talents were directed toward tearing down 
the walls of the church.” 

As there was some doubt as to the truth 
of this statement, the inclosed letter, with. 
a stamp for an answer, was immediately 
sent to the Rev. Mr. McIntyre; but no 
answer Came, : 


i It appears from the above-mentioned 
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sketch that the Rev. Mr. McIntyre was 
born in Scotland, Nov. 20, 1851, and with 
his parents and a brother, ‘‘the Rev. 
Joseph Peter McIntyre, of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and a chaplain in the 
United States navy,” came to this country 
and found a home at Haddington, one of 
the suburbs of Philadelphia, where Robert 
attended school. The mother and father 
died, ‘‘leaving the son seventeen years of 
age, bound as an apprentice to learn the 
bricklayer’s trade.” 

The object of this is to find out the 
truth about the Infidelity of the Rev. Mr. 
McIntyre, of what Infidel society he was 
president, for how long, where it met, etc. 
Will some Liberal friend giv a true history 
of the ease in Tug TRUTHS SEEKER, as 
Christians are making quite & handle of 
this Infidel turned Christian? No man 
need be ashamed of an Infidel record, if it 
be true, and if not true, the sooner it is 
exposed the better. A. J. WADLIA. . 

Copy of letter to the Rev. Robert Me- 
Intyre, pastor of Trinity Methodist Epis- 
copal church, Denver, Col.: 

Graney, Cor., Nov. 1, 1893. 

Rev. Rosert Molnryre, Trinity Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, Denver, Dear 
Sir: The Great Divide for November has 
just come to hand, and on page 36 there is 
an article by H. D. Teetor, M. A., giving 
a sketch of your life, in which is this state- 
ment: ‘‘For seven years he forgot his 
mother's and father's prayers and was an 
Infidel. More than that, he was president 
of an Infidel society, and all his talents 
were directed toward tearing down the 
walls of the church." 

Will you please do me the favor to an- 
swer briefly the following questions: 1. 
How many years were you an Infidel? 2. 
How long were you president of an Infidel 
society? 3. Giv the name of said society, 
where it held its meetings, and the names 
of three or more other prominent members 
Yours Nux ub 


of the society? 
J. WADLiA. 


A Letter From Santa Claus. 
Oraner, N. J., Jan. 3, 1894. 

Mr. EprToR: You may enter my name 
on the list of subscribers for friend Put- 
nam’s ' Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Doubtless you recollect that I 
reside in the city of Orange, of about six- 
teen thousand inhabitants, about half of 
which are Roman Catholics and the re- 
mainder orthodox and heterodox Protest- 
ants. Iam about a half-hour's ride from 
New York city. My home is a little para- 
dise—all the paradise I expect ever to see 
here or hereafter. By here, I mean in this 
‘country or world; by hereafter, I mean 
back to the unknowable nowhere, from 
whence I came. : 

We hav two little boys, whom we are 
' educating according to the cardinal prin- 
ciples of science and Freethought. . The 
oldest goes to the Protestant school, and 
he has to come in contact with good little 
Sunday-school lads, who lie and swear 
and steal, and tell him all about God and 
heaven and hell. Of course we instruct 
him as well as we can, that there are no 
such places and never will be. We tell 
him that we do not know whether there is 
any God or not, as no one has ever seen 
God nor had any communication from any 
such being. We don’t know who made 
the world, and the sun, moon, and stars. 

Yesterday, as I passed slong where a 
number of little boys (young Modocs) were 
playing, they commenced whispering to 
each other: ‘‘ There goes Santa Claus!" 
So the word passed along until the large 
boys further on my way caught the inspi- 
ration, and they dodged behind fences and 
gates and trees, and jocosely said, in a 
voice but little above a whisper: '*Mr. 
Santa Claus, please bring me a present!" 
A little lisper spoke louder than the others: 
**Misther Thanta Tlaus, bing me sum- 
fing." Hence you may conjeoture that as 
no razor has touched my face for more 
than twenty-five years past, and as those 
youngsters perhaps never before saw a 
man with a long and flowing beard and 
moustache, they could not be reproached 
for honoring me with that euphonious 
title. Ikindly replied: ‘‘The times are 
80 hard, and money is so hard to get, you 
will hav to wait another year for presents.” 
"Whenever Ihav an attack of illness or in- 
digestion, I hav & hearty laugh at the inno- 
cent conjecture of those little fellows, that 
Ilooked like Santa Claus, or that he re- 
sembled me. 

But I nearly forgot to state that, as soon 


as I get a copy of ‘‘Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought,” I intend to call on every 
Protestant clergyman and every Roman 
Catholic father and prelate, and on every 
litersry and intelligent man and woman, 
and show them the book, and make a 
laudable effort to induce the people to read 
what has been done and what is now being 
done to emancipate the human family from 
sacerdotal bondage, to usher in that glori- 
ous day when every man can think for 
himself, can be his own priest or prelate, 
can do his own praying, and interpret the 
mysteries, the wonders, and the laws that 
are in perpetual operation round about 
him, without jeopardizing his reputation 
or character, and without fear of any pun- 
ishment by the civil or by the ecclesiastical 
law of the land. I intend to call on every 
librarian in the county and (book-agent- 
like) induce them, each and all, to pur- 
chase a copy, in brazen defiance of all 
their refusals to purchase. Every sky- 
pilot wil want the book to see what the 
devil is doing; and those who don't do 
their own thinking I will persuade to take 
a copy to see whether the father of lies is 
ghining territory and constituents, or 
whether truth and virtue are in the as- 
cendency. 

I believe in a higher and nobler man- 
hood and womanhood than any of us hav 
ever experienced. Iam down on delusions 
and superstitions and myths and sacer- 
dotal legends, which are taught to children 
as the inerrant revelations of the ever- 
living God. My notions of a ‘‘higher 
life," so much talked about and preached 
about, are to tell the truth and pay honest 
obligations between man and man. When 
a person cannot be relied on as true, 
trustworthy, and financially honest in his 
commercial intercourse with his neigh- 
bors, when his oral promis is not as valid 
as his written and sealed bond, he or she 
is fit only for treason, stratagems, and 
spoils. He can’t go any lower in the scale 
of being. I hate the infernal doctrins and 
lessons that I was once taught to believe 
as God’s eternal truth. I had rather be 
called Santa Claus or any other respecta- 
ble name. Orange is a real hotbed of or- 
thodoxy. Yet there are many, very many 
Freethought cowards who would gladly 
embrace all the precepts of any Free- 
thought organization if Freethought was 
not so very unpopular as it now is. But 
we are coming to the light of truth. 

.Szrzno E. Topp. 


Christmas Evening vs. * The Holy Sab- 
bath,^? 
CornuwBus, KAn., Jan. 2, 1894, 

Mr. Eprron: I will Cook you a medley— 
some hash—that I hope will be digestible 
and nutritious. 

Iam neighbor to, and surrounded by, 
the dupes and victims of Godism, priest- 
craft, and all® their concomitants. As 
against a lighthouse on old ocean’s coast, 
the winds and waves of religious hatred 
and bigotry hav been beating upon me 
here for twenty-three years. ‘‘The light 
shineth in darkness and the darkness com- 
prehendeth it not.” 

On the evening of December 23d I went 
two miles to see a school exhibition and 
Christmas-tree celebration, to break up 
the monotony of my confined and iso- 
lated life. The amiable but orthodox 
woman teacher unexpectedly invited me 
to open her exhibition with a short speech, 
which I made as well as my ill-health and 
impaired vocal organs would permit. The 
Church was crowded, and all but five or 
six were Christians. I told them (what is 
often quoted from R. G. Ingersoll as orig- 
inal with him; but I and many others saw 
it long before he did) that the time to be 
happy is now; the place to be happy is 
here, and the way to be happy is to be 
healthy, liv right, do right, and love, seek, 
and liv the truth. I then told them that 
the great majority of Christians believed— 
took it for granted—that Christmas was a 
Christian institution, beginning with the 
birth of Christ, which was & false claim 
and a delusion. Itold them that the an- 
nual time of Christmas was celebrated 
many years before the advent of Christ by 
(without any proof to the contrary) the 
ancient sun-worshipers. That they, by ex- 
perience and observation, learned that the 
sun annually moved from north to south 
and from south to north over a heavenly 
space of forty-seven degrees ; that at 


Christmas time it always reached its 
southern limit, and began to come north, 
apparently, but this appearance is caused by 
the earth’s real motion, and the changing 
of the earth’s axis in relation to the 
ecliptic, eto.; that then and there they had 
a sure promis of a crop for the coming 
year to sustain their lives, promote their 
growth, ete. They well knew, as we do, 
that the sun was the great and to us the 
only source of life and sustenance—light, 
heat, color, chemical, magnetic, and elec- 
trical forces, ete.; that to me it mattered 
not when, where, and by whom it origin- 
ated, if it could always, as on this occasion, 
make people kind, fraternal, and happy. 

I then told them that they had come 
there to hav a good time all around by 
** breaking” the holy Sabbath of the deca- 
log—the seventh ‘‘ day of rest;” the only 
day the Bible commanded them to keep; 
that Christ was a Sabbath breaker, and 
said that **it was lawful to do good on the 
Sabbath,” etc.; that this year, as Christ- 
mas eve came on the first day, in order 
not to **break" the old heathen Sunday 
that Christian civilization for fifteen hun- 
dred years has tried to make holy and sa- 
cred by the co-operation of church and 
state, they had to break the only true 
Bible Sabbath and thus violate their God’s 
command, ‘‘Remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy.” So I suppose it is all 
over this so-called Christian country, 
where people take the decalog as divine 
authority, but practically violate it and 
substitute our modern Sunday for the sa- 
cred (?) commandments of their God. 

I then told them that they must not for- 
get that all time isthe measured motion 
of the earth in.its diurnal and annual revo- 
lutions on its axis and around the sun— 
‘no space to giv details—that therefore all 
time is alike; all timeis sacred; that nature 
has no Sabbaths, no Sundays, no sacred 
days; that it was the same to me, and I 
hoped they would be happy that night if 
they were breaking a, to me, man-made 
Sabbath. I hav to omit much I said. 

In spite of all their falsities and super- 
stitions, they had a jovial, witty, joyous 
time; & spontaneous, exhilarating, con- 
tagious, all-pervading flow and reflection 
of organic, natural functions and life. 

Pnor. J. H. Coox. 


The Truth Seeker a “ Free Gift.” 
HieunanD, ORE., Deo. 20, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: In the community where 
we liv there are a variety of opinions. 
The disease called religion is somewhat 
prevalent; some hav it violently, others 
in & mild form only, while a few are not 
liable to take the distemper at all Per- 
haps they hav been inoculated. As pious 
folks tell their experiences in church and 
members of Tuz TRUTH SEEKER family tell 
theirs through its columns, I will venture 
to follow suit by telling my latest. The 
Missionary Baptists are holding a revival 
here. Being told that the reverend agi- 
tator proposed to explain away any reasons 
which any person could giv for not being 
a Christian, if they would write them out 
and lay them upon the pulpit, I forth- 
with wrote the following and had it placed 
upon the pulpit the next morning: 


Rav. Mr. Smonr--Dear Sir: Being in- 
formed that you wonld explain any reasons 
that any person could giv for not being 
a Christian, I take the liberty to present 
some: 

: First. In my humble and honest opin- 
ion neither the Christian religion nor the 
Bible is based on the principles of justice. 
I came to this conclusion from reading 
the Bible as carefully as Icould. I was 
told that the ten Commandments as a 
moral guide were sufficient for any man; 
everything condensed so it could be ca'rie 

inthe vest pocket. Well, I found that I 
could own as many slaves as I could buy, 
and marry as many women as I could sup- 
port, without violating any sentence that I 
could find in that highly esteemed docu- 
ment. Ialso found by reading the Bible 
that those so-called men of God whom I 
had been taught to believe were exalted 
characters were such criminals that if a 
man in an ordinary community to-day 
should imitate their actions, the best men 
would unite and hang him to the nearest 
limb if they could not rid themselvs of 
him otherwise. Ifound that the actions 
of the man who had such a claim on perfec- 
tion that he was called a man after God’s 
own heart, were most wicked and dis- 
graceful; his dying moments were filled 
with thoughts of hatred and revenge. As 
for the Christian religion, if I understand 
anything about it, its corner stone is that 


** Christ died to save sinners.” This looks 
to me like the innocent suffering for the 
guilty, and I, being but human, cannot 
get that to harmonize with my idea of 
justice. It seems to me that every per- 
son must be held responsible and canno 
escape the consequences of his own ac- 
tions. That being so, how can it be right 
for any other person to take or even share 
them? Another reason: I believe in tak- 
ing no privileges that I am not willing to 
giv; in other words, I believe in fair play 
for every man. I hav almost always 
found that religion avoids discussion— 
notwithstanding your tolerance in this 
case. I hav heard ministers of the gos- 
pel make remarks about men who differed 
from them, when there was no person to 
say anything on the other side, andI hav 
never seen one that would giv any person 
8 copy of their opponent’s writings, and 
ask them to compare them with their own 
and then pass judgment. Another reason: 
I hav never seen any person that had joined 
the church who could giv any definit rea- 
sons for so doing; therefore, I came to the 
conclusion that their conversion was 
brought about by a combination of excite- 
ment, sympathy, and emotion, and not by 
reason and cool judgment. I cannot ac- 
cept the Christian religion, because, grant- 
ing God to be an ideal of everything no- 
ble and grand, I do not believe he stands 
on ceremonies or exacts or requires them 
of me. AsIam aware there are some ex- 
cellent people belonging to the Highland 
Baptist church, I would like to associate 
with them in their good works, andI would 
be anxious to join it if stripped of its cere- 
monies and everything else that is unrea- 
sonable. I understand you did not re- 
quest the signature of the writer, but I 
never write anything that I am not willing 
to sign. SrxPHzN HuTOHINSON. 

The reverend gentleman preached his 
regular sermon, and then announced to 
the congregation that he had received 
such & communication, would preach that 
evening on the reasons why I am not & 
Christian; was sorry it came so late; he 
would like to hav more time to study 
it up. The crowd then moved about 
two miles to & creek that was dammed 
forthe purpose and swollen with the re- 
cent rains and very muddy, where the 
minister of God proceeded to wallow four 
converts to giv themnew life. In the even- 
ing everything was explained in the usual 
way with the exception that the reverend 
gentleman acknowledged that there were 
several things that he did not know. He 
did not know why the Lord gave such laws 
as were in the Old Testament, but he gave 
them all the same. David was a man after 
God's own heart only so far as obedience 
was concerned. It was right for the inno- 
cent to suffer for the guilty because it 
happened occasionally, and if we owed a 
debt, and another had it canceled, we 
should he satisfied, etc. However, most 
of the people thought he was badly stag- 
gered, but to some, such as were wallowed 
that day, if he had not said anything, but 
merely blown a horn, it would hav seemed 
to them sound reasoning. 

I notice in your issue of December 22d, 
that Geo. L. Pratt objects to political dis- 
cussion in Toa TRUTH SEEKER. As Ibe- 
lieve our liberty and success as a nation 
depend on the amount of intelligence 
that is exercised at the polls, and as the 
reading of those discussions increases our 
knowledge on those questions, I do not 
see why they are objectionable. If we 
could supply ourselvs with all the infor- 
mation we desire from other sources the 
objection might be all right. But suppose 
a man had but $3 a year to pay for news- 
papers, and he invested them in Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER, if guch discussions were 
not there, his information on those ques- 
tions would be extremely limited; on the 
other hand, could he read a column from 
such brilliant intellects as Colonel Inger- 
soll and John Peck, he could cope with 
the readers of all other political papers. 

I hav always thought THE TRUTH SEEKER 
reasonable at $3 a year, but since Brother 
Geo. E. Macdonald has become a regular 
contributor, I think the paper a free gift: 
Giv us more political discussions, and may 
your shadow never grow less. 

: STEPHEN HuTOHINSON. 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
-ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price. 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Children’s (Sorner. 


: Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for thts Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


A Wish. 


I crave not wealth or jewels bright, 
Nor fame or great renown; 

I only ask tha‘ higher light 
My onward way shall crown; 

That patience shall be mine alway, 
To bear each cro*s and ill; 

'That truth and honor be my stay, 
My joy, my comfort still. 


— —Áüo— 


Fathers of Noted People. 


Shakspere's father was a wool merchant. 
Christopher Columbns was the son of a 
wool-comber. The father of Demosthenes 
was a sword maker and blacksmith. Fara- 
day's father was also a blacksmith. La- 
place and Sir Isaac Newton were farmer’s 
boys. Kant’s father was a saddler. The 
father of Diderot was acutler. Samuel 
Johnson’s father was a bookseller. John 
Calvin was the son of a cooper. Sir 
Robert Peel’s father was a day laborer. 
Oliver Goldsmith was the son of a Prot- 
estant clergyman. Condorcet’s father was 
an officer in the army. The father of 
Alexander Pope was a London merchant. 
Robert Southey was the son of a linen- 
draper in Bristol. John Locke’s father 
was a country attorney. The father of 
David Hume was sa poor laird. John 
Bunyan’s father a humble tinker, who 
could hardly support his family. The 
fathers of Virgil and Æsop were slaves, 
Martin Luther and Robert Collyer’s fa- 
thers were peasants. Thomas Paine was 
the son of a stay-maker. Spinoza was the 
son of a Spanish merchant. The father of 
Robert Burns was & poor gardener and 
farmer, while Shelley’s father was a wealthy 
English baronet. Byron's father was an 
officer in the army. Benjamin Franklin’s 
father was a soap boiler. The father of 
Daniel Webster was a farmer in very hum- 
ble circumstances. Henry Clay’s father 
wasa clergyman. Theodore Parker and 
Horace Greeley were farmer’s boys. Pe- 
ter Cooper was the son of a hat maker. 

Madame Roland’s father was an en- 
graver, and Madame De Stael’s an emi- 
nent financier. The father of Harriet 
Martineau was asilk manufacturer. George 
Sand was the daughter of an army officer. 
The father of Lydia Maria Child was a 
baker. Susan B. Anthony’s father oper- 
ated a cotton factory in which she herself 
worked in her younger days. The father 
of Marv Somerville was an officer in the 
Royal marines. Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
was the daughter of alawyer. Also Mar- 
garet Fuller. Annie Besant’s father was a 
doctor, who died when she was quite 
young. 

The father of Daniel Defoe was a 
butcher. Thackeray’s father was an In- 
dian civil servant. Stephen Girard was 
the son of a mariner. Harvey was a farm- 
er’s boy. The Emperor Diocletian was 
the son of aslave. The father of Coper- 
nicus was a Polish baker. Addison, Cole- 
ridge, and Tennyson were sons of clergy- 
men. Kepler was the son of a German 
public-house keeper. G. J. R. 

Aitchison, Kan. 


ee pá——————— 


Correspondence. 


Braon Orr, O., Dec. 25, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I jnst got through 
with my dinner. We had a large turkey 
—it was splendid. I hope you had a good 
dinner to-day. 

Will you let me enter your Corner? 
This is my first letter to the Corner. I 
am fourteen years old. Igo toschool and 
study plenty of books. Iam a Free- 
thinker, of course; my mother is a Chris- 
tian, as many women are. 

I wish you a merry Chrismas. Good- 
bye. FRANK GROSSWILLER. 


[Welcome, Frank, and glad to enroll 
your name in the Corner.—Er. C. C.] 


S. H. W. 


Monts Vista, Cor., Dec. 19, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: AsI do not see many 
letters from this part of the state, I thought 
Y would write 2 few lines. 
Monte Vista is a small town sonth of the 
Rio Grande river, and in the southwestern 


part of the, state. It is quite a religious ! 


little town, and contains six churches. 
They are holding revival: meetings up- 
town, and several persons hav been con- 
verted. 

There are not many Liberal families in 
Monte Vista; but a few vears ago we had 
several Jectures by W. F. Jamieson, and 
it stirred up the people very much. 

Yours for Freethought, 

Lavra C. Mansox. 


[It is a pleasure to hear from such & 
good girl as Lanra.— E». C. C.] 


Moen, Nes., Dec. 10, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. Iam eleven years old. 
I go to school. Our teacher's name is Miss 
Mary Cronin She is a Catholic and is 
very cross. I amin the fourth reader. I 
study geography, writing. spelling, draw- 
ing, and arithmetic. I like to read the 
Children’s Corner. I go to church some- 
times, but I don’t believe what they say. 
My father used to be a preacher, but now 
he takes Tue TRUTH SEEKER. He was 
preaching one day, when he told the con- 
gregation he could not stay with the 
church becanse he couldn’t believe the 

Bible. I will close for this time. 
Tuomas REED. 


[A sensible son of a sensible father. 
But your father can still be a preacher and 
he will find many a good text in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER —Ep. C. C.] 


RocxvirrE, Ipa., Dec. 9, 1893. 

Dzar Miss Wixow: I thought I would 
drop you a fewlines for the third time. It 
bas been disagreeable for about two 
months, raining about half thetime. Our 
School is running now; it will be out on 
the 23d of tbis month. Our teacher's 
name is Miss Annie Keanen. My studies 
are arithmetic, reading, spelling, writing, 
grammar, history, geography, and oral 
elements. 

My father has been taking Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER for about twelve years. I think 
it is the best paper ever printed. I like to 
read the Children's Corner very much. I 
would like some of the little children to 
write to me. 

I cannot think of much to write, so I 
will close. Hoping to see this in print, I 
remain, Your Liberal friend, 

C. C. CARLTON. 


[Next time write something about the 
town of Rockville, the people there, 
climate, surface, etc.—Ep. C. C.] 


Hozoxen., N. J., Dec. 13, 1893. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: You will see by my 
address that I hav moved to Hoboken, the 
place where the pope has sent his blessing 
to all the people. But it hasn't done any 
good, for there is lots of stealing going on. 
We hav to lock up the smallest things, 
such as milk and butter, in the cellar. I 
and two young ladies, who are Christians, 
went to a prayer-meeting Sunday night, 
and there was an old lady who got up und 
said her house was full of Bibles and that 
she loves to read them. She said her 
grandson was dying, and he gave her a 
Bible for & present, which she would bring 
to Sunday-school and teach thelittle ones. 
Well, I was surprised to see an old lady of 
her age get up and talk so silly. Itis time 
some one showed her the difference, or she 
will become insane like some other Chris- 
tians. 

So, my friends said, ** Now, Hattie, you 
will pray before you die." I said, ‘‘ Girls, 
will you please tell me to whom I will 
pray? You don't mean -that unmerci- 
ful God of yours, do you, that sits up in 
heaven, and ean see some of his children 
murdered, some fall out of windows, some 
hanging themselvs and shooting and rob- 
bing one another, do you? Why, anyone 
in his right mind would never offer up any 
prayer to that kind of a god.” ‘Well, they 
did not know what to say. I said, ‘‘ Girls, 
I meant to ask you one question, if you 
were God, and had his power, don’t you 
think you could improve the world a 
little?” They said no, and asked me if I 
could. I said, yes, for the first thing I 
would kill the devil, so he wouldn’t tor- 
ment you any more; then, I would open 
the doors of an asylum, and restore my 
children to their right minds, I would 
then open up all the jails and make every- 
body honest, andI would not let any of my 
children starve and perish in the cold; 
but I would make them all happy.” I will 
tell you more next time if this escapes the 
waste basket. Your Freethinker friend, 

Harre THORPE. 

[Xes, the world might be improved in 
many ways. The trouble is, the people 
do not pause to think of the silly nonsense 
which they fancy they believe. Hattie 
would be an excellent Freethought mission- 
ary.—Enp. C. C.] 

ERES TN 

[We take this opportunity to thank our 
many friends for very beautiful aud sub- 
stantial remembrances at this gift-season 
of the year. More than all are the sweet ; 
and loving thoughts accompanying them. 


Gottlieb: His 


We prize them all, and hope to ever de- 
serve the goodwill and friendship that is 
back of every good gift and wish. Our 
friends help to make the Corner bright, 
readable, and interesting. We are grate- 
ful for their aid and influence, and trust to 
merit a continuance of their favors, so that 
our Corner in the future, as at present, 
shall be regarded as an indispensable feat- 
ure of Taz TnurEg SEEKER.—Ep. C. C.] 


A World Beater. 


SnoHomisH, Wasn., Dec. 30, 1898. 

To Tur TRUTH SEEKER Famur: If any 
of the readers of Toe TRUTH SEEKER, or 
any friend of one, builds boats or keeps 
them to let, I would be pleased to hav him 
eommunieate with me, as I hav invented 
a handpower for propelling small boats 
that surpasses anything of the kind in the 
world; can make from six to eight miles 
per hour with ease, and willstem the swift- 
est current. Patent is secured and I am 
now ready to sell staterights. If anyone 


wishes to know anything about my power: 


without conferring with me, I refer them to 
George E. Macdonald of Tue TRUTH 
SzrkER staff. He has sat in my boats and 
worked the power. It is bound to take the 
place of oars for pleasure. J. S. MARTIN. 


FREE cres sess OLD COINS 


National Coin Co., 
6m1 Clark 17, 832 Exchange Building, Boston, Mass. 
TAXE 100 PER 


AGENTS "MV PROF 


and more get sample free, best- 
known goods in ail America, *«0r- 
ets, Helts, Brushes. Safety Razors 
Curlers, Insoles, Pasters. and all our 
ot:erp»pulargeods. (Either sex) 
Address Dr. GEO A. SCOTT, 
542 Broadway, N. Y. City. 


16-page Illustrated Book 
giving dates and prices 


Books by S. ?. Putnam. 


, 


The New God. Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and Tis 


Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 


Price, 20 cents. : 
anderings, A New Ameri- 
paper, 50 


Universology. 

Waifs and W n 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; p E 
cents. "A prose epic of the war,rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to 
day."—[John Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, A Romance. '' The au- 
thor certainly has genius. The divine 
creative gpark is within him. The book is 
filed with manly thoughts, expressed in 
manly words—the transcript of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read * Golden Throne.’” 
Ed Price, $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus, A 
rhyme between the Nineteenth Oentury 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 106 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garder of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Tife. A. Freethought Ro- 
mance., Price, 85 cents. " : 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 


For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafavette place, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Çhristianit is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for #1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A conversation in 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price. 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


&ooks by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and. Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
ine Trade Supplied at Spectat Discounts. 


S THIS YOUR SON. HY LORD? 


+, Pascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
lieligion and Social Matters. 
Price. eloth, 81: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise. cloth, $1. i ` Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
et eae ae 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


] CONTENTS: i 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman The Lady of the 
Glub— Under Protest -Forthe Prosecution —AÀ 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery The Time-Lock of Our An- | 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient's Fate. 


Prive, paper. 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


‘ CONTENTS: 
Pieface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in C vart 
—Throvw . in Wi h the City's Dead -An Irre- 
spon ible Educat2d Class—The Moral Ke- 
sp?nsib liy of Woman in Heredity— 
Wo: anasan Annex Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in :t3 Relati ns to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divore_ and the Pro- 
po.ed Nati nal Law 
—Lawsuit :r£eg- 
acy—Common 
ense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read it 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


BOOKS BY 


PROF. FELIX £. OSWALD. 


fhe Bible of Natnre: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81, . 
Che Secret of the Easts or, Tho Origin 
of the Christian Heligion and the Significance 
of its Hise and Iecline. Cloth. $1, 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth. 81. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth e 

Adres THE TRUTH REEKRER, 


^6 E ofacaetto rlane N 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL SIORY, 
By Mma. E. . Barn. Price, 25 cents," 5 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 20, 1894. E 45 


New Publieations. . | New Publications. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPI TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua. Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


Book I.—PLEASURE: Chap. I.—Sources of Plea rey IL—M. 
— : . L— es oi Pleasure. Chap. II.—Materi . . d 
Ideal Pleasures. Chap IV —Social Pleasures. Cha, 1 Liber ea om PIE UR 
Barbarian and the Civilized. Chap. VI.— Genesis o religions. Chap. VII.—Christianity. 
Boog IL.—IwTELLEOTUAL DEvELOoPMEsT: Chap. I.—Purpose of life. Chap, II. -Material Pleasures. 
Chap, AIL Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. E IV.—Ideal Pieasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
Tical „Pleasures: Character. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 


poti 
Boox III.—MosarL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. II.— i : 
- Chap. Jd aerial Pleasures: Refinement. Chap. mey P Porn, 
" NS by Restraint ere : ipae: Chap. VI.—Social Pieasures. Chap. VIL.— Vice 
00K -—Soo1aL DEVELOPMENT: ap. I.—?rogress. Caap. IL— ion, itali 
Socialism: Respe stivly an Actual, an Imminent, an da Proposed Violon pit idad 
Rovereignty. hap. III —Condition of Agri ulture. Chap. IV. Public Schools, the 
Mons, Mone. Te el of socialism. Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 


: Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable i ni 
men who are in every way qualified as judges of booke: produokionwhich Raye: ogi tendered.by 


This is a spirited, rattling scrt of a book that skates right along over the j ith- 

out mu. h thought Whether the joo is thin o not. un Adel kn the Asa e deepest gubjec tmit. 
i :Ve, purpo:e, and summum bonum of life, and ther i 
—by ons Mord, Plea ure!~Thaddeus B. Wakeman, est cams and motiyeof progress? 

He sharply aita ks, al o, modern metbous of eduration, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne vut oy the facts, an i his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—New York Commercial Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writi ng about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with -ords for la.k of 
knowledge. The suthor deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. e do not see how anyone can re:d this book and disagree with the leading propositions. 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It is a work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the and. Thou- 
8i = a of ‘Sentences are. Tort of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 

ag, not only for its literar. ich i incisi : 
its bold housse saying D E not only r y style, which is clear anu incisive, but for 

Here we have puilosophy up to date, the advance word of the progressive thinker; nota dry, 
abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words upon tite conduct of life, and al iilus- 
trated with such an abundance of anecdote and meiaphor as add real entertainment to solid in- 
struction. This isan important book striking at superstition and unreasonable tradition, and up- 
holding individual liberty in defiance of g vernmental law and sovial custom. After reading this 
book one feels that the author will never be able to write another, for he has put ali his life and 
knowledge into this one. Every page bristles with points; there is no padding or filling in, no mere 
literary em ;ellishment; but clean-cut apothegms abound, and every line is dictated by nard. head: d 
common-sense —Capt. Rovt. C. Adams. . 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


JOHN E. 
REMSBURG’S 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 

For fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He. presents 
an array of testimony that is irresistible and overwheuning, aud which must put this question 
at rest forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty wi. nesses who claim that Lincoln wa, 
a Christiin, and which is reviewed ana refuted, ne adduce: the testimony of more than a hun- 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoin wa: not & Christian. These witnesses include 
his wife and other relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis mosti timate friends. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlargea . 

As a Missionary Document it is uuexcelled. Amor.; the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remsburg are: The Church and Morality; Crim.nal Statisi.cs, showing the creeds of the pris. 
oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Ohurch and Science; the Chureu 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the Caurch and the Antislavery Reform; ihe Woman's 
Rights Movement; the Temperance Heform; the Church and the Republic Price, 10 cents 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Ches:ing; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 
tion; Murder; Wars of Conquest ani Exterminatioa; Despotism; Intolerance and Persecu- 
tion; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Cannibatism; Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
ranco and ldiocy; Obscenity. Price, single copies, X5 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount 
on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 

ever written on tha Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. ‘ho 

uestion is dis.ussed under the fo.lowinz heads: Origin of the Babbatio Iden; the Jewish 

abbath; the Christian Seriptuces and the Sabbath; Examination of Sunday Arguments; 

Origin of the Christian Sabbath: Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 

the Middle Ages; tha Puritan Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reforme:s, Scholars, and 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: 
Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Wasbington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 
believers apne and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 6 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; pe. 
oz., 40 cents. 


Thomas Paine. Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 
delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from the 
aspersions cast upon it. Choice extracts from * Common Bense,” ** American Crisis,’ rae 

. of Man and " Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and Amer'ca, many of them written expressly for this 
work. Second edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing a 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. . 
An address delivered in Paine Hall, bef:re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 
29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 


RUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
For all the above works address THE T See pice Now York. 


1HE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Convenrs: The Chri-tian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


After you read this book you will beas enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


"Pleasure and Progress” has 8398 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel- 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 


Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayeste PL, New York N. Y. 


— THE 


FREETHINKERS PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHUROH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENZFI- 
'OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


SYATE. M 
the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
J 8 5 F ull~P age Pil.te's Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 
N . L3 : " . e$ p : $, n 
Illustrations é Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bodt; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL.. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
RJ ARTIST 


DESIGXS BY WATS N HESTON. 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


Mary’s Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory: The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul's Account; Bt. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


“A Digest of Science." 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: -———— . 

16 represent Uncle 8am and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Onristianity's Work. . 
2 us The Church Xtobbing the People. | 5 " Missionaries. I 
3 Me Thanksgiving. 1 ed The Lord’: Instruments. 
6 is Sabbath Laws. 25 s Bible Doctrines and Their Results, l 
14 " Children and the Church. 1 s The Church and Slavery. : 
a Woman ane ne Qhurch B : pe Priesta end Politics: 3 

" e Church an omas Paine. ve reland and the Church. . : : 
4 " Studies in Natural History. n i Church’s idea of Civilization. An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
3 - The Bible and Science. 1 sd The Uses nf the Cross. A . 
1 €" The Clergy and ‘heir Flocks. 4 s Unkind xeflections on the Church. structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
1 e Fist a) in Our Fenitentiaries, A r fersecntions of the Church, s 

* ‘Phe Atonement Scheme. 5 ome Allegories. i 1 
$ -- ape Atonement Scheme.” 3 dc. pe of their respective Environments. 
2 »n Prayer. 8 " Hell. 
10 p The Creeds. 7 x Miscellaneous. 
1 ys Christians and Mohammedans. } 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald bv us, oniv $2.25. 


A most extraordinary publicati n. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared iu this country, an it is very douvtful 1f another one lise it will ever again be pub- 
Jished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit cf putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price 1t world have b»en a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 

"signer is a wonderful success. and wa judge from our own f-elings that nearly every Literal in 


r H - ks , d 
America will desire a coy? of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers' Magazine. This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 


" Humboldt Library of Science,” the “ International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beingse 


Mr. Heston deserves ’o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethoueht,and has done fai hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures donot make up the whole of his volume. There aie nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
Matter that se:ve first as exp.anations of the illustrati ns, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
fai.ty of the church’s profe:sions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
book is one of tne best weapons against Christianity : nd the church tha‘ has ever been put in the 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Jo you wish to be well tnformedt THEN READ A CHAPTER OB VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SOIENOE 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to ‘* worth-ship" (worship) nature 
—1. 6., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. 
‘You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 2% Lafayette Place, New York. 
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HAND-BOOK 


OF . 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
P trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 


of subjects makes it à hand-book. AsIngersollsaid of 


variety of subjects include all the disputed 
cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, — 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. 


points between Christianit 


ess TRUTH SEEKER. 


SYNOPSIS: 


Argument Vitiates Itself B. Focossitating an Infinite Series of Designers 
ere a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
e Could Not Be Wise, for . 
His Processes Are Here ously Blow, 
They Are Egregions. astetul, 
They Often Serve No Use, . 
They Have Produced Faulty Mechanisms. PE 
IY. What Is Called Design Is Only Bubserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimaw. 
V. What Actually Did Oause 80-Called Design. . 


Astronomv and Design. 
VII. The Argument of a First Cause. 


‘ I. The Desi 
n If There 
III. If There Were One 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


^ BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Oe 


Price 15 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Remsburg's Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Boon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. a E 7 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln wag not a Ohristian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


NOTED. WITNESSES. 


==" Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon. Hon. John T. Stuart, Ool. James H. Matheny, Ool. 
John G. Nicolay, J udge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William 3 ayne, 
Judge Stephen T. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. S. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman, Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Leonard W. Volk, Joseph 
Jeferson, Hon. B. Washb Hon. E. M Haines, Hon. James Tattle, Hon. M. B. Field, Hon. 
Geo. W. Julian, Hon. John B. Alley, Hon. Hugh McGulloch, Gen. M. M. Trumbull Rev. David 
Bwing, Rey. Robert Gollyer, Judge Jesse W. Weik, Hon. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm. 5. Kelley on P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward, Hon. John Covode, Hon. A.J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D. W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, hey. Edward 
Eggleston, Bev. John W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln, 
. Mary Lincoln. ` i . 

R The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 

continent was a Freethinker. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Oloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
: 28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Just Out.—25 Cents — Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the fregi ent lapses 
of Virtue of the ministers showed how little value tianity 

ssesses to make men mor 
id We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


*$ Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years about 


1300 MENISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Moat of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tho weakness and 
the strength of the ehurch—" the church" meaning of course the 


nergy, n A 
_ Notwithstanding the pany 
price the same, 25 cents. Sen 
inen. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have : 

slused the World's Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


‘tings in this period is “immoral.” 
yeintings in this period is "immor THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


additional pages, we have kept the [és 
for a copy, and confound the church- 


Address 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 


to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 


Paine's "Age of Reason,” it enables someody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
and Hreothought, Price, 


HowTo Preserve Health, | “Yet fer Persons. 


Items of Piety. 

The following solemn items are from a 
recently published English book by Hon. 
L. J. Tollemach, entitled, ‘‘ Safe Studies." 
They are accompanied with & brief com- 
ment or two, a8 title or note. 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of. it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. I congratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 

Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. 


Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28Lafayette place. New York. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib.ral who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated.” In fact we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours weekly, and so.d nearly 
fifty copies ina month. The price is low; every- 
body knows the Old Testament stories, and 
nearly everybody would like a book applying 
nineteenth-century wit and knowledge to them, 
People lize to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
Testament tales has Jargely disappeared and 
okes at the expense of Jonah and Joseph and 

sau and Samson and Da-vid, and the other wor- 
tbies of unsavory reputation, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It seems to us that the book will sell at 
sight. It dees herein the store, Liverals out of 
employment d this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. 

Terias to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE QREATER DANGER. 

A head of a college at Oxford sent for 
one of his fellows who had turned Catholic 
and said sternly, **Sir, I grieve to inform 
you that by this deplorable act you hav not 
merely imperiled your immortal soul, but 
hav also incurred my displeasure.” 

Bare enough—wasit not the greater dan- 
ger : 


THE SURGEON on OMNIPOTENOE. 

John Hunter explained the structure of 
the knee to Paley [the ‘‘Evidences of 
Christianity " man], who said, ‘‘ This won- 
derful adaptation of means to ends is a sin- 
gular proof of creativ wisdom and good- 
ness.” But the great surgeon replied, 
“You little know to what manifold disor- 
ders this complicated contrivance, through 
its very complication, is exposed." Hun- 
ter held that the brittle mechanisms of or- 
ganic nature are evidence, not of omnipo- 
tence, but of limitation. 

A kneegation of omnipotence, as it were. 


Tar AUSTIN BROTHERS. 

These two brothers were men of extra- 
ordinary intellectual powers, but were pre- 
vented by physical weakness from accom- 
plishing much. Nevertheless, John Aus- 
tin’s writings on jurisprudence are very 
highly admired and valued, and Charles 
Austin was, until his health broke down, a 
wonderfully successful lawyer, and was 
always a most brilliant talker and a pro- 
found thinker. Their orthodoxy was of a 
fervency which may be estimated by the 
following instances: 

Tum CAMBRIDGE STUDENT on MIBAOLES. 

One of Charles Austin’s Cambridge 
friends being required. to state in an ex- 
amination Hume’s argument on miracles 
and to refute it, stated it with the utmost 
clearness, and added ** I hav forgotten the 
answer to this argument." 

For a good reason—there isn’t any. 

WiwxiwG on Tug Wrona SIDE. 

Charles Austin won a prize with an essay 
in support of the evidences of Christianity. 
But he afterwards said in hearing of Lord 
Stanley of Alderley, **I could hav written 
a much better essay on the other side." 
And in after years he regretted having 
thus argued against his own convictions. 
Tae Rear Kinp or Reuiaious Contro- 

VERSY. 

Charles Austin once said, ‘*The schism 
between the Greek and Latin churches 
arose out of a controversy as to the pro- 
cession of the Holy Ghost from the Son. 
This is exactly the subject for an ecclesi- 
astical dispute, as there is not a particle of 
evidence on either side.” 

True RELIGION. . 

John Austin was thanked by his clergy- 
man for subscribing liberally to a-charity. 
The clergyman took the opportunity to 
suggest that so benovelent a man ought to 
attend divine service. Austin answered, 
** I am too religious to go to church.” 

True religion is to keep away from 
church and do good. 


BRAIN = BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT. BETWEEN MENTAL, SCIEN 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 


to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 


1t is eloquent as well as convincing. 
Price, cloth, $1. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FoR 


Liberal and Bthical Societies 
for Schools and 
the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


. . QoMPILED By L, K. WASHBURN, 
Prise. $1.50. Tor sale at THIS OFFIOR. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Hineteenth Centugy Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Hor Daily Bread is the story of two young 

iris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, With a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. "The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 


" A good book written with a purpose." 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Tux Jua. 
* Bentham used to mark theological works 
with the syllable ** Jug," for Juggernaut. 


GRANDFATHER’s TALES. 

A grandson of Paley, having to answer 
questions in an examination on Paley’s 
** Evidences of Christianity," subjoined at 
the end of his paper, ''Tales of my 
grandfather." 


DIFFERED FROM JESUS. 
. Mr. Justice Stephen, speaking of resist- 
ing evil, said: ‘‘If the Sermon on the 
Mount really means to forbid this it (4. e. 
the sermon) ought to be disregarded.” 


Tse TRINITARIAN CONUNDRUM, 

Horne Tooke, professing himself puzzled 
by the mystery of the Trinity, was told by 
a believing friend; ‘‘ The doctrin presents 
no more difficulty than what I hav just 
seen—three men in one eart." Tooke re- 
plied; **It would hav been more to the 
purpose if you had seen one man in three 
carts.” 


HoBBES Drrinzs RELIGION. 
Hobbes, the famous philosophical and 
political writer, defined as follows: ‘‘ Fear 
of powers invisible, feigned by the mind, 
or believed from tales publicly allowed— 
religion. Not allowed—superstition.” 
Note the sarcasm. 


a ae 
Ir Lot's wife had been sweet she might 

hav turned to sugar.— Galveston News, 

EY 


WATER OF LIFE. Free Pamphlet. 
J. R. PERRY, Wilkes Barre, Pa. 
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Gems of Phought. | Old “Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated. 


CounBAGE consists in equality to the 
problem before as.—Hmerson, 


Goop character rests upon a record, and 
not upon a prospectus. —Zngersoll. 


MxsrERY-The explanation offered by 
ignorance concerning the unknown.— 
Minnie McIntyre. 


Tar true teacher defends his pupils 
against his own personal influence. He 
guides their eyes from himself to the 
spirit that quickens him. He will hay no 
disciples.—Bronson Alcott. 


Tun indications sre multiplying on 
every hand, in the pulpit, at the bar, and 
in literature, that many so-called educated 
men hay never learned to think exactly or 
to express their meaning with clearness 
and accuracy. And in this fact there is a 
hint for the colleges.— 77e Watchman. 


A RELIGION of effortless adoration may 
be a religion for an angel, but never for 
aman. Not in the contemplativ, but in 
the activ lies true hope; not in rapture, 
but in reality lies true life; not in the 
realm of ideals, but among tangible things, 
is man’s santification wrought, — Professor 
Drummond. 


Tug king of one country was angry with 
the king of another. ‘‘Let the people 
fight it out,” said they, and went home to 
read reports from the field. "When the 
war was over the conquered king owed 
many millions to the victorious one. 
‘Let the survivors pay it,” said they, as 
they shook hands amicably; and neither 
blushed.— J. D. Miller. 


As THERE is a universal law of being 
which controls all forms of life, from the 
aimless movement of the mollusk in the 
sea to the most perfect conduct of the 
best developed man, so all the varied 
activities of human life, from the move- 
ments of the savage digging roots to the 
work of the greatest artist with his brush, 
are controlled by universal laws, and are 
good or bad, perfect or imperfect, as they 
conform to the highest condition nature 
has imposed.— Clarence S. Darrow. 


Tae more insignificant gods disappear. 
The most conspicuous grows in comparatiy 
size, by the retirement of his rivals. ‘As 
the serpent of Moses swallowed the ser- 
pents of the magicians, so the successful 
god seems to swallow all other gods. The 
jurisdiction of the one God extends, too, 
with the political or social jurisdiction 
with which it is conterminous. The arms 
of the Mohammedans carried their religion 
into three divisions of the Eastern Conti- 
nent. The commercial conquests of 
Great Britain hay introduced Christianity 
into every quarter of the globe.—A. M. 
Lorentz. 


Bur there is a community that is not 
free—an army in the field. The equality 
and fraternity impossible in peaceful and 
industrial society may be approximated 
where men are reduced to one and the 
same function, where they become uni- 
forms and rifles, hav one purpose, and are 
made comrades by common conditions, 
regulations, and dangers. The revolution- 
ists’ dream of equality and fraternity led 
them inevitably under a military despot- 
ism. Napoleon took away all personal 
liberty, but he gave the French more 
equality and fraternity than they ever had, 
before or since. He organized them into 
a militant mass, a unit formed of equal 
atoms, an engin obedient to his hand. 
He ruled the nation absolutely; his ghost 
ruled it after he was dead—and is not laid 
yet.—Moncure D. Conway. 


_Tue ancient Hebrews vindicated their 
civil and religious rights under circum- 
stances of extreme difficulty, but, after all, 
as successfully as the Greeks themselvs, 
who, indeed, lost their national independ- 
ence two hundred years before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Has exile unfitted 
the homeless race for the enjoyment of 
human rights? They did not abuse the 
hospitality of the Spanish Moors, and hay 
certainly deserved the tolerance of their 
American fellow-citizens. Rector Ahl- 
wardt's slanders appeal to the prejudices 
without gaining the credit even of his 
most bigoted supporters, though there is 
unfortunately no doubt that the chimeras 
of the Middle Ages hay here and there re- 
tained their hold on the minds of besotted 
rustics. The charge of child-murder, as a 
religious rite, inflames the passions of the 
Danubian peasants with all the symptoms 
of actual conviction, and Gambetta may 
hav been right in suggesting that the 
odium laesi—the propensity of hating 
those whom we hay injured—has a good 
deal to do with the persecution of a race 
guilty of deriving its descent from the vic- 
fims of the holy Inquisition. Messrs. Ahl- 
wardt & Co, may remember the outrages 
Of their medisval predecessors and fan 
their own prejudice with the conclusion 
that the survivors must be thirsting for re- 
yenge.— Feliz L. Oswald. 


IT WILL 
MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

saae and His “Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, 


400 Pages. 2 00 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacritres. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall! Not kxcei, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, f$1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0QO. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.— $8. 
Price. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891......... PERPE] 
Men, Women, and Gods, Helon H. Gar- 


[2.12 PEPE TEE IPE E TETT Ee moe 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- "E 

rated........ MMC SERE 
Answers i Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- in 
: DPI ENIM 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck 20 

ictor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire........ e 10 

''heCrisis. Thomas Paine. lllustrated..... 40 

Babbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg.. .... «85 
avels in Faith from Tradition to Res- 

,, 80n. Robert C. Adams......... 25 

Strike of a Sex., George N. Miller... 95 

y Religious Experience. Samuel € 

DIVER NM . 

The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. 'T. E. Longshore............... . 50 

Issuxzs or 1892.— $3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights rd Man. Thomas Paine. Jllustra- n" 
ed........- foe cn tibee'g cin dinsione dees sae sae es 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 
.., den 10 
Bible Mor 25 
wful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
Pocket Theology. e x 25 
Why Dort God Kil the Devil? M. Bab- M 
cock,....., dius eise eis ETE PUN 
Liberty in ‘Literature. . Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lactures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

Proctor......... ccce eee eee ene e pgpneso n . 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. at 

ar ze 
The Holy Bible Abridged....,.. 80 
False aims o d 
Remsburg....... errr SES ees. 10 
Issuzs or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 

G.Ingersoll...... Ciesuesstegesesye aU P das - 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

. MADD... se vespere tefte 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings ....................... seres 28 
Resurrection of Jesus........... «e eese 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 3. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. $. P. Putnam.. . . ...... 25 
Desıgn Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

Tue TRUTH SEEKEB..... REM see 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 

obn E. Remsburg.... ...... Dues 50 
Pen Pietures of The World's Fair. Illus- 

trated. &.P. Putnam........ Rene d eos 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophécies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, vò 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. . 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees." 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Coi. R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, as far as we 
know, stands alonein theliving world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a «ouvenir 
not only of intellectua! greatness, but of artistic 
workmanshio. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 19x16 inches, and the 
price only 45 cents, post-paid. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABCOCK, Price, 15 cents. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, :.nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 

rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex: 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholica 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her " child of shame” was none 
other than the child of hcr priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries, By Wm, Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nung in 
these religions brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the " Master Key to Popery," 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
toevery American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system 80 invasive 
of privacy,.so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth. 

and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 

action. Price. paper, 25cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 


Sister Lucy aud Her Awful Disclosares 


Respecting New Hal! Convent, Bore- 

ham, Essex, England, Showing that convents 

are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

Price, paper, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 

28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


STU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. If is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the istian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The ge iarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon., It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 
ce, 15 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

38 Lafayette place, New York City 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution," 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WzEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order &t once. 
Addresa THE TRUTH SHEKER. 


PRECIOUS STONES, 
COL'ECTIONS, ETC. 


263 E. H. MoCREA, Albuquerque, N. M 


THE: 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH. 


Perfected, new model, 16 Jewels, full adjustec 
to heat, cold, and position. beautitul double sunk 
dial, afd all modern improvements; guaranteed 
a per ect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce Coin silver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, $80 to $85; 14 carat, 
solid gold, $45 to $150. Nickel works, $2 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches.— 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 Jewels, $7.50; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 jewels 
$15. finer cases, add us above. 

ladies American Gold Watches.—All 
latest styles.in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.50; 15 jewels, 820; 14 carat soli 
gold, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

iamond-set cases, from #5 to $100 more. 

_ All watches sent with written guarantee, kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for #1 
and returned free. 

Sundries. -Lower grade nickel watches, $5. 
$4, and $8. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 
$3.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 
Solid silver spoons, $1.85 per ounce; solid silver 
souvenir spoons, #1, $1.25, 81.50, $2 to $3. 

The Colonel Ingersoll.—Tea, $2.50; orange: 
$2.75; sugar, #8; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas only): 

“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 
50 cents extra. 

The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
enameled in 6 colors, small pins, $2, $2.75, an 
$3.50. With diamonds, #5, $8. Large, 83. 84, $5, 
$15. Charms, $83, #4, #5, 86, $7.60, 8'0, $15 820, B80. 

Diamonds, 2 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, atc., free. Ail goods prepatd (ex- 
cept knives and ferks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle:ned $1, aud returned free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Lil. 

P.8.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” free 

with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Sav where you saw this adver Vineland, N. J. 
IF-I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBEBAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fei- 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 20, 1894. 
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ZEKE’S JOSS IS OUT OF HUMOR AGAIN. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord God; I will even rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an over- 


flowing 
Aanbe 


shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in my fury to consume it. 
with untempered mortar, and bring it down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof.shall be discovered, 


So will I break down the wall that ye hav 


and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof: and ye shall know that I am the Lord.—Zeke, xiii, 18, 14. 


Deutfche Sreigeift-Biidher. 
Wier haben folgende Bücher in 
Deufdjer Cpradje welche fehr berithmt find. 
», Die Jerthiimer Mofes, ^ 
Cine fritifche Beleuchtung bes Pentatend für 
IDiberfprud) zur modernen Weltan- 


{dhaunng und Gefittung. 
von Gol, R. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene Q. Gardener, Preig 50 Cents. 
“Moderne Gitterddmmernng, “/ 
von Col, 9t. G. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. 
n Wunder nnd Wunderthater, ^ 
von John Ped, Preis 20 Cents, 


,, Glaube und Vernunft, “ . 


oer LE BON SENS. 
des römifd-Fatolifchen priefters Jean Meslier. 
Nach bem frangdifden Original überfegt von 
Sirünfetit Wina Knoop. 

301 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biidrer find in Papier Umfdlag und 
flaren Dru. Unfere Deutfden Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Ybdreffice, “Tho Truth Seeker," 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
half-price—380. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


18t46 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Agent’s profits per month Will prove 
it or pay torfeit. New art'cles just out. 
A 81.50 sample and terms free. Try us. 
CHIDESTER & Son. 26 Bond St., N. Y. 


| METROPOLITAN INFORMATION GONCERN ANSWERS ANY QUESTION 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. 


By B. F. Underwood....... eas.. s.. Price 6 cents 
The World’s Parliament of Religions. 

By Tenney.............. eset ee cae Price 10 cents 
The Gods. 

By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 
Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 

3 By McCann.......cccccceeeeee sees Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. 

By Henry Frank............... e. Price 25 cents 
The Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
Church and State. 

By ‘Jefferson’. ..... lesse Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. 

By Benwell... ..sesseseseseesecsoe Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4 cents 
Dwight L. Moody. 

By Susan H. Wixon........... s.s. Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 

By un Old Farmer................. Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. i 

By Ingersoll............ eese Price 10 cents 
Effacement of Christianity. 

By Holyoake......... Cagara e Las be Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. | 

By Holyoake......... eere Price 15 cents ` 
Ingersoll’s Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 

By H. L. Green.............. ees Price 4 cents 
Religion in the Republic. 

By M. A. Freeman............. es Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney......... een Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (Illustrated). 

By Flower & Wakeman........... Price 15 cents 
Jehovah Interviewed................ ss. Price 6 cents 
Cosmology against Theology. 
` By Vindex....0.......secceeeeeeee- Price 15 cents 


Audress iui LhUGH ich Elt. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 


Jating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents., 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshopi r8, 
or trying to induce the Deity to unde e 8 
erusade of one against the. Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. t 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. . 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 


Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents, 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 
Vicars of Ditis ace Pea crane of God. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


158 BIBLE EW YORK. Scientific, Literary, Artistic, 
SEND an E HOUSE REM MORK É EXECUTES ORDERS 50c. & Up. Commercial, Legal, Personal, 50c 
Among these are Rev, Dr. Gottheil, Henry George, Gordon & Dilworth, New York; Edw: Osgood Brown, Chicago. EACH, 


Music Free to You. 
We will send 163 Popular Songs, words and 
music, sentimental pathetic, and comic, ab3o- 
lutely f eeif you send 10 ents ‘tor three months’ 


: subscriptioa to American Nation, our charming 


illustrated magazin-. This music ino,udes Littl: 
Fisher Mai en, Ta rara Boom de ay, I Wuistle 
and Wait for Katie, Afser the Ball, Comrades, 
Oid Madrid, and 150 others. Bear in mind you 
thall have this immense quantity by sending 100, 
slver. You will be delighted. Address, AMERI- 
CAN Musto Co., 325 Washington st.. Boston, Mass 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonaz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

a "Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throngh- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . .Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—Where is now 
“afiastrated. Price, cloth, #2 

ustrated. Price, clo 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


A Popular Account of the Formatlon and Development 
of the Canon: i 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


OoxTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal, The 
Heretics. The Christian Oanon. 

Paver. 60 cents: cloth. 75 cents. i 


RELIGION NOP HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN, Price 25 sents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey fro 
: orthodoxy to pata Jor ams 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


JY ews of the Wook. 


Tue Andover Review, in its tenth year, 
has suspended, : di 


Ex-MiwisTER ZORILLA says that a repub- 


| lie is near in Spain. 


Jurres Simon says that the secret of old 
age is intellectual work, . 


Wurm J. PorrER, the prominent 
intern divine and editor of the Zndez, 
is dead. 


Tue New Haven railroad has obtained 


-full control of the Fal) River line of steam- 


boats. - 4 


=THREE of the chief of the World's Fair 
buildings were destroyed by fire recently. 
These included the Court of Honor and 
the Manufacturers’ building. Vs 
HYATTSVILLE, Maryland, the first single- 
tax town in the world, has adopted a new 
charter, much like the old one, except 
that the single-tax clauses are dropped. 


Russu's poor: were starving. last year, 
but the national budget had a surplus. of 
$50,000,000. More than half of this goes 
into the navy. He who runs may read. 


In. New Jersey there hav been during 
the past ten days two senates, Republican 
and Democratic. Doors hav been broken 
open and much bitter feeling engendered. 


Rev. Evanper MoGinvay, Presbyterian 
missionary to Siam, has resigned and with- 
drawn from the church. This because he 
holds the views for which Dr. Briggs was 
expelled, i : i ; 

A CarHotio priest in Vienna attacked 
a member of his congregation.and kicked 
him into the street. The priest was given 
seven days in prison for disturbing his 
own religious services, = ^ ' i 

Ivaty is stated to be **rebellion-ripe." 
News via. London is to the effect that the 
clericals and radicals are preparing upris- 
ings to. take place simultaneously in a 
large number of cities and towns. 


TanirF debate is on in Congress. Rep- 
resentativs Johnson, of Ohio, and Simp- 
son, of Kansas, hav spoken frankly for 
free trade. ` Dr. Everett, of Massachusetts, 
demanded free art and free literature. 


. A. Mernopist minister of Alabama, just 
sent tò prison for stealing a suit of clothes 
pleaded that he was called by God to act 
as he did that he might hav & better oppor- 
tunity to do good among the convicts, 


Tux proprietor of the Daily Mercury of 
this city has bought Daily America and 
will hereafter issue the two as one six page 
one cent morning paper, under the name 
of Daily America, and Sunday Mercury. 


Joun Y. MoKane and his associates in 
the Gravesend election frauds must stand 
trial, Judge Bartlett having refused to 
quash the indictments and also overruled 
the defendants’ demurrérs. January 22d 
is the date fixed for the trials. . 


BrnawoH Ersay, of Van Wert, O., died 
from the effects of vaccination. She suf- 
fered intense agony for several weeks. 
Nearly all the muscles dropped out of her 
upper arm. Many other deaths are re- 
ported as due to the same cause. 


AUGUSTE VAILLANT, the man who threw 
the bomb in the French Chamber of 
Deputies, has been found guilty and sen- 
tenced to die. As no one was killed by 
the explosfon an attempt is being made to 
secure a commutation of his sentence. 


DisrossEss warrants arein great demand 
in this city. So many people are ont of 
work that thousands of families are in 
arrears for rent. The judges are succeed- 
ing in many instances in persuading land- 
lords to grant their tenants extension of 
time. 


Maz. SaTonn: favors vesting the title of 
all church property in a board of trustees 
chosen by the clerical corporations. 
Those who favor this plan are bitterly 
attacked by the partisans of the old 
method, which vested such titles in the 
bishop. 


AMBULANCE surgeons J. R. Kelly and 
Albert Pettis hav been dismissed from the 
staff of Gouverneur Hospital for refusing 
to take an injured man to the hospital, 
They said he was drunk, but the fact was 
that he had a fractured skull and two 
broken ribs. . 


In the Senate Mr. Hoar, speaking to a 
resolution of Senator Peffer's, declared that 
there ‘* was no good reason why the publie 
buildings of the country should not be 
models of architectural taste, and they 
would be if the masters of the art whose 
handiwork was so much admired at Chi- 
eago were permitted to enter into com- 
petitions for government work." He 
added that **it was ridiculous to believe 
that one man or a set of men under the 
supervision of a government bureau could 
ever giv the country the results which 
would follow open competition." 


‘i a" 2 ‘Sy a a ey ee : 
bes ad EDEN VON ee ee EL Ye CP i a 


a $3.00 Per Year. 


"“Hnowledge came, and Teal oda a 
which had grasped the throat df 
human, ty and held tt in the dust- 
pain AO . Mankind freed 
YOTI e stupor of ages. "usc 
Ae Alack da drei nd a the pe it 
Saw innumerable glbbits rom whith ZZ 
ds thinkers swung, the scaffold still = 
gory with its hest blood, the smoke = 
of the dying fagots; and hailed 2 
with Shouts of jog the advent = 
of Knowledge “as the true saviour": 
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WHEN KNOWLEDGE CAME. 


TO NEW READERS OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest invitation to them 
ito become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. 

|. We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paver. 

Tur Trora SEEKER is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. 

“Fhe Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year to one who appreci 
ites plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. l : 

Tos TRUTH SkEKER constantly prints the most varied and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Public can be found 
in Taz TaurH SEEKER, and that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The 
Liberal speakers send us aecounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 
eause of Liberalism through the colums of THE Terora SEEKER. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of our movement there 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as will surely make every English Secularist living in this country and Canada want to 
read Tus TRUTH SEEKER. George E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns. As the * Man With the Badge Pin,” he is known to nearly all the Liberals of the country 
and we are willing to make him known to more. 

Tue Trurs SEEKER gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics 
upon the People’s Liberties. , = 

TuE TRUTH SEEKFR is devoted: to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human rights. It advceates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. 

The Sunday Question is now to the front all over the country. On that Tug TRUTH SEEKER will voice the demands of 
the Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
found so sturdily defended. 

' To sum it up, Tae TRUTH SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought journal in the world, and if you are a Liberal 
or Freethinker, you want it and ought to take it. We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and then decide. 
‘Bigots and fanatics, we suppose, wouldn't take it on any terms. 

SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 
-these offers, or send $3 for a Year's subscription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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The Moct Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 
The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 


It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 
It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. . DES : 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 


more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 


lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
, The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Scieuce. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman's Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau, Castelar. Mary. Wollstonoraft. 
Deseartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips, Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. azzinni, Lincoln. argaret Fuller. ; 
Comte. Tyndall, Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B, Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. | MatildaJoslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
loeal organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinetion in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, - Capt. R. C. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Franklia Steiner, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J, H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizar Wright, 


T. O. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a pieture of Freethought progress whieh will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey“of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 


possible moment. 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hund-ed Pages or Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 
Xt will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinke: 


can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements. with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 


.to make our friends a most generous 


offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tue 
Tesoru Sexes, and every Freethinker 
needs * Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all) and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF IMS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W., S. BELL’S 

Handbook of Freethought. » 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 


in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Ciub, 
Hg HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old Testament 
Stories Comlcally Illustrated,” or W, S. Bell’s 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
by post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
&nd wé want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be diffioult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 


Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, 

NEW YORK. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. m. HENNETT. 


E, M. Maoponanp, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription. in advance. ........ 
One subscription two years, in advance... 
Two new subsoribersB......... cce eee eese eee eee eene sensato n 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
tanoe........ m— 

Any number over five ‘at ‘the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent dy express company’s money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or dy regtstered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL.NOTICE.—We shal) be obliged to our 
readers if they wil! send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


; To induce new subscriptions and prompt rznew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $6.50 we will send Taz Taur SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tume Terura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tux Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tux Traurs SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura Srrxxs one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Taurum SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tuz Truru Szzxzr one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Teruras SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
` which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
triends to the values offered. 


The Colonial “ Blue? Laws—Il. 

Last week under this head we answered ques- 
tions of correspondents who wished to know if there 
ever were such statutes as are commonly known 
as the “Blue Laws.” “We quoted from Alice 
Morse Earle’s “ The Sabbath in Puritan New Eng- 
land” the statement that although “the so-called 
‘false blue laws’ of Connecticut - were 
worded by Dr. Peters - + - and though in de- 
tail not correct, they are in spirit true records of 
the old Puritan laws.” We then gave from Miss 
Earle's pages the records of numerous punishments 
inflicted under those laws, for Sabbath-breaking, 
non-attendance at church, criticisms of the clergy, 
and other theological offenses. Following this will 
be found transcripts of various laws of the early 
New England colonies. We hav room for but afew 
of those which were intended to enforce conformity 


i to the views of the orthodox lawmakers, but these 


we giv will be sufficient to show the nature and 
purpose of the entire mass. We find these intoler- 
ant statutes in Lewis’ s “Oritical History of Sunday 
Legislation.” 

In 1651 Plymouth colony decreed : 


‘Tt is enacted by the court that whatsoever person or 
persons shail neglect the frequenting the public worship 
of God that is according to God, in the places where they 
liv, or do assemble themselvs upon any pretense whatso- 
ever, contrary to God and the allowance of the govern 
ment, tending to the subversion of religion and churches, 
or palpable profanation of G d's holy ordinances, being 
duly convicted, viz., everyone that is a master or dame ot 
a family, or any other person at their own disposing, to 
pay ten shillings for every such default" (** Records," 
Vol. XL, pp. 57-8). 


Also this :. 


“ Enacted by the court, that if any in any lazy, sloth- 
ful or profane way doth neglect to come to the public 
worship of God, shall furfeit for every such default ten 
shilliugs, or be publicly whipped" (** Records,” Vol. XL., 
p. 98). 

In 1682 the same colony enacted this **ticket-of- 
leave” law : 

“To prevent profanation of the Lord's day by foreign- 
ers, or any others, unnecessarily traveling through our 
towns on that day: It is enacted by the court that a fit 
man in each town be chosen, unto whom, whomsoever 
hath necessity of travel on the Lord's day in ease of dan- 
ger of death or such necessitous occasions, shall repair, 
and making out such occasions satisfyingly to him, shall 
receive a ticket from him to pass on about such like oc- 
casions, which if the traveler attend not unto it shall be 
Jawful for the constable or any man that meets him to 
take him up and stop him until he be brought before au- 
thority, or pay his fine for such transgression, as by law 
in that case provided. And if it after shall appear that 
his plea was false, then may he be apprehended at 
another time and made to pay his fine as aforesaid” 
(** Records,” Vol. XI., p. 258). 

Other days also fell under the ban, as is shown 
by this Plymouth edict : 


** Tt is enacted that none shall presume to attend servile 
work or labor or attend any sports on such days as are or 
shall be appointed by the court for humiliation by fasting 
and prayer, or for public thanksgiving, on penalty of five 
shillings” (** Records,” Vol. XI., p. 258). 

Concerning Massachusetts Bay colony the his- 
torian Hutchinson says: 

‘Tn the first draught of the laws by Mr. Cotton, which 
I hav seen corrected with Mr. Winthrop’s hand, diverse 
other offenses were made capital, viz., profaning the 
Lord’s day in a careless or scornful neglect or contempt 
thereof.” (Num. 15, 30-86.) (‘‘History of Massachu- 
setts,” Vol. L, p. 890.) 

In 1646 the general court of this colony decreed : 


**'That wheresoever the ministry of the Word is estab- 
lished, according to the order of the gospel, throughout 
this jurisdiction, every person shall duly resort and 
attend thereunto, respectivly, upon the Lord's days and 
upon such public fast days and days of thanksgiving as 
are to be generally held by the appointment of authority. 
And if any person within this jurisdiction shall, without 
just and necessary cause, withdraw himself from hearing 


the public ministry of the Word, after due means of con- 
viction used, he shall forfeit for his absence from every 
such public meeting five shillings” (‘* Records,” Vol. IL., 
p. 178). 

Our present-day Sabbatarians are very fearful 
lest religious exercises be disturbed by people who 
work or seek recreation on Sunday, no matter how 
far the scenes of their activities be re noved from 
the churches, and in this they are merely following 
in the footsteps of the Massachusetts Puritans. In 
1658 the general court formulated this: 


** Whereas by too sad experience it is observed, the sun 
being set, both every Saturday and on the Lord’s day, 
young people and others take liberty to walk, and sport 
themselvs in the streets or fields in the several tuwns of 
this jurisdiction, to the dishonor of God and the disturb- 
ance of others in their religious exercises. * Every 
such person so found, complained of, and proved trans- 
gressing, sball pay five ehillings for every such transgres- 
sion, or suffer corporal punishment, as authority afore- 
said shall determin " (** Records," Vol. IV., part i, p. 847). 


Massachusetts Bay colony adopted many other 
similar ordinances relating to Sunday. Here isa 
sample of the local laws, this having been enacted 
by the general court for the town of Boston in 1679: : 


“For prevention of profanation of the Sabbath, and 
disorders on Saturday night, by horses and carts passing 
late out of the town of Boston, it is.ordered and enacted 
by this court, that there be a ward, from sunset on Satur- 
day night, until nine of the clock or after, consisting of 
one of the selectmen or constables of Boston, with two or 
more meet persons, who thall walk between the fortifica- 
tion and the town's end, and upon no pretense whatsoever 
suffer any cart to pass out of the town after sunset, nor 
any footman or horseman, without such good account of 
the necessity of his business as may be to their satisfac- 
tion; and ail persons attempting to ride or drive out of 
town after sunset, without such reasonable satisfaction 
given, shall be apprehended and brought before author- 
ity to be proceeded against as Sabbath-breakers; and all 
other towns are empowered to do ‘he like as need shall 
be " (** Records," Vol. V., pp. 239, 240). 

` The general court of 1667 ordered constables to 
“make diligent search” for Quaker meetings and 
when found, if refused admittance, to break into 
the building and seize the offenders. Massachu- 
setts Bay and Plymouth colonies were united in 
1691. From this date to 1760 witnessed a general 
increase in the severity of Sunday law penalties. 
In 1727 an act was passed forbidding funerals—ex- 
cept in extreme cases—on Sunday. It is significant 
that a strong movement in favor of the same re- 
atrictions is being promoted by many clerics and 
others at the present time, and with some measure 
of success already. The general court of the prov- 
ince of Massachusetts Bay repealed all the old Sun- 
day statutes in 1760 and enacted a new law, the 
preamble to which read as follows: 

** And whereas, it is the duty of all persons, unon the 
Lord's day, carefully to apply themselvs publicly and 
privately to religion and piety, the profanation of the 
Lord's day is highly offensiv to Almighty God; of evil 
example, and tends to the grief and disturbance of all 
pious and religiously disposed persons, therefore," eto. 

Among the provisions of this law, as summarized 
by Mr. Lewis, we find these: 

‘Work or play, on land or water, is fined not less than 
ten shillings nor more than twenty shillings. Traveling 
by any one except in extremity, and then only far enough 
for immediate relief, is liable to the same _ penalty. 
Loitering, walking, or gathering in companies in ‘streets, 
fields, orchards, lanes, wharves,’ etc., is probibited on 
pain of five shillings fine; and on a second conviction, the 
offender is required to giv bail for future obedience. 
Absence from public serv ce for one month is fined ten 
shillings. No one is to assist at any funeral, not even to 
ring a bell, unless it be a licensed funeral, on penalty of 
twenty shillings fine In Boston, however, a faneral 
might be attended after sunset without a license. The 
observance of the Sunday was to commence from sunset 
on Saturday." 

The New Haven colony Sunday law was savage 
in its Old Testament severity: 


**Whosoever shall profane the Lord's day or any part 
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article, thus declaring open war.on the hierarchy. 
The trouble between the Austrian government and 
the church has its source in the Hungarian civil 
marriage bill, which was approved by the emperor. 


thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
willmake the business work of the paper essier, 
and we ean continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comieally Illustrated," or W. S. Bell’s * Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
‘he other. Hither one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers ard single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 


of it, either by sinful servile work, or by unlawful sport, 
recreation, or otherwise, whether willfully or in a careless 
neglect, shall be duly punished by fine, imprisonment, or 
corporally, according to the nature and measure of the 
sin and offense. Butif the court upon examination, by 
clear and satisfying evidence, find that the sin was 
proudly, presumptuously, and with a high hand, com- 
mitted against the known command and authority of the 
blessed God, such a person therein despising and re- 
proaching the Lord, shall be put to death, that all others 
may fear and shun- such provoking, rebellious courses.” 
(Num. xv, 30-36.) 


In 1665 the Connecticut colony absorbed that of 
New Haven. Here is the Connecticut law enforcing 
church attendance prior to the union: 


Henry Rowley, the popular Liberal lecturer of 
Brooklyn, recently took a few days off and visited 
England. When he returned the members of the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, rejoicing to 
hay him with them once more, made up a little purse 
of $63, which they brought over to New York and 
put in the hands of the publisher of Tue Trurs 
SEEKER, to pay for books for their favorit lecturer. 
No more fitting testimonial could hav been se- 
lected for this studious Liberal orator, and none 
which would hav been more welcome to him. Each 
book will bear this presentation card, the free offer- 
ing of that prince of printers, Peter Eckler: “ Pre- 
sented by the members and friends of the Brook- 
lyn Philosophical Association to Henry Rowley, 


Esq., a8 a token of their esteem, January, 1894." 
—— 


The sore need of cash compels us to ask our 
friends to renew their subscriptions to. Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER at the earliest convenient moment. The 
“hard times” hay hit us, but we must crawl 
through them somehow, and we turn with con- 
The amounts in individual 


** Tt is ordered and decreed by this court and authority 
thereof, that wheresoever the ministry of the Word is 
established according to the order of the gospel, through- 
out this jurisdiction, every person shall duly resort and 
attend thereunto, respectiyly upon the Lord's day and 
upon such publie fast days and days of thanksgiving as 
are to be generally kept by the appointment of authority. 
And if any person within this jurisdiction shall, without 
just and necessary cause, withdraw himself from hearing 
the publie ministry of the Word, after due means of con- 
viction used, he shall forfeit for his absence from every 
such public meeting five shillings” (** Public Records 
prior to 1665," p. 524). 

The united colony adopted a number of statutes 
of a similar tenor. Non-attendance upon church 
services, traveling, work, play, absence from one’s 
house except for church attendance, going out from 
church unnecessarily during services, posting no- 
tices, or publishing them in any other way, were 
among the offenses prohibited under penalty of 
fines or confinement in the stocks. Whipping, 
the maximum being twenty stripes, was the penalty 
for non-payment of fines. 

These laws of the colonies are not of interest to 
the literary antiquarian only. An activ, aggressiv, 
and powerful party animated by the spirit of the 
Puritans is to-day at work in this country. It has 
won many victories and year by year its demands 
become more greedy and insolent. So far it has 
not openly asked that people be punished by fine 
or imprisonment for not attending church, but it 
does demand that they remain shut up in their 
houses on Sunday if they do not take part in relig- 
ious exercises. It does not very often say much 
about punishing heresy directly, but it clamors for 
the enforcement of existing and the passage of new 
laws which make it difficult or impossible for the 
dissenter to liv his belief, and it arrogantly says 
that no man should be permitted to hold a civil 
office unless he is * God-fearing." And this is but 
the beginning. 


fidence to our readers. 
cases are small and easy to pay, but the aggregate 
is large and we must hav it to meet expenses. We 
hay made such a combination of books and paper 
that everyone can get a get a good deal more than 
his money’s worth, and attention is called to these 
offers. Purchasing books will help us also. But 


please renew your subscription now. We need it. 
` — OO OO SC. 

Freethought is in the world, of the world, and 
for the world. It knows no national boundary, no 
racial limitation. It is inevitably opposed to all 
forms of intolerance. It wages war against eccle- 
siastical tyranny because tyranny is unjust and 
hurtful, not because the tyrant is an Englishman, 
a Frenchman, a German, or an Italian. It is 
wholly beneath the dignity of Freethinkers to sub- 
stitute epithets for arguments. When we make 
the name of the race or nation to which an oppo- 
nent belongs into a missil to throw at him we 
cheapen ourselvs, degrade our cause, and nullify our 
efforts in behalf of liberty. Some Protestant — 
critics of the Pope and Mgr. Satolli are guilty of 
calling them “ dagos.” This is infinitly vulgar and 
absolutely pueril Others persistently speak of 
them as “Italians.” It is true that they are Ital- 
ians, but why divert attention from their offenses. 
to their nationality? Is “Italian,” in itself, a term 
of reproach? Some of the noblest workers in hu- 
manity’s behalf hav been or are Italians. We want 
nothing to do with race-hatreds and national antip- 
athies. These, next after religious jealousies, are 
the chief curses of the world. Nothing could be 
more trifling and less worthy of the noble mission 
of Freethought than sneers about the diet, dress, 
and other personal or national peculiarities of any 
people. The true cosmopolitan does not stare at 
and jeer the stranger in unconventional garb. 
That incivility is monopolized by street gamins an 
provincials. , 


premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Tug Trurs Srrxer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


Our Protestant brethren are not likely to soon 
hear the last about the folly of “revising” the 
inerrant * word of God.” Here is the latest cut of 
the lash of criticism. It is from the Catholic Re- 
view: “The Christian at Work is positiv that if 
modern scholarship has demonstrated anything, it 
is that the Vulgate at best is a poor translation, 
full of errors, transcribed by imperfect copyists, 
and wholly untrustworthy. How does it happen, 
then, that the revised version of the Bible, made re- 
cently by the best Protestant Biblical scholars in 
the world, is much nearer the Vulgate in almost all 
disputed passages than was the King James’ edi- 
tion ?” 


—<-—_ 


Wanted—New Subscribers. 


We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of THz Trurn Seexer. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. Ihe church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
are & hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 


The lower house of the Ohio legislature recently 
voted down by a vote of 29 to 38 a motion to pay 
a chaplain two dollars per day for prayers. The 
Cleveland Evening Post says that “Mr. Brittain 
made a savage argument in opposition to the prop- 
osition,” and that “ Mr. Locke of Madison and Mr. 
Heinlein of Belmont fired a number of questions 
not germane to the subject at the author of the res- 
olution, treating a pious matter in a very impious 


hay obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
. all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: ‘ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 


manner.” It is probable that Mr. Brittain’s argu- 
ment is called “savage” because it contained a 
number of wholesome truths. As to the alleged 
impiety of the other gentlemen— well, some editors 
are not able to distinguish between loyal defense 
of religious liberty and “ blasphemy.” 


The Deutsch Zeitung, of Vienna, had recently an 
article, said to hav been inspired by a high prelate, 
which contained this: 


“It is perfectly true that the relations between the 
Vatican and the Austrian court are strained. The meet- 
ing at Monza between the emperors of Germany and 
Austria has done much to bring about this deplorable 
state of affairs. Austria must inevitably fall, unless 
proper respect is shown to his holiness, and the emperor 
should not forget his duty toward the Holy See.” 


Whereupon the Hungarian states-attorney seized 
the number of the paper containing the offensiv 


Now and then a man with a mind of his own gets 
on a trial jury, sedulously as the law guards against 
such a catastrophe. Such happened to be the case 


in this city the other day. Our Atheist friend, 


David Rousseau, electrician, inventor of the electri- 


cal block signal system in use in the tunnel of the 


ew York Central and Hudson River Railroad 
north of Forty-second street, and erstwhile commo- 


dore of the Knickerbocker Yacht Club, was on the’ 


jury in Recorder Smyth’s court which had in charge 
the case of a young barber who had cut another 
youth with a razor in self-defense. Mr. Rousseau 
was for acquittal and the other jurors for ‘convic- 


tion, largely, it would seem, because they were in a. 


hurry to get to lunch. Fourteen ballots were 
taken without any change in the vote, so Mr. 
Rousseau’s intelligent associates asked that the 
ury be discharged, which was done. Then they 
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presented to Assistant District Attorney O'Hare 
what they said was a list of the reasons Mr. Rous- 
seau had given for refusing to agree to conviction. 
They said he was a Populist, Anarchist, and Social- 
ist. Also, a woman suffragist. They also said that 
he believes men and women should liv on hay and 
grass, like animals. This because he had said that 
he considered a vegetarian diet the best. Of course 
no animals eat meat! They had charged him with 
being an Atheist. In an interview he says of this: 

‘‘The juror who I think wrote the letter also twitted 
me with being an Atheist and not having a regard for an 
oath, ‘I am an Atheist,’ I said, ‘as are also many of the 
great men of the world. Isuppose you believe that if 
you disregard an oath you will roast forever in hell If 
you find any pleasure in that belief youare welcome to it. 
I don't believe it, but I prefer to keep the obligation I 
took when I affirmed, and prefer to remain upon good 
terms with myself." 

It is safe to say that Mr. Rousseau was the most 
intelligent man on that jury, and the best qualified 
to judge as to the value of the evidence offered. 


Next week we giv the third and last installment 
of the article on Parochial Schools. Those of the 
subjects promised for this week which are crowded 
out by lack of space will then appear. The investi- 
gation gains in interest and value as. it is pushed, 
and we are sure that Freethinkers will be glad that 
‘we hav so developed the subject. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 


I find it quite refreshing to lay off once in awhile 
from my task, and indulge in the pleasure of read- 
ing the friendly correspondence that comes to my 
desk; and as I cannot yet giv the book to the world, 
I think that my subscribers would enjoy as well as 
myself the prospects of success as shown in these 
communications. It would be pretty difficult to 
write this book without such encouragement, both 
mental and material, which Ireceive. The progress 
of the last four hundred years is so great and won- 
derful that its results bring into consideration 
almost the whole history of the world. Astronomy, 
geology, and evolution hav so radically changed 
men’s ideas of the past that there is opened up a 
new field of research and “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought” becomes in a manner a record of the 
whole universe. I am glad that my friends do not 
hurry me up; but on the contrary are ready to giv 
me plenty of time. I shall take the advice given in 
some of the following letters. 


SuxaPEE, N. H., Dec. 21, 1893. 
Brotnser PurNAM: This note is simply to cheer you in 
the midst of the big job you hav on hand— your *'* Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” If I could be put back 
twenty-five years, I might then express the wish that I 
could be at your elbow a part of the time, to aid yous 
little in the drudgery part of the huge undertaking, but 
‘about all Ican with proprietry do now, at a distance, is to 
giv you perhaps what you don’t need, a little friendly 
advice. Take time, Brother Putnam, take time, Do not 
hurry on that work, for, as I regard it, it will be your 
monument. 
** Whatever is worth doing, is worth doing well." and 
although much of your matter is already before you in 
` the works and lives of the great pioneers of Freethought, 
yet the book in its makeup should, and no doubt will, 
take on the condensed vigor of your well-known style. 
W. C. Sruroo. 
Here is another: 
Boston, Mass., Nov. 12, 1898, 
Dear Frinn PurNAM: Iam looking for the time when 
you will hav your great book, **Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” ready for delivery, but still I would rather 
wait until you had ample time to do full justice to the 
great cause, knowing you are competent to make it the 
greatest Freethought work of the century. As it takes 
time, money, and labor, and as those who devote them- 
selvs to an unpopular cause hav to make great sacrifice, 
T take pleasure in inclosing $5 for the work, hoping that 
 Freethinkers all over the land will stand shoulder to 
shoulder to you; and wishing the greatest suecegs to the 
book, I remain, Yours respectfully, M. F. Ross. 


The following is from C. C. Fisk: 

Minrorp, Mass., Jan. 1, 1894. 

Mr. SAwuzn P. PurwAM, Dear Sir: I will inclose a 
a check for five dollars for a subscription to your book, 
‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” as soon as pub- 
lished. 

Tt looks to me now that the Freethought Federation of 
America is an excellent thing, and I shall join it when I 
come to New York next spring. Woman suffrage ought 
to be added to the Nine Demands of Liberalism, because 
it is their rigAd, and it is wrong to keep them away from 
the polls; although superstition might flourish more than 
it does now—as I think it would—we ought to add this 
demand to our platform before the church gets the start 
of us. 

Wishing you and the Editor of Tae TRUTH SEEKER a 
Happy New Year, lam, ‘Yours truly, C. C. Fisk. 

I giv another from Chas. F. Blackburn: 

SEATTLE, WAsH., Deo. 29, 1893. 

Mr. SAwvEgnL PurNAM, Dear Sir: Please put my name 
on the list for a copy of ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 

- thought.” I am with you from the very ‘bed rock’ 
. right up through the elouds into the clear light of mental 
liberty. : 


., You are doinga grand, good work, and Iam sure human- 
ity will ever feel grateful for the authorship of so noble 
a work. '*Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” con- 
densed as you know how, wil be a splendid tool with 
which to emolish the false structures of superstition, 
and as our world is cursed with supernatural doctrins, a 
keen-cutting implement is needed with which to clear the 
track for progress, science, and reason. 
Yours truly, Omas. F. BLACKBURN. 


While from the Capital come these encouraging 
words: 


: Wasnineton, D. OC. 

8. P. Purnam, Dear Sir: For some time I hav been 
thinking to write you, but my time has been so employed 
that I hav put it off again and again, and still no letter to 
you. I want especially to express my gratification and 
pleasure in the knowledge that you are preparing so val- 
uable and important a contribution to the Freethought 
literature of the last four hundred years as the work you 
are now engaged upon must unquestionably be. 

lt had been my intention to see you and others of our 
Liberal friends at Chicago, but in this I was disappointed. 
I did not get to Chicago at all. That Congress must hav 
been a grand occasion, as affording opportunity to giv the 


greatest of all modern questions—the question of the | 


overthrow of the religious superstition and theological 
humbuggery of the world—a positiv advance move, an im- 
petus which no other occasion could possibly afford. 
A.J. BOYER. 
These letters from veterans and pioneers in the 


field of Freethought who hav been engaged in the 
work themselvs for many years and who understand 
what it is—these and many other letters of a like 
tenor enable me to burn the “ midnight oil" with 
courage and enthusiasm, and follow the march 
of human thought to its most glorious victories. 
Saxvzxz P. Purnam. 


Freethought Progress. 


When a ‘‘miraculous” picture of the ‘‘virgin and 
child” appeared on the glass of a window in a church at 
Canton, Minn., and the sick and infirm pious began to 
make pilgrimages to the place, Archbishop Ireland sent 
a scientific expert to examin the window. The expert 
found that a photographer had ‘‘ subjected the pane of 
glass to a kind of treatment, under which, by means of a 
certain apparatus, the images were made to appear upon 
it." A number of other men in Canton were associated 
with the photographer, and they had all hoped to make 
money out of the scheme. Ireland put a stop to further 
exhibition of the window. The Medical World, after 
quoting the New York Medical Record’s account of the 
delusion, says: ‘‘ Such would be the outcome of aboutall 
the ‘supernatural’ stuff and nonsense, if it were sub- 
mitted to scientific test." But it was some other agency 
than the parochial school which enlightened the world 
sufficiently to make it possible for Archbishop Ireland to 
employ a scientific expert to determin the character of an 
alleged church miracle. Don’t forget that. °...:  ‘‘In 
the few pronouncements Christ makes on biblical ques- 
tions, he takes those very views to which orthodoxy has 
ever clung, but which critical science now shows to be 
untenable."— Westminster Review. The Mid- 
winter Fair at San Francisco is open on Sunday. The 
Fair being a purely private enterprise and California not 
being cursed with a Sunday law it was not difficult to 
keep it open. The non-conformist farmers in the 
Penrhyn district in Wales hav organized to resist the 
payment of the tithes due the clergy of the Church of 
England. This will probably result in the disestablish- 
ment of the Welsh church. *.*.° W. B. Thompson, sec- 
retary of the Chatham Branch of the National Secular 
Society, has been elected to third place on the Gillingham 
School Board. Mr. Morris, who was elected with him, 
said in a sermon during the canvass that ** he would not 
speak of Atheists and Infidels. He would not insult his 
hearers by warning them against the candidature of an 
awowed Atheist, a blasphemer of their God. Indelible 
disgrace would fall upon their church and parish if the 
election of such were possible. He would pass over it as 
an impossible event.” 


Fifty-four thousand voters in Switzerland hav petitioned 
that the Swiss delegation to the Universal Peace Congress 
be given an official character, and that the Peace bureau 
1n Berne receive state aid. 


We are the recipient of the Canada Revue, & very able 
journal, which we can heartily recommend to our French- 
reading Subscribers. It is an organ of liberty and in its 
scholarly articles it shows no respect for ancient institu- 
tions merely because they are ancient, It is published in 
Montreal, 312 rue Craig. Thomas Paine is to hav 
a monumental tablet in Paris. It will be placed on the 
house he occupied while in that city. The municipal 
councillor likewise proposed to name a square after 
him. Paris is in France, not in the United States. 


Viktor E. Lennstrand has resumed the editorial duties 
of Fritankaren. 


Times are hard in Holland; at least, the church thinks 
so. At a recent auction of seats in the church of St. 
Anna three giilden only were realized. They used to 
fetch one thousand or more. 


One after another pass away the glorious traditions of 
the holy land. The railroad has taken the place of the 
camel and ass, and in the garden of Gethsemane, the Gal- 
ilean itinerant’s favorit resort, concerts are now given 
every Sunday from 3to 5 ».w. The band does not confine 
itself to hymns either. Strauss’s waltz, ** Blue Danube,” 
figures on the program. The next thing that we will hear 
is that the ‘“‘holy grave” has been transformed into a 
**Oafé Chantart.” 


Freidenker Almanach for 1894 has appeared. It con- 
tains several excellent articles on leading questions besides 
several good poems. We recommend the almanac to our 
German friends as the best extant. Published by the 
Freidenker Publishing Co., Milwaukee, Wis. Mar- 


quis Pandolfi is a regular contributor to Die Waffen ! 


Nieder, the monthly organ of the Universal Peace 
Society, and proves himself to be as valiant a defender of 
peace as he is of Freethought. The peace movement is 
constantly growing, and we would again advise our lect- 
urers and societies to indorse and occasionally lecture on 
peace, as is the case among European Freethinkers, the 


‘national Federation of whom hav in their constitution a 


* demand " for disarmament and peace. 


If Only We Knew! 


Knowing little of the present and nothing of what is 
to come, I deem it better to liv than to enter into the 
unknown; and I hesitate to launch into that unknown 
any creature that I love. —M. De Cherville. 


If only we knew where our loved ones go 
When we say good-bye, in bitter pain, 
And, without need of faith, would know for a truth 
That after this life they liv again— 
If only we knew! 


If we knew that, at some glad, sweet time, 
In some life after this, we should meet again 
In a home e'en as lovely, and as fair a clime, 
This life would lose most of its bitter pain— 
If only we knew! 


They promis a lovelier home, you know, 

And a fairer clime to which we may go; 

But I say, if ’twas all as good as this, 

And we met again—what exquisit bliss!— — 
If only we knew! 


Perhaps it is better, with all as it is, 
With the future concealed, and the great plan of life 
A veriest conjecture!—as well as what comes 
After the sorrow, the joy, and the strife— 
If only we knew! 


Some say we need pain, for disciplin here; 
Some, that our wills must be strengthened aright, 
And some fill our souls with a horrible fear 
By keeping a devil and hell in sight— 
If only we knew! 


Some say that this is the embryo state, 
And must needs be borne for a future more great; 
That doing right here will take us ‘‘ up there” 
To a heaven so glorious, lovely, and fair— 
If only we knew! 


I cannot seo why 'twould not better hav been 
To hav made it all plain to the children of men; 
How sweet then to liv, tho’ a life filled with tears, 
With a future before us of unending years— 

If only we knew! 


If, this were a truth, "tis said, man his life 
Would hold at small stake in the struggle for bread, 
In the misery of crime, and of sorrow and strife, 
Would by his own hand lay himself with the dead— 
If only we knew. 


But oh, the suspense—the pain of not knowing! 

The suffering here!—not by our own doing— 

Sad hearts, and e’en desperate ones might endure 

If a new life to come was promised quite sure— 
If only we knew! 


The suspense of itall! "Tis enough, I should think 
To drive men mad when they stand on the brink— 
And men go mad, and brave lives fall i 
Because of the mystery surrounding it all— 

If only we knew! 


The man of God—in reverence I say— 

From the word of God doth point the way; 

But he cannot say: “I know! I've seen! 

I swear tis true!—for there I have been "— 
This much we know. 


The Bible! Ah, many a beautiful thought 
From its pages I’ve learned with a trusting heart! 
But oh—our father—he cannot be 
Who for sins of earth rifts homes apart! — 
This much we know! 


Who longs for a heaven with loved ones in hell? 

Who dreams of happiness, when those who fell 

Because of temptation beyond their strength 

Are damned through all eternity’s length ?— 
Not one—we know! 


Some hav lightly said, ** This life is all!” 
And little they reck of what they do, 
But only minds that are narrow and small 
Could be thus to themselvs untrue— 
This much we know. 


If we knew this was all there was of life, 
We would be more lovinf—hav less of strife. 
I think we'd be truer to our fellow-men 
Tf we knew life covered so small a span— 
If only we knew! 


How many unkind things thoughtlesely said 
To our darling loved ones, that caused them pain, 
Would hav been unuttered had we known our dead 
Would never come to us again— 
Ah, this we know! 


This also is certain—if we liv not again, 
We’ll be spared from knowing this much of patn, 
And the sleep that comes with the last-drawn breath 
‘Will be the unending sleep of death, 

This much we know. 


It is said, ** Whatever is, is best;” 

Oh, for a faith to believe it true! 

"Tis hard to doubt, and not to know. 

If we only knew ‘twas better so— 

If only we knew! 
M. C. B. W. 
— i ll 

The many admirers of Mr. Otto Wettstein’s writings, 
which are of the unsophisticated materialistic variety, 
will be glad to learn that his Congress address on the 
“Giant Delusion” is now obtainable as a pamphlet for 
10 cents, 
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PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. 


Disloyalty to Truth of Catholic Text 
Book Compilers 


IN THE GALILEO CASE. 


FACTS 


Gross Superstitions Which Are Taught in Romish Ed- 
ucational Institutions.— Historical Misstatements 
aud Bald Lies Concerni g Religious Persecutions 
Examined and Disproved.- Is the Inculcation of 
Scientific Truths Sectarian Teaching ?—50me Sta- 
tistics of Crime and Illiteracy. 


II. 


Andrew Dickson White, ex-president of Cornell 
University, in “New Chapters in the Warfare of 
Science,” first published in the Popular Science 
Monthly, exhaustively examines this question in his 
fifteenth and sixteenth papers, “ Astronomy” and 
“The Retreat of Theology in the Galileo Case,” 
which were printed in 1892 in the periodical 
named, issues of March, April, and June. Mr. 
White’s articles are the most valuable contributions 
to the discussion that have ever been made. The 
reader will understand why this is so when he is 
informed that no other author using the English 
language has written at length in the light shed by 
the publication cf the Vatican documents which 
give the whole history of the trials of Galileo. Mr. 
White says: 7 

“T shall present this warfare at some length, be- 
cause, 80 far as I can find, no careiul summary of it 
has been given in our language since the whole 
history was placed in a new light by the revelations 
of the trial documents in the Vatican Library, hon- 
estly published for the first time by M. L'Epinois, 
in 1867, and since that by Gebler, Berti, Favaro, 
and others." 

While we shall quote much from * New Chapters 
in the Warfare of Science," our limited space com- 
pels us to leave out a great deal more which is very 
interesting and which flatly contradicts the asser- 
tions of Revs. Hennessy and Brennan. 

Tracing the history of the struggle between 
Galileo and the church, Mr. White tells us that 
“The first important attack on Galileo began in 
1610, when he announced that his telescope had 
revealed the moons of the planet Jupiter. The 
enemy saw that this took the Copernican theory out 
of the realm of hypothesis, and they gave battle 
immediately. They denounced both his method 
and its results as absurd and impious. In 
vain did Galileo try to prove the existence of satel- 
lites by showing them to the doubters through his 
telescope; they either declared it impious to look, 
or, if they did look, denounced the satellites as illu- 
sions from the devil. The war on the Co- 
pernican theory, which up to that time had been 
carried on quietly, now flamed forth. But 
the little telescope of Galileo still swept the heav- 
ens, and another revelation was announced—the 
mountains and valleys in the mocn. This brought 
on another attack. Still another struggle 
was aroused when the hated telescope revealed 
spots upon the sun, and their motion indicating the 
sun's rotation. Monsignor Elci, head of the Uni- 
versity of Pisa, forbade the astronomer Castelli to 
mention these spots to his students. Father 
Busaeus, at the University of Innspruck, forbade 
the astronomer Scheiner, who had also discovered 
the spots and proposed a safe explanation of them. 
to allow the new discovery to be known there. At 
the College of Douay and the University of Louvain 
this discovery was expressly placed under the ban. 
and this became the general rule among the Catho- 
lic universities and colleges of Europe. The 
war became more and more bitter. The Dominican 
father, Caccini, insists that ‘ geometry is 
of the devil,’ and that ‘mathematicians should be 
banished as the sutbors of all heresies.’ The 
church authoriti.s gave Caccini promotion. - - - 
The Archbishop .of Pisa secretly sought to entrap 
Galileo and deliver him to the Inquisition at Rome. 
The Archbishop of Florence solemnly condemned 
the new doctrines as unscriptural; and Paul V., 
while petting Galileo, and inviting him as the great- 
est astronomer of the world to visit Rome, was se- 
cretly moving the Archbishop of Pisa to pick up 
evidence against the astronomer. - - - 

“The whole struggle to crush Galileo and to save 
him would be amusing were it not so fraught with 
evil. There were intrigues and counter-intrigues, 
plots and counter-plots, lying and spying; and, in 
the thickest of this seething, squabbling, screaming 


mass of priests, bishops. archbishops, and cardinals, 
strove two popes, Paul V. and Urban VIII. 
But the opposing powers were too strong. In 1615 
Galileo was summoned before the Inquisition at 
Rome, and the mine which had been so long pre- 
paring was sprung. Sundry theologians of the In- 
quisition having been ordered to examine two 
propositions which had been extracted from Galileo’s 
letters on the solar spots, solemnly considered these 
points during about a month and rendered their 
unanimous decision as follows: ‘The first proposition, 
that the sun is the center and does not revolve s bout 
the earth, is foolish, absurd, false in theology, and he- 
retical, because expressly contrary to holy serip- 
tures; and ‘the second proposition, that the earth 
is not the center but revolves about the sun, is ab- 
surd, false in philosophy, and, from a theological 
point of view at least, opposed to the true faith.’ 
The Pope himself, Paul V., now intervened again ; 
he ordered that Galileo be brought before the In- 
quisition. De Lauda, fortified by a letter 
trom the Pope, gives orders that the astronomer be 
placed in the dungeons of the Inquisition should 
he refuse to yield. Bellarmin now commands Ga- 
lileo, ‘in the n me of his holiness the Pope and the 
whole Congregation of the Holy Office, to relinquish 
altogether the opinion that the sun is the center of 
the world and immovable, and that the earth moves, 
nor henceforth to hold, teach, or defend it in any 
way whatsoever, verbally or in writing.’ This 
injunction Galileo acquiesces in and promises to 
obey. 

« This was on the 26th of February,1616. About 


a fortnight later the Congregation of the Index, | 


moved thereto, as the letters and documents now 
brought to light show, by Pope Paul V., solemnly 
rendered a decree that ‘the doctrine of the double 
motion of the earth about its axis and about the 
sun is false and entirely contrary to holy scrip- 
ture; and that this opinion must neither be taught 
nor advocated. The same decree condemned all 
writings of Copernicus and ‘all writings which 
affirm the motion of the earth. The great work of 
Copernicus was interdicted until corrected in ac- 
cordance with the views of the Inquisition; and 
the works of Galileo and Kepler, though not men- 
tioned by name at that time, were included among 
those implicitly condemned as *affirming the motion 
of the earth.' 

“The condemnations were inscribed upon the 
Index; and, finally, the papacy committed itself as 
& judge and a teacher to the world by prefixing to 
the Index the usual papal bull giving its monitions 
the most solemn papal sanction. To teach or even 
read the works denounced or passages condemned 
was to risk persecution in this world and damna- 
tion in the uxt. Science had apparently lost tie 
decisive battle. . 

“ Cardinal Barberini, who had seemed liberal and 
friendly, became pope under the name of Urban 
VIII. Galileo at this conceived new hopes, and 
allowed his continued allegiance to the Copernican 
system to be known. New troubles ensued. Galileo 
was induced to visit Rome again, and Pope Urban 
tried to cajole him into silence, personally taking 
the trouble to show him his errors by argument. 
Other opponents were less considerate, for works 
appeared attacking his ideas—works all the more 
unmanly since their authors knew that Galileo was 
restrained by force from defending himself. Then, 
too, as if to accumulate proofs of the unfitness of 
the church to take charge of advanced instruction, 
his salary as a professor at the University of Pisa 
was taken from him, and sapping and mining began” 
(Vol. XL., pp. 590-6). 

“While news of triumphant attacks upon him and 
upon the truth he had established were coming in 
from all parts of Europe, Galileo prepared a care- 
ful treatise in the form of a dialogue, exhibiting the 
arguments for and against the Copernican and 
Ptolemaic systems, and offered to submit to any 


conditions that the church tribunals might impose. 


if they would allow it to be printed. At last, after 
discussions which extended through eight years, 
they consented, imposing a humiliating condition— 
the preface written in accordance with the ideas of 
Father Ricciardi, Master of the Sacred Palace, and 
signed by Galileo, in which the Copernican theory 
was virtually exhibited as a play of the imagination, 
and not at all as opposed to the Ptolemaic doctrine 
reasserted in 1616 by the Inquisition under the di- 
rection of Pope Paul V. 

“This new work of Galileo—the * Dialogo'—ap- 
peared in 1632, and met with prodigious success. 
lt put new weapons into the hands of the support- 
ers of the Copernican theory. The pious preface 
w:s laughed at from one end of Europe to the 
other. This roused ths enemy. The Jesuits, Do- 
minicans, and the great majority of the clergy re- 
turned to the attack more violent than ever, and in 
the midst of them stood Pope Urban VIII., most 
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bitter of all. His whole power was thrown against 
Galileo. The opening strategy of 
Galileo’s enemies was to forbid the sale of his work; 
but this was soon seen to be unavailing, for the first 
edition had already been spread throughout Europe. 
Urban now became more angry than ever, and both 
Galileo and his works were placed in the hands of 
the Inquisition. In vain did the good Benedictine, 
Castelli, urge that Galileo was entirely respectful to 
the church;. in vain did he insist that ‘nothing that 
ean be done can now hinder the earth from revolv- 
ing. He was dismissed in disgrace, and Galileo 
was forced to appear in the presence of the dread 
tribunal without defender or adviser. There, as 
was 80 long concealed. but as is now fully revealed, 
he was menaced with torture again and again by 
express order of Pope Urban, and, as is also thor- 
oughly established from the trial documents them- 
selves, forced to abjure under threats and subjected. 
to imprisonment by command of the Pope; the In- 
quisition deferring in this whole matter to the papal 
authority. The world knows now that 
Galileo was subjected certainly to indignity, to im- 
prisonment, and to threats equivalent to torture, 
and was at ast forced to pronounce publicly and on 
his knees his recantation, a follows: 

«<I, Galileo, being in my seventieth year, being 
a prisoner and on my knees, and before your 
eminences, having before my eyes the Holy Gospel, 
which I touch with my hands, abjure, curse, and 
detest the error and the heresy of the movement of 
the earth.’ 

«He was vanquished indeed, for he had been 
forced, in the face of all coming ages, to perjure 
himself. To complete his dishonor, he was obliged 
to swear that he would denounce to the Inquisition 
any other man of science whom he should discover 
to be supporting the ‘heresy of the motion of the 
earth.’ 

« Many have wondered at this abjuration, and on 
account of it have denied to Galileo the title of 
martyr. But let such gainsayers consider the cir- 
cumstances. Here was an old man—one who had 
reached the allotted threescore years and ten, 
broken with disappointments, worn out with labors 
and cares, dragged from Florence to Rome, with the 
threat from the Pope himself that if he delayed he 
should be ‘brought in chains’; sick in body and 
mind, given over to his oppressors by the grand 
duke who ought to have protected him, and on his 
arrival in Rome threatened with torture. What the 
Inquisition was he knew well. He could remember 
but as yesterday the burning of Giordano Bruno in 
that same city for scientific and philosophic heresy; 
he could remember, too, that only eight. years bé- 
fore this very time De Dominis, archbishop of 
Spalatro, having been seized by the Inquisition for 
scientific and other heresies, had died in a dungeon, 
and that his body and his writings had been pub- 
licly burned. 

“To the end of his life, nay, after his life was 
ended, the persecution of Galileo was continued. He. 
was kept ın exile from his family, from his friends, 
from his noble employments, and held rigidly to his 
promise not to speak of his theory. "When, in the 
midst of intense bodily sufferings from disease and 
mental sufferings from calamities in his family, he 
besought some little liberty, he was met with 
threats of committal to a dungeon. When at last 
a special commission had reported to the ecclesiast- 
ical authorities that he had become blind and wasted 
with disease and sorrow, he was allowed a little 
more liberty, but that little was hampered by close 
surveillance. He was forced to bear contemptible 
attacks on himself and on his works in silence; to 
see the men who had befriended him severely pun- 
ished; Father Castelli banished; Ricciardi, the 
Master of the Sacred Palace, and Ciampoli, the pa- 
pal secretary, thrown out of their positions by Pope 
Urban, and the Inquisitor at Florence reprimanded 
for having given permission to print Galileo’s work. 
He lived to see the truths he had established care- 
fully weeded out from all the church colleges and 
universities in Europe, and when, in a scientific 
work, he happened to be spoken of as ‘renowned,’ 
the Inquisition ordered the substitution of the word 
‘notorious.’ 

«And now measures were taken to complete the 
destruction of the Copernican theory, with Galileo's 
proofs of it. On the 16th of June, 1633, the Holy 
Congregation, with the permission of the reigning 
Pope, ordered the sentence upon Galileo, and his 
recantation, to be sent to ali the papal nuncios 
throughout Europe, as wellas to all archbishops, 
bishops, and inquisitors in Italy; and this docu- 
ment gave orders that the sentence and abjuration 
be made known ‘to your viesrs, that you and all 
professors of philosophy and mathematics may have 
‘knowledge of it, that they may know why we pro- 
ceeded against the said Galileo, and recognize the 
gravity of his error, in order that they may avoid it, 
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and thus not ineur the penalties which they would 
have to suffer in case they fell into the same.’ - - - 

«Still another step was taken: The inquisitors 
were ordered, especially in Italy, not to permit the 
publication of & new edition of any of Galileo's 
works, nor of.any similar writings. On the other 
hand, theologians were urged, now that Copernicus 
and Galileo and Kepler were silenced, to reply to 
them with tongue and pen. Europe was flooded 
with these theological refutations of the Copernican 
system. To make all complete, there was prefixed 
to the ‘Index’ of the church forbidding ‘all writ- 
ings which affirm the motion of the earth,’ a bull 
signed by the reigning Pope, which, by virtue of his 
infallibility as a divinely guided teacher in matters 
of faith and morals, clinched this condemnation into 
the consciences of the whole Christian world. : - - 

* He had begged to be buried in his family tomb 
in Santa Croce; this request was denied. His 
friends wished to erect a monument over him; this, 
oo, was refused. Pope Urban said to the ambas- 
sador, Niccolini, that ‘it would be an evil example 
for the world. if such honors were rendered to a 
man who had been brought before the Roman In- 
quisition for an opinion so false and erroneous; 
who had communicated it to many others, and who 

. had given so great a scandal to Christendom.’ In 
: accordance, therefore, with the wish of the Pope 
and the orders of the Inquisition, Galileo was buried 
ignobly, apart from his family, without fitting cere- 
mony, without monument, without epitaph. Not 
until forty years after did Pierrozzi dare write an 
inscription to be placed above his bones; not until 
a hundred years after did Nelli dare transfer his re- 
mains to a suitable position in Santa Croce and 
erect a monument above them. Even then the old 
conscientious hostility burst forth. The Inquisition 
was besought to prevent such honors to ‘a man 
condemned for notorious errors’; and that tribunal 
refused to allow any epitaph to be placed above him 
which had not been submitted to its censorship" 

` (pp. 729-35). 

* During the seventeenth century in all Franoe, 
after all the splendid proofs added by Kepler, no 
one dared openly teach the Copernican theory, and 
Cassini, the great astronomer, never declared it” 
(p. 740). 

How pertinaciously the church clung to her con- 
demnation of the Copernican system and the works 
of Copernicus and Galileo this will show: 

* The edition of the Index published in 1819 was 
as inexorable toward the works of Copernicus and 
Galileo as its predecessors had been; but in the 
year 1820 came a crisis. Canon Settele, professor 
of astronomy at Rome, had written an elementary 
book in which the Copernican system was taken for 
granted. The Master of the Sacred Palace, Anfossi, 
as censor of the press, refused to allow the book to 
be printed unless Settele revised his work and 
treated the Copernican theory as merely a hypoth- 
esis. On this Settele appealed to Pope Pius VIL, 
and the Pope referred the matter to the Congrega- 
tion of the Holy Office. At last, on the 16th of Au- 
gusi, 1820, it was decided that Settele might teach 
the Copernican system as established, and this de- 
cision was approved by the Pope. This aroused 
considerable discussion, but finally, on the 11th of 
September, 1822, the cardinals of the Holy Inquisi- 
tion graciously agreed that ‘the printing and pub- 
lication of works treating of the motion of the earth 
and the stability of the sun, in accordance with the 
general opinion of modern astronomers, is permit- 
ted at Rome.’ This decree was ratified by Pius 
VIL, but it was not until thirteen years later, in 
1835, that the condemnation of works defending 
the double motion of the earth was left out of the 
Index” (p. 742). 

All preceding quotations are from Vol. XL. 


THEOLOGY ON THE RETREAT. 

Of the “Retreat of Theology in the Galileo Case,” 
President White adds much that is of interest and 
value in connection with the preceding. We quote: 

“The retreat of the Protestant theologians was 
not difficult. A little skillful warping of Scripture, 
and a little skillful use of that time-honored phrase 
attributed to Cardinal Baronius, that the Bible is 
given to teach us, not how the heavens go, but how 
men go to heaven, sufficed. But in the older 
church it was far less easy. The retreat of the 
sacro-scientific army of church apologists lasted 
through two centuries. 

“In spite of all that has been said by these apol- 
ogists, there no longer remains the shadow of a 
doubt that the papal infallibility was committed 
fully and irrevocably against the double revolution 
of the earth. As the documents of Galileo’s trial 
now published show, Paul V. pushed on with all his 
might the condemnation of Galileo in 1316, and the 
condemnation in that same year of the works of 
Copernicus and all others teaching the motion of the 


earth around its own axis and around the sun. So, 
too, in the condemnation of Galileo in 1633, and in 
all the proceedings which led up to it and which 
followed it Urban VIII. was the central figure. 
Without his sanction no action could have been 
taken. True, the Pope did not formally sign the 
decree against the Copernican theory then; but 
this came later: In 1664 Alexander VII. prefixed 
to the Index containing the condemnations of the 
works of Copernicus and Galileo and ‘all books 
which affirm the motion of the earth,’ a papal bull 
signed by himself, binding the contents of the 
Index upon the consciences of the faithful. This 
bull confirmed and approved in express terms, 
finally, decisively, and infallibly, the condemnation 
of ‘all books teaching the movement of the earth 
and the stability of the sun.’ The position of the 
mother church, then, was especially difficult. The 
first important move in retreat by the apologists 
was the statement that Galileo was condemned, not 
because he affirmed the motion of the earth, but 
because he supported it from Scripture. There 
was & slight appearance of truth in this. NES 
But nothing can be more absurd, in the light of the 
original documents recently brought out of the 
Vatican archives, than to make this contention now. 
The letters of Galileo to Castelli and the grand 
duchess were not published until after the condem- 
nation; and, although the Archbishop of Pisa had 
endeavored to use them against him, they were but 
casually mentioned in 1616, and entirely left out of 
view in 1633. What was condemned in 1616 by the 
Sacred Congregation held in the presence of Pope 
Paul V., as ‘absurd, false in theology, and hereti- 
cal, because absolutely contrary to Holy Scripture,’ 
was the proposition that ‘the sun is the center 
about which the earth revolves’; and what was 
condemned as ‘absurd, false in philosophy, and 
from a theologie point of view, at least, opposed to 
the true faith,’ was the proposition that ‘the earth 
is not the center of the universe, and immovable, 
but has a diurnal motion.’ 

* And again, what Galileo was made, by express 
order of Pope Urban, and by the action of the In- 
quisition under threat of torture, to abjure in 1633 
was ‘the error and heresy of the movement of the 
earth.’ 

* What the Index condemned under sanction of 
the bull issued by Alexander VII. in 1664 was ‘all 
books teaching the movement of the earth and the 
stability of the sun.’ 

* What the Index, prefaced by papal bulls, bind- 
ing its contents upon tbe consciences of the faith- 
ful, for two hundred years steadily condemned, was 
‘all books which affirm the motion of the earth.’ 

“Not one of these condemnations was directed 
against Galileo ‘for reconciling his ideas with 
Scripture.’ Having been dislodged from this point, 
the church apologists sought cover under the state- 
ment that Galileo was condemned, not for heresy, 
but for contumacy, and for wanting in respect to 
the Pope. There was a slight chance, also, for this 
quibble: No doubt Urban VIII., one of the haughti- 
est of pontiffs, was induced by Galileo’s enemies to 
think that he had been treated with some lack of 
proper etiquette; first, by Galileo’s adhesion to his 
own doctrines after his condemnation in 1616; and, 
next, by his supposed reference in the Dialogue of 
1632 to the arguments which the Pope had used 
against him. * * > 

* Again, as to the first point, the very language 
of the various sentences shows the folly of this as- 
sertion; these sentences speak steadily of ‘heresy,’ 
and never of ‘contumacy.’ As to the last point, the 
display of the original documents settled that for- 
ever. They show Galileo from first to last as most 
submissive toward the Pope, and patient under the 
papal arguments and exactions. He had, indeed, 
expressed his anger at times against his traducers ; 
but to hold this the cause of the judgment against 
him is to degrade the whole proceedings, and to 
convict Paul V., Urban VIII., Bellarmin, the other 
theologians, and the Inquisition, of direct felsehood, 
since they assigned entirely different reasons for 
their conduct. From this position, therefore, the 
assailants retreated.” - - - 

* The original documents of the Galileo trial had 
been brought during the Napoleonic conquests to 
Paris; but in 1846 they were returned to Rome by 
the French government, on the express pledge by 
the papal authorities that they should be published. 
In 1850, after various delays on various: pretexts, 
the long-expected publication appeared. The per- 
sonage charged with presenting them to the world 
was Monsignor Marini. This ecclesiastic was of a 
kind which has too often afflicted both the church 
and the world at large. Despite the solemn prom- 
ise of the papal court, the wily Marini became the 
instrument of the Roman authorities in evading the 
promise. By suppressing a document here, and 
interpolating a statement there, he managed to give 


plausible standing-ground for nearly every import- 
ant sophistry ever broached to save the infal:ibility 
of the church and destroy the reputation of Galileo. 
He it was who supported the idea that Galileo was 
‘condemned not for heresy, but for eontumaoy,' 
and various other assertions as groundless. . 

“But some time later came an investigator very 
different from Monsignor Marini. This was a 
Frenchman, M. L'Epinois. Like Marini, L'Epinois 
was devoted to the church; but unlike Marini, he 
could not lie. Having obtained access in 1867 to 
the Galileo documents at the Vatican, he published 
fully several of the most important, without suppres- 
sion or piously-fraudulent mavipulation. This made 
all theintrenchments based upon Marini’s statements 
untenable. Another retreat had to be made.” 

* And now came the most desperate effort of all. 
The apologetic army, reviving an idea which the 
popes and church had spurned for centuries, de- 
clared that the popes as popes had never condemned 
the doctrines of Copernicus and Galileo; that they 
had condemned them as men simply; that there- 
fore the church had never been committed to them; 
that the condemnation was made by the cardinals 
of the Inquisition and Index; and that the Pope 
had evidently been restrained by interposition of 
providence from signing their condemnation. - - - 
The facts are, that in the official account of the 
condemnation by Bellarmin, in 1616, he declares dis- 
tinctly that he makes this condemnation ‘in the 
name of his holiness the Pope.’ ? 

* Again, from Pope Urban downward, among the 
church authorities of the seventeenth century, the 
decision was always acknowledged to be made by 
the Pope and the church. Urban VIII. spoke of 
that of 1616 as made by Pope Paul V. and the 
church, and of that of 1633 as made by himself and 
the church. Pope Alexander VII. in 1662, in his bull 
Speculatores, solemnly sanctioned the condemna- 
tion of all books affirming the earth’s movement. 
When Gassendi attempted to raise the point that 
the decision against Copernicus and Galileo was not 
sanctioned by the church as such, an eminent theo- 
logical authority, Father Lecarze, rector of the 
College of Dijon, publicly contradicted him, and 
declared that it ‘was not certain cardinals, but the 
supreme authority of the church,’ that had con- 
demned Galileo; and to this statement the Pope 
and other church authorities gave consent either 
openly or by silence. When Descartes and others 
attempted to raise the same point, they were treated 
with contempt. Father Custelli, who had devoted 
himself to Galileo, and knew to his cost just what 
the condemnation meant and who made it, takes it 
for granted in his letter to the papal authorities 
that it was made by the church. Cardinal Queren- 
ghi, in his letters; the ambassador Guicciardini, in 
his dispatches; Polacco, in his refutation; the 
historian Viviani, in his biography of Galileo—all 
writing under church inspection and approval at 
the time, took the view that the Pope and church 
condemned Galileo, and this was never denied at 
Rome. The Inquisition itself, backed by the great- 
est theologian of the time, Bellarmin, took the same 
view. Not only does he declare that Le makes the 
condemnation ‘in the name of his Holin ss the 
Pope,’ but we have the Roman Index, containing 
the condemnation for nearly two hundred years, 
prefaced bya solemn bull of the reigning Pope bind- 
ing this condemnation on the consciences of the 
whole church, and declaring year after year that 
‘all books which affirm the motion of the earth’ are 
damnable. To attempt to face all this, added to 
the fact that Galileo was required to abjure ‘the 
heresy of the movement of the earth’ by written 
order of the Pope, was soon seen to be impossible. 
Against the assertion that the Pope was not respon- 
sible we hav all this mass of testimony, and the 
bull of Alexander VIL in 1664. - > >» 

“In 1870 a Roman: Catholic clergyman in En- 
gland, the Rev. Mr. Roberts, published a 
book entitled ‘The Pontifical Decrees against the 
Earth's Movement. In this were exhibited the in- 
controvertible evidences that the papacy had 
committed itself and its infallibility fully against 
the movement of the earth. The Rev. Mr. 
Roberts showed from the original record that 
Pope Paul V., in 1616, had presided over the 
tribunal condemning the doctrine of the earth’s 
movement, and ordering Galileo. to give up 
the opinion. He showed that Pope Urban VIIL, in 
1633, pressed. on, directed, and promulgated the 
final condemnation, making himself in all these 
ways responsible for it. And, finally, he showed 
that Pope Alexander VII., in 1664, by his bull, 
Speculatores domus Israel, attached to the Index, 
condemning ‘all books which affirm the motion of 
the earth,’ had absolutely pledged the papal inialli- 
bility against the earth’s movement. He also con- 
fessed that under the rules laid down by the high- 
est authorities in the church, and especially by Six- 
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tus V. and Pius IX, there was no escape from this 


conclusion. 


“Various theologians attempted to evade the 
Some, like Dr. Ward and 
Bouix, took refuge in verbal niceties; and some, 
like Dr. Jeremiah Murphy, comforted themselves 
with declamation. The only resvlt was that in 1885 
came another edition of the Rev. Mr. Robertss 
work, even more cogent than the first; and, be- 
sides this, an essay by that eminent Catholic, St. 
George Mivart, acknowledging the Rev. Mr. Rob- 
erts’s position to be impregnable, and declaring 
and 
church to fall into complete error regarding the 
Copernican theory in order to teach them that sci- 
ence lies outside their province, and that the true 
priesthood of scientific truth rests with scientific 


force of the argument. 


virtually that the Almighty allowed pope 


investigators alone.” 


A Catholic writer in the Dublin Review endeavors 
to throw the blame of the Church’s opposition to 
the new astronomy upon God. Mr. White quotes 


him as follows: 


“But it may well be doubted whether the 
Church did retard the progress of scientific truth. 
What retarded it was the circumstance that God 
has thought fit to express many texts of Scripture in 
words which have every appearance of denying the 
But it is God who did all this, not 
the Church; and, moreover, since he saw fit so to 
act as to retard the progress of scientific truth, it 


earth’s motion. 


would be little to her discredit, even if it were true, 
that she had followed his example.” 

We perceive that Whewell’s testimony in favor of 
the chureh is valueless, because he wrote before 
the Vatican Library was opened to the world, and 
hence did not have access to documents of the 
greatest importance; that Galileo was punished for 
heresy; that the doctrines of Copernicus and Gal- 
ileo were condemned by popes teaching ex-cathedra, 
and that this fact was understood at the time and 
for hundreds of years subsequently, and has been 
acknowledged by eminent Catholics, including St. 
George Mivart, in recent years; that at the time of 
Galileo’s condemnation the Copernican system was 
not generally accepted—that, in fact, the teaching 
of its principles was forbidden in Catholic schools 
then and long thereafter: that two popes were 
active in the fight against Galileo and in the attempt 
to suppress the new astronomy; that Galileo suf- 
fered keen mental torture during the term of his 
imprisonment, and that he is but one of the great 
number of scientific thinkers persecuted and 
silenced by the church. i 

(OONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 


News and Notes. 


Northport is quite an orthodox place. The old 
Puritan spirit still prevails there, and the churches 
present a solemn appearance. Notwithstanding 
this the free modern spirit sweeps in with the At- 
lantic gales, and keeps things on the move. 
There are a few here who are willing to be counted 
for Liberalism, and to do some work in that direc- 
tion. Charlesworth has already broken the ground 
and the clergy hav become quite excited. The 
discussion overflows the local precincts into the 
Brooklyn papers, and interests even the metropol- 
itan community. So it was thought best to keep 
the tidal wave in motion, and it was arranged that 
I should giv three lectures on January 18th, 19th, 
and 20th, which I did; and it was certainly in 
every respect a fruitful movement. There was a 
pretty good number present on the first evening, 
when I lectured upon the “Bible;” although 
there were revival meetings going on, receptions, 
. etc., in the various church edifices. The second 
evening a much larger number were present and 
after the leeture on “Liberalism and Christianity ” 
an invitation was extended for a discussion upon 
the points presented. The Methodist minister 
stepped forward. He said that he was surprised 
that I had said so many things with which he could 
agree. However, he would like to find some fault. 
He demurred to my definition of Infidel; namely, 
an unbeliver in the popular creed—a doubter, a 
denier—which of course made Jesus, Luther, and 
Wesley Infidels. He did not like to hav Jesus 
classed as an Infidel, but he had to admit finally 
that Jesus did deny, and did set himself against the 
established usage, custom, and belief of his time. 
He was an Infidel in spirit, though not reaching 
the same results as the Infidel of to-day. My rev- 
erend friend was apparently quite astonished when 
I told him that Thomas Paine was a believer in a 
God, and so profound a believer that he wrote a 
most noteworthy argument to prove God’s exist- 
ence. After this it seems that Thomas Paine will 
be in the preacher’s calendar of saints; no longer 
« Tom Paine," but St. Thomas. However, my cler- 
iol critic, although I think he tried to be fair, 


the question before the house at all. 


spring had he not told me. 


like that disposed of first. 


was a hypocrit except for gain. 


Christians. 
are four. 


what he was driving at. 


and lectured for a “consideration.” 


that it had nothing at all to do with the argument 
any more than what I ate for dinner. 


pretend to be an Infidel, because, forsooth, I didn’t 
lecture for nothing. I answered to this point that 
I could get in the service of the church one hun- 
dred dollars where I now get ten in the service of 
Infidelity. If I made up my mind to be a hypocrit 
I should certainly make a good bargain of it and 
sell myself to the highest bidder. According to 
this sharp young man, the only way an Infidel 
could prove his sincerity was to labor for nothing 
and starve to death. d 

It will thus be seen how the clergymen and their 
supporters fly off from any question at issue. It 
is almost impossible to bring them within the do- 
main of parliamentary rules. However, the audi- 
ence was interested in the desultory fire of dis- 
eussion, and on the last evening I had the largest 
audience of all, and I had an opportunity to 
giv a discourse, which no doubt set many to think- 
ing, on the “Rights of Man”—the most impor- 
tant and fundamental question of Freethought. 
This included a discussion of church taxation, the 
secularization of the schools, etc. After I had got 
through, discussion was invited; but the chairman 
rightly insisted that there should be no personalities 
or wandering from the subject matter of the lecture. 
The Rev. Mr. Saunders again took the floor. He ex- 
pressed himself as in favor of taxation, not because 
it was just, but to stop the growling of the Infidels. 
I answered him that I was glad of his conversion 
on any grounds whatsoever, but that it would be 
much better to do a thing because it was right and 
not because somebody growled. But if growling 
was effectual to make the clergy respect human 
rights, growling there should be. 

The Rev. Mr. Saunders was quite disturbed at 
the fact of Christian persecutions in this republic, 
and desired to know the names, etec., of those who 
had been imprisoned, sent into exile, put into the 
chain-gang, etc. I gave him the names and assured 
him that I would present many more facts on this 
point. He said it sounded like the story of Siberia. 
I answered that I certainly thought it did; that 
beneath our flag horrors occurred as in that despot- 
stricken land. 

The discussion on various points lasted about 
half an hour, and it was evident that a great interest 
had been aroused among the people. As agitation 
is the beginning of Freethought, there is no doubt 
that progress will be made in Northport. There is 
certainly a good nucleus of Liberals here with con- 
vielion and enthusiasm, and the flag now flung to 
the breeze will not be hauled down. 

Mr. J. K. Rudyard presided the first evening and 
Mr. John W. Olmsted the last two evenings. I en- 
joyed the hospitable home of Dexter K. Cole. I 
spent Friday on his steamboat. It was a lovely 
day, and the landscapes and water views were de- 
lightful as we sped along or floated over the oyster 
beds. I had all the oysters I could eat, fresh, 
roasted, etc., right from the depths of the sea, and 
they were delicious. It would be quite a pleasure to 
liv always on the water like this. It would be a 
beautiful, dreamy existence. Capt. John Scott gave 
me a drive over to Huntingdon, Oyster Bay, ete., 
and on a bright, shining winter’s afternoon this was 
a pleasing journey. There are elegant residences 
all along, groves and lawns, and the blue waters are 
to be seen far away, glittering against the varied 
shores. Mr. N. L. Pidgeon, who has been keeping 
up quite a discussion with Rev. Mr. Saunders in 
the newspapers, accompanied me Sunday morning 


could not help performing the usual orthodox 
dodge of wandering from the question at issue. 
He had to lug in my “Religion a Curse,” eto., 
although I had not made the matter of that book 
He gave 
some garbled extracts from the book in such a jum- 
ble that I would not hav recognized my own off- 
It was a ease, on his 
part, of intellectual malpractice and abortion. I 
told the gentleman that I would defend my book 
from beginning to end, but for the present, as I 
had presented a certain line of argument, I would 
He had quoted the ex- 
pression that “all hypocrits are in the church.” 
I told him this was necessarily true, for no man 
There is no gain 
in being an avowed Infidel; but there is gain in 
being a Christian, either by profession or church 
attendance, and therefore all hypocrits must be 
This is as plain as that two and two 


At this point a young man, big with question, 
arose and talked, and I couldn’t at first make out 
However, it came out at 
last that he wanted to know if I came to Northport 
I answered 
that the “consideration” was none of his business; 


He wanted 
to make this point—that I had some temptation to 


on my homeward journey. In every way I hav en- 
joyed this Northport trip. There has not been a: 
dull moment in it. I hav found many new friends,. 
and I am sure that our cause is progressing. .. 

I leave Northport Sunday morning and Sunday 
afternoon I find myself again with my Newark 
friends, and a crowded house greets me. President 
Bird is on hand. A new Freethinker has come into: 
existence since I saw him last, “fresh as the morn: 
and brilliant as its star ;” and the füture shines with» 
its ever-renewing promis. There is a lively discus— 
sion after the lecture, which is upon the ‘ Bible.” 

I spend the evening with Mr. Bentley Bamforth:. 
He is from England, a campaigner with Bradlaugh 
twenty-five years ago. It was a pleasure to meet 
his family, all in the atmospt ere of Freethought. > 

I leave this week for Cincinnati and Chicago. I 
shall hav to mingle lecturing with book-writing for 
the present. But the “Four Hundred Years” ig 
coming toward completion. I am doing all that 
can possibly be done to meet the expectations of 
my subscribers. i 


TO LIBERAL FRIENDS AND MEMBERS OF THE FREE- 
THOUGHT FEDERATION. 

In carrying on the campaign fer the present year 
it is best to concentrate our efforts at the most. 
available point. We must not scatter our fire. Our 
forces are few and our means are not great. We 
must make the most of them, and this can only be 
done by a selection of the field of work. 

The ecclesiastical party at Washington will no 
doubt make a further effort for Sabbath legislation, 
and we shall watch them; while it is evident that 
they will not be able to accomplish much im 
this direction. Our labor at this point would be 
mainly negativ, to prevent and not to initiate any 
advance movement. There are too many other 
questions before the country. ‘The opportunity is. 
not favorable for progress, only for self-defense. 

But there is an opening for great and positiv 
work at the Constitutional Convention of New York 
state. There is an ever-increasing sentiment in 
favor of church taxation. Protestant clergymen 
hav recently given utterance to pronounced views 
approving of such taxation. They see the danger 
and acknowledge the injustice of the exemption of 
church property from bearing its share in the sup- 
port of government. It is time to take advantage 
of this growing agitation in the community. The 
Liberals can unite with the fair-minded adherents 
of the churches and push this reform before: the 
convention. While we should remit no effort for 
the secularization of the schools and the abolition 
of Sabbath laws, yet there is at present the greatest 
promis of victory in a combined and determined ef- 
fort for the taxation of church property in the state 
of New York. 2 

I hav therefore determined, in view of the ad- 
vantages offered by this Constitutional Convention, 
to devote my whole time to that convention when it - 
meets; to prepare petitions, arrange our forces, and! 
concentrate effort upon the point of equal and im- 
partial taxation. If we can succeed here, it will be 
an opening for future successes of great importance.. 
It is an opportunity not to be neglected, whatever 
may be the result. The church party will certainly 
be on hand, and the Liberals cannot afford to be 
idle when the fundamental law of the land is being 
declared. 

It is best to hav something definit in view for our 
work always—not merely general work—and the 
definit field now chosen is the Constitutional Con- 
vention of New York state. Iam sure that every 
Liberal throughout the country will realize the im- 
portance of this move, for a victory here will tell for 
freedom all over the land. But especially should 
New York Liberals be interested in this matter and 
aid to every possible extent. 

Of course, this requires some money—not much— 
but something from every Liberal. Let us be 
awake and join forces and furnish the sinews of 
war. 

Send all contributions to E. C, Reichwald, 165 
South Water street, Chicago, Ill. 

SawuEL P. Purnam. 


—.AÓ—— 


^D. E. B. Foorz, Jx., lectured last Sunday before the 
Brooklyn Philesophieal Association on ** Microbes: Their 
Place in Nature." The lecture was delivered in the doc- 
tor's usual mild manner. On January 18th, the associa- 
tion elected a new board of officers: President, Henry 
Rowley; vice-president, R. E. Lowe; treasurer, W. Win- 
ham; eorresponding secretary, T. Dientze; recording 
secretary, Edward Dobson. Classes for young men who 
desire to join will be held at houses of members once 
&week. Thesubjects to be discussed cover a wider range. 
than those of the Young Men's Christian Association. 
They intend to disseminate the truths of science at least. 
as widely as their Ohristian opponents sow the errors of 
mythology. — i 
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Observations. 


A circular from the Department for the Promo- 
tion of Purity in Literature and Art is at hand. 
The “department” is evidently a branch of the 
Society for the Suppression of Vice, as its national 
superintendent, Mrs. Emilie D. Martin, has her 
office with Anthony Comstock in the Times build- 
ing. It is also the smutty end of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, to the members of 
which organization Mrs. Martin addresses her cir- 
cular. The object of the department is to organize 
the women into a vigilance committee to smell out 
and suppress “matters which cannot be discussed 
_at the family table and which are not admitted into 
polite society.” The places to be investigated are 
“the home, the church, the Sunday-school, public 
schools and colleges, the press, news-stands, rail- 
road trains, the mails, and theatrical bill boards.” 
The Bible is to be introduced everywhere in order 
that its healing leaves may cure the evil; the 
“objectionable” matter is to be seized and its pur- 
veyors prosecuted according to the Comstock law. 

As a person of sensibility, I cannot help feeling a 
shade of sorrow for Mrs. Martin, whose derange- 
ment has made her capable of preparing that sort 
of a program, and for her sister sufferers who may 
feel themselvs competent to carry it out. I am 
sorry for them, but I am a good deal sadder when 
I think of the fate of the people with whom they 
may chance to come in contact. There are several 
reasons why these ladies should shut up and sub- 
Side. In the first place, they are not at all well, and 
should lose no time in consulting a reputable physi- 
cian. I would recommend Dr. Foote of Lexington 
avenue. As he is acquainted with the symptoms and 
has diagnosed the case, he could prescribe without 
: any of those delays that are proverbially dangerous. 
In tbe second place, we hav 80 much government 
now that it is difficult to feel patriotic toward the 
whole of it, without a lot of women unknown to 
the statute going about making female complaints 
against citizens. In the third place, they propose 
to cultivate the blindest ignorance regarding sub- 
jects a knowledge of which is important, and to 
suspend the processes by which the thoughts of 
men are broadened. If the wise are not to be per- 
mitted to explain young persons to themselvs, the 
young persons are very likely to undertake the 
task on their own account, with erroneous con- 
clusions and deplorable results. - Fourthly, the 
women of the Department for the Promotion of 
Purity in Literature and Art are making an in- 
delicate revelation. A quarrelsome cat, being un- 
familiar with itself, will scratch at its image in a 
mirror. These females, in their crusade against 
what they think indecent in a book or picture, at- 
tack it without stopping to think that its apparent 
indecency is only a reflection of their own minds. 
They invest the objectionable work with the de- 
pravity resident in themselvs, even as they invest 
the Bible with their notions of virtue. 

If there is a sensible woman in the Department 
for the Promotion of Purity in Literature and Art, 
I would be pleased to know how she accounts for 
her course in seeking to expunge every-day literature 
from the family circle and to replace it with the un- 
excelled foulness of the Bible. We must decline 
to engage our scullions at the Department's intelli- 
gence office if, after the unavoidable refuse has been 
cleared away, something much worse is to be sub- 
stituted. 


Few strollers along the shores of streams or bodies 
of water used for pleasure-boating can hav failed 
to observe that the same are strewn with the relics 
of abortiv inventions designed to supersede oars for 
propelling row-boats. I hav seen them everywhere, 
from Chesterfield pond in New Hampshire to the 
Harlem river, and from the Harlem to Puget sound. 
Every boat-builder has probably dreamed of a craft 
so constructed that the person propelling it may 
“look out ahead” without twisting his neck till he 
sees stars and gets red in the face. For this pur- 
pose hav been invented oars with joints in them, 
boats with side-wheels turned by cranks, aquatic 
bicycles, and catamarans with paddle-wheels be- 
tween the two hulls. On the Harlem a few years 
ago I saw a floating arrangement with four wheels, 
the wheels being hollow and air-tight, and sup- 
plying the necessary buoyancy. The inventor 
worked it by means of treadles and got ahead 
about as fast as a horse treading for a thrash- 
ing machine. The defect of these craft is that 
they need afavoring wind and tide and a tow-boat 
in order to make as much speed as a longshore- 

‘man sculling a raft. 

^ It was left to Mr. J: S. Martin of Snohomish, 
^ Wash., to show that a row-boat. can be made to go 
“fast without the use of oars. For some years he 


current of the Snohomish river without seeming to 
get anywhere. He saw the Siwash canoe hugging 
the shore, hunting eddies, following all the crooks 
of the stream, and making a mile an hour. He also 
thought of Eldridge Morse®slowly and laboriously 
climbing the riffle at Fiddler’s Bluff, and thus con- 


‘suming time that might be more profitably spent 


discussing Spencer with Justice Burton. Mr. 
Martin had read Tus Truru Szexre for many 
years, and had learned that man progresses to 
the degree that he conquers and subdues the forces 
of nature; and, being a boat-builder, he recognized 
that it woald be within his domain or bailiwick to 
build a boat that would overcome the natural forces 
of the river upon which he dwelt. . I do not know 
how many boats and failures he made or how much 
money he spent before he made a success, but I 
remember that about oncé a month during our 


residence in the neighborhood he gave notice that | 


he was going to launch his hand-power boat, and 
invited me to be his guest on trial trips which 
never came off. Nor can I describe the various de- 
vices he adopted.. One of them, though, involved 
a propeller, and a big spiral spring in which he de- 
signed to store power to help things get past the 
dead ‘center. It. wouldn't work. The cogs and 
ratchets made a terrible roaring, but the boat 
failed to proceed. . The spiral spring I took off the 
inventors hands and set it to flipping the fly of a 
newspaper press in the Hye office. . 

Each of Martin’s failures must hav given a yank 
on the old man’s pneumogastric nerve like that felt 
by a person who has started a paper in a good 
cause and had to suspend, but he never gave up. 
He discontinued his announcements of successiv 
launches, and put his new boats overboard in the 
night. But afew months before I left Snohomish, 
he had ** made the rifle” so far as inventing a prac- 
tical hand-power was. concerned, and was prepared 
to climb any riffle in the adjacent streams. His 
successful boat has a light stern-wheel ingeniously 
connected with levers amidships, where the rower 
sits with his nose pointed in the direction he desires 
to travel. Attaching himself to the levers, an 
alternate forward and backward motion of his 
elbows sends the boat scooting ahead. I use the 
word scooting after due delibration, for it accurately 
states the fact. The exertion required is not great; 
no headway is lost by the recover, as in rowing, 
when a man must shut himself up like a jack-knife, 
driving his stomach upward into the cavity of the 
chest and squeezing the wind out of his lungs. 
Neither is there any spattering, unshipping of oars, 
fishing for crabs, or rear-end collisions with the 
bottom of the boat. The steering apparatus, 
worked by the feet, is perfect, and the mechanism 
moves so noiselessly that you can hear a dewdrop. 
Anyone with sufficient mechanical skill to turn a 
grindstone can operate it; soit will abolish the pas- 
senger who now keeps his coat on under the pre- 
text that he can’t row. I hav a photograph of the 
boat, which, for the benefit of people of an inquiring 
mind, I will display. 


Under the New York Sunday law it is a misde- 
meanor to keep a store open on Sunday for the sale 
of goods. The police enforce the law. The saloon 
keepers, however, subsidize the police, who do not 
interfere with them, and the result is that about 
the only thing to be bought in New York city on 
Sunday is liquor. This state of affairs is paralyzing 
both to citizens and to those who would essay 
to make a comment on the subject of Sunday legis- 
lation. 

When Putnam’s book, “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” sees the light of day and the lesser 
effulgence of artificial illuminators employed at 
night, I shall know more about man’s struggle for 
the right to let his tongue report the operations of 
his brain than I had previously expected to learn. 
Many others will share the information so disbursed. 
From books whose authors in many cases could not 
be suspected of furnishing items for a history of 
Freethought, Mr. Putnam has gathered the existing 
facts and arranged them in what evolutionists call 
a catena—that is, a series of things connected with 
one another and serving to illustrate the main 
proposition. As may be understood from the name 
of the book, it is a history of thought and philoso- 
phy, more than of “events which hav transpired,” 
as the local reporter would express it. There is 
just enough of physical history to account for the 
philosophy and to show how the thoughts were sug- 
gested. The writing of this book is the only work 
of Putnam’s in the performance of which his early 
theological education is not a damage tohim. But 
here it is quite useful, for the seminary introduced 
him to the philosophers and sophists—who, I hay 
concluded, are often two of a kind—and he is now 


“observed strong men tugging against the tide or ' able to weigh thom, to girt them, and to otherwise 


size them up. They usually prove to be light 
weights and narrow in the chest. Their bumps of 
ideality were overgrown. They exhaled great 
clouds of speculation that soared away and were 
dissipated in the sky. It is refreshing to notice 
how the atmosphere has been cleared, and how the 
men who demonstrate, while others are engaged in 
drawing inferences from fundamental errors and 
calling them systems of philosophy or religion, hav 
at length come to be regarded as leading citizens of 
the intellectual community. Putnam understands 
Plato, Aristotle, Berkeley, Bacon, and Descartes as 
well as they understood themselvs, if not better; 
and I shall always be grateful to him for showing 
me what they were driving at. He has also a very 
lucid chapter on the philosophy of Herbert Spencer. 
Just now he is dealing with religion, where he 
grasps his pen with both hands. 

Over the whole history Putnam throws a glow 
that never comes from any other writer. It is the 
same light that he has shed on the path of his own 
wanderings over the continent; and when he 
traveled through the Coos bay country in Oregon 
on horseback it was about all the glimmer he had 
after sundown. But it is a glow that never dies 
out; he can’t keep it from shining, and it is a part 
of the light of the world. Geo. E. Macponatp. 


—Á—"— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tus Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 8 o'clock. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL will lecture at the Broadway 
Theatre, New York city, Sunday evening, Jan. 28. Sub- 
ject, ‘‘ The Mistakes of Moses.” 


W. F. Jamson is lecturtng in Los Angeles, Oal., to 
good houses. He desires to make lecture engagements in 
Nevada, Utah, and Colorado, along the lines of railroad 
East. Address W. F. Jamieson, Elsinore, Cal. 


Tue First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 P. M. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-school in the same place at 12:30 
P.M. 


Tar Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 168} 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission isfree. Program for January: 
January 28th—Samuel P. Putnam: subject, **The Glory 

of Infidelity." 


Tur Women’s LrsgRAL Lracon, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 ó'clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Program of lectures for January: 

January 30th—Wayland Smith, ‘‘ Principles of Theos- 
ophy.” 


Tu Friendship Liberal League of Philadelphia will 
commemorate the anniversary of the birth of fhomas 
Paine in their hall, corner Broad and Wood streets, Sun- 
day January 28th, at 2.30 and 7.30 P.M., with appropriate 
exercises, consisting of vocal and instrumental music, re- 
citations, and orations by able speakers. Ali welcome. 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments: 
Eaton, O., Jan, 27.- 
Ohio Liberal Society, Cincinnati, Jan. 28th, 20th. 
Delphos, O., Jan. 30th, 31st., and Feb. 1st. 
Chicago, Ill., Feb. 18th, 25th. 
Toronto, March 4, 11. 

Those who desire lectures at any points between New 
York and Chicago, and in the vicinity of Chicago during 
the month of February, will please write at once to Mr. 
Putnam, care of Tar TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at3 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for January: 


28th—Mr. John Swinton: Subject, ‘‘ John 
rown of Ossawatomie.” 


Januat 


FRANKLIN SiErNER'S lecture engagements are as fole 


lows: 
Feb. 8, 9, 10, Murray, Ia. , Mar. 
* 11, Chicago, Ill. et 


| 9, Meriden, Conn. 
** 18, Alliance. O, | Y 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


11, Boston, Mass. 

12, 18, Harwich, Mase, 
‘¢ 14, Cotuit, Mass. 

* 15, Osterville, Mass, 
** 18, Boston, Mass. 


“ 298, New York City. 

* 25, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

* 98, Ellenville, N. Y. 
Mar. 4, Philadelphia, Pa. ** 21-23, Northport. N.Y, 

* 8, Norwalk, Conn. | ‘* 25, Newark, N. J. 

Mr. Steiner has some open dates for his return trip, 
aoe him, after February 12, in care of Taz TRUTH 

EKER. 


J. E. Remssure is now on his way East. 


His appoint» 
ments as far as arranged are as follows: 


Jan. 28, Geneseo, Ill. Feb. 9, Lima, O. 
* 29, Savanna, '" ** 10, Grelton, O. 
** 80, 31, Oakley, Wis. ** 11, Toledo, O. aft'noon 
Feb. 1, Broadhead, ‘‘ ** 11, Napoleon, O. night 
* 2, Steward, Ili. ** 18, Clyde, O. 
** 8, 4, St. Anne, Ill. ** 14, Attica, '* 
** 5, Dowagiac, Mich. ** 15, Massillon, O. 


** 6, Colon, Mich. EE 
* 7, Pieasant Lake, Ind. | ‘‘ 
* 8, MceGuffey, O. 


Appointments for New York and Pennsylvania, also 
additional appointments for Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, will be published later. me 


16, West Richfield, O. 
17, 18, Cortland, O. 
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betters of Ariends. 


Freethought First, Last, and All the 
Time. 
Hout, IA., Jan. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Epor: Herewith find post-office 
order for $15 to help lubrieste the axle of 
progress. Please apply ten of the amount 
on subscription to that great journal, THE 
Truru Szeexer, the balance to pay for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
by Samuel P. Putnam. 
I am for Freethought first, last, and all 
the time. N. G. O. Coa»., M.D. 


Well Pleased. 

AnMsTRONG, Fua., Deo. 30, 1893. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1, 
for which send copy of ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories; Comically Illustrated," in board 
covers. I get Tar Trora SEEKER once a 
week regularly, and am well pleased with 
it. I received the books you sent me, 
with which I am also well pleased, es- 

pecially ‘‘ The Creation of God.” 
Wa. NEISWENDER. 


A City of Churches aud Darkness. 

Nanarmo, B. C., Jan. 1, 1894 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $3 
for renewal of my subscription to THE 
Trora BEEEKER,. I could not do without 
it. I left San Francisco and am back to 
my old home, Nanaimo, so please hav the 
address changed accordingly. There sre 
very few Infidels here, but about as many 
churches as houses. Sunday all the stores 
and business houses are closed; in fact, 
everything except the churches. So you 
will imagin that the people are kept well 

in the dark. Mrs, E. KEMPER. 


“Age of Reason? Better Than the 
Bible. 
New Haven, Conn., Jan. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send me a few sam- 
ple copies of Tne Trutn SEEKER lam 
going to try for the prize, ‘‘Four Hun- 
dred years of Freethought.” I hav al- 
ready one subscriber besides mys: lf, and 
I ought to get two more with a.few copies 
to show. But priestcraft is pretty power- 
ful here in New Haven. 

I hav Thomas Paine's ‘‘ Age of Reason,” 
and T think more of it than I ever did of 
the Bible, though I was a Metbodist fif- 
teen years. The more I read the Bible the 
less I believed it and the more disgusted I 
was With its obscenity and lies. 

Roseuna L. STISSER. 


Never Born Again Nor Dipped in Holy 
Water. 
Beaver Dam, Wis., Jan. 9, E.M. 294. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find ex- 
press order for $9 to renew the subscrip- 
tions of myself and two others. We hav 
been waiting, as we expected, or had the 
promis, of two new subscribers, but the 
hard times beat us out of it. I hav taken 
the Boston Investigator continuously for 
‘forty-eight years, and Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
since it was first started by Brother Ben- 
nett. So, as you see, Iam an old, unre- 
generated heretic; hav been born but 
once, and was never plunged in holy wa- 
ter, although I hav managed to liv along- 
side of those who hav been blessed with all 
these advantages for sixty-nine years, and 
hav been blessed with better health and 
prosperity than most of them. Very truly 
yours, ANDREW WILLARD. 


Thinks Remsburg Might Be Iutroduced 
to the Lake. 
CnauMour, N. Y., Jan. 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inciosed are $2 to renew 
my subscription. Have been waiting in 
hopes of getting & new subscriber. There 
is one Liberal here besides myself, and he 
has promised to take the paper this year, 
-but failed to raise the money. There are 
two churches in this place. President 
Cleveland’s brother presides over one and 
an ex-coachman, who had a call, over the 
other. I hav never entered either. 

I received a letter from J. E. Remsburg, 
wanting to know if my Liberal friends 
would like a lecture. I honestly believe if 
he came here they would drown him in the 
lake. There are only a few here to whom 
I dare express my honest thoughts, and 
they act as though they were sorry for me. 
The ministers hav called on me, but never 


mention religion. Yours for liberty and | for one year. What are other Freethink- 


truth, Mary L. RYDER. 


Cau Civilized People Eujoy IlI-Gotten 
Wealth? 
PORTLAND, ORE., Jan. 8, E.m. 294. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send three copies of 
‘Old Testament Stories,” one copy 
“Facts and Fictions of Life," one Hill's 
‘*Money,” one ‘‘ Moderne Gotterdam- 
merung,” and ten copies of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER of December 23d. IfI were able 
I would send for one bundred or more 
copies to distribute, but I am such a poor 
devil I hav to look out for myself first. 
Such letters as that of Dr. Mak to Presi- 
dent Cleveland will be liked by most peo- 
ple, because it tells the truth in plain 
English fearlessly. God is nothing; a 
humbug, a ghost to scare people. It is 
impossible to prove that there can be such 
2 being. No one can prove it. But say 
some, You can’t make much if so honest 
as to always tell the truth. I can’t see 
how civilized people can enjoy wealth if 
they make it in a dishonest way. I inclose 
$5 money order. W. WEDEKEN. 


Is God Afraid of Atheists ? 
Crossy, TEx., Jan. 10, 1894, 

Mr. Eprron: Being a Freethinker, also 
a subscriber to TuE TRUTH SEEKER, it 
makes my heart glad to read the views of 
other Freethinkers, Infidels, and pro- 
gressiv evolutionists, and especially those 
of Mr. Putnam. I am disgusted with the 
Christian Statesman, which is mentioned 
in an editorial in the paper of December 
16th— **Applied Christianity " —wherein 
the Rev. T. S. Stevenson refers to the 
family as a divine institution and says that 
it belongs to '*God." Why does not the 
reverend hav '*God" raise up some 
families for general exhibition to convince 
Infidels of his (God's) rights and of his 
right to control in state and municipal 
affairs? Maybe he (God) is afraid of those 
Atheists that dare to speak their honest 
convictions in matters political, scientific, 
and religious. If God makes all things 
out of nothing, where did he get the 
electricity to set all nature, animate and 
inanimate, in motion? Can some of these 
praying priests answer the above question? 

J. C. Harvey. 


The Need of the Hour. 
DELPHOS, O., Dec. 28, 293. 

Mr. Epiror: At the last meeting of our 
association we were honored with the 
presence of John R. Charlesworth, who 
delivered a masterly and eloquent address 
to a highly appreciativ audience. In the 
absence of the president on account of 
sickness, the vice-president, Mrs. Dr. H. 
H. Brundage, presided with the dignity and 
parliamentary ability of a Blaine. Our 
association was only organized last sum- 
mer after Mr. Charlesworth had delivered 
a series of lectures, and the rapidity with 
which it has grown has far surpassed our 
expectations. A common expression is, 
**I had no idea there were so many Free- 
thinkers in the community until we got 
them together.” Many are surprised at 
finding old acquaintances radical Free- 
thinkers of whose liberal views they had 
no knowledge until our association was or- 
ganized. 

My humble opinion is that what we 
most need is the universal organization of 
local Freethought societies. Freethought 
lectures and subscriptions to Liberal papers 
and books will necessarily follow. The 
people will become sroused, and as they 
are yet the source of all political power in 
this country, no man will then be com- 
pelled to support s religion in which he 
does not believe, and the divorce of church 
and state in the United States will become 
absolute. B. A. Ronoson,. 

Sec. Freethought Ass’n of Delphos, O. 


What are We Doiug to Liberalize, Edu- 
eate, and Reform Christians ? 
SxownEGAN, Me., Jan. 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I see by the tab on Mrs. 
Bigelow's paper that you should hav $3, 
as we hav no right to read unless we pay. 
Since its founder was imprisoned it has 


been a weekly visitor in our home and. 


shall be as long as my mother can enjoy 
hearing its truths read, and I am able to 
pay $3 per year. I wish I was able to 
make every Liberal family in Maine a 
Christmas present of Tum TRUTH SEEKER 


‘atics, and all for Christ's sake! 


ers, Infidels, doing to educate, liberalize, 
and reform the enemies of liberty more 
than the Spiritualists are doing? Are not 
we, Spiritualists, trying to tear down the 
idols now worshiped? To do away with 
priestcraft and torture? Are we not serv- 
ing man instead of gods and devils? Some 
say to me: ‘‘Colonel Ingersoll does not 
believe as you do.” I think if all prac- 
ticed as he does, little children would 
suffer no more with cold and hunger. 
would never hear of many atrocious 
crimes now committed by religious fan- 
I care 
more for the teachings of Colonel Inger- 
soll, D. M. Bennett, and other Freethink- 
ers, than for the teachings of all gods. 
Why not join our forces and vote such 
men into office? Liberty and. the rights 
of the poor will never be vindicated until 
we join in one harmonious band of 
freedom-loving people. 
. Yours for truth and right, 
Dr. F. 8. BraErow. 


Sowing the Seeds of Evolutionary 


Thought. 


- Portnanp, ORE., Dec. 29, 1898. 

Mr. Eprror: Last Sunday night a week 
ago I was handed a lecturer's license, 
granted me by the Oregon State Secular 
Union. Mr. Smith said, ' We want you 
to help us now," and I promised to do so. 
The following Friday I paid the Southern 
Pacific Railroad company $2 to convey me 
to Ballston, the home of my most excellent 
friend, Wallace Yates. Upon my arrival I 
got acquainted with Mr. Kenneth Camp- 
bell, a stanch Freethinker and a constant 
subscriber to Taz Taurum SEEKER for the 
last seventeen years. Owing to the Christ- 
mas festivities at the Methodist church 
nothing was done toward a Freethought 
meeting until Tuesday evening. I spoke 
then on direct legislation and I let relig- 
jon alone. The people perhaps concluded 
that I was not very diabolical, even though 
I did associate with Mr. Campbell. Wed- 
nesday and Wednesday evening the 


| Grange lecturer spoke in the schoolhouse, 


and as so much lecturing was quite un- 
usual the people seemed to get a surfeit; 
but despite that, on Friday evening, al- 
though the weather was quite threatening, 
there were quite a number to hear me 
speak on evolution. It was s brand new 
subject to most of those present and of 
course the fact that it left God out of the 
universe aroused some opposition. I gave 
all who wished an opportunity to ask 
questions or to reply. Three asked ques- 
tions, among them the principal of the 
school. A few of my hearers were de- 
lighted, some pleased, and a number in- 
dignant; one man saying that such talk 
ought not be allowed. One thing is sure: 
Whatever else may be the result it will 
cause a widespread discussion and many 
of the facts I presented will not be for- 
gotten by some of the boys who were 
present. E 

Since the Secular Union has declared 
me competent for this work I am open for 
engagements. Address me at 29 Alder 
Street, Portland, Ore. Henry ADDIS. 


The Truth Shall Make You Free. 
Cutcaao, Inu., Dec. 18, 1893. 

Mr. Eprror: Let us look upon the 
world, the people, and the condition they 
are in at the present time, and then hon- 
estly ask ourselvs if it really is a blessing 
to be poor, or a curse to be rich, as stated 
in Luke vi, 20; Luke vi, 24; or Matt. vi, 19, 
‘Lay not up for yourself treasures upon 
earth.” Another of those fine teachings 
is, ‘‘Take no thought for the morrow;” 
yes, and & good many hav obeyed these 
teachings found in the so-called holy 
Bible, and therefore find themselvs in & 


, not very blessed, happy, for even healthy 


condition. It is indeed mot a blessing for 
any followers of Jesus to be poor and help- 
less, to depend upon charity, for a place 
to sleep and a meal to eat. No sane man 
or woman will rejoice in it and callita 
blessing; far better would it be, should he 
or she disobey the teaching of the Bible, 
take a thought for to-morrow, and lay up 
treasures upon this earth. Life would 
then be worth living. The Lord may dis- 
like you, but every good man, woman, 
and child will love and respect you, and 


We 


say, ‘Well done.” If the imaginary God 
love or respect me I know nor care not, 
but.I do care to be respected and loved by 
every good man, woman, snd child. This 
is my sim, and should be the aim of every 
one who means to do good. I am with 
our Robert G. Ingersoll, who says: ‘‘Now 
isthe time to be happy and this is the 
place to be happy.” But to be that, you 
cannot follow the teaching of the Bible. 
Like a Freethinker take a thought when. 
ever you can; do the best you can-to im- 
prove yourself aud your fellows. That is 
what Freethought teaches us; therefore, 
I for one hav broken sway from the Roman 
Catholic church and accepted a principle 
far better than the old—the Freethought 
principle. There is the grand saying of 
the noble Thomas Paine, **'To do good is 
my religion.” That is and shall be my 
religion. Sooner or later I will be appre- 
ciated by many more of the better class of 
people. The truth you shall know and 
the truth shall make youfree. Those are 
the words of Freethought; they are upon 
the lips of every honest, outspoken Free- 
thinker. Yes, and more of the truth we 
shall know when our grand Freethought 
poet and philosopher, Samuel P, Putnam, 
givs to the world his great work, ‘‘Four . 
Hundred Years of Freethought," and I will 
therefore inclose $5 for itto help along the 
cause, as well as to educate myself and 
friends who wish to know what Freethough 

has done and what it is to-day. : 

Please send book when out. 
WILLIAM LEMPERLE. 


The Science Sermous Society Meetiug. 
‘New York, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: At the Science Sermons 
Society, Sunday evening, the 14th inst., 
the attendance was fair. As the hour ap- 
proached for beginning the exercises, Dr. 
Foote, Jr., took the platform and reported 
news items of Freethought progress since 
his last report, and it was noticed that he 
used Tue TRUTH SEEKER freely in so 
doing. 

Dr. Eccles took the chair and announced 
the speaker of the evening, Professor 
Wingate. The professor had for his sub- 
ject ‘‘The Evolution of the City.” He 
told in general about how each of the 
eighty-four thousand post-office. towns in 
the United States had a beginning. First, 
a broad prairie and a stream of water or 
some other natural advantage; then the 
first settler and & few more, next the cross 
reads, the saloon, blacksmith shop, school, 
and of course a church, as otherwise the 
town would hav no institution to look 
after the local gossip and matrimonial 
contracts and scandals. 

Finally, he reached the topic of drain- 
age, and thought that this city should.con- 
duct its sewerage through tunnels, if nec- 
essary, out to sea, and maintained that in 
the center of every seven hundred by two 
hundred block here in New York there 
Should be a crematory for garbage. This 
‘question of drainage is connected with the 
subject of fertilization of the soil, as by 
the plan suggested by the speaker fer- 
tilizing products are carried into the sea 
and wasted. 

Allusion to Mr. Wakeman and some- 
thing that Moses had said touching the 


|subject of fertilization or drainage, had 
| the eftect of bringing. Mr. Wakeman to 


his feet after the principal address had 
been finished. This fluent debater showed 
himself quite as much at ease on tbe plat- 
form discussing manure in connection 
with Moses, as he does when tracing the 
Genesis of Christianity, or in pointing out 
the evolution and defects of the Holy 
Ghost. He maintained that by the waste 
of drainage, the gold of the soil is lost 
and that we owe a debt to the future gen- 
erations to return the food elements to 
the soil. The farms of New England and 
of the Atlantic coast are even now about 
worthless for agricultural purposes, and 
wheat and cereals hav to come from 
Dakota and the New West. In one or two 
generations more that source of supply 
will be exhausted, and Uncle Sam has no 
more virgin soil to dispose of to his chil- 
dren. Consequently, we see the relation 
between fertilizing the soil and the ‘‘evo- 
lution of the city" is very close, and Mr, 
Wakeman holds that it of fundamental 
importance to the human race that the ele- 
ments which produce food should be re- 
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turned to the soil and not deposited with 
McGinty at the bottom of the sea. This 
suggests that as animals breathe the 
oxygen given off by plants, and plants 


absorb the carbonic acid gas given: off 


by animals, so the soil and animal life must 
be made to support each other. 

Tbe lecturer next Sunday is to be a pro- 
fessor from the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, who will speak on Darwinism. 

Í d L. D. Ogme. 


The Battle for Liberty Is Not Won. 

Los ANGELES, CAL., Jan. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: Two revivals are now in 
progress here in Los Angeles—one con- 
ducted by Mrs. Woodworth, the evangel- 
ist, for the glory of God and the salvation 
of human souls, and the other by W. F. 
Jamieson for the elevation of humanity 
and salvation from the toils of priesteraft. 
This is Professor Jamieson's first visit to 
this coast, but his reputation had preceded 
him and created a desire in many minds to 
see and hear him. He lectured last Thurs- 
day night to a good audience on ‘‘Free- 
thought and Christianity Face to Face.” 
It is expected that he will deliver a course 


of eight lectures in this city, and if it is 


possible to find an opponent, a discussion 
with some orthodox clergyman will occur. 
A move is on foot to hav him meet Dr. 
Ravelin, late of San Francisco, in a discus- 
sion of that unsettled question regarding 
another state of conscious existence. Dr. 
Ravelin is an ex-clergyman and at present 
a prominent Spiritualist lecturer. 

Times are almighty hard here, and 
reformers of all kinds are thicker than 
dollars to sustain them; but it is hoped 
that ‘‘our people" will respond with 
enough of the needful to make this Free- 
thought revival & successful success, so to 
speak. Many Freethinkers hav become 
indifferent and seem to think that Free- 
thought has done its work, and I some- 
times feel a lack of enthusiasm when my 
reading is confined to that class of papers, 
and little is heard of the follies of Obris- 
tian superstition. To keep posted on what 


is going on I lately attended the revival 


meeting of Mrs. Woodworth, who, as your 
only brother will recollect, predicted the 
destruction of San Francisco some two 
years ago, but made a mistake on the date 


when the earthquake should swallow up 
It has been some 


saint and sinner alike. 
time since I came out of a religious meet- 


ing more nauseated and disgusted than I 


came out of hers, for she gave evidence of 
having less sense than the average inmate 
of a lunatic asylum. And yet there were 
those present who cried ‘‘Amen!” and 
drank in her foolishness with genuin ap- 
proval. Ontside her tent I saw men with 
Bibles in their hands discussing the tenets 
of different sects aud trying to convince 
one another that they were wrong and did 
not understand what such and such pas- 
sages really meant; and I listened to their 
pueril nonsense until an opportunity came 
to turn.loose a few Freethought ideas, 
which I did; and a general discussion took 
place that was not expected or desired by 
those who held the idea that faith is a 
passport to heaven and reason applied to 
religion is a sacrilege. The same old 
worn-out absurdities and disgusting non- 
sense are still being dealt out to the peo- 
ple, and while it is, Freethinkers must 
work to nullify and counteract its effects; 
and if anyone gets to thinking that Free- 
thought has no further work to do let him 
dispel that idea by going where fools are 
still made for Christ’s sake and the glory 
of God—into churches or revival meetings. 
C. SEVERANCE. 


{Let no Freethinker dream that super- 
stition is more than scotched. Christian- 
ity is still the dominant force in politics, 

\ social life, and literature. Its poison is in 
the blood of the race and it will take cent- 
uries to drain it away. There are 111,000 
preachers in the United States. Against 
these how few are the Freethought leot- 
urersand scientific instructors! A Sunday- 
school at every crossroads. Against these 
nurseries of falsehood we can put—what? 
No, we hav plenty to do: Whoever doubts 
it needs only to read the bulletins of the 
census of 1890 and the reports of the 
churches and their auxiliary societies. 


Red Hot. : 
. Oumr, Tex., Jan. 4, 1894 
Mz. Eprron: Having just read a couple 
of articles in the newspapers, I find myself 
at the boiling point of indignation. and 
feel constrained, with your approval, to 
blow off a little of my caloric in the col- 


umns of Tae TRUTH SEEKER, -It seems 


that among a number called on to giv 
some reasons for publication why Thanks- 
giving day should be observed by all, the 
Rt. Rev. Father Ducey had his say. This 
father (an appellation no doubt deserved 
for more reasons than one) has been good 
enough to inform the whole people of the 
United States that the Washington proc- 
lamation was simply justified by the fact of 
the pope ^f Rome sending over here this 
year his beloved and personal representa- 
tiv, Satolli Father Ducey, speaking of 
some little opposition to this move, says: 
“The winds and waves seemed to hav 
threatened the bark of the church in this 
country, but the vicar of Christ, Leo 
XIIL, heard the words of his master. He 
has spoken them with the voice and au- 
thority of the Lord. He has commanded 
the winds and waves to be still, and the 
apostolic delegate, representing Leo XIII., 
is master of the situation." (Do you mind 
that?) ‘‘We certainly bav many reasons 
to be thankful to God for the wisdom and 
fatherly spirit shown to the American 
Catholic church in the personality of Arch- 
bishop Satolli.”” (Jesus wept!) 

It was on that same pious Thanksgiving 
day that the recent Italian importation, 
now emboldened by his unlooked-for suc- 
cess, saw fit to enlighten this benighted 


| people with his views on our Constitution 


and to inform us of the only possible way 
in which to perpetuate it—viz., by uni- 
versal approval and adoption of Catholic 
schools and gov-rnment-money support of 
same. In short, the union of state with 
the Romish «church. This insolence and 
effrontery of this Jesuit priest, ignorant of 
even our language, fresh from the caves 
and dens of Vatican plotting and sinister 


design—by nature, education, and practice ` 


utterly unfitted to comprehend the princi- 
ples of our form of government—is alarm- 
ing to contemplate; for he would not thus 
insolently push to the front were he not 
sure of the underhold he has in the masses 
of ignorance and superstition, soon to be 
openly wielded in government affairs in 
the interest of priestcraft and popery, and 
of the backing he has from great and ill- 
gotten wealth, which is willing to con- 
tribute largely to this army of money- 
loving priests as a kind of secondary 
police to hold the starving masses in 
check when the conflict comes. If the do- 
ing of good to us poor heathen, as this 
oily-tongued, saintly individual would hav 
us believe, is the object of his coming to 
this country, representing the holy firm of 
God, Leo, and Virgin, why didn’t he with 
his vast spiritnal graces and adornment 
stay in his own miserable, bankrupt, 
poverty-stricken country? Ah! there is 
where his saintly services are most needed 
—where the greater part of the legislativ 
body are now under indictment for rob- 
bing the public treasury; where the peas- 
antry of the country are living on chest- 
nuts snd the townspeople on beggary and 
maccaroni; where the whole social fabric 
is honeycombed with secret organizations 
for revenge and murder, and where there 
are more assassinations every year than in 
all the other European states put together. 
Why did he leave that glorious field for 
Christ-like endeavor to cross the broad At- 
lantic? Because he and his sort hav nearly 
sucked that country dry. There in that 
fairest of lands is where that diabolical 
combination of wealth, jesuitical craft, hy- 
pocrisy, and lust of power and gold, which 
he ealis his holy church, has had supreme 
sway for fifteen hundred years, and see to 
what a deplorable pass it has brought the 
most fertil and delightful land on the 
globe. Then look at poor Ireland, raising 
principally a crop of priests for export to 
America, the most devoted followers of 
popery in the world, torn, bleeding, 
poverty-stricken, and full of hatred and 
malignity to Protestant England, and all 
the work of their insane devotion to their 
holy religion and the blood-sucking priest- 


poisonous, paralyzing influence, and ig- 
norance, poverty, superstition, war, and 
slavery are its certain fruits. ` 

It was very good of Satolli to come so 
far to look after our souls, to pray us out 
of his purgatory, to preserve our republi. 
can form of government, and finally to 
land us with Peter in heaven (all for good 
pay in the best coin ọf the realm), and 
there are millions of credulous, supersti- 
tious fools who will believe this; but intel- 
ligent men and women all over the country 
see in his coming and firm plantiog in 
princely style almost under the dome of 
the capitol, the beginning of the estab- 
lishment of a religious ‘‘ Mafia,” which in 
a fow years will make the profession of a 
belief in and adherence to popery the pre- 
requisit to a seat in Congress. When 
Blucher went over to London, just after 
Waterloo, they took him to the top of 
St. Paul’s to view the city. Looking over 
that wilderness of wealth, he blurted out 
from the depths of his brutal heart: 
**Mine Got, vot plunder!” and so, when 
this cunning, ambitious Italian came ovér 
here and received the fulsome, degrading 
demonstrations of the great crowds, rode 
in special palace cars free of expense, 
towered high over al! the other prophets 
of Israel at Chicago, and received the 
marked attentions. and flatteries of our 
three hundred pounds of president, he no 
doubt shouted in the depths of his design- 
ing nature, when he viewed the wealth 
and magnificence of this great country as 
contrasted with his blood-sucked, ruined 
Italy: ** Mine Got, vot plunder!” 

And that, freemen of America, is what 
he is here for, in the interest of his master, 
Leo XIIL, and that political machine 
called the holy Catholic church, which 
grasps at universal dominion through the 
ignorance, the passions, and the supersti- 
tions of mankind. What are you going to 
do about it? For one thing I should say: 
Support all the Freethought publica- 
tions you can, and everywhere and at all 
fit times denounce this conspiracy against 
our country and our liberties. 

Yours truly, 8S. Q. ETHERIDGE. 


Some Questions Pointedly Answered. 
New Lowpon, Conn., Jan. 6, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I wish to announce through 
the columns of Tae Trurs SkgrkzR the 
death of my brother, John N. Price, who 
lived in Wayne county, W. Va. He wasa 
Liberal and a free-hearted one; no beg- 
gar went hungry from his door. He died 
very suddenly from heart failure. His 
friends and relativs think that his death 
was a judgment from God, and, in writing 
to me of the sad occurrence, they asked me 
several questions, which I will proceed to 
answer through your paper. In the first 
place, regarding my brother’s death as a 
judgment from God (for that is one of the 
questions asked), I will say that if it is one 
of God's judgments it differs very slightly 
from many other instances wherein he has 
brought his judgment to bear upon the un- 
believer and believer as well, for both be- 
liever and unbeliever die from  heart- 
failure. In the second place, it would be 
8 Strange judgment to take it in his own 
hands to kill the heretic when he had sent 
only a shouting set of ignoramuses to try 
and turn him into the ways of the Lord; 
but right here is presented what is a puz- 
zle to my mind. This is the second one of 
my brothers that has died in this manner. 
The first was a believer in the Bible, 
Gods, and ghosts; he fell dead while do- 
ing his chores, and the canting profession 
pointed to it asa wa ning to my brother 
and me to get into the bloody old ship of 
Zion. Now, when my Freethinking 
brother dies while out at his work the sky- 
pilot points to it as a judgment upon him 
and a double warning to me. Why did 
God kill one of his believers as a warning 
to two unbelievers? Fie! out upon such 
an idea! By saying such nonsensical 
things you make out God’s character to be 
mnch worse than I thought it was. I 
knew all the while that he was a vicious 
old wretch, but I did not know before that 
he would sacrifice one of his believers in 
order to frighten two unbelievers. And 
again, did he not know that by the Liberal 
death is looked upon as the result of a nat- 
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and what may come after death. I hold 
still more firmly to my belief in the ability 
of death to end all suffering, all pain, all 
joys and gladness—in fact, all conscious- 
ness. Death is only a change of the chem- 
ic 1l compound composing the animal or- 
ganism. Nature has run its course; the 
vital force is depleted, and animation 
ceases: Then the elements of which the 
body is composed separate, and decompo- 
sition apparently destroys every vestige of 
them; but the fact is that not one atom of 
the elements composing the human being 
has been destroyed; they hav only sepa- 
rated. The water has left the carbon and 
returned to its simple state, and perhaps 
the identical water that gave fluidity to the 
blood of the patriots of the Revolution is 
to-day quenching the thirst of some living 
human. So with everything else of which 
the human body is composed. 


Iam asked if I don’t think it probable 
that there is an immortal soul in man. I 
answer, No. No more than IJ believe that 
our bodies are immortal. The soul is of 
mater and is entirely dependent upon 
matter for its existence. Thus the chemi- 
cal compound, the brain, givs off the re- 
sult—feeling, tasting, hearing, smelling, 
thinking, etc. If a certain lobe of the 
brain be taken out, then the sense depend- 
ent. for existence upon that lobe is de- 
stroyed; take the brain away altogether, 
and where would the mind or soul be? It 
could not exist. Thus when the matter, 
the compound of elements, giving rise to 
the soul (mind) be separated or decom- 
posed, the soul ceases to exist just as the 
senses cease to exist when the body dies. 


I am also asked what I think about God 
or about the existence of God. God ex- 
ists only in the diseased imagination of the 
superstitious, and was created through 
primitiv man’s inability to account for the 
forces in nature which were beyond his 
comprehension. The :Christian points to 
the savages as a proof of the existence of 
a God; to the fact that savage nations be- 
lieve in the existence of a supreme being. 
That is conclusiv proof that the scientist is 
correct in his idea of the creation of God. 
The thunder’s roar was the voice of an an- 
gry God; beautiful sunshine was his smile; 
good fortune his favor, while misfortune 
was evidence of his displeasure. But now 
the thundering voice no longer terrifies 
the superstitious, because it has ceased to 
be the angry growling of a fire-spitting 
God-myth; the sunshine is no longer the 
pleasing smile of the deity; fortunes and 
misfortunes are alike brought about by 
circumstances, and not by the caprices of 
a changeful God. God was a terror to the 
superstitious while he had the power to 
cause the earth to swallow up whole com- 
panies of men, to smite entire armies with 
blindness or death, or frighten the sweet 
life out of both king and men by making a 
big noise that resembled an army’s charge. 
But for several centuries he has either 
been ashamed to resort to such unfair sub- 
terfuges, or ha: in his dotage lost the 
power to do so; at all events, he has ceased, 
operations since Napoleon demonstrated 
80 plainly that it was the heavy guns and 
big battalions that won. God to-day con- 
sumes time in counting hairs and watch- 
ing sparrows as they fall. i 

My interlocutor goes on and asks me : 
why I cannot be a Christian. That is a 
question that would take up too much time 
and space to answer fully. The embrace- 
ment of Christianity would involve faith 
in a myth, belief in impossibilities, such 
as supernatural interference with the laws 
of nature. To be a Christian I would hav 
to accept a mass of contradictions as God’s 
holy truths; I would hav to accept as an 
infallible moral guide a book that teaches 
cruelty to women, prostitution, polygamy, 
concubinage, theft, cannibalism, false- 
hood, deception, lying, robbery, ete. 
(John E. Remsburg, ‘‘Bible Morale. n 
To be a Christian I would hav to accept 
the Bible as the truth, the revealed will of 
God; but that I cannot do. ; 

In conclusion, I would choose morality 
for its own sake and not for Christ’s sake. 
Go, you who preach the gospel, and take 


! up the ax or the hoe and try to make an 


honest living as other laborers do, and you 


hood. Look at Spain, Mexico, Central 
and South America, wherever this holy 


Liberals are optimistic only because they 
view the world subjectivly. The sense of 
security will vanish when you mingle with 
the masses.—Ep. T. S.] 


church has been firmly planted, and there | I see nothing in the d: ath of my brother i 
like a deadly upas tree it disseminates its to cause me to waver in my ideas of death 


ural cause, and therefore is not so fright- | will find that you can help yourselvs with- 
ful as some of God’s loved ones think?! out the sid of your loving, revengeful 
God. Yours for Freethought, 

SaMvzEL B. Price. 
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| Sr. AxTHONY Parr, Mw., Nov. 23, 1893. 


€ Ildren's Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fal? 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
_ Vhen the night is beginning to lower. 
* awes a pause in the day's occupatiors 
That is known as the Children's Henr.” 


Birthplace of Burns. 


In reverent mood, 
Y stood within the space. where he. 
The trn? interpreter of Nature’s melodies. 
First the light of day beheld. 
The little room where he was born— 
The niche that once the humble cot 
Had filled whereon he lay 
‘Clasped in his mother’s arms;— 
The ample firerlace. where he 
‘Once watched the embers’ flickering light. 
Or laughed in glee to seo the yellow flame 
Caress, with wanton touch and boisterous mirth. 
The unhewn log. 
"The hearthstone, where in infancy he frolicked— 
‘The walls. his hands had wandered o’er, 
In childish play and pastime;— 
‘The open door, where he ran out and in— 
AJl—all were there 
There were the narrow windows, 
The modest panes of class, 
Through which. aforetime, he had often looked. 
Watching. with wondering eye-. the flecks of 
floating clouds. 
The budding trees, the green, upspringing grass 
The singing birds, the flocks npon the hills, 
The ivy-covered kirk, and yard of daisied, 
mounds, 
O'er which the banks and bracs of Doon 
Kep* watch and ward ;— 
The brig that spanned the silver stream. 
The generous earth, with all its mysteries and 
marvels— 
All. as of old. were there. 
Suddenly. a nimbus, 
A shimmering. purpling light, 
Flooded the low-walled room; 
And in its center arose the figure of a woman;— 
Blithe and bonny as the morning glory !— 
Herself à poem—a gleam of opal-tinted sunshine, 
A dream of love-ombodied womanhood. 
She was the poet’s mother; 
The queenly giver of & child of song, 
Whose minstrelsy hath echoed in the hearts of 
millions, 
Allo’er the wondrous world 
Fen a4 I looked, the vision vanished, 
And disappeared the purple mist: 
While in its place remained the quiet 
Of the ‘unlit summer day. 
Amid the fragrant memories of the hour. 
This thought stole in: While we 
Weave chalets for the poet’s brow, 
Should we not place one little flower, 
One sweet forget-me-not, 
Upoo the bosom of that first, best friend, 
His mother ? Susan H Wixon. 
SS f (e —— ——— — 


Correspondence. 


SALMON Arm, Dec. 14, 1898. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I wrote a letter to 
the Children's Corner. which was pub- 
lished December 2d. My name was mis- 
spelled. It was spelled Bella, which makes 
an of a difference. Please correct mis- 
take and oblige one of your Liberal 

friends, Bera S. Borton. 


[It certainly makes a vast difference. 
But Bela might do worse than to be mis- 
taken for a rir}. The Corner will always 
hav a place for your letters, anyway.—Ep. 


C. C.] 


McCoy, OR., Dec. 18, 1893. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: As I saw my other 
letter in print, I will try to write again. 
I go to school and study reading, spelling, 
arithmetic, mental arithmetic, history, 
grammar, and geography. My papa takes 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and I like to read 
the Children’s Corner very much. I goto 
a dancing club every two weeks. I like 
to dance very well. I would like to cor- 
respond: with some of the girla about 
twelve years old that write to the Corner. 

Yours sincerely, Doris SEARS. 


[It is very well to know how to dance, 

for it is flne amusement, —Ep. C. C.] 
DzrPnos, O., Dec. 23, 1898. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I read the Children's 
Corner every week, but I hav not yet suc- 
ceeded in reading aletter from here. I 
am now taking the pleasure of writing a 
few lines, We hav taken TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER for quite a long while, and I don't 
think we could d^ without it. 

Mr. Charlesworth has delivered us two 
series of lectures, and we expect to hav 
Mr. Putnam for January 30th, 31st, and 
February 1st. 

Iam thirteen years old. I go to school 
and Iam in C Grammar. I remain your 
Liberal friend, PEARL MILLER. 


[Pearl will hav a great treat in hearing 

: Mr. Putnam, as she did in listening to Mr. 

Charlesworth. We hope to hear from our 
Pearl often.—Ep. C. C.] 


Ex Paso, Tex., Nov. 20, 1893. 
Drar Miss Wixow: I em visiting my 
cousin, H. G. Stillwell, of E] Paso, who is 
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an old subscriber to Toe TRUTH SEEKER, 
and I enjoy reading the Corner very 
much. I never see any letters from 
Texas, so will write and hope it will es- 
cape the wastebasket, 


thousand inhabitants, situated on the Rio 
Grande river, and has street cars running 
across the river to Juarez, in Mexico. 
great many Mexicans liv here, and Iam 
learning to speak their language. 

We hav four little wild ducks that my 
cousin crippled and caught, and we are 
trving to domesticate them. 

Iam nine years old Hoping to see this 
in print, and wishing good luck to the 
Corner and Miss Wixon, I will close. 

Juanrra Rooxu PooLE. 


[Wa are glad to hear from Texas, and 
hope Juanita will write often to the Cor- 
ner. The picture of the cactus is hand- 
some, but what is a resurrection plant? 
Please tell us about it, and tell also that 
which you may hav learned in relation to 
the cacti.— Ep. C. C.] 


Coorzrstown, N. D. Deo. 19, 1898. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my second 
letter to the Corner. Well, I want to tell 
you about a Congregational minister who 
called on mother and me one day this fall. 
He brought us a lot of Sunday-school 
papers. So I gave him some TRUTH 
Szexers. He said he liked to read both 
sides. He is a college mate of Mr. Put- 
nam's, but he doesn't like him, so he 
abused him, But mother told him he 
must not, because he was her favorit writer. 
He said science and religion went together. 
Then he said if you take away my religion. 
what hav you to giv me in place of it? 
Then I showed him Mr. Heston's picture 
in Toe TRUTH SEEKER August 12th. And 
then he said, ‘‘My, oh my! What are 
our children coming to?” Then he said 
he wanted to see father to talk with him. 
Mother invited him to come when father 
was at home. Mother told him he would 
enjoy a visit from a preacher, for father is 
just one of those Freethinkers who like an 
argument. Then the preacher said he 
wasn’t afraid to talk to any such man as he. 
Ma told him that he might hav more talk- 
ing than he wanted by the time he got 
through with him. The preacher hasn't 
come yet. Pa can never meet him when 
he is in town. I am eleven years old and 
am proud to say I am a Freethinker. 

Yours Truly, B. Kunuwz. 

P. S.—The preacher's name is O. P. 

Champlain. 


[That preacher is away behind the times, 
as most of his ilk are. Bee and his papa 
and mamma are ever so far away beyond 
him. Mr. Putnam is one of the best 
writers of the king's English, and to hear 
him speak is an inspiration. Ifthatpreach- 
er could but listen to him once it would 
save his ‘‘never-dying soul" from ever 
abusing an absent fellow-creature again as 
long as he livs,—Ep. C. C.] 


Gorz Bax, MANITOULEN i 
Dee. 28, 1898. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: As I am writing 

other letters, [ thought I would write one 
to you. Iam going to tell you how we 
spend the winter on the Manitoulen island. 
When the first snow comes all the children 
bring out their sleighs to break roads for 
sleigh-riding (we hav broken a hill in front 
of our place this winter); then we build 
forts and snowball each other. We go to 
school on dog-sleighs; sometimes the boys 
skate up the river, which flows in front of 
the school. When the bay is all frozen 
over we go out and slide on the ice. 
Sleighing parties go out to entertainments 
or parties in the evenings, Prohibition 
meetings are being held all over the island, 
so that affords quite a bit of amusement. 
There is going to be one held here next 
Saturday evening. 
_ We have quite a time to get a mail here 
in winter. Dogs hav to pull it across the 
ice to the North Shore. I hay only one 
correspondent yet; his name is Clyde M. 
Clough. I wrote him a letter, but he has 
not answered it. 

Igave a recitation at the Church of Eng- 
land’s Christmas entertainment. It was 
entitled ** The Christmas Guest.” I re- 
ceived a pair of gold bracelets from mamma 
on Christmas, and I gave her a china 
porridge set, and papa a china cup, 
saucer, and plate. Do you think it is right 
to tell children there isa Santa Claus? I 
do not. I hav a very large doll that wants 
a name; I would like you to suggest a 
name for her. . 

I think my letter is getting too long, so 
I will come to a close. Wishing you a 
bright and prosperous New Year, I am 

Your Freethinker friend, 
Grace E, Bea: .. 

[It is right to tell the truth always. 
Santa Claus does not exist, and never did, 
Name the dolly for some good woman. 
How would Frances Wright answer?—Ep. 
9€, 0,] E 


El Paso is a very pretty town of eleven. 


And blossom in the winter time, 


If pansies really bow and smile, 


And if the pretty butterflies 


place of oars for pleasure. J. S. MARTIN. 


Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my second 
attempt to write to the Corner, and since I 
saw my first letter published, I thought I 
would write again. 

I go to school now. I study reading, 
arithmetie, spelling, history, sentences, 
and language. Iam in the second room, 
in the highestelass; there are three classes 
in each room. In two weeksI will be in 
the third room. There are three rooms. 
I go to Baker school. 

I wish I had $100 to givto the poor little 
children, so that they might get some 
warm clothes and food for Thanksgivin 
day and Christmas. : 

I would like very well to hav some of the 
children that write to the Corner write to 
me. Ifthey do I will write to them. 

Y will send a piece of poetry, and I hope 
to see it in print. 

I remain one among your Libera] 
friends. Address, 

BLANCHE CHAMBERLIN, 
St. Anthony Park, Minn. 

[Blanche is sympathetic and benevolent. 
It is much better to feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked yourself than to ask God 
to do it.—Ep. C. C.] 


LITTLE MAMIE WONDERS. 
I wonder why the fiowers died, 
And why they cannot grow, 


Books by Helen H. Gardener, 


ered fast 


$ 
^ 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


S THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: Daver, 50 cents. 


opAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. | 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
i ovis T ober cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 

A Splendid Judge of a Woman The Lady of the 
Gub Under Protest -Forthe Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell's 
Fate—My Patient's Fate. 


Pri*e, paper. 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Out in the soft white snow ? 


I wonder why the leaves fell off 
Just when they looked so gay, 

And when the bare trees creak and moan, 
I wonder what they say? 


I wonder if the crocuses 
Are truly fast asleep? 


And violets ever weep? 

I wonder what the busy bees 
Are doing in the hive? 
Are frozen or alive? 


I wonder if the birds went South, 
Or if they came together, 

And flew above the clouds to heaven, 
To miss the stormy weather? 


Paper, 50 cents. 


I wonder if they will come back 
From some warm sunny clime? 
And, oh! I wonder when is spring? 

To-morrow, or some time? 
FEUGAT ESL 


A World Beater. 


SnoHomisa, Wasm., Dec. 30, 1898. 

To Tue Truru SrEkER Famy: If any 
of the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER, or 
any friend of one, builds boats or keeps 
them to let, I would be pleased to hav him 
communicate with me, as I hav invented 
a handpower for propelling small boats 
that surpasses anything of the kind in the 
world; can make from six to eight miles 
per hour with ease, and will stem the swift- 
est current. Patent is secured and I am 
now ready to sell state rights. If anyone 
wishes to know anything about my power 
without conferring with me, I refer them to 
George E. Macdonald of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER staff. He has sat in my boats and 
worked the power. It is bound to take the 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTEN'8; 


Piefsce—Theo F ction of Fietion:—A Day in Court 
—Throw , in Wi h the City's Dead - An Irre- 
spon ible Educated Class—The Moral He- 
spensib luy of Woman in Heredity— 
Won anasan Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in :t3 Relati ns to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorre and ihe Pro- 


ion and impede the progress of man. I 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 


posed Nati»nal Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
&cy—Common 
Sense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 


WATER OF LIFE Free Pamphlet. 
J. R. PERRY, Wilkes Barre, Pa. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 


t shows 


rowed systom, of religion. ghat the Bp is not the Bible. 

in accord wi cience, tha e & 

scheme is futile and foolish, and that rollin d Every Woman Shouid Read it 
not areal benefit to man. : and : 


Price, 20 cents, six for 81. : A 
Address THR TRUTH RREKER. Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 


Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, - 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price. 26 cents. Address THE WRUTH SEEKER. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knees.” 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette plana. New York. 


BOOKS BY | 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. 
The Seeret of the East; or, The Origin 


of the Christian Religiou aud the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 


Physical Edneation; or, The Health-Laws 

of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, &1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Ontdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 


trated by H. Faber. oth id 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Tafavette place, New York, 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL STORY, . 
By Mss. E. . Barr. 


A new edition of that splendid prose poe 
“Life.” by "the prince o orators.” Col. R [en 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, * one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a+ ouvyenir 
not only of intellectua! greatness, but of arti-tic 
workmanshin. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. Thesize is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 15 cents, post-paid. j 
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New Publications. | New Publications. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT To PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


Boox L.—PLEASURE: Chap. I.—Sources of PONTENTS: 
ER : . I.— . t leasure. Chap. IL— i = 
Ideal Pleasures. Chap IV —Social Pleasures. Chap: i gab teehee ee Satai e the 
Barbarian and the Civilized. Chap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Chap. VIL Chris henity, 
Boox IL—iIwTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpose of lite. Chap, II. -Material Pleasures. 
c hap: ee Fleasuros: snow ied e. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
: 5 r dim e es: arac ja ap. VI.—Social Pleasures Chap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 
OOK .—MORAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. IL. i B 
Chap. JU MM Pleasures: Refinement. Chaps y aperiat diss ures; Prudene. 
; - Caused by Mostra Me AERA Chap. VL—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL Vice 
OOK .—SocisL DEVELOPMENT: ap. L—"rogress. Cuap. IL— i itali 
Socialism: Respestivly an Actual, an Imminent, anda Propose smon, Capitalism, and 
Bovereignty. hap. III —Condition of Agriculrure. Chap. IV. Public Schools, the 
Mene, Mene: Tekel of Socialism. Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 


| New Publications. 


JOHN E. 


. REMSBURG’S 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 

For fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that i4 irres’stibie and overwheiming, aud which must put this question 
at rest forever. In ad ition to the testim ny of twenty w. nesses who claim that Lincoln wa: 
a Christian, and which is reviewed and refute, ne adduces the testimony of more than a hun- 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Linco:n wa: nots Uuri tian. ‘Chese witnesses include 
his wife and other, relatives; his three law partae, s; his private secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis most) tim.te friends. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged 


As a Missionary Document it is uaexcelled. Amoi ; the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remsburg are: lhe Church and Morality; Crim nal Statis;.cs, showing the creeds of the pris. 
oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Chureh aud Science; the Churen 

i ; the Caurch and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman's 
eform; the Ohurch and the Republic Price, 10 cents 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkab i i 3 
men who are in every way qualified as judges of buke le production which have been rendered by 


This is a spirited, rattling g. rt of a book that skates right al j i 
out mu, h shove he. Wiemer tie we is thin of not. Ie answ.rs tie Mob Er oai Ar pn 
A s ] and summum bonum of lif : i ; 
—by Qna ord, Pleasure et Thaddeus B. Wakeman, life, and the real cau: e and motive of progress? 
e sharpiy atta:ks, also, modern methous of education, and in this he i 
boine eut vy the facts, ana his arraignment is practically unanswerable His ook ds Arbres dd 
curona, andsug patiyo onoz New. re Commercial Advertiser. : 

The wan who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and i iti : 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, noi an attempt xS M Dit he is eee ibo OF 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can read this book and disagree with the leadin propositions. 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It isa work of common-sense Socialism. ‘The 
chapter on publie schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
gant s ot sentences Pre iore of being Tramea E political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 

i a not only for its lit ich i incisi 1 
Th bol io aes sayings x. » Vashon. its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 
ere we have pnilosophy up to date, the advance word of th i i E 
abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words upon Gp conausvot hareri not aia 
trated with such an abundance of anecdotes and metaphor as add real entertainment to solid in 
struction. This isan important book. striking at superstition and unreasonable tradition, ana up- 
holding individual liberty in defiance of g»vernmentat law and sosial custom. After reading this 
_ book one feels that the author will never be able to write another, for he has put all his life and 
knowledge: into Me Every pago bristles with pints; there is no padding or filling in, no mere 
y ; clean-cut apothegms abound, ine is di - ` 
sant enO CONDE Ront an out a gm: and every line is dictated by nard-head. d 


and Learning; the Caure i and Liberty 
Rights Movement; the temperance H 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Scripture; Falsehood aad Daveption; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 
tion; Murder; Wars of Conguest and Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and Persecu- 
tion; Injustice to Wo aan; Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Cannibalism; Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
rance and Idiocy; Obscenity. Prica, singls copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, 81. Special discount 
on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 
ever written on the Sabbath from a rational roint of view. Large and handsome print. Thn 
guestion is dıs.ussed under the fo lowins heads: Origin of the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 

abbath; the Christian Scriptures and, the Sa»bath; Examination of Sunday Argumeats; 
Origin of the Christian Sabbath; Testimony of tas Christian l'athers; the Sabbath durin 
the Middle Ages; ths Puritan Sabbath; "Testimony of Chrisvian Reformers, Scholars, and 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: 
Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 
Relievers Feine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; bound, paper, 2 cents; pe: 
OZ., 40 cents. 


Thomas Paine. Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 
delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindjcates his name from the 
aspersions cast upon it. Choice extracts from * Common Bense,” t American Crisis," ** Rights 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


“Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel. 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. : 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette PL, New York N. Y. 


—THE— of Man,” and " Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine's character from more than 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and Amer’ca. many of them written expressly for thi. 
| work. Second edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. neatly bound, and containing a 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
- I The Apostle of Liberty. ; 
An address delivered in Paine Hall, bef re the N. E. Frecthinkers' Convention, January 


29,1884. Price, i0 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
For all the above works address H aate Place, Now York. 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION oF 
CHURCH AND 


AN AGNOSTIC'S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian's Belicf; Why Was 


. 


STATE. 
the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
18 5 Full-Page Pilute's Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 
g Illustrations. Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bod"; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 


Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan's Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul's Account; St. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneons Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


` Prise, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 


THE ARTIST Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
DESIG YS PU Mage gros. 
- + . yr 
THE DESIGNER. 44 Digest of Science. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: — : 
16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. : 
2 = The Church Kobbing the People. s Missionaries. 
2 the Thanksgiving. " The Lord's Instruments. I 
D s Sabbath Laws. E Bible Doctrines and Their Results, l 
A a Children and the Church. ae The Church and Slavery. 


on 
e 
t 


Priests and Politics. 

5 Ireland and the Church. . 

EX Ohurch’s Idea of Civilization. 

e The Uses ^f the Cross. 

st Unkind iteflections a the Church. 


Woman and the Church 

m The Church and Thomas Paine. 
Studies in Natural History. | 

nA The Bible and Science. 

d The Clergy and Their Flocks. 


DRAWERS 
ë 
: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 


Peri RD TO DOM CH 
t 


a 


á Pacey: im Our Ponitontiaries, x A Z erneomions of the hurch. E k M 
* — The Lord and His Works. EB CE o of their respective Environments. 
10 bs Phe Groeds. ? " TM rtraseodk: E 
1 xi Christians and Mohammedans. H By JAMES B. AL DER. 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the cred t «f putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price xt world have been a cheap hook. Art.st Heston as & portrait painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful si:ccess. and we judge from our own f elings that nearly every Literal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages 
: : Price, express prepald bv us, oniv $2.75. : 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as th 
* Humboldt Library of Science,” the " International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing eene m 
simple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberslism He has dedicated his genius to e 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for ihe cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
nres do not make up the whole of this volume There aie nearly two hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrati ns, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
faisıty of the chnren's professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
book is one of tue best weapons against Christianity snd the church that has ever been pnt in the 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Jo you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A OHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
BSOIENOE! 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worshi 
-4. €, appreciate the worth of the Universal other. * SIE NOMEA nature 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW ? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


62 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 27, 1894. 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


— 


^ Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
M vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
P' trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and.aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
; : of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Paine's "Age of Reason,” it enables someody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
9ariety of subjects :nclude all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought Price, 
vloth. 81; paper, 50 cents. : Address HE TRUTH SEEKER 


DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A. Retutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 


an Intelligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitistes Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers 
n If There Were n. Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
ILL. If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for Ț 

His Processes Are Egregion-ly Slow. 

They Are Egregio: siy ~ asteful, 

They Ofen Nerve No Ure, . 

. They Have Produc: d Fauitv Mechanisms. E 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitima. 
Y. What Actually Did Cause So-Called Design. 

VL Astronom: and Design 
VII. The Argument of + First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


PPAPPALLAPPADIO® 


Price 15 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Readv. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Kemsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln's religious belief. Soon after the remains of America's most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield. one of his biographers, Dr. Hilland. put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian, The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, and again denied. And thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. KIX n ` 

Tor fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate frienas. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon. Hon John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col. 
John G Nic olay, Judge David Davis, Col Jesse W. Fell, Hon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne, 
Judge Stephen I’. Logan, Joshua F. Speed, Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. O. H. 
Ray, Col. F. S. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman, Col. R. G Ingersoll, Leonard W, Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. E. B. v ashburne, Hon. E. M Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Field Hon. 
Geo. €. Julian, Hon, John B. Alley, Hon, Hu h McCulloch, Gen. M M. Trumbull Rev. Da-id 
Swing, Rey. Robert Collyer, Judge Jesse W. eik, Hon. J. B. Usher, Hon. Geo. 8. Boutwell, Hon. 
Wm, D Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward. Hon. John Covode, Bon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen. D W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich. Judge James M. Nelson Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, Rev. J chn W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Barah Lincoln, 

rs. Mary Lincoln. : 

The foregoing &nd sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 
continent was & Freethinker. 


Address THE TBUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


$1. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Just Out.—25 Cents — Five Copies for 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
possesses to make men moral. s 

We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of ihe 


* Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a tew years about 


1300 MENISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
aré against women, for the fair sex are at once th3 weakness and 
the strength of the church—" the church" meaning of course the 
elergy. E 

.Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the [A 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for » copy, and confound the church- S 
men Show them just what sor: of scamps are the clergy who have 
Hused the World's Fair o2 Sunday, because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery of 


ntings in this period is “immoral.” 
ad li " THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


Address 


How To Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 

Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topies which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
eularly pleased with one feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. I congratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 

Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. 


Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
?8Lafavette Place, New York. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good. be done but 
money made by any Lio. ral who =ill can»a-s for 
ovr book 'Old Testam-nt Stories Comcally Ii- 
lustrat d." In fat we know one man who worked 
8t it bur a few hour- w «kly and sod nearly 
fifty copi s in a month. Th: price is l .w; every- 
body knows the Vid Testament stories, and 
nea‘ly e.erxb dy woud ike a ‘ok app'ving 
nin-tee:th-century »itand ka. wl dge to tham, 
Peovle li-e to ugh. Reverencs for the Oli 
, estament tales hs ‘arg-ly tisap: eared and 
okes at the evp'ns^of Jonah and Jo.epa acd 

s u and Simson and © vit,tnd :he other wor- 
thi so. unsavory Feputati n, are keen y appre 
cisted. It s2ems to us ‘hat the b ok vill ell at 
sig t. It d: es herein ths store, Licer: 1s out of 
employment will find thi: a good way to make an 
ho. e-t d Mar. 

Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
THE THE 
BRAIN +» BIBLE; 
3 
OR 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s se;.«e of logic, and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth. $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A OOLLEOTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


CoxPrLED BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
Priva, $1,50. For sala at THIS OF PION, 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Kineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. ‘lhe autnor is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be ivterested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 2 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 4 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 
By A. R. AYRES. 


" A good book written with a purpose." 
Price, 25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition,enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 


Not for Parsons. 


ENGrAND has four thousand idle clergy- 
men. Thus are the industries of Great 
Britain blighted by the pernicious influ- 
ence of free trade. 


Mrs. Jackson: I doan’ see yer at chu’ch 
no mo’, Uncle Silas, how comes dat? 
Uncle Silas: Dat ere new p&hson done sot 
me agin him, a-sayin’ anermals aint got no 
souls. How dey gon a git chickens inter 
hebbin, den, I'd like ter know!—Puck. 


Iw an article in the current number of 
the North American Review George W. 
Cable, the novelist, tells of a parish priest 
in Louisiana, who said to him in the Creole 
patois: ‘*Some people say that Victor 
Hugo is an Infiddle. Oh, sir. sir! he—he 
perspires rheligion."— New York World. 


Borgy: Pop, what has giraffes got such 
long necks for? Fond parent: God gave 
them their long necks so that they could 
reach the leaves of the palm, which only 
grow at the top of the trees. That is the 
only way they can get at them. Bobby, 
after a pause: Couldn't he hav made the 
leaves grow lower down?— Puck. 


Liez Hays, reviewing a recent loss to 
the community: Yas; Deacon Skinner was 
purty close, purty close; one of the rich- 
est men in the state; and yet I’ve heard 
that he searched back two miles fer a 
nickel he dropped out of his hand. 
Gabe Barnes: "Tain't «o! Uncle Si Low: 
Wal, I b'leeve it. Gabe Barnes: Oh, I 
know he'd search fer it: but (with empha- 
sis) if Deacon Skinner ever got As fingers 
ound a nickle, it was never dropped.— 

uck, : 


Fon fear of accidents, the parrot was not 
allowed in the breakfast-room till after 
prayers One morning, however, by some 
mischance, he was there; but behaved 
with becoming dignity until prayers were 
nearly over. My father had got to the 
middle of the Lord’s prayer when, in a 
loud voice, “oll called out, ‘As many as - 
are of that opinion will say ‘Aye;’ as many 
as are of the contrary opinion will say 
‘No.’ The ‘Ayes’ hav it.” need 
hardly say, prayers were finished under 
difficulties.— W. R. La Fanu.. 


A Lowpow paper says that when the 
**missing word" contests. were declared 
illegal, a Salvation Army exhorter ad- 
dressed a street crowd. At the end of his 
address he tried to show how much stress 
is laid on the word ''Repent" in the 
Bible. ‘Our savior,” he said, ‘‘spoke™ 
the word, and Peter spoke it." (Pause.) 
* And. Paul spoke it." (Pause) ‘* Hav 
you read the word?" (Pause.) ‘Do you 
know the word?” (Long pause) And 
then the inevitable policeman, who,. un- 
gently pushing the preacher on the 
shoulder, said gruffly: “You get away, 
young man; you know it ain't right. We 
can’t hav no ‘missin’ word competitions’ 
ore. e know they're illegal, so just 
stow it." 


Here is an impressionist sketch of a 
famous American preacher by an American 
reporter, who should be equally famous: 
‘Sweat trickled from the back jungle of 
his disordered hair, along the ravines. and 
furrows of his haggard face. He advanced 
and retreated, rising upon his toes and 
coming down on his heels with a dislocat- 
ing jerk that made the windows rattle, 
pausing occasionally to inhale through his 
dilating nostrils tempestuously, and then 
emitting a shrieking epigram of apostrophe 
that thrilled the blood like a wild cry at 
midnight in a solitary place.” These 
** lines of lightning and eclipse ” are really 
too good for a mere preacher. They 
would fit a cyclone ‘‘like a plaster."— 
London Freethinker, 


EPISCOPALIAN: Yes, let us hav Christian 
unity. In union there is strength. Let 
all the churches unite in one grand body, 
And let the basis of the union be the 
Epiecopal creed. It is the only basis 
which is broad and solid enough, and the 
only one on which there is a possibility of 
union. Methodist: Yes, let us hav Chris- 
tian unity. In union there is strength. 
But I can hardly ageee with the other re- 
marks of my friend. I can see no other 
basis of union than the Methodist creed.. 
Let us hav union on that. Universalist: 
Yes, let us hav Christian unity. In union 
there is strength. And how is it possible 
that a union can be formed except on the 
basis of the Universalist creed—the broad- 
est, most inviting of all creeds? It is not 
possible. We can hav no Christian unity 
except on that basis. Baptist: Yes, let us 
hav Christian unity. In union there is 
strength. But, let me tell you, my 
friends, that there can be no successful 
scheme of union which has not the Baptist 
creed for its foundation. To adopt any 
other basis would be to build on sand. 
Chorus: Yes, let us hav Christian unity 
with the 

Episcopalian creed 

Methodist creed : 
Universalist creed f 98 basis. 
Baptist creed j 


— W. L. Riordon in Truth, 
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Gems of Shought.. 


Do not make the condition of the chronia 
indolent easier and better than the con- 
dition of worthy people in your midst who 
toil and economize continually in order to 
make ends meet.— Galveston News. : 


Tae old is gone: *tis wise and well 
That old things fade and pass away. 
Each yesterday's the half-grown bud 
That bursts and blossoms in to-day; 
And from to-day’s imperfect will be born 
The finer issue of to-morrow’s morn. 
—M. J. Savage. 


Ir, in any department of human in- 
.terest, there are obstructions to liberty, 
they wilt be found only by those workin 
in that department. Political and socia 
changes are so rapid that society is always 
passing into new conditions, all of which 
bear upon personal liberty, but in such 
novel forms that old principles require re- 
statement in fresh applications. Society 
can never outgrow the ancient issue be- 
tween liberty and authority; but autho- 
rity; serpent-like, slips from skin to skin, 
and liberty is prone to think that because 
one form of it has gone the thing itself has 
gone.—Moncure D. Conway.. 


I nav heard of people dying for other 
people; but I hav never seen unything of 
this class of phenomenon. Once, in Syria, 
itis said, scmebody felt so altruistic that 
he voluntarily died for the whole world—a 
stupid thing to do for the world, and a 
Stupid world to do it for! Living for the 
world does it more good than dying for it. 
This dying for it was, as the pious old 
woman remarked, very long ago, very far 
away, and let us hope, not true. The 
world is in & very poor state. If it be 
really the better for this dying, great 
Ohristopher, what would it hav been like 
if this dying had not come off?—Saladin. 


Tue early savage dwelt in caves and 
cliffs, and spent his life in seeking food 
and providing some rude shelter from the 
cold. He looked at the earth, the sun, 
the sea, the sky, the mountain peak, the 
forest, and the plain, at the vegetable 
and animal life around, and all he saw and 
heard formed an impression on his brain, 
and aided in his growth. Like a child he 
marveled at the storm and flood; he 
stood in awe as he looked upon disease and 
death; and to explain the things he could 
not understand, he peopled earth and air 
and sea with gods and demons and a thou- 
sand weird creations of his brain. -- Clarence 
S. Darrow. 


TuzoucHouT the first half of the eigh- 
teenth century, Massachusetts was an 
arena of theological conflict; and though a 
modified form of toleration was in 1780 
grudgingly admitted into the first consti- 
tution of the state; it was not until 1833— 
when the third century of its history was 
already entered upon—that complete lib- 
erty of conscience was made part of the 
fundamental law. The battle of religious 
toleration had then been elsewhere fought 
and won; Massachusetts reluctantly ac- 
cepted the result. So far from winning 
laurels in that struggle, her record in it is 
in degree only lessdiscreditable than that 
of Spain.— Charles Francis Adams. 


In 757 we had a war in China, known as 
the **Loreha Arrow War,” a war which 
involved us in a further Chinese war in ’60. 
The foremost statesmen, including Lord 
Derby, Lord John Russell, Mr. Gladstone, 
and Disraeli, united with Mr. Cobden in 
speaking and voting against it. Lord 
Derby appealed to the bishops to use ** their 
great and legitimate influence to stay the 
uplifted hand of violenee and oppression 
and rebuke the shedding of innocent 
blood." But in the division eighteen 
bishops voted for the war and five against 
it. They hav consecrated banners, put up 
prayers and thanksgiving for victory, but 
on no occasion hav they denounced the 
horrors and atrocities of warfare. This 
has been done by Freethinkers, who, from 
Voltaire to Frau von Siittner, hav stigma- 
tised war as a barbarism unworthy reason- 
able civilized beings.—J. M. Wheeler. 


Cozrous, too, though not surprising, is 
the assumption that progress is the product 
of Christianity, and that it is seen only in 
those countries where Christianity prevails. 
The method of proving this is very simple. 
Professor Fairbairn, the prince of theolog- 
ical word-painters, shows us how it is 
done. Take a chronological history of so- 
called Christian peoples; tick off every 
item which tells for progress, and then 
roundly assert that these particular items 
are the product of the Christian religion. 
An impartial study of history givs no sup- 
port to such a view. In their early civil- 
ization peoples must hav a religion. Even 
Progressiv peoples gradually assimilate the 
religion most suitable and nearest to hand; 
‘but their character is not radically modi- 
fied thereby. Gibbon begins his fifty-first 
chapter with the significant remark that 

the Mohammedan revolution did not trans- 
form the Arab. English history reveals 

no convulsion when Christianity was in- 
roduced.—Furneauz Jordan. ` 


Old ‘Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated. 


IT WILL . 


MAKE You 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Seme Giants, > 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

dsaac and His “Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Divine, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, 


400 Poses. 200 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrittes. 
. Samson the Strong, 
Ruth and Boaz, 
Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 
Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 
Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $$1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00, 


16-page Illustrated Book™ i 
giviug dates and prices" 
paid for. Send /wostamps 
National Coin Co., 9 
6m1 Clerk 17, 832 Exchange Building, Boston, Mass. 
MAKE 100 EEG 


AGENTS CENT PROFIT 


nnd more. get sample free, best. 
known goods in all America. Cor 
ets, Belts, Brushes. Safety Razors 
Curlers, Insoles, E E 2H our 
er popular goods. (Either sex. 
Address Dr. GEO A SCOTT, 
t 842 Broadway, N. X. City. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issoms oF 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.. ............ CRM $0 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. 


ener, 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- 


nett......... eene ertt 25 
Christian Absurdities. John Pec 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire........ e 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 95 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

.. Son. bert O. Adams .............-.... 85 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- n 

DAM..... 0,02 e2ee cere Bole nucjeuse cass stesso ‘ 

The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. _'T. E. Longshore............. . 50 


Issues oF 1892.—$3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- 


ted "m 
Was Christ Crucified?. Austin Bierbower.... 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
ener ..... gressagtie eee e Pme ose Saad ea 

Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mo 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire...... rn MEER. 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 
Liberty in Literature, Féstimoniai “to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingerso. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
Proctor.......... aisi sie satis FRAME CER AREA 
Candle From Under the Bushel. 


Wm. A. 


Remsburg....... ..... eese perrn teen 
Issvzs oF 1898,—$3. 
'Uhomas Paine  Vindicated. Col. Robert 


G.Ingerso 
The OCrestion of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 


ann 


m 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 
M. E. Billin 


. P. am. ; 7 
Design Ar ent Fallacies. By Editor of 
i TRE Thorn SEEKER...... ia 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He 
John E Remeburg. "DES 


Pen Pictures of The 
trated. 8.P. Put 


Examination of Prophecies.. Thos, Paine.. 
Flessute, and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, dn 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent.to subscribers 
as they appear. | . 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. ordering please say 
which year is desired. : 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
?8 Lafayette Place. New York. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABCOCK, Prios, 15 cents. 


3 
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THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, :.nd the unmasking is com- 

lete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Diev 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti 
Catholic book published has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "na 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame" was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 

1ce, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
ioe a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolntion. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked." from the " Master Koy to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest agains and an sppea] 
toevery American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, 80 powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 franght with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


STU in a Jfutehell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings Were & propriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius. 
especail’s in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address 


ere is no question 


and 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


- ANEW WorkK 


. BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WazELzR, Bub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Addrens THE TRUTH REVKER. 


PRECIOUS STONES, 
COL’ ECTIONS, ETC. 


263 E. H. MoCREA, Albuquerque, N. M. 


THE 


“Otto Wettstein” WATCH, 


Perfected, new model, 16 Jewels. full adjusted 
to heat, cold, and position, beautiful double sunk 
dial, and all modera improvements; guaranteed 
a per,ect timer. Price, in silverine dust-proof 
cases, $17; 4-ounce coin silver, $23. In best filled 
gold case, open-face, dust-proof, $26; hinged 
case, $28 to $30; hunting, 830 to 885; 14 carat, 
solid gold, #45 to $150. Nickel works, 82 more. 

Regular Grade American Watches, — 
Silverine case, 7 jewels, $6; 11 jowels, #7.60; 15 
jewels, $9; ditto, adjusted, $11; ditto, 17 Jewels 
815. In finer cases, add 8 above. 

Ladies’ American Gold Watches.—A]] 
latest styles.in plush cases; best filled, 7 jewels, 
$14; 11 Jewels, $15.50; 15 jowels, #20; 14 carat solid 
gold, $10 more. Heavier, more elaborate, and 

amond-set cases, from $5 to $100 more. 

All watches sent with written guarantee. kept 
in order 1 year, and after that time cleaned for $1 
&nd returned free. 1 

Suadries. Lower grade nickel watches, &5. 
$4, and $3. Best spectacles, $1; best razor, $2; 
best triple-plated teaspoons, $1.80; table spoons 

4.60; knives, $1.75; forks, $1.75; all for sets of 6. 

olid silver spoons, $7.85 per ounce; slid silver 
souvenir spoons, $1, $1.25, 81.50, 82 to 83. 

TneColonel Ingersoll.—Tes, $2.50; orange 


$2.75; sugar, $5; gilt bowls, 50 cents more 
Etched (teas only}: 
“The Time to be Happy ts Now,” 


50 cents extra. ' 
The Torch of Reason Badge, solid gold 
enameled in 5 colors, small pins, #2, $2.75, an 
$3.50. With diamonds, 85, 88. Large, #4, 64, 85, 
$15. Charms, $3, $4. $5, 86, $7.50, 8'0, B15 $20, 830. 
Diamonds. 20 per cent. below market price. 
Send for price lists, cards in colors and gold of 
badge, tracts, etcs, tree. All goods prepata (ex- 
cept knives and forks) and cash refunded at op- 
tion. Watch cle:ned $1, and returned fr^e. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN : Rochelle, Til. 
P.8.—The “Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon” free 
with every $20 order. 5 with $100 order. 


cess. Address. DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Say where vou saw this adver Vineland, N. J. 


EP- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust ihe Freethinkers of the land 
wili give me their patronage and not waste their : 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fei- 


28 Lafayette place, Now York City | lows. 
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And say, Thussaith the Lord God; Woe to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs 


upon the head of every stature to hunt souls! Wi'l ye hunt the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls 
alive that come unto you?—Ezek. xiii, 18. 


Deutfhe Sreigeift-Düdyer. | METROPOLITAN INFORMATION CONCERN ANSWERS ANY QUESTION 


Wier haben folgende Bücher in 
Deufdher Spradje weldje fehr berithmt find. 


rr Die Srrtfjimer Mofes,” 
Cine Priti {che Beleuchtung bes Dentateud, fiir 
Ipiber[prud) zur modernen Weltan- 
fchauung und Gefittung. 
von Col, R. G. Ingerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gitterdimmerung, 
von Col. R. G. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents, 


s, Wunder und Wienderthater, ^ 
von Sohn Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


> Glaube und BVeruunft, ^ 
oer LE BON SENS. 
des romifch-Fatolifcen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Nadh bem frangzdifdyen Original tiberfest von 
Fräulein Anna Knoop. 

301 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier Umfdlag und 
Haren Dru. Unfere Deut(djen Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Nbdveffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora survey or to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
half-price—$80. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
18t46 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT: 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever madein a case 
of this kind, and will be a model forthe Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
Secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TBUTH,BEEKEB, 


Agent's profits per month Will prove 
it or pay forfeit. New articles just out. 
A 81.0 sample and terms free. Try us. 
CHIDESTER & Son, 26 Bond 8t., N. Y. 


158 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK. 


SEND FOR PLAN & sions, EXECUTES ORDERS 50c. & up. 


mong these are Rev, Dr. Gott 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. 

By B. F. Underwood................ Price 6 cents 
The World's Partiament of Religions. 

By Tenney...........scecsereeeeees Price 10 cents 
The Gods. 

By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 


- Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 


Myth of the Great Deluge. 


? By McCann....... iste 6d epis a eid af Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. : 

By Henry Frank.............. sees Price 25 cents 
The Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
Church and State. B 

By “Jefferson”. .......cccceeerees Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. 

By Bonwell cis. sicetesivisswsacows Price 15 cents 
Ingersoli on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4 cents 
Dwight L. Moody. 

By Susan H. Wixon................ Price 5 cents 
Christian Relígion. ] 

By an Old Farmer................. Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. 

By Ingersoll............. eee Price 10 cents 
Effacement of Christianity. 

By Holyoake,......ccececcsecseceee Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. ? 

By Holyoake........cccceeeeseeeene Price 15 cents 


Ingersoll’s Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. s 


By H. L. Green.................... Price 4 cents 
Religion in the Republic. 

By M. A. Freeman.........,.....65 Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney....... eee Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (Illustrated). 

By Flower & Wakeman........... Price 15 cents 
Jehovah Interviewed............. sess. Price 6 cents 
Cosmology against Theology. 

! By VindeX.....sssssessoosasoecases Price 15 cents 


Address ''HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


L. K, Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 


lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Chureh. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents., 

The Foolishness of Prayer, ‘* Think of 
aminister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 


Price, 10 cents. 2 
Followers of Jesus, Price, 10 cents, 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 


Church. Price, 5 cents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 
Vicars of Bivist asd Ficayorehts of God. 
Paper, 80 cents; cloth, 75 cents 


Scientific, Literary, Artistic, 50 
Commercial, Legal, Personal. c 


il, Henry George, Gordon & Dilworth, New York; Edw. Osgood Brown, Chicago. EACH, 


Christianity .a Fiction. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL.. 


THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged b 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents, 7 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon., 

Paver. 50 cents: cloth. 75 cents, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Newman. Price 25 sents. 


‘CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


' Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcse J. ROMANES. | 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be o 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the g»€at subject of 
Design. to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
put organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent, evidence of 
supernatural design. . . .Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . - 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in & manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 

lace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
tar aceated. Price, cloth, $2. 

ustra e 
Address,’ THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


JY exos of the (Deck. 
M. WADDINGTON, Freneh statesman, is 
dead. 


THERE is an epidemic of measles in 
Kansas City, Mo. 


THERE were race labor riots in New- 
town, L. I., last week. 


Senator WarTHALL, of Mississippi, has l 
resigned because of ill-health. 


PRESIDENT HELEN A. SHAFER, of Wel- 
lesley College, died Jan. 20th. 


PRESIDENT OLEVELAND has vetoed the 
New York and New Jersey bridge bill. 


Tae mayor of Cincinnati has been au- 
thorized to expend $100,000 in furnishing 
work to the unemployed. 


Tax Brazilian war does not seem nearer 
conclusion than it was months ago. Re- 
ports are very contradictory. 


Business will continue to drag in the 
United States Senate. There will be no 
change in its rules this session. 


At Wellman, Iowa, a converted saloon 
keeper made a bonfire of his bar fixtures 
and. gaming tables. Iowa is a prohibition 
state. 


JANUARY 19th a severe wind storm swept 
over a part of Dallas, Tex., killing one 
person and destroying $100,000 worth of 
property. 


Last Saturday night the New York po- 
lice raided many saloons and other resorts 
and carried hundreds of prisoners to the 
station-houses. 


Tue income tax bill as a rider to the 
tariff measure is likely to cause several po- 
litical horsemen to do some marvelous but 
disastrous tumbling. 


` Ereut thousand persons crowded into. 
the Chicago Auditorium on Jan. 20th to 
hear Adelina Patti sing. Thousands were 
unable to gain admittance. 


Raos hatred lroke out in Oamden, 
N.J., a few days ago, where an attempt. 
was made to lynch a negro who had taken 
the place of a discharged white laborer. - 


STREET car men are out on a strike at 
Bridgeport, Conn. Three big mobs de- 
fied the police last Sunday. Oars were 
purae saloons opened, and barricades 

uilt. > 


T. De Wrrr TanwacGz will resign the 
pastorate of the Brooklyn Tabernacle in 


the spring on the completion of the 
peat year of his occupancy of its 
pulpit. j 


Many protected industries, including 
the lead trust, are cutting the wages of 
their employees on the ground that their 
business will be injuriously affected by the 
Wilson tariff measure. 


Tue Koights of Labor are talking of en- 
joining Secretary Oarlisle from issuing 
new bonds. "They will find it constitution- 
ally impossible to do this. Such an official 
is liable to impeachment, but cannot be 
enjoined. 


Tue New York county visiting com- 
mittee of the State Charities Aid Associ- 
ation in its annual report says that Gouv- 
erneur Hospital and the Infant’s Hospital 
ou Randall’s island are in a deplorable 
condition. 


CHARLES EokHARD, who was treasurer 
of the American Secular Union in 1887, 
died last Sunday at Bloomfield, N. J., 
aged about sixty-seven years. The body 
was cremated at Fresh Pond, Long Island, 
on Tuesday. 


H. W. Rossporn discharged the singer, 
Katherine Germaine, from the ‘‘Rain- © 
maker of Syria" company on the ground 
that she has the shape of a barrel. Miss 
Germaine (Mrs, Biers) sued for damages 
and recovered $1,925. 


JUDGE Roger A. Pryor, of this city, 
refused a divorce to a husband who se- 
cured proof of his wife’s alleged unfaithful- 
ness by smuggling witnesses into her room. 
The judge held that the husband was ac- 
cessory before the fact to the wife's act, . 


Tus Senate has rejected the nomination 
of W. B. Hornblower for justice of the 
Supreme Court. He was nominated last 
September, and owes his defeat to the an- 
tagonism of Senator Hill, who was offended 
by his opposition to the candidacy of May- 
nard in this state last fall. 


SECRETARY COABLISLE and Senators: 
Chandler, Vilas, and Pugh hav just re- 
fused to accept the St. Gaudens design for 
a World's Fair medal, on the pretext that. 
it is ‘‘indecent.’’ The artist very spirit- 
edly refuses to modify the design, as that: 
would be an admission that it was im-- 
proper. The politicians are enjoying’ 
the mingled pity and contempt of the- 
educated, 
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CHRISTIAN AND HEATHEN IDOLATRY. 
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TO NEW READERS OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest invitation to them. 
to become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. E 

We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paper. 

Taz Truru Serxer is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. - . 

The Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year to one who appreci 
ates plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. 

Tar TRUTH SEEKER constantly prints the most varied and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Public can be found 
in Tae TRUTH SEEKER, and that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The. 
Liberal speakers send us accounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 
cause of Liberalism through the colums of Taz Trura Seeker. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of our movement there 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as will surely make every English Secularist living in this country and Canada want to 
read Tug Truta Serger George E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns. As the “Man With the Badge Pin,” he is known to nearly all the Liberals of the country 
and we are willing to make him known to more. i Hid P i 

Tur TnurH SEEKER gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics 
upon the People’s Liberties. - d l Jj 

Tuk TnurH' Seeker. is. devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human .rights. It advocates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion or religious observances. It demands the taxation of ehureh property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in faet. 


' The Sunday Question is now to the front all over the country. On that Tae Tmurm Serger will voice the demands of 


ihe Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
found so sturdily defended. be ae eee ND E ; C NE Un 
To sum it up, Tue TnurH SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought journal in the world, and if you' are a Liberal 
or Freethinker, you want it and ought to take it. We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and ‘then decide 
Bigots and fanatics, we supposé, wouldn't take it on any terms. eri 
SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 


these piens, or send $3 for a Year's subscription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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SABBATH - BREAKING. 


Price, 26 Cents. 


^ 
2 


Origin of the. Sabbatic Idea— 
The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Seriptures and the 
Sabbath—Examination of 
Sunday Arguments - Origin 
of the Christian Sabbath— 
Testimony of the Christian 
Fathers—The Sabbath dur- 
ing 
Puritan Sabbath—Testimony 
of Christian Reformer, 
Scholars, and Divines—Abro=« 
gation of Sunday Laws. 


the Middle Ages—The 


—BY— 
JOHN B. RPMSBURG. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette piace. Wow York. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Heltgton, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


k burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World's Fair 
on E diis aot which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Pntnam?s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 
Also the following Jiseoys and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have never before been put in 


book forms Orthodoxy; Free 


ought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue. 


i T 1 Paine; a p em written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Fr 
of Liberty and homa: Faine; pia penin as T 'ee- 


thought Hall; Death and Life; Gol 
Centennial Exposition in Ph ladelphia. in 3870). 
The main essay in this wor 


e Golden Age; Shu 


oor (a poem on the closing of the 


ie one of the strongest arraignments ever made of tbe religion 


and fetters the minds of the people of this courtry. It should be distributed widely. 
rice bean: Bommended in the highest terms a£ it appeared in TSE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. i 


Price 95 cents; Five copies Jor $1. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


A NEW BOOK.--AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 
An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 


of idols and the worship of 


em. From the tima of 


Terah’s apostasy, Abraham's reformation and 


his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha.dean idols, to Christ's coming, the princi- 


pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. * It is made p 


ain that the 


culiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
Bing are the prop«r offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 


The Universal Aspect. 

The Earth. 

The Chemical Aspect. 

The Sun. : 

Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis— The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Beriptural God—The Creation. 

The Oreation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—OConfirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. ` 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. — 

The End of National Life. 

The Christian Era. 
Organic Tiles veneer 

Organio es The Master Tissues. 


The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


Elimination of Waste Substances, 
Io General. 
y the Lungs. 
By the Skin. 
: 1 By the Kidneys. 
Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 
Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul —What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 
The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 
Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. ; 
Every Man lis Own God. 
A le 
Tables {terava ho Kno, Tedre. ring. 
The Non Credo. 
Rules for Human Conduct. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. : 
Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


The Mind. 


Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, 81; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


Tt is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 


iven—poetio, beautiful, accurate. 


It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 


e director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
sll in all, the very best picture of the Fair hat can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
A 


BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 


glance the magnitude of the Exposition,the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy, 25 cente, Five copies for $1, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Valuable Books ox 


Hygiene, 
Food and - 
Diet, 
Marriage 
and | 
Parentage, 
Etc. 


Hygiene of the Brain and the Cnre ot 

ervousness, By M. L. Holbrook, 

M.D. Price, by mail, $1.50. '* Get this book an: 
read it, for it abounds in practical valuabi 
knowledge."—(Chicago Inter-Ocean. 


rice, by mail, $1. "Iam delighted wit) 
it.”_[H. B. Baker, ub, Secretary Michiga 
State Board of Health. 


Parturition Withont Pain. A Code oi 
Directions for avoiding most of the Pains anu 
Dangers of Childbearing. By M. L. Holbrook 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1. “A work whose ex 
cellence surpasses our power to commend."- 
[New York Evening Mail. 


Liver Complaint, Mental Dyspepsia, and 
Headache: Their Cure by Home Treat- 
ment. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. Price, b) 
mail, $1. “Reading this book I cured myseli 
after several doctors had failed."—(T. C. Curtis. 


The Relations of the Sexes. By Mrs. E. 
author of "What Women Should 
x o Sex in Education,” etc. Price, by 
mail, $1. Mrs. Charles Brewster, Portland, Me., 

2s: "Had I possessed this book ten yearr 
ago it would have saved me ten years of in- 
validism, and J. should have been the mother oi 
healthy instead of sickly children." 

By J 


louth: Its Care and Culture. 
Mortimer Granville. $1. To this has bee: 
added a paper by that charming Engli:: 
writer, Grace Greenwood, on the “Physic: 
Education of a Girl,” and a paper on tl 
“Dress of Girls.” lts retail price is $1. 


Talks to My Patients. By Mrs. R. E 
Gleason, M.D. A Practical Handbook for tli 
Maid, Wife, and Mother: with a beautiful Phe 
tographic Portrait of the Author. Price, i 
mail, $1.50. "We wish the chapter, ' Confidei 

tial lo Mothers,’ might be published as a trac 

and sent to every mother in the land.”—[Har 
per’s New Monthly Magazine. 


The Better Way. An Appeal to Men i 
behalf of Human Culture through a wiser pa; 
entage. EF, A. E. Newton. Price, by mai 
25 cents. "Tt contains information and warnii 
that are urgently needed."—[Christian Union 


sexnal Physiology. A Scientific and Poj 
ular Exposition of the Fundamental Proble: 
in fociology, By R. T. Trall, M.D. Pricc, 
mail, $2. This work has rapidly passed throu: 
forty editions, and the demand is.constant. 
increasing. No such complete and valuab: 
work has ever before been issued. 


Fruit and Bread. A Natural and Scien- 
tific, Diet. By Gustav Schlickeysen. Trans 
lated from the German, by M. L. Holbrook. 

n addition also it contains a Complet: 
and Radical Cure for Intemperance, by the Use 
of a Vegetable and Fruit Diet. By Chas. 
Groom Napier, F.R.S. 250 pages. Price, $1 


Three Books in One. From the Cradle 
to the School. By Bertha Meyer. The Right: 
of Children. By, erbert Spencer. The Gov. 
ernment of Children. By M.L. Holbrook, M.D 

ce, by mail, » cloth, $1. "Iti: 
a book worthy to be ranked with the best thai 

9 has ever been written concerning the training 

of children.”—[Bazar. 


Vegetarianism the Radical Cure for In- 


temperance. By Harriet P. Fowler. 
Price, 30 cents, by mail. “It should be quietly 
given to every drinker."—[(Herald of Health. 


Muscle-Beating; or, Home Gymnastics 
for Sick and Well. B . Kemm, 
manager of the gymnasium oi Rega. 30 cents 


Marriage and Parentage, in their Sanitary 
»nd Physiological Relations, and in their bear- 
ing ou the producing of children of finer healtl 
and greater ability. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. ¢1 
The Scientific American says: “ Books on thi: 
subject are usually written by ‘cranks,’ but thi: 
is radically erent: it is scientific, sober. 
clean, and worthy of conscientious considera- 
tion by every „possible parent, and particularly 
by the young. 

me- Diot” cup. ei: Relations of Food 
and Drink to Health, Disease, Cure. By T. L 
Nichols, M.D., editor London Herald of Treauis 
Price, cloth. 50 cents. 


Medical Hints ou the Protection and Man. 
agement of the Singing Voice. By 
Lenox Brown, F.R.O.8. 20th thousand. 30 ct: 


Deep Breathing; or, Lnug Gymnastics. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. Mrs. Horace Mann writes 
"Every book you print is pure gold and de 
serves wide circulation." 


How to Strengthen the Memory. ByM 
L. Holbrook, M.D. $1. ~ C 


4 Physiciau’s Sermon to Young Men. B 
Dr. W. Pratt. Price, 25 centa? Prof. R. R 
Proctor, the well-known English astronomer 
says of it: “Through false delicacy lads anc 
youshs are left to failinto trouble, and not a fe 

ave their pros pects of a healthy happy life ak 
solutely ruined. The little book before us is in 
tended to be put into the hands of young me: 
by fathers who are unwilling or incapable « 
discharging a father’s duty in this respect; an- 
as not one father in ten is, we believe, ready * 
do what is right by his boys himself, it is wei 
that such 2 book as this should be Available. 
jt is read by all who should read it, its sale wii 

counted by G of thousands n, T) 
sher sen copies mail. postpai: 
‘or $2 Should anyone d. ire x i ip 
or 1,000 they can make satisfactory terms by coi 
respondence. DM 
&@Catalogues Free. æ 


By mail on receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEXKNR 


‘Facts and Fictions of Lite. 


esire them’ by the 1t. 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thnmbserew and Rack. Illustrations sne- 
eial.y p: eparéd, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 ceu 8. i 

Ninth 


Selt-Contradietions of the Bible. 
edition. Price, 15 cents ! . 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By Dn E. Reiusburg. Cloth. $1; paper, 50 
cents. : 
Pen-Pietnres of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 925 
cents. d 
Religion a Cnrse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. "Paper, 25 cents, 
Design Argnment Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been "'esigned by an Intel. 
ligent Being. By-the Editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER Paper, 15 cents. : 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cont». 2 
Handbook of Freethought. By W.. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents 
Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Picaeure is the sine 
ua non of Intvile.tual, Moial, «ud Social 
evelopment, aud that the Jromotion of 
Plersure is the Luty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. Ky Albert M Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, #1; taper. ^0 cents. A 
The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide. toIts Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth. 81; paper. 50 cents., 
Resurrection of Jesus. “By Don Allen. 
Cloth. 75 cents: cloth, 40 cents. 
By Helen 


H. Gardener., Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. . 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
Bv Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


"The Chureh and Freethought, By Frank- 


linSteiner Paper, 10 cents. ] 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein's Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu. 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. - 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hnndred Years of Freethonght. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant binding, over one hwndred por- 
traits, $5. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—0— 


Anotent Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
4 elations. 

; pH 
8 Proving Christianity 
to be of 


Heathen Origin. 
[ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price. -- - - $1.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Preethinker's Badge-pin 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


j Will be sent for $4.50. The 
: 2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


-FOR-— 


tar 1 S94. ea 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


CONTENTS: 

The True History ot the Bible, Prof. Edwin 
Johnson; A Practical View of Life, Charles W atts; 
The Decadence of the Old ‘Lheology, Mrs. E. 
Lynn Linton; Inspiration in Extremis. Samuel 
Laing; . be Gospe. of Love, A Poem, Capt. W. B. 
McTaggart; Agn stic Tyres. R. Bitheil, B.Sc., 
Ph.D.; On Spiritual Wickedness in High Places, 
Edward Olodd; A Pries of Nature, A Poem, 
Hon C. Tuckerman; The Dream of Immor- 
tality. Frederick Millar; Is Immortality a Dream, 

tewart, Ross, ( aladin); Practical Conse- 
quences of Agnosticism, F J. Gould: The Relig- 
ious Propensity, Furneaux » ordan, F.R.C.8. 
Price, 25 Centa. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, . 
4 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


A Leaflet showing that the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought to 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents & dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
BxEEER, 2 Lafayette place, New York. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 
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E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, - - - FEBRUARY 3, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


. Single subscription, in advance........... 
One subscription two years, in advance... ‘ces 
Two now SUDSCYIDOLS............ccec ce esses esee eee tees eet 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit: . 
YaTOO.eseseceese v eroe selves covvo se PosrsTossbeososacE wes gp 10 00 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
Temittance. : 


Money should be sent by express company's money order . 


postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 

Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 

and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send asthe name and address of 
any Frecthinker who is not à regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


{To induce new subscriptions and prompt rcznew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trura Srxxzr one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete" 
($3) This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. t 


For $5 we will send Taz TzaurH Szzxza one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Trorn SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
-ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. — l 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). ; 

For $4 we will send Tux Terura Szrxer one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tau Trurn SEEKER one year 


($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEKKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
` present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. | 


Clerieal Functions, Past and Present. 

Rev. G. Monroe Royce, once rector of the Ameri- 
ean Episcopsl church in Florence, Italy, and author 
of a series of articles on * London Preachers,” writes 
in the January Forum of “The Decline of the 
American Pulpit.” He thinks there are many very 
inferior men in the ministry, and it is probable that 
none but the inferior ministers themselvs will ques- 
tion the truth of his statement. Occupants of the 
depreciated pulpit and the religious papers are very 
sharply criticising him. He quotes a professor in a 
divinity school as saying that very poor material is 
sent to him out of which he is expected to make 
ministers. Bishop Potter, of New York, recently 
addressed a diocesan convention, and in the course 
of his remarks he said that there is a large and in- 
creasing class of clergymen who hav, it is clear, 
“gravely misapprehended the nature of ministerial 
qualifications.” In the American pulpit are to be 
found but few graduates of Harvard and Yale. Mr. 
Royce adds that while in all other professions the 
ratio of specially trained men is continually advanc- 
ing, in the pulpit it is receding. He notes the 
melancholy fact that when Harvard Divinity School 
and Union Theological Seminary raised their stand- 
ards they immediately lost in numbers. 

Mr. Royce discusses the question, * Why is it 
that so few of our able young men are drawn to the 
pulpit?” The usual answer is, “Because of the 
deep and wide. pread skepticism of our times.” Mr. 
Royce does not accept this explanation. He admits 
that there is a widespread skepticism, and that the 
scientific spirit is its chief source, but this skepti- 
cism, he avers, is neither deep nor earnest. We, in 
turn, are compelled to confess that there is some 
truth in this observation. Were the inquiring spirit 
of the age more profound and more in earnest to 
uproot falsehood and plant the seeds of truth, we 
should not find Liberals giving their adhesion to so 
many schemes which diametrically oppose the 
fundamental principles of Freethought, and we 
should witness the erasure from the rolls of church 
membership of the names of hundreds of thousands 
of men and women who hav no more faith in the 
basic dogmas of Christianity than hav Robert G. 
Ingersoll and Susan H. Wixon. 

: Rev. Mr. Royce thinks that the American pulpit 
needs an awakening similar to that which aroused the 
English ministry a half-century ago. ^ Locke, Ben- 
tham, and the elder Mill, we are told, “ were all swept 
away as so much rubbish and dead-wood” before 
the “mighty spiritual flood,” set in motion by the 
* poet-philosopher,” Samuel Taylor Coleridge. “ In- 
tuition has held its ground in England ever since.” 
Seldom has the spiritual power of the English 
church “been stronger than at the present mo- 
ment.” The very best minds of England are to 
be found in the pulpit,” while Gladstone is a repre- 
sentativ of her laymen. “The English pulpit can 
not be drawn by the scientific fly.” That is, the 
English pulpit is careful to avoid the consideration 
of living, practical questions. The able ministers 
are merely “spiritual” poets. They hav profited by 
the experience of their predecessors, who set their 
lances in rest against the geologists and other 


scientific investigators and went down into the dust. 


and into disgrace as the result of the foolish en- 
counter. So long as the English or any other 
clergy can ignore the results of scientific discovery, 
intuition “can hold. its ground,” in so far as those 
who take their instruction from the ministers are 
concerned. The assertion that “the very best minds 
of England are in the pulpit” zs merely an asser- 
tion. One Herbert Spencer will outbalance, in the 


-scales which weigh the great world-forces, all the 
ministers of England, not omitting the brilliant! 


{PUBLISHED WEEKLY, New York, Saturday, February 3, 1894. {es LAFAYETTE PL] $3.00 Per Year. 


Maurice and Kingsley, whom Mr. Royce names. 
Gladstone has done good work in politics and lit- 
erature, but when he enters the arena of theological 
controversy he is found fatally weak, because his 
cause is weak. 

Mr. Royce declares that the attention given in 
the American pulpit to “such men” as Tyndall, 
Spencer, Huxley, and Harrison is “worse than 
absurd, it is mournful.” In England they are 
ignored by the clergy; not the “slightest reference 
is made to them by any English clergyman in his 
public ministrations,” so far as Mr. Royce has 
heard. This might hav been expected. The En- 
glish conservativ is the last man to feel the influence 
of a new thought. No wonder that England's 
great scientists—and no country has given to the 
world greater ones in the last half century—are 
strangers in English pulpits. It would indeed be 
a miracle if the attorneys of retrogression should 
hav words of praise for the champions of progress, 
while they are just a little too shrewd—made so by 
experience—to advertise the scientific foe by attack- 
ing him. 

The New York Evening Post thinks that Mr. 
Royce erred in calling the change that has taken 
place in the American pulpit a “decline.” It ob- 
serves that *the whole controvery seems to us a 
profitless one, because it is so largely a dispute 
about words. If he [Mr. Royce] had con- 
tented himself with pointing out the great changes 
that hav come over the Protestant pulpit in the 
last thirty years, and refused to call those changes 
a decline or an improvement, we think he would 
hav fared better. At any rate he could hav kept 
himself more closely in touch with fact, and could 
hav written with less warmth and been replied to 
with less wrath. For there can be no doubt, in the 
mind of one with an unprejudiced eye on the de- 
velopment of church life in the United States, that 
the pulpit has undergone a sweeping metamor- 
phosis within a generation. The whole 
thing may be resolved into the query whether the 
changed conditions and demands of the congrega- 
tions hav not, in fact, produced a changed type of 
the clergy.” 

It may be noted, in passing, that if the American 
Protestant ministry has been compelled to undergo 
a transformation because such a change was de- 
manded by the laity, then it is apparent that the 
ministry no longer leads in the churches. The 
ministers: hav been forced to submit to innovations 
initiated outside the pulpit, and doubtless also out- 
side the church. 

The Evening Post continues: “Just here, we 
think, is where Mr. Royce made a fundamental 
mistake in assuming that the kind of preacher the 
people want to-day is a ‘seer, a man of ‘spiritual 
insight,’ a ‘ poet in the poise of his mind.’ Taking 
the average congregation in the older parts of the 
country, this would be far from the fact. Such ‘a 
prophet of the soul’ as he has in his mind’s eye rep- . 
resents, rather, the unpopular and disappearing 
type, which is being replaced by quite another. 
The best way to find out what kind of preachers 
the people want is to ask what kind they hav. 
They get what they want in the long run, and we 
may be sure that the most successful ministers of 


the present come nearest the ideal of the present." 


The first of the principal qualities of the success- 
ful minister is, according to the Post, social useful- 
ness. “Church people want a pastor who is 
thoroughly acquainted with all the proprieties and 
amenities of life, who is as much at ease in a parlor 
as in a pulpit, who can meet them and their friends 
on terms of social equality, and never giv them 
occasion to blush for him, They are more aud 


es 
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more coming to insist upon surrounding church 
services with an air of quiet decorum. They would 
simply shudder at one of Mr. Royce’s prophets, 
blurting out all sorts of unpleasant and ill-bred 
truths. Some crusty old fellow has said that all 
preaching is essentially bad manners. It may hav 
been once, but we hav changed all that. <‘ Doctrinal 
preaching’ has gone, mainly because it is not ‘good 

" form.’ Dr. Shedd laments its disappearance, but 
his complaints are as nothing to what would be 
heard from the congregations if it were to reappear. 
But it will not, nor will the famous doctrinal 
preachers of other days, who were invisible through 
the week and incomprehensible on Sunday.” 

Of course if the church is simply a fashionable 
Sunday rendezvous we must expect to find the min- 
ister, who is “at home” on that day, a polished 
gentleman who will not say anything that can 
offend any of his guests. It is permissible for him 
to occasionally vent his usually suppressed ill-humor 
on the outspoken Infidel, for the latter is supposed 
not to hav any friends in that club house reception 
room. 

Executiv talent is the ministerial qualification 
next in order, according to the Post. ‘The modern 
church is a complex business requiring administra- 
tiv ability of a high order. More and more of this 
is coming to be required of the minister. Let one 
take up the year book of a city church, with its 
ramified charitable, educational, and missionary 
interests, and he will see what a head for business 
the clergyman in charge of it must hav. 
What would a prophet do if plumped down at a 
table with a lot of intricate accounts and tough 
business problems thrust in his face? He would 
rather tackle Jezebel or the prophets of Baal twenty 
times over.” 

The Hvening Post concludes its - timely observa- 
tions with this paragraph: «It makes little differ- 
ence whether we, call the changes in the pulpit 
which these inexorable demands hav brought about 
a decline or an advance. They amount, in fact, to 
a transformation, which is all the while becoming 
more complete. How it works in individual cases 
may be inferred from a colloquy between two college 
classmates, one of them a clergyman, ten years after 
graduation. They were comparing notes about in- 
tellectual growth and their opportunities for it, and 
the clergymen said grimly: ‘You will see at once 
how much wiser I am than in college when I tell 
you that I hav since gone to two or three hundred 
afternoon teas, hav played five hundred sets of 
tennis with the daughters of my parishioners, hav 
attended many scores of receptions, and gossiped 
three hours on an average at’ each; hav pre- 
sided at a thousand or two meetings of trustees 

and boards, circulated a couple of hundred subscrip- 
tion papers, and built three churches, two chapels, 
and a rectory.’” 

Need we wonder that ministers know so little 
about science, including sociology? The course of 
life so many of them in the cities and fashionable 
suburbs are compelled to lead makes them as unfit 
to be the intellectual and moral leaders and teach- 
ers of the people as are the male and female but- 
terflies of the “society” to which they render 
homage. On the other hand we find such mounte- 
banks, buffoons, and vulgarians as Sam Small, Sam 
Jones, Talmage, Mills, and the other sensational- 
ists, with Joseph Cook, Parkhurst, Dixon the sport, 
Herrick Johnson, and the National Reform Associa- 
tion fanatics and petition-forgers thrown in to com- 
plete an olla podrida of incompetence, unveracity, 
clownishness, nescience, bigotry, intolerance, trea- 
son, and cruelty. No wonder Rev. Mr. Royce thinks 
the American pulpit is in a decline. But bad as it 
is, and covered from sight as most of the naturally 
good men in it are, it cannot exert the evil influence 
which came from the Christian pulpit in America 
in the days when Increase and Cotton Mather and 
Jonathan Edwards were its bright and shining 
lights. For so much let us be thankful to the pa- 
tient students of science and the heralds of Free- 
thought. 

— et BÓ ———————— 

The Truth Seeker Company has just printed a new de- 
scriptiv catalog of books published and sold at 28 Laíay- 
ette Place, New York. It will bo sent free on application. 


- | readers from the occasiona 


Wanted—New Subscribers. 


We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Taz Trura Szexer. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tume TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
“duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrass ments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 


this matter we hav arranged to take a large num-. 


ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $8 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated," or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
wil be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers ard single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taux TnurH Szrxer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. . 

— —— 

To the close and fair observer it appears that the 
American Pro‘ectiv Association has just one object 
—to put and keep Catholics out of office and to put 
&nd keep Protestants in office. Instead of oppos- 
ing the Catholie church at the points where it an- 
tagonizes liberty, the American Protectiv Associ- 


' ation is in politics for the spoils, using opposition 


If we can obtain two or three] 


to “Roman influence" as its deceptiv rallying-cry. 
It represents and includes the most bigoted and 
unthinking elements of Protestantism, intent on 
establishing a Protestant state-church. Its papers 
which come to this office are as fanatical and less 
reasonable than the Christian, Statesman, and sur- 
pass in bigotry all other religious papers—Catholic 
and Protesiant—that we see. 


A great revival is in progress in Brooklyn. The 
New York Zimes observes that “it is one of the 
curious coincidences of our history that movements 
of this sort hav invariably followed periods of great 
business distress." This is a polite way of stating 
the familiar truth that ihe church invariably thrives 
on the misfortunes of the people. 


Susan H. Wixon has in press a new book, “ Right 
Living." It will be bound in cloth only and will 
sell for $1. Those who want it can send for it now, 
and we will book all orders and fill as soon as the. 
volume is ready. No doubt most of our readers 
will be eager to know what the Editor of the “Chil- 
dren’s Corner " has to say on so important a subject. 


<9 
Some weeks ago our good friend, Erwin Auff- 
urth, of New Orleans, sent us four new subscribers. 
One of these, who received as a premium, “Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated,” writes to 
Mr. Auffurth : * The book is out of sight; laughed 
more over it than any other thing I ever read. It 
is worth its weight in gold.” That is the way they 
talk. The book is a regular nerve tingler. 


The sore need of cash compels us to ask our 
friends to renew their subscriptions to Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER at the earliest convenient moment. The 
“hard times” hav hit us, but we must crawl 
through them somehow, and we turn with con- 
fidence to our readers. The amounts in individual 
cases are small and easy to pay, but the aggregate | 
is large and we must hav it to meet expenses. l We 
hav made such & combination of books and paper 
that everyone can get a get a good deal more than 
his money’s worth, and attention is called to these 
offers. Purchasing books will help us also. But 
pləase renew your subscription now. We need it. 


Talmage announces that he will resign his pas- 
torate of the Brooklyn Tabernacle next spring 
upon the completion of twenty-five years of acting 
there. This is certainly welcome news, but our 
pleasure is alloyed by his further statement that ke 
intends to tour the country as a peripatetic sermon- 
izer and also to afflict a long-suffering people 
through the medium of the syndicate press. Years 
ago the irreverent Zimes of this city said that it 
was Talmage’s custom to chalk his sermons upon 
the soles of his boots and then enthusiastically 
wave the latter from the pulpit of the Tabernacle, 
his pedal extremities being in his boots, of course. 
Advancing years may hav somewhat stiffened his 
joints, and so it may be that his provincial houses 
will find the evolutions of the Brooklyn acrobat less 
hazardous and diverting than they hav anticipated. 


In the Open Court of January 25th Moncure D. 
Conway announces the discovery by himself of a 
work of Thomas Paine's, which has remained buried 
for one hundred years. It was written in France 
between the dates of the publication of Parts I. and - 
II. of * The Rights of Man,” and in reply to four 
questions put to Paine by Condorcet, or, possibly, 
Lafayette. The questions related to the basis of 
the new constitution of France and the legislativ 
fnd executiv powers of the government under the 
constitution. Paine’s reply was not necessarily' 
for publication, and Condorcet held the manuscript 
until 1792, when he translated it and caused it to 
be printed in the Chronique du Mois (May, June, 
and July of that year). The essay covers twenty- 
four folio pages, and will appear in full in the 
second volume of Mr. Conway's new edition of 
Paine's works. 


A city paper remarks that the churches appear 
with advancing civilization to draw away from the 
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conception of “conversion” as a state of feeling 
and to “insist that it shall be coupled with a firm 
and practical morality.” It concludes that the 
` change is, from the point of view of morality, “a 
gratifying one.” In other words, civilization is 
gradually reforming Christianity by eliminating the 
non-human elements. As God and heaven and hell 
recede into the background, the powers, virtues, 
and duties of. true manhood and womanhood come 
to the front. Many of us yet on the morning side 
of life can easily remember hearing Christian 
clergymen frantically declaim against the moral 
man as the most dangerous foe to religion. And 
they were undoubtedly right, defining religion to 
mean the theory of man’s relation to the super- 
natural, which is the only scientific and historically 
true definition that can be given. 
D — 
- Referring to the resignation of Talmage the New 
York Times remarks that the announcement is 
« neither unexpected nor unwelcome.” That a Tal- 
mage should sooner or later “play out” it thinks 
«is a conclusion that every lover of civilization was 
bound to entertain.” In every field of human 
activity, in “everything that transcends the bargain 
counter, the hope of the lover of civilization must 
hav been that a time would come when people 
would distinguish between what was evanescent 
and what was permanent, between what was false 
and what was true.” But it regretfully adds that 
there is, to our shame be it said, no evidence that 
Talmage is less popular than he was two decades 
ago. It quotes an enterprising manager as saying, 
not many years since: “Do you know that there 
are two hundred thousand copies of that man’s 
sermons printed and read in England every week— 
and no respectable person ever heard of him.” The 
Times continues: “ The common people hav heard 
him gladly, and the more gladly the commoner 
they are. He has never had anything to say to any 
educated or fastidious or sensitiv person. The 
commoner his audience the more he has had to say 
to it.” It is a shame to the Americans as an 
ostensibly free and supposedly intelligent people 
that they should hav opened so many and such 
expansiv ears to the inanities and ravings of such a 
moral and mental “sport” as T. De Witt Talmage. 


-_— PÓ——————————————— 


How religion—which has been aptly defined as 
superstition in fashion—has been modified by 


science and Freethcught since Cotton Mather and: 
the other witch-hunting Puritans of Massachusetts | 
hounded to death helpless old women at Salem is 


strikingly shown by the fate which has just befallen 
three members of a Methodist church near Salem, 
Ohio. We hav before alluded to this ease. Certain 
events had occurred of which these good. Christians 
eould not furnish & ready explanation, except by 
recourse to the theory of witchcraft. 
circulated the story that a family in the neighbor- 
hood—who were foreigners and somewhat exclusiv 
in their associations, hence supposedly fit for the 
gervice of the devil—had bewitched divers persons 
‘and things. A cross-roads war immediately resulted, 
and a church trial soon followed. . It was decided 
that the accusers had been guilty of immoral and 
un-Christian conduct in bringing a charge of witch- 
craft against the other people, and they were promptly 
expelled from the church. Now, they hav taken an 
appeal to the conference. They should appeal to 
John Wesley's famous and logical Bible-based argu- 
ment for witheraft. It does seem cruel for the 
church founded by that great and good man to 
kick out such genuin Methodists as these, whose 
only crime is believing more implicitly in the 
Bible than do most other modern Christians. This 
witchcraft affair is very suggestiv. The survival of 
the most disastrous delusion of the Dark—Chris- 
tian—Ages through the eenturies and its recru- 
descence in the minds of those Ohio Methodists 
demonstrates anew that we are. not yet out of dan- 
ger, that the Aabit of superstition is not yet elim- 
inated from the blood of those whose ancestors felt 
the heavy and cruel hand of the church in the days 
of her supremacy. Given a community composed 
- of such as the three expelled Ohio Methodists, 
' isolate them and put into their hands the Bible, and 


| would be needed to produce the same ghastly fruit 
that ripened in Spain, Germany, and Scotland and 


quired than the season of germination and develop- 
ment. 


number of the Universalist magazine, Zo-Day, he 
magniloquently asks, referrmg to the Sandwich 
Islands: 


of his own, lift those islands from the depth of the sea, 
place them in that commanding position, surround them 
with a genial climate, clothe them in perpetual green, and 
invite men there to make their homes? Why was gath- 
ered that vast Pacific area of water, the most splendid 
field on the globe for the pathway of ships, and for com- 
mercial intercourse and commercial power? The enor- 


‘islands within them hava remarkable relation to each 


So they 


time would be the only factor whose operation | 


at that other Salem in earlier ages. Given the 
seed and the fruitful soil and nothing more is re- 


Only Freethought can redeem the world. 


Stevens, ex-minister to Hawaii, is a religious 
canter of the most nauseating type. In the last 


‘Why did the Almighty Creator, by laws and forces 


mous wealth of waters must hav been accumulated for 
some other purpose than for the life abodes of sea mon- 
sters which roam in its depths and for the fish which 
sport in its waves. Plainly enough the volcanic fires 
which pushed up these beautiful isles as sentinels and 
guardians in the North Pacific sea were the servants of 
God in a great work which he was preparing for the uses 
of man. All those who hav made history a serious study 
and recognize that its undying lamps are shining for the 
guidance of nations, know that seas and oceans and the 


other and to the nations adjacent to them, who make use 
of them as agencies of their intercourse, their commerce, 
and for the media of their power.” 

From these vast assumptions he deduces the 
*justness and necessity of American possession” 
of those islands. How much your cock-sure theo- 
logian knows about God’s purposes! Judging 
from the words and tone of Stevens we might be 
led into the error of supposing that he is the 
Almighty’s private secretary or perhaps his Minister 
to Earth. It does not appear to hav occurred to 
this Universalist logician that when “God” lifted 
those islands out of the waters and put the Hawa- 
iian people upon them he intended that people to 
hav the islands, instead of the missionaries and 
their sons, who hav “ civilized” nearly all the gentle 
nativs out of existence. Great is Cant and 
Stevens is his prophet. 


Self-Education. 


Educate yourself. If all the colleges were wiped 
out literature and science would suffer no loss. 
Thomas Paine, Horace Greeley, and Abraham Lin- 
‘coln were self-educated; Voltaire was not college 
bred. Historian Buckle quit college at sixteen ; 
Francis Bacon at fifteen. W. H. Bong. 


Gerorez Macponatp is continuing his “ Observa- 
tions” in Tus Trors Sezxer. We hope they are 
to be a permanent feature of that journal. George 
has been inspecting the exhibition of the instru- 
ments of torture, which were some time ago on 
view in London, and are now on tour in America. 
“Ag exhibiting the method by which the religion of 
love gets followers,” he says, “they cannot be 
equaled.” London Freethinker. 


New Publications. 


The many admirers of Mr. Otto Wettstein’s writings, 
which are of the unsophisticated materialistic variety, 
will.be glad to learn that his Congress address on the 
“Giant Delusion” is now obtainable as & pamphlet for 
10 cents, 


The address delivered by Miss Susan H. Wixon at the 
International Freethought Congress is now printed in 
pamphlet form, the title being ** Woman: Four Centuries 
of Progress.” None of the speeches at the Congress, hag 
received as much praise as this one, aud none was more 
worthy of the eulogiums bestowed. Single copies 10 
cents. 

A new edition of A. Jacobson’s ** Bible Inquirer" has 
just been issued from the press of the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany, which has secured both the plates and the copy 
right of the work. As a concordance or index to the 
absurdities of holy writ, the ‘‘ Bible Inquirer" is not 
equaled by any other book of its size. It has enjoyed a 
large sale, which it stil] maintains. The price is 25 cents. 


** Self-Contradictions of the Bible," the ninth edition of 
which is hereby announced, will hereafter bear the im- 
print of the Truth Seeker Company, to whom all orders 
for said work must now be addressed. We hav pur- 
chased the plates from the author and original publisher, 
Col. W. H. Burr, and added ‘‘Self-Contradictions” to 
the Trnth Seeker Library. The work is not an argument- 


good houses. 


N evada, Utah, and Colorado, along the lines of railroad 
ast. 


February 11th—‘‘Survivals of Sex 


ativ ot persuasiy one—it is simply convincing, as it givs a 
hundred and fifty instances where the Bible contradicts 
itself, and he who runs may read. Price 15 cents. 


oe ———————— 
Lectures and Meetings. 
Tux Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 


sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 8 o'clock. 


W. F. Jamieson is lecturing in Los Angeles, Oal., to T 
He desires to make lecture engagements in 


Address W. F, Jamieson, Bisinore, Oal. 
Tue First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 


Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 P. xw. 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-school in same place at 12:30 £. x. 


Katie Kehm 


Ter Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 168} 


Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. 


Admission is free. Program for January: 


Tux Women’s LIBERAL Laaaus, of Philadelphia, meets 


in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street; 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. Admission free. 
welcome. 


All are 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments: 


Chicago, Ill., Feb. 48th, 25th. 
Toronto, March 4, 11. ` 


Those who desire lectures at any points between New 


York and Chicago, aud in the vicinity of Chicago during 
the month of February, will please write at once to Mr. 
Putnam, eare of Tan Trura SugkgB, New York. 


Txx Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 


every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues, 
February 4th—Paine Celebration. 


Program of lectures for February: 
“ Paine's Religious 
Work," Henry Rowley. ‘‘ Paine’s Political Career,” 
T. B. Wakeman. Vocal and instrumental music. 


Worship," Miss Ida 
O. Oraddock. $ 


February 18th—‘* Personal Hygiene," Dr, Charles H. 


Shepard. 


February 25th—‘‘ Morality without Christianity,” Frank- 


lin Steiner. 


FRANKLIN Srainer’s lecture engagements are as fols 
lows: 


Feb. 8, 9, 10, Murray, Ia. , Mar. 9, Meriden, Conn. 
* 11, Chicago, Ili. ** 11, Boston, Mass, 
** 18, Alliance, O, — * 932, 18, Harwich, Mass, 
* 88, New York City. * 14, Cotuit, Mass. 


16, Osterville, Mass, 
18, Boston, Mass. 


** 26, Brooklyn, N. Y. E: 
** 88, Ellenville, N. Y. £t 
Mar. 4, Philadelphia, Pa. * 21-23, Northport. N.Y. 
" 8, Norwalk, Conn. E 25, Newark, N. J. 
Mr. Steiner has some open dates for his return trip. 
Anion him, after February 12, in care of Tas TRUTH 
EKER. 


J. E. Remssvre is now on his way East. His appoint- 
ments as far as arranged are as follows: 


Feb. 9, Lima, O. Feb. 20, Ridgeway, N. Y. 
** 10, Grelton, O. * 21, Fairport, N. Y. 

** 11, Toledo, O. aft'noon| ‘* 22, Newark, N. Y. 

* 11, Napoleon, O. night| '' 28, Lisle, N. Y. 

** 18, Clyde, Q. “ 24, Elmira, N. Y. 

** 14, Attica, '' ** 20, 28, Serauton, Pa. 

** 15, Massillon, O. * 30, N. Mehoopany, Pa. 

** 16, West Richfield, Q. | ** 27, l'ompkinsville, Pa. 

** 17, 18, Cortland, O. Mar. 2, New York, N. Y. 

** 19, Jamestown, N. Y. 


Appointments for New York and Pennsylvauia, also 
additional appointments for Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, will be published later. 


AT the Brooklyn Philosophical Association last Sunday 
John Swinton spoken ‘John Brown of Orawatomie." 
He showed the part that kind-hearted man played in 
bringing about the end of slavery. He said, among 
other things, that in the needless revolntion which may 
be precipitated for industrial change, the memory of 
John Brown will hav a prominent place. Mr. Swinton 
also said that a statue should be erected of that noble man 
in New York harbor and on he spot at Charleston, Va., 
where he was hanged. 


Cor. R. Q. Ineersoxy’s lecture appointments and sub- 
jects for the present month are as follows: 


February 1st—Elgin, Ill.,.....*........................ Shakspere 
February 2d—Chicago, IIL.,...... Some Mistakes of Moses 
February 3d—Joliet, Tir, siesena Dra mE Lincola 
February 4'h—Chicago, What Must We Do to Be Saved? 
February 5th—Bloomington, Ill, ................... Shakspere 
February 6th—Peoria, Ill. .................... ... Shakspere 
February 7th —Keokuk, Ia., ..................... ...Shakspere 
February 8th—Burleigh, Is., .......... . Sbaksnere 
February 9th—Ottumwea, Ia., ......... ....Bhakspere 
February 10th—Des Moines, Ia.,..... Shakspere 
February 11th—Davenport, Ia., ....... Shakspere 
February 12th— D ubque. Ia.,............ A hakspere 
February 18th—L Crosse, Wis., ....... Shakspere 
February 14th— Minneapolis, Minn.,.. Lincoln 
February 16th—Dnluth, Minn.,...... Lincoln 


February 17th— West Superior, Minn.,........................ 
Liberty for Man, Woman, and Child 
February 18th—St. Paul, Minn,, Some Mistakes of Moses 


February 20th —Saginaw, Mich. ....Shakspere 
February 218t—Bay City, Mioh.,.... .Shakspere 
February 22d— Grand Rapids, Mich.,. ... Shakspere 
February 23d— Jackson, Mioh.,...... ..-Shakspere 


February 24th—Battle Greek. Mich., ............. Shakepere 


The great majority of those now in Abraham’s 
bosom are of the feminin gender. We can better 
understand why after carefully reading the sacred 
history of his life. 


i 
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PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. 


Disloyalty to Truth of Catholic Text 
Book Compilers, 


Gross Superstitions Which Are Taught in Romish Ed- 
ucational Institutions.— Historical Misstatements 
and Bald Lies Conceerni;g Religious Persecutions 
Examined and Disproved. Is the Inculcation of 
Scientific Truths Sectarian Teaching ?—50me Sta- 
tistics of Crime and Illiteracy. 


III. 


THE CHURCH ANO THE SCIENCE OF GEOGRAPHY. 

Regarding the science of geography we find this 
assertion in “What Catholics have Done for 
Science”: 

Catholics have been the great pioneers of discovery. 
In gathering the materials for the edifice of geography, 
Catholics have done the great bulk of the work. ' ° * 
We have inherited almost the whole of the science of 
geography from Catholic sources. 

But the vital question is not what individual 
Catholies have contributed to the fund of scientifie 
knowledge. What is of interest to all is the atti- 
tude which the church assumed toward new theories 
and discoveries which contradicted or seemed to 
contradict old ideas. Take, for instance, the prop- 
osition that there may be inhabitants at the antipo- 
des. The idea had been combated by most of the 
representative men of the early church. Early in 
the eighth century Bishop Virgil of Salzburg 
broached the doctrine again. We will let Mr. 
White tell what followed: 

“There then stood in Germany, in those first 
years of the eighth century, one of the greatest and 
noblest of men—St. Boniface. His learning was of 
the best then known. In labors he was a worthy 
successor of the Apostles; his genius for Christian 
work made him unwillingly primate of Germany ; 
his devotion to duty led him willingly to martyr- 
dom. There sat too, at that time, on the papal 
throne a great Christian stateaman—Pope Zachary. 
Boniface immediately declared against the revival 
of such a heresy as the doctrine of the antipodes ; 
he stigmatized it as an assertion that there are men 


` beyond the reach of the appointed means of salva- 


tion; he attacked Virgil, and culled on Pope Zach- 
ary for aid. 

“The Pope, as the infallible teacher of Christen- 
dom, makes a strong response. He cites passages 
from the book of Job and the wisdom of Solomon 
against the doctrine of the antipodes; he declares 
it ‘perverse, iniquitous, and against Virgil’s own 
soul,’ and indicates a purpose of driving him from 
his bishopric. Whether this purpose was carried 
out or not, the old theological view, by virtue of 
the Pope’s divinely ordered and protected ‘iner- 
rancy, was re-established, and the doctrine that the 
earth has inhabitants on but one of its sides became 
more than ever orthodox, and, in the mind of the 
church, necessary to salvation. $5 

* Nor was this the worst. In Italy, at the begin- 
ning of the fourteenth century, the church thought 
it necessary to deal with questions of this sort by 
rack and fagot. In 1316 Peter of Abano, famous 
as a physician, having promulgated this with other 
obnoxious doctrines in science, only escaped the 
Inquisition by death; and in 1327 Cecco d'Ascoli, 
noted as an astronomer, was for this and similar 
crimes driven from his professorship at Bologna 
and burned alive at Florence. - - >» 

“The warfare of Columbus the world knows well 
—how the bishop of Ceuta worsted him in Portu- 
gal; how sundry wise men of Spain confronted him 
with the usual quotations from the psalms, from 
St. Paul, and from St. Augustine; how, even after 
he was triumphant, and after his voyage had greatly 
strengthened the theory of the earth’s sphericity, 
with which the theory of antipodes was so closely 
connected, the church by its highest authority 
solemnly stumbled and persisted in going astray ” 
(Popular Science Monthly, Vol. XLI, pp. 579-81). 

Mr. White adds that the influence of the church 
upon geography was, upon the whole, “steadily 
hostile to truth.” Here he draws a line of distinc- 
tion between the religious and the theological spirit, 
giving due credit to individuals whose religious 
ardor led them on voyages of discovery, and censur- 
ing the church which persecuted those whose reason- 
ing it deemed at variance with scriptural and ecclesi- 
astical authority. 

ENMITY TOWARD OTHER SCIENTIFIC I*N^VATIONS. 

The author of “ What Catholics Have Done For 
Science" makes this claim in his preface: 


Yes, every branch of modern science owes, not only its 
origin, but the main part of its growth to Catholic 
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scientists, so that it can be said with sincerest truth that 
the scepter of science belongs to the church. 

Under the head of * Galileo? we show something 
of what the church did to retard the development of 
astronomy. Rational hygiene had to contend 
against the grossest of superstitions fostered by 
the church, and within two years Catholic towns in 
Europe have resorted to religious mummeries to 
.stay the progress of the cholera, while the simplest 
sanitary precautions were neglected and scientific 
physicians denounced as emissaries of the devil. 
Scientific treatment of the insane and hysterical was 
impossible so long as the very peculiar ideas incul- 
cated or encouraged by the church alienists were 
generally accepted. In the fields of geology, an- 
thropology, medicine, meteorology, philology, human 
antiquity, Egyptology, comparative mythology, and 
other sciences the balance of the influence of the 
church was heavily against reason and progress. 
The evidence in support of this statement is over- 
whelming; lack of space alone prevents its appear- 
ance here as part of this article. But we cannot 
forbear quoting a few passages from Mr. White’s 
chapters on ‘“‘Demoniacal Possession and Insanity": 

‘The idea of the Satanic possession of lunatics 
led to attempts.to punish the indwelling demon. 
As this theological theory and practice became more 
fully developed, and ecclesiasticism more powerful 
to enforce it, all mildness began io change, or to be 
driven into remote corners of Christ ndom; the ad- 
monitions to gentle treatment by the great pagan 
and Moslem physicians were forgotten, and the 
treatment of lunatics tended more and more toward 
severity; more and more generally it was felt that 
cruelty to madmen was punishment of the devil re- 
siding within or acting upon them. - » » >: 
To deny Satan was Atheism; and perhaps nothing 
did so much to fasten the epithet ‘Atheist’ upon 
the medical profession as the suspicion that it did 
not fully acknowledge diabolical interference in 
mental disease. * » >» 

* Curiously enough, the only really important ef 
fort [for humane treatment of lunatics] in the 
Christian church was stimulated by the Moham- 
medans. Certain monks, who had much to do with 
them in redeeming Christian slaves, found in the 
fifteenth century what John Howard found in the 
eighteenth, that the Arabs and Turks made a large 
and merciful provision for lunatics, such as was not 
seen in Christian lands; and this example led to 
better establishments in Spain and Italy. 

“The revival of the science of medicine, under 
the impulse of the new study, of antiquity, suddenly 
bade fair to take out of the hands of the church the 
profession of which she had enjoyed so long and so 
profitable a monopoly. Only one class of diseases 
remained unquestionably hers—those which were 
still admitted to be due to the direct personal inter- 
ference of Satan—and foremost among these was 
insanity. Already, before the close of the 
fifteenth century, Pope Innocent VIII. had issued 
the startling bull by which he called on the arch- 
bishops, bishops, and other clergy of Germany to 
join hands with his inquisitors in rooting out these 
wiling bond-servants of Satan, who were said to 
swarm throughout all that country, and to revel in 
the blackest crimes. A half-dozen popes had since 
reiterated the appeal; and, though none of these 
documents touched on the blame of witchcraft 
for diabglical possession, the inquisitors charged 
with their execution pointed it out most clearly in 
their infamous hand-book, the ‘ Witch-Hammer’” 
(Popular Science Monthly Vol. XXXIV., pp. 437-9, 
578). 

It the sins of commission of the authors of these 
parochial school books are many and rank, not less 
numerous and offensive are their sins of omission. 
It seems to be as easy for them to suppress the 
truth as to tell positive falsehoods. e have a 
striking instance of this in their treatment of the 
subject of persecution. They describe with great 
particularity the persecutions to which Catholic 
Christians were subjected by the Roman govern- 
ment, by Protestants, and others, but they are 
silent as the grave regarding the awful persecu- 
tions of which Tux church is guilty. In only two 
instances do they give even a hint that the Catholic 
power has ever been instrumental in putting men 
to death save in defensive wars. One of these ap- 
parent exceptions is tre burning of John Huss. 
Businger in “Church History” says that “this 
proud and obstinate man withstood both entreaty 
and threat, and was burnt to death, at Constance, 
on tne sixth of July, in the year 1415, as a heretic 
and disturber of the public peace.” This statement, 
misleading as it is, was not sufficiently so to satisfy 
Mr Businger, so he subjoins this footnote: 

It is untrue to allege that the Church, in the Council of 
Constance, put Huss to death. The Council did nothing 
but its duty; namely, to adjudge him guilty of heresy, to 


deprive him of his office, and to excommunicate him from 
the Church. He now became amenable to the civil 


courts, as a disturber of the public peace. These pro. 
nounced his sentence, and executed it, though the bish- 
ops of the Council, according to the testimony of Ulrich 
Reichenthal, who was an eye-witness, petitioned King 
Sigismund and the judges to spare Huss's life” (Church | 
History, p. 227). 

Of this event the Encyclopedia Britannica (ninth 
edition, Vol. XIL, p. 421) says: 

“The sentence he expected was pronounced on 
July 6th in the presence of the emperor and a full 
sitting of the council; once and again he attempted 
to remonstrate, but in vain, and finally he betook 
himself to silent prayer. After he had undergone 
the ceremony of degradation with all the childish 
formalities which are usual on such occasions, his 
soul was formally consigned by all those present to 
the devil, while he himself with clasped hands and 
uplifted eyes reverently committed it to . Christ. 
He was then handed over to the secular arm, and: 
immediately led off to the place of execution, the - 
council meanwhile proceeding unconcernediy with 
the rest of its business for the day." 

The other exception to the rule of absolute 
silence eoncerning the slaughter of the defense- 
less by the church power is in the case of the sub- 
jugation of the Albigenses. Businger says: 

Such abominable theories, if reduced to practice, would 
have destroyed the foundations, not only of the church, 
but also of the state. * * A body of soldiers, led by 
Count Simon of Montford, marched against them, and & 
number of cruel and sanguinary battles were fought, 
About the year 1229 the Inquisition came into existence, 
and handed these heretics over to the chastising hauds of 
the civil power as disturbers and mischief-makers danger- 
ous to society. ; 

* Disturbers and mischief-makers dangerous to 
society " probably is thought to grate less harshly 
on the modern ear than “heretics,” * blasphemers,” 
“children of the devil,” and other similar designa- 
tions 80 popular when the church was in the pleni- 
tude of her power. 

The children in the pargchial schools will know 
what a rack is, for one of these writers describes it, 
but they will never know that it was one of the 
most effective agents in the propagation of the 
Catholic doctrine in Europe and elsewhere. They 
will not know that it was used at all by the onz 
church unless they come under the perniciously 
truthful influence of heretics. But they will read 
this about Calvin's crimes: * James Gruet he had 
several times put to the torture and finally beheaded. 
The unfortunate doctor, Servetus, he burnt to death 
at the stake. And all this wicked cruelty because 
these persons held views different from his own." 
The sublime audacity of that last sentence has never 
been paralleled. Think of a Catholic historian 
writing of cruelty and of persecution for opinion’s 
sake in that innocent way, as of something entirely ` 
foreign to the spirit and unknown in the career of 
hig church! But why should he not thus suppress 
the truth? Has it not been the policy of the 
church from the first? What teacher in a parochial - 
school would dare call in question before her pupils | 
the accuracy of the works put into her hands to ex- 
pound to the children under her care? She, too, 
must obey. 

It is worthy of mention that the author of * What 
Catholies Have Done for Science" deals chiefly with 
sciences which are innocuous to “Bible truths,” 
Investigators in mechanics, mathematics, acoustics, 
optics, electricity, chemistry, mineralogy, and bot- 
any did not come in conflict with scripture texts 
which contradicted their discoveries, and hence 
they did not often invite the censure of the church. 
Mr Brennan discreetly abstains from making any 
definite claims for the church in so far as most of 
the other sciences are concerned. Geology, geog- 
raphy, and astronomy are the chief exceptions, and 
here he got on to such terribly thin ice that he at 
once went through and to the bottom. We have 
already mentioned a number of important sciences 
which he did not touch. 


Are these reckless falsifiers of history, these dis- 

seminators of the grossest of superstitions, qualified 
to write school-books for American children? 
Should the public school fund be divided for their: 
benefit? 
SCIENTIFIC: INSTRUCTION IS NOT SECTARIAN TEACHING. 
s li is sometimes claimed that the teaching of 
modern science and scientific ethics in the publie 
schools should not be allowed, because, not being 
universally accepted, the propositions, averments, 
and demonstrations of such science and scientific 
ethics are really sectarian dogmas, and the teaching 
of them is sectarian instruction within the proper 
meaning of the term. Referring to this matter the 
editor of the Popular Science Monthly wrote in 
that periodieal in the issue of Novemb.r, 1889, as 
follows: 

“A Protestant minister in Oakland, Cal, in a 
recent address on the subject of the public-school 
system of the United States, expressed himself as 
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follows; ‘In one of the schools of San Francisco Her- 
bert Spencer’s “ Data of Ethics” was introduced asa 
text-book of morals—as palpable a violation of the 
law forbidding sectarian instruction as the intro- 


duction of the Catholic or Methodist catechism ; for 


Herbert Spencer belongs to that very small and 
narrow sect which promulgates the creed of Agnos- 
ticism. If the reverend speaker had taken the 
ground that the ‘Data of Ethics’ was too abstruse 
a book to be placed in the hands of public-school 
pupils, we should have felt inclined to sustain his 
objection. But when he says that to introduce 
such a book is to give a sectarian character to the 
school in which it.is used, we must enter a protest. 
Science is never sectarian; philosophy is never 
sectarian. Sectarian teaching begins when you 
ask a man or a child to assume what cannot be 
proved, for the sake of keeping within the dogmatic 
lines that fence round some particular creed. The 
followers of Mr. Spencer may be a minority, but 
they are no more a sect than were the adherents of 
the Copernican system of astronomy, or than are the 
believers in the Darwinian theory of natural selec- 
tion. Mr. Spencer makes no appeal to faith, but 
finds his premises in the common experience of 
mankind. A pupil who was being taught out of 
the “Data of Ethics’ would be quite at liberty to 
dispute either the premises or the arguments of the 
author; and he would not be silencec by the 
declaration that Mr. Spencer was infallible.. But 
when catechisms are taught they are taught, not 
as containing matter for discussion, but as con- 
taining doctrines that must not be disputed, on 
pain of more or less disagreeable consequences. 
Similarly, when the Bible is read in school, it is read 
not as a fallible record of events or a fallible guide 
in morals, but às something absolutely authorita- 
tive—the very voice of God. "It is perfectly obvious, 
then, where sectarianism in education begins. It be- 
gins just at the point where doctrines of any kind, 
accepted on faith by a portion of the community 
and not discussible on grounds of reason; are made 
a part of public-school instruction. Sectarianism 
comes in whenever the teacher is obliged to say 
‘Hush! to the inquiring schol r who wants his 
reason satisfied before he will believe. There is no 
sectarianism, on the other hand, in making use of a 
book which lays no claim to any kind of privilege, 
and which, therefore, cannot force the belief of any 
one. . The followers of Mr. Spencer do not form a 
sect, because they have ne beliefs which they wish 
to exempt from criticism or discussion, and because 
they hold themselves at full liberty to pass beyond 
the bounds of Mr. Spencer’s thought whenever 
they can see their way to doing so. Mr Spencer’s 
‘Data of Ethics’ may not contain all the truth on 
the subject of morals, but the truth which it does 
contain lends itself. tto demonstration; and no one 
ean be the worse. for being taught demonstrable 
truths. Upon that foundation he can afterward 
build what he likes—hay, stubble, or what not; 
and after his superstructure has been tried by the 
fire of experience, as it is very likely to be, he will 


still have something solid left on which to rebuild in | 


perchance wiser fashion.” 
SOME PAROCHIAL SCHOOL FRUIT. 

Rev. Madison C. Peters has gathered some inter- 
esting statistics which throw a flood of light upon the 
parochial school question. We reprint below part 
of a letter of his which appeared in a late number 
of the New York Herald. The matter quoted is 
part of a controversy between Mr. Peters and 
the Paulist Father Young. Of course Mr. Peters 
writes as a Protestant, and a Protestant who would 
commit the gross injustice of keeping the Protest- 
ant Bible in the common schools; but these facts 
do not weaken the force of the statistics he has 
collated : l ; 

** He did not and he cannot disprove the charge 
that in Italy, the home of the parochial school, 
where the Pope for fourteen hundred years had his 
own way, less than five per cent. of the people were 
able to read and write at the time that the temporal 
power of the Pope was overthrown. 

* He did not and he cannot disprove that Catholic 
Spain is reduced to beggary and sixty per cent. 
illiteracy.. Will Father Young please answer why 
Protestant America, with all her freedmen, frontiers- 
men, and foreign population, has less than sixteen 
per cent. of her people who cannot read and 
write, while old Catholic Spain, with no influx of 
foreigners and no untaught colored population, has 
sixty per cent. of her people unable to read and 
"write? M 

* He can furnish no evidence whatever against 
my charge that only a small per cent. of the people 
of Mexico, Chili, and so on down through the whole 
list of Catholic countries, are able to read and write. 
I pointed him to Catholic countries and showed 
. masses dwelling in ignorance till they shook off the 
parochial schools. 


“T challenge him to mention one nation whose 
children the Catholics have taught to read and 
write. Will he answer why the parochial schools 
have been repudiated and common schools estab- 
lished in such Catholic countries as Italy, France, 
and Mexico? 

** Why is it that in Catholic Guatemala, San Salva- 
dor, and Costa Rica the state has taken education 
out of the hands of the priests and made education 
compulsory under state control? 

* Why is it that in Catholic Argentine Republic, 
Chili, Uruguay, Venezuela, and Brazil the parochial 
schools have been closed by the Catholic authorities 
and free public schools have been established? (See 
W. E. Curtis’s “Capitals of South America.") 

* Ecuador is the only one of the South American 
republics holding on- to the old system of the 
parochial school. In all Ecuador there is not a 
single railroad or a stage-coach, only one newspa 
per, and only forty seven post-offices. About -four 
per cent. of the people can read and write, and no 
person can vote unless he is a Roman Catholic 
(Rand-MeNally's Atlas). 

-“The nations of South America and Europe say 
that the parochial schools have failed to teach the 
people, and is not this the reason why many pro- 
gressive Catholics of the world stand for the public 
schools ? 

“The eight Roman Catholic countries of Vene- 
zuela, Austria-Hungary, France, Brazil, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Belgium, and Italy, with an area of 4.452.275 
square miles and a population of 148,087,027, of 
wiich the average is ninety-one per cent. Roman 
Catholic, show an illiteracy of sixty per cent. 

“The eight Protestant countries of Victoria, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Netherlands, Germany, Den- 
mark, Great Britain, and the United States, with an 
area of 4,134,300 square miles and a population of 
149,702830, of which the average is eighty per 
cent. Protestant, show an illiteracy of four per 
cent. 

“This statement is from data furnished by the 
reports of the United States Commissioner of Edu- 
cation, the documents issued by the Bureau of 
Education, the census of 1880, and the * Statesman's 
Year Book for 1887.’ 

* But, dear Father, since you are so very particu- 
lar you may not like the census of 1880, and since 
it is our aim to please you I call your attention 
to the following statistics, collected by the United 
States Bureau of Education in 1890, showing the 
ratio of illiteracy in Roman Catholic and Protestant 
countries: 

IN ROMAN OATHOLIO COUNTRIES, 


. Per Cent. Per Cent. 
Austria ......... ..... essere. 89 Spain ...................ess? 08 
Hungary. ..................-. 429. Treland......................... 21 
Italy .....000cccccesesecssnseeees 48 Belgium.....................-. 12 
Portugal. ...... ............... 82 

IN PROTESTANT COUNTRIES. 

Per Cent. Per Cent. 

Germany, less than. ...... 1 Norway, less than......... 1 
Denmark, less than....... 1 Sweden, less than.......... 1 
England.................... 9 Switzerland .................. 21 


Scotland. ............ ......... 7 


“The eminent Catholic theologian, Dr. Orestes 
A. Brownson, who affirmed that ‘Protestantism of 
every form has not and never can have any right 
where Catholicity is triumphant,’ wrote thus in the 
Catholic Review concerning parochial schools: 
‘They who are educated in our schools seem mis- 
placed and mistimed im the world, as if born and 
educated for a world that had ceased to exist. The 
cause of failure of what we call Catholic education 
lies, in our judgment, in the fact that we educate 
not for the present or the future, but for the past.’ 

* Is it not a fact that the Catholic church controls 
a large proportion of the desperate people of society ? 
Do not our criminal classes come from. countries 
where the Catholic church has been dominant for 
centuries? You do not and cannot disprove the 
testimony of the Catholic journals and Catholic 
chaplains which I quoted—that your church . con 
tributes more criminals than any other religious de- 
nomination. You did not disprove the Parliam«nt- 
ary report for 1881, which shows that while the 
Catholics form only three-quarters of the popula- 
tion of Ireland; they furnish six-sevenths of the 
criminals. — 

* Her majesty's inspectors’ report concerning 
juvenile offenders in reformatories and industrial 
schools in Ireland shows that there were in reform- 
atories in 1888 143 Protestants and 956 Catholics. 
In industrial schools in 1883, 805 Protestants and 
5,179 Catholies. In five counties in the North of 
Ireland it required only 11 or 12 policemen to keep 
order among 10,000 people, while in five other 
counties of Ireland, where there are more parochial 
schools, it requires from 41 to 46 policemen to keep 
order among each 10,000 people. 


* Leon Bouland, an.ex-priest, in the Forum of | 
July, 1888, calls attention to the fact that in the. 


city of New York seventy-five per cent. of the crim- 


four per cent. 
by referring to a Papal sourca—namely, Z7 Amico 
di Casa, Almanacco Popolare, published at Turin. 


inals are members and adherents of the Roman 
Catholic church. 


“If you will study the reports of our jails and 


penitentiaries you will find that your church has 
from more than three to four times its due propor- 
tion according to the population. The same is true 
of our pauper institutions. 
all foreigners and nearly all Roman Catholics. Out 
of 2,362 state paupers in Massachusetts, Ireland 
contributed 945, or 40 per cent. of the whole, while ` 
of those born in Massachusetts there were only 348. 


The inmates are nearly 


«You made no reply to my charge that out of 


4,000 children . born in Rome 3,000 are illegiti nate. 
You want the charge authenticated, do you ? 


“El Solfeo, an Italian journal of prominence, 


publishes the following statistics: ‘In 1870 Rome 
had 2,469 secular clergy among cardinals, bishops, 
prelates, and cures; 2,766 monks, and 2,117 nuns, 
in all 7,322 religious of both sexes. 
births reached in the same year to 4,378, of which 
1,215 -were legitimate and 3,163 illegitimate. 
illegitimates, therefore, being in the proportion 
75.25 per 100 of the total births.’ 


The number of 


The 


* The illegimate in Protestant London are only 
You will also find similar statistics 


* And from the same source we find that the aver- 


age committals for murder per year are in Protest- 
ant England 72, or 4 to every 1,000,000; in Catholic 


Bavaria 311, or 68 to every 1,000,000. More than 
four-fifths of the white men hanged in America are 
Catholies. It distresses me to give you all these 
facte, but you pressed me to do it. 

“I have stated the actual truth so mildly that I 
feel that I ought to apologize to: my readers, and I 
promise you that for every fact and citation I have 
brought I can cite from equally unimpeachable 
sources ten times as many more. 

* Now how about the liquor traffic? I charged 
your church with having a monopoly of the business. 

«Father Elliot, who is associated with you in 
your work,in the Catholic World (September,1890), ' 
of which you are one of the editors, made this honest 
confession: ‘The horrible truth is that in many 
cities, big and little, we have something like a 
monopoly of the business of. selling liquor, and in 
not a few something equivalent to a monopoly of 
getting drunk. Iu&teto acknowledge it; yet from 
Catholic domiciles-—miscalled homes—in those cities 
and towns three fourths of the publie paupers creep 
annually to the aknehouse, and more than half the 
criminals snatched away by police to prison are by 
baptism and training members of our church. Can 
anyone deny this, or can anyone deny that the 
identity of nominal Catholies and pauperism exist- 
ing in our ehief centers of population is owing to 
the drunkenness of Roman Catholics? For twenty 
years the clergy of this parish have had a hard and 
uneven fight to keep saloons from the very church 
doors, because the neighborhood of the Roman 
Catholic church is a good stand for the saloon busi- 
ness; and this is equally so in nearly every city in 
America. Who has not burned with shame to run 
the gantlet of the saloons lining the way to the 
Roman Catholic cemetery ?’ 

* But this same Father Elliot, speaking of his 
recent missionary tour among the non-Catholics of 
the West, declared: * America will be converted and 
made a Catholic country. Perhaps it would be in 
order to suggest that charity begins at home, and 
that the priests convert their own people before 
they attempt to convert Protestants.” 


We hope our readers will carefully file the 
record of these facts, so abundantly established by 
authentic history. 


The orthodox.press of Spain is roaring mad at the ‘‘in- 
sult” offered the holy mothér church by the mayor and 
municipal council of Madrid, by attending in a body the 
funeral of that great Freethinker, Ramón Chies. -°.°.’ 
The Spanish Free Mason Lodge ‘‘ Progreso” has started 
a subscription among Spanish Free Masons, the proceeds 
of which &re«o be used to erect a monument in honor of 
the late Ramón Chies. *.*.* Memorial services in honor 
of Ramón Chies are: being held by ali Spanish Free- 
thought societies, and resolutions of sympathy hav been 
sent to his family and Las Dominicales by numerous 
foreign Freethought societies, by prominent F'reethinkers, 
and the Freethought Federations of France and Belgium, 
and we do not doubt also by the Freethought Federation 
of America. The address of; Las Dominicales is Calle 
de Carranza núm 21, s:gundos, Madrid. .'* Fernando 
Boyne (Dem6filo) is now sole editor of Las Dominicales 
and he proposes to convert this weekly journal founded 
by him and Ramón Chies in 1882 into a daily paper. 


ey 
One of the numbers of ‘‘ The Truth Seeker DM 2 
issued this month is entitled ‘‘Thumbscrew and Rack.” 
It embodies the ** Historic Means of Grace” published in 
Tug Trot Serexer of January 6th, with additional 
matter, and several new illustrations, including the 
famous ‘‘ chastity belt," drawn expressly for this work. 
As a haudsome pamphlet, with cover, ** Thumbscrew and 
Rack” will be soldat ten cents per copy. Being the only 
work of the kind in existence, it should hav a large ciron- 
lation. Geo. E. Macdonald wrote it. 
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Sparks From the Lecture Field. 


Despite the hard times our cause still maintains 
its ground and the Freethought lecturer is able to 
keep his head above water. Trade is almost stag- 
nant and we hav hard work even to get expenses, 
but somehow we manage to get there. 

From Mechanicsburg I go to Delphos, O., where 
I giv one lecture to the members of the recently 
organized society, at their regular meeting. Icame 
kere more to spend a portion of my leisure time 
than otherwise, but I happened along at the right 
moment and my visit was not entirely for nothing. 

After a few days of pleasant idleness I resume 
my journey. Mr. and Mrs. Roloson had made me 
a welcome guest and I disliked going, but had it 
been heaven itself I would hav had to go just the 
same. 

I reached Waterloo, Ind., and found Jake Salts- 
man on the lookout for me. And so was the 
weather. The Lord had taken a mean spite and 
sent us one of the severest snowstorms I hav wit- 
nessed for some time. This storm did not abate 
during the three days that I lectured there; there- 
fore it had, to a great extent, a disastrous effect 
upon my audiences. It was impossible for most of 
our friends to get in from the country, but Mr. and 
Mrs. Brecbill were there and would not hay stayed 
away even if they had to make the journey in & 
boat; and at one time it looked as though they 
would hav to use that method of. transportation. 
Still we had little of which to complain; we had 
Splendid audiences, made up of the townspeople, 
and I was gratified to.see such a large number of 
young people present at each lecture. It will giv 
the local clergy something to do when they tell 
them that “Jonah swallowed a whale” and ask 
them to believe it. Squire Daniels was chairman, 
while Charley Voss and Jake Saltsman made splen- 
did ushers. The rain could not cool or dampen 
the ardor of their enthusiasm. 

My next lecture was in Chicago, before the Secu- 
‘lar Union. I was favored with a fair audience, 
considering the inclemency of the weather, for 
Chicago had received its due share of thestorm. I 
was pleased to get back on the camping-ground 
of our recent Congress, and once more I met a host 
of friends. My lecture was on the Bible, and it 
brought out a good and spirited discussion. W. S. 
Bell presided at the meeting. It was the first time 
we were on the platform together, and I hope it 
may not be the last. 

Monday evening I dined with Mr. and Mrs. 
Freaman, and during the week I was the recipient 
of the same hospitality from Judge Waite and his 
estimable wife. During these few days plans were 
discussed for the harmonious co-wcrking of the 
Secular Union and the Federation, whereby the 
general good of the cause may be promoted. The 
desire to work together, to assist each other, was 
truly encouraging, and it will not lessen. 

During my stay in Chicago, I was the guest of 
Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Reichwald. Mrs. Reichwald is 
not. an avowed Freethinker, though she has too 
good a heart and far too generous a nature to be- 
lieve in hell. But to giv up a belief in hell is to giv 
up a belief in orthodox Christianity. It is the bed- 
rock upon which the whole edifice is built. Shatter 
that rock with the dynamite forces of education and 
Freethought, and the whole structure will topple 
and fall. I had expected to enjoy the hospitality 
of Mr. and Mrs. Reichwald through the holiday 
season, but this privilege I was denied, for I re- 
ceived a message from Delphos, O., informing me 
that the wife of one of our friends had died. It 
was her special desire that I should conduct the 
funeral services, and I turned back to comply with 
her request. The deceased was the wife of Wm. 
Euston. Both were members of the local Free- 
thought society. She died at the age of thirty-seven, 
after a protracted illness, and the funeral took 
place on Sunday, December 24th. It was the first 
time that a Secular funeral had taken place in this 
district. As a natural result great crowds were 
drawn hither to witness the funeral ceremonies, 
many coming out of sheer curiosity. The services 
were held at the grave, and there were fully four 
hundred people present. The Delphos Herald 
gave a full and favorable report of the proceedings. 
The day was raw and chilly. Therefore, to stand 
with bare head in the cold for thirty minutes was 
not conduciv to good health. Suffering from a 
slight cold at the time, this seriously aggravated 
my ailment, and the next day found me suffering 
from an attack of “la grippe." Thanks to Mrs. 
Roloscn and her brother, Dr. Brundage, I soon re- 
covered. This slight indisposition caused me to 
miss some of my lecture appointments, but beyond 
this no serious damage was done. 

Leaving Chicago by a midnight train I reach 
Kansas City. It is my first lecture in this city. 


The train arrives just about the time my lecture 
should commence. 
awaiting my arrival with patience. Kansas City 
boasts a population of one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand. Once a pioneer settlement, it is now the site 
of large commercial houses and hives of industry. 
Tt is full of enterprise—one glorious result of the 
large element ot Liberal thought it contains. Like 
most Western cities of like proportions, it has a 
free Sunday. The theaters, museums, etc., and 
other places of public resort are wide open on the 
first day of the week, and as is usual in such in- 
stances, the clergy do not like it, and they are 
sparing no efforts now to try and close them. The 
clergy hav always been the greatest enemies of free- 
dom, and it seems to be generally determined that 
they shall so remain. Every Sunday in Kansas 
City they may be heard denouncing Sunday opening 
and decrying in vociferous tones the alleged evils 
thereof. 

My lecture was a success in every way, thanks to 
the worthy efforts of T. J. Tanner, a young and 
enthusiastic Freethinker. My audience, for the 
most part, consisted of well-known Freethinkers, 
who gave me a splendid welcome among them: 
Milton J. Payne, president of the gaslight and coke 
company, occupied the chair. Among the friends 
are Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Matthews. Mr. Matthews 
is one of the foremost architects of Kansas City and 
a Freethinker from away back. He is one who has 
never stifled his honest thougkts in deference to 
public opinion. Honest and fearless in expression, 
he lets the public know what he really believes. 
Respected by all who know him, he is ever ready to 
advance a new idea that could in any way benefit 
the race. In this relation I might also mention 
Leon E. Bailey, Dan H. Nourse, T. E. Palmer, R. 
Kriete, Charles Ison, J. P. Reisinger, E. W. Ken- 
yon, and others, who constitute a grand host of 
Freethought warriors who are determined to pre- 
serve the freedom of the people in Kansas City 
against the machinations of the clergy. 

The next morning I am off again, this time for 
Wichita, a beautiful little town situated about fifty 
miles north of the Cherokee Strip. I lectured here 
on Sunday evening, and I was greeted by a large 
audience. Through the valuable assistance of Z. 
Tuttle Iam to giv a course of lectures in this place, 
extending over the winter months. We are in 
hopes that a permanent organization of Freethink- 
ers may be established. Mr. Tuttle is now ad- 
vanced in years, but he retains all the enthusiasm 
of his youth for the cause of Freethought. With- 
out him these lectures could not be had here at 
this time. Wichita has a large number of Lib- 
erals, and with their help we may achieve the suc- 
cess for which we are striving. Among the Lib- 
erals here are Dr. and Mrs. Martin, together with 
their daughter Isis B. Martin. The latter is the 
librarian of the city, and now she is deeply inter- 
ested in the establishment of a Freethought library. 
Besides these are Mr. and Mrs. Collins, the found- 
ers of an * Edward Bellamy Club,” wherein the 
members liv, eat, and sleep upon the ideas laid 
down in his now famous work, “Looking Back- 
ward.” Also Mr. and Mrs. Cooper, Mr. and Mrs. 
Garst, Mr. and Mrs. Haley, with many more, are 
numbered in our ranks. 1 

In the morning I attended the Unitarian church. 
Being the most Liberal meeting in the town, many 
Freethinkers are regular attendants thereat for the 
want of a more suitable place. The pastor, Dr. 
Vail, is a very liberal-minded man; many such may 
be found in the ranks of Unitarianism—a school, by 
the way, which Erasmus Darwin termed “a feather- 
bed to catch a falling Christian.” I had never met 
the doctor, and when I read his subject, “As a 
Christian Minister, What Would You Do with In- 
gersoll?” I had half. made up my mind that I was 
to sit and hear the colonel denounced and abused 
in terms that only a * Christian minister" can use. 
To my intense surprise, however, the sermon was & 
glowing eulogy of Colonel Ingersoll throughout. 
The preacher asserted that “he could not agree 
with all he said or taught,” but declared that * there 
was much in his philosophy that had moved men to 
lead nobler lives.” What honesty of thought and 
utterance; what candor, to come from an assumed 
Christian pulpit ! ` 

During my stay in the Southwest it is my desire 
to lecture as much as possible in Kansas, ‘Texas, and 
Oklahoma. Friends in these districts desiring lect- 
ures may address me, for better convenience, at 243 
N. Lawrence street, Wichita, Kan. Terms and 
dates may be had upon application. 

Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


Hell is full of people who ask questions about 
Her which our Heavenly Father wishes to keep 
quiet. 


I found a good-sized audience | 
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Observations. 

This is translated from the Hoodoo. A certain 
Adherent. of the church heard an Unbeliever ex- 
press the opinion that the so-called Word of God 
is simply the word of the men who wrote it; that 
religion in general is delusion touched with hypoc- 
risy; that the church is not necessarily a mundane 
type of the kingdom of heaven; that clergymen 
are guilty of unlawful solicitation when they 
claim to belong to a third sex; and that preaching 
is equivalent to talking through the hat. Such was 
the anger of the Adherent at thus hearing ideas ex- 
pressed which he had devoted his life to concealing 
that he sprang upon the Unbeliever and beat him 
to the earth with a club. A police officer who was 
unintentionally present arrested the Adherent for 
disturbing his peace, while the Unbeliever was 
taken to the stationhouse as a drunk, where he died 
before the newspaper reporters could call the atten- 
tion of the department to the fact that the man’s 
skull was fractured. The Adherent being brought 
to the bar of justice, the Court inquired why he had 
killed his neighbor. 

« Because,” said the Adherent, “he was an Infi- 
del and a Scoffer, denying those principles which 
lie at the foundations of society I cannot tolerate 
either his presence or his existence, or abide with 
him in the same community.” 

«If that is your trouble,” replied His Honor, 
who was a just judge and whose judicial mind was 
crossed withal by a streak of humor, “I can pro- 
vide you with a retreat where you will not meet an 
Infidel once in a hundred years.” 

And he sentenced him to the penitentiary for life. 

The American Protective Association claims to 
hav proof that the Roman Catholics of the United 
States are arming and drilling as military organiza- 
tions. This is hotly denied by the pope’s papers, 
and even Protestant journals, like the New York 
Independent, scoff at the report or treat it lightly. 
What, then, are we to make out of the fact that the 
president of the college of St. Francis Xavier, a 
Catholic Institution of this city, has received the 
following communication? 

War DEPARTMENT, } 
WasHiNGTON Orry, Jan. 4, 1894. ; 

By direction of the President, and in accordance with | 
section 1,225, Revised Statutes, as amended by the acts 
of Congress approved September 26, 1888, and November 
8, 1893, Captain John Drum, Tenth infantry, is detailed. 
as professor of military science and tactics at the college 
of St. Francis Xavier, New York, and will report in per- - 


son for duty accordingly. ^ Danzex S. Lamont, ` 
Secretary of War. 


Is the Catholic church drilling men at her own 
expense for the government service? When Mon- 
signor Capel, the papal emissary, was in this coun- 
try a few years ago, he warned us that Catholics 
would demand their “rights”—namely, a division 
cf the public school funds; and he added that the 
demand, when it came, would be quick and sharp, 
like the click of a musket. Evidently the students 
at the college of St. Francis Xavier are getting in 
form to furnish the click. 


The Seventh Day Adventists are with us in the 
endeavor to prevent the church from becoming the 
state. They hav a vital interest in the repeal of the 
Sunday laws, because they “lay back stiff” on Sat- 
urday that they may do about two days’ work on 
Sunday. To enforce the Sunday law would giv 
them two idle days in a week—one self-impelled, 
the other compelled by the policeman. Any one 
who has visited, on the first day of the week, as I 
hay, a Second Adventist hive of industry like the 
big printing establishment in Oakland, California, 
will see that it is their busy day. If the hands dig 
in on the other five days as they do on that one, it 
is not strange that the institution thrives. I believe 
that on Sunday the foreman may swear at dilatory 
hands without offense, and accelerate their move- 
ments by telling them that they are slower than the 
second coming of Christ. . Sunday idleness would 
rob them of at least twenty-five per cent of their 
earnings. 

So the Adventists are with us; and they are so not 
only from a different present reason, but likewise 
with an eye on the future. According to the doc- 
trin of this sect, religious legislation was foretold at 
the beginning of the Christian era—longer ago, it 
will be seen, that any Republican prophesied hard 
times as a result of Democratic monkeying with the 
tariff. John the Revelator then prognosticated that. 
the United States would come to be formed in the 
image of the beast which is the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. Furthermore, the Adventists assert that 
the beast is in no wise to be overcome by the spirit of 
liberty latent in the American breast, but only by 
the power of God to be put forth at the fulfillment 
of his promis to Christ: “Ask of me, and I shall 
giv thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the . 
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uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou 
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 
The Adventists now oppose the beast in order that 
when breaking begins they may be strictly in it, as 
we say in modern English slanguage. The Advent- 
ist’s faith in prophecy is not shaken by the fact that 
the speaker assured his hearers that these things 
should come to pass before persons within the sound 
of his voice had let go of the willows. A thousand 
years from now, sustained and soothed by an un- 
faltering trust, they will still be fighting some 
beast or other foreshadowed by the Revelator. 
Their lack of faith in the spirit of liberty is sus- 
ceptible of explanation. They are themselvs the 
willing bondmen of a delusion, and giv neither 
themselvs, their employees, nor the stranger that is 
within their gates any more liberty on Saturday 
than the strictest Sabbatarian would giv them on 
Sunday. 


want to reply to the sky-pilot until he came, I took 
up the time giving another lecture. We missed the 
fun, for he did not materialize. I answered him 
just the same. When he replied to me, he had hi! 
church well filled. He ought to hav had, for he ad- 
vertised himself at my lectures. . A friend who went 
to hear him the next night told me that he had just 
about twenty-five people to listen to him. 

I shall go back to Correctionville on my return 
from the East, wh2n I will lecture in several other 
places in the neighborhood where they are unable 
to arrange at the present time. 

Des Moines, Ia. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


from Missouri, “for thirty years our body politic 
has been possessed of Depublocratic devils, and its 
vital organs hav been tied up in preat knots by the 
Depublocratic party; but the Recratodublican party 
—the savior of the people—has commanded them to 
abdicate, and soon, Mr. Chairman, they will go out 
of the body politic into the swine; the swine will 
go into the sea, and the nation will rise up blessing 
God.” 

While the house yet enjoyed the sustained thrill 
induced by the danse du ventre of the gentleman 
from Missouri, Mr. Hendrix, of New York, arose 
and inquired: * When that incident occurred back 
in Galilee, was there no sympathy felt for the man 
who lost the pork?” . 

Here the hammer fell. 


Churchly Purpose and Performance. 


The wholesale murder pf Catholic Christians by Greek 
church Obristians in Kovna, Russia, is one of the later 
evidences of the great civilizing influence of Christian- 
ity. '.'." Abyssinia boasts of having been a Christian 
country for fifteen hundred years, long before the mass 
of Europe was COhristianized. Christianity is there seen 
in its original light as a vast monastic system which has 
left the people in a state of barbarism. ' - > Some 
time ago a conspiracy was discovered against the life of the 
Negus Menelik. ell-known members of the court were 
implieated, but in view of the influence they possessed, 
the emperor pardoned them. A youthful attendant on 
the negus had been aware of the secret movement against 
his majesty and took to flight on the conspiracy being 
revealed. He was captured, and, without the pretense of 
8 trial, was condemned to hav his tongue cut out and one 
of his feet sawn off. The sentence was duly carried out; 
but not content with the torture to which the boy had 
been subjected, the negus, eight days afterward, ordered 
that his right hand should be cut off, and that he should 
then be left exposed in the desert, in the full glare of the 
sun, until he was devoured by vultures.— Agnostic Jour- 
nal, '.'— Baron Katte, a Prussian, says of these Ohris- 
tian Abyssinians: ‘‘I found everywhere in Abyssinia a 
confirmation of what I frequently found in the East— 
namely, that the professors of Christianity are, in all 
moral respects, far below the Mahommedans.” °.'.' The 
depth of superstitiou Jn which the early Christians were 
sunk may be inferred from the inscription on a 
papyrus in the Edwards collection, University College, 
London. It is a Greek Ohristian invocation and reads, 
as translated for the Academy, as follows: ‘‘Ye angela 
and archangels who guard the floods of heaven, since I 
hav a quarrel with a headless dog [heretic?], if he comes, 
„overpower him and rescue me through the might of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen. Iao 
Sabaoth. Thou who barest God inviolate, spotless 
Virgin Mother of Christ, remember that thou ssidst this 
to thyself, again heal the woman who carries this amulet. 
Amen." -.'.: Canon Monshan moved in the Notting- 
ham (Eng.) school board that no te»cher who did not 
profess belief in the divinity of the Lord Jesus should be 
allowed to giv religious instruction. The motion was not 
seconded. So much for religious teaching in public 
schools. In such schools it is an even race between pro- 
scription and hypocrisy. ~°.°.° It would seem that the 
Russian church men hav determined that no liberty shall 
be granted to dissenters, which decision means exile or 
extermination for the latter. '.'.' At a recent election 
at Barcelona, Odon de Buen, professor of the university 
of that city—an outspoken republican and Freethinker— 
received 399 votes, while the orthodox, F. Traver, re- 
ceived but 377. Christian honesty could not stand this 
and fixed the ballots so that the orthodox candidate 
received 629 votes. The election will be contested by 
Spanish republicans, and the Barcelona scandal is the 
talk of the day. '.'.' The queen-regent of Spain, Maria 
Christina, is to found university at Escurial, which, 
according to the wishes of her late husband, is to be 
strong in ''Ohristian sciences.” -'.:." Nov. 1, 1898, was 
a great day for the Austrian army. The soldiers were 
made to take the oath of allegiance to the Austrian flag. 
Bible, Koran, and Talmud were opened, and priest, min- 
ister, rabbi, and imam announced that ‘‘to serve as 
soldier monarch and fatherland is an honor; it isa relig- 
ious duty. The God of armies bless your admittance to 
the holy duty of a new life." '.'.' The Spanish govern- 
ment is in arrears to the amount of 12,724 pesetos in 
salary to each school teacher. It does not owe the church 
anything. °°." A new religious sect has appeared in 
Russia. Its members consider the telegraph and railroad 
inventions of the devil, but they make up in crossing 
what they lack in sense. They make the sign not alone 
on forehead and breast but also on the stomach, which 
they consider the most ‘‘holy " part of mankind. 

The Sabbath worshipers of Wisconsin propose to sow 
the state knee-deep with Sunday law literature. This 
work has been assigned to the Young Peoples’ Society of 
Christian Endeavor. Documents in English, German, and 
Norwegian are to be circulated. Hav Wisconsin liberals 
got their eyes open yet? '.." We learn from an authori- 
tativ source—the Christian Statesman—that ‘‘ the exec- 
utive committée of the National Reform Association has 
appointed the Rev H. H. er cress .D.D., one of its sec- 
retaries, to visit Washington, D. O., with a view to 
establishing & Bureau of Legislativ Reform, especially in 
the interest ofSabbath legislation by Congress." Do you 
understand that? -'.'." The New York Mail and Ex- 
press is fretting about the crying of Sunday papers on 
the streets. Itsays: ‘‘It is an infringement of the rights 
of all citizens to quiet in their churches and homes on the 
day of rest and worship. It is in violation of an explicit 
law of the state of New York, which forbids on Sunday 
‘all noise disturbing the peace of the day.’” Christians 
hav no more right to stop newsboys from earning a few 
eents on Sunday than Jews and Adventista would hav to 
prevent their doing the sams on Saturday. Besides, 
people who want to buy papers on either day hav just as 
imperativ 8 right to an opportunity to do so a3 others hav 
tosıt in church, and a large minority of the latter also 
buy the Sunday paper. And how about the wholly un- 
MY moire of charol belier RE ~ In December 

: .| last many Jewish merchants and others were arrested in 
the meeting had also re fri "ied s 7 this city for keeping their places of business open on 
hoefer word through his friend, the Rev. Mr. Par- | Sunday. Sunday law persecution was rampant during 
nell It was late when we began, and as I did not the closing months of the year, 


The financiers say that Secretary Carlisle’s fifty 
millions of United States bonds won't go because 
jhe has not offered a commission to bankers for 
floating them. But there is one thing that will go, 
and that is the fifty or one hundred millions of un- 
coined and uncovered silver in the treasury vaults. 
The bankers naturally do not want the silver, be- 
cause there is no pound of flesh behind it; but the 
people would handle it joyfully, and if the bankers 
would not, they might close their doors, or stand 
behind counters and twiddle their thumbs instead 
of doing business. While under the bond system 
the people are paying from five to ten per cent in- 
terest on their medium of exchange, which is to that 
extent a tariff on trade of every description, the 
cause of hard times ought to be so plain thats 
blind man could see it with his stick. 

Gro. E. Macponatp. 


At the Front. 


My next engagement after Correctionville was 
Pierson, a town about six miles distant. On Sun- 
day afternoon, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Petty 
and Mr. Dunlap, we began the journey through a 
storm of sleetand snow. Iwas advertised to speak 
at three o’clock, and we arrived in ample time. 
.Everything was excellently arranged. A number of 
ladies and gentlemen, under the direction of Mr. S. 
F. Benson, had been preparing themselvs to furnish 
some musical entertainment at the meetings. Any- 
thing of this kind always makes a lecturer feel good. 
Some think that because we do not giv the atten- 
tion to music that the churches do, Freethought has 
no melodies, and that the art of Orpheus will die 
with Christianity. We know that this is not so, yet 
Freethinkers do not realize how much music adds 
to their meetings. Before the lecture began the 
house was full, and many more came in afterwards. 
In the evening, though it was very stormy, we again 
had the hall well filled, and on Monday night many 
were standing up. Probably no town of its size in 
this country contains so many Freethinkers as 
Pierson. The church has little influence, and the 
spirit of Freethought abounds. The leader of our 
movement here is Mr. S. F. Benson. He is activ 
and enthusiastic. The people respect him and -im- 
pose confidence in his honor, notwithstanding his 
heretical views. Though engaged in business he 
finds time for Freethought work, and is ever ready 
to defend Liberalism. He is well read and can 
meet all Christian arguments. 

Next to Mr. Benson is Dr. Efner, who always lets 
his light shine. Mr. Brooks, who owns the hall in 
which I spoke, is a Liberal of the right stamp, as 
also are Mr. Cummings and Mr. Hoffman. I received 
a large number of names for the Freethought 
Federation, and sold many Freethought books both 
in Pierson and Correctionville. Literature circu- 
lated in a community at the time of lectures sets 
many to thinking. Hundreds are ready to embrace 
Liberalism if only it is put beforethem. Hundreds 
of others are Liberals at heart, but do not know 
just where to place themselvs. Hearing a lecture 
or reading a book often brings these people out of 
the church. . 

On Tuesday morning I bade the Pierson friends 
adieu, and returned to Correetionvile. As I sur- 
mised, the Rev. Mr. Zellhoefer replied to me whileI 
was away. He preached a sermon attacking me 
and Freethinkers generally in a genuin Christian 
manner. The defunct Paine death-bed story was 
revived, and told. Thereverend did not know that 
I was coming back, and he opened his eyes 
wide when he saw me on the street. The friends 
decided to hav me reply to him. We had but 
a day’s time in which to secure necessary funds 
to pay for the opera house and advertise. No bills 
were printed. It was announced from mouth to 
mouth that I was to reply to the reverend, and 
when the time came the house was well filled, and 
about a half dozen from Pierson who had heard of 


“Educate yourself,” says Col. William Henry 
Burr. “Ifall the colleges were wiped out, litera- 
ture and science would suffer no loss." The colo- 
nel’s statement may be true, but his advice. is not 
good for these days of civil service and of*other ex- 
aminations patterned after that humbug. In San 
Francisco a man who applied for a position as mail- 
carrier was asked, in the course of his examination, 
if he could giv the distance to the moon. He had 
not thought of that matter in connection with his 
application, not understanding that the moon would 
be included in his route, and he failed to pass. If 
he had been college bred he might hav answered 
the question and got the job. Another instance: 
A great daily in this city, having in view a depart- 
ment devoted to progress in mechanical engineering, 
sought as an editor a young man who possessed a 

‘thorough practical knowledge of the subject, 
together with fine literary facility, and long expe- 
rience as a journalist. He was the ideal man for 
the place. For a dozen years he had earned his 
living at just that sort of work, as editor of a sci- 
entific journal Arrangements for his transfer 
to the great daily were nearly completed, when the 
manager put the crucial question: * Are you a col- 
lege graduate?” The young man was not, and 
that settled it. The great daily secured at a good 
salary: a college-bred “professor” who attached 
* C. E." and other characters of the Roman alpha- 
bet to his name, and the department of mechanical 
progress was inaugurated, while the young man 
kept his less luerativ position, writing artieles 
which the professor-editor of the great daily plagiar- 
ized, garbled, spoiled, and published as his own. 
The young man one day had the keen pleasure of 
taking a piece of his own work, thus stolen, to the 
manager of the great daily and asking him to com- 
pare it with the professor's effort and to state 
which was the more worthy performance. This, it 
is true, terminated the college-bred professor's en- 
gagement with the great daily, but it did the young 
man no appreciable good from a worldly point of 
view. 

Times hav changed since Colonel Burr made his 
pile as a stenographer. In journalism a diploma is 
almost as much a necessity as in the medical pro- 
fession, and the young man who does not possess 
one is handicapped. A college course must cer- 
tainly add something to the student’s education, 
and in a time of sharp competition he can utilize 
every advantage he may acquire. Thomas Paine 
was possessed of great genius, but he needed it all 
to effectivly meet the assaults of those who pointed 
out that he could not spell or write grammatically. 
Think of the added power the polish of Burke or 
Junius would hav given him! If Shakspere had 
entered college he might now be accredited with 
the works which he wrote. 

Sometimes the force of an illustration employed 
by a preacher or a political speaker may be totally 
destroyed by an ill-timed inquiry about something 
which the orator has overlooked in preparing his 
speech. This was proved last week in the National 
House of Representativs, when Mr. Hall, a gentle- 
man from Missouri, was addressing the chair, and 
quoted the “Gadarene pig story” (Huxley) as de- 
scribing the present condition of our beloved coun- 
try. Said Mr. Hall: “A certain man was possessed 
of a legion of devils. When our savior approached 
the man to cast the devils out, the devils asked to 
be let alone. Our savior then commanded them 
to leave, but before they left the man’s body, they 
threw him down. They wrenched him, they racked 
him, and they knotted and contracted his muscles, 
and he went through the most excruciating agony; 
but when eventually the legion of devils did go out 
of the man’s body into the swine, and the swine 
ran down into the sea, the man arose and praised 
God. Mr. Chairman,” continued the gentleman 
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doetters of Friends. 


Not Afraid of a Two-Toed Devil. 
Lone Hi, Conn., Jan. 17, 1894. 
Mr. Epor: I hav recently found a 
man who has not the fear of a two-toed 
devil in his heart, whom I hav induced to 
subscribe for Tur TRUTH SEEKER. Iin- 
close $5 to pay for my renewal and for his 
subscription. Joan L. BEARDSLEY. 


One Hopeful Sign in Canada. 
HanniNGTON, P. E. I., Jan. 6, 1894. 
Mr. Enprror: Inelosed find order for 
$3 to shove my subscription along another 
year. I am unable to send you the name 
of a new subscriber. The church is run- 
hing things to suit itself. 'The only hope- 
ful sien of the times is that there are quite 
a number that do not go to church, yet 
they do not want to be called Infidels nor 
subscribers for our kind of literature. 
PETER STEWART. 


Wants to Appear as a Spelling Reformer. 
FarnvILLE, N. B., Jan. 14, 1894. 

Mr. Enprron: Ie hav bfaur mee a letr 
frum Watson Heston saeng hee had sent 
yw $1 I had sent him fuer & kopy uv 
**Old Testament Stories.” Dhis shued 
entiet] him te dhe komishn, hwic widh 
dhe 70 sents I enkloez fuer him wil maek 
$1, hwic kiendly faurwrd te him. Fuer 
dhe balans uv dhe $2, pleez send me: 
“Holy Bible Abridged” and ‘‘ Parturi- 
tion Widhowt Pain.” 

Ie wish yw and yaur paepr a prosperus 
New Year, and hoep dhat yaur paetrnz 
wil soon send Mr. Heston enuf kash’ te 
puet him on hiz feet agen. Hwat’s dh 
matr widh Col. Ingersoll and hiz $1 a hed 
lektywrz ? Krisen carity bee damd! 

Yours fonetikly, Frank JARVIS. 


The Right Kind of a Fighter. 
Branpon, Minn., Jan. 16, 1894. 

FeMx. Eprron: I am well aware that my 
subscription is past due, but I hav been in 
such circumstances that I could not send 
you any money before now. I had the 
money to send you when my subscription 
was due, but I had to fight the school dis- 
trict to keep the Bible and prayer out of 
the school. I had to get the county at- 
torney to help me, and that took money. 
Do not stop my paper. I will send you 
some more as soon as I can. I got the 
Bible and prayer out of the school, and 
they will stay out aslong as I remain here. 
Thad to fight the county superintendent 
and all the school board, but I beat them 
all, and I am loaded for bear if they try it 
again. Hav mercy on me and do not stop 
my paper. I will pay you if I hav to sell 
my farm. Yours truly, Davip WERT. 


Was Never Tinetured With Creedal 
Cussedness. 

HaMnunaa, CaL., Jan. 5th, 1894. 
Mz. Enprror: After settling up with the 
year ’93, T find I am $12 ahead, and to 
show you I am liberal for an old Infidel of 
seventy years I will send the amount to 
your address, with the following order: 
Send Tae TRUTH Serer one year and 
Bell’s "Handbook" to this address, and 
to the next address send the paper one 
year and ‘‘Old Testament Stories." Also, 
the paper one year and same book to the 
third address. Also Bell's ‘‘ Handbook" 
and Tar TRUTH SrrgxkER one year to the 
fourth address, The above I hav donated 
in order to receive Samuel P. Putnam's 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
I indorse the Nine Demands of Liberal- 
ism, and never yet was tinctured with 
creedal cussedness. Hav no use for money 
after the string of life comes to an end 
with me. All the surplus cash I handle 
goes into Liberal literature. Hoping 
Freethought may spread the gospel of lib- 
erty, truth, justice, and love, I will close. 

Jas. W. M. HAMPTON. 


The Privilege of Keeping Green the 
Graves of Dead Gods. 
STRASBURG, ILL., Jan. 1, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel 
lectured here the 27th, 28th, and 29ih of 

December. She had a- large audience 

each night. She chooses the costructiv 
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est, though pleasant, way of sifting the 
fruit of Rationalism from that of Chris- 
tianity. And she does not find fault with 
Christians for claiming what is left. Nei- 
ther can they claim consistently what she 
has sifted out. She leaves them the joy 
and comfort of a divine revelation and 
the blessed privilege of keeping green the 
graves of dead gods, while she claims for 
Rationalism every improvement in science 
and art, from the rude hut of the savage 
to the last revision of a creed. She spoke 
from an hour to an hour and a half, and 
the time passed so quickly that the babies 
did not become restless. A. YORE. 
Fear Fair Discussion. 
NorriNGHAM, Ind., Jau 8, 294. 
Mr. Enprron: Inelosed find $3.50 for 
one, year's subseription to THe TRUTH 
Seeker, and one copy ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated." Last 
spring Remeburg gave a lecture at Bluff- 
ton, our county seat; after he was gone 
the orthodox pitched into him through oar 
county paper. They abused all Freethink- 
ers, calling them liars and sensualists, 
until it became unbearable, when I wrote 
an article in answer to their false state- 
ments; but the editor is orthodox, and, of 
course, would not publish it, though I 
offered him big pay todo so. I got one 
hundred printed in circular form and 
painted the town red with them, since which 
the clergy hav been as still as a grave-yard. 
Not one word has since been said in the 
paper against Paine, Voltaire, Hume, or 
IngersoH. I thought I would get them to 
debate, but they flew the track at once. 
J. W. TERRELL. 


A Recruit Wants Information. 
CINOINNATI, O., Jan. 16, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: On inclosed card please 
inform me the best way of ascertaining 
the names of all the Liberal clubs and of 
their secretaries in the United States, and 
oblige. 

I am leaving a ten years’ work of minis- 
try in the Disciple (hurch after a post 
course of six years’ study and illustration 
of universal history, religion, Freethought, 
science, and philosophy. 

My lecture themes are: 

1. The Downfall of Theology versus 
the So-Called Fall of Humanity. 

2. The Ide 1 Christ (Truth), the Univer- 
sal Harmonizer and Guide. 

8. Systems, their Origin, Merits, De- 
merits, Downfalls, and Transformations. 

4. The Chaos of Church Matters. 

5. The Universal Cyclic Progressions. 

6. Eternal Universe, Visible and In- 
visible. . : 

7. Twenty-six Conflicts Between Science 
and Religion. 

My central address will be care W. Life, 
Elyria, O. Truly, S. A. Wunrs. 


Enlisted for Life. 
Norra Powpzn, OR., Jan. 18, 1894. 

Mr. Epnrron: Inclosed find money order 
for $5 for Tae TRUTH SgrkER another 
year and Peck’s ** Christian Absurdities," 
** Age of Reason," ‘‘Holy Bible Abridged,” 
** Strike of a Sex," and Foote's ** Mother's 
Manual" I commenced taking Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER at this place in 1884 and 
hav always been an outspoken Infidel. 
Although I hav tried many times to get 
subscribers for the paper I always failed 
until a short time ago, when we sent you 
four new subscribers. This is a small and 
very orthodox town, but as there are six 
copies of Tax TRUTH SEEKER coming here 
now we hope yet to see the time when 
superstition will hav to take a back seat. 
We hav enlisted in Freethought ranks for 
life and will do all we can in our humble 
way to help destroy the greatest curse that 
ever afflicted the sons and daughters of 
men, 4. e., the Christian religion. We 
think Taux 'TRuTH SEEKER is the best Free- 
thought paper we hav ever seen and would 
like to hav its circulation doubled this 
year. Heston’s cartoons cannot be beat. 

Yours till the war is ended, 
JACK PLUMMER, 


God Let the Hogs Eat the Potatoes. 
Leap Him, ARK., Deo, 26, 1898. 
Mr. Eprrog: I am a reader of Tux 


side of Liberalism; and prefers the term! Turn Seeker and like it very much, I 


“ Rationalist” to that of Freethinker. 
Any person who desires to know what 
Liberalism offers in -place of Christianity 
should hear her lecture. She has an earn- 


am the only naturalist in this part of the 
country and you may believe I hav a happy 
time reading the paper to the people here; 
they think I am bound for hell. You may 


put my name down on your list for ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” I will 
send for it soon. I am a machinist and 
am running s foundry and machine shop 
in this place. I am a Bohemian by birth. 
I was reared a Catholic and was kept very 
strictly under the Catholic rule until I 
came to this country in 1868. I could tell 
you a great deal of my experience in pray- 
ing when I wasyoung. It happened to be 
our lot to be very poor in the old country, 
so my parents had to hire me out to tne 
farmers when I was only seven years old. 
I worked for thesum of $8 a year. It was 
not for the $3 alone that I worked, but 
you see it left the ones at home a little 
more to eat. I was employed as he:d-boy 
to care for the hogs. I had to drive them 
through along lane. The fence was made 
with the boards two feet apart; the first 
board was two feet from the ground, and 
the last board two feet from the first. 
There were potatoes growing on both 
sides of the lane; some of the hogs were 
big and heavy, and some were small and 
light. The smaller ones would run so 
much faster than the big ones that they 
would get far ahead and into the potato 


‘fields and eat the potatoes in spite of all T 


could do. Here was my trouble, so when 
I got to the lane I would get down and 
pray to God not to let the hogs eat the 
potatoes, but while I was praying the hogs 
were éating potatoes, and consequently. I 
got my pantaloons well tanned every night, 
and at the end of the year I got no pay 
and my father had to pay-$3.50 damage. 
That was my first experience in prayer. 
Frank R. TEE. 


All Gods Stand or Fall Together. 
Worcester, Mass., Jan. 6, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: In Tug TRUTH SEEKER of 
December 16th, Mr. T. B. Conner attempts 
to criticise the critics. Please allow me a 
few lines in reply. Our friend claims 
that you, Ingersoll, Putnam, and himself, 
know there is no God. Mr. Conner as- 
serts that either of the four mentioned can 
prove it, but omits the proof; showing 
how near akin he is to the Christ man, ex- 
pecting his assertion to stand unsupported 
except by his statement that he can prove 
it. Why did he mention Ingersoll, Put- 
nam, and the Editor? Was it to giv weight 
to his argument? Why does he question 
the veracity of Ingersoll and Putnam? 
Does not his presumption surpass the 
** Christ man’s” when he claims they don't 
mean what they say? 

Can Mr. Conner demonstrate in any way 
that there is no God, or that there is no 
life after this—that death. ends all? He 
wil in doing this please remember that 
the God of the Old Testament is a thing 
of the past, and the God of the New is not 
init. So he need waste no time in going 
over the well-worn and threadbare stories 
ofthe Bible, but prove that there is no 
overruling power, and that we are not ac- 
countable for our acts, except in this 
world. After this has been accomplished, 
will Mr. Conner tell us how proving there 
is no God will benefit the world or those 
in it? And it might be well to remember, 
in using the names of other men to 
strengthen his arguments, that it is better 
to let their utterances stand just as they 
came from the authors; and not prolog 
by saying that they don’t mean what they 
say, and epilog by telling them they know 
things of which they hav never claimed the 
knowledge, and sandwich in the idea that 
they can furnish proof to satisfy all, fools 
and bigots excepted, that his statement is 
true; viz., there is no God. 

J. A. FORSYTHE. 

[Mr. Forsythe may recollect that last year 
there appeared on the editorial pages of 
this paper an exhaustiv examination of 
theGodtheory. He will find 1n our adver- 
éising columns that that examination has 
been put into a pamphlet undér the title of 
“ Design Argument Fallacies,” and may 
be had for fifteen cents. We are surprised 
that so apparently intelligent aman as Mr. 
Forsythe should ask how'the disproof of 
the existence of a God would benefit the 
world. If the belief in the existence of a 
God does not rest on fact, would it not be 
well for the world to know it?: What good 
results can flow from the nursing of a 


vironment; that is, in the ratio that hig 
views of himself and the universe in gen 
eral conformed to ascertained facts, It 
has been discovered that  deception— 
whether self-induced or otherwise imposed 
—is a positiv hindrance to civilization, 
This being true, it necessirily follows that 
if there is no God, the race will be bene- 
fited by being put in possession of the 
proofs which establish that proposition. 
It may properly be added that, in the 
opinion of very many carefal investigators 
and cool reasoners, the God idea has been 
the cause of more suffering than any other 
theory which has ever taken possession of 
the human brain and iufluenced the con- 
duet of men and nations. Shall we now 
be accused of making unsupported asser- 
tions? What student of history, who reads 
the annals of the peoples with eyes which 
seek for the causes of the frightful perse- 
eutions and awful wars which hav drenched 
this world in blood, can doubt that belief 
in the existence of gods and of a place of 
future rewards and punishments has been 
one of the most productiv factors which 
hav caused the ‘‘martydom of man"? 
One word more: Arguments good against 
the Jehovah of the Old Testament are just 
as valid against any other God of whom 


,omniscience and omnipotence are predi- 


cated.—Ep. T. S.] 


Tax Those Seven Churehes. Or Do You? 
MERCED, CAL., Jan. 14, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I read the letters from 
friends with much interest, because they 
come from our brothers in the cause from 
all parts of the world. These letters giv 
us an idea of the condition of society in 
distant states, and through these letters 
welearn that where free speech and the 
liberty of the press are tolerated, there | 
people are far advanced morally and intel- 
lectually beyond the people of those coun- 
tries that are groping their way through 
the foul slums and swamps of misty creeds 
and superstition. : 

Merced, the town in which I liv, Fas 
seven church buildings, six Pro estant and 
one Catholie, and I believe that without 
an exception any one of the buildings 
could hold all the Christians in the town, 
which has a population of about thirty-five 
hundred. 

We hav not organized a Federation here, 
although we hav plenty of material—good 
citizens, too. 

We will bring some Liberal speaker, and - 
keep him for a week, as we did so well 
after Mr. John É. Charlesworth delivered 
his two lectures here to good houses. 

Any of the friends wishing any infor- 
mation about the Golden state can write 
to me direct if they wish, and I will ac- 
knowledge all favors. H. H. MINER. 


In a Fix Between the Devil and God. 
Tipton, CAL , Jan. 9, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find money order 
for $3.50, for which extend my subscrip- 
tion one year and send me your '*Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated.” 

It has been a long time since I hav said. 
anything to the readers of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER. I believe the last time that I 
wrote to you I promised to send some more 
subscriptions soon, but the was-to-be sub- 
scribers failed to subscribe. There are 
many disbelievers hereabouts, but they 
are of the don’t-care sort; we need some 
good lecturer to stir them up, though 
where the needful would come from no 
man knoweth. By the way, whatis Jamie- 
son's address? [Elsinore, Cal.—Enp. T. S.] 

We hav two preachers here now, but 
one, who livs just across the street from 
me, never mentions outside of the church 
the faith that is in him, so I never bother 
him; I mention him as a specimen of some 
strange species of gospel pedler. But the 
other preacher keeps his horse in my barn, 
which joins my shop, and I hav a picnic 
with him, or would if hë had any con- 
science. I hav been trying to hav him 


& 


help me find the blessed grace of the Lord, : 


but he does not seem to know just how to 
go about it; the only advice he could giv 
me is to pray for it. I hay pointed out to 
him that my prayers without faith would 
do no good. He says we must hav faith; 
without faith we can never be saved, 
that the devil it is who keeps me from hav- 


falsehood? So far in the development of | ing faith, and that I can never get rid of 


humanity it has been found that man has 
been benefited in the ratio that he has been 
brought into right relations with his en- 


| the devil without God's help; must pray 
| to God to help me down the devil. Any- 
one who has ever talked with orthodox 
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hands which fashioned the house and | treatment of the new spiritual dispensation 


clericals can imagin how he spread himself 
while prescribing the above sure cure; but 
Ishowed him that, according to his doc- 
trins, I cannot get rid of the devil without 
faith in God, and cannot hav faith in God 
till I get rid of the devil, so between God 
and the devil I am ina devil of a fix. 
Your Liberal, Infidel friend, 
F. B. HAwkINS. 
P.8.—Some people treat the above terms 
as synonymous, but they are not, by any 
means. As s usual thing, he whose mind 
is strong enough to overcome inbred su- 
perstition is self-willed and often unreg- 
sonably dogmatical. F. B. H. 


Snstain Watson Heston—Loans or Gifts, 
Which ? 
CoruMBUS, KAN., Jan. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I want room in Tas Terura 
SEEKER to express a few thoughts sug- 
gested by Watson Heston's published 
statement. Last September I sent him a 
dollar, which some one had sent to me, 
wishing it was a hundred. I sent it most 
willingly and gladly as a gift, or, I might 
better say, I really owed it to him for the 
good and pleasure I hav received by and 
through the cartoons; the masterly pro- 
ductions of his fertil and ingenious brain. 
It is true he would prefer to pose as a 
debtor, nominally; but I hope no one who 
has sent or will send him small sums will 
expect him to pay them back, but will see 
the matter in the light that I do, and feel 
already paid for what they hav given to 
our gifted Freethought artist. For my 
part, I think every reader of the paper, 
every lover of truth and humanity, is in 
debt to Watson Heston. I presume THE 
TRUTER SEEKER is not able to pay him one- 
half that his services are worth. It seems 
asif the resources of his brain are in.x- 
haustible in variety of conception, com- 
bination, and illustration. He shows up, 
he pictures so true to life and reality, the 
false and inhuman absurdities of both 
ancient and modern times. It would bea 
great loss to me if, for want of support, 
those cartoons should cease to adorn and 
so greatly add to the power of Tau TRUTH 
SEKER. Reader, I beseech you to sus- 
tain Watson Heston. J. H. Coox. 


Wants a Spirit Ordinary Men Can Per- 
f ceive. 
New Yous, N. Y., Jan. 1, 1894 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been reading for 
years the arguments which hav appeared 
in Tae Trura SErkER for and against 
Spiritualism; hav waited patiently, hoping 
that some one of the many toilers who 
read your paper would tell those gladiators 
that we are not interested in their wordy 
warfare. 

The majority of your subscribers are 
workers, daily toilers, men and women 
who hav to work with muscle and brain 
to gain a daily sustenance. I bélong to 
this class; we hav little time for reading, 
and when we can spare the time to read 
we are desirous of gaining some knowl- 
edge, adding some little to what we al- 
ready know. 


The men and women who think, study, . 


and by writing impart to the many the 
fruit of their labor, not by bare assertion, 
but by conclusiv proofs; who sweep away 
the cobwebs of the musty past; who shed 
light and clear the clouds of doubt and 
dread and fear, deserve the thanks of all 
mankind. 

The controversialist who enters into de- 
bate to hear his own trumpet blow; who 
builds men of straw to show how valiant 
he is in destroying them; who cuts deep 
gashes with sarcasm, for no other purpose 
than to irritate—these men are not helpers, 
they are porsistent pests who disturb the 
weary traveler’s rest. 

T propose to show in this letter that Mr. 
Perry is one of these pests. After reading 
what he has to say for Spiritualism I feel 
that my time has been wasted; in other 
words, I hav been imposed upon by 2 
juggler in words. Perry says houses and 
engins exist after the man who made them 
is dead and buried; is it not & waste of 
time to tell us this? That a mother pro- 
duces & child and the child livs after the 
mother is dead. .Most of us know this 
from experience. The child is distinctly 
separate from the mother after it is born. 
What would happen to the child if the 
mother died before it was born? 


"Will some Spiritualist tell us why the © 


engin do not continue to exist, and what 
union or bond exists "between houses, 
engins, and spirits? Perry harps on the 
dissection of the dead body; it is too good 
& thing for him to drop; here he can 
sound his trumpet to his heart’s content, 
and blast after blast he sends forth. But 
why did you not, Mr. Perry, tell us where 
to look for spirits? You are good enough 
to tell us that anyone versed in Spiritual- 
ism would not attack a dead body. If you 
assert that spirits are in live bodies noth- 
ing would giv me greater pleasure than to 
dissect yourself and prove to the world 
that Spiritualism is true. 

Moses, we are told, was the meekest of 
men; but he lived a long while before 
Perry's time. Mr. Perry informs us that 
he has seen all parts of spirits; to see 
Spirits you must hav sensitiv eyes; fine, 
delicate, keen vision. After this Moses 
can stand in the shade. You are allowed 
to be the meekest*of men. 

Farmers, tailors, sailors, and others who 
minister to our wants in this world, are 
coarse mortals and unable to discern the 
beauties of Spiritualism; this is reserved 
for the mystery man. Walk up, gentle- 
men, pay your dollar, and commune with 
the departed spirits; but don’t forget, this 
can only be done by and through the man 
with the keen vision. 

We are further assured that spirits pre- 
serve their identity and can be readily 
recognized by their mental characteristics 
as they appeared while on earth. Person- 
ally, I hav no desire to associate with the 
monsters of the past; think of the count- 
less number of the insane who hay lived 
on this earth and suffered continuing their 
existence forever; the man with the keen 
vision assures us that the imbecil will be 
an imbecil still; this is not desirable; I for 
one prefer an everlasting sleep. ! 

A spirit is substance, we are told, but so 
fine that most Materialists cannot grasp it. 
Is it the Materialists’ fault that the spirit 
isso fine? The Materialist had no part in 
making spirit; it is the Spiritualists’ fault. 
Make your spirits larger and coarser, that 
they (or it) can be grasped. 

WILLIAM BROADBELT, 


How Wide a Meaning Shall We Giv to 
the Word '* Religion” ? 
Cutcaao, Iru., Jan. 9, 1894. 

I find at this office (the Progressive 
Thinker) a book issued from your house 
entitled ‘‘The Higher Criticism in Theol- 
ogy and Religion," etc., by Thomas Ell- 
wood Longshore, which I hav read with 
great care and interest; and I write you to 
say that there is much in it that I like, and 
to the ordinary reader the historical data 
it contains will be of great use. To those 
who hav not the opportunity or means of 
research, the light it throws on the myth- 
ological origin of the scriptures, and the 
impossibility of preserving the original in 
its entirety while being copied and re- 
copied and translated into different lan- 
guages, will hav the very desirable tend- 
ency to throw them back on their own 
reason, judgment, and common sense. 

Even the profound thinker, who may 
differ from the author in much that he 
says, will admire his cleverness and per- 
spicuity in stating his thoughts.  Alto- 
gether, it is a valuable acquisition to Free- 
thought and "Liberal literature. 

But there are two points on which I 
differ from the author very materially. 
The first is ‘‘religion,” which, he says, 


.*has to do exelusivly with the demons 


called gods (or God), and morality or 
ethics is no part of it.” 

Religion, as I understand it, embraces 
every thought, word, and action toward 
God and man; in other words, a true life, 
the product of that element in the soul of 
which aspires to the higher good and is 
inherent in man’s nature, else he could no 
more attain to it than he could be a philos- 
opher without the intellectual capacity to 
understand it. 

I agree with the apostle James, who 
taught the religion of a true life (see James 
ii, 14-26). But I differ from Paul, to whom 
our author seems very partial, and who 
taught justification by faith alone. 

The Nicean Council followed Paul and 
brought on all the bloody wars and perse- 
cutions which hav disgraced Christianity 
ever since. 

My second objection is to the author’s 


known as modern Spiritualism, and which 
is so well authenticated by indisputable 
evidence as to be beyond debate. It fur- 
nishes the only verifiable proof we hav of 
immortality, and if our author is ignorant 
of the reality of immortality, as he says he 
is, it is his own fault, as the means of 
knowing it are all around him, and if he 
would rather remain ignorant than accept 
evidence he has no right to call those who 
do know ‘‘ crazy Spiritual lunatics.” 
R. NELLY. 


Selling at Less Than Cost. 
ErTrwaNDa, Cat., Jan. 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: For the inclosed money 
order please send the books named. In 
renewing my subscription for TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER — three months late—my only 
apology is poverty. While I hav to sell 
raisins at two cents per pound that cost me 


‘two and a half to produce, and every 


other branch of industry in a similar con- 
dition, how can we do otherwisethan plead 
poverty? 

I hav tried long and hard to find a new 
subscriber for the paper, but all are 
financially short, However, I think I can 
get two in a few weeks. The picture books 
in the order are for them. 

Send Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Alexander's 
** Dynamic Theory," ** Freethinkers' Pic- 
torial Text Book,” ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” ** God and 
His Book,” Bell's ‘‘ Handbook,” paper; 
**'The Creation of God," paper; **Allina 
Nutshell," and ** Candle From Under the 
Bushel." C. NzwroN Ross. 


Two Reports From Oregon. 
PORTLAND, OR., Dec. 25, x. Mw. 298. 

Mr. Enprror: I will send you some noteg 
from this ‘‘ Oregon of ours,” to let our 
friends and co-workers in the cause of 
science vs. superstition know what we did 
to celebrate—not the birth of the son of 
God, but the sun-god, as Christmas (De- 
cember 25th) was known to the pagan 
world before the Christians appropriated 
it as the birthday of their mythical Jesus 
Christ. We, the members of the First 
Secular Church of Portland—having de- 
cided to keep Christmas in & purely secu- 
lar style—arranged an interesting pro- 
gram, consisting of musical and literary 
features, which was enjoyed by the large 
and enthusiastic audience. As usual, the 
leading feature was an address by Katie 
Kehm Smith. Her subject was, ‘‘The 
Origin of Christmas,” and she explained 
to the uninitiated that December 25th was 
a pagan holiday, much older than the Jew- 
ish Jesus. She surpassed herself on this 
occasion. We handed a synopsis of her 
able lecture to the leading paper (the 
Morning Oregonian) of this church- 
cursed city, and the editor, who is a **lib- 
eral,” agreed to publish it if he could 
arrange space for it. Of course they did 
not hav space, but they published lengthy 
synopses of three orthodox Christmas ser- 
mons—Presbyterian, Methodist, and Uni- 
tarian. Even Secular Sunday papers are 
afraid of the churches and their sky-pilots, 
who would order & boycott on any news- 
paper that would dare to publish a Secular 
lecture. But enough of this digression 
for the the present. 

Preceding the lecture, Nettie A. Olds 
recited Voltairine de Cleyre’s beautiful 
poem, ‘‘ Nameless.” Our choir rendered 
their parts well. Following the lecture, 
our Christmas ship ‘* Progress” arrived in 
port, laden with a large cargo of presents 
for all, As she hove in sight—drawn 
from behind the curtain on to the 
stage—with flags and streamers flying, 
myriads of tapers lighting up the rigging, 
which was heavily loaded with gifts for the 
Secular Church, our Science Sunday- 
school, and our numerous friends—our 
lecturer, Katie Kehm Smith, proposed 
three cheers for the ship ‘‘ Progress,” 
which were given with a will by all present. 
Among the numerous presents was an ele- 
gant ebony-finished clock, the gift of our 
church to Katie Kehm and D. W. Smith, 
with the wish: ‘* May you liv to hear this 


clock strike the hour when every orthodox . 


church shall be turned into a temple of 
reason.” But I fear that we were too san- 
guin—unless the Freethiokers take a 
more activ interest in organizing, it will be 
2 long time before all of the untaxed tem- 
ples of superstition are transformed into 
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‘temples of reason.” One very notable 
feature of the evening was a tableau, ‘‘ The 
Burning of Bruno."  Tbat veteran Ma- 
terialist, Dalhousie Priestly, was tied to 
a stake, the fagots piled high around him, 
while on each side stood a full-robed 
priest (our friends W. W. Jesse, president 
Oregon State Secular Union, and Michael 
Spahn, looked like Jesuits), with crosses 
in hand in case he should recant. The 
lights were turned off; Secretary E. E. 
Girard handled the greek-fire, so that the 
red flames flashed up around Bruno as he 
burned. It looked as though the Chris- 
tians might hav absolute control again. 
The effect was weird and awe-inspiring. 
As the curtain was drawn over his dying 
agonies, it reminded us that vigilance ig 
the price of liberty. Ifthe church had the 
power again she would like to burn some 
of the Brunos of the nineteenth century— 
our brave Freethought speakers and 
writers, as well as the publishers of Infidel 
papers. 

So clesed the most enjoyable Christmas 
evening we ever experienced. 

Orve C. Las. 


PORTLAND, OR., Jan. 11, 1894. 

Mr. Epor: Yon will oblige us by 
changing the meeting-hour of our Sunday . 
school from 10:80 to 19:80 P.M.; also by 
inserting Katie Kehm Smith’s name as 
lecturer in the notice you hay been so 
kind as to giv us in the grand old TRUTH 
Surxer. I know that the notice is doing 
us much good, as Tam TRUTA Stexur has 
a great many readers in Oregon and 
Washington, and I hope there will bea 
thousand times as many in a year’s time. 
We had &splendid meeting here Christ- 
mas eve. The hall was packed, and al- 
though we can seat over two hundred and 
fifty people, about fifty stood up during 
the evening and a great many went away 
when they could not get seats. Butno 
wonder. Mrs. Smith, Nettie Olds, H. E. 
Girard, and other members of our church 
—‘*the only church in the world founded 
on common gense'"— worked hard to get 
up a splendid entertainment. The follow- 
ing was the program of the evening: 
Song, by the choir, *'Hunters' Chorus;" 
recitation, by Edith Kemp, ''''he Money- 
less Man;" dialog, by five Sunday-school 
children; duet, by Nettie Olds and Edith 
Kemp; tableau, the burning of Bruno at 
the stake, Mr. D. Priestly representing 
Bruno, and Messrs. Spahn and Jesse two 
Roman priests; next a recitation, by Nettie 
Olds, ‘‘ Nameless,” and then an address 
by Katie Kehm Smith, ‘‘ Christmas the 
festival of the sungod, not the sun of 
God,” which was highly appreciated by 
the audience, a8 her lectures always are. 
The last, but not least, feature of the en- 
tertainment was the arrival of the ship 
“Progress,” which was loaded with 
presents for every, man, woman, and 
ehild in the hall. After the other presents 
were distributed, Katie Kehm and D. W. 
Smith were presented with & handsome 
mantel clock by the members of the 
church, Nettie Olds making a neat little 
presentation speech. 

On December 81st we held our semi- 
annual election of officers, at which we 
selected the following: Thos. R. Kemp, 
president; D. W. Smith, first vice-presi- 
dent; D. Priestly, second vice-president; 
Nettie Olds, third vice-president; Fred 
Kern, fourth vice-president; A. R. Tozier, 
fifth vice-president; Mary Hagner, sixth 
vice-president; three vice-presidents at 
large are D. C. Stewart, D. C. Hutch, and 
O. C. Lee. H E Girard, secretary, and 
Chas. Hagner, treasurer. Mr. Girard de- 
clined to serve & second term a8 secretary, 
but was elected against his will, as every- 
body seemed to be convinced that they 
could not get another man to fill the office 
who would be as enthusiastic and efficient. 
Too much cannot be said in praise of Katie 
Kehm Smith for the noble work she is 
doing in Oregon. We consider her the 
woman Ingersoll of the world. She had 
to work under great disadvantages here in 
Portland. There had been a number of 
Secular Unions started here, but they all 
failed, although times were & hundred 
times better than they are now, and I know 
that this church would not hav lasted long 
if ithad not been for her wonderful elo- 
quence and enthusiasm. I wish there was 
a Katie Kehm Smith in every city in our 
country. It would not be fifty years be- 
fore every temple of superstition would 
hav the sign on it, **For Rent.” Inclosed 
please find a half dozen *‘ blanks," which 
we would like to hav signed by Tue TRUTH 
members, and 


returned to us. HAS. HAGNER, 
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(S Aildren's (Sorner. 


Etited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for thts Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations |, 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.’ 


V hen Spring Began. 


While roaming in the woods one day, 

I asked the question, half in play, 

“ Who can tell when spring began?" 
Straightway the answer came, “I can!" 
And Robin Redbreast cocked his head— 
“Allright! Then pray proceed,” I said. 


' I must,” said he, “ express surprise 
That anyone with two good eyes, 

Or even one, should fail to see 

Spring’s coming must depend on me. 
When I come, then will come the srring, 
And that’s the gist of the whole thing.” 


“Ho,ho! He, he! Well, I declare!” 
A squirrel chuckled, high in air, 
“That is too droll—that you should bring, 
Instead of being brought by spring. 
I hadn't meant to boast, but now 
The cause of truth will not allow 
My silence; 85 I’ll merely s'ate 
. That spring for me must always wait. 
The thing admits not of a doubt; 
Spring can’t begin tillI come out.” 


** Well, bless my stars! For pure conceit,” 
Began the brook, * you two do beat 

AllI hav heard. Asif ’twere true 

‘Spring never came at all till you 

Were born, and can’t come when you're dead. 
I'm sorry, sir, you've been mi led, 

But I can set you right. I know 

Spring comes when I begin to flow, 

When my ice melts, and not till then, 

Spring dares to venture forth again. 


“ Whew!” sneered the breeze, in high disdain, 
“Vow re wrong, a3 they are, it is plain. 
When first I came, not long ago, 
I found you nauzht but ice and snow, 
'Iwas my warm breath, you thankless thing, 
That broke your bands and brought the spring, 
The robins and the squirrels all 
Come only when they hear me call. 
In tact, I may assert with trath 
Iam the spring itself, in sooth. 
Spring’s here because I’m here, and when 
I leave, you'll hav no spring again." 
—S8t. Nicholas, 
pe SS OCDE PRENNE 
The Poetry of Science. 


Nature is the most beautiful, the grand- 
est and most complete book it was ever 
man's good fortune to study. When I 
walk forth over the green earth, with my 
eyes open, and take in the full significance 
of the story the glorious volume before me 
unfolds, I am lost in admiration of its 
beauty, impressed with its magnificence, 
and astonished that all others also do not 
appreciate its grandeur. ' 

The winds and the clouds hav each a 
tale to tell more pleasing than that of the 
** Arabian Nights.” The simple blade of 
grass is more marvelous in its structure 
than thetallest spire men ever built. The 
sunlight whispers to the violet and. the 
dew kisses the crag-crowning pine, and 
each tells a tale of chemical changes more 
wonderful than was ever conceived in the 
wildest dreams of poets or vagaries of 
metaphysical philosophers. 

Iwalk along the river's bank and I see 
earth's vital current flow in her veins to 
the sea, and hear the rhythmic beating of 
her great heart. I pass a ledge of rocks 
and lo! the leaves of the great book are 
laid open to my admiring gaze. I read 
not only the ‘‘testimony of the rocks,” 
but Mother Earth’s own story. Her 
autobiography, written by her own fin- 
ger in letters of adamant; characters so 
plain, so unmistakable, and so undeniable 
that he who loves truth more than fanatical 
or stolid adherence to a creed can easily 
read, comprehend, and profit by the 
lesson. 

When I gaze up into the blue vault at 
night, studded with thousands of twinkling 
stars, they are travsformed into millions 
of complete, grand, and beautiful worlds, 
sweeping in magnificent spiral paths 
through the infinitude of space, each in 
perfect time, sounding its own note in the 
grand anthem of the universe. 

Every ray of light that comes trembling 
across the vast ocean of space to greet us 
is freighted with a grander revelation than 
ever Menu, Zoroaster, Confucius, Moses, 
Buddha, Mohammed, or Jesus dreamed of. 

The telescope and microscope open up 
to us vast fields of beauty and mines of 
intellectual wealth of which Moses, and 
David were as ignorant as children and 


more wonderful than any vision Patmos- 
anchored John ever saw, 

To a mind freed from the dark pall of 
superstition and open, like a flower, to the 
glad sunlight of truth nature presents a 
panorama of exhaustless variety, interest, 
and instruction. The kaleidoscopic clouds, 
the rainbow, the ice-erystal, the humming- 
bird and innocent child, not only appeal 
powerfully to man’s nature, but 


Wheeling her flight through the gladdened 


air 
The spirit of beauty is everywhere. 

The popular idea of science is that she is 
iconoclastic, or analytical and destructiv, 
only; that, vandal-like, she is only intent 
on destroying all that we hold beautiful 
and sacred. That is not the true idea. 
The mission of science is to discover, first 
and foremost, what is true. This is her 
main object. 

Her second is, to make the world a bet- 
ter place to liv in. And if in the pursuit 
of her object she should unconsciously 
jostle against some venerable error, some 
respectable prejudice, and they, for want 
of support, should topple over and fall to 
the ground, she does not stop to mourn 
the loss, but marches straight on to her 
shining goal. 

The true, the good, and. the beautiful 
hav nothing to fear from science. True, 
she must first elear the ground before she 
can erect a temple; but this done, she ap- 
plies herself diligently to the synthetic or 
constructiv labor of her mission, which 
consists in discovering the true, fostering 
the good, and developing the beautiful; 
everything that tends to lessen pain and 
increase human happiness, or make ‘‘ The 
wilderness blossom as the rose.” 


A STUDENT. 
—"ÁÓ—— 


Correspondence. 


Missoura, Mont., Dec. 26, 1898. 
Dzar Miss Wixow: This is my fi:st at- 
tempt to write to the grand Children’s 
Corner. Iam ten years old. My father 
has taken Tae TRUTH SEEKER for over a 
year, and he likes it very much. I go to 
school and study arithmetic, language, 
spelling, geography, physiology, and read- 
ing. My papa and mamma hav joined the 
Liberal League, and as soon as 1 get older 
I will join ittoo. Hoping to see this letter 

in print, I remain, Roste Davis. 


[We are pleased to hear from Rosie, and 


hope she will write again, and tell the |. 


Corner about Missoula. —Ep. C. C.] 


GEORGES STATION, Penn., Dee. 3, 1898. 
Drar Miss Wixon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. Papa takes THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. I hav one brother. I go to 
school. I am thirteen years old. In 
school I study the Fifth Reader, Physiol- 
ogy, Spelling, History, Geography, Arith- 
metic, Grammar, and Writing. My teach- 
er’s name is Frances Shaffer. We liv 
about two miles from Greensburg, our 
county seat. It is snowing here this even- 
ing. Weare the only Freethinkers around 
here, except in Greensburg. It is only 
three weeks from to-morrow till Christmas. 
This is Sundayevening. I had nothing to 
do and I thought I would write a letter to 
the Corner. We liv on a big farm of over 
one hundred acres of land. We hav the 
** Freethinker's Pictorial Text-book,”’ and 
** Old Testament Stories Comically Illus- 
trated.” There are some comical pictures 
in them. I read the Children’s Corner 
every week. From your Liberal friend, 
IRENE STOREY. 


[Next time you write please describe 
Georges Station for the benefit of the 
Corner.—Ep, C. C.] 


Kanama, Wasn., Dec. 27, 1898. 

Drar Miss Wixow; This is my first let- 
ter to the Children's Corner. My parents 
do not take Tux TRUTH SEEKER, but papa 
intends to subscribe for it when he comes 
homeinthe spring. Ilike to read it very 
much. Iam sixteen years old, and Iam a 
Freethinker. I go to school and study 
arithmetic, grammar, constitution, al- 
gebra, literature, and spelling. Our 
school isclosed till after New Year’s. There 
are quite a number of Freethinkers here 
in this little place. 

I will tell you about the church people 
here. There are four different denomi- 
nations, Catholics. Methodists, Congre- 
gationalists, and United Brethren. ‘he 
three jast named are holding revival 
meetings here. They hav had a large at- 
tendance till the jast few days. They hav 
been praying and singing, and it sounded 
like so many frogs in a mill-pond. Some 
of the biggest drunkards in town hav been 
converted, but Idon't think it will last 
long. The church has always been 
crowded, so you could not get a seat till 
Christmas night there was a dance, and one 
of the preachers called it ‘‘the devil's 
prayer-meeting;" but when the time came, 


I went to church, and it was about empty. 
As soon as church was out. I went to the 
dance, and the devil had more than three 
times as many as the Almighty. The next 
day the preacher of the Methodist Episcopal 
church said he was going to keep up the 
meetings till he breaks up all the dances, 
but Iam afraid he will hav a sweet time 
of it. There is to be another dance New 
Year’s, and I will write and tell you who 
has the largest crowd There has been a 
lot of them standing up on the Lord’s 
side, as they call it, but last night they 
opened the doors of the church and there 
were only two that wanted to join, one for 
the Congregational and one for the Meth- 
odist Episcopal. The United Brethren 
was left in the cold. The preacher said 
last night that they hav-been praying for 
more to come to Christ, but they may 
pray till they are gray-headed, and I will 
not go. Ithink there are a good many 
here in the same boat as I am, I will 
close for this time, for fear my letter will 
be too long. I remain, 
Your friend and Freethinker, 
2C ALFRED F. STONE. 

P.S.—I hav a brother that will write 
when I write my next letter. A. F, S, 

[Keep aloft the flag of Freethought, 


Alfred, always.—Ep. C. C.] 


Haruan, IA., Dec. 27, 1898. 
Drar Miss Wixow: This is my second 
letter to the Children's Corner. I hope 
that you will see fit to publish it and my 
piece of poetry. It is the first piece I 
ever wrote for publication. My sis- 
ter has gone to visit my other sister. 
That leaves papa and mamma and me at 
home. Welivonafarm. I never farmed 
much; I hay to do all the housework, for 
mamma is sick and cannot do any work; 
she may never get well. I like to liv on 
the farm, the air is so fresh. My sister 
has been corresponding with Daisy Suter 
in Egypt. She wants to know what kind 
of a paper Tue TRUTH SEEKER is, and 
what a Freethinker"is. She says she 
looks forward to a better life above. 
This was a surprise to us after seeing her 
letter, I am a Freethinker, but not an 
Infidel. Well, I guess this is all I will 
write. Hoping to see in print what I hav 
written, I remain, 
Your Freethought friend, 
ARTHUR J. BAKER. 


P.S.—If any of the writers to the Corner 
will write I will gladly answer. Address, 
Harlan, Shelby county, Iowa. A. J. B. 


[No need to say that Arthur is good, for 
his letter attests it. There is fine thought 
in the verses, which we are pleased to 
print.—Ep. C. C.] 

MY MOTHER. 
Her form is old and worn with care. 
Upon her head lies silvered hair, 
So fair to see. 
The light of love shines from her eyes, 
And there’s no prize beneath the skies 
So dear to me. 


I wish to say this, while I write, 
Her face so dear, her eyes so bright, 
Show love—not scorn. 
Her heart so true swells fast with love— 
She’s like an angel from above 
In human form. 


She said to me, about a year 
Before the time I’m writing here, 
** Speak but the truth.” 
Another thing she said to me: 
** When others mourn cast off all glee— 
Be full of ruth.” 


And I'll remember till I die 
Those words, and to the purblind cry: 
** Speak but the truth." 
A blessing then I’m sure you'll get 
If **speak the truth" you'll not forget, 
And mind the ‘‘ruth.” 


A.J. B. 


ATCHISON, Kan., Dec. 31, 1893. 

Dzar Miss Wixow: In: the last hour of 
the day, in the last day of the week, in the 
last week of the month, in the last month 
of the year, and while waiting for the New 
Year to come in, I will again take the 
pleasure of presenting a few lines to the 
Children's Corner. 

Well, Christmas has once more come 
and gone, and the New Year is close at 
hand. Christmas was rather dull here 
this year; or at least seemed that way to 
me. Nobody seemed to take any interest 
in getting up anything. . TMe Christian 
people had what they called Christmas 
trees at their churches; but if they were 
all like the one I attended I would eall 
them anything but that. They had the 
tree decorated with fancy paper and il- 
luminated with candles, so as to make it 
appear that the tree was loaded with pres- 
euts. They had a few speeches in regard 
to their dear savior, and then came the 
time to receive presents, when they pre- 
sented each and every one with a small 
package of candy, and adjourned. Little 
children went with the expectation of en- 
joying & good time and receiving many 
presents, but were only fooled and dis- 
appointed by their Christian parents. It 
seems to me that they did not show much 
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respect for their father above or they 
would undoubtedly hav presented him 
with a fine present. I did not once think, 
or I would hav tried to sell them a 
piano to present to the old fellow; but I 
guers it is a good thing that I did not try, 
as they would hav been fools enough to 
accept my offer and would hav tried to 
send him the piano. By the looks of 
things on the street that night and the 
next day they wanted to save their extra 
change and satisfy their appetites with & 
wet lunch. AJ] such nonsense is monoto- 
nous, and is not worth writing. 

We were going to hav one of the best 
lecturers in the field speak here January 
1st, viz., the noted John R. Charlesworth; 
but we could not find enough people that 
would take ary interest in it, therefore 
could not raise the necessary amount. We 
only hope that we will be able to hav him 
and many others in the future. 

Well, as the bells are ringing and the 
whistles blowing and guns firing for 
the arrival of the New Year, I will close 
for this time. Wishing you and the 
friends of the Corner a happy New Year, 
Iremain, Your sleepy Liberal friend, 

: JOHN REMSBURG, JR. 

P.S.—George sends his best regards 
and wishes you a happy New Year, and 
says he will write soon. J. R. 


[It cannot be denied that our Corner 
ean boast of many high-minded and right- 
minded young persons, and among them 
may be counted the Remsburg brothers, 
George, John, and Charley. We are 
proud of them, and proud of all who 
gather with us.in the Corner from week to 
week.—Ep. C. C.] i 


Wettstein’s : Repair : Department. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.. Bro. Material- 
ist: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just three and a half 
days from the time it left this station. | : 

Is was put into A No.1 shape and is running 
fine, I wish to compiiment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 
I have o:her work in your line to ba done you 
Shall have it. A. E. Sura. 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. I have personall: 
managed my repair department for 84 years an 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishment 
until in perfect order and closely regulated, 


PRICE LIST. 


Cleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or three 
$1 jobs at $2.50. 

All work warranted one year. Liberal dis- 
counts to agents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, — 
THE LIBPRAL JBWBLEBR. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


The Freethought Badge. 
DESIGNER OF <The Ingersol! Souvenir Spoon. 
Otto Wettstein Watch. 
Send for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 


Mention Tat TRUTH SEEKER. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
commeut. 40,000&0ld. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland. D.D., in 1871. Price. 15c. 


Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 


pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 


Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefntation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH REEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


, This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


«With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knee.” | 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“Life,” by "the prince o orators.” Co. B. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or nlaced upon the 
table as an orrament. In the center of the card 
appear the p srtraits of the Colonel and the baby, 

utrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
outhtully described a7, * one f the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as wa 
kn vw, stan jg alone in the living world." Is will 
make a delightful present, and will bea ouvenir 
not only of intellectua! greatness, but of arti-tic 
workmanshio. I:is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. Thesize is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 
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New Publications. | New Publications. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
- Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 
By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
CONTENTS: 


Boor I.—PLEASURE: Chap. I. -$S f i 
Ideal Pleasure." Chap orco ocial Pienso cnap, IL—Material Pleasures. 


" n" Barbari An the Civilized. Chap. VI 
ook IL —INTELLEOTU. EVELOPMENT: Chap. I.— : i 
(ban. III.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowled d oi posg ot fife. 
Ideal Pleasures: Character. 


otism. 


SD 
Boox III.—MonaL DEYELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. IL — i 
Chap. y rg Metgrial Pleasures i Refinement. Chap. Then pararon: SAA 
" E Gate d by Restraint. : ization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL,— Vice 
ook IV.—SocraL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L—"rosress. Caap. IL— io itali 
ROSSI. Respe :tivly an Actual, an Imminent, anda Proposed Vasa ca at iem, and 
overeignty. ap. III —Condidon of Agri ulsure. Chap. IV. Public Schonis. the 


Mene Meno. Tekel of socialism. Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 


Here are some of the verdicts on this ; E. 
men who are in every way qualified as ju dee Somarkeble production which have been rendered by 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with- 


y mu, tansw.rs the greatest question— What i 
us , object, mot. ve, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cau:e and MOM TRUE proctor 


The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and k is writi 
There i8 not d, padded sentence in the volume, noi an attempt toni an hat he is vriting a bout, 
know = eau og eals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
ruth. e do not see or pavone can ros *d vs book and disagree with the leading pronositions, 
x 2 .readinz. is a work of - jalism. ‘ 
[5 apbet on pu lio schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher | In uie ind THOU. 
gan jo ontenan are porthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
q bold a nest sayings E Ke no : onl y or its literary style, which is clear an 1 incisive, but for 
ere we have puilosophy un to date, the advance word of t i i ; 

abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words eon oer thinker: no f aD 
trated with Dom an abundance of anecdote and me:aphor as add real entertainment to solid in- 
a ro stion. ar is is an important book striking at superstition and nnreas»nable tradition, and up. 

olding i ivi n liberty in defiance of governmental law and sovial custom. After rea ing this 
book óne eels t at the author will never be able to ‘write another, for he has put all his life and 
rea ige m to TAIR one: b Every page bristles with points; there is no padding or filling in, no mere 
A TE out cle an-CUt Ap egms abound, and every line is dictated by nard-head<d 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
$ Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union. 


"Pleasure and Progress" has 898 pages, iz splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel 
lent parer, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, £0 cents. 


Ad iress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Pl., New York, N. Y. 


FREETHINKERS' 


—THE— 


PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHUROH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


185 


Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL.. 
ARS 


70 MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


' DESIGNS BY WATS -.N HESTON. 
ITH PUkTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER, 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


2 reprereut Samples of Christianity’s Work 


16 represent Unole Sam and tne Priests. 
2 pe Missionaries. 


The Church Robbing the People. | 5 


3 re Thanksgiving. n The Lord’s Instruments, 
6 *  . Sabbath Laws. * Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
14 = Children and the Church. s The Church and Slavery. 


^" Yriests and Politics. 

X £reland and the Church. 

^ Church’s idea of Civilization. 

The Uses of the Cross. f 

" Unkind neflections on the Church. 
" Persecutions of the Ohurch. 


oman and the Church. 

ER The Charch and Thomas Paine. 

a Studies in Natural History. 
The Bible and Science. 

The Ciergy and Their Flocks. 

Me Piet 7 in. Our Penitentiaries. 


a 
e 
- " 
a OO pg CO rH aE Ie D9 be BO Ld 
Li 


M aO eR IH CO P CS 
E 
t 


The Atonemens Scheme. ss Some.Allegories. 
a The Lord and His Works. s Heaven. 
: Prayer. A “ Heli., 
o t The Creeds. : ; "t - Miscellaneous. 
^ Christians and Mohammedans. H 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared iu this country, and it is very doubtful if another one live it will ever again be pur 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the price it world have been à cheap book. Artist Heston as portrait painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful svccess and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Li’ eral in 
America will desire a cop v of this most wonderful volume.—[Freethinkers' Magazine. : 

Mr. Heston deserves ’o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism | He has dedicatod his genius to 
Freethought, and has done fai hful and noble work for the cause ofright and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of . his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of readin : 
Matter th»t secve first as exp.anations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter 
faisity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
book is one of tae best weapons against Christianity snd the church that has ever been put in the 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board cover's, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


JOHN E. 
REMSBURG'S 


WORKS. 


Was He A Christian? 


Abraham Lincoln: 


Forfifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting materialfor his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irres:stibie and overwhe:ming, aud which must put this question 


at rest forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty wiınesses who claim that Lincoln wa~ 
a Christin, and which is reviewed an i refuted, ue adduces the testimony of more than a hun- 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim tuac Lincoln was not & Christian. ‘These witnesses include 
^is wife and other relatives; his three law partaers; his private secretaries; members of his 
cabinct; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis most) tim te friends. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged 
As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Amor ; the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remsbury are: The Church and Morality; Crim nal Statisz:0s, showing the creeds of the pris. 
oners 1n the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Ohurch and Science; the Church 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the Caurch and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman's 
Rights Movement; the Temperance Reform; the Church and the Republic. Price, 10 cent. 
singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu~ 
tion; Murder; Wars of Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and Persecu- 
tion; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Cannibaism; Slavery; Witchcratt; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
rance and idiocy; bscenity. Prica, Singla copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. Special discount: 


on larger quantities. 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 
e and handsome print. Tha 


ever written on the Saboath from a rational point of view. Lar, T ? 
guəstion is dis ussed under the fo lowinz heads: Origin of the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 

abbath; the Christian Sc.iptures and the Sabbath; Examination of Sunday Arguments; 
Ori_in of the Christian Sabbath: Testimony of tns Ohristian Fathers; tne Sabbath durin, 
tne Middle Ages; tha Puritan Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laas. Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Image Breaker. Stax’ Lectures: 
: Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 


believer; Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; be: 


doz., 4) cents. 
Thomas, Paine. Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


delineates the leading tra:ts of his character and genius, and vindicates his name from th- 
apersions cast upon it, Choice extracts from * Common Sense,” t American Crisis,” “Itig t. 
cf Man," and“ Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and Amer'ca, many of them written expressly for this 
work. Be.oud edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing a 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 
^n address del'vered in Paine Hall, bef:re the N. E. Freethinkers’ Convention, January 
29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 


For all the above works address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 Latayette Place, New York. 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Autiquity, 


CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 


WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


[Heathen Illustration of the Temptatifn.} 


The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them “to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in their actions.” ,But an evil demon came to them in 
the form of a Serpent, Sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 
immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their. moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 
quentiy they feli, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 
which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. i 

BistE Myrus shows-this to be the origin of the Hebrew 


1 Vol, 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages, Price, $2.00. 
Bent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 
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N ot for Parsons. 


Dura 8 revival meeting in Riverside, 
Cal., the sky pilot in charge, approaching 
a Swede, said: ''Are you a Christian?” 
‘*Naw, I’se a Swede.” ' ** Well, don’t you 
want to work for Jesus?” ‘'Naw, I got a 
yob over at Chino."— €. Newton Ross. 


Bossy: Pop, is it true that the Hebrews 
are all going to Jerusalem? Fond Parent: 
So they say, Bobby. Bobby: Won't there 
be any Christians there? Fond Parent: 
No, Bobby; none whatever. Bobby: Then 
XA are the Hebrews going to liv on?— 

uck. 


Exzony Huanzs: Don't yo’ want a boy 
fo’ to bait yo’ hook? Luckless Angler: 
Yes, if you'll gurantee that I'll catch some 
fish. Ebony Hughes: I done helped a 
man las’ week, an’ he's got turned out ob 
de church fo’ tellin’ de truft about de fish 
he caught.— Puck. 


‘*Go,” said the emperor to his courier, 
“and direct that all those who hold beliefs 
at variance with the state be thrown into 
prison. And, by the way, stop at the 
treasury department on your way out and 
instruct my chancellor of the exchequer 
that the new issue of coins be stamped with 
the image of Liberty, that thus we may 
please the populace.—J. D. Miller. 


. THE story is told of a parent who had 
become a recent convert to hypnotism. 
His small son, who bad heard him discuss- 
ing the subject, asked what hypnotism was. 
He did not answer, but with the imperativ 
manner of a professional] mesmerist said: 
** Now, Jimmie, do you hear? That is not 
a clock, but a dickey-bird, chip, chip!" 
Jimmie turned and fled precipitately, cry- 
ing: ‘‘Mamma! mamma! papa’s got the 
jimjams!”— Argonaut. 


We had adjourned to the sitting-room 
for religious devotion, and the good old 
man read a chapter in Deuteronomy, his 
plan always being to read the Bible 
through from the first chapter of Genesis 
to the last one in Revelations, one at a 
time. With great solemnity he stumbled 
over the long list of names, and when he 
had finished he knelt in prayer. Upon the 
mantel was a parrot, seeming to listen with 
great attention. The prayer commenced 
with a supplication for the entire world, 
then followed the national government, 
then the state, then the neighborhood, 
then the relativs of the family, each being 
named, until it had lasted about twenty 
minutes, when suddenly the parrot in loud 
and angry tones cried: ‘‘Oh, shut up— 
shut up, I say!”—St. Louis Globe-Demo- 
erat. : 


A Bartist minister had to travel several 
miles on horseback through a country 
where the Redskin had put in an appear- 
ance. This minister was what was known, 
I believe, as a byper-Calvinist. One Sun- 
day morning he armed himself with a six- 
chambered revolver to protect himself 
against an attack by the Indians. A free- 
will friend pointed out to the good man 
how inconsistent he was, because if the 
Lord had foreordained that he should be 
killed by an Tndian, it would so happen, 
and nothing could save him. The minister 
cast a glance at his friend and said: ** Yes, 
but if the Lord had foreordained that the 
Indian was to be shot by him, how was 
the will of the Lord going to be carried 
out if he hadn’t got his revolver with him?” 
Predestination won the argument on that 
occasion. 


Ir isa matter of knowledge that, since the 
day of the godly John Calvin, of blessed 
memory, the population of Paradise has 
suffered few additions, the freedom of the 
city being rather conferred upon them 
who by chance parsed that way than upon 
all who desired that boon. Now certain 
devout men, seeing this, wondered whether 
they might not facilitate emigration 
thereto; and to this end they wished it 
should be known that infants were wel- 
come, and that three adults—at the least— 
out of every million might, by long per- 
serverance, liv within the. gates. Where- 
fore these men with their brethren assem- 
bled and did debate the matter. And 
they who would hav opened the gates were 
not enough to prevail. And they who 
willed that heaven should remain a close 
corporation, neither were they enough to 
prevail. So the decrees of the Almighty 
were in nowise amended. Now of them 
who stood out ‘most valiantly for the integ- 
rity of Heaven. were two, a tall man and a 
short man. And they were strangers each 
to the other. But after that the gathering 
had dispersed did they two meet, and, 
looking each in the eyes of the other, did 
say, ‘‘Congrtulations!” And the tall 
man said also: ‘‘ Fxperience has tanght me 
that few men are fit for heaven.” And the 
short map said: ‘* Yea. And it were well 
that the society of the place should be se- 
lect." Then the tall man said: ‘‘I am the 
chaplain at the penitentiary." And the 
short man said: ''I minister to a congre- 
gation of millionaires.” — Wardour Street, 
in Kate Field's Washington. m 
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HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


——— 


- Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
P^ (rines of Christianity. Ass book of reference and aid 
] truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
: of subjects makes.it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Paine's "Age of Reason,” it enables someody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Ergethon ht Price, 
cloth, #1: paper, 50 cents. 88 HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A Retutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 


an Intelligent Being. 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers 
. If There Were & Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. 
IIL If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for | 
: His Processes Are E regioualy Slow, 
They Are Egregions. Y asteful, 
They Often Serve No Use, - " 
"They Have Produced Fauity Mechanisms. En 
What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimaw. 
What Actually Did Cause So-Called Desiga. 
Astronom: and Design 
VIL The Argument of « First Cause. 


Embracing a Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


Iv. 
y. 
I. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


^ 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Price 15 cents. Address 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln Now Ready. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Hemsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield. one of his biographers, Dr. H: and. put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim was promptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but only to be renewed 
again, aad again denied. And thus for a quarter of acentury the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been :ossed like a battledore tom side to aide. A - : 

For fifteen yea 8 Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever. In additio: to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christi«n, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, ne adducex the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln wa: not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


NOTED WITNESSES. 


Hon. W. H. Herndon, Col. Ward H. Lamon, Hon John T. Stuart, Col. James H. Matheny, Col. 
John G Niiolay. Judge David Davi:,Coi Jerse W. Fell, Fon. Leonard Swett, Dr. William Jayne. 
Judge Stephen TY Logan. Joshua F Sp. ed. Hon. Jesse K. Dubois, Hon. Joseph Gillespie, Dr. C. H. 
Ray, Col. F. 8. Rutherford, Judge Robert Leachman. Col. R. G Ingersoll, Leonard W, Volk, Joseph 
Jefferson, Hon. &. :askburne, Hon. E. M Haines, Hon. James Tuttle, Hon. M. B. Fiel^, Hon. 
Geo. “. Juliau, Hon. John B. Alley, Hou Hugh McCulloch, Gen. M_M. Trumbull Rev. Da id 
Swing, Rev. Retert Collyir, Judge Jesse W. eik, Hun. J. P. Usher, Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell, Hon 
Wm. D Kelley, Salmon P. Chase, Wm. H. Seward. Hon. John Covode, Hon. A. J. Grover, Hon. W. H. 
T. Wakefield, Gen D W. Wilder, Judge Aaron Goodrich, Judge James M. Nelson, Rev. Edward 
Be- leston, Rev. J hn W. Chadwick, Donn Piatt, H. K. Magie, Dennis F. Hanks, Mrs. Sarah Lincoln. 

rs. Mary Lincoln. . 

The foregoing and sixty other reputable witnesses testify that the greatest man born on this 

continent was a Freethinker. . 


Address THE TRUTH SEEEER, 
£8 Lafayette Place, New York 


Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 * ~ : ~N 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


yea: to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the trequent lapses x 
of virtue of the unin stars: showed how littie value tianity 
possesses to make men mor : 
We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


*$ Grimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 409 cases of mivisterial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a iew years about i 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Mos of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tha weakness anu 
ihe strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the 
Merey. PAP, e 
.Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages. we have kept the [4 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for & copy, and confound the church- © 
men. -Show them ust. what sor of ssamps are the clergy who have " a 

slused the World's Fair oa Suaday. bcause it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


vaintings in this period is “immoral.” 3 
s Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


- Price, cloth, $1. 


How To Preserve Health, 


By EOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 

Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing anddrugging. Icongratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort." 

Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. 

Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
98Lafavette place. New York. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib ral who will canvas for 
our hook ‘Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrat d." In fact we know one man who worked 


{at it but a few hour. w : kly and sod nearly 


fifty copi s in a month. Tha price is l:w; every- 
body knows the Oid Testament stories, and 
neatly evertb:dy wcu'd like a bcok applying 
ninateerth-century vitand ka wledge to them. 
People lise to Isugh. Reverence for the Old 
"estament tales has 'arg«ly dis&o: eared and 
okes at the exp-nsa of Jonah and Jo.eph and 
s.u and Samson and D vid, end the other wor- 
this of nosavory reputation, are keen!y appre- 
ciated. It seems to us that the b ok will -ell at 
sigt. It dces herein the store. Licerels out of 
employment will find this a good way to make an 
hoaest dollar, 
Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE ‘TRUTH SEEKER. 


BRAIN = BIBLE; 
THR ONFUCT BETWEEN MENTAL SEENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by ` ‘ 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the liter - 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sei.se of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF l 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. ; 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


CowrirFD RY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Pri e $180 Vor elo at THIR OPETOP, 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A ^ineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


‘For Her Daily Br-ad is the story of two young 

iris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, With a little money, fair ecucation, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world ‘by going to Chicago. ‘ihe autnor is also 
the heroine. ‘The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life ana experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and d:sreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address i 2 

"E THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND. FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 
By A. R. AYRES. 
“A good book written with a purpo:e." 
Price, 95 cents. 


4 ddress 4HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THOMAS PAINE; | 
“WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents. 
- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Gems of Cb ought. 


Tus prodigality of the rich is the provi- 
dence of the poor. —Zngersoil. 


an man who says God is his father 
would hav hard work to show that he was 
not an orphan.—Boston Investigator. 


I cHoosz the nobler part of Emerson, 
when, after various disenchantments, he 
exclaims, ‘‘I covet truth." The gladness 
of true heroism visits the heart of him 
who is really competent to say this.—John 
Tyndall, é 


T saLævs politics will not go right, so- 
ciety will not go right, religion will not go 
right, nothing human will ever go right, 
except in so far as woman goer right; and 
for woman to go right she must hav her 
rights. — Charles Kingsley. 


A DIVIDED party is sometimes the only 
. hope of an oppressed people. A closely 
org «nized party is "pt to grow entirely too 
strong for the people. They cannot ‘hold 
their own against thoroughly organized 
armies of greed. The pretorian guards 
were for years a thoroughly organized 
party .— Galveston News. $ 


I mav food reason to know how few real 
men there are in the world. Wearing 
trousers is not the only requirement of a 
man. ‘Trifles like character, backbone, 
integrity, self-control, doing the right 
thing at the right time, are a few of the es- 
sentials of manhood. Ware I asked what 
was the matter vith most men, I should 
reply lack of. virility and moral courage. 


This is the reason why there are so few | 


good leaders. The dead level of medi- 
ocrity wallows in platitudes and traditions, 
waiting for some human cyclone to force 
them out of their slough of inanity.— 
Kate Field. : 


Tam nis always hope when people are 
forced to listen to both sides; it is when 
they attend only to one that errors hárden 
into prejudices, and truth itself ceases to 
hav the effect of truth, by being exagger- 
ated into falsehood. And since there are 


few mental attributes more rare than that’ 


judicial faculty which can sit in intelligent 
judgment between two sides of a question, 
of which only one is represented by an 
advocate before it, truth has no chance 
but in proportion 8s every side of it, every 
oninion which embodies any fraction of 
the truth, not only finds advocates, but is 
so advocated as to be listened to.—Mil. 


As the world grew older, art was used 
to celebrate the greatness and achieve- 
ments of kings and rulers as well as gods, 
and their tombs were ornamented with 
such decorations as these early ages could 
create ; but yet all literature and art 
was only for the gods and the rulers of the 
world, Then, even more than now, wealth 
and power brought intellect to do their 
will, and all its force was spent to sing the 
praises of the rulers of the earth and air. 
The basis of all this art of pen and hrush 
was the reality of the world; but this was 
so magnified and distorted for the base 
use of kings and priests, that realism in 
the true sense could not exist.—C. &. 
Darrow. 


I kxow what can be said for war— 
“school of heroism,” ‘surplus popula- 
tion,” and so forth. One widow’s tears, 
nay, the agony of. but one wounded horse, 
outweigh a shoal of such flimsy stuff. The 
simple truth is that war is so utterly horri- 
ble and abominable, it cannot be truth- 
fully described without making humanity 
shudder. In modern warfare courage no 


longer has place, and instead of eliminat- | 


ing the unfit, it takes the flower of the 
race, the fittest to survive. That sovereigns 
and statesmen should hav the power to 
embroil millions of unoffending people in 
deadly combat is, hke the doctrin of 
God’s sending his creatures to eternal 
hell, at once an absurdity and an atrocity. 
—J. M. Wheeler. 


Tene is no real difference between the 
tyranny of a class (e. g. hereditary nobil- 
ity) and that of a popular majority. A 
political party is a class. Indeed, so far 
as personal liberty is concerned, it is 
less likely to suffer froma privileged or- 
der than .from an electiv majority; for 
the latter rules by patriotic sanction. It 
is easier to deal with an aristocracy of 
birth, teo timid to be aggressiv, a thou- 
sand times easier to grapple with an indi- 
vidua! tyrant, than with a tyrant majority, 
entitled to use all the means of the minor- 
ity, as well as its own, to carry out the 
will of a part as that of thé whole. With 
the decay of hereditary authority, the ma- 
jority is now steadily acquiring the ancient 
powers of a privileged class. John Stuart 
Mill was a true friend of the people, even 
friend enough to tell them the truth. He 
recognized their infirmity, their readiness 
to coerce individuals, and predicted. an in- 
crease of governmental invasions of liherty 


in England as the people acquired more, 


possession of the government. —Moncure 
D, Conway. 
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Old Testament Stories d 


2 CE PEE VPE. 


Comically Illustrated. 


IT WL 
MAKE you 


- LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His ''Sister,"" 

One of Twins, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Oeborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 


PARSON. 
Full-Page 
4 0 0 Pages. 2 0 0 Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacritiam. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
l Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ» 


FREE S522 OL CUMS TED HUY MSS SIS. 


National € Co., 
6mi Clerk 17, 832 Exchange Building, Boston, Mass, 


THE 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891....................- 0 95 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 


[o TRAPE T EO 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Pain 


trated........... see. EM 25 
Answers to Christian Questio 

, nett. ..... 6... reseteo Sees ndeeceace . $85 

Christian Absurdities. John Peck..... Siete 20 

ictor Hugo'sOration on Voltaire......... -. 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. lllustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Res- 

. Son. Robert C. Adams ................. . 95 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- i 

DEM. 0.000 .52accccscccsconcccecetovesccees 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
igion. _T. E. Longshore............... 50 
Issues or 1899.— $3. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
ghts [o an. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- ib 
a E 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- i 
Duro METER . 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg............ 25 
Disclosures of Maria Monk........... . 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire............- eneee. 25 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i 
COCK) RECENTEM 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
PLOQWE «i cesesssiees tacgacmencen essa tense 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. d 
BIU.. oec sees esas 
The Holy Bible Abridged. . 80 


False Claims of the Church. 

Remsburg....... ......ccnccccsncccccccous 10 
Issvzs or 1898.—$3.: 

Thomas_ Paine -Vindicated. Col. Robert 


.Ingersoll.............. c eere eene 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- a 

Di MERETUR 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

E. Billings ....... eee eS 2 
Resurrection of Jesus... . 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 58. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; “eligion a Disease; Re- 

x ligion a Lie. S. P. Putnam. __....... 85 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
"TsE TRUTH SEEKER.,........ eee |) 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He & Christian? 
John E Remsbure. "TP 50 
Pen Pictures of Fhe World's Fair. Illus- 
reted. S.P. Purnam................... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine. ........ 15 


Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasnze and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 


‘During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | ; = 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. n 

Bingle numbers sold at prices quoted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 1 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. ^ 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Praetieal Expositiou of 
Natural Restorative Power. 


By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its.principles. 

Price, $2.50. Address Tug TRUTH BERKER. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
. of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 

they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
lete, proving. them to have been oruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth,75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ins her residence ef five years as a novice, and 
two years as & black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “ child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 
Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
-nerles. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
thatif the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the * Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the.“ Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and ‘an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
hands, 80 fraug! t with danger. to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecturé by 
the Rev, Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 1€ cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that eonvents 

cal freedom, 


re ipimi to chastity, virtue, “and 
paper Rae ARUTA SEEKER CO. 


X9 Latayette Pime, New Xork A 


FU in a JYutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Ohrirtianity. . 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. . 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
cen . It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius, 
especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was euppreased; ! 

ce, 15 cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


15 Lafayette place, New York City 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface b 
J. M. WzaxxLEB, Sub-editor Of Fresthinker. 


Price, #1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


By 
6.W. ROOTS. 


— 0m 


Being true accounts of the passing away of the 
ollowing persons, thus refuting the many Ohris- 
ian slanders upon them and others: 

Lord Amberley, John Baskerville, Pierre Bayle, 
‘eremy Bentham, Paul Bert, Lord Bolingbroke, 
‘rancois Broussais, Giordano Bruno, Henry 
Thomas Buckle, Lord Byron, Richard Carlisle, 
William Kingdon Olifford, Anacharsis Olootz, An- 
-hony Collins, Auguste Comte, Condorcet, Robert 
Jooper, D’Alembert, Danton, Oharles D 
‘rasmus Darwin. Delambre. Denis Diderot, 
Gtienne Dolet, George Eliot, Frederick the Great, 
Jambetta, Garibal Isaac Gendre, Gibbon, 
todwin, Goethe, Grote, Helvetius, Henry Heth. 
srington, Hobbes, Austin Holyoake, victor Hu 0, 
Tume. Littre Harriet Martineau. Jean Meslier, 
fames Mill, Joan Stuart Mill, Mirabeau, Robert 
Jwen, Thomas Paine, Oourtlandt Palmer, Raba- 

lais, Winwood Reade, Madame Roland, George 
jand, Schiller, Shelley, Spinoza, Strauss, John 
Toland, Vanini, Volney, Voltaire, James Watson, 
“ohn Watts, Thomas Woolston. 

Drina. 95 conte. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. * Address THE TRUTH ÑEEKFR, 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


Miten cents, sealed In a plain envelope, 

J giving causes and symptoms ofthecom- 

am ND plaints, and a description ofthe Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Oute 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only reme 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 

cess, Address. DR, p. p, FELLOWS, 
Sav where you saw this adver Vineland. N. J. 

tF- I wish to say that I am an -ut-and-out 

LIRERAL, snd I trust : he Freethinkers of the land 

wili give me their patronage and not waste their 


time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 


lowe. ; 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS, 


By M. BABOOOK, Prioo, 15 cents. 


arwin, . 
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ZEKES GOD IS DECEITFUL. 


And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the Lord hav deceived that prophet, and I 
will stretch out my hand upon him, snd will destroy him from the midst of my people Israe]l.—Ezek. xiv, 9. 


Deutfdje Sreigei{t-Biicher. | 
Wier haben folgende Bücher in 
Deufder Sprache meldje fehr berithmt find. 


rp Die Yevthiimer Mofe,” 
Cine Pritifche Beleuchtung des Pentateuch für 
Widerfpruch zur modernen Weltan: 
fdjauung und Gefittung. 
von Col. R. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
bes 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents. 


_ 


““Moderne Gitterddmmernng, 
von Col. R. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents, 


rr Wunder und Waunderthiter, ^ 
von John Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


r, Glaube und Verunnft, ^ 
ober LE BON SENS. 


des romifch-Fatoltfdhen Priefters Jean Meslier- 

© Nad dem franzsifcden Original überfebt von 
Fräulein Anna Knoop. 

501 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 


Tiefe Biidher find in Papier Umfdhlag und 
flaren Druck. Unfere Deutfhen Lefer 
follten es meit verbreiten. 


Udreffire, " Tho Truth Seeker," 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rere chance is offered for a survey or to get & 


TRANSIT CH EA P. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
half: price—¢80.. Address š : 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


18146 


Agent's profits permonth | Will prove 
itor pay torfcit. New art‘cles just out. 
A ¥#1.C0 sample snd terms free. Try us. 
CHIDESTER & Son, 26 Bond bt., N. Y. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial; 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargnment ever made ina case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument Should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper. 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


. | METROPOLITAN INFORMATION CONCERN ANSWERS ANY QUESTION - 


Gelentitie TA : ARHatl, 
SEND FOR PLAN &'RefeRENtES, EXECUTES ORDERS 50c. & up. Comiardal besa Perona. 50c 


Among these are Rev. Dr. Gottheil, Henry George, Gordon & Dilworth, New York; Edw. Osgood Brown, Chicago. EACH, 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evoiutlon. 

By B. F. Underwood................ Price 6 centa 
The World's Parliament of Religions. 
: By Tenney......cccccsescovccececes Price 10 cents 
The Gods. 

By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents ` 


{ngersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents . 
Myth of the Great Deluge. i 


I By MeCann.,.... seen Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. 

By Henry Frank...............008 Price 25 cents 
The Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
Church and State. 

By ‘Jefferson ’*......ceceeseereeere Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. 

By Benwell............... ees Price 15 centa 
Ingersol! on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4 cents 
Dwight L. Moody. 

By Susan H. Wixon................ Price 5 cents 
Christlan Religlon. 

By an Old Farmer................. Price 15 cents 


God in the Constitution. 
By Ingersoll................. e. , Price 10 cents 
Effacement of Christianity. 


By Holyoake...... cse eren Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. 

By Holyoake.......... eere Price 15 cents ` 
Ingersoil's Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 

By H. L. Green................ e Price 4 cents 
Religion in the, Republic. : 

By M. A. Freeman................. Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney.............. «eo eee "Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (Illustrated). 

By Flower & Wakeman........... Price 15 cents 
Jehovah Interviewed...............0066 Price 6 cents 
Cosmology against Theology. 

) By Vimdex......ccccscccccnscsccees Price 15 cents... 


Aadress THE TRUTH SEEKER. — 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence." Price. 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. *''l'hink of 
a mininter's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 


Price. 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. . 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents 


| Christianity a Fiction. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price,50 cents. 


Address THR TRUTH SEEKER, 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


OCoxTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
sament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
first Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Qnoted ae Scripture 
Sooks Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
dAeretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paner Kn aanta’ alnth 75 oante. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address TAS TRUTH R8EEKER. 


Darwin and After Darwin. - 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonacz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalists. ; : 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so oftgħ refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throngh- 
»nt organic nature we meet with abnndant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . .Adaptation and 
beanty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present zeneration in a manner and 
to an extent that has never hefore been, possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
“Hiiustrated, Price, cloth, #2. 

ustrated. Price, cloth, § 
Address,’ THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


has taken 


l Jows of the Week, 


Taux Bridgeport street car strike is on 

again, i . : 
Eicut lunstios were burned. in. the- 

Boone county, Ia., poor farm madhouse, 


McKanz, the Gravesend boss, is now 
undergoing trial for his acts as election 
inspector. . f 


Kentucky has granted to married 
women the right to will their property as 
they shall see fit. . : 


In Messachusetts the opposition to the - 
compulsory vaccination law is continually 
growing stronger and more open. 


Prince BisMaRcK and Emperor William 
hav become reconciled, to the crazy joy 
‘of the German people. ` ; 


“Tus khedive of Egypt takes back all he 
has said against the English officers in 
command of the Egyptian troops. 


Lavra Sourrmer-Mapusson, the prima 
donna, and wife of Colonel Henry Maple- 
son, died in this city on January 24th. 


Tau Republicans of Chicago hav filed a 
petition to oust Mayor Hopkins, Demo- 
erat, on the ground of frauds in the special 
election. 


In San Domingo General Marchina and 
eight of his friends were shot by order of . 
Heureaux, his successful rival for tbe. 
presidency. 


Constance Fenimore WoornsoN, Ameri- 
can authoress, and grand-niece of J, Feni- 
more Cooper, died in Venice, Italy, on 
January 28d. 


Tue committee of the whole of the 
House of Representativs has voted to raise 
the duty on uncut diamonds from ten to 
fifteen per cent. NE. 


Tux hatters’ strike at Danbury, Conn., ` 
seems likely to soon come to an end. 
Quite a number of the strikers hav already 
gone back to work. 


‘Tse Gouverneur hospital authorities 
hav again been censured, this time by à 
coroner’s jury for removing a dying girl 
to Bellevue hospital. 


Premier Crispi of Italy is pursuing a - 
very vigorous policy toward the Socialistio 
revolutionists of Sicily and the Anarohistio 
disturbers on the mainland. 


Tue newly-elected president of Switzer- 
land, Emil Frey, served through our Civil: 
war in an Illinois regiment, entering as a 
private and coming out brevet major. 


. A BILL providing for the expenditure of 
$1,000,000. on public improvements in this 
city for the relief of the unemployed is 
before the legislature. Politics are mixed 
up in it. 


In Alabama the Knolbites and other 
factions opposed to the regular Democracy 
will hold a state convention February 8th. 
"The contest is expected to be very close 
this year. - : i 


THERE seems to be an organized opposi- 
tion to the enforcement of Governor Till- 
man's liquor law. The raids of his oon- 
stables are very annoying to the people of 
Charleston and other South Carolina cities. 


WarrLeg H. Proxuam. nominated by 
President Cleveland for justice of the 
Supreme Court, may not be confirmed by 
the Senate, owing to the opposition of the 
New York machine politicians, represented 
by Senators Hill and Murphy. 


As oNx result of the terrible accident | 
week before last on the Delaware, Lacka- 
wanna & Western railroad, in which thir- 
teen persons lost their lives, a block signal 
system will be put in as quickly as the 
work can be done. : 


ASEvERE blizzard prevailed in Oklahoma 
and other parts of the middle west, and 
also in the northwest, last week. New 
York received a fall of five inches of snow, 
and had some moderately cold weather, 
although the mercury ‘kept away above 
Zero. 


Tax Democratic caucus voted to make 
the income tax bill a part of the Wilson 
tariff measure. "Theoooler-headed friends. 
of these bills think that this action puts 
both in extreme peril. in the Senate 
surely, if not in the House. The final 
vote is to be taken on Thursday of this: 
week, after we go to press. 


Tur court of appeals of New York affirms 
the decision of Justice Williams of the 
supreme court, declaring unconstitutional 
the law allowing women to vote for school 
commissioners, All the judges join in the 
decision. The case grew out of the can- 
collation of the name of Matilda Joslyn 
Gage from the registrv list of the thir.l 
election district of Manlius, Onondaga 
county. The judges say: '*A constitu-. 
tional convention may take away the bar- 
rier which excludes the claimed right of 
the appellant, but until that is done we 
must enforce the law as it is written.” 


. A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 
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READY TO SWALLOW ANYTHING-CHRISTIAN BIRDS FEEDING THEIR YOUNG, 


TO NEW READERS OF THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


We send this issue of The Truth Seeker to a great many Liberals who are not subscribers, with an earnest invitation to them 
to become such, and thereby help along the Liberal cause. 

We would also respectfully call their attention to the many points of excellence of the Paper. 

Tue TnorH Seexer is the Largest Freethought Journal in the World. 

The Cartoons of Heston appear each week, and each picture is worth the cost of the paper a year §to one who appreci 
ates plain and telling arguments against ecclesiasticism. 

Tae TRUTH SEEKER constantly prints the most varied and entertaining Selection of Original Papers of any Liberal Journal 
Its Contributors are all the noted Liberals of the country. All that Col. R. G. Ingersoll gives to the Public can be found 
in Tae Truta SEEKER, and that Poet of Freethought, Samuel P. Putnam, writes more for its columns than for any other. The 
Liberal speakers send us accounts of their journeys, and the best writers of Freethought freely devote their services to the 
cause of Liberalism through the colums of THE TnurH Serger. Charles Watts, perhaps the greatest Debater of our time, cer- 
tainly the foremost Secular orator of England, will send us monthly letters from England with all the news of’ our movement there 
and such reflections and pertinent observations as will surely make every English Secularist living in this country and Canada want te 
read Taz Truta Seeker. George. E. Macdonald, one of the rarest combinations of humorist, satirist, philosopher, logician, has been 
engaged to write regularly for our columns. As the “Man With the Badge Pin,” he is known to nearly all the Liberals of the country 
and we are willing to make him known to more. f l 

Tur Trura SErKER gives all the news of Freethought, and is always on Guard Against the Encroachments of Ecclesiastics 
upon the People’s Liberties. 

Tue TRUTH Seeker is devoted to the defense of Mental Liberty, of American Institutions, and the Preservation of 
the United States Constitution, so far as regards religious tests and the maintenance of human rights. It advocates the aboli- 
tion of all laws based on religion or religious observances. It demands the taxation of church property. It is uncompromis- 
ingly opposed to anything tending toward a union of church and state, either in name or in fact. | 

The Sunday Question is now to the front all over the country. On that Taz Trura SxEKER will voice the demands of 
the Liberal minded men and women of the country, and nowhere else will the rights of the people as against Puritanism be 
found so sturdily defended. 

To sum it up, Tue TaurH SEEKER is the biggest, best, and bravest Freethought journal in the world, and if you are a Liberal 
or Freethinker, you want it and ought to take it. We appeal also to fair-minded Christians to hear our side and then decide, 
Bigots and fanatics, we suppose, wouldn't take it on any terms. 

l SEE OUR PREMIUM OFFER FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS on the second and third pages. Take advantage of one of 
these offers, or send $3 for a Year's subscription, or $1 for four months’ trial. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 


HOW TO GET 


|FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 


OF FREETHOUGHT - 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for | | Ó 


Tt will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. . 
It wil reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. a . MY . 
Tt will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


* Four Hundred Years of Freethought" will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. i 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
l In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION. 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 

y The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philo.ophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. Government and Politics, , Woman’s Emancipation. 


Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza, Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. - . Spencer. Burns. Emerson. : Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. ` | Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. - Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


‘in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 


&t Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 


local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 


throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

L. K. Washburn, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Ernest Mendum, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Charles Watts, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 


Horace Seaver, Susan H. Wixon, 


J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


Samuel P. Putnam, 
John E. Remsburg, 
Franklin Steiner, 


T. €. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
shouldbe remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


"ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be moss interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. l 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


s 

and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON'T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

* This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages or Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wid be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 

This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 


Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tue 
Truru Sxzxkxa, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all, and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 

And further, to aid our friends in 


getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 


To the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF IMS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


.| Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


W, S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 

miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
ien HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old Testament 
Stories Gomically Illustrated," or W. S. Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express. 


This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tuz TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

lt ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. : 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advance..........0...ecsceees. 

One subscription two years, in advance Los Ma 

Two new subsoribers.........ciceeeceeeeeeeseeee ee eene sete : 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 

One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
Pr mcr enc * 00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. i 


Money should bde sent by express company’s money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-oftoe 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Larayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt rsnew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $6.50 we will send Taz Teura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 

For $5 we will send "Tug Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and «Paine's Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
pieture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chieago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we wil send Tax Teura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. © 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura Szzxer one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Teura Sezxzr one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Teura SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tux Terura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


This Calls for Watching and Work. 


A dispatch from Washington, D. C., dated Jan. 
29th, states that Congressman Morse, of Massachu- 
setts, one of the men who, in Congress, was most 
influential in securing the adoption of the Sunday 
closing provision in the World’s Fair appropriation 
bill, has given notice that he will soon urge his 
God-in-the-Constitution resolution, now in the 
hands of the House judiciary committee. This 
resolution calls for an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion. In an interview Mr. Morse said that it was 
80 framed as to be acceptable to all divisions of 
the church—Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant. He 
thinks that if adopted by Congress, there will be no 
trouble in securing the ratification of the amend- 
ment by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
states. Such ratification he characterizes as a 
“formality,” and adds that it “would be quickly 
complied with, as the Christian element in the va- 
rious states has a controling influence." Evi- 
dently he thinks that the Christian churches are 
ripe for a union of church and state. We are told 
by him that “the present movement was inaugu- 
rated by influential gentlemen, principally of Balti- 
more.” Furthermore, he thinks that the Jews will 
not object to the clause relating to King Jesus, 
“as the divinity of Christ is referred to in daily 
public school exercises and in the opening prayers 
of the Senate and House.” And no doubt he also 
holds that Freethinkers should not object, and for 
the same reason. In other words, as we hav sub- 
mitted to the violation of the Constitution in the 
interest of the church, we certainly cannot be so 
unreasonable as to object to its amendment in the 
same interest. 

Another note of warning comes from the Capital. 
As previously announced, Rev. H. H. George, rep- 
resenting the National Reform Association, is now 
in Washington. In the last number of the Chris- 
tian Statesman that has come to hand Mr. George, 
enumerating various national “reforms” which 
should be at once pushed in Congress, names the 
“Christian amendment to the Constitution” as 
first in the order of importance. There can be 


little doubt that he was at that time cognizant of 


the Morse resolution and that his frantic calls for 
money had especial reference to the propaganda in 
behalf of the amendment. Earlier in the legislativ 
season it had seemed probable that the theocrats 
would first concentrate their energies on the pro- 
posed national Sunday laws, or, at least, a law 
against Sunday mails. But from present indica- 
tions they intend to press the amendment first, 
knowing that if they can get that they hav every- 
thing else they want, for of course the greater in- 
cludes the less. 

The Freethinkers must act at once. In the 
present condition of affairs it will never do to be 
unrepresented at Washington. It is the poorest 
sort of economy which leaves all the gates open 
there, all the defenses down. We should hav a per- 
manent bureau in that city. But if this is not yet pos- 
sible some cool-headed, well-informed, courageous, 
aggressiv Freethinker should remain on guard dur- 
ing the sessionsof Congress. And two orthree would 
be very much better than one. We are of all peo- 
ple the most foolish if we disregard the repeated 


warnings we hav received and neglect to take every 
possible precaution in the face of such imminent 
peril. We all know what the church has done when - 
she has been invested with political power, and 
what she has done she will do. This is not the 
hour for talk to Freethinkers, but it és the hour for 
talk by Freethinkers to the lawmakers in Washing- 
ton. Are we going to do now what should be done 
or are we going to wait, as we did in the case of the 
World’s Fair, until after the mischief is accom- 
plished? And do not forget that if we do sleep on. 
in fancied security until the enemy has spiked our 
last gun of defense—the Constitution—we shall hav 
no Chicago Local Directory to nullify the enemy’s 
victory. With God once snugly ensconced in the 
Constitution, we are absolutely at the mercy of a 
theological organization that has never known 
mercy and never will while it grasps the scepter. 

Freethinkers! How much do you want the 
church kept out of the Constitution and laws? 
And shall we not hav some one at once to represent 
us in Washington? 


Another Protestant Treasonable Society. 


There is in this country a Protestant organiza- 
tion calling itself the “Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics.” It appears to hav a degree 
or auxiliary known as the “ D. of A.,” which means, 
we believe, the “Daughters of America.” It ap- 
pears that its fifth object is to secure the reading 
of the Bible in the public schools. A friend has 
sent us a copy of one of the official organs of the 
Junior Order of United American Mechanics. In 
it we find a communication from a very innocent 
teacher in the common schools. Here are some 
choice excerpts from her letter: 

“ Please allow me to say a few words regarding one of 
the important objects of our order; indeed, to my 
mind the most important, for on that one depends all the 
rest. If the ‘reading of the holy Bible’ is not upheld in 
our public schools, if the mind only is to be developed 
and the heart left to take care of itself, one-half of our 
labor is lost. Is the Bible being read in the pub- 
lio schools? If not, why not? I hav been making in- 
quiries, and find that not more than one-fourth the teach- 
ers here in Canton read the Bible in school. I will con- 
fess that it is only since I became a member of the 
Daughters of America that I read the Bible to my 
school. Most of the teachers open the sersion with the 
Lord's prayer. One I know of has each pupil commit a 
verse and repeat it the next morning, and some hay 
nothing at all.” 

From which we learn that, in the opinion of this 
Daughter of America, the demand for the reading of 
the Bible in the schools is the most important plank 
in the platform of the Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics. Quite likely this is true. At 
all events it is one which we can enthusiastically 
antagonize. We do pity “the heart that is left to 
take care of itself,” uncheered by the narrative of 
the slaughter of the Amalekites and Midianites, the 
story of Lot and his daughters, and the ravings of 
the writer of Revelations. The Junior Order of 
United American Mechanics has already done some 
mischief, for it has been the means of getting at 
least one teacher to disobey the United States Consti- 
tution by reading the Bible in her school. Most of 
the teachers in the Canton schools open with the 
Lord’s prayer and one-fourth read from the Bible. 
Where are the Freethinkers of Canton? 

“Some make the excuse that we hav pupils in our 
sehools whose parents do not believe, some in the Old, 
some in the New Testament. That may be true; all the 
more reason that the pupil should know about both. 
Others will say that Catholics employed in our schools as 
teachers will not read the Bible. That can easily be : 


S4 


remedied. They certainly will not if we do not. But 
when I was a pupil in school J had a teacher who was & 
Catholic, and she read the Bible to us every morning.” 

That is rich! Parents, it seems, hav no right to 
a voice in the religious training of their children. 
Did this teacher never hear of religious liberty? 
Does she not know that she, a teacher employed by 
the state, has no business to force her religious opin- 
ions upon the children of patrons who differ from 
her? The utterances of this “instructor” force the 
conviction upon us that no person is qualified for 
the position of teacher in the public schools who 
has not passed a rigid examination in civil govern- 
ment. Teachers should be thoroughly familiar with 
the Constitution, understanding and accepting the 
principle of total separation of church and state. 
It makes no difference about their personal beliefs, 
but those beliefs must not be intruded in the com- 
mon schools. The Bible-in-the-school question 
would not be nearly so difficult a problem as it is 
were it not for these chits of girls who begin to 
teach before they hav learned to think, and who are 
- completely under the influence of the Sunday- 
school and church. Almost invariably in the case 
of a fight over the reading of the Bible in school it 
comes out that the teacher has insisted upon this 
unlawful performance against the protests of some 
of the patrons of the school. Every such teacher 
should be admonished once, and reasoned with, and 
then, if the offense is repeated, be peremptorily 
dismissed. They should be made to keenly realize 
that the constitutional guarantee which secures to 
them perfect liberty of worship is equally protectiv 
of the right to worship in a different way or not to 
worship of those whose beliefs differ from theirs. 
They must be brought to sense, what should be the 
self-evident fact, that parents are the natural guard- 
ians of their children, and that, consequently, school 
teachers hav neither the right nor lawful authority 
to instill into the minds of children religious no- 
tions not acceptable to the parents. 

The last paragraph we hav quoted mentions the 
fact that the Catholic teacher read the Bible—pre- 
sumably the Protestant version—to her pupils. 
This is not surprising. Those people who insist 
upon religious instruction in school will usually 
take a half-loaf when they cannot get the whole 
one. Both Catholic and Protestant hate unsectarian 
instruction, and if they cannot separately get what 
they want they will combine their forces to seize 
what they can. 


Wanted—New Subscribers. 


We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Taz Trura Seeker. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tue Trora SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he ean to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: * They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 


and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press wil] be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers ard single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taz Truru Szrkgg. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


** Deposit your treasure in the bank of heaven. It will 
be there when you need it.” Pious Paragrapher. 


Maybe, but will the depositor be there? 


‘The sweetest words in the English language are 
Mother, Home, and Heaven.”—A Christian. 


It is moved that the resolution be amended by 
substituting Babe for “Heaven” in the last line. 


San Francisco Public Opinion says that a man 
who wil vote against his brother for the highest 
office in the gift of the people cannot be an honest 
man. This is according to the gospel of arrant 
humbug. 


—-— VQ ———— 

When Christian editors and preachers universally 
denounce a popular writer as “immoral” or 
“filthy” it’s dollars to cents that they mean 
“heretical.”  Examin and see for yourselvs if this 
is not the fact. 


** Tf God does not mean what he says, will some one 
please tell us what he does mean?"—Zeligious Hu- 
morist. 


Yes, in this case, for instance: 


** For I hav seen God face to face, and my life is pre- 
served " (Gen. xxxii, 30). 
** No man hath seen God at any time” (John i, 18). 


** Let Jesus be a full partner in all your plans, and suc- 
cess is yours. "— Christian Paper. 


Couldn't think of doing it. He would giv away 
the seed wheat of the firm to the first tramp who 
should come along and steal a chicken. Remember 
the advice he gave about coats and cloaks? Don’t 


you suppose he would practice what he preached? 
—iüpe— 


Prince Krapotkin, in a recentlecture on “Savages 
and Barbarians,” said that it was an erroneous 
supposition that savages without religion were 
without morality. He said that even missionaries 
testified that they loved their children, were kind 
to the weak and aged, while they kept their mar- 
riage laws better than Europeans. 


Rev. Dr. Mills, writing in the Nineteenth Century, 
says that it “pleased the divine power to reveal 


| delivered.” 
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some of the most important articles of our Catholic 
creed to Zoroaster, and thence to the Jews and our- 
selvs. Ah! so the Catholic religion is largely a 
seeond-hand revelation after all, that is, not a reve- 
lation? Thank you. 


og ss 

Edward Dunbar, once a noted evangelist and 
author of the hymn, “ There's a Light in the Win- 
dow for Thee, Brother,” died last month in the 
Coffeyville, Kan., jail, where he had applied for 
lodgings as a tramp, says a press dispatch.  Evi- 
dently his parents were bad people, for the Bible 
declares that “the seed of the righteous shall be 


— áp —— 

***Wouldn't it be fun,’ says Joe Howard, ‘to hear 
Moses talk about Colonel Ingersoll!’ It would, indeed. 
Meanwhile Father Lambert has talked for Moses, and 
there has been a lot of fun.”—Catholic Union and 
Times. 

And then B. W. Lacy and Charles Watts talked 
about Father Lambert, and there was a “heap” . 
more hilarity, but it was not on the priest’s side of 
the fence. 


“Sin dug the first grave, and it will dig the last 
one,” says a religious paper. Don’t you know that 
that story about the “sin” of Eve bringing death 
into the world was a “ fake ” of an old-time reporter 
who picked the particulars off a grapevine receiver? 
Death is a natural event. Conception, birth, 
growth, maturity, decay, death. Thatis the regu- 


lar order. Stop talking nonsense. 
i 


That aggressiv Liberal, E. P. Peacock, 143 and 
145 South Clinton street, Chicago, is preparing, 
printing at his own expense, and distributing some 
splendid leaflets. The work is more than creditable 
typographically, and the subject matter is excellent. 
Would that thousands could and would do likewise 
in city, town, and village. This well-directed local 
work is of vital importance. Help all you can. 


Geo. E. Macdonald’s “Thumbscrew and Rack” 
is ready for delivery. We hav made preparations to 
fill à multitude of orders for this graphic picture of 
the loving work of Holy Mother Church. The 
pamphlet is copiously illustrated and retails for 
ten cents. Twelve copies for $1. To. whoever 
wants one hundred copies to giv away we will make 
special rates. Dealers will find this a splendid 


seller. 
———————— QM—————— 


The Christian Inquirer objects to the phrase, «a 
reign of law.” It says that what is meant is “reign 
according to law.” Presumably the Inquirer 
thinks that God is a constitutional monarch whose 
business it is to administer the organic law of the 
universe. He is no longer anterior to and above 
the law, it would appear, even in the estimation of 
this Christian editor. That is so much gained. 
Nevertheless we prefer “a reign of law." 


In Susquehanna, Pa, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Larkin celebrated their golden wedding. Among 
the grandchildren present was little five-year-old 
Mary Edwards, her grandfather’s favorit. While 
kissing and caressing each other one of her golden 
hairs got into his throat, causing severe coughing, 
which ruptured a blood vessel and he died instantly. 
His wife swooned and is not expected to recover 


|from the shock. Had the merciful and loving God 


failed to number that fatal hair ? 


* The word of God is to man what the rails are 
to the locomotiv,” remarks a Christian. That is, 
something for man to travel on, we suppose you 
mean. But in a few years the locomotiv, etc., wear 
put the rails and new ones hav to be put down. 
Just so your old T rail word of God is worn out 
and we are putting down the new heavy steel rails 
of science, and we shall replace them from time to 
time as necessity requires. Thank you for the 
illustration, or whatever you call it. 

e — 

Eve Blantyre Simpson, daughter of Sir James 
Young Simpson, has been making publie some of 
the experiences of her father in introducing chloro- 
form in 1847. The theologians were greatly scan- 
dalized. As God had deliberately condemned 


“women to suffer in parturition, it was considered 
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impious to do anything to nullify that. benig: 
cree. One minister declared that chloroform was 
“a decoy of Satan, apparently Offering itself to 
bless woman, but in the end it will harden secretly, 
and rob God of the deepest cries which arise in the 
time of trouble for help.” Poor, despoiled God! 
What a pity it would be if he should be deprived 
of some notes of his daily serenade of agony! 


Comptroller Fitch, of this city, in a letter to 
Judge Daly thus slyly pokes fun at an official fetich: 
‘When I took possession of my desk in the comp- 


troller’s office I found in use there the Bible which 
accompanies this letter. The conviction has grown upon 


me day by day that nothing can be more improper than: 


the possession by the financial officer of the city of stolen 
property; that to hold possession of a stolen Bible was 
particularly sinful, and that to administer oaths upon it 
was the hight of hypocrisy. Partly on account of these 
conscientious scruples, and partly because I hav been 
presented with a new Bible of much superior appearance, 
I beg to return to the possession of the Court of Common 
Pleas the book which some predecessor of mine probably 
carried away in his pocket from that court.” . o 


Is it not about time New York banished this idol 
worship from her court-rooms and offices ? 


The sore need of cash compels us to ask our 
friends to renew their subscriptions to Taz TRUTH 
The 
hav hit us, but we must crawl 
through them somehow, and we turn with con- 


SEEKER at the earliest convenient moment. 


*hard times” 


fidence to our readers. The amounts in individual 


cases are small and easy to pay, but the aggregate 
is large and we must hav it to meet expenses. We 
hav made such a combination of books and paper 
that everyone can get a get a good deal more than 
his money’s worth, and attention is called to these 
offers. Purchasing books will help us also. But 
please renew your subscription now. We need it. 
ae ee ee Se 

Jules Simon asserts that 

** God and nature hav given us a trinity of good influ- 
ences—three patrons of youth: The priest, the teacher, 
and the mother. The priest speaks in the name of God, 


the teacher in the name of reason, and the mother in the 
name of nature.” 


The priest’s credentials hav not been verified; he 
says he represents God; that is all we know about 
it. If he does, God is desperately short of material 
for ambassadors, for the priest fights as long as he 
can against every new thought of the teacher's. 
Besides, he does all within his power to keep the 
teacher from speaking in the name of reason the 
message of reason, and to shut the eyes of the 
mother to the most important truths of nature. 
The priest is a marplot; he is behind every move- 
ment in favor of ignorance. 


“A flapjack to every worshiper cooked while you 
pray—that is what we are coming to,” said an 
evangelical minister of Boston, as reported by the 
Herald of that city. The minister was inveighing 
against the church kitchen, which is likely to soon 
become a greater power than the pulpit. The 
Ruggles Street Baptist church of Boston givs 
monthly sociables, at which each person chips in 
ten cents for dinner expenses; each Saturday 
classes of girls are in this church taught to cook; 
there are over thirteen hundred in the Sunday 
school alone. “The South Congregationalist in 
Back Bay, one of the swellest in the city, has the 
most elegantly appointed kitchen” in the Hub. 
Verily, Jesus was mistaken ; his kingdom és of this 
world, and his throne is set up in the conventicle 
kitchen. 


MUNERE URN 

At Lyons + lains, Conn., a prominent member of 
Emanuel church secured four converts by hard 
work, and prepared them for confirmation, but 
when he got them into the church on the day set 
apart for the ceremony he arose and declared that 
because of their worldliness and wickedness they 
were not fit to be accepted. The astonished young 
men left the building, but waited outside, and when 
their erstwhile instructor -and  was-to-hav-been 
sponsor came out they took the liberty to giv him a 
good whipping, and insisted that he should promis 


n de- | to never again meddle with church matters. And 


now his pastor declares that he must leave the 
church instanter and threatens to resign in the 
event of his failure to obey. Was it Jesus who 


said something about forgiving seventy and seven 
times ? 


*** Wanted—New subscribers.—Tax TaurR SERKER.' 

“This is a long-felt want on the part of this Infidel 
little sheet. May it continue! Unbelief is the withering 
winter of the soul. It darkens the sky of hope, robs life 
of its highest consolations and shrouds the tomb with im- 
penetrable gloom. It is a crime to humanity to spread 
such a blight.”—Catholic Union and Times. 


A “crime” against humanity to advocate Free- 
thought? No doubt you think so, and if your 
church had the power it possessed when the world 
knew less than it does now it would make intellect- 
ual opposition to creedism a legal oftense, punish- 
able with torture and death. We remember what 
your church once did and we do not forget that it is 
your boast that TRE OHUROH NEVER CHANGES! Spare us 
your jeremiads about the coldness and gloom and 
misery of unbelief. We know the whole story. We 
hav no use for the “consolations” of a religion 
which . give humanity an inquisition here and 
promises nine-tenths of the race an eternal hell 
hereafter. 


Three Church of England clergymen hav recently 
joined the Roman Catholic church. Among other 
recent converts to Rome are F. Anstey, of Punch, 
Marion Crawford, Miss Braddon, T. Fisher Urwin, 
Dr. Berdoe, and Dr. Maitland King. So we learn 
from the Freethinker. With Rome on one side 
and Freethought on the other Protestantism in 
England is in danger of becoming bankrupt, but 
she will hav no trouble in finding two receivers. 
Since writing these lines we hav read a summary of 
an article written for the Religious Review of Re- 
views by the Rev. Compton Reade, rector of Ren- 
chester, England, in which he treats at length of 
“The Agnostic Wave.” He has expressed our 
thought in very similar language. Speaking of the 
Anglican church and of the Dissenters, he says: 
* À house divided against itself must fall; and, as 
Disraeli prophesied, the church’s residuary legatee 
will be Rome; her chief bénéficiaire, Agnosticism.” 


Dr. Fulton’s paper, the Philadelphia Church 
Standard, has been discussing, editorially and by 
correspondents, the question, “Why don’t men go 
to church?” One correspondent says that he thinks 
that if there were heterodox or Liberal churches 
men would crowd into them. To this Rev. Edwin 
C. Bolles replies that there are six liberal churches 
(besides Professor Adler’s Society of Ethical Cult- 
ure) situated between Twentieth street and Harlem 
in New York. Mr. Bolles has looked several times 
into some of these latitudinarian churches, and each 
time found only a handful of men, while in the same 
district are numerous churches “in which the old- 
fashioned gospel is preached Sunday after Sunday 
to crowds of men who outnumber the women.” 
This is encouraging. We should indeed hav hoped 
that men who had outgrown the desire for the 
“old-fashioned gospel" would be restless under the 
droppings of the 'alf-an'"alf pulpits, in which is 
preached a religion that is amiable but illogical, a 
religion which is called by the name of Christianity, 
but the resemblance of which to genuin Chris- 
tianity ends right there. 


The Voice thinks that Jesus did not make the 
kind of wine that is used to-day. Neither do we; 
he did not make any, at least, not miraculously. 
But that the wine of the Old and New Testament 
times was of the ordinary, intoxicating brand, there 
can be no doubt. The context proves it conclu- 
sivly. Take the alleged miracle at the marriage 
feast. ‘When the ruler of the feast” had tasted 
the water-wine he called the bridegroom, and said: 

“Every man at the beginning doth set forth good 
wine; and when men hav well drunk, then that which is 
worse, but thou hast kept the good wine until now.” 

If * wine" means only the unfermented juice of 
the grape, why this talk about men being “ well 
drunk” before the poorer wine was given them? 
But if “wine” means an intoxicating drink, then it 

‘is easily understood why the poor wine was usually 
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reserved for the later part of the feast, when the 
drinkers would be too muddled to distinguish be- 
tween poor wine and good. For proof that the wine. 
of those times was intoxicating, see Gen. ix, 21-25; 
Gen. xix, 81-36; Lev. x, 9-11; J udges ix, 13; 1 Sam. 
i 18, 14; 1 Sam. xxv, 36, 37; Psa. lxxviii, 65; Isa. 
xlix, 26; Acts ii, 13, and hundreds of other places 
where Bible writers hav associated wine with drunk- 
enness. Be honest, Mr. Funk. 


The Zndependent, commenting upon the present 
movement for the reunion of the Northern and 
Southern divisions of the Presbyterian churoh, 
after touching upon the negro bone of contention, 
SAyB: 

t‘ The smell of higher criticism has hardly touched the 
garments of the Southern church; and its members wish 
no union with the Northern church until it also is clean 
of this matter. In the Northern church, on the other 
hand, there is an extreme conservativ party who are 


‘anxious for union with the South to increase their own 


strength, while there is likewise a liberal party, for a cor- 
responding reason, opposed to it. We hav, then, the 
curious phenomenon of the men who call themselvs con- 
servativ favoring a broader union, and the men who call 
themselvs liberal opposing it. As things stand, there is 
not the slightest likelihood of the liberals being driven 
out of the Northern church. The only chance of expel- 
ling them is by union with the Southorn.” 

We are then to understand that the Presbyterian 
church of the North will no longer attempt to drive 
out of her ranks the ministers of advanced ideas. 
Then it becomes only a question of time when the 
entire body will leave behind the ancient landmarks. 
But will the church hav the courage and honesty to 
repudiate the Presbyterian name, after it has aban- 
doned the Presbyterian creed? We see nothing 
“curious” in conservativs favoring a ** broader 
union” and radicals opposing it. Such a “phenom- 
enon” is common. Generally, radicals are bright 
enough to see that “ broader union” will bury them 
under a mass of conservatism where they will be 
powerless. Such union and uniformity are always 
dangerous. They almost invariably smother dis- 
sent and impede progress. They are the deadliest 
dangers that threaten us to-day. 


SS se te DNE 

This is an incident of one of the series of revival 
meetings in Brooklyn, as reported in the New York 
Times: 

** ‘Now,’ said Mr. Dixon, his voice unsteady, the tears 
welling from his eyes, while many children sobbed and 
the eyes of older people were moist, ‘let all who love 
Jesus and who were converted before they were fifteen 
years of age arise.’ By far the greater portion of the 
congregation arose. Many of them were young girls and 
children, but there were many men and women on whose 
heads the sorrow of many winters had fallen. ‘Now, 
those who were converted between the ages of fifteen and 
twenty-five,’ said Dr. Dixon, and many men arose. 
‘Now, those who received Christ after they were fifty 
years of age.’ To this invitation not more than a dozen 
people responded.” 

Probably not a person whose reasoning faculties 
are developed above that of the average man has 
been converted in these Brooklyn meetings. The 
children ar» raked in and, as the foregoing shows, 
the bulk of church membership is made up of those 
who were vaccinated with the theological virus be- 
fore they had reached manhood and womanhood, 
before they were able to reason except as inex- 
perienced children. Their emotions were played 
upon; fear, unintelligent, sympathy, and suscepti- 
bility to the influence of the mysterious and the 
marvelous, dragged and pushed them into the 
church net. The Young People’s Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor is composed of these children and 
youth; and they are the “power behind the throne” 
in securing Sunday laws and other invasiv statutes. 
They will sign any petition which their pastors and 
superintendents put into their hands. These ‘June 
fillys” and their mates are our rulers in the realm 
of letters. They emasculate our literature, im- 
poverish our art, and make us the laughing-stock of 
the educated world. Everything is ordered with 
reference to their immature minds. Only in re- 
ligion are they deemed competent to choose for 
themselvs, and there presumably because religion is 
child's play, anyway. 


—ÀÀÀ 

The Truth Seeker Company has just printed a new de- 
scriptiv catalog of books published and sold at 28 Lafay- 
ette Place, New York. It will be sent free on application, 


Ua 
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Gommuntcations. 


The Puck Planet. 


How it happened that the dominie and I got to 
talking has no relevancy to the subject; the fact is 
that we were talking, and about the various needs 
of our municipality. 

He and I thoroughly agreed that a supply of pure 
water was greatly to be desired; we were a unit on 
the subject of the introduction of electric light, and 
quite unanimous that a system of. sewerage was es- 
sential to the health of the township. 

“Another thing,” said he, “we ought to hav a 
public library.” 

I assented, of course. 

“A library,” he continued, “that should be a 
credit to the place.” 

“ Certainly.” 

“From which all forms of so-called literature 
calculated to corrupt the mind of youths should be 
absolutely excluded.” 

* Of course.” 

Then, beguiled perhaps by my cordial acquiescence 
in these most admirable propositions, the excellent 
clergyman came down from principle, and began to 
tell seriatim just what sort of works he referred to 
—Huxley, Darwin, Herbert Spencer, and Ingersoll 
—above all, Ingersoll. 

I had gathered from my friend’s judicious re- 
marks as to our physical needs that he would be 
equally judicious as to our mental ones. I now per- 
ceived, much to my chagrin, for I hate to be foiled 
in a judgment of character, that I had gathered er- 
roneously. 

And I perceived also by a prescience I hav how 
useless argument would be in such a case. 

* Perhaps it might be well,” said I, suggestivly, 
«if the library could be wholly theological.” 

That proposition staggered even him. But he 
did not stay staggered long; from his point of view 
it was most alluring. 

“That, of all things," said he, “would be what I 
should most delight in—if it could be effected.” 

* If we could all pull together,” said I, “I think 
it might be. We could make a collection.” 

“ Of standard works?” 

“Yes, of all the literature on the subject.” 

* What a grand idea!” s 

«It is; all the Bible commentaries.” 

“Yes.” 

* All the works of the fathers of the church.” 

* Yes, yes.” 

* Evidences of Christianity.” 

« Yes, indeed.” 

“ Volumes of sermons.” 

* Of course.” 

** Works on predestination and free will.” 

* Certainly.” 

* And on baptism.” 

“ Yos.” 

“And communion.” i 

* Yes, all these; in short, all that vast body of 
learning, critical, doctrinal, and homiletical, which 
has come down to us from the early days of the 
church militant.” : 

* And when we hav made our collection," gaid I, 
“the next thing will be to erect a big building.” 

“It ought to be a fine building," said my friend, 
unctuously; “a fit repository for such priceless 
treasures.” 

* Fine or not,” I continued, “it would certainly 
hav to be big.” í 

«True, quite true; the material is abundant." 

“Tt is.” 

* And the building ought to be proportionately 
large.” 

“Tt should.” 

“Tt ought to be fireproof—stone or brick.” 

* Oh, no; & wooden structure would be much 
the most suitable.” 

* It certainly would be cheaper.” 

** Yes, it would be; and after we get our collec- 
tion we must avoid as much further expense as pos- 
sible. Then when the building is completed we 
must engage a man.” . 

* Oh, of course, for a librarian, you mean ?" 

“No, not exactly, either a man or a boy; perhaps 
a stout boy would do—a boy stout enough to carry 
a lot of shavings.” 

* Shavings !” 

*' Yes and enough kindling to start with, and 
perhaps a can of kerosene, and enough wit to pile 
'em up to the windward of the building, and the 
first time a brisk breeze was blowing to strike a 
match and burn up the whole thing—there! that’s 
my idea of the best use to put your theological 
library.” 

It took some little time for this idea to percolate 
through the interstices of the clergyman’s faculties 


robbery, warned every member of the city council 
to vote for the measure.if he wanted his political 
head cut off at the next election... As a result, the 
bill received but two votes and they were cast by 
two Catholic aldermen. At one time the majority 
of the council were Catholics, and there were two 
Catholic judges on the bench in Des Moines. Were 
‘this so now it would require a hard-fought battle to 
defend the laws of the state against the tools of Mr. 
Pecci: 

The American Protectiv Association contains 
some things that I cannot indorse, though it is 
doing a great work to preserve our institutions 
against Romish influence. I am told that members 
must take an oath on the Bible. This I would never 
do. There is also good reason to believe that in 
many places it works in the interest of the Protest- 
tant churches. I hav been told by members of the 
organization that preachers hav tried to use the 
order to place Protestaniism in the position that 
Rome aspires to. Where this is the case, no Free- 
thinker can consistently connect himself with 
it, whatever it may do to impede the progress 
of Catholicism. We will not assist to down one 
| church that another may be raised up in its place. 

The Des Moines ministers hav been preaching a 
crusade against gambling. None of them, to my 
knowledge, took as their text such passages as 
«Unto every one which hath shall be given, and 
from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be 
taken away from him.” (Luke xix, 28; Matt. xiii, 
12.) The Rev. Dr. Sooy, of the Methodist church 
is reported to hav said to the Rev. H. O. Breeden 
that on account of the great vice of gambling, and 
particularly the **niekel-in-the-slot" machines for 
winning cigars, his church collections were falling 
off. Evidently a large portion of the Des Moines 
gamblers are Methodists, judging from the rever- 
end’s assertion. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


till it fetched up, where all ideas ought, in his 
reason. 

. Then it would hav surprised you to observe how 
grieved and shocked he looked; yes, and how puz- 
zled, too. And when he sighed, and asked me to 
tell him the exact nature of my doubts, and I 
answered that I hadn't any doubts, he was more 
grieved and more puzzled than ever. I don’t sup- 
pose he had ever met a Christian of exactly my sort: 
before. It was like an amateur entomologist with 
an entirely fresh specimen; he couldn’t classify me. 
A Christian with no doubts was a new bug to him. 
If it had been a question concerning Noah and his 
flood, or Elijah the Tishbite and his ravens, or bar- 
rels of meal, or bears, or Jonah and his whale, he 
might have arranged matters somehow. As it was 
he was staggered. 

There was a good deal more said, andI did my 
best to explain. Alas! the harm was all done. 
After what I had said explanations were quite futil. 

My wife says that last Sabbath he preached on a 
* personal devil,” and it wouldn't at all surprise me 
to learn that he meant me. I know when we meet 
casually he bows very frigidly. 

This seems very funny for a “professed” Chris- 
tian. Don’t it to you? As'I look at the matter, 
the worse man I was the more he ought to hav 
stuck to me, to drag me from the evil to come. ` 

If there is such a thing in the universe as a comic 
world—a Puck planet—I am convinced this earth is 
it. I can understand how one can hav an opinion, 
and stick to it stanchly; but, to profess cocksured- 
ness about what isn’t cocksure, passeth all my un- 
derstanding. 

There’s Dr. Briggs, for instance. Of course I 
respect him as I do any man who is in live earnest, 
and yet some of his ideas seem very curious to me. 
He is a genuin truth seeker, and yet professes to 
believe in “faith,” and “revelation,” and “ inspira- 
tion ;” but, when you come to analyze his “views,” 
it is faith with a percentage off, revelation with 
errors here and there, and inspiration with room 
for human guesses to piece out a divine scant 
pattern. 

I don’t know, of course, how this may strike you, 
but it seems very comical to me. 


News and Notes. 


Eaton, Ohio, is the first place I strike on this 
lecture trip. It is fifty-eight miles from Cincinnati, 
near the Indiana line. Quite a good campaign 
was inaugurated here. I gave three lectures in the 
opera house, and the audiences increased every 
night. There is a fine Liberal element in the com- 
munity, although it has never been developed in 
the direction of radical Freethought. There are 
over half a dozen churches to about two thousand 
inhabitants. Tworevivals were going on when I ar- 
rived. One was advertised with a large white banner: 
stretched alongside the court-house. A young girl 
about fifteen years old conducts the Methodist ser- 
vices. They say that she is quite successful. I 
shouldn’t wonder. She dresses neatly, looks 
pretty, talks nicely, and presents a very pleasant 
way for sinners to come to Jesus. The other re- 
vival is conducted by a man. He talks like an auc- 
tioneer, as if he were knocking down harps of gold. 
He gets in some good sense occasionally, however, 
and then again he is somewhat off. He has talks 
only to women, and then talks only to men. He 
gave the ladies suggestions as to how to manage 
husbands. One of the chief methods he said, was 
in three words, namely, “feed the brutes.” “He 
didn’t believe in playing cards, especially progres- 
giv eucher. It was not only asin but a crime, and if 
he had his way he would send every woman who 
played progressiv eucher to the penitentiary. for 
thirty days. 

I do not know whether I lost any attendants by 
the attractions of these revivals, but the audiences 
I had were very attentiv, although I did not hav 
crowded houses. Many heard for the first time the 
declaration of Freethought principles; and were 
quite surprised to find so much in them with which 
they could agree. 

This portion of the country has been quite a 
camping-grounc for the Universalists, and they hav 
done much to circulate Liberal ideas. On Sunday 
morning, January 28th, I attended the Universalist 
church, and quite enjoyed a sermon delivered by 
the Rev. C. C. Connor. He is not much hedged in 
by the old traditions. He is radical and a very 
interesting and well-equipped speaker. He is evi- 

ntly a student of the whole universe; and says 
something new every Sunday from a well-stored 
mind. His audiences are increasing. He has been 
at Eaton for only a few months. I had the pleas- 
ure of making his acquaintance at the bountiful 
and hospitable table of H. M. Young, who is one of 
the Liberal friends of this place. 

I had a very enjoyable time the whole of my 
sojourn; and things prospered so well that it is 
my purpose, in accordance with the wishes of 
friends, to visit Eaton again and push the work. 


Hunor Genone. 


. Some Random Jottings. 


The “torture chamber” was splendid. When we 
are asked, “ How has Christianity achieved its great 
power?" we can point to these instruments as one 
means; its distinctivly pagan doctrins another, and 
the ignorance of mankind still another. The fact 
that Christianity is great in numbers and wealth 
can be easily explained. Had it not been granted 
special privileges it would never hav been what it is. 
John Stuart Mill well says that “no reasonable 
person can doubt that Christianity might hav been 
extirpated in the Roman empire” (“On Liberty,” p. 
55). Tax its churches, giv it no more money from 
the state, abolish its monopolized Sabbath, and 
recognize it no more than you do Buddhism, and 
we will see how much longer it will prosper. 

Though Protestants cannot plead guiltless to the 
crime of persecution by means of these instruments 
of torture, nothing can be plainer than that the 
power which established the Spanish Inquisition is 
ever working its way into our republic and ever 
forming the most infamous plots. A case in point 
occurred lately in Davenport, Ia. Ex-priest Slat- 
tery went there to deliver a course of anti-Romanist 
lectures. The city has an ordinance compelling all 
traveling lecturers to pay the city a license when an 
admission fee is charged. Davenport is the resi- 
dence of Bishop Cosgrove, of the diocese of south- 
ern Iowa. The mayor of the town, a man named 
Volmer, “if it be lawful to call him a man,” seems 
to be a mere jumping-jack in the hands of the 
Catholic hierarchy. He refused to grant Mr. Slat- 
tery a license to lecture, giving as an excuse that 
his lectures would hav a bad moral effect! The 
newspapers say that this same Volmer licenses 
houses of prostitution and permits saloons to run 
in violation of state laws, yet lectures exposing the 
villainy of Roman Catholicism would be injurious 
to morality! A more flagrant infringement of free 
speech, coupled with the most brazen hypocrisy, is 
hard to be found. His act of petty tyranny, I am 
glad to say, was condemned by all fair-minded 
journals in the state; and it is not probable that 
the people will permit such a thing again. 

The Romish serpent is now trying to entwine 
itself around Des Moines, the capital of the state. 
A few weeks ago there was established in that city 
an institution for the furtherance of superstition 
called the “Mercy hospital.” Their first step was 
to apply to the city council for 2 donation, even if 
the constitution of Iowa does forbid appropriation} Messrs. F. R. Christman and H. C. Blackford 
of public funds for sectarian purposes. The Amer- | took hold of the matter of the lectures with gener- 
ican Protectiv Associations, hearing of the intended ous enthusiasm, and opened the way; and I feel 
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under great obligations to them for the cordial 
welcome whieh they made for me. 

Mr. J. Fleisch came all the way from West Flor- 
ence, about ten miles off, to attend every lecture; 
and Mr. Frank Seany, of Boston, Ind., traveled 
about fifteen miles; and I was pleased to meet with 
these earnest supporters of our cause, who, with 
Remsburg in other places, hav floated our Free- 
thought flag. 

Among other friends at Eaton are D. E. Stubbs, 
E. B. Harkrader, Levi Gould, C. B. Cohefair, Mr. 
and-Mrs. John Zeller, Chas. Brooke, M. L. Hold, 
A. B. Mayor, Judge Gilmore, Martin Early, Chas. 
P. Thum, David May, and Alf Denny. I must 
mention Jonas Foster, who is not exactly a Liberal, 
but is tending that way. He was formerly a 
Baptist minister, but did not harmonize. I recom- 
m^nded for his reading “ Religion a Curse,” etc. 

Rev. John Blackford, cousin of H. C. Blackford, 
has been Universalist clergyman here. He is quite 
Liberal, but it seems that Universalism runs in the 
family, for about four of that name are prominent 
in this Liberal Christian pulpit. Mr. Blackford 
remarked that in getting out of Calvinism into 
Rationalism we hav. to go through his * potato 
patch.” To which Mr. Fleisch replies: «Yes, but 
we don’t stay in that potato patch.” ‘We are just 
as much obliged, however, for the potato patch. 
May it flourish. 

I was quite charmed with Eaton. It is in the 
midst of a beautiful farming country. It is quiet; 
no manufactures here, but. it has a solid business 
aspect, and is as good a place for culture, progress, 
and Freethought as one can strike in many a day. 

Sunday afternoon, with good-bye to these live 
Liberal allies, I sped down to Cincinnati, and 
found everything in ship-shape order; the banners 
of Tus Taux Sxexer flying ; a full house and plenty 
of cheer. The Ohio Liberal Society goes right on- 
ward and upward. It has a larger hall than last 
year for its meetings, and it was crowded,. not- 
withstanding the somewhat drizzly weather. I 
lectured on * The Glory of Infidelity,” and after 
the lecture there was, as usual, a rattling discus-. 
sion, and theology and politics of all sorts were 
pretty thoroughly ventilated, the audience taking it 
in with zest; but the main drift was in favor of 
simon-pure Infidelity. Christians giv us the name; 
we take it and will make it glorious with new truths 
for the world. : 

.lam glad to see this Liberal society stil fore- 
most in the field. Geo. E. Light is now president 
. and Andrew Hogg secretary, and they hav a good 
body.guard for the advance. I am always encour- 
aged by the many ardent comrades whom I find 
here. It makes the Secular Pilgrim feel that “ this 
old world is growing brighter." Mr. and Mrs. E. 
P. Foster, editors of the Cincinnatian, work for 
industrial freedom along the lines of Freethought. 
They hav tried the church and found it lacking. 

Thus, with the anniversary of Thomas Paine, 
liberty advances, and hope shines, and golden to- 
morrows lure us on; for such great spirits hav not 
toiled in vain. SawvEL P. Purnam. 


What Is Money? 

. During the past few months there hav been pub- 
lished in Tar Teura Serxer several articles upon 
money—the most important question now before 
the people—in which, it seems to me, most of the 
writers were more intent upon airing their particu. 
lar ideas, liberally impregnated with the Christian 
sprit of “believe or be damned,” than actuated by 
a desire to instruct and explain. 

Our ideas upon the question of money and re- 
ligion, I insist, are obtained from the same source. 
A belief in a religion depends almost wholly upon 
the teaching, practice, influence, and training of the 
parents, whose instructions during our childhood 
tend to mold our pliant minds into the same chan- 
nel of thought and ideas as their own; and in later 
years, out of respect for them and their teachings, 
and no doubt a certain veneration for long estab- 
lished usage and time-honored customs, nine times 
out of ten we are apt to close our ears to any and 
-all suggested changes in what has become so 
firmly implanted in our being, and for so long been 
respected, revered, and implicitly bowed down to, 
that it is almost impossible for us to accept any 
innovations upon the heritage transmitted from our 
parents to us, as it has been from parent to child, 
generation after generation, from the earliest 
records of time down to the present. 

Hav not the advocates of a gold standard in like 
manner imbibed from the practice «nd instructions 
of their parents the idea that money must of neces- 
sity contain intrinsic value in itself? Hav not their 
early teachings so influenced, warped, and biased 
their minds as to make it almost impossible for 
them to see or be willing to accept any other than 
the old venerated and tim:-honored custom of 


“hard money,” and hard money only, through 
whose cruel and discriminating operation the la- 
borer of to-day gets barely enough to clothe and 
feed himself and family, the farmer loses on every 
bushel of wheat he sells, the planter’s cotton goes 
at a price below the cost of production, and every 
other branch of industry is in the most pitiable 


function consists simply in representing the value 
of an article sold and carrying it over to another, 


conveying from sale to purchase the value of the 


article sold. ; 
When stripped of the misrepresentations thrown 
about it by designing men, and the veil of obscurity 


enshrouding the minds of the people be dispelled, 
the “dark unfathomable” subject of money “too 
deep for the ordinary mind to grasp,” resolves itself 
into a simple token, emblem, or device, bearing the 
stamp or fiat of the government, imprinted upon 
gold, silver, paper, or other material issued for the 
convenience of her people to represent the value of 
the products of their labor or other values, bridging 
from value to value, from product to product, 
through all the money transactions of the nation, 
extending from the purchase of an empite by the 
government down to a stick of candy by the merest 
child within this wide domain, making it in fact as 
it is in name a land of equality, freedom, and inde- 


condition, besides the thousands that are starving 
throughout a country overflowing with food, and 
other thousands and tens of thousand willing hands 
seeking vainly for work, while at the same time 
these hard money advocates seem unable or un- 
willing to realize the fact that through this cruel, 
unfair, discriminating system, bankers and others 
dealing in and handling the money of the nation 
are meanwhile, through lately devised methods of 
corruption and fraud, growing rapidly richer, add- 
ing yearly to their millions, while the common 
people are led by them into the snares and pitfalls 
planned and laid with such infinit care, whereby 


they are, year after year, robbed of every oppor- 
tunity to obtain for themselvs an honest division of 
the fruits of their toil? Such are the conditions re- 
sulting almost entirely from an intentional lack of 


& sufficient circulating medium for the exchange of | 


the products of labor, brought about through the 
instrumentality and connivance of the money power 
of the world, regardless of the rights, the wants, or 


the necessities of the many. -| 


I wonder if these single standard advocates of 


gold alone, the money of ultimate redemption, hav 
ever thought to investigate and ascertain what per 
cent of the value of the indebtedness or obligations 
existing between the debtor and creditor would be 


saved to them through the intrinsic value contained 
in our gold coin should the United States govern- 


ment become hopelessly bankrupt. Would it be 


over two per cent? I assert that the gold in circu- 
lation does not equal five per cent of the total. If 
so, why in the name of all that is reasonable is not 
the whole circulation based directly upon the credit 
of the government? Why be dependent upon five 
per cent of our money, with its unceasing fluctua- 
tions, to regulate the other ninety-five? With so 
stable a government as ours I can see no necessity 
for piling ninety-five bricks upon five and those five 
be the money basis of the country, controlled and 
manipulated by the money interests; to expand or 
contract at their pleasure and to their individual 
profit, while to be a safe and solid structure each 
brick of the whole one hundred should rest squarely 
upon the solid foundation of our government’s 


‘credit, the same as her bonds do and as did the first 


issue of greenbacks—sixty millions—which led gold 
in all its flights of advance during the rebellion, 
and stood one-half of one per cent higher than gold 
at its highest record, and which issue was the only 
true greenback ever sent out by the government. 
All others were but poor, maimed, deformed, and 
decrepit bastards, denied and repudiated by their 
own parentage, and why not therefore be discred- 
ited, cuffed, kicked, and abused by others as might 
be expected until they had to beg from hand to 
hand for the meager recognition they received ? 

Without a stable government it would no doubt 
be necessary to exchange one article of value for 
another, just as the gold advocates insist we shall 
be compelled by law to barter a piece of gold of a 
legislated value for another article estimated of an 
equal value. But the unfairness and inconsistency 
of their demands is, that where they hav one such 
piece of gold they hav from twenty to fifty repre- 
sentativs of it, based upon this one, each represent- 
ativ being the equivalent of the original, and vill 
purchase just as much of the necessaries of life and 
go just as far in payment of debts, and yet should 
the government “go to smash” only the original 
would be of any value whatever. Doesn't it seem 
like a queer way of doing business in such an en- 
lightened country as we hav or claim to hav? 

Money is simply a convenience to go between an 
article sold and another bought or to be bought, 
and when issued by a stable government like ours 
has no more reason for being composed of gold or 
silver than has a bridge extending from shore to 
shore of a stream. We are supposed to hav out- 
lived the barbarous ages of barter and evoluted into 
one of civilization and enlightenment. But hav we? 
Is not the exchange of a piece of gold for another 
article of value just as clearly barter now as it was 
when practiced by the tribes that wandered over 
the plains of Shinar in the days of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob? 

In the matter of money we stand to-day just 
where our ancestors stood over three thousand years 
ago. Let us get out of these old ruts. Replace 
this senseless bartering business with something 
more in harmony with our advanced and. advancing 
civilization; & money with the stamp of the great 


United States of upon it, issued direct to the people 
in volume sufficient for their needs, whose duty or. 


pendence for all. 
Where's them fellers that’s a howlin’ that our dollars 


haint no good? 


Pint out one that wouldn't take'em, wouldn't steal 'em if 


he could! 


Ifour dollar's made o' leather, if it's made of brass or 


In, 
An’ it satisfies the mortgage, hain't it what we want ter win? 


If it bears the Yankee buzzard, an’ the mighty U, S. A., 
It's a legal coin o’ Freedom, an’ shed bev the right o! way. 
If our dollars buys us ev'rything the Yankees hev to sell, 
Let the dudes an 


cockneys git out, an’ in furrin countries 
dwell. 


If the English and the Proosians an’ the Roosians want 


our corn 


They will send ther gold ter buy it jest as sure as you are 
orn. 
Let us build & wall o' Chiney fer our honest home-made 


An we'll bust ther game o’ freeze-out, knook ther parties 


all to smash. 


We kin liv without a sea-trip, ther’s enough raised on the 


farm, 

An’ a leetle Yankee diet, boys, won't do a mite o' harm. 

When the other kickin’ nations see what home-made dol- 
lars dew, 

Bless yer heart, they'll come a runnin’ an’ they'll want 
ter win ’em too. . 

All this dratted, pesky panic is a sneakin’, holler sham, 

Raised by them who fer ther country never worked or 
keer'd a damn. 

If Uncle Sam coins money, hain't it by our own decree? 

S-u-r-e! an’ them’s the clinkers thet I laik—they’re good 
enough forme. Geo. M. Vickers, Boston Post. 


Denver, Col., Jan. 1, 1894. L. 


Intrinsic Value. 


Just a little- corner, Mr. Editor, to show the 
fallacy of intrinsic value. 

The government takes ten cents’ worth of copper 
and coins one hundred cents out of it, worth $1 in 
money. It takes twenty cents’ worth of nickel, 
and makes twenty five-cent pieces out of it—cash 
value $1. It takes fifty-three cents’ worth of silver, 
and converts it into ten dimes, which pass for $1. 
The dimes are seven per cent. light. 

Now, let us put these statements into another 
form, so that they will be understood and appreci- 
ated by all: 


Intrinsic value...copper, 10 cts. Money value, ............ $1 
$s ** nickel, 20 ots. DE HEP 3! 
ec « ,..Silver, 58 ots. s SE See iakenaiee $1 


Total intrinsic value......83 ots, Total money value....$8 

Difference between intrinsic value and money 
value, $2.17. Now, the hard-moneyites claim that 
all money which'has not intrinsic value must be re- 
deemed. But where on earth or in heaven or that 
other place can they go to get this difference ($2.17) 
between the bullion value and the money value 
redeemed. Everyone must know that this differ- 
ence has been blown into the bullion value by act 
of Congress. Yet no man has ever lost one cent 
by the arrangement. That it is a very awkward 
kind of money all must atimit, but it has caused a 
loss to no one. 

Now, if we can use a very awkward metallic 
money which has more than two-thirds of the value 
legislated into it, may we not use a more conven- 
ient material for money with the entire value legis- 
lated into it? There can be no doubt that Con- 
gress has the constitutional right to coin money. 
And as the Constitution does not prescribe the 
kind of material to be used on which to impress the 
money stamp of the government, must not the 
choice of material rest with Congress? 

Why should the governmant ignore an economic 
principle by using a costly material (gold and silver) 
for money, when a cheaper material (paper) will 
answer & far better purpose? 

Some claim that paper money would not be good 
unless there is gold and silver money to redeem it. 
But no one ever thought of getting the difference 
($2.17) between the bullion value and the money 
value redeemed, as shown above. 


When a man pays a debt with a paper dollar, is 
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it not redeemed? When he buys what he wants Í had been cured of that superstition. He was going 


with it or pays his taxes with it,is it not redeemed? 
More- 
over, the gold dollar will cost him twice as much 
This money would 
be issued on the faith and credit of the nation, the 
same basis upon which the bonds rest, and they are 
There is 
talk'of issuing bonds at low interest—three per 
Why not issue 
full legal tender paper money without interest? I 
If interest- 
bearing bonds are issued, they will drift into the 
hands of a few rich men just as sure as water will 


What more can he do with a gold dollar? 


and serve no better purpose. 


at a premium of twenty-five per cent. 
cent—to pay soldiers’ pensions. 


will guarantee the soldiers will take it. 


find the ocean. 


Why not pay the president and Congressmen and 
all the officers under the government with this kind 
Pay it out for building forts and war 
It is 
claimed that this money could not be used to pay 
for our foreign purchases and to settle our balances 
abroad. I am inclined to think that if the course 
which I hav mapped out should be pursued, our 
mines would furnish gold and silver enough to do 
all our business abroad, and at the same time insure 


of money ? 
vessels, and for all army and navy supplies. 


* tranquillity at home.” 


Then, instead of issuing money at one per cent 
to three or four thousand bankers, for the use of 
which the people are made to pay ten to fifteen per 
cent, issue it direct to the people at say two per 
cent, secured by long-time mortgages on real estate 


at half value. 
Could money rest on a safer foundation, or could 


the people be more faithfully or economically 


served? Who but a money loaner or & mortgage 
holder, or those who wish to reduce: the wealth 
producers of the country to a system of wage 
slavery, could object to such a money system ? 
Naples, N. Y. Joun Prox. 


Observations. 

The New York Sun, in animadverting upon the 
action of the House of Representativs in passing 
the Wilson tariff bill, inquires: 

What happens to a political party in the United States 
which makes definit pledges and thus secures offices, and 
then evades, ignores, or repudiates its promises? 

Presumably the promises here referred to are 
those contained in the platform of the dominant 
party; but has the Sun at any time believed that 
the mass of politicians make promises with the in- 
tention of keeping them? If their oath to support 
the Constitution is so disregarded by them as to 
admit of their voting to close the world’s Fair on 
Sunday, or of passing a Comstock law, what binding 
force can a set of resoluticns adopted at a political 
convention be expected to hav on their actions? 
The answer of the railroad conductor to the pas- 
sepger who desired to ride outside is still to the 
point: “Platforms are to get in on, not to stand 
on.” As for last year’s promises, everybody but 
the Sun has forgotten them. They are out of 
style at present; but the great political emporium 
will open up the next presidential season with a 
fresh and still more attractiv variety. The Sun 
should bear in mind that no party is in the House 
of Representativs. The occupants of that expensiv 
publie edifice are gentlemen who use the parties 
as means to procure themselvs a soft snap. We 
should always, when possible, hav an accurate 
statement of the facts before proceeding to ani- 
madvert. f 


The philanthropie George William Childs, pro- 
prietor of the Philadelphia Publie Ledger, is dead, 
and the people mourn their loss in sashcloth and 
axes. He made a good deal of money by specu- 
lating in other men’s brains; and after having sur- 
rounded himself with all that wealth could com- 
mand, he shook his superflux where it would jingle 
loudest in the ears of the world. In this way he 
advertised himself widely, and all his charities 
could be defended as investments. When Colonel 
Ingersoll visited Philadelphia a few years ago to 
deliver «n address, Mr. Childs took the trouble to 
order that no mention of the fact or report of the 
_ lecture should appear in the Zedger. That order 
and the illustrated window in Westminster Abbey, 
when contrasted with his reputed liberality of coin, 
indicate that an otherwise successful creator erred 
in not locating Mr. Childs’s brain nearer his pocket. 

In old pagan times persons who were on the eve 
of embarking in any enterprise had a habit of con- 
sulting some oracle—the stars or the entrails of a 
fowl—in order to find out what luck they might 
expect. The system is not yet extinct, and there 
are people who, when in trouble or about fo do 
anything unusual, think that by opening the Bible 
at random they will strike some thought applicable to 
their case. I heard the other day of a believer who 


to sail for a foreign port, and just before starting 
consulted his oracle, the Bible. Shutting his eyes 
he opened the book. Then he opened his eyes and 
they fell upon these words of Isaiah: “Hell from 
beneath is moved for thee. to meet thee at thy 


coming.” 


Lately a whole grist of Catholics. including 
bishops and monsignors, gathered in an uptown 
church to celebrate the feast of St. Agnes. The 
monsignor was from Rome, and brought along with 
him a relic of the saint, no more nor less than a 
piece of her backbone. This relic was placed on 
view at the altar, and the male worshipers were 
asked to come forward and kiss it, which, having 
wiped their mouths, they proceeded to do. The 
bone, according to church history, upon which sub- 
ject I confess to being a trifle short, dates from the 
year 303, when Agnes suffered martyrdom. She 
was a virgin, and such Catholic histories as I hav at 
hand fail to mention the circumstances of her death, 
or to allude to her in any way, and the inference is 
that having no other recommendation she was not 
prominent in the community. Itis a strange fact 
that no one besides the priests knows anything 
about these virgin martyrs, and it is equally strange 
that priests should know enough about them to 
testify to their impregnable chastity. One incident 
in this sort of history that I recall deserves a place 
in the Bible. Somewhere in the Roman republic 
were seven Christian virgins who fell into the hands 
of the authorities and were condemned to die. In 
those days it was considered bad form to put 
virgins to death, and the young men were notified 
that these seven awaited them, presumably as 
wives. The youth of the city rushed forward, only 
to discover that the youngest of the girls was turned 
seventy; and as a consequence the females were 
agsigned to the executioner. This man had the 
temerity to make a bold proposition to one of them, 
but was laid out by the Angel of Chastity, who ap- 
peared on the scene just in time to giv the villain 
what he needed. Possibly St. Agnes was one of 
this job lot, for after their death their bodies were 
miraculously preserved and their bones became 
relics. The pagans exposed these ladies without 
clothes to the gaze of the multitude, but the Catho- 
lies take them stripped to the bone and parade 
their remains to be slobbered over and make a 
Romish holy day. 


with the remark that it satisfactorily disposes of the 
silver and gold standard fallacy—satisfactorily, of 
course, to those who hav never entertained that 
“fallacy” long enough to get acquainted with it, 
and who, on that particular subject, agree with the 
writer’s main proposition without regard to his ar- 
gument. The author of the clipping calls himself 
* Rinctum.” 

In reading the history of the times before the 
abolition of negro slavery was accomplished, I hav 
observed that the people who favored such abolition 
were harassed with the query whether they would 
like to hav their daughters * marry a nigger.” 
in the year of grace 1894 there are persons still liv- 
ing who ask if the women who want to vote are pre- 
pared to do military duty. As for myself, I hav 
never been able to regard these queries as otherwise 
than irrelevant, incompetent, and immaterial; but I 
should imagin that Rinctum would be pounded to a 
standstill by them; for it appears that the chest- 
nutty and moldy inquiry why all other products— 
grapes, for example—should not be regarded as 
coin commodities along with silver has got home on 
his intellects and fazed him. Like the pro-slavery 
and anti-suffrage people, he believes in a single 
standard; and as by them all civil rights were 
vested in the white male, so by him all the qualities 
of money are vested in the yellow metal. I do not 
doubt that the opponents of the equality of black 
men and white men urged that owing to the more 
rapid production or reproduction of one or the 
other, a parity could not be maintained. Perhaps 
they argued that way, and probably after devoting 
so much of their talent to calamity howling they 
had not time to read in the Declaration that men 
were regarded theoretically as equals by the former 
residents of this settlement. The gold men are 
similarly afflicted; under their inflamed eyes the 
Constitution turns yellow, and they fail to recog- 
nize the equality of gold and silver in that instru- 
ment. 

Having disposed of the fallacy above discussed, 
Rinctum goes after the rag-money men thus: 

We are often reminded by fiatiste that **a yard-stick 
need not be made of gold nor hav any particular value.” 
Bat it must hav length because it measures lengtb. A 
pound weight may hav any size, shape, value, or color, 
but its essential quality is weight, because it must meas- 
i ure weight, 


A clipping from a newspaper has been handed me 


And 
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He proceeds to giv other examples of the same 
principle, and concludes that as a yard-stick must 
hav length in order to measure length, a gallon 
measure capacity to measure capacity, and a scale- 
weight weight to measure weight, therefore a stand- 
ard of value must hav value in order to measure 
value. It will not take the fiatists long to discern 
that this is rather more than fallacy; they will ob- 
serve that it is pure sophistry, and they will send 
Rinctum to sea in the same boat with those teleo- 
logical chumps who hold that since all that exists 
must hav been created, and since that which is 
created must hav a creator, therefore there is a 
creator of the earth. It is a “short” argument, 
and is abandoned by its inventors when somebody 
suggests that if followed to its logical conclusion it 
provides Jehovah with a line of ancestors reaching 
back a greater length of time than Rinctum could 
measure if he had a time-stick composed of long 
eras. The fiatists will show Rinctum that value is 
not an inherent property of gold as gravitation is of 
a pound scale-weight—that as a matter of fact value 
is not a natural property at all, and should not be 
confounded with properties physical, chemitalycor 
organoleptic. They will ask-him how he knows 
that gold has value, or how much. What was the 
original measure of value, having value of its own, 
by which the value of gold was measured? And 
who measured that original value, and the valué 
back of that, and so on? Verily, it is the creator 
argument over again. When the fiatists hav had all 
the fun they want with Hinctum, they will point out 
that if he would take a bull by the horns he must 
begin operations at the right end of the bull He. 
ought to know, they will say, that gold is chiefly 
valuable because it i8 money, and not money be- 
cause it is more valuable than any other metal. 
The gold standard advocates are the adherents of 
Paley and his doctrin of design, while the silver 
men and the fiatists recognize the results of adapta- 
tion and the value of natural and artificial selection. . 

The quality of value differs totally from the 
properties of matter, which are inherent; for value 
is & creation of men and communities, while length, 
weight, and so forth plainly are not. Gold in the 
pocket of a man on the trail or up in a balloon has 
no value whatever, but his yardstick still retains its ` 
property of length, and his can its capacity; and 
the weight seems rather to increase in gravity the - 
farther he lugs it. Value, then, is a matter of cir- 
cumstance, while the properties mentioned are inex- 
pugnable and independent of surroundings. Having 
set a value on its possessions the community sets a 
value on a piece of metal as a unit of measurement, 
as one is the unit of numbers, and stamps it 
officially “one dollar." It is the stamp that makes 
it a dollar, and the fiatists will maintain against all 
the Rinetums in the world that a similar stamp on a 
piece of paper or silver would hav the same result. 

TO VARIOUS PERSONS. 

C. H. Paoxarn, Editor of the Hye, Snohomish, 
Wash.—A man called on me to-day to obtain in- 
formation about the great northwest. He was look- 
ing for a lodge in some vast wilderness; wanted to 
get a job as agent at a railroad tank station out in 
the woods, thirty or forty miles from human habi- 
tation and the madding crowd’s ignoble strife. 
Said he desired the job to be permanent, so he 
could lose himself fcr life. His plan is to botanize 
during the pleasant weather and read when it rains. 
Itcld him that in Washington state he would in 
that way get more reading than botanical speci- 
mens, and that while trying to unearth a root. of the 
endogenous Symplocarpus fætidus, as you Snoho- 
mish people call the skunk cabbage, a true speci- 
men of the cougar or catamount might light on his 
back; but that did not dishearten him. He sticks 
to his determination, and only asks one little spot 
to plant the word forgetmenot. Can you help him? 
How would Everett suit him? Or would you ad- 
vise him to change his plan, start a paper in Sno- 
homish, and sit in the office until somebody comes 
in to subscribe? 

Winxy-winny, My Dear Control—Yes, I saw the 
communication in the Pacific Coast Spiritualist, 
stating that W. F. Jamieson, who is now a Material- 
ist, was formerly a medium of such power that he 
cofld summon spirits to lift him from the floor to 
the top of a table, chair and all, which manifestation: 
the correspondent claims to hav beheld. What; 
hav I to say to the question, * Was Jamieson a. 
fraud then or is he one now?" Iam not saying: 
anything until I find out whether or not the corre-. 
spondent has told the truth. 

*L.," Denver, Col—I hav read your article on. 
money, and pardoned you, because I am paid for- 
that sort of work, and sentences with two hundred 
and twenty-five words do not tire me, though they- 
are trying to the wind of the copy-holder. It is. 
not of them Y complain; but, why did you mutilate. 
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Vickers’s poem, “ Uncle Josh on Silver,” by erasing | church in France, showing that it is not alone in the 


the word silver wherever it occurred? Mr. Vickers 
would be justified in getting angry if he saw his 
poem limping along minus the feet you amputated. 
Besides, you ought to leave the silver-men their 
literature, even if you must fatally stab their argu- 
ments. 

Inquirer.—Mr. John A. Lant is at Tarrytown, 
where he. publishes the American Moslem, the 
organ of Emil L. Nabokoff's system of Mohammed- 
anism. I do not know that Mr. Lant regards this 
as carrying out Lewis Masquerier’s ideas of Land 
Reform, and am not aware that the property 
willed him by Mr. Masquerier is invested in this 
business. Mr. Masquerier was not a Moslem. 

W.-H. Burr, Washington, D. C.—Since you say 
that the only military service you ever performed 
was blowing a fife for an ununiformed militia com- 


pany during your minority, I will consent to with- 


draw the title of colonel. I used to disturb the 
atmosphere with a fife myself, but was never called 
colonel. Out West we are much more fastidious 
about titles. Iwas captain of a uniformed camp 


there, and Major Smythe, who edited and set up 


the Whoop in Haller, came near shooting the 
editor of a loathsome contemporary for ignorantly 
saying I was the only journalist in the county with 
a military prefix. The camp I was captain of passed 
resolutions recognizing my gallant conduct in firing 
away my ramrod last Decoration Day. 

(Capt.) Guo. E. Macpowaxp: 


Freethought Progress. 


Viktor E. Lennstrand has recovered from his illness, 
and anew assumed the activ leadership of the Swedish 
Freethinkers, His lecture, ‘‘The Three Hundred Years’ 
Jubilee at Upsala,” has been translated into Norwegian 
and copies hav been sown broadcast over Christiana. 

Dr. Titus Véelkel was released from prison Nov. 17, 
1893. His address is at present, Berlin, N. Choriner- 
strasse 16, II. °.°.°: Freethought is reviving in Stutt- 
gart, Germany. A new society has been formed to take 
the place of that formed by Albert Dulh, but which 
ceased by the death of its founder. *.°.: Der Freidenker, 
Milwaukee, has issued a large, neatly printed calendar 
for the 1894. The center of the calendar is devoted 
to a New Years’ poem, ''Harrt. aus! Gebt nacht!" 
by L. N. Ziindt, and as an advertisement the calendar 
does credit to our enterprising. friend, O. Hermann 
Boppe, editor. .' | When the German soldiers are 
‘© nice little boys," who attend to their business as suto- 
matic machines, greased with sufficient piety, they are 
given the chance of procuring Bibles. byran-hooks, and 
New Testaments at reduced rates. The pious Reichsbote 
feels terribly bad because last year the sale of these 
books even at ‘‘salvation ” price fell 30,838 copies below 
the year 1892. It is too bad. : 


In perusing Las Dominicales one gets an idea of the 
great. popularity of the late Ramon Ohiés. Three months 
hav passed since his death. and yet the ;zreat paper of 
which he was editor continues to devote a page every 
week to letters and resolutions lamenting his death. 
Surely Ramon Chiés has not lived in vain. -*.** The 
Spanish Freethinker, ex-President Zorills, bas issued a 
manifesto calling upon the Spanish Republicans to be 
ready for a revolution. Certainly the present conditions 
in Spain are unbearable, owing to the attitude of the 
church and her servant, the monarchy.. The recent 
Anarchist outrages hav given these two frionds an excuse 
to proclaim martial law in Spain, to establish a strict cen- 
sorship of the press (the chureh organs alone can publish 
what nonsense they like), and imprison prominent Re- 
publican Freethinkers, claiming that they are Anarchists. 
t." We are the recipient of E! Progreso, New York. 
The New Year's number of this excellent i3panish Free- 
thought journal, edited by Senor Ramon Verea, proves 
that the journal is up to the times, Among (he interesting 
contents we note a translation of Chapter XIII of ‘* Wo- 
man: Her Glory, Her Shame, and Her God," by Saladin; 
beginning of **'The Novels of the Holy Ghost.” an essay 
in * highest" (Freethought) criticism. ‘ We can but com- 
mend Æl Progreso to the attention of our Spanish- 
American friends. 

Catholic France under Napoleon III. had in 1865 
58,000 publie schools with 2,601,169. pupils. The irre- 
ligious republic of France had in 1891 79,000 public 
schools with 5,500,000 pupils. In 1865 the state gave to 
those schools 10,000.000 francs; in 
francs. Who is the friend of education? .' Accord- 
ing to statistics of the church, there are 38,000,000 Roman 
Catholics in France, but of these mu 30,000,000 fail to 
partake of the sacrament at Easter, and hence, according 
to the regulations of the church, are to be regarded as 
‘excommunicated. Yet who does not hear France called & 
Catholic country? In 1881 the Freethinkers of 
France were represented by 185 members in the House of 
Deputies; in 1885 the number had increased to 150, while 
in the last house there were 180 Freethinkers, and in the 
present house 220 to 240. How many Freethinkers are 
there in our House of Representativs? The Free- 
thinkers of the eleventh arondissement, Paris, were 
treated to a debate between M. Scharre, ex-president of 
the French Freethought Federation, and the priest Gar- 
nier. A debate of this kind is a decided novelty in 
France, where the priests are even more shy of a repre- 
sentativ Freethinker than they are here in the United 
States. The debate, of course, was a decided victory for 
our cause, and the remarks of M. Scharre were vigor- 
ously apolauded by the large assemblage who filled the 
Hall of Commerce. '.'.' At the National Congress held 
by the French Freéthinkers, Oct. 29, 1893, in Paris, 128 
societies were represented. M, Ferdinand Bonnange, 
mayor of Palaiseau, presented to the Congtess some very 
interesting statistics pertaining to the Koman Catholic 


in 1891, 100,000,000: 


United States that the church gobbles up whatever she 
ean lay her hands on. There exist at present in France 
85,000 religious establishments with 225,000 inmates, and 
if the increase of their real estate continues at the present 
ratio the Roman Catholic church will, in the year 1900, 
own one-fifth of the real estateof France. The Congress, 
besides insisting upon the rigid separation of church and 
state, the equality of the sexes, and the enforcement of 
the school laws, gave President Carnot an overhauling 
because he had in his official capacitv attended a bap- 
tismal ceremony. The French Freethought Fed- 
eration is to hay a building of its own in Paris. 2 site for 
the hers having been given by the Republican Al- 
liance of Seine-et-Oise. That lively French- 
Canadian journal, the Canada Revue, is doing splendid 
work among the French-Canadians. Its short, pointed 
articles are excellent, and we will in a future number of 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER translate a few of the articles, which 
are interesting for more than one reason, among them 
** Une Province Morte" (A Dead Province. Quebec), 
which hast appeared in the Mail. The French 
Senate, by & vote of 132 to 84, agreed to giv votes to 
women engaged in business at elections for tribunals of 
commerce. 


. Leslie Stephen has been engaged to write the mono- 
graph on John Stuart Mill for the ** Dictionary of National 
Biography.” .' Religions liberty has just been offici- 
ally recognized in Fingland by an Admiralty order. which 
decrees that.'* All Roman Catholics, Wesleyans, Presby- 
terians, and others, having objections to the church ser- 
vice, are at libertv to absent themselvs from the same.” 
** And others” would seem to be sufficiently broad to in- 
clude Freethinkers: Anywav, it is a step in advance. 
tc. The branches of the National Secular Society of 
England are sending in very encouraging reports at the 
beginning of the year. °.’.- G. W. Foote, president of 
the National Secular Society, receives no remuneration 
for his services, and even does not charge the society for 
the stationery and postaee used in conducting its large 
correspondence.  '.'.* Our readers will recollect that 
we mentioned the fact some weeks since that Mr. Foote 
was nearly mobbed by the riotous Christians of Ryhope 
when he lectured there. But the visit was not in vain. 
The local newsdealer refused to handle the Freethinker 
any longer, but a friend of the paper took hold of the 
work of distribution, and now the sale has increased from 
three to fourteen copies per week. It is to be noted that 
the methods of circulation of Freethought papers in 
England and the United States differ widely. Here all 
but an insignificant number of copies go throngh the 
mails to yearly subscribers, while in England they are 
handled by the newsdealers almost exolusivly, we should 
judge. Here the yearly subscription rate is prominently 
displaved in the paper; there, the price of the single copv. 

: Lord Coleridge, chief justice of England, who was 
so fair in the trial of QG. W. Foote for ‘‘ blasphemy,” has 
formally withdrawn from the ‘‘Society for Promoting 
Ohrietian Kuowledge,” because this society has ranged 
itself ‘‘in the number of those favoring the practice of 
vivisection and advocating its horrors.” It should be 
said that this is not the first Christian society which has 
sought to promote ‘‘ Christian knowlege” by advocating 
or engaging in the work of torture. It is ahealthy sien, 
and one indicating the development of Freethought, that 
prominent Christians withdraw from such societies, °.°.° 
The cause of higher education for women in Germany 
has taken another step forward. Atthe gymnasium at 
Weimar, Greek, Latin, and mathematics will be taught. 
* .* Among those added by 1893 to Freethought’s roll of 
distinguished dead should be named John Addington Sy- 
monds, John Tyndall, Ramon Chiés, Victor Schoelcher, 
Hippolyte Taine, and Benjamin Jowett. *."." The Chris- 
tian Statesman sadlv records the fact that Phipp's Conser- 
vatory in Schenley Park, in ‘‘Sabbath-loving Pittsburg,” 
was thrown open to the public on January 7th, and four 
thousand visitors *' desecrated " the holy day. *.°.- The 
Congregationalist avers that the custom of giving quiet 
dinner parties on Sunday evening is on the increase in 
the cities. A bill for the taxation of church prop- 
erty has been introduced in the Ohio legislature. 


New Publications. 


The many admirers of Mr. Otto Wettstein’s writings, 
which are of the unsophisticated materialistic variety, 
will be glad to learn that his Congress address on the 
**Giant Delusion ” is now obtainable as a pamphlet for 
10 cents. 


The address delivered by Miss Susan H. Wixon at the 
International Freethought Oongress is now printed in 
pamphlet form, the title being ** Woman: Four Centuries 
of Progress.” None of the speeches at the Congress hav 
received as much praise as this one, and none was more 
worthy of the eulogiums bestowed. Single copies 10 
cents. 


A new edition of A. Jacobson’s ** Bible Tnquirer" has 
just been issued from the press of the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany, which has secured both the plates and the copy- 
right of the work. As a concordance or index to the 
absurdities of holy writ, the ‘‘ Bible Inquirer” is not 
equaled by any other book of its size. It has enjoyed a 
large sale, which it still maintains. The price is 25 cents. 


One of the numbers of ‘‘The Truth Seeker Library ” 
issued this month is entitled ‘*Thumbscrew and Rack." 
It embodies the ** Historic Means of Grace” published in 
Tug TaurH SEEKER of January 6th, with additional 
matter, and several new illustrations, including the 
famous ‘‘ chastity belt,” drawn expresslv for this work. 
As a haudsome pamphlet, with cover, ‘‘ Thumbscrew and 
Rack” will be scldat ten cents per copy. Being the only 
work of the kind in existence, it should hav a large circu- 
lation. Geo. E. Macdonald wrote it. 


** Self-Contradictions of the Bible,” the ninth edition of 
which is hereby announeed, will hereafter bea; the im- 
print of the Truth Seeker Company, to whom all orders 
for said work must now be addressed. We hav pur 
chased the plates from the &utbor and original publ:sher, 
Col W. H. Burr, and added ‘‘Self-Contradictions” to 
the Truth Seeker Library. The work is not an argument- 
ativ or persuasiv one—it is simply convincing, as it givs a 


hundred and fifty instances where the Bible contradicts j 


itself, and. he who runs may read. Price 15 cents. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remssure will lecture in Elmira, N. Y., Saturday 
evening, Feb.. 24th. Elmira last heard a Freethough 
‘lecture some twelve years ago. : 


Tux Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o'clock. 


W. F. JauIESON desires to make lecture engagements in 
Nevada, Utah, and Colorado, along the lines of railroad 
East. Address W. F. Jamieson, Elsinore, Cal f 


Tur First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 P. M. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-sshool in same place at 12:30 P.M. 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 168} 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. 


Tas Women’s Levran LgAaUs, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. 


S. P. Purwaw’s lecture appointments: 


Chicago, Ill., Feb. 18th, 25th. 
Toronto, March 4, 11. 


Those who desire lectures 8t any points between New 
York and Chicago, and in the vicinity of Chicago during 
the month of February, will please write at once to Mr. 
Putnam, care of Tar Trura Ssexer, New York. | 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of leotures for February: 
February lith—''Survivala of Sex Worship," Miss Ida 
C. Craddock. 

February 18th—‘‘ Personal Hygiene," Dr. Charles H. 
Shepard. 

February 25th —'* Morality without Ohristianity," Frank- 
lin Steiner. 


FRANKLIN Steiner’s lecture engagements are as fol. 
lows: 
Feb. 

os 

ce 

€€ 


10, Murray, Ta. 

11, Chicago, Ill. 

18, Alliance, O, 

23, New York Oitv. 
* 25, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
** 98, Ellenville, N. Y. 

Mar. 4, Philadelphia, Pa. 21-98, Northport N.Y. 
* 8, Norwalk, Conn. 25, Newark, N. J. 

Mr. Steiner has some open dates for his return trip. 

Address him, after February 12, in care of Tan Trura 
EEKER, 


J. E, Remsgure is now on his way Bast. 
ments as far as arranged are as follows: 
Feb. 10, Grelton, O. Feb. 20, Ridgeway, N, Y. 

* 11, Toledo, O. aft'noon| ‘€ 21, Fairport, N. Y. 

“ 1], Napoleon, O. night | ** 22, Newark. N. Y. 

** 18, Clyde, O. 98, Lisle, N. Y. 

** 14, Attica, ‘* 24, Elmira, N. Y. 

** 35, Massillon, O, 25, 28, Soranton, Pa, 

** 10, West Richfield, O. 26, N. Mehoopany, Pa. 

** 17, 18, Cortland, O. 27, Tomp*insville, Pa. 

* 19, Jamestown, N. Y. Mar. 2, New York, N. Y. 

Appointments for New York and Pennsylvania, also 
additional appointments for Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, will be published later. 


9, Meriden, Oonn. 

11, Boston, Mass. 

12, 18, Harwich, Mass, 
14, Ootuit, Mass. 

15, Osterville, Mass. 
18, Boston, Mass. 


Mar. 
es 


His appoint» 


` Cor. R Q. Inaersoxx’s lecture appointments and sub- 
jects for the present month are as follows: 
February 10th—Des Moines, Ia.,.................... Shakspere 
February 11th—Davenport, Ia., ... .. Shakspere 
February 12th—Dnbque. Ia...... . Shakspere 
February 13th—La Crosse, Wis., 
February 14th — Minneapolis, Minn.,. 
February 16th—Dnluth, Minn., ................. : 
February 17th— West Superior, Minn............................ 
Liberty for Man, Woman, and Child 
February 18th—St Paul, Minn., Some Mistakes of Moses 


February 20th —Saginaw, Mich.,........ TE, Shakspere 
February 2ist—Bay Citv, Mich ,.................... Shakspere 
February 22d—Grand Rapids, Mich., ............. Shakspere 
February 28d—Jackson, Mioh.,...................... Shakspere 


February 24th—Battle Creek. Mich.,.............. Shakspere 


A Paine Celebration. 


The members of the Brooklyn Philosophical As- 
sociation honored themselvs last Sunday by eulo- 
gizing Thomas Paine. Mr. Rowley spoke on his 
religious work, and Mr. T. B. Wakeman on his 
political career. The former showed that the tra- 
ditional and contemptiblé falsehoods, which the 
Christian church made up, when they could not 
answer his *Age of Reason,” were without founda- 
tion. Because he worshiped only one God, and 
not three; because he did not place any faith in 
miracles and prophecies; because he was true to 
his manhood, his orthodox opponents could only 
vilify him. Because he was a plain and honest man; 
because he could not bear falsehood, and put up 
with the fads, superstitions, and tyrannies of his 
time, he was ostracized and persecuted. Because 
he was a friend of humanity, he was hated by the 
despots. Mr. Wakeman told how stormy had been 
Paine's political career; how, through the treachery 
of those who persuaded him they were his friends 
and would carry through his plans, the brightest 
hopes of his ambition failed. He was, Mr. Wake- 
man said, “a first souled man.” The audience was 
pleasantly entertained with singing and instru- 
mental music, and the services of the critics were 

! dispensed with. 
Miss Craddock speaks next Sunday. 
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Tgetters of Friends. 


Money Nearly As Hard to Get As Re- 
ligion, 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN., Jan. 20, 1894. - 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $8, to be ap- 
plied on my subscription. Money is as 
hard to get as religion, and I havn't got a 
bit of that; but I will send you 88 above. 
Your paper is the best on earth. 
Yours respectfully, P. C. CRAMER. 


The Best He Has Ever Read. 
-SoranTon, Pa., Jan. 19, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3.50 for 
Tur Trora SEEKER and for ‘‘Old Testa- 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated.” I 
would like to order more, and may in the 
future, but at present I cannot afford to do 
so. Ibsv read the paper for the past year, 
and I think it the best I hav ever read. 
Wishing you great success in your grand 
work of Freethought and reform, I am 
sincerely yours, C. L. Tosey. 


Believes in Local Advertising of Eye 
Openers. 
Leste, Mion., Jan. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find $8 for THE 
TnavurH SEEKER. Now, I want to say to 
each reader of the paper: Make yourself 
its agent and insert in your local paper a 
notice that you are agent also for ‘‘Self- 
Contradictions of the Bible,” and say that 
there are one hundred and forty-four plain 
contradictions in the Bible. That was 
what opened my eyes. Also state you are 
agent for ‘‘ Mistakes of Moses." That is 
another good eye opener. 
Yours for truth, Saran A. HAYNES. 


The Preachers Are Busy in Iowa. 

CLARION, Ia., Jan 12, 1894. 
Mr. Evrror: It’s simply awful to think 
how hard the sky-pilots are working dur- 
ing the winter months in all the towns of 
Towa. At Williams, Webster City, Eagle 
Grove, Clarion, and other towns they are 
chasing after the young men. They hav 
got the old folks, sure. Now they are 
after younger gudgeons. In most towns 
the sky-pilots hav posters and dodgers put 
up on the street corners, stores, shops, 
post-offices, and all other public places. 
Eagle Grove is plastered over with these 
bills and dodgers. However, I am told 
that, notwithstanding the efforts of these 
preachers, their ternples of superstition are 
not half filled by the dupes, and hence the 

sky-pilots are getting desperate. 
Yours truly, JOHN AYLWARD. 


A Freethinker All His Life, But Hadn't 
Been Introduced. 
DESDEMONIA, TEX., Jan. 12, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrog: You will find inclosed 
$4.25, for which please send me the grand 
old Truta SEEKER another year, ‘‘Old 
Testament Stories Comically Tllustrated," 
and *' Crimes of Preachers.” I cannot af- 
ford to do without your paper. I hav 
been a natural Liberal or Freethinker all 
my life, but never knew it till I com- 
menced to read Tum TRUTH SERKER, 8 
little over a year ago. It expresses my 
views and belief better than I can myself. 

I wish we had a good lecturer here, if 
only three or four times a year. There 
are many Liberals here, if they knew how 
to be. J. D. Shaw, of Waco, lectured at 
Dublin last spring, but did not get ont 
here, as we are eleven miles from the rail- 
road. 

I will send for more books as soon as I 


‘can spare the cash. I exchange my paper 


with a friend for the Zudependent Pulpit; 
also giv it away when I think best. 
N. E. Payne. 


Not Prompt in Paying Store Bills. 
Bvoxnxy, Wasm., Jan. 20, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I cannot help myself; I 
must let THE TRUTH SEEKER family know 
that we in this town of Buckley are well 
protected by revivals and prayer-meetings 
this new year. Last night they prayed 
for us poor deluded business men, and I 
say that if there is any class of men that 
needs praying for in these times it is 
surely the class engaged in trade; and, as 
I am one of them, I am interested and will 
watch closely and report to your paper 
when the time for results comes. 
We hav & Methodist church here, and 
you know from your own experience that 


the people who believe in its creed are 
very good folks, at least for the world to 
come, though as & rule they are very slow 
to pay bills, and especially store bills, in 
this world. : : 
Inclosed find a few names to whom you 
can forward copies of the paper, and when 
the People's party gets into power I will 
send you a greenback. Under this Demo- 
Republican rule I cannot promis to pay, as 
they refuse to make money. O. P. 


Purgatory Diseovered Much Later than 
the Other Theological Continents. 
STEUBENVILLE, O., Jan. 16, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: You will find inclosed $3, 
which please place to my credit on sub- 
scription. 

Y had about one hundred back numbers 
of Ture TaurH SELKER which I distributed 
over town in cigar stores. I paid 8 boy 
for doing it, and I would like to know if 
it has done any good. 

I hav lots of fun with my Christian 
friends about their religion. I always get 
them, for I hav nature for my foundation, 
while they hav only a myth. I find the 
best way to get Catholics is to ask them if 
they know that Purgatory was discovered 
only six hundred years ago. They say, 
** Why, no; I thought it always was.” 

I will do all I can for the paper, and 
hope the year 1894 will be a successfal one 
for you. ZINN SCHARLOTT. 


Yes, It Is a Splendid Book. 
CoruwsUus, O., Jan. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav just finished the 
perusal of your edition of Winwood Reade’s 
‘ Martyrdom of Man” and pronounce 
it the most eloquent epitome of universal 
history within my range. Its author 
could hav no more honorable saffix to his 
name. I hope that our high schools and 
colleges will become sufficiently enlight- 
ened by the rext generation to adopt it as 
a text-book. It stands on a par with 
Draper's ‘‘Conflict” and Carlyle’s ‘‘French 
Revolution." Among five hundred vol- 
umes I hav no greater prize, A second 
,perusal is almost irresistible, but life is 
sbort and there are other temptations as 
well as duties. If yon could publish 
three or four of the first paragraphs 
of Chapter IL, on ‘‘ Religion,” I believe 
that many would be sufficiently spoiled to 
want to read it all. It is equal to forty 
Freethought lectures. J. J. BURDGE. 


The Preachers Still Malign Paine and 
Voltaire, 
Proms, Kan., Jan. 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3.50 for 
THE TRUTH SEEKER and ‘‘ Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated." 

I went to church a few weeks ago to hear 
a preacher talk on Theism, and in his the- 
orizing he compared God to a rock, a mist, 
and other dissimilar substances; and 
finally jumped from the subject onto 
Thomas Paine and Voltaire and gave 
them qaite a shaking up. The sun did 
not become darkened, neither did the 
moon turn into blood, and when the 
people went home they found their houses 
still standing on their foundations. The 
next day opened in all her beauty, with 
the sun in the east. So will Mr. Samuel 
Putnam’s new book, “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” shine in glory, 
splendor, and truth upon the American 
people. Let preachers cackle as they may 
about Voltaire and Paine. l 

I hav been circulating some Freethought 
books ordered from your office; also THE 
TRUTH SEEKER when I get done reading 
it, and I can see it is having quite an influ- 
ence among the people in this part of the 
country. 

Tur TRUTH SEEKER is the best paper in 
the world. Ezexrmen McCoy. 


Six Hundred Afraid of Satan, 
CrrABMONT, Mo., Jan. 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: For the inclosed draft 
please send THE TRUTH SEEKER, as per 
accompanying list. I should be glad to 
send you a much Jarger number, but the 
financial stringency of the country pre- 
vents many Liberals from subscribing who 
would like to support your valuable paper. 
Then there is a class of skeptics who are 
wholly indifferent about the success of 
Liberalism, and will not spend a copper to 
advance the cause. As for myself, I hav 
been a reader of THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
almost ten years, and find it indispensable; 


so you can count on me as a life sub- 
scriber, unless misfortune prevents my 
raising the necessary funds for the fear- 
less Editor. . l 

Religion is on the rampage, and Satan, 
in seeking to devour, has in the city of 
Maryville frightened over six hundred 
into the fold. l 

I should like to secure the new book, 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
but the list I inclose are not new sub- 


scribers; so I shall trust to your judgment, 


and if you think I am deserving of the 
book send it to my address (I assure you 
it shall do much good), and if not, apply 


the extra amount to my subscription. 


Yours for truth, Jas. F. LANE. 


Are There That Many in All Missouri ? 
Why Don’t They Report? 
ManxrvinrE, Mo., Jan. 15, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: ‘‘We” hav just experienced 
a revival conducted by Major Cole. 


They claim a goodly number of converted, 
paupers being thick in this city this fall 
and winter. € 
and eight thousand Freethinkers in this 
county (Nodaway) Thanks to common 
sense. ` 


There are still between five 


Some time ago I heard the members of 


the Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Maryville debating whether they would 
allow Catholics to enter heaven. Finally 
it was decided by & close ballot that, under 
favorable conditions, they might ‘‘ pass 
muster." Now, as everyone may see, this 
was & very close shave for the Catholics, 
for which they should echo the prayer of 
the young man who said, ‘‘ God bless the 
Young Men's Christian Association." 


Last year a Catholic friend was working. 


for a Protestant family on a farm, and 
every Friday they would put meat in every 
dish on the table, if possible; then watch 
him pick the meat from the food and 
laugh. 


The family were very strong 
Christians. ‘‘ Of such is the kingdom of 


heaven "—I prefer hell. I am your brother 
in light, 


EvzRARD Frost. 


Three Dollars Earned, and It Goes for 


The Truth Seeker. 
THornron, R. I., Jan. 23, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3 for 


another year of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
These are the times that try men’s souls. 
For the past six months only three days’ 
work havI been able to find, and those 
three days I finish to-day st $1 per day, 
Do not know when I shall receive another, 
but must hav Tue TRUTH SEEKER, as 
times are so hard at present. 
best to get a subscriber, 
will be three or four at one time waiting 
for the paper. 
get through with it.” 
and receive it for four months, if you do 
not want to subscribe for a year.” ‘Oh, 
no, I cannot spare the money.” 
of that stamp are not of much account. 


I try my 
Sometimes there 


‘Let me see it when you 
Said I: “Send $1, 
Liberals 


Moody and Sankey are in Providence, 


doing up fools in bundles, for they hav. 
made fools enough to supply the whole 
world. 
too, in Music Hall, 
Miracles.” I don’t know how many peo- 
ple heard the grandest man that ever 
lived, but every inch of the floor was oc- 
cupied. Of all the men that ever spoke in 
Providence he is the champion. Music 
Hall echoed and reéchoed times almost 
without number with the applause of the 


Colonel Ingersoll has lectured, 
on ‘‘ Myths and 


tremendous crowd. ' What comfort and 


joy it is to sit and listen to that man! 


Yours truly. Wm. A. BENNETT, 


The Younger Brother Is in the Right 
Place. 
LAKE SHORE, Uran, Jan. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: The grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER comes to me regularly, and I 
deeply regret that I cannot do better than 
I am doing for its support. The financial 
embarrassment in this territor¥is terrible. 
We absolutely cannot get cash for any 
kind of produce. In days gone by I hav 
mailed hundreds of copies of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, after I had read them, to all parts 
of this territory; but Iam not able to do 
so now. There are several of my neigh- 
bors that admire the paper, but they are 
not able at this moment to subscribe. 

Eugene, I admire your labor in the 
cause of humanity, and it also gave me 
great pleasure when the report came that 
your brother, George, was back in the 


sanotum of the paper and to stay. He ig 


in his right place there, and may condi- 
tions be such that he will be able to stay 
there, is. my wish. I also admire the. 
mighty work of S. P. Putnam; he stands 
in the front rank with Ingersoll. I hay 
not seen him for years, but I follow him 
wherever he goes. It zivs me great pain 
to think that I cannot, at this time, sub- 
scribe for ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought;” but I must hav it if possible in 
the future. If Putnam is in the office 
when this reaches you, please giv him my 
respects; he will recollect me in the old 
Utah campaign. We had good times then. 
Eugene, I will do all I can for you and 
deeply regret that I cannot do better just 
now, but you will hear from me again in 
the immediate future. Please find in- 
closed money order for $1.50. : 
H. S. Brooxs. 


California. 
ELSINORE, Car., Jan. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: There is so much to say 
about this country that I will take short 
letters to say it in. ` : 

Los Angeles has the name of being a 
godly city of seventy-five thousand ‘‘souls.”’ 
Hundreds of these thousands, though, are 
the most aggressiv and progressiv Liberals 
it has been my pleasure to meet in many 
years. Here I made the acquaintance of 
C. Severance, Geo. T. Bruce, Dr. J. E. 
Clark, and. met Colonel Voss and family, 
whom I knew fifteen years ago in Girard, 
Kan., when I debated with Elder Cunning- - 
ham. . 

I attended, in compsny with Geo. T. 
Bruce, the session of debaters in the 
Church of the New Era, whose pastor is 
Rev. Mr. Bowman, as broad- minded a man 
as I ever knew inside a ‘‘church.” There 
is nothing ‘‘ Christian" about it. This ex- 
plains. Iheard him in the evening giva 
discourse on ‘‘Freethought.” A more 
able address I never listened to, . I did not 
agree with all his statements; that does not 
matter. Free thought does not mean that 
we should all think alike—we can’t any way, - 
if we sit up late nights to try; a lesson that 
all Freethinkers hav not yet fully learned. 

I gave my first address here on Thurs- 
day evening, Jan, 4th, to about 350 per- 
sons. Rev. Dr. Ravlin and Rev. Bowman 
sat on my platform, and in short, spicy 
speeches heartily indorsed my heretical 
sentiments. These brethren left the 
church because they just naturally 
*growed." They are both eloquent 
speakers. Oh, that the bulk of the clergy 
would follow their example, and quit 
preaching nonsense! True, the gospel of 
manhood does not pay 8s much in coin 
current. A man who turns his back on 
superstition has & hard road before him. 
None but those who hav traveled it really 
know what this means. . 

Dr. Ravlin has lately been giving lect- 
ures in Burbank’s Theater to large audi- 
ences, and with great acceptance, Sunday 
evenings. Rev. Mr. Bowman delights his 
hundreds also Sunday evenings, in Illinois 
hall. 

It is my intention, at the close of my 
California engagements, to travel through 
Nevada, Utah, and Colorado, and I cor- 
dially invite the Liberals there, who wish 
to avail themselvs of the *' means of grace,” 
to write me immediately at Elsinore, Cal. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 


Who is Worse—the Murderer or the 
God Who Deliberately Made the Mur- 
derer? 

Eacrz Port, OR., Jan. 1, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: As itis New Year's day I 
think I eannot do better than to write and 
let you and the many readers of your 
valuable paper know that away out here in 

Jackson county livs an Infidel, as the Chris- 

tian calls him, and the Christian feels so 

bad when he sees an Infidel, for he 
thinks, What if the Infidel is right? Why, 
then, the man that downed our preacher 
in an argument on religion won’t be pun- 
ished; he made the preacher feel very 
bad, and why? Because he could not 
answer the Infidel. But the good Chris- 
tian has some consolation; he thinks that 
if one does bring up arguments that he 
cannot answer God will answer it for him 
in the sweet by and by. Oh, how glad I 
am that Freethought is gaining ground so 
fast; it makes one feel like singing to meet 
so many men in our ranks to day; we are 
gaining very fast all over the land, and the 
old walls of superstition are fast crumbling, 
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no light sped." He says: ‘Hight and | fer that it is but necessary to continue 


Heston has 8 good picture in the issue of 
December 16th; it shows how the old 
structure is going. 

The Christians out here are not hard to 

. handle. You ask one if he believes that 
God made everything and he will say, **Oh, 
yes." Then ask if everything does not 
occupy space. '' Yes," *'' Well, if that is 
so, where was God before he made space?” 
Just then he will turn pale and leave you; 
God will answer that question for you; 
just wait. 

To think that a God, knowing all things, 
would cause a baby to be born into the 
world, knowing at the same time that it 
would be a murderer—that it would kill 
some of its fellow-men! Iask, Who is the 
worst, the man who murdered or the God 
who knew that he would, but made him, 
and then looked on and did not put forth 
a hand to stop the bloody deed? The God 
theory is fast leaving the minds of the 
thinking class cf men. 

_ Yours for truth and justice, 
J. HENRY FaENon. 


Will Try to Get Christians to Subseribe, 


HanwioH, Mss., Jan, 25, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Again I renew and hope 
to be able to renew to the end of my life. 
If it cost $10 instead of $8 I should con- 
tinue taking it. In fact, I could not do 
without Taz TRUTH Seeker. It speaks 
with no bated breath; drives straight to the 
mark. It radiates like the scintillations 
of the sun to all parts of the country, 
planting the seeds of reform that, let us 
hope, will spring up an hundredfold. But 
just now Iam mad, mad as a setting hen. 
I cannot get one subscriber among the 
many Freethinkers in this **banner town ” 
of Freethought. And now Im going to 
try to get the Chribtians to subscribe. 
Yes, I turn to the gentiles.. What.an in- 
centiv the thought of the necessity of dis- 
seminating Freethought principles should 
be to giv Liberal literature a broadcast 
distribution to every nook and corner of 
the civilized world! There are thinkers 
here and there, who would: catch on, were 
the chances thrown in their way by a word 
written or spoken. How I wish I had the 
time and means to canvass for THE TRUTH 
SEEKER and other Freethought literature! 
But to ‘‘keep the wolf from the door” 
takes about all my time, Ishould hav a 
Freethought library, but shall hav to 
wait, My last year’s crop of cranberries 
failed me, both in quantity and price, butI 
am hopeful for the next, this year’s, Iam 
exerting all the influence I can in this vi- 
cinity in the interest of Freethought by 
words and deeds, but I find no Christian 
that is willing to be fair in argument. 
They profess to be meek, but are arro- 
gant, belligerent, and assume the right to 
occupy seven-eighths of the time; and 
while they profess to be meek and chari- 
table, they get into a rage. when driven 
into a corner. The other day I accident- 
ally gotinto an argument with a devout 
Christian, and when I saw that he meant 
to make me a listener all the time, I just 
called a halt and asked if he would giv me 
half the time and hava fair argument, 
upon which he began to retreat to the 
door, saying he did not want to argue. 
There is more brazen arrogance to the 
square inch in Christians when talking 
about religion than in any other living 
creatures on earth. 

Find inclosed $3 for THE TRUTH SEEKER 
for 1894. B. F. ROBBINS. 


About Some of Talmage’s Nonsense. 


STRASBURG, Inn., Jan. 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrog: Rev. Dr. Talmage in his 
Christmas sermon (text in Rev. xxii, 16: 
“F am the bright and morning star”) 
says: ‘‘But do not forget that Christ him- 
self was a star. In the first place Christ 
heralded the coming of the creation. 
There was & time when there was no 
order, no sound, or beauty. No wing 
stirred.” Here we are led to suppose 
there were no angels, or élse they were 
wingless. Mr. Talmage does not suppose 
anything connected with this before- 
creation. Knowledge it is with him. In 
speaking of Voltaire he ssid: ‘‘ Voltaire 
supposed he saw Jesus in his dying room.” 
How does Mr. Talmage know? How does 
anybody know what Voltaire supposed? 
He says: ‘‘As far as God could look up, 
down, or far oyt, he could see nothing; 


depth and length and breadth of nothing- 
ness; no light sped.” Here we suppose 
again that it must hav been as dark as Mr. 
Talmage found the Mammoth Cave when 
the light went out. Did Christ then 
exist? He puts the question and of course 
answers, ‘‘Oh, yes.” Later on he said, 
“He was the light of the world,” but at 
that early time his candle must hav been 
under the bushel—‘‘no light sped,” says 
Talmage, 
that are; things in heaven and things in 
earth and things under the earth. Yes, 
he antedated the creation; he shone be- 
fore the first morning [though no light 
sped]; his voice was heard [hesrd it him- 
self]; he saw the first foundation laid; he 
saw the first light kindled [though no 
light sped]. Christ heralds the dawn of 
heaven upon every Christian’s: dying 
pillow. I suppose you hav noticed that 
the characteristics of people in their 
healthful days are very apt to be their char- 
acteristics in their dying days; for instance: 
Napoleon’s dying words, ‘Head of the 
army.’ - Lord Byron’s, ‘I must sleep 
now.’ Lord Nelson’s, ‘Kiss me hearty.’ 
Voltaire’s, ‘Crush the wretch.’” Mr. Tal- 
mage further says: ‘‘I see now why it was 
so easy to change water into wine; why it 
was easy to cure the maniac; to hush the 
tempest; to swing fish in Simon’s net; to 
giv sight to the blind; to raise Lazarus.” 
‘Talmage does not explain why Jesus so 
-despairingly cried out, ‘‘My God, my 
God, why hast thau forsaken me?" Per- 
haps it was the characteristic of his health- 
ful days. Mr. Talmage further says: 
** Some suppose that Christ was a stranger 
to Bethlehem. Oh, no; he created the 
shepherds, the flocks, the hills, etc. Be- 
fore the world was Christ was.” He does 
not suppose anything about that; of that 
he is sure; but rather wants it understood 
that Voltaire supposed it was Jesus that 
was in his dying room. ‘‘I hav noticed,” 
says he further, ‘‘that the dying words of 
Christians always mean peace. Generally 
the pain is all gone and there is a great 
quietude through the room.” We agree 
with the reverend and believe that after 
the pain was all gone there was a great 
quietude, with Paine, Voltaire, and Jesus 
Christ, as far as themselvs were concerned. 
H. BERNHARD. 


The People of Judea and Their Neigh- 
bors and Conquerors. 
JAMESTOWN, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav just finished reading 
an article in the Century Magazine for 
January, 1894, on ** The Assyrian Monu- 
ments and the Bible,” by Morris Jastrow, 
Jr. This is a royal specimen of presump- 
tion, & sample of the methods employed 
by modern religious people to make sacred 
and profane history agree. 

Mr. Jastrow repeats the story of George 
Smith’s finding among the fragments of 
the Assyrian writings in the British mu- 
seum s writing corresponding to some ex- 
tent with the Biblical account of the flood, 
and of his finding other fragments giving 
here and there a line which they conceive 
to correspond to the Mosaic account of the 
world’s creation. That they do not agree 
upon details is of no consequence, so it ap- 
pears. The Bible when compared with 
anything showing a difference in detail is 
always given the preference by the Chris- 
tians. An unsophisticated reader of Mr. 
Jastrow’s article might infer that to find in 
Assyria, or, in fact, anywhere among the 
countries of that section of the planet, an 
account of a big flood was but the feeble 
attempt of heathen minds to depict the 
real flood of Noah and his ark. Or to find 

any description of this world’s construc- 
tion shows but another heathen attempt at 
sacred history writing, and the digressions 
and discrepancies from the Mosaic account 

are but the heathen way of putting it. 
This kind of stuff will do for Sunday- 
school books. 

Mr. Jastrow savors 8 good deal of Raw- 
linson and his ‘‘Five Great Monarchies;” 
and he, ss well as many others following 
this line of research and by comparison 
trying to prove the scriptures to be an au- 
thentic history of everything they describe, 
and all that is different a lie, is a great 
stambling-block to beginners in ancient 
history. This one article of Jastrow’s will 
doubtless be read by thousands who know 
little else upon thesubject, Many may in- 


** By him were all things made: 


digging up the plains of Mesopotamia to 
eventually obtain evidence enough to crush 
out all who dare raise a voice in opposition 
o so-called sacred history. Whereas, im- 
partial inspection of this business of prov- 
ing the scriptures by these relics of the 
ancients will show to any fair-minded 
person that a good deal of straining at a 
gnat and bolting a camel whole is being 
done by the professors. '' Where is the 
professor who, after he hasdiscovered what 
he claims is a similarity in the history of a 
heathen tribe to his cherished Biblical ac- 
count, is going to point out which is the 
copy and which the original? How will 
Mr. Jastrow prove that the Jewish account 
of the flood and its extra quantity of water 
is the original and official tale and that the 
account on the Assyrian bricks deciphered 
by George Smith is only an attempt at re- 
lating the same occurrence? He will, of 
course, not try to prove it. Yet one would 
infer from his writing that he knows the 
same to be a fact. How much good does 
the Century Company do the world, the 
minds of inquiring young people, or any 
casual reader on such topics by publishing 
such stuff? None! Worse than none! 
The facts of archeological researches sre 
made to serve as means to further the ends 
of superstition and priestcraft. Mr. Jas- 
trow picks up the Biblical account of the 
destruction of Sennacherib’s army before 
the gates of Jerusalem (2 Kings xviii, xix), 
and insults the memory of this great mon- 
arch of Assyria by insinuating that he sup- 
pressed that part of the history of his cam- 
paigns. He insinuates also that Sennache- 
rib’s son and descendants and all others of 
Assyria lied about the destruction, while 
only the historians of Judea could tell the 
tale straight. How cau any sane man be- 
gin to believe this tale of Sennacherib’s 
destruction who will take the trouble to 
read on a few lines or verses into the next 
chapter (xx), where is found the accountof 
Hezekiah’s boil that was about to bring on 
his death, and of his recovery and grant of 
fifteen years more of life from the Lord ? 
Then read on to where the Lord made a 
sign of his mightiness by turning the sun 
back 10° in its course, and all for the edi- 
fication of Hezekiah. What kind of scien- 
tific men are these who set up against the 
whole nation of Assyria and their word 
and honor the assertions of a handful of 
fanatics whose very words, one following 
upon another, reveal falsehood after false- 
hood? The sun turned back 10° to please 
Hezekiah! How many of our Ohristian 
colleges when teaching astronomy make 
mention of Hezekiah’s notion and the 
Lord’s juggling? 

But if anything is to be inferred from a 
striking similarity between Assyrian and 
Jewish writings, what would be the most 
reasonable inference? Would it not be res- 
sonable when looking over the question to 
remember that Assyria or rather the 
long line of Chaldea, Babylon, Assyria, 
and Babylon again, was 8 line or race run- 
ning through thousands of years, & race 
that moved and swayed the destinies of 
the world of that day, alternating with 
Egypt a supremacy that for centuries and 
centuries and for thousands of years was 
molding the shape of history? 


History cannot reach back far enough to 
begin at the beginning of either Egyptian 
or Chaldean history, yet every student of 
ancient history knows that the portion of 
the country known as Palestine lay along 
the much-beaten track of armies going 
and coming between Egypt and Mesopo- 
tamia. How many, many millions of men 
"hav alternately made & stamping-ground 
of this portion of the world! Every army 
that passed from Asia to Egypt or vice 


versa must of necessity hav brushed: 


against the people of Judea. One need 


not stretch his imagination in the least to | 


conceive that the people of this section 
were continually under subjection to 
some warring tribe or state; now paying 
tribute to Egypt, and now to some other 
nation; perhaps being carried off in whole 
tribes and made the slaves of this or that 
great nation. In fact, it was the custom 
of Assyria for long time to punish insub- 
ordination and similar offenses by deliber- 
ately driving off whole tribes into some 
distant province of the realm, thus sever- 
ing the ties of home and family associa- 
tions, destroying the individuality and 


manhood of their subjects, and making 
the enslavement of them an easy thing. 

The inhabitants of Judes, no more per- 
haps than any other people, felt the iron 
hand of this monarchy. Is it not reason- 
able to suppose that a people who were 
now the slaves of this power and now 
of that, and again of .auother, which 
dragged them from home aud forced 
them into . slavery in some distaut 
land, would gradually lose all individual- 
ity, if they ever had auy that was more 
distinct than most savage tribes possess? 
Would they not hav acquired many of the 
ideas of the people who enslaved them? 
Would not the religious forms and ideas 
of Egypt hav had their effect upon slaves 
and vassals, yea, the very dogs of Egypt? 
Would not the Assyrians, after driving 
them away from home into perhaps the 
neighborhood of Nineveh, to slave at tem- 
ple building, or some other work, hav in- 
stilled into them ideas of Assyriau relig- 
ion, Assyrian arts and customs? After 
centuries of this kind of a life, of being 
first this one’s slave and then an- 
other’s, is it strange that we find the Bible, 
which is & product of the later days of 
these people, bristling with maledictions 
against all mankind, filled with the super- 
stitions of Egypt, of Chaldea and Assyria, 
a conglomeration of recollections and 
yarns, spook stories, and undoubtedly an 
occasional honest line or two of real his- 
toric worth relativ to some of their captors 
or masters? 

When I read such articles as Mr. Jas- 
trow’s I hope the day is not far off when 
honest men will hav shed the light of rea- 
son and honest research upon these zeal- 
ous comparers of profaue and sacred his- 
tories to such an extent that these Chris- 
tiau Ccomparers will cease to insult the 
histories of the past by their arrogance 
and presumption ; but, rather, will turn 
their energies toward: truth seeking, re. 
membering that all men in the past did as 
all men do now: imitated to some extent 
the thoughts and actions of those about 
them. As they delve into ancient history 
let them keep in mind the probable condi- 
tion of these people whom the Christian 
era has delighted to honor as the chosen 
people of God. Let them remember how 
very natural it would hav been for them 
to pick up a large number of foreign ideas. 
In fact, how could a race of people, occu- 
pying the geographical position which 
they did, help being submerged beneath 
the loads of neighboring obtrusivness? 
What could they hav known about agri- 
culture, except that which warring fac- 
tions allowed them to acquire in moments 
of peace, or else compelled them to learn 
under the lash? What about art, save 
what & master whipped into them in the 
brickyard or intemple construction? What 
about war, but that which they learned 
in the bitter school of experience with 
captors and oppressors? What education 
had they as a race upon the known sub- 
jects of their day except such 8s was 
picked up like crumbs from their masters’ 
tables? 

What nation or people honor these peo- 
ple of Judea as being the foremost in art, 
literature, science, home government, or . 
as a successful, prosperous nation? None! 
None! Yet the Christian world has seen 
fit to dub them the chosen people of God. 
And why? Was it because they con- 
structed from the religions of their cap- 
tors, who for genturies had beaten them 
about from pillar to post, a religion with- 
out a single new feature; a religion which 
only needs to be compared with that of 
their neighbors to see that they are all 
more or less an imitation of one another? 
Each was the chosen people of God; each 
had its Moses, each iis Isaiah and hun- 
dreds of other prophets who guaranteed 
direct communication with God, 

Alas! only too often do we find" such 
‘widely-circulated and really elegant maga- 
zines of literature and timely topics as the 
Century actually patting on the back an 
assertion that the source of all that there 
is iu the Bible is a lie in all particulars in 
which it differs from the Bible. Ye gods! 
Drop the curtain now. ut ring it up 
whenever au honest man is found who will 
look at these differences that are found be- 
tween the records of the Jews, or any race, 


for that matter, and the records of their 
neighbors with a and fairness. 
Jous M. Ovsaman. 
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Erildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
o Hen the night i beginning lower; 
omes a pause in the day’s occupatio 
= Thatis known as the Children's Hour." 


My Optimistie Friend. 


"Twas bitterly cold—so every one said— 

And away from the streets ped-strians fled; 
O'er the earth thesnow a mantle had cast, 
And the river below was trozen fast. 

The old ice king, with his mystical wand, 

A journey was making throughout the land; 
While grey Boreas went howling along, 
Now and then whistling an old Arctic song. 


No chill was indoors, and an amber light 

Shone out from the grate on the curtained night. 
In pessimistic mood, I closed my eyes 

And thought it almust folly to be wise; 

For however sincerely one tries to serve, 

With all his heart, and energy, and nerve, 

He finds his efforts for the gt neral good 

Are often very much misunderstood. 


Y paused to readjust my thinking cap, 

When, all at once. I heard a gentle tap, 

And Jo! in gorgeous, graceful style appeared, 
As though in affluence he had been reared, 
A very sprightly creature, undismay ed 

By this most unceremnions ra d. 

With startling buzz, he then at once began 

A lively sally on the sense of man, 

Who sees an ill when il! is never meant, 

But only highest good and good intent. 


Presently, I pulled my thoughts together 

And raid: '* tow came you out in such weather? 
And, may I ask, how you. my friend, subsist— 

I would your highest confidence enlist— 

Come, tell me now, upon what meat you feed, 
And what may be your theologic creed?” 


He circled airily around the room, 

As thengh he'd never thought of death or doom, 

And, buzzing still, began: "Ine'er go out 

In cold weather—I know what I’m about. 

And how doIaubsist? Well, by my wits 

Mostly; and then, whate’er my fancy hits 

I generally take; if not, the next best 

That shows from the north, south, the east, or 
west. 


“T take it, and am thankful. I never 

Murmur. While old time goes on forever, 

Woo cares though you or I mav laugh or cry? 
And why should either of us breathe a sigh? 
Our moaning and our grieviog changeth not 
Another’s sad mistake or sorry lot. 

As to creeds, lot ministers and laymen 

About such things contend with tongue and pen; 
I take the whole great breezy univer*e— 

Am iodependent—tree from praise or curse. 


“T liv, and I let liv, from day to day; 
Sometimes I work, but oftener I p ay. 

I'm made as wonderfully, sir, as you; 

I hear quicker and hav more eyes to view 
What's going on. My clothes are ready-made; 
They fit me well, and are just about the shade 
Ilike. Then, too, with gauzy pinions light, 

I cleave the air, amid the sunshine bright; 
Walk upside down, and cheery music make; 
Run races with the cook, and eat her cake. 


“Idine with kings and princes—make most free 
With priest and prelate on the bended knee. 
And, by and by, I shall lie down and die; 

And so will you, no ma‘ter how you try 

A thousand ways this destiny to change, 

To dodge the undertaker's certain range. 

And, when we're gone, the people, nothing loth, 
Will still move on and, quick, forget us both. 


“What may befall me iv some other sphere 
I know not, sir. nor hav I any f ar. 

As to a future heaven, or a—well, 

I'm Agnostic—I'm sure I cannot tell. 

Yet, of such things, J know as much as you 
Or any man who thinks he has the cue. 


: “I like this world; if there i+ another, 
I’, like that one, too, my friend and brother. 
But while I’m here I'll make the most of this, 
And try no good and gracious thing to miss.” 


* Ill kill the fly!” my serving-man then said. 
“He buzzes 8^, he really hurts my head.” 

“ No, Joseph, no; you will not kill the fly; 
He has the right to life. as you or I. 
The room is large enough, aud let him sing, 
And soar aloft on ficet and airy wing. 

Bring him some sugar in a dainty cish, 

And tet him eat and liv; it is my wish.” 


And so he stays with me, and hovers near, 
Buzzing the thought that only I may hear. 

The little creature, happy all day long, 

Plays hide-and-seek, and sings his gleeful song; 
And then at eve he rests upon my book, 

Is wide awake, watches my every look. 

And, in his fashion, by little speeches, 

Many wholesome lessons me he teaches. 


We take the good, nor ask thereason why, 
My merry, optimistic friend and I. 


Susan H. WixoN. 
— —— 


Something New. 
A LIBERAL CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. 


CLEVELAND. O., Jan. 28, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: Miss Lucy W. Phelps, 
of West Sutton, Mass., and myself are 
trying to organize a Liberal Correspond- 
ence Club among the young people of our 
caure. Will you kindly publish this as 
soon 88 possible, as we wish to hav the club 
in working order by the middle of Febru. 


ary or first of March. If any of your read- 
ers will enter the club, they will please 
send their names to Miss Phelps or myself. 
Yours for the cause, 
Harry B. Farrer. 

[The Editor of the Corner hopes all of 
requisit age will join this interesting and 
instructiv club. ] 

NAME, 

This society shall be called the Liberal 

Correspondence Club. 
OBJECT. 

The object of this club is to promote the 
study of the lives and writings of Liberal 
heroes and of the best writing of the other 
side, 

OFFICERS. 

The officers of this club shall be presi- 
dent and secretary, chosen by the mem- 
bers of the club, whose terms of office shall 
be three (3) months. 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS, 
The president shall hav-power to name 


the correspondents, and with the advice of | 


the secretary appoint the subjects, 

The president shall receive all corre- 
spondence, which must be forwarded to 
him within two (2) weeks after receipt of 
same, and he shall send one letter in each 
series of letters to the secretary for publi- 
cation. 

THE SECRETARY. 

The secretary shall notify each member 
of the club with whom to correspond and 
upon what subject. 

The secretary shall publish in the Lib- 
eral papers any correspondence the presi- 
dent may send. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Any person of either sex, between the 
ages of sixteen and twenty-three, may 
upon application become a member of this 
club. 

Itis hoped to hav the olub in working 
order by the first of March, and any wish- 
ing to become members will please send 
name and address to Miss Lucy W. 
Phelps, West Sutton, Mass, or H. B. 
Fairfield, 1082 Arcade, Cleveland. O. 


——— — 


Correspondence. 


Lone Lagre, Minn., Jan. 5, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: This is my second 
letter to the Corner. I was fourteen years 
of age on December 24th. 

I am going to school next Monday; we 
had two weeks’ vacation. Istudy spelling, 
arithmetic, grammar, geography, physi- 
ology, and penmanship. I hav six studies 
in all. Our teacher’s name is Robert L. 
Glasby, and I think he is a very nice 
teacher. There are about thirty or mora 
scholars in the room I am in. 

1 read the Children’s Corner every week. 
My father bas taken Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
for six or seven years, and thinks he will 
always take it. G 

I got a silk handkerchief for my Christ- 
mas present. I was invited to my aunt’s 
Christmas tree, and had all the nuts and 
candy I could eat. I had a nice time, and 
hope these lines will always find you the 
same. 

There are two churches within a mile 
and a half of onr house, and I never went 
to either of them; I don’t care about going 
there. One of them is a Catholic church 
The girls try to make me go to church and 
make their class larger, but I guess they 
won't find me there. 

We liv on a big farm and near a nice 
lake. But my letter is getting quite long, 
so I will close. 

I wish you a merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year. CARRIE WOLSFELD» 

Burriwneron, Ia., Jan. 7, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my second 
letter to the Children’s Corner. Papa has 
taken Tne TRUTH SEEKER fora long while, 
and likes it very well. I read the letters, 
etc., in the Corner every week, and like it 
very much. I will be twelve years old the 
15th of August. I hav one sister and four. 
brothers. Daisy MosENA. 


[Next time will Daisy tell us about Bur- 
lington, population, number of schools, 
and interesting points about the place?— 
Ep. C. C.J 


BEEBE, ARK., Jan. 1, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wixos: May I say a few 
words in tho Corner? 

I feel like expressing my views in the 
dear Corner. Iam an average girl of thir- 
teen years. Our family consistsof mamma, 
papa, two brotbers, and myself, all of 
whom are radical Freetbinkers, although 
we liv in the midst of Christ’s vinyard, 
with a ‘‘Joss house" within a hundred 
yards of our summer resort, and the saints 
all drink at our mineral springs, 

The holidays hav been rather dnl with 
me, because the ‘‘sky pilots” came on 
the day before Christmas, and began 
pounding the pulpits of three churches 


near here. They said they came to keep 
the young people from going to parties 
and dances, and they hav about accom- 
plished their end. 

Sometimes *' Christ's disciples” call me 
“a little Infidel,” but I glory in it. 

Yours for Freethought and reform, 
Eprr& Wyarr. 


[Edith is more than an average girl. 
May we hear from her often. —Ep. C. C.] 


CLOVERDALE, VA., Dec. 25, 1898. 

Dear Miss Wixow AND READERS OF THE 
Corner: The last time I wrote a letter to 
the Corner I trod on some people's corns 
and bunions, and they wrote me angry 
letters about it. This time to save the ex- 
pense of a half-penny card I will begin 
my letter by saying no offense is meant, 
but if anything in this letter should come 
home to & man, let him not send it to his 
next-door neighbor, but get a coop for his 
own chickens. People forget that I hav 
other fish to fry, and they don't recollect 
that it is hard to get blood out of a turnip. 
Nobody expects cows to catch crows, or 
hens to wear hats. Don’t puta round peg 
in a square hole, nor wind your watch with 
a corkscrew, nor send a tender-hearted 
man to whip wife-beaters. Well, I hope I 
will receive no more angry letters. The 
following is & description of the countr 
where I liv. There are mountains all 
around me. Itis a beautiful and healthful 
climate in the valley of Virginia. The 
land is very produetiv, our neighbors 
being very pious. 

Iam the only Atheist in this community. 
Well, Christmas is here, and I am having 
a nice time. I went to a revival at Bon- 
sacks last Sunday, and I wish you could hav. 
heard those golden-lipped, silver-tongued 
preachers. They went’ on worse than the 
negroes do. One of the preachers told me 
if I would read three verses in the Psulm T 
would cry like a baby. I told him to get 
his Bible and I would read them. I could 
read the whole Bible through from begin- 
ing to end and not shed onetear. I wasin 
Fincas the last court day, and the clerk 
told me the marriage record was rather 
dull; he said that one widow came to him 
and told him she meant ‘‘ bizness,’’ and 
would he let her hav a license at half price? 
She would pay the preacher in potatoes. 
What do you think of that? Well as my 
letter is getting rather long and tiresome, I 
will bring it to a close. ill, be glad to 
correspond with any of the readers of the 
Corner. Wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. From a little 
Atheist. CHARLES Wm. POWERS. 

P. S.—Santa Claus made an assignment 
Dec. 24, 1893. Grover Pran, oies: 


[We are glad to hear from Charles once 
more.—Ep, C. C.] 


Aroutson, Kan., Dec. 8, 1893. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: Hark! I hear a 
doleful sound, and as this is Sunday it 
must be the braying of a preacher; but let 
him bray all day, Yl] finish this letter if I 
hav to stop my ears with a \ ad of cotton. 
Probably if he knew I was writing a letter 
to an Infidel paper on Sunday his brays 
would change to sobs But if all these 
vagabonds will get in their pulpits and sob 
and bray until their hearts cease to beat, I 
think the Infidel would be willing to de- 
fray all funeral expenses, for it would 
cause every Infidel in the land to rejoice 
if these sky. pilots would all depart down 
the narrow path to the great beyond. Oh. 
that I might hav my request, and that God 
would grant me the thing that I long for! 
These are the supposed words of Job, but 
they are mine in reality. If God had 
granted Job his request the rascal would 
never hav fulfilled it, because I believe he 
was too much like the blow-hard preacher 
of to-day who declares he is going to do 
something good but never does it; but I 
think if my request was granted either in 
person or letter from God (and that re- 
quest would be to let me stop that bray- 
ing), I would try and fulfill it whether I 
succeeded or not. If the braying of these 
donkeys would cease to be heard, the num- 
ber of convicts wculd begin to decrease. 
I think that some day the braying and 
sobbing of these two-legged donkeys will 
no longer disturb his four-legged ancestors 
from their peaceful doze. It seems to me 
as though the preacher surely originated 
from the donkey, as his voice and looks 
greatly resemble this harmless creature, 
Still they show no improvement on their 
long-eared ancestors.. s 

Well, church must be out, as I no longer 
hear that distarbing noise, and as the 
preacher has quit disturbing me I shall 
quit disturbing him. 

Although quite cold, this is in many 
respects a beantiful day. The first snow 
of the season is here and givs greeting to 
the schoolboy and his sled. To look down 
upon the old Missouri, with her water 
struggling against the huge chunks of ico; 
to look at the grand snow-capped hills be- 
yond, with their naked trees shivering 
with cold, and the brilliant sun with its 


rays of gold trying to free the ground of 


this glittering mass, makes a scene far 


heaven or the devil’s unknown hell. 
For fine scenery, Kansas is unsurpassed. 
Probably the most delightful time to look 
upon the scenes of the sunflower state is 
the latter part of May. Her flowers are 
all in bloom to scent the air with their 
volumes of odor, the green fields of wheat 
are fighting with the breeze, her millions 
of acres of corn herald to the world that 
she is inferior to no state in the union, her 
immense forests are full of the charming 
melody of the birds, the jack rabbit jumps 
from his cosy bed and invites the hound 
to giv him chase, hundreds of lovely 
streams traverse her broad domain; all 
this greets the eye of the person who seeks 
pleasure in this far-off western state. 

In my next I will try to describe the 
town in which I liv. Your anti-Christian 
friend, CHARLES B. REMSBURG. 


9060500066 
YN CRAND DISCOVERY ! $ 


WANTED—A live man or woman in every @ 

county where we have not already secured & 
representative to sell our "Nevada Silver" 
SOLID METAL. Knives, Forks and Spoonsto con- 
sumers; a50lid metal whiteas silver; no plate to 
wear off; goods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth that of silver; the chance of a life- 
time; agents average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales everywhere, so great is the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 
lion Dollars’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 

/. Free. Adčress Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 PpP., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tepe, heavy, toned paper. broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000r0ld. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 


Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland. D.D., in 1871. Price. 250. 


Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 


Thomas Paine —Was He Junius? Second 


edition, enlarged, with best iikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, b cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book is just what its title implies —thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the- 
effeot of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knee.” 


A new edition of that splendid Prose poem, 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Coi, R. G- 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the bany, 

crrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." Ic will 
make a delightful present, and will be a -ouvenir 
not only of intellectua! greatness, but of arti-tic 
workmanshiv. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size 18 12x16 inches, and tle 
price onlv 75 cents. post-paid. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Tar TRUTH 


į SEExeR need a File Binder, which we will send on 


grander than the Christians’ pictured receipt of one dollar. 
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New Publications. | New Publications. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and, Social | 


Development, and that The Promotion of Pl 
| easure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


Xiy Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


Cc ; 
Boox L—PLEASURE: Chap. I.—Sources of. Pisses Oak . 
: Oe ere Chap. IV —Social Pleasures. Cha . V.—Pleasures of the Savage, th 
Boox IL—ÍNTELLEOTUAL DuveLopubier: Chap [ genesis of religions. Chap. VIL.—Christianity. 
han. ML den! Pleasures: Knowledge. “Chap. TV. ldea] Pleasures: Rosson. Onano V. 
A mn Poem. d . D. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 
ook II.—MoRAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L— Morality. Chap. IL.— i " 
Chap. Vrae Pree easten: Refinement. Chap. ia Picea. Praet, 
Caused by Restraint. . ap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL — Vice 
Book IV.—SociAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L— 


IL—Material Pleasures. Chap. IIL— 


o : " : 
Socialism: Respe:tivly an Actual, an Tmrainent he Propono gtion, Capitalism, and 
Sovereignty. Chap. III Condition of Agri-ulvure. Bone t Violation of dndividual 


Mene, Mene. Tekel of Socialism. Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 


Here are some of the verdicts i 1 i 
men who are in every way qualified a Jn this ze parkablo production which have been rendered by 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that tes ri j i 
out ma h dbought bd the a. is thin or not. pex the ng pb es kl p 
m qu word Pledsure cx Thaaaeys BW ponin. ot life, and the real cau:e and motive of progress? 
e sharply attacks, also, modern methous of educati i i i 
borne eut py the facts, and his arraignment is practically pela jee b qu neut yd 
curious and sug estive ono. New York Commeretat Advertiser. ° 
Ti 8 book knows how to writ is writi 
There E not a praded. Ed an ha yolume, not an book, mud kiowa w hat he is wr iting shout, 
B ows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows f alities and 
truth. e do not see how anyone can read this book and di o wi fing proposition 
mba work ie goody evry dhacter te NOUS tee kan ron with the leadin pronositions. 
chapter on public scboojs ought to be put into a tract and a ant. t pavers Hacker htc a iene 
sends ot ponionoss areny mortay of being framed as political maxims gen aonar Prey m EX 
Ih bolg bones sayings lo tea KW pne ODIT for its literary style, which is clear an4 incisive, but for 
ere we have philosophy up to date, the advance word of th i i ; 
abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words 2 the conduct o BESTEN EtA 
trated with gach an abundance of anecdote and metaphor as add, real entertainment to solid in- 
struction. E his isan important book, striking at superstition and unreas nable tradition, and up- 
holding individual liberty in defiance of governmental lawand sosial custom. After reading this 
book one feels that the author will never be able to write another, for he has put all his life and 
knowledge into Jes one. very: page bristles with points; there is no padding or filling in. no mere 
literary emoe snmHN bitoloan out ppo egms abound, and every line is dictated by nard-head: d 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Uniou. 


"Pleasure and Progress” has 398 pages. ie splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, £0 cents. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEYT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHUROH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


185 


Full~Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST 


DESIGNS BY WATS;N HESTON, 
WITH PURTRAIT OF 
THÉ DESI GNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests. 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 

2 = The Church Robbing the People. |5 ee Missionaries. 

E] i Thanksgiving. 1 f ‘The Lord's Instruments. 

(6 Sabbath Laws. 25 n Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
14 3 Children and the Church. 1 * , . The Church and Slavery. 

10 2 Womau and the Church. 2 " Yriests and Politics. 

(6 ki The Church and Thomas Paine. 4 e reland and the Church. |. 

4 s Studies in Natural History. 2 ps Church’s idea of Civilization. 

3 ° The Bible and Science. 1 ee The Uses of the Cross. 

15 A The Olergy and 'f'heir Flocks. 4 pi Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
i a Piet7in Our Penitentiaries. 9 “ Persecutions of the Church. 

4 s The Atonemen: Scheme. 12 = Some Allegories. 

4 " The Lord and His Works. 8 "e Heaven. 

2 oe Prayer. 6 e Hell. 

10 jM The Oresds. 7 * Miscellaneous. 

1 ee Christians and Mohammedans. i 


A most extraordinary publicati n, We venture the assertion that nothing likeit has ever be. 
fore appeared iu this country, ana itis very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub- 
lished, We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 
‘At twice the price it world have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful siccess. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Li‘ eral in 
Americg will desire a coy v of this most wonderful volume.—(Freethinkers Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves ‘0 be called the artist-hero of Liberalism , He nas dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done fai:hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of ‘his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of reading 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations and secondly as texts to prove the ttter 
faisity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
book is one of tne best weapons against Christianity and the church tha’ has cver been put .n the 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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JOHN E. 
REMSBURG’S. 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A. Christian? 

For fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irres'stibie and overwheiming, and which must put this question 
at rest forever. In addition to the testim ny of tweuty wa.nesses who claim that Lincoln wa 
a Christian, aud which is reviewed an refuted, ne adduce: the testimony of more than a hun. 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoin wa; not & Christian. ‘These witnesses include 
^is wife and other relatives; his three law Dartuers; his private secretaries; members of hi. 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of Lis most) tim.te friends. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlargea 
As a Missionary Document it is uaexcelled. Amor ; the subjects considered by Mie. 
Remsburg are: ‘the Church and Morality; Crim nal Statiss.cs, showing the creeds of the pris 
oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Church and Science; the Churs.: 
and Learuing; the Church and Liberty; the Caurch and the Antislavery Reform; the Womau': 
Rights Movement; the Temperance Reform; the Church and the Republic. Price, 10 ceut 


singly; 75 c:uts per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Chea ing; Thett and Robbery ; Adultery and Prostitu- 
tion; Murder; Wars of Congue.t an i Extermunatioa; Despotism; Intolerance and Persecu- 
tion; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Canniba:ism; Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
rance and idiocy; Obscenity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, 81. S-ecial discount 
on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 
ever written on the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. ‘Tl: 
uestion is dis ussed under the fo lowing heads: Origin of the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewirli 
abbath; the Christian Scriptures and the Suvbath; Examination of Sunday Argumeat ; 
Origin of the Christian Sabbath; Testimony of tae Curistian Fathers; the Sabbath durin 
the Middle Ages; tha Puritan Sabbath; Testimony of Ohrisuan Reformers, Scholars, and 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Lass. Price, 45 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: 
Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an U^. 
believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; je- 


doz., 40 cents. 
Thomas Paine. Tells the story of the Author-Hero?s Life, 
and vindicates his name from tlh» 


delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, i ne, 1 
aspersious cast upon it. Choice extracts from '* Common Sense,” * American Orisis,” '* Right 
of Man,” and " Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paiue's character from more than 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and Amer ca, many of them written expressly for tli 
work. Second edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted peper, neatly bound, and containing u 
handsome steel portrait of Paiue. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


An address del vered in Paine Hall, bef:re the N. E. Freethinkers' Convention, 


29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. 
b dar E TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
For all the above works address TH Lo Latuyette Placa, Now York. 


January 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Antiqnity, 


CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING. 
WITH NUMEROUB ILLUSTRATIONS. 


[Heathen Lilustration of the Te emptation.) 


The Zundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them “to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law ; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in their actions.” But an evil demon came to them in 
the form of a Serfend, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 
immortality, Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 
quently they feli, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 
which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. 

BrBLE Mytus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 
story. 


1 Vol. 8v0., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.50. 
Sent post-paid by the TRuTH SEEKER. 
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Jot for Parsons. Old Id Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated. 


“ THE: Es naughtso much the spirit calms 
As rum and true religion." — Byron. 


** WgaT are your hopes for the future?" 
asked the solemn man. ‘‘I hav none just 
now,” replied the youth. ‘‘ To-morrow is 
my best girl’s birthday, and I’m worrying 
about the present.”—Life’s Calendar. 


Tommy: Maw, doesn’t anybody but good 
people go to heaven? Mrs. Figg: That is 
all, my son. Tommy: But maw, how does 
the good people enjoy themselvs if they 
ain’t any bad people there for them to try 

and manage?— Enquirer. 


Nor very long ago in London 8 preacher 
indulged ina little bit of sarcasm over s 
&mall collection, and he did it very neatly. 
** When I look at the congregation,” said 
he, ‘‘Iask, Where are the poor? and when 
Ilook at the collection I ask, Where are 
the rich?" 


A MANGHESTER carter was one day 
swearing at his horse, which had fallen in 
the street, when a virtuous gentleman 
came out from his house opposit to ask if 
he knew where he would go when he 


died. ‘‘It doesna’ matter a d——,” re- 
plied the carter; ‘‘I’ve friends i’ both 
places," 


InzranD the other day & good and true 
story of a little girl; too good to keep, and 
so I will giv it away: An older sister was 
hearing her lesson in American history, 
the subject being the capture of Ticonde- 
roga by Ethan Allen—who demanded the 
surrender ‘‘in the name of Jehovah and 
the Continental Congress." 'The sister 
asked: '*What was the Continental Con- 
gress?” and the child gave a satisfactory 
answer. ' Who was Jehovah?” ‘‘ Well, I 
don’t exactly know. I think it was either 
Columbus or George Washington.”—St. 
Louis Republic. 


Turn refusal of the government to supply 
a convict with a set of artificial teeth re- 
minds the Eastern Daily Press of the 
clerical authority for stating that the jail- 
ers in **another place" are more accom- 
modating. For on a wicked and toothless 
old woman being reminded, as she lay 
a-dying, of the wailing and gnashing of 
teeth reserved for those who depart im- 
penitent, she perkily rejoined, with & 
chuckle, “Let them gnash ’em as has 
'em." ‘*My good woman,” said the par- 
son, much Y fooked. **the teeth will be 
provided. " - London Freethinker. 


KAINTUOK PHILOSOPHY. 


You Wi'yam kum heah, sah, dis instunoe! 
Wut dat yo’ got under dat box? 

I do’ want no foolin’—yo’ hesh me? Wut 
yo’ say? Aint nut’in’ but rocks? 

'"Peahs tuh me you’s owdashus p'ticler. 
Sposin’ dey’s uv a new kine. 

I'll] des take a look at dem rocks. Hi yi! 
duz yer t’ink dat l'se blind? 


I calls dat a plain watermilyun, yo’ scamp, 
en I know whah it growed; 

It kums fum de Jimmerson cawn-fiel’ dah 
on de ter side er de road. 

Yo’ stole it, yo’ rascal—yo’ stole it! I 
watched yo’ fum down in de lot; 

En time I gits thoo with yo’, niggah, yo’ 
wont be ev'n a grease spot! 


Til fix yo .—Mirandy! Mirandy!. go cut 
me a hie’ry, make ‘age! 

En cut me de tufes’ and keenes’ yo’ œn 
find anywhar on de place. 

I'"l larn yo’ , Mr. Wr? yam Joe Vetters, ter 
steal an’ ter jie, yo’ young sinner; 

Disgracin’ yo’ old Christian mammy, en 
makin’ her leave cookin’ dinner! 


Now aint yo’ ashamed er yo’se’f, sir? Lis. 
I's ashamed you's my gon! 

En de holy acorjan angel, he's ashamed er 
what yo’ has done; 

En he's tuck it down yonder in coal black, 
blood-red letters— 

** One watermilyun stolen by Wi'yam Jo- 
sephus Vetters.” 


En wat you sposen Brer Bascom, yo' 
teacher at Sunday-school, 

"Ud say ef he knowed how you’s broke de 
good Lord’s gol’n rule! 

Boy, whah’s de raisin’ I giv you? Is yo’ 
boun’ fuh ter be a black vilyun? 

I's s’prised dat B chile er yo’ mammy 'ud 
steal any man’s watermilyun. 


En T's now gwineter cut it right open, en 
yo’ shant hav nary bite, 

Fur a boy who'll steal watermilyuns—en 
dat in de day's broad light — 

Aint—Lawdy! it's green!” Mirandy! Mi- 
randy! come on wid dat switch! 

Well, stealin’ & g-r-e-e-n watermilyun! 
Who ever yeerd tell er de sich? 


Cant tel w 'en dey' sripe? W'y you ihump 
'em, en w'en dey goes ‘‘pank” dey is 
green; 

But w’en dey goes ‘‘ punk,” now you mine 
me, dey’ s ripe—en dat’s des w’at I mean. 

En nex’ time you hook watermilyuns—you 
heerd me, you ig’nant, you hunk, 

Ef yo’ dont want a lickin’ all over, be sho 
dot dey allers go '*punk!"— Harpers. 


MINOR RUE RECEN E: 


IT WILL 
MAKE YOU. 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor. 
A Queer Family, 

leaac and His “ Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon. 


IT WILL 
CORNER. 
THE 


PARSON. 
Full~Page 
400 Pages: 2 00 . Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacririm. 
Samson the Strong, s 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not kxcel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards. illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $$1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER OG. 


16-page Jlustrated Book 
giving dates and prices 


FREE 


Clerk it, 152 pem Building, Boston, Mass, 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 
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Price. 
Truth Seeker Annnal, 1891......... cogis 80 25 
en, Women, and Gods, "Helen H. Gar- z 
The Ago of À "Reason. ‘Thomas Paine. llins- = 
Aliswere 1e Christian Qnestions. "M. Bon- ^ 
Christan Abeurdiües. Sohn Peck. 20 
ictor Hngo's Oration on Voltaire.. 10 
TheCrisis. Thomas Paine. Ilinstrate 40 
Travels in Path d John E. Remsburg.... 25 
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During the year other standard Freethonght 
works will be pnblished and sent to snbscribers 
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arly subscribers at $8 receive all the nnmbers 


published in one year. ordering please 
which year is desired. ENTM 


Single nnmbers sold at prices qnoted 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL H EALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natnral Restorative Power. 
By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from. an nnderstanding of its principles. 


Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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exe aum ess OLD COINS | THE WLY CROSS SERIES 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerente of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were 
It contuins very plain statements,in very un 
varnished language, :. md theunmasking is com 

lete, provin " them to have been crnel, in 
rigning, and icentions men. Considering th 
rapid growth Catholicism in this. conntr 
this book pant be too widely disseminate 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Diselosnres of Maria Monk. 
as exhibited in a narrative ot her sufferings dur 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, anc 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dier 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti 
Catholic book k published has created more ex . 
citemeut, and had such a circulation as thi: 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholic: 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "n 
better than she shonid be," but investigation 
disclosed that her ' chil of shame” was none 
other than the child o er priest-sedncer 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 


` urieular Confession and Popish Nnn: 


neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five. 
years a confessing priest. A’ revelation. of th 
icentious practices of the e prests and nung iy 
thene religious brothels, ere is no question ' 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of tht. 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no anestior 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amonnt: 
of money now allowed it by our various cit; 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 7 


che. Priest in Absolntion. A Review oi. 
the system of auricular confession, including. 
copious extracts from the “ Confessional Un- 
masked," from, the “Master Key to Popery,” 
ete. The work is a protest against and an appea' 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thonghtfully a religious system 80 invasivt 
of privacy, so powerfnl for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
vale fy to the ingenuons openness of youth, 
to the freedom of thought, speech and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 


*riestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev, Geo. Townsend Fox, of Dnrham. Eng. 
land.. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in Bienes of the Roman decree that 
vriests shail not mary. Price. paper. 1* cents. 
Wster Lucy and. Her Awfnl Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore. 
ham, Essex, England. Showing thas con vont: 
are inimical to hentar y, Virtue, and freedom 
Price, paper, D cen 
'"''HE urn BLEKWR UO. 


u sf4yette Pinte Ptase New Vu Vovk Bay 


FTU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TR 


SEEKER 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 


CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con 
cerning the life and times of Apollonins o 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the firs 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were S appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of t. istian religi jon in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. he pla iarism 
is made plain in ur brief history of Ápollonius 
pert in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is qnite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was snppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


18 Lafayette place, New York Oity 


‘Price, 10 cents. 
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Wettstein’s ^ Repair : Department. 


Otto WET1sTEIS, Rochelle, Ml.. Bro. Material- 
ists The watch sent yon a short time ago for 
eran wan received in just three and a half 
days from t time it left this station. 

t was pnt into A No ! shape and is rnnning 
fine. I wish to compiiment you on your manner 
of doing bnsiness and will assnre yon that when 
I have o her work in your line to bə done yon 
shall have it. . E. SMITE. 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. have personally 
managed my repair depsrtment for 34 years and 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishment 
untilin perfect order and closely regulated, 

PRICE LIST, 


Cleaning, a5 Springs, $1; jewels, $1; br three 
$1jobs at $2 
"Al Liberal dis- 


l SE ae rantaa one year. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


connts to &genta. - 


THB: LIBBRAL JBWBLBR. 


il LLE, ILL. 


a Freethought Badge. 
DE SIGNER OF- The Ingersoll! Sonvenir Spoon. 
Otto Wettstein Watch. | - 


Send for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 
Mention Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 


“A NEW WORK 


; BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Anthor of “The Bible and Evolntion," 
ENTITLED ` 


Christianity and Evolution, | 


With preface by 
‘J. M. WugELER, Snb-editor ot Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS ?- 
By R, B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


as plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
important medical discovery—an Qute 

ward Application—a positive cure—tbe only rem- 

edy of dne ind in existence—with evidences of suc 

cess. Address, DR, R. p, FELLOWS, 

Say where yon saw this adver Vioeland, N. J. 


HW^I wish to say that I am an out-and-ont 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste ur 
uma and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. 

1D. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOOK, Price, 15 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 10, 1894. 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND; 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
. structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


‘Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald by us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thonsan , 
“ Humboldt Library of Seience,” the «International Beientific Bethea ee anoh as those of the 
sim », W3 orresponden 
tributing toward the origin and evolntion uf org&nio Dn thom, ai of the known factors oon- 


Jo you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A OHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
: SCIENCE! | 


It is entertaining as well as enlightenin, i "T h-ahi : 
—t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal fine rin lesd youto "worth ship” (worship) nature 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 2 Lafavette Place, New York. 


RELIGION A CURSE, | 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
| ^» — RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedtoated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religton, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


» 


A work bnrning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closi , i 
on Snnday—an act which practically nnited the government, and the Oea sing the World B Fale 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered bëfore the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the Honse of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Pntnam, which have never before been pnt in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethonght; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the openin exercises of the Bilverton, Ore., Free- 
thonght Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shnt the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 

. The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this conntry. It should be distribnted widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in 
reader will bny a copy to lend his neighbor and aronse thought. 


Price % cents; Five copies Jor $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


A NEW BOOK.-AND A MOST ORIGINAL ONE. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Christ’s coming, the 
pal characters are analyzed and shown tobe hnman, by thonght and deed. It is made plain that the 
psouliar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfnges, miracles, wonder-workings, and snpernatnral pad- 
ding are the roper ofaprins ord - then existing barbarism, ignorance, and snperstition, constitnt- 
ar politics o e e : 


Address 


ing the pec 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 

The Earth. Ia General. 
The Chemical Aspect. BY the Sin” 
The Sun. By the Kidneys. 
Genesis—The Oreation. Digestion and Nutrition. 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. The Elementary Substances. 

The Deluge. Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 


The Scriptural God—The Creation. 
The Oreation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—OConfirmation of the Idea of God, 


The Soul—What Is It? 
Sin ad Salvation. 


The Mind. 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The !;^clesiastiea] Kindergarten. 

God Save the King. Rational Review. : 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 

The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 

The Christian Era. Every Man li Own ed. is 

DIEN Pus regole: _ ‘Tables {Stet Wiens They Spring. 

i The aster Tisgnes. seen tas M for Human Conduct. 
2 The Muscular Tissnes. ° 
The Nervons Tissnes. ILLUSTRATIONS. . : 
Food and Food-Snbstances. Map of the Intellectnal Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 


Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 
Thirty Chapters—Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages 
Large 12mo. 


In Cloth, $$1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetio, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the direetor-general's address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
sll in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


l ILLUSTRATED. , 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARE, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 


d the stay-at-h to see where he went. 
s A i BURD'S-EYE. "VIEW li OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at s 


glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 
| Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. 


TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 


Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
rinci- 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thnmbscrew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially Pu ared, and the text by Geo. E. Mao- 
donal aper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of.the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 16 cents 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By Tobu E.Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 60 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World?s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samnel P. Pntnam. Paper, 25 


cents. E 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samnel P. Putnam, Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Desigued by an Intel- 
gent Being. By the Editor of TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 16 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8&8. 
Bell Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasnre is the sine 
qua non of Intellectnal, Moral, &nd Social 

evelopmént, and that the Promotion of 
gdegsure -is ihe Dni of Philanthropy and 

tatesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. — . 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Idea to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. - 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $8. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
_lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Argnments with the Spiritn- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. ] 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 


IN PRESS. 


Fonr Hundred Years: of Freethought. 
By Samnel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant binding, over one hnndred 


Or- 
traits, $5. n 


D 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—o— 


Anoient Votces 
from the Spirit 
-Heaum disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


to be of 
Heathen Origin, 


[ILLUBTBATED.) 
Price, -- -- $150. 


Address 


The Freethinker’s Badge-pin 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE UTE 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Trura 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 600. more, . 
; Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


—FOR— 


3e-1894.. 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 
CONTENTS: 


"he Gospe. of Love, À Poem, Capt. W. B. 
R. Bithell, B.8c., 


Edward Clodd; A 
tality, Frederick Millar: Is Immortality a Dream, 
W. Stewart R 


Price, 35 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayeite place, New York. 


«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


be widely circulated to meet the calnmny. Price, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Proving Christianity. 
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Os of Bhought. 


We believe in telling the truth even to 
the young.— Unity. 


Tux opinions of some men are merely & 
lot of bad habits, — Galveston News. 


Ir is better to know more and believe 
less than to believe so much and know so 
little.— Boston Investigator. 


Homanrry to animals is a duty reposing 
on the same foundations as the claims of 
man to humanity.— Bentham. 


Wr repeat that the Bible cannot be the 
test of truth, but truth must be the test of 
the Bible. — Christian Register. 


Ir is only by the unremitting perform- 
ance of individual duty that any public 
evil will be remedied or any publie good 
accomplished.—A. W. Tourgee. ` 


For myself, I do not believe in any 
revelation. As for a future life, every 
man must judge for himself between con- 
flicting vague probabilities, I am not the 
least afraid to die.— Charles Darwin. 


Ir'a Christian tells you of the persist- 
ency of superstition, point ont to him the 
anti-Semitic feeling which has come down 
through the ages, and still characterizes 
enlightened people.—Jewish Exponent. 


Tun simple fact is that in the seven- 
teenth century, as in the centuries which 
preceded as well as those that hav fol- 
lowed—in Massachusetts just as much as in 
Spain — discussion, the antagonisms of 
thonght and idea, were no less necessary 
to mental activity and development than 
was atmospheric movement to air purity. 
—Charles Francis Adams. 


We are amazed that the opponents of 
the parochial school system say so little 
about the necessity of making our public 
schools more American and less Protest- 
ant. The child of the Catholic should in 
every way be treated as considerately as 
the child cf a Protestant. The whole at- 
mosphere of the schovl-room should be 
sacredly kept clear of sectarian influences. 
There should not be a word read nor a 
preyer uttered, as a religions exercise, for 
who can read the Bible or make a prayer 
without injecting his peculiar belief into 
the reading or the prayerful utterance?— 
Progressiv Age. 


Progress is a matter of race, and is 
most strikingly visible in Teutonic peoples 
and under Teutonic rule; yet it is not 
denied that in Teutonic peoples the decay 
of belief is most marked. Speaking ot 
these peoples, Cardinal Newman declared, 
with exaggerated gloom, that, unless a 
new revelation came from above, Ohris- 
tianity would disappear before the end of 
the century. Ireland and Spain, the two 
most entirely Christian nations, do little 
or nothing for civilization—nothing for the 
collectiv intelligence, nothing for the col- 
lectiv conscience, nothing for the collectiv 
well-being. Ireland mutilates dumb ani- 
mals; Spain meets cholera with the cruci- 
fix and religious processions.—Furneaux 
Jordan. 


Formerty, that John Smith might cross 
a river, some other John Smith must be 
sacrificed by being built up in the bridge, 
otherwise that edifice would not stand. 
Just think of it. By the olden bridges 
over our streams we cross on human bones. 
It is believed that you may now cross a 
stream in safety without such sacrifice 
being made for you; but there are still a 
goodly number among us who believe that 
the bridge which leads over from time into 
eternity is not safe apart from the belief 
that & certain personage was sacrificed, 
and, as it were, built up in that bridge. 
We hav among us an educated class of 
professional men, who make their living 
by enjoining upon us to lay stress on the 
fact that this personage was built up in 
the bridge between Life and Death, and 
that it is perilous to set foot on it lacking 
that belief. — Saladin. 


A ooxeLy face hath Nature 

None! Are you sad? She smiles, 
your grief past 

And gladness come? Her skies are over- 
cast. 

In your chameleon moods she hath no 
part. ‘ 

Praise her—your warmest words will ne’er 
impart 

A fiush the more to her full loveliness; 

Flout her, and she will offer you, no less, 

Flowers, fruitage, all the affluence of her 
art. 

Die, she will send her merriest’ birds to 


but no heart. 
Is 


sing . 
Outside your window, and, upon your 


brow, : 
ahed showers of sunbeams, bright over- 
ow; 
Go down into your grave, no cloud will 
fiing . . 
Its shade in sorrow that your tale is told— 
Sle is a comely mother, but stone cold. 
—T. Westwood. 


. bon Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents, 
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Bui ltr i 


THE INSAIRED 
| WORD of GOD, 
The XVI Chapter 
of EZEKIEL 

0 ANY 


A CHANCE FOR THE CLERGY. 


Drutídje Sreigeift-Biidher. 


Wier haben folgende Bäder in 


 Deufcher Sprache welde fefc berühmt find. 


rr Die Yervthiiiner Mojes, “ 
Eine Fritifce Belenchtung des Pentatench für 
Widerfpruch zur modernen Weltan: 
fchauung und Gefittung. 
von Col. R. G. Sugerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib mrd ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 


——— 


‘Moderne Gotterdimmernng, ^ 
von Gol, R, G. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. 


„n Wunder und Wanderthater, 
von John Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Giaube und Bernunft, 
oder LE BON SENS. 


rSinifey-Patolifden Priefters Jean Meslier. 
vad) TE eter Orne! üüberfebt von 
Fraulein Wnna Knoop. 

501 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier Umidjlag und 
Haren Druck. Unfere Dentfchen Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Ybdreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is ofcred fora surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160, We will sel! it for 
half-price—80. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Agent's profitspermonth Will prove 
it or pay forfeit. New art cles just out. 
À $1.10 sample and terms free. Try us. 
CHIDESTER & Sop, 26 Bond St., N. Y. 
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Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMEN'T 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind. and will Be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded op every occasion. 
In paper, 25.cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH,SEEKER, 


Sent Post Paid 


| ee THUMBSCREW AND 


12 COPIES OZ 
$1.00 - 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries fo 


the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy snqguisition. 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Spanish Collar, [humbscrew, Iron Collar, the Racs.the Iyon Crown, Leg Ocusher, the Stocks, 


by the Inquisition, Breaking and Buraiug on the 


“I uscu to rea 


Price, 10 Cents per Copy. 


bat it did not burn itself into my soul. I did 


the Heretic C teher, he {ron Boot, the Hot Mitse., a Mouth-oear (gag), trou Masks recommended 


Wheel, ths Dacking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, tae Iron Virgiu Up to Date the Execu;ion Bell, etc. aur 

C d in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, " how our fathers persecuted mankind Bat I 
never appreciated 1t. - Lread ii, i 


the 1ntamies tbat have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments thas 
Christians used.” i 


id not really appreciate 


12 Copies for $1.00 


BUY A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCAT KR THEM AMONG YOUR ee Or EOD BORA! 


Address THE 1RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Piace, New York. 


METROPOLITAN INFORMATION CONCERN ANSWERS ANY QUESTION 
Leg 96 ASE HEN. EXECUTES ORDERS 50c, & up. Coss tmr fenere 0o 


Among these are Rev. Dr. Gottheil, Henry George, Gordon & Dilworth, New" York; Edw. Osgood Brown, Chicago. EACH, 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzoncz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley iu scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part o 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere tbrough- 
put organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. Adaptation and 
beauty aro alike receiving their explanation &t 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
AJl nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner an 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as tbe change which has taken 
place has taken, plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
pie d. P i loth, $2. 

ustrateđ. Price, cloth, < 
Aadress, THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper. facanta: cloth, 7& cante 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 


By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price % sents. 


A SHORT 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formaticn and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 
Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted ae Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 

Heretics. The Christian Canon. i 

; Paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Peing the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to HationaMfsm. 7 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
ai Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price,50 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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JY ews of the Week, 


Francois Coppers, French poet and — 
dramatist, is dead. 


Tue Thompson-Houston Electrice Com- 
pany, of New York, has passed into the 
hands of a receiver. 


Tur district court at St. Paul has de- 
clared the Minnesota Anti-Ticket Scalpers’ 
law unconstitutional. 


GzoncE W. Cuatups, the philanthropic 
editor of the Philadelphia Public Ledger, 
died last week from an attack of paralysis, 


Aveust VAILLANT, the bomb-thrower of 
the French Chamber of Deputies, was 
guillotined on the morning of February 


“6th. 


Governok FLowER has approved the bill , 
appropriating $1,000,000 for new parks in 
Ney York. and work upon them will begin 
at once. 


Ture has been considerable rioting in 
the Mansfield coal district of Pennsylvania 
during the last ten days. . Some lives hav 
been lost. 


Rostra Vores, the actress, died in Eng- 
land on January 27th. She was the young- 
est and considered the best of the famous 
Vokes family. -` i 


Tue Supreme Court of Iowa reaffirms 
its decision that the prohibitory amend- 
ment to the state constitution was not le- 
gally adopted. 


Governor Turman, of South Carolina, 
bas some of the state militia under arms 
to defend the constabulary in enforcing 
the dispensary law, and deaths hav oc- 
curred. i : 


Dr. Moor, of New York, has discovered 
that permanganate of potash is a perfect 
antidote for the poison of morphine, if 
taken at once and in a quantity equal to - 
the amount of morphine swallowed. : 


In Rio Janeiro harbor Admiral Benham, 
of the United States navy, threatened to 
sink ‘the insurgent warships if they con- 
tinued to fire upon our merchantmen, 
Admiral Mello said he would yield to su- 
perior force. 


Jupes Donny, of the United States 
Court for the Nebraska district, has fixed 
the reduced scale of wages for the U. P. 
Railway employees, and enjoined them 
against striking. Of course, when men in 
government employ strike it is practically 
rebellion. À 


Gen. Françors Maniaat, who has been 
plotting to overthrow President Hippolyte, 
of Hayti, was arrested at Kingston, Ja- 
maica, on January 29th, just as he was 
leaving that city to go aboard a vessel that 
had brought arms and ammunition for him. 
from av American port. 


Tur Wilson Tariff bill, with the income 
tax rider, passed the House of Representa- 
tiva on February ist by a vote of 204 to 
140. The affirmativ vote was cast by 195. 
Democrats and 9 Populists; the negativ 
by 122 Republicans, 17 Democrats, and 1. 
Populist (Newlands, Nev.). 


Tue hard times hav closed 1,000 saloons: 
in Chicago. In some of the factories a. 
North Side coffee house will leave at noon 
huge cauldrons of hot soup and ooffee, 
which will be sold at two cents a pint. - 
This procedure will, it is hoped, hav some: 
eftect against the alcoholic evil. 


Last week it was stated that in the 150) 
cells of the Tombs in this city were conr 
fined 550 prisoners, and only one narrow 
cot in each cell. The dilatoriness of the 
Court of Gereral Sessions and the assistant: 
district attorneys is the cause of the 
erowded condition of the prison. 


' Mayor Horpxins, of Chicago, says that 
Chicago is on the verge of bankruptcy. 
The comptroller’s estimates must be cut 
down $3,000,000 if the municipality is to 
maintain its credit, The mayor declares 
that the assessors stand in with the capital- 
ists; he also says that official salaries must 
be reduced. 


On January 29th twenty-four of the in- 
mates of the Camden County (N. J.) Alms- 
house were turned out into the storm after 
working bard all day, because they pre- 
sented a petition for more food. All they 
had been given were one spoonful of pota- 
toes, one small cup of coffee, and one slice 
of bread, The grand jury is investigating. 


Tux English House of Lords has adopted 
two amendments to the Employers’ Lia-. 
bility bill, one providing that workmen in. 
trades who hav insurance funds to which 
their employers contribute be allowed to. 
contract out of the provisions of the bill,. 
and the other that if the insurance funds: 
are not sufficient, and the employers: 
are not willing to make up the deficiency, 
the workmen may hav their remedy by 
action st ordinary law, 
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RESOLUTIONS or CONDOLENCE. 


| Whereas, It has pleased. God to remove our Rev. 
Brother Howard from the PULPIT: to the PENITENTIARY | 


are 


| Whereas, Since Providence Aas thus seen fit to deprive| 
GODS PEOPLE of the MEANS of GRACE hy removing ‘ 
Brother Howard to the DEN, therefore be ct 

l| Resolved. That we his mourning congregation, 
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FROM THE PULPIT TO THE PENITENTIARY—ANOTHER SAINT PROVIDED 


—— n9 


TO LEARN BOOK-KEEPING 


THE GIANT DELUSION. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Ju 5 I DI you can learn it AT HOME, 1 : 
m Ah ithi d ; i Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
e e Wil W warun 199 nous ei TN A Consideration of the Doctrine By Susan H. Wixon. Paper 10 cents. a 
: 2 without aid of a teac er, : of Personal Immortality. AL [3 ifern e. A Liberal Romance, 
oeli Goodwin's Improved Book-keeping and Business Manual. By OTTO WETTSTEIN. Apples of Gold, And Other Stories for 
= , Copies Sold. r m OyS an 1r18. 0, pP m 
et T oz Tobis omis. Writeto J, H. GcoDWIN, 600,1215 Bway, N. Y. cà, Paper Er at the Juternational Freethought The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


Paine’s “Age of Reason 074 
variety of subjecta include all the disputed points bab Christianity and Freethought 


cloth, 81: paper, 60 cents. 


With Danghter’s Babe Upon His Knee. 


A new edition of that splendid prose gem 
“ Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
. appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
urrounded by the prose poem, which. has been 
truthfully described as, " one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now,as far as we 
know, stánds alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
Price only 75 cents, post-paid. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HAND-BOOK 


FREETHOUGHT 


By W. S. BELL. 


— 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. . . £ 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
of subjects makes it a hand-book, AsIngersoll said of 
” it enables someody in every village to 


Asa book of reference and aid 


“ corner the parson.” Its wide 
Price, 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Ohristian Canon. 

Paper. 50 cents: oloth, 75 cente, 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. Price. 25c. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine, Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story_of his mental Journey from 
s orthodoxy to Rationalism. d 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


How To Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “TI regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
eularly pleaged with one feature of it 
tnat it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. I congratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 

Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. 

Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
Lafayette place, New York. 
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Tha Most Magoticent Work Eror Published ty the Rrestiought 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 


the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. - 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 
lt will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. UE r 20. 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
If will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificint Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION 
from the chains and slavery of a barbarie creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with. Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
j The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.) Science. ; Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. ^ | Mary Wollstonoraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius, Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Vietor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. . 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. ‘ Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron, Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. .| MatildaJoslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. ` 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Oapt. R. O. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K, Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A, Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
'T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey df history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
; Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be -published at the earliest 
possible moment. 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. : 


This book will contain ME 
Over Six Hundred Pages or Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 
Xt will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the publie, and no Freethinker 


ean afford to be without it. lt is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


REE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 

We have made arrangements with. 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can-do s little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 


regular rates ($12 in 


all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in l 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 

By WATSON HES!ON, | 

THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. — 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
- W, 8. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there oughi to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
ae HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree. ; 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old Testament - 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloti—all free 
hy post or express, = = 007 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get TuE TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our frisnds to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

. Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. AN 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


BATURDAY, - - - FEBRUARY 17, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advance......... 
One subscription two years, in advance. 
Two new subscribers x 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
Oné subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance.. ..10 00 

Any number over five. at ‘the same Tate, invariably | with “one 
remittance. 


Money should bé sent by express company’s money order 
postal order, draft on. New York, or ‘by registered letter. 
iddress communicattons and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

. 28 Lafayette piace, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shail be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt .eaew-. 


als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: l 


For $6.50 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought ” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tux Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
_ picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tue Trurn SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tue TauruH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tux TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock " 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad.if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


It has over a thousand large’ 


The Sunday-Law Monster. 

The Sunday-law octopus is reaching its tentacles 
around city after city, state after state. Its ap- 
petite is prodigious and insatiable. No matter how 
many or how precious the liberties sacrificed to it, 
its maw opens cruelly and cavernously for more. 
The American citizen must make up his mind to 


| kill it or giv up the last vestige of freedom of 


action on the first day of the week. 

In the East and West, North and South, its 
deadly power is felt. Now it invades the new 
Northwest. The Tacoma Sunday Ledger of Janu- 
ary 14th tells of a decision recently rendered by 
Municipal Court Judge Reid of that city. «The 
decision sustains the validity of the law requiring 
the closing of all places of business on Sunday, and 
overrules the defendants’ demurrer to the complaint. 
Henry Krech, the Fife hotel barber, will therefore 
hav to stand his trial upon the charge of shaving 
customers on Sunday.” 

Think of it! Do you not feel the impudence, the 
criminality, the immorality of such alaw? Do you 
wonder that justifiable laws for the protection of 
person and property fall into contempt when the 
machinery of the state is used to enforce such in- 
famous statutes as this Sunday ukase? Law 
should be for the prevention and punishment of 
crime, for the defense of the weak against the 
strong. But is there crime when Henry Krech 
shaves a man who wishes to be shaved? Of course 
there is not. None but a bigot, a fool, or a knave 
will maintain that there is. Has any wrong been 
done to any other person by the Sunday work of 
this Tacoma barber? No. Every argument in 
defense of these Sunday laws is the sheerest 
sophistry, the rankest Jesuitism. It is ethically as 
justifiable to shave or be shaved on Sunday as on 
Monday. Only a person steeped to the lips in the 
grossest superstition can say that the revolution of 
the earth once on its axis can affect one way 
or the other the moral character of such an act. 
Will the inquisitors who are behind these idiotic 
laws presume to say that the citizen has not the 
legal right to shave himself on Sunday? And if he 
has the right to shave himself cannot he delegate the 
exercise of that right to a barber? Certainly. 
Just as, having the right to cook his dinner, he can 
delegate the exercise of that right to his wife, to 
the cook in his kitchen, or the cook in the restau- 
rant. Of course these facts are self-evident to every 
man and woman of sense, but, unfortunately, the 
fools and cowards are in the majority and hence the 
miserable Sunday laws that disgrace the statute 
books of almost every state in the Union and the 
ordinance records of hundreds of cities and towns. 
If this generation of voters had one-tenth of the 
spirit of independence which animated the men 
who founded this republic these iniquitous Sunday 
edicts would be instantly swept out of existence in 
a hot whirlwind of wrath, and no man who had 
raised his voice or cast his vote for them in the 
chambers of legislation would be again known in 
public life until he had done works meet for repent- 
ance in the sackcloth and ashes of humilistion for 
his treason to liberty. 

The distortion. and perversion of the Constitution 
of the United States and the bills of rights of the 
states by our modern judges is shameful. In order 
to sustain a legislativ infamy and so earn tho grati- 
tude and gold of their masters they will declare 
that black is white and white black; they will be- 
fog and mystify the plain letter and crucify openly 
the spirit of the organie law, and so decide as to 
nullify the whole intent of the framers of these 
fundamental instruments of defense of the weak. 
Men like this Judge Reid are a reproach to the 


bench and a stench in the nostrils of honest men. 
Are these too strong words? Is this intemperate 
denunciation? Let us see. The Sunday Ledger 
givs the substance of the first part of Judge Reid’s 
pronunciamento as follows: 

“ Judge Reid’s decision first recites alleged facts in re- 
lation to the case and then quotes the Sunday law. It 
then takes up the defendant's objection that the lawis un- 
constitutional in that it is discriminating in allowing 
hotels, livery stables, and restaurants to keep open while 
forbidding other business establishments to do so, and is 
thereby class legislation. The decision holds that while 
the constitutional provision forbids legislation in favor of 
any particular class of citizens, it does not follow that the 
act in question affects any particular class, it being di- 
rected against certain kinds of business and not in any 
wise prohibiting all citizens from engaging in the ex- 
empted lines if they so desire. The first ground of ob- 
jection to the validity of the act is therefore decided to be 
untenable.” 

We seriously ask every fair-minded man and 
woman, every friend of justice and civil equality, if 
the creature who makes the ermin the cover for 
such contemptible pettifogging at the expense of 
unoffending victims of. legal crime does not richly 
deserve impeachment and removal? Not only 
should he be impeached, but he should be com- 
pelled to pay out of his own pocket every dollar his 
outrageous juggling with law steals from innocent 
men in the forms of fines, costs, and expenses of 
counsel. Anything short of this is a cruel travesty 
on justice. His special pleading about “classes of 
citizens ” and “ kinds of business” is the very re- 
finement of mental turpitude. No honest lawyer 
with sufficient ability to be admitted to practice in 
a police court would giv his countenance to such 
shystering. Note the cool insolence of the state- 
ment that citizens can engage in the lines of busi- 
ness Which, so far, are exempt from the operations 
of the Sunday laws! But suppose that these citi- 
zens prefer to engage in some business which is not 
exempt? Is not that their right under the Consti- 
tution? Why should they be robbed and then in- 
sulted by some unworthy judge because they pur- 
sue & legitimate avocation on Sunday? In the first 
place, it is none of his business, as a private citizen. 
In the second place, all such statutes are undoubt- 
edly unconstitutional, contravening both the letter 
and spirit of that instrument, and he renders him. 
self liable to impeachment and removal by his pal- 
pable perversion of the basic law. What unpreju- 
diced person who has any regard for his reputation 
as a reasoner would argue that a statute which per- 
mits the hotel clerk, the newsman, the minister, and 
the church organist to engage in their usual pur- 
suits on Sunday, but forbids the barber and the 
farmer to engage in theirs on that day, is not dis- 
tinctly a class law? Such playing fast and loose 
with the English language is left for reckless poli- 
ticians like Judge Reid, and his priestly backers. 


“The defendant's second objection asserts that the 
Sunday law is designed to compel observance of the 
Christian religion, and therefore illegal; that to be com- 
pelled to close his place of business amounts to a mclesta- 
tion and disturbance of both his person and property, 
and that the religious liberty of the Hebrew would be 
thus violated by such compulsory observance. CThecóurt 
holds that if he were correct in his claim the law could 
not stand against his objection, but that he is in error in 
that the law does not intend to aid or repress any religious. 
sect, but simply to provide a day of rest and to preserve 
the public health. In support of this the court quotes 
eases precedent, and disallows the defendant's conten- 
tion." 


« Cases precedent" could be cited to show that 
attendance upon religious services on Sunday should 
be made compulsory; also, that the citizen should 
wear a coat cut in a particular way; also, that a 
negro has no rights which a white man is bound to 
respect, and so on indefinitly. Precedents can be 
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guidance, as & Christian nation, according to his ap- Bailey, Terry, Ray, Powers, Broderick, William A. 
pointed way, through Jesus Christ,/in order to form a | Stone, Updegraff, De Armond, and Childs,” 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselvs and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution of the United States of America.” 

Senator Frye, its sponsor in the upper chamber, 
said to the Washington agents of the National Re- 
form Association: “I can see no objection what- 


cited in support of any tyranny, and when a 
judge wishes to make the worse appear the bet- 
ter part he can easily find in musty tomes the 
recorded utterances of other learned interpreters of 
law who hav reasoned just as sinuously as he 
wishes to do. They will be at his service as “ au- 
thorities.” 

It is a shallow pretense to assert that Sunday 
shaving is forbidden in the interest of the “ public 


Write to these men at once. 
Write to the member or members from your own 
state if your state is represented on either com- 
mittee, but if not, write to anyone you may know, 
or to the chairmen. Write. to both committees. 
And keep on writing so long as the question remaing 
undecided. Write to other members and Senators. 


Do not delay . 


health." 


Wednesday shaving. 


Sunday ór any other day doesn't touch the public. 
It is a purely private matter. 


to the work. 


As to the “ day of rest,” that part of the Sunday 


question has been canvassed so thoroughly in these 
columns that it is not necessary to devote much 
space to it at this time. It is sufficient to say that 


all the law can rightfully do is to prevent invol- 


untary servitude. If a barber wishes to work on 
Sunday it is assuredly his right so to do. That is 
something which he must decide for himself. So 
‘long as there are men who wish to be shaved or 
hav their hair trimmed on Sunday, so long there will 
be barbers who will be willing to perform those 
services for them. The law of supply and demand 
is as operativ here as elsewhere. Whenever stat- 
utes interfere with that law confusion ensues, and 
financial loss and mental and physical suffering in- 
evitably follow, as they do all other crimes. 

** Tn regard to the claim of the defendant that shaving 
is not a trade, but a necessity, the court decides that Such 
a question could best be settled by s jury trial. He, 
therefore, overrules the demurrer and givs leave to 
plead.” 

Shaving is a necessity to him who thinks it is, 
No one is qualified to decide for him. And itis a 
necessity to him on Sunday, if such is his convic- 
tion. That is, the judgment of no other person is 
superior to his own. How absurd, then, to say 
that a jury trial can determin whether the avoca- 
tion of the barber is a trade or a necessity! It is 
his trade, and to engage in it on Sunday may or 
may not be a necessity to him; that does not mat- 
ter. Neither is it of consequence whether Sunday 
shaving is a necessity, absolutely, to his patrons. 
Almost all persons can suffer many privations and 
yet retain life, and even be moderately happy, but 
this capacity for endurance is not a warrant for 
forcing these deprivations upon them. If A steals 
ten bushels of wheat from B's granary, his plea 
that the loss of those ten bushels will not cause B 
to starve to death or to go without comfortable 
clothing will not be a competent defense. Quite 
likely Barber Henry Krech, of Tacoma, will, in 
some way, manage to survive the adverse decision 
rendered by Judge Reid, but that survival will not 
wipe out the fact of the judicial theft of one-seventh 
of his time, nor will it make less odious the subter- 
fuges to which that mocker of equity has resorted 
in order to curry favor with the priesthood of un- 
righteousness. 


— ——— I! 
The Christian Amendment—The Fight Is On 
in Earnest. 

On January 25th Senator Frye, of Maine, intro- 
duced in the Senate of the United States, “by re 
quest of the officers of the National Reform Asso, 
eiation," a proposed amendment to the Constitution, 
whieh was read the first time by its title and the 
second time at length, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. The same day Repre- 
sentativ Morse, of Massachusetts, introduced the 
same joint resolution in the House, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House. Here is the preamble as it will appear if 


amended : 
** PREAMBLE. 

‘We, the people of the United States, devoutly ac- 
knowledging the supreme authority and just government 
of Almighty God in all the affairs of men and nations; 
grateful to him for our civil and religious liberty, and en- 
couraged by the assurances of his Word to invoke his 


It is forbidden in the interest of the 
church. The “public health" is no more injuri- 
ously affected by Sunday shaving than it is by 
“Public health," whatever 
that may be, has nothing to do with the question. 
The shaving of John Smith by Thomas Jones on 


It may indeed be 
more injurious to John Smith if he shaves himself 
than if he is shaved by Thomas Jones, particularly 
if his razor is out of order and he is unaccustomed 


ever to the bill.” 


ing secretaries of the Association. 
tian Statesman adds editorially : 


themselvs as heartily in favor of it.” 


On February 1st the sub-committee of the House 
Committee on the Judiciary gave a hearing on the 
Revs. T. P. Stephenson and H. H. 
The vote on the 
Wilson tariff bill prevented a full attendance of 
committeemen. The Christian Statesman reports: 

**Severa] members of the committee, however, were 
present, including Representativ Stone, of Western Penn- 
Representativ Morse, of Massachusetts, who 
introduced the billinto the House, was also preseut. A 
free interchange of sentiment was had for a time, and 
then a brief and able presentation of the argument in 


resolution. 
George appeared before it. 


sylvania. 


favor of the bill was made formally by Dr. McAllister. 


The members present expressed themselvs as deeply in- 
terested in the matter, and were evidently profoundly 
impressed with the argument presented to them in favor 
` The subject 


of such an amendment to the Constitution. 
was new to some of them.” 


What is to be thought of the general intelligence 


of Congressmen who hav never before heard of this 


God-in-the-Constitution movement? Is it not time 
that the Freethinkers sent some teachers among 
them at Washington? What Freethinkers—the 
enemies of the amendment—should do can be 
pointedly indicated by quoting a portion of Secre- 
tary Wylie’s statement of what should be done by 
political Christians—the friends of the amendment. 
We must meet the National Reformers in whatever 
direction they move, and resist them at every gate- 
way through which they attempt to steal into the 
citadel of our rights and liberties. Secretary Wylie 
BAYS: 

“1, At least two agents must be kept at Washington to 
watch the progress of events, to arrange for hearing, and 
to form the connecting link between the people and the 
Congress. 

**2. When the time comes for hearing arguments by 
the judiciary committee we must send to Washington the 
best talent in the land to present the strongest pleas ‘pos- 
sible for the submission of the proposed amendment. 

**8. When the bill is reported to the two houses we 
must flood Congress with petitions urging the passage of 
the bill letters and telegrams by the ten thousand 
should also be sent to individual Congressmen and 
Senators urging them to vote for the measure. 

'*4, When it is submitted to the conventions in the 
states for ratification Christian citizens without regard to 
sect or party should labor to secure the election of good 
men, who are sure to vote for ratification, as members of 
the ratifying conventions, 

“5. Meetings must be held in every city, town, village, 
hamlet, and country district, to quicken and concentrate 
the Christian sentiment of our country in favor of this 
amendment. Petitions must be circulated and signers 
obtained by the hundred thousand. Every one who can 
devote a little time, if only a few days or hours, should 
circulate the petitions for signatures. 

*6. Literature treating of this measure must be 
scattered all over the land, East, West, North, and 
South, so that the whole people may be awakened and 
enlightened on this the most important measure ever 
brought before this nation. 

‘7. To accomplish all this funds are absolutely neces- 
sary. Without money our hands are tied. It is needed 
to maintain our agents at Washington; to send other 
agents there to present argumenís before the judiciary 
committees; to prepare and send out literature; to pay 
postage on letters, etc. Nothing can be done without 
money.” 

Freethinkers! It is your work to effectually 
antagonize, to surely cancel all these forms of theo- 
cratic endeavor. Here are the names of the mem- 
bers of the judiciary committees of the Senate and 
House: 

**Senate,—Pugh, Coke, George, Vilas, Hill, Lindsay, 
Hoar, Wilson, Teller, Platt, and Mitchell of Oregon. 

** House of Representativs.—Culberson, Oates, Stock- 
dale, Goodnight, Boatner, Layton, Wolverton, Lane, 


Representativ Morse, its steerer 
in the House, said emphatically; “Gentlemen, I am 
very glad to introduce this bill, and I will stand by 
it" So reports R. C. Wylie, one of the correspond- 
And the Chris- 
* Representativ 
More is in earnest in his advocacy of the bill. 
Other members of both Houses hav expressed 


Collect signatures to petitions against this infamous 
resolution. No man deserves liberty who will not 
fight for it. Those who can afford the expense 
would do well to send telegrams to the chairmen or 
others on the committees. 

The House Committee on the Judiciary will giv 
another hearing on March 6th. It may be that the 
Senate committee will do so earlier. The committees 
may consider the resolution the same day. If so, 
we shall be in a bad plight if we hav but one repre- 
gentativ i in Washington. 

To those optimists who think there is “no dan: 
ger".we wish to say most positivly that there is 
danger, and serious and imminent danger. The 
political Christians hav heretofore wound Congress 
around their fingers, and they will do it again and 
again if the people of this country who are opposed 
to the union of church and state do not make them- 
selvs heard and felt. It is sheer folly to attempt to 
make light of or disguise the gravity of the situa- 
tion. In spite of all the warnings uttered by the 
Liberal press, in spite of the daily object lessons of 


church-state triumphs which are given us, the mass 
of the people of America seem to be under the. 


soporific influence of a deadly apathy or locked in 
the treacherous embrace of a false sense of security. 
We confess that we are pained and surprised when 
we look through the piles of letters we receive and 
see how few of even our correspondents hav a word to 
say regarding the crushing, grinding, remorseless 
juggernaut of political ecclesiasticism. Our people 
do not seem to realize that for every one thousand 
scientists, teachers, authors, artists, journalists, and 
other educated people who hav lost faith in the old 
dogmas and abjured the leadership of the enemies 
of religious liberty, there are tens of thousands who 
are yet under the influence of the priesthood, and 
that these men hav votes which elect Congressmen, 
and that Congressmen will cheerfully trample on or 
patch the Constitution rather than run any serious 
risks of failing to secure a re-election. Our hope 
lies in convincing an important fraction of this 
army of voters that the union of church and state 
has always been a curse to the world, and that the 
rights of no minority, Christian or Freethought, are 
for one moment safe under the rule of a hierarchy 
which controls the state. l 

We hav already set the ball in motion, and hope 
to be able soon to report substantial progress. The 


first step to be taken by the Federation is to get a. 


hearing before the Judiciary Committees of the 
House and Senate. We hav written to Chairman 
Culberson asking that the Freethought societies be 
heard before the House Committee, and shall make 
the same demand upon Chairman Pugh of the 
Senate Committee. This initiates the official, or- 
ganized work, and now the Freethinkers all over 
the country should: appeal directly to their Repre- 
sentativs and Senators. Do not wait for some one 
else to lead; go ahead yourself. Only thus are 
victories won and rights preserved. ; 
Send to us for petitions against this Amendment. 


The “Sun’s” Work of Supererogation. 

The New York Sun, Tammany organ, has come 
out with & long editorial, evidently written by or at 
We dictation of an ecclesiastic, protesting against 
attacks upon the Roman Catholic church by either 
lay or clerical men. 

Evidently Archbishop Corrigan is waxing still 
more powerful in the councils of Tammany. Oth- 
erwise there would be no necessity for this, for the 
Catholic population does not read and the Catholic 
business men are the keepers of gin-mills and do 
not advertise. 

Consequently, the defense of the heirarchy by 
the Sun shows the need of redoubling the attacks 
upon it. 
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Wanted— More Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip 
tion list of Taz Teura Seeker. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 


tyranny. And those who read Tur TRUTH SEEKER | 


are & hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 


men happier and better. 


resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: * They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 


If we can obtain two or three 


will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments.  — 

To reward those who will do a litile for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
' ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will ofter them as a premium either of 
two spendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated," or W. S. Bell’s * Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Tuz Teura Szexer. We are willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


HE a NNI ae EECDETEN 
Our readers will find Robert Lawrence’s “Failure 
of Christianity” in this issue very entertaining and 


nutritious reading. He makes several excellent 
points. Perhaps one of the best is his refutation 
of the claim that we must not charge to “ Chris- 
tianity ” the sins of “the church." In history they 
are one and inseparable. He also strikes deep the 
dagger of truth into the vitals of the antinatural 
moralism of the church. 


Beware of the priest in politics. He is there to 
magnify his office. His ideal government is the 
theocracy. He will strangle liberty. 


Watson Heston givs us something especially 
noteworthy on the first page this week. The Rev. 
G. F. B. Howard, just landed in the penitentiary 
by the United States government. at a cost of 
$75,000, is one of the most notorious and success- 
ful swindlers of the decade. His bogus European 
estates claim agency was one of his best paying 
specialties. . His operations took in the whole field 
of the United States, and he did business under a 
dozen aliases. 


Next week will appear the regular monthly in- 
stallment of Charles Watts's “Freethought and 
Secular Notes from England.” Mr. Watts tells us 
about the condition of labor in England, and what 
Larliament is doing to mend matters; about Secu- 
lar education; a blow at priestly domination; chil- 
dren and their “betters”; “an instance of successful 
intolerance; Professor Tyndall and Christian mock- 
ery; activity in the theological literary world; 
death of a Freethought veteran; the “Converted 
Atheist Shoemaker,” and many other matters of 
interest. f 

The gore need of cash compels us to ask our 
friends to renew their subscriptions to Taz TRUTH 
The 
“hard times” hav hit us, but we must crawl 
through them somehow, and we turn with con- 
fidence to our readers. The amounts in individual 
cases are small and easy to pay, but the aggregate 
is large and we must hav it to meet expenses. We 
hav made such a combination of books and paper 
that everyone can get a good deal more than 
his money's worth, and attention is called to these 
Purchasing books will help us also. But 


please renew your subscription now. We need it. 
ee eee 

** Representativ Meiklejohn, of Nebraska, has reported 
from the House committee on Public Lands a bill author- 
izing the issue of a patent to the Presbyterian Board of 
Home Missions for certain lands on the Omaha Indian 
Reservation. Meiklejohn's report was ordered printed 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union." — Congressional Record. 

The union between church and state, we pre- 
sume, is the * Union" to which reference is made ; 
at least, that would be a fair inference from the na- 
ture of the report. The bestowal of public lands 
upon the church is no new thing. Just here 
the question arises: Has Congress authority 
to giv to a church any portion of an Indian reser- 
vation without the formal consent of the tribe to 
which the land belongs? But if the land in ques- 
tion is United States property, there is no question 
about the illegality of such action as that recom- 
mended in Mr. Meiklejohn’s report. 


Serger at the earliest convenient moment. 


offers. 


**Tn view of the statement that the committee on ways 
and means was in session on Sunday, January 14th, & 
resolution was presented at Joseph Cook’s lecture in 
Boston, on the 22d, making a respectful but earnest pro- 
test against such action, especially at this time of finan- 
cial distress, and when throughout the country there is 
such a realization of the necessity of divine wisdom to 
guide the counselors and lawmakers of the nation.”— 
Independent. : 

«Especially at this time of financial distress" 
contains all the milk of this Cook's cocoanut. Hav- 
ing need of a quantity of “divine wisdom” in an 
emergency it is not deemed prudent to provoke to 
wrath the head of the firm in whose laboratories 


| this brand of wisdom is distilled. "The inference is 


that if there was less financial distress in the coun- 
try it would not be such risky business for the 
ways and means committee to hold Sunday sessions! 


God might forget the offense before the next panic 
arrived ! 


————M— — le ————————— 

Rev. Compton Reade, Church of England, in ` 
enumerating the influences which are inimical to 
that church, and, through it, to the old-time fervid 
piety and implicit faith, mentions the growing 
laxity of the Nonconformist bodies, and especially 
their evident desire to get away from creeds, and 
he asks: “Is it too much to affirm that creedless- 
ness-leads to the abject Materialism of Professor 
Huxley?” We hav often heard of “cold,” and 
“ cheerless,” and “ naked," and various other kinds 
of uncomfortable Materialism, but this is the first 
time we hav met an “abject” variety of a shame- 
faced genus. What does Mr. Reade mean by the 
term? We hav thought that Professor Huxley 
gave evidence of very little abjectness of spirit in 
his criticisms of the dominant theology. And his 
life is ample proof of the fact that his refusal to 
close his eyes and swallow unquestioningly the 
fantastic theories of the church has not degraded 
his splendid manhood. It would appear either 
that Mr. -Reade’s vocabulary is decidedly limited or 
that his sense of verbal fitness is very deficient. 

——— ooo L 

**'T'he street preacher, with his gospel of calumny, has 
invaded the capital of Munster and hie blasphemies and 
insults to the Catholic church sorely try the hot blood of 
the Corkonians.”— Catholic Union and Times. 

Doubtless the street preacher is unserupulous in 
his attacks upon the Catholics, as he is in his on- 
slaughts upon Freethinkers, for that is the nature 
of the religious protagonist. When Catholics write 
or speak of Liberals and Liberal principles and of 
Protestants and Protestant beliefs they are very. 
careless of facts and make free use of denunciatory 
and disparaging epithets. For instance, they hav 
frequently been known to declare that all children 
born of parents who were married by civil cere- 
mony are illegitimate. It is very probable that the 
street preachers in Munster hav not uttered a more 
gross “insult” against Catholics than this which 
Catholics are fond of hurling at Protestants and 
Freethinkers alike. It is also not impossible that 
the street preachers hav said something that is. 
true about the Catholic church. Nothing will more 
* gorely try the hot blood of the Corkonians.” But 
they should learn to argue with their brains instead 
of with clubs and paving stones. 


Some weeks since we sent to A. W. Archibald, 
Joggin Mines, Nova Scotia, a copy of “Old Testa- . 
ment Stories Comically Illustrated." Mr. Archibald 
failed to receive the book, but he did get an inso. 
lent postal card note from a collector of customs 
stationed at Amherst, N. S., a copy of which note 
we give below, with the officials italics: - . 

“A book, entitled ‘Old Testament Stories,’ came 
to this office to your address. I hav laid it aside, to be 
destroyed, according to instruction, as of ‘indecent 
character” —— W. D. Mar, Collector.” 

Mr. Archibald writes us that he could easily 
stand the loss of the book if he knew that the col- : 
lector had read it. But there is little probability 
that he did; such upstarts do not often read any- 
thing that can improve their minds or polish their 
manners. They are the legitimate children of centu- 
ries,of “Christian civilization,” and hav as little taste 
for instructiv reading as they hav understanding of - 
the principles of justice and equity. They pretend ` 
to reverence the Golden Rule, but never think of 
ordering their lives by it when their ignorant preju- 
dices impel them to violate it. This robber on the . 
border does not seem to know that when he con- © 
demns our book as “indecent,” he stains his sacred- 
volume with the same epithet. However, we-must . 
not be too severe upon him, for, as Mr. Archibald . 
observes, the Christian has a very poor cause at. | 
best, and * must keep it well guarded, or all will be. 
lost ;” and as the Christian has never learned to de- - 
fend his position by fair argument, he resorts to 
prosecution and persecution, to calumny, fines, con- 
fiscation, imprisonment, torture, and death. These _ 
Canadian officials can seize and destroy “Old Testa- 
ment Stories,” but they cannot eliminate those 
stories from the Bible. Why do they allow the 
Bible to pass? 
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restrain wild animals and savages by compulsion, 
bit when civilization advances these restrictions be- 
come burdensome and hurtful, restraining growth 
and development, and shackling the spirit of hu- 
manity with “ burdens grievous to be borne.” The 
church has ever treated men as Savages, or worse, 
as beings utterly depraved, and has thus provided 
no opportunity for their advancement. The false 
standards and the abominable inhibitions she has 
set up for homage hav done nothing whatever to 
eliminate: the hideous depravity, the miserable poy- 
erty, the vile sycophancy, and the despicable greed 
which characterize the civilization of every Chris- 
tian land, no matter about others. : 

As against this assertion we are bid to consider 
the moral superiority of our civilization over that of 
our Greek and Roman predecessors. Our attention 
is particularly called to the “Christian home,” the 
“elevation of the female sex,” and the “broad 
fellow sympathy among men as expressed in 
charities,” etc. But in the first place these general- 
izations are founded upon a few assorted instances 
of ancient depravity of local or doubtful origin, as 
against scores of instances to the contrary sup- 
pressed. They are based first upon the assumption 
that even a “heathen” state could stand with no 
recognition of the cardinal virtues of society, and 
second, that these virtues could possibly hav been. 
inaugurated at any one historic period—absurdities 
none too great for “Christian faith.” Again, they 
ignore and gloss over the fact that advancing civil- 
ization and refinement tends, up to a certain point, 
to soften and modify old abominations rather than 
to eliminate them. Thus from the age of chivalry 
comes that prurient and utterly unreal * homage to 
womankind” which, kindly granting a few privi- 
leges, none the less merely conceals the fact that 
she is still the toy and slave of man—a form of 
elevation which amounts to nothing. We are still 
savages, only in a softer, gentler way. 

As for the “charity” which seeks to better the 
poor and oppressed by doles of goods and gold, 
that is and long has been a favorit method of secur- 
ing public credit. The New Testament, most of 
whose precepts are ignored and explained away, in- 
euleates this as & minor virtue, and thus, although 
the real spirit of love is dead, the letter is supposed 
to be obedience. Rich men giving large amounts 
from immensely larger stores are lauded as gener- 
ous public benefactors—which end they seek and 
rejoice in—but those who giv all that they hav,'un- 
less it be a huge amount, are overpassed and forgot- 
ten. Some, to be sure, giv all. for humanity, even 
life itself; but if the merit of these few among 
myriads is the credit of the church, of what use is 
such a church when the myriads still sin on? The. 
fact is, if the church could exercise the same influ- 
ence in moral and spiritual spheres that it does in 
the matter of controling opinion and influencing . 
legislaiures there would be no unbelievers, and no 
sinners. But this it does not and cannot. For 
two thousand years its power has gone to other 
ends, and now it is rather late to retrace its steps. 

The fact need not be denied that throughout its 
entire history the church has shown far more desire 
to aggrandize itself, and the mere name (not the 
character and spirit) of him she called “ God,” than 
to provide for the needs of suffering humanity that 
looks to her for comfort. 

Of course, being the self-appointed guardian of 
the New Testament writings, it has not failed to 
influence many individuals who were already pos- 
sessed of proper and normal tendencies, but it has 
never been anything more than a “guardian;” it 
has failed utterly to incarnate and express the New 
Testament principles. It teaches flagrant absurdi- 
ties in the face of the evident sense of scripture, ` 
and has prostituted the gospel (the glad news) it 
professes to preach into a maze of superstition and 
a synonym for intellectual slavery, misnamed faith. 

The principal matters referred to in the * moral 
superiority " argument are certain personal actions, 
in regard to which statistics are worthless. The 
* Christian home,” and this is not expressiv of uni- 
versal happiness, fortified by the “sacrament of 
holy matrimony,”. is, so far as not human alone, a 
product of superstition working upon law. The 
vas} amount of the so-called “immorality” of the 
later Roman empire arose from the abuse of the 
freedom all men then rightfully had in regard to 
marriage and divorce. The church perceiving that 
any degree of personal freedom was hostil to her 
sway, proclaimed marriage an unbreakable contract 
(that was after 1200 4.D.), and a sacrament,.in vio- 
lation of Old Testament tradition and obvious New 
Testament spirit, foisting it among other forms of 
slavery upon the world. The untold misery that 
has resulted from this one fact would fill libraries 
with horrible narations; yet the form, the letter of 
morality was preserved, and that was all the church 
could accomplish or appreciate. If it were other- 


every faculty such as never existed before within 
historic times. . 

As result has come the independence, frankness, 
honesty, and refinement, moral and intellectual, 
characteristic of present-day thought. The craving 
for freedom for each and all, mark of our advanced 
stage of evolution, and diametrically opposed to the 
notions of the church—whatever those of the New 
Testament may hav been—has freed the negro 
slaves. despite popular opposition and clerical de- 
nunciations at the time, and now looks to larger 
freedom in the social and moral reforms which the 
churches hav left unnoticed during all these twenty 
centuries, and which, even now, only the more 
“liberal” handle at all, directly or indirectly. 

Yet, typical of its hypocrisy in all ages, the church 
to. day is awakening to the “humanitarian interests,” 
establishing social clubs, mutual improvement so- 
cieties. guilds, and missions, patronizing industrial 
schools—all very good works—and then turns and 
bids us see the * wonderful way in which she leads 
men," after borrowing the ideas of those she has de- 
nounced Trade guilds and mutual improvement 
societies hav existed, we know, much more than a 
century. Yet scarcely twenty years hav passed 
since they were called “worldly,” and apart from 
the church, whose only duty was to “save men’s 
souls.” And this same attitude is still maintained 
by certain conservativ bodies of Christians. It is 
thus evident that the church urges a false claim, 
and deserves no credit for co-operation on these lines 
of work, since, like former concessions, they are 
merely self-preservativ. 

The matter is indeed characteristic of an exceed- 
ingly insidious and hypocritical phase of present- 
day thought, an apparent adaptation of religion to 
present needs suitable to concealing the same old 
outgrown orthodoxy with which they are incom- 
patible. The school mostly patronizing the humane 
movements is that known as “liberal,” a word dear 
to many advanced souls among us, but utterly false 
in application here, a mere foil or sugar-coating. 
* Liberal orthodoxy,” so-called, is loud in proclaim- 
ing that “religion is, in essence, justice, mercy, 
truth, and freedom ;" yet upon closer investiga- 
tion offers nothing but the form, the shell of that 
same old orthodoxy which in history has been 
characterized by none of these virtues, but hostil to 
them all. 

This recent attempt to combine external and 
social interests with the church is of necessity a 
failure, and proof sufficient that they are not an 
outgrowth of ecclesiastical life. In their logical 
outcome they lead to a form of culture entirely 
modern and characteristic of an utterly new relig- 
ious type. The church may do good work in these 
directions and become one factor in the growth of 
the new order, but it is working against its own 
ends, and must presently renounce its traditional 
standards or be left behind in the progress of 
evolution. The fact cannot be concealed that the 
restlessness of our day calls for a moral dynamic 
which theology, with its metaphysical assumptions, 
cannot afford. It is a movement which involves 
utter denial of the traditional notions of sin, virtue, 
salvation, retribution, man, and God. It is steadily 
away from them, and is avowedly or tacitly seeking 
substitutes. 

The age has done with supernaturalism and 
“mysteries” and looks for a faith, born of science 
and philosophy, which shall teach the unity of 
nature. The quest is for an “inner imperativ " to 
duty which shall culminate in the new humanity, a 
type as far above the civilized man of to-day as he 
above the savage. The world has seen enough of 
legislation and imperativs which control by merely 
outward force, and seeks for culture of the moral 
sense as opposed to restraint, development of every 
faculty as opposed to suppression of any. It only 
perceives the fact that “sin”—that greatest of 
bugaboos—is merely a phase of the undeveloped 
involutions of humanity, and not a thing to be 
cured by quasi-magical rites, or controled by 
priestly threats or legalized brutality. 

The church cannot, unless utterly changed—and 
that means destruction of tradition—furnish this 
element to progress. Although professing to 
draw all standards from the New Testament, and 
to perpetuate its ideals, it has never ruled by 
“touching and regenerating” the heart of man, it 
has never influenced the world as a religious force, 
but, apart from its cult of ideas and superstitions, 
has ruled as a political machine, engineering each 
“moral reform,” as it does to-day, by influencing 
the lawmakers. That the church in these matters 
longs more for the perpetuation of her own 
standards and power than for the good of human- 
ity is demonstrated by her methods. Existing evils 


(Sommuntcations. 


The Failure of Christianity. 


The religion of any race or nation—the system of 
rites and assumptions which serves to express its 
opinions regarding things divine—is precisely an 
outgrowth of racial instinct, a development of social 
intelligence. No historic system of religion has 
ever continued to be ahead of the times, nor has 
failed to modify and advance in proportion to the 
evolution of ideas; ever in the rear of progress, 
conserving the forms of the past, never leading to 
better things until compelled by the logic of events. 

The Christian church is no exception to this 
rule. It was at the start a popularization or adap- 
tation, and hence a perversion, of a lofty ethical 
system set forth by the prophet of Galilee. It 
forthwith ceased to be a radical and revolutionary 
movement, as with him, and degenerated into a 
mere sociological phase. It became first a peculiar 
secret society, having certain set rules regarding 
conduct, but more especially inculating certain 
rites and opinions more characteristically Semitic 
than Aryan. Being a narrow, positiv, and exclu- 
siv cult, like the race from whence it sprang, it 
attracted attention and respect, as well as persecu- 
tion, in an age of uncertainty. Finally, after pass- 
ing through numerous vicissitudes, it came to be 
recognized as the supreme cult in the Roman em- 
pire, and persisted as the papacy through the 
efforts of crafty men when the Cæsars had ceased 
to reign. 

Thenceforth it held the power. The Saxons and 
other tribes were conquered by Roman arms, and 
Christianity—a system of rites and usages—fastened 
upon them as a condition of treaty. The con- 
troling party in the church contrived to destroy 
and degrade all heretics, pagans, and other non- 
conformists, suppressed all knowledge not in ac- 
cordance with its own conceptions, and abolished 
all customs which in any measure bid fair to hinder 
its supremacy. Thus resulted the Dark Ages, the 
Inquisition, the establishment of inhibitions upon 
human freedom and of such cruel and unnatural 
n distinctions as remain to curse even our own 

ay. 

The discovery of America—an utter accident, for 
which we are indebted to the science and the tradi- 
tions of non-Christian nations— gave a new oppor- 
tunity and a new impulse to human activity. 
Thence followed the Renaissance, the revival of 
learning, and finally the Reformation. The Romish 
hierarchy, the controling party among Christians, 
strove to the extent of its power against the new 
learning. But the activities of men being largely 
occupied in conquering a new world or in develop- 
ing the new possibilities of life then revealed, were 
diverted from “ religious " ends, leaving the church 
only the opportunity to display a fiendish cruelty 
in attempting to maintain its supremacy. But 
liberty once tasted to any degree left an insatiate 
thirst; the church was defied and its power broken. 

The Reformation came as a step in advance. 
Luther, Calvin, and Henry VIII. arose and pro- 
claimed the right of all men to think as Luther, 
Calvin, and Henry VIII. thought, and as a result 
arose the several sects and schisms of Protestant 
Christianity. Some reformers proclaimed the 
"right of private judgment in religion,” but care- 
fully published the Geneva Bible with such anno- 
tations as would lead “private judgment” to agree 
with their interpretations. Thus they “robbed 
Peter to pay Paul,” and the ideas which had been 
germinating as Freethought for two centuries were 
erystallized into Protestantism, a new order of au- 
thority, an expression of the advanced ideas of the 
day. 

Even as one thousand years before Buddhism, 
driven from India, left its impress on the later 
Brahminical thought, so Protestantism, “ broad- 
ened” Romanism, and as a result came the Douay 
translation of the Bible and the various Catholic 
apologies, which with the self-same pretense at 

-liberty sought to control and fasten thought. 

In course of time, after the Inquisition had ceased 
its vain fury; after Calvinists were tired of perse- 
cuting Socinians; after the Puritans, driven from 
England, had settled in America, and had done mo- 
lesting the Quakers; after freedom of thought was 
to a degree an established fact, new germinal ele- 
ments appeared in humanitarian and scientific in- 
terests. 

These were movements which hav inestimably 
benefited the world, but against which all the 
churches fought until defeated, then sought to con- 
ciliate and absorb. They are in no sense the out- | are not treated wisely and calmly, “ overcome with 
come of any religion, but the result of a broadening | good measures” as was Jesus's principle, but opposed 
of life, and an opportunity for the development of by the armed force of law. It may be very well to 
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wise, and the church proclaims the “glorious lib- | 
erty of the children of God,” why does it so fear- 
fully deplore the increase of divorce, itself a mark 
of that spirit of liberty in souls who will not toler- 
ate the ungodly oppression of an unhappy and 
hateful marriage? Yet churchmen do deplore this 
fact as a “mark of growing immorality.” How do 
they make clean the exterior, when they cannot 
reach the hopeless filth within! How do they call 
down upon themselvs the condemnations of “ their 
master” against their Pharisaical prototypes! 

The church has ever professed itself a moral and 
gpiritual—4. e., having to do with quality of motiva- 
tion—agency, and as such it is a failure, as such it 
is dead. Rejoicing in the law-compelled forms of mo- 
rality, it “boasts many things of itself,” and points 
to our advantages as against the abuses of freedom 
or the excesses of savages. Macaulay has said that 
« freedom is the only cure for the evils produced 
by freedom,” and surely compulsion has never 
demonstrated its superiority. Yet the church has 
ever ruled by compulsion alone, either in super- 
stitious threats or legal force. It cannot do other- 
wise. Professing to follow one who preached free- 
dom, it is the apostle of oppression. 

The church is dead. The child of Roman abso- 
lutism has lost its power, ‘has seen the last form of 
slavery, save that of the mind, thoroughly eradi- 
cated in the progress of evolution in the last two 
centuries, and yet it is to-day striving to use the 
arms of freedom and progress to maintain that, and 
will not succeed. l 

« Christian ” activity to-day is not the activity of 
the church, although striving desperately to keep 
life in the moribund body. In societies of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, in young people’s. guilds, White 
Cross armies, gymnasiums, reading-rooms, and other 
missions and charities it strives hard to reflect all 
credit upon an institution which in direct influence 
is powerless, and to help retrieve its hideous past. 
In societies for Suppression of Vice, temperance 
unions, anti-divorce leagues, and various other med- 
dling compacts it strives to influence the ruling 
classes to restrain by force of law the moral delin- 
quencies of the majority, and thus compel the 
observance of “Christ’s moral standards.” The 
activity among Christians to-day in forming these 
moral reform societies is differentiating church in- 
fluence into hundreds of schisms, which work on 
even though the church in and for itself is helpless. 
Christians are building better than they know, yet 
the church remains, not a conservator of religion, 
but a huge political machine, a vast superstition 
trust, an agency for controling and compelling men 
to artificial standards, a dead-weight upon civiliza- 
tion, and a clog to progress. 

Many persons, scarcely realizing their inconsist- 
ency, di-criminate between the “church” and 
“Christianity,” or between the “church” and indi- 
vidual Christians, calling “Christianity” the “body 
of teachings set forth by Jesus.” Yet the church 
can hav no raison d'étre, except as a vehicle of 
these, and as expressed by this vehicle Christianity 
has failed. 

The teachings and ideals of Jesus, as properly 
understood, cannot be outgrown, but honesty de- 
mands some other name than Christianity for them 
—that has stood too long for the perversion they 
hav suffered, and in proper parlance refers to the 
church itself. The world looks forward to-day to 
an ideal of religion which shall truly regenerate— 
make over—the nature of humanity. It trusts 
more and more as “sacraments” of life to those 
agencies which refine and cultivate every faculty; 
which develop each individual into freedom and 
power to comprehend and govern self; which ele- 
vate the motivation into a sphere whence the actions 
of daily life may be maintained in healthy and 
normal channels, independent of law and compul- 
sion. The age wants Mrs. Fuller’s ideal “ spirit- 
ually: minded worldly men," men who in’ Pauline 
phrase are a “law unto themselvs.” It wants, 
above all things, a real religion, and the need in 
evolution will generate the supply. The age wants 
a science of humanity, which shall understand and 

. treat man for his obvious benefit, train him accord- 
ing to his capacity. It wants a system of ethics, 
an idea of right and wrong, founded upon fact, and 
not upon outgrown assumptions and harmful super- 
stitions. : 

This ideal may be, probably is, Jesus's ideal, but 
we must make no compromise with past mistakes ; 
we cannot call it Christianity. It will recognize 
the spiritual value of Buddha and Confucius, of 
the saints and prophets of all ages and nations; it 
must be the religion of humanity, whose first ideal 
is the man-divine. Now, in this new age of unpre- 
cedented opportunity we may hav perfect faith in 
the “rising of the sun of righteousness;” the true 
return of the “Son of man” in “spirit and in 
power ;” the attainment of life's ideal; the putting. 


our errors. 
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away of all childish things, our superstitions and Our God becomes a hideous fiend, 
: Ropert LAWRENOE. And man the victim of his pains. 
Awav with these debasing doubts— 
| The Problem. With all that lessens hope, away! 
We know not if there be a God: Be to thy nobler instincts trie, 
m Nor know we, friend, the yet to be; And all the laws of life obey. 
or out of reach of human thought Stand firm! the world is 
: at thy feet; 
Is soundless, boundless, mystery. : Book. here thy mission, not above; 
We may, from legendary lore iv to lift up each other's ives, 
Crude, myatio, heorica receive, And build thy heaven on human love. 
nd in our helplessnese declare Friend, think of this, and ask thyself 
: " j yse 
Through self-delusion, **I believe.” wit thy professions coincide aa 
But notad faith d ith the convictions, calm and clear. 
No abtered rori p written lin, Which in thine inmost soul abide; 
Can, save by test of proven fact, Andi : 
: á ish nd if they do not, be sublime; 
Be claimed immortal or divine. The knell of ghostly gods hath rung— 
Belief and knowledge are not one: Break, break thy bonds conventional 
Belief presumes and knowledge knows; And giv to honest thought its tongue. 
And knowledge is but what the laws Caroxus. 


Of science and of sense disclose. 


We know not if there be a God; 
But this we know, that if there be, 
He givs the Reason that endows, 
Controls, performs, and governs me. 


And as in nature no two things 
Are each to other counterpart, 
So differ minds which seek to solve 
The things concealed from mind and heart. 


Vain quest; vain waste of mental power, 
This unsubstantial, fruitless strife; 

While round us lie to sense and sight 
The stern realities of life. 


Enough to know that if there be 

__A Power supreme o’er each event, 

“e must, foreknowing all, exist 
Omniscient and omnipotent; 


Who with a flash, a word, a sign, 

Could still the strife that shakes our zone, 
And with the splendor of himself 

Replace the unknown by the known. 


Since then in ignorance we grope, 
And wisdom infinit wills it 80; 

Man’s true philosophy should teach 
Contentment with the things we know; 


And that for man to preach to man 
God's purposes and attributes,- 
Asserting as historio facts 
What scientific truth refutes, 


Is but the arrogance of fools,: 
The rash presumption of the weak, 
Who claim from rotten creeds of old 
In ‘‘ revelation’s” name to speak. 


** But Christ says this—and Christ says that,” 
The casuist argues in reply, 

** Surely what God, the son, declared, 
Were revelations from on high!” 


' To whom I say: first prove thy Christ— 
A proof by doubters long desired— 
Remembering, as with other faiths, 
Each founder claimed to be inspired. 


But if ’twere proved that Christ was sent 
By God, his people to redeem, 

It would but prove that God himself 
Hath failed in his salvation scheme. 


For, since the blameless Jesus taught, 
Age after age hath passed away; 
And, lo! of all the human race, 
A fraction name his name to-day. 


. And, of this fraction, who can say 

He stands unsbaken by a doubt, 
While subtle mysteries, like clouds, 

The truth of prophecy shut out? 


And even he who most believes, 
Must feel his footing insecure; 
For, if material life be false, 
Why should ethereal life be sure? 


I envy not the restless heart, 
The frail, imaginativ soul, 

That with unsatisfied desires 
Forever seeks a sightless goal; 


That, half in terror of a hell, 
Half hopeful of a heavenly birth, 
Lets go the claims of present needs; 
The opportunities of earth; 


That, all oblivious of the feast 
Which nature spreads in daily food, 
Knows not the hallowed peace that springs 
From utmost faith in utmost good. 


Bestill O trembling child of fears! 
Awake, O dreamer of the night! 

Arise, and bless the living day 
That sanctifies with healing light. 


The golden light of confidence, 
That all is right, that all is just, 
And that whate'er the future holds, 
There is no room for cold mistrust. 


Be this thy creed: If God there be, 
Goodness and justice are his throne; 
Who, knowing all, controleth all 
The mysteries of the vast unknown, 


And that a power divine who placed, 
Unasked, our helpless natures here, 
Created not to wreak revenge 
In some accursed future sphere. 


If this, my friend, false reasoning be, 
But,this‘alternatiy remaing; 


Storms, Wrecks, and Special Providence. 


The year rm. 293 has been most cruel and de- 
structiv. The death rate (outside of. loss of life by 
earthquakes and floods) by violence exceeds that of 
any in my recollection. And the manner of death 
in many instances has been very cruel. If there is 
any God, or any being or power higher than man, 
then he, she, or it has been more cruel than any 
fiend managing the orthodox hell. The scenes of 
suffering left in the path of the irresistible and re- 
morseless cyclone, which commenced its destructiv 
work early in the year, and seemed to hav a peculiar 
penchant for little children, women, and churches, 
were enough to melt the heart of an orthodox devil. 
The floods came next, and in their wild rush seized 
the weak, the helpless, the innocent, and the beauti- 
ful and overwhelmed them together with the strong, 
the guilty, and the deformed. 

Then came the wrecks of boats and steamships 
on the rivers, lakes, and ocean, and of railway 
trains on land, with the drownings, crushings, and 
burnings of the helpless crews and passengers. 
Infants hav been drowned, or torn, or burned to 
death in the presence of their parents; wives or 
husbands within reach of each other, and yet each 
unable to rescue the other from such a horrible fate. 

And in all these cases there has. not been a single 
instance where a God, special providence, virgin, 
mother of God, son, saint, or other celestial being, 
power, or anything whatever above or superior to 
man, has lifted a hand or aided or assisted any man, 
woman, or child—not one. The question then 
comes naturally, What is the use of people paying 
money to build sacred houses, and for an army of 
over 111,000 ministers to intercede between man 
and these gods and goddesses with scanty bodices 
who cannot protect themselvs or do anything for 
their own support? In all my readings, conversa- 
tione with people who had traveled extensivly, and 
in my own travels over continents and islands, 
through storms, shipwrecks, railway collisions, and 
the carnage of the battlefield, I hav never heard of 
or known of any person who was, under any cir- 
cumstances, aided or assisted except by a human 
being, a dog, a cow, an ox, or a horse. Did you? 
So long as the gods of the religionists cannot aid 
us they are worthless, and it matters not what the 
« books” are, whether true or false. People are 
becoming practical. They hav no use for the use- 
less.: The burning question is, if applied to busi- 
ness, How much money is there in it? If to ma- 
chinery, or anything connected with labor or power, 
What can it accomplish? And right reason would 
apply the same rules to gods and the eutire celestial 
family. What can they do in making and pushing 
forward real, live, revolving worlds? What to aid 
man in protecting himself against the force of the 
elements? to subdue and bring under his control 
the elements of the earth? When man is in con- 
tention with a superior force and is about to be 
overcome, what can the theological gentlemen and 
ladies of the air do for him? The so-called minis- 
ters of religion say that they cannot do anything 
for him. This, then, should settle that question. 
The entire lot, gods, goddesses, saints, churches, 
and every person in any manner connected with 


} religion should at once be wiped out, that is, all 


human laws should be withdrawn from their sup- 


port. If true, they will remain; if false, they will 
crumble and decay. Truth is eternal and will 
remain. P. V. Wise. 


St. Joseph, Mo. 


If we would be followers of God and the dear 
Savior, we must be contended to obey without ques- 
tioning. They do not want any questioners in 
heaven. The man who asks questions is an Infidel, 
and only fit to associate with the devil. He is the 
wicked angel who demonstrated to our first parents 
in the Garden of Eden that our Heavenly Father 
was deceiving them as to the quality of certain 
fruit, 
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photographer; B. W. Smith, Patrick H. Krutsch, 
F. J. Miller, N. B. Heidlebaugh, Frank Rye, and 
others are among those I met here, and the three 
days of my campaign passed off quickly and de- 
lightfully, and I think all feel that something was 
done for Freethought, intellectually and socially, 
and that we can look forward with grexter hope and 
determination to do our level best. Iam sure I 
can; and Delphos, with its cheery Liberals, has 
been to me a very encouraging field of labor. 

While I was at Northport I made a statement of 
the case of an engineer on a railroad in Massachu- 
setts who sued for damages and could not recover, 
the railroad making the plea that he was engaged 
in unlawful labor and not entitled to damages. A 
lawyer present at my lecture desired a record of 
this case, asserting that such a decision could not 
be rendered in Massachusetts, for it is a principle 
of law that the railroad could not make its own un- 
lawful act—namely, making the man work on Sun- 
day—a plea for non-payment of damages. While 
with Roloson, and by his aid, I went through the 
records to find the case I cited. It is well known 
that law books are interminable, and a record can 
not always be found, and in this case I was disap- 
appointed. Iam quite certain of the case, and I 
hope those who know anything about it will hunt 
up the legal record and let me know just where to 
find it for future use. But I did find two cases in 
the law books where the same principle is involved, 
and which prove beyond question that I was right 
in my statement of Massachusetts law; and the 
railroad could make the plea and escape thereby 
payment of damages; and I will giv these cases for 
the benefit of others where a like dispute might 
arise: 

The plaintiff sustained personal damages from the 
negligence of the defendants while assisting them in their 
work on the Lord's day; in an action to recover for such 
damages held that the plaintiff's illegal act in working 
upon the Lord's day was so inseparably connected with 


the cause of action as to prevent his maintaining the 
suit (Case of McGrath vs. Munn, Massachusetts). 


A conductor of a street railway car performing his 
ordinary duties on Sunday is both laboring and traveling 
and can maintain no‘action for an injury by collision with 
a car of another company while so employed (Day vs, 
Highland Street Railway Co.), 

This makes it plain beyond question that no 
workingman in Massachusetts can recover damages 
for any injury received on Sunday. Was there ever 
a more unjust law? 

I left Delphos on Friday, February 2d, and it 
was a great pleasure after a long day's ride to meet 
in Chicago’s magnificent Auditorium C. P. Farrell 
and Mr. and Mrs. Ingersoll, and to listen to this 
peerless orator of Freethought; and on Sunday 
night the pleasure was repeated at McVicker’s. 
How the people do throng to hear Ingersoll, and 
how the old towers of superstition do tumble down 
when his electric words sparkle along. 

On Monday evening, February 5th, Father 
Thomas Sherman, son of “Tecumseh” Sherman, 
made a brilliant and passionate plea for the Jesuits. 
Central Musie Hall was crowded to its utmost 
capacity. Thunders of applause greeted the 
speaker. He painted the Jesuit as the ideal man, 
devoted altogether to the good and true and beauti- 
tiful; a soldier and a saint; a gentleman, a scholar, 
and a hero. All of which remains to be proved. 
Father Thomas has a good deal of snap to him, and 
can fire up like the oll warrior himself. The fol- 
lowing. reported near the close of his discourse, is 
rather startling, and it may be well to put it on 
record as showing the spirit of the Jesuit still. I 
guess he will bear watching: 


News and Notes. 


Although Delphos, O., is overshadowed by an 
immense cathedral, and the Catholics are in numer- 
ous array, yet the light of Freethought is not ex- 
tinguished, but sends many aray into the darkness. 
The Delphos Liberal Society has a stanch member- 
ship, and it purposes to keep things lively for hu- 
man progress, even under the very shadow of the 
cross. 

The lecturer who comes to Delphos will hav a 
good time always. He will hav a hearty welcome; 
and if he happens to be discouraged at the outlook 
from other points of pioneer labor, he can brace up 
here with plenty of good fellowship, and feel that 
this “old world is growing brighter.” B. A. Rolo- 
son takes the pilgrim at once to hospitable table 
and bright fireside, and there is all the fun in the 
world mingled with the “tug of war” for liberty 
and justice. I giv three lectures at Delphos on 
Jan. 30th and 31st and Feb. 1st, and the audiences 
are good from the beginning and constantly in- 
crease, although the churches are pushing their re- 
vivals, and hold services until two o’clock in the 
morning. The Christian Endeavor Society prayed 
until the members got hungry, and then they had 
supper and went to praying and singing again into 
the small hours. These all-night revivals will be- 
come popular, I guess, they are so much like the 
dancing parties that sinners enjoy. "There's music 
and the festal board, etc. I wonder if some day 
they won’t dance people into the kingdom of 
heaven, or win souls by a game of draw poker. If 
the sinners hav a good thing the saints adopt it 
sooner or later. 

Charlesworth, with B. A. Roloson, started the 
Freethought organization in Delphos, about a year 
or more ago, and it has kept steadily on. Its object 
is *to encourage and promote intellectual and 
moral development, individual liberty, and human 
happiness unrestrained by church or creed." This 
is a broad and practical platform, and there are a 
large number in Delphos as elsewhere in sympathy 
with it; but many are not yet bold enough to let 
the world know just what they do think. ' 

One pleasant feature of the meetings at Delphos 
was the presence of quite a company from a dis- 
tance. Mr. Elmer Miller came from Crayon, Ohio, 
about fifty miles off; and he stayed through all the 
lectures. He is an occasional contributor to Tur 
Truta SEEKER, and advances Freethought when- 
ever he gets a chance. Mr. D. P. Lloyd was pres- 
ent the first night from Fostoria, and J. F. 
Hanenstein from Lima. Mr. P. J. Lauth, from 
Southworth, was at all the lectures; and others 
from a greater or less distance, not residing at 
Delphos. Delphos is a town of about six thousand 
inhabitants. Three or four railroads run through 
it, and it is a good rallying-point. 

It has a big cathedral, the largest, I understand, 
in the state. It can hold a congregation of fifteen 
hundred. It cost $100,000, and its docorations 
cost another $100,000. It is simply magnificent— 
the windows and altars and images and painting. 
The railing about the altars cost $30,000, and was 
imported from Italy. I ventured into its sacred 
precincts with Roloson and other freinds, and ad. 
mired the splendor and deplored the waste. The 
Catholics own pretty near half a million dollars’ 
worth of property in Delphos, a square of real es- 
tate, with large buildings besides the cathedral. 

It is quite satisfactory to discover that the women 
of Delphos are ready to be counted as Liberals. 
There were many ladies present at the lectures. 
Mrs. Nora Roloson, wife of B. A. Roloson, and Miss 
Dora Brundage, her sister, are stanch Liberals, not- 
withstanding early Christian training; and they 
gave a generous welcome to the Infidel lecturer. I 
must not forget to mention G. Bruno Roloson, 
three years old, a Freethinker from his birth; born 
to be an orator, I am sure, for he can talk, and has 
more sense than some folks older. He believes in 
equal rights and impartial liberty, without doubt. 
He attended all three of the lectures, and behaved 
like a little man, and slept soundly. Louis Eysen- 
bach, president of the society, was at all the lectures, 
with his family, which count well for Freethought, 
he having ten children, and the church has not 
caught one. Two of his daughters are teachers in 
the public schools. Mrs. H. H. Brundage is vice- 
president of the society. Dr. Brundage is a Lib- 
eral, too. Jos. Roth, treasurer of the society, and 
his wife are devoted to the cause. W. S. Miller is 
radical to the backbone. His daughter favored us 
with musie every night, and that was an excellent 
service. She is & Liberal, bright and early. Mrs. 
W. S. Miller, Mrs. J. H. Kuhns, Mrs. M. E. Brun- 
dage are in the ranks with their hu:bands; so that 
the Delphos Society is made up to a great extent of 
united families, and this is a beautiful feature about 
it and a source of life and progress. S. G. Roloson, 


WHAT SHOULD BE DONE. 

For my part, I hav no apology to offer for the acts of 
Catholics in vigorous protest against these wholesale 
vendors of infamy (referring to the American Proteotiv 
Association lecturers). The father who slays the cor- 
rupter of his child must be left to the almighty. The 
man who shoots an Anarchist at sight is a public bene- 
factor. These ex-priests are Anarchists of the worst 
stamp. They appeal to free speech. If by free speech is 
meant the right to debauch the minds of women and 
children at pleasure, then I for one say, Better Jree 
bullets than free speech! Tf America will not draw the 
line between liberty and license, then America means 
chaos and old night. There is no right to do public 
wrong, and every town and village must prevent it. Sue 
for libel? The evil is done when the suit is begun. Of 
course I know you will not agree with me, but if the 
blight of corruption were to threaten yonr own you 
would act on the principle of prevention. ` There are oer- 
tain questions that cannot be touched in public without 
doing vast harm. The state exists to preserve public 
morality. 


This is the principle that burned Bruno at the 
stake, and countless others. It is the same old 
doctrin that justifies persecution. “There are cer- 
tain questions that cannot be touched in publie 
without doing vast harm "— namely, such questions 
as the purity, genuinness, ete., of the papal church. 
He who discusses these questions must hav a “free 
bullet." Ah, Father Thomas, you gave yourself 


You may put on sheep's clothing, 
but the wolf wil growl. Father Thomas is a Tor- 
quemada at heart, a true Jesuit. “Free bullets.” 
Yes, that has always been the policy of Rome. 
«Shoot an Anarchist at sight." He meant “ Infidel,” 
of course. - 

Iam glad to announce that over five hundred 
pages of “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
are now in type, and that the writing of the book is 
practically completed. Of course there will be the 
arrangement of the portraits and biographies, and 
this will take time, besides the binding, ete. But 
whatever happens to the Secular Pilgrim, the book 
has been born out of his brain, and I hope it will liv. : 

Those who hav not subscribed I hope will do so. 
It will cost two thousand dollars to publish the first 
edition. Ihav devoted months to the work. I feel 
sure that it will contain information and thought 
that cannot be found elsewhere in the same com- 
pass. I want the help of friends. : l 
Samve, P. Purnam. 


away that time. 


Observations. 


Concerning visions of the dying, like that attrib- 
uted to Pasco Hodges, of Wilmington, North 
Carolina, I hav not read any more sensible remarks 
than those of Dr. J. M. Buckley. Although Dr. 
Buckley is a clergyman and editor of the Christian 
Advocate, he rejects all the superstitions of Chris- 
tianity except those a professed belief in which is 
essential to orthodoxy. In his recent book on 
“Faith Healing, Christian Science, and Kindred 
Phenomena ” he talks like a Materialist. His study 
of psychical things, including mesmerism, which he 
has practiced more or less, leads him to the same 
conclusions, so far as he goes, that were reached by 
the late La Roy Sunderland, with whom he was 
well acquainted. Dr. Buckley says: “During the 
past thirty years I hav seen many die, and many 
who thought themselvs to be dying who afterward 
recovered; but I hav no ground to suppose any of 
the visions supernatural, nor hav I seen any indica- 
tion of the development of a faeulty of cognizing: 
another world." His explanation of death-bed 
visions is that the vital force is so nearly exhausted as 
to be incapable of stimulating any of the brain cells 
except those early impressed; and a dying person 
is more likely to look backward and see his child- 
hood home than to look forward toward what he 
expects to find after death. Devout and consistent 
Christians, Mr. Buckley says, sometimes die in great 
agony of spirit, while total unbelievers pass calmly 
away, their minds unruffled by apprehension or: 
remorse. The fact as he states it is that “when the 
dying appear to see anything it is in harmony with 
the traditions they hav received.” Thus dying 
Catholics may hav visions of the Virgin Mary, be- 
cause they hav been trained to supplicate her and 
hav had her image before them in the church; but 
she never appears to Protestants who hav not been 
trained in their youth as Catholics. ** Where 
wicked persons see fiends and evil spirits, they 
harmonize with the descriptions which hav been 
given in the sermons, poems, and supernatural nar- 
rations with which they hav been familiar.” 

That is a natural and sufficient elucidation; and 
it may be ornately said that mental phenomena not 
susceptible of explanation on this hypothesis are 
referable to the imagination or dishonesty of those 
who assert them. Probably in the esse of Hodges, 
Dr. Buckley’s method need not be applied. Given 
a dying unbeliever, an unscrupulous priest, and a 
reporter hunting for a sensation, and you hav the - 
best raw material and the highest class of skilled 
operativs for the manufacture of lies that the planet. 
affords. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club failed to furnish the 
press with a list of its lectures for February, and 
for that reason I did not know that on the evening 
of Friday, February 9th, Miss Ida Craddock, of 
Philadelphia, would deliver a discourse on “Sur- 
vivals of Sex Worship.” Otherwise I should hav 
attended, going early to avoid the rush. Ilearn 
from a pers& n who was there that at the close 
of Miss Craddock’s remarks an cfficer of the club 
arose and suggested that inasmuch as the lecture 
was jndecent and unfit to be either listened to or 
diadh ised. the meeting do now adjourn. Those 
who, like myself, missed this chance to þe cor- 
rupted, may be able to make up the loss by indulg- 
ing in a little moral agitation on their own account; 
nevertheless, such an opportunity as Miss Crad- 
dock’s lecture affords cannot be lost, I fear, with-. 
out deplorably lessening the sum total of human. 
cussedness. ` 

The persistently obtuse silver men continue to- 
display the incorrigible nature of them, by main- 
taining that itis better for a merchant to pay his bills 
out of cash in hand than to borrow money for that. 
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purpose and pay interest on it. They even go so 
far as to apply the same principle to the govern- 
ment, arguing that while the treasury contains un- 
covered and uncoined silver, there is no economy 
in issuing interest-bearing bonds. They will never 
learn what a hardship such a course as they propose 
would work to those who liv without work. The 
bond system and the banking system exist in such 
a beautiful and harmonious reciprocal relation that 
none but a silver man or a greenbacker would dis- 
turb it.. It is so simple, too! Like the manual of 
arms, it is reduced to numbers. At number one, 
the banker buys government bonds, paying for 
them in gold, and issuing bank notes at the 
rate of $90 in notes to $100 in bonds, and draw- 
ing interest from the government on the bonds. 
At number two, having turned his own notes and 
his customers’ deposits into greenbacks or treasury 
notes, he exchanges these for gold at the sub- 
treasury, withdrawing gold from the government, 
which necessitates the issuing of more bonds. At 
number three, he buys these bonds, issues bank notes 
as before, exchanges them again, and goes back to 
the first position. The present ability of the 
bankers to double up indefinitly, and also to draw 
interest both on what they owe and what others 
owe them, shows what a hardship the silver men, 
by blocking the system, are trying to work on a 
worthy class of citizens. SUR 


The female sex has been taught another lesson in 
obedience and silence, and the Rev. Mr. Pelletrea1 
of Ballston, N. Y., is the teacher. The female ben- 
eficiary is Miss Vassar, a member of Mr. Pelletreau's 
church. It is a conceded fact that clergymen want 
to do all the talking, and it is equally well-known 
that the average female has some talking ability of 
her own. So while Pelletreau preached, Miss Vas- 
sar conversed in & whisper to other members of the 
choir. The displeasure of the pastor at this being 
manifest, the young woman endeavored to consume 
some of the superabundant vitality of her jaw by 
chewing gum, which still more harassed the spirit 
of Pelletreau. When he could endure it no longer. 
he quit his pulpit, &dvanced to the center of the 
chancel, and, in secular phrase, called Miss Vassar 
down. Then the young woman arose, stiffened her 
neck, and talked back. Finding that extreme 
measures were demanded, the clergyman braced 
himself for a final effort, and thundered at the kick- 
ing female the words of St. Paul, “Let the women 
keep silence in the churches.” Fortunately for 
Miss Vassar, nature besides furnishing woman with 
a pliant tongue, has also provided her with seating 
power and superior proportions for sitting down 
substantially and with comfort. The young lady 
availed herself of this gift of nature, and subsided. 
Miss Vassar must yield to Pelletreau in the matter 
of silence; but the pastor has won only half a vic- 
tory. Where in the scriptures can be found any 
inhibition on the chewing of gum? 


Does anybody know whether the Friendship Lib. 
eral League has ever asserted its interest in the 
property of Levi Nice, bequeathed to the “ Infidel 
Society of Philadelphia” twenty-five years ago? 
“Immediately after the death of both my said 
grand-nieces,” says the will of Mr. Nice, “then it is 
my will that my real estate aforesaid shall go to and 
be held in fee simple by the Infidel Society of 
Philadelphia, hereafter to be incorporated, and to 
be held and disposed of by them for the purpose of 
building a hall for the free discussion of religion, 
politics,” ete. . 

A judge named Sharswood, who occupied the 
bench of the supreme court of Pennsylvania at that 
time, decided that the will was void for the reason 
that no Infidel society existed in Philadelphia; and 
the judge added that it was moreover improbable 
that one ever would exist. Judge Sharswood, who 
does not appear to hav had brains enough to sus- 
tain a headache, went further, and, in what Mr. 
Wakeman would call an obiter dictum, said: ‘The 
laws and institutions of this state are built on the 
foundation of reverence for Christianity. To this 
extent, at least, it must certainly be considered as 
well settled that the religion revealed in the Bible 
is not to be openly reviled, ridiculed, or blasphemed. 
Indeed, a hall dedicated in perpetuity to the free 
discussion of religion, politics, e? cetera, under the 
administration of a society of Infidels * would be a 
nursery of vice, a school of preparation to quality 
young men for the gallows and young women for 
the brothel; and there is not & skeptic of decent 
manners and.good morals who would not consider 
such a debating club as a common nuisance and a 
disgrace to the city.’” 

The decision that a corporation cannot be formed 
for the purpose of holdmg property already be- 
queathed to it is said to be good law; for it is ac- 
cording to Coke, who, by the way, was one of the 


most atrocious villains that ever escaped tar and 
feathers. Nevertheless, if the society existed at the 
death of the grand-nieces, the fact of its then being 
a qualified devisee should somewhat modify the rel- 
evancy of Mr. Coke’s proposition that “a possibility 
upon & possibility is never admitted by intendment 
of law.” I know that Coke was a bigot and totally 
destitute of the sense of justice; I know also that 
he has been dead several hundred years, and that 
therefore his opinion about current affairs is en- 
titled to great respect; stillI think he might safely 
be ignored in cases where his opinions obviously do 
not apply. 

One of the great ornaments on our system of 
doing things is the fact that the will of a testator 
cannot be carried out until some antic on the bench 
has had an opportunity to consider how it will 
affect his own interests or prejudices. Probably 
Sharswood is dead—the: lapse of a quarter of a 
century givs us reason to hope; but as the place 
where bigotry or idiocy reigned in one generation 
is often competently filled by hypocrisy or rascality 
in the next, the probability is that the will of Levi 
Nice is broken forever. 


L. I., Feb. 7, 1894. 

. Toe TRUTH SgExER Co.: If you are not agoing to pub- 
lish the book, ** Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
why do you not return to the subscribers their money ? 

Ong oF THE SWINDLED. 
Friend, you err in roaring against the printers. 
Address your remarks to Putnam. He promised 
you six hundred pages, and nothing but some su- 
pernatural interference can now prevent him from 
giving you eight hundred. You must remember 
that the Truth Seeker Company has a conscience, 
and therefore cannot return you your money after 
having agreed to provide you with a book worth so 
much more than the humiliating sum received. Let 
out another reef in your patience, dear friend. The 
great work is just trembling on the horizon, and 
when it bursts upon: you full-orbed, you will no 
longer regard yourself as one of the swindled. 

You will be One of tbe Delighted and Blest. 
Geo. E. MacpoNALD. 


A Book Note. 


Speaking of good books to sell, which likewise 
do good when sold, and also of good men to sell 
them, we can unreservedly commend «Old Testament 
Stories" and our friend W. M. Carpenter, who in & 
small New Hampshire town has sold within the 
past four weeks one hundred and three copies of 
Heston's humorous work. The way of the preach- 
ers in that town will bea trifle harder this year 
than last. For which, O Lord, make them, or at 
least us, truly thankful ! 


Mortuary— Elizabeth Hart. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Hart, wife of William Hart, of 
Kirksville, Mo., author of “The Candle from Under 
the Bushel" died at her home in Kirksville on 
January 27th, at the age of sixty-three years. It 
was her request that no minister should hold ser- 
vices over her remains. Dr. M. L. Ward read a 
Spiritualist burial service from “ The Truth Seeker 
Collection.” A local paper reports that she had a 
premonition of her coming demise about a week be- 
fore the beginning of her fatal illness, which lasted 
two weeks. She promised her husband, with whom 
she had lived for forty-six years, that, if it should be 
possible, she would communicate with him from 
the beyond. She calmly died in the faith in which 
she lived. 


. One of our most welcome exchanges is the New 
York. Trura Seeger. Like other things that come 
from America—cyclones, for instance—it arrives 
irregularly. The latest number before us is bright 
and interesting. Watson Heston continues his car- 
toons, George Macdonald has his keen pen again at 
work on the paper, and Charles Watts contrib- 
utes Freethought notes from England. Mr. Watts 
says that the National Secular Society, at whose 
birth he assisted, is “in a better condition in every 
way than it has ever been.” This is a statement 
which we are not prepared to contradict.—Zon- 
don Freethinker. 


i 

The assistant Comstock society, known as the 
Quadro-Centennial Committee of the United States 
Senate, has voted unanimously that artist St. 
Gaudens must so alter his pure design for the 
World’s Fair medal as to make it acceptable to 
these Senators’ demoralized imaginations. We 
shall be greatly disappointed if Mr. St. Gaudens 
does not once more and finally inform them that 
they will hav to find some one else to do the in- 
decent work. What do these would-be critics know 
about art? Their trade is politics. Let them stick 
to it. Even there they are only apprentices. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. REMsBuna will lecture in Elmira, N. Y., Saturday 
evening, Feb. 24th. Elmira last heard a Freethought 
lecture some twelve years ago. f 


Tux Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 3 o'olock. l 


W. F. Jammson desires to make lecture engagementsin 
Nevada, Utah, and Colorado, along the lines of railroad 
East. Address W. F. Jamieson, Elsinore, Cal. 


Tue First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 r. m. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-school in same place at 13:30 p.m. 


THE Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 168} 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. 


Tue Women’s LriBERAL LumaGUE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments: 


Chicago, Ill., Feb. 18th, 25th. 
Metamora, Mich., March 1, 2. 
Toronto, March 4, 11. 


Those who desire lectures at any points between New 
York and Chicago, and in the vicinity of Chicago during 
the month of February, will please write at once to Mr. 
Putnam, care of Tug TRUTH SuEgkER, New York. 


Joun Prescott Gump givs an '' Essay on Giordano 
Bruno, the Martyr Prophet of Science,” to the Spiritual- 
ists, Wyman's Exchange, Lowell, Mass., Sunday evening, 
February 18th, when he would be glad to greet all truth 
seekers in the Spindle City. ` 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for February: 


February 18th—‘‘ Personal Hygiene,” Dr. Charles H. 
Shepard. 

February 25th —'* Morality without Christianity,” Frank- 
lin Steiner. . 


Miss Crappoox spoke last Sunday before the Brook- 
lyn Philosophical Association on **Survivals of Sex Wor- 
ship.” It was an attempt to show how largely that 
ancient worship survives in Christianity, and how little 
its devotees know it. She also made a, plea for more en- 
lightenment on sexual matters, so that the sexes might 
understand their relations to each other better than they 
do, and the miseries resulting from present ignorance on 
this matter be lessened. The audienco was moat attentiv 
throughout the address, 


FRANKLIN Sterner’s lecture engagements are as fol- 
ows: 


Feb. 18, Alliance. O, ; Mar. 
* 98, New York itv. di 
** 25, Brooklyn, N. Y. et 
** 98, Ellenville, N. Y. H 

Mar. 4, Philadelphia, Pa. t 
** 8, Norwalk, Conn. * 21-23, Northport N.Y. 
** 9, Meriden, Conn. * 25, Newark, N. J. 

Mr. Steiner has some open dates for his return trip. 
padres him, after February 12, in care of Tar TRUTH 
BEKER. 


11, Boston, Mass. 

12, 18, Harwich, Mass. 
14, Cotuit, Mass. 

15, Osterville, Mass. 
18, Boston, Mass. 


J. E. Remssore is now on his way East. 
ments as far as arranged are as follows: 
Feb. 17, 18, Cortland, O.- | Feb. 24, Elmira, N. Y. 

** 19, Jamestown. N. Y. ‘* 25, 28, Scranton, Da. 

** 20, Ridgeway, N. Y. * 26, N. Mehoopany,Pa. 

** 21, Fairport, N. Y. * 27, Tompkinsville, Pa. 

* 22, Newark, N. Y. Mar. 2, New York, N. Y. 

** 28, Lisle, N. Y. ; 

Appointments for New York and Pennsylvania, also 
additional appointments for Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, wil] be published later. 


His appoints 


Cor. R. Q. Inarrsour’s lecture appointments and sub- 
jects for the present month are as follows: 

February 17th—West Superior. Minn.,.......................... 

Liberty for Man, Woman, and Child 

February 18th —St Paul, Minn., Some Mistakes of Moses 


February 20th —Saginaw, Mich.,.................... Shakspere 
February 21st—Bay Citv, Mich ,.................... Shakspere 
February 22d—Grand Rapids, Mich.,............. Shakspere 
February 283d—Jackson, Mich..,...... m Shakspere 
February 24th—Battle Creek. Mich., .............. Shakspere 


Geo. L. Pratt, of Ridgeway, N. Y., writes: ‘J. E. 
Remsburg is to lecture here Tuesday, February 20th, at 
the Universalist church at 7.30 p m., and I want all the 
truth seekers in Western New York, and especially all 
those in Orleans and Niagara counties, to be here so we 
may get acquainted and know each other. I invite all 
such from a distance to my house for entertainment. If 
more come than my houre will hold, we will adopt the 
custom in vogue among th- Universalists and other Chris- 
tians, and I know there are plenty of people among my 
neighbors who will giv free and hospitable entertainment. 
I hope all who intend to come will drop me a postal-card 
inadvance. Trains pass Medina and Niagara Falls branch 
of the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad both 
ways between 8 and 4 P M., and two stages come that 
day. Rendezvous at Adler & Co’s clothing store and I 
will see that the stage drivers of both stages wait for both 
trains and stpp them. ‘Trains stop at Lyndenville on the 
R. O. and Lake Shore Railroad both ways between the 
hours of 12.22 and 2.25 P.M. No stage that way. I will 
meet or send team for any who notify me they are coming 
that way. Ridgeway is three miles north of Medina and 
four miles south of Lyndenville.” 

—— — m 


The many admirers of Mr. Otto Wettstein's writings, 
which are of the unsophisticated materialistic variety, 
will be glad to learn that his Congress address on the 
i e Delusion” is now obtainable ns a pamphlet for 

cents, 
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betters of Friends. 


A Strong Plant from a Sample Seed. 
St. MAGDALENA, IND., Jan. 28, 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: Some one has sent me a 
copy of your paper and I like it so much I 


herewith send money for the same for one 
year. I hope to be able to send a few sub- 
scribers in a short time. Wishing you 
success, lam, Yours in Freethought, 
Mrs. Eviza W. Haines. 


That Live Secular Church. 

PORTLAND, OR., Jan. 27, 1894. 
Mr. Enrrong: Inelosed you will find $3, 
which pays for paper to next January. I 
think a great dealof it and could not get 
along without it. We hav some lively 
meetings in our First Secular church in 
Portlaud every Sunday evening. The 
hall is filled every time. Wishing you 

every success, T am, Yours respectfully, 

Hewry BENNETT, SR. 


Trying to Spur Them Into Activity. 
Barer Crry, Or., Jan. 1, 1894 
Mr. Epitor: I send one new sub- 
scriber. I hav not the money at present 
. to renew my subscription. Just send the 
paper right on; I will send the money as 


was an Infidel and I could get no house. 


I knew if I got Mr. Remsburg we would 


be sure of & debate, for we hav several 
Campbellite ministers 


it would be for them to silence any of 
those Infidel lecturers. 

The Free Methodists hav been raising 
hell for some time in our neighborhood. 
They hav a great many converts, but I 
eaunot say that one of them is of good, 
sound mind. They sre recognized as 
honest people, but they are weak mentally 
and very easily excited. I know of several 
who hav lost what little sense they had 
before they became sanctified. 

D. M. GaA»pEx. 


The Halls of Congress the Temple of 
Liberty— Perhaps! 
Ouray, CoL., Jan. 23, 1894. 
Mr. Enprron: Received all books O. K. 
I don't know whether you people realize 


that & powerful bond and gold serpent 


the nearest outspoken Liberal to me is 
eight miles distant and the next one is 
eighteen miles away. I hav never had the 
pleasure of hearing a Liberal lecture. I 
had the money promised by Liberal 
friends to hav Mr. Remsburg giv us two 
lectures, but it soon got rumored that he 


here who hav 
boasted in their cowards’ castles how easy 


goodness of the bank is usually in propor- 
tion to the number of its counterfeits.” 
Pretty sound logic, I must confess, as to 
ordinary banks, and if it applies to the 
great Christian bank it must be sound in- 
deed. But I come back at them again by 
saying : Banks themselvs detect these 
counterfeits on sight, or if they can’t, and 
there are many counterfeits, they hav to 
go out of business and wind up their af- 
fairs; while the Christian bank, having 
ignored Mark’s casting-out-devils, speak- 
ing-with-new- tongues, taking up serpents, 
drinking-any-deadly-thing, laying-hands- 
on-the-sick test, they hav no means under 
heaven given among men whereby they 
can tell a genuin from 4 counterfeit Chris- 
tian until he has done his deviltry and is 
caught ‘‘dead to rights” at something 


‘that causes weeping and wailing and 


gnashing of teeth in a whole neighbor- 
hood, and at something that he would not 
hav had an opportunity but for the 
church’s garment of sheep’s clothing. 
Therefore don’t you think, Mr. Editor, 
that the logic of the argument carried 
fairly out requires that the ‘‘ true church” 
should either resurrect the said casting- 
out-devils, ete., ** detector ” (** detectors" 
—that’s what they called it in wild-cat 
banking times), as it is wont to resurrect 


entered the United States in 1878; that 
ever since then it has bad its head in the 
United States treasury; that its body has 
coiled around our industrial system so 
tight that the time has come when the 
people must and will kill the reptil, or it 
wil starve the people into industria! 
slavery. Ithasinvaded the sacred temple 
of liberty, the halls of Congress. 

I am for Freethought, free coinage of 
silver at 16 to 1, and for free men and free 
women. The voters of Colorado, by six 
thousand majority, hav said to the world: 
Colorado must and shall be the second 
eradle of freedom, by restoring to woman 
her natural rights, and partly righting 
man's inhumanity to woman within the 
state. Why, if woman's rights were to be 
voted on again to-morrow, with the honest 


soon as I get it. If you hav any tracts for 
distribution please send some and I will 
make good use of them. There are plenty 
of Freethinkers here, but all seem to be 
silent. I think their silence won't last 
long if I can get some tracts scattered 
among them. Mrs, M. C. Kxxrox. 


A Charaeteristie Offer. 

Frienp, Nes., Jan. 27, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $3 for re- 
newal I would like to send you other 
subscribers from here, but do not know 
how to procure them. But if you hav any 
old or infirm subscriber unable to pay for 

his paper I will gladly pay for some such. 

J. W. GILBERT. 
[Mr. Gilbert’s generosity need not be 


now and then, to worry and torture good 
men for no other offense than carrying 
brains too large to grapple a lot of Mun- 
chausen nonsense, unsupported by any 
evidence such as would be admitted by & 
backwoods justice of the peace to prove 
the least material fact in a dog-fight case. 
Don’t you think they had better, with 
other fossils, resurrect Mr. Mark’s cast- 
ing-out-devils, etc., test, find some other 
equally potent. one, redeem or stone for 
the. deviltry of the counterfeits iheir 
Stamps keep in circulation, or go out of 
business, turn over the church property to 
atone, and round up so that a long-suffer- 
ing church and god-tax ridden people may 
be rid of the ravages of these omnipresent 


the old savage Puritan blue-laws every | 


wasted, as we are carrying several aged 
and impecunious Freethinkers on our list. 
Some of them wouldn’t like to hav their 
hard lines published to the world, so we 
refrain from mentioning them.—Ep. T. S.] 


School vs. Revival. 
Granam, Mo., Jan. 29, 1894 

Mr. Eprron: Jnclosed find postal order 
to apply on subscription for the accom- 
panying list of names. 

The Methodist church of this town has 
been making an effort to increase its mem- 
bership. It has been striving for the last 
four weeks, but so far has failed to cut 
the mustard. The kind of material used 
for their purpose is getting scarce in this 
community. We hava good school, with 
three departments, and most of the pupils 
hav learned their alphabet and multiplica- 
tion table, which makes it uphill work for 
the enemy of intelligence. 

G. D. Mowry. 


Clergy As Silent As God. 
Los ÀÁwaGELrS, CAL., Jan. 80, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: It is a pleasure to inform 
youand your readers that Los Angeles 
has again paid proper tribute to the name 
and memory of the immortal Thomas 
Paine. Prof. W. F. Jamieson was the 
prineipal speaker on this, the 156th anni- 
versary of his birth, and other talented 
speakers followed him, with a good musi- 
cal program. It was a successful celebra- 
tion as far as oratary and music were con- 
cerned, but financially it was otherwise, as 
we were twenty-one big dollars behind 
on expenses. 

We hav been favored with a course of 
seven lectures on Freethought subjects by 
Professor Jamieson, and the possibility 
exists for a debate on that ever-interesting 
subject: ' Does a Man Liv After he is 
Dead?" 

The clergy are as silent as God since his 
last conversation with Moses, and they 
don’t hanker after a debate, so far as heard 
from. C. SEVERANCE, 


Trademark of the Free Methodist. 
BERRYVILLE, ILL., Dec. 24, 1893. 
Mr. EprrTon: I hope you will excuse me 
for being so far behind. Please find 
check, for which you can carry me a while 
longer. i 
I hav no chance of getting into a club; 


the Lord awake!" 
tried!” 
After contemplating ihe inroads of Mo- 
hammedanism, he yells: ** We are looking 
for the stretched-down, bared arm of the 
God of nations." 
thought that distinguished person (Tal- 
mage's God) had ‘‘half tried" when he 
worked once six days and got so tired he 
had to rest, and for some time afterwards 
could only walk. in the garden in the cool 
of the day; when he drowned the world in 
the cause of morality; stopped the sun to 
murder; when he wrestled all night with 
Jacob. But now we know what was the 
matter—he didn’t roll up his sleeve to his 


study that has been given it of late, I truly 
believe the majority would be twice six 
thousand. 


These are the views of a Colorado miner. 
E. T. Haveuey. 


Don’t Let the Senate See God’s Denude 


Arm. i 

PAULINE, ARK., Jan. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Talmage’s wail: “Arm of 
, ‘‘ God has never half 
** There is such a reserve force." 


This is news. We 


shoulder and ‘‘ bare his right arm.” Still 
we suggest a better way would be to go 


into training for three months and then 


strip bare to the belt and try Corbett. 

Since I come to think of it, Talmage’s 
prize-fighter has killed but three or four 
himself. Let us see—there was Er, and 
Onan, and Nabal, and perhaps one or two 
more. It was his followers who did the 
killing, but said he told them to do it. 
We hope to hear from Heston on that 
comet’s-tail arm. 

Dr. W. R. BAOHELOR. 


That Must-Be-Good - Which -Is-Counter- 
feited Argument, 
Harpste|r, O., Jan. 25, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: The tab on your valued 
paper notifies me that I am slightly in ar- 
rears. I therefore inclose $5 for it two 
years longer. And, as I wish to deal 
square, I inclose a little slip describing a 
little ‘‘slip.” Ioften try to call my ortho- 
dox friends down by calling attention to 
the frequency of such ‘‘slips.’ But 
whenever I thus try to call them down, as 
I was saying, they will come and eoun- 
ter by saying: 


ancient patron, 


** These slippers are all 
counterfeits ; the counterfeit game is 


never worked on $ bad bank, and the 


wolves in sheep's clothing, and which they 


would be rid of but for the sheep's cloth- 
ing ? 


Awaiting your views, I remain your 
' Cyrus SEARS. 


Ráther Rough on the Parents, 
Lone Rock, OR., Jan. 15, 1894. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed yop will find 
$1.50, which is all I hav. I hav been wait- 


ing to get some money that is due me, so 
that I could send you $6.50, which would 
pay. for my paper two years, as I hav 
always sent before, and would also hav 
given me a copy of ‘‘¥our Hundred Years 
of Freethought,” and also enrolled my 
name in Brother Putnam’s great book, 


which I should consider & far greater 


honor than to hav it enrolled in the lamb’s 
book of life. 


But if I cannot get what is 
coming to me, I cannot pay what I owe 


you, and then those fellows down town 


will suffer, as creditors do here, and so we 
all become rascals together. However, 


you can set this $1.50 to my credit on sub- 


scription to the glorious old TRUTH 
SEEKER, and if I do not send the remain- 
der when the time is out, stop my paper 
and I will go without if it kills me; I would 
rather die than sponge my reading off the 
struggling Liberal Editors of to-day. The 
Liberal cause out here has a gloomy out- 
look; three churches organized in our 
little town, and the people nearly destitute, 
and now we hav got a God house stuck up 
in our midst. 
position, when the lambs come bleating 
around me to get my opinion, for I am out 
of patience with their tomfoolery. We 


hav had one after another of their differ- 


ent kinds of fingerboards in here this win- 
ter holding protracted meetings in our 
school-house snd disturbing our school, 
drawing the children’s attextion from 
their studies. 
not without cause either, if we had a dance 
every night in the week to prepare the 


‘children’s minds for study next day! 


They cannot hurt me through my own 
children, for they can no more affect 
them than they could wet a duck by 
pouring water on its back, but I feel so 
grieved to see the bright young minds 
filled with such silly rot instead of common 
sense, and I think we hav the brightest lot 
of children here of all the places in which 
I hay lived, Ithink they hav taken all 


I call it the Lone Rock Im- 


How they would kick, and | 


the sense their parents ever had and left 
them destitute. I do hope that the time ig 
not far distant when the sun of science 
and not the sof of righteousness will 
shed its effulgent rays over this benighted 
preacher-ridden community. : : 
Well, before I close, I must send a good- 
speed to all the dear TRUTH SEEKER fam- 
ily; I hav been so enlightened, amused, 
comforted, and cheered by their letters” 
that I feel that they are indeed friends, 
It makes no differencé if Ido not always 
agree with all. I hope they will take me 
as one of the Truru SEEKER family and 
cover my many faults with a mantle of 
charity. A. M. Crawrorp. 


Behold, How These Fakirs Do Lie! 
Grand Rarrps, Mron., Feb. 1, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: While not a subscriber to. 
that grand old paper, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
direct, I hav taken it almost continuously 
two or three years, and am very much in 
love with it. Iordered two copies at a 
news-stand in this city, and left one for 
sale, paying the dealer for itif not sold. In 
this way Toe Truta Seexer has gained 
another subscriber, as that extra number 
is now sold regularly. | 

I had the pleasure of knowing Mr. 
Heston and his wife when they lived at 
Fort Wayne, Ind., and a nobler man than 
he is I hav. no desire to meet. When I 
learned of his financial distress, and read 
his appeal for aid it grieved me much, be- 
eause of my inability to respond at that 
time. If he is still in need of assistance to 
tide him over, let me know. Kindly giv 
my best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Heston,. 
with the hope that the climatic influences 
of San Diego. are proving beneficial to 
Mrs. Heston’s health. 

We are to hav a rare treat February 21st, 
at Powers’s Opera House—a lecture by 
by that greatest of all orators, Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. 

Tse TroutH SEEKER, I suppose, as the . 
name implies, is a seeker after truth wher- 
ever it may be found; but I hav been 
under the impression that its special aim 
was to fight superstition in every form. 
Next to religion, political discussions en- 
gender more ill-feeling than anything else, 
and it seems poor policy to me to fill Tax 
TaurH SzEkER's columns with such fruit- 
less, discord-producing matter. here 
are numberless books, pamphlets, and pa- . 
pers, giving both sides of the question, to 
be had at little expense by anyone desirous 
of studying political economy. 

In a recent number of Tut TRUTH 
SEEKER was 8 letter which suggested some 
questions to me. [Itis this: If the mind 
and '*soul" are the same, how much of a 


soul has an infant one hour old? If the 


mind and the creativ power are interde- 
pendent, what could such an infant 
** create?” l 

Is not the brain matter; is not the mind 
dependent on the brain, and do they not 
both grow with the body? If their ex- 
istence commences with the body, is it 
not foolish to claim that either exists after 
the body? 

I inclose a telegraph clipping from the 
Inter-Ocean of January 22d concerning 
the death of a certain Pasco Hodges, of 
Wilmington, N. C. Believing it to be a 
‘* fake,” I wrote to the postmaster of Wil- 
miugton, asking for information. The in- 
closed letter and clipping from the Wil- 
mington Messenger of January 21st is his 
reply. How is one to refute such things? 

F. G. Barr. 

This is the dispatch printed in the Inter- 
Ocean, and following it is the letter from 
the postmaster at Wilmington: 

Ramires, N. C., Jan. 22, 1894.— Many 
persons in Wilmington believed Pasco 
Hodges died and eame to life again for 
the purpose of teling his friends that 
heaven and hell were realities. Before 
falling ill he was an Atheist, as were many 
of his friends. They did not believe 
there was a God, a heaven, or a hell, His 
views changed, however, on his death- 
bed, and on Friday he was baptized by 
Father Cahill, of the Catholic church, 
and ordered his Atheistic books to be 
burned. On Saturday he became uncon- 
scious, and the physicians fearing that the 
end had come, requested his wife to leave 
the room. Soon afterwards he sat up in 
bed, called his wife, and, taking her in his 
arms, ssid he had died but she had brought 
him to life by her distress. Then to the 
startled group of Atheistic friends who 
had by this time collected around him, he 
said expressivly (sic); 
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‘There is a hell; there is a heaven; I 
hav seen both.” 

Then he described both, and saying that 
Jesus was waiting for him and he must go, 
bade his wife farewell, placed his hands in 
the attitude of prayer, became unconscious, 
and remained so until the ends Those 
around who had professed unbelief trem- 
bled and wept bitterly. 


WinwiNGTON, N. C., Jan. 27, 1894. - 
Mr. F. G. Barnn—J2Dear Sir: Replying 
to your favor of the 24th inst. I beg to 
say that Pasco Hodges was a genuin resi- 
dent of this city, and there hav been nu- 
merous wild stories afioat as to the death- 
bed scene. ; 
I mail to go copy of a Wilmington 
paper of last Sunday, giving a detailed ac- 
count of his death, and beg to say that I 
do not know anything of the particulars 
from 8 personal knowledge. 
I return you the clipping. 
: Yours truly, J. S. MORTON. 
[This tale has all the familiar features of 
the ordinary priestly lie about the deaths 
of Infidels. The picture of Atheistic re- 
pentance and remorse is painted in lurid 
_ colors, but it will frighten no one who has 
sense enough. to be worth standing-room 
on this earth. Note the bathos of the 
closing sentence: ‘‘ Those who had pro- 
fessed unbelief trembled and wept bit- 
terly"! What ‘‘Atheistic books” did the 
“dying Atheist" order burned? Can 
“Father” Cahill tell? What. liars thes 
medicin men are !—Ep. T. $.] © : 


Dangerous Wisdom. 


BrixsaBAWwTON, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: From the columna of our 
newspapers, the majority of which pander 
to the tastes of orthodox Christians by 
publishing church notices and a class of 
Sunday-school short stories and rhymes, 
it is very noticeable that the publishers do 
not exercise as keen & censorship over the 
matter which, in the shape of a record of 
current events, gets into their grist of 
news items as would be of most benefit to 
the churches in sustaining a reputation for 
. morality or many other godlike qualities. 
A late copy of the Utica Saturday Globe, 
which only a few.months ago published a 
lengthy lie about Thomas Paine (which 
was referred to by a correspondent of Tun 
TRUTH SEEKER), contained a statement 
made by a Japanese priest at the theolog- 
ical congress in Chicago wherein he said 
that the antagonism of the people of his 
country to Christian missionaries was 
forced by the missionaries themselvs stir- 
ring up dissensions among the people and 
inciting to rebellion and violence. The 
Japanese were compelled in self-defense 
and to protect their lives, homes, and 
families to oppose the missionaries. 
Another weekly literary sheet, published 
at Scranton, Pa., which always reproduces 
‘one of Talmage’s sermons, along with a 
hodge-podge of goody-goody stories, last 
week contained the following paragraph: 
There is a firm in Ohio which, according 
to its own statement, has furnished for a 
number of years past sermons, lectures, 
and literary productions to many ministers 
throughout the United States. For stock 
sermons the terms are $1.50; for a sermon 
on topic assigned, $3. Lectures are from 
$5 to $50, according to style, length, eto., 


and the firm pledges itself not to duplicate |. 


any production within a radius of two 
hundred miles. 

The Binghamton, N. Y., daily Repub- 
lican is a stanch defender and friend of 
orthodox ecclesiasticism. I hav many 
times noticed its editorial leanings toward 
the established order of things. Its Satur- 
day edition advertises all the churches and 
meetings, and tells who preached or is to 
preach. I was astonished, one day re- 
cently, to find the following among its 
telegraph items: . 

Provipence, R. I,—The preliminary 
trial of Rev. Frank H, Sheffield, of West- 
erly, who murdered his five-year-old 
daughter, Margaret, at Rocky Point last 
Monday was held in Apponaug. When 
the bloody garments and little shoes 
stained with blood were exhibited, Shef- 
field looked at them for a moment, a flush. 
spread over his face, he dropped his eyes, 
and then allowed his head to sink upon his 
breast. There was no defense offered. 
Sheffield was adjudged probably guilty 
and bound over to await the action of the 
grand jury. Just before being removed 
from the court-room Sheffield had a severe 
paroxysm and had to be forcibly removed. 


News of this kind getting into the col- 
umns of a press notably under control of 
the church is very convincing because it is. 


not to be supposed that such news is sought 
after with any very particular avidity. 

From the columns of another sheet, 
which several months ago declined to pub- 
lish an article I sent it, that simply 
referred to church persecution of anti- 
Christians during the Middle Ages, I hav 
just clipped the following: 

Gypsies hav no religion and some of 
them bay such an aversion to churches 
that they never pass by one without & 
muttered curse. In European countries 
they never suffer themselvs to be buried 
in a churchyard, but whenever allowed, 
they bury their dead in out-of-the-way 
places, This antipathy to churches and 
religious forms is supposed by some per- 
sons to hav originated from their persecu- 
tion in the Middle Ages, but, whatever its 
origin, it is a fixed fact. 

This little item, published in the manner 
it is, carries more weight against the 
church than any half dozen articles I could 
hav written. I repeat now what I hav 
often said before—that the church, espe- 
cially the Protestant church, is committing 
gradual suieide by the expression of any 
liberal idea, by allowing the press to pub- 
lish the news as it comes, and by permit- 
ting the free, non-sectarian education of 
our children. J. B. Swert. 


Barns aad Paine. 

A TRIBUTE TO TWO HATERS OF SHAMS. 

By John Prescott Guild, before the Spir- 
itualist Society, Lowell, Mass, Sun- 
day, Jan. 28, E.m. 294. 

The world, the devil, and Tom Paine 

Hav tried to crush us all in vain;—sing. 

The reason of their failure is— : 

The Lord protects the Methodists. —sing. 

Thus used to ‘‘line” and sing the de- 
vout disciples of Charles Wesley, who, 
when the unsurpliced Thomas Paine was 
inspiring Americans with the spirit of 
liberty, was himself preaching the Tory 
gospel of obedience to the british king 
and Parliament. 

The Methodists to-day boast their 
strength, to which they hav grown under 
a free government founded by the ma. 
ligned Thomas Paine and his reason- 
guided cohorts, who **swore on the altar 
of their God eternal enmity to everything 
that can enslave the mind of man”—as 
voiced by Jeffersou, another ‘‘ doubting 
Thomas," who would **not believe every 
spirit talking through a white cravat.” 

Truth courts verification, but faith's 
faithless ministry remand investigators to 
the courtof inquisition for the punishment 
of heresy, and after burning the life out 
of their bodies consign their souls to cease- 
less tortures in endless hell. 

While **the unspeakable Turk" to-day 
stands guard over the alleged sepulcher of 
the so-called prince of peace to keep his 
discordant Christian worshipers from kill- 
ing each other, yet in America, and 
wherever the principles of Thomas Paine 
hav taken root and borne fruit, the Meth- 
odist and Presbyterian, Romanist and Ar- 
menian, are accorded equal right and jostle 
each other in street and public hall with 
the security of common citizenship and 
the feeling of common destiny by kinship 
from Mother Nature. 

Still there are those who are glad to 
come to these fair shores and enjoy the 
blessings of a land uncursed by a crown 
and unfettered by a crosier, and with their 
foreign brogue on their tongue, and the 
mark of & master on their forehead, deny 
the beauty of the character that instituted 
their: franchise according to the natural 
“rights of man," which none but him 
ever defined so well. 

One of the announcements in this morn- 
iug's papers was to the effect that Rev. 
Robert Court, D,D., pastor of the First 
Presbyterian church, would preach on the 
subject of ‘Sundry Times "—*' God, who 
at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake unto our fathers by the prophets,” 
being of course intended, and which was 
taken as the text. 

The reading of this notice led your 
speaker to the solemn court of the Cov- 
enanters, and suggested the following 
friendly note, which was sent up to the 
pulpit, the sanctum sanctorum of parch- 
mented godliness: 

Lowen, Mass., Jan. 28, '94. 

Roz'r Court, D.D., Rev. Sir: 'To-day 
the friends of Thomas Paine celebrate his 
anniversary. As you hav long annuall 
and justly praised Robert Burns for. his 
devotion to the people's liberty, will you 


not now say & kindly word for the Scottish 
bard’s often-traduced English compeer, 
the first and foremost advocate of Ameri- 
can independence and republican equality 
—the ‘‘author-hero” of the Revolution? 
He was one of those ‘‘sons of the morn- 
ing,” “at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners” sent to light the world to ‘‘uni- 
versal brotherhood,” and who, ‘* when he 
came to his own, his own received him 
not.” Though the ranter and the ro- 
manoer hav tried to blacken his fame by 
calling him **& brute and an Atheist," yet 

is own confession of faith, exemplified in 
his life, was: “T believe in one God and 
no more, and I hope for happiness be- 


yond this life.” ‘‘ The world is my coun- 
try; to do good, my religion.” 
Respectfully,. Joux P. Gur. 


This ‘‘ epistle of John" was intended to 


‘draw the gospeler’s fire, and it had the 


plotted effect. Indeed, it proved like a 
red blanket flung at a furious bull, 

To this polite request to remember his 
political savior the divine referred, without 
reading it to his sheep, while reviewing 
the XIXth psalm, saying in parenthesis 
that Paine in the very book he wrote 
against the Bible had praised Joseph Ad- 
dison's metrical paraphrase of it as the 
most beautiful thing in the English lan- 
guage. ‘‘It is true,” said Dr. Court, 
**that Paine helped on the Revolution by 
writing ‘Common Sense,’ a political pam- 
phlet, the ideas of liberty in which he-drew 
‘from the Bible, which he freely quoted, 
and then professed at least that he be- 
lieved.. He afterward wrote the ‘Age of 
Reason,’ as he named it, ridiculing the 
scriptures. He was engaged in this both 
in France, where he was concerned in the 
revolution then going on, and in the 
United States, where at last he died blas- 
pheming. Burns, with all his errors, never 
attacked the Bible; his assaults were aimed 
against ecclesiasticism. He called in a 
Presbyterian minister when on his death- 
bed and confessed all his sins, There is 
no comparison between the two men.” 

Of cotirse to confess your sins to a Pres- 
byterian minister liquidates all your 
crimes. The blood of Jesus then marks 
you as God’s child, and you sail to bliss 
on angels’ wings. Delightful morals, are 
they not? 

In the course of the sermon Dr. Court 
took occasion to say that the prophets were 
God’s mouthpieces, preaching righteous- 
ness, fearless alike of king, priest, and 
people; that such a man was John Knox, 
and if ever an old. prophet came back it 
was through him. He[Dr. Court] did not 
say that any one did, though certain ladies 
of Lowell claimed that Joseph Addison had 
spoken through them; the idea was too 
ridiculous to think of. He also made the 
charge (which he ought to be brought into 
court to prove, if he can) that ‘‘ the Uni- 
tarians stole the Huguenots’ Presbyterian 
church in Boston, and are enjoying it to- 
day through the nefarious transactions in 
the superior court of Massachusetts,” 

The foregoing is as nearly verbatim as T 
am able to recall it. To all which kindly 
remarks I will comment in the words of 
his own soriptures—'' Behold how these 
Christians love oneanother.” I don’t know 
why any ladies of Lowell should not be 
honored with a friendly visit by the shade 
of Dr. Addisén to-day as well as that a 
lady in Nazareth should hav been courted 
by the Boss Holy Ghost near two thousand 
years ago. 

Yes, Paine wasa prophet if ever there 
was one, and Isaiah may hav been his 
ministering spirit, for all we or Dr, Court 
knows. Certainly Mr. Paine was not fool 
enough ever to hav said as Dr. Court, 
jackdaw-like, repeated, that the Bible 
would cease to be read in teu years after 
the **Age of Reason” was published. 

That the Bible is read now more ex- 
tensivly than ever is due largely to the dis- 
position of the people, which he helped 
greatly to form, to not allow the clergy to 
do all their thinking. He believed in 
reading the Bible like all books, for him- 
self. The more it is studied by the popu- 
lace the less they are controlled by the 
dogma of the church in its interpretation 
and view of its authorship. Paine be- 
lieved more of the Bible, doubtless, and 
had a more personal God in his fancy, than 
do an important proportion of churchmen 
and clergy and theological tutors to-day. 
The heretic in gown to-day outranks the 
Infidel in coat a hundred years ago. Why 
not? Isaiah and Jesus were both executed 


as blasphemers, same as were Socrates and 
Bruno. 

Paine attacked ecclesiasticism and also 
showed up the inconsistencies of the He- 
brew-Christian scrap-book, claimed as ‘its 
authority or record of ordination. He 
denied the divine right of kings, assumed 
from the texts: **The king beareth not the 
sword in vain;" ‘‘Submit yourselvs unto 
the powers that be, for the powers that be 
are ordained of God." 

As J.J. Morse, the great London Spirit- 
ualist, has said in a Fourth of July oration 
on Thomas Paine: 

No wonder religious people feared him 
in the country across the ses. If his 
doctrins were true, he had undermined a 
state that sanctioned the divine right as 
associated with kings; torn the mask away 
from a. hereditary ruler, uprooted the 
fiction of an aristocracy that, like leeches, 
sucked the blood from the common labor- 
ers of the land. No wonder they de- 
nounced him, for his voice was as the voice 
of a god, kindling life and action in the 
hearts of men that, in the name of liberty, 
they‘might drive the evils that oppressed 
them from the world! ` 

That eternal vigilance is the price of lib- 
erty, is a proverb emphasized by every 
step on a bibled pulpit stair up which a 
shameless cheek mounts to discount rea- 
son and defame the honest, self-sacrificing 
thinker for the sake of paltry salary, or 
under the vain pretense of saving souls by 
a change of heart, when what is most 
needed in both pulpit and pew is a change - 
of brains. ; 

The trouble with the preachers of re- 
vealed religion, as they call it, is, having 
no rational principle of their own, not hav- 
ing been born with any natural religion of 
doing good, as they confess, **conceived in ` 
sin and brought forth in iniquity," they 
cannot understand nativ virtue in any- 
body else, for rational things are ration- 
ally discerned, and therefore they attribute 
total depravity to everybody else and call 
for them to be born again in order to get 
into heaven, and picture hell and the devil 
asthe things that are to be avoided, in- 
stead of holding forth to moral sight the 
worthiness of right and the glory of true 
self-respect. 

In this respect Robert Burns preached 
a better sermon than any pulpiteer ever 
propounded, when he sang: 

The fear o’ hell’s a hangman’s wip, 

To keep the rogues in order; 
But when I feel my conscience grip, 
E’en let that be my border. 

They may call Paine a blasphemer, be- 
cause he cursed hypocrisy and lies. They 
may call him an Infidel, because he repu- 
diated sham and showed himself a man. 
Such ‘‘blasphemy ” is his beatitude and 
such ‘‘Infidelity " is his indelible fealty. 

As E. A. Stevens, the able Chicago Sec- 
ularist, wrote some time ago in Tar Trora 
SEEKER, closing an account of a brilliant 
lecture by ex orthodox minister Samuel 
P. Putnam on ‘‘ The Glory of Infidelity:” 

“The Glory of Infidelity” makes us proud 
to bear that term of reproach; it makes life 
eminently elastic, and proves that heretics 
increase the world’s wealth of knowledge; 
it givs us clearer, wider, deeper stretch of 
mental vision, and thus confronts us as 
Secularists with the importance of our 
present duty, besides picturing the sub- 
stantial realization of a Secular paradise, 
where peace, wisdom, and justice ma find 
a resting-place, and bigotry, hatred, and 
superstition be forever banished. 

Let me conclude with this sentiment for 
Thomas Paine on his anniversary Sunday: 
If Thomas Paine, the lover of liberty for 
all, for you and me, for white aud black, 
the advocate of reason in face of intel- 
lectual treason, has been damned therefor 
by his angry maker and sent forever to 
dwell in flaming hell, while every gallows 
bird is jerked to Jesus and borne on angel 
wings to realms of glory, because with a 
noose round his neck he has confessed his 
cusseduess and been sopped with the 

**blood of the lamb” alias **holy-water," 
then I want to be excused from that igno- 
rant and rufian crowd and seek my com- 
pany in the other direction. 


The Best Offer Yet of Seeds 


is that made on page 112 of this issue. of 
our paver, by the great Seed House of 
Peter Heuderson & Co., of New York, who 
will seud Sixteen Varieties of Sweet Peas 
(including the famous Emily Heuderson), 
together with their Illustrated Catalog, at 
about half the regular prices. This offer 
is well worth reading and accepting. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 


tions for thts Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations |, 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


Washington’s Birthday. 


Though no one knows when he was born, 
Nought of the year nor month nor morn, 
Children are taught to praise the name 
Of Jesus, and to sing his fame. 


Of Washington we know the day 

He came on earth his part to play; 
No fraud was used about his birth, 
No myth to fright the folks of earth. 


Yes, Jesus through his mystic life 

Wrought deadly hate and world-wide strife: 
War and torture, all in his name, 

Hav been practiced for priestly gain. 


But Washington was in the van 

Of those who claimed the rights of man, 
And with them gained a victory 

O’er kingly foes from o’er the sea. 


And he was friend of Thomas Paine— 
That son of man whom priests defame; 
That man who givs all priests offense 


In “Age of Reason ” and ** Common Sense.” 


He risked his life ’gainst deadly foe, 
To help his fellows here below; 

And all his deeds were works of love, 
Without commission from gods above. 


Oh! go not back two thousand years, 
And worship him of fraud and fears! 
But if to man praise must be done, 
Then giv that praise to Washington. 
L. G. R. 
[But Washington's treatment of Thomas 
: Paino was anything but kindly. See Con- 
way's '' Life of Paine,”—Ep. C. C.] 
eee 
Wit, Humor, Patriotism, and Independ- 
ence. 


The old year has passed into the realms 
of memory and oblivion. The new one is 
upon us, and day by day into Time’s 
“wallet of forgetfulness” we throw in- 
cidents of minor worth, while memory 
stores away the more important ones for 
future reflection. The old year went out 
smilingly and the new one came in fully as 
gorgeous, fully as beautiful. I wish ye 
snowbound Northerners could enjoy some 
of our beautiful Colorado days. Our 
autumns are lovely, our winters usually 
mild. Six days of the new year hav 
slipped into the past; the seventh is going. 
T suppose the Lord knows by this time 
just what he is expected to do during the 
ensuing year. Ministers all over the land 
assume the right to prepare for him annual 
programs, and lest he should be remiss 
they afterward prepare weekly ones. The 
fulfillment of these programs are always 
insisted upon by a formal ‘‘Do Lord," 
coming from away back in the ‘‘amen 
corner.” He is always given timely notice 
of his official duties. As you say, Miss 
Wixon, as Christmas came on Monday, 
‘We shall see what we shall see,” 

This is that ill-used and much-sbused 
day, Sunday—that day over which there 
has been so much controversy. At the 
Lord’s feast the prayers hav been duly 
warmed over and served in the most ap- 
proved manner, the guests partaking with 
closed eyes, ready to swallow anything 
that is offered them. It has been some 
time since the people of Canon hav been 
favored with an open-eyed, broad daylight 
feast of reason and common sense. Some- 
thing over a year ago Prof. W. S. Bell 
stopped off on his way across the continent 
and delivered an exceedingly interesting 
Jecture. He is a Freethinker and his 
remarks were well spiced with a genial 
flow of wit. It has been just a year since 
Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel gave usa call. She 
delivered two lectures in which she illus- 
trated Liberalism in 8 very comprehensiv 
and convincing manner. 

A few incidents hav come within my 
notice which may afford a little diversion 
to the readers of the Corner. On one 
occasion, when visiting a schoolmate, as 
we were all seated at table, the father, 
as was his custom, ''asked the bless- 
ing." There was a little five-year-old 
in the family whom .I noticed growing 
quite restless during the ceremony. He 
had evidently been taught to sit quietly, 
but his. hands were going as though 
afflicted with something akin to St. Vitus’s 
dance. The little fellow’s eagerness burst 


forth in chorus with his father’s closing 
words, ‘For Christ's sake,” by saying, 
** For Christ's sake, giv me a piece of pie." 
I had been thoroughly amused at him all 
through, but at this my amusement was 
almost unbearable. The joke was too 
rich. Piety gave way and I was relieved 
by an audible titter all around. I never 
heard whether the Lord enjoyed the joke 
or not. 

One morning a small boy was walking 
briskly along when he chanced to meets 
woman in the service of the Salvation 
Army, who said to him: ‘‘My boy, 
wouldn't you like to work for Christ?” 
Not having time to converse with her, he 
quickly replied: ** No, madam; I am going 
to work for Mr. Sell to-day,” then hurried 
on. Of the two he was business. 

A Sunday-school boy of our neighbor- 
hood, about nine years of age, felt some- 
what doubtful of what his teacher had told 
him regarding the efficacy of prayer. Ac- 
cordingly, he consulted his mother to 
know if he had been properly taught. She 
replied that she supposed he had. With 
this he fell to his knees in earnest prayer. 
It being Christmas eve, she thought him 
praying that Santa Claus might look upon 
him with favor. He arose early the next 
morning and ran toa neighbor’s house, 
where lived two playmates who were al. 
most blind. Quickly returning, he ex- 
claimed: ‘‘ Mother, prayer isn’t true at all. 
The little Cooley boys can't see any better 
than before." The little boy, instead of 
the big God, had the big heart, 

Once while working in the garden I came 
across, to me, a curious worm. A few 


steps away was a very religious young. 


man, who I knew professed quite a 
knowledge of natural science. Calling his 
attention, Isaid: ** What do you call this?” 
“Iwill tell you," said he. ‘* That is a 
tobacco worm.” He then struck an atti- 
tude of eloquence, not unlike that of the 
great Grecian orator, and in a most sancti- 
monious tone, making every word stronger 
with an upward motion of his head, he 
continued: ‘‘If there is as great a differ- 
ence in the present life and the life to 
come as there is in the tobacco worm and 
the beautiful moth which develops from 
it, it will be superb indeed.” Overcome 
by amusement, for a moment my face was 
buried in my sunbonnet. On looking up, 
I found that he retained a reverential atti- 
tude, and was looking as surprised as 
though he had expected me to uplift my 
eyes in solemn prayer—knowing I was an 
unbeliever—lest I might escape the possi- 
bility of such a boon. 

The anniversary of the birth of the 
great Thomas Paine is close at hand. 
Doubtless before this reaches the Corner 
readers it will hav been celebrated. I 
trust he will be as ably defended 
this year as he has been for several years 
past. I will here relate a little incident 
which occurred while studying English 
and American literature 8t school . My 
classmates were of the pious order, One 
morning among other authors in our les- 
son was the name of Thomas Paine. As 
an unusual circumstance the principal gave 
us Our own selection of the subjects of the 
lesson, each taking one of thd authors and 
writing from memory on the blackboard. 
The text-book itself had, as usual, slighted 
the suthor of ‘‘ The world is my country, 
and to do Good, my religion,” and I 
knew my classmates would do as much. 
Remembering one of Watson Heston’s il- 
lustrations, where Thomas Paine was rep- 
resented as clearing a forest of its rubbish 
and worthless trees, I selected him as my 
subject, and wrote: ''"Thomas Paine was 


a defender of human rights. He was 


born and lived for many years of his 
useful life in England, telling her where 
she stood politically. He, having labored 
for England, came to America. By writ- 
ing ‘The Rights of Man,’ ‘Common 
Sense,’ ‘The Crisis,’ and the ‘Age of 
Reason,’ he led the colonists into the right 
channel. His was in fact the intellect 
which roused the American people to in- 
dependence. In the sluggishness of the 
political forest he uprooted the under- 
growth of hypocritical weeds and left the 
trees of. worth growing in a free and un- 
polluted soil beneath a clear sky, in an 
atmosphere of joy and freedom. ` ‘Always 
defend the defender of mankind.’” The 
effect was what could hav been expected 
on Sunday-school scholars. As I repaired 


to my seat I noticed a smile and a wink 
being passed around the class. I then 
read what T had written. The teacher 
looked somewhat astonished, but said 
nothing. As yet I hav heard of but one 
text-book which pays a fair compliment to 
the memory of Thomas Paine. That one 
is Montgomery’s ‘‘ United States History,” 
which says that even Washingson néver 
dreamed of a separation between the 
colonies and Great Britain until after the 
publication in. Philadelphia of a little 
pamphlet called ‘‘Common Sense.” Iam 
told that the author also compliments 
him highly as & writer. 

It is thus in Liberal minds livs the mem- 
ory of the noble and just. We may look 
through the category of the ages and we 


will find none more original in character | 


than Thomas Paine. Never did a grander 
type of humanity figure on the possibilities 
of a race. He realized every phase of life. 
All along down the stream of Time, his 
persecutors all forgotten, will be remem- 
bered the name and deeds of Thomas 
Paine. ORELLA Locks. 

Canon City, Col , January, 1894. 

[Our Liberal lecturers ought not to pass 
Canon. City without making a stop. We 
would like to hear often from our gifted 
friend, Orella.—E. C. O.] 


——————— M Ó— ———————— 


Correspondence. 


Cromwett, IA., Jan. 18, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter. Iam nine years old. I goto school. 
My teacher’s name is Miss Edith Alvord, 
an unmarried lady. and her hair is gray. 
I hav one sister and one brother. Papa 
takes Tug Trura SEEKER. W. S. Bell 
came to visit us, and we had a good time. 
We played high five and ran arace, but Mr. 
Bell could not catch me. We would be 
pleased to see him again. There are but 
few Liberals here, and we havn’t had a 
Liberal lecture this winter. There has 
not been snow enough to run my coaster. 
I hav not had much fun this winter. It is 
just go to school all the time. We liv one 
one mile from Cromwell and the C. B. 
& Q. R. R, This is a nice blue grass 
country; stock could stay out all winter if 
there was no snow. Good improved farms 
are $50 an acre. 

I would like to correspond with some 
Liberal about my age. Epyna E. GEER. 


[No one can fault with that letter.— 
Ex. C. O.] 


Arcnison, KAN., Jan. 1, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: To-day is the begin- 
ning of another year and my wish is that 
Freethought will triumph as grandly as it 
did in the year we hav just bidden farewell 
to. I believe Freethought gained a vic- 
tory last year that the church cannot over- 
come. It fought for the greatest of all 
world’s fairs to be thrown open on Sun- 
davs, and it won the fight grandly and 
nobly. She held a convention in Chicago 
in which men from all over America and 
Europe assailed religion for a week, utter- 
ing living truths. Not a quarrel was 
heard. The Christians held a Parliament 
of Religions at Chicago which conbisted of 
boisterous quarreling, in which the 
*great" Joe Cook was a conspicuous 
figure. The two great meetings proved to 
the world that Freethought can hold a 
meeting without fighting, while Christian- 
ity cannot. : 

The men who should be praised for the 
good work done in the past year are 
Colonel Ingersoll the Demosthenes of 
America; S. P. Putnam, the poet-lecturer. 
and hero of ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethonght;' Charles Watts, Saladin, 
and G. W. Foote, the champions of our 
cause in England; John R. Charlesworth, 
the young and brilliant orator of the 
West; E. M. Macdonald, editor of the 
grandest paper beneath the shining sun; 
L. K. Washburn, editor of the oldest 
Freethought paper in the world; Robert 
C. Adams, Canada’s brave and fearless 
champion, and C. B. Waite, the noble 
president of the American Secular Ünion. 
The women who had the courage to de- 
fend what they knew to be right are Miss 
Wixon, the woman who has done all in 
her power to make the children happy; 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, the Seculgr Union's 
brilliant secretary; Helen H. Gardener, 
the Freethought novelist, and Voltairine 
de Cleyre, Freethought’s woman orator. 
With these brave men and women fighting 
for our cause Freethought made 1893 a 
glorious year; and if 1894 is as glorious we 
ean be thankful, not to almighty God, but 
to truth and humanity. 

Wishing you 8 happy New Year, I re- 
main, Your Liberal friend, , 

mi ' Cumas. B. REMSBURG. 


[Our friend Charles modestly refrains 
from mentioning the name of his honored 
father, John E. Remsburg, among the 
valiant workers for a better time to come. 
He is one of the most effectiv and brilliant 


orators in the ranks of Freethought, of 
whom we are all proud. Best of all, his 
bright, progressiv sons are being trained 
in the way they should go, and are already 
making their mark in the world, young as 
they are.—Ep. C. C.] 


WIFE WANTED 


.Who believes in no Christian creed; hence I ad- 


vertise. She must be a good cook and house. 
keeper; also 5 ft. fin, to 5 ft. 9 in. in hight, weigh 
140 to 163, and have blue eyes, light complexion, 
light or golden hair: age 25 to 80 | I am a poor 
man (mechanic). farmer's son, fairly educated, 
honest, industrious, steady, quiet, and unassum- 
ing, have no licentious or intemperate habits, be- 
long to no church or lodge, am fond of home, and 
want a wife who will help me earn one which we 
both can enjoy Maiden reader. if the above de- 
scribes you and you would likea plain. honest 
workingman, '1ke me, then don’t hesitate to 
write to me. References furnished and required. 
Correspondence strictly confidential. 

Address A, care Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 

J. FITZGERALD, lately editor of the Twentieth 
Century, and founder of the Humboldt Library 
of Science, has assumed the general agency of 
the Thermo- Ozone Battery, a strictly scientific 
device intended expressly for family use in treat- 
ing disease by transfusing into the blood Oxygen, 
Ozone. and Medicinal Agents by means of the 
galvanic current. The Battery has the approval 
of many noted electricians and physicians. 
J. FITZGERAL 0, 1:4 Fifth Ave., New York, will 


send you on request a descriptive pamphlet 17 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. 
By B. F, Underwood................ Price 6 cente 
The World's Parliament of Religions. ' 
By Tenney................ eese Price 10 cents- 
The Gods. i A 
By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents - 


Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 


1 By McCann............ cess eee eens Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. 
By Henry Frank................. Price 25 cents 


The Bruno Monument in Rome Price 12 cents. 


Church and State. 


By *‘Jefferson”?.........ceeeececees Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. : 
By Benwell................. eee Price 15 cents 
{ngersoll on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4 centa 

Dwight L. Moody. 

By Susan H. Wixon................ Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 

By an Old irarmer,............. ss. Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. es 

By Ingersoll................ eese Price 10 cents. 


Effacement of Christianity. 


By Holyoake......... sis erga s dedu Price 10 cents — i 


Life and Career of Bradlaugh. 

By Holyoake............. cece sees Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll’s Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents: 
Standing Up for Jesus. : : 


By H. L. Green.................... Price 4 cents 
Religion in the Republic. 

By M. A. Freeman.................. Price 6 cents ' 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney. «(oes esses poena Price 6 cents - 
Charles Darwin (lustrated). 

By Flower & Wakeman.......... . Price 15 cents 
Jehovah Interviewed. .. ................ Price 6 cents 
Cosmology against Theology. e 
» By Vindex. ...0.ce...sensseesssnees Price 15 cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thump- - 


ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 


ion and impede the progress of man. It shows œ.: 


that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Ohristianity is a bor 


rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not . 


in accord with Science, that the atonement 


scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is: 


not areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1. . 
. Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law regu- - 


lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence." Price. 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents., 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a ministers praying God to kill grasshop ers, 

erta. 


or trying to induce the Deity to un e a 

crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 

Price. 10 cents. : i 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 

Religions Problems. Price, 10 cents. ` 
Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. ` 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
_ Chnreh, Price, 5 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed, 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Príce.15 canta. Address this office. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, M i 
: oral d S 1 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasnre is the an ocia 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship.. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: : 

Boox L—PrEASURE: Chap. I.-Sources of Pleasure. Cnap. IL— i 
[UMEN DN NOCERE ED AT 

. - VI.— Genesis igi istinni 

Dox T- d HIM Ronone Cae I PRD RP fe, hon. “Matera Pte 
"Pleasures: i edge. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
l LPS pisi. Character. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL—Pedagogical Des: 
Boox I rene EYELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. II.—Material Pleasures: Prudence. 


"hab. V AL Pleasures: Refinement. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Foresight, 


Cue dU Leia Civilization. Chap. VI—Social Pleasures. Chap. VII — Vice 


Boox IV.—Socian DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L—"?rogress. C. » : ES 
Socialism: Respe -ivly an Actual, an Imminent, and a Proposed Violation oi Iecividuel 
fone Mond: ap. IIT —Gondition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Public Schools, the 
pene; rer E of Socialism. Chap. V.—Pro:;ince of Government. Ch . 


. Here are some ofthe verdicts on this remarkable 
men who &rein every way qualified as judges of books: 


A This E a spirited, esting sort of a book that 
out mu, ought whether the ice is thin or not. Itausw rs the greatest ti What th 

us ^, object, mot've, purpose, and summ: f li ir peor e 
us KI obje ct, mo Te, purpos id gum mum, bonum of life, and the real cau: 6 and motive of progress? 


He sharply attacks, also, modern methous of education, i i i 
borne out oy the fasis, an his arraignment is practically Daana A fnis he b E gu abundsnty 
eurions ang ener estive ono=New York Commercial Advertiser. . 

Ti is book knows how to write a book, and i iti : 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, noi an attempt Sesh hat heis s iting aho ut; 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can red this book and disagree with the leadin propositions, 


ap. VI.—Our 
production which have been rendered by 


skates right along over the deepest subject with- 


The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It is a work of common-sense Socialism. The. 


chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent t i p - 
sands E jpentelaces are Morar of being md as political marine eid hep in the jand. arnon 
: on nd t over 1 
ih bolg, hoaest sayings. — K: g asht nly or its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 
ere we have pallosophy up to date, the advance word i i s 
abstruse discoursė, but a common-sense essay in plain words rone progressive thinker: noj eret 
trated with such an abundance of anecdots and metaphor as add real entertainment to solid in- 
struction. This is an important book. striking at superstition and unreasonable tradition, and up- 
holding individual liberty in defiance of g -vernmental law and sosial custom. After reading this 
book one feels that the author will never be able to write another, for he has put ali his life and 
knowledge into this one. 5 Every page bristles with cinta; there is no padding or filling in. no mere 
i clean-cut apo à ine is di - 
Htorary em oeNishment: put ola inont ap, egms abound, and every line is dictated by nard-headed 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are' the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


"Pleasure and Progress” has 398 pages. is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel | 


lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 60 cents. 
Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayeste Pl., New York, N. Y. 


—THE— 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHUROH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OHNT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 
STATE. 


| 8 5 Full~Page 


Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS . CITATIONS OF 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


DESIGNS BY WATSON HESTON, 
WITH PORTRAIT OF 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 
hs Missionaries. 
> The Lord’s Instruments. 
* ‘Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
M vs Church and Blavery. 


16 represent Uncle Sam and te Priests. 

2 ve The Church Robbing the People. 
3 e" Thanksgiving. 

6 s Babbath Laws. 

14 4 ' Children and the Church. 

0 —. oman and the Church. 

= The Chureh and Thomas Paine. 
a Studies in Natural History. 

The Bible and Science. 

The Clergy and ‘heir Flocks. 
Piet7 in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 


iests and Politics. 

eland and the Church. . 

es Church's Idea of Civilization. 

The Uses of the Cross. 

xd Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
se Persecutions of the Church. 

p: Some Allegories. 


a 
e 
ban 9-4 CED He bet BD He 
Dore $2 tom pomor 
$ 


* „The Lord and His Works. M Heaven. 
b Prayer. ell. 
0 » The Creeds ae Miscellaneous. 
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z 


Christians and Mohammedans. i 


A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothin likeit has ever be- 
fore appeared ia this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pob- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the prico ıt world have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as s portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful s\-ccess. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Literal in 
America will desire a coy v of this most w.ndertul volume.—[Freethinkers Magazine. 


-> Mr. Heston deserves ' o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism „He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done fai'hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of his volume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of readin 
matter that secve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utt r 
falsity of the church's professions and the hypocrisy of those who up old them. Altogether tlie 
book is one of tne best weapons against Christianity and the church thas has ever been put -n the 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Thomas Paine’s Works. 


eR me Sata 


A mna e 


Age of Reason. Pap., 950.: 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. n 

Age of Reason and Examina- 

on of the Prophecies. 

Pap., 40c.; Gio., T50. 

Apostle of Political and Re- 
gious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E.Remsburg. Portrait. Pap. 
öte.: clo.: 7506. 3 ir 

Common Sense. Written in 


1776. 156. 

Crisis. Written During Àm. 
Revolution. Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

Great Works. Svo. 800 pp., 
ES 8: senher: $4; morocco, 
ilf edges, $4.50. 

Life of, By J. E. Remsburg. 
‘Port. Pap., 606. 

Life of. With Remarks op 
Oomie and. Rousseau. By O 
Blanchard. Pap., 40c.; clo., witb 
orirai*, 60e. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Duserva tone, By G. Vale. Por 
rai gi 

Lithograph of, Heavy plate 
paper, 2x28, $1. 

Political and Religions Re- 
former. By B. F. Under 


wood. | 
Political 


Yorks 3 ‘Common 
sis,” “Rights of 


kation. Pap.. 400.: clo., tbc. 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 106, 
Theological Works: “Age of 
Reason,’ " xamination of Proph- 
ecien,” eic., with: Lite of Paine 
_ ond steel port. 81.50. 
Vindication ot, Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By M. A. Ingersoll. 100, 


address The Truth eeker Company. 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 
BEING A 
Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 
CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 
WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


[Heathen Lilustration of the Temptation.) 


The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda alter creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them “to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law ;. to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in the’r actions.” But an evil demon came to them in 
the form of a Serpent, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 
immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. ^ Consc- 
quently they feli, and forfeited the eterna] happiness for 
which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. 

BiBLE MvrHs shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 
story. 

1 Vol 8v0., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.60 


Sent post-paid by the TruTH SEEKER. 


; HELLOL0 9 nra TELEPHONE 


i 
The Monopoly is ‘‘bu sted” and you can have one for, 
w aaa We 
The patent has expired and the | ONLY ^ ELECTRIC TELEPHONE that for. 
— merly cust £40 to 2240 A year ren tul, wo now furnigh for a fow dol- 
> JarsOUTRIGHT, Twoof ournew 00 combined RECEIVERS &'fItANSSIITTERS 
complete and ready for practical (and eternal) use, without any further 
expense for batterics, ctc., with 200 feet = id ‘ull instructions for adjust-f, 
ment willbe sentby express to anyone = fl for only $5.00 Extra wire, 10c, per 100 
fect. GUARANTEED to work perfecti: at any distance under 25 miles. Ro- 
member, this ls no aroustle n ffair, but ELECTRIC and oxactly the samein construction and opera. V. 
iion as on all the telephones you have scen belonging to the Boll Telephone Co. Made of ard 
Rubber, containing Permanent Compound Magnet and over 200 fect Magnot Wire; nickel plated 
Binding Posts, Screws and Fixtures. “emember the outfit is COMPLETE, not a single machine, 
but a PAIR and ready for instant use. Get It quick and connect your honse to place orphelines s 
barn, post office, store, nelybbor, or anywhere! Imagine the steps. delays, mistaken, ete., it wil 
save, SATISFACTION QUARA TEEU, We referto the publishers of this paper. Bent C. Q. D by express if $1.00 ig sent 
withorder. Re He INGERSOLL & BRO., MANUFACTURERS, 65 CORTLANDT ST.. N. Y, 
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Parsons. 


Not for 


. NEPHEW Tom: Look here, Uncle Hiram, 
if you must swear in New York societv, 
why, swear like a gentleman. Say ‘‘B 
Jove." Uncle Hiram: What me! Me, & 
descendant of old Hallelujah C ffin and 
Anathema Joye, swear by an immoral god 
like him!— Life. 

AN English Methodist paper says a well- 
meaning local preacher recently prayed 
that the Lord. would ‘‘annihilate the 
queen and all the royal family." When 
he learned afterward what ‘ annihilate” 
meant he- was greatly distressed. ‘‘I 
dearly loved the queen," he said. ‘‘and I 
thought she deserved the longest word I 
could get hold of."— Tribune. 


Lawyrs Brown is a Sunday-school 
teacher. He was endeavoring to incul- 
cate in his pupils’ minds the necessity of a 
firm belief in things spiritual, when one of 
the class, with open-eyed astonishment, 
exclaimed, ‘‘Why, Mr. Brown, T heard 
you tell a witness in court the other day 
that you didn’t care what he believed! All 
you cared about was what he knew!”— 
London Freethinker. 


“ Waar do you mean by faith?" was the 
question. ‘‘ Please, sir, when you believe 
anything you are quite certain is not true,” 
was the prompt answer an Indian boy gave 
me.' But the story on this subject I delight 
in most was that of the little boy who 
asked his mother what faith was, and re- 
ceived the not very judicious reply that 
faith was believing in something you could 
not see, but which was told you by a per- 
son whom you could trust. .''For in- 
stance,” she continued, ‘‘if I told you 
there was achair in that corner, you would 
hav to believe it, though you could not see 
it" ‘Yes, mother, but should I be bound 
to sitin it?” Spectator. 


E» 


IN Pittsburg, Phipp’s Conservatory, in 
Schenley Park, was opened on a recent 
Sunday, and four thousand people visited 
it. This nearly threw the Christian 
Statesman into hysterics, whereupon the 
American Sentinel comments: ‘‘ This is 
truly awful! What is the country coming 
to, when people even in Pittsburg will per- 
sist in visiting & conservatory on Sunday? 
Mind you, & conservatory! a wicked 
place, in which flowers actually grow and 
exhibit their gorgeous tints and exhale 
their sweet perfumes on Sunday! How 
long, American Sabbath Union, oh, how 
long? Cannot the papacy or somebody 
put a stop to such things ere the ‘ Ameri- 
can Sabbath’ be—smothered in a bank of 
winter roses—murdered in an evil resort 
wherein flowers are permitted to run op- 
position to the Sunday pulpit." 


I am reminded of a story which the late 
Cardinal Cullen used to tell. The cardinal 
was taking a walk by himself in the coun- 
try one Sunday afternoon, and seeing a 
boy on the roadside holding a goat by a 
rope he entered into conversation with 
him, The following was the dialog: The 
cardinal: Were you at mass to-day, my 
boy? The boy: No, your riverence, I 
wasn’t. The cardinal: Why not? The 
boy: Because I was howlding the goat. 
The cardinal: Were you at mass last Sun- 
day? The boy: No, I wasn’t, your river- 
ence. The cardinal: Tell me, do you 
ever go to mass at all? The boy: No, I 
don’t. Don’t I tell you I do be howlding 
the goat. The cardinal: But couldn’t you 
.sometimes get some one else to hold the 
goat for you? The boy: No, your river- 
ence, I couldn't. You don’t know that 
goat. The devil couldn’t howld that goat; 
you couldn’t howld that goat yourself.— 
Catholic Review. : 


IN a certain locality there lived some 
years ago, and may yet, a good old Meth- 
odist brother and a good old Presbyterian 
brother. They got along very well to- 
gether until they tried to trade horses or 
talk religion, and then the Methodist 
brother always lost his temper, and said 
things he was sorry for. On one occasion 
they had traded horses, and though the 
result still rankled in the breast of the 
Methodist, he was on terms with his neigh- 
bor, and they had met in a piece of 
meadow and started a discussion on pre. 
destination. It proceeded warmly until 
the Methodist brother lost contro] of him- 
self, and, with horse trades and John Cal- 
vin mixed up in his mind, he exclaimed: 
** Go "way from here; you're a thief anda 
liar and a Presbyterian." This was too 
much, and the next minute they were roll- 
over in the grass, clawing like a pair of 
cats, and pretty soon the Presbyterian was 
sitting astride of his foe bumping his head 
into the soft ground. ‘‘Take it back," he 
yelled; ‘‘take it back or"—bump--bump 

. —'*I'] knock your old head off.” ‘Stop 
and I will,” gasped the Methodist brother. 
The Presbyterian let him up — *''That is,” 
he continued, as he brushed himself and 
spit the dust out of his mouth. ‘‘I’ll take 
it back on the first two counts, but you're 
a dad blamed old Presbyterian anyhow,” 
and it was an entire week before they were 
friendly again.— Exchange. 


THUMBSCREW AND RACK, aitcoosa 


10 Cts 


$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition. 

THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack. the Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks, 
the Heretic Catcher. the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag), Tron Masks recommended 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the ‘Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date. the Execution Bell, etc. d 

* | used to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, how our fathers persecuted mankind Bat I 
never appreciated it. Iread it, butit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the infamies that have been committed in the name of religion until Isaw the iron argumenis thas 


Christians used." . ` 
Price, 10 Cents per Copy. - - 12 Copies for $1.00 
BUY A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCATTER THEM AMONG YOUR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 


Address THE 1RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION ; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 

With References to the most Plain and Striking Self-Contradictions of -the So-called Inspired 
Scriptures. Including Questions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 

Fourth Edition, Revised and-Enlarged.—-— Price, 25 Cents. 


‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabvea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work barning vith indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. . 


Also the following Essays and Poem: by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before been put in 
book formt Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; Tbe Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphis, in 1876). 

. The main essay in this work is ons of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this con. try. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in Taz TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 


reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. . 


Price % cents; Five copies for $1. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


Anattempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


Address 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations, 87 chapters, 1,067 pages, and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepaid bv us, only $2.75. 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of thi 
" Humboldt Library of Science,” the “ International Scientific Series," etc., by bringing together, in 
stmple and direct form, with proper correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. 


70 you wish to be well informed? THEN READ A OHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 


SOIENOE! 
It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to “ worth-ship” (worshi ture 
-t. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal other. 7 ne pns 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 2 Lafavette Place, New York. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
vll in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 

A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition,the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy, 25 cente. Five copies for $1. ^ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations sne- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cenis. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. : 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 


cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, aud a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, $ 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 

arks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. Bv the Editor of Toe TRUTH 
SEEKER, Paper, 15 cents. , 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States, 
By M. E. Billines. Paper, 25 cente. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W: S. 


Bell. Cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents 
Progress: An Attempt to 


Pleasure and 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
qua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment. and that the, Promotion of 
Pleasure is the paty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. Ry Albert M Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. , 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide tolts Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, 81; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 

By Helen. 


Cloth, 75 cents: cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. 

H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. . 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, !0 cents. 

The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. : 

Bible Inquirer. By 


Paper, 25 cents. 


Andrew J. acobsón. 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
roy doa binding, over one hundred por- 
raits, $5. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


Anctent Votces 
from the Spirtt 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
. elations. 

—0— 
g Proving Christianity 
to be of - 


Heathen Origin. 
[ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - - - $1.50. 
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The Freethinker's Badge-pin 


: AND i 
5 ; 2 THE TRUTH SEEKER 
; ONE YEAR, : 


Ea Will be sent for $4.50. The 
; 2.75 Pin and Tae TRUTH 


EEKER One year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Hither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 
THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 
- FOR— i 


3e71£89 2L. 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, 


CONTENTS: 
The True History of the Bible, Prot. Edwin 
Johnson; A Practical View of Life, Charles Watts; 
"The Decadence of the Old ‘theology, Mrs. E. 
Lynn Linton; Inspiration in Extremis, Samuel 
Laing; » he Gospel of Love, A Poem. Capt. W. B. 
McTaggart; Agu stic Types. R. Bithell, B.Sc., 
Ph.D.; On Spiritual Wickedness in High Piaces, 
Edward Clodd; A Pries: of Nature, a Poem, 
Hon C. Tuckerman; The Dream of Immor- 
tality, Frederick Millar; Is Immortality a Dream, 
W. Stewart Ross (-aladin); Practical Conse- 
quences of Agnosticism, F J. Gould: The Relig- 
ious Propensity, Furneaux Jordan, F.R.C.8. 

: Price, 35 Cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


_A Leaflet sho wing tht the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statemert that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found oharities is a falsehood. Itought tc 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. ice, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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Gems of [jm 


TuERZ is nothing better for training the 
memory than on one's: appointments,— 
Galveston News. 

Tue optimist is he who insists upon be- 
lieving that everybody is comfortable be- 
cause he is.—Puck. 


«No florid prose, 


nor huried lies of 


. rhyme, 
Can blazon evil deeds or consecrate a 
crime.” —Byron, 


We do not see any sense in thanking 
God for the potatoes the school-children 
hav contributed for the destitute, — Boston 
Investigator. : 


We do not believe in appealing to the 
uneducated. We disapprove of making 
people ‘‘Freethinkers” before they are 
thinkers at all, either bond or ‘‘free.”— 
Saladin. 


Ir is unfortunate for mankind, but 
fortunate perhaps for tyrants, that the 
poor and the wretched hav not the in- 
stinct or the pride of the elephant, who 
will not reproduce his species in servitude. 
—Chamfort and Vauvenargues. 


Tun clergy can now only prop creeds 
once believed essential to public order by 
invoking the laws for a moral system 
largely based on those creeds. All Sab- 
bath laws and blasphemy laws contain the 
old virus of theological persecution and 
ecclesiastical authority. Their worst effect 
is not palpable.—AMoncure D, Conway. 


Tr is only now that the world is growing 
so delicate and refined that it can see the 
beauty of a fact; that it is developing a 
taste so rare as to distinguish between the 
false and the true; that it can be moved 
by the gentle breeze as well as by the 
winter’s gale; that it can see a greater 
beauty in a statement true to life than in 
the inflated tales which children read.— 
Realism in Literature and Art. 


Tunre is a general tendency Romeward 
among Protestants. They took the first 
step in this direction when they united the 
church with the civil powers, and every re- 
ligious law made by the state is an addi- 
tional step in the same direction. By 
making Sunday laws Protestants render 
special homage to Rome, for they are thus 
elevating and enforcing an institution 
which rests solely on the authority of the 
Catholic church.—H, P, Hosler. 


Tr is one of the fundamental principles 
of our government that ‘‘all men are 
created equal.” It is not the prerogativ 
of any one to be lord over any other, to 
prescribe rules by which he must liv. 
They are equal in this, that all hav an 
equal right to think and act as suits their 
inctinations. But this right is limited by 
the fact that all are equal, which forbids 
each to do anything that would encroach 
upon the rights of his neighbor. For that 
which would interfere with the rights of 
others is not aright. Rights cannot con- 
flict. Rights run in parallel lines, never 
crossing, never clashing.—L. A. Smith. 


Ir does, indeed, seem at times as if a 
certain class of delusions were fixed and 
immovable in the human mind. Accepted 
from time immemorial as truisms, reason 
and experience alike, no matter how clear 
the teachings of the one may be or how 
bitter those of the other, produce no real 
impression. The thing is repeated over 
and over again in words slightly varied, 
but always when analyzed reducible to the 
same residuum.  Fixity and uniformity of 
belief are good in themselvs; and unlim- 
ited freedom of thought and discussion, 
no matter how decently exercised, hav a 
arar eroni tendency to unsettle! In otber 
words, faith is not generally felt that truth 
is only made stronger and clearer by dis- 
cussion, and that error only has to fear 
from it. The average historical writer, 
like the average man, instinctivly clings 
to his delusion —hence the cant with which 
so-called histories are replete.—Charies 
Francis Adams. 


Mosr of the literature and art the world 
has known has been untrue. The pictures 
of the past hav been painted from the dis- 
torted minds of visionists and the pliant 
brains of tools. They hav represented im- 
possible gods and unthinkable’ saints, 
angels and cherubs and demons—every- 
thing but men and women. Saints may 
be all right in their place, but a saint with 
a halo around his head was born of myth 
and not of art. Angels may be well 
enough, but all rational men prefer an 
angel with arms to an angel with wings. 
When these artists were not busy painting 
saints and Madonnas, they were spending 
their time painting kings and royal knaves, 
and the pictures of the rulers were as un- 
like the men and women whom they were 
said to represent as the servil spirit of the 
painter was unlike the true artist of to- 
day. Of course an artist would not paint 
the poor. They had no clothes that would 
adorn a work of art, and no money nor 
favors that could pay him for his toil. An 
ancient artist could no more aftord to serve 
the poor than a modern lawyer to defend. 
the weak.—C. S. Darrow. 


Old Testament Stories un 
Comically Illustrated. 


IT WILL 


MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


a 
Sustaining a Theory, 
` Some Giants, 
The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, . . 
Isaac and His “ Sister,” 
One of Twins, : 


By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon.. 


THAN « «. 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 


PARSON. 
Full~Page 
400 Pages, 200 Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifiws. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not kxcel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor, 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; ‘cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OC. 


16-page Illustrated Book 

giving dates and prices 

paid for. Send: wostamp3 
National Coin Co., 

6m1 Clerk 17, 832 Exchange Bullding, Boston, Mass, 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.— $8. 
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from Tradition to Rea- 
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My Religious Experience. Samuel P. * 
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The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
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Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
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Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon e. 50 
Pocket Theology. Yoltaire............ UN 25 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 


[^o TREE 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
Walt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 


Proctor; ressons ruens tesos ana Co gus s ed rne 15 

Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. d 
BEU. crecer sp iee s eO nee sel ee So Un MUSS e 

The Holy Bible Abridged...................... 80 
aims of the Church. John E. 
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- Issues oF 1893.— $3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. 
Q. Ingersoll 
The Creation 
. mann.........e ENO Ves a ads : 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
M. E. Billings 
Resurrection of ee 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligiona Lie. §. P. Putnam..... re . 
ument Fallacies. By Editor of 
BUTH SEEKERB............... ee. 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Bemsburg.... .............-- 
Pen Pictures of The 
trated. S. P. Putnam....... 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.. —— 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 
Pleseure gnd Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
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During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | E 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one, year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 7 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
; 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 
Bx LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 


Price, $250. Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
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QLDCOINS THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings, Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicara 
of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as & novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti. 
Catholic book poblished has, created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Oatholica 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 

etter than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
n a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked," from the * Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest agains and an sppeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 

of privacy, 80 powerful for evil in licentions 

hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuons openness of yont. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech, an 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
regult in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper. 1€ cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 


Respecting New Hail Convent, Bore- 


ham, Essex, England, Showing that vents 
aro inimi ung. WAIN d em 1 
Price, paper, 1 


to chastity, virtue, an 
B. 
THE TRUTB SEEKER UO, 
26 Lafayette Piace, New York Ulby. 


STU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental argumenta 
against Christianity. ' 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius. 
especailly in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 
Price, 15 cae pi 


dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


15 Lafayette place, New York City. 


Wettstein’s : Repair : Department. 


Otro WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.. Bro, Matertat- 
ist: The watch sent you a.sxhort time ago for 
overhauling was received in just three and a half 
days from the time it left this station. | 

t was put into A No.1 shape and is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 
I have other work in your line to bedone you 
shall have it. A. E. Smita. 


aeee 
epee 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. I have personall 
managed my repair department for 34 years an 
no watch is permitted to lewve my establishment 
until in perfect order and ciosely regulated. 

PRICE LIST. 


Cleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or three 


$1 jobs at $2.50. 
d Liberal dis- 


All work warranted one year. 
counts to agents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THE LIBBRAL JBWBHBLBR. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


The Freethought Badge. 
DESIGNER OF +The Ingersol! Souvenir Spoon. 
Otto Wettstein Watch. 


Send for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 
Mention Taz TRUTH BEEKER. 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WzEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTA SEEKER, 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 


IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R., R, Westbrook, A.M, 
Third Thousand. 


. 
Price, 10 cents. Address THe TRUTH SEEKER. 


charges, 
Arico» 


ed, & 

; for 

Eten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 

giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

iaints, and a description ofthe Doctor’s 

mportant medical discovery—an Ont» 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only reme 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc- 
cess, Address, DR, R. P, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw this adver. Vineland, N. J. 


IF- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LiBERAL, and I trust the Kreethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 

Da. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOOK, Price, 15 cents. 
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Deutfhe Sreigeift-Biidher. | M 


Wier haben folgende Biidher in 
Deufher Sprache weldje febr berühmt find. 


», Die Svrtfimer Mofes,” 
Eine fritifche Beleuchtung des Pentatench fiir 
Wider{pruch zur modernen Weltane 
{hauung und Gefittung, 
von Gol. N. ©. Sugerfoll, Preis 50 Cents. 


Dad Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener, Preis 50 Cents. 


— 


“Moderne Gstterdimmerung, ^ 
von Col. R. ©. Ingerfoll, Preis 25 Cents. 


,, Bunder und Wanderthdter, 
von John Ped, Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glaube und Berwunft, ^ 
oder LE BON SENS. 
des rómt(d-Fatolt(diei Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Wad) dem franzöifhen Original überfegt von 
Fraulein Wine Knoop. 

501 Seiten, £einwand, $1.00, Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier Umfhlag und 
flaren Druc. Unfere Deutfhen Lefer 
follten es weit verbreiten. 


Adreffire, The Truth Seeker,” 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered for a surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
halfeprice—$80, Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Agent's profitspermonth Will prove 
it or pay forfeit. New articles just out. 
A 81.10 sample and terms free. Try us. 
CHIDESTER & Son, 26 Bond Bt., N. Y. 
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Col. R. G. Ingersoll ’s 
ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


his is the greatestargument ever madein acase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
ecution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on. every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in oloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


` Really Distinct 


A PERTINENT QUESTION. 


The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the right- 
eousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.—Ezek. xviii, 20. 
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Comprising all of 
the 


so 
Lin 


of these charming 
garden flowers, Se=» 
lected by careful 
comparison from 
our trials of near- 
Iy one hundred va- 
rieties— 


Butterfly. White. suf- 
fused lavender; 
edged with blue, Pkt. 1 


Orange Prince. Or- 
ange and pink....... 10 

Boreatton. Maroon, 
rich and velvety..... 

Queen of the Isles. 
Striped, rose, crim- 
Son, wine red E 


including — 


“Emily Henderson” Y 
THE QUEEN OF WHITE SWEET PEAS, 


—_———— 
A gloriously beautiful acquisition of American origin. Ab- | 
solutely pure white, as clear as alabaster and as lustrous 
as satin. The flowers, of remarkable substance, are 
borue on long stiff stems, are extra large, with broad round 
standards that stand up boldly without reflex or curl. 

The plants are robust, compact and branching, pro- 
ducing such a prodigal abundance of flowers that the 
plants appear asif covered with snow. From one plant, 

specially cultivated, we have cut in one season the 
seemingly incredible number of 1,035 sprays of 
bloom! In earliness it outrivals all com- 
petitors by nearly two weeks, and con- 

tinues a vetitable ‘‘cut-and-come- 
again” to the end of Autumn. 


Primrose. 
yellow .........ee-- 
Mrs. Gladstone. Ex- 
quisite soft blush 


1 


Cardinal. Grand erim- 
son scarlet.......... 1 

Dorothy Tennant. He- 
liotrope; beautiful.. 1 

Countess of Radnor. i 
Delicate lavender... 10 | 


n Indigo King. Maroon 
Pht., 150. purple and indigo... 10% 
receipt of Senator. $ i riped 

" " brown, purple, cream 
we will mail, free, and white. P... «esee 20 


Princess "Victoria. 
Pink and cherry rose 10 
Blanche Ferry. Orim- 
Son pink and blush 
white................ 10 
Her riajesty. Deep 
rosy crimson........ 10 
Emily Henderson. 
(see cut)............5 1 


Catalogue for 1894..... 


$1.85 
Any of the above free by 
mail on receipt of price or 
entire collection for $1.00 
(total value $1.85.) Buyers 
of oneor more packets will 
be sent 1894 calalogue free 
if they will name pape 
and date of issue. 


$ QO ALL 
e" SIXTEEN VARIETIES 


of Sweet Peas named in right hand column (including 
the Emily Henderson), and in addition, will send with- 
out extra charge, with every order from this adver- 
tisement, providing you will name this paper and date 
of issue, Onr Grand 1894 Catalogue of *«* EVERY- 
THING FOR THE GARDEN,” (value 
20c.) larger and more beautiful than Total value 
ever, 160 pages, six colored pateni and 

nearly 500 engra vings, replete with all 

that D desirable, old iud new, in Seeds, $ Í „85 5 

Plants, Bulbs, Tools, &e. i FO eS 


PETER HENDERSÜN:C3: nz S 


DONT SUICIDE. 


Dr. WEsT's Specific for Mental Depression, Ner- 
vousness, Prostration, 
Lassitude, IN SONIN TA Inability, 
Loss of Vitality, Impotence,ete. Invaluable. Try it. 


Mail, $1.0. BRADBURY'S PHAMARCY, Dept. 25, 
367 Washington Street, Boston, Mass, ^ 


rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Bogen DEnstow, LL.D. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 


Price, 15 cents 
CHE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Jews of the Geek. 


Ir is proposed to run a trolley line from 
New York to Philadelphia. 


Ropwey Dennis has been reélected pres- 
ident of the Connecticut Humane Society. 


Kine BEHANZIN, of Dahomy, has sur- _ 
rendered to the French, and will be sent 
to Senegal. i 


Durma 1893 Boston lost almost $5,- 
000,000 by fire, and the United States 
$150, 000, 000. f 


In Massachusetts there is manifested a 
growing feeling against the compulsory 
vaccination laws. : 


Tue French troops near Timbuctoo 
were nearly annihilated by the nomad 
Touregs, and Timbuctoo is besieged. | f 


Tae Board of Aldermen of Boston has 
appropriated $500,000 for park improves 
ments, to giv work to the unemployed. 


OFFICAL reports of last fall’s floods in 
Japan show 1,400 people killed, 1,000 miss- - 
ing, 46,000 buildings demolished, and 800, - 
000 damaged. 


THE Mississippi legislature elected A. J. 
McLaurin to fill out the unexpired term 
of United States Senator Walthall. He 
has less than a month to serve. 


A mechanio’s lien for $138.23 was fore- 
closed in the Court of Common Pleas in 
this city. The bill of costs amounted to 
$485, to which should be added the fees of 
counsel. 


Gero. E. Wirsow, of Chicago, will soon 
bring out a new book on immoral litera- 
ture. He is on the track of the black- 
mailing gang which livs on the smaller ` 
booksellers. 


A TRANSATLANTIO steamship pool is in 
course of formation. It will control the 
steerage and second-class passenger travel 
and may aftect the first-class. Many agen- 
cies will be dropped, | 


A wiND and rain storm blew down a 
church at Gate City, Ala., in which thirty 
women and children of the Christian En- 
deavor. Society were holding services. 
Three will die. A judgment, 


Tux bill repealing the Federal Election 
law passed the Senate on February 7th by 
a vote of 39 to 28. The affirmativ vote was 
east by 35 Democrats and four Populists, 
President Cleveland has signed the bill. 


Tue Brazilian insurgents capturéd the 
Itapa with the government Admiral Gon- 


ealvez on board. Rear-Admiral Julie de 


Cesar Noronha now commands the gov- 
ernment naval forces. Severe fighting at 
Nictheroy last week. 


Unirep SrATES MARSHAL PonrEB, of 
Alaska, has ordered the arrest of every 
white man known to hav formed illegal 
marriage relations with nativ women. As 
a result nearly every man on board the 
aped States steamer Pinta is in jail in 

itka. 


Tue United States corvette, Kearsarge, - 
which on June 19, 1864, sunk the Con- 
federate cruiser, Alabama, off Cherbourg, 
France, foundered on the night of Febru- 
ary 2d on Roncador Reef. She was on 
the way to Bluefields, Nicaragua. A total 
wreck, but only one man lost. 


Tux Petite Republique Francaise says 
that the French minister of war has or- 
dered that hereafter the army shall be 
supplied with French canned goods, in- 
stead of American. This will increase the 
cost of the goods to the government 130 
per cent. 


In the mayoralty election at Duluth 
Rev. T. Lewis, Republican, was elected 
by a majority of 3,025 in a total vote of 
10,300. One of the causes of the defeat 
of Jobn Jenswold—nominated by the 
Populists and indorsed by the Democrats 
—was the fact that his wife is a Cath- 
olie, and so the Apaists worked against 
Jenswold. - 


Tae McCreary Hawaiian resolutions, 
sustaining President Cleveland and con- 
demning Minister Stevens, passed the 
House by a vote of 176 to 57, Only three 
Democrats voted against the resolutions, 
Of the Populists Bater and Kem voted 
with the majority, and Bell, Boen, Davis, 
Harris, Pence, and Simpson, with the Re- 
publicans. 


Tue ex-priest, J. T. MoNamara, has 
been found guilty at Independence, Mo., 
of slandering Father Dalton, making the 
penalty twelve months in the county jail 
and a fine of $500. An appeal was taken. 
The jury in the charge of slander against 
Father Lillis disagreed. The bonds on 
McNamara are $500 in the Lillis cage, 
$50U on the charge of circulating obscene 
liters:ure, $1,000 on the charge of slander- 
ing Mother Vincent, and $1,500 on the 
appé al. 
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WHAT PRIESTCRAFT OFFERS TO 
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THE HUNGRY PILGRIM. 


Paine's “Age of Reason,” 
variety of subjects include 
cloth, $1; paper. 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


—M 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
P trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and ai 

u to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
MEA of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
it enables someody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
all the disputed points between Chetistianity 


Price, 


and Freethought ob 


ess THE TRUTA 8 


With Daughter's Babe Upon His Knee. 


A-new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
"Life," by "the prince of orators,” Col. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and. better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baoy, 
.urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, '* one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a ~ouvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanshiv. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 76 cents, post-paid. 

. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


98 T.afavatte niaga. Naw York 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 25 conts. Address THE TRUTH ÜEEKER. 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon. 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Oonrznrs: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Osnon. - 


Panar. xn rantas edlnth, 75 aants, 


Christianity a Fiction. 
By DB. J. H. MENDENHALL. 

THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 
Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 


the late Jonathan M. Boberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


|THE GIANT DELUSION, |SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 15 cents. 

Sanday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland. D.D., in 1871. Price. 2c. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


B the story of his mental journey from 
eing the dozy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress, 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A ‘Liberal Romance, 
12mo, 800 pp., $2. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


How To Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BAREAN, M.D. 

Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. I congratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 

Other noted physicians recommen 
it just as highly. 

Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
28Lafavette place, New York. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
S EAEE 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

Tt will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. "EE . MT . 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rieh with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 


more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 


from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America | 


and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. _ 
s The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philo:ophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Polities. , Woman's Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies- | Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. - 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. | 
Descartes. | Kepler. > Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs.. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinui. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. Huxley. Haeokel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mil — Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 


Annie Besant. 


: THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Z'ruth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinker? Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, tho Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 


throughout the world. ; 
It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 


thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 
E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 


Susan H. Wixon, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., . 
Mrs. Charles Watts, 


Horace Seaver, Dr. E. B. Foote, J: 
T. Ij. b. Foote, JT., 


J. P. Mendum, 


D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge O. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. i 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
: Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON'T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain € 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over Qne Hundred Portraits. 


¥ will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the publie, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


-|FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 


OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to THE 
Truru Serxer, and every Freethinker 
needs * Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able-to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. ~ This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in © 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF: 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 

And further, to aid our friends in 


getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 


To the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. =. 


Or, if preferred, a copy.cloth-bound of 
! W, S. BELL'S. 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book— either "Old Testament 
Stories Gomically Illustrated,” or W, S. Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, l 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tus Trura SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers. and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
wit, have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH, SEEKER, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY. - - - FEBRUARY 24, 1804. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 
Bingle subscription, in advano0........... eee eee ee eem tene $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advanoce............eee ee eere 5 00 
Two new subsoribers.. 2e. 5 00 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in in one eremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


TOD —————— "O——— 0 
One fuboripHon with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
hesuessvekizesescscs ogesbes ero erzoskevseeseo e aes cud 50 
One subeariplion with four new subsoribers, in one remit- 
UU PETRPRERIQOO DIDI UD DITE QM 0 00 
Any number over five at the same Tate, invariably with one 
Temittance. 


Money should be sent by express company's money order 
postal order, drast on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofwe 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Laravette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Terura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country ‘should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tuas -TsurH Szexzr one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Ohicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


` For $5 we will send Taz Trurn Szzxzr one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tux Truta Szzkkn one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it eannot help but be well-informed i in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will wend Tae Terura SEEKER one 
year ($8) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura Ens one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock” 

: in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tur Tauru SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

"This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 

"present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


Iu Place of Christianity—What? 

A correspondent wants to know what he should 
substitute for the Christian religion to make him- 
self and the world better. What does Christianity 
offer? is a preliminary question. Leaving the God 
dogma to one side, as it is not the private property 
of Christianity, we find that this religious system 
rests on certain assumptions pertaining to the 
origin of the world, the first appearance of man on 
the earth, his early and subsequent relations to 
God, his alleged “fallen” state, places of future 
reward and punishment, his possible redemption 
through the shedding of the blood of a God-man 
said to hav been sent to the earth for this purpose, 
the infallibility of the collection of books in which 
we find the account of the “creation” and the later 
reputed events, etc., etc. 

Christianity says that the universe was created 
by God, in six days. Science says that the universe 
has existed for unnumbered ages, and is the result 
of the operation of forces never at rest, in and upon 
matter, which’ cannot. be destroyed, and hence 
could not hav been created. Therefore, substitute 
for the unverifiable guess of theology the demon- 
strable truth of science. 

Christianity says that a perfect man and woman 
were made by God a little less than six thousand 
years ago. Geology shows that man has existed 
on this earth at least a quarter of a million years, 
and biology demonstrates that he was no more 
nearly “perfect” in the past than he is to-day, to 
put it very mildly. Study natural science instead 
of accepting a theory of man’s beginning proved to 
be wholly unbased on. facts. 

Christianity avers that the first man and woman 
were tempted to sin by a bad god called a devil, 
who appeared in the guise of a snake; that this 
first “sin” brought suftering and death into the 
world, and forced upon God the necessity of drown- 
ing all but a handful of earth’s inhabitants in a uni- 
versal deluge. The revelations of science show us 
that suffering and death were always concomitants 
or effects of sentient existence; that animals lived 
upon each other millions of years before the time 
of the alleged creation, and that the legend of a 
universal flood grew out of the fact of local floods 
in ages when a man’s “world” was the very limited 
province in which he lived. Therefore, again, 
search for truth as it is in nature and compare it 
with the assertions of the theologians. 

Christianity declares that the drowning expedi- 
ent was not a success, the descendants of the 
few who were saved being as great sinners as the 
people who were drowned. So God had recourse 
to the experiment of sending one-half of himself to 
associate with a young woman, the result being the 
birth of a hybrid—one-third of himself—through 
whose vicarious sacrifice all who should believe the 
Munchausenism would be enabled to dodge hell, a 
place of excruciating and eternal torture, by giddily 
walking a terribly narrow footbridge across a 
chasm debouching into the “bottomless pit," and 
squeeze into heaven, a place of eternal insipidity 
and felicity. The virgin-born redeemer scheme has 
always been a trump card of the religion manu- 
facturers, and there is nothing new about this 
Judean one save the names of the characters. In 
place of the fantastic tale our correspondent should 
place the deductions of sound common sense 
and critical scholarship. As & matter of fact, 
the more sensible Christians of to-day hav found 
something to put in the place of these nonsensical 
dogmas. About all they retain of the old simon- 
pure Christianity is the name, although some of 
them cannot get its spirit of intolerance out of their 


blood. 


of imperfect man. 


Christianity says that the Bible is authentic, 
genuin and inerrant, the very word of God. Iin- 
partial investigation and historical comparison show 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that it is largely un- 
reliable in its historical averments; that much of'it 
is spurious, and that from Genesis to Revelations-it 
abounds in errors of every conceivable kind. The 
evidence is simply overwhelming that it is the work 
In place of this book as an in- 
fallible guide given us by God, we take it—as we take 
all other books of the past and present—as one of 
the fruits of man’s groping after knowledge and 
happiness, and we are prepared to accept whatever 
there is within its covers which is good viewed in 
the light and measured by the standards of this 
age. We must not stultify our reason and smother 
our ethical sense in order to accept as true and 
moral statements and maxims merely because they 
are found in an old book which a priest, who is & 
party in interest, assures us is divine. 

Then, for what is false in Christianity we advise 
our friend to substitute all attainable truth; for 
the vengeance of the gods, the best possible human 
justice; for the intolerance of the creeds, the right 
of private judgment in all things, that is, Free- 
thought, abstract and concrete; and for nightmare 
dreams about heavens and hells in unlocated 
spheres, the study of sociology and ethics, that the 
hells of this world may be destroyed and its 
heavens multiplied, widened, and beautified. 

gp 
Christianizing the Constitution. 

The Church Reformer of February 10th has a 
full report of the hearing in behalf of the Christian 
amendment before the sub-committee of the House 
Committee on the Judiciary. The sub-committee 
consisted of Representativs Charles J. Boatner, of 
Louisiana; Wm. L. Terry, of Arkansas, and Wm. 
A. Stone, of Pennsylvania. Representativ Isaac 
Goodnight, of Kentucky, a member of the Judiciary 
Committee, but not of the sub-committee, was also 
present. Representativ Elijah A. Morse, of Massa- 
chusetts, who introduced the resolution in the 
House, was present as a special attorney for the 
Reform Association, taking full notes of the hear- 
ing, and interjecting arguments in favor of the 
Covenanter program. The theocrats were also 
represented by Revs. H. H. George, W. J. Robin- 
son, T. P. Stevenson, D. O. Martin, and D. Me- 
Allister. Surely that was a one-sided hearing. 

Part of the time devoted to the hearing was con- 
sumed by an informal conversation on “certain 
aspects of the resolution.” ‘The Christian Re- 
former says: 

“It was brought out by different speakers that Roman- 
ism makes the Pope the final authoritativ interpreter of 
moral law for nations as well as for individuals. Nations 
must, according to the papal claim, which is inherent and 
essential to the papacy, accept moral law as interpreted 
by the infallible Pope as final. Protestants hold that the 
nation must interpret moral law in its own sphere of ac- 
tion for itself, taking help from advice, and counsel from 
churches or other bodies or individuals that may address 
it by petitions or memorials or public meetings.” 

In other words, matters of conscience and morals 
are to be decided on one hand by the infallible 
head of a church, and on the other by an infallible 
majority led or bullied by churches and their aux- 
iliary societies. On one side we must obey the 
Pope, or be excommunicated ; one the other, we 
must submit to government by preacher or be fined 
and imprisoned. It is the old dilemma—the devil 
on one side and the deep sea on the other. As be- 
tween the two, we prefer the first. Those of us 
who do not believe in the devil do not fear him; the 
ghostly penalties of Rome do not frighten us in the 
least; so long as we can keep church and state 
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‘separate, the Satan of the Vatican may fire all the 


“ecclesiastical arrows at us that he pleases. 


‘the deep sea of legal punishments the least super- 
We 
much prefer to keep our Constitution as it is, and 
take our chances in a fair field with Rome and the 


stitious of Freethinkers may easily drown. 


Covenanter. 


Here is a thought for Secretary McAllister and 
Has it not occurred to these gentle- 
men that the church of an infallible Pope may just. 
as readily as the Protestant churches giv “ counsel " 
and “advice” to the state which sets out to control 
Why may not Rome thus 
help the nation “interpret moral law”? You gentle- 
men claim that you are helping the nation do this 
when you seek by the use of every influence and in- 


his associates : 


conscience and morals? 


strumentality at your command to amend into the 
Constitution a recognition of God, Jesus, and the 
Bible. You say that this is not the union of church 
and state, oh, no. It is simply the “ interpretation 
of the moral law ” by the Protestant minority, which 
calls itself “the nation.” But suppose the Catho- 
lics are in any nation in a majority, cannot they in 
the same way secure the national recognition of the 
Virgin Mary, of the confessional, e¢ al., and this 
without a union of church and state if you are right 
in your contention that your schemes do not in- 
volve such union? Ofcourse. All they will hav to 
do will be to giv “advice” and “counsel” “by peti- 
tions or memorials ” addressed to the law-making 
body, or by “public meetings” mold public senti- 
ment and influence legislators. 


To return to the hearing on February 1st: Dr. 
McAllister made an address to the sub-committee, 
which we hav not space to answer in detail. Some 
of the questions asked and remarks made by 
the representatives call for a few words. 
Boatner thought that the clause in the proposed 
amendment which makes “acknowledgment of the 
just government of Almighty God over nations 
would bring us into serious trouble. We should 
acknowledge God’s supreme authority, and I be- 
lieve all our blessings come from him. But it will 
never do to charge the evils which are man’s own 
doing upon the Almighty.” Mr. Boatner does not 
say what he- thinks of the omnipotence of a God 
who lets man overturn his moral law. 

Mr. McAllister thought that the adoption of this 
amendment would “effectually guard against all 
uniting of church and state.” He added: 

“ Let the nation itself recognize its own obligations in 
its proper sphere of law and rights, distinct from that of 
the church, to take the law of God as the rule of its con- 
duct, and then let it interpret and apply that law for itself, 
and there will be embodied in one fundamental law the 
most effectual barrier possible against all intermingling 
and confounding of the relations and functions and duties 
of church and state.” 

This is charmingly frank. Hitherto there hav 
been unions of church and state, more or less close, 
and there hav been state churches in various na- 
tions. But now we are to hav a state which is at 
the same time a church, or to make use of a com- 
pound which we hav often found it convenient to 
employ, a state-church. This state-church is “to 
take the law of God as the rule of its conduct,” and 
is to interpret and apply that law for itself," and 
this taking and interpreting are to erect an “ effect- 
ual barrier against all intermingling and con- 
founding of the relations and functions and duties 
of church and state.” But what is “the law of 
God?” Each sect says it knows just what that law 
is. Who are to “interpret and apply” it? Con- 
gress and the state legislatures, presumably, aided 
by the president and the governors and the courts. 
This will make Congress and the legislatures prac- 
tically church councils, and the legislators priests. 

But suppose that the priests in Congress, for in- 
stance, do not “interpret” the “law of God” ina 
manner satisfactory to the priests in the pulpits, 
what then? More “advice” and “council” will 
be tendered, we presume, and the barrier between 
the churches and the Church will be badly shaken, 
"We hav so many kinds of religion that there is 
bound to be very lively times in these church-state 
councils (now called Congress and legislatures) 
when the political priests of the the warring sects 


| 
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paragraph quoted? 
individual must decide for himself. When “the 
nation” begins “to interpret the law of God,’ 
pandemonium breaks loose. 

Congressman Goodnight asked : 
affect the Unitarians?” To which Congressman 
Stone replied: “They are not of great account so 
far as numbers are concerned.” Of course not. 
They do not cast many votes, and everybody knows 
that only large masses of voters hav any rights. 
Christian law is made for the protection of the 
strong, who do not need it; not for the weak, who 
do. But Mr. Goodnight was not satisfied with the 
answer of Mr. Stone, and he retorted: “No, not in 
numbers, but that does not meet the question." 
Manifestly not. Mr. McAllister said there would 
be “no difficulty whatever with such representativ 
Unitarians as Dr. Channing and Dr. A. D. Mayo," 
and Dr. Stevenson supplemented, “or Dr. Gannet.” 
Continuing; Mr. MeAllister said: 

* Such men hav said that a mere acknowledgment of 
God, without a distinotivly Christian element, such as 
that in the words, ‘according to God's appointed way, 
through Jesus Christ,’ would not meet their desires. A 
number of these men hav been activ workers for the 
Christian amendment of our national Constitution." 


These men are fine representative of the “ Lib- 
eral" Christians! In this bad company should be 
placed Dr. Miner, the Universalist. 


Dr. McAllister argued that the Jews would not re- 
sist the adoption of this amendment because, in spite 
of the fact that the unwritten constitution of this 
country is distinctivly Christian, they hav come here. 
Why did they come, he asks in substance, if they 
fear Christian institutions will jeopardize their 
liberties? His answer is that they hav no such 
fear. He says: l 

“Jews hay come hither attracted by the liberty which 
the moral laws of Christianity hav secured. They enjoy 
full protection in all their rights just because the nation 
is Christian in its unwritten constitution.” 

This is special pleading. Jews hav enjoyed a 
very large liberty in this country because we hav 
had much less of Christianity in our written and 
unwritten law than hav had most other Christian 
nations, for this nation £s Christian in the sense 
that a majority of its people hav at least a nominal 
belief in what to-day passes for Christianity. But 
if Jews come to this country because of our un- 
written Christian constitution instead of in despite 
or disregard of it, then they must hav gone to 
England for the same reason in the years before 
the repeal of the disability acts under which their 
people suffered. Then England had an unwritten 
Christian constitution and written Christian 
statutes which cruelly discriminated against the 
Jews. Yet they lived there. Why? Was it bə- 
cause they loved Christian oppression and oppress- 
ors, or because they must liv somewhere and other 
Christian nations were still more outrageous in 
their persecutions? Is not this one of the chief 
reasons why they come here? Russia is a Christian 
nation and the Jews are very oppressivly treated 
there. Why did they remain until thousands were 
banished ? 
Christian”? 

It is rank nonsense to claim that the Jews will 
favor the Christianizing of this government because 
the absence of Christian laws here has enabled them 
to dwell in America in a state of comparativ 
security denied them in the Old World, where 
Christian prejudice and Christian laws hav robbed, 
tortured, and slaughtered them for centuries. Mr. 
MeAllister, usually a shrewd polemie, was fatally 
off his guard when he advanced this argument. 


The Constitution provides that amendments to it 
may be ratified by either the legislatures of three- 
fourths of the states or by three-fourths of the conven- 
tions in the states, which conventions may be ordered 
by Congress when it submits the amendment. Up 
to this time all proposed amendments hav been sub- 


set about the task of interpreting and applying 
But in | some part of “the law of God.” 

Could any clearer demonstration of the folly and 
criminality of this carrying of religion into politics 
be made than Mr. McAllister has given us in the 
Religion is a matter which the 


“How will this 


‘a fake of the worst kind. 


Was it *just because the nation was. 


mitted to the legislatures, but the one now pending 
in committee of Congress is to go to conventions, 
as the resolution now reads. Why this departure 
from the old custom? Why the expense which thege 
conventions will involve? Is it not apparent that 
the theocrats think that members of conventiong 
elected on this issue will serve their purposes more 
surely than will members of the legislatures? The 
action of the latter in voting against ratification 
might not seriously imperil their political futureg 
while, as we think the Covenanters reason, there 
are many strongly Christian communities in which 
politicians would not dare stand out openly on an 
anti-amendment ticket, and so the amendment candi- 
date would hav an easy race. Then the theocratg 
undoubtedly presume, with good cause, that there 
would be very many constituencies in which, be. 
cause of their comparativ poverty or their failure to 
realize the necessity for unceasing activity, the 
opponents of the amendment would fail to act 
promptly and vigorously. It seems to be certain 
that there is a very large and hungry cat in this 
convention mealbag. We cannot be too alert and 
aggressiv. 


Another Pious Lie Nailed. 

Mr. Watts tells us something about the “ Con- 
verted Atheist Shoemaker” in his “Notes” this 
week. Mr. Foote, in his paper, the London Free- 
thinker, completes the story. He has found that 
the * Herbert" of Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's nar- 
rativ was & Charles Alfred Gibson, of Northampton; 
that he never was & Freethinker, much less a dis- 
tinguished speaker at Vietoria Park and in the Hall 
of Science; that he and all others of his father’s 
family were Christians, and that before his alleged 
conversion from Atheism at the West End Mission 
he had worn the uniform of the Salvation Army; 
that his wife Julia was the author of the essential. 
features of the story, and that Mr. Hughes had re- 
ceived the tale from her and “Sister Beatrice” of 
the mission without the least attempt at investiga- 
tion and had worked it over and embellished it with 
fanciful additions of his own, sending the finished 
romance out in a large pamphlet as a sober history 
of the conversion of one of the foremost Atheist 
speakers in England. The father and brothers 
of Gibson, earnest Christians, repudiate every ma- 
terial allegation in Hughes’s pamphlet and appeared 
upon the platform of the Hall of Science to sub- 
stantiate Mr. Foote’s statements. But all these 
facts do not prevent Mr. Hughes from flooding 
England with Mr. Holyoake’s “vindication " of the 
Methodist novelist, which goes far to prove that 
that gentleman knew all the time that his story was 
Mr. Holyoake admits 
that Gibson was the name given him in confidence 
by Mr. Hughes as the real cognomen of his * John 
Herbert" Mr. Foote is doing his part of the work 
thoroughly, after the manner of the English Free- 
thinkers, and the lie will be chased by the refuta- 
tion into every nook and eorner of the land. One 
hundred thousand copies of Mr. Foote's exposó 
will be at once printed and distributed. The 
London newspapers reported very fairly the Science 
Hall meeting at which the Gibsons appeared. 


Referring to Puck, the Catholic Telegraph re- 
marks: 

‘* Catholics throughout the country could teach Puck 
a sorrowful leason if they would, but they won’t. It is 
simply astonishing what an amount of patience the aver- 
age Catholic has for the insults heaped upon him and 
his church by some secular sheets which he helps to main- 
tain with his money.” 

And the Catholic Review adds : 

‘Tt is a barber-shop paper—and in intelligence matches 
its clientele.” 

There is certainly something inharmonious about 
those two statements. It seems to be a fact that 
the Review means to depreciate the intelligence of 
barber-shop habitues, else it would not hav flung 
the epithet of “barber-shop paper” at Puck,” 
coupled with the statement that its intelligence 
matches that of its readers,in said shops. But 
how are we to reconcile this with the assertion of 
the Catholic Telegraph that Catholics help to 
maintain Puck? which must mean that they buy the 
paper, in which case the conclusion seems irresist- 
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ible that their intelligence is 


Puck matches that of the latter, it does not seem 
that the mental superiority of the Catholics has been 
established. 


Book Review. 


RESEAROHES IN ORIENTAL Hisrory. Embracing the Ori- 
gin of the Jews, the Rise and Development of Zoro- 
astrianism, and the Derivation of Christianity; to 
which is added, Whence our Aryan Ancestors? By 
George W. Brown, M.D. . Fourth Edition, 


Dr. Brown has been a pioneer and practical re- 
former all his life. Going to Kansas in the early 
years of the fierce struggle out of which that per- 
petually perturbed domain was born.a free state, he 
threw himself into the conflict with the slave power, 
and fought worthily in the cause of human justice. 
Calm, firm, thoughtful, and courageous, he was 
never a partisan at the expense of truth, fair play, 
and humanity. He has sought all his life to get at 
the facts, to dig deeply for the radicals from which 
grow upward all aspirations, religions, politics. He 
has never been satisfied to believe on hearsay and 
to yield his reason at the behest of authority. He 
has patiently explored, collected, classified, reasoned, 
and one of the results of his painstaking investiga- 
tions is this work on our desk, ‘Researches in 
Oriental History.” The book has slowly developed, 
appearing first in short installments in the columns 
of a public journal, and its author had ample time 
in which to arrange and systematize the material 
which he had carefully collected. It was Dr. 
Brown’s purpose to show how the religious beliefs 
and the ecclesiastical hierarchy of our time and 
nation hav grown from seeds sown by the priests and 
mystics, by the prophets (so-called), and scientists 
of bygone ages, distant lands, and early religions. 
He holds that it is better to explain superstitions and 
distorted conceptions than to attack them. When 
they are understood they cease to astonish, terrify, 
and corrupt. Dr. Brown quotes Las Casas in this 
connection: ‘‘Idolaters never giv up their idols vol- 
untarily, because no one can leave, of his own choice 
and with pleasure, that which he has drawn in with 
his mother’s milk. Before idols can be 
taken from their hearts, we must know the concep- 
tion and estimation the idolaters hav of their gods, 
and then paint upon their hearts the conception of 
truth.” Our author adds: “Is there not more hope 
of reforming the idolater by teaching him how and 
by whom his idols were made, than by an indis- 
criminate slaughter of those lifeless and senseless 
' objects of ignorant devotion?" Such is the spirit 
and such the purpose whose concrete fruit is this 
handsome volume of Oriental Researches. 

In the preface Dr. Brown states that his “facts 
are almost wholly drawn from well-known ecclesi- 
astical and reliable historical authors, many of 
whom were writing in the interest of the church to 
further protract its power and its existence. Great 
care has been taken to avoid skeptical authority.” 

“'The subject of morals, Christian or otherwise,” 
has not been canvassed in this volume. The author's 
object was to trace the rise of dogmas. In this 
time of theocratic machinations for the subversion 
of the system of civil self-government which has 
hitherto been the pride of the American people, the 
publication of such a work as this Dr. Brown deems 
most opportune, because it shows the sources and 
explains the meaning of the dogmatic affirmations 
which misguided men are seeking to force upon 
their fellow citizens by the power of the law. 

Part I. of “ Researches ” is devoted to investiga- 
tions of Jewish History. Dr. Brown disputes the 
Christian assumption that “the pagan theology, 
physics, politics, poetry, history, and rhetoric are 
deduced from sacred names, persons, rites, and 
records.” He demonstrates that the exact opposit 
of this is the truth. In this connection he quotes 
at length from “ Ancient Empireg of the East," by 
the Christian interpreter of the Assyrian monu- 
ments, Prof. A. H. Sayce, of Oxford University. 
The territory later occupied (from about 1700 x. o.) 
by the Chaldean and still later by the Babylonian 
empire, was formerly substantially covered by the 
Accadian empire, whose capital was Agade. Of the 


civilization of those pre-Christian and pre-Jewish 


ages I will let the Christian scholar, Professor Sayce, 
testify: 


From the earliest period the literature of Chaldea 
was stored in public libraries. * * Every great city 
had at least one library, and the office of librarian was 
considered honorable enough to be held by the brother 
of the king. The most famous of the Babylonian libra- 
ries were those of Erech, Larsa, and Ur, and of Agadé. 
The older library of Babylon perished for the most part 
when the town was destroyed by Sennacherib. _ Seribes 
were kept busily employed in copying and reéditing old 
texts, and more rarely in preparing new ones. The copies 
were made with scrupulous care. ‘ ‘ * When an Assyrian 
scribe was in doubt as to the meaning of a character in 
his Babylonian copy, he either reproduced it or gave it 


on a par with that of 
the barber-shop patrons, and as the intelligence of 


Judah, alleged to be the father of the Jews! And 
yet all languages, all literature, all art, all science, 


had to send fortnightly reports to the king. At an early 


signs had been mapped out while the vernal equinox still 
fell in Taurus; and eclipses of the sun and moon had been 
found to recur after a certain fixed time, and were con- 


partments of mathematics. 
at all events at a later epoch, by means of the clepsydra, 


two or more possible equivalents in the Assyrian syllabary. | In Opposition to the Christian Amendment. 


e libraries established by the Assyrian kings at 
Assur, Calah, and Nineveh, Ner Tormod in imitation of 
‘hose of Babylonia. Like the Babylonian libraries, also, 

ey were thrown open to the public, though it is ex- 
tremely doubtful whether the reading public was so large 
in Syria as in the sister kingdom. At any rate, their 
contents were derived almost entirely from Babylonia. 
The tablets or books were all numbered and arranged in 
order, and the table of the chapters in the grest astro- 
nomical work compiled for Sargon’s library at Agadé 
(s. o. 8800) enjoins the student to hand to the librarian in 
writing the number of the book or chapter he wished to 


procure. 

Think of it! 'These marvelous libraries, these 
great storehouses of learning, already in existence, 
only 200-years after the creation! Why, Adam had 
yet 730 years to liv! Cain would not be born for 
thirty years! It was 2055 years before the birth of 


all ethics came from the Jews! 

Again, Professor Sayce : . 

Observatories were established in all the chief towns 
[of Accadia], and astronomers-royal were appointed who 


date the stars were numbered and named; the zodiacal 


sequently calculated and looked for. The equator was 
divided into degrees, sixty being the unit, as in other de- 
* Time was measured, 


and the gnomon or dial was a Babylonian invention. So, 


also, was the week of seven days, which was closely con- 
nected with the early astronomical studies of the Accadi- 


ans, the days of the week being dedicated to the moon, 
sun, and five planets. The 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th days 
of the lunar months were kept like the Jewish Sabbath; 
and were actually so named in Assyria. They were 


termed dies nefasti in Accadian, rendered ‘‘ days of com- 
pletion of labor" in Assyrian; the Assyrian Sabattu or 


"Sabbath" itself being further defined as meaning 
** completion of work ” and ‘‘a day of rest for the soul.” 
On these days it was forbidden, at all events, in the Ac- 
cadian period, to cook food, to change one’s dress or to 
wear white robes, to offer sacrifice, to ride in & chariot, 


to legislate, to practice augury, or even to use medicin. 


This was in the Accadian empire, which went 


| down 1700 years B. c. and 129 years before the birth 


of Moses. "Twelve hundred years before a Jew was 
known. But here was a “Sabbath,” rigid, puri- 
tanical, cruel, long before there was a Moses to 
whom Jehovah could hav given the command for 
the observance of the “Sabbath of. the Lord!” 
which we of to-day are told we must reverence un- 
der penalty of the law’s condign punishment. The 
only change is, that the asserted divine attributes 
of Moses’s (!) Sabbath hav been transferred to 
Constantine’s Sunday. Professor Sayce finds the 
very name “Sabbath” upon the pre-Jewish pagan 
monuments. Such is the “witness of Assyria,” ac- 
cording to a learned Christian professor, represent- 
ing a great university. 

Dr. Brown shows that there are no monumental 
traces of the Jews in Egypt, quoting Naville, Ken- 
rick, Brugsch Bey, and other authorities. In this 
chapter he speaks of the historical work of the 
Egyptian priest, Manetho, which was mutilated by 
Christian apologists to make it serve their “ pur- 
pose by harmonizing Jewish, Christian, and Egyp- 
tian chronology.” It was finally destroyed by Chris- 
tian vandals with the Alexandria library. A few 
quotations made by other writers from it are all 
that remain to us. 

Palestine was a land of caves and robbers; the 
Jews were idolaters; there were no Jews prior to 
the Babylonian captivity; Jews and Phenicians had 
a common history; their religious views were 
substantially the same that they brought with 
them from Persia, the latter nation having received 
them from ancient Bactria, whose people were 
taught by Zoroaster 2,400 years s.o. This Zoroas- 
trian source of the most important Hebraic and 
Christian doctrins has been admitted by a Catholic 
writer in the London Nineteenth Century in this 
year of grace, 1894. 

The remaining chapters of Part I. are devoted to 
a comparison of the statements of Jewish and con- 
temporary historians, to an inquiry after the au- 
thors of the Jewish records, an exposition of how 
Bibles are made, and an explanation of Dr. Brown’s 
reasons for writing this book. 

Part II. givs the results of researches in Zoroas- 
trianism; Part III. tells us of the derivation of 


| Christianity, and Part IV. answers the question, 


« Whence came the Aryans?” 

In some future issue of Tae Tauvm Srzxza I 
may, with the Editor's consent, present to its read- 
ers a few more fragments of this fascinatiug and in- 
structiv book. I.C 


W. F. Jamieson expects to lecture in Scofield, Coal- 
ville, and Salt Lake City, Utah; and in Merced and Es- 


Angeles. 


Mexico this year, Address Elsinore, Cal, 


avenue, and Green street, Philadelphia. 
day, 7.80 to 10 p.m. < 


Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 pr. XM. 


eondido, Cal.; also to hold a four nights’ debate in los 
He can accept no calls from Arizona and New 


To the Friends and Members of the Freethought 
Federation: 


I shall arrange to be present at Washington, | 


March 6th, to meet the present dangerous move- 
ment to amend the Constitution so as to make this 
a Christian government, which amendment will 
legally disfranchise every Freethinker in the land. 
I desire funds to push this work, and I ask friends 
at once to rally to my assistance. 
bers of committee and to your senators and repre- 
sentativs in Congress. 
for the work to E. C. Reichwald, treasurer of Free- 
thought Federation, 165 South Water 
Chicago. 


Write to mem- 
Send your contributions 
street, 


SaĮmueL P. PUTNAM, 
President of Federation. 


Lectures and Meetings. 
Tuz Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severance Hall, 


421 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at.7.80 p.m, 


Cox. R. G. INGERSOLL lectures Saturday evening, Feb, 


24th, at Battle Creek, Mich. Subject, ** Shakspere."' 


Tue Radical Library meets in Skerrett's Hall, Ridge 
Open on Tues: 


Tux Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 


sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 8 o'clock. 


S. P. PurNAM'S lecture appointments: 


Metamora, Mich., March 1, 2. 
Toronto, March 4, 11. 


Tu Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1684 


Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. 


Admission is free. 
W. F. Jamison desires to make lecture engagements in 


Nevada, Utah, and Colorado, along the lines of railroad 
ast. 


Address W. F. Jamieson, Elsinore, Cal. 
Tur Women’s LIBERAL LgAGUR, of Philadelphia, meets 


in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. Admission free. 
welcome. 


All are 


Tun First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-school in same place at 12:80 p. M. 


Tx Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for February: 


February 25th—‘‘ Morality without Christianity,” Frank» 
lin Steiner. 


i FRANKLIN SrTEINER'S lecture engagements are as fols 

ows: 

Feb. 25, Brooklyn, N. Y. Mar. 
* 298, Ellenville, N. Y. es 

Mar. 4, Philadelphia, Pa. i 


12, 18, Harwich, Mass, 
14, Cotuit, Mass. 
15, Osterville, Mass. ` 


** 8, Norwalk, Conn. ** 18, Boston, Mass. . 
** 9, Meriden, Conn. ** 21-23, Northport. N.Y. 
Mar. 11, Boston, Mass. ** 25, Newark, N. J. 


Mr. Steiner has some open dates for his return trip, 
Addres him, after February 12, in care of Tam Tror 
EEKER. 


J. E. Remssure will lecture in Elmira, N. Y., Saturday 
evening, Feb. 24th. Elmira last heard a Freethought 
lecture some twelve years ago. He has been lecturing to 
crowded houses in Ohio. He had fifteen engagements in 
Northern Ohio. He is now on his way East. His ap- 
pointments as far as arranged are as follows : Scranton, 
Pa., Feb. 25th and 28th; N. Mehoopany, Pa., Feb. 26th; 
Tompkinsville, Pa., Feb. 27th; New York, N. Y., Mar. 2d. 
Appointments for New York and Pennsylvania, also 
additional appointments for Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, will be published later. 


The Christian Reformer, referring to a Sunday 
session of the House Committee on Ways and 
Means, and a resolution against it introduced by 
Joseph Cook at one of his lectures, observes : 

**'The hand of God is so manifest in the present distress 
that Senators and Representativs should see and fear, 
without having their attention specially called to it by re~ 
ligious assemblies.” 

Andrew D. White should write an addendum 
for his “New Chapters in the Warfare of 
Science.” He could fill many hundred pages with 
extracts from sermons preached and editorials 
written by clergymen in this country during the 
last ten years, which are as stupidly superstitious 
as anything he has cited from Middle Age ecclesi- 
astics. What kind of a God do these men worship? 
Do they, in this age, believe that a just being is de- 
liberately torturing the poor because of the offenses 
of the rich and ruling classes? 


i er 

Tux Freethinkers’ Magazine for March is a Professor 
Tyndall Memorial number. It contains articles on the’ 
late Prof. John Tyndall from Professor Huxley, George 
Jacob Holyoake, Moncure D. Conway, and Charles 
Watts of England; Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Parker Pills- 
bury, Prof. C. de B. Mills, Prof. A. L. Rawson, T. B. 
Wakeman; and B. F. Underwood, of this country. 
Price, 20 cents. Address, Freethinkers’ Magazine, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
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Freethought and Secular Notes from 
England. 


. THE NEW YEAR. i 
The year 1894 has commenced in England amidst 
conditions far from discouraging. True, the finan- 
cial outlook in this as in other countries is not too 
bright, and the state of the thousands of unem- 
ployed casts a gloom over society in general. But 
notwithstanding these drawbacks, there are many 
rays of sunshine to cheer us when contemplating 
the prospects of the twelve months upon which we 
hav just entered. The working classes throughout 
England manifest by their activity and the digni- 
fied stand they hav taken, that they rightly 
understand their position. Moreover, by their per- 
sistent and orderly propaganda it is evident that 
they hav discovered the right method of having 
their wrongs redressed. They are more united 
than they ever were, and, as the result of this im- 
proved attitude, the government has responded to 
the demand for legislation in the interests of labor. 
While, in my opinion, the future of the working 
classes must depend largely upon themselvs, Par- 
liament can assist in getting rid of impediments 
which the church and the aristocracy hav placed in 
the way of the toiling millions working out their 
own redemption. And this is what the British 
House of Commons has been endeavoring to do for 
months past. Their efforts hav been, to a large 
extent, successful, for they hav carried three meas- 
ures of first-class importance and magnitude: The 
Home Rule bill, the Employers’ Liability bill, and 
the Parish Councils bill. What will be the ulti- 
mate fate of these measures in the House of Lords, 
cannot at present be definitly stated. But it is 
evident that the people of England are not in a 
mood to be longer fooled by an Assembly of irre- 
sponsible men who represent no one but themselvs, 
and that very badly. This House, with few excep- 
tions, is composed of what John Bright termed 
“moral invalids and intellectual imbecils.” There 
is every sign now that if the House of Lords is not 
destroyed altogether, as a legislativ chamber, it 
must be entirely remodeled upon a democratic 
basis. If a second chamber is retained in this 
country it will hav to be made an electiv one; the 
hereditary principle must cease, life peerages must 
be established, and the bishops will hav to withdraw 
and confine their labors to what they are supposed 
to understand—namely, the endeavor to keep to- 
gether a church that is rapidly losing its once un- 
disputed authority. These are among the reforms 
that aré not far distant. The time of their accom- 
plishment will depend very much upon the conduct 
of the lords themselvs within the next few months. 
They hav already once rejected the Home Rule bill, 
and considerably reduced the value of the Liabilicy 
bill, and now they hav before them the third great 
measure. Will they mutilate or reject that? If 
80, in my opinion, their doom will be sealed. 


OTHER INDICATIONS OF PROGRESS. 
Whatever tends to improve the condition of “the 
hewers of wood and drawers of water.” must be of 
interest to Freethinkers of all nations. Undoubtedly 
Secular legislation is now at the front in England, for 
every measure thatis passed in the House of Commons 
which has for its object the material improvement 
of the people, enables them the better to carry out 
the Secular philosophy of life. The government has 
decided to establish the eight hours system of work 
per day for every man and youth employed in the 
factories and workshops under the control of the 
war office. As the London Daily Chronicle ob- 
Serves : 

The social effects of the change are great, and they will 
be felt not simply among tle twenty thousand workmen 
who will immediately benefit by it without the loss of a 
single shilling in wage, but by the whole body of work- 
ingmen in this country, by the great Anglo-Saxon com- 
munities beyond the sea—in some of which the eight- 
hours day is already an almost sacred institution—and by 
every European country where the labor movement goes 
on. It is another concession to what are truly called. the 
rights of labor, the human right to rest, to the enjoyment 
of family life, to self-culture, to amusement, and to 
variety of social outlook. ! 

Furthermore, the government is pledged to in- 
iroduce three other bills in the interest of the 
laborer—a new factorie* bill, a quarries bill, and a 
miners bill—all intended mainly to giv additional 
security to the life and person of the workman. 
Tho advantages of secular education are not to be 
lost sight of. A new regulation of considerable 
importance has been issued under the new act of 
1893. Henceforth no child under eleven years of 
age will be allowed exemption from school attend- 
ance, whether partial or total, and all by-laws now 
in force in the districts which may provide for the 
school exemption of a child on his attaining the age 
of ten, or some lower age, will be construed and 


hav effect as if the minimum age of occupation 
were eleven ycars. Friends of educational progress 
will regard the change as a most beneficent step in 
advance. To prolong the school life by a whole 
year cannot but hav a lasting effect for good on the 
children. It is probably the most important educa- 
tional advance that has been made since Mr. Mun- 
della’s act of 1880. The vice-president of the com- 
mittee of council on education is also busy in sub- 
stituting the teaching of science in our public 
schools in lieu of the old theological notions which 
hav so long marred the instruction given to chil- 
dren. Already he has appointed twelve new 
inspectors of science and he is also seeing that the 
physical condition of the children is not impaired 
by unhealthy sckool-rooms. Thus the right kind of 
school-masters are taking the place of the one-idea 
clergyman, and the realities of this life are being 
deemed of greater importance than are speculations 
as to a future existence. This is a Secular triumph 
of which we, as Freethinkers, feel justly proud. 


. AN IMPENDING STRUGGLE. 

Of course it was not expected that the supporters 
of theological teachings would giv up their educa- 
tional control over the rising generation without a 
struggle. Hence, at the coming school-board elec- 
tion these pious gentlemen intend putting forth all 
their energies to defeat the friends of free secular 
education. The practical view taken of this matter 
by the Freethinkers in England is, that while we 
should allow every person to enjoy his religion, he 
should pay for it himself and not tax others to sup- 
port a mere personal conviction. The only true 
policy to be adopted in a public scheme of instruc- 
tion is that the children should be taught only that 
which is necessary to make them good and useful 
citizens. Moreover, the teachers should be con- 
sidered. Their duties are at present sufficiently 
onerous without imposing upon them the task of 
playing the part of amateur theologians experiment- 
ing on minds incapable of understanding the relig- 
ious puzzles involved in Bible teaching. A promi- 


nent churchman recently stated that if some way is. 


not speedily discovered out of the “religious diffi- 
culty” the “ultimate end will be in having no 
religious teaching at all. What we hav to fear in 


England to-day is not non-conformity, but Secular- 
ism.” 
for Parliament in Lincolnshire. 
truth in his remark, and I would suggest as a 


Thus spoke Mr. Torr, the recent candidate 
There is much 


means to get over the difficulty that the public 
schools should be utilized for secular training only, 
and that the inculcation of religion should be con- 
fined to the churches and, if it is thought desirable, 
to the home circles. The squabble at the coming 
election will be, whether the Bible shall be read 
without comment or be read and “ explained.” 
Strange that such difference there should be 
"T'wixt tweedledum and tweedledee. 


' A BLOW AT PRIESTLY DOMINATION. 

The Parish Councils bill, to which I hav. already 
referred, deals & heavy blow to the clergy and 
squires of the English rural districts, and it 
also largely increases the principle of'self-govern- 
mentin London. The old vestry system of Lon- 
don, at the head of which was the vicar of the 
parish, is to be swept away, and the vestries and 
the guardians will in future be placed under the 
control of the people of the metropolis. But the 
greatest check to clerical influence and aristocratic 
monopoly will be in the country districts. During 
the last three hundred years the poor folks in the 
villages hav been under the thumbs of the parson 
and of the squire. They were rot allowed to hav 
any more to do with their local affairs than if they 
were inhabitants of the Celestial empire, except to 
pay and bear the burdens of a cruel monopoly. All 
this will be changed when this bill becomes law, for 
the people will then be allowed to arrange the af- 
fairs of the parish wherein they reside. The bishops 
and the clergy are not only troubled at this change 
of rulers, but they dislike the idea of the poor hav- 
ing control of the money and of the charities which 
hitherto these servants of the Lord hav used at their 
own discretion. To take the management of these 
funds from the parson and the squire, and to ap- 
point laboring men to administer them, is consid- 
ered by churchmen as “a wicked and an infamous 
attempt at the spoliation of the church of God.” 
It is deemed by some of the orthodox party a dread- 
ful and an appalling thing that workingmen ghould 
be placed on a level with the minister of one who 
“had nowhere to lay his head.” The fact is, a con- 
tempt is growing in the mind of poor Hodge for 
his parson. The villagers were taught in their 
childhood to reverence their pastors and masters, 
to obey the king and all in authority under him, 
and for them now to claim to hav minds of their 
own, and to refuse to be led like lambs to the 


slaughter, is denounced as base ingratitude. How. 
ever, the knell of the downfall of priestly supremacy 
is sounded and a victory is at hand for the principles 
of true democracy. l 


CHILDREN AND THEIR “BETTERS.” 

Under the above heading the following letter ap- 
peared in the London Chronicle of January 19th. 
It illustrates the humiliating, degrading, and non- 
self-reliant manner in which children are trained 
who are under the influence of the country parson 
and squire: 

Miss Florence, Balgarnie, writes: ''In your issue of 
January 18th you describe as an ‘extremely fatuous piece 
of tomfoolery’ the remark made by a clergyman at the 
English Church Union in Birmingham, to the effect that 
in driving along the queen’s highway he knows by the 
difterence in demeanor of the children whether they are 
brought up in denominational or rate-supported schools. 
I venture to think, however, that the remark is not so 
‘fatuous’ as it appears, and I hav long ago come to the 
same conclusion, The child from the voluntary school 
may be recognized, especially in rural districts, by its 
obsequious behavior on the queen's highway to those it 
has been taught to call its * betters’—z. e., ‘the squire 
and his relations’—and distinguishes itself by standing 
still with open mouth to meke ‘bob curtsies’ to the 
‘gentry’as they roll by in their carriage. If the car- 
riage happens to be empty it matters not, the curtsy is 
made all the same to the outward and visible sign of 
wealth and patronage. Would that in every school which 
lays claim to state aid we might see written in letters of 
gold the words of Victor Hugo: ‘I bow only to genius— 
kneel only to goodness.’ ” 


SUCCESSFUL INTOLERANCE. 

Last year the legislature of Guernsey passed a 
bill on primary education which was to include the 
teaching of the doctrins of the Church of England 
under the direction of the rectors of the different 
parishes, and such schools were to be supported 
from the public taxes. The whole of the Non- 
comformists of the island resented such an affront 
to religious liberty and equality. Petitions against 
this injustice were unavailing, for bigotry was too 
strong in this instance for justice. The queen, by 
the advice of the council for conducting the affairs 
of the channel islands, has given her sanction to the 
bill in its entirety, and for the present injustice 
reigus. 

PROFESSOR TYNDALL AND CHRISTIAN MOCKERY, 

Professor Huxley pays a touching and sympa- 
thetic tribute to his late friend, Professor Tyndall, 
in the Nineteenth Century for last month. Some 
professed Christians were sadly disappointed that 
Tyndall in no way modified his Agnostic views be- 
fore he died. His friends, I regret to say, did not 
fail to perform a farce at his funeral; for they 
buried him in a churchyard and had the incon- 
sistency to hav the church burial service read over 
his body. Of course it could not harm the pro- 
fessor, but what of the clergyman in holy orders 
who was the principal aetor in the farce? He must 
hav known that nearly every word of that service, 
when applied to the great Agnostic, must hav been 
asham. The same thing was done with the illus- 
trious Darwin. It is too much the custom when 
Freethinkers die to bury them in “the sure and 
certain hope of a resurrection,” even while it is well 
known that during life they had no such hope. I 
regard such theological impertinence as & violation 
of common honesty and nothing less than a solemn 
mockery. ——-— | 
SUGGESTIV FACTS. 

During the past year the deaths of nineteen cler- 
gymen in England reveal the fact that their gross 
personality was valued at £1,152,530, which repre- 
sents nearly six million dollars. This is a good sum, 
divided among nineteen preachers of a gospel that 
makes poverty a test of perfection, and that pro- 
nounces riches the greatest impediment to enter- 
ing the kingdom of heaven. These followers of the 
“poor Galilean” evidently believed that “a bird in 
the hand is worth two in the bush.” The anomalies 
of the Church of England are like Sam Weller's 
knowledge of London, extensiv and peculiar. The 
bishop of Winchester recently prohibited his vicar 
taking partin a united communion at a Presbyterian 
church, upon the ground that it would be contrary 
to church laws. The vicar retaliated by reminding 
his lordship that he patronized those who performed 
mass for the dead, which was also against his 
church law. Hence the vicar is unable to see “ the 
equity of interfering with his Christian liberty.” 
But he does not bear in mind the distinction drawn 
by Shakspere—namely, ** What in the captain is but 
a choleric word, is in the mouth of the corporal blas- 
phemy.” It is no new thing for bishops to preach 
one thing and to practice another. They seldom 
do unto others what they would that others should 
do unto them. There is now in preparation a cat- 
alog of the British Museum. Part I. has just ap- 
peared, from which we learn that the museum con- 
tains only one edition of the whole Bible in the twa 
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original languages of Hebrew and Greek, and that 
this edition is the one published at Leipsic in 1741 
by Michaelis. This will be rather startling infor- 
mation for some of our English Bible idolaters. 


TWO REVEREND CHARACTERS. 

A great fluttering goes on in clerical circles in 
this country whenever the Rev. Charles Gore is an- 
nounced to add anything to his “Lux Mundi.” 
The ex-librarian of Pusey House is & vicar and a 
high churchman, and for some time he has been en- 
deavoring to engraft the metaphysics of Hegel upon 
the creed of the Church of England. In his forth- 
coming addition to the above-mentioned work he 
intends to explain and to justify the position that 
he has taken in this matter. When the book ap- 
pears the controversial pens will make the ink fly, 
as five other “eminent men” hav joined Mr. Gore 
in his new high-church constellation. Another rev- 
erend gentleman of a very different school has just 
caused some excitement in theological circles. This 
is the notorious Dr. Parker, of the City Temple of 
London, who is not at all backward in resorting to 
peculiar expedients to advertise himself. His 
latest novelty is to challenge the bishop of London 
to occupy the Temple pulpit, and to state the case 
of the national church; while he, Dr. Parker, is to 
be allowed St. Paul’s Cathedral wherein to state the 
claims of nonconformity. What this means or why 
this challenge was given, is not explained. But the 
doctor says it must be a “debate,” and the first 
who makes an offensiv personal remark shall retire. 
This is certainly a unique idea of debate, with only 
one disputant at each session, and the subjects to 
be dealt with so totally different, as conformity and 
nonconformity undoubtedly are. The two dis- 
courses may be termed lectures, but to designate 
them “debate” is like the peace of God—it passeth 
all understanding. 

. THE UNITARIAN LUX MUNDI. 

The Anglican party hav issued their Lux Mundi, 
. which was followed by the Dissenters’ “Faith and 
Criticism,” and now we hav the Unitarians’ mani- 
festo in a work called “Religion and Modern 
Thought.” This is indeed a period of literary ac- 
tivity in the theological world. Explanation and 
defense are found necessary, in order that Chris- 
tianity may retain the professed adherence of any 
portion of the thinking public. These pious mani- 
festos are very amusing to the disinterested ob- 
server. First, the Pope issues his claims, then the 
Protestant Church of England comes with its expo- 
sition; this is followed by the dissenting statement 
of Christian principles, and lastly comes the Unita- 
rian elucidation of the “true faith.” Be it observed, 
they each differ widely from all the others as to 
what is to be understood by Christianity. It is 
clear that competition is not confined to commercial 
pursuits. It is singular, however, that the Unita- 
rians should be the last in the field of criticism to 
which in times past their leading men devoted so 
much of their time. In the work just issued, evo- 
lution is regarded as the means employed by God 
to unfold “ his own power and glory.” Then we are 
told that the Unitarians “brush away all miracles 
from the Bible, treating even the resurrection of 
Jesus asa legend." It appears that Wnitarianism 
is losing ground in its old home, Boston, Mass. 
We hav always thought that this phase of the Chris- 
tian faith was too indefinit to catch hold of the 
masses. 

DEATH OF A FREETHOUGHT VETERAN. 

Many English Freethinkers who are in the United 
States and Canada will probably remember Mr. J. 
P. Adams, who thirty years ago was the principal 
manager of Freethought propaganda in London. 
Death has recently closed his career, which was a 
most valuable one to the Secular cause. He was a 
thorough Atheist and a deadly opponent of all 
phases of theology. At the period named he was a 
regular contributor to the National Reformer, and 
he was never happier than when working to promote 
the cause of Freethought. For the last few years 
age and physical infirmity rendered it imperativ for 
him to retire from activ life. When living, he was 
respected by all who knew him, and now he is dead 
his memory will be revered by his many friends on 
both sides of the Atlantic. 

THE CONVERTED ATHEIST SHOEMAKER. 

The Freethinkers of England are just now in the 
midst of considerable excitement in consequence of 
a certain action that Mr. George Jacob Holyoake 
has recently taken in reference to this well-known 
case. The facts briefly are these: Some years ago 
the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, a Methodist minister 
of some notoriety, published a story that he had 
converted an Atheist who was a popular speaker on 
the Secular platform in this country. The real 


name of the alleged convert was not given, and as 
the Freetbinkers here knew of no such departure 
from their ranks, Mr. Bradlaugh, who was then 
president of the National Secular Society, wrote to 
the reverend gentleman for the name of the convert, 
and also for particulars of his conversion. But 
neither the one nor the other was given. This 
occurred in the summer of 1889, and as time went 
on no information of this said conversion could be 
obtained, despite the fact that repeated efforts were 
made to secure it. Then Mr. G. W. Foote wrote a 
severe criticism upon the story (which he emphatic- 
ally denied), under the title of “A Lie in Five Chap- 
ters.” So the matter stood until recently, when an 
arrangement was made between the Rev. H. P. 
Hughes and Mr. George Jacob Holyoake that the 
latter gentleman should investigate the case and 
publish the result. This has been done, and the 
Methodist Times for January 18th hag a full re- 
port of Mr. Holyoake’s “investigation,” with his 
portrait. This was considered a trump card for the 
Methodist paper and for orthodox Christians in 
general; the more so when Mr. Holyoake asserts: 
“I do not doubt the substantial truth” of Mr. 
Hughes’s statement. Mr. Foote, in the Freethinker 
of January 21st, also publishes the report of the in- 
vestigation, and his reply thereto. The president 
of , the National Secular Society still adheres to his 
original charge against Mr. Hughes, and denies 
that the investigation was a fair and reliable one. 
For instance, he was not made aware of what was 
going on, and moreover the name of the “ con- 
verted ” man is not even now made public. Apart 


from Mr. Holyoake, none of us know more than we 


did before he undertook his task of inquiry. At 
the time of my writing the case is in a very unsatis- 
factory state. It will not, I presume, rest where it 
is, and in my next * Notes" I hope to be in a posi- 
tion to state that the facts, one way or the other, 
hav been discovered. Although I entertain a pro- 


found admiration for Mr. Holyoake, I am at a loss. 


to conceive what induced him to associate himself 
with our opponents in the matter without consult- 
ing with Mr. Foote, who certainly should hav had 
his representativ present at the investigation. Af- 
ter reading all that Mr. Holyoake has published 
upon the subject, I am‘of opinion that Mr. Foote 
was right in doubting the accuracy of the story and 
in demanding proofs of the allegations made. But 
what is done is done, and the best way to settle the 
whole matter is to hav a complete investigation, and 
let the name of the heroic Atheist (?).be told to 
three gentlemen of our party, in confidence, if nec- 
essary. Of course Iin no way impugn my friend 
Holyoake’s veracity ; but, as he admits he is not in- 
fallible, his judgment may be defectiv, particularly 
when it was exercised under the peculiar circum- 
stances of this one-sided inquiry. Inasmuch as 
thousands of persons are interested in the truth or 
otherwise of the story, I contend that more than 
one person should be informed of all that is to be 
known in reference thereto. Cuartes Warts. 


—— *— 


A Word With Mr. Perry. 


Mr. Perry, I want to talk about spirits and Spir- 
itualism, concerning which I know nothing. You 
know all; you are the teacher, I am the learner. 
You know all, and are positiv; I know nothing, 
but am inquisitiv. I can reason only from analogy; 
you claim to reason from facts. You say of Mr. 
Wettstein: “If he had made half the effort to ob- 
tain and observe some of the facts and evidences of 
the reality of spirit which he has made to oppose 
it,” ete. 

I never had an opportunity to investigate Spirit- 
ualism, and I frankly say so. But I am taking the 
most direct means open to me to do so, by asking a 
man who knows all about it to instruct me. To 
my mind, with the information which I hav been 
able to gather, spirits seem as impossible as gods, 
ghosts, devils, and witches. Ihav read a great deal 
about Spiritualism. Men say that it is true and a 
reality But if we should take all that is said as 
truth, without exercising our reason, where would 
we beled? We should be compelled to believe in 
the six days of creation. We should believe in the 
inspiration of a dozen or twenty so-called inspired 
books, in gods begetting other gods, immaculate 
conceptions, the rib story, the snake, the Samson 
story, the flood story, the Jonah story, and a thou- 
sand other stories which outrage science and sense. 
Even the law of gravitation would be in question, 
for it is told that men hav gone up from the earth 
bedily. Thus we see the danger of trusting to 
what others say without proof, and without using 
our reason and senses. 

You convey the idea that you hav evidence that 
death does not “end all.” To my mind there is no 
such evidence. Will you tell me how it is pessible 
for a mind to exist without a physical organization 


and a nerve system? In other words, tell me where 
I can find a mind disconnected with animal life. 
Will you please tell me how it is possible for a 
brainless skull to think? How a dead eye can see? 
Will you explain how one ean feel when there is no 
nerve to convey the sense of feeling to the brain? 
What kind of man would remain if deprived of the 
sense of feeling, tasting, smelling, seeing, and 
hearing? He would not know as much as a jelly-. 
fish. There would be nothing to enjoy, nothing to 
suffer. For Webster defines death as the total and 
permanent cessation of all the vital funotions. 
Will you tell me how a dead man can speak, see, 
hear, stand, or perform any act, either mental or 
physical, or enjoy or suffer anything ? 

But you reply that there is a soul, a spirit, or a 
something, which passes out of a man at death and 
which can exercise these functions. Willyou please 
explain to me how death can be total ard at the 
same time only partial? Tell me what this soul, 
spirit, or something is, that I may get an idea of it. 
If it is something it must hav length, breadth, 
depth, and ponderability; tell me how much it 
measures, put it on the scales and tell me how 
much it weighs. I may convey to your mind the 
scent of a flower you never saw, by telling you that 
it smells like the rose. You tell me what this soul, 
spirit, ghost,.or what-not smells like. Tell me how 
I can hear it, see it, feel it, or get some tangible 
idea of it through my senses. Put something into 
an envelope, which has neither weight, length, 
breadth, nor thickness, which ean neither be felt, 
tasted, emelt, seen, nor heard, and send it tome. I 
want to find out what that envelope will contain. 
If my mind is so obtuse that I cannot understand, 
I want to know the fact. But to me the difficulty 
seems to lie in trying to describe something which 
does not exist. You try to imitate a noise which 
you never heard, or to desoribe something which 
you never saw, and you will begin to realize where 
the difficulty lies. So it seems to me, but I do not 
know. 

I hav read of Indians appearing in full nativ cos- 
tume—with bows, arrows, tomasha wks, and scalping- 
knives. I hav read of their being adorned with 
feathers, scalps, teeth, claws, bones, beads, and 
shells, and that the rattle of the shells and bones 
and beads could be distinctly heard. 

Do these Indians at first appear in a nuJe state, 
or do they appear in full dress, with feathers, toma- 
hawks, shells, bones, and beads, all complete? Are 
the bones, beads, eto., real bones and beads, or are 
they spiritual? If spiritual, what was it that died 
to furnish souls or spirits for them? Then what 
becomes of them? Do they dematerialize when 
the Indians vanish? I should think it would put 
nature to her very best effort to dematerialize a 
flint arrowhead or àa tomahawk made of iron and 
steel. I hav heard of spirits appearing with rich 
jewelry and costly diamonds, which are considered 
next to imperishable. Suppose a person should 
capture one of the diamonds, would it melt in his 
hand, or would it remain a diamond? I heard Jay 
Chaapel, a Spiritualist of some note, tell of seeing 
a spirit with a brilliant diamond breast-pin. I asked 
him whether it was a real diamond or a spiritual 
one. He said it was & real diamond. Now, where 
did that diamond go? 

You say “Spiritualism is founded on the evidence 
of our senses.” Nowcan you not so present the 
facts of Spi itualism as to do away with these 
seeming impossibilities, and make them evident to 
my senses? You say of a table that “ig did such 
things as standing on its two legs, rapping a cer- 
tain number of times, and so on as desired. The 
same was tested by others in the party, to the en- 
tire satisfaction of everyone present. It is a rea- 
sonable thing to believe that it was what it pur- 
ported to be, viz , spirits.” 

Now let us compare this kind of evidence with the 
evidence in regard to witcheraft. How long ago is 
it since men of undoubted veracity stood up'in open 
court and in the most solemn manner swore to 
things which we know were impossible? And that 
evidence was not only “to the satisfaction of every 
one present,” but to a grave judge and what was 
considered an impartial jury. 

How do you know that the table was made to 
perform those evolutions through the agency of 
spirits? Not long ago I was reading of n young 
man who had the power of making a table perform 
according to his will, but finally the power departed 
from him. An electrician got him into his office 
and pumped him full of electricity, and behold! he 
could operate the table as well as ever. Now, as 
“it is impossible to show what matter cannot do,” 
how do you know that the table was not moved by 
electricity instead of spirits? Ido not ask these 
questions to bother you or to corner you, but ask 
them in the same spirit that a pupil asks ques- 
tiong of his teacher. 
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Is it not a fact that a modicum of faith is required 
to make Spiritualism a success? You know that 
faith is the chief stock in trade among Christians. 
Without it they could do nothing—with it they 
can remove mountains.. And it may be possible 
that a doubting Infidel; one who takes nothing on 
trust; one who investigates; one who requires evi- 
dence, not “faith ” of things unseen, can never be 
able to understand the mysteries of Spiritualism. 

Naples, N. Y. : Joss Peor. 


News and Notes. 


Franklin Steiner arrived in Chicago on Saturday, 
and we spent the day in visiting together. We first 
called on Mrs. Freeman, the secretary of the Ameri- 
can Secular Union, who has just recovered from a 
severe sickness, but keeps at her post, and the work 
goes on. Then we went down to E. P. Peacock’s 
establishment and had a pleasant chat withhim. He 
has just been getting out some Freethought leaf- 
lets, and they are circulating among the enemy 
with great effect. Mr. Peacock is a tower of 
strength to the Liberal cause in Chicago. He is 
generous in the use of his money, and occasionally 
he sets a gunpowder train for orthodoxy which does 
a deal of execution. Just now they are trying to 
put the Bible into the schools of Chicago, and are 
making a house-to-house visitation to effect this 
purpose. But Peacock is preparing his ammuni- 
tion, and the orthodox propaganda will hav a 
* gurprise party " one of these days. 

Saturday evening we spent at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Geo. L. Robertson, with other friends, 
and as usual there was a delightful reunion. How- 
ever, we missed Mr. and Mrs. Stevens, who are now 
away on a trip to Ohio. 

Sunday morning Steiner, Reichwald, and myself 
went to hear Mangasarian. His subject was: 
“Thomas Paine ina New Light.” Now I did ex- 
pect to hear something good from Mangasarian. 
He is an eloquent speaker, evidently a scholar and 
a gentleman, and well furnished with ideas and 
gifted with language. I must confess, however, 
that I was greatly disappointed in the tone of his 
lecture. It was quite orthodoxical, transcendental, 
mystical, goody-goody, namby-pamby. It was milk 
for babes all over. It wouldn’t do for a stalwart 
Liberal. He damned Paine with faint praise. He 
acknowledged the greatness of Paine, but did it 
with poor grace; and, although he said they had 
nothing to do with his subject, he mentioned the 
scandals about Paine, his quarrel with Washington, 
etc. He didn’t say that any of these things were 
true or false, right or wrong, but he stated them as 
matters of curiosity, like old women’s gossip. As 
to giving any “new light” on Paine, he did noth- 
ing of the sort. He simply used Paine as a gate- 
way to a discussion of the value of the Bible. 
The Bible in the light of ethical culture was really 
the subject of his discourse, and on this subject he 
advanced nothing novel. It was simply a rehash of 
that transcendental vice of trying to find the “ soul 
of good in things evil"—to my mind one of the 
most foolish things a man can waste his time upon. 
Of course, according to Mangasarian, there is a 
« soul of good” in the cyclone, the earthquake, fire 
and flood and pestilence. There is a “soul of 
good” in rattlesnakes and wolves and spiders and 
fleas. There is a “soul of good” in murder, lying, 
robbery, rape, and all the rest of the evils that 
throng the world. . 

Mangasarian didn't like Paine’s method. There 
was too much fight and vigor in it. It was too 
destructiv. Paine tried to find the error mingled 
with the truth. “ Don’t do that,” says the preacher, 
“but try to find the truth in the error.” Now I 

‘consider that any man who discovers an error and 
crushes it is a benefactor to his race. This process 
of trying to find the truth in error is one of marvel- 
ous ingenuity, but quite barren of results, for there 
can be no truth in error, nor can there be any error 
in truth.. This is simply a play upon words. It 
befogs the mind. It confounds and confuses. Now 
what the world wants is analysis and distinction, 
clearness of thought and preciseness of definition. 
But Mangasarian mixes things, and creates a great 

intellectual blur. : 

How he tried to put some sense into the story of 
the Garden of Eden! He said the man who wrote 
that had far greater wisdom than Paine, who criti- 
cised it. It was a solution of the problem of evil. 
sAnd what,” says Mansarian, “is the origin of 
evil?" He answers, *the desire for knowledge." 
Now this is manifestly wreng, for evil, as we under- 
Stand it, existed millions of years before man came 
into existence. Death is an evil, but desire for 
knowledge does not make it. Nor does this desire 
make all the evil in man himself. The desire for 
knowledge makes man suffer more, because it makes 
him see the evil and feel it more keenly, but the 
evil is in the world before the desire. Desire only 


discovers evil. Again, says Mangasarian, “The doc- 
trin of the atonement is right, for,” says he, “we 
see this vicarious sacrifice in the mother’s love, in 
the martyr’s devotion to principle.” If this is so, 
the fact that a mother suffers for her child, or a 
martyr dies for truth, is an evil, an injustice. But 
it is a confusion of facts and ideas to say that this 
suffering of a mother or a martyr is anything like 
the orthodox “atonement.” According to that doc- 
trin, Jesus suffers the penalty in the place of the 
sinner, and the sinner by faith in Jesus escapes 
the penalty. Now this is simply and absolutely 
wrong, and no legerdemain of words can make it 
otherwise. This method of interpreting the Bible 
and its doctrins is, I think, immoral. It is intel- 
lectual magic and sorcery. It bewilders the mind. 
Let us hav the plain common sense of Thomas 
Paine, and call things by their right names. What 
is the use of trying to put into the Bible a modern 
philosophy that its writers never thought of? They 
said what they meant, and it is no use to try to 
transform their leaden views into golden visions. 

Mangasarian said he attended the Paine meeting, 
and he took up a copy of the “Old Testament 
Illustrated," and he was horrified. ‘Too bad, too 
bad,” he said, “to make the dear old Bible look 
like that. Why, I would rather,” he continued, 
“bow down before the Bible in savage ignorance 
and worship it as a fetich than to thus ridicule its 
sacred pages.” 

Well, if this is “ethical culture” I don’t accept 
it. I say stick to the truth. The old homely say- 
ing is, * You can’t make a silk purse out of a sow's 
ear.” That is my philosophy. A sow’s ear is a 
sow's ear, and all the ethical culture in the world 
can’t make it anything else. This is a disagreeable 
truth, no doubt; but how ean we help it? 

Mangasarian was surprised to think that modern 
Freethinkers, who are mainly Agnostics and Athe- 
ists, should glory in Thomas Paine, who was a 
Deist, and who passionately denounced Atheism. 
Mangasarian does not seem to understand that 
Freethought is fundamentally a method, and not a 
result. Mangasarian himself attacked the method 
of Paine; and it is that; method and not Paine’s be- 
lief that ranks him with the world's great Free- 
thinkers and Infidels. It was the method, first of 
all, of intellectual honesty, of acknowledging facts. 
It is the method of plain speaking and plain writing. 

One of the unfair flings of Mangasarian was that 
he spoke of “the slovenly scholarship” of the “Age 
of Reason,” and he justified this phrase, “slovenly 
scholarship,” by Paine’s admission that he had no 
books to consult, not even the Bible itself, when he 
wrote the work. A “slovenly” scholar is one who 
has opportunities to use books and does not. Paine 
had no choice. He couldn’t get the books. He had 
to trust to memory. Is that slovenliness? Did he 
make mistakes in either reasoning or facts? Point 
them out. When Paine afterwards consulted the 
Bible he found his references correct. Is that evi- 
dence of “slovenly scholarship?” It is evidence 
of great memory, accurate reading, and careful 
thought. Paine was not a scholar like Erasmus, or 
Strauss, or Renan, but he was just as good a 
scholar as any of his opponents, and just as good a 
scholar as Channing or Parker. Paine was a man 
of wonderful information, and no living theologian 
or philosopher of his time could hay written so ac- 
curate a criticism of the Bible under the same cir- 
cumstances as Paine did. Mangasarian said that 
if Paine had lived in times of peace he would never 
hav been heard of. Does not Mangasarian know 
that Paine invented the first iron bridge? Why, if 
Paine had lived in times of peace his name would 
hav been illustrious in the world of invention. He 
would hav shone at the World’s Fair amidst its 
mighty machineries. Paine was not a creature of 
circumstance; he was a great original force. 

I did not think that Mangasarian would so falsify 
the record ; that he would giv such a childish dis- 
course about this great man, and show such a want 
of appreciation. It shows the limits of his ereed 
and culture. He can nobly understand and ap- 
preciate & Buddha, a Goethe, an Emerson; but 
when he comes to a man like Paine or Ingersoll he 
is beyond his clear vision. He cannot see them as 
they are. They are shadows to him. He does not 
behold in nature’s breadth their real grandeur and 
nobleness. 

When Mangasarian does a good thing I will giv 
him credit; but when he does a poor thing and a 
bad thing, as he did in this discourse on Paine, I 
shall go for him. He deserves to be severely 
handled. : . 

Well, in the evening I listened to Franklin 
Steiner on “Secularism and Christianity,” and here 
was a discourse worth listening to. It was the re- 
sult of thought, and was stimulating. I hav high 
hopes of Steiner. He is an earnest student, and he 


I has the oratorical faculty. First, in the construe- 


tion of his lectures; they are real lectures. They 
are not talks or exhortations, or a string of bright 
thoughts merely. There is a well-developed argu- 
ment, a logical process from beginning to end, and 
a progress of ideas. Secondly, in the manner of 
delivery, which is animated, persuasiv, and interest- 
ing. He speaks freely and forcibly. . If he does 
not falter by the way, he will become one of the 
ablest lecturers in the field. 

Mrs. Ames presided, and it is a good sign for the 
Chicago Union that women afe thus at the front 
and show their sympathy and earnestness for Free- 
thought. The Union progresses, notwithstanding 
the hard times. Ithas good audiences and pays its 
way, and that shows Vitality and determination, 
Among its lectürers to come are General Trumbull 
and H. C. Bennett and others of the leading men of 
the city. The Union goes ahead, like Thomas 
Paine, into the forest and cuts down the trees and 
lets in the sunlight. SamosL P. Pornam. 


Sparks from the Lecture Field. 


Since my advent into sunny Kansas, and more 
especially the city of Wichita, I hav met with sig- 
nal success in my lectures. I am able to report 
many new additions to our cause and the member- 
ship of the Federation will increase. I hav held a 
series of weekly meetings, lecturing every Sunday 
night in Wichita, and now I hav several other ap- 
pointments in the vicinity, with an occasional trip 
into the territory of Oklahoma. 

Wichita is full of excitement on religious topics. 
The preachers are driven to every expedient possible 
in a vain endeavor to keep the lambs within the 
fold, and away from my lectures. But my audiences 
hay steadily increased from the first, and our Paine 
celebration held on January 29th capped the climax. 
There were nearly six hundred people present and 
two hundred had to be content with a place to 
stand. 

The program consisted of music rendered by 
Professor Blume and Mrs. Sandford. Their selec- 
tions were received with enthusiastic applause and ` 
encored. Isis B. Martin recited admirably Thomas 
Paine's poem, “The Converted Jew.” Mr. J. H. 
Purdy, another enthusiastic Liberal, gave a read- 
ing of the poem, “The Statue of Liberty and 
Thomas Paine.” The program was enlivened by two 
good readings by G. W. Collings, editor of the 
Kansas Leader, a journal of Freethought and re- 
form. Between these numbers I gave an oration 
on Thomas Paine, dealing with his religious and 
political work, and showing the services he rendered 
to America in her memorable fight for independ- 
ence. The facts I gave were a revelation to many 
present, for there were several orthodox Christians 
in the audience, and the effect of this celebration 
wil be that in Wichita many people will hold more 
kindly feelings toward Paine's memory than they 
hav done in the past. 

This was & splendid triumph for Freethought. 
Many of our friends came from points miles away, 
and J. L. Cooper returned io Wichita from El 
Reno, Ok.—a distance of one hundred and sixty 
miles—purposely to join in this Paine celebration. 
It was the first of its kind ever held in these parts, 
and by it the bed-rock of orthodox Christianity has 
been moved. 

One old Scotch Presbyterian, a preacher of the 
hell-fire order, whose breath emits a sulphuróus 
odor whenever he givs a sermon, thought well to 
allude to our celebration in his church the following 
Sunday. He abused Paine, and abused those who 
had participated in the celebration. This reverend 
shepherd told his flock of sheep, whom he fleeces 
every year to the tune of several thousand dollars, 
that “he had in his possession a letter, purporting 
to hav been written by a girl who had visited Paine 
on his death-bed, and wherein she declared that she 
had heard Paine calling on the name of Jesus for 
help, mingling his cries for mercy with groans, 
curses, and vile epithets.” I will giv him one huri- 
dred dollars, poor as I am, for a copy of that letter, 


‘with a chance to see the original, together with 


proofs of ils authenticity and genuinness. Now, sir, 


| be a man, produce the letter, or else, by silence, ac- 


knowledge yourself guilty of wilful falsehood. 

his same preacher, by the way, is a worthy dis- 
ciple of his pretended master. Christ whipped the 
money-changers out of the temple, after telling his: 
hearers to “love their enemies,” and this professional’ 
juggler laid his polluting hands upon our old: 
friend Zopher Tuttle, although the latter, whose. 
white hair should command respect, had passed: 
seventy-six years. Mr. Tuttle had simply called on 
him for information concerning: the residence of’ 
another gentleman of the cloth. He drew the old: 
man into an argument, and because he was beaten: 
in the encounter, this man of God siezed the vener-- 
able Mr. Tuttle by the coat collar, and clenching his- 
fist put it under his nose, remarking at the time: 
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«You old Infidel, you ought to be ashamed of 
yourself. My God does not require me to fight for 
him, or else I would do it, and thrust you out of 
my house.” mE 

I had challenged the Ministerial Alliance to a 
debate, but they preferred not. I then received a 
challenge from some obscure lady who was willin 
to maintain, against my assaults, that “the Bible 
is essentially true, and its God the true God.” 
Who was she? Nobody knew, except a few who 
knew that she belonged to some church. Practi- 
cally speaking, the people of Wichita knew nothing 
about her, and I knew less. I demanded then that 
she should receive the indorsement of the Minis- 
terial Alliance before debating with her. Or failing 
that, one of the preachers should meet me, or all 
could debate with me in turn. Some local scribe 
attached to the Hagle thought fit to try to force 
me into a debate with any obscure individual who 
may challenge me, and he even went so far as to 
claim for her a negativ victory over me. But as I 
had first challenged them, and as they would 
neither indorse her, nor stand up on their own ac- 
count, I claimed, on the same grounds, a negativ 

“victory over them.all. 

With the valuable help of the local Freethinkers 
we are making good headway, gaining ground rap- 
idly. I hav engagements to lecture in several parts 
of Kansas, and at El Reno, Oklahoma. My work 
here will terminate at the end of March, when I 
shall return Hast. I hope to get a goodly number 

"== Of lecture appointments between Kansas and Mas- 
sachusetts. Friends desiring lectures between here 
and the East, during the months of April, May, and 
June, may address at once at Wichita, Kan., or at 
the headquarters of the Federation in Chicago. All 
mail matter will be promptly forwarded to me from 
each place, so as to cause no delays. : 

MEE Joun R. CHARLESWORTH. 


Observations. 


The annual exhibit of the Westminster Kennel 
Club opened at Madison Square Garden, New York, 


on Tuesday of this week, and the World publishes: 


the pictures and the names of the men and women 
connected with the show, none of which persons 
were ever heard of before. It seems to me that 
. fame is cheap when a man is distinguished by the 
dogs -he owns. 

I hav three communications from California 
people respecting the Midwinter Fair now open at 
San Francisco; also a newspaper article written in 
a frank spirit. One communication is from a mer- 
chant, who says that the city is full of footpads and 
tramps, and starving men, women, and children. 
As a conservativ business man he is preparing for 
duller and more desperate times than ever, which, 
he predicts, will mark the period following the clos- 
ing of the Fair. The second communication is 
written by a railroad man, a level-headed and trust- 
worthy person. It contains the statement that the 
projectors of the Fair “hav bitten off more than 
they can swallow.” The third one expresses the 
opinion of an observing young woman who has 
traveled extensivly, said opinion being that the 
show is a bold advertising scheme, so worked that 
the patron instead of the advertiser pays the ex- 
pense. It costs almost as much to see the foreign 
curiosities as it would to visit the countries where 
' they are produced. Fifty cents is charged for admis- 
sion to exhibits dear at a quarter; twenty-five cents 
to those worth a dime, and ten cents to others not 
worth anything. The departments are so ar- 
ranged, one within another, that the visitor must 
spend the last nickel out of a ten-dollar piece before 
he gets to the core of the thing. The newspaper 
article, which I hav just referred to as written in a 
frank spirit, speaks of the exhibition as “the Mid- 
winter Fake.” 

A DRY ESSAY ON MATRIMONY. 

The institution of matrimony assumes so many 
different forms nowadays, that to simply say a per- 
son is married does not mean all that it once did. 
As far back in the history of conjugal life as the 
records of the divorce courts go, we find that mar- 
riage meant the possession of the man by the 
woman for a short and insane period preceding the 
wedding, and the possession of the woman by the 
man thereafter. He professed to be her slave just 
Jong enough to induce her to become his in fact. 
She promised to obey him, which was a definit ar- 
rangement, while he got off with a pledge to do 
something expressed by the vague term “cherish.” 
It was not an equitable adjustment of differences, 
and the man must hav known it all the time, though 
he said nothing; but the women hav only recently 
discovered the fraud. The quickened female per- 
ception is now producing results, and in three prin- 
cipal cities of the American union there are indica- 
tions of departure from the historical system. In 
Brooklyn, Ñ. Y., just a few days ago a young lady 
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who was led to the altar by the male individual that 
had for some time professed to be her enamored 
slave, requested the officiating person to omit the 
word obey from the marriage obligation. The re- 
port of the proceedings does not say that his re- 
quest was granted, but the protest against an ab- 
surd form is on record; and perhaps the day is not 
far distant when women will marry men without 
aag any more promises than they intend to 
eep. 

The second divergence to which I wish to al- 
lude has occurred in Boston, and I shall hav to 
study the subject more deeply than I hav yet done 
before I shall be prepared to say that it is a desira- 
ble one. The new style of Boston marriage is de- 
scribed as a sympathetic union of two women who 
hav not been able to make agreeable matches with 
persons of the opposit sex or with members of the 
clerical profession. How many such marriages hav 
been made, or consummated, as the term is, the 
papers do not state, but the prospectus is out and 
women as eminent as Susan Channing and Edna 
D. Cheney hav advocated and defended the habit. 
Whatever may be said against such consortments, 
certainly it is the business of nobody but the con- 
tracting parties, for we may safely say that women old 
enough to hav given up all hope of marrying & man 
hav reached the age of discretion at least. Prob- 
ably if the Boston system of sympathetic unions 
were traced to its beginning, it would be found to 
hav its root in economy; for the New England 
women are proverbially spare of figure, and no ob- 
servant person who views one of them can fail to 
remark the wasteful vacancy of surrounding space. 
Some attempts at adjustment. hav been made by 
the introduction of the three-quarter bed and single 
pillow, but the disparity still exists. In the absence 
of anything more satisfactory, then, there is no 
reason why one expectant and another blushing old 
maid should not enter into the relation here dis- 
cussed. But what poet would hav the courage 
to write their epithalamium ? 


Philadelphia, it seems to me, is far in advance of 


either Brooklyn or Boston in the matter of chaste 
unions; for while the Brooklyn method leaves out 
the obligation of obedience, and the Boston mar- 
riage is based on sympathy, the Philadelphia union 


is & purely spiritual one. No ante-nuptial promises 


are exacted from the bride, and the groom has no 
strings on him whatsoever. Again, there is a 
chance that the Brooklyn system may be undesira- 


bly fruitful, and the Boston innovation is hopelessly 
lacking in completeness for an opposit reason; but 


the Philadelphia marriage, with the danse du ventre 


as its outward and visible sign, contains more pos- 


sibilities than a busy person can find time to specu- 


late upon. 


Thus when our current matrimonial market has 


been closed, and the offenses of all who hav bar- 
gained thereat hav been granted pardon and ob- 
livion, the future—by the grace of the Brooklyn 
girl, the Boston old maids, and Miss Craddock— 
will still contain mischief for the human race. 


In the Century for February, Mr. Washington 
Gladden, a minister, tells how a short time ago he 
was called upon to preach the funeral sermon of a 
man called Land-Bill Allen. This Allen, who died 


in an Ohio poorhouse, was reported to hav been 


the author of the Land bill or Homestead act, under 
which the United States government has been do- 
nating land to settlers for many years past. When 
Gladden set about gathering up material for his dis- 
course upon the achievements of the deceased, he 
found out that Allen never had anything to do 
with getting up the bill He further discovered 
that beyond some incoherent talking, and some 
more incoherent writing that was never printed, 
Allen had never done anything for the land bill at 
all. Yet Allen left documents in his own hand- 
writing asserting his authorship of the measure, and 
a few months before his death he stated to the re- 
porters, with an unblushing front, that his bill 
passed Congress in 1863. His literary remains show 
that he was & crank and a deliberate liar, but he had 
stuck to his falsehood so well and repeated it so 
often, that. finally people believed it, and his body 
lay in state for a day under the dome of the capital 
of Ohio. Furthermore, subscription papers were 
circulated for funds to build Allen a monument, 
thus reversing the proverb that a prophet is with 
out honor in his own country. Allen was a genuin 
prophet—that is, nothing that he said was true. 
Perhaps there are other places in the United 
States besides Ohio that hav local originators of 
the Land bill. The last time I was in Maine I heard 
people sixty or seventy years of age relate that they 
had seen or heard of Jeremiah Hacker when they 
were children. They called him Uncle Jerry. In 
Aroostook county, two of my aged relativs, both set- 
tlers, appeared to believe implicitly that they owed 


their farms to the efforts of Uncle Jerry. The first 
Homestead bill was introduced into Congress in 
1814. 


About twenty years ago a little group of gray- 


haired men gathered every month or so in the fruit- 
store of Henry Beeny, at the' corner of Fourth 
avenue and Twenty-fifth street, New York. I re- 
call the names of Evans, Ingalls, Devyr, Rowe, 
West, and Masquerier es of this remnant of the 
Free Soil party, whose platform in 1848 is said to 
hav embodied the homestead idea. 
longer meets, and Mr. Beeny’s fruitstore has disap- 
peared. A true history of the Land Reform move- 
ment might perhaps correct as many mistakes as 
are discovered by research in other directions. 


The group no 


A circular is received from Horace G. Knapp, 


secretary of the General Union Temperance Com- 
mittee, inclosing a petition to the New York legis- 
lature for “ the removal of Political Caucuses from 
saloons.” 
Knapp will inform me how a state legislature has 


The object is not a bad one, and if Mr. 


acquired the right to control caucuses, I will head 


& petition and circulate it among the infants of my 


Bible class. I willalso sign another petition to the 
legislature for the removal of political caucuses 
from church vestries. I would sign both petitions 
as a matter of accommodation, and not for the rea- 
son that my signature to them would be productiv 
of harm. The saloon in politics, or politics in the 
saloon, has a bad sound; but no legislation origi- 
nating in saloons is half as potent for evil as that 
which originates in the church. The saloon men 
hav not asked that their property be exempt from 
taxation, nor do they demand that all other places 
of business except their own be closed by law on 
one day out of seven. A cursory glance at the 
temporary effects of liquor selling might giv one 
the impression that the saloon is a greater evil than 
the church, but historically and permanently it is 
not. Neither is the saloon politician—carelessly 
oblivious of other people’s business so long as he is 
permitted to follow his own undisturbed—as dan- 
gerous as the church politician, who conceives him- 
self to be the custodian of his neighbor’s morals and 
the regulator of his habits. 

As for the caucus, it is the very fountain-head of 
popular government; it is before the legislature, 
and not responsible to it. That Secretary Knapp 
should imagin that the legislature may dictate to 
the caucus shows how far he is from knowing as 
much as he ought to, and how well accoutered he is 
to start a political reform movement. 


. TO VARIOUS PERSONS. 

J. S. Marrin—Do not be surprised that my ob- 
servation about your boat brought so many inquiries 
that.you had to employ a secretary. My notice ful- 
filled every condition that could be imposed by an 
advertising agent, being in our regular type and 
next to pure reading matter, than which I write no 
other. 

R. F. Grassy, Calistoga, Cal—The paper con- 
taining your article on the initiativ, referendum, and 
imperativ mandate is read. I note that your plan 
promises to reduce the number of our representativs 
to one-half or one-third what it is now. That is 
good for a starter, but why not let the last third go 
with the other two? Since the war our representa- 
tivs in Congress, besides drawing their salaries, hav - 
done nothing but obstruct commerce, interfere with 
trade, unsettle finance, invade the liUerties of citi- 
zens, create panics, and invite general national dis- 
aster. I hav not the slightest doubt that if all 
legislatures should adjourn sine die, and the presi- 
dent and governors go home, there would follow 
such an era of prosperity that hair would almost 
grow on bald heads. ; 

Dr. E B. Foorz, JR., Manhattan Liberal Club— 
Iregret that the facts with regard to Miss Crad-. 
dock’s lecture before the club, and the vice- 
president's remarks after the lecture, were not as I 
stated them. Would suggest that Miss C. be re- 
called and that the proceedings be reviewed to con- 
form with my account of them. If you can think 
of any more feasible way to adjust the occurrences 
to the record, it will be entertained by your sincere 
admirer. i " 

S. L. Hogan, Friendly Correspondent— Your sug- 
gestion that I turn my attention to politics is noted. 
Can't do it. Ihav tried it occasionally, and for 
three weeks thereafter didn’t know whether to ap- 
proach the Editor humbly for losing him a sub- 
scriber, or to assume unusual importance for gaining 
him two or three new ones. ‘Vhe balance is on my 
side just at present, especially in silver states; but 
in localities where one of the old parties givs a ma- 
jority at every election larger than the male popu- 
lation, the chances are against my catching on. 
Nevertheless I will keep your thought in mind. 

Gzo. E. Macponaxp. 
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betters of Friends. 


The Chureh and Finaneial Issues. 

Dora, Mo., Feb. 2, 1894. 
Mr. Enprron: I hav been a reader of 
Tur TnuvH SEEKER from the beginning, 
and am afraid that under our financial 
system, it, and most anything else, will 
fail; our republic isabout at an end; there 
area good many Liberals here, but they 
are unable to subscribe; they hav to sell 
their wheat at about thirty-five cents per 
bushel. I wish you could devote some 
space to the financial question, which is 
hurting us worse than the church, and we 
hav plenty able men in our ranks to dis- 

cuss the same. ANTON FISHER. 


To Encourage the Man and Help the 
Canse. 
Cameron, Feb. 2, 1894. 
Mr. Eniror: Will send $5 for paper and 
books as per list. Perhaps later I can find 
a new subscriber, but fearing that the 
down-town fellows might be out of coal, I 
will remit right away. Pnt me down on 
Mr. Putnam’s list for his ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” to encourage 
the man and help the cause along. I bav 
no doubt the book will be a mental treat to 
anyone reading it. Wishing him and Tux 
TRUTA SEEKER ample success in all their 
undertakings, I remain yours, 
L. C. Livenaoop. 


Some Information Wanted. 

Watson, Miny., Feb. 6, 1894. 
Mr. Enron: Inclosed find check for 
$3, with which credit my subscription ac- 
count. I notice Mr. Ole E. Hagen, of 
Crookston, Minn., informs your readers 
that he has started a Populist paper. Our 
friend seems to be very industrious and I 
hay always counted him among the Liber- 
als, but how & man can work to the extent 
of publishing a paper in the interest of the 
God-in-the-Constitution cause and still be 
Liberal and patriotic, is not easy to figure 
out. Would like to hav Mr. Hagen ex- 

plain himself on that subject. 
O. Eun. 


Three Dollars in Gold if 
Anything Is. 
OMEGA, OKLAHOMA TERR., Jan. 31, 1894. 

Mr. EprTon: Inelosed find $3, for which 
please giv me oredit on subscription. 

I do not see now how I cau pay you the 
remainder before next July or August. By 
that time I hope to hav some more 25 to 40 
cent wheat to sell. This getting down toa 
gold standard is, in my opinion, raising 
h-ll with thingsin general. However, if 
there is anything that I consider worth 
$3 in gold it is THE TRUTA SErkrER, and I 
do not feel right in not being able to do 
better by you. But I still hope to do bet- 
ter by the time another harvest comes 
round. D. W. ARMSTRONG. 


It Is Worth 


Cannot Giv It Up—It Is too Difficult. 

Ben Hur, Car., Jan. 24, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: I did think I would drop 
the paper as times are 80 hard and money 
so scarce and [am taking four or five other 
papers, but it is difficult to part with old 
friends, so I inclose money order for $3, 
for which you will please forward a twelve 
months’ ticket for another cruise on THE 
TRUTH Seexer craft with the Editor and 
, the Man with the Badge Pin. Oh, by the 
way, if George would turn his guns against 
the rotten political hulks of the two old 
parties, I think he would be & power for 
good in our country and would be hard to 
beat. With my best wishes for yourself 
and the whole TRUTH SEEKER crowd, I am 

yours truly, S. L. Hogan. 


Purposes to Help Watson Heston. 
Fort Sranron, N. M., Feb. 6, 1894. 
Mr. Eprrog: Iam a natural Freethinker 
and am proud of it, although my parents 


were religious and tried very hard to pound |. 


it into my head; but fortunately they 
failed to do it. 

I hav been reading your paper for the 
last ten years and think it one of the best 
papers, doing more good for Freethought 
than any other paper now in circulation. 
Watson Heston’s cartoons are grand. I 
am going to take up a collection among 
my Liberal friends in this section of the 
country and send it to him to sid him in 
his grand work. 


Freethinkers are gaining gronnd very | with us.- It givs me very great pleasure 


rapidly in this section of the country, con- 
sidering the character of the population. 
About one-half the people are Mexicans 
and of course they are Catholics; and they 
are kept in ignorance by the priests who 
are sent here to enlighten them. Iama 
Freethinker first, last, and all the time. 

S. T. Gray. 


é Travels in Faith” as a Missionary. 
Luws2ERVILLE, Pa., Feb. 2, 1894 

Mr. Eprror: In my last letter to you, 
which contained a renewal of my subscrip- 
tion, I also ordered five books, four of 
which hav come to hand; the other, ** Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,’ I pre- 
sume will be forwarded ss soon as it is 
ready. Of the four books, I think that 
“ Travels in Faith," by R OC. Adams, is 
the best fitted for missionary work, and I 
do most earnestly recommend its circula 
tion, and suggest that whenever & Free- 
thinker has a dollar to spare for such pur- 
pose he order four copies to be mailed to 
such of his pious friends as need only 
such plain and logical reasoning, based 
upon the eventful experience of the au- 
thor, to lead them to travel the same 
journey. 

Inelosed find $1, for which send four of 
‘‘Travels in Faith” to the following ad- 
dresses. Yours with earnestness, : 

Warson KENDFRDIM. 


Eleven at One Enlistment! 
QorpeN Ponp, Kx., Feb. 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find check for 
$22 to pay for subscription list. I send you 
eleven. Followingis our list of subscribers: 
Thirteen for TuE Trora Szrkr&. Other 
Liberal journals: Jronclad Age, two; 
Freethinkers’ Magazine, two; Lucifer, 
one; Independent Pulpit, one. From 
what I hear from other country places I 
hope we are doing quite well. However, 
the future looks much brighter here. I 
think the hardest part of the work is done. 
For a long while only a few would read 
Freethought at all; now I could giv away 
books and papers every day. Our people 
are most all Liberal to a very great de- 
gree. I don’t think you could find more 
than forty devout Christians in our section 
of fifteen hundred people. We hav fairly 
good schools and a good intelligent com- 
munity and prosperous people. Our little 
village has only about seventy-five inhab- 
itants. No church. 

Hoping to hear from others, 

Your Liberal friend, E. W. Ropes. 


An Acrostic to “ The Truth Seeker,” 
Throughout all time and ages, 
Where religion hath took root, 
Human liberty and justice 
Hav been trampled under foot; 
Earth's millions hav been mourners, 
And to-day are mourning still, 
Through the edicts of its leaders, 
That say, Banisb, torture, kill. 
Religion, yes, religion, | 
What deeds thy name implies; 
Unveil its crimes, ye Lib'ral hosts, 
Till this vile serpent dies. 
Trova SEEKER nobly leads the van 
In this most worthy fight, 

Hold up its hands, then, ye who can, 
And help it spread the light; 
Show by the zeal your canse bespeaks 

The generous heart and hand; 
Enthrone you thus our tenets true 
Throughout each clime and land; 
Endear the principles we teach 
By kindly acts and deeds; . 
Keep steady on until the light 
Of liberty succeeds. 
Entomb you thus by nobleness 
Of reason, logic, love, 
Religious faith in devils, gods, 
From hades to heaven above. 


Paine Celebrations in Philadelphia. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Jan. 80, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed I send you a olip- 
ping from tbe Philadelphia Znquirer con- 
taining a report of the two large Paine 
celebrations held in this city. I think it 
worthy of publication in Tae Tnuru 
Szexer, for itis very rarely indeed that 
the daily papers notice our meeting. I 
was greatly pleased on reading that the 
Spiritualists had an all-day celebration, as 
it diffused the leaven more widely. Our 
hall being packed to overflowing, we could 


to report that our celebration was the 
most suecessful one that we ever had the 
pleasure of attending, not only in point of 
audiences, but as regards talent and finan- 
cial outcome. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 

Gro. LONGFORD. 

[We are much pleased to receive such 
good news from Philadelphia, and only 
the pressure upon our columns prevents 
the reprinting of the Inquirer's very fair 
report. —Ep. T. S.] 


The Yoice of the Sky-Pilot Is Heard in 
the Land. 
LivrRMOonE, Ia., Jan. 31, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrong: The sample papers and R. 
G. Ingersoll’s arguments received at Gold- 
field, Ia., in good order. The sky- pilots 
hav been holding revival meetings the past 
five weeks with the result that the people 
had so much love for their fellow-man at 
the close of these meetings that they said 
I ought to be run out of town for giving 
some of the more intelligent people of the 
place a few copies of Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
and the Ingersoll arguments. One gentle- 
man, who said he had the love of God in 
his heart, took a copy of the paper, which 
I had left on the office counter in the 
hotel, and shoved it into the stove and 
told me I shou!d be run out of town, eto. 
I was afterwards informed that this man 
was never known to pay his honest debts 
when he could avoid it. But as he had 
now joined the church they hoped he 
would -pay up. 

The sky-pilot cries most in the winter 
time and just now the Iowa sky-pilot is in 
clover. It’s a rich field for holy drones. 

I an, Yours fraternally, 

JOHN AYLWARD. 


No Preacher to Support Nor One at the 
l Burial. . 
Moun» Crry, Kan., Feb. 4, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: I see by the reminders 
sent out every week that you are anx- 
ious for all to pay up, and my subscrip- 
tion is past due. I had to try to raise the 
money to pay for your valuable paper. I 
hav read it so many years I cannot giv it 
up yet. 
not begin well with me, asI lost my wife 
on the 8th of January, and I am left with 
two little girls on my hands, one five and 
the other two past. They are good, 
healthy-looking: children, with well de- 
veloped heads and smart ascan be; I don’t 
want to giv them up to be dragged up in 
the church, which they would be, so I am 
trying to care for them myself. I am 
much confined to the house by so doing, 
and, as I am known to be aa Infidel, it is 
impossible for me to get a woman to keep 
house and take care of the little ones. I 
hav a good home of my own and some 
other good property to keep me from 
starving, and no preacher to pay. 

I wish to mention about the burial of 
Mrs. Adams, One of the Eastern Star 
members—Mr. Ely, a lawyer—made a 
good address at the house. 
members walked in line before the hearse, 
and then they officiated at the grave. The 
whole affair was very well conducted, and 
some of the Christians said it was very 
nice indeed; and the preacher got left. 

Should some Liberal woman who reads 
thie think such a place would suit her, I 
should like to hear from her. Must be of 
middle age, without any incumbrance. 

Yours respectfully, James ADAMS. 


Some Very Incisiv Remarks. 
Inwaco, Wasu., Jan 29, 1894. 

Me. Eprron: I am taking Tug TRUTH 
SzEkER and I consider it a good paper, 
and hope it will kill all the humbug relig- 
ions. Ilook upon all preachers as Sunday 
beggars and a dangerous set of men. When 
I was small I used to get whipped be- 
cause I would not sit and Aisten to the 
preacher’s nonsense. They say God made 
all things, and made them out of nothing; 
made man out of nothing. Any person 
with good sense would know better, as 
something cannot be made out of nothing. 
They say there was & flood at one time, 
and all but Noah and his family were 
drowned. They also say God is merciful; 
was he merciful when he caused 8 flood to 
drown children, even little babies that did 
not know right from wrong? Anybody 


not hav found accommodation for them a that will pray to such a murderer as that 


Iinelose $8. The new year did. 


The lady. 


has not good sense. There are two Sun- 
day beggars at Ilwaco now, and hav been 
for three weeks holding meetings and 
setting the people crazy with their lies 
about heaven and the merciful God. They 
say: ''Pray to God and he will help 
you.” God never helps anybody, and you 
ean pray til you are white-headed, and - 
God will let you starve before he will giv 
you one grain. Why? Because there is 
no God. I wish somebody would tell me 
where all the water went after the flood; 
did the merciful God make the water into 
nothing as he made the world out of 
nothing? Yours respectfully, A. J. 


The ** Heavenly Solomon.” 


ViNELAND, N. J., Feb. 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: The following is the ad- 
vertisment of one of Vineland’s reverend 
eranks in the Saturday paper: 

*"The Heavenly Solomon," will be the 
subjeet of Rev. D. H. King's discourse in 
the Presbyterian church to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Isn't that rich? f 

If the Vineland farmers had some sub- 
stance as full of fertilizing matter for their 
sandy soil as such a sermon must be of 
falsehood, their sweet potatoes would 
weigh twenty pounds apiece. Just think 
of it, the heavenly Solomon! with seven 
hundred wives and three hundred con- 
cubines, all supported by plunder and 
fraud, as his father David’s wives and 
concubines were, when he was called a 
man after God's own heart. If I had not 
been too deaf for sixty years to hear a 
public discourse or common conversation 
I would hav heard that sermon if I had 
been carried to the church on a wheel- 
barrow. I am now authorized to pay Mr. 
King $3 for a copy of his sermon, which 
will pay him two or three times over for 
writing it. 

Here is what my song says about 
Solomon: 

The Bible calls Solomon wisest of all, 

With one thousand women, all slaves to 
his call, 

Supported by him by plunder and fraud,  . 

a lying priests cali him the wise man of . 

od. 

A good man with one good wife will do 
very well, 

But a fool with & thousand is in a live hell. 

So much for old Solomon, foolishest fool 


Of all that are named in the old Bible 
school. 


J. HACKER. 


No, of Course Patnam is Not “ Vener- 
able.” 
Troy, N. Y., Feb. 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: For the inclosed stamps 
send me a few copies of the cathartic 
creed. I know Iam behind in my dues. 
I hav had only a little work since the 
**bloated bond-holders” contracted the 
money market. I willremit just as soon as I 
get to work, which, I think, wil be very 
soon. Politics are booming here. The 
Democrats are divided. The Republicans 
are confident, and the A. P. A. intend to 
raise sheol with all hands. 

The clergy here are trying to close up 
the saloons; and they are angry because 
publie opinion is. against them. They 
went to the mayor and asked him to close 
them up. He told them to go to Albany 
and get laws passed in their favor. If any 
‘unassigned gentleman,” or any other 
kind of a gentleman, thinks he, she, or it 
can get the best of Putnam in argument, 
or our George in logic, he had better. take 
my advice and quit. I am opposed to 
anyone calling my friend Putnam *'vener- 
able Putnam," as I still rememher him as 
&blyt*e, happy young man, fair-haired 
and full of life and ambition, pretty much 
as the cut in Tug TRUTH SEEKER repre- 
sents him [intend to hav one of his books 
if I hav to pay $5 for it. S. D. Jurrars. 


Without Guidance of Priest or Book. 
Provo Crry, Uran, Jan. 18, 1894 ` 
To Whom it May Concern: As you rec- 
ognize in the Truth Seeker family of cor- 
respondents both learned and unlearned, 
Christians and non-Christians, saints and 
sinners, and are no respecters of persons, 
f will say a little helping to investigate the 
great question as to whether religion is 
necessary to make and keep man moral, or 
whether man ean bə liberated and go with- 
out guidance of priest aud book, behaving 
without being scared with hell or enticed 
with heaven. Many Freethinkers honestly 
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believe religion a AT, humbug to j the one denomination the opportunity | advised me to giv up trying to preach, for | with your first order and twenty-five cents 
fool the ignorant into being good; hence long sought to get control of our country, | they *' believed the devil had me body and | more in superfine pansy seeds and a pre- 
go many are luke-warm Freethinkers or | and it is on this one point I say the Demo- | soul.” Encouraging! When I told them | mium on the order besides. So you see 
acting as Christians. Iam inclined to be- | crats are assisting them by every vote they | I could not believe that there was a hell at | itis a money-making investment as well 
lieve mankind can be good without the | cast, and the Protestant ministers are all—oh, horrors! When I asked them to | as a priceless treasure. 


belief in a God-Son-Ghost-heaven-hell 
religion, We are civilized and intelligent 
enough to be good without being paid 
for it. - 

It will be a long job to eradicate super- 
stition, as many are constituted to naturally 
love ceremony, sham, and display. Relig- 
jon to many is fascinating; it is fashionable. 
How inconsistent of providence to en- 
dow men so that they must differ so widely, 
causing much contention and strife, be- 
cause one believes religion to be so benefi- 
cial and harmonious and another, just as 
good and wise, believes it to be detrimental 
and discordant. If all who believe in re- 
ligion were good and all who do not were 
bad, we would know what to do. We 
know it is possible to be moral and happy 
without belief in religion, Yours for in- 
vestigation. Anprew SWARD, 


* Brother George” Can Blush Again. 
- Bares, Mass., Feb. 6, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed, please find $8 — 
$8 for renewal of my subscription and $5 
for Mr. Putnam’s ‘‘Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” I could not send the 
money before, I hope Iam not too late 
for my name inthe book. I thinkit ought 
to be there, for I took the platform in 1852 
agaist Bible and church superstition, and 
hav been at it ever since with my tongue 
and pen a8 my health and circumstances 
would permit. 

Iam delighted as ever with Tan TRUTH 
Suzxer, but cannot speak im its praise in 
detail—of its editor and staff—its numer- 
ous supporters and correspondents—its 
grand, good articles that cheer me in my 
loneliness and seclusion; of that prince of 
artists and designers, Watson Heston (to 
whom I would send a small gift, if I knew 
his address); to the lecturers, who giv us 


their experiences; but last of all would I 


make my glowing ‘‘ Observations” on 
‘ Brother George” and welcome his re- 
turn to his first love; the little, great, in- 
comparable TrurH SEEKER [I never was 


reconciled to his departure and straying 


off into Western fields, and robbing us of 


his valuable services, and Tam more than 


rejoiced to find him back where he belongs, 
and hope here he will remain until his 


head is frosted with fourscore years— 


long after I will be gone and forgotten as 
is the decayed mummy in the mausoleum 
of the past, with no resurrection (in ex- 
pectation) in kingdom came. 

Yours for life, Erna E. Gissox. 


And Protestants are Fomenting the God. 
in-the-Constitution Rebellion. 
Cutoaco, Inr., Jan. 30, 1894, 

Mz. Eprror: I inclose $4.50 for paper 
and ‘‘Dynamic Theory.” Times are so 
terribly hard in the West we can only by 
close and careful management and econ- 
omy keep out of the clutches of the fortu- 
nate financial party or parties. My sym- 
pathy goes out for you in the struggle to 
keep your paper before the people. Sym- 


pathy does not pay debts, I know; yet 


every man should first discharge his own 
obligations, if possible. I shall continue 
to be a subscriber for your most valuable 
paper while I liv and in that one particular 
assist you and the cause of Freethought 
and religious liberty. It seems to me 
that with what knowledge you impart con- 
cerning the power Catholics are getting in 
our country you would attempt to show 
our people why such strides are being 
made. In principle I am a Democrat, but 
I hay observed for a long time that every 
Democratic vote is indirectly assisting the 
Catholic church. Only one Catholic out 
of a thousand is a Republican, and in that 
matter only for the benefit of his church. 

The Protestant ministers are all the 
most contemptible cowards the world 
could produce, and their followers are no 
better. y 

Look at the condition of your own city, 
Baltimore, and Chicago—all are run and 
controled by Catholics, I am not particu- 
larly opposed to Catholics but for their 
record. 

I am sure if religion was kept entirely 
out of politics there would be more har- 
mony in it and a better government. By 
permitting it to-take the first place it givs 


either cowards or fools not to grasp the 
situation. P. Wieman. 


The Heaven of Justice and Love on Earth. 
West Tuxas, Feb. 7, 1894, 

Mr. Eprroz: I hav been waiting until 
this hour, hoping for one or two new sub- 
scribers; hav failed to get them, sô I send 
herewith $6.50 to secure. Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER one more year, andS. P. Putnam’s 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
Also please send me your catalog of Lib- 
eral booke, 

By borrowing from the country we 
boast a population of 1,084, and hav five 
churches— Catholic, Baptist, Disciple, 
Methodist, and Presbyterian. Their ways 
are evidently not God's way, for his must 
be one way and theirs are five ways. 


The Catholics are ‘‘ woman” worshipers, - 


“The virgin mother of Jesus, queen of 
heaven," the woman that married a man 
** Joseph,” and lost her virginity by hav- 
ing children, sons and daughters, and that, 
too, after having consorted with a God, 
ghost, or may be it was after all “ Jo- 
seph.” The Baptists, a mixed lot of pre- 
destinarians, free agents, e£ al. The Dis- 
ciples, who swim to heaven by way of a 
duck puddle, frog pond, or may be a 
river. The Methodists, who get there by 
sprinkling, pouring, or may be by swim- 
ming in company with Baptists and Dis- 
ciples at a respectful distance. The Pres- 
byterians, ditto the Methodists, with va- 
riations, 

There is another class I had nearly for- 
gotten: ''The Liberals,” so-called; they 
seem to be traveling ona straight line, ac. 
cepting truth whether found in the Bible 
or science, rejecting error, wherever 
found, either in the Bible or out of it, I 
think they are on the direct road to 
heaven, and will enter at the broad gate. 
It seems to me the others are on diverging 
roads, crooked, will enter at side gates, 


may be back gates, bat I hope all, 222 will | 


land safe in that golden city, eternal in the 
heaven of heaven, that is, if there is any 
heaven to reach. So mote it be. 

Lem Jones. 


A Brother Tells His ?Sperienee. 
Sarna, Cor., Jan. 26, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Thinking perhaps it might 
be of interest to some of your readers to 
know the experience of another who has 
been liberated from the shackles of super- 
stition by Freethought, I will venture a 
few lines of my own. 

Being a child of delicate health and en- 
dowed with a vivid imagination and sensi- 
tiv nature, it is not strange that I was an 
easy subject for the operations of the re- 
ligious fanatics. I professed Christianity 
at an early age, and also contracted the 
notion that I must bea preacher. While 
reason slept superstition fastened its 
deadly fangs in me. 
Christians were better than other people 
(I hay been undeceived since), and, as I 
thought I must liva perfect life, I would 
** backslide,” because of every slight error, 
thinking I had committed a terrible sin, 
and consequently must hav fallen from 
grace. But having great fear of death 
and believing that if I should die **out of 
the Lord" I would be utterly damned, I 
would seek the Lord again, in order to es- 
cape hell and its tortures. J heard a great 
deal of talk about sanctification, and con- 
cluded if a little religion was a good thing 
it must be better in larger doses; so pro- 
ceeded to get dosed, and upon being ad- 
vised to ‘‘take it to the Lord," went into 
a coal-shed and put in the night ‘‘seek- 
ing,” but ''found it not.” I hav often 
wondered I did not lose my reason en- 
tirely, but consider myself lucky to hav 
lost only a portion of it. That dose of 
holiness physic settled me on holiness, for, 
as Heston puts it, the more I was bored 
the holier I got, I still held the idea that 
I should be a *'eushion-pounder," and, 
being advised this time to ‘‘study God's 
word,” went to work in dead earnest, with 
the result that I found it must be, some of 
it, the fruit of that other fellow’s inepira- 


tion. dope 
* This is the time I got my ‘‘foot in it,” 


for the "superior angels" of this world. 


I imagined that 


give me a straightforward answer and tell 
me if they believed it, they told me (how 
true!) if hell was left out the whole system 
must fall. 
their own sincerity. 
views as this I might expect to hear a ser- 
mon from our ‘‘beloved pastor” about 
** damnable heresies,” or something of an 
equally pacifying nature. 


Then it was I began to doubt 
After such inter- 


Just as soon as I began to doubt their 


holy book I was pitched into from all 
sides, not by the wicked sinner, oh, no! 
but by the good Christians themselvs. I 
was on the immediate route to hell, with- 


out any ''stop-over" on my ticket. How 
I stood all this shot and shell from so 
many at once, I don’t know, but I didn’t 


let go even to ‘‘spit on my hands;" but I 


was not quite so enthusiastic. 

My idea of being an orthodox preacher 
had dwindled to a hope that I might ease 
my. conscience by taking up some work of 
moral reform. When Christian science 
came along and said: ‘‘ You do not need 
to believe in hell; it is not necessary to be- 
lieve there is a devil,” it seemed to me that 
here was my forte. But, after trying that 
for about three years, I saw that its meth- 
ods were impracticable, and found myself 
a dupe again. And so I hav been driven 
from one indefensible position to another 
until I hav arrived at Freedom’s gaol, 
Freethought. Good-bye, cowardly super- 
Stition, forever! Hail Freethought! 

Yours fraternally, RorrnA SwrrE. 


Aunt Elmina Grows Enthusiastic. 

. SuowvinnE, VA., Jan. 27, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: The first of January finds 
me looking over the various floral catalogs 
I hav received and trying to decide of 
which florist I shall order my spring 
plants and seeds. In comes the mail, and 
I unroll from its wrappings the one pub- 
lished by John Lewis Childs, Floral Park, 
N. Y. Ah! I hav no need for further 
search. One cannot want more than all 
there is. Leaf after leaf is turned, and on 
each you find a much-to-be-desired speci- 
men—nice, fine copyright engravings too, 
some almost as lovely as the real flowers 
could possibly be. The cover of the book 
is exquisitly beautiful, and well it may be, 
as it cost $10,000. 

The frontispiece of ‘Superfine Pansies,” 
with their rich colorings, is distractingly 
enchanting. Each flower looks right at 
you, seeming to say, ‘‘I’m just the pansy 
you want," and it really is so too, for you 
crave them all The next colored plate is 
**'The Mayflower Premium,” and it is just 
as handsome as it can be. Then comes a 
plate of ‘‘Childs’s New Chrysanthemums,” 
three of the handsomest specimens of this 
popular flower you ever imagined. You 
will be sure to want all these. 

And now we turn t» a full-page colored 


plate of the ** New Double Iris Kaemp- 


feri" Was there ever a handsomer sight? 
Such vivid colors and in such variety, and 
such lovely markings. Well, well; I’m 
determined to hav them, .you mentally ex- 
claim. And what is best of all, they will 
stand our hardest winters, and once yours 
they are yours for all time. 
I wish I had leisure and space to speak 

for each flower of the flock: 

‘Heliotropes with meekly lifted brow 

Say to me, ‘‘Go not yet.” 


The crimson blossoms of the coral tree 
In the warm isles of the sunny sea. 


The morning glory ''gladly opening to 
the sun’s first ray.” j 


The lily, ‘‘ white, spotless, clear, and 
pure.” : 

Then rose, sweet rose, with blush and 
smile, 


And breath in which all sweets are 


drowned, 
Thou com'st to bloom for us awhile, 
And with thee is the summer crowned. 


The sweet verbena, which, being brushed 
Will Sid us three hours after by the smell 
In spite of long wslks on the windy hills. 
And oh, so many, many more. The 
very best you can do is to send twenty-five 
cents to Childs and get the book for your- 
self; 188 pages of flowers, and directions 
for planting and rearing. And the beauty 
of it is you get your twenty-five cents back 


we must hav. 
never before grew on one bush. 


The wind whispers softly a secret to me— 
It has seen the first rose of June kissed by 


Then there is the vegetable department 


—trees, shrubs, berries, etc., every one 
first-class and tip-top. 


The ** Rose of All Colors," on the cover, 
Such a variety, I am sure, 


a bee; 


And I see its bright splendor flash out on 


the spr 


ay, 
A little red world that will last for a day, 


Don't say it is too early to think about 
spring flowers. We must study the cata- 
logs and mark what we want and begin 
to lay by the pennies, so that when plant- 
ing time comes we shall be able to get 
at least a few of the ones we most covet. I 
wish every TRUTH SEEKER reader would 
select some special flower and try his or 
her best with it, and report results to me 
next fall. I shall try the iris kaempferi, 
and will tell you my success with it. 

I once had a lady friend who said she 
had never sowed a flower seed nor owned 
a flower plant. But she had never seen 
Childs’s catalog and had her taste culti- 
vated by its wealth of invitingly arrayed 
blooms. 


"Twas a dainty little flower 
That was sleeping in a bower 
Underneath the spreading branches of the 
lanrel and the pine; 
Where a shadow was in hiding 
From her sunlight lover, gliding 
In his madly merry seeking for his dusky 
sweetheart’s shrine, 


Then the wind came gently drifting 
And the leafy portières lifting, 
Darted in and touched the sleeping flower 
with his magic art, 
‘When she ope’d her eyes so tender, 
Lighted a)l the place with splendor, 
And the sunlight clasped the shadow to 
his palpitating heart. 
—Frederick A, Biabec, on the Anemone. 


EnwrNA DRAKE Sutnrer. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is addod, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


By GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


ters. 

Part II.—Itesearrhes in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 1 

Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity; twenty 


chapters. 
Part IV. Whenog Came the Aryans? Tive chap- 
ers. 


Press Notices. 


The style is forcible and terse. the reasoning 
good, and as the facta upon which the argument 
is based are largely Christian, our theological 
friends will bave some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer tbem.— J20ston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

Is a mort valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture of tbe nineteenth century.—Progresstve 
Thinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, pricc, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By GxonaE J. ROMANES, 


A aystematio Ez osition of what may be termed 
tbe Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather tban to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
esides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this Is a part of 
his conclusion regarding tle great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
Thus whether we look to the facts of &dapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet witb abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . - 
All nature bas thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent tbat has never before been. possible; 
and inasmuch as tbe change wbicb has taken 
place bas taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to tbe extent of rendering the 
mecbanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if tbe religious mind bas suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words ofits traditional enemy—W bere is now 


toed sed Pri loth, $2. 
astra’ " rice, Clo 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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(Q Aildven's (Sorner. 


Elitea by Miss Susan H. Wixos, Fall 
River, Masa., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner ahould be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a patise in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


The Mystic Realms. 


BY FRANK OLIPHANT. 
There seems to be 

No force or power that into mortal frame 

The breath of life can put when once that vital 
flame 

Has winged its flight, has ceased to light the 
regions 

Of the brain and guide the nervous heart. 
e'en 

That power that first gave form a throbbing 
pulse 

Hav we e'er known to rouse the dead 

From its protracted sleep; nor hav we in our 

Harkenings heard the faintest sigh breathed 
back 

Upon our ears from mystic realms 

Beyond the dark abyss of death. 


Between cold lips 

No wagging tongue is heard to speak 

Of beauties rich and fair beyond the grave; nor 

Do the lips vibrate to tell of gilded halls 

And streets of gold beyond the curtain of the 
night, 

When they’v encased death’s frozen tongue. 

For from that distant, shadowy vale 

No one returns to whisper to our souls 

Its grandeurs or its solitudes; no eye looks out 

Through lashes that hav close ' 

In this eternal sleep, to drink again 

The glances of the lnved ones left on earth; 

No maiden’s silvery laugh rings out 

Upon the moon-lit air to haunt the vine-clad 
paths 

Where she so Jately with a lover wooed; 

No infant-foot returns to stamp its dimpled 
print 

In the honeysuckle glen; no huntsman’s calling 
notes 

Are hears to pierce the forest glade, no echo 

Of his noisy horn is wafted from the hills; 

No traveler returns to drink and bathe 

His heated brow in babbling brooks 

That wander like a silver thread through cope 
and woody dale; 

No mother's tender words float back to warn 

And guard the wayward son; no suffering wife 

Trom her departed half receives sweet guidance 

While revels he 'mid beauteous scenes of para- 
dise— 

The so-called land beyond the silvery stretch 

Of starry lights, where day-light never hangs 

Her curtain tp—where never falls the sooty kiss 

Of midnight's cheerless gloom! 

i —— ———————— 


How Jumbo Was Adopted by Betsey. 


Drar Miss Wrxon: I hav seen you a 
great many times in Onset, where I often 
go in summer days, and I hav reed your 
delightful little book about that pleasant 
watering place; so I seem to be acquainted 
with you, and I want to send a Jetter for 
the Children's Corner. I bav been a reader 
of the Children’s Corner since you first 
became ita editor. I turn to the letters 
the first thing after taking up Tan TRUTH 
SEEKER. Papa has taken the paper for 
years. 

I am sixteen years old, and, like most 
girls, am fond of pets. We hav one, a 
dog of seal-brown color, that we call 
“Jum,” or ‘‘Jumbo.” He was named 
Jumbo. A lady said he ought to hava 
name that would suggest bigness, because 
he was then so very little. Now Jumbo 
has a history, and I think some of the 
children would like to hear about him. A 
lady friend of ours in Onset had a pug 
dog, who became a mother of three little 
puppies on July 8, 1891. Our friend told 
her little girl to drown them at once 
in & pail of water, as they were ''mon- 
grels.” The daughter obeyed her, and 
just as the last was taken out of the pail to 
be buried in the sand, my mother came 
slong and Lizzie said: 

** Oh, Mrs. Stone, you ought to see what 
pretty puppies Nipsic had!" and she laid 
the cold, wet, lifeless little pnppy in mam- 
ma’s hand. 

Mother said: ‘It seems too bad to kill 
such 8 nice-looking little dog." 

**Tt is no use saying anything now,” 
said Lizzie; ‘‘it is surely dead, for it has 
been under water quite a while.” 

Just then the little puppy gave a short 
bark, and mamma said: : 

“I will take it with me and let our old 
cat hav it; perhaps she may adopt it in 
place of one of her week-old kittens that 
died this morning." 

Then the puppy was placed in the cat’s 
box with the kittens. The mother cat 
adopted it at once. She was very proud 


Not 


of it, too. She seemed to think that while 
it was quite & common, every-day affair for 
a eat to hav kittens, it was wonderful for a 
eat to hav a baby dog. Doggie developed 
a wonderful appetite, and grew fat and 
Strong, and the kittens one after another 
died, till only one was left. The mother 
eat, Betsey, spent the most of her time 
nursing and licking and caressing the 
puppy. She didn’t care the least for the 
kitten, and it would hav died only for 
cow’s milk. 

When Jum was six months old Betsey 
died, and since that time he has been 
rather unhappy; heis always looking for 
his adopted mother. If he sees a cat when 
he is looking out the window, he cries till 
we let him out to go to her; but when they 
meet the cats never reciprocate his feel- 
ings, for they box his ears and sometimes 
try to scratch his eyes. When we say, 
‘Where is Betsey?” he will run to the 
chair she used to sit in and whine and cry. 
Jum does not like music, or else likes it 
too much, and we always put him in the 
cellar when we begin to play. He has got 
so now that, when we say ‘‘Jummie” 
when he cries, he will go to the cellar door 
and wait till we open it to let him go down. 
We think him very cute. He loves to 
watch mice, but doesn’t try to catch them. 
He understands perfectly what we say to 
him. He doesn’t like to mind very well. 

I sincerely hope you will be able to print 
this letter. It is rather long, but I trust 
it will escape the wastebasket. I would 
like to correspond with girls or boys 
from fourteen upwards. I think you hav 
a lot of bright and intelligent writers, 
both boys and girls. May the Corner 
prosper is my wish. 

JEANNETTE V, STONE.. 

88 Bailey Street, Dorchester, Mass. 

[The writer of the above is not only 
clever with her pen, but is also gifted with 
a sweet voice, and the quality and smooth- 
ness of its tones hav charmed all who hav 
listened to them,—Ep, C. D.J 


—————— — fb ————————— 
Correspondence. 


Avery, IA., Jan. 20, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I am a young Free- 
thinker, converted to reason and Free- 
thought by reading the TRUTH SEKKER, 
and noticing other young Freethinkers 
writing to you, I thought I would send a 
few lines to help encourage you in your 
good and noble work of trying to save the 
young people of this country from priestly 
dominion and religious superstition. 

There is quite a number of Freethinkers 
in this town. As is usual with this class of 
people, they are composed of the best, the 
most bonest and intelligent members of 
the community. I hav suggested to some 
of them that we hav a Freethought Sun- 
day-school started here where we young 
people could be instructed in nature’s 
laws and Freethought principles, so as not 
to be led astray by wily priests and taught 
to run after strange gods. Perhaps in the 
near future we will hav one. 

I should like to correspond with some of 


the bright boys and girls of the Corner. | 


Tf any of them wishes, Y will teach them 
the interesting science of phrenology, or 
how to read by phrenological, physiog- 
nomical and temperamental signs the 
characters, motivs, and dispositions of 
strangers or such-persons as they may come 
in contact with. 

Should like to know Miss Wixon’s opin- 
ions of phrenology. 

Yonrs truly, AXEL PETERSON. 

(Tse TRUTH SEEKER has reason to be 
proud of its converts, as the above letter 
shows. Thanks for kind words of en- 
couragement and appreciation.—Ep. C. O.] 


Coarne, ALA., Jan. 9, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: You asked me to 
describe cotton. I shall not use the 
deseription used in botany, but just as I 
see it here We bed up our land in three 
to five-foot rows, then plant the seed with 
a planter or by hand, by drilling them. 
Plants come up with two leaves on one 
stem. In about two weeks it has two more 
leaves, and in a month it has six or eight 
leaves 3nd begins to show signs of limbs, 
and bv the first of June shows forms or 
squares inclosed in a frilled shuck, and by 
the 20th it blooms. The blossoms are 
white the first day, turn red the second, 
and fall off the third. In one month the 
holi is grown, and opens in about six weeks 
from the time it shows forms. The main 
stalk keeps on growing and putting out 
limbs, which in turn do the same, and 
grows until frost. Some of it grows twelve 
feet high, but the most of it is from four to 
six feet high. Now, this is when every- 
thing is equable, seasons and weather; but 


when the weather is cool, cloudy and | 


rainy, in August the worms come; then 
cotton evolutes into worms. In two weeks 
the field looks as if fire had been through 
it. Isend you a lock. Plant it in a hot- 
house in small paper boxes about the 15th 
of April, and when the weather gets warm 
plant it inrows eighteen or twenty inches 
apart, and you will hav some nice plants. 
Yours truly, Brantny WARD. 


[A good description of the cotton p'ant. 
Thanks for fine specimen and for seeds, 
which yill be planted; but probably our 
season is not warm enough for it to ma- 
ture.—Ep. C; C.] 


Port TowwNsEND, Wasa., Dec. 27. 1893. 

Dear Miss WrxoN AND THE ÜORNERITES: 
We write to tell you that we are trying to 
form a Sunday club of young Freethink- 
ers, and we hope we will be successful in 
the attempt; but itis hard work convert- 
ing the young folks to the good cause. 
Some folks think it is always good to be on 
the safe side, in case ‘‘it might be so." 
Our school-mates think it just awful that 
we are Freethinkers; but in our estima- 
tion, ‘‘To be a Freethinker is ereater than 
to be a Christian." We hav '*The Descent 
of Man," by Cbarles Darwin, from which 
we wil read extracts every Sunday, and 
we will soon hav ** Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought," by Samuel P. Putnam, and 
then we aresure we will hav a very nicetime. 
Ag Annie is occupied in writing a letter to 
one of her Freethinker friends (of the 
masculin gender) she has thoughts for 
nothing else, and I will finish composing 
this letter. We would like very much if 
some Freethinkera would come and lecture 
in Port Townsend. We would surely be 
present at each lecture. Inclosed please 
find a clipping from the Examiner, which 
we would like to see in the column en- 


titled ‘‘Not For Parsons.” Wishing 
vou and the Cornerites alla Happy New 
Year, We remain, 


Your Freethinker friends, 
Lovisa Irrnanp, 
ANNIE L. BARTHROP. 


[A Sunday club is just the thing—a step 
in the right direction. Do not be discour- 
aged if you make only small headway at 
first. ‘‘Large streams from little fount- 
ains flow.” Lecturers will please remember 
Port Townsend when in that vicinity. 
Thanks for kind wishes. and also for the 
very beautiful New Year’s remembrance 
from Louisa and Annie.—Ep. C. C.J 


Sr. Josera, Mo., Jan. 21, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I hav never suc- 
ceeded in getting a letter started towards 
the Atlantic before, but I think I can 
muster courage enough to drop this one 
in a letter box. f 

I take great interest in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, being s regular reader of it, and 
especially the Corner, although I am not 
what you would call a child, but, as we 
grow older, strange to say, our childhood 
clings to us all the more. 

This was illustrated yesterday at an en- 
tertainment at which I was present. A 
wax group was the subject, portraying a 
scene in that well-known German fairy 
tale entitled, **Snow White.” You ail 
can remember it as your mother used to 
quiet your childish cries with its soothing 
effects: 

The lecturer gave us thé story in full 
detail, and at the close I found myself, as 
wellas many others, turning away with a 
regretful sigh. as the lecturer smilingly 
said we had listened to it just as if we 
were children again. 

But I am wandering from my subject. 
Iwas going to tell the Cornerites about 
the place where I live. Just imagin (I 
hate to ask anv more) a dusty or rather 
smoky city, and on the outskirts a nice 
little village with a nice little natural 
park close at hand, where in the sum- 
mer months the pleasure-seekers lounge 
among the shady trees on the banks of a 
small stream, with here and there a foot- 
bridge, and farther on a larger onè, where 
the electric cars furnish music as well as 
transportation to those that like to enjoy 
ihe pleasure and beauty of Dame Nature. 

If yo can imagine such a place as I 
hav done my best to describe, you will 
hav my habitation complete. 

We hav in our addition, Iam sorry to 
say, four churches—that is, four churches 
too many. We hav also, I am glad to 
say, one school-house, but Which is not 
too many. . 

If it was only the reverse, how fortu- 
nate we would be, but such it is all over 
the world ; to one structure of knowledge 
there is double the number of houses of 
superstition and ignorance. 

But through it all shines the brightness 
of c^mbined science, reason, intelligence, 
and liberty, which will, I hope, some day 
melt into insignificance the church of su- 
perstition, by its brightness alone and 
those brave words, as well as true, of 
Thomas Paine will be our Bible: 

‘The world is my country; to do good 
my religion," . 

To think of these words, spoken under | 


he circumstances that they were, is 
enough to make one love the speaker, 
With a kind wish and a full-grown hur- 
rah for all of my Liberal friends and co- 
workers I willclose. Any correspondence 
from Liberal friends will be gladly wel- 
comed. Hoping that this will do & little 
good atleast, I am your Liberal friend, 
Wu. D TROTTER. 
[A little good!—such letters do a great 


deal of good. Coma again.—Ep. C. C.] 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. 

By B. F. Underwood.......ssseeseee Price 6 centa 
The World's Parliament of Religions. . 
By Tenney......... ———— Price 10 cents 
The Gods. "E 
By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 


Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 


s By McCann...........cccasceccacve Price 15 cente 
Evolution of the Devil. * 

By Henry Frank...;.............. . Price 25 cents 
The Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
Church and State. 3 

By ‘Jefferson’. ......caccceesaeees Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. ` 

By BenWell....ccsccccccscscscsavee Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll on Roscoe Conkling..... .. Price 4icents 
Dwight L. Moody. : 

By Susan H. Wixon............. Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 

By an Old Yarmer................ Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. 

By Yngersoll............ cene Price 10 cents 
Effacement of Christianity, " 

By Holyoake........... eee Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. ] 

By Holyoake.......... cere Price 15 cents 


Ingersoll’s Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 


By H. L. Green............. eee Price 4 cents 
Retigion in the Republic. 

By M, A. Freeman................. Price 6 cents 
Never-EndIng Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney........... eene nnne Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (Illustrated). 

By Flower & Wakeman........... Price 15 centë 
Jehovah Interviewed. ............ uses. Price 6 cents 
Cosmotogy against Theology. e 
Y By Vindex...cccsccccacceaae tessa» Price 15 cents 


Deutf dhe Srcibenher-Büdjer. 


Wir haben folgende Biicher in 
beut[djer Sprache, welche febr berühmt find: 


„r Die Frrthiimer Mofes,” 
Eine fritifce Beleuchtung des Dentateud) im 
Sicht der modernen Weltans 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Got. R. G. Sugerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


‘¢Moderne Götterdämmernig, ^ 
von Col. R. ©. Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


n, Wunder und Waunderthiter, ^ 
von Sohn Pe. Preis 20 Cents, 


` „Glaube und BVermmjft, 
. oer LE BON SENS, 
des romifch-Fatolifcen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Frangzofifchen überfebt von 
s Srawvein Wnna Knoop. 

301 Seiten, Seinmand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umfdhlag und 
flarem Druck. Unfere dent{chen Lefer 
folften fie weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, . 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 


lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Chureh. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to underta 68 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10%cents,  ~ 
Spiritualism z Is It a Faith or a Faci? 


rice, 5 cents. a 

Eeligious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents, 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. . : 


Address THE TRUTHISEEKER.- 
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New Publications. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the and Socia 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


New Publications. | 


e 
CONTENTS: 
Book I.—PLEASURE: Chap. I.—Sources of Pleasure. Chap. IL— i 
Ideal Pleasures. Ohap IV —Social Pleasures. prs pmi ern d p prey e, the 
Barbarian and ihe Oivilized. Chap. VI.— Genesis of. religions. Chap. VII.—Christianity 
Book IL—INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpose of life. Chap, IL -Matoral Pleasures. 
Cha: . I1L.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
Ideni al ata Character. Chap. V. A Boclal Pleasures. Ohap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 
Book IIL.—MoRAL DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. I.—Morality. Chap. IL.— i : 
Chap. Jyaipterial ong e Refinement. Obs ry tant fne: pda nd 
NS by Hestrain sur ET zation. Ohap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL,—Vice 
Book IV.—So01AL DEVELOPMENT: ap. L—Progress. Caap. II.—Protection, Capitali d 
Socialism: Respeotivly an Actual, an Imminent, and a Pr: iolation of Individus 
Sovereignty. Ohap. Ili —Oondition of ‘Agriculture.’ Capo dv iojation o panay 


p. : h 
Mone, Mene, Lekel of Bocialism. Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 


Here arọ some of the verdicts on this remar i it = 
men who arein every way qualified as judges of markable production which have been rendered bY 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right alon j i 
out mu, h thought whether tho joo is shin or not. dyansw-ts the greatest question Wai io the 
us?, D ü mmm mum of life. £ i 
—by qne word, Pleasure i haddeus B. Wakeman, ; and the real cau:e and motive of progress? 

e sharply attacks, alto, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out by the facts, and his arraignment is practicall: à i i 
curious and suggestive one.— New York Commerctat "a nr arena His: book:is altogether s 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, noù an attempt to fill up with words for lack of 
knowledge. , The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. e do not see how anyone can read this book and disagree with the leading propositions. 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It isa work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
Ban is of jpontenoes are porthy gf being framed an political maxime and hung up all over the nation. 

a ot only for its literar a which i incisi 
ite bold, honest sayings. —-L dt. Washburn. ary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 

Here we have philosophy up to date, the advance word of the progressive thinker; not a dry, 
abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words upon the conduct of life, and all illus- 
trated with such an abundance of anecdote and metaphor as add real entertainment to solid in- 
struction. This isan important book. striking at superstition and unreasonable tradition, and up- 
holding individual liberty in defiance of governmental law and social custom. After reading this 
book one feels that the author will never be able to write another, for he has Put all his life and 
knowledge into this one. Every page bristles with points; there is no padding or filling in, no mere 
literary embellishment; but clean-cut apothegms abound, and every line is dictated by hard-headed 
common-sense —Capt. Robt. 0. Adams. 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
: Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


“Pleasure and Progress" has 898 pages. is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel- 
lent paper, and costa, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 


FREETHINKERS’ PICTORIAL TEXT-BOUK 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHUROE'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


18 5 Full-Page 
Illustrations. 
WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 
FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 

: N; "ATSON HESTON, 

DESIOTA BY WAARIN, OP -— 

Aem THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests, 2 represent Samples of Christianity’s Work. 

2 1e The Church Robbing the People |5 Missionaries. 

3 ki Thanksgiving. N 1 M The Lord's Instruments. 

6 bk Sabbath Laws. 25 Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 
4.7 Ohildren and the Church. 1 » The Ohurch and Slavery. 

1:9 tU oman and the Church. 2 “ ba and Politics. 

6 ie The Ohurch and Thomas Paine. 4 bh eland and the Church. . 

4 n Studies in Natural History. P] ^ Church’s Idea of Civilization. 

3 ss ‘The Bible and Science. 1 P The Uses of the Cross. Onudii 
15 ne The Olergy and Their Flocks. 4 : Unkind Reflections on the Chur: 

1 bk Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 9 - Persecutions of the Ohurch. 

4 m The Atonement Scheme. i2 o$ Some Allegories. 

4 rs The Lord and His Works. 8 ^ Heaven. 

2 e rayer. 8 I Hell. 

i0 *" The Oreeds. 7 : Miscellaneous. 

1 st Ohristians and Mohammedans. i 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture tho assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
' fore appeared in this country. and it is very doubtful if another one like it ever again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reach o all. 
At twice the price 1t ond have in a cheap, book. Arhat feelers an 8 bortrait: painter aña Ta 
signer is a wonder success. and we judge from our o y 
America will desire & copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done. faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. Dut tho pict 
ures do not make up the whole of his volume. There are nearly two hundred pages o E tee ng 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove ne Ber 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who UP old them. M oge! her mie 

ook is one of tbe best weapons against Christianity and the church tha’ has ever been put in the 
ands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


mme Te e Te NR ni Ra AR Nafta TR RL tim o 


Ago of Reason. Pap., $50. 
& copies for $1; clo., 50c. $ 

Age of Reason and Examina- 
tion of the Propliecies. 


Pap., 40c.: cio., 75C. 

Apostle of Political and Re- 
igious Liberty. (Life.) By 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap.. 
b0c.? elo., 750. : j 

Common Sense. Written iw 
16 Se . 

Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap.. 40c.; clo., "to 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 

elo., a5 leather, $4; morocco. 

gilt edges, 84.50. J 

Life of, hy J. E. Remsburs 
Port. Pap. 500 

Life of, With Remarks ox 
Comte snd Rousseau. By C 
Janchard. Pap., 40c.; Clo., with 
portrait, 800. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Ohservastons. By G. Vale. Pox 
trails. Bi. 

Lithograph of, Heavy plate 
paper. FEXNR. $3. " 

Political and Religious Re: 
former, By B. F. Unde: 
wood. 159. 

Political Works: **Commea 

," oU" Orisis.” “Rights c/ 

.U 50. 

Rights of Man. Answer i^ 
Burke's Attack on French Revs- 
lution. Pap.. 400.; clo., 750. . 

Testimonials to His Merits, 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 0c. 

Theological Works: ‘Age of 
Reason." ” Examination of Proph- 
cies, ete., With Tate of Pamo 
and steoi port. 81.50. Sa 

Vindication of. Reply to N. €. 
Observer. By R. G. Yngersoll. tta 


address The Truth Beeker Company ' 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with these 
of Heathen Nations of Antiqnity, 


QONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 
WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


[Heathen Lustration of the Temptation. } 


The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them “to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in their actions". But an evil demon came to them in 
the form of a Serpenż, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 
immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 
quently they feli, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 
which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. , 

BIBLE Myrtus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 
Story. 


1 Vol 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages, Price, $2.50. 
MENTAL 


Bent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 
t IC L VITAL 
REOPT, Zt 


m WHET | SU INVIGORATION 


guaranteed by DR. WEST’S NERVE AND BRAIN 
An all ES Views ilstrating Treatment. A Specific for MENTAL DEPRES- 
every subjecct for BLIC EXHIBITIONS, ex. 
profitable business fora man with a small capital. Also, | 


SION AND INSOMNIA. No mineral poisons! 
Lanterns for Home Amnsement. 250 page Catalogue free. 


Really worth trying. Mail, $1.00. Six for ~$5.00. 
McALLISTER, Mfg. Opticians, 40 Nassau StesNoVo BRADBURY’S PHARMACY, Dept.[25, 367 Washington 


Street, Boston, Mass. 


: HELLO Y% ar^ TELEPHONE: ý 
, Q H i 
S The Monopoly is **busted" and you can have one for 
4 d Tho patent has expired and the — NEY _ ^ ELECTRIC TELEPHONE that for. ^ 
[App merly cost $40 to $240 a year ren tal, we now furnish fora few dol- 
Uia lars OUTRIGHT. Twoof ournew $5 00 combined RECLIVERS & TRANSMITTERS 
lizz 


126 


Gems of Ghought. 


REFORMATION has always been regarded 
as treason.— E, G', Ingersoll. 


Tur mortal who fails to think ahead 
thinks too late.—Galveston News. 


CRUELTY, like every other vice, re quires 
no motiv outside of itself; it requires only 
opportunity.— George Eliot. 


Nosiriry, the nobles say, is an inter 
mediary between the monarch and the 
people. Yes, as the hound is an inter- 
mediary between the sportsman and the 
hare.—Chamfort and Vauvenargues. 


ALTHOUGH the true end of all kuowledge 
is action, and it is only for the sake of 
action that knowledge is sought by the hu- 
man race, yet,in order that it may be 
gained in sufficient breadth and depth, it 
is necessary that the individual should seek 
knowledge for its own sake.— W. K. Clif- 
ford. 


Tus God of ihe Old Testament rewards 
and punishes visibly and signally here; he 
terrifies often by his anger; he reforms 
sometimes, The God of the New Testa- 
ment makes little difference here between 
those whom he approves and those he dis- 
approves; so little that he is charged with 
injustice for it; but he lies in wait to pun- 
ish the latter hereafter with unrelenting 
vengeance and eternal torments, when it 
is too late to terrify because it is too late 
to reform.—Lord Bolingbroke. 


Wuar the world claims to-day is freedom 
from work. What it should hav is freedom 
in work. If we contrast the popular mis- 
conception and notion of work in the 
minds of most of our modern workers with 
the joy and pride that in former ages work- 
men had in their craft and in their pro- 
ductions we must acknowledge that, to a 
certain extent, our boasted advance of civ- 
ilization has been followed by a corre- 
sponding deterioration. Iam not here to 
plead for the social organization that pre- 
vailed in the Middle Ages. I merely wish 
to call attention to this one fact—that in 
the Middle Ages the workman was jealous 
of the honor of his craft; he had a pride 
and joy in his work, — Dr. Emil G. Hirsch. 


Certain types of religionists believe that 
they obtain their goodness from religion, 
and it is doubtless true that some men de- 
rive benefit (within the limits of their or- 
ganization) from systems which other 
good, if mistaken, men hav devised; 
nevertheless, no religion contains more of 
good than men put into it. The goodness 
existed previous to and independent!y of 
the religion. Consider the man who is 
&boutto pray perhaps for the first time; 
some sudden trouble has overtaken him; 
many emotions are aroused; his latent 
goodness is awakened. He has been 
taught that real goodness is to be found 
only in prayer. But, in truth, goodness 
comes first; he prays because he is good, 
heis not good because he prays. He makes 
his prayer, his prayer does not make him; 
probably he is comforted by the paroxysm 
of emotion, for any religion givs, to cer- 
tain temperaments, the peace which pass- 
eth all understanding. Goethe expressed 
the opinion, which Matthew Arnold in- 
dorsed, that religion is needed by those 
who hav neither poetry nor art.—Fur- 
neaux Jordan. 


In Greece and Rome forms of worship 
infinit in variety were tolerated. .' ^" - 
The easy-going toleration of Greece and 
Rome disappeared in presence of Judaism, 
and the time came when Hebraized Chris- 
tianity superseded the mythologies as the 
religion of the state, until, about eight 
hundred years ago, the rule of uniformity 
was established. Thereafter, as Gibbon 
asserts, a Spiritual empire acquired by 
fraud was defended by violence. Uni- 
versal conformity was exacted, and tolera- 
tion, becoming a thing extinct, was in 
process of time forgotten; or worse than 
forgotten, remembered and loathed as a 
feature of paganism. The One True Faith 
knew it not; nor, indeed, could know it. 
This rule of religious conformity prevailed 
from the beginning of the eleventh to the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, and 
was enforced both then and later by all 
necessary measures, whether Catholic or 
Calvinistie, including excommunication, 
persecution, crusades, the Inquisition, and 
other agencies, whether civil—numbering 
the block, the gallows, the wheel, and the 
fagot—or spiritual, stimulated by terror of 
the rack in this world and hell-fire in the 
next. But now, as the nineteenth century 
is drawing to a close, there are quite as 
many phases of religious belief in com- 
munities not, like Spain, still medieval, as 
there were altars in Athens; and they are 
treated with much the same forbearance. 
Thus in the matter of religious toleration 
the world has struggled painfully back to 
where it was when Paul preached on Mars 
Hill. So, asI said, religious toleration is 
in a. way a revival; not a discovery.— 
Charles Francis Adams. 
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ot for Parsons. 


Here is a bit of unquestionable meta- 
physics from a three-year-old boy: **IfT'd 
gone up-stairs, could God make it that I 
hadn’t?”— Overland Monthly, 


 TzAcHER: Who was the first man? First 

boy: George Washington. Teacher: Next. 
Second boy: Adam. First boy (indig- 
nantly): I didn’t know you meant foreign- 
ers.— Boston Globe. . 


«Waar must precede baptism?" asked 
the rector, when oatechising the Sunday 
school. ‘A baby,” exclaimed a bright 
boy, with the air of one stating a self-evi- 
dent truth.— Tit Bits. 


A CENTERVILLE, Ia., deacon made the 
following announcement at a social re- 
cently: ‘‘Miss Jones will now sing ‘Put 
Me in My Little Bed’ with Mr. Brown, 
the pastor.” The irreverent youths of the 
congregation hav not ceased to snicker 
over the remarkable announcement, and 
hereafter the good deacon will see that a 
comma is placed right, before going ahead. 
—Scott County Argus. 


- We hav all heard the story of the man 
who was wrestling with the bear, and 
prayed, ‘‘Lord, if you can’t help me, don’t 
help the bear, but stand one side, and 
you'll see the all-firedest bear fight you 
ever did see.” Well, this is old, too— 
older than the oldest settler—for away 
back in the days of the Leshes, their chief 
once prayed before going into batile: 
“Beon our side. An’ gin ye canna be on 
our side, aye lay low a bit, an’ ye'll see 
thae carles get a hidin’ that must please 
ye."— Forest and Stream. 


As there is neither partridge-shooting 
nor cub-hunting on Sunday, Lady Di, 
when in the country, whiles away the Sab- 
bath by taking on a Sunday-school olass. 
This week she undertook to instruct her 
neophytes by relating the story of Jacob 
and Esau. She. was well in her stride 
when she was pulled up by a touch on her 
shoulder. Turning round, she beheld the 
vicar at her elbow.  ''For pity's sake, 
Lady Diana,” said that holy man, in ago- 
nized tones, ** out it short, You are getting 
the hair on the wrong. man."— London 
Freethinker. , 

CONVERSION. 

Where the Pacific heaven smiles there lies 
the darkest isle of isles— 

So wrapped in heathen ignorance that ’tis 
blacker than the blackest hat— 

And there, on pious work intent, a first- 
class missionary went; 

A man of most persuading power, who 
saved a dozen souls an hour. 


And then, for many years, no word was 
from that missionary heard; 

And so the missions board sent out five 
pious men, of courage stout, 

To see if aught save moldering bones re- 
mained of Reverend William Jones. 


And so they sailed the ocean o’er, aud 
duly landed on the shore; 

Where they were much surprised to see a 
man in heathen toggery 

Whose face was Jones’s at a glance, al- 
though a flour-bag formed his pance. 


Forward he came with beaming face, and 

hailed the crowd with unctuous grace: 
` “My friends, my dear benighted friends, 

providence works to curious ends, 

And certainly has brought you here to 
listen to my words of cheer. 

You all are on the road to hell—repent, 
like me, and all is well. l 


‘“‘Oast off the sinful bonds that link you to 
the pit’s hot, sulphurous brink! 

A pure and holy heathen be, and know the 
joys revealed to me. 

Ten wives hav I, whose virtues rare incite 
me with them to compare. 


** And if a single woman can be better than 
the worthiest man, . l 

His soul in goodness must be swimmin’ 
who emulates ten lovely women. 

Also we find the plural wife by competition 
lessens strife, 

And having never one old maid, of gossip 
we are not afraid. ` 

Our savings of eaoh year are sunk by all 
in one grand annual drunk, 

Which everybody being in, none. taunts 
his neighbor with his sin. 

They join our band and learn at last how 
happily life may be passed. 

And see” how kindness, love, and peace 
attend sweet heathendom’s increase. 

Come, save your souls and mend your 
lives, embrace our faith—and fourteen 
wives!” a f 

What more? Of that we cannot speak. 
We only know that, just last week, ` 

Twenty-five missionaries went to where 
those searching saints were sent, 

To send back to the virtuous,world some 
‘tidings of the.saints,who hurled - e 

"Therhselvs upon 9 savage strand.to find the, 
leader of their band; 

Whose- utter. disap pearance. must hav 
capsed much trouble to the just. 

‘MORAL. - 

A “mish” ig much improved- sometimes 

by wandering into foreign imè " 
—JPuck, 
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esty. to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev, Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in Parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shal! not mary. Price, paper, 1€ cents, 

Sister Lucy and Her Awfnl Disclosares 
Respecting New ‘Hall Convent, Bore- 

tssex, England, Showing that gonvents 

ore imic& to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
ice, paper, 10 cents. . 
Per TRE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 
2% Lafayette Place, New York Ulty. 


STU in a Jfutehell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and .emarkable revelation con- 
cerning the li 


life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in thein- 
terest of so-called Christianity. e plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius. 
espec in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 
Price, 16 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York Oity. 


Wettstein’s : Repair : Department 


Otro WzerrsTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.. Bro. Material- 
ist: The watch sent you a‘short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just throe and a half 
days from the time it left this station. . 2 

t was put into A No.1 shape and is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 
I have o her work in your line to bs done you 
shall have it. A. E. SMITH. 


Watches cau be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charger one way. I have personall 
managed my repair department for 84 years an 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishmont 
until in perfect order and closely regulated. 


PRICE LIST. 
Cleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, #1; or thrce 


M SCENE niid one year. Liberal dis- 
counts to agents. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBPRAL JBÐBWBLBR. 


ROCHELLE, ILL. 


The Freethought Badge. 


TheI Li nir S . 
DESIONER OF {Se al ise mm 


Send for price-lists, tracta, etc., free. 
Mention Taz TRUTH BEEKED. 


A NEW WORK 


BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R. B. Westbrook, A.M, 
Third Thousand. 


Price,10conts. Address Tar TRUTH BEXKER. 


= V. 

Meele, Wentat and Physical D 

and who are desirous Of being Cured, a 

booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 

iving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

MA Jaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery—an Ont» 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo 
cess, Address, DR. p, P, FELLOWS, 


Say where you saw this adver. Vineé ind, N. Je 
IF- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
Lerat, and I trust the Freethinkers ot the land 
will give me their patronage and no 8 eir 
timeand money on Ohristian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 


tows. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOOK, Price, 15 cents. 


THE’TROTH SKEKER' FEBRUARY 24, 1894. 
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ZEKE DOES SOME HOWLING. 


Cry and howl, son of man: for it shall be upon my people, it shall be upon all the princes of Israel: terrors by reason 
of the sword shall be upon my people: smite therefore upon thy thigh. —Ezek. xxi, 12. : 


All adults, men and women, should sign. ° 

Cut this petition heading out and attach to a sheet of paper, ruled as indicated at bottom of this. 
When sheet is fined with names put in an envelope, stamp and address to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette 
Place, New York City, and mail at once. For more blanks send to same address. 


Petition to Congress Asking It to Reject the Proposed 
God-in-the-Constitution Amendment. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress Assembled : 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States, do hereby respectfully pray and memorialize your 
Honorable Body to reject the proposed Amendment to the Constitution prepared by the National Reform 
Association and offered in the Senate on Jan. 25th, 1894, by Senator Frye, and in the House on the same day 
by Representative Morse. The proposed Amendment would change the Preamble to the Constitution by the 
insertion of the sentences within quotation marks which follow the words * We, the people of the United 
States,” in the paragraph below : 


We, the people of the United States, “ devoutly acknowledging the supreme authority and just govern- 
ment of Almighty God in all the affairs of men and nations; grateful to him for our civil and religious lib- 
erty, and encouraged by the assurances of his Word to invoke his guidance, as a Christian nation, according 
to his appointed way, through Jesus Christ,” etc. 


We ask the rejection of this proposed amendment for the following reasons: 

1. That the American principle of separation.of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That the rights of all classes of citizens may be conserved and perpetuated. It is manifest that 
the adoption of such an Amendment to the Constitution would be, in fact, the incorporation of certain relig- 
ious and sectarian dogmas in the fundamental law of the land. Such recognition of religious dogmas in the 
civil law was very carefully guarded against by the wise founders of the Republic, both in the Constitution 
as originally adopted and in the First Amendment thereto. 

3. As the Constitution now stands no discrimination, on the ground of heresy, can be legally made 
against any citizen. More than one hundred years of experience amply justifies this wide tolerance and for- 
cibly pleads for its continuance. Men of all shades of religious, non-religious, and anti-religious belief can 
and do render allegiance to and acceptably serve the State, and this without hypocrisy or perjury. Should 
this proposed Amendment be adopted, it would at once shut out of public life candid and honest men, whose 
reason, for any cause, cannot accept one or more of the three creedal statements contained in said proposed 
Amendment, but unscrupulous doubters and rejecters of these creedal affirmations would have no difficulty 
in taking the oath of allegiance to the Amended Constitution. Hence said proposed Amendment offers a 
premium for hypocrisy and perjury, and is, consequently, in the highest degree immoral, It is also unjust, 
in that it deprives a part of our citizens of their equal rights, because of a difference of opinion. Again, it 
must be hurtful to the State, because, as already shown, it would admit pretenders and timorous men to 
positions of trust and responsibility, and bar out men of honesty and courage. 

4, The experience of all times and nations has shown conclusively that every attempt to. force from 
the citizen a direct or indirect acknowledgment of the truth of any of the dogmas of religion if disastrous. 
It creates new religious hatreds and intensifies the old; it demoralizes religion and corrupts the state; it 
tramples the equal rights and liberties of the deserving citizen, and puts into the hands of bad men a dan- 
gerous and terrible power over the property, persons, and lives of their fellow-citizens. 

5. If Theistic, Trinitarian, and Christian majorities may to-day rightfully force upon Deistic, Athe- 
istic, or Agnostic, and Unitarian and non-Christian minorities their distinctive creeds, what warrant have we 
that some other day the Catholics, the Methodists, or the Presbyterians will not Amend into the Constitution 
their distinguishing sectarian dogmas? That step would logically follow the one which your Honorable 
Body has been asked to take, and against which we respectfully but strongly and unalterably protest. 


NAME. | TOWN. | STATE. 


JY ews of the (Deck. 
ANNIE Prxury, the actress, is dead. 


Epwarp BrnnAMy's paper, the New 
Nation, has suspended. 


Rosert M. BannaANTYNE, the popular: 
writer of tales for boys, is dead. 


SEVERAL election inspectors of this city 
hav been sentenced to prison for fraud. 


Tue Wichita Law and Order League is 
in the hands of a receiver. Assets, 13 
cents. f 


Tue Godey Publishing Company has 
assigned. Thecompany published Godey’s 
Magazine and books. 


Tue Senate committee on finance is 
reported to be making material altera- 
tions in the Wilson tariff bill. 


A MEDICAL monopoly bill has been intro- 
duced in the Massachusetts legislature. A 
strong opposition is developing. 


Moses Hunn, the Spiritualist lecturer 
and editor, was stricken with partial pa- 


| ralysis in his study at Anderson, Ind. 


Tre House of Commons has declared 
one of the Lords’ amendments to the 
Parish Councils bill unconstitutional. 


Myra BRADWELL, the first woman law- 
yer admitted to the bar in Illinois, and 
editor of the Legal News, has just died at 
the age of sixty-three. 


Tux lower house of the Massachusetts 
legislature has passed a bill abolishing 
Fast Day, and making Lexington Day, 
April 19th, a legal holiday. 


JOSEPH KEPPLER, one of the founders 
and owners of Puck, and the famous car- 
icaturist of that paper, died February 
19th. He was a great moral power. 


Maxime pu Cau, the distinguished 
French author, archzologist, and Acade- 
mician, is dead. His most famous work is 
the ‘‘ History of the Paris Commune.” 


JupaE Brentano, who presided at the 
trial of Prendergast, the assassin of Carter 


| Harrison, has received letters threatening 


him with death if he refuses a new trial. 


THIRTEEN miners are entombed at Ply- 
mouth in Pennsylvania. Hopes of rescue 
are not very strong, as the ‘‘ squeezing ” 
is repeated whenever obstructions are re- 
moved, 


Mose religious riots in India. Hindu 
temples and Mohammedan mosques de- 
stroyed in Yeola, one hundred miles from 
Bombay. Disturbance quelled by mil- 
itary. 

MassAcHUSETTS taxes foreign securities 
held by her citizens. In Boston alone 
there is $600,000,000 of such property, 
but the assessors hav listed but $40,000,000, 
Would income-tax officers find more? 


Pruswent Pxixomo of Brazil has issued 
a decree calling for a general election on 
March ist. This is considered a blow at 
the insurgents, as the rebellions hav their 
basis largely in enmity toward Peixoto. 


Ewing Henry, an Anarchist, exploded a 
bomb in the café of the Hotel Terminus in 
Paris. A large number of persons were | 
injured. In resisting arrest Henry 
severely wounded a policeman and a 
woman, 


Tun New Jersey senatorial deadlock 
continues. The Democratic leaders hav 
prevailed upon the race-track managers to 


|hav no racing this winter, which could 


continue, as the deadlock prevents the pas- 
sage of anti-racing bills. 


A FnaENOH Anarchist in London was 
killed by the explosion of some chemicals 
on his person. The police’ raided the 
Autonomie Club and found documents in 
French which were exact counterparts of 
some distributed in Paris. 


Dugine 1893 five Mexicans, seven Indi- 
ans, thirty whites, and one hundred and 
fifty negroes, four of them women, were 
lynched in the United States. The crimes 
charged were rape fifty-two, murder fifty- 
seven, arson eight, and the rest miscel- 
laneous crimes. 


Tum jury returned a verdict of ‘guilty ” 
in the ease of John Y. McKane, the 
Gravesend boss, accused of conspiracy in 
last falls elections. Awaiting sentence, 
he was held in Raymond Street jail, Brook- 
lyn, as a ‘‘gentleman” prisoner. On 
February 19th Judge Bartlett sentenced 
crm to six years’ imprisonment in Sing 

ing. 


Tux Senate has rejected the nomination 
of Wheeler H. Peckham to be associate 
justice of the Supreme Court, because of 
Mr. Peckham’s opposition to the candi- 
dacy of Judge Maynard in New York last 
fall. The vote was 41 to 32. On February 
19th President Cleveland nominated for 
the position Senator Edward Douglass 
White of Louisiana and the Senate at once 
confirmed him, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 21. No.9 


[PUBLISHED WEERLY,} 


New York, Saturday, March 3, 1894. 


{es LAFAYETTE PL.} $3.00 Per Year. 


IHA 
TA 


“FARYV E-BUT- NEVER F, 


AZY DRONES OF PIETY. THE HOLY ERP- 


oat atl | 


f 
| 


| 
li 


tB 
i: "UH 
a 


y dr 7) 
ie 


KOSS 


LLL 


a 


HOW DUPES AND FOOLS FAVOR THE PARSON. 


Soy 
of Reaso 


f. Na. 
Paine’s "Age 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
P! trines of Christianity. As i 8 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

d T of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
n," it enables someody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed poiuts between Christianity 


As & book of reference and aid 


and Freethought _ Price, 
cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
With Daughter’s Babe Upon His Knee. HI STORY OF THE BIBLE 
A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
"Life," by "the prince o orators: Coi. b G. i 
. Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the oid BEING 


edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and tbe ba^y, 
-urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
authfulty described a3, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator aud poet, who now,as far as we 
knw, stands alone in the living world." Is will 
make a delightful present, and will be a _ouvenir 
not only of intellectua! greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
povoled | edge. ae d 18 lexis inches, and the 
price only 76 cents, post-paid. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
R T.afavette place. New York 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


` px J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, % cents. Address Tax TAUTE BERKER. 


A Popular Account of the Formatlon and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


OoxTENTS: The Hebrew Oanon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Oontroversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Competent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Oalled Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

Paper. 50 sents: cloth, 75 sents. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
THE 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE GIANT DELUSION. 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 
Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 25c. 

Bacon and Shakspere, Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine —Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casea, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefntation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story_of his mental Journey from 
$ orthodoxy to Rationalism. 7 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress, 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance, 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 


The Story Hour, An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-Look ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4t0, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


How To Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. I congratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 

Other noted physicians recommen 
it just as highly. 

Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEK in vv. 
* geLafavette place, Now York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 3. 1894. 


i Press. 


The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethough 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

Tt will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. f oan 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
` of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance.” 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, - 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
l In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid pieture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, à prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
- . The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. Government and Polities. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. . } Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. O wen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thorean. Bentham Bakonnine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill, Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 


Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
' tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R., C. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Hey wood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, ; aw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will'be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of,history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. i 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


í 


This book will contain Cs 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits, 


ib wil be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 

This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. l 


Adilress orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT - 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tux 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that wil do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer i 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND: EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
‘. W, S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Glub, 
ia HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, ` 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old Testament 
Stories Gomically Illustrated,” or W, S. Bell’s 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue Trura SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

lt ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. ; 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advance............. ce eese 
One subscription two years,in advance............-e cese. 
Two new subsoribers..............ceceeese eese eee etes sete 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 9 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


One subsoription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
l&D00......cee eee eeessqaessssasss ors s e tasoscosocosss 4 10 OO 

Any number over five at tiff samé rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company's money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 
To induce new subscriptions and prompti :enew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Teruras SEEKER one 


year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tae TaurH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete" 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tur Trurs SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock " 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tux Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


Putnam and the Christian Amendment. 

S. P. Putnam, | resident of the Freethought Fed- 
eration of America, goes to Washington to oppose 
the proposed Christian Amendment to the Consti- 
tution. The Judiciary Committee of the House 
will giv a hearing on March 6th to the promoters 
and opponents of the amendment. The National 
Reform Association and the American Sabbath 
Union will hav several representativs on the ground 
to argue in favor of this measure, which is intended 
to destroy the secular character of our national 
Constitution and make it a Theistic and Christian 
platform. Rev. A. T. Jones will antagonize the 


o | theocrats from the point of view of the Seventh- 


Day Adventists, while Mr. Putnam will voice the 
uncompromising opposition of all friends of a gov- 
ernment wholly separate from the church, and es- 
pecially will he represent the Freethinkers of the 
United States. He is the elected chief of the Free- 
thought party, the eloquent champion of the equal 
religious liberties of all citizens of the Republic. 
He must be sustained. He has to do battle against 
tremendous odds of numbers, wealth, and social 
prestige; but on his side is the truth; on his side 
is justice; on his side is freedom of conscience; on 
his side are the clear thoughts of the fathers as 
they embodied them in the Constitution which he 
hastens to the country’s capital to save from the 
withering touch of the priest-politician; on his side 
are the noblest traditions of this people, and to him 
we look to do eftectiv work for us, our children, and 
the unborn generations. 

Mr. Putnam must hav the sinews of war; he 
must hav money. His expenses must be paid as 
they are incurred. You hav never yet failed him 
and the cause, and we do not believe that you will 
now in this supreme crisis. Please send contribu- 
tions at once to the Treasurer of the Federation, 
E. C. Reichwald, 165 South Water street, Chicago. 

There is another way in which you can help Mr. 
Putnam. Write at once to your member of the 
House, to your Senators. Telegraph to the House 
Judiciary Committee, either through its chairman, 
Mr. Culberson, or some other member, if you prefer. 
Address, giving the member’s name, “Judiciary 
Committee, House of Representativs, Washington, 
D. €." Last week we gave the names of all mem- 
bers of both committees. Send money to Mr. 
Reichwald for Mr. Putnam. Send letters and tele- 
grams to Congressmen, Senators, and especially 
now to the House Judiciary Committee. 


Our Struggle for Existence. 

The men and women of the United States who 
prize religious liberty realize at last that it is a 
struggle to the death with the church, the political 
church. No armistice or compromise is now possi- 
ble. It is surrender or defeat for either the Theo- 
crats or the Secularists. We must chain or break the 
wheels of the ecclesiastical Juggernaut, or it will 
roll over and crush us out of existence. 


The National Reform Association, the American 
Sabbath Union, the Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union, the Young People’s Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, and many other “fighting corps” of 
the churches, are executing well-planned, concerted, 
and persistent attacks upon the constitutional de- 
fenses of our equal religious and civil liberties and 


rights. We hav temporarily repulsed them in a 
few instances, but they hav pressed steadily on- 
ward, and where we dressed our thin lines yester- 
day they encamp to-day. On one specious pretext 
and another the courts hav uniformly decided against 
us. Constitutional safeguards hav been under- 
mined by judges who were more anxious to serve 
the church than to protect the weak from the at- 
tacks of the powerful. The supreme courts of 
several states hav sustained the validity of Sunday 
laws, and a multitude of the lower courts hav done 
the same. The federal Supreme Court has affirmed 
inan obiter dictum that this is “a Christian na- 
tion.” Congress passed and the president signed 
a bill intended to close the World's Fair on Sun- 
day, and, although the Fair was not kept closed all 
the time, the legal victory was with tho theocrats, 
for the Appellate Court of Illinois has just decided 
that Judges Stein and Goggin, whose acts kept it 
open, did not hav jurisdiction. Besides, none of 
the decisions which were operativ to prevent the 
closing of the gates took into consideration the 
real and vital principles involved. In Montana we 
hav thus far succeeded in keeping the Bible out of 
the schools, and in Ohio the hearing of prayers 
in the lower house of the legislature has been dis- 
pensed with this winter. These triumphs are en- 
couraging, but, unfortunately, not decisiv. Nothing 
will be permanently settled until the theocrats are 
disastrously defeated on the battlefield of national 
politics. With God and Jesus and the Bible in the 
Constitution and the Supreme Court merely the 
highest tribunal of a state-church, Ohio and Mon- 
tana will easily be whipped into the ecclesiastical 
traces. 


One of the latest decisions against the religious 
liberty of the citizen is that of the Appellate Court 
of Maryland, rendered in the Judefind case. Mr. 
John W. Judefind is a farmer living in Kent county. 
He is an Adventist, and husked corn in his field on 
Sunday. Arrested and taken before a magistrate, 
he was fined $5. He appealed to the Circuit Court, 
was tried, and again fined $5. He carried his case 
to the Court of Appeals on a writ of error, which 
alleged that the Sunday law of Maryland is void 
because it is in violation of the first paragraph of 
the fourteenth article of the Constitution of the 
United States; because it is in violation of article 
thirty-six of the Bill of Rights of Maryland; and 
for several technical reasons, one of which was that 
the warrant was issued and served on Sunday, and 
another that the bond was void because it charges 
« Sabbath-breaking,” when no such offense is known 
to the laws of the state. The court denies that any 
writ of error lies to it in this case. But, although 
this disposed of the writ, the court proceeded to 
deal with the alleged unconstitutionality of the 
Maryland Sunday law. 

The court said that the law in question contra- 
venes neither the federal Constitution nor the 
Maryland Bill of Rights. Of course “ numerous de- 
cisions sustain this view.” We take this occasion 
to remark that Freethinkers and other advocates of 
a free Sunday will hav to make up their minds that 
the courts will in the future, as they hav in the past 
and as they do to-day, decide that Sunday laws are 
constitutional. They will continue to misinterpret 
the organic law until they are forced to do other- 
wise by an aroused and aggressiv public sentiment. 
The church militant is in the saddle. We shall 
never enjoy the religious liberty contemplated by 
the fathers and provided for in the Constitution 
until she is unhorsed. The Maryland court con- 
tinues : l 


** Nature, experience, and observation suggest the pro- 
priety and necessity of one day of rest, and the day 
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‘generally adopted is Sundav. There will always be dif- 
ferences as to how the day sha"! be spent, but the advan- 
“tage is too apparent to doubt. In interpreting these dif- 
‘ferences we must not place unreasonable constructions 
upon them; but a man, if he defies the law of the state, 
must expect to be punished. If the position of the 
plaintiff be correct, then the law prohibiting the sale of 
liquor on Sunday, etc., is unconstitutional, as would be 

. most, if not all, of our laws concerning Sunday. The 
court says that Sunday has been observed as a day of rest 
from the foundation of the state, and cites Kilgore vs. 
Mills e£ ai. (6 Q. and J., 274, and 11 Maryland, 313) to 
prove the position, and it says the laws are looking toa 
still surer making of the day & day of rest." 

But nature, experienee, and observation do not 
suggest the propriety of compelling one to rest in 
the particular manner favored bya Christian major- 
ity. The fact that a man, if he defies the laws of 

, the state, must expect to be punished, answers no 
question as to the constitutionality and righteous- 
ness of the law. Zhere is the real issue always; 
there is where the line is drawn between the just 
man and the Sabbatarian No doubt the early 
‘Christians expected to be punished if they dis- 
_ obeyed the laws of Nero, but that did not demon- 
strate the validity and equity of those Jaws. When 
judges talk such twaddle as this uttered by the 
Court of Appeals of Maryland, what hope is there 
of a fair administration of law and an orderly and 
prosperous social state? The court further avers 
that * Sunday has been observed as a day of rest 
_ from the foundation of the state.” What of that? 
It could just as pertinently be said that Monday 
has been observed .as a washday during the same 
period and that therefore a law to punish a woman 
fordoing her washing on Tuesday would be con- 
 Slitutional and equitable. Maryland has had a 
“blasphemy ” statute for a long time and no doubt 
these Daniels come to judgment would declare that 
itis valid because it is old, should an Atheist be 
prosecuted under it and the case come before them. 
We should be grateful to these judicial gentle- 
_men for their comforting assurance that “ the laws” 
of Maryland “are looking to the still surer making 
of the day a day of rest." Which means, of course, 
that the Christian lawmakers and adjudicators are 
determined that the people shall comport themselvs 
on that day as the church desires them to do. 


* “A national Sunday law is on the program of the 
Covenanters and their allies. Rev. H. H. George, 
- of the American Sabbath Union, and who is now in 
Washington lobbying for the God-in-the-Constitu- 
* tion amendment, is reported by an Iowa journal 

o hay said at a Sunday convention in that state in 
December last: 

** We are living in stirring times. 
and put our shoulder to the wheel. 
this Sunday desecration. 


We must cry aloud 
We propose to stop 
The Sunday trains are de- 
pendent upon the Sunday mails for support. Stop the 
trains, and that will stop the Sunday newspapers. All 
denominations of any note are now united in this move- 
ment, Catholic and all, and we hav succeeded in getting 
the coöperation of all labor unions, temperance associa. 
tions, and other societies, political and ecclesiastical, to 
unite in one solid move on the present Congress, to force 
them to pass a national Sunday law. We are prepared to 
make Congress understand that this is a Christian na- 
tion. We would be a set of fools to giv up the battle 
now after gaining the victory over Congress in the 
World’s Fair movement. We must hav a Sabbath day as 
we want it. We hav got to get out on the streets and ery, 
‘Yet forty days aud we shall hav law.’ Those who will 
not be persuaded to keep the Sabbath [Sunday] can be in- 
formed that they will be compelled to do so. The states 
` hav Sunday laws, but this is not enough. We are going 
to hav a national law, and I think I am sure we shall hav 
it before the first session of this Congress is closed, 
Measures are now effected to besiege Congress with rep- 
resentativ men from every organized body in the land, 
and they will not dare refuse us. The church should 
use the power of Congress to control the sin of the na- 
tion, and if she does not do so, blood will be on her gar- 
_ ments.” 

That is the way these men talked before Congress 
passed the World’s Fair Sunday closing bill, and we 
thought the boast was a vain one, but we were very 
soon undeceived. Shall we be caught again? 

* We must hava Sabbath day as we want it”! 

' The insolence of it! “We are going to hava 
national law”! How do free men and women like 
this talk? And how will they like the fact? 


Referring to the final disposition of the Cling- 


man World’s Fair injunction case by the Appellate 
Court of Illinois, the Christian Reformer says: 


** Christian citizens must be blind if they fail to see how 
this injunction case demonstrates the necessity of an au- 
thoritativ and undeniable constitutional basis for Sabbath 
laws and all such distinctivly Christian institutions of our 
government, Of all the practical arguments for 
the Christian amendment of our national Constitution, 
this Clingman injunction suit is the strongest that can be 
urged. Let the attitude of the nation in all its 
courts and laws, toward the Sabbath and the Lord of the 
Sabbath, be so clearly defined by a constitutional ac- 
knowledgment that all such trickery will be hereafter im- 
possible.” 

In other words, if the Christian amendment, 
now in committee of Congress, had been a part of 
the Constitution at the time of the World’s Fair, 
Mr. Clingman could not hav appealed for his rights 
under that Constitution, and Judge Stein could not 
hav kept the gates of the Fair open on Sunday. 
Now, Freethinkers, you can see clearly some of the 
possibilities of mischief which are wrapped up in 
this amendment which Mr. Putnam, as your repre- 
sentativ, goes to Washington to oppose, and you 
will realize the imperativ necessity of holding up his 
hands. The seeds of crime in that embryo amend- 
ment are numberless. Read again these words 
which we hav quoted from the Christian Reformer, 
and note particularly that the theocrats are striving 
to obtain “an authoritativ and undeniable constitu- 
tional basis for Sabbath laws and all other such 
distinctivly Christian institutions of our govern- 

ment. Do you know what that means? If you do 
not, read the history of any country in which the 
church controled the state. 

Will the theocrats pause in their work when they 
hav succeeded in incorporating Christian dogmas 
in the Constitution and the statutes? What are 
laws worth if not enforced, and who but Christians 
can properly and remorselessly enforce Christian 
laws? It is the wish and the intention of the Cove- 
nanter party to shut non-Christians out of all public 
positions, and very probably also to disfranchise 
them. Does this seem incredible? Nevertheless it 
is true. Read these excerpts from an editorial in 
the Christian Statesman of Jan. 6, 1894: 


**Tt is absolutely necessary for the safety and welfare 
of the nation and the national interests, that the govern- 
ment itself be held to the strictest conformity to the di- 
vine law. If it holds and exercises the divine authority 
over men, it should be required to use that authority, ac- 
cording to the divine direction. The divine 
powers and prerogativs of civil government are safe and 
beneficent in the hands of men only when they are directed 
and controled by the divine law. 4. The importance of 
vesting with the powers of civil government, such men 
only as fear God and are true to hislaw. This follows 
from the very nature and province of civil government, 
If it is the ordinance of God’s government over men, in 
their civil capacity, and is clothed with his authority, and 
exists for the accomplishment of his purposes among men, 
and can be safely administered only as directed by his 
law, it certainly follows as a logical necessity that they 
who administer its powers must be the obedient servants 
of God, and men who love his law. Will the 
Christian citizens of the nation learn the lesson? Is it 
possible to so far remove the film of party prejudice from 
the eyes of intelligent Christian men, as to enable them 
to see that what our land needs is not so much the su- 
premacy of any party, or of any mere secular policy of 
governmental administration, as the elevation to the 
places of governmental authority and responsibility, of 
men who are able, and fear God, and honor his holy 
law?" 


These sentences are their own commentary. 


What is being done by the theocrats to push the 
Christian amendment? Meetings in furtherance 
of the movement hav been held in a number of 
cities and towns, especially in Pennsylvania; at 
one meeting $225 was raised for the work in Wash- 
ington, and $180 more for the same work was re- 
ported in one issue of the Christian Reformer, 
besides more than $400 for the general work of the 
National Reform Association; a mass meeting was 
held in Pittsburg on March 2d, and it was expected 
that a large delegation would go to Washington 
from that meeting and be present as a moral back- 
ing at the hearing on the 6th inst. So many are 
going that special railway fares and hotel rates in 
Washington were secured; while the amendment is 
pending, a monthly, the Constitutional Amendment, 
will be issued, and also a new weekly series of 


National Reform documents (the “Christian Amend- 
ment Series”); subscriptions are being solicited to 
send these documents to all the ministers and other 
influential persons throughó&t the whole Union; the 
association wishes to send out each week one hun- 
dred thousand copies of the smaller document and 
the same number each month of the larger one; pe- 
titions are being widely circulated; all friends of the 
treasonable scheme are urged to write letters to their 
Representativ and Senators, and it is expected 
that hundreds of. telegrams will be rẹceived by the 
members of the House Judiciary Committee from 
March 5th to 7th. These are some of the measures 
being taken to “arouse the publie conscience” in 
order to intimidate Congress and so secure a favor- 
able report from the Judiciary Committee. The 
enemy is splendidly organized, is under perfect dis. : 
ciplin, is fanatically enthusiastic, and in the final 

struggle at the polls or elsewhere can depend upon 

the dormant yet powerful superstitions of millions 

of Christian men and women who may now think 

that they are opposed to the demands of the Na- 

tional Reform Association, but who will find it im- 

possible to resist the Christian appeal to their early 
teachings and their fears—“ He that is not for me 
is against me." 

Now we know what is before us—a long and 
stubbornly contested fight to preserve the most im- 
portant parts of the national Constitution and 
with them our dearest rights as American citizens 
and free students in the great world-school of 
thought. All that our ancestors wrested by the 
force of brain and the might of the strong right 
arm from noble and priest and king is at stake. 
The traitor politieal chureh has once more flung 
herself at the white throat of liberty. Her murder- 
ous hand must be wrenched away at whatever cost. - 
She must be thrust back into her place and taught 
to respect the rights of the people. She says gov- 
ernment is from God, by which euphemism she 
means herself. We say all just government is of the 
people, and when she attempts to usurp their au- 
thority she does so at her peril, 

Defeat the Christian amendment. 


Do We Want the Bible in the Schools? 

Some of our friends seem to be inclined to take 
exception to our opinion that the American Pro- 
tectiv Association is antagonizing the Catholic 
church from the standpoint of the fanatical Protest- 
ant, and that, having ho clear conception of the 
basic principles of religious liberty and civil justice, 
it aims simply to shut Catholics out of office in 
order to make places for Protestants. To such we 
respectfully commend the matter which follows. - 

The. American Citizen, of Boston, a paper 
strongly in sympathy with if not actually an organ 
of the American Protectiv Association, says: 

‘We sincerely hope that this great organization— 
founded on Christian principles—with the Bible as its 
supreme eonstitution— will adhere closely to the spirit 
of the book which has made Protestantism what it is, and - 
without which Rome has degenerated into & corrupt and 
despised ecclesiastical despotism.” 

The American Eagle, of Kansas City, Kansas, 
the official organ of the American Protectiv Associ- 
ation in that state, prints the platform of principles 
of the state organization. Here is the tenth plank: 

** We demand that the Bible, which has been the recog- 


nized text-book of our fathers, be maintained in our pub- 
lie schools as the rule and guide of all moral actions.” 


Do we want the Bible in the schools? 
a SE En oM Dant 


State Superintendent of Schools Prendergast of 
Minnesota thinks it will not harm any Freethinker 
to hav a selection from the Bible read in the schools. 
It is also possible that a selection from Ingersoll or 
Tue Truru Szexer would not harm any Christian if 
read in the same place, but the chances are that 
the Christian would say something bad. - 


The Illinois appellate court has decided that the 
state court that issued an injunction forbidding the 
World’s fair managers to close the gates on Sun- 
day, had no jurisdiction. Well, the gates were kept 
open. Practically, the victory was with common 
sense and liberty. Technically, the Sunday-closers 
won. Yet it is never to be forgotten that Congress 
was the first usurper. Following its illegal action 
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comes all the rest. This battle,” so-called, was 
but a skirmish. The real battles are to come. 

4 eo 

*t Some of our thoughtless contemporaries think it is 
very inconsistent to send a cargo of rum and a missionary 
together to Africa. But what could be more appropriate? 
The missionary tells the nativs how to die, and the rum 
kills them. | See?"—N. Y. Voice. ` : l 

Our pious neighbor will find itself outside the 
chureh soon if it keeps on telling the truth in this 
careless Way. ` 


“We will engage to make as strong an. argument for 
polygamy out of the Bible as any man can make.for the 
liquor traffic ont of the Bible. S Voice. 

That is an easy task, Mr. Funk. We will engage 
to make thrice as strong an argument for either 
out of the Bible as you can make against either out 
of the Bible. 


District-Attorney Perry notified David Overmyer, 
counsel of Moses Harman, that he should call up 
the case of his client and move for sentence at the 
term of the federal court sitting in Topeka last 
week. However, the court has adjourned and Mr. 
Harman is still in undisturbed occupation of the 
sanctum of Lucifer. It is well. i 


«The American Sabbath Union, the New York Sab- 
bath Committee, and a number of the other Sabbath as- 
sociations and unions hav issued a circular reminding the 
ministers and churches that the first week in April has: 
been for several years observed as & season Of united 
prayer for the Lord’s day, and suggesting that, as the 
first of April comes on Sunday, special attention be given 
to that topic both in sermons and prayer."— Independent. 


April 1st is All Fools’ day. 


The American Newspaper Publishers’ Association,: 
lately in session in this city, adopted a resolution. 
in condemnation of House Bill No. 4,732, now be-. 
fore Congress. This is the proposed new gag law. 
drafted by the Society for the Emolument of Its 
Officers and is intended to put the control of the. 
advertising and news departments of the daily 
papers and other periodical publications into the; 
hands of a gentleman temporarily residing in; 
Washington and adorned with the mellifluous title 
of Postmaster-General. It is very gratifying. to 
observe that' the American publishers know this 
fool law when they see it, even if they do shut their. 
eyes to some others equally inimical to the freedom, 
of the press and to sound morals. 


The president of the Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union of California has just written to the 
secretary of the National Reform Associaton in 
hearty approval of the present attempt to Chris- 
tianize the, Constitution, and asking for 1,000 blank 
petitions to circulate for signatures in the only state 
that has no Sunday laws. Mrs. J. C. Bateham, of 
Kentucky, orders 200; Mrs. Mary C. Woodbridge, 
of Chicago, 200; Mrs. Dr. R. J. George, of Beaver 
Falls, Pa., orders nearly as many, and in addition 
has had several thousand printed at her own expense. 
All these are prominent officer's of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, Mrs. Bateham and 
Mrs. George being national officials. Did some 
one say there is no danger ? 


Some years. ago Colonel Ingersoll, in speaking 
of Samuel P. Putnam, said : 

*t Mr, Putnam believes Freethought has a future; that 
the time is coming when the superstitions of this world 
will be forgotten or remembered—some of them with 
smiles, many of them with tears. His abilities are of the 
highest order. He compels the admiration of everyone 
who really loves the just and true,” 

Besides believing that Freethought has a future, 
Mr. Putnam is doing as much as any other man to 
hasten it and to make it glorious. The campaign 
which this soldier of progress is about entering 
upon is an important one, and we hope that the 
comrades will rally at his call. Colonel Ingersoll 
has not overestimated the abilities of Mr. Putnam. 


Franklin Steiner delivered his lecture on ‘ The |. 


Great Religious Conspiracy " before the Manhattan 
Liberal Club on Friday evening, February 23d. 
The lecture was an excellent presentation of the 
subject, showing that the two great priesthoods, the 
' Catholic and the Protestant, are making a simul- 


iJ in this. 


taneous assault upon the constitutional guarantees 
of the religious liberty of the citizen, and that they 
hav already. intrenched themselvs in custom, stat- 
ute law, and judicial dictums and decisions. The 
address was well delivered, enthusiastically re- 
ceived, and the few lame criticisms upon it were 
easily and effectually disposed of by Messrs. Row- 
ley, Wakeman, Ames, Sullivan, Foote, and the 
lecturer. A young man from the Truru Szzxer 
office sat at a table by the door and very suc- 
cessfully solicited signatures to the petition against 


the God-in-the-Constitution amendment. 
—— CRURA ET 


The anthropologists of the Bureau of Ethnology 
hav received a report embodying the results of a 
study of the skull of Pizarro, whose mummy was 
recently disentombed in Peru. It seems some- 
body has been “startled” by this revelation of the 
cruel conqueror's character.. We are informed that 
“the skull reveals all the marks of the criminal 
type as recognized by science to-day.” He “was a 
murderous and blood-thirsty brute.” The cranium 
“has even the so-called ‘fossa of Lombroso,’ which 
modern criminologists hav never discovered except 
in confirmed and habitual enemies of society.” And 
so on. No one familiar with the career of this 
wholesale murderer will be either “startled " or 
surprised by these. statements. Pizarro was the 
remorseless and unscrupulous destroyer of a civili- 
zation superior in every respect except militarism 
to that of Spain. He was a devout Catholic, and 


could neither read nor write. 
pos we ee a S 


The London Freethinker, referring to the God- 


"| in-the-Constitution amendment, says that the Amer- 


ican Secularists hav forestalled the clericals “ with 
a sixteenth amendment to the Constitution, declar- 
ing that no state shall pass any law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or authorize any payment 
of money to any church, religious socisty, or under- 
taking which is wholly, or in part, under sectarian 
or ecclesiastical control.” There are some mistakes 
The Christian amendment is already under 
consideration by the Judiciary Committees of the 
Senate and House. There is a society of Protest- 
ants which stands sponsor for such an amendment 
as the Freethinker outlines. It is aimed at the 
Catholics. Several of the leaders in this society are 
workers for Sunday laws and other Christian stat- 
utes, and there is not a known Freethinker among 


.| them. It isemore than probable that the God-in- 


the-Constitution scheme will find supporters in this 
society. 


It is very difficult to please all the good folks, and 
it seems to be impossible for them to agree among 
themselvs as to the moral qualifications that go to 
the making of asaint. The Christian Statesman 
is very warm in its praise of the late George W. 
Childs. He would not publish a Sunday issue of 
the Public Ledger; he kept all bad advertis- 
ments out of its columns; he was & great moral 
beacon-light for the young, etc. Next comes the 
Voice with this broadside of denunciation of the 
same man and paper: ; 

* (George W. Childs, who has just died after a life 
crowned with public respect for his many benefactions 
and the many noble traits of his character, was neverthe- 
less the proprietor and editor of the Ledger, of Phila- 
delphia, when it sold the columns of its editorial page to 
the drunkard-makers of Pennsylvania for so much cash, 
and printed their lies and misstatements in such a way as 
to lead the average reader to suppose that the editor was 
responsible for them. For the assistance.rendered by his 
paper in a critical hour to the work of wrecking homes, 
breaking mothers’ hearts, damning bright boys, and fill- 
ing brothels with fallen girls, a thousand charities cannot 
atone.” 

All of which goes to show that men are “ poor 
critters,” doubtless made so by God for some in- 
serutable purpose. 


The Cincinnati Catholic Telegraph pours out its 
wrath upon Puck because of the latter’s cartoon 
“representing the Catholic church as a cat in its 
various stages of growth until it becomes a fierce 
and murderous tiger with its claws on the prostrate 
forms of a public school boy and his mother, who 
has around her waist a belt on which is inscribed 
the word *Liberty." From this it appears that at 
least, one Catholic editor accepts the Darwinian 


to the church and other religious institutions. 
seemed that the priest got all the money rich, wo- 
men had to spare during life or leave at death. But 
a change has begun, let us trust. 
the bequests of three women, all reported in one 
week, and not a dollar to a church! 
board of managers of the Germantown (Pa.) Hos- 
pital hav received a bequest of $100,000, left by the 
late Mrs. H. Pratt McKean; Mrs. Mary E. Schen- 


133 


principle of development with a quick-time attach- 
ment, for he has a common cat change into tiger. 
Possibly he will not take kindly our suggestion 
that the tiger was a tiger all the time, only at first - 
it was a young and small tiger. Another thing: 
We don't believe the artist intended the Goddess of 
Liberty to be taken for the school-boy's mother ! 
We are afraid that the Catholic Telegraph’s editor 
is more familiar with representations of the Ma- 
donna and child than he is with pictures of the 
Goddess of Liberty and the school children she 
guards. 
like his church, knows so little of Liberty and its 
symbolical figure that he is unable to recognize 
either when placed before him. ^ 


In fact, we apprehend that this Catholic, 


Women hav long been the most generous givers 
It 


Here is a list of 


Good! The 


ley, of London, England, who is a large landowner 
in Pittsburg, Pa., has given that city the magnificent 
gift of Schenley Park, the ground for the newsboys’ 
home, the site for the new insiitute for the blind in 
Oakland, the historic old block house at the point, 
$1,000 to the charity fund, and a voluntary reduc- 
tion of rent to all her tenants. Lately she has con- 
tributed $10,000 to the fund for the purchase of 
another public park. And Phipps Conservatory, 
Schenley Park, is open on Sunday, right in the city 
of Pittsburg, the home of the Christian Statesman! 


| Mrs. Charles Brown, Quincy, Ill, by will leaves 


$300,000 to publie charities. She givs $55,000 
and her residence and furniture to inaugurate and 
maintain a home for the aged poor in Quincy; a 
bequest of $5,000 to the Woodlawn Home for 
Orphans in Quincy, and $5,000 to the Industrial 
Home for Girls in Evanston, Ill.; $75,000 to the 
Illinois Humane Society, $45,000 to the Louisiana 
State Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, $15,000 to the Massachusetts Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, $15,000 to 
the Quincy Humane Society. 


The Way a Lawyer Looks at the Scheme. 


To raz Eprrog or Tux Trura SEEKER, Sir: Please 
send me several petitions against the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution. I can obtain a num- 
ber of signatures here and will write to one or two 
of the members of the judiciary committees. 

I think it very important to notice that the reso- 
lution, as introduced, proposes the amendment for 
ratification by conventions in the several states in- 
stead of by the legislatures of the several states. As 
provided by Article V. of the Constitution, Congress 
may propose an amendment either to the legisla- 
tures or to be ratified by conventions. Every one 
of the fifteen amendments to the Constitution has 
been by Congress proposed to and ratified by the 
legislatures. Should the resolution be concurred 
in by two thirds of both houses, the National ;Re- 
form Association evidently realizes that it must be 
much more difficult for those who are in favor-of a 
government “öf the people, for the people, and by 
the people” to overcome the ignorance and supersti- 
tion of the masses and induce them to choose dele- 
gates to conventions who would oppose the ratifica- 
tion than it would be to educate a few score members 
of the legislature in each state, many of whom are 
already elected. The National Reform Association 
is well organized to influence the ignorant millions, 
while the opposition is better prepared to- bring 
convincing arguments to the few. Therefore the 
ratification by conventions is sought to be proposed 
by Congress, which Congress may do but which 
it never has done. You may object to my language, 
“the ignorant millions,” but, as you realize that 
there are “Congressmen who hav never before 
heard of this God-in-the-Constitution movement,” 
the sooner we come to realize the ignorance of mill- 
ions of their constituents the sooner will we; be 
prepared to throw off the chains of superstition 
with which we are now bound and prevent -bhem 
from binding us with more. I do not write this 
for publication, but hope that I hav called your 
attention to an important feature of the regojation. 
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QGommunications. 


A Grand Campaign—The Press and the 
Platform. 


Immediately after the publication of my book, 
* Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” I wish to 
enter upon a thorough Freethought campaign 
throughout the country. The times demand it. 
There was never greater danger than at present. 
What is needed is agitation and education. On 
every side there are sigus of ecclesiastical aggres- 
sion. The church powers, through the facilities of 
corrupt politics, are surely and almost without re- 
sistance encroaching upon the liberties of the peo 
ple. A long and hard battle is before us for human 
rights. The firct thing to be done is to enlighten 
the people in the principles of American govern- 
ment, of justice and freedom, of humanity and prog- 
ress The glorious principles of Freethought must 
be declared in their universal application. The 
clear light of reason must, illuminate the message 
of science, of equality and fraternity. 

This requires a determined effort. It requires 
perseverance, courage, energy, and generosity. It 
requires steady work all along the lines, in every 
locality. Wherever there is a handful of Freethink- 
ers they should do something. They should ar- 
range for at least one lecture, if not more, in their 
community. Let this be done all over the country, 
and a great advance will be made. There will be a 
vast power in such a general and united effort. 

The platform and the press must work together 
in this great enterprise. The word spoken and the 
word printed each has its own influence. The 
lecture srouses as the book cannot; but the book 
educates through silent days and in the depths of 
thought as the lecture cannot. It is my purpose in 
the important campaign which I now undertake to 
combine these two in a method not before adopted, 
and which I believe will giv new and far greater 
success to our cause. I am sure that the Liberals 
of this country will see the immense advantages of 
the plan proposed, and will do their level best to 
make it a brilliant triumph in every state in the. 
Union. Of course I must be amply supported by 
Liberal friends or I cannot carry it through to the 
great results which certainly can be reached if there 
is cordial co-operation. What I propose is this: 
To giv lectures at the usual reasonable rates, and in 
addition to the lecture to donate a certain amount 
of books, to be used by the Liberals who pay for 
the lecture as campaign literature for their own 
benefit and the education of the community in 
which the lecture is given. In this way the lecture 
will leave behind & permanent and extending influ- 
ence. My terms, therefore, are as follows: 

For $19 I will giv one lecture and $4 worth of 
books; for $30, three lectures and $13 worth of 
books; for $50; five lectures and $22 worth of 
books; for $60, six lectures and $30 worth of books; 
for $100, ten lectures and $60 worth of books. 
These books are to be publications of the Truth 
Seeker Publishing Company, Investigator, Free- 
thinkers’ Magazine, Independent Pulpit, and other 
Liberal publishing houses; Ingersoll’s works, 
Washbu-n's, Watts’s, Remsburg’s, Shaw’s, Put- 
nam’s, etc.—Freethought and scientific literature. 
I shall pay my traveling expenses, but I shall ex 
pect board to be provided for me at every lecture 
point. It would be impossible for me to pay hotel 
expenses at these rates. 

It will be seen that the only way by which I can 
successfully carry out this method of lecturing is to 
hav a large number of appointments; at least five 
hundred—better one thousand. This will probably 
be the last extensiv campaign that I shall make in 
this country, and I want to devote at least two solid 
years to the work. I want to go into every state in 
the Union and to every place where there is a hand- 
ful of Liberals. . I want to make this a campaign 
both of agitation and education; I want to create a 
pervading and growing influence, and this comes by 
means of the books. IfI giv five hundred or a 
thousand lectures on these terms, thousands of dol- 
lars’ worth of Liberal ‘books will be distributed all 
over the land, and this cannot be done in any other 
way than as I propose. What a tremendous influ- 
ence this will be for many years to come! 

I hope that wherever possible Liberals will ar- 
range for six lectures. In this way they will get 
$30 worth of books, which will form a splendid 
nucleus for a Freethought circulating library. Be- 
sides, it takes about six lectures to thoroughly 
arouse a community, and it takes that number of 
lectures to adequately explain Freethought in its 


relations to life, philosophy, science, politics, and | 


human happiness and progres3. 
It is understood that these lectures are to be 
given consecutivly. I must lecture every night to 


pay.my way, and Sundays must always be counted 
for two lectures; one in the daytime, and one in 
the evening. It is only by continuous labor that I 
can make both ends meet. 

When two or three lecture points are a few miles 
apart, they can join forces for six or ten lectures at 
the rates above, provided that all my traveling ex- 
penses are paid from point to point in this combi- 
nation. 

I shel! not be able to enter upon this campaign 
until the first of June next, on account of business 
connected with the publication and distribution to 
subscribers of “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought;” but between now and that date I want at 
least three hundred lecture appointments, and I 
earnestly ask those Liberals who think of accepting 
these splendid offers to write me at once, for although 
I may not be able to visit their field immediately, yet 
by knowing beforehand what lectures I am to giv 
throughout the country, I can arrange to do so at 
the least possible traveling expense, and it is by thus 
having three or four hundred lectures on my list 
that I am enabled to make such excellent rates, for 
what I thus save in travel is put into the books. 

It is understood that Liberals who pay for the 
lectures will make their own selection of books, only 
they must be strictly Freethought and scientific 
books. I cannot afford to make these rates for any 
other kind of literature. 

. The following are the titles of the ten lectures I 
shall giv during this campaign : 

“Rights of Man.” 

«The Religious Conspiracy.” 

“ Liberalism and Christianity.” 

* Freethought and Morality.” 

* Evolution and Creation.” . i 

“The Bible and Modern Thought." |.  . 

“Spiritualism, Theosophy, and Freethought.” 

* Liberty and Authority.” 

« Ethics of Jesus.” 

** Geology and Genesis.” 


Now, I hope that the Liberals of America will 
accept this magnificent method of work and push 
forward with fresh enthusiasm to larger fields of 
effort. Iset my mark at one thousand lectures 
for this campaign. That will distribute over 
$5 000 worth of books. Think of it! Rally. Let 
there be a memorable advance. Write at the earli- 
est moment to Samvex P. PUTNAM, 
Care of Tur Truru Seeker, 28 Lafayette place, 

New York. 


Still Searching for Light. 


Why writers of ability in one line of thought ex- 
hibit analytical powers of a high order when dis- 
cussing one particular question, and, refusing to 
accept preconceived notions unsupported by logical 
reasoning as proof of a doctrin, cling only to that 
which can be demonstrated with reasonable cer- 
tainty, abandon reason and logic when they enter 
the discussion of other subjects requiring exactly 
the same qualities which make them eminent in their 
chosen line, is a question which no fellow can an- 
swer, while all are forced to admit that that is just 
what most eminent writers do when they venture 
out of their accustomed field. Citations without 
number can be made in proof of this assertion, as 
for instance the matchless Ingersoll, who, when 
talking about the tariff, is quite as illogical and dog- 
matic as he is sound and argumentativ when point- 
ing out the mistakes of Moses. That grand old 
man, Gladstone, on the other hand, is an Ingersoll 
in logic when discussing questions of political econ- 
omy, but degenerates to the intellectual level cf 
that eminent praying machine, Dwight L. Moody, 
when he defends theology. Descending a little in 
the scale of eminence, we find that able image- 
breaker, Samuel P. Putnam, absolutely resistless in 
his pitiless logic until he runs afoul of the currency 
question, at which time he utters such absurdities 
as make the judicious grieve. Look at that wit and 
poet, “the man with the badge-pin,” who with this 
dual description needs not to be further named in 
order to be recognized by readers of Freethought 
papers, who, able and concise on his chosen subject, 
yet furnishes a spectacle for gods and men when he 
‘alludes, even casually, to the question of finance. 
And last, not least, witness our able coadjutor in 
iconoclasm, John Peck, whose sledge-hammer blows 
against theology hav turned churches into theaters 
and robbed clergymen, without number, of tran- 
quility and sleep, but whose utterances on the cur- 
rency satisfy the thoughtful that his Agnosticism in 
the matter of finance is beyond dispute. If Mr. 
Peck did not claim to be competent to teach others 
in regard to financial matters, there would be no 
cause of complaint against him. But as he assumes 
the role of teacher, it is entirely in order for one 
who, while acknowledging his need of instruction, 
refuses to accept mere assertion as conclusiv, to 
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question the preceptor and accept or reject his as- 
sertions according as the evidence impresses him. 
Since, then, school is open, let an inquirer ask Mr. 
Peck if the fact that the making of fractional eur- 
rency, such as cents, nickels, and dimes, is a govern- 
mental monopoly, taken in conjunction with the fact 
that one can realize on such assets at the various 
sub-treasuries, in any other kind of currency one 
desires, does not sufficiently account for their pass- 
ing at their face value? If the answer be negativ, 
the next question which suggest: itself is, Does Mr. 
Peck believe that fractional currency would con- 
tinue to circulate at its nominal value if the mints 
were open to the free coinage of cents, nickels, and 
dimes at ten cents’ worth of copper, twenty cents’ 
worth of nickel, and fifty-thee cents’ worth of silver 
to the coined dollar? If the answer be affirmativ, 
we may ask if the certainty of ultimate redemption 
in intrinsic value, when required, of any of the cur- 
rency, fractional or otherwise, is not a large factor 
in establishing the confidence of the people gener- 
ally in money which has no intrinsic value, or which 
has very much less than its face value in intrinsic 
worth? If yes, is “intrinsic value a fallacy?” If 
no, why does money which lacks intrinsic worth in 
any degree ever go to a discount as compared with . 
money of full intrinsic worth? Further, what 
principle of political economy is ignored when the 
government “uses a costly material, such as gold, 
instead of a cheap material, like paper, for money ?” 
When Mr. Peck speaks of an “ economic principle ” 
is he entirely clear in his mind regarding the differ- 
ence between “ economic,” as applied to the science 
which treats of the production and distribution of 
wealth, and “economical,” which he here uses as 
expressing merely the idea of costing less? When 
Mr. Peck, then, speaks of the government “ ignor- 
ing an economic principle,” does he mean that there 
has been a violation of the principles which under- 
lie the laws governing production, or does he mean 
to irply that the laws of frugality hav been disre- 
garded? We are sorry to be obliged to press this 
point, but it is essential that we should know.  ' 
In conclusion let us inquire if, “ when a man pays 
& debt with a paper dollar, the dollar is redeemed,” 
it is not equally true that Mr. Peck's note would bé 
redeemed by ihe operation of the holder paying it 
out to some one in exchange for some commodity to ` 
the value of its face? Would Mr. Peck despair of 
ever seeing his note again in consequence of such a 
transaction, or would he bear in mind the date of 
its maturity and hustle round for funds to meet it, 
when it met him, as it surely would? Now, in an- 
swer to these questions, let Mr. Peck not attempt 
io wax sarcastic in regard to the questioner’s diet 
nor ask for a reason for a rainbow not standing up- 
side down, but let him sincerely and honestly 
answer if he can, or if he cannot let him come off 
ihe preceptor's perch. E. O. Roscoz. 


—— M—— —————— SÉrÉ———— ———————— 
Religions in South America. 

The Roman Catholic is.the religion of Brazil, as 
well as of the rest of South America. In the Ar-: 
gentine Republic, Uruguay, and Brazil there are 
members of other denominations. These denomina- 
tions are as strong as the foreign element happens 
to be in that locality, for the only nativ converts are 
a few servants, dependants or hypocrits for selfish 
ends, all of whom return to their old allegiance as 
soon as the foreign influence is removed. In a few 
cities where the numbers justify a church is built ; 
other, weaker sects hire or borrow the use of halls. 
The churches as a rule hav their benches far apart, 
and the hall meetings are sad affairs; in Brazil it 
is especially so. 

Missionaries from America are often to be met in 
these countries; what good they ure doing from a 
religious point of view is to be found only in their 
reports to their home church or the society that 
sends them, for upon the spot itself the good. effect 
is not seen. Their schools may be exceptions, for 
in many parts these are found in a reasonably flour- 
ishing condition; but where these schools are free 
from these missionary influences they are better 
still, for often their dogmatic action in regard to 
religion disgusts their patrons, and many flourish- 
ing schools hav been broken up. 

Z/'The nativ women, even if they hav sufficient edu- 
cation to teach, possess none of those qualities 
which could enable them to govern a school. The 
customs of society make them timid and mistrustful 
of themselvs; the functions of a school-mistress de- 
mand more freedom of action than the customs of 
the country allow the nativ-born, while the foreign- 
ers are better educated, possess more self-reliance, 
and are freer from the hampers that nativ society 
puts upon its own women. As for being sectarian, 
this is against them; but, as many are callous on re- 
ligious subjects, they prefer these schools to those 
taught by the Catholic priests, especially for their 
daughters and small boys. 
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The religious status of South America, so far as T 
hav had opportunities to observe, can be summed 
up in this sentence: The nativs are all Catholics, 
and their priests divide them into two classes, that 
is, good and bad Catholics. It is an accepted -doc- 
trin of their church that all must be received by 
infant baptism into the church, and ever afterward 
they are Catholics; and this infant baptism the 
priest sees is not neglected.- ` 

From Protestantism the priests hav no fear, for 
they know its weakness and their own strength. 
Besides the truly devout that hav all faith in the 
pope and the dogmas of their church, there is 
another large class that sees the great good that 
they are doing with their schools for the training 
of the young, houses of refuge for the unfortunate, 
and hospitals for the sick of all nations, and even 
many that profess no religion at all or disbelieve in 
that of the Catholic church hav great respect for 
them on account of their charities. 

In their daily walks of life their religion does not 
trouble them if they see proper to gamble, drink to 
an excess, go to the horserace on Sunday, or. do 
any other act which is a sin in the eyes of others. 
Their spiritual advisers can absolve them from all 
sin, although in South America such actions as the 
above are generally recognized as having in them 
no sin that calls for the aid of the priest or pricks 
in the least & Catholie conscience. 

A few women, and occasionally a man, attend 
mass and confession regularly. On saints’ days of 
grand display of pomp, glitter, and fireworks the 
attendance is larger; but the general indifference 
and apathy on these subjects among the masses I 
should think would be alarminz to Rome, for 
among these baptized Catholics there is a large per 
cent that totally disbelieve in the signs and symbols 
of the church. 

The Protestants reap nothing from this, for those 
who leave Rome approach no nearer to the borders 
of their belief, but on the contrary go out into 
Matetialism, and the number of these to-day in 
South America count up into the millions, but so 
little interest is taken in these subjects that you 
seldom hear them discussed, yet a direct reference 
brings a ready response that they are disbelievers. 

The last ten years hav brought to the surface the 
question of government aid to the established 
church, which has invariably ended in the total 
severance of church and state, and many even going 
further, and decreeing that marriages aro illegal 
without the sanction of civil authority. This was a 
deep stab to the powers of Rome, and disbelief. is 
at the bottom of it all. 

From the census of the state of Rio de Janeiro 
for the year 1892 I take the folloving figures: 
Foreign inhabitants, five and three-tenths per cent; 
twenty per cent of total is school population; all 
males between seven and fourteen years and females 
between seven and twelve, inclusiv, are reckoned 
in the school population; only eighteen per cent 
of this twenty per cent attend, or three and six-tenths 
of total population. This is only one state, but for 
all Brazil the per cent is two and three-tenths of 
total. « 

Four persons (two couples) are married yearly 
for each one thousand inhabitants; sixty-five per 
cent of the population is unmarried; thirty-two 
per cént married, and three per cent widowed. 

(France has fifty-two per cent unmarried, and 
thirty-nine per cent married.) Seventy-eight out of 
every one hundred cannot read or write, and ninety- 
nine per cent are Catholics (nominally). 

The men are some two per cent in excess of the 
women, and the children of illegitimate birth are 
‘thirty per cent of total. J. Ross.. 


At the Front. 


On February 7th I began a journey to the At- 
lantic coast and my first stopping-place was Murray, 
Ia, a village of five hundred inhabitants. I was to 
open the way here for Freethought, among people 
who had never heard an Infidel lecture and who 
‘possessed all sorts of forebodings as to what both 
the lecture and the lecturer would be. Mr. JrS. 
Banker made the arrangements, and through the 
kindness of Mr. Decker, who owns the Opera 
House, we were enabled to hav a hall. The Chris- 
tians were taken by surprise. The Methodist 
preacher inquired of all he met, ** Who invited this 
vile Infidel to come here?” My first lecture was 
given to a full house. No opposition was offered. 
But the next day the whole town was in an uproar. 
Although there are three churches, there is but one 
resident preacher; so the first step was to eall in 
the outside ministers The Methodist sky-pilot, 
Rev. Mr. Matheny, walked over town the entire day 
inviting all to go to church, and by evening every 
church was fired up and lighted. Some said that I 
ought to be rotten-egged; others that I ought to 
be ridden on a rail; and, to hear some talk, I was 


already hung and quartered. Christians are too 

cowardly to carry their threats into execution. 

ren prevented from doing so, not by fear of 
; but fear of the jail and the penitentiary. 

As on the second night I had three churches to 
contend against, my audience was not as large as 
on the previous one. I do not think there are a 
dozen Liberals in Murray, and the first evening my 
audience was composed of just the people I wanted 
—Christians. Everybody was discussing the sub- 
stance of the lectures and the Christians said some- 
thing about a debate in the future I told them 
that I was ready and to bring on their David at 
any time. . 

I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr? J. A. Wick, a 
veteran Freethinker. Mr. and Mrs. R. Jones came 
up from Osceola. My thanks are due to Messrs. 
Wiek and Banker, who, standing alone in a den of 
bigotry, bravely hold to the sky the banner of Free- 
thought and progress. 

On the morning of February 9th I left Murray 
for Ottumwa, where Colonel Ingersoll was to lect- 
ure in the evening. I had never heard or seen our 
great champion and no opportunity could be better. 
The most enjoyable hour of my life was spent with 
the colonel in his room at the Ballingall Hotel. 
While there a reporter came up to interview him on: 
the great questions of the day—political and relig- 
ious. I do not remember one-half of the witty and: 
eloquent words that were spoken while I was in his 
presence, but I felt that I was in the company of 
the greatest man now living—a great man in every 
sense of the word. In reply to a remark I made to 
him about the discussions he had and the in- 
numerable challenges he. receives he said that 
whenever the churches will unite on a man and in- 
dorse him as their representativ he will be ready to 
meet him, but that he will pay no attention to the 
little “ fly-up-the-ereek " parsons who seek a discus- 
sion with him to bring themselvs into notoriety. 
The lecture of the evening was on “Shakspere,” 
and for nearly two hours the.audience was charmed 
by Colonel Ingersoll’s. eloquent interpretation of 
the: great dramatist. To hear this lecture is to 
understand Shakspere better, for he has not a more 
devout student and loving admirer than Ingersoll. 

Saturday morning found me in Chicago, and the 
first friend I greeted there was Geo. Robertson. 
Soon I saw Mr. Reichwald, and finally Putnam, 
whom the labor of writing a history of Freethought 
seems to hav no effect upon, for he is as robust and 
jolly as ever. Saturday afternoon we called upon 
Mrs. Freeman, whom illness has prevented from 
attending the Secular Union’s meetings for several 
weeks.. On Sunday morning, accompanied by Mr. 
Reichwald, we went to hear Professor Mangasarian 
lecture upon Thomas Paine. 

On Sunday evening I lectured before the Secular 
Union. The hall was full, and a short discussion 
followed the lecture. The Union seems to be 
regaining its old prestige. It appointed a com- 
mittee to call upon the editor of the Times, which 
journal has been giving false and vituperativ re- 
ports of the meetings, written by some bigoted 
reporter. The editor apologized and said that the 
thing would not occur again. : 

The Salvation Army had a trial of the devil at 
their barracks on last Friday night, and the well- 
known Freethinker, Jehu Barr, appeared as a wit- 
ness in his Satanic majesty's defense. The Herald 
published a report of the trial. which was very 
amusing. 

While in Chicago I was the guest of Mr. E. C. 
Reichwald, the energetic treasurer of the Federa- 
tion, whose kindness I will not soon forget. 

Delphos, O. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


e e a et E ORIS : 
Looking Backward—A Bit of History Reviewed. 
. Daring the year 1887, when the McGlynn affair 
was at its hight, the Catholic Herald of this city 
published several articles which spoke approvingly 
of Dr. McGlynn and supported his views. This 
evidently touched the archbishop in -a tender spot, 
for he immediately proceeded to use his ecclesi- 
astical power to intimidate the publisher. To effect 
this he wrote the following letter, which, from 
an ordinary citizen, would be punishable with im- 
prisonment: 
452 Mapison AvE., New York, Apr. 13, 1887. 

. To THE EDITORS AND PROPRIETORS or TRE Catholic 
Herald, Gentlemen: By this note, which is entirely 
private, and not to be published, I wish to call your at- 
tention to the fact that the Third Pienary Council of 
Baltimore, following the leadership of Pope Leo XIIL., 
has pointed out the duties of the Catholic press, and de- 
nounced the abuses of which journals, styling themselvs 
Catholio, are sometimes guilty. That paper alone, says 
the council decree (No. 228), is to be regarded as Catholic 
that is prepared to submit in all things to ecclesiastical 
authority. "ED j : 

It warns all Catholic writers against presuming to 
attack publicly the manner in which a bishop rules his 


diocese.  . ; 
For some time past the utterances of the Catholic 


Herald hav been shoekingly scandalous: 
paper is published in this diocese, J hereby warn you 
that if you continue in this course of conduct, it will be 
at your peril. 


harmless. 
menace to our institutions. 
as Archbishop Corrigan threatened Daniel O. 
Laughlin, the publisher of the Catholic Herald, 
seven years ago. 
clutches, is all we ask.  Linpsiey Fuaven Minus. 


As this news- 


I am, gentlemen, Yours truly, 
M. A. Corrigan, Archbishop of New York. 


After reading such a letter as the above, one is 


inclined to think that the Constitution of these 
United States, providing for and upholding the 
liberty of speech and of the press. is, after all, 
only a pleasant fiction, which existed alone in the 
brains of our heroic forefathers. 
not change his spots, nor can the pope's litter 
change their nature. 
ago is the Corrigan of to day; the threat made then 
holds good now; and were he able, the whole secu- 
lar press would be muzzled, if not entirely sup- 
pressed. Men who speak as they think and write 
as they think hav ever found an enemy in the 
church of Rome. 
and truth tellers. 
shackle the thought of the Middle Ages would hold 
reason-as tightly now, were it not for the freedom 
of speech and pen. 


The leopard can- 


The Corrigan of seven years 


She has no use for truth seekers 
The lies which she forged: to 


The Catholic church is not sleeping, and it is not 
It stands to-day a great and powerful 
It threatens everyone. 


May he never hav us in his 


Churehly Purpose and Performance. 


Josiah W.. Leeds, the Quaker associate editor of tho 
Christian Statesman, is making himself very officious 


in the attempt to bulldoze the news companies into re- 
fusing to handle papers which do not come up to the 
standard of stupidity favored by Mr. Leeds and his con- 
freres. 
ous, and music and the drama they are sure also need a 


These people seem to think that truth is danger- 


censorship. Such men and women as these are saved 
only by their comparativ obscurity from making them- 
selvs as ridiculous as United States Senators hav done 
over the St. Gaudens medal °.°.° A Christian paper, 
attacking the cheap theater, says that it attracts those who 
cannot afford to attend the higher priced ones. It adds: 
** And there is not much difference between them, after 
all, in the effects upon the morals of their patrons." This 
Jast reveals the real grievance of the church. Tt hates 
the theater because the theater is a rival teacher and 
entertainer. But the time is coming when it will claim 
all there is good in the work of the theater as its own. 
Only recentlv a clergyman declared that the theater was 
the offspring of the church. Rev.,H. H. George, 
representing the National Reform Association at Wash- 
ington, has been informed of a man who will be one of 
fifty to giv $500 each ‘‘to press the acknowledgment of 
God upon the nation.” Mr. George says that $1,000 is 
wanted at once for ‘‘the special work in Washington.” 
There are not less than eight or ten most important 
questions, such as a National Sabbath law, a uniform 
marriage and divorce Jaw, the Honduras Lotterv scheme. 
the sixteenth amendment on the school question, and 
above all the Christian amendment to the Constitution. 
These, and others besides that should bé pressed before 
Congress at once, and hav summoned all the influence, 
and weight, and worth of the Christian sentiment of the 
country to back them up. * ** Ohristian people.are 
ealed upon, more loudly to-day than ever before, to 
speak out, and demand that the law of God be applied to 
the settlement of the questions so vital to the safety and 
welfare of our country." ‘‘And above all the Christian 
amendment." Does Mr. George speak unadvisedly? No. 
Congressman Morse of Massachusetts already has before 
the House judiciary committee an amendment to the 
federal Constitution providing for the recognition of 
God. The mine ix ready to be sprung. What are F'ree- 
thinkers ‘ready to do? * Rev. Mr. George, National 
Reform agent at Washington, calls loudly for petitions to 
be sent to the Senate against the admission as states of 
Utah, New Mexico, and Arizona Tf these Reform med- 
dlers display their usual dexterity in manipulating ‘‘ pe- 
titions,” they will hav twenty million names .before the 
St. Gaudens Senate in a month. . The police at 
Rome hav discovered a grand swindle perpetrated by 
some very devout French Catholics of high rank, pronfi- 
nent among whom is the widow of the late Marshal Saint 
Arnaud. Circulars were distributed in’ all countries 
calling for contributions to the ** Holy Father," whom the 
Freemasons kept chained and lying upon straw ina deep 
cellar of the Vatican. The money was wanted to procure 
the Pope’s liberty, and bring him in safety to France. 
Quite a number of pious suckers did bite, among them 
the French bishons Chai and Glenard each gave twentv 
thousand lires. To those who said that the Pope was all 
right, it was answered that it was a sham pope (a devil in 
Leo’s person); who occupied the papal chair, and made a 
fool of men like Chauncy Depew. The Countess Arnand 
had in her house a fine altar surmounted by a hollow ma- 
donna statue, whose inhabitant, a girl, spoke to the pious 
visitors and made them put up their cash. ‘‘ What fools 
these mortals be!” f PE -` 
THE BUNDAY STRUGGLE. . - 
Sunday closing recently reported from Terre Haute, 
Ind. *. The Holyoke paper mills will hereafter be 
closed on Sunday. *.*.' The new city council of Toronto 
is opposed to the resubmission of the Sunday car question 
the coming summer. Of course nothing better could 
be expected in that city under existing conditions - *.*. 
Almost $2,000 was paid into the Pennsylvania treasury 
last year as fines for violation of the Sunday laws. How 
much longer will a self-vaunted free people permit this 
stealing to continue?  *.'.' On January 14th all the 
ministers of St. Louis preached on ‘‘ the observance of 
the Lord's day in secular matters.” '.".' The Phila- 
delphia fetich-worshipers are trying to secure tle en- 
forcement of the Sunday law of 1794 in that city. Of 
course the priests are pushing the movement. ; 
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Freethought Federation of America. 
HEADQUARTERS: 105'Sonth Water street. Chicago. 
S. P. PUTNAM, President. 


Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, Sec.; E. C. REICEWALD, Treas. 


Vice- Presidente: 
Franklin Steiner, 
Peck, I. J. Porter. 


OBJECTS OF FEDERATION: 
Keep church and state forever separate.. Grant. 
no sense whatsoever is 
Ohristian religion.— Washin 


gton. 
It is wicked and tyrannical to compel any man to support a re- 


ligion in which he does not believe.—J«f'erson. 


'Son. i 
The divorce between church and state should be absolute.— 


Garfield. 


A religion that depends on the state for its support, is for that 


reason a bad religion.— Franklin, 
Religion and the 


Federation of America: 


The present dangerous attitude of the Christian 
ehurch requires immediate and energetic action on 
We must meet them in 
the halls of Congress where they are pushing for- 
ward the **God-in-the-Constitution Amendment." 


the part of Freethinkers. 


I shall be at Washington, March 6th, without fail, 
to speak before the judiciary committee. 
to hava host of clergymen to contend against. 


But besides the contest before the committee the 


agitation must be extended throughout the country. 
The ecclesiastical party are scattering broadcast 
their pamphlets. We must do the same. 
pose at once to publish and distribute by the 
thousand my lecture delivered before the Interna- 
tional Congress, * The Rights of Man." This lec- 
ture shows the dangers which are before us and 
the work which we must do. We must enlighten 
the people in regard to our platform. They do not 
understand it. They do not know that the princi- 
ples of our Constitution are daily violated. Free- 
thinkers do not realize it themselvs. They let 
things drift. We cannot afford to do this any 
longer. The issue is now forced upon us. The 
church has taken a tremendously aggressiv step; 
and the church is determined to succeed ; this is no 
child’s play on its part. It is the logic of its very 
existence; the spirit that for ages has animated it, 
and which will not die out; the struggle before us 
is one of the greatest in human history: the results 
will be of incalculable importance. We must hav 
funds to pus our work, and I hope that every Lib- 
eral will do what he can. We must hav money for 
the campaign at Washington. The church has its 
agents there all the time. We must publish “The 
Rights of Man,” and send that forth as widely as 
possible. 

Send all contributions to E. C. Reichwald, 165 
South Water street, Chicago. Hereafter all contri- 
butions to the treasury will be published weekly in 
Tau Truru Szzxrs, so that every donor to the fund 
can see that his money is paid in, and what it is used 


for. Now is the time for action.. 
Samvet P. Pornam, 
Pres. Freethought Federation of America. 
B. C. Bennett, South Norwalk, Conn..................... $1 00 
B. A. Roloson, Delphos, O........................ eere 5 00 
J. Henry Schroeder, Arago, Or. ............. sees. 2 50 
F. C. Koechlin, Troy, Wis.................... scene 1 00 
C. E. Anderson, Grafton, N. D.................... eese 1 00 
F. D. Rope, Waterbury, Conn................... eee 1 00 
Unknown, Waterbury, Conn............................ ee 50 
W. B. Orchard, Boothbay, Me... 50 
C. D. Sterns, Steamboat Rock, I: 95 
L. Hofna, Grand Rapids, Mich.. 2 00 
Wm. C. Decker, Crawford, Mich.. 5 00 
W. J. Jones, Blank, Utal..............cccccccsseesssseeceeees 3 00 
Q. M. Gates, Butte City, Cal............................ css. 5 00 
BRI ETT 2 00 
Geo. L. Pratt, Ridgeway, N. Y.......................sssss 1 00 


E. C. REICHWALD, 
Treas. Freethought Federation of America. 


News and Notes. 


It might hav been advertised “standing room 
only" at the hall of the Chicago Secular Union on 
Sunday night, February 18th. It shows that there 
are some live Liberals in Chicago, and that the 
radical element is bound to survive &nd, more than 
' survive, to be a progressiv force. - The pioneers 
always hav to bear the brunt of the battle; and so 
it is with the Chicago Secular Union—the only 
organization in Chieago squarely committed to the 
Demands of Liberalism. There are Liberal organ- 
izations, more or less Freethought, labor, and re- 
form organizations, and Liberal churches, where 
orthodoxy is so diluted that you can scarcely catch 
a flavor of it; but the Secular Union is the only 
one entirely at-the front. 

After the lecture, the subject of which was 
“Liberalism and Christianity,” there was quite a 
discussion. There is a Rev. Mr. Morgan, who 
comes every Sunday, and who poses as a Christian; 
but, as he rejects most of the Christian doctrins, it 
is pretty hard to tel] exactly what he does believe. 


N. F. Griswold, B. A, Roloson, J. M. 


this government founded upon the 


manner of discharging it can be directed only 
by reason and conviction and not by force or violence.—Madison. 


To the Friends and Members of the Freethought 


I expect 


I pro- 


He dwells in a cloud of metaphysies and sentimental 
imaginations. He loves Jesus and thinks the 
Golden Rule is the supreme thing, and his criticism 
generally ends in an exhortation. 


quite common. 


tions. What do words really mean? 


worthy somewhat of admiration. I replied that in 


discussing Christianity we must take the Jesus of 


Christianity, and the Jesus of Christianity is the 
Jesus of the gospels exactly as they are. The 
Christian has no right to any other Jesus. To 
change the gospels in any respect is to dissolve 
the foundations of the Christian church. It sinks 
into the quicksands at once. It is all nonsense to 
talk about the “real Jesus,” for there is no real 
Jesus, as Mr. Betts showed by some extracts from 
church history. There is no valid record of the 
existence of aJesus. And then, as Stuart Beattie 
said, if you do find him, what's the use? He can’t 
teach us anything. We are away ahead of him, and 
know a thousand things that he never thought of. 
But it is manifest that whoever Jesus was, he was 
not a Christian; for no one could be a Christian 
until Christianity came into existence, and Chris. 
tianity was not in existence until years after the 
death of Jesus. So it is unhistoric to talk of the 
“Christianity” of Jesus. Jesus hadn’t any. But 
the point is this—the Christian religion is founded 
upon the Jesus of the gospels, and therefore the 
Christian religion must hold to what this Jesus 
says. And if the Jesus of the gospels says, “He 
that believeth will be saved, and he that believeth 
not will be damned,” then the churches are bound 
to affirm that saying. It is their creed, no matter 
whether the “real Jesus” ever said it or not. The 
* Jesus" of the gospel record did say it, and that is 
the “ Jesus” that the churches must stand by, and 
it is that “Jesus” who makes their creed. 

Mr. Beattie pointed out the great danger that 
now threatens from the Rcmish church. Almost all 
the city officers of Chicago are Catholics. They 
make a combination that is hard to beat. 

Mrs. Sarah E. Ames pointed out a sharp distinc- 
tion between the Christian and the Liberal in that 
the one accepted the Bible as of divine authority 
and the other did not. He who believes a state- 
ment merely because it is in the Bible cannot in the 
very nature of things be a Freethinker. 

Mr. Barr, the “devil’s defender,” put in some 
few suggestions as to the cruel teachings of Jesus. 
The Salvation Army recently undertook to try his 
Satanic majesty. Barr took the witness stand for 
the defendant. The prosecuting attorney inquired 
if Mr. Barr had any personal knowledge of the 
devil. The witness said * No." 

* Where do you get your information?” was the 
next query. 

* From the Bible," said Barr. 

* But we can't allow such testimony," said the 
attorney. 

“Why not?" said Barr. ** You. use the Bible 
against the devil It’s only fair to use the same 
witness in favor of the devil" 

The judge thought so, too. 
convicted nevertheless. 

Barr has moved for & new trial. 

I lecture next Sunday again on the vital ques- 
tions of * Liberty and Authority." 

The ever-encroaching union of church and state 
is seen in the following. It crops out even in the 
tariff question. ` The churches want free trade in 
everything that is for the use, benefit, and glory of 
the church. 

The ecclesiastics want exemption from duty on 
stained or painted glass and works of art when im- 
ported for the use of a church. Cardinal Gibbons 
has interested himself in this matter, and the repre- 
sentative of various church associations hav joined 
in the petition. 

On this matter the Chicago Times well says: 

_ The frequent exemptions granted to religious organiza- 
tions in our tax Jaws, both national and local, are illogi- 
eal and giv the lie to the basic theory of independence of 
church and state, which is part of our national code. 
Under the immunity granted to religious, educational, 
literary, and philosophical societies a horde of abuses can 
spring up. 

If congress will be logical it will either tax stained 
glass, regardless of the purpose for which it is imported, 
or admit it free altogether. 

This is a point on which the work of the Federa- 
tion can come in. If we hav a tariff, let it be im- 
partial 

The Young Men’s Christian Association for the 


But tke devil was 


On the whole he 
liked the lecture, and what I defined as Liberalism 
he called Christianity, a confusion of terms which is 
AsI remarked in my lecture, the 
most important thing in the world to-day is defini- 


Van Orman, my old army comrade, a devout 
Anarchist, but of the mild, philosophical sort who 
reason, but do not fling bombs, said that I did not 
get at the real Jesus, who was not so much a 
churchman as a social.reformer, and in that respect 


past few years has been up to the usual orthodox 
dodge. . The association has a large, valuable build. 
ing which it rents for business purposes, and for 
the use of its tenants has been stealing the city 
water. It has just been discovered, and now they 
must pay tax to the amount of several hundred dol- 
lars a year. When the Christian property is not 
exempted by law, then stealing is resorted to. 
Wouldn't that make fine baptismal water ?—holy wa. 
ter, indeed, stolen from the taxpayers of Chicago. 
Mrs. Myra Bradwell, of this city, has recently 
died. She was editor of Legal News, which has ẹa 
national reputation. For years she fought to hay 
her legal personality recognized, which the courts _ 
declared was lost in the fact of her marriage. This 
was in 1869, and was Christian legislation as to the 
rights of women. Since then she has been admitted 
to practice in every court in the United States. 
This is a victory for Freethought. It seems strange 
that less than thirty years ago woman was debarred 
from a profession for which she was amply qualified 
and passed the highest examination, simply because 
she was & woman. The church law prevailed in 
this republic until then. The destiny of woman 
was marriage, said the court, and therefore she can 
not practice law. The head of the wife is the hus- 
band, even though he be a fool and she a genius. 
But brains hav won, and St. Paul is now laid upon 
the shelf. P. P. 
—Á— ————"————— 
Observations. 


* A highly esteemed friend in New Orleans," re- 
marks the New York Sun, “asks us if we hav ob- 
served the fact that Senator White, of Louisiana, is 
the first Roman Catholic ever appointed to the 
bench of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
Our friend ismistaken. Chief Justice Roger Brooke 
Taney, who presided over the Supreme Court for 
nearly thirty years, was a Roman Catholic.” 

Mr. Taney was eminent otherwise than as a Ro- - 
man Catholic. He is the distinguished blunder- 
buss who emitted the opinion that the colored race ` 
has no rights which white men are bound to respect. 


— 


We are often caused to wonder 
By the lightning and the thuoder, 
Which phenomena do faze us by their majesty and might; 
But at present it's the twitter : 
Of another feller-critter 
That’s permitted to amaze us, beating nature out of sight. 


It is Roscoe o’er the river, 
Who is posing as the giver - 

Of intelligence supernal on the subject of finance,’ __ 
With the casual injection, ger 
Touching tariff and protection, — 

That the notions of our Colonel are rejected at a glance. 


Mr. Peck lacks information; 
Putnam Causes lamentation, 
Says this Prophet of Gowanus, in their economic role; 


While the man of witticism, : e 
In the higher criticism 
Makes exposure of his manners, like a monkey on a pole. 


But the Prophet of Gowanus, 
Who has chosen so to scan us, 
Better quit the sort of meanness and retire into bis hole; 
It’s & quite improper caper 
For to write into the paper * 
And insinuate a Genius is a monkey on a pole. 

Some time last year a sempstress named Emma. 
Goldmann addressed an audience of laboring peo- 
ple in New York. It was evidently a hungry audi- 
ence, for Miss Goldmann talked on the subject of 
bread. Her theory, as she developed it, was that 
since labor is employed in the manufacture of 
bread, from the farmer in the field to the baker in 
the hot cellar molding his sweat into his doughy 
product, therefore laborers hav a right to eat it; 
and she said to her hearers, “Ask for work; if | 
they do not giv you work, ask for bread; if 
they do not giv you work or bread, then take 
bread.” This system is not original with Miss 
Goldmann. Some time before, Cardinal Manning, 
& distinguished prelate of the Ohristian church, had 
written in the Fortnightly Review: ‘Necessity 
knows no law, and a starving man has a natural 
right to his neighbor's bread;" and the lady orator, 
being struck with the force of the remark, conceived 
that the present would be an appropriate occasion 
to’ repeat it. But Miss Goldmann overlooked the 
difference between her position and that of the car- 
dinal. She failed to recognize the difference be- 
tween the extent of liberty accorded the subjects of. 
an effete monarchy like England and that granted 
in this free republic. She did not know that in 
England liberty is the prerogativ of clergymen, 
while in America it is enjoyed by an Irish constabu- 
lary, and finds its exercise in clubbing citizens who 
speak with a German accent. She was also blind . 
to the distinction between Cardinal Manning, who, 
like the praying man, meant no good, and herself, 
who, like the blasphemous person, meant no harm, 
These were fatal oversights. She spoke the words 
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quoted, and disaster followed. Our “institootiong” 
were undermined, the earth was rent, the firmament 
cracked, and several policemen within the sound of 
her voice were immediately sobered. Confi dence 
was restored by sending Miss Goldmann to jail. 

The circumstances of the foregoing crisis are re- 
called by the receipt of a pamphlet containing a de- 
fense of Miss Goldmann by Voltairine de Cleyre. 
Voltairine does not repeat Emma’s and the cardi- 
nal’s sentiments, not because she has any respect 
for legal authorities, but because she does not think 
the advice is good. She is none the less severe, 
though, upon the exploiters of industry, and inti- 
mates that were she Emma and Emma Voltairine, 
there would be a Voltairine would ruffle up your 
spirits, and put a tongue in every wound of Labor's, 
that should move the stones of Rome to rise and 
mutiny. 

The Defense is published in a five-cent pamphlet 
and Miss de Cleyre's address is 3515 Wallace street, 
Philadelphia. 


Tal’ winked, then whispered low, ** Don't fret, 
I play this dodge to raise that debt; 

Y've tried the bold bluff game before, 

Perhaps the trick may work once more; 

If so, why then we'll happy be, 

And sing the old Doxology.” Owen JONES. 


The clergyman could not say a word. He 
snapped his book shut, “jerked” his robe, as the 
removing of a garment is sometimes described; 
jammed both of them into his satchel, and hit the 
trail away from that house as though bears were 
after him. The widower's visage relaxed as he 
watched the intruder out of the clearing; then he 
smoothed his face back to its former condition of 
rigid solemnity, resumed, his seat as chief mourner, 
and nodded to the neighbor to go on with the read- 
ing. And so the simple services proceeded. 

Anyone with a keen perception for the humor- 
ous might smile at reading a description of this 
funeral; but I am told by a person who was present 
that no levity was exhibited, and that a more 
sedate procession was never seen than this which 
followed old lady Plato's remains to their grave in 
the woods. 


The Vaecination Question. 


509 E. Tiocust street, Des Morwzs, Ia., Feb. 15, 1894. 

The state board of health has ordered compulsory vac. 
cination here, and a large number of our best Freethink- 
ers are entirely opposed to it, and we want your grand 
paper to turn on its modern searchlight of investigation, 
giving your views of it. We think it is useless and dan- 
gerous. What do you think of it? We hope you will 
giv it hell. W. CALDBEOCK. 

For documents treating of vaccination we re- 
spectfully refer our correspondent to Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Jr., 120 Lexington avenue, New York City, 
and to Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth street, Boston, 
Mass. They are fully in accord with the views of 
Mr. Caldbeck. Weshould be glad to canvass many 
other reform questions, but our Freethought and 
religious liberty specialties fill our pages to over- 
flowing. 


A Western contemporary published in a district 
which last winter sustained an epidemic of small- 
pox, and which is now in the febrile stage of a re- 
ligious revival, soliloquizes thus: 

To think that the result of two long years of labor by 
George E. Macdonald in the cause of ‘intellectual 
emancipation” has been undone in two short weeks. 

I think it took about the same length of time for 
variola to put the community under quarantine. 
Nevertheless, there are signs of returning health, 
for the same contemporary makes this rather stimu- 
lating remark: “Evangelist Cairns says that a wise 
Infidel keeps his mouth shut. What a wide differ- 
ence there is between a wise Infidel and a wise 
evangelist !” 


The priestless funeral, which causes so much com- 
ment in localities where clergymen hav enjoyed a 
long and undisturbed monopoly of the last sad 
rites, does not excite any wonder in the rural pre- 
cincts of the new Northwest. Ihav even known 
people to be buried there without any ceremonies 
at all, for the reason that no one but a minister 
could be found to officiate; and only the ministers 
protested. 

Near the little village of Edmonds, in Snohomish 
county, Washington, the funeral of a wife occurred 
not long ago that would hav had something humor- 
ous in it except for the respect in which ‘she and 
her husband were held. An aged couple of the 
name of Plato lived there. They were both un- 
believers and did not attempt to conceal it. The 
town had two rival church organizations—Congre- 
gational and Episcopal, the members of the one 
being known as “Congregationals” and of the 
other as *Hpiscopals" Both the pastors were 
tenderfeet, but the Congregational proved himself 
the best rustler and the balance of trade in marry- 
ing and burying came his way. The Episcopal 
said much and sawed the air, but he had no calls 
outside the pulpit. When Mrs. Plato neared her 
end the Congregational minister offered to pray at 
her bedside, but his services were declined on 
grounds of unbelief in their utility. For the same 
reason his proffer of a funeral sermon was not ac- 
cepted. The Episcopal minister, learning that his 
rival would not officiate, and not knowing why, 
thought it a good opportunity for himself to 
show what he could do on such occasions, and re- 
solved to improve it. Those acquainted with Mr. 
Plato’s mental attitude toward religion said noth- 
ing, preferring to let matters take their natural 
course. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Plato made arrangements with a 
neighbor to read a service from “The Truth Seeker 
Collection” or some other book of secular forms, 
and went seriously about the work of setting his 
house in order for the funeral. The place was at 
some distance from the clergyman’s residence, but 
with his surplice and prayer-book in a satchel, he 
arrived there before the services began. Members 
of his flock were present to witness his triumph. 
The Congregationals were on hand, as they ad- 
mitted, to see the fun. The husband, busied with 
the preparations, had not observed the clergyman’s 
arrival. Everything was ready. The neighbor had 
cleared his throat for the reading of his part, and 
the hush that always attends such events had fallen 
upon the assemblage, when the Episcopal priest 
emerged from an adjoining room, “frock on and 
book in hand,” as a relator described him. The 
Episcopals present looked jubilant, and the Congre- 
gationals gazed at one another and winked. But 


Lectures and Meetings. 


S. P, PurNAX has given up his lecture appointments at 
Toronto in order to be at Washington March 6th. 


Jonn E. Remssvure will speak for the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Olub, Friday evening, March 2d. Sunday afternoon 
Mr. Remsburg lectures on ‘‘ Bible Morals,” at the New- 
ark Liberal League, 177 Halsey street, Newark, N. J. 


Tue Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severance Hall, 
421 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.80 Pp. a1. 


Tux Radical Library meets in Skerrett’s Hall, Ridge 
avenue and Green street, Philadelphia. Open on Tues- 
day, 7.80 to 10 p.m. 


Tux Pittsburg Secular Society meets in Curry Univer- 
sity Hall, Sixth street, near Penn avenue, every Sunday 
afternoon at 8 o'clock. 


Tam Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1683 
‘Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. 


. Tam Women’s LrezBAn LEAGUE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings st 8 o’clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. 


Tum First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 P. m, Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-schoolin same place at 19:80 P. 21. 


Ex-Mayor Hewitt of New York was at a banquet 
of the Southern Club given in this city on Wash- 
ington’s birthday, and being permitted to speak 
showed his appreciation of that privilege by calling 
the Southern statesmen fools. “I know your 
Southerners in Washington,” he said, “and I know 
them to be ignorant. That is the only word that 
fits; blank, crass ignorance. Almost in a solid 
body, with a few honorable exceptions, they gave 
their votes to the Silver bill. That is the work 
of your South of to-day. That is the South- 
ern statesmanship at the end of the nineteenth 
century. That is ignorance; that’s what it is, ig- 
norance, that goes forward with the dangerous 
strength of its own convictions. There is no 
fool like the fool who rushes in where angels 
fear to tread.” He spoke of Calhoun and Olay and 
Benton and others as statesmen after whom the 
more modern representativs and senators should 
pattern, which might hav been improving advice if 
some of the Southerners had not hastened to point 
out that these great characters were silver men like 
themselvs. In fact, they go further and tell him 
that no great statesman has ever put himself on 
record against silver. Mr. Hewitt’s grudge against 
Southerners dates back to the time when he was a 
member of Congress and some of them refused to 
vote for free pig-iron, off which Mr. Hewitt, who is 
an iron manufacturer, desired to hav the duty lifted 
‘in order that he might compete with Carnegie, 
whose factories are located nearer the source of the 
nativ product. The temper of some Northern and 
Eastern gentlemen indicates that if the whites of 
the South had been the slaves, there would not hav 
been much enthusiasm hereabouts for their emanci- 
pation. Gro. E. Maoponarp. 


Pror. W. F. Jamson lectured at Illinois Hall 
Los Angeles, Oal., recently. The large hall was wel 
filled with attentiv listeners. The lecture lasted for 
about two hours and was warmly applauded. Mr. Ja- 
mieson sends us the good news that Dr. J. E. Olark, who 
has just opened a Freethought bookstore in Los Angeles, 
will hav Tum TRuvR SggkER constantly on hand, and will 
doubtless sell many copies every week. 


Tam Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of leotures for March: 
March 4th—** The Future Civilization," Jas. A. Skilton. 
March 11th —** Locomotion as Related to Life and Sur- 

' vival,” Dr. M. L. Holbrook. 
March 18th—** A Sermon to Liberals on Religion and 
Church,” Dr. J. H. Duren Ward. 
March 25th—‘‘ Moral Philosophy," Henry Rowley. 


FRANKLIN STEINEzn's lecture engagements are as fols 
ows: 
Mar. 4, Philadelphia, Pa. | Mar. 26, Newark, N. J. 

** 8, Norwalk, Conn. April 1, Alliance, O. 

9, Meriden, Conn. ** 3-6, Eaton, O. 

** 11, Boston, Mass. * 8, Dayton, O. 

* 12,18, Harwich, Mass. | ‘€ 8, Cincinnati. O. 

** 14, Cotuit, Mass. * 9, New Ross, Ind. 

** 15, Osterville, Mass. ** 10, 11, West Point, Ind 

** 18, Boston, Mass. ** 18, 14, Toledo, O. 

** 91-98, Northport. N. Y. ' '* 15, Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. Steiner has some open dates for his return trip, 
Address him in care of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remssure’s appointments for March are as 
follows : 
Mar. 2, New York City. Mar. 18, Marietta, O. 

* 8, Northport, N. Y. * M, Alliance, O. 


Talmage, Don’t Go! 


Dear Talmage, don’t desert the church, 
And leave the trustees in the lurch; 
For should the pastor go away, 

The sheep forlorn would go astray 
And mingle with the sinful crowd, 

And then Old Nick would cry aloud— 
While o’er that pile his eyes he cast— 


old man Plato soon attracted their notice. He was “ Ah, ah! the game's played out at last.” S aore nj i6 15 Os D. 

equal to the demands of the occasion. When the Should you go avay proud pain us, »" i Wantagh, N Y. « 3 m ua HC 
ini or wh? beside could entertain us, « i ; t i 

minister had reached the head of the coffin, the With euch bathos, fights, and kicks, 5, 6, Sporting Hill,Pa| ps uel own, Ind. 


« & i Pa ** — 19, Carrollton, Ind 
f » amsport, Pa. 5 $ 5 
* 9, Brookville, Pa. | ‘ 20, Morristown, Ind. 
‘« 10, Connellsville, Pa.| '* 21, E. St. Louie, Ill. 
* — 11, Zelienople, Pa. | ‘ 22, Jerseyville, Ill. 
‘© 11, Butler, Pa. ** 18, Union, Mo. 

* 12) Bellaire, O. | 


Tar Brooklyn Philosophical Association last Sunday 
had the pleasure of listening to Franklin Steiner on 
“ Morality Without Christianity.” It was an able lec- 
ture and the audience were very attentiv throughout, and 
showed their appreciation by frequent applause. It was 
an attempt to show that Christian morality is to-day in- 
adequate, and that & morality founded on Secular princi- 
ples, resulting from observation and experience, and con- 
forming to natural laws, would be all that could be 
desired in place of Christian morality. 


widower got up and faced him, running his keen 
old eye up and down the clerical garment, and then 
bringing it to bear on the preacher's face. When he 
had completed his scrutiny, he remarked, “ Who de 
ye?” The minister was plainly and painfully sur- 
prised, but he found tongue to explain in a confi- 
dential whisper that he was a clergyman. “ What's 
them togs ye hav on?” continued theold man. “A 
surplice,” replied the other, and opened his book. 
“But say,” interrupted the bereaved one, “be you 
8-runnin’ this ere funeral?" The minister said he 
supposed so. “ Well, I don't," said Plato; “I don't 
suppose anything of the kind. 'Iwon't do. The 
old lady wouldn't hav it. I don't know who sent 
fot ye, mister; I know I didn’t, and I'm damned 
sure I don’t want ye nor yer book, nor any of yer 
wawa. Young man, if ye intend to be present on 
this solemn occasion, ye'd better roll that surplus 
and set down amongst the congergation." 


And lots of other funny tricks? 

But shall—for want of sordid cagh— 
Our Tabernacle go to smash, — . 
Amid the giant’s organ's groans, 

And the blushing holy stones, _ 
Brought from famed Mount Sinai, 
Where sacred thunders rent the sky, 
While sullen walls look down in gloom 
As conscious of impending doom? 
And as if by demons sent 

A hand writes **Twenty-three Per Cent!” 
Oh, sliall our sacred temple sink— 

Be turned into a skating rink?— 

A hippodrome—a concert hall— 

A stock exchange, or, worse than all, 
A rendezvous for city knaves 

Called politicians, and their slaves; 

A boxing ring, or, who can tell? . 

It may become a gambling hell— 

A Brooklyn Monte Carlo—where 

All hell might meet in conclave there; 
Or perhaps a wild beast show; 

O dear De Witt, pray do not go. 


The many admirers of Mr. Otto Wettetein’s writings, 
which are ef the unsophisticated materialistic variety, 
will be glad to learn that his ars ie address on the 
iy ae Delusion” is now obtainable 88 8 pamphlet for 
10 Senta, : 
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Letters of Friends. 


Has a” Big Thing for Only $3.50. 
HannisBUnG, Pa., Feb. 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I received the book, **Old 
"Testament Stories," and I consider I hav 
a big thing—Tue Truru SEEKER and book 
all for $3.50. You will oblige me by send- 
ing sample copies of the paper to the names 
inclosed, J. L. Kuox. 


Freethought on the Boom at Delphos. 
Dzrrnos, O , Feb. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Enprron: I inclose two money orders 
for $4 each, $8 in all, to pay the subscrip- 
tion for new subscribers to the paper for 
one year each. 

Freethought is on the boom here. 
Charlesworth, Putnam, and Remsburg hav 
been here and Steiner will be here next 
week, 

Vive la TRUTH SEEKER! 

B. A. Rorosox. 


A Very Welcome Billet Doux. 
Nzw OrreaNs, La., Feb. 14, 1894. 
Mr. Evrror: Here is another love letter 
for you to the tune of $7, for which please 
renew my subscription and send your good 
' paper to two more new subscribers. This 
makes six within six weeks, but if I had 
the time and a little money to spare I 
would increase the number to six times six 
within the next six months. Under con- 
straining circumstances, I am doing the 
best I can, and hope to send some more 
recruits later on. ERwin AUFFURTH. 


A Note from Heston. 
Morristown, TENN., Feb. 10, 1894. 

LIBERAL Frrenps: Some of you will be 
surprised that I should leave the sunny 
elime, Sunday freedom, and Liberal asso- 
ciates of Southern California for old 
East Tennessee, with its Sabbatarian 
tyranny, sloth, and religious bigotry, 
but I am here because I can add a 
few shekels to my income and thus get 
out of debt sooner. I sball remain here 
twelve months or perhaps longer, and 
may settle down here permanently pro- 
vided I can endure the puritanical piety 
and hypocrisy of the people. This would 
be a delightful country to liv in if the peo- 
ple had the thrift, energy, and mental free- 
dom of the North or West. Yours for 
Freethought and the destruction of Chris- 
tianity. Watson Heston. 


Successful in Spite of Priests. 
Mornay, Ia., Feb. 14, 1894. 
` Mz. Eprror: Franklin Steiner delivered 
two lectures in our city February 7th and 
8th to a reasonably well-filled house, con- 
sidering the amount of opposition and 
prejudice engendered by some of our 
light-weight priests. When the people 
saw this young and courageous man, the 
very image of perfection in mental and 
physical endowments; when they heard 
him speak with every sentence filled with 
sparkling gems of truth; with every 
thought landing one step higher in the 
scale of human reason and morality ; 
when they saw that nobility in man was 
his highest ambition; that liberty and 
,truth are our friends and reason our guide 
—it was then that those priests, seeing the 
sky cleared by the sunshine of truth, re- 
ceived a just reprimand. Mr. Steiner 
made avery good impression upon most 
thoughtful people, which will in time 
ripen into a benefit to our fellow-man, 
J. S. Banger. 


An Editor with a Mind of His Own. 

Port ÀNGELXS, Wasm., Feb. 17, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: Thinking some of our 
friends would like to hear from Port An- 
geles again, I write a few lines. The 
snow has been only about four inches 
deep this winter, and then it remained 
only three days. The ground is covered 
with growing grass, and the weather is al- 
most like summer. The Liberals are not 
doing very much for Liberalism here at 
present, as they hav about allthey can do 
to make their living; many of them ask 
me to giv them copies of TuE TRUTH 
SEKKER, and I always giv mine away as 
soon as I hav read it. There is a news- 
paper here—the People—that is brushing 
away the cobwebs of superstition. The 
editor’s name is E. M. Bohall. He has 
been rebuked by some of his subscribers 


for the reckless way in which he asks 
questions in his paper about our heavenly 
father, where he is, and what he is doing 
to help his children. Sometimes he de- 
fends himself by quoting a lot of scripture 
and then asking them how they like their 
own medicin; but last week he replied 
to one by saying, ‘‘If you hav any kick to 
make :gainst this paper, just wait until the 
next issue, and see what you get and do 
your kicking then." I will send you 
some of the contents of the issue mentioned. 
Yours for truth and justice, 
Frank Morse. 


Wholly Sarcastic. 


Worcester, Mass., Feb. 3, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Since my first attempt at 
literary work was favored with an excellent 
editorial from your pen, I think a small 
contribution on my part will not be out of 
place, therefore I inclose $1 with this 
missiv. 

Not being able to lay claim to all knowl- 
edge, is it so surprising that the question 
Should be raised by me whether it was 
possible to demonstrate that there is no 
overruling power? And since I did not 
see TuE TRUTH SEEKER of last year and 
hav not read the pamphlet, ‘‘ Design 
Argument Fallacies,” it could not hav 
been an intentional slight to the ‘‘ex- 
haustiv examination of the God theory,” 
as furnished by the Editor of TuE TRUTH 
Szxxzn, but simply a reaching out for 
more light, and an expression of my igno- 
rance on the subject, with a hope that the 
man who said he could prove there is no 
God would enlighten me and giv proof for 
his assertion. I hav not believed in the 
God of the Bible for ten years, but did 
not know that a process had been dis- 
covered whereby it is possible to prove the 
non-existence of a supreme being. 

While there is no doubt that the belief 
in the God pictured in the Bible has 
caused more suffering than can be told, I 
am not out of the mist far enough at pres- 
ent to see how proving that death ends all 
will tend to make the world a better place 
to liv in; and, since you hav the proof 
wrapped up in pamphlets and sell them 
for fifteen cents each, I inclose $1 and ask 
you to send me a.copy of the ‘‘ Design 
Argument Fallacies” and such other books 
to the value of $1 as you think would 
most benefit one in my ignorant state and 
tend most to my edification. 

J. A. FORSYTHE. 


Man’s Knowledge and Its Limitations. 


Fatmovra, N. S., Feb. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Enrror: Will you allow me to adda 
few words to what Mr. J. A. Forsythe has 
said in TuE TRUTH SEEKER for February 
3d? Concerning the existence or non- 
existence of a God, I will say nothing. 
The question is beyond my intellectual 
grasp, but I should like to express an 
opinion on the knowledge of man and the 
limitations thereto. 

The chemist finds bounds set to his 
knowledge. He cannot explain why chemi- 
cal affinity should exist in nature or why of 
all elements fluorin alone should refuse a 
union with oxygen. The geologist cannot 
tell why one species of rock should be 
found in one country and not in another. 
The botanist will trace the growth of the 
oak from embryo to the full-blown mon- 
arch of the forest, but the silent cause of 
these blind motions will ever remain a 
mystery to him. Who can tell us why 
consciousness should exist in one arrange- 
ment of organic atoms and notin another? 
Dip into whatever science you will, there 
is always one point beyond which the hu- 
man mind cannot penetrate, Can the 
mortal understand the immortal or the 
finite comprehend the infinit ? 

A knowledge of the first cause-of nature 
I conceive to be the climax of all learning. 
When this is fully nnderstood, science 
may fold her arms, for there is nothing 
more to learn; but until then there is 
work to be done. There are superstitions 
to be uprooted, which is of more im- 
portance to us at the present day than the 
existence or non-existence of a deity. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Connor has a proof 
which will satisfy all except fools or bigots. 
It must be a recent discovery, for Paine, 
Voltaire, Hume, and Gibbon were uncon- 
vinced, and Ido not think they can be 
counted under either of the above titles. 


In conversing with & Christian not long 
since, he made the remark that it wasn't 
well to be too certain about these things. 
I replied that I knew of no one quite as 
positiv as the apostle Paul, for he **knew 
and was persuaded that neither hight nor 
depth," nor board fences nor bulldogs, 
etc.; and I know and am persuaded that 
yhen any nineteenth century Infidel 
claims to know positivly that there is no 
God, he reduces himself to the level of the 
above-mentioned arch-hypocrit. For my 
own part, I would like to be certain that 
this religious bugbear does not exist. 
Also I would like to be certain that I was 
coming into a future some time; but one 
seems to be as doubtful as the other. 

Yourself hav said that all gods stand or 
fall together; but I see no more reason for 
plunging into Atheism, because we hav 
shaken off the clutches of superstition 
than the American colonies had for plung- 
ing into anarchy when they had freed 
themselvs from the grasp of tyranny. 

Still, I am open to conviction, as every 
true Infidel is, and will inclose stamps for 
** Design Argument Fallacies.” 


ence of a deity, I know of no stronger ar- 
gument against the inspiration of so-called 
holy writ than the fact that it is in itself a 
libel on the character and majesty of God. 

Yours for truth, ^ W. P. LAWRENCE. 

[Why is the Bible a **libel on the char- 
acter and majesty of God?" Because it 
says that he committed or ordered the 
commission of atrocious crimes? But 
suppose you had never seen the Bible, 
and had read in other books of similar 
atrocious crimes committed by or at the 
command of a devil; would not such alle- 
gations just as certainly constitute a ‘‘ libel 
on the character and majesty of” the 
devil? If not, why not? For, in the last 
analysis, what do you know of the char- 
acter and majesty of either God or devil 
except what you learn by the observation 
and study of the works of this God or this 
devil? All the crimes—and millions more 
—laid at the door of God by the Bible-are 
actually committed, and to them are to be 
added all the horrible convulsions of nat- 
ure, all the torments of animal existence. 
An omnipotent God does or does not exist. 
If he exists, the Bible has not libeled him. 
The truth is never libelous. Puzzle our 
brains as we may with nice distinctions 
and metaphysical subtleties, we shall never 
find it possible to reconcile God’s alleged 
omnipotence with his alleged goodness, 
The moral sense which impeaches the God 
of the Bible impeaches likewise the God of 
nature.—Ep T. S.] 
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_Ingersol]—Shakspere. 
PEORIA, ILL., Feb. 6, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: The writer of this brief let- 
ter had the pleasure and honor of sitting 
for two hours at an intellectual feast in 
Peoria—‘‘ The Genius of Shakspere,” by 
Col, R. G. Ingersoll the greatest word- 
painter, I believe, in the world. ‘‘ We hav 
met to-night to listen and to pay a tribute 
to the greatest genius the world has ever 
known, and both his father and mother 
lived on eartb," was the starting-point, 
which was received with repeated applause. 

The painter, the artist, the sculptor, the 
teacher, the philosopher, the doctor, the 
druggist, and even the preacher, listened to 
his eloquent lines with pleasure and 
benefit. He said that ** Shakspere was the 
only intellectual spendthrift the world has 
ever known." He should hav said Shaks- 
pere was the intellectual spendthrift of his 
time, for sixty-one years ago another was 
born; Ingersoll began where Shakspere 
left off. His peroration was beautiful be- 
yond description—hardly reached by im- 
agination. He carried his twenty-five 
hundred listeners as it were up a pictur- 
esque mountain, strewn withéflowers and 
intellectual gems, bedecked on either side 
by as fine paintings as were seen in the art 
bnilding at the World’s Fair; step by step 
they ascended until they stood upon the 
topmost peak. Casting a backward glance, 
they beheld the picture, varied and beauti- 
ful, perfected by the eloquent touch of 
silver and gold. Bursting from this soft, 
fertil picture an artist could see the lily in 
all its purity, the rose in all its beauty, and 
love in all its sweetness (and those who 
looked backward are not pillars of salt), 

Oh, for the time when every pulpit 
throughout the world shall be filled with 
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But, admitting for a moment the exist- | 


such orators! How great would be the 
change. How beneficial to man! The 
poison of superstition that has saturated 
the brain of fear for ages would be trans- 
formed into paints of the rarest hue, and 
by retouching the dark and frowning daubg 
of fear that bow to stupidity they would 
stand erect, and, like the statues on the 
peristyle, ouf in bold relief, holding in 
either hand a search-light revealing in 
every land the Goddess of Liberty holding 
in her hand the torch of reason. This 
would be so fatal to the miraculous that 
those who hav for ages sought to rule by 
fear and blind faith would pull the dark 
curtain down to hide their deceptiv faces 
from view for a short time only; then they 
will come forth equipped with truth, bear- 
ing the torch of reason. Colonel Ingér- 
soll is the intellectual search-light of the 
world, and it-is gratifying to know thatthe 
good seed sown in good ground is bring- 
ing forth gems of thought in every land. 
Peace must reign; optimists and patriots 
must rule; justice must decide. Then 
pessimists and traitors will hide their ugly 
visages from the god of truth. 
Yours truly, C. S. BANDOLPE. 


A Few Samples of Evangelicism. 
Wartsontown, Pa., Feb. 9, 1894. 
. Mr. Eprror: It don't take a newspaper- 
man long to become acquainted with the 
fact when a newsaper changes hands— 
that is, changes editorial management. 
Grit, of Williamsport, is a progressiv Sun- 


day journal, but its present editor, Mr. 


Watson I believe, must be suffering from 
a hard dose of ‘‘love of God,” if I may 
judge from the article in a recent number 
about the Williamsport woman cured of 
some disease or other by the use of a dose 
of the Evangelical religion. It is easy for 
me to see that my old friend Geo. W. Rien- 
hard is no longer at the helm of that paper, 
which talks to over one hundred thousand 
people every week. He never would pol- 
lute the columns of that journal with such 
damnable trash and lies. 

But this throws me into reminiscences. 
I know something about the Evangelical 
folks myself. Their religion generally 
cures or kills. One night several years 
ago I was sitting at my desk writing when 
I heard a noise outside. It sounded just 
as if some farmer’s calf had got fast under 
a fence and was giving forth its doleful 
sounds. I opened the door and saw two 
men leading a fellow to hishome. I asked 
a passer-by what was up, and hetold me the 
man had been to the Evangelical church 
down the road and the spirit of the Lord 
Jesus Christ was working in him. I 
thought if J. Christ was so severe with all 
his subjects I would not want to come 
under his personal notice, especially 
around the Evangelical woodpile. The 
next day I took the liberty to look after 
the man’s personal character. I found 
that he had got an Evangelical preacher’s 
daughter into trouble some time before. 
He married the girl, but her parents 
would not allow them to liv together. 
She died (in childbirth, I believé) and her : 
parents had her cremated. The husband 
never knew of it, but when he found it 
out he went to Jesus with his trouble. 

Just one more instance and I will stop 
talking on the subject of the Evangelical 
people. This week the following report is 
going the rounds of the presa: 

The master at Harrisburg has just com- 
pleted his report in the Williamstown 
Evangelical church case. He decides that 
the Indianapolis conference was the law- 
ful one. and that its findings and decision 
in the East Pennsylvania annual confer- 
ence of 1891 are binding on the civil courts. 
This is considered a Bowman-Esher vic- 
tory. 

The above has reference to the church 
where the young man got his dose of relig- 
ion. Two years ago the different factions 
of the church had a fight for the property. 
One faction had secured the church and®a 
constable was placed within to watch it. 
The constable was decoyed away and 
members of the other faction entered with 
revolvers and shotguns and defended what 
they claimed as their property. Even the 
constable was afraid to enter, and had he 
attempted he would hav been shot. 

Oh, this beautiful Evangelical religion 
beats hell a mile and seven-eighths, 

J. Warp DIEHL, 
An Infidel Editor. 


Some Sane and Timely Words. 
New Yorks, N. Y., Feb. 21, 1894. 

Mr. Evrror: I was witness to a pathetic 
scene Jast Saturday night. The stage was 
the sidewalk in front of the Fifth Avenue 
Hotel on the Fifth avenue side, and was 
lighted by the glare of many electric 
lights. The principal scenery was the mill- 
ion dollar hotel. The principal actress 
was a poor old woman, with a placid, gen- 
tle face, a bowed form, and clad in a plain, 
mud-bespattered dress. She carried in 
her hands a small pasteboard box, in.which 
were pieces of candy and a few trinkets, 
Men, comparativly overflowing with wealth 
and ease, a8 evidenced by silk hats, picca- 
dilly shoes, canes and cigars, stood 
about on this stage, and looked with 
eleotiv eyes upon gaudy prostitutes as they 
passed up and down the street on review. 
Painted faces, flowing furs, and erowning 
plumes they could see far up and down 
the sidewalk, but for this helpless, in- 
nocent, and consequently unfortunate 
woman, they could not spare more than 
one fleeting glance. I handed her a small 
coin and at the same time another man was 
huntiug about in his pockets for a coin 
small enough to giv her, to somewhat re- 
lieve his conscience. Together on the 
same stage, in every-day life, are wealth, 
poverty, and prosperous debauchery. 

I had to wonder how many of those men 
professed to love God. Perhaps all, per- 
haps some, and, very improbably, none; 
but regardless of professions, they hav 
been unconsciously trained in their belief 
by the prevalent Christian sentiment. I 
wondered if ever such a scene was pre- 
sented in à country overrun by the Mo- 
hammedan religion, or in China, where 
many souls are supposed to be going to 
perdition on account of the absence of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. And then I thought 
how mueh we need to be taught to love 
man more and God less; not a hypocriti- 
cal, pretentious love, but a genuin, self- 
sacrificing, heartfelt, and helpful regard 
for others. Contributions may tempora- 
rily relieve individual cases, but the point 
is, hav not we, as well a8 our forefathers, 
-been following a wrong leadership, that 
scenes like this one are repeatedly coming 
before our eyes? Society has looked to 
the teachings of the church for guidance, 
but has not the church failed absolutely to 
make even its members moral, according 
to its own standard, and hav its teachings 
affected society in the manner it intends 
they should? Is not the church compelled 
to seek to do through civil legislation what 
its thousands of pulpits hav tried to do, 
but failed to accomplish by the teaching 
of dogma and precept? Isit not time that 
honesty and justice should be the stand- 
ards of society, and not hypocrisy? Should 
not the young be taught to regard the 
Bible as what it really is and to seek the 
source of all reformsin human reason? Is 
‘there not something fundamentally wrong 
about our social and economical systems, 
when young men and young women, with 
normal bodies, are obliged to pass to ad- 
vanced age, without being mated for life, 
.one man to one woman, and a home-life 
established, instead of seeking each other 
on the streetsin a sly manner, which, in 
in its very method, dulls the conscience? 
And is it not a worse evil still, as long as 
the earth yields us her products in abund- 
ance, for an aged woman to be on the 
streets begging from unresponding men to 
escape starvation? L. D. Ore. 


Paine Memorial. 
Convarris, Or., Feb. 6, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Paine’s birthday was cele- 
brated in Portland in the grandest style 
this year that I hav ever witnessed, and en- 
tirely by the home talent of the flourishing 
metropolis of our Oregon. It consisted of 
three grand lectures, one by a Spiritualist, 
one by our most worthy secretary, and one 
by our fourth vice-president. Each lecture 
seemed to be so grand and comprehensiv 
that it left nothing for the others to say. 
Then the literary exercises, consisting- of 
the reading of poems composed especially 
for the occasion, interspersed with music, 
dialogs, singing, declamations, and reg- 
ular theater plays taken from real life and 
adapted to the occasion, were admirable. 
So, although it cost me several days’ time, 
one hundred miles’ travel each way, to- 
gether with other expenses, I feel that 
it was the best speculation of the year, 
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with results so superior to money that 
there is no comparison, Then to think 
of the crowds unable to obtain stand- 
ing room within ear-shot! But then comes 
the thought: A whole year must elaps 
before another such opportunity can be 
granted; I scarcely know how to employ 
the time. 

On January 28th, as the time for the Paine 
memorial services was drawing near, I att 
tended the Sunday-school and Bible classof 
the First Secular Church of Portland, and 
in the Bible Class ‘‘Immortality” was the 
word for discussion. A Spiritualist stated 
that the universe was composed of material 
and spirit, and we really love the Spiritual- 
ists when they strike these solid facta, 
Then goul, spirit, motion, all immateriali- 
ties, appear always with materialities, and 
on this planet, at the bottom of the air and 
the surface of the water and soil, soul, 
spirit, and motion hav been at work pro- 
ducing animals minute and immense, work- 
ing the materials over and over until 
myriads hav become extinct and given 
place to the more refined, until the human 
animals hav become so refined that they 
wear clothes and handle tools. Yes, and 
one hundred and fifty-seven years ago they 
produced Thomas Paine, and now a mem- 
ber of the Portland Secular Church pro- 
duced a free-hand drawing of Thomas 
Paine so natural that it could almost talk, 
while more animate material that eyed that 
lovely picture actually did talk as fluently 
or more so than himself; and all this mg- 
terial that has been collected at Portland 
of course was already there, but was grow- 
ing wild in the Christian forest and very 
isolated, so that great men of wisdom and 
sagacity hav looked the timber throngh and 
through and could find only here and there 
at long intervals a stick that looked as 
though it possibly might be worked into a 
Freethinker, for the peculiarity of Frec- 
thinkers is that they must be born honest— 
conversion is no good—for on the first 
trial trip they break for the Christian 
woods. Now the first Secular church of 
Portland is composed of over one hundred 
specimens of this extraordinary timber, 
fitted and bolted with silver bolts so that 
they neither rip, ravel, or cut in the eye, 
and cannot be aftected either by floods of 
heavenly grace or flames of hellish lies, 

Yes, all who know anything of this won- 
derful piece of mechanism ask, ** Who was 
the architect? Show me the master me- 
chanic.” At Castle Kehm, on the bank of 
the Willamette, in one of the wildest and 
most picturesque locations in*Oregon, can 
be found the inventor, architect, con- 
tractor, master mechanic, and the full 
force of builders, all concentrated into 
one hundred pounds of material dominated 
by a vast amount of indomitable spirit, 
aided by soul, force, and motion, and all 
named Katie Kehm Smith, who wields the 
twenty-five pound sledge in forging those 
silver bolts with as much ease and dexter- 
ity as an archbishop or cardinal can manip- 
ulate a tack-hammer. B. F. HYLAND. 


New Convert Willing to Put Up Money. 
February 10, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror; I hav read pro and con on 
the subject of Spiritism in Tas TRUTH 
Szerxer and other periodicals and in books, 
and hav always been a regular ‘‘ doubting 
Thomas,” believing there could be no life 
outside of matter; that the so-called spirit 
manifestations were simply the reflex of 
my own brain, or perhaps the result of 
certain psychic conditions that we are as 
yet unacquainted with, but I hav of late 
been investigating the subject for myself; 
hav been in circles and lectures where 
tests were given; hav taken private sit- 
tings from Maine to California, and while 
I hav detected fraud, yet I hav often had 
given me the names in full and a perfect 
description of deceased relativs and friends 
(as well as some living ones), many of 
whom I hay not thought of for years; in 
fact, some young children that I never 
knew of until making inquiries since. I 
am frequently told where I will be on cer- 
tain days, which comes frue and is the 
least expected. 

In a dark circle in Fort Worth, Tex., 
where the best of all mediums of my ac- 
quaintance officiated (Mrs. Maud Lord 
Drake), there were three or more spirits 
talking in audible whisper at one time, and 
one of those in Spanish to Spanish relativs 
sitting in the circle, all of them being 


recognized by friends, who held quite a 
conversation with them without the aid of 
the medium, who sat in the center of the 
circle patting her hands gently, and who 
kept up such a continuous talking that none 
should think she did the talking attributed 
to spirits. 

While this is but a small part of what I 
hav witnessed, yet it is enough to make 
many of your readers sneer at the ‘‘ non- 
sense " and think me a **deluded crank.” 

While this may be true and I will accept 
the compliment, yet I ask some one of 
good sense, who knows all about science 
and who is sucha fine mathematical ex- 
pert as to know there can be no room in 
space for spirits of all the deceased of 
earth, to explain how or by what fraud I 
was so deluded. 

At another time I arranged for a light 
materializing circle to be held in my room 
at the hotel, and, as I assisted in hanging 
the curtain (cabinet), I know there could 
hav been no fraud connected with the cab- 
inet. The room was but partially lighted 
when the medinm was tied, and at the in- 
stant she entered the cabinet a hand ap- 
peared from between the curtains high 
above the medium’s head, and, as there 
was Do assistant or other than the medium 
inside the cabinet, I wish the phenomena 
explained. Please follow me a little fur- 
ther until I was called to the cabinet by 
supposed deceased friends, and as I put 
one hand in;between the curtains, holding 
the curtains together with the other, I felt 
my hand within the cabinet patted rather 
hard, and at the same time a seemingly 
human hand reached far out of the cabinet 
and patted me on the head, in full sight 
and hearing of the twenty or more who sat 
in the room. At the very instant I was 
being so dealt with I reached into the cab- 
inet and drew the medium forth and 
found her tied as when she entered the 
cabinet, and the curtains being thrown 
open, no one was Visible, neither possible 
to be inside of the cabinet. At the close 
of the seance the medium requested that 
as many as could and so wished would en- 
ter the cabinet with her and see that no 
one untied her. This they did, and almost 
immediately they all returned with the 
medium untied. These are the facts as T 
saw them in my own private room, with 
but a borrowed curtain stretched across 
the corner of the room, where there could 
be no trap-door or other vehicle by which 
the medium could obtain assistance. 

1 hav seen tricks performed on the stage 
and off; hav seen Professor Hermann aud 
others do what looked mysterious; but I 
fail to see how what I hav described could 
hay beén a trick or delusion, and ask that 
some one explain. 

Should there be any among your readers 
who hav lost relations and who think it 
impossible for any medium, an entire 
stranger to them, to tell them of their de- 
ceased friends—telling their names, when 
they died, how long they were sick, and 
many other things connected with their 
lives impossible for strangers to know, and 
who care to take the trouble and expense to 
test the subject, and find that what I hav 
written is untrue—I will forfeit $50, on 
condition they giv me the same amount, 
should they find what I hav said true. 

A. D. Swan. 


. No Intérnational Lines in Liberalism. 


Parra CENTER, N. B., Feb. 2, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav thought it may 
help the cause of Liberalism to let your 
readers know how the cause is progressing 
in this section of the country. In Liberal- 
ism there are no national lines, so the 
headquarters of Liberalism in this section 
of the world is Fort Fairfield, Me., eight 
miles distant from where I liv. The vil- 
lage of Fort Fairfield is one and a half 
miles from the line dividing the state of 
Maine from New Brunswick. It is beauti- 
fully situated on the Aroostook river, and 
being the center of a fine agricultural 
country, it does a large trade in buying 
and shipping potatoes, besides supplying 
two large starch factories during the 
starch-making season. The town has a 
good water supply and electric lights. The 
different kinds of business usually found 
in a country village are well represented, 
including & bank and a newspaper office 
from which a weekly paper is issued. It 
has a goodly number of very fine stores 
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and some handsome residences. The Ro- 

man Catholics, the Methodists, the Con- 

gregationalists, and the Episcopalians hav 

each imposing church buildings. They ` 
are, of course, exempt from taxation. But 

the building that I want to bring particu- 

larly to the attention of your readers is 

“Liberty Hall,” which was built for the 

Salvation Army, but the army failed, and 

the building fell into the hands of Brother 

R. 8. Baker, an old-time Liberal, who 

furnished the building with a bell and 

christened it “Liberty Hall.” It*is the 

headquarters of the Fort Fairfield Liberal 

League, which preaches in it the gospal of 

Liberalism. Of course it pays taxes. 

Fourteen years ago, when T moved into 

this section of the country, I heard of a 

dreadful Infidel that lived at the fort, who 

would go fishing on Sunday aud did not 

believe in God, man, nor the devil. I lost 
no time in finding this man, who proved to 

be R. S, Baker, and after a little conversa- 

tion I saw {Rat we could shake hands on 

our religious beliefs. He was then a 

reader of the Zndex, Tuu Trura SEEKER, 

and Investigator, and was life member 
of the National Liberal League. I found 

him a well-informed, genial, and hospit- 
able gentleman, a strong Democrat, and 
at that time high sheriff of the county of 
Aroostook. He has since been custom- 
house officer under Cleveland's first ad- 
ministration, and has been selectman for 
& great many years. He is an intense 
lover of children; although he has none 
of his own, his home has never been with- 
out the patter of little feet; children be- 
longing to the town were there tenderly 
sheltered until they could be provided for 

otherwise. Although he is now well up 
in the sixties a little boy climbs upon his 

knee, and puts his little arms around his 
neck and lovingly calls him papa. This 
little boy, when a mere infant, came upon 

the town, and Brother ‘Baker, like good 
old Simeon of old, thought he was a child 

of promis, so he called bim Percy Baker. 

Shortly after I became acquainted with 
Mr. Baker he arranged that I should giv a 

lecture at the Fort. The audience was 

composed principally of Liberals, who 

enjoyed the novelty of hearing their senti- 

ments spoken right out in meeting. One 

gentleman, Mr. Gilman, walked twelve 

miles to attend the lecture. Although I 

occasionally visited Brother Baker, no at- 

tempt was made to organize nor hav lect- 
ures until last Jauuary, when the Fort 
Fairfield Liberal League was organized, 

and '' Liberty Hall” placed at the disposal 
of the League. Soon after the League 
was organized a debate between Mr. Geo. 

Eastman, of the League, and Mr. French, 

of the Advent Society, and a citizen of the 
town, attracted a good deal of local inter- 
est and aroused a desire on the part of the 
public for more, which resulted in arrang* 
ing a debate between Mr. Putnam and 
Rev. Mr. Wheeler, of New Hampshire, the 
report of which was published in your pa- 
per at the time. The editor of Secular 
Thought, Mr. Ellis, gave us two lectures. 
Mrs. Wentworth, of Kuox county, Maine, 
a Spiritualist, spent four Sundays with 
us last fall, and drew gocd audiences. 
Mr. Joseph Connet, & member of the 
League, visited Chicazo to attend the 
Freethought convention and came home 
enthusiastic. Mr. Connet is a good reader 
and has read several lectures before the 
League. 


* 

Last Sunday we held a Paine memorial 
service, which was pronounced a success. 
Brother Baker gave an interesting outline 
of Paine's services to the country during 
the Revolutionary war, snd indicated the 
obligations the citizens of the United 
States were under to respect his memory. 
Brother Geo. Eastman showed the influ- 
ence the '* Rights of Man" had in giving 
to the citizens of. America the liberty-they 
enjoy, and of which they are so justly 
proud. I called attention to that immor- 
tal work, the ‘‘Age of Reason." Brother 
Gilman was present, and his white head 
was & benediction of hope and cheer. We 
hold our annual meeting on the 11th inst. 
"We propose to celebrate Easter. The 
League has done good work so far, be. 
cause the great motiv-power that has in- 
sured success has been the energy and 
perseverance of Brother Baker. I hope 
the movement may become strong enough 
to liv after he dies. Gro. E. BAXTER. 
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Children's Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for thts Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


A Soldier I Am Longing To Be. 


A soldier! a soldier! 
I am longing to be: 
To take up my arms 
In the ranks of the free; 


With my sword to strike down, 
That which oppresses me. 
To cut the chains of serfs 
And to set the slaves free; 


To drive from the world 
The bigots and their creed; 
To giv humanity ý 
Everything that they need; 


To dispel from the world, a 
Slavery of every kind, 
To enlighten and free 
The cramped human mind. 
Coating, Ala. WALTER R. WARD. 
m 


. Haunted. 


I am haunted, gentle reader, but in such a pleas- 
ant way 
I do not fear the “ specter " one iota. 
In fact, I would consider it à dreary sort of day 
In which I was unable to devota a 
Good portion of the fleeting hours unto my 
cheerful ‘‘ phantom,” 
And I'm" awful sorry ” for the folks who hav no 
“ghost” to haunt” 'em! 


My little '"spook" came down the stair to 
“haunt” me t’other night 
As laʻe I labored o'er a dreary matter. 
Through the grim shadows of the hall I caught a 
glimps of white 
And heard a tiny slipper's gentle patter, 
And presently a baby voice came through the 
door to greet me. 
“Say, popper, did you fink Iwuz a goblun come 
to eat ye?" 


—Havrper's Magazine. 
—_<—— 


The Course of a Life. . 


Born amid the splendors of an aristoc- 
racy, cradled in luxury, nursed by a 
mother whose brows the breath of infamy 
had not touched, attaining manhood under 
the most enlightened and ennobling con- 
ditions, it was the fate of my friend, Percy 
Walton, to die in a manner befitting a 
beast of prey. The story is a simple one, 
and if you will bear patiently with me, 
dear reader, I will relate it. 

In the early part of our careers, now 
sixty years ago, Percy and I resolved to 
stand by one another despite anything 
that might happen. We were both then 
destined to follow the somewhat monoto- 
nous profession of clergymen, and in our 
studies were thrown into each other's com- 
pany very often. Our parents being very 
religious, we were enthusiastic in study- 

‘ing for a calling supposed to be sacred, 
and at that time we thought it was. 

Time passed; we had been graduated 
and each had received and accepted a call. 
Our two places were near each other, so 
we were not to be parted, even in pursu- 
ing our profession. They were what may 
be called **fatlivings," and our ‘‘flocks” 
were easy-going, good-natured people, 
and so free with their money that if we 
wanted anytbing, and cared not to pay for 
it ourselvs, we could appeal to them with 
good results. 

We had been preaching for a year, when 
one day my friend came to me with a very 
serious look. I shall never forget his 
face nor the day; for they were in con- 
trast to each other. The day was bright 
with summer beauty. The sun was shed- 
ding its warm rays around, and the birds 
were warbling their songs, an abundance 
of beautiful flowers decorated the bosom 
of the earth, and a gentle breeze hardly 
disturbed the leaves on the trees. Such 
was the day. But his face! What a 
troubled look he had! His brows were 
knitted together, and as he came up the 
lane, I noticed he was iu deep meditation. 
So deep was his abstraction that if I had 
not called his name he would hav passed 
the house. 

‘Excuse me," he said, in his pleasant 
way. “Iam troubled with a few vexed 
questions, and if I cannot solve them any 
better than I hav so far been able to do, 
I shall be obliged to resign my charge, as 
Ido not want to be ahypocrit for a mo- 
ment." 

i I was surprised at the words, and, invit- 


ing him into the house, asked if I could 
be of any service. 

‘Look here, Reginald,” he said, ‘‘ you 
do not know how many perplexing ques- 
tions we ministers can be asked that we 
cannot answer. There isan Atheist in our 
town, and he and I hav had a good- 
natured argument, but, to be candid, he 
certainly had the best of it.” 

** You fool!” I exclaimed, angrily, **don't 
you know we hav no business to talk to 
such people, and don’t you know the harm 
they are doing?” 

“Reginald,” he replied, laughing, ‘‘ do 
not be bigoted. Surely, if by our argu- 
ment we can arrive at the facts, sound 
things to their depth and test their truth, 
we hav a natural right to do so. It is a 
right that is born with us, and no person 
can lawfully take it away. Of course I 
know these people whom you despise are 
ostracized from all good society, but I al- 
ways remember that whatever a man be- 
lieves he is a man for all that; and though 
he may differ with me, I will make him my 
friend, if he is my friend, and so long as 
he is a good and respectable citizen, I 
shal] not ask anything more of him.” 

‘You are too just for a minister," I re- 
plied suddenly, sorry I said so a minute 
later. 

‘On the contrary,” he exclaimed, ‘‘if 
I am to preach the truth to others, I must 
know the truth myself. If I am to preach 
justice to mankind, I must be just, not to 
one class only, but to all classes. As 
broad as this I recognize religion.” 

** Tf you persist in believing so, you will 
surely be driven out of your profession, 
providing the authorities hear of it.” 

** Nonsense!" and then, becoming more 
serious, he went on: ‘‘I hav a few ques- 
tions to ask, Reginald; will you hear them 
and see what you can do with them?” 

“Yes,” T replied. 

** Very well.. I hav been studying what 
is called science. Tt has proven a very in- 
teresting study; but it hasset me thinking. 
We are supposed to believe in a heaven 
and a hell, are we not?" 

I nodded assent. 

**'Then, this science, or a branch called 
astronomy, says that space is infinit, and 
that we might travel hundreds of years, at 
a high rate of speeff, and yet never reach 
the nearest star, which is millions of miles 
away. Very well, if this be true, as I con- 
ceive it is, after thinking and reasoning to 
myself, then our heaven, with it angels, 
must be a myth—a delusion.” 

** Percy," I exclaimed angrily, ‘‘if you 
speak like this, why, you. would drive me 


and the whole earth crazy. It is a lie, 
whoever said it,” : 
** Nay, nay," he remonstrated. ‘‘ Meet 


me fair. You promised to hear my ques- 
tions and try to answer them, not avoid 
them.” 

** Very well,” I replied resignedly. 

‘‘ Then, another branch, called geology, 
says that this earth was once a molten 
mass, and that by a slow process it cooled 
down and became fitted for vegetable and 
animal life. Then, according to this 
theory, there can be no hell—aud for this 
Iam very thankful, if it be true." 

** Percy, you are becoming hopeless.” 

‘Never mind, if it is the truth, we 
should not hesitate to proclaim it. What 
Iam now going to say will indeed sound 


blasphemous.” . 
[CONCLUSION NEXT WEEK.] 


— FÉ ——— 

What the Littlé Folks Are Saying. 

The little daughter of a friend had just 
mastered the art of expressing herself in 
intelligent sentences. One day her 
mamma had to reprove her, and, after 
giving her a sound lecture, told her to go 
upstairs to her room alone and ask God to 
forgiv her for her error. In afew minutes 
the little one surprised her mother by ap- 
pearing in the sitting-room with a serious 
face. ‘‘ Well, did you go upstairs and do 
as I told you?" ‘‘Yes,” replied the child, 
** and God said, * Great Scott! Elsie Mur- 
ray, I'v known a great many worser than 
you! LE] 


A certain little girl from whom the 
Listener sometimes hears is evidently 
going to be a great logician. When she 
was Called upon at school the other day to 
recite & verse from the beatitudes, she re- 
sponded with, *'Blessed are the dress- 
makers, for they shall see God." ** But, 
my dear girl,” exclaimed the teacher, ‘‘it 


is not ‘ dressmakers,’ it's ‘ peacemakers.’” 
** Well,” the child answered, stoutly, ‘‘my 
mother has a dressmaker, and she makes 
dresses out of pieces!” 


“Mamma,” said Mabel, ‘‘if people eat 
up all the toadstools what will the toads do 
when they want to sit down?"— Truth. 


A Fifth ward mother tells the following 
story about her nine-year-old son. She 
was sick a-bed, and when the little fellow 
went into the room to bid her good-night, 
she said: ‘‘Johnnie, would you feel bad if 
mamma sbould die now, and go to heaven 
without you?” **Oh! mamma," quickly 
replied the youngster, **if you can go to 
heaven right off, go on, don't mind me." 
— Lowell Sun. 

** Mamma," said Willie, looking up from 
the letter upon which he had been indus- 
triously at work, ‘‘how do you make an 


X? I want to write the word vaccinate.” 
eser MAE que 


Correspondence. 


Yonoanna, OR., Jan. 24, 1894, 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first letter 
to the Corner. I enjoy reading it very 
much. My father takes THe TRUTH 
SEEKER and says he couldn't do without it. 
There are lots of church members in our 
little city, and they are always in a row. I 
went to church last Sunday, just for the 
fun of the thing, and to see the pretty 
girls. The preacher was just in the middle 
of a sermon when he was taken with 
cramps, and had to bresk off. I will tell 
the Corner friends where I liv. It is a lit- 
tle town 166 milessouth of Portland on the 
P.C. Railroad. 'This is one of the best 
countries I ever lived in. Hoping this 
will escape the waste basket I will close for 
this time. Please correct mistakes. 

Frank BRUMMETTE. 
[Please be careful about making mis- 


takes. A good letter.—Ep. T. S.] 


WATERTOWN, MINN., Jan. 26, 1824. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I thought I would 
let you know that there is one gir] in Min- 
nesota seeking after the truth. 

Watertown is a small village on the 
banks of Crow river. It contains five. 
churches costing about $20.000, one school- 
house and two teachers. The village con- 
tains about four hundred inhabitants. 

There were no real Freethinkers in town 
until Mr. Thornquest came here. He cir- 
culated his papers and books and now 


there are a good many Freethinkers in 


tbe place. 

We liv one-half mile from town on the 
banks of the Crow river. Our farm con- 
tains about one hundred and twenty-five 


acres, There are trees all around our 
house. Your Liberal friend, 
Aanes D. EDWARDS. 
[We are glad to hear from Agnes, and 


hope she will come again. —Ep. C. C.] 
Austin, Nev., Jan. 17, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wixow: Owing to much 
study both at school and at home, I hav 
been unable to write to the Corner for a 
long time. I hav seen no letters from 
Nevada, and, in order to let the Liberal 
world know that the Silver state has at 
least one juvenil Freethinker who is awake 
and aware of the fact that Christianity is 
not tbe only standby, I will write. 

I hav read but very few Liberal works. 
Since the demonetization of silver times 
hav been dull in Nevada, and for tbat 
reason I could not get a better stock of 
books, but hope to in the future. There 
are about a dozen Liberals in Austin, but 
none of them except our family take Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER. We hay tbree churches, 
but only two are going, the Episcopal hav- 
ing shut down about four years ago on ac- 
count of a deficiency of members (and 
funds also). 

The other day a band of Sunday-school 
pupils, after coming from church, set 
a trap to catch their teacher, but his wife 
was the one who was caught. He went 
and had them taken to court and put 
under $100 bonds, but to-day let them off 
because thev apologized to his wife. The 
ringleader of this flock of saints takes care 
of the church. This shows the size of 
modern Christianity. 

I will tell you something of the town in 
which I liv. Austin issituated in a canyon 
about seven miles from Reese river. On 
the eastern side of the canyon all the 
mines are situated, about a hundred in 
number. All are closed down now except 
one. The company in ebarge now is run- 
ning a tunnel. which, when finished, will 
be nearly a mile in length. Besides the 
mines, sagebrush is all the scenery here. 

I wish some of the boys and girls of the 
Corner would write to me. Hoping this 
will escape the waste-basket, I will close. 

Harry Moss. 


(Thank you, Harry, for the above inter- 
esting letter.. Those Liberals who omit to 
provide themselvs with Tum TRUTH 


SEEKER do not know the good they are] 


missing.—Ep. C. C.] 


First and Last Notice. 

I hav written a book of 28 large pages 
close print. Title, ‘Common Sense 
Thoughts on Equal Snffrage on a Free. 
thought Line.” I sell it at cost-price, 5 
cents; two for 9 cents, or three for 12 cents, 
postpaid. JAMES PONTIUS, 

Washington, Kan, 


Send for It. 


The March number of Advertiser's 
Guide will contain an article on the at- 


| tempt to legalize press censorship in this 


country, giving a history of the infamous 
Henderson bill Send 2 two-cent stamp 
for a copy to STANLEY DAY, New Mar- 
ket, Middlesex county, New Jersey. 


Deutfcye Sreidvenker-Biich er. 


Wir haben folgende Biider in 
bentjdjer Sprache, welde fehr berühmt find : 


,, Die Yrethiimer Mtofes, “ 
Eine fritifhe Beleuchtung des Dentateud) im 
Siht ber modernen Weltan- 
fhauung und Gefittung. 


von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirhe am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


‘“Maderne Goitterdimmerung, "^ 
von Gol. R. G. Gngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


,, Wander und Wunderthäter,” 
von Sohn Ped. Prets 20 Cents. 


,, Glanbe und VBernunft,/ 


oer LE BON SENS, 
des romifch-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzéfifdhen iiberfegt von 
S vüulein Unna Knoop. 

301 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Bücher find in Papier-Umidlag und 
Harem Drud. Unfere dentfchen Lefer 
foíften fie weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Georez J, ROMANES, — — 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. y 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s & part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design. to which the church 80 often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
put organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . Adaptation: and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
Ali nature has thus been transformed before tho 
view of the present generationin & manner an 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no-wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy Goat ee 

ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


La K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is au 1m- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshop ers, ` 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 

rice, 5 cents. - 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


APdress THE TRUTH SEEKER 


DONT SUICIDE. 


Dr. WEst’s Specific for Mental Depression, Ner- 
vousness, Prostration 
Lassitude, IN SOMEN IA Inability, Í 
Loss of Vitality, Impotence, ete, Invaluable. Try it. 


Mail, $1.00. BRADBURY'S PHAMARCY. Dept. 25, 
367 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 
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PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


New Publications. | New Publications. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral . 
, So 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the and Soeial 
, Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: d 
Boox L-PLEASURE: Chap. I.—Sources of Pleasure. Onap. IL.—Materi 
Ideal Pleasures. hap IV —Social Pleasures. Cha 5 qeu Pleasures. Shap. hs 
Boor rr, aibarian an the Civilized. Chap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Chap. VIL —Ohristiauity 
qoe Ohan. fE denl Plossuros: Knowledge. Okie Ty diu eap, Il Material Pleasures. 
" H . . ,—Ade: H — 
Ideal Pleasures: Character. Chap. VL— Soci Pleasures. Chap: Vii. Petros Do 
Boox III.—MoRAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. II.— i t 
Ghap. eae Pee i Refinement. Chap. wea Peace: Ponddent, 
a z Caused by estrani, Š ivilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL Vice 
OK -;BocrAnL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—?rogress. O:ap. Il.—Protection, Capitali 
Socialism; Bos eativly an Actual, an Imminent, anda Proposed Wiese mt Tiid 
overeignty. ap. II —Oondition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Public Schools, the 


Mene, Kene. Tokel of Socialism. Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best desoription of the Fair yet 
iven—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
e director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
xl) in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 


A MAP OF JACKSON PARE, enabling the visitor to make his way around 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 

A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition,the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy, 25 centa. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH BEEKER. 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


sate ee amete 


— 


Here are some 0f the verdicts on this remarkab i i 
eu Wun gee ia ovary PRIORA AS udis A m aika le production which have been rend ered b 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right al j i 
out ma dh thought whether. the ds A um a not. It onsW TB the ne cuisat cua When ithe 
ma one Wor d Pledsure P Thaddeus £4 SELON. m. life, and the real cause and motive of progress? 

e sharply attacks, al:0, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantl 
borne out 5 Ihe fasts, an 1 his arraignment i i à i is altogether a 
curious andsug estive ono.—New York Gommerotal Advertiser. WSCRDiS, esbadke is sltdagetkor a 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write & b d i iti 
There is not & padded sentence in the volume, not in 200k; a knops w hat he is writing aho p 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can resd this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. Itis&work of common-sense Socialism. ‘Che 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
gx ls of een iene ze porthy e being iramed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 

on nd 1 Over | ? 

im bold , hoaest sayings <- ue K. ashura. o its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 
ere we have philosophy up to date, the advance word of the ive thi 3 , 
abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words nba ids. dondust of hinker; not Ar 
trated with such an abundance of anecdote and metaphor as &dd real entertainment to solid in- 
struction. This isan important book. striking at superstition and uünreas»nable tradition, and up- 
olding individual liberty in defiance of governmental law and social custom. After reading this 
book one feels that the author will never be able to write another, for he has put all his life and 
knowledge into this one. Every page bristles with points; there is no padding or filling in. no mere 
literary embellishment; but clean-cut apothegms abound, and every line is dictated by nard head d 

common-sense.— Capt. Robt. 0. Adams. : 


age of Reasons Pap., 450.: 
6 copies for $1; eclo., 50c. 

Age of Reason and Examina 
jon of the  Propheeies 
Pap.,400.; olo., 750. 

Apostle of Political and Re- 
igious Liberty, (Life.) By 
3. E. Romsburg. Portrait, Pap. 
B0c.? clo., 756. d : 

Common Sense. Written iv 


1776. 150 f 
Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 400.; clo., 750. 
Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., $3: leather, $4; moroco. 
ilt edgas, $4.50. 

Lite of. By J. E. Remsburg 
Port. Pap., 500. 

Life of. With Remarks or 
Comte und_Rousscau. By O 
Blanchard. Pap., 400.: clo., with 
portrait, 600. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por 
Fait. 82. 


Lithograph of. Heavy plate 
PAPEL, 22x28, $4. 

Polltienl and Religious Re» 
former, By B. F. Under 


wood. We, 
Political Works 3 ‘ Common 
Senne,” "Orlsis," “Rights o? 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of itas are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, s 


' "Pleasure and Progress" has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel. 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 


' — Adiress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette PL, New York N. Y. 


—'THE— 


FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


lution fap, 400., clo., 750. 
Testimonials to His Merits. 
Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 20c. 
Theological Works: ‘Age of 
Reason.” " Examination of Prop. 
ecics,” ate. with Life of Pains 
, and steel port. 8150. : 
Vindication of, Reply to N. Y. 
Observer. By Bft Yn gergoll. 106 
^ 


Adaress The Truth sek Carenremms; 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S OLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 


| Hs "^ | BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS 1N OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


temparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 


CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING. 
WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS or SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


Wi WATS °N HESTON, 
Due ODIT A jr OF ' 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


2 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 
= Missionaries. 
The Lord’s Instruments, 
Bible Doctrines and Their Results, 

'he Church and Slavery. 

jests and Politics. 

eland and the Church. | 
Ghurch's Idea of Civilization. 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priest: 
A 
“ 
a 
LII 
“ 
The Uses of the Cross. 
LJ 
L1] 
at 
LJ 
at 


The Church Robbing the People. 
4 Thanksgiving. 
Sabbath Laws. 
14 S Children and the Church. 
TA Women and the Church. — . 
s gee Church and Thomas Paine. 

tudies in Natural History. 

pi The Bible and Science. 
The Clergy and Their Flocks. 
nt Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 
The Atonement Scheme. 
s The Lord and His Works. 
Prayer. 
The Creeds. 
Ohristians and Mohammedans. 


aw 
$ 


[Heathen Lilustration of the Temptation.) 


The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them “to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in their actions.’ But an evil demon came to them in 
the form of a Serpent, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderf»] tree, which imparted 
immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 
quently they feli, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 
which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. 

BisLE Myrus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 
story. 


"Unkind Reflections on the Church. 
Persecutions of the Church. 

Some Allegories. 

Heaven. 


ell. 
Miscellaneous. 


a 
Š 
pe 
BOO Ks Ora B5 DOH GO MEH 


Hpk br CO a 
z Li 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothin like it has ever be- 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it over again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Company the credit of putting the book in the reac. of al: 
At twice the price 1t would have been a cheap, book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and le- 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that year y every Liberal in 
America will desire a copy of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves to be called the artist-hero of Liberalism He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done faithful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the piot- 
ures do not make up the whole of ‘his volume. There are nearly two hundred pages CN A 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations and secondly as toxta to prove ne u 4 er 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who UD od em. I Oge ner the 
book is one of the best weapons &gainst Christianity and the church that has ever been put in 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


1 Vol. 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.50. 
Bent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER» 
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Jfew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tam 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. . 


A few days ago I received from the office 
of Tue TRUTH SEEKER a package of tracts 
which call for acknowledgment; and at 
the same time, with your permission, I 
would like to giv my opinion of the value 
of the contents. First in the list is the 
‘*Thumbscrew and Rack,” by George E. 
Macdonald. Itis enough to congeal the 
blood in one’s veins to look on the instru- 
ments of torture in picture, knowing them 
to be exact representations of the real ar- 
ticles used by the ‘‘holy church” to con- 
vert heretics. We talk of the wicked 
Indian who scalps his victim, and we are 
very apt to describe scalping as in conse- 
quence of the lack of the knowledge of the 
Christian religion. Who has not sung 
the hymn beginning 

From Greenland’s icy mountains, 
From India’s coral strand, 


with all the fervor produced by the feeling 
that we were to help to convert all heathen 
to the knowledge of the Christian’s God ? 

I am sure this pamphlet, written by Mr. 
Macdonald, must be one of the best eye- 
openers that has ever been written; if only 
we could get it into our school libraries, 
Sunday school particularly, we should be 
able to contrast it with the descriptions of 
pagan torture found in most libraries. I 
wish we could circulate the tract by the 
thousands. 

‘The Giant Delusion” is a powerful 
argument, convincing, to anyone who will 
listen to argument, that death is really 
death, not continued life, and much 
more desirable than the imaginary life 
of the Christian. Mr. Wettstein is a forci- 
ble writer, and ’tis a pleasure to read his 
works. 

“The Bible Inquirer, a Key to Bible 
Investigation," should be in every Free- 
thinker’s pocket; and its contents con- 
trasted with the pages of Lucifer, the 
publishing of which paper sent its editor 
to prison. Oh, shame! shame! To shut 
up in prison such a man as Moses Harman! 

Next comes ‘‘Woman: Four Centu- 
ries of Progress.” Fifty years ago I began 
to speak for woman’s emancipation. Since 
that time I hav heard or read everything 
for her cause, and nearly everything 
against it, and Iam free to say I hav never 
seen or heard anything upon the subject 
surpassing this lecture. If I were young, 
instead of being old and broken down, I 
would take these tracts and go from house 
to house, as I used to do in the antislavery 
times, and beg people to read them; but 
alas! my work is done. Let me say to all 
your readers we need the activ work of 
al. Help Tae Troura SEEKER; that is 
activ and needed work. 

With love to all Iam now and always, 

Yours for the right. 
Lvox N. Conman. 


PLEASURE AND Proaress. By Albert M. 
Lorentz, LL.B. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

This book, published by The ‘Truth 
Seeker Company, at the ridiculously low 
price of 50 cents, is a very interesting 
work. Jt is full of wise sayings and 
is suggestiv of much thought. The 
author believes that the pursuit of 
pleasure is man’s unconscious aim through 
life; that all altruism is but the result 
of man's desire for pleasure; that charit; 
is not a sacrifice but a felicity. The book 
comprises 398 pages of solid matter. You 
can scarcely turn a single page that does 
not contain some gem of thought. 

The volume is divided into four parts or 
heads, treating of pleasure and its various 
sources, pleasures intellectually consid- 
ered, moral pleasures, and pleasures so- 
cial. 

Under the latter head the author treats 
of protection, capital, labor questions, pub- 
lic schools, Socialism, province of govern- 
ment, and other kindred topics. He be- 
lieves fully and firmly in the law of indivi- 
dual sovereignity, and in summing up 
shows the cause of our socia] disarrange- 
ment and points the remedy as it appears 
to him in carrying out the law of the 
sovereignty of the individual. 

The perusal of this book has given me 
much pleasure. Its short, pithy sentences 
hav been written by a careful student and 
a close observer of human life and its en- 
vironments. 

The reader may take some exceptions to 
his doetrin, but the author will most 
adroitly lead him to acknowledge his rea- 
soning as very sensible in the main. 

Susan H. Wrxon. 

‘Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” by John E. Remsburg. A work of 
336 pages, neatly printed. The Truth 
Seeker Company, publishers, 28 Lafayette 
place, New York. Price in cloth, $1; in 
paper, 50 cents. Mr. Remsburg has given 
all the data from every accessible source 
as to the religious opinions of Mr. Lin- 


coln, who, though evidently an unbeliever 
in orthodox religion, was too shrewd a 
politician to let the general public know 
just what hé did believe. That he was not 
a Christian is quite evident, but his Infi- 
delity was not of a character to be emu- 
lated by a true Liberal. To those who 
hav any care about what he was, this book 
will be quite interesting. Like all Mr. 
Remsburg writes, it is carefully written 
and in every way trustworthy. — Inde- 
pendent Pulpit. 


DEMAND POND'S 
EXTRACT. AVOID 
ALL IMITATIONS. — 


FOR 


i Feminine 
| Complaints 
d Lameness 
m Pu | Soreness 
eRe Wounds 
die ues, Bruises 
Catarrh 
Burns. 


US Piles 
ONDS | 
EXTRACT 


It will Cure. 


hers in Oriental History, | Je for Parsons, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 

WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 

Fourth Edition. 

Part 1.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 

` ters. 
Part II —Resear. hes in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
: chapters. 
Part III —Derivation of Chr'stianity ; twenty 
. char ters. 
Part IV whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 
Press Notices. 

The style is forcible and terse. the reasoning 
good, and as the facts up n which the argufnent 
is based arelargeiy Christian, our theological 
friends will haye some hard nuts to crack it they 
att-mpt to answer them. — Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 


ture of the nineteenth contury.—Progressive 
Thinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


À rare chance is offered for a surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will selt it for 
half-price—$80. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
eee x ə j dueton s S an 
i tS Positisely CE iiti db with tese 
table Remedies. liave cured 
many thousand cases cailed 
hopeless. From first dose 
iymptoms ranidly disappear, and in ten days at least two-thirds 
of all symptoms are removed. BOOK of testimonials of mi- 
raculous cures sent FREE. 1O DAYS TREATMENT FREE by 


mail. DR H H GREBEN & SONS, Specialists. ATLANTA. GA. 


Ese THUMBSCREW 


12 COPIES Zé 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 


By GEO. E. 


AND BACK, sion. 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 


‘fhe Moly tnquisition. 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Sranish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, t.e Rac..the Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks, 


tho Heretic O teher, the Irou Boo, the Hot Mitton, a Mouth 
iag on the Wheel, th; 
ate the Execution Bell, etc. 


by the Inquisition, Breaking and, Buraia 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgi « Up to 


8 .ar (gag), Iron Masks recommended 
ucking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 


“T used to read in bonk:,” says Colonel Ingarsoll, “how ou : fathers persecuted mankind BatI 


never appreciated :t. 


trea lit, bit it did not. burn itself into my soul. 


I did not really appreciate 


ths infamies tbat have been committed in the name of religion until saw the iron arguments thas 


Christians used.” 


Price, 10 Cents per Copy. 


12 Copies for $1.00 


BUY A DOLLAR’S WORTH AND SCiaTreR THEM AMONG YOUR OHRISTIAN NEIGHRORS! 


Address THE .RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTICATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROFOSIT ONS. 


. With Refer nceg tothe most Plin and Striking S If Contradic:ions of the So-called Inspired 
er ptuies. Including Qnestions Answered Affirmativel) and Ne atively by Qvotations from the 


Bible. 


Al-o, Other Bib!e References of Imp ran e. 


Fourth Edition, Revi.ed and Enlarge!.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 


Address 


TAE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


RELICION A CURSE, | 
RELIGION A DISEASE, ` 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel 


P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabvea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation ins 


4 


ed by the Congressional act closing me World’s Fair 


on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian charch. 
To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have neyer before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 


of Diberty and T 
thought Hall; Death and Life; 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 


. Ihe main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this country. It should be distributed wi 


homas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
he Golden Age; Shut the 


oor (a poem on the closing of the 


ely. 


It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 25 cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


‘| her Catechism. 


Tommy: ‘‘I owe Freddy Jones a lick- 
ing." Mother: ‘‘How’s that?’ Tommy: 
** He knew his Sunday-school lesson better 
than I did yesterday.”— Truth. 


** WELL, little boy, what's your name?" 
asked the Sunday-school teacher, opening 
‘*Shadrach Nebuchad- 
nezzar Jones.” ‘Who gave you that 
name?" **T don’t know. But if I find 
out whin I gets me growth they'll be sorry 
for it!”—London Freethinker. 


Taxes Work Nowadays: ‘‘You nig- 
gers,” says Uncle Mose, ‘‘dat t'inks you 
is gwine to git up dem golden stairs wid- 
out climbin’, and climbin’ hahd, is mighty 
much mistakened. I des want to tell you 
right now dat de yellervator is stopped 
runnin’ eber since de days ob ole ’Lijah,” 
Indianapolis Journal. 


“BE not afraid of sin, if you pay well, 
There are no wealthy men in the Roman 
Papist hell; 

God opens him the gate, and lets him in, 
The want of funds to pay, is far the greater 
sin; . f . 

For all things else on earth, you settle 

when in heaven, 
So count your beads again and keep the 
tally even.” —John Dryden. 


** MAMMA, do you believe that God ean . 
see everything?" His mother assured him 
thaf God was omniscient, explaining to 
him what the term meant. ‘‘ But I know, 
mamma there is something that God can 
not see.” The mother, naturally, was 
shocked at the little skeptic’s asseveration. 
** But I know he can’t see everything!" 
** What can't he see?"  ** Why, mamma, 
he can't see the top of his own head,"— 
London Freethinker. 


Ar the Revival Meeting.—Stranger: ‘‘I 
should like to say & few words to-night ” 
Leader: ‘I don't know; hav you had a 
career of crime, been a drunkard, or any- 
thing of that sort?" Stranger: ‘‘ No, in- 
deed; I can truly say I hav always led a 
correct life." Leader: ‘‘All very well, no 
doubt; but the people won’t care to listen 
to you. You’d better stay, however, and 
hear Bruiserboy, the reformed pugilist, 
and Mole, the saved sneak-thief. Both of 
'em are rattlers.” - Boston Transcript. 


A THIEF AT THE BAPTIZING. 


** Tf you please, sah,” said a well dressed 
young negro to the lieutenant of police at 
headquarters last night, ''while Ah was 
a-being baptized dis mawnin’ somébody 
stole mah watch and mah money out of 
mah clothes which Ah had left in de base- 
ment, sah.” 

“What is. your name, and where and 
how did it happen?” asked the officer. 

** Mab name, sah, is Henry D. Bernwell, 
Jr., and it was dis hyar very mawnin', sah, 
at church. You see, dey had a big batiz- 
ing up dere, sah. They was twenty-five 
culled persons baptized, sah, and I was 
one of ’em, if you will 'scuse. me for 
sayin’ it. We took offen our clothes, 
sah—that is our outside clothes, -ach 
—down in de basemen’, an’ left ’em 
dere. Den we went up to be soused in de 
big. basin, and while de preacher was 
a-sousin’ us, some one of dem over at de 
end of de line furderest from de preacher 
slipped down into dat cellar and done went 
frew our clothes, sah. 

** Dey took mah silver watch and chain, 
worth $10 any day, and mah money.” 

“How much money?” . 

**Only 35 cents from me, sah, but dat 
represents a pretty powerful sum dese hard 
times. Den dey took a good gold watch 
from another man, sah, and 75 cents. An’ 
dey took 30 cents from mah cousin, sah, a 
young lady, and she feels mighty bad 
about it, ’cause she done had to walk home 
in de rain after a-bein’ baptized. An’ dey 
took some jewelry from anudder fella, sah, 
and I reckon if de thief had time he would 
hav.gone frew all of de clothes, exceptin’ 
his own, of course." 

** Where is that church?" 

** Tt am de Baptist church at Nineteenth 
and I streets northwest, sah, and it is a 
wonderful strong church.. Dere was a fine 
crowd dere dis mawnin’, and de service 
was powe'ful strong.” 

«Well, we will put a detectiv on the 
ease, and try and recover the stolen prop- 
erty.” 

Ah weesh you would, sah. Ah’ll tell 
you one thing. Ah shorely doan’ think 
dat dat thief’s baptizin’ dis mawnin’ done 
him much good, do you?” 

“No, I don’t,” acquiesced the lieuten- 
ant, repressing & smile. 

‘An’ dere’s one thing mo’. I done got 
religion dis mawnin’, but ef I meets dat 
nigga’ what stole dem things, it won’t take 
mah mor’n a minute to get mah fightin’ 
clothes on. No, indeed. Ump-um-m.” 

And, with a shake of his head, Henry 
sorrowfully went out of the door into the 
snow, to be alone with his thoughts of bap. 
tizing and fighting.— Washington Post, . 
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Gems of Phought. 


Tug freedom of thought and utterance, 
the foundations of social civilization, are 
tampered with by all laws that cannot be 
equally applied. —Moncure D. Conway. 


Mosr social institutions appear to hav: 


the objeot of maintaining men in a medi- 
ocrity of ideas and sentiments, which 
renders them easy to be governed.— 
Chamfort and Vauvenargues. 


TuovGHTFUL people who are devoted to 


republiean institutions, to government of 


the people, by the people, for the people, 
do not stop io inquire whether special 
governmental favoritism pays in dollars 
and cents or not. They see the growing 
danger of any sort of governmental con- 
trol of private business and understand 
that such usurpation, if tolerated, will re- 
sult in the overthrow of free government. 
and in the most unbearable tyranny.— 
Galveston News. 


Taux language of the Materialist must 
always be preferred by science, because 
(as Huxley has judiciously observed) con- 
necting the phenomenon of life with other 
phenomena, it invites the thinker to make 
researches into the physical conditions 
which accompany life, contributes to the 
progress of positiv knowledge, and tends 
to make us exercise over the moral world 
a control analogous to that which we exer- 
cise over everything which is in relation to 
the physical world.— London Freethinker. 


Somr amiable and heterodox sects retain 
heaven and abolish hell A kingdom in 
the clouds may, of course, be portioned 
off according to pleasure. The doctrin, 
however, is interesting in an intellectual 
point of view only, as illustrating in the 
naivest fashion the .common fallacy of 
eonfounding our wishes with our beliefs. 
The argument that because evil and good 
are mixed wherever we can observe, 
therefore there is elsewhere unmixed good, 
does not obey any recognized canons of 
induetion.— Leslie Stephen. 


TuzsE old fairy tales hav lost their power 
to charm, as the tales of the gods and kings 
went down before. 'They hav lost their 
charm; for as we read them now they 
awake no answering chord born of the 


experiences that make up what we know 


of human life. When the beauty of real- 
ism shall be truly known, we shall read 
the book, or look upon the work of art, 
and, in the light of all we know of life, 
shall ask our beings whether the image 
the author or the painter creates for us is 
like the one that is born of the conscious- 
ness which moves our souls, and the ex- 
periences that life has made us know.— C. 
S. Darrow. . 


I mav lately been reading some of the 
investigations made by the Anti-Vivisec- 
tion Society. The descriptions of experi- 
ments are given not in the words of the 
anti-vivisectionists themselvs, who might 
be led by the intensity of their feelings 
into an extravagant use of adjectivs, but in 
the unprejudiced scientific language of the 
physiological journals or the monographs 
of the investigators. To giv the details of 
these operations would be almost as great 
an act of cruelty to the reader as the 
original operation was to its victims. 
Thousands of vertebrate animals are 
yearly sacrificed not to original scientific 
research, but in cruel class demonstrations 
es vig already firmly established. — Kate 

eld. 


In the study of history there should be 
but one law for all. Patriotism, piety, 
and filial duty hay nothing to do with it— 
they are, indeed, mere snares and sources 
of delusion. The rules and canons of 
criticism applied in one case and to one 
character, must be sternly and serupu- 
lously applied in all other similar cases and 
to all other characters; and while sur- 
rounding circumstances should, and, in- 
deed, must be, taken into careful consider- 
ation, they must be taken into equal con- 
sideration, no matter who is concerned. 
Patriotism in the study of history is but 
another name for provineialism. To see 
history truly and correctly, it must be 
viewed as a whole.—Charles Francis 
Adams. 


Ler Americans understand that under- 
neath the velvet gloves are the same 
talons; beneath the brilliant vestments is 
the same lust of domination; under the 
honeyed accents are the same chords 
whose vibrations filled the souls of men 
with terror; under the acquiescence to 
publie sentiment when the incomplete 
purpose is prematurely brought to light, 
is the never-weakening, ever-strengthen- 
ing will to regain the temporal and spirit- 
ual power which the souls of the reformers 
threw off at the risk, and many of them at 
the sacrifice, of life itself. The boast of 
ite Roman church that it never changes, 
js true. To draw a figure from its idea of 
t:ansubstantiation in the reverse order— 
lts accidents may change; its substance 
nzver.—J. M. Buckley. 


Old ‘Testament Stories | 
Comically Illustrated. 


AT WILL 
MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Isaac and His “ Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


‘By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 


400 Pages. 200 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifres. 
Samson the Strong, — 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excei, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


16-page Illustrated Book 
giving dates and prices 


REE 


n Co 


m1 Clerk 17,832 Exchange Building, Boston, Mass 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Pnblished Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.— $3. 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..................... $0 25 
Men, Women, ‘and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 

ener,.......-.vns se errem. DO 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- " 
i^n RHONE ERE 

Answore > Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- 5 

ne F 

Christian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 

ictor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire.. 10 

The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 

Babbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Feith from Tradition to Rea- 

, 80n. Robert O. Adams ................ oe ð 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- " 

DAI. ..icelereicredoieriiee p s Ser err aq 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
igion. ‘T. E. Longshore................ 50. 
Issues oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights a Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- di 
Ta iinicns's cree Snicles Sees easeerscecssescess's 
Was Christ Orucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
vp, dener.......... ttr vee 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Bemsburg e. 95 

ul Disclosures of Maris Mon e. 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire.............- 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- is 

cock,......... TERR 
Liberty in Literature. . Tesiimonial to 
Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll... ........... 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
PEOCHON is esser ats cee hn pre apxE Ea RE 15 
Oandle From Under the Bushel. Wm. À. i 
a E EA T EE 
The Holy Bible Abridged.....................- 80 
False Ciaims of the Church. John E. 
Bemsburg....... Peete KR NI ic ERN RE 10 
lssuEs or 1898.— $3. 
''homas Paine Vindicated. Col. Bobert 
GQ. Tngersoll...........sssercsseeserrecesee 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
mann.........e fttit tut TOPPED 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
M. E. Billings... RB 
Resurrection of Jesus..................- 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell... 50 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; 
ligion a Lie. S.P. Putnam............. S D 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
Tae TRUTH SEESER..............-. se 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
ohn E. Remsbure...................... 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair 
trated. 8. P. Putnam......... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.. Qe 16 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, ai 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired, B 

Bingle numbers sold at prices quoted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 


By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 


- Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


sorae OLD OWNS (THE HOLY CROSS- SERIES. (Wottstein’s ; 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
triguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, an 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
cement, and had such a circulation as thit 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "no 
better than she should be," but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. ] 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 

years & confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricnlar confession, including 
copious extracts from the ‘Confessional Un- 
masked.” from the “ Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest againstand an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuons openness of gouth 
ind to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Bevised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, Paper, 1€ cents. 

Sister Lney and Her Awfnl Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 


ham, Essex, England. Showing that oonvents 
are inimical to Chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


i 10 conta, 
, Price, paper, jet UTR SEEKER OU. 
3& Lafayetto Place. New York Ulty. 


STU in a Jfutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
o CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


‘An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Chris tian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius. 
eapecaiily in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

ce, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette place, New York City: 


Repair : Department 


Bere. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.. Bro. Matertat- 
tst: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in jast three and » half 
days from the time it left thig station. 

t was put into À No.1 shape and is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 
I have other work in your line to be done you 
shall have it. A. E. SurTR. 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. have personally 
managed my repair department for 84 Years an 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishment 

ect order and closely regulated, 
PRICE LISI. 

Cleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or three 
$1 jobs at $2.50. ; : 

All work warranted one year. Liberal dis- 
counts to agenta. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBPRAL JEWBLER. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


The Freethought Badge. 


The lI I ir S " 
DESIONER OF NS E IS irn 


Bend for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 
Mention Tar TRUTHS BEEKEB. ` 


A NEW WORK 


: BY 
ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
Author of “The Bible and Evolution,” 
* ENTITLED 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TBRITH SEEKER. 


until in per: 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R, B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. Address Tur TRUTH SEEKER. 


€ Varic 
cele, Mental and Physical Debility 
and who are desirous of being cured, & 


W civing causes and symptoms Of thi 
j laints, and a description of the Doctor’a 
x mportant medical discovery--an Oute 
ward Applicatlon- s positive cure—the only rem» 
edy of the kind in extstence—with evidences of suo 
cess. Address, pR,R. P, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw this adver. Vinet nd, N. J. 


IF-I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
Lrperat, and I trast the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 
lows. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABCOOK, Price, 15 cents. 
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ZEKE PROPHESYETH ABOUT THE PREACHERS,—Ezek. xxii, 11. - 


Each canvasser for signatures should take two copies of this petition and have both signed; ono 
to be sent to the House and the other to the Senate. All adults, men and women, should sign. 

Cut this] petition} heading out and attach to a sheet of paper, ruled as indicated at bottom of this. 
When sheet is filled with names put in an envelope, stamp and address to Taz Trura SEEKER, 28 Lafayette 
Place, New York City, and mail at once. For more blanks send to same address. 


Petition to Congress Asking It to Reject the Proposed 
God-in-the-Constitution Amendment. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress Assembled : 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States, do hereby respectfully pray and memorialize your 
Honorable Body to reject the proposed Amendment to the Constitution prepared by the National Reform 
Association and offered in the Senate on Jan. 25th, 1894, by Senator Frye, and in the House on the same day 
by Representative Morse. The proposed Amendment would change the Preamble to the Constitution by the 
insertion of the sentences within quotation marks which follow the words “ We, the people of the United 
States,” in the paragraph below : 


We, the people of the United States, “devoutly acknowledging the supreme authority and just govern- 
ment of Almighty God in all the affairs of men and nations; grateful to him for our civil and religious lib- 
erty, and encouraged by the assurances of his Word ‘to invoke his guidance, as a Christian nation, according 
to his appointed way, through Jesus Christ,” etc. l 

We ask the rejection of this proposed amendment for the following reasons : 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. __ 

2. That the rights of all classes of citizens may be conserved and perpetuated. It is manifest that 
the adoption of such an Amendment to the Constitution would be, in fact, the incorporation of certain relig- 
ious and sectarian dogmas in the fundamental law of the land. Such recognition of religious dogmas in the 
civil law was very carefully guarded against by the wise founders of the Republic, both in the Constitution 
as originally adopted and in the First Amendment thereto. 

8. As the Constitution now stands no discrimination, on the ground of heresy, can be legally made 
against any citizen. More than one hundred years of experience amply justifies this wide tolerance and for- 
cibly pleads for its continuance. Men of all shades of religious, non-religious, and anti-religious belief can 
and do render allegiance to and acceptably serve the State, and this without hypocrisy or perjury. Should 
this proposed Amendment be adopted, it would at once shut out of public life candid and honest men, whose 
reason, for any cause, cannot accept one or more of the three creedal statements contained in said proposed 
Amendment, but unscrupulous doubters and rejecters of these creedal affirmations would have no difficulty 
in taking the oath of allegiance to the Amended Constitution. Hence said proposed Amendment offers a 
premium for hypocrisy and perjury, and is, consequently, in the highest degree immoral. It is also unjust, 
in that it deprives a part of our citizens of their equal rights, because of a difference of opinion. Again, it 
must be hurtful to the State, because, as already shown, it would admit pretenders and timorous men to 
positions of trust and responsibility, and bar out men of honesty and courage. 

4. The experience of all times and nations has shown conclusively that every attempt, to force from 
the citizen a direct or indirect acknowledgment of the truth of any of the dogmas of religion is disastrous. 
It creates new religious hatreds and intensifies the old; it demoralizes religion and corrupts the state; it 
tramples the equal rights and liberties of the deserving citizen, and+puts into the hands of bad men a dan- 
gerous and terrible power over the property, persons, and lives of their fellow-citizens. 

5. If Theistic, Trinitarian, and Christian majorities may to-day rightfully force upon Deistic, Athe- 
istic, or Agnostic, and Unitarian and non-Christian minorities their distinctive creeds, what warrant have we 
that some other day the Catholics, the Methodists, or the Presbyterians will not Amend into the Constitution 
their distinguishing sectarian dogmas? That step would logically follow the one which your Honorable 
Body has been asked to take, and against which we respectfully but strongly and unalterably protest. 


NAME. TOWN. | 


———————— 


STATE.. 


JY ows of the Ueek. 


Te revival contagion has spread from 
Brooklyn to New York. 


Two more bomb explosions in Parig, 
this time in the quarters of the poor. 


A MEMORIAL to Charles Darwin is to be 
founded in his nativ town of Shrewsbury. 


Norman L. Munro, the New York pub- 
ein’ of cheap works of fiction, died last 
week. . 


Tux entombed miners in the Gaylord 
mine in Pennsylvania hav not yet been 
reached. ' 


Tnz Great Mosque of Damascus, erected 
in the year 86 of the Hegira, was destroyed 
by an accidental fire. i 


. A MAOHINRE has been invented for drill. 
ing square, oblong, or hexagonal holes, 
heretofore found impossible. (n 


Forry-stx men were killed and mortally 
wounded by a boiler explosion on the Ger- 
man cruiser Brandenburg on her trial trip. 


Tum League of American Wheelmen has 
at last got the word ‘‘ white" into its con- 
stitution.. The negro is the Jew of 
America. 


Dr. TYNDALL of the Broome street tab- 
ernacle, this city, took a live rooster into 
the pulpit recently with which to illustrate 
the devil’s wiles. ; 


A snow blizzard, starting in Cuba as a 
cyclone, struck Florida and proceeded up 
the Atlantic coast, reaching New York the 
night of February 25th. 


A OCmioíago reporter interviewed four 
hundred wayfarers who refused to do any 
kind of work. Over three hundred and 
fifty of them were fairly well educated. ` 


A Foros of British sailors, sent inland 
on the west coast of Africa to punish slave 
dealers, were ambushed by Chief Fodisi- 
lah's savages and sustained heavy losses, 


In the House of Representative, Bland 
still fails to get a quorum to vote upon his 
coinage bill. He told the obstructionists 
that they were mobocrats and Anarchists. 


In July the government bureau of en- 
graving and printing will begin the print- 
ing of postage stamps, the government 
ae rejected all bids offered by private 

rms. 


A new version of the New Testament is 
ready in France. ‘‘It is almost radical in 
its character,” says the Independent’s 
correspondent, oe to the inerrant word 
of God! 


Tue plurality of Galusha A. Grow, Re- 
publican candidate for: Congressman at 
large in Pennsylvania (to fill vacancy), has 
now reached 182,000. Grow was speaker 
of the House in 1861. 


On February 20th a large body of the 
unemployed threatened to ‘‘clean out” 
the Massachusetts state-house if their de- 
mands for assistance were not at once 
heeded. They had evidently taken their 
cue from more wealthy beneficiaries of 
politics, : 

Rozznr C. ApAMs, president of the Sec- 
ular Union of Canada, has challenged the 
evangelist, B. Fay Mills, to debate this 
proposition: ‘* Which principles will best 
promote human welfare—those of Evan- 
gelieal Christianity or those of Natural- 
ism?" 

Rev. Dr. Gi ERR, of St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal church of this city, has opened 
in connection therewith a loan bureau for 
the benefit of the poor. . Rate of interest, 
six per cent. Cheaper than the three-ball 
men, but six per cent isa fair profit for 
the church. 


Tue House of Lords has yielded some 
of its amendments to the Parish Councils 
bil. The Duke of Devonshire, leader of 
the Liberal Unionists, advised the Lords 
to accept the judgment of the English peo- 
ple. The Commons hav accepted one of 
the Lords’ amendments. 


Tre freshmen’s banquet at Cornell was 
interfered with by the sophomores, Chro- 
line gas was turned into the dining-room, 
and a cook died as one of the results and 
several students were prostrated. Tufts, 
Dartmouth, Rutgers, and other colleges 
hav also lately given exhibitions of ruffian- 
ism. Candidates for prison stripes are 
numerous. : 


Ar Toledo, O., in a suit in a justice’s 
court, it was brought out that among the 
purchasers of rifles to be used against the 
Catholics were the mayor of the city, the 
police commissioner, the chairman of the 
Republican City Committee, and many 
other prominent citizens, One of these 
men testified that they had expected a 
Catholic uprising, to begin in Chicago! A 
transparently false forged encyclical caused 
the scare. 
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ristianity as Lady Macbeth—" Out, damned spot; out, Tsay.” 


Paine’s “ Age of 


variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freetho 
8 


cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK | 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form 8 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Ohristianity. As 
^ to all truth seekers it is invaluable. y 

of subjects makes it a hand-book. AslIngersoll said of 
eason,” it enables someody in every village to “corner the parson.” 


As a book of reference and aid 
Its classification 


Its wide 
ht Price, 


Addres TRUTH SEEKER. 


"With -Daughter's Babe Upon His Knee. 


À new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
"Life, by *the prince o oracora.” Col. X. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
&ppear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
vurrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “* one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who, now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." . It will 
make a delightfal present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
R Lafavattes olco. New York 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE BEFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 35 cents. Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


CONTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Oompetent? The Fathers Quoted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretics. The Christian Canon. 

5 Panar. KN aanta: alath, 75 canta, 


Christianity a Fiction. 


Astronomical and Astrolog!c- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HE GIANT DELUSION. 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 
Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 
Summer Days at Onset, Il- 
lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath —AII Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland. D.D., in 1871. Price. 25c. 

Bacon and Shakspere, Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 


Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
editien, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 

objections to the identification of Paine as 

Junius and Casca, Price, 5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. BOBEBT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


84 pages. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. papers 10 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance, 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 388 pp., $1.25. 


| The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


How Fo Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BAREAN, M.D. 

Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 


-cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 


could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. I congratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 
Other noted physicians recommen 
it just as highly. 
Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
?8Lafavette place, New York, 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. | 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. - 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for * 


the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 
It wil reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. . "TNI ; 
Tt will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
i of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with. the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 


tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
ry The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| ‘Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstonoraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius, Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. . 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hnme Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. rudi Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill, Warren. Susan B, Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard 'lTeherny- Ingersoll. "Garabaldi. Petrofsky. MatildaJoslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secnlar Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of. those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 
E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
rs. M. A. Freeman, 

Katie Kehm Smith, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Hey wood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, . J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lilian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


. r4 
and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON'T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain € 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


št will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 

your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 

can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. : 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. A 

We need more subscribers to Tux 
Trurs SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: : 


Send us Four New 


| Yearly Subscribersat 


regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


| Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HES!ON, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 

Or, #f preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
m HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, ; 

To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- - 
mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, l ` 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get THE TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. U 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 
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i 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 
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x ` SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 
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One subscription two years, in adVanee............... ss. S 00 
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One subseription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
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One subsoription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company's money order 
postal order, a@rast on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt ,enew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s «Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we wil send Tue Terors Srexer one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
.pieture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chieago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. | 


` For $5 we will send Tue Trora SxxkER one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truta SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. . 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue TRuTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and * The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book " 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comie- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Troura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). l 

This is a splendid opportunity. to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


What Does It Involve? 


What does the proposed Christian amendment 
to the Constitution contain? That is, what can be 
legitimately, logically, and legally deduced from it? 
Would it commit the nation to the acceptance of 
any fundamental dogma or dogmas of the Christian 
religion? What effect would it hav upon legis- 
lators, judges, and executiv officers in the perform- 
ance of their respectiv duties? Should it be 
adopted, would the religious liberties of the citizen 
be more, or less, respected and secure than they are 
at present? Would it enable Christian, or pre- 
tended Christian, lawmakers and officials to oppress 
dissenters under the pretext of enforcing “moral” 
laws based, or asserted to be based, upon the Bible ? 

In attempting to anewer these questions we shall 
go for information and exegesis directly to the 
official representativs of the National Reform Asso- 
ciation. We shall let them tell our readers what 
this. proposed amendment means and what they 
hope to secure for the church by its adoption. Out 
of their mouths we shall judge and condemn it. 

In the first place, is the form of the amendment 
satisfactory to the Covenanter church and its exec- 
utiv, the National Reform Association? The 
Christian Reformer, whose senior editor is David 
McAllister, treasurer of the Association, says: 

** We are fully persuaded that no form of amendment 
has ever been proposed that includes so comprehensivly 
all the relations of a nation to God and Christ and the 
Bible. This form of amendment will bear study; and 
the more carefully it is examined in the light of God’s 
word and the principles of political science, the more 


clearly will its greater fullness and accuracy of statement 
be seen.” 


Rev. R. C. Wylie, a corresponding secretary of 
the National Reform Association, fills nearly two 
pages of the Christian Reformer of February 24 
with an analysis and exposition of the amendment. 
We will see what he says. 

Mr. Wylie is unusually frank. Generally the de- 
fenders of the existing connection between church 
and state and the advocates of new bonds of union 
claim that all they want is an association of religion 
and the state; theydo not wish, they aver, to hav the 
law recognize any particular church; they will be 
satisfied, they contend, if the fundamentals of relig- 
jon are made parts of the organic law and respected 
in legislation. To this the opponents of Sunday 
laws, Bible in the schools, and Christian amend- 
ments hav always answered that any recognition by 
the state of a Christian dogma is to that extent a 
union of church and state; that all affirmations con- 
cerning sacred books, holy days, gods, and saviors 
are essentially theological and can be made nothing 
else, no matter how ingenious and ingenuous the 
arguments of their advocates. Now comes Mr. 
Wylie and candidly admits that theology and relig- 
ion are one and inseparable, and that it is as much 
a theological as a religious amendment that he and 
his associates are striving to make a part of the 
Constitution. He is about to show us what this 
Christian amendment contains and involves, and in 
a preliminary way he writes the first paragraph 
below: 

** The question for us to decide is, does it suitably ex- 
press the Christian principles of civil government? In 
determining this matter let us consider, first of all, the 
theology of it. We find in this proposed form the follow- 


ing theological truths: 

**1. The supreme suthority of God in all the affairs of 
men and nations. > 

“92, The just government of God in the affairs of men 
and nations. Whatever calamities come upon nations, 
they come under God’s government and they come justly. 
National judgments fall not only upon the nation as a 
body, but also upon individuals snd families. Hence the 
individual as well as the social aspect of divine providences 


is here taught. The righteous often suffer because of 
their connection with a sinfal nation. The righteous 
character of God's government, wen he sends pros- 
perity, is also involved in the language of this amend- 
ment. 

“3. The mediatorial authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The expression ‘encouraged by the assurances 
of his word to invoke his guidance as a Christian nation, 
according to his appointed way, by Jesus Christ,’ is ex- 
ceeding rich. [Yes, it is!] Having already acknowledged 
God’s supreme authority, the next thing to do is to put 
the nation in right relation to that authority. This part 
of the amendment teaches that God guides, governs, con- 
trols nations in an appointed way by Jesus Christ. * * * 
The bare acknowledgment of Christ's authority is not 
sufficient. He is most highly honored when he is recog- 
nized as the appointed One. 

** 4. The undivided Christ is recognized in this amend- 
ment. Itisa mistake to divide the mediatorial offices, 
and to assign the kingly office to the nation to the ex- 
clusion of the prophetic and priestly offices. Ho is the 
Prophet of the nation, not only in giving law, but also in 
giving encouragements and warnings. He is the nation's 
Priest. If not, there is no forgivness for national sin. 
He is undivided in his mediatorial office, and this amend- 
ment so regards him. 

**5. The Divine Word is recognized in its entire rela- 
tion tothe nation. The Bibleislaw,anditis more. This 
amendment says, ‘encouraged by the assurances of his 
word to invoke his guidance,’ etc. It is true that the 
word ‘assurance’ means neither law, admonition, nor 
warning. But whatever it assures tue nation of that 
would be of use in its guidance, is certainly involved in 
this expression. The nation is here speaking. It is in- 
voking divine guidance. It is encouraged so to do by 
what it finds in the word. What is assured to the nation 
in the word that has anything to do with its guidance? 
Surely the idea of law, as well as promis and warning, is 
here involved. The Bible in its whole bearing on the 
nation is here recognized.” 


We make these lengthy quotations because it is 
necessary that all lovers of liberty should under- 
stand fully what the theocratic conspirators aim to 
accomplish. All these theological tenets will enter 
into and form a part of the organic law if the 
amendment is accepted by three-fourths of the 
states, and will be enforced through statute law by 
the federal and local governments. As we proceed 
in our examination of Rev. Mr. Wylie’s exposition 
of the Morse-Frye amendment, we shall find that it 
is the intention and expectation of the National Re- 
formers that these basic dogmas of the Trinitarian 
Christian church be accepted and enforced by all 
having anything to do with the creation, adjudica- 
tion, and administration of civil law. This means 
that the Bible—or, rather, the Christian majority’s 
interpretation of it—will be the real organic law of 
this nation. This means the control of the state by 
the church. This means the persecution of dis- 
senters of all classes. This means the suppression 
of free speech, the gagging of the press, the block- 
ing of the wheels of progress, the stagnation of 
thought, the return of the Millennium of Ignorance, 
when 

** Earth groaned beneath religion’s iron age, 

And priests dared babble of a God of peace, 

E'en while their hands were red with guiltless blood, 
Murdering the while, uprooting every germ 

Of truth, exterminating, spoiling all, 

Making the earth a slaughter-house." 


Mr. Wylie considers next the political philosophy 
of the amendment. He says: 


**1. It teaches the moral personality of the nation. * °° 

**9. It teaches that the auth rity exercised in ordain- 
ing a constitution of government is derived from God. It 
should be carefully noted that the people, according to 
this amendment, acknowledge God’s authority in all the 
affairs of nations, while in the act of ordaining a consti- 
tution. Manifestly they acknowledge that they ordain 
the Constitution by virtue of a delegated power. 

‘3, There is here an acknowledgment that the nation 
is subject to God in Christ. A Christian nation is repre- 
sented in this amendment as invoking divine guidance by 
Jesus Christ. This is the recognition, by the nation, 
acting wholly in the political sphere, of the important and 
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profound theological truth, t: t God deals with nations 
throagh the Mediator. f 
'*4, We hav here a covenant relation established be- 
* tween the nation and God. The expression *to invoke 
his guidance,’ etc., places the nation in precisely the 
right relation to God in Christ. It is far more than a 
bare acknowledgment of Christ. Acknowledgment is not 
enough. When applicants for membership in the church 
are examined, we demand more than an acknowledgment 
of truth. We require an acceptance of truth, and of THE 
TRUTH, Jesus Curist. When the Christian nation is here 
. represented as invoking divine guidance by Jesus Christ, 
it is represented as doing far more than merely acknowl- 
edging him as King. ‘There is here a formal acceptance 
of him as the Mediatorial Prophet, Priest, and King of the 
nation. The language means, not only that the nation 
invokes through Christ, but also that it invokes guidance 
through or by Christ. 

“5, The fact that moral issues arise in the sphere of na- 
-tional life and are to be settled by the Word of God, is 
here recognized. This thought will be presently con- 
sidered more fully.” 

Yes, this amendment involves far more than the 
mere acknowledgment of Jesus. It “demands” 
the acozprance of Jesus Christ as * Prophet, Priest, 
and King,” and woe be to the doubter who cannot 
accept him as such. For this doubter the pains 
&nd penalties of civil law, aye, even the tortures of 
the Inquisition, if less appalling terrors do not suf- 
fice to prevent the expression of heretical opinions. 

“The amendment from a practical point of view” 
next receives Secretary Wylie's attention. He asks: 


. **1. How would it be regarded by legislators? Suppose 
a moral issue were before the national legislature. Let it 
be the Sabbath, the saloon, the divorce, or any other 
moral issue. During the discussion, let some one read 
from the preamble of the Constitution the words, ‘en- 
couraged by the assurances of his Word to invoke his 
guidance as a Christian nation, according to his appointed 
way by Jesus Christ, our Lord.’ Would any member of 
Congress be so obtuse as to fail to see the propriety and 
the duty of appealing to the Bible to settle the question? 
If it should be maintained that this form of amendment 
does not make it obligatory to appeal to the Bible to get- 
tle the question, it should be remembered that the pre- 
amble is not the place for a statement of an obligatory 
character. 

“2, How would the judiciary regard this amendment? 
If they should take the oath sincerely they would regard 
themselvs as bound to seek God’s guidance through Christ. 
in all their judicial proceedings. It would be impossible 
for a court to declare, with a good conscience, a moral 
statute, framed in harmony with the morals of the Bible, 
to be unconstitutional. 

“3. How would it be regarded by the executiv depart- 
ment? As bound to be guided by God in Christ in all 
official duties, and to enforce all moral statutes framed in 
harmony with it." 

Undoubtedly the member of Congress would 
“gee the propriety” of “appealing to the Bible" 
to settle vexing political questions if the clause 
quoted by Mr. Wylie were in the Constitution, and 
a vigilant priesthood were busying itself in giving 
“advice” and “counsel” to the law-makers. And be 
sure the priesthood would never fail to do its part. 
Allit needs now is more legal rope with which to 
bind and strangle religious freedom. Giv it the 
amendment and it will very quickly compel the 
legislativ rope-walks to manufacture all the cords 
and cables it wants. The thoughtful reader will 
not hav failed to note that Mr. Wylie more than 
hints all this when he says that if it is asserted 
that this form of amendment does not make ob- 
ligatory an appeal to the Bible by the lawmakers, 
“it should be remembered that the preamble is 
not the place for a statement of an obligatory 
character.” Of course we understand what this 
means: Incorporate into the preamble of the 
Constitution the National Reformers’ amendment, 
and Congress and the legislatures will soon be 
cajoled or bullied into putting into the statute- 

' books all the “statements of an obligatory character" 
that the Covenanters desire. Think of it, free men 
and women of the United States! Here are large 
and powerful organizations purposing to so change 
the fundamental and statute laws of our country 
that Congress and the state legislativ bodies will 
be compelled to appeal to the Bible for authority 
for their acts! And these men—most of them— 
hav the audacity to claim that this would not be a 
union of church and state! 


tivly Christian." 
Yes, that is so. 


of conscience ? 


past? What hope for the future? 


and enslave our children and children’s children. 


mony with the Bible as this.” 


now. 


few laudatory sentences and then adds: 


to render impossible any interpretation that would strip 


character.” 

That is to say: It might now be possible to find 
a judge who is more or less influenced by the nobler 
traditions of the Republic and who yet holds with 
some degree of tenacity to the Fathers’ ideas of re- 
ligious equality and civil liberty, and who therefore 
would be unlikely to construe such an amendment 
to the Constitution in harmony with the wishes of 
the theocrats, but that, after the passage of the 
years which must precede the contemplated change 
in the Constitution, the courts of the nation would 
be so completely in the hands and indoctrinated 
with the reactionary principles of the ecclesiastical 
party that no judge would hav sufficient ability, 
honesty, or courage to so interpret the poisoned 
Constitution as to “strip it of even a part of its 
thoroughgoing national Christian character.” We 
believe that Dr. McAllister will be proved to be a 
true prophet if the coming “years of discussion” 
so miseducate the people that they accept the pro- 
posed amendment, but we suggest to the reverend 
gentleman and his fellow-conspirators that it is just 
possible that when the * whole meaning and force” 
of this treasonable scheme are “clearly under- 
stood " it will be buried in the grave of disgrace by 
&n enlightened and indignant people. And we as- 
sure these apostles of the reaction that they will 
hav our earnest co-operation in the work of making 
*elearly understood" the meaning, purpose, and 
scope of their wretched plot for the overthrow of 
this republic. 


Christian Amendment Lobbyists Packing Com- 
mittees. 

Rev. H. H. George, chief of the National Reform 
Association and American Sabbath Union repre- 
sentativ in Washington, has a letter headed, 
“Stirring News from Washington," in the Chris- 
tian Reformer of March 3d. And the “news” is 
indeed “stirring.” He makes some statements 
that are simply astounding. 

He begins his report of a day's labor with, * Well, 
I hav gotten in some splendid work to-day." What 
this preacher calls “splendid” work an ordinary 
politician would designate wire-pulling, and the 
world would add that it was wire-pulling of the most 
unscrupulous sort. He says that he first met 
Judge Culberson, chairman of the House Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, who said he would do all he 
could to secure the Reformers a prompt and full 
meeting of the Committee. Then he saw Repre- 
sentativ Stone of Pennsylvania, who “is most cor- 
dial and hearty, and says he will do everything he 
can to get the Committee together, and will help us 
in every way he can.” Mr. Stone is surprised that 


This Christian authoritativ interpreter of the 
pending amendment continues : 


**'There can be no question that the great mass of the 
people, Christians, Jews, and Infidels, would regard this 
amendment as making the nation, by profession, distinc- 


And with the nation “ distinct- 
ivly Christian," what becomes of our boasted liberty 
Of what worth to us are the 
struggles and sacrifices and martyrdoms of the 
This monster 
of Theocracy must be choked to death by us, or it 
will destroy ouf every remaining free institution 


Mr. Wylie concludes his exposition with these 
words: “No form of amendment has ever been 
proposed that is so full, and so completely in har- 
We are free to ad- 
mit that it is a very carefully constructed series of 
affirmations, and it could not easily be so drafted 
as to contain more potentialities of evil than it does 


Dr. McAllister follows Mr. Wylie’s article with a 


** Of course it is possible that if the proposed amend- 
ment were in the preamble of the Constitution to-day, a 
judge might be found who would interpret it with a scale 
and scope of vision like that of an inverted microscope 
rather than with ‘eminent historical and philosophical com- 
prehension,’ and through the medium of the discolored 
and distorted lenses of prejudice rather than through the 
translucent and symmetrical glasses of ‘serene candor.’ 
But after the years of discussion that must elapse before 
this amendment can become part of the Constitution, its 
whole meaning and force will be so clearly understood as 


it of even a part of its thorough-going national Christian 


some members of the Committee are opposed to 
the amendment; he does “not see how they can be, 
for it is right.” Mr. Wolverton of Pennsylvania is 
seen; he is “quite as cordial and hearty,” «will 
help all he can,” and “volunteered to gather the 
Committee.” 

Then Mr. George went over to the other end of 
the capitol, and got in some of his ward caucus 
thimble-rigging. He saw Judge Pugh, chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, and found that 
gentleman “most cordial.” Mr. George asked 
him if he would appoint his sub-committee for 
Wednesday. Why, certainly he would; “glad to 
accommodate us." Rev. Mr. George continues his , 
charmingly frank narrativ. - “And after a little very 
pleasant conversation, I said, ‘Judge, would it be 
improper, as I am acquainted with Senator Wilson, 
of Iowa, to suggest that he be one of the sub- 
committee?’” Instead of telling the clerical lobby- 
ist that such a request was highly improper, and 
that he could not for a moment think of packing 
the sub-committee in the interest of any combina- 
tion, Chairman Pugh responded with alacrity, * He 
shall be so appointed, at your request.”’ We do not’ 
believe that Senator Pugh will thank Mr. George for 
telling the whole country about this little game. 
The most hardened Tammanyite would blush to 
make such a confession. Packing a jury is morally 
and legally a crime, and packing a committee is the 
same morally, even if itis not legally. Is this a 
sample of the “purification of politics” that the 
*reign of Christ over the nation” is to givus? If 
80, release McKane from Sing Sing at once; he will 
be a capital heeler for the National Reformers. 

Mr. George went from Senator Pugh to Senator 
Wilson, whom he apprised of his assignment to the 
sub-committee. The Iowa Senator “accepted it 
kindly ; will be very willing to serve, and his heart 
is right on all such questions.” Mr. Elijah Morse, 
of Massachusetts, was the next friend of the amend- 
ment seen, and was found “brimful of interest.” 
He at once called his stenographer, and dictated a 
letter to each member of the committee, insisting 
(Ae is not & member of the committee) that each 
one should be there on Tuesday morning. 

‘*He also sent word to Culberson saying that the two 
hours of that day would be for the friends of the cause; 
and if there should be opponents present, they might 
look out for another time. [Does Mr. Morse run ali the 
committees in that way?—Ep. T. S.] I said: ‘Would it 
not be better for us to divide the time with them and 
meet them?’ ‘No,’ he said, ‘you hav the grip on the 
subject; hold to it, and put in all your force. If they 
should get another time, we can perhaps be heard again. 
You must come that week prepared to stay all week.’” 

What do you think of all this, Freethinkers and 
honest Christians who love religious liberty and be- 
lieve in fair play in politics? 

We gave in our issue of February 17th a list of 
the members of the Judiciary Committees of the 
two Houses. We reproduce them here. 

Senate: James L. Pugh, Alabama (chairman); 
Richard Coke, Texas; James Z. George, Missis- 
sippi; William F. Vilas, Wisconsin; David B. Hill, 
New York; William Lindsay, Kentucky; George 
F. Hoar, Massachusetts; James F. Wilson, Iowa; 
Henry M. Teller, Colorado; Orville H. Platt, Con- 
necticut; John H. Mitchell, Oregon. 

_ Address letters, petitions, and telegrams to (giv- 
ing name of Senator) * Senate Judiciary Committee, 
Washington, D. C.” 

House: David B. Culberson, Texas (chairman) ; 
William C. Oates, Alabama; Thomas R. Stockdale, 
Mississippi; Isaac H. Goodnight, Kentucky; 
Charles J. Boatner, Louisiana; Fernando C. Lay- 
ton, Ohio; Simon P. Wolverton, Pennsylvania ; 
Eqward Lane, Illinois; Joseph W. Bailey, Texas; 
William L. Terry, Arkansas; David A. De Armond, 
Missouri; George W. Ray, New York; H. Henry 
Powers, Vermont; Case Broderick, Kansas; Will- 
iam A. Stone, Pennsylvania; Thomas Updegraff, 
Iowa; Robert A. Childs, Illinois. 

Address letters, petitions, and’ telegrams to (giv- 
ing name of Representativ) * House Judiciary Com- 
mittee, Washington, D. C.” 

The Congressional Record shows that petitions 
in favor of the amendment are pouring into Con- 
gress. Checkmate them with counter-petitions! 
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Sabbatarianism Rampant in State and Nation. 


Another state supreme court has -swung into 
line in the ranks of Sunday despotism. That of 
Michigan has affirmed the constitutionality of the 
barbers’ Sunday-closing act of the last legislature. 
No wonder the Sabbatarians are exultant and inso- 
lent. They hav not sustained a defeat for years. 
They hav won an uninterrupted series of victories 
over the friends of equal human rights. When 
will the tide turn? 

On February 15th Senator Gallinger of New 
Hampshire introduced the following bill in the 
United States Senate: 


** A bill to protect the first day of the week, commonly 


ealled Sunday, as a day of rest and worship in the 
District of Columbia. 


“Beit enacted by the Senate and Houseof Representativs 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That on the first day of the week, known as the Lord's day, 
set apart by general consent in accordance with divine 
appointment as a day of rest and worship, it shall be un- 
lawful to perform any labor, except works of necessity 
and mercy and work by those who religiously observe 
Saturday, if performed in such a way as not to involve 
or disturb others; also to open places of business or 
traffic, except in the case of drug stores for the dispens- 
ing of medicins; also to make contracts or transact other 
commercial business; also to engage in noisy amuse- 


ments or amusements for gain, or entertainments for | 


. which admittance fees are charged; also to join in public 
processions, except funerals, which last shall not use 
music; also to perform any court service, except in con- 
nection with arrests of criminals and service of process to 
prevent fraud. . 

“Sec. 2. That the penalty for violating any provision 
of this act shall be a fine of not less than $10 for the first 
offense; for second or subsequent offenses, a fine not ex- 
ceeding $50, and imprisonment for not less than ten nor 
more than thirty days, and one year’s forfeiture of 
license, if any is held by the offender or his employer.” 

This was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Education and Labor. It is Senate bill No. 
1628. The information reaches us that the noto- 
rious Henry W. Blair, of New Hampshire, is to in- 
troduce the same bill in the House. He will also 
introduce a national Sunday law. 

It will be noticed that the bill for the District of 
Columbia excepts the Seventh-Day Adventists from 
its burdens and penalties. This is intended, un- 
doubtedly, to purchase their silence, but it is certain 
that it will do nothing of the sort. The American 
Sentinel says that “Congress has no right to pass 
such a bill either with or without an exemption. 
The principle is wrong and no amount of exemption 
ean make it right." This is the only position rest- 
ing on the solid bedrock of justice and constitu- 
tional religious liberty. 

The bill is an iniquitous thing from beginning to 
end. Butit has one thing to commend it: It frankly 
says that it is in the interest of the churches. To 
be sure, the word “rest” is introduced, both in the 
title and body, but that signifies nothing more than 
the desire of its writer and promoters to throw dust 
in the eyes of the people who are called “laborers,” 
and thus secure their assistance. We should know, 
of course, that it is meant to bolster up religion 
even if the word “worship” were entirely absent, 
but its presence says to all the nation that the bill 
is a religious one. The “Sabbath” worshipers are 
growing bolder and bolder year by year. They are 
greatly encouraged by their late success in Con- 
gress and their swiftly-recurring triumphs in the 
courts, and think they do not need to protest so 
much against the charge of wishing and promoting 
legislation directly in the interest of the church. 

The forthcoming bill for national punishment of 
Sunday work (and presumably recreation) will 
probably include provisions forbidding the carrying 
and distribution of mails, and the running of trains, 
boats, ete., on Sunday. What else will be included 
in its inhibitions we can only guess, but we may be 
sure the Sunday autocrats will not be modest in 
their demands. All these actual and prospectiv 
bills for the curtailment of our natural and consti- 
tution-guaranteed rights admonish us that we must 
not go to sleep on duty. It is a time for stern and 
unremitting work rather than words, but words 
must precede action as thought should precede 
words. Watch the Christian amendment! Watch 
the Gallinger and Blair bills! Write and telegraph 
to Congressmen and Senators. 


to which has been referred the Gallinger District of 
Columbia bill, consists of James H. Kyle, South 
Dakota (chairman); James Z. George, Mississippi ; 
Eppa Hunton, Virginia; Donelson Caffery, Louisiana; 
Edward Murphy, Jr., New York; Joseph M. Carey, 
Wyoming; William D. Washburn, Minnesota; 


Henry Cabot Lodge, Massachusetts; George C: 
Perkins, California. 


go to press Tuesday night (March 6), we hav no 
report from the hearing on the Christian amend- 
ment before the House Committee on the Judiciary. 


plenty of money these days. Week before last the 
treasurer reported the receipt of about $370, of 
which more than $160 was for amendment work in 


hundreds of thousands of documents each week. 


amendment was held in Boston, February 27th. 
Joseph Cook, Rev. Dr. Plumb, Rev. A. J. Gordon, 
D.D., were some of the speakers. 
that Boston will speak out emphatically at the hear- 
ing at Washington, March 6th," quotes the Chris- 
tian Statesman of March 3d. The enemy is alive 
&nd aggressiv. 


in a call to the people of the two cities to join in 


reaved, that the present epidemic may be stayed.” 
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The Senate Committee on Education and Labor, twenty-five thousand inhabitants, and various other 


items of information in connection with the, great 

question of equality of taxation. Subsequently: 

these articles on church taxation are to be put into - 
a pamphlet which we intend shall be a hand-book 

for all who are working for the abolition of theo- 

logical deadheadism. 


Dr. Atwood in the Christian Leader (Universal- 
ist) takes issue with the Outlook in its contention 
that religion can be taught in the schools without 
inculcating dogma. The Outlook says that Jesus 
did not teach theology, to which Dr. Atwood re- 
plies that Jesus was a teacher; that “a. teacher 
teaches something, doctrins; if they are religious 
doctrins they are theology. It is quite time that 
the nonsense about Jesus not being a teacher of 
theology were remanded to the intellectual owls 
and bats— i. e, the unalloyed sentimentalists.” 
Amen! And now, Dr. Atwood, please take hold 
and help us banish this theology from the common 
schools. 


This week’s paper is dated March 10, but as we 


The National Reform Association is receiving 


Washington. The enemy will be able to distribute 


A meeting in the interest of the Covenanters’ 


The Christian Reformer compliments the In- 
vestigator and Tue Truru Srexer very highly in 
this paragraph : 

* Who are the legitimate enemies of the Christian 
amendment? This is nota difficult question to answer. 
For example, the organs of Atheism and Infidelity hav 
promptly shown their dark colors in most bitter opposi- 
tion. Tho Investigator, of Boston, indulges in a most 
blasphemous attack, not only upon the proposed amend- 
ment, but upon the God of the Bible. And Tan TRUTH 
SEEKER, of New York, a kindred sheet, is all aflame in 
the intensity of its anti-Christian and Atheistic hostility. 
These sheets are filled, week after week, with advertis- 
ments and cartoons and brief notes and longer articles, 
assailling the Bible, vilifying its most exalted characters, 
calumniating its inspired writers, libeling and defaming 
its code of morals, and blaspheming in the most horrify- 
ing manner the divine author of revelation and man’s 
salvation. We shall not defile our columns with quota- 
tions from these blasphemous sheets. It is enough 
simply to indicate their character, in order that it may 
be known just what kind of company other opponents of 
the Christian amendment will hav. Is it not one of the 
best reasons why all respectable citizens, of whatever 
name or creed they may be, should pause before joining 
in any cause that will make them the associates and help- 


“Tt is expected 


The East Grand Forks Courier says that the 
people of that town and Grand Forks hav united 


prayer to God that he will *direct the physieians and 
nurses and restore the sick and comfort the be- 


The Courter thinks the advice is timely, and adds: 
“But for the love of God and humanity, boil the 
water, too.” Boil the water first, and then pray, if 


you must. 
ey 


It is significant that such Christian papers as the 
Independent and Christian Advocate do not say a 
word about the Morse-Frye amendment. They favor 
Sunday laws, and know that the amendment would 
make such laws constitutional, but not a sign do 
they giv of their attitude toward the amendment. 
Why? Are they waiting to see if the Covenanters 
are going to make substantial headway, before 
they commit themselvs to the treasonable move- 
ment? They cannot consistently oppose the amend- 
ment and yet fend Sunday laws. Are they 
frightened by the ogic of their position? If not, 
why do they not speak out frankly ? 


New York Truru SENKER will lead into the conflict? 
These will be the chief opponents of the Christian amend- 
ment at the hearing before the Judiciary Committee of 
the House,pn March 6th. Who will be their helpers? 
We wait with no little interest for the answer to this 
inquiry.” 

Of course the latter part of this is intended to 
scare off the Christian and indifferentist opponents. 
of the amendment. And no doubt it will hav its 
effect upon some well-meaning but timid believers 
in the Bible. The Infidel bête noire will be ex- 
ploited more and more as the conflict deepens in 
intensity and bitterness. This will be an advantage 
to the cause of Freethought ultimately, for fair- 
minded Christians will not be slow to see that 
while Christian organizations and papers are doing 
all that lies in their power to convert a once free 
republic into a theological despotism the Free- 
thought societies and papers are in the front bat- 
tling for equality of opportunities, for the freedom 
of conscience, for the right of private judgment. 


A large number of extremely pious people object 
to the selection of March 28d (“ Good Friday ") by 
Judge Brentano for the execution of Prendergast, 
assassin of Carter Harrison, because this day is 
*reverenced almost universally for its one preor- 
dained execution!” It would not seem to be nec- 
essary to suggest to these unduly sensitiv folk that 
if Prendergast is hanged on Good Friday it will 
simply prove that there were at least two “ pre- 
ordained” executions billed for that day, and so no 
harm would result, as it is fairly to be presumed 
that what God preordains he wishes to hav come 
to pass. Let the sheriff of Cook county proceed; 
if Prendergast was preordained to be hanged on 
March 23d he certainly will be, and if he was preor- 
dained not to be hanged on that day, the sheriff 
will be notified in due time. We'll warrant this to 
be good theology. 


From Jan. 28th to Feb. 28th, J. E. Remsburg delivered 
thirty-five lectures. While in the east Mr. Remsburg 
was invited to speak in Boston, Philadelphia, and Brook- 
lyn, but owing to previous engagements at other points 
was unable to visit those cities, 7 


————— i -—————————— 


Driggs avenues, Program of lectures for March: 

March 4th— * The Future Civilization," Jas. A. Skilton. 

March 11th—‘‘ Locomotion as Related to Life and Sur- 
vival,” Dr. M. L. Holbrook. 3 


Next week (March 17) our readers will hav the 
pleasure of perusing another installment of Charles 
Watiss “Freethought and Secular Notes.” He 
tells us something more about “The Atheist 
Shoemaker,” enabling all to see how completely, Mr. 
George W. Foote has exposed Hugh Price Hughes’s 
tergiversations; and there is much else in his letter 
of living interest to all Freethinkers. Week after 
next (March 24) we shall begin the publication of 
a series of articles on “Church Property,” giving 
the reasons why it should not be exempt from 
taxation, tables showing the wealth of all denomi- 
nations in-the United States and in the several 
states and territories and all cities having more than 


Church," Dr. J. H. Duren Ward. 
March 25th—‘‘ Moral Philosophy," Henry Rowley. 


———— ——;T——————————- 


Mz. SxirToN was the speaker at the Brooklyn Philoso- 
phica] Association last Sunday afternoon. He read a 
paper on ‘‘ The Future Civilization;” alsoa paper written 
by Herbert Spencer and read before the Congress of 
Evolutionists at Chicago. The association is able to re- 
port favorably concerning the mid-week classes. Ten 
members are now engaged in the study of logic, and it is 
expected to take up shortly the study of comparativ reli- 
gions, origin of Christianity, morality, and philosophy. 
All Freethonght societies permanently organized might 
do the same, and thus train the young minds for effectiv 
work in the cause of Liberalism. 


Tae Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings ` 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Busi-- 
ness College, South Highth street, between Bedford and 


^ 


ers of such a host as the Boston Investigator and the . 


March 18th—''AÀ Sermon to Liberals on Religion ‘and ` 


LJ 
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Noted by the Editor. 


The witchcraft delusion is not yet dead in this 
country.’ Right here in this city, the Age, the 
leading organ of the colored people, and an ably- 
edited paper, has two or more columns each week 
of advertisments of witch doctors. And such ad- 
vertisments may be found in journals published in 
the other cities of the Union. 


The new Parish Councils bill, passed by the 
House of Commons, contained a provision that the 
councils should never meet in a public-house (sa- 
loon). In the Lords this clause was stricken out, 
every bishop present voting for the amendment. 
We should like to know what Rev. Mr. Funk, of the 
Voice, thinks of this action of the English bishops. 


The Christian Advocate, speaking of the numer- 
ous deaths caused by the sudden and unexpected 
shutting up of folding beds, advises its readers to 
*gell them, giv them away, reconstruct them, or, 
at least prop them up.” It is quite evident that 
Dr. Buckley is ob:dient to the orders of his God, 
for the first two clauses in which his advice is em- 
bodied are an almost exact echo of the Biblical 
command relating to the disposition of spoiled 
meat. 

“ The teachings, the procedure, the forms, the struct- 
ure of the Catholic church are identically what they were 
when the first Catholic priest raised the cross on Ameri- 
can soil.”—Cardinal Gibbons. 

If this is go the Catholic: church is in the highest 
degree dangerous. It is a menace to the happiness, 
liberty, and life of every non-Catholic citizen of the 
republic. No enemy of that church could by any 
possibility say of it anything more severe than Car- 
dinal Gibbons has in the words quoted. What it 
was when Columbus landed in America the world 
knows, and if it is the same to-day it is the cruel, 
unscrupulous enemy of light and liberty. All its 
fine professions of love for free institutions are then 
the veriest falsehoods. 


Compare these two statements and tell us which 
authority you think is better qualified to speak 
advisedly of the actual position and the real inten- 
tions of the Catholic church: 


“Those who will compare the present attitude of the 
Catholic church, us manifested by the bishops and by 
its organs, with that of a century ago, cannot but be sen- 
sible of a very great change in its position."—New York 
Independent ( Protestant). 


‘You must remember that the Catholich church is the 
oldest institution in this country. Here, as in the Old 


' World, with the passage of time, everything else has 


changed. Her organization, her principles, her doc- 
trins, her rites, are precisely the same to-day as they 
were when Columbus first landed.”—Cardinal Gibbons 
(Catholic). 


* Atheism is a fiowerless and leafless tree. The white 
bird of hope never lights upon it."— Rev. M. M. Man- 
gasarim. 

That is merely your opinion. There are those 
who see the very things—the flowers and the leaves, 
with the white bird of Hope in the midst thereof— 
which you declare do not exist. Doubtless for you 
they are non-existent, but do not forget that people 
are not organized alike, and that the conception of 
the cosmos which to one seems barren and dreary 
is to another fruitful of splendid aspirations and 
lights the way of life with a radiance soft and glow- 
ing. We may some day find what will seem to us a 
truer and more acceptable philosophy than Atheism, 
but so far we hav received no evidence of its exist- 
ence., , 

“ Really speaking, there are no Atheists, for there is no 
life without a purpose, without hope and faith and love.” 
—Rev. M. M. Mangasarian. | 

This is a fair sample of the logic of the * Liberal" 
minister. As though one must believe in a God in 
order to hav a purpose in life, or to hav hope for 
the morrow of himself and cf humanity, or faith in 
justice and mercy, or love for the lovable. What of 
Charles Bradlaugh? Who that believed in God 
worked more determinedly than this Atheist to de- 
stroy injustice, to establish liberty, to educate and 
elevate the people of England? What of W. King- 
‘don Clifford? What of Ludwig Büchner? What 
of Ernst Haeckel? What of the hundreds and 
thousands less distinguished but not less devoted 
and tender and steadfast? 


** We hav long failed to understand why it is that & man 
who pors about the country lecturing against Catholicism 
should be in danger of being mobbed, while Colonel In- 
gersoll can go about the country lecturing against Chris- 
tianity of all sorts and be treated with indifference.” — 
N. Y. Independent. 

Probably this is partly explainable by each 
of two facts: Colonel Ingersoll confines himself 
to attacks upon the fundamental principles of 
all religions, while most of those who lecture 
against Catholicism only are “ex”-something or 


other, whose stock in trade is “exposure,” and 
whose language can be compared with that used by 
Colonel Ingersoll under the law of contrast alone. 
Then most of those criticised by the anti-Catholic 
lecturers belong to & race which has never been 
noted for its willingness to amicably discuss dif- 
ferences.. 


We wish to commend the observance of “ Mu- 
seum Sunday " in England to the thoughtful atten- 
tion of Wilbur F. Crafts, Herriek Johnson, T. P. 
Stevenson, and other clerical gentlemen who are so 
fearful that God will smite this country with the 
besom of destruction if parks, museums, libraries, 
and other places of recreation and instruction are 
open on Sunday. The movement was inaugurated 
by the Sunday Society in 1892, the object being to 
help secure the Sunday opening of the national 
museums and art galleries in London. Then nine- 
teen sermons were preached in aid of this object.. 
On the second occasion of the observance of the 
custom forty-three sermons were preached, and it 
was announced that eighty art galleries and mu- 
seums in the metropolis and in the smaller cities 
are now open regularly on the first day of the 
week. Rev. Jas. C. Street said at Birmingham that 
«the Sabbatic spirit which closed the great libraries, 
galleries, and museums was hostil to the spirit of 
true religion.” We should like to see the comment- 
ary upon this of Congressman Morse, of Massa- 
chusetts. 


There was recently a gathering of orthodox min- 
isters in San Francisco. There does not appear to 
be anything wonderful in this, but when we add 


-that these ministers invited Prof. Joseph Le Conte 


to present his views on evolution it will be seen 
that the assembly was something out of the ordi- 
nary. That clergyman should listen respectfully 
and without protest in their own meeting to the ad- 
voeacy of such heretical views indicates that some- 
body has received & new revelation. Dr. Jacob 
Voorsanger, a prominent Jewish rabbi, applauded 
the arguments of Professor Le Conte, and stated 
that he accepted the theory of evolution. Prof. 
David Starr Jordan, who, as the Oakland Times re- 
marks, “has recently admitted the monkey into 
fellowship and kinship with the human family,” was 
also present. The Zimes further observes: “True, 
there is nothing incendiary in the theory of evolu- 
tion, only it disturbs many musty doctrins, and, 
without being aggressiv or obtrusiv, wipes the 
whole book of Genesis off the slate of both Chris- 
tianify and Judaism.” No, this is not incendiary, 
but it burns up a lot of rubbish. 


We hav previously noted sone of the utterances 
of Rev. Compton Reade, and now we will quote 
him once more. He thinks that “ the last and most 
fatal error of all” in the defense of religion in 
England, ‘concerns primary education.” He has 
observed “that the sehool-board [public] system 
gave an enormous impetus to Nonconformity in 
London and elsewhere; hence the whole energy of 
Nonconformists has been directed toward ” the ex- 
tension of this system. ‘“ What is the result?" he 
dramatically inquires, and answers: “In some 
board schools the Bible tabooed; in others, the 
holy volume read, minus comment; in others, with 
what is termed undenominational teaching. Edu- 
cation, by a startling paradox, is being slowly 
divorced from religion, and this at the instance of 
the teachers and preachers of Christianity!” This 
is certainly a pleasing report, but we should say 
that the paradox is found in the fact that Chris- 
tians are helping to do this good work, not merely 
in the fact that it is being done, as Mr. Reade 
phrases it. The divorce of primary education from 
religious instruction is not at all paradoxical, but it 
is very necessary. 


The American Sentinel, quoting with words of 
commendation the greater ‘part of our editorial, 
“the Cloven Hoof of the ‘Sabbath’ Satan,” mildly 
says: 

** In this article Tas TRUTH SEEKER errs only in apply- 


ing the name ‘Christian’ to things essentially antichris- | - 


tian. There are, properly speaking, no ‘ Christian per- 
secutors; and Sunday, instead of being Christian, is 
essentially pagan and papal." 

We cheerfully admit that Sunday was a “ pagan ” 
holiday or holy day, and that Constantine initiated 
its observance by law among Christians. There is 
nothing in the New Testament which in terms war- 
rants the Christian in observing it himself or com- 
pelling others to observe it as a Sabbath. So far 
we are fully in accord with the Adventists. But it 
must be remembered that Christianity is not to be 
judged by the Bible alone. It has a history, a con- 
tinuous life through many centuries. The name 
“Christian” is to be interpreted not so much by 
the personality and teachings of the Nazarene as by 
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the whole body of doctrins and the acts of the 
churches which hav borne the name until now. So 
interpreted, we cannot escape the conclusion that 
Sunday is a Christian institution. “We are con- 
fronted with a condition, not a theory.” We sym- 
pathize with the efforts of our Adventist contem- 
porary to bring its fellow Christians to the point 
of admitting that Sunday is not sanctioned by New 
Testament precepts and teachings, but nevertheless 
we cannot deny to tl em the name of Christian, for 
they are historically justified in claiming and wear- 
ing it. Messrs. Jones, McKee, and Bollman must 
bear in mind that, measured by the rule of faith in 
the promises and obedience to the commands of 
Jesus, they are themselvs no more Christians than 
the members of any other sect. Yet we willingly 
call them Christians, for if they and the others who 
lay claim to it are not entitled to the appellation 
there are no Christians in the world. 

The logic of a gospel of exclusiv salvation leads in- 
evitably to the Inquisition, as we hav shown very re- 
cently in these columns. When Mr. Bollman avers 
that there are, “properly speaking, no ‘Christian ` 
persecutors, ” he seemingly forgets that the whole . 
bloody business of witchcraft torture and murder 
flowed as naturally and inevitably from the Bible as 
water runs downhill. And what is true of the witch- 
craft delusion is equally true of other horrible 
fruits of the Bible conception of man’s relation to 
supernatural powers. Christianity, built upon the 
Bible, was the inspiration; Christians did the 
bloody work. 


Sparks from the Lecture Field. 


The warm, soft climate of southern Kansas seems 
to be very conduciv to the development of Free- 
thought, for I hav received several invitations to 
lecture in different parts of the state, and also a 
* call” from El Reno, Okla. This “call,” however, 
was not from the Lord, but from a man of sterling 
worth, Mr. J. L. Cooper. Until quite recently he 
was a resident of Wichita. Up to the time of his 
advent into El Reno the preachers had things 
pretty much their own way. They had even gone 
so far as to condemn card-playing and dancing by 
the members of their respectiv churches, and had 
passed resolutions to this effect at the meetings of 
their association. But the moment “Jake” got 
there trouble commenced for the parsons. He 
talked Freethought to the boys; these readily fell 
into line, and after a brief consultation it was unan- 
imously decided to send for me. I responded with 
alacrity, and soon found myself in the new terri- 
tory. Mr. Cooper was on hand to meet me with a 
span of fine horses and an elegant sleigh. 

El Reno is scarcely four years of age, yet it has a 
population of as many thousands. In a country so 
young, the spirit of American enterprise and pluck 
may be seen at its best. I found that the town 
possessed several large buildings of brick and stone, 
including first-class hotels. It has a number of 
wholesale houses, which command a good trade: 
from the interior. Its greatest beauty consists in 
the grand fact that it is full of Freethinkers. Its 
city council, its judges and attorneys, bankers and 
business men contribute their full quota to the 
ranks of Liberal thought. I gave three lectures 
here on the 14th, 15th, and 16th of February. Our 
first meeting well-nigh filled the little opera house, 
but on each succeeding night standing room was at 
apremium. At the lowest computation there were 
between six and seven hundred people present. 
The audiences were enthusiastic to a degree. Very 
few of them had heard a Freethought lecture be- 
fore, and the common expression was, ** l'hose are 
exactly the ideas that suit me" Two of the 
preachers were present, but although I had given 
them a pressing invitation to take the platform in 
opposition to what I had said,.and had challenged 
them: all to a joint debate, they remained silent. 
Their silence, however, will last just long enough 
for me to get away, and then I shall doubtless be 
consigned to a very warm place. The clergy gen- 
erally prefer to fight an absent foe. They find it 
much easier and the victory more sure. 

During this campaign I secured about forty new 
members for the Federation, and those who signed 
the sonstitution very speedily organized themselvs 
into a local Freethought society. I read to the au- 
dience our platform and principles, and as each new 
sentiment was uttered it was greeted with applause. 
At the head of those who are valuable lieutenants 
in the hosts of Freethought in El Reno are Jacob 
Cooper and his comrade in arms, Charles Geck. 
The latter is also one of the “city fathers." Be- 
sides these I might mention Al. Jennings, the 
county attorney; Gustav Thelen, president of the 
Stock Exchange bank, and his trustworthy cashier, 
M. Hichoff. Then we hav S. E. Clute and his 
brother Frank, A. F. Martin, E. E. Wallace, J. L. 
Stoneman, A. W. Cottey, W. P. Gaskell, G. W. . 


Keller, and F. A. Newell, with many others. These 
were the first. Freethought lectures ever given.in El 
Reno, but now, like Oliver Twist, the Liberals call 
for “more.” The Freethought lecturer passing 
through the territory will always receive a warm 
welcome here. I got the local newsagent to take 
some copies of Tar TRUTH Szexzr and Investigator, 
and also obtained six new yearly subscribers for 
the former. Isold out my stock of pamphlets, and 
arranged for another supply to be sent to the 
town. This trip gave me new courage, new hope, 
new life. ! 

On Friday morning, in company with Sid Clute, 
I rode over the plains to see the Indian schools at 
Darlington. We visited the schools and observed 
the methods by which the red-skinned children of 
the plains are taught the English language. Mr. 
I. W. Divier, the superintendent, took great pains 
to show us around the institution, and we found 
ihat the United States government is expending 
large sums upon the education and for the ultimate 
civilization of the Indian tribes. The children are 
for the most part of the Arapahoe tribe, with a 
small sprinkling of Comanches. The school was 
orderly throughout, and every command of the 
teacher met with prompt obedience. The children 
are taught to read, write, and sing, and also in- 
structed in all branches of agricultural industry. 
Sewing machines are used, and the girls. are taught 
to make the clothing worn by the younger children. 
The dining-room, laundry, and the domitories were 
visited, and the orderly neatness of the place indi- 
cates that in a few generations the Indians will lose 
their distinctiv tribal characteristics and be brought 
into closer touch with civilized methods of living. 
The roll of pupils is one hundred and eleven, and 
from the reports we learned that the average nearly 
equaled the enrolment. As a rule the tribes do 
not favor this educational system. They regard it 
as a departure from their ancestral habits. In 
some instances the parents hav refused to send their 
children to the schools, but when they apply to the 
agency for their supplies, they get none unless they 
hay conformed to the rule. In this way education 
is made compulsory. When I left El Reno for 
Wichita it was with the promis to return when- 
ever an opportunity came. 

Joun R. CmanRLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 
165 8. Water St., Chicago, Tl 


Watch and Pray. 


[If the above-named injunction, so frequently’ im- 
pressed upon Christians, had been reversed, and made t> 
read thus, ‘‘Pray and watch—the result;” things might 
hav been different]. - 


And so thou prayest softly. Thou 
Hast asked the infinit to bow . 
And hear thee babble! 

. Could the brain 
Of mortal man conceive a train 
Of thought more impudently vain 
Than this? That one poor grain of sand 
From life’s wide surface, lifts his hand, 
And calls on the immutable 
To shift his purpose, change his will. 
With calm assurance! ; 

Will yon sky, 

Against whose brazen arch the cry 
Of billions, cursed by every pain, 
Has hammered ceaselessly and vain, 
Be softened, that thy plaintiv plea, 
Thus offered up on bended knee, 
May gain admittance? 


Will thy god, 
Who heard the moan of nations, trod 
By tyrant masters; saw the slaves 
Sink manacled to countless graves; 
And war’s red ravage heap its slain 
On every hill and every plain, 
And nothing said—hav aught to say 
To thee, because thou deign’st to pray? 


Can’st thou suppose that he who rends 

The cities’ hearts with earthquakes; sends 
The cyclone fraught with ruin's breath; 

The plague and famin white with death; 

The storm, which hurls with one fell shock 
A hundred ships on shore and rock, i 
While shrieks and groans and terror's prayer 
Rise wild, but useless, on the air; 

Can’st thou suppose a god like this 

-Is troubled by thy woe or bliss? 


Alas! my brother:—This belief 

Was dangled in the arms of grief 

And nurtured at the breast of fear! 
And priesthoods hummed it in the ear 
Of trusting ignorance and hope, 

Still striving fretfully to grope 

For things unseen. And when at last 
The breath of reason blew her blast 
On learning's trumpet—tore the tale 
Of mystic fable like a veil 

From dogma’s dominance— What said 
Earth's cowled aud mitred? Ask the dead? 
The dead whose tortured bodies fell 

As thick as rain-drops from that hell, 
The Inquisition. Question well 

Those fair brave women who, in shame 
That men would shudder but to name 
Were torn and broken, till their breath 
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Grew mercifully hushed in death. 
And when thou hearest what they say 
Of what they suffered at the spleen 

: Of those who bade their fellows pray 
And think, ‘these things had never been 
Had God so willed it."— Think again! 
And ask thyself if all the shame 
And woe accomplished in his name 
Were impotent to move him; vain 
To rouse his pity or his power 
In that foul time, that awful hour, 
When streams of blood and tears ran red 

- Between their banks of ghastly dead! 

What hope, or thought, or chance can'st thou 
For one mad moment entertain 
Of luring him to lull thy pain, 

‘Or hear thy supplication now? 

CorroNoPours, in London Freethinker. 


Superstition’s Favoritism. 


Of all the unjust acts of government, that of ex- 
empting property, held by one sect or class, from 
taxation, is among the most prominent. This ex- 
emption can be upheld in no other way than by 
boldly asserting the favor of a few. 

There is no difference between the recipients of 
this favor and the consequently imposed upon. 
They are all men, women, and children. Because 
a man believes in a creed makes him no different 
from any other man, and there is a variation between 
the silent believer and the paid preacher only in 
the way of business. Looking at exemption clearly, 
seeing it in a true light, is very different from view- 
ing it from a point taken by bigotry, satisfaction, 
or benefit. From those positions wrong will appear 
right and what is truly correct will seem a perfect 
outrage. The moment a voice is raised in dispute, 
creed, coward, and credulity will uphold. hate, and 
defend. The one who dares to express his honest 
thought, or suggest for the benefit of the people, 
will be despised and slandered; will be hated and 
maligned. The probability is that sentiment will 
be expressed which, “in the last analysis, will say 
‘you should not tell. what you think,’ ‘never mind 
your fellow-men,’ ‘ work for us.’” Such a demand, 
of course, cannot be satisfied. We must work for 
our fellow-men, and can secure the greatest good to 
them by instituting the most honest government. 

The particular division of exemption to which I 
refer is that of church property and clerical owner- 
ships. The question is, is this property any differ- 
ent--from any other property? The property is 
held, in one case, by a combination. Can this alter 
the property? Itis held for the purpose of “ get- 
ting money,” and an alleged diffusion of what some 
are pleased to accept as the truth, and describe as 
coming fram and teaching of a supreme being. 
This is in dispute. If it is left to argument, if it is 
left to reason, the deniers of this assumption un- 
doubtedly hav the greatest amount of evidence in 
their favor. But laying aside all difference on the 
supposed truth of religion, it is only necessary to 
note that all do not agree; that there are many 
classes; that each class has its particular church. 

The church has an object. It isa business affair, 
and each minister, priest, and so forth, is a business 
man in his (small) capacity. It is simply organ- 
ized to accomplish a purpose. What difference is 
there between this and any other establishment to 
confer on it a legislativ favor? If the argument is 
taken on the stand of education, then why not 
exempt private schools, printers of “ dailies,” pub- 
lishers of books, pamphlets, and writings of all 
kinds? If this is allowable we might continue the 
following into the exemption of paper mills and 
type foundries as necessaries to the printing trade; 
and still continuing with as much justification, 
travel through all the great divisions and sections 
of civilization. This argument from benefit is 
wholly inapt for the occasion. We cannot excuse 
exemption on these grounds. They are absurd. 


It may be claimed as right, on the poor principle. 


that it is desired by the people. So are goods, so 
is land, so are savings banks, and all commercial 
houses. There are greater desires for food than 
creed; a roof and clothing area thousand times 
more necessary and useful than a church. If such 
a plea can be advanced it must relate to everything. 
Perfect dealings are demanded. We must follow 
the absolute. 

The question is, hav we a right to exempt prop- 
erty from taxation, and if we hav, on what is the 
decision to hang, who will decide what property is 
to be exempt and why it should be? Who will de- 
cide belief? Is not the creed of one sect as pre- 
cious to them as that of another? Why are not 
Freethought teachers exempt, and why not their 
property? Why are not Theosophists exempt, and 
why not their property? There are creeds, truer 
one than the other, but who will decide? Each 
one believes he is right, and each one believes the 
other wrong; yet we see no exemption in either 
case. Real reason, on the same lines, would com- 

' pel the exemption of all taxation. Why should 
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preference be given to Christianity? A garb, 
creed, or a little hypocrisy exempts. Is this a 


glory for the American people? Is it not apparent 
that this is partiality? These exemptions for the 
benefit of a few are detrimental to another many. 
Just in proportion as “ benefit ” is allowed to one 
set imposition rests on the other. The church 
property is of great value; the value should be re- 
turned to society. The recipients of this favor 
put the burden on the backs of those who labor 
hard through week and month, through days of 


weary work, and hours of tedious application. — 


They would rather take from those who are strug- 
gling hard for it the value thus devoted to their 
selfishness. 

It can be understood very easily why govern- 
ment institutions go untaxed. There is no sense 
in taxing what we raise taxes to support. But 
where there is no relation whatever to government, 
on what grounds can exemption be continued ? 

The Constitutional Amendment declares that no 
law respecting an establishment of religion should 
be instituted. Now either this is right or else it is 
wrong. If it is right that sects should be partially 
treated, in fact, paid for their belief, then the Con- 
stitutional Amendment is wrong and should be 
abolished. But if this is wrong, then Amendment 
No. 1 is right, and the necessary conclusion is 
that the state is wrong. If the state is wrong, this 
law, this class legislation, this partial conclusion, 
this diverted sect favor, this unjust exemption, 
should be abolished. 

The amendment is right, the state is wrong. 
The government is for and is the people. It was 
not conceived for a division of society, it was not 
instituted for clergymen, it was not founded for 
mechanics, philosophers, Christians, Agnostics, or 
Infidels; it was formed for all the .people. Every 
man, woman, and child was supposed to be equal. 
The proposition was to do justice. How could it 
hav been different? On what ground could prefer- 
ence be given to a class? Philosophers, investiga- 
tors are of great value in finding the hidden and 
informing us of new-found facts, but in this case 
support is optional. A man may buy a philosoph- 
ical work when he pleases and is not compelled by 
law to do so. Such a law would be considered 
monstrous. Suppose the government attempted 
to exempt Agnostics. There would be an awful 
time. The absurdity and injustice would be 
plainly shown under the irritation of non-political 
tenets. The same injustice would be shown more 
plainly if this scheme was limited to one creed, 
Catholic, or Presbyterian, or Universalist. J he 
injustice lies in compelling one to pay for the 
others. ` 

The Brooklyn Hagle gave in the last report 
(1893) of the board of assessors, $101,700 as min- 
isterial exemption. Ministerial exemption, as ex- 
plained, means the exemption from taxes to the 
amount of $1,500 on the holdings of ministers. 
The exemption of church property is $13,207,700. 


These, together with church parsonage, represent: 


$13,444,100 taxes to come out of the poor man’s 
pocket by indirect taxation. 

If we hay any right to tax anyone for anything 
it is not justice to excuse some from the payment. 
There should be no party legislation. The sum 
of $13,444,100 would pay a vast amount of the 
debt of person to person. Objection is made to 
the thoroughfare being monopolized by railroads, 
yet we hear absolutely none regarding the land 
monopolized by church. 

If there is reason to tax railroads for the mo- 
nopolization of land, which they put to good use, 
though unintentionally, for the wealth-makers of 
Brooklyn—an act fully indorsed and recommended 
by the writer; then there is absolutely no reason, 
no basis on which to stand and assert the exemp- 
tion of church, parsonage,and ministerial belongings. 
No more hav we a right to exempt a piece of land 
because a “house of God” is located thereon than 
to exempt the site of a banking establishment. 

Where can be the justice in such legislation ? 
This case cannot be compared with public libraries. 
They are for the diffusion of general knowledge. 
Churches are erected for the exposition of a special 
creed. The professors or instructors of a public 
institution are not exempted from the tax on their 
belongings to any amount. It is unjust. It is ab- 
surd. Itis false. The falsity is apparent. 

This result is the outcome of selfishness, of 
narrow-mindedness. It is devoid of all breadth. 
The broad-minded, the untrammeled, had nothing 
to do with this. 

All that the church is relieved from falls on the 
poor. Those who builded are taxed on their wages 
received from the building. Those who paid the 
others to be taxed enjoy the benefit of their church, 
and are exempt so far as that structure is concerned. 
This law is an outrage, & crime. If they were 
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honest the clergy would endeavor to repeal this 
law. Perhaps time wil accomplish what reason 
“Time makes more converts than res- 
Perhaps we will see things changed in a few 
We may before long hav a system of justi- 
fication. Perhaps when people see this legislation 
for a class, for a particular opinion, when they are 
&ware of the real facts, they will repeal these infa- 
Perhaps they will institute equity a 
president over legislativ action. Perhaps they will 
insist, with one accord, that ethics must determin 


has not. 
son.” 
years. 


mous laws. 


every act, law, and order. Lovis Bowzrman. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Observations. 


* Lady Cook, née Tennessee Claflin,” is appearing 
in London as a contributor to the press, and arti- 
cles over her name are printed in the Westminster 
Her sister, 
Mrs. Victoria Woodhull Martin, also contributes a 
picture and a flattering sketch of herself to the 
Whitehall Review. These women had passed their 
glory here in New York -before my arrival, but their 
reputation still lingered in the atmosphere. It did 
While yet in my 
minority I heard Mrs. Woodhull lecture in the 


Review and the Agnostic Journal. 


not tend to clarify that element. 


Cooper Union, under the patronage, I think, of Mr. 
Cooper himself, on the “Garden of Eden.” 


more appropriately delivered under the patronage 
of Mr. Harry Hill, but of course I was young then, 
and besides I had been imbued with a prejudice 
against the sort of place that Mr. Hill kept. He was 
afterwards raided by the police. Victoria recently 
brought suit against the British Museum for keep- 
ing on exhibition some earlier specimens of her lit- 
erary work, whose authorship she repudiates. The 
papers report that she pays the costs. 

Lady Cook, with whom Tennie C. has changed to 
Tennessee, affects moral and historical subjects, but 
those who knew her here say that she is illiterate 
and utterly incapable of writing anything, and that 
it is doubtful if she could read the articles appear- 
ing over her name without being terribly bored. 
But Vic and Tennie are achieving notoriety and are 
‘therefore presumably content. 

My uncle Benjamin R. Tucker’s Liberty, which 
last fall appeared likely to winter-kill, has sprouted 
again. It is a six-leaved product and will assert 
itself twice per month. It may be gathered from 
the editor’s remarks that he regards our present 
governmental system as defectiv. 


A lady rhymer, Helen E. Starrett, contributes a 
poem to the Znterior, of which the following is the 
refrain : 


And still, when come the bitter wintry nights, 
And hungry, houseless, suffering men we see, 
Stirred by a love and pity, like to thine, 
We weep, dear Lord, with thee. 


The mingled tears of the poet and the party ad- 
dressed cannot possibly relieve the indigent persons 
alluded to. After this fashion, therefore, let Helen 
sing: 

Dear Lord, though weak and having naught to spare, 

We break a crust with each poor suffering one; 


They are thine own, dependent on thy care— 
Dear Lord, what hast thou done ? 


The good man’s sons do never want for bread, 
His daughters sink not to the depths of shame, 

While by his utmost power they may be fed— 
Are thine, dear Lord, the same? 


Dear Lord, the earthly parent reasons right 
That, having caused one of his kind to be, 

He owes it shelter from the wintry night— 
How is it, Lord, with thee? 


Last Friday night, accompanied by Mrs. Badge- 
pin and the Pledge of Affection which she pre- 
sented to me in the latter part of 1890, I attended 
the regular weekly meeting of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club. The lecturer was J. E. Remsburg; 
. subject, “ False Claims of the Church.” Mr. Rems- 
burg remarked at the outset that he had delivered 
the same address before the society ten years ago, 
hearing which announcement the Pledge composed 
himself in an attitude of rest and proceeded to 
sleep. I listened to the lecture at the time of its 
previous delivery, and enjoyed it, though I had 
theretofore set type on it and read it in manuscript, 
in proof, and in pamphlet form. But “False 
Claims,” as with the “Age of Reason,” will bear 
reading frequently, and Mr. Remsburg’s voice, like 
the purling of a streamlet, never palls upon the ear. 

I hav heard reports that the Liberal Club is get- 
ting out of Freethought latitudes, and that its 
members are running after strange gods, like So- 
cialism, Nationalism, and other idols of modern 


She 
then interpreted the first chapter of Genesis other- 
wise than geographically, locating that sacred patch 
in the vicinity of the female hypogastrium. I 
thought at the time that the lecture could hav been 


superstition; but from the way Mr. Remsburg’s ad- 
dress was applauded I judge that the impression is 


wrong. The club is not committed to Mr. Oppen- 


heimer. The spirit of debate is still powerful, so 
much so that criticism of the minutes of the previous 
meeting, instead of correction, is invited by the 
presiding officer. A fakir known as Bror Sundeen, 


claiming a gift from the Almighty in the form of | $ 
mind-reading power, entertains the audience at this 


week’s seance of the club. 


Although, on the whole, there are more dis- 
appointments in this life than there is any reason- 


able excuse for, we can still, in most cases, see how 
things might hav been worse. 
fortunes mitigated in a measure and their harshness 
modified. I know an estimable lady, now verging 


on maturity, whose hand has never been solicited 


in marriage, but among her confidential friends it 
is no secret that on one occasion she suffered an 
affront in the form of an offensiv proposition from a 


man. As the chances of her ever entering a desir- 


able union grow less, the fact of the affront emerges 
oftener from its concealment in her bosom and has 
assumed almost the dignity of a disappointment in 
love. The proposition has also lost some of its 
offensivness, and the recollection of it may some 
day be tinged with regret that it could not be ac- 
cepted under. the circumstances. Do not, then, 


dear reader, make undue haste to extend your sym- 


pathy to the unhusbanded female. She may, like 
this one, cherish a romance that provides her with 
consolation which the world knows not of. The 
tender recollections of maiden ladies are often 
undervalued. 


When John Y. McKane, the Gravesend political 
boss, convicted of criminal interference with elec- 
tion returns, reached Sing Sing last week the war- 
den of that institution inquired what religion he 
professed. It is not understood that any religious 
test is required as a qualification for entering Sing 
Sing, though if there were the population of the 
place would not be materially diminished ; but the 
invariable asking of the question is suggestiv. The 
warden does not inquire what kind of an Infidel 
you are, but what kind of a Christian. Although 
Christians are the salt of the earth; although re- 
ligion is the only basis for morality, and althotigh a 
belief in God and Christ is the only influence that 
can restrain men from committing crime—in spite 
of these accepted lies, the warden takes it for 
granted that the criminal is & church-member, 
though the fact that he is a convict does not indi- 
cate what denomination he belongs to. If the 
warden should always and first inquire if the con- 
vict was a Spiritualist, I think the adherents of the 
Beautiful Philosophy would raise a howl, and there 
would also be cause for objection if he should sub- 
stitute Materialist for Spiritualist; but I never 
heard of the Christians protesting. I expect he 
has assumed the Christianity of his guests so many 
times without an error that it has become a rule 
of the house. To return to Mr. McKane, that gen- 
tleman replied that he was a Protestant, which was 
true, as, in fact, he leaves a large and flourishing 
Sabbath-school to mourn the loss of its teacher and 
superintendent. Being further examined, McKane 
replied that he neither smoked nor chewed tobacco 
nor drank liquor. It must grieve every pious 
heart to know that this brilliant light will for the 
next six years shine only among criminals, and be 
snuffed out daily at 9 p.m. 

The case is wholly barren of material with which 
to point & moral further than to remark that ap- 
parent piety is not a sure sign of honesty, and that 
Steady habits are not incompatible with rascality, or 
bad habits with perfect integrity. A man may be a 
Freethinker, a Christian, or a hypocrit; he may or 
may not use tobacco, whisky, and profane language ; 
there is no doctrin in any system of religion, philos- 
ophy, or hygiene that can keep a man honest who 
follows the calling of a.political priest. Neither is 
there any warning in his fate, for the sober truth is 
that where methods like McKane's send one knave 


to the penitentiary they put a hundred others into 


offices of public responsibility and trust. 


Ex-President Benjamin Harrison has gone to 
California to deliver ten lectures on Constitutional 
Law from & Presbyterian point of view before the 
students of the Stanford University at Palo Alto. 
The engagement was made with the founder of the 
university, who has since died, and the remunera- 
tion was fixed at $10,000. That is a good price for 
ten lectures, but it is unlikely that Mr. H. will ever 
collect it, as a returned Californian informs me it is 
generally understood that the widowed ex-president 
has entered into an engagement with the relict of 
the late Mr. Stanford on other than financial terms. 
If this is true it only demonstrates that the widow 


Thus are our mis- 


is a lady of business sagacity. Any prudent woman 
would save ten thousand dollars when opportunity 
offered, even though it involved linking her fortunes 
with those of an humble ex-president. 


Four-fifths of the world is still in darkness. Without our aid 
God cannot spread the light. He is doing the best he can. We 
must do the best that we can. If God, sitting in the heavens and 
seeing this tremendous darkness, could sit there and do less than 


is best, he is not our God. He is doing the best he can with the 
power he has got.—Bishop Foster before the Methodist Sociaz 
Doubting Thomases hav often wondered why 

Any God of endless goodness and of might 
Should permit himself to stand serenely b 

While unrighteousness existed in his sight, 


Unenumersted heathen every day, 
- Never having heard of heaven or its king, 
By perversity of nature go astray 
And Jehovah doesn’t do a blessed thing. 


And the Infidels hav noted that his hand 
Isn’t lent to any visible degree 

When the blizzard goes careering o’er the land 
Or the hurricane depopulates the sea. 


Even innocence may not enlist his aid 
Though it supplicate protection in his name; 

For the strength to meet temptation prays the maid, 
But the parson keeps a-calling just the same. 


But an answer to the question now is gained 
And the esoteric riddle has been solved, . 
All the hidden ambiguity explained i 
By the notion Brother Foster has evolved. 


This Jehovah he discusses is so weak, 
And so much does he resemble feeble man, 
That whenever his assistance we bespeak 
: We ean only hope he does the best he can. 


We should not be asking favors of him, then, 
As perchance he is commercially depressed, 
Or perhaps he isn’t luckier than men - 
And is not in a condition for his best. 


After all the difficulties he's endured ` 
Since his trouble with this universe began, 

It is meet reward for him to be assured | 
Brother Foster thinks he does the best he can. 


Gero. E. MACDONALD. 


Freethought Federation of America. 


HEADQUARTERS: 165 South Water street. Chicago. 


S. P. PUTNAM, President. . 
Jonn R., CnanrzswoRTH, Sec.; E. C. Reronwanp, Treas. 
Vice- Presidents: 


Franklin Steiner, N. F. Griswold, B. A. Roloson, J. M. 
Peck, I. J. Porter. 


: OBJECTS OF FEDERATION: 
Keep church aud state forever separate.— Grant. 
Inno sense whatsoever is this government founded upon the 
Ohristiau religion.— Washington. 
.ltis wicked and tyrannical to compel any man to support a re- 
ligion in which he does not believe.—Jefferson. 
The divorce betweem church and state should be absolute.— 


arfeld. 
A religion that depends on the state for its support, is for that 

reason à bad religion.—Franklin, r . 

Religion and the manner of discharging it can be directed only 


by reason and conviction and not by force or violence.—AMadtson. 


To the Friends and Members of the Freethought 
Federation of America: 


Rally, friends! The churches are raising thou- 
sands of dollars to push this Christian amendment. 
They are making a determined effort, and must be 
met by constant opposition. This issue is not for 
the time being. The argument before the Judiciary 
Committee is only a point in the long warfare that 
is to come. Fortunately, we hav the Constitution 
with us, and it would show amazing cowardice and 
weakness if we ever surrender this position. We are 
the conservativs in the defense of liberty; the 
Christians are the revolutionists in behalf of despot- 
ism. The victory is ours if we do not desert the 
post. But remember, we hav a vast organization 
against us, with a membership of twenty-one mill- 
ions—one-third of the population of the country. 
Two-thirds of the people are on our side, but they 
are unorganized and do not realize the danger. It 
is our work as pioneers, Freethinkers, not only to : 
meet the enemy, but to arouse the enthusiasm of 
our allies. We must educate the people. We must 
distribute our pamphlets by the thousand. 

Send in the money. Every little helps. A hun- 
dred fifty-cent contributions will count a long way. 
Address E. C. Reichwald, treasurer, 165 South 
Water street, Chicago, Ill. SaxvzL P. Purnam, 

Pres. Freethought Federation of America. 

s —-- 

News and Notes. 


Thursday evening, F'eb. 22d, I listened to a lec- 
ture on * The Perfect Man," by Professor Copeland, 
formerly of San Antonio, Tex. It was given in the 
Methodist church, and there were some very start- 
ling and radical utterances for so venerable an 
institution. I hav no doubt it set many people to 
thinking, as it proclaimed the doctrins of evolution 
and social science. On the same evening I also 
attended a delightful entertainment given at 
Scandia Hall, under the auspices of a TRUTH SEEKER 
friend, J. M. Segner. It was musical and dramatic. 
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Miss Ime Segner, Florence Segner, and Bertie are 
quite gifted in this line.. They are but young yet, 


and show great promis. They read Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
By the way, the Methodist church in 

which Professor Copeland gave his lecture is a 
. property worth about $1,000,000; the church 


faithfully. 


corporation has a yearly income of $60,000. 


It has now petitioned the city fathers for leave 
to tear down the present building and rear 


an immense business edifice in its place, a part 


of which, however, must be devoted to church 


purposes, or the land would be forfeited. It 
is the most valuable business block in the city— 
and no taxes are paid on it—with $60,000 income! 


On Saturday evening few of us had an enjoya- 
We 
hav not yet forgotton our artist friend Harris, who 
was always the life of the company, anda Free- 


ble time at the home of Mrs. H. H. Harris. 


thinker in every fibre of his being. He died a few 


months since, but bis radiant. genius in art and 
social progress is gently remembered by a host of 


friends. 
Sunday morning I called on Judge Waite, who 


among other duties is writing a series of articles 
on church encroachments, which show what the 


churches hav tried to do; wherein they hav failed 


and wherein they hav succeeded. These are valua- 


ble lessons of history. Judge Waite wil be at 


Washington if pressure of business does not pre- 
vent, to join in the battle on the Constitutional 


Amendment proposed by the Christian party. 


In the afternoon at Bricklayers’ Hall I listened to 


a rushing debate between W. C. Pomeroy and Rev. 
Mr. Burch of the Methodist church. They were 
both good warriors, and made a fine display. In 


his address of welcome to the Labor Federation a 
few weeks since, Mr. Pomeroy had made some 
pretty severe strictures on the churches, affirming 
that they were not in sympathy with labor, and did 


not try to help labor in its contest with monopoly, 
but were rather on the other side. 


keenly, and one of their number, the Rev. Mr. 
Burch, prepared to defend the churches. Mr. 


Pomeroy was willing to meet him in debate, and 
Sunday afternoon last was set for the affair, and a 
vast crowd was present and intense interest ex- 
‘isted. Rev. Mr. Burch did his part well. He main- 
tained that the churches were in sympathy with the 
. By the church he meant what he called 
the Free American church. This of course excluded 
the Romish church. He admitted that there was a 


masses. 


chasm between the churches and organized labor, 


but he said that was the fault of labor agitators and 
would-be leaders, who for their own selfish pur- 
What a 
labor agitator could gain by so doing was not 
demonstrated. It is generally understood that they 


poses were trying to widen the breach. 


who knuckle to the churches even in the labor party 
are the ones who get the loaves and fishes. The 
main question really at issue was not referred to by 
Rev. Mr. Burch—namely, that the church was an 
instrument for future salvation, and not for this 
world, and therefore in the very nature of things 
could be of little practical benefit. He tried to 
show that the church was a good, charitable insti- 
tution, and did giv bread and butter to the poor. 


This is granted; but he did not show that by 


scientific and practical measures the church had 
ever grappled with the problem of labor, or had 
tried to settle it in the interest of universal justice. 
He merely touched upon outside issues. He did not 
get at the heart of the matter. 

Iam glad to say that W. C. Pomeroy put in his 
work splendidly. He was not afraid to denounce 
the churches and their theological dogmas. He 
was not afraid to declare not only the principles but 
the name of Thomas Paine to that vast assembly. 
“If the churches will work for this world,” said he, 
“all right. 
the use of working for a world of which we know 
nothing.” He showed plainly that the church as an 
institution was not in favor of the rights of labor; 
that it did cringe to the money power, although a 
few individual Christian clergymen were the other 
way, and did dare now and then in their pulpits 
to say a word for justice to all. I think the Rev. 
Mr. Burch himself must hav learned something 
from Mr. Pomeroy’s brilliant arraignment, which 
was the eloquent voice of labor against the old-time 
superstitions that: hav ground it into the dust. 

Mr. Stead presided at the meeting, which he 
Opened with prayer and the hymn: 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
and I didn’t know but I was in a revival meeting 
until I heard Pomeroy’s address, and there was “no 
religion to speak of” in that, and 

The rock of ages, cleft for me, 
rather disappeared. Mr. Stead is a typical English- 
man. He has much good sense, mixed with a good 


This address 
created quite a sensation, and the clergy felt it 


We will join with them; but what is. 


deal of nonsense. Some of his ideas are very 
Liberal, and he has the courage of his convictions. 
He is evidently a crank, but he is blown about by 
many a heterodox breeze, and he says many things 
that would horrify the churchman. I rather liked 
him after he got through praying and did a little 
talking about the affairs of this world. He spoke 
truths that it would be well for Freethinkers to 
ponder over on the question of property exempt 
from taxation, etc. : 

In the evening I lectured before the Secular 
Union, on “Liberty and Authority.” There was a 
large audience present; and a deep interest was 
manifested in this greatest of all practical questions. 
While all Liberals are opposed to the authority of 
Bible and church, there is some difference of opin- 
ion as to the authority of the state, what shall its 
authority be, and to what extent shall it be sub- 
mitted to. I took the ground which it seems to me 
all Liberals must eventually take—of Jeffersonian 
democracy; against all parental government of any 
kind whatsover, be it in the interest of religion, 
morality, economics, or anything else. The state is 
simply a police-force to prevent crime; and liberty 
can only be maintained by thus restricting the 
powers of government. Mr. Holmes, Mr. Van 
Armun, Mrs. Parsons, Professor McNally, and 
others debated the question in & very able manner. 
They went rather beyond Jefferson and didn't want 
any government at all; but as it is admitted that 
the rights of any individual in the nature of things 
is limited by the equal rights of all others, there 
must be some way to define these limitations and 
maintain rights according to this natural law; and 
what is this but a government as Jefferson defines 
it? I find that Anarchists, when driven into a cor- 
ner and confronted with the existence of crime, are 
compelled to admit the necessary existence of an 
authority to prevent this. ‘ Anarchism,” says one 
of its level-headed upholders, “ affirms the right of 
association for driving out or restraining the thief, 
the murderer, the ravisher, the criminal of any class 
or name, private citizen, or public official—whoever 
invader the d^main of the individual, and takes by 


force or fraud life, liberty, or property.” Of course 


no one defended bomb-throwing * Anarchy," or 
any resort to force or violence, for true liberty 
means peace and brotherhood to all mankind. 

The line of battle for all Liberals at present is 
ihe total separation of church and state. If we 
use the state for economic purposes, as the Social- 
ist desires, it is certainly a most dangerous instru- 
mentality in this direction so long as the church is 
united with it. And it is also apparent that we 
cannot reduce the power of the state until we ban- 
ish the authority of the church. AJl must acknowl- 
edge that the church and state question is the 
fundamental question. Until this is settled there 
is no surety of human progress and liberty. 

The Chicago Secular Union, the only organiza- 
tion in this city that occupies this line of battle, 
should be supported, notwithstanding differences of 
opinion on many points. New faces appear in the 
audiences, new members are coming in, and with 
new elements there should be a new and brighter 
advance. 

Among others whom I hav met here is George 
Wilson, who was arrested for selling literature on 
sale at every book-store of any standing in the city. 
This was apparently because among other books he 
had for sale Paine’s and Ingersoll’s books, etc. He 
was imprisoned for awhile, but this was declared 
unlawful and he was released. His book-store is 
still carried on at 312 State street; and although he 
has suffered many losses he does not surrender. 
Freethought books and journals are for sale as usual. 

I leave Chicago for Washington. I am obliged 


| to postpone my appointments at Toronto in order 


to be at Washington March 6th. I consider it of 
the first importance to speak before the Judiciary 
Committee of Congress in behalf of the Constitu- 
tion as it is. It is no use to say there is no danger, 
for there is danger, and it is increasing. 

I hava pleasent stay over of two days at Meta- 
mora, Mich., where I giv two lectures in the town 
hall to large audiences. This is the first time Free- 
thought has made an effort in this place and it has 
been eminently successful. 

Metamora is fifty miles north of Detroit. It is 
the center of a fine farming country, and, as it does 
not depend upon any manufacturing interests, it 
has not so deeply felt the hard times, for the farm- 
ers in this country are pretty well fixed. Even if 
they don’t make any money, they can stand it, for 
the land is generally free from mortgages I under- 
stand; and hence there is the solid earth to depend 
upon, anyway. 

The weather here is delightful—that is, overhead. 
It is a beautiful sunshiny day. The skies are like 
silver, and the fields and woods with the white 
snows are charming tolook upon. But the “going” 


is awful. The mudis deep, and itis almost impossi- 
ble, from some quarters, to get into town, and 
some, indeed, prefer to walk rather than to tug 
through with a team. I should hav had many 
more hearers had the traveling been favorable, but 
as ib was, every seat was occupied, which is doing 
pretty well for a village of two or three hundred 
inhabitants. There are two churches here and it is 
pretty hard work to support them. The commu- 
nity on the whole is Liberal, and is growing more 
so. A few years ago it was impossible to raise 
enough for Freethought lectures; but now in this 
case it is easily done. It is the same in many 
places where Freethought lectures hav not been 
given. It needs but a determined effort, and the 
work is accomplished. 

There is a stanch Freethought element in this 
place, composed of the best citizens; and by com- 
bined action, through lectures and otherwise, it can 
exercise great influence. Among the comrades of 
our grand army here are Philo Isham, Joseph 
Gould, Dr. Geo. W. Stone, Elias Martin, who acted 
as chairman of the meetings, L. Y. Struble, Mark 
W. Kelly, Hirum Lee, Leroy Thomas, Alva Barnes, 
Rufus Wilder, John Freer, John Brown, Richard 
Easton, Isaac Lewis, and others. On the whole, 
this is one of the finest points I hav struck for Lib- 
eral work. 

I visited the schools of Metamora with my friend, 
Mr. Martin, who himself was formerly a school- 
teacher and is interested in educational matters. I 
find the schools under excellent management, with 
very little theology in the text books compared to 
what there used to be, and the methods of teaching 
are more practical. The children are taught to 
think for themselvs. The Bible, however, is read 
in the sehools, but [hope for better things where so 
much Liberalism prevails. As Mr. Martin says, «It 
is evolution and progress.” 

I stopped over at Detroit a few hours and visited 
with my old stanch friend, E. Chope, who has been 
a Liberal for over fifty years, and is one of the lead- 
ing business men of Detroit. He settled here in 
1837. There were only eight thousand inhabitants 
in Detroit at that time. He has seen this city grow 
to its present beautiful and magnificent propor- 
tions. It is one of the most prosperous cities on 
the continent. Even in these present hard times 
real estate has & boom. Mr. Chope is now seventy- 
nine years of age, but he looks as if twenty years 
more were in store for him in this world, which he 
knows how to enjoy with health and competence. 
He has a lovely home and pleasant surroundings, 
after a life of successful industry. He has eight 
children living, fourteen grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren, and that is ahead of any 
orthodox heaven that I know of. Children are bet- 
ter than harps of gold to make music for life. 

S. P. Pourwam. 


NOMEN RUP CORN RENTEN EUR: 
Leetures and Meetings. 
J. E, Remspure’s appointments for March are as 
follows: 


Mar. 10, Connellsville, Pa. | Mar. 10, East German- 
** 11, Zelienople, Pa. town, Ind. 
** — 11, Butler, Pa. * 17, 18, New Ross, Ind. 
** 12, Bellaire, O, ** 19, Carrollton, ind. 
** 18, Marietta, O. ** 90, Morristown, Ind. 
** 14, Alliance, O. ** 91, E. St. Louis, Ill. 
** 15, Canton, O. ** 92, Jerseyville, Ill. 


* — 98, Union, Mo. 
FRANKLIN STuINER'S lecture engagements are as fol. 


lows: 

Mar. 8, Norwalk, Conn. 
** 9, Meriden, Conn. 
** 11, Boston, Mass. 
** 12, 18, Harwich, Mass a 


Mar. 25, Newark, N. J. 
April 1, Alliance, O. 
** 3-6, Eaton, 
8, Dayton, O. 


** 14, Cotuit, Mass. 8, Cincinnati. O. 
** 15, Osterville, Mass. " — 9, New Ross, Ind. 
** 18, Boston, Mass. * 10, 11, West Point, Ind 


** 90, Wantaugh, L. I. ** 18, 14, Toledo, O 

** 98, Greensburg, Pa. “ 15, Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. Steiner has some open dates for his return trip 
Address him in care of Tae Truta SHEKER. 


Tur lecture engagements of John R. Charlesworth are 


a8 follows. 
Apr. 1, Wichita, Kan. Apr. 26, 27, 28, Delphos, O. 
“6 ** 99, Cincinnati, O. 


2, 8, Morganville, Kan. 

** 4, 5, Oak Hill, Kan. ** 80, Mechaniesburg, O. 
** 6,7,8, Clay Center Kan | May 1, 2, Mechanicsburg, O. 
** 10, 11, 12, Pierson, Ia. | ‘* 3, 4. 5, Massillon, O. 
** 138, 14, Cushing, Ia. “ 11, New York City. 

** 25, Chicago, Ill. 

Mr. Charlesworth expects to lecture at Correctionyille 
and Manchester, Iowa, and several other places along the 
route, including the Cape Cod districts, towards the end 
of May. Friends desiring lectures are requested to ad- 
dress him at 165 S. Water street, Chicago, Ill. 


Tas Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for March. 

March 3th—‘‘ Mind Reading,” with practical tests. 
Sundeen. : 

March 16th—‘‘ Liberty and Progress in Government.” 
Charles Stewart Welles, M. D 

March 23d—‘‘Labor’s Demands 
Convention.” Edward King. 

Hers rea Truth about Hawaii.” Clinton Fur- 

is 


Bror 


of the Constitutional 
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betters of Friends. 


Worth $1,000 to Him. 
KanaMAzoo, Micu., Feb. 20, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please accept $3 for one 
year’ssubscription to your paper. -I think 
it is getting better every week, and if I 
only had lots of money I would make you 
a present of $1,000, because it is worth it 
to me. May success follow. 
Your reader, A. W. Van LOGHEM. 


human life as a sentence nature pronounced 
at birth, with no possibility of evasion. 
Few of the sixty-odd episodes described in 
G. W. Foote’s ‘‘ Infidel Death-Beds ” 
could hav been a scene of more calmness, 
peace, cheerful willingness to die, than his. 
As gently as the setting sun sinks in & 
tropical sea did he passaway. He reasoned 
scientifically, intellectually, not 

Born of fancies weird and elfish, 

Nursing aspirations selfish, 

Gilded with a specious learning, 

Cankering life with futil yearning, 

For a destiny supernal. . 

Believed in rest, untroubled, deep, 

Where no souls ‘their vigils Keep, 

Where the pain to be shall cease, 

And all life end in perfect peace. 

His funeral was non-religious, as he re- 
quested. And thus is gone a bold advo- 
cate of truth and. reason in face of intel- 
lectual cringing and treason; gone to the 
glory of his true self-respect and philo- 
sophical manhood in belief. 

SAS GLEASON. 


A Sheriff Struck With Piety. 
Tampa, FLA., Feb. 20, 1894. 

Mr. EprroB: Please find inclosed order 
for $6.50 for renewal of subscription and 
Putnam's ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Heston’s cartoons are very 
much liked; they are the jewels of the 
paper. They illustrate passages in script- 
ure to perfection. 

Well, we Infidels are getting along very 
well, considering that we hav no organiza- 
tion. We should hav some good speaker 
like Mr. Putnam to giv us a few lectures. 

I will try to get some ai e for 
the paper. 

Tampa is quite lively this — with 
theaters, circuses, Salvation Army, street 
preaching, and the churches thrown in. 

The sheriff of the county has been struck 
with a streak of piety and took a notion to 
enforce the state law, closing up all places 
of amusement except churches on Sunday. 
His piety will last but & short time. Of 
course we hav to submit to his most holy 
will, or be punished according to the 
Christian methods of rewarding sinners. 

Cheers upon cheers for Tue TRUTH 
SzrkxR and Heston. C. W. WELLS. 


A Hypothetical Speech. 
Broxsron, Ky., Feb. 19, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5, which 
place to the credit of Geo. B. Stigall and 
myself. Times are so very hard that we 
hav to scratch for a little money like an 
old hen that has two families of: chickens 
to provide for at the same time. 

Don’t you think that it would be a grand 
thing if some prominent Republican Sen- 
ator would be patriotic enough to rise in 
his place in the. Senate and address his 
party somewhat after the following style? 
** Members of the Republican Party: I 
want to make an appeal to your love of our 
common country, to justice, and to that 
spirit of compromise so aptly illustrated in 
a late speech by Henri Watterson. It can 
not be successfully denied that a large ma- 
jority of the people of the United States 
are in favor of a tariff for revenue only. 
And now, friends, as we cannot conscien- 
tiously vote for the Wilson bill which has 
passed the lower house, let us not do an 
act to obstruct its passage in the Senate. 
Let the Democrats pass this bill as soon as 
possible, and let it go into operation at an 
early date. It may prove a blessing to 
our country. We don’t know. At any 
rate, let them pass this bill, and then giv 
it a fair and impartial trial. If it should 
prove a success, then we can all rejoice in 
the prosperity of our common country. 
If, on the contrary, it should work dis- 
astrously, then the whole country would 
turn to the protectiv system. Fellow- 
Republicans, cease your opposition to this 
measure. The country demands a test of 
the two principles, and for the welfare of 
all its citizens it should hav it." 

J. N. Brown. 


To Keep the Flag of Liberty Afloat. 
Ampoy, Wasz., Feb. 19, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Hav managed to get one 
new subscriber; will try and get more. I 
will send an order for two copies of THE 
. TRUTH SEEKER for one year and a few 
books and pamphlets. Would like to hav 
more, but am not able, asI hav to make 
a living by hard knocks, but will try and 
help what I can to keep the Flag of Lib- 
erty, Toe Trure SEEKER, above board. 
B. A. Cusricz. 


Still the Mystery Is Unsolved. 

Laxe Crry, Ia., Feb. 10, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I write to say that, if I liv 
until my subscription expires, I intend 
when renewing to take Putnam’s ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought” in con- 
nection with your paper. I hav taken 
Tue Trure SEEKER about eighteen years, 
and after I hav passed away I hope it may 
still be kept in the family. I am now 
seventy-two years of age and my health is 
extremely poor. Still the mystery of life 

aud death is just as great as ever. 
J. L. TOMPKINS. 


At Four-score and Three. 
LIVERMORE, CAL., Feb. 17, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find postal order 
for $3 to renew my subscription. I hav 
cataracts on my eyes, but hav read your 
paper for the last four numbers; know 
George; hav been to his office on Kearny 
street, San Francisco. Shall be eighty- 
three the 10th of next May. Hav been 
with S. P. Putnam and given recitations 
in connection with his lectures at Union 
Square Hall and at Irving Hall, also at 
Boulder Creek, Livermore, and Stockton. 
Cannot very well do without Tun TRUTH 
SEEKER. M. S. PALMER. 


He at Once Ordered Petitions. 

ArnEDo, Tex., Feb. 18, 1894. 
Mr. Enprron: I received my paper this 
evening and the article on page 100—**The 
Christian Amendment "— attracted my at- 
tention so much that I read it and then 
laid the paper down to write to you for 
petitions against the holy sky-pilots’ grand 
move. Iwant four or five at least and not 
more than six, for I think that will be as 
many as I can use. I think I can place 
three or four in the hands of other parties 
who will get signers. I am opposed to 
any God-in-the-Constitution or any ‘‘In 
God We Trust” on the dollar, for the 
dollar is what we trust in. I will send 

stamp for postage. J. C. MILLER. 


m Has a High Opiniou of Us. 
MARSHFIELD, OR., Feb. 1, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find postal note 
for Tux TRUTH SEEKER and myth exposer. 
I should be very much pleased to send you 
more aid in the way of money for sub- 
scribers, but the plutocratic benefactors of 
the country hav got their remorseless 
clutches on the finances of the nation so 
completely that it is scarcely possible to 
get sufficient money to pay for the bare 
, necessaries of life, and I can see no pros- 
pects of deliverance from this terrible and 
unjust affliction except through and by a 
.' more thorough education of the masses in 
, more liberal views, and a change in the 
' party that makes and executes our laws; 
" and believing that the Editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER is doing as much perhaps as any 
other one man towards bringing about this 
result, I shall always do all I can in my 

humble way to support the paper. . 

W. A. GILMORE. 
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Education Will “ Spoil Our Rich Relig- 
ious Experiences.?? 
New Bosron, Mion., Feb. 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprtor: One of your correspond- 
ents spoke recently in rather an uncertain 
way of the Free Methodists. He was cor- 
rect in all he said. I know them, their 
condition, their methods, and their the- 


In Memoriam. 
Rocry River, O., Feb. 19, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: There passed away Jan. 27, 
1894, near Rocky River, O., your old- 
time subscriber, Manley H. Woodbury,. 
. aged eighty-three years. His long life as 
' a reader of the Investigator, Taz TRUTH 

f 
» 


SEEKER, and historical Freethought litera- 
ture fitted him to look upon the ending of 


ology. A few of their clergy (too few, by 
far) are fairly well educated, but the rank 
and file are not very much beyond the in- 
fantile stage of mentality. One of them, 
a very estimable old lady in several ways, 
lately said to me that she was afraid this 
higher education was going to spoil our 
rich religious experiences. I said, '*Un- 
doubtedly.” I think if that will spoil 
them, they had better be spoiled, and that 
quickly. When she saw some of ‘‘ Zeke’s” 
predicaments, so splendidly illustrated in 
Tre Trota SEEKER, she said, ‘‘ My good- 
ness! I never supposed there was such 
stuff in the Bible.” 

I enjoy a bout with a preacher. A 
** liberal” one boasted to me of his liber- 
ality, and startled me by saying, ‘‘ I some- 
times read Tue Trura SEEKER." I offered 
him the use of mine, but he would not 
touch it. Another one honestly acknowl- 
edged that John Wesley was a domestic 
tyrant, and that Colonel ‘‘ Bob’s” charac- 
ter was irreproachable. When they 
choose argumentum ad hominem, Pm 
ready for 'em. One thought to squelch 
me by calling me an Infidel. I told him I 
gloried in the name, especially as I de- 
veloped all my Infidelity at a theological 
seminary, and before I learned that there 
were such persons in the world as Infidels. 
How could I do that? Icouldn’t help it. 
The overdose of dogmatic poison acted 


only as an emetic, producing violent retch- | 


ings, succeeded by chronic nausea and 
loathing of that class of medicin. But of 
all the things to turn the stomach, I think 
the amended preamble will be the worst. 
When this country becomes unendurably : 
Christian we can immigrate to Africa. 

Go A, Hep, 


Harvy on the Hill. 
Go, wander like the shepherd’s flocks, 
Where sunny hills slope toward the sea, 
You'll find the wild flowers ’mong the 
rocks, 
Like virtue in humanity. 


The vulture sailing o'er the glen 
Casts gloomy shadows on the way, 
Like fears that throng the thoughts of 
men, 
By superstition led astray. 


A lonely man lived on the hill 

‘Where smoky columns seek the sky, 
He used to keep the water-mill 

The brook now wanders idly by. 


Without & creed, without a fear, 
An independent man was he. 
He lived a free life, but last year 

He gave it for humanity. 


The preacher’s daughter loved to play 
By the mill-wheel, toiling in the race, 
And gather shining shells each day, 
Where the water mirrored back ner 
face. 


She stumbled down the slippery shore, 
On broken boards and mossy plank, 

** Old Harve ” ran to the open door, 
And saw her struggling as she sank. 
He sprang and caught her by the dress, 
And pushed her safely to the shore. 
The mill-wheel crushed his giant breast, 

And Harvy Crigger was no more, 


The preacher, who had often said, 
**Old Harve will surely go to hell," 
Now murmured meekly o'er the dead, 
** Ah, yes! he doeth all things well." 
J. M. B. 


Another Priestless Death and Burial. 
Canon Orry, Con. Feb. 10, 1894. 

Mr. Eptror: On February 1, the wife of 
our worthy neighbor and Liberal friend, 
John Locke, died; and asshe was a Liberal- 
minded woman, she requested that there 
be no religious exercises. Mr. Locke re- 
quested me to read a service, which I did. 
We selected No. 1 in ‘‘The Truth Seeker 
Collection of Forms, Hymns, and Recita- 
tions,” changing the wording sqas to make 
it suitable for a wife and mother, with the 
following added: 

‘She had no regrets. During a pro- 
tracted illness there were many times when 
there were no hopes of her living any 
length of time. During the intervals she 
frequently expressed herself as having no 
fear of death; she had no dread of the fu- 
ture. All she cared to liv for was to be of 
use to her family and to those around her. 
If she could not recover her strength so as 
to be useful in the world she did not care 
to liv. During her final struggle she said 


to those in attendance: ‘Why do you 
bring me back so often? And again, 


when hope had vanished, rallying once 
more, she said: ''Idid not want to come 
back.’ Her deeds of kindness to those 
around her speak more for her excellence 
of character than words can express," At 
the grave the following paraphrase was 
read after the body had been lowered: 

| ‘Sister Locke, while yet in love with 
| life and raptured with the world, has passed 
to silence and pathetic dust. This loving 
mother was the friend of all heroic souls, 
She was a worshiper of liberty and & friend 
to the oppressed. She has now passed the 
, stone on life’s highway, and being weary 
‘for 5 moment has laid down by the way- 
' side to rest, and has fallen into that dream- 
less sleep that kisses down her eyelids as it 
will those of all the human family." 

A large assemblage of neighbors and 
friends were present and accompanied the 
procession to the cemetery. Yours, 

G. T. Conaway, 


! Death of a Veteran Worker in the Cause 
of Liberty. 
January 25, 1894, 
Mr. EprroB: Died, January 18th, E.m. 
294, J. L. Bly, at the home of his daughter, . 

! Mrs. T. R. Kemp, Portland, Or. 

| Mr. Bly was born in Kentucky, April 

10, 1814, so that at the time of his death 

he was eighty years old. His life has been 

a long and useful one. 

i Reared among slave owners, he early 
learned the lesson of justice to the black 
,man, when his father, in 1824, freed his 
' slaves, after which he moved to Chautauqua 

county, N. Y., where he soon died. 

Young Bly, at the age of eighteen, 
settled in Crawford county, Pa., where 
he married into one of the pioneer families 
of that state. 

About two years before his death, the 
writer had the pleasure of conversing with 
him about those early days, when, with 
his young wife, he built a home in the 
Pennsylvania forest and prepared the soil 
for the rich harvest of grain, fruit, and 
flowers. 

Though eighty years old, Mr. Bly had a 
remarkable memory, and his reminiscences 
of the early days were very interesting. 

About the age of thirty, Mr. Bly became 
deeply exercised upon the question of re- 
ligion and joined the Methodist church, in 
which, however, he did not long remain. 
To use his own words: ‘‘ Inconsistency, 
hypocrisy, and rascality, prominent traits 
of the godly leaders, soon drove me back 
into the world,” since which time his re- 
ligion has been to do good. 

Long before the Civil War, his sympa- 
thies existed for and were activly engaged 
in behalf of the black slave. He was one 
of the many noble men and women who 


*| helped run what was called **the under- _ 


ground railway,” which helped many a 
slave from his shackles in the South to 
liberty in the North. His two sons en- 
listed in the Union army and served 
throughout the war. 

At the close of the war, when the oil ex- 
citement broke out in Pennsylvania, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bly were enabled to sell the land 
their labor had made valuable, and they 
invested their money in a comfortable 
home, only to find a year later that they 
had been swindled by the Christian neigh- 
bor in whom they had placed confidence, 
for a judgment of many years’ standing, 
and of an amount fully equaling the value 
of the place, was still unsatisfied. Thus, at 
the age of fifty-two, he suddenly found 
himself and family homeless. His many 
years of arduous toil, under the inexorable 
ruling of Christian law, now availed him 
nothing. 

The stroke was more than the wife and 
mother could endure, and a few years of 
struggle sufficed to overpower nature, and 
she succumbed, a victim to the barbarous 
condition known as ‘‘ Christian civiliza- 
tion.” 

Since the death of his wife, Mr. Bly has 
spent most of his time with his daughter. 
He realized that the Christian religion, 
with all its concomitants, is the great 
stumbling-block in the way of true and 
genuin peace and plenty-giving reform, 
and for many years has he worked for hu- 
man liberty. In & note received by me 
from Mr. and Mrs. Kemp, announcing the 
death of this good, earnest o ld man, they 
said: ‘‘He was conscious to the very last 
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Although a non-believer in the Christian | fronted with M i : 
religion, his last moments were as peaceful | abandon ciated ipe cau and the fag, the stars and. stripes, though | tended a so-called lecture at New Colum- 
and resigned as could be;" which is an, |in it, still farther reveal thaitieae cnet a dies in Se aes of time tie? ae D M iM Syeda te wool. Bun 
5 mo , e E : a 3 
other refutation of the oft-repeated Chris | ness to the smiling Freethinker, nee already getting too many rations out of ipis abont n ne mile south of my home. 
tian slander that **Infidels, in agony, call | ; Ousnver, | he Public crib and continually looking e lecture (!) was delivered under the. 
on God to help them when they die.” [It is very dificult to tell what Jesusism for more, more, more, but I hope to see | #uspices of God, Son, and Holy Gr ost by 
Dear old grandpa, farewell. We loved | is—admitting for argument’s sake that the, day when their rations will be cut |a Mr. Taylor. Notwithstanding Hs hark- 
ou living—we love your memory. still. | there was a Jesus to f a : alk RN . |from-the-tomb ” demeanor, he was sleek, 
y y. Sui € us to found it—for heis|. Talk about being liberal and progressiv, robust, and beefy, and I should judge of 
The noble thoughts you so oft hav said wil? į said to hav enjoined his followers not to | You are aware, Mr. Editor, as well as I am, th tivt neht Phe dee 
be again and again repeated by these who | resist evil, and he also indicated that he that the different Christian societies and C ROSIY ery ramen. renologically 
were near and dear to you. Your cause— | wanted his enemies brought bef din their clergy are trying their utmost to considering the constituency of his cra- 
the great cause of Freethought, love, and | and slain. He was most daunele toi, d nana all th iri ao Se to Brest Mes cie ea ar 
right—is their cause, and with youth and | Vituperativ in referring to or talking with to declare “this to ber o emea Popre js puis A travesty on- bhe i ang komoly 
strength they will press bravely forward. | his opponents. But if we cannot tell re- | Christian institution, and to establish the | ~~~ 2 perinde Sen wae: ey 
Karim Kream Surrag. ally what Jesusism is, no such difficult; first day of the week as a legal holy day— |. VOTO Temarxably’ absent, while venera- 
fronts usin regard to Christianity Te tn, | Dot holiday—for the benefit of the church, | tion, spirituality, self-esteem, firmness, 
Comstockism Not Christianity. tory is its d de : istianity. Its his- | which wants to monopolize one-seventh of | and continuity—the organs of selfishness, 
Barrmore, Mp., Feb. 19, 1894, oe I ; le Mp There is nothing in- | our time for its exclusiv use. Veryliberal|egotism, and love of adulation and ap- 
Mn, Erro: Anthony Comstock has a | Gloriosof whom oer omen ane Baltimore | atn: Telkabontyourliberality, Hay | Piswse—were prodigiously predominant, 
branch ‘‘Society for the Suppression of | TTheir condu. i prob tin nt elter ouo ‘read about the “God. and King His forte was “‘ fuss and feathers.” 
Vice" in Baltimore, and Cardinal Gib- ] ihe oon duct pro fa ians is justified by Jesus” resolution, introduced lately by His subject was methods of conducting 
bons, Rev. John T. Ockerman, Rev. H. | agen Our fri fa Parag all preceding | pious Congressman Morse of Massachu- |a deformity school (Sunday-school). 
Vrooman, and Rev. Charles A. Fulton are police ork Pike 5 à ihat all the | sette? v. it liberal and progressivio force | After Mr. Taylor had exploited his sub- 
the head members. These gentlemen are , men aro doing is an aid | upon thousands of Jews and millions of ject, he proposed that anyone desiring to 
: io the law and not to Christianit No | anti-Christians such a law? No, it is not, Aes . se : 
supposed to represent in all they do the | greater mistake could p d Ta Mr. Editor; itis most illiberal and retro- | #°duire information appertaining to script- 
teachings of the meek and lowly Jesus. | successful attack: spon Fir d very [gressiv. Will these progressiv (?) and | ure and Sunday-schools was at liberty to 
Jails, fines, detectiv business, and police- speech and press Esc B "i om of | liberal people, like Mr. Morse, ever let | interrogate him. Asno volunteers came 
men's clubs rise up, however, before all | Ghristianizi s easier the work of | that poor man Jesus, who is suppose l to | forward to entangle this profound sage, 
" 5 zing the Constitution, See in | hav suffered some nineteen hundred years : : ; : 
who read the proceedings of their meet- | o. editorial columns the quotations f ago such a horrible and untimely death | °24 Seeing a splendid opportunity to dis- 
ings. These are all the accessories of the | the article of Rev. R. C. Wylie. N dr a (due to his mistaken ideas), rest? Had | Play my views, I immediately embraced it. 
law for suppressing crime, and the ways | too late in the day to attempt to distin. | tpe authorities taken charge of and re- I arose and asked: ‘‘Mr. Taylor, I hay 
of the law aré not the ways of Jesus, and, guish between the church a Ora; 1n- | manded him for examination as to his | carefully perused the Bible, and hav dis 
consequently, should not be the ways of | i h church and Christian- | mental capacity, the examining physician | covered sundry chapters that are exceed- 
those who.profess to be among his most in * inis erc Ed and youd surely hav recommended his trana- ingly difficult for me to comprehend; will 
diclo: stianity.— Ep. o aD insane asylum for humane an 
distinguished followers. It was the law BUG medical treatment, In that case we would | ¥°U read for the benefit of myself, as well 
that crucified Jesus. The hypocritical | An Editor of a Daily Paper Gently Ad. | hav been spared those terrible religious | 88 for the benefit of these young ladiesand 
pretenders to the law of Moses, in the per- monished. : wars and massacres which occurred later | gentlemen here, the thirty-eighth chapter 
sons of scribes and pharisees, instigated New Onrzaxs, LA., Feb. 16, 189 t for me purpose of i egre the Chris- | of Genesis, and when you hav finished 
his death, and the law of the land, in the | Mr. Eprron: Occasionally I send a few bring peace, but the sword. S not to | reading the same w ill you please comment 
hands of Pilate, crucified him, at the-same | lines to our local dailies defending our |, Your actions toward me compel me to | "PON it and explain its significance?” 
time and in the same way that it crucified cause; sometimes they will grant me space believe that you are still wandering knee- The gentleman was nonplused for a 
two of its ordinary criminals. It is very | but as soon as I drop a few remarks too deep in the guagmire of superstitious doc- | moment, when he ultimately asked: ‘‘ Did 
conclusiv from this that Jesus’s kingdom | severe for our Christian editors, the same Soe Spal Woe eee, that YOu: RATS the thirty-eighth chapter of 
is not of this world in its methods for re- | will be rejected. Some time ago I penned | sooner or later the torch of reason’ (but | resist... 
forming the world. If the cardinal and | the following lines`to-the editor of Zhe | not the fagot, rack, thumbscrew, eto., | . ,. 199» sir,” I responded. - 
the other reverend gentlemen are to be- | ruth (which, with the help of God even, | 9c. — those instruments of Christian per- ‘The idea of reading and explaining an 
come volunteer detectivs and vice ferrets, | is not able to always tell the truth the suasion of former days) will lead you into | entire chapter within the limited time that 
they could more consistently take up their | whole truth, and nothing but the truth): | Adi Of Pho more light we want, but the | I possess is preposterous! Why, there are 
business quarters near the police stations, New Oruzans, Nov. 2, 1898. clined to spread aay in vol. "The AY the MAE chapters 2 f ihe Bible, each of 
and allow their pulpits to preach in silence | Epiror Zhe Truth: In your to-day's | daily press becomes liberal enough to ad. | Which would require a whole night's time - 
the lessons of their retrogression—allow- | ‘‘Good Evening" columns, mentioning | vocate such. reforms Churchianity will | to analyze its spiritual meaning, To re- 
ing that they were ever founded, individu- | the election of Rev. E. B. Bagley, of the | prepare for its own funeral, and halls of | vert and enumerate the chronological 
ally, on the rock of Peter. Discipios den OIIRNHON, as chaplain of the science and education, spreading the light | periods of time, the downfall of dynasties, 
Ministers wonder at the increase of | eno 20086 OF Congress, you say tha and the lives of those patriarchs would be 
Ingersollism, or Infidelity. Every ordi- | in ite religious ideas, and that bolons the Mapossbio Nowy Ne sal, with: moli co: 
nary man, with the Bible before him—and | century ends, perhaps a Jewish rabbi or a lemnity and gravity. — 
with no early education forced into him, | Catholic priest may be elected chaplain.” Was I chagrined at his refusal? Not the 
making him believe black is white— ae as this rà a col rivation; why least. With some regard for decency he, 
doubts Christianity when he sees such di- | 2:905 8 representativ of any denomination? with some compunctions of consciences 
vergence cat precepts and the ex- Why these costly prayers? Hav they ever avoided an unpleasant issue. Think of 
those who pretend to believe the Bible im- 


of knowledge, will spring up in place of 
temples of superstition. The foundation 
i been of any benefit to anyone except the 
amples of its professors. Just as soon as | chaplain? Why spend money for sectarian pee cg ; 
such a man finds. that his business and plicitly, really ashamed to read it in public 
places! What does this crucial test of the 


of the latter is already crumbling, and a 
house divided against itself must eventu- 
purposes? ! Very correctly you say this is 
social interests’ allow, he hies off to Infi- | è Progressiv age, but in this direction we E . : 
delity, or, at least, becomes indifferent, Christian's feigned beliet demonstrate? 
It proves beyond doubt or cavil that the 


ally fall. 
Very truly yours, for the emancipation 
are making very slow progress, Our Con- 
and sits under his own roof-tree-on Sun. gress and legislatures could just as well ; ) 
day, or goes on an excursion amid the Bible, as an aggregate, is not a fit in- 
structor to. mold the morals of man, 


of the human family from the thraldom of 
get along without chaplains and prayers 
beauties of nature, instead of going to " $ 
: woman, or child, The question is, in this 


mental slavery. ERWIN AUFFURTH. 
Several Matters Pointedly Touched. 
Samora, Irnr., Feb. 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Quite an eon has elapsed 
since last I came to the Editor’s sanctum 
and save money besides. When such 
practices shall hav been abolished; when 
church, The cardinal and the clergy men | the time comes that our religious denom- : I l 
can keep right on assisting the Anthony inations and societies will be liberal era of enlightenment and ''higher criti- 
Comstock methods of New York; but all enough, or if not thus, when they will be cism,” as Colonel Ingersoll superbly says, 
of the police work they are busying them- “ not, is the Bible inspired, but is it true?” 
selvs in is an aid to the law and not to I admire inexpressibly W. H. Burr’s 
golden opinion of ‘‘self-education;” also 


and asked permission to convey my 
thoughts to the columns of that courage-' 
requested to pay their just pro rata tax, 
etc., on a billion of dollars’ worth of (now 
Christianity, and the ordinary sinner will ; 
flee from them still further into the soft the ‘‘Observations” of that ‘‘humorist, 
satirist, philosopher, logician,” on the 


ous champion of the ‘‘liberty of utter- 
ance," TuE TRUTH SEEKER., Your ''lLet- 
untaxed) property, thus greatly relieving 
the poorer classes, who are now struggling 
and gentle bosom of that Infidelity whose 
watchword is humanity. same. Colonel Ingersoll has pertinently, 
alliterativly, and poetically said: ‘‘ Col- 


ters of Friends" department, besides 
everything else comprising the contents of 
the paper, is of the most intense interest, 
to save their only little hut and humble 
home from the sheriff's hammer, then we 
may rejoice and exclaim, ** Truly, this is a 
A minister said to the writer the other 
day that the law of the land was founded leges are places where pebbles are polished 
upon Christianity, and that it was the duty and diamonds are dimmed.” 
Iam contemplating entering the lecture- 


and is very thought-inspiring to the un- 
dersigned, who permanently resides at the 
progressiv country!” y 
Very respectfully yours, for justice and 
of ministers to aid and uphold the law. 2 : 
Away. with such nonsense! The law of field some time in the future when equip- 
ped with the intellectual weapons of self- 


lethargic little village above designated. 
equality to all and special favors to none, 
the land is, indeed, founded upon the old 
defense. Iam twenty-three years of age. 


Heston’s cartoons are capital, concise, 
and comical, and are the chief cynosure of 
all those who prefer progress and patriot- 
ism to fear and faith, credulity and con- 
Erwin AvFForTH.  |tradiotion, and ‘‘ Myth and Miracle "—and, 
in brief—the ‘‘ Mistakes of Moses," and 
the burlesque bulls of the Bible. May his 
glowing artistic genius so increase that he 
Mosaic law; but that is entirely different will be enabled to depict the dogmas of the 
from Christian law. Eye for eye, tooth Bible so convincingly that future fanatics | My means of livelihood is farming. My 
for tooth, life for life, was the Mosaio law, and bigots will come up out of the slough | circumstances are humble, butIam **true- 
and the law of our land to-day stands the of superstition and bravely pronounce him | blue" and aggressiv through and through. 
same—hanging for the murderer and pro- blessed! Now, the point that I wish to impress 
portionate punishment for injury of any Iam grateful to Brother A. J. Wadlia jis this: Should any of the numerous 
kind. But Jesus said: ‘‘Resist not evil,” for exposing the enormity of exaggeration | charitably-disposed readers of Tug TRUTH 
turn the other cheek to the smiter and for- indulged in by Henry Dudley Teetor, | StzxeR wish to assist a fellow-Freethinker 
giv seventy times seven. The apostle M.A., in his biographical sketch of the | in battling against the formidable bulwarks 
said Christians are not under the law, but. Rev. Robert McIntyre in the November | of popular conservatism, just mail to my 
under grace—something more sympathetic number of the Great Divide, wherein this | address any paper, pamphlet, or book 
and charitable in its work and something “M.A.” (master of absurdity) apprises an | which will enable me to secure that mental 
more pleasing and spiritual in its rewards. eager, fietion-guzzling public that the sub- | pabulum so necessary to giv strength to 
The absence of it seems to be apparent ject of the sketch ‘‘ forgot his father’s and | destroy the orthodox octopus, and I assure 
when cardinal and clergymen unite to mother's prayers, and was president of an | you it will be thankfully received and read 
hunt sinners with detectiv eye and police Infidel society for seven years.” with diligence and thought. 
assistance, Reformers, agitators, workers- in the 
Comstock, feeling backed by the clergy sweater’s den and in the healthful field and 
in what he does, and the clergy feeling forest, let us each and everyone struggle 
backed by Christianity, it is eminently to overcome the obstacles that daily con- 
fitting that the clergy be shown how front us, and manfully press onward and 
utterly contrary their action ia to the let- upward. 
ter and spirit of the Christianity they pro- Yours for the happiness of humanity, 
ess, that they may be ashamed when con- Cuarues D. McBrivg. 


Though I inelosed a stamp and politely 
requested the editor to return above in 
case he rejected it, he did not do so. 
After a lapse of over two months I sent 
him a letter of inquiry, again inclosing 
stamp for answer, but his answer, as in 
the former case, is—silence. This caused 
me to write to him the following: 

New OnnEANS, Feb. 15, 1894. 

Eprrog The Truth: Pardon me for in- 
truding upon you once more, but your 
treating with silence my letter of inquiry 
of January 19th, concerning my communi- 
eation sent you some time previously, 
which, being, being rejected, was not re- 
turned, as kindly requested, causes me to 
write again. . 

You wish to hav your paper appear to 
the public as a great reform journal, daily 
pob ihing rou of SAM on ho 
ambling and lottery questions, but a ; : 
Paper which will advocate one reform only |. Lovers of liberty, friends of human- 
and ignore others will not benefit the com- | kind, let us be alert and vigilant to drive 
munity very much. The subject I was | every Theistical fabrication to the caverns 
alluding to m my communication deserves | of reticence, and plant the flag of Free- 
criticlam just a8 much, nay more even, |thoughtupon the ramparts of free inquiry. 
than the gambling question, and, thanks | Te to relate to the readers a bit of 
to the rivalry which exists between the ; I Ps 3s 

my experience with the ‘‘unco guid"— 


followers of the different sects, they hav a g 
! so far been unable to plant the cross above | devotees of devolution. Last night I at- 
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@hildron’s (Serna. 


Sa 


Jdited, by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for thts Corner should be sent. 


* "Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


A Reminiscence. 


Long years ago, in joyous childhood’s prime, 

To go to Sunday-school in summer time, 

My mother made me brand new coat, and breeches 
Cut out of calico, and full of midnight stitches, 
Sewed ruffle on the front and neck with thread, 
And curled a royal top-knot on my head. 


I got a ticket for my good behavior, 

In traveling on the way to see the Savior, 

To whom I frequently addressed a prayer, 
For I was very anxious to get there, 

And hear the angels play upon their harps 
Sweet anthems, without using flats or sharps. 


Our antique schoolhouse stood upon a bank, 

Near where the river birches grew quite rank, 

Which by the pedagogs were made to tell, 

When'er we missed a word we couldn't spell, 

And other times they welted us right well, 

As though they had been devils and we imps in 
hell, 


The structure was &n octagon of stone, 
With chimney out the summit of the cone, 
And served some generations ere my day; 
What was its age I'll not attempt to say, 
But I hav seen it in a year or 80, 

And ’twas the same as forty years ago. 


The mind is fraught with recollections dear, 

Whenever kind remembrance wanders here, 

And lingers on those youthful scenes afar, 

Back in New Jersey on the Delaware, 

Three miles below the famous Water Gap, 

Where I first learned to use the name of “ pap.” 
J. J BURDGE. 


—— 9— 


The Liberal Correspondence Club. 


Miss Wixon, my respected friend, . 

To you I this poema send 

That young I'reethinkers all may hear 

Of names sent in from far and near 
'To join our Correspondence Club. 


With brightest hopes for great success, 
We ask all others—not one less— 
Who deem it right, to send their name— 
And gladly we'll receive the same— 

To join the Correspondence Club. 


This Club’s design is to promote 

Study of heroes—near, remote— 

And thus to learn how they endured— 

Denounced the false, the good procured. 
So join our Correspondence Club. 


Acquaintance also would we make, 
One of another’s thought partake; 
And since thought strengthens thought 
you know, 
We each in wisdom strong would grow. 
So join our Correspondence Club. 


And now, in closing, I will say 
Please send your name without delay, 
Then officers we'll quickly choose 
And precious moments never lose 
Yo form our Oorrespondencé Club. 
West Sutton, Mass.. Lucy W. PHELPS. 


<> 


The Course of a Life. 
[CONCLUDED. ] 

**Granting that space is infinit, that 
the earth was a molten mass, cooled down 
by a process—how could the earth hav 
been created if it had to grow, as it were? 
As our first chapter of Genesis tells us, 
the earth was made or created, and all the 
things thereon. Therefore, nothing could 
hav grown, only what was born after, and 
the trees and the grass. But geology 
says, in the depth of the earth there are 
what may be called fossil remains of ani- 
mals that do not exist now, and which 
must hav existed over a hundred thousand 
years ago, perhaps a million, or even more. 
Then, how can we make the Bible's six 
thousand years coincide with this? I 
do not see how. Again, if the earth 
evolved, as they say, what need was there 
of God? And another thing, who made 
God? He could not make himself any 
more than youcould. Ihav been reading 
a book loaned to me by my friend, an 
Atheist, which says the idea of God was 
originated by man as explaining the mys- 
teries or phenomena which surrounded 
him. If this be true, where is the use in 
believing in God?” 

** Percy,” I said, **you are simply an in- 
nocent fool, allowing yourself to be played 
into the hands of & most despicable wretch, 
who would rob us of our dearest hopes, 
and giv us not anything in return fo 
them.” f 

‘ Nay, there you are wrong. I said the 
same thing to him. But he answered, 
‘We do giv you something in return. We 
giv you nature to worship in place of your 
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God. We will giv you a code of morals 
founded on experience and observation in- 
stead of sentiment—a sickly one at that. 
We will giv you in place of your Bible the 
book of nature, wherein are recorded the 
truths which science has revealed to us, 
taken from the heavens and the earth. 
And instead of using your churches as 
places of worship, we will turn them into 
school-houses. This and more we will giv 
you.’ This is what he said. And now, 
Reginald, I will now write out my resig- 
nation, and return to my home, and try 
to preach to my fellow-men real truth, 
and to alleviate their suffering in a better 
and more beneficent way. The past few 
months I hav spoken in my pulpit, I felt 
like a sinner and a hypocrit, and this is 
the course of action I intend to pursue." 

**Tdiot! fool! What will the people say 
when they hear this?" I savagely said, 
pacing the room with immense strides. 

“I can’t help what the people say, 
Reginald. If my conscience tells me I'm 
doing right I am not going to ask other 
people if their conseiences think the same 
as mine. That would be utter folly. An- 
other thing, the history of the Middle 
Ages appears to me in a new light, and the 
charity and spirit of tolerance manifested 
by our so-called Christians has struck me 
as heing unchristian-like in the extreme,” 

Thus ended our talk. He sent in his 
resignation and earned the abuse of his 
congregation. Rich as he was, and with 
all means available to enjoy himself, he 
was not allowed a minute’s peace. His 
former Christian friends conspired against 
his life and hired two assassins to butcher 
him. The congregation that once admired 
him was now full of the most bitter hatred 
and reproach toward him. 

The violence which I feared would hap- 
pen to him came, alas! too soon. One 
morning a letter arrived in my mail from 
his young wife, telling me that he had 
been cruelly murdered and cut to pieces 
as he was coming home one night. Later 
I heard that, from the way the body was 
found, he must hav been brained from 
behind and over & dozen knife wounds 
were found on his body. The perpetrat- 
ors of the deed left no clue, but one of 
them afterward confessed his part of the 
deed, was tried and hanged. 

When I noticed the look of joy on most 
of the faces of his former congregation I 
concluded that, if this is what a person 
must expect to get in trying to carry out 
his convictions and be a man, I would re- 
sign from the ministry and emigrate to 
America, where I could with safety in- 
vestigate the truth for myself. I did so, 


and hav since led a peaceful life as aj 


Liberal; and if there be a life beyond the 

grave, I hope, when my turn comes, to 

meet my friend there, for he was a true 

man. Epwarp Dosson, 
SS ge 


Correspondence. 


PAWNEE, OKLA., Jan. 4, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: This is my first at- 
tempt to write to the Children's Corner. I 
hav seen a good many letters in the Cor- 
ner, but I hav not seen any from Okla- 
homa; sol thought I would write a few 
lines. : 

Ihav three brothers, but no sisters, as 
my only sister died six years ago the 8th 
of this month. I will be fourteen the 
18th of next month. Ido not go to school, 
as there is none here yet. My oldest 
brother has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
three or four years. I will close now, 
hoping this will escape the wastebasket. 

I remain your Liberal friend, 

Ester Harris. 


[A Kiss goes to Esther over the Moun- 
tains to Oklahoma, and best wishes also 
from the Editor of C. C.] 


STAPLETON, S. I., Jan. 6, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: As I was reading 
the Children’s Corner, I thought it was 
my chance to write again. I never saw a 
letter in the Corner from Staten Island, 
and by thatI think there are not many 
Freethinkers here. But this island where 
I liv is a beautiful little place. In the 
spring, when going to the woods, every- 
thing looks so fresh and green, and the 
merry little birds singing their ‘‘ tweet 
tweet,” the beautiful, towering trees, 
spreading forth their branches, that 
everything seems to beckon us to go and 
see Nature's garden. And in the. winter 
when old ‘‘Jack Frost” comes, we all go 
coasting and skating, and such merry 
times as we hav! But still it takes only 
twenty minutes to cross New York bay, 
and we are in the largest cityin the United 


States. And oh! such stores, and such 
beautiful things as they keep, especially 
around Christmas time. : 3 
One more thing whichI wish to say is, 
that among many beautiful Christmas 
presents, I also received ‘‘ All in a Life- 
time," which, as I hav read it through, 
I think is beautiful. Fearing that Iam 
using too much valuable space, I will close. 
‘Remaining yours as ever, 
Ersw L. SIEDEL. 


[We are glad there is some one to keep 
the flag of Freethought flying in Staple- 
ton. Elsie will always be welcome in the 
Corner.—Ep. C. ©.] 


E:sr Jorpan, Mion., Jan. 7, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. 

I am a little girl, nearly seven years old. 
My father takes Toe TRUTH SEEKER, and 
Ilike to read the little letters very much. 
He is in California now. But mamma 
sends him Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 

I go to school every day, and my teach- 
er’s name is Mrs. Pope, and I like her. I 
study reading, writing, spelling, and 
arithmetic. I liv in a town of about fifteen 
hundred inhabitants. There are six 
churches here, but I don't go to.any, nor 
Sunday school. I hav two sisters and one 
brother, all younger than myself. 

' ^| [remain your Liberal friend, 
Ruz G. STEWART. 


[A fine letter from a girl not seven years 
old. Itshows how bright she is; a little 
jewel of Freethought.—Ep. C. C.] i 


Lone Lake, Minn., Jan. 9, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first at- 
tempt to write to the Corner. We take 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and like it very much; 
we would not know how to get along with- 
out it. 

Iam going to school now, and like to 
go; I started to-day. We hav a good 
teacher; his name is Mr. Glasby; he is 
very religious. There are quite a number 
of Freethinkers here, but they are afraid 
to say so, There is only one church in 
Long Lake, and it is a small one at that. 
We never had a good Freethought lecture 
here. I think to hav one would open the 
eyes of many half-blind Freethinkers, 

There are two feet of snow here, and it 
is very cold, sometimes running as low as 
forty deg. below zero. 

I las Been laid up for six weeks with a 
sore foot; I cut myself in the right ankle. 
We had the doctor three times, and had a 
hard time of it besides. ; 

We hav three of your books—‘‘ The 
Story Hour," ** Apples of Gold," and ‘ All 
In a Lifetime "—and like them very much. 

This being my first letter to the Corner, 
I think I will close before it gets too long. 

I remain your Freethinker friend, 

Frang WOLSFELD. 


[We are sorry for your misfortune 
Frank, and hope your foot will soon be 
well.—Ep. C. C.] 


Mansa, IDA., Jan. 18, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I thought I would | 
write to the Corner again. The gentleman ! 
Iam living with is called a crank, and I 
don’t know any other reason unless it is be- 
cause be has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER and 
Investigator so long and also various other 
reading matter, There area good many 
Christians around here and it made some , 
kick because the singing school was open 
on Sunday evenings; it is all bigotry to 
not even leave school open for those who 
would go. The teacher was very sensible, | 
for he did not go a cent on Sunday laws. | 
Therefore, in other communities he taught 
Sunday afternoons and evenings, as 
there were not so many Christians and 
moreover they were not so particular. 1 
sent for your ''Story Hour" and re-| 
ceived it a few weeks ago and enjoy read- 
ing it very much. I would like some of 
the correspondents to write to me and I 
would gladly answer their letters. i 

Now I wil tell you something about. 
placer mining. The water is first brought | 
from different gulches to a reservoir in 
ditchesand held over night. In the morn- | 
ing a head of water, just what is needed, 
is turned on and carried around a hill in a 
ditch till itis from about 100 to 200 feet 
above where the mining is to be done. | 
The water is carried from what is called the 
penstock, where it enters the iron pipe 
which is from six to ten inches in diameter. 
Water enough should be turne 
to fill the pipe from the nozzle, ^or chief, as 
it is called, to the penstock. The chief 
works up and down and from side to side, 
so that the stream will cut where you want 
it to. The water being forced down 
through the pipe is called hydraulic pres- | 
sure. The gravel is washed away in a race, 
as itis called; this is set down far enough 
so that the water cannot get out on either 
side. The gravelis then washed into boxes 


with 2x4 scantlings in the bottom about an | 


inch apart, and between these is quick- 


silver, which is to catch the gold. After | 


the quicksilver and gold mix they are 
called amalgam. The only way to sepa- 
rate them is to put them into an iron bowl 
or retort as it is called, with a tight cover 


through . ` 


| @ lion Dollars worth in daily use. 


and a spout leading from this into a gold 
pan.: The mouth of this spout should be 
under water, if not the quick-silver before 
in water would salivate a person. Yes, I 
forgot, this retort must be in the forge but 
not kept too hot, the spout being kept cool 
with a wet cloth. When the quick-silver 
is out the spout gets cooler itself and the 
gold is ready to take out. It is not à good 
plan for a poor man to see much of this, for 
he will be in pursuit of it himself. When 
the gold is in that state it is ready for coin- 
ing. I will close hoping to see thisin print 
ifyouthinkitworthy. Your liberal friend, 
AnwETAS E. Benom, 

P. S.—In my given name you had n in- 
stead of m, and o instead of a, and in my 
sir name you had a@instead of o. This was 
my mistake, I suppose, made by fast writ- 
ing. A. E. B. 

[A good description of placer mining, 
Cranks are very often the best people in 
the world.—Ep. C. C.J 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations sve- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. ; 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. : 

Abraham Liucoln: Was He a Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 5 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
harod: By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 95 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Yesigned by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of Tae. TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. : 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings, Paper, 25 centa. A 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
qua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the, Promotion of 


Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. . 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide- to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents: cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By: Helen 


H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. , 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, 2; leather, $3. 

The Church aud Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- - 

ists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 

Paper, 25 cents. 


IN PRESS. \ 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought, 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, - 
elegant binding, over one hundred por- 
traits, $5. 


Deutfche Hrevdenker-Biicher. 


Wir haben folgende Biidher in 
beutidjer Sprache, welche fehr bevithmt find : 
,, Sie Jrrthiimer Mofes,” 
Eine fritifche Beleuchtung bes Pentateuch tm 
Sicht der modernen lOeftan- 


fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib nnd ihre Stellung zur 
Religion nnd Kirhe am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
pon Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gitterdimmernng, ^ 
von Gol. R. G. Sugerjoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


„Wunder nnd Wunderthiter, 
pon Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Gíaube und Vernunft, 
ober LE BON SENS, 
des römifd-fatolifhen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Ans dem Frangzofifden überfet5t von 
Fräulein 9Inna Knoop. 
501 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umfdhlag und 
flarem Druck. Unfere dent{chen Lefer 
follten fte weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


CET CTT | 
A CRAND DISCOV ERY'S 


WANTED—A live man or woman in every 


county where we have not already secured 2 


representative to sell our "Nevada Silver 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumers; a solid metal whiteas silver; no plate to 
wear off; goods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth thet of silver; the chance of a life- 
time ; agents average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales_everywhere, so great is the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 
Case of samples 


Free. Adéress Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 
is iy ts, ais 
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Pleasure and Progress. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


1 i e It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 

The Patya a roie si i ede Qua Non ot Intellectual, Moral, and Social given—poetio, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
evelopment, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the - the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 

Dnty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. sll in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


L—Prueasune: Obap. L-8 , S RIENIE. . ILLUSTRATED. 
.—PLE : Ohap. I.—i . . IL— A - D . 
Boor I.—Pynaspe: Obap. [--Sontces of Pleasure. Ona hap: Material Pleasures. Kec M A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around 


Barbarian and the Civilized.. Chap. VI — Genesis of religions. Chap. VIL—Christianity. | ad the stay-at-home to see where he went. — . 
Boox IL—IwTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap, L—Purpose of life. Chap, II -Material Pleasures. A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 


Ideal Pleasures: Oharacter. Ohap. Vi.—Social Pleasures. Chap. vu Beason. | Cha Do: | lance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


potism. 
III.—MoRAL DEYELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. IL— i : : : : 
Boos i^ pep. IU. Material Pleasures; Hofnemont. Oban TY tact Blomus Erudonee. | Single copy, 25 cents, Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ap. 
hap. V.—Ideal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VL— Social Pleasures. Chap. ViL,— Vice 


Boox IV.—SoociaL DEVELOPMENT: Ühap. L—Progress. Oaap. IL. Protection, italism, ` 3 ; à 
Socialism: Respestivly an Actual, an Imminent, anda Proposed Vicintion idad h O I Y ) a S pP a l n e : S W O r K S 
Sovereignty. Ohap. III —Condition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Public Schools, the 5 
Mene; onec Tokel of Socialism, Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. Vl.—Our 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have d b 
men Who arein every way qualified as judges of books: P i been rend ered 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with 
out mu*h thought whether the ice is thin or not. It answers the greatest question What is the 
ug, object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cause and motive of progress? 
—by one word, Pleasure !— Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 

He sharply attacks, also, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out by the facts, and his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—Wew York Commercial Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with words for lack of 
knowledge. _ The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth, We do not see how anyone can read this book and disagree with the leading propositions. 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It isa work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
The book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 
its bold, honest sayings —L K. Washburn. : _ 

‘Here we have pnilosophy up to date, the advance word of the progressive thinker; nota dry, 
abstruse discourse, but a common-sense essay in plain words upon the conduct of life, and a!l illus- 
trated with such an abundance of anecdote and metaphor. as add real entertainment to solid in- 
struction. This isan important book, striking at superstition and unreasonable tradition, and up- 
holding individual liberty in defiance of governmental law and social custom. After reading this 
book one feels that the author will never be able to write another, for he has put all his life and 
knowledge into thisone. Every page bristles with points; there is no padding or filling in, no mere 
literary embellishment; but clean-cut apothegms abound, and every line is dictated by nard-headed 
common-sensé.— Capt. Robi. O. Adams. ae d 


Age of Reason. Pap., 45o.: 
6 copies for $1; clo., 50c. 2 

Age of Reason and Examina 
fon of the Prophecies. 
Pap., 40c.; clo., 75c- 

A yostle of Politieal and Re- 
iglous Liberty, (Life.) Bs 
J. E. Remsburg. Portrait. Pap.. 
b0c.? clo., 750. : A 

Common Sense, Written ix 


1776. 100. | : 

Crisis. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap., 40¢.; clo., 750. 

Great Works. 8vo. 800 pp.. 
clo., $3; leather, $4; moroccs, 

ilt edges, $4.50. 

Life of, By J. E. Remsburg 
Port. Pap., 50c. 

Life of, With Remarks ot 
Comto and, Rousseau. y 0 
Blanchard. Pap., 400.; clo., with 
portrait, 602. 

Life of. With Explanatory 
Observations. By G. Vale. Por 


trait. gi. 

Lithograph of, Heavy plate 
paper, 22x28, $1. 

Political and Religious Re» 
former. By B. F. Under 
wood. 100. . 

Political Works: ''Common 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


“Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel. 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, £0 cents. 


Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER co., 28 Lafayette PL, New York N. Y. 


——THE-—. ense p. Crisis, Rights of 
Rights of Man. Answer to 
| Burke's Attack on French Revo- 
i : ution. Pap.,400.; clo., 780. 
T l Testimonials to His Merits. 


Compiled by J. N. Moreau. 10c. 

Theological Works: ‘‘Age of 
Reason,” Examination of Propk - 
ecies,” etc., with Life of Paine 
and steel port. 


SHOWING 


TAR ABSURDITY AND EUM indication of, ‘Reply toN. Y. 
NEAS OF THE OHUROR'S CLAD | Vieesrens A 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- Address The Truth Seeker Company. 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHUROH AND 
STATE, THIRD EDITION. 


18 Full-Page BIBLE MYTHS, 


i Illustrations. AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 
7 WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF i BEING A l 
F. ‘A C TS : Comparison of the Cig dug Ner Porra Nas ana Miracles with those 
, of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 
HIS TOR Y, ÇONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 


WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


70 MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
DESIGN: ‘ATSON HESTON, 
DESIGNA PY WAFRON, OP ^ 
THE DESIGNER. 


The Illustrations are classifled as follows: 
16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests 2 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work. 


i $ se Missionaries. . 
E] $ Meee ne the Egople i m The Lord's Instruments. 
giving 4 

6 ie Sabbath Laws. 25 $ Bible. p ootrines ana Thoir Results, 

14 s Ohildren and the Church. 1 je vhu Cee * 

$^ moman and the Ghureh. Pai 3 -— usted the Oburch 

e Church an omas Paine. : Huron. z a 

4 xi Studies in Natural History. a e Chureh’s Idea of Civilization. [Heathen Lilustration of the Temptation.) 

3 T The Bible and Science. 1 : The Uses of the Cross. the Ghuxch. g 

15 ^ Phe Clergy and Their Flocks. 4 Unkind Reflections on the Chur The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 

1 Piety in Our Penitentiaries. 9 a Persecutions of the Church. C , 

4 “ The Atonement Scheme. 2 €" Some Allegories. Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 

1 es 

d. Ve ' -gne Lord and Bae Orme: 3 7 pgo and Mashyana, bade them **to be humble of heart;to observe 

10 “ The Creeds. 7  " Miscellaneous. the law ; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, z 

i Christians and Mohammedans. pure in their actions." But an evil demon came to them in 
toro A, most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothin jike it has over = the form of a Serpent, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
ished. Wo aust give the Truth Seeker Company tho credit of putting the book In the reach of all. and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 
At twice the price 1t would have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait painter and de immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
ATT vai ee eee dnd wa judge rom oe ne [ffreethinkers Magazine. and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 

M A Liberalist: Ho haa dedicated his genius tà quently they feli, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 

Freethought. and Gas eae POE ul aad aoble werk top tho cause ofright and truth. But the pict- which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
ares do not make up the whole of this yolume. There ere nearlytwo hundred pages of reading themselves in their skins. 
matter that serve first as explanations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter : Par 
falsity of the church’s professions and the hypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the BIBLE Myrus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 

ok is one of the best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put -n the to 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. Story. 


1 Yol Svo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.00. 


1 : 3 lot 2.50. 
Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $ Bit postpaid! yin aera SERRES: 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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N ew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Woman: Four CmwTURIES OF PROGRESS. 
A Lecture Delivered at the Freethink- 
ers’ International Congress, Chicago, 
October, 1893. By Susan H. Wixon. 10c. 
This is a capital summary of woman's 

history and present status, showing her 

former slavery and degradation and her 
rapidly progressing emancipation. It is 

full of. salient facts, and is written in a 

lively style. It should hav a wide circu- 

Jation among both women and men, as it 

is ealeulated to enlighten them both, and 

shows that ‘‘ Freethought has always been 
the best friend woman had," and that 
her ‘‘condition decides that of the race.” 

"There are few pamphlets of thirty-four 

pages that contain more facts and_ points 

of value on the woman question, and it will 
be of great service for handy reference to 
those who wish to be well posted on this 
theme that is now becoming so prominent. 

Tug Giant Derosion. By Otto Wettstein. 
Price, 10 cents. 

This is a good, hard-headed Material- 
istic onslaught upon Christianity and Spir- 
itualism, and consists of blows straight 
from the shoulder, backed by a keen logic 
that it will be hard to refute. It is a paper 
read before the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893, and 
contains some quite original arguments 
and new forms of presenting old opinions 
with reference to the question of immor- 
tality. It preaches the gospel of Secular- 
ism and advocates having a good time 
here and now. Those who wish for a 
powerful, terse advocacy of Materialism 
will find it here in handy and useful form 
for distribution. 


THuMBSOREW AND Rack. By Geo. E, 

Macdonald. Price, 10 cents. 

Of all the horrors this caps the climax! 
A sure prescription for nightmare, and a 
certain destroyer of all belief in the tender 
mercies of the Christian church. It is 
well to endure the revelation of past atroc- 
ity to realize what Christianity might do 
if it again had the power. Its perusal 
will help the reader to resolve to resist 
every encroachment upon liberty made in 
the name of God, for it shows what cruelty 
even good men can inflict when they be- 
come godly men. The author has ren- 
dered a service in making this collection 
of illustrations of the instruments of tort- 
ure, and by explaining them in his pecul- 
iarly pungent style. Every Liberal needs 
this book in his armory among the weap- 
ons for attack. 

Tan BIBLE INQUIRER. 

Price, 10 cents. 

For a long time to come it will be neces- 
sary to prove to the Sunday-school bred 
Christian that the Bible is not the word of 
God. For this purpose the collection of 
questions contained in this pamphlet, with 
answers solely in the words of ‘‘ holy 
writ," is a most admirable means. There 
is no getting away from the Bible’s testi- 
mony about itself, and the best way to se- 
eure Freethinkers is to make Christians 
study the Bible. The fact that this work 
has reached its fourth edition shows that 
it has been found useful. There is no bet- 
ter book to use as an entering wedge for 
doubt with the thick-and-thin believer who 
cannot be reached on the plane of reason 
or the ** higher criticism." 

Rost, C, ADAMS. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in acase 
of this kind, and will be a model forthe Barso 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian par 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Obristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TBUTH REEKEB 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book is just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
eftect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
notareal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


By A. Jacobson. 


UEMAND POND'S 
EXTRACT. - AVOID 
ALL IMITATIONS. 


FOR 
IALL PAIN 
Rheumatism 
Feminine 
Complaints 
Lameness 


: T Soreness . | Part II. Rosenrches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
Wo un ds Part IIT. Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


Bruises senos 


Part Ive Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap. 
PER. 
Catarrh 


BUFF WRAP is 
Burns 


US Piles 
POND' 
EXTRACT 


It will Cure. 
POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


AOOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper. 50 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 


By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN, Price 25 sents. 


Ese THUMBSCREW AND RACK 


10 Cts 
PER COPY 


12 COPIES GE 
$7.00 “ 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy Iuquisition, 

THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Oollar,the Rack, the Iron Orown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks, 
the Heretic Oitcher. the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag) Tron Masks recommended 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and, Burning on the Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date. the Execution Bell, etc. 

*' T used to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, *' how our fathers persecuted mankind Bat I 
never appreciatedit. Lreadit. butit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the infamies that have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments that 
Christians used.” T ( 

Price, 10 Cents per Copy. =~ = 12 Copies for $1.00 ` 
BUY A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCATLIER THEM AMONG YOUR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 
Address THE :RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


'The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTICATION ; 
CONTAINING 148 PRUPOSIT.ONS. 


With References to the most Plain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
eriptures. Including Questions Answered Affirmatively and Nezatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. _ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 2% Lafayette Place, New York City. 


RELIGION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Jot for Parsons, 


Lirtiz DavamrER: ‘‘Didn’t the minig- 
ter say that there had been a great falling 
off in the attendance at church, lately?” 
Mother: ‘‘ Yes, he did." Little daughter: 
**'here doesn’t anything stay in fashion 
long, does it?”—Street & Smith’s Good 

ews. 


** À FASOINATING profession yours," sim- 
pered & popular preacher, to & lawyer in 
large practice, ‘‘a very fascinating pro. 
fession.” ‘‘ Yours is better," replied the 
man of law, somewhat gruffly. ‘‘ Why do 
you say. so?” asked the reverend gentle. 
man. ‘‘The opposit party hasn't got any 
right of reply." ! 


Reserches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE . 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition. 
Part l.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


“FAC-SIMILE OF 
BOTTLE WITH 


Press Notices, 


The style is forcible and terse. the reasoning 
good, and as the facts upon which the argument 
is based arelargely Christian, our theological 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them.— Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.—Progressive 
Thinker. ` 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
half«price—380. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


„A Leaflet showing th the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found oharities is a falsehood. Itought tc 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price, 
5 cents; 60 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Mamma: ‘‘What hav you been doing, 
Eddie?” ..Eddie: '*'I'se been baptizing 
Eva’s doll.” Mamma: ''Well did you 
repeat the ceremony ?” Eddie: **Yes'm," 
Mamma: ‘‘ What did you say?” Eddie: 
“I baptized her once, and I asked her if 
she felt any better; she said nothing, an’ 
I baptized her again."— Literary Digest. 


A. SrERLING Morton tells this story: 
The Good Pastor—''I noticed that you 
looked pleased when I denounced certain 
members of our congregation for visiting 
bad places, deacon, but I could not under- 
stand why you threw up your hand in such 
a peculiar way, and slapped your knee." 
The Deacon: ‘‘ Oh, that was because you 
reminded me of where I left my umbrella.” 
—Judge. 


“How did Mistah Jackson come out 
wif 'is trouble wif de deacons?”  ** Does 
you hab ref’rence to de trial dat de hen- 
house ’currence gave rise to?" ‘* Dat’s 
what I means.”  ''He's reinstated in 
membership, he is." ‘‘ Golly! I thought 
it were a clah case.” ‘‘No’n deedy. What 
dey charged ’m wid wus chickens, an’ dey 
couldn’t prove nuffin’ but tuhkeys.”— 
Washington Star. 


By GEO. E. 
| MACDONALD. 


Priest: ‘‘But you must remember, 
Mr. O’Hoolahan, that when you giv me 
money, you are but laying up a treasure in 
heaven.” Mrs. O'Hoolahan: ‘‘ A threasure 
in heaven, is it? Indade! Well, divila 
cent will you git from me agin. As long 
as Boss Corrigan, Boss Croker, Boss dis 
fellar an’ dat, wid de Foleys an’ de Ra- 
: pans, stan’ a chance of bein’ sint to heaven 

efore I do, divil a show would I git at de 
treashure, at all, at all.” 


Tux following conversation took. place 
between two Highlandmen rounding the 
Mull of Kintyre: ‘‘Keep her heat up 
Tunean, keep her heat up, man; we'll 
maype be able to make Campbeltown or 
Carradale yet before daylicht goes oot.” 
Duncan: ‘‘ Keep your own heat up, Tonald, 
and not sit in the bows there greeting like 
a bubbly jock. If we getto Campbeltown 
I doot itll be by crawling alang the bot- 
tom. Och, och, this is what I got b 
sailin’ wi’ a whisky cask like you aboard; 
O Lord, I wush it wass yesterday.” 
Donald: ‘‘ Och, och, this is what I got by 
sailin’ wi’ twa whisky casks like you 
aboard; O Lord, I wush it was the day be- 
fore yesterday." Duncan: ‘‘Stop fetchin’; 
we're maist doon. Tonald, you might 
pray." Donald: ‘* Yes, O michty for gra- 
cious Lord, Tunean’s an aufu feet; he stole 
Macquillim’s nets and hens, an’ promised 
me the hauf, but niffer did I get a broon 
papee. It’s twenty years since I socht a 
favor from you, an’ if you'll tak’ us safe 
intae Campbeltown it'll be as lang again 
afore I'll ask anither.”—Coast Seamen’s 
Journal. 


Aw eminent New York divine, in the 
course of an address at a fraternity dinner 
recently, told this story. Said he: ''I met 
a Brooklyn friend of mine a few days ago, 
and as he appeared to be feeling in an un- 
usually exuberant frame of mind, I asked 
him why. He replied that he was happy 
because he had done three good actions 
-the day before. He had met a poor woman 
on the street. The woman held a sickly- 
looking child in her arms and she was 
weeping. Inquiry showed that she was’ 
weeping because she was convinced that 
her child was dying and unbaptized. 
*But,' said the Brooklyn man, ‘why do 
you not hav the child baptized?’ * Be- 
cause I hav no money, and the fee for 
baptism is $1,’ said the woman. Where- 
upon the good Samaritan handed the 
woman a $10 bill, gave her his address so 
that she could bring back the change— 
which she did return—and went his way. 
* That is one good action,’ said the doctor. 
‘ Now for the other two.’ ‘Oh,’ observed 
the Brooklyn man, ‘they are all three in 
that one, First, I relieved the sorrows of 
a weeping woman; second, I assured the 
child of eternal salvation; and third—’ 
Here he hesitated. ‘Yes?’ said the doctor. 
‘t What was the third?’ ‘ Well, said the 
Brooklyn man, ‘the third was that I got 
rid of that vile counterfeit $10 bill I had 
been carrying for more than a year.'"— 
Hditor’s Drawer, in Harper's Magazine. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Religion, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. s 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have never before been putin 
book forme Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Libert and Thomas Paine; & poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shue the Door (à poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 

. The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
ybich rampe and fetters ‘tho Mind, a ms people of this comm uy. It should be distributed widely. 

as beg ighest terms as it appeared in T. EKE hope 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. ` TRUTH BALEEN aid we hope cveny 


Price % cents; Five coptes for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 10, 1894. 


159 


Gems of 9o AougAt. 


No man should be reverent at the ex- 
pense of his reason. 


Tue fate of nations is determined by the 
deeds of men.—Znvestigator. 


Progress is the natural form of perpetual 
motion.—Katharine Mabley Corbett. 


Iwounp willingly say of the metaphy- 
siciang what Scaliger said of the Basques— 
“Jt is said that they understood each 
other, but I don’t believe it.”—Chamtort 
and Vauvenargues. 


Tax credit given to popular traditions, 
and the fictions substituted for truth, and 
these two errors being accredited in en- 
suing ages— these are the cause of that 
obscurity in which the most important 
facts are veiled.— Tacitus. 


Wun demagogs need more money 
than they are taking in they proceed to 
excite the prejadices of one class of the 
people against anotuer class, and then to 
satisfy this prejudice by the penalties of 
increased taxation.— Galveston News. 


Tux law: framed to protect religion were 
based on a superstitious belief that an of- 
fender of the gods might bring down their 
wrath on the whole community; those laws 
survive in all laws for the punishment of 
individual immorality, and in the related 
laws against immoral literature. -The 
pious laws did not benefit the gods, but 
did retard religious progress by punishing 
new ideas as blasphemy; that the moral 
statutes equally retard ethical progress ap- 
pears to me equally certain.—Moncure D. 
Conway. 


Reatism worships at the shrine of nat- 
ure. It does not say that there may not 
be a sphère in which beings higher than 
man can liv, or that some time an eye may 
not rest upon & fairer sunset than was ever 
born behind the clouds and sea; but it 
knows that through countless ages nature 
has slowly fitted the brain and eye of man 
tothe earth on which we liv and the ob- 
jects that we see, and the perfect earthly 
eye must harmonize with the perfect 
earthly scene. To say that realism is 
coarse and vulgar is to declare against 
nature and her works, and to assert that 
the man she made may dream of things 
higher and grander than nature could un- 
fold.—C. S. Darrow. ; 


TuERe are thousands of men and women, 
fathers and mothers, who repudiate with 
their whole hearts the creeds of supersti- 
tion, and still allow their children to be 
taught these lies. They allow their imag- 
inations to be poisoned with the dogma of 
eternal pain. They allow arrogant and ig- 
norant parsons, meek and foolish teachers, 
to sow the seeds of barbarism in the minds 
of their children—seeds that will fill their 
lives with fear and pain. Fathers and 
mothers should do their utmost to make 
their children free. They should teach 
them to doubt, to investigate, to inquire; 
and every father and mother should know 
that, by the cradle of every child, as by 
the cradle of the infant Hercules, crawls 
Rd serpent of superstition.—R. G. Inger- 
soll, 3 


THE last appeal of conservatism is al- 
ways to the historic sense. Any daring in- 
novation or startling progress is solemnly 
summoned to confront the past, and a pe- 
tition is sent up to be respectful to ‘“his- 
torio continuity.” But the surprising 
thing is that it is the radical and not the 
conservativ who really conserves the past. 
As a matter of fact, it is the man with a 
forward look who lovingly turns his face 
backward to see what there is in the ex- 
perience of the race to warrant his posi- 
lion. The autumn leaf painted in dying 
glories prates of historic relations, and 
pleads for continuity, but the new bud 
that is pushing its way at the base of this 
petition draws its nóurishment from the 
living past, and is so strong in the con- 
E that it is too busy to talk of creeds. 
— Unity. : 


Ir is not certain that. the immediate 
futu:e will hav the light. Credulity is 
deep rooted. Socialism may bring, with 
the complicity of Catholicism, a new Mid- 
dle Age barbarian church, an eclips of 
liberty, of individuality, in a word of civil- 
ization. But the ulterior future is eure. 
The future definitivly will no longer be- 
lieve in the supernatural, for the super- 
natural is not true, and all that is not true 
is condemned to die. Nothing lasts like 
the truth. This poor truth appears pretty 
well abandoned, served as it is by an im- 
perceptible minority. Be tranquil. It 
wil triumph. Judaism and Christianity 
will disappear. Jewish work will end, but 
Greek work—that is, science, rational and 
experimental—civilization without char- 
latanism, wi hout revelation, founded on 
reason and liberty, will, on the contrary, 
go on forever. The trace of Israel, how- 
ever, will be eternal.— Renan. 


| Old ‘Testament Stories | 


Comiically Illustrated. 


IT WILL 
MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Seme Giants, : 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

Bsaac and His “Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


A 


By WATSON HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Koy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 


A00 rases. 200 


m WILL 
CORNER 
THÉ 
PARSON. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifres. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $$1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO: 


FREE secre, umorem OLD CONS (THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 


i p PaL s d Ua d > 
m1 Clerk 17,832 Exchange Building, Boston, Mass, 


Truth Seeker Library. | 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 


Issuzs or 1891.—$8. 
E 
ods. "Helen H. Gar- 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.... 
en, Women, and 


dener,.......-e- eee e errem ARR aisi 50 
The Ago of Reason. Thomas Paine. illus- š 
ATs OEREN E 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- RS 
nett. .......... sariso pernis te date aii aoig 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck.. 20 
Th 40 
25 
C. A 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- x 
MAINS 0:5 rosis E cows sss s 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. '| ongshore.......... ev, 50 
Issues oF 1892,— $3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. Q. W. Foote.......... "TEE 
Rights gt Man. Thomas Paine. Illustr: io 
D ysis, icscececustesecsescsdidecs ses dace e.. 

Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
pit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 

,, GOMOD ...ossonesnenserosecsecsenes 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. 25 

Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk. 

Pocket Theology.  Voltaire........ S85 

Why Dont God Xil the Devil? M. Bab- E 
wa COOKpsssse.secenosenorssaasososenoassoasooe 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
Walt Whitman, With Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll....... 25 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
OGLOE ii. cese o auus ska reus wUKe ER UA qe « 26 
Oandile From Under the Bushel. 


Wm. A. i 

aP. eesosas oo ftf —— 40 

The Holy Bible Abridged................... e. 80 
False aims of the Church. John E. 


Remsburg...............-. eene 
Issues or 1898.—$3. 

Thomas. Paine Vindicated. Ool Robert 
G. Ingersoll................. re exIse|s 15 


Se. 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
283 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 


By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of ita principles. 


Price, $2.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEXER. 


| Fu 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Ohrist and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very pleiu statements, in very un- 


` varnished language, ind the Unmasking is com- 


“plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Oatholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 76 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residenop of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maris Monk was "no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other tban the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 

ears & confessing priest. A revelation of the 
Heentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, andinfanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
thatif the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments; Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “ Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the " Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest againstand an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in liceutions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth 
and to the freedom of thought, speech an 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey, Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land, Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price. paper, 1€ cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that oonvents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


Price, pa: 10 cents. 
| paper ME CRULA SEEKER OU, 
2% Lafayette Place, New York Ulty. 


ina J{utshel. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Ohristianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulstors of the Chri stian religion in thein- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The ge iarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apolonius 
espec: in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppresned. 

ce, 15 cents. 1 
Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York City 


Wettstein’s : Repair Department. 


Orro WerrtstErN, Rochelle, ILL.. Bro. Matertat- 
ist: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just three and a half 
days from the time it left this station. ; 

twas put into A No.1 shape aud is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business aud will assure you that whon 
I have other work in your line to ba done you 
shall have it. A. E. BurTE. 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. have personally 
managed my repair department for 84 years and 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishment 
until in perfect order and closely regulated, 

PRICE LIST, 


Cleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or thre 
$1 jobs ate 80 vet , 2 
Al Liberal dis- 


e@eee 


l work warranted one year. 
counts to agents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JEWBLER. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


The Freethought Badge, 


The T. li 8 . 
DESIGNER or {RRs a E Pon 


Send for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 
Mention Tax TRUTH BEELER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
By R, B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


Address TuE Trova SEEEER. 


Price, 10 cents. 


sal prices, Views illustrating 
every subjecct for EXHIBITIONS, cto. 

A profitable business for a man with a smulleapital. Also, 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 page Catalogue free. 


MCALLISTER, Mic. Opticians, 49 Nassau St. N.Y e 


“viral LINVIGORATION 


SEXUAL 
guaran by DR. WEST’S NERVE AND BRAIN 


CIE LANTERNS 


Treatment. A Spechie for MENTAL DEPRES- 
SION AND INSOMNIA. No mineral poisons! 
Really worth trying. Mat}. $1.00. Six for $5.00. 
BRADBURY’S PHARMACY, Dept.jz5, 367 Washington 
Street, Boston, Mass. 


cured, & 
booklet will be sent to their for 
ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
M giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
il j plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
important medical digcovery—an Oute 
ward Application—z positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of Buo- 
cea, Address, — pp, p, P, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw thlaadver. Vineland, N.J. 
ED- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 
lows. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOOK, Price, 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 10, 1894. 
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ZEKE AS A SIGN. 
Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye shall know 
that Iam the Lord God. —Ezek. xxiv, 24. : 


Each canvasser for signatures should take two copies of this petition and have both signed ; one to be 
sent to the House and the"other;to'the Senate. All adults, men and women, should sign. 
p Cut this petition! heading out and attach to sheet of paper, ruled as indicated at bottom of this. 
When sheet is fied with names put in an envelope, stamp and address to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayeti, 
Place, New York City, and mail at once. For more blanks send to same address. 


Petition to Congress Asking It to Rej ect the Proposed 
God-in-the-Constitution Amendment. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress Assembled : 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States, do hereby respectfully pray and memorialize your 
Honorable Body to reject the proposed Amendment to the Constitution prepared by the National Reform 
Association and offered in the Senate on Jan. 25th, 1894, by Senator Frye, and in the House on the same day 
by Representative Morse. The proposed Amendment would change the Preamble to the Constitution by the 
insertion of the sentences within quotation marks which follow the words “We, the people of the United 
States,” in the paragraph below : í l 


We, the people of the United States, “devoutly acknowledging the supreme authority and just govern- 
ment of Almighty God in all the affairs of men and nations; grateful to him for our civil and religious lib- 
erty, and encouraged by the assurances of his Word to invoke his guidance, as a Christian nation, according 
to his appointed way, through Jesus Christ,” ete. 

We ask the rejection of this proposed amendment for the following reasons : 

1. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 

2. That the rights of all classes of citizens may be conserved and perpetuated. It is manifest that 
the adoption of such an Amendment to the Constitution would be, in fact, the incorporation of certain relig- 
ious and sectarian dogmas in the fundamental law of the land, Such recognition of religious dogmas in the 
civil law was very carefully gnarded against by the wise founders of the Republic, both in the Constitution 
as originally adopted and in the First Amendment thereto. 

3. As the Constitution now stands no discrimination, on the ground of heresy, can be legally made 
against any citizen. More than one hundred years of experience amply justifies this wide tolerance and for- 
cibly pleads for its continuance. Men of all shades of religious, non-religious, and anti-religious belief can 
and do render allegiance to and acceptably serve the State, and this without hypocrisy or perjury. Should 
this proposed Amendment be adopted, it would at once shut out of public life candid and honest men, whose 
reason, for any cause, cannot accept one or more of the three creedal statements contained in said proposed 
Amendment, but unscrupulous doubters and rejecters of these creedal affirmations would have no difficulty 
in taking the oath of allegiance to the Amended Constitution. Hence said proposed Amendment offers a 
premium for hypocrisy and perjury, and is, consequently, in the highest degree immoral. .It is also unjust, 
in that it deprives à part of our citizens of their equal rights, because of a difference of opinion. Again, it 
must be hurtful to the State, because, as already shown, it would admit pretenders and timorous men to 
positions of trust and responsibility, and bar out men of honesty and courage. 

4. The experience of all times and nations has shown conclusively that every attempt to Joyce from 
the citizen a direct or indirect acknowledgment of the truth of any of the dogmas of religion is disastrous. 
It creates new religious hatreds and intensifies the old; it demoralizes religion and corrupts the state; it 
tramples the equal rights and liberties of the deserving citizen, and puts into the hands of bad men a dan- 
gerous and terrible power over the property, persons, and lives of their fellow-citizens. p 

5. If Theistic, Triuitarian, and Christian majorities may to-day rightfully force upon Deistic, Athe- 
istic, or Agnostic, and Unitarian and non-Christian minorities their distinctive creeds, what warrant have we 
that some other day the Catholics, the Methodists, or the Presbyterians will not Amend into the Constitution 
their distingnishing sectarian dogmas? That step would logically follow the one which your Honorable 
Body has been asked to take, and against which we respectfully but strongly and unalterably protest. 


NAME. | TOWN. | STATE. 


JY cows of the (eck. 


Lours'KossurH is seriously ill; 


Tur United States Senate continues to 
do nothing. 


Ax incendiary is at work in Brooklyn 
and East New York. 


Tue Colorado house of representativa 
has passed the referendum bill. 


Five men were killed in a mine near 
er aa Pa., by a cave-in of slate and 
rock. 


UNDER protest Artist St. Gaudens will 
make 8 new design of the World’s Fair . 
medal, : 


Morz than one hundred shots were fired 
ata Rock Island passenger train near St. 
Joseph, Mo. 


Public Opinion says that $300,000 worth 
of lottery tickets are sold in San Francisco 
each month. 


Morocco will pay. to Spain twenty. mill- 
ion pesetas indemnity for the Riffian attack 
on Melilla last fall. 


Upo Kerrier, son of the famous car- 
toonist, Joseph Keppler, has had his first 
name changed to Joseph. 


JAMES MONTGOMERY Batuny, famous a 
few years ago as the '' Danbury News 
Man,” died on March 4, 


ANoTHER entombment of coal miners 
has occurred in Pennsylvania. This time 
at Ashland. Seven were buried. 


Lievr.-Gzn. JUBAL ANDERSON EARLY, 
ranking officer of the late Confederacy, 
died at Lynchburg, Va., March 2. 

Tux first detachment of' pioneers for 
the Freeland communist experiment near 
Mount Kenia in Africa has left Hamburg. 


At the late elections in Brazil, Prudente 
de Moraes was elected president and 
Manoel Victorino Pereria vice-president. 


Tux Persian government has announced 


| that its mints will no longer coin silver. 


Importations of silver will be forbidden 
from April 1. 


Money has won; there is an improve 
ment in the financial outlook of the Brook- 
lyn Tabernacle, and so Talmage has de 
cided to remain as pastor. ` ; 


STEELE Maoxavs, author and drama- 
tist, died near Timpas, Colo., on a Santa 
Fé train, while on the way to San Diego, 
Cal., for the benefit of his health. 


CoNaGRESSMAN WinsoN, chairman of the 
Ways and Means committee, is ill in Mex- 
ico, where he went to recuperate. after the 
exhausting fight over the tariff bill. 


Tze bill providing for a vote of the cities 
and towns which may hereafter become 
parts of the **Greater New York" has passed 
both houses of the legislature and been 
signed by Governor Flower. 


Rev. W. P. Raruwrr, Populist member 
of the Mississippi legislature, shot and in- 
stantly killed S. A. Jackson, a Democratic 
member, and mortally wounded two by- 
standers, in a court-house duel. 


Exmerror WinniAM has declared Ernst 
Heeckel’s ‘‘Monism, a Scientific Confes- 
sion of Faith,” unsalable in Germany. 
The book, now police-forbidden, ran 
through five editions in as many months, 


Coneressman DumPzy, of this city, has 
quit Tammany, because of election cor- 
ruptions in portions of his district and 
Croker’s opposition to tariff reform, We 
understand that Mr. Dunphy will oppose 
the Christian amendment. 


GEORGETOWN, CoL., wants to secede 
from the United States and become a part 
of the Mexican republic. A petition to 
this end is being numerously signed. The 
signers now claim that it was intended to 
call renewed attention to the silver ques- 

ion. 


. JoHN Y. MoKawz, the Gravesend boss, 
is now in Sing Sing. Many convictions of 
dishonest election officers and fraudulent 
voters hav occurred in New York city. So 
far there has not been a failure to convict. 
Some of the offenders hav been sentenced 
to five years’ imprisonment. 


Tue tides of progress ebb and flow. 
Senator O’Connor has introduced a drastic 
anti-divorce bill in the legislature of New 
York, going so far as to make the co- 
respondent a felon. Butin Buda-Pesth, 
Hungary, 300,000 persons take part in & 
joyful demonstration over the adoption 
of the Civil Marriage bill. 


Mr. GraApsroNE has been forced by in- 
creasing physical infirmities to resign the 
premiership, He refuses a peerage, Lord 
Rosebery has been summoned to form & 
new cabinet, and held his first conference 
March 3. Labouchere, leader of the Radi- 
cals, declares that the latter, with many of 
the Liberals, will not support a govern- 
ment headed by a peer. If this is true, 
the Eoen government may not last a 
week, ' 
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THE UNCLEAN THINGS WHICH ANN 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


LE BOUTILLIER BROS, 


14th Street New York. 
BARGAINS IN FINE DRY GOODS 
COLORED SILKS. 
20-in Figured Ohina Silks 
22-1n. LII ae LI 
24-in. t 


Thumbserew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Coutradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By gonn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 


Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 


" cents. 
Ethies as Understood by a Stndent of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 20-in. Au Bill Satin Luxor (reversible), Word, Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
. i À ý ! : p abe ~. ease cecaee sects ernst gener er y Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents 
Right Li " What is Hypocrisy ? - In Regard to Concealed Vice, 24-in. All Silk Faille deLyon,heavy round cord 89c ` 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, WASH FABRICS. 7 3 Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity, the Giver of Strength | New French Challies and Sateens...49¢ an 58e tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety, : and Honor, French Organdies........... engen 35€ Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, : Scotch Ginghams (Novelties) ........- 25c and 35€ Jigent Being. By the Editor of Tax Teura 
Conduct; or Right Doing ife, Avarice, Not a Means to Life's | French Batiste, exclusive gbyles.......... UC SEEKER. Paper, 16 cents. 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, m Silk Stripe French Challies.... z ise Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
Frnacnce, an, Economy of Life, Reli-Relian ce, Good Natures one of Life’s Best American Chat fis e p A > . m By M. E. Billings! Paper, 25 centa. 
aal , = ^ Lol 
Fortitude 'à Noble Saeed Self Res} eck, . Beason and Free Inquiry NE Lama Uloths in dark and light........... Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, > | Scotch Batiste, extra wide....... NN | 1% Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents. 
ls the Use of Tobacco Danger- dice : A Free Press,, American Ginghams, choice at Cee 71-2 | Pleasure and Progress: Àn Attempt to 
ous? Anger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, Zeph Ginghams. Plaids and Btripes.......12 1-2 Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the stne 
Cultivation of Individuality, _ The Angel of Forgiveness, Rights of Children, hetoi Scote! Wool enn eat Stripes g oreh ago.. senses 16c Lov non of intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty, Human Rights; or the Equality 5Lin. Diagonals and Fancy Cloakings, Development, and that the Promotion of 


Perseveran«e, the Friend of Map, Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 


Idleness, another Name for Loss, $1 25 and $1.69 


of Man. 
Moral Cieanlines 


yan 7 ihe Stat een Fund em S Promgter ok Rua- Politeness. The Gentleman, French Broadcloths, 90 new shades, worth Sema uy A bort M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Recreation a Necessity, The Difculties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The $2.25 at $1.39 The Cr sation "t 'Go d Tracin, the God 
Games of Chance, ‘Temptation, the Demon on the  Gentlewoman, . DRESS GOODS. e Ure . g the God- 
‘Truth and Falsehood, h ghway, Best Society, ; New Spring Cheviot. all ood x ‘ “ane Me: ae Bone By J acob Hartmann, M.D. 
What is a t d Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 2-in. Sco eeds, wo: -00. . 496. oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

ore Proms or kie Mora Beer of Wi a E. Wisdom. * 46-in. All Wool Gray and Brown Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Fraud a Crimé. Courage, a Necessity to Right worth G Ce woes iaiu and Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. x 
ithe Poison of Slander, Living French Sutings, Fain and Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 

ciel H. Gardener. Cloth paper, 50 cents. 


Black French Armures Fancies, e 
=" All Mail Orders should 
street address as above. 


ai $1; 

and State. By Matilda 

oth, $2; leather, $3. 

The Chnreh and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 

IN PRESS. 


Four Hnndred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant binding, over one hundred por. 
traits, $5. 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 

AS with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a law which altereth not.—Herbert Spencer. 

Living is an Art, a method or etpressing great conceptions; 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 


Woman, Chureh 
Joslyn Gage. Cl 


THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price, % cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


in fact, the highest method, the 


“Right Living ” is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. . 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. . RS f 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. ~ 7 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, BE 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded, Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. o 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. : 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
+» The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philo ophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. . Government and Politics. , Woman's Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernieus. Euies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
spineza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. | ‘lution. _ Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. . Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinui. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. | Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. MatildaJoslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age. Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 
It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with. Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 
E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Frauklin Steiner, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J, H. Cook, 

E. H Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
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and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about - 
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What Would the Christian Amendment Bring? | pains and penalties. “The world has had a million 

The first thing to be done in an educational way times too much of such criminal folly. 
in arousing the people against the Morse-Frye |. 
joint resolution for an amendment to the federal |. 
Constitution is to show them just what its origina- 
tors and promoters hav put into it and expect it to 
accomplish. In our last issue we quoted exten- |: 
sivly from an exposition of: the proposed amend- 
ment written by Rev. R C. Wylie, secretary of the 
National Reform Association. Mr. Wylie expound- 
ed its theology, its political. philosophy, and fore 
shadowed its practical application. 

In the Christian Reformer of March 3d the sub- 
ject is still further elucidated, the investigation be- | 
ing pursued along the same lines as those followed 
by Mr. Wylie in his first article, and the conclusions 
reached are substantially the same, but the phrase- 
ology employed brings out still more sharply, in 
some cases the salient features of the Covenanters' 
destructiv scheme. The writer first considers the 
theological aspects of the amendment, summing up 
its inclusions and amplicetounrt in these six affirma- 

tions : 


Regarding the relation of the nation to the Bible 
what has the proposed amendment to say? The 
Christian Reformer avers that it covers: 


“1, The expression of supreme authority and law. 
This is necessarily included, as already seen, in the con- 
“nection of God's word with his supreme authority. That 
authority must be expressed for the nation over which it 
is, and that expression mnst be in the Word of the su- 
preme Ruler. Besides, the. ‘ guidance’ of a nation is its 
‘government.’ Both words appropriately refer to the 
steering and control of the ship of state. The governor 
is the helmsman or the guide. 

**2. The nation in its troubles needs God's Word for 
comfort and strength. The ‘assurances of His Word’ 
aftord this help. These assurances include all the inspir- 
ing promises which the nation needs. And very especially, 

** 8, The nation, in its sins, requires assurances of par- 
don and acceptance. Nothing in the relations of the 
nation to the Bible can be more important than this. 
Our nation is & sinful nation. It must find forgivness or 
be destroyed. God’s Word assures it of forgivness, if it 
comes to him in his appointed way.” 
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God is the governor of the nation through his 
deputy, Jesus. His authority must be expressed 
through the Bible. The “guidance” which he givs 
through the Bible is really government, which 
means, of course, that the priests, as the visible 
representativs of God and his vicegerent, Jesus, will 
not merely guide the nation by the inculcation of the 
precepts and admonitions of the Bible, but will act- 
ually govern it by the legal enforcement of its com- 
mands, as they interpret them. They will steer and 
control the ship of state, appealing for their author- 
ity to the dummy helmsman they hav themselvs set 
up at the wheel. To change the figure, and adapt- 
ing the biblical legend, the oracle will hav the face 
of Jesus, but the voice and hands will be the voice 
and hands of the priest. 

The nation is sinful. God will destroy it if it 
does not come to him for forgivness “in his ap- 
pointed way.” What constitutes “sin” in the 
nation we can learn only from the Bible. So no 
pardon is possible unless we believe the Bible 
and condemn by law what it condemns, and enforce 
by law what it commands. But men differ with 
regard to the doctrinal and ethical teachings of the 
Bible. Then whose understanding of that collec- 
tion of books is to be made tha law of the land? 
Manifestly that of the majority. Whenever the 
majority decree that we must incorporate iu the law 
a certain doctrinal tenet or moral precept which is 
found, or which the majority say is found, in the 
Bible, the dissenting minority must submit. That 
is, the majority constitute a state church and make 
the distinguishing dogmas of that church essential 
parts of the law of the nation and of its sub-divis- 
ions. ‘Thus inability to believe becomes a crime. 
The priests of this official church will refuse to con- 
vey to the nation the forgivness of God so long as 
the nation is guilty of “sins” which they condemn. 
While God withholds his pardon his priests will 
agitate and legislate against the heresies which 
stand in the way of the divine absolution. Weare . 
told that “the nation, iu its sins, requires assurances 
of pardon and acceptance. Nothing in the relations 
of the nation to the Bible can be more important 
than this.” Important to the priesthood, we are to 
understand. While it is possible for this caste to 
make the majority of the people believe that the 
absence from the statutes of drastic laws against 
heresy subjects the whole nation to the danger of 
God’s vengeance, it will be easy for the ecclesiastics 
to retain their power and manufacture confiscatory 
and punativ decrees and establish legal inquisitions 
to suit themselvs. Of course religious liberty van- 
ishes and persecution in every form deemed neces- 


**1, God's supreme authority over the nation itself. 

**9. God's supreme authority cver the individuals com- 
posing the nation. 
| ^8. God'sjust judgment, in all his providences, of both 

men and nations. 

** 4. These expressed relations of the nation to God, in 
their connection in the proposed preamble, imply that 
the nation, as itself possessing authority, must derive its 
authority from God who is supreme. 

**5. Still further that God's supreme authority is ex- 
pressed for a nation’s guidance in the divine word. 

‘6, That God is the one sovereign governor of the na- 
tion in and through Jesus Christ. The old form of 
amendment suggested a double sovereignty, and a two- 
fold supreme rulership. This new form is in perfect 
harmony with the scripture view, which is that ‘God 
rules the nations’ (Psalm xlvii, 8), and that * He is the 
governor among the nations’ (Ps. xxii, 28). The words 
of tbis last Psalm are the words of the Messiah speaking 
of his God and ours. So also in Revelation, prophecy 
tells us that the kingdoms of this world are to ‘become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ’ (Rev. 
xi, 15).” 

Should this Sopu amendment become & part 
of the preamble of the Constitution, whoever there- 
after takes the oath of allegiance as citizen or func- 
tionary by that act accepts or professes to accept 
these theological dogmas : 

` 1. God is the ruler of the nation. 

2. God is the ruler of the individual. 

3. Special divine providence. 

4. The source of authority in government is God, 
not the people. 

5. The Bible is God’s statute book for the gov- 
ernment of the nation and of individuals. 

6. Jesus Christ is God’s deputy governor on 
earth. 

In other words, this amendment is designed to 
outlaw Atheism, Agnosticism, science—which knows 
nothing of special providence—Freethought, Juda- 
ism, Unitarianism, and self-government. It is de- 
signed to make the doctrins of Theism and Trinita- 
rian Christianity essential parts of the constitutional 
and statute law of the civil republic. It is designed 
to force acceptance of the Bible—with its alleged au- 
thenticity, divinity, inerrancy, and impeccability— 
upon all whose reason or moral sense will not per- 
mit them to voluntarily take it as a divine guide. It 
-| ig designed to make men and-women submit to laws 
which a dominant priesthood says rest upon a true 
interpretation of Bible teachings. It is designed to 
punish honest investigators and fearless truth speak- 
ers and reward credulous dupes and trembling hyp- 
oorits. It is designed to do that which every page 
of history solemnly warns us against attempting— 
to teach religion by law; develop love of God by 
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tion because veiled under the euphemism of “ en- | the time the Congressman wrote the committee, 


sary to perpetuate the supremacy of the theocracy 
inevitably supervenes. All these immeasurable 
evils the adoption of the Christian amendment will 
surely bring upon the American people. 


We are now brought to the consideration of the 
“moral relations of the nation—its relations to 
Christ." The Christian Reformer tells us Bhat 
here the amendment includes : 


**1. Christ’s relation as Mediator. This is not in the 
old form of amendment at all, except by remote infer- 
ence. In the new form it is most distinctly expressed— 

` *according to his appointed way, through Jesus Christ.’ 


This is God, in Christ the Mediator, hearing tbe nation's | 


prayer for guidance, and granting this guidance with the 
Mediator's hand on the helm of the ship of state. The 
very idea of Christ's mediatorial office includes, of neces- 
sity, both our approach with thanks and prayer to God, 
and the communieation to us through him of the bless- 
iugs for which we pray and giv thanks. To speak of in- 
voking God for anything according to his appointed way 
through Jesus Christ without including the bestowment 
of the blessing sought through the same mediation is as 
superficial as it is unscriptural. 

“2, Christ's relation to the nation as its Prophet. The 
nation needs God's Word for instruction. This isa part of 
‘guidance,’ which is thus more comprehensiv than fruling.’ 
And the Word of God givs many assurances which are 
the utterances of the Mediator as Prophet rather than as 

, King. 

‘3, Christ's relation to the nation as its priest. The 
nation, a8 we saw in another connection, needs forgiv- 
ness, Ifit comes to God in his appointed way, guided by 
his Word, it must come through the merits and mediation 
of the Great High Priest. In no other way, as the Sen- 
ate of the United States and President Lincoln acknowl- 
edged in 1863, can the nation obtain the pardon of its sins. 

**4, Christ’s relation to the nation as its King. The 
word ‘guidance’ includes government, rulership, or 
kingship. The names ‘Jesus’ and ‘Christi’ are royal 
names and titles, They mean savior and anointed. 
They bring distinctivly to view Messiah the Prince, the 
Anointed Savior-King. Who can say that Christ's royal 
titles are not here?” 


The incorporation of the Morse-Frye amendment 
‘into the Constitution would force upon the citizen 
the acceptance of these doctrinal affirmations: 
1. Jesus Christ is the divinely-appointed mediator 
between the nation and God. 
2. He is the nation’s prophet. 
3. He is the nation’s high priest. 
4. He is the nation’s king. 
All this we should hav to believe or be legally 
damned. We should hav to believe that “God, in 
Christ the Mediator,” hears the majority’s prayer 
for guidance, and givs this guidance with the medi- 
ator’s—meaning the hierarchy’s—‘“hand on the 
» helm of the ship of state." In other terms, we should 
hav to believe in the duty of prayer and in direct 
answer to prayer. We should hav to believe all the 
dogmas specified and hundreds of minor ones that 
are more or less closely related to them. If we 
could not believe any or all of these dogmas, and, 
failing to believe, should refuse to stultify ourselvs 
by pretending to believe, we would find ourselvs at 
the mercy of the majority laws. Persecution for 
opinion's sake begins the moment doctrinal aver- 
: ments creep into the organic law and the statutes. 
The desire to persecute is present before the law is 
‘colored by religion. No man of ordinary sense ever 
desired to put his religious opinions into the Con- 
stitution and into statutory enactments unless he 
was unwilling to let his creed stand upon its merits 
or fall because of its demerits under the clear light 
of impartial investigation. The wish for compul- 
sory conformity is behind the National Reform 
movement. The church must dominate the state in 
order that the beliefs of the Covenanters and their 
allies may be shielded from honest criticism. No one 
supposes that these theocrats will admit that they 
wish to persecute, but they do frankly, with partic- 
ularity and great elaborateness, proclaim their zeal- 
ous desire to put every essential dogma of their 
creeds into the statute books and to compel the 
makers, adjudicators, and administrators of. law to 
appeal to and enforce the authority of the Bible. 
Persecution, then, is their object. It is probable 
they do not wish to cause undie suffering, but they 
do mean to coerce dissenters to any degree that 
may be found necessary to make them acknowledge 
the divinity of certain theological statements and 
.render outward respect to the church and its insti- 
. tutions. Persecution does not cease to be persecu- 


forcement of God's righteous laws." No Covenanter 
is better qualified than any Unitarian or Free- 
thinker of equal general intelligence to determin 
what are God’s laws: If a God exists and has 
either physical or moral laws to enforce we may be 
sure that he needs neither the counsel nor other as- 
sistance of. the National Reform Association or the 
‘Women’s Christian Temperance Union. When any 


man contravenes a law of the material universe he 


is apprised of the fact without a message from 
Jesus via Rev. H. H. George, Frances: Willard, or 
a federal judge. If he invades the rights of his fel- 
lows he will be the more quickly called to- account 
and their rights will be the more effectually pro- 


tected the less time legislators and courts waste in. 


fooling with “God’s laws," of which they know 
nothing. 

The Morse-Frye joint resolution is capable of 
mischief and of nothing but mischief. It should 
never come out of the committee room, but it may. 
Wherever it appears it must. be fought with every 
legitimate weapon at our command. We must de- 
stroy it or it will destroy us. 


The Song of the Siren. 

The liberties of nations no less than the fortunes 
of individuals are wrecked on the rocks of “ No 
Danger.” Incalculable suffering has been caused, 
millions of lives hav been sacrificed, because men 
hav been careless and indifferent. They hav not 
resisted the first encroachments: of the: tyrant, the 
insidious sapping and mining of the legions of 
superstition, the heartlessiy selfish scheming of the 
beneficiaries of injustice. The Civil War of 1861-5 
was caused by just such blindness and apathy. As 
Karl Heinzen has tersely said, the American people 
had to learn through the stern teaching of the 
logic of events what they should hav learned by the 
study of the logic of justice. The far-seeing men 
who, decades before that awful conflict opened, 
prophesied its coming and did what they could to 
induce the people to remove the cause by peaceful 
means, were laughed at, slandered, and persecuted ; 
called *alarmists" and fools; told that they were 
“geared by their own shadows”; that there was 


“no danger"; that the sky of the country’s future 


was cloudless and serene. 

And now the grandchildren of those ante-bellum 
optimists are equally sure that there is * no danger " 
in the scheming of the National Reformers and 
their allies. Even a Liberal paper speaks of the 
proposed Christian amendment as “ridiculous.” It 
is ridiculous in the eyes of the rationalist, but how 
many rationalists are there among the millions of 
church-members in the United States? Ridiculous 
it is, intrinsically, but the more dangerous because 
it is ridiculous. Below is an extract from a letter 
we hav received from a subscriber in Detroit: 

“I inclose a list of seventy-nine names remonstrating 
against the proposed constitutional amendment. The 
most of my objectors to this remonstrance say it is not 
necessary to fool away any time remonstrating, that there 
is absolutely no danger that any such silly stuff as this 
proposed amendment will ever receive any attention 
whatever at the hands of the United States legislature. 
One, a lawyer, ventured the assertion that, if the bill 
ever comes to a vote, he felt assured that not a dozen 
men would vote for it. Another lawyer refused to giv 
the matter any attention, upon the presumption that the 
bill will go into the hands of a committee and will never 
see daylight again. Quite a number of intelligent men 
laughed me to scorn for being alarmed over the idea that 
such an absurdly silly proposition would ever receive the 
slightest consideration by such a body of intelligent men 
as our national Congress. I quit canvassing in disgust.” 

No wonder our friend was disgusted. These 
people he encountered know practically nothing of 
the facts; they hav at the most only the haziest 
idea of the scope and strength of the so-called 
National Reform movement. Members of Congress 
who are on general principles opposed to a union 
of church and state are in a similar state of blissful 
ignorance. A member from Kentucky, replying to 
one of our subscribers, wrote that the joint resolu- 
tion would not even be seriously considered by the 
House Judiciary Committee. As matters of fact, 
however, & sub-committee of that committee had 
already given serious and interested attention to 
arguments in favor of the amendment, and since 


on March 6th, heard nine spokesmen of a delega. 
tion of two hundred National Reformers argue for 
the amendment while it refused to permit the Free- 
thinkérs and Adventists to. divide time with them 
and present arguments in opposition. We reported 
last week the fact of the shameful packing of the 
sub-committee of the Judiciary Committee of the 


‘Senate by the theocratic lobbyists and gave the 


names: of several Congressmen and Senators who 
are “all right " from the point of view of the pious - 
tricksters. et Pu 

Now the committees may not report the joint 
resolution favorably, and if they do the Senate and 
House may not adopt the amendment. But, as we ' 
hav said before, the Reformers will not be beaten by- 
apathy and indifference on our part. And we wish 
the “no danger" people to bear this prediction in 
mind: No matter how often they may fail to carry 
the committees or the two Houses of Congress 
with them, the Covenanters will never rest until 
they are overwhelmingly defeated or defeat us ina 
political struggle which will arouse the people of 
the entire country and align the voters in two 
great parties for and against the theocratic theory 
of government. For years Congress and the courts 
hav been playing into the hands of the political 
church, and the adoption of the amendment to-day 
would be merely a ratification by the people of the 
unconstitutional performances of the law makers 
and judges. Such ratification would remove the 
last obstacle in the way of the state-church. This 
is no “seare” of ours; it is a cold statement of 
facts, of facts which are openly and confidently 
appealed to continually by the National Reformers. 
That the Detroit lawyers and millions of other 
citizens are unacquainted with or fail to realize the 
significance of these facts is their misfortune and 
the country’s danger. So long as the privileges 
granted to the church are granted in violation of 
the letter and spirit of the Constitution, we stand 
on a vantage ground in a strong defensiv position, 
from which the adoption of the Christian amend- 
ment would drive us. While the Constitution re- 
mains as it is there is always hope that we can turn 
the tide of legislativ and judicial revolution, and 
force the church back into her proper place. But 
with the Constitution amended as the theocrats 
desire, the struggie for religious freedom would be 
a hundred.fold more difficult. - 


To return to the Detroit “all’s well” people: It 
is passing strange that men hav such short memo- 
ries. Hav these students of the law forgotten the 
Edmunds amendment which lacked but four votes 
of receiving a two-thirds majority in the Senate? 
Hav they forgotten the Blair amendment which 
was defeated in the House only after a protracted 
struggle? And above all else, hav they forgotten 
the Sunday closing of the World's Fair by Congress ? 
The church molded the House and the Senate and 
the president like wax in her fingers; the commit- 
tees that heard remonstrants refused to consider 
the fundamental principles involved, and at the next 
session, after the friends of the free Sunday had at 
last awakened and Congress was asked to repeal tlie 
Sunday-closing clause of the appropriation bill it 
was the same story over again, and repeal was con- 
temptuously refused. Hav the singers of the 
siren’s song of “no danger” forgotten that the 
same delusiv lullaby. chant went up from all over 
the country when the question of closing the’ Fair 
on the preachers’ day was first broached? The 
chanters then had forgotten the Centennial Exposi- 
tion, when Hawley obeyed the commands of the 
des priesthood and shut the gates at Phila- 

elphia in the faces of the people, as seventeen 
years later Congress shut them at Chicago. Seven- 
teen years mark but half the lifetime of a genera- 
tion, and it would seem that even persons with the 
poorest memories could retain the impression of 
such a startling lesson that long. But what shall 
we say of the capacity to forget of men who cannot 
remember in 1894 the Congressional triumph of the 
church in 1891-2? Strange indeed that they 
should forget so soon how the organized theocrats 
frightened that “intelligent body of men,” “our 
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national Congress," into abject compliance with 
their demands! It is fortunate that a few, at least, 
hav not forgotten how the Sabbatarians forced 
every Populist and a large majority of the Demo- 
erats and Republicans in the House to vote for a 
measure Obnoxious to every precept and principle 
of religious liberty and equal justice. 


Mr. Putnam quotes Judge Miller to the effect that 
the Supreme Court cannot interpret the Constitu- 
tion for the co-ordinate branches of the government. 
But the fact remains that the decision of that court 
in one of a class of cages is respected by the subor- 
dinate federal courts and the state courts when 
they pass upon other cases of the same class, pre- 
cisely as the minor state courts respect the decisions 
of the supreme court of their state. Furthermore it 
js also true that the United States Supreme Court 
has the last word concerning any law passed. by 
Congress. And the state supreme court has like- 
wise the last word concerning any law passed by 
the legislature of its state, unless an appeal is taken 
to the federal Supreme Court. Theory is one thing 


—and Judge Miller’s theory is pleasant reading for 


Secularists just now—but the. opposing facts are 
awkward to handle. It will be found on exam- 
ination that the Supreme Court: does, practi- 
cally, interpret the Constitution for the whole 
country, including Congress and the executiv de- 
partment of the government. The test is right 
here: Is there on record an instance in which, the 
Supreme Court having declared a law of Congress 
anconstitutional, Congress has turned about and 
re-enacted the law in the exact form in which it 
passed it at first? If not, is not this state of 
affairs very good evidence that, in practice, the 
Supreme Court is the national authoritativ inter- 
preter of the Constitution, Judge Miller's opinion 
to the contrary notwithstanding? : And when has 
a state legislature re-enacted a law under like cir- 
cumstances? : 
The Supreme Court declared in an obiter dictu 

that this is “a Christian nation," and since its opin- 
ion was given several state Supreme courts hav 
echoed that view, in one way or another, in passing 
upon the constitutionality of state Sunday laws. 
Up to this date no power has been found to call in 
question the dietum of the Supreme Court and save 
citizens from the penalties of Christian law. So it 
will not be prudent for us to lean on Judge Miller's 
exegetical reed and murmur, “There is no danger 
in the Trinity church opinion of Judge Brewer and 
his associates.” |: 


—e 


Do not fail to read the contents table of Susan 
Wixon's new book, “Right Living." See first page. 
It is now ready for delivery. ; 


The contributions.to the treasury of the National 

- Reform Association amounted to nearly five hun- 

died dollars for the week ending March 5th. The 

enemies of growth are activ and rich. The more 

they giv to destroy the guarantees of religious free- 
dom the harder we must work to defeat them. 


We are gratuitously informed that the God- 
in-the-Constitution amendment will if adopted, 
“mark the proper boundaries of true liberty." So 
did the Inquisition. There was no true liberty 
while the Inquisition ruled. There will be none 
after this amendment becomes a fact. That is the 
way the “proper boundaries of true liberty” are 
“marked” by religious despots, always. Liberty 
is on one side of the boundary and Christian rule 
on the other. 


—— p —— 

The latest news we hav from Washington was 
contained in a letter written to the Editor by Mr. 
Putnam. The president of the Freethought Feder- 
ation had not yet been able to get a hearing before 
the Judiciary Committee. He will present peti- 
tions and his argument in manuscript, and will also 

publish the argument immediately. He thinks that 
the unexpectedly strong opposition of the Free- 
thinkers has blocked the game of the theocrats for 
the present. This is good news, and it once more 
shows us how important it is to be alive to the 
dangers that threaten and activ in the work of de- 
fense. Mr. Putnam hugs no delusion. He says: 


Jersey ; J. Abbott, Texas; G. W. Cooper, Indiana; 
C. M. Cooper, Florida; A. C. Harmer, Pennsyl. 
vania; P. S. Post, Illinois; William Cogswell, 
Massachusetts; J. J. Belden, New York; S. G. 
Hilborn, California ; J. W. Babcock, Wisconsin. 

Send in letters of remonstrance. A. victory for 
the Sabbatariansin the District would be the enter- 
ing wedge for a national Sunday law, to be intro- 
duced at this session. The District of Columbia 
belongs to all the people of the Union and we hav 
a right to demand that it be kept free from the rule 
of the Sabbatarians Make yourselvs felt in the 
eommittee rooms. 


S Of course we must not hold up, for ‘this thing 
will be tried again. We must annihilate them ; 


that is the only safety. It is well that I came 
here.” 


English Freethinkers are making the atmosphere | 
quite sultry for Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, the con- 
structor of the “Atheist Shoemaker” story. He 
was to speak at Newcastle on March 5th, and pre- 
parations were being made to distribute among his 
audience Mr. Foote’s pamphlet exposing Mr. Hughes 
and his story. When he lectured at Bradford, Mr. 
J. W. Gott distributed six hundred copies of the 
Freethinker at the door. Mr. Foote’s exposure of 
the Hughes pamphlet and of Mr. Holyoake’s “vin- 
dication” of it cannot be printed fast enough to 
supply thedemand. Probably three hundred thou- 
sand copies will be needed. , 


On Sunday evening, February 4, the Passion 
Play was produced in St. Mary’s Catholic church, 
Winfield, Long Island. There were fourteen scenes, 
beginning with Jesus in the garden and ending 
with the transfiguration. There does not appear 
to hav been anything in the exhibition to disturb 
the equanimity of -well-balanced people, but the 
orthodox believers are greatly perturbed. The Zn- 
dependent says that “it ought not to hav been 
allowed”; Rev. Mr. Mallmann, pastor of the Pres- 
byterian church in the village, talked the district 
attorney into issuing summonses for several of the 
performers; the Sunday Observance Society of 
New York contributed a letter to help bulldoze the 
officials, and it is announced that the grand jury 
will be asked to bring in some indictments. This 
is a purely sectarian squabble. One kind of Chris- 
tians are shocked by the method employed by 
another kind to present the common “truths” of 
Christianity, and so they are trying to wield the 
Sunday law club in order to induce the erring 
brethren to take a proper view of the matter. Pas- 


That stanch friend of Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and 
wholesale disseminator of Liberal literature, Captain 
Silas Latham, receives this handsome notice.in an 
article in the Sun describing bluefish catching off 
Cape Hatteras: . 


**Capt. ‘Sile’ Latham, in the crack smack Gertrude 
Summers, has been breasting the perils of Hatteras all 
winter in pursuit of the ‘blues.’ He isa most venture- 
some man, and is said to be absolutely without fear so far 
as the dangers of the sea are concerned. No chance 
seems too slim for him if he sees a prospect of winning. He 
comes from a long line of fishermen ancestors, and he 
has a fine vessel. Captain Latham has spent all of the cold 
months in the bluefish Mecca trying to make out where 
the fish go to and how they can be captured in piping 
cold January weather, when each fish would be worth a 
round sum.” MEE à $ 


The New York Examiner (Baptist), in the course 


of an article condemning the Sunday laws of Ten- 
nessee and Maryland, says : , 

;*'IThe Empire State has many defects, but we are 
proud to be citizens of a commonwealth where legal per- 
secution of one denomination of. Christians by others 
long ago ceased to be a possibility.” 


This felicitation was premature. One week ago 
last Sunday the members of St. Mary's church, 
Winfield, worshiped their God by taking part in 
and witnessing a performanée of the Passion Play. 
Whereupon the Presbyterian minister of the town, 
backed by the Sunday Observance Society of this 
city, procured the arrest of several of the perform- 
ers, and they were not released until the Catholics 
had promised that they would not again worship in 
that particular way. l E 


We are requested by a committee of seven women 
to announce that all who desire to help the cause 
of equal suffrage will ind at Sherry's during March 
and April, between nine and six o'clock, petitions to 
strike out of the constitution of the state of New 
York the word male as a qualification for voters. 
We do so cheerfully, at the same time taking occa- 
sion to remark that five of the seven committee- 
women hav failed to begin the reformation at home 
by striking the mae given names out of their cogno- 
mens. We respectfully commend to the friendly 
attention of Mrs. Charles Russell Lowell, Mrs. 
Joseph H. Choate, Mrs. J. Warren Goddard, Mrs. 
Robert Abbe, and Mrs. Henry M. Sanders a pleas- 
ant little anecdote told by “Our George.” A man 
of clear thought, bearing the euphonious name 
of Charles Smith, one day received a letter ad- 
dressed to “Mrs. Charles Smith,” whereupon he at 
once seized his pen and wrote to his correspondent: 
«I object to being called * Mrs.,’ but if you mean 
my wife, her name is Jane.” 


On March 11, Henry W. Blair, of New Hamp- 
shire, introduced in the House the bill offered by 
Senator Gallinger in the Senate for the suppression 
of Sunday labor, trade, and amusement in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. In the Senate it went to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. Last week 
we gave the names of the members of this com- 
mittee. The members of the House Committee on 
the District of Columbia are: John T. Heard, Mis- 
souri (chairman); J. D. Richardson, Tennessee; 
Harry Welles Rusk, Maryland ; J. E. Cobb, Alabama ; 
E. E. Meredith, Virginia; C. A. Cadmus, New 


Noble. 


their wits.” 


tor Mallmann said that the play was both sacrilegious 
and illeyal, and should be prohibited “for the good 
'of the community." 
dent; because it is “sacrilegious " it has been made 
illegal in order that the community may be “pro- 
tected ”! 


Its illegality is only an inci- 


Could there be a more distinct admis- 
sion of clerical desire for and enjoyment of legisla- 


tion in the interest of religion? What business has 
the law to take cognizance of such an “offense” as 


“sacrilege”? But of course there is “no danger " 
of priestly domination! The arrested Passion Play 
performers were arraigned before District-Attorney 
At the olose of the examination he “lect- 
ured them severely, and scared them half out of 
If this is true the district-attorney is 
a cad, a very impudent one at that. What business 
has he lecturing people for attending to their own 
business? But the preachers and Sunday Observ- 
ance knaves behind him, and. who hav forced him 
to make this exhibition of himself, are worse than 
cads, even impudent cads. 


—-. 


' FRANELIN STEINER will return to the West the latter 
part of March, and wishes to make an extended tour of 


Iowa, Nebraska, the Dakotas, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. 
Liberals in those states desiring lectures will address him 


at Box 882, Des Moines, Ta. 


‘¢T,ocomorTion, a8 Related to Life and Survival," was 
the interesting subject of Dr. M. L. Holbrook’s lecture 
last Sunday before the Brooklyn Philosophieal Associa- 
tion. He showed the evolution of locomotion, and how 
man, by his ability through his inventiv genius, having 
ereated an artificial locomotion, had been able to advance 
ashe has. It was necessary fort mau to devise artificial 
locomotion, for if he did not, he would have perished in 
the struggle for existence, especially when competing 
with the brute creation. It was an evolution lecture in 
the full sense of the term, and the simplicity which char- 
acterizes the doctor’s writings characterized this lecture. 
It was able, learned, and well worthy being heard. 


To the Liberals of Long Island: Having, in conjunc- 
tion with other Liberals, arranged for a lecture at this 
place by Franklin Steiner, on the evening of March 2tst, 
at 8 o'clock, I hereby invite and request all Liberals of 
Long Island, or elsewhere, to attend. This will afford a 
good opportunity for the Libera's of tbe Island to be- 
come acquainted and ‘establish fraternal relations with 
one another. Their presence will giv a prestige and 
moral support to the meeting, and be a source of enjoy- 
ment to all Liberals, who will thus hav the opportunity 
of hearing their principles declared and advocated by an 
able and accomplished “speaker. Wantagh is on the 
southern, or Montauk, branch af the Long Island rail- 
road, about twenty-seven miles from New York. and 
Brooklyn. The 2istof March fallaon Wednesday, so per- 
sons who desire to attend can hav the advantage of the 
late trains which run only on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings. Rost. B. Jackson. 

Wantagh, L, I., March 12, 1894, 
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Freethought and Secular Notes from 
England. 


THE PRESENT CRISIS. 

There is no lack of excitement at the present 
time throughout the United Kingdom. Im all 
sections of society thought and expectation are at 
their hight. Theological audacity and falsehood 
hav been exposed; the non-representativ House of 
Lords has made its crowning effort to destroy the 
radical and Freethought work which took months 
of hard and persistent labor of the House of Com- 
mons to accomplish; the clerical party is still con- 
tinuing its obstructiv tactics by endeavoring to 
contaminate the education of our public schools 
with the evils and follies of theological speculations ; 
high dignitaries of the church are deploring the 
sad and wretched social condition that now exists 
in “Christian England,” and those who profess to 
be reformers of the many abuses that now abound 
in this * Biblereading” country are proclaiming 
that we are upon the eve of the greatest moral 
revolution that Great Britain has ever experienced. 
I confess that the “signs of the times” plainly in- 
dicate that such an expectation is not groundless, 
and it is certain that a fundamental change from 
the present disordered condition of affairs is an 
absolute necessity, if the happiness and welfare of 
the general masses are to become realities. Society 
to-day in England is rotten to its very core. Pov- 
erty, with its blighting effects; injustice, with its 
glaring inconsistencies; wealth, with its cruel mo- 
nopoly, and theology, with its superstitions and 
withering pretensions, are wrecking our personal 
comfort and overshadowing our national glory. 
Fortunately, we recognize that a gleam of sunshine 
is penetrating through the dense clouds of our 
social life; and that ray of hope is the determination 
and activity of the working classes, who are now 
conscious that if redemption from the present evils 
of a priest-ridden and aristocrat-ruled nation is to 
be achieved, it must be won by the efforts of the 
people themselvs. They hav discovered that priests 
hav misled them, that governments hav deceived 
them, that their supposed representativs in Parlia- 
ment hav betrayed them; therefore, having learned 
by bitter experience that their trust has been abused 
and their hopes hav been falsified, their patience 
has at last become exhausted and they are now re- 
solved to use their own power to secure and to 
retain those rights which belong to every member 
of the community. My firm conviction for years 
has been that self-reliance is the grandest feature 
that can adorn individual character, and therefore 
I am more than gratified to see that the working 
classes of England are, in the present crisis, relying 
upon this noble characteristic. If they will but be 
firm in their present attitude the moral revolution 
upon which we are now entering will culminate in 
a solid and lasting triumph over theological domi- 
nancy and aristocratic monopoly. 

A COMPLETE EXPOSÉ OF THE REV. H. P. HUGHES. 

In my last * Notes " reference was made to the 
excitement which had then just been caused by the 
appearance of a report in a Christian journal that 
Mr. G. J. Holyoake had investigated the story 
which was concocted five years ago, and which stated 
that the Rev. H. P. Hughes had converted an 
* Atheist shoemaker." Notwithstanding that many 
efforts had been made to obtain proofs of the truth 
of this story, none were given. The reverend 
gentleman found that his veracity was questioned 
and that even among his own friends a strong feel- 
ing existed that his persistent silence upon the 
subject gave cause for suspicion as to the truth of 
the “pious tale.” Ultimately Mr. Holyoake was in- 
duced by Mr. Hughes to “investigate” the matter, 
which investigation resulted, it was alleged, in a 
“vindication” of the reverend gentleman. It is 
said that “ out of evil cometh good,” and undoubt- 
edly it has been so in this case, as the sequel will 
show. On hearing of the remarkable proceedings 
upon the part of Mr. Holyoake, Mr. G. W. Foote 
.immediately commenced a real investigation, and, 
as it was expected, the story turns out to be a pure 
fabrication. The father and brothers (who are 
professed Christians) of the man who was said to 
hav been “converted” hav come forward and they 
hav publicly declared that he never was an Atheist, 
and that the account given by the Rev. H. P. 
Hughes was absolutely false. Mr. Foote has ob- 
tained undoubted facts which prove that the alleged 
* conversion " was another of those “ pious frauds” 
that hav from time to time been perpetrated for 
the “glory of God.” What course Mr. Holyoake 
will take, now that he finds he has been caught 
with theological guile, is not known at the date of 
my writing. As for the Rev. H. P. Hughes, his 
avtion, now that he has been found out, is as cow- 


ardly as it was before questionable. 
to reply to Mr. Foote because his (Mr. Hughes's) 
honor and veracity hav been impeached. Could 
orthodox audacity go further? Here is a “ pious 
servant of the Lord” who for five years has been 
trading on a barefaced falsehood of his own concoc- 
tion, grossly deceiving his credulous followers, 
and after his wickedness has been fully exposed 
and his falsehoods completely refuted he tries to 
shelter himself behind a “dignified silence." But 
he will not be-permitted to do so, for go where he 
will throughout the country he will be publicly re- 
minded of his first shameful “sin of commission ” 
and then of his cowardly * sin of omission” in not 
publicly repenting of the evil he has done. We are 
sorry to find that the English Methodists hav 
among them such a sad specimen of “human de- 
pravity” as the Rev. H. P. Hughes undoubtedly is; 
and we would remind this preacher of the “ gospel 
of truth" that, if Rev. xxi, 8. be accurate in its 
statement, & fearful doom awaits him. i 


SECULARISM CONTINUES PROSPEROUS IN ENGLAND. 
Among the encouraging “signs of the times" is 
the fact that at all Freethought lectures through- 
out the provinces, as well as in London, the attend- 
ances are large and the enthusiasm of the listeners 
is most hearty. It is true discussion at these meet- 
ings is very rare, but the various preachers find it a 
trump card to refer to Secular lectures in the an- 
nouncements of their sermons and from their pul- 
pits. ‘lo show the interest that is manifested in 
the National Secular Society it may be mentioned 
that the “Shilling Fund,” started by Mr. Foote in 
aid of Secular propaganda, has been well responded 
to from all parts of the country. Subscribers to 
the Hall of Science Company, which has for its 
object the securing of & memorial to the late Mr. 
Bradlaugh, also continue to increase. The Free- 
thinker, although its price has been doubled, has 
still an increasing circulation, and its readers are 
not confined to Great Britain and Ireland, but they 
are to be found in most of the civilized cities of the 
world. It has been previously mentioned in these 
* Notes " that last year a prosecution was threatened 
at Portsmouth for charging for admission to Secu- 
lar lectures on Sundays. It came to nothing, al- 
though the president of the National Secular 
Society challenged the bigots to proceed. Mr. 
Foote has again visited the same town to test the 
courage of the would-be prosecutors, but they deem 
the discretion of doing nothing “the better part 
of valor.” The Christian faith must indeed hav 
fallen low when its conductors deem it necessary to 
threaten to resort to a musty old act of Parliament, 
passed in the days when every person who dared to 
criticise religion was liable to be made amenable to 
any pious magistrate whose first consideration was 
the interest of the church. Thanks to the spread 
of Secular ideas, the orthodox enthusiast can bark, 
but he dare not bite. Probably the desire to per- 
secute still exists in many theological quarters, but 
it is kept in abeyance by the power of Freethought, 
which is not only stronger within our own ranks 
than ever it was, but it is rapidly gaining force in 
numerous religious circles. This encourages us to 
persist in our vigorous work, and it also inspires 
us with hope that mental freedom will ere long still 
further overcome intellectual servitude. 
ORTHODOXY AND A FREE SUNDAY. 

When we assert that orthodox Christians are op- 
posed to the cultivation of the intellect and to social 
refinement, we are indignantly informed that it is 
not so. But let us test the question practically. 
Last year the English bishops met in convocation, 
and the subject was raised as to the opening of 
libraries and art galleries on the “Lord’s day,” 
which it is well known is the pagan day of the sun. 
It is rather curious, by the way, that the sun should 
be supposed to be against everything else shining, 
although it shines itself on that particular day. The 
Bishop of London (Dr. Temple, of the “ Essays and 
Reviews ” fame). declared that the opening of such 
institutions on Sunday would “greatly shock” 
artisans and manual laborers. But to make doubly 
sure he suggested that a vote should be taken upon 
the subject. The «Lord's Day Observance So- 
ciety” took the matter up, and we hav now their 
report. They invited an expression of opinion from 
working-class communicants, Sunday-school teach- 
ers, members of Bible classes, regular attendants at 
religious services, and others, and care was taken 
that the inquiry should be made when parochial and 
congregational organizations were in vigorous op- 
eration. Of the replies received, seventy-four per 
cent were unanimously against Sunday opening. 


Twenty-one per cent showed a majority “against,” . 


five per cent showed a majority “for,” and none 
were unanimously “for.” It will be observed that 
in this sham inquiry no figures are given, but only 


He declines | the percentage. Thus, supposing the Sabbatarians 


had obtained one hundred votes, not any five of 
them were in favor of studying on Sundays even the 
works of that God who they believe made the 
animals, plants, and minerals, that are to be found 
in our magnificent museums, and yet we are told 
that Christians are always in favor of the cultiva- 
tion of the intellect. The fact is, however, the 
church haa ever been and still is in favor of mental 
recreation only when it is supposed to strengthen 
the belief in its own creeds and dogmas. 
A ROMAN CATHOLIO SOCIAL ARMY. 

We hav long had in England Salvation and 
Church armies, and now we are promised & Roman 
Catholic Social army, which it is stated is to be formed 
and put into the field by Cardinal Vaughan, arch- - 
bishop of Westminster. According to announce- 
ment, the object of these soldiers of the mother 
church is not proselytizing, but social reform. 
They are to inquire into the financial and home 
affairs of the dwellers in the houses they visit. 
Now, if we could persuade ourselvs that the real 
aim of this new army was to relieve distress and to 
provide better homes for the poor than they at 
present possess, we should wish the soldiers every 
success, Catholics though they be. But unfortu- 
nately, we are too well aware of the Jesuitical policy 
of “the only true church” to hav any faith in its 
purely secular work, apart from religious consider 
ations. The one object of Roman Catholics is to 
make converts, fairly if possible, but make them 
they must at any cost. We fear this new move is 
but a disguised plan to get at the poor through 
their stomachs. Evidently the Catholic church feels 
the truth of Pindar’s words: . 


The turnpike road to man’s heart, I find, 
Lies through his stomach, or I mistake mankind. 


CATHOLIO PRETENSIONS. 

Cardinal Vaughan has just visited Birmingham, 
and from a speech he delivered on the occasion, we 
can well understand the training that he will giv 
his army. He said people outside his fold were 
“profoundly ignorant of the teachings and doings 
of his church.” The truth is, we know sufficient of 
its history to justify us in believing that any exten- 
sion of its power must prove detrimental to the 
liberties of mankind. We quite agreed with the 
cardinal when he said that, ‘as education was 
spread among the people, they would be inclined to 
put aside the rule of faith in order to liv simply by 
the rule of reason.” But this is exactly what’ this 
“light of the church” does not want; hence, to. 
avoid such a desirable result, he advises that special 
efforts should be made to “ permeate” the minds of , 
men with the doctrins of his church. Will not this 
be one of the principal “marching orders” of his 
army? The cardinal further said that the 
Roman church “had always maintained the dig- 
nity, power, and authority of reason; that it was 
created by God and planted in man to be his light 
and guide.” These words taken by themselvs read 
as if they were remarkably liberal. “But "—there 
is generally a “but” or an “if” in any Roman 
Catholic avowal—the cardinal continued, “ the 
church always held reason was not inde- 
pendent or self-sufficient in all matters 
which pertained to the life to come. It was capable 
of being deceived.” Of this latter statement we 
hav no doubt, and probably the speaker spoke with 
authority at least upon this point. What, however, 
in the cardinal’s opinion, is to protect our reason 
from being deceived? Here it is: * God had left a 
divine teacher in the world, none oher than the 
holy Roman Catholic church founded by Jesus 
Christ on the Apostle Peter, whose successors had 
come down through centuries.” This. supreme 
nonsense will no doubt be an additional order for 
the new army. But I am not inclined to hav my 
reason “ deceived " by such fallacies as are here pro- 
pounded, and therefore I impeach this self-styled 
Apostolic church as being in all ages of its exist- 
ence the persistent destroyer of reason, and the re- 
lentless murderer of some of the bravest of think- 
ers who preferred to follow the legitimate prompt- 
ings of what it is said God gave them as “a guide 
and light.” 


. MY IMPEACHMENT VERIFIED. 

A great mission has been going on for some time 
in the Catholic churches of Westminster and through- 
out London during Lent. One hundred and fifty 
of the most distinguished preachers amongst the 
Jesuits, Dominicans, Capuchins, Franciscans, Mar- 
ists, Oblates, Augustinians, and other religious or- 
ders took part in the services, and a Lenten pasto- 
ral by Cardinal Vaughan was read, in which he 
said: “The dangers of London life were always 
great, but they are far greater to-day than they ever 
were. The sharpening of the intellect by schooling 
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and popular literature and the growth of Ration- 
alism, Communism, and Atheism, by the decay of 
religion, hav rendered the dangers to Catholic 
youth far more subtle, far more penetrating, far 
more formidable than they were in the days of 

eater ignorance and poverty.” It will be here 
geen that my impeachment is verified, for the days 
of “ignorance and poverty” are evidently pre- 
ferred by the cardinal to the present time of intel- 
lectual progress. This proves that the Roman 
church is still the enemy of reason and freedom, 
and as such it is one of the principal “dangers” to 
be guarded against. 


THE BISHOPS AND THE HOUSE OF LORDS. 

The majority of the English House of Lords are 
Tories, and it is well known that they hav it in 
their power to dispose of certain beneficies among 
the clergy. The bishops, knowing this, are with 
very few exceptions the firm allies of the lords in 
their obstructiv policy toward progressiv legisla- 
tion. Thereis no doubt that erelong the question of 
the disestablishment of the English church will be- 
come what is called in England one of “practical poli- 
tics.” The Welsh and Scotch churches are already 
threatened, and what John Bright termed the “adult- 
erous " connection with the state is to be abolished 
The bishops understand this, and therefore they feel 
the need of help from all their friends. This is one 
reason why they hav joined the lords in rejecting 
the progressiv measures that hav recently been 
passed by the Commons. The Parish Councils 
bill has just been mutilated in a most disgraceful 
manner by the combined efforts of the lords and 
bishops. Briefly the facts are these. The repre- 
sentativs of the people in the House of Commons 
decreed. that there should be local government in 
every parish with a population of two hundred. 
The House of parsons and landlords has practically 
said that in at least four thousand parishes the rule 
of the parson and squire shall continue. In the 
teeth of the People’s House, which decreed that all 
the new governing bodies should be electiv, the 
House of landlords has said that the rotten system of 
outside nomination shall endure. Then the House 
of landlords and bishops, emphasizing the familiar 
connection of beer and the peerage and beer and the 
state-aided Bible, decreed that the public house 
should be the center of village life. Worst of all, 
like a gang of misers shielding ill-gotten gear, they 
hav, on a motiv. of avowed and unblushing self- 
interest, shut the door of the laborer to the land. 
If the laborer wishes an acre of ground he must 
pass a special act of Parliament for himself before 
he can get it, and it may cost him anything under 
£2000. The church has laid up a reckoning with 
landlord aid. It has managed to keep its greedy 
hand in the patronage of the village doles. It has 
shut its schools, which it calls upon the public to 
maintain, against the parish as a meeting-place, and 
it has also succeeded in filching from the community 
every public building, no matter what, of which the 
parson or his officers, in Lord Selborne’s phrasing, 

: may either alone or with others chance to be acting 
as trustees. In future, every such building, if the 
bill were to pass, would be declared by law an eccle- 
siastical edifice. Nor is that all the account of the 
establishment. To its jealousy Londoners hav 
mainly to ascribe the fact that the provision for 
parochial reform in the metropolis, which is groan- 

, ing for light on its institutions, has been thrown out. 

Such is the work of English lords and bishops. 

Every measure of first-rate importance that has 

been introduced by the present government has en- 
countered the savage hostility of the peers, aided by 
the bishops. Home Rule, Betterment, Employer's 

Liability, and Parish Councils hav fallen in turn 

under their lordly displeasure. Where a bill was 
not contumeliously kicked downstairs it was dis- 
torted into complete unlikeness to its original self. 

Our American friends may rejoice to know that at 

last the people are aroused to a sense of their duty. 

For at the time of writing an agitation is going on 

throughout the country for the abolition of the 

House of Lords, and with its fall the bishops will 

cease to obstruct the carrying out of the expressed 
wish of the nation. 
THE OHUROH AND THE MASSES. 
, liis quite refreshing to discover even one man 
in the church whose mental vision is sufficiently 
clear to enable him to see things as they are, and 
who has the moral courage to condemn the very 
institution from which he derives his support. 

Such a man we havin Canon Scott Holland, who has 

just preached a Lent sermon, in which he impeached 
commercial morality, upbraided the rich squire and 
the greedy lawyer, and assailed his own church as 

“an organization and a national institution, which 

had yielded so often to the impulse of self-interest, 
and had suffered itself to arrive at a position where 


it had become the very by-word for arrogance and 
merciless ambition.” Again, he spoke of the church 
showing itself “to the masses of English workers 
im Country and town, now at the very crisis of their. 
fate, as the symbol of all that was aloof from their 
life, the type of all that was privileged and proper- 
tied, and Jealous, and unsympathetic, and least like 
Christ.” These are brave words to come from a 
parson. Rarely is denunciation so strong and true 
heard from any. responsible quatter—least of all 
from the church’s own ranks. And since a parson 
holds it needful to speak so.boldly and bluntly of 
his own class, it is plainly shown how hopelessly 
out of touch with the mass of the social community 
the church must hay become. l 


T THE MARBIAGE QUESTION. 

Archbishop Macdonald, of Scotland, has issued 
a pastoral address in which he alludes to marriage 
as being “raised to the dignity of a sacrament,” 
and that it was a contract whiċh, when “once 
formed, could not be severed but ‘by death.” 
Furtber, he urged that the contracting parties 
should both belong to the “holy mother church.” 
In case of “mixed” marriages, the husband and 
wife “could hardly fail to be tainted with that fatal 
spirit of so-called liberalism, which, with mistaken 
charity, placed all creeds on an equality, and pro- 
claimed that it mattered not what they believed, 
provided their lives were regulated bv a spirit of 
kindliness toward their fellow-men. There could 
not, in these circumstances, be that true reflection 
of the virtues and peace of the holy family” at 
Nazareth which the holy father wished to see real- 
ized in every Catholic home. This may be a relig- 
ious idea of marriage, but it is far from being a 
good one. Many lives hav been blighted, and the 
happiness of homes wrecked, through a forced con- 
tinuation of a union of two persons who had been 
unwisely mated. Hence the law of divorce has 
been found to be a good one, inasmuch as in 
many instances it has rescued men and women from 
what might hav been a life-time of pain and misery. 
Besides, the archbishop’s notion of marriage is 
based upon the supposition that love can be had at 
command. It cannot, for conjugal love is a growth 
or an inspiration evoked by kindred feelings in two 
natures. In the absence of this reciprocal feeling 
passion may exist, but not real love. And surely, 
if “a spirit of kindliness” prevailed in the domestic 
circle, that ought to prevent the evils of “creeds.” 
Weshould like to hav been told where the “ peace of 
the holy family of Nazareth” was to be seen. It 
was not manifested in the actions of its hero, who, 
it is said, ran away from his parents and caused 
them days and nights of anxiety; nor in his general 
conduct, which was so turbulent that his own 
brothers thought he was mad. The Catholic idea 
of a home; with a virgin mother, a miracle-work- 
ing baby, and a husband who was not sure that he 
was father of his “ first-born,” may suit the arch- 
bishop, but it does not come up to my ideal of do- 
mestic felicity. 

SEVERAL BRIEF FACTS OF INTEREST. 

The Gifford lectures delivered in February at 
Edinburgh were by Professor Pfleiderer, of Berlin. 
His first lecture was upon “ Christianity,” in which 
he pictured the orthodox conception of its nature 
and origin, and asked: “But was all this intelli- 
gibly conceivable history? No.” He pointed out 
that the first account of Jesus was oral, and, there- 
fore, exactness could not be retained; moreover, 
Jesus had been “transfigured, beautified, and ideal- 
ized by the unconsciously working fantasy.” In 
reference to the gospels he puts that ascribed to 
Mark first, and the one bearing the name of 
Matthew last. The professor’s statements will not 
be very acceptable to orthodox believers. 


Some time since a royal commission was appoint- 
ed to formulate a scheme for establishing a univer- 
sity for London. It may perhaps be necessary to 
explain that the present London University is not 
one in the same sense as those of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge. Useful as the London one has been, it is 
only & kind of office for the registration of the qual- 
ifications of students who hav studied in various 
parts of the united kingdom. It teaches nothing, 
but only examins the taught. It is now intended 
to erect a magnificent institution, to be. conducted 
on secular lines, as it will be open to all, irrespectiv 
of creed or no creed. And thus we progress de- 
spite the church. 


A memorial to Darwin, the distinguished natu- 
ralis and Freethinker, is contemplated at Shrews- 
bury, where he was born. Some years ago the 
gremmar school of that town at which Darwin was 
educated was transformed into a publie library sub- 
scribed for by the inhabitants of the town and 


scheme was not carried out. 
revived by the mayor of Shrewsbury, and in addi- 
tion to this memorial itis suggested that a Hall of 
Science should be built in which Darwinian princi- 
ples shall be expounded. Some years ago Mr. C. C. 
Cattell wrote to the local press proposing that a 
portion of the public library should be specially de- 
voted to Darwinian literature. 
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neighborhood, and a statue of Darwin was to be 
placed in front, but for some reason or other the 
The subject is again 


On the stone in Stratford church over Shak- 


speres grave are certain imprecations against 
whomsoever should attempt to move the poet’s 
bones. 
supposed that such a style of cursing was original, 
but an article in Macmilian’s for February shows 
that religion, long before Shakspere’s time, played a 
great part in the cursing business. 
inseriptions on the gravestones of the Christians 
are said to hav been horrible in their ferocity, as 
when the violater of the tomb is told that he “ will 
be accursed of God and man forever.” 
case the offender is threatened with the curse of all 
the fathers of the Nicene council. “ He that throws 
rubbish in this inclosure,” the inscription runs, “has 
the anathema from the three hundred and eighteen 
fathers as an enemy of God.” 


The words are, “Cursed be he,” and it was 


Some of the 


In another 


The agitation among the laborers of Great Brit- 


ain continues to be as Vigorous as ever. A few days 
ago Mr. Tom Mann addressed a large assembly in 
Perth, when we are glad to see that he mentioned 
co-operation as a possible remedy for many of our 
present evils. 
crime in the midst of us to the poverty that now so 
extensivly prevails on this side of the Atlantic. Ac- 
cording to his estimate there are over five millions 
of the laboring class in this country existing in a 
state of either semi or actual starvation. 
complained that although knowledge and wealth 
had increased, “the standard of life among workers 
has improved very little indeed.” No doubt the ad- 
vance has been exceedingly slow comparativly, but 
I hav faith that the improvement of the condition 
of the masses will go on more rapidly in the future 
for the reason that the people hav now taken reform 
into their own hands. 


He attributed nine-tenths of the 


He also 


——— 


The rebuilding of Gough square in the eity of 


London necessitates the demolition of the house in 
which Dr. Johnson was born. 
of No. 17 in this square that with the aid of his 
amanuensis the doctor wrote his famous Dictionary 
of the English language. 
wife died and that he was arrested for debt. 
house stands almost opposit the printing-office of 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court. 


It was in the garret 


It was here also that his 
The 


Since my last Notes were written, Mr. William 
Holyoake, the artist, brother of Mr. George Jacob 
Holyoake, has died. He was buried at Highgate 
cemetery, and at the request of his son and daugh- 


ter the “Father of Secularism” spoke over the grave 
of his last brother. Many members of the Royal 
Academy of Artists, of which Mr. Holyoake was a 


member, were present. William Holyoake was a 


quiet, kindly-disposed man, and was highly respect- 


ed by all who knew him. From his early days he 
was a Freethinker. 


I hav not space left to giv particulars of the fight 
now going on in the London school board between 
the progressiv party and the exponents of theology. 
It will be a desperate fight, and in my next commu- 
nication I will endeavor to giv the readers of Tae 
Trorn Seere a full account of the conflict. 

Birmingham, Eng. Craries Warts. 

ee 

‘¢Christ built no church, wrote no book, left no money, 
and erected no monuments; yet show me ten square 
miles in the whole earth where Christianity is not, and 
where the life of man and the purity of woman are re- 
spected, and I will giv up Christianity."— Lowell. 

The inference is that in Christian countries the 
life of man and the purity of woman are respected 
to a degree not known elsewhere. What is there to 
support this assumption? Look at the standing 
armies of milliong of men. See the great armamenís 
on the seas. Note the enormous slaughter of em- 
ployees and passengers by railroads. Take account 
of the private murders and lyncbings. Gaze upon 
the thousands of prostitutes in every Christian city 
and the Christian men who support them. Observe 
the frantic efforts of Christian publicists and 
preachers to prevent freedom of divorce. Open 
your eyes to the frenzied struggles of various so- 
cieties to keep the people in physiological ignorance, 
the prolific mother of impurity, and then tell us if 
the “heathen " lands can, on the average, show usa 
worse condition of affairs as respects both crimes of 
violence and physical and mental impurity. 
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Freethought Federation of America. 
HEADQUARTERS: 165 South Water street. Chicago. 
S. P, PUTNAM, President. 


Jons R. CHARLESWORTH, Sec.; E. C. Reroxwaxp, Treas. 


Vice- Presidents: 


Franklin Steiner, N. F. Griswold, B. A. Roloson, J. M. 


Peck, I. J. Porter. 


OBJECTS OF FEDERATION: 
Keep church and state forever separate.—Grant. 


no sense whatsoever is this government founded upon the 


Ohristian religion.— Washington. 


It is wicked and tyrannical to compe! any man to support a re- 


ligion in which he does not believe.— 


er son. 
& divorce between church and state should be absolute.— 


Garnera 


reason a bad religion.— Franklin 


ar n 
A religion that depends on the state for its support, is for that 


ligion and the manner of discharging it can be directed only 
by reason and conviction and not by force or violence.—Madtson. 


News and Notes from Washington. 


The Christian party made a determined effort to 
put God into the Constitution last Tuesday. They 
rallied their forces before the Judiciary Committee 


not forget the hospitable welcome of Mrs. Van 
Hoeter. "They endeavored to make this world 
happy. After a long life, our friend has passed 
away. There is no shadow over the grave. The 
flowers of memory bloom there. 

And another stanch friend is gone. A. Schell, of 
Knights Ferry, over whose grave W. F. Freeman 
spoke the words of remembrance. Mr. Schell was 
an ardent Freethinker; and both in the East and 
West his eloquent voice has been heard. He was 
always ready to help. Our brave comrades are now 
at rest, but we must keep marching on, in the way 
that lighted them to peaceful sleep.: 

SauvzL P. PurNAM. 


appear, when that foe is a determined one and 
means to keep up the fight. There are some mem- 
bers of the Judiciary Committee who are intensely 
in favor of this amendment. One remarked that he 
had received hundreds of messages in its favor and 
only four against it, and two of these four, he said, 
came from lunatic asylums, whereat the ecclesiastics 
had a great laugh. This only shows, however, that 
some lunatics know more than some Congressmen. 
While looking through the book-stores I came 
across three lectures on the Constitution by Justice 
Miller, who is, of course, a high authority. On one 
point I received a great deal of light. It is the 
common impression that the Supreme Court is the 
expounder of the Constitution, and that its decision 
is binding upon all until reversed by the court 
itself. Justice Miller says this is not so—that 
the Supreme Court can interpret the Constitution | the Washington work: 
only for itself, but not for the legislativ and exec- | John Heulst 
utiv departments. According to this the Supreme | J. H. 
Court can never make this government a Christian 


Treasurer Reichwald of the Federation .acknowl- 
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of the House of Representativs. The room was | government, no matter how many favorable decisions | S Eidem... 
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They had telegrams, petitions, and letters by the fit, but outside of that case the decision has no Geo B Waden s ene eee e PEE 
hundred. One letter was from Dr. Miner, Univer-| binding authority. I consider this limitation of the | John Bulmer 
salist clergyman of Boston, in favor of the Amend- | function of the Supreme Court of vast importance, | Chas. Barta.............seeesteee eee .100 
ment. Iam ashamed of Dr. Miner. He ought to | and I put the statement of Justice Miller on record, or Lone ney: Meere nennen eres e 
know better. His own denomination in times past | for it strips the Supreme Court of a tremendous | wr Wo RE 5 00 
has suffered bitter persecution from the orthodox | power and entirely destroys the Christian assump- | Mr. and Mrs. N. Gaertner... s. on us 100 
party, and yet he is willing to put a club into the | tion that a decision of the Supreme Court can ever | N. F. Griswold...............« sees eee 25 00 
Constitution which will one day strike down his | make this a Christian government: ODER e 5 00 
Liberal Christianity. «It is a delusion, it is a mistake, the idea that the E. Chope.. : o0 
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thought. It was the orthodox God, the|the Constitution in a judicial proceeding, with par- | Ed, Wegner.........—— tote serrara 3 00 
orthodox Bible, and the orthodox Christ that | ties properly before them, it is equally the duty of | Wm. Fray... sse 1.00 
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really like a prayer-meeting. Such amass of absurd | within the sphere of his duty. I think myself I hav | Ghag T. de yodo 8 00 
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There were about a dozen ministers present and 
they occupied all the time. They didn’t giv us any 
chance to reply. The speeches occupied about ten 
minutes each, and they were not speeches but ser- 
mons. They argued from existing abuses that there 
ought to be more abuses. Because there were 
chaplains, and “In God we Trust” on the coin, 
therefore we ought to put God into the Constitu- 
tion. Jesus was the “God-Man,” said one, and 
therefore by all means he ought to be in the Con- 
stitution. The state is a person, therefore the 
state ought to hav religion, etc. The hearing occu- 
pied about two hours, and then the committee ad- 
journed. Only seven out of nineteen were present. 
We asked for a hearing on our side, but as no quo- 
rum was present the matter could not be settled 
then. 

I hav conferred with the committee, and so far as 
I can judge a majority are opposed to the amend- 
ment. No action has yet been taken. I shall 

. remain here a week to watch the course of affairs. 
I hav prepared and submitted my argument and 
petitions to the committee, which is all that can be 
done for the time being. The Christian party ad- 
dressed a sub-committee of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee; but I understand that even that sub- 
committee is opposed to the amendment. The 
Christian party has quite & number of activ sap- 
porters in the House and Senate and through these 
they obtain privileges of addressing committees, 
which hav not yet been granted to us. “ Rising 
Sun Stove Polish" Morse, of Massachusetts, is 
spreading himself with a great deal of alacrity. 
But notwithstanding this the Christian party has 
met with & saddening failure. We might say they 
hav simply been ignored. They hav had only two 
hours before the House committee, and only seven 
out of nineteen attended; and they did not even 
get a chance before the Senate committee, and only 

~ had one hour before a sub-committee. They are a 

pertinacious set, however, and don’t realize when 

they hav been sat down upon. They declare that 
they will never surrender, and I do not think they 
will, for they are fanatics of the first order, and 
therefore we must always be ready to meet them. 

I certainly shall not allow them to steal any march 

upon us. I hav been promised an opportunity to 

address the committee if need be. At any rate, I 

shall publish my argument, for now is the time to 

agitate. One of the members of the committee re- 
marked to me that this was * wild-cat business ;” 
and that seems to be about the way that most Con- 
gressman look upon it. But it is not wise to 
despise a foe, no matter how ridiculous he may 


of the United States, the legislativ and executiv 
branches should also concede the fact. I am pre- 
pared to admit, that while they are bound to con- 
sider that in that particular—that is, his execution 
of the law as between the parties—all the other 
branches of the government must yield. Yet when 
it comes to the conscience of any member of Con- 
gress, or any executiv, to say * Can I sign a bill?” 
or * Can I vote for a measure?’ it is for him to 
decide on the best lights he has, whether the act he 
is going to do is within the constitutional power of 
the body of which he is a member.” 

The Supreme Court can only interpret" the Con- 
stitution for itself, in it own sphere, but it cannot 
interpret the Constitution for the executiv or legis- 
lativ departments or for the people at large. No 
decision of a Supreme Court can ever make this a 
Christian government. No president, no Congress- 
man, and no citizen would be bound by any such 
decision, except, of course, the parties in suit before 
the court. 

This t&kes away one of the chief weapons of the 
Christian party; for it has been their avowed pur- 
pose to use the Supreme Court to make this a 
Christian government, and they hav, to a certain 
extent, succeeded, and there is danger that some 
day they might secure the entire Supreme Court; 
but even if they did, the Supreme Court could not 
enthrone Christianity in the Constitution. 

Moody has been holding monster revival meet- 
ings here for the last month—eight and ten thou- 
sand present afternoon and evening. There is a 
lot of music and jingle about it. I went the last 
night. It was rather tedious. The services lasted 
two hours. Moody spoke only half an hour. The 
rest was filled in with singing and praying. Moody 
preached about the prophet who brought fire from 
heaven; and to show that there was no mistake 
about it, he poured upon the altar twelve barrels 
of water. Now, Moody says that for three years 
and six months there was neither dew nor rain in 
that land—all the rivers and springs were dried up, 
he said. Where did those twelve barrels of water 
come from? I think water must hav been pretty 
scarce. I don’t believe a barrel would be left any- 
where. I don’t wonder at the fire from heaven. 
Most anything would burn with no dew or rain for 
three years and six months. It’s the water that 
puzzles me.. 

I hav received word from Mrs. Van Hoeter, of 
Grass Valley, Cal, that her husband is dead. He 
was a stanch Liberal, and died and was buried with- 
out priest or church. Grass Valley was one of the 
first places that I went to in California, and I shall 
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The Press and the Platform. 
Immediately after the publication of my book, . 
* Four Hundred Years of Freethought," I wish to 
enter upon a thorough Freethought campaign 
throughout the country. The times demand it. 
There was never greater danger than at present. 
What is needed is agitation and education. On 
every side there are signs of ecclesiastical aggres- 
sion. The church powers, through the facilities of 
corrupt politics, are surely and almost without re- 
sistance encroaching upon the liberties of the peo- 
ple. A long and hard battle is before us for human 
rights. The first thing to be done is to enlighten 
the people in the principles of American govern- 
ment, of justice and freedom, of humanity and prog- 
ress. The glorious principles of Freethought must 
be declared in their universal application. The 
clear light of reason must illuminate the message 
of science, of equality and fraternity. ; 
This requires a determined effort. It requires 
perseverance, courage, energy, and generosity. 1t 
requires steady work all along the lines, in every 
locality. Wherever there is a handful of Freethink- 
ers they should do something. They should ar- 
range for at least one lecture, if not more, in their 
community. Let this be done all over the country, 
and a great advance will be made. There will be a 
vast power in such a general and united effort. 

The platform and the press must work together 
in this great enterprise. The word spoken and the 
word printed each has its own influence. The 
lecture arouses as the book ‘cannot; but the book 
edycates through silent days and in the depths of 
thought as the lecture cannot. It is my purpose in 
the important campaign which I now undertake to 
combine these two in a method not before adopted, 
and which I believe will give new and far greater 
success to our cause. Iam sure that the Liberals 
of this country will see the immense advantages of 
the plan proposed, and will do their level best to 
make it a brilliant triumph in every state in the 
Union. Of course I must be amply supported by 


; Liberal friends or I cannot carry it through to the 
: great results which certainly can be reached if there 
‘is cordial co-operation. 


What I propose is this: 
To give lectures at the usual reasonable rates, and in 
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addition to the lecture to donate a certain amount 
of books,.to be used by the Liberals who pay for 
the lecture as campaign literature for their own 
benefit and. the education of the community in 
which the lecture is given. In this way the lecture 
will leave behind a permanent and extending influ- 
ence. My terms, therefore, are as follows: 

For $12 I will give one lecture and $4 worth of 

ooks; for $30, three lectures and $13 worth of 

-oks; for $50, five lectures and $22 worth of 

:o0ks ; for $60, six lectures and $30 worth of books; 
.or $100, ten lectures and $60 worth of books. 
These books are to be publieations of the Truth 
Seeker Publishing Company, Investigator, Free- 
thinkers’ Magazine, Independent Pulpit, and other 
Liberal publishing houses; Ingersoll’s works, 
Washburn’s, Watts’s, Remsburg’s, Shaw’s, Put- 
nam’s, etc.—Freethought and scientific literature. 
I shall pay my traveling expenses, but I shall ex- 
pect board to be provided for me at every lecture 
point. It would be impossible for me to pay hotel 
expenses at these rates.  . . 

' It will be seen that the only way by which I can 
successfully carry out this method of lecturing is to 
have a large number of appointments; at least five 
hundred—better one thousand. This will probably 
be the last extensive campaign that I shall make in 
this country, and I want to devote at least two solid 
years to the work. I want to go into every state in 
the Union and to every place where there is a hand- 
ful of Liberals. I want.to make this a campaign 
both of agitation and education ; I want to create a 
pervading and growing influence, and this comes by 
means of the books. if I give five hundred or a 
thousand lectures on these terms, thousands of dol- 
lars’ worth of Liberal books will be distributed all 
over the land, and this cannot be done in any other 
way than as I propose. What a tremendous influ- 
ence this will be for many years to come! 

Lhope that wherever possible Liberals will ar- 
range for six lectures. In this way they will get 
$30 worth of books, which will form a splendid 
nucleus for a Freethought circulating library. Be- 
sides, it takes about six lectures to thoroughly 
arouse & community, and it takes that number of 
lectures to adequately explain Freethought in its 
relations to life, philosophy, science, politics, and 
human happiness and progress. 

. It is understood that these lectures are to be 
given consecutively. I must lecture every night to 
pay my way, and Sundays must always be counted 
for two lectures; one in the daytime, and one in 


the evening. It is only by continuous labor that I. 


can make both ends meet. 

When two or three lecture points are a few miles 
apart, they can join forces for six or ten lectures at 
the rates above, provided that all my traveling ex- 
penses are paid from point to point in this combi- 
nation. l 

I shall not be able to enter upon this campaign 
until the first of June next, on account of business 
connected with the publication and distribution to 
subscribers of “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought;” but between now and that date I want at 
least three hundred lecture appointments, and I 
earnestly ask those Liberals who think of accepting 
these splendid offers to write me at once, for although 
I may noi be able to visit their field immediately, yet 
by knowing beforehand what lectures Iam to give 
throughout the country, I can arrange to do so at 
the least possible traveling expense, and it is by thus 
having three or four hundred lectures on my list 
that I am enabled to make such excellent rates, for 
what I thus save in travel is put into the books. 

It is understood that Liberals who pay for the 
lectures will make their own selection of books, only 
they must be strictly Freethought and scientific 
books. I cannot afford to make these rates for any 
other kind of l.terature. 

The following are the titles of the ten lectures I 
shall give during this campaign: 

* Rights of Man." 

“The Religious Conspiracy." 

* Liberalism and Christianity." 

“ Freethought and Morality.” 

“Evolution and Creation.” 

* The Bible and Modern Thought.” 

“Spiritualism, Theosophy, and Freethought.” 

“ Liberty and Authority." — - 

“ Ethics of Jesus.” 

Geology and Genesis." 

Now, I hope that the Liberals of America will 
accept this magnificent method of work and push 
forward with fresh enthusiasm to larger fields of 
effort. I set my mark at one thousand lectures 
for this campaign. That will distribute over 
$5,000 worth of books. Think of it! Rally. Let 
there be a memorable advance. Write at the earli- 
est moment to SawvEL P. PurNAM. 
Care of Tux Trurs Szrxrm, 28 Lafayette place, 

New York. 


Observations. 


The American Eagle flew high and yelled properly 
when the administration's proposal to restore the 
Kanaka queen to her sandwich throne was repu- 
diated as a policy of infamy. The eagle, especially 
the spread-eagle, favors the annexation of Hawaii 
and the pensioning of the queen and princess. But 
the cause of monarchy is not extinct. The same 
statesmen who thought it unamerican and undemo- 
cratic to right the wrong this nation has done the 
queen of Hawaii are now urging an amendment to 
the Federal Constitution recognizing a back num- 
ber local deity as the ruler of the United States. 
The eagle, especially the spread-eagle, likes the 
amendment; but having a military record he pre- 
fers to see the kingdom of heaven annexed to some 
Northern state, and the reigning monarch and heir 
apparent liberally pensioned. ` 


The Boston Investigator through its financial 
editor makes this announcement: : 

We-see that the government can buy forty-six cents’ 
worth of silver and pass it upon the people for a dollar;— 

That if a citizen were to do the same thing he would be 
locked up for a rascal. ; 

Not necessarily, Ernest; not necessarily. You 
may hav noticed that you can buy forty cents’ worth 
of white paper, print fifty-two numbers of the Zn. 
vestigator on it, and mail the same to a subscriber 
for three dollars. You are doing exactly “ the same 
thing" as the government so far as circumstances 
will permit, but I understand you are still at large 
and enjoying a reputation for business integrity. 


A few years ago a picture dealer in New York 
was arrested and locked up by Anthony Comstock 
for selling photographs of an actress in tights. 
About the same time a crusade was inaugurated 
against similar photographs in packages of tobacco 
and cigarets; but there is money behind ‘the to- 
bacco business and the crusade was not successful. 
Millions of the photographs hav been distributed ; 
the country is tired and surfeited with them; they 
are so common that they could not be disposed of 
for one cent per dozen; and the picture for selling 
which Conroy went to jail is so inferior to these 
others in wickedness and consequent attractivness 
that it has no place except as dead stock. Now 
what a different thing would hav occurred had 
Comstock’s crusade accomplished the object of sup- 
pene the sale of these pictures. Instead of 

ecoming harmless, and falling into the contempt 
bred of familiarity, they would still retain the power 
to corrupt and would hold their place as one of the 
dangers threatening the foundations of society. 

If Anthony Comstock and a few other professional 
meddlers would kindly pay the debt of nature, we 
should hav more lessons like that taught by the 
photographs alluded to. For example, there is 
Herr Most, the wild-eyed revolutionary Anarchist, 
several times arrested for using explosiv language, 
and at present the object of police surveillance. 
Last Sunday night Most spoke at a meeting held to 
commemorate the assassination of Czar Alexander 
of Russia, and in the course of his remarks took 
occasion to say that the present Alexander deserved 
the fate of his predecessor. Now the New York 
Sun says that such language should not be per- 
mitted, as this country is on “excellent terms” 
with Russia. I expect it is true that America is on 
hugging terms with the czar’s country, where all 
gratifying progress comes through assassination, 
but it is not to our credit. Amicable relations with 
the leading criminal of Europe is nothing to boast 
of. Herr Most is & ranter and his language is 
awful but he has never committed robbery or 
taken human life. The czar, on the other hand, 
exists only by virtue of his power to kill and rob all 
who oppose him. John Most is a gentleman as 
eompared with Alexander of Russia; also as com- 
pared with any American who wants to lock him up 
for speaking his mind. Let him alone. He is not 
wound up forever, and when he has talked himself 
out he will be as innocuousas the cigaret photograph. 


Without fear of successful contradiction I claim 
the Prophet of Gowanus as my discovery. Years 
ago after putting some of his manuscript in type, 
I wrote him that & person with & hand like his 
should not be lost to the printers. His copy is 
as pretty, almost, as a greenback, and his spelling is 
good. If he criticises my “poetry,” and calls its 
stanzas “ verses,” I can easily forgiv him. He should 
remember, though, that my lines were suggested 
by his own remarks, and in view of the inspiration 
he ought to be charitable. Still his fervor has led 
him to make assertions tbat I cannot agree with; 
as when he says that a question which goes to the 
root of my belief is answered with four verses 
(verse means line) of doggerel. I want to remind 


him that the only thing he had said respecting my 


belief was that I furnished & spectacle for gods 
and men whenever I alluded, even casually, to the 
finance question, and I want to add that his remark 
does not go to the root of any belief held by me. I - 
hav no information, and, therefore, no convictions, 
as to the way the gods are pleased to regard the 
subscriber. The Prophet’s language conveys no 
idea to my mind. It is not an intelligible state- 
ment, and I did not regard it as a proposition 
worthy of serious discussion. Hence the four 
“verses.” . " 
The Prophet’s suggestion about studying the 
finance question reminds me of an illustration which 
appears frequently in Tux Trura SEEKER, represent- 
ing a priest directing a peasant’s attention toward 
an apparition of the Virgin and at the same time 
deftly inserting his hands in the pockets of the 
spectator. If I were a politician and desirous of 
escaping criticism while filehing from the populace, 
I should certainly advise people to bury their faces 
deep in some elaborate treatis on money. While 
they were so engaged, like ostriches with their 
heads in the sand, I should improve the opportu- 
nity to get in my work. Of course we all know 
that it is bad form for anybody except a prophet or 
professor of political economy to object to robbery. 
Citizens clubbed by the police are wholly unscien- 
tific if they protest before they hav read Huxley on 
astynomocracy. Being knocked down or held up 
or kicked into the gutter, it is a sufficient answer to 
their complaint to. point out that they hav not 
studied, even elementarily, the science of assault 
and battery. A man who has not paid attention to 
works on swimming has no grievance, according to 
the Prophet, if he is thrown into water; the dampness 
is an illusion due to his ignorance. Likewise none 
but a doctor of divinity is qualified to express a 
doubt that Jonah swallowed the whale. Under 
such a system the right to warble would reside 
only with the learned class, composed of persons 
like Mr. Roscoe. while Brother John Peck and 
myself must withhold our remarks and look happy. 
I am more than pleased to be regarded as a 
butterfly. and any time when Mr. Roscoe can come 
to New York I shall be gratified to light on him. 
Gro. E Maoponaxp. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tuz.First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 P. m. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-school in same place at 12:80 p. v. 


J. E. Remssure’s appointments for March are as 
follows: 
Mar. 16, East German- 
à town, Ind. 
** 17,18, New Ross, Ind. ‘ 22, Jerseyville, Ill. 

** 19, Carrollton, Ind.  *'* 28, Union, Mo. 
i FRANKLIN STEINER’S lecture engagements are as fols 
ows: 


Mar.18. Boston, Mass. 

* 20, Wantagh, L. T. 

** 28, Greensburg, Pa. 

** 25, Newark, N. J. 
April 1, Alliance, O. ‘© 18, 14, Toledo. O. 

** 3-6, Eaton, O. ‘© 5, Detroit, Mich. 

Tus Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for March: 
March 18th—‘'A Sermon to Liberals on Religion and 

Church,” Dr. J. H. Duren Ward. 
March 25th—‘‘ Moral Philosophy,” Henry Rowley. 

Tum Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for March. 

March 16th—‘‘ Liberty and Progress in Government." 
Charles Stewart Welles, M. D. 

March 23d—‘‘Labor’s Demands of the Constitutional 
Convention.” Edward King. 

March 30th—‘*The Truth about Hawaii.” Clinton Fur- 
bish. 

Tzu lecture engagements of John R. Charlesworth are 
as follows. | 
Apr. 1, Wichita, Kan. 

‘© 2,8, Morganville, Kan. 


Mar. 20, Morristown, Ind. 
* — 21, E. St. Louis, Ill. 


8, Dayton, O. 

8, Cincinnati. O. 

9, New Ross, Ind. 
10, 11, West Point, Ind 


April 


Apr. 26, 27, 28, Delphos, O. 
** 99, Cincinnati, O. . 
‘© 4, 5, Oak Hill, Kan. ‘* 30, Mechanicsburg, O. 
“ 6,7, 8, Clay Center Kan | May 1, 2. Mechanicsburg, O. 

10, 11, 12, Pierson, Ia. | *' 3, 4. 5, Massillon, O. 
18, 14, Cushing, Ia. * 11, New York City. 

** 25, Chicago, Ill. 

Mr. Charlesworth expects to lecture at Correctionville 
and Manchester, Iowa, and several other places along the 
route, including the Cape Cod districts, towards the end 
nf May. Friends desiring lecture are reqnosted to ad- 
dress him at 165 S. Water street, Chicago, Ill. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Dates. 


Richmond, Va., March 13th. 
Knoxville, Tenn., March 14th. 
Chattanooga, Tenn., March 15th. 
Nashville, Tenn., March 16th. 
Memphis. Tenn , March 17th. 
Springfield, Mo., March 19th. 
Sedalia, Mo., March 20th. 
Jefferson City, March 21st. 
Decatur, Ill., March 22d. 
Danville, Ill., March 23d. 
Jacksonville, Ill., March 24tb. 
St. Louis, Mo., March 26th. 
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Detters of Griends. 


For the Cause—It Will Help. 
Wausau STATION, CAL., Feb. 10, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed a money 
order for $5 for one year’s subscription to 
the paper and '*Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated." The extra dollar 
for the cause. It will help a little. 
Yours truly, Jos. M. FRALEY. 


What Every Freethinker Wants. 
Woopsrock, N. B., Feb. 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find order for 
$6.65 to pay for my subscription to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and take advantage of your 
grand offer of S, P. Putnam's **Four Hun- 
dred years of Freethought.” That is just 
what every Freethinker wants at times asa 
reference. Wishing the cause every suc- 
cess, I an, : T. T. Denr. 


Bigotry Ranpant. 

Brxpy, Feb. 26, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $4 50 
to renew subscription to Tur TRUTH 
Serxrer. Do not giv the clerical cranks 
any quarter. Show the people how they 
are being deceived by them. The Meth- 
odist preacher of Blooming Prairie, this 
county, refused to giv notice of a Univer- 
salist meeting at that place a few days since. 

Yours truly, CHARLES ADBIT. 


Pleased on Short Acquaintance. 

CHANDLER, OKLA., Feb. 27, 1894. 
« Mr. Enprror: I hav been a reader of 
your valuable paper but a short time, but 
must say that I am more than pleased with 
it and the bold stand you hav taken in the 
cause of truth and right. Please send to 
my address list of books inclosed. I hope 
to be able to send you more in the near 

future. Yours for Freethought, 
Arngx. BisHor. 


Impossible to Do Without It. 

AUBURN, N. Y., Feb. 25, 1894. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed please find $4 to 
apply on my subscription, which has been 
due some time, but the scarcity of money 
has been the cause of my delay. At last I 
hav been able to raise the amount, and 
with pleasure I send it for the paper I 
prize so highly. To do without it now 
would be impossible. My hope is to be 

ever able to send in my remittance. 
Mary J. JONES. 


“The Freethinker.^? 

February 20, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: He is charitable; he has 
no fear or anticipation of future life. His 
sentiments are pure, his works a guiding- 
post to humanity. Only that which is 
good and pure has entrance into his store- 
house of truth. These are the principles 
and virtues that create for him love for 
his fellow-man, build for him monuments 
that even the hypocrits adore and the gods 
cannot destroy, though he has no faith in 

their teachings. SAMPER 'l'AXTER. 


After Our Whole Library. 
Dunnzaw, OnT., Feb. 19, 1894. 
Mz. Eprron: You will find herein cash 
for à few more books. If I hav no trouble 
with eustom-house officers, and my funds 
hold out, I shall soon hav your complete 
library. X ordered ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories” some days ago, and hope it does 


not meet with the same fate as A. W.. 


Archibald’s, of Nova Scotia. Mr. Heston’s 
cartoons are certainly very entertaining, 
and a large amount of information can be 
gathered from them. Send me your 
catalog. ARTHUR H. JACKSON. 


An Afro-American With His Eyes Open. 
OZARK, ARK., Feb. 5, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $4 for 
Truth Seeker Library for 1893, and back 
dues. 
I am what Christians call a ** nigger,” but 
I believein doing what I can to get my peo- 
ple to throw off the yoke of superstition. 
They worship a God who is ‘‘ no respecter 
of persons,” but I found to the contrary 
that he was a God of slavery, that in his 
holy.book are many passages in favor of 
that infamous institution, while nowhere 
can be found a single word against it. 
Yours, W. PIERCE. 


Preachers the Same, Regardless of Name. 
Grarton, W. Va., March 1, 1894. 
Mr. EprroR: Your shipment of books at 
hand. ‘‘Old Testament Stories" is grand. 
I show it to everybody, worldling, church- 
member, or Jew. IJ hav not attended any 
church for about four years, and don't in- 
tend to go there any more. A preacher 
is a preacher whether Catholic, Lutheran, 
Methodist, or whatever else he may call 
himself. They are for the almighty dol- 
lar and often worse things than that. I 
wish everybody could think as I do; then 
we would not feed a lot of idlers any more. 
Yours truly, CuHas. STOLZENFELD. 


Reads Everything in It. 
Wesr Surron, Mass., Feb. 11, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $10, 
for which renew my subscription to Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER another year, and send 
your ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” ** Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
book,” “Old Testament Stories. Comi- 
cally Illustrated," and ‘‘The Creation of 
God.” : 

We are well pleased with Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER; are glad to hav George E. Mac- 
donald baek, and read everything in it 
with interest. : 

With best wishes for the success of it 
and its Editor, I am, yours truly, 

J. E. PHELPS. 


A Call for Petitions. 
Pror, Inu., Feb. 22, 1894. 

Mr. Enprror: I hav read your article on 
the proposed amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and will take ad- 
vantage of your offer of petitions; please 
forward same. 

I might add that I am a regular taker of 
THE TRUTH Seeker and was one of a party 
of ten who met Sunday, Feb. 18th, to con- 
struct the foundations of a Freethought 
society in Peoria. Our secretary was in- 
structed to write you for information, etc., 
and you no doubt hav heard from him ere 
this. Will add also that I shall use all the 
means in my power to prevent said amend- 
ment becoming a part of the Constitution. 

A. D. RHINESMITA. 


Als Grist for the Christian Mill. 
SYBENE, O., March 2, 1894. 

Mr. Eprtor: Please find inclosed $3. I 
am informed that there are some fellows 
down town who are hard up; please take 
this to them as a peace offering. I trust it 
will oil up their financial joints until some 
other reader makes a payment. They call 
me a heathen because I don't walk up 
with my family, and be sheared at their 
church. The mills are grinding all around 
here; you ean hear the orthodox corn 
erackers in every direction. Everything 
that goes to their millis grist, even to 
little tots eight and nine years old. 1f my 
Christian friends pay me any time 
soon for milk I hav sold them, I want 
Putnam's **Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Yours for U. M. L., 

Frank Evans, 


The State-Church Will Make Them 
. Dance. 

Cotumsia Farts, Mont., Feb. 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Find inelosed $6.50 for 
one year’s subscription to the paper and 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 

The woods are full of Freethinkers here 
—red-hot, outspoken ones; but they seem 
shy sbout putting up $3 for the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER. They are brave, how- 
ever, when it comes to borrowing my 
copy. Some are hard up, but all could 
rustle the money for the paper, for they 
take in every jim-crow dance in a radius 
of twenty miles and spend twice the sub- 
scription price. You may rest assured 
that I hav tried to induce them to take 
your paper. 

Brother George's writings are *'hi yu 
skookum ” FRED Cooks. 


A Good Plan—Put it in Operation. 

OscEoLnA, S. D., Jan. 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5, for 
which please set the date of my tab two 
years ahead. Times are hard and crops 
hav been nearly a failure here, so itis hard 
to spare the money, but when we think 
what it would cost us Liberals to support 
the gospel if we were in the clutches of the 
rhurches, the amount seems small indeed. 
Just think of it! twenty dollarsand upward 
a year, preachers’ salary, to say nothing of 


missionary and other collections; ladies’ 
aidsodiety, gamblingschemes, ete. Verily, 
we ought to be able to support our few 
Liberal papers, and pay for an occasional 
lecture. Indeed, why cannot we hav lec- 
ture circuits all over the United States, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Smith’s Oregon plan? 
Liberals should certainly be williug to sup- 
port such an organization even if there 
could be only one lecturer to a state. It 
would not leave us so much at the mercy 
the sky-pilots in case of funerals.. Our lec- 
turers could organize the circuits when 
they were on their regular lecture trips. 
Would be glad to hear what others think- 
of this and would be glad to hav the ball 
set rolling. C. STRATTON. 


Seed that Has Already Germinated. 

MiwNzEAPOLIS, Minn., Feb. 27, 1894. 
` Mr. Eprror: I am very much attached 
to your valuable paper, and I am trying, 
in my feeble way, to do something for the 
cause of Freethought. I hav been taking 
Tur Truru SxExxR for about three years. 
But I hav very few copies on hand, for I 
feel that they are too good to lie still, so I 
commenced to send them to acquaintances 
soon after my first subscription. I mailed 
& number to Lamont, Ia.; Capron, Ill; 
Strawberry Point, Ia.; and I see by the 
paper that some of my sowing has borne 
fruit, especially at Lamont, Ia. At pres- 
ent I am sending copies as soon as I get 
through with them to the different fire 

departments of this city. 

I see that my subscription expires on 
March 1st, so please find inclosed $6.50 for 
continuation of subscription and ‘* Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” 

S. C. Topp. 


Hard to Teach Science to Theologians. 
MARTINSVILLE, ILL., Feb. 19, 294. 
Mr. EprronR: I see by the best paper 
published—Tue TRUTH SrEkzER—that the 
Christian tyrants are trying to insinuate 
their God and their religion into the Con- 
stitution. Please send me three or four 
petitions against the Christian amend- 
ment. I will do what I can in securing 
signatures to it in this very religious com- 
munity, but it is very discouraging in try- 
ing to teach ascientific truth to a mind 
destitute of the primary principles of 
knowledge; so we find the most of church 
members on the subject of evolution. And 
generally one controversy educates them 
to avoid & second encounter on the same 
subject. I received those books—‘‘ Mind 
and Matter,” by Büchner, and ‘‘ Dynamic 
Theory,” by Alexander, and I am delighted 
and enlightened every hour I study them. 
Herein you will find stamps, for which 
send me ‘‘ The Giant Delusion,” ‘‘Church 
and State," ‘‘God in the Constitution," 
‘í The Public School and the Catholics,” 
and your new catalog. J. T. House. 


The Eternal Need of Eternal Vigilance. 
Harwion, Mass., Feb. 9, 294 

Mr. Epıror: Find inclosed fifty cents 
in postage stamps, for which send me the 
**Bible Inquirer,” '*'Thumbserew and 
Rack,” and ‘‘Self-Contradictions of the 
Bible." 

Ihav never made mention of the lect- 
ures given here by Remeburg and Putnam. 
It is needless, perhaps, to say they were 
masterly and were well received by those 
present to hear, but the weather and some 
other circumstances, needless to mention, 
were unfavorable, and the attendance was 
small. It seemed a pity that such elab- 
orate lectures were heard by so few. 

Charlesworth came last November, but 
owing to the failure of his telegram to 
reach me there was no preparation made 
and consequently no lecture. However, 
Charlesworth will get around to it some 
time and giv us, what we need, a stirring- 
up. A 
The Methodists sometimes get up ‘‘re- 
vivals.” I wish we Freethinkers could do 
the same, but get up such as will last. The 
Methodists’ are only temporary excite- 
ments, and soon are followed by reaction. 
Let ours be eternal vigilance. 

B. F. ROBBINS. 


Menaces to Religious Liberty. 
CHEYENNE, Wyo., Feb. 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprrog: I will certainly attempt to 
help out our cause, for I am well aware 
that it will be & bad day for this country’s 
liberty-loving peopleif there are not enough 


of us to hoid the balance of power, when 
ye God-loving religionists get down to the 
serious mercy of their creeds—exterminat- 
ing each other in the approved styles pecu- 
liar to their different interpretations of the 
alleged ** Word of God." From every in- 
dication of the times, this God-like love for 
each other is becoming each day of a more 
passionate character. The attempted Sun- 
day-closing of the World's Fair; the inces- 
sant efforts to get public money for secta- 
rian purposes; attempts to tamper with the 
Constitution; efforts to inject religious 
teachings into our public schools; the 
murder-advocating utterances of the jesuit 
Sherman recently, and many other like in- 
dications, should certainly be sufficient 
warnings to all lovers of liberty and free- 
dom, that unless they exert every resource 
in behalf of our cause these religious fanat- 
ies (with intellects so narrow that a micro- 
scope is necessary to get a focus on them) 
will utterly destroy every liberty we at 
present enjoy. Omas. S. ERSwELL. 


Sere in Years, but Vigorous in Thought. 
XEvANSVILLE, Wis., Feb. 19, 1894. 

Mr. Epıror: I hav now got some money 
and you will find inclosed post-office 
order for $10 for Putnam’s ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought;” Remsburg’s 
** Abraham Lincoln;” two of Miss Wixon’s 
address at the World's Fair; two of ** His- . 
toric Means of Grace;” subscription to 
the paper, and $1 for Heston. Send 
catalog. The people here hav lately got 
up a public library; I want to see if they 
will pick out $10 worth of books I will get 
and giv them for the library. j 
` I hav taken Tot TRUTH SEEKER for 
seventeen years or more and tried to cir- 
culate it. I livin a little town of about 
eighteen hundred inhabitants with six dif- 
ferent religious societies; two Baptist, two 
Methodist, one Episcopalian, and one 
Congregationalist. There has never been 
a Liberal lecture here. I was not able to - 
bear all the expense, and could not get 
much help, nor a fit mau to take the lead. 
I am now eighty-seven years old; am so 
deaf that I cannot hear publie speaking; 
can see to read some with one eye; you 
eannot expect much of me. 

Thine for the right, P. F. SPENSER. 


\ 

Congress Heeded Christian Petitions. 

Davenport, Wasa., Feb. 21, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I see in your paper that 
the Christians are trying to hav God and © 
the church recognized in state affairs and 
that you call for petitions to be sent to 
Congress relativ thereto. Allow me to 
sav that I don’t think petitions are a very 
effectiv way to counteract influences of 
that kind. Look at the petitions relativ 
to the World’s Fair; Congressmen never 
see them, or if they do, never take any 
notice of them. The only way I see to do 
any good is to send two or three competent 
men to meet these committees and present 
the fallacies of thismove. If this doesn’t 
hav any effect our case is hopeless. And 
in order to defray expenses and carry on 
the guerrilla warfare I pledge $5, provid- 
ing such a course is pursued. As long as 
men go to Congress with a view to please 
the majority in place of maintaining 
justice and right for a guide in our na- 
tional affairs the door will always be open 
for greed and corruption. They hav 


legislated so long that the country is 


nearly on the brink of ruin. It isa pity 
that such tactics hav to be resorted to; 
shame, oh; shame! PETER SELDE, Sn. 

(The course recommended by Mr. Selde 
is the one pursued. The $5 will help pay 
ths necessary expenses.—Ep. T. S.] 


A Trinity ef Privileged Classes, - 
Diamonp, ARK., Feb. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Enprron: Question— Where is the 
predieate for these hard times? 

What are the three greatest evils in our 
body politic? 

Who are the three favored and privileged 
aristocrats in our nation that support and 
sustain plutocracy; yes, upon which the 
plutocrats maintain and support themselvs? 

Answer — The titled and privileged 
M.D's, lawyers, and priests (whether they 
be Catholic, Presbyterian, Baptist, or 
Episcopal). These three brothers form 
the tripod upon which plutocracy supports 
itself. They are the three evil brothers in 
our body politic. They hav special laws 
that giv them rights and privileges that 
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are not granted to any other class of 
American citizens. They are the three ty- 
rants that to-day clutch the people by the 
throat, for through these three are the 
people degraded and being led to the 
prison-pen. All must recognize their au- 
thority and tyranny. 
the thinking for the masses, and the 
masses must comply because forced by law 
to follow these three demons of evil. They 
are the enemies of liberty and thé estop- 
pers of. justice. With them the Declara- 
tion of Independence is a dead letter. 
Destroy this triple alliance and plu- 
toeracy Will fall of itself. We ask not for 
sympathy or pity, but we do demand 
justice, We ask for no platform, for we 
stand by and upon the Declaration of 
American Independence, and upon it and 
by it we stand or fal.  — : 
Dz. G. H. Mmuzr, 


Must Hav ** Four Hundred Years.» 
Sr. Paur, Minn., Feb. 27, 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find 


money order for a ‘‘Freethinker’s Picto- 


rial Book.” Please send it at your very 
earliest convenience, as I am going to hav 
afew young Freethought friends at my 


bachelor house on a coming Sunday. 


Money is pretty scarce, and a fellow don’t 
know how long his job will last him, but I 


wantthat ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 


thought,” if I hav to liv on corn-meal and 


potatoes for the next six months. Well, 


we had a ckance to hear Ingersoll. I 
must say I was surprised to see so many 
prominent church people out to hear the 
Some of the most 
popular clergymen had sensational meet- 
Dr. Smith, of 


** Mistakes of Moses.” 


ings at their holy palaces. 
the People’s church, had Mayor Eustis, 
from Minneapolis. 


municipal government. | 
others were delivering series of lectures, 


the most important one to be given Sunday 
But that cut no figure as regards 
I saw a woman 
there with her husband, who I did not 
think could be induced to go within four 
The man 
holds a prominent position in a railroad 
He does not hav much love for 
clergymen, though he never says any- 
thing; but whatI want to bring out is this: 


night. 
the ** Mistakes of Moses.” 


blocks of Robert Ingersoll. 


company. 


This woman is subject to heart trouble, 


and when she is taken down, she invari- 
ably begins to fight with her imaginary 
devil of the Episcopalian church. So you 
can see that people are taking some stock in 
the *' Mistakes of Moses,” even out in wild 


Minnesota, as it may well be called yet. - 
FRED BOLLINGER, 

Curious Effect of a Revival. 
Riorvinuz, Ia., Mar. 2, 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: This village is again 


severely afflicted with a Methodist howling 


spell. The other night I attended one of 
the revival meetings and before the ser- 


vices were over I was ''moved by the 
spirit” (of Freethought) to do all in my 
power to crush the monster (Christianity 


and church bigotry) and to do all I can for 
the advancement of Freethought and 
Liberalism. So please find inclosed $6.50 
for one year’s subscription to your paper 


‘and Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Hard times and scarcity 
of money compel me to take advantage of 


Freethought.” 


your liberal offer. I think it is needless 
for you to advertise the book any more 
` than to state that S. P. Putnam is its au- 
thor, for everybody who reads Mr. Put- 


nam's articles in THE TRUTH SEEKER knows 


that ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought” will be one of the best books ever 
published. I often think that God must 
hav been on our side when he inspired Mr. 
Putnam to leave the church and work for 
the good cause of mental liberty. 

I often imagin what I would do if I was 
an almighty God, Instead of counting 
hairs and watching sparrows fall I would 
prevent all railroad and steamboat and 
other accidents which cost thousands of 
lives annually and untold suffering. I 
would prevent all droughts, floods, cy- 
clones, and other destructiv storms. I 
would open all the hospitals and insane 
asylums and turn all the patients out sane 
and in good health. I would open all 
jails and state prisons and turn all the 
prisoners out good citizens. I would 
cause universal harmony and peace to pre- 


It is they who do 


He and the dootor of 
divinity had & debate upon the methods of 
Some of the 


THE TRUTH 


the credulous and superstitious people and 
replace it with the religion of humanity. 
I would turn all the gospel shops and 
temples of superstition into temples of 
knowledge, I would compel all sky-pilots 
and pious’ drones to work for an honest 
living instead of allowing them to get their 
living and money under false pretenses. 
After I had all that accomplished I would 
look around and find plenty more to do 
which would be beneficial to mankind. 

: Wishing you and Mr. Putnam sucoess 
in your noble work of liberating humanity 
from the thralldom of superstition and 
sectarian tyranny, I remain, E 

Yours for Freethought, 
Henry Bisson. 


The Absurdities of the Babel Story. 
EsxnRtDGE, Kan., Feb 26, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Why should Christians be 
fearful of investigation? Superstition is 
the child of ignorance and fear. We learn 
from observation, experience, and investi- 
gation, Tue TRUTH SEEKER was born of a 
desire to know the truth, a wish to educate 
the ignorant. Ignorance is the mother of 
a great deal of crime; as Colonel Ingersoll 
says, ‘‘fear is the dungeon of the mind," 
and as crime is born of ignorance and sa- 
perstition, a cultivator of ignorance is a 
cultivator of crime. 

District No. 49, situated about seven 
miles from here, contains some very Lib- 
eral and intelligent people. About three 
weeks ago the school board of that district 
called at my place of business, and invited 
me to deliver a lecture at school-house No. 
49, allowing me to select my own subject. 
I said that my subject would be, '*Evolu- 
tion of and Mistakes About the Christian 
Religion." 'The night selected the house 
was filled with men, women, and chil- 
dren. 


would do what I could to start them on the 
journey to intellectual freedom. I began 
speaking five minutes before 8 o’clock, 
and closed a little after 10 o’clock. I never 


addressed a more attentiv audience in my 
One old gentleman, who was of the 
Christian persuasion, was among the first 
to grasp my hand when the lecture was 


life. 


over. He was greatly interested in the 


emarks concerning the ‘‘ Tower of Ba- 
bel" I said the account was not only 


false but foolish; if this globe was all made 


into bricks it would not build a tower half 
way to some of those stars, and God ought 


to hav known better than to hav shown 
any concern in the matter. He ought to 


hav known that they would hav to giv it 


up; but it seems he was afraid the people 
would get into heaven. 


died of old age, and hand his hod to the 
other fellow, and so on. 


would be weeping and wailing and gnash- 


ing of teeth; then God could ‘‘laugh at 


their calamity and mock when their fear 
cometh.” Since I lectured there a minis- 
ter (who had one of his disciples attend 
my lecture to take items) has been try- 
ing to explain some of my propositions, 
which is fun for the listeners. 

C. V. Wiiatiams. 


Mr. Remsburg’s Lecture in Elmira. 

Erma, N. Y., Mar. 1, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: As was thoroughly adver- 
tised, Mr. Remsburg leotured in this city 
Saturday evening, February 24th, to an 
audience of two hundred intelligent listen- 
ers, the élite of Elmira, and had it been 
any but Saturday evening with the mer- 
cury down to ten degrees below zero, it 
being hardly safe for people to be away 
from their own firesides, Stancliffe Hall, 


with a seating capacity of five hundred, 
would hardly hav accommodated the peo- 


like of which has not been given here for 
many years. 
noted ‘‘ False Claims of the Church” in 
such a masterly, 
manner as to secure the closest attention 
of all present, and he was repeatedly and 
loudly applauded by nearly the whole 
audience. 
ville, Pa.—twenty-five miles distant—to 
hear the fearless champion of Freethought. 


seventy-five years of age—identified with 
Elmira for fifty years—Mr. Strait, a live, 
wide-awake, right-thinking Freethinker, 
and the writer of these lines, felt that we 
had a herculean task to perform. Briefly, 
I will say we, & trinity of Freethought, 
liberty, and justice, went to work with a 
will, determined to hev the truth pro- 


I was told that some Christians 
were present, and as I feared I might not 
hav them before me again, I thought I 


How could they 
get the mortar and brick to the top when 
they got the tower a million miles high? 
One fellow would carry the hod until he 


They would be 
compelled to hav taverns all along the 
journey, and where would they get their 
supplies? No pastures for stock, and the 
soil would not be very productiv; no wa- 
ter to drink or mix the mortar with, and 
after they got so-high, the brick pile would 
be liable to bend a little; and if they gota 
little too close to some other planet, the 
force of gravity would cause the top to 
come away with all the crew—then there 


Mr. Remsburg gave his 


forceful, convincing 


Several came over from Austin- 


In making preparations Mr. Tillson, 


claimed in our city, and we know of no 


better subj ct than ‘‘ False Claims.” Its 


author—invincible, like a brave warrior 
crowned with triumph and. majesty—in a 
calm, dispassionate, but earnest, unan- 
swerable discourse, utterly demolished the 
claims set up by the church. Even 
church-members admitted freely and un- 
reservedly that not a single statement 
made by the speaker could be denied—all 
was absolutely true. All seemed greatly 
Pleased with both the lecture and the 
lecturer and express a desire for hie 


return, and we propose to hav Mr. Rems- | 


burg come here again to giv us a series of 
three lectures, and on Sunday we will 
confront him with an audience ‘‘like unto 
a multitude." i 
. The amount collected from our good 
Liberal friends was more than enough to 
defray all expenses; the residue we gave 
to Mr. Remsburg, in addition to a stipu- 
lated amount previously intended for him; 
we just doubled the amount, feeling that 
we could afford to, for he gave us & splen- 
did lecture, expanding upon the subject, 
going over much ground, absolutely ex- 
hausting that famous lecture, ‘‘ False 
Claim: of the Church.” 

Mr. Remsburg wil] not forget his recep- 
tion in Elmira—a crowning success. Here 
are press notices: 


Mr. Remsburg has a graceful but forci- 
ble delivery and elucidated his views, which 


are of the Ingersoll order, in a manner 
that stamped him as a really able and elo- 


quent Freethought orator.—JZmíra Tele- 
gram, 
The lecture was well attended. 


of the arguments he brought forth were 
well calculated to set people to thinking. 
—Elmira Budget. 

L. DeWrrr GRISWOLD. 


The Prophet Laughs. 
Brooxuyrs, N. Y., March 6, 1894. 


Mz. Eprror: Ha! ha!! ha!!! Did we not 
say he was a poet? Never since Touch- 


stone has anyone ever rhymed with so lit- 


tle reason. And Our George ‘‘ will rhyme 


you 80, eight years together, dinners and 


suppersand sleeping hours [not] excepted;” 
for hecan rhyme quite as funnily with his 


mouth full and in his sleep as during 


times that would seem more favorable for 
rhyming. But we wish that our poet had 
been able to get the proper number of feet 


into the last line but one, of his poem, 


without accusing us of writing ‘‘into the 
paper." That ‘‘was the most unkindest 


eut of all.” Ifrhymes could perform the 
functions of reasons, and if fun conld neu- 
tralize fact, Our George would be simply 
invincible. That they caonot is his mis- 
fortune, not his fault. But then no one 
expects argument on the matter of finance 
from our poet any more than he expects 
sedateness from the butterfly. If he were 
different he would not be the samé, and 
therefore would not be Our George. We 
must take him as he is, for if we attempt to 
improve him we will probably spoil him. 
But we do wish that our butterfly would 
confine his attention to those things which 
everyone is at liberty to guess at, and let 
those subjects alone which are demonstra- 
ble; for really we get dogmatism ad nau- 
seam from the theologians. Proof, argu- 
ment, the reason why, are the crying needs 
of the hour, and those who say that any- 
thing is trae because they say it is true are 
of no earthly use. If George wili confine 
his genius to the manufacturing of amus- 
ing accounts regarding the siwash coun- 
try, or to descriptiv essays about thumb- 


The 
gentleman was listened to with much 
interest by the many present, and many 
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screws and chastity belts, or to answering 
correspondents we never heard of with re- 
gard to matters we know nothing and care 
nothing about, until such time as he has 
studied the question of finance at least ele- 
mentarily, he will probably .be able to 
write something on that topic that will be 
worth the time spent in reading it. 
alas and slack! he will probably prove 
headstrong enough to reject our advice on 
the ground that a genius can catch sound 
ideas as he would the measles. 
way geniuses are built. 
ered a royal road to knowledge universal, 
and any subject, no matter how abstruse, 
develops its mysteries automatically to 
them as they run. 
sufficient for their their supernal perspi- 
cacity; need for revision of their first im- 
pressions is never suggested to them by 
adverse criticism, and questions which go 
-to the root of their belief are answered by 
four verses of doggerel instead of argü- 
ment. 
student lamp, George, and go at the 
financial question like à man some night 


But 


This is the 
Each has discov- 


Surface indications are 


Bay & barrel of kerosene and a 


when the baby is free from colic. 
E. O. Rosoox. 


To the Prophet of Gowanus. 
DzznmaG, Mz., March 6, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: To those who of late seem 
more interested in finance than in the re- 
ligious aspect I respectfully address the 
following verses: 


There is bickering, and dissection 
Of finances and protection 
Among our noble champions of liberty of 
ate, 
And this fruitless agitation 
Seems of infinit duration, 
Without a breathing period or chance to 
lubricate. 


But I think our worthy brothers, 
Out of due respect for others 
And the cause of Liberalism, had best pull 
in their horns ; : 
For their language is abusiv, 
An ’tis by no means conduciv 
To feelings of fraternity to pinch your 
neighbor’s corns. 


T.et’s leave finance where we found it, 
With the questions that surround it, 
Which are safe a little longer in the hands 
of Uncle Sam ; 
And turn our whole attention 
To some things I now will mention 
Which are being propagated by the fol- 
lowers of the Lamb. 


There’s the God and Christ amendment, 
Just now in the ascendant, 
Which they mean to push in Congress for 
all that they are worth; 
And our friends Materialistic, 
Spiritistic or Deistic. 
Must hitch horses and defeat it if they 
wish to liv on earth, 


For we read in every letter 
That they mean again to fetter 
The minds of honest freemen with super- 
stition’s chain; 
Tt will roll our history’s pages 
Back into the Middle Ages, 
And our thinkers and reformers will hav 
lived and died in vain. 


Freemen, cease these vain discourses, 
And at once uuite your forces, 
Let us don the Freethought armor and do 
battle while we can; 
Let us write Truth’s vindication 
In the annals of the nation: ` : 
** Religious toleration is the right of every 
man." FRED IRISH. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


e e 
Woman: Four Ceuturies of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 200 pp.. $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 


oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.25. 

TheStory Hour. AnExceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Bupersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 

trated covers; 4to, 2% pp., boards, £1. : 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO. 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Development 
: of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


OoxTENTS: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
Oompetent? The Fathers Quoted as Boriptur^ 
Books Which are Now Called Ápooryphal. Tho 
ôs. "The Ohristian Oanon. 

Paper, 60 cents; oloth, 75 cents. 


Hereti 
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@hildren’s (Sorner. 


tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


Anne Boleyn’s Execution—1536. 


Her golden head bowed low. 
With the heavy weight of care, 

And in her eyes’ blue luster, 
The bitterest despair. 

I wis she little recks or heeds, 
The rcaffold’s shadow there. 


She had not thonght to die, 
When with each brilliant guest, 
Thronging the castle halls, 
Her laugh rang merriest; 
And had no premonition, 
Of her cruelly sad death. 


Now in the gibbet’s awful gloom, 
Her soul was filled with dread. 
And thoughts of f-eath and eternity 
Bowed low the graceful head. 
“ The king is just; I am unfit 
For future life.” she said. 


Ah, words of dread import! 
Oh, kneeling, weeping queen! 

In those words of supplication, 
Is self-condemnation seen; 

And over each accuser’s face 
Do smiles tiiumphant gleam. 


A memory unrevered! 
A pitying word unsaid; 
Fair innocence in saintly garb, 
Mocked by a power dread; 
And justice. under des pot’s reign, 
To bru'ish beasts has fled. 
—Ipa BALLOU. 


oe 
What the Little Folks Are Saying. 


A teacher was expatiating on the beauties 
of paradise to a class of London street 
Arabs, lately. All at once the interest 
flagged. He asked why, when a lad said, 
**'They'd never hav the likes of us about 
them places, teacher, the bobby ’ud chivvy 
us out in no time." That is, ‘‘The police 
would drive us out in no time." 

SOMETHING SHE HADN'T THOUGHT OF. 

Mary is the proud possessor of a doll 
that her younger brother has never been 
allowed to play with. Buta short time 
ago, Mnry decided that if she married 
the doll to Harrold the doll’s happiness 
would be increased. Harrold at first ob- 
jected, but finally allowed his sister to 
say the few binding words. Then, grab- 
bing the doll he started on a run for out 
of doors, pursued by Mary. ‘‘ You can’t 
hav her any more,” he called back. ‘*You 
would marry her to me. And now she’s 
mine.” — Boston Transcript. 

DISCOVERERS OF THE OLD WORLD. 

A principal of one of the grammar 
schools in Savannah, an old time Irish 
pedagog, relates an incident which is well 
worthy of repetition and is indicativ of 
the aptness of the Irish South. 

One day while he was instructing his 
class in geography the bishop of the dio- 
cese happened in, and, as is the custom, 
propounded some questions to the pu- 
pils. ‘* What partsof the globe comprise 
the old and the new world?” was readily 
and correctly answered, and when asked 
who was the discoverer of the new world 
one powerful chorus answered ‘‘ Christo- 
pher Columbus.” 

** Now, my little men," said the bishop, 
you hav told me who discovered the new 
world, but ean any of you tell me who dis- 
eovered the old world?" i 

A dead silence for a few seconds, when 
a little chap named Mahoney, the son of & 
shoemaker, held up his hand. 

** Well, my little man,” said the bishop, 
‘tlet us hav your answer.” 

The surprise of the teacher and bishop 

‘ean be imagined when the youngster re- 
plied in a voice showing confidence in 
his answer, ‘‘Adam and Eve, my lord." 
—Savannah Press. 

M 


Correspondence. 


ANDOVER, Kan., Jan. 21, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. I enjoy reading the 
letters of the Corner. I go to school, and 
study reading, writing, spelling, arith- 
metic, geography. grammar, physiology, 
and civil government. I hav two sisters 
and one brother. I liv in the southern 
part of Kansas. Weare having splendid 
warm winter weather for Kansas. [I liv on 
a farm of one hundred and forty-eight 
acres; a creek runs through it. Its name 


E tited by Miss Susan H. Wrox, Fall 
Aver, Mass., to whom all Communica- 


'| class. 


is Dry creek. 
nights. 


and that stops to-night. 
the church is dying here. 
SEEKER in this neighborhood. 


best paper that he ever read. 


see this in print. 


thinker friend, Lotta Wore. 


Luano, Or., Jan. 21, 1894, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER for a lon 
hav a nice two-year-old colt. 


will be printed. Loru May JoHNSON. 

[What a splendid girl—and what a help 
to mamma! We are glad to welcome Lulu 
to the Corner. — Ep. C. C.] 


BunrmGTON, Kan., Feb. 1, 1894. 
Drar Miss Wixow : This is my first let- 
ter tothe Corner. Iam twelve years of age. 
I got acquainted with Tax TRUTH SEEKER 
Christmas at Mr. Barland's. Ifind it a 
very interesting paper. I was left an or- 
phan at eleven years of age, and was not 
brought up to any religion. . T was left to 

think for myself. Your friend, 
Herr WILLIAMSON. 


[It would save much trouble if every 
one would think for himself. We are glad 
to add Hettie's name to our list of friends. 
—Ep. C. 6.) 


Eau Cramer, Wis., Jan. 28, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write a letter to the Corner for the first 
time. My father has taken Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER for a number of years. I like to 
read the Children’s Corner. We liv abont 
a half mile from the city on a farm. We 
hav a good many neighbors; the most of 
them are church-members, Catholics and 
Methodists. My father has a great many 
discussions with them on Christianity. [ 
goto school I study reading, arithmetio, 
grammar, spelling, and geography. I hav 
one brother and four half brothers. My 
father is asked if he brings his children up 
to believe as he does. He tells them he 
teaches them the truth. As my letter is 
getting long I will close, hoping this will 
escape the waste-basket. Yours truly, 

Amy SHERMAN. 


(If all children could be taught the 
exact truth in all things, the world would 


-be the better for it.—Ep. C. C.] 


EmmrRTSBURG, IA., Jan. 31, 1894. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: I wanted to hav my 
name in the Children’s Corner, so I just 
thought I would write a letter. Papa takes 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and the letters in the 
Children’s Corner are very nice. Iam in 
the second room and in the A grammar 
I study geography, arithmetic, 
language, spelling, and I write this on the 
typewriter because I thought you could 
read it better. Iam in the third reader, 
and.in about a month I will be in the 
fourth reader and in the third room. I am 
going to hav a ''safety " in the summer. 
Papa went to the World's Fair. And we 
hav been building. Iam nine years old. 
We liv right by the lake, and I can skate 
very nicely, mamma says. But the skating 
is all spoiled because it has been snowing. 
I will write another time. Hoping to see 
my letter in the Children’s Corner, I will 
close for this time. 

From your friend, Broox Conoon, 


[Another bright boy added to our band. 
—Ebp. C. C.] 


Port Townsend, Wasa., Jan. 19, 1894. 
Dzar Miss Wixow: I am going to write 
you a few lines while I hav time. We hav 
had vaeation now for four weeks. I hav 
many school-mates, but they are all Chris- 
tians. One of the girls brought the '* Old 
Testament Stories" to school one day and 
wanted us all to look at it, but she did not 
know herself what it meant. Some would 
not go near it; they said it was very mean 
to make fun of the Bible. The teacher 
told her to take it home again, because 
some mothers would not like their children 
to look at it. T am the only Freethinker 
in our class. I am twelve years old and 
‘would like to correspond with some of the 
Corner friends about my age. Papa has 
taken Tue TRUTH SEEKER very long and 
we all enjoy reading the Corner and look- 
ing at the pictures. I take the Youth's 
Companion, which contains many nice 
stories. Iam very fond of reading and so 
is my sister. As my letter is getting too 
long, I wiil close, hoping this will escape 
the waste-basket. From your friend, 
JENNIE lrFFLAND, 
Sours FRAMINGHAM, Mass., Jan. 21, 1894. 
Drar Miss Wrox: I just came into the 
house, and thought I would write to you. 
I hav been skating on a stream that runs 
by our house. Iam eleven years old and 


We are having revival 
meetings here, or one started, running two 
The attendance was so meager 
that they turned it into prayer-meeting, 
That is the wav 


We hav very many readers of Tue TRUTH 
My 
father takes the paner and thinks it is the 
Well, I 
guess I will close for this time, hoping to 
I remain your Free- 


Drar Miss Wrxon: Mv papa has taken 
time. I 
am going 
to school. and I read in the third reader, I 
am nine years old and I help my mamma 
do the housework. I do hope this letter 


hav four sisters younger than myself. We 
bav never attended church or Sunday- 
school. All we do on Sunday is help 
mamma to do the work and then go out and 
play tag or steps. I guess my papa is the 
only man in town that takes Tas TRUTH 
SeeExeR and Investigator He went to 
hear Colonel Ingersoll three times this 
winter and be says he will go every time 
he comes to Boston. Papa said. he would 
like to see you very much and I would too. 
Your Liberal friend, Rosrs MoCaw. 
[Rosie is one of an interesting family 
whom it would delight our hearts to see. 
Itis far more creditable to help mamma 
when she is tired than to idle away the time 
in a Snnday-school. Rosie will always 
find a welcome in this Corner. — En. C. C.] 


Weyauwega, Wis., Jan. 20, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wixon: Weyauwega is a 
pretty little town with about one thousand 
people, There are five churches and six 
saloons, which I think are enough to send 
us all tohades. We also hava high school, 
a grist-mill, a brewery, a basket factory, 
a cheese factory, and a creamery. 

We liv a mile from town. I hav always 
lived in town, but I like country life better, 
for T can roam about the fields and gather 
wild flowers, and listen to the sweet songs 
of the many birds that liv among the trees. 
The Waupaca river runs through our pas- 
ture. Papa has our place nearly set out to 
fruit, He is going to raise fruit and poul- 
try. Iam anxious for spring to come, for 
Leland and I are going to hav a garden of 
our own. Inez Dawes. 

(Weyauwega must be a thriving place in 
spite of its churches and saloons, which 
somehow seem always to go along together. 


—Ebp. C. C.] 


As my letter is rather long I will close: 
but I will remain your friend, SC 
GzaacE MoNwnox, 
[We are glad to hav Gracie one of our 
ever-increasing band of young Freethink. 
ers. Our love to Mamma Monroe, and.we 
are sorry to hav missed seeing her at Chi-. 
cago.—Ep. C. C.] 
Kansas Crry, Mo., Jan. 24, 1894. 
My Drar Frenn “iss Wrxon: Asit hag 
been some time since I wrote to the Chil. 
dren's Corner, and wishing the pleasure of 
expressing my thoughts, I take the oppor- : 
tunity offered bytheCorner. Since my last 
communication I hav changed my address 
andalsovocation. lamatpresentattending 
a college of dentistry, and as I pursue my 
studies of anatomy and chemistry, it 
strengthens my anti-orthodox belief. 
Speaking of religion, I think it purely 
of human origin. Take the thought of 
**heaven?" Can anyone conjure anything 
grander? ‘* Eternal happiness," **limng 
forever,” just what everyone wishes for, 
and has from time immemorial. The 
writers of the Bible fixed that part so as to 
answer for all time to come. Tf they had 
done the same with the balance there 
would not be so much disbelief. But no; 
we hav another place called hell which is 
not such a pleasant place (according to 
their theory), That is what everyone gets 
who does not accept their teaching. ‘‘A 
merciful God” (so-called) planted the seeds 
of deception. The human nature is not 
correct or we would not hav a tendency to 
be disobedient; that shows humanitv want 
no ruling power over them. Since I came 
here I hav attended a number of churches, 
but no religion in a true sense—all style 
and vanity. I thought if the houses of 
worship were turned into tenement houses 
for the poor and the salary of the minister 
contributed to the poor fund, there would 
not be so much misery, and it would be a 
Christian act. Yours for the progress of 
Freethought, Juris E. KRAFT. 
[Julias is just right. Very glad to hear 
from him again.—Ep. C. C.] 


MonnisoN's Buse, bier a 
i N. ZEALAND, Jan. 3, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I hav posted for you 
the Christmas number, 1893, New Zealand 
Graphic. It has four splendid colored 
pictures, also a lithograph picture of the 
city of Wellington, capital of New Zealand. 

I hav sent you this present because I 
thought you would be pleased to receive 
from this part of the world a token of re- 
spect from one of the readers of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER paper, who is acquainted 
with the interest you take in the welfare 
of the Children; and l hope you may be 
spared for many years, to work for their: 
good. ' From your friend, BARRATT. 

{Thank you, dear friend Barratt, for 
your kindness. The beautiful number of 
the Graphic has just arrived. The pict- 
ures are lovely—a revelation of that land 
of luxuriant summer beauty—a paradise 
among the palms. Thanks for kind words 
of appreciation. May you, too, liv long 
and prosper. —E». C. C.] 


Hoorzston, ILL., Tan. 20, 1894. ^ 

Mx Dzar Aunt Susrg: Once more I take 

it upon myself to write to you; this time 
in behalf of the graduating class of Hoopes- 
ton's high school. Our professor has got- 
ten deeply interested in politics, and con- 
sequently is neglecting his duties to our 
class. Weare all very much worried in re- 
gard to the form of exercise for our com- 
mencement. Whenever the subject is mien-. 
tioned, the principal says he is ‘‘looking 
out for something new." Now we are get- 
ting anxious. So I came to the conclusion 
that I would write to you before it was too 
late and ask if you cculd suggest appro- 
priate exercises for a class of seven girls 
and two boys. We cannot hav orations, 
and one class has given selections from 
various noted authors and poets, so to get 
something new for so large a class is rather 
a difficult task. We usually hav about two 
months and a half to prepare our parts in, 
and itis fast nearing time we knew some- 
thing about them. Now, if you can make 
any suggestion befitting the occasion you 
will greatly oblige the entire class and es- 
pecially myself. 
We hav just received our TRUTH SEEKER 
for this week, and as usual it is just grand. 
The young lady friend I spoke of in my 
last letter to the Corner has promised to 
write to youtoo. I think I hav succeeded 
in making a Freethinker of her. I do hope 
80, any way. 

We are having miserable weather now. 
**'The bottom has fallen out of the Lord's 
water tank,” and we poor mortals are suf- 
fering the consequences. It hasrained for 
nearly three days consecutivly, and is still 
raining to-night. We hav all been suffer- 
ing withsevere colds, but are getting better 
now. 

I think your little poem entitled **A 
Wish” is splendid. We should all strive 
for the same end. 

We allsend love and best wishes to your- 
self and sister. If you eannot answer pri- 
.| vately, answer the way that is most conve- 
nient, and you will greatly oblige vour 
loving friend, IDA JomssTON, 


(There is nothing better for such exer. 
cises than original- essays, declamations, 
music, etc. —Ep. C. C.] i 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


veynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar s» 
long a8 the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded or every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


addres: THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


i OR Kan., Feb. 2, 1894. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I delight in reading 
the Corner, and in fact the entire paper. 
T am fourteen years of age. I go to school. 
T hav five studies. My teacher's name is 
Bert Ainsworth. He reads the Bible, or 
repeats the Lord's prayer each morning, 
but it does not amount to a hill of beans. 
We hav taken Tug TRUTH SEEKER for sev- 
eral years, and think it the best paper ever 
published. 

When our Christian friends and rela. 
tions come visiting us, they always manage 
to keep a safe distance from the reading- 
stand; they think Tae TRUTA SEEKER is 
poison, although we hav caught them 
reading on the sly. Pa and ma went to Lin- 
coln, Neb., to hear Col. R. G. Ingersoll 
lecture when he was on his Western tour 
last October—subject, **Shakspere." They 
thought it was a grand treat. 

Yours truly, Groresr BOWLING. 

P.S —All the churches hav had pro- 
tracted meetings around here, but they 
hav had hard luck so far. G. B. 

[George is one of our splendid boys. 
Guided by the light of TuE TRUTH SEEKER 
gospel, he will always be brave, manly, 


and intelligent. —Ep. C. C.] 


Maser, MINN., Jan. 24, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. I havjust beenreading 
the letters written to you, and I thought 
I would writetoo. Ilivonafarm ofabout 
two hundred acres. We raise a lot of 
grain, and cattle, and horses. go to 
school and study reading, arithmetic, 
geography, history, writing, and spelling. 
I liv a quarter of a mile from school. I go 
every day, but it was so cold to-day that I 
did not go. My grandma died April 20, 
1898, and grandpa died Jan. 11, 1894. They 
were both Freethinkers. My grandpa has 
taken the Jnvestigator for twenty-five 
years and Tue TRUTH BERKER a great 
many years too. Mamma visited the Fair 
and so did papa, and both reported a good 
time. Mamma went to the Congress and 
Mr. Putnam took her to see you, but you 
were not at home. I hav one brother 
who is going to the business school. I hav 
three pets, and my brother has one dog. 
"lama little girl ten years old. 


1-2-3 THUMBSCREW AND RACK 


10 Cts 
PER COPY . 


12 COPIES 
$1.00 
Sent Post Paid 


By GEO. E. 
| MACDONALD. 


TORTURE ANSTR MENTS employed in she fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
ulgation of Uhristiani ei i i i i 
the Prom a le AS y ng the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
á DE CHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, tae Rav», the Iron Orown, Leg Crusher, th 
the Heretic Co ucher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Month-pear (gag a ‘tron Masks pae vi 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the Wheel, tho Ducking age, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgiu Up to Date the Execution Bell, etc. 

**T used to read iu books,” says Colonel Ingersoll," how our fathers persecuted mankind But I 
never appreciated t. irealit, batit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
thy infamies that have b2en committed in the name of religion until I saw the irou arguments tha. 


Christians used." 
ris 10 Cents 12 Copies for $1.00 ‘ 


rice, ec Copy. 
BUY A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SC TER HEM AMONG Y OUR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 
Address THE RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FAEETHINKERS TENT-BO0K 


SHOWING 


PICTORIAL 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM 
TO BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
OENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 

OF A UNION OP: 
CHURCH AND 
t 


STATE, 
18 5 Full -Page 

Illustrations. | 

WITH COPIOUS CITATIONS OF | 


FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 


AND 


OPINIONS oF SCHOL- 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 


NS BY WATSON HESTON, 
DESIG TEE Dik TRAIT OF 
. THE DESIGNER 


| 


i 
i 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The Illustrations are classified as follows: 


16 represent Uncle Sam and the Priests, 2 represent Samples of Ohristianity's Work 


2 tobbi Missionaries. w 
2 re Ape nurek to boing the People. i ka 'The Lord's Instruments. 
6 xn Babbath Laws. 25 * Bible Doctrines and Their Results. 
14 = Children and the Church. 1 : The Church and Slavery. 
v Me Woman and : he Church. |: [2 “ Wriests and Politics. 
6 The Chureh and Thomas Paine. 4 s Zreland and the Church. |. 
4 i Studies in Natural History. P] of Church’s Idea of Civilization. 
3 xn The Bible and Science. 1 s The Uses ct the Cross. 
15 S ‘The Clergy and 'l'heir Flocks. 4 a Unkind Refiections on the Church 
1 A Piet7 in Our Penitentiaries. 9 - Persecutions of the Churcb 
4 " The Atonemens Scheme. 12 7 Some Allegories. 
4 ‘Che Lord and His Works. 8 a Heaven. 
9 2 Praver. 8 A ell. 
lo or ‘The Creeds. 7 Miscellaneous. 
1 ix Obristians and Mohammedans. : 


A most extraordinary publication, We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be. 
fore appeared iu this GOunbEY, and it is very doubtful if another one lise it wail pe again bo pub- 
lished. We must gi ¢ the Truth Seeker Company the credit- f putting the book in the jer oF X . 
At twice the priceit world have Daen a, cheap book. Art.st Heston as & portrait pain er a lo- 
signer. is a wonderful s. cces» an (wa judge from our own f-elings that peer: y every Liberal in 
America will desire a coy of thi, most w nderful volume. —[Freethinkers' Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism „He has dedicated his genius to 
Preethousht,and has done fai hful and noble work for ine cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of his*olume. There are nearlytwo hundred pages of rea ing 
matter th .t serve first as exp.anations of the illustrati ns, and secondiy as texts to prove the utter 
falsıty of the chnrch's.profe:sions and the hypocrisy of those who Up. old them. A together the 
book is one of tue best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put `n the 
hands of Freethinkers.—[Boston Investigator. 


Price, board covers, $2; cloth. $2.5Q. 


Address THE TRITHE «SEG ER 


HAND-BOOK - 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
P trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
: š . of subjects make it A hand-book-. sIngergoll pa ot 
Paine’s "Age of Beason,” it enables someody in every age to "corner the parso: nc ee 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought ce, 
eloth, $1; Paper, 60 cents. Rddress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTICATION ; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. | 
With References to the most Plain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 


"eriptures. Includin, uestions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
tis eferences of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPI TO PROVE THAT 


The Pnrsnit of Pleasnre is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Dnty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


*, OONTENTS: 
Book L—PLEASURE: Ohap I. -Sources of Pleasure. Onap. IL— Material Pleasures. Chap. IIT. 
Ideal Pleasures. Chap IV -Social Pleasures. Ohap. V —Pleasures of the Savage, the 
Barbarian and the Civ lized. Chap. VI — Genesis of religions. Ohap. VIL —Ohristianitv. 
Book IL—INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I —Purpose of ufe. Chap, Il. -Material Pleaeures. 
Ohan. IEi.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Ohap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. nap S 
Ide: al Pleasures: Oharacter. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures Ohap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 
o 


potism. 
Boox III.-MosaAL DEvELoPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. II.—Material Pleasures: Prudence. 
hap. I(I.—Material Pleasures: Refinement. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Foresight, 
Chap. V.—{deal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pieasures Chap. VII — Vice 
Caused by Restraint. . RS 
Boox IV.—Soorat, DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. I.— Progress. Ou.ap. IL-—Protection, Oapitalism, and 
Socialism: Respe tivly an Actual, an Imminent, and a Proposed Violation of Individual 
Sovereignty. Chap. Ifl —Oondition of Agriculture. Ohap. IV. Public Schools, tne 
Mene. Mene. Tekel of Socialism Ohap. V —Provinoe of Government. Ohap. VI.—Onr 
Social Disorder. 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have been rendered by 
men who are in every way qualified as judges of books: 


This is & spirited, rattling sort ot a book that skates right aloag over the deepest subject with 
out mn h thought whether the ice is thin oc not. [tansw.rs the greatest question— What is the 
us . object mot:ve, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cau- e and motive of progress? 


—by on: word, Plea-ure!—Thaddeus B Wakeman, . 
He sharply atta ks, al ©, modern meiho.s of edu ation, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out vy the fasts, an 1 his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 


curious andsuggestive one.—Wew York Commercial Advertiser. i 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not au attempt to fill up with words for lask of 
knowledge. The author desis hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone oan red this book and disagree with tne leading pronositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth.reading. It is a work of comimon-sease Socialism. Che 
chapter, on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the iand. Phou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
The book deserves a wide read ng, not only for its literary style, 
its bold, hoaest sayings —L K. Washburn. 


After you read this book you will be as enthy-iastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages. is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel. 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 


Ad ‘ress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Pl., New York, N. Y. 


PE pay you Yorfor Ie 


Of a certain year and #5 75 f0 *,8.3 quartus dousr. Highs t orom.u as ou slovan hundrel T 


which is clear an 1 incisive, but for 


Str A 
R. 


rhe. ol emi P 


` of United States and foreign coin: and stamps, als » Confsderate money. Invlose stamp for postage 


ty we vis Dna yon free our 16-page Illustrated Outilogue snowin Whai we pur ie, 9o dela y, 
ut»end today; keeping your eyes open you may pick up coins and stamps that will bring you a 
large amount of money, NATIONAL COIN CO., 832 Stock Exchange Building, Boston Mass. aj10t11 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


temparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 


CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 
WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS, 


[Heathen Lllustration of the Temptation. 


The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them “to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in their estions.’ But an evil dem: n came to them in 
the form of a Serpent, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful.tree, which imparted 
immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 
quently they feli, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 
which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. 

BisLE Mytus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 
story. 

1 Vol. 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.60 


fent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 
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JY evo Publications. 


. Miss Wixon's new book, “Right Liv- 
ing," will be out in few days. We are 
ready to fill all orders. The price is $1; 
cloth only. 


Tue Giant DELUSION. 
stein. Price, 10 cents. 
In my judgment, this is one of the best 

of all the excellent papers read before the 
Congress at Chicago. It may lack the 
pathos and poetry of an Ingersoll or a 
Putnam, but it is strong, radical, practical, 
honest, straightforward truth, told in a 
plain, simple, earnest stylo» that unfailingly 
convinces the real searcher after light and 
knowledge. The firm, steady blows given 
io myth and falsehood, to theologies, 
gods, and ghosts, are effectiv and truth- 
compelling. Our Spiritual friends may 
think he hits their pet beliefs and delusions 
too heavily, but just so do their readers 
feel regarding their rejection of still older 
delusions, myths, and miracles. Mind, I 
do not deny that there is what is called 
spiritual manifestation; that much of it 
really occurs. But I think it is ali in us 
—all in the living and not in the dead, who 
are gone forever and forever. Plato lived 
once, just as Tom, Dick, or Harry did— 
just as we all are doing. But no identity 
is or can be eternal. ‘The idea that ever- 
lasting life might not be desirable is one 
that we, who .s0 much enjoy this life, 
hardly like to accept, but, as Mr. Wett- 
stein says, our likes or wishes do not 
create their fulfillment, We can readily 
understand that a monotonous eternity 
spent in a heaven of golden streets and 
pearly gates, where one must be ever- 
lastingly singing fulsome praises of a 
merciless, cruel, despotic, and unforgiving 
God, who creates nine-tenths of his chil- 
dren for eternal, never-ending torments, 
cannot be a haven of rest and joy to any 
thinking, reasoning, loving being. The 
spiritual heaven—the summer-land—is far 
preferable. It is a grand evolution out of 
the old Christian theological one, but it is 
so Vague, misty, and intangible we don’t 
feel any great degree of longing to spend 
ten thousand billion of years even in such 
a place. While I think Mr. Wettstein is 
right in enjoying all he can here in this 
lite, I must object to the ‘‘wine and 
cigars.” Perhaps this may be bigotry in 
me, but in my opinion they are an evil to 
the race, and each year (ecoming over- 
whelmingly more and more so. As a rule, 
I find nothing in any of Otto’s writings 
that I object to. They coincide so entirely 
with my own opinions and ideas I am com- 
pelled to accept them as a part of my own 
netter self—better put, more clearly enun- 
ciated, and more strongly hammered out 
than I could hav done. I wish this little 
ten-cent book could be scattered broad- 
cast through the land, and every truth it 
contains could be made more manifest to 
every reader thereof. 


** Divines but peep on undiscover'd worlds, 

And draw the distant landscape as they 
please; 

But who has e'er returned from those 
bright regions, 

To tell their manners and relate their 
laws."— Dryden. 


Tux Bisnz INQUIRER. By A. Jacobson. 

Price, 25 cents. 

This is No. 86 of the Truth Seeker Li- 
brary and is the fourth edition of a most 
valuable little book, which in its new and 
revised edition, at the low price of ten 
cents, should be in the library of every 
Liberal J hav had one of the old edition 
for half a lifetime, and very useful it has 
been to me, too. How much of my pres- 
ent radicalism I owe to the little volume 
‘Qod only knows, and he won't tell." 
It's one of the handiest books for reference 
you could desire and one of the hardest 
for a Bible believer to get over. Buy it 
and try it and you will never ‘‘rue the 
bargain.” 

** God dooms us to Tophet, 

Unless we do repent; 
For Eve once stole an apple 
When she had ‘nary cent.’ 


** I wonder, oh, I wonder, 
How these old Bible tales 
Can ever find believers 
Where common sense prevails,” 


ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 


By Otto Wett- 


‘The Creation of God." 432 pages, by 
Dr. Jacob Hartmann. Published by: the 
Truth Seeker Company, New York. It is 
beautifully printed and bound, and from 
its initial letter to its fnis the learned 
doctor makes clear the strength and beauty 
of the closing sentence: ‘‘Be your own 
God, your own savior, and your own 
priest." Price, 50 cents.—Little Free- 
thinker. 

We hav received from the Truth Seeker 
Company, New York, a series of pamph- 
lets, entitled ** The Bible Inquirer," ‘‘ The 
Giant Delusion,” and ‘‘Woman: Four 
Centuries of Progress,” dealing with mat- 


ters of religious science and written from 
the extreme radical point of view. Fol- 
lowers of Colonel Ingersoll will be de- 
lighted at the array of arguments advaner d 
in favor of the theories which they uphold. 
There is much in the style, if notin the 
matter, of these pamphlets to offend the 
earnest and sincere Christian, but we do 
not believe that the creeds which they at- 
tack hav much to fear from an opposition 
so vehement and inconsiderate of certain 
ordinary rules of courtesy which must be 
respected, even in religious or anti- 
religious controversy.—Boston Traveler. 


[When the church was supreme it re- 
spected the ‘‘ ordinary rules of courtesy” 
by means of the dungeon, rack, and stake.] 

** Design Argument Fallacies; A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an 
Intelligent Being.” y the Editor of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER. aper covers, pp. 
59, price 15 cents, the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany, 28 Lafayette place, New York City. 
This book meets, we believe, a want felt 
by many Freethinkers. It is much easier 
to convince people of the falseness of the 
Bible and the non-existence of the Chris- 
tian God, than to persuade them that there 
is no god at all of any kind. At this latter 
step nine-tenths of them balk. The con- 
sideration which mainly influences them 
in holding on to this last tenet is that of 
design in nature. They declare it as plain 
as the nose on one’s face that very many 
things about us, the animal frame in par- 
ticular, bear unchallengeable traces of 
having been consciously adapted to a pur- 
pose. Jn the present work about every 
argument that bears against the design 
theory has been incorporated. -- Secular 
Thought. 


In his work, ‘‘ Abraham Lincoln: Was 
He a Christian?” recently published by 
the Truth Seeker Company, John E. 
Remsburg has forever settled the contro- 
versy—definitly answered the question. 
Lincoln was not a Christian, and they 
who shall hereafter make the assertion 
will do so in the face of an array of facts 
that are simply incontrovertible. - Mr. 
Remsburg has performed his work con- 
scientiously. He has treated the subject 
exhaustivly, and, as is the case with his 
discussion of the Sunday question, he has 
left nothing to be said. 

‘Bible Morals” and ‘‘False Claims,” 
by the same author, are unanswerable ar- 
raignments of Christianity, and to attempt 
to improve upon them by making a re- 
newed attack would be to paint the rose 
red. In his new work Mr. Remsbur 
more than sustains his former efforts, an 
the easiest way to find an answer to the 
question, ** Was Abraham Lincoln a Chris- 
tian?" will be to read his book. His facts 
are reliable, for Mr. Remsburg does not 
cite history that is not correct. In all his 
writings he is noted for exactness. This 
book of 886 pages is a biography of the 
great statesman, as well as a consideration 
of his religious belief. 

We meet in its brilliantly fascinating 
pages, not only Lincoln, but his friends. 
We hear again his genial laugh, listen to 
his world-renowned stories—the book con- 
tains many not before published—and 
look into his kindly face. Mr. Remsburg 
has done well, This ig not the draped 
dummy Christianity has attempted to 
palm off upon the world as Abraham Lin- 
coln, but the man himself—the simple, the 
unique, the original, who, in the sudden- 
ness and bitterness of a tragic death, 
grandly ‘‘wrapped the drapery of his 
couch about him and lay down to pleasant 
dreams.”—Mrs. M. A. Freeman, in Bos- 
ton Investigator. : 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


1 : & 0 


Anotent Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


3 Proving Christianity 
S to he of 
ay Heathen Origin 


ULLUSTARATED.l 
Price, -- - - $1.50. 


- 


Address ^ THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism, one 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


OEMAND POND’S 
EXTRACT. | AVOID 
ALL IMITATION 


FOR 
ALL PAIN 
Rheumatism - 
Feminine 
Complaints 
Lameness 
VSP] Soreness 

i » Wounds 
FacsiM it OF Bruises 
Catarrh 


BUFF WRAPPER. 


US 
PON 
EXTRACT 


It will Cure. 
Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
‘-WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


ters. 

Part IL—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
cbapters. . 

Part III.—Derivation of Christianity; twenty 


chapters. : 
Part Ly WHenoo Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Press Notices. 


The style is forcible and terse. the reasonin 
ood, and as the facts upon which the argumen 
s based arelargeiy Christian, our theological 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack it they 

attempt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 
‘This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 
Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
tare xs the nineteenth century.— Progressive 
nker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora surveyor to get & 


TRANSIT CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160. We will sell it for 
half£-price.-$80. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


„A Leaflet showing thw the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found oharities is a falsehood. Itought tc 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. Price 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address Tux TauTa 
SELKER. 28 Lafayette place. New York. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paver. 50 centa: cloth. 75 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcs J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be o 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the graft subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
nut organic nature we meet.with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence oi 
supernatural design. . _Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
Ali nature has thus been transformed before tht 
view of the present veneration in a manner auc 
to an extent that has never before been, possible: 
and inasmuch as the change which has taker 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural. 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 

mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God?" 

cloth, $2. 


thustrated ace cio ERUTH SEEKER. 


-| eyes and a pair of wings attached. 


Not for Parsons. 


From the way some men offer prayers it 
is difficult to tell whether they are minis- 
ters or auctioneers.— Elmira Gazette, 


Waen I reflect upon the number of dis- 
agreeable people who I know hav gone to a 
better world, Iam moved to lead a differ- 
ent life. —Mark Twain in The Century. 


BisHop GorngM: '*My dear young lady, 
hav you -started in this year to do unto 
others as you would hav them do unto 
you?" Dear Young Lady: ‘Yes. I'vequit 
speaking to those Grigsby girls."—Z ife. 


AFTER Deacon Smithers had finished 
his call on the pastor the latter’s little 
daughter said: ‘‘ Papa, didn't the deacon 
say he didn’t believe in Santa Claus?” 
‘That’s what he said, love." ‘* Then, 
papa, won't we hav to try him for heresy?” 


A man who had buried seven wives 
thought he ought to do something in com- 
memoration of the dear ones departed, 
He therefore had a large marble hand 
carved out with the index finger pointing 
upward. On the hand was engraved: 
** Seven up.”—J. P. 


THEY came to a sidewalk where the ice 
was well covered with ashes. Said the 
young lady, in grateful accents: ‘‘ Thank 
goodness! there's one Christian on this 
street.” ‘‘ Yes,” said her escort abstract- 
edly, '* Mr. Solomon Isaacstein livs here." 
—Boston Transcript. 


Gorne out hunting, a boy shot a bird, 
and another ran to secure the trophy. 
Coming near where it had fallen, he found 
a white owl, so sprawling in the grass as to 
present to his'view only a head with staring 

n- 
stantly he shouted in dismay, ‘‘ We’re in 
for it now, Jack; we've shot a cherubim." 
—Boston Ideas. 


Deacon Heavyweicut: 'And so you are 
going to leave us, parson?” Rev. Mr. 
Thankful: **Yes. I hav had a call to 
another parish where, by the way, the 
salary is considerably larger. Iam sorry to 
leave my flock, but I must obey the call.” 
Deacon Heavyweight (dryly): ‘‘ Wal, 
it may be what you call a call, but it seems 
to mea great deal more like a raise; "— ife. 


Lirrnz Maggie B. (sitting on her grand- 
father's knee): ** Tell me some stories from 
the Bible, grandpa—something about the 
Revelation." Grandfather tells her of the 
last days of the world, and that the trump 
shall sound and wake the dead. Maggie 
(with puzzled face): ''But, grandpa, if 
the trump sounds loud enough to wake 
the dead, won't it kill the living?” —Ziter- 
ary Digest. 


Sr. PzrER: ''How beautifully those 
angels float in that orange-tinted cloud out 
yonder!” Recording Angel: ‘‘Yes, yes; 
but don’t interrupt me please! I’m ter- 
ribly busy. Millions of the most awful 
cuss words coming in every second." Rt. 
Peter: ‘What? Why, this is early Sun- 
day morning and nearly all the people of 
Earth, wearied with the week's work, are 
asleep.” “Recording Angel: ‘‘They were 
asleep, but church bells hav begun to ring." 


Watt Joe Jefferson was down at his 
Louisiana plantation last year, the wife of 
one of his neighbors died, and Mr. Jeffer- 
son called_to express his sympathy and 
regrets. While he was at the house, the 
clergyman arrived to make arrangements 
for the funeral. Neither the man nor his 
wife had been a church-member. The 
husband was prostrated with grief, but he 
aroused himself as the clergyman entered. 
‘Is there any particular portion of the 
scriptures you would like me to read at 
the funeral?" asked the clergyman. ‘The 
husband sat up, mopped his eyes, and 
thought for a moment. ‘‘ Well, you 
might try.that bit about Samson and the 
foxes,” he exclaimed finally. ‘‘I guess 
that’s about as funny as any of ’em.”— 
San Francisco Star. 


TERE is a swift lunch resort near the 
post-office in Philadelphia the walls of 
which are covered with scriptural mottoes. 
This feature has made the place famous, 
but the managers are talking of abolishing 
it because of an incident which occurred 
the other night. A rather seedy individ- 
ual walked in and sat down at one of the 
tables near the door. He gota substantial 
meal and started to walk out. He had 
nearly reached the door when the cashier 
recovered from his astonishment suffi- 
ciently to call after him: *''Hold on! 
You havn't settled for your meal.” The 
man calmly replied; ‘‘Why, I havn't any 
." “What!” gasped the astonished 
** Did you take this for a free- 
lunch joint?" ‘‘ Why," said the man, 
**you hav a sign-out there which says, 
‘ The Lord shall provide,’ and another one 
yonder, ‘The Lord loveth a cheerful 
giver,’ and another, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 
My name is Lamb.” And he walked out. 
—Philadelphia Record. 
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Gems of Shought. 


Doema is the platform of mediocrity.— 
Katharine Mabley Corbett. s 


CoxszEBvATISM, I believe, is mainly due 
to want of imagination.—G'rant Allen. 


Tux arts are democratic. They speak a 
universal language.—Sidney H. Morse. 


Custom does not make a thing right. 
Custom may be merely a bad habit.— Gal- 
veston News. 


No man who went into his closet to pray 
has ever brought out an answer to his 
prayer.— Boston Investigator. 


Freepom for ourselvs is merely happi- 
ness; it becomes virtue when we seek to 
enable others to enjoy it. — Thomas Paine. 


Nature may last forever, but no form 
of nature will last forever. Her material 
may be indestructible, but every combi- 
nation perishes. Her power may be om- 
nipotent, but every organized force is cir- 
cumsoribed. —Znvestigator. 


Unco the blazing new year cheer 

The children of wan Want draw near, 

With outstretched hands that beg for 
bread— 

While the church bells rhyme and chime 
o’erhead. —Life. 


Tus National Reform combination 
never had any other purpose, nor any 
other aim, than to commit the government 
of the United States, by whatever means 
possible, to the establishment and main- 
tenance of ‘‘Christianity " as the national 
religion, and to the enforcement of 
** Christian laws, institutions, and usages,” 
and Sunday above all, upon all the people. 
—American Sentinel, . 


Ir is better to hav & physician for a 
confessor than a priest. You tell the priest 
that you detest mankind; he answers, 
“ You are not a Christian." The physi- 
cian givs you & dose of rhubarb, and you 
love your fellow-being. . You tell the priest 
that you are tired of living. He answers, 
“Suicide is a crime.” The physician givs 
you a stimulant, and immediately you 
feel life supportable-— The Queen of Rou- 
mania. 


$ OnE of the things we despise in public 
life in these United States is the amount 
that is spoken and written for effect. That 
is to say, men speak and write to suit the 
temper of the hour, regardless of the truth 
of their statements. The ignorance of the 
people is assumed, and it is considered 
legitimate to mislead them to gain a point. 
This failure to employ simple honesty and 
correctness in public discussion is & most 
lamentable neglect on the part of many of 
our publie men. A man should be as honest 
in the giving of his opinions as in the most 
sacred private transactions of life.—Pro- 
gressive Age. . 


You cannot make men all alike intelli- 
gent, but you can come near making them 
all alike ignorant; and a uniformity of ig- 
norance is the only possible basis for a 
uniformity of faith and practice. When 
not one in fifty thousand could read or 
write, and when, as transpired occasion- 
ally at church councils, certain of the 
bishops could not sign their own names, 
there was a solid basis for the faith which 
has now fallen upon, for it, evil days, but 
upon better days for mankind. The church 
was clever in her way. With their eyes 
open men could not see alike; she blinded 
them (with ignorance), and then they saw 
alike—exactly. Not only was the laity 
blinded, but it was constantly assured of 
its utter blindness, and counter-assured that 
the church saw—saw not only all that was 
on earth, but much that was in heaven. 
The blind laity believed that the church 
saw, and it said: ‘‘For God's sake, lead 
us!”— Saladin. - 


Ix the same year, 1859, appeared Dar- 
win’s ''Origin of Species” and Mill's 
*'Liberty." Darwin taught us that all 
developments of organic life, from the 
Zoóphyte up to man, had resulted from 
the ability of some small variation to pre- 
Serve itself against the majority of its 
species until a new species incorporat- 
ing that variation is established. Mill 
Proved that all social progres: depended 
on the ability to develop mental and moral 
variations from the majority. In the two 
books we may trace evolution, from the 
Sponge up to Shakspere, as an unbroken 
Struggle for larger liberty, by differenti- 
ation; had it been permanently defeated 
even in & worm, man could not hav ex- 
isted; had it been permanently defeated 
in the first human brain that differed from 
its fellows, in every race, civilized man 
could not hav existed. This is still the 
law: Freedom of individual difference to 
develop itself is the condition of all prog- 
ress, social, moral, and physical. If to- 
day any moral or other differentiation in 
any mind can be silenced or repressed by 
authority, or by the fear of it, all ad- 
vance of mankind is arrested. —Moncure 
D. Conway. ` 


ener, 
, The Age of Reason. 


Old ‘Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated. 


IT WILL 
MAKE You 


LAUGH. 


. The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Glven Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

fsaac and His “ Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


WH 2 


By WATSON HESTON. 


Each Picture. 


‘CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, . 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 


400 Preses. 200 


IT WiLL 

CORNER - 
THÉ 

PARSON. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacritin. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not kxcei, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 


Truth Seeker Library. 


` "Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
i Issues oF 1891.—$3. 
` Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..............--...- .$0 25 
n, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 


Thomas Paine: Inus- 


trated....... eene em m erts 9D 
Answers to Ohristian Questions. D. M. Ben- uii 
NOUS voce eceasamescssp ente Re epo siepe pasos 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck.. .. 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire........... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 95 
Travels in, Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
son. Robert O. Adams.. . 85 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller. 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel 
DAm.......... —— eegaptteptrrhtete rine 26 
The Higher Óriticism in Theology and Re 
igion. ‘I. E. Longshore.............. . 50 
Issums or 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights £t Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- db 
ed....... SEES PERTE Eia 
Was OhristCrucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

pit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- io 

[T5 A E TT 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire............ NT 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 1 
QGOCH,..... eee ee erar nett Prasctoe m 
Liberty in Literature. "Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert Q. Ingersoll... ........... 96 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
roctor...... TREE age dB 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 

. Hart.. : 40 
The Hoy Bible Abridged....................-- 80 
False Claims of the Ohurch. John E. 

msburg....... por EET 10 
IssuEs or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas Paine. Vindicated. Col. Robert 
. Ingeraoll.............-..«. eee — 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

. mann..........e qprttittpyee t8 rep rernrs 50 

Crimes of Preachers in the 

M. E. ni 25 
Resurrection of 40 
Handbook of Freethought. 8. Be. 50 
Religion a Curse; Heligion & Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. 8. P.Putnam.............. 95 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE TRUTH SEEKEB.......... 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a € 

John E. Remsbur: 50 
Pen Pictures of The 

trated. S.P. Putnam... . 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, s 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear. M 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. ordering please 8&y 
which year is desired. : 

Bingle numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE PHILOSOPHY 
MENTAL HEALING. 


A Practical Exposition of 
Natural Restorative Power. 


By LEANDER EDMUND WHIPPLE. 


A Book to explain the correct idea of Mental 
Healing, and what may be reasonably expected 
to result from an understanding of its principles. 

Price. $2.50. Address THE TRvTvR REEKER. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving , them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Oatholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrativeof her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 

unnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
atholio book published has created more ex- 

. citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholica 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her " child of Shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. E 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, andinfanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that iť the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
government. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth, 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolution, A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked." from the “ Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is aprotest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carcfully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty. to the ingenuous openness of youth 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land, Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper. 1* cents, 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 


bam, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


i «10 ts. 
Price, paper, AE KRU SEEKER O0. 
9E Lafayette Place, New York dity. 


AU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Obristianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and Utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especal zin view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
we suppressed: 

rice, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette place, New York Cit y 
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| Wettstein s : Repair : Department. 


Orro Werrstzin, Rochelle, Ill. Bro. Material- 
ist: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just throe and a half 
days from the time it loft this station. | . 

t was put iuto A No.1 shape and is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business aud will assure you that whon 
I have other work in your line to ba done you 
shall have it. A. E. Bur 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. I have personal 
managed my repair department for 34 years an 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishment 
until in perfect order and closely regulated, 


PRICE LIST. 
Oleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or thre 


$1 jobs at $2.50. 
All work warranted one year. Liberal dis- 
counts to agonts. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBPRAL JBWELBER. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 

The Freethought Badge. 


DES. OF {the Ingersoll! Souvenir Spoon. 
IGNER Otto Wettstein Watch. i 


Send for price-lists, tracts. etc., free. 
Mention Tur Truru Serxer. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


Price, 10 cents. Address Tur TRUTH SEEKER, 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 


Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 
rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van Buren Dexstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


DONT SUICIDE. 


Dn. Wests Specific for Mental Depression, Ner- 
Vousness, Prostration, 
Tassitude, AN SQ VEN KA. inanity, 
Loss of Vitality, Impotence, etc. Invaluable. Try it. 
Mail, $1.00. BRAQBURY'S PHAMARCY, Dept. 25, 
367 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


A ly 


IS 
di charges, 
2A tad Varicoe 
j eele, Mentntand Phystent Debility 
Mund who are desirous of being Cured, & 
A booklet will be sent to thelr address for 
aten cents, sealed In a plain envelope, 
W giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
y 3 ps nis, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery—an Onte 
ward Application 2 positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo 
cess. Address, — DR, Re P, FELLOWS, 

“ay where vou sew thisadver Vineland, N. 
tI wish to say that I am an out-and-ou 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 

8. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABCOCK, Price. 15 cents. 
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And her daughters which are in the field shall be slain by the sword; aud they shall know that Iam the Lord. —Ezek. 


xxvi, 6. 


Gio dim 


Cut this petition [heading ont and attach to sheet of paper, ruled as indicated at bottom of this 
When sheet is filled with names put in an envelope, stamp and address to Taz TRUTH SEEkER, 28 Lafayett, 


Place, New York City, and mail at once. For more blanks send to same address. 


Petition to Congress Asking It to Reject the Proposed 
God-in-the-Constitution Amendment. 


To the Senate and House ot Representatives of the United States, in Congress Assembled : 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the United States, do hereby respectfully pray and memorialize your 
Honorable Body to reject the proposed Amendment to the Constitution prepared by the National Reform 
Association and offered in the Senate on Jan. 25th, 1894, by Senator Frye, and in the House on the same day 
by Representative Morse. The proposed Amendment would change the Preamble to the Constitution by the 
insertion of the sentences within quotation marks which follow the words “We, the people of the United 


States," in the paragraph below : 


We, the people of the United States, * devoutly acknowledging the supreme authority and just govern- 
ment of Almighty God in all the affairs of men and nations; grateful to him for our civil and religious lib- 
-erty, and encouraged by the assurances of his Word to invoke his guidance, as a Christian nation, according 


to his appointed way, through Jesus Christ," ete. 


We ask the rejection oi this proposed amendment for the following reasons: 


l. That the American principle of separation of church and state may be maintained. 
2. That the rights of all classes of citizens may be conserved and perpetuated. 1t is manifest that 
the adoption of such an Amendment to the Constitution would be, in fact, the incorporation of certain relig- 
ious and sectarian dogmas in the fundamental law of the land. Such recognition of religious dogmas in the 
civil law was very carefully guarded against by the wise founders of the Republic, both in the Constitution 


as originally adopted and in tlie First Amendment thereto. 


` 


3. As the Constitution now stands no discrimination, on the ground of heresy, can be legally made 
against any citizen. More than one hundred years of experience amply justifies this wide tolerance and for- 
cibly pleads for its continuance. Men of all shades of religious, non-religious, and anti-religious belief can 


and do render allegiance to and acceptably serve the State, and this without hypocrisy or perjury. 


Should 


this proposed Amendment be adopted, it would at once shut out of public life candid and honest men, whose 
reason, for any cause, cannot accept one or more of the three creedal statements contained in said proposed 
Amendment, but unscrupulous doubters and rejecters of these creedal affirmations would have no difficulty 
in taking the oath of allegiance to the Amended Constitution. Hence said proposed Amendment offers a 
It is also unjust, 


premium for hypocrisy and perjury, and is, consequently, in the highest degree immoral. 
in that it deprives a part of our citizens of their equal rights, because of a difference of opinion. 


Again, it 


must be hurtful to the State, because, as already shown, it would admit pretenders and timorous men to 


positions of trust and responsibility, and bar out men of honesty and courage. 


4. The experience of all times and nations has shown conclusively that every attempt to /grce from 
thé citizen a direct or indirect acknowledgment of the truth of any of the dogmas of religion is disastrous. 
It creates new religious hatreds and intensifies the old; it demoralizes religion and corrupts the state; it 
tramples the equal rights and liberties of the deserving citizen, and puts into the hands of bad men a dan- 


gerous and terrible power over the property, persons, and lives of their fellow-citizens. 


5. If Theistic, Trinitarian, and Christian majorities may to-day rightfully force upon Deistic, Athe- 
istic, or Agnostic, and Unitarian and non-Christian minorities their distinctive creeds, what warrant have we 


that some other day the Catholics, the Methodists, or the Presbyterians will not Amend into the Constitution 


their distinguishing sectarian dogmas? That step would logically follow the one which your Honorable 
Body has been asked to take, and against which we respectfully but strongly and unalterably protest. 


NAME. > | TOWN. 
Lud 


STATE. 


Each canvasser for signatures should take two copies of this petition and have both signed ; one to be 
sent to the House and the other;to thefSenate. 'FAll;adults, men and women, should sign. 


‘| Wows of the Deck. 


Porrer PALMER is. seriously ill. He ig 
seventy years of age. f 
Disrinot charges of blackmail are made 


against the New York police by responsible 
men. ie 


By a bomb explosion in front of the 
Chamber of Deputies in Rome eight per- . 
sons were injured. . pn 


By an explosion in a coal mine in the 
province of Shang Tung, China, nearly 
450 men were killed. 


Coneress has made an appropriation to 
save what is left of the wreck of the 
corvette ** Kearsarge." i ; 


Frvz hundred men rallied at Massillon, 
O., on March 10th to take part in Coxey’s 
** On to Washington ” crusade. 


Joun Kenpriox Banas, humorist and 
littérateur, has been nominated by the 
Denoordte of Yonkers for mayor of that 
city. 


THE government seems to hav abandoned 
its experiment of making soldiers of the. 
Indians; just why it does not clearly 
appear. 7 os i 

Ir now seems probable that the English 
Radicals will, for the present at least, ac- 
cept Lord Rosebery’s leadership of the 


-| Liberals. 


AT the municipal election in Troy, New 
York, one man was killed and another 
seriously wounded. This is United States 
Senator Murphy’s borough. : . 


Ipa Van Erren, one of the best-known 
and most hard-working literary women of 
New York, died in Paris, March 5th. She 
did much for the working-women of this 


city. z 


Governor LEWELLING of Kansas has 
removed John F. Willits, president of the 
State Board of Pardons. Willits was the 
ee a candidate for governor (in 


SrATISTIOS extending over a period of 
fifteen years show that five per cent of the 
inmates of the insane asylum at Aarkuns, 
Denmark, became demented from relig- 
ious causes. 


UNDER the amended liquor law of the 
District of Columbia no barroom can be 
opened within four hundred feet of & 
church. The temptation is supposed to 
be irresistible, presumably. | f 


x 
ANNA Dioxerson has a case in the United 
States conrt, a suit against Dr. Oglesby 
and Dr. Underwood and the Danville 
Insane Asylum for $100,000. damages for 
false imprisonment three years ago. 


Tse New York legislature has passed a 
bill abolishing the New York city dog 
pound and transferring the care of stray 
canines and felines to the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 


Governor FosrER of Louisiana has ap- 
pointed Congressman Newton O. Blanch- 
ard to take the place in the United States 
Senate made vacant by the appointment 
of Senator White to the Supreme Court. 


Tue Board of Education of Newark, N. 
J., has issued a ukase that no woman who 
* has a husband to support her” shall 
teach in the schools of that city. Woman's 
actual equality seems very slow in coming. 


Mayor HorxiNs of Chicago has called 
for the resignation of the sixteen police 
justices of the city, with their clerks and ` 
bailiffs He says there are too many and 
intimates that some of them are no better 
than they should be. 


AFTER a trial lasting four months and 
four days Ex-detectiv Dan Coughlin, ac- 
cused of the murder of Dr. Cronin, in 
Chicago in 1889, has been declared not 
guilty by a jury. He was once sentenced 
to life imprisonment for this murder. - 


Tax steam yacht ** Natalie,” which sailed 
from the United States with arms and 
ammunition for General Manigat to be 
used by him in an attempt to overthrow 
President Hyppolite of Hayti, has been 
seized by the Haytians and her entire 
crew shot. | 


A OONFERENOE of leaders of the Populists 
and Prohibitionists of Ohio has agreed 
upon terms for a union of forces. Manu- 
facture and sale of liqnors for medicinal, 
mechanical, and sacramental uses to be 
carried on by the state; for use as bever- 
ages to be prohibited. 


Dr. Weoxerte, the Hungarian premier, 
contemplates introducing a bill for total 
separation of church and state. He also 
intends to advocate equal privileges to all 
religions, and that all should receive state 
subsidies. Dr. Weckerle uses words as 
antithetically as do our theocrats, **Sepa- 
ation? of church and state, with state 
subsidies to all churches! 
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Noblesville, Ind., March 3d.—James Johnson, 18, was sentenced to two years in the state prison North, b Jud e Stephenson. He was ch d with 
stealing $40 from a companion while at a mourners’ bench at a Methodist ayia ee ; Xy 


JUST OUT!. JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Ethies as Understood by a Student of Science. 


Right Living 
What is Morality? . 


Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


In Regard to Concealed Vice, 


What ia Hypocrisy ? 
Beautiful Charity, 


Conscience or Moral Sense, 


hatis Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity, the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety, ` and Honor. : 
Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, 
Gonduct: or Right Doing, _. ife, Avarice, Not & Means to Life's 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 


What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, ^ Seli-Respect. Reason and Free Inguiry 
Temperance and [ntemperance, Foolish Pride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
ls the Use of Tobacco Danger- dice, A Free Press, 


ous ? Anger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, 

Cultivation of Indi aduality. . The Angel of Forgiveness Rights of Children, : 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great, Faculty. Human Rights; or the Equality 

dleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverane, the Friend of Man, of Man. 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 

alue ofa Trade, |7 cess, — 2 Politeness. The Gentleman 
Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 
Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 

Truth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, : 
What isan Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
raed : Promise. power of Will, HS to Rihi Wisdom. 
Li à Crime, ourage, & Necessity to Ri 
The Poison of Slander, Diving. x £ 


h Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
as dedicated to the memory of ber father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 

: As with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
auis n s taw which altereth not.—Herbert Spencer. 

ng is an Art, a method expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest af the ‘Arts.—Thomas Starr Me ee d , = d , 


Right Living” is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Ej THUMBSCREW AND RACK, wicvosarn. 


10 Cts 


12 COPIES 
$1.00 MEER 

Sent Post Paid iun i FE 
l TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 


the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
‘the Holy ànquisition, . 
THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack, the Iron Orown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks 
the Heretic C tcher. the Iron. Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag), Tron Masks recommended 
on the Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 


uy the Inquisition, Breaking and Burain h 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgiu Up to Date. the Execution Bell, etc. d 

persecuted mankind ButT 
I did not really appreciate 


“T used to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll," how our fathers 
uever appreciated 1t. Lreadit, bitit did not burn itself into my soul. a 

been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments that 
er Copy. - 12 Copies for $1.00 


:h infamies that have 
Chriatians used." 

D SCATPÉR THEM AMONG YOUR OHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 
RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Priee, 10 Cents 
BUY A DOLLAR'S WORTH A 
Address THE 


The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


and Striking Belf-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
Negatively by Quotations from the 


With References to the most Plain 
Scriptures. Includin Questions Answered Affirmatively and 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


178 THE TRUTH SEEKER. MARCH 24. 1894. 


The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
eee eee een TN 


| Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of. the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. ^ MP . 
Tt will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, P 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
; Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 

frem the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. y 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. : 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
^» The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science, | Education and Literature. Government and Politics, , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. wies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire, Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. _Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft, 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet: Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. Pestalozzi. Marlowe. GevurgeSand. | French Revo- Garrison, Frances Wright. 
Flume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution, . Phillips, Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinui. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall, Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. : Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, F'reethinkers' Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the F'reethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history ofthe y i 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with. Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of s 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, 


J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R, Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Oharles Watts, : 
D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 

' Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
Tr. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, ` E. A. Stevens, . James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of Aistory, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. : 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the pres 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. s 
This book will contain i 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 


can afford to be without it. Itis a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, Now York. 


HOW TO GET 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
(OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to. Tux 
TrurH SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little . 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 

And further, to aid our friends in 


getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 


To the New Subscribers as a 
`- Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated . 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND ‘EVER 
CONCEIVED. - 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W. S. BELL’S ME 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. í 


Remember, to thè Getter-up of The Club, 
fo HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, ' 


“To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther "Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated," or W, S, Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, i 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down, to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. . 

lt ought not to be difficult to get 
four. New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 


Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed, 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 


| 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


M 


E. M. MAGDONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY. - - - - MARCH 24, 1994. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subsoription, in &dvance.............. see eee eese M3 00 
One subscription two years, in adYADoe........ e cresce buda as 5 00 
Two new subsoribers.. $5 00 


One subscription with one new ‘subscriber, i in n oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers: in one remit- 


One subscription with four new descr nahi in one remit- 
nce. . iv. 

Any number over five | at the same rate, invariably with | one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, oheoks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


7 
‘SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 
. For $6.50 we will send Taz Terura SerKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
~ of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tae Teruras SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Oomplete” 
($3). "This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tue Taura SzzkrB one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. ` 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It,has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is & digest of Science, and every one who studies 


it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 


matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura ape one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book " 
in boards ($2). l 

For $4 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Teruras SzrkkB one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 

Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


.10 00 


Defense or Offense? 
' Is the chureh on the defensiv or the offensiv in 
this country to-day? Is she striving to defend her 
equal rights in the republic or to force her doctrins 
upon the people who are not within her denomina- 
tional folds? Is she being oppressed, or is she 
oppressing others? When and where is the free- 
dom of worship of her devotees denied, except in 
the instances in which some strong denomination 
persecutes a weak one? Who or what interferes 


| with her freedom in building churches, in furnish- 


ing them, in educating men for the ministry, in em- 
ploying them, in listening to them, in raising means 
for the support of missions, in sending men and 
women abroad as missionaries, in proselyting at 
home, in meeting in council, presbytery, synod, and 
conference? In what state are they disfranchised, 
in what state denied the right to participate in po- 
litical primaries and conventions? Where are they 
denied freedom of travel, of migration and settle- 
ment? What power has ventured to prescribe or 
proscribe their garb? What authority has limited 
by law their opportunities to write, to print, to cir- 
culate their Bibles and other books, their papers, 
magazines, and reviews? Hav their Sunday-schools 
and Bible-classes, their Societies of Christian En- 
deavor, and their Epworth Leagues been interfered 
with or constrained in any way? 

Once for all, has the Christian church been abused 
by the state? Of course we know that she has not, 
that the only oppression of Christians has been by 
means of laws demanded and defended by the vast 
majority of Christians, and that the only Christians 
who hav been injured by these laws are the very 
ones who hay protested against them, but who were 
too few in numbers to successfully cope with the 
church militant and dominant. 

What, then, means this cry from the camp et the 
Covenanters that Christians must organize for 
defense? Listening to it, one not familiar with the 
status of Christians and the Christian church in this 
country would suppose that they were being cruelly 
oppressed by some ruthless power. Here is R. M. 
Downie writing in the Christian Reformer. He 
says: “Self-defense is the first law of nature, and 
of grace as well. The church must defend itself. 
The Christian must defend himself.” Defend it- 
self, defend himself, from what—and how? Mr. 
Downie pictures Paul looking down the light-lines 
of time and over this generation; he sees sixty 
to sixty-five millions of people, eighty thousand 
to one hundred thousand churches, and as 
many ministers; he sees millions upon millions of 


| printed pages of Christian doctrin and exhortation 


circulated weekly, but he perceives that in spite of 
all these evangelizing agencies the church “barely 
holds its own.” Mr. Downie asks: *Why has the 
church lost her power with the masses?” He an- 
swers the question himself, although he denies the 
truth of the reply hé givs. Hear him: 

** Tt is safe to say that the masses are now more intelli- 
gent, but is not that itself a reason why they should be 
more ready to accept the gospel? In the days of Paul 
the gospel message was new, and doubts of its fitness for 
the world’s needs might hay been entertained ; but after 
eighteen hundred years this doubt should be dispelled.” 

Nevertheless the fact of the greater intelligence 
of the people of this age does explain the weaken- 
ing hold of the church on their minds. And instead 
of the doubt of the fitness of the gospel message 
having been dispelled by the experience of eighteen 
centuries that doubt has become a demonstration, a 
truth self-evident to all able to reason and not 
blinded by the glamour of a name or led astray by 
the illusiv light of an ideal. 

Now, what does Mr. Downie propose as & remedy 
for this confessed sickness of the church? How 


New York, Saturday, March 24, 1894. 


tian 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLI $3.00 Per Year. 


does he purpose to renew the vigor of her youth? 
Does he say that Christians must lead better lives, 
that the apologists of the church must bring for- 
ward stronger arguments in defense of the Bible 
and the actions of the church in the past and pres- 
ent? Not at all Christians must defend them- 
selvs and the church. How defend and against 
what? We will let the Covenanter tell: 

“In self-defense the church must arise in her strength. 
She must show that as an agent of blessing she is capable 
of solving these public questions. If the question be of a 
political nature she must hav an arm long enough and 
strong enough for her purpose. Such an arm the church 
may hay in the National Reform Association. The very 
existence of such an association answers and banishes the 
devil's claim that the pulpit should hav nothing to do with 
politics. 

* About a year ago Elliott F. Shepard, the lamented 
editor or the New York Mail and Express, spoke before 
that great convention at Harrisburg convened to protest 
against the repeal of the Sabbath laws. In substance he 
said that the time had arrived when the Christian citizens 
of this country must stand up for their rights, and insist 
that our laws shall be made Christian, and the sentiment 
was cheered to the echo by the representativs and dele- 
gates of fifteen or sixteen denominations, and a good 
number of other associations. Along this line the church 
needs and must hav a fortification and defense. The 
mass of church members is ready to follow. What is 
needed is fearless leadership and thorough and intelli- 
gent organization.” 


Yes, that is just what we thought the church 
champions meant by “self-defense.” ‘The church 
is to solve problems by the “long” and “strong” 
arm of the National Reform Association, precisely 
as the Roman church solved them in the old days 
by the long and strong arm of the Inquisition. The 
Inquisition was the intermediary between the 
church and the state, in its ecclesiastical character 
trying men for heresy against the church, and in its 
civil character punishing them or delivering them 
to the officers of the government as violaters of the 
state's laws. So to-day the church will use the Na- 
tional Reform Association and its affiliated societies 
to obtain laws for the punishment of those who 
doubt the wisdom and authority of the church. 
These associations are the intermediaries between 
the church and the state. The church will not per- 
secute—oh, no! She is acting in “ self-defense” ! 
She will procure the enactment of laws in her inter- 
est; she will put her dogmas into the Constitution, 
and the state, her servant, will punish the heretics 
as “lawbreakers.” It is the old, old scheme. 

It is time for Christians to “stand up for their 
rights, and insist that our laws shall pe made Chris- 
"| The infinit audacity of that! Stand up for 
their right to deny the equal rights of all other cit- 
izens! Stand up for their right to convert the 
civil state into a religious tyranny! Stand up for 
their right to fine and imprison men for differing 
from them! Stand up for their right to force their 
beliefs concerning gods and saviors and heavens 
and hells, and holy books, and their ideas about 
morals, upon men and women who think for them- 
selvs! Stand up for their right to pension the 
church upon the state and tear the Constitution 
into tatters that a priest’s creed may become the 
charter of the nation! And they call thig “ self- 
defense"! 

Stand up for the defense of their rights! Nota 
right of theirs has been denied, as we hav shown. 
The right to invade rights is not a corollary of the 
law of equal freedom, and this is the only “right” 
that the theocrats are demanding. They want an 
opportunity to commit crime; and this, they say, is a 
right which they must “defend”! They want to be 
given legal authority to punish American citizens 
for inability to agree with them about the unknown! 
This is the very sublimity of impudence. 

The church is not oppressed by law. Christians 
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are not persecuted by Freethinkers, nor do we ask 
that the laws discriminate against them in any way. 
The church is aggressing, not defending herself 
against aggression. Her rights are not denied, but 
she denies the rights of non-churchmen. Her 
rights are not threatened, but she continually and 
with increasing arrogance and ever augmenting de- 
mands threatens the remaining rights and liberties 
of every citizen who will not bend the knee in ser- 
vil homage at her altars. 


The ehurch is on the offensiv. She denies to the 


citizen the right of private judgment, she tramples. 


under foot the fundamental principles of religious 
equality. She does this by making the taking of 
the judicial oath compulsory in some states; by 
authorizing inquiry to be made concerning the 
religious opinions of witnesses; by forcing the tax- 
payers to support religious services in Congress, in 
state legislatures, in the army and navy, in penal, 
reformatory, and charitable institutions; by teach- 
ing her creeds to the Indians at the expense of the 
nation; by demanding and receiving from states 
and cities appropriations for the establishment and 
maintenance of various institutions under her con- 
trol; by the exemption of her property from taxa- 
tion; by vicious interference with the literature, 
arts, and amusements of the people; by meddling 
with the domestic concerns of men and women in a 
more or less successful attempt to substitute the 
sacramental for the civil-contract marriage law; by 
introducing into the common and normal schools, 
state universities, and agricultural colleges the Bible 
and theological exercises, such as prayer and the 
singing of religious songs; and by procuring the 
enactment and enforcement of Sunday laws, thus 
monopolizing in the interest of the priesthood one- 
seventh of the citizen’s time. 


Unsupported by a single fact is the claim of the 
Sabbatarians and Covenanters that Christians are 
denied their religious rights in America and must 
therefore organize under “fearless leadership” for 
defense. The assertion is preposterously absurd. 
It does not contain one element of truth. It isa 
deception and a snare. It must be denied and dis- 
proved whenever it is made, and its authors shamed 
into silence. It is the acrid dust of delusion and 
falsehood, thrown into the eyes of the people in 
order to blind them to the aggressions of the hier- 
archies. 


The Erie and Sunday Work and Rest. 


The fact that the Erie Railroad has discontinued 
most of its Sunday freight business and also cut 
down the number of its Sunday passenger trains is 
hailed by the Sabbatarians as a great victory. But 
their shouts of triumph seem somewhat out of har- 
mony with the actual circumstances. The change was 
voluntary; no Sunday law compelled the partial 
cessation of traffic on the Erie, nor hav we heard 
that its officials are demanding that the state or na- 
tion compel the other roads to follow suit. Self- 
chosen suspension of trade on Sunday is one thing, 
law-enforced suspension quite another. We think, 
however, that the taking off of local passenger trains 
was & mistake, and all freight which the consigneeg 
wish to receive at the earliest possible date should 
also hav right of way seven days in the week. It 
should be easy, on any road managed on sound 
business principles, for the consignors to arrange 
for continuous transit. Under genuinly free com- 

. petition, and in the absence of Sunday laws, that 
road which furnishes the people living along its lines 
and at and beyond its termini the best passenger ser- 
vice; which handles freight most carefully and ex- 
peditiously, and treats its employees the best, will 
be the most popular road, and the best paying one, 
other things being equal. 

We wholly repudiate the notion that it is neces- 
sary to incommode either passengers or shippers in 
order to giv a day's rest each week to workmen. 
Suppose we take seven men, designating each with 
a letter of the alphabet, A to Q, inclusiv. On Mon- 
day, A rests; on Tuesday, B; on Wednesday, C; 
on Thursday, D; on Friday, E ; on Saturday, F; on 
Sunday, G. Thus we find that on each day six men 
work and one rests. There would naturally, with 


few exceptional eases, be a falling off in business on 
Sunday, for reasons that will suggest themselvs to 
the thoughtful reader, and so arrangements could be 
made allowing more than one man to take his day 
off on Sunday, should that be preferred as the rest 
day. The exceptions would occur during the sum- 
mer, when resorís are open and more suburban 
trains are run on Sunday than on other days. Even 
here, however, it would not be difficult to secure a 
day of rest for all who desired it. In the case of 
the seven trainmen such arrangements could be 
made as would enable each to hav a different day 
of rest each week, if preferred. Asa result of apply- 
ing common sense to the solution of the Sunday- 
rest problem we hav secured a weekly day of rest 
for all who wish it, and this without extra expense 
to the company or loss to the men, and without 
subjecting passengers or business men to discom- 
fort or loss of time and money. 

Sabbatarians declare very emphatically that they 
areanxious for the welfare of the railway laborer; they 
want him to hav his day of rest each week. “ Soul- 
less capital" would grind the life out of him if it 
were not for them! Well, here is & sensible, prac- 
tical plan for giving him his rest, and the unap- 
proachable merit of it is that it does not interfere 
with the pleasure or the property rights of other 
people; it does not make a crime of innocent recre- 
ation or honest business. Will it be acceptable to 
the Sabbatarians? No. Why not? Because they 
are not one-hundredth part as solicitous about the 
workman’s rest day as they are about the “sanctity 
of the Sabbath.” They want Sunday laws to pro- 
mote “ worship," as Blair has boldly stated in his 
recently introduced District of Columbia bill. 


The article upon church property which appears 
in this and succeeding issues of Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
will be made into a pamphlet immediately upon 
completion. The book will be a vade mecum, as 
the pedants say, upon the subject, and is designed 
as a handbook for those who object to being held 
up by the tax gatherer and forced to pay other 
people’s taxes. 

This question will be brought before the New 
York Constitutional Convention, which meets in 
May, and every delegate shall be supplied with this 
pamphlet. We also desire to place it in the hands 
of every editor and legislator in the state—and in 
the country, if we can—with requests for notice 
and discussion. We also want to circulate it gener- 
ally and generously. The price for single copies 
will be low (we will announce it as soon as the cost 
is determined) and in quantities still lower. 

To distribute it as it should be we want help, 
particularly from the Liberals of New York state, 
though it will not be refused from anybody. It is 
& national question and work done in one state 
helps in others. Those who feel like helping can 
send such sums as they can spare and will receive 
pamphlets to the amount of their donation. . 

The more we receive the wider will be the circula- 
tion of the pamphlet. Every Liberal is interested 
in this question, and we hope will help us to dis- 
tribute thousands. 


— pe— 

The officers of the National Spiritualists’ Asso- 
ciation announce that the Hon. Omer M. Kem, of 
Nebraska, in the lower House, and Senator Jones, 
of Arkansas, in the upper House, will do all they 
can against the Morse-Frye joint resolution. Pres- 
ident H. D. Barrett and Secretary Robt. A. Dim- 
mick of the Association say that both Representativ 
Kem and Senator Jones are Spiritualists and there- 
fore are awake to the necessity of work. Secretary 
Dimmick states that remonstrances against the 
amendment ean be had at this office and at the 
headquarters of the National Spiritualists’ Associa- 
ciation, 510 E. street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
We rejoice to see our Spiritualist friends up and 
doing. Quoting the proposed amendment, the 
Light of Truth says eaitorially: “This is enough 
io cause the shades of Jefferson, Franklin, Adams, 
Paine, and Washington to rise up and blast the 


insufferable ignoramuses who father the scheme 
with a paralysis that would forever stop another 
wag of their tongues or a lift of their fingers.” 


Mr. Putnam reports that at the hearing on the 
Christian amendment, on March 6th, but eight of 
the seventeen members of the House Committee 
on the Judiciary were present. The Christian 
Statesman says editorially that “nearly every mem- 
ber of the Committee was present.” With nine 
members absent it is something of a stretch of lan- 
guage to say that «nearly every member” was at 
the meeting. The Christian Reformer, more care- 
ful, agrees with Mr. Putnam. 


The Christian Statesman says mournfully that 
on Sunday, March 11th, seventy-five thousand peo- 
ple visited Schenley Park in Pittsburg. It of course 
calls this “Sabbath desecration.” Such reckless 
pursuit of pleasure and health by those seventy-five 
thousand citizens of Covenanter Pittsburg is inde- 
seribably horrible. The wicked creatures will prob- 
ably soon get the idea into their perverse minds © 
that the trees and flowers may not, after all that 
has been preached, spend eternity in hell as a pun- 
ishment for growing on the “ Sawbath." 


There was presented in Congress a few days ago 
& petition in favor of the Christian amendment, 
This fact is not remarkable, in itself considered, but 
when it is known that on this petition were the names - 
of twenty-two senators of the Iowa legislature the 
reader will probably be set to thinking even more 
seriously than he has heretofore concerning the 
irrepressible conflict between theology and human 
liberty. We are informed that only twenty-four of 
the Iowa senators were seen, and all but two of 
these signed the petition. i 


“A so-called ‘sacred’ concert, for charity, was given 
in Ford’s Opera House, Baltimore, Md., on Sabbath, 
February 11th, at which such ‘sacred’ compositions as 
Wagner’s ‘ Tannhiuser,’ ‘Hungarian Fantasie,’ ‘ Oriental 
Festival March,’ ‘ Torchlight Dance,’ ete., were rendered 
by one hundred Baltimore musicians. It is about time 
this thin disguise was torn from the open profanations of 
the Sabbath. "— Christian Statesman. 

Yes, it is, but it will not be while Sabbatarians 
hay the power to secure the enactment and enforce- 
ment of their contemptible Sunday laws. The wor- 
shipers of the Sunday fetich are responsible for all 
this hypocrisy. ‘ 


At a Boston meeting, held to advance the Chris- 
tian amendment propaganda, Joseph Cook said: 
* Our fathers voted God out of the Constitution 
Let us vote him in again." One would suppose 
that Mr. Cook's ** God " is utterly helpless, and we 
presume that he is. What these men mean is, that 
the fathers voted the theocrat’s ideas about God 
out of the Constitution, and now the theocrats want 
to vote them into that instrument. Mr. Cook also 
said: * It is necessary to exercise prudence and not 
drive the thick end of the wedge first." Ah! wants 
to catch the American people with “guile,” pre- 
sumably. 


In a syndicate article Jeannette L. Gilder writes 
of Annie Besant: s 

“I hay always regarded Mra. Besant as a woman who 
was not discussed in polite society. Her connection with 
the late Charles Bradlaugh, her Malthusian pamphlets, 
and her blatant unbelief made her a social outcast.” 

Dear Miss Gilder, do you suppose Jesus was. 
“discussed in polite society”? .It is reported in 
an old volume for which presumably you hav much 
respect that he mingled with “publicans and sin- 
ners,” which would lead us to infer that he was a 
«social outcast.” Do you not know that «polite 
socigky " has always turned the cold shoulder to the 
men and women whom later generations delighted 
to honor? You sneer at Charles Bradlaugh, but it 
would be well if “polite society” in England or 
America had produced in two generations a man so 
great in all the elements of true nobility and use- 
fulness. 


If you happen to be in Kansas City, Missouri, on 
Sunday and wish to be shaved you can be accom- 
modated if you will sign this confession: 


** For the purpose of obtaining the services of the bar- 
ber shop in the Midland Hotel on Sunday, I state that 
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the service of & barber shop is a necessity to me at this 
time, and that my omission to obtain such service on Sat- 


urday was not through any fault or neglect on my part.” |. 


This statement is in compliance with the ruling 
of Judge Wofford. Why should his ruling not also 
apply in the case of Sunday shoe polishing? And 
of clothes dusting? In short, is there logically any 
stopping-place in this dirty business of church-state 
interference with the private affairs of men and 
women? How much longer will the descendants 
of the men of the Revolution stand this insolent 
nonsense? Of what use is the ballot to them if 
they do not make these judicial tools of the clergy 
feel the force that they can wield? 


The Pittsburg Times, reporting the proceedings 
at a mass meeting in that city called to indorse the 
Christian amendment, givs this brief summary of 
an address by Dr. F. S. Scovel, president of 
Wooster, Ohio, University : 

** He affirmed that it was in no way revolutionary. He 
said that this is the only final method of settling the con- 
troversy and the questions which grow out of it. The 
amendment defines the limits of personal liberty as 
within the bounds of Christian morality, and affords a 
basis for proper legislation on gambling, marriage, 
divorce, and Sunday observance.” 

Settling what controversy? Who presumes to 
say that we are so sure of the truth of any concept 
of religion that we can once and for all settle the 
controversy over it by putting into the law the 
opinion of one faction? Has not the world already 
often and severely enough burned its fingers in 
that fire? Are we to keep on forever “settling” 
controversies about God and Jesus and the Bible 
by pounding other people’s beliefs into men’s heads 
with policemen’s clubs? Who dares say that the 
« limits of personal liberty " lie * within the bounds 
of Christian morality”? Morality is a growth, not 
a revelation, and the ethical conceptions of to-day 
had their source in experiences through which man 
passed thousands of years before the birth of Chris- 
tianity. Those early ideas of man’s relations to his 
fellows hav been gradually developed through the 
ages and are still undergoing very slow modification. 
The law of equal liberty cannot be chained to a 
creed which modern science and critical scholarship 
hav bent and shaken and whittled, but for which 
divine paternity and authority are still claimed by 
those who wish to force their belief in it upon their 
indifferent or skeptical fellow citizens. 


Editor Buckley of the Christian Advocate says 
that he cannot see the wisdom of attempting to 
amend the Constitution as the theocrats desire. He 
would be compelled to antagonize the movement if 
it had any prospect of success. He thinks Chris- 
tians should be content with “In God We Trust” 
on the coins, the recognition of God in the Declara- 
tion of Independence and in more than thirty state 
constitutions, the obiter dictum of the Supreme 
court that this is a Christian nation, the judicial 
oath, and the law-enforced “Christian Sabbath.” 
He declares that to introduce the name of “ ‘Jesus 
Christ our Lord’ into the Constitution of our coun- 
try would be a step toward the union of church and 
state, which, so long as we wish liberty of con- 
science, we can never advocate.” But are not all 
these existing Christian features, which Mr. Buck- 
ley favors, steps “in the direction of union of 
church and state’? Of course. Why, then, does 
he oppose the amendment? Because he is more 
crafty than the Covenanters. Hear him: 

**An agitation such as this can simply arouse opposition 
where it is now slumbrous, and lead to the unrestrained 
utterance of sentiments provocativ of irreverence and 
irreligion.” 

Rev. Mr. Buckley is afraid of going too far by 
one forced march. He doesn’t want the church 
army to get too far away from its base of supplies. 


It might be defeated and lose all the special privi-. 


leges it now has. Therefore the reverend politician 
is in favor of one step at a time. He could easily 
help get a Sunday law for the District of Columbia, 
for instance. But it would not do to arouse the 
enemy by a premature revelation of his full plan 
of campaign. Mr. Buckley is very shrewd, but his 
game ia perfectly well known to us. Samuel P. 
Putnam is right—we must watch the District Sun- 


day law scheme and hav permanent headquarters in 
Washington. 


sion in the administration of justice and a practical denial 
of constitutional rights.” 


The German Freethinkers hav circulated a petition to 
the Reichstag, in which they ask for the abolition of the 
infamous section 166 of the criminal law, which provides 
for the punishment of those who poke fun at any church 
humbug. *.*.* Delegates from societies for ‘‘ Ethical Oul- 
ture" met recently in congress at Eisenach, Germany. 
It was resolved to form an international union to insure 
a propagation of ethical principles. ‘Dr. W. Förster, 
who lectures for the Berlin society, was elected president. 
‘..' We doubt whether the Christians hav made a bona 
fide sale of any of their manifold pamphlets exceeding 
that of the ‘‘Spaziergiinge eines Atheisten” by Heigl, 
which has reached forty-five thousand copies, vet this 
number is less than that of ** Dominee, Pastor of Rabbi," 
by J. G. ten Bokkel, which is about fifty thousand copies. 

"o The Independent says Oatholio papers in Germany 
complein that the spirit of unbelief is gaining ground in 
the gymnasia and the high schools "der control of the 
church. It quotes from one of these papers as follows: 
“The Catholic college student in Berlin is, as a rule, 
without faith. We do not recollect of a single case where 
one of these young men entered upon the study of theol- 
ogy. Among the older Catholic boys in Berlin there 
exists an unchurchly and even antichurchly spirit." 


Rev. J. M. Foster has an article in the Christian 
Statesman in which he givs many alleged reasons 
why the pending Christian amendment should be 
adopted. Here is one of them: 


** Because these [Christian] forces are not operativ in 
the government unless they are recorded in the nation’s 
Constitution. In 1808 President Jefferson was petitioned 
to proclaim a fast by the New England ministers. He 
refused by saying: ‘I consider myself as interdicted by 
the Constitation from doing anything that pertains to re- 
ligion.’ In 1858 the Sabbath laws of California were tried 
in the Supreme Court. Judge Terry decided them un- 
constitutional, because they are & discrimination in favor 
of Christianity, and so against all other religions. Judge 
Burnet coincided with him. Since then California has 
had no Sabbath law. In 1869 the Bible was tried in the 
Supreme Court of Ohio for being in the public schools of 
Cincinnati. Judge Welch decided that, since the words 
‘ Bible,’ ‘Christian,’ and ‘Christianity’ do not occur in 
the Constitution of the United States, the word ‘religion’ 
in that instrument must mean ‘man’s religion.’ And so 
the Bible, the exponent of the religion of Christ, has no 
right in the public schools. Ex-president Woolsey said, 
in the Evangelical Alliance, in New York, in 1878, ‘Our 
Constitution would require no change to be adapted to a 
Mohammedan nation. 

It will be seen that no decision above quoted 


sustaining the Constitution as it should be inter- 


The Rev. Dr. Peake, of the Lord’s Day Observance 
Society of England, having intimated that he was on the 
war path against Sunday ‘‘desecrators,” George W. 
Foote, president of the National Secular Society, wrote a 
letter to the Star, closing with this challenge: **The Lon- 
don Hall of Science, the headquarters of the Secular 
party, has been open since 1869 and there has always been 
a charge for admission to the Sunday lectures, although 
of late we hav thrown a part of the hall open free. y 
has Dr. Peake never molested us then? Is it simply be- 
cause Freethinkers are an awkward lot to tackle? I invite 


preted, and as secularists understand it, was written 
later than 1869. The tendency to read into the 
law in some way the assumption that “this is a 
Christian nation,” has been growing stronger year 
by year since the close of the Civil war, and it is the 
purpose of the theocrats to complete the work of 
perversion by the adoption of the Morse-Frye 
amendment. Freetlinkers cannot fail to realize the 
vital necessity of keeping the Constitution on the 
side of religious liberty, and we maintain that this 
is the most important issue before the people to- 
day. We must defend ourselvs. To this end 
judges must be watched and the votes of Free- 
thinkers made effectiv. 


Freethought Progress. 


The Freethinkers of Spain are to erect à monument in 
honor of Ramon Chiés. Seven hundred and ninety pese- 
tas were subscribed the first week. 


TuE TRUTH Seeker and the London Freethinker are 
the two most prominent and widely circulated Free- 
Bought journals of the world, says Der Lichtfreund, of 

ienna. 


The Freethought Federation of Sweden is the recipi- 
ent of a gift of one thousand crowns. Would that one 
of our wealthy Freethinkers would donate one thousand 
doliars to the American Freethought Federation. 


Johannes Oyevski, the ex-Oatholic priest, and for fifty 

ears a Free Religious agitator and lecturer, isdead. His 
lite was & continual battle, and like all reformers and 
apostles of liberty he died poor. He reached the age of 
eighty-one years. Honor to his memory. 

The Turners of Milwaukee, Wis., held a rousing Paine 
celebration. There was music, singing, and speeches, 
the latter in both the German and English language. 
Mr. O. Hermann Boppe, editor of Der Freidenker, de- 
livered the German oration, while Mr. I. Ulrich spoke in 
English. 


We are the recipient of several numbers of La Razon, 
published at Caracas, Venezula, by our valiant contem- 
porary, Luis P. Herrera, and judging from various ar- 
ticles we can but congratulate friends of liberty in 
Venezula on the fact that they hav at least one period- 
ical which is not merely willing, but also capable of 
defending liberty of conscience. 


An International Freethought Congress will be held at 
Brussels, Belgium, during the fall of 1894. *."." The Belgian 
Freethinkers are following in the wake of their French 
and Spanish brethren, and will publish an annual this 
year, which is to contain such statistical information as 
will be of interest to Belgian Freethinkers. *.'.' The Bel- 
gian Freethinkers hav several schools, an orphan asylum, 
and an infirmary for aged and decrepit Freethinkers. 


The London Freethinker says: ‘‘ Chinon is a little town 
in old Touraine, now the department of Indre et Loire, 
France. It will ever be celebrated as the birthplace of 
the great Freethinking wit, Francois Rabelais. There is 
at present a Freethought society in the town. They call 
themselvs Les Enfants de Rabelais. A recent funeral 
of one of their members was attended by more than three 
hundred persons, and the proceedings gave great offense 


to the clericals,” 


New York labor unions hav passed this resolution: **We 
insist upon & return to fundamental principles of free 
speech, free press, and free mails, and an adherence to 
constitutional guarantees which assure those rights to the 
citizen, and we demand that the laws shall be enforced 
only by the duly authorized officers of the people. In 
view of the mischievous possibilities of the Comstock 
laws, we demand their repeal as being a source of confu- 


this cocksure clerical fanatic to try his hand at a prosecu- 
tion. He thinks he knows the law through and through. 
Well, I believe I know it better than he does; and if p 
ehooses to play the game, I feel sure that he will learn 
two things—first, that the game itself isa pretty long one, 
and secondly, that his last card will be taken with the ace 
of trumps.” *.*," There is progress even in Scotland, the 
birth-place of the Covenanter. A Scottish minister has 
ventured to ask that questions be handed to him on Sun- 
days, and he will answer them from the pulpit. The 
Freethinker says that the first question asked was, ‘‘ Who 
was David's mother?” He could not answer .*.*." Lawson 
Tait, writing about the proposed memorial to Charles 
Darwin in Shrewsbury, says: ‘‘Now even parsons talk 
evolution in the pulpit without recognizing the fact that 
the words they use as everyday expressions and the views 
they promulgate are precisely those against which 
their predecessors fulminated so late as twenty years 
ago, and for which they condemned those of us who 
accepted them to all the penalties of ‘infidels’ in this 
world and condemned persons in the next.” Mr. Tait 
had to leave his nativ city of Edinburgh in 1866 because 
of his acceptance of Darwin’s principles. ‘.*." Sunday con- 
certs hav spread as far north as Inverness, Scotland, to 
the great discomfiture of the clergy. '.'.' A writer in the 
New Earth calls the attention of Sabbatarians to the 
commandment on which they base their doctrin. He 
says that the most important part of the command, and 
that which takes precedence over any other part, is that 
about working six days. It is strange that so many good 
people hav overlooked this most essential point. *.*." In 
London the income of the dispensaries, hospitals, and 
nursing institutions is increasing, and that of the mission- 
ary societies steadily decreasing. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tux Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severance Hall, 
491 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.30 p.m. 


Tar Friendship Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Sundays at 2.80 and 7.80 r.m. in Warner Hall, near 
Green and Broad streets. 


Tre Women’s LIBERAL Leaaun, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. 

March 27th—‘‘ Evolution vs. Revolution. ” Samuel H. 
Gordon. 


Tyr First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 1704 Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 P. m. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-school in same place at 12:30 P. M. 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for March. 


March 23d—‘‘Labor’s Demands of the Constitutional 
Convention." Edward King. 
Maroh 30th—‘‘The Truth bout Hawaii.” Clinton Fur- 
ish. 
i FBRANELIN STEINER’ s lecture engagements are as fols 
ows: 


Mar. 28, Greensburg, Pa. 
** 25, Newark, N. J. 
April 1, Alliance, O. E 
** 8-6, Eaton, O. ** 18, 14, Toledo, O. 
** 8, Dayton, O. ** 15, Detroit, Mich. 

** A Sermon to Liberals on Religion and Church " was 
the subject of Dr. J. H. Duren Ward last Sunday before 
the Brooklyn Philosophical Association. He began by 
remarking that man is by nature religious, and no matter 
how Liberals try they cannot get rid of religion and 
chureh, though they may destroy @ religion and a church. 
He also remarked that Liberals do not organize as they 
should; that by their indifference in such matters they 
failto do much good work that otherwise could be done. 
He said that if Liberals were consistent and worked 
together civilization might be advanced a thousand 

ears further than it is. A very interesting debate fol- 
lowed the lecture. Mr. Rowley speaks next Sunday on 
** Moral Philosophy.” 


8, Cincinnati. O. 
9, New Ross, Ind. 
10, 11, West Point, Ind 


April 


Colonel IngersolPs Dates, 
Jacksonville, Ill., March 24th. 
St. Louis, Mo., March 25th. 
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that light, churches also are productive. 


[ROBBERY A RELIGIOUS VIRTUE? 


THE GREAT MORAL AND PRACTI- 
TICAL QUESTION. 


THE CHURCH'S PROPERTY 


Should It Be Exempt from Just and 
Impartial Taxation? 


imate cause for the exemption of churches. 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


An Argument for Eqnality of Taxation, and a State- 
ment of Facts, Giving, from the Censns of 1890, the 
Yalne, by Denominations, of Chnrch Property in the 
United States and in the Several States and Terri- 
tories and in AN Cities Having 25,000 or More 
Inhabitants; so Arranged as to Show ata Glance 
the Relative Standing as to Wealth of the Leading 
Denominations and Denominational Gronps.—Also, 
Mnch Other Matter of Especial Interest to Certain 
Cities, States, and Sections.—Al] Comparisons and 
Percentages Based Upon Official Fignres. 

If you exempt the property of any church organiza- 
tion, to that extent you impose a tax upon the whole com- 
munity.—James A. Garfield. 

The property of church organizations is exempt 
from taxation. Why are these corporations granted 
such a great favor? Are there any good, or even 
plausible, reasons why they should be privileged 
above all other citizens and societies of citizens? 
* No taxation without representation " seems to de- 
mand a correlative, “ no representation without tax- 
ation.” So long as any kind of private property is 
subject to taxation, should not all kinds be equally 
subject? Each person invests his money where he 
believes it will yield him the largest dividend pe- 
cuniarily, or in mental and moral satisfaction. Be- 
cause one man puts one thousand dollars into a 
church, and another the same amount into a Ma- 
sonic hall, is no reason why the latter should be 
required to pay the taxes on both sums. It is 
plainly an injustice to compel him so to do. Could 
anything be more inequitable than the exemption 
from taxation of a million-dollar cathedral, built 
and patronized by wealthy people, whil» the small 
stores and shops of the men and women who can 
barely make a living, are taxed to the extreme limit 
of the rate? 


Alleged Reasons for Exemption Examined. 


What excuses are offered for this partialism? 
What arguments in its defense are advanced by its 
advocates? In the light of justice it is revealed as 
gross favoritism, in justification of which no valid 
argument can be put forward, no reasonable ex- 
cuse devised. To the mind of the man who is 
familiar with the underlying principles of human 
justice and social ethics, it is self-evidently wrong. 
Yet it persists as a fact, and finds many apologists, 
both within the church and in the “world.” Let 
us examine the less trivial of the pleas set up in 
extenuation or bold defense of this great evil of 
inequality of taxation. | 

Church property is non-productive, we are told. 
Admit that it is, what then? There is a vast 
amount of other property which is unproductiv. 
Shall it, also, be exempt from taxation? Many 
business investments turn out disastrously. Thou- 
sands of failures are recorded every year. Men 
put into various enterprises much more than they 
are able to get out of them. Shall this unproduc- 
tive secular property be given a “free pass” by the 
state? Why should non-productive ecclesiastical 
property be exempt, while non-produetive secular 
property is taxed? The homes of the people, from 
the laborer’s cottage to the millionsire's mansion, 
are non-productive. From the hour they are com- 
pleted, until they are destroyed by fire or flood or 
tempest, or become uninhabitable through the slow 
but sure processes of decay, they are constantly 
subject to deterioration, continually requiring re- 
pairs, alterations, and additions, which necessitate 
the expenditure of money that returns neither in- 
terest, profit, nor wages to him who spends it. 
Are these non-productive houses, with their plots 
of ground and outbuildings, exempt from taxation? 
It may be urged that these homes are in a manner 
productive, because, if their owners did not have 
them, they would be compelled to pay rent. And 
if the congregations did not build and own their 
churches, they would be under the necessity of hir- 
ing halls and paying rent therefor; so, viewed in 


should have more favors than they. 


aggregate of taxes that church exemption saves to 
the ecclesiastical corporations which employ them? 


the exemption, why should the corporations be per- 
mitted to partly recoup themselves by forcing other 
classes of workmen to pay their taxes? To put it 


the taxes upon the workshops, offices, banks, and 
clearing houses of corporations having upon their 
pay rolls one hundred and fifty thousand or more 
men? In the buildings owned by these corpora- 
tions millions of dollars are annually raised by 
means of pew rentals, fairs, raffles, meals, collec- 
tions, and subscriptions. How can they be exempt 
from taxation on the ground of non-productivity ? 
In yet another way churches are money-making 
institutions. Every observant person knows that 
large numbers of business and professional men 
identify themselves with them because of the social, 
political, and pecuniary advantages to be obtained 
thereby. There are thousands of places in which 
one of the first and most frequently repeated ques- 


does he attend?” He finds it to his direct advan- 
tage to show himself immediately and often at one 
of the popular churches of the town. 
the ways in which he must advertise his business. 
Should he fail to present himself at some church 
door on Sunday mornings during the first few 
weeks of his sojourn in the place he will be more or 
less courteously informed by would-be friends that 
this, that, or the other is the church in Smithville: It 
is the largest, or the most respectable, or the wealthi- 
est, or for some other reason the best society with 
which he can affiliate. It is delicately hinted that 
he cannot afford to hold aloof; that « nobody who 
is anybody” neglects the means of grace in that 
neighborhood. He soon finds—if he was previ- 
ously unacquainted with the fact—that the church 
is popularly supposed to bea Bureau of Recom- 
mendation, and he perceives that a very large pro- 
portion of the merchants, doctors, lawyers, poli- 
lieians, and many mechanies act as though they 
knew that one of her unwritten but unalterable 
laws was, “You patronize me and I will patronize 
you.” In many places families are “out of society” 
if they do not belong to the church, and this is a 
very serious thing with most people who are am- 
bitious and are not satisfied with the simple and 
pure triumphs of intellectual emulation and the 
sweet delights of nature. Itis chiefly because of their 
business and social advantages that certain churches 
in every town so far outstrip others which are 
equally orthodox. It is a matter of value for value. 
The man of business insight pays what he thinks he 
can afford for church assistance. He realizes that 
the church is a social and political force which he 
must reckon with and whose friendship is more 
likely to help than to hinder him. He knows that 
it is merciless in its pursuit of doubt and non- 
belief, or, at least, non-conformity. So he gives it 
money that he may get from its adherents more 
money in the near future. We have nothing to do 
here with the ethical bearing of these undeniable 
facts; they are mentioned only because they have a 
very direct connection with this question of church 
exemption. It is submitted to the candid judg- 
ment of every fair-minded citizen that when a man 
finds it to his pecuniary advantage to put his name 


Many of 
the halls and rooms owned by secret and fraternal 
societies are non-productive, and hence should be 
exempt from taxation if non-productivity is a legit- 


But, as a matter of fact, are all churches wholly 
unproductive? In many of them pews are rented at 
prices which put them out of the reach of all but 
the more wealthy people of the society, making 
these churches practically Sunday club rooms for 
the rich. Why should they not pay taxes on these 
luxurious appointments of worship? People who 
own club rooms in which they worship probably 
just as sincerely on week days as they and others do 
in the fashionable churches on Sunday, must pay 
taxes on these places of resort, and there is no 
really sound reason why the owners of the churches 
They all 
freely choose their own methods and places of rec- 
reation or adoration, and should pay their own bills. 

In another way the churches are productive. 
They are collection offices and workshops.. In them 
are gathered most of the moneys which pay the 
salaries of one hundred and twelve thousand or 
more clergymen, and in them these clergymen do 
much of the work which entitles them to the pay. 
Here, also, are collected the enormous sums which 
maintain great missionary boards, thus furnishing 
remunerative employment to thousands more men 
and women. Why should the salaries of these resi- 
dent clergymen, these organists, missionaries, and 
missionary society officials be augmented by the 


Or, if their salaries would be just as large without 


in another way, why should the people at large pay 


tions concerning a new-comer is, * What church, 


It is one of- 


on the membership roll of a church he should wile 
ingly pay his share of the taxes of that church. H 
should not shift any portion of the burden on to 
the shoulders of his rival who does not belong to 
any church. He should himself pay for his adver- 
tising. He has acted upon the assumption that the 
church is & productive factor in his business, and 
justice imperatively demands that, having invested 
his money at his own risk, he shall not force hig 
neighbors to bear any portion of the expenses of 
collection of his dividends. The money which he 
put into the church was just as much a part of his 
active capital as that which he paid for his stock of 
goods, and it is certainly as clearly his duty to pay 
the taxes upon that as upon the goods. 

Gifts make up the bulk of church property, we 
are sometimes informed; therefore it should not 
be taxed. If A leaves ten thousand dollars to the 
church instead of to his son, why should the son be 
compelled to pay more taxes on his farm or work- 
shop because his father chose to give the ten thou- 
sand dollars tothe church? This he must do under 
the present law, as his father has withdrawn that 
amount.from the taxable property of the town and 
put it where it is a public charge. Why should not 
the church, having the benefit of the money, pay 
the taxes upon it? Why should the state fine. the 
son for his father’s failure to give him the property? 

Who will argue that property which one individ- 
ual has received by gift from another should not 


be taxed? Certainly such a claim would be pre- 
posterous. Why, then, make it in the interest of a 
church? A church is nothing but & society of in- 


dividuals. This society may or may not make a 
better use of the gifts it receives than does the.in- ` 
dividual the gifts bestowed upon him. Whether it 
does or does not has nothing to do with the ques- 
tion of equal taxation. It has the property and can 
use it as it pleases, within the limits of the conditions 
imposed by the bestower; and the individual bene- 
ficiary can do no more. If fifty heads of families 
in a town each put two thousand dollars into a com- 
mon fund and erect a church costing one hundred 
thousand dollars, what. tenable reason is there for 
exempting that church from taxation which would 
not have been equally cogent for the exemption of 
the fifty sums of two thousand dollars each whieh 
were given to build it? It is always to be pre- 
sumed when a man voluntarily gives another or oth- 
ers a sum of money that he follows the line of least 
resistance; that he derives more pleasure from the 
act of giving and the contemplation of the good 
which he imagines the money will do in the hands 
into which he has put it than he would have received 
had he kept the money in his own pocket. ` It is 
not at'all necessary or just that some one else 
should be weighted with an additional tax because 
he gratified himself by making a present to & cause 
in which he is interested.. That the present was 
made to a church, instead of to a Masonic society or 
& baseball club or a collector of botanical specimens 
or a relative, is only an incident which in no way 
affects the question of equitable taxation. Leaving 
to one side for a moment the fundamental idea of 
justice, it might indeed be argued with considerable 
force that those who are able to spare a portion of 
their wealth to the church are better prepared to pay 
the taxes on the church than are those outside of it 
who have a hard struggle to maintain their families 
and so are not in a position to make valuable gifts 
to any one. "hat is, the financial ability to support 
the church by gifts of- land or money presupposes 
the possession of a like ability to pay all public dues 
upon the gift; for it is to be borne in mind that the 
giver is also, as a member of the church society, 
one of the receivers of his own benefaction. If he 
wishes to transfer a certain sum of money from one 
persor 2l account to another he must be willing, or 
whether willing or not, must be made to pay the 
taxes on it after as he did before the transfer. He 
has no right to force his neighbors who are not 
members of the church to help him make his “ free- 
will offerings.” And if he is not a member or 
leaves the money at death the church receives the 


benefits and should pay the costs. 


Churches exert a great moral influence, and 


‘therefore they should not be taxed, is another of 


the cómmon objections urged by those who have not 
thoughtfully examined this problem. Perhaps no 
other “argument” against justice in taxation has so 
much influence on the average man as this, and yet 
no defense of church pauperism could be weaker. 
What can be said for the moral influence of an or- 
ganization which deliberately refuses to pay its just 
dues? Fundamental to all morality is justice. The 
man who will not deal justly with his fellows is not 
moral in any practical way. He may cry aloud for 
morality and decency and purity until he is ex- 
hausted, but if he systematically defrauds his 
neighbors or denies to them equality of opportu- 
nity he is dishonest. It is a hollow mockery to 
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claim that the church is a healthful moral influence 
while she each year puts her hand into the pockets 
of the people and steals millions of dollars. She 
owns the property and she should pay taxes upon 
it at the same rate that the individual citizen is 
assessed for his property. What an absurdity to 
try to excuse a man for refusing to pay his debts, 
on the ground that he is not under any obligation 
to pay them because he exerts a great moral influ- 
ence! Why, under the universal application of this 
rule there would not be a knave in the country, the 
knaves being their own judges. All would be par- 
agons of probity and purity, and exempt from tax- 
ation. Any organization which willingly receives 
from the state a tribute that the latter has taken by. 
force from citizens not members of that organiza- 
tion by that aeceptance throws itself under grave 
suspicion of extreme laxity of moral fiber. It has 
become a receiver of stolen goods. Every dollar 
that the church saves by the exemption of its prop- 
erty from taxation is a dollar inequitably acquired. 
The fact that the majority of church members hon- 
estly believe that the church is entitled to such ex- 
emption serves only to emphasize the truth that she 
is not entitled to it. An organization that can so 
blunt the moral sense of its adherents as to make 
them believe it is right to compel other people to 
pay their debts cannot be the mighty engine of 
righteousness that she is claimed to be. No amount 
of teaching of abstract principles of morals, Chris- 
tian or any other kind, will neutralize the evil effects 
of immoral actions. When the church voluntarily 
declines to any longer accept tax-wrung appropria- 
tions for her schools and other institutions; when 
she demands that her property be taxed, and ceases 
to invade in other ways the equal rights of the peo- 
ple, she will rise very much in the estimation 
of right-thinking persons. 

Advocates of exemption should bear in mind that 
no one wishes to tax the “moral influence” of the 
churches; it is their property that we affirm should 
bear its just proportion of the public burdens. It 
could quite as fairly be said that the * moral influ- 
ence” of the honest merchant is lessened by the 
taxation of his property as that that of the church 
would be curtailed if she were compelled to depend 
upon her own resources instead of sponging her 
way as she is now permitted to do. 

So much for the actual delinquencies of the 
church which have a direct bearing upon the issue 
of exemption, and about which there cannot be 
two opinions among intelligent lovers of justice, 
no matter what their religious beliefs may be. All 
such must admit after a fair investigation of the 
subject that the church cannot legitimately claim 
the exemption of her property from equal taxation 
with the homes of the people on the ground that 
she exerts a potent moral influence, for such exemp- 
tion is itself immoral. Self-vaunted moralism is no 
warrant for the commission of an unjust act. The 
fact that a man does not swear or get drunk does 
not invest him with a right to appropriate his 
neighbor’s property, not even though the latter is 
lacking in some of the moral graces. 

Inasmuch as the exemption of church property 
necessitates the imposition of an additional tax 
upon the people at large, it follows that the non- 
belief of a part of the tax-payers in the creeds of 
the churches must be taken into account in consid- 
ering all pleas for exemption which are based on 
the theory that their good moral influence entitles 
the churches to this extraordinary privilege. No 
matter how excellent their influence in the com- 
munity, the exemption of their property from taxa- 
tion cannot be justified for & moment in any coun- 
try which, as does ours, prohibits the union of 
church and state. As exemption of one is extra 
taxation of another the release of the churches 
from public burdens means the taxation of dissent- 
ers for the support of Christian ministers, and, 
consequently, the dissemination of Christian doc- 
Arines. No individual can be constitutionally or 
justly fined for the entertainment of opinions at 
variance with those promulgated by any church. 
He cannot be constitutionally or justly forced to 
pay even one cent of his earnings into the treasury 
of a church. The exemption of church wealth 
from taxation fines the dissenter by compelling him 
to pay a portion of the taxes of the churches, and 
this fine is & forced contribution for the mainte- 
nance of a religious system of which he does not ap- 
prove, and which he would not voluntarily aid. It 
is not for others to determine what he shall give to 
or withhold from any Christian church. It is not 
for them to justify the alienation of his property by 
an appeal to the moral teachings and restraining 
influence of the churches. It is not what they think 
but what Ae thinks of religious precepts and church 
practices that will determine his decision as regards 
pecuniary support of the ecclesiastical organiza- 
tions. What the minister calls moral he may con- 


sider decidedly immoral. He may say that the 
gen 18 nota book which, upon the whole, will tend 

o produce a healthy moral development of the 
young mind. He may object, for instance, to the 
doctrine of' vicarious atonement; to the idea that 
repentance will secure rewards which a good life 
would not; to the attitude of many of the Biblical 
writers toward slavery, witchcraft, wine drinking, 
and polygamy. He may aver that the great virtue 
of tolerance receives scant honor from any division 
of the church, and that the Bible also sanctions the 
intolerant and persecuting spirit ; he may say that 
the narrative of wars waged by the Jews and the 
record of the massacres they committed, together 
with the very plain language of a large number of 
chapters and passages, make that volume an ex- 
tremely risky one to use in Sunday schools, and 
otherwise put into the hands of children. Now, it 
is not material whether this critic is right or wrong 
in his animadversions upon the scriptures and his 
skepticism regarding the moral influence of the 
churches ; it is sufficient that he does not accept 
the one as God’s word, and does not ally himself 
with the other. Doubting the divinity of the Bible 
and questioning the healthfulness of clerical teach- 
ing and example, he has the undoubted right to 
withhold his support from any and all churches. 
When the church asks that he be compelled to give 
her financial aid, she trespasses in intent, and when 
She takes from the hands of the state the money 
that he has yielded only at the behest of irresistible 
power, she vindicates the wisdom of his doubts re- 
garding her purity of purpose and her fitness to 
guide, instruct, and admonish the youth of the 
land. To tax men of one belief or opinion for the 
propagation of the belief or opinion of other men, 
is an outrage, and the plea that those in whose in- 
terest the mulet is paid should receive it because 
their influence tends to the diminution of immoral- 
ity and crime, destroys itself. 

If church property should be exempt from taxa- 
tion because of the morally educative, protective 
influence of the pulpits and Sunday-schools, then, 
by & parity of reasoning, we should be forced to 
argue in favor of the same exemption for religious 
papers, tract societies, publishers of religious books, 
and the various organizations which claim to be 
entirely devoted to the work of moral education, 
rescue of the unfortunate, and prevention of divers 
acts not acceptable to the operators and backers of 
the societies in question, and perhaps not to the 
masses of the people. That this claim of “moral 
influence” put forward in defense of the privileges 
now granted to the churches would be equally ap- 
plicable if urged in favor of a like favoritism to the 
societies and business houses named above, is self- 
evident. . 

But we need not stop lere—nay, we cannot stop 
here. Every legitimate business enterprise, every 
place in which labor finds occupation that keeps 
hands from mischief and brains from atrophy, is a 
center of moral influence. Every farm which lies 
green and golden and brown under the sun of 
spring and summer and autumn; every workshop 
and mill and factory in which men and women 
fashion articles of utility and beauty; every home 
where knowledge and honor and love are enthroned ; 
every man and every woman who eats bread 
honestly earned, and injures-none through malice ; 
every one who is kind and generous and just, and 
trespasses not—all these places and persons radiate 
moral influence as the sun sends forth light, and all 
should be exempt from taxation if it be right to ex- 
empt church property because of the alleged good 
eftect of religious teaching and Christian practice. 

The moral influence argument proves too much 
and hence proves nothing. 

‘A fine church enhances the value of adjacent 
property, it is sometimes contended, therefore it is 
just to exempt ecclesiastical edifices and other such 
property from taxation. It is somewhat difficult to 
see why, granting that the church does increase the 
value of a few pieces of near-by property, the tax- 
payers in other parts of the town or county should 
be required to pay the church’s taxes, unless we 
are Supposed to assume that the increase of taxable 
property in the neighborhood of the church equals 
the taxable value of the church, which would not 
very frequently be the case, I judge. 

It is not at all certain that the erection of a 
church would increase the value of property in its 
vicinity, even if the owners of the property were 
all devout Christians. Bell ringing, the collection 
of crowds in the evenings, funeral processions, and 
other like elements of the-problem have to be taken 
into consideration by the residents. It is‘a fact 
that in some localities in the residence parts of the 
cities a church is considered a positive evil. All con- 
tracts for the transfer of property in asection of West 
Eighty-fifth street, New York, contain an ironclad 
stipulation that no livery stable or church shall be 


erected on the land described in the document. 
Livery stables are proverbially undesirable neigh- 


bors, almost universally looked upon as nuisances, | 


and generally held to be extremely dangerous ; and 
therefore when property owners find it necessary to 


include churches with them in a prohibitive contract, 
we must conclude that tenants think that the tower- 
ing edifices of worship are also nuisances, if not 
actually sources of danger, for we may be sure that 
land holders would not make a rule against any 
class of business or buildings that acceptable ten- 
ants desire in their vicinage, for that would lessen 
their profits, and cent per cent is the fundamental 
law of trade and investment. 


There is another fact that cannot be lost sight 


of when we inquire whether the value-elevating at- 
tribute of a church entitles it to exemption from 
taxation. 
rock principles of religious freedom and equal jus- 
tice, why a Freethinker should be compelled to pay 
a tax on an increased valuation estimated by a 
Christian assessor, while he himself holds that his 
property is worth less than it was before the erec- 
tion of the church, and also be forced to help pay 
the tax of the church. The first is an unavoidable 
evil, but the latter is an injustice which need not 
be perpetrated. To avoid it it is only necessary to 
adopt the principle of uniform taxation herein ad- 


There is no reason founded on the bed- 


vocated. 

But a handsome residence would likewise in- 
crease the value of adjacent houses and lota. 
Should the residence be exempt from taxation on 
that account? The erection of a block of store- 
rooms and offices would also increase the value of 
adjoining property. Should the new block there- 
fore be put on the deadhead list? Or a citizen 
adorns his premises with a fountain, and statuary, 
and shrubbery, and flower gardens. These im- 
provements will undeniably make the places on 
either side and across the street more desirable as 
homes, and will, consequently, raise their market 
value also. Is the man who has pleased himself by 
ereating-the conditions which have made the whole 
neighborhood more attractive, and its properties 
more salable, to be put on the free list by the city 
assessor? 

Following this argument for church exemption 
toits ultimation, no property that in any way in- 
creases the value of other property would be taxed. 
So another so-called argument for the exemption of 
church property from equitable taxation reduces it- 
self to an absurdity. 

Why Church Property Should Be Taxed. 

Because its exemption interferes with religious 
liberty. The right of the citizen to worship or not 
to worship, as he is impelled by his own conscience 
and directed by his own intellect, is inviolable and 
inalienable. Any forcible interference with the 
enjoyment of this right, by either church, society, 
or the state, is a crime. Therefore the exemption 
of church property from taxation is a crime, for it 
lessens the financial ability of the non-church- 
member to propagate his personal beliefs and com- 
pels him to contribute of his earnings for the propa- 
gation of beliefs which are abhorrent to his intellect 
or his moral sense or both. : 

There is no difference in principle between a di- 
rect and an indirect appropriation for the support 
of theology. It cannot truly be said that A is 
denied equal religious freedom less by an act of the 


legislature which compels him to pay a portion of 


the taxes upon B’s place of worship than he would 
be by an appropriation bill which necessitated an 
extra tax upon his property for the payment of the 
salary of B’s pastor. A church is an association 
formed for the purpose of teaching certain religious 
theories, or establishing certain religious facta, if 
you please, believed in or known to the men and 
women who compose this'church. They have—or 
Should have—perfect liberty to attach themselves to 
or withdraw from this religious society. "This right 
of free association is derived from the right to wor- 
Ship. It is one of the means employed to secure 
enjoyment of the primary right. Hach such volun- 
tary combination (denomination) of persons of 
similar beliefs is naturally expected to be self- 
supporting. Of course whatever it receives by free 
gift from those outside its fold is & part of its 
legitimate assets. But it outrageously interferes 
with the equal right of association of men and 
women of a divergent belief if it takes by force even 
one cent from them, directly or indirectly. Not 
only does it trample the right of association, but it 
invades the equal religious liberty of the isolated 
citizen who does not care to ally himself with any 
society, if it takes from him, without his consent, 
by means direct or circuitous, any portion, no mat- 
ter how small, of his labor fruits. If people are 
moved, by whatsoever cause, to be religious, non- 
religious, or anti-religious, they must be so at their 
own cost, else they disregard the fundamental prin- 
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cumstances. The very fact that the committee, 
with a large majority against the amendment, still 
refuses definitly to repudiate it, shows that they do 
fear the bulldozing tactics of the church party, 
and that even against their better judgments they 
might at last report the bill to the House. 
Whatever happens the fight will be long con- 
tinued. We are dealing with a set of fanatics who 
hav fought the principles of this government since 
its foundation. Foiled on one point they resort 
to some other, and they will never giv up the con- 
test. They are now concentrating forces on a Dis- 
trict Sunday law. This is a most dangerous piece 
of legislation, and we must meet it in every possible 
way. I shall seek for a hearing before the com, 
mittee. Write to every member of committee 
whose name has been given in Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
The passage of a bill like this would be a great 
triumph for the Christians. In addition to this 
they hav in readiness a National Sunday law, to be 
introduced at the first favorable opportunity. 
This is the long session of Congress. It may last 
until July or August, and it will not do for us to 
remit our exertions in the least. I shall hold my- 
self in readiness for any action taken by the church 
party. They hav money; they hav members of 
Congress devoted to their interests; and they will 
use all sorts of subterfuges in order to bring their 
measures before the House. This Sunday legisla- 
tion business is especially to be guarded against, 
for in it are all the bad features of the God-in-the- 
Constitution amendment. It is a practical declara- 
tion by Congress that we are a Christian govern- 
ment. I ask for the support of Liberals that I may 
continue this battle, even to the end of this present 
session of Congress, for during the whole session 
there is peril to the liberties of the people. The 
time has come, I believe, when we must make 
Washington a center of operations, and we must 
be prepared always to meet our enemies in the halls 
of Congress. Do not fail to send.in contributions 
for this purpose to E. C. Reichwald, 165 South 
Water street, Chicago. There never was & time 
which demanded more decisiv and united action 
on the part of Liberals. Besides work in Congress 
we must distribute pamphlets, we must educate the 
people. S. P. Purnam. 


eiple of the right of private judgment. If they 
grow tired of contributing to the support of the 
ministry of their church let them withdraw from it. 
That is the only honorable eourse they can pursue. 
But to compel others to psy for their religion is 
dishonorable and downright dishonest, as it is de- 
structive of religious liberty. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


News and Notes from Washington. 


The God-in-the-Constitution amendment, at the 
present date, is in a very demoralized condition. 
You might say it is in a comatose state. It is not 
dead, but sleepeth. It is tucked quietly away in 
the House Judiciary rooms, but it may be resur- 
rected at any time and put on new life. It is one 
of those things that die hard. It won't do to cease 
watching. 

In the Senate the amendment is dead. The sub- 
committee, to which the matter was referred, did 
not report favorably. It was punctured by some 
pertinent inquiries of Senator Vilas and collapsed. 
It does not seem possible to revive the question in 
the Senate committee. 

The only hope now for the amendment is the 
House Judiciary committee; and the facts are 
about these: Only two of the House committee are 
in favor of the Amendment; but although such a 
great majority are opposed, still the amendment is 
held in abeyance—that is, its consideration is laid 
aside for the time being. It is not definitly dis- 
posed of, for or against, and for this purpose, as 
far as I can get at it: To giv the Christian sa chance 
to rally their forces throughout the country, and 
by meetings, resolutions, telegrams, and letters, to so 
inundate the committee that even against its own 
convictions it will report the amendment to the 
House for action, on the plea that as so many people 
demand it, it ought to pass through the committee 
and hav its chance before the country; and hence 
it may be possible that the committee with 15 to 
2 against will still report the amendment; for the 
argument of the church party to the committee is 
this: * Your action will not amend the Constitution ; 
but you can giv the people a chance to act on the 
matter, and that is all we want.” It will be seen 
that such an argument weighs with a politician; 
and he will avoid all responsibility by saying: 
“Personally, I am not in favor of the amendment, 

but giv the people a chance to vote on it.” 

This is the only possible hope of the Christians 
ever getting the amendment before the country— 
the plea, Giv the people a chance to vote upon it. 
Of course this would hav no weight with men of 
sense, but men of sense do not always predominate 
in Congress. 

It will easily be seen that the only way to meet 
these tactics of the church party is for every Free- 
thinker in the country to write to the committee, 
and to get all others possible to write, so that this 
amendment can be killed where it ought to be 
killed,in the committee room. I am very sure that 
if every Freethinker will do his duty in this respect, 
this amendment will never be taken from its 
present pigeon-hole. Of course I am perfectly 
willing to appeal to the people, but no true lover 
of his country desires to see it for the next fifty 
years plunged into the fiercest religious controversy 
of the ages. Every good citizen will endeavor to 
crush this monster before it can rend and tear the 
nation. Hence we must put forth every possible 
effort to crush this conspiracy in its very inception. 

If the matter assumes any such proportions as 
suggested, we shall hav our chance for reply before 
the committee. There will be a hot debate. The 
church party, therefore, are ina box. If they let 
the matter rest just where it is, the amendment is 
dead ; and if there is any further action, then it will 
be our chance to talk and pour hot shot into the 
orthodox camp. The moderate Christians dread 
this controversy and would rather leave the mat- 
ter where it is than thus let loose the fires of a 
religious warfare. 

I am quite sure that the presence of A. T. 

. Jones, Allen Moon, and myself, with the aid that 
others would giv if necessary, has blocked the 
game of the Christians, for if there had been no 
opposition apparent before the committee, then the 
Christians would hav appealed to the good will of 
the committee, and said, “Giv us a chance before 
the people.” And the committee might hav said: 
« Well, perhaps the people do want if; and it won't 

. do any harm to let them hav a chance to vote upon 

it" But when the Christians are confronted with 
stubborn resistance before the committee itself, 
their plea that the people want it is contradicted, 
the backbone of the committee is supported, and 
moderate Christians begin to cry for quarter. It 
s simply absolute nonsense to say this amendment 
would not hav passed the committee under any cir- 


Ai the Front. 

After my lecture in Chicago. I took the train for 
Delphos, O., where I received & warm welcome to 
the home of my friend B. A. Roloson, one of the 
most activ and enthusiastic Freethinkers of my ac- 
quaintance. He is the leader of our movement in 
Delphos, and I need not say that he is a banner of 
strength to our cause. Being a lawyer by profes- 
sion, it chanced shat, while I was in Delphos, he 
had a case in court. His legal opponent was a fa- 
natical Methodist. A little girl, twelve years old, 
was placed upon the stand, and the pious lawyer 
tried to intimidate her by asking where she would 
go when she died if she told an untruth. Friend 
Roloson’s sense of justice waxed warm, and he 
made the court ring with an appeal for fair play, 
and a denunciation of such contemptible tactics on 
the part of an attorney. It is needless to say that 
the question was overruled. 

On Wednesday evening I lectured before the 
Delphos Freethought Society, upon the great con- 
spiracy now in operation by the priesthood against 
religious liberty. A large audience was present, 
and I think that Delphos Liberals are alive to the 
situation. Roloson keeps things activ. Among the 
many other Liberals of Delphos, I can mention 
Joseph Roth, who was originally a Catholic. Mr. 
Roth is a solid Freethinker, and is ever ready to 
take a stand for Freethought principles. He is 
fearless and outspoken at all times. Among the 
others I may mention Mr. Smith and the Hisen- 
bach family, and the Drs. Brundage. Surely our 
cause here is well sustained. 

My next engagement was Alliance, O., where I 
was to giv two lectures. Mr. D. W. Smith met me 
at the train, and conducted me to his hospitable 
home. Soon I met his brother, R. G. Smith, and 
the Smith brothers are truly the vanguard of Lib- 
eralism in Alliance. The Freethinkers hav charge 
of a building called the Independent Church, where 
our lectures are given. It was once a Christian 
church, but now the religious features are no more. 
The communion pitcher and goblet are still in the 
pulpit, filled with water for the lecturer when he 
becomes thirsty. The Christians. speak of this 
church as “the hell on the hill.” It causes them a 
world of anxiety. They taunt Infidels because 
they gwn no more halls than they do, but they are 
very glad, in reality, that we hav so few of them. 
Through the energetic work of Mr. D. W. Smith two 
fine audiences greeted me, and it was decided that 
A two more lectures in Alliance on my return 

est. 
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On Tuesday I took the train for New York city 
over the Pennsylvania road, and Wednesday morn. 
ing found me in Tuse Terura SxrzkrR office. Tho 
first for me to meet was the Editor, of whom the ~ 
late Congress had left me many pleasant memorieg, 
Here I met for the first time his brother George, 
the delight of the readers of Tue TauTH Srexer fer 
and near. I also met with pleasure Mr. E. C. 
Walker, who has done valuable work for Free- 
thought. ; 

On Friday .evening I took dinner with Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Jr., after which we repaired to the German 
Masonic Temple, where the Liberal club was to hold 
its seven hundredth meeting. A large audience 
was present to hear my lecture on “The Great 
Religious Conspiracy.” A discussion followed, 
Messrs. Wakeman, Oppenheimer, Rowley, McDon- 
ald, Weeks, and Dr. Foote, who presided, being the 
participants. The chief objection to the points of | 
the lecture was that there is no danger to be feared 
from the God-in-the-Constitution movement. I 
took the position that if the American people 
wake up to the situation, there is no danger, but 
their apathy will result in a victory for priesteraft. 
Though nearly every idea conceived by the human 
brain has been ventilated at the Liberal Club, every 
one receives a warm welcome and respectful atten- 
tion, no matter what he may hav to say. 

The following Sunday I lectured in Brooklyn ` 
before the Philosophical Society, and a great pleas- 
ure it was. Nowhere could I hav had a more intel- 
ligent, appreciativ audience. Mr. Henry Rowley, 
the president,' introduced me. I must here make 
mention of the splendid work done by this gentle- 
man. His whole soul is in our movement. Besides 
being a man of wonderful information, he is a 
genuin orator—one of the best speakers I ever 
heard. He has organized a class of young men for 
the study of Logic, and it is gratifying to know 
that it is highly successful. A warm discussion 
followed the lecture, though good feeling prevailed 
throughout. The New York World gave a fair re- 
port of what I said. Mr. Thomas Duntze is secre- 
tary of the society, and Mr. Winham is treasurer. I 
hav also been to Ellenville, New York, and to Phila- 
delphia, of which I shall tell in my next article. I 
return to the West the latter part of March, and wish 
to make an extended tour of Iowa, Nebraska, the 
Dakotas, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, and I hope that 
friends in those states will correspond with me at 
once, addressing Box 882, Des Moiner, Iowa. 

New York City. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


See 
The Cause in Oregon. 


In point of numbers the Oregon State Secular 
Union is increasing rapidly. Every mail brings 
new members, and money enough has thus far . 
been contributed to pay off the old debts, pay for 
new membership blanks and a year's supply of 
stationery. Wehav been able to do this through the 
following contributions: From W. E. Jones, Port- 
land; Mrs. A. DePeatt, Ashland; M. Manning, 
Forest Grove; Wm. Barlow, Barlow; F. J. Beaty, 
Chemawa; B. F. Hyland, Corvallis; Levi Oren, 
Corvallis; Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Beaty, Chemawa; 
M. J. Olds, Dr. A. K. Olds, W. T. Booth, McMinn- 
ville; W. A. Gilmore, Marshfield; H West, Mrs. 
H. West, Scappoose, $1 each. From Thos. Belling- 
her, Bruce Huston, M. Bisbee, Forest Grove; W. 
W. Price, Scappoose, $2 each. From R. H. and 
Ann Scott, Woodburn, $10, and $3 from Mrs. 
Maria West, Scappoose, making a total of $35. 

Two new circuits, with Secular Sunday-schools, 
hav been formed, one at Forest Grove, in charge of 
Mrs. A. E. Barker, and the other includes Ranier 
and surrounding country, in charge of Henry 
Addis. 

At the last meeting of the executiv committee of 
the Oregon State Secular Union held in Portland, 
Sunday, March 3d, the following persons were 
licensed to lecture under the auspices of the Ore- 
gon State Secular Union: Mrs. A. E. Barker, Port- 
land; Nettie A. Olds, McMinnville; Virgil S. 
Smith, Beaverton, and Katie Kehm Smith, Oregon 
City. 

Miss Olds delivers her first lecture March 17th, 
at the Portland Secular church. Virgil S. Smith is 
a néw worker in our cause. While a student at the 
Willamette University, where he was fitting himself 
to become a foreign Christian missionary, he be- 
came acquainted with W. E. Jones and his book- 
store of reform literature and became a Liberal 
and is now preparing himself to be a home mis- 
sionary in the cause of Freethought. He is young, 
earnest, and enthusiastic, and no doubt will do 
much good for the cause in Oregon. 

"Over three hundred people were present at the 
First Secular church of Portland when resolutions 
were unanimously adopted, protesting against the 
proposed amendment of the National Reform As- 
sociation to the Constitution of the United States. 


~ 
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Copies of these resolutions, signed by President 
T. R. Kemp and Secretary H. E. Girard, were sent 
to the chairman of both the Senate and House 
committee on judiciary, and to "Oregon's senators 
and representatives. 

A number of copies of the resolutions were type- 
written by Superintendent Nettie A. Olds, of the 
Portland Secular Sunday-school, and sent to Oregon 
Liberals, urging them to take immediate action in 
their neighborhood. In addition to this, the mem- 
bers of the Secular church are circulating Tux 
Tura SrxxeR petitions and obtaining hundreds of 
signatures. 

The executiv committee of the Oregon State 
Secular Union adopted similar resolutions at its 
regular quarterly meeting, March 3d, and the sec- 
retary has forwarded the same to Washington. 

This is a.copy of the circular letter which the 
executiv committee of the Oregon State Secular 
Union authorized sent to Liberals: 


Dzar Fend: We want you to kindly giv this letter 
your personal and prompt attention. No one knows bet- 
ter than you that we advocate a just cause; no one wishes 
more than you for the success of that cause. 

There are thousands of men and women in the state who 
feel about the cause just as you do. 

Dr. Buckley, editor of the Christian Advocate, once 
sneeringly said of Freethinkers that ‘‘they hold mere 
annual conclaves for shouting maledictions at the ever- 
increasing millions of the Christian churches,” No 
doubt there is some truth in this, and that is why Free- 
thinkers become discouraged and apathetic. 

"They see ‘‘annual conclaves” held; the treasury 
emptied to pay for ‘‘ maledictions,” and the people go 
home and nothing more done until a year rolls rond, 
when another ‘‘annual conclave” is called, more ** mal- 
edictions” listened to and paid for and the treasury 
emptied again, and again the people go home to do noth- 
ing. : 

Of course. these ‘‘ conclaves” hav done some good, but 
most Liberals hav not been satisfied with the results, 

In consequence of this dissatisfaction, the Oregen 
State Secular Union has incorporated to giv it a legal ex- 
istence and laid down some more aggressiv lines to work 
by, chief among which are: (1) The forming of circuits 
in charge of stationed lecturers who must work up socie- 
ties and Sunday-schools and deliver regular lectures, and 
(2) Organize our forces to make a determined fight for 
the taxation of church property. It is evident that we 
need to know the name and address of every Liberal in 
Oregon. It is evident, also, that we must show our legis- 
lature that the Oregon Secular Union is numerically ver 
strong. (Politicians hav great respect for numbers.) We 
want to be able to publish to the world, and especially 
the politicians of Oregon, that the Oregon State Secular 
Union is fifteen thousand strong, and we can do it if every 
Liberal in the state will join it. We therefore want you 
to join the Union and get others to do so if you can. Be 
sure the money will be used for permanent work and not 
for the temporary ‘‘conclaves,” Membership is free, 
but we must provide the Science-schools with lessons, 
songs, etc., and pay the expenses of the Union; so help 
financially, if you can. : 

Send for more blanks if you can use them. 

By order of the executiv committee. 

Karis Kenm SwrrH, Sec. 


Every Liberal in the state who reads this letter— 
will you not consider it addressed to you and re- 
spond? 

All of the circulars, the lessons, songs, poems, 
constitutions, and instructions to the local auxilia- 
ries and Sunday-schools are type-written by Miss 
Olds and myself, as there is no money to hav them 
printed. 

Liberals of Oregon, are you in favor of holding 
one annual mass-meeting, or do you wish to see 
permanent work all the year round in the form of 
Secular churches or Unions and Science Sunday- 
schools, equipped with paraphernalia so simple 
that any one who can read and who will take time 
to do so, can organize and conduct them? 

If the latter, now is the time to let it be known. 

Five hundred more membership blanks hav been 
printed. Kare KEuw Suira, 

Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 


Observations. 


The Hon. Mr. Coxey is said to be massing troops 
in the vicinity of Massillon, O., to be called the In- 
dustrial Army, and to march on to Washington in 
the interests of certain economic measures advo- 
cated by the People's party. His first lieutenant is 
Carl Brown, of Los Angeles county, Cal. Per- 
haps Mr. Coxy is a harmless person, though im- 
practicable, but his first lieutenant is recognized by 
the people of California as a picturesque old fraud. 

A weekly journal claiming to be “the only pro- 
hibition paper published by a heathen” comes from 
Lexington, Ky., and is called the Blue Grass 
Blade. Charles C. Moore is the editor and keeps 
himself in the reader’s mind by means of his pict- 
ure and also by using the capital “I” instead of the 
editorial * we." He thinks Lexington a good place 
for a paper like his, because whisky and religion 
of the most popular brands are made there and 
shipped to the heathen in the same barrel. Brer 
Moore, who describes himself as a “durned old 
Infidel,” has had a varied experience, baving been 


in both the pulpit and the jail. All the ministers 


friends; and, says he, with great modesty, “there 


| meditation and fishing." 
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of Lexington who enjoy his acquaintance are his 


are other ministers here who would be my friends 
if they only had the pleasure and honor to know 
me.” One of Editor Moore's unsatisfied yearnings 
is to see Mohammed recognized by an amendment 
to the federal Constitution, for the Prophet was the 
first prohibitionist, and his influence is still felt 
among his followers. He also desires to meet 
Colonel Ingersoll in a debate on prohibition, being 
certain that he can giv the great orator what David 
gave Goliah. The paper contains a short article on 
the sanctity of the Sabbath, in which Mr. Moore 
says: * My habit has been for years to work on my 
farm on Sunday just like any other day, and though 
under this disregard of religious sanitation I hav 
never been struck by lightning and enjoy such 
health that I can any day walk to Lexington and 
back—sixteen miles—and am ‘fifty-six years old, I 
find that age and trouble are more and more inclin- 
ing me to the consolations of religion, and I hav 
concluded hereafter to devote my Sundays to pious 
In this way he hopes to 
atone for errors of the past. The old man isa 
writer of remarkable continuity, and contributes 
about a dozen long columns to his paper. There 
are no birds of his feather to flock with him, as he 
belabors Infidels for not being prohibitionists, and 
he can’t catch on to the prohibitionist procession 
because he is an Infidel. Iam afraid the Blue 


| Grass Blade will not do much to popularize unbe- 


lief, but it may accomplish something in the way of 
stimulating thought in Prohibition circles. 


The crust of whose Hecker vou cannot break even with a black- 
smith’s sledge.—Priest Seanit. 

Now Father Seahill, a Romish priest, 
Confessor of Pasco Hodges, 

Says all Freethinkers are brain-diseased, 
And he’s onto their Infidel dodges. 

Aud priest and doctor hav disagreed 
Regarding a question serious ; 

The one affirming a change of creed, 
The other a mind delirious. 

Savs ^ne, before the man went hence 
He ordered his books cremated ; 

The other, displaying a larger sense, 
Denies what the priest has stated. 

Disputes like this are often known 
To life, which delusions checker; 

But what in the name of the Great Horn Spoon 
Is the crust of an Infidel’s Hecker ? 


This is the season of the year when the vox Hi- 
bernorum is heard in the land, demanding that the 
emerald flag surmount the public buildings of cities 
on St. Patrick’s day. March 17th is an important 
anniversary in this Greater Ireland known to an 
cient history as the United States of America. The 
pope’s Celtic subject has possession of the town. 
He scorns to work, begins boozing early, and at 
nightfall is seen meandering homeward with his 
face flushed and his whiskers full of crumbs from 
the free lunch counter. His motto is the green 
above the red, and he therefore stores the red-stuff 
beneath his regalia; but it mounts to bis head and 
gets on top after all. 

There is no disguising the truth that St. Patrick's 
day is a Roman Catholic festival. Although all 
Roman Catholics do not celebrate it, neverthless all 
who do celebrate it are Roman Catholics. The St. 
Patrick mythology has no place in the political his- 
tory of Ireland. Any recognition of him must be 
based on the church legend that he converted the 
Irish people to Romanism, and is an admission that 
such conversion was an event worth commemorat- 
ing. Public officials ought to quit that sort of tom- 
foolery, and the action of Mayor Schieren of Brook- 
lyn, who refused to run up the green flag on the 


city hall, is to be commended. Irishmen are good 


enough citizens as long as they behave themselvs. 
They are like the rest of us in that respect. They 
made excellent officers and soldiers in the late war, 
and when they parade there is no harm in flying 
the flag under which they fought as they pass a 
given point. But they ought to be satisfied with 
such recognition, which is all that Americans ask 
for. A flag that is good enough for an American is 
good enough for an Irishman, I think. Any way, 
the stars and stripes is the only standard that has 
any fitness on a public building in the United 
States. The private citizen undeniably may fly what 
piece of cloth he chooses—the green flag, the black 
bag, the red flag, the stars and bars, or the stars 
and stripes, singly, severally, or in patchwork de- 
signs. They are all of bunting, and bunting is an 
article of commerce the color of which is not of in- 
herent significance. This as regards a private 
building, whose owner has not that form cf preju- 
dice which we distinguish as patriotism; but on 
public buildings a flag is in a certain sense official, 


and indicates that citizens generally indorse the: 


sentiment of which it is an emblem. I hav just as 


much sympathy with the stars and bars as I hav with 
the banner of St. Patrick, but. I object to being 
committed to the Lost Cause by having it raised 
over the fraction of a brick I own in the city hall. - 
If Catholics desire special recognition, why don’t 
they demand it where they hav most signally won 
it, and insist on raising the standard of St. Patrick 
over the penitentiary? 


The manufacturing industry as related to the 


production of new forms of religion seems to flour- 
ish independent of tariff vicissitudes. 
thing in this line of goods is the religion introduced 
at Portland, Or., by Mrs. “Landaulet” Williams, 
wife of the Hon. Geo. H. Williams of that city. 
Mrs. Williams acquired her soubriquet of “ Landau- 
let” from an equipage formerly sported by her 
husband in Washington. 
four hundred subscribers, which is rather a small 


The newest 


She has some three or 


number considering the absurdity of her doctrin 


and its consequent attractivness for all who are 
religiously inclined. 
Williams has spruñg upon the world is that his 


The great truth which Mrs. 


satanic majesty, the devil, occupies a process of the 
human anatomy known to science as the vermiform 
appendix. There is reason to believe that the 
location of the evil spirit as above is suggested by 
the Gadarene swine story, there being some doubts 
among modern biblical critics as to the existence of 
devils elsewhere than in the part of the animal cor- 
responding to that assigned them in the human 
system by Mrs. Williams. But the devil being so 
located, it is the object of the new worship to exor- 
cise him; and to that end the devotees undertake a 
forty days’ fast on crackers and claret. The two 
articles of diet represent the body and blood of 
Christ, and they cannot without sin be replaced 
by pretzels and beer, nor yet by doughnuts and 
cider. They are not, as in the Protestant denomi- 
nations, an outward and visible sign of an inward 
and spiritual grace, but of malignant appendicitis. 
The theory is that the devil abhors claret and 
crackers and so starves to death. Incidentally, 
some of the children of devotees hav starved also, 
but that is explained on grounds of total depravity 
in the children. Reports say that the authorities 
are at a loss how to handle these lunatics, which 
shows that the doctors of Portland are not keeping 
abreast of progress in medical science further Hast. 
Appendicitis is of frequent occurrence hereabouts, 
and is treated by an operation to remove the 
affected part. The funeral is held at the residence 
or at the church where the deceased has been ac- 
customed to worship. The emigration of a few 
New York physicians to the northwest might hav 
some effect, in preventing the further spread of the 
new fanaticism. 


Some of the features of the Pollard-Breckinridge 
breach of promis case are worth noting, as show- 
ing the difficulties which our legislators hav to con- 
tend with ın framing laws to govern such matters. 
The companionship of Congressman Breckinridge 
and the plaintiff dates from 1885. Mrs. Breckin- 
ridge was then alive, and did not die until about 
1892. It was understood, so Miss Pollard claims, 
that the Congressman was to marry her at the ex- 
piration of a year after his wife's decease, and in May, 
1893, the engagement was announced before wit- 
nesses. Before going upon the stand to deny the 
engagement, the Kentucky orator and statesman 
produces, through his counsel, a certificate of his 
marriage with a Mrs. Wing; and the lawyers claim 
that the fact of his being already married at the 
time he agreed to marry Miss Pollard nullifies his 
promis to make her his wife, and that consequently 
the plaintiff eannot recover. Of course Mrs. Wing 
was ignorant of Breckinridge's engagement to Miss 
Pollard. So, according to the theory advanced by 
counsel, if it can be maintained that the defendant 
fooled two women instead of one, neither bas cause 
for action. Furthermore, if it is shown by compe- 
tent witnesses that Miss Pollard had other associ- 
ates besides Breckinridge, her cause is lost; while 
the admitted fact that the Congressman had more 
than one at the same time does not weaken his 
defense. 

Such rules as these may hav been laid down in 
all wisdom, but it strikes me that they establish a 
percentage in favor of the maxi. 

Gro E. MacpoNAL». 


— oO 
Tux lecture engagements of John R. Charlesworth are 
as follows. 
Apr. 25, Chicago, Ill. 
*« 96, 27, 28, Delphos, O. 
29, Cincinnati, O. 
30, Mechanicsburg, O. 
Mr. Charlesworth expects to lecture at Correctionville 
and Manchester, Iowa, and several other places along the 


May 1, 2, Mechanicsburg, O. 
+” 8,4, 5, Massillon, O. 
11, New York City. 


route, including the Cape Cod districts, towards the end 
; of May. Friends desiring lectures are requested to ad- 
dress him at 165 3. Water street, Chicago, Lil. 
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Detters of Friends. 


Died Serenely. - 
Sr. Josepu, Mo., Feb. 21, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: My mother died on Sept. 
8d, 1898. She was 82 years of age; she 
did not call on the Lord or God, but died 
avery quiet death. So did my father in 
1880. CHARLES LAMBERT. 


Seattering the Seeds of Liberty. 
Verona, Pa., Mar. 5, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed is $3 for another 
year’s subscription. I like the paper first- 
rate. I send my pap:r all over the coun- 
try and get all I can to read it. I hope it 
will be the means of getting some one to 
take it. WILLIAM Fray. . 


A Call for Currency Chat. 
Beurast, Me., Mar. 6, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3 for 
subscription. Let us hear more from 
John Peck aud the ‘‘ Man with the Badge- 
pin" on the financial question, notwith- 
Standing Brother Roscoe declares them to 
be **away off" on the subject. 
C. Y. COTTRELL. 


Young, But a Power. 

NonwALE, Conn., March 9, 294. 
Mn. Eprron: Mr. Franklin Steiner gave 
one of his **up to the times” leetnres last 
night to a fair and attentiv audience. Mr. 
Steiner, although a young man, is a power 
on the Freethought platform. I hope he 
may meet with the cordial support he de- 
serves from all lovers of mental liberty 

and justice. A. B. BENNETT. 


Wants a Better Dress for Heston’s Ideas. 
Avzny, I4., March 10, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I will inelose a list of names 
I hav secured in this town. There are 
only a few Freethinkers in this place, but 
I feel that I ought to do something to help 
maintain the ‘‘few liberties" we hav, and 
the eause of Freethought. 

I hav been taking Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
now for one year and I think it is the 
grandest paper I ever read, and I hope the 
ime may come when the Editor will be 
able to engrave Watson Heston’s cartoons 
in the finest style known to the art. 

Yours for Freethought and Liberty, 

J. CALLINGWOOD. 


Difference Between a Good Man and God. 
BRAOKETTSVILLE, Trx., Feb. 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Herewith find $3 to pay 

for my subscription; it comes late, bnt 

times out here on the frontier are ex- 
tremely hard. Between Del Rio, in Val 

Verdi county, and Eagle Pass, Maverick 

county, in the Rio Grande valley, no rain 

has fallen for the last ten months. The 
all-loving and all-supporting God failed in 
his role; he forgot to sustain his creatures. 

I pity him; we hav to try to do without 

him. And still our frontier population of 

the most superstitious kind of Mexicans, 
and some supposed to be reasonable white 
people too, cannot help believing in his 
all-loving faculty. When I make a child, 

and it is born, I love it, and do the best I 

know and can for bis support and welfare, 

but—1I am only a man; theall-wise, omnip- 
otent, and aJl-loving God need not do 
that. When he made mankind he resolved 
that it should paddle its own canoe. Still 
the priesthood insists that we should be 
thankful to him, when, looking at it 
squarely, life is not worth living. 

Yours, ete., A. TURPE. 


Laid to Rest Without Clerical Help. 
KIMBALL, S. D., Feb. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Another brave, outspoken 
soldier of liberty has fallen. Henry Cush- 
ing was born in South Royalton, Vt., 
Bixty-one years and eight monthsago. He 
spent most of his life as an artist and ac- 
eumulated, by strict attendance to busi- 
ness and honesty and manliness, quite a 
competence. 

In 1884 he came to Kimball and invested 
his means in lands and other securities, 
but dishonest professing Christians, who 
loved and served the Lord, took advantage 
of his confidence in humanity and he lost 
considerable of his capital. 

Henry Cushing was a frank and fearless 
Freethinker; dealing justly with all his 
fellow-men. His word was as good as his 
bond. He had no use for sky-pilots and | 


would hav none of their mummeries at his 
burial. He was followed to his grave by 
the business-men and his neighbors. This 
was the first burial in this place without 
the services of a clergyman. 

He leaves four children to mourn his 
loss. He was a kind father and a noble 
citizen. Jons M. McKzxz. 


Brother Hacker Must Be Very Good. 
Feb. 26, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: The ‘‘good book” says, 
“The wicked shall not liv out half their 
days." How sad onr old friend Hacker 
must feel to think be has, by rejecting the 
only true religion, done that which will 
eut him off in his prime. The fact that he 
is in his ninety-fourth year shows what a 
long life he would hav had before him if 
he bad only accepted without question all 
that was told him about heaven, hell, and 
all the other beautiful stories contained in 
that most precious book. 

As a boy I read Brother Hacker’s paper, 
the Pleasure Boat, and to it was in- 
debted for some of the ideas that started 
me on the road to Freethought. Long liv 
Brother Hacker! 

A young lady recently asked her Sunday- 
school teacher where Cain got his wife, 
and the teacher had to say she could not tell 
if there was, as the Bible says, only Adam, 
Eve, and Cain in the world. She next 
asked her pastor and he admitted he could 
not answer the question, and now the 
young lady is skeptical about the writers 
being inspired, H. O. Norron. 


Write to Representativs and Senators, 
Peaster, Tex., Feb. 23, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I see by the tab on my pa- 
per that my subscription expires March 1, 
1894. I herewith inclose another year’s 
subscription, as it is impossible for me to 
get along without the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER. I like the way it handles the 
Sunday bigots and the '* God-in-the-Con- 
stitution ” advocates. I think such gigan- 
tic intellects should be wrapped in brown 
paper to prevent them from becoming 
musty. It’s a great pity indeed that such 
bigots are not at home where they belong. 
We hav existed and done business as a na- 
tion for nearly a century and a quarter 
without the assistance of Gods, angels, or 
devile, and we hav succeeded remarkably 
well, all things considered ; and I can see 
no good reason why we cannot continue 
indefinitly in the old way. I sincerely 
hope that all Liberals or Freethinkers will 
write to their repectiv representative and 
senators, and urge them to vote against 
the amendment. Let us giv them such a 
flood of letters, and urge our demands 
with such firmness, that they will not dare 
to vote forit. Let us giv them to under- 
staud that we are watching their every 
movement, and know something of what 
is being transacted in our legislativ balls, 
and that they are the people's representa- 
lives ; and if they fail to do their bidding 
they will be replaced by men who will. 
We already hav to many superfinous and 
foolish laws which fetter the natural rights 
and liberties of mankind and hinder prog- 
ress. Ingersoll says, The more liberty we 
giv away, the more we will have ourselvs; 
but it seems that all our law makers think 
of i8 to destroy what rights we hav remain- 
ing. If you will mail me some of those 
petitions against the proposed amendment, 
I will get all the signers I can. I hav tried 
to get a few new subscribers, but crops 
were very light here last season and money 
is scarce. With best wishes for Tas TRUTH 
SEEKER and the Truth Seeker family, I 
remain, J. S. War. 


Open Letter to Senator Mitchell, 
Lone Rock, Or., Feb. 24, 1894. 

Hox. J. H. Mircunun: By Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER I see that you are on the Judici- 
ary Committee of the Senate. Being one 
of your constituents, and considerably 
worked up as to the union of church and 
state, I take the liberty of addressing you 
concerning some matters brought before 
your committee by the National Reform 
Association. I would ask you to remem- 
ber the noble men by whom our govern. 
ment was founded. They were true and 
patriotic. They knew what they were do- 
ing and meant very much when they gave 
God no more recognition than they did 
when they framed our Constitution. I ask 
you to view the history of bloodshed, tyr- 


anny, and crime when church and state 
were married. I ask you to consider the 
hellich tyranny of the church party, its 
shameless denial and destruction of the 
rights of citizens of our country, regard- 
less of the safeguard of our Constitution, 
when and where it has had power, its 
damnable interference in affairs that con- 
cern no one but the private individual. I 
ask you to remember that the object of 
law is to protect the weak, to restrain 
criminals, and not to further priestly, pri- 
vate ambitions or propagate creeds and 
prejudices, and that when used for the lat- 
ter purposes law becomes tyranny unbear- 
able. Please bear in mind that this is in- 
tended to be a free country wherein all 
citizens are equal regardless of belief or 
disbelief in any creed or superstition. 
One's belief; or another’s unbelief, should 
not be allowed to gain importance by civil 
recognition. I hav just attended a polit- 
ical meeting, and the orators told me that 
you are a friend of the people against the 
classes. Please remember that the people 
consist of ali kinds of religionists, and 
that their beliefs and unbeliefs are their 
own private affairs. You may think it 
would not be wrong to let the legislatures 
settle this God-in-the-Constitution ques- 
tion, but I respectfully ask your attention 
to the fact that the legislatures are com- 
posed largely of politicians who will do 
anything if the priesthood makes them 
think they will get votes by so doing. And 
again, it would pass the legislatures of the 
pious South without a thought, and thus 
establish a church tyranny in our country. 
Gxonar W. CRAWFORD. 


Letter to a Congressman. 


New Yonx, Mar. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: The following is an extract 
from a letter addressed to Representativ 
Warner: 

The people at the time of the Revolution 
were more intelligent in regard to relig- 
ious disputes than are those of to-day, and 
many of them still felt the smart of perse- 
cution. They were familiar with the 
divine-right claim of kings, government 
paternalism, acd church influence, and 
they had no intention, when free of Brit- 
ish rule, of adopting any part of that sys- 
tem. They intended a government with 
specific powers only— the people to be free 
in the pursuit of happiness without federal 
interference or expense. 

It now appears that a portion of the 
church is not satisfied with this freedom 
and is aiming for compulsory powers 
through an amendment of the Constitution 
indorsing and legalizing a portion of its 
theology. There can be no other motiv 
but the desire of constraining others. 

I think it no sin to pick berries on Sun- 
day. My neighbor may think it is. We 
are now free to pick or not to pick. 
Enable him by law to prosecute me for 
picking berries and he will then demand 
that I shall go to and support his church. 
Please don’t set that ball a-rolling. This 
movement has an old aggressiv look. All 
church property is now exempt from tax- 
ation, which means that all other property 
is taxed more. Why is the church not 
satisfied? 

But my principal object in addressing 
you is in reference to the character of 
church petitions. The churches and 
Sunday-schools are so organized that the 
name of every man, woman, and child 
will be duplicated on petitions praying for 
the passage of the amendment. The 
Liberal element has little or no organiza- 
tion, and never until now has such a thing 
been supposed needful. Therefore, al- 
though some petitions opposing the pro- 
posed amendment may be presented to 
the committee, they will by no means be a 
measure of the opposition. I hav not 
signed nor asked anyone to sign a petition. 

There is a population of over sixty-five 
million. Now, should the Christians, 
through their different organizations, send 
to the committee petitions aggregating 
twenty million signatures, yet they would 
represent only a minority. 

L. Q. REED. 


A Long Credit Mark for Steiner. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa,, Feb. 7, 294. 

Mr. Eprron: It givs me very great 
pleasure to report that Mr. Franklin 
Steiner’s lecture last Sunday with us was 
a great success. We were more than sur- 
prised at the lecturer’s literary ability, and 
the elegant manner in which he handled 
his subjects. It wasarare treat, indeed; 
coming as it did from such ayoung man in 
our Freethought movement. I predicta 
great future for him, for wherever he gets 
a hearing he will surely be wanted again, 
I would advise all Freethought societies 
that hav not heard him to engage him; 


they will be well paid intellectually, ang 
it will be a great encouragement to the 
young man to be kept busy in such un. 
popular work. The subject of his after- 
noon discourse was, ‘‘The Great Relig. 
ious Conspiracy Against the Republic,” 
It is needless to say that he made out hig 
case, for in the debate that followed, some 
one disputed the statement that Roman 
Catholic soldiers deserted the army during 
the Rebellion. The statement was cor- 
roborated by one of our members, who 
had served in the army. Dr. Westbrook 
at the close of the lecture paid a glowing 
tribute to the able manner in which the 
lecturer argued his subject, and compli- 
mented him by indorsing every statement 
he made. The evening’s discourse was 
“Popular Evidences in Favor of Chris- 
tianity Tested.” The doctor not being 
there, he missed arare treat indeed, for 
this was a masterpiece far exceeding the 
afternoon’s discourse. The vast audience 
was en rapport, judging from the fre- 
quent applause during his delivery. 
There was not one stone left untonched, and 
everyone was completely demolished in its 
turn. The criticisms that followed proved 
that the lecturer was more than a match 
for his critics. I am pleased to report 
that the Freethought movement is boom- 
ing at present in this City of Brotherly 
Love. We are going to move into our, 
new quarters on Sunday, March 18th, and 
I am pleased to announce that B. F. Un- 
derwoad is going to lecture for us on the 
following Sunday, both afternoon and 
evening. There will be no golden stairs, 
three flights high, to reach tbis hall, as 
it is on the ground floor. ‘We hav at 
last got completely tired of holding our 
meetings so near heaven that we hav re. 
solv ed to get nearer the good folks below. 
Liberals. please take notice that Friend- 
ship Liberal League will meetin Warner 
Hall, near Green and Broad streets, at 2:30 
and 7:30 P.M., every Sunday until further 
notice. The hall is fitted up with all the 
modern improvements, and has a capacity. 
of one thousand. Heretofore we could not 
find seats for our people after they had 
climbed three flights of stairs. Now, 
brother Liberals, as we hav studied your 
comfort by securing this commodious hall 
for you, we trust you will appreciate our 
efforts and attend the meetings. In con- 
clusion I will say that were I a Christian 
I would wind up in this way: 
“ Come all the world, 
Come, sinner, thou; 
All things in Christ 
Are ready now.” 
GEORGE LONGFORD. 


A 


Need of Organized Freethonght 
Washington, 


Wasuineton, D. C., Feb. 22, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Ever since the reintroduc- 
tion, on January 25th, of that infamous 
God-in-the-Constitution humbug I hav 
been thinking how best to bring to bear 
upon Congress the most effectual force to 
counteract the devilish doings in that 
body of these fanatical priests, and at this 
writing I am undecided as to what should 
be done, There may nothing at all come 
of it; and yet there may be much mis- 
chief done. As the Scotchmen say, 
** Keep your eye on the fuglemen.” 

Jf this religious legislation can be con- 
summated and ‘‘Christian morality " (ao- 
cording to Blair) be incorporated into the 
organie law of the land, why Romanism 
would ask for no nicer thing when it shall 
hav obtained the power and control which 
it is as certain to obtain as that to-morrow's 
sun shall rise if the Protestant fanaties are 
permitted to prepare the way for it, as 
they hav thus far been proceeding to do. 
In the name and by the mediumship of 
Protestantism Catholicism has won its 
grandest achievements in America over 
freedom and republicanism. Once the 
fanatical Protestants shall hav sandwiched 
God and the Bible into the Constitution 
and Christianity into the schools and other 
secular affairs, all Rome need do when the 
proper time arrives is to say that the 
organic God and the authorized Bible and 
the recognized Christ are those of the 
Catholie church, and the outwitted Prot- 
estant simpletons will stand aghast, gazing 
at each other in dumb-stricken awe, 
wondering why they didn't think of that 
before. 

But, seriously, what had best and quick- 


in 


est be done? + Better send a strong delega- 
tion of our best Freethinkers here at once 
and await events. Come to my house 
(667 F street, N.E.), or let me know where 
T can see and codperate with them. 


“here should be a permanent society of 
Such a body 


Freethinkers at the capital. 
is constantly needed here. Every other 
interest is strongly represented here but 


that of the Secularists—the all-important 


interest, involving not the existence or 
propagation of a body of religious doc- 
trins, but the underlying principles of the 
government itself. To me the signs of the 
hour look ominous and dark. The seat of 
government is evironed bya huge theo- 
logical reptil whose virus is poisoning 
every artery and fiber of the nation from 
this center. 
the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER an in- 
side glance at some of the diabolical 
doings of the churchites at Washington. 


For the present I want the Freethinkers 
of the land, and especially the officers of 


the Freethinkers’ federations and the 
Secular unions throughout the country, 


to put themselvs in communication with 


me with the view of centralizing a force at 


the capital and concentrating our efforts 


to counteract the infernalism going on 
here. 

Please, Mr. Editor, call attention to the 
above, that the Liberals of the land may 
be aroused to immediate action where 
action is most needed. 

Hastily but earnestly yours, 
A. J. BOYER. 


Don’t Want to Go to Heaven. 
HESPERIA, OAL., March 4, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Standing up here just be- 


low the portals of heaven, and without a 


doubt in the immediate presence of Moses, 


Noah, and Abraham, I take this fleeting 


opportunity to inform you that times were 


80 tough in Los Angeles I could not raise 


ihe wherewith to pay up my subscription, 
so Icame up here and hav succecded in 
doing so. As you probably never heard 
of this place, I will inform you it is the 
one Colonel Ingersoll has long been seek- 
ing—where good health is catching instead 
of disease. 
not much here but good health, or the 


conditions to produce it, and though a 


graveyard has been started, I am credibly 
informed that the necessary material was 
: imported from Los Angeles, where people 
do occasionally die. I hav seen and talked 
with a man who had the dyspepsia so bad 
when he came here that he could not tell 


the truth, but now he is so healthy and 


hungry he finds it a difficult matter to get 
enough to eat. The ozone in the air re- 
news old and worn-out lungs, and con- 
sumption is as impossible here as the 
presence of ice in our future home. Being 


so near the throne of grace, of course it 


gets pretty cold at times, but the purity 
of the air and its freedom from fog and 
moisture make it less noticeable than the 
same temperature lower down. It will, 
some day, be a noted sanitarium, but, at 
present, only thirty or forty families reside 
in the city proper; and one reason for this 
small number of residents is the scarcity 
of water, and the fact that a syndicate of 
Christians, who don’t believe in laying up 
treasures on earth, hav got control of all 
the land—thirty-six thousand acres—which 
they are waiting and willing to dispose of 
for $100 per acre, more or less, Which 
leads me to inquire, where, oh, where, is 
Henry Gaorge with his single tax to com- 
pel them to yield their grip on so much 
terra firma? 

Although but few people reside here, 
there are two of the ‘'110,000” in their 
midst; but if they lived by preaching 
alone, they would hardly be able to re- 
main. I hav gazed upon them both, and 
I tell you, confidentially, that if appear- 
ances indicate anything, neither one of 
them has much influence with the Lord. 
One of them is built to enjoy the good 
things of this world, and judging from the 
rotundity of his abdomen, he could read- 
ily dispose of two full-grown chickens at 
one sitting, and still hav plenty of room 
for inward grace. I hear he is compelled 
to labor outside the Lord’s vinyard to 
Provide for his bodily wants, not having 


faith enough to supply them with prayer, | 


while the other servant of the most high 
is fortunate in having monied friends back 
east, or the struggle to exist might dispel 


At some future day I will giv 


At the present time there is 
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his confidence in the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. And yet, in spite of 
the presence of these two preachers, and 
the close proximity of this place to heaven, 
it cannot be called an orthodox commun- 
ity, and Sunday laws to restrict personal 
liberty are not found until you descend 
the other side of the mountain and get 
into San Bernardino, where they hav lately 
passed come that would gladden the heart 
of a Puritan. Over there they hav been 
stricken with a streak of piety, and lately 
had a mania for salvation by immersion, 
whieh, in the cold water and cold weather 
that has prevailed this winter, resulted in 
giving two of the victims the pneu- 
monia, and sending them to heaven much 
sooner than they expected. While speak- 
ing of heaven, I wish to refer to the 
fact that a daily paper in Los An- 
geles lately had many people interviewed 
as to their preferences in dying, and 
I want to call particular attention 
to what one of the sky-pilots said, 
for it substantiates what Putnam hes 
80 many times affirmed—that the preachers 


would not willingly go to heaven, that 


beautiful home and splendid place to talk 
about, unless they could get a return 
ticket. Said the Rev. Mr. Smithers: 


rather not die at all, It is a kind of expe- 
rience that I havn't any hankering after, 
anyway.” Brethren, let us unite in sing- 
ing, “Oh, That Home Over There!” 

But, as I started to remark in language 


plain and clear, that $3 I hav owed you so 
I am, was, and always shall 


long is here. 
be, Yours very truly, 


C. SEVERANCE, 


Many Pleasant Personalities, 
Fasos, N. Y., Feb. 21, 1894. 


D. M. Bennett, at Paris, Tl. 


ents. 
& hearing in your columns. 


self. 
the possibility of all thinking just alike. 
personalities avoided. 
stanch Freethinkers. They are now visit- 


ing relativs at Harper, Kas., having been 
absent several months. 


tainments in elocution. Prior to their 
leaving home a cousin of ours, Miss Cor- 


delia L. Frost, arrived at our house, the 


home of her childhood in Pompey, N. Y., 
from San Francisco, Cal., and kindly prof- 
fered to giv wife and daughter a respit for 
a few months, which they improve in visit- 
ing, etc. Miss Frost is a radical Free- 


thinker, and was quite a prominent leader 


in San Francisco, as friends Putnam and 
George Macdonald perhaps can attest. 
Glad to learn that my friend Watson Hes- 


ton has moved a little further north. He 


and his wife will never forget the good 
visit we had together near Carthage, Mo. 


Hope they may soon regain health. I 


wish I could now help them, for they are 
worthy. Present necessity precludes the 
idea just at present, but hope for the future. 
Don't fail to hav him well represented in 
Putnam'sfortheoming book. St. Anthony 
arrested & news vender in Syracuse a short 
time ago; same old story: ‘‘ Obscenity and 
tons of obscene literature." Inclosed find 
$6.50 for renewal to TuE TRUTH SEEKER 
and Putnam's Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” Wish I.could send more, 
so please accept the will for the deed. I 
like to hear all sides of subjects, therefore 
be as liberal as possible. John Peck, the 
learned blacksmith, is more than a peck. 
He is a good bushel if not more. Lots of 
others I'd like to mention, but space for- 
bide. 

Friends Gene and George, stick to your 

work, . . 
Our paper keepsimproving; 
Unpleasant aukien. ye'll not shirk, 
ong, keep moving. 
RE HOHER AS Braces, 
5 


** Well, to be candid with you, I would 


Mr. EprroR: I hav taken Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER continuously since its first issue by 
Hav met 
many of our Freethought speak‘ rs in New 
York State Freethinkers' Associa:ions, in- 
cluding yourself (at Rochester in 1883). I 
should feel very lonely now without the 
paper, having taken it so many years. I 
hav gathered many bright ideas from both 
Materialistic and Spiritualistic correspond- 
I am glad that all sides are granted 
My motto is 
** Hear all sides” and then decide for my- 
Infinit diversity in nature precludes 


I believe in free discussion of all subjects 
when conducted in a friendly spirit and 
My wife, Helen 
Mar, also daughter, Elda S., are both 


During their 
visits Miss Elda, our only child, sketches 
and pencils portraits and givs publie enter- 


The Pasco Hodges Case. 
Sr. Lovis, Mo., March 2, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Being a Roman Catholic 


Infidel, I thought I would see what the 
Rev. Fr. Cahill (he has it M. P. Seahill) 


would himself say aboutthat Pasco Hodges 
Infidel death-bed conversion. I asked 
him for the information in & letter with 
the clipping which I cut out of Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER, and am glad to inclose you the 
same with his reply to my inquiry. It 
speaks for itself, and as the whole thing 
seems to be a public affair, I do not think 
it wrong for me to send it to you. Use it 
as you deem fit. J. E. BLAKE. 
Sr. Tuomas’ PRo- CATHEDRAL. } 
WinwiNaGTON, N. C., Feb. 27, 1894. 

M:. J. E. Buaxe, My Dear Sir: You 
are the first to ask me a statement on the 
Hodge’s case. I advise you not to bother 
about such things. All that I know is the 
man never belonged to any religion, and 
when he saw himself dying he saw also the 
necessity of a priest. No Catholic could 
die a holier death than Pasco Herbert 
Hodges did. I baptized him on Thursday 
and he died on Saturday. I visited him 
the night before he died at 9 P.x., and 
about the same time several of his Infidel 
companions entered; seeing them he arose 
in his bed leaning on my arm and con- 
sciously and emphatically affirmed there 
wasa heaven and a hell and a God anda 
Savior. He expressed externally his inner 
conviction and saw, by the light of reason, 
there was a heaven and a hell. Thesin- 
eere, good man ordered his books to be 
burned, and they were burned. I hav 
never expressed any opinion; am unwilling 
and unable to giv any on this case. 
Everything about his conversion and 
death was extraordinary. Who is Mr. 
Ball and the newspaper the clipping is 
taken from? You must remember that a 
Catholic priest is above noticing the grin- 
ning and snarling and Balling of such 
cowardly, malignant liars, and their big 
knowledge of medicin. I’m astonished at 
you noticing the sneers of brain-diseased, 
opium sots, the crust of whose Hecker you 
cannot break even with a blacksmith’s 
sledge. Why, most of those crazy Infidel 
‘Smechanics” are foreign Anarchists. 
Our country knows how to treat them. 
Americans are a people of deep religious 
conviction, The death bed scene of Mr. 
Hodges ought be a warning to anyone. 
And everybody was edified without dis- 
tinction of denomination. 

“Those who had professed unbelief 
trembled and wept bitterly;” if so, no 
wonder. One of these afterward wrote a 
piece in a Wilmington journal, which 
Was more amusing than anything that 
could appear in Puck. 

I take no further notice of matters, and 
hope I remain, Your faithful friend, 

M. P. Sraniun. 

[It will be perceived that Father Seahill 
disposes at once of all the alleged super- 
naturalism of Hodge’s dying testimony. 
The newspaper story had it that he told 
his wife that he had died, but she had 
brought him to life by her distress, and 
that he informed his former Atheistic as- 
sociates that there was a heaven and a hell, 
for he had seen both. The priest is ration- 
alist enough to say that he merely ex- 
pressed ‘‘his inner conviction,” having 
seen, **by the light of reason,” that there 
were such places. This is a good explana- 
tion of all death-bed visions, if we amend 
it to the effect that the dying see these 
subjectiv pictures by the light of imagina- 
tion, the impressions received in youth be- 
ing much more strongly fixed in the brain 
than those received in later years, these 
early registrations acting automatically 
after disease has lessened or destroyed the 
reasoning powers of the instruments of 
thought. 

At the risk of again arousing the anger 
of Mr. Seahill, we must ask him something 
more about the books Mr. Hodges is said 
to hav directed to be burned. We hava 
general statement that Pasco Hodges was 
an Infidel and an Atheist, and that his 
books were Infide] and Atheistic books. 
But we know that even good Christians 
and Theists hav been called Atheists by 
their fellow Theists and Christians of dif- 
ferent sects who could not understand or 
had an object in mirepresenting their 
views. It is not impossible that if we had 
the titles and the names of the writers of 
the books owned by the late Mr. Hodges 
we should find that they, in themselvs, giv 
no evidence that that ** sincere, good man” 
was an Atheist. Can Mr. Seahill throw any 
light on this subject? Does he know the 
titles, and names of the writers, of any of 
the books which were destroyed? 

The reverend gentleman objects to the al- 
leged mendacity of those who hav called in 


| 
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question the accuracy of the Pasco Hodges 
story, but he does not hesitate to say that 
they are ‘‘ opium sots.” How did he come 
to stumble upon that somewhat unusual 
epithet? And does he think it is fair and 
in consonance with the dignity of a priest 
to hurl it at persons of whose personal 
habits he knows absolutely nothing? What 
he means by accusing us of being ‘‘ me- 
chanics” we cannot even guess. But 
all this abuse of Freethinkers is entirely 
foreign to the issue. While ‘‘conver- ` 
sions” of dying Atheists to Christianity 
is nothing ‘‘ extraordinary,” any more 
than the return of ‘‘converted Jews” 
to the religion of their ancestors at the 
approach of death, there were many things 
reported in connection with the asserted 
conversion of Pasco Hodges which called 
for doubt. The miraculous color given to 
it threw suspicion on the whole story. 
Father Seahill has now reduced the tale to 
its merely human terms, and it may be 
substantially true, yet the fact, as stated 
by the priest, that one of the former 
‘unbelieving " friends of the dead man 
wrote a letter to a Wilmington paper about 
the affair excites our curiosity again, es- 
pecially as Mr. Seahill says that the ar- 
ticle was very ‘‘amusing.” We shall be 
under obligations to whoever can get us 
into communication with a real Free- 
thinker of Wilmington or vicinity, or who- 
ever will send us a copy of the paper con- 
taining the letter in question. Perhaps 
Rev. Mr. Seahill will kindly forward us 
the paper. 

Since the preceding paragraphs were 
written we hay found the following excerpt 
from the Wilmington Star in the Boston 
Investigator. Now, we ask the Rev. Mr. 
Seahill: Who has told the truth, you or 
the physician who attended Mr. Hodges? 
Will you answer? 

Mr. P. H. Hodges, who came here some 
ihree months ago with his wife and child, 
and opened a boarding-house on Market 
street between Front and Second, died yes- 
terday morning, after an illness of several 
days with pneumonia. He was from Nor- 
folk, Va.; was a member of the Catholic 
church, and made many friends during his 
brief residence here. His funeral will take 
place this afternoon from St. Thomas’ Cath- 
olic church. Some sensational reports were 
current yesterday to the effect that Mr. 
Hodges after death had come to life again, 
and spoken to the attendants at his bedside 
and then had expired. But the physician 
who attended him says there is no truth in 
the report. Mr. Hodges was delirious 
some time before his death, and in his 
ravings said that he had died twice before. 
It was. this remark, probably, that gave 
rise to the report that he had died, and 
then came to life again. 

By this we learn that Mr. Hodges was a 
Catholic instead of an Atheist, conse- 
quently he was not converted from the 
former to the latter on his death-bed. 
Rev. Mr. Seahill said he was. Further- 
more, he did not hay any Atheistic books 
to be burned. Rev. Mr. Seahill said he 
had. The man was simply delirious. Be- 
hold what a big smoke a little fire sends 
up when it is needed to conceal a fact.— 
Ep. T.8.] 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 24 1894. 


Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrzos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for thts Corner should be sent. 


“ Retween the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations , 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour." 


Lincoln. 


The dogs of war are loosed. To battle’s fore 
The heroes march to fight, to suffer, die. 

The mill is stopped. the stream crawls listless by; 

The wife is weeping at her sunny door; 

The anxious mother’s head is bowed and hoar; 
The children mimic war with pompous cry; 
The maiden walks apart and heaves a sigh 

For lover groaning ‘mid the battle’s roar. 

Above the ruined home and fiercest fight 
Afigure glorified, all clothed in cloud— 

A noble, gentle soul, but firm for right, 
Supreme in wit, sublim», but never proud— 

In benediction stretches forth his hand— 

Four million fetters fall at his command. 

—WALTER W. CLARE. 
—f— 


George Washington. 


George Washington, like me, wa8 once 
A little boy at school; 

He studied hard and was no dunce, 
And kept the Golden Rule; 

And by his noble, man!y ways 
A diadem has won, 

With honors and a fame that blaze 
Like noonday's brightest sun. 


And why may I not hav a name, 
When I grow up a man, 
As great and good in noted fame 
As other heroes can? 
I think I may—will do my best, 
And set my standard high— 
Work for my country’s weal with zest 
And naughty things decry. 
—Homer L. MINNICK 
ERN TERM I O EE 


Correspondence. 


ATOHIEON, Kan., Feb. 5, 1894. 

Miss Susan H. Wrxon — Esteemed 
Frien !: Tt has been some time since T last 
wrote to you and my Corner friends. I 
don’t believe I hay written since I re- 
turned from the Fair. I did not get to 
the Fair during the Freethinkers’ Con- 
gress, snd I was very much disappointed. 
Iwas rejoiced to hear that the Congress 
was such a grand success. I read vour 
splendid address with pleasure, and I de- 
sire to congratulate you upon it. Your 
poem on Robert Burns in a late issue of 
Tur Truru SEEKER was a beautiful pro- 
duction. The birthday of Burns is gener- 
ally celebrated by the Scotch-American 
citizens of Atchison, but they did not cele- 
brate this year on account of dull times. I 
celebrated the event by paying a tribute 
to him in one of our local papers. 

I hav been having a little leisure of late 
and hav devoted a portion of it to Free- 
thonght missionary work. Atchison is a 
good field for missionary work, as a large 
portion of her citizens are skeptical con- 
cerning the Bible and Christianity. The 
city has about fifteen churches, however, 
when one-thirdas many areall, and really 
more than the town needs. It often re- 
quires much exertion on the part of the 
church people to get out a crowd when a 
revival is in progress, and they often re- 
fort to deceptiv plans in order to draw a 
crowd. As an instance I might mention 
that two noted (?) evangelists recentlv 
held a series of what they called ** Union 
Gospel Meetings" here, and in order to 
attract the people they advertised on a 
certain evening tbat two meetings, one at 
each church, would be beld— one for 
“women only," and the other for ‘‘men 
only." Naturally enough it bad the de- 
sired effect. The people, ont of curiosity, 
thronged both churches, as is generally 
the case when such meetings are an- 
nounced. Butthey wera deceived. They 
heard nothing more than the ordinary 
droll religious sermon. There was noth- 
ing in either sermon that could giv reason 
for the sex distinction thus made. Yet it 
is ever fo. Nine times out of ten a preacher 
will deceive the people if he thinks it will 
add to his congregation, for the larger the 
congregation the more money will be 
placed in the contribution. box. 

I venture to say that our citizens would 
rather listen to the gifted and eloquent 
Colone! Ingersoll than all these traveling 
**vind-bags" known as evangelists who 
ever Visited Atchison. This was evinced 
by the bearty greeting they gave Colonel 
Ingersol| when he lectured here on 
‘* Myth and Miracle” recently. The best 
and most intelligent people of the city 
turned out to listen to the man who 
has made the pulpits all over the land 

‘tremble by his thunderbolts of eloquence 
and logic. This was one instance when 
the people did not go away deceived, bnt 
rather went away doubting the myths 
and miracles of the so-called Christian re- 
ligion. As the strains of eloquence fell 
from the lips of the speaker, the people 
sat almost charmed and motionless. The 
drop of apin could hav been distinctly 


beard. A well-known lawyer, who has al- 
ways entertained views somewhat adverse 
to those of Colonel Ingersoll, sat near the 
writer. After the lecture he was heard to 
remark that it was the finest discourse he 
ever heard. 

Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture has started 
the ball to rolling here, and it is to be 
hoped that it will continue to roll, until 
some of these towering God houses will be 
converted into institutions of learning or 
of charity.. The publie school rears its 
head above several churches which stand 
near by and seems to look down with a re- 
proachful countenance upon the structures 
where, instead of reason, truth, jus‘ice, 
charity, and education, only ignorance, 
piety. and credulity prevail. Every time 
J see the glorious stars and stripes kissing 
the breeze above our public schools I look 
into the future and see a brighter day 
dawning—a day when that flag, the em- 
blem of the free, will wave proudly and 
triumphantly above the cross; a day when 
our publie institutions will no longer be 
throttled by the clutches of sectarian big- 
ots; aday when humanity will be the only 
religion, and every human being can giv 
utterance to that sublime sentiment of 
Thomas Paine: ‘‘The world is my coun- 
try; to do, good my religion.” 

Gro. J. REMSBURG. 


[Atchison cannot remain long in priestly 
domination with such a fearless expounder 
of the truth as our friend George within its 
limits. He is right in regard to the pub- 
lic school. It is the most potent influence 
in America, butit will be still more effectiv 
when made entirely secular, as by right it 
should be. No Bible reading or prayers 
should come into these nurseries of the 
young. Thanks for appreciation of our 
efforts, —Ep. C. C.] 

OSKALOOSA, Ja., Feb. 11, 1894. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: Pardon me for the 
liberty Ithink I take in addressing yon, 
since it is stimulated through the interest 
my little boys manifest in the Children's 
Corner of Taz Truta SEEKER of which you 
are editor. Iam a very poor man, misfor- 
tune seeming to hav ever marked me for a 
special victim; hence hav never been able 
io furnish proper reading for my family 
and thus a great luxury has been denied 
them as well as myself. I was long ig- 
norant of the status of my ideas of 
Bibles, gods, devils, etc., or the proper 
names applied to such belief; however, 
now, thanks to generous and kind friends, 
who hav sent me books and papers, I be- 
gin to find out who and what I am. TER 
TRUTH SEEKER is sent to us by an old 
friend in California and my children as 
well as myself take a great interest in it, 
and they (the children) importuned me to 
write for their Corner in the paper, and 
you cannot realize the actual joy or pride 
I realize to note the drift of their young 
hearts and minds, I feel it the highest 
duty I owe to assist, guide, counsel, and 
direct these jewels of my life, and when 
I was made aware of their desire in this 
direction, I not only gave them my con- 
sent, but proposed to assist them; and 
would write to you also, and tell you about 
them, and it is to fulfil that promis to 
them that this letter is written. Hoping 
you may not think me discourteous, and 
wishing you a jovous and happy sojourn 
through your worthy and useful life, I re- 
main, Your grateful friend, 

W. H. Mryniox. 

[Thanks, brother, for your kind letter. 
You are not poor, but rich in the posses- 
sion of those splendid children, inestima- 
ble jewels, worth more than millions. 


You hav reason to be a proud and happy 
man,—Ep. C. C,] 


Osczora, S. D., Feb. 1, 1894. 

Miss Wrxon, Kind Friend: As it has 
been a long time since I last wrote to the 
Corner, I thought I would write again and 
occupy a small space in its columns. 

There are not many Freethinkers out 
here, although very few profess religion. 
There are two churches quite near us; 
neither hasa very large attendance. They 
are holding revival meetings in one of the 
churches and are trying to catch hold of 
the sinners, but hav not caught many yet, 
and I guess they never will, for the world 
is getting too far advanced to believe 
everything that comes along. 

think Hest n's pictures sometimes 
look verv cruel; but just turn to the Bible 
and read the chapters and then look at the 
pictures and it al] seems real. I hope that 
in tbe future religion will be banished 
from the earth forever, and education and 
common sense take its place. The people 
would be better for it, although it will 
take many years to do it. 

I correspond with a young lady in 
Bundysburg, O.—Miss Lura Fenton. It 
is very interesting and pleasant. We 
write long letters, My uncle used to liv 
near Bundysburg, and so when 7 saw one 
of Miss Fenton's letters in the Corner I 
thought I would write to her, and I would 
like to correspond with some of the other 
Cornerites about my age, which is fifteen. 


As my letter is getting tiresome I will | first part of October. Mamma went with 


close by giving three cheers for the grand 
old Trura SEEKER and all of the noble 
workers who are making progress with 
good words and hard labor. Many kind 
regards and good wishes for yourself. 
I remain, as ever, 
. Your Liberal friend, 
Grace A. MELER. 


[Very glad to hear from Grace once 
more.—Ep. C. C.] 


WoncrsrER, Mass., Feb. 21, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxow: I hav not written to 
you for quite a long while, but take the 
pleasure now, and inclose a short poem. 

The old Trure Srrxer is getting better 
and better. Geo. Macdonald is doing 
some Clever work. I see& Correspondence 
Club is to be formed. I like the idea, and 
hope it will succeed. All the Cornerites 
should get right in and lift, and make the 
scheme a ‘‘ go.” 

To-morrow is the birthday of ‘‘the 
father of his country.” I don’t suppose 
that Washington was a perfect man, but 
he was great. He was strong where other 
great men hav been weak. He conquered 
on the field of battle. But other men won 
greater fields. He bore up in adversity. 
But others huv shown fortitude as great. 
Great generals hav conquered the nations 
—hav brought the world under their will. 
But Washington did what they could not 
do, he conquered himself and brought his 


‘fiery nature under his control. With those 


who can conquer others, the great battle, 

the greatest conquest is with and of them- 

selvs. Yours for thought, and lots of it, 
Warrer W. CLARE. 


[We are glad to get a letter from you, 
Walter, and hope you never will forget 
the Corner, never. We agree with all you 
hav written above. —Ep. C. C.] 

HvuronuissoN. Kan., Feb. 5, 1894. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon—Dear Friend: 
Southern Kansas is seldom heard from 
through the columns of your enlightened 
Corner. 

We were greatly favored on December 
12th and 18th by two lectures from Prof. 
J. E. Remsburg, which were highly appre- 
ciated by those present. There are a great 
many Liberals here, but few outspoken. 

The Methodist Episcopal church held 


revivals here for three months in succes-. 


sion, and as much harm was done as good. 
It led to stealing, for several parties lost 
their horses and buggies. I went several 
times, and I don’t think I was enlightened 
on the subject called religion—it only dis- 
gusted me more. 

This being my first attempt I will not 
tire the readers with a long letter. 

Ishould hav written sooner in reply to 
Miss McCoy’s, of St. Joseph, Mo., letter. 
My time is very much occupied. I assist 
in my father’s office (county treasurer). 

Your friend, CLARA COOTER. 

[To assist your father in business is 
much more creditable than to be helping 
the cause of ignorance and superstition. 
We are glad to number Clara among our 
friends. —Er. C. C.] 

OSKALOOSA, IA., Feb. 12, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: Papa says you like 
the Freethinkers' children to write to you 
for the Corner. Iam one, and this is my 
first letter. I go to the Lincoln sehool 
here. Thereare eight rooms. I amin the 
fifth B class. I am eleven years old. I 
hav a sister and brother older than I at 
home, and two younger brothers. Two of 
my little brothers, and one sister, died last 
year. 

I hav sent you some verses papa made 
up for me to speak in school, when the 
teacher wanted us to speak something 
about Washington. Papa makes most of 
our pieces. If this is good enough for the 
Corner, I will write more next time. 
Kind regards to you and all Corner writers. 

Homer D. MINNIOK: 


[If Homer's good ideas are carried into 
practice, and no doubt they will be, he 
will become one of the smartest and brav- 
est of men—perhaps be president of the 
United States—who knows?—Ep. C. C.] 


Mronantospura, O., Feb. 5, 1894. 

Dzar Miss Wixow: As I am a constant 
reader of Tux TRUTH SEEKER and take a 
great interest in the Corner, I hav a clip- 
ping from the Meigs Cognty Tribune 
which I thought would be very appropriate 
for it. : 

You wil remember me as one of your 
number at the Chicago Convention. With 
best wishes I am sincerely yours, 

Q. B. Van Ness. 

[Thanks for clipping—very good. Yes, 
we recollect you very well.—E»p. C. C.] 


CALEDONIA, N. D., Jan. 25, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wixow: I will now take the 
liberty of writing you a few lines. Iam 
twelve years old, and am not going to 
school for a few months, through the cold 
weather, as you know Dakota is a cold 
State. Papa went to the World's Fair the 
LJ 


him. She came back in about three week, 
Papa went to California for his health, and 
is not back yet. He used to take "Tuy 
TRUTH SEEKER most of the time, but now 
he sends home a few once in a while, I 
guess he will be glad to hear from me, Tr 
papa had been home my sister and 
I would hav gone to school in Hills. 
boro or Caledonia this winter, but we ex. 
pect him home soon, and then we can go: 
to school the latter part of the winter. A 
week ago it was fine weather. But now it 
is coldagain. I will stop for this time, 
Yours truly, Heren Monrer, 


[Will Helen tell the Corner about the 
town she livs in when she writes again? 
Ep. C. €.] 


OSKALOOSA, Ia., Feb. 12, 1894, 

Miss Wixow: Brother Homer wrote you 
a letter for. the Children's Corner to-day, 
and I thought I would do so too. I goto 
school and am in the fourth room, B class, 
We never saw THE TRUTH Sw*rkER until 
Mr. N.C. Creede, of Los Angeles, Cal., sent 
us some. He is an old schoolmate of 
pap8's, and pa and he were lost to each 
other for nearly thirty years. Pa thinks 
much of him, so do all of ns, for he hassent 
us lots of reading, books and papers, and 
sent us his photograph too. We all ‘like 
kind, good people; don’t you? Pa does 
not let us go to Sunday-school or church, 
but tells us to wait until we get older and 
hav more knowledge. Will write again 
perhaps if this is suitable for the Corner, 

Your little Agnostic friend, 

Frrppre MiwwicCk (9 years old), 


[Lovely boy —yes, we like all kind, good 
people, and hence the Minnick familv hag 
a warm place in our heart. —Ep. C. C.J 


PunrnwAN, Wasa., Jan. 25, 1894. 
. Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. I am twelve years old; 
I go to school; I study reading, arithmetic, 
spelling, history, geography, and writing. 
My teacher's name is Wallace Savage, and 
he belongs to the Catholic church, but he 
does not say anything to the school about 
it. My father is a farmer; he livs four 
miles from Pullman, Wash. I like to go 
to church and hear what the preachers 
say, but I do not believe their big stories. 
My father has taken Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
for many years; I like to read the Child- 
ren’s Corner very much, and to look at 
the pictures. My father and mother are 
both Infidels. My little sister has a dog 
by the name of Dom Pedro; he was named 
after the emperor of Brazil. I would like 
to hav some of the children of the Corner 
correspond with me. Your friend, 
: Autor V. HUBBARD, 

l OscEorA, S. D., Feb. 1, 1894. 

Miss Wixon: This is my first attempt to 
write to the Corner. My uncle takes Tan 
TRUTH Szzxer and I think we could not 
do without it. 

I go to school, and study reading, his- 
tory, arithmetic, geography, and spelling. 
We hav a good teacher; his name is Mr. 
Foss. We liv nearly two and a half miles 
from school. Ihav some nice story books, 
and «ne is ‘‘ Little Lessons for Little 
Folks,” and my sister has ‘‘The Story 
Hour,” which I like to read very much. 
I hav two pet lambs that are cute; I can 
hav lots of fun with them. I think I hav 
written enough for this time, and if this 
escapes the waste-basket I will chat with 
you again. Iam thirteen years old and 
proud to say, & Freethinker. 

James B. MILLER. 


[And we are proud of James. —Ep, C. C.] 


Anpover, Kaw., March 1, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wixow: I will write you my 
first letter to the Children's Corner. Iam 
ten years old. I go to school I study 
reading, geography, arithmetic, spelling, 
and grammar. My teacher's name is Miss 
Hattie Weeks; she is a religions lady. My 
papa takes THE TRUTH SEEKER. In it he 
saw two letters from Mr. Jacob Saltsman's 
small girls. Papa says he was well ac- 
quainted with Mr. Saltsman when he lived 
in Indiana, sixteen vears ago. My papa 
was at the World's Fair and also back in 
Mr. Saltsman’s town (Waterloo), and he 
says he inquired about him. They hav 
Sunday-school here, but we do not attend. 
From your friend, Tma Worr. 
[And so we gather them in, the precious 
darlings of the Freethought fold.—Ep. 
C. C.J z 
CENTER WARD, Jan. 22, 1894. 
Dzar Miss Wixow: I hav never written 
to the Corner, so I thought I would write a 
few lines. Tam eight years old. I goto 
school and read in the Second Reader. 
I study reading, writing, spelling, gram- 
mar, counting, and geography. el], T 
guess this letter is long enough. Hoping 
to see this in print, I remain, 
Your little friend, 
CHBISTEENA LINDSAY. 


[Describe the town you liv in, next time 
you write.—Ep. C. C.] 


Nev 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tum 
Trura SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 
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AB Luiwcons: Was HE A CHRISTIAN? 
By John E, Remsburg. Cloth, $1; pa- 
per, 50 cents. COREL 


Whether Abraham Lincoln was a Chris- 
tian or not is of no importance as a test of 
the truth or falsity of the Ohristian relig- 
ion. Men of greater intellectual attain- 
ments than he hav been Christians, and 
equally good men hav been unbelievers. 

But the question is a most^ important 
one as affecting the public estimation of 
the evidences of Christianity. The masses 


of mankind are influenced by authority- 


rather than by private Judgment, and the 
ower of names is still potent. 

As Christianity has no case against Free- 
thought it invariably adopts the maxim, 
*C When you hav no Case abuse the plaint- 
ifs attorney.” Confronted by the argu- 
ments of Evolution and the Higher Criti- 
cism, the defender of Christianity finds 
himself without logical reply and is re- 
duced to shouting: ‘‘Rousseau was im- 
moral, Voltaire died in distress, and Paine 
was a drunkard. Show me an Infidel who 
was a good man, or who ever did anything 
for the world!” If it can be shown that 
the Great Emancipator was an Infidel, it 
would do more to affect three-fourths of 


the American people favorably in their es-. 


timate of the merits of Rationalism than 
would be done by any number of volumes 
of doctrinal argument. | 

For this reason Mr. Remsburg’s book is 
one of the most important works that the 
Liberal press has ever issued, and right 
well has the task proposed been performed. 
No more thorough analysis of testimony 
has ever been made, and no more exhaus- 
tiv search for evidence has been pursued. 
As an example of critical examination of 
witnesses, the book will interest every 
reader and secure commendation irrespec- 
tiv of personal opinions. Its perusal car- 
ries one along with the interest of a 
detectiv story, and the incidental glimpses 
that are given of the great president’s life 
and characteristics throw a charm over the 
whole volume. . 

The result of the investigation leaves no 
room to doubt that Lincoln lived and died 
an Infidel. Of twenty witnesses to his 
Christian belief ten were clergymen, who, 
from the nature of their profession, might 
be susceptible to bias; whereas one hun- 
dred witnesses testify to the contrary. All 
the atories of his conversion prior to 1862 
are disposed of by his letter in that year 
to Judge Wakefield, in which Mr. Lincoln 
says: ‘* My earlier views of the unsound- 
ness of the Christian scheme of salvation, 
and the human origin of the scriptures, 
hav become clearer and stronger with ad- 
vancing years, and I see no reason for 
thinking I shall ever change them.” The 
statements that he was converted after 
1862 are met by the fact that the change 
wasunknown to his wife, private secretary, 
law partner, executor, and -most intimate 
friends. Surely their testimony is better 
than that of those who would gain glorifi- 
cation for themselvs, or honor to their 
cause, by claiming the president as their 
convert or associate. Mr. Lincoln's 
honesty and sincerity were so great that 
concealment of such a charge would hav 
been an inconsistency less probable than 
the mistake or even falsehood of witnesses. 

While, to the logician, Mr. Lincoln's re- 


ligions belief is not to be connted as an: 


argument in favor of its truth, it is certain 
that when the fact becomes known that he 
was a Freethinker, a vast deal of prejudice 
will be dispelled. To those who would 
claim for Christians a monopoly of human- 
itarian virtues, there can be no more 
powerful reply than the picture of the In- 
fidel president as drawn by Mr. Remsburg: 
“In the darkness of night, on a bloody 
field of the Peninsula, he bent beside the 
prostrate form of a dying soldier of the 
South, and while the hot tears rolled down 
his furrowed cheeks, soothed ,him with 


words of tenderest sympathy, and, by the: 


dim rays of a lantern, took down from his 
lips a message to his mother, and sent it 
by a flag of truce into the enemy’s lines 
to be transmitted to his home.” By such 
examples Christians will learn in time that 
men can be tender hearted even if they do 
not believe in hell. 

The only criticism against the work from 
a Christian standpoint would be that it is 
the argument of an advocate, rather than 
the impartial examination of ajudge, Mr. 
Remsburg’s zeal and fervor, as an apostle 
of- Freethought, of course, are manifest, 
and he sometimes givs utterance to impet- 
uous denunciation, or withering sarcasm, 
that will not be pleasant reading to a 
Christian. Yet it is hard to see how a 
fairer analysis of evidence, or a more con- 
ọlusiy summary of its results, could be 
made by the most judicial mind; while to 
the Freethinker the author’s comments 
and enthusiastic outbursts are most re- 


freshing, and increase the already high 


| utterances of the main Parliament.” 
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estimation in which Mr. Remsburg is held 

as one of the most serviceable workers for 

progressiv thought in this progressiv age. 

The publishers deserve great credit for 
the get-up of the book, which is as satis- 
factory in its making as in its matter. It 
is & book that every Liberal must own, 
read, and lend. Ropzrr C. ADAMS. 
A Cuorus oF FarrH, as HEARD IN THE 

PaBLIAMENT or Retictons HELD IN 

Cuicaco, September 10-97, 1898. Com- 

piled and with an Introduction by Jen- 

kin Lloyd Jones. Chicago: The Unity 

Publishing Company. Price, 50 cents. 

Mr. Jones dedicates this work '* To 
the laborers who are making the great 
prophecy history; the believers in the 
universal religion of character, the church 
of humanity.” The “compilation con- 
tains one hundred and sixty-seven ex- 
tracts from one hundred and fifteen dif- 
ferent authors, all of them taken from the 
The 
book has a purpose; the passages hav been 
selected to show ‘‘the essential unity of 
all religious faiths at their best," the **fun- 
damental harmony in human nature made 
apparent by the noblest utterances of its 
representativs." Mr. Jones thinks that 
ihe spirit of the Parliament was broaden- 
ing, liberating, elevating. He says that 
here ‘‘the Brahmin forgot his caste and 
the Catholic was chiefly conscious of his 
catholicity. Here the Presbyterian laid 
aside his creed, the Baptist rose above his 
close communion tenet, the Methodist 
funneled under his disciplin.” ‘‘ The 
Parliament demonstrated the essential 
piety of Terrence, when he said, ‘I deem 
nothing foreign that is human.’ ? 

But, generally speaking, only the broad- 
est minds went into the Parliament, and 
so we cannot be too sure that the tolerant 
utterances of the speakers are indices of 
the best religious thought of the age. We 
are inclined to think that they came more 
often from the brains of men who cling to 
nothing in religion but the name and a 
vague faith in a God of some kind. 
definition of religion that makes it chiefly 
something other than a theory of man’s 
relation to supernatural persons, places, 
and conditions is a definition that does 
violence to truth and deceives the masses 
of the people. The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury and the hot-headed politician, Bishop 
A. Cleveland Coxe, refused to attend the 
Parliament. They certainly are not nearly 
so lovable, as men, as many who did at- 
tend, but as theologians and Christians 
they are far more logical and consistent. 
Christianity has been in the world for 
eighteen centuries, and during that period 
it has preached the gospel of exclusiv sal- 
vation. When it givs up that dogma it 
ceases to be Christianity. This the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury perceived clearly 
when he wrote to Rev. John H. Barrows: 

. **'The difficulties which I myself feel 

are not distance and convenience, but rest 

on the fact that the Christian religion is 
the one religion. I do not understand 

how that religion can be regarded as a 

member of a Parliament of religions with- 

out assuming the equality of the other in- 
tended members and the parity of their 
position and claims.” . : 

Bishop Coxe wrote: . 

* My master says of Confucius and of 
Buddha—‘ they are thieves and robbers; 
that is, however conscientious and virtu- 
ous they may hav been as poor benighted 
gentiles, they hav r8bbed him of millions 
of souls who should hav been sheep of 
his pasture. They hav robbed those souls 
of the only light that is the light of truth; 
the only true light that is the ‘life of 
man,’ the only true ‘ Light of the World.’ ” 

There spoke genuin, logical, historical 
Christianity. ^ What our kind-hearted, 
genial, justice-loving friend, Jenkin Lloyd 
Jones, and thers of his school are working 
for and illustrating is humanism partially 
instructed by science and touched with 
supernaturalism. : 

Tug Lasr Sone or JEREMIAH HAOKER. 
Price, 15 cents. i k 
The author of these sensible reflections 

is ninety-four years of age. He was a 
stalwart worker for religious liberty when 
most of us were boys and girls at play. 
The.father of the writer of this took Mr. 
Hacker’s paper, the Portland Pleasure 
Boat, thirty-five or more years ago, and 
we hav always had kindly thoughts for the 
old ‘*Friend” who so many decades ago 
spoke often of his loved ‘* mate” Mary, 
who helped him sail the Boat on the 
stormy waters of theological hate. We 
hope he will sell at least ten thousand copies 
of his “Last Song,” for he needs the 
money. Jeremiah Hacker livs at Vine- 
land, New Jersey, and is still engaged in 
the fight for Freethought. 

A Noveu Proposrrion. Revolutionizing 
the Distribution of Wealth. Farm 
Products Moved as Mail Matter at a 
Uniform Rate for All Distances. By 
David Lubin. Sacramento: D. John- 
ston & Co. . 

A collection of miscellaneous newspaper | 
articles, letters, ete., whose purpose is ex- 
plained by the title of the pamphlet. 


. Wherever you are (I liy in In 


Any |. 


WIFE WANTED 


Who wil be & help to an honest working- 
man in securing & home which both can 
enjoy. Must be a believer in no religious 
creed, a neat and economical house-keever 
and cook. Age 25 to30, hight 5 feet 5 inches 
to 5 feet 9 inches, weight 140 or more. have 
blue eyes, light complexion, and light or golden 
air. Maidens of this description, rich or poor, 
, liy ians), please write 
at once, if my description suits you. Iam a bach- 
elor, age 30, hight 6 feet. weight 150, have dark 
gray eyes, dark complexion and hair. Am a 
mechanic, farmer’s son; would live in town i 
wife has sufficient means and desired me to. 
Have no licentious oc intemperate habits, am 
reasonably industrious and economical, trusty, 
truthful, fair-minded, orderly, plain and practi- 
cal, steady, quiet and Unassuming, average 
heaith, fair school education, love home better 
than society, and will be a true and loyal husband 
tothe rightone. Who wil b;that one? Ladies 
will you write tome. Good references furnished 
when required. Address "A," care Truth Seeker 
Co., New York. 2t21 


f | Competent? The Fathers 


19% 
HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 


BEING 
A Popular Account of the Formation and Developmen 
of the Canon, 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


ConrENTs: The Hebrew Canon. The New Les- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathers 
noted as Scripture 
Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 
Heretios. The Ohristian Oanon. 

Paper, 50 sants: cloth, 75 cents. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


‘Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Prov. P. W, NEWMAN. Price % santa. 


Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 & : 


gear to have the Ori of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
i oc tnitisters showed how little value © 


of virtue of th 
possesses to make men moral, 


We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 


The additions for this new edition of 


** Grimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 


vious editions show that within & tew years about 
1300 MENISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


.of one kind or another of criminal conduct. 
air sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the V 


olergy. 

Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages, we have kept tho (4 
confound the church- 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are have : 
Housed tho World's Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery or 


are against women, for the 


price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, an 


8 in this period is “ immoral.” 
. Address 


vain 


hristianity 


Most of the crimes 


theclergy who h& 


THE T'RUTII SEEKER COMPANY. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREA( BOOK. 


i 


a ages 


hs 


js 


book has had a phenomena; tale for S 


Th 
* Men, Women, and Gods." and we give our readers the pecuniary 


With the eighth edition w 
Winwood Heade's '* Martyr 
dom of Man," the cost œ 


$1.00. -> 
heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener”: 
benoit of it” The : 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Us à very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergore 


—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. 


tsLows how War and Religion have been oppres 


give factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hie 


intellectual struggle from 


e animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of whas 


the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


$ Egypt. Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria the 
Ww AR , Pbenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. 


The Natural History of Rengion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets 
RELIGION  wusrscter of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Moham 


med, Description of Africa. the Mobammedans in 
Ancient Europe, Invasion 


Central Africa. 
of the Germans, the -Uestle, the Town tha 


Li BERTY cies Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Disooverers, the Slave Trade 


Abolition in Europe, Abolition in &merica. 

Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History 
mary of Universal History, The 

ligion of Reason and Love. 


(INTELLECT. 


"iss reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. 
* 


aterials of Human History 


ture of the Human Race t 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


us Tafavette olane. New Yor‘. 


LHE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC'S VIEW. 


CONTENTS: 


The Chri-tian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian's Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
Pilute's Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate's Mbtive for Becreting 


the Bodv; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan's Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Pauls Account: St. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration: Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 


Address 


Nepry 


Of a certain year and 5 75 for 1858 quarter doilar. 
of United Stat s «d foreign coins and 8t«mos. als » Confederate money. 


aud we will send you free our 16-page Illustrated 
but:end today; seeping 
large amonnt of money, 


jou “YO -fords 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


AA wine o 
a 


Lr I] 


High»st premiums on eleven hundred varieties 
0 Inclose stamp ‘or no«t«ge 
Catalogue showing what we buy. Do not delay, 


our eves opeu you may pick up coins and stamps that will brin u 
NATIONAL COIN dO., 882 Stock Exchange Building, Boston Mass. 100 
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INGERSOLL'S 
WORKS. 


——Q0——— 


Only Authorized Bditions. 


m 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. et 
Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality,;Heretics and Heresies. 
* Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. . iet. 
Inciudinz The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaine for Presidency in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 


and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper,50 cents; cloth, $1. 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. E l 
Contents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Man and Woman, The 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also, Friday, Satur- 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunda , The Necessity for & Good Memory, The Garden, I'he Fall, 
-Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
2n void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. 
INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 
Being Six Interviews with the Famo 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 
VERE ere B. G.I i Trial of Q. B. Reynolds, at M town, N. J. This i 
ament by ER. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. 8 is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be & model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech, Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in & trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Ohristian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? ; 
Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. : 
THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 
The famous Christmas Sermon by Colone) Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersoll's rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 
THOMAS PAINE'S VINDICATION. 
A Reply to the New York Observer's Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll Paper, 16 cents. 
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. " 
A Disoussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick E. Coudert, and Éx-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 
ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. : 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. With Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass, Paper, 10 cents. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 
CRIMES 4 the suit of the B. & M. Tel. Co. vs. W U. Tel. Co.,1886. Paper, 10 cents. . . 


Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
alnagian Catechism. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1.25; 


AGAINST CRIMINALS. . 
Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 
LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cen 


PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. : 
& is s * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 cents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 73 x 13 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


a Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicagc 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 8 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON MeGLYNN. 


: Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 
INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cente. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
bad a gud that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church 
aper, 8 cents. 


INGERSOLU'S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
. The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOL CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, % cents. 


‘GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote?" In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price,10cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL'S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 
At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 
INGERSOLL'S LECTURES, m ONE YOLUME. 
. NT .—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here. 
~ sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876 ; What I Know About Farming in Illinois; Spzeh at Cin- 
cinnatiiu 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me. 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ R unio 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Banquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Soms Mistakes of Moses; 
What Mu t We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Fou” 
Prefaces, which contain some of Mr. In ersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 
This«olume has the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half moroce 
mottled edges, 1,357 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 
LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. a 


Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “ Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ai 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of Whitman, Containing. 2 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT. 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892, Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS, i l 

ifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto. containing 8:3 pages. This i 

beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volumo in Liberal literature. Tis mechanical 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expen3 has been spared to make it the thing o^ 
beauty itis. The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, andrichly tinter 

the presswork faultiess, and the binding as perfect as the best materials aud skill can make i 

to the contents, itis enough to say that they include all of the choicest utterances € 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. ` 
Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published works, wil, 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchl-ss elo. 
quence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poeticpower. The collection in 
cludes all of the “ Tributes” that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brotiue 
&, O. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fike, Elizu 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Musi: of Wagner 
Origin and Destiny, “ Leaves of Grass.” and on the great heroes of intellectual Liberty. Be 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, ar. uments 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations of the author. 

The Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiriug friends as a rare personal 
souvenir.. To help it serve this purpose, a fiue steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially for it. In the more elegant styles of binding it is eminent.y suited 
for prerontation pur 20808, Tor Een season Tg opcasion, in half 1 

IOES.—n cloth, beveled boards, gilt edges, $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled ‘edges library style, $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, gilt exquisitely fine 
in full tree calf, highest possible tnt h, $9. 7 ETPA iei Dad 


Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or’ mail, post f. M 
on receipt of price, Address T TRUTH S KER, 28 Tafayotio PL, b lew York. 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donsig. Paper, 10 certs. 2 : 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. = 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By Jonn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. - Illus- 
Li By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 


Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By 


TRUTH 


E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 
Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 


ua non of Intellectnal, Moral, and Soci: 
Development, and that the. Promotion of 


ty of Philanthropy. and 
Statesmanship. By ‘Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Oloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Idea to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
By Helen 


Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts eM Fictions of Life. : 

H. Gardener. oth, $1; paper, 60 cents. | 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $i leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. : 

IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
. By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 


elegant binding, over one hundred por- 


traits, b. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 25c. 

Bacon and Shakspere. 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. . 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 
Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Il- 

lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 

By Susan H. Wixon. Papon 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800 PP., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

ys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page ‘illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Christianity a Fiction. 
By DB. J. H. MENDENHALL. 

s THE : à 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 

Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 


the late Jonathan M. Roberts. ce, 60 cents. 
Address THE TR SEEKER. 


Pleasure is the Du 


With Daughter’s Babe Upon His Knee. 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“ Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. T. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or-placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
,urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
uuthfully described as, '" one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands'alone in the living world.” It will 
make & delightful present, and will be a souyenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled £ edge. ane size. is, erio inches, and the 

rice only 75 cents, post-paid. 

E THE TRUTH SEEKER 
$8 Lafayette place, New York. 


| be made a better boy.”—Good News. 


Proof that Shaks-. 


| angry. 


| Jet for Parsons, 


Sunpay Scuoon TEAOHER: ' What are 
the heathens?” Bright Boy: ''Heatheng 
are people who don't quarrel over relig. 
ion."— Good News. ; 


Moruer: '*Did you pray that you j 
be made a better girl?" Ethel: ‘I forest 
about zat, but I prayed zat Johnny might 


Master (who has had the floor laid in 
concrete): '* Well, cook, this is an im. 
provement, eh?" Cook: ‘Yes, sir, it’s 
ever so much better since it's been conse. 
crated.” 


Tun Rev. Dr. Firstly: ''I trust my dear 
young lady, you hav decided to observe 
Lent in a proper spirit.” Young Lady: 
** Indeed I hav, doctor. I shall come 
twice every Sunday to hear you preach,”— 
Chicago Journal. 


SuxpAy-scHoon TEACHER: ‘Tommy, I 
was shocked to hear you swearing so dread- 
fully at that strange boy when I came in,” 
Tommy: ‘I couldn't help, it ma’am. He 
was making fun of our kind of religion, "— 
Chicago Tribune. . 


- Wiourra, Kan., Feb. 28d.—'' You are 
lying under a mistake,” said Rev. Mr. 
Woods to County-Attorney Boone to-day, 
in the Law and Order League case, now be- 
ing examined into by a special court, 
** And you are a liar under no mistake,” 
County-Attorney Boone retorted. 


Duniwa the miners’ lockout a Salvation 
Army man, called Happy Bob, shouted out, 
‘Come with us, dear friends. There are 
no reductions at our colliery.". At this 
some laughed, and he added: ** It will be 
no laughing matter when you get to 
heaven, for there'll be no Salvation Army 
soldiers there.”—London Freethinker. 


Ir is said that a well-known bishop of the 
Episcopal church in a Western town was 
introduced to a man who gaid that he was 
a ‘Piscopal. The bishop was evidently not ` 
much impressed by the man’s manners, . 
and said to him,.''How shall I know 
whether you are an Episcopalian or not ?” 
“ Why," said the other, '*'cguse I do the 
things that I ought not to hav done and 
leave undone the things that I ought to 
hav done, and there is no health in me." 
** You'll do," said the bishop. — Zroy Times. 


A VENERABLE and pompous English 
bishop was haviug his portrait painted by 
an eminent artist. After sitting steady for 
an honr in silence, the churchman thought 
he would break the monotony with .a re- 
mark: ‘‘ How are you getting along?" he 
inquired. To the astonishment of. the 
bishop the knight of the palette, absorbed 
in his work, replied: ‘‘ Move your head a 
a little to the right and shut your mouth,” 
Not being accustomed to such a form of 
address, his lordship said: ‘‘May I ask 
why you address me in this manner?” 
The artist, still absorbed in his work, said: 
** I want.to take off a little of your cheek.” 
The bishop collapsed.—St. Louis Repub- 
lic. : 

Sarp the wise man, ** A softanswer turn- 
eth away wrath." A lady who believed in 
this precept said to her four-year-old Nel- - 
lie, who is somewhat quick tempered, ‘‘If 
one of your playmates speaks rudely to 
you, return a soft answer." ‘* Soft?” 
“Yes. Now run along and play; mamma 
is busy." The child went out on the lawn 
where & neighbor's boy was mending 
a kite. She accidentally broke the kite 
still more, whereby the boy was made 
“I don't like you; you're a hor- 
rid thing!" he said. Little Nellie's eyes 
flashed, and she was about to reply with a 
very unkind remark, when suddenly re- 
ealing her mother’s advice about a soft 
answer, she looked the boy right in the 
eye, and said meekly and soberly, **Mush."» 


. A OLHAR CASH OF DESIGN. 

** Are not two sparrows sold for a far th- 
ing? and one of them shall not fall on the 
ground without your father. But the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value 
than many sparrows” (Matt. x, 29-81). 


Oh! I am a jolly Tape-worm 
And I liv in a gallant man, 
Who labors every day, for me, 

As hard as ever he can. 


I gnaw his bowels every day, . 
And fill him full of pain, 
Till with the agony he writhes, 
And the sweat runs down like rain. 


Oh! I lie inside him and laugh 
To see him work, and eat 

Till he starves his wife and children, 
To giv a Tape-worm meat. 


The jaws of my man make music 
That sets me wild with glee, 

And I chuckle with joy whene’er I think 
How the good God cares for me, ` 


I am only a worm, I know, 
And a worm of low degree 

And I bless the Lord with all my might 
For making a man for me. 


Gems of 


Tue thought of death deludes us, for it 
makes us forget to liv.—Chamfort and 
Vauvenargues. 


ONE person’s opinion is freqnently based 


upon the exploded opinions of others,— 


Galveston News. 


Men hav no more right to choose the 
amusements for other men than they hay 
to choose their religion for them.—Jnvesti- 
gator. i 


MANKIND, in the gross, is a gaping mon- 
ster who loves to be deceived, and is sel- 
dom disappointed.—Mackenzie, in ** Man 
of Feeling.” 


ALL lynchers, rioters, ‘‘ political assas- 
sins,” are tyrants; they are the worst ene- 
mies of liberty, for they compel govern- 
ments to relaps from civil order into the 
barbarism of military rule.— Moncure D. 
Conway. f 


Hs who has been faulty in the manage- 
ment of his own concerns will not be able 
to advise well with reference to those of 
others. Those who are especially careless 
of their own welfare are seldom remarka- 
bly attentiv to that of others.—Socrates. 


Prrnars the most valuable result of all 
education is the ability to make yourself 
do the thing you hav to do when it ought 
to be done, whether you like it or not; it 
is the first lesson which ought to be 
learned, and, however early a man’s 


training begins, it is probably the last les- |. 


son he learns thoroughly. — Professor 
Huxley. 


REFERRING to the time.and place of the 
first Christians, Renan says: There never 
was an age so naively eredulous, and this 
was exactly the age of the great outburst 
of faith. The faculty in the human spirit 
which reasons.seemed extinct; infantine 
folly was.the common atmosphere. It is in 
this kind of miliew that religions are 
founded. People lie, and then believe 
their lie. : 

Sunznr, if anyone is persuaded, whether 
rightly or wrongly, that his fellows are ex- 
pending the best part of their imaginations 
and feelings on a dream and a delusion, 
and that by so doing moreover they are re- 
tarding to an indefinit degree the wider 
spread of light and happiness, then noth- 
ing he can tell them about chemistry or 
phychology or history can in his 


h ya be 
comparable in importance to the duty of | 


telling them this,—John Morley. 


Iv was to cancel the fall of man through 
the first Adam that the second Adam had 
to agonize in Gethsemane and bleed on 
Calvary. Do away with the Fall, and you 
do away with the Rise. Call Adam a myth, 
and Jesus does not require to be a reality. 
Af, throngh Adam, we did not incur the 
wrath of God, we did not require the 
atonement by Jesus to restore us to his 
favor. Ifthe Adam who got ns into hell 

„never existed, why should a Jesus exist to 
get us out of 1t? Saladin, 


Tus growth of letters has been like that 
of art, from the marvelous and mythical 
to the natural and trne. The tales and 
legends of the ancient past were not of 
common men and common scenes. These 
could not impress the undeveloped intel- 
lects of long ago. A man of letters could 
not deify a serf or tel] the simple story of 
the poor. He must write to maintain the 
status of the world, and please the prince 
who gave him food. So he told of kings 
and queens, of knights and ladies, of strife 
and conquest, and the coloring he used 
was human blood.—C. S. Darrow. 


For twenty-four years the National Re- 
form Association of professed Protestants 
worked steadily alone to hav ‘‘the Chris- 
tian religion” named and. legalized as the 
religion of this nation. In its twenty-fifth 
year, 1887, it secured the alliance of the 

National Prohibition party and the Na- 
tional Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union, snd with this additional power 
continned its efforts for the legal recogni- 
tion of the Christian religion as the na- 
tional religion. In 1888 this National Re- 
form combination secured the alliance of 
the American Sabbath Union representing 
the great ‘‘ evangelical” churches of the 
country, and with increased power the 
whole combination plied their efforts upon 
the national government to secure the legal 
recognition of the Christian religion and 
the setting up of Sunday as the national 
holy day. In 1889, the National Reform 
Association, through the leadership of the 
American Sabbath Union, secured the 
long-desired ** coöperation " of the Catho- 
lic church for national Sunday observance. 
And in 1892 they were gratified with the 
unanimous decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, declaring that ‘‘ this 
isa Christian nation,” thus giving national, 
legal recognition to the Christian religion, 
and this was swiftly followed by the action 
of Congress in which Sunday was set up as 

he Sabbath of the fourth commandment 
and of this nation.— American Sentinel, 


ought. | 4 
aes Old ‘Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated. 
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Ac 


IT WILL 
MAKE You 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, : 
Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 

A Queer Family, K 

keaac and His “Sister,” 

One of Twins, 


Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


L 


HESTON. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, - 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, : 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 
General Gideon, 


400 Pases. 200 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrities. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not kxoel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


Truth Seeker Library. HE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issuks or 1891.—$3. i 
z Price. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891......... eseese scene BO 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. da 


enen,....l.ee eese NOTE secas 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- 3 
PAOD PEP E ET 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- x 
TiGbb. ... olo erise eee pops po wr R see 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck.... 20 
ictor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire 10 
The Orisis. . 40 
Rabbesh Breaking John E. Remsburg....... 85 
avels in. Faith from Tradition to Rea- 5 
25 
25 
50 
: À 25 
Rights of Man. -Thomas Paine. lllustra- m 
DS ices cidsw edocs csgecwspacssccecsieassus's . 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower,... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- io 
ONOP E T 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 
NEU OD 15 
Liberty in Literature. 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
PROCUON is oso es seos has Pewee Maes BEES One KR 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 15 
ONG E AN 
The Holy Bible Abridged................... 80 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
Beomsbtrg....... adsssaseessussueséeunan sn 10 
Issuzs or 1893.—$3. 
Thomas_ Paine "Vindicated. Col. Robert 
G.Ingersoll...............-. eee Hg . 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- is 
Crimes of Preacher 
. Billin 25 
Resurrection of 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. §. P. Putnam. ......... 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB............ sue 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsburg........... pase tenera. 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. S.P. Putnam........ "-—— 25 
Common Sense, "Thomas Paine........ ..... 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos, Paine.. 15 
Plosepre and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, i 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein............ 10 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson ..... ........ 25 
Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent................... $e. 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
WIXOD. R coos coy asks as se 10 
Issues oF 1894.— $3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Self-Contradietion: of the Bible. W. H. Barr 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. , : 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which reat is desired, ; 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted 

THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO., 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. 


A CRAND DISCOVERY ! 


WANTED-A live man or woman in every @ 
county where we have not already secured 2 
representative to sell our "Nevada Silver" 
SOLID METAL. Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumers; a solid metal whiteas silver; no pii 

wear offs goods guaranteed to wear 2 lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth thatof silver; the chance of a life- 
time; agents average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales everywhere, 80 great i8 the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 


lion Dollars’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving, them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 

rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 

this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
ice, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in & narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as & novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such & circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "no 

, better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years & confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “ Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The workis a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 traug) t with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of qu 
and to the freedom of thought, speech an 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham. Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in perishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price. paper, 1t cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England, Showing that vents 
[rM noak fo Chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

s paper Pee TRUTH. SEEKER UU, 
2 Lafayette Pluce, New York Uity. 


STU in a JYutskeu. 


By ASA AUGER 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Obristianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were & propriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The i 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 


lagiarism 


was suppressed. 
Price, 16 opts. 4g THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
23 Lafayette place. New York City 


| Wettstein’s : Repair : Department. 


Orro Werrstzry, Rochelle, Tl... Bro. Matertal- 
tst: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in jug three and a half 
days from the time it left this station. 3 

t was put into A No.1 shape and is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and wil] assure you that when 
I have other work in. your line to be done you 
shall have it. A. E. MITH. 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges ope way. I have personally 
managed my repair department for 84 years an 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishment 
until in perfect order and closely regulated. 


PRICE LIST, 
Cleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or thre 


$1 jobs at $2.50. 
All work warranted one year, Liberal dis- 


counts to agents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWBLBR. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


The jresthought Badge. 
DESIGNER OF <The Ingersol! Souvenir Spoon. 
Otto Wettstein Watch. 


Send for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 
Mention Taz TRUTH BEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, AM. 
Third Thousand. 


Address THE TRUTH BEERYR 


Price, 10 cents. 


And STEREOP all prices. Views illu 
Sr wear ior PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, eu. 

(CP A profitable business fora man with a small capital. AlIse, 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 260 page Catalogue freee 


MCALLISTER, Mfg. Opticians, 49 Nassau St. N.Ye 


UA. INVIGORATION 


SEXUAL 

guaranteed by DB. WEST'S NERVE AND BRAIN 

Treatment. A Specific for MENTAL DEPRES- 

SION AND INSOMNIA. No mineral poisons! 

Really worth trying. Mail. $1.00. Six for $5.00. 
“~BRADBURY’S PHARMACY, Dept.[45, 367 Washington 

Street, Boston, Mass? 


oklet will be sent to their address for 
ten cents, sealed in g plain envelope, 
ving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
o m aa, plaints, anda description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery--an Oute 
wnrd Application à positive cure—the only rem. - 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo 
cess, Address, DR. p, p, FELLOWS, 
Sav where you saw thisadver Vineland, N J 
EW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-ou 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 
lows. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABOOOK, Prioe, 15 cents. 


~ 
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WAILING FOR TYRUS. 


And they shall make themselvs utterly bald for thee, and gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep for thee with 
bitterness of heart and bitter wailing.—Ezek. xxvii, 31. . 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


» 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the 


ONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: RIRE i 
i [6| Ingersoll wrote to the author: '" You have earned the 
thanks of all whe read this boo% Te iea work of n dw pend sound e Mou MEE 
s l ce, of sca g satire, O . 
humor ok MARCI Drone des ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 


Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that " Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child." The object of Saladin's work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth. gilt lettered, $2.50. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Ohristianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such commenta 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. r 


THE TRANSITION, 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question wh 
the Feed or poveri portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern scie 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview wea, 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; Godin the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, eto. This may be calle? Sala- 
din’s own book, for itis poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of stron” " zrature 
like to read again aud again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantic. historic. 4 aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer, 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one whe endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladi» 
paper, 10 cents. * 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. Byone who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: " This novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 95 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of in. Church’s Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency, even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Oriminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


paper, 25 cents. e 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. $8 Lafayette Place. New Yori. 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” | POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


A Leaflet showing thi the oft-repeated Chris- 
pian statement that Infidels | do nt gontribute . ACUOUNT, OF 

nor found oharities is a falsehoo ou i, ] p ‘ 
be widely circulated to meet the calumny. ice Viears of Christ and V icegerents of God. 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTB 
SEEKEB, W Lafayette place, New York. 


~tiousness of the Pre- 
jon; Confessions of 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Researches i Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
‘opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS ? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition. 
Part L—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


ers. . 

Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
c r8. 

Part III. —Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


chapters. 
Part TY Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. i 
Press Notices. 

The style is forcible and terse, the reagonin 
good, and as the facts upon which the argumen 
is based are largely Christian, our theological 
friends ave some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Átlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.— Progressive 
Thinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


most Startling Rev- 
eiations. 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin, 


{ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, --- - $1.50. 


Address 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath, ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabjsath is a nim- 
pertinence." Price, 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
‘Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!" 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 
The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 
Apdress THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Sf ews of the Desk, 


Tux Senate has passed the Bland Seign- 
iorage. bill by a v ote of 44 to 381. ` 


Mr. JEAN PauL One, president of Cori 
d'Etudes Morales, is seriously ill, omite 


Tänk Sjelo, the Swedish Freethought 
paper Fritänkaren under a new name, ig 


Simm James Firzsames STEPHEN, jurist 
and author, is dead. His most notable 
Book is ** Liberty, Equality, and Fratern- 
ity. ; 


Tar New York Times has begun another 
of its thorough exposures. This time it 
be turned its search light on the pension 

ands, i 


Tux ambulance surgeons of New York 
hospitals continue to diognose fatal illnegsg 
as alcoholism, Some removals are badly 
needed. a 


THERE was a serious riot in Harlem on 
Sunday, March 18th, in which the police 
and the Italians participated. The police 
were the aggressors. : 


Ar Paterson, New Jersey, the silk dyera 
and ribbon weavers struck, attacking and 
driving out workmen who refused to quit, 
and destroying much property, ` : 


Sarit the Senate does nothing, except 
make money out of the rise and fallof 
Stocks, which owe their fluctuations to its 
manipulations of the tariff schedules, ~ - 


. Tue Cataract General Electric Company 
has received a fifty year permit to operate 
boats on the New York canals. Cost of 
propulsion will be reduced at least fifty 
per cent. : 


WALTER WELLMAN, the syndicate newg- 
paper man, is going to make ‘‘g dash for 
the North Pole? with a party of American 
and Norwegian scientists. The expedition 
will return in the fall, 


Kina Brnanzin, of Dahomey, just pre- 
vious ‘to his submission to the French, 
called his mother into his presence, and, 
telling her he wished to send a message to 
a peter (who is dead), had’ her be- 

eaded. 


DESIRÉ JosgPH PAUWELS was blown to 
pieces in the vestibule of the Madeleine 
chureh, Paris, on March 15th, by a bomb 
concealed on his person. It is supposed 
he intended to explode the bomb in the 
congregation, \ 


TuE prominent Belgian Freethinker, 
Victor Arnauld, died Jan. 17, 1894. He 
was a delegate to the International Free- 
thought Congresss at Naples, 1869, and 
London, 1887. He was twice elected presi- 
dent of the Belgian Freethought Federa- 
tion. i 


A Division of the army of the unem- 
ployed, which is to march upon Washing- 
ton, will come from California. The San 
Francisco Star (Single Tax paper) says 
that the leaders, one of whom is Redstone, 
ae oe and should be promptly ar- 
r . 


ASootatist deputy in the French Cham- 
ber of Deputies in & recent speech showed 
that protection ends in Socialism. He 
said that the government should import 
as much wheat as is needed each year be- 
yond the amount raised by French farmers, 
and sell all at à price fixed by law. 


LaBOUOHERE offered an amendment to 
the Queen's address that the power now 
enjoyed by the House of Lords to prevent 
the passage of bills shall cease. It was 
adopted by a vote of 147 to 145. Half of 
the members were absent at lunch and the 
government will not consider it a mandate 
to resign. : 


PRESIDENT Pxixoro's fleet and the forts 
attacked Admiral da Gama’s insurgent ves- 
sels in Rio Janeiro harbor on March 18th. 
The rebels did not return the fire and soon 
surrendered, Da Gama taking refuge on a 
French man-of-war. Most of the insur- 
gent officers were subsequently taken off a 
Portuguese vessel as it attempted to leave 
the harbor. Admiral Mello, with several 
of the insurgenf$ ships, is still helping the 
land forces of the rebellion in the southern 
states of the republic. 


GovERNoR WAITE, of Colorado, bas the 
authority to remove members of the fire 
and police boards of Denver. Several of 
his removals hav been sustained by the 
Supreme Court. Recently he removed two 
police commissioners. They refused to 
giv up their offices, and a subordinate 
court enjoined the governor from further 
action. He called out the militia, and the 
police armed and held the city hall against 
the state troops. General McCook or- 
dered United States soldiers from Fort 
Logan to preserve the peace. The con- 
tending parties hav now submitted the 
depute to the arbitration of the Supreme 
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CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE._FROM BAPTISM TO BLOODSHED. 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H, WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


What is Hypocrisy? —. In Regard to Concealed Vice, ' 

Qonscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, 

Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
ciety. and Honor 

Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, 


Right Living, 
What is Morality? 

at is Ignorance ? - 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, 
Concerning Education, 


Conduct; or Right Doing e, Avarice, Not a Means to Life’ 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? est En " 9 ? : 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Selt-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life's Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Belf-Control, Blossoms 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect. Reason and Free Inquiry 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
1s the, pne of Tobacco Danger- s n Distort 4. rir Preas, F 

ous ? ger, the Distorter, ights o imals, 
Cultivation of Individualit Rights of Children, 


h . The Angel of Forgiveness 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great, Faculty, Human Rights; or the Equality 
dleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, of Man. 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanlin ye ü 
entleman. 


Value of a Trade, cess Politeness. The 

Recreation a Necessity, The Dihiculties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — Th 

Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, . 

Truth and Falsehood, h'ghway, Best Society, 

What isan Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power o: v Wisdom. 

Fraud a Orim Courage, a Necessity to Right 


H : Os 
The Poison of Slander, Living, 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: ER 

. As with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
Spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inegona ute deStINY, A law oreh aeren nol- Herbert Spencer. 

wing is an Art, a metho "expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the ‘Aris.—Thomas Starr g. : : ^ E i 


Right Living ” is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THUMBSCREW AND RACK, uino». 


27777 


12 COPIES 
$1.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 


The Holy Inquisition. 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack, the Iron Crown Leg Crusher, the Btocks, 


the Heretic Ostcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot ‘Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag) ron Masks recommende 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and, Burning on the ‘Wheel, the Ducking Oage,the Ohastity Belt for 


women, the Bpider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date. the Execution Bell, etc. : 

** T used to read in books," says Colonel Ingersoll, "how our fathers persecuted mankind But I 
never appreciated it. I read it, but it did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the infamies that have been committed in the name of religion until Isaw the iron arguments that 


Christians used. i (- 
Price, 10 Cents per Copy. = os 12 Copies for $1.00 
D SCATLER THEM AMONG YOUR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 


BUY A DOLLAR'S WOBTH A 
TE Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ox a LA OH ay HE MAOH SERERE ape Pn, Now Yorks 
The Bible Inquirer, 
A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; x 


CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 


With References to the most 2lain and Striking Selt- bv Quotations from the 


7eriptures. Including Questions Answered Affürmatively and Negatively 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout.the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. . 

Tt will be a radical Historie Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. . . ie f 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, | 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION 


frcm the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of UM importance with the first, and should be justly understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 

» The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Government and Politics. 


Philo.ophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. Woman's Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. ‘Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. hillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. . | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. azzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. MatildaJoslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. i 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 
E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, 


Susan H. Wixon, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Mrs. Charles Watts, 


Dr. E. R. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, ` 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, . D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, illan Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. i 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, , 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain l f 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 
Yt will be elegantly bound. It wid be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 


can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Mrs. Robert C. Adams, . 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT — 
FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with . 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled © 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. . 

We need more subseribers to Tux 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5. 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial. 
work, that will do great good all’ 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribersat 
regular rates ($12 in 
all, and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories | 


- Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF MS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought.to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNOREO YEaRS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 

mium of a Oollar Book—either "Old Testament 
Stories Comically illustrated," or W. S. Bell’s 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Gloth—all free 
hy post or express. 
. This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. i 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
` 88 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - + + . MARCH 31, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION pan 
Single subscription, in advance.. 


One subscription two years, in advance... 
Two new subscribers xe 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance.. 


Oe oto ssosssotoso 


One subscription with four new ‘sabgoribers, in one remit- 
tance.. vee ala 

Any number over five: at ‘the same rate. inarienly with | one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communicattons and make drafts, checks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru Szexer one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Truru SrexEr one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete" 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Ohicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tux Trura Szexer one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tux Trura Szzxzr one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's Dynamic The- 
ory ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is'a digest of Science, and every one who studies 
it cannot help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trura Szzxer one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tue Trurn SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Ilustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 

‘ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of ot 
friends to the values offered. 


result. 


What Weapons Shall We Use? 


No doctrin, principle, theory, hypothesis, relation, 
book, or institution is “ sacred,” in the sense that it 
may not be or should not be freely examined and 
criticised. No man or woman should be required 


to accept a dogma on trust. All progress depends 
on fearless investigation. All advance results 
from dissatisfaction with what is, from hope or 
knowledge of something better. These are axioms 
with the Freethinker. If he sometimes fails to 


. | apply them it cannot legitimately be assumed that 


they are therefore untrue; the weakness is in the 
man. He has not fully grasped the meaning of 
Freethought. Old prejudices and defectiv methods 
of reasoning, inherited from generations of mental 
slaves or instilled into his mind in childhood, inca- 
pacitate him for logical thinking and fair treatment 
of opponents. He forgets that Freethought is, as 
Samuel P. Putnam well says, a method and nota 
He does not realize that the fundamental 
demand of Freethought is for liberty to grow. This 
does not mean that the developing mind should 
hav liberty to grow in some particular direction, but 
it means that it should hav liberty to grow in any 
direction. It means that the brain which grows 
into Methodism has as many rights as the 
brain which grows owt of Methodism. And vice 
versa. It means that civil law should respect the 
freedom of choice alike of Catholic, Presbyterian, 
Adventist, Universalist, and Atheist. 

As Freethinkers we necessarily war on intellect- 
ual errors—that is, of course, on what we conceive 
to be intellectual errors. We would enlighten the 
people. We would show them that, historically 
considered, the Bible and the Christian church are 
not what they hav been taught by their parents, 
teachers, and pastors to consider them. We would 
induce them to study religions comparativly. We 
would urge an investigation of the claims and facts 
of material science. We would ask all to search for 
truth, regardless of the effect of new-found truth 
on old beliefs. We would insist that every man has 
the indefeasible right to form and promulgate his 
own conclusions regarding the credibility of any 
statement in history, “sacred” or “profane,” and 
any hypothesis advanced by men of science. Claim- 
ing this right for ourselvs, we are forever debarred 
from denying it to others. It makes no difference 
how credulous they are; they may not hav a single 
event of the past ages straight in their minds, and 
they may be as ignorant of the facts of modern sci- 
ence as the babe inarms. Their civil rights remain 
the same and equal with those of the student and 
philosopher. So long as the acts of government are 
restricted to the defense of personal and property 
rights, the ignorance of the elector is only a transi- 
tory evil, and one which affects himself chiefly. The 
most humble or ignorant citizen has precisely the 
same right to protection from aggression as has the 
most exalted or learned. And no class has the right 
to pass upon the intellectual qualifications of an- 
other class when it comes to the exercise of civil 
rights. If the voter’s ignorance of the primary ele- 
ments of education shut him out of the polling 
booth through his inability to read and properly 
mark a ballot, we may or may not think the result 
desirable, although justice demands that it be 
said in passing that such educated men as the lead- 
ers of the theocratic party are, at least, as danger- 
ous to civil and religious liberty as are any would-be 
voters who do not know A from Z. But the dis- 
franchisment that results from inability to read a 
list of names on a ticket is something wholly differ- 
ent from the proscription of a class of citizens 
whose knowledge is not up to the standard set by 
their religious enemies. Their disfranchisment 


would be theological persecution pure and simple. 
As Freethinkers, as Liberals, we could not for a 
moment countenance such intolerance, directly or 
indirectly. Only as a punishment for grave crime 
is disfranchisment allowable, and as such it can 
be visited only upon the individual offenders. 


It is an essential part of the work of Freethink- 
ers to weaken and destroy belief in the ridiculous 
and immoral dogmas of the churches. We know 
that the belief in witchcraft, for example, has been 
an unmitigated curse to the race. The dogma of 
vicarious atonement is demoralizing. The idea 
that a book’ or a man is infallible is opposed to all 
experience and has been productiv of suffering be- 
yond the power of pen to describe. Both forms of 
this delusion still torment millions of our fellows. 
The dogma of exclusiv salvation makes men selfish, 
intolerant, and cruel. Prayer, as an appeal toa power 
beyond ourselvs, is a waste of time and energy. The 
attempt to reconcile the evil that unquestionably 
pervades the universe with the existence of a God 
at once all-powerful and all-good is a hopeless task 
and can result only in the stultification of our ethi- 
cal natures. It forces us to commend in God what 
we condemn and punish in man, thus holding the 
finite, helpless creature to a rigid accountability 
from which we release the infinit, supreme creator. 
All these and many other tenets of the religion 
which is dominant in this country, and much of the 
narrativ part of the Bible, hav, upon the whole, a 
positivly bad influence. The sooner they are nulli- 
fied by the rationalistic view of religious evolution 
and the turning of the people’s thoughts in other 
directions, through the discoveries of scientific ex- 
plorers and the improvement of our economic and 
social conditions, the better it will be for humanity. 
In striving to bring about this desirable change we 
must remember that Freethought is a method 
which we cannot afford to disregard. We can 
guide and instruct, but we cannot compel. And 
we should not compel if we could. What we can 
do by the presentation of facts, by the use of argu- 
ment, by appeals to the moral impulses and frater- 
nal sympathies of men and women, and by ridicule 
of absurdities and the satirizing of hypocrits, it is 
rightfully ours to do. All such sowing will, sooner 
or later, help replace tares with wheat. It will 
assist, albeit imperceptibly, in the slow but grand 
‘uplifting of our race. 

But it is no part of our mission to go out into 
the highways and bypaths of ignorance, prejudice, 
hate, and vice and force those who would not to 
come in to the marriage feast of reason and love. 
Leave the business of compulsion to the church. 
Liberalism is & protest against that method of evan- 
gelization, and cannot engage in it without commit- 
ting moral suicide. We must not attempt to limit 
the civil rights of citizens because they cling to 
doctrins which we reject as absurd or immoral. Be- 
fore all else in importance is the right of choice in 
matters of belief. Even if it were justifiable from 
a moral point of view to disfranchise citizens or to 
debar them from office because of their church afüil- 
iations, it would be the hight of folly to attempt to 
do so; for, while legal persecution causes great in- 
dividual suffering, it inevitably strengthens the 
belief which is assailed, and this chiefly for the rea- 
son that it does inflict losses and pain upon the 
accepters of the creed that is discriminated against 
by the law. No matter how intensely you loathe 
the tenets of any church or how bitterly you hate 
its leaders, never do so indiscreet & thing as to in- 
voke against them the laws of the state. If you do 
you confess your own weakness, you trample the 
principles of Freethought, and you do more ih one 
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hour to strengthen the position of your enemy than 
he; could do in twenty years of unmolested propa- 
ganda. Critical scholarship, the steadily onward 
march of science, and the evolution of ethics are 
disintegrating the religions of Christendom. Even 
the Roman Catholic church feels and, is moved by 
the spirit of the age. Education advances. The 
light is spreading. Hopesmiles. But such assaults 
as are being made in some quarters on Rome are 
mischievous, because they are foolish and savor of 
persecution. They hay done much in avery few 
years to stir up the worst of passions, and also to 
array against the crusaders thousands of believers 
in fair play who yet agree with them that Rome 
represents, as perhaps no other church except 
the Covenanter does, superstition and reaction. 
These intemperate attacks are doing a great deal 
to consolidate the forces of the very organization 
we are anxious to weaken by the spread of intelli- 
gence and the complete separation of church and 
state. Leaving to one side all questions of equity 
and religious freedom, we could do no more unwise 
thing than attempt the disfranchisment of any 
class of citizens because of their membership in a 
particular church. 


the retention of the Bible in the schools? 


weapons, save in self-defense. 


opposit good." 


decessors. 


to the heads of their churches. 


holding office. But when any among them attempt 


offenders must bear the responsibility of their own 
acts. In self-defense we will strike them as hard 
as we can. And we will strike all lawmakers who 
assist them in their plots against the liberty and 
peace of the people. In the case of the American 
Sabbath Union, the National Reform Association, 
and other similar bodies which are founded for the 
avowed purpose of securing religious legislation, 
our antagonism is directed against them collectivly ; 
they are all offenders and no member of any of them 
should ever be helped into a position of authority by 
our votes. They are pledged to cut the throat of 
Liberty at the first opportunity and we-are crazy if 
we assist them in the least to obtain that oppor- 
tunity. With the churches, however, it is dif- 
ferent. Against them we shall use all mental 
and moral weapons and we shall strive to strip 
them of the privileges with-which custom and law 
hay invested them. But not all of their members 
are in favor of religious legislation; in some of 
them very few are, and hence we can in justice deal 
at the polls only with those who array themselvs 
in the ranks of the deniers of equal rights. Zhey 
hav taken the sword of aggression, and they who 
take the sword shall perish by the sword. But 
their fellow church members who do not favor laws 
in the interest of Christianity hav not offended 
against the Constitution and the law of equal lib- 
erty in religion, and therefore we wage no political 
warfare against them. 


Freethinkers can giv no quarter to  doctrins 
which affirm the right of the church to interfere 
with or control the state. All such meddling, all 
such dominance, is, by the testimony of universal 
history, sure to lead to the oppression of dissenters. 
But the right of Christians to teach such doctrins 
must be conceded and defended. Even when they 
claim allegiance to spiritual powers beyond or 
above the nation they do not lose their citizen 
rights. They can still propagate their opinions. 
The rights of conscience are inalienable. We do 
not war on their religious beliefs, nor can we punish 
them for fear they will sometime commit a crime 
against the equal rights of the citizen. Being sub- 
ject to the laws, they cannot be denied a voice in 
the enactment of the laws. The franchise cannot 
be touched in the name of either heresy or religion. 
No kind of belief or disbelief can constitutionally or 
rightfully be made a test of citizenship. 


Officials are, or should be, merely the agents of 
those who select them. They are not authorized, 
or should not be authorized, to enact, interpret, or 
administer laws prejudicial to the equal rights of 
any citizen. In the absence of any such statutes, 
and in the case of offices which do not require their 
incumbents to hav anything to do with laws of that 
class no true Freethinker would concern himself 
with the religious opinions of a candidate, especially 
if that candidate held by the principles of equal re- 
ligious liberty, as many Christians do. Whenever 
possible differences upon religious questions should 
be kept out of politics, and above all else no man 
should be voted against in caucus, convention, or 
at the polls simply because he does not agree in 
religion with the voter. E 

On the other hand, we must not permit ourselvs 
to be stripped of our civil rights. We must see to 
it that those who in office vote for measures which 
are in contravention of the fundamental principles 
of social justice do not in future receive our support 
or the support of any others who think as we do, 
but who may not be conversant with the record of 
these recreant office-holders. They are actual as 
well as potential offenders and must take the conse- 
quences of their acts. Politically, we war on all 
schemes which would deny freedom of expression 
of thought. Politically, in self-defense, we war on 
men who support schemes that deny religious and 
mental liberty. Less we cannot do. Religious 
liberty does not involve the right- to destroy relig- 
ious liberty. As it is unconstitutional and unjust to 
legislate in favor of or against any form of religious 
or non-religious belief it is our unquestionable right, 
as defenders of equal religious liberty, to antagonize 
at the polls all who favor that kind of legislation. 
What Freethinker could vote for a friend of the 
Christian amendment to fill any legislativ office? 
Or for an advocate of Sunday laws? What one 
among us could support for a judicial position a 
awyer who, as a member of the legislature or of 


Wanted—More Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Taz Trura Szzxzer. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: ** They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 


Congress, had voted for a Sunday statute or for 


Freethinkers would use only mental and moral 
They would destroy 
by supplanting. As has been said, they would re- 
move an evil “by the absorbent substitution of the 
They do not wish to compel Chris- 
tians to accept their principles, and they could not 
if they did. No one can do that, although almost 
all religionists hav attempted it, and many of them 
hav not yet profited by the experience of their pre- 
Freethinkers would not discriminate in 
the slightest degree against Christians because of 
their beliefs nor because of their spiritual allegiance 
It would not dis. 
franchise them, it would not prevent them from 


to subvert the Constitution, to unite church and 
state, to deny equal freedom in the name of God or 
Jesus or Bible or Vicegerent, then those individual 
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will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the "paper without : 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s: “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought," and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subseribers at the regular rates of $8 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subseribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of | 
two splendid works—The “Old Testament Stories . 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell's * Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Hither one of these, as may be chosen, 


will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 


these élubs of four, and a copy of * Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought" to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Tus Trurs Seexsr. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


‘ - : 
Is the Fight Against Superstition Won? 
Many of our friends who are devoting their 

attention chiefly to political and economie reforms 

are fond of telling us that it is a waste of time to 
fight religion, for religion is practically dead. 

These optimistic utterances come from men and 

women representing all schools of modern socio- 

logical thought. Such sentiments frequently find 
expression on the platform of the Manhattan 

Liberal Club. Freethought lecturers are there told 

that they are assaulting a cripple, that the church $ 

is powerless to harm science and Freethought or to 
limit liberty of expression and action. It is foolish, 
we are informed, to concern ourselys about the 
movements of the National Reform Association and 
its congeners. All will come out right if only we 
will leave the intellectual emancipation of the world 
to “evolution.” It apparently does not occur to 
these good people that “ evolution ” is just as com- 
petent to attend to the eccnomic as to the mental 
liberation of the people and that therefore Populist, 

Single-Taxer, Socialist, and Anarchist can lay down 

their pens and clese their mouths in the sweet as- 


‘surance that “evolution” will do. their work for 


them. Once people looked to “God” to win their 
battles and now some of’ their descendants are in- 
clined to substitute “evolution” for God. As a 
matter of fact, however, at this stage of the game 
the human brain is one of the most potent factors 
in evglution, and religious no more than economic 
disenthrallment will be achieved by blind trust in 
the forces of growth, conceived of as something 
apart from human activities. 

Freethought workers in Australia meet the same 
objections that we do here. A writer signing him- 
self “ Socialist ” says in the Melbourne Liberator 
that it does not help the cause of labor any to get 
the people out of the church, and he makes the sur- 
prising agsertion that nearly all the workers are 
Atheists. “Scrutator,” one of Mr. Symes’s assist- 
ants, replies to “Socialist ” very effectivly, and as his 
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arguments are not limited in their application by 
their local allusions we subjoin them in full: 


“We certainly are surprised to hear that most of the 
workers are Atheists. If that can be made clear our 
work is pretty well done; and we promis to change our 
policy and drop forever our Antichristian crusade, as 
goon as it shall be made apparent that ninety per. cent— 
ay, eighty per cent—of the working classes are Atheists, 
. “If religion and religious bigotry are so very dead as 
‘Socialist’ asserts, we beg to ask an explanation of the 
following facts: 1. How is it Mr. Symes cannot get a hall 
in Ballarat and many other colonial cities for a lecture, 
even upon neutral subjects? 2, How is it halls are still 
refused him after being hired and paid for? 3. How is it 
the very newspapers are rigidly closed against him, except 
they hav a chance to glander or misrepresent him? 
4, How is it that the poor by hundreds and. thousands 
wallow in poverty and giv their pence to support priests 
and build God houses and palaces for religious purposes? 
5. How is it that about $200,000,000 per annum are de- 


voted, in Great Britain, one way and another, yearly, to re-: 


ligious objects, if religion is so very dead? And how isit 
a probably proportionate sum is expended in the same way 
in the colonies? We find it extremely difficult to believe 
all this money is wasted by unbelievers upon things their 
faith no longer embraces. ‘Socialist’ may hav lost all 
his own faith, and falls therefore into the error of sup- 
posing other people are like him in that respect. 

**We, however, know better. We know that still relig- 
ious bribery and intimidation sway the world to an 
enormous extent; we know that thousands of poor work- 
erg and struggling tradesmen are positivly afraid to de- 
clare their opinions er be seen attending a Freethought 
lecture. We know that the railway bookstalls in England 
refused even to sell the National Reformer, though 
filled with first-class political matter; and we know that 
to this very day most of our agents are afraid to let it be 
known that they sell the Liberator; and even Mr. Cole 
in the Book Arcade would not offer for sale a work bear- 
ing Mr. Symes’s name on any condition whatsoever. We 
know worse still, and that is that Mr. Symes has no 
chance whatever of getting common justice from most of 
the judges, because religious bigotry and rancor forbid. 
These facts, being plain and undeniable, demonstrate the 
necessity of further vigorous fighting to kill the serpent 
theology. As for the parsons and priests, they order and 
drive the people as long as they possibly can; then they 
lead, cajole, and amuse; whén this is no longer possible, 
they follow them, or pretend to do so; anything to catch 
prey. ‘All things to all men,’ is their motto.” 


Substantially the same state of things prevails in 
America, except that in some parts of the country 
the lecture platform is more free than it appears to 
be in Australia. Yet, even Colonel Ingersoll was 
denied admission to Music Hall, Philadelphia, only 
a few years ago. We know what religious class 
laws are here, what the press is, how the masses as 
well as the classes fill the coffers of the churches, 
There is still plenty to do. The- battle for knowl- 
edge and liberty is not yet won. A greater educativ 
and political conflict than any we hav yet passed 


qhrough impends. 
wee eg SS 


* None but empty hands can grasp a full Christ,” 
remarks Thomas Cook, the evangelist. This is 
certainly bad news for the owners of untaxed 
churches, whose hands clutch greedily the people’s 


money. 
—— 


Those of our subscribers who hav asked for copies 
of Saladin's * God &nd His Book" will please take 
notice that we hav just received a small consignment 

from England and we shall be pleased to fill all 
orders while the supply lasts.. 


"What will likely prove to be & murder was com- 
mitted in Columbus, Ohio, March 14th. The prob- 
able slayer is George R. Chapin and the victim is 
his stepfather, Henry Gardner. Chapin ordered 
Gardner away from his mother’s and when she said 
that if anyone went it would be George he seized a 
knife and stabbed Gardner twice in the back. The 
murderer had joined the Memorial Baptist church 
the previous Sunday and been immersed. Mr. 
Heston thinks this crime has a moral, as the reader 
will see by his cartoon on the first page. 


Our readers will see by the letter from Thos. 
Burk that Mr. A. D. Swan is requested to find out 
some facts so far unknown to Mr. Burk, who kindly 
givs the champion of mediums the full name of his 
brother. This should be a valuable clue. 


A movement is on foot in Massachusetts to out- 
law Sunday concerts. Ex-Lieut.-Governor Barrett’s 
morning paper, the Boston Advertiser, places the 
seal of its approval upon the proposed law. It says 


that the rendition of “sacred music by choral so- 
cieties on Sunday evening” is allowable, but people 
who wish to hear other kinds of music should be 
denied the opportunity to do so. This is charac- 
teristic. The religionist is to hav what he wants, 
because he puts up the claim that he is better than 
his neighbor and legislators generally admit without 
investigation the validity of the assumption. The 
well-known philosophical author, Frederick May 
Holland, writes to the Investigator that the pro- 
posed statute “seems to call for sharp comment 
and prompt action. The most important of all 
the demands of Liberalism, in my opinion, is 
that all our citizens should be permitted to spend 
Sunday in any way they please which is permitted 
by law on other days and does not disturb pub- 
lic worship.” Mr. Holland is clearly right in this, as 
he is in the further observation that “it is not a ques- 
tion whether sermons do more good than concerts, 
but simply whether those who prefer to go to con- 
certs are to be at liberty to do so.” 


Mie ——— — ——————. 

We 'hav quoted above some comments of F. 
M. Holland upon the pending anti-Sunday concert 
law in Massachusetts, and we wish now to call par- 
ticular attention to another point which he makes. 
It is this: *If Sunday concerts are forbidden by 
this legislature, it may prove very difficult to get the 
law repealed. Many citizens prefer to keep every 
law as it is, on general principles; and that class 
can now be asked to support the liberal side.” The 
importance of prevention cannot be over-estimated. 
We can kill ten bad bills in committee or on the 
Representativ and Senate floors much more easily 
than we can secure the repeal of one iniquitous 
law. We hope that Massachusetts Freethinkers 
will act at once. . Tug Truru SEEKER suggests that 
they communicate immediately with Mr. Holland 
at Concord. Remonstrances should be prepared 
without delay and sent to the legislature. 


pee ea ened 

The United Brethren church aligns itself with the 
Christian amendment people. At its last general 
conference this declaration was adopted: 

‘ We believe that God is the source of all authority 
and has appointed our Lord Jesus Christ as the ruler of 
nations, The Bible contains bis revealed will for nations 
as well as for individuals, and it is the standard by which 
ail moral issues in political life are to be decided. This 
nation will not be a Christian nation in the highest sense 
until this authority is nationally accepted and obedience 
rendered thereto.” 

According to the census of 1890 the United 
Brethren churches hav 225,281 communicants and 
untaxed property to the value $4,937,583. They 
are next to the Free Methodists as regards igno- 
rance and fanaticism. 


We are informed by a paper representing a cer- 
tain self-styled reform faclion that the American 
people are reckless in “allowing any such press to 
operate in its limits as will publish any sentiment 
in favor of the Romish church." Does not this 
Protestant bigot and would-be inquisitor hav sense 
enough to Bee that because Rome in times past 
acted upon the principle he advocates she made her- 
self the scourge of humanity? Zhat is why she is 
mistrusted to-day. Can not this candidate for the 
editorship of a Protestant Index Haxpurgatorius 
grasp the fact that in demanding the suppression of 
Roman Catholic literature he is himself inculcating 
the fundamental political ideas of that church? She 
did what he wants to do and for that he curses her ! 
Poor, deluded sectarian! Before and above all else 
is the freedom of the press. 


The article upon church property which appears 
in this and succeeding issues of Tux Truru SEEKER 
will be made into & pamphlet immediately upon 
completion. The book will be a vade mecum, a8 
the pedants say, upon the subject, and is designed 
as & handbook for those who object to being held 
up by the tax gatherer and forced to pay other 
people's taxes. pow 

This question will be brought before the New 
York Constitutional Convention, which meets in 
May, and every delegate shall be supplied with this 
pamphlet. We also desire to place it in the hands 
of every editor and legislator in the state—and in 
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the country, if we can—with requests for notice 
and discussion. We also want to circulate it gener- 
ally and generously. The price for single copies 
will be low (we will announce it as soon as the cost 
is determined) and in quantities still lower. 

To distribute it as it-should be we want help, 
particularly from the: Liberals of New York state, 
though it will not be refused from anybody. It is 
& national question and work done in one state 
helps in others. Those who feel like helping can 
send such sums as they can spare and will receive 
pamphlets to the amount of their donation. 

The more we receive the wider will be the circula- 
tion of the pamphlet. Every Liberal is interested 
in this question, and we hope will help us to dis- 
tribute thousands. 


Last Monday’s New York papers reported por- 
tions of a sermon preached the day before by Rev. 
John F. Carson, of the Central Presbyterian 
church, Brooklyn, on “The McKanes and the 
Breckinridges of the Church.” Here are some sen- 
tences from the sermon: i 

‘The two men whose audacious crimes hav appalled 
the country were prominent in the church. I hav only 
one hypothesis on which to explain their church relation- 
ship—they are hypocrits, having stolen the livery of 
heaven that they might better serve the devil. Their 
church membership is only one more item in their life of 
deception and hypocrisy and fraud. The McKanes and 
the Breckinridges are prominent representatives of other 
men in the church who are false to their vows, hypocriti- 
eal in their profession, corrupt in their lives. * * * 
The McKanes and Breckinridges of the church are living 
in direct antagonism to the clear teaching of the church, 
the essence of whose doctrin is purity and uprightness." 


How does Mr. Carson know that McKane and 
Breckinridge are hypocrits? Would he say the 
same if they had professed to be Buddhists or 
Freethinkers or followers of Mohammed? . We are 
told that the essence of the doctrin of the church 
“ig purity and uprightness.” It is not. What 
distinguishes the Christian from the devotee of the 
other religions and from the Freethinker is the ac- 
ceptance of certain dogmas concerning persons, 
placeg, and conditions which are without the range 
of human experienee. In its moral cult Christian- 
ity differs only in unimportant details from the 
other great religions and from the unchurched 
world. Eliminate its doctrinal tenets and nothing 
distinctiv is left of Mr. Carson’s religion. That a 
man is vicious or criminal does not even tend to 
prove that his profession of Christianity is hypo- 
critical. “The devils believe and tremble.” A vigit 
to any-prison will prove this, translating “devil” 
into evil. Belief is the test of Christian sincerity. 
Belief is the test of all religious sincerity. It isa 
.very poor proof, do you say? That may be, but it 
is the only one you hav, for morality is something 
distinct from religion, although often subordinated 
to it. This has been the curse of the world. The 
greatest enemies of their race hav been devout be- 
lievers, and the same is true to-day. It is not to 
be denied, of course, that there are multitudes of 
men in the church who do not believe in her dog- 
mas, but they are no more likely to be her criminals 
than are the real disciples. She is responsible for 
their hypocrisy, for she makes a profession of belief 
instead of moral conduct the open sesame to good 
society and business and political preferment. As 
regards McKane and Breckinridge there is every 
reason to believe that they hav not rejected a single 


fundamental doctrin of their respectiv churches. A 


man’s belief makes him careful of -his duties God- 
ward. That is what devoutness is for, but it does 
not necessarily induce him to do his duty toward 
man. Some it does effect that way, though it is 
still more likely to make them persecute their 
neighbor for his soul’s health. Mr. Carson should 
remember that the Bible knows but one “ unpar- 
donable sin,” and that is neither political conspiracy, 
perjury, betrayal, nor hypocrisy. Why, then, does 
he say that the essence of Christian doctrin is 
purity and uprightness? It is belief. 


S. P. Putnam’s lecture engagements are as follows : 
Boston, Mass., April 8th. 
East Dennis, Mass., April 15th. 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, May 18th, 
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CHURCH PROPERTY. 


Should It Be Exempt from Just and 
Impartial Taxation? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


An Argument for Equality of Taxation, and a State- 
ment of Facts, Giving, from the Censns of 1890, the 
Valne, by Denominations, of Chnreh Property in the 
United States and in the Several States and Terri- 
tories and in All Cities Having 25,000 or More 
Inhabitants; so Arranged as to Show at a Glance 
the Relative Standing as to Wealth of the Leading 
Denominations and Denominational Gronps.—Also, 
Much Other Matter of Especial Interest to Certain 
Cities, States, and Seetions.—All Comparisons and 
Pereentages Based Upon Official Figures. 


IT. 

It is wonderful how eustom and prejudice, say- 
ing nothing of supposed self-interest, will blind 
people to the most glaring inconsistencies and fla- 
grant wrongs. Nearly all representative Protest- 
ants declaim against the granting of appropriations 
to sectarian institutions, and yet we find that accord- 
ing to a report published in 1880 by Dexter A. 
Hawkins, a lawyer of New York city, Protestant in- 
stitutions in this metropolis had received from the 
state and city donations of real estate to the value 
of three million dollars, and, from 1869 to 1880, 
five million six hundred thousand dollars in appro- 
priations from the treasury. During the last eight 
years the Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 
Congregationalists, and Lutherans have divided 
with the Catholics nearly four million dollars given 
by the national government for Indian schools 
under sectarian control. And yet Protestants say 
there is no union of church and state in this 
country, or, if there is, it is only to the extent that 
Roman Catholic institutions receive gifts from the 
states and cities in which that church is a great 
power. If Protestants really do not believe in 
taxing one man for the support of his neighbor's 
religion, why do they insist upon having chaplains 
in Congress, in the army and navy, in state legis- 
latures, and in charitable, reformatory, and penal 
institutions, and upon having these chaplains paid 
out of national, state, or municipal funds? Why do 
they persist in continuing religious exercises in the 

_public schools, these schools being wholly supported 
by taxation? Why do they, with a few honorable ex- 
ceptions, defend the exemption of church property 
from taxation? In all these cases, except the last, 
public money is directly appropriated for the sup- 
port of ministers and therefore for the propagation 
of religion, and in the matter of church exemption 
the end reached is the same, only the route taken 
is slightly tortuous. - 

Manifestly, then, the exemption of church prop- 
erty from taxation directly traverses the law of re- 
ligious liberty, being, in effect, the voting of a cer- 
tain sum out of the public treasury for the support 
of a particular form of belief concerning matters 
about which it is impossible that all the people of 
the state can agree. In this connection I quote 
from Rev. Dr. Wayland, who, in his. “Political 
Economy,” has said: 

** All that religious societies have a right to ask of the 
civil government is the same privileges for transact- 
ing their own affairs which societies of every other sort 
possess. This they have aright to demand, not because 
they are religious societies, but because the exercise of re- 
ligion is an innocent mode of pursuing happiness. If it 
happens accidentally that others are benefited, it does 
not follow that they are obliged to pay for this benefit. 
It cannot be proved that the Christian religion needs the 


support of the civil government, since it has existed and 
flourished when entirely deprived of this support," 

America’s first great philosopher, Benjamin Frank- 
lin, wrote: 

‘When a religion is good, I conceive that it will sup- 

. port itself, and when it cannot support itself and God 
does not take care to support it, so its professors are 
obliged to call for help from the civil power, it is a sign, I 
apprehend, of its being a bad one.” 

It certainly is bad to the extent that it denies the 
vital principle of religious freedom by imposing it- 
self upon non-believing or differently believing tax- 
payers. 

President James A. Garfield, himself once a clergy- 
man and president of a religious college, said: 

‘The divorce between church and state ought to be 
absolute. It ought to beso absolute that no church prop- 
erty anywhere, in any state, or in the nation, should be 
exempt from equal taxation; for if you exempt the prop- 
erty of any church organization, to that extent you im- 
pose a tax upon the whole community.” 

How quickly this nation-wide denial of the rights 
of conscience would cease if all Protestant minis- 


ters—saying nothing of Catholic elergymen-—had as 
clear a sense of justice in this matter, as intense & 
love of the absolutely secular republic, as the mur- 
dered Garfield has, in the foregoing sentences, given 
evidences that he possessed! 

Even the New York Independent has allowed this 
to go out to the Christian world in its columns: 

“The time has come when all religious denominations 
must affirm that no public moneys shall be used for secta- 
rian instruction; the time-honored principle of the sepa- 
ration of church and state must be again emphasized. If 
a church is not willing to support its own schools, it can- 
not come to the state for aid. I would go so far in the 
application of this principle as to be willing to see all our 
churches taxed as is other property. We hav no right to 
tax unbelievers that churches may be maintained; no 
more right than they would hav to tax churches for the 
support of Infidel clubs.” 

It is much to be regretted that so influential 
a paper as the Independent cannot see its way 
clear to carry to its logical conclusion the principle 
so Well illustrated in the quotation I have made. 
“No more right to tax unbelievers that the 
churches may be maintained” than unbelievers 
“would have to tax churches for the support of 
Infidel clubs.” That is the truth in a nutshell. 
Whole pages of argument are concentrated in those 
few words. 

The San Antonio Hapress uses this vigorous 
language: 

**'The Empress is not antagonistic to the churches. It 
believes that many of them are doing a great and noble 
work; but it does not believe in exempting sectarian 
property from taxation in a land of alleged religious 
liberty at the expense of men who regard the church as & 
brake on the wheels of progress, an incubus on civiliza- 
tion, the preservator of antique ignorance, the storehouse 
of foolish superstition. It does not approve of the church 


posing as an almoner while the thin purse of labor is: 


annually mulet to make it a present of several millions. 
Let it be just before it attempts to be generous. Let it 
assume its due proportion of the public burdens and per- 
chance there will not be so much need of its dole. The 
church should not profit at the expense of the poor; it 
certainly should not fatten at the cost of those who 
despise it.” 


This question is pertinent: Do church people 
who talk of “ Christian liberty " mean the liberty of 


Christians to take by legal force the property of 


other people? It certainly would seem so when 
they denounce the taxation of ecclesiastical property 
as an interference with the rights of the church. 

When William Cullen Bryant was at the editorial 
helm of the New York Evening Post that paper 
reasoned logically upon the question of church 
exemption, as witness this: 

**'The Evening Post has long been of the opinion that 
the American theory of a self-auppor'ing church ought to 
he carried out to its full and legitimate conclusion, and 
that the separation of the church and state ought to be 
complete. It should include the total discontinuance of 
contributions of public money, direct or indirect, to the 
support of any religious establishment. We have never 
been able to see the slightest difference in principle be- 
tween the appropriation of a certain sum of money raised 
by tax to a particular church, and a release of that 
church from a tax on its property to the same amount. 
The cost of the act in either case falls upon the taxpayers 
generally.” 

Religious believers will surely feel the force of 
the arguments contained in this memorial ac dressed 
to the general court of Massachusetts in 1775: 

“ For a civil legislature to impose religious tax is, we 
conceive, a power which their constituents never had to 
give, and therefore going entirely out of their jurisdic- 
tion. We are persuaded that an entire freedom from 
being taxed by civil rulers to religious worship is not a 
mere favor from any man or.men in the world; but a 
right and property granted us by God, who commands us 
to stand fast to it, We should wrong our consciences by 
allowing that power to men which we believe belongs only 
to God,” 

The exemption of church property from taxation 
denies religious liberty because it enables the 
wealthier societies to secure and retain large 
properties in the most desirable locations in the 
great cities, where they wield a social and political 
influence out of all proportion to their numbers and 
moral beneficence as compared with the weaker 
societies of the same denominations. If they had 
to pay taxes upon their estates they would not be 
so avaricious of land, their edifices would not be 
so gorgeous, and there is a probability that their 
disease- breeding cemeteries would be removed from 
the heart of the city to locations where they would 
be less detrimental to the health of the people. 
Tax exemption also enables these wealthy church 
corporations to hold property in the older parts of 
the cities until the general rise in the value of real 
estate has greatly augmented its selling price, when 
they move out into more fashionable districts, hav- 
ing made snug profits out of the downtown prop- 
erty, and this largely because it was exempt from 
taxation. They often resist street extensions and 
other improvements and in general comport them- 
selves in such a manner as to show that they are 
unworthy to receive special privileges from the city 
and state, even were the granting of such privileges 
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not on general principles unjust and violative of 
religious liberty. 
Exemption of Church Property from Taxation is 
: Unjnst. ; 

Taxation should be equal and uniform. No 
elass of citizens should be compelled to pay 
& higher rate of taxation than any other class. 
Property, not persons or beliefs, should be taxed. 
No special privileges should be granted, no monop- 
olies created or protected. Inequalities in condi. 
tion there will be, but these inequalities should 
not owe their existence to governmental interference 
and favoritism. To exempt church property from 
taxation is to grant to church organizations favors - 
which are denied to other societies and to individu- 
als. It makes taxation unequal and unjust. It 
takes burdens off shoulders that should bear them 
and puts them on those that should not bear 
them. Those who possess and enjoy should pay. 
Those who have money to build churches should 
pay the.taxes upon them. Those who are rich 
enough to rent or buy pews in churches are rich 
enough to pay the state for protecting them in the 
use of those pews. It is scandalously unjust that 
a two-million-dollar cathedral should compel the 
city to pay for sewering, paving, and lighting the 
street in its front. What right-has it to call upon 
the city fire department to save it from the flames 
or the police department to protect it against 
rioters? If it is insured have not the other policy- 
holders.in the companies which carry the risk just 
cause of complaint in the fact that they are forced 
to draw from their tax-depleted purses. to pay losses 
upon property which is free from all tax assess- 
ments? i 

All church exemption is wrong in principle, but 
the injustice is greatly aggravated, practically, in 
the case of edifices costing up into the hundreds of 
thousands and millions of dollars. It is positively 
shameful that the hard-working people of the city 
should be compelled to help pay the taxes upon 
such palaces of fashionable worship, palaces into 
which they could not get admission if their sup- 
posedly immortal souls depended upon the entrance 
therein of their poorly-elad bodies. It is generally 
understood that the Protestant Episcopal church 
organizations in the city of New York are con- 
templating the erection of a cathedral to cost 
$10,000,000. Think of it! Ten millions of dollars 
locked up in one building or buried in its site! 
One hundred thousand dollars wrung annually 


from the tax-payers of New York, on the supposi- 


tion that property in the city is assessed" for. 
taxation at one-half its cost. Talk of a “free” 
gospel preached in a ten-million-dollar cathedral, 
whose owners are 80 poor in common honesty that 
they ask exemption from taxation in the names of 
justice and morality ! 

When costs of street improvement, sewers, etc., 
are assesssd against the abutting property, owners 
of lots in the same block with a church may be 
robbed of nearly all they possess by the operation 
of the law of church exemption. So much of the 
block being tax-free throws a relatively greater bur- 
den upon that which is taxed, and the unfortunate 
owner finds the savings of years confiscated that 
the church palace may escape the payment of its 
obligations. Could injustice be more rank? The 
carriages of its patrons are driven to its doors over 
pavements for which an Infidel living under the 
shadow of its steeple has paid! 

Touching the injustice of church exemption from 
taxation, the San Antonio Zapress, previously 
quoted, comments : 

** We have in America several single church properties 
whose value mounts up into the millions, yet they are ex- 
empt from governmental burdens, while the laborer’s 
cottage, the widow’s cow, and the orphan’s patrimony 
must pay a heavier tax in consequence. In order to ex- . 
empt church property whose value would make Dives 
feel like a beggar we impose & heavier burden upon the 
man who believes with his whole heart that the Christian 
religion is but a tissue of sacerdotal falsehoods, inimical 
to all that makes for the betterment of the human race, 
This opinion may be, and doubtless is, erroneous; but in 
a ‘free country,’ in a land of ‘religious liberty,’ the 
Agnostic and the Atheist should stand on an equality be- 
fore the law with the most devout ‘evangelist.’ But 
such is not the case. Being in the majority, the ‘ believ- 
ers’ tyrannize over the dissenters, ignore their rights, 
and actually ‘tithe’ them that costly church property 
may be exempt from public burdens.” 

A writer in the Christian Inquirer, of New York, 
thinks that the equal taxation of all property would 
be a positive benefit to religion. This is his argu- 
ment: . 

** Asthingsareit might be hard on some of our churches 
to tax them, but the principle of exemption is wrong; if 
churches were taxed we should have fewer temples of 
pride, less extravagance in church building, and niore 
convenient houses of worship. Meeting-houses three- 
fourths steeple and one-fourth edifice would disappear. 
Churches would be built without debt. Steeples and 
mortgages would alike be left off, and economy, instead 
of extravagance, would be therule. We think that in the 
end the taxation of church property would be a blessing 
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to the churches. Only churches able to pav ta 
dare be extravagant. Architects would study NM 
- and not pile on the nseless ornamentation to increase 
their own percentage. Building committees wonld not 
build to ornament the town, and bring up real estate, bnt 
to convenience the people. We should have lesa imposing 
church edifices, but we should have more free from debt. 
The gain wonld be great, and there wonld be a return to 
former SD, A okro coeung $250.000 is worth no 
more as & place of worship than one costin : 
The interest of $190,000 g but $60,000. 


meeting-house every year. Now and then the erection 
of a costly church mav be justified, but general taxation 
would make the number of such verv smal'. There ig 
something in a very costly o^urch edifice that is subver: 
sive of the best ideas of spiritual worship.” PET 

Such reasons are good.-in themselves, but the 
one argument that should. move Christians to de- 
mand the taxation of church property is the fact that 
its exemption is unjust because it is a denial of the 
pricelessly valuable principle of religious liberty 
and refuses equal ‘civil justice to all citizens of the 
republic. ME ; 


Exemption of Church Property from Taxation is Dane 
: gerous, 

The granting of special privileges to ecclesias- 
tical corporations is in the highest degree danger- 
ous. 

: monopolies, it affects the well-being of every citizen 
‘who is engaged in a legitimate vocation. It‘ en- 
ables the churches to hold in everv city and town 
the most desirable properties, compelling the tax- 
payers to bear the public burdens of which the 
theological societies are relieved by the unjust dis- 
crimination of the state. Business and industry 
are handicapped; genteel pauperism is encouraged 
and rewarded ; great wealth, without accompanying 
responsibility, makes the priesthood arrogant, dic- 
tatorial, and corrupt; such a large proportion of 
the property of the country being exempt from 
taxation, the real supporters of the state are crip- 
pled in resources and oftentimes impoverished by 
the excessively high rate of taxation imposed on 
them, and the mendicancy created or aggravated 
by this state of affairs gives to the ecclesiastical 
monopolists a new opportunity to exploit the 
` people on the plea that their great “charities” 
alone keep multitudes from starvation and crime. 
No matter what the condition of the people, these 
favored societies. continue to accumulate wealth. 
All that they get is clear gain. After the absorp- 
tion of the earnings of labor has reached a certain 
ratio of increase men of energy and foresight, who 
object to being defrauded in the name of “religion” 
or “morality” or “charity,” make up their minds 
that. they will escape while they can from a city or 
‘state or country which denies them equal opportu- 
nities. They put their property upon the market. 
A certain proportion of it goes into the hands of 
the church societies and is added to the non-tax- 
paying list, and thus the evil of unequal taxation is 
augmented, and. the march toward confiscation and 
revolution is hastened. Right here in America we 
find to-day a startling illustration of the truth of 
these observations. The province of Quebec, in the 
dominion of Canada, is in a state of torpor. The 
congestion of wealth in the hands of the church 
has checked the flow of the currents of healthful 
industrial life, paralyzed enterprise, and demoral- 
ized alike the spoilers and the despoiled. Animad- 
`~ verting upon the evil effects of church exemption in 
Montreal, the Mranco-Americain Citoyen says: 


_“*The citv of Montreal is feeling more the burden of 
taxation. The largest owners of real estate are Protest- 
ant.. Their taxes increase in the ratio of the increase of 
Roman Catholio institutions. Property which paid taxes 
is being sold to religious orders, and thus becomes ex- 
empt from taxes, and the burden of the city expenditure 
falls.upon the few. 

*f'There is a strong feeling among the liberal Roman 
Catholics that all these rich institutions should pav taxes. 
We allow an intelligent Catholic gentleman to express his 
views on the question of clerical greed. He says an an- 
swer to the questions which follow is called for: 

** What and where are the religions institutions which 
sheltered the people in the day of need? It will do much 
to dispel misnnderstandings. That there are several in- 
stitutions which claim to be purely charitable, everybody 
admits, But what the publie would like to learn are facts 

and figures showing the extent of charitable work per- 
formed, the number of people sheltered, and the amonnt 
of money expanded. As matters now stand the public 
sees only an enormous growth of the wealth of religious 
institutions in the land and buildings. Where does all 
the money come from? And why, with the existence of 
so much poverty and want in the community, is the phys- 
ical, mental, and moral destitution of the people allowed 
to continue and increase, while magnificent, massive 
buildings for religious and alleged charitable purposes 
are crowning the finest and most valuable sites in the 
city? Both wisdom and justice are in the making of these 
inquiries. for may we not see in this abnormal develop- 
ment.of the wealth of religious institutions a likeness to 
the vrocess which took place in England at one time, and 
in France, Italy, Spain, and South Germany? In these 
countries, as every stndent of. history knows. corporated 
religious wealth became so great that it crinpled. their re- 
sources, paralyzed industry, and. produced political and 
focial ambitions. which were only alleviated by wholesale 
confiscation History is said to repeat itself, and this 
province seems in a fair way of reaching a condition anal- 


saved would build one country | d 


Tending inevitably to the building up ofj 


.dies and loans, was $3,150,000, and I am quite sure the 


ogous to that of France b: fore the Revolution, when the 
church owned one-fifth of the snil or to that of Italy be- 
fore the advent of Garibaldi, when one-half the popula- 
E was composed of monks, nuns, beggars, and brig- 

A Mr. Sutton, of Montreal, writing in the Lon- 
don Times, avers: i 


‘‘ Outside Montreal the whole province is desolate. 
The rule of the priest has made Quebec a city of the 
ead. Its streets echo only to fhe tread of the monks 
and nuns. The English have left Qnebec. They are 


leaving Montreal. All cannot go, because capital is in- 
vested. i 


“The ‘country is covered with convents, monasteries, 
and cathedrals, There are over one hundred million 
dollars’ worth of exempted ecclesiastical propertv. The 
English have to pay for these exemptions by increased 
taxation. There is no power in the province which dare 
propose their abolition.” 


How & church which has grown rich through ex- 
emption from taxation, direct appropriations from 
the publie treasury, donations of land, and by 
means of other special privileges, will continue to 
bleed the people in divers ways is shown by a third 
writer, who puts on record these facts about this 
same province of Quebeo: 


** The exemptions from .taxes on clerical account are & 
heavy load. There are municipalities where fifty per 
tent of the-whole assessed value is exempt, others where 
the value of the property exempt actually exceeds that of 
the property taxed. Then the people have to support the 
religious orders. ' * From a hasty examination of 
the statistical information furnished by the official hand 
hook, ‘Le Canada Ecolesiastiqne,’ for 1899, I should say 
that their aggregate membership exceeds 4,500. 
most numerous order is the Congregation of Notre Dame, 
which has 750 members in Quebec and 70 in Ontario. 
There is no law by which the people can be compelled to 
maintain this army; all the same it is by their sweat and 
toil that it is maintained. Adding the ‘relig- 
ious’ to the secular or parish clergy, and counting the 
clerical professors and teachers in colleges, there are over 
6.590 ecclesiastical persons to be supported by 1,300,000 
Roman Catholics, or one ecolesiastic for every two hun- 
dred men, women, and children. At this rate, Ontario, 
with a population exceeding two millions, would require 
1 ome ecclesiastics, and the United States a host of 300,- 

“I have not space to speak of the miscellaneous ways 
and means reported to provide food, clothing, buildings, 
and traveling expenses, ete., for our ‘religious ’— the ba- 
zars, concerts, collections. house to house begging, eto. 
The provincial treasury is drawn on to provide for a great 
many of them. Directly or indirectly. the church, with 
her orders, handles a very considerable portion of the 
vearly expenditnre. Here are some of the larger items 
(public accounts, year ending June 80, 1893) which she 
controls in whole or in part: 


Education ........ccssosccssscecccosaccaccnescacenesessacsscccees $871.000 
Reformatories and prisons........................ 88 000 
Asgylums. ............ eee eene en eene 800 000 
Charities ' 56,000 


$815.000 
I might say that the church spends, or oversees the spend- 
ing of one-third of the whole provincial revenues, less 
the subsidies from Ottawa. Last year the gross revenues 
were $5,600,000, but of this $1,150,000 was monev bor- 
rowed from the bankrupt treasury, and $1,800/000 
Dominion subsidies. Ths revenue, excluding the subsi- 


church had to do, one way or another, with $200,000 
more than the sum of. the foregoing items. 

“From the nun who comes to your door for a quarter 
toward the erection or maintenance of her convent, from 
the parish priest who colleots his titbes and sacramental 
dues, from the bland Sulpician, with $50.000,000 in the 
cofters of his order, who insists on this piece of land or 
the other being exempt from taxation—from these and 
others like them. to the ecclesiastioals who pnt their hands 
into the provincial treasury for the immense sums enum- 
erated, the church and her vast revenue is flattening out 
the dumb toilers of this province. * In no other 
country of the modern world has clericalism such a car- 
ease for its vultures." 

Think of a city where one-half of the assessed 
value of property is exempt from taxation! And 
yet it is only.a question of time in any country 
which exempts church property when an approxi- 
mately as deplorable condition of affairs will be 
brought into existence. It cannot. probably, become 
quite as bad as that in the United States or in 
other countries where the people are fairly intelli- 
gent; the breaking-point would be reached before 
half of the taxable property had been ruled off 
the assessor’ books. But it would be foolish and 
criminal as well to permit matters to drift from bad 
to worse, as they are now doing, until the breaking- 
point is reached. If we are wise we shall remove 
the cause at once, instead of allowing it to operate 
unchecked until we or our successors are compelled 
to deal as best may be done in the stress and storm 
of political or military conflict with the baleful 
effects, ns other nations have had to do because 
they did not awake in time. It is better to prevent 
injustice than to wait until we are compelled in 
self-defense to destroy the institutions which it has 


-fattened at the expense of the weak. We can learn 


some very salutary lessons from the experience of 
other countries. If we are alive to our own inter- 
ests we shall be contert to be taught by observation 
of the mistakes and sufferings of the people of 
Franee, Italy, Germany, Mexico, and the South 
Ameriean republies. We ought not to need any 


| viduals suffered with the guilty. 


'The: 


burning of our own fingers to warn us to keep them 
out of the fire. 

The people of France were, before the Revolution, 
robbed by three powers—the monarchy, the nobil- 
ity, the priesthood. The royal family and its favor- 
ites and the nobles and the church were rich and 
well-fed; the people were poor and starving. Justice 
and liberty had been denied by and in the name of 
this trinity. The storm came, and in it these 
privileged classes were shattered and scattered; 
they reaped what they had sown. Innocent indi- 
What else could 
have been expected? The people had agonized for 
centuries; that they eli. but their masters had 
never taught them what justice was; they did not 
themselves know. How then should the untaught 
peasants practice it when at last they, in the 
drunken joy of vengeance, felt their power as they 
saw beneath their feet the representatives of the 
orders that had robbed them of food and clothing 
and shelter and love? The wonder is not that the 
Revolution was stained with innocent blood but that 
it was stained with so little, comparatively. Injus- 
tice is never barren; she never fails to bring forth 
her. myriad-numbered - broods of hideous and cruel 
children. Had the French people not been robbed 
of property and liberty there would have been no 
revolution. The church was one of their robbers; 
she took from them the fruit of toil and she held 
it exempt from the exactions of the state, while the 
people were compelled to pay, out of what was left 
to them, all that nobles and king demanded. 
There inevitably came an hour of revendication and 
vengeance, for human nature will not bear every- 
thing without an attempt to better its condition. 
The French Revolution was an object-lesson to the 
world. Will the United States heed it? This is a 
republic and there are but two serious obstacles in 
its way to the goal of liberty, justice, honor, and 
glory. These are the ignorance of a part of the 
people and the indifference of another part. The 
masses must think and act or no republic can long 
remain free. When a nation permits the church to 
hold vast properties exempt from taxation it invites 
the awakening that came to France. 

In Italy the church had in her possession at the 
beginning of the seventh decade of the present 
century property valued, by a low estimate, at 
$400,000,000. The people were poor, the neces- 
sities of the government urgent, and in 1867 the 
state took for her use $116,000,000 of this wealth ; 
and it was also deemed necessary to abolish the 
convents and monasteries. Whether this latter act 
was in harmony with the principle of religious 
liberty or in violation thereof the scope of this in- 
quiry does not require us to ask; itis sufficient to 
say that the closing of the Catholic institutions 
named was done by a Catholic government acting 
for & people overwhelmingly Catholic. 

Mexico passed through a long and fiercely-waged 
* war of reform,” which began in the early fifties 
and cannot be said to have ended until the over- 
throw of Maximilian and the permanent establish- 
ment of the republic under the presidency of Benito 
Juarez. Formerly the church owned nearly one- 
third of the soil of Mexico. By the laws of reform 
of 1856 and 1859 the landed property of the church 
was nationalized, convents abolished, and all super- 
fluoug church buildings sold or converted to public 
use. When Napoleon III. landed troops in Mexico 
and made the Archduke Maximilian titular emperor 
the church threw all its influence into the scales in 
behalf of the inchoate empire, and nad Napoleon 
succeeded in his designs the confiscated estates of 
the church would have been restored to her and the 
struggles and sacrifices of Jaurez and his compa- 
triots would have been in vain, all their splendid 
work for justice, education, and peace rendered 
nugatory. When a churgh owns one-third of the 
real estate of any country, a conflict is inevitable 
if the people have left in them a spark of the spirit 
of independence. To prevent “wars of reform " it 
is absolutely essential that the law of justice shall 
rule; the relation of the church to the state must 
be that of complete independence, and this is im- 
possible so long as the people are taxed, directly or 
indirectly, to support the church. 

The rapid augmentation of church values which 
President Grant foresaw, and which he computed 
upon the basis of the ratios of increase from 1850 to 
1860 and from 1860 to 1870, should be a cause of 
most serious apprehension to all who are familiar 
with the history of the similar growth of ecclesias- 
tical wealth in other countries. All values were 
greatly lessened by the forces which produced the 
panic of 1873 and the subsequent readjustment of 
prices and wages, but the relative increase of church 
property values has not been affected thereby. 
The present comparative numbers of church organ- 
izations and church buildings are such that, in the 
absence of a great financial crash, the construction, 
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of edifices must continue for many years to greatly 
exceed the increase of population. Rev. W. A. 
Spencer, D.D., who is corresponding secretary of 
the Methodist Church Extension Society, writes in 
the Independent that in 1893 his society aided in 
the building of six hundred and eighty-three 
churches. So much for one denomination. Mr. 
Spencer quotes figures from the United States 
census of 1890 to show that the Roman Catholics 
have fifteen hundred more organizations than 
churches; the Presbyterians need a thousand more 
churches; the Baptists could use three thousand 
six hundred more buildings than they have; the 
Congregationalists show a shortage of one hundred 
and more edifices; the Methodist Church South 
needs two thousand four hundred additional build- 
ings, and the Northern Methodists could use three 
thousand more. And so on through the denomi- 
nations. In some of the older states these sects 
have a surplus of meeting-places, but their necessi- 
ties in the South and West are greater even than 
the above figures indicate, for those figures repre- 
gent only the net difference between the number of 
organizations and the number of churches. 

All of this is additional evidence that the ratio of 
increase of church wealth will be greater in the 
future than it has been in the past. The different 
denominations must not only strive to keep up with 
the increase of church population, but must provide 
shelter for that which they now have which has 
as yet no buildings of its own. Should church 
property continue to be untaxed until 1950 the con- 
ditions of many parts of this country will bear a 
striking resemblance to that of Italy and Mexico 
prior to the confiscation of the wealth of the church 
in those countries. 

I cannot, perhaps, more fittingly bring to a close 
my argument under this head than by reproducing 
a well-known passage in a message which President 
Grant sent to Congress in 1875: 


** Tn 1850. I believe, the church property of the United 
States which paid no tax, municipal or state, amounted to 
$87,000,000. In 1860theamounthad doubled. In 1870it 
was $354,489,587. In 1900, without a check, it is safe tosay, 
this property will reach a sum exceeding $3,000, 000,000. 
So vast a sum, receiving all the protection and benefits of 
government, without bearing its proportion of the burdens 
and expenses of the same, will not be looked upon acqui- 
escently by those who have to pay the taxes. In a grow- 
ing country, where real estate enhances so rapidly with 
time asin the United States, there is scarcely a limit to 
the wealth that may be acquired by corporations, relig- 
ious or otherwise, if allowed to retain real estate without 
taxation. The contemplation of so vast a property as here 
alluded to, without taxation, may lead to sequestration 
without constitutional authority, and through blood. 
I would suggest the taxation of all property equally. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Sunday Work and Damages for Injury. 


. In Tar Truru Szzxzn of February 17th Brother 
Putnam asks for a certain authority on & point of 
law as expounded by the learned judges in Massa- 
chusetts in relation to whether an engineer on a 
railroad, if injured while working on Sunday, or the 
Lord’s Day, as they call it there, could recover 
damages or not. I send you a little “brief” on the 
subject. which you will please hand Brother Put- 
nam. If he ever gets in need of any such thing 
again let us know through Tur Trora SEEKER, and 
I, for one, will try to help him out. 

An engineer of a locomotiv engin, who is performing 
the ordinary duties of his employment on Sunday, is 
laboring in violation of the public statutes, chapter 98, 
section 2. unless the running of the train on which he is 
employed is a work of necessity or charity; and if it is 
not, and, while so laboring, he is injured by a defect in 
the railroad track, his illegal act necessarily contributes 
to cause his injurv, and precludes his maintaining an ac- 
tion therefor. (Read vs. Boston & Albany R. R. Co., 
140 Mass. 199. 

Under the authority of Day vs. Highland street Rail- 
way, 185 Mass, 118, the ruling that the plaintiff was not 
entitled to recover was correct, unless the running of the 
railroad freight train on which he was employed wasa 
work of necessity or charity. The statute of 1884, chap- 
ter 37, was passed after the injury complained of, and does 
not apply to this action. (Read vs. R. R. Co.. supra, 
citing Bucher vs. Fitchburg R. R., 181 Mass. 156.) 

Section I. of the statute of 1884, chapter 37, 
which took effect on Feb. 27, 1884, is as follows: 

« The provisions of chapter 98 of the public statutes 
relating to the observance of the Lord’s Day shall 

- not constitute a defense to an action for a tort 
or injury suffered by & person on that day.” Read, 
in the above cited case, was injured on Sunday, 

October 8, 1882. i . 

So Massachusetts took one step forward in um 


Tug Woman's Press Club of New York announces a 
lecture by Helen H. Gardener. It is for the benefit of 
the Club and will be given at the Holland House, Fifth 
avenue and Thirtieth street, on Friday, April 6th, at 3 P. m. 
Subject: * Woman as an Annex.” Tickets, one dollar. 
. No reserved seats. "Tickets may be obtained from mem- 
bers of the Club, or from the treasurer, F.T. Low, Low's 
Exchange, 949 Broadway. 


Campaign Notes. 


It is now understood that the House Judiciary 
Committee will report the Christian amendment 
unfavorably. For this reason the committee do not 
think it necessary to giv a hearing to the opposi- 
tion. This is manifestly unfair, for the supporters 
of the amendment hav not only had an opportu- 


nity to present their arguments to the committee, 


but to hav them printed as & government docu- 
ment, and certainly the arguments upon the other 
side should hav the same advantage. This shows 
how much prejudice we hav to work against. Even 
the New York Sun. which is opposed to the amend- 
ment, is also opposed to the Freethinkers having 
any say before the committee. The impression 
seems to be that some dreadful things will be said, 
that blasphemous words will be indulged in, etc., 
which is an entirely unnecessary fear, for Free- 
thinkers hav plenty of solid argument and do not 
need to resort to polemical methods. However, I 
understand that the arguments of the Christian 
party were presented in such à manner that they 
tended against the amendment rather than for it, 
and convinced the wavering that this theological 
tampering with the Constitution was a bad policy. 

The only chance now for the amendment isto ge- 
cure a consideration of it in Committee of the 
Whole, if its friends think there is sentiment 
enough in its favor. I suppose they are deter- 
mined to perish in the last ditch, and will use 
every chance to bring the matter to vote. On this 
point alegal gentleman of northern Michigan offers 
some valuable suggestions to these “reformers.” 
It must be admitted that if there ever is a union of 
church and state in this country, the Roman Cath- 
olic church will hav all the advantage. I print 
what my friend sends me: 


To Tou Frrenps oF CHUROH Union WITH THE STATE: 
In working to secure recognition of God and Christ in 
the Constitution and laws of the United States and make 
this a Ohristian nation, with written Christian Constitu- 
tion and Christian laws, teaching and enforcing Christian 
morality, does not your earnest desire for a universal 
brotherhood blind your eyes to the fact that a movement 
of this kind—to make the state enforce religious beliefs— 
eould verv well hav originated with the Roman Catholic 
church, to enable it to decide which and what is the 
Christian religion and to establish for itself again tem- 
poral power? . 

Do you forget the lessons of history? With & union of 
church and state vour persons and propertv will not be 
safe, small sects will be wiped out, and all will be at the 
mercy of the strongest religious organization at any time 
ruling the nation. i 

Hav you become tired of freedom of speech and of the 
press that you would make it thus a dream of the past? 
Religious and political freedom were the watch words of 
the fathers of our country. 'Think you they were fools? 

Know you not that you put a premium on hypoerisy 
when you make the nation’s prisons and militia the 
censors of opinion? The weak, the ven^l, and those of 
worldly policy will never be martyrs. They will wreck 
your Christian state with lies for private gain. 

‘Shall we hav religious instead of political parties, with 
occasional civil wars? You can make men hypocritical, 
but never good, by law. ‘ 

If you believe in a free country and wish to be pro- 
tected in your opinions, religious or political, work and 
vote against any sort of union of church with the state. 
Elect no person to a convention or a legislature who is in 
favor of such union unless you belong to the Roman 
Catholic church. 


The District Sunday bill has been sent to the 
district directors for their approval before being 
acted upon by committee, and it will be some weeks 
before action is taken. We shall watch the matter. 

What is wanted at the present stage of affairs is 
to pour documents and petitions upon Congress. 
I find that Congressmen do read our literature after 
all, and are getting posted in our principles. This 
is one good result of the agitation. The pertina- 
cious efforts of the Christians to disseminate their 
dogmas has aroused an interest in the other side of 
the question, and our documents are now more 
read than they ever were before. 

I desire, therefore, to publish at the earliest pos- 


sible moment “The Rights of Man " and distribute | 


it widely. People are interested in this question as 
never before, and now is the time for education. 
We must prepare material for future work. If one 
thinks the contest is ended, he is greatly mistaken. 
There are established abuses which we must correct. 
We must not only keep God out of the Constitution, 
but we must abolish the chaplaincies, which is a 
practical recognition of God in the state. I hope 
that friends will not fail to see the necessity of 
continued effort. We must not only repel new 
attacks, but overthrow ancient wrongs. I hope the 
generous contributions to our treasury will not 
cease because we hav won one victory. There are 
many more yet to win before we are a free people. 
S. P. Purnam. 
————— ——ü p — ————— ———— 


A SzounaAR Union was organized at Forest Grove, Or., 
on Sunday, March 11th; D. C. Stewart, president ; Dr. 
Hines, secretary ; Mrs. Dilley, treasurer. Regular meet- 
ings will be held Sunday evenings ; Sunday school, 3 P. m. 


Observations. 


Congressman Breckinridge, the defendant in Miss 
Pollard's breach-of-promis suit, admits his meretri- 
cious relations with the plaintiff previous to the 
death of his wife and afterwards, but he declines to 
face the responsibility and pleads that the woman 
led him astray. This shows that the religious habit 
is strong in Kentucky’s senior Congressman, and I 
am surprised that some of the leaders in hig 
church should suggest his expulsion from member- 
Ship. As David, save in the matter of Mrs. Uriah, 
was a man after God's own kidney, so is Breckin- 
ridge save in the matter of Miss Pollard and per- 
haps a miscellaneous lot of other obscure females; 
and even here his conduct is strictly ministerial and 
his defense orthodox, for it will be recalled that 
Adam accused the woman of being first in the 
transgression. If these things are not sufficient to 
establish Colonel Breckinridge’s orthodoxy, let his 
enemies remember that he is a pillar of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association and its silver-tongued- 
est orator; that he is the author of the Breckin- 
ridge Sunday bill; that he championed the closing 
of the World’s fair on Sunday; and that he was 
counsel for the prosecution in the Briggs heresy 
trial. There is not a man of more unmitigated 
piety on the two hemispheres. Still, if the Presby- 
terians are determined to inquire into his conduct 
and expel or whitewash him I suppose there is no 
way to stop them. It might be suggested, though, 
in the interests of thoroughness, as also of poetic 
justice, that Professor Briggs be retained to con- 
duct the investigation. EX 

The pending suit at the capital has an important | 
bearing on current issues; for if distinguished 
religious lights continue on their present line of 
conduct, the state will soon be able to demand a 
divorce from the church on the statutory grounds. 


For the first time in several years I violated the 
civil, economic, and physiclogical Sabbath last Sun- 
day by attending the Catholic church, selecting for 
that purpose the institution on Twelfth street dedi- 
cated to St. Ann. I found the stage set for an altar 
scene, lighted at various points, and suggesting a 
Chinese theater modified by a night parade of Bzr- 
num & Bailey’s circus. I havn't seen anything so 
oriental and barbaric since I left San Francisco. | 
The candles, the priests and acolytes in celestial 
vestments and headgear; bells and bric-a-brac, and 
above all the odor of burning joss-sticks; and even 
the music, which, like that of the prohibited people, 
lacks what we call tune—all these take the returned 
Californian back to the coast faster than a telegraph 
message goes. In cheerfulness, however, the Con- 
fucian surpasses the Catholic. I never saw a really 
solemn Chinaman at any public doings, but the 
worshiper at St. Ann’s has a countenance like a sad 
mule, which he crosses frequently with the hasty 
and deft motion of a monkey wasting his face. If 
anyone should inquire the cause of his depression, 
I doubt that he could giv a lucid reply. 


— 


If in the course of a diseussion with some other 
person I had incidentally remarked that whenever ` 
the Prophet of Gowanus alluded, even casually, to 
the subject under consideration, angels and ser- 
&phs shed tears that tubs could not contain, I 
Should not expect him to regard such reference to 
himself as a question going to the “root of his be- 
lief.” Neither should I look for extended argument 
in reply. Nevertheless Mr. E. O. Roscoe, having 
averred that under certain specified circumstances 
the gods regard myself as a “spectacle,” now com- 
plains that instead of proffering argument, I aban- 
don myself to verse. Then, unmindful of the prov- 
erb, the sagacity of which has been proved by 
frequent application, that we should sometimes 
answer the wise according to his wisdom, he alleges 
evasion and hints at a paucity of sand. Nowa 
man in a ditch is not afraid of bullets, and a prophet 
conscious that his brain is impervious to thought 
may invite discussion with safety; but, to introduce 
a figure of speech, having “sat into the game,” I 
may as well call his bluff. 

It is a peculiarity of the Prophet’s literary meth- 
og that he invariably devotes a moiety of his paper 
to sarcastic exordium; and it was in his half-column 
prelude toa column article in reply to Mr. Peck 
that he made the before-mentioned allusion to “the 
man with the badge-pin.” I do not know whether 
Mr. Peck’s belief is the same as mine or not, but 
the questions which the Prophet has asked him are 
not. unanswerable from my point of view. Here is 
the first. one: 

Let an inquirer ask M. Peck if the fact that the making 
of fractional currency—such as cents, nickels, aud dimes 
—is a governmental monopoly, taken in conjunction with 


the fact that one can realize on such assets at the various 
sub-treasuries in any other kind of eurreney one desires, 
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does not sufficiently account for their 
face value. 


Tf what Mr. Roscoe gays about cents, nickels, and 
‘dimes passing at their face value and being ex- 
changeable for any other kind of currency were 
strictly accurate as regards all points in the United 
States, then I should say that these accidents 
might hav something to do with the case; but 
since there is a large section of the country where 
cents do not pass at their face value, their circula- 
tion in other quarters must be otherwise explained. 
And since, furthermore, their exchangeability does 
not insure them currency where they are not wanted 


we are not warranted in concluding that it is their 


exchangeability which causes them to circulate in 
localities where trade could not be carried on with- 
out them. ME 

Anticipating an affirmativ response, the inquirer 
proceeds: 


Tf the answer be affirmativ, we may ask if the certainty 
of ultimate redemption in intrinsic value, when required, 
of any of the currency, fractional or otherwise, is not a 
large factor in establishing the confidence of the people 
generally in money which has no intrinsic value, or 
isis has very much less than its face value in intrinsic 
worth. 5 g 


Now that is a very fair question. I hav to admit 
that in finance, as in religion, redemption is a large 
factor, albeit a strong delusion. According to a 
late statement of Secretary Carlisle there was in the 
United States treasury sufficient gold to redeem 
about $1 out of each $8 of the gòvernment’s 
promises to pay. The figures were: Gold, $100, 
000.000; promises to pay, $813,000.000 (Century 
Magazine for January, 1894, p. 473); so that 
each individual dollar rests on a basis of one and 
one quarter dimes in gold. The eighty-seven and 
one-half cents is confidence. I would allege 
that under the free coinage of silver the intrinsic 
value of the standard silver dollar would be equal 
to the intrinsic value of the gold dollar; and that 
were gold demonetized the gold in the dollar would 
not be worth as much as itis now. But even if 
the silver dollar has an intrinsic value of but fifty- 
three cents, I conceive that fifty-three cents’ worth 
of silver is as well. calculated to inspire confidence 
as a dollar relying for its soundness on gold to the 
value of only twelve and one-half cents, saying 
nothing about the fact that Wall street could in 
twenty-four hours withdraw every ounce of gold in 
the treasury and: leave the nation's promises with 
no intrinsic value whatever behind them. Question 
No. 3 is this: 


Does Mr. Peck believe that fractional currency!would 
continue to -circulate at its nominal value if the mints 
were open to the free coinage of cents, nickels, and dimes 
at ten cents’ worth of copper, twenty cents’ worth of 
ue and fifty-three cents worth of silver to the coined 

Oar : 


As for the dollar, I think it would. It is said to 
hav go circulated previous to its demonetization. The 
free coinage of nickel and copper is not proposed. 
These metals are substitutes for silver and gold, 
the coinage of which into denominations of one 
and five cents is impracticable. Money is a good 
deal like a flag: a piece of bunting is not in itself 
an object of distinguished regard, but print the 
stars and stripes on it and it at once commands re- 
spect. Its importance does not arise from the 
material which enters into its construction, but from 
the fact that the credit of the country is pledged 
to itssupport. This has been found quite sufficient 
to gain it “world-wide acceptance” and recogni- 
tion. : 

Iought to remind the Prophet that presenting 
itself at sub-treasuries and getting redeemed is not 
the highest use of money. Its province is to dis- 
charge debt and to facilitate exchange of commodi- 
ties. Here intrinsic value is not considered, and a 
dollar ‘passes for one hundred cents because the re- 
ceiver knows that the next man will take it at that 
rate. The dollar based ona dime and a quarter of 
gold and 87.50 cents of confidence is worth a dollar. 
If it were not, the Prophet may wager his reputa- 
tion that nobody would accept it in exchange for 


one hundred cents’ worth of gold. I might gof? 


further and aver that it is not the redeemable 
quality of this country’s currency that makes it ex- 
changeable for gold; but it is so exchangeable 
because the party having the gold knows that the 
currency has the same debt-paying power as his coin. 
Tt is the old question of the egg and the hen; but 
with a dime of egg and a dollar of hen in evidence, 
I am inclined to think the latter exerts the greater 
influence. The Prophet still swears by the original 
egg, despite the influence which time and change 
has had upon that product. Mr. Roscoe cannot jar 
loose from the doctrin of redemption. He seems to 
regard a dollar as a sort of religious pilgrim with a 
Sub-treasury for its holy grail or the tomb of its 
redeemer, and with no other object but to get there 


passing at their | and end its existence. 


i Its usefulness in the ways 
of industry is quite overlooked. 

In eopclusion let us inquire if, * 
debt with a paper dollar, the dollar igs ie r 
not equally trne that Mr. Peck’s note would be redeemed 
by the operation of the holder paying it out to some one 
in excbange for some commodity to the value òf its face? 
Wonld Mr. Peck despair of ever seeing his note again in 
Consequence of such a transaction, or would he bear in 
mind the date of its maturity and hustle round for fonds 
to meet it, when it met him, as it surely would? . 

This inquiry, I believe, brings the discussion up 
to date so far as argument is concerned, which Mr. 
Roscoe says is what he wants. It will be seen that 
Mr. Peck's opponent has placed him in the position 
of the government confronted with one of its notes. 
I imagin that under the circumstances Mr. Peck 
would say: “The expenses of this government 
necessitate the collection of taxes from citizens. 
Your share of the publie burden is this amount; 
the note is for that amount. Take your receipt and 
your change—another note—-and go to the devil.” 
The note has done its work; it is “redeemed ;" and 
as Mr. Roscoe stopped asking questions when he 
got to this point, I do not feel called upon to follow 
it any further. 


- Geo. E. Macdonald.—If you theorize as widely of the 
mark on financial questions as you do on the author of 
the ** What We See column," you will never become a 
Sherman, nor even a silver-bill Blair. ; 

You are mistaken, Ernest, if you think that sim- 
ple denial will acquit you of the “What We See” 
column. Also if you think I want to be a silver-bill 
Blair. Everybody is onto you in the column afore- 
said, and itis no secret that my ambition is to be 
a Sunday-bill Bland. 

Dr. Caleb S. Weeks has published a pamphlet 
giving his “Experience in Hypocrisy.” The doctor 
concludes that hypocrisy, or the form of deceit so 
termed, is commendable—a state of mind he has 
perhaps reached from his experience at the Liberal 
Club, where a philosophical audience habitually lis- 
tens to several perpetual motion orators, and hypo- 
critically r: frains from throwing anything at them. 


While the plaintiff in the breach of promis suit 
now trying in Washington was giving her testi- 
mony, women were excluded from the court. This 
leads a Chicago lady to inquire whether, when the 
defendant goes on the stand, all the men will be 
shut out. And yet there are persons who contend 
that women are not gifted with a sense of humor! 

Last week I made favorable mention of the initial 
number of Charles C. Moore's revived Blue Grass 
Blade, a paper published at Lexington, Ky. The 
second number is now at hand, and I must revise 
the opinion which I formed upon reading the first. 
I now think that Moore is destitute of any honest 
purpose or principle. He discloses himself as sim- 
ply a coarse, ribald old man, who, having no purpose 
in life, has adopted prohibition in the place of it. 
I should imagin that every conscientious Prohibi- 
tionist in Lexington, after reading the Blue Grass 
Blade, would feel like opening a saloon and gettin 
full just to avoid suspicion that he is identified with 
Moore's detestable method of propaganda. Mo- 
hammed Charles Chilton Moore! read the leading 
editorial in this issue of THE Truru Serger. Per- 
pend its benevolent precepts, apply them to intem- 
perance instead of its twin evil religion, and then be 


ashamed of yourself as you ought. 
Gro. E. Macponatp. 


Churehly Purpose and Performance. 


A school mistress in Garth, England, held an annual 
prize distribution, followed by a dance, and on prayer- 
meeting evening. Whereupon Rev. Mr. Nicholson said 
with all possible gravity: ‘‘The great God and judge of 
all will bring all such godless ones, rich and poor, to an 
account, and assign them their portion in hell forever.” 
What a God and what a preacher! The Ohio peni- 
tentiary is ‘‘ont” two chaplains. When the McKinley 
administration came in there was a chaplain appointed 
who was soon found guilty of ‘‘ ministerial conduct” 
and dismissed, and lately his successor had to go for 
appropriating the funds of the convicts to his own use. 
-°> President Blanchard, of Wheaton college, when in 
attendance at the district meeting of the American Sab- 
bath Union at Des Moines three years ago, said, in advo- 
cating the boycotting of the Sunday paper, ‘‘ Why, I 
would rather swear for half an hour than to buy a Sunday 
newspaper for a minnte.” 

SABBATABIAN AGGRESSIONS. 

.''Tt is settled law in Michigan that a Sunday contract 
is a prohibited transaction, the illegalit of which forbids 
it being made a sale by mere delivery ter." (Chief Jus- 
tice Hooker, Michigan Supreme Court, Aspell ve. Hos- 
bein, 57 N. W. Rep. 27). Date of opinion, December 8, 
1893. --.' Topeks, Kan., is in the agony of a Sunday 
closing campaign. The Ministerial Union—of course— 
wants cigar stores, butcher shops, and news stands shut 
upon the preachers’ workday, and a number of young 
men hav declared a boycott on the churches belonging to 
the Union. Let them also blacklist every councilman 
voting for the ordinance, and see that he gets neither 


.the Sunday morning papers. 


votes nor business patronage in the future. Morris 
Sichenaeun, of 220 Bowery, New York, was arrested for 
selling a shoestring to a detectiv on Sunday. For want 
of a bondsman he was held in the Tombs for trial. Such 
damnable outrages against the weak are enough “ to stir 
a fever in the blood of age, and make an infant’s sinews 
strong as steel" And now comes Dr. Westbrook, and 
tells us that we are foolish to think we can put a stop 
to this besotted criminality—we ** might as wall attempt 
to paddle a canoe up Niagara Falls or to sweep back the 
ocean with a broom.” We shall see; perhaps the doctor 
reckons without his host. *,*.* In Wisconsin ‘‘ Protestant 
pastors and Catholic priests are uniting for the better legal 
observance of Sunday." It is not the first time mother 
and daughter hav combined forces to strangle liberty. 
'.'.* The Evangelical Alliance of St. Louis called a mass 
meeting to form a law and order league to secure the en- 
forcement of the Sunday law. ‘.°.- The chief of police 
of Chatham, Mich., bas notified newsdealers that Sunday 
papers must not be sold or delivered in that town. How 
long will the people of the United States submit to this 
thing? What would be said by Christians if the Free- 
thinkers were in the majority in Chatham and should 
forbid services in the churches? That would be no greater 
outrage than the suppression of the sale of Sunday pa- 
pers. The citizen has precisely the same right to buy and 
read a Sunday paper that he has to listen to a Sunday 
sermon. ‘.'.* Chicago preachers hav requested the 
dailies not to print the notices of their church services in 
It is not stated that they 
hav objected to reports of their sermons appearing in the 
Monday morning papers, although most of the work on 
these papersisdone on Sunday. The preacher objects to 
the Sunday paper, not because it involves Sunday work, 
but because it is a rival to the pulpit. The mayor 
nf La Crosse, Wis., has started a paper in the interest of 
Sunday laws. *.'." A bill has been introduced in the 
Chicago city council to close all places of business on 
Sunday. «°.: A strong Sunday observance union has 
been formed at Oshkosh, Wis. . At a Sunday law 
meeting in Philadelphia Justice Williams, of the State 
Supreme Court, spoke in favor of the Sunday inquisition. 
**. Rev. E. M. Milligan, of Steubenville, O., has made 
information ‘‘against a newsdenler, his assistant and 
three newsboys, two butchers, and a cigar dealer, for vio- 
lating the Sunday law," reports the Christian Statesman. 
Turn about is fair play; let the people who hay been 
wronged lay an information against Milligan’s church; 
his work is neither necessary nor charitable. Besides, 
he is a pest in the community, for he meddles with ana 
despoils people engaged in legitimate business. 
omer ME 


Lectures and Meetings. 
i FRANKLIN Sterner’s lecture engagements aro a8 fol» 
ows: 
April 1, Alliance, O. 


April 10, New Ross, Ind.g*" 
** 18, 14, Toledo, O 


** 8-0, Eaton, O Pi eres 
** - 8, Dayton, O. ** 15, Detroit, Micb. 
* 8, Cincinnati. O. * 91,22, Mt. Pleasant, Is, 


** 9, Petersburg, Ind. * 24, Eddyville, Ia. 

Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH has arranged for two debates 
on his return trip to the East. "The first will be with Rev; 
T. J. Porter, a cousin of Sam Jones, at Franklin, Ill, 
four nights. The other will be with Prof. J. S. Van 
Cleve at Cincinnati, and will take place on Sunday, April 
99th. A third is under consideration, and if arrangments 
are consummated Mr. Charlesworth will enter the lists 
with Dr. J. M. Hall, of the Baptist Gleaner, during the 
early part of May, at Golden Pond, Ky. Six nights. 
Mr. Charlesworth lecture engagements are as follows: 
April 19, 20, Humboldt, Ia. | April 27, 28, Delphos, O. 

** 98-90, Franklin, Ill. 


FRANKLIN STE!NER lectured to an appreciativ audience 
last Sunday before the Newark Libera! League. 


“Morar PnutnosoPmY" was the subject of Henry Row- 
ley at the Brooklyn Philosophical Association Sunday. 


J. E. Remssure has returned from his eastern tour, 
having delivered sixty lectures in fifty-five days. He will 
lecture next in Kansas, Nebraska, and Missouri. 


On Friday, March 30th, at the Manhattan Liberal 
Club, lecture by Mr. Carl Snyder, ‘‘How New York 
Might be Made a Model City.” 


Henry RowuEy will deliver two lectures in Philadel- 
phia, under the auspices of the Liberal League, on Sun- 
day, April 8, 1894. 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lestures for March: . 


Tae Women’s LrsgnAL LEAGUE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridgetavenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock. Admission free, All are 
welcome. 

Tam Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for March. 


Tur Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severance Hall, 
421 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.30 P.M. 


Tum Radical Library meets in Skerrett's Hall, Ridge 
avenue and Green street, Philadelphia. Open on Tues- 
day, 7.30 to 10 p.m. = 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1684 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free, 


. TuE Friendship Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Sundays at 2.30 and 7.30 p.m. in Warner Hall near 
Green and Broad streets. 


Tue First Secular Church of Portland, Ore., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.90 Pr. m. Katie Kelim 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-schoolin same place at 12:30 p. M. 


A Catalog of the Truth Seeker Company's publications 
sent free to any address, 
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betters of Friends. 


Straight from the Shonlder. 
ALLISON, IA., March 18, 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find money 
order for $1.50, due you on Tue TRUTH 


SEEKER. Your paper is getting better 
every day. It’s hitting them right on the 
head. Yours truly, JOHN SwANOARA. 


His Name in the Book of Life. 
Buaxkesuze, O., Feb. 26, 1894. 

Mr. E»rron: Please find inclosed $17.60 
to pay for the gallant old TRUTH SEEKER 
another year for myself and five new ones, 
who hav had the hoodwink removed and 
now want to aid in clearing the mental 
Sky of gods, ghosts, and devils. 

This entitles me to S. P. Putnam's big 
book, in which you may enroll my name if 
this reaches you in time. 

D. W. ISENBART. 


Not **Holy,? but True and Instruetiv. 
PonrAaGE, Wis., March 2, 1894. 
Mr. Einrrog: You will find inclosed order 
for $5 for renewal of your paper and for 
Thomas Paine's entire works. Icannot do 
without Tat Trura SEEKER; need it for 
reference every day. Thomas Paine’s 
works are my Bible, not ‘‘holy,” but in- 
structiv and true. I hav tried hard to get 
you some new subscribers and am in hopes 
to get some yet, as I hav a promis. Hop- 
ing for your continued success, I remain 
yours for the truth, Mrs. S. Racx. 


institutions combined, and has, in all times 
past, been the greatest curse the world has 
known. If he does this he will probably 
find a glowing light of truth that will as- 
tonish the world and put laurels on his 
brow that will be worth more than gold. 
Fraternally yours, 8. B. Davis. 


Another for Pntnam’s Work in Wash- 
ington. 

Brtmont, N. Y., March 10, 1894. 
Mr. Eprrog: We hav taken your valu- 
able paper for many years, and welcome it 
weekly as a gift of worth and wisdom. 
We look forward to the time of its arrival 
with interest, as we know we will hav a 
feast of intelligence and wisdom. Please 
find inclosed $5 in payment of our sub- 
scription, Saladin's ** God and His Book,” 
and the remainder to go toward Putnam’s 
expenses while in Washington. I hope 

soon to send an order for several books. 

^ Yours for Freethought, 
Joun Lrmovs. 


Would Make a Better and Greater 


-People. 
CRETE, NEB., Feb. 19, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Send to each of the four 


names inclosed your paper for one year 
and ‘‘Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," and to me ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought," as per your club 
offer. 


Inclosed find draft for $28. I do not 


wish to make any money, but take books, 
a8 the last three are for myself. 


I will do 


all I ean for you or the cause of Free- 
thought; whatever my commission may 
be Iwil take out in books. I will hav 
another order for you before a great while. 
Would like to circulate thousands of 
your books about here, as I think it would 
make the people more Liberal in their 
views—a better and a greater people. 


A Friend Wanted. 
OAKFIELD, Mer., March 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Would not some of your 
subscribers like to pay for my” TRuTH 
SEEKER? I am unable to pay for it myself. 
The person who promised to pay for the 
paper has met with bad luck. I hav a 


wife and four children to support by 
working out by the day; besides, 1 hav 
been used up with the rheumatism all win- 
ter. Should you publish this I hope some 
one will respond that we may not lose 
the honest old TRUTH SEEKER. 

Yours truly, J. E. LASKEY. 


Grandpa’s Bible. 
SzATTLE, Wasa., March 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find order for 
$6.50, for which please send me what one of 
my grandchildren, five years old, calls 
grandpa’s Bible, Tou TRUTH SEEKER, and 
one copy of Putnam’s ‘*Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” 

Money matters hav tightened consider- 
ably since your brother left this part of the 
Lord’s vinyard, or I should hav remitted 
sooner and also hav sent a mite for the 
good of the cause, but may do so later on. 

F. H. HARKINS. 


Sinews of War Against the Amendment. 
ATCHISON, Kan., March 2, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find draft 
for $13.50, 

I wish you to apply $5 towards fighting 
the God-in-the-Constitution amendment 
now before Congress, and please mail me 
a petition blank to Congress asking it to 
reject the joint resolution. Renew my 
subscription to Tax TRUTH SEEKER and 
send me the ‘‘Freethinker’s Pictorial 
Text-book," **Woman, Church, and 
State," Remsburg’s ‘‘ Lincoln," and Bell’s 
**Hand-book of Freethought.” 

E. A. HASLET. 


What in Place of Christianity ? 
Vera Croz, Mo., Feb. 27, 1894. 

Mz. Eprrog: In Tue TRUTA SEEKER of 
Feb. 24th you say & correspondent wants 
to know what he should put in the place of 
the Christian religion to make himself and 
the world better. Now, if your corre- 
spondent will take a suggestion from me I 
would like to say: Just substitute reality 
for superstitious notions; honesty for hy- 
pocrisy; truth for falsehood; goodness for 
condemnation and persecution; love for 
malicious prejudice; common sense for 
dervish-like howling; peace for church 
jangles and quarrels; school-teachers for 
priests and preachers; schoolsfor churches; 
honest industry for running to church 
and spending time and money for the sup- 
port of an institution that has been a brake 
to the wheels of progress; has caused 
church fanatics to torture and murder bet- 
ter men than themselvs; caused more 
strife, war, and bloodshed, than all other 


already recognized in that document. 
think that all Freethinkers should join the 


FRED TAIBODEAU. 


On the Eve of Great Events. 


ATLANTA, Qa., March 12, 1894. | 
MrR. Eprror: Inclosed please find order 


for $3, renewing subscription for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER another year. You hav 
been patient with me, and I am obliged to 
you. For several months I hav been absent 
from the city a great deal, going in and 
out on business. 


I consider it to be the bounden duty of 


every Liberal to giv support to one—or 
more—of the exponents of Freethought. 
Of these Tug TRUTH SEEKER easily keeps 
the lead. .To my mind we are on the eve 
of great events— political and religious— 
religion the warring element. 
you a full measure of success during these 
hard times, and hoping for a wider spread 
of the principles of Freethought, 


Wishing 


Yours, eto., Tomas M. TAYLOR. 


God Is in the Laws, Anyway. 
Sr, JosgPeg, Mo., March 10, x.w. 294. 
Mr. Enirog: Inclosed please find $5, 


for which you will please giv credit. 


I hav been circulating petitions versus 


the God-in-the-Constitution amendment, 
and hav got something over fifty names, 
but hav had to talk a great deal to obtain 


them; people seem to think that God is 
I 


Federation so that they can be counted, and 
then we would hav votes enough to secure 
attention for our side of the question in 
the Congressional committee-room; in 
other words, we would become respectable 
enough to be noticed and our votes would 
then be worked for. I will circulate a list 
and get n mes for the Federation the next 
thing I do after getting through with the 
petition. Wishing the Truth Seeker family 
a grand future, Iam 
Yours fraternally, 
Has Distanced the Wolf. 
Guen’s Ferry, Ina., March 8, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find $1, for which 
send ‘‘ Bible Contradictions,” ‘‘ Religion 
a Lie, a Disease, a Curse," ‘‘ Crimes of 
Preachers,” Miss Wixon’s ‘‘ Woman.” 
Iam not unmindful of my duty to the 
Freethought heroes. I will this month 
send you something to help sustain S. P. 
Putnam at Washington, and pay for ene 
copy of ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” The wolf has been close upon 
my heels, but with pluck, nerve, temper- 
ance, diligence, and manly, honest pur- 


G. G. Brox. 


poses, guided by the experience of suc- 
cessful men, leaving God, Christ, and 
Bible out of the question, and obeying 
and relying upon the laws of Idaho for help 
and protection, I hav distanced the hungry, 
devouring glutton, and if I liv will soon 
hav a special fund to devote to the Free- 
thought cause and to the destruction of 
error and her advocates. James STOUT. 


From an Earnest Worker. 
MoCatuum, Wasa., March 6, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror; I hav found one man who 
said just as soon as he could get some 
money he would hav Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
and some books. I showed him my **' Pic- 
torial Text-Book.” He was delighted; he 
had never seen anything of the kind be- 
fore. When I came home I sent him some 
of my old TRUTH SEEKERS and one Boston 
Investigator. Ever since I became a 
Liberal I hav been working all I could for 
the cause and to increase the subscription 
list of your journal. Inever was & pro- 
fessing Christian, but believed the Bible 
was the word of God until four years ago, 
when a neighbor gave us a TRUTH SEEKER: 
We read it two or three times; the more 
we read it the better we liked it; so I sub- 
scribed for it, and hav since sent for quite 
a number of books, all of which hav given 
us general satisfaction. Our books are 
nearly always away from home, but hope 
they are doing good work. 

Inclosed you will find $4 for renewal of 
subscription, and for pamphlets. 

Yours fraternally, J. N. FRIEND. 


From One Who Stands Alone. 
ASHLAND, OR., Feb. 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inelosed you will find $3, 
for which send '*Life: A Prose Poem,” a 
Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll, and apply 
the balance on my subscription. I would 
like to be able to send you more now but 
cannot; hopeto soon. I must hav Colonel 
Ingersoll’s picture, for I do think he is 
the greatest, grandest man living. He has 
said so many beautiful things in behalf of 
women; has tried to make them see what 
slaves they hav been to the church. 

I often think what a fool I was when I 
thought everything the preacher said was 
true, and did not doubt the divinity of the 
Bible. I wonder why I was so blind to 
reason. I hav more Liberal books than 
anybody else here, but not half that I 
want and hope to hav sometime. I want 
Putnam's ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” but cannot get it yet. I hav 
tried, and will keep on trying for new sub- 
scribers for Taz TRUTH SEFKER, but hav 
failed, for the cry is ‘‘hard times.” I sup- 
pose you hav heard that before. 

Ashland has the name of having many 
Freethinkers. I don’t think that half of 
them take a Freethought paper. I don’t 
see how they can be so indifferent to a 
cause that needs the support of every one 
that our liberties may be protected. I hav 
to fight my own battles, as I am the only 
woman in Ashland who calls herself a Lib- 
eral, and is not afraid to hav people know 
just what she is. Mrs. A. De Pzarr. 


Fasting and Stealing. 
March 18, 1894, 
Can God’s immortal feel envious of man- 
- kind— ; 
They in full effulgence, man still groping 
blind? 
If in state celestial they do drink and eat 


Of dainties more luscious than mortal 


tongues greet; 

If forever they liv on elixir of life, 

And with famin and death hav no ken nor 
strife; : 

Why need they begrudge us our daily re- 
past, 

And a priesthood appoint to order a fast? 

Does fasting make lighter the heavenly 
rod? , 

Or does what is saved go to fatten & God? 

Is the faster relieved, on ending each fast, 

As is the bad boy when the tingle is past? 

Or in Lent a martyr—with no meat sup- 
ply— 

While stuffing down fishes, eggs, puddings, 
and pie? 

Full of joy is the faster when the church- 
bell strikes 

The right to end fast and to eat all one 
likes; 

But what kind of a god is pleased at the 
sight 


Of one fasting all day and gorging all 
night? 

When a Christian is sick, his stomach gll 
clogged, ; 

His bowels inflated, and his mind be. 
fogged, 

No question but fasting will do him more 
good 


| Than cramming down windy or heavy- 


built food. 
But when he is choking on biblical lies, 
To vomit is better than fastings and sighs, 


In the old Canaan times some angels were 
known 

To take meals on earth when the wife waa 
alone; : 

A lamb on the altar would bring a God 
down m 7 

To partake of the roast when done to a 
brown; 

And while the tribe engaged in fasting and 
prayer, 

The God and the priest took the whole of 
the fare. 

When the God was displeased, he was 
soothed with a lamb;. 

But it took, when furious, a bullock or 
ram. 

No share now has a God, e’en though he 
complain; ; 

The priest takes the whole in an ancient 
God’s name. 


Stealing and fasting, through centuries of 
time, ] 

Hav been joined together in many a clime. 

Without tithes the fasting would be of no 
use; 

"Tis for-dimes that the priest makes for 
sinners excuse. 3 

Should the priest stop stealing, and let 
Spooks alone, U 

No need then of fasting for sins to atone. 

Now, when that will happen no prophet 
can tell; ` 

But on earth 'twould be heaven, perhaps 
in heaven a hell. L. G. Rexp, 


How and Where Did He Die? 


SALESVILLE, Mont., March 11, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: In your issue;of March 8d 
there appears a letter over the signature of 
A. D. Swan, the last paragraph of which 
reads as follows: 

Should there be any among your readers 
who hav lost relations and who think it 
impossible for any medium, an entire 
stranger to them, to tell them of their de- 
ceased friends—telling their names, when 
they died, how long they were sick, and 
many other things connected with their 
lives impossible for strangers to know, and 
who care to take the trouble and expense 
to test the subject, and find that what I 
hav written is untrue—I will forfeit $50, 
on condition that they giv me the same 
amonnt, should they find what I hav said 

rue, 

Now, I am not after Mr. Swan’s $50; 
neither am I after his scalp; but I should 
esteem it a favor beyond my ability to ever 
adequately recompense, and for which I 
should amply’ reward him, if he will, 
through mediumistic or any other power, 
tell me where my brother died. I do not 
know myself, but hav always been anxious 
to find out. From the candid and earnest 
manner in which Mr Swan wrote his entire 
letter I do not construe his $50 offer as made 
with a mercenary intent, but rather to em- 
phasize his own deep convictions, with a 
view to more forcibly impressing them on 
others. If correct in this view of the 
case, viz., that it is with an earnest desire 
on his part to convince others of the truth 
of Spiritualism that he makes the offer, 
I take it for granted that he will agree 
with me that he cannot adopt a better 
method to that end than t> giv the proof 
the notoriety of newspaper publication. 

I would inquire of Mr. Swan if this par- 
ticular case of mine and all similar ones do 
not come within the prescribed rules of 
spirit manifestation? That is, wherein 
would there be any violation of conditions 
in giving the information I desire? Could 
not my brother's spirit speak through & 
medium and tell where it parted with the 
flesh and the fact be communicated to me? 
Where would there be any violation of 
conditions in this? Am I not fair? 

Some years ago we got an inkling of his 
death through newspapers, but could never 
learn where it occurred. I advertised in 
several papers, THE TRUTH SEEKER among 
them, but no tidings came. Therefore, 
when I read Mr. Swan’s communication, 
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replete as it is with so much confidence, it 
occurred to my mind that it was a fine 
opportunity to make a publie and practical 
test of the claims of Spiritualism, and at 
the same time, if within the realms of 
probability, acquire the information de- 
sired. That Mr. Swan may be assured 
that this communication is not written in 
a spirit of banter, merely to puzzle or per- 
plex, I giv the full name of my brother— 
Henley Lybrook Burk. The rest of the 


details I leave to mediumistic power. 
Tuomas Bunx. 


An Investigator’s Questions. 
La SALLE, ILL., March 1; 1894. 


Mr. Eprron: I hav just finished reading 
John Peck’s questions to Mr. P.rry. Now 
will Mr. Peck explain some things in re- 
gard toFreethinkers? I hav been reading 
It 
has been loaned to me by one of your sub- 
I was raised in the church, 
I hav 
algo investigated and given Spiritualism my 
Every 
What is yours? 
You say you ‘take nothing on trust;" 
neither do I, I cannot believe what I am 
told, but must see and feel demonstration 
to hav faith; am free of prejudices, but am 
soconstituted that I cannot believe what I 
do not understand. My reason requires 
proof. So far as I know myself, I am of 
uncertain faith in the unseen and un- 
known. - You convey the idea that death 
Can you tell me why you believe 
so? Whatis your evidence? What is the 
faith of a Freethinker? Samuel P. Put- 
nam says: “‘ Freethought is fundamentally 
What does he 
mean by that? . Do not consider these re- 
marks impertinent, but made in all sincer- 
ity by an honest investigator, and by 
giving this your consideration the light 


Tan TRUTH SEEKER only a short time. 


scribers. 
which does not meet my demands. 


full consideration with like results. 
creed has its foundation. 


ends all. 


a method and not a result." 


may fall upon others 88 well as myself. 


At least you will confer a favor upon a 


thinker, but perhaps not a Freethinker. 
. INVESTIGATOR. 

[You inquire what is meant by the state- 
ment, ‘“‘ Freethought is fundamentally a 
method and not a result.” 

By method we mean a way of finding 
ont the truth. By result we mean an in- 
tellectual conclusion. When we say that 
Freethought is first of all a method, we 
mean that it insists that there is only one 
way of finding out the truth; namely, by 
the observation of facts, and reasoning 
from those facts, Without facts no truth 
is ascertainable, All the knowledge that 
the human mind now possesses has come 
throngh experience; that is, by the contact 
of the human mind by means of the senses 
with facts. The imagination, the feeling, 
the reason, simply as such, can giv.no par- 
ticle of truth. Thinking merely as think- 
ing givs no facts. Reason without facts 
givsnoknowledge. ‘Reason with facts givs 
all the knowledge that there is. 

What, then, is the ‘‘creed” of Free- 
thought? It is that you shall observe all 
the facts that you can, and come to your 
own conclusions, and accept no authority 
but the truth of facts, as you see that truth 
with your reason. You are not to accept 
the authority of Bible or church or priest. 
You are not to ''trust to your feeling." 
You are not to believe a thing because you 
want to believe it, but you are to believe 
it on the evidence of facts, interpreted by 
your own reason, and on no other evidence. 

This is the method of Freethought. It 
is the scientific method, and is the only 
method of discovering truth. It will be 
easily seen that by this method it is impos- 
sible to demonstrate the existence of God, 
for we never can hav facts enough to dem- 
onstrate his existence. We can go beyond 
facts and imagin God exists, but if we stick 
to facts, we can prove only that which is 
finite. If by God is meant ‘‘infinit and 
eternal goodness,” facts demonstrate that 
there is no such being; for there are evil 
facts in the universe, and these could not 
exist if there were an ‘‘infinit and eternal 
goodness." 

The question of immortality is simply to 
be decided by facts; not by one's wishes. 
What are the facts? You must decide for 
yourself, 

We do not say that ‘‘death ends all.” 
Death ends nothing; it simply changes. 
There is no such thing as annihilation. 
Bnt universal human experience shows 
that the action of the mind is dependent 


known is science. 1 
God is correspondingly going out of 
business, : 


upon the action of the body, that with- 
out body there is no mind, Mind might 
exist without body, but we hav never.had 
any experience of this and therefore can- 
not prove it. As to what is beyond death 
we can only hope. Human experience, 
however, demonstrates this: If we liv our 
best to-day, we shall thus be Prepared to 
liv our best to-morrow; and so if we do 
our best in this world we shalt be pre- 
pared for any destiny hereafter. Ex. 
perience also shows that if we strive to 
make others happy we shall be happy our- 
selvs; and if death is the close of our self- 
consciousness, we oan leave behind the 
memory of good deeds. So with every 
other question; consult facts. Don’t shut 
your eyes and dream; don’t seek for 
**faith;" don’t ask people for their belief, 


facts you can; illuminate them with your 


upon another fact or produces another fact, 
ete. Theology says, ‘‘Don’t mind facts, 


to believe.” 
mind the Bible or the church, but believe 


according to facts, as you see them and 
understand them with the activity of your 


own brain."—$Sawvzn P. PurNAM.] 


Reasoning From the Basis of Fact. 
Crayon, O., Mar. 6, 1894. 
Mr. Eprtor: Having traveled fifty miles 
to Delphos to hear a series of lectures by 
the invincible Samuel P. Putnam, and re- 


turning filled unutterably full of the Holy 
Ghost of Freethought, I feel like giving a 


few thoughts in the columns of Tar Taura 
SzrzxzR on the subjects of the God idea, 
the Bible, and the existence of the soul. 

It occurs to me from my experience in 
life that heaven, hell, and the Bible God 
exist in the minds of the people only. 
When we see the convulsions of nature 
sweeping destruction before them and its 
blind forces destroying life on every hand 
we perceive no evidences of a benevolent 


God. When we look upon undeserving 


people smothered almost with the richest 
blessings of life and beside them honest 
people writhing out a miserable existence 
in want, disease, and starvation, we see no 
evidences of a just God. When we read 
in the Bible of the many instances (Judges 
i, 19) where God could not accomplish his 
plans on account of the superior powers of 
men, we see no evidences of an infinit God. 
When we pursue the studies of geology, 
philosophy, chemistry, etc., and acquire 
a true conception of the eternity of matter 
and force, we see no evidences of a God at 
all. I do not assert that I know there is 
no God, no supreme power or principle, 
but from the evidence already given in, 
the jury of my conscience decides for the 
negativ. Since the finite cannot grasp the 
infinit, and the natural cannot comprehend 
the supernatural, we are shut off from the 
conception of a deity, should there be one. 
There may be myriads of gods in the 
domain of the unknowable, but so far as 
human conception is concerned there is 


no foundation upon which to build such a 


theory. 

To believe that there must hav been a 
God to bring the universe into existence 
is to approach the climax of absurdity. 
This would imply then that before the 
ereation there was nothing in existence, 
the immensity of space a vacuum. Then, 
before there was matter and force, how 
could a God ‘‘speak worlds into exist- 
ence?” Science declares that ‘‘ from 
nothing nothing comes.” To assume that 
matter always existed in some form is the 
most plausible theory and yet borders on 
the mysterious; bat to assert that at one 
time it was made of nothing would be 
ridiculous. We will be compelled to as- 
sume that the universe always existed 
when we cannot contrive how it could be 
made from nothing. Thousands of people 
honestly believe in the existence of a God 
because their ignorance prevents them 
from accounting for the phenomena of 
nature. The more & person knows, the 
less God does. Where knowledge ends 
God steps in and begins work. The more 
we know the less use we hav for a God. 
What is not known is God; what is 
As science advances 


` 


but for the facts they hav. Read books for 
facts; read history for facts; get all the 


your own reason; relate them with one 


another—that is, see how one fact depends 


believe as the Bible and the church tell you 
Freethought says, ‘Don’t 


‘not vindicate my propositions. 


In olden times the people believed God 

to be a real, tangible, human-shaped 
being; but now he is a ''spirit without 
body, parts, or passions,” which is an ex- 
cellent definition for nothing. They could 
eat, drink, and play hide-and-seek with 
him (Ex. xxxiii, 18-23) in the days of 
Moses, but now the astronomer with his 
powerful telescope cannot discover him or 
his abiding-place. 
. As for the Bible, it condemns itself, with 
its countless contradictions, obscenities, 
and mistakes. It being the outgrowth of 
the human brain, I treat it the same as 
any other human production. If I am to 
believe that the Bible is a divine revèla- 
tion its authenticity must be proven, and 
that has never been done. When history 
tells me of so many bibles and religions, 
and all in contention and at variance with 
each other, I am driven to the thought 
that there is a fault somewhere, and to 
place myself in a safe and satisfactory 
attitude I reject them all. 

The existence of the soul is another 
vague mystery that clouds my comprehen- 
sion when I try to grasp it. What is it? 
where is it? when did it come into exist- 
ence? and what becomes of it when dis- 
solution takes place? are questions that 
constantly arise in my mind. As I under- 
Stand the theory, this immortal principle, 
the soul, is seated in the brain. That 
which causes our identity and our mental 
existence is the organism of the brain. If 
we are to exist after death and be sensitiv 
to pleasure or pain, we must hava con- 
scious intelligence upon which it can act. 
We all believe that it requires an organized 
brain to produce intelligence or thought. 
Then, when this brain is dissolved or dis- 
organized at death, where is this thought? 


‘| In short, where is the soul? I believe 
physiology will bear me out in asserting 


that there is no thought without & brain. 
Before I was born I did not think—I had 
no soul, neither had I a brain; and after 
death willI not be in precisely the same 
condition? Strike a man a blow on the 
head and he immediately ceases to. think, 
that is, he ceases to exist mentally. Sup- 
pose the blow is sufficient to cause death, 
when and how would he regain conscious- 
ness in another world? If I cannot carry 
an organized material brain with me into 
eternity, my existence ends at death—my 
mental existence. The atoms of my 
material existence are eternal and will 
never cease to be. Formation and disso- 
lution, and not creation and annihilation, 
are the immutable processes of the econ- 
omy of nature. 

It now remains to be seen if science will 
From 
what I know of it I think-it will. Apply 
science to this whole superstitious fabric 
and it falls to the ground a helpless myth. 

Forever yours for Freethought, 
ExwgR MILLER. 


The Prophet’s Rejoinder. 


Bzaooxrnrs, N. Y., March 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: It is not necessary to con- 
test the claim made by the man with the 
badge-pin, in regard to who discovered 
“the prophet of Gowanus,” although such 
a contest would be entirely successful. 
The main point is, the ‘‘ prophet" is here. 
Our George’s version of what he wrote me 
** years ago ” is, however, not in strict ac- 
cordance with the fact; but let it pass un- 
corrected, since the allusion to that cor- 
respondence is evidently only a peg on 
which to hang a bargain-counter sarcasm, 
built on the model of the New York Sun’s 
spiteful remark about General Hancock 
during the Garfield campaign. I. find, 
upon reference to the correspondence men- 
tioned, that our George also writes a very 
readable hand, and, as an orthographist, 
leaves nothing to be desired. He gener- 
ously forgivs me for criticising his 
“poetry,” and also overlooks the fact 
that I called his stanzas verses, for which 
I thank him, the more so as he has added 
to my knowledge by showing that the use 
of ** verse" is improper in the connection 
in which I used it. But, then, I never 
claimed that one could learn nothing from 
George; the claim was that he had made 
a mistake in writing (even casually) about 
money, except, perhaps, to delinquent sub- 
scribers, or other debtor's, suggesting the 
necessity, for various reasons, of prompt 
remittance. He informs me that I should 


be charitable toward his “poetry,” be. 


cause his lines were suggested by my 
remarks, and; therefore, the inspiration 
being of something less than the potency 
necessary to screw him up to concert 
pitch, he could not be expected to produce 
first-chop poetry. In reply, let me ask 
him if the absence of infernal machines to 
his address—by express—is not the most 
eonelusiv proof that I believed he had 
done the best he could under the circum. 
stances. I am a little surprised, however, 
upon mature reflection over his accusation 
that I wrote ‘‘into the paper," at my leni- 
ency. George continues, in the breezy 
way we know so well, and are so entirely 
and completely ‘‘ mashed on," by affecting 
to disbelieve that the questions in regard 
to financ>, in the letter which caused him 
to mount his Pegasus without his spurs, 
go ‘‘to the root” of any belief he holds. 
If they do not, he must believe in sound 
money; that is to say, in money with an 
intrinsic basis of world-wide acceptance, 
If that is his position, I owe him an apol- 
ogy and hasten to tender it. But it seems 
impossible to believe that such is the case, 
for the reason that a simple statement of 
the fact would havsettled the controversy, 
and at the same time hav saved some dam- 
age to his reputation asa post. It seems 
more reasonable to conclude that it was 
easier for him to pay attention to my allu- 
sion to the light in which the gods regarded 
him than to demonstrate that the spec- 
tacle he presented to men of sound finan- 
cial knowledge lacked all inducements to 
mirth. If George had held financial ideas 
that were susceptible of being logically 
defended, he would not hav sought to 
escape from the discussion through such a 
small aperture as that of pretending to 
think he had met a proposition that was 
not intelligible. He might, for instance, 
hav answered the questions contained in 
the letter in question, which Mr. Peck 
seems to be still deliberating, or else hag 
given up. ‘‘The prophet’s suggestion 
about studying the finance question” re- 
minds our poet of the picture which repre- 
sents a priest as picking the pocket of a 
peasant while he attracts his attention to 
an apparition of the Virgin. It wonld hay 
been in order to show the reason for believ- 
ing that studying the financial question is 
equivalent to offering convenient oppor- 
tunity for picking the student’s pocket. 
Such study is warmly recommended on 
the ground that it will tend to remove the 
danger of having one’s pocket rifled by 
unstable money; if the claim be not true, 
discussion will show its falsity; but George 
refuses to argue. Perhaps he thinks he 
is arguing when he says: “If [ were a 
politician ° : * desirous of filching 
from the people, I would advise them to 
bury their faces in some elaborate treatis 
on money.” If I were a politician, there 
might be some room for this remark, al- 
though even then it would seem necessary 
to show how general study of a subject, 
popular ignorance in regard to which en- 
ables pcliticians to rob the people, could 
possibly facilitate the robbery. Or again, 
he may fancy he is arguing when he re- 
marks: '*Of course we all know that it is 
bad form for anybody except & prophet or 
professor of political economy 40 object to 
robbery." Where does he get this uni- 
versal opinion from? Who ever denied 
the right of any man whatsoever to ob- 
ject to robbery? Sensible men demand 
that those who charge that any given sys- 
tem results in robbery shall prove their 
ease before obtáining a verdict. Mac- 
donald refuses to testify, which prompts 
the belief that he fears the inevitable 
cross-examination. So, also, he may really 
think it argument when he remarks: 
“ Likewise none but doctor of divinity 
is qualified to doubt that Jonah swallowed 
the whale.” Doctors of divinity are either 
of the class that examins but one side of 
theology, or else are numbered with those 
who falsely pretend to believe what they 
hav every reason to think is false, through 
unwillingness to giv up a ‘soft snap." 
Rather an unfortunate analogy, it seems to 
me. If upholders of religion attempted 
to palm off such misfit analogies as these 
I hav noticed, on our George, I fancy he 
would with difficulty overcome his desire 
to project any handy missil, violently, in 
their direction; and he would be entirely 
excusable if the desire proved invincible. 


Better buy that barrel of kerosene, 
George. E. O. Roscoz. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for thts Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is heginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known 28 the Ohildren's Hour." 


My Right to Think. 


My right to think! My right to think! 
"Tis greater than the crowns of kings! 

And to my heart. by love-wrought link, 
Unceasing joy it ever brings. 


My right to think none shall dispute, 
Nor put a fetter on my brain, 
Whore treasury is an institute, 
Which yieldeth sweet and precious grain. 


My right to think—and thought must be 
As free as is the upper air, 

Thus shall I always plainly see 
Straight ont, where allis clear and fair. 


Freethought, thou art a jewel rare! 
Amid al! gems the brightest still! 
Thi”e is the gracious, rolden share, 
Which neither man nor time can kill. 
—Susan H. Wrxon. 
— -—— 


À Freethought Sunday-School. 


Eprror CHILDREN’S Corner: I stop 
right in the midst of my work and take up 
my pen for a little talk with you. I come 
encroaching on your valuable time, but you 
are such a whole-souled, pure, good woman, 
I feel I hav the privilege. 

Mv dear friend, I come begging this 
morning, a phrase which I presume that 
youare familiar with. I want help, advice, 
and counsel. I look around me from day 
to day and see the great number of little 
children, especially boys, loitering and 
loafing about the streets and frequenting: 
places which can but poison their young 
hearts and bring them on to manhood with 
nothing to care for, no helping, trusting 
hand to guide them, no loving, tender 
friend to rely on or help them over the 
rough placesin life. Some of them are too 
poor and present too abject an appearance 
to hope for any kind word, look, or deed 
to raise them from their present state. 

A great many of them do not believe in 
the teachings of the Christian Sabbath 
school and would not go there for fear of 
being made fun of by those who are able 
to dress better and own their own Bible 
and carry plenty of missionary money. 
And therefore a great many children with 
bright intellect, a warm and trusting 
nature, a tender and willing heart, are 
allowed to drift in all the worst existing 
elements of this world. It is not because 
they do not want to be something or some- 
body, but because they do not know them- 
selvs; they do not know what important 
place they are expected to oceupy in this 
great world's panorama. 

I may not hav the faculty to express my 
meaning clearly and I dare say I go **en- 
tirely around Robin Hood's barn to get in 
the back door;" beit so. What I want to 
` dois to organize a Freethought Sunday- 
school. A school where all who wish to 
come are welcome. Where all can hav a 
voice, to express each young idea, giv 
each child credit for its worth, teach each 
member to fully understand who he is or 
by using the words of Alexander Pope, 

** To know then thyself, 
The greatest study of mankind is man.” 

The Christians hav said if you take their 
religion from them what do you giv in its 
place. Of course a matured mind needs 
nothing in the place of superstition. You 
take nothing from them; they giv noth- 
ing; they are brought merely to see super- 
stition in another light; hav dropped the 
dark veil of superstition from their eyes 
and come face to face with truth and mind 
to mind with the scientist, the philosopher, 
the astronomer, and many others who hay 
dropped the same and become enlightened 
men and wemen. But for children, what 
do we giv them? There are many poor 
mothers who do not believe, but whom 
the Christians hav befriended, and who, 
without giving the matter any serious con- 
sideration, let their children go into the 
Sunday-schools, or go adrift on the city 
streets, because there are many other 
things to look after and attend to. What- 
ever kind of men and women these chil- 
dren make, who shares the disgrace or 
glory—who is fully to blame? Not the 


children, not wholly the Christians, but 
partly the parents and partly us. Yes, we 
talk & great deal about Freethought ad- 
vance, reform, etc., but very few of us 
act. As Mrs. Marden said, ‘‘ More work 
and less preaching would be a nobler 
creed.” This holds good for us as well as 
Christians. 

What I want to do is to act—help others 
and feel at liberty to ask for help. I 
would like to organize a school here in 
Jamestown, but know not just how to 
begin and come to you for some good sug- 
gestions, as I know your mind possesses 
them. 

My idea was to hav a library; of course, 
small at first, but consisting of good scien- 
tific books in different branches—medicin, 
ete. It would not, I think, be very diff- 
eult to find subjects for the older children, 
but what could be done with the wee 
children. I should want to make the 
meeting interesting as well as instructiv. 
There is a little magazine published in 
New York entitled, Our Little Ones, which 
contains delightful reading for children. 
It has none of ‘‘Pansy’s ” writings in it, 
nor any of her style. My dear friend, 
please offer me some suggestions. My 
thoughts travel with my ambitions and 
both travel too rapidly for my body to 
keep pace. I hope you will not deem me 
too ambitious, for I think we should 

Be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate, 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait, 

That is, do all we can; labor all we cau 
and wait patiently for our work to develop 
and bloom in beauty. ‘‘ Procrastination 
is death.” While we procrastinate the 
little tender hearts are being initiated into 
the Christian Sunday-schools, and even if 
they are again redeemed and brought to 
see the light, their feelings hav been 
trifled with, their faith in humanity and 
all that is real has been shaken. Why not 
begin now and instill the truth into their 
young hearts in the beginning? Please 
do not think I mean nothing is being done, 
for I know à great many willing workers 
are making bold strides toward the en- 
lightenment of mankind, but many of us 
are sitting with folded hands waiting for 
something to **turn up.” 

My dear friend, I hope you will hav 
patience with this very lengthy letter. I 
did not intend to write so much when I 
began, but hope you wil answer and 
express your mind. 

Bineerely in Freethought, 
Mrs. Emma CusHMAN, 
Jamestown, N. Y., Feb. 26, 1894. 


[Gather the children in. Teach them 
of the composition of their bodies and of 
the world in whieh theyliv, Begin with 
simplest things—a leaf of a tree, a flower, 
a pebble, mosses, the new grass, a piece of 
coal—anything, almost, is of interest, 
"There's à world of information and beauty 
at our very feet. There is no nobler call- 
ing than to impart knowledge. Dear, 
earnest heart, all our sympathy is with 
you in your aspirations. Thanks for your 
good opinion, which we would always 
like to merit, but do not know as we ought 
to print such praise.—Ep. C. C] ` 

— —f»-— —— 


Aeross the Continent. 

The Editor of the Corner expects to 
make a visit to California, leaving Boston 
the first week of April Her address in 
California will be the Russ House, San 
Francisco, where she will be happy to 
meet her friends who may desire to call 
upon her. She will keep the Corner 
informed of her whereabouts and trips in 
that wonderland of bloom and beauty. 

Ao nci. 
Chats With Correspondents. 

F. LiwpPuRG.— Thanks for interesting 
clippings from New Orleans Picayune. 
Always pleased with similar items, 

Iva J.—Then we were misinformed. It 
was told for a fact. . 

CHARLES Sranpixe.—Be honest, because 
it is right so to be. Thus ycu are happier 
and everyone also who may be affected by 
your conduct. f 

ALBERT OLLINGER.—No need to trouble 
about dying. You can die when you hav 
nothing else to do. 


F. H. H.—Thanks for specimen of 
quartz containing gold. Under the micro- 


scope it shows that it is like the sender, 
genuin, pure gold. 

J. E. Larmer.—Excuse delay in answer- 
ing your letter. We hav very little time 
for correspondence. 

ELLA Vinton.—Yes, our new book, 
“Right Living," is suitable for the pur- 
pose you name. The Truth Seeker Com- 
pany fills orders. 

B. THORNDIKE. —No reason whatever for 
discouragement, If you cannot succeed 
in one thing turn your hand to another. 
Your health and strength are the finest 
capital in the world. 


W. C. 8.—Shall write soon. Hav been 
very busy. 
E PPS: 
Correspondence. 


Hanna, Ind., Feb. 7, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wixos: Would you please 
tell me if there is & Liberal monthly or 
weekly magazine for children? Is the 
**Children's Hour” a magazine or book? 
and oblige a Liberal mother. 
Lizz W. CHAMBERS. 


[The editor of the Corner ofteu receives 
inquiries similar to the above. It is a pity 
that she is always obliged to answer in the 
negativ. Howlongmustthisbeso? ‘‘The 
Story Hour” is a book by the editor of 
this Corner. ] 


Sarem, Nus,, Feb. 4, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Children's Corner. My papa has 
taken Tue TRUTH SEKER for thirteen 
years. I like to read the Corner very 
much. I go tosehoolin Salem. Ilivona 
farm about a mile and a half southwest of 
Salem. We hav had a nice winter without 
much snow. I seldom go to church. 
There are five churches in Salem. Salem 
is a small town. Iam fourteen years old. 
Hoping to see this in print I will close. 

Your Liberal friend, 
NELLIE BRINEGAT. 


[The school will do Nellie more good 
than the church.—E». C. C.] : 


Soranton, PA., Feb. 6, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wixon: As I saw my.other 
letter printed I thought I would write 
again. This is the coldest day we hav had 
here ina long time. I hav a cold and can 
not go out—at least, I do not want to go 
out. I read the Children’s Corner all 
through last week and I thought the letters 
and pieces were very nice. I would think 
Mr. Heston would get tired of making 
those funny pictures so much. As my 
letter is getting so long I will close. Wish- 
ing success to the Corner and Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER, I remain, 
Your Liberal friend, 
Mary Liny Merrrrt. 


[We are glad you like the Corner. Mr. 
Heston is fond of his work and he cannot 
grow weary in a good cause.—Enp. C. C.] 


The Truth Seeker Library. 


The World?s Sages, Thinkers, and. Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. . 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
giorn; $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
yritings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ. Ed Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, Svo. Vol. I describes fully 
all religious systems of the world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 
thelatter ocoupying #72 DI being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $3 per vol- 
ume, or $5for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called "The Truth 
Seeker Library.” all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from. 
the price of each. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


With preface by 
J. M. WHEELER, Sub-editor of Freethinker. 


“Price, $1. Order at once. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SOK, MY LUND] 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. I. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: \ 

A Splendid Judge of a Woman The Ladyof the 
Club—Under Protest ~ For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery The Time.Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper. 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 

Preface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throw. in Wi h the City's Dead - An Irre- 
spon ible Educat*d Class—The Maral Re- 
spensib:lluy of Woman in Heredity— 
Wou an asan Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in ts Relati ns to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divor:e and the Pro- 
po:ed Nati nal Law 
—Lawsuit. ri eg- 
acy—Common 
‘Ren-e in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Againat 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Shouid Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
' Price.10cents. Address this office. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
; to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $i. . , 
The Seeret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Iteligion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 
Physical Education; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature, Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth. $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth, $2. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. Naw York. 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volames of Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER need & File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


SS 


JYeo Pa ications, 


mless otherwise specified, all publica- 
5 noticed here can. be had of Tux 
" TaurH SEEKER Company, at the price 


named. 


Livine. By Susan H. Wixon. 
; Pos of “Allin a Lifetime." **The 

Story Hour," ‘‘Apples of Gold,” 

« Woman: Four Centuries of Progress," 

and other works. Chicago: Charles H. 

Kerr & Co. Cloth, Price, $1. 

Ofcourse the Editor of the Children’s 
Corner needs no introduction to the read- 
ers of this paper. All know about her 
and all like her. - Whenever she gets out a 
new book they want to see it and enjoy it. 
And after they hav read it they loan it to 
their friends and neighbors. This loaning 
may seem to involve a hardship to the 
publisher, but it does so only apparently, 
for it makes more people acquainted with 
the author and so when she publishes her 
next work it has a larger sale than its pre- 
decessors. Books that their owners do 
not like well enough to wish to hav their 
delights shared by others never attain a 
very extended circulation. A book that 
appeals so to one’s thoughts and emotions 
that she involuntarily exclaims, **Oh, I 
wish mother, or sister, or Harry could 
read this,” has a future of popularity. 
This is the explanation of the reception of 
Miss Wixon’s productions, 

“Right Living” is an attractiv book. 
The printer and book-binder hav con- 
spired to please the people. This is im- 
portant. No matter how excellent the 
contents, a book lacks much in charm and 
influence which does not appear in a tasty 
dress, Beauty and vigor are in the high- 
est sense compatible, Charles H. Kerr & 
Co. understand this. 

Miss Wixon believes in right living in 
the here and now and for the sake of the 
future generations on this earth. Morals 
which come from the skies are useless in a 
world of realities. The ethics of supernat- 
tralism invariably subordinate the human 
to the divine when there is any conflict 
hetween the two, as there generally is. 
Yes, as there always is, for any concept 
which does not hav its origin in men’sinter- 
relations or which introduces extraneous 
elements pertaining to supposed supermun- 
dane wishes or needs necessarily demands 
the sacrifice of the ante the heavenly. 
Our author holds with Herbert Spencer 
that ‘fas with the physical, so with the 
ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, 
is beginning to spread amongst men, that 
here, also, there is an indissoluble bond 
between cause and consequence, an inex- 
orable destiny, a law which altereth not." 

On the first page of this paper the busi- 
ness Manager has stated the contents of 
the book here under review, so it is not 
necessary to particularize. But it is not 
easy to resist the temptation to reproduce 
some of its gems, In her introduction 
Miss Wixon says: ‘‘It is alaw of nature to 
do naught that imposes torture upon our- 
selvs, because we shrink from suffering. 
Therefore we shun those acts that hold the 
sting of pain and regret. '" ' ° 

“ We are constantly to try to know more 
of human nature, the appetites and pas- 
sions, the laws of heredity, the affections,. 
forces, environment and influences that 
make human beings what they are. As 
we learn more of the guiding and control- 
ing powers of life, we will be better fitted 
to guide, restrain, and direct others. Itis 
our duty to be ready to show by actual de- 
monstration, by example, the nobler way 
and the reasons for walking therein. Many 
would be better men and better women, 
better children, if they only knew how to 
be. Such a showing and inducing of all to 
adopt the way that is freefrom pain, vexa- 
tion, and despair, is true moral culture.” 

We may add that all would be better if 
they knew how to be, for all seek happi- 
ness, and all stumble more or less through 
ignorance, 

Again, in the introduction the author 
wisely observes: 

“The circulation of the blood is swifter 
where a function of the brain is in action. 

e should aim to bring the circulation to 
that function of the mental system whose 
use is followed by health and pleasure. A 
faculty not stirred or aroused io action be- 
comes dormant, and, after awhile, in- 
activ. Lead one to think of what he actu- 
ally is, and then make him realize, if 
possible, all that he ought to be and may 

ecome, Point him toward the unfold- 
ment of the great possibilities and capabil- 
ities of his highest nature." 

Here are a few short passages culled 
from various chapters: 

ur concern is to improve, strengthen 
and qnicken the tendrils of right action; 
in every way possible, to bring to light the 
best forces of physical, moral, mental, and 
intellectual being.” 

‘Good health is one of the requisits of 
good morals, A healthy body can sustain 
ahealthy mind better than a feeble and 
diseased body; therefore we should scru- 
Pulously observe hygienic principles, be 
true to all laws of health, and jealously 
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guard every avenue through which mi 
enter disease and infirmity. We viri 
be careful as to the food we eat, and the 
fluid we drink, that no harmful thing may 
enter the system, and thus work injury to 
ther physical; mental, or moral nature, each 
g dependent andi - 
the ote Pel inter-dependent upon 
n living a moral life, should one be 
actuated by hope of reward or fear of pun- 
ishment? No. Such reasons are both 
degrading and insulting. Animals are 
moral, but they cannot tell why. Man 
should be moral because it has been proven 
that morality is better for health, happi- 
ness, and comfort.” 

Are not ‘‘health, happiness, and com- 
fort” rewards of amoral life, and their 
opposits the punishments of an immoral 
life? Certainly. Then we are actuated 
by ‘‘hope of reward” and “fear of pun- 
ishment.” Probably what Miss Wixon 
means is that we are not to be actuated by 
hope or fear of human rewards and pun- 
ishments, but only by the knowledge of 
nature’s consequences which are, how- 
ever, practically rewards and punish- 
ments. And are we not often induced to 
choose the better way through hope of the 
rewarding approbation of those we love? 
Or because of our desire to escape their 
censure? 

**'To be ignorant is to take a back seat. 
It isto be pushed aside while learning and 
intelligence grasp the prizes of life.” 

*Ignoranee is in all directions, In 
lacking of skillful fingers, quickened 
thought to apply ways and means to make 
a living, in wastefulness of energies, in 
failure to find the channels of progress.” 

With this illustration of the imperativ 


‘need of a knowledge of the common facts 


of our every-day life we must leave ‘‘Right 
Living” in the hands of our subscribers for 
their closer examination: 

* Nature commands that we seek to 
know, and knowing, to apply knowledge. 
Of what avail is knowledge unless ap- 
plied? In a book called ‘Homestead 
Highways,’ the author tells of a graduate 
of a distinguished New England college, 
who could tell all about Latin and Greek 
roots, and who later was graduated from 
a well-known theological seminary with 
some degree of honor, who, when his 
health failed, because of over-study, went 
back to the old homestead among the hills 
and took up the plow. This man, though 
he knew so much of dead languages, so 
much of higher mathematics and of phi- 
losophy, so much of all that was choice in 
literature, went about his farm with his 
cart-axles groaning and squeaking so 
loudly that his neighbors might hear them 
a half-mile away. One day he started out 
with his oxen and cart for the adjacent 
grist-mill He had not gone far when he 
met a neighbor, . 

“Wal, deacon, ’pears like them air 
wheels o' yourn air purty dry. I’ve hearn 
’em squeakin’ more this year 'en ever. 
Why don't yer grease'em, deacon? Sounds 
kinder lon’som’ like t’ hear 'em whinin’ up 
an’ daown hili, an’ ’cross th’ fields.’ 

** * Why, sir, it never occurred to me, 
but I think it might bea very excellent 
plan. I believe father did something of 
the kind when I was a boy.' 

** So, the author says, it was with every- 
thing about the deacon's farm. The things 
wore out, went to ruin quickly because 
the deacon had no knowledge of the ordi- 
nary workings of every-day life. He 
could not decipher nature’s cost-mark.” 


EUTHANASIA; THE /ÉSTHETIOS OF SUICIDE. 
By Baron Harden Hickey. New York: 
Published by the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany for the Author. 16mo. Price, 50 
cents. 

Baron Hickey says in the preface to this 
unique volume that there is always one 
consolation in life, and that is, that truth 
will eventually triumph, and he is sure that 
when she does come into her own suicide 
will be locked upon by philosopher and 
moralist in a light far different from that 
in which it is viewed to-day. For the en- 
lightenment of the Christian the author 
observes that if the legend on which that 
religion was founded is true, Jesus ‘‘would 
occupy & very prominent place in the an- 
nals of suicide,” and to induce reasonable 
cogitation in the minds of other people. he 
givs the pith of what bas been written on 
this subject by Zeno, Epictetus, Aurelius, 
Diogenes, Seneca, Cicero, Marcus Aurelius, 
Montaigne, Rousseau, Donne, Hume, Gib- 
bon, Montesquieu, and others. The book is 
composed of four hundred numbered sec- 
tions, preceded and followed by the sym- 
bols of dissolution and interspersed with 
illustrations of self-inflicted death. The 
author's style causes us to wonder regard- 
ing his nationality, for it is forcible and 
yet peculiar, and he seems to hav deter- 
mined to add some expressiv words to the 
English language. The illustrations hav 
not made ns anxious to hasten the shuffling 
off of the mortal coil, for his dead do not 


appear to be enjoying themselvs. 
idm 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Bxv. G. T. Fox, MLA. 
Price.15 centa. Address this orfice. 


WIFE WANTED 


Who wil be a help to an honest working- 
man in securing a home which both can 
evjoy. Must be a belever in no religious 
creed. a neat and economical house-keever 
and cook. Age 25 to 30, hight 5 feet 5 inches 
to 5 feet A inohes, weight a oF Eur have 
ue eyes, light complexion, and light or golden R 
air Maidens of this description, rich or poor, By BRONSON D. KEELER. 
wherever you are (I liv iu Indiana), please write 
at once, if my description suits soi h ama bach- " QONTENTA: Tho Hebrew Ganon. The Now Tas: 
elor, age 30. 6 feet, weig 50, have dar ament. e Karly Oontroversies. e Books a 
+ ayes, dark i i First Not Oonsidered Inspired. Were the Fathera 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formation and Developmen 
of the Canon, 


gray eyes, dark complexion and hair. Am a s 
mechanic, farmer's son; would live in town if Oompetent? The Fathers Quoted as Soripture 
wife has sufficient means and desired me to. | Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. The 


The Ohristian Oanon 


Have no licentious or intemperate habits, am 3 
i tri k i 1 Paver. 50 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


reasonably industrious and economical, trusty, 
truthful, fair-minded, orderly, plain and practi- 
cal, steady, quiet and uua:suming,: average 
heath, fair school edu ation, love home better 
thau society, and will be a true and loyal husband 
tothe rightoue. Who will bsth-t one? Ladies 
will yon write to me. Good references furnished 
when required. Address "A," care Truth Seeker 
Co., New York. : 2 


Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 s- 
gear to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequens lapses 
oe virtue ot the ministers showed how little value Ohristianity 

gesses to make men mor: 

We have Just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 

additions for this new edition of the 


* Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tho weakness and 
the strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the 
niergy. 

. Notwithstanding the many additional p&ges, we have kept the 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- 


Heretics. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


‘Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
Bv Pror. F. W. Newman. Price 95 sents. 


NN. 
4 3 n. Å DU Abs 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 


slused the World's Fair on Bunday, because it is 80 holy a day that to look upon machinery of 
ral. 
Address THE TRUTIE SEEKER COMPANY, 


REDUCTION IN PRIGE OF A GREAT BOOK. 
| n 


REI 
8 


| With the eighth edition er. 
Winwood Reade's *' Martyr 
dom of Man," the cost oi 
production has. been tes 
sened so that we can redues 


I | the price from $7.75 te 


. $1.00. 


book has had a phenomena] sále for so heretical a work, second only to H ardena 
omen, and Gods and we rd our readers the pecuniary benefit of it, Phe sea en 


‘ Men, 


, “MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


ts & Very interestingly 
its martyrdom—in ita rise to its present plane, It slows how War and Religion have been oppres. 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes hir 
Intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of whas 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, 
W AR. phenitiins, Carthage and Rome, Boman Africa, the Arabs. a: nes =e 


: The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Proph 
RELIGIO eOharacter of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca Character ot Mote 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


É Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
Li BERT e Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human History 


Y Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History. 
INTELLECT gazes, of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, Ths 
i -Jigion of Reason and Love. 
“wigs reduced from $1.70 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
95 Lafavette plane. Naw York. 
1HE KESURRECTIUN UF JESUS 
AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resur-ection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilute'as Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate's Motive for Secreting 


the Bod: ; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary's Visit; Angels; Benan's Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; 8t. Paul's Account; St. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 
Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 
Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 
Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 Lafayette Place, New York City, 


— Ne pay pas 203 mr 


Of a certain year and $5 75 for 1853 quarter dollar. Highest premium: on eleven hundred varieties 
of United States and foreign coins and stamps, also Confederate money. Inclose stamp for postage 
and we send you free our 16-page Illustrated Catalogue showing what we buy. Do not delay, 
but send today; keeping eat eyes open I" may pick up coins and stamps that will bring you a 
large amount of money, NATIONAL OOIN OOQ., 832 Stock Exchange Building, Boston;lMaes. 16011 
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ROBERT G. 
[INGERSOLL'S 
WORKS. 


EM 


SS 


TEE 


Only Authorized Bditions. 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. T : 
Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 
© Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. 
Ínciuding The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, 18 De I ; 
ence, About Farming in Illinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaine for Presidency in 1876, 
The Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Clarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream, 
and A ‘fribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50cents; cloth, $1. 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. if Froo Schools, The Ponia T€ B ; TÉ 
Contents: 8 Mistak oses, Free Schools, The Politiciuns, Man an oman. e 
Pontateuch, Monday : Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars Also, Friday, Satur- 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity for a Good Memory, Garden, ‘The Fal, 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
and k vöid, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. . 
Being Six Interviews with tbe Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, d proodyn, to which is added a Talmagian Oatechism. Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1. 


dap con G.I Il in the Trial of Q. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This i 
Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. is is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Ohristians use force to repress free speech, Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Ohristian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. : 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAYED? 

Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists. Presbyterians Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flume. Paper, 2 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 
The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersoll’s rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 
A Reply to the New York Observer'8 Attack npon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A Discussion between B. G. Ingersoll Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. : 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. With Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 

In the suit of the B. & M. Tel. Oo. vs. W. U. Tel. Oo., 1886. Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. 

Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x18 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 
22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
s se * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 cents. i 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7j x 13 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on ‘the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 8 cents. i 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 8 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
aed admitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
aper, 8 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 


, The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCO CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOQLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, "e 


t the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S PUE Le ee IN ONE VOLUME. 
A .—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
x sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
^ ration of Independence, July 4, 1876; What I Know About Farming in Illiuois; Speech at Ciu- 
cinnatiin 1870, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from 2 Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis. Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Banquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Mu-t We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Fou” 
Prefaces, which contain some of Mr. Ingersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings. 
This volume has the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in hal calf or half morocos 
mottled edges, 1,957 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 
LIBERTY IN LITERATURE, — ^ 
Testimonial to Walt Whitman. et us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ad 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of Whitman, Containing alse 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT 
MLAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS: i d 
Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto. containing 838 pages. This is 
.. beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. tte mechanica. 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expense has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty itis. The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and richly tinteé 
the presswork faultiess, and the binding as per fect as the best materials and skill can make it 
to the contents, it is enough to say that they include all of the choicest utterances œ 
the sreatest writer on the topics i treated t a has d lived. 1 " bi 
Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published works, wi 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lotty thought, his matchless o 
uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poeticpower. The collection in- 
cludes all of the “ Tributes " that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brovhec 
E. C. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Jrigin and Destiny, “ Leaves of Grass.” and on the great heroes of intellectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, arguments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations df the author. 
‘The Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To helpit serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, has 
peen prepared especially for it. In the more elegant styles of binding it is eminently suited 
for presentation purposes, for any season or occasion. 
calf PER Le clorn beveled boards, gilė ed. 9848250; in half er gilt edges, $5; in half 
; mottled :edges, library style, $4.50; in ey morocco, gilt, exquisitely fi 50; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish $9. £3 UR RUMORS TO 


Any of the above seut to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post f. 
on receipt of price, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 29 Lafayette Pl Nem Ya. 


and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 


Paper, 8 cents. 


| Mot for Parsons. 


A ogRTAIN Chinaman once commenced 
attending church, and all went well so far 
as the services were concerned, but he 
could not understand the passing of the 
contribution plate. The first Sunday it was 
passed to him he looked at it and inquired, 
** Wha’ fo?” ** For the Lord," said the 
steward. This satisfied John, but the next 
Sunday, the plate being again stopped in 
front of him, he again asked, ‘‘ Wha’ fo?" 
Once more he was told the money was for 
the Lord. Thereupon a look of perplexity 
came over his face, which found expression 
in the inquiry: ‘Lord all time bloke?” 


Jonas Hanway, the philanthropist, hav- 
ing once advertised for a coachman, he had 
a great number of applications. One of 
them he approved of, and told him, if his 
character answered, he would take him on 
the terms which they had agreed upon. 
** But," said he, ‘‘as I am rather a particu- 
lar man, it may be proper to inform you 
that every evening, after the business of 
the stable is done, I shall expect you to 
come to my house for a quarter of an hour 
to attend family prayers. To this, I sup- 
pose you can hav no objection." ‘‘ Why, 
as to that, sir, replied the man, ‘‘I does 
not see much to say against it, but I hope 
you will consider it in my wages.” —Lon- 
don Freethinker. 


THH WORRIES OF GODSHIP. 


The scene is a cloudscape in God’s private 
** grounds," 
Away either up, down, or sideways, 
Where light sends its beams round the va- 
porous mounds 
In eurves, so that nothing should hide 
rays. 


His Godship is seen on his nebulous couch, 
With mien-beatific reclining; 
His volume plethoric would, seemingly, 
vouch 
He'd too well, not wisely, been dining. 


But truth bids us say that the cause of his 
girth 
Was not gormandizing erratic; 
The cause of it was, as we're taught from 
our birth, 
The union that’s styled ** hypostatio "— 


| Far closer than three-storied unions on 


| 


earth, 
"Twixt ground-floor and first-floor and 
attic. 


The bulk of a. triad should never excite 
A unit to mirth or derision; 
Remember that three in God's person 
unite— . 
Addition's more fat than division. 


“The Hebrew cosmogonist, silly old lob! 
Said God, with his phiz all congested, 

** Declares that I finished the cosmical job 
In six days, and afterward rested! 


“What, rested! The work of creation 
| WAB rest . 
Compared with my subsequent doings! 

My work for the Hebrews alone was no 

jest ; 
The smashings, and hackings, and hew- 
ings!" 


** We wish we were deaf, or that Christians 
were dumb," 
Said two of the Trinity scowling; 
** No rest ean we get from the noises that 
come 
From the simpletons praying and howl- 
ing!" ; 


**Our Son, when on earth, rashly bound 
us to grant A 
: The things, without any restrictions, 
That faith might request; but, confound 
him! we can’t— 
They always involve contradictions! : 


** For instance: from Peckham, last night, 
did arrive : 
Conflicting petitions for weather— 
For wet and for dry; well, we cannot con- 


trive . . 
To grant all their wishes together! 


“The millions of opposit prayers that 
we get 
"From farmers, cits, ryots, and fellahs! 
The sunshine for this one, for that one the 
wet— 
From makers of blinds and umbrellas; 


‘The ice-man petitions for sunshine and 
heat; . 
Another wants showers and^sloshes, 
And prays for the weather that soddens 
the feet . 
And quickens his trade in galoshes! 


A pious man asked us, in name of our Bon, 
To giv to an imbecile lad nous; 

The man was a Christian—a genuin one!— 
And ended his days in a madhouse, 


** Confound them! we'll leave the whole 
lot to their fate, 
Or send them our friend on the ‘pale 
'oss* 
Here! run and tel] Peter to lock the front 
gate, . 
And let us play quoits with our halos!" 


—G. L. MacxENzig, London Freethinker, 


| | OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


! Thumbscrew and Rack. Tllustrations sne- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. 

| donald. Paper, 10 cenis. eo. E. Mac- 

; Self-Coutradictious of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By Jobn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Peu-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illug. 
trated. By Samuel*P. Putnam. Paper, 95 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, aud a Disease, 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta. 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel. 
ligent Being. By the Editor of Tre Trorg 
BEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. i 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States, 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 centa. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Provethat the Pursuit of Pleasure is the stne 
qua. non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the Duty of Ebilanthropy. and 


Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; Daper, 50 cents. N 

The Creation of God. Tracing the Qod- 
Ide tolts Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 


Cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
By Helen 


Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 
Facts and Fictions of Life. 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 
The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 
The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 


stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 
Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper; 25 cents. 
IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought, 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant binding, over one hundred por- 

alts, $5. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictious of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath--All Days Alike 
Holy, A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland. D.D., in 1871. Price. 250. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best iikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 


objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE GIANT DELUSION. 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 3 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Tl- 
lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

AN in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance, 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 
The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 


tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
! 66full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
| tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 


trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 
Christianity a Fiction. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
Bx DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 

THE 
Astronomical and Astrologtic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 
Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 


the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


With Daughter’s Babe Upon His Knee. 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
"Life," by "the prince of orators,” Col. X. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the ae of the Colonel and the baby, ` 

urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 

'uthfully described as, '" one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
kn sw, stands alone in the living world." Ii will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanshiv. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price oniy 5 cents, post-paid, 


TRUTH SEEKER 
38 Lafayette place, New York. 


aan al 
Gems of Phought. 
Se ee D "RE 

Doorons are the statistics of vice.— 
Katherine Mabley Corbett. i 

Taere is very little difference between 
religious and political fury.— Galveston 
News. 

GrewzROSITY is the sole, thongh clumsy, 
apology for wealth,—Kate Field's Wash- 
ington. . 

Wx cannot judge a man's life by a falser 
rule than his death.— Chamfort and Vau- 
venargues. 


Tre ministers say: ** (Jod will pay those 


who work in his vinyard." They them- 


selvs prefer the cash. —Fritänkaren. 


Tae -order and energy of the universe I 
hold to be inherent, and not imposed from 
without; the expression of fixed laws, and 
not of arbitrary will, exercised by what 
Carlyle would call an almighty clock- 
maker.—John Tyndall. 


I po not see how it is possible for a man 
to die worth millions of dollars in a city 
full of pain, where every day he sees the 
withered hand of want, and the white lips 
of famin! I do not see how he can do it, 
any more than he could keep a pile of 
lumber on the shore, where hundreds of 
thousands were drowning in the sea.—Jn- 
gersoll. 


For sixty years I hav considered the 
clergy on a lower plane than the tricky 
horse jockey or quack medicin vender, 
though they hava more genteel appear- 
ance, If you trade with a jockey you will, 
at least, get an old, spavined horse, whose 
hide may be worth a trifle; if you buy 
quack medicin you may, perhaps, get 
something that will kill rats or bed bugs; 
but if you giv your money to the clergy, 
all yon get is a bare promis of a faint pos- 
sibility that if you can liv after you are 
dead you may get a harp, crown, and man- 
sion in a city of gold-paved streets that 
not one of them knows anything about, 
and, if they did, hav no right to traffic in 
it.—_ Jeremiah Hacker, 


In the National Reform party, allied 
with Rome, there is danger. Then pnt 
with this the almost universal demand for 
more rigorons laws, more vigorously en- 
forced, for the stricter religious observance 
of Sunday—the very thing above all others 
at which the National Reform movement 
aims—the danger is increased and is im- 
minent. In view of these facts there is 
great danger that through the sophistry 
of the National Reform arguments, the 
ill-informed zeal of thousands upon thou- 
sands of people who favor Bunday laws, 
will be induced to support the National 
Reform movement, and so they and the 
whole nation be delivered into the hands 
of Rome. There is danger in the National 
Reform movement.-—-American Sentinel. 


Sasra are the torn fibers of the heart 
with which the warp and the weft of life 
are woven. Weird is the fling of the 
shuttle in the loom of Fate. And, if a 
bright thread be tangled into the web, it 
is only, by its garish luster, to throw into 
deeper gloom the blood and tear-stained 
fabric of our mortal experience. There is 
no canvas of joy that is not set in a frame 
of woe. The grass is green on the meadow, 
but as green on our father’s grave. The 
sunbeams are bright on the yellow tassels 
of the broom, but as bright on the yellow 
hair of the dead. Happiness is only a 
: Ífóam-flash on the great Dead Sea of 
Misery. Laughter is a transient variation 
in the long, deep moan of Pain. Human 
life is a furnace, heated for all, seven 
times heated for many. And it is the lof- 
tiest s uls that, fused in the fires of agony, 
from the torture of Time, are poured into 
the matrix in Eiernity. The less lofty 
souls pass scatheless, even as the storm 
that leaves the toad-stool unharmed lays 
the oak in the dust.— Saladin. A 


Among our faculties the moral sense now 
alone claims absolnteness, and in these 
days, when the moral sentiment is borrow- 
ing the enthusiasm of religion, it is impor- 
tant to consider whether this reinforced 
power is using scientific methods, or 
merely giving new lease to notions re- 
lated to discredited systems. ‘The increas- 
ing tendency to invoke legal authority for 
the regulation of private conduct has suc- 
ceeded to the declining authority which 
regulated religious belief and worship. As 
it 1s now certain that the enforcement of 
creeds retarded religions progress for 
many ages, it may be fairly suspected that 
moral legislation will retard ethical, con- 
sequently social, progress, unless the en- 
forced morality be perfect and infallible. 
But it would require human omniscience 
9 determin sneh perfection; and by con- 
Sensus of ethieal philosophers our moral 
systems are defectiv, their social results 
unsatisfactory. Legal repression of moral 

erentiation is therefore, so far as effect- 
ual, practially prohibitiv of improvement, 
from the danger of the general principle 
“a in such laws.—Moncure D, Con- 
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^ It will Cure. 
Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 
Price. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891............,........ 0 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. ast 


Phomas Paine. iius- 


Was yr 25 
Ben- 
S34. 25 
ee 20. 
« 10 
h lllustrated..... 40 
pau beak Brosking. JohnE.Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
,B80n. Robert C. Adams ................ eo086 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 95 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- * 
n8m......... Neuve osa mes E us PETS Ie 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
gion. 'T. E. Longshore.............. . 50 
Issuzs oF 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
ights Ti an. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- i 
OO SERET i 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 10 
OLOR: oes ci ccegrpbeeesqu e vese noe sé esee as 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg............ 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk......... .. 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire..............; sere 095 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i 

cock,.......... Onecdonsoagsice Foote 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
& itman, with Funeral Address. 
.. „By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 95 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Bichard A. 
Proctor: 4. eee ee poe er erre no pr) ve eI . 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. À. 
Hart.......... ptt wee 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged.... -.. 80 
False Ciaims of the Churc . 
HBemsburg....... ........ PPP PPP + 10 
Issues or 1893,—$3., 
Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
. Ingerso. 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. 
. mann............. nU TE 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United 
. E. Billings 25 
Resurrection of Jesus... 40 
Handbook of Freethoug 3 50 
Religion a Curse; Heligion a Disease; Re- 
gion s Lie. S.P 25 
Design Argu 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB............ oe 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
john E Remsburg. ......... mE . 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Ilus- 
trat 8. P. Putnam........ Ear AASEN 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 7 
LLB. Sa iU» 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein.. vee 10 
Bible Inquirer. A.Jaeobson ... e. 2B 
Sister Lucy. | Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent............... eese 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
H,OWIXOB 2lclinxkk kk A aqna YXRARSEA oe 10 
Issues or 1894 — $3, 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Self-Contradiction ofthe Bible. W.H.Burr 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | : 

Yearly Subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 3 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


L, Ks Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “ʻA law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is a nim- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. : 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister's praying ad | to kill grasshop ors, 

o induce e Vel un 2 
crosade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 
Religions Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 
$ APdress THE TRUTH SEEKEB 


THE TRUTH SEEKER! MARCH 31; 1894. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doin, 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 

t con s very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
piete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as & novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work, To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 


Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 


neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, andinfanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the “Master Key to Popery.” 

. ete. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to i > qe carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, 80 powerf for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of yout. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. an 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lectnre by 
the Rey, Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham. Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in pariehes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price. paper. 1€ cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Hesex, England. Showing that ganvents 
are inimical to ohaatiby, virtue, and freedom. 
ice, PAPen PAR TRUTB SEEKER UU. 
2t Lituyette Price, New York iiy. 


AU ina Jfutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


iA condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Ohristianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price,.15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


. Biograph- 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con- 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Ohristianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

rice, 15 cents. 
' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette place. New York City 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—o— 


Anoctent Votces 
from the Sptrtt 
Realm disolose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
-to be of 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - - - 81.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N, J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in acase 
of this kind, and wili bo a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
pounded or every Occasion. 

In paper, 25 cente; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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THE BOOK THAT STARTED THE REFER- 
ENDUM MOVEMENT. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price. 95 nents. Addrean Tak Trove Rerkre. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edition. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


rS. 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chap-ers. ; 
Part IlIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
a. ters, 
Part IV.— Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap. 
ers. 


Press Notices, 


The style is forcible aud terse. the reasoning 
goon, and as the facts up n which the argument 
is based a'e large.y Christian, our theological 
friends will have some tard nuts to crack if they 
att mpt to answer them - Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— Te Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribut'on to the litera- 
ture or the nineteenth century.—Progressive 

nker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address ail orders to THE TRUTH SFEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


SURVEYORS, ATTENTION! 


A rare chance is offered fora surveyor to get a 


TRANSIT. CHEAP. 


We have one for sale, in good order, with 
Tripod, which cost $160, We will sell it for 
half-price—$80. Address 


_ LLL LLL THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Wettstein’s : Repair € 
a * 
ettstein's : Repair : Department. 
Berta, Onto. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.. Bro. Matertat- 
ist: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just three and a half 
days from the time it left this station. . 

t was put into o. 1 shape and is running 
fine, I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 

&ve ocher work in your line to bedone you 
shall have it. . E. Sire. 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. I have personali 
managed my repair department for 34 years an 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishment 
until in perfect order and closely regulated, 


PRICE LIST. 
Oleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or thre 


$1 jobs at $2.50. 
All work warranted one year. Liberal dis- 


counts to agents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBPWAL JPWPLER. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 

he Freethought Badge. 


T 
oF {the Ingersol! Souvenir Spoon. 
DESIGNER Otto Wettstein Watch. dd 


Bend for price-lists, tracta, etc., free. 
Mention Taz TRUTH NEEEEB. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R, B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 
Address Tur TRUTH SEEKER, 


DONT SUICIDE. 


Dr. West's Specific for Mental Depression, Ner- 
yousness, Prostration, 
Lassitude, IN SOMN IA Tnability, 
Loss of Vitality, Impotence,etc. Invaluable. Try it. 


Mail, $1.00. BRADBURY’S PHAMARCY, Dept. 25, 
367 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD. 
M LaL 


Price, 10 cents. 


S 


gnd who are desirous of being cu a 

booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, sealed in & plain envelope, 

H giving causes and symptoms ofthecom- 

- eves plaints, anda description of the Doctor's 

Important medica! discovery—an Oute 

ward Appliention- positive cure—the only rem- 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 

cess, Address: — Dr, R, P, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw thisadver. Vineland, N. J. 

137 I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 

LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 

1 give me their patronage and not waste their 

time and money on*Obristian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 
Loma. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABOOOK, Price. 15 conta. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. MARCH 31. 
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A PREDICTION WHICH PROVED A FALSEHOOD, 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIC JOURNAL. , 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


i k nel Ingersoll wrote to the author: “ You have earned the 
thanka EEN ANA ia a work Tu vaat digo ene md ierra Aperi 
f sledgehammer vehemence, of 808 g satire, of p . 
Fem orient feonoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible.- 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that ' Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child," The object of Baladin's work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
* This certainly is oue of the most marvelous books ever issued from he press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing.” 

In two volumes, cloth. gilt lettered, $2.50. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Christianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. 'To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. paper, 80 cents: ^ 


THE TRANSITION, — ` : 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and sciense, and of the question who) 
the veiled or allegoria] portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern scie 
n paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Some of its subjects are: A Last Interview wea. 
Man of Genius; An Essay on Stirpicultnre; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; God in the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be calle?! Sala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of strons y #rature 
like to read again and again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantio, historie, „+a, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is & story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twenty poems 
are fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one whe endured it, Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Baladin 
Yu paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


z Studies in Psychology, By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in tbe hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Cow; 
said: “This novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, * 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. - 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


: Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li. ^tiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ion; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tn. Ohurch's Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Relf- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


n paper, 25 cents. e 
THX TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


For sli of these works address 
«INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” | POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


_A Leaflet showing th ut the oft-repeated Chris- ACCOUNT OF 


tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities is a falsehood. Itought tc Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God 
Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents 


be widely circulated to meet the calumny. ice, 
5 cents; 60 cents a dozen. Address Tug TRUuTR 


SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, Now York. 


Deutfdye Sreidenker-Biidher. 


Wir haben folgende Biicher in 
dentfcher Sprache, welche fer berühmt find: 


,, Die Jerthiimer Mofes,” 
Cine fritifche Beleuchtung des Pentateuch im 
tdt ber modernen Weltan: 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol, R. G. Sngerfoll. Preis 50 Cents, 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirhe am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
bon Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents, 
“Moderne Gitterdimmernng, ^ 
von Gol, R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents, 


,, Wunder und Wunderthater, ^ 
von John Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Gianbe und Veruunft,“ 
oer LE BON SENS, 
des rémifch-Fatolifcen Priefters Jean Meslier, 
Aus dem Frangzofifchen überfebt von 
Fräulein Wnna KRnovp, 

301 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Dapter-IImfdíag und 
flarem Druck. Unfere dentfhen Lefer 
follten fte weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, ‘The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonex J. Romanus, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of. 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 


interesting of English writers upon evolution, | 


besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: t 

« Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 


evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do | 


we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . , Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical phiXsophy. . . 

All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religions mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
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B a 
Pyramid of Gizeh. 
Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 

rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By VAN BusEN Denstow, LL.D. Price, 15 cents 


Jews of the Week, 


Many steel works in Pennsylvania hay 
resumed operations. 


Ponpouanp, South Africa, has been an. 
nexed to Great Britain, 


Bens. R. Tucker will spend April and 
May, and perhaps the summer, in Europe, 


A SEVERE storm swept over Northern 
Texas last week, and the death-roll exceeds 
twenty. : 


CommanvER HEYERMAN, who had charge 
ofthe Kearsarge when she was wrecked 
will be court-martialed. í 


,CowwoponE Wurm D. Warma, re- 
tired, of the United States navy, died last 
week, aged seventy years, ' 


SENATOR Conqurrr, of Georgia, died 
March 26th. He was one of the most earn- 
est Sunday law advocates in the Senate. 


„More than two hundred Malays were 
killed in an attack upon the Spanish garri- 
son on the island of Pantar, Malay Archi- 
pelago. 

THE students at Budapest hav been 
mobbing the residences of those who do 
not display mourning for the deceased 
patriot Kossuth, 


Gun. Lord ROBERTS, ex-Commander-in- 
Chief of England's forces in India, declared: 
in a recent speech that imposts imposed 
by the Indian government are hindering 
commerce, 


Lour Kossurn, the great Hungarian 
patriot, died at Turin, Italy, on March 
20th. He suffered very much in his last 
days.  Kossuth was in his ninety-second 
year-when he died, t. : : 


Dr. J. M. PEEBLES has won a victory 
over the regular doctors of Texas, He was 
indicted for practicing without a certifi- 
cate, but the indictment was quashed and 
the case dismissed. l 


** AMSRIOAN ” laborers at Altoona, Pa., 
got together in a mob to drive out Italian 
workmen. The mob dispersed only upon 
being promised that the ‘‘ foreigners” 
should not be given work, 


Pastor C. Vinton Parrmrson and his 
viherents had to break the locks upon the 
doors of the Central Park Baptist church 
in East Eiehty-third street before they 
sould hold Easter services, ` 


Tue New Jersey Supreme Court decides 
1a favor of the Republicans in the Senate 
dead-lock case. Of the eight justices six 
are Democrats and five of these and the 
two Republicans join in the majority de- 
cision, 

CANADIAN post-office officials refuse to 
let copies of the Congressional Record, 
in which were incorporated parts of Henry - 
George's **Progress and Poverty” pass 
under frank. Such excerpts the Canadian 
government holds to be not properly pub- 
lic documents, 


Tue New York State Board of Charities 
has reported to the legislature that Super- 
intendent Brockway and the board of 
managers of Elmira Reformatory are not 
fit forth» positions they hold. Thecharges 
of cruelty against- Brockway are unani- 
mously sustained. 


T. Tuomas FonruNE, who sued James 
Trainor, proprietor of a hotel at corner of 
Sixth avenue and Thirty-third street, New 
York, for refusing to sell him beer, because 
he was a colored man, has won his suit in 
the Court of Appeals, getting judgment 
for $1,016.23. Fortune isthe editor of the 
New York Age. 


Kenneth P. SurHERDAND, indicted, 
tried, and sentenced for complicity in the 
Gravesend election frauds, has jumped 
his bail bond and disappeared. Justice 
Newton pleaded guilty and was sentenced 
to nine months’ imprisonment in the peni-. 
tentiary and to pay a fine, and Constable 
Jamieson was tried, found guilty, and sen- 
tenced to eighteen months’ imprisonment. 
Sixteen other Grayesenders hav pleaded 
guilty. 

Coxzx'8 commonweal army of the unem- 
ployed started from Massillon, O., Sunday, 
March 25. They numbered one hundred 
when the army started, but before they 
reached Canton about twenty-five had drop- 
ped out, a snow storm having come upon 
them. Chief Commissary Marshal Solon 
C. Thayer (formerly a leader at Liberal, 
Missouri) got discouraged and resigned ón 
reaching Canton. ` 


B. Lewis, newsdealer, of 250 Hanover 
street, Boston, was indicted on seven 
counts for alleged sale of obscene litera- 
ture. The jury, after a long deliberation, 
found him guilty on two counts. Lewis 
has appealed to the superior court. Count 
Zuboff, who was arrested on a charge of 
issuing obscene matter, in putting forth 
his last book, ‘‘ Violet,” was acquitted on 
the 12th inst. Alexander McCauce, a 
South End Washington street newsdealer, 
has also been indicted on a charge similar 
to the foregoing for selling a Worthington 
edition of the ** Decameron,” 
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PROBLEMS FOR CHRISTIANS TO CONSIDER. (Szz racm 219) 


POPULAR EDITIONS 
OF 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


DADA PLPLYPYLOLIOYONDPWLIYYDY 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; cloth, 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 400.5; clo., 756. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
Lite). By J. E. Remsburg. 
Portrait. Pap ,t0c.; clo., 75c. 

COMMON SENSE. (1716.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 
Revolution  Pav.,400.; clo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp. ; 
clo.. $8; leather, $4: morocco, 

ilt edges, $4.50. 

LIFE OF. By O. Blanchard. 
Pap ,40c.; clo., with portrait, 60c. 
LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and ligious Career in 
America, Franco, and England, 
and a Sketch by Wiliam C.bbett. 
The only adequate Biography of 

Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 50e. 

LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28. $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10c 

POLITICAL WORKS: '*Com- 


mon Sense,” ' Crisis,” '' Rights of 


Man ' $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on the French Rev- 
olution  Pap.,40 c ; clo.. 5c. 

TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100. 


THEOLOGICAL WORKS:''Age 
: e of Reason,” “ Examination of the 
- Prophecies,” etc., with Life of 

e Paine and steel portrait, $1.50. 


VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 
Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. 100. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CONWAY’S EDITION 
OF 


THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ‘* The Life of Thomas Paine," ‘‘ Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” etc. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's * Life of 
Paine." Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies bound in half leather, gilt 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ‘‘The Writings of Washington," *''The 
Writings of Jefferson,” etc. Price, per volume, $4. 


...For the general reader the $8 edition of Paine’s works is sufficient, as it contains all of his 
writings upon which his fame su stantially rests. But for those who desire to go deeper into the 
»ubject of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly. commend the “ Life ot Paine” by Mr. 
Conway, and this edition of Paine’s works edited by him | It is the fullest that we aro likely to have, 
and the student of history, and particularly the writer, should have it upon his shelves. 

The work, will consist of four volumes, and will be arranged chronologically. The cause of 
America, as Paine said, made him an author, and the first volume will cover the period of the 
American Revolution, beginning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with Paine’s anti- 
lavery essay, and his philosophical or moral onem while editing the Pennsytvanta Magazine; 
taese being followed by the great revolutionary, political, and controversial pamphlets which made 
such a, To panda ression 4 on the country. f the '* Rights of Man,” and hl 
. 2e secon volume will consist mainly of the “ Rights of Man," and pamphlets relatin, Eng- 
lish politics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs. R ero mie- 

The third and fourth volumes will consist mainly of Paine’s religious writings, but will also 
contain some essays relating 62 American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 
given Paine's poems. . : 

The first volume is now ready for delivery, aud the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
whole set will be taken and filled as the volumes appear, or’ the volumes can be purchased sepa- 
eately. Address THE TRUTH SE R CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Ihe Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
C^NTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
-- ptures. Including Questions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
able. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, & Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought.) g 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this voci is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. 


It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what . 
| Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
| to make our friends & most generous. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the ain Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
i WOMANS EMANCIPATION 
from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
HE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but-unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 
THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of a importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognize 
04 The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. . | Rousseau. Oastelar. Mary Wollstonoraft. 
Descartes, | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes, Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. |Pestalozzi | Marlowe. Geurge Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Eume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. ` Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. ‘ Jefferson. Sumner. rae Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. | Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. ‘Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Oady Stanton. 
Büchner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant, 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and.Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age. Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, ^ Capt. R. O. Adams, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wixon, 


‘Horace Seaver, 


J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 
D. M. Bennett, L K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillabury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
miur Wright, Oharles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
TE Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, m N. Colman, 
B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, illian Leland,  : 
Jadre C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, uy Post 


and other men and women who havé contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
Should be remembered throughout the Liberalranks. "There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of/history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

"Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is n the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ON 


This book will contain 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 
Yt will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 


This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public. and no Freethinker 


can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully posed. Eternal vigi- 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT - 


F REE 


SPECIAL AL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 


offer. 
We need more subscribers to. Tux 
Truru Seeker, and every Freethinker 


| needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 


thought.” Not all are able to pay $5. 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 


around. . This i is the offer : 


Send us Four New: 


| Yearly Subscribers at 
|regular rates ($12. in 


alb, and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of "FOUR. 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGH T, 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 


To the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, l 
post free, a copy in boards of . 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 

By WATSON HESTON, 3 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND ‘EVER 
CONCEIVED. "m 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL’S 

Handbook of Freethought. © 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 


miums there ought to be no difficulty: 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 


| seribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
me HUNDREO YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre--. 
mium of a Dollar Book—either “Old Testament 
Stories Comically illustrated,” or W, S. Bell’s 
‘Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each’ new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue TRUTH SEEKER 


| one year and a dollar book for $3. «. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 omy 
from each) does this. ' 


We want to extend our circulation, J 
and we want to help our. friends to 
help us. 7 

It ought not to be difficult to. get” 
four New Subscribers in any town in: 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as | the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names em. 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. - 


SATURDAY, - .- `- - APRIL 7, 1894 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 

Single subsoription, in advance.......cccceceensseceesscncces $3 OO 

One subscription two years, in advance......................., 9 00 

Two new subsoribers...........eece cce see sees sone att eecesan te 5 00 


One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 


p ———————— '—— — LO OO 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-office 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

. Š 98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send tis the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For.$6.50 we will send Tux Teura Szxxxn one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam's “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Taura Srrxrs one 
year ($3) and *Paine's Great Works Complete" 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Terura Szxxzr one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tae Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's ** Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 


it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 


matters. : 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taurum SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

‘For $4 we will send Taz Trurn Szzxer one year 
($3) and * The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). - 

For $4 we will send Tas TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tum Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

"This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Libera] desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers: will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


Our Weapons and Theirs. 


We indicated in this place last week the logical 
necessity that Freethinkers are under to respect the 
equal rights of all citizens, regardless of the opin- 
ions of those citizens upon the subject of religion. 
We said, in substance, that all progress depends 
upon freedom of thought and expression; that 
Freethought is a method of investigation, not a 
bundle of dogmas; that we war on intellectual 
errors with facts and reason only; that the absurd 
and immoral in the popular religion will disappear 
when increasing intelligence and a quickened ethical 
sense hav stripped them of the illusiv veil of *inspi- 
ration,” but that an attempt to punish people be- 
cause of their acceptance of any tenet or because of 
their spiritual allegiance to any church cannot re- 
sult otherwise than in strengthening the church 
thus unfairly attacked; that we must not join with 
those who would limit the civil rights of this or that 
division of our fellow citizens for fear that their 
ideas may lead to invasion of equal rights; and 


| that the misguided sectarians who want to disfran- 


chise and shut out of office their religious oppo- 
nents are the legitimate children of the inquisitors 
of the Dark Ages and the Puritans of New England. 

And while protesting against proscription as 
wholly opposed to the spirit of Freethought we re- 
ferred to the religio-political associations formed 
for the sole purpose of establishing a theological 
despotism and said that no Freethinker could giv 
his support at the polls to any member of these 
bodies. They hav left the arena of argument and 
appealed. to the arbitrament of force on the battle- 
field of politics, and, in self-defense, we must meet 
them on the ground they hav chosen. If they suc- 
ceed, religious liberty dies. On the other hand, we 
said, the churches contain many who are not in 
favor of religious legislation, and hence we cannot, 
at the ballot-box, war against the churches as such; 
only against the privileges which law has given 
them and against their individual members who 
support the theocratic demands for church-state 
union. i 

Such, in brief, is the attitude of the intelligent 
Freethinker toward the church and its members, 
and toward the theocratic societies whose purpose 
is to make religious freedom a memory of the past. 
Now, what is the attitude of the National Reform- 
ers toward liberty of opinion, and does that atti- 
tude justify us in our declaration of political antag- 
onism to that society and its allies? We will see. 
Rev. J. M. Foster, of the National Reform Associa- 
tion, writes in the Christian Statesman of March 
24th, under the head, “ What the Christian Amend- 
ment Includes.” Here is & part of one paragraph 
of his article: 

** Tt [the amendment] will require moral and religious 
qualifications for civil office. The scriptures specify 
these qualifications. * Religious convictions, 
grounded upon the truth of divine revelation, are neces- 
sary.’ * Hence it follows that weak and ignorant 
men, drunkards, libertins, Sabbath-breakers, profane 
swearers, Atheists, Infidels, plotting Jesuits, and. ranting 
heretics should be constitutionally prohibited from 
holding office. The proposed amendment would require 


that the provision forbidding the requirement of any re- 
ligious test as a qualification for office or trust in these 


"United States should be repealed and in its stead 2 pro- 


vision be enacted admitting to office and trust only true 
Christian statesmen, whose natural endowments, high 
moral worth, and fear of offending the King of kings fit 
them for representing the divine ordinance of civil gov- 
ernment.” 

Here, then, is an organization which represents 
principles the direct opposit of those held by Free- 
thinkers. This organization would deny civic rights 
to all who do not agree with it as to the proper 
way of spending Sunday. It would similarly 


ostracize men who do not pronounce with what it con- 
siders sufficient solemnity the names of its myths, 
and those who are Jesuits and Atheists and Infi- 
dels and “ranting” heretics. Oontrast this posi- 
tion with that of the Freethinker. The latter 
would not ask that people who choose to go to 
church on Sunday be denied the opportunity to 
hold office; he would not ask that persons who say 
“God” and *Ohrist" and “hell” in a peculiar, 
long-drawn-out, and reverential manner, be made a 
pariah class, although he has no more of a predi- 
lection for swearing than has the average Christian, 
and he would not wish to debar men and women 
from public positions because of their religious 
beliefs. In a word—the Freethinker recognizes 
the right of private judgment—the .theocrat does 
not, although, if he is a Protestant, he loudly 
claims that his * Reformation" was based on that 
right. 

Besides emphasizing the contrast between the 
fundamental ideas of the Freethinker and the Na- 
tional Reformer the above quotation from Rev. Mr. 
Foster justifies our declaration of political war 
against the society he represents and its affiliated 
associations. It is evident to all observant persons 
who hav given this question serious thought that 
no compromise with the theocrats is possible, and 
certainly we could agree to none, even were future 
peace attainable upon such a basis. The conflict 
between the secular and the theocratic principles is 
irrepressible. "We in America had fondly believed 
that the serpent of church and state union could not 
breathe in our atmosphere. We were grievously 
mistaken. We hav been rudely awakened. From 
this day forth it is to be a struggle for domination 
on the part of the theocrats, for liberty and life upon 
our own. Not only must we spread the light of 
criticism, scholarship, and science, but we must 
also hurl the projectils of political defense against 
the assaulting hordes of fanatical intolerance. The 
channels of investigation and discussion must be 
kept open. This will not be possible if we permit 
the champions of suppression to sit in the places of 
authority. The men who would make religious be- 
lief the test of fitness for public office must not be 
given the opportunity to put any more of their pro- 
scriptiv political creeds into the statutes nor to 
tamper with the Constitution. 

No discrimination against any class of people 
because of their religious beliefs and allegiances 
and no legislativ, offices for the bigots who would 
enact such laws if they could get the offices. 


Strength of the Church, Past and Present. 

The Congregationalist thinks that there is no 
basis for the assumption that Christianity is on the 
wane. It says “that there never was a period in 
human history when so many persons absolutely 
were interested in Obhristian churches. Prob- 
ably there never was a time when the proportion 
of Christians to population throughout what is 
called Christendom was so large as now." As 
for the first assertion, it is to be said that the 
defections from Christianity necessarily occur chiefly 
in the comparativly small class of studious men and 
women who are capable of reasoning coolly and 
critically, and hav. some leisure for investigation; 
and that, taking into aecount her great wealth and 
admirable means for proselyting, it would be 
strange, indeed, if, in spite of the increase of the 
world’s population, the Christian church was to-day 
absolutely weaker, in numbers, than she was fifty, 
one hundred, or five hundred years ago. But when 
it is asserted that she is probably relativiy stronger 
numerically than she was at any previous time in 
her history, it is using very mild language to say 
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We cannot afford to make this premium to single | Christian temperance, indeed! We know of several 


that the averment is absurd. Once she held entire 
nations in the thrall of her superstitions, and no 
man dared question the divinity of her self-declared 
mission. In this age, scientific, critical, and his- 
torical assaults upon her position hav forced her to 
drop dogma after dogma in order to retain the 
support of those of the more intelligent people who 
are not hopelessly lost to her, and it is this very 
letting down of the bars which has enabled her to 
keep within her pale multitudes who hav no belief 
in nor respect for the Christianity which was su- 
preme a few centuries ago. Once she held the 
brain of Christendom in her grasp, and all men 
served her through hope of heaven and fear of hell. 
To-day tens of thousands of the keenest thinkers 
do not pretend to work for her, and other tens of 
thousands lend her their pens only because she is 
a mighty social force and a well-oiled political ma- 
chine. Others, again, serve in her ranks because 
they think she is permanently reformed. But this 
is a delusion. The theological leopard has not 
changed her spots. Catholic and Covenanter are as 
ambitious, rapacious, and intolerant as ever. All 
they lack is power to reinaugurate the reign of re- 
ligious terror. 


Wanted—More Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Tax Taura Szrxer. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tue Trura SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
. the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought," and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all) we shall send & copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
seribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two splendid works—The “Old Testament, Stories 
Comically Illustrated," or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who geta 
up the club and sends the money and names. 


subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and. other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taz Truru Surxer. We are willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s recent trip through the South 
was a kind of triumphal tour. The heartiest of 
receptions greeted him everywhere, and in Memphis 
and Chattanooga the hotel-keepers even refused 
payment of their bills. He and his party didn’t 
owe them anything, they said. And he must come 
again. This will make Louis Levine’s heart glad, 
for it shows that his sunny Southland is getting 
ahead intellectually to appreciate the Great Heretic 
to such an extent. 


On the 22d of February, at Welland, Ontario, 
died John Ray, aged eighty-eight years. Mr. Ray 
was one of the stanchest of Canadian Freethinkers. 
Born in Huby, England, he was trained in the prin- 
ciples of the Church of England until he was eigh- 
teen. For the next twenty years he attended the 
meetings of the Friends. Then he came to Canada 
and was for thirty years a member of the society of 
Friends. He was past sixty-eight years of age 
when he came out into the unfenced fields of Free- 
thought. He retained his mental powers to the 
last and died without fear. 


The Independent observes, anent the recent less- 
ening of Sunday freight traffic on the Erie, that “it 
is a serious thing to rob men of their rest day, and 
still more serious to rob God of what is his due.” 
We hav always said that the Sunday-law people 
cared far more for “God’s honor” than they did 
for the laborer's tired body. Just think of the ab- 
surdity of the idea that man can “rob God of what 
is his due”! What babyish superstition! As to 
the laborer’s due there is not the slightest need of 
interfering with Sunday work .or pleasure in order 
to giv him all the rest he requires.. 


Speaking of the bill recently before the New York 
legislature, which proposed to permit the people of 
this city to vote upon the question of allowing the 


sale of liquor on Sunday, the Zndependent observes: 


«To compel men engaged in legitimate and useful 
business to close up on Sunday, and allow those 
conducting the infernal traffic in intoxicants to open, 
would be an unspeakable outrage.” 

We would hint to our neighbor that the compul- 
sory. closing up of * legitimate and useful business" 
is itself an “unspeakable outrage,” which such a 
journal should be ashamed to sanction. 


The House Judiciary Committee by a majority 
vote has laid the Morse-Frye joint resolution on the 
table. Representativ Stone mae.a vigorous speech 
against such action, but the Democrats voted solidly 
to table. So the resolution will not be reported, 
either favorably or unfavorably, as the adoption of 
the motion to table prevents a minority report 
being made. The theocrats now hang their hopes 
on the possibly friendly action of the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee. It will be just as well for our 
friends to hold all blank remonstrances, and those 


which hav been signed, ready for such an emergency. 


The enemy has not gone to sleep. 
TEM UMEN 

The Women's Christian Temperance Union in 
Australia is devoting itself mainly to attempted 
enforcement of Sunday laws and the Christianizing 
of the public schools. It is animated by. the 
identical spirit which spurs into pernicious activity 
the same organization in this country. What could 
be expected of a society whose name is a falsehood ? 


good Freethinking women who, in some inexplicable 
way, hav been decoyed into that reactionary organ- 
ization. How they can feel at home there—if they 
do—is more than we can understand. Will not the 
Union’s open championship of Sunday laws and the 
Christian amendment open their eyes? 


“We want not the right to speak or pray in the prayer 
meetings, the question that a certain brother talks so 
glibly of introducing into the next ministers’ confer- 
ence. What care we for that? We should spur it! We 
are South Carolina women—South Oarolina Baptist 
women. We stand by the Bible, and are not ignorant 
of some things that Paul has said,” 

So writes a woman correspondent of the Baptist 
Courier. This utterance well illustrates the condi- 
tion of mind in which faith in the Bible as a divine 
authority leaves its unhappy victims. There are 
no other such abject slaves as those who love their 
chains. 


** There is religion enough in the world. It is Chris- 
tianity, the religion of Christ, that the world needs. The 
world was religious before Christ came, and it has never 
ceased to hav religion.”—Journal and Messenger, 

Will the Journal and Messenger kindly inform 
us which of the one hundred and furty-odd sects in 
this country has the genuin “religion of Christ”? 
Or must we wait until we get Jesus into the Con- 
stitution before we can hav an authoritativ answer ? 
What is there in the religion of the “son of the 
carpenter” that is so essential, so superior to any 
and all other religions ? 


The Christian Advocate is not inclined to place 
much faith in the “supernatural communications 
of facts” and gift of prophecy of Mrs. “ Landaulet " 
Williams and her small band of followers, who re- 
cently retired from the world to fast for forty days 
on claret and crackers. Dr. Buckley thinks that 
“many would join them if they could hav all the 
claret they wished.” He says that these two arti- 
cles “contain sufficient of the elements of nutrition 
to keep persons, not exposed to the elements or en- 
gaged in physical labor, healthy for at least eleven 
months.” The good doctor is decidedly rationalistic 
when dealing with modern frauds, but does not 
seem to see quite so clearly when gazing at ancient 
marvels. Distance appears to lend a hypnotic 
glamour to his view. 


“If any mau can make truth, righteousness, and love 
Atheistic, then there is no God worth honoring in the 
universe.” — Unity. 

We think it a fair assumption that Unity means 
that if men can be truthful, just, and lovigg without 
belief in God, then there is no God in the universe 
worth their worship, for they hav in themselvs the 
moral attributes popularly assigned to him, and so 
will gradually elevate the race by means of these 
inward forces working for righteousness. Certainly 
there are many Atheists who possess all these qual- 
ifications of mind and impulse. But it may be that 
Unity wants the Atheist to prove that the attributes 
named do not hav their source in the thoughts of 
God. If so, we would remind it that as it affirms 
God the burden of proof is not ours but its own. 


Father A. Lambert, a noted missionary of the 
Redemptorist Order of the Roman Catholic church, 
has renounced his allegiance and allied himself with 
the Protestants. In his letter of resignation he says 
that the “intolerance and duplicity” of the Catho- 
lic priesthood has “become utterly unbearable " to 
him. And he adds, in conclusion: 

‘Some may now condemn me, but I intrust my cause . 
to the almighty and to his son, Jesus Christ. I know 
ngw Clearly that those who believe in Christ shall be 
Saved. Ibelieve in him. I resign myself unto his loving 
care and I feel sure he will not forsake me." ` 

It would appear that Father Lambert, in his en- - 
deavors to shun Scylla, has fallen into Charybdis. 
He will find plenty of intolerance and etsy) in 
the Protestant priesthood. 


As we must get out our church taxation pamphlet 
before the New York Constitutional Convention 
meets in May, we are obliged to divide Mr. Watts’s 
last installment of Notes into two, perhaps, three, 
parts. In this week’s paper he tells us more about 
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the * Atheist Shoemaker” story. The Methodists 
and other Christians hav much to say about Mr. 
Holyoake’s alleged “ Vindications” of Hugh Price 
Hughes, but they are very careful not to print any 
part of Mr. Foote’s exposure of the original story 
and his thorough analysis of the * 'Vindications." 
On the other hand, Mr. Foote has published in the 
Freethinker all that Mr- Holyoake has written, 
although the latter gentleman's articles were pre- 
pared for first insertion in the Methodist Times. 
This illustrates anew the difference between the 
Christian and the Freethought conception of fair 
play. 

William H. Artman, living a few miles from Tell 
City, Indiana, trampled his wife and one of his chil- 
dren to death, and the other children fled for their 
lives. Religious excitement was the cause of Art- 
man’s insanity. Revivalists will hav much to answer 
for in “the day of judgment”! 


Up at Mt. Kisco and other places on the Croton 
watershed, whence comes the water consumed by 
New York’s great population, there has recently 
been discovered much filth which must inevitably 
pollute our water unless removed. Several nui- 
sances had to be abated. One of these was a pond 
at Mt. Kisco. On “Easter” Sunday a gang of 
workmen were engaged in filling it when a pious 
Methodist and an equally pious Presbyterian came 
along on their way to church. They were shocked. 
They ordered the men to quit work. The laborers 
did not obey, whereupon warrants were sworn out 
and two were arrested. But new men were put on 
and the work was continued and completed. 
Cleanliness is much more conduciv to both physical 
and moral health than is godliness when godliness 
opposes cleanliness for the sake of a fragment of 
time which cannot be hurt. 


ee 

In the Asiatic Quarterly Review, London, Bert- 
ram Mitford, F. R. G. S., reviews the treatment of 
ihe Matabeles by the English. Although King 


Lobengula’s ambassadors were shot while trying to. 


escape, two white traders who were in Lobengula’s 
capital were found unharmed when the English 
took the place. The Literary Digest givs the gist 
of Mr. Mitford’s conclusion in these significant 
words: 

“The proselytizing zeal of English clergymen, 
‘whooping for Matabele blood’ in order to further ‘the 
spread of the gospel’ among the Mashonas is credited 
with having played an efficient partin the tragic program, 
The writer advocates the reconstruction of the Matabele 
under one responsible head and insists that a crowd of 
missionaries should not be forced on it.” 

Did not Jesus say that he “came to send iol 
peace but a sword"? And must not he be proved 
a true prophet? 


At the legal hanging of Daniel Gilchrist at Rock- 
ingham, North Carolina, the officiating minister took 
for his text: “I hav fought a good fight; I hav 
finished my course; I hav kept the faith.” Follow- 
ing the sermon came this hymn: “Servant of God, 
well done.” Both minister and murderer were 
white. We do not wonder that the Zndependent 
says: “Really, we think something more appro- 
priate might. hav been selected"; but that paper 
needs to be reminded that so long as belief is neces- 
sary to admit a man to heaven, while in the absence 
of such belief good conduct won't save him from 
hell, such scenes will be possible. 


Editor Brown of the Ram’s Horn boasts of the 
alleged fact that he was once an Infidel. How he 
was converted is told by a Western paper: 

** Brown went to a Moody service to ‘ write up’ that 
preacher in a humorous fashion, and in the midst ofa 
sermon on the ‘ Prodigal Son,’ Moody suddenly pointed 
straight at Brown in the gallery and exclaimed with im- 
passioned earnestness: ‘Sinner, that father is your God!’ 
Startled as if addressed by name, Brown dropped pencil 
and tablet, and turniug to a man sitting beside him, 
asked: ‘Is that so?’ ‘Yes, it's all true,’ was the reply. 
It led to Brown's conversion." _ 

Assuming this story to be true, we are free to 
admit that Mr. Brown was duller as an Infidel than 
he is as a Christian and we are very glad that Mr. 
Moody rescued him from oblivion. A man who could 
be “taken in " that easily belongsin thechurch. He 
would soon strangle in an atmosphere containing a 


normal amount of ozone. What a collection of 


“converted Infidels” the church has gotten to- 
gether! 


** What the people of our states and of our nation must 
Come to is the expression in fundamental law of the will 
of the people as subject to the will of Christ, and the lay- 
ing down of that diviue law by the people as the authori- 
tativ rule for the administration of the government in 
all its departments, legislativ, executiv, and judicial."— 
Christian Reformer. 

In other words: What the people of our states Mid 
of our nation must come to is the subordination of 
the civil power to the religious; the absolute rule of 
the church through her officials, the priests, in all 
departments of the government, and the smothering 
out of all new ideas, of all theories, principles, and 
methods of social development not in harmony with 
these priests’ interpretation of a book called the 
Bible. This, in plain English, is the ultimatum of 
the ecclesiastical power as represented by the 
National Reform’ Association, the Women's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, and affiliated societies 
which are behind the God-in-the-Constitution 
amendment now in the Judiciary Committees of the 
House and Senate. 


Rev. H. H. George observes that “what God has 
joined together no man shall put asunder.” But 
the question is, How do you know that God has 
joined together a certain man and woman? Your 
Jesus is reported to hav declared that the tree was 
to be known by its fruits. You say your God is 
perfect, and if this is so and if he does actually join 
men and women in matrimony these heaven-made 
unions should produce only peace and happiness. 
Do they always? Is there a particle of evidence to 
prove that marriages are consummated in heaven? 
All this talk about God’s authorship of marriage is 
in the interest of the priest, who by the acceptance 
of the idea is enabled to extend and perpetuate his 
malign power over mankind. Mr. George further 
avers that there are fifty millions of people in this 
country who want God’s law of indissoluble mar- 
riage rather than the existing systems of marriage 
with more or less easily-procured divorce. Fifty 
millions? Why did not the reverend gentleman 
claim’ the entire population of the country and be 
done with it? 


The article upon church property which appears 
in this and succeeding issues of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
will be made into & pamphlet immediately upon 
completion. The book will be a vade mecum, as 
the pedants say, upon the subject, and is designed 
as a handbook for those who object to being held 
up by the tax gatherer and forced to pay other 
people’s taxes. 

This question will be brought before the New 
York Constitutional Convention, which meets in 
May, and every delegate shall be supplied with this 
pamphlet. We also desire to place it in the hands 
of every editor and legislator in the state—and in 
the country, if we can—with requests for notice 
and discussion. We also want to circulate it gener- 
ally and generously. The price for single copies 
will be low (we will announce it as soon as the cost 
is determined) and in quantities still lower. 

To distribute it as it should be we want help, 
particularly from the Liberals of New York state, 
though it will not be refused from anybody. It is 
a national question and work done in one state 
helps in others. Those who feel like helping can 
send such sums as they can spare and will receive 
pamphlets to the amount of their donation. 

The more we receive the wider will be the circula- 
tion of the pamphlet. Every Liberal is interested 
in this question, and we hope will help us to dis- 
tribute thousands. 
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Dr. H. K. Carroll, in his “ Religious Forces of 
the United States,” puts the number of communi- 
cants of Protestant churches at 14,180,000, and 
then multiplies this number by three and one- 
half, on the supposition that there are two and one- 
half adherents, including young children, for each 
communicant, making a total of 49,630,000. Catho- 
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lic communicants number 6,257,871, to which he 
adds fifteen per cent to make up the total of Catho- 
lic adherents, 7,362,000. Catholic and Protestant, 
56,992,000. Total population (1890), 62,622,250. 
Difference, 5,630,250, which number includes the 
Jews, Latter Day Saints, Freethinkers of all 
classes, Theosophists, and the indifferent. 
these figures approximately correct? 
of the Congregational Olub of Chicago Professor 
Henderson of Chicago University displayed these 
estimates with much pride, but his colleague, Pro- 
fessor Taylor, said he had studied church statistics 
and they would not stand inquiry. 
at Hartford he had been unable to find a living 
person to answer to two hundred and fifty of the 
five hundred and twenty names on the membership 
roll. Every church he had been connected with in 
his twenty years work in the ministry was in a 
similar condition. What has Statistician Carroll to 
say to this? 


Are 
At & meeting 


In his church 
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The urgent need of vigilance in guarding against 


the encroachments of the Sunday worshipers can 
not be too often insisted upon, and it is of the ut- 
most importance that the Federation be abundantly 
supplied with money for use in emergencies. 
our readers are already informed, a Sunday bill for 
the District of Columbia is now pending in both 
Houses of Congress, and a National Sunday law 
bill is prepared and will be introduced at this ses- 
sion, unless its friends get frightened off, which 
is scarcely possible. 
plish by means of a National Sunday statute is told 
by Rev. J. M. Foster in his article on the scope of 
the Christian amendment. 
before the adoption of the amendment would be 
unconstitutional, as are all present Sunday laws, 
but such a trifle would not of itself prevent its 


As 


What it is intended to accom- 


A National Sunday law 


passage. Mr. Foster says: 


‘It will, therefore, be imperativ that the law adopted 
by Congress in 1810 and observed ever since, that the 
United States mail be carried and distributed on Sabbath 
be repealed, and the mail service be discontinued on the 
Lord's day. It will also be obligatory on the general 
government to prohibit inter-state commerce on Sabbath. 
The running of railroad trains, the issuing and selling of 
Sunday papers, and carrying on of Sunday excursions 
will be unlawful on the Sabbath day." 


This is, in brief, the program for National Sun- 
day legislation, and the District bill is the entering 
wedge. Mr. Putnam will hav to go to Washington 
again this spring or summer. E. C. Reichwald, 65 
South Water street, Chicago, is the treasurer of the 
Freethought Federation. 


sO ey 
This Week’s Cartoon. 

Astronomy proves that the boundless realms of space 
are filled with innumerable planetary bodies, It is but 
reasonable to suppose that many of these bodies are in- 
habited by rational beings similar to man, and if such is 
the case, then all the inhabitants of all these worlds hav 
either remained in & state of sinless purity, or some of 
them hav transgressed God's laws and ‘‘fallen” as theo- 
logians claim man has in this world. But if some of 
the inhabitants of other worlds hav ‘‘fallen,” then, &o- 
Cording to the orthodox plan of salvation, a savior would 
be needed for each and every world thut had sinned! 
But as God has but one ‘‘only begotten son,” who was 
sent expressly to this world, then God must invent a new 
scheme of salvation, beget more ‘‘ only sons,” or let them 
all go to eternal damnation. The Christian assumes that 
** man is the chief object and end of all of God's creations, 
and Created for the purpose of worshiping and glorifying 
his Creator,” then, allowing them this assumption, it 
follows that if none of these other worlds are inhabited 
by rational beings or man, there ig a vast lot of un- 
occupied territory which will forever remain untenanted, 
and from whose mighty depths no prayers nor songs of 
praise.will ever be heard, and thus the ‘‘chief end and 
sim " of God's Creativ purpose becomes a failure. It is 
well for thinking Christians to consider this problem, 
for there are but two horns to it, and no matter which : 
they seize or reject they will find the whole Christian 
scheme ripped open by the other. In contemplating the 
vastness and grandeur of the universe with its countless 
worlds separated by appalling distances, all moving in 
majestic harmony and order in obedience to one great 
law, the law of necessity, how foolish, aye, how con- 
temptible seems the Biblical Jehovah with his petty 
whims and passions, and how utterly childish the entire 
scriptural narrativ with all its narrow dogmas! Looking 
into the starry depths of space the thoughtful mind is 
convinced of the comparativ insignificance of this world, 
the falsity of Christian dogmas, the ignorance of so-called 
inspired writers and revelators, the littleness and use- 
lessness of either à multitude of gods or one. 

Watson HESTON, 
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CHURCH PROPERTY. 


Should It Be Exempt from Just and 
impartial Taxation? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


e 


An Argument for Equality of Taxation, and a State- 
ment of Facts, Giving, from the Census of 1890, the 
Value, by Denominations, of Church Property iu the 
United States and in the Several States and Terri- 
tories and in All Cities Having 25,000 or More 
Inhabitants; so Arranged as to Show at a Glance 
the Relative Standing as to Wealth of the Leading 
Denominations and Denominational Groups.—Also, 
Much Other Matter of Especial Interest to Certain 
Cities, States, and Sections.—All Comparisons and 
Percentages Based Upon Official Figures. 

^I — 
Chureh Wealth by Denominations. 
The total value of church property in the United 

States, by the census of 1890, is $679,694,439. 

The census figures were revised in only a few par- 

tieulars, as we are informed by H. K. Carroll, LL.D. 

from whose work, Vol. I. of “The American Church 

History Series," all the figures in this paper are 

taken. Mr. Carroll had charge of the division of 

the Census office which directed the gathering and 
compiled the statistics of churches. 

Following this will be found a table giving in the 
order of their magnitude the holdings of all the de- 
nominations. The six divisions of the Adventists 
are grouped together and the property of all 
lumped in one sum. The same procedure has been 
followed in the case of the Baptists, with their thir- 
teen divisions; the three branches of the River 

Brethren; the four branches of the Plymouth 

Brethren; the seven Catholic bodies; the two divi- 

sions of the Christian church; the eight Com- 

munistic societies; the four schools of Dunkards; 
the four bodies of Friends; the two divisions 
of the Jews; the two churches of Latter Day 

. Saints (Mormons); the sixteen Lutheran sub-denom- 

inations, with the independent congregations under 

that name; the twelve bodies of Mennonites; the 
seventeen divisions of Methodists; the twelve Pres- 
byterian churches; the two wings of the Protestant 

Episcopal church; the three divisions of the Re- 

formed church; the two wings of the United Breth- 

ren; and the various Independent Congregations, 
except the Lutheran. 

The same system has been carried out in all the 
tabulations by states. 


1. Methodist (17 bodies)............................ $132, 140, 179 
2. Oatholic (7 bodieg)....... ................ soos 118,371,366 
3. Presbyterian (12 bodies)... x} 94,869,097 
4. Protestant Episcopal e bodies)... sese 82,835,418 
5. Baptist (18 bodies)... seen. 82,892,423 
6. Congregationalist ................... eee eese . 48,335,437 
7. Lutheran (16 bodies)........................ eee 85,060,354 
8, Reformed (8 bodies).............................. 18,744,242 
9. Disciples of Christ.................... eese 12,206,038 
10. Unitarian........... eese reete rene 10,335, 100 
11. Jewish Congregations (2 bodies)............. 9,754,275 
12. Universalist............... eee cesse cene 8,054,888 
18. United Brethren............. 4,937,588 
14. Evangelical Association...... 4,'785, 680 
15. German ions Far Synod 4,614,490 
16. Friends (4 bodies)............. 4,541,884 
17. The Christians (2 bodies)....... 1,775, 202 
18. Independent Congregations............. ve . 1,486,000 
19. New Jerusalem. .............. eee 1,386,445 
20. Dunkard (4 bodies). ........................ osese. . 1,802,031 
21. Adventist (6 bodies)............................. . 1,236,345 
22. German. Evangelical Protestant............. 1,187,450 
98. Latter Day Saints (2 bodies).................. 1,051,791 
24. Moravian .........ccccccccsscossscccescccteeneceneeees 3 681,250 
25. Mennonite (12 bodies)........................... 643,800 
96. Church of God (Winebrennerian)... 643,185 
27. Spiritualists. .......... cese eere 578,650 
28. Christian Union........................... 234,450 
29. Communistic Societies (8 bodies) 106,800 
80. River Brethren (3 bodies).......... 81,350 
81. Catholic Apostolic (Protestant). 66,050 
82. Chinese Temples...................... : 62,000 
33. Christian Soeientists...................... —— 40,666 
84. Salvation Army. ieienee aducocestses.c 88,150 
85. Friends of the oos le. fice 15,300 
86. Church Triumphant, (i Schweinfurth)... esses : 15,000 
87. Schwenkfeldians ...............ccsccssesceserecesers 12,200 
88. Social Brethren... — 8,700 
89. Christian Missionary "Asociation..........-- 8,900 
40. Christadelphians .................. eere cn 2,700 
41, Plymouth Brethren (4 pedis) A A 1,465 
43. Theosophical Society... ae — 60 


ADDITIONS SINCE 1890. 

It is estimated that to the above aggregate is to 
be added thirty million dollars for each year since 
1890, that sum being put into church buildings 
annually. This would make the grand total of 
church property at this time in the United States 
$769,694,439 by the census. The value of all prop- 

erty has ‘suffered a shrinkage during the past two 


holds first, second, third, or fourth place in all the 

cities in the state is then recorded. Such explana- 
' | tory remarks as seem to be demanded by exceptional 

conditions in any state or city are added. 


years, but church property i is known to be listed 
very much below its taxable value, so it will be per- 
fectly safe to say that there is now in this country 
an aggregate of $800,000,000 of untaxed church 
property. By some careful computers it is put at a 
much higher figure. 

To thie $800,000,000 of untaxed church property 
should be added another very large amount for sec- 
tarian schools, charitable institutions under church 
control, and various other adjuncts of the churches 
that in one way and another escape taxation. Let 
the reader turn to “ Ohio” and he will find a list of 
properties in and near Cincinnati which belong in 
this class of subsidiary church property and are not 
taxed. 

Denominational Wealth by States. 

In the pages that immediately follow will be 
found tables giving the wealth of the leading de- 
nominations or denominational groups by states. 
After the tables there is stated, approximately, the 
proportion of the total church property in the re- 
spective states held by one denomination, and by 
two, three, and five denominations. Next is given 
the total of church property in each city of the 
first, second, and third class in the state, with the 
amount owned by the leading denominations or 
groups. The number of times any denomination 


Alabama. 

In this state the total value of church property is 
$6,768,477. The leading denominations are: 

$2,978,988 Oatholic................ 

2,110,862 Jewish Cong.......... 


Presbyterian... 819,255 Oongregationalist .. 
Prot. Episcopal... 655,752 Disciples of Christ.. 78,185 


The wider the diversity of religious opinions the 
greater the religious liberty of the citizen. Con- 
centration of vast wealth in the hands of one 
church or of a few churches is not conduciv to the 
public welfare. This is the unanimous verdict of 
history. The more wealthy a church is, the more 
does it receive from the state by the exemption 
of its property from taxation, not only absolutely 
but also relatively. In such a case, the exemp- 
tion fund is a pure luxury which labor presents to 
ecclesiastical power; and in order to place all de- 
nominations òn a level, this favoritism would need 
to be balanced by an appropriation to the poorer 
churches equal to the exemption of the rich. 

In the United States there are forty-three de- 
nominational groups, composed of one hundred and 
forty-three denominations. The differences between 
the denominations of the same group are very slight 
in nearly all instances, in many cases being only his- 
torical or sectional. For statistical purposes all the 
denominations of each group may be treated as one 
denomination, and they are so considered through- 
out this paper. 


Methodist........... 
Baptist 


A glance at the figures which give the wealth of 
the churches of Alabama shows that one denomina- 
tional group owns more than a third of all the 
church property in the state; that two denomina- 
tions own nearly -two-thirds of the total, while 
of the whole In other words, the state of 
Alabama, in appropriating money for the propa- 
gation of religion—an act in itself unconstitu- 
tional—bestows more than one-third of its bounty 
upon one denomination, and gives to all in 
the direct ratio of their wealth, thus helping that 
church the most which is the most able to help itself, 
while the weaker denominations, which are unable 
to build many or costly edifices, and are compelled 
to worship in private houses, get comparatively noth- 
ing. These observations, taken in connection with 
the considerations presented in the general argu- 
ment, demonstrate conclusively that, in whatever 
light the tax exemption question is viewed, such ex- 
emption is seen to be inherently inequitable, vicious, 
and demoralizing. 

What is true of Alabama is true in degree of all 
the states, and the criticisms here made apply in 
the cases of all, but the évil of concentration is 
greater in the Southern than in most of the Eastern, 
Western, and Pacific Coast states, and, by a curious 
and instructive but not surprising coincidence, the 
older and more rigidly orthodox Protestant doc- 
trines are clung to with greater tenacity in the 


0 former division of states than in the latter divisions, 


&nd also dissenters are more harshly treated there, 
as the persecution of the Adventists in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Maryland, and Tennessee bears witness. 
Not only are the ultra evangelical denomina- 
tions relatively stronger in the Southern than in 
most of the other states, but there is within their 
own pales less of the leaven of the new and tolerant 
religious thought than there is in the same denomi- 
Speaking 


nations north of Mason and Dixon’s line. 


five denominations own sixty-four sixty-sevenths |? 


of the Presbyterian church north and south, the 
New York Independent says: ‘The smell of higher 
criticism has hardly touched the garmenta of the 
Southern church.” 

There will be frequent occasion to illustrate thè 
general principles stated in these paragraphs in 
comparisons of the strength of the leading denomi- 
nations in different states, and it is also revealed in 
the table which is given in another place of the de- 
nominational groups and denominations in all the 
states. 

Church property in Mobile is listed at $806,119, 
of which the Catholics own $297,000 ; Methodists, 
$192,900; Episcopalians, $110,150 ; Presbyterian, 
$105,000; Baptists, $79,069; Miscellaneous, $22,- 
000. Birmingham, total, $664, 525; Methodist, 
$208,550; Presbyterian, $140, 800; Catholic, $105,- 
000 ; Baptist, 93,800 ; Episcopalian, $54,875 ; 
Miscellaneous, $62, 000. Total in two cities, $1, 470,- 
644. 

Alaska, Indian Territory, Oklahoma. 

These three territories have within their borders 
church property to the value of $447,491. Of this 
Alaska has $203,650, the Indian Territory, $182,- 
266, and Oklahoma, $61,575. No doubt the latter 
territory has, in the three years since tlie census 
was taken, at least quadrupled the value of church 
holdings. 

Indian Territory, Methodist, $75,243: Presby- 
terian, $59,158; Baptist, $35,765. In Oklahoma 
the Methodists have $37,550. In Alaska the Rus- 
sian Orthodox church has property to the value of 
$180,000. 

Arizona. 

In this territory the total value of church prop- 
erty is $270,816. The most popular denominations 
own property as follows : 


Catholic. ............... $124,500 Presbyterian.......... 18,900 

Methodist. ............. 58,100 Baptist .................. 11,200 

Latter Day Saints. . 26, 400 Oongregationaliat 9, 500 
| Prot. Episcopal...... 24, 216 


In Arizona one denomination owns more than 
three-sevenths of the aggregate of church property 
and two denominations own two-thirds. Four de- 
nominations own twenty-three twenty-sevenths of 
the whole. 

Arkansas. 

In this state there is listed church property 

amounting to $3,266,663. Leading denominations: 


Methodist........... cem Disciples of Christ 106,360 
Baptist... . 1,066,104 Jewish Cong....... ,000 
Presb terian....-.. 857,085 ‘Lutheran ............ ,945 
Ontholio............. - 219,100 Congregationalist. ^ 20,000 
Prot. Episcopal... 196,122 


One denomination owns more than one-third of 
the total of church property in, the xu while two 
own more than two-thirds. 

In Little Rock there is church property. to the 
value of $497,600, of which the Methodists own 
$135,900 ; Baptiata, $99,700; Episcopalians, $79,- 
500 ; Catholics, $65,000; Presbyterians, $45,000; 
Miscellaneous, $72,500. 


California. 


Church property in this state is valued at $11,- 
961,914. The wealthiest denominations are: 


Oatholic............. $2,667,955 Disciples of Christ. . $291,250 
Methodist........... 2,575,631 Adventist............0. 170,850 
Presbyterian....... 1 ,895,075 Universalist........... . 96,000 
Prot. Episcopal... 1,019,695 Evangelical Ass'n... 72,100 
Congregationalist. 1, 014; 975 Independent Cong.. 70,575 
Baptist................ ,860 New Jerusalem...... 41,500 
Jewish Cong...... . 896,000 Chinese ................. 87,000 
Unitarian...... ....... 366,040 "United Brethren.... 37,000 
Lutheran............ 804,800 


In California there is no legal exemption. 

Church real estate, whether rented or otherwise 
used for profit, or devoted solely to religious wor- 
ship, is taxable. But taxation seems to be 
pretty much of a farce, so far. Often the churches 
evade the law in all possible ways. 
. An injunction will be asked for, on one pretext or 
another, restraining the assessors from performing 
their duty. The temporary injunction granted, a 
paralysis seems to lay hold of the officials charged 
with the duty of enforcing the law. Nothing more 
is done; property protected by the injunction 
escapes assessment and the honest owners smile 
complacently at the success of their little scheme. 
li one instance the attention of the assessor in 
San Francisco was called to the fact that he had 
listed a certain church property at a ridiculously 
low figure. He replied that as the building did 
not yield any profit he had assessed only the land, 
and as the latter was encumbered with the non- 
productive building its value was very much less- 
ened, hence the low assessment! 

By the injunction trick the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association property in San Francisco escaped 
taxation for several years, and may still be exempt, 
but its present status is not definitely known. 

The friends of equal taxation in California should 
put themselves in position to effectively antagonize 
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the church’s attempts to evade the law and also to 
defeat all movements having for their object the re- 
peal of that law. The state cannot afford to take 
any backward step in the direction of the union 
of church and state. Every dollar which & church 
saves by exemption from taxation is a dollar appro- 
priated by the state for the support of religion. No 
amount öf sophistical reasoning can make it any- 
thing else. - ME. 

. As regards the number of denominations and the 
monopolizing tendency of a few, California makes 
a better showing than the preceding states. The 
wealthiest denomination owns less than one-fourth 
of the total ecclesiastical property in the state, 
while five own a little more than three-fourths. 

The total of church property in San Francisco is 
$4,241,100, of which the Catholics own $1,364,300; 
Presbyterians, $666,100; Methodists, $517,950; 
Episcopalians, $385,000; Jewish Congregations, 
$300,000 ; Congregationalists, $249,500; Baptists, 
$199,250; Lutherans, $168,200; Miscellaneous, 
$390,800. Oakland, total, $1,052,491; Catholic, 
$240,00; Methodist, $183,216; Congregationalist, 
$168,800; Presbyterian, $140,500; Baptist, $64, 
500; Episcopalian, $55,875; Miscellaneous, $199,- 
600. ^ Los Angeles, total, $951,507; Methodist, 
$295,100; Presbyterian, $170,000; Baptist, $101,- 
500; Cathelic, $87,000; Congregationalist, $81,- 
600; Episcopalian, $65,507; Miscellaneous, $150,- 
800. Sacramento, total, $337,100; Catholie, $150,- 
000; Methodist, $47,000; Baptist, $31,000; Episco- 
palian, $25,000; Congregationalist, $20,000; Mis- 
cellaneous, $64,100. Total in four cities, $6;- 
582,198. 
` In these four cities the’ Catholic church holds 
first place three times and fourth place once; the 
Methodist, first place once, second place twice, and 
third place once; the Presbyterian, second place 
twice, and fourth place once; the Baptist, third 
place twice; the Congregationalist, third place once, 
and Protestant Episcopal, fourth place twice. 

. Colorado. 

In the Centennial state the census of 1890 found 
church property to the value of $4,743,317. The 
greater bulk of it was divided among these sects: 
Methodist. .......... $1 Lutheran.............. $154,800 


7 Disciples of Christ. 151,625 
Jewish Con 5 


vardaid ; 
Presbyterian 643,550 United Brethren.... 32,800 
Baptist............... 0,000 Reformed............. ,000 
Congregationalist 877,090 German Evangeli- 

Unitarian. .......... 157,500. eal Synod.......... 18,000 


. One denomination has possession of nearly one- 
fourth of all the church property in the state, while 
five hold some more than three-fourths. 

In Denver eburch property is valued at $2,884,- 
142, or $512,484 more than half the totàl value in the 
state. Of this the Methodists own $762,000; Cath- 
olics, $513,042; Episcopalians, $418,000; Baptists, 
$254,600; Presbyterians, $236,150; Congregation- 
alists, $206,300; Lutherans. $140,200; Jewish Con- 
gregations, $63,500; Miscellaneous, $290,350. 


Connecticut. 


The church property of Connecticut aggregates 
$16,985,036. The richest denominations are these: 


Congregationalist$5,366,201 Presbyterian......... $443,500 
Protestant Epis- ‘Universalist ......... 367,000 

eopal............... 8,408,170 Lutheran............. 172,900 
Oatholio. ......... ... 8,098,750 Jewish Cong......... 87,000 
Methodist.......... 2,225,780  Adventist............. 59,840 
Paptist............. 1,656,750 Unitarian............. 38,000 


` One denomination holds nearly one-third of all 
the church property in this state, three hav consid- 
erably more than two-thirds, while five own nearly 
fifteen-sixteenths. 

` The value of church property in New Haven is 
$2 089.600. of which the Congregationalists own 
$676,000 ; Episcopalians, $432,000; Catholics, $323,- 
500; Methodists, $269,600; Baptists, $239,000; 
Lutherans, $56,500; Miscellaneous, $93,000. Hart- 
ford, total, $1,989,600; Congregationalist, $533,- 
000; Episcopalian, $394,000; Catholic, $382,600; 
Baptist, $280,000; Methodist, $150,000; Presbyte- 
rian, $75,000; Miscellaneous, $175,000. Bridge- 
port, total, $1.260,000; Episcopalian, $350,000 ; 
Catholic, $250,000 ; Congregationalist, $180,000 ; 
Methodist, $159,000; Presbyterian, $150,000 ; 
Baptist. $88,000; Miscellaneous, $83,000. Water- 
bury, total, $708,000 ; Episcopalians, $220,000 ; 
Catholic, $180,000; Congregationalist, $130 000; 
Methodist. $86,500; Baptist, $61,500; Miscella- 
neous, $30,000. Total in four cities, $6,047,200. 
. In these cities the Episcopalians hold first and 
second place twice each; the Congregationalists, 
first and third place twice each; Catholics, second 
and third place twice each; Methodists, fourth 
place three times, and Baptists, fourth place once. 
Coo 0... Delaware. 

The total value of church property 
state is $2,708,825. The chief denominations and 
their holdings follow : .. 


in this little. 


Methodist........... $1,116,125 Oatholio............... $201,500 
Presbyterian ...... 709,800 DBaptist.................. 184,800 
Protestant Epis- Friends.. ............... 65,500 

Gopal ............... 888,000 Unitarian.............. 14,000 


One denomination owns more than two-fifths of 
the $2,108,825, and five denominations hold about 
twenty-six twenty-sevenths of the total. 


The v:lue of church property in Wilmington is 


stated to be $1,600.100, of which. the Methodists 
own $570,050; the Presbyterians. $435,800; Epis- 
copalians, $191,250; Baptists, $150,000 ; Catholics, 
142,000; Miscellaneous, $111,500. 
District of Columbia. 

In this territory, set apart as the seat of the fed- 
eral government, the valuation of church property 
is $6,313,625. The best-equipped denominations 


are these: f 
Methodist........... $1,543,000 Congregationalist...$339,000 
Catholic... SIS vedete 1,015,800 Disciples of Christ. 80,000 
Presbyterian. ...... 950,000 Unitarian.............. 80,000 
Baptist ............... 914,150 Friends ................ 50,000 
Protestant Epis- Universalist........... 47,000 
Gopal ............... 790,500 Jewish Cong. ......... 42,000 
Lutheran ............ 414,000 Reformed.............. 81,000 


One denomination owns & little less than one- 
fourth of the total amount, and five denominations 
hold about five-sixths. ; 

Mr. Carroll, or some one of his assistants, has 
apparently blundered in the figures for the District 
of Columbia or in those for Washington. While 
the total of church property in the entire District 
is put at $6,313.625. that of the city of Washington 
is given as $6,370,575. It is possible that this is 
not really a mistake—that some conference, diocese 
or presbytery, takes in territory outside the Dis- 
trict. Perhaps several do so. 

Florida. 

Here is found church property valued at $2,424,- 
423. These are the denominations which own most 
of it: i 


The Empire state of the South makes a return of 
church property amounting to $8,228,060. These 
are the denominations which should pay the taxes 
upon most of it: 
Baptist ............... $3,109,890 Disciples of Ohrist. $197,925 


Methodist........... 2,788,907 Jewish Cong.......... 159,000 
Presbyterian. ...... 776,025 Lutheran.............. 124,150 
Prot. Episcopal... 75,350 


492,300 Congregationalist. . 
Oatholio............. . 485,123 

One denomination owns more than three-eighths 
of total, two own more than two-thirds, while five 
hold all but about one-fourteenth of tke whole 
amount. 

The totalof ecclesiastical property in Atlanta is 
$1,073,050, of which the Methodists own $349,600 ; 
the Baptists, $325.450; Presbyterians, $138,500; 
Episcopalians. $115,000; Catholics, $64,500; Mis- 
cellaneous, $80,000. Savannah, total, $705.300; 
Catholic, $201,000; Episcopalian, $121,800; 
Baptist, $118,650; Lutheran, $75,000; Methodist, 
$54,550; Presbyterian, $50.000; Miscellaneous, 
$84 300. Augusta, total, $711,775; Presbyterian, 
$155,600; Baptist, $117,075; Catholic, 116,000; 
Methodist $101,600; Episcopalian, $68,500; Mis- 
cellaneous, $153,000. Total in three cities, $2,490,- 
125. 

In the three cities the Catholics hold first and 
third place once each; the Presbyterians first and 
third place once each; Methodists first and fourth 
place one each; Baptists, second place twice, and 
third place once; Episcopalians second and fourth 


place once each; and Lutherans fourth place once. : 
Idaho. . 

In 1890 this young state had church property 
within her borders to the value of only $281,310. 
Doubtless she has at least doubled that in the last 
three years. Her most prosperous denominations 
are these: ; 

Methodist ....... .$74,200 Presbyterian........... $40, 950 
Catholio.................. 70.050 Baptist................... 27,000 
Latter Day Saints... 45,560 i 


One denomination owns a little more than one- 
fourth of the whole amount, and two denomina- 
tions more than one-half. 

Illinois. 

The Prairie state givs the churches taxes upon 
property amounting to $39,715,245. The denom- 
inations which profit most by this unconstitutional 


generosity of Illinois are named below in the order. 


of their culpability : 


Methodist........... 7,807,118 Unitarian.............. 1 
Presbyterian. ...... 4,649,410 United Brethren.... 293,475 
Baptist .........----. 3,681,360 Reformed.............. 272,000 
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Lutheran......... .. 3,021,850 New Jerusalem...... 108,700 
Congregationalist. 2,975,812 IndependentCongs. 140,000 
Prot. Episcopal... 2,848,075 Dunkards.............. 105.830 
DiseiplesofOhrist. 1,145,275  Adventist.............. 87,900 
Ger. Evan.Synod 818,450 The Christians....... 68,185 
Jewish Oong....... 586,000 Ohurch of God...... 41,850 
Universalist......... 528,850 Friends................. 41,660 


One denomination holds more than one-fourth of 
this enormous total, two denominations consider- 
ably more than three-sevenths, and five denomina- 
tions a little more than eight-thirteenths. 

Chicago returns church property to the value of 
$15,462,667, divided among the denominations as 
in the table which follows: 


Catholic ............. $4,887,657 Jewish Cong......... $536,500 


Methodist.. ......... 2,218,700 Unitarian.............. 800,000 
Presbyterian. 2: 1,646,800 Universalist .......... 218,000 
Congregaticnalist. 1,272,810 Evangelical Ass’n... 187,000 
Prot. Episcopal... 1,228,100 Disciples of Christ, 65,000 
Lutheran -. 1,080,250 Miscellaneouzs........ 874,000 


Baptist... ... 1,068,850 

The value of church property in Peoria is $876,- 
600, of which the Catholies own $247.000; the 
Presbyterians, $222,500; Congregationalists, $108,- 
500; Methodists, $97,600; Baptiste, $48,000; Lu- 
therans, $34,300; Episcopalians, $28,000; Mis- 
cellaneous, $90,700. Quincy, total, $770,225; 
Catholic, $220,525; Baptist, $105,000; Methodist, 
$99,600 ; Congregationalist, $90.000; Presbyterian, 
$75,000; Episcopalian, $33,500; Miscellaneous, 
$146,600. Total in three cities, $17,109,492. 

In these cities the Catholics are first in all; the 
Methodists second in one, third in one, and fourth 
in one; the Presbyterians second in one and third 
in one; the Baptists third in one, and the Congre- 
gationalists fourth in two. 

Indiana. 

The total value of church property in this state 
is $18,671,131. These are the denominations which 
own the bulk of this untaxed wealth: 


Methodist ............. $829,551 Catholic................8225,100 Cais eee Donee sub PE 
Presbyterian ......... 484,650 Congregationalist... 73,7754 Presbyterian ...... ’2,610,200 Dunkards............. 218,890 
Prot. Episcopal...... 390,561 Disciples of Ohrist. 14,850 | Baptist............... 1,627,207 Evangelical Assn.. 214,890 
Baptist.................. 875,086 Jewish Cong.......... 18,500 | Disciplesof Christ 1,329,870 Jewish Cong.......-. 168,500 
“One denomination owns some more than one- | Lutheran......... 1,220,410 Universalist.......... 188,900 
third of all church property in the state, while five | United Brethren. 721,186 Gor. Evan. Prot... 64,150 
denominations hold about twenty-three twenty- Pedo ue Mea beware God...... bui 
fourths. Ger, Evan.Synod 887,680 Mennonite à 
Georgia. formed .......... 243,775  Ohristian Union.... 


One denomination holds nearly one-fourth of this 
large aggregate, three denominations own nearly 
three-fifths, while five hold about eleven-fifteenths. 

Indianapolis contains church property valued at 
$1,651,650, of which the Methodists own $438,500; 
the Presbyterians, $360,000; Catholics, $243,700 ; 
Episcopalians, $153,000; Lutherans, $118,700: Bap- 
tists, $93,600; Congregationalists, $66,050; Miscel- 
laneous, $178,100. Evansville, total, $901,600; 
Catholic, $284,500; Presbyterian, $241,000; Meth- 
odist, $111,100; Episcopalian, $69,000 ; Lutheran, 
$47,600; Baptist, $30,800; Miscellaneous, $117.600. 
Fort Wayne, total, $848,900; Catholic, $229,800; 
Lutheran, $215,000; Presbyterian, $164,000; Meth- 
odist, $59,800; Baptist, $50,000; Episcopalian, 
$40,000; Miscellaneous, $90,300. Terre Haute, 
total, $396,925; Catholic, $94.500; Methodist, 
$69,500; Presbyterian, $44,000; Congregationalist, 
$40,000; Episcopalian, $25,000; Miscellaneous, 
$123,925. Total in four cities, $3,799,075. 

The Catholics hold first place three times and 
third place once; Methodists, first, second, third, 
and fourth places once each; Presbyterians, second 
and third places twice each; Episcopalians, fourth 
place twice; Lutherans, second placc once; Con- 
gregationalists, fourth place once. 

Iowa. 

In the Hawkeye state the total value of church 
property is $16,056,786. The churches which 
should pay taxes upon the most of this vast sum 


&re here named: : 

Catholic... Friends. ............... $118.782 
Methodist.. Universalist.......... - 118,800 
Presbyterian....... 1. Ger. Evan. Synod.. 110,800 
Baptist..... .........- Unitarian............... 88,100 
Congregationalist. 1,231,886 Adventist............... 78,425 
Lutheran........... . 1,150,795 Dunkards............. . 58,955 
Prot, Episcopal... 887,400 Jewish Oong......... ; ,000 
Disciples of Christ’ 708,100 Latter Day Saints... 44.985 
Evangelical Ass’n. 299,285 ‘The Ohristians....... 82,716 
United Brethren.. 280,523 Spiritualists........... . 28,075 
Reformed....... Serer 176,250 Christian Union..... 21,500 


One denomination owns something less than 
one-fourth of the total amount of church property 
in the state, two denominations own less than one- 
half, while five own approximately three-fourths. 

Total of church property in Des Moines is $873,- 
775, of which the Methodists own $146,600; the 
Catholics, $140,000; Presbyterians, $102,125; Con- 
gregationalists, $85,000; Lutherans, $74 000; Epis- 
copalians, $52,150; Baptists, $40,000; Miscellane- 
ous, $233 900. Sioux City, total, $548,600; Cath- 


0 | olic, $97,000 ; Congregationalist, $88,000; Bap- 


tist, $85,500; Lutherans, $83,700 ; Methodist, 
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$79,500; Presbyterian, $48,000; Episcopalian, 
$22,900; Miscellaneous, $51.000. Dubuque, total, 
$715,200; Catholic, $371,500; Episcopalian, $92,- 
000; Congregationalist. $60,000; Presbyterian, 
$57,000; Methodist, $44,200; Lutheran, $31,000; 
Baptist, $25,000; Miscellaneous, $34,500. Daven- 
port, total, $485,900; Episcopalian, $208,300 ; 
Catholic, $100,000; Bantist. $45,500; Methodist, 
$39,000 ; Congregationalist, $36 800 ; Micellaneous, 
$56,300. Total in four cities, $2,623,475. 

The Catholics hold first and second places twice 
each ; Episcopalians, first and second places, once 
each; Methodists, first and fourth places, once 
each ; Congregationalists, second, third, and fourth 
places, once each; Baptists, third place, twice; 
Presbyterians, third and fourth places, once each ; 
Lutherans, fourth place, once. 

Kansas. 

Total value of church property, $7,452,269. The 
bulk of this is divided as follows among the leading 
denominations: 


Methodist........... $2, 230, 265 


Evangelical Ass’n....$85, 600 
Presbyterian....... 1,299,260 Friends................... 84,815 
Baptist................ 21,958 Dunkards................ 61.625 
Catholic ............ 625,561 Reformed................ 55,400 
Congregationalist. 485,975 Mennovite............... 45,130 
Disciples of Christ 468,975 Ger. Evan. Synod... 37,750 
Lutheran ........... 18,410 Unitarian ................ 20,500 
Prot. Episcopal... 310,995 Univeraalist,............ 20,200 
United Brethren.. 198,970 Adventist...... .......... 19,550 


One denomination owns some more than two- 
sevenths of the total. two denominations own con- 
siderably less than half, while five own less than 
four-fifths. 

In Topeka there is church property valued at 
$519,725, of which the Methodists own $135.100; 
the Presbyterians, $109,500; Episcopalians, $80,- 
875; Baptists, $72,000; Lutherans, $44,000; Con- 
gregationalists, $24,500; Catholics, $21,000; Mis- 
Cellaneous, $32,750. Kansas City, total, $301,885; 
Methodists, $112,750; Presbyterians, $65,410; 
Baptists, $50,125 ; Episcopalians, $25,000; Catho- 
lics, $18,500; Miscellaneous, $30,100. Total in 
two cities $821,610. Methodists first in both and 
Presbyterians second in both. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Freethought and Secular Notes from England. 


THE PRESENT SITUATION. 

The past month has been one of unusual excite- 
ment in the political, social, and theological circles 
of the United Kingdom. One of the greatest 
prime ministers that England ever had has practi- 
cally retired from public life; the Cabinet has been 
reconstructed ; the House of Lords, at least in its 
present form, is doomed; the House of Commons 
is as vigorous as ever in its energy and determina- 
tion to carry out democratic measures; the Labor 
problems are advancing slowly but surely to a sen- 
sible solution; the Educational Progressiv party is 
struggling hard against the machinations of theo- 
logical bigots; the church is still activ in trying to 
secure the allegiance of the people by departing 
from its ancient landmarks and by making desper- 
ate efforts to adapt itself to the modern require- 
ments of society; and, finally, the National Secular 
Society is continuing its dignified and successful 
propaganda in vindicating the honor of the Secular 
party and in exposing the shams and unmitigated 
falsehoods of those who are constantly preaching 
what they term “the truth as it is in Jesus.” While 
we on this side of the Atlantic recognize and feel 
proud of the noble Freethought work that is being 
accomplished in the United States and Canada, we 
can assure our American and Canadian co-work- 
ers that the Secular and Freethought movement in 
the old country is in really thriving condition, 
and its activ toilers are full of hope in consequence 
of the steady progress that is being made both in 
London and throughout the provinces. Our favorit 
motto, “Onward and onward still,” is well to the 
front. 

A VERDIOT OF GUILTY. 

The case of the alleged ‘Converted Atheist” has. 

. now been thoroughly and completely investigated 
by Mr. G. W. Foote, with the result that the Rev. 
Hugh Price Hughes has been proven, without & 
shadow of doubt, guilty of a series of the most 
unblushing falsehoods that ever emanated from a 
theological brain. The main point in the story is 
that the supposed * convert" was an Atheist and a 
prominent speaker in the Secular ranks, but he 
had, it was said, changed his views and become 
converted to the Christian faith. Now from the 
clearest and most indisputable facts, furnished by 
the father and brother of the hero of this pious fic- 
tion, who are professed Christians, alao from the 
testimony of others, it is proved that the principal 
feature in the case is the utter absence of truth 
from the whole story. Mr. Foote has written and 


| published a thirty-two-page pamphlet, containing 


all the evidence bearing upon. the subject, in which 
he supplies overwhelming evidence that the tale 
concocted by the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes was a 
barefaced deception, destitute of one redeeming 
point. 


UNDOUBTED EVIDENCE. 

In Mr. Foote’s pamphlet he says: 

I went down to Northampton and interviewed the fam- 
ily—the father and two brothers of the Atheist Shoe- 
maker. They had important documents in their posses- 
sion, which they hav since left in my custody. They also 
gave me a mass of verbal information. The father is a 
devout Christian, and has conducted a Methodist mission 
at Northampton. He isa man of simple, honest manners, 
and strong feelings. Having just read Mr. Holyoake's 
report and my pamphlet, he deemed it wrong to let the 
world be longer abused. ‘‘ Herbert’s” brothers are also 

istians, and hav never been otherwise. There was 
never a Freethinker in the family. They are satisfied 
that the dead son and brother was never an advocate of 
Atheism. His real name was Charles Alfred Gibson. 

The Gibson’s were so indignant at Mr. Hughes’s con- 
duct that they declared they would do anything I thought 
advisable. On my invitation they came up to London on 
Sunday, February 4th, and appeared on the platform at 
the Hall of Science before & very Crowded assembly. 
Several reporters were present, and reports of the meet- 
ing appeared in London papers the next morning. Half 
way through my own speech I paused to let Mr. Gibson 
senior giv his own testimony. He said that he was there 
as a Christian man in the interest of truth, and he 
branded the Atheist Shoemaker story as a '*damnable 
lie." Mr. Stephen Henry Gibson, the ‘‘ Atheist brother ” 
of the story, said to hav been converted by the ‘‘ seraphic 
death " of Charles Alfred Gibson, also stood up at my re- 
quest. ‘*‘ Were you ever an Atheist?” I asked him, and 
he answered, ** Never.” ‘* Hav you ever been anything 
but a professed Christian?" Again he answered, ‘‘ Never.” 

THE SEQUEL TO THE STORY. 

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, being convicted 
upon the clearest evidence, takes shelter in silence. 
He now discovers that “discretion is the better 
part of valor,” but where does his Christian moral- 
ity come in? For years he has been deluding the 
public with a vile fabrication, and now that he has 
been detected and exposed he makes no attempt to 
atone for the wrong that he has done. The least 
he could do would be to try to mitigate the evil he 
has wrought, by assuring his credulous followers 
that he had been mistaken. But no; once a sin- 
ner he will remain a sinner, probably seeking for- 
givness through the “atoning sacrifice" of his sav- 
ior; for, 

While the lamp holds out to burn 
The vilest sinner may return. 


In the mean time ample facilities are being em- 
ployed to let the world know of his guilt and cow- 
ardice. Thousands of Mr. Foote’s pamphlets are 
being given away, not only to the general public 
but also at the slanderer’s own meetings. The 
Freethinkers of this country hav generously sub- 
scribed over a hundred pounds to secure a wide 
and free circulation of this full and complete expos- 
ure. No event in connection with the Secular 
party within my experience has elicited more ear- 
nest and united action than the successful effort 
of the president of the National Secular Society to 
vindicate the principle of truth and justice. From 
all parts of the country he has received aid in and 
approval of the useful work he has done in this 
matter. Let us hope that the impertinent inventors 
of “Infidel Death-bed Stories" will learn a lesson 
from the humiliating fate of the Rev. Hugh Price 
Hughes. Cuartes Warts. 
(TO BE CONTINUED ) 


Notes of Work. 


“God in the Constitution” is laid aside for 
the present; but the “Reform Party” is pressing 
the District Sunday bill and National Sunday law; 
and we must meet these issues. It is folly for 
Liberals to cease doing anything because “ God has 
been knocked out,” as the papers report. There 
are other things fully as dangerous, or more s0, 
than “ God,” for “God” is but an abstraction; but 
bigotry is a reality, and rules in the government. 
Here is au instance brought to my notice by the 
president of Newark Liberal League: 


SMITHSONIAN REPORT SUPPRESSED. 

The entire edition of the annual report of the Smith- 
sonian Institute, numbering two thousand copies, will 
hav to be expurgated before the report sees the light of 
day. It was discovered just before the report was to be 
placed in the bands of the binders, that it contained 
matter that would shock the national idea of orthodoxy. 

The objectionable matter was found in two lectures by 
well-known Washington scientific men—one by Prof. W. 
G. McGee, of the geological survey, and the other by 
Prof. Lester Ward, of the Smithsonian Institute. 

They were taken from 
lectures at the National Museum, and the offense in each 
was trenching on the teachings of the orthodox church. 
They were accordingly expurgated. 

The lecture by Professor Ward was on the ''Physio- 
logical Man.” Professor Ward, in common with a number 
of modern scientific men, is of the opinion that all mental 
exhibitions are the result of physiological action, & ma- 


the winter course of Saturday , 


terialistic view of brain phenomena not exactly in accord 
with the theory of a distinct indwelling soul principle, 

Professor McGee’s lecture was more of a popular one 
treating of the growth of the earth, its maturity and de- 
cline through the ages, as a parallel of the life of an indi- 
vidual; but the general tenor was to cast some doubt on 
the idea of special creation, and showed a decided lean- 
ing toward the theory of evolution, not an uncommon 
heresy in these days. Some of the particularly offensiy 
paragraphs of the lecture suggested the possibility that 
the theory of evolution would be one day universally ac- 
cepted, but one of the crowning offenses, which seemed 
to hav caught even the eye of the copy reader, was the 
spelling of Creator with a small ** C." 

It seems that there is an orthodox censorship in 
the publications of the Smithsonian Institute, 
which is devoted entirely to science, and science, 
therefore, is to be expurgated at the demand of the 
orthodox religion. This certainly is a most humili- 
ating surrender to ignorance and bigotry. Smith- 
sonian Institute is also closed on Sundays, the very 
day when it should be open, for thousands of the 
clerks and working people cannot visit it on any 
other day. Here again we are under the heel of 
orthodoxy, and a protest should be constantly made 
against such outrages. 

The Press and Platform campaign which I hav 
outlined is meeting with most favorable support. 
About a hundred lectures are on the books already 
in New York, Michigan, Ohio, Iowa, Nebraska, and 
North Dakota. I expect now to proceed Westward 
after June 1st through Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Iowa, Nebraska, and along the Northern 
Pacific to the Coast. I expect to lecture at Fargo, 
N. D.; Crookston, Minn.; Fort Maginnis, Mont.; 
and I hope that Liberals slong this route will do 
the best they can for the work in spite of hard 
times. Arrange for one lecture at least. In places 
where two or three Liberals hav to pay expenses I 
will make special terms if necessary; but I would 
like as far as possible to carry out the campaign as 
I hav planned it, for I believe that in this way great 
good can be accomplished. Write me at once, care 
of Taz Troru Suexer office. 

Samoe P. Pornam. 


Mr. Gladstone’s Religion. 


Mr. Gladstone’s resignation is a fact of religious, 
as well as political, significance. It will presently 
be perceived that he has been a great Conservativ 
influence. Not only has he held Radiealism in 
check by his unquestionable ascendancy and the 
glamour of his personality; he has also been a bul- 
wark to the cause of religion. Certainly his de- 
fénse of the Bible was a p'tiful performance; like 
his reply to Ingersoll. But that did not matter. 
Only a handful of people, after all, took the trouble 
to read the great statesman’s apologies for the 
Christian faith. It was enough that he was on the 
side of orthodoxy. Christian advocates never tired 
of exclaiming that the greatest statesman of the 
age, one of brilliant intellect and unsurpassed elo- 
quence, who led the Liberal party and held the 
office of prime minister, was a devout Christian, & 
believer in the inspiration of the Bible, and a sub- 
scriber to the cardinal doctrins of all the churches. 
Such an exclamation, of course, was lost upon per- 
sons who had the courage and ability to think for 
themselvs. But it served the turn with the multi- 
tude, who are always prone to be overawed by the 
authority of “ great names.” : 

Now that Mr. Gladstone has resigned, and prac- 
tically disappeared from the activ political world, 
we shall hear less and less, and finally nothing, of 
this cheap argument for Christianity. Mr. Glad- 
stone’s successor is not exactly a pious man. Lord 
Roseberry is essentially a man of the world, with a 
saving sense of humor. He may profess himself a 
Christian, but he will never write articles.in defense 
of Christianity. At bottom, he is more a friend of 
culture than a friend of religion. And when this is 
taken in conjuntion with the presence in the Cabi- 
net of an open Freethinker like Mr. Morley, it 
shows that orthodoxy is losing ground in favor of 
skepticism on the one hand and indifference on the 
other. 

Mr. Gladstone is the last great figure of an old 
school which has had its day. Neither the Church 
of England nor the Nonconformist conscience will 
ru in the future. The secularization of public 
life grows apace, and the time is not far distant 
when the very name of God will sound strange in 
Parliament, despite the attendance of the chaplain. 
Religious considerations will be dismissed to the 
sphere of individual privacy, and the language of 
secular civilization will prevail in all assemblies for 
the transaction of public business. In another fifty 
or a hundred years the ostentatious profession of 
Christianity will be rather a disadvantage than an 
assistance to statesmen, and he will be most trusted 
by the people who talks as little as possible about 
the affairs of any world but this. Even at present 
there i8 a certain allowance made for Mr. Gladstone. 
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His occasional appeals to the almighty are winked 
at on account of age and personality. A smaller or 
a younger statesman might be reminded that the 
almighty’s approval or disapproval would make 
very little difference in the division lobby, and that 
a month's prayer would be less effectiv than the 
services of à good whip. 

Mr. Gladstone’s religion is out of date in the 
political sphere. Henceforth we shall find it only 
in churches. And the fact shows how far we. hav 
advanced on the path of national skepticism.— 6', 
W. Foote, in London Freethinker. 


Observations. 


A Connecticut correspondent of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
in laying out a plan of campaign for lecturers 
intimates that the speakers should be men who will 
work for the good of the cause rather than for the 
money there is init. There are two sides to that 
proposition. A lecturer may work for nothing and 
get his reward in the spread of truth, but how 
about the rank and file? Do they not feel an inter- 
est in the proceeding; and if they do, how can they 
display it' better than by generously supporting 
those who are gifted as speakers? Self-sacrifice has 
its place as a sentiment, but it is impractical and 
mischievous, for the reason that when one individ- 
ual works for nothing some other individual gets 
the benefit without paying for it, which is not only 
unjust, but unscientific. Every instance ‘of self- 
sacrifice involves a wrong,-and the practice should 
be discouraged. People who don’t want lectures 
cannot be expected to contribute, but those who do 
should be willing to pay for them. I don't believe 
that. the correspondent alluded to really wants to 
see the apostles of Freethought walking about on 
their uppers and depending upon charitable strang- 
ers for their subsistence. One thing is as sure as 
the sunrise, and that is that men of ability are not 
going to devote themselvs to any cause whose ad- 
vocates do not adequately appreciate their services, 
and I don’t blame them a bit. 


The other day the Rey. Dr. Buckley had occasion 
to send to Anthony Comstock some evidences of 
attempts to swindle by the sale of counterfeit money, 
and was favored with this reply : 

“The matter will receive, attention. Since last week 
Onda we hav reveived over ten thousand such sam- 
ples. 

Dr. Buckley is astonished, and being also im- 
pressed by Comstock's great usefulness, proceeds 
to giv that worthy a very flattering notice. But the 
editor of the Advocate is not the first to be as- 
tounded by Anthony’s ability as an exaggerator. In 
the language of the poet, sublimity is admirable 
even in a liar. 


Almost everybody has a remedy for the state of 
morals disclosed by the pending breach of promis 
suit at Washington. The Rev. Dr. Funk, editor of 
the Voice, says that “it is a serious question 
whether provision ought not to be made by law for 
the asexualization of men in certain cases—such 
men, for instance, as seducers,” etc. The good Dr. 
Funk goes far for a remedy which lies near at 
hand. Let men of the Breckinridge stamp be at 
once ordained as clergymen, and made members of 
the third sex. Then their conduct will not. cause 
surprise, and with a bucket of ecclesiastical white- 
wash always at hand any little spots upon their 
character may be readily wiped out and scandal 
avoided without recourse to the law. But as an 


ounce of prevention is often more salutary than a. 


pound of cure, Dr. Funk might attest his sincerity 
by receiving it. ` 

Next comes a lady with her moral specific. Miss 
Eliza Archibald Connor, addressing the congrega- 
tion of the Baptist church at Lexington avenue and 
Twenty-third street last week, said, “If woman had 
suffrage, that unholy panorama of scandal now un- 
rolling at Washington would hav been unknown.” 
How the enfranchisment of woman would stimulate 
morals is not apparent, in view of the fact. that 
some men who vote are notoriously bad. Disfran- 
chisment of the male sex, I should say, would be 
more to the point. And this recalls something that 
occurred in New Hampshire a good many years 
ago. There was & regulation to the effect that per- 
sons supported wholly or in part by public aid 
were not allowed to vote. In the community where 
I lived was a shiftless fellow with a big family of 
children who applied to the selectmen for relief. 
He got it, and having seen that the applicant was 
comfortable, the first selectman, on reaching home, 
observed to his wife that old Harvey was disfran- 
chised. The good woman was a trifle shocked at 
first; but said there was one consolation—the town 


Wouldn't hav any more of the Harvey brats to sup-' 


port. Disfranchisment, as she understood it, had 
a direct influence on conduct. 


Governor Tillman of South Carolina is giving the 
world an object lesson in State Socialism. The 
state control of the liquor business necessitates the 
employment of spies to search the houses of citizens. 
Naturally the citizens object, and the governor calls 
on the militia to back up the spies. The militia 
refuse to act, and the governor proclaims martial 
law, seizes the telegraph lines, and plays the dic- 
tator with a high hand. There has already been 
bloodshed and more is likely to occur. 

It is rather creditable to the citizens of South 


| Carolina that they decline to submit to this tyranny. 


It shows that they know when they hav had enough 
state interference with their private affairs, and if 
their revolt calls general attention to the drift in 
governmental matters, the occurrence will not be 
altogether a calamity. Probably nobody ‘outside of 
South Carolina, except, perhaps, the Prohibition- 
ists, believes that any state officer can possibly hav 
the right to force his way into private houses and 
search the occupants’ trunks, but there are plenty 
of people who believe in other things just” as 
infamous. For example, there are customs officials 
on the Canadian border who open express packages 
addressed to citizens of the dominion, and then 
exercise their own idiocy with regard to forwarding 
them. Officials of the same stamp hold up travelers 
landing at the port of New York and outrage person 
and property by search and robbery. Immigration 
commissioners likewise hav a little inquisition of 
their own, and if they find that an immigrant has 
had the foresight to provide himself with employment 
before landing, he is excluded under contract-labor 
laws. Then we hav the Parkhurst societies, the 
Gerry societies, and the social purity smellers, and 
to crown them all, there is the Comstock society 
with its fingers in the mail bags and its nose in the 
crack of every bookseller’s door. In one way or 
another, the last barrier that secures safety and 
privacy to the citizen is torn down, and the whole 
gang of meddlers comes trooping in. The Tillman 
despotism is the logical result-of the accepted sys- 
tem, for if a United States official may search “a 


traveler’s pockets, state officials hav just as good a. 


warrant to dive into his trunk. If Anthony Com- 
stock may stand between the sender of a piece of 
mail matter and the person to whom it is addressed, 
then Governor Tillman may capture telegraph lines 
and dictate every message sent over them. Be- 
tween these censors with their search warrants and 
the revolutionary Anarchists with their bombs 
there is little choice; only it would be more satis- 
factory if the hanging of each propagandist-by- 
deed could be supplemented by hustling an “in- 
spector " into the penitentiary. 


It is not to be wondered at that the Populist 
scheme of the initiativ and referendum is growing 
in favor. Experience is teaching the people that 
our national legislature cannot be relied upon to 
pass any measures demanded by the country at 
large. Indeed, to suggest any reform in laws regu- 
lating finance or trade is to invite a year or two of 
hard times and a business panic like the one that 
has just been precipitated upon the country by the 
silver discussion and the tariff bill. Not that there 
is anything inherently dangerous in those measures, 
but partisan politics and an unscrupulous press hav 
used them to discourage prosperity. But I am unable 
to see how the initiativ and referendum would 
help matters; for what the country needs is not 
législation so much as a suspension of activity in 
that direction. The faith of the average citizen in 
the power of law to adjust all misfits is at once sim- 
ple and touching. Whether the question relates to 
catching fish out of season, to marriage and di- 
vorce, to running a railroad, to business depression, 
to matters of faith, or to personal habits, we are 
always ready to prescribe alaw. Of course we all 
know that no law passed since the war has afforded 
any relief or led to any beneficent adjustment of 
difficulties, but that doesn’t shake our faith in statu- 
tory law or lessen the acuteness of the legislating 
mania which possesses us; only now we are con- 
vinced that if we take the law-making power out of 
the hands of the small mob at Washington, and 
lodge it with the big mob spread over the country, 
the end sought for will be obtained. I take that 
notion alongside without hoisting it aboard. To 
my mind the problem is how to get rid of these 
fellows who insist on legislating.. Possibly the abo- 
lition or reform of the English House of Lords will 
convince the American Senate that it no longer has 
any reason for continued existence, and the mem- 
bers will go home. Then maybe we can get the 
lower House to attend the Pollard-Breckinridge 
trial in a body, when a number of high-school girls 
could be turned loose among them, and that would 


settle our Congressmen, especially the elderly aud 
pious ones. To complete the happiness of the 
country, it would only be necessary that the state 
legislatures adjourn never to meet again this side 
the grave, while the various capitol buildings are 
turned into asylums for the reception of the luna- 
tics who insist upon more legislation, popular or 
otherwise. | 


` 


I am grieved to notice that Gen. M. M. Trum- 
bull, the Open Court's frisky contributor. has 
fallen into the vacuum which ex-Mayor Hewitt 
created when he discussed the Bland Seigniorage 
bill True, the bill is now a thing of the passed 
and vetoed, but that does not license anyone to 
slander it. De mortuis nil nisi bonum—always 
speak highly of the recently deceased. The facts 
are-that the government issued silver certificates 
redeemable in silver dollars of 4124 grains of silver 
and that having set aside silver bullion to redeem 
its promises, the government has silver enough 
remaining to coin some fifty-five million standard 
dollars. That is seigniorage, and if is as material 
as the bricks that a contractor may hav remaining 
after building a house. The only vacuum made 
apparent is the one existing in that particular part 
of Mr. Hewitt's system which should generate 
thought. 

It seems to me that General Trumbull deals with 
effect instead of cause when he says that the coin- 
ing and redemption of silver is “the logical folly of 
the ‘legal tender’ system ;" for “once allow govern- 
ment the power to declare gold, silver, or anything 
else a legal tender in payment of debts, and thes 
way is open for wildcat finance unlimited." I sug- 
gest to the general that he review that notion and 
see if he cannot find that the legal collection of 
debt lies at the root of the matter. The state 
having undertaken the enforcement of private con- 
tracts, the establishment of a legal tender for the 
discharge of such contracts would appear to be 
positivly necessary. There is no sense in a govern- 
ment declaring that a debt shall be paid and saying 
nothing about the kind of money it shall be paid in. 
The repeal of all laws looking to the enforcement 
of Shylock's demand for his pound of flesh must 
precede the abolition of the “legal tender folly,” 
and a man of Commander Trumbull’s perspicaeity 
ought to see it. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


í FRANKLIN Sratnmr’s lecture engagements are 88 fols 
ows: 
April 1, Alliance, O. April 10, New Ross, Ind. 

** 8-6, Eaton, O. ** 18, 14, Toledo, O. 
*  8,Dayton, O. ° “| ‘ 15, Detroit, Mich. 
** 8, Cincinnati. O. * 21,22, Mt. Pleasant, Ta, 
* — 9, Petersburg, Ind. * 24, Hadyville, Ia. 


Tag Women’s LIBERAL LzAGUE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Program for April: 

April 10th—‘* Evils of the Sweating System.” Miss Diana 
Hirschler. 

April 17th—** Walt Whitman as Man and Poet." Thomas 
Harned, Esq. 


Tux Friendsbip Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Sundays at 2.30 and 7.80 p.m. in Warner Hall, near 
Green and Broad streets. 
April 8th, Henry Rowlev. 2 30 r.m—‘‘Has Man a Soul?” 
7.30 p.m.—*The Christian Scheme of Salvation.” 


Tam Manhattan Liberal Olub meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for April: 


April 6th—‘‘The Wheel of Life.” Mrs. Mary Shepherd 

inger. 

April 18th —'** Women as Citizens Essential to American 

Institutions.” Judge Noah Davis. 

April 20th—‘‘Truth About Hawaii.” Clinton Furbish. 
S. P, Purnam’s lecture engagements are as follows : 

Boston, Mass.. April 8th. 

East Dennis, Mass., April 15th. 

Brooklyn Philosophical Association, May 18th. 


Tax Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for April. 

April 8th - ** What Labor demands of the Constitutional 
Convention." Edward King. 


Last Sunday at the Brooklyn Philosophical Associa- 
tion Mrs. Mary Shepherd Singer spoke on ** The Fall of 
Man from a Scientific Standpoint.” It was an interest- 
ing and able lecture, delivered in the ladv's usual charm- 
ing manner. She regards the Bible’s fall of man asa 
myth, but supposes that at some period of time there ex- 
isted a race of perfect people, who, intheir attemptsto raise 
those below them, fell from their state of perfection— 
this being tbe fall. 


Tuar earnest Liberal, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., will talk 
about ‘‘ Microbes, Good and Bad, What They Do for Us," 
before The Science Sermons Society, in the lecture-room 
of Rev. Robert Oollyer’s church, Park avenue and Thirty- 
fourth street, on Sunday, April 8th, at 7.45 p.m. 


Tan Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1683 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free.. Program for April: 

April 8th—‘‘Infidelity Defended Against the Christian 
Pulpit." Franklin Steiner. 
April 15th—‘‘Thomas Jefferson." Dr. E. 8. McLeod. 
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` Detters of Rrionds. 


And Yet a Little More Work. 
WHITEHALL, Wis., March 21, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find order for $1, 
for which please send me five copies of the 
“Age of Reason.” I want to do a lit- 
ile more missionary work before I 
lay me down to sleep, and when that 
time comes I hav & stanch old friend in the 
person of B. F. Wing, who will be ready 
to take up the gauntlet when I lay it down. 
. Yours fraternally, Osas. A. ECKER. 


Anyone Can Comprehend It. 

; : Dz Goria, Pa., March 15, 294. 

Mr. Eprron: I am delighted with ** De- 
sign Argument Fallacies.” This great de- 
lusion is explained in language anyone 
ean comprehend. Most writers use too 
big words, too vague phrases, supposing 
that- as they know what they mean others 
will, forgetting that the masses are 
** mostly fools.” 

.Please send Otto Wettstein’s ‘‘Giant 
Delusion" and catalog of his other works, 
if any. Mrs. Lorre Foster. 


To Make the Country Fit for Habitation. 
Epaswoop, ALA., March 7, 1894. 
Mr. Epicor: I inclose the amount due 
on Tux TRUTH Serxer, and for another 
year’s subscription. I hav been a long 
way behind, but could not well help it, 
(having just got money that was due me 
more than a year ago. I hav always paid 
a hundred cents on a dollar and think that 
I shall while I liv. I am long past three 
score and ten years, and crippled with 
rheumatism; am not able todo much. I 
do not take the paper as much for my own 
benefit as I do to distribute it in this 
priest-ridden country for the benefit of 
others and make it a safe place in which to 
liv. There are a number of people here 
who do not believe in the churches, but 
help support them and keep their families 
in the church. There is no use of wasting 
ammunition on them. I hav been the 
means of getting you two new subscribers 
in this vicinity, and will probably get some 
more if money matters improve. Hard 
times here. I hand you order for $9.46. 
L. PuzsiFER. 


' As All Rivers to the Ocean. 
Ouarranooaa, Tewn., March 21, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron; Mr. Robert G. Ifgersoll 

lectured here on the 15th to a full house 
on the subject of ''Shakspere." It was 
the first distinctiv Freethought lecture 
that had been even reasonably patronized 
and listened to by our people, and will hav 
a great and widespread influence. The 
lecture, when printed, should be distrib- 
uted by the million. It is incomparable! 
While it yields to Shakspere that ‘‘the 
thoughts of others that flowed to him, 
as all rivers to the ocean, were purified of 
all things crude and rough, and yielded 
back to them, as by returning rivers, to 
all lands,” from this mighty Shaksperean 
ocean—the grandest utterances of the ages 
—these, thus gathered and combined and 
again diffused to the world, are here, by 
Ingersoll, expanded, etherealized, and illu- 
mined, filling all minds and the surround- 
. ing constellations with an all-pervading 
light and intelligence, expelling igno- 
rance, darkness, and all crime—a wonder- 
ful character, a most wonderful elucida- 
tion. ` J. W. James. 


Truth Concealers too Abuudant. 
New Oruzans, La., March 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav received the sample 
copy of your paper and read it with much 
interest. I hav been a truth seeker myself 
for a good many years, but as truth con- 
- eealers are so abundant in this world, the 
article does not circulate freely enough to 
suit me. The fact is, I had no idea that 
such a paper as Taz TRUTH SEEKER was 
published. Imagin my surprise and pleas- 
ure to find so many of my own opinions so 
well expressed in this number. 
I but recently, and on previous occa- 
sions, had. a similar experience to that of 


Mr. Erwin Auffurth, who, I see by his- 


published letter, is a resident of this city. 
The Truth, Times-Democrat, and Pica- 
yune refused to publish one of my contri- 
butions offered them, because I assailed 
some of the questionable methods of Chris- 
tianity, although they frequently publish 
my contributions on other matters. 


Please send me Taz TRUTH SEEKER one | The Truth Seeker Breaks New Ground. 


Inclosed find order for $3. 
S. S. Bayan. 


year. 
Yours respectfully 


Good Werk for the Remoastrauce. 
WHITEHALL, Wis., March 9, 1894. 
Mr. EprroR: Inelosed find $3.10, for 
which send me the books mentioned on in- 
closed slip. The torch of Liberty still burns 
in this vicinity in spite of the ignorant and 
domineering privileged class. In counting 
noses in this community one is likely to 
underestimate the number of Liberal- 
minded men, but in this town of less than 
four hundred inhabitants we got the sig- 
natures of seventy-five male adults to a 
petition remonstrating against the God-in- 
the- Constitution amendment, and even 
then we did not get all the signatures that 
we might hav obtained, owing to the lim- 
ited time that the petition was in circula- 
tion. I wish every town in the United 
States had done as well. The Judiciary 
Committee probably would not hav been 
so fast in declining to hear Freethought 
arguments after they were presented. I 
am pleased that our Putnam is there with 
his heavy artillery, and I will shortly send 
him a contribution from his friends here. 
Yours truly, Omas. A. ECKER. 
Working With the Remonstrance. 
West Surron, Mass., March 20, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Thinking a little out-door 
exercise would be beneficial to me, I cut 
out petitions from Tur TRUTH SEEKER, 
and attaching sheets of paper thereto, 
started out one bright morning to secure 
signatures for the same among the people 
of this village. I succeeded in getting 
names of fifty-eight persons, fifteen of 
whom are church members and one a dea- 
con. I presented the petition to the Bap- 
list minister, Rev. W. D. MacKinnon, a 
nativ of Nova Scotia, and asked him for 
his signature. He said that he had read 
the proposed amendment over carefully, 
and thought that any person who was not 
an Infidel could hav no objections to it, 
therefore he could not sign the petition. I 
then asked him if it would not be hypo- 
critical to say, ‘‘ We, the people of the 
United States, devoutly acknowledging,” 
etc., and referred him to the Unitarians, 
who do not acknowledge Christ as God. 
His answer was, ‘‘ Majority rules.” The 


'| next day in church he read the proposed 


amendment to his congregation, and told 
them that two-thirds of the people who 
had signed the petition did not understand 
what they had done, and advised them to 
withdraw their names. (A very unjust re- 
flection on the mental caliber of his mem- 
bers who had signed the petition.) 

After listening to him, some wondered 
if they had committed an unpardonable 
sin. Yours for justice and liberty, 

Lucy W. PHELPS. 


Now the Lecturers Can Talk to Him. 


NORWALK, Oonn., March. 16, 1894. 

Mz, Eprror: I take the liberty to make 
the following suggestions in the interest of 
Freethought lecturers: ` 

1st. That lecturers visit every town of 
any size on the lines of their tours through 
the states. 

2d. Get from the different Freethought 
publication offices the names of Free- 
thinkers who are subscribers to said publi 
cations on the lines of said tours, 

3d. And suggest to them that if they 
procure a suitable hall and properly adver- 
tise, a lecture will be given, for which an 
admission fee of ten cents will be charged. 

4th. That the Freethought Federation 
of America place twenty lecturers in the 
field the cOming winter—men who are 
willing to sacrifice something for the cause 
of Freethought. As the growth of the 
Methodist church was due to cireuit rid- 
ers ministering to the people, so Free- 
thought men must go into the field with 
the good of the cause in view and not for 
the money they may get out of it. 

5th. The above suggestions, if put in 
practice, would enable all small places to 
hav at least six to eight lectures during 
the winter months. The present system is 
not beneficial to the cause; many Free- 
thinkers hav become discouraged, owing to 
the slow progress Freethought is making 
in this country. 

The above is written in the interest of 
the Freethought cause. A. B. BENNETT. 


Rusnmvinng, ILL., March 13, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find: $10— 
one new subscription, my own renewal and 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
**Answers to Christian Questions," and the 
** Age of Reason.” 

I did not hav to do any soliciting in get- 
ting the new subscriber. It is not neces- 
sary when one meets such good, frank, 
large-hearted people as Dr. Clark. 

We hav a small sprinkling of Freethink- 
ing people here, but, as usual, they are 
not in a position where they dare express 
themselvs openly. I should like to hav 
Brother Putnam come here and deliver 
several of his lectures, but owing to the 
fact that I am a comparativ stranger here 
it will be impossible for us to do so the 
first year of his coming tour. Yet if we 
cannot get him here we all hope that the 
lecture course will be a success. I think 
itis one of the best methods of overcoming 
the old superstitious dogmas and spread- 
ing those truths which go to liberate the 
minds of people. 

I shall try to get you several more new 
subscribers before long. The existence of 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER was not known at this 
place before I came here six months ago. 
I am sending my paper to every one who 
is willing to hav the scales removed. 

Hoping that this much may be appre- 
ciated, I am, Most respectfully, 

Dr. D. W. Borronr. 


Briefly but Strongly Stated. 

RENSSELAER FAnrs, N. Y., Mar. 23, 1894. 

Mr. Evrror: As you are doubtless aware, 
the New York Press for some months 
past has been publishing letters on Chris- 
tianity, Agnosticism, Atheism, etc. The 
following letter, however, which I sent 
them on the 7th inst. for some unknown 
reason fails to appear: 


To THE EDITOR oF THE Press, Sir: Who 
can tell the first great cause of all things? 
The Agnostic, after investigating the sub- 
ject, frankly says he does not know. The 
Christian claims to know and calls it 
**God," and says that the Bible is his 
revelation to man. 

Now, what we see in these days of scien- 
tific truth is the manifestation of the 
natural In the barbarous past super- 
natural displays of ghosts, witches, visions, 
etc., were of frequent occurrence, but in 
these days of general education they are 
seen no more. Let us examin briefly the 
two main pillars of this revelation, which 
are the very foundation of the Christian 
religion, viz.: **Fall of man” and ‘‘Sal- 
vation through Christ." 

In fhe first six verses of the third chap- 
ter of Genesis an account is given of a 
serpent holding conversation with a woman 
(Eve), thereby causing her to sin. That 
is to say, the dogma of the ‘‘ fall of man” 


‘is based upon the assertion that a serpent 


could talk. 

If this was found in the Koran or in the 
Hindoo bible instead of his own, what 
would the Christian say about it? 

Again, the dogma of ‘‘salvation through 
Christ" is based upon the declaration of 
his divinity. But how do we know that 
Christ was divine? We know it by Jo- 
seph’s dream: ‘‘ Behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, say- 
ing, Joseph, thou son of David,” etc. 
(Matt. i, 20). 

That is to say, the Christian has as a 
basis for his religion, or divine revelation, 
two dogmas—one based upon the assertion 
that & serpent had the power of human 
speech and the other upon a dream. 

Is it possible that a revelation having 
the above for a foundation came from the 
source of all truth? If not, then the 
Christian knows no more about '*God" 
than the Agnostic. 

C. CO. Van Warzns, M. D. 


An Opportunity for Co-operation. 
Manvzr, O., March 12, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $6.25, your 
dues for THE TRUTH SEEKER. If but one 
paper comes to my house that paper must 
be Tue TmurH Szrxer. But, be many 
others of your readers, I can scarcely 
afford it. Ilivin Bloom township, Wood 
county, northwestern Ohio—the oil and 
gas regions—and own three and three- 
quarters acres between two gas wells a 
little over one-half mile apart. Oil and 
gas hav been developed all about my 
place. 
land, but cannot do so on account of the 
cost and the lack of money. The wells 
are drilled to a depth of from one thou- 
sand to fifteen hundred feet; cost from 
one to two thousand dollars, and are worth 
from nothing up to and exceeding fifty 


I would like to drill a well on my , 


thousand dollars. The city of Fostoria - 
owns one such, a well about seven miles to 
the southeast of me, and greater wells hay 
been found to the northwest, while some 
wells are nothing but salt water and others 
hav been found perfectly dry holes. This 
enterprise is much of a lottery; some men 
with thousands of dollars hay been broken 
up, while others, with barely enough to 
drill one well, hav. been. made independ- 
ently rich. I would like to fix the 
amount of stock that any one person.might 
hold at one dollar, and I will open & 
record for that purpose and place the 
name and post-office address of each and 
forward a copy of the same to Tam Trorg 
SEEKER each week, which would be an 
acknowledgment of thé receipt of one 
dollar for the purpose of drilling for gas 


| or oil, and if sufficiently encouraged will 


commence operations by May ist. I 
would expect to retain one-sixth royalty of 
the product of the well, that being the 
customary price of & lease; the remaining 
five-sixths to be placed to the credit of the 
stockholders and a dividend struck and 
remitted at the end of each quarter after 
the beginning of operations. One dollar 
in the undertaking may be a dollar lost 
and it may pay your subscription to Tax 
TRUTH Seexer for a year or for three or 
five years. I will head the list with a 
dollar for my wife, one for each of my 
two children, one for myself, and one 
donated to the Truth Seeker Company, 
the proceeds to be used for the cause of. 
Freethought. Three hundred such fami- 
lies will drill the well and donate three 
hundred dollars in stock to the cause of 
Freethought, which might become a 
powerful auxiliary to the cause of liberty. 

I will close with the promis to giv you 
all the items of interest as the work goes 
on, and pledge my word and honor to be 
faithful and honest, which is the highest 
oath I can take. I was born in 1854, hav 
lived in this place for twenty-five years, 
hav been township clerk for ten years, and 
go out this spring at my own request. I 
believe I hav the business qualifications to 
carry out the proposition made, and hav 
implicit confidence in my Freethought 
friends, trusting them farther than I can 
see them, thereby doing as I wish to be 
done by. As a reference of identity I 
refer you to Samuel Bower, of North 
Baltimore, O. (the nearest TRUTH SEEKER 
subscriber I know of, and he is seven or 
eight miles distant), and this, too, without 
his knowledge or consent. Nothing 
ventured nothing made. Who will lend a 


helping hand? 
Yours for money, Freethought, and 
liberty. W. H. Dennis. 


Address Marvel, Wood county, Ohio. 
Make all express and money orders pay- 
able at Bairdstown, Ohio. W. H. D. 


Joseph Van Hoeter.—Putnam’s Address. 
Grass VALLEY, OAL., March 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: It is by request of Mr. S. 

P. Putnam that I send you the inclosed 

clippings from Grass Valley papers about 

the death of my husband, Joseph Van 

Hoeter. j 
I expected that Putnam would let you 

know; but it seems he did not receive my 

first letter, in which I informed him of 
the receipt of the funeral address which 
he wrote, and Mr. Van Hoeter’s death. 

It arrived an hour before he passed away.: 

To-day I gotan answer to a second letter 

to him, which also seems to hav been de- 

layed more than a week. In Mr. Van 

Hoeter Grass Valley has lost the only 

independent, aggressiv Freethought ex- 

pounder. Ido not doubt thatthe seeds 
he has sown will propagate some. 
Mournfully, Mrs. P. Van HozTER. 

Says the Grass Valley Union: 

Joseph Van Hoeter, deceased, was a 
warm-hearted, genial old gentleman, and 
his many virtues won him many friends. 
He was independent and often expressed. 
himself forcibly, but still he had respect 
for other people's opinions. The deceased 
was born in Brussels, Belgium, Oct. 18, 
1819, of a highly respectable family. He 
leaves an aged wife and two grown sons— 
one in San Francisco and the other in 
Oregon. . 

The Grass Valley Zelegraph’s repo t 
follows, including the address written by 


Samuel P. Putnam: E 

This afternoon the remains of Joseph 
Van Hoeter, were laid away in the grave 
in Greenwood cemetery. The services 
were held in the house on Upper Main 


UM 
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street, and were carried out in accordance 
with the wishes of deceased. A male 
quartette, consisting of Messrs. Moore, 
Argail, Opie, and CGlasson, rendered ap- 
propriate music, Mrs. Wm. Moore officiat- 
ing at the organ. 

. Mr. A, Burrows most impressivly read 
the following address: 

Our friend has passed away! Whatever 
may be the mystery of the darkness we 
cal] death, we hav no fear but that which 
is right in this world must be always right, 
and duty well-performed is sure of happi- 
ness wherever the path may be. Our 
friend and companion in this life has 
helped to giv happiness to those around 
him; he has been a worker in the fields of 
time; he has joined himself to the ranks 
of humanity and stood faithfully by his 
post; he has done his share in the service 
of mankind; and to him is the victory as 
we now lay him in the grave. His life is 
the best monument, illuminated by truth, 
honesty, devotion, and love. A husband 
and a father, he has proved himself pure 
and honorable; a8 & neighbor he has won 
respect and given sympathy; as a citizen 
he has labored for justice, liberty, order, 
and progress. - i 

In our universal humanity, in the har- 
mony and glory of the universe itself, we 
find our hopes for the dead. We giv them 
to the bosom of that eternal nature from 
which they sprang—nature, which givs her 
sunshine and her flowers to all alike and 
whose countless paths lead to the same 
goal for the greatest and the least. 

Ours is a common sorrow, and none can 
escape the dark hour, and therefore are 

. we bound together in the common ties of 
deepest affections; together we must liv 
and together we must pass into the infinit 
beyond. 

Let us look upon our friend as still liv- 
ing in our hearts and memories. Let us 
cherish all his deeds of kindness. He has 
indeed added to the happiness of this 
world. He has done what he could to de- 
crease the misery in it. A life of simple 
usefulness is better than any shining 
crown or golden stream of wealth. ‘Do 
your duty” is the lesson of this hour. 
Let us not be made weak by the gloom of 
death. ‘Let us see in it the stars that shall 
shed their mild influence on our onward 
course. Our friend sleeps beneath the 
canopy of heaven like a babe in its moth- 
er’s bosom—a sweet sleep unbroken by 
the storm and conflict, To those who are 
near and dear to him, to his wife who has 
been by his side for so many years in the 
joys of home, and who knows but to love 
the nobility of his character; to his chil- 
dren who revere and mourn a beloved pa- 
rent; to these we would giv the consola- 
tion of our presence, of our honor for the 
dead; our appreciation of his services, and 
tender memory of his manly and gener- 
ous deeds amidst the good and evil for- 
tune of our commuity, our state, and our 
nation. 

We do not perish any of us, forgotten, 
if we strive to liv to help others. e do 
not shrink into nothingness; but into the 
great stream of humanity passes the effect 
of our lives. As we gather here let us be 
animated by this sublime truth—let us not 
be haunted by.the fears of superstition; 
let us not. tremble as if in the presence of 
some unknown tyrant; let us not bow in 
despair and agony and terror; let us be 
brave and hopeful; let us recognize the 
greatness of our being; let us be upright 
and free and aspiring, even in the face of 
death itself. Let us see an added dignity 
and beauty in life because of this universal 
sorrow. 

We must depend on one another. It is 
in humanity itself that we find our greatest 
solace, our greatest strength. No super- 
human power has ever come from the 
breaking heavens to help our toiling and 
struggling world. We ourselvs must plant 
the seed, and we ourselvs must reap the 
golden harvest; we ourselvs must make a 
paradise here and every man must be his 
own providence, his own divinity, and his 
own redeemer. Such is the lesson which 
our friend teaches from the silent tomb, a 
lesson for the living and the future. 

We cannot Chango the past; it is like 
marble, and no hand can alter its lines en- 
graved. 

, But the future is like an ocean. It is 
rolling before us, and we can shape our 
voyage. Let us look forward with hope. 
We may sink in death, but we can leave 
behind a beautiful memory. Our words 
and deeds can giv cheer to many a weary 
one, and we can illuminate the darkness 
of death with the torch of reason, the 
flames of liberty and human progress. 
We ean broaden the blue skies of truth 
and enlarge the harvest of man's toil. 

. Farewell, friend and brother! Over the 
couch of everlasting rest we place the 
flowers of hope and memory. We giv thee 
the sad tribute of our tears; but no shadow 
of fear is in our breast. Whatever is 
good and beautiful in nature will be thine 
—if a sleep, a dreamless sleep, soft as the 
waves that sink in the bright bosom of 
ocean's depths. 

If thou awakest it will be to virtue, to 
happiness, and to progress. 'The fruit of 
our life we take with us, unto our further 


.gress, pass laws for classes, combines, and 


toil and reward as we pursue life's check- 
ered journey. i 

Peace to thee, and peace to us, as with 
undaunted spirit we so learn to labor and 


to wait— 
s ** That to-morrow 
Find us farther than to-day.” 


standard for the payment of all debts? 
Did they ask the people whether they 
favored. the further destruction of silver 
as money by the repeal of the Sherman 
law, without any provision for coinage? 
Did they ask the people whether they 
should issue more bonds to make debt 
slaves of onr children and their children? 
No, no, no, never! They don’t do the 
business that way. Did they ask the peo- 
ple if they wanted a Sunday law? . Oer- 


Majorities Cannot Enact Religions. 
Cazistoaa, Car., March 2, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: I see in my last Trure 
SEEKER a heading for a petition to Con- 
gress asking it to reject the proposed God- 
in-the-Constitution amendment, There is 
not a doubt in my mind that such an 
amendment is unwise and unjust, and is 
against the principles of a free and inde- 
pendent people; and, as you say, will lead 
us step by step until we hav a complete 
union of church and state; then, good-by 
to our liberties; we will be thrown back 
upon the track of progress at least one 
thousand years. 

These unscrupulous meddlers of the 
church are seeking to fortify their rotten, 
absurd, and decaying dogmas by getting 
them fraudulently incorporated in the 
fundamental laws of our land. I regret 
very,much to see this thing being forced 
upon us, but it is surely being done, and 
is being done in such a way that the masses 
of the people cannot help themselvs. And 
the reason is, we no longer hav anything 
to say in regard to the making of the laws. 
Political parties and political bosses ar- 
range and manipulate the elections so that 
their tools or their friends are elected to 
office. With a few rare exceptions, our 
legislators are men seeking solely for self- 
aggrandizement and the almighty In- 
God-we-trust dollar. They are profes- 
sional politicians, and in order to succeed 
they will sell their honor to rings, com- 
bines, and trusts. With such men at the 
helm of state, what are we to expect? 
Such men are easily inflnenced to vote for 
any measure; you never see a politician. 
with honest, open convictions which he 
dares to express; he is always ready to 
secure the largest vote, or the longest 
purse, and will fall easily on either side of 
the fence. They cannot be trusted. With 
a majority of our representativs made up 
of such material, what will petitions avail 
us? No matter if our cause is just, one 
wily politieian can upset the petitions of 
one million honest men. If the number 
of petitioners is to decide the case, what 
hope hav we against the villains and per- 
jurers who will send in more petitioners 
from a single state than there are men, 
women, and children in that state, as was 
done by the Christians in their petitions to 
close the World's Fair on Sunday? With 
an honest Congress, one such example 
Should hav condemned the whole Christian 
scheme; but it did not. These Christian 
schemers, with many of their friends in 
high office—Brother Ben, John, and others 
—told these political tricksters that if they 
refused to vote for the bill; the churches 
would boycott them at the polls. And 
the political boss was also brought to bear. 
It is a well known fact that the ministers, 
the priests, and the churches, the money 
bags, the millionaires, hav always been a 
unit as against the common people who 
earn an honest living by honest toil. The 
churches hav ever upheld the oppressor. 
They do not hesitate to enter into league 
with despotism or the devil for the sake of 
more power. ‘This is the charge of the 
Protestants against the Catholics, and the 
same compliment is returned by the 
Catholics with much truth and propriety, 
while the people who do not believe their 
falsehoods, hypocrisies, and shams are 
left between the devil (churches) and the 
deep sea. Between the politicians, money 
sharpers, bankers, and the preachers, the 
people hav very little show. Our rights 
hav been stolen, our substance squandered, 
and our Political and religious liberty de- 
stroyed. Our representativs, or, more 
properly, our misrepresentativs in Con- 


a direct vote of the people? No, never! 
Do they dare to submit any, or all, of the 


of the people? If they had done so in the 
first place, those laws would never hav 
disgraced our statutes and robbed 
people. 

Now, my brother Liberals, do you not 
think it time the people were seeking to 
restore their rights? Do you not believe 
that a direct vote of the people is the best 
way to settle these important questions? 
Now, let me ask you candidly, Are you 
not willing to submit the Sunday law and 
the God-in-the-Constitution amendment 
to a direct vote of the people of the United 
States? . Havn't you sufficient confidence 
in the intelligence of the people to demand 
that they by their own votes shall decide 
under what laws they shall liv? 

The despot, the priest, the politician, 
the money lord, and the landlord, hav 
always been above the people; the people 
hav never had a fair show; and I say now, 
let us unite upon one proposition: Let us 
demand that every law by which the 
people are to be governed shall be sub- 
mitted direct to the people, to be ratified 
or rejected by the people; let the major- 
ity of all the votes decide every question. 


ing brother, that, when given the chance, 
the interest of himself, his wife, and chil- 


is the interest of all. The moment I am 
to make their own laws, I shall say good- 
bye to liberty and free institutions, It is 
notso! I hav faith in my fellow-man; the 
Knights of Labor, be it said to their glory, 


by the people. All labor organizations, 
the farmers' and industria] unions, are 


that representativ legislation is a delusion 


good, I hav persisted in that line of pro- 
were equally good. 
been teaching the people; but for all this 


professional and unscrupulous politician 
and step by step our liberties hav been en- 
croached upon and the shackles of relig- 
ious intolerance are being drawn around 
us. 


been leaders instead of followers. 


complish nothing; let us join in earnest, 
hand in hand with the great industrial 
classes—work, talk, and vote with them 


of the initiativ and referendum. 

We hav, as Liberals, always claimed the 
equal rights of all and opposed class legis- 
lation, and I believe the only way to secure 
that end is by the people making their own 
laws—by direct legislation. This givs 
every man an equal chance. I do not fear 
the results; we can go on educating the 
people and thereby improve our condition. 
** Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty," 
is certainly a true saying, and I hav been 
broken on that rack for twenty-five years. 
We elect officers and representativs who 
at once become our masters and exercise 
despotic sway over us.. We are ever on 
the alert to prevent them passing bad laws 
—and they do pass about ten bad laws for 
every good one. Let us take their power 
away; let us reserve the law-making power 
in the hands of the people, and this eternal 
strain will cease.. There is no argument 
against the principles of direct legislation, 
wherein every law, every 8ppropriation, 
and every national undertaking shall be 


rings without so much as saying to'the 
people, By your leave. 

Did they ask the people whether they 
favored the National Banking system? 
Whether they desired to fund our cur- 
rency into interest-bearing bonds? 
Whether they favored the giving of the 
public domain to corporations, along with 
hundreds of millons of dollars? Whether 
they favored the demonetization of silver, 


and the establishment of a single gold. 


tainly not. "Will they, or dare they, sub-: 
mit this God-in-the-Constitution clause to` 


damnable list I hav named to a direct vote: 


our 


I havsuch confidence in the intelligence 
of the people, even in my plodding work- 


he will assert his manhood by voting for 
dren. The interest of the least among us 


convinced that the people cannot be trusted 


bav decided in favor of direct legislation 


falling in line; they recognize the fact 


and a fraud; we can talk, petition, and 
pray our representativs, but it does us no 


cedure along with others whose intentions 
Twenty-five years 
has convinced me we are wrong; we hav 


I see the priests of religion allied with the 


If we had been able to see the right 
course and pursue it we might to-day hav 
Let us 
not stand longer alone where we can ac- 


for direct legislation through the system 


submitted to the people for their approval 
or rejection. I am ready and willing to 
sign a petition to Congress to submit the 
Sunday law, the God-in-the-Constitutión 


amendment, taxation of all property, and 


every other question of national impor- 
tance, to a direct vote of all the people, 
and for that end I am ready to work and 
vote. R. F. GRIGSBY. 


[Our friend is decidedly in earnest, but 
in his enthusiasm he has overlooked some 
very important facts. We are confronted 
now with the menace of the Oliristian 
amendment, ` It cannot: be ‘settled by the 
referendum, because it is an amendment, 
All amendments to the Constitution can 
be adopted and ratified only as. provided 
in the Constitution itself. Any proposed 
amendment to the Constitution must re- 
ceive a two-thirds majority in both houses 
of Congress. It then goes to the states 
for ratification or rejection. It may be 
voted upon by. the legislatures of the 
states or by conventions chosen for that 
purpose. Which course will be pursued 
in any case depends upon Congress. Un- 
der the Constitution that body can choose 
either method. Hitherto all amendments 
to the Constitution hav been submitted 
to the legislatures of the states. An 
amendment is ratified when three-fourths 
of the legislatures or of the conventions, as 
the case may be, vote for it. The pending 
Christian amendment will be submitted to 
conventions, if the theocrats can hav their 
way, as they evidently think that in very 
many districts no man would dare stand, 
in the face of the church influence, on a 
platform opposed to the recognition of 
God in the Constitution and ask voters 
to cast their ballots for him asa delegate 
to the convention. And we think they are 
right. It will be much cheaper to defeat 
these traitors in committee of Congress or 
on the floor than elsewhere. "Thé aver- 
age of intelligence is higher there than 
among the masses. To make that intelli- 
gence act for us it is necessary that we 
show our power at the hearings, by argu- 
ments, letters, telegrams, and petitions. 
A determined minority can do much more 
in legislativ halls than it can on a direct 
issue at the ballot-box. What is needed 
is to show Representativs and Senators 
that if they vote to subvert the Constitu- 
tion we will use our balance of power 
against them at the polls. That is, if the 
present member from your district votes 
for, this amendment or for a Sunday law, 
vote against him if-he stands for reélec- 
tion, no matter what other principles he 
represents that you accept. There are 
hundreds of districts where the vote be- 
tween the parties is so close that a few 
hundred Freethinkers can turn the scale. 

No, we do not want to be governed by 
majority votes in religious matters; the 
fathers wisely provided against any such 
hell upon earth by the original. Constitu- 
tion and the first amendment thereto. 
Religious. liberty is too precious a. thing 
to be made the shuttle-cock of contending 
parties. We, as Freethinkers, absolutely 
deny the right of any majority to enact & 
Sunday law or any other piece of religious 
legislation. These things are without the 
domain of politics, direct or representativ, 
and only because the Christian violators 
of the Constitution hav forced the issue 
are we making this fight in Congress and 
through the press. We want the Consti- 
tution to remain as it is. We are under 
no obligation to submit the question to any 
body of men nor to all the people. The 
one thing to be done is to kill the amend- 
ment in the quickest way possible. Self- 
defense is the primary right. We iust 
educate the people, it is true, and that is 
what we are doing as fast as we Gan, buf 
that is something entirely different from 
putting our heads into the lion’s mouth.. 
Faith in the people is all right, -it its 
way, but it will not do to forget that the 
people's government is what they make 
it, They are not fooled so often as‘theéy. 
foo] themselvs. Religious legislation’ is 
unconstitutional, . No man's propérty ór 
liberty is safe when it is permitted. ‘If.is 
no part of our duty as citizens to giv s 
Christian. majority in any city or. staté of 
the nation an opportunity to force a Stin- 
day law upon us or thé Bible intó the. 
schools by. a. díreot vote or any other, 
They bav no right to vote such Jaws,”. We 
must protect ourselvs.—Ep, T. S] : 
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Edited by Miss Susan H, Wixom, Fall 


River, Masa., to whom all Communica- 
tions for thts Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations |, 
That is known as the Children's Honr. 


Adam Never Was a Boy. 


Of all the men the world has seen 
Since time his round began, 

There’s one I pity every day— 
Earth's first and foremost mar, 

And then I think what fun he missed 
By failing to enjoy 

The wild delights of yonthtime, for 
He never was a boy, 


He never stnbbed his naked toe 
Against a root or stone; 

He never with a pin hook fished 
Along the brook alone. 

He never songht the bumble bee 
Among the daisies coy, 

Nor felt it’s bnsiness end, because 
He never was a boy. 


He never hooky played. nor tied 
The ever readv pail 
Down in the alley all alone 
To trusty Fido’s tail. 
And when he home from swimming came . 
His happiness to cloy 
No slipper interfered, becanse 
He never was a boy. 


He never cnt & kite string, no! 
He never hid an Easter egg; 

He never ruined his pantaloons 
A-playin’ mumble peg; 

He never from the attic stole 
A coon hunt to enjoy, 

To find the old man watching, for 
He never was a boy. 


I pity him. Why shonld I not? 
I even drop a tear; 

He did not know how mnch be missed, 
He never will, I fear. 

And when the scenes of '* other days” 
My growing mind employ 

I think of him—earth’s only man 
Who never was & boy. 


The Inquirendo Club—I. 


** We ought to do something to improve 
our minds," declared Florence. Consider- 
ably startled by the vehement tone from too 
usually inert Florence, our little company 
glanced in a surprised way towards her, 
where, reclining languidly in the oaken 
rocker, she seemed to fully merit her 
brother’s satirical remark: ‘‘ Supposing 
you set the example?” 

Even Aunt Margaret appeared inter- 
ested. “You are quite right, Florence. 
But what do you propose to do?” 

“That’s right, auntie,” said Arthur, 
** an inducement for such a prodigious task 
is sine gua non.” Arthur prided himself 
on Latin. ‘‘ Now, Florrie.” 

“If you will keep still for a moment,” 
said Florence, ‘‘I will tell you. What do 
you think of organizing a club?” 

** Good!” 

The vote was unanimous. Florence 
looked pleased, but soon after assumed a 
comical expression of dismay, as the ques- 
tions immediately followed in breathless 
haste: 

‘Where will you hav it?’ “What 
will you call it?” ‘* When will you start 
it?" «Will it be held during ‘ wee sma’’ 
hours?” This was from Arthur, of course. 
** And will you throw in refreshments and 
cigars—apropos of ‘inducements?’” he 
added wickedly. . 

“What is it for?" and ‘‘ who will you 
hav?” asked the younger children. Aunt 
Margaret looked amused, but said quietly 
that it was a very good idea.” 

s: Gracious!” cried Florence, ‘‘ what 
a perfect tornado of queries. I think you 
will all prove excellent members, judging 

- from your ability to ask questions.” 

** Now, listen,” she commanded, ** while 
I explain, Since I could not possibly an- 
swer your interrogations, even were I to 
try, I will tell you of my plan just as I hav 
thought it out. It will be a reading club. 
We will hav readings and recitations about 
important subjects bearing upon science, 
art, and literature. But the name will be 

‘The Inquirendo Olub,’ suggested from 
Hudor Genone’s book, *Inquirendo Is- 
land.’ Because the object of the club is 
to instruct; and I think it cannot be done 
better than by asking questions and study- 
ing up answers. We will hav a ‘query- 
box,’ which will be used for the purpose of 
receiving notes and queries deposited dur- 


the box and answer the queries. 


our club will be a success. 
through her half-closed eyelids. 


question arises in our bewildered minds, 
knew?’ " i 


Margaret 


not realize all the advantages we hope to. 


and analyze the various forms of literature, 
art, and science is the best phase of philos- 
ophy—the most perfect. I would also 
suggest that little preparatory essays be 
written by each member of the club upon 
some good subject, to be read before us at 
each meeting. Prizes can be awarded for 
the best essay, if you choosé. It will 
cultivate a taste for writing and improve 
your composition.” 

She paused for a moment, and Mrs. 
Mass, who had come into the drawing- 
room—an interested listener—now seized 
the opportunity to announce what she had 
been wanting to for the last ten minutes: 
“I think you had better adjourn to the 
dining-room, as supper has been waiting 
some time,” 

They all arose and followed, a little 
noisily, into the next room. Arthur 
wanted to know with such evident anxiety 
who were the officers for the new club that 
they had to decide to hav the meeting 
held the following Saturday. ` 

Ipa BALLOU. 


Correspondence. 


Darry, Or., Feb. 11, 1894. 

Drar Miss. WIXON AND FRIENDS OF THE 
Corner: I will attempt to tell you of the 
Dairy religion. 

We had protracted meetings here lasting 
a week, and I went once and the preacher 
would jump high and make all kinds of 
motions and every once in a while he 
would say, ‘‘ha yay.” I don’t know what 
he meant unless he was consulting the 
Lord in Dutch. Do all the preachers say 
that? If so, why? We hav not had any- 
body join in this precinct. They pow- 
wowed around some of the people here, 
but that is all the good itdid. Hoping 
this is not too long, I will close. 

Yours truly Jimmy MoCovaar. 

[Jimmy is too smart to be caught in a 
silly revival trap. He is our boy.—Ep. C. 
0.) 


Luz, N. D., Feb. 7, 1894. 

Drar Friend Miss Wrxon: As I hav not 
seen any letters from this part of the coun- 
try, I thought I would write: Mamma 
and papa are Freethinkers, and I am, too. 
I hav two brothers, Willie and Guy, and 
and I hav two sisters, Agnes and Elma, and 
they are Freethinkers also. I study read- 
ing, arithmetic, grammar, geography, 
physiology, and spelling, and I am eleven 
years old. e are having very nice 
weather here now. We are the only Free- 
thinkers around here. We try to show 
THE TRUTH SEEKER to people, but we can 
not get them to read it. They are so 
afraid of it that they could not be more 
80 if it were poison. Will some of the Free- 
thinkers please write to me, and I will 
answer. I must close. Hoping this will 
escape the waste-basket, I remain, 

Your Liberal Friend, 
NELLIE GERTRUDE RUKKE. 


[A good word from a true-hearted Lib- 
eral girl.—Ep. C. 0.] 


Baneor, Miom., Feb. 14, 1894, 

Dear Miss Wixow: Father takes Tun 
TRUTH SEEKER, and I hav got well -ac- 
quainted with you by reading it. I liv on 
the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, in the 
center of the great fruit belt, where 
peaches, pears, and apples grow in abun- 
dance. It is indeed a lovely country, 
especially in fruit time. Most all the fruit 
is shipped to Chicago. 


ing the week. Ourclub will meet every Sat- 
urday afternoon, at which time we will open 
If there 
be too many (and I foresee from former 
notes that the possibility is obvious) we 
will hav to let them go until next time. 
But if we hav only one or two questions 
upon entertaining and instructiv subjects 
—what we might call feasible subjects— 
Now, do you 
all understand?” she asked, leaning back 
and surveying her little audience with self- 
satisfaction beaming in every feature and 


Before anyone could reply Arthur ex- 
claimed in mock admiration: **So well do 
we understand and appreciate that the 


‘How one small head could carry all she 


After the laughter had subsided, Aunt 
said by way of approval: 
** Florence's plan is an excellent one, and 
offers & splendid opening for some good 
work and earnest thinking. If sufficient 
interest can be stimulated among our little 
group for such a purpose, it cannot help 
having a beneficial effect, even if we do 


Our club will be a philosophical one, as 
well as interesting, for to present questions 


you were there, but did not see you. 


here. 


school to which we belong. 
I would hke to write more, but 


Hoping to see this in print, I remain, 
Brooxs Woop, Jr. 


Corner.—Ep. C. C.] 
Karama, Wasu., Jan. 10, 1894. ' 


(the dance) got the majority of the people. 


down on dancing. I will tell you a story 
that some of the boy: 

that joined the church. There was once 
an old lady who always went to dances, 
but no one would dance with her, so she 
went and joined the church, and some of 
her friends asked her why she did not go 
to the dances any more. **Oh," says she, 
‘*when I go, no one will dance with me 
and so I joined the church." That’s what 
is the matter with the preachers. 

Is God married or is he a bachelor? In 
reading the first two books of the Bible, it 
seems to me as if God was a married man. 
We read, ‘* Thesons of God took unto them 
daughters of men for wives” (Gen. vi, 2). 
By reading this, I should judge that he 
surely must hava wife or he could not hav 
any sons. I don’tthink hecould. I won- 
der how he brought them down from 
heaven. They surely never rained down 
or they would be very badly bruised. I’d 
hate to hav them fall on me. Well, I 
don’t think he had any sons. He told the 
children of Israel that he would rain bread 
from heaven (Ex. xvi, 4). Does he bake 
his own bread or has he a wife? If the 
Bible be the inspired word of God why 
don’t he make things plain so no one can 
doubt it? I think it must be the inspired 
word of some devilish priest. 

Yours truly, ALFRED F, STONE. 

[By the ròad of Inquiry we reach the 
house of Knowledge. So, Alfred, fear not 
to question. Study, think, reflect. No 
subject is too sacred for investigation.— 
Ep. 0. 0.] 

GonprHwarrg, Tex., Feb. 17, 1894. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: As it has been some 
time sinceIlast wrote, I take the pleas- 
ure of writing again. We hav been having 
some very bad weather the past few days. 
Our school was out the 26th of January, 
but it did not amount to much. We were 
examined at the end of the term to see if 
we could pass into a higher room, and as 
I passed, I will giv you my monthly re- 
port: Reading, 86; spelling, 99; writing, 
80; grammar, 93; arithmetic, 92; physi- 
ology, 85; geography, 95; deportment. 
100; average, 984 per cent. 
grade seven, 

This is a sorry grade, I will admit, but 
as I had not much of anything else to tell 
you I thought I would tell you about 
our schools down here. As we hav been 


having some bad weather we lost a great |. 


many cattle, and they just keep dying, as 
there. is not much for them to eat, It just 
keeps some of the people going to get a 
decent living, as times are so hard. 
Since our play school is out I get lone- 
some, but I hav employment enough to 
do, to tack carpet rags and piece quilts. I 
hav started me a worsted quilt, but don’t 
get to piece much for cooking and dish- 
washing. f : 

Well, I guess that it is about time that 
I was bringing my letter to a close, as 
the clock just struck 9, I would like to 
eorrespond with some readers of the Cor- 
ner. Your Liberal friend, 

: Rosa MoPnuznsox. 


[We call that a good average, showing 
that Rosa is bright and studious in school. 
It is too bad that the cattle are dying so. 
—Ep. 0. O.] 


Lean Hinr, Anx., Feb. 7, 1894. 

Drax Miss Wixon: I will try 15 write to 
the Children's Corner for the firsttime. I 
will be fifteen years old on March 10th, 
My papa takes THE TRUTH SEEKER; he 
likes it very much. I read the Corner 
every week and take great pleasure in 
reading the letters of little girls. My 
sister is eleven. She is taking music les- 
sons and is getting along very well. I 
play the organ at Sunday-school when I 
go. I go about once a month. Every 
summer we go to a river four miles from 
here to fish. When we go we stay two or 
three days. . Papa alwavs catches a good 
many fis , and we all hav a good time. I 
spent Christmas in a little town ten miles 
from here by the name of Peel. It isa 


Father and mother wére at the fair while 


Christia-ity is not thriving very well 
This is not the soil to raise Chris- 
tians on, they grow better on poor soil. 
To educate, Liberalize, and civilize seems 
to be the best object in this life of the 


dare not 
for fear of the waste-basket, as this is my 
first attempt to correspond with you. 


[And now weare acquainted with Brooks, 
whose ideas will always be welcome in the 


Drar Miss Wrxon: In my last letter I 
said I would write and tell you how the 
dance came out. The church people had 
a candy-pulling in the church and the 
dance was put off till the next day and it 


The devil is still ahead when it comes to 
dancing. I wonder why the preachers are 


8 tell about an old lady 


Promoted to |. 


small place of about thirty houses and 
three stores. I had a very nice time, 
Papa owns the foundry here. My little 
brother, three years old, got his fin. 
gers mashed off in December. The 
accident happened at the foundry. We 
call him Bob Ingersoll. We think he 
favors Mr. Ingersoll’s picture, Papa says 
he hepes he will be a Freethinker when te 
gets older, I go to singing school. I hay 
been going three weeks and like it very 
much, Our teacher's name is Mr. Barnes, 
We are about the only Freethinkers in 
this town. Some of the people think papa 
is going crazy because he does not believe 
in the Bible. Papa has not been taking 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER a year yet. He says 
he has been looking for a paper like it all 
his life, but only found it last July. He 
thinks there never was anything that 
beats it. If I see this in print I will write 
again. Your Liberal friend, 
f Rosa Lez, 

[Your papa is right in his estimate of 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER. We are very sorry 
for the accident to yonr little brother — 
Ep O. 0.] 


SOMETHING NEW! 


A Freethought Romance Library, 


WARRANTED ^0 PLEASE. 


Every Book Full of Freethought Sentiment. 


Not a Dry, Tedious Page Allowed. 


It is puhlished month’y at #150 a year; s'x 
copies, 75cents; single copy, 15 cents. 


Address THE LIBERAL PUBLISHING CO., 
5t14 ' Portland, Kanes., 


Deutidye Hreidenker-Biidjer. 


Wir haben folgende Bücher in <4 
deutfder Spradhe, mele fehr berühmt find : 
r, Die Zerthümer Mofes,” 
Eine fritifche Beleuchtung des Pentateuch im 
Sicht der modernen Weltan- 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. R. ©. Sugerfoll. Preis 50 Cents, 


Das Weib und ihre Stellnng zur 
Religion und Kirdhe am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis DO Cents. 


\ 
“Moderne Géitterdimmerung, ^ 
von Col. R.G Sugerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


+ ats | 
n Wander und Wunderthiter, ^ 
von John 9Bed..- Preis 20 Cents. 


r; Glaube und Serunnft, ^ 
ober LE BON SENS, i 
des romifch-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzofifchen überfebt von 
Fräulein Wnna KRuoop. 

801 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Bücher find in Papier-Umfhlag und 
flarem Druck. Unfere deut{chen Lefer 
follten fte weit verbreiten. 


Dran adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 


By Grorar J. ROMANES. 


As stematicEzposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 

service to the general reader rather than to pro- 

fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers npon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
nis conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church 80 often refers: i 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out, organic nature we meet with abnndant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . - „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and. inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of nature}- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of natnre nniversal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has snddenly 
awakened to a new and 2 terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God?" : 

Ilinstrated. Price, cloth, $2. 

Address, ' THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. 
Ancient Egyptian Civilization and Hebrew Nar- 


rative in Genesis and Exodus. 
By Van BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D. Price, 15 centa 
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Of a certain year and $5 75 for 1853 quarter dollar. Highəst premiu ns on eleven huudred varietie 
of United States and foreign coins and stamps, also Confederate money. Inclose stamo tor poatag 
and we if ul pend you free our 16-page Illustrated Catalogue snowing what we bay. D not delay 
teend today; keeping your eyes open you may pick up coins and stamps that will bring yon & 
[uda amount of money, NATIONAL GOIN CO., 882 Stock Exchange Building, Bostou Mass. 1@t11 


Just Out.—25 Cents. —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living iu Michigan said once that he would give $25 a 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
posggases to make mon Mors Fourth Edition of the book doing this 

e O. ' 
additions for this new edition of íhe 


* Crimes of Preachers ” 


i early 400 cases of ministerial condnct. While those in pre- 
prs Ditos show that within a tew years about E 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 
of one kind or another of criminal couduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once th» weakness and 
the strength of the church—''the church" meaning of .course the 


NN 
eiergy. | 4 e NA S 
Notwithstanding ihe many additional pazes., we have kept the LAN y 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for » copy, aud confound the chnrch- dai 
men | Bhow them just what sors of scamps are the clergy who ha 


ve 
Hused the World's Fair on, Sunday, bacause it is so holy & day that to look upon machinery oF 


yaintings in this period is “immoral.” 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY 


- REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK 


enn amn 


Pd 


With the eighth edition » 
|! Winwood Reade's ** Martyr 
j|dom of Man," the cost oi 
i production has been tes 
- i sened so that we can redute 


Sa ithe price from $1.75 ts 


$1.00. 


has had a phenomenal sale for so heretical & work, second only to Helen Gardener 
5 man loe and Gods” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of it. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


' interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergore 
Ms raarisrdom-- i8 Tu rise to its present plane. ltsLows how War and Religion have been oppree 
sive Storm Ln meas TEAS sarge perth of: tha e 40 the ipe Sd nd om Dude M 
i straggle from 5 

otel gotus conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
WV AR PEE Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. : 
The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets 
RELIGION cusrecter of Jesus, the Christians, Arabia, Mecca. Character of Moham. 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 
A * Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town the 
Lı BERTY Church, Venice. Arab Spain, the Portuguese Discoverers the Slave Trade 
* Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human History 
imal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early History 
INTELLECT A. of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, Th: 


*' 1i. ligion of Reason and Love. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ij "308 luced " RU le Address x 3 
red from $1.75 to $1.00 s 28 Lafayette olace New York. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Trnth; 


Pilute’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bod-; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone;, 


Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Ideutifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul's Account; St. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. i 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


Tt is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair ye 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate, It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the direetor-general's address, the efforts to‘close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the yarioue buildings and what they contain, and is, 
sil in all, the very best picture of the Fair hat can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED, 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around 
-at- here he went. 1 
hs Ma stay at boma i "VIEW j OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy, 25 centa, Five copies for $1, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ROBERT G. 


INGERSOLL'S 
WORKS. 


—9—— 


Only Authorized Editions. 


SES pc 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. 
. Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies 
Paper, 5) cents; cloth, $1. 
GHOSTS AND OTHER LECTURES. | . 
Inc.nding The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declaration of Independ- 
ence, About Farming in [llinois, Speech Nominating James G Blaiue for Presidency in 1876, 
he Grant Banquet, A Tribute to Rev. Alex. Olarke, The Past Rises Before Me Like a Dream. 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50ceuts; cloth, $1. 
ORE MITATEN or MOSS LM Free Schools, The Politiolans, Man and W 
ontents: Mistak OBe8, chools, The Politicians, an 
Peutateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Stars “Kiso. Friday ag ane 
day, Let us Make Man, Suuday, The Necessity for a Good Memory, 1 Garden, jV 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, Fait h in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
and i void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Reli 
oth, . 
: m es e n bs Ora Bi by the Bev. T. Tal 
ing Six Interviews with the Famous tor ou Six e TD - 
mage, of rooklyn, to whioh is added a Talmagian a Six (mong by th BO conta: pet Tal: 
cloth, gilt, $1.50 à 
BUE a.I llin the Trial of Q. B. l rri N. J. 
ument by R. G. ersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at M town, N. J. This i 
the greatest PETIERE evens made in a case of this kind, pad will be & model for the bar Pirar 
as the Christians use force to, repress free speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution 18 going 
. on this argument should be freel 7 circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
VEA sae tia PERDE Pa R Msi Tob aah h 
alyzes the 80-called gospels atthew, ohn, evotes t 
each to the Oatholics, E iscopalians, Methodists Pros yierisus, Evang lion (anoe, and an. 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead o; Ohristianity—the relig- 
ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. | 
THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 
The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the ministers, 
and Colonel Ingersoll’s rej oinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. 
THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. 
. A Reply to the New York Observer's Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. Q. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. g 
LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 
A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederick R. Coudert, and Ex-Governor 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 cents. . 
ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. With Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 
ee ENING, aHa tad EM TOS os W O. TeL Oo,1886. Paper 10 cont 
esuit of the B. - Tel. Co. vs. . Te e aper» 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, i 
Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x18 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 80 cents. 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 
22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Qnestion. Paper, 8 cents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
6 


“ * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 
(A home picture.) 50 cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 18 inches, $1.50. 


STAGE AND THE PULPIT, : 
An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chivaxo 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 8 cents. 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 8 conta. 
INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 8 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become & Christian. 
had admitted A that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
aper, 8 cents. 
INGERSOLL'S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 

. The lecture is a grand one, and was receivol by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks weil for tne Unitarians. The pamphlet coutains 19 pagos, 
beautifully printed. Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 

MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCO. CONKLING. 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, % cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 
One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. lu paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 
INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLL’S LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. À 
. . CONTENTIS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics aud Hero- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1878 ; What I Know About Farming in Illinois: Speech at Ci i- 


cinnati in 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The PastItises Before Me,. 


or, Vision of War, an extract from a peech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reuni 4 
at Indianapolis. Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Banqu:t; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Mnst We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews witn Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, D D.; to which is added a Tglmagian Catechism, and Fon” 
Prefaces, which contain some of Mr. In ersoll's wittiest and brightest sa; ings. 
his volume has the greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half moroca 

mottled edges, 1,857 pages, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. © 
Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “ Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” An Ad 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with portrait of Whitman. Containing also 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT- 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. ol 
Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome quarto. containing 8:3 pages. This is 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. Its mechanical 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expen3> has been spared to make it the thing o^ 
beautyitis. The ty e is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly caleudered, and richly tinte 
the presswork faultless, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make i. 
As to the contents, it is enough to say that they inclnde all of the choicest utterances o. 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever liv . f 
Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s blished works, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchless elo- 
uence, his wonderful imagery, au his epigrammatic and poeticpower. The collection in- 
cludes all of the ** Tributes " that have become famous in literature—notably those to his brovoec 
E. C. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on " The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagnef, 
Origin and Destiny," Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heioes of intellectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gem» taken here and there from the orations, speeches, ar . uments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations 5f the anthor. ~ 
"The book is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare persqnal 
souvenir. To help it serve this TROBE» a fine steel portrait, with autograph fac-simile, h4: 
been prepared especially for it. Inthe more elegant styles of binding it is eminently suited 
for presentation purposes. for any season or occasion.  , . È 
Parces.—In cloth, beveled boards, gilt edges, $2 50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
calf, mottled pages library Ptyle, $4.50; ip “all Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely ne, $7.50; 
in full tree cal » highest possible finish, $9. . 


Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post free 
on receipt of price, Address THE TRUTH SERKEH, 28 Lafayette PL, | ew York, 
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Jy ev Publications. 


Tue Writes oF THomas Pamer. By 
Moncure Daniel Conway, author of 
‘The Life of Thomas Paine,” and other 
works. New York: G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons. «Cloth, octavo, gilt top, four vols 
$10. Nol. 1, 1774-1779. r 
To the greater number of the admirers 

of Thomas Paine the one-volume edition 

of his ‘‘ Great Works Complete,” published 
by the Truth Seeker Company, and re- 
tailing for:$8, will appear to be all that is 
needed. And it is.the book for the masses, 
because it is in a handy, compact form, 
and has between its covers ‘‘ The Crisis," 

** Common Sense,” ** Rights of Man,” and 

Age of Reason,” the famous four ‘‘ Great 

Works” of. the Author-Hero, while its 

price puta it within the reach of all. 

Nevertheless Moncure D. Conway’s edi- 
tion will undoubtedly hav a large sale, 
and it deserves it, for the large, clear type 
and the broad-margined, white pages of 
the publishers make it a delight to the eye, . 
as the careful, systematic, sympathetic 
work of the learned editor causes it to be 
& joy to the mind of the lover of noble 
books which are given to the reader as 
the author wrote them. Every public li- 
brary will need this edition of Paine’s 
work. Bo willevery writer who has occa- 
sion to quote from Paine, or to refer to the 
early literature of this country. So also 
will all lovers of the heroes of the revolu- 
tionary epoch, for Thomas Paine spoke 
their greatest thoughts and voiced their 
deepest aspirations, and in thece volumes 
are included many magazine articles and 
other shorter papers which hav not before 
appeared in book form. One of these is 
an arraignment of slave dealers and a de- 
nunciation of slavery which first appeared 
in the Postscript to the Pennsylvania 
Journal and the Weekly Advertiser, 
March 8, 1775. Referring to this article, 
Mr. Conway says: ‘‘So far as I can dis- 
cover, to Thomas Paine belongs the honor 
of being the first American Abolitionist.” 
Paine also ‘‘partly drafted and signed 
the Act of Pennsylvania abolishing slav- 
ery, March 1, 1780—‘‘ the first legislativ 
measure of negro emancipation in Chris- 
tendom.” . 

One admirable feature of this edition of 
Paine’s works is the arrangement of his 
productions in their chronological order. 
In reading volume after volume we realize 
that we are assimilating the history of one 
of the momentous periods of human de- 
velopment, that these chapters were written 
on the spot, and that we are getting them 
in their regular sequence. This is the best 
possible of ‘‘ aids to the study of history." 

The contents of the first volume are as 
follows: 

**Introduétion,  Prefatory ‘Note to 
Paine’s First Essay, African Slavery in 
America, A Dialog between General Wolf 
and General Gage in a Wood near Boston, 
The Magazine in America, Useful and En- 
tertaining Hints, New Anecdotes of Alex- 
ander the Great, Reflections on the Life 
and Death of Lord Clive, Cupid and Hy- 
men, Dueling, Reflections on Titles, The 
Dream Interpreted, Reflections on Un- 
happy. Marriages, Thoughts on Defensiv 
War, An Occasional Letter on the Female 
Sex, A Serious Thought, Common Sense, 
Epistle to Quakers, The Forrester’s Let- 
ters, A: Dialog, The Ameriean Crisis, Re- 
treat Across the Delaware, Letter to 
Franklin in Paris, The Affair of Silas 
Deane, To the Public‘on Mr. Deane’s 
Affair, Messrs. Deane, Jay, and Gérard.” 

The publishers say in their prospectus 
that ‘‘it was only natural, after Mr. Oon- 
way had completed his anthoritativ biog- 
raphy of Paine, that the publishers 
should hav secured his services for the 
preparation of the definitiv edition of 
Paine’s - writings. Mr. Oonway’s re- 
searches for materials for the Life pecu- 
liarly fitted him to undertake the work of 
arranging and annotating the works of 
Paine. -The editor has availed himself of 
the facilities of the libraries in London 
and in Paris, and has discovered much 
hitherto unpublished material. 

** Mr. Conway has included this new ma- 
terial in his volumes. He hasalso followed 
the earliest editions in reprinting the bet- 
ter known essays, and has added valuable 
introductions and notes.” 

Writing of Paine’s style, and of his in- 
fluence, Mr. Conway naturally refers to 
the large number of ‘‘ characteristic\ es- 
says ” which hav escaped all previous com- 
pilers, and he shows that familiarity with 
them cannot prudently be despised. In 
this connection I will quote one long para- 
graph of Mr. Conway’s introduction: 

** Possessed of a style which, as Edmund 
Randolph said, insinuated itself into the 
hearts of learned and unlearned, he wrote 
not for the sake .of writing, penned no 


word for personal fame, cared not for the. 


morrow of his own reputation. His Quaker 
forerunner, George .Fox, was never more 
surrendered to the moving spirit of the 
moment. Absorbed in the point to be 
carried, discarding all rhetoric that did 
not feather his arrow, dealing with every 


detail as well as largest events and prin- 


ciples, his works are now invaluable to 
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the student of American history. In them 
the course of political events from 1774 to 
1787 may be followed almost from hour to 
hour, and even his military narrativs are 
of great importance. Previous editors of 
Paine’s works, concerned mainly with his 
theories, hav overlooked many of these 
occasional writings; but the historian, for 
whom such occasions are never past, will 
find in these recovered writings testimony 
all the more valuable because not meant 
for any day beyond that which elicited it. 
Chief-Justice Jay confided to a friend his 
belief that the Lisory of the American 
Revolution would never be written, on 
account of the reputations that would be 
affected were the truth fully told. That 
the history has not been really written is 
known to those who hav critically exam- 
ined the Stevens * Fac-similes,' the Letters 
of George III. and of George Washington. 
To these actual materials, awaiting the 
competent and courageous historian, are 
now added the writings of Thomas Paine, 
second to none in importance. Certainly 
there was no witness with better oppor- 
tunities for information, one more sleep- 
lessly vigilant or more thoroughly repre- 
sentativ of publie sentiment during the 
twelve momentous years in which the 
American government was founded." 

One word used by Mr. Conway in his 
Introduction more accurately than any 
other could describes this latest edition of 
the works of Thomas Paine. 'That word 
is adequate." Others hav been ‘‘labo- 
rious and useful collections,” but this is 
adequate, this is, equal to the task essayed, 
for it givs us what every painstaking 
student has long wanted, and what multi- 
tudes more will want as the years go by 
and Thomas Paine’s character and services 
come out from under the clouds of relig- 
ious bigotry and hatred. Literature, his- 
tory, truth, and rational patriotism, are 
all deeply indebted to Moncure D. Con- 
way: for Tos ** Life" and his compilation 
of the ** Works " of Thomas Paine. 
Epvoation oF BusrwESS-MEN IN EUROPE. 

A Report to the American Bankers’ As- 


JYot for Parsons. 


DozenricH: ‘Why do you insist upon 
the new pastor being a fat man?" Dea. 
con Broadside: ‘‘ Because fat men are 
generally short- winded. — Washington 
News. 

Suz was so pious during Lent 
I thought it best to shun her, 

So she’d hav leisure to repent; 

But in the forty days so spent 
My rival wooed and won her. 


Dr. Lirrany (on the way home from 
Easter service): ‘‘Ah, Miss Van Mode, 
Eastertide is truly a joyous occasion!” 
Miss Van Mode: ‘‘ Yes; one does feel so 
happy in new clothes!”—Puek. 


Towwy: ‘All these people havn’t gone 
to heaven, auntie.” Auntie: ''Hush, 
Tommy. Why do you say that?” 
Tommy: ‘‘ Because I read on some tomb- 
stones, ‘Peace to their ashes,’ and they 
-don’t hav ashes only where it’s very hot.” 
—Pick-Me- Up. 

A umr girl who was taken to the 
Episcopal church for the first time heard 
the clergyman read the text: ‘‘On these 
two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” ‘*Grandma,” said the 
little gir] after she got home, ‘‘do they 
hang tne prophets on the commandments 
just the same as they do presents on the 
Christmas tree?" 


“ Joun, getup. We really ought to go 
to church.” ‘*How’s the weather?” 
“ Too bad to drive.” ‘‘ Then there won't 
be a ball game, either." ‘‘No.” ‘‘Has 
. the paper come?” ‘Yes; it is only twenty 
pages to-day.” ‘‘Humph! Are we to 
dine out, or hav company?” ‘‘ Not this 
Sunday."  ''Has my new suit: come?" 
“Yes, and my bonnet.”  '*AIlD right. 
Let's go to church.”—Life. : 


Orp Mr. Hayseed (to his son Johnny, 
aged eighteen, who has just returned from 
a visit to his uncle’s people in New York): 
* I hope, Johnny, you did not neglect 


Edmund J. James, Ph.D. New York: 
American Bankers’ Association. Price, 
50 cents. 

This is Number 4 of the series, ‘‘ Educa- 
tion of Business Men.” It is one of the 
fruits of ‘‘a systematic effort to arouse 
public attention to the importance of pro- 
viding for a more extensiv and more 
thorough professional education of our 
business classes.” It appears to be just 
what is desired for the purpose named. 
Our Nzzp or PatnosopHy. An Appeal to 

the American People. An address de- 

livered on August 21, 1898, before the 

World’s Congress of Bhilosophy at Chi- 

cago. By Dr. Paul Carus. Chicago: 

Open Court Publishing Company. 10 

cents. 

Dr. Carus is an able writer and in this 
pamphlet he has expressed’ some good 
thoughts, but we do not know what he 
means by his closing statement that this 
nation has a ‘‘great opportunity that a 
kind Providence has provided.” 


First SrEPS In PurnosoPHy. (Physical 
and Ethical.) By William Mackintire 
Salter.  Chieago: Charles H. Kerr & 
Co. Cloth. Price, $1. 


Mr. Salter, whois one.of the most promi- 
nent promoters of the ethical culture move- 
ment, says in the preface to this book that 
philosophy, ‘‘whatever else it may mean, in- 
volves the clarification of our fundamental 
conceptions.” ‘First Steps" is ‘‘an ex- 
amination into two fundamental concep- 
tions—Matter and Duty." “Under the first 
head we hav an analysis of the definitions 
of matter, a consideration of the difficul- 
ties in realizing the idealistic view, and 
the reconciliation of that view with com- 
mon sense. Under the second head Mr. 
Salter inquires, ‘‘ What do we mean by 
duty?” and givs, as he sees them, thé ele- 
ments of the idea. He seeks for the 
rational basis of the idea of duty, and 
maintains that the realization of the nature 
of each being is the end for which we are 
to strive, and he tests other theories of 


sociation through Its Committee on 
Schools of Finance and Economy. By 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In R d Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beantiful hie re 


duty, such as Intuitionism and Utilitarian- 
ism, by this. 


What is Ignorance? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety, and] Honor, 
Concerning Education, ratitnde, a Fragrant Flower of Valne of Wealth, 


Condnet; or Right Doing ife, 
Virtue, the IlInminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, 


Avarice, Not a Means to Life’s 


est End, 
Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 


What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect, Reason and Free Inquiry. 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish Bride and Silly Prejn- Free Speech, 
ls the Une of Tobacco Danger- " eia eMe A Free Press, 

ous A nger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, 
Galttvetion of Tndividnality, " The Angel of Forgiveness, Riel Bie of Children, 

aracter, a Jewel of Great Price, ervation a Great t i i i 

Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, neant bus. Ld 


Industry, the Staff of Life, Pnnotnality, a Promoter of Snc- Moral Cleanliness 


Valne of a Trade, . Ce88, Politeness. The Gentleman. 
Recreation a Necessity, The Difiiculties of Life, Politeness. — Continned. — The 
Games of Chance, Temptation, tbe Demon on the Gentlewoman, 
l'ruth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, 
Whatisan Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
$ of a Pence: power of Will, isdoin. 

raud a Crime, ourage, a Necessity to Right 
"The Poison of Slander, Living y ; x 4 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beantifnl book of —whi 
has dedicated to the memory of ber father and mother—these “sentences. from the works M geri 
8ynthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 


As. with the physical, so with the ethical. A beltef, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
Spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissoluble bond ped Cube and QORSATUAD OA AR 
füetor n IA E taw which altereth not.—Herbert Spencer. 

ving is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr ing. ai "P NOT Caen eens 


Right Living" is well bonnd in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


1 THUMBSCREW AND RACK, snos 


10 Cts 
PER COPY 


12 COPIES AS 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 


the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and inclnding specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition, 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thnmbscrew, Iron Oollar, tbe Racz, the Iron Crown, Leg Ornsher, the Stocks, 
the Heretic Ostcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mon th: pear (gag), Iron Masks recommended 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and. Durning on the Wheel, ths Dncking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgie Up to Date the Execntion Bell, etc. » 

“I nsed to read in books," says Colonel Ingersoll, " how onr fathers persecuted mankind BntI 
never appreciated it. Lread it, but it did not bnrn itself into my sonl. I did not really appreciate 
the 1nfamies that have been committed in the name of religion nntilI saw the iron arguments thas 
Christians used." 7 € 

Price, 10 Cents per Copy. - ~ 12 Copies for $1.00 
BUX A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCATrER THEM AMONG YOUR CHRISTIAN NEIGHRORS! 
Address THE .RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


religious training 


Ah, no! 


attending the sanctuary while you were in 


New York?" Johnny: ‘‘ You bet I didn't. 


I went to a sacred concert every Sunday 
evening." Old Hayseed: ‘‘I’m glad -to 
hear, Johnny, that you didn’t forget the 
I've given you at home.” 
—Texas Siftings. : 


*Twas Easter services; her fair and soulful 


face 
Seemed quite the personation of piety and 


grace; 
And to this day, when memory her win- 


some presence brings, 


I think the thought her face first brought; 


an angel, minus wings. 


\ 
But was it prayer she offered as in loveli- 


ness she sat? 

She simply asked a friend, 

** Where did you get that hat?" "y 
— Nixon Waterman in Puck, 


Brorner BrnaAOE: ''I'se got a 'fession 
tuh make tuh you, deacon.” Deacon 
Dark: ‘‘ Wha’s-dat, Brer Black?" Brother 
Black: **Id was dis way. I'se made up 
my min' tuh rob Mistah Brown's melon- 
patch; but las’ night a ahparition 'peared 
tuh me, an’ by de drace ob de Lawd I'se 
spared dat sin, an’ see de error ob my | 
way." Deacon Dark (uneasily): ** Whad 
was de ahparition, Brer Black?" Brother 
Black: ‘‘ Why, I seed you a-comin’ out de 
patch wid two big bags, an’ I knowed 
shore 'nuff id was all up wif dis coon.” 
—Christian Statesman. 

A ConZEoTIon was lifted in a Boston 
Sunday-school last Sunday for a foreign 
mission, and the pupils of one class were 
asked each to repeat a verse from the 
Bible appropriate to the occasion. The 
first boy said: ‘‘It is more blessed to giv 
than to receive." ‘‘Good!” cried all. 
And then they went on: ‘‘ The Lord loveth 
a cheerful giver.” ‘‘ He that giveth to the 
poor lendeth to the Lord,” and so on. 
One boy staggered the teacher & bit by 
quoting: ‘‘The spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak," but a certain amount of 
appropriateness was recognized. ‘‘ Giv 
the devil his due,” lengthened some faces 
when the next boy blurted it out, but the 
climax was reached and the quotations 
ended when another boy shouted: ‘‘A fool 
and his money are soon parted.” — Boston 
Traveller. 


‘In Sydney,” said a dealer, ‘‘is a 
firm to whom I sell goods once in a 
great while. The senior partner is a regu- 
lar shark. Not long ago he loaned some 
money to a church society for the purchase 
of a new organ, When payment of the 
loan was made he charged the society 9 
per cent. This was refused and the prin- 
eipal was not,paid. Finally, one of the 
deacons of the church was sent to talk 
with the usurer. ‘‘You hav acted very 
badly,” said the pillar of the church. 
“ How’s that?” ‘Six per cent was enough 
interest." ‘‘Nine is fair.” ‘‘When the 
Lord looks down on that nine he will put 
a long black mark against vour name.” 
This staggered the old fellow for a mo- 
ment, but suddenly recovering, he 
replied: ** When the Lord looks down on 
that 9 he will think it's 6,”—@osfard 
Times, 
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Goms of Phought. 


‘Praos hath her victories,” and one of 
the greatest of them is won by people who 
overcome the desire to go to war.—Gal- 
veston News. 3 


Tax application of science, and above 
all of scientific skepticism, to history has 

et to be made; it will be fruitful in re- 
sults.—George Henry Lewes, 


Honesty that succeeds in business is not 
a question of religion or of religious be- 
lief. Honesty does not depend on any re- 
ligious creed or dogma that'was ever con- 
ceived.— Henry W. Bok. ` 


Most imaginativ people are radical, for 
even a bad man may sometimes‘uphold the 
side of right because he has intelligence 
enough to understand that things might 
be better managed in the future for all 
than they are in the present.—Grant 
Allen. 


Tue greatest evil of our times is the pre- 
vailing cowardice. We do not dare to 
assert our opinions, to bring. our outward 
lives into harmony with our inward con- 
victions; we believe it to be worldly policy 
to cling outwardly to relics of former 
ages, when at heart we sre completely 
severed from them,—Maz Nordau, 


I conress that I look forward to the in- 
ternational lebor partnerships as the best 
prospects the world has of: coercing those 
hateful instincts of governments, all alike 
irresponsible and indifferent, by which na- 
tions are perpetually armed against each 
other to the infinit detriment, loss, and 
demoralization of all.— Thorold Rogers. 


Man can only be a gainer, and not a 
loser, both intellectually and morally, by 
the spread of knowledge and education, 
and by the disappearance of superstitious 
ideas. To refuse to recognize this is to 
run counter to all reason and all history. 
Popular theories about the government of 
the world and immortality may change 
and take whatever forms they like; human 
society will not be changed for all that, 
and will not come to grief. — Büchner. 


Tue consciousness of having reflected 
seriously and conclusivly on important 
questions, whether social or spiritual, aug- 
ments dignity while it does not lessen hu- 
manity. In this sense, taking thought can 
and does add a cubit to our stature. Opin- 
ions which we may not feel bound, or even 
permitted, to press on other people, are 
not the less forces for being latent. They 
shape ideals, und itis ideals that inspire con- 
duct.—John Morley, ** On Compromise.” 


‘Manners are of more importance than 
laws. Upon them, in a great measure, the 
laws depend. The law touches us but here 
andthere, now and then; manners are what 
vex or soothe, corrupt or purify, exalt or 
debase, barbarize or refine us by a constant, 
steady, uniform, insensible operation like 
that of the air we breathe in. They giv 
their whole form and color to our lives, 
According to their quality, they aid morals, 
they supply them, or they totally destroy 
them.— Burke. 


Anp the church did lead the blind and 
appealing Polyphemus of humanity—led 
him for ages in the tenebrious cave, its 
floor ghastly with bones, its sides horrent 


with blood; and, in the darkness, human- 


ity's hands touched the back of the in- 
definit anthronic monster, Superstition, 
and the shapeless bulk of the troglodyte 
dragon of Ignorance, The church led and 
the nations followed, and the track over 
which the leader led is known as the Dark 
Ages.—Saladin. 


Let us be austere to ourselvs, but do 
not let us impoverish life. Let us not de- 
prive humanity of its joys; let us take 
pleasure in beholding its enjoyment. The 
Joy of others is a great part of our own; it 
constitutes that great recompense of a 
good life, which is gaiety. I hav been re- 
proached with too much parade of this 
religion, so easy in appearance, but the 
most difficult of all in reality. Wishing 
will notmake one gay. One must belong 
to an old race, not blasé; one must also 
be satisfied with one’s life. My life has 
been what I should wish, what I conceive 
asthe best. I would not alter much if I had 
to liv it over again. On the other hand, I 
hav little to fear of the future. I shall 
hav my biography and my legend. My 
legend? Yes. Having myself a little of 
the trick of ecclesiastical writers, I can 
trace it out in advance. The legends of 
the enemies of the official church are all 
cast in the same mold. The fate which 
the book of Acts attributes to Judas is its 
essential feature, For one party of tradi- 
tion I shall finish like that, in & fashion 
compounded of Arius and Voltaire. God, 
how black I shall be! All the more be- 
cause when the church feels: herself lost, 
she will go down maliciously, biting like a 
mad dog. In spite of all I hav confidence 
1n reason. The-enlightened part of hu- 
manity, the only part I care for, will hold 
mein some: egteem.—Z2enan. 


DEMAND POND'S 
EXTRACT. AVOID 
ALL IMITATIONS. 


FOR 
ALL PAIN 
Rheumatism 
Feminine 
Il Complaints 
Lameness 
Soreness 
Wounds 
was" Bruises 

Catarrh 


S Burns 


Piles 


POND' 
EXTRACT 


^ It will Cure. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plaiu statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plote, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 

rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminate 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awfal Disclosnres of Maria Monk, 


as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 


FAC-SIMILE OF 
BOTTLE WITH 


BUFF 


ine her residence of five years as & novice, an 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation a8 this 
work. 'To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was '* 
better than she should be," but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame" was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 76 cents. 

Anrienlar Confession and Popish Nnn- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nung in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 76 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolntion. A Review of 
the system of auricnlar confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked." from the " Master Key to Popery,” 
‘etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system 80 invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 

ty. to the ingenuous openness of youth 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. an 
action. Price, paper, 2% cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev, Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land, Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 1t cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awfnl Disclosures 


Respecting New Pan Convent, Bore- 
üg ; win a ven 

We inimical fo chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

E per, Exc ums 

106 SPP THE TRUTH SEEKER O8, 
25 Lafayette Placo, New York Uity. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Snmmer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Il- 

lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 

Woman: Fonr Centnries of Progress. 

By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. 

Apples of. Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Honr. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Ouly Free- 
thinkers’ Children's Story-book ever issued. 

66 full-page illustrations and 95 smaller; large 

tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 

trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 

-comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Snnday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland. D.D., in 1871. Price. 28c- 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best iikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 


dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
aq 2 Lafayette Place, New York. 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Plustrations sne- 


cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donal &per, 10 cents. 
Ninth 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible. 


edition. ce, 15 cents. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 


By John E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. i 


Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 


trated. By Samuel P. 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 


Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. B» the Editor of THE TRUTH 
Sxxzxsr. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 centa. 


Handbook of Freethonght. By W. S. 
Bell. Cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Provethatthe Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 

non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

: Development, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the pss of Fpilanthropy and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. l7 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide to Its Source. ByJacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesns. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 76 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents. | 
Woman, Chnrch, and State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Clot + $2; leather, $3. 

The Chnreh and Freethonght. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inqnirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 

Woman: Fonr Centnries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 
Fonr Hnndred Years of Freethonght. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant. binding, over one hundred por- 
raits, 


Putnam. Paper, 95 


i| Truth Seeker Library. 


Pnblished Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issuns oF 1891.—$38. 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891...................-- $0 26 

Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- " 
IIO, eee oco to esee ea seo apee ode eipireee 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Ilus- A 

[2525 T T 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- is 

Nett. iisas assiésewxseve eere oe 
Ohristian Ábsurdities. John Peck........... 20 
Victor Hugo's Oratioy on Voltaire........... . 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Ilustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 26 
Travels in_ Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

son. Robert C. Ad&ms............... ew 25 
Strike of a Sex, George N. Miller............ 25 

y Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- E 

MAM eo i ires ase eaa oaa a 
The Higher Ortum in Theology and Re- 

ligion. 'T. E. Longshore............. S 50 

Issuxs or 1892.—$38. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights et Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- ú 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 

.,, dener......... i33c:rradesese sas vase € 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remeburg slew ata siete eee 25 
A Disclosures of Maria Monk............ 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire...... pseeessseseese 25 
Why Dont God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- ie 

eock,.......... dissessde! “as vee acess, 

Liberty in ‘Literature. . Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
- _By Col. Robert G. Ingerso: 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. i 
I cp sicar dese sevtgesedesctocssusvegs 
Candle From Under the Bushel i 
DR ND PEN TT . 
The Holy Bible Abridged... .. 80 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
Remsburg....... ......... m 10 
. . lssuxs oF 1898.—$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert ` 

G.Ingersoll....................-.. -— 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

. mann..........e- futu TOPPED 50 
Orimes:of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings ................ — €] 
Resurrection of Jesus...................- 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. 50 

gion a Curse; Heligion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. §, P. Putnam............. 2w 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

Tue TRUTH SEERER........... 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a © 

John E. Remsburg........... ipd 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 

trated. Jj DBm.........eeennnn 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies.. Thos. Paine.. 16 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, dn 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein... 10 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson . 25 
sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 

ewhall Convent..... CAI SETER 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
WIXOD...seessessseseee A .... 10 
Issues or 1894. —$3. 
Thumbscrew aud Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Belf-Contradictions of the Bible. W. H. Burr 16 


Durıng the year, other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ag they appear. j 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. s 

Bingle numbers sold at prices quoted 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Boberts. Price,50 cents. _ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 
Price, 10 cents. Address Tug TRUTH SFEEFEB 


THE GIANT DELUSION. 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OYTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. - 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


rds in Oriental History, 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- - 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added. 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


ters. 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
ohapters. 
Part IlL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
chavters. 
Part IY W henge Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Press Notices. 


The style is forcible and terse, the reasonin 
ood, and as the facts upon which the argumen 
8 based &relargeiy Christian, our theological 
jfriends will have some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 
This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, don. 
Is a moat valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture RÀ the nineteenth century.—Progressive 
nker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, $8 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Wettstein’s : Repair : Department. 


Berea, Oato. 
Otro WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.. Bro, Matertar- 
ist: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just three and a half 
days from the time it left this station. is 
t was put into No. 1 shape and is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 
I have other work in your line to be done you 
shall have it. A, E. Bur 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. I have personally 
managed my repair department for84 years and’ 
no watch is permitted to leave My establishment 
until in perfect order and closely regulated. 


PRICE LIST. 


Cleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or thre 
$1 jobs at $2.50. 1 MEE 
All work warranted one year. Liberal dis- 
counts to agents. : 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LISB?AL JBWBLPDR. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


e Vreethought Badge. 


Th 
The Ingersol! Souvenir B . 
RESON OF (bs Wettstein Watch. ROn 


Send for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 
Mention TAE TRUTH BEEKER. 


YN CRAND DISCOVERY ! 


WANTED. live man or woman in every 
county where we have not already secured a 
representative io sell our “Nevada Silver" 
SOLID METAL. Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumers; &s0lid metal white as silvers no plate to 
wear off; goods guaranteed to wear a lifetime, cost 
about one-tenth ot of silvers the chance of a life- 

to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready salca cverymhers, 80 great 1g the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over Ono Mil- 


lion Dollars’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Adérss Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. ‘2, Boston, Mass. 


And REOP t$, All prices, Viewn 
every subjecot for C EXHIBITIONS, ec. 

CP A profitable business for a man with a emall capital. Also, 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 page Catalogue fres. 


MCALLISTER, Mfg. Opticians, 49 Nassau SteyNaVeo | 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


time; agents average from §. 
mi 


b 
booklet will be sent to their address for 
en cents, sealed in a plain envelope 

F giving causes and symptoms of thecom 
: laints, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery an Out 
ward Application a positive cure—the only rem. 
edy of the kind fn extstence—with evidences of euo 
cena, Address. — pp, Re P. FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw thisadver Vineland, N.J. '- 


ta I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, Ana i trust ihe Freethinkers of the land 
ill give me their patronage and no e their 
fime and money on Ohristian dootors.—Dr. Fe} . 
s. 
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GATHERING HOME 


PEOPLE WHO HAD NEVER BEEN AWAY. 


Yet thus saith the Lord God: At the end of forty years will I gather the Egyptians from the people whither they 


hav been scattered. — Ezek. xxix, 13. 


BOOKS 


BY 


SALADIN 


(CW. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the 


LONDON AGNOSTIO JOURNAL. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK: 


is book el Ingersoll wrote to the author: *' You have earned the 
E AE rong tbis EAM Foiea wor cot Mera Dar pen of sound SERT, of castio 
h ,of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing satire, of pathos and eiog . one o 
the hesviest foonoclastic broadsides ever fired at the Jewish God and the Bible. 
Cloth, gold letters, $1.25. 


“WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, AND HER GOD. 


The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “ Christianity elevated the woman; it shrouded 
as with a halo of sacred innocence the tender years of the child." The object of Saladin’s work 
is to show the archdeacon his error,and he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“This certainly is one of the most marvelous books ever igsued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is convincing. 

In two volumes, cloth. gilt lettered, $2.50. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 


A condensation of the known facts upon this subject, proving that Ohristianity did not 
abolish but aided this infamous traffic in human beings. To which are added such comments 
as only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. - 


THE TRANSITION. 


A consideration of the antagonism of the Bible and science, and of the question wh? 
the veiled or #llegorioal portions of the Christian Bible can be interpreted by modern soie 
n p&per, cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 


Being Random Notes and Sketches. Rome of its subjects are: A Last Interview Wera, 
Man of Genius; Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceticism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; God in the Constitution; Bruno; Gods; Witchcraft, etc. This may be calle? Bala- 
din’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, and is one of the books that lovers of stron” " orature 
like to read again aud again. In cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 


This book reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, being romantio, historie.. „e4, aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetio genius. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE and OTHER POEMS. 


The title poem is a story of intense passion, touchingly told. The other twe: poems 
are fresh, e une thoughtful, and every verse press the thinker, observer, and mer 
Every page glows with passion and throbs with life. 

Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one whe endured it. Based upon a manuscript in the possession of Saladin 
paper, 10 cents. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 


Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut down from the gallows. Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. In paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN and REAPED. 


A short story of clerical crime and villainy founded on fact. Of this book the Open Oourt 
said: “This novel will command the same, or more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story, ‘Is 
This Your Son, My Lord?’” In paper, 25 cents. 


THE CONFESSIONAL. 


Being an exposure of that infamous religious rite. Contents: Li.  tiousness of the Pre- 
Reformation Church; Lechery of the Confessional; The Priest in Absc ‘on; Confessions of 
the Escaped Nun; Extracts from Dens and Liguori; Examination of tr. Ühurch's Claim to 
have Fostered Learning; Her Atte pts at Continency even more Ruinous than Her Self- 
Indulgence; The Relative Criminal Statistics of Catholicism and Protestantism 


paper, 25 cents. e 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 3» Lafayette Place. New York. 


Taw all of thara works address 
“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” | POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


A Leaflet showing tht the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribute 
to nor found charities isa falso ood. Itought tc 
be widely circulate ia meet the calumny. Price, 

cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
Banas, 2 Lafayotte place, Now York. 


ACCOUNT OF ' 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 60 cents: cloth, 75 cents 


AT THE 


WORLD'S FAIR 


SAW AND ADMIRED THE 


LAWNS | 


PRODUCED BY SOWING THE 


HENDERSON 
5 LAWN GRASS SEED, 


f You can duplicate these in 
any size by following the sim- 

ple directions which we send, 

P| without charge, with every i3 
order. 

The Henderson Lawn Grass 
Seed can be obtained from 
druggists, dealers or us direct, 
for 26 cents per qt., $1.60 per à 
T peck, $5.00 per bushel. If by ; 
7 mail, add 6 cents per qt. for 

postage. 

A quart will sow an area 15 X i} 
v, 20 feet—300 square feet; foran i 

acre 6 busheis are required. 4$ 

Our 1894 Catalogue of 
“EVERYTHING for the X 
| GARDEN” wil be sent 2 

FREE with every order if you 
A will name paper and date ot 
issue of this advertisement. ; 
en Every copy, With postage, costs #% 
MS ws 25 cts., and should be in the & 

hands Of every one interested in 

j garden matters.—Its 160 pages § 

z contain nearly 500 engravings 

E and six colored plates of flowers ‘Y 

| and vegetables. PostageBStamps ¢ 

; accepted as cash. 


| PETER HENDERSON & CD, < 


35 &31 Cortlandt St., New York. 


Ni 


—0— 


Ancient Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 


{ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - --- $1.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ME WONDERCABINET 
n he FREE, 


Pack Trick 


Bargains for 10c, for postage. 
INGERSOLL & BRO., 65 Cortlandt Btreet N, Y. 


JY ews of the Wook. 


A PAPER trust is in process of formation, 


Jane P. Avsttn, the well-known author 
died in Boston last week. os 


Gores Trockwog Ovrtis, at one time a 
prominent politician, died last week. 

Ir is said that Protestants are increasing 
and Catholics decreasing in numbers in 
Germany. 


Tue Senate began debate on the tariff 
bill April 2, seven weeks after it was sent 
up from the House, i 


J. Heron Foster has been forced by 
ill-health to suspend the publication of his 
Pennsylvania Nationalist. ós 


VigroR E. LEgNNSTRAND, the Swedish 
Freethinker, has recently submitted to 


| the fifth surgical operation and is in pre- 


earious health. 


Tue Russian-German commercial treaty 
passed the German Reichstag by a strong 
majority. It is a step in the interest of 
peace and progress. : i 


A sSPEOIAL bill was rushed through the 
New York legislature and signed by the 
governor providing that when a fishin, 
season begins on Sunday it shall be lawf 
to fish on the preceding Saturday. 


Tus City of Mexico is more than one 
hundred years ahead of New York in hav- 
ing & pawnshop established on humane 
princivles—the Monte de Pieda, founded 
jn 1775 by a gift of $800,000 from Senor 
Don Pedro Romero de Terreros, . 


TuE jury in the case of Laidlaw vs. Sage 
givs $25,000 to the plaintiff, Laidlaw was 
a Clerk in Russell Sage’s office at the time 
that Norcross attempted to blow up the 
latter with dynamite and claims that Sage 
seized and held him, Laidlaw, between 
Norcross and himself, 


Tue new treaty with China, pending in 
the Senate, mitigates some of the inhuman 
features of the Geary law, but does not 
deny the right to exclude, China asking 
only that she hay the right to exclude 
United States laborers from China, if such 
exclusion seems desirable to her. 


Governor NonrHEN of Georgia ap- 
pointed Speaker Crisp to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Colquitt, Mr. 
Crisp declines, deeming that the interests 
of the party demand his retention of the 
office he now holds. The governor has 
substituted Patrick Walsh, an Atlanta 
editor, who accepts. 


SixrEEN more Gravesenders hav been 
sentenced to imprisonment and it is prob-., 
able that there will be another extraor- ~ 
dinary session of the grand jury to secure 
indietments against persons hitherto un- 
suspected, but. who were implicated in the 
election frauds by the confessions of some 
of the last batch of convicts. 


Lovis KossutH was buried at Budapest 
on Sunday last. More than 100,000 pess- 
ants came into the city, mostly on foot, 
and 300,000 people crowded the streets 
during the ceremonies, singing the revo- 
lutionary air ''Szozat." Maurice Jokai 
delivered the chief address. In the pro- 
cession the Honveds of 1848 led the lines 
carrying with them their old standard, 
and flags. 


At Milwaukee on April ist about thirty 
members of the Polish A.P.A. broke down 
the doors of the St. Vincent Catholic 
school house and attacked the St. Vincent 
branch of the Catholic Columbian League 
with axes, hatchets, and knives. Several 
persons were badly injured, one fatally. 
The Columbian League is a society or- 
ganized to counteract the A. P. A., and 
n holding a meeting behind closed 

oors. 


In a car on the Pennsylvania road were 
fifty-two tramps. On the Wilson bill they 
stood twenty-seven in favor of the bill and 
ten against it, and fifteen had no choice, 
ag they would not work if they had & 
chance, as they do not believe init, The 
nationalities were then taken up, which 
showed the crowd consisted of ten Irish- 
born, twelve German, seven English, three. 
French, and seventeen American, which 
included most of the fifteen who would: 
not work. The others present were a: 
Dane, a Swede, and a Hungarian. 


Tyre is serious trouble in South Osro- 
lina over the attempt to enforce the dis- 
pensary law. The searching by state 
spies of private houses for concealed 
liquors caused a number of deaths at Dar- 
lington, Governor Tillman called out 
several companies of militia, most of whom 
refused to obey orders, and hav disbanded. 
Tillman seized the Coast Line railroad 
and established a censorship of the tele- 
graph companies, The citizens of Flor- 
ence offered to.send assistance to Darling- 
ton in its fight against the spies and prob- 
able conflict with country volunteers who 
hav come to the governor’s aid. But the 
Darlington authorities seem to bav re- 
stored order. Florence and Darlington 
are under martial law. 
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Question. As the Devil is a necessary and prominent party inthe Christian scheme, 
Z when does J. C. balance accounts with him, or is he swindled ovk of o large portion = +H 
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3 ç ust claims, As many cthers are when dealing with Christians? === 
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POPULAR EDITIONS 
OF 


EATING THE DEVIL OUT OF HIS DUES—ANOTHER VIE 


LL L———————————— 


OF THE 


CONWAY'S EDITION 
OF 


Thomas Paine’s Works. |THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


PRRARARARADRDN DDO DOO 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.5 
6 copies for $1; cloth, 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; clo., 756. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
Lite). By J. E. Remsburg. 
Portrait. Pap.,60c.; clo., 750. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap.,400.; Clo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800pp.; 
clo.. $3; leather, 84; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

LIFE OF. By ©. Blanchard. 

À Pap ,40c.; clo., with portrait, 60c. 
LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and ligious Career in 
America, Franco, and England, 
anda Sketch by William Cobbett, 
The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 500. 

LIFE OF. ByG. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 

REFORMER. Underwood. 10e 

POLITICAL WORKS: ‘‘Com- 


mon Sense,” *' Crisis,” “ Rights of 


Man" $1.50. 
RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke’s Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. Pap.,40c ; clo.. 756. 
TESTIMONIALS TO His MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 106. 
THEOLOGICAL WORKES:''Age 
of Reason,” * Examination of the 
Prophecies," etc., with Life of 
Paine and steel portrait, $1.50. 
VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 
Observer. By R. Q. Ingersoll. 100. 


Address THE TRUTH EEKER, ® Lafayette Place, New York. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ** The Life of Thomas Paine,” ‘‘ Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph," eto. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's “ Life of 
Paine.” Price per Volume, $2.52. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies ‚bound in half leather, gil 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ‘*The Writings of Washington,” ‘The 
Writings of Jefferson,” etc. Price, per volume, $4. 


__ For the general reader the $3 edition of Paine’s works is sufficient, as it contains all of his 
writings upon which his fame substantially rests. But for those who desire to go deepor into the 
subject of the man and polemic we can most, unreservedly commend the “Life of Paine” by Mr. 
Conway, and this edition of Paine’s works edited byhim It is the fullest that we aro likely to have, 
and the student of history, and particularly the writer, should have it upon his shelves. 

The work, will consist, of tour volumes, and will be arranged chronologically. The cause of 
America, a8 Paine said, made him an author, and the first volume will cover the period of the 
American Revolution, beginning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with Paine’s anti- 
slayer essay, and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the .Pennsywvanta Mi 
tbese being followed by the great revolutionary, po itical, and controversial pamphlets whic: 
such & Bre ‘ound impression on the country. . : 

.. Thesecona volume will consist mainty ot the “ Rights of Man,” and pamphlets relating to-Eng- 
lish politics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs. Ad in 

The third and foarth volumes will consist mainly of Paine’s religious writings, but will also 
contain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 
given Paine’s poems. , 7 3 

The first volume is now ready for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
whole set will be taken and filled as the volumes &opear,or the volumes can be purchased sepa- 
rately. dress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


T he Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CPYTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With References to the most 2lain and Striking S+If-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
"enpiures- Tneluding Qnestions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City: 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


— FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 


the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. : 
It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. ; erem : 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, " 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from tlie Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men . 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION 


from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. l 

~ The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments :` 


Woman’s Emancipation. 


Philosophy. Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire, Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi, Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. J efferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. { Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni.. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. ` 
Oomte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B, Anthony. 
Feuerbach. irard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. MatildaJoslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen, Helen H. Gardener. 

; Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. l 

It will give a history of the . 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


‘at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Frée- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


Horace Seaver, aeons E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., ‘Susan H. Wixon, 


J. P. Mendum, . M. Maedonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, -Mrs.. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Hey wood, Mrs. M. A, Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, . Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the: advancement of Freethought and whose names 
Should be remembered throughout the Liberalranks. "There will also be ábout 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


. 4 

and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. . 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

- This book will contain . 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the publie, and no Freethinker 


can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
-OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements: with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. IE E a 

We need more subscribers to "Tug 
Truru Szrxrs, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can doa little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: . - : 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of ‘FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,”: 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themseives, we 
will offer  ' ' 

To the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of - 


Old Testament Stories — 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- - 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
toe HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
ree, | 


- To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 

mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old: Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W, S. Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A. Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought " as soon as the 
book is issued. _ 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed. 
will have their names en. 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 


i 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - APRIL 14, 1894. 


^ SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subsoription, in AAVANCE.........cesccesesscesccenseee ce $3 06 
One subscription two years, in advance................. RARA 5 00 
Two NOW SUbSOribers......anassssuanoostssasasuaanaruusenaasaosuo 5 00 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittanoe. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subsoribers, in one remit- 


DORs o iexvosevsseqeegsevtbasvesVieoroevasqesevevzUevses cesa 
One fnbeoriphion with three now subsoribers, in one remit- 
E EET E E A E E O 8 50 
One subsorition with four new subsoribers, in one remit- ! 
heesusedeesesesesetuerrsseesteuzorarrssmeguniesuqes ceeece 00 


Any aie over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s’ money order 
postal order. draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address oonvmunioattons and make drafts, oheoks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payadleto. E. M. MAODONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NO'TICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
renders if they will send us the name and address of 
‘any. Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we.make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 

` the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5' we will send Taz Truru Srexer one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete" 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will "T Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tur. TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taurz Szuxzn one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trora SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book " 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tux Turn Srzxer one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


. For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru SErKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old. and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


Catholic and Protestant and Biblical Inerraney. 


In reading the history of the struggle precipitated 
by the discoveries and theories of Copernicus and 
Galileo one is strongly impressed with the fact that 
the Catholic church blundered fatally in staking her 
reputation for infallibility upon the literal truth of 
certain passages in the Bible. She risked all upon 
the inerrancy of the scriptures, and she lost. 
To-day she would giv very much indeed if she could 
wipe out the record she made in that cruel but 
futil attempt to put the new wine of science into 
the old bottles of Biblical legend, to bind the grow- 
ing brain of the world in the stifling compresses 
fashioned by men whose conceptions of the universe 
and of man were exceedingly primitiv and almost 
wholly misleading. She did not forget that lesson. 
To her Protestant children was left most of the 
burden of maintaining the inspiration of the Bible 
writers against the assaults of the geologists. Her 
more astute leaders did not wish to identify their 
reputations with another losing struggle like that 
in which Urban VIII. and Alexander VII., with 
Bellarmin and a host of other prelates, had fought 
against Galileo and his successors. They saw that 
the dogma of an infallible book was a dangerous 
one to hold in the face of a critical world. Almost 
always better strategists than the Protestants, the 
Roman Catholic dignitaries and apologists hav 


‘| generally prudently declined, since the Galileo 


episode, to hazard much upon. the asserted divinity 
of the Bible. It was far less risky to defend the 
church’s traditions than the Bible’s statements. 
The latter are there in black and white and they 
cannot be got away from easily. Aninfallible Pope 
is far better for any church than is an infallible 
book; if the church wishes to maintain its power 
and prestige in a world of study and science. 
Never was the Catholic church more far-seeing 
and wise than when she resolved to send her in- 
quiring children to the Pope instead of to the 
Bible, and so we cannot help wondering what Leo 
XIII. had in mind when he issued his recent 
encyclical enjoining the study of the Bible upon the 
priesthood. Did he think that Catholic sophistry 
could do what Protestant sophistry has so ignobly 
failed to do—nullify the eftects of scientific investi- 
gation and cancel the results of the Higher Criti- 
cism? If he did, he has fooled himself as signally 
as did his predecessors when they attempted to put 
the earth back as the center of our solar system 
after the telescope of Galileo had revealed that the 
sun occupied that position and that, consequently, 
the Bible writers did not know anything about as- 
tronomy. An “open Bible” is the bane of Protest- 
antism and the efficient auxiliary of Freethought. 
We want the Bible to be read and studied by all. 
The Christian who lets his priest or preacher read 
and interpret the scriptures for him is not on the 
highway- that leads to Liberalism, but when he 
reads them for himself he is in danger of losing his 
faith in them, if he has fair reasoning powers. If Leo 
could put the Bible into the hands of all members 
of his church who can read and induce them to 
study it carefully it would be the heaviest blow that 
ecclesiastical organization has ever received. The 
Roman church rests by tradition on the Bible, and 
to hav that foundation examined by tens of millions 
of people to whom its contradictions and absurd- 
ities had not become familiar by long association 
would hav the effect of a score of powerful bombs 
exploded at the base of the pillars of the temple. 
That scholarly Catholics realize this there are not 
lacking plenty of indications. The New York Zrib- 
une of Sunday, April 1st, quotes at great length 
from advance sheets of an article written for the 
April number of the Contemporary Review by the 


learned Catholic who, in 1892 and 1893, contributed 
to the same review a series of articles on the Papal 
policy. This writer, who conceals his identity un- 
der & pen name, remarks: 


“Why we Catholics, of all Christians, should expose 
our church to such terrible and needless risks, merely in 
order to compel men to believe that the Bible we so sel- 
dom open is absolutely free from error, is one of those 
profound mysteries which it is hopeless to try to solve; 
for we oan never convince outsiders of the truth of this 
assertion, and for them alone is it a matter of real impor- 
tance. For the needs of members of the true fold this 
doctrin possesses no inherent fitness. The vast majority 
of them never open a Bible. To them a text from Gene- 
sis is the same as one from Isaiah or Esther, and no text 
has any intrinsio weight of ita own, being dependent for 
its force upon the teaching of the church. When in 
search of light and guidance, as many of us are at pres- 
ent, it is not to the Bible that we hav recourse, but 
directly to the church or its venerable head.” 


Continuing, this writer says that in his previous 
papers he had emphasized these facts, and had 
humbly called upon the Pope to “interpose his in- 
fallible authority.” Then came the report that Leo . 
was preparing an encyclical upon Biblical studies 
* which would set all our doubts and misgivings at 
rest.” 


‘¢ Butour joy was singularly short-lived. Itsoon leaked 
out that the sovereign pontiff, whose infallibility provi- 
dentially stops short at definitions, was being inspired 
solely by theologians who pride themselvs on their ability 
to tackle the most intricate Biblical problems in the off- 
hand manner in which Hegel was wont to deal with all 
scientific questions—a priori. Further inquiries made it 
clear that our holy father had shut his ears to the sug- 
gestions and warnings of the very few Oatholics who are 
entitled to speak with authority on Bible criticism, and 
was constituting himself the spokesman of their acou- 
sers.” 


It will be observed that, in the estimation of this 
essayist, there are but few Catholics “who are en- 
titled to speak with authority on Bible criticism ;” 
that is, there are but few who know that it is 
utterly impossible to reconvile the Bible with 
science, history, and the fruits of comparativ crit- 
icism. Evidently the present Pope is not one of 
these few competent Catholic students of the Bible, 
else he would not hav issued this rash encyclical. 
The Contemporary’s contributor continues to score 
the infallible head of his church in this caustic 
fashion : 


*"Having enumerated the services of theologians of 
past ages, his holiness giva expression to his solicitude 
that the clergy of to-day should follow in their footsteps, 
and with this object in view ordains that the study of the 
Bible be prosecuted in a manner befitting the importance 
of the subjeot and the needs of the time. What he 
understands by this is made perfectly clear by the rules 
he lays down for their guidance, which are in truth ad- 
mirably calculated to render all conflict between science 
and revelation impossible. - * * They areallsummed up 
in Augustine’s comprehensiv rule, upon which the sover- 
eign pontiff dwells with manifest admiration—that when- 
ever & new fact is discovered by science, and so con- 
clusivly established that it cannot be called in question, 
it behooves us to set about proving that it does not ran 
counter to holy writ; but if a new.scientific proposition 
be found incompatible with the testimony of the Bible, 
then it is our bounden duty to demonstrate that it is most 
false, or if we cannot sccomplish this, we must at least 
firmly believe—without the shadow of a doubt—that it 
is go." 


Now follows some delicious sarcasm: 


“Nor do these wholesome restrictions in any way 
fetter the liberty or retard the progress of the student. 
He still has a vast field for bis research, which he can 
plow in perfect safety under the protecting wing of the- 
ology. For theology is the one science whose conolu- 
sions we cal accept with a light heart and an easy con- 
goience. Superior to all others, ‘she employs them all 
as her inferiors and handmaids.’ And according to the 
teaching of theologians and the Fathers, there is no error 
in the Bible which in its entirety, as in each of its parta, - 
was written by divine inspiration. Although not in- 
tended to initiate us into the mysteries of profane sciences, 
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it is nevertheless infallible even with respect to these; 
for God is the author of holv writ, the individual writers 
being his instruments in the same sense as our hands, 
when we write, are the instruments of our brains. Oon- 
sequently, those who hold that there is or can be in the 
scriptures any error of any kind on any subject whatso- 
ever, ‘either pervert the Catholic notion of divine in- 
spiration, or else accuse God himself of error.’ " 

Touching the inerrancy of the Bible, as main- 
tained by the Pope, we quote this: 

“I now proceed to offer a few remarks on the two 
main propositions of the encyclical: First, that the Bible 
is wholly free from all admixture of error, because error 
must spring from s human source, and all human sources 
are eliminated by the doctrin, that God is not merely the 
inspirer, but also the actual author of the scriptures; and 
secondly, that it is as possible as it is necessary to study 
the text scientifically without ever being confronted by 
any of the inconvenient problems of ‘Higher Oriticism.’ 

** The first of these two theses is calculated to astonish 

the unbiased reader of the encyclical more than aught 
else it contains. For not only does it eliminate all errors 
contrary to the doctrins of the church, but likewise all 
mistakes and inaccuracies in matters of science and his- 
tory, and categorically denies the possibility of any con- 
tradictions, discrepancies, or even inconsistencies be- 
tween the various writers of the scriptures. The pious 
Catholic will discern and respect the noble sentiment that 
prompted this belief, and most Christians feel that it 
would hay been more in harmony with our human 
notions of what a book written by an omniscient being 
for the purpose of revealing himself to mankind should 
be, had it been preserved from all admixture of error, 
contradiction, and obscurity. But surely the inscruta- 
bility of God’s ways, which we hav already laden with 
weighty mysteries and seeming impossibilities, will easily 
bear the further strain of the many contradictions in 
secondary matters which we find in the Bible. That they 
cannot be lightly brushed aside nor otherwise disposed of 
will appear manifest from a few concrete instances taken 
at random.” 


Of course this givs away the whole case for the 
Bible, but the writer is more honest than most of 
the apologists of the Protestant churches, for he 
admits that there are contradictions which “ cannot 
be lightly brushed aside” and he does not want to 
be placed in a position where, as a faithful Catholic, 
he must contend that the contradictions are non-. 
existent. He prefers to throw upon the already 
overburdened scapegoat—“the inserutability of 
God's ways"— the additional load of Bible contra- 
dictions, inaccuracies, and nescience. Commenting 
upon contradictions in Exodus, Leviticus, and 
Numbers, our author passes to Daniel and points 
out some historical errors 


‘‘with which the papal encyclical no longer allows us to 
saddle the writer of the book of Daniel. We are to hold 
that God is the author of the book, and that the error 
forthwith becomes a lucid statement of fact.” 


Poor Leo! And after that merciless cut his un- 
dutiful son gets after him in this way: 


‘When enacting laws concerning the food that was to 

be regarded as clean or unclean Jahveh strictly forbade 
his chosen people to partake of the flesh of the hare. 
And he said in very clear and absolutely unmistakable 
terms: ‘And the hare, because he cheweth the cud, but 
divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you.’ Now it 
is not true that the hare chews the cud; it is an error. 
And the only way to prove that it was not an error then 
would be to show that hares in those days did chew 
the cud but hav since abandoned the practice. We 
hitherto explained this by saying the statement was made 
by the authors of Leviticus and Deuteronomy, and is of 
no account from a religious point of view; otherwise it 
would not be found in the Bible. To-day our attitude is 
different. We are now to suy: ‘These words hav nota 
man but God himself for author. It is not perhaps true 
that the hare chews the cud, but it is no error to main- 
tain that it does, if it be God who puts forward the 
thesis. : 
*Jahveh himself thought, acted, and lived like an 
apotheosized son of Israel. He dwells at one time in 
Paradise, where he takes his walks in the cool of the 
evening, graciously conversing with its human inhabit- 
ants. He does not know exactly what is going on at the 
tower of Babel, or what wicked lives the men of Sodom 
are leading, until he has visited them in person and in- 
quired into their doings on the spot. He is a true friend 
to his own people, but while furthering their interests, 
he is likewise materially advancing his own, for he and 
they are mutually dependent on each other, their disap- 
pearance from the scene inevitably entailing his own," 


Now comes the summing up of the whole ques- 
tion: 

‘The papal encyclical tends to effect neither more nor 
less than a revolution in our attitude toward the Bible, 
without any sufficient cause. In the name of reason it 
lands us in a maze of difficulties and contradictions, 
whence the wit of man is unable to find an issue. In the 
name of religion it undermines our sentiment of awe for 


the divine attributes by shifting the burden of error from 
the shoulders of fallible men, and declaring that we must 
either deny its existence or else tax God himself with ig- 
norance. And what is the object of this startling inno- 
vation? What does our church gain by the change? It 
gains nothing and risks everything. To us the Bible has 
never been an object of worship. We are independent of 
its authority. The vast majority of our co-religionists 
never read ten pages of it in their lives, and never will. 
Our faith would, therefore, lose absolutely nothing if we 
continued to say as before: ‘The errors and inconsist- 
encies to. be found in the Bible are but the signs manual 
ef the human workman. They are of no real moment, 
and leave the spirit untouched. And the spirit is of 
God.’ . P . 

**But now we are called upon to believe that this book, 
destined for men as untutored and gross-minded as & 
Yorkshire tike, was written by God himself, who, in or- 
der to bring it down to the level of their shallow under- 
standing, condescended to make use of their incorrect 
language. Such was the importance attributed by God 
to this message, such his desire to hav it understood by 
the most dull-witted of mortals. And was his intention 
fulfilled? The papal encyclical rep!ies by affirming that 
the bulk of mankind do not understand it. But, per- 
haps, it is their own fault? No, because they who study 
it most are furthest from grasping its true meaning. But 
surely God who himself wrote his message adequately 
adjusted the means to the end he had in view, so 
that mankind could understand it, if they would? No 
man, replies our holy father, can ever hope to grasp its 
true meaning unless he hay faith. Mankind may read it 
and study it from the schoolroom to the grave, but it is 
utterly impossible that they should ever do more than 
gnaw at the rind; itis a hopeless task for them to en. 
deavor to reach the marrow. And yet these are precisely 
the ill-starred people for whom the message was composed 
by God himself. Who, then, are the privileged who 
alone feed on the marrow, who alone understand the 
scriptures? None but the members of the true church. 
This is to say, none but those who no longer need them, 
who never open or read them, and who, like Mr. Lilly, 
frankly confess that such matters possess little interest 
for them. And we are bidden to discern in this method 
of procedure a sure sign of the divine omniscience, and a 
signal mark of God's goodness to man. Now, of these 
two things one must be true: Either the Bible was written 
only for an infallible church, and therefore without suffi- 
cient reason; or else it was written for the bulk of man- 
kind, and in this case God defeated his own purpose. The 
fact is that if these doctrins are to be forced upon our ac- 
ceptance, we shall not only hav to learn a new Caliban 
language in which to express them, but we must first get 
some orthodox Theodorus canonically to purge our 
minds with anticyrian hellebore, in order to drive away 
all rational cobwebs from our overburdened brains.” 


Our Protestant friends must hav effectually 
purged their minds and driven away all rational 
cobwebs, for this is precisely the colossal absurdity 
which they accept and swear is the „ripest, most 
perfect fruit of the reason. 


ett S 
Censor, or Advertising Agent? 

If liberty of speech and of press is ultimately de- 
stroyed in this country, it will be because of the 
cowardice and treachery of the newspapers. Read 
this from the New York Recorder: $ 


‘The American News Company and the Union News 

Company of this city hav resolved not tosell W. T. Stead’s 
sensational book entitled, ‘If Christ Came to Chicago.’ 
The ground on which they decline to do so is that the 
title is blasphemous, and that the publication is a direct- 
ory of sin. ‘The book is not,’ says Manager Williams 
of the Union News Company, ‘proper reading to go into 
the family, and the reputation of the author does not pal- 
liate the offense in any way, in our opinion.’ That is 
the high, sound, moral ground to take in regard to this 
outrageous publication, and the two companies will hav 
the commendation of all pure and right-minded people in 
the lofty position they hav assumed. Financially they 
will be the losers, but money coined out of immorality 
invariably goes back to the Evil One from whom it came. 
This is a magnificent precedent which the two great news- 
dealing and book-dealing companies hav set. It is superb 
service to the cause of public morality, to religion, to law, 
and to order. The title of the book is ‘blasphemous;’ 
the matter it contains is, for the most part, a moral pesti- 
lence. It should not be allowed to circulate through the 
mails. It should be confiscated on every counter where 
it is exposed for sale. The man who offers to sell it-sur4 
reptitiously should be sent to the penitentiary. Where is 
Mr. Comstock?” 


We are not concerned to defend W. T. Stead, nor 
his motivs, nor his book. He is a Christian sensa- 
tionalist, with whose methods we hav little sympa- 
thy, although we are bound in common fairness to 
say that they are immeasurably superior to those 
of his would-be suppressors. But we are concerned 
to defend the liberty of speech, of press, and of 
transmission. It is not a question of the truth or 
reverence or good or bad taste of Stead’s book. 
Neither are the news companies transcending their 
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rights in refusing to handle “If Christ Came. to 
Chicago.” They must determin for themselvs what 
works they will sell. But when the Recorder do. 
mands that it be excluded from the mails and con- 
fiscated whenever offered for sale, and that those 
who deal in it “surreptitiously” be sent to the 
penitentiary, it is time to emphatically call a halt. 
Of course when the news managers talk of “ blas- 
phemy,” they show their bigot’s ears, as does the 
Recorder when it-echoes the epithet. Has it come 
to this that the news agencies can be applauded for 
suppressing books at the behest of and in the 
interest of religion, and the post-office department 
be called upon to join in the crusade? . Where ig 
this thing to stop?: Hav American editors neither 
common honesty nor common sense? 

Against these disciples of Comstock, these de- 
scendants of the oldtime heresy hunters, we array 
the framers of the Constitution of New Hampshire, 
who wrote: “ The liberty of the press is [an] essen- 
tial of freedom in a síate; it ought, therefore, to 
be inviolably preserved." With the old Granite 
state men stand those who, in 1776, put into the 
Constitution of North Carolina these unequivocal 
words: “The freedom of the press is one of the 
great bulwarks of liberty, and therefore ought 
never to be restrained.” And beside these stand the 
Virginia Constitution-makers, who said, in the same 
great year, in almost identical words: “The free- 
dom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of 
liberty, and can never be restrained but by des- 
potic governments.” Referring to these declara- 
tions, the Omaha Bee says: “These citations 
should afford abundant material for reflection to 
public men and courts that undertake to tyrannize 
over the press, or seek to abridge its freedom by 
threats of summary punishment of editors, report- 
ers, and publishers. Such a course is not compat- 
ible with modern ideas of public rights, and free 
discussion of public servants, even though they 


wear the ermine and occupy the judgment seat.” 


And what is true as concerns criticism of public 
servants is equally true of criticisms of other men 
and of creeds and Bibles. 

We are bothered by a doubt, so far as the 
Recorder is involved in this suppression business. 
Is that paper in earnest, or is it merely an advertis- 
ing agent for Stead’s publishers? This is what 
leads us to ask such a question: Sore weeks ago 
the New York World advertised that the next Sun- 
day it would print ‘advance sheets of “If Christ 
Came to Chicago.” The Recorder, thus forewarned, 
determined to make a “scoop,” and so it printed 
advance sheets of this “moral pestilence ” in its 
edition of the Saturday evening preceding the Sun- 
day on which the World containing them appeared. 
This was a good business stroke for the Recorder. ` 
It probably made a snug little sum out of the job, 
and can now afford to be virtuous! At that time it 
advertised Stead’s book in one way to its own ad- 
vantage; is it now advertising it in another way 
with equal profit to itself? Whether censor or ad- 
vertising agent, it is equally contemptible. 

 * Squegmishness, mock modesty, and narrowness 
of vision,” truly observes the New York Times, 
“are qualities not singular to such Americans 88 
sit in judgment on art matters. In Australia there 
is a fine showing of literary ignoramuses.” The | 
trustees of the Melbourne Free Library exclude 
from the shelves of that institution the works of 
Kipling, Haggard, Ouida, Mrs. Wood, and Miss 
Braddon. Here is a valuable pointer for the 
Recorder and the news companies. 

Some of our reformatory friends who hav lately 
been holding the Recorder to their breasts may now 
drop it before it sinks its fangs into their flesh again. 
And it is more than ever apparent tkat the censor- 
ship of the press, begun in the asserted interest of 
* morality,” has for its ultimate goal the suppression 
of all publications which do not do obeisance to the 
idols of popular superstition. Works “objection- 
able” to the Christians or “blasphemous” in their 
estimation are to be suppressed by law wherever 
they can revive old statutes or secure the enactment 
of new ones. : 


Governor Morris of Connecticut recently issued 
a proclamation in which he called upon the people 
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of that state to fast and pray on March 23d. Here 
follow some of the grotesque things he wrote: 

«The minds of the people seem so greatly at variance 
concerning the things needful for their happiness, that it 
would be well for them to continue the custom of observ- 
ing this day, and in their invocation say, ‘O Jesu, homi- 
nem salvator, with thy gracious light illumin the minds 
of thy children, who, groping in darkness, are unable to 
see the truth.when it is presented to them.” 

His excellency should provide some one to trans- 
late into the Connecticut dialect the Latin with 
which he has enriched his lucid proclamation, or 
does he expect God to so illumin the minds of his 
parishioners that they will “see the truth when it 
is presented to them,” even if disguised in a dead 
tongue? It would appear that Mr. Morris thinks 
prayer and fasting could be dispensed with if the 
people could only agree “concerning the things 
needful for their happiness,” which is only a cir- 
cuitous way of stating the world-old truth that 
man’s extremity is God's (the priest’s) opportunity. 
By the by, did the Nutmegers elect Morris to 
preach or to attend to the secular duties of governor? 


M MR et 

‘ Tue TRUTA SEEKER, organ of the Atheists, is coming 
to the help of those preachers who consider it their duty 
to prove that Christ made intoxicating liquor to be given 
to those who had already ‘well drunk.’ We are not sur- 
prised that Tam Truta SEEKER should seize upon such a 
position with avidity; but that so many preachers should 
lend themselvs to the effort is somewhat surprising."— 
Voice. . 

The Voice is as complimentary to us as it is un- 
complimentary to the preachers. It takes it as a 
matter of course that we should maintain the truth 
of history and honestly quote the Bible, but it is 
surprised that any ministers can bo found who are 
candid in dealing with the subject of the Bible’s 
attitude toward liquor drinking. Considering the 
records of the church writers and theological teach- 
ers this conclusion is natural enough, but we enter- 
tain a hope (tentativly and dubiously, we confess, ) 
that a few years’ service in the pulpit does not 
invariably crush al? the truth out of a man. Dr. 
Funk should hav more charity for his fellow-workers 
in the Lord's vinyard. He used to be a preacher 
himself. i i 


- OO G A : 

James E. Stone, the murderer of the Wratten 
‘family in Indiana, furnishes us with another timely 
text on the barren nature of Christian morality. 
This was written of him the day before his death: 
“Stone has expressed no contrition for the horrible 
deed other than mere regret that his victims were sent 
out of the world unshriven. He is sorry they should 
hav been sent before their maker unprepared, but does 
not regret the butchery itself. Because of this and other 
peculiar features of the crime, there exists considerable 
doubt as to his sanity.” : 
If Stone must be held to hav been insane because 
he was sorry his victims went to hell, but not sorry 
because he killed them, then Christendom was for 
ages a vast insane asylum. Millions of men, women, 
and children hav been murdered that their souls or 
the souls of others might be saved. Lynchers usu- 
ally and legal executioners always giv their victims 
time to pray and make their peace with God before 
they kill them. It is a fundamental idea of the 
church that a man’s “soul” is of infinitly more im- 
portance than his body. Stone was a logical Chris- 
tian. 


E SN CNN ON 

That usually very reasonable paper, the Oakland 
Times, gets into hot water beyond its depth when 
it attempts to defend the persecution of the partici- 
pants in the Passion Play at Winfield, in this state. 
It says that “the sentiment of the majority of the 
people in this country is against the theatrical pre- 
sentation of the scenes recorded in the early books 
of the New Testament.” What of that? What 
has the majority to do about it? It could as per- 
tinently be said that the sentiment of a majority of 
the people of England was at one time in favor of 
“blasphemy” laws, but that would not be a valid 
argument in justification of those laws. The 
majority then had no right to enact blasphemy 
laws, nor has a majority here and now any right to 
meddle with the exhibition of the Passion Play. 
The Times adds: 

‘The question as to whether there might be a logical 


justification for a play of this sort is of no importance so 
long as sentiment is offended by the actual production. 


Both the orthodox Jew and the orthodox Christian are 
offended by such performances, and it is the spirit of our 
laws that such sentiments, be they capable of logical ex- 
planation or not, shall be represented.” 


The lawmakers hav nothing to do with the “logi- 


cal justification” for this play. ** Orthodox peo- 
ple” are “offended” by the holding of Freethought 
meetings and the publication of Liberal papers, and 
hence, according to the logie of the Times, the 
“sentiments” of these pious people should be 
“represented " in “our laws” and the Freethought 
papers and meetings suppressed. The fact is, it is 
this meddling with questions of belief, the practice 
of worship, and the recreations of the people, that 
has no logical justification. 
invasiv, and cruel. 
than to giv it the slightest encouragement. 


It is unconstitutional, 
The 7ímes should know better 


The article upon church property which appears 


in this and the next issue of Tur Taura SEEKER 
will be made into & pamphlet immediately upon 
completion. 
the pedants say, upon the subject, and is designed 
as & handbook for those who object to being held 
up by the tax gatherer and forced to pay other 
people’s taxes. 


The book will be a vade mecum, as 


This question will be brought before the New 


York Constitutional Convention, which meets in 
May, and every delegate shall be supplied with this 
pamphlet. We also desire to place it in the hands 
of every editor and legislator in the state—and in. 
the country, if we can—with requests for notice 
and discussion. We also want to circulate it gener- 
ally and generously. The pricé for single copies 


will be low (we will announce it as soon as the cost 


is determined) and in quantities still lower. 


To distribute it as it should be we want help, 
particularly from the Liberals of New York state, 
though it will not be refused from anybody. It is 
a national question and work done in one state 
helps in others. Those who feel like helping can 
send such sums as they can spare and will receive 


‘pamphlets to the amount of their donation. 


The more we receive the wider will be the circula- 
tion of the pamphlet. Every Liberal is interested 
in this question, and we hope will help us to dis- 
tribute thousands. 


Obituary. 
JOHN M. L. BABOOOK. 


One of the best known of the Freethinkers of 
Boston has met a tragic end. J. M. L. Babcock 


in that city, at 3 o’clock on Tuesday morning, 
April 3d. He was suffocated and partially burned. 
One of the city papers states that when the fire 
was. extinguished he was found dead in his bed, 
which would indicate that he escaped the agony 
of death by fire. Such, at least, is our hope. 

Mr. Babcock’s tall, commanding, and portly figure 
was & familiar one at all Liberal gatherings in Bos- 
ton, and his full white beard and resonant voice 
made him a marked man anywhere. He was liked 
by all who knew him, for he was hospitable, gener- 
ous, genial, and an excellent conversationalist. 

Rev. J. M. L. Babcock first saw the light in New 
Hampshire, at Andover. His family were Baptists 
and he entered the ministry of that church in 1854. 
Here he remained for seventeen years, when he 
joined the Unitarians, preaching for the church of 
that faith at Groton, Massachusetts. In a few 
years he abandoned the ministry for good. The 
New Age was started by him in 1877. It was in 
the interest of labor and other reforms, but sur- 
vived for only eighteen months, dying of the ailment 
so fatal to progressiv journals—lack of support. 
Subsequently Mr. Babcock took part in several 
political campaigns in behalf of the labor cause, 
and he wrote a novel, “The Dawning,” to aid the 
development of Socialistic thought. He wasa Free- 
thinker for a number of years before his untimely 
and terrible death. 

Four daughters and two sons survivo him. 
Funeral services were held in Parker Memorial 
Hall on Friday, April 6th, the liberal preacher, 
Rev. James K. Appleby, officiating. It is a pity 
that the preacher had not respect enough for the 
dead to forego prayer. His body was taken to 
Wilmot, New Hampshire, for interment. 

From our personal acquaintance with him we 


perished in a fire which occurred at 5 Dover street,. 


cheerfully bear witness to his many good qualities, 
but for the dates here given and other biograph- 
ical matter we are indebted to the Investigator, ` 
whose editor pays a tender tribute to his old friend. 


‘DR. DWIGHT RUSSELL. 
Dr. Dwight Russell, of Milford, Massachusetts, 


died in that city, March 24th, aged seventy-four 
years and eleven months. 
blemished character and he was not afraid to ex- 
press his thoughts. 
funeral address. 


The Constitutional Amendment Must be In- 


He was a man of un- 


L. K. Washburn delivered the 


dorsed by Congress. 
I see it stated by Mr. Putnam that an effort will 


be made to hav the committee report the God-in- 
the Constitution amendment, in order that the peo- 
ple may hava chance to act upon it; and it is urged 
that Congressmen can do this without committing 
themselvs in favor of it. 


But they cannot. That is a great mistake; or 


else, what is worse, it is an attempt to deceive on 
the part of thoss who use this argument. 


The Constitution, Article V., says : *'T'he Congress, 


whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem it 
necessary, shall propose amendments,” eto. 
Congressman has a right to vote to submit an amend- 
ment to the people unless he indorses it. 
Constitution does not mean, whenever two-thirds 
of both houses shall deem it necessary to submit 
the amendment to the people, but when they shall 
deem it necessary that the amendment be made. 


No 
The 


Chicago, Ill, March 26, 1894. C. B. Warre. 


Leetures and Meetings. l 
FRANKLIN STEINER’S lecture engagements are as fol» 


lows: 
April 10, New Ross, Ind. 


April 21,22, Mt. Pleasant, Ia. 
18, 14, Toledo, O. ** 24, Eddyville, Ia. 


** 15, Detroit, Mich. 


Tym Women’s LIBERAL Luaaun, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Program for April: 

April 17th—‘* Walt Whitman as Man and Poet." Thomas 

Harned, Esq. : 

April 24th—**Mary Wolistonecraft, Her Trials and Her 
_ Triumphs.” Voltairine deCleyre. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Sundays at 2.80 and 7.80 p.m. in Warner Hall, near 
Green and Broad streets. 


Tuu Manhattan Liberal Olub meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'elock. Program for April: 

April 13th—‘‘ Women as Citizens Essential to American 
Institutions.” Judge Noah Davis. 
April 20th—‘‘ Truth About Hawaii.” Clinton Furbish, 
April 27th—‘‘ The Chances of Success." Henry Nichols, 
And annual meeting for election of officers. 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture engagements are as follows : 


East Dennis, Mass., April 15th. 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, May 18th. 


Tum Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for April. 

April 15th—‘‘ Evolution in Form and Oolor in the Vege- 
table World.” Henry Bird. 

April 22d—‘‘ The Chances of Success." Henry Nichols, 

April 29th—‘‘ Religion from s Labor Standpoint.” Prof. 
Daniel De Leon. 


Tua Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1684 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program for April: 

April 15th—‘*Thomas Jefferson." Dr. E. S. McLeod. 

April 22d—'' Tbe Separation of Church and State.” 
Rabbi Isaac M. Wise. hen 

‘April 29th—Debate: ‘‘The Morality of Christianity, vs 

The Morality of Secularism.” Affirmatiy, Prof. J. 

S. Van Cleve, Ph. D.; negativ, John R. Charlesworth, 

of New York City. 


THE Radical Library meets in Skerrett’s Hall, Ridge 
avenue and Green street, Philadelphia. Open on Tues- 
day, 7.80 to 10 p.m. 
ee uc 

Colonel IngersolPs Dates. 
April 11th—Waterville, Me. | 
April 12th—Lewiston, Me. 
April 18th~—Saco and Biddeford, Me. 
April 15th—New York City. 
April 16th—Philadelphia, Pa. 
April 22d—Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Consigned to the Mereles of Messrs. Foote and Watts. 
No, I seldom read any book by English Infidels. They 
never write anything worth reading! If I wish to know 
the worst and the ablest that has been said against Chris- 
tianity, Isend to the Truth Seeker Company, Lafayette 
place, New York, and I am sure to get there the ablest 
assaults on Christian truth. The three unbound volumes 
lying there, ‘‘Handbook of Freethought,” ‘‘The Resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ,” and ‘‘The Creation of God," are 
ali from that firm. They are fresh, trenchant, able, and 
uncompromising, and are useful in showing us what are 
some of the ideas and facts which make and keep some 
men Infidelaa—Rev. George Duncan, Editor Gentle- 
men’s Journal, London, 
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CHURCH PROPERTY. 


Should it Be Exempt from Just and 
Impartial Taxation? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


An Argument for Eqnality of Taxation, and a State- 
ment of Facts, Giving, from the Census of 1890, the 
Yalne, by Denominations, of Church Property in the 
United States and in the Several States and Terri- 
tories and in All Cities Having 25,000 or More 
Inhabitants; so Arranged as to Show at a Glance 
the Relative Standing as to Wealth of the Leading 
Denominations and Denominational Groups.—Also, 
Much Other Matter of Especial Interest to Certain 
Cities, States, and Sections.—Ali Comparisons and 

` Percentages Based Upon Official Figures. 


Reformed............ 484,995 New Jerusalem... 44,600 
Jewish Cong....... 266,500 Independent Cong 40,000 
Ger. Evan. Synod 223,500 Universalist ......... 30,000 
Friends............... 210,850 Church of God..... 25,700 


One denomination holds more than one-third of 
the total amount, two denominations own more 
than one-half, and five own more than four-fifths. — 

The total of church property in’ Baltimore is 
$9,528,838, of which the Methodists own $2,741,- 
400; the Catholics, $1,462,920 ;. Episcopalians, 
$1,418,544; Presbyterians, $1,191,324; Baptists, 
$804,150 ; Lutherans, $585,800; Jewish. Congrega- 
tions, $263,000; Reformed, $185,500; Congrega- 
tionalists, $68,000; Miscellaneous, $808,200. . 

More than three-fifths of the church property in 
the state of Maryland is congested in the city of 
Baltimore. ; 

: Massaehnsetts. 


The total of church property in the Bay state is 
$46,835,014. The denominations responsible for 
the taxes upon nearly all this great wealth are 
given in the order of the magnitude of their delin- 
quency: 


IV. Congregation’ist $11,080,890 Spiritualist............ $209,710 
Oatholic........... 9,816,008 Jewish Cong......... 245,500 
Kentucky. Baptist. ...........-- 6,801,530 The Christians... 160,300 
Here we find ecclesiastical property uec M Methodist MEN 5,898,895 Fronda a oiire 1s 00 
list the leadin e- | Unitarian.......... 5,278,370 Independent Cong. , 
ides iier vm B RIA. p j £ Prot. Episcopal.. 4,720,198 Lutheran............ 114,400 
nominations with their 8: ; Universalist ... 110,198 Adventist... 82,900 
jgb .. eere 8,020,742 Ger. Evan. Synod..$137,400 esbyterian..... 580,500 Disciples o ist.. 
Topey ram Unitarian... 2. 70,000 | New Jerusalem.. 868,500 Reformed.............. 000 
seesssceeeeese 80,300 om i 
Choo es Mus 118007080 Gen Evan. Prot... 51,000| One denomination owns less than one-fourth of 
Disciples of Christ 1,321,510 Reformed.............. ,500| the total amount, two denominations own about 
Prot. Episcopal... 758,800 Oongregationalist... 20,200 | thirteen-twenty-ninths, and five own approximately 


One denomination holds about one-fourth of the 
total, three denominations considerably less than 
two-thirds, and five nearly eleven-twelfths. 

Church property in Louisville is valued at $3,- 
332,750, of which the Catholics own $889.200; the 
Baptists, $686,650; Presbyterians, $575,500; Epis- 
copalians, $376,300; Methodists, $373,500; Lu- 
therans, $40,800; Reformed, $25,000; Miscellane- 
ous, $365,800. Covington, total, $574,600 ; Metho- 
dist, $200,000; Catholic, $165,000; Presbyterian, 
$80,000; Baptist, $60,600; Episcopalian, $45,000 ; 
Miscellaneous, $24,000. Total in two cities, $3,- 
907,350. 

As Newport is eighty-two inhabitants short of 
25,000 it is not a city of the third class, and there- 
fore its church statistics are not given by Dr. Car- 
roll. 

Louisiana. 

In the Pelican state the value of church property 
is put at $5,032,194. These are the most prosperous 
denominations: 


Oatholio............-. $1,578,200 Lutheran............ $64,400 
Methodist........... 1,184,992 Ger. Evan. Prot.. 40,000 
Baptist............ 988,967 Unitarian............ 40,000 
Presbyterian....... 454,085 Ger. Evan. Synod 26,450 
Prot. Episcopal... 387,950 Congregationalist. 23,800 
Jewish Cong....... 275,000 Disciplesof Christ 22,800 


One denomination holds somewhat less than one- 
third of the total, and five denominations nine- 
tenths. 

The total value of church property in New Or- 
leans is $2,553,107, or considerably more than half 
of the total amount in the state. Of this the Cath- 
oliegown $970,400; the Methodists, $438,607, Pres- 
byterians, $337,000; Jewish Congregations, $235,- 
000 ; Episcopalians, $231,500; Baptists, $137,850 ; 
Lutherans, $60,200; Miscellaneous, $142,550. 

Maine. 

In this state the census found church property 
to the value of $6,198,400. Most of it is divided 
among these denominations: 


Congregationalist$1,512,080 The Christians... $76,380 
Baptist. .............-. 1,511,000 Adventist............ 750 
Mothodist........... 1,152,875 Friends.............. 85,975 
Oatholio. ..........-. . 597,550 New Jerusalem... 88,000 
Universalis ........ 542,900 Independ'nt Cong 17,500 
Prot. Episcopal... 406,590 Spiritualist......... 650 
Unitarian............ 216,700 Presbyterian....... 12,000 


One denomination owns approximately one-fourth 
of the church property in the state, two denomina- 
tions own something less than one-half, while five 
own more than five-sixths. 

The listed value of church property in Portland 
is $919,700, of which the Congregationalists own 
$221,000; the Episcopalians, $159,000; Catholics, 
‘$150,000; Methodists, $122,500; Baptists, $95,000; 
Miscellaneous, $172,200. . 

. Maryland. 

The church property in Maryland figures up to 
the comfortable total of $15,445,946. These are 
the denominations which should pay the state for 
protecting the greater part of this wealth: ` 


Methodist........... $5,847,527 Evangelical Ass'n $123,900 
Prot. Episcopal... 2,427,406 United Brethren. 118,789 
Oatholic........-....- 2,108,070 Unitarian............ 107,000 
Presbyterian....... 1,752,424 Congregationalist. 71,500 
Lutheran.......... 1,081,925 Disciples of Christ 66,200 
Baptist...........-.--- 881,275 Dunkards............ 65,800 


nineteen-twenty-thirds. i 

The value of church property in Boston is $14,- 
671,375, of which the Catholics own $3,296,700 ; the 
Congregationalists, $2,318,100; Episcopalians, $2,- 
144,175 ; Baptists, $1,537,000; Methodists, $1,190,- 
000; Presbyterians, $350,000; Jewish Congrega- 
tions, $243,000; Lutherans, $72,000; Reformed, 
$56,000; Miscellaneous, $3,464,400. Worcester 
has church property valued at $1,986,004, of which 
the Congregationalists own $740,354; the Catholics, 
$402,000; Baptists, $247,350; Methodists, $206,- 
900; Episcopalians, $148,000 ; Miscellaneous, $241,- 
400. In Cambridge there is church property valued 
at $1,535,500, of which the Baptists own $401,500 ; 
the Catholics, $342,000; Congregationalists, $300,- 
000; Episcopalians, $184,500; Methodists, $132,- 
000; Miscellaneous, $175,500. In Springfield 
church property to the value of $1,219,300 is listed, 
of which the Congregationalists own $404,300; the 
Methodists, $221,500; Baptists, $185,000 ; Catho- 
lics, $93,500; Episcopalians, $70,000; Miscella- 
neous, $245,000. In Lowell there is ecclesiastical 
wealth to the amount of $1,162,000, of which the 
Catholics own $292,700; the Congregationalists, 
$280,000; Baptists, $186,500; Methodists, $143, 
900; Episcopalians, $77,000; Presbyterians, $25,- 
000; Miscellaneous, $156,900. The value of church 
property in Lynn is given as $1,152,700, of which 
the Episcopalians own $236,000; the Methodists, 
$225,000; Baptists, $197,000; Catholics, $130,200 ; 
Congregationalists, $122,000; Miscellaneous, $242,- 
500. Fall River is credited with church property 
valued at $1,141,407, of which the Catholics own 
$469,000; the Baptists, $192,850; Congregation- 
alists, $155,400; Methodists, $116,800; Episcopa- 
lians, $98.657; Presbyterians, $28,000; Miscella- 
neous, $80,700. The value of church property 
listed in Somerville is $713,245, of which the Con- 
gregationalists own $217,000; the Baptists, 113,- 
855; the Methodists, $113,000; Catholics, $75,500; 
Episcopalians, $38,000; Miscellaneous, $155,890. 
New Bedford has church property amounting to 
$668,750, of which the Catholics own $222,000; the 
Congregationalists, $85,000; Methodists, $79,600 ; 
Episcopalians, $66,900 ; Baptists, $44,600; Miscel- 
laneous, $170,650 The value of church property 
in Lawrence is $594,600, of which the Catholics 
own $279,000; the Congregationalists $83,500; 
Baptists, $82,000; Methodists, $58,900; Episcopa- 
lians, 33,500; Miscellaneous, $57,700. Salem, the 
“ Witch City,” has church property listed at $572,- 
900, of which the Catholics own $100,900; the 
Congregationalists, $82,000; Episcopalians, $60,- 
000; Methodists, $58,000; Baptists, $41,000; Mis- 
cellaneous, $231,000. Holyoake, total, $546,976 ; 
Catholic, $185,000; Congregationalist, $117,976 ; 
Baptist, $104,000; Methodist, $62,000; Presbyte- 
rian, $30,000; Episcopalian, $20,000; Miscellaneous, 
$28,000. Taunton, total, $525,000 ; Catholic, $154,- 
000; Episcopalian, $85,000; Congregationalist, 
$75,700; Baptist, $52,500; Methodist, $47,800; 
Presbyterian, $20,000; Miscellaneous, $90,000. 
Haverhill, total, $470,200; Baptist, $161,000; Cath- 
olic, $79,000; Congregationalist, $76,000; Metho- 
dist, $65,000; Episcopalian, $15,000 ; Miscellaneous, 
$74,200. Chelsea, total, $391,900; Congregation- 
alist, $124,000 ; Baptist, $115,000; Methodist, $61,- 


-Baptist, 45,500; Catholic, $40,000 ;- Miscellaneous 
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500; Catholic, $20,000; Episcopalian, $16,400, 
Miscellaneous, $55,000. Brockton, total, $387,600; 
Congregationalist, $130,000; Methodist, $65,600, . 
$106,500. Total in sixteen cities, $27,739,457. 

Mr. Carroll, in his compilation of church statistics, 
from which all our figures are taken, has, in dealing 
with cities of the third class, provided columns for 
Baptists, Catholics, Congregationalists, Lutherans, 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and “Mig. 
cellaneous” only. In tables of cities of the second 
class he has in addition columns for. Jews and Re. 
formed churches. The consequence is that in sey. 
eralof the cities of Massachusetts, as well as in 
some other cities, the ‘ Miscellaneous” column 
contains some very large aggregates, as in the case 
of Salem, where $231,000, or more than two-fifths 
of the entire value of church property in that city, 
is lumped together. It is quite probable that: the 
separation of these unclassified sums into their de- 
nominational component parts would show that the 
Unitarians, Universalists, Disciples, and perhaps 
other denominations would, in certain cities in the 
East and West and South, take the positions of the 
sects which, so far as the figures we have been able 
to give reveal, now occupy first, second, third, or 
fourth places. It is not very likely, however, that 
such an analysis of the “Miscellaneous” totals 
would, except possibly in a very few instances, re- 
sult in relegating the denominations now in the 
first and second ranks, to subordinate ones. Most 
of the changes would be made in the third and 
fourth ranks. These probabilities are to be borne 
in mind in estimating the relative urban wealth and 


importance of the different denominations as exhib- 


ited. below for Massachusetts and in the proper 
places for other states. 

The Catholics hold first place eight times, second 
place three times, and fourth, five times; the Con- 
gregationslists hold first place five times, second 
place, six times, and third, four times; the Baptists 
hold first place twice, second place three times, 
third, seven times, and fourth, twice; the Episcopa- 
lians hold first and second places once each, and 
third and fourth places twice each ; the Methodists 
hold second and third places three times eacb, and . 
fourth, seven times. 

Tirst place is held eight times by the Catholics, 
five times by the Congregationalists, twice by the 
Baptists, and once by the Episcopalians. Second 
place is held six times by the Congregationaliste, 
three times each by the Baptists, Catholics, and 
Methodists, and once by the Episcopalians. Third 
place is held seven times by the Baptists, four times 
by the Congregationalists, three times by the 
Methodists, and twice by the Epicopalians. Fourth 
place is held seven times by the Methodists, five 
times by the Catholics, and twice each by the Bap- 
tists and Episcopalians. 

Although the Catholic church is the wealthiest 
ecclesiastical organization in eight of the sixteen 
larger cities of Massachusetts, its wealth in the en- 
tire stateis much less than that of the Congregational 
church. A similar phenomenon is observable in 
New York and some other states. 


Michigan. 


Michigan churches own property to the amount 
of $18,682,971. The bulk of this wealth is divided 
among these denominations: 


Methodiat. $4,144,427 Universalist.......... $221,800 
Catholic............. 3,671,850 Evangelical Ags’n. 188,450 
Presbyterian 2,242,236 Unitarian............. 168,500 
Baptist.............. 2,185,094 Disciples of Christ 160,650 
Prot. Episcopal. 1,653,651 Jewish Cong..... 154,000 
Congregationalist 1,589,055 Adventist............. 118, 275 
Lutheran........... 1,109,058 The Christians...... 62,200 
Reformed.......... 484,800 New Jerusalem.... 34,600 
United Brethren 252,800 Friends................ 26,900 
Ger.Evan.Synod 242,450 


One denomination holds a little less than two- 
ninths of the total amount of church property in 
the state, and five denominations hold about two- 
thirds. 

The value of church property in Detroit is 
$4,119,150, of which the Catholics own $1,050,800; 
the Presbyterians, $875,000 ; Episcopalians, $621,- 
600; Methodists, $397,200; Baptists, $344.200; 

utherans, $181,250; Congregationalists, $161,500 ; 
Jewish Congregations, $107,000; Miscellaneous, 
$380,600. Grand Rapids, total, $1.110,700; Cath- ` 
olie, $225,000; Congregationalist, $161.000; Meth- 
odist, $138,800; Baptist, $132,600; Episcopalian, 
$85,800; Presbyterian, $64,500; Lutheran, $54,- 
000; Miscellaneous, $249.500. Bay City, total, 
$492,600 ; Catholic, $139,000 ; Methodist, $100,000 ; 
Episcopalian, $78,300; Baptist, $68,300; Presby- 
terian, $35,000; Lutheran, $23,500; Miscellaneous, 
$48 500. Saginaw, total, $488,800; Methodist, 
$131,000; Episcopalian, $104,500; Presbyterian, 
$70,300; Lutheran, $57,400; Catholic, $55,000; 
Baptist, $44,000; Miscellaneous, $26,600. Total 
in four cities, $6,211,250. The Catholics hold first 
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place three.times; the Methodists first, second, and 
fourth places once each; Episcopalians second place 
once and third place twice; Presbyterians second 
and third places once each; Baptists fourth place 
twice ; Congregationalists second place once; Lu- 
therans fourth place once. mE 
' Minnesota. : 

Church property in Minnesota is valued at $12, 
940,152. Most of it is owned by these denomina- 
tions: 


Catholic... Ger. Evan. Synod...$97,900 


Lutheran... 2,143,805 - Disciples of Christ... 73,000 
Presbyterian....... 9), 
Baptist ...... ......... 1,204,889 


Congregationalisé 1,114,800 ` 


Prot. Episcopal... 931,100 Reformed............... 28,620 
Universalist........ 192,900 United Brethren. .... 23.375 
Evangelical Ass'n. — 170,550 Moravians............... 20,600 
Unitarian............ 196,600 ; 


One denomination owns more than one-fourth of 
the total amount, and five denominations own a 
little more than three-fourths. ' à 

The valuation of church property in Minneapolis 
is $3,446,828, of which the Catholics own $625,115; 
the Presbyterians, $546,000; Baptists, $513,863; 
Methodists, $485,200; Congregationalists, $465,- 
950; Episcopalians,. $246,200; Lutherans, $203,- 
000; Jewish Coneregations, $20,000; Miscellane- 
ous, $342,200. St. Paul, total, $2.499.300; Catho- 
lic, $683,300; Methodist, $407,200; Presbyterian, 
$395,000; Lutheran, $269.300; Baptist, $250.400 ; 
Episcopalian, - $193,700; Congregationalist, $133,- 
200; Jewish Congregations, $50.000; Miscellane- 
ous, $117,200. "Duluth, total, $295.800; Baptist, 
$74.900; Congregationalist, $60,000; Lutheran, 
$42,000; Methodist, $36,800; Catholic, $35,500; 
Presbyterian, $17,100; Miscellaneous, $29,500. 
Total in three cities, $6.241,928. 

The Catholics hold first place twice; the Bap- 
tists hold first and third places once each; the 
Methodists, second, third, and fourth places once 
each; the Presbyterians, second and third places 
once each; Lutherans, third and fourth places once 
each; Congregationalists, second place once. 

-Mississippi. 

' The census takers found in this state church 
property to the value. of $4,392,473. This tax- 
exempt wealth is nearly all in the hands of the de- 
nominations named below : 

. $1,652,269 Catholic........ «$321, 525 
. 1,488,882 Jewish Cong.......... ; 
Presbyterian. ...... 530,290 Diseiplesof Christ... 65,422 
Prot. Episcopal... 322,960 

One denomination owns nearly two-fifths of the 
above total, two denominations own considerably 
more than two-thirds, and five own twenty-two 
twenty-thirds. This tells its own story. 

A "Missouri. 

In this state the total value of church property 
is $19,663,737. ‘These denominations own the bulk 
of it: ' À 


Methodist........... $4,932,498 Unitarian............. $230,800 

atholic.............. 4,070,870 Ger. Evan. Prot... 70,000 
Baptist ............... 2,980,316 Latter Day Saints. 58,600 
Presbyterian ....:. 2,789,652 United Brethren... 47,825 


Disciples of Christ 1,032,581 Evangelical Ass'n.. 


Prot. Episcopal... 977,600 Christian Union.... 39,050 
Lutheran............ 890,090 Dunkards........ : 
Oongregafionaliét 650,344 New Jerusalem. 

Ger, Evan. Synod 575,650 Reformed 

‘Jewish Cong....... 241,800  . 


One denomination owns between one-fifth and 
one-fourth of the total, two denominations own 
more than thirteen-thirtieths, and five denomina- 
tions own about five-sixths. — l 

The value of church propertý in St. Louis is 
$5,876,960, of which. the Catholics own $1,602,- 
835; the Presbyterians, $980,700; Methodists, 
$749,350; Episcopalians, $502,000; Baptists, $431,- 
875; Lutherans, 422,400- Congregationalists, $333,- 
000; Jewish Congregations, $178,000; Miscellane- 
ous, $677,300. Kansas City, total, $2,672,355; 
Methodist, $647,455; Catholic, $569,950; Baptist, 
$356,000; Presbyterian, $332,700; Episcopalian, 
$200.500; Congregationalist, $164 500; Lutheran, 
$95,000; Jewish Congregations, $50,000; Miscella- 
neous, $256,250. St. Joseph, total, $803,175 ; 
Catholic, $198,000; Methodist, $154,800; Presby- 
terian, $91,500; Episcopalian, $64,500; Baptist, 
$60,700; Lutheran, $58,575; Congregationalist, 
$13,500; Miscellaneous, $161,600. Total in three 
cities, $9,352,490. 

The Catholics hold first place twice and second 
place once; the Methodists hold first, second, and 
third places once each; Presbyterians, second, third, 
and fourth places once each; Baptists, third place 
once; Episcopalians, fourth place twice. 

Montana. | 

This state in 1890 had church property withi 
its limits to the value of $885,950. As it is one of 
the youngest of the states it is safe to assume that 


| Baptist.. ............... 
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since that date it has added at least fifty per cent 
to this valuation. These denominations are the 
heaviest property owners: l 
$247,850 Presbyterian...........$88,000 
--... 184.100 Disciples of Christ... 58,800 
Prot. Episcopal... 165,450 Congregationalist.... 88,800 
89,000 Lutheran................ 11,200 

One denomination owns considerably more than 
one-fourth and five denominations own approxi- 
mately thirteen-fifteenths. 

Nebraska. - 

The total of ecclesiastical property in this state 
is $6,448,689. Most of this untaxed wealth is di- 
vided among these denominations : 


Methodist.......... $1,836,475 United Brethren.... $95,550 


boken, total. $1,093,500 ; Catholic, $370,000; Epis- 
copalian, $361,000 ; Methodist, $98,000 ; Lutheran, 
$77,500; Baptist, $48,000; Presbyterian, $35,000; 
Miscellaneous, $104,000. Camden, total, $983,490; - 
Methodist, $299,290 ; Baptist, 170,100; Presbyte- 
rian, $148,000; Catholic, $140,000; Episcopalian, 
$107,100; Lutheran, $84,500; Miscellaneous, $34,- 
500. Elizabeth, total, $911,450; Presbyterian, 
$305,500; Episcopalian, $258,500; Catholic, $138,- 
500; Methodist, $109,000; Baptist, $70,950; Con- 
gregationalist, $16,000; Miscellaneous, $13,000. 
Total in seven cities, $13,648,409. , 
The Catholies hold first place four times, second, 
third, and fourth places, once each; Presbyterians 
hold first and second places twice each and third 


Catholic ..... 1.179.160 Evangelical Ass'n... 86.100 | Place once; Methodists hold first, second, and 
Lutheran.......... 774,816 Unitarian fourth places once each and third four times ; Epis- 
Tresbyierlan ori Si Evan copalians, second and fourth, twice each; Baptists, 
ongregationalis ,9 niversali second place once and fourth twice; Reformed, 

Er eed aa Pen Dunkards third place once, and Lutheran, fourth place once. 
Disciples o ' — Jewish Cong The Presbyterian is the wealthiest church in New 
T cien 269,375 Adventist Jersey, but the Catholic is the richest in four of the 


One denomination owns something more than | 8¢ven chief cities. 


one-fifth the total amount as above, two denomina- 
tions own more than five-thirteenths, and five own 
about three-fourths. i 


New Mexico. 
Total value of church property, $531,925. These 
are the most wealthy denominations : 


The valueof church propertyin Omaha is $1,990,- Ostholic................ $296,755 Prot. Episcopal... $41,165 
825, of which the Catholics own $549.000; Episco- Methodist.............. 107,100 Baptist .......,.....000 22,000 
palians, $276,550; Lutherans, $258.075 ; Method- Presbyterian ......... 45,675 Congregationalist... 17,800 


One denomination owns much more than one-half 


of the total and two denominations own nearly 
four. fifths. 


ists, 244,100 ; Congregationalists, $220,600; Presby- 
terians, $195,700 ; Baptists, $124,300; Jewish Con- 
gregations, $20,500; Miscellaneous, $102,000. Lin- 
coln, total, $490,932 ; Methodist, $98,200; Baptist, 
$73,600; Presbyterian, $69,800 ; Episcopalian, $62,- 
500 ; Catholic, $55,000 ; Lutheran, $27,200; Miscel- 
laneous, $104,682. Total in two cities, $2,481,757. 
i ': ' Nevada. 

. Total value of church property, $208,225. Most 
of this is in the hands of these few dénominations: 


New Yerk. 

In this state we find one-fifth of the total church 
property in the United States. The figures as 
given by the census are $140,123,008. The denom- 
inations which are the chief beneficiaries of this 
enormous tax-emption roll are these: 


Prot. Episcopal $31,142,618 Independent Cong $722,400 


y ; , 2 : Catholic .......... 25,769,478 Ger. Evan. Syno 681,070 
camels B seeebitssseenetines $88,500 heart IGHAD er aesseeeee $11,400 | presbyterian... 22,727,192 Evangelical Ass’n.. 401,850 
ethodist....... pene 78,800 Baptist.................-. +000 | Methodist......... 18,805,200 Disciples of Christ$368, 050 
Prot. Episcopal....... 19,500 Baptist....... s.. o- 18,625,588 The Christians..... 257,850 
Two denominations own about four-fifths of the Hos abra 1099:80 Now. 9 eruselen 19900 
total of church property in the state.: Lutheran... 4608875 Adventist............. 68,700 
New. Hampshire. $ rout one ae rper M mr Seer ae o Evers 

Here. we find church property valued at $4,457,- | Universalist...... 1798, ni rethren... 1650 
mr : Unitarian. ....... 1,117,500 Spiritualist......... .à 88,9500 
Qo. Cie DUE ot douowned, ortpensdenoninie | vana co "67,450 Chinese Temples... 25,000 


One denomination owns much more than one- 


Congregationalist$1,405,050 Universalist ......... $203,025 | fifth of the enormous total, two denominations own 
ELN OAOE Adventit lus"  $rooo| more than two-fifths, while five own nearly five- 
Prot. Episcopal. 541,400 Presbyterian......... 84,800 sevenths. 

Unitarian............ 857,200 Lutheran............. 16,000 In New York city alone the value of church prop- 
Catholic ............. 205,600 erty, as returned by the census of 1890, is $54,670,- 


One denomination owns nearly one-third of all 
church property in this state, and five denomina- 
tions own approximately thirteen-fifteenths. 

Church property in Manchester is listed at $430.- 
300, of which the Congregationalists own $117,000 ; 


600, or nearly two-fifths of the total in the state. 
This is divided between the denominational families 
as follows : 


1. Protestant Episcopal 
. Presbyterian (6 bodies) 


.....$16,898,000 


eot 


Catholics, $77,800 ; Baptists, $72,000: Methodists, | 9. Oatholic 8, 124,750 
: : : . 4, Baptist (4 bodies).. 8,878,800 
$41,000; Episcopalians, $25,000; Miscellaneous, 5. Jewish Congregations (2 bodies ). 8,740,000 
$97,500. . 6. Methodist (10 bodiem.................. ie reses» 8,971,750 
: New Jersey. 7. Reformed (8 bodies)....... ae XaerexVv ced Os e eA Tau ,448, 
The churchmen of New Jersey are opulent. The 8. Lutheran (11 bodies) ereoco oso sorooosoosoossoseon 1,021,800 
: A 9. Congregational................ eene 1,015,500 
total value of church property in the state is $29,- | 10, Unitarian........eeeee eene 680,000 
490,414. The denominations which escape taxation 2 e Nd Pe SUEDE CUM den 
i 2. Friends OGIOS)...scercrccccocsccecevesseessrcocecs 
below ey oat of Ms giest wealthy are “ontimerated 13, Disciples of Christ........... eere soes 118,000 
J iscellaneous............... eene rece chen nne 1,807, 
Presbyterian.......$6,800,000 Jewish Cong.......... $108,800 : 
Omtholio orsi 6,002082 Universalist. us. 112800 |. The total amount of church property in Brooklyn 
Methodist. .......... 5,500,640 The Ohristians....... 66,700 | is $18,682,437, divided among the denominational 
Prot. Episcopal... 3,860,350 Evangelical Mene 50,250 families as follows : 
Baptist ............... 020,918 Independent Cong... 52, " 
Reformed tirer 2,230,329 Ger. Evan. Synod. 39,000 dew c TIS D eet ud RITE en 
Congregationalist 655,300 New Jerusalem...... 24,500 | x TOU. "2D18CODB/... 8,902 Pid. ODE ricis , 
Lutheran 750 Unitarian 23 500 Methodist Sisesssee o 2,200,190 T EE 190,000 
; TESTEN 3 ed i oe : Baptist ............... :1,858,00 niversalist.. ......... 188, 250 
Friends 271,700 Moravians......... is 18,500 Oongregationalist 1,758,000 Friends........ d 1000 
One denomination owns between one-fifth and | Presbyterian. ...... 1,582,000 Disciples of Ohrist. 50,800 


Reformed........... 976,500 


The value of church property in Buffalo is 
$5,969,120, of which the Catholics own $2,176,500 ; 
the Presbyterians, $1,051,600; the Episcopalians, 
$797,000; Methodists, $422,200; Baptists, $412,- 
000; Lutherans, $257,070; Congregationalists, 
$117,000; Miscellaneous, $735,750. Albany, total, 
$3,516,550; Catholic, $913,000; Episcopalian, 
$650,000; Presbyterian, $500,500; Baptist, $480,- 
500; Methodist, $241,000; Lutheran, $198,800; 
Miscellaneous, $532,750. Rochester, total, $3,378,- 
107; Catholic, $1,057,000 ; Presbyterian, $670,000 ; 
Baptist, $424,607. ; Episcopalian, $330,500; Meth- 
odist, $266,000; Lutheran, $127,000; Congrega- 
tionalist, $120,000; Reformed, $46,000; Jewish 
Congregations, $40,000 ; Miscellaneous, $297,000. 
Syracuse, total, $2,143,700; Catholic, $618,000; 
Presbyterian, $457,000; Episcopalian, $242,500; 
Methodist, $232,500; Baptist, $138,700; Lutheran, 
$122,000; Congregationalist, $105,000;  Miscel- 
laneous, $228,000. Troy, total, $1,995,200 ; Catho- 
lie, $504,200; Presbyterian, $441,500; Episco- 
palian, $377,500; Methodist, $300,500; Baptist, 


one-fourth of this great mass of untaxed wealth, 
another denomination owns nearly as much, five 
own more than five-sixths, and six own about 
twenty-seven twenty-ninths. 
The value of church property in Newark is $4,- 
722,069, of which the Presbyterians own $1,339,720; 
the Catholics, $783,049; Methodists, $738,000; 
Baptists, $547,000; Reformed, $426,500; Episco- 
palians, $426,000; Jewish Congregations, $117,800; 
Congregationalists, $90,000; Lutherans, $75,000; 
Miscellaneous, $179,000. Jersey City, total, $2,- 
798,400; Catholic, $1,083,500 ; Methodist, $361,900; 
Reformed, 336,500; Episcopalians, $325,000 ;- Pres- 
byterian, $280,500; Baptist, $207,000; Lutheran, 
$77,000; Congregationalist, $52,000; Miscellane- 
ous, $75,000. Paterson, total, $1,705,000; Catholic, 
$505,000; Presbyterian, $421,500; Methodist, 
$185,000; Baptist, $180,400; Episcopalian, $105,- 
000; Congregationalist, $35,000; Miscellaneous, 
$273,100. Trenton, total, $1,434,500; Catholic, 
$456,000; Presbyterian, $429,000; Methodist, 
$258,000; Episcopalian, $99,500; Baptist, $77,000; 
Lutheran, $55,000; Miscellaneous, $60,000. Ho- 
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$160,000; Miscellaneous, $211,500. Binghamton, 


total, $1,291,500; Catholic, $618,000; Methodist, 
$200,500: Presbyterian, $150,000; Episcopalian, 
$106,000; Congregationalist, $105,000; Baptist, 
$103,000 ; Miscellaneous, $9,000. Here six denom- 
inations practically monopolize the field. Utica, $1,- 
282,500; Catholic, $279,800; Episcopalian, $269,- 
500; Presbyterian, $235,000; Baptist, $127,500; 
Methodist, $109,000; Miscellaneous, $261,700. Yon- 
kers, total, $1,003,750; Episcopalian, $416,000; 
140,600; Presby- 
terian, $140,000; Miscellaneous, $144,000. Auburn, 
total, $789,000; Presbyterian, $246,700; Catholic, 
$160,000; Baptist, $140,500; Episcopalian, $128,- 
000; Miscellaneous, $114,700. Elmira, total, $654,- 
700; Catholic, $151,000; Congregationalist, $141,- 
500; Presbyterian, $105,000; Episcopalian, $95,- 
Miscellaneous, $74,700. 
Long Island City, total, $286,600; Catholic, $217,- 
100, or three-fourths; Baptist, $30,900 ; Methodist, 
$29,500; Episcopalian, $10,000. These four de- 
Total in thirteen 


Baptist, $163,150; Methodist, 


000; Baptist, $87,500; 


nominations have no rivals. 
cities, $95,662,664. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Freethought and Secular Notes from England. 


THE OLERGY AND EDUCATION. 


The clergy are in arms and are still fighting with 
all their might against our national system of secu- 
The Education act of 1870 has been 


lar education. 
understood by the majority of the school boards as 


allowing the Bible to be read and explained in our 


publie schools.. For years this has been the case, 
but now the clerical party want more. They 
desire that in addition to the Bible “the principles 
of the Christian religion and morality shall be 
taught.” Such is the singular wording of a pro- 
posal that has been discussed for some weeks in the 
London school board. The proposal was intro- 
duced by its clerical members, and at several meet- 
ings of the board all useful work had to giv way to 
the debating of this theological attempt to subvert 
the original object of the act. The clerical party 
are insisting upon the children being taught to be- 
lieve in God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost. Thus it is sought to transform our 
schools into “ Little Bethels ” and the teachers into: 
missionaries of the faith of the Church of England. 
The Unitarians, the Rationalists, and others on the 
board, are opposed to this innovation and hav made 
a determined stand against it. The curious feat- 
ures in the controversy are the efforts of the par- 
sons to make it appear that their proposal does not 
mean the teaching of sectarianism! Impartial 
minds, however, cannot see it in that light. If the 
doctrin of the trinity is not sectarian, in the name 
of common sense what is? Obviously it is that 
which divides the Unitarian from the Trinitarian. 
But apart from the absurdity which such doctrins 
involve, there is the fact that the time which should 
be devoted to teaching the children their secular 
duties is taken up in submitting to them subjects 
that hav puzzled and divided mankind for ages, and 
which will continue to do so “while memory holds 
a seat " in a theologically distracted brain. 
A REBUFF TO BIGOTRY. 

It is evident that the bigots upon the Sunday 
question are not to be allowed to hav it all their 
own way. The Sunday Society has just scored a 
notable victory. Mr. Alderman Treloar’s motion 
for the opening of the forthcoming Loan Exhibi- 
tion at the London Guildhall Art Gallery on Sun- 
day afternoons has been carried by the casting 
vote of the lord mayor in a full court. Every 
attempt was made by the Sabbatarian party in the 
corporation to frustrate the alderman’s object, and 
not only was the court flooded with literature, but 
special whips were sent out to insure a large 
attendance in favor of Sunday closing. Petitioners 
against the motion were in the precincts of the 
Guildhall, but the court refused to hear them, as 
only one side was represented. The lord mayor 
has done a popular thing in enabling the corpora- 
tion for the first time to try the experiment of Sun- 
day opening, and all the work that is needed will 
be done by volunteers. 


THE DEFEAT OF THE BISHOPS. 

In my previous ** Notes " I drew attention to the 
* Parish Councils bill" which was then being dis- 
cussed in the British House of Commons. The ob- 
ject of the bill was to rescue the rural population 
from the power of the priests and of the aristocracy. 
After a protracted debate in the Commons the bill 
passed up to the House of Lords. Here it met with 
the fierce opposition of the bishops, who are sup- 
posed to be the successors of tent-makers, fisher- 
men, and tax-gatherers. These preachers of poverty, 
but who are personally accumulators of wealth, did 
did not like to giv up the control of the poor 


Hence they persistently fought to the last to re- 
main masters and administrators of the money left 
to aid the sick and the needy. This, which they 
hav held until recently, and which their predecessors 
hav for centuries held before them, has given them 
an influence over the poor which all their preaching 
failed to command. Fortunately, however, these 
servants of the Lord hav been defeated, and the 
bill has now been inscribed upon the statute book 
of England, giving the people in each parish abso- 
lute control over their local-affairs. Tt is the most 
democratic measure that has been passed in Eng- 
land since the Great Reform bill of 1832. How it 
will work, and the extent of good it will effect, of 
course remains to be seen, but surely it will at 
once giv life to society in small places where 
hitherto the inhabitants hav had to exist under the 
rule of dull parsons and sleepy squires. This is 
indeed a noble triumph for Freethought and for 
personal freedom. Until recently the dwellers in 
our counties had no more to do with their own 
local, or with national affairs, than had the negroes 
of the South in America, but now Hodge is his own 
master, and the clergy of our rural population will 
henceforth be comparativly ciphers. This is secular 
progress of which we are justly proud. * He that 
hath ears to hear let him hear.” 
CRIME AMONG THE OLERGY. 

During the past month crime has been rife 
among the clergy in England. The latest case is 
that of the Rev. Alexander Blair, vicar of Allerton 
Bywater, Yorkshire, who was recently charged with 
being intoxicated while officiating at a funeral. On 
March 14th he was deprived of his vicarage and 
benefice and all the privileges thereto belonging, by 
the bishop of Ripon, at a consistory court held in 
Ripon cathedral. i 


LATEST INFORMATION. 
Just upon the eve of. mailing these * Notes” the 
vote has been taken in the London School board 
upon the proposal referred to above. The clerical 
party hav carried their point by a majority of 
twenty-one. Notice has been given that next month 
a resolution will be moved to set the vote aside. 
Probably, however, the matter will not be settled 
until the election in November, when the work of 
the Freethinkers will be to secure a majority on the 
board in favor of purely Secular education. 
London. CnanLES Warts. 


‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 


I suppose some wonder if this book will ever be 
completed, but there is an end to all things, even 
to “Four Hundred Years,” and the big book is 
almost ready. I hope my readers sufficiently appre- 
ciate the task which has been performed, and that 
their patient waiting has not been in vain. So far 
as the size of the book is concerned, they will cer- 
tainly gain by the delay, for there will be eight 
hundred and fifty pages of reading matter instead 
of the six hundred I originally promised, and I be- 
lieve that all the matter presented is valuable and 
helps to elucidate the subject, for I hav had to con- 
dense these pages out of twelve hundred pages pre- 
pared; and if I had written all that was in my mind 
I should hav had twice that amount. The material 
is immense. I had to read hundreds of books, as 
will be easily seen when the scope of the subject is 
understood. I hav not only had to read these 
books, but to arrange the matter in an original way, 
for this is the history of a movement and not a set 
of biographies. It is much more difficult to write 
of a movement than of a person, for not only must 
the movement itself be understood, but the relations 
of persons to its development. I hope my readers 
will thoroughly understand what I hav tried to do, 
and that this book is not a compilation of material 
ready at hand, but a digging up of'new material 
and an interpretation of history which has not been 
given before. If this book had been merely a com- 
pilation I could hav finished it in a month; but 
being something radically different from anything 
before published, it could not be hurried through 
in any such manner. 

I hav satisfied my intellectual conscience in this 
book. I feel that I hav done the best I could do in 
the space allowed; that all I hav given is valuable 
as matter of history. Ido not know of anything 
that I would strike out or alter, for I hav written 
this book first of allas a matter of love, and not for 
any fame or fortune connected with it. However, 
I hav felt keenly the limitations of space, for great 
worlds of thought hav been open before me which I 
hav not been able to express. I hav satisfied my 
conscience but not my ideal. It has been hard for 
me to forego many things, to avoid tempting regions 
simply because of the limitations of time and space. 
If any miss things in this book which they would 
like to see, it is not because I hav not seen or de- 


sired them, but because I could not write in 
eight hundred and. fifty pages what would occupy 
two or three thousand pages. I hav endeavored 
to select the best in reference to the history of Free. : 
thought. 

Now I hope that those who hav delayed about 
subscribing for the book will send in their nameg 
at once. I hav at present over five hundred and 
fifty names enrolled who hav subscribed and paid 
for the book. I hav one hundred names who hay 
subscribed, but not paid. Now, according to agree- 
ment, I am not to enroll in the book the names of 
those who do not pay beforehand. To do so would 
be Hardly fair. I want a solid list of subscribers to 
show the world those who hav not merely said they 
were going to take the book, but who hav really 
paid the cash; and this is the rule I mean to adopt 
—to enroll only cash subscribers, for I think that 
one can pay five dollars now as easily as a month 
hence if he really wants todo it. If these one hun- 
dred pay up, and I hope they will for there will 
never be a better chance to go upon the roll of © 
honor, I shall hav nearly seven hundred names to 
enroll I would like a thousand, and I hope that at 
this eleventh hour when the book is ready to be 
ushered upon the world there will be a rush of sub- 
scribers to make up the one thousand. I want my 
friends to understand that I hav spent about one 
year’s hard work on this book, and meantime I hav 
had practically to abandon the lecture-field, and 
therefore I need all the substantial aid I can get for 
this undertaking. Taking all expenses together it 
will cost pretty near four thousand dollars to pub- 
lish this souvenir edition of one thousand copies. 
I can assure my friends that the price of this book 
will never be any less than five dollars. How can it 
be, with eight hundred and fifty printed pages and 
nearly one hundred and fifty portraits, making in all 
a volume of over one thousand pages? I hav given 
one-third more than I bargained for at the begin- 
ning. I hav done this because I wanted to do the 
work well, money or no money. I hav wanted to 
giv as far as possiblea vast and inspiring picture of 
Freethought—Freethought in history, in the gran- 
deur of philosophy, in the splendor of poetry, and 
Freethought also among the masses of the people; 
Freethought as home life and social development. 

Now, friends, since my arduous task is done I 
want one grand rally at the last, and a pioneer roll- 
eall of one thousand. Write to me, or directly to 
Tur Troure SEEKER. S. P. Purwam. 


Notes of Work. - 


I hope that the friends of Freethought will not 
cease their contributions to the fund, for un- 
doubtedly I shall hav to go to Washington again 
to look after the Sunday bill It will not do to 
neglect these things. The enemy are busy as bees, 
and if we are not careful they will get some advan- 
tage over us. Don’t fail to send your contributions 
right along to E. C. Reichwald, 165 South Water 
street, Chicago. I want especially to call upon 
New York Liberals to supply the means for work, 
for the Constitutional Convention is near at hand, 
and I shall attend that to push the cause of impar- 
tial taxation ; and besides, I want to be armed with 
that bristling pamphlet—bristling with facts and 
arguments—on church taxation just published by 
the Truth Seeker Company. I want to distribute 
thousands of copies of that pamphlet; I want to 
giv a copy to every member of the convention. 
This is important, and to New York Liberals I say, 
attention. Giv us the means of work. If more 
convenient, New York Liberals can send directly to 
me at New York city, or to Taz: Trurs SEEKER 
itself. The money will be accounted for to the 
treasury of the Federation, and the receipts. will be 
published. One little country church raised $250 
to put “God” in the Constitution. Let us learn 
from the enemy. If money is raised to put God in, 
we must also raise money to keep him out. We 
must hav plenty of ammunition for this fight. 

I shall begin my Western tour about June. I 
hav some communications from Wisconsin. I shall 
deliver lectures in that state at Neilsville and other 
places on the plan of the “Press and Platform 
Campaign.” I hope that Liberal friends in Wis- 
e@nsin will join in the work. I want a good circuit 
in that state. There is Bangor City, Michigan. I 
expect to journey that way; so I hope that friends 
in Michigan will stir up matters. Since the decision 
of its supreme court on Sunday laws there is need 
of edueation. Clinton and Nevinsville, Iowa, and 
Ord, Nebraska, are among my appointments, and I 
want more in these states; and then I shall push 
on to the Coast. Northport, De Ruyter, and 
Elmira, New York, are also points where I expect 
to labor, and I hope New York Liberals will make 
a good rally. I want this campaign to tell. We 
must not only secularize the state, we must also 
secularize the people. SaĮmorL P. PurNAM. 
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Observations. 


One of the daily papers last Sunday printed a 
picture over the line, “ Will Somebody Please Build 
a Fire Under This Donkey?” It represented a don- 
key standing crosswise, and so obstructing, the 
road in front of a stagecoach; the donkey being the 
United States Senate and the coach the business in- 
terests of the country. The picture tells the whole 
story, but Ide not see how those who believe in 
business legislation can draw any moral from it 
consistent with their line of thought. Having ad- 
mitted that Congress may interfere with the natu- 

` yal course of trade, the people are in the position of 
theologians who teach that God, having bestowed 
life or any other blessing upon us, has a right to 
withdraw it, and we must bow in resignation to his 
` will without entering any complaint. I reject that 
notion, and I reject also the notion that the na- 
tional legislature has anything to do properly with 
encouraging or discouraging private enterprise. 
I can imagin that a Senator or Congressman famil- 


iar with all the branches of industry, from picking 


up cigar stumps to managing a railroad, might hit 
upon a law to protect some universal principle from 
violation, which would be a good thing. We know, 
however, from experience and observation, that no 
such Senator or Congressman has asserted himself ; 
and we diseover that when any commercial measure 
comes before a legislativ body, each member votes 
for or against it according asits passage or rejection 
would affect his own individual interests. This is 
perfectly natural—so natural, in fact, that. if he 
should profess to hav voted otherwise no one would 
believe him, although his general reputation for 
truth and veracity might be good. Thus those who 
vote for the Wilson bill, with its income-tax rider, 
do so because they know, or think they know, that 
the bill will put more money in their pockets than 
the rider will take out. Thus, also, the members of 
the Senate delay action on the tariff bill in order 
that they may realize ‘all there is in it for them. 
From the point of view of exact justice a discrimi- 
nating tariff schedule—stimulating one established 
industry and depressing another—is as obnoxious 
as the religious amendment to the Constitution or 
the exemption of ecclesiastical property from taxa- 
tion. Anybody who cannot see this is certainly 
blind in one eye. Such measures are out of place 
in House or Senate. 
paternal-government wedge, which, when driven 
home, will split the body politic all the way up the 
back. 

Notice has been served on Mohammed Charles 
Chilton Moore, editor of the Blue Grass Blade, 
Lexington, Ky., that suit will be filed against him 
in the civil court for blasphemy. His prosecutor 
is the Rev. E. L. Southgate. Mr. Moore was once 


a preacher, but some years ago exchanged belief for |. 


unbelief, adopting Prohibition as an efficient substi- 
tute for the invasiv bigotry of religion. But he 
is not to be prosecuted for being a Prohibitioniat, 
for it is the peculiarity of laws framed after 
the fashion of blasphemy statutes, that they aim 
at repressing that which makes for good in a 
man rather than that which tends to constitute 
him a public nuisance. As a Prohibitionist Mo- 
hammed Moore is one of that undesirable class of 
persons who would invoke the aid of the law in en- 
forcing upon all others their own methods of pur- 
suing pleasure and attaining happiness. As such he 
belongs with the church, and as such he could con- 
sistently prosecute those whose system of worship is 
not the one he would prefer that they should prac- 
tice. In being prosecuted for blasphemy, therefore, 
he is suffering in his own person the. pains which 
he seeks to inflict upon his neighbor ‘by means of 
a law identical in character with that invoked 
against him. But two wrongs cannot make aright. 
Though blessed by the church and licensed by the 
state, their progeny is still wrong. It is not a 
crime to sell what another desires to buy, whether 
injurious or otherwise; neither is it a crime to ex- 
press any opinion, whether honest or not, and the 
prosecution of Moore for blasphemy is as wicked as 
the prosecutions he contemplates under the Prohi- 
bition law when he gets one. 


The communication from Mr. E. O. Roscoe on 
page 235 of this volume contains a startling propo- 
sition, to wit: : 

Either Macdonald is or I am misleading the people— 
certainly unwittingly—to the best of our ability; and be- 
iug directly opposed to one another regarding the ques- 
tion of finance, it is certain that one or the other of us 
should—in the interest of that portion of the public we 
Yeach—stop. s 

If I were to write the foregoing sentence I 
should throw the last part of it into another form, 
as, «itis certain that, in the interest of that por- 
tion of the public we reach, one or the other of us 


They are the thick part of the: 


should stop "—thus bringing the auxiliary “should” 
into closer relation with its principal “stop "—but 
that may pass. The proposition in any form would 
be novel. Stop? I know not what course the 
Prophet may take, but so long as any crude remarks 
of mine can call forth a bi-weekly communication 
from Gowanus, they will be continued in our next. 
Besides, the principle is wrong. Nothing displays 
the proportions of truth to so much advantage as to 
set it up beside a dwarfed and shriveled error. The 
mistakes of Moses and the blunders of the church 
hav done more than anything else to stimulate scien- 
tific research. Then let the Prophet continue to op- 
pose his yellow dollar to the silver one which I pre- 
sent, and if it looks the better, the larger, the more 
glorious, and generally more respectable, persons 


‘with a clear vision, like that portion of the public 


we reach, will not be slow to see it. 
But to come back to what has been written, I 


wish to suggest to Mr. Roscoe that when a discus- 


sion is in progress, and all the knowledge of the 
subject is on one side, it is scarcely considerate in 
the party so favored to repeatedly recur to the ig- 
norance of the other. Iam almost persuaded that 
to wait until such ignorance is revealed is more 
judicious than to assume its existence at the outset 


and without citing evidence in proof. And again, | 


an unlettered block will serve as well as any for him 
to chop logic on. 

Mr. Roscoe has asked whether certain facts as to 

cents—including the government monopoly of coin- 
ing them, and their exchangeability for other money 
—do not account for their passing at their face 
value. It is true, as he says, that such govern- 
mental monopoly is a fact in any section of the 
country; but he knows of no section of the country 
where they are refused. He has not heard of the 
Pacific slope, where government monopoly and 
other accidents of the cent-piece cut no figure. 
Not only are they not receivable there in sums 
which * the law allows as a legal tender," but a pas- 
senger on a street car in San Francisco cannot 
force them upon the conductor in payment of a 
five-cent fare. This is true also of two-cent and 
three-cent pieces. While I was a resident of San 
Francisco an Eastern man who tendered two of the 
latter coins for his fare was ejected from the car, 
and when he brought suit for damages the courts 
sustained the railway company. This occurred, too, 
within a few minutes’ ride of the sub-treasury. I 
argued from these circumstances that since govern- 
ment monopoly of making coins and their exchange- 
ability for money in other forms did not secure 
currency to cents in quarters where they are not 
useful in commercial transactions, we must look 
to some other cause for their currency in other 
localities. I cannot blame Mr. Roscoe for not ac- 
cepting the argument, since he was ignorant of the 
facts upon which it was based. 
Mr. Roscoe explains the circulation at par of 
dollars based on twelve and one-half cents’ worth of 
gold by saying that few want the gold so long as it 
is to be had for the asking. It is plain, then, that 
one dollar of one hundred cents’ intrinsic value will 
float twelve and one-half of no intrinsic value. I 
am no hand at planning, but it strikes me that a 
twelve-and-one-half per cent seigniorage would pro- 
tect the government credit under free coinage as 
efficiently as the same percentage of gold now sus- 
tains the government’s paper promises to pay. The 
Prophet will see that every twelfth dollar might be 
coined to contain one hundred cents’ intrinsic value 
of silver, and as not even one person in twelve 
seems to want his money redeemed, and as the big 
dollar would pass for no more than the ordinary 
size, it would, for obvious reasons, remain in the 
treasury. l 

As a reason for not believing that free coinage 
would raise the commercial value of the silver dollar 
to that of gold, Mr. Roscoe submits that it costs 
thirty-four times as much to produce an ounce of 
gold as it does to produce an ounce of silver. A 
report prepared and published by the Western 
miners’ association about a year ago gave the cost 
of silver production at $1.20 an ounce, and of gold 
at about $20 an ounce, as nearly as I can remember 
the figures. This expense of course includes the 
capital invested in unsuccessful mining ventures, 
which can only be roughly estimated. There are 
mines that turn out gold or silver almost as cheaply 
as it could be coined, and others that, after an in- 
vestment of perhaps a million, turn out nothing. 
From conversation with practical miners and from 
the perusal of treatises on the subject, T doubt 
whether the ratio of cost to value of gold and silver 


is approximately known, or whether their ratio to j 


each other, as to cost of production, can be more 
than guessed at. The Prophet's cocksure and 
mathematical statement of the ratio as 34:1, there- 
fore, causes me to wonder at the extent of his infor- 
mation. Perhaps the wisest remark to be made 


upon this branch of the subject is that what we 
know about the expense of gold and silver mining 
can only convince us that both metals cost a good 
deal more than they are worth. But however that 
may be, it is a contradiction in terms to say that a 
dollar which is a legal tender, and which is receiv- 
able for taxes, can fall below par, at least in this 
country. As for other countries, when the choice 
comes between keeping their goods, and accepting 
American money for them, I doubt if it will take 
them long to decide. Mr. Roscoe’s state"ent that 
“our gold and silver money is accepted abroad by 
weight, and our other money not at all,” should be 
entertained only as a theory. The testimony of 
travelers is that our money, paper preferred, stands 
next to the English bank-note, which in most civil- 
ized countries has commanded a premium over gold. 

My valued opponent, in closing, fears I shall ac- 


cuse him of lacking the sense of humor if he takes 


my method of redeeming Mr. Peck’s note seriously. 
His apprehension is groundless, for it is not humor 
that he lacks, but fairness; otherwise he would 
admit that when a note is accepted by its author in 
payment of an obligation due him, it is redeemed. 


The New York Sorosis, a women’s society, last week 
discussed the proprietry of telling fairy stories to 
children, with frequent reference to the Christmas 
myth, Santa Claus. The remarks of Mrs. Merriman 
showed that at least one member of the club believes 
in imposing upon children the double task of learn- 
ing and unlearning. This lady said: 


** As for Santa Claus not being real, why there are 
people to whom the Christ child is not real either. Does 
it matter much? There will come a time, when we reach 
another stage of existence, when some one will say, these 
things yon took for vital truths were but parables. That 
reminds me that a school-girl not long ago gave this defini- 
tion of & parable: ‘A heavenly truth with no earthly 
meaning init. People may say that angels are physical 
monstrosities; that & child cannot be born of a divine 
parent; that the story of the wise men following the star 
is but a parable of wisdom leading the way. Yet, I put it 
to you, is not the world better for being nourished in its 
spiritual infancy on these fictions?" - : 


So it goes. Just as we are beginning to think 
that the women are achieving & degree of gcod 
sense unknown to the majority of the male popula- 
tion, Some such break as this is made by one of 
their representativs, and down goes the fair conceit.. 
For to say that children are made better if taught 
fables by parents is equivalent to affirming that 
parents are improved by having liars for children. 
The parent who sustains a child's intellect with the 
literature of miracle and myth is about as culpable 
as though he restricted its physical nourishment to 
wind. 


Recent events hav given a set-back to the social- 
istic proposition that the general government should 
own and control railroads and telegraph lines. 
The ministry now in power in Newfoundland are 
all in court for bribing voters by hiring them with 
public funds to do useless work on interior railway 
construction, which may be regarded as a fair 
sample of what would occur when the spoils system 
now prevalent in this country is extended to include 
all the larger industries. Governor Tillman, of 
South Carolina, by seizing a telegraph line and dic- 
tating press dispatches, has further exhibited the 
beauties of complete government control of the 
means of communication, of which the Comstock 
censorship of the mails had given us a foretaste. 

Religious surveillance of scientific investigation, 
as exemplified in the expurgated reports of the 
Smithsonian Institute; governmental railroad build- 
ing as exemplified in Newfoundland; governmental 
control of liquor selling, &s illustrated in South 
Carolina, and government seizure of telegraph lines 
as exemplified by Tillman; *governmental espionage 
over the moral qualities of mail matter as exempli- 
fied by the Comstock laws—how do the Socialists 
like it as far as they hav got? 

Gro. E. MaopoNAL». 


Epwanp Kine lectured last Sunday before the Brook- 
lyn Philosophical Association on ** What Labor Demands 
of the Constitutional Convention.” The lecture was an 
able, earnest, and to many minds, a convincing one. 
Among the numerous things labor wants is the repeal of 
all the so-called conspiracy laws, an employers’ liability 
act, making employers responsible for all accidents to 
employees resulting from their negligence; home rule for 
all municipalities and villages, and the referendum, 
whereby people will be abie to vote direct on all questions 
of reform and otherwise. 


FRANKLIN STEINER, of Des Moines, Iowa, delivered his 
celebrated lecture on ‘‘ Evidences of Christianity Tested,” 
to a crowded house in Marks’ Hall last evening. He is 
an eloquent and forceful speaker, and: held the audience 
spelibound. The ideas advanced being Infidel in their 
character, were with many ‘‘let in at the one ear and out 
at the other." To-night he will lecture on ‘‘ The Great 
Conspiracy.” —Greensburg Tribune. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Wants “Four Hundred Years.” 
Lap Hinr, ARK., March 16, 1894. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed please find $1.50 
for the continuance of Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
to my address, and when the ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” is completed 
I will send $5 for the book, F. R. Lez. 


Cannot Do Without Their Friend. 
RIVERSIDE, Oar., March 27, 1894. 
Mr. Eprroz: You will please find in- 
closed $3 to pay for the good old TRUTH 
SEEKER another year, 88 we cannot do 
without our old friend in this hypocritical 
town. W. CUNNINGHAM. 


He Lends a Helping Hand. 

Dunper, N. Y., March 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find draft for $6 
to renew my subscription to the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER; $2 to help keep God from 
interfering with our Constitution and $1 
to the picture man Heston. We cannot 
get along without him, and why should 
notevery Liberal that can afford to, send 
him $1? I make the draft $6.10, so you 
will not hav postage to pay sending money 

as directed. W. O. Sworts. 


May He Stray No More. 
East Orro, N. Y., March 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Please excuse delay and ac- 
cept many thanks for your very valuable 
paper, which I do not mean to do without. 
A word of welcome to the Man with the 
Badge-pin, and all the Pledges that he can 
keep. I hope that no western fever will 
ever cause him to again stray from your 
side. 

Find inclosed money order for $6, for 
which send Tux Trura SEEKER to ad- 
dress given, and Remsburg’s '* Lincoln,” 
cloth. OrARK BUROHARD. 


A Look Over the Shoulder. 
Omana, NEB., March 21, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $2.25, 
‘which will pay my subscription to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER until Dec. 31, 1894. I am 
pleased with the paper in every respect so 
far. 

The cartoons are immense. It frequently 
amuses me while I am reading during 
noon hour to hav some pious believer or 
holy fakir sneak up behind me to see what 
the cartoons look like, in which case I 
never forget to let him see them, Wishing 
your splendid paper a successful career, I 
am yours truly, Joun McARDLE. 


Will Want a “Host”? of Books. 


Brrnio, Mont., Feb. 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I would be glad to send 
some new subscribers, but hav failed so 
far to get any. Your letter reminds me of 
the fact that I am behind on my own sub- 
scription, though you were too modest to 
say so. I cannot do without Taz TRUTH 
Sszxzer. Send it along and inclosed you 
will find pay for another year. 

I am teaming in this country and hav no 
settled place, but when I stop for good I 
will order a host of your books. 

Yours for liberty, Geo. W. SconEz. 


Not to Preserve but to Aequire Liberty. 
DANSVILLE, N. Y., March 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron; Herewith I inolose copies 
of petition, ete., with twenty names. I 
wish it were as many thousand. I havn't 
strength and time to spare to canvass the 
town and am not acquainted at all except 
on the hillside. I hope there will be & 
powerful protest presented to Congress. 
No one to whom I hav presented it has 
hesitated to sign. There is a tremendous 
struggle before us to preserve our republic 
and acquire liberty. Respectfully, 
Lvompa B. CHANDLER. 


Liberal Societies Wanted. 
Braer, Wasu., March 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: There are a great many 


Liberals here, but only a few who speak: 


out. I would be glad to see a Liberal 
League in every city and village in the 
country. Iam sorry I hav kept you wait- 
ing for your money so long, but I was 
hoping to get a new subscriber or two. I 
will send the money for renewal and for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
If you hav tracts for free distribution I 
will scatter some where I think they will 


do the most good. Wishing all friends of 
the Truth Seeker Company a happy life, I 
remain your Liberal friend, A. Grrry. 


The Preacher Well Answered. 
PELLA, Ia., March 26, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I inelose $5 for another 
year’s subscription and Paine’s ‘‘ Great 
Works Complete.” I liv within two hun- 
dred yards of six or seven sky pilots, who fre- 
quently called on me, but they hav nearly 
stopped, as they could not stand Free- 
thought. There was one called on me 
for a favor, and we talked some on the 
Bible, and he said we were all sinners; he 
was a sinner and his wife was a sinner, and 
my wife and myself were sinners, I told 
him I did not think so, for I had lived 
with my wife nearly sixty years, and I 
never knew her to dos bad thing. Then 
he said he had & good woman, and so had 
I, and I told him good folks were not sin- 
ners; and he said no more. I am eighty 
years old, but I will do what I can the rest 
of my life. W. S. Gzoraz. 


His Blood is Not Congealed. 
SITKA, Anaska, March 12, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I would like to write you 
sometime. I would like to tell you what a 
ehurch-ridden territory Alaska is; what a 
perfect paradise it is for the surplus mis- 
sionary element of the States; all about 
the clanging of church-bells, keeping good 
people awake day and sometimes through 
the night; all about how the government 
is ignoring the people's mandate of sepa- 
rating church from state; how rich the 
(poor)Indian is and how well the poor 
missionary knows it. I must, however, 
take some other time to write full particu- 
lars. I would like you to secure a census 
report (the last one of Alaska), in which 
you will see the methods pursued. 

I am as poor as a church mouse, but asl 
hav subscribed for Tam TRUTH SEEKER 
since 1878, I will continue to scrape up 
enough to renew.  Inelosed find postal 
note for $2.50. I giv away papers and 
send some all along the coast, but am 
afraid that I hav not done much good for 
you or myself. R. ALBERTSON. 


Air Foul With Superstition. 
RickEvinnz, IA., March. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find money 
order for books as per list inclosed. I 
would like to know if Paine's ‘‘Age of 
Reason " is published in German and how 
and where I can get it, for I hav a sister 
living in Illinois who is still entombed in 
Ostholicism and priesteraft. She cannot 
read English, and I think the ‘‘ Age of 
Reason” would be the best book I could 
send her to begin with in the process of 
Rationalism. I hav lately made a visit to 
some of my relativs and friends in a com- 
munity where I used to liv before I went 
through the process of evolution from 
darkest Oatholicism to mental liberty and 
Freéthought. Here I found the air so 
foul, so poisoned with superstition and 
ignorance, that I could endure it only a 
few days, for to '*argue with those who 
hav renounced the use of reason ig like 
giving medicin to the dead,” because the 
priests are applying the science of igno- 
rance to perfection on the poor dupes. 
Christianity is yielding some legitimate 
fruits in this part of the country, for 
insanity cases on account of overdoses of 
religion are quite numerous. 

Henry Bisson. 

(We are very sorry to say that the **Age 
of Reason" is not printed in German.— 
Ep. T. 8.] 


A Serap of History. 
New York, N. Y., March 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: There isa great time made 
with some people about Easter. What is 
Easter anyway, that it has become so pop- 
ular among the people when it is known to 
be the English word for the Saxon goddess 
Estre, whose festival was held in April? 

The Christian church commemorates the 
ssvior's resurrection on the day which is 
set apart for the Jewish Passover, without 
any reason, and calls it Good Friday, or 
Long Friday, as the Saxons say. 

It is no honor to our translators that this 
word occurs in the English Bible, as you 
‘will find itin Acts xii, 4 It should hav 
been Passover. Easter is a word of Saxon 
origin. The name became attached by as- 
sociation of ideas to the Christian festival 


of the resurrection which happened at the 
time of the passover. Hence we say Easter 
day, Easter Sunday, but very improperly. 

As early as the second century there was 
keen dispute respecting the day on which 
this feast should. be kept. The dispute 
was finally settled at the council of Nice in 
825, which ordained that it should always 
occur on Sunday. So, you see, it is of 
human invention, and is of no use what- 
ever but to humbug the people. 

Dr. Jorton says these councils hav been 
much extolled by Catholics and by Protest- 
ants. They were collections of men who 
were frail and fallible. S. R. THORNE. 


The Theologian. 
Along the flowery pathway stalks 
The Théologian—solemn, grim ; 
Brooding o’er deeds of death and sin 
With which to terrify his flocks. 


And as with creed-killed soul he walks 
Toward his church across the fields, 
His cane of Cainish blight he wields 

And whisks the daisies from their stalks. 


No shade of guilt comes o’er his look, 

As thus he murders kindred life ; 

For in his mind ferments that strife 
Which bigots wage around their book. 
Their eyes are blind to all that’s kind, 

Save kindness cruel made by creeds ; 

Creeds cruel as those savage deeds 
That sought by blood to chain the mind. 
A cobwebbed mass of myths that blind, 

Orumbling ’midst shouts of nations freed, 

The church, with all her crazy creed, 
Still cramps the freedom of the mind! 


Yet as a lad he roamed through vales 
And culled with tender care the rose 
That opens wells of joy to those 

Who learn to love the hills and dales. 


So pure, so good his boyhood shone, 
His parents held him fit to preach. 
He grew a man, to rave and screech, 

And all his sympathies were gone. 


He grew a man of selfish heart, 
And empty forms became his prayer ; 
And, staining dark a name most fair, 
Ascribed to Christ the juggler’s art. 
And now he struggles to uphear 
The tottering pillar of the past ; 
But science says it shall not last, 
And man and nature both declare 
Its might has vanished with the slave, 
No more upheld by freedom’s foes ; . 
‘For man stamps out his ancient woes, 
And grandly marches past their grave. 
THANE JONES. 


Liberty! Liberty! Liberty! - 
Corumsus, Kan., March 15, 1894. 

Reapers: You who are strong and 
young, who hav heads to think and hearts 
to feel, wake up and fight for life and 
liberty. Be vigilant, activ, aggressiv, 
heroic. Circulate the remonstrance; write 
to your Representativs and Senators and 
make a grand effort in this crisis to save 
American liberty, the Declaration of In- 
dependence, and the National Constitution 
from the clerical vandals and traitors 
gathered at Washington. For twenty 
years past I hav done my part in circulat- 
ing various petitions to Congress and 
writing letters to representativs and presi- 
dents, but I can do so no more, as I am 
about played out. But ag long as I can 
talk, write, and think, Liberty shall be my 
living sentiment and my dying sentiment, 
as John Adams said. Romans betrayed 
Rome. The pretended friends of Consti- 
tutional liberty, in violation of their official 
oaths, are stabbing liberty to the heart by 
their religious legislation. 

Every man and woman who wants a 
church-and-state religion is an enemy of 
and traitor to natural and constitutional 
liberty. E 

Do any of the Freethinkers and lovers of 
liberty want to be deprived of their testi- 


| mony in the courts, be disfranchised, be 


compelled to ''keep Sunday" as Chris- 
tians may dictate, and pay taxes to support 
that and those who deprive them of their 
liberty? If not, now is the time and nota 
moment to wait, to show your manhood 
and love of humanity. We hav given the 
tyrannical enemies of liberty an inch and 
they hav taken an ell of our liberties, and 
soon they will all go if we do not all unite 
in a long pull and a strong pull, Must 
Putnam, like his Revolutionary namesake, 
be the first and foremost to plead alone be- 
fore the committee for our liberty? As it 
looks to me, every lawyer in the land who 
loves truth and liberty should hasten to 
Washington with R. G. Ingersoll as leader 
and show those traitors by numbers, as well 


as eloquence and logic, that they, that 
those who are not Christians, hav rights 
and aspirations they are bound to respect, 
Oh that I had health and strength and 
means to go at once to Washington and 
fight for my liberty and life; for my lib- 
erty is my life. Every court that decides 
that this is a Christian nation, decides a 
lie, violates its oath, and isa traitor to 
liberty. Shall one-third of the people 
(Christians) rule, control, and compel the 
other two-thirds to liv, and think, and act 
and spend their time as the Christians die- 
tate, sustained by church-and-state enacted ` 
laws? Ho! to the. rescue, hol  '*Up, 
guards, and at them.” ‘A liberty that 
someone else must define for me is no lib- 
erty at all.” Reader, is there anything 
more precious to you than your liberty? 
If there is, then are you willing to be a 
slave or & hypocrit when our enemies hav 
destroyed the liberty we hav had? The 
love of liberty has been a constant inspira- 
tion to me. O reader, let it inspire and 
impel you to action in liberty's present 
struggle for life. 
** O Liberty! thou wast undone, ` 

Wast from thy nativ country driven . 
When tyranny eclipsed the sun 

And blotted out the stars of heaven." 


J. H. Coox. 


Bible Points for Military Chiefs. 
Soranton, PA., March 29, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: We had the pleasure of 
hearing three good lectures, delivered in 
the Music Hall of this city by John E. 
Remsburg. They were: ''Fathers of 
Our Republic,” ‘‘ Bible Morals,” and 
** Sabbath-Breaking." Mr, Remsburg, at 
the conclusion of his last lecture, urged us 
to organize, which we did on March 14th. 
You may hear from our secretary in the © 
near future. I went to visit one of our 
members and saw that his tables were 
strewn with Liberal works of all kinds. 
He gave me six back numbers of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. Believe me, I hav a good 
laugh every time I look at them; they 
would be just the thing for Sunday-schools. 
I am not a subscriber to any Liberal 
journal, but I intend to subscribe for TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER as soon as I can. 

I am a genuin Infidel and am proud to 
say that I fear no God, ghost, or devil, or 
any other windbag; but this has been the 
cause of my being held down. I work in 
the mines, and all mine foremen are 
religious cranks, which makes it hard 
for a Freethinker to liv under their paw, 
but I would rather die branded with Free- 
thought and truth than to be crowned 
with lies of barbarian kings who may hav 
lived a few thousand years ago. 

I hear much talk about Spiritualism; I 
believe as much in that as I do in the 
famous or infamous old Adam and Eve 
story. No, love is my religion. I love - 
the small as well as the great, the weak as 
well as the strong, the poor as well, and 
better, than the rich. But my Christian 
friends would hav me believe that the 
sun and the moon did stand still. Why 
did not the great generals Grant and 
Lee try the same scheme in the late war? 
Why did they not giv the ocean & kick 
and make a path in it, and when their 
enemy would follow cause it to close in on 
them? : 

Now, & few words about our organiza- 
tion: We hav had only two meetings as yet, 
and we don’t know exactly which way to 
point our cannon or how to load it. If 
you could giv us any information I would 
like to present it at our next meeting, 
which is next Sunday. There are un- 
doubtedly two or three thousand Free- 
thinkers in this city; but they will not 
show up because we cannot offer them 
protection against their cowardly oppress- 
ors, by whom we are all employed; we are 
the next thing to being unemployed at 
present. I cannot afford to buy anything 
just now, but as soon as we begin to 
work I will be on your subscription list. . 

I remain, Yours in Freethought, 

W. W. WATKINS. 


[‘‘ What to do” in local societies is one 
of the most difficult problems we are try- 
ing to solve. So much depends upon the : 
conditions in any given place. Those 
‘upon the ground should be better qualified 
than any others to choose effectiv methods. 
Where there is not sufficient money to 
employ our traveling lecturers: and there 


is little or no home spesking talent a num- 
ber of expedients may be resorted to 


which are often found quite - successful. 
Hav some one read a lecture or editortal 


from a Liberal paper. Comment upon it, 
either from your seats or the platform. 


Or read from some Freethought or seien- 
tific book. A good reader and a good 
book put together on the stage can interest 


and instruct an audience of Freethinkers. 
Then hav music if you can; any instru- 


ment will please the children and singing 


will draw numbers into the. ranks of the 


entertainers. Recitations, dialogs—every- 
Make a cheerful 
place for all—men, women, and children— 
to meet. That is what will empty the 
Hav a Sunday-school if you 
Get speakers whenever possible; 
many will be glad to hav the opportunity 
to address your society. We mean occa- 
Try to keep 
informed by your daily reading in regard 
to all matters of especial interest to Free- 
thinkers, and then when you come to- 
gether tell your friends what you hav 
opinions 


thing of the kind helps. 


churches. 
ean. : 


sional, volunteer, speakers, 


learned and exchange your 
about the matter. A picnic, a dinner, a 
festival, will help make you sociable, 
Huxley's and Tyndall’s scientific essays, 


- Ingersoll’s lectures, Reade's ‘‘Martyrdom 
of Man,” Miss Wixon’s ‘‘ Apples of Gold,” 
Putnam’s ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” Beall’s ‘‘ Brain and the Bible,” 
Bell’s ** Handbook of Freethought,” would 
furnish you with hundreds. of splendid 


selections to read and discuss.—Ep. T. S.] 


Events Interestingly Touched. | 


OrsorsNATI, O., March 20, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: St. Patrick's day found the 
writer in Cincinnati, where he received a 
hearty greeting from that stalwart Liberal, 
Dr. E. S. McLeod. There is no joke 
about the stalwart, as our Esculapian 
disciple stands about. six feet six and is of 
majestic proportions. He is a host in 
himself, and he is honored by all who hav 
had the good fortune to form his acquaint- 
ance. 
supporters of the Chicago Secular Union 
in its days of influence and prosperity. 

That evening I accompanied the doctor 
to a lecture on Socialism,” by Richard 
T. Ely, professor of political economy in 
the University of Wisconsin, at the Odeon 


Music Hall: Having read a number of 


articles by Mr. Ely, I had formed an ex- 
aggerated opinion of his importance and 
integrity. I should hav admired him 
more without hearing him. His lecture 
was illusivly indefinit, prolix, and pedantic. 
Sometimes you would think he was an ad 
vocate of Socialism, at another an oppo- 
nent. If it was intended as advocacy it 
was a very cold-blooded sort, which I can 
scarcely appreciate. If there is anything 
I like it is to hear a person who is fairly 
imbued with an idea (even if it be an 
erroneous one from my point of view) and 
` not afraid to place himself on record. He 
seemed to stifle Socialism by ‘‘they do 
thus and so." Jt was too impersonal al- 
together. It lacked spirit and ardor. 
The amount of information dispensed ap- 
peared microscopic. He seemed to feel 
that either himself or his subject was out 
of place. It was something of a society 
event, as the speaker and the chairman ap- 
peared in evening dress. In the audience 
was a fair scattering of preachers. The 
chairman is president of some theological 
mill in the Gem city. The audience was 
not a Socialistic one. ' 

During the lecture the speaker defined 
Anarchism and Socialism. At its close 
questions were allowed, of which this is & 
sample: ‘Do Anarchists believe in a 
divine authority?" The lecturer replied 
that no Anarchist could believe in a God or 
any authority. George Light, president 
of the Ohio Liberal Society, being present, 
asked if the Socialists believed in divine 
authority. The speaker declared that 
many of them did and many of them did 
not. 

Sunday afternoon George Light at- 
tended the funeral of a business friend 
with whom he often conversed, but who, 
while he had attended the meetings occa- 
sionally, had never joined the Liberal so- 
ciety. He was agreeably surprised to find 
that instead of a thoroughly orthodox 
Presbyterian funeral his friend had left 
jnstructions that no priest or preacher 


The doctor was one of the chief 
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should-hav any-part in it'and that two of 
his friends should officiate—one say a few 
words at-the house, the other at the grave. 
This shows that the Ohio Liberal Society 
is spreading common sense in that com- 
munity. f ' 
The society now occupies the spacious, 
light, attractiv hall of the Cincinnati Ool- 
lege, directly opposit the Gibson House, 
for their regular Sunday evening meetings, 
I attended the ‘meeting of March 18th. 
The subject of the evening was ‘‘The 
Physical Evolution of Mind," and the 
speaker J. Olegg Wright. Andrew Hogg 
ably presided. The lecture was a brilliant 
effort—profound, yet entertaining. The 
speaker possesses a splendid voice and 
knows how to use it effectivly, often em- 
phasizing his points with dramatic force. 
He is thoroughly radical, but insinuates 
sufficient irony, humor, and sarcasm into 
his address—especially when dealing with 
theological vagaries—to keep his audience 
en rapport from beginning to end. There 
are but few Liberal lecturers who can be 
compared with J. Clegg Wright. 


The lecture concluded, Chairman Hogg 
announced that the speaker would delineate 
the characters of such persons as would be 
called on the platform. The first subject 


was the genial president of the society, 


George Light; the second was a, lady of 
Speaking of the leading 
characteristics of Mr. Light, the lecturer 


the - society. 


said he was impulsiv, generous to a fault, 


yet withal possessed fine traits to make a 
prosperous business man. As George is a 
strong Materialist, you can better imagin 


than I can describe the effect of the pro- 
fessor’s announcement that '*he [Mr. 
Light] was a hesler—8 medium.” ‘Well, 
the house went wild over this, and I con- 


cluded to suggest Tum TRUTH SEEKER, as 
soon as possible, as the advertising medium 
wherein Brother George could spread the 


“Light” of healing on his wings—fins. 
The next subject was the writer, but, 


really, the professor said so many flatter- 
ing things about my ‘‘ scientific” style of 
mind—a searcher for facts, etc.—that I 
He said I 


will revert to the weak points. 
was inordinately sensitiv; that is, I had 
been so until late years; wanted my own 


way; no one would drive me off with a 


broomstick; there was & good deal of com- 
bativness about me; I was not cut out for 
a speaker, but certainly was for literature, 


and what will astonish some, he said I 


was **extremely conscientious." Dr. Mo- 
Leod said that he had hit me off to a dot. 


At any rate, we furnished plenty of 


amusement for the audience. 
I find this in the Enquirer: 


Rev. Father Mackey, of the cathedral, 
delivered an interesting and scholarly 
lecture on ‘‘The Relation Between Church 
and State " before a large audience at the 
St. Ann’s church in West Covington, Ky., 
last night. Father Mackey is emphatic- 
ally in favor of the church and state being 
kept separate as at present and he is 
opposed to the proposed amendment to 
the federal Constitution recently intro- 
duced in both houses of Congress, the ob- 
ject of which is to declare the United 
States of America a Christian government. 

Father Mackey also expressed himself 
as opposed to having foreign customs or 
practices introduced into the government 
of this country. He insisted that ‘‘ every- 
thing in America must be American.” He 
agreed with the expressions of Archbishop 
Treland, made in a speech at St. Paul, 
Minn., Saturday, on ‘‘Foreign National- 
ism in America.” 

E. A. STEVENS. 


From the “ Maa in the Ditch.” 


Brooxuyn, N. Y., April 1, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: If in the course of any 
discussion, any person, prophet or lay- 
man, had accused me of ignorance regard- 
ing any subject I had ventured to write 
**even casually” about, and had stated 
that my views were 80 ludicrous as to af- 
ford mirth to **gods and men," I would— 
if I replied ast sll—hav attempted to de- 
monstrate to men the soundness of my 
assertions, and would hav been completely 
indifferent as to the light in which the 
gods regarded me. But, strange to relate, 
our friend Macdonald, who would hay 
been entirely justified in ignoring the 
casual reference made to him by way of 


pointing a moral and adorning a discussion 
with another man, chooses — for reasons 
not altogether obsoure—to lay particular 


stress on the fact that he is not in a 
position to know the light in which the 
gods regard him, and ignores completely 
the sublunary portion of his amused sudi- 
ence, until he is forced out of his cyclone 
pit of more or less bright and witty badi- 
nage by the derrick of persistent demand 
for argument. When he emerges, he be- 
gins defensiv operations with a euphemistic 
variation regarding a fool and his folly; 
refers to the fact that a ‘‘man in a ditch” 
is not ‘‘afraid of bullets;" remarks that 
“a brain impervious to thought may invite 
discussion safely," and finally decides to 
accept—after some delay—what in his pe- 
culiarly facetious way he terms ‘‘my 
bluff,” but which really was a direct, 
straightforward challenge to discussion, 
made with the view of convincing, or be- 


ing convinced, of the truth or fallacy of 


the claim that itis quite as impossible to 
create value from nothing as raw material 
as itis to create a solar system, or systems, 
from nothing but omnipotence. Let the 
situation not be misunderstood. Either 
Macdonald is or I am misleading the 
people—certainly unwittingly—to the best 
of our ability; and being directly opposed 


to one another regarding the question of 


finance, it is certain that one or the other 
of us should—in the interest of that por- 
tion of the public we reach—stop. The 
‘discussion. which is now on will tend to 
show, at one and the same time, who 
should revise his financial conclusions 
and which of us, if either, ‘‘is in a 
ditch,” or has been gnilty of folly, or 
is ‘‘impervious to thought.” Before ar- 
gument begins, however, it seems legiti- 
mate to call attention to the fact that my 
opponent made no attempt to defend the 


rickety and rheumatic analogies he set up 


to display the folly of studying the finan- 
cial question. Evidently, on this occasion, 


he feared the bullets because of the fact 
that he was ‘‘in a hole," which develops 


the falsity of his assertion that men below 
the surface are indifferent to missils. 


Mr. Macdonald, abandoning ‘sarcasm, 
then proceeds to notice the first question 


propounded to Mr. Peck, which seems to 
hav acted as an anesthetic on the latter 
gentleman, which in substance was whether 
the fact that the manufacture of fractional 
coins is a governmental monopoly, taken 
in conjunction with the possibility of ex- 
changing them at the sub-treasuries, does 
not account for their being universally 
received at their face value, and whether 
they would be received at more than their 
bullion worth if neither of these condi- 
tions existed. To this Mr. -Macdonald 
answers that if these conditions existed in 
all parts of the United States, they might 
hav something to do with the case. What 
has this remark to do with -the fact that 
the making of fractional currency is a 
governmental monopoly? Is that not a 
fact in any section of the country? As to 
the other condition—of redemption—while 
sub- treasuries are not numerous, and are 
therefore rather inaccessible, the knowl- 
edge that coins are exchangeable for any 
kind of money is universal, and operates 
as effectivly at long range as it would next 
door to the place of redemption. Mr. 
Macdonald hints at sections where cents 


do not pass at their face value, and also of 


localities where they hav not currency be- 
cause they are not wanted. I hav never 
heard of a place where they were refused 
at their face value, although it is possible 
that if offered in larger quantity than the 
law allows as legal tender, they might 
be refused except ata discount. But this 
does not change the fact that the monop- 
oly of their manufacture, together with 
acceptance of the obligation to receive 
them in payment or exchange, by the 
government, is all that keeps them at any 
point greatly beyond their metal value ; 
for if it were possible to coin them freely, 
the metal of which they are made would 
be presented and coined just as long as the 
coin was worth & reasonable profit more 
than the metal. As to the need for cur- 
rency insuring the circulation of tokens 
of small intrinsic worth at their face value, 
it ig certain that in such cases promises of 
redemption hav always stood behind them, 
which, if violated, soon caused their re- 
jection. 

Mr. Macdonald argues further that the 
fact that but $100,000,000 of gold is all 
that stands behind $818,000,000 of prom- 


ises to pay is sufficient to show that re- 
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demption plays no part in keeping those 

promises at par. He further alleges that, 

under the free coinage of silver, dollars of 
that metal would rise to the value of gold. 

To the firstassertion it is sufficient to reply 

that few want the gold so long as they are 

confident that it is to be had for the ask- 

ing, and this confidence renders it possible 
for a dime and a half of gold to keep ten 

dimes’ value of paper money or silver at 
par. As to the second allegation, itis cer- 
tain that free silver coinage could never 

raise the commercial price of that metal 
to the present ratio with gold, or maintain 
a silver dollar on the level of a gold dollar 
in purchasing power; for it is notorious 
that it costs about thirty-four times as 
much to produce an ounce of gold as 
it does to produce the same quantity of 
silver, which would make the commercial 
ratio of silver to gold about thirty-four, to 
one, while the coinage ratio is but sixteen 
to one. Now, it is manifest that the free 
coinage of silver can only benefit owners 
of that metal—and others not at all—so 
long as the government is able to giv a 
gold dollar for one of silver; and it is 
equally clear that, since everybody knows 
this perfectly, there would be a terrific 
rush to exchange all other kinds of money 
for gold, and that the very small margin 
of that metal which the government -has 
would scarcely last a week, at which time 
it would not be possible to get anything 
more valuable for a silver dollar than an- 
other of the same kind, and we would find 
ourselvs on à monometallic basis of silver, 
with the currency contracted by the hoard- 
ing of all the gold. Mr. Macdonald thinks 
that the silver dollar under free coinage 
would still purchase as much as one of 
gold, since it so circulated before it was 
demonetized. But Mr. Macdonald forgets 
that at that time the commercial ratio of 
silver to gold was legs than the coinage. 
ratio, which made silver more valuable as 
bullion than ascoin. No silver was coined 
for years before free coinage was stopped. 
The gentleman thinks, also, that the sta- 
bility of money does not depend upon the 
material of which it is composed, but upon 
the fact that the credit of the country is 
pledged to its support, and that this fact 
givs it world-wide acceptance. The fact 
is our money has no currency outside of 
this country. Our gold and silver money 
is accepted abroad by weight, and our other 
money not at all. Now, is not the credit 
of the country which Mr. Macdonald says: 
keeps our money at par, measured by its 
power to keep its promises to pay par— 
this is, gold—for any other money? Is it 
not true, that if its power to pay is limited 
to silver, the dollar (other than gold) will 
be worth but the bullion value of the silver 
dollar? The province of money is to dis- 
charge debt, and intrinsic value is not 
considered, a dollar passing for one hun- 
dred cents because the next man will take 
it at that rate, we are told. But the next 
man will soon stop taking it at that rate if 
those at the centers of exchange lose con- 
fidence in the ability of the government 
to keep its promis to pay gold to all 


‘asking for it, at which time the next 


man will take it—if at all—at such a figure 
as he is sure will protect him against loss. 
The gentleman ‘‘ might go further,” he 
says, ‘‘and aver that it is not the redeem- 
able quality of our currency that makes it 
exchangeable for gold, but because the 
party having the gold knows that the cur- 
rency has the same debt-paying power as 
his coin.” Mr. Macdonald stops too soon 
in his chain of redemption, for it is certain 
that no man will giv gold coin, or its 
value, for currency, unless he is reason- 
ably certain to get gold value again for 
his currency when he wishes to exchange 
it, and this certainty depends upon the 
ability of the government to fulfill ita 
promis to pay gold for its other currency. 
With such ideas it is not strange that the 
gentleman puts his trust in hens. Mr. 
Macdonald ‘‘ brings the argument up to 
date" by redeeming Mr. Peck’s note in 
such a fashion as invites the conclusion 
that he left himself a loop-hole to say, in 
anemergenoy, that ‘‘ evidently the Prophet 
is utterly devoid of the sense of humor, or 
he would never snppose that I would in- 
sinuate that & reputable gentleman like 
Mr. Peck would attempt to redeem his 
note by offering to renew if and counsel- 
ing the holder to go to the devil,” 

. E. O. Roscoz. : 
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Qhi liens c orner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, f 
- When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the dax's ocenpations 

That is known as tha Children's Hour." 


Sleepy Song. 
Come, little darling, your eyes are sleep smitten; 
Come to the arms that would rock you to rest. 
S28 how your playmate, the bonnie white kitten, 
Speeder to its mother aud snugs in her breast. . 
Purr—purr—purr—purr— 
Hear how 8he coaxes her kitten to rest. 
List to her lullaby; charged full of slumber 
Is the low song that the pussy cat sings. 
Sleep fairies hear it and flock without number 
Near to my baby on gossamer wings. 
Purr—purr—purr—purr— 
That is the tune that the mother puss sings. 
Come then, my little one, yield and be taken 
Close in the arms that would shelter their own. 
Haste, Jest your playmate, the white kitten, 
waken 
First from its slumber to frolic alone. 
Hush—hnsh—hush—hush— ; 
Sleep in the arms that will shelter their own. 
ELLA WHrELER WILCOX, tn the Independent. 
DESRENA 


What the Little Folks Are Saying. 


The funny things which the little folks 
say at bedtime would doubtless fill a very 
large volume. Here are three bedtime 
queries and remarks which excited much 
‘amusement in their respectiv households: 

Little Ritchie wanted to omit his prayers 
the other evening when his room was 
quite cold. So bis mamma asked him: 
** Don't you want to ask, God to care for 
you through the night?" ** Oh," was the 
naive reply, **you don’t catch God comin’ 
round such a cold night as this!”  . 

Little Marion was told to include the 
petition, ‘‘ And make mea good girl," in 
her evening prayers. ‘‘ What," she cried, 
“ an’ eat up all the crusts? Well, I guess 
not!” 

A little seven-year-older, whose philo- 
sophical mind was bent on allowing its 
little owner to stay up longer than usual, 
asked a question which could not be. 
answered off-hand, It was this: ‘‘Mam- 
ma, what would we hav been if we hadn't 
been anybody?" l 
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Correspondence. 


Norse, Tzx., Feb. 8, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wixow: My papa is not 
faking THE TRUTH SEEKER, bnt my uncle, 
Theo. Colwick, is a subscriber, and he is 
living with us. I love to read tbe Chil- 
dren’s Corner. I havtwenty-four cousins; 
two sisters older than myself and one 
brother younger. Iam ten years old and 
liv on a farm, where we raise wheat, cats, 
millet, corn, and cotton. I help on the 
farm when I am not going to school I 
picked one hundred and fourteen pounds 
of cotton in one day. We did not raise 
much cotton last year on account of a 

drouth. Mavo E. Orson. 


[My, what a lot of cousins! And what a 


dear little worker to pick so much cotton 
in one day.—Ep. C. C.] 


WALLA WALLA, Wasn., Feb. 19, 1894. 
Miss Susan Wrxon: I read the letters of 
the Corner every time I get & chance. 
My papa is & strong Freethinker aud so 
am Í, I go to school every day, snd Iam 
thirteen years old. It is very dull here. 
The Salvation Army has a grand time, 
Two of its members were arrested for 
stealing whisky snd got eleven days in 
jail. After they were released they went 
back into the army shouting, ''Halle 
lujah!” and **Glory to God!" My papa 
would like to become an agent for the 
Freethought work and has written to Tur 
Troma SEEKER. I hav no brothers or 
sisters. I will close, and remain, 
Your little Liberal friend, 
BerTEA MoNTAGUE. 


[Another splendid girl added to our 
Corner list. —Ep. C. C ] 


CanTHAGE, Mo., Feb. 16, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wixon: My pa has taken 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER for several years. I 
like to read the Corner better than any of 
the paper, because it is interesting to hear 
what the children hav to say. I go to 
school, and my teacher is very religious. 
She had a question box in school for a 
while, and I threw in several Bible ques- 
tions, but received no answer; so i an- 
swered them myself, but the teacher 
showed plainly that she did not like them, 
So she abolished the question box. Per- 
haps she thonght we were getting too wise 
because she could not answer the ques- 
tions. She had a party at her house since, 


but she did not invite my brother and 
myself; probably because we do not be- 
lieve in the Bible. The people around 
call us Infidels; but I do not care; I am 
proud of it, Trim F. Rorscs. 


[Your teacher exhibited a very poor 
spirit in not inviting you to her party, and 
for such a reason. Never mind. Be true 
to your convictions and you will be happy, 
though you never attend a party given by 
one so bigoted. You are our own dear, 
brave girl.—Ep. C. C.] 


Port AwaELES, Wasu., Feb. 14, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: We hav three 
churches in this town, but I hav never at- 
tended any of them. My father has taken 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER for ten years and finds 
no other paper equal to it. Iread the 
Children’s Corner, and would much like 
to talk with you. My father publishes. a 
Populist paper here called Zhe People, 
and 8 short time ago he published an arti- 
cle called **Joe's Dream,” which so stirred 
un the Christians that some of them want- 
ed their paper discontinued. The larger 
half of the people in this town are Free- 
thinkers. Your Liberal friend, 
Leo Bonarr. 


{Another brave boy to hold up the cause 
of truth.—Ep. C. C.] ` 


Garneau, Pa.. March 13, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrixon: We hav taken THz 
TRUTH SEEKER for ten years; that is, ever 
since mamma's conversion to Freethought. 
She says it is her Bible, as she gave up the 
Bible for it. 

T hav four brothers, the eldest of whom, 
O. J. Fairchild, is in Bradford, Pa. I am 
the youngest of the family, fourteen years 
of age. We livin a valley, with monntains 
all around -a very pleasant place. Hunt- 
ing and fishing for trout are the sports of 
the young people. I hav the ‘‘Story Hour" 
and wish I had more. If any of the chil- 
dren of the Corner choose to correspond 
with a Pennsylvania mountain girl, I shall 
be happy to answer. Ipa L, FAIROHILO. 


[A good letter for the first one, — Er. 
C. €.] 

: Box», KAN., Feb. 14, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow : We hav had several 
revival meetings here. First the good 
Christians of our valley employed a 
preacher from New York, the Rev. Cart- 
wright. who told us that where he came 
from they called him a Hustler; but as he 
did not succeed in bringing any souls to 
Christ, they concluded they would hold a 
revival conducted by their own preachers. 
For two months they prayed for us and 
warned us of our danger if we did not ac- 
cept Christ, but all in vain. They suc- 
eeeded in converting only four little girls, 
the oldest not fifteen years of age. 

We hav a literary society meeting in our 
schoolhouse once a week, and hav had sev- 
eral interesting debates. One evening the 
question was: ‘‘ Resolved, That the pres- 
ent system of geology and. astronomy as 
taught is incorrect." Only two gentlemen 
Spoke on the affirmativ side, but they were 
in earnest. 'They based their arguments 
on the Bible. Oneof these gentlemen is 
a member of a school board. Think of it, 
Corner friends; & man who believes that 
the earth is flat, and that the sun revolves 
around it, is a member of a: school board ! 
I think that in this enlightened age such a 
man should not hav anything to do with 
School affairs. Your Liberal friend, 

Ervà HEnzLsTROM. 


[The people should see to it that only in- 
telligent and educated persons hav charge 
of the schools.—Ep. C. C.] 


HaNovERTON, O., March 19, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wixox: I venture a few lines 
to the Corner in reference to Mr. William 
Kintner and lady, who reside in this town 
and are endowed with more than ordinary 
powers of mind; both sterling Freethink- 
ers who work for the cause. Mr. Kintner 
is everybody's friend and never aggressiv, 
but when one of the anointed scare-crows 
pieks him up for demolition he is soon 
spiritually moved to drop him. They hav 
lived happily and enjoyed life for all there 
is in it. 

But alas! the diphtheria in its worst form 
visited the town, to which their beautiful 
daughter of twelve years fell a victim. 
She suffered a few days and died. She was 
an ornament to the family circle, and, for 
one of her age, was well advanced in liter- 
ature and Freethought philosophy. ! rec- 
ollect in the long ago you had little Alice 
in the Corner. ` 

But again, a few days later, a bright 
little brother of some ten years was 
attacked with the epidemic; he suffered a 
week, when little Archie was no more. 
This is crushing to the doting parents. I 
would gladly say something comforting for 
them, but can find no word; but we cher- 
ish a hope that their good sense and phi- 
losophy will-carry them safely.over. Their 
loved ones are resting sweetly where 
trouble will never reach them. May the 
flower of fond memory ever bloom over 


| their graves, whose gloom is lost in the 


glory of unsullied virtue unforgotten, ismy 
prayer. J. F, JoHNSON. 


[We sincerely sympathize with our 
friends in the loss of their bright children, 
Alice and Archie. Dear Alice was one of 
our Corner friends. Their vacant places 
can never be filled, and the hearts of all 
who loved them will ache while their 
pleasant ways are remembered. But they 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


ean never suffer again. ‘ There is no more 
pain, sorrow, or grief for them. ^ With 
them allis peace forever.—Ep. C. C.] 


Aron Braon, CAL., Feb. 6, 1894. 

Miss Wixon—Dear Friend: I am going 
to help fill out the Children’s Corner a 
little this week.. I see by the last few 
numbers of the ever-weleome old TRUTH 
SEEKER that there is ''always room for 
one more." That ever-truthful paper has 
been in the family about as long as I hav, 
80 you may know that it is no new friend 
to me. i 

I am one of a large family of free- 
hearted Liberals. Several other members 
hav written to Toa TRUTH SEEKER at 


different times, but this happens to be my. 


first communication. We all try to do 
what we ean in behalf of our glorions 
cause. But unfortunately that is not 
much; indeed, it is really nothing, for 
living as we do, far up in the mountains, 
about ten miles northeast of nowhere, and 
within about twenty miles of a faint glim- 


mer of somewhere, we find that the very 


most we can do is just to think! But I 


hav often thought what & blessing s is. 
n-. 


that we are gifted with Freethought. 
deed, Ido not know what would become 
of us if, like so many of our poor Chris- 
tian friends, our thoughts were perenni- 
ally bound to a church, wrapped upin a 
preacher and inclosed within the iron 
covers of & detestable Bible. 

I hav often heard my little Christian 
friends at school say ‘they did not like Snn- 
day, and wished it would never come; that 
they enjoyed Saturday much better. If 
you asked them the reason, they would 
say, Mamma would not let them play on 
Sunday; they had to go to Sunday school 


J in the morning, and in the afternoon they 


had to stay in-doors and read the Bible. I 
hav really seen parents that were almost 
too pious to allow their children to laugh 
and talk on that sacred day. I should 
think it would be torture to the poor chil- 
dren. I sincerely pity such ignorance! 
It seems to me that when a person has 
grown to a mature age, and still holds 
such preposterous views of religion, they 
must surely hav a limited amount of 
brains. For my partI always look. for- 
ward to Sunday as a very enjoyable day, 
and enjoy it much better than I do Sat- 
urday; for the latter is a day of extra 
work, while it is our custom to do as little 
work and hav as much pleasure as possible 
on Sunday. Ourchief sport is picnicking 
or shelling, when the tide is low, as we liv 
but a short half mile from the ocean. 

In my estimation: we liv in one of the 
prettiest little nooks there is to be found in 
the Rocky mountains; it is a very small 
place, and is completely surrounded by 
lofty mountains. Indeed, if & stranger 
were to drop down from the sky, he would 
think he was in a cage, though not a very 
unpleasant one, judging from the scenery 
around him. I &m afraid if I continue the 
description of my home in this letter, I will 
deprive some of my Liberal friends (who 
hav a firmer hold on the. Corner than I 
hav at the present time) of elbow room, so 
I will close, leaving my best regards to 
yourself and all the Cornerites. 

Yours respectfully, 
Anne M. THURSTON. 


[But Annie hasa firm hold on the Cor- 
ner after this.—Ep. C. C.] 


SOMETHING NEW! 


A Freethought Romance Library. 


WARRANTED TO PLEASE. 


Every Book Full of Freethought Sentiment, 


Nota Dry, Tedious Page Allowed. 


It is pablished monthly at $150 a year; six 


copies, 75Cents; single copy, 15 cents. 


Address THE LIBERAL PUBLISHING CO., 
Et14 Portland, Kansas. 


HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 


BEING 


A Popular Account of the Formatlon and Development 


of the Canon, ; 


By BRONSON D. KEELER. 


Contents: The Hebrew Canon. The New Tes- 
tament. The Early Controversies. The Books at 
First Not Considered Inspired.: Were the Fathers 

uoted ag Boriptare 
@ 


SOUR AN Now Caled gestis 

okB oh are Now ei or. i 

Heretics. e Ohristian Canon. POSETE: 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 750ents. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. — 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
" ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectat Discounts. 


B THIS YOUR SOR, HY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. : 
Price. cloth. $1: paper. 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise. cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands. 


SHORT STORIES. 


Paper, 50 cents. . 


Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 
A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTS: ] 


A Aplendia Judge of a Woman The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain —The Boler House 
Mystery - The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 

Prive, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and. Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 

Preface—The F ction of Fictions—A Day in, Court 
—Throw , in Wi h the City's Dead -An Irre- 
spon ible Edu:at:d Cla:s—The Moral He- 
spe?nsib luy of Woman in -Heredit y— 
Woa anasan Annex -Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in t: Relati ns tò a - 

. Double Standard of Morals— 
Divor. e and the Pro- 
po.ed Nati nal Law 
—Lawsnit ri eg- 
acy—Common 
Sense in 
urgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bibie, 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


IL. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath ig an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 


Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to underie e & 
orusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 


Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents, __ 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
Tice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents, 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, ; 

The Public Schools and the Catholi 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents, : 


Apdress THE TRUTHE SEERFR 
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ROBERT G. 
-INGERSOLL’S 
WORKS. 


——9—— 


S 


Only Authorized Bditions. 
us HF . : t. 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. : 


Comprising Ths Gods, s i ividuali ici i 
Punor anorning Cis ge 8, Hnmboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 


ence, bout Farming in fllinois,3peech Nominating James G 
rant Banquet, A 


SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. A : 
. ontents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made ehe Bie anand Woman, The 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity for a Good Memory, The Garden, he lai. 
Dampness, Bacchns and Babel, aith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
ands void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclnsion. Paper, 50 cents; 
INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE, 


Being Six Interviews with tbe Famons Orator on Six Sermons by th UIS i - 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which i: added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, pte rS 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. A 

BLASPHEMY. V 

Argument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of C. B. Reynolds, at Vorrist «Je isi 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model DH bar Euh 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal ucumer i: unsurpassed, its elo- 
qnence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument should be freel - circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; clota, 50 cents. ^ f 

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? : 
nalyzes the so-cullud gospels or Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John d 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists Presbyterians, Evan Milos deyotes a chapter 
swers the qnestion of the Christisas as to what he proposes instead of Christianity—the relig- 
ionof sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. ; 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. l i ^ 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, t ted repli mini: 
and Colonel Ingersoll's rej oinders to the same. Piper, 95 phe hen od TeDliaa OE Be aters; 


THOMAS PAINE’S VINDICATION. ; 


A Reply to the New York Observe:’s Attack npon the Author-her ion, 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 ceats. e E Dco ofthe sabi eet 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 


A Disenssion between.R. G. I soll, Hon. Frederick R. A - 
Stewart Le Woo dr opi en Rd P nger o! on. Frederic GOondert, and Ex-Governor 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. , Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Donglass. Paper, 10 cents. 
Ee ee TO EURI We aS P 
n the snit o: " . Tel. Co. vs. W. U. .,1886 + 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS, —— 7 7 poi 
: Delivered Before.the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


‘LIFE. 4 Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x18 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 


LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. : . _A LAY SERMON. 
22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Qnestion. Paper, 5 cents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
66 


ce * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


. (A home picture.) 50 vents. x 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 13 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLALRY. Paper, 8 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. ` 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
had admitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined tue church. 
aper, 8 cents, 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
. The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuons applanse from 
beginning to end, which speaks weil for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed. rice, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL QRATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. 
i Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price. 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. 
anthor. Price, 10cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, i 
At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLD'S LECTURES IN ONE YOLUME. : 

CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individnality: Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Chi d; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876 ; What I Know About Farming in Illinois; Speech at Cin- 
cinnatiin 1876, nominating James Q. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of. War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis. Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; Tne Grant Banquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Som: Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Fonr 
Prefacos, which contain some of Mr. Ingersolls wittiest and brightest sayings. 

is volume has tho greatest popularity, is beantifully bonnd in half calf or half morocco, 
mottled edges, 1,357 page., good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. ; 

Testimonial to Walt Whitman. “ Let us put wreaths on the brows of the living.” _An Ad- 
dress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 1890, with or tat of itman. Containing also 
COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS AT 'THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT. 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 80, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. ie M. 

Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome qnarto, containing 3*8 pages. This is. 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literatnre. Its mechanica 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expensv has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty itis. The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and richly tinted, 
the presswork fanltless, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it. 

As to the contents, itis enongh to say that they inclnde all of tne choicest ntterances of 

' the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. : p 
hose who haye not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s ppblished works, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lotty thonght, his matchless elo- 
uence, his wonderful imagery, and his epigrammatic and poeticpower. The collection in- 
cludes all of the “ Tributes ” tha} have become famons in literature—notably those to his brocher 
E. C. Ingeraoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt M. almer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War," Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration. at is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, " Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of intel:ectnal Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innnmerable gems taken hereand there from the orations, speeches, ar. nments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations cf the anthor. 

The Look ig designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
sonvenir. To help it serve this purpose, & fine steel portrait, with antograph fac-simile, has 
been prepared especially for it. Tn the more elegant styles of binding itis eminently snited 

for presentation purposes, for any season, Or occasion. 
Pricrs.—In cloth, beveled boards, gilt ed. es 92 
T: 


In paper cover with likeness of 


; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 


calf, mottled jedges ary style, $4.50; in f ‘key morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, $7.50; 

in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. ) : e 

Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post free, 
on receipt of price. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, New York, 


. È 


Of a certain year and $5 75 for 1853 quarcer doilar. High .t premu ns on sleven huadred varieties 
‘of United States and foreign coins and stamps, als» Confederate money. Inclose stamp for postage ; 
and we will send you free our 16-page Illustrated Catalogue showing what we buy. Do not delay, 
butsend today; keeping onr, eyes open ror may pick np coins and stamps that will bring you e 


large amount of money. NATIONAL COIN GO. 882 Stook Exchange Bnil ing. Boston Mass. 


Just Out.—25 Cents—Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said onoe that he would givą $25 a " 

year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 

of virtue ot he ministers showed how little value Christianity 
Ima make men 

m Tavo jast issued | ihe Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 

The additions for this new edition of the 


€& H 39 

‘£ Crimes of Preachers: 
Shows nearly 400 oases of ministerial oondnot. While those in pre», 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal condnot. Most of the crimes 
are ag t women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the 


nergy, .. 

"Rotwithstandin g the many additional Pages. we have kept thefy 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and oonfonnd the chnrch- 
men. Show them jnst what sort of scamps are the clergy who have - < 

sosed the World's Fair on Snnday, because it is so holy a day that to look npon machinery or 


yaintings in this period is “immoral.” 
- Address. THE TRUTII SEEKER COMPANY 


——— 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK | 


NINE 
SISSE ai 


With the eighth edition ev 
Winwood Reade' s “ Martyre 
dom of Man," the cost o 
production has been tes~ 
sened so that we can reduee 


The book has had a phenomenal] sale for so heretioal a work, second only to Helen Gardener 
“ Men, Women, and Aoda” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of i The 5 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


Isa very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has nndergone 
—its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. ItsLows how War and Religion have been opp 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describés 
intellectual struggle from the anima! period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of whats 
the author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. e ohapters are: 

Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexandri 
WV AR. riein, Oarthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. lud 


RELI GI 0 Pob epus of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets, 


e Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of Mo 
med, Description of Africa. the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


7 Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
Li BERT ; eChurch, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portngnese Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in America. Materials of Human History. 


INTELLECT. perar of Universal ots Tho Parase of the Human Raoa, NUS 


tigion of Reason repeal THE TRUTH SEEKE 
oes uced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address EE 
ne + M 36 Latayetie pinoa, New York, 


IHE KESUKRRKECTIUN UF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Ciri tiun Dogma of Salvation; The Cbristian's Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Ave of a Story Does Not Prove Its Trnth; 


Pil:te's Artemp: to Save the Life of Jesns; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesns; Were the Gnares Hired by he Priests? Pilate's Motive for secreting 


the Bod : Matthew's A. count: f the Resnrrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 
Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan's Theory; Th» Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 
Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resnrrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 
The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Acconnt; St. Paul’s "Conversioa; A Modern 
Example; The Roman Governors and the Hesnrrection Story; The Testimony of 
Contemporaneons Writers; Miracie-Workers; Is the Resnrrection Well Attested? 
Inspiration; Conclnsion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. ~> 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place. New York City. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being & complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
sil in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. — 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went, 
A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy, 25 cente, Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28s 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 14 1894. 


Somncz AND Hesrew Traprrion. By 
ja Thomas H. Huxley. Volume IV. of 

Collected Essays, New York: D. Ap- 
: pleton & Co. Cloth. Price, $1.25. 


The lectures included in this volume of 
the collected essays of the great popular 
teacher of science and fearless protagonist 
of truth are: **On the Method of Zadig” 
[1880] (Lecture at the Working Men’s Col- 
lege); ‘*The Rise and Progress of Palæ- 
ontology " [1881]; *"The Three Hypotheses 
Respecting the History of Nature”; ‘‘ The 
Hypothesis of Evolution—The Neutral 
and the Favorable Evidence”; ‘‘ The De- 
monstrativ Evidence of Evolution” [the 
last three, New York, 1876]; ‘‘The In- 
terpreters of Genesis and the Interpreters 
of Nature” [1885]; Mr. Gladstone and 
Genesis" [1886]; ‘‘The Lights of the 
Church and the Light of Science " [1890]; 
“ Hasisadra's Adventure" [1891]; ** The 
Evolution of Theology—an Anthropolog- 
ical Study " [1886]. 

Professor Huxley has rendered au ines- 
timable service to the cause of human 
advancement by putting the results of 
his scientific studies and critical inves- 
tigations of religious literature into the 
language of the people. His lectures and 
essays hav already had a very large sale, 
and there can be no doubt that they hav 
done much to enlighten the reading world 
of Europe, America, and Australasia, and 
that they will exert a still greater influence 
on the rising generation is equally certain, 
Not merely because he reveals certain 
facts and truths to the searcher, but more 
because he shows the way to find truths 
through the synthesis and analysis of facts, 
is the literary scientist a really efficient 
teacher. It is to the scientific method 
that we are indebted for our knowledge of 
nature, and in the ratio that the masses of 
the people accept and act in accordance 
with this method wili the race leave be- 
hind it its superstitions and barbarities. 

In the volume before us, Professor Hux- 
ley, writing in the preface of the theory of 
creation, which has its root (so far as 
Jews, Christians, and Mohammedans are 
concerned) in the Genesaical narrativ, ob- 
serves: 

** Tt is becoming, if it has not become, 
impossible for men of clear intellect and 
adequate instruction to believe, and it has 
cased, or is ceasing, to be possible for 
such men honestly to say they believe, 
that the universe came into being in the 
fashion described in the first chapter of 
Genesis; or to accept, as a literal truth, 
the story of the making of woman, with 
the account of the catastrophe which fol- 
lowed hard upon it, in the second chapter; 
or to admit that the earth was repeopled 
with terrestrial inhabitants by migration 
from Armenia or Kurdistan, little more 
than four thousand years ago, which is im- 
plied in the eighth chapter; or finally, to 
shape their conduct in accordance with 
the conviction that the world is haunted 
by innumerable demons, who take posses- 
sion of men and may be driven out of 
them by exorcistic adjurations, which 
pervades the gospels. : ^ * The doc- 
trin of biblical infallibility, which in- 
volves these remarkable consequences, was 
widely held by my countrymen within my 
recollection; I hav reason to think that 
many persons of unimpeachable piety, a few 
of learning, and even some of intelligence, 
yet uphold it. But I venture to entertain 
8 doubt whether it can produce any cham- 
pion whose competency and authority 
would be recognized beyond the limita of 
the sect or theological coterie to which he 
belongs. On the contrary, apologetic ef- 
fort, at present, appears to devote itself to 
the end of keeping the name of ‘Inspira- 
tion’ to suggest the divine source, and 
consequent infallibility, of more or less of 
the biblical literature, while carefully 
emptying the term of any definit sense. 
For ‘plenary inspiration’ we are asked to 
substitute a sort of ‘inspiration with lim- 
ited liability,’ the limit being susceptible 
of indefinit fluctuation in correspondence 
with the demands of scientific criticism. 
Where this advances that at once retreats. 

** This Parthian policy is carried out with 
some dexterity; but, like other such ma- 
neuvers in the face of a strong foe, it seems 
likely to end in disaster. It is easy to say, 
and sounds plausible, that the Bible was 
not meant to teach anything but ethics and 
religion, and that its utterances on other 
matters are mere obiter dicta; it is also a 
specious mag estion that inspiration, filter- 
ing through human brains, must undergo 
a kind of fallibility contamination; and 
that this human impurity is responsible 
for any errors, the existence of which has 
to be admitted, however unwillingly. 

** But how does the apologist know what 
the biblical writers intended to teach, and 
what they did not intend to teach? And 
even if their authority is restricted to 
matters of faith and morals, who is pre- 
pared to deny that the story of the fabri- 
cation of Eve, that of the lapse from inno- 

cence effected by a talking snake, that of 
ihe deluge and the demonological legends, 


hav exercised, and still exercise, a pro- t, 


j , Lj found influence on Christian theology and 
JY eU Dubli cati O28. | Christian ethics? The very apologists who 
put forth this plea are never weary of de- 
claring that the divine suthority for the 
moral law is the only safe foundation of 
ethics. 
ant Pentateuchal narrativs prove to be 
utterly unworthy of credit, what pretense 
isthere for accepting other uncorroborated 
stories of a no less improbable character? 
If the writers of the gospels hav taken fic- 
tion for truth, the survivals of pagan 
superstition for religion, in one depart- 
ment of spiritual knowledge, what guar- 
antee hav we for their infallibility in other. 
departments? If the ‘human element’ 
must be admitted to hav already en- 
croached so largely beyond the bounds, 
erstwhile thought to be set by divine su- 
thority, what justification is there for 
imagining that any limit can be set to the 
discovery of further invasions? 


infallibility, by whomsover made, has 
done endless mischief; with impartial ma- 
lignity it has proved a curse, alike to those 
who hav made it and those who hav ac- 
cepted it; and its most baneful shape is 
book infallibility. For sacerdotal corpo- 
rations and schools of philosophy are able, 
under due. compulsion of opinion, to re- 
treat from positions that hav become un- 
tenable; while the dead hand of a book 
sets and stiffens, amidst texts and formula, 
until it becomes & mere petrifaction, fit 
only for that function of stumbling-block 
which it so admirably performs, r 
ever bibliolatry has prevailed, bigotry and 
cruelty hav accompanied it. It lies at the 
root of the deep-seated, sometimes dis- 
guised, but never absent, antagonism of 
all the varieties of ecclesiasticism - to the 
freedom of thought and to the spirit of 
scientific investigation. 
look upon ignorance as one of the chief 
sources of evil; and hold veracity, 
merely in act, but in thought, to be the 
one condition of true progress, whether 
moral or intellectual, it is clear that the 
biblical idol must 
idols. 
or Clerical, it is needful to iterate, with 
more-than Catonic pertinacity, Delenda 
est." 


o8 
the decline, and the fall of those specula- 
tions respecting the existence, the powers, 
and the dispositions of beings analogous 
to ge but more or less devoid of corpo- 
rea 
clude 
phenomena the study of which legitimately 
falls within the province of the anthro- 
pologist. * * > 


which are to be believed, or at any rate 
repeated, under penalty of present or 
future punishment, or as a storehouse of 
anesthetics for those who find the pains of 
life too hard to bear, I hav nothing to do; 
and, so far as it may be possible, I shali 
avoid the expression of any opinion as to 
the objectiv truth or falsehood of the sys- 
tems of theological speculation of which I 
may find occasion to speak. From my 
present point of view, theology is regarded 
asa natural product of the operations of 
the human mind, under the conditions of 
its existence, just as any other branch of 
sciénce, or the arts, or architecture, or 
music, or painting are such products. 
Like them, theology 

them also, it is to be 


What is 


‘simple and rudimentary forms; and these 
‘ean be connected by a multitude of grada- 
‘tions which exist or’ hay existed among 
| people of various ages and races, with the 
most highly developed theologies of past 
and present times.” 

Referring to the horrible doctrins and 
persecutions of the Middle Ages, Professor 
Huxley says in the above osaa 

‘ The greatest men of the Middle Ages 
are unable to escape the infection. Dante’s 
‘Inferno’ would be revolting if it were 
not so often sublime, so often exquisitly 
tender. The hideous pictures which cover 
a vast space on the south wall of the Campo 
Santo of Pisa CT. information as terri- 
ble as itis indisputable, of the theological 
conceptions of Dante's countrymen in the 
fourteenth century, whose eyes were ad- 
dressed by the painters of those digusting 
scenes, and whose approbation they knew 
how to win. A candid Mexican of the 
time of Cortez, could he hav seen thia 
Christian burial-place, would hav taken it 
for an appropriately adorned Teocalli. 
The professed disciple of the god of justice 
and of mercy might there gloat over the 
sufferings of his fellowmen depicted as 
undergoing every extremity of atrocious 
and sanguinary torture to all eternity, for 
theological errors no less than for moral 
delinquencies; while, in the central figure 
of Satan, occupied in champing up souls 
in his capacious and well-toothed jaws, to 
void them again for the purpose of under- 
going fresh suffering, we hav the counter- 
part of the strange Polynesian and Egyp- 
tiau dogma that there were certain gods 
who employed themselvs in devouring the 
ghostly flesh of the spirits of the dead. 
But in justice to the. Polynesians, it must 
be recollected that, after three such opera- 
tions, they thought the soul was purified 
and happy. In the view of the Christian 
theologian the operation was only a prep- 
aration for new tortures continued for 
ever and aye.” 

The last paragraph in the essay on the 
Evolution of Theology is as follows: 

“It is my conviction that, with the 
spread of true scientific culture, whatever 
may be the medium, historical, philolog- 
ical, philosophical, or physical, through 
i which that culture is conveyed, and with 
The essay on the ‘‘Evolution of Theol- | its necessary concomitant, a constant ele- 
opens with these paragraphs: vation of the standard of veracity, the end 
conceive that the origin, the growth, | of:the evolution of theology will be like its 
beginning—it will cease to hav any rela- 
tion to ethics, I suppose that, so long as 
the human mind exists, it will not escape 
its deep-seated instinct to personify its 
intellectnal conceptions. The science of 
thé present day is as full of this particular 
form of intellectual shadow-worship as is 
the nescience of ignorant ages. The dif- 
ference is that the philosopher who is 
worthy of the name knows that his person- 
ified hypotheses, such as law, and force, 
and ether, and the like, are merely useful 
symbols, while the ignorant and the care- 
less take them for adequate expressions of 
reality. So it may be that the majority 
of mankind may find the practice of mo- 
rality made easier by the use of theologi- 
cal symbols. And unless these are con- 
verted from symbols into idols, Ido not 
see that science has anything to say to the 
practice, except to giv an occasional warn- 
ing of its dangers. But, when such sym- 
-bols are dealt with as real existences, I 
‘think the highest duty which is laid upon 
‘men of science is to show that these dog- 
matic idols hav no greater value than the 
fabrications of men’s hands, the stocks and 
the stones, which they hav replaced.” 


But if several of the most import- 


“The truth is that the pretension to 


Wher- 


For those who 


not 


o the way of all other 
Of infallibility, in all shapes, lay 


ualities, which may be broadly in- 
under the head of theology, are 


‘* With theology as a code of dogmas 


has a history. Like 
met with in certain 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H, WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 
Right Liying, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
orality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautitul Charity, : 
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Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 

As with the physical, so with the ethical. A belter, as yet Niful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissgluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
SnévotaDte QestinY, a vi which aC eh not.—Herbert Spencer. 

ng ts an Art, a me expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Stor fing. d i . , 
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Curistmas is over. As Sidney Smith 
says, ‘The ordinances of the church are 
tolerably well kept up—the rich keep the 
feasts and the poor keep the fasts.” 


‘t My fren’s,” said Brother Gardner of 
the Limekiln Club when the routine busi- 
ness of the meeting had been disposed of, 
“I heard Brudder Bebee sayin’ to Shindig 
Watkins de odder night dat he should de- 
pend upon Providence to git frew de win- 
ter. I also heard Brudder Shin sayin’ to 
Givadam Jones dat his rent was behind, 
but Providence would step in sumwhar, 
I wan’ to say a few words to yo'on dis 
matter of Providence. I used to figger a 
heap on Providence helpin’ me out, but de 
night I dun left my hen-house dosh un- 
locked an’ went to bed dependin’ on Provi- 
dence to stand guard I made sich a mis- 
take dat I hain’t got ober feelin’ mad 
yet. Doorin’ dat dark and tremulous 
night a.cull’d pusson jumped my fence an’ 
entered dat hen-house an’ removed fo’teen 
of de nicest chickens in all dis stait. If 
Providence was round dar anywhar, she 
probably helped put dem chickens in de 

ag. 

“I knowed a pusson about three y’ars 
ago who owned & mew], an’ one night dat 
méwl was taken sick. I was called on, an’ 
I saw it was a case of colic an’ recom- 
mended de usual remedy. De owner of 
dat mewl concluded to depend upon Prov- 
idence instead, and when he riz up next 
mawnin’ he had a cold corpse on his 
hands. Dat same pusson cuta hole in de 
roof of his kitchen an’ run a stovepipe 
frew it widout any safeguard. One day 
when he was awav from home dependin’ 
on Providence to see to dat stovepipe, his 
house caught fire au’ was dun burned to 
de ground. 

“Dar am a sartin member of dis club, 
an’ his name am Sundown White, who 
used to depend on Providence to even fur- 
nish him codfish fur breakfast. He 
spected Providence to hunt him up a job, 
doctor his family, buy shoes fur his 
chillen, an’ pay his house rent, an even 
when dey war gwine to send him to de 
porehouse he hung to Providence. I is 
happy to say dat I is de pusson who opened 
his eyes at last. Hecum ober to my cabin 
to borrow $2. He depended on Provi- 
dence to open my heart, but got sadly left. 
Den he got mad an’ depended on Provi- 
dence to help him lick me, but I peeled off 
my coat an’ giv him sich a thrashin dat he 
wuz in bed fur two weeks. When he got 
out he giv Providence de cold shake, an’ 
to-day he am well fixed an’ gettin’ along 
all right. 

“Dar am sartin members of this club 
who reckin dey kin sit on de fence all sum- 
mer sn’ be sartin dat Providence will fur- 
nish'em wid taters an'bacon frew de win- 
ter. "Long about Jinuary dey'll be mighty 
glad to fillup de vacuum wid stewed pump- 
kin. If Providence was ever in de provis- 
ion bizness, She went out of it long ago. 
Dar was & time in my life when I let de 
winter woodpile go and depended on Prov- 
idence to keep de ole cook stove red hot. 
Arter my dog had friz to death, de ole 
woman lost her big toes, an’ I had got a 
crop of chilblains to last me de rest of my 
nachel life, I cum to de conclushun dat 
Providence wasn't in de woodyard bizness. 
It’s all right if yo’ am gwine to ride on a 
railroad to lean on.Providence, though 
she doan’ seem to get further west dan 
Buffalo, but when yo’ figger dat she am 
gwine to put a $15 overcoat on yo’r back 
as & Christmas present yo’ will git badly 
mistook. 

** Our own experience right here in Par- 
adise Hall proves de troof of what I say. 
On one occasion I left seven dollars in de 
safe an’ forgot to set de b’ar-trap on de 
sta’rs. I went home, dependin on Provi- 
dence, but "long about midnight I got on- 
easy an’ cum down an’ sot de traps an’ 
changed de combinashun from ‘reptil’ to 
‘kangaroo.’ I friz my heel a-goin’ home, 
but what did de next day reveal? In 
one of dose b’ar-traps was a big toe from 
8 human foot. An evil-minded person 
had got into dis hall to rob us. After 
borin’ sebenteen holes in our safe wid an 
auger, he had started down sta’rs to find a 


| bag to put de money in, an’ de trap had 


cotched him. He didn’t depend on no 
Providence to open dat trap, but jes’ pulled 
away till he pulled his toe off and den 
skated away. - 

‘*Dar am a pusson right yere befo’ me 
to-night who borrowed $3 of me last 
spring an’ am dependin’ on Providence to 
pay me back. Tze waited to see if she'd : 
doit, but she hasn't, I'ze gwine to wait 
one mo' week, an' den if dat money hain't 
handed over. I’ze gwine to p'ove to dat 
pusson dat Providence neither borrows 
nor lends, an' she hain't got no use for 
lazy folks or liars, If he dodges me ina 
dark alley he may figger dat Providence 
sided him, but he'll be wrong. It'll be 
on account of dat squint in my right eye, 
an’ I'll trail him down by daylight! We 
wil now break up de meetin’ an’ depend 
on Providence to keep de trolley kyars on 
de track till we git home,"—. Quad, 
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Goms of Shought. 


Soorety grinds its ax on charity.— 
. Katherine Mabley Corbett. 


THERE is one light in every village—the 
schoolmaster; and one extinguisher—the 
priest.— Victor Hugo. Í ; 


Neagty every work of genius was burned 
by the common hangman, up to the Refor- 
mation, and many since—not to mention 
the grand works of art piously destroyed 
by the Puritans.—Moncure D. Conway. 


SELF-EARNED pleasures are seldom im- 
moderate. When hardship is an incident 
of acquisition, prudence is probably an in- 
cident in expenditure. In this way, dili- 
gence is a brake on indulgence.—A. M. 
Lorentz. 


- Waar a man does, that he has. What 
has he to do with hope or fear? im- 
self is his might. Let him regard no good 
as solid but that which is in his nature and 


: . which must grow out of him as long as he 


exists. — Emerson. 
. Worx, brothers mine, work hand and 


brain; 
We'll win the Golden Age again. 
And Love's Millennial morn shall rise 
In happy hearts and blessed eyes. - 
Hurrah! hurrah! true knights are we 
In labor’s lordlier chivalry, 
E — Gerald Massey. 


Ir was a battle between an old and a new 
philosophy. And the old was Christianity 
in all ita forms. The greatest criminal 
against mankind had been he who had 
pretended to love it most. His creed of 
self-sacrifice: It had produced those who 
renounce—the misery that was now 
clamoring for deliverance. 
in every shape! -John Henry Mackay. 


Ir was said by Emerson that Burns 


made a mere provincial dialect classic. | . 


He did more than that; he glorified by his 
pathos and humor, not only the dialect 
of Scotland, but the very weeds in her 


valleys, the heather on her banks and’ 


braes, the homely fare and hodden gray 
of her peasantry, yea, the very rags of her 
poverty.. He made all of them classic as 
the majestic imagery of Milton. 
poured his soul in love and benediction 
upon his country in such exuberant flood 
that before the end of the eighteenth 
century it had overflowed the British 
Islands, and now Covers the world.—M. 
M. Trumbull, 


Tue old-time artists thought they served 
humanity by painting saints and madonnas 
and angels from the myths they conjured 
in their brains. They painted war with 
long lines of soldiers dressed in new uni- 
forms, and looking plump and gay, and a 
battle scene was always drawn from the 
side of the victorious camp, with the 
ensign planting his colors on the ramparts 
of the foe. One or two were dying, but 
always in their Comrades’ arms and listen- 
ing to shouts of victory that filled the air, 
and thinking of the righteous cause for 
which they fought and died. In the last 
moments they dreamed of pleasant burial- 
yards at home, and of à grave kept green 

y loving, grateful friends, and a smile of 
joy lit up their fading faces, so sweet that 
it seemed a hardship not to die in war. 

"They painted peace as a white-winged 
dove settling down upon a Cold and **' fare- 
‘well” earth. Between the two it was 
plain which choice a boy would make, and 
‘thus art served the state and king. But. 
Verestchagin painted war so true to life 
that as we look upon the scene we long for 
peace. He painted war us war has ever 
been and ever wil be—a horrible and 
ghastly scene, where men, drunk with 
blind frenzy—which rulers say is patriotic 
pride—and made mad by drums and fifes 
and smoke and shot and shell and flowing 
blood, seek to maim and wound and kill, 
because a ruler givs the word. He paints 
a battlefield a field of life and death, & 
field of carnage and of blood. And who 
are these who fight like fiends and devils 
driven to despair? And what cause is this 
that makes these men forget that they are 
men and vie with beasts to show their 
cruel thirst for blood? They shout of 
home and nativ land; but they hav no 
homes, and the owners of their nativ land 
exist upon their toil and blood. The 
nobles and princes, for whom this fight is 
waged, are sitting far away upon a hill, 
beyond the reach of shot and shell; and 
from this spot they watch their slaves pour 
out. their blood to satisfy their rulers’ 
pride and lust of power. And what is the 
enemy they fight? Men, like themselvs, 
who blindly go to death at another king’s 
Command; slaves who hav no land, who 
freely giv their toil or blood—whichever 
one their rulers may demand. These 
fighting soldiers hav no cause for strife, 
but their rulers liv by kindling in their 
hearts a love of nativ land—a love which 
makes them hate their brother laborers of 
other lands, and dumbly march to death, 
to satisfy a kings caprice.—C. S. Darrow. 
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Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
y Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard.A. 
bino oo so 200000 cccnscccscces oqcccscrcccecs 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
Hart.......... fyt ye detec eececcccscoeen 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged...................... 80 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
msburg...... ....- esee per tt 10 
Issues oF 1898.—4$3. 
Thomas Paine "indicated. Col. Robert 
G.Ingersoll.............. crece eene 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
. mànn........... feme iemtMx$iee. 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. a 
: ngs.......-..-.- 
Resurrection of Jesus 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.B. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam............. 25 
Design Árgument Fallacies. By Editor of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER............. ee. 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsburg........... seesasenties 50 
Pen Pictures of. The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. Dam........-.-eenenee 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasuro gnd Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 5b 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein............ 10 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson ..... ........ 25 
Bister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent.......... aiea 8.0185 oosit 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
WiXOD........ ee ssessposiesscsieseen 10 
Issuzs or 1894.— $3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 


Self-Contradiction - of the Bible. W. H. Burr 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | ` 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. : 

Bingle numbers sold at prices quoted 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
Astronomical and Astroiogic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE BEAD 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 
Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTH BERKER. 


THE GIA NT DELUSION. 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastriauism, aud the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Edttton. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


ers. 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianlsm; thirteen 

chapters. ` 
Part HI —Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


apters. 
Part IV. Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Press Notices. 


The style is forcible and terse. the reasoning 
good, and as the facts up m which the argument 
is based are large:y Christian, our theological 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack if they 
att:mpt to answer them — Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— Tne Freethinker, London. 

Is a mort valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture at the nineteenth century.—FProgressive 

nker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York am 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natures A Contribution 

mto the Religion of the Future. Cloth, 81. | | 

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Ohristian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth $t 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Oloth, $1. 

Household me es for the Prevalent 

sorders of the Human Organism. | Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 

the Outdoor study of Natural History. Ilus- 
r. 


trated by H. Faber. 
rated "Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Wettstein's : Repair : Department. 


BEREA, Onto. 
Orro WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.. Bro. Material- 
tst: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just three and a half 
days from the time it left this station. 

t was put into A No.1 shape and is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 
I have other work in your line to be done. you 
shall have it. A. E. SMITER. 


sss» 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. I have personall 
managed my repair department for 34 years an 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishmen 
until in perfect order and closely regulated, 


PRICE LIST, 
Cleaning. $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or thre 


$1 jobs at $2.50. i 
l work warranted one year. Liberal dis- 


counts to agents. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBDRAL JBÐBWBLBR. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 
he Freethought Badge. 


DESIGNE ROF fois Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 
Otto Wettstein Watch. 


Send for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 
Mention Taz TRUTER SEEKER. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


orf ELLO 


renim Vnrico- 

cele, Mentatand Physica! Debility 

and who are desirous of being cured, & 

H booklet will be sent to their address for 

ten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 

giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 

T: p plaints, and a description of the r's 

mportant medical discovery—an Out. 

ward Application—a positive cure—the Only rem. 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo 
cess, 


Address, pg, Re p. FELLOWS, 

587 where you saw this adver Vineland, N J. 
IW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and J trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patto aage and not waste their 
time and money on Ohristian doctors.—Dr. Fele 


us 
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1 MACDONALD. 


Hae- THUMBSCREW AND RACK 


10 Cts 
PER COPY 


12 COPIES 
| $1.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 


‘she Hol, anquisition, 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
&nanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack.the Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks, 
the H^retio O.tcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten. a Trou th- pear (gag), ron Masks recommended 
by the Iuquisition, Breaking and Burning on the Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider. the Iron Virgiu Up to Date the Execution Bell. etc. i 
* [used to readin books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, ' how our fathers persecuted mankind Bat I 
never appreciated it. Crea lib, bat it did not burn itself into my soul. I did not realiy apprec.ate 
His pater tbat haxe been committed in the name of religion until Isaw the iron atsuments ths 
ristians used. : 
| Price, 10 Cents per Copy. = - 12 Copies for $1.00 
BUX A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND KOAT Ut THEM AMONG YOUR OHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS. 
Address THE , RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE DYNAMIC THEORY OF LIFE AND MIND: 


An attempt to show that all Organic Beings are both Con- 
structed and Operated by the Dynamic Agencies 
of their respective Environments. 


aad 


By JAMES B. ALEXANDER. 


Over 400 illustrations. 87 chapters, 1,067 pages. and a 3-column index of 11 pages. 
Price, express prepald bv.us, only $2.75. ; 


This work endeavors to embrace the field covered by thousands of books, such as those of the 
* Humboldt Library of Science,” the " International Scientific Series,” etc., by bringing together, in 
simple and direct form, with proper:correspondence between them, all of the known factors con- 
tributing toward the origin and evolution of organic beings. . 


THEN READ A OHAPTER OR VERSE DAILY FROM THIS BIBLE OF 
SCIENCE! 


It is entertaining as well as enlightening, and will lead you to" worth-ship" ipy-natusé 
—f. e., appreciate the worth of the Universal Mother. p" (worship) 


You must own this book some day: why not NOW? 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 Lafavette Place. New York 


HAND-BOOK 


Do you wisn to be well informed? 


FREETHOUGHT, 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form & 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
P trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
i to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

g oe of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Paine’s "Age of Reason,” it enables somody in every age to ‘corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianit; Price, 
oth, $1; paper, 60 cents. Address KER. 


and Freethought 
HE TRUTH SÉE 


i 
i 


ByGEO.E | Deutiche Hreidenker-Bitcher. 


Wir haben folgende Bitdher in 
beutjdjer Sprache, welche fer berühmt find : 


,, Die Srrtfümer Mofes, 
Eine friti{che Beleuchtung des Dentatend) im 
Sicht ber modernen Weltan: 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
pon Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Kirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. - 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gitterdimmernng, ^ 
von Col. 9t, ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 26 Cents. 


p Wunder und Wunderthiter,“¢ 
von John Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glaube und Sermmit,^ 
oer LE BON SENS, 
des rdmifch-Fatolifden Driefters Jean Meslier, 
Aus bem franzöfifhen lüberfet von 
Fraulein Wana Knoop. 
501 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umidhlag und 
. Harem Druck. Unfere deutfhen Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man abreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Darwin and Alter Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcs J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fexsed naturalists A 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fuglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his ,conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

"Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those ot beauty, everywhere through- 
nut organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any indepéndgs evidence of 

upernatural design. |. “Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
Ali nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 

is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


a God? 
ustrated. 
Ad 


loth, #2. 
clon TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 
dress, 


ME WONDER CABINET FREE, Pack Trick 
„4 ] Cards, 2 Magic Keys, Devil's Bottle, Pocket 
7] Camera. Latest Wire Puzale, Book of Sleightof 
Hand, Total Value 60c. Sent free with immense 
catalogue of 1000 Bargains for 10c, for postage. 
INGERSOLL & BRO., 65 Cortlandt Btreet N. Y. 


JY ews of € 


e Yook. 
Dr. Brown-Sequarp died in, Parison 
April 2d. 
‘Tae House failed to pass the seigniorage 
bill over President Cleveland’s veto. ` 


PRENDERGAST, Carter Harrison’s insane 
assassin, has been respited to July 2d. 


A BL looking to home rule for Scot- 
land has been introduced in the House of 
Commons. . í 


Tue death of President Bermudez, of 
Peru, precipitated upon that unhappy 
country the triple woe of two presidents 
and one dictator. . 


PROFESSOR WILLIAM ROBERTSON SMITH, 
librarian of the University of Cambridge, 
and one of the most learned orientalistg 
of the age, died March 81st. 


Ture is trouble in the Indian Territory 
between the Cheyennes and the white 
settlers. Several killed. 'The whites ap- 
pear to hav been the aggressors. 


GOVERNOR TILLMAN, of South Carolina, 
has withdrawn the troops from Darlington 
and Florence, and assumed command of 
all the municipal police in the state. 


Porsu laborers in Buffalo mobbed the 
employees of the Barber Asphalt Company 
when a new street-grading machine was 
put to work. The machine was also badly 
damaged. : 


Tar Republicans carried Rhode Island 
by a majority of some six thousand, 
insuring the election of a Republican to 
succeed United States Senator Dixon, 
Democrat. 


COMMANDER HYERMAN, of the Kearsarge, 
lost on Roncador reef, has been found 
guilty of negligence and inefficiency, by 
the court-martial sitting on his case and 
that of Lieutenant Lyman. 


Tur grand jury of the District of Oo- 
lumbia has brought in a new indictment 
for manslaughter against Col. F. O. Ains- 
worth in the matter of the Ford's Theater 
disaster in Washington last year. 


Tur Democratic members óf the House 
of Representativs hav called a caucus to 
eonsider the advisability of & compromise 
for the repeal of the.state bank tax. This 
would be a move in the direction of free 
banking. 


A FaENOH engineer has discovered an 
immense cave in the district of Guerrero, 
Mexico. He explored it for fifteen miles, 
and in one place found the petrified bodies 
of four hundred indians, with idols and 
stone implements. 


Tue House of Representativs has un- 
seated Charles F. Joy, of Missouri, Re- 
publiean, putting in his place John J. 
O'Neill, Democrat. ^ Hilborn, of Oali- 
fornia, Republican, has also been sup- 
planted, by English, Democrat. 


Very bad riots in the Connellsville coal 
region in Pennsylvania last week. The 
Hungarians were wild and much property 
was destroyed and a number of lives sacri- 
ficed, including that of Ohief-Kngineer 
Paddock of the H. O. Frick Coke Qo. 


A FIERCE battle is reported to hav taken 
place in the kingdom of Bornu, in the 
Central Soudan, between an invading 
army, 80,000 strong, and the troops of the 
Sultan of Bornu. Losses heavy, includ- 
ing the- Sultan and Rabah, the leader of 
the invaders. 


Ix Chicago, Kansas City, and other 
towns in the middle states, serious riots 
occurred on the day municipal elections 
were held. Several lives were lost. Bad 
blood engendered by the Ostholic and 
A. P. A. antagonism had much to do with 
the disturbances. 3 


On April 4th a bomb was exploded in 
the restaurant Foyot, opposit the Senate 
chamber, in Paris. Several persons were 
injured, including a Communist - An- 
archist poet, Laurent Tailhade, who had 
applauded the act of Vaillant He has lost 
an eye and his old opinions. 


AT Omaha on April 5th United States 
Judge Caldwell decided that JudgeDundy’s 
order cutting down the wages of the Union 
Pacific employees and enjoining them from 
striking was not good law, and that the 
receivers had broken the contract with the 
labor unions. The decision is a great vic- 
tory for the employees. A decision of an 
opposit character was rendered by United 
States Judge Jenkins at Milwaukee on 
April 6th. He explained and reaffirmed his 
former injunction restraining the em- 
ployees of the Northern Pacific from strik- 
ing. He holds that a court of equity must 
restrain threatened trespass involving the 


j| immediate or ultimate destruction of 


property, working irreparable injury, and 
for which there would be no adequate com- 
pensation at law. The jurisdiction is be- 
yond question; is plenary and compre- 
hensiv, 
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WHO WILL PROTECT THEM? 


Conumera: “ Really, I think we are in as much danger from the schemes of our fool friends as from our secret foes !” 


POPULAR EDITIONS 
OF 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


CONWAY’S EDITION 
OF . 


THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGIOALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ** The Life of Thomas Paine,” ** Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” eto. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's « Life of 
Paine” Price per Volume, $2.50. 


RRADRARR ANDI 


AGE OF REALON, Tap: 256. 5 
6 copies for $1; cloth. 50c. 
AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 
APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
E ito), By J.E Remsborg. 
Portrait. Pap. .; olo., 750. 
COMMON SENSE. (1716.) 150. 
CRISIS. Written During Am. 
Revolntion  Pav.,400.; Clo., 750. 
GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800pp.; 
clo. $3; leather, 84; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
LIFE OF. By O. Blanchard. 
Pap , 400.2 clo., with portrait, 60e. 
LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Franco, and England, 
anda Sketch by William Cubbett, 
The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 
LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 50e. 
LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 
LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 
POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10e 


POLITICAL WORKS: *'Com- 
mon Bense,"" Crisis,” “ Rights of 


Man” $1,50. 
RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Bares Aue HE Bor- 
 TESTUNONTALS TO HIS MER- 
mp. by Moreau. 100, 


i TS. Co 
THEOLOGICAL WORKS: “ 
É - of Reason," " Examination of the 
C dimid OS fred gio in ite of 
di deus INDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York, io "uiis 


An edition of oue hundred and fifty numbered copies’ bound in half leather, gilt 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of *' The Writings of Washington," ‘‘The 
Writings of Jefferson,” etc. Price, per volume, $4. 

... For the general reader the $8 edition of Paine's works is snfficient, as it contains all of his 
writings npon which his fame snbatantially rests. But for those who desire to go deeper into the 
-nbject of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly commend the “ Life of Paine” by Mr. 
Conway, and this edition of Paine’s works edited by him | It is the fnllest that we are likely to have, 
and the stndent of history, and particularly the writer, shonld have it npon his shelves, 

The work will consist of fonr volnmes, and will be arranged chronologically. The cause of 
America, ag Paine said, made him an author, and the first volnme will cover the period of the 
Americaa Revolntion, beginning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with Paine’s anti- 
lavery essay, and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the Pennsylvania Magazine; 
soese being followed by the great revolutionary. political, ana controversial pamphlets which made 
»nch a profound impression on the country. DI 

The secon’ volume will consist main.y of the*' Rights of Man," and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish politics, bnt will also contain certain papers on French affairs. ee 

The third and fourth volnmes will consist mainly of Paine’s religions writings, bnt will also 
contain some essays relating: to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 
given Paine’s poems. k , 

The first volnme is now ready for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
whole set will be taken and filled as the volumes appear, or the volnmes oan be purchased sepa- 
rately. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Bible Inquirer, 
A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION, 


C^NTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With Ref. to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
eepuires’ duclndin Questions Answered Adirmatively and Negatively by Qnotations from the 
Jible, Aleo, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, $8 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the. Civilized World for 


the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race 
It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, dud Political 


Movement. 
hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“ Four Hundred Years of Freethought" will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be. More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to- day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest, Men. 
In One Harmonious and Magnific.nt Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION. 


from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, . a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially i in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 

mæ The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Woman's Emancipation. 


Philosophy.| Science; | Education and Literature. Government and Polities. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Evhies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Oastelar. Mary Wollstonecraft, ` 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. ‘French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia. Mott 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L . Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. . Burns. Emerson. | Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. O wen. Shelley. ` Heine. | Mazzinni, Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham Bakounine. | Elizabeth Oady Stanton. 
Biichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
& Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. . 
l Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular An Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, tho Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


geome E. Macdonald, Capt. R. O. Adams, Susan H. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 


J. P. Mendum, Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr. BS Mrs. Charles Watts, 
D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E.H Heywood, Mrs. M. A, Freeman, 
Puaar Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. ‘Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, . Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. - 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, . » 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest. 


possible moment. 


The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press . 


will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 
This book will contain - . 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits, 
Yt will be elegantly bound. It wiilbe a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public. and no Hesetunker 


can cane to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
v. :.. Address orders to HE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, Nem Xe. 


It wil show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what: 
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FREE 
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We have made arrangements with 


-| Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 


to make our friends a most generous 


offer. 


We need more subscribers to Tax 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good ali 
around. This is the offer: 

Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($i2 in 
all) and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of *FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 

And further, to aid our friends in 


getting this book for hemnelven m We 
will offer 


79; the New Subscribers as à 
Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
^ By WAISON HESTON,. 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF TIS KIND s 


CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With. these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
seribers. - : 


- Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 

mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old Testament 
Stories Comically lilustrated,'" or W, S. Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Gloth—all free 
hy post or express, 
” "This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tus Trura SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


;. We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

‘Those who get up these Clubs will 


‘receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 


Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en. 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 
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Fundamental Principles vs. Weather Vanes. 


Those who assume to instruct their fellow-men 
and to guide them into right courses of moral, 
economic, or political action cannot be too careful 
in their teaching. They should be solicitous to 
possess themselvs of the facts in regard to any as- 
serted reform movement, and should strive to thor- 
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= movement mean in what they say. Neither can 
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|the alleged reform, with the intention of shaping 
their own course by the rush of the emotional mul- 
titude. They shouldfind out the real values attach- 
ing to party catchwords, declarations, and plat- 
forms. It must never be forgotten that most plat- 
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for it is quite probable that if you assume without 
investigation that he means what you understand the 
words to express you will be undeceived at your 
own cost. Such experiences are always awkward, 
quite often disastrous, and not infrequently irreme- 
diable. i 
' Never is caution in the acceptance of party pro- 
nunciamentos more necessary than when those pro- 
nunciamentos are issued by religious or semi- 
religious organizations. The  Freethinker who 
takes these people at their own appraisement is 
“left,” to use the slang of the period. It is well- 
known, to illustrate, that the National Reform As- 
sociation, which is trying to Christianize our Con- 
stitution, is, if we may believe the asseverations of 
its representativs, opposed to the union of church 
and state. So with the American Sabbath Union 
and the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
auxiliaries of the first-named association. And all 
these people stoutly assert that they are in favor of 
a purely “unsectarian” public school system, when 
we all know that they are determined to keep the 
Bible and continue’ religious services in those 
schools. The least analytical Freethinker will see at 
once that these Protestant Christians use the word 
“unsectarian” in a sense totally different from that 
in which he employs it. 
What is true in these particulars of the societies 
already named is equally true of the American Pro- 
tectiv Association, the Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics, and similar bodies. This we 
hav shown in the reply to Mr. Wessels in the de- 
partment of “ Letters from Friends,” and our artist 
reinforces our position with his capital cartoon on 
the first page. Mr. Heston’s picture is based upon 
an editorial utterance in the first number of a new 
paper called the American Standard and. pub- 
lished at Indianapolis, Indiana. Its editor is Wal- 
ter Sims, one of the most popular lecturers in fur- 
therance of the principles of the American Pro- 
tectiv Association, and, judging from his writings 
and the reports of his lectures, a gentleman of ex- 
tended information and considerable argumentativ 
ability. Those. who are accustomed to take the 
promises of Christian reformers at their face value 
will be much pleased with what Professor Sims says 
in his “Salutation.” He tells us that the Ameri- 
can Standard will 
“ be the relentless foe of any or all who seek to model the 
Constitution after the principles of their particular relig- 
ious belief, to the injury and injustice of others. There is 
possibly no question of more vital importance, looking 
toward the maintenance of American liberty, than that of 
the free, non-sectarian public school system. Without this 
system the principles of American birth equality, as pro- 
claimed in the Declaration of Independence, are made 
yoid. The Standard is, therefore, pledged to the people 
to maintain the principles of such non-sectarian education 
aa will prepare the rising generation for the solemn re- 
sponsibilities connected with republican institutions of 
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year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will ‘send Tux "Taurz Seeker one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
-picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. — 

For $5 we will usd Tux Turn SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz TaurH SEKER one 
year’ ($3) and James B. Alexander’s “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one. who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4:50 we will send Tux Tavra SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tux TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock’ 
in boards ($2). - l 

For $4 we will send Tux Trurn SEEKER one year 


($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

 "Thisis a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
' which every Libera! desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present. ‘readers. will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


self-government, 
schools by the civil authority, and the establishment only. 
in them of such religious recognition as is common and 
acceptable to all the people.” 
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* Bravo!" exclaims the Liberal, “that is sound. 


doctrin, and I guess the American Protective Asso- 
ciation is all right. 
has a false note; but yet, as Mr. Sims wants only 
such ‘religious recognition’ in the schools ‘as is 
common and acceptable to all the people,’ he must 
mean that he wants vo religious instruction therein, 
for there is no religion which is common and accept- 


To be sure, that last sentence’ 


able to all the people He simply took that 
method of saying that he wanted a purely secular 
school.” And then ‘our good-natured Liberal 
glances down the column and reads Editor Sims’s 
closing words: “It [the Standard] will stand by 
one flag, one citizenship, of single allegiance, the 
Constitution, and non-sectarian education,” and he 
opens his arms and takes the dear, good man to his 
heart. 

But there is something more in that “ Salutation,” 
and that something more immediately follows the . 
talk about the “religious recognition that is com. 
mon and acceptable to all the people," and it reads 
as follows: 

‘Since the Supreme Court has so far interpreted our 
Constitution as to recognize that these United States are 
a Obristian nation, we shall advocate an open Bible in 
the public schools, it being the foundation of a common 
Christianity, such aa our Constitution recognizes.” 

There you hav it at last, without disguise, with- 
out equivocation. That is the “non-sectarian” 
education of the American Protectiv Association 
and it is the same kind of non-sectarianism as that 
advocated by the theocrats of the National Reform 
Association and the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union. And do not fail to note that the “non- 
sectarian education” which goes with “an open 
Bible in the public schools” is the “religious recog- 
nition ” which, in the words of Professor Sims, is 
“common and acceptable to all the people.” Js it 
common and acceptable to all the people? As- 
suredly it is not. Does Professor Sims himself be- 
lieve that it is? We do not wish to answer the last. 
question, for we do not care to appear discourteous, 
but we will ask him three more questions. They 
are these: Does he believe that the Protestant 
Bible in the schools would be acceptable to the 
Catholics? Does he believe that the New Testa- 
ment would be acceptable to the Jews? Does he 
believe that either the Catholic or the Protestant 
Bible would be acceptable to the Freethinkers ? 

One thing is certain: Whenever & Protestant, no 
less than a Catholic, asserts that any society to 
which he belongs stands for non-sectarian schools 
he must be asked for a categorical answer to this 
question: * Will your organization work for the 
withdrawal of the Bible from the public schools and 
the cessation of all religious exercises therein?” If 
he does not answer this question with an unequivo- 
cal ** Yes" and at the same time prove that his an- 
swer is authoritativ for that society it will be a 
waste of time for Freethinkers to coquet with it. 
On the political side our mission is to secure the 
complete separation of church and state. Sectarian 
broils are of interest to us in so far only as they 
disrupt the forces of the common foe. We can 
watch the internecine strife but must not become 
involved in it or entangled with any of the Nam 
factions. 


Referring to the God-in-the-Constitution struggle, 
the Independent Pulpit observes that “The New 
York Trurn Szrexer is making a splendid fight 
against this infamy.” And we are pleased to see 
that Mr. Shaw is ready to do his part, and that he 
clearly perceives the necessity for constant watch- 
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fulness and continued action. He adjures the Lib- 
erals to remember that, whatever the fate of the 
Morse-Frye joint resolution, the bigots will con- 
tinue to bring forward measures in favor of their 
religion, * which is also their business. Politicians 
are uncertain, and unless the Liberals of this coun- 
try take more interest in the preservation of their 


freedom, it will some day be taken from them.” 
De 


A Stride Backward into Night. 


The grand jury recently in session at Lexington, 
Kentucky, evidently set out to distinguish itself, 
and it has done so in a wholesale way. It brought 
in a report that it understood that progressiv euchre 
was being played in the city and that it had heard 
rumors that baseball had been played on Sunday, 
but had no direct proof of the commision of these 
awful crimes. It indicted J. W. and Mrs. Lunsford, 
Spiritualists, for nuisance and practicing medicin 
without license, and for obtaining money under 
fase pretenses in claiming to call up spirits from 
another world (it did not indict any priests or 
preachers for dealing in futures), and it indicted a 
manufacturing and commercial concern for nuisance 
in allowing boys to play ball on its premises on 
Sunday! 

But its crowning work consisted of two indict- 
ments against Charles C. Moore, editor and publisher 
of the Blue Grass Blade. One of these indict- 
ments is for “blasphemy” and the other for 
“nuisance.” In Kentucky “blasphemy” can be 
only a “common law” offense, as the state has no 
blasphemy statute. This is the first prosecution 
of the kind in that commonwealth and it remains to 
be seen whether the musty and moldy common law 
can be successfully invoked in this age of light 
to punish a man for a “crime” that has not 
now nor ever had an exiatence save in the super- 
heated brains of theologians. 

The indictments were procured by Rev. E. L. 
Southgate, Methodist. The reader will see that the 
one for nuisance is in great part a repetition of the 
one charging blasphemy. At this distance it looks 
as though it was feared that the charge of “ blas- 
phemy ” would not hold, and so the other indictment 
was secured in the hope that its meshes would 
be close enough if Mr. Moore slipped through 
those of the other. At all events, the prosecutor, 
Rev. Mr. Southgate, was after the blasphemer, 
first and always, as he admits in an interview which 
is published in the Kentucky Leader of April 11th. 
“The indictment for nuisance was secondary and 
incidental,” he says. That is, the alleged offense 
against man was trivial as compared with the crime 
against God. The theological mind is always warped 
similarly. In an earlier interview appearing in the 
same paper, Mr. Southgate declared that Mr. Moore 
“ not only blasphemes the name of God the father 
and imputes gross evil to the Virgin Mary and the 
deepest destruction to Lord Jesus, but he commits 
the sin that Jesus declares to be the one unpardon- 
able sin, the sin against the Holy Ghost.” 

The Leader adds that Mr. Southgate is “prompted 
by no personal motiv,” as he and Mr. Moore hav 
only friendly feelings for each other, but he “is 
earnestly opposed to Mr. Moore’s treatment of relig- 
ion and he intends to seek recourse through the 
courts of justice." That is neatly stated, but per- 
haps the clergymen would receive a new light if the 
positions of himself and the editor of the Blade 
were reversed and Mr. Moore, being “opposed” to 
the preacher's “ treatment of religion,” * should seek 
recourse through the courts of justice.” It is the 
time-honored way of settling religious differences. 

‘A sentence to prison is a conclusiv argument, for 
the time being, although it has some attributes in- 
conveniently like those of the boomerang. 

In a conversation with Mr. Moore, his clerical 
hunter said that he had “no personal unkindness 
in the matter, and that he was going to hav him 
prosecuted simply because he regarded it as his 
duty as a Christian minister and good citizen to do 

` 80." The religious persecutor is a cold-blooded 
torturer. Generally he has no such poor excuse a3 
hatred or revenge. He persecu‘es simply because 
he thinks his God requires him to begin the work 
here which he, God, will take up and continue un- 
interruptedly in another world. He considers that 


such torture is necessary in order to save the “ soul " 


-of his victim and the souls of others, and incidentally, 


of course, lay up treasures for himself in heaven. 
W. Kingdon Clifford had men of the Southgate kind 
in mind when he wrote: * When we love our brother 
for the sake of our brother, we help all men to grow 
in the right; but when we love our brother for the 
sake of somebody else, who is very likely to damn 
our brother, it very soon comes to burning him alive 
for his soul’s health.” These are the indictments: 
FOR BLASPHEMY.. .: 
** PAygTTE Ürgcurr Court. 
The Commonwealth of Kentucky, 


v8. 
0: C. Moore, 
“ The grand jury of Fayette county, in the name and by 
the authority of the commonwealth of Kentucky, accuse 
O. C. Moore of the offense of blasphemy, committed as 
follows: That C. O. Moore in the county aforesaid, being 
then and therethe owner, controler, proprietor, and edi- 
tor of & certain newspaper in the city of Lexington 
known as the Blue Grass Blade, did in the issue of said 
paper of Sunday, March 18, 1894, unlawfully, wickedly, 
and maliciously and blasphemously publish of and con- 
cerning the Christian religion, and concerning Jesus 
Christ and God and the Holy Scriptures, scandalous, 
false, malicious, wicked, and blasphemous words as fol- 
lows, to wit: ‘When I say Jesus Christ was a man ex- 
actly like 1 am and had a human father and mother 
exactly like I had, some of the pious call it blasphemy. 
When they say that Jesus Christ was born as the result 
of a sort of Breckinridge-Pollard hyphenation between 
God and a Jew woman, I call it blasphemy, so you see 
there is a stand off,’ thereby meaning that pious and re- 
ligious persons stated and believed that the birth of Jesus 
Christ was the result of an unholy and illicit alliance and 
connection between Almighty God and Mary, the mother 
of Christ, and intending thereby to treat with offensiv 
levity and ridicule the scriptural account of the divine 
conception and birth and to bring contempt and ridicule 
against Almighty God and his divine purpose and wisdom 
in causing the birth of Christ for the redemption of the 
world and the salvation of sinners, to the contempt of the 
Christian religion and the laws of this state, to the evil 
example of all others in like manner offending, and 
against the pesce and dignity of the commonwealth of 

Kentucky. C. J. Bronston, 

l **Commonwealth’s Attorney. 
** Witness, Rev. E. L. Southgate.” l ; 
FOR NUISANOR. 
** FAYETTE Orrouir Court. 
The Commonwenlth of Kentucky, 


v8. 
C. C. Moore. 

“ The Grand Jury of Fayette County, in the name and 
by the authority of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
accuse C. C. Moore of the offense of committing a nui- 
sance, commitied as follows: 

* That said C. C. Moore on the 6th day of April, 1894, 
in the county aforesaid, being then and there the owner, 
controler, proprietor, and editor of a certain newspaper 
published in the city of Lexington, known as the Blue 
Grass Blade, did unlawfully, wilfully, habitually, and 
Continuously publish in the said paper articles and pieces, 
the chief intent and purpose of which was to revile and 
bring into contempt the character and attributes of 
Almighty God and the Holy Ghost, and Jesus Christ and 
the divine origin and conception of the latter, the holy 
scriptures, their authority, and the inspiration of any 
portion thereof, and to continuously deny and reproach 
God, his creation, government, and final judging of the 
world, and with the further mischievous and malicious 
intent to bring ridicule and contempt upon Christianity 
and the Christian religion in general, and to persuade and 
entice the people into & disbelief of the doctrins of the 
Christian religion, and be led into Infidelity and Athe- 
ism, and to destroy the influence of the church of God 
and his holy religion among the people, and by treating 
all of said sacred subjects with offensiv levity, to induce 
the people to treat them with scorn and contempt; and 
the said Moore did also unlawfully, wilfully, habitually, 
and continuously publish articles in said paper exposing 
to public ridicule the private life and character of divers 
individuals, applying opprobrious and offensiv epithets to 
them, attributing immorality and dishonest motivs to 
them, and endeavoring to bring them into the contempt 
of the public and to destroy their good name and fame, 
all of which aforesaid acts the said Moore has done and 
still continues to do for lucre and gain and to bring 
himself notoriety, and for the malicious and mischievous 
purpose of of injuring public morals, and sowing dissen- 
sions and stirring up strife, quarrels, and breaches of the 
peace among the people, and to the great dishonor of 
religion, good manners, and good government, and to the 
common nuisance and annoyance of all good citizens of 
the commonwealth, and against the peace and dignity of 
the commonwealth of Kentucky. 

** O. J. Bronston, 
' .** Qommonwealth's Attorney. 

** Witness, E. L. Southgate.” 

Those indictments read like leaves from the his- 
tory of tte Dark Ages. They would make appro- 
priate appendices to George Macdonald's “ Thumb- 


screw and Rack,” for they would giv the reader a 


‘Blasphemy. 


Nuisance, 


vivid idea of the most convincing Christian litera- 
ture of the centuries in which the instruments of 
torture now in the Nuremburg collection were 
doing the work of the medieval Southgates. All 
intelligent Americans must blush with shame that. 
such legal documents are possible in the land which 
was served by Paine and Jefferson and Adams. 
Think of invoking the law in this day of science to 
preserve from ridicule the dogma of the miraculous 
conception! Who is there to-day so credulous as 
to believe that Jesus (if such a mam ever lived) had 
an origin one whit different from that of every other 
man who has lived or who now livs? Mr. South- 
gate may be very ignorant, but we should hesitate 
long before reflecting upon his intelligence to the 
extent of charging him with believing that any man 
or woman came into life without-the aid of an earthly 
father. And here steps forward a Kentucky grand 
jury with a presentment against an editor who has 
laughed at the ancient tale! What a spectacle! 

. But the prosecution would be no less persecution — 
if Mr. Moore had denied the existence of the law of 
gravitation or that of chemical affinity. It is his 
right to say that the earth is flat, or that the sun is 
a satellite of the moon. He has an inalienable right 
to his opinions and the expression of them, no mat- 
ter how absurd they may be or how contrary to the 
prejudices or the knowledge of all the Southgates 
and grand juries in the world. 


On April 10th Mr. Moore gave bonds in $1,000 
for his appearance for trial on July 2d. His bonds- 
men are George H. Whitney, E. B. Wrenn, M. 
Kaufman, and Dr. Bennett. His counsel are Judge 
George Denny and Judge J.R. Morton. He hopes 
to secure additional counsel before July. We shall 
keep our readers informed concerning all new de- 
velopments in the case. With the Christian amend- 
ment as a part of the Constitution the outlook 
would. be dark for the editor of the Blue Grass 
Blade, but under a secular Constitution there is ‘a 
fighting chance for him. ate 


ee ge 
For Dr. MeAllister’s Eye. 

We learn from the Congressional Record that 
among the petitions sent to Congress against the 
Christian amendment was one from the Baptist 
ministers of Atlanta, Georgia, others from four Lu- 
theran churches in Kansas, and one from a Lutheran 
church in North Carolina. This must make sore 
the heart of Dr. McAllister, who has time and again 
warned Christians against opposing the amend- 
ment, and thus aligning themselvs with the wicked 
Infidels, who are so depraved as to believe in and 
work for religious liberty. Then Dr. McAllister 
argued before the Judiciary Committee of the 
House that the Jews could not antagonize the theo- ' 
cratic schemes because they came to this country in 
pursuit of the Christian liberty granted by our in- 
stitutions! It is too bad that the Jews do not jus- 
tify his confidence in their supposed, blindness. 
Here is the Jewish Messenger of this city saying 
editorially that the Judiciary Committee las “very 
sensibly reported adversely on the proposed relig- 
ious amendment to the Constitution,” while a con- 
tributor, Rev. L. Stein, writes a two-and-a-half- 
column argument against the Morse-Frye iniquity. 
It is an excellent production, and closes with these 
unmistakable words: “ As Americans and Jews we 
shall ever solemnly protest, as we do now, against 
any attempted encroachment upon the fundamental 
principles of our Constitution, fervently joining in 
the warning cry that arises in its behalf from mill- 
ions of loyal hearts—‘ Hands off! Touch not mine 
anointed!” The Messenger also neatly satirizes 
Governor Morris, of Connecticut, and his, O Jesu, ` 
hopinem salvator,” fast day proclamation. 

Rabbi E. N. Calisch, of Richmond, Virginia, 
arraigns the National Reformers in a way that must 
send cold shivers up the spines of Messrs. George, 
MeAllister, and Wylie. He clearly understands 
that legislation can make hypocrits but not believers 
and he sees that the attempt to secure the adoption 
of a Christian amendment will involve a resort to 
all the tricks and dishonest schemes common to 
politicians. The American Hebrew reports Rabbi 
Calisch as follows: 


**'You cannot enact belief, or place faith within a man’s 
bosom by putting it on the statute book, Law cannot 
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control the struggles of the soul, or legislation check or 
restrain its flight. There may be a thousand constitu- 
tions, with a thousand preambles to each, and a thousand 
mentionings of the deity in each, yet they will never turn 
the Atheistic heart or place God within & bosom where he 
is not already enthroned and acknowledged. 

“For this reason the union of church and state is 
wrong; for this reason that union, wherever it has been, 
“has been dangerous and pernicious; and for this reason, 
this resolution, which seeks to reéstablish this union, is a 
threat to the safety of the country, whose greatest bless- 
ing has-been the separation of these two great factors of 
human civilization. E 

“It is probable that this bill will not become a law. 
* + * Butitisin every degree possible. The sense of 
justice in some of the followers of the creed favored 
therein may be strong enough for them to admit that this 
resolution is an infringement on the rights and privileges 
of many citizens, but it will not be strong enough, in all 
instances, to produce any opposition to it. -Its advocates 
will be tireless and ubiquitous. Though many of them 
will, doubtless, be ministers of the gospel and pronounced 
professors of religion, yet we know, from experience, 
that not, in all cases, will they hesitate to use means un- 
serupulous and dishonest. With them the end justifies 
the means. To hav it. formally and constitutionally de- 
clared that this is & ‘Christian country and that its glory 
and grandeur are due to the name of Christ,’ will be suf- 
ficient to set in motion all the machinations of politics, 
All the tricks, methods, and media, known and yet to be 
invented, will be resorted to. Appeals will be made to 
eupidity, fear, superstition, social ambition, to the love 
of gain and distinction, and like Esau’s mess of.pottage, 
the birthright of the dearest privilege of American 
citizenship will be bartered for a vote for a hangman’s 
office, or the janitorship of public building.” 

Is Dr. McAllister sure that the Jews are such 
dullards as he professed to believe them to be? 


Wanted—More Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Tae Trurn Sezxzr. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tue Truru Sezxer 
‘are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is.a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal, should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make ‘the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 


fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this. matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two splendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
_of Freethought” in cloth binding. Our readers 


know the value of these books, and that about every | 


Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Hither one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers ard single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 


| premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 


paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Tue Truru Seexer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. ` 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. . 


The Pennsylvania Sabbath Association will cele- 
brate the one hundredth anniversary of the Penn- 
sylvania Sunday law.. Why doesn't it also celebrate 
the anniversaries of the hanging of the witches at 
Salem? Or the burning of Servetus by Calvin? 


mh i ee 

At Platte City, Missouri, the grand jury has 
brought indictments against forty of the leading 
men and women of the place jor playing progressiv 
euchre! The press dispatch says that, as a result, 
one of the leading churches is likely to be disrupted. 
No comment is necessary, for any one who cannot 
see the moral in this event would be wholly imper- 
vious to argument. 


- The New York Times, while assuming that there 

cannot be two opinions about the merits of the 
Pollard-Breckinridge lawsuit, takes occasion to 
sharply rap the Grannisites over the knuckles for 
obtruding their opinions during the progress of the 
trial. It givs said amateur judges and jurors 
these deserved blows: 


**'The public pr ss, so far as we hav remarked, has ob- 
served a decent reticence upon the matter, but scarcely 
8 day passes that some society does not feel called upon 
to pass some resolution in order to show that it is not in 
sympathy with indecent and criminal conduct. This 
precipitancy argues a pruriency of mind., Suppose the 
case were one of embezzlement or arson. Would the 
unions, leagues, and societies feel called upon to express 
their views upon these crimes in advance of the verdict, 
lest they should be suspected of a secret sympathy with 
stealing money or setting houses on fire? Of course not. 
They would not find the subject matter of the trials so 
irresistibly alluring to them that they could not wait until 
the trial was over in order to say something.” 


A motion was made in the New York conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal church that the prosecu- 
tion and conviction of John Y. McKane be approved 
and also the prosecution of W. C. P. Breckinridge, 
and demanding that the latter be expelled from 
Congress. Silence reigned for the space of a 
moment and then & minister rose and said: 

** Y seo no reason for dragging in the name of Brother 
McKane.. He is receiving his punishment now. He is 
done for. I suggest that his name be stricken out of the 
resolutions. 

«Brother McKane’s” name was stricken out and 
Mr. Breckinridge received the full discharge from 
the battery of Methodist wrath. Was the Congress- 
man condemned and the Gravesend boss’s offense 
passed over in silence because the former is a Pres- 
byterian and the latter a Methodist or because the 
Methodists look less kindly upon immorality than 
upon crime? 


The Sunday law zealots want to hav the ordering 
of other people's occupations on Sunday. They 
are fearful that the “sanctity” of the day will get 


happiness in their own way. But these zealots are 
not so tender of the day, when they can work out 
of sight of the people they try to fool and rule. 
W. ©. P. Breckinridge endeavored to get through 
Congress a Sunday law for the District of Columbia, 
and he supported the movement to close the 


bruised if the ungodly are left to seek their own |. 


World's Fair on the first day of the week. “Yet, in 
the lawsuit at Washington, this significant fact 
came out under cross-examination : 

.. * Next daey—Sunday—I found a pile of correspond- 


ence ‘accumulated -at my house, so I attended to that, 
and did not go to church,” 


Now, Breckinridge had just as good a reputation 


‘at that time for loyalty to the Sunday superstition 


as Morse, and Blair, and Stone hav at present. 
We respectfully suggest to Rev. H. H. George and 


Dr. McAllister that they wait upon the three Con- 
gressmen above named and demand that they say, 


on their honor as Christian. gentlemen, whether 


they attend to their correspondence on “ Sabbath.” 


We think that even Messrs. McAllister and George 


will agree with us that Infidels cannot be expected 
to submit with good grace to Sunday laws which 
their framers and champions deliberately disregard. 
The cause of Sabbath observance is at stake. 
Are Morse, and Stone, and Blair like Breck- 
inridge—do they devote themselves to business 


on Sunday ? 


In presenting the concluding installment of 
«Church Property" we wish to again call the at- 
tention of our readers to the value of this collection 
of the statistics of ecclesiastical wealth and the ac- 
companying arguments in support of the demand 
for the uniform, equal, and impartial taxation of all 
kinds of private property. It should hav the widest 
possible circulation, for there is no other work ex- 
tant which so combines statistical facts, historical 
examples and warnings, and sound reasoning. 
Every editor, every newspaper writer, every eco- 
nomic reformer, every minister, every legislator, 
should hav a copy. The pamphlet will contain 
more than one hundred pages and it will be sold for 
15 cents per single copy. Ten copies will be sold 
for $1.00 and one hundred copies for $8.00; post- 
age prepaid in all cases. We shall at once send a 
copy to each paper in the state of New York, and to 
leading papers in other states. A copy will be 
mailed to each member of the New York legislature 
and of the New York Constitutional Convention. 
Thus thousands of copies will be distributed gratui- 
tously. All this will put us to considerable expense 
and we hope the friends of equal taxation will chip 
in a little to help us do this work which is for the 
benefit of all. The fight is centered in New York 
this year and a victory here will make the triumph 
of justice in other states in other years very much 
easier. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


FRANKLIN Sreinsr’s lecture engagements are as fole 
lows: 


April 21,22, Mt. Pleasant, Ia: | April 24, Eddyville, Ia 


Tas Women’s LIBBRAL LuAGUE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Program for April: 

April 24th—‘‘Mary Wollstonecraft, Her Trials and Her 
Triumphs.” Voltairine deCleyre. 


Tux Friendship Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 
Sundays at 2.80 and 7.80 P.M. in Warner Hall, near 
Green and Broad streets. 


Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for April: 


April 20th—‘*Truth About Hawaii.” Clinton Furbish. 
April 27th—‘‘The Chances of Success.” Henry Nichols, 
- And annual meeting for election of officers. 


Tas Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for April: 


April 22d—‘‘ The Chances of Success.” Henry Nichols. 
April 29th—‘‘ Religion from a Labor Standpoint." Prof. 
Daniel De Léon. 


Tue Ohio Liberal Society meets in College Hall, 1684 
Walnut street, Cincinnati, Sunday evenings at 7:45, 
prompt. Admission is free. Program for April: 

April 22d—‘‘The Separation of Ohurch and State.” 
Rabbi Isaac M. Wise. 

April 29th—Debate: ‘‘The Morality of Christianity, ve. 
The Morality of Secularism.” Affirmativ, Prof. J. 
S. Van Cleve, Ph. D.; negativ, John R. Charlesworth, 
of New York City. 


Tue Radical Library meets in Skerrett’s Hall, Ridge 
avenue and Green street, Philadelphia. Open on Tues- 
day, 7.30 to 10 P.m. 


W. F.JAMIESON writes that he will start on his tour 
through Utah and Colorado in May; and that he finds 
California a fine climate to linger in, His address ig 
Elsinore, Cal. 
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CHURCH PROPERTY. 


Should It Be Exempt from Just. and 
Impartial Taxation? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


An Argument for Equality of Taxation, and a State- 
ment of Facts, Giving, from the Census of 1890, the 
Valne, by Denominations, of Chnrch Property in the 
United States and in the Several States and Terri- 

. tories and in AD Cities Having 25,000 or More 
Inhabitants; so Arranged as to Show at a Glance 
the Relative Standing as to Wealth of the Leading 
Denominations and Denominational Groups.— Also, 
Mnch Other Matter of Especial Interest to Certain 
Cities, States, and Sections.—All Comparisons and 
Percentages Based Upon Official Figures. 


V. 
New York—Coneluded. 

In these thirteen cities of this state, which are 
all the first, second and third class cities of New 
York, according to the classification of the Census 
Bureau, the Catholic church holds the first place 
ten times, and second and third places once each ; 
the Protestant Episcopal church holds the first 
place twice, second and third places three times 
each, and fourth place five times; the Presbyterian 
holds first place once, second place five times, third 
place four times and fourth place once; the Baptist 
holds second and third places twice each, and fourth 
place four times; the Methodist holds second place 
once, and third and fourth places three times each, 
and the Congregationalist second place once. Thus, 
while the Protestant Episcopal is the wealthiest 
church in the State, the Catholic owns the most 
property in ten cities, taken separately, and is sur- 
passed by the Episcopal in only two and by the 
Presbyterian in one. Yet in the aggregate the 
Protestant Episcopal owns $23,184,500 in the 
thirteen cities, while the Catholic owns $19,874,987. 

Who can doubt that the exemption from taxation 
of these great aggregations of wealth is a denial of 
equal justice, and that its effect upon morals is dis- 
tinctly and momentously disastrous? Is there any 
valid reason why the taxes of the people should be 
augmented by the amount which these gorgeous 
temples of worship in the great centers of wealth 
and fashion evade? Why should not Trinity’s 
millions pay for their own defense? Why should 
not all these churches pay their debts to the com- 
munity, and thus to that extent justify the claims 
made for them as teachers of ethics? 

In New York the real and personal property of 
preachers and priests is, to the value of fifteen hun- 
dred dollars, exempt from taxation. This is mani- 
festly unjust, because it compels dissenters to help 
pay for the religious services enjoyed by believers, 
and because it gives to one class of workers a state 
pension not granted on equal terms to all workers. 
There is no valid reason why the property of the 
editor, the Freethought lecturer, the hod-carrier, or 
the blacksmith should not have the privilege of ex- 
emption that is granted to that of clergymen, and 
there is no man who loves justice who will defend 
the exemption of the latter unless he is blinded by 
partisan prejudice. Such exemption is unconstitu- 
tional, unfair, and unjust. 

North Carolina. 

There is in this State church property to the 
value of $7,077,440. The denominations owning 
most of it are these: 


Baptist ...............82,556,147 Disciples of Christ...$71,157 


Methodist.......... . 9,418,984 Moravians .............. 58,900 
Presbyterian... 818,745 Reformed............. 49,000 
Prot, Episcopal... 545,010 Friends .................. 36,850 
Lutheran ` Jewish Cong........... . 36,500 
The Christians... 97,705 Congregationalist.... 14,200 
Catholic .............. 90, 262 ; ; 


One denomination owns more than one-third of 
the total amount, two denominations own more than 
` two-thirds, while five own about eleven-twelfths. 

North Dakota. 

Here we find ecclesiastical property valued at 

$780,775. The bulk of it is divided as follows: 


Oatholie ............... $171,550 Baptist................. . $90,800 
Methodist............. 189,980 Congregationalist... 81,800 
Lutheran ............. 136,275 Evangelical Asa’n... 21,100 
Presbyterian........ 128, 025 


One denomination owns between one-fifth and one- 
fourth of total amount, and five denominations own 
about eleven-thirteenths. 

Ohio. 

The census uncovered church property in the 
Buckeye state to the value of $42,189,762. These 
sects own most of this great. wealth : 


| Presbyterian, 


Methodist.......... $9,000,820 The Christians...... $392,500 


Catholic, ........... 7,895,640 Universalist.......... 844,800 
Presbyterian...... 6,722,875 Frien 288, 500 
Lutheran........... ,007,097 Dunkards............. 228,065 
Baptist............. . 2,819,828 Church Union...... 114.350 
Prot. Episeopal. 2,103,487 New Jerusalem..... 103,500 
Congr’gationalist 2,044,525 Church of God..... 99,550 
Disciplesof Christ 1,462,250 Unitarian.............- 80,000 
United Brethren 1,436,810 Mennonite............ 77,515 
Reformed........... 1,155,875 Adventist............. 607,450 
Ger.Evan.Synod 836,200 Latter Day Saints 43,000 
Jewish Cong...... 708,225 Moravians............ 37,400 
EvangelicalAss’n 491,975 


Independent Cong 22,800 


Ger. Evan. Prot.. 488,975 


Three denominations own much more than half 
of the above total, and five denominations own ap- 
proximately five-sevenths. T t 

In Cincinnati church property is listed at $6,144,- 
050, of which the Catholies own $1,934.900; the 
Presbyterians, $963,700; Methodists, $709.000, 
Jewish Congregations, $484,000; Baptiste, $348,- 
500 ; Episcopalians, $314,000 ; Reformed, $172,500; 
Congregationalists, $169,000; Lutherans, $119, 
000; Miscellaneous, $929.450. Cleveland, .total, 
$4,233,900; Presbyterian, $840,000; Catholic, 
$832,000; Methodist, $548,000; Congregational- 
ist, $397,200; Episcopalian, $367,700; Baptist, 
$363,500; Lutheran, $178,000; Jewish Congrega- 
tions, $108,000 ; Reformed, $74,650; Miscellaneous, 
$524,850. Columbus, total, $1,814,595; Catholic, 
$522,270; Methodist, $509,700;. Presbyterian, 
$236,000; Congregationelist, $153.900; - Luther- 
an, $139,500; Episcopalian, $100,725; Baptist, 
$72.000; Miscellaneous, $175.500. Dayton, total, 
$1,518,625 ; Catholic, $324,000; Presbyterian, 
$256,000; Methodist, $197,800; Lutheran, $166,- 
500; Baptist, $148,000; Episcopalian, $80,000 ; 
Miscellaneous, $346,325. Toledo, total, $1.116.800; 
Presbyterian, $240,000; Catholic, $227,000; Epis- 
copalian, $169,200; Methodist, $145,000; Luth- 
eran, $133,200; Baptist, $84,600; Congregational- 
ist, $51.000 ; Miscellaneous, $66,800. Springfield, 
total, $713,300; Lutheran, $164.000; Methodist, 
$160,200; Presbyterian, $103.000; Catholic, $77,- 
000; Baptist, $64,100; Episcopalian, $55,000; 
Congregationalist, $40,000; Miscellaneous, $50,- 
000. Canton, total, $594,000; Methodist, $178,- 
500; Catholic, $115,000; Presbyterian, $102.500 ; 
Lutheran, $89,000; Baptist, $60,000; Miscel- 
laneous, $49,000.. Akron, total, $567,000; 
Methodist, $160,000; Lutheran, $90,000; Cath- 
olic, $47,000; Episcopalian, $45,000; Congrega- 
tionalist, $40,000; Baptist, $27.000; Miscella- 
neous, $158,000. Youngstown, total, $487,800; 
$175,000; Methodist, $114.500; 
Baptist, $52.000; Catholic, $41000; Congrega- 
tionalist, $16,500; Lutheran, $16,300; Episcopal- 
ian, $15,000; Miscellaneous, $57,500. Total in 
nine cities, $17,190,520. 


The Catholics hold first and second places three |: 


times each, third place once, and fourth place 
twice; the Methodists, first and third places three 
times each, second place twice, and fourth place 
once; the Presbyterians, first and third places three 
times each, and second place twice; the Lutherans, 
second and fourth place twice each; Episcopalians, 
third and fourth places, once each; Congregation- 
alists, fourth place twice; Baptists, third place once, 
and Jewish Congregations, fourth place once. 

Mr. Nicholas Kleeman has been trying to hav put 
on the tax duplicate of Hamilton county a large 
number of pieces of property owned by the Catholic 
church. -The aggregate value of this untaxed 
church wealth is more than two million dollars, 
according to the Cincinnati Commercial. Follow- 
ing is a partial list of the property, as furnished by 
Mr. Kleeman to the Commercial. It must be 
understood that much of this is in addition. to 
the amount of Catholic church property returned 
by the United States census. Possibly it all is, as 
the census enumerators probably listed only church 
buildings. 


St. Mary’s Seminary, Warsaw and Grandin road, 9.46 
acres, valued at $50,500. ‘‘ This property is a paying in- 
stitution.” 

Sisters of Charity, Warsaw pike and Cedar Grove, 6. 
acres, valued at $33,000. ‘‘ Residence of sisters.” 

Sisters of Mercy, 150 by 300 feet, northwest corner 
Kenner and Freeman streets, valued at $34,000. ‘‘ The 
building is used as dwelling for janitor.” : 

Sisters of Mercy, 25 by 150 feet. Foot & Lawler's sub- 
division, valued at $5,000. ‘‘ Residence, school, and 
other buildings." 'The same property has two other lots 
attached, 77 by 262 and 52 by 136, valued at $81,800. 

The Passionists’ Monastery of the Holy Cross, valued 

at $15,000. ‘‘Used for residence for St: Franciscan 
Monks.” . 
_ The Little Sisters of the Poor, three pieces of property 
in H. E. Melindus’s subdivision, valued st -$40,500. 
‘*Residence for sisters." An additional piece is valued 
at $31,940. ‘* Residence of sisters.” 

Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, Schuman’s sub- 
division, nine acres, valued at $1,210. ‘Residence and 
farm for sisters.” 

The Catholic Female School, south side of Sixth street, 
115 feet west of Broadway; also Catholic Female School, 
south side of Sixth street, 123 feet east of Sycamore; 


also Catholic Female School, 193 by 189 feet, all valued 
at $43,900. _‘* Pay school and residence for sisters," __ 
Catholic Female School, 84 by 189, valued at $26,200. 
** For sisters and pay school.” : f Ty 
. Wm. Elder’s lots, five pieces, Hoffner's sub 
Rapid Run road, 11 acres, valued at $92,000. . - d 
Little Sisters of th» Poor, 50 by 51, Symmes sub- 
division, northwest corner of Third and Lytle, valued ai 
$28,900. '' Residence, school,” eto. ^ ^ 
Little Sisters of the Poor, north side of Queen City 
avenue, land valued at $160,000. ''Infirm-bome and: 
hospital where pay is received for old people. :- > 
Sisters of Charity, Cinéinnati, Van Horne's subdivision, . 
10.05 acres, not valued. tee kt T 
St. Mary's Female Institute, Henry Lewis, of Grandin . 
estate, 8.11 acres, valued at $48,100. ‘‘ Home for sisters 
and school." J prse qiu uy 
Three. other pieces of property in the same name, 
valued at -$580; also two more in same name, valued at. 
$500. 7 SIR oy eh ake 
Passionate Monastery of the Holy Cross, five pieces of. 
property, valued at $720. i ERA 
St. Xavier College, Sycamore street, consisting of five 
lots, and all-valued at $205,960.  ''This is.a paying :in- 
stitution.” M 
The Little Sisters of the Poor, Kemper's subdivision, 
three lots, valued at $8,370. . Mos 
St. Mary's Female Institute, Court and. Mound, not 
valued. ‘‘ Paying school and residence for sisters.” 
Ten lots belonging to the Sisters of the Poor, Betts - 
street, valued at $97,300. i EN : x Ww 
The Convent of Good Shepherd, Mother Mary Cusack, 
trustee, Hartshorn's subdivision, nine lots, valued at 
$45,600. ‘*Residence for sisters aud & home for incor- 


ivision, 


‘rigible girls.” 


The House of Good Shepherd, Bank street, four lots, 
valued at $94,800. a . EL 
The Female Academy of Sacred Heart, Clifton, Mil]- 
creek township, 37 2 acres, not valued. ‘‘ Paying school 
and residence of the sisters and help.” i p 
Little Sisters of the Poor. four pieces, making seven 
acres, no value. j 
House of Good Shepherd, 98.95 acres, in four lots:àd-~ 
joining, valued at $9,520. : E : 
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, Delhi township, 123.02 
acres, valued at $90,000. . ML E 
Sisters of Charity, 17.78 acres, valued at $1,210. 
Protectory for Boys, Delhi, 100 acres, no value. 
Sisters of Notre Dame, 69 acres, at Reading, no value. 
The same owns a piece of property on the north side of 
St. Mary’s street, west of school lot, in the name of J. B. 
Purcell, Voorhees’ subdivision, valued at $6,870. 
William H. Elder, Holy Sacrament, 117 by 200 feet, 
southwest corner Church and Depot streets, valued at 
$17,050. ' M "u 
John B, Purcell Mt. Adams, 
$11,050. . i 
St. Joseph's College, south side of Eighth street, 89: 
feet east of John, valued at $12,990. ME NL 
Good Samaritan’ Hospital, 181 by 197.7 southeast cor- 
ner Sixth and Lock, valued at $55,840. P P. za 


Oregon. ws ss 
church property is listed at 


five lots, valued, at 


In this state the 


$2,829,150 Most of it is held by the fcllowing de- - 
nominations: M: 
.... $698,975 


Jewish Cong........«« $90,000 
Disciples of Christ, 76,700 
Evangelical Ass'n.. 63,900 


Methodist......... 
Presbyterian.... 
Prot. Episcopa 


Lutheran ............... 59,050 
United Brethren..... 85,800 
Reformed .............. 29,800 
Adventist ............... 18,300 


One denomination owns nearly one-fourth of the 
whole, and five denominations own about three- 
fourths, 

In Portland there is church property to the value 
of $1,479,550, of which the Presbyterians own 
$286,000; the Methodists, $280,000 ; Episcopalians, 
$231,000; Baptists, $162,000 ; Catholics, $141,000; 
Congregationalists. $75.200; Lutherans, $48,500; 
Miscellaneous, $255,650, 

Pennsylvania. 
. The property of ecclesiastical corporations in this 
state amounts to $85,917,370 The denominations 
named below hold the title deeds to nearly all this 
enormous wealth: 


Presbyterian......$19, 146,130 ; 
Methodist.......... 14,476,904 
Prot. Episcopal. 11,724,131 


Catholic ............ 10,117,670 6, 
Lutberen......... 9,958,020 Moravians............ . 840,400 
Baptist, ...... ...... a 6,088,822 Unitarian............ . 276,200 
Reformed.......... 5,299,828 New Jerusalem...... 280,500 
Friends. ............ 841,050 Independent Cong. 140,900 
Evangelical Ass’n 1,590,605 Ger. Evan. Synod.. 132,150 
United Brethren 1,080,185 The Christians. :..... 98,500 
Jewish Cong...... 668,750 Spiritualist............ 58,600 

-|Congregationalist. 672,588 Adventist............... 47,800 
Disciples of Christ 533,147 River Brethren....... 36,900 
Ger. Evan. Prot.. 489,000 


One denomination owns between one-fifth and 
one-fourth of the total amount, five denominations 
oWn more than three-fourths, and ten own about 
seventeen-eighteenths. 

The total amount of church property in Phila- 
delphia is $28,023,365, divided as follows: 


1. Presbyterian .......0..:ccccsssceccsssnnsscceesseeeeeenes $6,504,500 
2. Protestant Episcopal............. ER DARE . 5,919,171 
8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8. 

9. , 

10 ESS 

11. Universalist.................... eee 245,500 
19. Congregational............scscsseesescsscsnsecsseeeens 160,110 
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18. Evangelical Associ&abion.................... — $ 180,500| Prot. Episcopal.. $234,532 Mennonites TIONES 


Msn A i $11,150 
14. Disciples Of Ohrist....c........ccsccscossccszeesecose ,000 | Congregationalist 200,605 Disciples ofOhrist. 20.480 
Misoellaneous............-..cuccennn sssssssestosscoeetse, 1,886,400 | Lutheran............ 188.575 Unitarian............ 10,000 


-Church property in Pittsburg is listed at $6,913,-. 
750; of which the Presbyterians own $2,042,450 ; 
the Catholics, $1,378 800; Methodists, $1.245,000 ; 
Episcopalians, $939,500; Lutherans, $373,000; 
Baptists, $252,200; Reformed, $70,000; Jewish 
Congregations, $65.000; Congregationalist, $52,- 
500; Miscellaneous, $499.600 ^ Reading, total, $1,- 
230,200 ; Lutheran, $403 000; Presbyterian, $995,- 
000; Episcopalian, $96,000; Catholic, $92 000; 
Methodist, $74 000; Baptist, $28,500; Miscella 


Five denominations own about thirteen-seven- 
teenths of the total amount of church property in 
the state. - y £x : 

:  . Tennessee. i 
i The census enumerators found church property 
in Tennessee to the value of $9,890,443. Much the 
greater part of it is held in the name of these de- 
| nominations: 
Methodist. ..........$8,491,860 Congregationalist..$106,000 


A ; - Baptist. ............. . 2,566,373 Lutherau............... 91,760 
heous, $437,200. Harrisburg, total, $1,095,500; | Presbyterian ..:.. 008 808 Spiritualist .— UMS 86,000 
Presbyterian. 35264,000; Methodist. $249,000; ecb pu corel: mem Drs EEA co 
Lutheran, $199,600 ; Catholic; $110,000; Baptist, | Gath: lio «1... . 494 nited Brethren .... 18,9 

$56 500; Episcopalian, $55.000; Miscellaneous, |Towibh Gone re $10.860 Dunkerds ees V SH 


$161.400. ‘Scranton, total, $1.060,728; Presbyte- 
rian, $330:200; Catholic, 2833 000; Methodist: 
$139,100; Baptist, $133,500; Episcopalian; $93. 
800; Congregationalist, $47,028; Lutheran, $27.: 
500; Miscellaneous, $57,400 ^ Wilkesbarre, total, 
$961.500 ; Presbyterian, $320.000; ‘Catholic, $225,- 
000; Methodist. $191,500; Episcopalian, $90,000, 
Lutheran,” $37,000 ; Congregationalist, $30,200 ; 
Baptist, $25,500; Miscellaneou, $42 000. Lan- 
caster, total, $749,800; Lutheran. $188,100; Cath- 
olie, $175,000; Methodist. $97.000; Episcopalian, 
$73,000; Presbyterian, $73,000; Miscellaneous, 
$143,700. Williamsport, total, $744,950; Meth- 
odist. $161 000; Episcopali n, $160,000; Catholics, 
$128.000;. Presbyterian, $124,500; Lutheran, $52, 
000; Baptist, $46,500.; Miscellaneous, $72.950. 
Altoona, total, $609.800; Lutheran, $131,300 ; 
Methodist, $119,000; Presbyterian, $103,200; Cath- 
olic, $67,000; Episcopalian, $50.000; Baptist, $42,- 
000; Miscellaneous, $97,300. ^ Erie, total, $603,- 
175; Catholic, $132,000; Presbyterian, $124.500; 
Lutheran, $99,200; Episcopalian, $80 200; Meth- 
odist, $58,200; Baptist, $38 000; Miscellaneous, 
$71.075. - Allentown, total, $504.500; Lutheran 
$140,500; Catholic, $50,000; Methodist, $18,500 ; 
Episcopalian, $18,000; Baptist, $13.000; Presby- 
terian, $12,000; Miscellaneous, $252,500. Total 
in eleven cities, $42,497,268 ` i 

The Presbyterians hold first place five times, 


One denomination owns more than one-third of 
the whole amount, three denominations own more 
than five sixths, and five own about nine-tenths. 

The total yalue of church property in Nashville 
is $1.292 796 of which the Methcdists own $443,- 
471; the Presbyterians, $356,650; Baptists, $151,- 
675; Episcopalians, $137,000 ; Catholics, $87,000 ; 
Miscellaneous, $117,000. Memphis, total, $1,041,- 
200; Presbyterian, $248.500; Methodist, $188,300; 
Baptist, $182,800; Catholic, $170,000; Episcopa- 
lian, $91.100; Lutheran, $25,000; Congregation- 
alist, $15,500; Miscellaneous, $120.000. Chatta-. 
nooga, total, $713.830; Methodist, $220,000; Pres- 
byterian, $126,820; Catholie, $100,000; Baptist, 
$93.200 ; Episcopalian, $79,200; Congregationalist, 
$50,000; Miscellaneous, $44,610. Total in three 
cities, $3,047,826. f l 

The Methodists hold, first place twice and second 
place once; the Presbyterians hold first place once 
and second. place twice; Baptiste, third place twice 
and fourth place once; Catholics, third and fourth 
places once each, and Episcopalians fourth place 
once. 


"Texas. 

The property of church corporations in this state 
amounts to $8,682,337. The denominations which 
should, in justice, pay taxes: upon the greater part 
of this sum, are these: 


second place twice, and third and fourth places once | Methodist..........$2,667,391 Lutheran.............. $210,915 
-each; the Lutherans hold first place four times and Peu eem] 1,119,096 o O ed oram 
third place twice; the Catholics, first and third | Ostholic............ 1,018,800 Ger. Evan. Synod.. 86,800 
place once each, second place five times and fourth, | Prot. Episcopal... 624,900 Evangelical Ass'n.. 99,950 
three times; Methodists, first place. once, second | Disciples of Ger. Evan. Prot.... 10,500 


Christ. ............ 407,900 

One denomination owns thirteen-forty thirds of 
the total amount, and five denominations own more 
than seven eighths. 

In Dallas there is untaxed chureh wealth to the 
value of $619,425, of which the Methodists own 
$153,200; the Baptists, $122,675; Presbyterians, 
$115 100; Catholics, $75,000; Episcopalians, $35,- 


lace twice, and third place six times; Episcopa- 
ians, second place twice, third place once, and 
fourth place five times; Baptists, fourth place twice. 


Rhode. Island. 


- Church property in the smallest state in tbe 
Union is valued at $7,583,110 Most of this un- 
taxed wealth is owned by these denominations: 


Catholic .............$2,295,700 Independ'nt Cong 89,200 | 750; Congregationalists, $22 000; Miscellaneous, 
Bentise EE ren Eee baise ee z A OC $95,700. Galveston, total, $606,950; Catholic, 
EO».  DIBCODR se c ES a M ERE , $151.000; Methodist, $125,100; Episcopalian 

Gist... 61,575 3 b, Dou 3 , 
Congregationalist 903,800 ae Christians.” — 48,800 | $125,000; Presbyterian, $87,000; Baptist. $53, 
Unitarian............ 393,500 Jewish Cong....... 45,000 | 350; Lutheran, $15,000; Miscellaneous, $50,500. 
Universalist ........ 801,500 New Jerusalem... . 89,000 | San Antonio, total, $460,850 ; Catholic, $108,300 ; 


One. domination owns some more than two- 
sevenths of the total, and five denominations own a 
little more than three-fourths. | 

The value of church property in Providence is 
$4,258,768, of which the Catholics own $1,285,000 ; 
Baptists, $676,700; Episcopalians, $627,300; Con 
gregationalists, $585,500; Methodists, $330,668; 
Presbyterians, $55,000; Jewish Congregations, 
$25,000; Miscellaneous, $673,600. Pawtucket, total, 
$546,500; Catholic, $252,500; Baptist, $89,500; 
Congregationalist, $75,000 ; Episcopalian, $50,500 ; 
Methodist, $27,000 ; Miscellaneous, $52,000. Total 
in two cities, $4,805,268. 

i South Carolina. Í 

The ecclesiastical organizations of this state hold 
uvtaxed property to the value of $5,636,236. These 
are the denominations which own most of it: 


Methodist, $93,750; Presbyterian, $79,500; Bap- 
tist, $66,300; Episcopalian, $51,600; Lutheran, 
$15,000; Miscellaneous, $46,400; Houston, total, 
$379,650; Methodist, $130,900; Baptist, $83,800; 
Catholic, $53,000; Episcopalian, $42,900; Presby- 
terian, $30,000; Miscellaneous, $39,050. Total in 
four cities, $2,066,875. 
The Methodists hold first and second places 
twice each ; the Catholics, first place, twice and third 
and fourth places once each; Baptists, second place 
twice and fourth place once; Presbyterians third 
place twice and fourth place once; Episcopalians, 
third and fourth places once each. 

Utah. 
In this territory we find church property to the 
value of $1,493,791. The sects owning most of it 
are these: 


ist ....... ... $1,658,182 Lutheran ........... 339, 250 ‘ ` 
Mothodist ....... 81,658,182 Lutheran $7900 | Latter Day Sainite..$786,916 Prot.Episcopal...... $71,250 
Presbyterian a "96/635 Congregationalist 81,850 Methodist.. ............ 228, 650 pee eres isse sete pepe 
Prot. Episcopal... 590,234 Unitarian............ - 80,000 | Presbyterian ......... 212,975 Jewish Gong... a ME 
Oatholio.............. 384 500 Congregationalist.. 76,000 Jewish Cong........... 40,000 


One denomination owns nearly half of the total 
amount, and five denominations own approximately 
thirteen-fourteenths. 

. The total amount of church property in Salt 
Lake City is $602,094, of which the Presbyterians 
own $117,000; the Methodists, $98.000; Congre- 
gationalists, $50,000; Episcopalians, $46,500; Bap- 
tists, $45,000; Catholics, $33,000; Miscellaneous, 
$212,594. bh i 


Two denominations own nearly three-fifths of the 
above total, and five own about ten elevenths. 

The total amount of church property in 
Charleston is $1,502,592, of which the Episcopal- 
ians own $280,000; Catholics, $250,000; Presby- 
terians, $245,000; Lutherans, $232,000; Method- 
ists, $211,275, Baptists, $130,750; Congregation- 
alists, $31,000; Miscellaneous, $122,567. . 

` Sonth Dakota. l 

In this. new state we find church property 
emounting to $1,761,277. These denominations 
hold nearly all of it: : 


Vermont. 

Religious corporations in this state hold property 
valned at $4,643,800. These denominations own 
nearly all of it; 


Methodist. ........... $884,060 Presbyterian....... ` 162,840 weer ae MO 
eda abes » bese Reformed po 41,050 Congregationalist$1,318,100 Unitarian ............. $112, 500 : 
Baptist ............... 239,075 Evangelical Ass’n 20,450  Catholic............+. -866,400 Presbyterian ......... 50,400 


erty in Virginia $10,473,943. 
is divided among these sects: 


Baptist .............. $8,152,582 


1894. 947 
Methodist........... $765,650 Adventist.............. $35,900 
Baptist ............... 678,875 Spiritualist............ 98.250 
Prot. Ep scopal... 472 050 Independent Cong. 18,575 
Universalist ,...... 285,000 The Ohristians....... 800 


One denomination owns considerably more than 
one-fourth of above total, and five denomination 


own about forty-one forty-sixths. 


Virginia. 
The census makes the valuation of church prop- 
Nearly all this wealth 


Jewish Cong...........$87,500 


Methodist. .......... 2,910,858 Dunkards .............. 78,478 
Prot Episcopa’... 1,709,075 The Christians........ 00,100 
Presbyterian....... 1,284,501 United Brethren.... 65,940 
Oatholio., ............ 58,800 Reformed............. . 44,800 
Lutherat ..... ...... 844,915 Ger. Evan. Synod... 80,000 
Disciplesof Christ 240,999 Friends ................. 28,200 


One denomination owns about three-tenths of 


total amount, two denominations own something 
less than three-fifths, and five denominations own 
more than nine-tenths. 


In Richmond the total of church property is 


$1,476,150, of which the Baptists own $536.650; 
the Episcopalians. $308 000; Catholics, $157.000; 
Methodists, 
Lutherans, 
Norfolk, total. $623.443 ; Episcopalian, $181,000 ; 
Methodist, $172 900; Catholic, $100.000; Presby- 
terian, $69,500; Baptist, $68.343 ; Miscellaneous, 
$31,700 Total in two cities, $2,099,593. 


$146.800 ; 
$146.000. 


$153,500; Presbyterians, 
$28,000 ; Miscellaneous, 


Washington. 
Here we have church property valued at $2.408,- 


625. This wealth, with the exception of a small 
amount, is owned by the denominations named 
below: 

Methodist...... ...... .$7768,175 
Presbyterian.......... 805,875 


Lutheran................ $75,950 
Unitarian... ............. 
United Brethren 


Prot. Episcopal...... 242,800 Adventist .......... 20,750 
Baptist .................. 242,160 Evangelical Ase'n..... 14,900 
Catholic... 156,050 Reformed................ 11,410 


The law of Washington exempts from taxation 
churckes worth less than $5,000 One result of 
this was that, in Seattle, where some churches cost 
as much as $25,000 to $50,000 each, none were 
assessed as worth more than $5,000! .Can organ- 
izations which connive at such rascality justly claim 
exemption from taxation on the ground that they 
are the chief conservers of morality ? 

One denomination owns nearly one-third of the 
total amount, and five denominations own about 
nineteen twenty-fourths. . : 

The value of church property in Tacoma is given 
as $515,195 of which the Methodists own $114,900; 
the Presbyterians, $92.000; Episcopalians, $79,- 
500; Congregationalists, $65,700; Baptists, $60,- 
000; Lutherans. $32,000; Catholics, $20,000; 
Miscellaneous, $51,025. Seattle, total. $484,800 ; 
Methodist, $211.000; Episcopalian, $63.500; Con- 
gregationalist, $56 200; Baptist, $48,500; Presby- 
terian; $41,700: Lutheran, $16 400; Catholic, $15,- 
000; Miscellaneous, $32,500. Total in two cities, 
$999,925 

West Virginia. 
The property in the hands of. ecclesiastical cor- 


‘porations in this state is listed at $3,723,383. The 
wealthier denominations are these: 

Methodist ..........$1,450,448 DisciplesofChrist $92,292 
Presbyterian ...... 581,150 Ger. Evan. Prot.. 68,000 
Baptist ............... 552,865 Reformed........... 25,800 
Oatholic ............. 840,155 Dunkards........... 4,785. 
Prot. Episcopal... 270,087 Congregationalist 18,500 
United Bretbren. 140,645 Church of God.... 0,700 
Lutheran............ 118,525 Jewish Cong....... 9,0 


One denonimination owns nearly two-fifths and 
five denominations own approximately thirty-two 
thirty-sevenths. 

Church property in Wheeling amounts to $622,- 
200, of which the Methodists own $154,000; the 
Presbyterians, $137,000 ; Catholics, 112,000; Luth- 
erans, $61,000 ; Episcopalians, $53,800; Baptists, 
$10,000; Miscellaneous, $94,400. 

Wisconsin. 

The value of church property in the Badger state 
is $14,525,841. Most of this aggregation of tax- 
proof wealth is owned by the corporations named 
below: 


Catholic ............. Reformed............: $191,950 
Lutheran.... Ger. Evan. Synod. 182,700 
Methodist Jewish Cong........ . 112,000 
Con’gationalist.... 1,089,750 Universalist.......... 85,200 
Prot. Episcopal... 1,085,978 Adventist............. 40,975 
Presbyterian....... 1,004,855 United Brethren... 39,275 
Baptist ............... 64,570 Disciples of Christ. 30,800 
Evangelical Ass’n 355,100 Moravians ............ 27,900 
Unitarian........... 238,500 Spiritualist .......... 7, 


. One denomination owns more than one-third of 
total amount, and five denominations own nearly 
eleven-fourteenths. , 

The total value of untaxed ecclesiastical wealth 
is Milwaukee is $3,205,400, of which the Catholics 


‘own $891,200; the Lutherans, $653,700 ; Episco- 
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eight, and the Baptists and Lutheransin four each. 
This shows that the Catholic, Presbyterian, and 
Episcopal churches flourish most luxuriantly in 
the larger cities, while the Methodist and Baptist 
and, in a lesser degree, the Congregationalist, find 
amore nourishing soil in the towns and country. 
Inasmuch as urban population and wealth are in- 
creasing more rapidly than the rural, it is fairly safe 
to assume that the Catholic, Presbyterian, and 
Episcopal churches are destined to outstrip all 


palians, $493,700; Presbyterians, $302,500; Meth- 
odists, $225,500; Baptists, $200,800; Congrega- 
tionalists, $158,000 ; Jewish Congregations, $93,- 
000; Reformed, $24,500; Miscellaneous, $162,500. 
La Crosse, total, $405,700; Catholic, $163,800; 
Baptist, $46,100; Methodist, $42,500; Lutheran, 
$41,800 ; Presbyterian, $32,200 ; Congregationalist, 
$30,000; Episcopalian, $13,800; Miscellaneous, 
$36,000. Total in two cities, $3,611,100. 
Wyoming. 

Wyoming has within her borders church property 
to the value of $368,625. These are the leading 
denominations : 


This presents a great opportunity for these power- 


Oatholio................ $178,450 Congregationalist .... $44,550 | that the demand for the taxation of church posses- 
Methodist... .. 52,700 Baptist........... €— X 27,875 | sions has their unqualified indorsement. How 
Presbyterian.......... 52,250 Latter Day Saints.... 11,'700 quickly such a declaration now would raise them in 


One denomination owns nearly one-half of total By 
amount, and five denominations own more than 


thirty-five thirty-sevenths. 


the estimation of the “ great common people "! 


taut to wing a shaft of piercing criticism or right- 
eous denunciation. 

Following is a table giving the number of denom- 
inational groups and denominations in each state 
and territory: 


Canada. 

We do not hav at hand statistics of church prop- 
erty in the Dominion, except for Toronto. Secular 
Thought of March 17th condenses from the Toronto 
Evening Telegram a table of exemptions for that 


city. The total of. exempt church property is à (3 Ja „da 
$6,256,135. TERE ERRER 
Episcopalian.. ......$1,597,660 Congregationalist.. $211,523 228) a3 ERE 
Catholio............... 1,894,097 Salvation Army ..... 122 E os Bs 
Methodist.. .......... 1,189,409 Unitarian.............. 87,838 — 
Presbyterian........ 1,124,512 Jewish Cong.......... 17,995 | TIlinois................ '89 | 90 ||Conneocticut ......... . 22- | 87 
Baptist ................ 463,220 Miscellaneous........ 183,754 | Pennsylvania...... | 37 | 86 North Carolina....| 20 | 8 
Among other exempt properties are & number of | Ohio ................... 35 | 82 || Washington ...... „e| 21 | 88 
Young Men's Christian Association buildings, and New Tork nesssisiene 2 ue Dist. FA Oolumbia. Rl 4 
the item of $45,674 for public halls covers buildings | Tndiana .............| 88 | 79 |Louisiana ............) 18.| 87 
. “carried on as commercial speculations, and all | Kansas 88 | 77 ||Georgia ............... 19 | 85 
fraudulently claiming tax exemption as ‘religious’ | Iowa..................| 34 | 75 | Maine...............--. 22 | 81 
institutions." i Michigan. ............ 84 | 71 ||Alabama.............. 14 | 37 
Relativo Wealth of Denominations. st en ag Pa OT Horn erate do | en 
Comparing the denominations in the various wi bn M 
bp o E Minnesota... ..| 29 | 58 ||South Carolina....| 17 | 28 
states and territories and the District of Columbia, | Wisconsin... 27 | 60 |New Hampshire...| 20 | 24 
to determine their relative wealth, numerically | California ...... 80 | 53 ||Mississippi........... 12 | 80 
measured, we find that the Methodist group holds ag nM Hes: Delaware EE 
first place in twenty-five states, second place in fif- | Kentucky | 27 | 48 ||Indian Territory..| 12 | 19 
teen, third place in six, fourth place in three, and | Oregon ..............| 27 | 48 | Utah... 14 | 17 
fifth place in one; the Catholics hold first place in | Texas .................. 25 | 49 | Montana.............. 18 | 17 
twelve states, second place in fourteen, third place ees em HMIHH E 2 Me Saeed eene n n 
in two, fourth place in eight, and fifth place in| West Virginia....| 2 | 48 |New Mexico.......| 10 | 18 
eight; the Congregationalists hold first place in | Colorado............. 28 | 48 | Arizona 9 | 10 
five, third place in one, fourth place in four, and | Arkansas.............| 28 | 46 | Nevada................ 8,9 
fifth place in five; the Baptists hold first place in Pouk Dakota eA a 2 Alaska.............. 6| 6 
four, second place in nine, third place in seven, | 22998 -P3D8----—- 
fourth place in nine, and fifth place in thirteen; the Conclusion, 


Presbyterians hold first place in two, second place 
in seven, third place in twenty, fourth place in ten, 
and fifth place in two; the Episcopalians hold first 
place in one, second place in two, third place in 
nine, fourth place in thirtecn, and fifth place in 
nine; the Latter Day Saints hold first place in one, 
and third place in two; the Russian Orthodox 
church holds first place in one; the Lutherans 
hold second place in two, third place in two, fourth 
place in one, and fifth place in four; the -Disciples 
of Christ hold fifth place in three. the Unitarians 
fifth place in two, and the Universalists fifth place 
in one. 

. To put it in another way: The Methodists hold 
first place twenty-five times; the Catholics, twelve; 
the Congregationalists, five; the Baptists, four ; the 
Presbyterians, two; the Episcopalians, Russian Or- 
thodox, and Latter Day Saints, once each. The 
Methodists hold second place fifteen times; the 
Catholics fourteen; the Baptists, nine ; the Presby- 
terians, seven; the Episcopalians and Lutherans, 

_twice each. The Presbyterians hold third place 
twenty times; the Episcopalians, eight; the Bap- 
tists, seven; the Methodists, six; the Catholics, 
Lutherans, and Latter Day Saints, twice each; the 
Congregationalists, once. The Episcopalians hold 
fourth place thirteen times; the Presbyterians, ten; 
the Baptists, nine; the Catholics, eight; the Con- 
gregationalists, four; the Methodists, three; the 
Lutherans, once. The Baptists occupy fifth place 
thirteen times ; the Episcopalians, nine; the Catho- 
lica, eight; the Congregationalists, five; the Luther- 
ans, four; the Disciples of Christ, three; the Pres- 
byterians and Unitarians, twice each; the Method- 
ists and Universalists, once each. 

Leading Urban and Rural Denominations. 

Comparing the statistics of the states with those 
of the cities to determine the relative standing of 
the leading denominational groups, an interesting 
fact is brought to light. In the fifty-one states, 
territories, and the District of Columbia the Meth- 
odist group leads, being the wealthiest in twenty- 
five, while the Catholic is wealthiest in only 
twelve, the Congregationalist in five, the Baptist 

-in four, Presbyterian in two, and the Episco- 
palian in one. In the one hundred and twenty- 
four cities of the first, second, and third classes in 
the United States the Catholics lead in fifty-five, 
the Methodists in twenty-eight, Presbyterians in 
fifteen, Congregationalists in nine, Episcopalians in 


It is argued in defense of the exemption of church 
property from taxation that such property is non- 
productive. In answer to this, it has been shown 
that it is not wholly unproductive—that, in fact, 
much church property is very productive. But, if 
all church wealth was entirely infertile, its exemp- 
tion from taxation because of that non-productivity 
‘would logically and justly necessitate the exemption 
of a vast amount of other wealth which is likewise 
non-productive. k 

Because the church is largely supported by gifts 
it is urged that it. should not be taxed. In re- 
ply it has been asked why the son whose 
father has given a portion of his fortune to the 
church, instead of to the son, should be fined for the 
support of the church his father has enriched, as he 
is fined by the withdrawal of the legacy from the 
list of taxable property. And who would say that 
the property which one individual had received by 
gift from another should not be taxed? The 
church receives the benefits of the gift, and 
should, in equity, pay for its protection. - 


great moral influence, and therefore should be ex- 
empt from taxation, it has been answered that 
justice is fundamental to all morality, and that the 
organization which refuses to pay its debts cannot 
exert a good influence, no matter what its teachings 
may be; that the demand is made for the taxation 
of the property of the churches, not of their moral 
influence; that when the church, by the exemption 
of her property from taxation, compels unbelievers 
to contribute to her support, she exerts a distinctly 
immoral influence, because she violates the Consti- 
tution by eftecting a union of church and state; 
that the argument of “moral influence ” would re- 
lieve from the payment of taxes every: man whose 
property serves a useful purpose, and that the 
moral influence of Christians is greatly lessened by 
their refusal to bear their share, as church mem- 
bers, of the public burdens. 

When it is urged that a handsome church en- 
hances the value of adjacent property and there- 
fore it should not pay taxes, it is sufficient to show 
that sometimes churches depreciate the value of 
property in their neighborhood, and even if they 
always increased it such fact would not justify their 
exemption, for the same effect produced by the 
erection of a beautiful residence or a business 
block would, by a parity of reasoning, put the resi- 


other churches in the accumulation of property. |. 


ful denominations to step to the front and declare 


doing this they would relax many a bowstring drawn 


In answer to the claim that churches exert a. 


dence and the business block on the free list. 

Church property should be taxed because its 
exemption interferes with religious liberty by com- 
pelling the minority to pay taxes for the propaga- 
tion of the theological opinions of the majority, the 
exemption of ecclesiastical property from taxation 
being, in effect, the voting of a sum out of the 
treasury of -the state for the support of. certain 
beliefs about. matters concerning which it is impos- 
sible for all the people to think alike. E 

Exemption.of church property from taxation is . 
unjust, because it is not equal, uniform, and impar- 
tial Those who use churches should pay for them. 

Exemption of church property from taxation is 
dangerous. It tends to. build up monopolies, 
fetters business and industry, encourages and re- 
wards polite pauperism, makes the priesthood arro- 
gant, dictatorial, and venal, and leads ultimately 
and inevitably to conflict and confiscation, if not to 
war with all its horrors. The examples of. France, 
Italy, and Mexico should warn in time the people | 
of the United States.. And on our northern border 
is Quebec, in many municipalities of which half or 
more of the property is exempt from taxation. 

It should be understood by all law-makers. that 
there is no good reason for exempting from tax- 
ation any portion of the property of the: Young 
Men’s Christian Association. Such exemption is.a 
gross outrage. upon the tax-paying public. Every 


9 | argument against the exemption of church property 


of course includes in its. scope all favoritism toward 
wealth owned by the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciations, Epworth Leagues, Young People’s. So- 
cieties of Christian Endeavor, Women’s .Christian 
Temperance Unions, and other similar organiza- 
tions. - The principle of equality of citizens’ rights 
cannot, under any circumstances, be legitimately 
used to justify or even. excuse the exemption of 


-| the property of these societies from taxation. 


This plea for equal justice to all the people may - 
well be brought to.a close with these words from 
the pen of the author of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, Thomas Jefferson : 

It is wicked and tyrannical to compel any man 
to support a religion in which he does not believe. 

See ae a 


To New York Liberals. 

While the Constitutional Convention of New 
York is of national importance, so far as Free- 
thought is concerned, and all should: aid in the 
work to be accomplished there, yet the Liberals of . 
New York hav & special interest, and upon' them 
must devolve mainly the raising of the necessary 
means for securing the end we hav in view—namely, 
the non.exemption of church property from taxa- 
tion. It is not best to scatter our fire. So far as 
Sunday laws are concerned, that matter will rest 
mainly with the legislatures anyway; but the 
question of the exemption of property from taxation 
should be taken out of the hands of the legislature. . 
This body should not hav the power to exempt. - 
The Constitution should settle this question on the 
basis of impartial taxation. And that is what we 
shall try to do—to so change the Constitution as it 
now is as to prevent forever the exercise by the 
legislature of this unjust and dangerous power of 
exemption. If we can do this, a very important 
victory will be won. We may not succeed; but at 
any rate, as Freethinkers, ibis our duty to try. ` If 
we do not try, we certainly shall not win. If we do 
not win, we can create an agitation, and put forth 
means of education that will enable us to win 
hereafter. The question of church taxation is 
the most important political question before 
Liberals to-day, and itis time to put forth every 
effort in this direction. I hope that New York 
Liberals will contribute generously. We want to 
distribute the pamphlet on “Church Property.” 
Send directly to the Truth Seeker Company. All 
receipts will be acknowledged. Do not delay. 

. S. P. Purnam, Pres. F. F. of A. 


4 © Donations to the Freethought Federation. 
Stephen Brewer.........¢1 00 Mrs.M.Y.B.Humphrey$ B 
5 


Mrs. N Pefferle......... 1 00 Miss May B. Young... 

Geo. E. Andruss ........ 9 00 John Grovon............. 1 00 
F. S. & Ruth Brettel... 2 00 Dr. E N Ogden........ 1 00 
H. L. Wilson............. 00 Jos. Remittard.,......... 1 00 
Mrs. M. M. Tarbell.... 5 00 W. A. Bogard ............ 1 00 
Arthur H. Jackson..... 100 Z. T. Bogard............. 1 00 
J. R. DeGalley........... 2 00 E. W. Rodes.............. 1 00 
Jacob Polak............... 5 00 R. T. Oakley.............. 25 
Geo. Larson............... 8 00 T. M. Oakley........... ` 25 
J. & O. Plummer........ 200 Wm. T. Cross... .. 25 
A. CO. Lake ................ 1 00 Jno. Bogard.. .. 50 
Jonathan Wells.......... 1 00 Rufus Mays.. 25 
S. L. Babbitt, M. 125 Jos Mays...... 50 
H. F. Young........ ... 50 Mrs. Charlotte Palm... 1 50 
Mrs. H. F. Young....... 50 Wm. J. Fox............ » 100 


E. C. Rziogwarp, Treas. 
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Observations. 


When the religious statistics of the. Washington 


prisons were taken a few years ago, one Infidel. was 
found. among the convicts. Some of the Free- 
thinkers took. the. trouble to investigate the case, 
and discovered that the man’s “crime ” was selling 


a bottle of whisky to an -Indian—an ‘offense which: |- 
must be one of frequent occurrence, as, during my: 
residence in that state, I observed that the siwash 


with coin to pay for it could acquire a jag that 
would satisfy any white man. There is now a second 
Infidel in the Washington penitentiary. He is 
C. F. Blackburn, a long-time reader of Tax Trura 
Suexer, an earnest worker, and an enthusiastic 
writer and talker. Mr. Blackburn got there by 
writing a postal card. In Seattle, where he lived, 
there is a disreputable gang of politicians, with an 
unscrupulous newspaper organ; and these together 
run the affairs of the city and state in whatever man- 
ner is, most remunerativ to them personally. Be- 
sides being an Atheist, Mr. Blackburn is a Populist 


and a free silver man, in which varied capacities he. 


incurred the enmity of the newspaper organ above 
alluded: to, and it slandered him freely. Its editor 
declined. to publish his replies, and so, desiring 
that others should know his opinion of that merce- 


nary individual, Blackburn took to writing him 


postal cards; When the paper made a crack at him 
one day; the editor got a card. the next. Black- 
burn knew there was a law against abusing any- 
body through the mails, and when especially 
worked up he sent his cards by a messenger boy. 
But it appears that on one occasion either the boy 
or the editor posted the card, for Blackburn was 
arrested for going contrary to the statute, tried and 
convicted, sent to the penitentiary, and fined $500 
with costs of court. I hav not learned what he 
wrote on the card, but I presume he told as near 
the truth as his knowledge of the facts and his com- 
mand.of language would permit. 
jority of the readers of the newspaper concerned 
would admit that its editor could be slandered, as 
it was not known that he had ever stolen a horse or 
been guilty of beach-combing ; but that was foreign 
to the matter at issue. The Holy Ghost, which is 
the third person of the trinity with Comstock and 
the postmaster-general, had been sinned against, 
and Blackburn was railroaded off to that station 
where passengers change clothes for the peniten- 
tiary and enjoy long periods for refreshments. 

It will be seen that Mr. Blackburn has been in- 
discreet, and is now paying for it. Although a 
mining man, it was obviously his duty to view with 
equanimity the ruin of his business through the 
destruction of the silver industry, in which the 
paper assisted. Although an Atheist, he should 
without protest hav gone to the limbo of cranks 
to which other Freethinkers were consigned by 
the same authority. 
was not his business to object to being called “an 
Anarchist of the worst stamp,” and, although a citi- 
zen and a taxpayer, he should hav resigned his right 
to use the mails, and never said a word. Finally, 
when landed in the penitentiary, his family broken 
up, his character maligned, his property forfeited. 
and himself penniless, where does his kick come in ? 
Are not the politicians the saints, from the haloed 
Governor McGraw up to Henchman Denny O'Brien, 
and has he not oftended their organ, the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer? Above all, did he not buy a 
Card. did he not hav the impudence to write thereon 
Words,.and did not the same pass through the 
Mails, and should not every honest man so doing 
rejoice to be in jail while the gang who procured 
his conviction are at large? What are laws for ex- 
cept to protect those who profit by enforcing them ? 
What is the use of roaring? In the solitude of his 
cell Mr. Blackburn will hav an opportunity to reflect 
upon these matters, and the next time he attends a 
Fourth of July demonstration he will understand 
what the orators mean when they allude to Amer- 
ican liberty. 

Meanwhile I. should like to be told by what 
method the writing and mailing of a postal card 
can be stretched into an offense worthy to be pun- 
ished by a year’s imprisonment and financial ruin. 
The enormity of maintaining and enforcing such a 
law is greater than any crime that could by any 
possibility be committed in violation of it. 


Mohammed Charles Chilton Moore, of Lexington, 
Ky., has been indicted for blasphemy, charged with 
using these words among others: 

I say that Jesus Christ was a man exactly like I am, 
and had a father and mother exactly like I had. 

It may be fortunate for Moore that no worse 
charge has been brought against him; for blas- 
phemy is & peccadillo compared with his repeated 
cri nes against English grammar. His abduction of 
the adverb “like,” which he holds in duress and 


Probably a ma- 


Although a Populist, it 


upon which he imposes the duties of a conjunction, 
is a rather more serious.offense than to impeach, as 


‘he does, the vigor of the Holy Ghost. Mohammed 
Charles! the phrase “ like I am” or “like I had " is 


indictable in all the courts of letters. 
am” and “as I had," Moey, old boy. 
The above Moore prints an ironical item to the 
effect that-an important witness has been found in 
the Breckinridge case—namely, the man who drove 
the.carriage and heard the defendant's cries for 
help when the plaintiff assaulted him. Moore and 
other Prohibitionists should hasten to find a simi- 
lar witness in their own behalf—some person who 
has seen the liquor-seller assaulting the citizen and 
pouring his wares down the latter’s throat, or heard 
the citizen’s calla for assistance. Such a witness’s 
testimony might impart some substance to what the 
Hon. David Overmyer so. accurately describes as the 
hollow and vapid sophism of Prohibition. 


Say “as I 


Last Sunday evening, at Hackensack, N. J., Miss 
Belle Shiels was singing the hymn, “ Jesus, Lover 
of my Soul,” and had just uttered the words, “ Let 
me to thy bosom fly,” when a boy pointed a gun at 
her, it was discharged, and she flew. Death was 
instantaneous. 

. Dear Lord, instead of crushing this young bud, 

On whom thy hand hath fallen to destroy, 


Oh, why not, with & dull and sickening thud. 
Let drop a brick on that blamed idiot boy? 


J. K. Ingalls, of Glenora, N. Y., advises 
follows: ; 
While agreeing with you mainly, in your criticism of 
Gen. Trumbull on ** The Legal Tender System," in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of April 7th, I think you not quite exact 
in saying that under enforcement of debt contracts ‘‘a 
legal tender for the discharge of such contracts would 
‘appear to be positivly necessary." In the absence of a 
legal tender money there: need be no forced sale, the 
creditor taking any property he might find free from ex- 
emption at the market price, or at-a price determined by 
the court or by the jury rendering the verdict for recov- 
ery. The price would hav to be made, of course, in terms 
of current money, but this would be quite different from 
compelling. the debtor to first part with his assets at 
forced sale and then purchase legal tender, at whatever 
premium, to pay his debt with. Our nation sold its 
property for 506. or 60c. dollars, and then bought gold, 
legal tender, at 100c., to pay billions of debt, after the 
war. 

‘Beyond dispute, the legal enforcement of private 
contracts is an insidious enemy of prosperity. It 
should hav been abolished along with imprisonment 
for debt, of which barbarity it is a twin; but I am 
not quite clear as to Mr. Ingalls’s meaning when he 
speaks of the purchase of. legal tender for the pay- 
ment of debt. A debtor compelled to part with his 
assets at forced sale must hav the same claim to re- 
ceive legal tender as the proceeds of the sale that the 
creditor who sells him out has to receive legal tender 
in payment of the original obligation, and would 
not, then, be obliged to purchase any. All money 
issued under the sanction of the government, or 
none at all, should be alegal tender. . Mr. Ingalls’s 
proposed substitute for the forced sale seems to me 


a beneficent one. 


me a8 


"The American Eagle, & Kansas paper, looks 
from its eyrie upon the Commonweal Army of 
Coxey, and-emits this warning screech: 

Heretofore we hay not mentioned Coxey’s army, as we 
considered it in the light as a freak of a lunatic. Con- 
sidering the increasing additions to the army we think it 
is time the matter was investigated. Should it turn out 
to be a Jesuitical scheme we mav expect a bloody time. 
Tf so, their real object will be kept from the general 
public until they can surround our storehouses of arms 
and amunition of war and seize the same. Should there 
be anything of the kind contemplated we may expect that 
Rome will turn out her seven hundred thousand armed 
men Which they havin the United States ready for an 
emergency. l 

There should be an investigation sure enough, 
but it ought to be made by a commission de lunatico 
inquirendo, extending its research to the editorial 
rooms of a few A. P. A. papers, the conductors. of 
which are either lunatics, or sane persons who 
imagin they are dealing with a constituency that 
has no sense. As fantastic liars and all-round 
illusionists these editors form a distinct religious 
sect, their fetiches being the Bible and a handful of 
American mud. They also hav a distinct system of 
demonology, with the pope as archfiend and all 
Catholics as imps. As the poor Indian with un- 
tutored mind sees God in clouds and hears him in 
the wind, so the Apaist recognizes everywhere the 
presence of his’.malign spirits. They assassinated 
Lincoln, actuated the Confederacy, brought on 


hard times, struck Billy Patterson, invented ap- 


pendicitis, and hav now inspired Coxey to organize 
the Commonweal Army and seize the country. As 
writers of current history of the Romish church, 
the Apaists find rivals nowhere except among the 
Catholic writers of its record in the past, and there 


is no truth in either of them. Being opposed to 


Roman Catholicism, the American Protectiv Asso- 
ciation necessarily does some good; for example, it is 
making the Democratic party very sick of its coalition 
with that church ; but & propaganda founded on re- 
ligious prejudices, falsification of history, and misrep- 
resentation of current facts will prove so prolific in 
its evil results that the good it does will not be 
conspicuous when the balance is struck. I feel 
safe in making the prophecy that the unknown 
“Smith” in Coxey's brigade will not be revealed as 
Pope Leo in disguise. , 


A rev. gent. named Brevard D. Sinclair, Boston, 
Mass., sends out a book entitled “The Crowning 
Sin of the Age,” which sin is defined as the “ per- 
version of marriage.” Mr. Sinclar views with alarm 
the lack of fecundity in modern New England 
families, especially among adherents of the Prot- 
estant churches. There are marriages enough, and 
he does not deny either the benevolence of New 
England wives or the devotion of New England 
husbands; but he decries with a loud voice the 
prevalent shirking of parental obligations, because 
of which our foreign and Roman Catholic popula- 
tion is fast gaining upon the descendants of the 
Puritans. He declares that it is incumbent on 
every married couple to rear at least four children, 
and repeats the old lies that ** God never created a 
‘mouth without food to. fill it,” and “ creates cover- 
ing for every body which he has made.” A young 
man on slender pay, who asks‘ his advice about 
marrying and raising children, is rebuked for “lust 
of money,” end told to go ahead and “do his duty 
manfully." He speaks highly of the Catholic church, 
which encourages the free and unlimited coinage of 
infants. It is, in fact, a mortal sin for a Roman 
Catholic individual to divert in any manner the 
course of nature in this respect, such an act being 
regarded by the priests as a more heinous offense 
than taking life in its maturity. A physician testi- 
fies that prenatal infanticide is unknown among 
Catholics ; but the fact that the majority of post- 
natal homicides are committed by adherents of that 
religion is not cited, as it ought to be in considering 
a question like this; for so long as the most pro- 
lific races furnish the largest percentage of crimi- 
nals, there would seem to be an argument against 
over exertion on the part of such parenta. 

Mr. Sinclair denies that the size of families is in 
any way & practical question. Marriage, as he views 
it, is a sacrament, and God has placed no limit on 
its numerical results. He illustrates the well-known 
proposition that on matters pertaining to this 
world clergymen are the worst possible advisers, 
but even as a theologian he should not counsel 
prodigality of thé multiplying faculty. He must 
know that the more people there are born. the more 
will be damned. 


Thanks, George, awfally. You might hav hit us 
harder. We expected it. Perhaps you hav long since 
learned that it is very easy to make a mistake. Wise men 
are apt to realize this.—Ernest Mendum, in the Investi- 
gator. : 

Nothing could be more graceful or less permeated 
with error Mistakes are, indeed, accomplished 
with extreme facility. Moses made them, and even 
Homer sometimes calked himself. 


Iam under obligations to R. F. Grigsby, Edge- 
worth, J. K. Ingalle, and others for valuable sug- 
gestions on matters under discussion. Though 
some of the suggestions made for my benefit may 
apparently fall on barren ground, yet I thank all 
who hav thus generously endeavored to develop my 
mental resources. Gro. E. MACDONALD. 


a nc 
COLONEL ĪNGERSOLL lectures in Brooklyn on Sunday, 
April 22d. 


S. P. Purnam lectures before the Brooklyn Philosoph- 
ical Association, May 18th. ; 


Tux Liberal Clubh d the honor of listening, last Friday, 
to a lecture by Judge Noah Davis, on ** Women as Citi- 
zens Essential to American Institutions.” It was an able, 
thorough, and brilliant address, and the cause of woman 
suffrage was strongly advocated by the genial judge. 


Last Sunday night at the Star Theater a crowded 
house greeted Colonel Ingersoll’s last appearance in 
New York this season. ‘‘ What Must We do to Be 
Saved?” was the lecture; and it was delivered in his best 
style, the many witty sayings Causing much laughter, 
and his eloquence at times bringing great applause. The 
many points scored against the creeds, especially that of 
the Catholic church, was enjoyed heartily by the enthusi- 
astic audience. Many were turned away for want of room, 


One of the most interesting talks the Brooklyn Philo- 
sophbical Association has had the pleasure of listening to 
this season, was by Henry Bird, of Newark, Jast Sunday, 
when he spoke on ** Evolution in Form and Color in the 
Vegetable World." He brought specimens by which to 
show how one plant may differentiate into two or three 
kinds; also different colored roses, showing how a rose of 
one eolor may produce two or three roses of as many 
colors. The remarks made were listened to apreciativly 
and the specimens thoroughly examined, 
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betters of (Ririends. 


Priesteraft Destruetiv of Liberty. 
Lcoun, N. M., March 18, 1894. 

. Mg. Eprtor: Inclosed please find peti. 
tion against the God-in-the-Constitution 
amendment, Also $10 to aid Mr. Putnam 
and Mr. Heston in their grand work. You 
will please divide this money equally be- 
tween them. 

I will giv you the names of the parties 
who contributed the inclosed amount: Nat. 
Moore, Nogal, New Mexico, $4; R. M 
Hopper, Fort Stanton. N. M., $2; J. N. 
Coe, Fort Stanton, N. M., $2; S. T. 
Gray, $2; total, $10. 

Ihope Mr. Putnam will suceeed in de- 
feating the God-in-the-Constitation reso- 
lution. If we allow priesteraft to reign 
over our government we will soon be de- 
prived of our liberty. S. T. Gray 


What! Only Two Churches 7 
Leontpas, Miron., March 30, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $6.20, for 
which please send Tux Troura SEEKER, 
“Right Living," ‘‘Thumbscrew and 
Rack,” and ** Ohurch and Freethought.” 

We have two churches in this little 
place, and both seem to hav reached a 
standstill, if they are not on a decline It 
has been four years since either has had a 
revival, and the last one drew but thirteen 
into the fold, twelve of whom were 
women, 

A general stagnation of business has pre- 
vailed in this vicinity for some time, owing 
to the extreme low price of produce. 
What we seem to want is more money in 
business and less in bonds. Wishing you 
and Tue Trura SEEKER all possible suc- 
cees, I remain 

Yours truly, 


The Old Question About Cain’s Wife. 
Tnwaco, Wasu., March 9, 1894. 

Me. Eprrog: In Tug TRUTH SEEKER I 
came across an article written by ‘‘A. J.,” 
and I will say that it is the best piece I 
hav ever seen in the paper. There are 
some preachers that are not Sundav beg 
gars. We hav a preacher here who is a 
nice man; his name is McKay; he takes 
only what you giv him, and he will divide 
with the poor. Some persons say there 
' was no need of a flood in the United States, 
as there were no inhabitants to drown. 

The Christians want to hav the Bible in 
the schools. It will teach murder, rob- 
bery, cannibalism, and lying and cheating, 
as all of that is in the Bible. If any per- 
son does not believe it let him read the 
Bible and he will find it. The Bible says 
Adam and Eve were the first man and 
woman, and they had two sons, Cain and 
Abel, and Cain had a mark put on him, 
and he went to another land and got a 
wife. Now, where did that woman come 
from, if Eve was the only woman? 

The preachers say, ‘‘Giv your soul to 
God, or you will go to hell?” Cau anybody 
tell where hell is? Hell is on earth aud 
nowhere else; when you hav plenty of 
everything you want and good health you 
are in heaven. But when you are sick all 
the time and starving and suffering, then 
you are in hell, and that is all the hell 
there is. M. O. 


_ It Tells of Men aud Women. 
Fortress Monror, Va., March 28, 1894. 

Mr. Enprror: Please find inclosed $5, 
for which I expect to get one of the grand- 
est books that this or any other age ever 
produced, and I will be very proud of 
seeing my name enrolled in it—I, mean 8. 
P. Putnam’s ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Fresthought.” 

. I am sure that everybody who has heard 
Mr Putnam lecture or read any of his 
former books will agree with me that he is 
oue of the ablest champions of Free- 
thought sud well worthy of being the 
author of a book which will, I hope, iu a 
few years, gain entrance t^ the home of 
every Freethinker in the country, because 
it will deal with facts and tell us.of men 
and women worthy of our respect, love, 
and esteem, and not of mythical, blood- 
thirsty gods, murderers, thieves, and 
adulterers, as the Bible does. 

Every Freethinker in the country ought 
to subscribe for it at once, especially as 
you offer your splendid journal for half 
price in conjunction with it, and I must 


D. Minparp. 


| priests, preachers, evangelists, 
ealled, are supported in idleness, and a 
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nents—ignorance and superstition — as 
boldly and effectually as ever, and I sin- 
cerely hope that you and all the other 
brave champions of liberty will liv long 
enough to see your efforts crowned with 
‘every success. With best wishes for the 
final triumph of Freethought, I remain, . 
Yours for liberty, Ww. WEst. 


Putnam's Press and Platform. 
` ELSINORE, OAL., March 23, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Whenever any of my 
brother or sister lecturers propose prac- 
tical measures and do radical work, I for 
one take great pleasure in commending, 
even more than in the exercise—so exhil- 
aratine— of all-around criticism. of which 
nearly all Freethinkers are passionately 
fond and Christiaus generally hate. 

Brother Putnam declares a very import- 
ant fact which Underwood, Chase, Hull, 
York, Bowman, Ravlin, myself, aud 
many others, hav for years endeavored to 
actualize, namely, ‘‘It takes about six 
lectures to thoroughly arouse a commu- 
nity, and it takes that number of lectures 
to adequately explain Freethought iu its 
relations to life, philosophy, science, 
politics, and human happiness and prog- 
ress.” Not ‘‘adequately,” Brother Put- 
nam, only partially. The field is immense, 
the laborers few. A single lecture can 
not ‘‘ thoroughly arouse a community.” 
Brother Putnam sees this clearly, Inger- 
soll makes his influence felt mightily in 
one lecture ‘‘left blooming alone.” But 
let him remain in each city at least one 
week and giva lecture each night, matinee 
Saturday afternoon, and two sermous on 
‘‘Lord’s day." He would deepen his 
impressions, ‘‘convict and convert" 
nearly the entire community. That would 
make thorough work as far as he went; 
but even a week is insufficient to crowd in 
his scores of lectures. 

Is some one saying, ** No one city could 
aftord to p y $1 admission every night for 
six or eight nights, and the attendance 
would dwindle" ? People do, however, 
patronize the theater with large admission 
fees for months together, and is not the 
colonel more entertaining and fully as in- 
structiv as a first-class theater? 

Rev. Sam Jones has ‘‘ evangelized " two 
weeks and mor? at a time in several cities; 
three, s metimes four ‘‘sermons” daily. 
True, they were free, ostensibly, but actu- 
ally costly. 

No truer words than these of Putnam’s 
can be expressed: '*A long and hard bat- 
tle is before us for humau rights,” and is 
he not correct in saying, '* Wherever 
there is a handful of Freethinkers, they 
should do something.” 

And, as he says, ‘‘ The platform and the 
press must work together in this great en- 


.Xerprise." 


I hav noticed for several years that the 
Freethought family that does not snbscribe 
for. and ‘receive regularly, one or more 
Liberal publications, soon becomes cold, 
apathetic, and the younger members 
drift into some fashionable church. This 
mockery has been kept up for a genera- 
tion, and the Christian religion, with all 
its absurdities, gaily bedecked in the most 
ridiculous notions ever concocted, proudly 
walks through the world the most fashion 
able, useless, pernicious thing in it. What 
there is about the Christian religion to 
attract any sensible person is & worse puz- 
zle than the Chinese ever invented. But 
when the children of Frecthinkers join the 
ehurch—O ye gods! how the ‘‘angels” 
must laugh till they grow red in the face 

S^arch out the cause and you will dis- 
cover that the parents never subscribed 
for a Freethought paper! This shot will 
hit nine out of ten. . W. F. JAMIESON. 


Looking for a Job Under Kiug Jesus. 
Oxint, TEx., March 16, 1894 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 for re- 

newal of subscription. I am rejoiced to 

see the splendid. resistance Tax TRUTH 


Szexer is making to the diabolical designs: 


of the self styled National Reform Associa- 
tion. To therational mind what a pitiable 
spectacle this boastful free country pre- 
sents! A mongrel population of sixty five 
millions, most of whom are the victims of 
ignorance and superstition, by means of 
which some two hundred thousand holy 
etc., so 


thousand million dollars of property goes 
untaxed as belonging to a non-resident by 
the name of God, while his poverty- 
stricken followers hav to support this 
extravagant government which Mr. Cleve- 
land, in his inaugural,.said God is running 
for his own glory. Then why don’t he 


pay the expenses of it and the pension roll?. 


I said that the sky-pilots were idlers. No, 
they are not wholly so. As a rule, what 
time they are not visiting and gossiping 
with the women they are engaged in try- 
ing to auction off corner lots in the city of 
the New Jerusalèm and ‘‘ mansions in the 
Skies" on the installment plan. 
poor fool thinks he can read his title clear 
thereto after having paid the cash here, 
but I am thinking he will hav a hard time 
getting possession of the prem'ses. Aud 
now the two hundred thousand or there- 
about want to amend the Constitution so 
as to make Jesus king of the United 
States, and they aud their successors to 
hold all the offices and make the laws. 
Poor George Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson and other men of that bad stamp 
left God out of the Constitution, wherefor 
they must hav been in hell all this time. 
But things are better now. We hav a 
pious president who kuows all about God. 
Then, too, we hav a pious Congress. It is 
true that in the last thirty years it has 
legislated half the weslth of the conntry 
into the possession of some twenty-five 
thousand plutocrats, but that is a small 
affair when we consider what it did for 
God in voting to close the World’s Fair on 
Sundays. Now. Mr. Editor, b tween us, 
don't you think it best for us to get 
**powerfully converted" and join this 
great holiness party, seeing how fast they 
are gaining power? If we do this in time 
we may get a fat office under. King Jesus; 
if not, we can at least get lucrativ employ- 
ment soon as they reéstablish the Holy 
Inquisition, such 8s chief engineer of the 
improved racking machine, twister of the 
thumbscrew, adjuster of the iron boot, or 
something of the kind. 

S Q. Ersermeas. 


** Survival of Fittest??—Adaptability to 
Environment. 
Boisrort, Wasn., March, 10, 1894. . 

Ms. Epnrron: Inclosed find $7.00. Mon- 
ey is almost impossible to get hold of, and 
through the lies, treachery, and persecu- 
tions of the godly pious I hav been reduced 
almost to penury. The Methodists hav 
been holding a revival here and hav not 
even warmed up the old backsliders, and I 
am blamed for their whole failure. They 
say that my influence has been the cause 
of their not getting converts. This ele- 
vates me, to think that I hav more power 
than their God, Jesus, and whole force 
combined, 

Here is a specimen of their methods of 
making hypocrits. An eleven year-old 
child said to the hired-man one day: 
‘Well, Jim, I hav got to go up to that 
G—d d—d altar just to please ma ” Hun- 
dreds of prayers hav been offered up for 
my conversion, but I don’t convert ; and 
lastly the preachers and all the shining 
lights prayed to God to move me off the 
earth, but they hav not the faith of a grain 
of mustard seed, for I still liv. I happened 
to be in conversation with & gentleman 
ab ut the American Protectiv Association, 
when a good pious brother broke in with 
these words: "I am going to join that 
association the first chance I get; and 
Boyd, you don't believe the Bible, but 
we'll show you, we'll carry the next elec- 
tion, and then we'll put the Bible in the 
public schools and keep it there with the 
bayonet.” Now this, I am satisfied, 
emanated from the preacher, and shows 
what they are aiming at. When they 
put the Bible in the public schools 
wi h the bayonet, the next, step will be to 
stop all Sunday papers ‘‘ with the bayonet;” 
they will close all places of amusement 
** with the bayonet;” stop all Sunday trains 
and travel ‘‘with the bayon-t;” drive 
all the people to their God-houses and to 
the mourners’ bench ‘‘ with the bayonet;” 
consequently force all the people to become 
as big hypocrits as they are themselvs; 
honesty, truth, and reason will then be be- 
low par, and hypocrisy, deceit, lies, treach- 
ery, slander, blood, and murder will be at 
a premium, and the one that does the most 
of it will get the chromo, 

To bear false witness seems to be a 


Many a. 


ES RE A SEAR TS at PSS NN 
| admit that your paper is fighting its oppo- 


Christian virtue; we hear the sky-pilota 
shout many things from the pulpit that we- 
know to be positivly false; for instance, 

they soap their dupes very much with this: 

‘Infidels are trying to destroy the Bible 
and giv us nothing, absolutely nothing, in 
place of it,” and the poor deluded people 
believe it, yet we know it to be an absolute 
falsehood. But then, from the first intro. 
duction of Christianity into the world, it 
has been commendable.to.lie and: deceive, 

When St. Paul was caught in his lies, he 
exclaimed, ‘‘If the truth of- God hath 
more abounded through my lie, why am I 
yet called a sinner?” And again, "being 
crafty I caught you with guile.” Even in 

the master’s time there were liars and 
hypocrits, and he condemned them thusly: 
“O ye scribes and hypocrits, ye compass ` 
ses snd land to make one proselyte, and 
when he is made he is two-fold more the 
child of hell than yourselvs. Ye devour 
widows’ houses and, for a pretense, make ` 
long prayers, therefore, ye shall receive: 
the greater damnation. Ye are likened to 

whited sepulchers,” etc. Now we hay 

more. than one hundred thousand priests 

and preachers in the United States, and - 
many of them will tell the most unseru- 

pulous lies and call them truths, to catch 

8 convert ‘‘ with guile,” or fill their pack- 

ets with riches, which Christ most emphat- 

ically forbade. 

Many intelligent people are beginning 
to see the horribleness of Christian can 
nibalism—for Christians eat their Jesus 
and drink his blood, and call it sweet— 
they would rather hav the love of human- 
ity shed abroad in their hearts, than the 
love of God, for the love of God is noth- 
ing but & mass of treachery, hatred, and 
revenge, from one end of the God-book to 
the other. 

I like Otto Wettstein’s sentiments, but 
think he is a little off on **the survival of 
the fittest,” for it really seems that it is 
the ‘‘survival” of the biggest selfish 
hog. There are many persons here who 
hav evoluted out of Christianity, but are 
moral and mental cowards; they dare not 
express their true sentiments for fear of 
the hatred of the good Christians '* who 
love their enemies." Tf I had the wealth 
of a Gould or Vanderbilt, it would all go 
to propagate Freethought. | I find that the 
thinkers are generslly not very well fixed 
in this world’s goods, and this givs the 
godly pious a large advantage in trying to 
get God intn the Constitution. May truth, 
liberty, aud justice prevail. 

G. A. Boyn. 


The Gospel of Divine Right. 
New Oamprra, Kan., March 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: The following was uttered 
in a speech by the Hon. David Overmyer, 
of Topeka, in the great quadrangular de- 
bate at Salina, Kan., in December, 1893. 


PHOHIBITION RESTS ON DIVINE RIGHT. 

The Prohibition convention of 1884, 
which nominated Governor St John for 
the presidency, declared that it ‘‘ac- 
knowledged the Almighty God as the 
rightful sovereign of all men, from whom 
the just powers of the government are de- 
rived.” 

The Declaration of Independence, which 
common consent regarded as the founda- 
tion of our entire political fabric, delares 
that ‘‘ governments derive their just powers 
from the consent of the governed." ‘The 
constitution of Kansas, Section 2 of the 
Bill of Rights, provides: ‘‘ That all politi» 
eal power isinherent in the people, and all 
free governments are founded on their 
authority." Here is a direct issue between 
the two: great theories of government, 
which hav struggled for the mastery from 
the dawn of history to the present day. 
That of our fathers and of the founders 
of Kansas, holding that all civil govern- 
ment is of man, resting on his consent 
and going so far, and so far only, as he 
may consent that it shall go; while that of 
the Prohibitionists and the absolutists of 
all ages holds that civil government is of 
God, and may, in its operations, go as far 
as those who know God's will and are his 
agents see fit to hav it go. Itis a renewal 

f the old battle between jure divino 
upon the one hand, and popular consent 
upon the other. The adherents of the 
former, as in past ages, want no limita- 
tion placed upon man official, since, ac- 
cording to their view, he is God's servant, 
and many restrictions placed upon man 
individual, since he is the child of the 
devil and wholly depraved. The adherents 
of the jatter want few restrictions upon 
man individual, seeing that they must be 
placed there by one as ignorant, as weak, 
as venal, as vicious and corrupt as himself; 
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and many restrictions placed upon man 
official, lest, being only human, too much 
latitude. too much power, too much op- 
portunity and temptation make of him, 
as they always do, a tyrant. Resolutions 
similar in import to the one quoted, hav. 
passed each national convention of that 
party, and state and local conventions hav. 
every whore reiterated them. 
The National Reform Association and 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
‘are the chief: pillars of the Prohibition 
party. 


state. Mr. Wier, Secretary of the Agsoci- 
ation, writing & short time ago upon the 
importance of the Women’s Ohristian 
Temperance Union, to the Prohibition 
party, ssid: ‘I am convinced that the 
thing to do is to appeal for aid in carrying 
our Lord’s cause through the Prohibition 
party. to the Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union. * ‘ * The Prohibition 
. party cannot do without their aid, and 
they know it. It is the attitude of the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
that is compelling the unwiliing leaders 
of the party to indorse woman suffrage. 
* * + They hav insisted, thank God, and 
the varty has. yielded. If ‘they insist on 
the clear, frank, full recognition of Christ’s 
authority and law we will get it.” 
. This same Mr. Wier, in reporting a con- 
vention of Pennsylvania Prohibitionists, 
says: ** The acknowledgment of the su- 
thority of God in civil government. which, 
within the past year or two, has become 
the almost universal declaration. introduc- 
ing the platform of the Prohibition party, 
wisgiven, as usual, the first place. And to 
what does the party pledge itself in that de- 
claration? Plainly this: **God being the 
source of governmental power, and the 
ruler who uses it being, therefore, his 
minister. thev will choose for every office 
only such as fear God.” f 

Much more to the same effect might be 
easily produced, but the foregoing will 
suffice; besides, no true Prohibitionist will 
deny that he considers God the source and 
author of civil government, and that con- 
sequently those who know or profess to 
know his will should hav the exclusiv con- 
trol of the government. Indeed, Prohibi- 
tion is not the ultimate aim, not the goal, 
of the Prohibition party. Prohibition is a 
means, notan end. The crusade for pro- 
hibition is simply the precursor, the avant. 
courier of a general movement toward & 
union of church and state. Indeed, the 
Prohibition party would consider itself 
scandalized and  slandered if any one 
should charge that it had no other purpose 
in view than the propagation of the hollow 
and vapid sophism of prohibition. 

Any party that holds God is the source 
of mere human civil government, must 
nece*sarily hold that whosoever adminis- 
ters such government does so by divine 
right and divine appointment, for it would 
be absurd. as well as sacrilegious, to sup- 
pose that God would set up and establish a 
government and clothe it with such pow- 
ers as were agreeable with his divine will, 
and that he would not, at the same time, 
so order that it should be administered 
by right and authority of the same divine 
origin, and by men, endowed with celestial 
grace, and witha knowledge of the divine 
will, and an unswerving purpose to exe- 
cute the divine will. The logical and in- 
evitable result of such a doctin would be 
that only those who profess to be. in pos- 
session of knowledge of the will of God 
would be eligible to office. i 

In plain English, the proposition of the 
Prohibitionist that God is the source and 
author of civil government means that all 
rule of man over man isjure divino, or 
rnle by divine right. Thus we see that the 
Prohibitionists take as the starting-point of 
all their theories and purposes the old, ex- 
ploded dogma of kingoraft and priestcraft, 
which has been discarded in every repub 
lic on earth, which is utterly antagonistic 
to the essential theory of all republics, 
which is that all power is inherent in the 
people, and that governments ‘‘ derive 
their just powers, from thes consent of the 
governed.” This dogma of divine right is 
the cardinal point in every despotism on 
earth. It supports every throne and pro- 
tects every crown on earth. It has been 
invoked to sanctify every outrage that was 

- ever perpetrated upon humanity, and it is 
eninently fitting that it should now be- 
come the bulwark of those whose ideas can 
be given effect only by the destruction of 
the primary postulates of free government 
and by the stamping out of individual lib- 
erty. Opposed to this theory of divine 
right stands the doctrin of popular con- 
sent. It wasthe doctrin of the fathers of 
this republic, their cloud by day, their 
pillar of fire by night, and it is the bedrock 
npon which are laid the foundations of the 
temple of liberty; remove it, and not only 
vill the temple fall, but its very founda- 
dations will disappear. These two theories 
of government are so radically antago- 
nistic to each other that they never can 
abide in peace in the same country. Be- 
tween them there has been for ages & 
ceaseless warfare. The old theory of gov- 
ernment by divine right has received and 
still receives the ardent indorsement of 


Both of these organizations favor. 
God in the Constitution and Christ in the, 


Kings and the nobility and aristocracy, 
which support monarchy and despotism; 
of high churchmen, who believe in a 
church supported by the state; of absolut- 
ists, of the advocates of God in the Con- 
stitution, and the Prohibitionists. 

The more modern doctrin of govern- 
ment by popular consent has been, and is. 
the doctrin of those devoted heroes and 
patriots who, while [many of them] recog- 
nizing the fatherhood of God, remember 
also the brotherhood of man, and deny 
that the common father of all ever 
placed brother over brother, irrespectiv 
of merit or qualification; and assert 
that the authority of man over man 
can hav no sanction except such as 
is derived from man’s consent. The 
advocates of this sacred principle hav been 
the martyrs of ourrace. Their blood has 
flowed in torrents, their pathway through 
the world has been lighted by the fires and 
haunted by the terrors of persecution. 
Nor. need we delude ourselvs with the 
idea that these United States will never 
hear the repulsiv voice or see the inhuman 
figure of jure divino. Its sappers and 
miners are here now, in the shape of the 
national amendment and Prohibition par- 
ties. summoning us to surrender our lib- 
erties in the name of God. No such party 
can solve social problems in a republic, for 
its solution means the destruction of the 
republic. : 

‘The Mossback " [a Democrat] points 
also to the suppression of liberty in the 
name of morality, and he has no faith in 
those hermaphrodites who seek to set 
aside the law.of nature and the teachings 
of the fathers respecting the freedom of 
religion, upon the pretext of putting God 
in the Constitution and Christ in the state, 
nor of the political gospel propavandist 
whose platform is pure goodness, but 
whose actual purpose is self and power. 


: Mr. Editor, I think the above will be of 
very great interest to your readers at the 
present time. Jonn W. ABBOTT. 


Some Questions and Their Answers. 

Or» Tacoma, Wasa., March 26, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: You will greatly oblige me 
by answering through t^e columns of 
your valuable paper the following ques- 
tions: 

ist. What are the chief objects of the 
American Protectiv Association? 

2d. Do they believe in the separation of 
church and state? . 

8d. Do they believe in our public schools 
being strictly non-sectarian? 

Please state all you know concerning 
the above society. By so doing you will 
settle a great many arguments, and will 
also oblige Yours respectfully, 

PETER WESSELS. 


(We giv below, in answer to the first 
question of our correspondent, the objects 
of the American Protectiv Association as 
these objects are stated in their official 
organs: : 

ist. Nationality is not a bar to member- 
ship in the order. No man was asked 
where he was born. . 

9d. We interfere with no man's partisan 
politics.. > eon 

8d. We attack no man’s religion so long 
as he does not attempt to make his relig- 
ion an element of political power, 

4th. We unite to protect our country 
and its free institutions against the secret, 
intolerant, and aggressiv efforts that are 
persistently being set forth by a certain 
religio-political organization to control 
the government of the United States and 


destroy our blood-bought civil and relig- 


ious liberty. ke 

5th. We are in favor of preserving con- 
stitutional liberty and maintaining the 
government of the United States. 

6th. We regard all religio-political or- 
ganizitions as the enemies of civil and re- 
ligious liberty. m : 

7th. It is, in our opinion, unwise and 
unsafe to appoint or to elect to civil, polit- 
ical, or military office men who owe su- 
preme allegiance to any foreign king, po- 
tentate, or ecclesiastical powers. 

8th. We are therefore maintaining the 
principle of one general unsectarian free 


school organization and will onpose all at-. 


tempts to supplant it by any sectarian in- 
stitution. 


9th. We are opposed to all attempts, local 


or national, to use public funds for any 
sectarian purpose. . 

10th. We are in favor of laws taxing 
church property. : 

iith The opening of private and paro- 
chial schools, convents, and monasteries 
to public official inspection and placing on 
the same plan of morality and laws as 
Protestant institutions are. ; 

19th. We are in favor of changing our 
immigration lawsin such manner that they 
will protect our citizen laborers from the 
evil influences of cheap pauper and crimi- 
nal labor which, through the instrumen- 
tality of European propagandist societies 
and in this country by the aid of strikers 


and the subtle influence of priests, are 
rapidly supplanting our free and educated 
American citizen in every line of industry. 

18th. We believe there should be an 
educational qualification to electiv fran- 
chise that will requireevery American citi- 
zen to be Americanized. 

14th. We are in favor of putting into 
office honest and true patriots who are 
best qualified to fill the position, regard- 
less of political parties. 

15th. We are willing to be governed by 
these ‘principles in our future political. 
action. i . 

16th. Our mission is to awaken the peo- 
ple of America from their lethargy. indif 
ference and _ over-confidence. Eternal 


vigilance is the price of liberty, yet the 


Protestants of this Republic hav ceased 
to be vigilant, and in conscious strength 
aré intently chasing the almighty dollar or 
quietly dozing while we are swiftly drift- 
ing toward a more tremendous and terri- 
ble crisis than this country has yet known. 
Birthplace is not the sole test of American 


loyalty. We hav men born in several 


countries remote from this that are as 
loyal as any nativ. But they are not 
Romanists. American loyalty consista in 
devotion to our Constitution, laws, flag, 
and, above all, our publie schools, for with- 
out intelligence this representativ repub- 
lic will go to pieces. We opvose the teach- 


ing of perverted history in our schools: 


and the mutilation of reference books to 
cover the infamies of the so-called church 
which is more political than religious. We 
are opposed to priests and prelates as such 
taking part in elections, and voting 
their laity as a unit in the interests of a 
foreign corporation, with intent to injure 
this nation and its institutions. 

It will be seen at once that the fore- 
going statement of objects does not 
answer the questions of Mr. Wessels. 
From a very careful reading and study of 
the principles as stated, we are forced to 
the conclusion that the society named does 
not believe in the separation of church and 
state, and does not believe in an unsecta- 
rian public school system. Anequally care- 
ful reading of the numerous American 
Protective Association papers that come 
to this office renders that conclusion & mat- 
ter of positiv knowledge. : 

Take the school question to begin with : 
The American Protectiv Association's de- 
mand for ''one general unsectarian free 
school organization "is, in substance, the 
same as that of the National Reformers 
and all other Protestants who are fighting 
for the retention of the Bible and religious 
services in the public schools. In the 
mouths of all these people ** unsectarian’”’ 
means orthodox Protestant —nothing more, 
nothing less. In all our extensiv reading 
of American Protective Association papers 
we hav not seen a single protest against 
religious teaching, as such, in the schools, 
and we hav read numerous demands for 


| the retention of the Bible in those institu- 


tions of learning. We recently quoted one 
of the planks of the platform of the Kan- 
sas state organization of the American 
Prote. tive Association. We reproduce it 
here : 

We demand that the Bible, which has 
been the recognized text-book of our 
fathers, be maintained in our public 
schools as the rule and guide of all moral 
actions. 

Where is the American Protectiv Asso- 
ciation paper or lodge that has repudiated 
that demand? And where is the American 
Protectiy Association paper or lodge that 
has protested against the traitorous mach- 
inations of the National Reform Associa- 
tion and the Women's Christian Temper- 
ance Union? Do they denounce Sunday 
laws, state paid chaplaincies, religious 
proclamations, theological inscriptions on 
our Coins, etc., etc. ? 

The American Protectiv. Associations do 
demand the taxation of church property. 
So much is to their credit, but it is to be 
observed that when they cite illustrations 
of the evils of exemption they hav their 
eyes on the $118,000, 000 of Catholic church 
property to the obscuration of the $562,- 
000,000 of Protestant church wealth. In 
short, the entire crusade seems to be an 
Orange, & Protestant, attack on the Catho- 
lics rather than a broad movement for the 
gecularization of the state and the firm 
establishment of the foundation principles 
of equal religious liberty. We, as Free- 
thinkers, can hav no part in the fights of 
sectarists. Already the new organization 
has stirred up the worst of religious pas- 
sions and caused the shedding of blood. 
All this was unnecessary, and had the men 
who dre responsible therefor in the begin- 
ning taken their position on really un- 


sectarian ground they would hav had the 
hearty sympathy of all Freethinkers. 

Let us glance very briefly at a few of . 
the assertions made in the above-quoted 
declaration of .principles. We hav not 
space for the examination of all. The. 
numbers here correspond with those in 
the A. P. A. platform. 

8d. Båt do you attack all men who at- 
tempt to make their religion an element of 
political power? In what instance hav 
you criticised Protestant schemes? 

Ath. Exactly; you want to protect our 
country against the invasiv acts of ‘‘a 
certain ” organization. But there are a 
score of organizations which would ** de- 
stroy our blood-bought civil and religious 
liberty." One of these is the Sabbath 
Union; another is the National Reform 
Association. Another is the American 
Protectiv Association, whose mission ap- 
pears to be the teaching of religion in the 
schools. E 
` 6th. Is not the American Protectiv As- 
sociation a “ religio-political” organiza- 
tion? 

"th. Of course there are manv Catholics 
in office who are dangerous to free institu- 
tions, but is not the same true of office- 
holding members of the Methodist, Pres- 
byterian, and other Protestant sects? 
Especially the Covenanters, who believe 
that all government is from God instead 
of from the people? Why do you wage a 
sectarian war against the Catholics alone? 
And why against all Catholics? 

8th. But you do not do that. You insist 
upon Protestant, therefore sectarian, in- 
struction in the schools. 

9th. Why, then, do you not protest 
against chaplains in Congress? And 
against the use of public funds for the 
payment of teachers who devote a part of 
their time to religious instruction ? 

12th. Yet the best allies that the Secu- 
larists hav in their struggle to maintain 
our ** blood-bought civil and religious lib- 
erty” are men of foreign birth. 

18th. What does this mean? Is educa- 
tion something distinctly and peculiarly 
** American"? Or do-you mean that all 
would-be citizens must understand the 
Constitution? If so, what are you going 
to do with nativ-born Americans who un- 
derstand the Constitution so well that they 
want it amended so that it will be an in- 
strument for the destruction of religious 
liberty ? i 

14th. And of religious belief, you should 
add. That is our position. i 

16th. Yes, most of the Protestants are 
asleep, except such of them as are attempt- 
ing to make this republic a theocracy, and 
another division which is trying to induce 
us to believe that religious proscription is 
a good thing. If ‘‘ American loyalty ” 
consists in what you say it does, and if you 
are Americans, why do you not make loy- 
alty to the secular Constitution really the 
test of good citizenship and consequently 
oppose religious instruction in the schools, 
and activly antagonize Protestant as well 
as Catholic enemies of religious freedom? 
Why? And if you are opposed to relig- 
ious instructors taking part, as such, in 
elections, why do you not denounce the 
action of the Protestant clergy of scores of 
cities in the United States, who hav, dur- 
ing the last two years, taken such an activ 
part, as ministers, in local and state 
politics? 

Let us hav fair play; a purely secular 
government, religious liberty, freedom of 
speech and press, and, preliminary thereto, 
a candid discussion of differences, instead 


of hot-headed abuse and indiscriminate 
denunciation. Both Catholics and Amer- 
ican Protective Association men can do 
much to promote courtesy in debate. — 
E». T. 8.] 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Afficmatively and Nega- 
tively by Qnotations fron Socriptnre, withont 
comment. 40,000eqld. Price, 15-can's. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversv with the Rev. 
Byron Snnderland D.D.. in 1871. Prio». 250. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine —Was He Junius? Second 
edition. enlarged, with best jikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. js J 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas. 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
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Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrixon, Fall | so many invalids in a large hospital ward. 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tione for this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower. 
Comes a pause in the dav’s occupations | 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


Aeross the Continent. 


«The gobeluns will git ye, if you go 
alone,” said one, when the editor of the 
Corner wa8 getting ready to make the long 
journey from the Atlantic to the Pasific. 

Ilaughed and said I would **wateh out," 
but that I am not afraid of **gobeluns," 
anyway. 

It was & drizzly, snowy afternoon, the 
29th of March, 1894, when good-byes were 
spoken at the station in Fall River to the 
friends who, with my sister Bethia, had 
come to see me off. 

Amid the snow and sleet the train bore 
me away toward Boston. Riding along, 
the rough stone walls, the boulders by the 
wayside, the long stretches of white- 
birches, the barren fields, the ponds, the 
bills and meadows and scrubby pines, the 
neat cottage homes, the pleasant valleys of 
New England never appeared half so lovely 
to my eyes as when I felt that I should 
not look upon them again for some time 
to come. People came into the cars at 
the various stations, and others left, but 
among them there were none that I knew, 
after Florence Davis left me at Somerset. 
My eyes were a bit moist as the old famil- 
iar places receded one by one, and my 
heart went back to the old home and the 
girl I left behind me. 

Reaching Boston, I passed over to the 
Boston and Albany depot, where I was 
soon on board the train for Chicago. 
Finding my sleeper, it was not long before 
I retired, and the next morning was awak- 
ened by the porter saying to one of my 
neighbors: ‘‘Bound. for Syracuse?” 
“Yes,” was the sleepy reply. ‘Time 
you’s up, then.” The porters on these 
trains are good-natured and understand 
their business. The night before, when 
the sable individual who officiated in the 
elegantly upholstered Pullman sleeper 
was about to make my bed, he inquired, 
“Which way! ye hav yer head lay?" 
“The regulation way," I answered, 
“Then it! be with yer head toward de 
ingin.” ‘‘Why so?" I asked. ‘‘ Well. 
ye don’t get de draft quite so much, an’ 
de smoke, an’ den de ingin kinder draws 
yer on to de land o’ Nod." However, I- 
changed my pillows during the night, and 
thought I feit better with feet toward the 
engin. I do not suppose it makes much 
difference, when one is tired, which way 

‘one lies when the ‘‘sweet restorer, balmy 
sleep,” with gentle fingers presses down 
the weary eyelids. Before retiring, at the 
risk of being interviewed by a nightmare, 
or Seeing all the ‘‘ ghosties” of my grand- 
fathers, both great and small, I partook of 
a piece of mince-pie that Bethia had ar- 
ranged in a lunch basket with other good 
things. Neither nightmares nor grand 
fathers disturbed me, and I slept the sleep 
of the righteous. 

From Buffalo, where I remembered 
there are pleasant friends and lovers of the 
Children’s Corner, we traveled over the 
LakeShore and Michigan Southern railway 
to Chicago. Our way lay through a fine 
country where there are many vinyards. 
The glimpses of Lake Erie at various 
points are lovely and inspiring, We 
passed through Erie, Pa., and Ashtabula, 
O., and, at sunset, we were at Cleveland. 

Arriving in Chicago in due time, Satur- 
day morning, I was disappointed to learn 
that connections West could not be made 
until 5 r.m. The time was passed in writ- 
ing letters and walking over familiar 
ground. Meeting Miss Donovan and Miss 
Higgins, with the latter I strolled and 
lunched until train-time, when I started 
for Kansas City. I did not know a single 
person on the well-filled train, and had 
never in my life been west of Chieago be- 
fore. It did not take long, however. to 
make pleasant new acquaintances. Fail- 
ing to secure a sleeper, I was obliged to 
sleep in the ‘‘ chair car,” as it is called. It 
was new and novel experience. The 
chairs can be tipped backward, and are 


The conversation was bright and enter- 


the tariff, religion, and several other sub- 
jects. A lady, perceiving that I was re- 
moving my boots, remarked, ‘‘ Oh, I would 
not dare to take off my boots; I would be 
afraid of some accident.” An old gentle- 
man in front growled, ‘“Why, you could go 
to sheol [only he didn’t say sheol] just as 
well with your boots off!” **But you 
might burn your feet," said another. 
Once, when the train stopped a longer 
time thau usual, the same old gentleman 
remarked that this was a good time to set 
a hen. I thought he must be a poultry 
fancier. 

One of my neighbors was on his way to 
his ranch in Texas, and he gave many in- 
teresting points relating to that country 
and life on & ranch. We ate California 
pears together, while he told. how people 
liv in that far-off state. One time he was 
sick, and the men doctored him. To a 
horse they usually giv a pound and a half 
of Epsom salts. He not being so big as a 
horse, there was mixed for him a half- 
pound of the same medicin in the form of 
paste! He did not take the whole, but 
enough to make him sicker than he cared 
io be. They do not take particular pains 
with housekeeping on a ranch. They do 
not mind putting the stewpan and con- 
tents right on the table, it being easier 
thus to help yourself, and less work. Once 
he had a tablecloth, and after a year or so 
one of his men washed it, and in the en- 
counter with soap and water it came all to 
pieces. But when one is hungry, food 
tastes just as well without table linen, and 
the finest damask cannot produce appetite 
nor develop good digestion. 

At Kansas City, the next morning, we 
parted company, this Texan friend and I, 
much to my regret, for he made the time 
less tedious than it might otherwise hav 
been. 8. H. W. 

= ERA 
Correspondence. 
Norse, Trx., Feb. 8. 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxos: My uncle Theodore’ 
Colwick had the pleasure to meet you at 
the Freethinkers’ Congress, and heard 
your lecture in Chicago. I bav read one 
of your books, ‘‘The Story Hour,” which 
my cousin loaned me. Iam twelve years 
of age. and go to school at Harmony 
school-house. I study ‘‘ First Steps in 
Seientifio Knowledge," besides other 
branches. I liv in a beautiful valley, 
thickly settled; when one is on a high hill 
or mountain it looks like a town; it is very 
hill, and many beautiful streams flow 
through the vallev. My father is a doctor. 
I hav two sisters and one brother. I like 
to read the Children’s Corner. : 

Orrig O. Orson. 

[What a lovely place it must be, where 
Ollie livs! Kind regards to Uncle Theo .— 
E». C. O.] 


Bonp, Kan., Feb. 14. 1894 

Drar Miss Wixon: As I see no letter 
from this place, I thought I would write 
one. Most of my friends at school belong 
to chureb. but Iam glad that T can say I 
do not. Bond is growing a little at a time. 
A tannery has been built, but I don’t think 
it will succeed. The Christians of Bond 
started a church, but they could not raise 
enough money to finish it. We hav had 
two dances at our house this winter. One 
was on Thomas Paine’s birthday, and we 
had a fine time My aunt never forgets to 
celebrate his birthday. We hav had nice 
weather until lately—a hard rain followed 
by a heavy snow, so that we girls could 
not go to school The snow was eighteen 
inches deep on the level. 

If any of the readers of the Corner will 
write me, I will gladly answer. 

Your Liberal friend, Ipa Heoox. 

[Our regards to the aunt who always re- 
members the birthday of Thomas Paine — 
E» C. C.] 


Braon Crry, O., Feb. 11, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: i would like to know 
abont that Liberal Correspondence Club. 
I would like to join, for I know it would 
do us children good. I am still a Free- 
thinker and shall always be one until I die. 
I never knew what a Liberal was until I 
came down here to work for Albert Zim- 
merman. He is a strong, good, houest, 
and upright man. He is goiug to giv me 
a piece of land and I can put out whatever 
I want to. I think I will put out some 
strawberries, cabbage, sweet corn, pota- 
toes, and onions. I can hav all the money 
that I get for them. Then he is going to 


something after the fashion of a steamer 
lounging chair. It was an odd spectacle to 
see so many stretched in their chairs, like 


taining. There were low discussions on 


pay me for the work that I do. I am 
going to try to get four subscribers for 
Tue Trura Serer, and then I will get as 
a premium ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought." I know it will be a great 
hook. A preacher, G. K. Little, from 
Missouri, is holding revival meetings here; 
one womau and a man, also, hav gone 
wild, and they had to take her away. The 
woman's husband said he would “‘ fix" the 
preacher if he ever came to his house. 
There are a number of Liberal-minded 
people here, but they are afraid to speak 
out. FRANK GRosswiLLER. 


.[A bright lad is Frank Grosswiller, and 
we hope he will secure the four new sub- 
scribers and thus get the premium offered 
—Mr. Putnam's great work, ** Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought." If there 
were more men like Mr. Albert Zimmer- 
man, this world would be the better for it. 
—En. C. C.J 


PonrrAND, Or., Feb. 20. 1894. 

Susan H. Wrxon—My Dear Friend: 
Once again mv thoughts revert to the be- 
loved Corner and its many friends. It has 
been over three years since I wrote you. 
During this time I hav watched with inter- 
est the advancement of tbe great cause of 
human Liberty, and right earnestly hav T 
endeavored to lend my mite of strength 
toward the accomplishment of that end 
for which we allso ardently hope and labor 
—Universal Mental Liberty. 

Too much cannot be said in praise of 
your work and the influence of the Corner 


.on the minds of the young. You are sow- 


ing seed in fertil soil and the harvest will 
be bountiful. You are pouring noble 
thoughts into the minds that are the most 
susceptible to influence and strengthening 
the most important part of the structure 
of human intelligence. It was a wise 
thought of the Catholic teacher who said: 
** Giv me the trainiog and teaching of the 
child until! he is seven years of age and he 
will never depart from the faith;" for true 
it is that in the vast majority of cases the 
early training of a child determins his 
course through life. It is the young, then, 
that we should reach; it is the little boy 
and girl we should snatch from under the 
lash of superstitions authority, either of 
God or man, and rear them in the pure, un- 
polluted atmosphere of nature’s freedom. 
With the knowledge of this fact pressing 
heavily upon us, and the untiring efforts 
of the church to control the rising genera- 
tion both while in the church and in the 
school, demanding that we take immediate 
steps toward staying this influence in its 
deadly march, the Liberals of this city hav 
organized a Secular Sunday School, an ac- 
count of which no doubt many of m 
readers hav seen in connection with the 
Secular Church of Portland. The Oregon 
State Secular Union has been in existence 
several years, but no truly permanent 
work can be said to hav been accomplished 
until the organization ofthe Secular Church 
in this city. Katie Kehm Smith, our un- 
tiring worker in the field of reform, be- 
lieving that Liberals must adopt the plan 
which the church has proven to be so 
successful—that is, form regular churches 
or societies with stationed lecturers, whose 
work it must be to deliver regnlar lectures, 
and organize Sundayschools in connection 
with them, if they would reap the greatest 
and earliest harvests—took it upon herself 
to organize a Secular church in the priest- 


ridden city of Portland, Jan. 29, 1893. | 


Her labors are being richly rewarded, for 
not only has the church enrolled upon its 
membership list nearly two hundred 
names, but it has been the means of the 
organization of churches elsewhere which 
also hav their Sunday-schools and are do- 
ing splendid work. 

Liberals hav long been entertaining the 
delusiv idea that it is entirelv illiberal to 
be obliged to support a society or church; 
that as Liberals we should each go our 
own way, neither asking nor demanding, 
disorganized, scattered, few knowing who 
or where their friends are, and yet all the 
while complaining because Liberalism is 
not advancing as rapidly as they would like 
to see it. Now, it is just as reasonable to 
look for success in this way as it would be 
to send out an army of untrained, disor- 
ganized men to meet the solid, disciplined 
ranks of the foe and expect them to gain a 
victory. 

I would like to tell you jast how our 
Sunday-school is conducted, but space 
forbids me to say more tfian that we hav 
a good attendance every Sunday, and that 
we are teaching the little ones plain 
common-sense 8nd unvarnished truths, 
and endeavoring to inculeste in them 
such principles of love and justice toward 
humanity as will enable them to forever 
rise above the false, cruel, supers.itious 
creeds which teach men to do the right 
through fear of punishment or for the 
sake of reward, and that they can be pure 
and happv saints while the great majority 
of their fellow-beings suffer eternally the 
torments of the damned. 

We are also starting & museum and 
library with fair prospects for success. 
We wish to coliect specimens of all sorts 


from nature's bouudless fields, and make 
this museum a place where one may go 
and study the true and beautiful of lifo 
Any specimens will be gladly. received 
from friends. Quite & number hav re- 
sponded to our .advertisment in the Free. 
thought papers, and to them I desire to 
extend our hearty thanks. . d 

Trusting that health and Opportunity 
may permit you to carry on your good 
work for many years to come, and that 
the little ones who corre&pond with. you 
and read your paper may. bear in mind 
that each and all can do something for the 
great cause of haman advancement by en. 
deavoring to become grand and. useful 
men and women, I remain,  . * 
. Yours for physical and mental freedom, | 

Nerrie A. Orps.- 

[Thanks for the above good letter, and 

best of wishes for the success of a great 


and noble work.—Ep, C. C.J 
—— a, 


SOMETHING NEW: 


A Freethought Romance Library. 


WARRANTED 70 PLEASE. 


Every Book Full of Freethought Sentiment. 


Not a Dry, Tedious Page Allowed. 


It is pabli-hed month'y at $150 a year; six 
copies, 75 cents; single copy, 15 cents. 


Address TH& LIBERAL PUBLISHING CO., 
ft14 Portland, Kansas. 


WIZARDS MAGIC PURSE. 250, 


i The most bewlldering illusion discovered in 

H this century! A very strong purse of the finest 

dressed kid, strongly sewed and beautitullyem- 

broidered. It has bifled all experts in puzzle- 

E dom We mnke liberal terms to Agents, and 

will send a 60c. sample with secret in sealed envelope post 
paid, with Catalogue of 250usetularticles for 26¢, : 3 fur 606. 


WOOD NOVELTY CONCERN 46 CORTLANO ST. NEW YORK. 


NE VONDER CANET PE REE, 


ry 


j Paok Trick 
Cards, 2 Magic Keys, Devil's Bottle, Pocket 
Camera, Latest Wire Puzzle, Book of Sleightof 
Heia, Total Value 60c. Bent free wich inmense: 
catalogue of 1000 ins for 100. for M 
M INGERSOLL & Ern Cortlandt Rival NA. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


‘he Bible of Natnre: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. #1, | . 
"he Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
ot the Christian Religion and the Sigmificancs 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. 61. j 
Physical Education; or, The Health- Laws 

of Nature. Cloth. $1. ` 
lousehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism Cloth. 81. 
“ological Sketches: A Coutribution to 
the Outdoor stndy of Natnra! History. L[llns- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth e \ 

Address THE TRUTH SREKER, 


aa Tefagrntes nilana Naw Vork, 


Researches in Oriental History 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition. 
Part 1.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


Gey aes 


ters. 
Part II.—Hesearches in Zoroastrian.sm; thirteen 
` chapters. 
Part III —Derivation of Ohristianity ; twenty 


chapters. . 
Part IV.—Wheuce Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ters. 
Press Notices. 


The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
good, and as the facts up n which the argument 
is based are largeiy Christiau, onr theological 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack it they 
att^mpt to answer them.— Boston Investigator.. 

This book is one of the most thorough an4 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.—The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribut:on to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.—frogressive 
Thinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SFEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO WETTS: EIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
" . 28 Lafayetve Place. New York city. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
By DE. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
Astronomical and Astrologic- 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price. 50 cents. 
adare THE TRUTH. 8RElEB. 


‘THE TRUTH SEEKER. APRIL 21. 1894. 


253 


ROBERT G. 
INGERSOLL'S 
WORKS. 


S 


Only Authorized Bditions. 


GODS AND OTHER LECTURES, 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 


GHOSTS LANE. OTHER LECTURES. = 
cluding The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declarati - 
$ gaco, pron. paming in fiinois, Speech Nominating J ames, G ‘Blaine Tor Presidency in 1810, 
e D lbute to 'v. Alex. Clarke, i i 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. Paper, 50 cents; doth, 8l. iae Before Me Like a Dream, 


SOME MISTAKES OF JOSES. : ` 
ontents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, P ^ 
Pentateuch, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He ‘Made gs, M "euo rider Batos 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity for & Good Memory, The Garden, {he lal. 
Dampness, Bacchus und Babel, Faith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confess 
and 2 void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. : i 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 


Being Six Interviews with tbe Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Payer, 50 cents; Dewi $1.95; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. 

BLASPHEMY. . ; f 

Argument by R. G. Ingersoll iu the Trial of C. B. Reyaolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal acumer is unsurpassed, its ulo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian per-ecution 18 going 
on this argument should be freely circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. aper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. . 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? : 
Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 


Comprising ‘The gods; Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 


each to the Catholica, E iscopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as to what he proposes instead oF Christianity—the relig- 
ionof sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the minister: : 
and Colonel Ingersoll's rejoinders to the same. Paper, 25 cents. E: Ed 


THOMAS PAINE'S VINDICATION. 


A Reply to the New York Ooserver's Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R.G.Ingersoll Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 


A Discussion between R. G. Ingersoll, Hon. Frederi k R. Coud: d Ex-G 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 conten s ? E oa c ip E 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY: 
otra In the suit of the B. & M. Tel. Co. vs. W. U. Tel. Co.; 1886 Paper, 10 cents. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. . 

. Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. A Prose-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 
LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 


22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 5 cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
6 $6 * COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 ents. 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 18 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. x 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits. and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Church, etc. Paper, 3 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 


Oentennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 8 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 8 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
had admitted that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had jomed the church. 
aper, 3 cents. i í 


INGERSOLU'S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
, The lecture is a grand one, and was received. by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 

beautifully printed. rice, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. y 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. . 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price,i10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL'S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 


At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGERSOLD'8 LECTURES IN ONE VOLUME. A . 

CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality: Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Centennial Oration, or Decla- 
rition of Independence, July å, 1876; What I Know About Farming in Iliuoi:; Speexh 8: Ci .- 
cianatiin 1876, nominating James Q. Blaine for the residency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, aa extract from a Soeech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Ruin 
at Indianapolis. In., Sept, 21, 1876; A ‘Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; Tne Grant Beuqu t; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Som: M stikes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to bo Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermon; ty 
the Rev. T. Do Witt Talmage, D D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, aud Four 
Prefaces, which contain soms of Mr. Xngersoll's wittiest and brigntsst sayings. 

This volume has tn9 greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in half calf or half mcrocco, 
mottled edges, 1,357 page-, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Pricz, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. x 
dr Tostimontal to Walt Whitman. "E Let iod pur Tas on the ut of the Hein: „An ME 
RB i i iladelphia. . 91, 1890, wi ortrait o itman. ontaining also 
COLONEL a Va ERSOELO ADDRESS A’ THE FUNERAL OF WALE WHE- 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 80, 1892, Paper, 25 cents; cloth. 50 cents. 


PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. MP 

' Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A haudsome quarto. containing 3 3 pages. 3 

beyond question, the cheapest and most elegant volume in Liberal literature. {ts mechanica: 
finish is worth v of its intrinsic excellence. No expen:» has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty itis. The type is large andcle1r, the paper heavy, highly calendered, and ri-hly tinted, 
the presswork faultioss, and the binding as perfect as the best materials and skill can make it. 
to the contents, it is enough to say that they include ali of tic choicest utterances of 

the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. ! : : 

Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll’s published work -, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lotty thought, his matchl+ss elo- 

uence, his wonderful imagory, and his epigrammatic and voeticpower. ‘Che rollection in- 
cludes all of the ** Tributes ” that have become famons in literature—notably those to his browner 
E. O. Ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlaodt M. Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Musi. of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny. “Leaves of Grass," and on the great heroes of intel ectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, ar uments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations cf the author. 

The Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare p'rsonal 
souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, & fine steel portrait, with autograph “ac-simile, has 
been prepared especially d it. In the more elegant styles of binding it is eminently suited 

or presentation purposes, for any season or occasion. | ^ : 
RIOES. In cloth beveled boards. gilt edges $2.50; in half morocco, gilt edges, $5; in half 
in fall ‘Tur 
e 


This is 
] 


calf, mottled ‘edges library style, $4.50; key morocco, gilt, exquisitely tine, $7.59; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. . * * 
Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post free, 

su receipt of price. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 23 Lafayette PL, New York, 


Just Out.—25 Cents — Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living, in Michigan said once that he woud give hed 
year to "ve Tl (e ers ri raed, 88 e frequen S 
of virtne xk ministers "showed how little value Shristianity 
possess make men mo 

We havo just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 
The additions for this new edition of the 


f$ Crimes of Preachers” 


nearl of mini . Whi in 
Hou citu bow Thef site dew yas anos © OH” pre 


t within a few years about 
1300 MENISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one Find or another o cyiminal conduct. Most of ihe crimes z 

are against women, for the fair sex are at once tha weakness and NM 

the strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the N Ww h 

nlergy. g Z- N 
Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the (4 Y = 

price the same, 25 cents. Send for » copy, and confound the church. à us 


men. Show them just what sors of scamps are theclerzy who have k d 
3osed the World's Fair on Sunday, because it is s0 holy & day that to look upon machinery or 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY 


REDUCTION IN PRIGE.OF A GREAT BOOK — 


Address 
SAA 


3 


With the eighth edition » 
Winwood Reade's *' Martyr 
dom of Man," the cost ob 


joie so that we can reduge 
the price from $1.75 ty 


$1.00. 


book has had a phenomenal saje for so heretical a work, second o Helen Gardener: 
i benoit of it. The ^" 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


ia a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
--its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. ItBhows how War and Religion have been oppres. 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, deriba eis 
Intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
tbe author conceives would be 4 religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Al dri 
W AR , Phoioians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. a ere Ae 


The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, th hets 
RELIGION. orre of Jesus, the Chris ians, Arabia, Mecca, Character of irene 
à med. Desoription of Africa, the Mohammedans in Ventral Africa. 
Li BERTY tubes Pts buses eg ad germ t 
urch. Venice. Ara e Portugues scoverers, the Slave 
1 * Abolition in Europe. Abolition in Ek eg Hatorisifef uman History 
Animal Period of the Earth, Ori of Man, and Earl ; 
{ ary of niversal A Earth. Origin of of the rape ed E. 1 
as 


1 on of Reason and Love RUTH 
“ess reduced from $1:75 to $1.00. Address — THE TRUTH SEEKE 
ai i Lafayette place, New Yon. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a comp!ete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s. address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the varioue buildings and what they contain, and is, 
sll in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


` Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


as 


, ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Addresk THE TRUTP REEKER. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham's reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Ohrist’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. [tis made plain that the 

eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the propcr offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


i liti f the day. 

ing the pecniiar poles ore “SY CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 

The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 

The Earth. ‘ Io General. 

The Chemical Aspect. By the Lungs. 
y the Skin. 

The Sun. By the Kidneys. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. i 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Aleohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul —What Is It? 


: The Mind. 
Sin and Salvation. = 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The tcclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Go: Save the King. Rational Review. 
Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 
The Christian Era. Every Man lis Own God. d 
Organic Life— V egetable. Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. | 
Dr dapi Life— Annal The Non {Moras Whence They Spring. 
The Master sau. Rules for Human Conduct. 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 


Food and Food-Substances. Map of Theological Ketrogression. 
$ Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
Xn Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. l 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New Yo k 
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Jev Tubi cations: 


Tam POLITICAL ASPECTS OF THE LABOR 
ProsremĮm. By J. W. Sullivan. Price, 
10 cent . 

Mr. Sullivan, whois theleading American 
expositor and advocate of the initiativ and 
referendum, maintains that trades unions 
hav greatly benefited labor; that they 
are purely democratic in their character; 
that poverty has been generally intensified 
during the past forty years, and tbat con- 
ventional solutions of the labor problem 
are inefficacious. Mr. Sullivan thinks 
that the People’s party, if wisely guided, 
will be useful to organized labor. In the 
report of the debate which followed the 
lecture we find some remarks of Dr. Lewis 
G. Janes. He said that recent decisions 
of courts in railroad cases recalled the fact 
that the interstate commerce laws were 
passed in the avowed interest of labor. 
These decisions show that the legal sword 
cuts both ways. Tho inference is that 
governmental interference is dangerous 
and impolitie. T. B. Wakeman said that 
all civilization now is capitalism. Dr. 
Robert G. Eccles denied that economic 

onditions had changed unfavorably from 
what they were fifty years ago. In fact, 
there has been decided i nprovement 

Tae New REPUBLIC—SCHEME TO ABOLISH 
Poverty. New York: New Era Pub- 
lishing Company, 15 Vandewater street. 
Price, 25 cents. 

This is one of the cure-alls. Warranted 
to revolutionize society in double-quick 
time. AJl to be done bya ‘‘plan.” The 
writer of it thinks that the year 1900 will 
gee the beginning of the end. These mar- 
velous transformations are to be accom- 
plished by ignoring such insignificant 
trifles as human nature, fixity of type, 
and evolution. This theorist has no idea 
that anything grows; he is sure that all 
things, desires, institutions, are made, per 
pattern. 


Woman: Four OENTURIES or PROGRESS. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Price, 10 ceuts. 
This is one of the best books for its 

price that I hav yet seen on the equality of 


sex. 

It is bright, forcible, strong, and clear 
in'its statemente. 

It shows the slow, sure, and steady prog- 
ress of the elevation of woman, despite the 
enormous odds against her in the form of 
church and state. 

It is the most scathing of denunciations 
: of Paul and. his preaching! Read, for in- 
stance: ‘‘ If ever there was an ingeniously 
woven plot, it is that of ‘The Fall of Man’ 
with Paul of Tarsus for its mouthpiece 

“ His words on the subject of women 
are deadly poison. ‘She was first in the 
transgression,’ said priestly Paul, ‘ there- 
fore keep her in subjection.’ ‘She sball 
not teach. She must not usurp authority 
over the man.’ ‘She must obey her hus- 
band’ whatever he may command, and she 
must keep silence.’ Why? Well, this is 
the reason given. ‘She was first deceived 
and not Adam!’ Realizing that she might 
desire to ask a question or two, might 
wish for some education, her schooling is 
provided for in this way by the sainted 
Paul She can go home and ask her hus- 
band! Can anyone wonder that women, 
married women especially, were such ab- 
solute illiterates when they had such ig- 
norant instructors as the husbands of the 

ast? 

5 **Next to Paul the old church-fathers 
come in for their share in oppressing and 
wronging their mothers, wives, and daugh- 
ters. ‘The canon law decreed that woman 
was 80 vile, that while the Lord's Supper 
might be allowed her, yet she should not 
receive it in her naked hands.’ 

** Tt was not till the tenth century that a 
Christian wife of & Christian husband was 
allowed to eat at the same table with her 
husband.” 

As you read page after page you wonder 
if it can possibly be that all this is true. 
Yet, as you consider the cond:tion of 
woman in the most enlightened countries 
of to-day, and commence enumerating her 
wrongs and oppressions, you cease to mar- 
vel, and you think to yourself how the 
coming race will look back upon us and 
wonder still more at our blindness and in- 
justice than we now wonder at that of the 


past. f 

My first thought as I read the lecture 
was, I wish I had ten thousand copies for 
free distribution. I looked at my one little 
ten-¢-nt volume and wondered where I 
could place it first, and who should hav it 
next, and I’ve not even yet laid out all the 
plans I’ve conceived of for its missionary 
work. 

I hope every woman who reads this will 
secure & Copy at once, and as many more 
as she feels able to do, and make them 
count for woman’s emancipation and per- 
fect equality with man, and probably her 
superiority to him. i 
‘Then woman’s shall not be a separate 

life; i 
With all man's greatness her own soul is 


rite; 


Identical in being, power, and sway, 
She shall shine on into the perfect day; 
In mild equality and tender strength; 


Her slavery's kingdom overthrown at 


lengtb; 
And not by beauty flashing on the sense, 
Shall she attain degrading eminence; 
But by her splendid reason, lofty aim, 
Work manifold, and duty’s kindling flame 
Shall make her love a dower of heavenly 


bliss, 

Nos, merely: sparkling pleasure, passion’s 
iss; 

But hero's fervor, conscience’ beauteous 
light, 


Impulse sublime and inspiration bright; 
Yes, yes, there shall be progress, splendor, 


. joy ; 
Man's hidden life shall outward wrong de- 
stroy.” —Putnam’s Prometheus. 


ErnxiNA D. Srenxer. 


Srxra SPECIAL REPORT OF THE Commis- 
SIONER OF Lasor. The Phosphate In- 
dustry of the United States. By Carroll 
D. Wright. Washington; Government 
Printing Office. 


Go te the Devil. 


Should a seeker for truth endeavor to find 

A cause for the ills that are cursing man- 
kind, 

And seek for the cause of the first cause of 


evil, 

Or why God made a hell or created a devil; 
If his questions by all are laid on the shelf, 
He had better then go to the devil himself; 
Yes, if from all sources he got no reply, 
Let him go to the devil and ask him why. 


But in seeking for truth it is nothing but 


civil $ 
To apply to the Lord as well as the devil. 
Go to him, ye seeker; let truth make you 


brave, 
But you'll find that the Lord is as mute as 
` the grave. l 


Then inquire of his priests and see if -they |, 


can ; : 

Giv a cause for the ills that fall upon man. 

They will roll up their eyes and dodge it 
most sly, 

So then go to the devil and ask him why.: 


Now some may say it is very uncivil 

To tell anybody to go to the devil; 

Yet ’tis honest to giv to the devil his due, 

And nothing but right his case to review; 

And that man is but & coward, forsootb, 

Who'd bé scared by the devil from seeking 
the truth. E 

So you must, if you wish these things to 


untie, i 
Go straight to the devil and ask him why. 


The scripturesinform us that after the fall 

The devil was doomed on his belly to 
crawl. : 

But as further we read in that book, we 
find out . 

He was up on his legs and walking about. 

And John, among others, writes wonder- 
fulthings— : 

How the devil was once ornamented with 
wings, 

How he improved, so you better apply 

To the devil himself and ask him why. 


So the devil may not be as black as he’s 
painted. zm 

And men may be worse who in church hav 
been sainted. 

By his power no martyrs in bonfires hav 
lowed, 

While for God and his cause blood in rivers 
has flowed. 

So zi him ere judging which side to be- 
ieve, : 

Nor heed those who say he will only de- 


ceive, 
For the Bible shows plainly he ne'er told a 


ie 
Bo go to the devil and question him why. 


What, go to the devil? Now, where does 
he dwell? 
His present headquarters, priests tell us, is 


hell. 
Where in hell is the devil? You're in the 
same plight, 
For science has wafted them both out of 
sight. 
With ora extinguished and old Satan 
ead, 
Our only resort for an auswer is fled, 
And into first causes ’tis useless to pry, 
Or go to the devil to question him why. 
i ROBERT SWAIL, 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knee.” 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
"Life," by "the prince of orators,” Col. bt G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 

urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 

:uthfully described as, " one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightiul present, and will be a -ouvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistio 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid, 
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RIGHT LIVIN 


| By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Ethies as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, 
What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, fhe Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety. and Honor, s 
Concerning Education, ratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Values of Wealth. 
Conduct; or Right Doing ife, j Avarice, Not a Means to Life's 
Virtue, the Iiluminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, "TN. 
Prudenee, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, ‘Blossoms, fiat f 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, Belt: Respeat . Reasoaand Free Inquiry 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish ide and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- ce, 2 A Free Press,, 

ous? ae Anger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, : 
Cultivation of Individuality, The Angel of Forgive: ess Rights of Children, 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Gres: Faculty. Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, ofMan. . . 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Puyctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 
Value of a Trade, cess. oliteness. The Gentleman, 
Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life Politeness. — Continued. — The 
Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 
Truth and Falsehood, h ghway, Best Society, 
What isan Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment; 

of a Promise. Power of Will, Wisdoin. 


Fraud a Crime Conrage, a Necessity to Right 
The Poison of Slander, Living, 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which sho 
has dedicated to the memory of ber futber and mother—these sentences from the works of à great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted libe-al minister: 


AS with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fiful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a law which altereth not.—H: rbert Spencer. y 

Living is an Art, a method gr expressing great concepttons; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. s f . 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. ' 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New o^. - 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


| By Samuel P. Putnam. 


Address 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake oy Region, Stabdea Liberty 
to the Heart. : j 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World's Fair 
on Sunday—aa act which pra tically united the government and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Expositiou Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and ? oem: by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before bern put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethuught; Man, Not God (written fora Paine poniyereary): The Statue 
of Tiberty and Thomas 1 aine; a s em written for tbe opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). E : 

he main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cou: try. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. : 


Price 95 cents; Five copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place. New York City. 


HEP THUMBSCREW AND RACK, 2 


$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation ot Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition. 1 


. THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Rvanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, tie Raci, the. Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks. 
the Heretic C tcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag), Tron Masks recommend d 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the Wheel, th» Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgi: Up to Date the Execution Bell, etc. VE 

* [used to readin books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, * how ou: fathers persecuted mankind Bat I 
never appreciated it. Lreglit,bitit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not realiy appreciate 
thainfamies tbat have bzen committed in the name of religion until Isaw the iron arguments tha; 
Christians used." g ¢ 

Price, 10 Cents per Copy. - = 12 Copies for $1.00 : 
BUY A DOLLAH'S WORTH AND SCATLER THEM AMONG YOUR CHRISTIAN NEIGH ORS! 
Address THE ,RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


 HAND-BOOK - 


F 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
of subjects makes it a hand-book. AslIngersoll said of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason," it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.". Its wi 
variety of subjects include all the disputed poiuts between Christianity and Freethought - Prive, 
cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents Address THE CRUTH SEEKER. 
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Gems of Phought. 


Gop’s promis is good for nothing unless 
indorsed by man.—Znvestigator. ; 


Do not let matters of sentiment throw 
your heád out of plumb.— Galveston 
.News. > 

BEronE attacking an abuse we should 
see if we can ruin its foundations. — Cham- 
fort and Vauvenargues. © 


Darwin did more for mankind ae if j 
ol- | 


he had built & thousand hospitals. 
taire did more than if he had built a thou- 
sand asylums for the insane; he will pre- 
vent thousands from going insane. — Robert 
G. Ingersoll, 


But bolder they who first offcast 

Their moorings from the habitable past 

And ventured chartless on the sea 

Of storm-engendering liberty. - 
—President Eliot on the Peristyle of the 
Columbian Exposition.  . 


Tae greatest good ofa people is their . 


liberty. Liberty is to. the collectiv body 
what health is to every individual body. 
Without health no pleasure can be tasted 
by man; without liberty, no happiness 
ean be enjoyed by society.— Bolingbroke. 


Eaou soul, weak or strong, must judge, 
must refute, must suffer, for himself. 
Many & one lacks the courage for this 
‘awful responsibility. To such, the church 
of Rome opens her arms to welcome that 
soul and take his conscience into her keep- 
ing.—Marshall E, Smith. : 


SuznLEY misunderstood, ignored, re- 
viled, despised, rejected, persecuted 
during his life, now, two generations after 
his absorption into the eternal silence, is 
beginning to be accepted at his true worth 
by mankind, whose benefactor he was. 
The battle provoked by Whitman’s attack 
upon cherished error has not yet subsided 
but when the smoke of the conflict sha 
thin and roll away, humanity shall behold, 
at first dimly through .the mist and then 
ever clearer and more clear, his godlike 
face and figure by the side of his younger 
brother, and together they, the Ithuriel 
and Prometheus of the modern world, 
shall *beacon from the abode where the 
eternal are.”—Jsaac Hull Platt, ` 


: Every pulpit is overloaded with maxim. 
The threshold of the college is golden with 
ancient counsel. The statesman acknowl- 
edges that. he must serve the people, Are 
we satisfied with the laggard snd niggardly 
professions of service? What is honest? 
What will serve the public? Interpreta- 
tion read into act is the vein of life-blood. 
Admirable, in this light, are man and wo- 
man who utter a philoscphy which they 
will apply to the life they share. 
dream is vital. It foreruns. But with 
quick step fulfillment must follow and 
overtake. What do legislators mean by 
serving the people? May they not betray, 
even while the profession of service is on 
their lips?— Horace L. Traubel. 


‘Wit are told that the'press purifies public 
opinion. Do we giv public opinion a 
wholesome training, and stimulate real 
thought?: What is called ruling public 
opinion often means mere subserviency to 
public opinion. There is nothing’ more 
flattering than an echo.. To say to-day 
what every one will say to-morrow is often 
the one thing simed at by journalists. A 
young friend of mine went to a professor 
of journalism; all the professor’s ides of a 
journalist was the ability to spin words out 
of intellectual vacuity. Ten men can 
write now for every one man who could a 
few years ago. But are there ten times as 
many people who think for themselvs, and 
speak at first hand? A journalist should 
bear in mind that he should never write 
anonymously what he would be afraid to 
state openly. ‘Carlyle once stated that 
modern journalism was just so much ditch- 
work. A good many people seek to en- 
lighten the world who are mere impostors. 
-—Leslie Stephen. 


A man is, unto himself, the mean of his 
religion, the measure of his deity.. Except 
built upon ignorance and supported by 
tyranny, there can be no such thing as 4 
national religion, or even a religion com- 
mon in all essentials to any considerable 
community of individuals. {Í am religious, 
but I hav never come in contact with any- 
one whose creed corresponded exactly with 
my own, for the reason that I am myself 
and not someone else. If & man differ so 
much from his neighbors that he must be 
specially measured for his garments, still 
more must he be specially measured for 


his religion; for the unlikenessin physique |. 


etween one man and another is not nearly 
80 obvious and pronounced as is the un- 
likeness in psychique. This as far as 
mere creed or intellectual belief is con- 
cerned. But religion does not rest wholly, 
or even mainly, upon the intellectual. 
And, widely though men differ in intell-ct- 
ual, still more widely do they differ in 
moral and emotional, qualities; and it is 
in the soil of these that religion has its 
: £oote,— Saladin, 


The’ 
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Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year." 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. 


: Price. 
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Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- x 
DRIN, ooi iii rere reenseerea i Teresa eenss eo 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. 'T. E. Longshore................ 50 
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Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg.. 25 
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Pocket Theology. Voltaire s. 2% 
Why Dont God Kiil the Devil? M. Bab- 
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t Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

_ By Col. Robert G: Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

OTOL... cee ccceccccccces ceccesereccses 1i 

Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. : 

‘The Holy Bible Abridged... n. 80 
e ms of the Oh John E. 

ImSbUrTE....... eeeeeceee eene peccet 10 

. .. . [SSUES oF 1898.— $8. 

` | Thomas Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 

o ,Ingerso CERE RRSEETECRERATRRREEER NS cae 15 
| Ihe Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

— | . mann........:.. oscleveprcabeis es ees ous 50 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings i : 25 

40 

50 

25 

15 

50 

25 

15 

15 

50 

10 

25 

10 
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OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbserew and Rack. Illustrations sne- 
ciall Prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donal . Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By gohn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. Bv the Editor of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 2 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. 
Bell Cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 


.Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 


Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
evelopment, and that the Promotion of 

Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
en By bert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
oth, $1; paper, 50 cents, : 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide tolts Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. «BY Helen 
H. Gardener. oth, $1; paper, 60 cents. — 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 

The Church aud Freethought. y Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The. Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu. 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. z 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant binding, over one hundred por- 
Taits. 8b. 


Prove that th 


A CRAND DISCOVERY! 


Issuzs or 1894 —$8, 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald - 10 
Kelt. Contradiction ofthe Bible. W. H. Borr 15 
During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 
arly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 


e numbers sold at prices quoted 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


[MAGIC LANTERNS 


J s,2ll prices. Views illustrating 
avery, idest or, PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, eto. 

A profitable business for a man with a smati capital. Alse, 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 page Catalogue free. 
MCALLISTER, “ig. Opticians, 49 N 


Wettstein’s : Repair : Department, 
Orro WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Il.. Bro. Material- 


BEREA, OHIO. 
tst: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just three and a half 
days from the time it left this station. 

t was put into A No.1 shape and is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 
I have o'her work in your line to bedone you 
shall have it. A. E. BMITH. 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. I have personally 
managed my repair department for 34 years and 
no watch is permitted to leave my establishmen 
until in perfect order and closely regulated, 

PRICE LIST. 

Oleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or thre 

$1 jobs at $2.50. 
work warranted one year. Liberal dis. 
counts to agents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBERAL JBWELBR. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


DESIGNEROF STho Ingersoll bon ech B 
e Ingerso. uvenir 
Otto Wettstein Watch. KOAR 
. Bend for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 


' Mention THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


; rpm - € Varico: 

cele, Wentaland Physical Debilit: 

land who are desirous of being cured, 1 

M booklet will be sent to their address fo 

en cents, sealed in a plain envelope 

giving causes and symptoms of thecom. 

d P plaints, and a description ofthe Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Out» 

ward Application —a positive cure—the only rem 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo 
cess, Address, DR, R. P. FELLOWS, 

Say where you saw thisadvet. Vineland, N J. 


tI wish to say that I am an out-and-ont 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patfonage and not waste their 
time and money on OQ an doctors.—Dr. Fei. 


| Not for Parsons. 


| _Apam was put out of Eden for commit- 
"ting one sin, and yet there are liars and 
thieves who expect to be made welcome in 
heaven because their wives belong to the 
` church.—Ram’s Horn, 


Jones: ‘‘ My dear sir, I really need your 
help. I am as poor as a church mouse.” 
Brown: ‘‘ Very sorry, but I take no in- 
terest in church matters.”—Humoristi- 
sches Deutschland, Leipzig. 


Tue only moral a great many statesmen 
are likely to draw from the Breckinridge 
case is that it is a dangerous thing to hav 
anything to do with Sunday-schools and 
prayer-meetings.—N. Y. World, 


SuwDAY-SOHOOL 'CTEAGHER: ''Do you 
know how. many translations of the Bible 
hav been made in the work of. convertine 
the heathen?” Boy: “ No, ma’am; but I 
know all about the guns that was used. ”— 

ck. 


.''Is the victim scared?” asked the Can. 
nibal king. *'*No," answered the attend- 
ant. ‘‘He does nothing but look up and 
talk of resignation." His majesty gasped 
for breath.  ''Talmage!" he faltered, 
** Tt must be he.”—Puck, 


Apropos of the fascinations of golf, I 
heard the other day of a Scotchman, a re- 
tired minister of the kirk, who was deplor- 
ing the tendency of the game to become a 
ruling passion, and also to induce bad lan- 

uage., ‘In fact,” he said, ‘‘ I had to giv 
it up for that reason.” *''Giv up golf!" ex- 
claimed his friend. ‘‘ No,” said his rever- 
ence, **the meenistry."— London Truth, 


** I Don’t see what's the use of my being 
vaccinated again," said Tommy, baring 
his sru reluctantly for the doctor. ‘The 
human body changes every seven years, 
Tommy," replied his mother. ‘‘You are 
eleven years old now. You were in your 
fourth year when you were vaccinated 
first, and it has run out.” ‘* Well, I was 
baptized when I was a baby. Has that run 
out, too?"— Chícago Tribune. 


A wonTHY colored divine, after preach- 
ing a very ‘‘movin’ sermon," had given 
out the hymn and was beseeching the un- 
repentant to turn from the error of their 
way while the congregation sang: 


** While the lamp holds out to burn 
The vilest sinner may return." 


Just as the mellow voices of the dusky 
worshipers were quivering on the second 
line a particularly tough and unregenerate 
Sambo, with chicken feathers in his hair, 
rose and approached the altar. The par- 
son stopped in his exhortation, paralyzed 
with astonishment; then, suddenly finding 
voice, as if by inspiration, he shouted: 
** Blessed be de Lawd! Blow out de lamp!” 
—Memphis Commercial. 


Ds. EpwanD BepLom came over from 
Philadelphia one night recently, and was 
entertaining a choice group of friends with 
tales of the far East. In the edge of the 

roup sat a man from Pennsylvania, who 
Fad come over from Pottsville on some 
government business. He was all ears and 
eagerness. Hie name was Strauss. Finally 
the restraint became too intense, and he 
broke loose: ‘‘Toctor,” said he, ‘‘ what is 
dot new relichun I heers off apout Ohina? 
My wife has got it ferry bad, und I don'd 
understand it," ‘‘Tell me the name,” said 
Bedloe. *''Isit Mohammedanism, Buddh- 
ism, Shintoism, Tauism, Confucianism, 
or what?" ‘*No, it is no isms, but der 
name is like a tramp’s migrashun of der 
soul, sind it?"  ** Oh, you doubtless mean 
transmigration of the soul" ‘‘ Yah, dot’s 
it. Yust dell me about dot.” ‘Certainly. 
Transmigration of the soul is a very prett; 
poetic doctrin of metempsychosis, whic 
our friends of the Theosophical Society 
hav borrowed from the far East"—— 
“ Here, here, doctor, tell me vot dot 
means, so I can undershtand what you vas 
talking aboud.” ‘‘All right—i will tell 
you in plain language. Take yourself, for 
instance. You liv to the allotted age of 
threescore years and ten, and then you 
pass away. Your soul goes into the body 
of a bird—a canary, we'll say—and from 
your gilded cage you fill a lady’s boudoir 
with melody, living life of luxury and 
fed from the dainty fingers of beauty "—— 
**Oh, dot is peautiful, peautiful! I like 
dot.” ‘And then you die again, and your 
soul goes into a lovely flower in a garden, 
and you fill the sir with fragrance and de- 
light the eye with your exquisit color and 
delicacy of petals” —— ‘‘Ah, dot is fine. I 
like dot relichun.” ‘‘As I was saying, 
when you interrupted me, you liv the life 
of a flower, until one day & donkey gets 
into the garden, and, attracted by your 
loveliness, he eats you, and your soul 
passes into the donkey "——  '* Yah, yah.” 
——''"When some former acquaintance 
comes along, strokes your long ears and 


says: ‘Why, Strauss, is it you? How 
mu you hav changed! ”— Washington 
‘oat, 
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ZEKE KNOWS JUST WHERE HELL I8.—See Ezek. xxxii, 18-80. 


Old Testament Stories. 


Comically Illustrat d. 


iT WILL 
MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


hu " f G 


400 Pages. 200 


The Stories Humorously Toid—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
. Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor. 
A Queer Family, 

deaac and His “ Sister,” 


Against Jabin and Sisera, 
One of Twins, 


General Gideon. 


The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 


-corner 
THE 
PARSON. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthali and- His Human Sacrirum. 
Samson the Strong, >. ` 
Ruth and Boaz, . 
Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. - 


Boards, iluminated covers, #13; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1 0. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O, 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS: 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 
Pilute’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 
Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bodv; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; . 
Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 
tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The.. 
Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? ` 
The Origin of the Story; St. Paul's Account; St. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story: The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? - 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Darwin ui Mer Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonaz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fersed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 


besides ranking with Professor Huxley iu scien- | 


tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s & part of 
his conclusion regarding the4great subject of 
Design, to which the church sd often refers: 

E fius whether we look to the facts of adapta-. 
tion or.to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
nut organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causatiou, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. _Adaptation and 
beauty -are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible: 
and inasmach as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddeniy 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in ths 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God?” : 

ustrated. Price, cloth, 2. 


Addres, T MaUTE SEEKER. 


JY ows of the Week, 


Tux lives of ten firemen were lost in a 
theater fire in Milwaukee last week. — 

Gen. Henry W. Srocuw died in Brook. 
lyn April 14th. He was born Sept. 24, 1897, 


Tum death is announced in Paris of 
Henri Charles Georges Pouchet, the natu- 
ralist. NE . 

Tug National Dairy 


Union is rpnning 


.amuck against the manufacturers of oleo- 


margarine. 


Tux jury in the Pollard-Breckinridge 
Case brought in a verdict. of $15,000 for . 
the plaintiff. T ivo 


AT Middleport, O., ten men were ter- 
ribly burned by the upsetting of & mass of 
molten metal. : 


By the burning of the American Glucose 
Company's building in Buffalo: twelve to 
twenty lives were lost.. ; : 

Davi Duprey Fer, the distinguished 
jurist, codifier of the common law, died in 
New York on April 12th. 


`A new cable is being laid by the Oom- 
mercial Company between Waterville, 
Ireland, and Nova Scotia. .. . CET 

. Gzw. Josnpa B. Kursaaw, whose com- 
mand led the charge of Longstreet’s corps 
at Gettysburg, died last week at Oamden, 


le X. 


Eminio OASTELAR, the eminent Spanish 
politician. and writer, has abandoned the 
republican and .joined . the . monarchist 
group. » E 


A TERRIBLE explosion in the fireworks 
factory at Blandford, Vs., occurred on 
April 7th. Thirteen workmen were blown 
to pieces. ` : rgs 


HanvaRD OorLecE has been obliged to 
dismiss. two professors and four instructors 
because of diminution of receipts from in- 
vestments. f feet PM 

Tax Democratic House caucus adopted 
a resolution in favor of the removal of the 
ten per cent tax upon private and. state 
bankissues. . Ji VE. 


SENÄTOR ZEBULON B. Vanos of North 


' Carolina died at 10:45 Pim., April 14th, at 
 Woahingiòn, from & stroke of apoplexy. 


He was born in 1830. . 

. Tar Pennsylvania coke strikers are still 
intimidating, attacking, and killing work- 
men who are trying to continue work in 
order to support their families. ^ - 


` Governor Jackson of Iowa ordered out 
the militia to meet at Council Bluffs Kelly’s 
Oalifornia division of the Commonweal 


: | Army and prevent it stealing trains. . 


A sSNOW- and rain-storm, driven by & 
furious and disastrous gale, struck the 
Northern Atlantic coast last week. Much 
damage was done, on both land and water. 


Tue Minnesota Democratic Association 
denounces as ‘traitors to the party those 
Senators who oppose a reduction of the 
tariff. The addressis heartily commended 
by the leading Democratic. journals. - 


. Tum German government admits the 
truth of all the charges against its officials 
in the Cameroons, Africa. The cruelties 
practiced were worthy of the Inquisition. 
The government says it will punish the 
criminals, E 

IT is reported that Father Phelan, editor 
of the Western Watchman, of St. Louis, 


| will sign the apology and retraction de- 


manded by Archbishop Kain as the con- 
dition of the removal of the condemnation 
of the paper. ; s 


E. V. SwanLnEY, writing in the Forum, 
says that, ‘‘at a very moderate estimate, 
the farmer of our day, with the help of 
machinery, exerts a productiv force. equal 
to that of three men in-the days of his 
grandfather.” | vue. TA a 


REPRESENTATIV SPERRY of Connecticut 
has introduced a bill in the House to es- 
tablish inter-state banks—the government 
not to guarantee circulating notes but to 
hav general supervision through Comp- 
troller of the Currency. d 


. THe National Miners’ Convention has 
ordered sa general strike of soft coal 
miners, to begin April 91st. It throws 
two huudred thousand men out of work, 
and will close the mines in eleven states. 
More recruits for the '*Commonweal" 
armies! ` 


On April 14th the notorious Carl Browne, 
chief marshal of Coxey's Army of the 
Commonweal, was deposed by the army 
and the ‘Unknown’ putin charge, The 
next day Ooxey arrived and he and 
Browne turned out the ** Unknown,” al- 


j though the army, by & vote of 154 to 3, 


sustained the latter. Ooxey, however, 
told them that they must giv up the 
commissary wagons or their favorit leader, 
and they surrendered. The ‘‘Unknown” 
and Coxey's son, who stood by the ** Un- 
known," were sent out of camp. 
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SHALL THEY BE TAKEN ON BOARD? (Companion picture next week.) 


Uxor Sam vo Liserry:—If I let in that circus there will be no room left for you and some of the boys here, that's certain! 


POPULAR EDITIONS 
Pn OF - 


Thomas Paine’s Works. |THE WRITINGS 


a A C a a a a a D ISIN 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.3 
6 copies for $1; cloth. 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; clo., 756. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

ide). By J. E Remsborg, 
Portrait. ap. .; 0lo.,750. 
COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 
CRISIS. ; Written During An, 
evolution &D., 400.5 Clo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp.; 
elo.. $5: leather, 84; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

LIFE OF. By C. Blanchard. 
Pan ,40c.; clo., with portrait, 60c. 

LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Franco, and England, 
and a Sketch by William Cobbet: 
The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 506. 

LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 100 

POLITICAL WORKS: **Com- 
mon jac! *' Crisis," “ Rights of 

an -50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
br Verne; date 
oluti: J e $ T 

TESTIMONIALS TO His MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100. 

ORKS:** 
of Reason,” “ Examination of the 
partae dias dod pori uit Ed nu 

VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 

Ovserver. By R. G. Ingersoll. 100. 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CONWAY’S EDITION 
OF 


OF THOMAS PAINE. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ** The Life of Thomas Paine," ‘‘ Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” ete. 
Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's * Life of 


Four Volumes, Royal 
j Paine.” Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies’ bound in half leather, ilt 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ‘‘The Writings of Washington,” ‘‘ The 


Writings of Jefferson,” etc. Price, per volume, $4. 


For the general reader the $3 edition of Paine's works is sufficient, as it contains all of his 
writings upon which his fame substantially rests. But for those who desireto go deeper into the 
subject of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly commend the " Life of Paine” by Mr. 
Conway, and this edition of Paine’s works edited by him It is the fullest that we are likely to have, 
and the student of history, and particularly the writer, should have it upon his shelves, 

' The work will consist of four volumes, and will be arranged chronologically. The uude pf 
eriod of the 


America, as Paine said, made him an author, and the first volume will cover the i 
aine’s anti- 


Americaa Revolution, beginning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with 


-lavery essay, and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the Pennsylvant Magazine; 
these eing tollowed by the great revolutionary, political, ana controversial pamphlets which made 
such a profound impression on the country. 


.. Theseconn volume will consist mainiy ot the ‘‘ Rights of Man,” and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish p^litics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs, | : : 

The third and foarth volumes will consist mainly of Paine's religious writings, but will also 
contain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 
given Paine's poems. . g ; : 

The first volume is now ready for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
whole set will be taken and filled as the volumes appear, or the volumes oan be purchased sepa- 
rately. Address THE TRUTH SE R CO., 2 Lafayette Place, New York. > 


The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CPNTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


tot t 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
E e unter Answered Afürmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Price, 25 Cents, 
wo Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayetto Place, New York City. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Oivilized World for 


the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. - 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 


It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. 


It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought" will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 


of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 


Nothing 


Can be More Interesting, 


more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. 


The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. . Eternal vigi- 


lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnifie nt Whole, 
a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 
frem the chains and slavery of a barbarie creed and church. 


THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a ‘Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 


Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 
THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 


and Europe; 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
ry The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments : 


Philosophy.| Science. Education and 
Bruno. Copernicus. Eihies. 
Npin za, Galileo. Bacon. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. 
Locke. Da Vinci. Pestalozzi. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. 
Kant. - Lyell. Spencer. 
Hamilton. Dormin Owen.. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake, 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. 
Feuerbach. Girard 
Lick. 


THE PORTRAITS 


Literature. 
Boccaccio, Lessing. Voltaire. 
Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. 
Cervantes. Goethe. | French Salon. 
Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- 
Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. 
Gibbon. Victor Hugc. | Thomas Paine. 
Burns. Emerson. ' Jefferson. 
Shelley. Heine. | Mazzinui, 
Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. 
Pushkin. Whitman. | Mill. 
Teherny- Ingersoll. G »rabaldi. 

chewsky. Heinzen. 
OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS 


Government and Politics. 


and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


Woman's Emancipation. 


Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Castelar. Mary Wolistonoraft. 
Bradiaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Garrison, Frances Wright. 
Phillips. Lueretia Mott 
Parser. Ernestine L Rose. 
Sumner, ae Maria Child. 
Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Bakounine. | Elizabeth Oady Stanton. 
Warren. Susan B, Anthony. 
Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 
‘REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 
The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 


Press in modern times. 


zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 


It will give a history of the 


GREAT 


The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age. Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the Br itish Secular Ünion, and otlier Liberal associations 


throughout the world. 


It will contain the portraits of those who, up. to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won me 


tinction in other fields of effort. 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
" Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 
T. C. Leland, - 
T. B. Wakeman, 
Judge C. B. Waite. 


L. K. Washburn, 
Ernest Mendum, 
Charles Watts, 
G. W. Foote, 
Saladin, 

J. R. Monroe, 


George E Macdonald, 
E. M. Macdonald, 


J. D. Shaw, 


E. A. Stevens, 
H. L. Green, 


There will be the portraits of 


Capt. R. O. Adams, ` 
John R. Charlesworth, 
Samuel P. Putnam, 
John E. Remsburg, 
Franklio Steiner, 


Dr. E B. Foote, Sr., 
‘Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
.Prof. J, H. Oook, 

E. H Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 


James Parton, 
Abner Kneeland, 


Lillian Leland, 
Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Toe Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an ar ray of facts, such a surveysof cok? 


and such a galaxy of Freethought. 


There will also be about 


Mr. Pu'ram is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 


possible moment. 


Lhe name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the pr ss 
DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


will be enrolled in this book. 
This book will contain 


Over Six Hundred Pages o7 Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


yt will be elegantly bound. 


It wi-l be a book for the home and the fireside. 


It will be a book to give to 


your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 

This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever elven to the public. and no Freethinker 

can afford to be without it, It is a library in itself. 
-T 
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Address orders to 


HOW TO GET. 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT - 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 

Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends & most generous 
offer. 
We need more subscribers to Tug 
TaurH SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs * Four Hundred Years of. Free. 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good ` ‘all 
around. This is the offer : 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular- rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


And further, to mid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, ys 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HES!ON, | 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF [TS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W. 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. s 

Remember, to the Getter-up of The Glub, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
free, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either ‘*Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s 
‘Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It. ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. ` 

Those who get up these Clubs. will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 
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28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. NEW YORE. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 

Single subsoription. in advance.... .........:................ -$3 00 

One subscription two years, in advance. ............. ee ceases 5 00 


Two new subsoribers.........ceeessessseeeesee he nente reme 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
. One subscription with two new subsoribers, in one remit- 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order 
‘postal order, draft on New York, or. by registered letter. 
Address communications and. make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

: . 98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
-any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


To induce new subscriptions and promp. .eaew- 
. ala on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tae TaurH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought ” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Taura Szzkzm one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). 
Meus of Paine, of the.statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
: Rochelle. | l 

For $5 we will send Taz Truru Srexer one 
year ($8) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tar Trurn SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It isa digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters: ` 

‘For $4.50 we will send Taz Taura Szrxzr one 
. year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 

Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 
^ For $4 we will send Taz Terura SEEKER one year 


($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock’ 


in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tue Taurm SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Libera] desires to hav, at an exceed- 
- ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 


present readers will call the attention of their 


friends to the values offered. 


| against both evils. 


This edition of Paine’s works contains a. 


Schemes of the Sunday Tyrants. 

In the last issue of Tue TaurR Szexer Mr. Put- 
nam said that the question of church taxation was 
the most important issue for American Liberals. 
Without any desire to belittle the importance of 
that demand, we cannot help thinking that the en- 
croachments of the Sunday meddlers and despots 
constitute a still more deadly menace to the liberties 
and rights of our people than does the exemption 
of church property from taxation, outrageous as is 
the latter. And we think that Mr. Putnam will 
heartily agree with us after reading the text of the 
Kyle national Sunday Rest bill. But this is not 
material; the Liberals of the country can fight 
In fact, they must fight ; there 
is no escape from the conflict.. The enemy has 
chosen the battle-ground, and there we must meet 
him. And it is no mere skirmish which will follow 
the aligning of the respectiv forces of liberty and 
tyranny. k 

Two Sunday bills are now pending in Congress. 
The first was introduced on February 15th in the 
Senate, by Senator Gallinger, of New Hampshire, 


and referred to the Committee on Education and | 


Labor. On March 11th Representativ Morse, of 


Massachusetts, introduced the same bill in the 


House, where it was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. We printed this bill in 
Tue Trura Serer of March 10th, and reproduce 
it here: 


** A bill to protect the first day of the week, commonly 
called Sunday, as a day of rest and worship in the 
District of Columbia." 

** Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
ativs of the United States of America in Congress Assem- 
bled, That, on the first day of the week, known as the 
Lord’s day, set apart by general consent in accordance 
with divine appointment as a day of rest and worship, it 
shall be unlawful to perform any labor, except works of 
necessity and mercy and work by those who religiously 
observe Saturday, it performed in such a way as not toin- 
volve or disturb others; also to open places of business or 
traffic, except in the case of drug stores for the dispens- 
ing of medicins; also to make contracts or transact other 
commercial business; also to engage in noisy amuse- 
ments or amusements for gain, or entertainments for 
which admittance fees are charged, also to join in public 
processions, except funerals, which last shall not use 
music; also to perform any Court service, except in con- 
nection with arrests of criminals and service of process 
to prevent fraud. 

“Seoc. 2. That the penalty for violating any provision 
of this act shall be a fine of not less than $10 for the first 
offense; for second or subsequent offenses a fine not ex- 
ceeding $50, and imprisonment for not less than ten nor 
more than thirty days, and one year’s forfeiture of 
license, if any is held by the offender or his employer.” 


This is Senate Bill No. 1628 and House Bill 
No. 6215. The Senate Committee on Education 
and Labor consists of Senators James H. Kyle, 
South Dakota (chairman); James Z. George, 
Mississippi; Eppa Hunton, Virginia; Donelson 
Caffery, Louisiana; Edward Murphy, Jr, New 
York; Joseph M. Carey, Wyoming; William D. 
Washburn, Minnesota; Henry Cabot Lodge, Massa- 
chusetts; George C. Perkins, California. The 
House Committee on the District of Columbia is 
composed of these members: John T. Heard, Mis- 
souri (chairman): J. D. Richardson, Tennessee; 
Harry Welles Rusk, Maryland; J. E. Cobb, Ala- 
bama; E. E. Meredith, Virginia; C. A. Cadmus, 
New Jersey; J. Abbott, Texas; G, W. Cooper, 
Indiana; C. M. Cooper, Florida; A. C. Harmer, 
Pennsylvania; P.' S. Post, Illinois; William Cogs- 
well Massachusetts; J. J. Belden, New York; J. 
W: Babcock, Wisconsin. l 

The second bill was introduced by Senator Kyle 
of South Dakota on April 12th, and was reported 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. Fol- 
lowing is the full text of the infamous measure: 


“A bill for Sunday rest. 

** Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
ative of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That no person or corporation or agent, serv- 
ant, or employee of any person or corporation shall per- 
form or authorize to be performed any secular work, 
labor, or business to the disturbance of others, works of 
necessity and mercy and humanity excepted; nor shall any 
person engage in any play, game, or amusement or 
recreation to the disturbance of others on the first day of 
the week, commonly known as the Lord’s day, or during 
any part thereof, in any territory, district, vessel, or 
place subject to the exclusiv jurisdiction of the United 
States; nor shall it be lawful for any person or corpora- 
tion to receive pay for labor or service performed or 
rendered in violation of this section. 

‘Sec. 2. That no mails or mail matter shall here- 
after be transported in time of peace over any land 
postal route, nor shall any mail matter be collected, 
assorted, handled, or delivered during any part or 
the first day of the week: Provided, That whenever 
any letter shall relate to & work of necessity or mercy, 
or shall concern fhe health, life, or decease of any 
person, and the fact shall be plainly stated upon the 
face of the envelope containing the same, the postmaster- 
general shall provide for the transportation of such 
letter or letters in packages separate from other mail 
matter, and shall make regulations for the delivery 
thereof, the same having been received at its place of 
destination before the said first day of the week, during 
such limited portion of the day as shall best suit the 
public convenience and least interfere with the due ob- 
servance of the day as one of worship and rest: And pro- 
vided further, That when there shall hav been an inter- 
ruption in the due and regular transmission of the mails, 
it shall be lawful to so far examin the same when de- 
livered as to ascertain if there be such matter therein tor 
lawful delivery on the first day of the week. 

“Sec. 8. That the prosecution of commerce between 
the states and with the Indian tribes, the same not being 
work of necessity, mercy, or humanity, by the trans- 
portation of persons or property by land or water in such 
way as to interfere with or distirb the people in the 
enjoyment of the firat day of the week, or any portion 
thereof, as a day of rest from labor, the same not being 
labor of necessity, mercy, or humanity, or itd observance 
as & day of religious worship, is hereby prohibited, and 
any person or Corporation, or the agent, servant, or em- 
ployee of any person or corporation who shall wilfully 
violate this section shal! be punished by a fine of not less 
than ten nor more.than one thousand dollars, and no 
service performed in the prosecution of such prohibited 
commerce shal) be lawful, nor shall any compensation be 
recoverable or paid for the same. 

“Sec. 4, That all military and naval drills, musters, 
and parades, not in time of activ service or immediate 
preparation therefor, of soldiers, sailors, marines, or 
cadets of the United States on the first day of the week, 
except assemblies for the due and orderly observance of 
religious worship, are hereby prohibited, nor shall any 
unnecessary labor be performed or permitted in the 
military or naval service of the United States on the 
Lord’s day. 

“Sec. 5. That it shall be unlawful to pay or to receive 
payment or wages in any manner for service rendered or 
for labor performed or for the transportation of persons 
or property ia violation of the provisions of this act, nor 
shall any action lie for the recovery thereof, and when so 
paid, whether in advance or otherwise, the same may be 
recovered back by whoever shall first sue for the same. 

“Sec, 6. That labor or service performed and rendered 
on the first day of the week in consequence of accident, 
disaster, or unavoidable delays in making the regulur 
connections upon postal routes and routes of travel and 
transportation, the preservation of perishable and exposed 
property, and the regular sud necessary transporta- 
tion and delivery of articles of food in condition for 
healthy use, and such trausportation for short distances 
from one state, district, or territory into another state, 
district, or territory as by local laws shall be declared to 
be necessary for the public good, shall not be deemed 
violations of this act, but the same shall be construed, so 
far as possible, to seoure to the whole people rest from 
toil during the first day of the week, their mental and 
moral culture, and the religious observance of the Sab- 
bath day.” . ; 


This is Senate bill No. 1890. 

In coming issues of Tax TaurH Srzxzr we shall 
take up and dissect this bill section by section, 
showing its unconstitutionality, its needlessneas, its 
tyranny, and the practical union of church and 
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state which its passage would effect. At present 
we wish chiefly to call attention to the fact that it 
has been introduced and to urge upon the Free- 
thinkers of the United States immediate, unanimous, 
determined, and unremitting action to defeat it, 
and to defeat it so completely that it will be buried 
beyond hope of resurrection. 

It will be noticed that while the District of Co- 
lumbia bill is, by its title, avowedly designed to 
protect Sunday as a day of rest and worship, the 
Kyle bill comes under the hypocritical mask of 
* regt," although it reveals its real character unmis- 
takably in the last clause, in which it is declared 
that the law is to be construed so as to secure “the 
religious observance of the Sabbath day.” Here it 
is assumed that Sunday is the Sabbath, Congress 
being asked to decide a long-standing theological 
dispute. Who will dare say afterward, if this bill 
becomes a law, that Congress has not enacted relig- 
ious legislation? The Gallinger-Morse bill also 
assumes the truth of a theological dogma. It says 
that Sunday is divinely appointed as a day of rest 
and worship. If Congress may rightfully do this 
much, why may it not goa little further and re- 
enact the Thirty-Nine Articles, the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, or the Nicene Creed ? 

Colonel Ingersoll may be interested to know that 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of the 
District has indorsed the Kyle bill, on the ground 
that under it the Ingersoll Sunday evening lectures 
may be stopped. 

The Gallinger-Morse bill was referred to the 
Commissioners of the District for examination and 
consideration, and they handed it over to the attor- 
ney for the District, Mr. S. T. Thomas, who has 
made his report. The attorney refers to old-time 
Sunday laws, including some of those in force in 
England, and remarks that in most.of the states 
of the Union there is legislation on the subject, 
* following, as a rule, the lines of the general act of 
29th Charles II.” He speaks of the Massachusetts 
law on Sunday traveling, and observes that in sev- 
eral states the number of Sunday trains on railways 
is limited by statute. He also alludes to the Penn- 
sylvania law and its wide scope. Next, he sum- 
marizes the Sunday laws now in force in the Dis- 
trict, which are the provisions of the Maryland acts 
of 1723 and 1780, and the act of Congress of July 
29, 1892. This last is for the preservation of the 
public peace and order, and provides for the pun- 
ishment of the disturbers of a religious congrega- 
tion. Of course this end is legitimate, but to 
secure it no special law for Sunday is required, and 
neither should a congregation be held to be “ dis- 
turbed” by the pursuit of the ordinary vocations 
and avocations of the people on Sunday any more 
than on any other day. More than this—no law 
should be framed for the protection of “religious ” 
congregations. All public assemblages should share 
in the protection given by the state or city. 

Attorney Thomas says further that the police regu- 
lations of the District make it unlawful to sell news- 
papers after 10:30 a.m. of Sunday, and also require 
barber shops to be kept closed on that day. From 
all we hav quoted it would appear that the Sunday 
laws of the District need to be liberalized rather 
than to receive a new infusion of bigotry and pro- 
scription. In addition to the statutes already men- 
tioned, there is a law of Congress approved March 
9, 1898, regulating the sale of liquor on Sunday. 
Mr. Thomas thinks that there is no need for addi- 
tional Sunday legislation— saying that the number 
of arrests on Sunday are thirty per cent less than 
on other days. He particularly objects to the 
clauses in the Gallinger-Morse bill against entertain- 
ments and prohibiting music in funeral processions. 
But after all this he finds it necessary to “cast an 
anchor to windward,” and this is the way he tries 
to get on the good side of the clerics: , 

‘Sunday laws are not based on the ides that it is 
immoral or irreligious to labor on the Sabbath day, 
but on grounds of public charity, in order to protect 
all persons from the physical and moral debasement 
which comes from uninterrupted labor. Such laws are 
merciful and beneficial, especially to the poor and de- 
pendent, to laborers and mechanics in factories, work- 
shops, and the heated rooms and close quarters of great 


cities. The keeping one day in seven as a time of relax- 
ation and reflection, as well as for public worship, is 


deemed to be of admirable service to the state. Itenables 
the industrious workman to pursue his occupation in the 
ensuing week with renewed vigor and cheerfulness, 
From the examination I hav been able to giv the subject 
I do not conceive the necessity for the enactment of the 
bill in question. All laws should be founded on neces- 
sity. If, however, the commissioners, on mature reflec- 
tion, should be of opinion that this District stands in 
need of further moral legislation, the present bill ap- 
pears to be in good form, and they might favorably rec- 
ommend it to Congress for enactment.” 

After having declared that there is no need for 
further Sunday legislation in the District, this “ ad- 
viser" of the commissioners has not the moral 
backbone to unreservedly tell them that they should 
not recommend the bill to Congress. On the con- 
trary, he intimates that they would do.well to ask 
for its passage, for it is in “good form!” Then 
look at his plea for Sunday laws! “Sunday laws 
are not based on the idea that it is immoral or irre- 
ligious to labor” on Sunday, he says. But that is 
just what they are based on, and the very bill he is 
talking about is distinctly said to be for the protec- 
tion of “worship.” Of course we know that the 
word “ protection ” should be “promote,” for gen- 
eral laws, applicable to all days alike, are ample for 
the protection of worship. He indulges in the 
ordinary cant about “rest” and the “laborer.” 
These are simply the mask-words of the theologians. 
Adequate rest for all can easily be secured without 
interfering with the Sunday liberty of the people. 
By dividing workmen into relays all can get one day’s 
rest in seven, or even more, without resort to re- 
ligious laws. The Leavenworth (Kansas) Standard, 
commenting upon our previous arguments touching 
this matter, well and tersely says: “ This arrange- 
ment provides in fact all that is asked for and goes 
further, and accomplishes a still greater good, as it 
will giv employment to one-seventh more men in 
the United States, probably somewhere near a 
quarter of a million [on railroads]. It remains to 
be seen whether the advocates [of Sunday laws] are 
honest or dishonest. If honest they will accept 
the amendment. If dishonest tricksters and frauds 
they will refuse to do so.” 

When Mr. Thomas weeps for the poor laborers in 
the “heated rooms and close quarters of large 
cities,” he forgets that they are the ones who would 
suffer most severely from a Sunday law which 
should stop the running of Sunday trains and 
street cars. Sunday is the only day in which most 
of them can get into the country or to the seashore. 
No one disputes the fact that the laborer pursues 
his occupation with renewed vigor and cheerfulness 
after he rests, but we fail to see that this calls for 
a law compelling him to sleep at night, or that it 
necessitates that all workmen rest at the same time. 
Hither conclusion would be ridiculous. 

It is evident that the attorney for the District of 
Columbia was embarrassed by the problem pre- 
sented to him, which was to so decide as to please 
both the friends and foes of Sunday laws. Sunday 
statutes are not enacted to enforce morality, he 
avers. Then he pléads for them in order to giv the 
laborer a day of rest (which he can hav without 
them), after which he says that he sees no necessity 
for the bill in question, and he winds up by telling 
the Commissioners that if they think the “ District 
stands in need of further moral legislation the pres- 
ent bill appears to be in good form"! But as this 
bill seeks to secure & more rig d observance of Sun- 
day laws, and as Sunday laws are, according to his 
argument, not moral, but economic or sanitary stat- 
utes, how does he establish the truth of the assev- 
eration that the adoption of this bill would giv the 
District more moral legislation? 


The Christian amendment is scotched, not killed. 
It is almost safe to say that it will not revive dur- 
ing this session of Congress. Yet the Senate com- 
mittee may force it again upon the attention of the 
country. It will hav to be watched. Watching 
will probably be all that is necessary, just now. At 
present the real struggle is over the two Sunday 
bills. Let every Freethinker in the country write 
to the members of the committees which hav the 
bills on their files. Do not fail to do this. It will 
be the most effectiv kind of protest. If the bills are 
reported favorably, it will be necessary to write also 
to the Representatiy from your district and to your 


Senators. If the national Sunday Rest bill is intro. 
duced in the House we will giv you the names of 
the members of the committee to which it is referred. 
You hav above the names of all the other committee. 
men. Write, write at once, and write to as many ag 
youcan. Put your protest and sound arguments, in 
brief, before them. Make yourselvs felt. 

Mr. Putnam will obtain hearings before the 
committees if he can. .And he needs financial help. 
He ean get it from none but the live Freethinkerg 
of the United States. We ought to hava perma. 
nent bureau at Washington, and that we shall hay 
as soon as we can perfect our organization suffi. 
ciently and raise the needed funds. Can not some 
of our Freethought attorneys go to Washington and 
help Mr. Putnam? The agents of the theocrats are 
swarming there. Ministers and bishops are pulling 
the wires that move the legislators of the nation. 
When the first Sunday bill for the District wag 
pending, the chairman of the sub-committee of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia was warned 
that if he reported the bill unfavorably he would 
not go back to Congress. He did hand in an ad- 
verse report, and he did not go back to Congress, 
Such are the influences that secure the enactment of 
religious laws. Freethinkers! stiffen the backbones 
of your Representativs and Senators. 

Send for protests against the two Sunday bills. 


. Moore, Southgate, and Kentucky Law. 


Charles C. Moore, of the Blue Grass. Blade, 
‘should hav little difficulty in showing the court and 
jury that the charge of “blasphemy” is not in har. ' 
mony with the letter and spirit of the Kentucky 
constitution. That instrument says: 


“ Section 1. All men are by nature free and equal and 
hav certain inherent rights, among which may be reckoned: 

** Sec. 2. The right of worshiping God almighty accord- 
ing to the dictates of their consciences. 

“Sec. 4. The right of freely communicating their 
thoughts and opinions. 

* Sec. 5. No preference shall ever be given by law to 
any religious sect, society, or denomination; nor to any 
particular creed, mode of worship, or system of ecclesi- 
astical polity; nor shall any person be compelled to at- 
tend any place of worship, to contribute to the erection 
or maintenance of any such place, or to the salary or 
support of any minister of religion; nor shall any man be 
compelled to send his child to any school to which he 
may be conscientiously opposed; and the civil rights, 
privileges, or capacities of no person shall be taken away, 
or in any wise diminished or enlarged, on account of his 
belief or disbelief of any religious tenet, dogma, or teach- 
ing. No human authority shall, in any case whatever, 
control or interfere with the rights of conscience.” 

Rev. Mr. Southgate can get little comfort from 
Sections 4 and 5. But this is not all Mr. Moore | 
was a witness for the state when a man named 
Bush was on trial for the murder of a Miss Van 
Meter. The case was appealed on the ground that 
Moore was a blasphemer and his testimony incom- 
petent in any court. The Court of Appeals sus- 
tained the verdict, saying, “It is highly improper 
to ask a witness his religious beliefs or unbeliefs. " 
That is right to the point. 

Of Rev. Mr. Southgate, the Pasholasville (Ken- 
tucky) Democrat remarks: 

‘‘ The preacher who thinks he has a right to stand up 
before his handful of ethnological curiosities and express 
his scandalous belief and exercises the right to blast 
every man who does not swallow his prima facie absurd- 
ities, thinks the mouth of these blasted should be sealed, 
that they should be locked up because he cannot sucóers- 
fully controvert them with logic, reason, and common 
sense; he appeals to brute force like a Goth with a club- 
or a policeman with a clamper. è 

“He has made big money by seizing the natural ad- 
vantages in land and town lots and belongs to that gang 
of Bedouins of the desert who ride in advance and seize 
the water and when the famishing people come up they 
must shell out or die of thirst; the same crowd who hate 
Thomas Jefferson’s doctrin that the earth belongs in 
usufruct to the living.” 

The Blade is to be published by the American 
Press Association of Cincinnati and a large edition 
will be run off and sold through the news com- 
panies. Perhaps Mr. Southgate some day will come 
to understand that persecution does not pay in this 
age—that every attempt to suppress but scatters 
more widely the seed of that which the persecutor 
would destroy by brute force. 


———»—— M L 
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A Methodist View of Hugh Price Hughes. 


Rev. Hugh Price Hughes still doggedly refuses 
to take notice of Editor Foote's complete exposure 
of the * Atheist Shoemaker” story, except by the 
continued circulation of Mr. Holyoake's alleged 
« vindication.” But Mr. Hughes does not find his 
course approved by all of his own denomination. 
The Crusader, a Methodist paper, declares that the 
time has come when his brethren must stimulate 
Mr. Huglies “to meet the grave impeachment upon 
his veracity and good faith." The Crusader con- 
tinues: 

‘This necessity is the more urgently laid upon Meth- 
odists because of Mr. Hughes’s well-known mental inca- 
pacity to admit a mistake except under the most over- 
whelming pressure. Indeed it is difficult to recollect any 
instance in which he has ever frankly and unreservedly 
done so. It is enough, however, to, say that he must refute 
the charges now made against him if he is to continue to 
hold his place in the Methodist connection. Mr. 
Holyoake's investigation and report carry no judicial 
weight for the most obvious reasons. The plaintiff was 
no party to the inquiry, which was secretly instituted be- 
hind his back by friendly arrangement with the defend- 
ant. The charges against Mr. Hughes's veracity 
and good faith are no longer the charges of .merely Mr. 
Foote, the Secularist, but of the Methodist father and 
brothers of the dead man. These relations of 
the alleged Atheist Shoemaker state that the greater part 
of Mr. Hughes’s book is utterly false, and they furnish 
the most explicit evidence, demolishing statement after 
statement for which Mr. Hughes assumed the fullest re- 
sponsibility.” ' 

The Crusader also says that Mr. Foote's proposal 
for a court of honor is “most fair and reasonable.” 
It remarks that Mr. Hughes is “seldom hampered 
by inconvenient candor,” refers to the “inborn 
meanness” of some of his actions in connection 
with this matter, and declares that Mr. Foote “ has 
presented evidence with respect to his allegations 
amply establishing a prima facie case. He has 
not merely asserted but is prepared to prove his 
charges.” This Methodist paper closes its article 
on Price Hughes's veracity and the alleged “ inves- 
tigation” with these stinging words : 

‘The Atheist Shoemaker is not the first, nor the gec- 
ond, nor the third public statement which Mr. Price 
Hughes has put forth and failed to substantiate. This 
time silence will not avail him. He must refute the pres- 
ent charges or descend from his place as a religious 
teacher. Is the ‘Atheist Shoemaker’ a true story? Or 
is it one of the most contemptible ‘pious frauds’ which 
members of the church in whose supposed interest it 
was launched ought to be the foremost to expose and 
condemn?” 

We suggest that the Literary Digest find room 
for a summary of the Crusader’s article, since it 80 
early printed a gist of Mr. Holyoake’s letter in the 
Methodist Times. i 


«Church Property” will soon be ready for de- 
livery. The first orders received will, of course, be 
the first filled. We hope to send out within the 
next three months at least ten thousand copies of 
this compendium of facts and arguments. 


Christianity is always a civilizing influence, and 
itis getting in its work in excellent shape in South 
Africa. London Zruth says that the authorities at 
Johannesburg decreed that no Kaffir may walk on 
the pavement with white men. More than two 
hundred Kaffürs have received ten lashes each for 
violating the “law,” of which they were probably 
ignorant. The “cat” with which the whipping was 
done was first steeped in brine, and after the lash- 
ing salt water was thrown over the victim’s lacer- 
ated back. 


— dr—— 

Of course English “respeetability” is greatly 
distressed by all talk which hints at the deposition 
of the reigning family, and it is likewise deeply 
concerned for the preservation of the “Sabbath.” 
A short time since the Prince of Wales was in 
Paris, and Figaro reports that he spent a Sunday 
evening at the Renaissance Theater and applauded 
the play. At the close of the third act he visited 
the room of Sarah Bernhardt, whom he felicitated 
both on her admirable acting and on her choice of 
the fine drama, “Izeyl.” This is & drama in which 
Buddha is substituted for Jesus and the Magdalene. 
The London Freethinker asks, “ What will English 
Sabbatarians say to this?" and answers: ** Why, 
they will go on prosecuting barbers and newsboys 


Lutheran churches are doing likewise. 


4 


who try to earn an honest penny on Sunday." The 
United States are overrun with the same species of 
pests. l 

A. W. Shatford volunteers this about two of the 
books on the shelves of the Truth Seeker Company : 

“Iam now reading ‘Right Living.’ As a guide book 
to good conduct it is worth all the Bibles that were ever 
printed. Every page bristles with common sense, and the 


incentiv to nobler action and a better life taught therein 
is the correct one. I would recommend Miss Wixon’s 


book to those Freethinkers who delay. paying their 
their subscriptions to Taz TRUTH SzexeR. It should be 
put into, the hands of the growing sons and daughters in 
every household. I would also strongly recommend 
‘Pleasure and Progress,’ It too is a grand book.” 


SR ict SOF a ee ee 

The Lutheran church of Madisonville, Ohio, 
sends a memorial to Congress against the Christian 
amendment. The memorial is signed by the pastor 
and two hundred communicants. Scores of other 
The Lu- 
therans are putting rival Christian bodies to shame, 
But the Cincinnati Post is, of course, mistaken in 


its statement that this protest of the Madisonville 


church is the first presented to Congress against 
the amendment. Thousands of names from Free- 
thinkers and others hav been received by both 


houses. 
1 9—————————— 


‘There is a family in Oregon which has a peculiar 
religious faith. They work for six years and rest the 
whole of the seventh year, They base their religion on 
the Bible, and claim that all other religions are false."— 
Cleveland News and Herald. 

And they are right; all religions are false which 
claim to base Sabbath observance upon the Bible 
and yet fail to keep the seventh-year Sabbath. The 
biblical sanction for the yearly rest is precisely 
the same as for the weekly rest. If it is anti- 
scriptural to work and play on the seventh day 
(first day, the Sundayite now says) of the week, it 
is equally anti-seriptural to work and play in the 
seventh year. These Oregon people are genuin 
Jews; the Sabbath Observance Union agitators are 
hybrids. 


** A dispatch from Uganda says the British hav declared 
war against King Kabaraga of Unyoro, because of his 
aggressivness against King Toro, the ruler of a tribe 
friendly to the British. Kabaraga, who is a powerful 
chief, resented the erection upon his territory of several 
British forts, and sent an army to punish Toro, who per- 
mitted the forts to be built. In consequence, a British 
force, consisting of Nubian soldiers under the command 
of Captain Owen, has been sent to meet Kabaraga’s 
army. Captain Owen has with him a Maxim gun, and 
Kabaraga’s army is large and well armed. Desperate 
fighting is expected.” 

Christian nations seem much more ready to 
“civilize” the people of Africa with Maxim guns 
than with Christian maxims. By the way, what 
would be the feeling in England and the action of 
the English government if France should cross the 
Channel and erect several French forts upon 
British territory? Is there, indeed, so much differ- 
ence between six and one-half dozen, and hav 
“savages” no rights which the followers of the 
* Prince of Peace” are bound to respect ? 


A meeting of considerable interest to  Free- 
thinkers will be the * American Congress of Liberal 
Religious Societies,” to be held in Chicago in May. 
The eall is issued by those who believe in the 
“great law and life of love" and who desire “a 
nearer and more helpful fellowship in the social, 
edueational, industrial, moral, and religious thought 
and work of the world." The signers to this call 
include preachers, rabbis, lecturers, editors, and 
other representativs of Congregational, Unitarian, 
Universalist, and independent Christian churches, 
Jewish congregations, and one Freethought maga- 
zine. A few of the more prominent signers are 
Revs. H. W. Thomas, E. L. Rexford, M. J. Savage, 
W. E. Copeland, P. R. Frothingham, Frederick A. 
Hinckley, Jenkin Lloyd Jones, Mary A. Safford, 
Celia P. Wooley; Rabbis E. G. Hirsch, Joseph 
Silverman, K. Kohler, Henry Cohen, Louis Gross- 
man; Messrs. William Salter, Francis W. Parker, 
Paul Carus, B. O. Flower, H. L. Green, Henry D. 
Lloyd, J. G. Sehurman; Bertha Honore Palmer, 
Prof. John Fiske. About two hundred names are 
attached to the call, 


261 


About Our Books. 


We hav just printed new editions of the following 
works: 

** Martyrdom of Man," by Winwood Reade. 'This is the 
ninth edition of this splendid work, and since we hav re- 
duced the price (to $1), to meet the times, we hav sold 
them faster than ever before. : 

“ Lay Sermons," by Col. Ingersoll. This little tract is 
a sort of exposition of Mr. Ingersoll’s opinion on social 
matters. Price 5 cents. 

** Self-Contradictions of the Bible,” by William Henry 
Burr. This edition is we-don’t-know-how-many thou- 
sandth. The Boston Christian crank, Hastings, has got 
out a “reply” to it, but it’s like ‘‘Lambert’s Notes on 
Ingersoll ”—no reply at all. There can’t be any reply. 
Two and two Can never to be made to count five, no matter 
what the pious necessities of the case. Price of ''Self- 
Contradictions,” 15 cents. 

‘*Crimes of Preachers.” A list of the clerics who hav 
been Caught, sofar as we could discover from a necessar- 
ily limited reading of newspapers. And we are still catch- 
ing them. Most of them are guilty of ministerial con- 
duct with the sisters, and it makes queer reading, 
considering what they pretend to be. Like Breckinridge, 
of pious fame, the ministers are great boys with the girls, 
and several thousands of them deserve an overcoat of ex- 
ceptional adhesivness and fluffíness. 

Remsburg's five little five-cent tracts are good mission- 
ary documents, and the people use them freely. ‘* De- 
cline of Faith,” ** Protestant Intolerance,” ‘‘ Washing- 
ion an Unbeliever," ‘‘ Jefferson and Franklin” ditto, 
hav each sold into the thousands, as well as ‘‘ Sabbath 
Breaking.” 

**Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated" still goes 
and is still agoing fast. The edition just printed was two 


thousand, and we shall hav to print another in a week or 


two. Agents are doing exceptionally well with this book. 
It sells to almost everybody who seesit. One man sold 
thirty-six copies in six hours—an average of one each ten 
minutes. Another sold eleven in two hours, and another 
a dozen in half a day. It’s a great book for fun as well as 
for solid argument, sound sense, and historical research 
into Old Testament history. The price is still $1 because 
we can’t make it cheaper. 

Paine’s *Age of Reason” is a book that sells more 
and more as the years roll by. New editions of it are so 
frequent that we forget to mention them. It has prob- 
ably made more Infidels than any other one book. 
Price 25 cents, aud if anyone wants to distribute a hun- 
dred around the neighborhood to make more Infidels we 
will let them go at a loss It will come back to us in 
good works. 

‘*Thumbscrew and Rack,” by George Macdonald is in 
the second edition and on the third thousand already. 
It's a great eye-opener and every Freethinker who wants 
to help along should buy a dollar's worth and giv them 
away. 

**'The Bible Inquirer," by Andrew Jacobson had long 
been out of print till we purchased plates and copyright 
from the author, but judging from the way they are sell- 
ing it was a great mistake to allow it to lie idle. It has 
done good and will do more in our hands, for we intend 
to circulate it extensivly. Price 25 cents. 

“ Sister Lucy,” a revelation of the way things are 
done in convents, is in its tenth or twelfth thousand, It 
hits particularly at the Roman Oatholic church, and hits 
hard. Price 10 cents. 

Last, but not least, our new Catalog. The descriptions 
of the books in it are as good as some more pretentious 
missionary leaflets, and it has the merit of being the 
cheapest of all. We hav given away several thousands 
and are willing and anxious to giv away more. Send for 
it, read it, and you are bound to buy some books, which 
helps us along wonderfully. The Catalog is free, and 
the books it advertises are all good and cheap. — 

A queer little book that we hav published for the author, 
Baron Harden Hickey, is ‘‘ Euthanasia; or the Ethics of 
Suicide.” We don’t recommend its doctrin, but itisa 
little startling to find that a great many philosophers hav 
looked upon suicide as a legitimate method of avoiding 
trouble. They ought to hav known better. Price 50 
cents, ' 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton says that the cause of woman 
suffrage is making great progress in New York state, 
That is good, but if she wants to know what progress 
woman herself has made in the last four centuries she 
should read Miss Wixon’s latest pamphlet on the subject, 
being her speech at the International Congress of Free- 
thinkers held at Chicago last October. Price 10 cents. 


FBaNELIN STEINER is arranging for a trip through 
Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, the Dakotas, and Wisconsin. 
Liberals in those states wishing lectures should address 


him to box 882, Des Moines, Ia. 


J. E. Remssore bas been lecturing in Nebraska. He 
spoke in Peru, April 12th; Elkhorn, 13th; Hooper, 14th 
and 15th; Clearwater, 16th; Fremont, 18th and 19ch; 
North Bend, 20th; Wahoo, 21st and 22nd; Orete, 23d; 
Cooke 24th, 25th, and 26th. Hoe is billed for St. Joseph, 
Mo., April 29th, and Huron, Kan., May 1st. He then 
goes to Missouri, where he has the following list of ap- 
pointments: Warrensburg, May 6th (2 P.M.); Kansas 
City, 6th (8Pp.m.); Liberal, 7th; Ava, 8th and 9th; Siloam 
Springs, 10th; West Plains, 11th; Dixon, 12th and 18th. 
Springfield, 14th; Joplin, 16th and 16th; Ohanute(Kan.), 
17th; Belton, 18th, 
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Communications. 


“Christianity Outside the Churches.” 


I. 

The above is the amusing heading of an “ open 
letter” in the September number of the Century, by 
The ami- 
able doctor does not intend it to be amusing. Quite 
the contrary. Nor does it signify to him and his 


the Rev. Dr. Wm. Chauncey Langdon. 


like what those outside the churches see in it. 


Dr. Langdon’s thought (how kind in him to say 
it!) is that there are some good men outside the 
It is evidently a new idea to him. He 
was doubtless trained, as all clergymen are, to re- 
gard Infidels as the enemies of the human race. 
But he cannot quite shut his eyes to the facts of his 
He shows no acquaintance with the writings 
of the great Freethinkers, but there is & good deal 
of thinking, more or less free, done nowadays inside 
The reverend doctors are saying 
things that would hav got men into jail fifty years 


churches. 


time. 


the churches. 


ago, and into the fire three hundred years ago. Dr. 


Langdon innocently thinks it safe to read and 
quote what the Rev. Freethinker, D.D., says; but 
He quotes some very heterodox 
expressions from Rev. Dr. Newman Smyth (“ Per- 
sonal Creeds”) and Professor Bruce (* Kingdom of 
“There is now a good deal of unformu- 
lated and even unbaptized Christianity in the 
thought and life of men outside the church.” “With 
a high sense of moral honor they prefer to go with- 
out any belief in a divine plan of salvation rather 


let him beware. 


God ”). 


than to profess belief in some conceptions which 
take no activ hold on their experience of life.” 


“Instead of claiming for the church that within it 


alone is salvation to be found, earnest men are 
more inclined to ask whether salvation is to be 
found in it at all, and does not rather consist in 
escaping from its influence.” And more to the 
same effect. 

This guileless and garrulous D.D. seems uncon- 
scious that he is telling an open secret, and un- 
aware that the facts he witnesses are premonitions 
of 


** The tempest of the twilight of all gods, 
And sundown of the spirit that was man." 


“The church " is going to reform, he thinks, and 
then these good men now standing outside will come 
in. «When the churches,” he says, “or any one of 
them, by her leaders and representativ men, shall, 
with honest and manly candor, court criticism and the 
most searching trial of all things which may hav be- 
come unreal, when they manifesta sincere devotion, 
above all things else, to Christ’s Christianity, even 
should the theological traditions of their past be 
convicted of error, in the new light of truth, and 
the customs and methods and ecclesiastical life, 
which are now taken for granted, of unreality by 
the new revelation; when any church thus illus- 
trates its supreme loyalty to truth and to Christ, 
then those who now stand so utterly apart, in their 
own loyalty to both, will return by one and another, 
and at last in flocks, to ecclesiastical allegiance.” 
And in this hope he is encouraged by Dr. Smyth 
and Professor Bruce. He quotes the latter as fol- 
lows: “Tf, as both faith and philosophy attest, 
Christianity be the absolute religion, perennial. be- 
cause perfect, not destined to be superseded by 
any better, because better is impossible, it must be 
able to shake itself clear of whatever hampers the 
free expression of its eternal vitality. The 
need of a new hour of emancipation is a prophecy 
of its coming.” 

I hav quoted thus extensivly to show the spirit of 
these writers. In the whole article the word “ In- 
fidel ” does not once occur. When doctors of divin- 
ity can speak of those who reject their creeds with- 
out shooting the poisoned arrows of vituperation, 
that fact is itself a prophecy of the coming of “a 
new hour of emancipation.” Our war with such 
men as these is not to the death. They are friends 
in disguise. But to “the church" they are wolves 
in sheep’s clothing—traitors mining the citadel from 
within. 

In their admissions we read the doom of “ the 
church.” All that the most radical Freethinkers 
hav been saving is here practically admitted by 
those who call themselvs Christians. But they are 
unconscious traitors. They do not mean to stab 
their mother. It is a case of confusion of thought, 
and we are just beginning to realize how common 
that is among men. They are the dupes of names. 
They plainly see that something is wrong with “the 
church ;” that, as Dr. Briggs says in the Forum 
(quoted in the Springfield Republican), “the 
church has lost the confidence of the people in its 
ability to to teach them the truth, and in its author- 
ity as a divine institution.” But they fail to see 
that the distinction between “the church” and 
* Christianity " is a distinction without a difference. 


| «the church." 


dead body of the other. 
To speak of “Christianity outside the churches’ 
is to use self-contradictory language. 


Christianity. 


When we play fast and loose with language, we 
There is one way to find out 
what a word means, and it is-no¢ to evolve it from 
We cannot make 
an unreality real simply by giving it a familiar name. 
“They are the counters of 
Most men are the 


stultify ourselvs. 
the depths of our consciousness. 
Words are not things. 


wise men, the money of fools.” 
slaves of names, as they were in Hobbes’s time. 


Let these reverend doctors emancipate themselvs. 
Let them escape from the confusion of thought 
which blinds them to the obvious implications of 
Let them attach clear 
They 
will then, if they are honest, come out from an in- 
stitution whose teachings they reject, and join us in 
They are probably injuring the 
church as much by fighting it from the inside, but 
to injure the church is not the:only nor the para- 
To tear down the church 
is a means, not an end. The end is to build up 
righteousness, to inculcate loyalty to truth, not 
“loyalty to truth and to Christ,” to use Dr. Lang- 
don’s absurd phrase, but loyalty to truth, Christ or 
no Christ. The end is to set mankind free, and 


the truths they now see. 
and definit meanings to the words they use. 


open war upon it. 


mount duty of the hour. 


loyalty to truth is freedom. The end is to establish 
justice among men, and liberty is justice. 


mutual kate. 


Dr. Langdon shows more kindness of heart than 
clearness of head when he applies the name * Chris- 
tians” to “them that are without” (his name for 
those usually stigmatized as “Infidels” by hia 
That title we must in candor 
disclaim. We do not know, and we fear our friends 


brother theologians). 


do not, in what sense they use the word Christian 
when they apply it to those who reject all that the 
world has ever called Christianity. The word 
has never been extensivly used in any sense that 
will permit us to call ourselvs Christians. Not only 
80, but it calls up too many associations that excite 
our horror and indignation, and we cannot strip it 
of those associations, howéver sincerely we may 
wish to do so. 

The word may not perish with the thing it now 
describes. It may cease to be synonymous with 
superstition and. bigotry, with hate and war and 
persecution, with the holy Inquisition, with rack and 
dungeon and fire, with absurd and horrible dogmas, 
with hell and damnation. It has survived already 
a thousand changes of meaning. The Christianity 
that sent millions of witches, Jews, and unbelievers 
to death is already dead, as extinct as 

**'Those monsters of the prime | 
That tare each other in their slime.” 
To each of the multitude of wranglin sects which 


illustrate Christian love by hating onc another, the. 


word has a different meaning, and new sects are 
constantly making confusion worse confounded. 
Is not Briggsism a kind of religion heretofore un- 
known? Perhaps this is the new revelation spoken 
of by Dr. Langdon. 

Again Isay,let us not be the dupes of worde. 
When Professor Bruce speaks of Christianity as 
“the absolute religion, perennial because perfect,” 
he uses language thatis unintelligible to those who 
take the word in its ordinary sense or in any sense 
sauctioned by usage. Nothing that is now called 
or has been called by that name can be perennial. 

Christianity is doomed. In the same number of 
the Century with Dr. Langdon's “Open Letter " is 
an artiele by G. E. Woodberry, in which he speaks 
(p. 682) of “the modern malady of incredulity” I 
will not quarrel here with the phrase. I wish to 
point out that the “malady” is contagious and in- 
curable, and its inevitable spread means the inevit- 
able downfall of “the church.” The ages of faith 
are forever gone. ‘The thoughts of men are 
widened with the process of the suns.” 

The world will dispense with Christianity because 
it can no longer believe, and will not much longer 
pretend to believe. 

The world will dispense with Christianity because 
it cannot dispense with righteousness. I need not 
catalog here the crimes of * the church,” nor dwell 
upon her dark and cruel and bloody history. What 
needs to be insisted on is that now, though shorn 
of her power and held in awe by public opinion, 
she is the prolific mother of evils innumerable. 
She blocks the progress of mankind. On many of 
the most momentous questions of the time she is 


“The church” is Christianity, and Christianity is 
Or, if not identical, they are Siam- 
ese twins, and neither can long drag around the 


The unbroken | 
traditions of more than a thousand years of Chris- 
tian teaching is that outside the church there is no 


Truth, 
Freedom, Justice, these three are one; here is a 
Holy Trinity which all men may worship without 
fear, without idolatry, without superstition, without 


| either dumb, or what she says is wrong. Red: 


handed with a million murders, and still profiting 
by robbery, she has no moral message for the men 
of 36: days much less for the future. ; 
f A.F. Hamu.row, ` 

(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 


Freethought and Secular Notes trom England, 
BUNDAY LIBERTY. E 

The fanatics of “The Lord's Day Observanes 
Society" are again at their bigoted work. For — 
some time past they hav been endeavoring. to com- , 
pel those whose custom it is to keep their shops - 
open for a few hours on Sunday mornings to close, © 
and also to suppress the sale of newspapers in the 
streets on that day. Now they propose to take - 
legal action against two gentlemen who officiated : 
as chairmen for the Leed’s “ Sunday Lecture So. 
ciety.” The idea of lectures and music on Sundays, - 
unconnected with a church, appears to be ‘a very ' 
shocking spectacle to Christian men! Pehaps these ‘ 
enlightened (?) members of the Sabbatarian So- | 
ciety will next turn their attention to the famous 
Baliol College at Oxford, where it is reported that . 
on Sunday, March 4th, * A Memorial Concert to ` 
Professor Jowett” was given. The artists were - 
selected from the best talent available in London, . 
and the concert commenced with a requiem, the — 
words of which were chosen by the late master of . 
Baliol College himself. As far back as 1885 he gave . 
his permission for such concerts to be held, and the . 
performances hay not been confined to sacred mu- : 
sic. “Sabbath desecration” is winked at when : 
carried on in high circles, but according to orthodox ... 
notions it must not be permitted among the hum- 
bler clagses.of sciety. Yet Christians prate about 
the brotherhood of man, and that all men are 
equal. O Christian consistency, where is thy | 
blush? These fanatics of the * Lord's day " are too 
late with their suppressiv measures, even in “ Chris- ` 
tian England." We hav some freedom, and we. 
intend not only to retain what we hav; but we are 
resolved to hav more in spite of the church and its , 
narrow-minded followers. Mental freedom has 
been too dearly purchased for us to sacrifice it upon ` 
the altar of bhealogical prejudice and of priestly ` 
despotism. i 

THE ROMAN INDEX. 

St. George Mivart’s * Happiness in Hell » having. 
been impounded, public attention has been forcibly 
directed to the proceedings of the holy Roman 
office for the protection of sound doctrin and the 
saving of the souls of the faithful from the perils - 
of heretical opinions. A writer in the Cornhill 
Magazine for March devoted considerable attention ` 
to this ancient and sacred office. He quoted from ` 
John Milton’s historie defense of liberty, where he ` 
says the Catholic church thought it had the key of 
the press ag well as the key of paradise. This. 
generation needs to be reminded of the stormy past, 
when men had to fight for liberty of speech and 
pen against the most unscrupulous foe that progress 
has ever had to encounter. If the ruling powers of 
Rome stop the circulation of the writings of.one of 
its own friends and supporters at the present time, 
we can readily credit the enormities laid to their ` 
charge at a period when freedom was feeble'and © 
defenseless. lt is curious to find how little is known : 
among the masses of the proceedings of this church 
and how indifferent most people are in reference to 
its power. The professed zeal for freedom on the. . 
part of the members of the Roman church when ` 
they are in & minority is caleulated to blind sone 
persons’ eyes as to the character of the enemy in © 
our midst. “ Put not your trust in princes " should ° 
be supplemented by “Put not your trust in a 
church that takes upon itself to deci:e what people. 
may or may not read." It is essential to the happi- 
ness and advancement of the world that this, like 
all other churches, should be kept in check and that 
all its deformities should be constantly exposed to 
the gaze of every generation. What Roman Catho-* 
lies would do with Freethinkers if they were in 
power may be judged from what they hav recently 
been guilty of in Spain towards their fellow 
hristians. Chapels belonging to Protestants hav 
been closed by order of the priests and in other 
cases those Christians not belonging to the Catho- 
lic religion hav been compelled by order of the . 
Roman Catholie prefect to enter their places of 
worship through a small door in an adjoining house 
and to leave the doors open during the holding of 
the service. As Shakspere says, * Can these things: 
come upon us like a summer's cloud, and not com-- 
mand our special wonder ?” 

A BOLD PROTEST. 

The teachers of the various board schools hay, as 
a body, sent in their protest against any inquisito- 
rial investigation being made as to their religious . 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 2& 1894. 


263 


— ii 


opinions, and which certainly would be made if the 
unique proposal of the clerical party were carried 
out. Such a policy could only be invidious and 
detrimental to the authority of the teachers in the 
schools. For those who cannot teach the new 
“principles” are to “stand aside” and let others 
perform their duties. The fact is that the only 
policy of state schools that commends itself to prac- 
tical and unbiased minds is that of secular educa- 
tion. What is taught at the expense of all should 
be that upon which all are agreed. What the state 
requires, and what it has a right to demand for the 
money it expends on education, is that the best in- 
struction shall be given to children with a view of 
preparing them for good and useful citizens. It 
appears to me that the only way out of this diffi 
culty is to send members to the school board, at the 
election in next November, who are not suffering 
from theology on the brain. It is therefore a hope- 
ful: sign to see that organized efforts are being 
made to select persons who are in favor of secular 
education as candidates for seats on the school 
board at the coming election. 


THE RATIONALIST PRESS COMMITTEE. 


This committee, which for several years hav been 
doing some valuable work, hav just issued their 
« Fourth Annual Report," from which we learn that 
during the past year, “quietly and unostenta- 
tiously, they hav been pursuing their special work, 
and with a degree of success most marked and en- 
couraging.” The report further states: `- 

Three supplements to Watts’s Literary Guide hav 
heen published, giving epitomes of Leslie Stephen’s ‘‘ An 
Agnostic Apology,” Lecky’s ‘‘ History of Rationalism,” 
and Renan’s ‘‘ History of Israel.” With the approval of 
subscribers the series will be continued.- These supple- 
ments are specially useful in drawing attention to the 
works of cultured Rationalists, and are well adapted for 
postal circulation and gratuitous distribution. The postal 
distribution of literature, which the committee hav made 
a specialty, has attracted considerable notice, and has 
been the means of introducing our publications to a large 
circle who were formerly.unacquainted with Rationalist 
views. 
circulate some leaflets exclaining the Rationalist attitude 
at the impending School Board elections in London. 


WHAT FREETHINKERS ARE DOING HERE. 


As regards the education struggle, it has engaged 
the attention of the Executiv of the National Secu- 
-lar Society, and it has been resolved to prepare and 
' to issue to the general public a pamphlet dealing in 
a comprehensiv manner with the relativ value of 
Secular and theological education. It has also been 
decided to run in London one or more of the mem- 
bers of the National Secular Society as candidates 
at the coming contest in November. It is import- 
ant work that has to be done, and it will be entered 
upon in an earnest spirit and with a determination 
to secure direct Secular representation on the Lon- 
don School Board. The same thing will be done in 
the provinces, and I hav a firm faith in the success 
of the undertaking. In the lecturing field Free- 
thought is progressing. Mr. Foote and myself hav 
large and crowded audiences both in London and 
also in the principal provincial towns. Besides, 
there is a large staff of young and rising lecturers 
who carry on regular outdoor propaganda. This 
plan of advocacy has proved highly satisfactory in 
enlisting recruits for the Freethought army. I hav 
just had a two nights’ debate in Derby with a most 
intelligent Swedenborgian minister upon the “ Im- 
mortality of the Soul.” The audiences were exceed- 
ingly large and. orderly. I hav two other debates 
arranged to take place in Scotland during May. 
Mr. Foote has just concluded a most successful 
tour in Scotland. 


Cartes Watts. 


Sparks from the Lecture Field. 


My three-months’ engagement in the city of 
Wichita has terminated, and by the time this letter 
is in print I shall be on the rounds again. My ex- 
perience in Wichita has taught me that more lasting 
good can be done by such methods as these than 
by taking a flying trip through the country and 
giving one or two lectures here and there. True, 
this expedient must be resorted to chiefly because 
itis not possible to. conduct such a campaign in 
every town. But if Liberals would only get to- 
gether and arrange to keep a lecturer in their town 
for two weeks or a month they would soon realize 
the beneficial effects to the cause that would be 
sure to follow. i . . 

I hav lectured: every Sunday evening in Wichita, 
from January 8th until April, and twice during the 
week; and during the entire course my audiences 
hav fully maintained their standard in both num- 
bers and eathusiasm. Never before in the church 
history of Wichita hav the clergy been brought to 
such a pitch of activity to preserve their standing. 


The committee bay decided to issue and extensivly | 


They tried almost every expedient that human in- 
genuity could invent to keep the people from at- 
tending my lectures. Each Sunday they would 
refer to my lectures, either directly or indirectly; 
they advised the young women to rather “marry à 
drunkard, a gambler, or & burglar, than to marry 
an Infidel.” They employed women to “whistle 
praises to God,” but they failed to accomplish their 
purpose. 

So desperate did the clergy become that at one 
of the regular meetings of the Ministerial Alliance 
the matter of my lectures was fully discussed and 
the following resolution was unanimously adopted: 
. Wuznzas, An Infidel of some note is in town, lectur- 
ine-on Infidelity in the Board of Trade Hall every Sun- 
day night, and otherwise raising the devil; and as many 
Christian people hav been lured to this place both bv 
curiosity and invitation we find that we are not doing 
enougb to counteract these evil influences; therefore, be it 

«solved, That each member of this Alliance shall 
make it his epecial duty to go out to the highways and 
byways of Wichita and vieinity.to preach the true gospel 
of Christ, as did the disciples of old, to rescue the people 
from this snare into which they are rapidly falling. : 

The preachers did get out. They set up their 
stands upon the street corners in a vain attempt to 
drag people into their churches with a theological 
harness around their necks. On the contrary, the 
preachers became the laughing stock of the com- 
munity. One of these meetings was in progress, 
and the sky-pilot who had been selected to take the 
leading part happened to be making his address to 
those present when up came five well-known 
Infidels. - The crowd now numbered just seventeen. 
Among the many bitter attacks upon Infidelity in 
which the preacher indulged was the following 
statement: 

“I would like to see Bob Ingersoll stretched 
upon a rack. I would like to see the thumbscrews 
applied and twisted so tight that every struggle 
would stain the instruments with his blood.” 

Thus is the true spirit of the clergy fully made 
manifest. Here is the true feeling of the orthodox 
Christian church toward all who dare oppose it. 
There is not a church in the land that is truly 
Christian that would not gladly set up another In- 
quisition on its own account. And these are thé 
men who are now striving for further power by 
placing “God in the Constitution.” 

In addition to my work in Wichita,I hav paid 
regular visits to Benton, a little town in the next 
county. It is but a small place, though full of 
Liberals Go where you will, the country round 
here seems to be alive with them. Remsburg has 
been over this ground before me and the force of 
his lectures in preparing the way has been immense. 
Each time I was favored with an audience of nearly 
one hundred and fifty people. Each time I was the 
guest of * Uncle" Henrie, a sturdy old Freethinker 
of eighty-six years. His son, Clark Henrie, to- 
gether with C. K. Robinson, H. Wolf, and many 
more, go to swell the Freethought ranks. They are 
all so activ and earnest that even the one church 
can scarcely keep together. 

Following this I had an engagement in Columbia, 
Oklahoma, to giv a series of three lectures, but an 
unlooked-for circumstance prevented my going. 
Just on the eve of my departure, when everything 
had been got in readiness for the journey, news 
was brought me of the death of one of our friends 
in Andover, Kan. The parents, being Freethinkers, 
had expressed the wish that I should conduct the 
services, and this being in full accord with the prin- 
ciples of the deceased, I gave up my appointment 
and attended this funeral. i 

The deceased was Henry C. James, aged twenty- 
one years, the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Freeman 
James. The funeral took place on March 27th, at 
the home of his parents. I gave two addresses, 
one at the house and the other at the grave. Ow- 
ing to the great popularity of the deceased, there 
were neariy three hundred people in attendance. 
The young man had been an enthusiastic and con- 
sistent Freethinker. While at college he refused 
to take part in the prayers, which brought him into 
a discussion upon the subject with the principal, a 
Professor Dyre. He also became involved in a re- 
ligious controversy with the Methodist preacher at 
Wichita, when again he stoutly defended his views. 
He has written several short essays unon religious 
topics, also a little poem entitled “Religion,” in 
which he denounces it as a “bane and & curse.” 

Death had no terrors for him. Death had been 
robbed of its sting. He died true to. his. honest 
convictions. A life full of. noble qualities enabled 
him to look back upon his past without regret or 
remorse. Like the calm, soft whispers of the vernal 


breeze, he fell asleep in nature's arms, the bounte- | 


ous mother of all, his last words being: “Truth 
and justice shall conie at last.” 
Jonn R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


Freethought Progress. 


Robert G. Ingersoll’s lectnres, **'The Gods” and ‘‘The 
Ghosts.” are published by P..C. Wezel, Haarlem, Hol- 
land. Both translations. which are excellent, are accom- 


panied by a preface by Vineta. 


Portugal is announced t^ be on the verge of a revolu- 
tion. The propaganda of Freethought and repnblicanism 
as organized by Mogelhaós Lima and Prof. T. Braga is 
bearing fruit. That even the king thinks harvest time is 
near is eviderced by the fact that he has just got his life in- 
sured for $200,000. : 


We are the recipient of several copies of the two Lib- 
eral Hehrew journals, Freia Arbeiter Stimme and The 
Union Zeitung. We mention this simply as a matter of 
courtesy. and to show our readers tbat even the country- 
men of Jesus hav heard of Tum TRUTH SAEEER, and wish 
to exchange. Whai.the papers contain we do not know, 
as our linguistic knowledge does not embrace Hebrew. 


The annual report of **Oercle des Soirées populaires 
rationalistes,” of Brussels, Begium, is at hand. During 


‘the past years the society held 9 special meetings. 28 


committee meetings, 20 persons joined. 10 resigned to 
form a new Freethonght society, 5 secular baptisms and 
one marriage were celebrated; of excursions and confer- 
ences about a dozen were held. Besides this the society 
took part in two national Freethought congresses, a re- 
ception to the orphans of Campins, and several political 
manifestations, and organized a dramatic company which 
played to large audiences in Brussels as well as other 
places. The Belgian Freethinkers can be proud of such 
8 society. 


February 28d the ‘fund contributed by Spanish Free- 
thinkers toward the erection of a monument in memory 
of the late Ramon Chiés had reached the sum of 2,147.05 
pesetas. * Every once in a while the Catholic church 
or a church society is excited by an article in Las Do- 
minicales del Libre Pensamiento. This time it is the 
central society of ** Padres de Familia," which denonnces 
as immoral the many-times damned organ of the excom- 
mnnicated Demafilo (Fernanda Lozan), because he, in 
very chaste Janguage, exposed a scandal of the uaual kind 
in the cathedral of Santiago. The ‘‘ Padres de Familia” 
must be sorry that they attacked Las Dominicales, for in 
its issue of Feb. 16, 1894, the latter devotes a whole page 
to the politics, morals, and general good-for-nothingness 
of the ** fathers." 


The church of Arila, Sweden, is not troubled with. 
visitors. At the services held in it on Christmas eve lant 
year there was but one attendant besides the church 
officials, savs Eskilstuna Kuriren. Lucifer, tbe 
Swedish Freethought and Workingman’s annual for 1894, 
is before ns. As usual the number does great credit to 
the publisher and editor. Tt contains several good por- 
traits and engravings, and amon” its contributors it 
counts well-known Freethivkers like ViktorE. Lennstrand, 
Dr. Knut Wicksell, and Mre. A. Bugge-Wicksell, Ernst 
Hellborg. Bjornstjerne Björnson, Axel Danielsen; and 
others. Tho price is about twenty-five cents. including 
postare, and we advise our Scandinavian subscribers to 
send for a copy to Q. W. Wilhelmsson, Grefthuregatan 
19, Stockholm, Sweden. 


Dr. Bruno Wille, the speaker of the Free Religious 
Society of Berlin, is engaged in a violent controversy 
with the pious school authorities. They claim be sbould 
hav a license to teach; he says, No. The law is plainly on 
the side of Dr. Bruno Wille; but then, anything for the 
glory of God. The children of Free Religious pa- 
rents are by law excused from receiving religious instruo- 
tion in the public schools of Germany, but this does not 
prevent pions nfficials from denying this right, but some- 
times higber courts sustain the Jaw, as in the case of 
Kar! Brandt versus the magirtrate of Halle, which was 
recently decided. The National Congress of the 
German Freethoneht Federation will be held at Koln am 
Rhein on May 12-15, 1894. March 24th, on the 
occasion of tbe seventieth anniversery of Professor 
Biicbner’s birtb. a popular edition of his celebrated work, 
“Force and Matter," was published in Germany and 
Holland. 


Cremation is slowly but steadily gaining in public 
favor. The United States has 16 crematories; England, 
2; Germany, 3; Italy, 28. Jn Paris, I'rance, 45 crema- 
tions took place in the year 1889, 121 in 1890, 184 in 1892. 
and 159 in 1898, each cremation according to the wish of 
the family of the deceased. * The Turnerbund of 
North America, which is composed of our Gérman fellow- 
eitizens and Freethinkers, is in sore straits. Tbe Protest- 
ant Ministeria] Association of Chicago bas hurled its 
anathema against our unfortunate brethren by publish 
ing a small book entitled, ** Could Jesus be a Member of 
the North American Turnerbund?" Aocording to Isat 
jnformation received, ro Turner has been scared into th 
fold of the cbnreh snd most likely never will be. -.'.* 
We hav received Rodhuggeren, n Scandinavian weekly 
newspaper published at Fergus Falls, Minn., by Torkel 
Oftelie and Ole E. Hagen. It adheres in its columns to 
its motto: ''Friked for Loke soavel som for Thor” 
(Liberty for Loke as well as for Thor). Price $1.25 a 
year. '.'.' ‘*The municipal bodies of Ottawa, Hamilton, 
and other cities in Ontario, intend to co-operate in pre- 
senting a petition to the legislature demanding the right 
to tax the ground upon which ecclesiastical edifices 
(churebes, parsonages, and schools) are erected,” says a 
correspondent of the Canada Revue. 


Madame Maria Deraismer, one of the most prominent 
French women Freetbinkers and an avowed advocate of 
voman's rights, died last month at Paris, at the age of 
fifty-nine years. She was the anther of several works on 
different subjects; from 1881 to 1884 she edited the jour- 
nal Le Republicain de Seine-et-Oise. She was a mem- 
ber of various Freethought sceieties and treasurer for 
Comité à Etudes Morales. Her funeral, which was 
strictly secular, was attended by all the prominent 
Freethinkers of Paris, and by several societies as 
such. °.°.° In France, when a PFreethonght society 
gets too large as to territory represented by its 
members, a branch society is invariably formed, so 
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that no excuse regarding time and distance can be 
offered by members not attending meetings re 
y of Amiens, which has about 80,000 in- 
habitants, had until of late three Freethought societies, 
besides the Freemason lodges. This number, however, 
was not sufficient, and last month a new society, ** l'Union 
Laigue,” was founded, with a charter membership of 
According to Taine, there are 
among the two million nominal Catholics in Paris over 
thirteen years old 80,000 women and 20,000 men that are 
Catholics; the others are pagans or Freethinkers. In the 
provinces, one of every four women isa good Christian, 
but only one of every twelve men. *.*.° 
points to a great battle at the coming French elections 
between the Freethinkers and Freemasons on one side 
and the church on the other. 
Freethinkers so activ. 


larly. The city 


` twenty-four. *'-.: 


Cilwa, 172 Faubourg St. Honoré, Paris. 


prominent French Freethinkers who died during 1893 we 
should always remember Victor Schoelcher and Victor 
Considérant; both hav, in their respeotiv spheres—the 
former 8s scientist and senator and the latter as working- 
man—done much for the propaganda of Freethought. 


— 3.,———— 


Announcement. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought " is now 
ready for the press. The closing pages will contain 
the names of paid subscribers to the book. I 
hereby giv a list up to date. 
grace is left for those who hav not sent in their 
Those who intend to take the book I hope 
will do so without delay. I would like to hav one 


names. 


thousand names. 


Mrs Jessie Day 
A Fiske 
E T Hotehkiss 


R P Bissell 

H M Buell 

Geo Chamberlain 
N F Griswold 

Dr L Q Knox 
Silas Latham 


Capt C E Garner 
R A Hardee 
John Kane 


Dr A A Bell 
W J Brake 


A Burnston 
A A Hoover 


Dr J H Braffet 

E D Betts 

Dr D W Battorf 

O Child 

A Chapman 

RL Commons 
Remy Calais 

John Dietmeyer 
Charles Davenport 
Philip H Fitzgerald 
Mrs M A Freeman 


Washington Irving Fox 


John Griffiths 
Toseph Haigh 
John Hudson 
Richard Hazleton 
A N Johnson 

J G Kendall 
Wm Lemperle 
Wesley Milliken’ 
Mrs S B Miller 
Wesley Miller 
John L Moore 
H C Mosher 
John Marsh 


George Hendee 
Henry Luken 
James McGinnis 
Frank H Nicoleg 


ARKANSAS, 
John Q Carter L Fowler 
CALIFORNIA. 
John J Duffy Samuel McBane 
John Hubbel John H Liening 
J S Thurston Wm McDonald 
R Butterfield Chas F Harris 
N J Haines J W M Hampton © 
H D Everest Geo H Fowler 
RC Hahn Mrs P Van Hoeter 
V J Borrette L Schlegel 
G W Ramsey Mrs L P Langley? 
Nelson Smith B B Rockwood 
David Hughes A M Hiltz 
M S Palmer A Schell 
' Charles Haas Isaac M. Watson 
Dr 8 Morse G M Gates 
Mrs Rachel L Andrews Susan M Brady 
R W Barcroft Mrs M F Carver 
J Vostrovsky John Souter 
O T Davies N C Creede 
J E Palanca Dr W Botsford 
Wm Emmette Coleman N B Parnell 
W S Rodgers T Costello 
WF Freeman Wm T Wiliams 
F A Ruhl A Mitchell 
Jacob Simon John McGlashan 
Frank McClure P G Sharp 
AR Woodhams John H Dibble 
O R Harmon Thomas McCowan 
P A Anderson John Boyce 
E H Bemis 
COLORADO. 
Mrs C A Berlett Otto Hanschild 
T H Belcher Gust E Krenzke 
MHA Coffin Uhland K Lock 
T Conaway John Prichard 


John L Schuyler 

Jacob Tyndall 

H H. Wessel 
CONNECTICUT. 

Gilbert Lincoln 

C F Michael 

S B Munn 

S F Proudman 

Charles Waterbury 


FLORIDA. 
Dr W B Radford 
C W Wells 


GEORGIA. ' 
Wm S Dowing 


IDAHO. 
J © MeMurrin 
R H Turner 

ILLINOIS. 

P € Mosier 
C H. Moore 
A W Nelson 
C E Nicodemus 
E P Peacock 
F E Peacock 
Frank Pratz 
Willet Phillips 
S A Prator 
Philip Pierce 
Squier Rolfe 
E C Reichwald 
F D Rexford 
George L Robertson 
C L Roberts 
D C Roundy 
Mark Rowe 
S S Sackett 
A D Swan 
E A Stevens 
Otto Wettstein 
Herman Wettstein 
William Whittick 
Judge C B Waite 


INDIANA. 


Mrs. Eliza W Harris. 


John Bruck 
Michael Brush 
A;Racine 


Everything 


Never before were French 
Our friend Mr. C. Cilwa has 
again resumed the activ editorship of La Verité, and all 
letters and exchanges are to be addressed to Monsieur C. 


About three week’s 


Joseph Atkins 
MS Troyer 
Samuel E Nicoles 


AH Dwight 
J W Jackson 
H D Ballard 
M Barton 

N G O Coad 
Henry Sailor 
M P Steele 
John Push 

W Coldbeck 
F I Green 
Henry Bisson 
E H Horton 
E B Moffit 

J L Tompkins 
WA Thrall 

J A Thomas 
Leroy Dutton 
Warren O’Dell 


J Benninghoff 
J H Cook 

Fred Cooter 

W H Conly 
Charles Eggert 
DrJ W Goodson 
Charles Gers 


S W Bond 
Dr Wm T Carter 
J W Holmes 


E Auftorth 
O W Doane 


R L Baker 
Dr F S Bigelow 


Geo W Beck 
E Livezey 


B F Robbins 

John R Hunley 
Howard Blackburn. 
L K Washburn 

J H Handy 

Dr Rufus K Noyes 
Daniel Crosby 
Wm D Rockwood 
© Fanny Allyn 

M T Rush 

Reuben Rush 

O H Palmer 

Ozro Littlefield 
Ernest Mendum 
Orin Fairbanks 

A W Cheever 

Mrs L A Griswold 
Peter Sinclair 


D A Blodgett 
James Blackney 
B W Brockway 
J H Burnham 
Albert Barwis 
Mrs Converse Close 
Emily J Castle 
Dr F Fettig 
Uriah Fritz 
Isadore Goulette 
Lawrence Hofma 
Amos Knapp 


Ole Eidem 

John Martin 

L N Stevens 

E C Sly 

B Monroe 
William Thomas 
Nick Gaertner 
Leopold Bacquet 


J M Magnor 


Jos E Alexander 
John Brossie 
Wm Hart 

J F Lane 

Ed Nathan, Jr 


James Furgus 

Mrs S C Gilpatrick 
J W Castner 

John Hagan 

J V Staftord 
Thomas Salmon 
Bill Berry 

A Bassette 


Bennett Anderson 
Mrs A C Todd 
Lewis Moffit 

C W Havelick 

C Putnam 

Elling Straul 

G Hessler 


John Sunderland 
H H Greer - 


J E Marden 
Parker Pillsbury 
Sophia B Robinson 


Bentley Bamforth 
August Behn j 
Henry Bird 

Jas Chattin 


Robert G Ingersoll 


J A Kimble 
S Brewer 
Ralph Helm 


KENTUCKY. 


PhiES Binkley’ 
Jos Kling 
PiFranzman 


“IOWA. 


Carrie D Borden 
AWN Wood 

AM Farrington 
Jerry C Brown 
Elnora J Taylor 
J M Peck 
Alexander Risk 
Abijah Lamb 

E K Moffit 

W T Carey . 
Walter Runnels 
S F Beason 

Jobn H Greenhill 
Thos G H Porter 
Dr G A F de Lespinasse 
C E Capoon 

H M Ferns 

H J Rhode 


KANSAS, 


E A Haslet 

Angus T McMillan 
Mrs Sarah J Metzler 
Mrs Charlotte Palm 
Nora M Remsburg 

J J Wilkie 

Sidney Walter 

Louis Roser 

Charles Werner 


LOUISIANA. 


John S Harris 
Walter Schroeder 


MAINE. 
Jos H. Conant 


MARYLAND. 
A Partlett Lloyd 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Louis Smith 

W B Clark 

Lucy W Phelps 

Jas J Elliott 

Asa Auger 

Susan H Wixon 

John Winn 

C C Fisk 

Harvey H. Bosworth 
Ella E Gibson 

J E Phelps 

E S Taylor 

Elizabeth M F Denton 
Henry M Stone 
Johua Crowley 

J Flora Tilton 
Josephine S Tilton 
Lucy M Locke Tilton 


MICHIGAN, 


A B Lennox 

Samuel D Moore 
Gustave Nelson 

F J Porter 

IF Proctor 

J F Ruggles 

Mrs Caroline L Rich 
Mrs Ruth Smith Saunders 
J F Tibbits 

Vincent D Vincent 
Luella K Webster 


MINNESOTA. 


Elias Steenerson 
B Peabody 
Chas Walsfeld 

S C Todd 
James Geddes 
Ole Hagan 

John Frank 


MISSISSIPPI. 


MISSOURI. 


Thomas J Tanner 
JJ Uhl 

P J Umbrite 

H W Vitte 


MONTANA, 


C T Collier 

A M Stevens 
Fred Cook 

R A Harwood 
Enos A Mils 
J € Wahlen 
J R Logan 


NEBRASKA. 


C F W Marquardt 
H A Pierce 

D S Newbold 
Fred Thibodeau 
CW Goft 

Mrs O Slopansky 
J W Gilbert 


NEVADA. 


H L Wright 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Wm C Sturoe 
G W Whittemore 


NEW JERSEY. 


Marie Louise A Lefert 
J A Munn 
Dr Wm A Smith 


NEW YORK. 


L D Crine 
Geo L Pratt 
L D Griswold 
Ruth Brettell 


Dr E B Foote Sr N F Howe 
Luev N Colman Wm Dickson 
J J McCabe Dr E B Foote Jr 
W T Gallowa Henry M Taber 
Mabel W Tarbell Henry Rowley 
George H Look Wm Smith 
Miss Jennie Armstrong W H H Stebbins 
Dezter K Cole D © Baker 
Capt John Scott Mrs H M S Billings 
H Merrick Louis N Cohen 
L G Reed A V Kendricks Jr 
Wm Broadbell Aug Nyland 
Edw E Sammis . Peter List 
Jas L Parshall John Peck 
Helen H Gardener Wm Harwick 
Wm Thorp T B Wakeman 
E E Curtis Henry Bonnell 
A Van Deusen 

NORTH DAKOTA. 
Geo Adams M A Hewitt 
L Gilbert E Smith 

OHIO. 

J M Bowers B A Roloson 
Dr E Behymer J B Schueller 
Sol Benson Simeon Sharp i 
N B Butler C M Sears 
R Crocker Jos Shinn 
CH Dye B I Smedes 
A E Fauble Mra S T Tompkins 
J F Hauenstein S Toomey 
Mrs John Hauge S T Woodward 
D M Isenhart Mrs E R Wilcox 


Andrew Beveridge 


J T Johnson Enoch Wickersham 
A Johnson Lutes 
OREGON. 

Charles G Caspary O Coolidge 

J Henry Schroeder Mr and Mrs A K Olds 
Mr and Mrs J W Beaty Jonathan Wells 
W J Dean L C Gilmore 
Maxwell Ramsby : GW Doane 
Warren Carson J S Lamar 

Jobn Diamond Sol Mendell 

O P Platter Peter Bauch 

H L Lindeleap EN Ford 

J J McCoy J D Fountain. 
Jack Plummer B F Hyland 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Joseph M Libby Jerry Brockway 
Robert Thorne John Rowe 

Charles Henshaw N L Ireland 

MS Haghurst Watson Kenderdine 
Mrs Effie Beveridge C W Slocum 
.Wm Dietz Mrs Eliza Snedeker 
Louis Black W H Clark: 

Geo H Deeds Geo H Merritt 


RHODE ISLAND. 


William Slater Mowry 


SOUTH OAROLINA, 


AA Cohen 
Frank Flitner 


Louis Levine 


SOUTH DAKOTA. 


John H McKee 
N S Johnson ! 
TENNESSEE, : 
John A Calder Jennie Pryor X 
I W James James Turner i 
TEXAS. 
Capt C de Rudrio Geo Schubert 
Sloma PF Garrett 
Judge J P Richardson Wm Mansfield 
G T Toye "Wm Doose . 
A H Chandler A W Dellquist 
J M Kendall Lem Jones 
Mrs F L Latow S G Etheridge 
Chas Tratter R D Kinney 
J B Rochel E M Yingling 
J F Miles R H Larabee 
UTAH, 
P. Schuantz Wm J Jones 
M P Braffet Alexander Rogers 
Philip Sibley John W White 
Robert Ramsey D Williams 
David L Evans f 
VIRGINIA, 
M V Dadisman Leonard Walters 
N S Rolin 
VERMONT, 
John Powers 
WASHINGTON, 
B A Curtis Cyrille Lacasse 
I C Davidson Mrs A C Macdonald 
Wm Fisk Frank Morse 
JJ Ford AL ocFarlane 
Henry Furguson J H O'Hara 
A Geery P A Olsen 
Mrs F Gillette Jennie O’Neal 
John Gronow A Rosenow 
FH Harkins F Schonhorst 
Lars Hansen Richard Sinner 
Emil Holm . Dominique Soldani 
J M Hubbard P K Spencer 
John Iffland Wm J White 
WEST VIRGINIA. 
W D Scott 
: WISCONSIN. 
Maligas Boehmer J P Whipple 


John Leitch 
Mr and Mrs M O Brewer 
Thorpe 


` J H Collins 
Wm Hauselman 
T C Boardman 


A Griswold P F Spencer 
Jos Manhart A M Dickson 
R Dewhurst W W Taplin 
Chas A Ecker 

ARIZONA. 
George N Adams Mrs Sallie D Hayden 
Jas H Brown Charles T Hayden 
Ethan Allen Gates 
INDIAN TERRITORY. 

G W McHenry 


NEW MEXICO. 


Nate Moore 


J G Schumann 


DISTRIOT OF COLUMBIA. 


George Cobblenzer 


Wm West 


BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


W Jensen 
RJ Moffatt 


John P Pellitier 
A Sumner 
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SANADA- fifty cents, can be obtained from Mr. Thomas fe the Constitutional O ion. Th 
: yes on the Constitutional Convention. e taxa- 
Mie Mina dane we MOIS anell Duntze, 24 Stockholm street, Brooklyn, N. Y. tion question will come up there. : 
Chas Dunn “B Maronse Full particulars of the.day's proceedings will be} The National Sunday Law is now being pushed. 
James B Knowlson M O'B Ward announced later. The following is from a Washington paper: 


. NEW BRUNSWIOK, On behalf of the Brooklyn Philosophical Asso-| Senator Kyle to-day introduced in the Senate a bill 


T T Dent ue D ; ciation, providing tor Raney rest. It provides that no one shail 
C Massenden ; Edward Todd Henry Rowrzy, President. perform any labor or engage in any amusement on Sun- 
bi , day to the disturbance of others, in any territory, distric 
Emanuel*dos Santos M ,O Walker Tuomas Duntze, Cor. Sec'y. vesel, or place subject to the exclusiv juriadiotion of the 
Charles Watts : c se United States on the Sabbath, and prohibits the trans- 
GERMANY, : portation of the mails on that day of the week. 
. News and Notes. 


The following also shows the animus of its sup- 
porters. They want to stop Ingersoll’s lectures, as 
well as Sunday mails, by law: 


The Chapin Auxiliary.of the Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union; Mrs. Mary E. Cohen, president, held an 
important meeting at headquarters, in Central Union 
Mission building, yesterday afternoon, in the interest of 
& better observance of the Sabbath. Mrs. Mary E. 
Catlin, superintendent of the department of Sabbath ob- 
servance for the District, gave an instructiv Bible lesson, 
and the meeting was thrown open for a free discussion on 
the subject. The conviction prevailed among the ladies 
of the union that the estimation in which the Sabbath 
was held and its proper observance in a community was 
an indication of the morals of that community. No 
Sabbath-hreaking city was a safe place to rear the young 
for: honorable citizenship. Resolutions were adopted 
favoring the passage ‘by Congress of the bill offered by 
Senator Kyle for the protection of Sunday in the District 
and protesting against the lecture delivered recently in 
this city by Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 

I shall devote special attention to this Suuday 


legislation in Congress. Sawvuzr P. Purnam. 


Theo. Wilmersdoerfer 


Will every subscriber who has paid for a book, 
closely scan this list of names and see if his or her 
name and address is correctly given. If any name 
is omitted, or errors occur, write me at once. Sub- 
acribers who hav not paid will please forward at 
the earliest moment in order to be enrolled. Now 
is the time for those who hav not subscribed. 
Book will be out soon now. 


When I arrived in Boston, the 8th inst., April 
was transformed into furious March. The skies 
were stormy and the ground was covered with 
snow. Retreating winter seemed determined to 
giv a tremendous kick as it vanished from the 
scene, and it succeeded in making a “spell of 
weather” which had not been experienced for years. 
All day long the sleet descended, and I didn’t ex- 
pect a corporal’s guard at my lecture in the after- 
noon at Paine Hall. However, there was a good 
audience, and I. was happily disappointed. This 
was due in part to the fact that Ingersoll was to 
lecture in the evening, and that brilliant attraction 
aided me materially in my humbler pathway. It is 
& fact that Ingersoll creates such an enthusiasm all 
round that the whole Liberal field is benefited by 
his surpassing labors. If Ingersoll should devote 
himself entirely to the lecture field every one of us 
would receive an immense benefit. It is my hope 
that he will do this. Ingersoll is too universal a 
genius for anything but literature and oratory. 
Boston Theater blazed with a big audience that 
stormy Sunday evening, and the great orator was 
never in happier vein. - Ingersoll is a special 
favorit of Boston. Boston can appreciate him, for 
although Boston is very fond of elegance and 
admires literary form it is still delightfully open to 
new ideas and welcomes original genius, and Inger- 
soll givs them all they desire in any direction.  . 

I spent the week in Boston, and “enjoyed” the 
east winds as never before. I made out to get 
around some and visit in the midst of literary labors. 
I was at the Rushs’, the Fentons’, and at Revere 
with Washburn and other confreres of the Liberal 
cause, and while we pitied the sailors who were 
fighting the stormy sea which we could hear thun- 
dering on the beach, we had all the illuminations 
that human life could giv in its onward flow. 
Saturday I went eighty miles.down the cape to 
East Dennis, where I arrived at 8 o'clock in the 
evening with the clouds thick and dropping rain. I 
had a melancholy prospect before me for Sunday, 
but lo and behold! when I awoke in the morning 
the sun was pouring fourth his brightness and 
driving away the gloom. A revival had been going 
on the whole week, and the Lord hadn’t smiled upon 
it at all, but when the “Infidel preacher” came 
along nature instantly put on her best attire, and 
made everything lovely for his work. The old 
orthodox God is certainly disappearing. At any 
rate the “clerk of the weather” has concluded to be 
on the side of human progress. 

As before, I found a hospitable welcome at the 
home of Joshua Crowley, president of the East 
Dennis Society. In the morning, with telescope in 
hand, we climbed Scargo—I think that is the name 
—the highest hight near by, and looked over the 
broad ocean and surrounding lands. It was a vast 
and beautiful prospect. We could see the cape in 
dim distance as it circled to Provincetown, and the 
ships seeking safety in the still heaving harbors, 
while beyond could be seen the Atlantic sweeping 
to the distant shores of Europe. Around us were 
the pleasant villages of Cape Cod greeting the 
spring’s effulgence. In the sods at our feet were 
peeping forth the gentle Mayflowers and we 


Sawuzr P. Pornam. 


The Paine Monument. 


To the Citizens of the United States, and to 
Lovers of Liberty the World Over. E 
Like many other pioneers of great principles, 

Thomas Paine has been misunderstood, misrepre- 

sented, and maligned. His motivs hav been im- 

pugned, his character has been traduced, and his 

self-sacrificing labors in behalf of oppressed human- 
ity hav been depreciated by some, and forgotten by 
many. Truth, however, compels the admission that 
few men hav done more to establish in the minds of 
men the love of liberty and justice, and that no 
man has performed greater and more lasting ser- 
vices for the cause of American Independence, than 

Thomas Paine. 

- He attacked vigorously the prejudices and super- 

stitions of his time. His writings are clear and 

. direct in style, but there is no bitterness in his 

words, his object being to widen the boundary of 

human thought and to enlarge the scope of human 

opportunity. Such objects cannot be attained 

without encroaching upon the preserves of the 

_ privileged classes and doing violence to the precon- 

ceived notions of the narrow minded and bigoted 
partisans. 

Herein lies the offense of Thomas Paine.  : 

_ Liberty, to Thomas Paine, was the breath of life. 
. The essay he published in America was a plea for 
the emancipation of slaves, a work which was not 
accomplished until ninety years afterward. He was 

a republican because he had learned that liberty in 

its full meaning was impossible under mon archeal 

rule. — 

He was the first to suggest American Independ- 
ence, the first to propose the establishment of a 
nation of free men with the opportunity of carrying 
out their own destiny, and it was he who wrote for 
the first time the glorious words, “The Free and 
Independent States of America.” 

His little pamphlet, “Common Sense,” laid the 
foundation of the Declaration of Independence, 
and sounded the note of liberty throughout the 
world. 

His labors extended over the vast field of poli- 
tical, social, philosophical, and religious questions. 
He illumined every subject he touched, and brought 
the most abstract question within the reach and 

comprehension of the people. He had the courage 
of his opinions, and in the face of bitter opposition 
from unscrupulous foes, and in the midst of great 
pers nal peril, he unflinchingly maintained the cause 

of political liberty. E 
He exposed the false claims of the church and 

priesthood, and urged mankind to a life of useful- 


ness built upon the broad and natural foundation 1 ) 
of mental and moral integrity. gathered bouquets of this avant courier of summer's 


. Such a man is one of the glories of the human | mass of bloom—the trailing arbutus is the name it 
race, and his memory is an inspiration to all liberty- | goes by in the book, I understand—but I never 
loving people. think of calling it anything else except the May- 

In the early part of this century the people of | flower. That was the name in the days gone by 
the state of New York presented to Paine a large | when we gathered them in our wandering boyhood. 
farm at New Rochelle, as an expression of gratitude | I lectured in the afternoon and evening, and fine 
for his eminent services to the cause of American | audiences were present. The Hast Dennis Society 
Independence. ‘thas been organized about twenty years and has 

Subsequently some of his friends and admirers | sturdy supporters, both men and women. It meets 
erected thereon a monument to his memory. Re- jin Worden Hall, named after the first settler or his 
cently it has fallen somewhat into decay. son Peter, who, from the records, seems to hay been 

The members and friends of the Brooklyn Phil- | the original Infidel of America. 
osophical Association hav resolved to renovate and] I return to Boston on Monday. Amidst the 
beautify it. Arrangements hav been made for the | orthodox shadows of Wellesley I enjoy the genial 
work, and May 30th next (Decoration Day) has been Freethought of the Denton family and of Mrs. 
selected as an appropriate time, and New Rochelle Shull, who with quiet independence maintain their 
as a fitting place, to celebrate the event. Liberal views. Wellesley isa lovely place, and I am 

You are cordially invited to cooperate in this| glad that it is not altogether given over to the | 
glorious work, and to be present on that important | church people, who, however, exercise considerable 
occasion. sway on account of the college and its surroundings. 

A special train will leave the Grand Central depot | And all this ecclesiastical property is untaxed. —— 
at 12:30 p.m. Tickets to New Rochelle and return, | I hope that New York Liberals will keep their 


Nd es A 
The Press on the Amendment. 


The well-meaning people who want to **put God in the 
Constitution," and who addressed impressiv appeals to 
the House Judiciary Committee recently, were painfully 
shocked at the close of their exhortation to learn that 
persons desired to be heard on the other side of the 
question. Shocking as it may seem, the question has 
two sides, and the side which does the least talking is by 
far the larger one.—Philadelphia Record. 

The fact that ‘‘ there is no God in the federal Constitu- 
tion” continues to pain the pietists. Senator Frye has 
presented a petition to so amend that instrument as to 
acknowledge the existence of the Almighty. We move 
that a clause be also inserted recognizing the law of gravi- 
tation.—San Antonio Express. : 

When the church and state join hands and begin to 
**recognize"' one another, and the things of one another, 
pledging to each other their undivided strength and coóp- 
eration, then it is time for the American eagle to take 
flight and fly as fast as his wings can carry him, for then 
will begin snch a decay of freedom, such destruction of 
individualism, such a failure of progress and civilization, 
such corruption and rottenness, as the world never saw. 
* * * The advocates of this God-and-Ohrist constitu- 
tional amendment are devotees of the letter of things, 
which means decay, destruction, and death to the nation, 
if it means anything.— East Oregonian. 

The House has tabled a resolution proposing an amend- 
ment tothe Constitution acknowledging the supreme au- 
thority of God in the temporal affairs of this government, 
This proposition comes up regularly, and it is regularly 
bowled over. Nevertheless, & certain set of people con- 
tinue to expend a great deal of time and talk in the en- 
deavor to prove that this country caunot prosper so long 
as God is not mentioned in the Constitution. These 
well-meaning bnt narrow-minded people seem to think 
the Almighty can be flattered by resolution or by some 
formal acknowledgment of.his greatness in matters with- 
out relation to devotional exercises or religious obsery- 
ance. Snch people would insist upon opening a keg of 
nails with prayer, or would say grace every time they 
took a dose of salts. Doubtless, they are pious in their 
way, but their persistent attentions must bore the Lord 
mightily.— Oakland Times. 

Let none underrate the significance of this crusade! 
Behind its banner march all the Evangelical churches. It 
is supported by the now on the increase ‘‘ anti-foreigner” 
sentiment, of which anti-Semitism and the American 
Protectiv Association are some of the symptoms and rev- 
elations. It will prove the rallving standard of all Sab- 
batarians and Prohibitionists. Small as yet, it has the 
uncanny possibilities of developing to huge dimensions. 
The friends of liberty must be on the alert! The ava- 
lanche which buries under its shroud the peaceful hamlet 
of the valley did not set out on its errand of death as a 
ponderous mass. * * * The churches are organized, 
the Liberals are not. 'The former, in this ostensibly in- 
nocent amendment, are solicitous not so mnch for God 
and Christ as they are for self. They would fain see the 
day when no Jew and no Catholic, no Freethinker and no 
‘* foreigner ” shall be eligible for office. From Jew and 
** foreigner " they dread the impulse to a more rational 
religion. And this must be forestalled. The amendment 
is but the thin end of the wedge. They are profuse 
in protestations of love for liberty, but it is always 
their liberty. The Liberals must also bestir themselvs. 
Majorities are often created by the apathy of minorities. 
The ‘‘populus” is not always amenable toreason, Preju- 
dice speaks as frequently at the ballot box as does well- 
seasoned conviction. The churches hav a strong hold on 
their members, even politically. Women are easily 
swayed by pastor and presbytery, and in turn they are 
the power behind the throne.—E. G. H., in Unity. 


NERONE SE PENNE OMM 
Tre Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for April: 
April 27th—‘‘The Chances of Success.” Henry Nichols, 
And annual meeting for election of officers. 


Tar Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues, Program of lectures for April: 

April 29th—‘‘ Religion from a Labor Standpoint.” Prof" 
DanielfDe Leon, 


$ 


266 


THE TRUTH SEEKER'/!!APRIL 28, 19894. 


Letters of Friends. 


For the Truth of To-day. 

: New Yomr, April 12, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: On the 17th of March, the 
day when my subscription expired, I was 
was at your office, and paid $6.50 for your 
esteemed paper and for Mr. Putnam’s 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
I hav been reading your paper for more 
than & year, and it suits me first-rate, It 
ig just the kind of paper that I was looking 
for, and I congratulate myself that I hav 
at last secured a paper that expresses the 
common thought of the modern civilized 
world, and not that of the superstitious 
ancient world. 


Yours for liberty, ^| Louis N. Cowen. 


It is an Aid to Digestion. 
Castar, N. Y., April 10, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3.50 for 
payment of my subscription and one copy 
jn paper of ‘‘Yone Santo, & Child of 
Japan.” i 
I wish to thank you for waiting so long 
for the money due you, and hope you will 
not be called upon to do so in the future. 
The old paper grows better and better, 
and my Sunday morning breakfast would 
never digest properly if I did not hav that 
to read. Take TuE TRUTH SEEKER and a 
pipe of good tobacco, and if a man ean not 
be comfortable after a Sunday mornirg 
breakfast he deserves to he shot on the 
spot. Very truly, F. N. Surrg. 


For the Absolutely Secular State. 

Pess Yan, N. Y., April 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I send money 
order for $5, and wish to renew my sub- 
scription for one of the best edited papers 
jn the United States—Tur TRUTH SEEKER. 
Long may it wave! The benefit it has 
been to mankind, in making fora better 
Civilization, is almost incaleulahle. Being 
the awful, wicked Infidel that I am, I feel 
that I must read it, and probably will, so 
long as I am able to raise the ducats to 
buy it. May it liv, and wax strong, until 
the complete, absolute separation of church 
and state is obtained. at least. It will hav 
performed an almighty good work shovld 
it liv no longer. But it will probably liv 

longer, if till then. C. ELMENDORF. 


The Same Cry of Hard Times. 
Sourn Bexo, Wásn., April 3, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find order 
for $2 25—$2 to apply on my subscription, 


aud twenty-five cents for ‘‘Secular Mar- | 


riage and Funeral Ritual.” I bav been 
canvasring for two days trying to get you & 
new subscriber, but all in vain, but I think 
I will get one, or two, after awhile. There 
are & number of Freethinkers in South 
Bend, but the hard times make it difficult 
to get snbecribers at present. 

We clubbed together, & few of us, last 
winter, and got Reynolds from Tacoma t^ 
come here and lecture. He lectured four 
nights to a good audience, and to our great 
satisfaction, but this winter times hav 
been so hard that very little could hav 
been accomplished in any way. I expect 
to be able some time this summer to send 

for some books, and I will then Jet you 
know more from this place. 

With the best wishes to Tan TRUTH 
. SEEKER and Heston for their good work, I 
remain yours for liberty and truth, 

Henry ELLISON. 


Yes, They Are a Bad Pair. 
Prrerspure, Ind., April 10, 1894 

Mr. Eprror: Franklin Steiner’s lecture 
here last night in the Opera House was a 
success. His personal appearance and 
gentle dignity disarm opposition and 
win the esteem of the young. Five hun- 
‘dred free family tickets, distributed at the 
‘door cf the public school building, made 
one-fourth of the audience students, who 
listened with attention to the ‘‘ Evidences 
of Christianity "Tested." Mr. Steiner 
‘drew back the veil and disclosed to the 
wondering gaze of our Christian youth, 
‘and with telling effect, the fraud, false. 
hood, and superstition upon which Chris- 
tianity rests. Every claim made is proven, 
and every charge he sustains with incon- 
trovertible evidence, 
. An old gray Liberal said: “I knew it 
all, but never before heard it told with 
such force and ingenuity.” A Romanist 


one] at Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
indeed a grand man, and I love him bet- 


said: 
bad as the Catholic.” 
him soon again. Frank S. WEAVER. - 


A Worthy Laborer and Teacher. 
Parten Post, N. Y., April 7. 1894 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed money 
order for $3 for your paper. I hav taken 
it for a number of years, and cannot do 
without it. I would like to get you one 
or two subscribers. I am the only out- 
spoken Freethinker in our Village of about 
one thousand inhabitants. There are three 
churches here. I do not attend any of 
them. The ministers always treat me po- 
litely, but they fight shy of an argument 
with me. 

The Presbyterian minister, & doctor of 
divinity, commenced an argument with me 
some years ago on the Bible, and came out 
second best. He always treats me in a very 
gentlemanly way, but I cannot get him to 
argue with me again on the Bible. I am 
now seventy-six years of age, am & me- 
chanic, and hav alwayslabored hard. Ihav 
five children living, and they all believe as 
Ido. My religion is to do not unto others 
what I would not have others do to me 

With best wishes for your success, I re- 
main, 


Yours respectfully, B. C. Woop. 


A Live Lightning Director. 
Morristown, Minn., March 26, 1894. 
Mr. Epıror: Find money order for 
$3 50. Please send me the following 
books as soon as possible: '* The Story 
Hour," '*Ghosts and Other Lectures," 
“ Liberty in Literature," ‘‘Bible In- 


quirer," ‘‘ Crimes of Preachers,” ‘‘ Self- 


Contradictions of the Bible," seven leafiets, 
** Charity and Infidelity.” Will say I am 
station agent here, and that I hav done a 
good work since I came; hav made two 
stanch and out-spoken Liberals, and now 
I hav help whenever J need it. There are 
quite & number of Liberals here, and we 
are sowing the seeds of progress that will 
bear fruit soon. My father and a friend 
of ours attended the lectures of the Col- 
He is 


ter than any god or Christ. I hav re- 
ceived the ‘‘ Dynamic Theory," and it iss 
splendid work, and one that all people 
ought to read. I cannot say too much for 
this book. Will try and get y.u a new 
subscriber or two here in the near future. 
E. L. CHUBB. 
Who Was David’s Mother ? 
CLAY CENTER, Kan., April 3, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrog: 1. Who was David's 
mother? 

2 When were the Dark Ages of the 
world? 

8, And how long hav the Old and New 
Testaments been in existence? 

Yours truly, J. B. Wise. 

(1. We do not know. Who does? 

2. The boundaries of this period are not 
agreed upon by ali students and writers. 
It may be said to hav begun about the 
elose of the sixth century and to hav ex- 
tended to the thirteenth, although there 
are some who would continue it to the 
fifteenth. : 

8. The present eanon of the Bible, as 
accepted by the Catholic church, was 
adopted at the Council of Trent, April, 
1546. The Protestant canon was prescribed 
by the Westminster assembly in 1647. It 
is identical with the Catholic, except that 
it rejects the Old Testament apocrypha. 
For the development of the books of the 
Bible read Judge Waite's ** History of the 
Christian Religion of the Year 200." One 
of the best histories of the formation and 
development of the canon is Bronson C. 
Keeler's **Short History of the Bible."— 
Ep. T. 8.] 


Names of Those Who Are Alive. 
Woonsoczet, R. I., March 81, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: I send you the petitions 
that I received from you some time sinee, 
with eighty five names attached thereto, 
hoping they may help to influence Con- 
gress to reject the proposed amendment 


should it come before that honorable: 


body. I suppose there would be no trouble 
in filling a d.zen petitions with names in 
Woonsocket if some one would take the 
time to circulate them.. 
nearly taken up that I hav but very little left 
in which to see those who would add their 


** He makes out the Protestant a8 
We hope to hear 


|. while for me to try to get any more. 


My time -is--so | 


names to the list of those that are battling 
for the right. It would be hardly worth 
The 
names that I hav on the petitions are all 
alive and probably will liv for some time 
to come; no kids just born or those that 
are going to be born again; none that hav 
been dead twenty years like those that 
I hear the National Reform Association 
are putting on their petitions to swell the 
numbers. These sre men snd women 
that are very much alive and understand 
what they are doing. 

Mr. Editor, if every truth seeker in the 
land will spend time enough to get as many 
names as there are on these petitions, 
there will be as many names sent to 


Congress by us as by the National Reform: 


Association, and names that would hav an 
influence. 
Yours for mental liberty. aud justice, . 
Ww. SLATER Mowry. 


The Evil of Religious Intoxication. 

Santa CRUZ. OAL., April 8, m.m. 294. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed money 
for books ordered. The other day a Chris- 
tian Prohibitionist friend wrote to me: ‘‘T 
can see but one evil afflicting hnmanity, 
and that is liquor drinking." Now, she 
certainly needs such light as she would get 
by a careful reading of Taz: TRUTH SEEKER 
fifty-two times & year. Of course the 
liquor traffic is a great evil, and the use of 
intoxicating driuk is the great cause of the 
tramp evil, but by experience we know 
that the prim? cause of misery and poverty 
is religious intoxication. The Christian 
God himself is the originator of the gin- 
mills, and presiding elder in the whisky 
trust. He had horns coming out of his 
hand, and there was the hiding of his 
power (Hab. iii, 4). You savy? Yes, they 
shall drink, and they shall swallow down 
(Obs. i, 16). Such is their God's autobio- 
graphical chronicle. Of course every per- 
son possessing common sense in place cf 
religious insanity knows that the debasing 
phantasy in whose name woman—and man, 
too—is degraded to miserable slavery, is 
the root of all evil. I cannot write all that 
I think, but T do believe that if every one 
would consider himself bound to make a 
business of improving this world instead 
of confining himself to preparations for 
another, there would be no more problem 
of the unemployed, human sympathy and 
friendly aid would take the place of whole- 
sale serpent’s egg corporations, whose 
deadly, blighting evils are encircling all 
nations of the earth. Therefore, think 
and act for yourselvs. Wishing all honest 

men and women a grand future, I am, 
Yours, ete., Victor LAINE. 


A New Genesis. 
Haran, Ia., April 6, 1894. 
And man said: ‘‘ Let us make 
God in our image, after our likeness; and 
let him hav domiuion over the fish of the 
sea and the suckers of the land." l 

So man created God in his own image 
In thé image of man crested he him, and 
he had dominion over every thing that 
creepeth and cringeth before him on the 
face of the earth. 

And man saw that God was truly in the 
image of man. And the evening and the 
morning were the sixth day of savagery; 
and man fought and slew and butchered, 
and strewed the face of the earth with 
bones and graves; and he worshiped his 
“Great Jehova" and his‘‘ Lord of Hosts,” 
for he knew that he was the invisible 
leader of the glorious slaughtering expe- 
ditions of men, and that he was truly after 
his ** own heart.” 

The morning was the dawning of the 
seventh day of savagery, and there began 
to grow upon the face of the earth crea- 
tures that were neither '' fish of the sea,” 
nor ‘‘fowl of the air; ;ó they were not 
“cattle,” nor did they ‘‘creep upon the 
earth;" and so it came to pass that God 
had not dominion over these strange crea- 
tures. i l 

Men ssid that they were a vulgar race, 
known by the name of Jnfidi, but modern 
Scientists hav proven that they were a true 
variety of the earliest race of Homines. 

Now these. Homines went about among 
men, Saying: ‘f Why are all these bones? 
Is it not more peacesble to liv in peace? 


. Why do you not advance? Is: science not 


growing on all these bushes?” 
And ihe men answered, saying: ''Let 


us slay every homo from off the face of 
the earth... They say it is peaceful to liv in 
peace. They say: ‘Let us advance;’ but 
it cannot ‘be, for God would no longer-be 
of our likeness. Let us slay the Homines,” 
And it was so. 

The Homines were all torn to Pieces; 
but, behold! the climate changed exceed. 
ingly, and little Homines grew up all over 
the face of the earth; even faster than 
men could hew them down, and the eyen- 
ing and the morning were the last day ot 
savagery; and civilization sent a feeble ray 
through the dark clouds of superstition. 

And the morning was the nineteenth 
century. 

Though Freethought has been oppressed 


Bo long, is it not making rapid advance- 


ment after all? H. G. BAKER. 


Mortuary—William Dippe. 
GENESEO, ILL., March 27, 1894. 

Mr. Enron: Inclosed please find a 
clipping from a local paper, giving an ac- 
count of the life of Mr. William Dippe. 

The deceased was born in Holstein, 
Germany, Feb. 16, 1821. On Sept. 10, 
1844, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Doris Preper, who survives him. In 1854 
they eame to America, stopping first in 
Chicago; and remaining there about one 
yenr, when they came to Rock Island, and 
in 1856 moved to Le Claire, where they 
hav resided ever since. By occupation 
Mr. Dippe was & ship carpenter, and was 
considered & good workman. His maxim . 
in life was, ‘‘ Whatever is worth doing at 
all, is worth well doing." He was fore- 
man of the Le Claire boat-ways for a num- 
ber of years, and the venerable Oapt. J. 
W. Van Sant, who was proprietor at the 
time, says he never heard him utter a 
cross word to the men who were vorking 
under him. After becoming too old and 
feeble for the performance of heavy man- 
ual labor, he followed the occupation of 
florist and gardener, and many a heart 
has he gladdened with & beautiful bonquet 
of fresh flowers Mr. Dippe has resided in 
Le Claire nearly thirty eight years, and his 
life has been that of an honorable, up- 
right man. He had many virtues, but the 
grandest of them ‘ll was in attending 
strictly to bis own affairs. Would that the 
world had more such men! i 

I wish to add for the readers of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER that Mr. William Dippe was 
one of the noblest specimens of humanity I 
ever met. After an acquaintance of over 
thirty years I hesitate not to pronounce 
him ‘brave, generous, kind, noble, and 
honest. .He was an out and out Free- 
thinker, and was always ready to avow 
and defend his views and principles. And 
while he was nearing the cold, dark river, 
his faithful and loving wife was au invalid 
and blind. The would-be pious neighbors 
called on them and wanted them to let the 
church people pray for them, saying that 
the Lord would raise him and restore 
sight to his blind wife. Feeble and low as 
he was, he became indignant and ordered 
them from his house. 

He was universally respected. I under- 
stand that Mr. Barnes, who officiated at 
his funeral, was a Freethinker.  . 

Respectfully, L. Q. BARNES. 


HENRY 0. JAMES. 
ANDOVER, KAN., April 20, 1894. 

Mz. Eprron; Henry C. James, the writ- 
er's nephew, died March 25th. He was 
a bright and accomplished young man, 
loved and esteemed by all who knew him, 
and would hav graduated in a short time. 
He was a Freethinker, and not afraid of 
speaking his belief to all who happened to 
approach him on the subject of religion. 
His death was very sudden. He was sick 
hardly one day. One pious old lady re- 
marked that it was so sudden that the poor 
boy had no time to repent, and a moment 
later a male relativ of hers said the boy 
did not hav an enemy in the world. i 
' John R Charlesworth was called to de- 
liver the funeral oration at the house of 
his parents aud also at the grave. I will 
say right here that it was the first secular 
service ever held in this vicinity. There 
are quite a goodly number of Freethink- 
ers through here, but not very activ; all 
afraid of ‘‘Mother Gruudy.” The -boy’s 
father, mother, and sisters sre highly 
pleased with Mr. Charlesworth, though 


| many. bigoted Christians declare that -he 


did not say anything. The young man 
died as. he lived and believed. His last 
words were: ‘‘ Truth and justice will come 
at last," and Christians hav the audacity 
to twist and distort these words into an- 
other meaning, and hav even gone so fai 
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as to say that he did not die a Freethinker, 
but Mr. Charlesworth put a quietus on 
all that. 

Revivals hav not been a success through 
this section, although much loud talking 
has been done. In my town quite a num- 
ber hav taken their names from the church 
books during the revival. 

I hav been the chairman of our school 
board for two terms (six years); was de- 
feated two successiv years on account of 
my opinions on religion. Our school was 
durizg this time almost an entire failure, 
and last fall the Epworth League and 


others had a general falling out; and in. 


order to punish each other, and to reha- 
bilitate our school, they put me back on 
' the board as treasurer, and some hav even 
declared that they intend to keep me there 
` as long as I: remain in their district. 
H. N. Worr. 


Imitativ Emotionalism at a Revival. 
Ersa, O., April 1, 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: 


Oh, wad some power the zif.ie gie us 

To see oursels as others see us! 

It wad frae monie a blunder free us 

And foolish notion; 
What airs in dress an’ gait wad lea’e us, 
And ev’n devotion. 

Our. Methodist revival this year ex- 
ceeded, in somé réspects, all similar events 
that ever occurred near this place, and & 
description of it by a critical observer will 
aid the participants in viewing themselvs 
in a sensible way. 

The stationed circuit rider is seldom 
fitted. for revival work, because he is 
usually required to exhibit some intelli- 
gence in the regular work, and habit is a 
powerful influence; consequently, only a 
few are able to suppress the tendency to 
use some reason in their discussions. 
Judging by knowledge acquired from 
attending revival meetings, reasou and in- 
telligence, or at least the use of such by a 
revivalist, are & great obstacle to success, 
and emotional appeals must be relied upon 
in such work. The preacher here made a 
great effort to fulfill these requirements 
and succeeded very well, save for his lack 
of emotional display. Being aware of this 
defect he brought a lady from Canton, O., 
to: assist him. This lady possesses the 
emotional qualities in abundance. 

It is both interesting and amusing at 
‘times to study the methods and observe 
the performances of such a combination. 
It may be discourteous to laugh at serious 
actions, but those witnersed at an old-time 
Methodist révival tend to disturb the com- 
posure of the most solemn persons, and I 
was unable to suppress all smiles at this 
revival. 

Tuesday evening, January 23d, a large 
congregation, including a delegation of 
recent converts from Macksburg, gathered 
at the Methodist Episcopal church here 
and after the usual sermon and song 
service, some of the ‘‘mourners,” there 
being a dozen or fifteen at the **mourners' 
bench," were ‘‘converted.” This ap- 
peared to cause the lady from Canton and 
some other emotional people to ‘‘shout.” 
The commotion soon becime general, and 
probably forty or fifty people took part 
in the memorable sceue that followed. It 
is safe to say that no similar event in 
modern times, considering the numbers 
engaged, has éxcelled this one. For 
probably two and a half hours those en- 
gaged in creating the tumult indulged 
themselvs in the most idiotic actions and 
hideous noises that could be produced. 
The noi e aroused the people in the village 
aod surrouudiag country. Under such 
circumstances the audience could not be 
expected to keep its composure. Those 
who could crowd to the front did so. 
Others, whose view was obstructed, stood 
on top of the backs of the old-fashioned 
seats. The preacher repeatedly stood on 
top of the pul, it and tried to make himself 
heard, but could not. By his motions he 
seemed to be urging ** sinners” to join 
with them. 

I hav witnessed Free Methodist, Salva- 
vation Army, and colored camp-meeting 
scenes, but never saw nor heard anything 
of the kind that equaled this. Old resi- 
dents tell me that forty and fifty years ago 
similar seenes were common, but that they 
never saw anything that excelled this. 

If such a disturbance should occur at 
any other kind of an entertainment or 
meeting, those engaged in it would be 


considered either lunatics or savages. 
They would probably be arrested for riot 
and dealt with accordingly until lunacy 
was proven. In this age of the world 
only wilfal or inexcusable ignorance of 
mental science or incapacity to under- 
stand its simplest truths, would cause any- 
one to consider such actions the result of 
Kirk blessing, Experimental religion, 

conversion” in the Methodist sense, 
is giu 2 delusion, aud when the delu- 
sion becomes epidemic the subjects require 
the exercise of our charity, for by sympa- 
thetic imitation our actions and thonghts 
may be controled even against our judg- 
ment and deliberate convictions, the will 
simply permitting it. If an attempt be 
made to reason a person out of a delusion 
by demonstrating its complete inconsis- 
tency with the most obvious facts, the 
reply will usually be to this effect: ‘‘The 
evidence of my own feelings is stronger 
than any evidence which you can urge." 
Such people should hav our sympathy, but 
should be informed of their error, and 
made to see themselvs as others see them. 

The arrogance and. impudence of a 
Methodist revivalist is astounding and the 
boldness in displaying these qualities 
seems to paralyze an audience.  ** The 
fool hath said in his heart, There is 
no God,” ‘Ye fools, when will ye be 
wise?” and similar statements fonnd in the 
Bible are model phrases for a revivalist; 
but they forget that if Jehovah were a 
gentleman he would not use nor authorize 
the use of such language. They boldly 
tell us that we are the vilest of beings and 
hav the effrontery. to call themselvs the 
saints—the good people—and invite us 
to join them and be good like themselvs, 
when to our certain know! dze they are, 
at least, no better. then others. The 
position they assume is an insult to self- 
respecting opponents, and yet if we are 
inclined to defend ourselvs, they c ‘nsider 
us worse than murderers, for murderers 
are usually ‘‘ jerked to Jesus,” and an un- 
believer who smiles at tte antics and 
ridiculous things he sees and hears at a 
revival meeting commits a sin against the 
Holy Ghost, whatever that may be. -This 
particular Ghost is very sensitiv, too; con- 
sequently we are eternally damned for our 
smiles, and the thought seems to be a com- 
fort to the orthodox pople. 

If the energy worse than wasted at a re- 
ligious revival could be expended in teach- 
ing moral and intellectual truths instead 
of religious nonsense, the community 
would not be disgraced by such uncivil 
exhibitions as we hav witnessed here. If 
the wealth and energy expended in propa- 
gating Christianity had been applied to 
advancing Civilization, we might hav been 
spared the ‘‘dark ages;” and yet there are 
people who ask what our civilization 
would be without Christianity. Morals 
and mauhool will not suffer by the ab- 
sence of false doctrins, aud it is much 
better to teach the truth. 

W. J. Durton. 


The Prophet is Grieved. 


Brooxuyn, N. Y., April 20, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: My opponent accuses me 
of being unfair, in that he seys that I do 
not admit that a note ac epted by its 
author, in payment of an obligation due 
him, is redeemed. If a well-founded 
charge of unfairness could be broughi 
against me, it would grieve me more than 
I can express, for I desire, above all 
things, to be absolutely fair. As to Mr. 
M.'s statement of this case, 1t seems to me 
not strictly in accordance with the facis, 
which are as follows: Mr. Peck had 
assumed that a paper dollar is redeemed 
when the holder givs it to another for 
value received, which prompted me to asx 
if his personal note would be redeemed by 
the holder transferring it to another for 
goods to the amount of its face? Mr. Mac- 
donald answers this query by saying : ‘‘{t 
will be seen that Mr. Peck is placed by his 
opponent in tte position of the govern- 
ment confronted with one of its notes," 
which was not the case. He continues: **I 
imagin that, under the circumstances, Mr. 
Peck would say: ‘The expenses of this 
government require the eolleetiun of 
taxes. Your share of the publie burden is 
this amount; the note is for that amount. 
Take your Teceipt and your change—an- 
other note—and go to the devil.’ The note 


has done it’s work; itis redeemed.” Mr. 
Peck’s dollar, it is to be remembered, was 
not presented to the government in pay- 
ment of a debt due it, but to another citi- 
zen in exchange for goods; yet Mr. Peck 
said it was thereby redeemed. Now, 
Mr. Macdonald presents it to its author, 
the government, in payment of taxes, 
and says, truly, that it is redeemed, 
because its maker accepts it. But 
the government always rvissues these 
notes, and thus puts itself in the same 
position that Mr. Peck would occupy if he 
renewed his note at maturity, in which 
light I think my assertion that Mr. Peck’s 
note had been ‘‘redeemed " by Mr Mac- 
donald by an offer of renewal and an ex- 
hortation to the holder to go to the devil, 
not an uufair summary of the latter gen- 
tleman's plan of redemption; for it isclear 
that the government, by reissuing notes, 
keeps renewing its obligations as fast as it 
cancels them, and that the ‘‘work of a 
note " is never ‘‘ done.” 

Mr. Macdonald begins his reply by mak- 
ing some pedagogical corrections in my ar- 
rangement of some of the words contained 
in what he terms ‘‘a startling proposition,” 
though what there is startling about it, ex- 
cept the fact that Mr. Macdonald would 
hav expressed it very much better—which 
I admit—he neglects to inform us. Siuce 
he makes no claim, however, that the sense 
of the passage he corrects is obscure, it 
needs no further comment; but, lest he 
again accuse me of unfairness, let me say 
that one should stop writing against the 
truth the moment that he becomes aware 
of the fact that he has been antagonizing 
it, because many see the fallacious reason- 
ing who never see the refutation. When 
Mr. Macdonald is convinced that his ideas 
about free silver coinage are fallacious, T 
do not doubt that he will be found on the 
other side, trying his utmost to convince 
others that national prosperity cannot pos- 
-ibly be engendered by enabling owners of 
silver to exchange forty-six cents’ worth of 
silver for one hundred cents of value in 
other forms, which is exactly what open- 
ing the mints to the unlimited coinage of 
the white metal.would, fora very short time, 
do. Resuming the discussion, my oppo- 
nent assures me that cents d » not circulate 
at all on the Pacific Slope, which I accept as 
being true, while insisting that such non- 
acceptance has no eff;et on the assertion 
that the circulation of fractional enrrenoy 
at its face value is due to governmental 
monopoly of such coinage, and to the fact 
that it is exchangeable for any other kind 
of money at the pleasure of the hold»r, be- 
cause—by his own statement—such non- 
acceptance is entirely due to the fact that 
such coins are not needed. As tothe judge 
who decided against a passenger who pre- 
sented & two snd a three-cent piece for a 
car fare, and was ejected from the car upon 
refusing a larger coin, it would seem as if 
this judicial Inminary should be written 
down in the same terms as that other Dog- 
berry, of whom Shakspere tells us, was de- 
sirous of being described; for the supreme 
law making power of the land—so far as 
legal-tender currency is concerned—has 
decreed that such coins shall be a legal 
tendér for any debt less than a dollar. I 
think, however, that Mr. Macdonald had 
better review the case, for it seems impos- 
sible that he can be correct in his state- 
ment. Mr. Macdonald, then, seems to me 
to lack logic when he claims that some 
other causes than those uuder discussion 
must be found to explain the fact of their 
(the cents’) currency where they are 
needed, because they do not circulate at 
all where noć needed. If fractional cur- 
rency did not pass at par where such eoin« 
are necessary, or if such coins were not 
redeemable, and their fabrication not a 
governmental monopoly, and they yet 
were taken at their face value, such condi- 
tions would force us to find other reasons; 
but, as neither of these contigencies is 
present, we rest our case, confident of 
receiving favorable verdict. 

Proceeding, Mr. Macdonald says it is 
plain, from my etatement that few desire 
gold, if they are sure of getting it when 
they do want it, that one hundred of in- 
trinsic value wiil fluat twelve and a haif 
times as much money without intiinsic 
worth, and concludes therefrom that ''a 
twelve and one-half per cent seigniorage ” 
would protect the government credit 
under free coinage [of silver, presumably] 


as efficiently as the same proportiou of: 
gold now enstaine the government’s paper 
promises to pay." Desiriug to avoid oap- 
tiousness, I will not bear ou the: fact that 
the intrinsic value which at present sus- 
tains our currency, at par, is in no seuse 
seigniorage, and taking it for certaiu that 
my oppouent is under no misapprehension 
of the fact that seigniorage is something 
qnite different, I will proceed by calling 
his attention to the fact that not only does 
this intrinsic value in gold keep the . 
**paper promises to pay" at the level of 

the purchasing power of the gold itself, 

but that it also sustains, at the same time 

and in the same degree, the silver dollars. 

If it were not within the ability of the gov- 

ernment to giv gold, worth one hundred, 

in exchange for silver dollars, worth only 

forty-six, all the gold coin would disap- 

pear from circulatiou; for, silver man 

though he is, not even my friend Macdon- 

ald would let a coin of gold go out of his 

hand in exchange for less than half its 

value in silver. At this time the govern- 

ment, having nothing more valuable than 

silver with which to keep its promises to 
pay, silver will fall to its commercial value 

(at most), and will be the standard of our 

currency, and gold coins will again be- 

come a commodity, purchasable only at a 

premium in silver, or iu paper money at 
the silver valuation. At this point my 

friend’s claim that twelve aud one-half 
per cent of silver, intrinsic value, would 

sustain onr currency, just as gold does 

now, would be true, but prices would be 

found to hav risen, when one took these 
silver or paper dollars to market, in at 

least the proportion that gold, when com- 

puted in silver, had advanced. T would 

very much like to convince my opponent 

that this reasoning is sound, and there- 

fore conclusiv as to the inadvisability of 

opening the mints to the free coinage of 

silver, for I think he is worthsaving. Or, 

if he deniesthe validity of the argument, I 

hope that he will lay aside, for a brief 

period, his propensity to treat everything 

as a joke, and treat the subject seriously, 

for I firmly believe it to be iuvulnerable; 

but I will “come off" precipitately if I 

find it at all shaky. 

Mr. Macdonald wonders at the ‘‘ Proph- 
et's" cocksure and mathematical state- 
ment of the cost ratio of silver to gold as 
being 34:1, on the ground that *' the West- 
ern miners’ association " made a report, 
about a year ago, which gave the cost of 
producing silver as being $1.20 an oz., and: 
that of gold as $20 for the same quantity, 
naively adding that ‘‘of course, this ex- 
pense includes the capital invested iu un- 
successful mining ventures,” which, he ad- 
mits, ‘‘can only be roughly estimated.” 
Macdonald has absolved me from the im- 
putation of lacking appreciation for hu- 
mor, but, at the risk of forfeiting his good 
opinion by accepting seriously what might 


.be only some of George's nonsense, I must 


eall to his attention the fact that the mill- 
ions lost in unsuccessful mining ventures 
hav no effect on the present cost of pro- 
ducing silver or gold, as is clearly shown 
by his statement that, counting in those 
unsuccessful ventures, silver costs $1.20 
per ounce to produce, while reference to 
any market report will sh w that that metal 
sells freely at about sixty cents, while 
mines enough to amply supply any likely 
demandare still at work producing silver to 
sell on a market that has a clear tendency 
downward. If Gorg» counted ia all the 
nosuccessful ventures in the printing line, 
h^ would figure the cost of producing Taz 
Trora Ssecer ^t abont 'steen dollars a 
copy, while the retail price is about seven 
cents. Go to, George! That is & very 
bad argument or a very lame joxe, just as 
you choose. 

As to our money circulating abroad, it 
is certain that it has no greater currency, 
as money, than foreign money has here, 
which is virtually none at all. In conclu- 
sion, let me assure my opponent that the 
fact of a dollar being declared a legal ten- 
der, and being receivable for taxes, does 
not insure its circulating at gold value, 
since paying taxes is but a small part of 
the functions of money, and because the 
legal tender feature only applies to debts 
contracted before the passage of a legal- 
tender law, or before a financial crisis, 
since anyone is at liberty to refuse to sell 
if *he money offered does not suit his no- 
tion. E. O. Roscog. 
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@hildven’s Corner.” 


Edited bu Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom. all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the dav’s accnnations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Across the Continent.—Continued. 


It vas Sunday morning, April 1st, and 
we were speeding along across the great 
state of Kansas. We had crossed the Mis- 
souri River, and as far as the eye can 
see there is only a vast extent of level, flat 
land. Kansas Citv itself is delightfully 
situated on a bluff, or plateau, and must 
be, from its appearance, a beautiful and 
desirable place of residence as well as an 
enterprising city. 

After crossing the Kansas, or Kaw River, 
the train stopped awhile. and some of the 
passengers went out and picked un shells 
from the banks where they bad been 
washed by the overflow at some time. 
Then we resumed our journey across the 
state, 486 miles, taking near’y a day and a 
night. At noon we stopped for refresh- 
ment at Topeka, the state capital. We 
passed through rich and fertil fields, and 
through a fine coal section. coming to the 
Arkaneas River near Hutchinson. Tt was 
here that a fellow-traveler, Mr. E. P. 
Hassineer, learning my name, said he had 
known of mv work for years. It was 
pleasant to find a friend so far from home, 
and we had a delightful conversation. Mr. 
Hassinger is intending to establish a hotel 
at Hutchinson. I afterward met several 
othera who knew me well by reputation, 
and many favors and attentions were be- 
Stowed upon the editor of the Corner in 
the way of fruit, confectionery, and the 
contents of dainty lunch-boxes. We looked 
out at Osage City. The land, as far as the 
eye can see. stretches out like the ocean, 
a straight, level, flat surface, and we rode 
miles and miles without seeing a single 
habitation. The early afternoon found us 
at Emporia, and I noted wide fields of 
winter wheat rising upward from the soft 
soil. And asl looked, there in the distance 
I saw a ''prairie schooner.”  ** What is 
that?" you Easterners inquire, as I did. Tt 
is a great white-covered wagon, with a 
stove-pipe projecting from the ton, slowly 
drawn by a couple of horses, and a black 
dog following behind. It contains a fam- 
ily and their household belongings, and 
they are sailing over the prairies to à new 
home in the West. 

What a vast country is ours, growing 
larger and larger all the way as we travel 
on. Itis marvelous. Western people are 
Jarge-hearted, free, and easy to get ac- 
quainted with. 

I was much amused watching the people 
and listening to the conversation. Among 
. the passengers were Mrs. Munson and her 
daughter Agnes, a pretty, sweet-faced cir] 
offourteen. Mrs. Munson entertained me 
with an account of her residence in the In- 
dian Territory, and of life generally in a 
new settlement. Her husband took up 
some land in the territery, and she went 
there to liv while he was away on some 
business. Well, she bad a trying time, of 
it. There were no windows in the log- 
house, and she was obliged to keep a light 
burning all the time. Snakes were plenty, 
not excepting rattlesnakes, and they made 
themselvs familiar, coming into the house 
(that is, the common snakes) quite fre- 
quently. They coiled in the hens’ nests, 
killed chickens, and swallowed eggs whole. 
She was obliged to keep water boiling all 
the time, to scald the serpents who tried so 
hard to be sociable. At one time there 
were two ''sarpints" in the house, and 
while she was scalding one, the other 
made precipitate egress under the door- 
sill, Once, upon retiring, she found a 
snake comfortably reposing in her bed. 
and immediately chopped off his head. 
Her nearest neighbor was a mile awav. 
and she had never forgiven her husband 
for taking her to such a wild country, and 
then leaving her to battle with the snakes. 
T certainly did not blame her. 

It was Sunday, April Ist, but there was 
no sacredness attached to the day out there 
on the plains. Instead of Bible reading 
there were games of euchre, and prayers 


were superseded by palmistry. Most ofthe 
travelers, including the conductor of the 
train, gathered around a lady who gener- 
ously read the palms of her traveling com- 
panions; they eagerly listening to her 
revelations and predictions. 

It is an experience never to be forgotten 
to be out on the wide prairies of the West, 
whose solitude is like the sea. Thoughts 
would turn, however, every now and then 
to the Eastern hills and valleys over which 
was written in large, bright letters the 
sweet word, ‘‘ home.” : 

A little group in the chair cars com- 
Plained that the railroad company, al- 
though bestowing plenty of water, fur- 
nished neither soap nor towels to dusty, 
way-worn travelers. Arriving at the next 
station, a young gentleman volunteered to 
find some soap and proudly reappeared 
bearing aloft triumphantly a cake of toilet 
soap, when there was a scramble as to 
which of the party should hav the first 
use of the same, a lady agreeing to supply 
towels from her satchel. A goodly 
quantity of the real estate of Kansas had 
gathered upon the countenances of the 
wearied wanderers, which being removed, 
introductions were in order, as individuals 
presented an entirely different appearance 
after ablutions, which Jed to a discussion 
of the advantages of cleanliness and godli- 
ness. It is needless to say the decision 
was in favor of the former. 

To change the scene, at one little station 
the whole party ran out and inquired of 
the loungers on the platform where the 
distinguished people of the town lived— 
that they desired to call on the prominent 
citizens, etc. 

‘There ain't no prominent citizens 
here," was the reply; ‘‘all just alike.” 

** But where's the mayor?" was the next 
query. 

“No mayor in this town; every man for 
himself here." 

The company thought it was a novel 
town and laughed at the good joke. . 

S. H. W. 


ee 
Correspondence. 


OsoroLa, IA.. March 23, 1894. 
Miss Susan Wixon—Dear Friend: Thav 
never seen a letter from Clarke county in 
the Corner yet, and as the saying is, there 
is alwavs room for one more, I stil hav 
hopes that there is left one vacant place, 
whieh just this much &nd no more can 
fill, if it is not used to fill the wastebasket. 
Father has taken this paper—Tue TRUTH 
SwurkER—Íor nine years, and never got 
tired of it yet. e hav the first paper 
that wassent to us. Well, for fear of that 

dangerous wastebasket, I will close. 
Yours with respect. MYRTLE JONES. 


[Myrtle is very weleome.— Ep. O. 0.] 


Moopy, Tex., March 19, x.w. 294. 

Miss Wrxon: As it has been raining, and 
I bav plenty of time, I will write to the 
Corner. I wrote about six years ago. 
There are a good many Liberals living 
around here. A young Christian school 
teacher ia teaching arithmetic in school at 
night. He teaches every other night. 
Last Friday a preacher of the came de- 
nomination came along and wanted to 
hold a meeting at the school-house, but 
the teacher would not giv way for his 
own denomination; so in order to carry on 
the meeting, they had to go to a neigh- 
bors' house to preach every other night; 
but I think the meeting is broken up. It 
has rained to-day till the valleys look like 
small lakes all over them. I will close by 
asking some of the writers of the Corner 
to write to me. W. A. Simmons. 


SANGER, OAL., Feb, 25, B.M. 294. 

Drar Miss Wixow: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. I liv three and a half 
miles from Sanger. My papa’s right eye is 
sore, so he rented the place this year to his 
two brothers. I hav three sisters and one 
brother. Iand my sister just younger go 
to school Our teacher's name is Prof. G. 
D. Hinds. and he is a church member. 
The wild flowers are in bloom here. Mv 
papa and mamma are both Liberals. T liv 
a half mile from the school-house. This 
morning I heard the Salvation Army best- 
ing away, and wasting precious time that 
they can never make up again. Papa and 
mamma belong to the F. A. & I. U., and 
are opposed to churches and Sundav- 
schools. I will be glad to see this in print. 

I remain your Liberal friend, 
Linnie Rose. 

[Tell the Oorner about Sanger next 

time, all about the town.— Ep. O. 0.] 


Gouprawairs, Tex., Feb. 26, 1894. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first 
letter. I will tell you my age. Iam four- 
teen years old. I goto school My teach- 
er’s name is Miss Mary Lou Graves. She 


is an unmarried lady, and her age is 
twenty-two. She has taught here two 
terms. We hav been having bad weather 
for the past week. It snowed here on 
Friday last. It wasn’t very deep. I will 
close for this time. 'I would like to corre- 
spond with some boy or girl. 
Iam your friend, Marr Boyes. 


[Mattie might tell us something about 
Texas.—Eb. O. O.] 


Exserrton, Ga., March 3, 1894. . 

Dear Miss Wrxon: You asked me to tell 

what a Freethinker is. A Freethinker is 

one who doesnot allow anyone elseto think 

for him, on any subject at all, especially 
religion. One who thinks for himself. 


To-day is my eldest sister's birthday. 


Elberton has three churches and two 
schools in it. I used to go to Sunday- 


school, but I havn’t been in a long time. I |. 


go to school every day Ican. I love to go 
to school, Yourstruly, Orrvzg BELL. 


[Learn all that is possible. Scientific 
knowledge is valuable.—Ep. O. O.] 


Roawoxz, Va., March 1, 1894. 

Drar Miss Susan AND READERS OF THE 
CoRENER: It has been along time since I 
wrote to the Corner. The Christian 
scapegoats of this community are hold- 
ing a revival just opposit our house every 
night, I was there one night, when one of 
the good men asked me to join the church, 
but I told him ‘‘ No, thank you.” I hap- 
pened in one day at a lawyer's office where 
Iheard some farmers talking about the 
Atheists; then I told these farmers about 
my dream. I commenced as follows: I 
dreamt I was down visiting the devil, and 
he was carrying me through his palace, 
showing me where he kept the different 
denominations and how he treated them; 
but Y didn't see anv farmers, and I said to 
him (the devil). ** Where are the farmers?” 
And he said, ‘‘ Around here. come with 
me." I went, and inside of & red-hot 
room was a lot of farmers hanging by their 
necks. and the fire was just burning and 
crackling under them. I said. ‘‘ What do 
you hang themup by their necks and roast 
them for?” And he answered me, saying, 
“ Because the farmers are so d—n green 
that they bav to be dried before I can burn 
them!" I never heard any more from those 
farmers about Atheists. Now, I don’t 
mean what I eaid about farmers all being 
green, because there are some mighty 
shrewd farmers, especially their daugh- 
ters. I just told them about my dream, 
so they would hush their mouths about the 
Atheists, and they did. 

T am very sorry to see so small a number 
of letters in the Corner, and I think if we 
larger boys and girls would write more, it 
would induce the smaller ones to write. 
Now let us larger boys and girls pitch in 
and try to keep our Corner to correspond 
with other Corners in other papers. It 
would be a disgrace for our Corner to run 
aground when there are enough of us to 
keep it going. Now, let us see if we can’t 
hav more letters. 

Iam going to Philadelphia in a day or 
two, and when I get there, I will tell you all 
about my trip. 

Iwil be glad if some of the boys and 
girls will write to me. I will close before 
my letter gets too monotonous. 

Wishing good luck to the Corner, and 
more letters, yours, CHARLIE POWER. 


[There are letters enough, Charlie. We 
hav a huge pile on hand all the time, but 
notspace enough to printthem.—Ep. 0.0.] 


SOMETHING NEW! 


A Freethought Romance Library. 


WARRANTED TO PLEASE. 


Every Book Full of Freethought Sentiment. 


Not a Dry, Tedious Page Allowed. 


It is pnblished monthly at $150 a year; six 
copies, 75cents; single copy, 15 cents. 


Address THE LIBERAL PUBLISHING CO., 
Etis Portland, Kansas. 


WIZARDS MAGIC PURSE. 256. 


e 

dom. We make liberal torn co Agents, and 

will send a 50c. sample with secret in sealed envelope post 
nid, with Catalogue of 250 usetul articles for 25c. ; 3 for 60e. 


000 NOVELTY CONCERN 46 CORTLAND ST. NEW YORK. 


a Seudo Diamond 
y ONLY $1.00. 


To introduce our new Anglo-American Goods, 
on receipt of $1.00 we will send, for sixty days, post- 
paid, one of our elegant Gold Filled Seudo Diamond 

ings, which is equal in appearance to one that 
cost $50.00. It isa beautiful piece of jewelry suit- 
able for either lady or gentleman and worn b 
of the best people at full dress parties. Enclose 
with $1.00 a slip of paper the size of your finger and 
we will send the above by return of mail, 


AddressH. W.Sparling&Co.18&20LibertySt.N.Y 
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; Followers of Jesus. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


B THIS YOUR SOR, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL 
Prise, cloth, $1. >] 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Price, cloth $1. ! Paper, 50 cents. 
A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTS: 


A Splendid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 

ystery -The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell's 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS? 

P.efsce—The F ction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throw. in Wi:h the City’s Dead -An Irre- 
spon ible Educated Cla*s—The Moral Re- 
sprnsibiltty of Woman in Heredity— 
Wou anasan Annex—Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in sts Relati: ns to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
po:ed Nati nal Law 
—Lawsuit.rleg- 
acy—Common 
ense in 
Surgery. © 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 

- &minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. d 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insaue? Price, 10 cents. 
The Publie Sehools and the Catholie 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


APdress THE TRUTH SuuugB, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 281894. 
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ROBERT C. 
INGERSOLL'S 
WORKS. 


———9—— 


Only Authorized Editions. 


HS is 
GODS AND OTHER LECTURES. 
Comprising The Gods, Humboldt, Thomas Paine, Individuality, Heretics and Heresies. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. A 
GHOSTS AND. OTHER. LECTURES. . 
nciuding The Ghosts, Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child; The Declarati - 
gree, About jaming in ft Speech Nominating J ames, G Blaine qplargtion of Tndopend- 
ran s ibute to A 9 . f i 
and A Tribute to Ebon C. "Inzersoll. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 8l. ises Betoro Me Like'a Droat 
SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. , $ l 
ontents: Some Mistakes of Moses, Free Schools, The Politicians, Š 
Pentateuch, Monda; Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, He Made the Baas "uo. pridat Sane 
day, Let us Make Man, Sunday, The Necessity for 2 Good Memory, The Garden, ‘the Fai. 
Dampness, Bacchus and Babel, aith in Filth, The Hebrews, The Plagues, The Flight, Confes« 
rin à void, Inspired Slavery, Marriage, War, Religious Liberty, Conclusion. Paper, 50 cents; 


INTERVIEWS ON TALMAGE. 


Being Six Interviews with tbe Famous Orator on Six Sermons by the Rev. T. DeWitt Tal- 
mage, of Brooklyn, to which is added a Talmagian Catechism. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1.25; 
cloth, gilt, $1.50. . . 

BLASPHEMY. i . 
rgument by R. G. Ingersoll in the Trial of O. B. Reynolds, at Morristown, N. J. This is 
the greatest argument ever made in a case of this kind, and will be a model for the bar so long 
as the Christians use force to repress free speech. Its legal acumer is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled in a trial for “blasphemy.” Wherever Christian persecution is going 
on this argument shonld be freel v circulated, read to the Christians, and expounded on every 
occasion. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. : 


WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 

Analyzes the so-called gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and devotes a chapter 
each to the Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists. Presbyterians, Evangelical Alliance, and an- 
swers the question of the Christians as. to what he proposes instead o: Ohristianity—the relig- 

. ion of sword and flame. Paper, 25 cents. 


THE GREAT INGERSOLL CONTROVERSY. 


The famous Christmas Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll, the heated replies of the miriisters, 
and Colonel Ingersoll's rejoinders to the same. Paper, 28 cents. piles i 


THOMAS PAINE'S VINDICATION. : 
A Reply to the New York Ooserver’s Attack upon the Author-hero of the Revolution, by 
R. G. Ingersoll. Paper, 15 cents. 


LIMITATIONS OF TOLERATION. 


A Discussion between R. G. I ll, Hon. Frederick R. Ooudert, and Ex-G 
Stewart L. Woodford. Paper, 10 nen piani d Voip Ed 


ORTHODOXY. CIVIL RIGHTS SPEECH. 
A Lecture. Paper, 10 cents. Wita Speech of Hon. Frederick Douglass. Paper, 10 cents. 


OPen SPEREN T8 Tie MURT: y y na on Pons 
n thes [o . A . Co. vs. W. U. .,1886 T, ts. 
CRIMES AGAINST CRIMINALS. isse doa 


Delivered Before the New York State Bar Association. Paper, 10 cents. 


LIFE. AProse-Poem. In color, on board, gilt edges, 9x13 (for mantel, wall, or easel), 50 cents. 


. LITHOGRAPH OF R. G. INGERSOLL. A LAY SERMON. 
22x 28 inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. On the Labor Question. Paper, 6 cents. 


PHOTOGRAPH (CABINET) OF R. G. INGERSOLL, 50 cents. 
ss s “ COLONEL INGERSOLL, WITH BABY BROWN. 


(A home picture.) 50 ents. . 
PHOTOGRAPH (PANEL), 18 x 24 inches, $5. (IMPERIAL), 7} x 18 inches, $1.50. 
STAGE AND THE PULPIT. 


An Interview on their Comparative Merits, and Opinions on the Trial of the Chicago 
Anarchists, the Catholic Ohnrch, etc. Paper, 8 cents. 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. INGERSOLL ON MeGLYNN. 


Centennial Oration. Paper, 6 cents. Paper, 3 cents. 


INGERSOLL CATECHISED. Paper, 3 cents. BIBLE IDOLATRY. Paper, 3 cents. 
THE TRUTH OF HISTORY. l 


Comments on the assertion by an evangelist that Colonel Ingersoll had become a Christian, 
hed admiten that Thomas Paine recanted, and that his own children had joined the church. 
aper, 3 cents. : 


INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE NEW YORK UNITARIAN CLUB. 
. The lecture is a grand one, and was received by the club with continuous applause from 
beginning to end, which speaks well for the Unitarians. The pamphlet contains 12 pages, 
beautifully printed.’ Price, 6 cents; ten copies, 50 cents. 


MEMORIAL ORATION ON ROSCOE CONKLING. : : 
Delivered before the New York legislature May 9, 1888. Price, 75 cents. 


GOD IN THE CONSTITUTION. 


One of the best papers Colonel Ingersoll ever wrote. In paper cover with likeness of 
author. Price, 10 cents. Twelve copies for $1. 


INGERSOLL’S GREAT ADDRESS ON THOMAS PAINE, 
At the Paine celebration in New York city in 1892. Price, 6 cents; ten copies for 50 cents. 


INGEBSOLI’S LECTURES, IN. ONE VOLUME: = ed dd 3H 
CONTENTS.—The Gods; Humboldt; Individuality; Thomas Paine; Heretics and Here- 
sies; The Ghosts; The Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child: The Centennial Oration, or Decía- 
ration of Independence, July 4, 1876; What I Kuow About Farming in Illinois; Speech at Cin- 
cinnati in 1876, nominating James G. Blaine for the Presidency; The Past Rises Before Me, 
or, Vision of War, an extract from a Speech made at the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Reunion 
at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 21, 1876; A. Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll; The Grant Benquet; 
Crimes Against Criminals; Tribute to the Rev. Alexander Clarke; Some Mistakes of Moses; 
What Must We Do to be Saved? Six Interviews with Robert G. Ingersoll on Six Sermons by 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, D.D.; to which is added a Talmagian Catechism, and Fonr 
Prefacos, which contain some of Mr. In ersoll’s wittiest and brightest sayings 
This volume has tho greatest popularity, is beautifully bound in hal? calf or half morocco, 
mottled edges, 1,357 pagez, good paper, large type, post 8vo. Price, postpaid, $5. 


LIBERTY IN LITERATURE. , 
dress ee ee ot Tae e e iP wath eain i of Wins ^ Containing also 
ress delivered in Philadelphia, Oct. wi ortrait o itman. 
COLONEL INGERSOLL?S "ADDRESS AT THE FUNERAL OF WALT WHIT- 
MAN, at Harleigh, Camden, N. J., March 30, 1892. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 
PROSE-POEMS AND SELECTIONS. T 
Fifth edition, enlarged and revised. A handsome qnarto, containing 838 pages. This is 
beyond question, the cheapest and most elezant volume in Liberal literature. Its mechanical 
finish is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. No expensc has been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty itis. The type is large and clear, the paper heavy, highly calendered, andrichly tinted, 
the presswork fault ess, and the binding as pertect as the best materials and skill can make it. 
As to the contents, it is enough to say that they include all of the choicest utterances of 
the greatest writer on the topics treated that has ever lived. _ . » 
Those who have not the good fortune to own all of Mr. Ingersoll's published works, will 
have in this book of selections many bright samples of his lofty thought, his matchless elo- 
uence, his wonderful imagery and his epigrammatic and poeticpower. The collection in- 
Gude all of the “Tributes " that have become famougin literature—notably those to his brother 
E. C. ingersoll, Lincoln, Grant, Beecher, Conkling, Courtlandt . Palmer, Mary Fiske, Elizur 
Wright: his peerless monographs on “The Vision of War,” Love, Liberty, Art and Morality, 
Science, Nature, The Imagination, Decoration Day Oration, What is Poetry, Music of Wagner, 
Origin and Destiny, * Leaves of Grass,” and on the great heroes of intellectual Liberty. Be- 
sides these are innumerable gems taken here and there from the orations, speeches, arguments, 
toasts, lectures, letters, interviews, and day by day conversations cf the author. 

‘he Look is designed for, and will be accepted by, admiring friends as a rare personal 
souvenir. To helpit serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph ac-simile, has 
been prepared especially tor it. Inthe more elegant styles of binding itis eminently snited 

or presentation oses, for any season or occasion. F . 
PenzcxS. In clo h, beveled boards; gilt edges, $2.50; inhalf morocco, gilt edges, #5; in half 
calf, mottled ‘edges, library style, $4.80; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitely fine, $7.50; 
in full tree calf, highest possible finish, $9. ) 


Any of the above sent to any address, by express, prepaid, or mail, post free, 
en receipt of price, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


Just. Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living. in Michigan said once that } he would give $25 a 
gear to Na es achers recorded, e Irequen ps 
of virtue of the ministers showed how little value Christianity 
esses make men mor: 
d ^ have just, issued the Fourth Edition pA the book doing this.. 
e 


The additions for this new edition of 


£ Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 
of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against, women, for the fair sex are at once tha weakness and 
the strength of the chureh—‘ the church" meaning of course the 
a EX 


otwithstanding ihe man; 


: additional pages, we have kept the {4 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for 2 copy, and confound the church- : 
wen. Show them just what sor; of scamps are the clergy who have ` N 

Xosed the World's Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery oF 


vaintings in this period is “immoral.” 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


REDUCTION IN PRIGE.OF A GREAT BOOK. 


With the eighth edition s» 
Winwood Reade's “ Martyr. 
dom of Man," the cost oF 
| [production has been fes 
mm sened sao that we can redues 
M Seam | the price from $1.75 te 


$1.00. 


book has had a phenomena) sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener's 
E Mad Wee and Gods” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of itl The ez 


“MARTYRDOM. OF MAN” 


te a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
~—ita martyrdom—in its rise to its present olane. ItsLows how War and Religion have been opp 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describen be 

ectnal struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be s religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks. the Macedonians, Alexandria, the 
yy AR , Phonioians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. i 


The Natura! History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, tho Propheta, 
RELIGION. cisacier of Jesus the Christiana Arabia, Mecca, Character of Mohar 
med: Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 


¢ BERT ofincient, Europe, Invasjon, of ] he Germans, the Santie; be Town: the 
I i li urch, Venice. Ara n, the Portnguese. coverers, the Slave Trade, 
1 * Abolition in Europe. Abolition in America. Materials of Human History, 
imal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early Hist 
IN | ELL EC | pp of Universal f Dort, The Future of the Human Hace, The 
Pigion of Reason and Love. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


" fr 1.78 to $1.00. ^ Address 
wiss reduced from $ $ 38 Lafayette place, New York. 


PEN PICTURES OFTHEWORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. . 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
sll in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to-the present time. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. 


'* An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of ‘Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Ohrist/s coming, the princi- 
pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 

culiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges. miracles, wonder-workings, and snpernatnra] pad- 
ing are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorgnce, and snperstition, constitnt- 


i liti the day. 

tug the peculiar politics of the dav. CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 

The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 

The Earth. In General. 

The Chemical Aspect. By the Lungs. 
By the Skin. 

The Sun. By the Kidneys. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. ~ 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 


Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances, 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. The Mind. 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The tcclesiastical Kindergarten, 
God Save the King. Rational Review. 
Jehovah Takes & Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations, 
The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 
The Christian Era. Every Man (guleyen God. - 
Organic Life— Vegetable. Tables {Moni Wien nogledgo. . 

r 1 Animal. . i ence They Spring. 
Organs Ber The Master Tissnes. ane Non Oredo. 


Rules for Human Condnct. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—T: 
Map of Theological Retrogression. Be Mina: 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo, 
In Cloth, #1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New Yo k 


The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissnes. 


Food and Food-Substances. 
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Siew Publ cations. 


. Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
-tions noticed here can be had of THE 
Truru S#eceER Company, at the price 
named. ^ 


Woman: Four OENTURIES or PROGRESS. 
by Susan H. Wixon. Price, 10 cents. 
This is, in my opinion, one of the best 

pamphlets for missionary work yet pub- 

lished by the Truth Seeker Company. 

Since women are the mainstay of the 
Christian churches, our chief sim is to get 
them interested in Freethought, and Miss 
Wixon has given us a splendid lecture 
which can be used for this purpose. Her 
style is clear and forcible and her argu- 
ments convincing, and the pamphlet de- 
serves, and no doubt will hav, a wide cir- 
colation. 

I wish also to call attention to avother 
pamphlet: '*The Crime of 1893: Russia 
and America.” By Wm. H. Gaivani. Pub- 
lished by the Jones-Morris Publishing 
House, Portlana, Or. Price, 15 cents. 
This little book will add much to Gal- 
vanis already well-known reputation a8 & 
writer. The pamphlet- is a review of the 
treaty recently concluded between Russia 
and our government No one is more 
fitted to write intelligently on this subject 
than Wm. Galvani, who, being born and 
having spent most of his life in Russia, 
has himself seen and studied the state of 
affairs in that sorrow-stricken country. 
Every lover of liberty in every country 
should read this little book; should become 
acquainted with the gross injustice our 
government has perpetrated in this move- 
ment, and should enter his protest against 
this, our country’s ‘‘compact with 
tyranny." Never before hav I read so 
much of truth and of value in sixty-three 
pages. Katwe Kram Surrg, 

Sec. Oregon State 3ecul :r Union. 

THREE IwTRODUOCTORY LEOTURES ON THE 
Sornos or ‘'HouGaT. By F. Max Mül- 
Jer, Chicago: ‘I'he Open Court Pubush- 
ing Company. Price, 25 cents, 


Professor Müller maintainsthatlanguage 
is identical with thought. He says there 
is no such thing as reason, and asks if we 
hav come honestly by that substantiv. In 
a letter to a friend who urges objections 
against this position of the great philolo- 
gist, Professor Müller says: ** Reason is 
something, namely language, not simply 
as we now hear it and use it, but as it has 
been slowly elaborated by man through ali 

- the ages of his existenceon earth. Reason 
is the growth of centuries, it is the work of 
man, and at the same time an instrument 
brought to higher and higher perfection 
by the leading thinkers and speakers of the 
world. No reason without language, no 
language without reason. Try to reckon 
without numbers, whether spoken, written, 
or otherwise marked, and if you succeed 
in that, I shall admit that it is possible to 
reason or reckon without words, and that 
there is in us such a thing, or such a power 
or faculty, as reason, apart from words. 
E Some people seem to resent it al- 
most as a personal insult that what we call 
our divine reason should be no more than 
human language, and that the whole of 
this human language should hav been de- 
rived from no more than eight hundred 
roots, which can be reduced to about one 
hundred and twenty concepts. But if I 
had wished to startle my readers, I could 
easily hav shown that out of these eight 
hundred roots, one-half could really hav 
been dispensed with, and has been dis- 
pensed with in modern languages, while 
among the one hundred ana twenty con- 
cepts not a few are clearly secondary, and 
owe their place in my list merely to the 
fact that in Sanskrit they cannot be re- 
duced to any more primitiv concepts. To 
dance, for instance, cannot be called a 
primitiv concept; perhaps not even to 
hunger, to thirst, to cook, to roast, eto. 
Only it so happens that in Sanskrit, to 
which my statistical remarks were re- 
stricted, we cannot go behind such roo s 
as NART, KSHUDH, TARSH, PAK, etc. 
It isin that limited sense only that such 
roots and such concepts can be caled 
primitiv. The number of reaily primitiv 
concepts would be so alarmingly small that 
for the present it seemed wiser to say 
nothing about it. But so far from being 
ashamed of our modest beginnings, we 
ought really to glory rather in having 
raised our small! patrimony to the immense 
wealth now hoarded in our dictionaries.” 

There follow the ‘‘ Three Introductory 
Lectures” thirteen letters from eminent 
scientists and literary people in criticism 
of the professor's views, and a communi- 
cation from him in reply thereto, all re- 
printed from Nature. 


Tug FraAwisG MzTEOR. Poetical Works 
of Wil Hubbard-Kernan. Biography 
by Hon. John R. Clymer. Portrait. 
Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co. Cloth. 
Price, $1.50. f 
Above the pen name of *' Kenneth La- 

mar” most of the poems in this handsome 
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volume appeared in the New York Mercury 
and Meriwetner’s Weekly, and in vari- 
ous papers in Iowa and other Western 
states, of which Mr. Kernan was editor 
Mr. Kernan’s extreme views on political 
questions—he was editor of the famous 
tates, of Okohona, Mississippi —hav done 
much to prevent the recognition of his 
great merits as 4 poet. But it seems cer- 
tain that the future will giv him credit for 
the possession of talents of no mean order. 
He is often compared to Poe, and it cannot 
be denied that many of his productions at 
once call to mind the out-pourings of that 
somber genius. 

The contents of this book are classified 
as: ‘‘ Poems of Pessimism,” *' Melodies of 
Misogamy,” ‘‘ Poems of Passing Moods,” 
‘Agnostic Arguments,” and ‘‘ Poems Po- 
litieal:" 

Here are a few stanzas from the poem, 
“ Per Castra Ad Astra:” 


** Per castra ad astra "—through camps fo 
the stars— 
Ran the demagog legend of old: 
It glowed on the banners borne forth to 
the wars 
By the soldiers believing and bold. 


When torn by the spears of the truculent 


foe, 
And trampled by hoof and by heel, 
They were taught that their glorified 
spirits would go 
Straightway to the Land of the Leal. 


Poor dupes of proud devils! They thought 
if they gave 
Of their blood to the glory of kings 
They would sweep forth, transfigured, 
from out of the grave 
With a flash of white, fluttering wings! 


** Per castra ad astra ’’—the lie has come 
down 
Through cycles and conquests unknown; 
And still it stirs men to march forth for 
the crown, 
And with bayonets prop up the throne; 


And still it stirs many to barter the bloom 
And the song and the sunlight of time, 
For the hope of a blessing beyond the 

bleak tomb 

In a vague aud invisible clime, 

Woman, OHUROH, AND STATE. 

The beginning of an epoch is always a 
fitting time for retrospection, and the activ 
awakening of both man and woman at the 
present day to the latter’s worth and 
rights to co recognition marks a period 
where a right view of the past can well be 
taken and the subject of cause and effect 
clearly considered. In ‘‘ Woman, Church, 
and State,” Matilda Joslyn Gage has for- 
mulated a collection of far reaching his- 
toric facts which in themselvs are silent 
arguments for the progressiv cause the 
author so ably champions. ‘Its pages teem 
with examples of oppression that bear 
mute witness to tbe patient endurance and 
long-suffering of women because of their 
sex—virtues which in themselvs should at 
least demonstrate their equality with their 
persecutors. 

From the earliest days of written history 
to the present time, the author cites the 
countries and their treatment of women, 
and many a poignant truism does she 
ev lve. 

Filled as the book is with statistical 
facts, it is yet free from the uninteresting- 
ness usually the companion thereof; for 
the author has interwoven a personality 
into her writing that keeps awakened the 
interest throughout. 

It is a woman writing about women. 
And who can better appreciate the sub- 
ject? 

‘Taken in its entirety, it is treated in a 
manner that calls for the highest praise, 
and the work cannot but prove a valuable 
addition to the literature of progressiv 
thinkers of the day. 

As must seemingly be the case with all 
writings of advanced thought, the writer 
has lost sight, in several instances, of the 
necessity of poliov in general as well as 
individual association and some of the con- 
clusions and inferences drawn are open to 
criticism on the ground of expedient con- 
cessions to the laws of cause and effect. 

Naturally, also, there are & few inacu- 
racies, but they are of minor detail, such, 
for example, as classing the Christian 
Register of this city as a recognized organ 
of tne Episcopal church. 

But the general truths are not thereby 
affected, and it may well be ** addressed 
to all persons who, breaking away from 
custom und the usages of ages, dare seek 
Truth for the sake of Truth." To all such 
it will be welcome; to all others aggresiv 
and educational.— Boston Ideas. 


SFU in a Jfutshell. 


By ASA AUGER 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 7 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


] Paine’s "Age of Reason, 
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RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience ocr Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, i 
What is Ignorarce ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety. B and Honor, . |. . 
Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, "E 

i A Not a Means to Life's 


Conduct; or Right Doing, __ ife, varice, 

Virtue, the IlInminator of Life. Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, . iyo step 
Pruurnee, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s*Best 
What Know Ye of Justice ? Self-Control. Blossoms, : 


Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect. . Reason and Free Inquiry. .. 
Temperance and Iutemperan.e, Fooiish Pride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, ; peg 
18 the Use of Tobacco Danger- dice, : Free Press, 
ous ? : Anger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, - ~. 

Cultivation of Individuality, The Ange: of Forgiveness Rights of Children, . " 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty, Human Rights: or the Equality 

eness, another Name for Loss, Perseveran :e, the Friend of Mau, ofMan. . 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, à Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 
The Gentleman; 


Val.e of a Trade, cess, á Politeness. H 

Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life. Politeness. — Continued. — The 

Games of Chance, 'l'emptation, the Demon on the ntlewoman, . 

"rath and Falsehood, h.ghway, BestSooiety, | . ] 

Whatisaa Oath? or the Worth Habt, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power of Will, isdo.n. Ap. à 

Fraud & Crime, Courage, & Necessity to Right 

‘The Poison of Slander, Living 


Miss Wixon has taken ss her mot'oes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences trom vhe works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted libe-al minister: : 


AS with the Physical, so with the ethical. A belies, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a law which altereth not.— Herbert Spencer. . 

Living is an Art, a method "expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. . 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. — 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New ork. ° 


RELIGION A CURSE, _ 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
. RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samtel P. Putnam. 


Address 


Dedicated, to the Amertcan Congress, of 1892, which lor the sake of KHeltgton, Staddvea Liberty 
to the Heart. i 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Christian charch. x 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. . 


Also the following Essays and ! oem: by Mr. Putnam, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethuught; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas taine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Öre., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Bhut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphi :, in 1876). n 

The main essay in this work is on» of the strongest arraignments ever made of tho religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of ths people of this cou..try. It should be distributed widely. 
I» has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH Seeker and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy vo lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 95 oents; Five copies for $1. 


Addrexs THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafavette Place, New York City. 


tea THUMBSCREW AND. RACK, ate 


12 COPIES 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE iNsTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity Being the Nuremberg Collection, and iuciu ling specimens from 
‘Khe Holy Inquisition. 

THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

` Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, tie Race. the Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks 
the Heretic C tcher. the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a stoush pest {gag}, Tron Masks recommends 
oy the Inquisition, Bcesking and Buraing on the Wheel, tho Ducking. Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgi « Up to Date the Execution Bell, eto. g 

"I used to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, ‘how ou: fathers persecuted mankind Bnt I 
aever appreciated it. Lrea lit, batit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not realy appreciate 
theinfamies that have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the irou ar.uments thas 
Christians used.” . 
Price, 10 Cents per Copy. = -= 12 Copies for $1.00 
BUY A DOLLAR'S WORIH AND SCaTLER CHEM AMONG YOUR CHRISTIAN «EIGH8ORS! 
Address THE , RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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 HAND-BOOK 


F 


BE 


-FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form & 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
P trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
E of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
biet Inelude all the disputed pointe bosweon Clitistanity and Hresthought rios 
variety of subjects include e disputed points between Christianity and Freethou Price, 
GR R1: paper, 60 cents, Address HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Gems of Shought. 


Tum equality of man js written in the 
difference.—Katherine Mabley Corbett. 


Grv me the liberty to know, to utter, . 
and to argue freely according to con-. 


science, above all liberties.— Milton. 


RELIGIONS themselvs are never new. 


Buckle declared tbat he who affirmed that 
Christianity contained any new teaching 
was guilty of either ignorance or fraud. 
If Buckle's life had been spared, he might 


hav been able to say that Christianity: 


lived in its earliest days because it ab- 
gorbed Eastern ideas, and that it livs now 
because it adopts secular methods.—Fur- 
neauz Jordan. : 


Ler church organizations, if they so: 


choose, frown upon dissenters and look 


upon those in pity or resentment who. 
differ from them in their convictions. 


Before the law of a free land, of a nation 
of freemen z alous to preserve their in- 
alienable rights, Jew and gentile, skeptic 
and Agnostic, must not be discriminated 
against. The unbeliever, if a loyal citi- 


zen, Shares with the believer the same 


rights of citizenship.— Fev. L. Stern, in 
Jewish Messenger. 


Joun Moruny says with truth: ‘One 
reason why so many persons are really 
shocked and pained by. the avowal of 
heretical opinions is the very fact that 
such avowalis uncommon. lf unbelievers 


and doubters were more courageous, he- 
It is be-' 


lievers would be less timorous. 
cause they liv in an enervating fool’s para- 
dise of seeming assent aud conformity, 
that the breath of an honest and outspoken 
word strikes so eager and nipping on their 
sensibilities.” The time is pretty sure to 
come to all when they must speak out 
what is in them or play the hypoerit. 
Who can doubt which is the manly part?— 
J. M. Wheeler. 


Tue present generation of Americans 
has been reared largely on the most 
dangerous stimulants. Of course, all wise 
men know that every spree has its penalty. 
This country is now sobering up. It is 
particularly hard on the rising generation 
that has not been accustomed to economy 
and to the ordinary hardships of life. It 
is hard even on the older inhabitants and 
pioneers, but these hav had some experi- 
ence. on the. dead level, and hav long 
since learned that the boom of a whole 
nation is quite as unstable and much more 
dangerous than the boom of a single dis- 
trict or town. A boom is a boom, and 
ultimately every boom must explode and 
blow its army of visionary mortals to king- 
dom come.— Galveston News. i 


Bur suppose that Christianity, as the 
nominal religion of the majority of citizens, 
were adopted as tbe religion of the state; 
even then the confusion would not be 
ended. ‘Shall the state be Catholic or 
Protestant, orthodox or liberal? Shall it 
acknowledge the infallibility of the church 
and pope, or adopt the Bible as an in- 
fallible guide? What doctrin shall be set 
forth in the creed, and what condemned 
as heretical? What rites and forms shall 
be prescribed? To entertain such ques- 
tions is to remove the foundation of re- 
publican government and to revive tke 
doctrins and assumptions out of which 
grew the Inquisition with all its bloody 
horrors, and make the stake and the fagot 
once more the terror of dissenters from 
the orthodox faith.— Oliver Johnson. 


Tur community at large has an instinctiv 
distrust for all parade of religion; for all 
pretentious and obtrusiv piety. The man 
who should every morning, before opening 
his business for the day, summon his em- 
ployees around him and ‘‘recognize God” 
by leading them in publie prayer, would 
lose business and become an object of 
general distrust, not because people gener- 


ally distrust religion, but because they hav |: 


a wholesome dread of false pretenses. 
The general instinct does not err. The 
man who carries his religion on his sleeve; 
who makes an advertisment of it and uses 
it to attract attention to himself and his 
merits, is generally what people take him 
to be. Neither in business nor in politics 
nor anywhere else is it safe to trust those 
who thus proclaim their religion on the 
corners of the streets. At the opening of 
the French. Revolution there was an ad- 
mirable illustration of this species of 
pharisaism. The Girondins, representing 
the moderate and conservativ element of 
the French Republicans, were opposed to 
any profession of theocratic government, 
but another element insisted that ‘‘ God 
must be recognized.” This element was 
the Jacobins, with Robespierre as their 
leader, and they carried the day. As the 
champion of the almighty, Robespierre 


forced through a complimentary reference | 


t: the ‘‘supreme being,” declaring that 
the republic was inaugurated under his 
"auspices." This done, the Jacobins pro- 
ceeded to deeapitate the king and to set up 
the guillotin in the Place de la Revolution 
—all **under the auspices of the supreme 
being!"—S*, Louis Republic, 
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cents. 
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Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
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The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
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Resurreetion of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
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Woman, Chnreh, and State. By Matilda 
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The Chureh aod Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
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Woman: Four Centnries of Progress. 
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Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 


elegant binding, over «ne hundred por- 
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POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Papar, fin aenta: aloth. 7% nanta 


Wettstein’s : Repair : Department. 


BEREA, Onto. 
Orro WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Il.. Bro. Matertat- 
ist: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just three and a half 

days from the time it left this station. | 1 

è was put into A No. 1 shape aud is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 
I have o her work in your ine to bsdone you 

shall have it. A. E. SMITE. 


*s$»5 
etus 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. I have personally 
managed my repair department for 34 years and 
no watch is pomitted to leave my establishmen 
until in perfect order and closely regulated, 

PRICE LIST. 


Cleaning, $1; Springs, $t; jewels, $1; or thre 


$1 jobs at 82.50. 
All work warranted one year. Liberal dis- 


counts to agents. . 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JEBWBLPR. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


The Freethought Badge. 
he Ingersol! Souvenir Spoon. 


T 
DESIGHEROF ns Wettstein Watch. 


Send for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 
Mention Taz TRUTH SEEKEB. 


booklet wiit be sent to their address 
ten cents, sealed in & plain envelope, 


DNE mportant medical discovery—an Oute 
ward A pplication—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the Kind in existence—with evidences of suo- 
cess Address) ë DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 

Sav where you saw thisadvét Vineland, N. J. 


IF-I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBEEAL, ind i trust d ege pur of uo 1 
ili give me their patronage and not was eir 
time and money on Obristian dootors.—Dr. Fer 


‘| Little Dick: 


JYot for Parsons. 


Son: ‘‘ Father, why do they call preach- 
ers doctors of divinity?” Father (of the 
old school): ** Because so many preachers 
doctor divinity to suit their own ideas."— 
Puck. - i 

“Ross intimated he was very activ in 
church work, What’s his special line?” 
** He sends New Year's cards to the poor 
and gets up fasting club: among the desti- 


‘tute during Lent." — Puck. 


‘«Gapssy, the evangelist who went out 
West, was shot dead recently.” ‘‘ How 
did it happen?” ‘‘During a camp-meeting 


he turned suddenly on a cowboy, and 


asked if he was prepared to die." — Puck. 


Mamma (reprovingly, Sunday): ‘‘ You 
told me you were going t» play church.” 
“Yesm.” *'Tnen I'd like 
to know what all tnis loud laughing is 
about." **Oh, that’s Det and me. We're 
the choir.” 


Tuer pessimist: ‘‘Do you really think 
the world will ever be Christianized?” 
The optimist: ‘‘You bet I do. Aud at 
the rate the heathen are being wiped out 
by these machine guns nowadays 1t won't 
be long, either." 


“Yes, Grabbit is not only a hoarder and 
miser, but has the faculty of acquisition 
developed in him to an extraordinary de- 
gree. He wants everything he sees that 
he can get for nothing.” ** Why, I thought 
Grabbit was a Christian.” ‘‘ There, that 
just shows him. He is a Christian. The 
moment he heard salvation was free, he 
froze to it.” 


“Your crop seems to bo considerably 
in the grass," said a passer-by to a negro 
who sat on the fence. ‘* Yes, sah, General 
Green’s dun got it" ‘Did you over- 
plant yourself?” ‘‘No, sar; planted ‘bout 
nuff.” ** Why didn't you plow it?” **Wite 
tuk sick. She does the plowin’ fur dis 
place. “What does I do?’ I preaches, 
dat’s what I does. Ef providence comas 
along and makes de 'oman sick, I kain't 
help it. Ise been called, I has."—4r- 
kansas Traveler. 


Mrs. Dexter has often told har five- 
year-old daughter, Julie, that she was 
never alone, because God was always with 
her. One day Mrs. Dexter left Julie alone 
in the room while she went to the 
drawing-room to see a visitor. When she 
came back she said feelingly, :* Why, 
Julie, hav you been ail this time alone? 1 
thought nurse was coming in!" Julie: 
**Oh, i havn't been alone, mamma, be- 
eause you see, Dod was with me; but he's 
dretful poor company." — Brooklyn Life. 


Ture was a backward student at Baliol 
who, for failure to pass an examination in 
Greek, was ‘‘sent down.” His mother 
went to see the master, the late Dr. Jowett, 
and explained to him what an excellent 
lad hex son was. ‘‘Itis a hard experience 
for him, this disgrace," said the old lady; 
**but he will hav the consolation of relig- 
ion, and there is always one book to 
which he ean turn." Dr. Jowett eyed 
her for a moment, and then answered, 
** Yes, madam; the Greek grammar. Good 
morning.” 


Ware Miss Louis was instructing her 
infant clars last Sunday in the Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school she was interrupted 
by Master Pixley, who suddenly conceived 
an idea, and with great emphasis re- 
marked, 'God can see us, but we can't 
him. Heisright here, he is everywhere, 
he ean see right through iron."  Littie 
Gladys Uhi (one of the twins) with much 
expression, said, ‘‘ Yes, of course, if it’s 
got a hole in it." A smile went around 
the class, and a sudden digression fol- 
lowed.— Exchange. 


“Irs a great secret," said the canny 
Scot, ** but fll tell youin confidence. The 
folk [ saw, maistly yave three-penny bits. 
Weel, when | got the money every Sab- 
bath evening, I carefully picked oot the 
sma’ coins and put them by. Noo, as 
there's only a limited number of three- 
penny pieces in a little place like this, 
and as I hav maist o' them at present under 
lock and key, the folk maun giv sixpences, 
at least instead. Sae, that'sthe way tne cul- 
lections are doubled.”—Spare Moments, 


“I rent you, William," said a Columbia 
county sheriff to a farmer whom he was 
endeavoring to hav meet 8 cut-throat pote, 
‘you'll hav to hustle aud pay up, or we 
will put you ın limbo.” ‘The vld farmer, 
after his departure, was puzzled to know 
what limbo meant and sought the country 
squire. It was very dark for the justice, 
but after diligently searching P:uden’s 
** Digest" for half an hour, he exclaimed. 
“I’ve got it, Bill! Limbo means the out- 
skirts of hell." ‘‘Gee whiz!” snorted the 
old man, looking frightened to death. 
** Oan it be possible that a measly Colum- 
bia county deputy sheriff has the power to 
put a fellow in a place Jike that? 1 Buon 
T'd better settle up."— Wilkesharre Daily 
Newsdealer, 
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ZEKE IS AS A LOVELY SONG.. 


And, lo, thou art unto men as & very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and ean play well on an instru- 


ment: for they hear thy words, but they do them not. —Ezek. xxxiii, 32. 


Old ‘Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated. 


IT WILL 
MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. ( 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work of Noah. 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor. 
& Queer Family, 

Maac and His “Sister,” 

Qno of Twins, 


40 0 Pages. 2 0 0 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THË 
PARSON. 


Full-Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacriries. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not kxcei, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $$1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


CONTENTS: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilute’s Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by ‘he Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 


the Bod“; Matthew’s Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The : 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


The Origin of the Story; St. Pauls Account: St. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


A Late Breakfast 


is often caused by a late milkman. No 
cream for the coffee or oatmeal has de- 
layed many a morning meal. Keep asup- 
ply of Borden's Peerless Brand Evapor- 
ated Cream in the house and avoid such 
annoyances. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: J Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Oloth.81. | | 
Che Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. - 
Physical Edneation 3 or, The Heslth-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus. 
trated by H. Faber. Clot! Sr 
ress THE TRUTH SEEKER 


oe Tiafavatta nlana Now Vark, 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Toe TauT& 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


Jews of the Wook. 


A MEDIOAL monopoly bill is before the 
New Jersey legislature. 


SEVEBAL persons were killed in a labor 
riot in Denver on April 18th. 


Tre Great Northern railroad has been 
tied up by strikers for several days. 


Tue House of  Representativs 


has 
adopted a rule for counting a quorum, 


Nezson J. WATERBURY, one of the oldest 
and best-known New York lawyers, died 


April 22d. 


Six or seven Coxey armies, in different 
parts of the country, are now enroute to 
‘Washington. . 


Tux typhoid epidemic at Montclair, N. 


J., has extended to Bloomfield. It was in- 


itiated by bad milk.. 


OnannEss W. SwrrH, an eleven year old 
boy, died in Brooklyn last week from the 


effecta of vaccination. 


Henry S. Ivzs, the erstwhile ** Napoleon 
of Finance,” died of consumption at Ashe- 
ville, N. O., April 17. 


Mayor Horxrws of Chicago is trying to 
reform the police force of that city by dis- . 
charging captains and inspectors. 


The supreme court of Colorado sustains 
Governor Waite in his action removing 
members of the Denver police board, 


Morrison L. Swirt, of Boston, has 
issued a petition to Congress asking the. 
government to giv work to every one.’ 


Francs thinks that the betrothal of the 
Russian czarowitz to Princess Alice -of 
Hesse is a blow aimed by Germany at 
France. . ; 


Turre was a labor riot in Cleveland on 
April 20. It grew out of dissatisfaction 
with the very small pay received by street 
workmen. : 


AT East St. Louis a year's work, at $1.50 
per day, was offered to two hundred of 
General Frye's industrial army. The 
offer was refused. l 


GovERNoR Oarr of North Carolina hag 
appointed Ex-Governor Thomas H. Jarvis 
to succeed Z. B. Vance, deceased, in the 
United States Senate. 


Tax miner’s strike may bring about a 
clash in Alabama. The militia are under 
arms, a8 fears are entertained of attacks 
on the prison stockades. 


\ 
Prourrrion carried in Nova Scotia four 
to one. Manitoba voted nearly three to 
one in favor, and Ontario gave a majority 
of nearly 90,000. These votes are phe- 
nomenal and unexplainable. 


Tug Immigrant Bureau of New York 
finds itself unable to get laborers enough 
to meet all the demands made upon it. 
Recruits for Coxey's army of the unem- 
ployed are also being obtained in this city. 


GnaEECE has been visited with repeated 
and destructiv earthquakes. Thebes was 
almost entirely destroyed, as were many 
small villages. Athens was badly shaken. 
Churches fell in upon worshipers, In all, 
hundreds of lives hav been lost. 


Tne Supreme Court of South Carolina, 
by a majority decision of two to one, 
hands down the opinion that the Tillman 
dispensary law is unconstitutional. Gov- 
ernor Tillman has bowed to the authority 
Ei xi court and ordered the dispensaries 
elosed. i 


AsrouT 180,000 bituminous coal miners 
went out on strike at noon Saturday, April 
21st. More are expected to join the move- 
ment soon, and if the strike continues long 
the evil will be aggravated by the forced 
suspension of work by manufactories de- 
pondent upon the closed coal mines for 

uel. 


Tau Boston detachment of Ooxey’s 
“army” was mobbed on the Common last 
Sunday. The crowd of 30,000 people 
seemed to be heartily in unison with the 
**army's" leaders in their demands for 
state farms and workshopsand government 
ownership of about everything, but the 
army was scattered and its banners torn 
into shreds. It next gathered at Hyde 
Park and marched to Dedham, 


For a few days serious trouble was 
threatened at Omaha and Oouncil Bluffs. 
The Iowa-Chicago railroads refused to 
furnish trains for the free transportation 
of Kelly’s division of the Commonweal. 
‘Sarmy.” Between 6,000 and 8,000 men 
marched over from Omaha and seized A 
train in the Council Bluffs yards. This 
was manned and sent to Kelly at Weston, 
ten miles out. Kelly refused to accept the 
train, as it had been taken unlawfully. 
Tracks are torn up and few trains running. 
The ‘‘army,” about two thousand strong, 
is now marching across Iowa, being fed 
by the farmers, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol.21. No.18 {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) 


New York, Saturday, May 5, 1894. 


{as LAFAYETTE PL} $3.00 Per Year. 
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F OVERLOADING THE CON 


TITUTION. 


POPULAR EDITIONS 
OF 


Thomas Paine’s Works. |THE 


PLAIN 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.; 
6 copies for $1; cloth. 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40o.; olo., 750. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

Lite). By T.E. Remsborg. 
ortrait. Pap. ,; Clo., 750. - 

COMMON SENSE. (1776,) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am, 
Revolution Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS, 8vo. 800pp.; 
clo.. $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

IFE OF. By C. Blanchard. 
Pap ,40c.; clo., with portrait, 60c. 

LIFE OF. By M.D.Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Franoc, and England, 
and & Sketch by William Cobbett, 
The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $6. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 500. 

LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 

POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10e 

POLITICAL WORKS: ''Com- 
mon ,Bense," “ Crisis,” “ Rights of 


Man? $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
' Burke's Attack on the French Bev- 
olution. Pap.,40c ; clo., 750. 
TESTIMONIALS TO His MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100, 
THEOLOGICAL WORKS:‘< 

of Besson," “ Examination of the 
Prophecies,” etc., with Life of 


VINDICATION. Reply to N 
Ovserver. By B. G. Ingersoll. 
33 Lafayette Place, N 


CONWAY’S EDITION 
OF 


WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ** The Life of Thomas Paine,” ** Omitted Ohapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph," eto. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's ** Life of 
Paine. Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies bound in half leather, gilt 
top#, uniform with the limited editions of “The Writings of Washington,” ‘‘The 
Writings of Jefferson,” ete. Price, per volume, $4. 

_ For the general reader the is edition of Paine's works is sufficient, as it contains all of his 
writings upon which his fame su stantially rests. But for those who desireto go deeper into the 
subject of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly commend the “Life of Paine” by Mr. 
Conway, and this edition of Paine’s works edited by him Itis the fullest that we aro likely to have, 
and the student of history, and particularly the writer, should have it upon his shelves. 

The work will consist, of four volumes, and will be arranged chronologically. The cause of 
America, as Paine said, made him an author, and the first volume will cover the period of the 
‘American Revolution, beginning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with Paine’s anti- 
slavery essay, and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the Pennsylvant Magazine; 
these eing followed by the great revolutionary, political, and controversial pamphlets which made 
such a profound impression on the country. 

__ ‘Thesecond volume will consist mainty of the “ Rights of Man,” and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish politics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs. . . E 

The third and fourth volumes will consist mainly of Paine's religious writings, but wil] also 

contain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 


given Paine's poems. à 
for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 


The first volume is now read 
ar,or the volumes can be purchased sepa- 


whole set wil be taken and filled as the volumes ap 
ately. Address THE TRUTA 8E R CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The | Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION ; 
CPYTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With Ref to th st Slain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
"eriptures. including aesti Answered Afürmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 


Questions 
Bible. Also, Other Bible ferences of Importance. 
Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Price, 25 Cents. 
ion il Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayette Place, New York Oity — 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 
The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 


It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 
It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. f . ner f 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


. adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added glory of _ 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 


from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 


Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 
THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
.&nd Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. | Educatiou and Literature, Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoneraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon.  Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. ` 
Locke Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. ‘Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Vietor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Hose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. | Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. O wen. Shelley. Heine. ` | Mazzinni. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. | 
Comte. SF ae Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. | MatildaJoslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


‘in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

'The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent. Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

lt will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, | Dr. E B. Foote, Sr., Susan d. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, 


J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, — L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, © 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, .Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Sbaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens. James Parton, Lilltan Leland, 

Judge O. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about. 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survéy of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
' possible moment. 
The name of every Subscriber who sends ‘five dollars before the work is on the press 
"will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 
This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the publie, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. à; l 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generoug 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tug 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF IMS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. ; 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
ms HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old Testament 
Stories Gomically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
by post or express, — 


This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tum TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. os 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers- in any town. in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 
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and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

Í ' 88 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME. PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Terura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we wil send Tse jTrurnH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s. Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tux TaurH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tue Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It.is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. . 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Taur Szexer one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Tsurg Szexer one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock’ 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tur TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($8) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tae Terors SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). l 
- This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Libera] desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


The Kyle Sunday Bill. 
The contradictions, absurdities, puerilities, falla- 
cies, and tyrannies in the Kyle Sunday Bill are 
almost innumerable. Section one reads as follows, 
less the enacting clause : 


“ That no person or corporation or agent, servant, 
or employee of any person or corporation shall per- 
form or authorize to be performed any secular work, 
labor, or business to the disturbance of others, works of 
necessity and mercy and humanity excepted; nor shall any 
person engage in any play, game, or amusement or 
recreation to the disturbance of others on the first day of 
the week, commonly known as the Lord's day, or during 
any part thereof, in any territory, district, vessel, or 
place subject to the exelusiv jurisdiction of the United 


9 | States; nor shall it be lawful for any person or corpora- 


tion to receive pay for labor or service performed or 
rendered in violation of this section." 

Why should the citizen be denied the right to 
perform any * secular? work on Sunday, when he is, 
by the absence of any prohibition, granted the privi- 
lege of performing “sacred” work? Why should 
the preacher, the priest, the church organist, the 
choir singer, the church usher, be given special 
privileges? Is not this a discrimination by the 


‘law-making power in favor of certain classes and 


against other classes? Is not this a distinct recog- 
nition of religious agents as persons apart from and 
superior to all other laborers and men and women 
of business? By what principle of equal justice 
and under authority of what article or section of the 
Constitution does Senator Kyle presume to say that 
the railway conductor has less right to pursue his 
ordinary vocation on Sunday than the clergyman 
has to pursue his? 

But, we are told, no secular work is to be per- 
formed “to the disturbance of others.” Why not, 
then, trust to general laws, which are good enough to 
prevent such disturbance on the other days of the 
week? Is the Wednesday evening prayer meeting 
less “sacred” than the Sunday morning service? 
And why should people be protected from “ secu- 
lar" disturbers by & speciallaw for one day when 
they are not protected from “sacred " disturbers on 
the same day? 

Plays, games, and amusements must not be en- 
gaged in on Sunday “ to the disturbance of others.” 
The plain inference is that they may be engaged in 
on Monday or Friday, no matter how much they 
disturb thoge not engaged in them. But such dis- 
turbance is not allowed under the laws now in force. 
What is disturbance on one day is disturbance on 
all days. No law particularly for Sunday is needed. 
The truth is, Some people would be “ disturbed ” 
by a game of base ball or a Sunday concert ten or a 
thousand miles distant, if they knew either was to 
take place. Such people are the ones who inspire 
or draft these statutes against Sunday work and 
amusements. All that is needed to “ disturb ” these 
persons and set them to clamoring for special legis- 
lation to protect their nerves and opinions is to do 
something they do not approve, such, for instance, 
as riding on a train, or attending a performance at 
the theater. 


“Sec. 2. That no mails or mail matter shall here- 
after be transported in time of peace over any land 
postal route, nor shall any mail matter be collected, 
assorted, handled, or delivered during any part of 
the first day of the week: Provided, That whenever 
any letter shall relate to a work of necessity or mercy, 
or shall concern the health, life, or decease of any 
person, and the fact shall be plainly stated upon the 
face of the envelope containing the same, the postmaster- 
general shall provide for the transportation of such 
letter or letters in packages separate from other mail 
matter, and shall make regulations for the delivery 
thereof, the same having been received at its place of 
destination before the said first day of the week, during 
such limited portion of the day as shall best suit the 
public convenience and least interfere with the due ob- 


servance of the day as one of worship and rest: And pro- 


vided further, That when there shall hav been an inter- 


ruption in the due and regular transmission of the mails, 


it shall be lawful to so far examin the same when de- 
livered as to ascertain if there be such matter therein for 
lawful delivery on the first day of the week." 


The transportation and distribution of the mails 


is a government monopoly. The citizen is for- 


bidden to avail himself of any other means of trans- 


mitting letters, under penalty of paying to the 
government as a fine the full amount of postage if 
he sends a letter by any other agent, and this in 


addition to the private agent’s charges. ‘The conse- 
quence is that the people hav come to depend upon 
the postal department of the government to trans- 
port and distribute all their correspondence. They 
are at the mercy of any faction which may, by any 
means, be able to procure the adoption of such a 
statute as this proposed by Senator Kyle. Yet if 
the citizens had provided themselvs with other 
agencies for shipment of mails, Section 3 of this 


bill would, if adopted, render those agencies of no 


use, as that section forbids inter-state commerce on 
Sunday. So this bill amounts to a prohibition of 
inter-state transportation of mails on Sunday and 
of all distribution on that day, and is intended 


to be such. This is a flagrant.denial of citizen 


rights for which there is not the shadow of an ex- 
euse. No one is injured, nor need be injured, by 
the transportation and distribution of mails on 
Sunday. On the other hand, millions would be in- 
convenienced and injured were this bill to become 
law. Large numbers of people in thousands of 
cities, towns, and villages depend upon the Sunday 
morning opening of the post-offices for their reading 
on that day, which is their one period of leisure. 
Then they obtain their Sunday papers, and many 
weekly papers do not arrive before that time. 
There are also letters, magazines, and miscellaneous 
mail matter which they want to get at the earliest 
hour possible. They hav an undoubted right to 
this accommodation. They pay for it and no other 
class is justified in denying it to them. If post- 
masters and their clerks do not want to distribute 
on Sunday they are not compelled to do so; there 
are any number of people well qualified for the 
positions who will gladly do the work. The post- 
master is a servant of the people, and no one should 
accept an office whose duties he knows he cannot 
perform without violence to his conscience. The 
patrons of the office hav rights which must be re- 
spected, and if any man knows that he cannot re- 
spect those rights without stifling his own con- 
victions he has no business in the post-office. 
In the absence of monopoly and of laws forbidding 
Sunday commerce there would be no difficulty in 
giving all the people just the mail service they wish. 
Let it be distinctly wnderstood that no patron 
of the postoffice is obliged to take his mail out on 
Sunday. He can do just as he pleases in the mat- 
ter. And, furthermore, it is none of his business 
whether or not his neighbor follows his example. 
His neighbor’s affairs are his own. B's right to get 
his mail on Sunday is precisely the same as A’s right 
to let his lie in the office until Monday. Why is it 
necessary, after one hundred and seventeen years of 
political independence, to din these axiomatic prin- . 
ciples of equal freedom into the ears of American 
citizens and law-makers ? 
Will some one say that those who conscientiously 
object to the Sunday carrying of their mail hav 
rights which should be respected! Granted, but 
it is not in the least necessary to invade the rights of 


‘all others in order to respect the scruples of these 


people. Let a stamp be provided—as we under- 
stand is done by the Belgian postal department-- 
which, when affixed to a letter, is a notice to all 
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el 
officials and clerks that that letter is to be put into | called for by this preference. Labor is too well or- | night, rather than in the day time? Well, here are 
a package with others which bear the “ Sunday- | ganized to be successfully denied its weekly resting | hundred of thousands of “victims” of “soulless 
rest” stamp, and kept out of the mail-bags that | time, even noif law intervenes in its behalf. Buteven capital,” who work at night, no doubt to the injury 
carry the regular mail. The burden of respecting | if the latter statement were not trué, nothing more of many of them. Where is the minister, in the 
a man’s conscience should rest on himself. would be required than a statute making it obli- | Senate or out, who has proposed a law forbidding 

The first proviso in Section 2 offers a premium | gatory upon employers to giv their employees a rest | night-work, nullifying the Obligation of contracts 
for lying. When a man has a business or other | day each week, if the latter desire it, and leaving | for such work, and authorizing dishonest employerg 
communication which he desires expedited to its | the selection of the day to the two parties directly and professional informers to sue for the recovery ` 
destination he will be tempted to put a false state- | concerned. of wages paid for such work? Are there any who 
ment on its face so as to avail himself of the privi-| We hav said that, as a matter of convenience, the | cannot see through this talk about “rest”? All 
leges authorized by this proviso. How will the majority of the people would choose Sunday as the | Sunday laws are religious in origin and purpose. 
falsehood thus solicited aid morality? Note the | day of leisure. This would not be true, however, if oe 
difference in this respect between our suggestion | a minority did not work. Mere abstention from 
in the preceding paragraph and the proviso now | work is not all that makes Sunday or any other 
under consideration: The opportunity to affix the | holiday desirable to the people. Some want to 
«Sunday-rest" stamp to a letter would put no| attend church, but many more prefer other forms 
temptation to lie in the way of anyone. The use of recreation. Hundreds of thousands, yes, millions 
of the stamp could not be misunderstood, for all it | of city residents, want to go into the country and 
says is, “Do not transport this letter on Sunday.” | to and on the water. Libraries, reading-rooms, 
But this permission to write on an envelope, * John | art galleries, museums, theaters, and almost innu- 
is sick,” “We hav a baby," “ Mother is dead,” is a | merable other places hav their patrons on the rest- 
perpetual lure to trap people in the meshes of false-| day. This, of course, necessitates that large num- 
hood; itis a constant menace to truth, an offered| bers work. Restaurants, hotels, news-stands, boot- 
partnership with dishonesty. And people who boast | blacks, confectionery and cigar stores, flower stands, 
of their religious zeal are the ones who thus trifle | livery stables, street cars, railways, etc., etc., are 
with the candor and good faith which are the real | then all liberally patronized. This is no hard- 
bonds of social order! Shame to them and to the | ship to anyone. There are willing hands for every 
legislators who encourage them in their assaults | job of work there is. The majority of those who do 
alike on truth and liberty! not work on Sunday would find the day dreary 
indeed if it were not for the services of the Sunday 
workers. There is no more reason in the demand 
for this law than there would be in clamor for a law 
prohibiting work on the Fourth of July or Christ- 
mas. There is no statute forbidding and setting 
the seal of disgrace on work on those holidays, and 
yet labor is voluntarily suspended fora part of the 
day by the great majority, especially on the Fourth 
of July. But those who chose to labor can do so with- 
out subjecting themselvs to the danger of fine or 
imprisonment. The enjoyment of the many who 
do not work is greatly enhanced by the services of 
those who do. We repeat: There is no more need 
of a law making labor on Sunday a misdemeanor 
than there would. be for a law making it a misde- 
meanor on the Fourth of July or Decoration day. 
Why is there such a persistent endeavor to secure 
special legislation for Sunday while no one thinks 
of demanding similar laws for those secular holi- 
days? He who runs may read the reason. There 
is a large and influential class directly and pecuni- 
arily interested in retaining a monopoly of Sunday. 
This class is mortally afraid of free competition 
with the Sunday excursion train, the summer re- 
sort, the theater, the opera, the Sunday news- 
paper, and the contents of the Sunday mail sack. 
This tells the whole story. 
` So far as Sunday work on railways is concerned, 
which is the alleged evil at which the third section 
of this bill is aimed, there is no need whatever for 
this law. Business men, travelers, and patrons of 
the post-office demand Sunday transportation and 
there is no valid reason why they should not hav 
it. It is perfectly practicable to divide the men 
into relays, each relay working six days and resting 
one day. By alternating the seven relays so as to 
change the rest day of all each week, if the men de- 
sired it, those who one week rested on Sunday 
would the next week rest on Monday, and so on to 
the end of the list. And more than this: There 
might be a few among the men of each division 
whose conscientious scruples would lead them to 
desire to always lay off on Sunday instead of on one 
of the other days. Arrangements to this end could 
easily be made by the trainmen themselvs, with the 
no doubt readily obtained concurrence of the com- 
panies. By this common sense plan a much larger 
number of men would secure employment than 
could do so if all inter-state Sunday commerce 
were stopped, and neither the mails, business, nor 
travel would be interfered with, while the priceless 
principle of equal liberty would be respected and 
the happiness of all the people augmented. 

The advocates of Sunday laws say that they want 
to secure “rest” for the “victims” of “soulless 
capital.” They say that nature indicates that man 
should rest one day in seven. But suppose the 
days are several months long, as in some latitudes! 
And does not nature say that man should rest at 


‘Sec. 4. That all military and naval drills, musters, 
and parades, not in time of activ service or immediate 
preparation therefor, of soldiers, sailors, marines, or 
cadets of the United States on the first day of the week, 
except assemblies for the due and orderly observance of 
religious worship, are heréby prohibited, nor shall any 
unnecessary labor be performed or permitted in the 
military or naval service of the "United States on the 
Lord's day." 

This section is without excuse, like all that pre- 
cede and follow it. There is no reason whatever for 
the interference of Congress. Garrison command- 
ers are no doubt as well qualified, to say the least, 
to determin what days they will parade and drill 
their men as is a civilian member of Congress. Not 
even a religious person will contend that this part 
of the bill was not drafted solely to glorify a cer- 
tain theological opinion. No one is so dull as 
to believe that the soldiers are so hard worked in 
time of peace as to need all of Sunday for “rest.” 
Should this section be adopted its passage would 
be an act of religious legislation, avowedly and 
shamelessly such. : 


“Sec. 3. That the prosecution of commerce between 
the states and with the Indian tribes, the same not being 
work of necessity, mercy, or humanity, by the trans- 
portation of persons or property by land or water in such 
way 88 to interfere with or disturb the people in the 
enjoyment of the first day of the week, or any portion 
thereof, asa day of rest from labor, the same not being 
labor of necessity, mercy, or humanity, or its observance 
as a day of religious worship, is hereby prohibited, and 
any person or corporation, or the agent, servant, or em- 
ployee of any person or corporation who shall wilfully 
violate this section shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than ten nor more than one thousand dollars, and no 
service performed in the prosecution of such prohibited 
commerce shall be lawful, nor shall any compensation be 
recoverable or paid for the same.” 

In the above, as in Section 2, the safeguarding of 
Sunday as a day of worship is frankly stated to be 
one of the objects of this contemplated legislation. 
Congress, under the Constitution, has nothing 
whatever to do with worship beyond the protection 
of all in their right of free choice of worship or 
non-worship. It is no part of its duty to provide 
them with a day of worship, with a minister or 
priest, or with a church building. All this they 
must do for themselvs. Should it be objected that 
their poverty compels some to work on Sunday, 
when they would prefer to attend religious ser- 
vices, it is answered that their poverty may likewise 
prevent them possessing a place of worship. If the 
government is bound to provide them with a day 
for worship, it is, by a parity of reasoning, bound 
io provide them with a place of worship. But is 
the author of the Kyle bill prepared to accept the 
logic of this plea of the Sunday observance advo- 
cates? Suppose that some of these poor laborers 
want Sunday, not for purposes of worship, but for 
purposes of recreation and amusement—what then ? 
Are they to be protected in such use of the day? 
Not at all in any territory or the District of Colum- 
bia. Section 1 provides against plays, games, or 
amusements on Sunday. To be sure, they are in- 
terdicted only if they disturb non-participanis, 
but, as already pointed out, no special Sunday law 
is needed for such a purpose, and we well know how 
prejudieed judges and juries interpret * disturb- 
ance ” in Sunday statutes. 

By this time it should be perfectly clear to alj 
who can reason and who see the social and indus. 
trial worlds as they really are that the claim that 
special Sunday observance laws are needed to giv 
the workman a day each week for rest is the veriest 
nonsense. Such, also, are all arguments in support 
of the proposition that a considerable amount of 
Sunday work is not a necessity in this or any im- 
mediately proximate stage of civilization. Of course 
no one questions the fact that a large majority of 
the working people, as well as those not technically 
such, prefer to take their day off on Sunday, chiefly 
as a matter of convenience. But no Sunday law is 


** Sec. 5. That it shall be unlawful to pay or to receive 
payment or wages in any manner for service rendered or ` 
for labor performed or for the transportation of persons 
or property in violation of the provisions of this act, nor 
shall any action lie for the recovery thereof, and when so 
paid, whether in advance or otherwise, the same may be 
recovered back by whoever shall first sue for the same.” 

Nothing could be more difficult than to criticise 
this section in temperate, judicial language. It is 
infamous from first to last. It strikes down the 
fandamental right of contract, and furnishes em- 
ployment for an army of scoundrels. What do legis- 
lators think they hav the power to do? Do they 
imagin that they can make sensible men and women 
believe that acts which invade the rights of no one 
are criminal? Can not they see that every time 
they attempt to do anything of the kind they 
weaken the sense of obedience to law, and thus in- 
evitably help bring the most wholesome laws into 
contempt? Do they not know that they hav no 
right nor authority to do collectively what they hav 
not the right and authority to do as individuals? 
Which one of them would hav the hardihood to say 
that he, as an individual, could rightfully fine a man 
for plowing in his own field, or another for opening 
the doors of his opera-house on Sunday? Righis 
not possessed by the units cannot be delegated to the 
agents of the units. Men hav identically the same 
right to work on Sunday that they hav to work on 
other days, and all contracts made in furtherance of 
the exercise of that right are valid in equity. Any 
law which destroys the obligation of such contracts 
is infamous and criminal. Such laws are the nurs- 
ing mothers of dishonesty, and are mischievous: in 
every conceivable way. They make illegal that 
which is not inequitable, and therefore they are 
clearly against public policy, as they are violativ of 
individual rights. 

O, an honest, industrious, kindly man, makes a 
contract to work for D a certain length of time, in- 
cluding a given number of Sundays. He fulfils 
his part of the contract. His employer is satisfied 
with his labor and he is satisfied with his wages. 

eis paid. Now comes an idle, dissolute spy and 
sues C for his earnings. He wins his suit, for the 
laborer’s pay ‘‘ may be recovered by whoever shall 
first sue for the same.” — O's family needs every cent 
he can earn and here he is robbed in the august 
name of law, subjected to contumely, and compelled 
to pay for the services of those who assist in steal- 
ing from him his labor fruits. Is it possible to 
conceive of a meaner crime? But this is not all: 
The law, as proposed by Senator Kyle, would allow 
the employer to sue for the recovery of the wages 
he had, by a purely voluntary act, paid to the work- 
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man. This section seems to hav been ingeniously 
contrived to pander to the most despicable traits of 
human nature. Representativs and Senators, you 
owe it to your self-respect, if to nothing else, to kill 
Section 5—to kill the whole bill. 


— 


‘Seo, 6. That labor or service performed and rendered 
on the first day of the week in consequence of accident, 
disaster, or unavoidable delays in making the regulur 
connections upon postal routes and routes of travel and 
transportation, the preservation of perishable and exposed 
property, and the regular and necessary transporta- 
. tion and delivery of articles of food in condition for 
heslthy use, and such transportation for short distances 
from one state, district, or territory into another state, 
district, or territory as by local laws shall be declared to 
be necessary for the public good, shall not be deemed 
violations of this act, but the same shall be construed, so 
far as possible, to secure to the whole people rest from 
toil during the first day of the week, their mental and 
moral culture, and the religious observance of the Sab- 
bath day.” j 

Imagin, if you can, the conflict between local, 
state, and national authority, the litigation, the ex- 
pense, the animosities, jealousies, and hatreds 
which must be inseparable from any attempt to en- 
force the provisions of this bill, should it become 
law. See what latitude is given the courts! Each 
judge would inevitably inject into his decisions a 
large measure of his private opinions. It could 
not be otherwise. He is set the herculean task of 
securing to the people “rest,” “mental and moral 
culture,” and “the religious observance of the Sab- 
bath day” (Sunday). What might be rest for one 
class would certainly be virtual imprisonment for 
another and very much larger class. And so on to 
the end of the chapter. » 

All this denial of liberty, all this corruption, all 
this spying, all this interruption to the orderly 
processes of social life, and all this suffering, is for 
what? Simply and solely to compel all the people 
to do reverence to a day which & faction of the peo- 
ple say is sacred! That is, it is legislation in the 
interest of a religious dogma, legislation unconstitu- 
tional and subversiv of equal. religious freedom. 
Kill both the Kyle-Johnson bill and Gallinger-Morse 
District of Columbia bill. 


Our Official Christians. 


« Hannele ” is a play translated from the German 
of Gerhardt Hauptman. It has never been pro- 
duced in English, but was announced for a four 
weeks’ run at the Fifth Avenue Theater. It 
has been presented at the Imperial Theater of Ber- 
lin and the Imperial Theater of Vienne. But those 
cities are in effete monarchies, where the officials are 
not so anxious for the safety of the Christian relig- 
ion as are our own gentlemen of that ilk. But we 
anticipate. i 

Alice M. Pierce was cast for the title rôle. As 
she is only fifteen years of age, the theater managers 
had to apply to Mayor Gilroy for a license. The 
application was sent to the Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Children, as required by law. 
The president of this Society, Elbridge T. Gerry 
sent to the mayor a long letter in protest against 
the appearance of Miss Pierce in the play. The 
pious old gentleman appeared to think that he was 
empowered to decide as to the “piety” or “im- 
piety ” of the piece, and it is now generally known 
that Protestanta regard any theatrical presentation 
of so-called “religious truths” as blasphemous, espe- 
cially if they hav immediately to do with the 
Jesus legend. Mr. Gerry objected to the play 
“upon the ground of the impious character of the 
performance.” After describing the first part of the 
play, this official Christian continues: 

‘Then (and this is the most impious part of the whole 
piece) a personage, who is none other than our blessed 
Lord, but who is described in the manuscripts as a 
‘Stranger,’ appears on the scene, with the auxiliaries of 
unnatural light, ete., and in his own words from holy 
writ performs a miracle and resurrects the child, pre- 
sumptivly dead, from the coffin. The play begins with 
the name of our blessed Lord, as the initial word of a 
well-known hymn, and finishes with his personal ap- 
pearance, 

‘This revolting and horrible travesty of a resurrection, 
as a theatrical exhibition in a public theater, is not only 
perfectly shocking and at variance with public decency, 
but is well calculated, in the hind of a nervous child, to 
greate a mental impression of a lasting and most injurions 


character, to say nothing of the awful blasphemy in 
which she is thus compelled to take part. Not only is 
such a performance one which should be suppressed by 
law in all its details, but so far as the child is concerned, 
if she were allowed to take part in it, all persons in any 
wise assisting or prompting her so to do would be liable 
to arrest under Section 289 of the Penal Code." 

It is to be understood that all Mr. Gerry can do 
by law is to forbid the appearance of Miss Pierce; 
he cannot prohibit the performance of the play. 
But, as the reader will see, he wants the piece sup- 
pressed and, of course, he would suppress it if he 
had the power. And this because it is impious! 
And how impious? Why, it represents the per- 
formance of a miracle by the “ savior,” the “savior” 
upon the miraculous character of whose acts de- 
pends the entire system of Christianity which Mr. 
Gerry is so eager to defend against the attacks of 
the paynim! Is it not rich? “ Our blessed Lord” 
must be supersensitiv if Mr. Gerry is his truthful 
interpreter. 

Mayor Gilroy had before him Gerry, Rosenfield 
Brothers—the proprietors of the Fifth Avenue 
Theater—Miss Pierce and her mother, Mr. Unter- 
myer—Rosenfields’ attorney—and Miss Maud Banks, 
who has a part in the play. After a lengthy hear- 
ing he decided that Miss Pierce could not be per- 
mitted to appear. He delivered himself of this 
piece of wisdom: 


day law. Is it not time Free Sunday leagues were 
formed ? 


The London Freethinker, as well as some Ameri- 
can Freethinkers, has been misled by the name; the 
Reder ptorist priest, A. Lambert, who recently 
abandoned the Catholic for the Protestant church, 
is not the priest, L. A. Lambert, who wrote “ Notes 
on Ingersoll.” 


The National Secular Society and R. O. Smith, 
lessee of the London Hall of Science, in 1879, hav 
joined in an action for damages against the printer 
and publisher of an atrociously libelous pamphlet 
containing the report of remarks made by one 
Walton Powell in a debate with Greeves Fisher. 
Christian falsifiers are not dallying in primrose 
paths in England just now. 


Representativ M. N. Johnson of North Dakota 
has introduced, “by request,” the Kyle national 
Sunday rest bill. It was referred to the Committee 
on Education. That committee consists of these 
members: B. A. Enloe, Tennesse (chairman); B. F. 
Grady, North Carolina; A. J. Pearson, Ohio; J. L. 
McLaurin, South Carolina; Marshall Arnold, Mis- 
souri; J. S. Williams, Mississippi; J. F. Stallings, 
Alabama; J. M. Wever, New York; H. F. Thomas, 
Michigan; H. O. Van Vooris, Ohio; .G. W. Murray 


“I hav no objection to plays that inculcate religious | South Carolina; S. W. McCall, Massachusetts. 


truths, but I feel constrained to deny this application. 
The teacher, called sometimes ‘The Stranger,’ seems to 
me to be intended for Ohrist. To take part in this pro- 
duction would destroy this child’s reverence, if she has 
any. I cannot believe that this character is intended for 
any other than that of Christ. I think that at this point 
the line should be drawn, and there it shall be, so far as 
I am able.” i 

Oh, dear, what would become of us all if we did 
not hav the Gerrys and Gilroys to preserve our 
* reverence ” from the felonicus assaults of Chris- 
tian dramatists! Possibly they hav saved Miss 
Pierce’s reverence for Jesus, but they certainly hav: 
rendered it impossible for her to entertain even 
respect for themselvs, and for the burlesque on 
law which they enforce. By the way, that young 
lady’s reverence must hav been badly damaged 
during the three months that she has been taking 
part in the rehearsals of.“ Hannele.” 

Mr. Theodore Rosenfield said that “there is 
nothing so strong against cruelty to children as 
this play. It is the strongest argument against 
cruelty to them that was ever written, and it is 
cruelty to them to forbid its production.” Mr. 
Rosenfield is very likely accurate in both his state- 
ments, but he evidently did not know Gerry or he 
would not hav urged those facts in support of his 
request that Miss Pierce be permitted to appear at 
his theater. Arguments against cruelty to children 
are the last things which such professional pro- 
tectors of children want to hear. When Miss 
Pierce found that she could not take part in 
« Hannele,” she had a “ paroxysm of weeping.” She 
has had very little to do for a year, and stood in 
great need of the money she could earn with the 
Rosenfields, but Gerry is naturally indifferent to 
such trifles. His business is to save “our blessed 
Lord” from the Satanic machinations of his fellow 
Christians of the stage. The children can starve 
or do worse, for all he cares. 


The days of grace are now very few. Those who 
wish to get their names into “ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought” should let us know at once. 
Names and $5’s are coming in quite encourag- 
ingly, but there are some pledged ones still 
without the gates, and a large number of others 
who, we surmise, intend to come,in at the eleventh 
hour. Well, that hour has struck. Do not forget 
that $6.50 secures Taz Trura SEEKER for one year 
and a copy of Mr. Putnam’s book, which contains 
more than eight hundred and fifty pages of reading 
matter, one hundred and fifty portraits, and the 
names of all who hav paid in advance for the book. 
‘A man ia known by the company he keeps,” and 
no better than this could be found. 


Dr. Foote always puts his hand into his pocket— 
and takes it out with something in it—when a good 
cause needs assistance. His letter on page 282 tells 
what he thinks of our “Church Property” pam- 
phlet and of the work that should be done at 
Albany in May. His good opinion amounts to $5 
in the first play. Next there dropped into our den 
that hearty and generous “wayfarer of the seas,” 
Captain Silas Latham, and laid upon the desk 
two bright, clean ten dollar bills as his contribution 
to the work. Others who helped along are A. Mo- 
Ginness, $5 ; E. Auffurth, 50 cents: Aug. Behrens, 
$5; Mrs. E. Beveridge, 50 cents; Fred. Koezly, $2 ; 
James L. Parshall, $5; C. B. Rouss, $5; C. S. 
Weeks, 50 cents. Who next for “Justice in taxa- 
tion ”? 


Among the “Letters from Friends” this week 
will be found a communication from D. Webster 
Groh, in which he suggests that a Freethought 
« Letter-writing Corps” would be a good thing. 
We are certain that it would. And the very much 
alive and eminently practical Liberals who subscribe 
for this paper will be of the same opinion, we are sure. 
Mr. Groh has so fully explained the work proposed 
that we hav no need to enlarge upon it here. What 
is required is a target. There are plenty. Let the 
first volley of intellectual missils be fired at the 
Senate Committee on Education and Labor, which 
has in charge the Gallinger-Morse Sunday bill for the 
District of Columbia and the Kyle-Johnson National 
Sunday Rest bill. The names of the members of 
this committee will be found on page 259 of Tux 
Truru Szrxzn,issue of April 28th. Address, giving 
name, Senate Chamber, Washington, D. C. Select 
your man or write to all, just as you feel disposed. 
Write brief, terse, and, of course, courteous letters. 
Those not having Tur Truru Seexer of April 28th may 
write to Senator James Z. George. All together, 
and let us put in our protests against Sunday legis- 
lation. Here'sto the “Freethought Letter-writing 
Corps”! 


See the list on page 285 of agents for Tume TaurH 
Sxzxza and our other publications. We are always 
ready to add thereto the names of good, activ, 
efficient men and women. 


Mr. Charles Watts writes us that he is going to 
make a fight for a seat on the London School Board, 
and he hopes to win. That would be tiresome for 
some of the ministers in that body, and would 
hasten the coming of secular education. Success to 
him. 


* Judge Otis, of San Bernardino, Oslitornia, has 
affirmed the constitutionality of the Sabbath-closing ordi- 
nance, in a test case brought before the court.”—Chris- 
tian Statesman. 

Of course, they all do it. Not a judge that does 
not seem to be in mortal fear of the church. ‘An 
independent judiciary!” Fudge! And this decis- 
jon is rendered in California, a state without a Sun- 
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Some Protestant Associations. 


The American Protestant is the name of a 
weekly paper published in Boston. Itis devoted to 
the interests of various societies which are composed 
exclusivly of Protestants. In its issue of April 14tb, 
it givs the names of the chief officers of these organ- 
izations, with statements of their principles and 
aims. These bodies are: “American Protectiv 
Association,” “American Protestant Association,” 
« Junior Order United American Mechanics,” ** The 
National League for the Protection of American 
Institutions,” “Loyal Orange Institution’ of the 
United States of America,’ “Patriotic Order Sons 
of America,” “ American Orange Knights.” It will 
be observed that there are two “A. P. A.’s.” 

Of course, all these organizations are aggress- 
ivly anti-Catholic. They are divisions of the same 
army. The purpose that animates one animates all. 
The journals that are friendly to one are friendly to 
all. They are all ostensibly pledged to defend “ civil 
and religious liberty." Each claims to be “non-sec- 
tarian and non-partisan.” And each declares that it 
wishes to maintain our public school system free 
from all taint of “sectarian " teaching. 

The significant fact that a society which is avowedly 
organized to oppose a particular church yet calls 
itself a “non-sectarian” body, should make us very 
inquisitiv regarding the meaning which it attaches 
to “non-sectarian.” We hav heretofore shown that 
with these people, as with the National Reform Asso- 
ciation and the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union, “non-sectarian” is simply a synonym for 
“ Protestant." By non-sectarian publie schools is 
only meant schools supported by public taxation and 
burdened with Bible teaching. The evidence in sup- 
port of these statements is absolutely overwhelming. 
Some of this evidence we hav already laid before 
our readers, and more will be found below. We 
repeat, the general assertions of these Protestants 
are unreliable, are confusing and misleading. Take, 
for illustration, this plank of the platform of the 
Junior order of United American Mechanics: 

** We guarantee to every man the liberty of worshiping 
God according to the dictates of his own conscience, and 
would giv every assistance to protect all in the exercise of 
this liberty, but we object most strenuously to the inter- 


ference of any church, no matter under what name it 
may exist, in the temporal affairs of this country.” 

If this were an honest demand for equal religious 
liberty, “ but we object" would be“ and we object,” 
and the two immediately succeeding planks would 
not be in the platform. Here are those planks: 

** We believe that the Bible should be read in our pub- 
lic schools, not to teach sectarianism, but to inculcate its 
teachings. It is the recognized standard of all moral and 
civil law; we therefore believe that our children should 
be educated in its teachings, but that no dogma or creed 
should be taught at the same time. 

** We believe that patriotism and love of country should 
be instilled into the hearts of children, and that with the 
sacred words of ‘ Mother, Home, and Heaven,’ our chil- 
dren should be taught that our flag is the symbol of all 
that makes a ‘home’ for us. We should place a flag upon 
every public school in our land, and a Bible within, and 
the object lesson therein set forth should be a beacon 
light in every storm that threatens to engulf us.” 

Is there any Freethinker anywhere who is in 
doubt what these principles mean, and what their 
application would imply and produce? 

It will be observed that a lame attempt is made 
to make it appear that the Bible can be read in the 
public schools without inculcating dogma or creed. 
This is self-evidently untrue. .The teacher, left to 
himself or herself, will read such portions as he or 
she deems best, which will be those parts that giv, 
or seem to giv, support to the views held by the 
teacher. So we hav dogma at once and inevitably, 
But if the school board, or some other authority 
outside of the school room, prescribes the course 
of Bible reading, we hav merely transferred the 
dogma-creating or selecting power from the in- 
structor to the officer or legislator. And more than 
this: Putting the Bible into the schools in itself 
makes these schools sectarian within the proper 
meaning of the word, no matter what portion of the 
Scriptures is read, for the work is a sectarian text- 
book, and that is why the Protestants want it in the 
common schools. 

Beware of the “non-sectarian” Christian “ re- 
former " and politician. 


‘tained that its own concurrence, through the presence 


.in the presence of a priest and two or three witnesses 
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readers from the occasional “duns” we are com. 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper withou 
fear of financial embarrassments. 
To reward those who will do a litile for ug in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 


Ecclesiastical and Civil Marriage. 

Some weeks since we referred incidentally to the 
generally known fact that the Catholie chureh holds 
that marriages not solemnized by ecclesiasties are 
adulterous, and the offspring of such unions ille- 
gitimate. A correspondent wishes to know our 
authority for the statement. We had supposed 
that the position of the church named was under- 
stood by all. Inasmuch as the Roman Catholic 
church decrees that the services of the priest are 
essential in the performance of the marriage cere- 
mony, there can be no escape from the conclusion 
that unions not so solemnized are invalid and their 
issue illegitimate. Johnson's Cyclopedia says: 

** After the papal supremacy was established the church 
of Rome asserted that marriage was purely a religious 
act, and was, therefore, within its exclusiv jurisdiction. 
An elaborate code of rules for its regulation was incorpo- 
rated into the canon law; and since the canon law was 
generally accepted and followed, prior to the Reforma- 
tion, throughout Christendom, these rules were recog- 
nized in all Christian countries as the foundation of 
the local legislation and as the guides for the local tribu- 
nals. In asserting its exclusiv contro] the church main- 


And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two splendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or. W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one o 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 


and blessing of a priest, was essential to the validity of 
any marriage. This decree was formally announced by 
a decree of the Council of Trent (November, 1563), which 
declared that after that date all marriages not contracted 


should be void.” 

The “Cyclopedia” adds that this position was 
“vehemently maintained by the Roman church,” 
and, referring to the present civil marriage laws of 
France, Italy, Austria, and Germany, says: “ This 
legislation has been the cause of bitter controversies 
between the governments of those countries and 
the Papal See.” l 

Rev. Dr. Farrell, of Cleveland, Ohio, in a sermon 
recently delivered in St. John’s Cathedral, in that 
city, stated the Catholic doctrin in these words, as 
reported in the Cleveland Evening Post: 

“We hav rejected, my dear brethren, the usurped 


authority of the state over matrimony. We hay seen 


that the secular power has neither the right to bind nor 
loose ; neither the right to declare a marriage valid nor 
to loosen the divinely-appointed bond.” 


Mr. Franklin Steiner relates an anecdote which 


shows that the Catholic laity understand well the 
position of their church in this matter. 
Nugent, a distinguished lawyer of Des Moines, 
Iowa, was one day asked what he, a member of the 
church and with a brother in the priesthood, would 
do if he were asked to procure a divorce. He 
answered: “If the parties were Catholics I would 


not take the case, but if they were Protestants I 


would take it, and on the ground that they were 
never married.” By “Protestants” he meant, of 
course, all whose unions had not received the 
priestly blessing. 


Wanted—More Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Tue Trurn Szexer. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God make 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift-up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve tlie 


Judge 


will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of * Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 


We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers ard single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the - 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taz TruTH Sxexer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. l 


Victor Hugo was on his death-bed when the time 
came to ship Bartholdi’s Statue of Liberty to the 
United States. It was desired that he should write 
a sentiment in the little book that was to accom- 
pany the statue. With weak and uncertain fingers . 
he wrote: “The statue is nothing, but the idea it 
embodies is everything." He fell back upon the 
pillow, and it was thought he was dead, but he 
raised himself, took up the pen once more, and 
added: “For liberty is woman, and woman is lib- 
erty.” They were the last words he wrote. There 
is a wealth of wisdom in both sentences, but the 
last expresses a hope rather than states a fact. Lib- 
erty will be only a dream so long as woman remains 
the slave of superstition. ` l 


‘The first chapter of Genesis never made an Infidel, 
and no explanation of it can remove Infidelity."—Z. G. 
Wilson. 

But the first chapter of Genesis has undoubtedly 
helped to make many Infidels, for men hav compared 
its statements with the records of the rocks and the 
stars and they hav found that they would not har- 
monize. "Therefore the story of creation was seen 
to be inadequate as an explanation of the origin of 
man and it was relegated to the limbo of legends. 
It is true, however, that no explanation of Genesis 
can remove infidelity, and for the reason that all 
attempted explanations which seek to reconcile it 
with the revelations of science and the demands of 
reason are strained, far-fetched, contradictory, and 
absurd. President Wilson is supported by Dr. 
Morehouse, bishop of Manchester,. England, who 
says that “science and criticism hav done their 
work, and the result has been not to increase 
skepticism, but to rationalize and deepen faith.” 
There is just one answer to this—it is not true. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 5, 1894. 


2790 


.. Observations. 


If there be any person who holds that the age of 
miracle is past, I beg leave to respectfully call him 
down. I find in the Catholic Review an account of 
a young man named Smith, who, having donned the 
«oord of St. Joseph,” was enabled to fall from the 
fifth to the ground floor of a building in this city, 
by way of an elevator shaft, without sustaining 
serious injury. The Review asserts the miraculous 
character of the event, and says it is *elear to all 
Catholics that the miracle must be ascribed to St. 
Joseph.” The circumstance is of local interest for 
the reason that the efficient cord was obtained at 
Father Drumgoole’s establishment, a few doors from 
Tur Truru Serxer office. ; 

I get a second instance of miraculous interven- 
tion in natural processes from the Christian In- 
structor, as follows : P d 

At the very time that the House Committee reached its 
conclusion [tabling the God-in-the-Constitution amend- 
ment] the unusually mild weather of March suddenly 
changed, and blighting frost fell upon almost every part 
of the country, North and South. Reports from Chau- 
tauqua county, N. Y., stated that the frost had destroyed 
all hope of a grape crop there this year. Over $6,000,000 
of capital is said to be invested in that county alone in 
this industry. From North and South Carolina, from 
Delaware, and, indeed, from almost every part of the 
South, came reports of widespread disaster to fruits and 
vegetables. . 

It is not for me to comment on the complicity of 
the Almighty in these felonies, or I might say that 
the action of the House Committee which brought 
calamity to the wine industry of Chautauqua 
county might hav compensatory joys for the Pro- 
hibitionists. I might also warn the Christian In- 
structor against too implicit confidence in the 
prophecies of the fruit men, who hav been known 
thus early in the season to predict a short crop in 
order to stimulate prices. But all this might tend 
to weaken the lesson of the event, namely, that 
there is a * connection between the decision to re- 
fuse to acknowledge the supreme authority and just 
government of God in the nation’s fundamental 
law, and these judgments of God poured out in the 
destruction of the fruits of the nation’s fields.” And 
for the same reason I forbear to note the lack of 
harmony between the theory of God’s just govern- 

‘ment and the fact that the destruction aforesaid has 
been poured out on the property of persons in no- 
wise responsible for the action of the committee. 

I now pass to the third miraculous event, which is: 

Hopervinin, KY., March 19.—Hugh Warren, a farmer 
residing near Deyarn, became convinced that Snsan 
Kelly had bewitched his cattle. He procured a silver 
ballet, and, making a picture of Mrs. Kelly, shot it in the 
head. Within a minute of that time Mrs. Kelly, who was 
Sitting by her fire, rose to her feet, complained of a sud- 
den peculiar pain in her head, and fell dead. 

Having accepted the two. preceding accounts as 
true, the reader will experience no difficulty in 
getting away with the last one, which is quite as im- 
portant, since it contains an example of the primi- 
tiv superstition upon which, according to Professor 
Huxley, the others are based. Indeed, I may hav 
erred in not placing it first, in order that the series 
might come under the very appropriate heading of 
“De Yarn.” 


They kav in Faris, France, an individual who 

combines in his person the variously detestable 
attributes of Anthony Comstock, the Rev. Dr. Park- 
hurst, and the Hon. W. C. P. Breckinridge. Of the 
name of M. Dide, a press dispatch thus describes 
him: 
He is the president of the Association for the Suppres- 
sion of Immorality in the Streets of Paris. He is seized 
with speechless horror when he beholds one of the ex- 
quisit studies of the nude, and his piety was the admir- 
tion of all beholders. 

The same sort of hypocrit, evidently, that flour- 
ishes on American soil. Under promis of marriage, 
this Parisian Breckinridge maintained connubial 
relations with a young woman, whom he discarded 
in order to marry another. The girl has just com- 
mitted suicide. Sometime, I suppose, the world 
will learn that the blatant moral censor is bound 
sooner or later to embrace the vices which he grows 
familiar with in his professed endeavor to suppress 
them. But who ever knew one of these wretches 
to part with his religion? 


The popularity of the current agitation for the 
right of women to vote must be very gratifying to 
the veterans of the cause, but the support it is ob- 
taining from the Protestant clergy is a trifle suspi- 
cious. Hav these sapient persons dropped to the 
fact that the women members of their churches are 
largely nativ born, while many of those of the 
Catholic church, old enough to vote, are unnatural- 
ized foreigners ; and that therefore female suffrage 
would giv the Protestant clergy a protuberant 
bulge? There was a famous victory in Massachu- 
setts a few years ago, when Priscilla captured 
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Boston and vindicated against the Catholic priests 
the teaching of Protestant history in the schools. 
Between the date of Biddy’s declaration of her 
“ intintions " and the day when she could vote, that 
victory might be repeated many times elsewhere. 
All of which the A. P. A. should make a note of. 


, Before the Daughters of the Revolution in this 
citya few days ago ex-Mayor Hewitt delivered an 
address on “ Liberty," which he defined as “the 
right of every human being to do what he chooses 
to do under the law." That is admirable, because, 
as the reader will observe, it makes provision for 
denying exactly what it professes to grant. The 
rule, as applied in Kentucky, givs to C. C. Moore 
the right of a free press and sends him to jail for 
exercising it. It did the same for Bennett in New 
York, Harman in Kansas, and Heywood in Massa- 
chusetis. In Tennessee it grants religious freedom 
to the Adventists, and imprisons them for Sunday 
labor; and a practice identical obtains in other 
states. Under the same head, Freethinkers may 
object to being taxed for the support of the 
churches, and be sold out by the sheriff. In fact, 
liberty as defined by ex-Mayor Hewitt means only 
the liberty of the majority to limit the freedom of 
the minority. If he had said only that liberty 
meant “the freedom of every human being to do 
what he chooses to do” be might hav been mis- 
understood, for which he could not hav been held 
responsible, but he would not hav been inaccurate, 


‘for which he is seriously to be condemned. 


I am asked whether Mr. E. O. Roscoe, the 
Prophet of Gowanus, with whom I hav been con- 
ducting a more or less desultory discussion on the 
subject of finance, is a real personage, or a creation 
of my own wayward fancy, conceived to misrepre- 
sent the gold-bugs. Such a suspicion seriously 
questions my sincerity, and I am willing to rest the 
whole case on the identity of the Prophet with a 
very intelligent, well-informed, and earnest gentle- 
man of Brooklyn, who is as certain in his own mind 
that the credit of the country rests on a gold basis 
as a good Christian is that religion lies at the 
foundation of all morality worth practicing. Fur- 


thermore I request that nt this point the reader 


who cares to follow the discussion turn to page 267 
of the last issue of Tue Truru Szexre and read 
the communication of E. O. Roscoe there printed. 

In Mr. Roscoe’s first paragraph he has stated the 
affair of the last note and its redemption as it now 
stands. I hav to side with Mr. Peck in his declara 
tion that a paper dollar is redeemed (so far as the 
holder is concerned) when he givs it to another for 
value received, and that it is finally redeemed when 
the government accepts it for taxes. I can under- 
stand why Mr. Roscoe, in order to avoid admitting 
that his original question is adequately answered, 
should contend that this is not redemption, but I 
am not onto his object in denying that he placed 
Mr. Peck in the “position of the government con- 
fronted with one of its notes.” Mr. Peck was 
clearly speaking of & government note when he in- 
quired if a dollar was not redeemed when a man 
paid a debt with it (see Taz Trura Szrxzn, Feb. 
10, 1894); and when Mr. Roscoe asked if he would 
regard his own note as redeemed by the holder 
turning it over to another individual in exchange 
for goods, I hold that Mr. Peck, for the purpose 
of the argument, was placed in the position of the 
government confronted with one of its own notes, 
especially as he is expected to hustle around for 
funds wherewith to meet the obligation. But if 
Mr. Peck was not to be so regarded, then Mr. 
Roscoe’s question had no relevancy, and should be 
thrown out of the discussion. I regret that he did 
not see fit to inform me earlier that he was ques- 
tioning Mr. Peck’s individual responsibility rather 
than that of the government. 

The remainder of the first paragraph may be dis- 
posed of by saying that the reissue or “renewing” 
of notes by the government has no apparent dis- 
advantages, such as appertain to the sale of bonds 
for gold which the government cannot hope to 
repay without issuing other bonds. Under the one 
system. the redemption and reissue balance each 
other; under the other, there is a perpetual un- 
returning outflow from the treasury in the form of 
interest. Note here the $5,500,000 interest for the 
month of April. 

With respect to Mr. Roscoe’s second paragraph, 
I can only repeat that the facts were as stated, and 
that I share his opinion of the court. I hav no 
doubt that silver dollars would be kicked against 
quite as strenuously in Brooklyn as copper cents 
are in San Francisco, and with a similar disregard 
of reason. ; 

All the new matter in paragraph 3 is a prophecy of 
what would follow the remonetization and free coin- 
age of silver. As lam old enough to remember the 


warnings uttered when resumption was proposed, 
and not having lived to see them fulfilled, I do not 
know why I should be frightened by similar warn- 
ings at the present crisis. In 1879 the people used 
their money to do business with instead of empty- 
ing the treasury, and I infer that under like cir- 
cumstances they would do the same in 1894. . 

Mr. Roscoe next raises the question whether the 
millions lost in unsuccessful mining ventures should 
be regarded as a factor in estimating the cost of 
producing gold and silver. He holds that they 
should not. ButI cannot get away from the notion 
that the expense of producing anything determins 
its cost. It will not be denied, I think, that pros- 
pecting, tunneling, and developing by means of 
labor and machinery, are as inseparable from the 
production of gold and silver, and as necessary to 
it, as the actual working of a mine; and such being 
the case, the expense of these, even when not 
followed by profitable results, should, in my judg- 
ment, enter into the problem of cost. Be that as it 
may, since my statement regarded gold and silver 
alike in this respect, there being as many failures in 
the pursuit of the one as of the other, the ratio is 
not altered. The free coinage of gold fixes the 
price of that metal, and the suspension of coinage 
of silver accounts for the fall in its price; but these 
circumstances hav no relation to the cost of either. 
The forced sale of Mr. Roscoe’s residence during a 
period of dullness in the real estate market would 
be a pour index to the expense of its construction. 

* Às to our money circulating abroad,” says Mr. 
Roscoe, “it is certain that it has no greater cur- 
rency, as money, than foreign money has here, 
which is none at all.” Facts furnished me by 
correspondents convince me that my opponent has 
been misinformed. One writes: “In the Straits of 
Magellan I find American money—gold and silver 
—at a high premium, but what they really prefer 
down there is American greenbacks. At Valparaiso 
our money commanded a good premium.” Another, 
who, like the first, has circumnavigated the globe, 
says: “I found American money the best to ex- 
change in Japan. In China they like Mexican silver 
dollars particularly well, and United States money 
is next. In India English money leads, but Amer- 
ican money was never far behind it anywhere. In 
Russia our currency leads the English. Z found no 
place where there was not a premium on American 
money.” This testimony has a direct bearing 
against Mr. Roscoe’s previous statement that Amer- 
ican coin is accepted abroad only by weight, and 
paper money not at all; and I also regard it as sup- 
porting my contention that, as with the flag. our 
nation’s credit guarantees to American money a 
world-wide recognition. The second correspondent 
I hav quoted adds that Mr. Roscoe “does not ap- 
pear to know what he is talking about,” but the re-. 
mark will not be repeated here, as I am supposed 
to represent the ignorance of this combination. 

I bav tried to convince my distinguished critic 
that any sort of money that the government will re- 
ceive for all dues is bound to circulate at par, which 
theory he rejects for the alleged reason that ** pay- 
ing taxes is but a small part of the functions of 
money.” Now, the United States government in 
1893 received more than four hundred and fifty 
millions in taxes, or between six and seven dollars 
from each man, woman, and child ; the exact per cap- 
ita tax,as stated by F. N. Barnett, in the American 
Grocer, is $6.69, which is more than one-fourth of 
the per capita circulation. Can that accurately be 
called a “small part?” And if the one-fourth which 
the government would redeem in tax receipts is 
really a ‘small part,” how would Mr. Roscoe de- 
scribe the one-eighth which can be redeemed in 
gold? The further this discussion goes, the less 
excuse there appears to be fur Mr. Roscoe, under 
his own rule, to continué it. 


Last week a certain play, by Hauptman, a German 
dramatist, was announced for production at a local 
theater. Thereupon one Elbridge T. Gerry, the 
dry-nurse employed by the Society for the Preven- 
tion of the Intellectual Development of Children, de- 
manded to be shown the text of the play, which, 
having read, he pronounced blasphemous. He 
then applied to the mayor to hav its production 
forbidden. 

Gerry’s objection to the play is that the title role 
is performed by a little girl, who is supposed to die 
and to be brought to life by the intervention of Christ, 
the latter appearing in person and spouting holy 
writ. Doubtless it is a dramatization of some scene 
described in the Bible. Gerry sat on the stage of 
the theater, read the manuscript of the play, and 
informed the managers that it could not be pro- 
duced, when, instead of kicking him into the or- 
chestra circle, those urbane gentlemen are said to 
hav smilingly escorted him to the door. 

The arrogance of these volunteer amateur sneaks 
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a So, 


and spies like Gerry ought in some way to be checked. 
In this particular case, before 
taking action looking to the legal enforcement of 
Mr. Gerry’s opinion on the subject of blasphemy, 
Mayor Gilroy should at least inquire whether the 
Judean story has been copyrighted and all rights 
reserved, and also ascertain what percentage Jesus 
Christ has over other historic characters in the mat- 


It is intolerable. 


ter of immunity from dramatic representation. 


The too candid Col. Phil Thompson, who de- 
fended Breckinridge on the ground that he was not 
more immoral than the average public man, is re- 
ceiving greater censure for that open utterance 
If there are not 
a good many others besides the Kentucky statesman 
who “take their license in the field of time,” why 
the innumerable leagues, unions, and societies for 
Do they all 
exist solely for the reformation of Colonel Breck- 
Some years ago, the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher, in the course of a political argument, con- 
tended that if all the men in New York who had 
broken the seventh commandment were to vote one 
way they would carry the state by 200,000 ma- 
jority. If Beecher was right, then Colonel Thomp- 


than he would appear to deserve. 


the moral reformation of mankind? 


inridge? 


son had a theological basis for his remark. 


A detachment of the industrial salvation army of 
Coxey has reached Washington and camped on fed- 
eral ground. Until this aggregation of confessed 
incompetents shall hay been disbanded and mus- 
tered out, nobody can guess its effect upon the 
Newspaper 
writers hav got into the notion of calling the move- 


action of the constituted authorities. 


ment a phenomenon and something altogether new 
to history. But it plainly is not. 
crusade with Washington instead of Rome or 
Mecca or Jerusalem for its destination; and the 
almighty spook supposed to quarter there is Gov- 
ernment instead of God. The brutal instinct 
which long ago led certain men to erect deities in 
whese name they might enforce their own domi- 
neering intentions on their peers and vicinage has 
led them to erect a government for the same pur- 
pose. As their god was invested with unlimited 
powers, so is their government; and as the said 
god could be approached only through the priests, 
so the government must be invoked with the poli- 
ticians as mediums. The religious pilgrims of 
course discovered that after their crusade was over 
they had to get out and rustle for themselvs; also 
that the deity’s favors were expensiv; which is a 
lesson that the Coxeyites and some others hav yet 
to learn. Out of every gift attributed to providence 
a big percentage went to the priest, and all persons 
who hav ever received anything from government 
will probably testify that a good-sized hunk of it 
remained in the hands of the politicians. God 
(which is the church) never gave to any man a cent 
or a crust that was not previously taken from some 
other man, and there are some who hay concluded 
to leave the church out and so save the commission. 
The class of men who hay joined Coxey’s army are 
pre-eminently the producers. Every dime that the 
government has power to bestow upon them, either 


as a gift or as wages, has passed once through their 


hands in the form of some product or material of 
agriculture or manufacture, and out of it the middle- 
man and the tax gatherer has each in turn taken his 
expenses, salary, or profit. Now the applicants 
for government work ask that the same money shall 
pass out of the treasury through the hands of mid- 
dlemen—commissioners, superintendents, foremen, 
overseers, bosses, clerks, paymasters, cashiers, and 
the rest—and that what is left of it shall be paid .to 
them as wages for work for which there is no 
demand. That is to say, they want to be robbed 
twice, or rather, they want the legitimate laborer 
and producer to be mulcted twice for their benefit. 
Let them pause for a moment or half an hour and 
note the process by which the government gets its 
revenues; let them follow a dollar from the hands 
of the taxpayer to the United States treasury and 
note the abrasion. They may get a pointer by 
reading the report of the secretary of the treasury 
announcing a deficit, the true meaning of « deficit” 
being that the collection of the dollar has cost more 
than one hundred cents. The contributor to a 
missionary fund who expects that his penny will 
ever reach the heathen is right next to himself com- 
pared with the taxpayer. It is a matter of fact 
that government employees are overpaid as com- 
pared with private employees. It is the scant re- 
muneration of the latíer that the Coxeyites and 
other socialistic labor reformers are protesting 
against; and yet they expect the government to 
pay them high wages out of revenues drawn from 
the meager earnings of those not, like themselvs, 
favored with public patronage. If that is an 
economic possibility, then we should be able to 


It is a religious 


mainder. 


knows he will never be able to fulfil. 
Gro. E. Macponarp. 


Christianity Outside the Churches.” 
. Ii. 
Christianity can be spared from the world, 
because it is a stupendous and melancholy failure. 


Surely its “divine author” owes it to his own self- 
respect, if not to the sentiment of mankind, to giv 
his “plan of salvation” success enough to save it 
Yet, to-day, after eighteen cent- 


from contempt. 
uries of Christian propagandism, we behold the 


vast bulk of the living millions on the globe tramp- 
ing the downward road to death, practically in 


utter ignorance of the “chief end of man,” and 
utter disregard of their “eternal doom.” 
result! 
ure! 
mighty Love and Infinit Wisdom, and the death of 
God on the cross. 


quisition, the rack, the dungeon, the stake, the 
Christian wars that hav devastated the world, the 
millions slaughtered by Christian love—who, I say, 
ean compare these tremendous efforts with the re- 
sult that we see in the world to-day without un- 
speakable sorrow and despair? 


To this proposition I expect the assent of all re- 


flecting readers inside or outside the churches. 
The present attitude of the Christian world toward 
the Obristian ehurch eannot long endure. These 
tremendous dogmas are not to be trifled with as 
they are. If credible they are to be believed with 
all one’s might; if incredible they are to be warred 
upon with all one's might. Fora thousand years 
men seem to hav taken them seriously, and hate, 
bloodshed, horrors unspeakable, were. the result. 
The modern world seems to hav determined as the 
only escape from what was intolerable, not to take 
them seriously; to glv pro forma assent, to a certain 
extent, to the propositions, but to empty the words 
of meaning. Hell shall not mean hell unless one 
chooses to hav it so, everlasting shall not mean end- 
less, fire shall not burn, nor torment cause pain. 
Carlyle doubtless had this state of things in mind 
when he characterized Christian belief as “sham be- 
lief and bedlam delusion, damnable, dead, putrescent 
cant. 

But men hav begun to ask themselvs whether the 
remedy is not worse than the disease: whether 
peace purchased at stith à price is not worse than 
open wat, “war with a thousand battles and shaking 
a hundred thrones.” 

The enlightened conscience, we mean the con- 
science unperverted by ages of Christian teaching, 
revolts at the spectacle of mankind grinning at one 
another through the mask of asolemn creed. When 
the explosion comes, and men begin to drop their 
own masks in disgust, and to tear off their eigh- 


-bors’ in indignation, what will be the effect on the 


churches? 

We hav heard much, not so muth recently, of 
what are called “revivals of religion.” There is a 
form of that phenomenon at which we outside the 
churches would rejoice with exceeding great joy. 
We should like to see historic Christianity (the 
official creeds) take hold on the lives of those who 
profess it, shake them with its fulminations, go 
down to the roots of character, gloom in their 
conduct every day in the week, every hour in the 
day, every minute in the hour. We should like to 
see such a revival because it would empty the 
churches. 

Christianity is professed in these days because it 
is not practiced. It is neither preached nor prac- 
ticed. Hell is still in the creeds, but it is no longer 
on the lips of the preacher nor in the thoughts of 
his hearers. And the morality of the New Testa- 
ment (Christ’s Christianity) has shared the same 
fate. Parts of it cut to the bone. They are im- 
practicable in any condition of society ever known 
among men. History reveals no time, much less is 
the present & time, when men could giv indiscrim- 
inately or without limit to every beggar, or permit 
the robber who takes their overcoats to take their 
coats, or the ruffian who cuts off their right ears to 
cut off their left also, without wronging not only 
themselvs but also their fellow-men. Accordingly 
these rules of Christian morality (Christ's Christian- 
ity), repudiated by the common sense of mankind, 


are set aside even by those who profess to consider 
them binding, with a unanimity that is found no- 
where else in the Christian world. However bitter 


subtract five from three and hav a considerable re- 


Rightly viewed, as I hav intimated, the Coxeyites 
are drawn to Washington by the same sort of de- 
lusion that attracts superstitious Catholics toward 
Rome; and, by the same token, the wise politi- 
cian will dismiss them with promises which he 


What a 
Obtained at what cost of blood and treas- 
I say nothing here of the exertions of Al- 


I ask, What Christian can con- 
template the visible human effort put forth to 
accomplish so pitiful an achievement—the holy In- 


the controversy between the homoousian and the 
homoiousian, between the Calvinistie Christian anq. 
the free-will Christian, all the wrangling seots are 
agreed that they will not giv everything to beggars, 
will nof lend without interest and security, will nor 
submit without resistance to every form of outrage 
and wrong, and will be rich if they can, although 
they are assured by “the holy scriptures” that no - 
rich man can enter heaven. The rules are in the . 
book, but they hav dropped out of the memory of 
Christians, and any serious attempt to enforce them 
would overturn the churches. eae 

But our Christian friends ought to desire such a 
revival, because it would stop the mouths of those . 
who are affirming that the whole power of public 
Opinion, as far as the churches can control it, is 
brought to bear to induce men to conceal their real 
opinions, and to giv their support to dogmas that. 
hav lost all hold on their minds. One of the most 
serious counts in the indictment against Christianity 
is that “the church” offers rewards to those willing to 
prostitute their real convictions, and inflicts penalties 
upon those brave and honest enough to avow them. 
When “the church” makes it “pay ”-to profess 
religion, she slams her doors in the faces of honest 
men. 

Note the queer prediction of Dr. Langdon. 
When the churches shall hav done certain things 
which they cannot possibly do without ceasing to 
be churches as we now understand the term, then 
those now outside will return “in flocks to ecclesi- 
astical allegiance.” Now, it must be apparent to 
any one who will reflect a little that after “the. 
church " shall hay committed hari kari, the term 
* ecclesiastical allegiance ” will hav a different mean- 
ing from what it now has; and since that meaning 
is wholly unknown, the prediction is meaningless. 
What tricks language plays with men’s minds! 

A. F. Hamiton. : 
ee d 
News and Notes. 


Í had the pleasure, Sunday evening, of listening 
to a lectufe on the “Evolution of Flowers,” by 
Henty Bird, before the Science Sermons Society, in 
the vestry of Robert Collyei's church, which is pef- 
vaded somewhat by the attiospheře of religion: 
The subject is a very interesting one, as perhaps if 
flowers more than in any other form of life do we 
see the marvels of evolution, many of which are 
going on before our eyes at the present time. 
“Show us evolution to-day,” says the theologian, 
and we ansWer by depicting the process of the 
flowers. The Posen who is a florist, and has had 
years of practical experience with the growth and 
varieties of lowers, showed to the atidiehee how dif- 
ferent forins of the flowers had originated within 
the last ten yeats, so that in the flowery kingdom 
the tost cénspicuGiis ahd brilliant displays of na- 
ture’s eternal unfoldings are to be witnessed. Mr. 
Bird had the platform profusely decorated with 
flowers and plants, and his lecture was constantly 
illustrated with these vivid pictures of real life, so 
that it was most entertaining and instructiv. Mr. 
Bird was followed by Mr. Wakeman, who is always 
ready to speak out of a full mind oti these scientific 
subjects, upon which he also flings the light of poetic 
fancy, for, quoting from Schiller and Goethe, he says 
that what the flowers do unconsciously in usefulness 
and beauty man must do consciously and by the 
effort of his will. The old idea of flowers, as 
taught by Jesus, was that they, in their abundant. 
glory, were a declaration of divine ptovidehee=~ 
God's care of all his creatures. They teach tið 
such lesson in evolution. They teach no God, as 
Mr. Bird said; they simply teach man to do his 
best, and to be satisfied with that, as the flowers 
are which die in the golden sunshine and expect no 
reward beyond death. After Mr. Wakeman, Senator 
Boyd made an enthusiastic speech all in praise of 
the «great designer,” which he declared was ex- 
hibited in the beauty and splendor of the flowers. 
It was quite an orthodox sermon, delivered, how- 
ever, without any maledictions against science or 
those who held opposit views. As I was called 
upon to join in the discussion, I concluded, even if 
I was in a church, to stick to my colors and declare 


Ahat in nature there was no God ; that the belief in 


God was merely a sentiment, but not a scientific 
truth. I found that most of the audience responded 
to my radical utterances. Mrs. Burnz said that 
God is love, and therefore love is God, and that ali 
who believe in love believe in God, which, of course, 
is good as a compromise ; but as there is no infinit 
love in the universe, so there can be no infinit God. 
There is only a finite love, that is man’s love, and 
woman's too, which is after all the only love that. 
amounts to anything. The discussion was quite. 
interesting, took in a pretty good range for a church 
flair, and refreshed the ecclesiastical surroundings. 
guess the Science Sermons Society, although not, 
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extremely radical, has been doing some pretty good 
work this winter; but perhaps its future success 
will depend upon its coming out into the broad 
open air of universal inquiry and inviting to its 
platform every kind of scientific and Freethought 
expression. 
. [hay just received of Allen Moon, Washington, D. 
C., a copy of the Sunday rest bill introduced into 
the House by Mr. Johnson of North Dakota. I 
expect I shall hav to go to Washington to watch 
this matter. I hope that Liberals throughout the 
country will be ready to aid and for this work send 
in their contributions to. E. C. Reichwald, 165 
South Water street, Chicago, treasurer of the Free- 
thought Federation. 

I hope that New York Liberals. will realize the 
special and important opportunity which is opened 
to them by the State Constitutional Convention to 
begin May 8th. Unless Freethinkers make an 
effort for church taxation, nothing will be done. 
This is our battle, and we must take the lead: An 
amendment will be proposed to forbid any appro- 
priations to religious institutions. But this is not 
by any means radical enough. Why not go to the 
very root of the evil? Why try any compromise? 
Exemption of church property from taxation is giv- 
ing the church millions of dollars a year, and is an 
appropriation in a most dangerous and unjust form. 
Of course, we are opposed to any appropriations for 
any purpose to religious institutions of any kind. 
But an amendment to the Constitution merely 
against appropriations is not all, but impartial tax- 
ation of all property logically and surely takes with 
it the forbidding of appropriations, and is by far the 
greater gain for justice. It won't do to be satis- 
fied with half a loaf. in this matter. We want simple 
and absolute justice all round, and it is for this that 
we must strike, and if we Freethinkers do not do 
it, nobody else will. Let there be no lack of cour- 
age and decision in this matter. Don't think that 
others will do our work. Sauver P. PucNAM. 


was received with great enthusiasm. My warmest 
thanks are due to those noble hearts who aided me 
in my work here, and in this relation I must men- 
tion first and foremost our friend Mr. Tuttle, who 
financiered the movement. Next comes Isis B. 
Martin, who never failed to do her share of the 
work necessary for its success. Also Charley Mat- 
thews, J. H. Purdy, J. H. Thomas, W. H. Bailey, 
E. E. Fitzpatrick, the Collings family, and many 
others. 

The lectures at Morganville, my next appoint- 
ment, were given in the district schoolhouse, and 
each time the little place was filled with an eager 
crowd. This is a busy time with the farmers. 
They are at work in the fields until the sun has 
passed below the horizon and we are compelled to 
begin late in order to giv them time to get in. So 
pleased were they with the principles and objects 
of the Freethought movement that twenty more 
signers were secured for the Federation. Mr. and 
Mrs. L. P. Tebbe entertained me while here and 
afforded me a royal welcome. The Freethought 
pilgrim will always receive a welcome here. 

My lectures over, Mr. Tebbe hitched up his team 
and drove me across the prairies to my next ap- 
pointment at Oak Hill, fifteen miles distant. On 
our way we stop at the home of Mr. Fred Pacey 


and wife, who are English settlers in Kansas. A- 


good dinner and some interesting reflections on 
their part and speculations regarding the future, 
cheered us up and we resumed our journey. Mr. 
Pacey takes me the remainder of my journey, and 
in due time we reach the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
D. Gwin, where I take supper and then proceed to 
the school-house, where my lectures are given. I 
gave two here and from miles around the people 


flocked in to hear an exposition of the principles of 


mental freedom, with all the enthusiasm that once 
marked an old-time Methodist revival. ` Thirty ad- 


ditional members were added to our rapidly increas- 


ing membership. The Federation’s lists are now 


Si 


Lectures and Meetings. 
Tue address of Charles Watts is now 81 Effra Road, 


Brixton, London, 8. W., Eng. : 


Tax Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severance Hall, 


421 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.80 P.M. 


Tux Friendship Liberal League of Philadelphia meets 


Sundays at 2.80 and 7.80 p.m. in Warner Hall, near 


Green and Broad streets. 


Tum Radical Library meets in Skerrett’s Hall, Ridge 
avenue and Green street, Philadelphia. Open on Tues. 
day, 7.80 to 10 P.M. 


W. F. Jameson writes that he will start on his tour 
through Utah and Colorado in May; and that he finds 
California a fine climate to linger in, His address is 
Elsinore, C 


FBANKLIN STEINER is arranging for a trip through 
Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska. the Dakotas, and Wisconsin. 
Liberals in those states wishing lectures should address 
him to box 882, Des Moines, Ta. 


Tms First Secular Church of Portland, Or., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 P. M. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-school in same place at 12:30 ».1, 


Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for May: 

May 4th—‘‘Industrial Problems,” Mrs. Stanton Blatch, 
daughter of Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
May 11th—‘‘ Liberty and Authority," S, P. Putnam. 


Tx Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for May: 


May 6th—*'* ‘Where We Are At,’ From a Woman's Stand- 
point," Emma Beckwith. 

May 18th—‘‘ Liberty and Authority,” S, P. Putnam. 

May 20th—‘‘ The Science of Lite," Rev. F. E. Mason. 

May 27th—** A Study of Shelley," Henry Rowley. Oon- 
cluding meeting; report of season's work; vocal and 
instrumental music. 

May 30th, Decoration Day—Paine Celebration at New 
Rochelle, Tickets, including railroad fare, 50 cents, 
Tickets are exchangeable for railroad ticket to New 
Rochelle and return by special train of the New York, 


New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co , which will leave 
Grand Central Depot at 12.80 r.m, The return ticket 


lengthening to an extra thousand. This is encour- 


The 


Sparks From the Lecture Field. 


A day or two before leaving Wichita I received a 
message asking me to go down to Dover, Oklahoma, 
and giv a course of lectures. I went. Dover is 
one of the new towns that hav recently struggled 
into existence. It is but a small place, but there 
are scores of Liberals here. I gave three lectures 
to large and enthusiastic audiences, and the people 
seemed pleased with them. At the conclusion 
about forty new members were added to the rapidly- 
increasing lists of the Federation. Those who 
signed the Constitution are all good Liberals, 
and they expressed a hope that I would make 
Oklahoma the battle-ground for the Freethought 
campaign, for the special purpose of preparing the 
territory for statehood. Good work can be done 
here in this direction. The large number of liberal- 
minded people will make possible the drafting of a 
constitution that will provide for the equitable tax- 
ation of all ecclesiastical property and the removal 
. of all religious influences from the public schools. 
I promised them that this matter should receive 
consideration. 

Thomas White, Mr. Tousely, Dr. Bailey, and 
many others are among the hosts of freedom in 
Oklahoma. While here I was the guest of Mr. and 
Mrs. White. It isa Freethought home, and their 
little children, Thomas and Marguerite, are not to 
be contaminated by superstition. A short time pre- 
vious to my advent here a subscription sheet was 
circulated to secure money to pay the preacher's 
salary. Mrs. White was approached and solicited 
for a donation, but the canvassers were met with a 
frank refusal, and the added remark, “Let the 
preacher work for his living, as we bav to do.” 

If all Liberal men and women would do likewise, 
scores of preachers would very speedily run short 
on their salaries. How many Liberals there are who 
donate freely to the church, either from want of 
thought, or, what is still worse, for “ policy's sake.” 
Business interests stand between them and their 
principles. If they would only giv their money to 
our Freethought papers and help them in the dis- 
tribution of rationalistic literature, or to the Feder- 
ation, to help us in our efforts to preserve our 
secular institutions, there would be no need for 
complaint of the lack of harmony among Liberals, 
and a man’s business interests would be as well pro- 
tected as they are now. DI 

In exceedingly good spirits, I returned to Wichita 
in time to complete the arrangements for the pro- 
gram consequent upon the closing lecture of the 
season. -We had good music and good recitations. 
Mrs. Sandford and Professor Blume again com- 
posed the orchestra. The program was made more 
interesting by the recital of Putnam’s “ Why Don't 
He Lend a Hand?” by Isis B. Martin and a humor- 
ous essay from J. H. Purdy. We were again 
qavored with a packed house, and the closing lecture 


aging to us as we work on for our cause. 


prospects for the continued triumph of the Feder- 


ation are exceedingly bright. 


The continued “hard times,” together with the 


severe drouth prevailing over Kansas at this time, 


renders it hard work to secure any subscribers to our 
papers, but with prospects of good crops we hav 
hopes for thefuture. The seeds of Freethought hav 


been sown on fruitful soil, and an abundant harvest 
awaits us. 

Another ideal Freethought home is that of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gwin. They are both young, enthusi- 
astic, and devoted to their principles. Their little 


boy is named Darwin Gwin, and their little 


daughter, Lorena. Both of these little ones are 
exceedingly bright. 
gem the sky of Freethought. In the proper educa- 
tion of the young lies the hopes of our cause and 
the safety of American liberties. Filled with hope 
and inspiration to continue our work, I go on again 
to take up the campaign in other places. 
Joun R. CHARLESWORTH, 
Sec. Freethought Federation of America. 


* Four Hundred Years.” 
In addition to the names of subscribers to “ Four 


Hundred Years of Freethought” published last 


week, the following hav been received : 

CALIFORNIA. —L. Magenheimer, Arthur Edward Ols- 
hausen. 

“Trrano1s.—Frederick Duhlstrom, Judge C. B. Waite. 

Inpiana.—J. E. Stroup, E. R. Shoemaker. 

MASsSACHUSETTS.—M. Florence Johnson. 

NznznasEA.— Henry Reithardt. 

New Yonxk.— Mrs. Eliza B. Burnz, Jackson A. Haynes, 
Frederick Koezley, E. O. Walker. 

Norra Daxora.—David Wallace. 

PxNNSYLVANIA.— George East. 

Tuxas.—J, O. Harvey. 

Wisconsrx.—A. G. Descent. 

I hope that every subscriber will carefully note 


his name and address, and correct if there are any 


errors. The list of names will be published in the 


closing pages of “Four Hundred Years of Free- 


thought.” All who desire to be enrolled will please 


send their subscriptions at once. 
Sauvzz P. Pornam. 


When Christ would meet a sick man he would 
eurse the spirits which infested him, and they would 
go out of the man and into a herd of swine, or per- 
haps into some other poor neighbor who happened 
to be inadvertently standing around with his mouth 
open. By the aid of science a doctor now deliber- 
ately pokes an electriclight tube into a man's 
stomach, and by its illumination reads all the 
secret inside working of his personal anatomy; ap- 
plies the proper remedy, eures the patient, and never 
once thinks of the legions of devils which the 
son of God was such an adept in dealing with, 


These are brilliant jewels that 


from New Rochelle will be good on any train during 
the day. 


Tug Women’s LrsugAn Luacun, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Radical Library open 7.80 to 10 p.m. Pro- 
gram for May: 

May 8th—'* Revolt of Woman, What It All Means,” Har- 
riet Purdv Cochran. 
May 15th—‘‘ Essentials of Socialism," Dr. G. Metzler. 
May 22d—'* Woman and Single Tax,” George Stephens, 
May oe men in Journalism," Mrs. T. H. Symon, 
ec. U.L.L. ; 


Pror, Dantet De Leon spoke before the Brooklyn 
Philosophical Association last Sunday on ‘‘ Religion from 
a Labor Standpoint.” He remarked that the church- 
going capitalist was not true to the religion and morality 
of the Bible when he took nsury, for the Bible plainly 
said he only could dwell in the Lord's tabernacle who 
**putteth not out his money to usury,” and he de- 
fined usury as getting more than a person produced. Ac- 
cording to the Professor, as the capitalist does not giv 
the workingmanthat value which ‘‘ is worthy of his hire,” 
he is guilty of usury, and is therefore not true to therelig- 
ion which he professes. There is a certain bumptious 
and ‘‘know-it-all” individual who attends the meeting 
every Sunday and who sometimes poses as & capitalist, 
and is generally verv personal in his remarks, who in- 
sulted the lecturer after the meeting by calling him an 
Anarchist and saying his ideas led the young men of the 
day astray. The honor of the Association was sustained 
by the president apologizing for the attack. 


Mrz. Henry NioHors spoke last Friday before the 
Manhattan Liberal Club on ** The Chances of Success,” 
He showed very ably the danger that monopolies and 
corporations are becoming to thrifty and honest citizens 
who are trying their best to get along, and that if the 
power of these concerns is not weakened in some way. 
the chances of success for individuals in the commercial 
world will be very small. He made the statement that 
if a person went into the safe business he would spend a 
lifetime and a fortune befote he would be able to com- 
mand any success, so powerful are the present safe inter- 
ests. It is the same with all other great manufacturing 
and commercial enterprises to-day. He proved by facts 
admitted by monopolistic writers the reality of the dan- 
gers into which we are drifting. After thelecture a busi- 
ness meeting was held and the following officers for the 
ensuing year elected: President, E. B. Foote J r; Vice- 
presidents, Mrs. Emma Beckwith. Messrs Perrin and 
Chamberlain; Secretary, Moses Goldsmith; Treasurer, 
Miss A. Schachtel; Librarian. Mrs. E. B, Burnz; Trustees, 
Messrs. Wilson, Good, and Taber. à 

———— M—À———M i ——M 
Gall and Wormwood for Sabbatarians. 


` Lonpon, April 23.—The first pub'ic exhibition of pict- 
ures to be held in London on Sunday was opened in the 
Guildhall yesterday,andwas attended by enormous crowds, 
So great was the public desire to take advantage of the 
new privilege that long lines of people were formed and 
maintained by constant additions throughont the day. 
Many persons stood in the lines for hours patiently await- 
ing their turn to be admitted The question of openin 
art galleries to the publie on Sundays has been long an 
bitterly discussed in the councils of the corporation and 
the success of yesterdav's experiment assures the con- 
tinuance of the exhibition, and alto makes it certain 
that other galleries wil] soon be opened to the public on 
Sundays, 
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It Jars the Tympanums of the Pious. 
Niromo, Car., April 4, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find money 
order for $3 for my yearly subscription to 
your paper. Your hammering on ortho- 
doxy is resounding through all the land; 
a sweet sound for the earsof & free people, 
but a mournful sound for the ears of the 
fanatical. Thank you. 
Mrs. C. M. Porr. 


First Place in His Affections. 
Luz, N. D., April 5, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: I herewith inclose you $3 
to renew my subscription to your splendid 
paper. Iam freeto say that I value your 
paper very highly, and, while money is 
tight and hard to get, I would rather do 
without some other paper in order to be 
able to hav Taz Truta SEEKER continue its 
weekly visits to our home. 
Very truly yours, 


N. C. Ruxxe. 


The Most Opportune Moment. 
New York, April 21, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: You are doing a good work 
jn circulating that pamphlet on church 
property, and although I am not flush, I 
want to chip in. Every one ought to lend 
a hand. Constitutional conventions are 
not held every year, and this is the most 
opportune moment to agitate the question 
of taxing church property. I inclose you 
my check for $5, which you will please use 
ag your judgment dictates in circulating 
the documents. 


Yours truly, E. B. Foorts. 


Say It Is Sacrilegious. 
BurrEvinnE, OR., Feb. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Please send me one copy 
of ‘‘ Crimes of Preachers,” as I wantsome- 
thing to show my Christian friends. I am 
strong in the faith of Infidelity. I would 
like to be able to help the cause, but am 
sick and cannot get out of the house, but 
hav lots of fan with my Christian friends. 
I show them the goodness of God to the 
United States; and I hav the ‘‘Old Testa- 
ment Stories Illustrated." I hav found a 
few who will not read, either ; say it is 
sacrilegious. Hoping the cause will ever 
grow, I remain, Yours truly, 
J. R. KiNxoN. 


Has Thought Himself Partly Out. 
Txor, Iowa, March 26, 1894. 
Mr. Epitor: I hav received from a 
friend & few copies of your very in- 
teresting paper. I am a Freethinker, 
although raised by Christian parents and 
taught religion from childhood. I believe 
in a God, & creator of the universe, but not 
in the Bible or its three Gods. I believe 
in being a good man, and in doing whatis 
right by our fellow-men. My bible is na- 
ture. I very early saw the humbug and 
greed of money of the preachers and their 
followers. I hav not read any papers or 
books on Freethought, and was very glad 
when I got your paper. A. C. Horm. 
Heston Induces Bible Study. 
Trivou, Irnr., Feb. 24, 1894. 
Mr, Eprtor: I wish to say that I got 
the catalog you sent me the other day, and I 
see that you hav another of Mr. Watson 
Heston's illustrated Bible books, and I 
want to get it. I hav the one where Adam 
is plowing with a big hog, and it has heen 
looked at and read by a good many, and I 
think it has done some good. I know one 
man who sent and got a new Bible; he 
thought the book did not tell the truth, 
but now he is satisfied, and he has read 
more Bivle this winter than in all his life 
before. I see by the catalog that the book 
that I want is $1.50. Please send me the 
** Handbook of Freethought” also. 
Geo. HovENDEN. 


God Couldn’t Get His Breath. 
Burek, Pa., April 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Should these few lines be 
read by any of our Christian friénds I 
hope they will not become melancholy, as 
I wish only to call your attention to the 
vain attempt Christ made when he under- 
took to make the fig tree bear fruit at an 
unseasonable time of the year, and then 
eursed the tree on account of his failure. 
This not only givs very poor evidence of 


his infinit power, but also of the divine 
heart within. Neither does this show his 
infinit wisdom. For had he been infinitly 
wise he would not hav undertaken that in 
which he knew he certainly would fail. In 
this he was endeavoring to change an un- 
alterable law in nature, which would b3 as 
difficult to do as it would hav been for God 
to gethis breath before he made air. 
J. O. FULLERTON. 


It Was His Savior. 
WESTERN SPRINGS, Irur., Feb. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed find $5 for the 
renewal of my subscription and Paine’s 
** Great Works Complete," because I like 
to hav Thomas Paine's works. His ‘‘ Age 
of Reason " was the first Freethought book 
I ever had. It was translated into the 
Swedish language, and it was my savior 
from the old superstitions. 

I hav been delaying my renewal in hopes 
of obtaining a new subscriber, but in vain. 
Send me your catalog, and if you hav the 
address of the Swedish Fritänkaren, 
Stockholm, please let me hav it, as I 
should like to subscr fie for it. 

Yours fraternally, NELS PEARSON. 


Its Light Breaks Through the Clouds. 
. JAMESTOWN, N. Y., April 20, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: There is a feeling caused 
by Tux TRUTH SEEKER’S weekly appear- 
ance, which seems like the breaking away 
of the clouds of religious vapors that are 
continually hanging about us. We some- 
times in our little home circle feellike & 
vessel at sea surrounded by a fog, so denseis 
the religious atmosphere here. Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, like a ray of sunshine, seems to 
dispel the fog here and there. Itisaray of 
light that bids us hope—bids us remember 
there are others like ourselvs. And I en- 
joy very much the letters from the truth 
seekers who reflect back to you a view of 
their surroundings and workings for truth. 
Not that we tire of talking to one another 
here, but occasionally a desire comes to 
one to exchange views with another of his 
own mind. Jonn M. CussMAN. 


Men Afraid of Their Wives. 
WALLA WALLA, Wasa., April 15, 1894. 
Mz. Eprron: Inclosed please find order 

for books and $4.95 to pay for the same. 
I hav taken Tus TRUTH SEEKER for three 
years and could not now do without it. 
Mr. McFarlane and I are the only out- 
Spoken Freethinkers in our neighborhood. 
There are many that would be Liberals if 
it was not for their wives or the fear of 
being boycotted by the Christians. 

The Methodists hav labored hard ‘‘to 
save sinners,” prolonging their efforts for 
two weeks at one time, but made only two 
or three additions to their numbers. But 
in the town of Walla Walla there has been 
a great ‘‘outpouring of the holy spirit;" 
the “Christians” and Methodists hav 
raised sheol in grand style and ‘‘ saved” 
perhaps a hundred ‘‘ souls.” 

Soon as finances will admit I will send a 
larger order for books. W, A SnmELTON. 

Mark Them for Defeat. 

New Camer, Kan., Feb. 16, 294. 

Mr. Eprror: All Liberals no doubt 
agree that Mr. Heston made a good hit 
when he pictured the Congressmen who 
voted for the closing of the World’s 
Fair on Sundays as asses. Now, we think 
he would make a still better hit to 
picture as asses, with their ears exceed- 
ingly long, all Liberals who aid or abet 
in any way whatever their reé'ection the 
coming fall, because, if a person sup- 
ports another knowing that he is a fraud, 
he is himself his own worst enemy. We 
hav had Liberals say to us that if they 
did not support & candidate of their own 
party for any reason they would not vote for 
the opposing party’s candidate. Now, we 
believe, when we strike a man, in hitting 
him hard enough to knock him down. A 
man has great respect for the one who 
knocks him down, and none at all for the 
half-hearted fellow who makes the attempt 
and fails. JoRN W. ABBOTT. 


Don't Owe the Church Anything. 
New Boston, Miom., Feb. 19, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Some of the Methodist 
** revivalists” at this place requested me 
to adjourn our school literary society. As 
president, I had no authority to do so, but 


being always ready to accommodate polite 
people, I called a special meeting to con- 
sider the question of adjournment for that 
week, A very lively discussion followed 
Only one argument was pre- 
That was 
that we ‘‘ought not to attract people 
This was met by 
the opposition with such sentences as: 


the motion. 
sented in favor of the plan. 


away from the church.” 


‘The church is always demanding and 
never giving " ‘It has done nothing for 
us, why should we do anything for it?” 
“We don't owe it anything.” ‘‘They 
havn’t converted anyone yet, and probably 
will not to-night.” ‘‘That preacher wants 
the éarth,” etc. How is that for young 
America? Heresy, caught in the public 
schools without doubt. I hav not trained 
them at all in this line of thought; neither 
do I read the Bible to them. 

I was asked at the Fair to sign a petition 
to hav the Bible read in the public schools. 
I quickly said, ** No, I don't believe in it." 
A voice behind me said, ‘‘ Shake, partner, 
I’m with you.” I turned to meet a very 
pleasant young man, also a teacher, from 
New Jersey. He it was who introduced 
me to Tue TRUTH SEEKER. I owe hima 
debt of gratitude for that. 

Yours for liberty, Franx E. Rominz. 


A Freethought Letter-Writing Corps. 
New OnBzrzANS, La., April 17, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: All reform movements are 
somewhat allied, and through the single 
tax at least one man has become a sub- 
scriber to several Freethought weeklies in 
this manner. 

In the New Orleans Times Democrat 
recently Mr. S. S. Bryan criticised single 
taxers, saying they were hypnotized by 
reading Henry George’s voluminous writ- 
ings. I replied, asking if Christians, Mo- 
hammedans, Buddhists, etc., were not 
equally hypnotized? 

The Times-Democrat, Picayune, and 
Truth, each in turn, refused to print Mr, 
Bryan’s affirmativ rejoinder on the ground 
that it attacked Christianity. 
total stranger, he then mailed it to me to 
read and return, which I did, expressing re- 
grets that it was not printed, and saying that 
only Tae Trure SEEKER and a few other 
Freethought journals were liberal enough 
to publish such articles. Learning thus 
(and through a succeeding interview) for 
the first time in his life of these Free- 
thought publications, he sent for sample 
copies and subscribed for several of them. 
Doubtless many more, like him, are kept 


in ignorance of such publications and the. 


cause of Freethought incaleulably retarded 
by the perverse attitude of the daily press, 
How to change this perverseness is there- 
fore worthy of consideration by the best 
and noblest Freethought minds. 

Until quite recently, the daily press as 
persistently misrepresented the facts about 
single tax and denied single taxers a hear- 
ing. But, mainly through a Single Tax 
‘*Letter-writing Corps” (every member 
of -which pledged himself to write at least 
one letter to a target the captain of the 
corps named eaeh week in the single tax 
newspapers) their attitude has changed. 

Cannot Freethinkers profit by this ex- 
ample and do likewise? Editors are very 
careful of their reputation and circulation. 
And, when numerous letters, from intelli- 
gent men all-over the country, come pour- 
ing in, criticising their action, they are 
not likely to repeat the offense, even if 
they do not apologize for the one already 
committed. Reading no Freethought 
journals, and hence ignorant of the exist- 
ence of a letter-writing-corps, they would 
naturally conclude from the receipt of so 
many intelligently-written letters that 
publie sentiment was changing in favor of 
Freethought and act accordingly. Natu- 
rally possessed of superigr intelligence, 
nearly all Freethinkers could write good 
letters, neatly, concisely, and grammati- 
cally. If, in addition to this, they were 
written in a kindly spirit, many editors 
would likely publish them. ‘‘ Vinegar 
never catches flies," neither doth harsh 
criticism make converts, Thus, 
ciously managed, a ‘‘ letter-writing corps ” 
might open to our communications our 
natural ally—the daily press—which now 
already is almost.driven into Freethought 
ranks by the persecution it receives for 
publishing a Sunday edition. 

If such a corps is formed, I, for one, 
hereby pledge myself to write a brief, 


will. 


Though a- 


judi- | 


pointed, respectful letter or postal to the 
target the captain of said corps nameg 
each week. Others approving the plan 
can push it to realization by similarly 
pledging themselvs and appointing E. M, - 
Macdonald or some other New Yorker ag 
the seat of Freethought publication as 
captain of the corps. 

Another effectiv single tax campaign plan 
which Freethinkers might profitably copy 
isthatof having for use on their envelopes, 
packages, etc., motto stickers, like post- 
age stamps, on which is printed some 
striking sentence. We might use such ag - 
these: Who made God?” ‘‘One world 
at a time.” ‘‘There can be but little lib- 
erty on earth while men worship 8 tyrant 
in heaven." i 

Agitation of the question of taxation has 


|caused nearly every state legislature to 


consider bills for changing their system of 
taxation. Asa ‘‘rider” to all these bills, 
amendments ‘‘taxing church property 
equally with all other property ” should be 
offered. To burden it with the rider to 
which they object, opponents of these bills 
would vote with church taxationists, thus 
giving them apparently more strength than 
they really possess at that time, and thus 
eventually helping to tax church property, 
D. WEBSTER Grok. 


A True Man Borne Down in the Battle, 


Barnum, Minn., April 18, 1894, 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I send you a copy 
of the will of L. H. Hawkins, who com- 
mitted suicide April 1st. You can make 


your own comment on the same, and print 
any part of it you wish. I did not hear 


any particulars regarding the funeral, but 
presume it was conducted according to the 
Fraternally yours, . 
A, M. TowNSEND. 
** A, M. TowNSEND, Barnum, Minn.—My 
Dear Judge: I hand youa copy of my broth» 
er's will. After reading, you may send to 


Tus TRUTH SEEKERİf you see fit. It shows 
how bravely à man may meet death with- 


out the aid of the orthodox faith.—Yours 
truly, H. H. Hawks, Thomson, Minn., 
April 15, 1894,” 


THE WILL. 


To my friends, and to all whom it may 
concern: It being customary, before the 
physical death of an individual,,to make 
what is termed a will, in which the state- 
ment is quite usual that he or she is of 
sound mind and memory, I take advantage 
of such custom to make known to the gen- 
tlemen whose names I shail presently men- 
tion my most sincere and urgent wishes as 
to the final disposition of my body, after 
these presents shall come into their hands. 
To the following named gentlemen, in 
whom I hav most exalted confidence, both 
as to their integrity, their honor, and their 
friendship, I trust the details of my funeral. 

As you are well aware, I believe in no 
system of religion. I am, in its broadest | 
sense, an Agnostic. I hav no fear of death, 
but court it, as I hav for over a year, with 
such yearning and curiosity that I am un- 
able to longer wait for its coming. Since 
the death of my wife, and the settling of 
my boys in comfortable homes, I hav had 
no desire to liv. I admit, as society looks 
at it, I hav been at times madly recklessin 
my conduct, but to the injury of no one 
but myself. Had I not plunged into some 
kind of excitement, I would to-day hav 
been the inmate of an asylum for the in- 
sane, but 


** Such maddening moments as my past, 
They could not and they did not last.” 


For some reason, unknown to me, all 
the attorneys of this place, except C. L 
Pratt, have formed a combination to 
either humiliate or destroy me. I do not 
care to make the fight, and hence, to avoid 
further suffering, I hav concluded to adopt 
heroic measures, and plunge headlong into 
the great unknown. To inrure dying as I 
hav lived, an Infidel, it is my demand, 
that I be buried without religious cere- 
monies of any kind or character; neither 
reading, praying, sermons, psalm «r 
hymn-singing shall be allowed. It wou'd 
please me if my brother, H. H. Hawkins, 
or some one whom he may select, would 
say a few words over my body before bur- 
iai, and let my friends sing, ‘‘ When the 
Mists Hav Rolled Away.” desire to be 
buried beside my wife. 

M. L. Toole, Wade B'aker, D. M. Gunn, 
Phil. Casselberg, and E C. Kiley, together 
with my brother, who livs at Thomson, are 
the gentlemen in whose hands I trust the 
carrying out of my wishes as above set 
forth. Do not, I beg of you, forget what 
I so urgently ask—to place me in my last 
resting-place without one single word or 
act of & religious character. A simple 
coffin, which any carpenter can make, is 
al! I ask. 

I feel that my eyesight, which for mauy 
years has been precarious, is again to fail 
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Eos Auer Fus Poa T nu oe a wine bijak Job and his friends sat staring at eaoh | confess, keep silence. Then Elihu, a by- 
again, and for the following reasons I pre- ko hin ied going on besides. To other for seven days and seven nights. To |stander who had been listening to the 
-fer death: Since my wife died I hav had | 2195 plain to the reader, it will only | relieve Job's weary arms, not one of them | debate, took up the cudgels in Jupiter’s 
“no desire to liv. My sickness during the | De necessary to giv a few of the principal | offered to take a turn at his back with the | behalf. He occupies half his time trying 
past four months has removed all ambition incidents in the story. The author first | potsherd, but in grim silence they sat, | to impress his audience with the wonderful 
ie se seater M tae roar ges us to Job of Uz, a wealthy, | which must hav added considerably to | benefits they will derive from listening to 
fer death. And last, but not least, the per- | , Magi pam man, with a family of seven | J ob's discomfort. Those who doubt my | bis drivel, and the other half in trying to 
-gistent persecutions of my enemies ° * * in ree daughters. The sons and | veracity will find the foregoing in the first | tell them something he had never known 
their efforts to humiliate and disgrace me, | 4¥shters are out on a grand spree, which | two chapters of Job, and as Bibles, like | or else forgotten. Elihu is the father and 
has been the ''straw that broke the | kept old man Job busy offering sacrifices | other weeds, are plentiful, all can investi- | founder of theology, and his disciples are 

. camel's baok,” for, in my present condi- | continually, to keep the Lord in good hu- | gate for themselvs, and from this out we | just where he left them. Elihu says: 
Hon or Hap th, and e e o ny no and from taking notice of their be- will giv chapter and verse for all quota- | ‘‘ Behold, my belly is as wine which hath 
‘the fight and push the conflict, but I do vior. The author, or reporter, then |tions. At the endof seven days and seven | no vent; it is ready to burst like new 
-assure you all that I hav committed no tells us of a gathering of the sons of God | nights Job opened his mouth and cursed | bottles. I will speak, that I may be re- 
"wrong, hav indulged in no crime. at their father’s, and Satan came also. | in very emphatic language his natal day, | freshed ” (Job xxxii, 19, 20°. According 

Judge Holland, in making his order | From this it would seem that Satan, as a | and put forward a great many whys and | to Elihu, theology is not an emanation 
upon my final report as assignee for Chap- | general thing, was too busy with his own | wherefores which are still whysand where- | from the brain, but halati 
man & Dunton, did me a great injustice, | affairs to att d hi 1 ; "" » See perenne 
which cast a gloom over my life from the 1 end his father's levees, or such | fores to all religiously-educated people who | irom an overloaded stomach; if science 
time it was served on me by my arch particular notice would not hav been taken | hav the honesty to doubt and investigate. | can discover some other way of expelling 
enemy, . ... I want the world to know that | 9f his presence at this time. And the Lord | One quotation will illustrate all the rest: | this gas from our priests and parsons our 
the following attorneys, who are now ar- | showed Satan marked attention, aud in- | ‘‘ Wherefore is light given to him that is | religious population will be healthier, as it 

' rayed Deed me, P rice aud J. È . True, | quired in the most friendly manner about | in misery, and lifeuuto the bitter in soul?” | must be confessed, if we believe Elihu, a 
wae pF y my awyers in the same | his wanderings, and does not seem to hav | (Job, iii, 20). This reflects on God's wis | priest or parson is no better than an open 

I trust, gentlemen, that you, in whose taken the slightest notice of the rest of his | dom and justice, and contains the insinua- | sewer. 

‘hands I hav placed [the execution of] the | Progeny. As the feast went on, Job’s God | tion that he is cruel without cause. How long Elihu would hav trifled with 
most solemn wish of my life, will not allow | became irrelevant in his remarks—too| From here io near the end of the book | time is uncertain had not Jupiter put in an 
yourselvs to be influenced by any outside | much soma juice, perhaps, or Satan may | it is pretty much repetition; Job's friends | appearance and demanded with contempt: 
and but ae placo me at rest dus aS | hav been twitting him with having no fol. | urging him, like Jesuitical father con- | ‘‘ Who is this that darkeneth counsel by 
ies olo thing. I have carefully Drepered lowers among the children of men. But|fessors, to make a clean breast of the | words without knowledge?" (Job xxxviii, 
myself, and as I lie before you in exactly the reporter has recorded nothing which | sins and follies he had been guilty of, | 2.) And Elihu does not seem to hav 
the: condition I desire to be buried, | led to his saying: '* Hast thou considered | over which, no doubt, they would bav re- | waited to giv his address, but must hav 

. place me as you find me, without disturb- | my servant Job, that there is none like him | joiced immensely. And they brought for- | skedaddled and hid in the scrub; or, as 
ing one article of my appare, T a o in this earth—a perfect and an upright | ward a great many orthodox arguments to | his oration was of a piece with the speeches ` 
tho oniy eiie A d et love de of my wile, man, one that feareth God and escheweth | prove that Job must hav committed some | of Job's friends, he would hav been fined 

I now want to say good by to you one evil.” To this Satan replied : “ Job is all | Alpine sins aud follies, or God, being | in the wind-up had Jupiter known where 

. and all, and to all of my friends. for the dollar, you hav bribed him to | a just God, would never hav used him so. { to find him, Jupiter challenges Job to 

** Here's a sigh for those who love me hypocrisy; but take away the possessions | I will giv a few quotations as samples of | debate the case at issue between them, but 

And a smile for those who hate, | With which you hav bribed him, and he | the comfort they gave Job: ** Remember, | instead of sticking to the question, which 
But whatever sky’s above me, will curse thee to thy face." To.use a | I pray thee, who ever perished, being in- | was certainly the justice or injustice of 
Here’s a heart for any fate.” sporting phrase, Satan had his father in | nocent? or where were the righteous cut | Job’s afflictions, Jupiter launches forth into 
: , : L. H. Hawxrss. the corner, and he had either to put up or | off? Even as I hav seen, they that plow |a windy description of creation and the 

[Weare deeply pained to learn of the many | shut up, and as old Jupiter had too much | iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the | elements, taking credit to himself, as he 
troubles and griefs of our friend, L. H. | grit to take backwater, he was obliged, | same. By the blast of God they perish, | goes along, for getting up the whole pano- 

. Hawkins, .and of his death. He was a man | much against his will, to giv Satan power | and by the breath of his nostrils are they | rama, and asks Job jf he knows how it was 
who riohly deserved a kindlier fate. His | over all Job's possessions, and no doubt | consumed” (Job iv, 7-9). ‘‘The wicked | done or where he was at the time. This 
hospitable home at Shakopee was always | this rascally father of p^litcians chuckled | man travaileth with pain all his days" | no doubt confused Job, as it was entirely 
open to the Freethought worker, and both | with Satanio glee over the way he had out- | (Job xv, 20). '*The light of the wicked | foreign to the case and something he had 
himself and Mrs. Hawkins delighted to aid | generaled his father. shall be put out, and the spark of his fire | lodged no complaint about. Jupiter then 
the cause of liberty and justice. Some] Without givingJob'sfamilytime totaper | shall not shine. * * * His strength | marches a whole battalion of animals be- 
years ago Mr. Hawkins became identified | off, Satan, with a four cornered wind, de- | shall be hungerbitten, and destruction | fore Job’s mental vision and dilates on the 
with the Topolobambo enterprise of A. K. | molished the house, and killed the whole | shall be ready at his side” (Job xviii, 5-12). | wonderful qualities of each as they pass; 
Owen, and he went to Mexico asthe attor- | drunken outfit, and with the aid of Sa- | ‘‘The triumphing of the wicked is short, | and it must be admitted it will require a 
ney of the Credit Foncier Company. He | beans, Chaldeans, and fire from heaven he | and the joy of the hypocrit but for a mo- | well-stretched poetic license to save 
soon became dissatisfied with the manage- | stole or destroyed the rest of Job’s posses- | ment ” (Job xx, 5). I hav given these | Jupiter from the accusation of gross 
ment of the colony, and returned to the | sions. It is probable there is a mistake | quotations at random, and all their lengthy | exaggeration. As a sample of special 
United States, having lost one of his sons | about the fire from heaven, as Satan had | harangs are of the same pattern, and it | pleading, Jupiter’s speech is a master- 
by small-pox while at Sinaloa. He stopped | too keen an eye to business to go to a for- | must be admitted that they are of a piece | piece, for Job’s boils and other afflictions, 

` st Tempe, Arizona, where he remained for | eign market for a commodity with which | with the cold comfort that is generally | which were the grievances Job had com- 
some time. Through all the changes of |.he was overstocked at home, according to | given by the orthodox to an unfortunate | plained of, were as entirely ignored as if 
fortune he stood erect, refusing to the last | priestly accounts. — man. Job will grant nothing of this and | they never had been, Jupiter knowing he 
to bend the knee at superstition’s altar. And it came to pass that Jupiter gave an- | maintains his honesty and integrity and | had no excuse for his conduct in the mat- 
He lived a free man, and such he died. | other ball, and Satan was again a guest. | impeaches God's justice and laments that | ter. Job, tired out, disgusted, and dis- 
May his surviving sons grow into man- | At this second party, Jupiter reproaches | kicking will do no good, as God, being so | couraged, as he well might be in such a 
hood emulous of all that was tender and | Satan with great bitterness for inveigling | much stronger, will beat him in the end. | court as this, begs off; and here the best 
noble aud true in the character and life of | him into the bet to destroy Job without | He reproaches his friends bitterly for | of Jupiter’s character is seen, for, to use a 
their father and their mother.—Ep. | cause. We hav’ here an open, unequiv- | taking sides with God against the right, to | law phrase, he renders a sweeping verdict 

T. 8] ocal confession from God's own mouth | curry favor—the same as the orthodox | in Job’s favor, with all expenses, and fines 

that he is acting unjustly or sinning, and | among ourselvs. I will giv a few of Job's | Job's friends, who had praised and flat- 

I hav always contended that God's actions | sayings: '*Behold, he taketh away, who | tered himself, for lying, seven rams and 
were all imperfect, and some of them {can hinder him? who will say unto him, [seven bullocks each. If Jupiter visits 
highly criminal, and felt highly indignant | What doest thou? * * ° For he break- | America and fines our pious, oily-mouthed 
thereat, but when I find him so conscience- | eth me with a tempest, and multiplieth my f liars like this, we will be obliged to be- 
stricken over his own shortcomings, and | wounds without cause” (Job ix, 12-17) | come vegetarians, as there will be no eat- 
confessing his sins with such open candor | ‘‘ Will ye speak wickedly for God? and | able beast left, even the pigs will go to the 
to his father confessor Satan, to tell the | talk deceitfully for him? Will ye accept | last grunter. Jupiter paid all loss and 
honest truth, I feel like forgiving him for | his person? will ye contend for God?” | damage sustained by Job and gave him 
all the evil he has done, and saying, ** De- | (Job xiii, 7, 8.) '*My face is foul with | twice as much as he had before, but 
part in pesce, but see that you don’t do it | weeping, and on my eyelids is the shadow | whether he brought the stock from heaven 
again.” Satan and the supper overcame all | of death. Not for any injustice in mine | or got Satan to steal them from some other 

Jupiter’s good resolutions, and, to use an- | hands” (Job xvi, 16,17). ** Behold, I ory | unoffending man the book does not say. 
other sporting phrase, Satan hauled in a | out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry} From the quotations given it is plain 
fat jack pot, for when this party broke up | aloud, but there is no judgment” (Job | that Job's Gad did not consider his actions 
he was armed with inquisitorial powers to | xix, 7. ‘‘God forbid that I should justify | perfect by any means. He lays claim to 
put Job to the torture. ‘‘And he smote | you: till I die í will not remove mine in- | great power and mechanical ability, but 
Job with sore boils from the sole of his|tegrity from me” (Job xxvii, 5). In{ frankly ackuowledges the injustice of 
foot to his crown.” Then this victim of a | Job's speeches we hav the doubting in- | some of his actions, thereby confessing 
set of drunken, gambling gods took a | vestigator who is beginning to think that | that he was imperfect, a sinner. And Job 
piece of a broken pot, and with the sharp | God is no better than he ought to be, but is | maintained throughout the book that God 
edge of the break scratched himself | afraid of God’s power; while in his friends | was unjust, and in the wind-up God con- 
withal. The reporter, not being up to his] we hav the utterances of genuin, abject | fesses that Job told the truth. And in 
business, does not inform us, but it is evi- | believers who, whatever their real opinions | fining Job's friends we can see that hypoo- 
dent from this that Job’s boils were of the | may be, through fear and selfishness are | risy was not one of the weaknesses of Job’s 
scarlet-colored variety, and the pain and afraid to giv voice to anything but the | God and that ho took no pride in being 
itch of them are intolerable. At this time | most servile flattery. Men of thie stamp | considered better than he was. In strong, 

Job's wife gave him excellent advice—to | thank God for cy¢lones, floods, accidents, | emphatic language, without reserve, he 
curse God and die. But Job seems to hav | and hard times, and the crawling &yco-| declares Job perfect; a perfect and an up- 
been as obstinate as a Scotchman, and was | phancy of their conduct never seems to | right man; a better being than himself; 

determined to hang on and see the thing | strike them, and the reason is obvious: | dispelling the priestly fable of original sin, 

through as long as he could sit in the ash- | They hav been taught to lie to God and and making it clear that if any son of God 
bin. Job’s three friends, hearing of his | about God from their earliest years, and | died it must hav been to expiate the sins 
misfortunes, came to see him under pre- | in this duplicity pickled generation after of his father, not of his brothers and sis- 
tense of condoling with him, but, as we | generation until they are hypocrits to the | ters; thus leaving that distorted delusion, 
find from the book, in reality to gloat and | marrow in their bones, and the word of | Christianity, without & foot to stand on, 

rejoice over his calamities. In solemn si- |an irreligious pickpocket is more reliable | and stamping the rest of our Bible a 

lence, to which the scraping of the pots- | than the oath of a pious Senator. forgery and a fraud and the God of Moses 

! herd as it rattled over the boils kept time, | Job’s friends, seeing that he will not! an overgrown impostor, Tom WALKER, 


The God of Job. 
Ravpip River, April 15, 1894, 

Mr. Epiron: My father and mother 
were Presbyterians of the most pro- 
nounced type, and with their lessons on 
election, predestination, man's free will, 
and effectual calling, they kept my youth- 
ful ideas in a state of chaotic eruption, like 
the seething waters of an angry geyser, 
and they insisted that the Bible held the 
key to all these mysteries, and obliged me 
to read a portion of it every day when a 
boy. When I grew to manhood I kept up 
this practice, until its mysteries became 
absurdities, and ever since I hav left to 
God the solving of his own puzzles. But, 
on account of its gauzy delusions, fog- 
bank pretensions, and granite-wall contra- 
dictions, I hav studied its pages a great 
deal since then, and, like the old Roman 
Infidel, I am surprised that two priests 
can look each other in the face at any of 
their pretentious ceremonies without 
laughing outright, and yet it never 
" dawned on me until a few days ago. that 
our Bible was the inspired word of two dis- 
tinct gods, with nothing in common be- 
tween them; but such is the case. The 
God of Job has no more resemblance to 
the God of Moses than a human being has 
to an octopus. The God of Job knows 
neither Jew nor gentile, creed nor color, 
bond nor free; the only line he draws is 
between the upright, fearless, truth-speak- 
ing man and the lying, whining, hypocrit- 
ical knave. If he visits America and sits 
in judgment on our sanctimonious hypo- 
grits, it will take every bullock and ram on 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 5, 1894. 


Ghildren’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tons for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
.That is known as the Children’s Hour.” , 


Contented Jim. 


Everything pleased our neighbor Jim, 
When it rained 
He never complained, 
But eaid wet weatber suited him. 
“ There never is too much rain for me, 
And this is something like,” said he. 


When earth was dry as a powder mill, 
He did not sigh 
Because it was dry. 
But said if be could hav his will 
It would be his chief supreme delight 
To liv where the sun shone day and 
night. 


When winter came, with its snow and ice, 
He did not scold 
Because it was cold, 
But said: ‘‘ Now, this is real nice; 
If ever trom home I'm forced to go. 
I'll move up north with the Esquimau.” 


A cyc' one whirled along i's track; 
And did him harm— 
It broke his arm, 
And stripped the coat from cff his back; 
" And I would giv another limb 
To see such a blow again,” said Jim. 


And when at length his years were to'd; 
Aud his body bent 
And his ¢trength all spent, 
And Jim was very weak and old: 
“J long hav wanted to know,” he said, 
How it feels to die "—and Jim was dead. 


The Angel of death had summoned him 
To heaven. or—well, 
I cannot tell; 
But I knew that the climate suited Jim; 
And vold or hot, it mattered not— 
It was to him the long-sought spot. 
—0. F. Pearre in American Youth. 


—,Éü — 


Across the Continent.— Continued. 


We reached the state line of Kansas 
sometime Sunday night, and on Monday, 
April 2d, we were in Colorado. At Pueblo 
we saw the sun rise in splendor. Pueblo 
is an odd-looking but pretty place, desti- 
tute of grass, as it seemed from the car 
windows. Iremembered that some of our 
children of the Corner lived in that place, 
and wondered if some of them might not 
be among the bright boys who were play- 
ing about the station. The railroad runs 
through the adobe region; and some of 
the houses of the Mexican village on the 
right, I noted, were made of adobe. The 
Mexiean women at this village appeared 
dressed in flaming colors of red and yellow, 
and the little children were gay as the 
plumage of Southern birds. Once in s 
while we saw a coyote running along 
through the wild cacti. The Mexican 
soap-plant dotted the sandy way, also, and 
in the midst of one wide, grassless stretch 
was the grave of some pioneer who had per- 
ished there afar from home and friends. 
His companions had made him a bed amid 
the sagebrush and cactus and inclosed it 
"with a wooden railing. But he sleeps as 
sweetly there as in a more pretentious 
spot, and the heavens smile as kindly 
above his resting-place there in the desert 
as they do upon the splendid mausoleum 
of the first Napoleon at Paris. 

Away to the left were seen the towering 
Spanish peaks and the snowclad Green- 
horn mountains loomed in majesty, while 
Pike’s Peak’s snowy top glistened amid the 
clouds, fourteen thousand feet above sea 
level. 

At Colorado Springs, which was our 
next station, I was glad to stop off a day 
and night, and found pleasant rooms with 
Mrs. Dilon on Pike's Peak avenue. I 
know our children belonging to the Cor- 
ner livin Colorado Springs, but I had no 
time to look them up, and they did not 
know I was to beintheir town a day and a 
night. Inquiry revealed that the manager 
of the Opera House is a reader of Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER, at least I was so informed; 
and I was sorry not to hav seen himself 
and family, as well as others whose letters 
hav appeared in the Corner. 

Colorado Springs is a lovely place with 
pure, invigorating mountain air. No 

manufacturing is allowed here, and no sa-- 
loons, consequently rioting and drunken- 
ness are unknown. Avenues are one hun- 
dred and forty feet wide, and every other 
street & hundred feet across, with ditches 


for the mountain streams on either side. 
The laws are rigid, and if the owner of 
a lot uses it for selling intoxicating liquors 
the land is forfeited, this being in the deed 
of sale, 

It was voting day, and the women were 
to vote for the first time under the revised 
Constitution. They were alert and activ, 
and were working for special favorits. 
The horses wore placards bearing this 
legend: ‘‘ Vote the straight Republican 
ticket.” Tuesday, April 3d, will always 
be a memorable day in the history of the 
women of Colorado. 

I looked over upon Cheyenne mountain 
where Helen Huut Jackson was buried 
amid the hills she loved so well. The 
heap of stones still marks the spot, but her 
body has been removed to a cemetery 
since Mr. Jackson’s marriage to her niece, 
When I inquired the reason for the re- 
moval of the remains of Helen I was told 
that too many people went there for picnics. 
Now, I would be glad to think when I am 
gone that friends would come and picnic 
near my grave. It would be pleasant to 
know they thought so much of me, and I 
would prefer they should eat, drink, and 
be merry than that they should weep in 
sorrow over my last earthly bed, 

I rode out to Manitou, six miles, The 
pretty town lies in a valley that penetrates 
the great range down through the foothills. 
The red rocks all around present a most 
singular and strange appearance, and at 
first you cannot see the town at all until it 
is suddenly revealed. There are a half. 
dozen or more mineral springs here on 
the banks of Fountain creek, the Navajo, 
Shoshone, and Manitou being among the 
more popular. The elevation at Manitou 
is 6,297 feet, about six hundred feet 
higher than Mount Washington in New 
Hampshire. In a sort of park surrounded 
by beetling cliffs and hills are many curi- 
ously formed rocks, red and yellow. 
Great caverns and mysterious paths are 
all around. In the Ute pass are the Mani- 
tou Grand eaverns, and the Cave of the 
Winds is another wild-looking and strange 
place. Between Colorado Springs and 
Manitou is a spot called **the Garden of 
the Gods,” with huge, fantastic rocks, red 
in color, guarding its entrance—a wild, 
romantic place. 

After chatting with Mrs. Dillon and 
viewing her poultry yard, noting her 
Plymouth Rocks and Brahma fowl, we 
bade good-bye to Colorado Springs and 
started again on our journey overland, and 
upgrade all the way, two immense engins 
puffing and pulling up the train. The 
rise in some places is four per cent, 
that is four feet to every one hundred, 
and the scenery is most impressiv and 
picturesque—a most wonderful part of the 
Rocky mountain region of Colorado. Up 
and away we climb through the Ute pass, 
the engins tugging harder and harder, pass- 
ing huge boulders that sometime had rolled 
down frem the top of strange peaks. 
Cascade City is the first station and then 
Raymond, two beautifal little villages in 
the mountains. We noted little houses of 
the prairie dogs, who with cunning in- 
stinct lay up food enough in autumn to last 
till warm weather comes again. 

We passed a **dug-out,"' forsaken now, 
probably, but once the home of man, a 
heap of earth with a wooden door. The 
earth is dug out, poles or logs put up and 
slats across, which are covered with mud 
or clay, which makes a comfortable but, 
I should think, a rather warm shelter, At 
Woodlawn Park, up in the mountains, we 
stopped for dinner. 

A gentleman, Mr. Wicks, of Colorado 
Springs, gave me much information as we 
rode on toward Cripple Creek, and told 
me, too, of the little Welsh pony his cebil- 
dren had for acomrade and friend—a little 
colt only forty-nine inches high, which can 
bow, kneel, and perform several other 


years, and the population is now between 
seven thousand and eight thousand. 
Passing the old stage place, a cleared lot 
where stages stopped before the tailroad 
was made, the whole toute is one of wild, 


in regal beauty below the peaks, which I 
watched in wonder and awe at the sublim- 
ity of the scene. 

At the Divide, not Continental, the water 


stream down to the Arkansas and the other 
opposit down to the River Platte. 
leaving the Divide, the way grows more 
and more picturesque and grand. 

The region is covered with fir and 

cedar trees. Among them are immense 
bowlders and wild, rocky ledges, and oc- 
easionally a small shed-like house appears, 
with a solitary man standing near the 
door. He has maybe taken up some land 
for a home, or has a cattle ranch, for herds 
of handsome cattle are grazing near by. 
- Our way is still cloudward, the cars sway 
from side to side, and go rocking like a 
cradle. Immense rocks are piled one 
upon another, and layers of stone reach 
high toward the skies, in.many weird, fan- 
tastic forms. Great, white flecks of clouds 
lie:upon air around the mountain peaks, 
presenting a picture beautiful and en- 
chanting as it is wild and strange. The 
day was clear, the sun shone brightly, and 
the sky was blue as blue can be. On either 
side castellated walls of red and gray rocks 
tower high, while mountain streams break 
through the patches and banks of pure, 
white snow. 

Talk about heaven, and the glories of 
the new Jerusalem! pearly gates and 
golden pavements! It all seems weak and 
puny compared with these hills and hol- 
lows, this grand and magnificent pano- 
rama. The scribes who wrote the Sorip- 
tures had never heard of the Rocky mount- 
ains, their golden sands, and the glory and 
grandeur that rest upon their lofty hights, 
never. And what apity. How much more 
intelligently might they hav written had 
they been better informed. 

At Florissent, I remembered letters that 
had been sent to the Corner, and looked 
out with tender love in my heart for the 
writers who live there, l 

Weird and broken shadows played along 
the rock-ribbed sides of the mountains, 
and my eyes continued feasting upon the 
constantly unfolding splendors and glories 
through which I rode. And when I thought 
there could be n thing newer or stranger, 
a sudden gleam of glory would leap out 
from the sun-kissed chasms in a blaze of 
new and greater magnificence. S, H. W. 


m 


Correspondence. 


Minneapouis, Minn., March 7, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixon: You can see by my 
address that I hav moved. I read the 
Corner every week. The school that I go 
to now is the Annex school. I hav been 
corresponding with a girl named Deta 
Hooper. My mamma used to write for 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER before she was mar- 
ried. Her name was O. n ay McCormack 
then. Mamma is sick in bed now, and it 
is very lonesome for my little brother and 
me when she cannot be about the house. 
Pap, tries to do for mamma and us both, 
but no one can take mamma’s place. Papa 
also used to write some for Tar TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

D..M. Bennett visited my grandpa on 
his return trip sround the world, when 
my mamma was a girl at home. 

I had the toothache very bad last night, 
also the earache. I hope you or any of the 
children that seat themselvs in your cosy 
Carner will never hav it, for it is very 


Well, as I can think of no more to say 
I will close. From your Freethinking 
friend, Buanouse Q. CHAMBERLIN. 


LWe hope your mamma will soon be 


‘on this beautifül Sunday morning (b 


glorious magnificence, the clouds floating 


begins io run in two directions, one 


After 


. and will be accomplished. 


well Please giv her our love.—Ep..- 


-Bronsron, KY., March 19, 1894, 

Dzar Miss Wixow: Several months hay 
passed since I last wrote to the Corner, fio 
osuti- 
ful from natural causes) I will again endea- 
vor to pen you a few lines. Just now 
Dame Nature is changing her frosty gar- 
ments for a cloak of green. The merry 
birds, the freshening air, the swelling 
buds, all herald the coming of spring, 
Soon the lovely flowers, nature's beautiful 
carpet-tacks, will begin to peep up here 
and there, on the rugged mountain, as well 
as in the sweet-scented meadow. There 
are a great many people in this neighbor- 
hood who would be, were we all Free- 
thinkers, outspoken Liberals, but the 
clergy keep them intimidated, and in order 
to gain popularity, they dance on one foot 
to Freethought and shufile with the other 
to Christianity. It is terrible to think of 
the many thick-skulled fanatics who are 
blindly groping in the unlighted, yawning 
abyss of ignorance and superstition. We 
hav a hard fight before us, but if we per- 
severe and hav patience, much good can 
] But there are 
some bigots that never will be reclaimed, 
They will not let the torch of reason light 
them out of the fathomless pit they hav 
fallen into. JEROME B. Brown. 


[Yes, perseverance and patience are 
needed in the Freethought camps.—Ep, 
C. 0.) 


Groree’s STATION, Pa., March 19, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrixow AND Faienps or 
THE Corner: I hav the pleasure once 
again to write to the Corner, I went toa 
Catholic church about two weeks ago, A 
priest from some other church preached, 
He raid if you wanted to win a victory, 
you were to pray; he said Moses prayed, 
and he was victorious; then he said he 
ceased praying and he was defeated Our 
school will be out in two weeks and three 
days. I will tell you about George’s Sta- 
tion. There are three houses and the 
station house, the store and the butcher's 
shop. "There is an oil pipe about a quarter 
of a mile from the station. up on the hill. 
Georges is down in a kind of hollow; the 
pipe got a leak in it and oil is running all 
over the road; it ran down to & hollow in 
the road and then it struck a crevice and 
ran down in the spring. At the store it is 
running all over evervthing about the 
place. The people who liv there are mov- 
ing away. The man living there has a 
large tauk sunk and he dipped two barrels 
of oil one day. The railroad runs just be- 
low our farm; we can see the train go by. 
Our school is very small now; a good many 
of the pupils hav quit, so {do not care 
about going. I never miss reading the 
Children’s Corner. Good-bye for this 
time, Yours for Freethought and reform, 

IRENE STOREY. 

N.B.—I would like if some of the boys 
and girls of the Corner would write to me. 
My address is: Irene Storey, George’s 
Station, Westmoreland county, Pa. 


[We hope Irene will not lose her interest 
in her school. The years at school are 
golden.— Ep. 0. C J 


SOMETHING NEW! 


A Freethought Romance Library. 


WARRANTED 70 PLEASE. 


Every Book Full of Freethought Sentiment 


Not a Dry, Tedious Page Allowed. 


It is publiched month!y at $150 a year; six 
copies, 75cents; single copy, 15 cents. 


THE LIBERAL PUBDIBHING CO. ° 


Address 
Et14 ortland, Kansas. 


U SeudoDiamond 
Dis æ ONLY $1.00. 


Tointroduce our new Anglo-American Goods, 
on receipt of $1.00 we will send, for sixty days, post- 
aid, one of our elegant Gold Filled Seudo Diamond 
ings, whichis equal in appearance to one that 
cost $50.00, Itisa beautiful piece of jewelry suit- 
able for either lady or gentleman and worn by some 
of the best people at full dress parties. Enclose 
with $1.00 a slip of paper the size of your finger and 
we will send the above by return of mail. 


AddressH.W.Sparling&Co.18&zoLibertySt.N.Y 


tricks. He has pienies with the children, 
eats his corn and then begs for sugar and 
cookies. If refused, he pulls off the table- 
cover and runs off with it. 


ton was placed on the other side, he soon 
found it, and opened thegate just the same. 
When the little boy was feeding the chick- 


ens, and did not giv the pony, whose.name. 


is Cute, any corn, he picked: him up and 
shook him out of his pantaloons. - 


Cripple Creek is a mining town, where a. 
thousand mines hay been opened in two 


He can open. 
the gate with his teeth, and when the but-. 


HOW WE ARE ABLE TO DO IT! 


f These spoons were made up especiauly f. r the World's Fair trade, by 


THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY Ltd., 
and were left on their hands. In order w dispose of them Quickly 
we make this unheard of offer. SOUVENIR >, DONS, 


SIX 
afier dinner coffee size HEAVY COIN SILVER 

with GOLD PLATED BOWLS. each spoon representing a 
different bu.iding of the World’s Fair. The handles are finely 
chased, showing read of Columbus, a.d dates 1492-1893 and @ 
wording “World’s Fair City."They are genuine works of $ 


£y FORMERLY art,making one of ihr finest souvenir enlicenons ever producede 
5E SOLDFOR Sold during the Fair for $9 OO; we now cffer the balance of 


this stock at ONLY 99c. Sent in elegant plush line ease properly 


Oy Le 


ie 


packed and express prepaid to any address, Bend Postai Note, or 
S Pe -Curreucy. Money cheerfully retunded if goods are not ns represented, 

SS Eeg LEONARD MF’G CO.,Sole Agents.Dep,A 219,20 Adams St., Chicego, Ill. 
What the “CHRISTIAN AT WORK” of New York. has to say in their issue ot March 22, 1894: 


S&S 0S 0-~<H-S6- 


evo oo v9 
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Books by Helen H. Gardener: 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by ] 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Traae Supplied at Spectat Discounts. 


S THS YOUR SON, HY 108] 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths op 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth, $81: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prive, cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands. 


SHORT STORIES. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Price, cloth $1. , | Paper, 50 cents. 
A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTS: 


A Splevdid Judge of a Woman The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Liok in the Chain—The Boler Honse 
ystery The Time-Lock of Our An- 

cestors — Florence Campbell's 
Fate—My Patient's Fate. 


. Price, paper. 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 


Pre'sce—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Conrt 
—Throw3 in With the City’s Dead —Àn Irre- 
spon ible Edueat;d COla:s—The Moral Re- 
sp^nsibillty of Woman. in Heredity— 
Wowsnasan Annex -Bex in Brain— 
Heredity in 't3 Relati n: to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
pozed Nati ‘nal Law 
--Lawsnit: rI eg- 
asy—Common 
Rense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 
Every Woman Should Read It 


and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


L K, Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating hnman condnct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence." Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Chnreh, ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Ohristian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think of 
rider 3 à i 
or trying to Indos the Deity to undertake a 
Crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
‘Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesns. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact! 
Price, 5 cents. 

Religions Problems, Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church, Price, 5 cents. 

APdress THE TRUTH SANAAB. 


Agents for The Truth Seeker. 
Alabama 
Loeb & Loeb, Montgomery. 
Arkansas q 


Davies & Son, 412 Main st., Little Rock. 
ornia 


Calif 
ape cee Exeter. 
ayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles, 
S.C. Blake, 508 Kearney st., San Fransisco. 
C. E. Duran, 334 Montgomery st., San 
Francisco,  . 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. 1st st., Los 
Angeles. . 
Max NewsStand, 102 N. Main, LosAngeles. 
J. E. Matthews, Eureka. 
inda Book torë, Los Angeles. 
aw regg, Broadway opp. Central 
Bank, Oakland. as 
8. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 
; . Canada 
P. C. Allen, 85 King st., Toronto. 
John McKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto. 
: Colorado 
J held nt & Co., 400 Harrison av., Lead- 
: ville. 
Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 
C. Smith & Son, 385 Larimer st., Denver. 
J. C. Richey, 309 Harrison ave., Leadville. 
Florida 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E, Bay st., Jacksonville. 
A. J. Gardner, Kissimmee. i 
Georgia 
Wm. Estill, Savannah. 
Illinois 
Brentano Bros. ,204 Wabash ave., Chicago. 
Chas. W. Curry, 183 Madison st., Chicago. 
Henry Fash, 516 W. Madison st., Chicago. 
Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 
Post-Office News Co., 98 Adams, Chicago. 


Iowa 
C. Deuell, Marshalltown. 
Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. 
Clarence Brown, Avoca. 
Indiana 
Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 55 Mass. av., In- 
dianapolis, 
Louisiana 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., NewOrleans. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
Massachusetts 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. . 
H. W. Smith, 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
Maine 
N.G. Fessenden, 484 Congress st, Portland. 
i Michigan 
Baker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 

H. Ullbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 
R. S. Squires, 24 Jefferson st., Muskegon. 
Minnesota 

W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th st., St. Paul. 
Parcher & Sacre, 8 3rd st., S. Minneapolis. 
| Montana 
D. J. Cavanah, Box 648, Missoula. 

; ‘ Missouri 
J. A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St. Joseph. 
E. F. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Philip Roeder, cor. 4th & Olive, St. Louis. 
a New York 
S. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 
Brentano Bros., 5th ave. & 18th st., N. Y. 
L. Jonas & Co , Astor House, New York. 
Mr. Goldberg., 72 Canal st., New York. 
E. J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
C. Ryan, 133 Western Boulevard. 
J. H. Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 
W. Winhem, 388 Keap st., Brooklyn. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
R. Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 
W. H. Leonard, 91 Congress st., Troy. 
Best & Co., 8 Chestnut st., Buffalo. 


New Jersey 
F. Braithuit, 91 Belleville av., Newark. 
W. Walz, 87 Bremen st., Newark. 


Nebraska 
J. I. Freubauf, Omaba. 
G. A. Howe, York. 
J. S. Stott, So. Omaha. 


Ohio 

L. C. Collins, 110 So. High st., Columbus. 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O. Box 700, Cincinnati. 
Larwood, Day&Co., 259 Superior, Clevel’d. 
N. Hexter, 342 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Standard News Co., 14 W. Tusce st, Canton. 
Alf, Warren Co, 217 Central ave, Cincinnati. 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 


Oregon 
Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 
W. E. Jones, 291 Alder st., Portland, 
Handley & Haas, 150 1st st., Portland. 
Pennsylvania 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st.. Phila. 
R. Staley, Wood and 4th ave., Pittsburgh. 
Rhode Island 
H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 


Providence. 
Tennessee 


D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 


. Texas 
E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
J. R. Humphrey, Waco. 
F. Ohlendorf, Galveston. 
Utah 
Margett Bros., 76 Main st., Salt Lake City. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
Virginia 
Mrs. E. D. Slenker, Snowville.* 
E. J. Brady, Richmond. 
' Washington 
O. B. Reynolds, 420 No. L st., Tacoma. 
J. F. Riggs, Seattle. 
E. Skamser, Buckley. 
Sutton & Allairs, 104 So. 2d st., Seattle. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABOOOK, Price, 15 cents. 


Hs THUMBSCREW AND RACK xscnoxaxn. 


12 COPIES OZ 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 


The Holy Inquisition. 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thnmbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack,the Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks 
the Heretic C.tcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Witten, & Mouth-pear (gag). Tron Masks recommended 
by the Inqnisition, Breaking and, Burning on the Wheel, the Ducking Oage, the Ohastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgiu Up to ato the Execntion Bell, etc. : 

“T used to read in booka,” says Colonel Ingersoll, ` how onc fathers persecuted mankind ButI 
never appreciated it. Lreadit, baitit did not bnrn itself into my son!. Idid not realy appreciate 
tio jofamies that have bsen committed in the name of religion until Isaw the iron arguments thas 

hristigns used. ] Hn 1 
rice, 10 Cents per Copy. = = 12 Copies for $1.00 € 
BUX A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCATIUER THEM AMONG YOUR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 
Address THE | RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he won!d give $25 & 
gear to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue t the ministers showed how little valne Ohristianity 

gosses menm 
pose have Just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


‘£ Crimes of Preachers” 


Shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial condnot. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years abont 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTYX 
of one kind or another of criminal condnot. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tho weakness and 
the strength of the church—“the church” meaning of course the 


PA | 
nergy, : : 3 
. Notwithstanding the many additions] p&ges, we have kept the 


SN “ 

A E 
TN G mr 

same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the chnrch- à Lo w, 


price t 

men. Bhow them jnst what sort of scamps are the clergy who have : 7 

Xused the World's Fair on Sunday; because it is so holy a day that to look npon machinery of 
r 


vaintings in this period is * immo 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. © 


REDUCTION IN PRICE .OF A GREAT BOOK, — 


Peur 


i | 


With the eighth edition e 
Winwood Reade's "' Martyr. 
dom of Man," the cost of 
production has been fes 
sened so that we can redute 

the price from $1.78 te 


$1.00. 


The book has had a phenomena] sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener”, 
Men, Women, and Gods” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of id The. " * 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


ts a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history. showing what the race has npdergone 
—ts mariyrdom--in he rise to ita present plane. ItsLows how War and Religion have been oppror: 
8 


sive factors in man’s strnggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some’ 150 pages, describe: 
‘ntellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the anthor conceives would be s religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 
Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Al dria, 
VV AR. pieribians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the Arabs. onlans, Alexandria, the 
The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Propheta. 
RELIGION. oraracter of Jesus “the Christiana Arabia, Mecca Character of Mobam. 
PE med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Central Africa. 
Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town. the 
Lı BERT e Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portnguese Discoverers the Slave Trada, 
Abolition in Enrope, A olition in America, Materials of Human History. 
; Animal Period of the Earth, Origin of Man, and Early Histo 
ITELLE a WA of Universal History, The Pature of the Human Race, e 
Migion of Reason and Love. 
"vios reduced from $1.76 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place, New York. 
RELICION A CURSE, 
RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. 
Dedicated to the Amertoan Congress, of 1892. which for the sake of Keltgton, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World,s Fai 
on Sunday—anjact which practically unite i thegov .roment.and the Christian chah B EMITE 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the Honse of Representatives against Sunday elosing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems hy Mr. Putnaw, which have never hefore heen pnt in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Fame; a p.em written for the o ening erercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thonght Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shnt the Door (& poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 

. The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of tt e religion 

Which gramps and Tortora the ae of ie people of this conr try. - shouid be dee widely. 
V en commended in the highest terms as it appeared in Taz TRUTH SEEKER and we hope eve 

reader will bny a copy to lend his neighbor and aronse thonght. P sy 


Price % cents; Five coptes Jor 81. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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Jfew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TaurH Senker Company, at the price 
named. 


Three Excellent Pamphlets. 


THUMBSOREW AND RACK. 

When you hear a person say that Chris- 
tianity has helped civilization and then 
hear him go on to tell how much good it 
has done, just hand him a copy of George 
E. Macdonald’s ** Thumbserew and Rack.” 
Let him read it, and if he does not turn 
away in sickening diegust and shuddering 
horror he will be less than human. He 
ean but revolt at & system that evolved 
such instruments of cruelty, such hor- 
rible evidences of malignity, such devil- 
ish implements for the purpose of en- 
forcing acceptance of Christian dogmas, 
and close his eyes with a moan of anguish 
and sympathy for those who suffered from 
the barbarity and brutality of a system 
that still holds human beings in the bonds 
of ignorance. 

If, after reading the book and viewing 
the illustrations, he should still, by any 
manner of means, consider the Bible a 
good, reliable book and the veritable word 
of God, just call his attention to 

THE BIBLE INQUIRER. 

This is a key to Bible investigation, and 
its author has done a noble work and con- 
ferred a benefit upon the world in pre- 
senting this book to the public. It is one 
of the most useful of books, a handy vol- 
ume to carry in the pocket and upon occa- 
sion to be used in confounding the igno- 
rant and bigoted. It is indeed an eye- 
opener, and whoever reads it cannot, in 
all conscience, continue to take stock in 
the ‘‘ Book of Books.” If he did, he 
would at once be rated by all intelligent 
persons as non compos mentis. 

THE GIANT DELUSION. 

The old fetiches get a good many hard 
knocks, first and last, from the level- 
headed and strong-minded and among the 
hardest hits may be counted Otto Wett- 
stein’s strong and sturdy blows at the old 
superstitions that every now and then 
appear in various forms and new dresses. 

Mr. Wettstein is a reasoner and brings 
in his evidence in such a way that one is 
obliged to see the facts of the case. ‘‘The 
Giant Delusion’? deserves to be widely 
read, and no doubt will be; and if the 
author’s arguments can be refuted he and 
all others will be glad to know it. 

Susan H. Wixon. 
d e. 


Woman: Four Centuries oF PROGRESS. 
A lecture delivered at the Freethinkers’ 
International Congress at Chicago, Ill., 
October, 1893. By Susan H. Wixon. 

A noble address by a noble, womanly 
woman. It should be read by every 
woman and every man. Especially excel- 
lent to place in the hands of women who 
are members of the churches, Price 10 
cents.— Progressive Thinker. 


THUMBSOREW AND Raog. Torture imple- 
ments employed in the fifteenth and six- 
teenth centuries for the promulgation 

' of Christianity. By Geo. E. Macdonald. 

' A concise, graphic account, with pic- 

torial illustrations, of the instruments of 

torture used by churchly inquisitors to 
convert or destroy heretics and Infidels, 

Price 10 cents.—Progressive Thinker. 
The American Israelite, a paper printed 

in Cincinnati. Ohio, and now in its fortieth 

volume, in its issue of March 8th makes a 

two-column extract from ** Woman: Four 

Centuries of Progress,” and speaks in its 

editorial lines after this fashion: ‘‘In 

Chicago and outside thereof none dared to 

burst this bubble of Christian love except 

those Freethinkers in their Congress. 

And there even, we know only of one 

courageous woman—her name is Susan H. 

Wixon—who argued clearly and boldly to 

the point. It was the heel of Achilles in 

Christian history which she struck. 

** TEACHER.” 

AsnRAHAM Lincoun: Was He A CHRISTIAN? 
By John E, Remsburg. Truth Seeker 
Co., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


The motto of Chas. Bradlaugh was 
** Thorough." Mr. Remsburg may as fairly 
wear it on his escutcheon—if he has one. 
The question as to Lincoln’s religious 
belief was raised by one of his biog- 
raphers, Dr. Holland, and seemingly 
would not down, but Mr. Remsburg’s book 
is based on fifteen years work in collecting 
evidence from over one hundred and 
twenty witnesses, and as the ratio is one 
hundred to twenty that Lincoln was not a 
professed Christian, not accepting its vital 
and distinetiv dogmas, it looks as though 
Mr. Remsburg had thoroughly settled the 
question, but such matters are becoming 
perhaps impossible to settle when the 
status of a man to-day, like Dr, Briggs, 
himself claiming to be a Christian, is in 


dispute. Mr. Remsburg’s effort to find 
out the truth has discovered many interest- 
ing bits of biography of Lincoin hardly 
to be found in other and more pretentious 
works.—Dr. Foote's Health Monthly. 

Dynamic THeory or LirE anp Minp. 

From a long, critical, and appreciativ 
review by Stephen H. Allison in the 
Agnostic Journal we take the following 
excerpts: 

*'The Dynamic Theory of Life and 
Mind,” by Mr. James B. Alexander, is a 
careful work, which must hay cost its au- 
thor a considerable amount of time, and. 
involved a vast amount of research—in 
fact, it may, without exaggeration, be 
called a veritable ‘‘Bible of Science.” 
This volume, which extends to 1,067 pages, 
is embellished with over four hundred 
illustrations, and the extremely full and 
accurate index leaves absolutely nothing 
to be desired. The author has ably mar- 
shaled an immense array of facts in sup- 
port of his thesis that ‘‘all organic beings 
are both constructed and operated by the 
dynamic agencies of their respectiv en- 
vironments.” In order to prove his point, 
Mr. Alexander has roamed over the whole 
field of physical science, and has requisi- 
tioned the works of such leading writers 
and thinkers as Agassiz, Bain, Bastian, 
Binet, and Fere, Charcot, Darwin, Draper, 
Geddes, and Thomson, Haeckel, Huxley, 
and others too numerous to mention. ' ' ° 

Embryology and the comparativ devel- 
opment of man and other animals are 
treated by Mr. Alexander in an elaborate 
and exhaustiv manner, The statement, 
that it would require an expert to discrim- 
inate between the human embryo of four 
weeks and that of a horse, ox, dog, or 
rabbit at its corresponding stage of devel- 
opment, will not create any surprise after 
looking attentivly at the illustration after 
Haeckel which is reproduced representing 
the embryos of fish, chick, hog, and man 
at various stages of development. The re-: 
semblance at an early age between the 
embryos of .such different animals is truly 
remarkable, and the illustration speaks 
more forcibly than words. A chapter is 
devoted to the consideration of rudimen- 
tary organs in man, showing his kindred 
with the ‘‘ beasts that perish;" and I would 
specially recommend this chapter for pe- 
rusal to all devotees of the **design argu- 
ment." In the sixth chapter ten valuable 
and extensiv tables are given from 
Haeckel’s ** Evolution of Man." The tes- 
timony of geology is then marshaled in 
ten chapters, which furnish a completé' 
armory of facts on the subject, sufficient 
to prove that in the vast geological periods, 
with their diversity of conditions, there 
was ample time for the development of the 
different species of plant and animal life 
which now exist on this planet. The sur- 
vey of the geological history of organic 
life proves conclusivly ‘‘that there has 
been general progress in the types of life 
from the beginning to the end.” * * > 

Among other important chapters, that 
on '* The Origin of Sex” calls for special 
Study, as it embodies the result of recent 
researches by Geddes and Thomson, and. 
other authorities, on this subject. Mr. 
Alexander then makes an incursion into 
the field of physics, and reviews in succes- 
sion the various forces of nature. In his 
chapter on ‘‘ Crystallization " there is the 
following pregnant passage, which ex- 
presses the views which he has been led 
to hold by his preceding investigations: 
** Since we hav got a habit of talking of 
the mineral kingdom and of the organic 
kingdoms, we are apt, inadvertently, to 
get a half impression that these are inde- 
pendent departments of nature, in which 
the materials used and the laws governing 
‘their movements and arrangements are 
different and independent. It is our first 
duty to rid ourselvs of this false impres- 
sion, and to come toa realization of the 
fact that nature is only one. We may call 
it alla mineral kingdom, if we choose, in 
which we are to consider every organic 
body asa lot of minerals arranged in a 
particular form, and, therefore, liable to a 
particular set of reactions. Or we may 
call it all an organic kingdom, in which 
case the so-called minerals become organic 
bodies of simple constitution." The limits 
of space forbid my dealing further with 
this book, which covers such multifarious 
subjects as the senses, on each of which 
there is a separate chapter; the compara- 
tiv anatomy of the brain, and functions of 
its several parts; memory, conscience, the 
will, sleep, hypnotism, animal intelligence, 
telepathy, language, the ego and multiple 
ego, consciousness, theological considera- 
tions, energy and ether, force and form, 
and many other topics too numerous even 
to mention. 1 advise all who wish to hav 
a complete scientific education to purchase 
and read ‘‘The Dynamic Theory of Life 
and Mind.” 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 
Price, 10 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPI TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursnit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Nou of Intellectnal, Moral, and Socia 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Dnty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: 2 ; 
Boox L—PrxASUBE: Chap. L.-Sonrces of Pleasure. Chap. IL—Material Pleasures. Chap. IIT. 
Ideal Pleasure: Chap IV —Social Pleasures. hap. V.—Pleasures of the Savage, the 
; Barbarian and the Civilized. Chap. VI — Genesis of religions. Chap. VII.—Ohristianity. 
Boox IL—IwTELLEOTUVAL DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. Ll Purpose of life. Ohap, IL —Material Pleasures. 
Chap. IL1.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. -—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Ohap.—V. 
Taési Pleasures: Character. Chap. Vi.—Social Pleasures. Chap. Vil. Pedagogical Dov. 
Potism. 
Boox WI.—Morau DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. L—Morality. Chap. 11.—Material Pleasures: Prudence. 
hap. I[I.—Material Pleasures: Refinement. QOhap. IV.—ldeal Pleasures: Foresight, 
Chap. V.—[deal Pleasures: Civilization. Ohap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VY 
Caused by Rëstraint. ] 
Book IV.—Soo1an DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. I.—Progress. Oaap. II.—Protection, Capitalism, and 
ocialism: Respestivly 2n Actual, an Imminent, and a Proposed Violation of Individual 
Sovereignty. Chap. IIL —Oondition of Agriculture. Ohap. IV. Public Schools, the 
Mene: ne Tekel of Bocialism. Ohap. V.—Province of Government. Ohap. VI.—Our 
oci isorder. : 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable produotion which have been rend ered b 


ice 


men who arein eVery way qualified as judges of books: 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with- 
out mu^h thought whether the ice is thin or not. It answ.rs the greatest question—What is the 
us +, object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum. of life, and the real cause and motive of progress? 


—by one word, Pleasure!—Thaddeus B. Wakeman, z ; j : 
He sharply attacks, alco, modern methods of education, and in this-he is most abundantly 
borne out by the facts, an i his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 


curious and suggestive one.—Wew York Commercial Advertiser. ae 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded seutence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with words for lack of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can read this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. Itis a work of common-sense Socialism. ‘The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear ani incisive, bnt for 
is bold, honest sayings.—L K. Washburn. 
After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 


Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. i 


Adiress . THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayeste Pl., New York N. Y. 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H, WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living; What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice. 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, j 
What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, 


l 2 ciety. and Honor, 
Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value ot Wealth. 
Conduct; or Right Doing if i 


c A. e. varice, Not a Means to Life's 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? 4 


Best End, 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, : Good Nature, one of Life's Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, iis nes 


Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect . Reason and Free Inquiry. 

‘emperance and Intemperance, Foolish ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- R oe Dites A Free Frens, i 

ous? EN nger, the Distorter, ights o imals 

Cultivation of Individuality, | The Angel of Forgiveness Rights of Children, | 
Character, a Jewelof Great Price, Observation a Great Facuity Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseveran«e, the Friend of Man, | Man. f 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Sne- Moral Oleanlines: 


Value of a Trade, cess, Politeness. The Gentleman 

Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 

Games of Chanes, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 

Truth and Falsehood, h:ghway, Best Society, 

What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power of Will, isdom. . 


Fraud a Crime, Courage, & Necessity to Right 
The Poison of Slander, Living. . 

Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of ber father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: i ae 

As with the physical, so with the ethical., A belief, as yet fitful and partial, ts veginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there 18 an tndissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
tnezorabie destiny, A law whioh auer eth not — H FOE Spencer. 

ving is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest 
noblest of the ‘Arts.—Thomas Starr King. p bod ipio: VITSE ORNAR ee 


Right Living” is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
f PRICE, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 23 Lsfayetto P.as3, New York. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham's reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 

eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-wortings, and supernatural pad- 
ng are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 
ane m x In Q onera 

e Chemical Aspect. y the Lungs 
The Sun. By the Paeys 


Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? : 


Sin and Salvation. 

The tcclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. 

Visions—Bible Dreams— Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. : : 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the ; 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life, 


The Mind. 


The Christian Era. Every Man HE Own God. i 
i ife— . ateways to Knowledge. . 
OPNS Tor Coppie : The Tables (Moral Whence They Spring. 
Tho Master Tiggnes. | Rules for Human Conduct 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Food and Food-Substances. Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind 
: Map of Theological Hetrogression. 


Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 
Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo.. 
In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 36 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Gems of ¢ 


Tus strongest frailty of a feeble mind is 
revenge.—Juvenal. t 


Tum most dangerous robbers are those 
who know how to plunder the people by 
law.— Galveston News. 


He who glorifies his ancestry is an aris- 
tocrat, but he who glorifies his progeny is 
a noble-man.—<Katherine Mabley Cor- 
bett. 


Ir is idle to attribute the destruction of 
superstition to the Reformation. Protes- 
tants were as superstitious as Catholics, — 
Henry Thomas Buckle, : 


Nay, never falter; no great deed is done 
By falterers who ask for certainty. 
No good is certain, but the steadfast mind, 
The undivided will to seek the good; 
"Tis that compels the elements, and wrings 
A human musie from the indifferent air. 
The greatest gift a hero leaves his race 
Is to hav been a hero. 

—George Eliot. 

A GovERNMENT founded upon anything 
except liberty cannot and ought not to 
stand. All the wrecks on either shore of 
the stream of time—all the wrecks of cities 
and nations, are & warning that no nation 
founded on slavery can live. From sand- 
enshrouded Egypt, from the marble wil- 
derness of Athens, from every fallen stone 
of mighty Rome, comes a wail—a cry: 
** Nonation founded onslavery can stand.” 
—A, Q. Ingersoll. 


OnxED and faith are antagonistic terms, 
for we can feel no need of creed unless we 
doubt the power of truth. The truth can 
never be put into a creed, because the 
truth is infinitand creeds arefinite. Every 


sect has been the result of this attempt. A. 


society with a creed is a sect, and what is 
worse, a sect bound to error; for, even ifa 
ereed could be framed broad enough to 
express the truth to-day, it would fail to 


express the truth to-morrow. Faith isfree- . 


dom, creeds are fetters. As for those peo- 
ple who are tired of ‘‘ freedom" and ‘‘ de- 
mocracy,” an ethical society would not 
seem to be the place for them; the holy 
Romau Catholic church affords a warm 
fireside for those who cannot bear the 
fresh, clear air of freedom.—Jsaac Hull 
Platt. i 


We begin to get the large point of view, 
When our great principles run into com- 
mon life, we know that we hav realized 
their measure. Elsewise they are eidolons, 


dreams, vague offerings, unjoined outlines ! 


and patches and dashes of inharmonic 
color. 
erty. What is the quality of this liberty? 
It shifts, it is up or down, with every indi- 
vidual you meet, so that, until we know 
the individual fully, we do not know the 
quality of his **liberty." Freedom of con- 
science? It was one thin 
liams, another to the Quakers, another to 
the Puritans; it is freedom within Chris- 
tian lines to many to-day, or freedom 
within present social principles. Beyond 
that the offender finds only wilderness.— 
` Horace L. Traubel. 


No practice is commoner with small- 
minded folk than that of trying to knock 
- down persons of an opposit way of think- 
ing by hurling at them some big, unpop- 
ular name of mysterious import. A man 
takes & broad, unitary view of the uni- 
verse, and immediately some little word- 
monger launches at him, ** Pantheist!” No 
epithet is more grossly misused in this way 
than that of '' Materialist.” Every one 
whose reasoning follows closely the visible 
order of things, and who refuses to accept 
unverifiable assumptions, is immediately 
branded Materialist. But does it not look 
as if the epithet might be retorted with far 
more justice? The most obvious criticism, 
it seems to me, of those who take what 
they call s spiritual view of life is its ex- 
ceeding unspirituality. Such folks, in gen- 
eral, hav only the grossest, most infantil 
notions of spirit.— Wm. H. Johnson. 


Tr is no light thing to hav secured a live- 
lihood on condition of going through life 
masked.and gagged. To be compelled, 
week after week and year after year, to 
recite the symbols of ancient faith and lift 
up his voice in the echoes of old hopes, 
with the blighting thought in his soul that 
the faith is a lie, and the hope no more 
than the folly of the crowd; to read hun- 
dreds of times in a twelvemonth, with 
solemn unction, as the inspired word of 
the Supreme, what to him are as meaning-. 
less as the abracadabras of the conjuror in 
8 booth; to go on to the end of his days 
administering to simple folk holy rites of 
commemoration and solace, when he has 
in his mind at each phrase, ‘‘ What dupes 
are thesesimple folk, and how wesrisomely 
counterfeit their rites"; and to know 
through all that this is to be the one busi- 
ness of his prostituted life, that so dreary 
and hateful a piece of play-acting will 


make the retrospect of his last hours—of a ; 
truth here is the very abomination of deso- : 


lation of the human spirit indeed.—John 
Morley. 


Thought. 


Every American believes in lib-. 


to Roger Wil- | 
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FOR. 
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Complaints 
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sore wire Bruises 
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USE i 
POND? 
EXTRACT 
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It will Gure. 
OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 

. Thombscrew and Rack. Illustrations sve- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. : 

Pen-Pictures of the World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 

i By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of Tue TRuTH 
Seeker. Paper, 15 cents. 

; Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

} By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. 

| Bell. Cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 

Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 

: qua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 

Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 

Statesmauship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper. 50 cents. — . 

; The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 

Ide: to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 

| Cloth, 81; paper, 50 cents. 

: Resurrection of Jesns. By Don Allen. 

! Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 

l H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents . 

and State. By Matilda 
oth, $2; leather, $3. 


Woman, Church 
Joslyn Gage. ch 

The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. z 

Woman: Fonr Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 
Fonr Hundred Years of Freethought. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant binding, over one hundred por- 
traits. $5. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—0— 


Ancient Votces 
from the Spirtt 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price. ---- $1.50. 


i 


feres THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


by Bev. à. T. Fox. M.A. 
Address thin offien 
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Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
: Issues or 1891.— $8. . 
Price. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891....................- $0 25 


(OC) SRE liia n eS erty 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- ime 
vU PERET E MNT EE 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- ln 
De0b.: ..... 5 dece ia 2odiro eret 
Christian Absurdities. John Peok........... 920 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire........ . 10 
eCrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 95 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
son. Robert O. Adams .................. 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- ik 
nam. 
The Higher Oriticigm in Theology and Re- k 
x 0 
25 
40 
10 
10 
25 
50 
25 
15 
itman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. m 

OGLOE, «c. eoru ese cr dns sneoice cnceensey ae 
Oandle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. A 

O) a Fee E EO 0 
The Holy Bible Abridged 80 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 

WB DOL Hisense. rrere erra Y Een En Ra 10 

Issues or 1898.— $8. 
Thomas Paine "indicated. Ool. Robert 
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The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
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Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 

. E. DES E TE 25 
Resurrection of Jesus... .....es.nnereesecere 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 50 

gion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. . Putnam. ........ 85 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
Tue Tots SEEKEB............ ...-.. 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 
John E. Remsburg............... esee 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. S.P. Putnam................... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine........ s. — 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
MEA Sigler rr INE aie Sa e 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein............ 10 
Bible Inquirer. A.Jacobson .. .......... 95 
Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent...............- eese 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
ib en OPPIE E T E 10 
Issues or 1894. — $3. , 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Welt-Contradiotion. ofthe Bible. W. H. Burr 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted 
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POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AGOOUNT OF 
Vionrs of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Danar, «0 ^enfa* alnth. 7 aant 


Wettstein's : Repair : Department. 


BEREA, Ogio. 
Orro WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.. Bro. Material- 
tst: The watch sent you a short time ago for 
overhauling was received in just three and a half 

days from the time it left this station. | 

t was put into A No.1 shape aud is running 
fine. I wish to compliment you on your manner 
of doing business and will assure you that when 
have o:her work in your line to bedone you 

shall have it. A. E. Smrra. 


Watches can be safely sent by mail or express 
and I pay charges one way. I have personaliy 
managed my repair department for 34 years an 
no watch'is permitted to leave my establishmen 
until in perfect order and closely regulated, 

PRICE LIST. 

Cleaning, $1; Springs, $1; jewels, $1; or thre 
$1 jobs at $2.50. 

l work warranted one year. Liberal dís- 
counts to agents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL J5|DWPBLISER. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


he Freethought Badge. 


T 
The I li . 
pEsionenor {Bie et ion 


Send for price-lists, tracts, etc., free. 
Mention Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


Rad cele, Wental and Physical D 
gend who are desirous of bein 
ats pi 
Ej D riptio: 
iscovery—an Oute 
ward Application—a positive cure--the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo 


cess, Address, DR. R. p, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw thisadver. Vineland, N J. 


tI wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trast the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their pesonage and not waste their 
is and money on Obristian doctors.—Dr. Fer 


JYot for Parsons. 


Sex what womau has accomplished un- 
der adverse circumstances and with only 
one rib to start on.—Galveston News. 


Tract distributor: ‘‘ Are you walking in 
the straight and narrow way, sir?" Har- 
dened sinner: ‘‘ No, sir; there are lots of 
crooks in this street.”"—Life. 


TEACHER: ‘Osan any little boy tell me 
why St. Peter is always at the gate?" 
Johnny Ferguson: **T reckon he's a-layin' 
n dose fellies w'at robbed him ter pay 

au. 


‘Waar did the children of Israel do 
after they came goa the Red Sea?” 
asked a New-York Sunday-school teacher. 
‘*Dried their clothes, I s'pose," replied 
Tommy Amsterdam. 


An eloquent sentence from the sermon 
of a young and zealous minister: ** Here 
stands Mother Church-one foot firmly 
planted on the earth, the other pointed 
toward heaven.” —Life, 


Lrrrug Minune had been told by her 
motherthat God never slept. One night, 
after praying God to care for them while 
they slept, she finished with, **And 
now, God, do try and get a little rest for 
yourself." 


Fonp mother: ** And has mamma's an- 
gel child been a peacemaker to-day?" 
Mamma's angel child: '*Yes'm; Tommy 
Tuff was a-lickin’ Willie Whimpers, an’ [ 
jumped in an’ licked the stuffin’ out o’ both 
of ’m,”—Philadelphia Record, 


‘*My boy," said a certain Methodist 
minister, ‘‘is the most truthful little fel- 
low that ever lived.” **I believe it," an- 
swered Mr. Brown; ‘‘I’ve heard it said 
that the suppressed qualities in the father 
always crop out in the son.”—ZLondon 
Freethinker. 


Mss. Surmson: ** y little boy has been 
very wicked to-day, e’s got into a fight 
and got & black eye.” The Rev. Dr. 
Drowsie: ‘‘So I perceive. Willie, come 
into the other room and I will wrestle in 
prayer for you.” Willie: **You'd better 
go home and wrestle in prayer for your 
at ne boy. He’s got two black eyes,” 
—Life, 


Exper Barry: '* Wal, deacon, how'd 
the revival go?" Deacon Jones: **Splen- 
did! We gotall the young folks in town so 
wrought up about eternal damnation that 
they've pledged themselvs to giv up dano- 
ing, card-parties, singing secular songs, 
and all sorts of godless amusements, for 
life." Elder Berry: ‘‘O deacon! Your 
heart must swell within you to think how 
much you've done to make life happy for 
unthinking youth."— Puck. 


** PuTER LOMBARD," writing on the sub- 
ject of the burial of amputated limbs in 
the churchyard, cites the Rev. R. M. H. 
as writing of an old Lincolnshire woman 
who came to him some years back. When 
she brought her son’s finger in a tiny coffin: 
to the vicar, she said, ''Thou knaws, sir, 
as the Lord's host'll be main an’ throng 
(very busy) 8 putten foalks tegither i’ the 
resurrection morn, an’ A reckon it doant 
beseem such as we to send ’em a ram- 
mockin an’ a ravin about (running hither 
and thither, and turning things over), if so 
be as we can put the bits handlike for 'em 
inhísownground."—ZLondon Freethinker. 


THE JAFFA AND JERUSALEM RAILROAD. 


A little double iron track, 
A station here, a station there; 
A locomotiv, tender, tank, 
A coach with patent swinging chair; 
A postal car and baggage too, 
A platform of the Miller make, 
With buffer, duffer, chain, and spike, 
And nobby automatic brake. 
Such is the pride of orient hordes, 
And Syria’s brightest modern gem, 
The railroad train that snails along 
"Twixt Jaffa aud Jerusalem, 


Beware, O sacred mooley cow, 

The engin when it rings its bell ! 
Beware, O camel, when you hear 

The whistle's sharp and warning swell! 
And, nativ of the Holy Land, 

Unused to modern travel’s snare, 
And soothed by guileful taffy talk, 

The awful peanut boy beware! _ 
Else, trusting to his words and wares 

Thou may’st hav reason to condemn 
The style of traffic that prevails 

"T wixt Jaffa and Jerusalem. 


And when, oh, when the bonds fall due, 
How vexed and wroth will wax the state; 
From Nebo’s mound to Nazareth, 
The cry will sound, ‘‘Repudiate,” 
From Hebron to Tiberius, 
From Jordan’s banks unto the sea, 
Will swell the chorus loud and long, 
Against that ** monopoly }” 
The horny-handed shepherd swain, 
Oppressed by bonded stratagem, 
Will curse the corporation line, 
"Twixt Jaffa and Jerusalem, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 5, 1894 


ÈZ 


T i 


6 Bag 


wi 
KALWI 


[0 


NU 
lh I 


uh 


Ii f 
Ha 
T 


PIT , 


l 


ND ill 
(Ver 
S KE S 


"M | en 
hh. 


m a 
di 


LA "1 
jj 


MN 
Add 
Vai 


itj nl 
P// 
sar AN ii 


yt 


YAHWEH IS A JUDGE OF LIVE STOCK. 


And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams 


= and the he goats.—Ezek. xxxiv, 17. 


Old “Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated. 


IT WILL 
MAKE You 


LAUGH. 
: 
By WATSON HEST 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 
Civen Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 
Old Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


‘CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 
A Queer Family, 

ksaac and His ''Sister," 

Qno of Twins, 


40 0 Pages. 2 0 0 


IT WILL 
CORNER 
THE 
PARSON. 


Full~Page 
Pictures. 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifies. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, 

Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Adventures of the Prophets, 

Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $$1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $$1.50O. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Cbri:tian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilute's Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by ‘he Priests? Pilate's Motive for Secreting 


the Bod-; Matthew’s Account cf the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan’s Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion: The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomens; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 


Th. Origin of the Story; ft. Paul's Account: St. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 
Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 
Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 
Inspiration; Conclusion. d 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. ; 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Certified Milk. 


Every dairy supplying our condenseries is 
under supervision. Milk is produced 
under rigid hygienic rules. ‘The com- 
pany’s reputation is therefore 8 certificate 
of the absulute purity of the Gail Borden 
Eagle Brand Condensed Milk. 


The Living Waters. f 
To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21t18 
50 cents to E. D. Slenker, Snowville, Va, 
SEND and secure for one year the Little Free- 
thinker, a Freethought journal! for young 
people 4t18 
= 5 B o 
"er A profitable business fora man with a small capital, Alse, 
Lanterns: for Home Amusement. 


MCALLISTER, Mfg. Opticians, 49 Nassau StesNeVo 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


JY ows of the Week, 


Coxxy's **army" has reached Washington. 

Mone severe earthquake shocksin Greece.’ 

Tux Senate is still working hard doing 
nothing. 

Tue revival at Niblo's Garden in this 
city has come to an end. 


New Yonx's fool police are arresting 
girls for selling newspapers. 

Tue Lyons, France, exhibition of art, 
science, and industries opened April 29. 


J. W. TuHRoGKMORTON, pioneer in and 
ex-governor of Texas, has recently de. 
ceased. : f 


In New Rochelle, New York, private 
detectivs were arrested and fined. as va. 
grants. 3 


.NiwgTEEN members of the San Fran- 
cisco police force hav been dismissed in 
disgrace. 


In the House of Commons a bill has been 
introduced providing local self-government 
for Scotland. 

Tx most famous hotel in the South, the 
St. Charles. of New Orleans, was destroyed 
by fire on April 29. ` 

In St. Paul, the Socialists, Populists, 
and Prohibitionists hav united in the mu. 
nicipal campaign. It is suggestiv. 


SENATOR FRANOIS BROWNE STOOKBRIDGE, - 
of Michigan, died in Chicago, April 30. 
Born in Bath, Maine, April 9, 1826. 


On April 26, Asquith, Home Secretary, 
moved in the House of Commons the dis- 
establishment of the church in Wales. 


In the House, Cooper, Democrat, of 
Floride, introduced a bill for the free 
coinage of silver dollars of value equal to 
gold dollars. : 


Eprrog ROSEWATER, of the Omaha Bee, 
was sentenced for contempt by Judge 
Scott to serve thirty days in jail and pay a 
fine of $500 and costs. 


James M. Harvey, of Kansas, ex-gov- 
ernor and ex-United States Senator, died 
near Junction City in that state on April 
16th. Born Sept. 21, 1833. 


Siwox the decision of the South Carolina 
Supreme Court against the dispensary law 
the saloons hav generally opened again. 
A test case will soon be made. 


Coxzy bands hav seized trains in Indiana 
and Ohio, and in the latter state the gover- 
nor, MeKinlev, ordered out the militia, 
and ** Colonel" Galvin surrendered. 


A LANDSLIDE into the river Ste. Anne, 
near the village of River Noire; Quebec, 
caused a dozen or more deaths and de- 


.| stroyed $500,000 worth of property. 


Tur strike on the Great Northern con- 
tinues. All traffic is suspended, to the in- 
calculable damage of business interests. 
But wage earners are suffering still more. 


Tuere are divisions of the ** Common- 
weal army” at Washington, Des Moines, 
Chicago, Portland. Tacoma, Sacramento, 
and in Ohio, Indiana, New Jersey and 
other states. 


FEDERAL troops were ordered out in 
Oregon to protect property of the Great 
Northern from Coxeyites. Union Pa- 
cific train was captured but recoveréd by 
federal cavalry. 

On April 24th Frank Hatton, of the Wash- 
ington Post, was prostrated by a stroke of 
paralysis, and died April 30th. He was 
formerly editor of the once famous Bur- 


| lington Hawkeye. 


Anaronist Emme Henry, who caused 
the explosion in the Oafé Terminus and 
Rue des Bons Enfants, Paris, was found 
guilty on April 28, and sentenced to death. 
He was insolent and self-glorifying. 


WinuiM MoGarranan, who for forty 
years has been trying to secure from Con- 

ress recognition of his claim to the lands 

anoche Grande in Oalifornia, is dead. 
He had undoubtedly been shamefully 
treated by those in authority. 


SzonETARY Morron, of the Agricultural 
department, says that the march of the 
**unemployed" upon Washington is the 
natural sequel to the crusades of the Pro- 
tectionists. The demands of the former are 
the logical extension of those of the latter. 


W. W. Corus, Freethought lecturer, 
has been elected to the New Zealand par- 
liament. His grandfather, John Collins, 
Chartist leader, suffered imprisonment in 
Warwick jail in 1889. Ten preachers stood 
for parliament in New Zealand election. 
All defeated. : 


A DETAOHMENT of the Coxey army stole 
a freight train of the Great Northern at 
Butte and started for the East. At Bil- 
lings a conflict with federal marshals took 
place, and several persons were wounded. 
At Forsythe tbe  Coxeyites were sur- 
rounded by United States troops from 
Fort Keogh, and surrendered, 
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WATCH-DOGS 


POPULAR EDITIONS | 
OF 


Thomas Paine’ 


ON Anew 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.5; 
6 copies for $1; cloth. 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. . Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
gito). By J. Pa Remsbvrg. 
Portrait. &p.,t0c.; clo., 750. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am, 
Revolution. Pap.,40c.; Clo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp. ; 

clo.. $8; leather, $4; morocco, 

gilt edges, $4.50. 

LIFE OF. By O. Blanchard. 

40c.; clo., with p rtrait, 60c. 


With History of his Li.erary. Po- 
litical, and Religious Qareer in 


Remsburg. 
LIFE OF. G. Vale. $1. 
LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 
. POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10e 

POLITICAL WORKS: ** Oom- 
mon Sense,” '' Crisis,” “ Rights of 
Man" $1.50. /- 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. Pap.,40c ; clo.. 750. 

TESTIMONIALS TO His MER- 
ITS. Comp. By a 100, 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS:'' 
of Beason,” “ Examination of the 
Prophecies,” etc., with Life of 
Paine and steel i 

VINDICATION. 

Observers By B. G. 

$8 Lafayette Place. New York. 


WHO CAN SEE 


s Works. |THE 


BUT ONE INTRUDER. 


| CONWAY'S EDITION 
OF 


WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of '* The Life of Thomas Paine," ** Omitted Ohapters of History Diselosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph," eto. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's “ Life of 
Paine" Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies bound in halt leather, gu 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of **The Writings of Washington," ‘* The 


all of his 


But for those who desire to go deeper into the 
“Lite or Paine”. by Mr 


and particularly the writer, should have it upon his shelves. 
The cause of 
period of the 


the first vo. i 
aine’s anti- 


America, a8 Paine said, made | T j 
Americau Revolution, beginning with the year 1774. It will therefore 
slavery essay. and his phi osophical or moral essays, while editing the. f 
these tical, and controversial pamphlets which made 


such a 


eing followed 
rofound im 


8, but will also 


airs, 
foarth volumes will consist mainly of Paine's religious writin 
e close will be 


contain some essays relating to ‘American affairs, written in his last years. At t 


given Paine’s poems. . g : 

The first volume is now ready for delivery, aud the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
as the volames appear. or the volumes can be purchased sepa- 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION ; 


CPNTAINING 148 PROPOSITI ONS. 


Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 


With References to the most clain and Striking Quotations from the 


~eriptures. Includin Qnestions Answered Afürmatively and Negatively by 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 
Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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“The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published 24 the Freethought. Press.. 


Four Hundred Yearsof Freethought. | 


BY SAMUEL P. EFUTNAM. 


the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 


It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. : 
‘It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought ” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
; of Human History, 


adorned arith the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the een Inven- 


tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 


more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Hia Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully:guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnific:nt Whole; 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of - 
"Ww OM. AN'SS EMAN CIPATION 


frem the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America ` 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work reeognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Woman's Emancipation. 


Philo ophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. Government and Politics. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. - | Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. | Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. Pestalozzi. Marlowe. . George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. | lution. Phillips. | Lucretia Mott. * 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamiltoo, | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Poe: Bakounine. | Elizabeth oy Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Gurabaldi, Petrofsky. MatildaJoslyn. ag 
. Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. - 
Annie Besant, 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. - 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought aids the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular hough, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT. INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizatious, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world, 

{t will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


ne Seaver, George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, " Dr. E B. Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wixon, 


. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 
M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, "Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
BUR Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
T. O. Leland, Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, ‘Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 
ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and yalaşble, 
for. it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 


Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 


possible moment. 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


C This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Jt wil be elegantly bound. It wii be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
rome friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
"This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can | afford to be without it, It is a library in itself. 
e Address orders to . THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 


HOW TO GET. 


[FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 


OF FREETHOUGHT. 


FREE 


SPECIAL c OFFER, 

We have made arrangements with. 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled: 
to make our friends & most generous: BE 
offer. 

We need more subscribers ` to Tur 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free. 
thought.” . Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that wil do great good al 
around. This is the offer: ` oe 


. Send us Four New. 
Yearly Subscribersat 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 


the Getter-up of the 


Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And farther, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer . E 
To the New: Subscribers as a 

Premium, 


post free,.a copy: in boards: of | 


Old Testament Stories 


- Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND p 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth- bound of 
W, S. BELL’S j 

` Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds en clubs of sub- 
scribers. 

Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
any HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 

To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either “*Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W, S. Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in mM free 


by post or express, 


This really brings the. price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. ` 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 


'| help us. 


It ought not to be difficult to get 


-| four New Subscribers in any town in 


the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soor as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en. 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 


CON NS SS a ee a 
SCs 4 aw i Sa WS a ee ee cr i EI el ee ee SE a a ae ee ee 


IY 


V TEENS mE zx 


VW WE 
t) 


/ 


A J ournal 


of Freethought and Reform. s 


Vol.21. No.19. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) New York, Saturday, May 12, 1894. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M, BENNETT. 


E. M. MAGDONALD, - - - - + Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, - - - - - MAY 12, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance................... 
One subscription two years, in advanoe............- cere 
Two new Subsceribers.............cesee eere eese nhat to 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


NOG MRT TE T E TE 7 00 

One subscription with three new subsoribers, in one remit- 
[un MT repna” 0 

One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 


CANOE... EE — 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company's money order 
postal order, draft on New York, -or dy registered Letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

. 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freetbinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt 1enew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: . i 


For $6.50 we will send Tue Teura SELKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tume Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($8).. This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of. Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Taura Seeger one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's * Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 

` matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taur SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book" 
in boards ($2). f 

For $4 we will send Tue Taura SEEKER one year 
($8) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tae Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comieally 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

Thisis a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 


present readers will call the attention of their 


friends to the values offered. 


.| Christianity, is a moral cult. 


Archdeacon Farrar’s Hits and Misses. 

In MeClure’s Magazine for April, Dr. Frederic 
W. Farrar, Archdeacon of Westminster, has an 
article. entitled, “‘Christianity—True and False.” 
Its argument may be fairly summed up in this way: 
“All the bad deeds of those who profess to be 
Christians must be attributed to either their 
natural depravity or the demoralizing influence 
of the paganistic survivals- in the religion of the 
Nazarene. All the good deeds of those who bear 
the Christian name or hav been subject to the in- 
fluence of Christianity without identifying themselvs 
with any of its branches are to be attributed to the 
true and beneficent teachings of the carpenter.” It 
is according to the old familiar rule, * Heads I win, 
tails you lose.” This is one of the latest attempts 
to make it appear that religion, and particularly 
Theological dogmas 
are as coolly eliminated as though they were not, as 
they are in fact, the warp and woof of every relig- 
ion, in so far as that religion is distinguished or dis- 
tinguishable from all other religions and from 
systems of secular morality. 

Dr. Farrar says in his opening paragraph that 
“many hav argued, and hav, unhappily, argued 
with serious and passionate conviction, ‘that reli- 
gion has been acurse to the human race;’ ‘that 
Christianity has inflicted upon mankind more harm 
than good.’” The next paragraph we giv entire, 
because it, in connection with the closing part of 
the article, embodies the fundamental misstatement 
that religion, and especially that peculiar form of it 
which goes under the name of Christianity, is 
only an ethical code. Says the Archdeacon: 

** Now, to us who believe and know that religion is the 
one saving, ennobling, inspiring, uplifting element in 
life; that without religion mankind would not only be as 
the beasts which perish, but would be more guilty and 
more miserable than they; that it is religion alone 
which enables us bravely to face the duties of life, and 
cheerfully to bear its trials—does it not become trans- 
parently clear that no human being could maintain that 
‘religion bas been a curse to the human race,’ if he used 
the word religion in the same sense as ourselvs? And to 
us who know that Christianity has conferred upon man- 
kind boons which utterly outweigh every other boon 
which man has received from his creator, is it not obvious 
that the thesis, *Ohristianity has inflicted on mankind 
more harm than good’ can only be redeemed from utter 
senselessness when we become aware that those who hav 
argued in its favor use the word ‘Christianity’ to mean 
something absolutely different from that which we mean 
by it." 

Now let us turn over a few pages and we shall at 
once see why the Rationalist means by “religion” 
and “Christianity” “something absolutely different 
from that which we [“Christians” of Dr. Farrar's 
school] mean by it.” “What is religion ?” asks 
Mr. Farrar, and he answers that it is not church 
membership ; that it is not “intellectual acceptance 
or profession of a set of dogmas ;” that it is nof 
outward observance, such as “rites, forms, cere- 
monies, feasts, fasts, new moons, sacraments, sacri- 
fices, and so forth.” He declares that the meek, 
the just, the pious, the devout, “ are all children of 
heaven, and they shall meet and recognize each 
other when their various masks and liveries are 
taken off.” The Archdeacon concludes : 

“ ‘Religion ’ means, as the great thinker, Benjamin 
Whichcot, said, *a good mind and a good life.’ This, in 
essence, is its true and only meaning. How, then, can it 
be, or ever hav been, otherwise than one infinit blessing 
to mankind? And ‘Christianity’ means that belief in 
Christ, and that following of the example of Christ, which 
renders a good mind and a good life possible to every 
child of man. It means that faith in Christ, and in the 
broad, simple teaching of Christ—unencumbered by the 
mountain-masses of falsification and corruption which 
were accumulated around it after the first century— 


which enables every child of man to obtain forgivness 


of past sing and strength for future service. The accept- 


ing of the Tartar’s prayer-mill. 
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ance of the gospel has nothing necessarily to do with 
the shibboleths, the ceremonies, or the constitution of 
this or that church or sect; ii means sincere love of 
God, and self-sacrificing service to man. Any amount of 
nominal religion which is not accompanied by love, 
meekness, truth, purity, contentment, is no better than 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. To belong to the 
strictest sect of the purest religion—to be as orthodox as 
Thomas Aquinas—to be as devoted to forms and cere- 
monies as Durandus—to macerate one’s self, like St. 
Peter Damiani or Henry Suso—and yet not to be holy, 
humble, and loving, is ss useless as to rely on the clack- 
‘The kingdom of beaven 
is within you.’ To true religion, to genuin Christianity, 
no human being ever was, or ever can be, an enemy; 
for they only express the true relation of man to Gor, 
and the beauty of holiness, the godlike elevation of spirit, 
the pure consistency of character, the love and self- 
sacrifice which sprivg from that relation.” 


There is nothing left of supernaturalism for Dr. 
Farrar. All has been swept away by his own hand. 
Gone, the creation of all from nothing; gone, the 
fall; gone, the immaculate conception; gone, the 
miraculous conception of Jesus; gone, the resur- 
rection ; gone, the hell to be escaped and the hea- - 
ven to be won by belief and baptism; gone, dogmas 
and creeds and “plans of salvation ;" gone, marvel and 
miracle and the ceremonial essential to life eternal, 
and gone, belief in the foreordained murder of the 
innocent for the redemption of the guilty. Now, 
what is left? Human rights and human duties. 
And is the acknowledgment of these peculiar to the 
religious n an, to the Christian? Most assuredly it is 
not. Nothing could be more baseless and mislead- 
ing than such a claim. 

It may be said that Dr. Farrar does not giv up 
all of supernaturalism, that he still insists that 
Chiistianity is “belief in Christ,” that he calls for 
the “acceptance of the gospel,” and talks of “sincere 
love of God,” and of the “true relation of man to 
God.” But all these expressions are qualified and ex- 
plained by other statements of his, as, for instance, 
that wherein he says that, “in essence,” the “true 
and only meaning” of religion is “a good mind and 
a good life,” and, again, when he quotes approvingly 
the assertions of St. John that “he that doeth right- 
eousness is righteous,” and “he that doeth right- 
eousness is born of God.” In short, conduct is all, 
belief, in itself, nothing. 

This is substantially the position that the Free- 
thinker occupies. He avers that belief cannot in 
itself make a mana good neighbor or a good citizen. 
If his belief, when a good one, is not supplemented 
by a good life, it fails largely of its purpose. It 
may be objected that “good” is not the proper 
word with which to qualify belief, that no moral 
quality inheres in belief, it being a purely intellect- 
ual condition. To which we answer that by a 
‘good belief" we mean oply a belief or accepted 
principle regarding the relations of the acceptor to 
his fellows, and we aver that, no matter how earnestly 
he may believe that he should respect the equal 
rights of all other people, if he does not do so his be- 
lief or logic of life is largely worthless. On the other 
hand, a bad belief is almost sure to lead to bad ac- 
tione, for it has no restraining influence upon the 
holder, as has a belief which includes acceptance of 
the fundamental canons of social equity. We can 
not in reason expect men who believe in a partial 
and thieving and revengeful God to respect the 
rights of their fellow men. To the extent that they 
do so, they hold personal safety or secular order 
above creed and the supposed duty of being like the 
God they worship. If their God persecutes, they 
will persecute and generally in the direct ratio of 
the intensity of their belief. 

Those who hav declared that “religion has been 
a curse to the human race,” and that “ Christianity 
has inflicted on mankind more harm than good,” 
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hav keenly realized that there was an intimate and 
logical connection between men's conception of the 
unknown and their treatment of those who did not 
agree with them in religious belief. Religion is not 
conduct, Christianity is not conduct. Both affect 
conduct, it is true, and the way they hav most po- 
tently affected it is by intensifying many of the 
worst tendencies and passions of man. Ambition, 
avarice, lust of power, envy, hatred, cruelty, fear 
hav all fed upon the basic dogmas of Christianity 
and waxed strong. Tell ignorant and believing 
men that an eternity of felicity is to be gained and 
an eternity of agony is to be escaped by the profes- 
sion of certain beliefs and the performance of cer- 
tain rites and ceremonies, and such a reign of relig- 
ious terror as that of the Middle Ages is inevitable. 
The Bible declares that salvation is possible only 
through belief in Christ and the acceptance of bap- 
tism. Here you hav the doctrin of exclusiv salva- 
tion. It was a warrant in the hand of Bigotry for 


the extirpation of the unbelieving. We do not care. 


what you may say about errors of translation and 
misconception of the meaning of certain texts. 
Enough that the Bible reads as it does read; that 
the Christian world accepted it as the infallible 
word cf God; that it itself pronounced anathemas 
upon him who should add to or subtract. from it, 
and that many of the people to whom it was brought 
believed in it and endeavored to force all others to 
believe in it, as the book itself and its interpreters 
commanded them to do. That which sets Chris- 
tianity apart from other religions is its body of doc- 
trin, just as the body of doctrin of each of the other 
world religions sets its apart from all the rest. Of 
course, there are some tenets in common, as the 
affirmation of the existence of a God. 

It is a very modern idea that the Christian church 
is not chiefly the custodian of definit, connected, 
essential truths concerning the existence of certain 
supernatural beings and man’s relations thereto. 
Historically this is what Christianity is. It is too 
late to attempt to prove, as Dr. Farrar does, that a 
few disconnected and contradictory moral aphorisms, 
said to hav been uttered by a young man who may 
hav lived about two thousand years ago, constitute 
the religion known as Christianity, the religion 
which has left an indelible impress upon the modern 
world. Christianity was and is essentially dog- 
matic, not ethical. Broadly yet truly speaking, it 
has never laid emphasis on the moral teachings as- 
sociated with its theology. These teachings hav 
been subordinated to its creedal affirmations and 
necessities. For a few decades now a number, not 
easily ascertainable, of its teachers hav sincerely 
striven, and a much larger number hav pretended to 
strive to exalt the ethical above the religious. This 
would never hav happened had not the growing intel- 
ligence of the world lost faith in the legends, myths, 
and miracles which giv to Christianity all its really 
distinctiv attributes. Atleast one poison yet remains 
in the blood of the average religionist, and that is 
the virus of intolerance. The prototype of the 
modern Christian persecuted in the name of God 
and to save souls from hell in the hereafter; the 
present-day Christian, and some who scornfully dis- 
claim the appellation, persecute in the name of mor- 
ality, and to save bodies and minds from the hells 
of this world. In both cases the aim challenges our 
admiration, but the means employed were and are 
diabolical, and the results disastrous beyond 
measure. 

The trade-mark, so to speak, of every great re- 
ligion is its theology. One intolerant command 
from the lips of its legendary or real founder will 
outweigh a score of commonplace moralisms. 
“Thou shalt not kill ”—“ thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to liv ”—which has the Christian world obeyed? 
Jesus enjoined his disciples to love their enemies, 
but he also incorporated this in a parable: “ But 
those mine enemies that would not that I should reign 
over them bring hither and slay them before me.” 
Does any intelligent student of history ask which has 
received the approval of Christians? Dr. Farrar 
quotes Paul’s “ God hath made of one blood all na- 
tionsof men,” etc. Over against that theological glit- 
tering generality we set this positiv injunction from 
the pen of the same apostle: “ If any man preach any 
other gospel unto you than that ye hav received, 


let him be accursed,” and accursed and tortured he 
was through the long, terrible vight of the Chris- 
tian centuries, spite of the Paul-proclaimed “ fa- 
therhood of God and brotherhood of main.” When 
Archdeacon Farrar tried to prove by St. John that 
Christianity is primarily the teacher and conservator 
of “righteousness,” that is, right-doing, he forgot 
this injunction of the same penman: “If there come 
any unto you and bring not this doctrin, receive 
him not into your house.” The believing Chris- 
tians of all nations hav interpreted this as 2 com- 
mand to hustle the heretic off the earth in the 
‘Shortest possible order. And how could they do 
otherwise when they had but to turn from the pro- 
scriptive utterances of Matthew and Mark and 
Paul and John to the Old Testament, quoted and 
indorsed by the New Testament writers and by 
Jesus, and read such God-given commands as this: 

** If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or 
thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, 
which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, 
Let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not 
known, thou, nor thy fathers; namely, of the gods of the 
people which are round about you, nigh unto thee, or far 
off from thee, from the one end of the earth even unto the 
other end of the earth; thou shalt not consent unto him, 
nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, 
neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him. 
But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first 
upon him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of 
all the people.” 

Yes, Dr. Farrar, we do mean by Christianity 
something “absolutely different" from that which 
you mean by it. We mean the Christianity of the 
Bible and of history. You mean by it a few texts, 
some of which embody the world’s conception of 
human relations andare therefore common property, 
and the others of which voice the utterly impractica- 
ble dreams of a visionary. 


Something Good for Everybody. 

Our energetic friends of the Brooklyn Philosoph- 
ical Association are arranging a fine program for 
the Paine Celebration at New Rochelle on Memo- 
rial Day, May 30th. Several of our best speakers 
will giv their tributes of eloquence to the memory 
of the Author-Hero, and everything possible will 
be done to make the occasion one of joy and inspi- 
ration. But only a few of our readers will be able 
personally to testify by their presence their appre- 
ciation of the services of the man who wrote 
“Common Sense,” “The Crisis,” “The Rights of 
Man,” and “Age of Reason,” and partake of the 
intellectual feast that will be spread at his grave- 
side. So we hav determined to make amends, as 
fully as we can, to the distant comrades for their 
deprivation. The issue of Taz Truru SEEKER of 
May 26th will be an ILLUSTRATED PAINE 
MEMORIAL number—a souvenir issue. It will 
contain testimonials to Paine from his contem- 
poraries and from men of later generations; short 
extracts from his chief works; a fine portrait of 
Paine and a picture of his monument at New Ro- 
chelle, etc. ‘Lhis devoted apostle of Liberty has too 
long been neglected and contemned; at last his 
name is coming out from under the clouds of 
priestly defamation which Lav hidden it from the 
eyes of the American people, or made it appear as 
the cognomen of one vicious and criminal; at last 
justice may be done if we fearlessly bear our testi. 
mony to the noble character and priceless labors 
of Thomas Paine. 

Let us know at once how many extra copies you 
will want of the Parne Memortat, Nuwsrn, that we 
may know what orders to giv our printer. It will 
be an excellent number to hand to your inquiring 
and even to your orthodox friends, but if you do 
not order in advance you will be unable to get it. 


About Present-Day Infamies. 

Comstock morality has gone to seed down in 
Jacksonville, Florida, where they sentenced a mer- 
chant to the penitentiary for one year (but subse- 
quently released him because of the opinion aroused 
in his favor,) for the awful crime of exhibiting in his 
shop window copies of Rubens’s immortal paintings, 
“The Judgment of Paris” and “Pandora Before 
Prometheus and Epimetheus.” The prosecuting at- 
torney fiercely denounced the tradesman who had 
been so unlucky as to take up his residence in that 


province. Such verdicts will continue to be rendered 
until the patience of sensible and respectable peo- 
ple is strained to the breaking point. Some day 
we shall put a stop to the rule of the foul-minded 
meddlers who now dominate this country. These 
ignorant and vicious creatures are perpetually ob. 
truding themselvs upon decent people. Only the 
other day herein the city of New York & petty official 
of the custom house branded as “obscene” Ra- 
phael’s “ Lucretia and Tarquin.” The copy is an 
etching on parchment of the date of 1524, and ig 
said to be very valuable.. `The little fellow in the 
custom house refused to admit the picture, but 
Collector Kilbreth remarked that “the original had 
been on view in Berlin for many years,” and so he 
decided to admit the copy. .- s 8 

We execrate the religious bigotry which, in 
England, sent Richard Carlile and scores of other 
independent men to prison for selling the works of 
Thomas Paine, and we wonder how men. could hay 
been found' to execute the infamous statutes under 
which they were convicted. A century hence our 
grandchildren will execrate the moral bigotry 
which sent James: Douglass to the penitentiary 
for exhibiting * The Judgment of Paris” and they 
wil wonder how men could hav been found be- 
sotted and vindietiv enough to execute the law 
under which he was convicted. This might be a 
tolerably decent world in which to livif only the 
people of each generation would visit their wrath 
upon the infamous laws of their own time instead of 
expending all their ethical strength in denouncing 
the bad government of their predecessors. It is so 
easy to be tolerant and kind and just five hundred 
years subsequently. — 


** There are now over 250,000 words in the English lan- 
guage acknowledged by the best authorities, or about 
70,000 more than in the German, French, Spanish, and 
Italian languages combined.” 


But among all these words the theocrats can not 
find any in which to make their “ explanation ” of 
the difference between the union of. church and 
state, which they condemn, and the union of relig- 
ion and the state, which they favor, intelligible to 
plain, blunt men, of common sense and candor. 


. \ . 

The Canada Revue has brought suit for damages 
against the Archbishop of Montreal. “His circular 
withholding the privileges of the church from those 
who should read, sell, or circulate it reduced the pub- 
lication from a condition of prosperity to absolute 
ruin,” says the New York Zimes. The archbishop 
relies upon his spiritual privileges as a defense. 
‘We should suppose that the paper could get no re- 
dress in the courts of a state whose people were 
foolish enough to boycott a publication at the com- 
mand of a priest. People who are afraid of being - 
sent to hell by a clergyman if they read what he 
forbids are not likely, through their tribunals, to 
reimburse the journal for the losses it has sustained 
because of their slavish ignorance. 


Rev. Joel R. Hicks, of St. Louis, is called “ the 
storm wizard.” He is said to hav “predicted many 
of the most disastrous ealamities that hav befallen 
this country in the last ten years." He also said, in 
1874, in the Eden Chapel of the M. E. Church 
South, in St. Louis county, Missouri, that the soul 
of Abraham Lincoln * went howling from. the 
theater down to hell" Was it his prophetical in- - 
sight that gave him such extraordinary knowledge? 
It should be added, in the interest of historical ac- 
curacy, that Mr. Hicks made this remark, not be- 
cause he disliked Lincoln, but because he had the 
clergyman’s instinctiv and unreasoning hatred of 
the theater. 
j ) 


The brave refusal of the teachers of London to 
obey the instructions of the majority of the School 
Board is very encouraging. The reader will find in 
Mr. Watis's * Notes" this week an account of the 
struggle in the metropolis over the question of 
religious instruction in the public schools. Think 
of that meeting of one thousand teachers, gathered 
to protest against the prostitution of their high call- 
ng to the ignoble ends of the sectarists! Who can 
doubt that the love of fair play of our English 
rj ends is one of.the best elements in their charac- 
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ter? When the teachers of the United States bo- 
come equally averse to giving sectarian instruction 
n the common schools ‘the beginning of the end 
will be near. Such sensitivness will evince the pos- 
session of a sense of justice which will lift the con- 
sideration of grave issues out of the mire and filth 
of partisan and theological politics. 


** Any association that comes to be a rival of the church, 
that occupies a higher place in one’s affections than the 
church occupies, and that demands and receives the 
time, energy, and money that should be given to the 
church, is an institution of wrong and should be aban- 
doned by all friends of Ohrist.”— Christian Reformer. 

This was written in the course of an argument 
against secret societies, and by the editor of a 
rabidly Protestant paper. Wherein does it differ 
from similar declarations of Catholics against secret 
bodies? More. than this: Why condemn the 
Catholics and organize against them because they 
are supposed to hold allegiance to their church 
above allegiance to the government? Does not the 
Reformer demand that Protestants do likewise? 
And is not the family included in the condemnation 
which the Covenanter editor visits upon those 
organizations which occupy “a higher place in one’s 
aftections than the church occupies”? And is Dr. 
McAllister an inconsistent Christian because he 
takes this position? No; does not Jesus say: 
«If any man come to me and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be 
my disciple”? 

2 eggs E E 

Contributions are coming in for the work before 

the Convention and Congress. We hope that many 
others will realize the importance of this matter 
and that now is the time to do something. We 
cannot work without funds. We cannot print and 
circulate pamphlets without money, and that is one 
of the greatest means of advancing Freethougbt. 
No doubt the Sabbatarians will vigorously push 
‘their Sunday bill in Congress, and use the same 
‘means as before. So far as we hav been able to 
find out, the opinion is prevalent among the dele- 
gates to the Constitutional Convention in favor of 
impartial taxation. There is quite a sprinkling of 
Liberals if they will only hav the courage of their 
convictions. A perusal of the Truru SEEKER pam- 
phlet on “Church Taxation” would no doubt 
strengthen their backbone. We must bring into 
play every influence possible, and not relax our 
efforts. The following, in addition to those already 
reported, hav sent in their contributions. It is 
hoped. that every Liberal will make an extra effort 
at this time. . 


Henry M. Taeber.................eeeeeee eene enne $5 00 
John Ly Way................-.-. RN TT 2 00 
J.A. Bmith.;....iireetesceciet rii ceo rn rne ha eaa nte hende 1 00 
Mies Lilla Turney......................... eene 8 50 
M. H. Goldowsky...............,.. eene 50 
John Dean......................-. 


Paul Fisher 
M. T. Balee 


The Christian Reformer is apprehensiv that the 
Kyle Sunday bill will share the fate of the Christian 
amendment, and it proceeds to utter dire threats, 
presumably by direct inspiration from on high. It 
says: 

‘Without doubt this nation is in the midst of a most 
important crisis. The gospel of the kingdom has been, 
for months past, preached to it as never before. The 
claims of Christ and his word hav been pressed upon the 
lawmakers at Washington. We anxiously await the 
result. There will either be some evidence of national 
repentance and reformation, or there will be a hardening 
of heart. There will be either national reformation, 
or divine judgments and national ruin.” 

What a pity that the representativs of sixty-five 
millions of people of diverse opinions did not in- 
stantly capitulate to a little knot of Covenanter 
clergymen and incorporate their theological notions 
in the Constitution! It is little less than scandal- 
ous that the sophisms of the good theocrats did 
not as quickly convert all our lawmakers as that 
famous “ light” did Saul of Tarsus. Because they 
cannot make their contemptibly narrow and cruel 
creed into a legal scourge for the laceration of the 
backs of Freethinkers and Jews these modern elect 
of God are sure that the jealous and remorseless 
king whom they worship in fear and trembling wil] 
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avenge in a whirlwind of wrath the slight put upon 
his henchmen by the politicians. No other form of 
“national ruin ” could equal in horror and destruct- 
ivness the accession to complete power of the 
National Reform party. 


Quite a number of years ago, Rev. T. L. Cuyler, 
D. D., was disciplined by his church for permitting 
& woman to speak in his pulpit. The castigation 
appears to bav been taken to heart, and he evi. 
dently resolved to never again be caught advocating 
larger privileges for that sex. At all events, he is 
now making speeches for the women who do not 
want the word “male” stricken out of the Consti- 
tution of the State of New York. In the course of 
his remarks at a recent meeting of prominent « go- 
ciety ” women in Brooklyn he said: 

** There is one argument against imposing the burden of 
civil duties on women that delicacy allows us only to hint 
at. It is that the creator has put an interdict on the par- 
ticipation of a large number of our sister sex in public 
affairs through certain physical disabilities which belong 
io wifehood and maternity." 1 

When a man feels that “ delicacy ” demands that 
he shall only “hint at" the naturel, unavoidable, 
&nd indisputable fact that all of the genus homo 
who liv on this earth were “born of woman,” we 
ean only conclude that his mind needs a thorough 
washing and disinfecting. The reverend gentleman 
had a father and a mother, as we all had, or hav, 
and we deliberately affirm that the man who says 
that this fact.is of such an immodest or indecent 
nature that it is indelicate to more than “hint at” 
it is a man either too ignorant to vote or too de- 
praved to mingle with clean-minded men and women. 


The American Sentinel, quoting and indorsing 
an article of ours in exposure and condemnation of 
the intrigues of the theocrats, asks this question: 

* Why should not one who sees unrighteousness 80 
elearly be able eventually to fathom the mystery of right- 
eousness?" 

Why should there be any mystery about right- 
eousness? Ignorance there is, to be sure, concern- 
ing social relations, but this ignorance distinguishes 
no less those who hav had the benefits of a revelation 
than those who hav been left in “natural darkness." 
Men loved justice and were kind long before the 
Syrian scriptures were written and before Jesus 
and Paul and James spoke in the East. Mr. C. P. 


Bollman of the American Sentinel and Dr. D. Mc- 


Allister of the Christian Reformer read the same 
Bible, accept the same Christ and worship the same 
God, and yet manward they are greatly different. 
Mr. Bollman stands for religious liberty and civil 
justice, while Dr. McAllister would strangle relig- 
ious freedom and deny civil justice to non-conform- 
ists. Why the difference? Is it not to be found 
in the fact that they are organized differently and 
hav'been educated in opposing principles? For all 
practical purposes, so far as human rights and 
duties are concerned, Mr. Bollman is nearer us than 
he is to his Christian brother McAllister. But they 
both profess to hav fathomed “the [divine] mys- 
tery of righteousness,” while we are in total igno 
rance thereof.. What is the use of a revelation from 
God if its interpretation and application depend 
wholly on the character and mental bias of him who 
receives it? What does it reveal? 


A Pittsburg paper published in the interests of 
the Covenanters, or God-in-the-Constitution party, 
recently discussed the Inquisition, and maintained 
that the Romanists are still desirous of using it. 
This we do not doubt for a moment, nor do we any 
more doubt that the Protestants of the Covenanter 
party would resort to it as willingly. The paper in 
question leans this way strongly itself, for it says: 

** Beyond question the danger among. Protestants to- 
day is this extreme of license of speech and the press and 
conduct generally. A sheet is issued weekly in New 
York city which is full of vilest blasphemy. A recent 
number of it contains a cartoon of such outrageously 
blasphemous character, as to make its circulation a crime 
against the order of society.” 

This refers to our recent cartoon, “Jesus Paid 
It All.” Naturally the Christians are angry at 
having the absurdity of the doctrin so plainly. 
pictured, but they should recollect that the fault is 
in the doctrin, not in the exposition of it. The 
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offense is in themselvs, not in the pictures. Other 
people regard the cartoons with great favor, the 
“general public” as well as Freethinkers. In front 
of Tus Teura SxxkzR office there are two bulletin 

boards covered with Heston’s artistic work. They 

are always surrounded by crowds, some of the lim- 

ber ones getting down on their knees to see the 
bottom pictures. Some of these people do not like 

the cartoons, but they never howl for the Inquisi- 

tion, because they are not sufficiently Christianized. 

They are just plain folks from whom early religion 

is wearing away. If they were real simon-pure, 

God-in-the-Constitution, Covenanter Christians they 

would probably throw stones through the window 

at the Editor. Being men of common sense they 

enjoy the pictures, come in and buy a paper and get 

a catalog, and afterward come back and purchase 

the “ Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated” 

or the “Pictorial Text-Book,” and subscribe for 

Tae Traore SEEKER. 

: If the Covenanter crowd think they can suppress 
Tur Trura Szereg we cheerfully invite them to 

make the attempt. 


About Our Books. 


We hay just printed new editions of the following 
works: 

_*‘ Martyrdom of Man,” by Winwood Reade. This is the 
ninth edition of this spiendid work, and since we hav re- 
duced the price (to $1), to meet the times, we hav sold 
them faster than ever before. 

. “Lay Sermons,” by Col. Ingersoll. This little tract is 
a sort of exposition of Mr. Ingersoll’s opinion on social 
matters. Price 5 cents. 

‘* Self-Contradictions of the Bible," by William Henry . 
Burr. This edition is we-don’t-know-how-many thou- 
sandth. The Boston Christian crank, Hastings, has got 
out a **reply" to it, but it's like ‘‘Lambert’s Notes on 
Ingersoll'"—no reply at all. There can’t be any reply. 
Two and two can neverto be made to count five, no matter 
what the pious necessities of the case. - Price of ''Self- 
Contradictions,” 15 cents. 


** Orimes of Preachers.” A list of the clerics who hav 
been caught, so far as we could discover from a necessar- 
ily limited reading of newspapers. And we are still cateh- 
ing them. Most of them are guilty of ministerial con- 
duct with the sisters, and it makes queer reading, 
considering what they pretend to be. Like Breckinridge, 
of pious fame, the ministers are great boys with the girls, 
and several thousands of them deserve an overcoat of ex- 
ceptional adhesivness and fluffiness. 


Remsburg's five little five-cent tracts are good mission- 
ary documents, and the people use them freely. ‘‘ De- 
cline of Faith," ‘‘ Protestant Intolerance,” ‘* Washing- 
ton an Unbeliever,” '*Jefferson and Franklin” ditto, 
hav each sold into the thousands, as well as '* Sabbath 
Breaking." 

‘Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated” still goes 
and is still agoing fast. The edition just printed was two 
thousand, and we shall hav to print another in a week or 
two. Agents are doing exceptionally well with this book. 
It sells to almost everybody who seesit. One man sold 
thirty-six copies in six hours—an average of one each ten 
minutes. Another sold eleven in two hours, and another 
a dozen in half & day. It’s a great book for fun as well as 
for solid argument, sound sense, and historical research 
into Old Testament history. The price is still $1 because 
we can’t make it cheaper. 


Paine's ‘Age of Reason” is a book that sells more 
and more as the years roll by. New editions of it are so 
frequent that we forget to mention them. It has prob- 
ably made more Infidels than any other one book. 
Price 25 cents, and if anyone wants to distribute a hun- 
dred around the neighborhood to make more Infidels we 


‘will let them go at a loss. It will come back to usin 


good works. 


‘*Thumbscrew and Rack," by George Macdonald is in 
the second edition and on the third thousand already. 
It’s a great eye-opener and every Freethinker who wants 
to help along should buy a dollar's worth and giv them 
away. 

** The Bible Inquirer," by Andrew Jacobson, had long 
been out of print till we purchased plates and copyright 
from the author, but judging from the way they are sell- 
ing it was a great mistake to allow it to lie idle. It has 
done good and will do more in our hands, for we intend 
to circulate it extensivly. Price 25 cents. 


* Sister Lucy,” a revelation of the way things are 
done in convents, is in its tenth or twelfth thousand. It 
hits particularly at the Roman Catholic church, and hits 
hard, Price 10 cents. 


Last, but not least, our new Ostalog. The descriptions 
of the books in it are as good as some more pretentious 
missionary leaflets. and it has the merit of being the 
cheapest of all We hav given away several thousands 
and are willing and anxious to giv’'away more. Send for 
it, read it, and you are bouud to buy some books, which 
helps us slong wonderfully. The Catalog is free, and 
the books it advertises are all good and cheap. 

A queer little book that we hav published for the author, 
Baron Harden Hickey, is ** Euthanasia; or, the Ethics of 
Suicide." We don't recommend its doctrin, but it is a 
little startling to find that a great many philosophers hav 
looked upon suicide as a legitimate method of avoiding 
trouble. They ought to hav known better. Price 50 


cents. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton says that the cause of woman 
suffrage is making great progress in New York state; 
That is good, but if she wants to know what progress 
woman herself has made in the last four centuries she 
should read Miss Wixon's latest pamphlet on the subject, 
being her speech at the International Congress of Free- 
thinkers held at Chicago last October, Price 10 cents. 
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Freethought aud Secular Notes from England. 
THE DAWN OF SPRING. 

If we in England do not progress as rapidly as 
many of us desire in social and theological matters, 
there is no denying that a marked improvement is 
taking place in our climate. Never within my recol- 
lection has spring dawned upon us more brilliantly 
robed than it has in 1894. For some fime snow- 
drops hav met our eyes on every side, and ** wee 
erimson-tipped flowers "hav been seen among the 
springing grass of the meadows. And now the 
‘windflower puts long streaks of quivering silver 
by hedgerow and wood and the blackthorn is loaded 
with its snowy bloom. For many weeks the cuckoo 
has been heard in different parts of the country, the 
swallows hav encircled the old homesteads, martins 
hav twittered softly beneath the eaves, the nightingale 

. has sent forth her welcome melody, and the slant- 
ing showers hav let fall on the eager flowers be- 
neath a rain of pearls which the rosy sunbeams 
greet as they glint thereon, scattering the perfume 
of primrose and hyacinth, and waking the birds to 
song. In our gardens and orchards we behold with 
delight clouds of snowy plum and pear blossom 
peeping over wall and hoarding, as if to giv promis 
to the wayfarer of a bountiful crop. Not only pears 
and plums show abundant bloom, but apricots, 
peaches, and cherries giv promis of healthy abund- 
ance. As nature now appears around me, 8O ex- 
quisit in her budding beauty, I am forcibly reminded 
of the sweetness, the variegated foliage, and the pow- 
erful fragrance with which I hav been so often 
charmed on the American continent. Let us hope 
that the grandeur which now adorns the English 
climate will not be merely temporary. Still nature 
is very fickle upon this “little island,” and King 
Frost may yet cast a withering blight upon the ex- 
isting beauty. As Shakespere says: 
This is the state of man: To-day he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow blossoms, 


And bears his blushing honors thick upon him. 
The third day comes a frost, a killing frost. 


THE QUESTION OF THE HOUR. 

The rescue of the education of the young from 
the control of the orthodox party is now the task 
that is engaging the most earnest attention of the 
Secularists and the liberal-minded men and women 
of all sects and classes in London. The battle is a 
desperate one, for, in spite of determined protesta- 
tion, the clerical party on the London Szhool Board 
persist in their efforts to enforce the teaching of 
orthodox doctrins to the children. In my former 
“Notes” I hav explained the circular which has 
been sent out to the teachers, authorizing them to 
include religious instruction in their daily tuition. 
To this be it said to their honor the teachers de- 
cidedly object, and they point-blank refuse to obey 
the orthodox mandate. At a recent indignation 
meeting, over a thousand strong—the most largely 
attended, most enthusiastic, and. most determined 
ever known in the annals of Unionism among 
teachers—a resolution was carried which is a 
crushing reply to the clerical party in the board. 
It plainly stated that the teachers regarded the 
issue of the circular as entirely uncalled for, and 
the statements it contained a serious reflection upon 
the performance of this most important duty by the 
teachers. Coming to the contents of the circular, 
they very properly expressed the fear that “ it will 
create disabilities, and be made the means of perse- 
cuting some of the most conscientious among us.” 
Closing their dignified and unanswerable statement 
the teachers asked that the circular might be with- 
drawn. Finding that the small majority upon the 
London School Board refused to listen to their 
reasonable request, the teachers held a second 
meeting, at which they decided to issue a manifesto 
that concludes thus: 

Our strongest objection to the circular rests in the fear 
that it will create disabilities and be made the means of 
persecuting some of the most conscientious among us. 
We greatly fear that it will operate as a religious test, and 
that individual teachers who may ask to be relieved from 
the duty of giving Bible instruction will thereby de- 
bar themselvs from promotion and make themselvs ob- 
noxious to some managers and members of the board. 
Under these circumstances we most respectfully and earn- 
estly appeal that the circular may be withdrawn, and un- 
til such withdrawal is carried out we feel that we cannot 
conscientiously continue the instruction, and we there- 
fore respectfully ask to be relieved of the duty. 


OTHER PROTESTS. 


It is encouraging to friends of Secular education 
to find that orthodox bigotry in this matter is 
meeting with unmistakable condemnation from all 
parts of the country and even from some prominent 
churchmen. At the sitting of the National Con- 
ference of the Unitarian and Free churches at 
Manchester last week the policy of the London 
School board was very adversely criticised. A 


resolution was adopted, expressing the indignation 
of the conference and adding: 


We protest against any such instruction as an outrage 
upon the minds of children, as involving a religious test 
which no schoo] board has any right to impose upon its 
teachers, and as introducing a teaching of sectarian dog- 
mas at the public expense. We thank the minority of the 
board for the resolute way in which they hav opposed this 
measure, and hereby call upon all friends of liberty to 
unite in condemning a policy which if finally carried 
out in London must inevitably lead to dissension 
throughout the country, and arrest the cause of national 
education, 


The bishops of London and of Rochester hav 


both publicly condemned the action of the school 
board bigots. 
long letter, in which he expresses the hope that the 
next school board election will not turn upon the 
religious. questions which were raised in the recent 
controversy within the board. - The bishop may 
continue tohope, but in vain. Itis now too late and 
the orthodox party will hav to suffer the conse- 
quences of their foolhardy actions. It is curious 
to note that at the same time there comes from 
Dean Gregory of St. Paul’s a wail on behalf of the 
poor voluntary schools, badly equipped and badly 
supported. And it is for these weaklings that the 
board schools are being neglected. 
THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOOIETY, 

The question whether or not the education of 
our board schools is to be corrupted by being 
burdened with theological nonsense must be de- 
cided at the school board election which will take 
place in November next. In the meantime the 
National Secular Society is not idle. Before these 
“Notes” areread in the United States and Canada a 
pamphlet written under the auspices of the executiv 
will be circulated throughout London by thousands. 
It will contain a full statement of the position 
taken in the struggle by the Secular party. More- 
over, it is intended to run Secular candidates at the 
coming elections in London and in the provinces. 
It is my intention, at the request of the executiv of 
the National Secular Society, to stand for a London 
constituency, and my program will be thoroughly 
Secular. I shall hav nothing whatever to do with 
any compromise. Believing that education given 
in public schools should be free from all religion, 
I shall fight unreservedly on that ticket alone. But 
more upon this point in my next “ Notes." 


OTHER VALUABLE AID. 

The Rationalist Press Committee has published 
a valuable supplement to “ Watts's Literary Guide" 
for April, under the heading of “ Religion in Board 
Schools.” Jt is an excellent and timely manifesto 
showing the folly of the religious instruction given 
in the public schools and the injurious effect it has 
upon the youthful mind. Among other useful in- 
formation it demonstrates that Christian teaching 
is a mistake and unsuited to children’s capacities : 


This is affirmed on three grounds: (1) Christianity 
re:ts on doctrins of supernatural beings—God, angels, 
devils. None of these are capable of reduction to clear 
ideas. What is God? Can man by searching find out 
God? Can a child's tiny lantern discover the secret? 
Why not wait till the Jew, the Christian, the Moslem, 
the Hindoo, and the Buddhist can agree as to what are 
God’s attributes, and then go and tell the urchins of Lon- 
don? God is our father, says Christianity. Board- 
school children repeat a prayer daily to ‘‘ Our Father 
who art in heaven.” Itis, however, well for the major-. 
ity of London boys and girls that they hay an additional 
father in the flesh-and-blood parent who feeds and clothes 
them. Some children hav only a heavenly father, 
and they drift into the workhouse, the reformatory, or 
Dr. Barnardo’s homes! There is an excellent organ- 
ization called the London Schools Dinner Fund, which 
provides meals for the little ones who are neglected by 
both the earthly and the celestial father. Even then all 
the starving children are not fed. Hungry lads and 
lasses, as the clock strikes twelve, are made to assume a 
devout posture, and sing: 


** Be present at our table, Lord; 
Be here and everywhere adored; 
These creatures bless, and grant that we 
May feast in paradise with thee.” 


They are dismissed, and go home to gaze at empty plates 
and meditate on the teacher's glowing description of 
God's paternal love. . These things are so eminently 
suited to the capacities of the children! How easy of 
comprehension is the proposition that the absolate an 
infinit, in whom we liv and move and hav our being, 
took the solid form of a Jewish carpenter. He planed 
wood at so much per foot, and we are **bound to trust 
and serve him as our God." . The carpenter died, and the 
board-school children sing the reason: 


** He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good; 
That we paler go at last to heaven, 
Saved by his precious blood,” 


In other words, & London boy's rudeness, untruthful- 
ness, cruelty, or dishonesty will be forgiven him through 
the blood of & Jewish person long since deceased, yet. 
stated to be still living—this person being a man whom 


the young Londoner has never seen, never shaken hands. 


with, never received a letter from, nor hay any of the 
young Londoner’s friends. The members of the school 
board are educational experts, and, by the application of 


The latter bishop has published a: 


ig way of old Babylon? 


scientific principles, they hav been led to the conclusion 
‘that such doctrin is suited to the capacities of the chi]. 
dren. Or take the subject of ‘‘God the Holy Ghost as 
our sanctifier.” The teacher must not point out that the 
natural basis of holiness—é. e., wholesomeness of thought 
and life—lies in cleanliness of body and habit, in converge 
with good people and good books, in good employments, 
in self-respect. No, but he will tell how an invisible, in. 
tangible, imponderable person, having neither body, 
parts, nor passions, is the agent of purity, However 
filthy the child's skin or clothes, however grimy the slum 
he resides in, however Overcrowded the attic he sleeps in, 
still God the Holy Ghost is his sanctifier. Meanwhile, ag 
the lesson proceeds, the clock hand creeps toward the 
hour of ten, Ten o'clock strikes, and the secular time- 
table begins its official course. The teacher then resumeg 
the language of common sense, and, if perchance the 
topic of bogies crops up, wisely warns his pupils not to 
believe in ghosts. Next morning.he may find it needful 
to withdraw the advice, for it may fall to his lot to dis. 
course on ghostly angels and devils. How many sane 
people honestly believe in the existenge of a devil, or 
suppose that angels haunt the streets of London? Yet 
these theological fictions are considered fit material for 
juvenil study. (2) Christianity rests its doctrins on 
supernatural events. The world is now learning to carry 
on its work without any expectation of miracles, Science 
and industry, political and social movements are pro- 
moted on purely secular lines. No man looks for God’s 
interference in a scientific experiment, in the prosecution 
of trade, in political agitation, or in socialreform. All 
has to depend on human energy and human control over 
natural forces. Why, then, do we thrust upon the un- 
developed intellects of children false statements about the 
flood, the division of the Red sea, the resurrection from 
tbe dead, or an ascension to heaven? The child-mind 
needs right, clearness, simplicity, reality. The school 
board supplies it with false history, parplexing theology, 
and barbarous conceptions of the order of the world. 


NEW EDUCATIONAL OODE. 

No doubt it will be of some interest to the nu- 
merous readers of Tae Trorn SxxxxEn in the United 
States and Canada to learn from the official * Edu- 
cational Code” just published that there are nearly 
2,500 school boards in England and Wales, with 
4,869 schools under their management, and there 
are nearly 15,000 schools under voluntary managers, 


‘of which 12,000 are in connection with the Church . 


of England, 530 are Wesleyan schools, 1,000 are 
Roman Catholic, and nearly 1,400 belong to the 
British and other undenominational managers. The 
number of departments under separate head teach- 
ers is all but 30,000, and 4,000,000 pupils are in 
average daily attendance, while the sum distributed 
by the Education Department for the purposes of 
elementary education now exceeds £6,000,000 ster- 
ling. These figures are enough to. show what an 
immense body of persons now exist whose duty it 
isto make themselvs acquainted with the Code of 
Regulations of the Education Department, by 
which the parliamentary grant is administered. Of 
teachers alone, whose daily work in the schools is 
mainly governed by the departmental regulations, 
there are more than 100,000, one-half of whom pos- 
sess certificates of merit, obtained after a searching 
professional examination. The annual appearance, 
of the Code and of the instructions to the inspectors, 
therefore, is a matter of great interest to a vast 
body of persons, and parents themselvs are now 
showing an intelligent and anxious interest in the 
conduct of the elementary schools in which their 
children are to receive the instruction which is to 
fit them for the battle of life. Omas. Warts. 
London, Eng. 


Female Suftrage. 


The policy of woman suffrage is being more and 

more widely discussed, petitions advocating the 
measure are in circulation for signatures, and in 
some places it has to some extent already been 
adopted. It may be both interesting and useful to 
inquire what are the reasons and -objects that now 
inspire so many of the fair sex in an effort to grasp 
and wield the handle of state. 
. Do these women imagin that the male suffragists, 
in exercising the solemn duty and the intoxicating 
privilege of casting a ballot for a cut-and-dried can- 
didate, really improve the world, and that they 
desire only to share in the blessed work? Or.do 
they think that. he, ignorantly or viciously, oftener 
than otherwise, votes for the worst candidates. and 
worst measures, and that, unless they can counter- 
act him at the polls, the country will soon go the 
Or do they hope to get con- 
trol of the scales of justice, and retaliate on man for 
so long playing the part of lord and master over 
women and cattle? 

If the last hypothesis be the true one, then 
woman has a strong case. According to orthodox 
authority, the first man that the potter, God, 
moulded of dirt, treated his wife meanly—turned 
state’s evidence, which brought upon her double 
punishment. Although all creation is carried down 
in the fall, Adam manages to get on top, becomes 
the head of the race, and a record of the male 
branches only is kept. The murders and thievings 
committed by them are piously recorded, while 
woman is seldom noticed, except as when giving 
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pirth to some sealawag, or as, in lump form, serv- 
ing the man with God's heart and his wise son. AH 
the way down through the Bible centuries woman 
has been subject to man’s whims, caresses, and bru- 
talities, and it is still difficult for him to understand 


why everything that pleases him should not please: 


her. 

Now, it will be generally allowed that man pos- 
gesses not only greater physical power, but more 
will power, along with his superior stubbornness 
and ugliness, and that woman is more sympathetic, 
confiding, and impressible. 1t is now well proven 
that there is such a thing as hypnotism, and that 
man, more than woman, can subject a susceptible 
person to its influence. When, in the times of 
magic, miracle, and mysticism, a priest or other de- 
ceiver hypnotized a fair, confiding damsel, the issue 
was supposed to be a god, or at least a demigod, 
and sometimes the mother was specially honored. 
But it is vastly different nowadays, when a like 
transaction occurs in a Christian community. The 
offspring, instead of being worshiped, is insulted, 


and the mother, instead of being called « blessed,” | 


has the scornful finger of piety pointed at her. 

The status of woman was low enough previous to 
the apostolic epoch. Then she was crushed. The 
sainted Paul, who was the real founder of the 
Christian hierarchy, declares his God to be the head 
of the man, and man to be the head of woman—a 


big difference; and, no matter how mean and igno-, 


rant the man may be, the wife is ordered to stay at 
home and submit to his will and instruction. That 
Christian women should most admire the apostle 
who most: degrades them: is a marvel to one who 
thinks. The only Christian privilege allowed 
young women in early times was to become nuns— 
to gather in convents and do the begging. At 
times one of them would be sainted—a bait for re- 
cruits. . Dos 
The greatest wrong perhaps ever done to woman 
by man was his making her the principal subject of 
witchcraft. Most of the accusers, and all the judges, 
during that cruel period, were men; and of the 
estimated nine millions of victims. slaughtered on 
thit charge under Bible authority at least nine- 
tenths were females. Paul hated women: In 
revenge he peoples the air with spirits—mostly 
bad ones; and some ‘of his successors hav been 
mean enough to think that Paul's bad spirits could 
and did hypnotize women. Hence one of the 
cruelest periods of human history. 
Now, ean a woman who belongs to a church that 
eulogizes the saint: who has so degraded her be 
. trusted with the ballot? — . i 
At no time has Christianity treated woman as 
man’s equal She has gained in that direction just 
in proportion to the increased influence of Free- 
thought. In most Christian countries the wife is 
yet almost a nonentity in the eye of the law; and in 
England, not many years ago, a man could flog his 


wife with impunity, seize and dispose of her prop- | 


erty and earnings at will, and forbid her to see her 
own children. And some of that brutal Christian 
common law is in force in this land to-day, and 
should be abolished. But the church is in the way. 
A few years ago Dr. Cuyler, a Presbyterian minis- 
ter in Brooklyn, who had disobeyed Paul, was 
tried by the church court for allowing a woman to 
speak from his pulpit. He promised to do so no 
more. : B els 
Now, with the above facts in remembrance, 
surely woman cannot be blamed for wishing to get 
hold of the lash of the law and make man howl for 
a time.. 
If the first cause suggested—that the world is 
being renovated in proportion to the number of 
' voters—indicates the reason why these women desire 
the right of suffrage, they should consider the nat- 
. ural results. Should the wives of all Republicans, 
and all Democrats agree and vote with their husbands 
the relativ strength of parties would remain the same, 
nothing gained; but should a wife vote in opposi- 
tion, the husband would be mad, Ais vote would be 
wasted, incompatibility of temper would be more 
frequently alleged, family discord increase, and the 
hypnotic influence fall to zero. This view of the 
subject is not encouraging. 

But the second hypothesis is more likely the true 
one. The charge that many voters are bought or 
blindly led. by partisan leaders, to obtain the spoils 
of office, we will let alone, for one might hunt all 
day in vain for a single fact to disprove it. But 
. would women voters be proof against just such in- 
fluences? They, more than men, are now led by 
the priest. They. fill the churches three to one. 
And when a woman addresses her pastor as “ dear,” 
and speaks of him as being “so lovely,” we know 
. that she is in a slippery state of hypnotic suscep- 

- tibility. Better throw off the priest before taking 


on the politician. A. "m 
Now, the reader who has bet that this writer is 


‘plundering the states and nation through schemes 


are often increased at the expense of the former 
while promising them higher wages. To be candid, 
is not the man who has no property the most likely 
to vote for extravagance ? 
ing to lose and hopes to gain something. Good 
government, not personal advantage, should be the 
object of the voter. 


hires a landless man to help him he does not giv 
the man equal control in running the farm. And 
why should such man possess the right in town- 
meeting to vote to tax his employer for means to 
enlarge and beautify the poorhouse? Without such 
a right is he likely to suffer in any way? 
nativ-born young man can safely liv in the land 
without the right to vote till he is twenty-one years 
old, would any danger likely befall him if he should 
liv a while longer without the right? And if the 
immigrant can safely exist here for five years without 
exercising the inestimable privilege of voting away 
his liberty, why could he not safely continue that 
kind of existence indefinitly ? 


vs. jackass-property qualification. 
‘seen a trio of manhood paupers slily carted from 


unconditionally opposed to female suffrage, loses. 
But think for a minute. Has universal male suf- 
frage proved a blessing? At the end of a century 

oes economy in government and fraternity among 
the people prevail? Or is not extravagance and 
discord the rule? Did nation ever before grow and 
ripen 80 fast and show signs of rot so soon? We 
hav now in this country about twelve thousand 
legislators annually engaged, for the most part in 


for private gains. ‘There seems to be a correspond- 


ing relation between the number of voters and the 


number of officials ; and the salaries of the latter 


He thinks he has noth- 


Stop another minute and think. When a farmer 


If the 


For the good of the nation and fairness to women, 


the right of suffrage should be limited to those 
of American birth who hav reached the age of thirty 
years, who own real estate to the value of at least 
$300, and who hav paid at least one annual tax on 
the same; and all females who possess these re- 
quirements to hav the right of suftrage equally with 
males. 


Oligarchy? Oh, no! ‘The number of voters 


would still be large enough to prevent danger in 


that direetion. Of course some folks will bristle 
up with the claptrap claim of manhood sovereignty 
But, having 


poorhouse to town hall and there hold a balance of 
power at the ballot-box, I entertain a due respect 
for the jackass. L. G. Rzzp. 


Melancholy Man. 


When Nature draws her mantle o'er the earth 
And floods it with & darkness, dreary-cold, 
: When all seems dead and silent as the tomb, 
Ithen my melancholy thoughts unfold. 
A most secluded, noiseless spot I seek, 
Where night has cast her shadows all forlorn, 
And pacing to and fro, with heavy heart, 
I sadly think the man was made to mourn. 


My fevered brain prevents the boon of sleep, 
My heart is beating loud with nameless fear; 
I fairly curse the hour I first saw light 
Of day upon this miserable sphere. 
** Ys there a God?” I shriek, in blind despair, 
' My conscience smites—‘* Agnostic thoughts, away; 
I fear your subtle voice, your deadly touch. 
Rule others, if you will, with silent sway.” 


Why rasp the soul, and torture it with fears 
Of punishment eternal, slow, but dire? 
If God be just, would he contuse his work, 
And then consign it to hell's burning fire? 
While tbus I ponder o'er this time-worn theme, 
Which slowly seems to eat my brain away, 
A thousand fears and fancies fill my heart, 
And torture me until the dawn of day. 


I see my youth and manhood slowly pass; 

A loving, cheerful mother, long since dead, 
Forgotten friends and foes, too, join the march, 

Which fills my soul with fears and nameless dread. 
My mind is slowly bending ‘neath the strain. 

On earth I hav no longings now to dwell; 
No more I'll linger in this vale of tears, 

But find a home in heaven or in hell. 

[] H. M. Mzarn. 


Churehly Purpose and Performance 


The treasurer of the National Reform Association 
reports its financial condition better than for several years 
past. The Sundayites sometime since held a mass- 
meeting in Washington in behalf of the Blair-Gallinger 
District of Columbia Sunday bill. Members of the 
House, Senators, and ministers of the city delivered 
addresses. At the College Springs. Iowa, conven- 
tion of the National: Reformers, Mrs. Woodbridge, a 
national officer of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union, was one of the principal speakers. Copies 
of Dr. McAllister's ** Christian Civil Government” were 
presented to the libraries of Tarkio (Missouri) and Amity 
(College Springs, Iowa) colleges to train ‘‘those young, 
eager brains in the ways of Bible government for 
America.” 


Don't quote poetry in Vienna. A young woman has 


been sentenced to eight days’ severe confinement in jail 


because she quoted at a publie gathering of women 


Heinrich Heine’s ‘‘ Heaven we surrender to angela snd 
fools.” — -.-- The provincial synod of Brand-nbarg, 
Prussia, has issued a bull which deprives every Chri- 
tian that marries a Jew or Jewess of the benefits of the 
church and denial of ‘‘ Christian burial.” This in the 
year of our Lord, the Jew Jesus, 1894. °° The pro- 
vincial synod of Saxovy, Germany, clamors for the es- 
tablishment | f a Protestant inquisition to prosecute the 
writers and publishers of books which ** blasphe me” the 
holy queer. Bishop Goux, of Versailles, France, 
has written a book in which -he proves by chemistry, to 
his own satisfaction, that the only genuin ‘‘ holy coat” is 
to be found at Argenteuil  '.." Wilhelm  Harnish, 
editor Liehtsrahlen, Berlin, has been sentenced to one 
month’s imprisonment for , poking fun at a Catholic 
church invention. He had written a rather pointed arti- 
ele about the only genuin holv coat of Jesus, which is 
found at Trier, Moscow, St. Petersburg, and various 
other places. * The Pope forbade cremation of Cath- 
olics some years ago. An Austrian, Count Tarouca, died 
and willed one hundred thousand gulden to a Vienna 
cloister upon the condition that one of the monks should 
accompany his remains to Gotha crematory, and that his 
ashes should be deposited in the cloister church. The 
one hundred thousand gulden made his ‘‘ Infalhbility " 
the Pope become fallible. Santiago Salvador, the 
convicted and confessed Anarchist, who caused the 
catastrophe in the Barcelona theater, is a very pious and 
orthodox Catholic, who never forgets his ‘* crosses” or 
prayers, and who attended mass regularly. The church 
papers all the world over which stated that he was an 
Atheist must feel «ore now, yet it is not to be expected that 
they will retract a word of their former statement. 

Mrs. Williams, wife of an ex-attorney-general of the 
United States, is the head of a new sect in Oregon. She 
says that she is the greatest woman in Portland, because 
God speaks through her. Microbes, she declares, ‘‘ were 
vlaced in the blood as a penalty for the sin of Adam, and 
it is only when the blood is purged of them that the bod 
can acquire the condition of Adam before he had sinned. 
This minute life cannot subsist on the food partaken of 
by myself and my people during our periods of fasting, 
and the blood polluted by the microbes is supplanted by 
the blood of God. Itis only at God's command that we 
undertake a fast, and we cannot die if we obey him, for 
he sustains us. After a fast all passion isdead. There is 
no desire to sin. Married people liv apart and young 
people hav no wish to marry. Will not this depopulate 
the world with one generation? Yes; but do you not 
know that the millennium is at hand? Why should more 
children be born to share the fate of mankind? Iam 
teaching my pecple to prepare for it.” Alas! the poor, 
weak brains that come to grief in their encounters with 
the old wives’ fables of the Bible! :*.'.* The species of 
religion known 88 male Christianity has struck in deeply 
in the South. Here is one of the many symptoms of the 
disease. ‘‘The pastors of Savannah, Ga., hav recently 
expressed themselvs nearly unanimously as adverse to the 
practice of women preaching or exhorting. Clommenting 
upon this the Savannah Fress says: ‘Some women are per- 
suasiv speakers, and no objection can be urged to their lead- 
ing their own class meetings or conducting Bible lessons 
at their Sunday-school or prayer rooms. But the practice 
of encouraging women evangelists and women preachers, 
or women stump speakers will not prevail down here,’” 


eee 


Frank STEER is a young nativ of Des Moines now 
abroad making a name for himself. He will be remem- 
bered by a number of attendants at the West Des Moines - 
high school as a remarkable student of history. It used 
to be said that when Frank's turn came to recite in this 
particular branch of study. Professor Call always had to 
knock in his knees to get him to sit down, and to muzzle 
him to get him to shut up. The professor himself, even, 
went so far as to admit that Frank could possibly giv him 
a pointer or two in history, from the theoretical monkey 
period all the way up to date. For reasons best known 
to Frank, he left school a year or so before his graduat- 
ing term began, privately, however, continuing his 
studies diligently. He left history temporarily and 
turned his attention to theology and philosophy, and 
came out of his researches into the wisdom of the world 
an Ingersollian disciple. When B. Fay Mills was here a 
year ago last winter, Frank took occasion to correct a 
number of the gentleman’s misapprehensions concerning 
the character and works of one of Frank’s idols, Thomas 
Paine, in a two-column letter to the Reg ater, which, for 
reasons sufficient and satisfactory to Mr. Mills, and quite 
apparent to the casual inquirer, was not honored with a 
reply. Frank salto, some time since, took the liberty to 
except in the matter of certain views advanced and asser- 
tions made by the Rev. Mr. Sooy in the course of a Sun- 
day evening sermon, and fathered a rather incisiv 
pamphlet letter addressed to the gentleman, which did 
not, however, elicit a response. Frank attended the 
World's Freethought Congress in Chicago and delivered 
an address. During a convention there of the Free- 
thought Federation of America he was elected its first 
vice-president. He is presently engaged in lecturing 
from the Freethought platform, his engagements cover- 
ing a period of some three months, and including the 
cities of Chicago, Detroit, Cincinnati, Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, and a number of the smaller cities of the 
East. In a private letter he irreverently refers to his 
lecturing as ‘‘ preaching ” and to his lectures as ‘‘ser- 
mons.” He has met with success highly complimentary 
to his ability and not unflattering to the capacity of his 
purse. The Boston Investigator speaks of the youthful 
heretic as follows, in the conclusion of a column report 
of one of his **sermons" before the Ingersoll Secular 
Society: ‘‘ Mr. Steiner has a good presence, a good voice, 
and made a favorable impression at once. His ideas 
were clothed in fine language, and he was applauded 
time and again as he scored point after point against 
Christianity and the church. He is an eloquent speaker, 
a careful student, an original thinker, and a keen, logical 
debater. At the close he was accorded an encore.” 
Steiner will return to his home in De Moinés about May 
ist to rest up for an extended trip in the interest of his 
particular form of heresy in the Northwestern states.— 
Correspondent Des Moines Saturday Review. : 
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Observations. she would grow healthy and happy, but that of | little likelihood of its being done, and if there were, 
From present indications it is to be judged that | course is not the dramatist’s scheme in this instance. | no argument which they hav put forward could ‘hay 
the play “Hannele,” the suppression of which was | Christ the Stranger, as represented by Mr. Rich- | any influence with sane persons such as it is hoped 
undertaken by Elbridge T. Gerry on account of its | man, is a character that no Christian need be the constitutional convention is composed of. Their 
alleged impious character, has been indorsed by the | ashamed of, and although the angels on the whole | plea is that the suffrage is not a right or privilege, 
public and that its production will not cease through | are not quite so agreeable personages as women | but & duty which they would feel bound to attend 
intervention of policemen'selubs. I had never read | Ordinarily are on the stage, they are not offensiv, | to if enfranchised, and their prayer is that the cup 
or beheld anything that struck me as blasphemous, | despite their wings, which are a misfit. The piece | may pass from them. If these anti-suffrage women - 
but on the representation of Mr. Gerry that “ Han- | holds the attention of the spectator, and is no more | could be conceived of as-sufficiently intelligent to be _ 
nele” was such, I went to see the play on the open- | suggestiv of blasphemy than the living picture of | funny, their petition might be regarded as a joke, 
ing night. My first objection to it is that it is not | Moses in the bulrushes at the Garden theater. but it seems they are quite in earnest. There are 
a play but a scene. The Fifth Avenue Theater was EIEEE plenty of strong objections to women’s voting, the 
full and uncomfortably hot. The seat I occupied | I hav seen the advance sheets of a sketch of | first being that their participation in elections would 
was constructed to accommodate a soda cracker set | myself which is being printed in Mr. Putnam’s nearly double the expense. of the process, with no 
up edgewise, and did not fit me, but it was never- | “Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” It is corresponding advantage to the public. This mat- 
theless costly, and so I did not complain. The |quite flattering, but I think I could hav made it | ter has not been put forward strongly by the antis. 
scene Opened and continued on the darkened inte- | more that way if Mr. Putnam had allowed me to | The argument in its favor is that since men vote, 
rior of an almshouse in Silesian Prussia. Several | Write it myself intead of getting the Editor of this | there is no conceivable reason why women should 
inmates, who, it seems, are in that country permitted orien io do S My P ephe I oe E not, and I know of no other nor see the need for 
. that I am “pudgy,” which is a circumstance that, | any. > : : 
to g poste bee d "er oed. rns pure left to myself, T should not hav revealed, although | There is now and has been for the past fifty 
characters hav wearied the spectators in the usual I am duly vain of the virtuous habits and untroubled | years an unmistakable inclination among great 
fashion, a robust young man looking like a priest | conscience that hav permitted me to be fat. | numbers of the more intelligent persons to keep out 
comes in out of the snow, bearing in his arms a There are many things in the life of a fat man | of politics, to cease their attempts to govern others, 
young girl, whom he places upon the bed. He. is which he would fain forego, especially if his weight | and to follow the more desirable occupation of i 
Gottwald, a school-teacher, and she is Hannele | accumulates while he is young. Among all the | governing themselvs. I wish that the women like 
(pronounced Hahnelly), alleged daughter of one | girls I hav ever paid marked attention to in a life | Mrs. Stanton and her female brethren had chosen 
Mattern, a mason, who quarters at the almshouse. | quite assiduously devoted to that delusion, I never | to join this class, though I suppose that in the 
On account of hardship and abuse by her putativ | found one who was not sensitiv on the subject of a | regular course of evolution it is necessary that 
father, the girl has attempted suicide by drowning, | fat beau, and I hav for that reason been at a dis- | women should go through the legislativ period in 
being rescued by Gottwald. A constable, a magis- | #dvantage in the presence of other males with less | order to get out of it. They must learn, as some 
trate, and a doctor appear, but are unable to draw | beauty, as I viewed them. It is true that this | men hav, what an impotent thing is the ballot and 
any information from the girl. Gottwald is more | Sensitivness on the part of the female disappears | how poor a gift: is the privilege of the suffrage. 
successful and finds that Hannele immersed herself | after marriage, and that the conjugal mate of a| The evils of an ignorant, prejudiced, bigoted, and 
in the pond because she saw Jesus beckoning to | chubby gentleman finds joy in poking her fingers | vicious ballot are so apparent that no one denies 
her from the depths. Evidently her mind is over- | into the adipose tissue covering his ribs, but that | their existence, and we hav therefore placed legis- 
wrought by contemplation of her misery and by re- | does not offset the other inconveniences. For | latures, the executiv, and the courts between the 
ligious instruction. Other inmates disclose the | x#mple, when pleased it is not agreeable for him | ballot box and the statute book. These will remain 
cruelty of Mattern and he isapprehended. A sister | to be obliged to repress all evidences of hilarity for | when women vote, and they can rely upon it that 
of charity or deaconess is called in to nurse Han-| fear of shaking down, a stovepipe or cracking a | the general result, beyond increased expense and 
nele, but goes out occasionally, and during her | chair. He would like to be able, sometimes, to sit | corruption at the polls, wil not be affected. 
absence the girl has the visions which constitute the | With his legs crossed, or to pull off his boots with- | Political reform is not going to be brought about, 
blasphemous portions of the alleged play. First re- | out getting red in the face. He feels a trifle guilty | however, by restricting suffrage to males or by dis- 
turns the cruel father, who accuses Hannele of | for taking up so much space in the world, and he is | franchising “ignorant foreigners.” It will begin 
shamming illness and orders her out of bed to re- | bound to be squeezed in public places. He is ex- j at the top, and will come through the large class of 
plenish the fire. In endeavoring to obey him she | pected to be good-natured at all times. Any one | which I hav spoken who are a law unto themselvs 
falls ina faint, and Sister Martha, the deaconess, | Who wants a favor will pick him out from a dozen | and who will refuse to be governed or robbed by 
rushes in ahd restores her to the couch. The sister | lean men. He is conte nned for being late at aj the politicians and their mob of electors, male or 
again absenting herself, Hannele's dead mother ap- | fire. He may find more pleasure than others in sit- | female. As I said before, I wish the advanced 
pears and describes the glories of the blest. Again, | ting down, but in the enjoyment of this comfort he | women had chosen to identify themselvs with these, 
angels present themselvs at the foot of the bed and | is called indolent. His clothes are as menleacks, | instead of the others. 
gladden the sufferer. Further on, the dark angel | his hat as a bushel measure, and his shoes spread zm ] gum UE 
Death is seen; he claims the girl, but is “avaunted” | Over a large acreage. On a warm day he steams In Cincinnati, the other day, the Rev. Father 
by the deaconess, who recognizes him and inter- | like a clambake; the heat vexes him, and the sharp | Dominick O’Grady, a Catholic priest, shot a girl 
poses her “consecrated hand." Then are brought | elbows of his neighbors crucify his flesh. Such is | dead, his reason for doing so being that she rejected 
crystal slippers and gorgeous robes wherewith | the penalty of the virtuous life and the untroubled | his attentions and made him jealous. A few months 
Hannele apparels herself, and lies upon the bed, a | conscience by which I am marked, and such are the | ago the Rey. Father Conley, a Catholic priest of 
beautiful corpse. The school-master Gottwald, with | griefs from which my biographer in * Four Hun- | Duluth, Minn., ravished a thirteen-year-old girl, and 
the school-children, Hannele’s playmates, appear, to | dred Years of Freethought” has torn the veil with was sentenced to twenty years in the penitentiary. 
whom the teacher delivers a homily; neighbors flock | ruthless hand. A picture of the undersigned ac- | It is only fair to female members of the Catholic 
around, and four youths in white bring a crystal | companies the sketch and adds great value to the | church to say that their conduct does not often 
coffin, placing therein the dead girl. Now comes | Work as a whole. lead to the tragic and disastrous results here 
Mattern, the alleged father, who is not aware of his| ——— noted, and that it was wholly irregular for the 
daughter’s demise, and whom the neighbors hiss at young women concerned to giv the reverend fathers 
asa murderer. But Gottwald assumes the charac- cause for such extreme measures. The priests hav. 
ter of messenger and accuser; Mattern denies his the women of the church fairly under control, and 
complicity in the girl’s death; a flower upon her a frequént repetition of these developments need 
breast becomes incandescent; thunders roll and not be looked for. m 
lightnings flash, and Gottwald calls Mattern a liar. NET 
Some ot the critics hav shuddered because at this I observe from Mr. Charles Watis's correspond- 
point the mason threatens the messenger with per- ence in this issue that the writer has been touched 
sonal violence, but as the former is a man of magnif- by the beauties of returning spring, his remarks 
icent physique, while the latter is comparativly thereon being quite as poetical as though he had 
undersized, no serious apprehensions as to the re- thrown them into the form of verse. All the mild- 
sult are entertained by the audience. Finally the ness he has noted in the English atmosphere can 
cruel father slinks away; Gottwald’s somber vest- not be confined to Europe, but is quite conspicuous 
ments drop off, and he stands transfigured under here; and the posies are in blossom, daisies and 
calcium lights as the Stranger, that is, Jesus Christ. forget-me-nots, some of them along the wayside, 
He approaches the coffin, clasps the dead girl's but the most of them in pots. As I write, a calla- 
hands, speaks her name, and she arises to shelter lily, which we brought from Puget Sound, all the 
herself under his protecting arm. Angels and way across the country, to transplant in Eastern 
seraphs are summoned, who appear in a blaze of ground, in the kettle where we placed it, now is 
effulgence from the wings, and the master leads sending branches out that remind me of my boy- 
Hannele upa flight of stairs at the rear of the stage hood and the bright potato sprout. In the park 
into regions supposed to be those of ineffable glory. the green is spreading as the sunny moments pass, 
Whereat the curtain falls to rise again momentarily and in vain the park policeman strives to keep it off 
on the interior of the almshouse, showing the dead the grass. There's the cuckoo in our country, and 
girl in her former ragson her miserable bed. That his voice is often heard in our halls of legislation, 
is all. but it’s not the English bird. By a strange con- 
Though there are two scenes in “Hannele,” it is catenation of phenomenal events, the blossom of 
really one, the curtain’s fall at about the middle of the plum-tree can be seen inside the fence; and 
it affording only a three-minute intermission, dur- the colored circus poster bourgeons on the rented 
ing which the audience is respectfully requested by hoards, though such lumber in this country is de- 
the program to remain seated. On the whole, the nominated boards. Inthe yard upon the clothes- 
production is pathetic and what my Snohomish line hang the carpet and the rug, while the young 
partner, Mr. C. H. Packard, would call tear-starting. man’s wayward fancy lightly turns to thoughts of 
It would be nobler if Gottwald, instead of merely hug. You can tell that spring is with us, not be- 
rebuking the brutal parent and then taking the cause the sun is hot, but the Editor is restless to be 
girl's spirit to heaven, would throw him out of the | selvs unnecessarily in endeavoring to thwart the sailing on a yacht. (Since the snow fell in November 
window, after the style of Josh Whitcomb, and | intent of their sisters to hav the word male stricken | and the wintry breezes blew he has raised a crop 
transplant Hannele to some old homestead where ou of the Constitution of New York. There is of whiskers for the winds to wander through.) 


A-contemporary having stated that “the prefer- 
ence given by industrial employers to the man who 
does not use intoxicating liquors has done more to 
sober the nation than all the Prohibition drum and 
trumpet rant that has been uttered since Neal Dow 
first posed as a Prohibitionist;" Editor Funk, of 
the New York Voice, says: “You forget, however, 
that when Neal Dow started his Prohibition crusade 
‘industrial employers’ had an idea that neither 
they nor their men could do a full day’s work with- 
out intoxicating liquors. Their present attitude is 
itself one of the results accomplished by the Prohi- 
bition agitation.” . os 

I judge from this utterance of the Voice that 
Prohibition, rightly comprehended, means that the 
sentiment of abstinence has more influence than its 
enforcement; for certainly Prohibition can claim 
no practical results except in a comparativly few 
isolated instances, while discrimination against 
drunken employees is world-wide. It is no senti- 
ment which leads tó this discrimination, except, 
perhaps, in the case of Messrs. Funk & Wagnalls, 
and I am inclined to believe that even they would 
prefer & competent workman who drank occasion- 
ally to an incompetent abstainer. The reason why 
employers prefer non-drinkers is obvious—they are 
more reliable; and it must follow, as a natural re- 
sult, that when a workman finds he can not hold a 
job and drink, he will, if sensible, giv up the drink. 
This might occur in New York; but if in New York 
there were no objection to a drinking employee, I 
do. not see how Prohibition in Iowa, Kansas, or 
Maine could influence him to swear off. 


The anti-woman suffragists are exerting them- 
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Coxey’s horde of Common wenlers throng the high- 
way and the town; Christ has been reincarnated in 
the person of Carl Browne. In the churches con- 
tributions now are given with a zest fur the minis- 
ters vacation and the congregation’s rest; while 
the voices of the captains from the rivers inward 
float, and the people take excursions on a Coney 
Island boat. Oh, the spring has dawned for certain, 
like the one we. had last year, and when the snow 
has gone again another will appear. 
Gzo. E. Maoponaxp. 


News and Notes. 


The “Sunrise Club" is a unique institution, and 
stands for all sorts of looking forward to better 
times. It is a reform affair, permeated with the 
sociable spirit. I had the pleasure of attending 
on Monday, May "th, its club dinner, and I found 
a very congenial atmosphere. There was plenty of 
intellectual excitement, with the good things that 
pleased the palate. It is rather encouraging for 
pioneers to sit down to a good, square meal, and 
then, with a satisfied appetite, discuss the radical 
problems of human life. It givs a brightening as- 
pect to the forlorn hope. The question discussed 
this evening was, “ Is Socialism Practicable?” No 
conclusion was reached, but a great variety of 
bright and conflicting ideas were expressed. There 
was no unanimity of opinion. Starr Hoyt 
Nichols opened with what might be called the hard, 
common-sense view of the whole matter; and I 
followed with a statement of Freethought democ- 
racy, Which, to my mind, is the path of political re- 
form; and then Idealists mainly occupied the floor 
with a delineation of what might be if human na- 
ture were only perfectly right. Most any kind of 
“ism” would be practicable if all men and women 
were supremely wise. But as we hav to deal with 
ignorance and Grime, that alters the condition of the 
problem. However, we all believe in “Sunrise,” in 
a better and brighter day for humanity, notwith- 
standing all difficulties; and it is well to come 
together, and view the Sunrise and its manifold and 
spreading lights, even if we don’t hav the same 
standpoint, or see the same glory. So I hope the 
«Sunrise Club ” will long fling its shifting hues upon 
the pathway of reform. 

Next comes the Liberal Olub, with its heteroge- 
neous independence, and this time a woman dared 
the criticisms of this Socratic. audience, which is 
always asking questions and demanding a reason 
for everything; and unless one has a reason there 
is no use of talking. Mrs. Stanton-Blatch, & daugh- 
ter of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, was thé speaker of 
the evening, and she gave luster tothe ancestral 
name. She discussed that burning question—wom- 
an’s rights and woman's work. She did not deal at 
all in sentiment, but in facts and logic. It was a 
straightforward discourse and hard to be answered, 
and the critics of the Liberal Club did not antag- 
onize it, but made opposition only on some side 
issues. A dusky Indian princess was present, who 
added interest to the occasion, and gave some quite 
vivid ideas about aboriginal life and its superiority 
in some respects to civilized life. It seems that we 
can learn something from the Indian. Mrs. Stanton- 
Blatch gave one of the best expositions of the 
woman question I hav yet heard. She has evi- 
dently studied the question in all its aspects, in the 
true scientific spirit, and supports her arguments 
with statistics. Her main point was that in the 
world of industry woman has always been as potent 
a fector as man, only she has been a slave. It is 
better for man and woman that woman be free in 
the realm of industry, for in the end it will be higher 
wages for man and woman, and. co-operation and 
not competition. 

On Tuesday evening I listened to the Theosoph- 
ical Hindoo monk, who is quite eloquent, and who 
created somewhat of a sensation at the World’s 
Parliament of Religions by his presentation of 
Oriental philosophy. I really cannot find anything 
new in these Theosophical speculations. They are 
simply metaphysics. But since they are anti- 
orthodox and help to stir people's minds, it is quite 
enjoyable to listen to their exposition in a pictur- 
esque manner. The monk appears in his nativ 
costume, has a fine, intellectual face, a pleasing 
voice, and without doubt is master of his subject. 
He reasons subtly, and unless one follows him 
closely he is pretty apt to be ensnared in the Hin- 
doo’s dazzling idealism. Perhaps these philo- 
sophical fancies are a good pathway to many minds 
out of the bigotry and darkness of orthodoxy. 

I myself lectured at Newark Sunday afternoon 
on * Liberty and Authority.” The Newark Liberal 
League is flouri-hing. The audience is ready to 
listen to all sides. Liberty and authority present 
the most difficult problem of all, and even among 
Liberals there is by no means entire agreement. 


` Of course all are in favor of abolishing the authority | 


of church and Bible and priest and king, but when 
it comes into politics and the sphere of the state 
apparently wide. differences arise.. Two great tend- 
encies are in the “ people's advent "—to Collectivism 
and to Individualism; and it looks at first as if one 
must triumph at the expense of the other. But I 
am inclined to think that the broad-minded and 
acute Stephen Pearl Andrews is right when he says 
that the problem is to unite these two. Certainly 
we desire in the future of humanity splendid indi- 
vidualities, grand personalities, great men and great 
women. Can there be any supreme civilization 
without these ? 
out humanity a unity of action and a common in- 
terest? This, to-my mind, is the sublime goal. 

: I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Bird, amidst the splendid sunshine and the beauti- 
ful flowers, and so the pathway of the Secular 
Pilgrim is filled with the bright colors of hope and 
friendship, and the toils of the future are gilded 
with promis. a 

I lecture at Northport, Long Island, June 4th—8th, 
and after that I shall push Westward on my year's 
lecture trip During the month of May I shall 
devote myself to the Constitutional Convention and 
open the way for Freethought work as far as pos- 
sible. Sawvzr P. Purnam. 


* Four Hundred Years." 

The finishing touches hav been put on the plates 
of Mr. Putnam’s big book, and it is now in the 
hands of the pressman. An elaborate Index has 
been prepared, so that any character or subject 
touched upon may be turned to at a moment's no- 
tice. Although the printed pages number more 
than eight hundred and fifty, the illustrations are 
80 numerous as to occur at about every sixth page. 
An ample Introduction sets forth the object of the 
work and tells the reader how it is to be regarded 
—not as a biographical dictionary, but as a chron- 
ological history of the development of Freethought. 
At the same time there is much of date and biog- 
raphy. The frontispiece is Bruno, who, standing 
at the threshold of the new era, looks forward to 
the great Ingersoll, the typical Freethinker of to- 
day; the latter, with daughter's babe upon his 
knee,” holding, as it were, the blossom of the pres- 
ent and the promis of the future in his hand. Under 
the head of “ Proem" the author, in one of the best 
poems he ever wrote, has set forth the significance 
of the group as no other could. . 

There are twenty-five chapters in the book, with 


subdivisions as follows: 


Chavter I.—Proem, Introduction. 

Chapter 1I. —Oolumbus, Vasco de Gama, and Magellan— 
The three Voyages. 

Chapter IfI.—Before Columbus. 

Chapter 1V.—Astronomy. . 

Ohapter V.—The Reformation. : 

Chapter VI.—Philosophy: Bruno and Spinoza. 

Chapter VIL—Pomponazzi, Telesio, Oasmpanella, and 


Vanivi. : 
Chapter VIII.—The Oritical ey edt drde 
Locke. Hume, Kant, Hamilton, and Comte, — 
Chapter IX.— The Final Scientific Answer—Monism. — 
Chapter X.—Education and Ethics—Bacon, Comenius, 
Pestalozzi, Froebel, Combe, Herbert Spencer, Hux- 
ley, Holyoake, Owen, Haeckel. - 
Chapter XI. — Literature — Provencal, Rabelais, Mon- 
taigne, Cervantes, Mysteries and Moralities, Mar- 
lowo, Shakepeare: 
Chapter .—Gibbon. . 
Ohapter XIII. — Voltaire, The French Revolution, 
Thomas Paine, Rousseau, The Paris Salon, Condor- 
cet, Volney. -— : 
Ohapter XTV. Shelly and Goethe—Homer, Virgil, Mil- 
ton — Modern Poets— Burns, Wordsworth, tcott, 
Keats, Byron, Lessing, Schiller. 
Chapter X V.—Geology—Age of Man—Age of the Earth— 
Order of Evolution. 
Chapter XVI.—Evolution—Methods, Proofs, Results— 
Religion—Morality, Progress. E 
Chapter XVII. — Modern Europe — Politics — Kossuth, 
Mazzini—Garibaldi, Proudhon, Bakounine, Marx, 
Oastelar, Bradlaugh. : " 
Chapter XVIII.—Modern Europe—Literature—Religion 
—Tennyson, Swinburne, Massey, Hugo, Zola, Ibsen. 
Chapter XIX.—America Before the Civil War—Puritans, 
Abolition, The Yankee. ae 
Chapter X X.— Woman's Emanoipation— Woman and the 
Bible. the Church, the State, Before Ohristianity. 
Chapter XXI.—America To- Day. EN È 
Chapter XXIL—Freethought Organization — America, 
Englanud—COontinental Europe. _ . 
Ohapter XXTIT.—American Biographical Sketches. 
Charter XXIV.— English Biographical Sketches. 
Chapter XXV.—Freethinkers of Continental Europe. 
The following names of subscribers to “Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought” hav been received 
since the last acknowledgment a week ago. The 
entire list, which is to appear in the book, will be 
reserved for the last form. Reader, is your name 
written there? It is the book of the kingdom of 
Freethought, and there is nowhere a brighter page. 


.—John Q. Carter, Perry McDorman. 
Gtiforia— Will g. Baker, N. D. Goodell, Victor 
Tasan. R. Burns 
naas.—J. R. Burns. . 
Kentucky.— Miss May Collins. 
Maryland.—John H. Harp. 


And yet must there not be through- | 
J. S. Martin. 
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Massachusetts.—O. M. Bush, Mrs. Harriet C. Dodge. 

Michigan.—M. A, Dexter, Francis R. Payne. 

Minnesota. —M. A. Gilmore. 

Missouri.— O. W. Oaines. 

Montans.—W. H. Culver. 

New Jersey.—J. S. Shephard. 

New York.—W. W. Ames, B. E. Harrington, G. A. 
Fens ous F. Larabee, Eugene V. C. Myers, Wm. A. 

ands. 

Ohio.—S. F. Fobes, Elmer Miller, Fred W. Raper, 
James Roth, Alex. Scott. 

Oregon.—Miss Lilla Turney. : l 

Pennsylvania. —O. J. Curtis, Ed. W. Dewey. 

Texas.—T. Theo. Colwick, M. H. Goldowsky, G. S. 
Lincoln M. D., B. O. Marray, R Peterson. : 

Washington.—O. W. Samis, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Selde. 


West Virginia —Geo. W. Robinson. 
Wisconsin.— James H. Wilson. 
Osnada.— Joseph Fortier. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tu Milwaukee Liberal Olub meets at Severance Hall, 
491 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.80 p.m. 


Tas Radical Library meets in Skerrett’s Hall, Ridge 
avenue and Green street, Philadelphia.. Open on Tues: 
day, 7.80 to 10 p.m. 


Tus First Secular Church of Portland, Or., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 1703 Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 P. m. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-schoolin same place at 19:80 P. x. 


Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 290 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for May: 


May 11th—‘‘ Liberty and Authority," S. P. Putnam. 


T. B. Wakeman, Henry Rowley. Samuel P. Putnam 
and Joseph Warwick, so far constitute the speakers 
for the Paine Celebration at New Rochelle on May 80th. 
There will be others, and a splendid and lively pro- 
gram may confidently be expected. 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL Lmacum of Philadelphia will 
commemorate the anniversary of Stephen Girard’s birth 
with appropriate exercises, Sunday. May 20th, at 2.80 and 
7.80 P m., in Warner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets. 
Able talent has been secured for this occasion, and hav- 
ing & commodious hall with & seating capacity for one 
thousand people, Liberals are eordially invited to par- 
ticipate. Gmo. Lonarorp, Sec. 


. Tas Women’s LregRAn LuaGURE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Radical Library open 7.80 to 10 p.m. Pro- 
gram for May: s 
May 15th—‘‘ Essentials of Socialism,” Dr. G. Metzler. 
May 22d—'* Woman and Single Tax,” George Stephens. 
May miie men in Journalism," Mrs. T. H. Symon, 
ec, U.L.L. 


Ox Friday last, at the Manbattan Liberal Olub, Mrs. 
Stanton-Blatch, daughter of Elizabeth Oady Stanton, 
spoke upon ‘‘ The Economic Freedom of Women.” Not- 
withstanding that adverse criticism was invited, the crit- 
ics commended the lecture in every way. It was an ap- 
peal for the economic freedom of women, a plea for the 
better management of children, and codperation in the 
affairs of home. The lecturer did not see any reason 
why men should not help themselvs: more, instead of 
thrusting s? much upon women, using valuable time, 
which could be employed better than in sewing on but- 
tons, and doing other things which men could do just as 
well. 


Mrs. Emma BzaorwiTH spoke last Sunday before the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association on '* Where Are We 
At? From a Woman's Standpoint.” It was au interest. 
ing lecture, containing many facts and sprinkled with 
bright remarks. Looking at thiugs from a bookkeeping 
standpoint, she thought that sosially and religiously we 
had a balance on the right side, but in. politics there was 
a deficit somewhere and the lecturer was not sure where 
we would come out. She thought that no person should 
be allowed to vote until he had resided here for 21 years, 
and that America should hav absolute monetary inde- 
pendence. 


Tx Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for May: 


May 18th—‘‘ Liberty and Authority,” 8. P. Putnam. 

May 20th—‘‘ The Science of Lite," Rev. F. E. Mason. 

May 27th —'* A Study of Shelley," Henry Rowley. Oon- 
cluding meeting; report of season's work; vocal and 
instrumental music. 

May 80th, Decoration Day,-Paine Celebration at New 
Rochelle. Tickets, including railroad fare, 50 cents. 
Tickets are exchangeable for railroad ticket to New 
Rochelle and return by special train of the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., which will leave 
Grand Central Depot at 12.30 r.m. The return ticket 
trom New Rochelle will be good on any train during 

e day. 


Sunday-school Teacher: “Now, who can tell me 
why Satan was cursed? Hold up your hand.” 
Dave: “’Cause he told the truth.” - 


A high, broad forehead is like a red rag to a 
priest. The boy built on that plan will eat of the 
tree of knowledge and tell the truth about it, even 
if he is alone in a neighborhood of Christian liars, 
slanderers, and gossips who are ready to vilify in- 
telligence by any low means in order to carry their 
precinct for the master who ordered all the men, 
women, and little children killed, “saving only the 
maidens alive” for purposes which are excluded 
from the United States mail unless religiously con- 
nected with the postmaster-general. i 
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Letters of Rriends. 


A Veteran’s Order. 
Wyomrne, Ia., April 23, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1 for ten 
copies of the arguments on taxing church 
property. ABNER KIMBALL. 


For the Advancement of Freethought. 

i Sorzano, Ky., April 19, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2. You 
may use same for the advancement of 
Freethought in a way that you think will 

do the most good. M. F. BALEE. 


Would Make a Strong Team. 

Zortou, KAN., April 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 to extend 
my subscription. Ifit were not for your 
paper I do not know where I would turn 
to find out what the Christians are doing 
in Congress in trying to get God into our 
Constitution. I think that will never be 
accomplished, at least, not while we hav 
men like Putnam defending our cause. 
I do wish R. G. Ingersoll would take 
hold with Putnam; they, combined, would 
make a strong team to fight the dastardly 

hypocrits. S. I. CLEAYELAND. 


Since Bennett’s Arrest. 
. Fory, Mion., May 1, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $6.50 for 
Tus Trota SEEKER and “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” Iam rather late 
with my remittance. I hav been trying to 
get a new subscriber to send slong with 
mine, but the times are so hard I could not 
make it out. I hav been a Freethinker 
ever since I can remember ; hav taken 
and read Tux TRUTH SEEKER with interest 
ever since D. M. Bennett was arrested at 
Watkins by that orthodox band. I am 
well pleased with the paper, and expect to 
take it as long as I liv, if I can raise the 
stamps. M. A, Dexter. 


Truthful and Reliable. 
Leroy, N. Y., April 30, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I send in registered letter: 
$2, to extend my subscription to the end 
of the year. There are many things of in- 
terest, both to Secularists and church be- 
lievers, now pending, and I find that THE 
TnauvH Serer givs information more di- 
reot and reliable in regard to such matters 
than can be found in other publiostions 
within my reach. 

It is highly important that both Secular- 
ists and church believers keep themselvs 
posted on pending issues, and I think 
your paper has, or should hav, credit for 
being truthful and reliable on such mat- 
ters. Truly yours, E. C. DURFEE. 


Not Enough Free Soup. 

SKOWHEGAN, Mz, April 24, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5, for which 
send me Ingersoll’s lectures in one vol- 
ume. We expect to hav this talented 

orator in this city in September. 

We hav had two hundred and fifty of 
God’s chosen ones in our city the past 
: week, being in attendance at the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Conference. They hav 
made Colonel Ingersoll’s visit & positiv 
necessity, for they hav preached *'hell-fire 
and damnation ” quite strongly, and the 
atmosphere needs cooling, and they must 

know ‘‘ What [they] can do to be saved.” 
Considering the fact that the conference 
had not been held in Skowhegan for thirty 
years, many were grieved, and I think the 
ministers most of all, to think that eighty 
members had to stop at the hotel and pay 

board. Dr. F. S. BraELow. 


What is the Matter in Ohio? 
Suvvrnnz, Onto, April 9, 1894. 

. Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $2. Apply 
$1 on subscription to Toe TRUTH SEEKER, 
and send me ** Men, Women, and Gods,” 
** Sabbath Breaking,” ‘‘ Thumbscrew and 
Rack," and ‘‘Self-Contradictions of the 
Bible." Iam sorry that I cannot send you 
any new subscribers, as I had expected. 
There are a number of Liberals in this part 
of the country, but they are apathetic. A 
number of them are teachers like myself. 
Ohio is becoming so Christianized that I 
think God will soon resign as celestial king 
to become presiding officer in the Ohio 
legislature. If I hav not been misin- 
formed, a man who thinks so lightly of 
God’s day as to fish on said day may be 


fined $50 and costs. The parties who fur- 
nish the convicting evidence get half the 
fine. If the person fined is poor, he is 
sent to the workhouse as a slave to this 
most Christian state, the state paying the 
informer. Sunday pairoling will pay bet- 
ter than fishing. I hereby recommend the 
legislators of Ohio to study Remsburg on 
Sabbath-breaking. 

Yours for a perpetuation of constitu- 
tional liberty, Sam. C. WESTFALL. 

Wettstein Cannot Faze Him. 
Urnsana, O., April 24, 1894. - 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $6 for sub- 
scription. Now I don't want to tell stories 
or make excuses, for I did the best I could. 
Almost all Freethinkers are poor; no 
millionaires among us. I wish there were. 

I am not able to get **Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” and other books I 
want, but think I shall soon. 

I hav taken Tue TRUTH SEEKER from 
the start and I hav not yet seen an argu- 
ment that could knock me out of the true 
principle of Spiritualism, but I hav no 
controversy with Materialists. I hav been 
there, but I hav progressed and that is the 
line upon which we can work ,to kill ortho- 
doxy and every man-made god. IfI hav 
to stop the paper it will be because I am 
not able to pay. Wm. H. BAXTER. 


Some Questions. 
Lockwoop, Wasu., Feb. 4, 1894, 

Mr. Enprror: Please permit me to ask a 
few questions. What would be the most 
benefit to the human family, science and 
facts or religion and faith? Would it be 
any more trouble for a god to giv us facts 
than it would be to giv faith? Who hav 
been fighting science from its infancy? 
Hav they been the so-called devil's people, 
the Infidels, or hav they been the so- 
called God's people, the Christians? 
Would the world be better off without sci- 
ence than it would with science? Will 
some Christian friend who is well versed 
in history please answer the above ques- 
tions? For an illustration: If it could 
be possible for two parties to start out in 
opposit directions on a straight line, and 
travel a billion years and a billion miles a 
second, what do you suppose each party 
would find God doing at his journey’s 
end? And do you suppose little brother 
God-Jesus would hav himself spread out 
from one party to the other? 

Yours truly, H, O. OROOKER. 
Our Reward When Reason Rules. 
Vera Oroz, Ind., Feb. 12, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed fiud $3, renewal 
of my subscription for one year. I tried 
in vain to getsome Liberals to join me, I 
went to Bluffton, our county seat, on pur- 
pose, but failed. They ali say the paper is 
too dear. Well, we know, but the number 
of truth-loving people is ‘so small that I 
know you are not getting very rich, even 
at this rate. 

The Investigator, the Freethinker, the 
Independent Pulpit, etc., all good, are 
swamping my table with sample copies. 
Well. after deliberation, I thought I would 
stick by you. I may hav ‘‘ an ax to grind ” 
by and by, brother, and as I am a poor 
man, I am not.very saucy. 

I would very much like to hav Putnam’s 
“Four Hundred Years of Fr3ethought,” 
but I cannot reach it now. . 

Tell the Liberals all over the world for 
me, that as the light of reason dawns the 
eause of truth against error will prevail, 
when we may obtain our reward, 

Fraternally, J. M. MILLER. 


“ Infidel?’ Grates on the Ear. 
. San CARLOS, A. T., Feb. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: Your interesting journal 
is gladly received here each week by the 
few who are inclined to our way of think- 
ing, and is read by quite a number who do 
not openly profess ue ‘be of Freethought 
opinions. 

The rather harsh term ‘‘ Infidel” deters 
many a person from asavowing his true 
thoughts in publie, but the fact that he 
harbors these ideas, no matter how deeply 
hidden within him, shows us that sound 
common sense is in the ascendant and will 
eventually gain the day. 

Religion has been the curse of mankind 
from time immemorial. Directly or indi- 
rectly, it has caused war, persecutions, 
famin, insanity, murder—in fact, nearly 


everything detrimental to the good of 
mankind, which it. so zealously claims .to 
protect. Our lunatic asylums are crowded 
to overflowing by victims of this. baleful 
superstition. Even those who are proof 
against the wiles of this social monster, 
but lack courage and determination to 
proclaim their honest opinions, willingly 
and knowingly pursue their way through 
this vast net-work of hypocrisy and illu- 
sion, with no thought or consideration ex- 
cept when their gains are affected by it. 
With most sincere hopes of prosperity 


and success for your truly interesting. 


sheet, I am, respectfully yours, 
H. M. Mezan. 


Hopeful, and Prospectivly Generons. 
Riveeway, N. Y., April 28, 1894.. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav just been~ reading 
pages 250-51 of your issue of April 21st 
and I find so much to commend in all of 
them, but particularly the letters of W. F. 
Jamieson, S. G. Etheridge, G. A. Boyd, 
Overmyer’s speech, and the Editor’s reply 
to Peter Wessel's letter, that I wish to 
heartily indorse and commend them all. 


I hav been passing through severe finan- |: 


cial embarrassments for the past seven 
years, so I hav been unable to support the 
cause of truth as against superstition as 
freely as I would hav been. pleased to do. 
My financial prospects, however, are 
now looking brighter and if realized will 
involve a change of residence to another 
state, when, if my hopes are not delusiv, I 
will giv a liberal percentage of my income 
to the support of measures to prevent our 
beloved country being cursed with a the- 
ocracy. Gro L. PRATT. 


From a Hotbed of Orthodoxy. 
New Marxet, IA., April 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been taking your 
paper till it has become necessary -to my 
existence. I liv in such a hotbed of or- 
thodoxy that but for Tum TRUTH SEEKER 
and your publications I would never hav 
believed that the silly dogma of Chris- 
tianity is on the wane, for here the blood- 
sucker still gets his sustenance by preach- 
ing up the horrors of hell, to which he 
never fails to consign everyone outside 
his. own particular creed, and especially 
all doubters and investigators. In fact, 
there are not a half dozen outspoken Free- 
thinkers in this (Taylor) county. I hav 
the honor of being the only one who ever 
spoke in public against the Christian re- 
ligion within this county.. That-was ina 
two nights’ discussion with a young sky 
pilot of the Disciple creed, and realizing 
that this would be my last and only chance, 
I tried to hit the rotten old hulk of Chris- 
tianity a hard blow; and when through I 
felt that I had not failed. We will try to 
hav Remsburg the Great to deliver one to 
three lectures within this county this 
spring. Now let me say again that I know 
of no other paper that approaches equality 
with Tae TRurH SEEKER. I admire the 
wonderful genius of Heston. Iam amused 
at the wit of. George. I fully appreciate 
the untiring zeal of Putnam. In truth, I 
feel myself a friend to all contributors 
and correspondents of that paper; but for 
solid food for thought, for masterpieces 
of logic, reason, and argument, presented 
in a manner so plain that the wayfaring 
man, though a fool, etc.— for all these giv 
me our worthy Editor. I would much 
rather shake his hand than that of Grover 
Cleveland. 

The $6.50 is for the renewal of my sub- 
scription and ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” Hoping it will not be too 
late to enroll my name in that book, I am, 
as ever, a friend in the cause of freedom. 

Warren O'DErnr. 


A Tandem Discussion. 
. RownAND, On , Febf 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: The most of the people 
here are ''wedded to their idols.” But 
few of them hav ever heard a Freethought 
lecture, and fewer still read Liberal books 
or papers. 

The nearest we hav ever had a Free- 
thought lecture here was at Harrisburg, 
distant seven miles, C. B. Reynolds lec- 
tured there four or five yéars ago, and 
then there were but few of the orthodox 
fraternity out to hear him. Colonel Inger- 
soll and Brother Putnam hav been at 
Eugene City, some twenty miles from 
here, twice each, and had good audiences, 


There is where I. D. Driver, D. D ;elaima 


to hav had a discussion with Colonel-In- 


gersoll. - Well, he did; but he did hia äis- 
cussing about a fortnight after the: čolónel 
had gone back to Chicago. 

It relieves the doctor very much: to: tell 
the people here how he had a discussion 
with the colonel in Chicago, and -to tell 
the people there how he had a discussion 


-with him in Oregon or Washington, when, - 


as a matter of fact, he never had a public 
debate with the colonel anywhere. Bat it 
is almost impossible for the doctor to de- 
liver a discourse at any time or any place 
without telling his audience something 
that Colonel Ingersoll has said or done, 
Remember me kindly to **The Man with 
the Badge pin," and tell him that hig 
** Observations" are almost like a love- ` 
letter to me. I hav never seen him, but I 
feel that I am acquainted with him.  In- 
deed, I feel so toward the whole Trura 
SEEKER family. With much esteem, I re- 
main, F. M. Kizer. 


‘Eternal Hell and the Golden Rule. 

: San BERNARDINO, April 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $4, to 
renew subscription and for Miss Wixon' 8 
book, ** Right Living.” 

. We are great admirers of this sharing 
writer's stories, so simply true to. life, 
They teach a good lesson, while affording 
delighiful entertainment. All parents 
wishing their children to imbibe ennobling 
sentiments and lofty aspirations with their. 
pastime reading should secure her books. 

We once thought we had the truth in 
the Bible, but thanks to your paper we 
are now elevated to'a higher level, and 
enjoy a broader, clearer outlook. We hay 
now ceased turning over such knotty prob- 
lems as the sun standing still for the space 
of three hours and the whale swallowing 
Jonah, in the effort to make them harmo- 
nize with what we know to be truth.: 

We hav now ceased trying to understand 
why a God, infinit in power and wisdom 
and perfect in love, should yet be the 
author of sin and eternal damnation, by 
creating beings whom he predestined to 
eternal damnation millions of years before 
they were born. We heave a sigh of relief 
that this diabolical infinitude of malice 
&nd hatred has been ruled out of the uni- 
verse. How could any man in his Senses 
suppose for a moment that such a God 
could hav ever inspired the golden rule, 
** Do unto others as you poud that they 
should do unto you?” 

: Yet such is the logic of ‘orthodoxy. 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER should be read in 
every family in the land. When ve take 
our paper from the post-office, and -hear 
the ejaculations on every side, ‘‘Oh, my! 
do you take that paper? How did it ever 
happen?” we understand there are great 
difficulties in the way of its circulation. 
It was purely accidental with us, and, like 
many accidents that hav led to great, re- 
sults in the arts and sciences, it has opened 


: the way to knowledge. p 


- Mrs. R B. KUFFEL. 


A Skirmish with Salvationists. 
Crossy, TEX., April 22,1894. 

Mr. Eprtor: I came in contact: with 
some of the Salvation Army yesterday in 
Houston, at the celebration of the anni- 
versary of the battle of San Jacinto, About 
two weeks ago I was in Houston, and «x- 
changed some of my TRUTH SEEKERS with. 
the army for the War Cry, which was the 
cause of the rout that they sustained yes- 
terday. As it is their custom on all occa- 
sions to dispose of their War Cry to all 
who will giv them a nickel, one of the 
parties yesterday offered me some, when 
the following colloquy ensued: ‘‘Hav a 
War Cry?" **Oh, ho! Did you read 
Tue Truru SEEKER?” ‘‘ Yee, but do not 
understand it." ‘‘ Well, read it again; I 
think you wil catch on.” **Oh, no? I 
won't, for Bob Ingersoll does not believe 
wkat he says, and is a convicted man, for 
he has never said that there is no ‘God,’ 
and is talking only for money.” ‘*Be 
that as it may, Ingersoll give more to the 
poor out of his earnings than any other 
man in his profession " Salvationist fired 
another shot to the effect that Robert In- 
gersoll could not buy a seat in heaven with 
his money. Here is where I got in my 
work. I said: Look here, my Salvation 
friend, I do not believe that Mr. Ingersoll 
thinks of a place in heaven in return for 
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the suffering that he relieves by hischarity, 
and that is Bot all You willhav to con. 
vince me bý better logic than has yet been 
produced that a person can -be cognizant 
of an-existence without. brains, and as we 
bury our dead and their brains with them, | 
there is no chance for the future existence 
of man, if there.be any. If there be such 
an existence, your God and devil will hav 
a merry chase to catch the brainless souls 
of men; and ‘also, your God and devil be- 
ing without brains or material for that 
much-needed organ, will not hav sense: 
enough to catch a Salvation Armyist, to say 
nothing about people who had beaten the 
God ‘that you- preach so'much about in 
every adventure that he, through the 
priest, has invented." The Salvationist 
bolted at this juncture, and cast imaginary 
fire and brimstone upon my poor devoted 
head, as is the case in every instance where 
you corner any of God’s chosen people. 
-Find inelosed $5 for Putnam’s '* Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” I am 
still searching for truth. J.C. Harvey. 


thing of a political nature from the Asso- 
ciated Press dispatches 

I am truly glad to seo that your brother, 
George E., has taken up the cudgels and 
is rapping some of the schemers over the 
head. 

With best wishes for Tue Tmavrg 
SEEKER and all its friends, I remain, 

Yours for Freethought, 
S. M. Travis, M.D, 


Where the Sun Goes Down. 
April 20th, 1894, 

Mr. Eprror: Don’t permit the idea to 
long remain in the sensorium of E. O. Ros- 
coe that he is leading or misleading any of 
your readers referred to as the ''publio " 
on the money question. Out here, where 
the sun sinks to rest in the Pacific ocean 
and the grasshopper sits on the sweet po- 
tato vine, we hav not a very exalted opin- 
ion of Mr. Roscoe’s ideas on money, for 
his verbose emanations disclose the fact 
that several barrels of coal oil would hav 
to be consumed in his student's lamp be- 
fore he could write anything sensible or 
worthy of serious consideration on that 
subject. 

Any man in this age of the world who 
holds to the idea that money must hav an 
intrinsic value is either a knave or a man 
badly in need of information. Aristotle, 
in his day, had a correct idea of money, 
and he did thus remark: ‘‘ Of itself, money 
is an empty thing. It has value only by 
law, and not by nature, for & change of 
agreement among those using it can de- 
preciate it entirely, and render it unfit to 
satisfy our needs.” To hav money you 
must first hav a government, and that gov- 
ernment invariably coins and regulates the 
value of all kinds issued, be the various 
kinds made of gold, silver, nickel, copper, 
or paper ; and if the full legal tender qual- 
ity is given to each kind, the same power 
is possessed by all alike. Nothing can dis- 
prove this fact, and I challenge Mr. Ros- 
coe to show one instance where a paper 
dollar endowed with full legal-tender qual- 
ities, under a stable government, ever de- 
preciated or failed to perform the func- 
tions for which it was issued, Gold and 
silver are nothing but commodities with- 
out the monetary stamp of some govern- 
ment, and their power to pay debts is 
fixed by law. Let this government enact 
a law that gold is legal tender for all debts 
and dues except duties on imports and in- 
terest on the public debt, and make the 
paper dollar a full legal tender without any 
exception, and the gold dollar will depreci- 
atein value. Law can regulate its monetary 
value every time, and the present value of 
gold as bullion is largely fictitious because 
of its being so generally used for money. 
Subject the yellow metal to the same legis- 
lation silver has received, and its hullion 
value would be likewise affected. We all 
know that the great increase of gold dur- 
ing the California and Australia excite- 
ment led to the talk of demonetizing 
gold as money, but since then silver haa 
come to the front in such quantities that 
the Shylocks and bankers had that metal 
demonetized, fearing the people might hav 
too much money. When it was demon- 
etized. its bullion value was greater than 
that of the gold dollar, but since that event 
it has steadily decreased, showing indis- 
putably the power of legislation to affect 
it, But what idiotic nonsense it ig to say 
that until men dig and delve in the bowels 
of the earth for gold and silver we cannot 
hav money to effect exchanges of property 
and pay debts! Neither one of these met- 
als has intrinsic value in the true sense of 
the word, far neither possesses the power 
to sustain or prolong life, like wheat, corn, 
or potatoes. And if Mr. Roscoe was re- 
moved from the center of society and left 
on some desert with the opportunity to 
choose for the support of life between 
100 Ibs. of gold and the same weight of 
wheat, no one can doubt what his choice 
would be. There is as much superstition 
in the reverence of some people for gold 
and silver as there is in the reverence of 
others for the father, son, and holy ghost; 
and some are as blind financially zs others 
are religiouslv. Let the government de- 
monetize gold and silver, issue nothing 
but paper money, and that direct to the 
people without theintervention of Shylock 
bankers, and we will behold such changes 
in the material comfort and welfare of the 
peonle as the world never saw before. 

While we remain slaves to the supersti- 
tion that gold and silver possess intrinsic 
value, and money can be made of nothing 
else and bav value. we will continue to be the 
victims of Shylocks’ greed and the despotic 
tyranny of those who control and manipu- 
late these metals. A full legal-tender paper 
dollar is good enough for 

i Cor. CALIENTA TAMALE, 


among other things voted upon was this: | I am by degrees gathering all the books I 
Whether. the schoolhouse should be used | can, not only those upon our side, but the 
for devotional and ‘literary purposes.: The | opposite also. I shall try to get ‘Four 
sky-pilots and their duped followers came | Hundred Years of Freethought,” which I 
out in full. force and voted in “public | believe will be a grand book, but at present 
“worship,” but voted out literary societies, | Iam deeply in debt. Iam crawling out 
saying, “ There is too much worldliness | little by little, aud ifI retain my health 
in a literary society; that Kangaroo or for a year I will be on my feet and in 
moot courts should not be held in- any | shape to look after my little ones. I was 
community, because they taught the peo- | reading ‘‘ Why Don’t God Kill the Devil?” 
ple to.be shams and liars.” Being a far- | to my wife the other evening, and several 
mer, Tam not very well informed on liter- days afterwards my boy, four years old, 
ary and educational topics, and hav never | asked me the same question, ‘Papa, why 
‘had the opportunity of reading any Lib- | don’t God kill the devil?" Ihav notan- 
‘eral literature; therefore I ask all the | swered the little one yet, but I would like 
readers of the grandest paper. I hav ever | to ask some of our clerical friends to do 80. 
seen, Toe TRUTR:SEEKER, to write out a Yours for truth, E. Wmumonvrr. 
speech and sendit to me by mail. . Write 
it just as you would stand before an audi- 
ence and deliver it—one in favor of litera- 
ture and literary societies. I will read 
and study and commit it to memory and 
call the- people together and try to talk 
them out of.such ridiculous nonsense. 
The myth-worshiping people hav organ- 
ized a Sunday-school and are holding re- 
ligious meetings in our new schoolhouse 
and are laughing in their sleeves over 
keeping out the young folks’ lyceums. 

My mother and father belong to the. 
missionary Baptist church. My- grand- 
father was a Methodist preacher. All my 
grandparents were church-members. 

I hav read a history, or somié might call 
it a novel. Probably some of you hav read 
it. Now and then a church-member will 
read. it. This -book is called the Jewish 
Bible. When I found it was their way-bill 
from earth to sky I became disgusted with 
such ‘silly, - ridiculous nonsense. The 
“dust” story; the big ‘‘fish” lie; that 
museular man with the new jawbone; the 
great cornstalk ark story; that big bear 
that ate ‘forty-two children without any 
salt; the great destructiv quail story; aud 
the story of that man who sailed up into 
heaven, chariot and ‘all, where’ flesh and 
blood has no business to go—such stories 
wil do to read when you cannot get any- 
thing better, but for mercy’s sake don't 
take it for truth. JOHN ÀDAY. 


A Kansan Says a Few Words. . 
Krew, Kan., Feb. 18, 294. 

Mr. Enprroe: Please find inclosed 
money for renewal of subscription. - I am 
a little short this winter; we in Kansas are 
in a bad fix; cannot sell anything here 
but fat hogs and they are scarce and do 
not bring a very big price. 

The preac'ers are making a vain effort 
to draw in a jew fiches, but, after weeks 
of steady puing, when they got their net 
ashore they did not hav many fish. So 
they gave it up. The Abiah came to my 
house and wanted to pray. . I told him he 
was welcome to pray all he wanted to; 
that so far as we were concerned we did 
not go 8 red on prayer; that we could not 
see that it would affect anything but the 
individual who was making it, and possibly 
the hearer. So he went away, saying that 
we were. & perverse and stiff-necked 
people. à 

I want to say, Mr. Editor, that political 
articles in Toa TRUTH SEEKER are not 
relished very well by some of us, that is, 
-some of the subscribers. We are of 
diverse political views and what one would 
relish another would not. For instance, 
one brother wrote about our legislature 
last winter, when some fellow at Topeka, 
calling himself a non-partisan, jumps on 
this brother and proceeds to call him bad 
names, etc. Now, I want to sayin few. 
words that notwithstanding what this non- 
partisan says about it, the struggle of last 
winter was between the farmers of Kansas 
and the great railroad lines which hav got 
the agricultural class throttled and are 
squeezing every drop of sweat and blood 
out of them. It was well known that there 
would te some legislation that the rail- 
roads did not want if the People’s party 
got both houses of the legislature; so the 
railroad combined and through the great 
Santa Fé road they laid their plans. 
These plans it would take more space than 
you probably could spare to explain. 
That great and notorious villain, Geo. R. 
Peck, was the principal manager in carry- 
ing out their plans. They downed the 
farmer members, over-reached them. It 
is a well-known fact that the rural class is 
more simple and unsophisticated than 
those of cities and.towns, also that the 
farmer is no match for the lawyer when it 
comes to trickery and chicanery; so the 
final result was that the farmer man got 
left, but it took almost the whole force ofthe 
Santa Fé railroad, assisted by the Gould 
roads, to do it. Now, as I said before, the 
whole thing was done to prevent, if pos- 
sible, certain contemplated legislation 
that the railroads did not want; for in- 
stance, the Iowa maximum freight rate 
law, which is very satisfactory in that 
state to the farmers, was thought to be the 
right kind of law to pass in Kansas; hence 
thetrouble. The railroads did not want it 
and brought all their force to bear to pre- 
vent its enactment and succeeded. There 
is another point in this controversy, that 
is this: Nothing can go over the telegraph 
lines of a political nature until it is conned 
and scratched and hatcheled and pruned 
and then submitted to the final revision 
committee to see if there is anything left 
in it that would be detrimental to certain 
folks or combines; then, after it is thor- 
oughly scanned so that not a truth or fact 
in regard to their plans to skin the public 
remains, it is sent to the headquarters of 
the Associated Press, there to be again 
conned. So you see, Mr. Editor, there is 
rather a slim show for any truth or facts 
-that would be objectionable to these great 
combines to get to the general public, 
Now, and finally, it appears to us-that you 
should be very chary in accepting any- 


To the. Liberal Press and Friends of 
i : Freethought. 


Fonzsr Grovn, OR., March 28, 1894. 

Mr. Enrron: As a worker in this great 
field of reform, I am glad to be able to ad- 
dress you individually and collectivly, so 
that you may know what the progress and 
need of our work is, and what the few 
earnest workers in the vinyard of Free- 
thought are doing in the far West. Asa 
licensed speaker under the Oregon State 
Secular Union I began my work in Forest 
Grove, February 11th.. The Liberals here 
are very earnest workers and rally nobly 
around the banner of Universal Mental 
Liberty and render every assistance in 
their power to: make our work a success, 

Forest Grove has & population of about 
fifteen hundred, and is the most creed- 
bound village I was ever in in the West. 
The Congregational church governs the 
Pacific University: and:high school All 
the churches are much enraged because I 
am a regular speaker here. They are not 
afraid of the lecturer who comes and goes, 
who leaves nothing but a little enthusiasm 
behind him, but théy are afraid of organ- 
ized Freethought. We organized under 
the name of the Forest Grove Secular 
Union, auxiliary to the Oregon State 
Secular Union, and established a Sunday- 
school, where lessons in secular science 
are systematically taught; also a kinder- 
garten class and a class of adults where 
various topics are discussed, likewise calis- 
thenics, singing, declamation, etc., are 
engaged in to the advancement and edifica- 
tion of all. Where in the world could a 
Freethought reading-room and circulating 
library be established more effectually 
than here? Owing to the depression of 
the finances of our country it is quite 
probable that among the few Liberals 
here it would be impossible to raise a suf- 
ficient sum of money to start a library and 
reading-room; but if each one who is 
willing to help us will send a book or 
periodical he may hav read that treats of 
current topics, the sciences, and all sub- 
jects that are designed to crush supersti- 
tion and enlighten the people, specimens 
in mineralogy, entomology, botany, fos- 
sils, etc., for our^eabinet, in short, if you 
will send that which you can spare to giv 
us & start it will be thankfully received. 
Secularists, Liberals, Freethinkers, Spirit- 
ualists, let us each bend to the oars and 
work and help till we see the ship of prog-. 
ress, with every sail unfurled, plowing 
through the sea of superstition and putting 
into port at every home. _ 
‘Address all contributions to A. E, 
Barker, Forest Grove, Or. 

A. E. BARKER. 


Will Stand Up for His Rights. 
Garnup, N. Mex., Feb. 21, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrog: Although not a subscriber 
to your very valuable paper, I see nearly 
every copy by exchanging the Ironclad 
Age for it, so you see that my friend 
Murray and myself can get two papers for 
the price of one. Not that we begrudge 
the price, but we are really unable to do 
otherwise. I &m heartily in accord with all 
that leads to the emancipation of the hu- 
man race from the degrading bonds of 
priestcraft, and I hope to liv to see the 
day that the churches will hav to pay their 
share of the taxes and all sectarianism, of 
whatever kind, will be expunged from our 
statutes. Itis a disgrace to an intelligent 
people to hav such laws as are now in 
vogue in most of the states. In this terri- 
tory there is a law prohibiting all work on 
the so-called Lord's day; but I hav not 
heard of its being enforced up to date. I 
hav worked Sunday as well as any other 
day of the week, in coal mines and on the 
railroad, at work that I thought could well 
be dispensed with for a day, and also on 
work that could hav been prevented by an 
Almighty being, had he so desired. But 
no, he allowed water to accumulate in the 
mines on Sunday as well as on other days, 
and had it been left.to be taken out any 
day but Sunday, it would hav entailed a 
serious loss to the miners 8s well as the 
owners.. lhav seen a train that had gone 
through an open switch and bridge; this 
could hav been prevented had God sent 
one of his angels or come. himself 
and closed the switch. It would hav pre- 
vented the engineer’s leg being broken, 
the fireman’s back being bruised, the 
brakeman being thrown from the tender 
to the whistle, and about $9,000 worth 
of property being destroyed. This is only 
one case out of millions that are recorded 
in history. : 

"Now, Mr. Editor, I would not take up & 
straw to enforce my beliefs or opinions on 
others, but I will do what I can to prevent 
others from enforcing their opinions and 
beliefs upon me. I am willing todo unto 
others as I would that others do:unto me, 


He Wants Your Assistance. 
CARR, Mo., April9, 1894, 

Mz. Eprror: l am not a subscriber to 
Tuan Troura SEEKER, but intend to be 
- soon; hav just received some sample 
copies and like it ever.so.much. I'know 
no one taking it in tbis (Stone) county. 
Send me some more samples and some 
tracts if yon hav any for distribution. 
I will try to get some subscribers. This is 
and has been the worst preacher-ridden 
. country that I ever saw. To show how Ó 
much superstitious rot still remains in the | and I want others to treat me accordingly. 
minds of the people here: We held our | I am the father of two.young scamps who 
annual school meeting April 3d, and willreceivethe best education I can afford. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tione for this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


Two Pussy Cats. 


I. THE PET CAT. 
Dainty little ball of fur, sleék and round and fat, 
Yawning through the lazy hours, some one's 
houshold cat, 
Lying on & bed of down, decked in ribbons gay; 
What a pleasant life you lead, whether night or 
day. 3 
Dining like an epicure, from a co*tly dish, 
Berved with what you like the best, chicken, meat 
or fish, ; 
Purring at an outstretched hand, knowing but 
caresses: . 
Half the comforts of your life, pussy, no one 
guesses. 
Romping through the house at will, racing down 
the hall, . 
Full of pretty, playful pranks, loved and praised 
by all, 

Wandering from room to room to find the choic- 
est 8pot; ; 

Favored little household puss, happy is your lot. 


Sleeping on mv lady’s lav, or dozing by the grate, 
Fed with catnip tea if ill, what a lucky fate! 
Loved in life and mourned in death, and stuffed 
may be at that. 
And kept up on the wantelshelf—dear pet cat. 
1l. THE TRAMP CAT. 


Poor little beggar cat. hollow-eyed and gauut, 

Cree ing down tho alleyway like a ghost of want, 

Kicked and beat by thoughtless boys, bent on 
cruel play; 

What a scrry life you lead, whether night or day. 


Hunting after crusts and crumbs, gnawing meat- 
lees bones, 

Trembling ata human foot. fearing bricks and 
stones, 

Shrinking at an outstretched hand, knowing only 
blows; 

Wretched little beggar cat, born to suffer woes, 


Stealing to au open door, craving food avd heat, 

Frighteuéd off with angry cries aud broomed 

' into the street; 

Tortured, teased, and chased by dogs, through 
the lonely night: 

Homeless, little beggar cat, sorry is your plight, 


Sleeping auywhere jou can, in the rain and 
snow, 

Waking in the cold, gray dawn, wondering where 
to go; 

Dying in the street at last, starved to death at 
that; 

Picked up by the scavenger—poor tramp cat. 

—Eita Wheeler Wticox, in Independent. 
ee TENER 


Across the Continent.—Continued. 


Still the cars go rocking, rocking, amid 
the Rockies. Piles upon piles of magnifi- 
cent rocks, boulders rising straight up- 
ward hundreds of feet, make the wonder- 
ful Granite Canyon. What an upheaval 
was here! What an awful tumult and con- 
vulsion of nature has in this region taken 
place! : 

At Spinney the mountains are lessrocky, 
and assume more of a sugar-loaf shape— 
brown sugar. Grass lands sre here and 
mounds, and places are noted where land 
sections hav been taken. ‘‘Snowy range” 
is on the left of us, covered the year round 
with snow and ice. At Hartsel beautiful, 
park-like lands appear. I cannot see what 
may be the principal industry, but it may 
be stock-raising. What immense tracts of 
land appear! Aud I thought if govern- 
ment would expend some money in open- 
ing up these lands, devoting them to agri- 
cultural purposes, what a blessing it might 
be! People ought not to crowd the cities 
so, but should follow Horace Greeley’s ad- 
vice and ** go West,” and our republic, in- 
stead of itching to acquire more territory, 
ought to develop the resources of this 
one, 

On Tuesday, the third of April, at a 
. quarter-past 4 p.m., we were at Buena 
Vista, & lovely village in a valley with 
snow-capped mountains around it, like a 
row of stately sentinels. Gold mines hav 
recently been discovered here in the val- 
ley of the Arkansas, which river we strike 
between this place and Leadville. 

A man on the train built the first house 
in the valley here twenty-seven years ago. 
There were no railroads then in this re- 
gion, and the lumber for the little house 
which he pointed out cost $300 for the 
hauling to this place. Most of the rail- 
roads hereabouts hav been built since 
1880. This gentleman lived there two 
years, and then left on account of difficulty 
in getting out gold from the mines, On 


the other side of the road, in 1860, were 
rich placer mines. He lived there, and 
with eleven other men took out $600 worth 
of gold per day. The earth for several 
acres shows evidence of having been 
worked for gold in other days, but is now 
washed ont, if that term is correct, and 
gold is not found there any longer. Gold 
msy be found sometimes a foot below the 
surface, and sometimes 400 or 500 feet, or 
more, below. E 

This gentleman, who explained many 
things that were strange to me, was Mr. 
Abner Brown, and he it was who taught 
the first publie school in Denver in 1860. 
Mrs. Brown, also, had been a teacher in 
the early days of Denver. 

The mountains are very deceiving in ap- 
pearance. Although seeming only a short 
distance away, they may be fifteen or 
twenty miles distant. A man thought he 
would walk from Denver to the little town 
of Golden. He fancied it about two or 
three miles off. After walking six or seven 
miles, he came to & creek, and, pulling off 
his clothes, prepared to swim. A farmer 
remonstrated, and told him that it was 
only a small creek. ** Ah," said the stran- 
ger, ‘‘you can’t fool me. I thought it 
only a couple of miles or so to Golden, and 
I hav been told it is fifteen miles instead, 
and ‘this creek may be a wide river, you 
know, and I’m going to swim.” 

Nearing Leadville, the snow was quite 
down to the railroad track. g 

Leadville is not a pretty city to ap- 
proach. It appears dull and gloomy. It 
first came into notice in 1859, and was 
known as ‘California Gulch,” and be- 
tween that year and 1864 $5,000,000 in 
gold dust, it is believed, was washed out 
of the earth in this locality. In 1876 it 
became the great ** Carbonate Camp,” car- 


bonate beds of silver having been discov- 


ered, and the place again became popular. 
It has now & population of 30,000, and its 
elevation is 10,200 feet. 

I was as near the orthodox heaven as 
perhaps I shall ever be, and the altitude 
was anything but agreeable. My heart 
fluttered like a frightened bird, and my 


| breath came in little gasps, much as one 


might breathe after running. I should 
think that a person affected by heart disease 
might hav serious trouble in trying to liv 
in Leadville. The Continental Divide isa 
few miles west of Leadville. We reach 
beautiful Glenwood Springs in the night. 

We rode through a tunnel about two 
miles after leaving Leadville. This was 
put through by a tunnel company, and ev- 
ery passenger is charged twenty-five cents 
extra. He does not realize it, however, as 
it is assessed on the car fare. Leaving 
the Continental Divide we begin the down- 
ward grade, going toward the Pacific, 
running faster and the brakes are applied. 

Ibad a lone talk with a Mormon, or 
“Latter Day Saint." He informed me he 
was a polygamous child and was proud of 
the fact. His father had five wives, and he 
himself had thirty-seven brothers and sis- 
ters. Quite a family, to remember all 
their names. We had quite an interesting 
eonversation, in which Mr. Sheehan, an 
assayer and Catholic, who is acquainted 
with Colonel Ingersoll, joined. Mr. Shee- 
han spoke in highest terms of praise of 
Colonel Ingersoll, as a high-minded gentle- 
man, one of the finest heever met. 

I was in Colorado when I went to sleep 
on the third of April, but awoke on the 
morning of the fourth in Utah, and looked 
out upon long ranges of stony cliffs that 
appeared like forts, after which we passed 
some wonderful and majestic hights. Saw 
another coyote skipping slong, unmindful 
of civilization and its devious ways. Our 
road was through a wonderful canon, and 
through Castle Gate, a magnificent spec- 
tacle, with great natural pier on the right. 
For many, many miles we rode through 
mountain scenery, beautiful and inspiring, 
all sizes, shapes, and forms, rough, smooth 
and jazged were the hights. And, now 
and then we passed a little log house, oc- 
eupied by aminer, who some day may be 
a millionaire. 

We reached Salt Lake City in the after- 
noon, and the train stopped long enough 
for a drive around town, The city isin a 
delightful situation, in which are loyely 
homer, fertil fields, and luxuriant gar- 
dens, shady streets, and in each one, as in 
Colorado Springs, sre two swiftly flowing 


streams of purest mountain water. The 
city is at the foot of the Wahsatch mount- 
ains, in which it is said there are rich silver 
mines, à 

I saw the houses that much-married 
Brigham Young had built for his numer- 
ous wives, namely, the ‘‘ Bee-hive," the 
“Lion,” and **Gardo House." The Tab- 
ernacle is a queer-looking turtle shaped 
building, in which are seats for 8,000 per- 
sons, but it is capable of holding eleven 
thousand. It is 288 feet long, 188 feet 
wide, and 79 feet high. Its acoustic prop- 
erties are wonderful, a pin dropped on the 
floor being easily heard at any part of the 
building, and also a whisper was heard 
just as readilv. A visit was made to the 
grave of the founder of this beautiful city, 
by passing through Eagle Gate, an arch 
through the old mud wall, which once in- 
closed Brigham’s private property. This 
grave is inclosed by an iron railing, and 
no stone marks the spot. Several of his 
wives repose near his grave, and there is 
Space left for his other wives. ` 

This strange ''saint" was the father of 
fifty-six children, and when he died, left 
seventeen wives, sixteen Sons, and'twenty- 
eight daughters to lament his‘loss. In 
many respects he was a remarkable man, 
but how he managed to liv harmoniously, 
or, in fact, at all, with such a number of 
wives, when too many can barely get along 
with one wife, isa marvel and a mystery. 
We drove past the house of his favorit 
wife, Amelia, & very hadsome edifice, in- 
deed. Amelia is said to be a cousin of the 
wife of Grover Cleveland. i 

The Temple, to which vistors are not 
admitted, is built of granit from Cotton- 
wood Canon. It is a handsome structure, 
with walls one hundred feet high, and cost 
$4,000,000. 

There are glimpses and broad views of 
that mysterious body of water known as 
the Great Salt Lake, for many miles after 
leaving Salt Lake City. This wonderful 
American Dead Sea covers thrée thousand 
square miles, and is ninety-three miles 
long by forty-three miles wide. It is 
higher than the top of the Alleghany 
mountains, being more than 4,200 feet 
above the sea level It is sixty feet deep 
on an average, and has nearly fourteen 
per cent of solids, nearly ten per cent more 
than the Atlantic ocean. The mountains 
sround the great basin are exceedingly 
picturesque and attractiv, and for miles 
the views are of:& most lovely and bewitch- 
ing character. P 

I went to sleep early, and was awakened 
by the voice of & beggar, who, while the 
train stopped at a small place, had, watch- 
ing the porter’s absence, crept into the 
sleeping car. He wanted something to 
eat, and said he was riding on the trucks, 
but he quickly disappeared when the porter 
came in sight. The porter said it was not 
true that he was riding on: the trucks, 
though some do ride that way:. One man 
rode on the trucks for fift:en years. The 
porter felt uneasy, and said the. beggar 
was undoubtedly on the train for plunder, 
and he did not feel right until he had 
looked everywhere, and was certain the 
man was not secreted anywhere in the cars. 

S. H. W. 


Correspondence- 


Wamo, OR., Feb. 6, 1894. 
Drar Miss Wixos: I thought I would 
attempt to write to the Corner. I hav 
been thinking about it for a long time. I 
am going to school now. I study reading, 
writing, spelling, geography, language. 
arithmetic and history. I hav one brother 
and one sister. Iam twelve years of age. 
I hav two cats and one dog.» The dog's 
name is Cap and the two cats’ names are 
Toudles and Dude. 
I will close for this time. 
Yours truly, ParxE DRIVER. 


[Paine is a bright boy.—Ep.. Œ C.] 


Goss Bay, OnT., May 1, 1894. 

Dzar Miss Wixon AND READERS oF THE 
Corner: I now write my fourth letter to 
the Corner. I hava severe cold, so I did 
not go to school to-day. The ice is break- 
ing up, and will soon be gone. If the 
Cornerites will take their geographies, 
turning to the map of Ontario, they will see 
**'The Grand Manitoulen Island.” At the 
north of that great island they will see the 
North Channel, and then on the mainland 
are the Spanish mills. The train does not 
come to Gore Bay, but to Spanish Mills, 
and all the mails hav to be taken across 
the channel tothese. In the winter, when 
the channel is frozen over, dogs pull the 


mail over on a large sleigh, and sometime 8 
people too. But when.the ice is breaking 
up in the spring, a tug-boat has to plow it$ 
way through the ice to Spanish river. 
This is the day the boat starts, and now, 
as I write, I can hear it puffing and toot- 
ing. Every month we hav examination’ 
on different subjects in our school, to see 
how we stand. The last examination, the 
subject was Composition. For my subjec 
I choose ‘‘ Journals and Newspapers,” In 
my composition I praised the journals 
Truru Sxexer and Secular Thought 
very highly. The other pupils wrote & lot 
about several religious papers, and got 
ninety-five marks (total, one hundred), 
while I got only fifty-eight. The teacher 
isa Methodist crank, so that accounts for 
it. Papa says that he thinks it would take 
a professor to make ninety-five marks out 
of one hundred. Our teacher said that 
skeptical men hav never made any mark 
(at literature) in the world yet. I hav 
named my doll Nana Wright Irene Ma- 
zena. Along name, is it not? But the 
doll is strong, and I think she will liv un- 
der it.. Iam learning to dance, and hav 
been to two balls this spring. Do you 
think it is wrong to dance? I do not, if 
in good company. I think I will close 
my letter nov. Hoping you will enjoy 
your trip, I am, you Freethinker friend, 
. Graor BRAZENN. 

[Your teacher cannot be posted in litera- 
ture or science, or she would know bétter 
than to make such & remark. Ido not 
think it wrong to dance. Certainly not. 
It is an innocent and agreeable amuse- 
ment, but it must not be indulged in to 
excess. — Ep. C. C.] 


. The s e a 
FREETHINK 
- SEN 


ERS’ 


E 
B. ¥, UBDERWOOD, 
T. B. WAKEMAN, 
XAitorial Contributors: 
H, L. GREEN. Editor and Publisher, 
Sample Copy, !O cents. BUFFALO, N Yo 
Sent one year on trial for $'.00 


o introduce our new Anglo-American Goods, 
on réceipt of $1.00 we will send, for sixty days, post- 
aid, one of our elegant Gold Filled Seudo Diamond 
ings, which is equal in appearance to one that 
cost $50.00, Itis a beautiful piece of jewelry suit- 
able for either lady or gentleman and worn by some. 
of the best people at full dress parties. Enclose 
with $1.00 a slip of paper the size of your finger and 
we will send the above by return of mail. 


AddressH.W .Sparling&Co.18&20LibertySt.N.Y 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


`~ 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 

: comment, 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy. with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. Price. 250. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Juuius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Aretutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. ‘ 

ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knee " | 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“Life,” by "the prince o orators.” Col, R & 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 


‘edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 


table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 

urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, * one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, as far as we 
kn ow, stands alone in the living world." It will. 
make a delightful present, and will be a -ouvenir 
not only of intellectua! greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
Drice only 75 cents, post-paid. 


UTH SEEKER, 
38 Lafayette place, New York. 
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Books by Helen H. Gardener 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectat Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD} 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths o) 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
. DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, #1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. I Paper, 59 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTR: 

A plendid Judge of a Woman The Lady of the 
ub—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 

Mystery -The Time.Lock of Our An- 


cestors — Florence Campbell's 
Fate—My Patient's Fate. 


Price, paper. 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 


Prefsce—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
~Throw. in With the City's Dead -An Irre- 
spon ible Educated Cla*s—The Moral Re- 
sponsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Wowanas an Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in .t3 Relati ns to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorre and the Pro- 
posed Nati nal Law 
—Lawauit r Leg- 
acy—Common 
Sense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 


and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against : 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends . 
Price, 10cents. Address this office. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduet on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence." Price, 10 gente. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Ohristian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
& minister's praying God to kill grasahopy era, 
Or trying to induce the Deity to undertake & 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. ` 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. ` 

Spiritaalism; Is It a Faith or a Fact? 

ce, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

as Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church, Price, 5 centa. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 
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. Francisco. 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. 1st st., Los 
Angeles. 


eles. 

Max NewsStand, 102 N. Main, LosAngeles. 

J. E. Matthow” Eureka. 

Eclectió Book Store, Los Angeles. 

Shaw & Gregg, Broadway opp. Central 
Bank; Oakland. 

8. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 


Canada ? 

P. C. Allen, 35 King st., Toronto. 

John McKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto. 

P : : Colorado 
J Nowland & Co., 400 Harrison av., Lead- 
ville. . ; 

Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 

C. Smith & Son, 385 Larimer st., Denver. 

J. C. Richey, 309 Harrison ave., Leadville. 
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M Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 


J. Gardner, Kissimmee. 
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Brentano Bros.,204 Wabash ave., Chicago. 
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Henry Fash. 516 W. Madison st., Chicago. 


. Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 
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C. Deuell, Marshalltown. 
Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. 
Clarence Brown, Avoca. 
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Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans.. 
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H. Uilbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. © 
R. 8. Squires, 24 Jefferson st., Muskegon, 
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Montana n 


D. J. Cavansh, Box 648, Missoula. 
Mis: 
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J. A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St, Joseph. 
E. F. Jett; 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Philip. Roeder, cor. 4th & Olive, St. Louis. 

A New York. 
S. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 
Brentano.Bros., 5th ave. & 18th st., N. Y. 
L. Jonas,& Co , Astor House, New York. 
Mr. Goldberg , 72 Canalst., New York. 
E. J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
C. Ryan, 183 Western Boulevard. 
J. H.:Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 
W. Winham, 388 Keap st., Brooklyn. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
R. Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 
W. H. Lieonard, 91 Congress st., Troy. 
Best & Co., 8 Chestnut st., Buffalo. 


New Jersey 
F. Braithuit, 91 Belleville av., Newark. 


W. Walz, 87 Bremen st., Newark. 
‘Nebraska 


J. I. Frenhauf, Omaha. 
G. A. Howe, York. 
J. S. Stott, So. Omaha. 


Ohio 

L. C. Collins, 110 So. High st., Columbus. 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O.Box 700, Cincinnati. 
‘Larwood, Day &Co., 259 Superior, Clevel’d. 
N. Hexter, 342 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Standard News Co., 14 W, T'uscst, Canton. 
Alf, Warren Co, 217 Centralave, Cincinnati. 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 


Oregon 
Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 
W. E. Jones, 291 Alder st., Portland. 
Handley & Haas, 150 1st st., Portland. 
Pennsylvania 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st., Phila. 


R. Staley, Wood and 4th ave., Pittsburgh. 
Rhode Isiand 


H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 


Providence. . 
‘Tennessee 


D. P. Henderson t Co., Chattanooga. 


exas 
E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
J. R. Humphrey, Waco. 
F. Oblendorf, Galveston. ; 

Utah 
Margett Bros., 76 Mainst., Salt Lake City. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. : 

Virginia E 
Mrs. E. D. Slenker, Snowville.; 
E. J. Brady, Richmond. 
Washington 

C. B, Reynolds, 420 No. L st., Tacoma. 
J. F, Riggs, Seattle, 
E. Skamser, Buckley. 
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GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 
By M. BABOOOE. Price. 15 cents. 


Ese] THUMBSCREW AND RACK, cosi. 


10 Cts KR 2 
PER COPY NN CZ 


12 COPIES Í 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 


“TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy inquisition. 

THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew,. Iron Collar, the Rack.the Iron Orown, Leg Orusher, the Stocks. 
the Heretic Oatoher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag) Tron Masks recommended 
isiti Wheel, the age, the Ohastity Belt for 


oy the Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the h cking 

women, the Spider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date. the Execution Bell, eto. 

* T used to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, * how our fathers persecuted mankind ButI 

never appreciatedit. lread it, but it did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 

the infamies that have been committed in the name of religion until Isaw the iron arguments thas 
us ý 


sx aerice, 10 Cents per Copy... "i Aoxo 12 Copies for $1,00 is 
ADO y BR ATIE XE 1 
UR Address THE 1RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Just Out.—95 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 


seal Bae Ae dp er ALME EMT 
ave o Meg o: Te! ecorded, as e 
Of virtue of the: ministers showed how little value *Obristianity 


to mako, 
poda fo pao mon Total urth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


“Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within & few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind sor another E spiminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the sex are at once eakness an 
the strength of.the church—" the church" meaning of course the WS 


^lergy. 
Nobwithstan the many additional pages, we have kept the 
Price the same, 95 cents. Send for » copy, and confound the church- 
men Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 
used the World's Fair on Sunday. )90886 it is so holy.& day that to look upon machinery or 


tings in this period is  immoral." 
Address THE TRUTII SEEKER COMPANY. 


REDUCTION IN PRICE OF A GREAT BOOK — 
i HM QUINT mà 
at ae 


—— 


With the eighth edition se 
Winwood Reade's ** Martyr. 
dom of Man," the cost ot 
production has been fes. 
sened so that we can reduce 
the price from $1.76 te 


$1.00. 


The pook has had a phenomena] sale for so heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardenet'e 
' Men, Women, and Gods” and we give our readers the pecuniary benefit of M. The 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


ts a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 


-| its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. It shows how War and Religion have been oppres: 
8 


sive factors in man's struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describe: 
Intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of what 
the author conceives would be & religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


y Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Al 
A .Phenicians, Carthage and Rome, Roman Africa, the ‘Arabs, onlans, Alexandria, tha 


: The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, th 
RELIGION  ousecer of Jesus "the Christians Arabia Mecca, Character Hirn 
med, Description of Africa, the Mohammedans in Oentral Africa. 
L BERTY cipela, „Europe, Invaston, of he Germans, the Castle. the Town. the 
ure ce, Ara ain, the Portuguese, coverers. 
1 * Abolition in Europe, ‘Abolition in America. Materialy of Human ior 
Animal Period of the Earth, pigia of Man, and Early History, 
INTEL inpar of Universal History, The Future of the Human Race, 
:ligion of Reason and Love. : 


“wigs reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 
98 Lafayette place, New York, 


RELIGION A CURSE, - 
= RELIGION A DISEASE, 
. RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 
Deatcatea to the American Congress, of 1899. which for the sake of Heltgton, Stadvea. Liderty 
to the Heart. - 


A work burniug with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing fhe Worlds Fai 


on Sunday—an.act which practically united thegovernment and the Christian chnh. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have never before been put i: 
book form: Orthodory; Freethought; Man, Not God (written for a aine anniversary): The tue 
of Liberty and Thomas Faine; a puem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Froe- 
thought Hali; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 

. The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cou:try. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as itappeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. : 


, Price 36 cents; Five coptes for 81 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. l 
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J {ew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here cam be had of Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER Oompany, at the price 


named. 


APHORISMS FROM THE Wririnas or HER- 


BERT SPENCER. Selected and Arranged. 


by Julia Raymond Gingell. Portrait. 

New York: D. Appleton & Oompany. 

Cloth. Price, $1.25. 

About four years ago the compiler of this 
interesting and useful volume commenced 
the selection for her own satisfaction of 
short passages from the writings of Mr. 
Spencer. Subsequently she arranged these 
in the form of a calendar and presented a 
written copy to the friend, Mr. W. R. 
Hughes, F.-L. S., who had brought the Syn- 
thetic Philosophy to her notice. Mr. 
Hughes wrote to. Mr. Spencer, informing 
him ofthe existence of the calendar and ask- 
ingifhewouldliketohavacopy. Anaffirm- 
ativ answer being received the duplicate was 
prepared. From this germ developed the 
book before us. Of the difficulty attend- 
ing the preparation of a work of this kind 
the compiler says: ‘‘In all works there is 
danger that, in eliminating small portions 
from the context, the line of thought being 
broken, the clearness will either be lost or 
a wrong impression of the &uthor's mean- 
ing conveyed; but in the case of the Syn- 
thetic Philosophy the danger is even 
greater, for every paragraph is a part of a 
great whole, and though many passages 
are fine when standing alone, al) gain in- 
creased significance and beauty when con- 
sidered in relation to the rest. My earnest 
hope, therefore, is that these quotations 
may awake sufficient interest in those who 
are unacquainted with Mr. Spencer’s 
works, to induce them to read for them- 
selys.” 

We earnestly concur in this hope, for 
the writings of modern philosophers are 
shamefully and suicidally neglected by 
Americans, and ‘‘Aphorisms” are we 
calculated to whet the appetite for many 
substantial meals at Herbert Spencer’s 
generous board. Mrs. Gingell says: ‘‘The 
Aphorisms hav been selected from the 
latest editions of the works, and I hay 
tried to make them illustrate, as fully as 
possible, the wide range taken by this 
unique philosophy, which not only soars 
to the sublimest hights, but takes note 
of the, apparently, most trivial matters, 
showing that nothing is too insignificant 
to form a more or less important factor in 
the great work of evolution." 

The 166 pages of **Aphorisms" are ap- 
portioned among eleven chapters, the first 
of which is *'Education" and its motto- 
definition is, ‘‘Taken in its widest sense, 
culture means preparation for complete 
living. ' * * Acquisition of fitness for 
carrying on the business of life is pri- 
marily a duty to self, and secondarily a 
duty to others.” 

“ Evolution ” is defined as being ‘‘an 
integration of matter and concomitant 
dissipation of motion; during which the 
matter passes from an indefinit, incoherent 
homogeneity to a definit, coherent hetero- 
geneity; and during which the retained 
motion undergoes & parallel transforma- 

tion,” 

Of Science, the subject of the third 
chapter, we are given this definition, by 
comparison: ‘‘Knowledge of the lowest 
kind is un-unified knowledge; Science is 


partially-unified knowledge; philosophy 


is completely-unified knowledge." 

OF the spirit in which we should ap- 
proach the study of Sociology, and how 
that spirit is evolved, this is said: **A fit 
habit of thought, then, is all-important in 
the study of Sociology, and a fit habit of 
thought can be acquired only by study of 
the sciences at large. For Sociology is a 
science in which the phenomena of all 
other sciences are included." 

That politics are almost hopeless of puri- 
fication this would seem to show: ‘‘As 
originating from ultimate laws of right 


conduct, beneficence and veracity must go |. 


together, and political beneficence will be 
shown by insisting on political veracity.” 

Justice is better secured by prevention 
“Intelligible laws and a 
good judicial system would advantage 
every one, not simply by righting him when 
wronged, but by preventing him from 
being wronged.” But with thousands of 
new statutes every year, how can we hope 
to ever hay either intelligible laws or equal 
justice? 

In thé arrangement of this book ‘‘ Jus- 
tice" precedes ‘‘ Liberty,” but Spencer 
holds that it can only follow—a fact over- 
looked by most latter-day ‘‘ reformers.” 
In ‘‘ The Study of Sociology,” Mr, Spen- 
cer observes: ‘* All other requisits are un- 
important compared with this primary 
requisit, that each shall-so liv as neither to 
burden hisfellows nor injure his fellows.” 
That is, translated into the vernacular, he 
shall mind his own business and hoe his 
own row, 

' The would-be truthful man has a hard 
task, for, as Spencer says, ‘‘ there are lies 


than to the other.” 


ures depend on sympathy, we should 
recognize the importance of whatever 
makes this sympathy greater.” 

It is evident that Mr. Spencer would 
not agree with those religious gentlemen 
who glorify suffering as the great purifier, 
for he writes: ‘‘ That happiness is the su- 
preme end is beyond question true, for 
this is the concomitant of that highest life 
which every theory of moral guidance has 
distinctly or vaguely in view." i 

Compulsory moralists will find food for 
cleansing thought in this 


for us—good, indeed, for all who can be 
induced to use it.” 


printed. There isin it much of the most 
healthful, invigorating reading. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN: WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 

The Truth Seeker Company has issued a 
very valuable book under the above title. 
It is especially valuable, because the un- 
scrupulous orthodox apologists so invari- 
ably claim the adherence and the weight 
of the name of every great man who has 
not distinctly, openly, and unmistakably 
denounced their barbarous faith, that 
many persons are readily misled by their 
vigorous assertions. One of the most 
noted controversies of the century has 
been waged over the question of the relig- 
ious opinions of Lincoln. Very soon after 
his funeral, Dr. Holland put forward the 
claim that he was a Christian. The claim 
was promptly refuted; but, like many 
other orthodox calumnies, itis continually 
being repeated by unscrupulous Ohris- 
ians, 

For several years Mr. Remsburg has 
been collecting material on this subject, 
and his book presents us with an array of 
testimony which should finally dispose of 
the question. Reviewing and refuting the 
testimony of twenty witnesses who claim. 
that Lincoln was a Christian, Mr. Rems- 
burg arrays a phalanx of over a hundred in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not & 
Ohristian, including his wife and other 
relativs, his three law partners, his private 
secretaries, members of his cabinet, his 
principal biographers, and scores of his 
most intimate friends. 

It seems strange that the Christian body- 
snatchers should claim as an adherent a 
man whose whole life was a practical pro- 
test against their crude theology, and, 
who, apart from one or two conventional 
expressions, simply, in his whole public 
life, ignored their entire system. Oan a 
man be a Christian without being a Pres- 
byterian, or a Catholic, or a Salvationist? 
If Lincoln was a Christian, then we may 
all of us expect to see Thomas Paine 
plucking harp-strings at the foot of the 
great white throne. . 

Mr. Remsburg has performed & much- 
needed work— a great work for Free- 
thought—in compiling this book, and we 
trust he will be suitably rewarded by an 
immense sale of it. Its 336 pages are 
handsomely printed and very neatly 
bound in cloth at $1; in paper at 50 cents, 
—Secular Thought, 


Tug Girant Dexusion. A paper read be- 
fore the International Freethought Con- 
gress at Chicago, October 5, 1898. By 
Otto Wettstein. 

Intensely anti-Spiritualistic; very strong 
as against the ordinary church arguments 
for immortality; but from the standpoint 
of Spiritualism the author is a man fight- 
ing in the dark, or completely blindfolded. 
Price 10 cents.— Progressive Thinker. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonaz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Expositiou of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
feased naturalists. ‘ 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
hesides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
tus conclusion regal - ag the great subject of 
Design, to which the `: arch so ofteu refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
nut organic nature we meet with. abundant 
ovidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation1n a manner an 
to an extent that bas never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the chango which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 


is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly | 


awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
pue of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God? 
d. Price, cloth, $2. 
Hustrated, Price, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


told by actions as well as by words, and 
ethics giv no more countenance to the one 


“If we consider how much both our 
general welfare and our immediate pleas- 


sentence:: 
** Moral suasion is very admirable; good |. 


We are very glad that Mrs. Gingell has | 
prepared ‘‘ Aphorisms” and had the book |. 


and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT T6-PROVE THAT 


Pleasure 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua: Nou of Intellectual, Moral, aud Socia 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the. 
- Daty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. . - . 


* Ey Albert M. Lorentz, LIB.. ` E : 


CONTENTS: 
Boox I.—PrzASUBE: Chap. J.—Sources of Pleasure. Ohap, I. 
Ideal Pleasures. Ohap IV —Social Pleasures. ( hap. V- 
Barbarian and the Civilized. Chap. VE— Genesis of religions. Chap. VII.—Ohristianity. 
Boox IL—INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpose of life. Chap, Hi.—Material Pleasures. 
Chan. IIL—Ideal Pleasures: Kuowledge. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap. 
Ideal Pleasures: Character. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. .Ohap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 


: potism. ` ] : TEM E Sos . 
Boox IH.—MOoRAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L—Morality. Chap. If.—Material. Pleasures: Prudermce.: 
hap. IIL—Material Pleasures: Refinement. Ohap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Foresight, 
Chap. V.—Ideal .Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures.. Chap. VIL,— Vice 
Caused by Restraint. : . : M UA EIUS QUIE S S 
Book IV.—SootAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L— "Progress. Oaap.-If.—Protection, Capitalism, and 
Socialism: Respentivly an Actual, an Imminent, aud a Proposed. Violation of Individual 
Sovereignty., hap.-Ili—Oondition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Publio Schools, the 
. Mene. Mene, Tekel of Bapialism. Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. Vi.—Our 
Social Disorder. Tas vel 
Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable 


men who arein every way qualified as judges of books: 


-. TThisis a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with- 
:out mu h thought whether the ice is thin or not. It ausw:rs the greatest question—- What is the 
us>, object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cau-e and motive of progress? 
—by one word, Pleasure!—Thaddeus B. Wakeman, : : E y 

‘He sharply attacks, also, modern methods of edu^ation, and in this he is. most abundantly 
borne out by the facts, an.1 his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—New. York Commercial Advertiser. : TA cs 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded seutence iu the volume, not an attempt to fill up with. vords for lask of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do notsee.how anyone can re:d this book and disagree with the leading propositions, | 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. Itig a work of common-sense Socialism. ‘The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Phou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for. 
is bold, honest.sayings.—L -K. Washburn. | 22 DU ; Í He 
After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise'ófit.as are the eloquent editor of. the 

Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 398spages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel 
lent paper; and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. : 


Adiresm: ` THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 2 Lafayeste PL, New York, N. Y. 


.—Material: Pleasures. Chap. III, — 
V —Pleasures of the Savage, the 


production which have been rend ered b 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT, LIVING. 


Ethics- às Understood by a Student of Science, Sixty Chapters, as follows: : 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, . Beautitul Charity, 
| What is Ignorance? Selfishness, the Menace of Xo- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 


ciety, and Honor, 
Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth 
Avarice, Not a Means to Life's 
Best End, 


Knowledge the Great Treasure, 
Concerning Education, 
‘Conduct; or Right Doing, . . e, 

Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? 


udence, an Economy of. Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life's Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms,’ ^ 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, ^ Belf-Respect. 2 ,. Reasoaand Free Inquiry. 
Temperauce and Iutemperance, Foolish ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
Js the Use of Tobacco Danger- ce g A Free Press,, EN 
ous ? SE Anger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, | ~ 
'Oultivation-of Individuality, The Angel of Forgiveness Bights of Children, -  ' 
haracter, a Jewelof Great Price, Observation a Great Facult Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, of Man. 


Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 
cess. Politeness. The Gentleman 
The Difficulties of Life, 


Politeness. — Continued. — The 
Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 


Industry, the Staff of Life, 
Value of a Trade, 
‘Recreation a Necessity, . 
‘Games of Chance . 


, 
"Truth and Falsehood, . highway, est Society, 
‘What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment; 
-. ofa Promise. : Power of Will, Wisdom. i E 
Fraud & Crime. Courage, & Necessity to Right i 
The Poison of Slander, Living, 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of .a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: ] ; : $ 


s As with the physical, so with the ethical. A beltef, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there ts an indissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a taw whioh altereth not.— Herbert Spencer. i 

Living is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 


Right Living” is well pound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SHEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. J ACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to-the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean idols, to Ohrist’s coming, the princi- 
palcharaoters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
peouliar ; hraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar polities of the day. : i 

CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


"The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 

To Berti Ames | pir 

e emical e y Uungs. 

The Sun. By the Reys. 
Genesis—The Oreation. Digestion and Nutrition. 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. The Elementary Substances. 

The Deluge. : Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Scriptural God—The Creation. - The Son]l—What Is It? 

The Oreation of God—Abraham. g 4 The Mind. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Jdea of God. Sin and Salvation. . 

Samuel the Kingmaker. The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 

God Save the King. Rational Review. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. : Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life, ~ The Planetary Gods, 
The Christian Era. Every Man Tis Own God. i 

i i 7 ateways to o . 
Grants Tie ke era ; Ph wa (orals; Witenes Thee Spring. 
Animal. ' e Non Oredo. 
` Tho Master Tisanes. Rules for Human Conduct 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Food and Food-Substances. Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Delage and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages. Large 12mo. 
s In Cloth, #1; in. Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. ` 
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How to liv? —That is the essential ques- z IUS Striko of a Bex,, George N. * 
tion for us. Not. how.to liv in the mere] - FACSIMILE QF Bruises 25 
material sense ‘only, but in the widest BUFF WRAPPER. l 50 
sense. The general problem which com- 
prehends every special problem is—the 25 
right ruling of conduct in all directions un- 
der all circumstances.— Herbert Spencer, 1 
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strictly private conduct; that is, to conduct r 
which directly: concerns the individual 25 
agent alone. goman lave exist only to E is 
. prevent one: from injuring. another, or : "TREES : 
others; that is, from violating individual Taber E Whitman gh Fase thee 
rights or public order. The law has no . : 95 
right to enslave aman; and it does make a 15 
slave of that man whose free will is coerced 
in matters dicey neon himself ^ 
alone.—Moncure D. Conway. : zn It j : 
AG NE will Gure. 
A unas reporter, 7 he yo Gone his work - = i 
honestly, has done his duty; but an au- g 
thor, who is moré thana reporter, has very- -OUR NEWEST BOOKS. ; d Q. Ingereoll,..... —Ó—— 
responsible duties. He must hav a genuin | Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations spe- | ^ mann o.c... uo, Jacob Hart- g 
eat in his TE My Pavice to young cially Prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mao- Crimes of Preachers in the United States. as 
ald-be journalists is to know somethin per, MEAN E : . E. B INE — 
really. Be the slaves of some great idem Self-Contradictions of the Bible, Ninth | Resurrection of Jesus eee gere 4 
or you will be the slaves of a newspaper. edition. Price, 15 cents. ae Religion a Curse; Rellzion a Disease: Re. © 
Every man ought to believe that truth is Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? D ligion a ie. B. P. Putnam............. 95 
attainable, and. should endeavor to attain By John E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 60 | Design Argument Fallaaios. Br Editor of 15 
it, A writer should be philosophie in | Pen-Pictures of the World's Fair, Ilus- | Abraham Lincoln: Was Ho a Ohristian? 
spirit, and should look at the events of the trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 ? LR 50 
day from a higher point of view than from „cents. - n 25 
that of personal feeling or of party politics, | Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 15 
Then, even in political journalism, he will | . By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 16 
be discharging one of the most important | Design Argument Fallacies, A Refuta- 50 
fanctions of life.—Leslie Stephen. ` tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 10 
nes , ligent Being, Dy the Balter of tas a ie 
Wa believe in free thought, free speech, SEEKER. Paper 18 cents, 1 
and free press. We hold that the exercise | Crimes of Preachers in the United States, 
of individual judgment 1n all things is not | © By M. E. Billings. Paper, 95 cents. » 
only the privilege but the duty of every | Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. 10 
one, and the conscientious discharge off ` Bel. Cloth,$1: paper, 50 cents. 15 
this duty is necessary.-to the full reali- | Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to uring the year other standard Freethought 


Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 

ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

* Development, and that the Promotion of 

Pleasure is the Duty of Fnilanthropy and 

' §tatesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 

Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. : 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 

Ide; to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
loth, $1; paper, 50 cents. : 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 

By Helen 


Cloth, 76 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 
Facts re Fictiona be Life. By 
. Gardener. oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Woman, Church, and State, By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. E 
The Chureh and Freethought, By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 
The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
8tein's Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
ists. Paper, 10 cents. 
Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 Cents. » 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress, 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


f IN PRESS. 
Four Hundred Years of Freethought, 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 


elegant binding, over one hundred por- 
traits, $5. 
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lished and sent to subsoribers 
a8 thoy appear. | 
Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 


which pear is desired. 
Single numbers sold at prices quoted 
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Including Rockford, Elgin, Wa'tham, Hampden. 
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Justed, $10; 17 jewels, adju«ted, $14. In 3 ounce 

coin silver case, $ 0, $1150, $ 8. L5 $19. In 4 

ounce, $1 extra. In 14 kt gold filled, open face, 
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&ncJed dial, nickel, gold damascened finish, ad- 
Justed to heat and cold and positions. Latest 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect time- 

eeper. : 


zation of the responsibilities of the citizen, 
the only manner in which he can attain 
the full stature of a freeman. We believe 
in the absolute separation of religious 
questions from the administration of civil 
government. .Therefore, we are opposed. 
to all organizations having for their object 
‘the’ political proscription of anyone be- 
cause of his religious belief. Such. so- 
cieties are not American, and in pretend- 
ing to.be they sail under false colors.— 
San Francisco Star. 


Lazarus is a social evil, and as such 
looks out from his lair, often with much 
. mischief in an evil eye, only because, hu- 
manly speaking, all legislation, with any 
practical bearing whatsover upon his real 
state and condition of most dangerous 
moral deformity, does not provide for 
flooding his lair with light. Someof those 
who are accounted leaders, both in church 
and state, are in truth grievous offenders 
against Lazarus. They are, indeed, the 
hope, not of his life, but of his lair. They 
hay. made large profits out of his slums, 
and-then, with shabby meanness, call him 
an ‘unprofitable servant. - The rookeries 
and slums of England. hav yielded, and 
still continue to yield, immense returns to 
some legislators, and also, it is grievous to 
Say, to some ecclesiastics; and in the sor- 
did ‘spirit in which such pernicious legisla- 
tion has been conceived the oppressor has 
been highly regarded, and the oppressed 
no less pharissically despised,—Hev. Ar- | 
thur Robins, f l 7 


. Tru. objects of a republican state are 
purely civil and secular, relating to the 
present, not to a future life; to the duties 
which citizens owe to each other, not 


kin 


. Gentlemen's Stze. 

Prices: In 3 ounce silverine case, $19, £ounce 
goin silver. $26; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Huning, $32; 10 kt., 15 year cas2s, $8 
e88, A 
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Proving Christianity 


to those which they owe to the invisible ; 
God. It knows men neither "i Quis to he : i Bend for price-liste. ROCHELLE. ILL. 
ohammedans, nor Jews, neither as Oath- A 
olios, Protestants, nor Skeptics, Theists nor Heathen Or em 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, - - + - $1.50. 


Atheists, Orthodox nor Liberals, but sim- 
ply and solely as citizens, extending equal 
protection to all. The Hindu may erect 
his temple, the Mohammedan his mosque, 
the Buddhist his shrine, the Chinaman his 
josshouse, and the Jew his synagog, just 
as freely as the Christian may build his 
cathedral, church, or chapel; and the pro- 
tection of the government is extended 
equally to all the various forms of worship, 
80 far as they do not endanger the public 
peace. Still further, the Infidel, the Athe- 
. ist, or the Freethinker, may erect his ball 
wherever he lists, and the meetings held 
therein will be under the same protection 
as the assemblies for the worship of God. 
Such is the nature, the hight and depth, 
the length and breadth, of that libert 
which is the boast of this republic, an 
which is not its shame, but its glory.— 
Oliver Johnson, in Atlantic Monthly. 
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She Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth 5*1. . , 
fhe Secret of tne East; or, The Orizi: 
of the Christian Religion and the Signifieane 

: of its Hise and Peelite.. Cloth. 81. 

Physical Educaiion ; or, The Health-Law: 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Hon-ehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth. # 

&»ologieal Sketches: A Coutribution t. 
the caer Fendy of Namaril History. illus 
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ward Ap 
edy of the 
cesa, Address, DR, p. p, FELLOWS, 
' Say where you saw this adver. Vineland, N. J. 
EW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the lan4 
will giye me their batronsge and not waste the 
an and money on Ohris doctors.—Dr. Fel 


303 


JYot for Parsons. 


‘Some preachers are afraid to declare 
that the wages of sin is death, for fear 
their pay will stop.—£am'a Horn. 


Way is a preacher like an empty beer- 
keg? Because both are carried at half 
rates on the railroads.—C, Severance, 


tt THE OHUROH TRIUMPHANT!” 

Dr, Edward Bedloe isin town. That an- 
nouncement made in Washington, Boston, 
New York, or San Francisco, always causes 
a pleasant ripple in the circles of good fel- 
lowship. The doctor was honored by a 


‘| dinner at the Richelieu in Easter week, 


with Bemis as the host, and he rose to the 
occasion with a speech that is so brill- 
iantly unique in its way that I am going to 
reproduce it. The toast was ''To the 
Church," and this was the response: 

** I never drink a toast without recalling 
the vast debt of gratitude we owe to the 
church of the middle ages. ` In the long- 
gone years the sybarites and ‘good fellows 
of Greece and Rome quenched their thirst 
with rich, red wine, To them ale and beer 
and porter and stout were unknown terms; 
to them John Barleycorn was a perfect 
stranger; cognac and otard were sealed 
books, and-the thousand and one liquors 
of to-day were unborn. Ohampagne, the 
idealization of all vinous beverages, had 
not come into existence. While, as for 
punches, cocktails, fizzes, smashes, sours, 
eggnog, Tom and Jerry, hot Scotch and 
Irish, the Greek and Latin tongues, de- 
spite the genius of Homer and Plato, Vir- 
gil and Cicero, were utterly unable to ex- 
press or describe. 

“ Imagin, if you can, a dinner of to-day 
in which the sole alleviates of thirst were 
wine and honey, wine and water, wine and 
more water. When the inspired writer 
said: ' Liook not upon the wine when it is 
red,’ he was looking forward 2,000 years to 
our own time, when there are other and 
better beverages. Yet such was the condi- 
tion which confronted Lucullus, Apicus, 
and other great bon vivants of antiquity. 
A small boy could giv a better dinner to- 
day, so far as the wine-card is concerned 
than could all the Cæsars of the West and 
the kings and emperors of the East. 
What made thechange? What great power 
80 wrought upon nature as to giv us the 
wealth of enjoyment to-day? It was the 
church—the noble abbots and humble 
monks, who applied intellect to the world 
around them, and brought forth resulta 
which will never die. 

“They took the culture of the vine from 
pagan Home, and they converted it into a 
new art and science. They dignified their 
products by giving to them religious 
terms and titles. The golden. juice of 
the grape in the Vesuvian vintage became 
the Lachryma Ohristi, or tears of Ohriet; 
the tawny pressings of the Andalusian 
clusters became known in lore as Sancta 
Trinidad, or the holy Trinity. In France 
two superior vintages were born under 
the parentage of the church, and even at 
the present day bear testimony in their 
names of White and Red Hermitage to 
their origin. From that wonderful race, . 
the Saracens, the Mediæval church learned 
the art of dietilling it to all Europe. In 
the emerald vales of Ireland they pro- 
duced the potheen; in the green glens of 
Scotland, the usquebaugh; in the sunny 
vinyards of France, the eau de vie; in the 
steril plains of Russia, the vodka; in the 
frozen north of Sweden and Norway, the 
Kornbrantvin. 

“Nor was this enough! The Christian 
workers ransacked the far East for its 
daintiest perfumes, the West for its sweet- 
est flavors. They extracted aroma from 
the peach and pear, the incense from the 
lemon and orange, the bloom of the al- 
mond and the savor of the cherry. They 
robbed the cinnamon tree of its bark and 
the nutmeg of its kernel. Then with 
these they made delightful liqnors which 
hay lorifed our tables for generations, 
and shall endure to the end of all time. 
| The modest monks of La Trappe produced 
their masterpiece in Trappistine, the poor 
Carthusian friars flashed upon the world 
glorious green and gold chartreuse, and the 
princely order of St, Benedict, in the grand 
old abbey of Fecamp, invented Benedict- 
ine, the finest drink that éver moistened 
mortal lips. 

** But why continue? Does it strengthen 


| the argument to add that a Creole monk 


in Louisiana discovered ‘Parfait Amour ;' 
that a German pastor first dissolved gold 
in a dainty fluid and christened it * Eau de 
Vie de Dantzig; that a French friar 
taught us howto immortalize the orange in 
curacoa; how a provincial priest ligaefied 
the cherry in ' Maraschino; or how the 
Spanish ecclesiastic from the sugar cane 
gave us Santa Oruz, the rum of the holy . 
cross? Itis needless. But it is well that 
in our joyful libations we so should look 
back on the centuries with gratitude and 
affection to those humble but noble pillars 
of the church, whose labors hav done so 


suono Hohen brighten, and beautify the 
lives of & to-day.’ — Contributor of Chi- 
cago Inter-Ocean. 
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A DISTURBANCE AMONG THE BONES.—Ezek. xxxvii, 7-10. 


Old Testament Stories 


Comiically Illustrated. 


IT WILL | ! 
m WILL 


CORNER 
THÉ 
PARSON. 


MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts 0 0 Full~Page 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 40 0 Pages. 2 Pi 
Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. ; ictures. 


CONTENTS: 


Jacob and Esau, 

Joseph the Man of Dreams, 

Holy Moses, 

Balaam the Diviner, 

Bloody Joshua, 

The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
Against Jabin and Sisera, 

General Gideon, 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrifres. 
Samson the Strong, 

Ruth and Boaz, 

Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
David, God's Favorite, ] 
Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
Bsaac and His “ Sister,” Adventures of the Prophets, 

One of Twins, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, illuminated covers, $$1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC’S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian’s Belief; Why Was 


Sustaining a Theory, 

Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 
A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor. 
A Queer Family, 


The Yalue of Good Bread 


able to secure uniforml, 


; overcome this difficulty. Try it. 
the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story-Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilute's Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment The Living Waters. 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate’s Motive for Secreting 
the Bodv; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; Large pamphlet free, 34 S. 
Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan's Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? people. 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul’s Account; St. Paul’s Conversion; A Modern 
1.38 up; 


rice list free, Safe 
3X 180, 


Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of ew York. 


Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 
Inspiration; Conclusion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, Now York City. 
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Third Thousand. 
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is appreciated by every one, but so few are 
y good results. 
This is often due to the fact that when 
milk is used the character of it is exceed- 
ingly variable; by using Borden’s Peer- 
less Brand Evaporated Cream you will 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver£ and kidneys. 
Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21t18 


50 cents to E. D. Slenker. Snowville, Va., 
SEND and secure for one year the Little Free- 
thinker, a Freethought journal tor young 


WATCHES for trading and speculating, from 
Watoh Co., P. O 
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SwArL-POx epidemic in-Chicago. , 
Bap oyolone in Arkansas on May ist, 


Continvep and very disastrous earth- 
quakes in Greece. i 


Ganvin’s ** Army of the: Commonweal ” 
has reached MoKeesport, Pa. 


Dr. E. B. Foorz, JR., writes against 
vaccination in the Health Monthly for 
May. 

Tnuz Ohio assembly defeated by a very 
emphatic vote—45 to 16—the medical mo- 
nopoly bill. 

Tur Wellman polar expedition has sailed 
from 'Turnsve, Norway, for the island of 
Spitzbergen. i l 


Tux strike on the Great Northern is 
ended, the adjudicators giving the strikers 
nineteen-twentieths of their demands. 


Groree WILLIAM ABELL, president of 
the A. S. Abell Company, owners of the 


_Baltimore Sun, died last week. Pneu- 


monia. 


tt GENERAL” Coxzgy and Carl Browne 
were not permitted to speak from the steps 
of the Capitol, it being against the laws of 
the District. : : 

Ox May 2d Senator Walsh of Georgia 
introduced a bill providing for the uncon- 
ditional repeal of the ten per cent tax on 
State bank issues. 


FrnaATrLANDS, Flushing, and Gravesend 
hav been annexed to Brooklyn. This will 
interfere with freedom of recreation at 
Coney Island on Sunday. 


` Tue ship ''Cleopatra," bound from 
Bremen to New York, was burned and 
blown up by dynamite, part of her cargo, 
in mid-ocean. Crew saved. : 


Governor Rrom of Michigan has ap- 
pointed John Patton, Jr., to fill the seat 
in the United States Senate occupied by: 
the late Senator Stockbridge. 


Rev. Sam P. Jonzs.is to be tried by the 
General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal church South for his refusal to 
perform regular pastoral duties. 


Durme the past week there hav been 
some serious disturbances in the Penn- 
sylvania coke regions, and in the Mesaba 
Range iron district of Minnesota. 


. Tam Metropolitan Telephone Company 
of New York is putting women in place of 
men in its offices. They are ssid to be 
more efficient. "Wages remain the same as 
for men, 


In the Seventh Congressional district of 
Kansas the Republicans hav nominated 
Chester I. Long, who in 1892 reduced 
Jeremiah Simpson's majority of 7,800 in 
1890 to 1,500. 


H. H. KonrsAAT, for three years pub- 
lisher of the Chicago Jnter-Ocean, has 
transferred the controling interest to 
William Penn Nixon, who has been editor 
of the paper for eighteen years. 


In the Third Congressional district of 
Ohio Paul J. Sorg, Democrat, was elected 
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of 
George W. Houk. Mr. Sorg’s opponent 
was E. G. Rathbone, Harrison’s fourth 
assistant postmaster-general. The issue 
was squarely on the tariff and Sorg's 
plurality is about 2,000. Last fall Me- 
Kinley carried the district by 600. 


THE report of the compulsory insurance 
system of Germany shows that for the last | 
year $7,500,000 were paid to the victims of 
industrial accidents. There were more 
than 6,000 fatal accidents, nearly 8,000 
resulting in total and permanent disable- 
ment, 88,000 resulting in permanent partial 
disablement, and 20,000 in temporary dis- 
one The insured numbered 18,- 


FirrEEN United States Senators who 
voted for the repeal of the purchasing 
clause of the Sherman act hav sent a cable- 

am to the International Bimetallio Con- 

erence, now in session in London, express- 
ing their sympathy, and their desire to ace 
silver restored by international agreement, 
both silver and gold to be coined free at & 
fixed ratio. The signers are Sherman, 
Allison, Voorhees, Hoar, Aldrich, Hill, 
Murphy, Gorman, Platt, Brice, Carey, 
Frye, Davis, Cullom, and Lodge. 


The Outlook (formerly Christian 
Union) says that the causes of the prevail- 
ing depression are unjust taxation and a 
vitiated currency; that taxation which is 
levied upon expenditure instead of upon 
property is always unjust taxation, and 
that gold monometallism, giving & stan- 
dard of value which is steadily appreciat- 
ing, produces a falling market, which. 
necessarily checks production. It says 
the desideratum is a stable currency, & 
standard of value which will neither rise 


| nor fall. 
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POPULAR EDITIONS 
: . OF 


THE ASS IN THE SCHOOL-ROOM—MORAL | 


i 


KE 


NFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE. 


CONWAY’S EDITION 
OF 


‘Thomas Paine’s Works. THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


NLD NINN INIIIN NS NS NS Ne NY et 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250,5 
6 copies for $1; cloth. 500. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; clo., 756. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 

` AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(Lite). By J. E. Remsburg. 
Portrait. Pap., 600.3 clo.,750. 
COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 
CRISIS. Written During Ám. 
Revolntion  Pan.,40c.; Clo., 750. 
GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp.; 
clo. $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

LIFE OF, By C. Blanchard. 
Pan ,40c.: clo., with portrait, 60c. 
LIFE OF. By M.D.Conwsy. 
With History of his Li:erary, Po- 
litical, and Career in 
America, France, and England, 
and a Sketch by William Cobbett, 
The only adequate Biography of 

Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 
LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 50e. 
LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 
LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 
POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10c 
POLITICAL WORKS: ‘‘Com- 
mon ,Bense," * Crisis,” '* Rights of 


Man” $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. Pap.,40c; cjo.. 750. 

TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 

S. Comp. by Moreau. 10e, 


IT 
THEOLOGICAL WORKS: ‘ 
Prorhecieé,. dios with fe 
ne it, 91. 
VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 
Qoserver. By B. G. Ingersoll. Wo. 
9 Lafayette Place, New York. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ** The Life of Thomas Paine,” ‘‘ Omitted Ohapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” eto. 


Four Volumes, Royal Oetavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's « Life of 
Paine.” Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies bound in half leather, Hm 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ** The Writings of Washington," ‘‘The 
Writings of Jefferson," ete. Price, per volume, $4. . 

...For the general reader the $3 edition of Paine's works is sufficient, as it contains all of his 
writings upon which his fame substantially rests. But for those who desire to go deeper into the 
subject of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly commend the " Lile of Paine” by Mr 
Conway, and this edition of Paine's works edited by him | It ig the fullest that we are likely to have, 
and the stndent of history, and particularly the writer, shonld have it upon his shelves. 

The work will consist of fonr volumes, and will be arranged chronologically. The canse of 
America, as Paine said, made him an author, and the first volame will cover the period of the 
Americaa Revolution, ‘beginning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with Paine’s anti- 
aiscery essay, and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the Pennsylvania Magazine; 
these being followed by the great revolutionary, political, and controversial pamphlets which made 
such a profonnd impression on the country. e i 3 

The second volume will consist main:y ot the '' Rights of Man,” and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish politics, bnt will also contain certain papers on French affairs. — a4 y 

The third and foarth volumes will consist mainly of Paine’s religious writings, but will also 
contain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 


given Paine’s poems. _ i i 
The first volume is now ready for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
as the volames ap ear, or the volumes can be parchased sepa- 


whole set will be taken and fille 
rately. dress THE TRUTH 8. R CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Bible Inquirer, 
A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 


CPYTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
or Une. neludiu Questions Answered Affrmatively and Negatively by Qnotations from the 


sible. Also, Other Bible Referenres of Importance. 
Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged,—-— Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 83 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. | 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. . 

Tt will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. ; : py 
It wil show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought ” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, - 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. . 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD-TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. > 5 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest. Men l 
* In One Harmonious and Magnific nt Whole, 
a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with thé added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 

frem the chains and slavery of a-barbaric creed and church. "T 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with;Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. _ 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Pnullosophy.| Science. |, Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman's Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. . Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. ; 
Spineza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. . 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. - French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 

ume. Newton. Froebel. - Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips, Lucretia Mott. | 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Vietor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Ohild. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Sheiley. Heine. | Mazzinui © Lincoln. | Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Ide Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham Bakounine | Elizabeth Oady Stanton. 
Büchner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. . Whitan. Mill. ] Warren. | Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. | Matild :Josiyn Gage. 
i Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. . 

l Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 
The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age. Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 
It will give a history of the " 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONCRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. . 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, us representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


Horace Seaver, aes E Macdonald, Capt R. C. Adams, Dr. E B Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wixon, 


J. P. Mendum, M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P Putnam, Prof. J. H. C ok, Mrs. R-bert O. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E Remsburg, E. H Hey wood, Mrs M. A. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Frankli: Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E A. Stevens, Janos Parton, Lill.an Leland, 

Judge O. B Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which wili be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Bock is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. Bo, 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. : : 

The name of every Subscriber wh sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain 

Over Six Hundred Pages or Printed Matier and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 

This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 


Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


‘HOW TO GET 


OF FREETHOUGHT - 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with: 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are, enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. po 

We need more subscribers to Tug 
Tsuru Szexer, and every Freethinker. 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great: good all 
around.. Thi. is the offer: i 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at. 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of: the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, | 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer cis st ‘Je 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of ^ . 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically.lllustrated 
By WAISON HESION, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. - 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. ` l l 
~ Remember, to the Getter-up of The club, 
FOJR HUNDRED YEsRS OF FREETHOUGHT, - 
free. l E. 

To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, . . 

This. really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue TauvE SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 
` A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. : 

We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our fri.nds to 


help us. i 
It ought not to be difficult. to get 


four New Subscribers in any town in 


the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. . i 
Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon. às the 
book is issued. tg 
Those who send, a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEHEKIFR 
28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 
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fas LAFAYETTE PL} $3.00 Per Year, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 


E. M. MAGDONALD, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - =- - - 


- MAY 19, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advance........ $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance . 5:00 
Two new subsoribers............ ee. "m 5 00 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. $5 00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should, be. sent by express. company’s money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address ‘communications and make. drafts, checks, post-opftce 
and express money orders payable to KE. M. MAODONALD, 

: ' 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber, 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 


als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tume Trura SzzkrR one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tam Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete" 
($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Ohicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 7 

For $5 we will send Tur Trura Sxexzr one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. = ~ 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Tauru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. | 

For $4.50 we will send Tax Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 

, Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truta SzxxzR one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tax Trurs SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in eloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send THz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 

‘friends to the values offered. 


Some More Official Christians. 
Three of our official Christians, the grave and 
reverend Senators Hoar, Gorman, and Vest, donned 
clowns’ caps and jingled their bells merrily in the 


| Senate on May 2d. Mr. Hoar asked unanimous 


consent for consideration of Senate Bill 1620, relat- 
ing to the suppression of the lottery traffic. After 
some debate over comparativly unimportant amend- 
ments, Mr. Vest said: j 


` “The language of 


the amendment of the committee 
continues: f . 


Shall contrive, propose, set up, or draw a lottery, 80- 
called gift concert, or similar enterprise, offering prizes 
dependent upon lot or chance, or assists in such contriv- 
ing, proposing, setting up, or drawing in any place 
within the jurisdiction— ` 

** As amended it reads ‘ exclusiv jurisdiction '— 
and subject to the laws of the United States, or who, 
from any place whatever, whether within or without such 
jurisdiction. 

‘“ Under that section, as I understand it, it will be a 
criminal offense at & church festival in the District of 


Columbia, for instance, to hav prizes.” 


Mr. Hoar here interposed with another verbal 
amendment, and then the Missourian continued: 


** While I am in entire sympathy with the purposes of 
the bill to prohibit lotteries so far as the national juris- 
diction extends, I do not think we ought to leave this 
clause in the bill, which would involve the idea to which 
I hay alluded, that at a festival for charitable purposes, 
where there is the drawing of a loitery, it shall come 
within the prohibitions of this statute. I hardly think 
that is according to the ides of the framers of the bill. 

“Mr. Hoan: I hav not myself been able to contrive a 
piece of legislation which will hit the gambler and steer 
clear of other people. I do not know but it may be done. 

t Mr. Vest: If the Senator will pardon me, is that the 
meaning of this bill? 

“Mr, Hoan: If we are going in all the territories and 
the District of Columbia to prohibit gambling, and to 
prohibit it by the usual and ordinary penal descriptions 


of penal legislation, I do not see how we can except 
church-members. They will contrive to hav their church 


fairs very delightful without gambling, I think. If the 
Senator has any language that will accomplish that object, 
I hav been unable to find it myself, and I hav never 
heard of any before. I suppose that in every state in the 
Union, without an exception, church fairs and church 
lotteries and gift enterprises and raffles at temperance 
meetings and such places are in fact illegal and punish- 
able, but they go on. I do not suppose anybody can 
frame language which will not apply to them also, and I 
do not think we ought to.” 


It will be observed that while Mr. Vest wants the 


| bill so framed as to exempt the churches from its 


operations, Mr. Hoar, less pious or more politic, 
wishes it to be general in its phraseology, a drag- 
net for all kinds of gamblers, trusting that the 
church small-fry will be kindly thrown back into 
the water by the officers charged with the enforce- 
ment of the law. He admits that in all states 
church lotteries are illegal but are not molested 
by the officials, and he opines that the same state 


‘of affairs will prevail under the congressional law. 


In other words, to save appearances, the law will 
seem to be directed against all forms of gambling, 
but the churches, it is tacitly understood, will not 
be prosecuted. Inasmuch as the churches are the 
activ workers for this law, they are to be under- 
stood, assuming that Senator Hoar “speaks by the 
card,” as laying the wires for the passage of a law 
which they do not themselvs expect nor intend to 
obey. If this is not the very sublimity of assur- 
ance, what would you call it? And would not the 
enactment of such a law be religious legislation of 
the most cowardly, the most demoralizing kind? 
But let us return to the Senate chamber and listen 
to some more of the debate. Replying to Mr. Hoar, 
the Missouri Senator says: 


“I hav simply to say that within the jurisdiction of the 


United States, as I remarked before, I am in favor of the 
most stringent legislation against lotteries, such as the 
Louisiana lottery and the Havana lottery. That is the 


tirely too far. 


worst species of gambling, because it affects those classes 
in the community which are less able to spend money in 
this way, and because it is more widespread and far reach- 
ing than any other form of this vice; but I can never find 
my consent to go even into a fort or an arsenal or the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, where we hav exolusiv jurisdiction, and 
punish people who, for charitable purposes, raffle off arti- 
cles at a festival or a fair. ` : 


“It seems to me that that is carrying the doctrin en- 
In the state of Missouri we hav the most 
stringent laws against lotteries, statutory and consti- 
tutional, We hav a provision in the constitution of 
Missouri which makes all sales or the giving away 
of lottery tickets within the state unlawful, and de- 
clares all contracts in regard to lottery tickets to be un- 
lawful, and we hav a statute to the same effect, but the 
legislature of Missouri, as I remember—I hav not exam- 
ined it lately—made an exception as to charitable institu- 
tions or assemblies. It has long been the custom ‘for 
people to raise money at religious fairs in that way, and 
however much difference of opinion may exist as to the 
propriety and morality of the proceeding it is the custom 
throughout the country. ' 

“Mr. Gray: Would it be germane to propose an 
amendment exempting church members from the opera- 
tion of this bill? ` 

‘Mr, Vest: I am obliged to the Senator for that sug- 
gestion. Iam not legislating as to individuals, but legis- 
lating as to practices, and if any Senator thinks that that 
should be put upon the same footing with the Louisiana 
or the Havana lottery he is perfectly consistent in so vot- 
ing, but I do not think so. As a matter of course, Ido ` 
not propose to exempt any man because he is a member 
of a church or because he belongs to any society. The 
question is hardly worthy of the Senator from Delaware. 
He knows my opinion very well in regard to that sort of 
legislation. 

“But as to applying this penal statute to what is re- 
garded all through the country as an innocent, if not & 
justifiable practice in religious and charitable assemblies, 
that is a very different question, and I am not prepared 
to vote for any such statute.” 


Mr. Gray's question is a fine bit of sarcasm, and 
it seems to hav been a shaft which penetrated the 
brazen armor of Mr. Vest, who resorts to the trans- 
parent subterfuge that he does not wish to exempt 
any man from the operation of the law because he 
is a church member. Here is a proposed law 
against gambling; if churches are not to be subject 
to it, then church members, as such, acting for the 
churchés, ave exempted. The fact cannot be got 
around or tunneled under. 

After some further talk Senator Gorman inter- 
vened and this colloquy ensued : 


** Mr. President, I agree with the Senator from Mis- 
gouri (Mr. Vest] that this bill is too sweeping. . I hav not 
the slightest objection to confining it to the lottery busi- 
ness, but to provide that the offering of prizes shall be a 
penal offense at innocent church fairs and other little en- 
terprises of that sort, it seems to me, is going beyond 
what we ought to attempt. : 

Aa I understand the law now, as sustained by the deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court, lottery tickets pure and sim- 
ple are excluded from the mails. There is no question as 
to that. Ithink every provisioh that can be made should 
be made to reach the great Louisiana Lottery and other 
enterprises of that sort, but I understand they are abso- 
lutely excluded from the mails to-day. 

** Mr. Hoar: Perhaps the Senator did not hear my 
statement. The law excludes from the mails to-day lot- 
tery tickets, and also requires postmasters to refuse to 
deliver registered letters to persons and corporations 
who advertise themselvs as engaged in the lottery busi- 
ness; but it does not extend to other letters; and this_will 
only change the existing statute so as to cover other 
letters. A 

‘ Mr. Gorman: There will be no objection to extend- 
ing it to other letters, but when you propose to extend it 
to all these little gift enterprises and fairs, I think it is 
going too far. If the bill were confined to letters other 
than those registered, there would be no objection to it. 

‘ Me. Hoan: That part of it is not applicable to church 
fairs; it is applicable only to persons and corporations 
who advertise themselvs as engaged in the lottery busi- 
ness, as the Senator will find if he refers to the statute. 

“Mgr. Gorman: I ask the Senator from Massachusetts 
whether the statute to which he refers does not prohibit 
newspapers from publishing such advertisments, and if 
newspapers are not excluded from the mails if they do 
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publish them? Under the vr-visions of the first section 
of the amendment, as I und s and the bill, if a church 
desires to hold a fair where there are to be the usual 
drawings, they could not advertise in a newspaper. 

“I trust that the Senator from Massachusetts will con- 
sent that the bill may go over until we may examin it 
further. 

“Mr. Hoar: I tried to consult with every Senator 
whom I could get to take an interest in the bill. 
the great interest which my honorable friend from Mary- 
land takes in church fairs, and of course I do not wish to 
do anything which he thinks would affect that portion of 
his constituents who are interested in church fairs. All 
these laws hav a practical administration. 

“No officer of the law ever does interfere with these 
little church fairs. Whether they should or should not 
is & question we might discuss, but we cannot make a law 
which will prohibit the evils of gambling and put in it a 
provision that church members and amiable people may 
gamble a little for pious purposes. It is not practicable; 
it ought not to be done, and, if done, it would make in- 
finit mischief in our legislation. 

“Ido not believe there is a state in the Union in which 
such laws are not couched in general language which 
would prohibit what the Senator from Maryland speaks 
of; but practically nobody meddles with it. I suppose if 
the Senator from Maryland should come in here and 
move an amendment to exclude church fairs or to exclude 
lotteries for charitable purposes, when he got it written 
out he probably would not vote for it himself; I do not 
believe he would, but he knows better than I do about 
that. I think the best way is to do what the government 
has done, and what every state has done, so far as I am 
informed, make general laws prohibiting gambling.” 

The Maryland Senator speaks of “innocent church 
fairs.” Innocent of what? What is this law intended 

. to suppress? Gambling, of course. Then, if the church 
gambles, how can it be “innocent” in the eye of 
this law? Mr. Gorman evidently means that what 
is a crime in outsiders is all right when committed 
within the “sacred” precincts of the church. Fur- 
ther comment on this is not necessary. Now comes 
Mr. Hoar and tries to reassure the perturbed Mary- 
lander. He tells his friend that the part of the law 

` which forbids the transmission of letters relating to 
lottery business will not hurt the churches, as it 
applies only to those concerns which advertise 
themselvs as engaged in that business. But Mr. 
Gorman is not to be deceived in that way; he 
knew all the time that this would shut out the 
newspapers which advertise church drawings, and 
there was where he was hurt, and he lets the Sen- 
ate see his wounds, whereupon Mr. Hoar puts on 
some more of his they'll - never - enforce - the - law 
salve. He assures Mr. Gorman that * no officer of 
the law ever interferes with these little church 
fairs,” but tries at the same time to impress upon 
the mind of his rather too candid fellow lawmaker 
the impracticability of openly exempting the 
churches. The Massachusetts man is shrewder but 
apparently a trifle less honest than the Marylander. 
He is clear-seeing enough to perceive that it would 
not do to put into the law “a provision that church 
members and amiable people may gamble a little 
for pious purposes,” but he is perfectly willing that 
executiv officers shall universally connive at the 
violation of the statute by said church members 
and amiable people. By the way, we are pleased to 
see that Mr. Hoar differentiates these two classes 
of our citizens. 

George Frisbie Hoar is quite well satisfied that 
Arthur Pugh Gorman would not, after he had him- 
self written out an amendment excluding the 
churches from the operation of the law, vote for it 
when it came to the pinch. Presumably he thinks 
that Mr. Gorman would become a convert to the 
Yankee Senator’s game of guile, by means of which 
the precious set of Senatorial Pecksniffs play fast 
and loose with the * moral sentiment” of the 
country. 


Later on Mr. Gorman again takes the floor and 


proceeds to make this plea for gambling churches: 


** Now, if there is the slightest defect in that law, if it 
does not cover ordinary letters and applies only to regis- 
tered letters addressed to lottery companies, I can under- 
stand that such a defect ought to be cured. There can 
be no objections to that being done; but I ask the Senator 
from Massachusetts, Why should Congress go beyond 
legislation that deals with the vicious system that we hav 
tried to drive out of the country? Why should we under- 
take to include in legislation of this sort all the little 
enterprises that are carried on by churches, hospitals, 
and institutions of that kind? Let the Senator from 


Massachusetts take the District of Columbia, where we | for or do not work for, which is the bane of all human 
hav original jurisdiction. Our aid to charitable institu- | society wherever it prevails, and they hav crushed them 
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out. There is not state in the Union that would now 
hav its hospitals or its colleges or its universities sup- 
ported by gambling; and why that should not apply to 
the District of Columbia I do not see. Ido not think 
these little gift enterprises are in the least essential to 
anything, unless they are to make money by gambling, 
The churches and hospitals and other similar institutiong 
can substitute some other form of amusement or Contri- 
bution for them in all the places where they prevail. 

** So far as they are a serious method of making money 
doesthe Senator from Maryland, at this time, in the close 
of the nineteenth century, think the government hospit- 
tals in the district of Columbia ought to get two-thirds of 
their support by gambling and by selling lottery tickets, 
out of which they make money, and by which they poison 
the minds of the youth and of the persons who take part 
with them? Certainly the Senator from Maryland does 
not mean to be so understood. . 

‘So the bill prohibits bringing in i lottery tickets or 
lottery advertisments from outside the country or carry- 
ing them from state to state. To that the Senator does 
not object. l 

‘The third thing that it does is to prohibit gambling in 
the exclusiv jurisdiction of the United States, namely, in 
the forts, arsenals, and so on, and in the District of Oo- 
lumbia. That the general law does, which ‘applies to all 
lotteries. If this be impolitic substantially all the lottery 
legislation of the country is impolitic. If this be unjust 
or badly written in language all the lottery legislation of 
the country is liable to that objection. 

‘Now, the Senator from Maryland thinks we should 
put into the bill, in order that a deacon at a church fair 
may not get into trouble if he has a raffle, something 
which not in terms, but in substance, will except that 
class of persons.. I do not think it is possible. 

“If it were possible I do not think itis wise. I think 
they will go on just as they go on in the state of Mary- 
land, or the state of Masaachusetts, or the state of Mis- 
souri, without being meddled with. But if it is necessary 
for the sake of the great good of suppressing this most 
dangerous and destructiv species of gambling to break it 
up in little church fairs, I think it ought to be done. I 
do not think it is. 

** In regard to the serious part of the Senator’s speech, 
in which he says a grest revenue comes to these people 
from gambling operations and that the government would 
hav to pay their expenses if they are cut off from such 
operations, I say they ought to be cut off from them, and 
I shall vote against my honorable friend when that is the 
issue." 

This is à wretched jumble of moral inconsistencies, 
a politico-religious beating of the devil around the 
stump. In one breath Mr. Hoar protests against 
poisoning the minds of the youth by means of these 
church and hospital lotteries and in the next he 
declares that they will go on just the same, spite of 
the law. If it is necessary, he says, to suppress the 
church fairs, in order to break up the regular 
lotteries, he is willing that the former shall be sacri- 
ficed, but he does not think that such an extremely 
impartial measure will be required. While he wants 
these institutions in the District of Columbia which 
get two-thirds of their revenues by gambling to be 
cut off from that source of supply, he has said 
repeatedly that they will not be, judging the future 
by the past. 

What a spectacle! Here are three of the most 
conspicuous of the Senators of the United States, 
two of them asking that church officers be directly 
exempted from the operation of a law which they 
clamorously demand shall be strengthened and Vig- 
orously enforced against officials of other lotteries, 
and the other Senator assuring the first two that 
while such direct exemption is not “practicable,” 
the executiv officers of government will indirectly 
grant this exemption by failure to prosecute relig- 
ious offenders! What next? Church property is 
exempt from taxation, churchmen appropriate to 
the use of the priest one-seventh of our time, the 
Bible is forced into the publie schools, the religious 
bodies control the education of the Indians, the 
tax-payers foot the bills for publie prayers, etc., and 
now we are told that church members should be 
permitted to violate laws whieh they are eager to 
enforce against everybody else. This government 
of ours is fast becoming & government of the 
church, by the church, for the church. 


tions in the District constitutes only about one-fourth of 
the cost of keeping up those magnificent hospitals and 
splendid institutions for the untortanale in different re- 
Jations of life. 

** How are these institutions kept up? They hav fol- 
lowed in the District the old custom that existed by law 
in Maryland from the foundation of the government, of 
having their little fairs and offering prizes. "They sell 
tickets and advertise in the newspapers that they will hold 
a fair at the private resideuce of Mr. So and So, or at the 
chapel, or at some hall in the city, and there these draw- 
ings take place as regularly as the year comes around. 
There is not one of these institutions, from the Little 
Sisters of the Poor up to the great Garfield Hospital, 
where two-thirds of the revenue does not come from 
these innocent drawings. To enact legislation prohibit- 
ing drawings of the character I hav described by 
churches, hospitals, etc., merely for the purpose of carry- 
ing out the view that has been enforced here recently, to 
drive out the lottery, it seems to me is most unfortunate. 

‘There is not an institution in Maryland, created prior 
to twenty years ago, that is not the creation of a system of 
this sort authorized by law. There is not one of them in 
that state or in the District of Columbia that is not main- 
tained in that way. Ifyou pass the bill in the way in 
which it is framed now, what is the result? The public 
treasury will be called upon for double the appropriations, 
and you not only therefore add to the burdens of the 
treasury, but you deprive these people of an innocent 
right, for no man can compare the drawing in one of 
these fairs and the selling of tickets to the drawings of 
those lotteries whose agents go in the byways and alleys 
and on the public places and take from poor people their 
hard earnings. That is a matter that can be stamped out 
and ought to be stamped out. 

‘The law to-day is sufficient to do it. The law is en- 
forced to-day. No man can sell lottery tickets in Wash- 
ington without going to jail. I know to my certain 
knowledge that the law here has been enforced rigidly, 
and so let it go on. 

**Mr. President, there comes no demand for such 
legislation as that proposed in the pending bill. There 
is no necessity for it. If the Senator from Massachusetts 
and the Committee on the Judiciary think it necessary 
that there should be any further amendment to the law 
already upon the statute book, which relates alone tothese 
lottery companies, let the commitíee report such & bill 
and hav it considered. . 

** Mr. President, I for one cannot consent to extend the 
anti-lottery legislation so far as to exclude all the inno- 
cent and proper enterprises which I hav üHempted to 
describe." 


Both Mr. Gorman and Mr. Hoar are anxious to 
destroy the “vicious system” of gambling which is 
not made conventional by the cloak of religion, but 
each is ready to save, one in one way and the other 
in another, the gambling schemes of the pious peo- 
ple. They are terribly afraid that the youth of the 
country are going to be demoralized by the Louisi- 
ana and Havana lotteries, and that the poor will 
be robbed by those concerns, but they do not 
appear to take into consideration the fact that in 
the churches and benevolent societies millions of 
people of both sexes get their first taste of games 
of chance. If the state should suppress gambling 
there is no reason whatéver why any exceptions 
should be made to the rule All just laws are ap- 
plicable to every class and are equal and uniform. 
If the citizen must hava national guardian to shield 
him from the seductions of the unsanctified lottery 
he needs that guardian just as much to keep his 
feet from straying into the by and tangling paths 
of the sanctified lottery. And ten persons are 
“tempted” by the latter where one is by the former. 
Mr. Gorman says that “no man can compare the 
drawing in one of these fairs and the selling of 
tickets to the drawings of those lotteries where 
agents go in the byways and alleys and in the pub- 
lic places and take from the poor people their hard 
earnings." This is nonsense. Anyone at all ac- 
quainted with the methods pursued by the male 
and female cappers for church games knows how 
people are bullied and eajoled into risking their 
* hard earrings." It wil not do; church lotteries 
hav no better standing than other devices for ge- 
ting a good deal for a little. 

Mr. Hoar followed Mr. Gorman, saying, in part: 

** What the Senator from Maryland says in regard to 
the history of lotteries in this country is true. After the 
Revolutionary war for a good while the colleges in this 
country were aided by lotteries. I know Harvard College 
in my own state had repeated lotteries, as had hospitals 
and humane enterprises also. But our people hav deter- 
mined substantially in all the states in the Union that 


that ought not to be done, that it fosters & spirit of gam- 
bling, the idea of getting something that you do not pay 


The Parme Mxwonnrn Noumszr will bear the date 
of June 2d instead of May 26th, as incorrectly - 
announced last week. Among the other good 
things which it will contain, in addition to 
those previously enumerated, will be a poem 
written for the occasion by Geo. E. Macdonald. 
This later date giv8 you one more week in which to 
get in your orders for extra copies. Be sure to 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 19, 1894. 309 


Ot RN CMM NRW UM INN C MN UR NUIT RR RR 


write in time so that we can hav a sufficient number | iams, Mississippi; J.-F. Stallings. Alabama; J. M. 
printed to supply all demands. It will be an issue | Wever, New York; H. F. Thomas, Michigan iHi 
worthy the subject and satisfactory to the reader. | C. Van Vooris, Ohio ; G. W. Murray, South Caro- 
lina; S. W. McCall, Massachusetts. The second 
target is the House Committee on the District of 
Columbia, to which has been referred the Gallinger- 
Morse bill for protection of rest and worship in 
the District of Columbia. The members of this 
committee are: John T. Heard, Missouri (chair- 
man); J. D. Richardson, Tennessee; Harry Welles 
Rusk, Maryland; J. E. Cobb, Alabama; E. E. 
Meredith, Virginia; C. A. Cadmus, New Jersey; 
J. Abbott, Texas; G. W. Cooper, Indiana; C. M. 
Cooper, Florida; A. C. Harmer, Pennsylvania; P. 
S. Post, Illinois; William Cogswell, Massachusetts ; 
J. J. Belden, New York ; J. W. Babcock, Wisconsin. 
` Next week we will giv you another official target, 
but the issue will be other than the Sunday ques- 
tion. There is not likely to be any scarcity of tar- 
gets; we hav severalin mind now, end no doubt 
more will be discovered each week. ` 

Mr. C. Putnam, of Gibbon, Nebraska, reports that 
he has written to the target previously designated, 
and he makes the following suggestion and nomina- 
tion : : ; 

** Would it not be well to hav a full set of officers scat- 
tered over the states who could report local occurrences 
to the capiain for his consideration and disposal? I 
nominate J. D. Shaw, of Waco, Tex., for first lieutenant." 

There is nothing objectionable in this plan, we 
are sure, although we hope that volunteers in every 
part of the country will furnish us with all informa- 
tion attainable. Mr. Shaw is a good worker, and 
we hav no doubt that he will do all that he can, 
whether as officer or “private,” as Mr. Putnam 
modestly designates himself. . i 


nonsense. As a matter of fact, the crime was 
caused by the wholly reprehensible and excuseless 
rowdyism of the students. 


General Matthew M. Trumbull. 

Freethought and social reform hav just lost one 
of their most polished, able, and lovable literary 
champions. General M. M. Trumbull died in Chi- 
eago on the 11th insi, aged sixty-eight years. He 
was born in London, and came to America forty- 
seven years ago. When he arrived in Canada he. 
went to work on the railroad with pick, shovel, 
and wheelbarrow, and he later followed the same 
occupation in Massachusetts. He also taught 
school in Canada and in the states. He gerved in 
the Mexican war, was later obliged to leave Virginia 
because of his views antagonistic to slavery, and 
finally settled down in Iowa. In that state he 
worked in a brick-yard and studied law. Admitted 
to the bar, he soon had a good practice and was 
elected prosecuting attorney, against his protest, 
however, and he refused to qualify. Shortly after, in 
1857, he was elected to the legislature. He served 
with distinction in the Civil War, entering the 
service in the Third Iowa Volunteers, and subse- 
quently commanding the Ninth Iowa cavalry. For 
bravery in the field he was made brigadier-general. 
At the close of the civil conflict he was elected 
district attorney in Iowa, and when Grant entered 
upon the presidency he appointed General Trum- 
bull Collectur of Internal Revenue, which office he 
held during the whole of President Grant’s admin- 
istration. 

Some twelve or fifteen years ago he removed to 
Chicago and entered upon a distinctivly literary 
career. Here he acquitted himself well and did 
humanity excellent service. Under the department 
head of “The tulpit” he wrote for the Radical 
Review spicy, keen, and ably critical synopses and 
reviews of the sermons of Chicago clergymen. His 
most pretentious work, * History of the Free Trade 
Struggle in England,” has had a good sale and is 
now an authority in some institutions of learning. 
His splendid legal ability was exerted in behalf of 
the Chicago labor agitators who were hanged, and 
later of their comrades who were imprisoned, his 
“Trial of the Judgment” being an exhaustiv anal- 
ysis of the arguments and methods of the prosecu- 
tion and of Judge Gary. Last year he wrote and 
had published in the Arena an answer to Judge 
Gary’s retrospectiv view of the famous trial. Gary’s 
article appeared in the Century, but the reply of 
General Trumbull did not receive a like hospitality. 

A regular contributor to the Open Court, the 
Monist, and other periodicals, General Trumbull 
has written some of the brightest things in the 
literature of rational, common sense radicalism. 
The book by “Wheelbarrow,” “Articles and Dis- 
cussions on the Labor Question,” appeared first as 
contributions in Chicago papers. 

A Republican in politics, at least until very re- 
cently, General Trumbull was yet an unqualified 
free-trader and one of the most incisiv, outspoken 
critics of the pension abuses of the last decades. He 
has also written some very readable and trenchant 
articles on the United States Senate. 

Personally, Matthew M. Trumbull was one of the 
most agreeable, sociable, and kindly men we hav 
ever known. He was a good citizen in the best 
sense of that much.abused term; an honest man, and 
& patriot without being a jingo. He was a thinker 
and a worker. He lived without and beyond the 
creeds and was a co-laborer of whom all Freethinkers 
in all lands may well be proud. 


— "— —— 
The Letter-Writing Corps. 

Owing to an oversight no target for the Free- 
thought Letter Writing Corps was announced in 
Tae Truru SeexeR of May 12th. Two are given 
herewith, and each member of the corps can write 
two letters, which will even matters up to date. 
The first target is the House Committee on Educa- 
tion, which has in its keeping the Kyle-Johnson 
National Sunday rest bill. This committee is com- 
posed of the following members: B. A. Enloe, 
Tennessee (chairman); B. F. Grady, North Caro- 
lina; A. J. Pearson, Ohio; J. L. McLaurin, South 
Carolina; Marshall Arnold, Missouri; J. S. Will- 


God is in another arson ecrape. Anyway, that is 
what Talmage says, but we admit that God, con- 
sidering the character of the testimony, is entitled 
to the benefit of a doubt. Talmage declares that 
the fact that the Tabernacle did not burn until after 
the immense congregation was dismissed is proof 
that God’s mercy is great. But where was that 
being with his wonderful stock of mercy when the 
thousands of helpless worshipers perished in the fire 
which qunsumed the cathedral in Santiago? And 
if God could postpone the Tabernacle fire for a few 
hours could he not hav prevented it altogether? 
Why has he destroyed three of Talmage’s churches? 
It begins to look as though he has more sense than 
those who build the Tabernacles, for certainly peo- 
ple who can listen to Talmage Sunday after Sunday 
must be peculiarly made, mentally. 


Colonel Ingersoll lectured at South Norwalk, 
Connecticut, Friday evening, May 11th. The Free- 
thinkers of Northport, L. L, were invited by D. K. 
Cole to use his steamer Mystery to go over and take 
in the treat. A fog came up in the evening, and 
the captain, after fruitlessly trying to get out of the 
tortuous So. Norwalk harbor, put back and lay to 
until five o’clock in the morning. Starting again, it 
was not long before the fog belied its promis to lift 
and settled down thicker than ever. The boat 
forged ahead very slowly, but, cautious as was the 
captain, the Mystery was soon fast in the sand at 
Eaton’s Neck, and the receding tide left her high 
and dry on the beach. Nobody was injured and 
the boat’s damages were very slight. Now the 
pious folks are shaking their heads sagely and talk- 
ing about “dispensations” and “divine displeasure.” 
They omit to take into account the significant 
fact that had the Mystery grounded a few feet 
further east she would hav struck Eaton’s Neck 
Reef and surely gone to wreck. The burning of 
Talmage’s Tabernacle and the escape of the Mystery 
show clearly that “Providence” has a discriminating 
eye. 


The Oakland Times pithily and wittily says that 
the arrest of C. C. Moore for blasphemy “is in- 
tended to dull the edge of his criticism of the 
Christian religion.” But the performance does not 
appear to sharpen the arguments of Moore’s oppo- 
nents. Evidently the rule is a poor one, for it 
does not “work both ways.” 


The Independent would not be surprised to find 
a “blasphemous” picture in Taz Trura SEEKER, 
but is shocked that such a picture, as it looks at it, 
should get into the Voice. To this the latter paper 
retorts that the Independent has been affected with 
* moral strabismus " for years and it pointedly inti- 
mates that its big neighbor is bearing false witness. 
Tut, tut, good pious gentlemen, don’t you know 
that Christian brethren should dwell together in 
peace, and that “a soft answer turneth away 
wrath’? 


m — 


The other day Colonel Ingersoll dropped a spark 
into the pulpit powder magazine of Middletown in 
this state. He lectured there upon “ What Must 
We Do to Be Saved ?” and the preachers are yet 
trembling with mingled fear and rage. He spoke 
in the evening (Sunday) at the Casino and the min- 
isters opened all their batteries at their morning 
services. The Episcopal rector was particularly 
denunciatory. It appears that several of the direct- 
ors of the Casino are members of his church, and 
he swooped down on them for letting the arch- 
Infidel occupy their rostrum. The more liberal. 
church people strongly censure the rector for his 
intemperate utterances, while the unco guid are 
disposed to look upon him as a modern Savior or 
rural Parkhurst. Rev. Dr. Beattie of the Second 
Presbyterian church was almost equally severe in 
his excoriations of the Freethinker, who, he said, 
did not “know as much about salvation as Balaam’s 
ass.” We hav observed the same phenomenon be- 
fore; the animal named is sure that he knows all about 
salvation and the other “mysteries of God.” Rev. 
Mr. Heath of the Baptist church preached on the 
“Invested Dollar” and attacked the Casino directors 
and the newspapers, the latter for printing notices 
of Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture. “The Outrage at 
the Casino” was the title of the rector’s sermon. It 
is apparent that all the clericals knew they were 
going to be hit. Well, the lecturer gave them a 
doubtless coveted opportunity to obtain a sensa- 
tional advertisment for their own discourses. In 
the evening Mr. Ingersoll paid his sarcastic compli- 
ments to all the churches. Of the Episcopalian he 
said: 

“The Episcopal church has done some good. It has 
not destroyed beauty. It bas allowed vines to grow 
over its edifices. It has allowed its people to keep time 
to music with their feet. It allows them to play cards. 
God won't mind, or he'll look the other way. It is easier 


it should be done, else the woman would not hav to get forgiven according to the Episcopalian creed when 
been injured. But when Mr. Schuman talks of that you belong to that faith, upon the principle that memkers 


which God “permits” as an “accident” he talks of the firm are allowed to hav goods at cost.” 


Intelligent public opinion in England is becom- 
ing more and more outspoken on the side of G. W. 
Foote and against Hugh Price Hughes in the 
« Converted Shoemaker” affair. ‘“ Dodo,” a highly 
esteemed writer in Reynolds's Newspaper, says that 
«Mr. Hughes stands before the public fully re- 
futed.’ The London Echo remarks that Mr. 
Foote has “proved to a demonstration” that the 
Shoemaker story was “three parts fiction to one 
part fact.” We regret that Mr. Foote has been 
compelled to cancel his lecturing engagements and 
lay off for a few weeks at the seashore. He is not 
really sick, but his physician counsels him to take a 
rest in time. This is well; Freethought cannot 
afford to lose the editor of the Freethinker. May 
full strength soon again be his. 


— | 

Some months since & woman lost her life and 
other lives were put in jeopardy by the reckless an- 
tics of a band of students at Cornell. Pious Presi- 
dent Schuman of that college in his address at the 
annual dinner of the alumni spoke of the affair * as 
a disaster, 2 sad accident, a3 purely am accident as 
God ever permitted to occur.” It is well that 
President Schuman does not seek to relieve God of 
his responsibility for the crime, for if there is such 
an omniscient and omnipotent being he did permit 
the students to kill the woman; yes, not only did 
he permit the act to be done but he designed that 


310 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 


19, 1894. 


PENNE sn m VE Rs Ae 
perra um een Ee LC CC C c REED LL cee scc rm 


A Few Mistakes Corrected. 
Our friend, C. B. Reynolds, writes: 


of papers Speaking for the movement. 


* You are 
away off on the American Protectiv Association.” 
We hardly see how this can be true, when all our 

- adverse comments hav been based on the platforms 
of this and kindred associations and the utterances 

Where are 


Freethought,” and to every one who sends ug four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send & copy of that magnifi- i 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new gub. 


lic schools, that the reading of the Bible, without com- 
went, is ‘sectarian instruction of the pupils, in view of 
the fact that the Bible contains numerous passages, upon 
some of which the peculiar creed of almost every religious 
sect is based, and that such passages may be reasonably 
understood to inculeate the doctrins predicated upon 
them.’ The enemies of the common school declare that 
‘exclusion of the Bible would not help the matter. This 
would only make the schools purely secular, which were 
worse than making them purely Protestant. For as it 


we to go for authentic information if not to such 
sources? Mr. Reynolds says that certain officers. 
of the society in Washington are good Freethink- 
ers. Supposing that is so, what bearing has it on 
the all-important fact is that the association is a 
Protestant organization formed to advance Protes- 
tant interests? The few Freethinkers will be over- 
borne by the immense majority of Christians, and 
be forced either to yield the priceless principle of 


no religion.’ 


the duties of citizenship.” 


regards the state, society, morality, all the interests of 
this world, Protestantism we hold to be far better than 


** Tn the present state of the controversy, we hold it to 
be the duty of the citizens of a commonwealth, Christian 
in its history and in the character of its laws, to deny 
that the Bible is a sectarian book, and £o claim for it a 
place whenever the state attempts to educate youth for 


equal religious freedom or get out of the society. 


We are further told by Mr. Reynolds that the Asso- 


ciation is “opposed to any religious instruction in 
the public schools, and is opposed .to union of 
church and state.” The one sufficient answer to 
this is that we hav shown that all these Protestant 
bodies are working for the retention of the Bible 
in the schools, and that “separation of church and 
state” means no more on the lips of these people 
than it does in the mouths of the National Reform 
Association and the American Sabbath Union advo- 
cates; and even Mr. Reynolds will admit that it is 
worthless in the latter instance. | 

We were well aware, as Mr. Reynolds informs us, 
that this Protestant party claims to be “ opposed 
to any appropriation of public money under any 
circumstances to any religious society or organiza- 
tion.” But this declaration does not prevent it 
favoring religious teaching in the common schools, 
which teaching, of course, necessitates the use of 
public money for sectarian purposes. It cannot be 
too earnestly insisted that we must be very cautious 
in accepting the ex parte statements of these Prot- 
estant politicians. They are out for votes and 
power. Here, to illustrate, is the * National League 
for the Protection of American Institutions.” Like 
the American Protectiv Association it demands that 
all appropriations of public money to sectarian in- 
stitutions shall cease. In fact, to secure an amend- 
ment to the Constitution forbidding such appropria- 
tions is the one object of its existence. Yet its offi- 
cers are known to stand for the Bible in the schools, 
Sunday laws, etc. In the winter of 1889-90 the Su- 
preme Court of Wisconsin decided that use of the 
Bible in the schools constituted sectarian teaching 
within the meaning of the Constitution of that state. 
In the words of one journal, “the Supreme Court of 
Wisconsin decided against the use of the Bible in 
the public schools, under Constitutional provisions 


which in substance and on their face are tdentical f- 


with this amendment which is proposed by the Na- 
tional League for the Protection of American Insti- 
tutions.” One not on guard against the tricks of 
‘these Protestant Jesuits would naturally suppose 
that this “League” would hav gladly embraced the 
opportunity to indorse the principle of secular edu- 
cation so well formulated by the Wisconsin court. 
Did it do so? NO. Its aim is to shut off state aid 
from the Catholics and at the same time strengthen 
the Protestant grip on the public schools. Dr. 
‘King was then and is to-day the general secretary 
of the League. On April 8, 1890, in the New York 
conference of the Methodist Episcopal church, he, 
as chairman of the Conference Committee on Relig- 
ion and Public Education, submitted a report em- 
bodying the following declaration of principles : 


. 2, That the separation of church and state cannot 
mean, under our form of government, the separation of 
Christian morality and the state, 

**8. Historically, and by the highest legal and judicial 
precedent, we are a Christian nation. 

** 4, Itis well settled by decisions in leading states of the 
Union that Christianity is a part of the common law of 

- the state; ‘the American states adopted these principles 
from the common law of England. , 

**5, Education consists in the symmetrical develop- 
ment of the whole man for the purpose of his creation. 
This purpose is admitted to be moral. Purely sscular 
education is impossible in a land whose literature, his- 
tory, and laws are a product of a Christian civilization. 

_ “12. We repudiate as un-American and pagan, and asa 
menace to the perpetuity of our free institutions, the re- 
cent supreme court decision in the state of Wisconsin, & 
decision dictated and defended by the enemies of the pub- 


What does Mr. Reynolds think of that? l 


Our friend in the state of Washington also tells 
us that if the American Protectiv Association “ ad- 
vertised itself as an Infidel institution” it could 
effect nothing! In the first place it is inconceivable 
that it could advertise itself as an Infidel asssocia- 
tion, for the reasons that its principles fall far short 
of being those of Infidels and that its membership 


is overwhelmingly religious. In the second place, 


Mr. Reynolds’s plea amounts to this: As Free- 
thinkers we can accomplish nothing, therefore let 
us disband the Secular Union, the Freethought 
Federation, and other Liberal societies, and enlist 
under the sectarian banners of the various Protes- 


tant societies to pull their chestnuts out of the fire 


Let Taz Truru Szexer veil its Freethought under 


a semblance of Christian zeal and “ put out” hooks 


“to catch the religious and then get them to 


think.” 
guile. 
if it is true, as Mr. Reynolds alleges, that in show- 


Like St. Paul, we are to catch them with 


ing the real purposes of the American Protectiv 


Association and kindred aggregations we “denounce 
the only sure means to gain our victory”! We hav 
more faith in the sublime mission of Freethought 
than to think for a moment that we can do nothing 
for liberty of conscience unless we masquerade as 
Protestants crusading against the Catholics in the 
interest of the Bible in the schools. 


——ÀÓ— 
Wanted—More Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Taz Taurum Seeker. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about itin order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and. better.- Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 


Into what sorry straits we hav been driven 


seribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two splendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding Our readerg 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one.of | 
the other. Hither one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

: We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made ‘a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to. the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Tus Trura Szzxer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


ee ` 

* À special committee of the Wilmington, Del , city 
council hag reported favorably a bill, drafted by the 
board of police commissioners, which makes it un- 
lawful for any girl under seventeen years of age” 
to be present at any public place of amusement 
after 8 o'clock in the evening. And this regardless 
of the consent or presence of her parents. Here in 
New York a girl under sixteen cannot take part in 


|a performance at a theater, even if her parents are 


anxious to hav her do so, if cne Gerry, a fidgety 
old bigot, objects. We are a high spirited and free 
people. We must be, for the ancestors of some of 
us once threw some very good "n into the 
Atlantic. 


**'True Christian prudence makes us submit our under- 
standing to the maxims of the gospel without fear of 
being deceived. It teaches us to judge things as Jesus 
Christ judges them, and to speak and act as he did. ”— St. 


„Vincent de Paul. 


For “ Christian radenie ” read Christian credu- 
lity. The amendment is in the interest of accurate 
expression. What Christian is there to-day who is 
willing to judge things as Jesus judged them and 
to submit his understanding to the maxims of the 
gospel? Who that does not want to commit suicide 
will drink prussic acid or submit to being bitten by 
a rattlesnake or copperhead? Who will giv to the 
thief his overshoes to keep company with the stolen 
patent leathers or turn the unsmitten cheek to the 
tramp, if there is a policeman within cali? Go to, 
good Christian friend, and quit talking nonsense. 
You may be sincere, but nobody not similarly 
afflicted can repress the suspicion that you are pos- 
ing for effect. 

——— E — E 

The Charity and Organization Society of Buffalo 
seems to be run in the interest of Protestantism. 
A Pole, one Jos. Antoszewski, writes to the ea ap Het 
Record of that city as follows: 

**In the Polish mission we can say that God has blessed 
us the past three months. I was able to preach the gos- 
peland by some gifts of benevolence to show the practical 
fruits of the gospel. Iwas able to giv to many needy 
persons provisions, clothing, and coal. Tbe Charity and 
Organization Society engaged me to assist in their work. 


I was able to help the poor by money they furnished ard. 
to secure work for the unploymed ” 


This Antoszewski is a Protestant missionary 
among his Catholic fellow countrymen, which is all 
right, of course, but just why he is permitted to 


ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years uh rx publie funds or charity funds to buy con- 
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_yerts for his particular kind of Christianity, does 
not appear. It will be noted that this gentleman 
quietly assumes that benevolence is one of the 
fruits of the “gospel,” as though there were no 
benevolence before the birth of the writers of the 
New Testament books or where the Bible has not 
molded the ideas of the people. Christianity is 
indeed “The Olaimant,” although, like somè other 
noted pretenders, it has no standing in court. 


Freethought and Secular Notes from England. 


SKEPTIOISM IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC OHURCH. 

A Roman Catholic theologian, who sometimes 
writes in the Contemporary Review, is affected evi- 
dently by the skepticism of the age, for he has just 
made a vigorous attack upon the Pope. and the 
Bible. It is well, perhaps, for the writer's sake, 
that he preserves his anonymity, otherwise he 
would probably very soon hav to share the 
fate of Mr. St. George Mivart. The battle re- 
cently fought by Dr. Clifford and Mr. John Urqu- 
hart over the alleged inerrancy of the Bible is 
now fought over again by this writer, who, while 
acknowledging the the authority of the Pope, takes 
shelter under the protection of the fact that a papal 
encyclical is not a binding definition ex cathedra 
and therefore is not exempt from criticism. Cer- 
tainly this critic does not spare the Pope, who has 
so hastily condemned the higher criticism. All who 
hav any knowledge of biblical criticism in England 
and Scotland are aware that opinion among experts 
is 80 overwhelmingly in favor of the modern school 
of critics that it is impossible to find a competent 
scholar ready to maintain the narrow orthodox 
view. This writer declares that it is the same in 
the church to which he belongs, for he says: 

I am myself acquainted with Catholic divines who, 
having devoted the best years of their lives to the study 
of the Bible, for the sole purpose of employing their 
knowledge in defense of strict orthodoxy, found them- 
selvs compelled to *indorse the very propositions which 
they had set out with the intention of refuting. This is 
why the serious study of the scriptures is tabooed by our 
Catholic theologians, and will havto be wholly prohibited 
in time. 

The writer acknowledges that his difficulties are 
greatly increased by the publication of the Pope's 
encyclical. Hitherto this devout Catholic has had 
to believe only in an infallible church, which some 
of them found, it appears, to be not at all easy; but 
now they are bidden also to believe in the infallibil 
ity of a book which says that Aaron was buried in 
two different places; that Elijah sent a Jewish king 
a writing after he was dead, and which in one plece 
says that God tempted David to do a certain thing, 
and in another place that Satan tempted him to do 
it. The Catholic writer in the Contemporary Re- 
view objects, as a Christian, to be bound to accept 
the orthodox view of the Bible while it is so contra- 
dictory in its statements. He therefore, in spite 
of the Pope, believes in the * Higher Criticism.” 
SECULAR PROGRESS. 

Seventy years ago Robert Owen was deemed by 
certain employers of labor a lunatic for proposing 
that the working hours of factory laborers should be 
reduced from sixteen to twelve hours a day. In- 
creasing the possible comforts or lightening the 
burden of the toiling millions was not then recog- 
nized as a part of the orthodox faith of either lay- 
men or clergymen. At thé present time, however, 
England is ringing with praise of the successful 
experirent of an “eight hours’ day” for work. 
Many Freethinkers twenty years ago were consid- 
ered the bitter enemies of the employers for sug- 
gesting that nine hours of labor should constitute a 
day’s work. Secularists never could accept the doc- 
trin that the whole duty of man consisted in slaving 
with his hands and in fearing God and obeying the 
king. Believers in. free minds hav always taught 
the necessity of freedom of bodies. Hence we re- 
joice that the nation is becoming converted to the 
Secular view of life. 


ME A NEW SEOULAB FOROE. : 

I hav frequently pointed out what a power for 
good the pulpit might become if it were used to ex- 
pound scientific and economic questions concerning 
every-day life. At last this useful course is to some 
extent being adopted in England. Bishops, clergy- 
men, and ministers are now dealing Sunday after 
Sunday with the labor and other social problems 
which demand solution. Of course the cause of 
this “new departure” is obvious enough. The 
church needs. the patronage of the working men, 
and therefore the clergy feel compelled to deal with 
those social subjects that their predecessors ignored. 
Still, we, as Secularists, need not trouble about the 
motive in this case, if the evils are admitted and 
remedies for them are publicly discussed. 


Any-: 
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thing is better than the mystification of the public 
mind with theological conundrums, and the neglect 
of the mundane affairs of existence. a 

MORE CONVERSIONS. 

The barefaced fiction of “The Converted Shoe- 
maker " is not to be allowed to hav all the running. 
A pious saint has published a score of names of 
those who are said to hav been converted to Chris- 
tianity from Freethought. The unfortunate point, 
however, for the saint is, that most of the names he 
mentions are entirely unknown to the Secular party. 
Those unprejudiced people who are familiar with 
the enormous figures used in describing the armies 
of the Lord in the Old Testament will not be sur- 
prised that his ministers to-day should indulge in 
reckless exaggeration. It is a way they hav, for is 
it not all for the glory of God? Does not St. Paul 
say, “ For if the truth of God hath more abounded 
through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also 
judged as a sinner ?” 

A VIOTIM OF SCOTCH BIGOTRY. 

, The Rev. William Robertson Smith, who recently 
died, was a victim some years ago of the bigotry of 
pious Seotland. In 1878 he was made Professor of 
Hebrew in the Free Church College at Aberdeen, 
and there he became the victim of a heresy hunt. 
Certain articles which he had contributed to tbe 
* Encyclopedia Britannica" roused the fervid ortho- 
doxy of the highland host, as the more conservativ 
and Calvinistic of the Scotch Free Church ministers 
&re known. They summoned him before the general 
assembly of his kirk, and the debates were long and 
exciting. After a brilliant defense Dr. Smith was 
removed from his office. In 1881, the year of his 
dismissal, he joined the late Dr. Baynes in the 
editorship of the Encyclopedia, in which the offend- 
ing articles had appeared. He was one of the ablest 
advocates of what is called the higher criticism of 
the books of the Old Testament, and especially of 
the Pentateuch. It is asserted as a settled point 
which no fairly well informed man with unpreju- 
diced mind ever calls in question that the Penta- 
teuch, or rather Hexateuch (for the book of Joshua 
is commonly included), in its present form, is not 
an original composition, but a compilation, consist- 
ing mostly of extracts from at least three different 
sources; and that the compilation was made many 
centuries after the time of Moses. This belief has 
become, or is rapidly becoming, one of the common- 
t of every-day opinion; and Dr. Robertson 

mith was, if not latterly, the most prominent, cer- 
tainly the most powerful instrument in accomplish- 
ing this momentous result; for momentous it will 
probably prove to be in more ways than one. The 
Christian scriptures are built upon the Jewish; and 
the character and authority of these latter cannot 
undergo a change without changing also the Chris- 
tianity which rests upon them or is developed from 
them. 


THE MAHATMAS TO THE FRONT. 

Mrs. Besant has returned from India just in time 
to take part in & rupture among the Theosophists. 
It seems that in the theosophical circles in India, 
some vague charges had been floating as to the atti- 
tude of Mr. Judge, the vice-president of the Theo- 
sophical Society, toward the “ masters.” Mrs. 
Besant brought these rumors to the official notice 
of Colonel Olcott, the president, and the colonel 
incontinently gave Mr. Judge the alternativ of re- 
signing the vice presidency or demanding a com- 
mittee of inquiry. In his haste, however, Colonel 
Olcott is said to hav neglected the forms of pro- 
cedure Jaid down in the constitution of the society, 
and Mr. Judge, supported by the European and 
Indian secretaries, urged this neglect warmly 
against him. The quarrel, though turning on 
points of constitutional form, really involves the 
question whether the society as such shall affirm or 
deny the existence of mahatmas On this pro- 
foundly interesting point the society has hitherto 
expressed no opinion, for the best of reasons ; some 
of its members believe in the “masters;” others do 
not; and a dogmatic pronouncement would be the 
signal for a perilous schism. Colonel Olcott wrote 
in haste. He will probably repent at leisure. His 
procedure against the vice-president offends not 
only against the constitution of the society—his 
own constitution—but against the most elementary 
notions of judicial fairness. In any case the mutual 
recriminations of the Theosophist officers are fur- 
nishing sport for the Philistines. 


A NEOESBARY PROSECUTION 
There are several theological trampe, supported 
by certain religious bodies, going through the 
country defending Christianity and attacking Secu- 
larism. Were this done by respectable and intelli- 
gent men who were acting truthfully according to 


their lights. there could be no objection to it. But 
these theological tramps seem to be destitute of all 
decency. and the ability to tell the truth. One of | 
these depraved exponents of the orthodox faith has 
several times publicly made a charge of the most 
obscene character against the conductors of the 
London Hall of Science, and as the filthy libel has 
been printed and widely circulated, it has been re- 
solved to commence a prosecution against the pub- 
lisher of this foul charge. 
* Notes" I may be able to giv further particulars 
about the matter. 
was put to such a degrading mode of Christian 
advocacy. i 


Probably in my next 
It is quite time that a stop 


INTERESTING ITEMS. 
The Rev. Holden Sampson has just been the vic- 


tim of church intolerance. The reverend gentleman, 
it appears, has been somewhat too outspoken on 
social questions and too liberal in his interpretation 
of biblical teaching to suit the purse-holders of the 
church, and he has accordingly been forced to re- 
sign. 
publicity. 
no right to expect its acts of bigotry to be hidden 
under a bushel. 


Incidents of this kind deserve the fullest 
A church that claims to be national has 


In spite of the superstitious opposition to crema- 


tion the seventh issue of the transactions of the 
Cremation Society of England shows continued 
steady increase in the number of practical converts. 
In the year 1885 three bodies were burnt at Woking, 


and for the following eight years down to the pres- 


ent time, the yearly numbers hav been 10, 18, 28, 


46, 54, 99,104, 101. Last year looks, at first sight, 
like & decrease, but Manchester has now established 
a crematorium, and thirty bodies cremated there 
would otherwise probably hav been added to the 
Woking total. 

The “Church Schools Sunday,” on which, in re- 
sponse to a request from the bishop of London, 
collections were made last December on behalf of 
the church schools in London, seems to hav been 
rather a failure. One hundred. and fifty-four 
churches collected £873 between them—less than 
£6 apiece. The London Diocesan Magazine re- 
gretfully refers to the £30,000 raised in the churches 
on Hospital Sunday, and thinks that £5,000 
“toward the preservation of church schools is not 
too much to expect.” The bishop is going to make 
another attempt in July. 

A return for the Education Department states 
that the expenditure for public education in Eng- 
land and Wales in 1893 was £6,394,152, an increase 
over the previous year of £428,636. 

* Christian" England has very little faith in its 
God as a source of protection, for, according to the 
official returns of parliament, the country has to 
spend every year from £53,000,000 to £58,000,000 
for the defense of the empire. Cuas. Warts. 

` London, Eng 


Random Notes. 


Here is a good story. A French bisbop was in- 
vited to dinner at a cardinals iu Rome, “Where 
is your bishopric?” asked the cardinal. ‘In An- 
gouléme.” The cardinal looked as intelligent as if 
the bishop had explained the Trinity mystery to 
him. “ Department of Charente,” added the 
bishop. No more light was visible. Suddenly a 
bright idea struck the bishop. “I am bishop in 
Cognac,” said he, “my diocese lies in Cognac.” 
« Ah, Cognac, Cognac,” cried all the guests, “ that 
must be a heavenly place in which to be bishop.” 


'& To tax church property is to tax God,” says the - 
Catholic Review, and adds no comment to its soli- 
tary epigram. Let us see. Then to rent church 
property ie—what? To sell church property is— 
what? To insure church property is—what? To 
mortgage church property is—what? To hold a 
rafüing fair in church property is—what? The 
epigram has more bray than brains.—American 
Sentinel. 

There is no proof on record of a prayer ever hav- 
ing been answered, and yet there are at this mo- 
ment a million human beings on their knees in the 
dirt asking God to do a million different things, 
which in their opinion should be done at once, and 
which he will not do. 

Some inquisitiv and sacrilegious people may won- 
der why God did not want Eve to know she was 
naked; but it is none of their business—“God’s 
ways are not as our ways "—he was not civilized. 


It was God and not the devil who said to “ the 
woman,” “I will greatly multiply thy sorrow,” ete. 
Women will crawl on their knees in the dirt for 
him, and yet they want to vote. 
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News and Notes. 

Thursday, May 10th, under a beautiful sky, all 
the glory of spring around, with Dr. E. B. Foote 
Sr. I visited the monument of Thomas Paine at 
New Rochelle, which is now in process of being 
renovated, the name and the noble sentences of the 
great reformer shining forth in gold. I look for- 
ward toa grand celebration at this place on Decora- 
tion Day, when the improvements will be fully com- 
pleted, and amidst flowers and music the memory 
of Thomas Paine will be illustrious. This is a de- 
lightful place for a gathering of this sort. There 
are lovely scenes about, the trees branching in leafy 

. garniture, the gentle hills stretching away from 
the intervale, and sunshine and shadow mingling on 
the luminous grass. Here one can dream of great 
things, of the heroic past, and here one can gather 
inspiration for future work. Here nature mingles 
her glory with the hopes and toilsof man. Amidst 
her music and grand and beautiful forms is the 

-monument of man’s noble endeavor to be conse- 
crated in the undying memory of the race. May 
the multitudes flow to this spot and rekindle the 
fires of freedom. 

Friday evening, May 11th, I again confront the 
Liberal Club, which I always like to do, for it 
generally appreciates one if he tries to do his 


level best. My subject was “Liberty and Author-. 


ity,” and on this occasion my critics did not seem 
to differ very widely from my fundamental prin- 
ciples. I find rather more accord there than I ex- 
pected. If we agree on first principles, the ques- 
tion of method must be settled by human experience. 
The political principles of Paine and Jefferson are 
those most generally adopted by Freethinkers, in 
fact, if there is to be any government at all in the 
world without tyranny these principles must be 
adopted. 

I gave the same leture before the Brooklyn 
Philosophical Association, and it was received in the 
same spirit as at the Liberal Club, that is, the dif- 
ferences were simply as to methods and not as to 
principles. While many Freethinkers are Socialistic, 
and would enlarge the powers of the government, 
they would, as Mr. Wakeman expressed it, bring in 
the voluntary principle and diminish the compul- 
sory. If there is Socialism in the future it must 
be secular and scientific, and not religious. We 
hav had enough of religious and paternal Social- 
ism.: All Freethinkers must oppose that, for in it 
are the seeds of the tyrannies of the past. The 
state is not over the people, but it is merely an 
agency in the hands of the people for certain 
purposes, and beyond those purposes its functions 
must cease. The state cannot in any event be 
made universal as human society itself. 
points out, the state is only a function of society, 
and not society itself. It is a part of society, as 
the eye is a part of the body; and the body itself 
is far greater than any particular function of itself; 
so human society in its manifold powers and de- 
velopments is far higher, profounder, and vaster 
than the state itself, which is not the life of society 
but simply its police force. 

These principles were elucidated after my lecture 
before the association by Henry A. Stone, Joseph 
Warwick, and others, and especially by the presi- 
dent, Henry Rowley, who is always fully equal to 
the subject under discussion. I always wish, when 
I hear Rowley, that he was out in the lecture field 
stirring up the people with his splendid matter and 
delivery, for he has that way of expressing his ideas 
which not only informs but arouses. 
of the Brooklyn Philosophical Association he is 
doing a great work, and will surely become one of 

‘the best known exponents of our cause, as he is 
to-day one of our most brilliant platform speakers. 

A very interesting phase of my subject, “ Liberty 
and Authority,” came up both before the Liberal 
Club and Brooklyn Association—namely, compul- 
sory vaccination, which it seems to me must be op- 
posed both on Freethought and scientific grounds. 
I also attended a meeting with Dr. E. B. Foote, fr., 
which he addressed, and which was a preity vigor- 
ous protest against this sort of tyranny. However, 
some Freethinkers are in favor of compulsory vac- 
cination; but Iam of the opinion that when the 
subject is fully discussed and understood the fallacy 
and the wrong of it will be admitted by those who 
are without prejudice. 

It is a matter beyond dispute that compulsory 
vaccination has caused the death of several indi- 
viduals in Brooklyn ; that is, innocent persons hav 
been poisoned to death in order to insure the safety 

‘of the rest of the community. 
| It is a question as to whether criminals ought to 
be killed for the sake of the security of society. 
Some argue against capital punishment even for the 
murderer. But in this case not criminals but inno- 
cent people are executed for the sake of society. Is 
not this orthodox vicarious atonement? We pro- 


As Paine | 


As president 


test against Christ dying for us. How about hav- 
ing little children poisoned and killed for our good?. 
Is that justice ? 

Even if vaccination really secured the safety of 
society, is it not a question as to whether it should 
be compulsory ? 

What is the ground for compulsory vaccination ? 

This, of course: that vaccination is a certain 
preventiv of small-pox. 
ground of compulsion. But if vaccination is a 
certain preventiv, then those who are vaccinated 
are safe anyway and are not in danger from the 
non-vaccinated. 

Where, then, is the reason for forcing the non- 
vaccinated against their own judgment to be vae- 
cinated, since this does not conduce to the safety of 
the vaccinated? For the vaccinated are already 
safe, being vaccinated! Tf vaccination does not 
make one safe, then vaccination is a humbug and, 
of course, should not be compulsory. 

On either horn of the dilemma compulsory vac- 
cination must go by the board. If vaccination 
insures safety, then the vaccinated cannot enforce 
vaccination on the non-vaccinated on the ground of 
protection, for they are already sufficiently protected 
by their own act. If vaccination does not insure 
safety, then we are confronted by the preposterous 
claim that the state has a right to force upon the 
community an uncertain remedy. 

This question .goes so deeply into the principles 
of government that it is well to understand these 
fallacies of compulsion. It is like forcing religion 
upon the community, and if one is justifiable, then 
the other is equally so. If not, why not? 

The Philosophical Association is making grand 
preparations for the Paine festival at New Rochelle, 
Decoration Day. It looks as if there would be a 
great throng present, and every Freethinker who 
ean possibly attend should do so. It will be a rare 
day—one of a thousand. Let it be enshrined with 
the great memories of the republic. Let it bea 
white day amidst the toils of reform. Let it be a 
gala day for humanity and progress. 

I hav arranged to be at Albany when the Consti- 
tutional Convention comes together again May 22d. 
On Sunday, May 27th, I shall lecture at Van 
Vechten Hall, 119 State street, afternoon and 
evening. I hope that every Freethinker in the 
vicinity of Albany and Troy will be present, that we 
may make a vigorous protest for human rights. 
Now is the time to do our level best; and we must 
work together. Samurt P. Purnam. 


* Four Hundred Years." 


The days of grace are now very few. Those who 


wish to get their names into * Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought” should let us know at ‘once. 
Names and $5's are coming in quite encourag- 
ingly, but there are some pledged ones still without 
the gates, and a large number of others who, we 
surmise, intend to come in at the eleventh hour. 
Well, that hour has struck. Do not forget that 
$6.50 secures Tur Truru Szexzr for one year and 
a copy of Mr. Putnam’s book, which contains more 
than eight hundred and fifty pages of reading 
matter, one hundred and fifty portraits, and the 
names of all who hav paid in advance for the book. 
“A man is known by the company he keeps,” and 
no better could be found. Following is the list of 
pictures : 


Adams, Robt. C. Andrews, Stephen Pearl 


Baker, R. L. Bradlaugh, Charles 
Bennett, D. M. Bruno, Giordano 
Besant, Annie Bruno Monument 
Bird, Henry Büchner, Ludwig 


Burnham, J. H. 


Bjornson, Bjornstjerne 
Butterfield, R. 


Blodgett, D. A, 
Botsford, W. 


Ce6, Jean Paul Comenius 
Child, O. Comte 

Cilwa, C. . Conant, Jas. A. 
Coleman, W. E. Cook, J. H. 
Colman, Luoy N. . Creede, N. C. 


Darwin, C. R. 
Dekker, E. D. 


Emerson, R. W. 
Fergus, James 
Foote, E. B., Sr. 
Foote, E. B., Jr. 


Gage, Matilda J. 
Garcia, J. M. L. 


Denton, William 
Des Essarts, Jules 


Foote, Geo. W. 
Freeman, Mrs. M. A. 
Freeman, Mrs. M. D. 
Freeman, W. F. 


` Girard, Stephen 
Goethe, J. W. von 


Gardener, Helen H. Goodell, N. D. 
Garibaldi, Giuseppe Green, H. L. 
Garrison, Wm. Lloyd Greenhill, J. A. 
Gibbon, Edward Griswold, N. F. 
Gibson, Ella E. ^ 
Hardee, R. A. Hugo, Victor 
Hayden, Chas. T. Humboldt, A. von 
Heston, Watson Hume, Robert 
Heywood, Ezra H. Huxley, T. H. 


Holyoake, G. J. 


Ingersoll and grandchild Ingersoll, R. G. 


This can be the only |M 


Jamieson, W. F. 
Kneeland, Abner 


Leland, Lilian, 
Leland, T. C. 
Lennstrand, Viktor E. 


Krekel, Mattie P. . 


Lick, James 
- Lincoln, Abraham : 


Maedonald, E. M. McCabe, J. J. 
Macdonald, G. E. Mille, Constantine . 
Martineau, Harriet Monroe, J. R. 


Mendum, J. P. 
Oswald, Felix; : 


endum, Ernest 
Noyes, R. K. 


Paine, Thomas Peck, John . - 
Palmer, Courtlandt Pillsbury, Parker 
Parker, Theodore Post, Amy - 


Parton, James Putnam, Samuel P, 


Reichwald, E.C. 
Remsburg, John.E. 
Reynolds, C. B. 
Richardson, J. P. 
Rose, Ernestine L. 


Schell, Abram 
Schell, Caroline 
Schroeder, J. Henry 
Sehwella, Edward 


Rosenow, A. . 
Ross, W. Stewart 
Rowley, Henry 
Rush, Reuben 


Specht, Dr. August 
Spencer, Herbert 
Spinoza -— 
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady 


Seaver, Horace Steiner, Franklin 
Shaw, J. D Stevens, E. A. `. 
Shelley, P. B. Sturoc, W. C. 


Smith, Katie Kehm 


Taber, Henry M. 
TenBokkel, J. G. 
Thompson, Otto 
Thoreau, Henry 


Voelkel, Titus 
"Voltaire, M, de 


Waite, C. B. 
Wakeman, T. B. 
Walker, E. C. 
Washburn, L. K. 
Watts, Charles 
Watts, Kate E. 
Wettstein, Herman 
Wettstein, Otto 


Subseribers for the work continue to send in 
their names. Following are the new ones received 
since acknowledgment last week : i 


' California.—Charles Wagner, Joel B. Parker, Mrs. 
Chris. Scofield, Ed. Wegner. 
Colorado.—Christopher Miller. 
Connecticut. —Adam Ferris. 
Jllinois.—QG. C. Paoli, M: D., H. Coons, Frank G. Praetz, 
Iows.—H. F. Schnedler. g 
ansas, —O wen Jones. l 
Kentuéky.—O. P. Eldred. . 
Maryland. —Aaron Davis, Thomas F, Diffendall. 
Massachusetts. —C. J. Grey. 
Montana.—David Hall, Jacob Harris, H. L, Stephens. 
Missouri.—W. C. Devall. 
Minnesota.—Julius Rasmussen. _ zy 
Nebraska.—' Thomas Patrick, John McArdle. 
New Jersey.—John Ande . 
New York.—Henry A. Stone, Edward A. Little. 
Ohio.—John W. Turner, Alexander ©. Scott, Jr., 
Joseph Roth. i M 
Oregon. —Chas. S. Harris, Katie Kehm Smith. 
Wisconsin.—Wm. D. Cullmann. : 
Canada. —George Derry, Charles Laperche. 


Thorpe, Robert 
Toomey, S. 
Tyndall, John 


Vostrovsky, J. 


Whitman, *Walt 
Wicksell, K. 
Wille, Bruno 
Wixon, Susan H. 
Wollstonecraft, M. 
Wright, Elizur 
Wright, Frances © 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tux Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 32 Moroe avenne. l 


S P. Purnam’s lecture appointments: 
Albany, N. Y., May 27th. i 
Northport, L. I., June 4th-8th. 


Tuu Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday eyen- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at8 o'clock. Program for May: 

May 18th—‘‘ Walt Whitman—the Prophet of Democracy,” 
Dr. Isaac Hull Platt. aor 
May 25th—‘‘The Three-fold Man.” Prof. Theo. F. 

Price. 


Frrexpsuie. LIBERAL League of Philadelphia will 
commemorate the anniversary of Stephen Girard's birth 
with appropriate exercises, Sunday. May 20th, at 2.30 and 
7.80 P.M., in Warner's Hall, Broad and Wallace streets. 
Able talent has been secured for this occasion, and hav- 
ing a commodious hall with & seating capacity for one 
thousand people, Liberals are cordially invited to par- 
ticipate. . Gro. Lonerorp, Sec. 

Tae Women’s LIBERAL LzAGUE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Radical Library open 7.80 to 10 p.m. Pro- 
gram for May: . ; f 
May 22d—'* Woman and Single Tax,” rig Nd Stephens. 
ay 29th—*'* Woman in Journalism," Mrs. T. H. Symon, 
~~ Sec. U.L.L. 


. Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 

every Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Eighth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for May: 


May 20th—‘‘ The Science of Life," Rev. F. E. Mason. 

May 27th—*'' A Study of Shelley," Henry Rowley. . Con- 
cluding meeting; report of season’s work; vocal and 
instrumental music. . 

May 30th, Decoration Day—Paine Celebration at New 
Rochelle. Tickets, including railroad fare, 50 cents. 
Tickets are exchangeable for railroad ticket to New 
Rochelle and return by special train of the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., which will leave 
Grand Central Depot at 19.80» m. The return ticket 
from New Rochelle will be good on any train during 
the day. Tickets for sale at the Truth Seeker office. 
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Observations, : 

A reporter of a daily paper, who as a tramp 
recently invest gated the workings of a chari- 
table organization in this city, is surprised to find 
that it is conducted on business principles—that 
is, the managers hav regular office hours; the desti- 


tute are not relieved until they hav earned their 


food, and tickets of admission are procurable only 
from clergymen. Ii is probable that this institu- 
tion is a type of all organized charities, which are 
not charities in the -true meaning of the word. 

' They are business concerns, which make commerce 
of the misfortunes of mankind, and the palatial 
quarters in which their offices are located testify to 
the remunerativ qualities of the business. i 


Colonel Breckinridge discovers that the Bible is 
& very prolific source of defense and excuse: for his 
lately exposed line of conduct, while the clergy 
sometimes find that the Kentucky Congressman 
furnishes them a convenient illustration in the 
expounding of biblical truth. In his address to his 
constituents the colonel compares himself to 
King David, who, though like him a sinner, found 
favor with the Almighty; and a Southern minister, 
desiring that his flock should hav a better idea of 
the character of King Solomon, lately remarked 
that this wisest of men was “a regular Billie 
Breckinridge.” Thus do the ancient and modern 
saints serve as a complement to one another and 
` powerfully aid in achieving a comprehension of 
divine truths. 


The Rev. Dr. Parkhurst, head of the Society for 
the Encouragement of Meddling with: Other Peo- 
ple’s Business, has expressed himself on the subject 


of woman suffrage. His advice to women is that 


they remain “womanly” and not strive to be 
* mannish," which is like admonishing an aunt not 
to usurp the functions of an uncle; but what would 


become of Parkhurst’s moral crusade if he should 


conclude to act like one of the male sex instead of 
fussing about. like a prudish old maid? Granting 
that politics has a coarsening influence on women, 
it is not plain that familiarizing them week after 
week with the depravity of the outcast: members of 
their sex can serve to promote their modesty and 
refinement. On the whole,.the associations of the 
polling booth, corrupt as they are, can make some 
pretensions to decency compared with the influences 
of Parkhurst and his society for the elevation of 
immorality to the dignity of & political issue. 

This column is indebted to Mr. J. K. Ingalls for 
the following draft of a dialog showing how bank 
control of the currency affects the citizen : 


HAYSEED AND GOLDMAN. 


Farmer Harsen: Here's a note for $1,000 guaranteed 
by Deacon Jones. Want money on it for a considerable 


spell. 
Banger Goupman: Well, that's what we call **gilt- 
edged.” Will giv you $939 50 in our notes for your in- 


dividual note for $1,000, payable in one year; we keeping 
the guaranteed note as security. Sixty dollars is the dis- 
count for one year, and fifty cents for the three day's 


F. H.: Whew! Never hear’n tell 'tyou bank fellows 
had any grace to grant. Don’t see where it comes in 
either, You take pay for it a year in advance without 
waiting to see whether it is wanted or no. But, say, I 
want the credit for twenty years, How much mought be 
then the mis—discount? 

B. G.: H'm. Well, 'twould be $1,200.50. 
don't discount notes having that long to run. . 

F. H.: Ishould say not. Let's see. I would pay you 
down $200.50 and $1,000 when the note was due without 
ever having from you a measly red. Don’t want any 
mis—dis—miscount that gits in such work. And, cum to 
think o' it, will vote no more of your bank men or their 
attorneys into office to ‘‘fix the value” onto money so 
it'll miscount like that. 


But we 


The meat that Senators feed on makes them 
great. Once arrived at the seat of government 
they look back upon their constituency as through 
a telescope turned end for end.. The people of the 
state of Maryland, which sent Mr. Gorman to the 
Senate, recently held a meeting in Baltimore to 
urge upon Congress the passage of a certain meas- 
ure. When asked how he viewed the demonstration 
the Senator in a supercilious manner replied : “The 
people must hav something to amuse themselvs 
with, and this is just as good a way to do it as any 
other, I suppose. I sincerely hope they enjoyed 
themselvs.” Kind, considerate father of his people! 
Let him keep them amused, or some day they may 
get serious and think it hardly worth while to pay 
the salary of Mr. Gorman. Then the joke would 
be on him. 

This senator is a man of conspicuous piety. He 
has so much respect for the church that he believes 
its members may gamble without sin and without 
prejudice to the law that provides for the harass- 
ment of other gamblers. In fact, it is not to be 
doubted that he regards himself as a divinely ap- 


pointed Senator from Maryland, the legislature that 
elected him being a mere ratifying convention, and 
the people not being in it at all. While no heredi- 
tary leader of his people, like Breckinridge, he suf- 
ficiently resembles him in the matter of piety to 
bear watching. : 


The lecture which Mr. S. P. Putnam delivers un- 
der the title of “Liberty and Authority” would 
not be a good one for a politician to star the coun- 
try with. It contains too much Jeffersonian and 
Paine democracy to be popular in these days. It 
would not please the Democrats-and-Republicans, 
who want a strong and centralized government; and 
it is too radical to suit the Prohibition or Populite 
taste. ‘ In fact, Jefferson’s notion that the country 
is governed best when governed least, and Paine’s 
great truth that government is a necessary evil, 
contain no potential snaps for the politician, and 
hav been generally discarded. According to this 
lecture of Mr. Putnam’s, Anarchism, even the phi- 
losophic sort, is impracticable on account of its in- 
completeness as a system, so long as we. hav crime 
to deal with. State Socialism is to be rejected as a 
tyranny in.itself, and as furnishing the majority 
with the best possible machinery for the suppres- 
sion of new ideas. We cannot even compromise 
on Populism, whose every representativ in Congress 
voted to close the World’s Fair on Sunday, whose 
Senators, like Kyle, of South Dakota, champion 
national Sunday laws, and which is the only political 
party (except the Prohibitionists) to incorporate 
the whim of divine sovereignty as a plank in its 
platform. On the whole, Putnam’s “Liberty and 
Authority ” contains good, safe doctrin, which must 
some day become the refuge of Freethinkers from 
the maternalism of present governmental theories. 


I am reminded that the demand of Coxey’s army 
for government work for the unemployed and 
large appropriations for the building of roads has a 
distinguished and time-honored precedent in the 
protectiv tariff and appropriations for the improve- 
ment of unnavigable waterways. I am grateful for 
the suggestion, and ready to admit that if the gov- 
ernment owes the manufacturer a bounty on his 
product, it owes the workingman the same on his 
labor. It cannot, of course, be maintained that the 
employee is benefited by the protectiv tariff, because 
there is free trade in labor, but even if such a con- 
tention could be upheld, it would be much more 
just to pay men directly from the treasury than to 
continue subsidizing manufacturers and trusting 
them to dole out to their employees the dregs of 
public patronage. According to the new light, Mc- 
Kinley is the original Coxey, and his army is com- 
posed of protected manufacturers who march on to 
Washington in palace cars, either as legislators elect 
or as delegates from chambers of commerce and 
other organizations of public beneficiaries. Carry- 
ing out the analogy, we hav Coxey Frye in the Sen- 
ate, and Coxey Morse in the House, demanding 
concessions to the church; and their industrial 
army of clericals, camped in the Washington hotels, 
had evacuated the capital but a few days before the 
true Commonweal army invested it. That the 
“tramp” leader. should hav been clubbed and im- 
prisoned, instead of these others so much more in 
need of that treatment, does not speak highly for 
the Washington constabulary. 

Under a system of compulsory vaccination, by 
doctors who hav a pecuniary interest in the. opera- 
tion, instances of serious illness and death as a re- 
sult of the practice are of almost daily occurrence. 
Added to these evils is the almost equally great one 
of invasion of person and property, and the inocu- 
lation by main strength of people who deny both 
the efficacy of the treatment and the right of the 
state to enforce it. The whole business comes as 
clearly under the head of outrage as does any other 
kind of assault. If we had the statistics of vaccina- 
tion and voluutary abortion, we should probably 
find the balance of ill-effects on the side of the for- 
mer, and yet the state enforces the one and makes 
a crime of the other. I take it that the attitude of 
the law makers toward the latter is nothing more 
nor less than an accident. If previous to the passage 
of laws on the subject some public nuisance had 
introduced into the legislature a bill providing for 
the inspection by public officials of all unmarried 
members of the female sex falling under suspicion, 
and an enforced operation in case guilt was estab- 
lished, the legislature would hav enacted it into a 
law, and members of the health board, with Comstock 
as their spy, would be official abortionists instead 
of vaccinators. And there would certainly be as 


good grounds for such a law as can be adduced. 


for the present action of the board of health; for all 
moralists must admit that an ‘unmarried female 
may sustain an attack of variola with less serious 


results, social and moral, than those which attend 
unwedded motherhood. As dispensers of prophy- 
lactics, the vaccinators must stand second to the 
crowd of so-called malpractitioners now under in- 
dictment in this city, while, as perpetrators of out- 
rage, purveyors of ill-health, and as accessories to 
homicide, the positions are reversed. The law un- 
der which they operate should carry a clause pro- 
viding that all sections of the Constitution guaran- 
teeing the security of person or property are hereby 
repealed. 

I pray that Mr. E. O. Roscoe of Brooklyn will 
not take offense if I interpose no further argument 
against his position on the finance question: I 
conclude that he is wedded to the gold-basis idea, 
or. the idea that all trade is barter, one commodity 
of which must of necessity be gold; between him- 
self and that idea there is that perfect compatibility 
of temperament which always exists where one 
rules and the other implicitly trusts and obeys, and 
there are therefore no statutory grounds for his 
divorce. There are women, said to be intelligent, 
who protest against the enfranchisment of their 
sex; the other day I read of a convict who refused 
to leave his prison when his sentence expired ; and 
when queer things like these occur I cannot reason- 
ably be surprised at Mr. Roscoe’s reticence. We 
hav & financial basis that is continually contracting, 
continually depressing prices, and more and more 
repelling investment and industrial enterprise. 
Possibly Mr. Roscoe is a capitalist who knows that 
under these conditions idle money reproduces itself. 
If he has securities redeemable in gold, he knows 
that their value will continue to increase with the 
increasing scarcity of gold and contraction of, the 
currency. On this supposition his fealty to“ the 


| gold standard is easily explained. If, howevé£, he 


is a debtor, able and willing to carry out his con- 
tracts as they were made, but with diminishing 
ability to fulfil them with money every day becom- 
ing harder to get, he is as peculiar a freak as the 
prisoner I hav mentioned. I do not hold that the 
remonetization of silver alone would inaugurate a 
commercial millennium. With land monopolized, 
with taxes, interest, rent, and debt consuming the 
vitals of industry; with great hordes of official 
loafers on the payroll of town, county, state, and 
nation; with swarms of priests and preachers rob- 
bing poverty of its pennies; with the artificial im- 
pediment to commerce, known as the tariff, between 
the owner and the buyer; with a venal legislature 
dictating terms to trade and speculating on its vi- 
cissitudes which they themselvs can cause ; with all 
the existing. insecurities to life, liberty, and happi- 
ness, I do not suppose that one minor reform can 
act as a panacea; but Iam firm in the conviction 
that the first nation to remonetize the white metal 
will be the first to grasp a hunk of returning 
prosperity. Gro. E. MacpoNArp. 


The following additional contributions hav been 
made to the fund for the distribution of “Church 
Property" and the payment of Mr. Putnam's et- 
penses at the Constitutional Convention. We are 
glad to hav the opportunity to thank so many of 
the friends, and hope that many others will do 
deeds meet for the same courtesy. 


Mary J. JONES. ...cccsscsscsevccceevunscesseseesvonscetassaesenses 1 00 
J. E Marden E E N T 7 00 
J; K. Ingalls ......45... 5 coe e eno $ caassessesessacacsevsecssasnad 9 00 
Dexter K; Oole.......55: i deest rete a o atat dactessasacicersense’ 5 00 
John. Olmated...... ....... eee eicis een tna nna bnt nera n Pann aio d 2 00- 
Capt. John Soott................ eee cereis 2 00 
Nelson Pidgeon...................... eene eene 50 
H.-Mertick...iiiiis eec caeaeh rea eat vecsesascacdecaceseaterssesssceas 1 00 
Manuel Northen.... 2 00 
E, E. Curtis. ...... . 100 
John Nuessle..... 1 50 
W. Voonenburg......... . 60 
F. 8. and Ruth Brettell. . 100 
O. Child ..................... . 20 00 
Dr. E. B. Eoote, Jr ................ eene . 600 
Ozro Littlefield ................... eene eene nee eene 2 00 
W. J. BEvahil..... uio ecu eeevoeacénévectaahz ve o eesece vasa eed ae 2 00 
Mrs. L. A. Griswold ................ ere secet naan 5 00 
William Smith .............. ecce eeeceeeeeee eee no noon ohne 5 00 


— aM MM À—— 

J. E. RzMssuna has been doing some pioneer ‘work 
‘lately, making a tour by team through the Ozark moun- 
tains of Southern Missouri. - 


Tax Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severauce Hall, 
491 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.80. P. m. 


Tre Radical Library meets in Skerrett’s Hall, Ridge 
avenue and Green street, Philadelphia. Open on Tues 
day, 7.80 to 10 P.M. 


Tue First Secular Church of Portland, Or., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 1703 Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 P. w. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-school in same place at 12:80 P. m. 


T. B. Wakeman, Henry Rowley, Samuel P. Putnam, 
and Joseph Warwick, so far constitute the speakers 
for the Paine Celebration at New Rochelle on May 80th. 
There wil be others, and & splendid and lively pro- 
gram may confidently be expected. 
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| betters of Friends. 


George Better Order an Asbestos Suit. 
m" LawzaENOE, KAN., May 2, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Find inclosed list of names 
against Sunday law. Don’t suppose they 
will count much. George Macdonald is a 
cuss; he will go to hell sure. 
| W. Jonas. 


Brief but Suggestiv. 
Rockwoop, TENN., April 23, 1894. 

- Mr. Eprror: Inelosed please find $3 to 
renew my subscription for another year 
to the best paper printed, hoping that it 
may liv long and prosper, and all that are 
connected with it the same. 

Yours for the truth, W. L. NELSON. 


Willing to Giv Us Time. 

ADAMS CENTER, N. Y., April 29, 1894. 
‘Mr. Eprror: I saw your call to renew 
subscriptions to Taz Truts SEEKER., Al- 
though my subscription has not expired, I 
will take this opportunity to extend it one 
year aud also secure Samuel P. Putnam’s 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
Inclosed find $6.50. Take all the time 
you wish to bring out this great work. I 
know you are equal to the task. Wishing 
the greatest success to the book and also 

to the dear old TRUTH SEEKER, I remain, 

Yours truly, B. F. HARRINGTON. 


` Never too Young for Truth’s Army. 
Nares, N. Y., April 30, 1894. 
. Mz. Enprrog: I cannot invest very 
heavily, for I am & poor boy, but I am de- 
termined to know something of this good 
work of Freethought. Christians tell me 
I am too young to stand out so, but when 
they talk with me they generally show the 
“white feather" and think I am more 
than of age, but such is not the case. 
Long may the work prosper. Find 
twenty-five cents for ‘‘Answers to Chris- 
tian Questions.” I take your valuable 
paper in partnership with another of my 


class. Yours for victory, 
Gao. L. Surrg. 
He Sees the Point. 
YounasrowN, O., April 30, 1894. ` 
Mr. Enpiron: Please send me ‘‘The 


Christian Religion; What is to be its Final 
Outcome?” by an Old Farmer. 

Am glad to hear that you hav shown what 
the American Protectiv Association really 
is. It is simply a Protestant organization, 
that is all. Iam informed that many Lib- 
erals are members of this organization, 
but I hope they will leave as soon as they 
find out what itis, At Lowellville, a short 
distance from here, the Junior Mechanics 
and the American Protectiv Association hav 
been fighting against the efforts of some 
Liberals and Catholics to prevent the Bible 
being read in the public schools of that 
place. If Christians want to fight each 
other, let them do so. : 

With best wishes for the success of our 
grand and glorious cause, which is redeem- 
ing the world, I remain, 


Yours very truly, D. T. Jongs. 


Stands by His Couvictions. 

: GIBBON, NEB., April 29, 1894. 

. Mr. Eprron: The ‘‘qneer little book” 
that you say you hav published for the au 

ihor—''Euthansia"—does not get very 
favorable notice from you. I do not know 
anything of Mr. Hickey that would enable 
me to judge of the merits of the book, but 
I am’ one of those who think the “ethics 
of suicide” is a subject that does not de- 
serve either the sneers or disapprobation 
of anyone. I believe that suicide should 
hay universal sanction, and should be held 
sacred as an available means of ending 
misery of body or mind. No sentiment 
either of morality or religion should ever 
pronounce censure against suicide, except 
solely such as takes into consideration the 
duty and obligations that » man owes to 
those living who are dependent upon him, 


and who claim from him the sacrifice of. 


living against the solace of dying. I in- 
close fifty cents for the ‘‘queer little 


book,” and I earnestly ask of you to. 


change the tone of your notice. You may 
be ag noncommittal or. as neutral as you 
please, but don’t tread harshly upon sa- 
cred things. Don’t treat lightly those bur- 
dens of soul from which philosophers and 


statesmen hav found grateful release in. 


death. The fault in our ethics upon this 
question is that what has been granted as 
a boon to philosophers has been wrong- 
fully withheld from the suffering commons. 
Yours respectfully, ^ C. Purnam. 


Seventy-six Years Old and Went Fifteen 
Miles. i 
JACKSONVILLE, ILL., May 5, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I had the pleasure of at- 
tending three lectures given by Jobn R, 
Charlesworth at Franklin, Ill., the 23d, 
24th, and 25th of April. Subjects: ‘‘The 
Philosophy of Freethought;” ** Is There a 
Life Beyond the Grave?" ‘‘Is the Bible 
the Inspired Word of God?" ; 

These addresses were grand, to say the 
least. I was well paid for going fifteen 
miles to listen to him. Mr. Charlesworth 
and myself spent a day with six brothers 
(Roberts) and their wives and mother, all 
Freethinkers, and you ought. to hav seen 
the table and beard the music. Good for 
Apple Creek! We voted our speaker a 
champion. A little sky-pilot, Rev. Mr. 
Swindell, drew a Bible from under his 
arm, and said it was God’s holy word, and 
it was a chain around our necks to bind us 
together. It gave consolation to father 
and mother, to all of the family. Oharles- 
worth replied that it was & chain about our 
feet and brain to retard our progress; a 
chain that bound Bruno and Servetus to 
the stake to be burned; the same chain 
hung witches in New England; Galileo 
suffered from the same chain. The world 
does move all the same. If it givs conso 
lation to our friend to be taught that nine- 
tenths of the human family are predestined 
to be driven into a lake of fire and brim- 
Stone to be burned forever, he is welcome 
to enjoy his cruel propensities. 

Yours truly, Jonas Scorr, 
Mortuary—Ludwig Magenheimer. 
San Josn, Oar., April 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: The inclosed clipping from 
the San Jose Evening Record of the 27th 
inst., truthfully says that a good man 
whose place it will be bard to fill has gone 
to his reward: 

The deceased was born in Oggersheim, 
Bavaria, on August 23, 1820, wh 1 
him 72 years of age. He married Miss 
Catharine Raab in 1845. In consequence 
of the religious revolution which racked 
his nativ country in 1849, he came to 
America with his young family, and re- 
mained in New York for five years. Leav- 
ing his young daughter there, he and his 
wife came to San Jose, and in 1856 they 
opened and conducted for seven years & 
restaurant; and bakery business. IN 
health caused Mr, Magenheimer to retire, 
and after recovering he looked after the 
business interests of the Sau Jose Turn 
Verein until last October, when his health 
compelled him to giv up altogether. He 
leaves a widow and a daughter, and two 
grandsons, Carl aud Lud wig Fisher. 

Mr. Ludwig Magenheimer is well known 
to the Freethought world, being one of 
the only two subscribers to the Bruno 
Monument Fund within the corporate lim- 
its of this city, showing how diligently he 
watched for every Freethought movement 
on the globe. Always to. the Liberal 
front, he will be sadly missed by the Free- 
thinkers of this city. Liberal, just, and 
charitable to all, is the record of Mr. Ma- 
genheimer. L. R, Trros 


A Few Questions Tor E. 0. Ro:coe. 
Coox, Nr» , April 30, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: Having been very much 
entertained in the reading of Mr. Roscoe’s 
articleson finance, I wish him to answer the 
following questions, hoping thereby to get 
more light on the subjeot, so that I, at 
least, may be able to see what constitutes 
a money value. 

1st. By what process do we know that 
thereis one hundred cents’ value in 25 8-10 
grains of gold? 

9d. If the twenty-five and eight-tenth 
grains of gold contain exactly one hundred 
cents’ value, will that value ever change? 

3d. If the value is liable to change, what 
certainty hav we that the value ever was 
or ever will be fixed correctly? 

4th. If the law was repealed which 
makes of the 25 8-10 grains of gold a value 
of 100 cents, and a lawful money, would it 
still retain its present value and sell for 
100 cents? e : : 
. 5th. Did the 4123 grains of silver of the 
silver dollar ever contain 100 cents value? 

6th. Was not the rule just as reliable 


ich makes. 


and just as correct that declared 100 cents’ 
value in the 4123 grains of silver as that 
which put 100 cents’ value in the 25 8-10 
grains of gold? 

7th. Had the rule been reversed, or 
should it be reversed to-day, and the 100 


cents’ value of gold be put at 4123 grains 


and that of silver at 258-10 grains, is 


there any valid evidence by which we can 


determin which is the nearest the truth? 

8th. Does the price that any product or 
commodity brings on the market determin 
its value? 

9th. Do acts of legislation ever hav any 
effect on prices of products or of value? 

10th. What was it that caused 4123 grains 
of silver to bring 108 cents before the act 
of 1878, sud immediately after that act, 
bring less? - 

11th. Was not its actual, real value just 
as great after the passage of that act as it 
was before? i 

12th. Isthe rule the same that fixes the 
value on gold that fixes values on all other 
products of labor? W. P. BRooxs. 


The Ingersoll Home and College. 
Sr. JosgPH, Mo., April 30, E M. 294. 
Mr. Eprror: On Sunday evening, April 
29th, Mr. J. E. Remsburg delivered his 
great lecture on **Some Flaws iu Christ's 
Credentials” at Turner Hall in this city, 
and he hand'ed his subject in his usual 
mast rly and logical manner. His subject 
had reference to the Christ of theology, 
and it was shown that Christ was a myth 
and therefore the Christian religiou was 
founded on a fictitious basis. Mr. Rems- 


burg proved that there was just about as. 


much reliability and inspiration. in the 
writers of. the gospels as there was in the 
writers of Munchausen’s tales or Gulliver 
and no more. There was a very appreci- 
ativ audience of about two hundred. 

We wish to express our thanks to the 
Turner S-ociety for their magnificent hall, 
lighted and given free for the lecture; and 
we also wish to thank the gentlemen who 
furnished the fine music; and we will add, 
that we sre very grateful to the Free- 
thinkers who contributed money to pay 
the expense of the lecture. Our German 
friends came to the rescue nobly, and we 
hope to be able to hav more lectures. 

Now, Mr. Maedonald, I wish to jog the 
Freethinkers a little on the subject of the 
Ingersoll college project. Your readers 
will remember that the question was 
mooted last year, and that I made a mod- 
est offer in Tum TRUTH SEEKER of Sep- 
tember 16th last to giv some land at Inger- 
soll Springs, and yet after I left the Con- 
gress there was a gentleman from Kear- 
ney, Neb., who offered more land and, as 
I understand, pledged himself to raise 
$20,000 to uild the home and college. I 
thought then, and still think, that mine 
was the bəst offer made on that occasion, 
because it was possible to make a success 
of it, and I hav been waiting to hear or see 
something about it in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
but hav waited in vain. Now, my offer is 
open yet and the scheme can be made a 


success if we commence on a scale com-' 


mensurate with  T'reethinkers' pocket. 
books, At the Springs there would be no 
incubus of orthodoxy and it would be a 
Freethinkers’ home and college in fact. I 
would like to hear something from some 
of the leading Freethinkers on the subject 
as soou as this great Coxey uprising is 
settled. : 

Hoping Freethought wil! prevail, I re- 
main, Yours fraternally, 

G. G. Brox. 


Items from Iowa. 
CARROLL, IA., April 26, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron; I hav just had a delightful 
visit at the charming home of Dr. G. A. 
F. de Lespinasse, vice-president of the 
Freethought Federation and she American 
Secular Union, at Orange City, Is. The 
doctor is eq ally famous for his liberal 
largesse to the cause of radical. progress 
and his literary ability to **bag hi: game" 
when the other fellows fly too high. 
Here Lucy N. Colman spent à good many 
pleasant months and her portrait occupies 
the post of honor in this home. I hay 
known the doctor and his amiable wife for 
some years, visited and corresponded with 


-| them frequently, but never knew before 


that in his youth he had been & most pro- 
ficient student of art in one of the leading 
schools of Holland. This time I was al. 


your readers. 
myself hav for years been Materialists of 
the ultra or Wettstein order. 
‘they hav been the recipients of a singular 
phenomenon 
greatly. 
Certain 
them messages. 


friend. Many thanks.” 
to personally see his wife and sent her a 


lowed an inspection of the treasures his port. 
folios coutain. Iam simply astounded that 
a person possessing so much artistic skill 
could hav abandoned art entirely; if not for 
fortune, at least one would think he would 
hav pursued it for fame sud pleasure, 
The subjects were usually those of the 
severely classic order, with a scattering of 
rural sketches from, nature.  Free-haud 
sketches of the Venus de Milo, the gladi- 
ator, Mercury, etc., were specimens of 
real genius, while some larger study-headg 
were executed with extraordinary’ skill, 
It appears that the doctor’s father and 
mother possessed artistic talents of high 
degree. l - 

T enjoyed the musical treats this house- 
hold affords. Mrs. de Lespinasse: usu- 
ally presides at the piano while the doctor 
skillfully plays the violin. Master Fred 


occasionally takes the piauo while hig 
| mother brings forth the deep-sounding 
tones from the violincello. 
sister, Mrs. de Crane, often assists. 

frequently claimed that ‘‘musie hath 


The doctor's 
Tt is 


charms to soothe the savage breast,” 


While I hav not the skill to discover 
whether my breast has been tamed or not, 
on such occasions, I cannot refrain from 


‘t yelping,” and, as the rest of them sur- 


vived the ordeal, I presume that there will 
be no claims for damages. Er 


‘This is by no means why I intrude on 
The doctor, his wife, and 


Latterly 


that has puzzled them 
Tt is. the usual table-tipping, 
deceased  relativs hav gent 
The doctor's father, 
mother, and others, are supposed to fre- 


quently manifest themselv: at these private 


seauces Usually Mrs. de Lespinasse and 
a Mr. Los, an intimate friend, are seated 


at the table; or Mrs. de Lespinasse and 


Henry de Lespinaase, the doctor's brother. 


Usually the deceased Mrs. Los is so per- 
sistent to communicate with her son that 
the sitters get tired and treat her with 


slight courtesy. _ 
On the night of my arrival all the dead 


Chicago Anarchists made themselvs mani- 
fest, or were supposed to do so. 
Parsons appeared -and wished to gpeak to 


First 


me. I asked if they were satisfied with 
what I had tried to do for them? The 
answer spelled out: ‘‘You are a true 
He desired me 


written message with his ‘‘u dying love.” 


Spies appeared aud held converse, s>, did 
Engel. 


Lastly, the very turbulent spirit 
of Lingg was supposed to be there, The 


table was so violent that I could not hold 


it still uuless the parties took their hands 
off entirely. Asked as to whether he 
would advocate the same ideas now, Lingg 
replied: ‘‘ Hav struck for victory in a 
foolish way." Nearly all repudiated their 
ideas of force. On one thing Lingg was 
very emphatic, that he did not kill himself. 
Asked as to who had done it, he could not. 
say. He suspected, but that was all I 
asked their opinion of some present lead- 
ers of the lahor movement and whether 
they approved of their course, but the re- 
plies were somewhat mixed. ; 
Whether these manifestations are evi- 
dences of spirit life I am not prepared 
to say. But certainly it opens up a line of 
thought that I shall not be quite so certain 
ón as ofyore. I hav thought that possibly 
the table is moved by animal magnetism of 
the two or more sitters; that, by a proc- 
ess of telepathy or mind transference, the 
impressions of some one present is given 
those operators and the table or they spell 
out what is in their minds. This may or 
may not account for it satisfactorily. 
However, it is worthy of further investi- 
gation. Had this occurred among pro- 
nounced Spiritualists I should scarcely hav 
given it a second thought. Here were 
people that did not, nor do they yet, fully 
believe in Sp'ritualism, but they say they 
do not know. [Page of MS, missing. —Ep.] 
Mr.M prides himself on blooded 
stock and his stables contain some aristo- 
cratically pedigreed ponies, which he 
keeps for his ‘‘ amusement,” as he terms 
it. He piloted me to his barn, lit by in- 
candescent electric lamps and affording by ` 
no means undesirable quarters. Here I 
found he kept lodgers—three specimens of 
the genus tramp—whom he pointed out to 
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me with special pride. It is customary 
for town and deputy marshals to arrest all 
parties guilty of the unpardonable crime 
of poverty. In many cases these limbs of 
the law induce these tramps to commit an 
offense so they can secure a dollar or so for 
their arrest. To such exalted ideas of 
government Mr. M — is not particu- 
larly favorable, and if a tramp wishes to 
secure à good place and plenty for his 
stomach he regales Mr. M with har- 
rowing tales of the cruelty of town mar- 
shals and, with his chronic detestation of 
government mixed with a good deal of the 
milk of human kindness, the hobo dis- 
covers that he has struck what he classic- 
ally terms a ‘‘snap.” However, this is a- 
good thing for both, as it brings adversity 
in touch with prosperity. May many 
more practice it. . 
. Iran down to Des Moines over Sunday 
and met Franklin Steiner, who had re- 
turned from his sea-board leoture trip the 
day previous. He has met with phenom- 
enal suecess thus far, large audiences 
and considerable enthusiasm, In Meriden 
and Norwalk, Conn., the papers gave 
good notices—something they never had 
done before. At Greensburg, Pa., Mr. 
Steiner received flattering notices from 
the. press—the first Freethought lecturer 
who has-been so fortunate. The best test 
of a young lecturer’s popularity is the. in- 
creasing number of engagements, On his 
first lecture trip he had just six appoint- 
ments, on his second, thirty. Steiner is 
coming to the front in splendid shape. 
Success to him! E. A. S. 


they struck home, nevertheless, as was 
evidenced by the applause at the snap of 
his bow. 

In the beginning of his address he said 
that we had gathered together to pay 
tribute to the world’s greatest poet; that 
Shakspere was the greatest tragedian and 
dramatist the world ever produced. 
Though all this is true, said he, there was 
nothing miraculous in Shakspere's birth; 
he was born of natural parents, a natural 
father and a natural mother, both of whom 
had the happy and commendable habit of 
living in the world. He said that Chris- 
tianity despised Shakspere with consum- 
mate hatred, his worst faults being that he 
would not go to church or damn souls; 
that Shakspere’s father was an obscure 
man, about all we know of him being that 
he went to church once a month. He 
said that on the day of Shakspere’s birth 
John Calvin died, and on that day nature 
wrought for mankind a greater boon and 
blessing than it had ever wrought before 
or has wrought since. He said that all 
men were happy when they were prosper- 
ous, when they had plenty of the world's 
goods; but that Christianity went hand in 
hand with famin, scourge, and. pestilence, 
and was always prosperous when those 
conditions were prevalent, 

Thus did the world’s greatest living 
orator, and the church’s greatest living 
enemy, deal out to Chiistianity, the most 
subtle, yet arrogant and destructiv enemy 
of the human'race, that which it least 
wished to.hear. I will say that it has been 
my good fortune to be in large gatherings 
and audiences, but never before has it 
been my pleasure to number one in such 
an audience as that which assembled to 
hear Colonel Ingersoll that winter eve- 
ning, when intelligence is taken into con- 
sideration. You could look above, below, 
to the right and left, before and back of 
you, and none but intelligent men and 
women met your sight. Of course there 
were many Christians present, and as you 
see, I hav given them all credit for being 
intelligent. And unless they were so 
Christian hide-bound as to be totally un- 
receptiv of truth and beauty, I am sure 
that their standard of intelligence must 
hav been elevated a few notches higher 
than it was when they took their seats 
among us poor ungodly pieces of hu- 
manity. 

. Recently, in this city, in the Y. M, C. A. 
Anditorium, one of our prominent law- 
yers delivered an address upon Colonel 


Colonel Ingersoll at Peoria. - 


PaoR1A, Irn., April 2, 1894. 

Mz. Eprrog: It was my intention to 
write a short letter to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
the day following the evening of Colonel 
Ingersoll’s lecture in this city in February, 
but other things interfered, so I was 
obliged to postpone my writing. ` 

Colonel Ingersoll's visit to Peoria at 
that time was the first since 1878, if my | 
memory serves me. correctly. His subject 
was *' Shakspere," and the place where he 
delivered his address was the Grand Opera 
House, Every seat and all available 
standing room was occupied, save in the 
. galleries—vulgarly termed **coon heaven.” 
The stage was supplied with chairs, and at 
least one hundred availed themselvs of-the 
opportunity thus afforded to be near the 
speaker. Peoria being the colonel’s old 
home, he needed no introduction, and 
when the lecture hour arrived he made his 
appearance wholly unattended, and with- 
out any prefatory remarks he entered at 
once upon his subject—after the audience 
allowed him to proceed. Never before 
has it been my pleasure to note such 
hearty good-will thrown into the applause 
which greeted a speaker. The applause 
which rolled upon the ear on this occasion 
was not of the sort one is so accustomed 
to hearing in a gathering of people that is 
to be addressed upon political issues. By 
no means; the applause given Colonel In- 
gersoll was of that character which im- 
pressed one as being the heartfelt appre- 
ciation of an exceptionally intelligent 
audience for an exceptionally intelligent 
and noted gentleman, in which all present 
participated. I will here add that the col- 
onel’s appearance upon the stage on this 
occasion marked the first opportunity 
I had ever had. of seeing him. And 
when I saw him step out and take his 
position at the stand, I saw before me the 
man who of all men I hav heard slandered 
and shamefully abused; als», I saw be- 
fore me the man who above all other 
men I was taught to shun, despise, and 
abhor, And not very many months since 
the effects of that damaging and ignoble 
teaching still clung to me with a tenacity 
made possible only by such instruction im- 
bibedin childhood and youth. — 

While thé subject upon which Colonel 
Ingersoll discoursed upon this occasion 
was not that upon which he is most noted, 
yet the opportunity to send an occasional 
shaft from his powerful and well-tempered 
bow into the ranks of the enemy was 
great, and he did it effectually; and little 
concern did he manifest as to the place at L 
which those shafts would penetrate the old | city. He stated that he had not been in 
moss-covered shell of Christian orthodoxy. | the church for fully six months, and had 
The enemy was all around him, and if the | written the minister to call and see him 
arrows he did send were hurled at random, on an important subject, which subject can 


Religious Beliefs.” The ungodly of Peo- 
ria’s citizens view the action of this lawyer 
as intended by him and the other promot- 
ers of the movement to forestall the effect 
that is likely to be produced when Colonel 
Ingersoll again speaks in Peoria.the latter 
part of April or the first part of May next, 
at which time the Colonel’s subject will be 
** Abraham Lincoln.” 
ears and understanding are open to the 
truth, as regards the religious views and 
beliefs of Lincoln will not hav been so 
biased by what they may hav heard from 
the Peoria attorney as to refuse to listen 
to the arguments of the other side, I pre- 
dict for Colonel Ingersoll a larger and as 
intelligent an audience on his next visit to 
Peoria as that which greeted him in 
February. 

There is no Freethought organization in 
Peoria at present, but I think we will soon 
know the reason, if any, why one cannot 
be organized. We are amply strong to 
hav a good organization. All we need is 
some one to take the matter up and push 
it to an issue. If no one else moves in that 
direction soon, I shall place my own shoul- 
der to the wheel first, and I hav sufficient 
confidence in others of like opinion to be- 
lieve that there will be no lack of sup- 
port. 

While having your paper handed to me 
over the counter of the news-stand last 
Sunday, a copy wasalso banded to a young 
man standing at my side. I remarked to 
him that evidently we read the same Bible. 
He smiled, and replied that he was pleased 
to know it. He is a very intelligent young 
man, and I learned in subsequent conver- 
sation that he is yet à nominal member of 
Hale Chapel, a Methodist church in this 


be easily and readily surmised. He said 
he was forever through with churches, 


Ingersoll’s ‘‘ Libel of Abraham Lincoln's 


Yet those whose. 


Christianity, and sky-pilots. So may it be 
l Gowzs. 


The Prophet’s Response. 
Broosuyn, N. Y., May 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrog: Mr. Macdonald, in his last 
paper, still contends **that a paper dollar 
is redeemed (so far as the holder is con- 
cerned) when given for value received, 
and that it is finally redeemed when: the 
government receives it for taxes;” to which 
it is only necessary to reply that if there 
is any difference in meaning between 
**redemption" and ‘‘ transference,” the 
latter expresses the sense of the transac- 
tion, and the former does not. The gov- 
ernment certainly redeems the dollar when 
it accepts it in payment of its dues (which 
has never been contested), but it just as 
certainly renews its obligstion every time 
it receives its notes; for instead of cancel- 
ing, it -reissues them, and thus they are 
never really redeemed for keeps. Mr. 
Macdonald ‘‘regrets that he was not in- 
formed earlier that Mr. Peck's responsibil- 
ity, rather than that of the government, 
was questioned," to which I reply that at 
no time hav I questioned the responsibility 
of either Mr. Peck or Uncle Sam. My 
opponent continues by saying that ‘‘the 
reissue of notes by the government has no 
apparent disadvantages such as appertain 
to the sale of bonds for gold which the 
government cannot hope to repay without 
issuing other bonds; to which it may be re- 
marked that, since the bonds bear interest, 
and are taken voluntarily, while the notes 
area forced loan without interest, it would 
seem that the bonds were free from the 
charge of oppression, while the reissue of 
paper money reeks with it, unless one can 
get intrinsic worth in exchange—if he de- 
sire it—and this feature of redemption, T 
believe, my opponent considers unneces- 
sary. But why can the bonds not be re- 
deemied without issuing other bonds to 
raise the money? Hundreds of millions of 
bonds hav been redeemed, during the last 
few years, and that without issue of bonds 
of any description. What is the sinking 
fund for if it be not for the cancellation of 
bonds when they fall dne (or are called 
in)? The last issue of fifty millions was 


not made to pay bonds. It was made for 


the purpose of strengthening the gold re- 
serve which supports, at par, the treasury 
notes and the vast volume of silver and 
silver certificates with which those who 
believe as my opponent does loaded our 


currency, and which by its introduction. 
created distrust in the public mind, and: 


induced the financiers to sell their securi- 
ties and get gold for paper from the treas- 
ury while it was yet to be had. Had it not 
been for our monkeying with the silver 
buzz-saw, the gold reserve could and 
would hav been maintained from the daily 
receipts at the custom houses. On ac- 


‘eount, however, of the distrust engendered 


by silver inflation, this became impossible, 
since the proportion of gold receipts 
sauk from 95 to less than 5 percent of the 
whole within two years, aud it is apparent 
that the interest, to which mv friend ob- 
jects, was caused by those who believe that 
the government can make fifty in silver 
equal in value to one hundred in gold - that 
is to say, by my opponent's friends. In 
fact, our whole interest charge — past, pres- 
ent, and future —has arisen from the notion 
that the governmental stamp could create 
value, and from the fact that the authorities 
did not demand such an equal proportion of 
every man's wealth as would liquidate the 
war expenses as fast as they accrued, in- 
stead of issuing greenbacks and bonds, on 
which generations yet unborn must pay 
interest and finally redeem. The govern- 
ment did not hesitate to ask some for their 
lives; why, then, should it hav hesitated to 
ask the millionaire and the workman, and 
all intermediate classes, for, say, five per 
cent of their wealth? In concluding this 
topic, it seems logical to believe that the 
reissue of promissory notes by the govern- 
ment has all the ‘‘ apparent disadvan- 
tages” that the ccntinued renewal of his 
obligations would hav in the case of a pri- 
vate individual, withort being so honor- 
able, for the former transaction isa foreed 
loan without interest, and the other 
would include & quid for a quo in the 
shape of the legal rate per cent. 

** All the new matter in paragraph three 


2o 


is a prophecy of what would follow the 
free coinage of silver," says my opponent. 
'That paragraph pointed out the fact that 
the free coinage of silver could only bene- 
fit owners of that metal—and others not at 
all—so long as the treasury retained the 
ability to pay gold for the silver dollars, 
and that, when the time came, as it shortly 
would, when the government was drained 
of its gold, it would hav nothing more 
valuable than one silver dollar to giv for 
another, which is no more propheoy than 
would be the assertion that my friend's . 
note for $100 would be worth only the 
amount he was able to pay on it. 


If he. 
could raise but fifty dollars his paper would 
lose just-one half of its face, and that is 


just what would happen to our paper and 


silver dollars under free coinage, since 
there is no more doubt that such currency 
would be presented for gold at the treasury 
than exists in regard to the willingness of 
even the free coiners to get two for one. 


‘I regret that Mr. Macdonald did not see 


his way clear to showing the fallacy—if he 
supposes it present—in the argument sup- 
porting this conclusion. 

As to **the millions lost in unsuccessful 
mining ventures being regarded as a factor 
in the present cost of mining silver," it 
would seem as if the absurdity of such 
8 proposition were sufficiently developed 
by simply calling attention to the fact that 
Mr. Macdonald, by reakoning this factor, 
makes silver cost $1.20 per ounce, while : 


‘that quantity of silver is offered freely in 


the market for 64 cents, with mines 
enough still producing to supply any 
probable demand. My opponent still 
adheres to the notion that our money 
circulates largely in foreign countries, 
while being perfectly aware that foreign 
money does not circulate here, and in 
face of the fact that all exportations of 
money consist of gold, with a little silver, 
which are treated entirely by weight in 
any and all civilized countries. 


My friend also opines that *'the free 
coinage of gold fixes the price of that metal, 
and the suspension of silver coinage ac- 
counts for the fall in its price;" neither of 
which assertions is true. As to gold, it.is 
certain that a gold dollar could never 
buy more gold than the coin contains, be- 
cause there would be greater profit in hav- 
ing the gold coined than in selling it; and 
it is quite as certain that, if there were 
more gold in the coin than the dollar would 
buy, it would be melted by goldsmiths 
and platers, or exported to some place 
where it would bring its real intrinsic 
worth. The commercial price of gold fixes 
the purchasing power of the coin, there- 
fore, and my friend has put the cart be- 
fore the horse. As to silver, it is only 
necessary to call attention to the fact that 
silver had not been coined for decades be- 
fore the so-called demonetization took 
place in 1878, for the reason that the white 
metal was undervalued by the ratio at 
which it was open to free coinage. There- 
fore, as undervaluation could not reduce 
the price of silver except by the infinitesi- 
mal difference that cessation of demand 
for coinage would produce, it is certain 
that, if overvalued, coinage could only set 
the commercial price of silver so long as 
the treasury possessed the power to pay 
the metal that was undervalued for the 
coined silver. Improvement in mining 
apparatus, the opening of more prolific 
mines, and the extension of railroads, bay 
cheapened silver, in the face of the fact 
that the government had for three years 
(before & short time ago) been buying 
about the entire American product. Sil. 
ver, if I remember correctly, was about 
$1.10 per ounce. when the Sherman Law 
passed, and fell to about 70 cents down to 
the time of its repeal, which, it seems to 
me, proves the fact that no sort of legisla- 
tion can long keep the price of silver either 
above or below the commercial value: ` ` 


In closing, Jet me assure my friend that. 
he has lost sight of the fact that. the fonr 
hundred and fifty millions the government 
—he says—received in taxes during a year 
bears a very small proportion to the com- 
mercial traneactions of a single day in one 
city, in which view of the case it is certain 
that such a very picayune ontlet could not 
possibly maintain a distrusted currency at 
par. The most it could do would. be ‘to 
arrest to a small extent its depreciation. 

E. O. Roscor. 
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. Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tons for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the dax’s occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour. 


Seth™Sander’s Religion. 


A PASTOBAL. 
Seth Sander kept a grocery store 
At Squashburg, state of Maine, 
Wherein the thousand things were sold 
That country stores contain; 
Molagses, codfish, cotton cloth, 
Grindstones, lung balsam, shoes, 
Ink, paper, mopsticks,‘sewing silk. 
Mixed paints in reds and blues, 
Hoe handles, bonnets, pocket knives, 
Salt mackerel, hats and caps, 
Umbrellas, hair dye, wooden pails, 
Wheel grease, and ladies’ wraps. 
' An absent-minded chap was he, 
And sometimes goods got low, 
Or ran completely out of stock 
Ere he the fact did know. 
Folks would ask for this and that 
And Seth would ray (or squeak), 
“ Jest abeout all aeout; 
Hav some in next week.” 


So oft he had to nse this phrase 
It got to be a joke, 

And everybodv used to laugh 
Whene'er these words he spoke, 

But ‘“‘ Methody camp-meeting " came, 
And'to it peoplé flocked 

Tn numbers such that half the roads 
With teams were fairly blocked. 

The joke was quite forgot and all 
The townfolk staid away 

To sing and shout and cry “ Amen!” 
And one warm, sleepy dey, 

While Seth dozed idly in his store, 
A solemn man passed through 

The village and stepped stiffly in 
And slowly said, “ Hav you 

Religion.got?” Seth, half awake, ` 
Replied, with same old squeak, 

“Jest abeout all aecut; 

Hav some in next week.” 


Across the Continent.—Continued. 


On Thursday I was less fatigued, and 
had several little talks with the children in 
the car. I took Lulie Hendricks, five 
months old, in bed with me in the morn- 
ing, while her mamma was dressing. At 
Battle Mountain, where we stopped for 
breakfast, the Indians came to greet us, 
squaws gayly attired, with papooses 
strapped to their backs, and a flour bag 
over their faces for a veil, and tall braves 
arrayed in bright-hued blankets, mocca- 
sins, and slouching hats. One copper- 
colored grandmother walked behind her 
daughter, who, for a nickel, deigned to let 
us look upon ber baby’s face. They liv in 
villages near by, and belong, some to the 
Shoshone and others to the Piute tribe. 
They speak little English, but can say 
‘money " distinctly. but they appear very 
fat and are lazy-looking for the most part. 

So we rode along, losing the timber line, 
and passing through an arid region, all 
hills and dry sand. At Winnemucca I 
noticed by the sien that the distance to 
San Francisco is 475} miles, and here were 
more Indians, the women good-natured, 
with red handkerchiefs on their heads, 
while the men were smoking. They had 
discarded blankets, and were displaying 
watch-chains and seals. 

We came to a little town called Rye 
Patch, a lonely looking place, yet the 
children in the doorways and yards seem 
lively and happy. 

We were now in Nevada, aud not in- 
frequently saw snakes coiled near the 
track. Since we left the beautiful Salt 
Laké valley we saw no trees, only sand and 
wild. sage. After leaving Humboldt we 
came. along past a large, broad stream 
called the Humboldt sink. It shows three 
different colore, green, blue, and pale oliv. 
At limes it is not to be seen at all, entirely 
disappearing, so that one could walk from 
shore to shore. But, at this time, big 
waves are washiug nearly to the railroad 
track, The alkali lands are here and there 
is no vegetation. 

At Wadsworth more Indians met us at 
the station, their faces painted yellow and 
red, women arrayed in blue calico with 
white trimmings and scarlet sacks. 

After leaving Wadsworth an incident in 
the cars stirred the heart of every one. 
À fine-looking young man was taken with 
a fit, epileptic, I think. He was awfully 
convulsed, and it was dreadful to see him, 


although he was unconscious. Mrs. Laura 
Hastings, a physician from Hastings, 
Neb., and others, rendered necessary 
assistance. Reno, and, in fact, nearly 
every town of importance, seemed familiar 
from correspondence of the Children’s 
Corner. Iwalked through the emigrant car 
when we stopped at Reno, and saw the poor 
woman who was taken insane a day or two 
ago. It was necessary to confine her, she 
became so Violent and had tried to jump 
from the car. ; 
At Verdi we passed the boundary line 
and came out of Nevada into the state of 
California. The Truckee river windsalong 
through a fine country, and into the 
stream falls many a mountain stream and 
silvery cascade. Again we were in a rich 
timber region, with snow on one side of the 
track and green grass upon the other. 
Toward dark, after leaving Truckee, we 
began ascending the Summit in the 
romantic Sierra Nevada mountains. The 
snow sheds, however, conceal much of the 
grandeur of the scenery. The darkness 
came all too soon, and obscured the view, 
which some did not regret, as the way is 
said to be as perilous and frightful as it is 
magnificent andgrand. On Friday morn- 
ing, April 6th, we arrived in San Francisco, 
and I was glad to find a resting-place at 
the Russ House, and it seemed to me I was 
never so wearied before. But I hav 
spanned the continent from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific shore, hav travelled four thou- 
sand miles from the frost and cold of New 
England to the land of fruit and flowers. 
The country traversed is beautiful and 
glorious. No other land thatI hav seen 
compares with it, and it is ours. Best of 
all, over its vast domain the bells of Free- 
dom ring. 
California beamed upon my vision like a 
queen in robes of royal magnificence, It 
is a lovely land, with all kinds of zones, 
and ozone in abundance. Like Rome, 
San Francisco stands upon seven hills. 
Roses, lilies, and marguerites adorn the 


door yards and fill the air with fragrance. 


Blossoms are everywhere, and the green 
grass rivals that of the Emerald Isle, 
about which so much has been said and 
sung. -8. H. W. 


Correspondence. 


Hoovsston, ILL., March 4, 1894. 
Mx DEAREST AUNT SUSI“ AND CORNER 
FniENDS: As I havn’t written to you since 
**]ast year,” I thought I would write to- 


day, as a good opportunity presented | 


itself. 

This is a beautiful March Sunday after- 
noon, and I hav just finished a hearty din- 
ner. I wish everyone in the world could 
hav as good a dinner and enjoy it as I did 
mine. : 

'I went to church this morning to hear & 
new pastor. He is young, but married, 
and jnst as **soft " looking as he can be. 
He is a Rev. Mr. Smith from Manchester, 
Ia , and ho preaches to-day and to-night 
as a candidate. One thing he said which 
struck me very forcibly was: ‘*The reason 
there are so many Atheists is seeing inno 
cence snffer. The people say that if there 
is a God, why dosn’t he prevent suffering? 
Well," he said, ‘‘it isn’t because he can't, 
but because in preventing suffering he 
takes away a man’s freedom! And without 
his freedom man would be a mere puppet.” 
He then gave an illustration: ‘‘ Supposing 
you were going out some fine morning to 
take a walk, and, of course, you hav your 
freedom to walk if you wish. In another 
part of the country & man tumbles into a 
deep well. A hasty prayer is offered that 
the attraction of gravity may be checked 
aud the man cease falling. Now, if God 
should answer that prayer, the man would 
cease falling, but you would also discon- 
tinue your peaceful walk. The attraction 
of the other planets would take you flying 
through space.” Now, what do you think 
of that? I expect the congregation will 
keep him, for he seemed to suit pretty 
well. 

One evening, not long ago, one of the 
‘‘sisters ” attempted to organize a young 
people’s society; she came: down with a 
long face, a pious expression, and a lecture 
‘*two yards long.” She talked about 
funerals, battles, and such like, and my 
sister and another girl smiled just as she 
got to the funeral part, and she asked 
them to please leave if they could not keep 
from laughing, whereupon the girls (both 
lively) rose and marched out. She then 
continued her discourse until about time 
to close. They were all busy singing 
“Beulah Land" when one boy (her 
nephew) caused another boy to turn a 
double somersault. This settled the mat- 
ter, and declaring that she had not the 
"nerve" to manage such a lot of young 
people—that it would take a man, and that 


. on receipt of $1.00 we will send, for sixty days, post- 


she would ask one of the ‘‘ brothers ” to 
come down—she went home. The next 
week the man came and organized a nice 
society with thirty-eight members. I am 
on the program to take part in a debate. 
Thisis the subject: ‘‘ Resolved, There is 
more happiness in the savage than in the 
civilized state.” I hav the negativ, but I 
anticipate defeat. 

Iam invited to a big party next Wednes- 
day evening out in the country about 
three and half miles I understand they 
are going to hav colored waiters.  Isu't 
that ‘‘ gusto”? I expect to hav a fine 
time, but ** Oh, the foolishness o’t.” 

This is a windy day, but I suppose we 
may expect many similar ones this month. 

Our commencement exercises are still 

non est. The principal gave us permis- 
sion to find out about the exercises; that 
is the reason I wrote to you about it. . 
' You remember that I told you that the 
professor was deep in politics. Well, 
yesterday was the election, and, after all 
his work and neglect of the school, he was 
defeated. I am very sorry, for I expect 
he will be crosser than a bear. , 

School will close Friday, May 25th. I 
will be glad, for I hav been going to that 
school for ten years, and I think that it is 


most time enough to put in on an ordinary . 


education. 

Well, I will not take up any more of 
your valuable space. Mamma says, ‘‘Giv 
Aunt Susie my best love.” We all send 
love and best wishes. 

Yours for the prosperity snd advance- 
ment of Liberalism, Ipa L. JOHNSTON. 


A Few Puzzles. 
1.—NUMERICAL ENTGMA. 


I am composed of twenty-two letters 
and am a Freethonght motto. ` 


Darwin and After Darwin, 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
` By Gzoznaez J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro. 
fessed naturalists. =) 

r. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s & part of 
his conclusion regar;:0g the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: . 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through. 
put. organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
Ali nature has thus been transformed before: the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible: 
aud inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature Universal. it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to & new, and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy Goa?” i 

cloth, $2. 


lustrated. Price, 
Mlustrated. Price, ce s RUTH SEEKER. 


Researches in Oriental Bistum, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, aud the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition. 


My 7, 18, 19, 8, 12, 11, 20 is.a well- Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap” 


known lecturer. 

My 18, 11, 16, 17, 5, 4, 19 is what you do 
to be saved. 

My 7. 14, 10, 1, 5, 9 is a favorit speaker. 

My 10. 5, 8, 2 is what a Freethinker 
should never be. 

My 9, 3, 18, 11, 6, 18, 22 is what every 
man, woman, and child should hav. 

2, —DIAMOND. 

A letter, to linger, a great man, a quad- 

ruped, a letter. ee 
8.—wORD SQUARE. 


Exactness; a Shaksperian character; a 
mineral; is fruitful; an animal. 


4.—OROSS WORD ENIGMA. 

In light but not in dark, 

In wren but not in lark, 

In girl but not in boy, 

Tn merry, not in joy, 

In rain but not in snow, 

In sail but not in row, 

In love but not in hate, 

In walk but not in skate, 

Tn lost but not in missed, 

My whole is a controversialist. 

5.— WORD SQUARE. 

To blossom; affection; like an egg; part 

of a shoe. 
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«x Seudo Diamond 
y ONLY $1.00. 


To introduce our new Anglo-American Goods, 


aid, one of our elegant Gold Filled Seudo Diamond 

ings, which is equal in appearance to one that 
cost $50.00. Itisa beautiful piece of jewelry suit- 
able for either lady or gentleman and worn b: 
of the best people at full dress parties. Enclose 
with $1.00 a slip, of paper the size of your finger and 
we will send the above by return of mail. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


d - —0— 


some 


Anoctent Voices 
from the Spirit 
Reaim disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
n  elations. ; 

—0— 

) Proving Christianity 
SW  tobeof 
M. P Heathen Origin. 
E (hizusrrarep.). 
|. Price, ---- 1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO. WETTSTEIN. 


ers. 5 

Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrian.sm; thirteen 
- chapters. és 

Part I —Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


chapters. : : 
Part IV. Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. s : . . 


N Press Notices. 

"The style is forcible and terse, the reasonin 
good, and as the facts up 'n which the argumen 
is based arelargeiy Christian, our theological 
friends have some hard nuis to crack if they 
attempt to auswer them.— Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.—The Freethinker, London. 

1s a mont valuable contribution to the litera- 
turo a the nineteenth century.—Progressive 

inker. : ] 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


BOOKS BY  , 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


She Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. . . 

Che Secret.of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth..8 


Physical Education; or, The 
0: 


1, 
Health-Laws 
Nature. Cloth. $1. 


Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
PS P of the Human Organ.sm Cloth, $1. 
9$0logical Sketches: A Conuiribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H Faber. Cloth 8 
Addrew — THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Y afaratto moan Naw V 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment, 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 
Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
* Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. Price. 25c. 
Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 
Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best iikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. è 
Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 
- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafavette Place, New York. 


His Knee” ` 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
* Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Oot. . G. 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
&ppear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
.Uurronnded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, '" one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be & souvenir 
not only of intellectua! greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only ?5 cents, post-paid. 

TAK CBUTH SEEKER, 


99 T.a favrotto nilana. Now Vark 


Christianity a Fiction. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 
THE 


A Paper read at the International Freethought Astronomical and Astrologic 


Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 
- Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28,Lafayette Place, New York city. 


al Origin of ail Religions. 
Explanatory notes compiled and &rranged ly 
the late Jonathan M. Boberts. Prico,50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ee 


Books by Helen H. Gardener 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. : 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by , 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. | 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectat Discounts. 


I) THIS YOUR: SON, HY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. I Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
SHORT STORIES. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: ^ . 


A Splendid J udge ofa Woman The Lady of the 
Ciub—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain ~The Boler House 

ystery -The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
ate—My Patient's Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 
CONTENTS: 


Prefsce—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throw: in With the City’s Dead—An Irre- 
spon:ible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Wowan asan ex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in (ts Relati ns to a 
. Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 

‘posed National Law 
—Lawsuit cr L eg- 
acy—Common 
Sense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, | 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. + 


Every Woman Shouid Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends 
Price, 10cents. Address this office. 


Lı K. Washburn's Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching 
‘Church. 
the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop ers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to und Ory 
erusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus, Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Facti 

ce, 5 cents. i 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church, Price, 5 cents. 
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12 COPIES A: 
$1.00 
Sent Post Paid 


o —————9 vp (—— À— P 
TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries ior 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition. . 
THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Gollar, the Rack, the Iron Orown, Leg Orusher, the Stocks. 
the Heretic C tohor. the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth pear (gag), Tron Masks recommended 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and Burning ón the Wheel, tha Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date the Execution Bell, eto. 

“I used to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, how our fathers persecuted mankind BatI 
never appreciated t. lreadit,bntitdid nnt burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the 1nfamies that have been committed in the name of religion unti! I saw the iron arguments thas 


Christians used." . € 

Viste Gente Rot Cel: suny aona Yok HER RS EIO aons 
D 7 RT vb. y ‘ N 

BUX-A 2O Address THE RUTH SEEKER, 28. Lafayette Place, New York. 


Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A pea tng, im Mehigan IU, me tho ba mA ee 
o have the Crimes of Preac! recorded, 
SP virtue of the ministers showed how little value Ohristianity 


possesses to make men moral. 
We hg t issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this 
The sates for this new edition ot the 


“ Crimes of Preachers” 


whows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in 
vious editions 0p ons that within & few years about d 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 
of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 


are against women, for the fair sex are at once th» weakness and 
the strength of the church" the church” meaning of course the QW 
alergy. 


By. | 3 - 
Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages, we have kept the P N 
price the same, 25 cents. Send for » copy, and confound the church- : 
men. Show them just what sort of suamps are the clergy who have 

used the World's Fair on Sunday. bacause it is s0 holy a day th.t to lovk upon machinery Of 


vaintings in this period is “immoral.” 
A ddvaaa THE TROT SEEKER COWEANVY 


REDUCTION IN PRIGE.OF A GREAT BOOK — 


n 


ta rt 


With the eighth editiom t 
| Winwood Reade's “ Martyr 
|, ^" of Man," the cost à 
production has been ies 


|; sened so that we can reduce 
the price from 31 75 ts 


$1.00. 


The oook has bad a phenomena; eale for 
: Men, Women, and Gods.” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


heretical a work, second only to Helen Gardener’, 
iT benefit oft. The Pn 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN” 


18 a Very ‘nterestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergqome 
--its martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Heligiou have been oppres. 
stve factors in man's: struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some’ 150 pages, describen hi 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an ou:liue of what 
the anthor conceives would be s religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 


Egyot, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Al dria, 
y AR, haian. Carthage and Rome, Roman A frioa, the Arabs. » ins o 


T The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Prophets 
Oharacter of Jesus "the Christians, Arabia, Mecca, Oharact 

RE LIGION. cx Description of Africa, the Mohammedans Roshi rohan 

Ancien$ Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Gasite, the Town. the 


Church. Venice. Arab Spain, the Portuguese, Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Im BERT * Abolition in Europe, A olition În Amer OB. Materials of Human History 
Animal Period of the Earth, in of Man, and Early His 
INTELLE CT. gr pmary of Universal fintor, Tha fature of the Human Race, 
_tigion of Reason and Love. 


wise reduced from $1.75 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. 38 Lafayette placé. New York 


RELIGION A CURSE, ` 
RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 
Dedicated to the Amerioan Congress, of 1892. which for the sake of Heltgton, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 7 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World's Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united thegovernment and the Ohristian church. vpn? 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Snnday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have neyer before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written for a Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton. Ore, Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 

. The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cou. try It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms 28 it appeared in THE TRUTA SEEKER and we hope.every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. . 


Price 95 cente; Five ooptes Jor $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 9 Lafayette Place, New YorkOity, 
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JY "m Dublications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. .. 


Man IN THE Past, PRESENT, AND FUTURE: 
A Popular Account of the: Results of 
Recent Scientific Research Regarding 


the Origin, Position, and Prospects of: 


Mankind. From the German of Dr. 

Ludwig Büchner, author of ‘‘ Force and 

Matter,” ‘‘Essays on Nature and Rci- 

ence,” and other works. New York: 

Peter Eckler. Cloth. Price, $1. 
"This: profoundly scientific and philo- 
sophical work appeared first in English 
translation about twenty years ago. To 
the present edition hav been added some 
euts illustrativ of the text, and notes, etc. 
We read it first many years since, and at 
that time thought it one of the best books 
that had ever fallen in our way. We are 
not yet prepared to amend that verdict. 

Professor Biichner inquires concerning 
the origin and antiquity of the human 
race, ‘and defines the position of man in 
nature. The arrangement of the work is 
unusually felicitous, as will be seen by 
perusal of this paragraph of the preface: 

“In. order to avoid confusion by the 
particularly copious abundance of mate- 
rials at hand, the author has arranged the 
actual, or more exact, proof of what is 
given in the text (consisting of quotations. 
scientific details, and further particulars 
or remarks), in a separate appendix, 
brought into connection with the text by 

_continudus numbers, and also in a series 
of foot notes;, He hopes tha: this method 
will. augment the scientific value of the 
book without injuring its usefulness with 
the: general public, to whose wants he 
has paid. particular attention in the text 
itself." ; 1 

“Whence do we come? . What are we ? 
And whither are we going?" are the prob- 
lems, says our author, .'' which hav. in -all 
times occupied the human mind.”  Fol- 
lowing: the ‘introduction, this book is di- 
vided into three parts, and each is set 
apart for the answering of one of these 
questions. i 

In the first part—‘‘The Antiquity and 
Original State of the Human Race, and 
Its: Development from a Barbarous, Be- 
ginning "—the evidence in support of the 
eontemporaneity of man with the now ex- 
tinct animals of. the Diluvial 2 aa are 

_ examined and summarized. The human 
remains and traces of human handiwork 
discovered in the cavern of Aurignac, in 
France, are minutely described. ‘The 
reader is also told of similar discoveries in 
cavesin Belgium, France, Italy, Spain, 
Germany, America, Asia, and Australia. 
The twenty years’ struggle of Boucher de 
Perthes to overcome the scientific preju- 
dices of his time is interestingly narrated, 
and it is shown how his disecuvery of anti- 
diluvian rough flint axes in the valley of 
the Somme “‘gave a totally different aspect 
to the whole question of the antiquity of 
the human race upon the earth.” These 
unpolished flint axes seem to mark the be- 

inning of human invention and art. Dr. 
üchner remarks: 

_**We may therefore regard the flint axes 
of the valley of the Somme, commonly 
known to archeologists from the special 
localities where they are found, as stone 
implements of the Amiens, or of the 

. Abbeville type, as the earliest known 
trace of human industry, or as indicating 
the first and rudest beginning of the arts 
of civilization. As representing such a 
commencement as this, these objacts, not- 
withstanding their simplicity and rough- 
ness, possess the highest significance, and 
must excite our deepest interest. For 
they show us with what rude and primitiv 
steps man must hav commenced his long 
and weary march toward civilization, and 
how poor and insignificant were the first 
beginnings of & culture which has since 
yielded such grand and noble results, 
They furnish us with the best guide to the 
recognition of the great fundamental law 
of nature and of man, according to which 
everything great and admirable that man 

. or the universe can yield or possess, is not 
a gratuitous gift from above, but only 
attained by slow and laborivus develop- 
ment from simple and rude beginnings, 
by gradual evolution of the powers and 
faculties slambering in nature and in man. 

* ' * To use the words of the celebrated 
discoverer of the flint axes, Boucher de 
Perthes, in his well-known memoir, ‘ De 
VHomme antediluvien (Paris, 1860): 
‘Let us not then disdain these first essays 
of our forefathers; if they had not made 
them, if they had not persevered in their 
efforts, we should hav neither our towns 
nor palaces, nor any of those masterpieces 
which we admire in them. The first man 
who struck one pebble against another to 
giv it a more regular form, gave the first 
blow. of the chisel which produced the 
Minerva and all the marbles of.the Par- 
thenon.’” 

Another strong evidence for the con- 


temporaneity of man and the Diluvial 


-at the outside to No. 5 or No. 6! 


of man upon the bones of extinct animals. 
Sometimes the bones were injured by 
wounds, ‘‘sometimes worked upon, and 
sometimes broken or split.” Upon some 
are crude artistic markings representing 
various animals of that period and even 
man himself. 

Not only in the Diluvial but in the still 
older Tertiary strata hav indications of 
the presence of man been found. But 
aside from all this we hav in the alluvium 
formations of the present epoch ample 
proof that man has existed on the earth 
for a length of time which can be measured 
only by tens of thousands of years, at the 
most moderate calculation. In this cón- 
nection mention is made of the mounds in 
the valleys of the Ohio and Mississippi in 
North America, the borings in the delta of 
the Nile, human skeletons found in coral 
rock banks in Florida, excavations near 
Lake Geneva, the Lake-Dwellings of 
Switzerland and Italy, the Dani-h kitchen- 
middens and the same kind of refuse 
heaps on the coasts of the two Americas. 

Geology knows no absolute numbers, 
“only such as sre relativ or propor- 
tional" Of the length of time man has 
been an inhabitant of this globe we can 
form only an approximate estimate. No 
matter how long he has been here it is 
only for a moment compared to the age of 
the earth itself. Says Dr. Büchner: 

‘‘ Thus we see that, great as may be the 
antiquity of man in comparison with the 
periods of history or tradition, he is never- 
theless very young upon the earth itself, 
&nd under any circumstances, is one of its 
last and most recent productions. For 
even supposing that man was in existence 
as early as the close or even the middle of 
the Tertiary period, he still reaches but a 
little way up in the great scale of the 
history of the earth. This scale, so far as 
it relates to the fossiliferous strata, has 
been divided by Lyell into thirty-six mem- 
bers, but this number now appears to be 
too small, as still older strata hay been 
found to contain organic remains. In this 
scale, then, the man in the Tertiary 
period would extend to No. 8 or No. 4, or 
Innum- 
erable races of plants and animals pre- 
ceded him in series long drawn out, and 
during almost infinit periods of time, and 
man himself plays, as it were, only in the 
last act of a colossal drama, the first 
scenes of which.are concealed from us by 
impenetrable darkness,” i 

The historical period is said by Sir 
Charles Lyell to be only a creation of yes- 
terday as compared with the eons **during 
which our race has actually inhabited the 
earth." For an unmeasured and unascer- 
tainable length of time, man, armed only 
with wedge-shaped fragments of stones, 
fought for existence against the savage and 
powerful scarcely lower animals of the 
Diluvial or Tertiary age. In nearly all 
instances primitiv man was.small, ‘‘ with a 
narrow skull and prognathous. [oblique] 
jaws, and consequently low mentality, but 
that mental development, small as it was, 
was what preserved him in that almost in- 
terminable struggle for existence in which 
his weapons were so few and so poor. We 
say ‘‘almost interminable " advisedly, for 
as our author points out, man’s progress 
was very slow, so slow that perhaps for 
tens of thousands of years he scarcely 
moved. Says Dr. Biichner, referring to 
the successiv ages of stone, bronze, and 
iron: 7 
** A circumstance of great significance 
in the history of human development, ob- 
served in this transition from stone. to 
bronze and from bronze to iron, is that 
the first bronze weapons were made 
exactly after the pattern of the old stone 
implements, and in the same way also the 
earliest implements of iron after the pat- 
tern of the bronze implements which pre- 
ceded them, although without such models 
before them no one would hav thought of 
bringing the malleable and ductil metal 
into the rough and inconvenient forms of 
the stone age. From this instance we see 
most distinctly that the human mind can- 
not produce anything at once and directly 
from itself, but that it is everywhere con- 
fined to the laws of its gradual, sensualistic 
development, and to the nourishment far- 
nished to it by impressions from without.” 

We must now pass from this part of the 
professor’s fascinating work, although the 
temptation to linger there and reproduce 
much more than we hav room for is very 
strong. ] 

The Second Part—‘‘ What Are We? 
The present position of man in nature; his 
developmental history and production 
from the egg cell; origin and genealogy of 
the human race"—tells of the place **our 
race occupies in the zoólogical system and 
with regard to the anima! world which is 
so nearly related to it, but especially with 
regard to the highest representativs of the 
Quadrumana, and at the same time of the 
vertebrate type in general, which comes 
nearest to man in form and structure.” 
There is found in this part an admirable 
summary of the evidence and arguments 
for the evolutionary hypothesis of man’s 
origin as that evidence and those argu- 
ments were collected and formulated 


animals is found in the traces of the action I twenty years 


ago. Of course a still 
stronger case could be made out to-day, 
although at that time it was sufficiently 
formidable to convince all but the most 
prejudiced among educated people. We 
would suggest the careful perusal of this 
part of ‘‘Man, in the Past, Present, and 
Future” to the very small number of 
Freethinkers who do not accept the prin- 
ciples so ably elucidated and unanswerably 
demonstrated by Darwin, Huxley, Haeck- 
el, and their fellow-scientists. 

Part Three—‘‘Where Are We Going? 
The future of man and the human race"— 
treats of the possibility of the existence of 
new and still higher races of men, and of 
the gradual elevation of the standard of 
culture and happiness over the whole 
world; of government, nationalities, so- 
ciety, capital, labor and laborers, the 
family, education, woman, marriage, 
morals, religion, philosophy, and Mate- 
rialism and Idealism. 


This is a very instructiv and it is also a | 
phenomenally cheap book. It costs: but | 
‘that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
‘will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys; 
-Large pamphlet free, 84 S. Main si; 


$1 and is printed on heavy paper of an ex- 
cellent quality, with long and broad pages 
and substantial cloth binding.. There are 
274 pages in the body of the work and 65 
pages of appendix in small but clear type. 
The table of contents is unusually full and 
there is'also a good index. In every way 
** Man, in the Past, Present, and Future" 
is a credit to the author and the publisher, 
as both are highly creditable specimens of 
the Man of the Present. 


‘Address 


The Coffee Habit 


is difficult to throw off, especially if one’s 
epicurean taste leads to the use of the Gail 
Borden Eagle Brand. Condensed Milk in 
this popular beverage.: Its superiority to 
cream is admitted. Rich flavor and uni- 
form consistency. EP OE 


Modern Marriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. 


Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker. 


In this his latest story Zola, takes four typical 
marriages—one from the nobility, one from the 
bourgeotsie, one from the petty bourgeoisie,and 


: one trom the working-people—and describes, with 


all the power of-his wondrous art, how each orig. 
inates, Dy what motive each is. inspired, how each 
is consummated, and how-each results. — - 
Price, 15 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. - 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Living Waters. 
To those who need a medicin, remember 


Wilkesbarre, Pa J. R. Perry, mgr. 21t18 


50 cents to E. D. Slenker, Snowville, Va, 
SEND and secure for one year the Little Free- 
thinker, a Freethought journal for young 

people. ! ~ 4018 
WATCHES for trading and speculating, from 
1.18 up; price list free, Safe Watch Oo., P. O. 
ox 180, New York. §2t19 


JUST OUT! 


RIGHT 


By SUSAN 


JUST OUT! 


LIVING. 


H. WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, 

What is Morality? 
What is Ignorance ? 

Knowledge the Great Treasure, 
Concerning Education,, 
Conduct; or Right Doin 


g ; 11e, 
Virtue, the IlInminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? 


Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control. 

Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect. 
Temperance and Iatemperance, Foolish 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- 


ous? 
Cultivation of Individuality, E 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, 


dleness, another Name for Loss, 
Industry, the Staff of Life, 


What is Hypocrisy ? 
Conscience or Moral Sense, eat 
Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of ftrength 


ce 

Anger, the Distorter, 

The Angel of Forgiveness 

Observation a Great Facult: 
erseverance, the Friend ot 1 

Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 


In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
Beautiful Charity. 


Honor; 


clety. ‘ an 
Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of. Value of Wealth. 


Avarice, Not a Means to Life’s 


est End, 

Good Nature, one of L fe's Best 
Blossoms, . 

Reason and Free Inquiry 


e 
ride and Billy Preju- Freo Speech, 


Free Press, 
Rights of Animals, ~ 
Rights of Children, or 
Human Rights; or the Equality 
av, of Man 


alue of a Trade, cess. Politenes The Gentleman 
Recreation & Necessity, The Difficulties of Life. Politeness. — Continued — The 
Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the . Gentlewoman, 
Truth and Falsehood, h:ghway, Best Society, 3 j 
What isan Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, rogress; or Enlightenment; 
of a Promise. Power o: isdo a. 


Fraud a Orim 


e. 
The Poison of Slander, Living 


Oourage, a Necessity to Right 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of ber father and mother—these sentences trom the works of a great. 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: . . : 

As with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet Atful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a law which altereth not.—H -rbart Spencer. i 


Living is an Art, a method of. 


noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 


expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper.. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
Address ` THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Plac», New York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMP? TO PROVE THAT . 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua 


Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 


Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


‘By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
CONTENTS: 


Boox I.—PLEASURE: Chap. I.—Sonrces of Pleasure. Onap. IIL.—Material Pleasures. Chap. 
ocial Pleasures: 


Ideal Pleasure:. Ohap IV 


Barbarian and the Civilized. Chap. VI 


— Genesis of réligions. 
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Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have been rendered by 
men who are in every Way qualified as judge: of books: ; 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book tha skates right aloig over the deepest subject, with- 


out mu h thought whether the ice is thin or not. 


Itansw rs the zreatest question—What is the 


us , object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cau e and motive of progress? 


—by one word, Pleasure I—Thaddeus B. 
: He sharpl 

borne ont v. t 

urious andsuggestive one.— Veto 


Wakeman g A i 

y attacks, aluo, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
he facts, an d his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His b ok is altogether a 
ork Commercial Advertiser. 


The man who wrote this book knows how to writes book, and knows what he is writing about. 


There is not a padded 
knowledge. 
truth. e 
The work is good; ever 


sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with 
The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehu ds, and hard blows for realities and 
e do not see how anyone can re:d this book and disagree with the laadin, 

chapter is worth readinz. Itisa work 


ords for la:k of 


propositions, 


of commoa-sense Socialism. ‘The 


chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and seat to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 


the book deserves a wide readin: 
is bold, honest sayings.—L K. Washburn. 


not only for its literary style, which is clear an 1 incisive, but for 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, É 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, i: splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel- 


lent parer, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 
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Goms o f d hought. 


Do nor bother over little things, but be 
sure to see to them:— Galveston News. 


Keer your word with your child the 
same as you would with your banker,— 
Ingersoll. MT 


Many a man isa Christian simply be- 
cause he has been taught Ohristianity.— 
Investigator. : : 


Tas Christian God is a father who makes 
a great deal of his apples and very little of 
his children. —Diderot. . 

THERE is no wealth but life. That coun- 
try ıs the richest which nourishes the 
greatest number of noble and happy hu- 
man beings, that man is richest who, hav- 


ing perfected the functions of his own life |. 


to the utmost, has also the widest helpful 


influence, both personal and by means of. 


his possessions, over the lives of others.— 
Ruskin. 


Our lives are universally shortened by 
our ignorance. In attaining ‘complete 
knowledge of our own natures and of the 
natures of surrounding things—in ascer- 
taining the conditions of existence to 
which we must conform, and in discovering 
the means of conforming to them under 
all variations of seasons and circumstances 
—we hav abundant scope for intellectual 
progress.—Herbert Spencer. 


' Max did not exclaim, ‘‘ How holy!” 
when he first fell upon his knees. His 


feeling was rather, ‘‘ How terrible!” The 


sense of holiness is a social product—a high 
sublimation of morality. Man had to pos- 
sess it himself, and see it hignly exempli- 
fled in picked specimens of his kind, before 
he bestowed it upon his gods. Deities do 
not anticipate, they follow, the course of 
human evolution.—G. W. Foote. 


No onz man is nobler born than another, 
unless he is born with & better capacity 
and a more amiable disposition; those who 
make such a parade with their family pict- 
ures and their pedigrees may, properly 
speaking, be called notorious rather than 
noble persons. I think it right to say thus 
much, in order to repel the insolence of 
some folk who owe their distinction en- 
tirely to accidental circumstances, and not 
at all to their own merits.— Seneca. 


BnuzssgED is he among men who,. from 
his ancestry, has inherited. pure blood 
rather than red gold, who has the com- 
petence necessary to health and content, 
who, in a cottage amid the hills, cau liv 
far away from the city smoke, to whom all 
nature is worship, every sun-risa an altar 
and the fire thereupon, every zephyr an 
idyll, every sea-moan an elegy, and every 
gust ‘of air from the fields of bean and 
clover the breath of an. incense holier 
than aisle or chancel ever knew— Saladin. 


Tux Secularist position is clear and dis- 
tinct, and amid the warring of the sects it 
must gradually come to the front. The 
state should hav nothing to do with the 
teaching of religion. The common school 
should be the common ground where the 
children of all faiths and of no faith should 
meet on a footing of perfect equality, and 
be taught only the indisputable truths of 
secular life. From the waste of their 
valuable time in learning old superstitions 
and barbarous dogmas, which must be 
painfully unlearned, let us endeavor to 
save the children.—J. M. Wheeler. 


THe nation prospered—grew in knowl" 
edge and wisdom. Poverty diminished? 


political honor triumphed over political |. 


chicanery; peace reigned; the people were 
happy. -‘* Whose work is this?" said the 
stranger from a foreign land. ‘‘It is 
ours,” said Culture and. Enlightenment. 
“It is mine," said Charity. ‘‘ Look at 
the hospitals, almshouses, and houses of 
refuge I hav built." The stranger looked 


in the direction indicated, but observed | 


that most of these were deserted, or were 
in ruins, as if no longer needed for the 
uses to which they had once been put. — *'Tt 
is my work," said the Church; but the 
stranger’s memory served him still, and 
he turned away. ‘‘It is mine,” said In- 
dustrial Progress. '''It is mine," said 
both Political Parties. “Tt is ours,” said 
the Upper and Lower House. The 
et questioned, still unsatisfied. He 
noted that back of these answers rang s 
Persistent ‘‘mine, mine, mine,” with end- 
less iteration and contradiction. Behind 
the figures called up by his inquiry loomed 
larger and fuller than any of these, a more 

enignant shape, which he recognized as 
the one from whose lips came the persist- 
ent ‘‘mine, mine, mine" of the refrain 
which swelled over the claims of those 
who had spoken. *' Those to whom you 
listen are but my instrumenta, or follow 
in my wake," said the figure. ‘* What 
ou see ijs all my work, for my name is 

reedom." — Joseph Dana Miller,. in 
Kate Field's Washington. 
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rer’s Prices. 
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eatchable) hair spring, be»utitul, double sunk, 
paneled dial, nickel, gola damascened finish, ad- 
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Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $89. 
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STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


the 
ription of the Doctor's 
iscovery—ean Out. 


DR. R. P. FEL 
Say where you saw thisadvo Vineland,N J. 


"I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBEBAL, snd I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their pa nage and not wsstethe 
tim and money on Ohristian dcotore.— Dr. Fet 


| the vilest sinner returning. 


JYot for Parsons, 


Parson: ‘‘Now, what are the peculiar dis- 
tinctions of Quakers? For instance, how 
do they speak differently from you and me?” 
Pupil: ‘‘ Please, sir, they don’t swear.” 


“Taury are going to try Dr. Griggs for 
heresy.” ‘‘ You don’t mean it!. On what 
grounds?”  '*His interpretation of the 
Eden episode. He insists that Adam and 
Eve ate a banana, and that their fall was 
due to their carelessness with the peeling.” 


** Now, little boys, what is the meaning 
of the word hypocrisy?” asked a Sunday- 
school teacher of her favorit pupil. ‘‘I 
can’t. explain what it is, but I know just 
the same.” ‘‘Giy me an example of hy- 
vocrisy.” ‘*‘ When a fellow says he loves hia 
Sunday-school teacher—that’s hypocrisy.” 


Tuere is a very religious restaurant in 
Boston, on the walls of which there is an 
odd jumble of texts of Scripture and items 
from the bill-of-fare, sometimes as follows: 
** He shall feed his flock like a shepherd— 
Hot sausages, 10 cents." ‘‘If ye be obedi- 
ent ye shall eat of the fat of the land-— 
Hot apple sauce, 5 cents.” *'God moves 
in a mysterious way—Hash, 10 cents.” 
‘*Be careful for nothing—Ooffee and cakes, 
10 cents.” 


We observe that some ministers hav 
been praying for rain. Without meaning 
to discourage the prayer habit, we would 
suggest to the brethren that they are likel 
to accomplish more permanent good by ad- 
vising their nelghbore to construct irriga- 
tion systems. Prayers may bring rain, 
but irrigating ditches will render the pray- 
ers unnecessary. Let them cultivate piety, 
but they should not fail to irrigate.— Oak- 
land Times. 


: Tum beadle was in by-gone days always 
8 prime hand at throwing in a little bit of 
sarcasm at the expense of some young 
sprigs of the ministry. A young minister 
with rather an exalted opinion of his own 
powers said to the beadle, **I don’t think 
I need put on the gown, John. It’s only 
an encumbrance, though some folk seem 
to think it makes & preacher more impres- 
siv.” To this John, who had a less exalted 
opinion of the preacher’s power, quietly 
replied, ‘‘ Ay, sir—that’s just it, sir. Pit 
it on for ony sake. It makes ye mair im- 
pressiv; and ye need it a’, ye need it a’!’’ 
—London Freethinker, 


Sanz was the old reprobate of the village, 
and our new curate wanted to get her to 
church. So he sent her s beautiful shawl 
by the mission ladies, and the next Sunday 
she appeared at church, according to 
promis. After the service, the curate 
tackled her: ‘‘Glad to see you at church, 
Mrs, Muggins." ‘‘ Ah, bless your river: 
ence, and ‘twas a rale beautiful sermon 
you gave us, to be sure. And when did 
all o° them drefful things 'appen, sir, ’as 
you told us o! poor Jesus?" ‘‘Itis eight- 
een hundred years, Mrs. Muggins, since 
Jesus Christ was so cruelly slain for our 
sakes.” *''Lawks-a-meroy, sir, as it was all 
so long ago, let us ’ope as it aint true!” 


A soy of twelve years, going to confes- 
sion lately, revealed to his father con- 
fessor that he had been guilty of turning 
t flipflops” on the previous Sunday. 
The father, desirous to award a suit- 
able penance, but ignorant of the exact 
character of the offense, inquired, ‘‘ What 
are these flipflops, my son?” ‘‘I’ll show 
you, father,” said the boy. And he jumped 
up from his knees and turned a couple of 
handsprings before the confessional box, 
to the utter astonishment but the secret 
amusement of the priest. “he next peni- 
tent in turn, who had anxiously witnessed 
this strange performance, was a stout, red- 
faced, middle aged woman, who knelt 
with evident trenidation, and stammered 
out, '' Och, father, dear, don’t be giv- 
ing me ruch a Lenten pinnance as that, 
for the dear Lord's sake!"— Cambridge 
Chronicle. * ; 


Mixister: “And you feel an awakening 
within you, my friend?’ Penitent printer: 
“Ido sir.. I feel that I hav been a great 
sinner, & very great sinner. I’m afraid 
there's no salvation for me." M.: ‘*Come, 
come, my friend, do not be despondent. 
You know the lines, being aprinter, about 
I think you 
are in & hopeful condition—a very hopeful 
condition.” P. P.: ''Ah! but I've been 
such a Sabbath breaker." M.: ‘‘ Working 
on a Sunday paper, I presume." P. P.:. 
“Oh, no. The men who work on Sunda 
papers don't break the Sabbath. Their 
work is done o: Saturday night. I work 
on a daily pyper, andthe Monday morning 
issue is all set up on Sundays. But I'm de- 
termined to leave the business; I'll break 
the Sabbath no more by setting type." 
M.: “I rejoice to find you in such a frame 


: of mind. You will be a bright and shining 


light in the church one of these days. 

And you hav had to set type on Sundays, 

my poor friend—reports of dog-fights, pu- 

gilistic mills, and so forth, I suppose?” 

P. P. (weeping bitterly): ** No, sir, princi- 

pally reporte of ministers' sermons, in solid 
onpareil, "—Znvestigator, 
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And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I hav opened 
your grayes.— Ezek. xxxvii, 13. ; 
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your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of 
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TaurH SEEKER the widest circulation. It will be historical. Tt wi be interesting from first to last 
page. It is intended as a modest tribute to one of the men who were equal to America’s need in the 
times that tried men’s souls.” America is not longer justified in the policy of silence as to Thomas 
Paire's grand-hearted work in the cause of American Independence and humanity. And Americans 
should krow of him that they may for themselves judge if he does not deserve a generous. candid 
“well-done” in the pages of American history. Justice may come slowly but come it will, when 
views arero broadened as not to take the traditional say-so of the misinformed or malicious, as truth. 
We therefore would ask the cordial interest of every reader, that he willdo his little or much— 
we want all to as*ist in placing the immortal name of Thomas Paine where it rightfully belongs, 
and you can help in the way we indicate, and we hope you will. , SM M 
Below find order-blank. If you preferit and will give list of names covering copies you order, 
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Feynolds Blasphemy Trial, A Popular Aecount ae and Development 


At Morristown, N. J. 2 
Thijs is the greatestar; entever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so By BRONSON D. KEELER. 
long rà theft Apes use force to rua Trop — 
speech. 8 legal acumen 18 unsurpassed, its elo- " 
auen never equaled. Wherever Christian per- | , CONTENTS: The Hebrew 
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Wir haben folgende 3Büdjer in 
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,, Die Jerthiimer Mofes,” 
Eine fritt(d)e Beleuchtung des Pentatench im 


fidt der modernen Weltan- 
{hauung und Gefittung. 


| von Got. R. ©. Sugerjoll. Preis 50 Cents, 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 

deg 19. Jahrhunderts. l 

von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Götterdämmerung,” 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


„r Wunder und Wunderthater,” 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 
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HowTo Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 


‘| useful book on the topics which it dis- 


cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of gvery intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. Icongratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 


Other noted physicians recommend 


Canon. The New tes | it just as highly. 


Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
SS8LafaYette place, New York, 


of the Tek. 


AKRON, O., was under martial law last 
week. d. vos 


Norway, Maine, wasnearly all destroyed 
by fire on May 9. ; 


RozerrF. Bratran, Representativ from 
Maryland, died on May 10. 


RioHarp CROKER has resigned the chief- 
tainship of Tammany Hall. .. 


Ernest SLINGENEYER, Belgian historical 
painter, died in Paris last week. 


Ten strikers were shot dead at the 
Thresia mine in Ostrau, Moravia, May 9, 


Very severe storms at Stillwater, Minn, 
Damage to extent of $20,000 in eight 
minutes. 


Hor debate in the New Jersey Senate 
over a billaffecting the American Proteotiv 
Association. 

- Ir ig counterfeiting to make a picture of 
your World's Fair medal. This renders 
the medal almost wholly worthless. 


Tue. United States Supreme. Court re- 


| JY ows 


: fuses to issue & writ of habeas corpus for 


the release of John Y. 


Gravesend boss. a 


Tux New York Park Board has con- 
cluded to obey the people and the law and 
construct two sidewalks on the Harlem 
River Speedway. ; 


McKane, the 


JULES LEMONNYER, known for his sump- 
tuous reprints of works illustrated by the 
vignettists of the eighteenth century in 
France, has just died. 


- VrorEgNOE in the Pennsylvania coke re- 
gions. Workmen willing to labor beaten 
nearly to death. Troops are under arms 
in the Alabama coal districts. 


GENERAL Marraew M. TRUMBULL, one 
of the best equipped literary men of the 
West, and a stanch Liberal, died in Chi- 
cago last week, aged sixty-eight. ` 


Taumacr’s Tabernacle was burned 
Sunday, May 18. This is the third time 
he has lost his great church. The new 
Hotel Regent was also destroyed. Total 
loss, $1,500,000. 


. Tax United States Senate is probably . 
more cordially detested by the people, 
-irrespectiv of party, than any other de- 
:partment of government. It grows more 
inefficient each day. 


Nine editors of Berlin hav been sen- 
tenced to pay fines or sufter imprisonment 
for commenting unfavorably on the con- 
duct of the police at the Fredrichshain 
Brewery on Jan. 18, 


RoszBERY's budget bill escaped defeat 
on second reading in the Commons by the 
narrow majority of fourteen. The. gov- 
ernment has triumphed in the by-elections, 

but generally by reduced majorities. ~~ 


The Compulsory Vaccination bill in the 
Massachusetts legislature was amended so 
that childen presenting a certificate from 
a regular physician that they are unfit sub- 
xg for vaccination are not subject to the 

W. i 


Tas House of Magnates of Hungary, 
corresponding to our Senate, has rejecte 
by a majority of twenty-one, the civil mar- 
riage bill, which was presented by the 
ministry and passed bya heavy majority 
in the lower house. Probably the minis- 
try will resign. . 

- Is Hugh Price Hughes’ Methodist Times, 
on the first page appears an article by 
George Jacob olyoake on Kossuth, who 
is said to hav been ''inspired by religion 
and patriotism.” The only extract from 
his American speeches is a favorable one 
about ''reverend ministers" and ‘‘the 
Word of God." 


Tux Ozar’s government is making whole- 
sale arrests of members of a new society 
ealled ‘‘ The Friends of Political Liberty.” 
The arrested persons include many peo- 
ple of eminence, including the director of 
the Statistical Bureau, a member of the 
Finance ministry, several government 
officials at Orel, bankers, engineers, stu- 
dénts, fashionable dressmakers, and oth- 
ers. In searching. the prisoners some of 
the women were compelled by the police 
to strip naked. 7 


Tue various ** Commonweal armies” are 
still marching, floating, and traveling by 
rail, . Kelly’s ‘‘army.”’ went down the Des 
Moines in fiat-boats; several trains hav 
been seized in the new northwest, and re- 
captured by United States marshals. 
Some lives hav been lost. Coxey had a 
hearing before the House Committee on 
Labor, and his contingent has left its un- 
healthful camping ground in Washington 
and pitched its tents at Bladensburg, Md. 
In Pennsylvania some members of Galvin’s 
detachment hav been sent to jail for tr 
pass. . 
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RUNNING THE GANTLET—HOW THE CLERGY HAV ALWAYS OPPOSED SCIENCE. 


POPULAR EDITIONS 
l OF 


CONWAY'S EDITION 
| OF 


Thomas Paine’s Works. THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


LPLAALEPN OPP 


AGE OF REASON. Tani 250. ; 
6 copies ior ; cloth, 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. - Pap., 400. ; olo., 756. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(Lite). By J. E. Remsborg. 
Portrait. Pap., 50c., clo.,75c. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 156. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 

Revolution. Pap., 40c-; olo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800pp.; 

ES leather, $4; morocco, 
g 


08, $4.50. 
LIFE 


F. By O. Blanchard. 
Pap ,40c.: clo., with portrait, 60c. 
LIFE OF. By M. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, France, and England, 
and a Sketch by William Oobbett, 
The only adeqnate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 
LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 500. 
LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 
LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 
POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood.10e 
POLITICAL WORKS: *‘ Oom- 
mon ense,” “ Crisis,” * Rights of 
Man.” $1.60. 
RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
THES ce o re preng er 
n " " - m 
TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100. 
THEOLOGICAL 


ORKS:'* 

Chomas WA ; of Benson,” Examination of the 
" Paine and steel portrait, $1.60. 

CU) viRDIGATION: Beny o RT. 

Goserver. By B» G. Ingersoll We. 


ML 


38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ** The Life of Thomas Paine," ** Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” eto. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's “ Life of 
Paine.” Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies bound in halt leather, gilt 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ‘‘ The Writings of Washington,” ‘‘The 


Writings of Jefferson,” ete. Price, per volume, $4. * 

___ For the general reader the $8 edition of Paine's works is sufficient, ae it contains all of his 
writings npon which his fame snbstantially rests. Bnt for those who desire to go deeper into the 
snbject of the man and polemic we can most nnreservedly commend the “Life of Paine” by Mr. 
Conway, and this edition of Paine's works edited by him It is the fnllest that we are likely to have, 
and the student of history, and particularly the writer, shonld have it upon his shelves... 

The work consist of four volnmes, and will be arranged chronologically. The canse of 
America, as Paine said, made him an anthor, and the first volume will cover the period of the 
American Revolntion, eginning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with Paine's anti- 
slavery essay, and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the, Pennsylvanta Magazine; 
these being followed by the great revolntionary, political, and controversial pamphlets which made 
snch a profonnd impression on the country. 

> heseconad volnme will consist mainiy of the “ Rights of Man,” and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish politics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs. j 

The third and foarth volnmes will consist.mainly of Paine’s religions writings, bnt will also 
contain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close-will be 
given Paine's poems. 

e first volnme is now ready for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
whole set will be taken and filled as the volnmes a pear, or the volnmes can be purchased sepa- 
rately. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING- 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With Re to the most 2lain and Striking Belf-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
ene spei Questions Answered Afirmatively and Negatively by Qnotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.———Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


PUTNAM. 


BY SAMUEL P. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

Tt will be a radical Historie Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. "m 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. A gs f e . 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


* Four Hundred Years of Freethought" will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 

^ Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. 
Tames is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
f WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. , ; 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. i 
x Thé first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. . Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. -Oastelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright: 
Hume Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. | lution. . Phillips. Lucretia, Mott. 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns, Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. O wen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. - argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. ` 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. | MatildaJoslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times.. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. O. Adams, 


. E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J, H. Cook, 


Susan H. Wixon, 
Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert O. Adams, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 


Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Hey wood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
T, C. Leland, G. W. Foote, D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey gf history, 
and such 2 galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. I l i . 

Tke name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain : l 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It will be elegantly bound. Tt will be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 

your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 

ean afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. ; 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- - 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tur 
Truru Srerxzr, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do 4a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great. good all 
around. This is the offer: 


[Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the. 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 

And further, to aid our friends in: 


getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 


To the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, 


'| post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 

By WATSON HESTON, | 

THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 

Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 


in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
ied HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either. “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Ilustrated,” or W. S. Bell's 
‘Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—ail free 
hy post or express. 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
Bcriber, as they get Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 onl 


from each) does this. i 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. . i 

It ought not to be dificult to ge 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book 4s printed 
will have their names en 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


M. MAODONÀALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. ` 


SATURDAY, - - - - = MAY 26, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Single subscription, in advance................... eese eee eee e. $3 00 
One subscription two years, in &dvanoe........cecces eccL rcc 5 00 
Two new subsoribers.. ^... 0 00 


One subscription with one o new st subscriber, i in one o remittanoo, 5 00 
One subsoription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
aT ess cceeciscccesuincces rev ussuécten reu eren Ne sui SesseaUE 8 50 
One subscription with four new SEItibons in one remit- 
tanoe.. ..10 60 
Any number over five at ‘the same rate, invariably with « one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express ‘company’s money order 
postal order, Graft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtcations ang make drafts, checks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a reguiar subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. - 
. To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on thé part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tux Terura SEEKER one: 


year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tas Trura Szzkr& one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete" 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Ohicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tun TaurH SxrxrR one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers " ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's * Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It isa digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taura Srrkzs one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue Trurs Srzxrer one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tux Teora SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comie- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tau Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and * Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
-ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
‘avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present.réaders will eall the attention of their 
"friends to the values offered. 
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‘tells this tale out of school! 


Is Presbyterianism Falling by the Way? 

Dr. Briggs continues to be a rock of offense in 
the Presbyterian church. One of his aggressiv 
partisans is Dr. Henry M. Field—of the famous 
Field brothers—editor of the New York Evangelist. 
His most bitter and untiring opponent is Dr, 
George L. Shearer, senior secretary of the American 
Tract Society. In a letter which he has lately sent 
to the press, Dr. Field says: 


‘The only trouble is that Secretary Shearer will not 
keep to his ‘official work.’ If he would only mind his 
own business, and leave ‘ecclesiastical politics’ to take 
care of themselvs, we should soon hay quietness and 
peace. But heis so possessed with the idea that he is called 
of God to regulate all the affairs of the church that he 
has ended by becoming a general meddler and mischief 
maker, and incurred an odium which reacts to the incal- 
culable injury of the society. If he were a private individ- 
ual, and had an irrepressible desire to go into a ‘scrim- 
mage,’ there would be nothing to restrain him; but he is 
the head of a society that represents us all, so that the 
whole church has to bear the reproach of his indiscretion. 
If he is so obtuse as not to: see the impropriety of such a 
departure from his proper ‘official work,’ let him put 
somebody else in his place. Oan he imagin the late Dr. 
Kendall figuring as ‘king of the caucus,’ making his 
office a place of rendezvous for the leaders of a party 
where they should meet‘ to count noses, fix up tickets, 
and lay plans for carrying elections? But would this hav 
been any worse in a secretary of the Home Missionary 
Board than it.is in a secretary of the Tract Society? 

** What is the result? Many old supporters of the Tract 
Society are repelled from it by a feeling of disgust. The 
best friend it ever had was the late William E. Dodge, 
who gave to itas long as he lived, and in his will left 
it a legacy of $30,000. Why is it that his son, who bears 
that honored name and inherits his father’s benevolence, 
will not giv this society a dollar? Nor D. Willis James, 
though he has more than once given to a single object a 
hundred thousand dollars? Nor Mr. Morris Jesup, who 
is one of the most generous men in our city, giving freely 
to every good cause? Why does he draw the line at the 
Tract Society? Why will John Sloane, an elder in Dr. 
Hall’s church, not giv a penny? NorJohn Crosby Brown, 
who would naturally be held to the Tract Society by a 
double tie, that of his father, the late James Brown, and 
of his father-in-law, the late Dr. William Adams, who was 
one of the main pillars of that society for thirty or forty 
years? If the society has now grown so great that it can 
afford to drive away such men, then surely it does not 
need to ask for further contributions from the Christian 
public." 

Well, well, but this is & beautiful state of affairs. 
Here is the American Tract Society, which for 
nearly seventy years has been flooding the country 
with the most orthodox publications, compelled to 
report a falling off.in its revenues. What is the 
cause? Has the Society been sending out literature 
tainted with heresy? By no means. Its tracts 
now as always before enunciate the unyielding Cal- 
vinistie doctrins. It has not surrendered to the 
« Higher Criticism." It still preaches eternal hell 
and maintains the dogma of the inerrancy of the 
Bible. What, then, is the trouble? It is just this: 
Its chief secretary stands by the old creed and 
hates the new-fangled notions of Dr. Briggs. He 
has not hesitated to say so, and he has done all he 
could to get Briggs out of the Presbyterian church. 
Now comes Dr. Field and tells all the world that 
this is just what is playing havoc with the finances 
of the Tract Society. Hesays that wealthy Eastern 
Presbyterians will not giv money to the Society if 
its officials activly interest themselvs against the 
heresies of Dr. Briggs. In other words, if the 
Tract Society antagonizes the infidelity of Dr. 
Briggs that gentleman’s Christian friends will boy- 
cott the Tract Society. And it is the distinguished 
editor of an influential Presbyterian journal who 
Things hav come to & 
pretty pass when a propagandistic religious society 
finds itself face to face with the alternativ of sur- 
fender óf time-honored Christian tenets or the 


-drying-up of the monetary steam which turns the 
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wheel of its gospel- mill. Although Dr. Briggs is a 
heretic he is not a very robust one, but it begins to 
look as though he would prove to be a tolerably 
effectiv disruptiv force in the Presbyterian fold. 

It appears to us that the champions of Dr. Briggs 


are indiscreet, if not reckless. If they withhold 
their contributions from the Tract Society because 
its secretary is opposed to the ideas of Dr. Briggs, 
what are they going to do about the leaflets, tracts, 
and books issued by that society? Behind Dr. 
Shearer is that mighty mass of doctrinal literature. 
It sustains him as he defends it. Logically, the 
progressists are committed against this theological 
output by their fealty to Briggs. If the heretic is 
right those exegetical documents are all wrong, and 
they cannot, as consistent and honest men, consent 
to their further circulation. And, be sure, they 
will not be allowed to lose sight of this fact. The 
thin end of the wedge has been forced into the Cal- 
vinistic log, and it will be driven home to the head 
by men who call themselvs Christians. 

Will Dr. Briggs’s wealthy backers continue their 
benefactions to the American Bible Society? Why 
should they and how can they? The book it pub- 
lishes and scatters by the millions pronounces a 
curse upon those who add to or take from it. Dr. 
Briggs has done both, and for this Dr. Shearer con- 
demns him. Because the latter does this the soci- 
ety which he represents is placed under a ban by 
certain Presbyterians, the supporters of Dr. Briggs. 
How can they consistently help put into the hands 
of the elect and the unsaved a book which is the 
cause of all this controversy, and which the man 
whose attitude toward it they defend has declared 
to be sailing under false colors? 


The Spirit of Persecution is Not Dead. 


Dr. José Llunas, editor of Za Tramontana, Bar- 
celona, Spain, has been sentenced to three years’ 
imprisonment for publishing anti-religious ideas in 
his paper. No doubt those who inflicted this atro- 
cious sentence upon the independent Spanish editor 
sadly regretted their inability to stretch him upon 
the rack or chain him to the stake. It is no libel 
upon these men to write this, for when censors set 
out with the intention to prevent the dissemination 
of unorthodox opinions the logic of their position 
forces them on step by step, from greater to greater 
cruelties, so long as their victim retains life and 
remains “contumacious.” Nothing but their own 
weakness, that is, their inability to get the pro- 
scriptiv laws they want, limits their destructivness. 
What religious tyrants hav done and are doing in 
Spain, religious, moral, and economic tyrants will 
do in America and every other country where they 

can attain power. No prident man or woman will 
giv any encouragement to the persecuting spirit, no 
matter how plausible the pretexts of those under 
its maleficent influence. 

It is folly to expect that the believers in the gos- 
pel of exclusiv salvation will not persecute in this 
age of knowledge and liberty. This is not an age 
of knowledge and liberty because they hav desired 
it to be such, nor because they hav made it such— 
they of to-day and their religious ancestors. They 
love knowledge—so much as makes their creedsmen 
more efficient supporters of the faith than they 
would be without it. They love liberty—their own. 
Those Liberals only who are not acquainted with 
the literature of modern militant Christianity take 
an optimistic view of the immediate future. There 
is not the least doubt that we are face to face with 
an enemy which is determined to make heresy a 
legal offense and to punish it as a crime. The the- 
ocratic party is intensely in earnest, aggressiv, un- 
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scrupulous, and constantly growing in boldness and 
numbers. l 

Our republic is secular by the intention of its 
founders (not by the intention of the founders of 
some of the colonies) and in theory, but in practice 
it is largely theocratic. As President S. F. Scovel 
says, “the salt of evangelical Christianity lay 
thickly at the nation’s roots, and savored the na- 
tion’s life.” The simile 18 ommous. Salt kills 
vegetation, and the salt of Christianity will kill 
this nation if we permit it to be spread much more 
thickly at the roots of the governmental tree, 
President Scovel mentions as among the costly 
jewels which America inherits from its “historic 
past,” “laws to condemn blasphemy and honor 
the Sabbath.” The whole burden of President 
Scovel’s address is that America must officially 
recognize Christianity that it may be true to that 
dark and terrible “historic past,” at whose memory 
merciful and just men turn pale and tremble and 
cry out in anguish of soul. It seems impossible 
for the theocrats to conceive of mental growth. 
They ever look longingly back toward the intolerant 
and bloody ages of religious politics. They sigh 
for the old blasphemy statutes. Sunday laws are 
not enough. Giv them the national Sunday law 
for which they are striving, and they will, with aug- 
mented arrogance, clamor for blasphemy edicts, 
laws confiscating the property of dissenters, and 
all other laws that they may think necessary to 
enable them to kill Freethought. 

And in the light of all we know of the crimes 
possible through such legislation, we are rebuked 
because we are not willing to help these religious 
malcontents submit their pet measures to a vote of 
the people! As though it were the right of the 
people to vote to enslave a part of themselvs! 

rene eee 
The Funeral of General Trumbull. 


The Open Court of May 17 is a Trumbull memo- 
rial number. It is draped in mourning and con- 
tains a full report of all that was said at the funeral 
of the great humanitarian, with some other matter. 
The words of farewell uttered at the house are 
given, followed by the sermon at Unity church 
(the name of the minister is not given); “The 
Lion and the Lamb Blended,” address by George 
A. Schilling, commissioner of Labor, of Illinois; 
“Moral Courage Rarer than Physical Bravery,” 
address by Clarence S. Darrow, lawyer and literary 
writer; “ The Saxon,” address by Geo. E. Gooch, 
of St. George’s Benevolent Association of Chicago, 
of which General Trumbull was president-elect ; 
and “Integer Vitae,’ adapted from Horace and 
sung by the Lotus Quartette. Upon the coffin was 
placed a copy of “ Wheelbarrow,” with an “envoy ” 
written on the fly-leaf. Following these tributes 
came the services of the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic, consisting of its ritual; * A Tribute to the Old 
Soldier,” address by Col. James A Sexton; “ Fare- 
well, Comrade,” recited by Charles E. St. Clair, 
and “ Tenting on the Old Camp-Ground,” sung by 
the Lotus Quartette. 

The interment took place at Rosehill Cemetery. 
Fir branches were laid on the open grave, and the 
words of farewell uttered. 

In conclusion, Thomas J. McCormack writes of 
“General Trumbulls Connection with the Open 
Court." The last paragraph of this tender and 
truthful tribute we reproduce below: 

“ Here he applied those powers of wit, humor, and sar- 
casm which were his richest patrimony, to the castigation 
of snobbery, vice, and hypocrisy in every form, drawing 
from an inexhaustible wealth of anecdote, which only 
such a life could hay gathered, the illustrations which 
gave force, light, and beauty to all that he said. He fur- 
nished, too—what must never be forgotten—one of the 
first noteworthy examples of that rarest of national qual- 
ities which Matthew Arnold said our country so sadly 
lacked, fearless and searching self-criticism. His dis- 
cernment for national conceits and Chauvinistic illusions 
‘was unexampled, and his lash, when once he caught a 
lurking vanity or folly, was merciless. His utterances 
were read and quoted from one end of this country to the 
other. Many in authority hav acted more wisely because 
of his sayings, and many of us not in authority hav 
learned to think more justly and unselfishly of our 
national and social conditions. In this respect, at a time 
when such work is so much needed, his death must be 
mourned as a public loss, reaching far beyond the gap 


which the silence of his pen will leave in the hearts of the 
readers of the Open Court.” 


It is painfully true that Matthew Arnold was 


right in his estimate of our inability to be other 
than patriotic partisans. 
never failed to fearlessly criticise the follies and 
wickedness of their rulers and to unsparingly con- 
demn the jingoism and crimes of the foreign office 
of their government. General Trumbull was an 
Englishman by birth and training, and the noble 
scorn of wrongs committed against the weak which 
was so characteristic of Bradlaugh was also in the 
blood of his fellow-countryman, who made such a 
splendid record in America, and whose untimely 
death we so much deplore to-day. We do indeed 
need “fearless and searching self-criticism,” and 
Matthew Mark Trumbull taught us by precept and 
example how to apply it keenly, kindly and effect- 
ivly. 


The following donations for the purposes of the 
Freethought Federation are acknowledged: M. S. 
Hayhurst, 50 cents; S. Brewer, $1; W. L. Wever, 
$2; W. T. Galloway, $1; Jno. M. Maxfield, $1; Cy- 
rille Lacrosse, $1; L. C. Geertson, $5. 


Tus TaurH Sxzrkr& is sent for one year, with a 
copy of Putnam’s * Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought," for $6.50. If your cash order reaches us 
before the last form of the book goes to press, your 
name will be engrossed on its pages among those of 
the elect of Freethought. 


There seems to be an opening for the juvenil un- 
employed in Chicago. The Western Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school offers to pay for new 
pupils, on the basis of the following wage scale: 
One new pupil, & new Methodist catechism; two 
pupils, ten cents extra for the first Sunday; three 
pupils, fifteen cents; and five cents for each addi- 
tional pupil. This should stimulate all workers to 
bring at least two pupils so as to get the money to 
act as antidote to the catechism, the latter being 
given to all those who secure recruits. 


If you want to be prepared for heaven in the best 
style and at no pecuniary cost to yourself just kill 
somebody. And don’t work for a reprieve or par- 
don, for that might put your immortal soul in peril. 
Here are two cases in point; vide the Sydney Bul- 
letin: 

** Parson Campbell, who wrote to the papers explaining 
that Mrs. Knorr ought to be hanged because 'she was 
now resigned,' recalls an old story of little Father Lor- 
don, Roman Catholic chaplain in Melbourne jail long ago 
—a condemned criminal whom his reverence had made 
‘perfectly resigned,’ was reprieved at the last moment. 
‘Ah,’ sighed the priest, ‘I am not so very pleased after 
all—he will never be so well prepared again.’” 


Dr. Henry M. Field says that Dr. Shearer, of the 
American Tract Society, «is so possessed with the 
idea that he is called of God to regulate all the 
affairs of the church that he has ended by becoming 
a general meddler and mischief-maker.” No doubt, 
and there are ever so many Christians who are 
positiv that they are “ called of God to regulate all 
the affairs of " society and they “ hav ended by be- 
coming general" meddlers and mischief-makers. 
Of such are the Dows, Gerrys, Brittons, Comstocks, 
Parkhursts, Crafts, and McAllisters. They are the 
buffalo gnats and gadflies of our social and political 
life, leaving a drop of poison in every wound they 
make. 


The Letter-Writing Corps will this week send 
their communications to United States Senators 
George F. Hoar, Arthur P. Gorman, and George G. 
Vest. Senators Vest and Gorman take the position 
that church fair games of chance should not be sub- 
ject to the provisions of the anti-lottery law. Sena- 
tor Hoar thinks that the law should make no excep- 
tions in their favor, but he says that the state laws 
are never enforced against the churches and he in- 
timates that the national law will not be. Point 
out to these senators that the churches hav no 
right to claim exemption from the operation of the 
laws, and that such favoritism is particularly 
obnoxious when, as in this case, they are clamorous 
for the enactment of the law and its enforcement 
against other gamblers. All laws should be general 


The English radicals hav 


and uniform. See the leading editorial in Tar 
Trura Serer of May 19th. 


We mailed last week to each Senator and Repre- 
sentativ in Congress a copy of a sixteen-page pro- 
test against the Gallinger-Morse and Kyle-Johngon 
Sunday bills now pending in the national legisla- 
ture. With each package was inclosed a copy of Louis 
Levine’s admirable letter to the members of the com- 
mittees to which the bills were referred. These 
will also be sent to the most influential papers of 
the country. The Protest pamphlet sells for five 
cents; twenty-five copies, three cents each; one 
hundred copies, $2. It should be widely distrib. 
uted. The people must be educated that the Sun- 
day tyrants may be thwarted. 


aR WS ER 

Christianity has always had a keen nostril for 
blood. The foundaiion stories of its temple of 
superstition were cemented with the blood of a god 
slain for that very purpose, and the blood of here- 
tics has dripped from its garments on every stair- 
way up which the race has struggled under griev- 
ous burdens and in agony of spirit and body. The 
knife of sacrifice has never been dry. The altar of 
oblation has not once been free from the crimson 
stain. What wonder, then, that & new paper in 
Canada is named The Voice of the Precious Blood! 
It is edited and published by the “Sisters of the 
Precious Blood." Those dear women must be san- 
guinary in disposition or they would not choose 
such & gory corporate name. But it is eminently 
in keeping with the origin and history of their re- 
ligion. 


Rev. Stopford Brooke, recently preaching in Lon- 
don about the “laborer’s bondage and resurrec- 
tion,” referred to the sojourn of the Jews in Egypt 
and their deliverance by * God." Among other 
things he said; 

** An immense wardrobe of the garments of myth and 
legend was made wherewith to clothe the event of the 
Exodus and the figure of Moses. Poet after poet, patriot 
after patriot, story teller after story teller, took up the 
old tale. What happened to Arthur of Britain happened 
to the Moses of Israel. We do not preach it as a trus 
history, we preach on it as a story.” 

The tale of the resurrection of Jesus is raui 


toas “the resurrection of the soul of humanity— 


for the time.” What a trifling with “sacred” things 

it is to call this sort of pleasant talk about ad- 
mitted legends and myths the preaching of Chris- 
tianity! Why do such men as Stopford Brooke con- 
tinue to masquerade under the Christian name? 
They are merely playing at teaching religion. 


«Church Property” is now ready, and all accu- 
mulated orders are receiving prompt attention. The 
members of the Constitutional Convention and the 
press of New York will, of course, be supplied 
gratis. We shall also put as many copies as 
possible into the hands of other persons who 
hav influence to secure justice in taxation. How 
many copies are thus distributed will depend upon 
the assistance we receive from the working Lib- 
erals of the country. All Freethinkers who can 
should also buy “Church Property,” and distrib. 
ute it among their own lawmakers, editors, 
and thoughtful private citizens. We hav made the 
price very low for so large a pamphlet. Fifteen 
cents per single copy, ten copies for $1, fifty copies 
for $4.50, and one hundred copies for $8; postage 
paid in all cases. Let there be this year in every 
state and territory in the Union a campaign of 
education. Show the people the immorality, in- 
justice, and danger of the exemption of church 
property from taxation. 


Rev. Robert S. McArthur, of Calvary Baptist 
church, in this city, recently said: 

** Within the term of my pastorate the Catholic church 
has received from the general fund in this city the vast 
sum of $1,218,000. During that same period all the 
churches of Protestant denominations hav received but 
the insignificant sum of $75,000. 


No wonder Dr. McArthur wants the sixteenth 
amendment to the state Constitution. He sees and 
feels that $1,213,000 to the Catholics and only 
$75,000 to the Protestants is not a fair division of 
the spoils. It is not so much the fact that the 
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that pinches the Baptist foot. 
tu one that if the positions of the Catholics and 
Protestants had been reversed we should hear pre- 
cious little from the latter about the sixteenth 
amendment. We hav the best of reasons for enter- 
taining this opinion. If these Protestant ministers 
were sincerely opposed to state favors to the church 
they would rise as one man against religious in- 
struction in the public schools, against Sunday laws, 
against church control of the education of the In- 
dians, against chaplaincies, and againat all the other 
churéh-state abominations. 


The Indipendent nie out a ; little leaflet in 
praise of the model religious newspaper. We sub- 
join & part of one paragraph, mene for the 
original the words in brackets: 

** The education of your children you cannot afford to 
abridge; the support of your [Liberal society] and its 
various lines of work you must not lessen;.and your 
[Freethought] newspaper, the cheapest and one of the 
iost useful and valuable things you get, it would be 
folly to sacrifice. Itis worth to you many times the sum 
you pay for it. It will reimburse you in manifold forms, 
again and again—in recreation, instruction, suggestion, 
encouragement, improvement. It isa silent, but constant 
and powerful influence for good. You need the food it 
provides for [the] mind and [sympathies] as much as you 
need meat and bread and drink for your physical welfare.” 

All this is right to the point. Our lecturers tell 
us that where the model Freethought paper is taken 
there. they find interest, enthusiasm, helpfulness. 
The Liberal who does not take and read at least 
one good Freethought paper is not a well-informed 
Liberal. He cannot be, fot the one all-sufficient 
reason that no other class of papers can giv him the 
news of the Liberal, religiously progressiv world. 
At all events, no other does. No other papers can 
keep him in touch with the vanguard of the army of 
liberty. No others are vigilant to warm him of the 
- encroachments of theological meddlers and tyrants. 


the Sundaj ifolocli is the — king of Amer- 
iod. tiverywi ere the jaw-riakers dre prostrating 
theinselvs in the dist at thé fett of the hideous 
idol, while the people crowd insanely about, dager 
to lay their most precious liberties in its out- 
stretched arms, to pass thence into the flaming hell 
of its com passionless bowels. The Canadian par- 
liament is seemingly ready to surrender to the 
riests of Moloch; and if it does there ean be no 
oubt that our Congress will be encotitaged thereby 
to go in the same evil way. A bill is now before 
the Canadian parliament, and has already passed 
its second reading in the lower house, which forbids 
“the publishing of Sunday newspapers, the run- 
, ning of local freight or passenger trains and excur- 
sions, either by railway or Steamer, and requires the 
closing of the government canals, from 6 a.m. to 
9 r.m. on Sunday." This infamous measure in some 
respects out-Herods the Kyle bill. Of course the 
Canadian Presbytefiaiis are éagerly working for 
the adoption of the bill, so as to stop “the increas- 
ing Sabbath desecration,” as the Christian States- 
man puts it. This is not on the hypocritical plea 
of “rest,” you will see, but frankly for religious 
ends; that is, for priestly emoluments. What are 
the Canadian Freethinkers and Jews doing in this 
crisis? Secular Thought could make a determined 
fight, 


There seems to be a number of Comstocks and 
Ühsses i Glasgow. We learn in the news of the 
day that the chief constable lately visited the pic- 
ture sellers of that city of piety and strong whisky 
and ordered them not to display for sale several 
Íamous masterpieces of art, among them these: 

tc he Bath of Physche,” by Sir Frederick Leighton ; 

“ Diana and Endymion,” by George F. Watts; “A Visit 
to Esculapius,” by A. J. Poynter; ‘‘Syrinx,” by Arthur 
Hacker, and ‘‘ Orpheus” and ‘‘ The Judgment of Paris,” 
by 8. J. Solomon, 


The “New Orthodoxy” has for its shibboleth 
this: « The human body is shameful and corrupt- 
ing ; whoever paints or sculptures it is 9 Jascivious 
knaye, and whoever beholds the picture or gtatue is 
gn the road to hell without a return ticket.” This 
miserable sentiment is a survival Í of the blighting 


The chances are ten. 


Catholics. got 80 latge aii amount, WIN E uL. Im ey ea ER that the inti naturen of medieval Christianity. That was 
Protestants received only that « insignificant sum,"|a form of morbid insanity and not until we hav 


ee 


outgrown the last trace of its influence shall we be 
healthy and sane. Comstock and these Glasgow 
censors remind us of the monk of the Middle Ages 
who refused to carry his mother across a stream 
lest, touching her, his soul should be contaminated, 
Of course, he was already unspeakably filthy in both 
body and mind. 


sc ECT REPRE 

_A writer in one of the dailies describes the expo- 
sitions now open in Antwerp, Lyons, Milan and San 
Francisco. Much is said of the scientific and in- 
dustrial displays at these places. Then he adverts 
to the Paris exposition which will be opened in 1900, 
and tells us something of the preparations made for 


that great event. He closes with these words: 


“ Mankind has been notified of its approach in order 
that the whole world may get ready for the ‘ inauguration 
of the twentieth century,’ which, it is hoped, will be the 
most glorious century since the creation of Adam." 

: Now, what in the name of history, science and 
common sense has the “creation of Adam” to do 
with an exhibition of the products of human inven- 
tion and labor? . Hvery person of education and 
intelligetice, including the writer of the article in 
question, knows that the “creation of Adam” is as 
purely mythical as the loves and wars of the Greek 
divinities. Why all this deceiving cant? Why this 
perpetual reference to a legend as though it were a 
verifiable and verified event? Why this masking of 
the lie in the garments of history? Cannot men 
write of the affairs of the people of this world and 
of to-day without making a parenthetical apology to 
the shades of the dead ages for daring to mention 
the triumphs of labor and learning which hav driven 
prinitive concepts out of the minds of the leaders 
of the race, and substituted the printing press for 
the rack, the electric motor for the stake? 


By the consensus of opinion of the more intelli- 
gent frietids of the labor cause on the Pacific Coast 
Carl Browne is no credit to that eause, and his talk 
about being à reincarnation of “Christ” is very 
wearylüg, But what ean we expect when the report- 
ers and editors potsist it designating that talk as 
«blasphetious”? So long as the people pay for 
papers which teks for granted that there is stich a 
thing as “blasphemy ‘go lotig will there be Carl 
Brownes to take advantage of that ignorance and 
make money and gain notoriety by posing as 
« Christe " aud uttering such “ blasphemies ” as the 
penny-a liners discover in the speeches and procla- 
mations Gf Browne. When Browne was up for 
sentence in Washington the other day he compared 


the jury which convicted him to those Who ate said | 


to hav crucified Jesus, whereat the correspondents 
raised their hands in horror, rolled their eyes in 
simulated piety, and shrieked in chorus, “ Blas- 
phemy!" Granted that such man as Jesus was 
crucified for the offense alleged by the Bible writers, 
what then? Only this: A man was unjustly con- 
demned. ‘This is what Browne claims was done in 
his case. He compated the two events and the 
persons responsible for the wrongs committed. 
Where was the “blasphemy” 1 There was none, of 
course. The reportorial barnstormiers were merely 
playing to the gallery gods. It was probably 
thought that such a charge would create prejudice 
against the adventurer in the minds of the ultra 


pious. 


a ii 

‘tthe Paine celebration is near at hand, and as 
this is the last issue of Tue Taurs Szexzr that will 
reach cur readers before the 30th, the Brooklyn 
Philosophical Association wishes all to know what 
a treat isin store for those who attend. As they 
hav chartered a special train which will leave the 
Grand Central Depot, New York, on May 30th at 
12.30 r.m., every one is asked to be at the station 
before that time, so that all may go together. To 
those who may not be acquainted with New York 
we will say that the Grand Central Depot may be 
reached by taking the Third avenue elevated cars 
and getting off at Forty-second street. As to the 
speakers: Henry Rowley, President of the Associa- 
tion, will manage affairs and speak in his usual 
prilliant, witty, “and captivating manner. 


Samuel 
P, Putnam has written & poem for the occasion; 
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Thaddeus B. Wakeman, always scientific and posi- 
tiv, will deliver an oration; Joseph Warwick, logical 
and serious, will try to outdo himself on this great 
occasion, and Wilson Macdonald will do his share 
to amuse and instruct. Round trip tickets, 50 cents. 


Every person who goes is requested to take some 


flowers with which to help decorate the monument 
of Thomas Paine. 
to the exalted worth of the man whose memory we 
revere. 
eloquent as the words of the orator, as J joseph 
Warwick well says. 
matter, and make this celebration the greatest and 
grandest ever held. 


Thus each silently pays a tribute 
Your presence will be a testimony as 


Let us do our best in the 


The Parne Mxwoniar, Nowszs (June 2d) is being 


largely ordered for distribution. There is yet time, 
if you hurry in your orders, to secure a supply. 
The number will be copiously illustrated and will 
contain a great variety of the very best reading 
matter pertaining to Paine, his life and work. It 
will embrace commendations of the character and 
services of the Author-Hero, from the pens of his 
contemporaries and of writers of later times, selec- 
tions from his works, original poems by Geo. 
E. Macdonald and Samuel P. Putnam, and much 
other excellent mental sustenance. 
ment on page 336. 


See advertis- 


Here is what one of our most intelligent and 


helpful Freethinkers thinks of the Mzxwonran Num- 
BER: 


Dear Mr. MacpoNanp: *''Order now” is good Anglo- 


Saxon; at any rate, short and to the point. And when it 
refers to your special Tuomas Parwm Mumoriav to be 
issued June 2d, Iam in it at once, and for a round one 
hundred copies. 


You shall hav the little list. 
Now, pardon my presumption, Friend Reader, but may 


I ask hav you made up your little list? I fancy Mr. Mac- 
donald is just looking right at you. He is ready and 


smiling. Send him the stamps and names. 

It does seem not any will neglect this chance; not one 
who happens to know how this good, honest name has 
been vilified from one generation to another. Sound the 
tocsin for justice, justice, justice! Be it your duty to 
make these defamers reap what they hav infamously sown. 


A whirlwind on their baseless calumnies! 


One extra copy if no more. Place it. Let it bear tes- 
timony! The truth stands firm. It will prevail. Try 
to speed that day. 

Again, your papers, should they not. hav your loyal 
support? Surely. Yours truly, Lovis LEVINE. 


No church is tolerant when it has the power to 
be safely intolerant. Religionists coo as softly as 
doves when they are in a hopeless minority, but giv 
them the reins of state and they become ravening 
eagles, fierce of eye and “red in beak and claw.” 
In the United States the Roman Catholic church 
has much to say about religious liberty and the 
fraternity of acceptors of divergent creeds, but in 
Nicaragua another note is sounded. Recently 
when the colporteurs of the American Bible Society 
reached the city of Leon they found the following 
notice posted: 
` & The wolf of Protestantism has found its way into the 
Catholic flock. A minister of the sect of Luther and 
Voltaire is in Lieon, accompanied by various mercenaries, 
who are busy selling in the streets Protestant Bibles and 
a false book of the gospels. Do not buy these books, 
Christians. Scorn these propagandists of a sect divorced 
from the Catholic church of Jesus Christ, divorced from 
the truth, and which is resolved on depriving us of the 
most precious legacy received from our forefathers. Do 
not allow your religion to, be harmed by these knight- 
errants of evil. Let us hurl them away. No law author- 
izes their coming here to dechristianize us. Liberty of 
worship does not exist here, and these peddlers of adult- 
erated Bibles are of a foreign flock, Nicaragua belongs 
to God; Protestantism to the devil. Away with them. 

“N, B. —Acoording to the laws of the church anyone 
who keeps these books incurs excommunication. All who 
hav copies ought to destroy them or deliver them to the 
churchcourt. Moreover, all persons incur excommuniea- 
tion who directly protect these Lutheran adventurers in 
their work or listen to their preaching.” 

The “sect of Luther and Voltaire " is gently com. 
mended to the Protestant brethren hereabouts. 
But the Nicaraguan Catholics are right in one thing : 
The coming of the Protestant is the beginning of 
«dechristianization. It is a far cry from St. 
Augustine and the popes to Bichner, Bradlaugh, 
and Clifford, and between those heresiarchs of faith 
and unfaith Luther, Wesley, and Briggs, the 
apostles of hybridism, stumble doubtingly and 


deviously along. 
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Wanted—More Subseribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Taz Trura Szxxer. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tuz TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “ They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us fouz 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
cent work free. Those who send the club before 
the book is on the press will be enrolled among the 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribera we will offer them as a premium either of 
two splendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comieally Illustrated," or W. S. Bell’s “ Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one of 
the other. Either one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 
works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Taz Trur Srrxer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 


the Liberal cause. 
—— QE —— 

Oh, the gentle amenities of Christian journalism! 
Here is the Christian Advocate, of Richmond, re- 
ferring to the eminent Presbyterian divine, Dr. J. 
H. Barrows, the chief promoter of the World's Par- 
liament of Religions, as “the Rev. Balaam Barrows,” 
and accusing him of being “a specimen of the mod- 
ern Iscariot, selling his soul and his Savior for 
shekels of silver.” Next appears the Presbyterian, 


of Philadelphia, alluding, with grave courtesy and 
gentlemanly refinement, to Monsignor Satolli as 
“the Imperial Dago”! How fraternal and polite! 


** And his [Gladstone’s] religion—so deep, so pervad- 
ing, so obvious, so instinctiv in him—seems to go back, 
far behind all the man’s questions and perplexities. It is 
utterly undisturbed. It springs out of the natural convic- 
tions of the heart, with that simplicity and directness which 
belong to those who hav never traveled far from God. It 
is not the religiousness to which & man has fought his 
way by desperate struggles; but rather the religiousness 
which would be our natural habit, if only we had kept 
our first freshness."— Canon Soott- Holland. : 

“Freshness” is good, decidedly pat. “If only 
we had kept our first freshness,” Canon Scott- 
Holland and Mr. Gladstone would never hav got 
beyond the intellectual and ethical status of the 
Australian Bushman, nay, they would be treading 
paths of development behind those of the Chim- 


panzee. 


A boy living in Brooklyn writes to the World 
that the prohibition of Sunday ball playing is the 
torment of his life. He says that he works six days 
and Sunday is his only time for outdoor life and 
recreation. If he plays in a vacant lot he runs the 
risk of being grabbed by the police, put in a cell, 
and held for trial Monday morning. This makes 
him late for his work and he may be discharged. 
If he plays in the street he incurs the same dangers. 
If he hangs around the corners he may be arrested 
for lounging. He sarcastically observes that he 
surmises that the good people want him in church 
all day Sunday so he can be at liberty and not out 
in the street where he might fall into the hands of 
the police and be imprisoned. Of course the 
Sunday-law zealots are indifferent to all the suffer- 
ing they cause by their irrational laws, and.geem too 
blind to see that they are simply recruiting the 
armies of vagabondage and crime. 


Many of our contemporaries persist in giving 
currency to the story that W. C. P. Breckinridge 
was the leading counsel for the prosecution in the 
trial of Professor Briggs for heresy. He had noth- 
ing to do with that trial. It was a relativ of his 
who on that occasion led the attack on the “higher 
criticism,” and God killed him for it; that is, he 
died the same day, and as not even an English 
sparrow can fall without God’s connivance, and as 
he “doeth all things well,” there can be no doubt 
that he slew Lawyer Breckinridge, and for some 
good purpose; probably as an “awful example ” to 
the old fogies of orthodoxy. As to W. C. P. B., it 
is equally clear that he is a special favorit of “Le 
Bon Dieu’s,” for does not “the Bible” say that 
* whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth”? In Miss 
Pollard’s fate we see another verification of the truth 
of “Holy Writ,” wherein it is declared that “it is 
impossible but that offenses will come [to Brother 
Breckinridge] but woe unto him [or her] through 
whom they come.” 


One Anthony Comstock, an unsavory character 
of this city, has just broken out in one of his un- 


governable “must” spells, like the late Tip of the 


Central Park menagerie, under the operation of the 
law of like causes and like effects. He is the censor 
of our literature and art, and his present pet antip- 
athy is Fielding’s classic, “Tom Jones,” which he 
declares must no longer be sold. The New York 
Times tremblingly deprecates the contemplated 
vandalism, taking care to prepare the way for its 
mild criticism by considerable probably insincere 
and certainly ridiculous talk about the spy’s good 
intentions and his general “well-doing” and “ well- 
deservings.” There is much of this nauseatin 
stuff in the Zimes editorial which we will not weary 
our readers by reproducing, but we hav to agree 
with it in its statement that * more literary knowl- 
edge and taste" should be possessed by a censor. 
Confessedly Comstock is not blessed by a modicum 
of either. The Times cites the fact that James 
Russell Lowell thought so well of “Tom Jones” as 
“to deliver in Westminster Abbey a eulogy upon 
its author, which was heard with satisfaction by an 
assemblage of the most distinguished and cultivated 
Englishmen.” The 77mes adds: 


‘The awful dilemma is presented to us that either Mr. 
Lowell was a perverter of youth or Mr. Comstock does 


not know much about literature. It would be very inter. 
esting to know upon what grounds he justifies the sup. 
pression of Fielding, while he permita the English Bib]e 
and Shakspere to be gold without even a protest.” 

Why he does this is very clear; he dare not attack 
the Bible, because it is the Christian’s fetich, and 
Shakspere has too many friends among all classes 
to make it an inviting object of persecution. Com. 
stock’s love of virtue is not fanatical; he has no de- 
sire to assault a superior force, nor an equal force, 


Liverpool is not adding anything to her fame 
lately, although her city council is succeeding in 
making her notorious for bigotry, as she was already 
for “drink, prostitution,.and rowdyism,” as the 
Freethinker phrases it. The Liverpool branch of 
the National Secular Society wanted the. Annual 
Conference of the Society held in Liverpool this 
year, and they needed a larger hall for the evening 
session than the one where they meet regularly. 
So they applied for the use of Picton Lecture Hall, 
on the usual terms, that hall being town property, 
On former occasions Hanley and Birmingham -had 
allowed their town halls to be used by the Secular 
Society. But the Library Committee refused the 
application. Then the president of the Branch, Mr. 
L. Small, complained to the city council, while a 
Mr. Stafford begged the council to sustain the © 
committee. The newspapers published Mr. Staf- 
ford’s letter in full but refused to giv a word of the 
Freethinker’s. The refusal to let the Secularists 
hav the hall was based on the plea that it would not 
do to consent to suck a profanation of the Sabbath! 
When the matter came before the city council Mr. 
Taggart, an Irishman and a Roman Catholic, moved 
an amendment to the committee's adverse report. 
He said there was no reason why the. Secularists 
should not hav the hall, upon payment of the usual 
charge. He made a strong speech in support of 
his amendment. It was hypocrisy of the worst 
kind, he said, to refuse the society the use of the 
hall on Sunday, but to permit them to hav it on any 
other day. His motion was rejected by a vote of 
thirty-four to five. Even the Unitarians refused to 
giv the Freethinkers fair play. What are the les- 
sons of this? One, certainly, should be: perfectly 
clear to all, and that is, that we must judge men by 
what they do, not by what they profess. We can 
not, in justice, run amuck among the members of 
any particular church. Service of liberty is the 
paramount consideration and the title to respect. 


A Dogmatic Reminiscence. 


The division of the Presbyterian church in 
America took place in 1838. The old-school party 
excinded a portion of the new-school churches for 
heresy.. In the winter of 1839-40:I boarded in the 
house of the Rev. James I. Ostrom, pastor of a new; 
school Presbyterian church in New York city. He 
was & delegate to the General Assembly in Philadel- 
phia when the rupture occurred. I heard him de- 
scribe the scene. A resolution was before the body 
enunciating the Calvinistic dogmas. The object 
was to corner the Northern new-school heretics. A 
champion of the latter party arose, and in manifest 
irony said: 

** Mr. Moderator, I move to amend the resolution by 
adding thereto the following: 

**1, Men are punished for Adam's sin. 

**9. Man has no ability to serve God, and 

**3. The atonement is limited to the elect.” 

Up rose-the most distinguished old school mem- 
ber, Robert J. Breckinridge D. D., father of Con- 
gressman Breckinridge of Kentucky, and said: 

‘*Mr. Moderator, the amendment proposed embodies 


cardinal doctrins of our church, which we are ali bound 
to maintain." 


Washington, D. C. W. H. Bure. 


ea gE 

It is a good thing for modern civilization that 
curiosity is not now punished as formerly by chang- 
ing inquirers into pillars of salt. In that event 
salt would be a drug on the market and brains 
would be as rare as they were when the angels 
rode winged horses to fight the devil. 

a 

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine understanding.” sayeth our dear 
heavenly father. Only Infidels do that. If any of 
us question any of the dear Lord’s methods of com- 
pelling people to glorify him we are liable to make 
him mad and thus bring a famin or flood, or cholera, 
or some other terrible judgment upon the whole 
neighborhood. 
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. The Gods Under Fire. 


If the universe has & godhead, he is not under 


fire. The man-made gods are those to whom our 


criticism relates, and all others are not in terms of 
affirmation or negation by us. 
and the three Christian's gods with one head are 
one and the same. They are allied in the sacred 
book from whence we derive our information of 
them. These are the gods whom we impeach. 


These gods are clothed with attributes such ag. 


render them perfect in every particular. They are 
setforth by their devotees in the drapery of infinit. 
power, wisdom, and goodness. If such gods stand 
out at the head of this universe thus invested, then 
this universe, controled by them, invites criticism 
under their management; and in this criticism we 
convict these gods of all which has written the his-. 
tory of this world in the terms of misery. Every 
page of written and unwritten history will empha.: 
size an impeachment of the most criminal character’ 
against these gods. Can a rational basis be con- 
ceived upon which we can explain a single chapter: 
in the life of the race on this globe under the guid-: 
ance of these gods which does not imply crimi- 
nality? The entire plan and method of this world 
in the light of infinit power, wisdom, and goodness 
is a burlesque upon these so-called Divine attributes. 
No one fact can be cited which is not in direct con-. 
tradiction to the possession of any such distin- 
guishing attributes such as are assigned to these 
gods—nothing in the universe which for a moment 


will sustain this absurd claim. We convict these’ 


gods upon the plea that the world which they hay 
created flatly denies that it came from any such 
source, guided by the aforesaid attributes, seeing 
that the. creation itself reveals no indication that 
any such marks are written upon it which even: 
suggest any such origin. Infinit power is not 
manifest. Infinit wisdom is nowhere to be seen, 
but quite otherwise. Much less is there any indi- 
cation of infinit goodness. A plea may entreat for 
the eternal fitness of things, but in that fitness, if it 
has any existence at all, it nowhere suggests either 
of these attributes. "We see no such thing, no 
such image anywhere, or anything in nature or life. 
No such thought is ever intimated by anything we 
see, feel, or hear in natureor in the life of any form 
or forms upon this globe. When we come to 
specialize, we will see with still greater force how 
infamously absurd are all of the pleadings made in 
the interest of such a God or Gods, with the attri- 
butes which hav been assigned to them. Legitimate 
criticism will leave no place for a doubt to hang 
upon that this world is managed by no such per- 
sonality or power such as we find ignorant and 
superstitious devotees claiming. The bill of in- 
dictment which we make against these gods, these 
man-made gods—and in our necessary limitations 
we can know no others—is this: The fundamental 
attributes with which the Jewish and the Christian 
gods are invested are those which we hav named, 
and also several others, which this criticism does not 
require us to mention. If those named can be vin- 
dicated, the remainder will also be vindicated. 
These attributes are predicated of these gods—and 
their rights must be in harmony with these predica- 
tions—hence it is that we submit the following 
facts to the readers of this paper for their candid 
meditation. What is there in nature which can for 
& moment claim an existence under such provisions 
as these attributes imply? Nature's revelations 
hav no ethics, no morality, no value weighed in the 
scale of virtue. But these atiributes must of strict 
necessity invest everything under their control with 
ethical and moral value. But when this world and 
_ the things which are in it are seen in the light of a 
critical analysis, we find at every step evidence 
which demands an impeachment of him invested 
with these attributes. A criminal intent, or want 
of intention, is everywhere manifest in this world. 
No field of investigation or thought which does not 
set forth in the strongest terms possible misman- 
agement and misrule; nothing that will justify the 
inference that a being as defined in the possession 
of these attributes has anything to do with the 
management of this world. 
` Upon the hypothesis of infinit power, wisdom, 
and goodness, what impressiv lessons this world in 
which we liv suggests! Recognized .as a home for 
rational beings such as we are, it is in almost every 
particular supremely unsuited for such beings. 
Take it as it was when man first came upon it, what 
a horrid place for the rearing of men, women, and 
babes! Torn and wracked by its own convulsions 
for millions of years, rendering large areas of it un- 
inhabitable through their eternal cold, while other 
regions are filled with death and pestilential vapors 
through their overburdening heat—where gestation 
of vipers, loathsome and slimy reptils, venomous 
crawling and flying forms, is going on until the 
hour of parturition comes, and then the sir is filled 


The Jewish god 


with miasma, and these disgusting creatures join 
with the gods in the offering. onim 
insult to the dignity of man when he is advised that 
this world was made for his abode! These rocky, 
barren wastes, impassable deserts, and swampy, im- 
penetrable wildernesses full of disease in all places 
accessible to man, waiting his coming! Poisonous 
vines and shrubs, thorns, briers, weeds and thistles; 
flies to torment; bugs, snakes, serpents, and bloody 
teeth to bite, to slay and devour those for whom 
this home was made! 

Only a small part of this earth is fit for the habi- 
tation of human beings. It is an insult to man to 
offer him the world as his home with the plea that 
a God of infinit power, wisdom, and goodness cre- 
ated it—a gift which dignity spurns. But then, 
probably it was as good as the idea the gods enter- 
tained of the men, women, and babes they intended 
to place uponit. ‘There were thousands of years 
of savage men under divine guidance before a de- 
cent or civilized man appeared. The gods hav ever 
shown a preference for barbarians. They hav had 
about a thousand savages to one civilized person, 
and I think that if they had had their way this 
world would still be without a decent man or woman 
in it. If a civilized man or woman had been in the 
mind of the Infinit, it does not seem that two or 
three hundred thousand years should hav been 
given to savagery before one was produced. But 
he is here in spite of the gods, and he is here to 
stay until nature decides his destiny. 

Could these things hav been, had infinit power, 
wisdom, and goodness been on duty? How could 
this world hav had a savage history to fill every age 
of sentient life if the pleadings of superstition are 
true? The historic life of man upon this globe is 
offered in evidence against a management of his 
career under the enthronement of these attributes. 
The life of man is an impeachment of the infinit 
power, wisdom, and goodness of the gods. Think 
of the billions of human beings in the suffering and 
torturing centuries, the dreadful calamities that hav 
crossed the pathway of man, the awful agonies 
which hav been endured by him and which can 
not be stated in the terms of human speech. The 
brain becomes weary and the eyes fill with tears as 
in thought we confront the dreadful history of hu- 
man woe and misery. How the heart of sympathy 
is wrung as we think our way through the terrible 
past, so filled with grief and sorrow, wailings and 
deep despair; pleadings for help; hungry, starving 
famishing, dying for want of bread; tearful, be- 
seeching eyes, longing for a word of love or kind- 
ness; battling against the foam and dash af the 
fatal wave; fleeing for life from the fangs of God's 
venomous reptils and the bloody teeth of his wild, 
voracious beasts. Man cries aloud for help, for the 
howling tornado has torn to atoms the home of his 
wife and babes, but the cry is unheard, or heard 
only by his fellow-sufferers. Gods do not follow 
up their desolations with mercy. On the trail of 
his destroying angels, Tempest and Flood, swift 
follow plague, pestilence, and famin. How useless 
it is to repeat the story of a divine reign manifest- 
ing infinit power, wisdom, and goodness, in the face 
of life's history upon this globe! No rational crea- 
ture unbound by superstition can for a mement en- 
tertain the thought that a God of love and tender- 
ness could see all this misery and not die of a 
broken heart. The sorrow of such a sight would 
cause him to weep out his infinit eyes or to become 
a raving maniac. No life of love and sympathy 
could survive the horrid sight, seen at a glance, of 
all that humanity has suffered. 

If such a God exists, invested with the attribues 
named, he stands impeached, convicted, and con- 
demned for the violation of every principle of just- 
ice known to man. He is an ethical and moral im- 
becil. Not a single element of right, honor, or 
equity is anywhere to be seen in the history of his 
relations to the human race, or to any form of life 
upon this globe. A world constructed upon the 
plan that one half of sentient life must be sacrificed 
to sustain the other half is evidence, which cannot 
well be strengthened, against the notion of rule by 
anyone having the attributes of power, wisdom, and 
goodness. No speech can be invented to express 
the infamy of such & creation. Any system which 
admits of a parasite doomed by the terms of its ex- 
istence to feed on the quivering flesh, tissues, bones, 
ligaments, and fibers of human beings—planting 
therein the seeds of sickness and death, and the 
susceptibility of an organism to yield tc its disad- 
vantage to any form of force or life which may in- 
vade it—all arrangements whereby conditions are 
fixed in the terms of its existence so as to necessi- 
tate direct or indirect harm to any other form of 
sentient life, is criminal in the eyes of either infinit 
or finite wisdom and goodness. All pain, direct or 
indirect, in a world ruled by such potencies as are 
under consideration must, in the nature of all that 


is moral and just, be criminal—supremely and infi- 
nitly criminal. 
It is founded upon unimpeachable testimony, and 
the gods themselvs must say, “So mote it be.” 


No pleadings can alter this verdict. 


Every tear of sorrow, every quivering nerve that 


feels the touch of pain, is an impeachment of this 
supposed ruler to whom millions pay the homage of 
fear. Every thrill of pain which passes under the 
eye of consciousness is an impeachment of heaven'a 
high decree. Every felony, every form of evil, all 
misdeeds which hav made history criminal, confront 
him who rules, and he is held by every principle of 
justice known to man to be the criminal, and the 
only criminal, for all human transgressions come 
through his connivance. All-power, wisdom, and 
goodness cannot allow sin, wrong, harm, pain, sor- 
row, or accident to enter the portals of a universe 
where those attributes are enthroned. But the fact 
that all these things which are deplorable do exist 
in the life of our race is strong demonstrativ evi- 
dence that no such gods with such. attributes lie 
behind the phenomena of the universe. All those 
who come with homage to the pseudo-sovereign 
whom they hav enthroned are but making offerings 
that are the gifts of ignorance and superstition. 


“Infinit power, wisdom, and goodness” must 


withdraw from the universe in good order, or if they 
remain we hav the right to demand the withdrawal 
from this universe of all that is not in harmony 
with them. Hence there should be no more sor- 
row, no more harm, no more weeping, no more sin, 
no more evil; no poisonous vapors to inhale, no 
venomous reptils or bloody teeth; no more ills and 
sickness, pain and death; no more deadly cold or 
destructiv heat; no odors but those which create a 
sense of delight; no filth; no bitter or nauseating 
flavors; no violation of the highest artistic, culti- 
vated taste ; no abnormalities, no cripples, no mon- 
strosities—no museums which torture the sense 
of the beautiful; no necessities forced upon a hu- 


man structure which implies filth and sickening 
smells. There would be no impurities, naught 
which can offend the finest sense of fitness. The 
entire universe must be in perfect harmony; no 
discord anywhere. Such must be the condition of 
& universe ruled by infinit power, wisdom, and 
goodness. It may be said that this cannot be, we 
must hav contrast. This is the proverb of a world 
such as we liv in, but such & proverb could not ex- 
ist in & universe ruled by the attributes named. 
If the Gods could not make a universe thus perfect, 
then they are not infinit in power, wisdom and 
goodness. No man or woman living is so bad that 
had that person infinit power, wisdom, and good- 
ness he or she would not hav just such a world as 
I hay described, free from pain and sorrow, and full 
of joy. Put a mother, invested with these attri- 
butes—infinit power, wisdom, and goodness—upon 
the throne of the universe, and what a wonderful 
change would soon come across the life of all men, 
women, and children! Is it possible to imagin for 
a moment that she would people it with her chil- 
dren under conditions such as the gods hav made 
for their children? The universe controled by her 
would be like the one we hav set forth; free from 
pain, anguish, and sorrow; no broken hearts, no 
brains tortured into despair; no one dying for 
want of care, nor want of bread ; no one cast out— 
followed by a flaming sword—upon whom vengeance 
is taken; no, none of these, but a universe full of 
joy and happiness. No one cast off, lost or for- 
gotten, none so created that they would ever think 
or do & wrong. Happiness would fill all hearts and 
all that is sentient would feel the thrill of joy in the 
life and conditions which the mother gave; none 
would go astray, none would be lost, not one in 
need of redemption ; no place for the crucifixion of 
an innocent being whom the gods had forsaken in 
the greatest extremity; no temptation, no possibil- 
ity for such a deed; devils and hells could not find 
their way into a universe ruled by a mother having 
infinit power, wisdom, and goodness. But the 
student of nature released from the idea that be- 
hind nature infinit power, wisdom, and goodness 
lie, hag no diffieulty in solving the problem of life 
in the light of the revelations which nature has 
made of itself in our lives, with our joys and sor- 
rows, for the very same reason that nature has 
neither virtue or vice; she has no ethical laws; has 
neither pain nor joy; in her evolution she has in her 
designless method evolved forms of matter with a 


‘sense of discrimination termed moral and immoral. 


J. H. Burnuam. 


One of the most improbable tales in the Bible 
is the one wherein Samson is accused of catching 
five thousand foxes and tying their tails together 
with firebrands to burn up his neighbor’s barley. 
If they moved at all when in that ridiculous 
position, one or the other would hav to be dragged 
backward. The story sounds fishy. 
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‘Observations. 


Congressman Bourke Cochran, a nativ of Ireland 
and a representativ from New York, delivered a 
speech the other day at a Catholic school exhibition 
in this city. In the course of his remarks, which 
were mainly buncombe, he made this statement: 


The Catholic church is the oldest republic in the 
world. She is the mother of republics. 

When I hear a remark like that from a legislator 
I always wonder if he is as dishonest in his official 
capacity as he is when not drawing his per diem; 
for you might as well say that a harem is a nunnery 
as to say that the Catholic church is a republic. It 
is not even a monarchy, nor a theocracy—it is a pa- 
pacy, and its members hav no more to do with 
choosing their representativs than vagrom curs hav 
with the appointing of dog-catchers. The pope is the 
Gerry of that organization. As for the maternal 
relations of the church toward republics, they do 
not: subsist except in the sense that necessity is the 
mother of invention, and the offspring is not legit- 
imate. There are examples known to history where 
the church played mistress to the king, and the 
pollution of both was such that the people upset 
throne and altar at one effort, and republics arose 
over the ruins. Jn our sort of government the rul- 
ers are supposed to derive their powers from the 
governed, while the pope claims to get his authority 
from the holy ghost. It is true thatin making this 
claim his holiness is talking through his mitre, but 
such is the theory of papal government. Bourke 
Cockran’s notion of a republic was probably ac- 
quired from observation of the system prevailing in 
Tammany Hall, which is the political wing of the 
Roman Catholic church in New York. 


fastened to the parapet.” 
bridge. 


fire. 
nal glory! 
and thou didst gain it. 
forever!" 


Could such a thing happen to-day? 


horror. 


dollars or ten days." 
to Russia, married, and raised a family. 


youthful indiseretion and his escape. 


sentence equal to life imprisonment. 


eut off the head of La Barre. 


Colonel Breckinridge continues to use the politi- 
cal stump as a confessional box, his apology for his 
conduct in the matter of Miss Pollard being some- 
what less respectable than his original offense. In 
his contest for re-election from the Ashland district 
he is probably giving his hoped-for constituents 
more sacred history than théy ever got from their 
clergymen, though according to last accounts he 
appears to hav exhausted the list of Breckinridges 
of holy writ, and has fallen back on examples from 
hynnology. The people are now by him reminded 
that “while the lamp holds out to burn, the vilest 
sinner may return,” which is said to be good the- 
ology. If, however, he means to apply it in a Con- 
gressional sense, the voters would do well to adopt 
the colored preacher's suggestion and blow out the 
light. Politics is at present loaded with about all 
the religious hypocrisy the traffic will bear. 


dition treaty with Russia, under the terms of which, 


executiv machinery must be set in motion to send 


ernment of the United States has entered into a 
league with the worst tyranny on earth to furnish 
human backs for the Cossack knout. It may be 
diplomacy, but I would like to see every official who 
voted for that treaty driven from office with the same 
instrument of punishment hé has helped to apply 
to men like Rykoff. 


Admitting the veracity of our eyesight, there are 
Freethinkers who believe in the initiativ and refer- 
endum so implicitly that they are not only anxious 
to surrender their liberties to it, but think it proper 
to boycott the minority who hold that in matters of 
opinion one isa majority. Just now it is desired by 
advocates of the above system to submit to a vote 
of the whole people the proposition to amend the 
Constitution by the recognition of God and Christ 
(instead of the aforesaid whole people) as the rulers 
of this nation; that is, they would consent to the 
use of the sovereign power they claim—the ballot— 
to decide that something else is sovereign instead of 
themselvs. Why Freethinkers should want to do 
this is unexplainable. They hav everything to lose 
and nothing to gain, for supposing the amendment 
were rejected they would only hav the Constitution 
as itis now. If it carried they would be disfran- 
chised. Submitting that amendment to vote would 
be, in effect and in fact, putting up the Constitu- 
tion against a worthless dogma, which is not an 
even bet. Secularists would be giving all the odds. 
The proposition is further out of order, for the rea- 
son that whatever rights may belong to the elector, 
the right to vote on the citizen’s belief is not in- 
cluded among them. 

The Freethinkers in the people’s party can make 
themselvs very useful if they choose—not by voting 
on every whim the church desires to engraft upon 
the laws of the country, but by secularizing the plat- 
form of their party and electing Representative and 
Senators accordingly. Thus far all their Represent- 
ativs hav proved to be destitute of sound ideas about 
religious liberty, and a Senator has distinguished 
himself by introducing a Sunday bill. The Free- 
thinking Populist may join the letter-writing corps 
and inform his representativs in Congress that he 
is ashamed of them. 


In his earnest effort to believe, at one and the 
same time, in both free expression and legal repres- 
sion, Mohammed Charles Chilton Moore, the blue 
grass blasphemer, is experiencing the difficulty I 
predicted he would in finding the “congruvial ” 
company which he seeks. As a Prohibitionist he 
has made common cause with the clergymen, but 
now one minister has instigated his arrest for blas- 
phemy, while another publishes a card in the Lex- 
ington papers asking all Christian people to with- 
draw their support and their advertisments from 
his Blue Grass Blade. This makes Moore dis- 
gusted, and under that impulse, says he, “I go to 
speak to a class of people in Cincinnati who call 
themselvs Rationalists, and I am met by a fine 
audience of intelligent looking and handsomely 
dressed ladies and gentlemen. They seemed to be 
largely of the Atheistic school of Infidelity. They 
want me to say as much as possible against religion 
and little as possible for Prohibition, and I found 
the president of the society in a saloon, Sunday 
evening.” This is all he says about Mr. Light. He 
does not tell us whether or not that gentleman ex- 
tended the usual courtesies, or whether the Ohio 
vintage is equal to the Kentuky product. Neither 
does he explain how he happened to be in a saloon 
himself, but he leaves the impression that a person 
other than a Prohibitionist who will visit a hostelry 
on Sunday evening is not good people. But more 
trouble follows. Misfortune is gregarious. Moore 
wrote to Colonel Ingersoll, offering him his case for 
what there is in it, and the colonel replies that ow- 
ing to prior arrangements it will be impossible for 
him to take the case; adding, “I guess you will not 
need much help.” This shatters another of Moore’s 
idols; and he will advise his friends not to patronize 
Colonel Ingersoll any more. Added to the rest, he 
is candidate for Congress on the Prohibition ticket, 
and must be conscious that if his cause is tried on 

- its merits he has about as luminous a prospect of 
getting there as he has of going to the penitentiary. 


I hav several correspondents who inform me in 
confidence that thay are not fully in sympathy with 
Tue Truru Szzxzr because they think the economic 
question is of more importance that the questions 


tion. Iam sometimes tempted to admit that, with 
government so corrupt, so expensiv, so incompetent, 
and so useless, any journal would be justified in 
giving some space to a discussion of how best to 


In his oration on Voltaire, Victor Hugo relates 
the case of a young man named La Barre, who was 
put to torture and death because, “on a day after a 


night of storm and high wind, there was found upon 
the pavement of a bridge an old crucifix of worm- 
eaten wood, which for three centuries had been 
It was proved that on 
the night in question La Barre had crossed the 
During the torture the young man’s bones 
were broken, his executioners cut off one of his 
hands; they then tore out his tongue with iron 
pincers, and cut off his head and threw it in the 
* Then," says Hugo, “then, O Voltaire! thou 
didst utter & ery of horror, and it will be thine eter- 
Then didst thou enter upon the appal- 
ing trial of the past; thou didst plead, against 
tyrants and monsters, the cause of the human race, 
Great man, blessed be thou 


That was one hundred and thirty years ago. 
Not exactly, 
but something about as bad has just occurred in 
Russia, and we hav no Voltaire to utter a cry of 


Thirty-eight years ago, as related by the New 
York World, a Russian boy, Ivan Rykoff by name, 
while intoxicated, carried off the candles of a church 
—an offense which merited a sentence of “ten 
Rykoff was condemned to 
slavery in the Siberian mines. He escaped, returned 
A few 
weeks ago he repeated to somebody the story of his 
It got to the 
police, he was rearrested and has just been sent 
back to Siberia to serve out, under the knout, a 
His judges 
hav not the mercy of the French inquisitors who 
We can still shudder 
over the fate of that young man, but what hav we 
to say about the barbarities inflicted upon Rykoff? 
Officially, nothing; for the government of the 
United States has but recently completed an extra- 


if Rykoff should escape and find refuge in this 
“asylum for mankind,” all our legal, judicial, and 


him back to Siberia. Thus it appears that the gov- 


discussed in these columns, and they would like to |- 
see the paper devote itself to industrial emancipa-. 


abolish it; but when I note that these correspond. 
ents hav not as yet agreed upon any method of 
reform, I am led to reflect upon what a hornets 
nest would be stirred up if a Freethought paper 
should commit itself to any economic doctrin. But 
leaving that out, the only method of governmental 
reform worth advocating must be an extension of 
‘Freethought principles into statecraft. All the 
systems are branches of the parent stem, and none 
of them could get a start without it. Where each 
reformer makes his fatal error is in quitting the 
trunk as unimportant, crawling out on some chosen 
limb, and then sawing it off behind him in order to 
graft it. The result is that all the ground for yards 
around is covered with dead limbs, which the eco. 
nomic reformers tangle themselves up in or use ag 
clubs for one another's heads. I hav a notion 
that if we properly guard, cultivate, and fertilize 
the tree, and do a little judicious pruning amongst 
the limbs and suckers, we can trust to the course of 
nature for the production of desirable fruit. 
Gro. E. Maoponaxp. 


* Four Hundred Years” Free. 

Our readers should not forget that S. P. Put. 
nam's great book, “Four Hundred Years of Free. 
thought," is offered to any one free of cost. All 
that it is necessary to do is to get four new cash 
‘subscribers to Tue Trora Seeker. Put forth a 
little effort, and this matchless volume of history, 
biography, poetry, philosophy, and science, with its 
one hundred and thirty portraits of the apostles of 
Progress, is yours. And your name will go into the 
book if your cash order gets here within the next few 
days. In addition each of yoursubscribers at $3 gets 
as a premiuin a copy of “Old Testament Stories Comi- 
cally Illustrated,” or Bell’s “Handbook of Free- 
thought.” For particulars, see page 923. 

Subscribers for the “400” continue to send in 
their names. Following are the new ones received 
since acknowledgment last week: 


Arkansas.—F. R. Lee. 

California.—Phillip Miller, W. Roy, M. M. Hays, W. 
W. Scott, 

Illinois. —L. W. Clark, Mrs. Luna Monroe Webb, Geo. 
C. Caffee, Henry Walker, J. M. Jean, Wm. Jackson. 

Idaho.—P. H. Brown. L. C. Geerston. 

Indiana.—Frank S. Weaver, Mrs. J. R. Monroe, Mrs. 


Baby Monroe Shelley. 
Iowa.—Geo. K. Donnelly, H. L. Moffatt, JN. New- 


man, Dr. F. L. Warner, Franklin Steiner. ON 

Kentucky.—Geo. R. James, Henry Griesbaum, Miss 
May Collins.  . . ., .. 

Minnesotà.—John Maddox. . 

New York.—Nelson E. Knox, Hiram Wilbur, Samuel 
Page, Edward W. Chamberlain, Mrs. R. S. Brunner. 

Ohio. —E. P. Bly, George E. Light, Samuel Silverman, 
Andrew Hogg, J. H. Hunt. 

Oklahoma. —Ira E. Morton. 

Oregon.—David Wittenberg. i 

Texas.—J. H. Morrow, M.D., D. A. Orvis, Capt. J. E. 
Harvey. . 

Wisconsin.—De Witt C. Priest. 

Washington. —H. P. Anderson. 

Canada.—S. T. Tilley. 


It is too awfully awful that the church cannot 
crush out of human nature all that is healthful, 
cheerful, and decent. But it cannot; even regular 
eaters of human flesh and drinkers of human blood 
cannot, in these days, be kept within the narrow 
limits of enjoyment prescribed by churchly author- 
ity. Ministers themselvs will sometimes go to a 
theater or ride on a Sunday train. Read this: 


** At a meeting of Methodist ministers of Milwaukee an 
attack made on the chureh disciplin was freely applauded 
by thoge present. The clergymen came to the conclusion 
that it would be utterly impossible to administer the letter 
of the church law. If they did they would be in a contin- 
ual row with their congregations. They could not keep 
people away from theaters, circus performances, cards, 
Sunday trains, Sunday newspapers, and the like. Even 
ministers ride on Sunday trains. Some of the speakers 
thought it would be best not to catalog the sins, but to go 
back to the system that existed prior to 1872, when the 
church specified the sins without prohibiting them.”— 
Daily Paper. 

Just think of “church mauling” a man for read- 
ing a Sunday newspaper or riding out to the park 
on Sunday! No wonder that there are so many 
people who hav not become intellectual Freethink- 
ers but yet hav only contempt for the church. 


— 


One of the most exhaustiv family genealogies ex- 
tant is Mr. Darwin's “Descent of Man." While he 
has, perhaps, shown that our ancestors were hardly 
up to our standard, still he has made no “ grass- 
before-sunlight" mistakes which will enable us to 


‘call in question his philosophy. 
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a EEE IIM 
—————————————— 
FREETHOUGHT—PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. 


UU e EE La s caa li 
Proem from ‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 


THE PAST—DRUNO. 


Fair Bruno, looking forth with eyes of fire 
Upon the world's broad scene; beyond the 
sun 
Thy undimmmed glance seems to behold 
the stars, : 
Countless, and rushing through the end- |. 
less space, - [ee 
With opulence of life, as on earth’s breast 
Thyself a star from out the past didst burn, 
Wakening the darkness with resplendent 
course A 
Athwart the centuries of gloom and fear; | . 
Herald of morning, of the happy days, t 
With, sedo breathing in the peaceful |. 
ies; 
With science in the kingly garb of toil, tee 
The green earth paradised with loving | 
hearts. E 
O brave immortal, glorious in the robe 
Which burned thy body into fruitful dust, 
They knew not, that wild horde about thy 


pyre, 
Who knelt and trembled to a god of hate, | - 
And crouched to earth—nor saw its wealth | ~ 
of life ; Res 
They knew not what was in thy dauntless | 


gaze, 

Outsweeping the rude throng and tortur- 
ing heat— 

The wingéd thoughts that all the despot’s 
power 

Could pues not, nor blast with fiercest 
zeal, 

They saw, that shuddering and relentless 
crowd, 

The frail flesh sink in unconfining tomb, 

And vainly triumphed o’er that murdered 


form, 
for from that blackened spot went forth a 
word 
Of wonder, joy, and beauty to all time, 
And millions greet its power and hope un- 
. seathed. 
© martyred Bruno, Science’ fearless path, 
'l'hfoügh fegiotis numberless of earth and sky, 
Makes laurels for thee, and man’s brightest days 
Flow from the moment of thy bitter death. 
In thee the past turns from its darkened course, 
Bursts from the gyves of ignorance and fear, 
Smites down the tyrant from his bloody throne ; 
And as the earth wheels round the golden sun, 
And as the sun speeds through unmeasured realms, 
So doth the mind of man, unmeasured, vast, 
From thy red dawn of death move radiant on, 
In paths of glory broadening to the noon, 


THE PRESENT—INGERSOLL, 


And now the present answers to the past, 

Genius to genius through the wondrous years ; 
Bruno and Ingersoll, and on Time's arch 

What shining names adorn the pregnant space 
From Nolan’s silent ashes to the lips 

That drop the sweetest words that charm the ear— 
The eloquence that ceases not with speech, 

But is immortal music to the mind ! 


Beloved master of the art supreme — 

To language forth the spirit world within ; 

To make words flow with new melodious grace, 
Like waves that beaming break on shores of sense; 
From the vast ocean of unbodied thought 7 

Thy brain hath caught all feeling, all the light 
Ofimageries that fll the poet’s eye ; 


GIORDANO BRUNO. 


The subtlest thoughts of man ; the dim desires 

That warm the savage breast ; the dreams that haunt 

And thrill and glorify the toiler’s task, 

Till beauty springs from labor as the sheen 

Of lily from the sunless water spreads ; 

Thou readest the past, not as the bookworm reads, 

With words and facts strung on a leaden thread, 

But with imagination’s golden power, 

So that the finest effluence of its life, 
Its heroes, martyrs, songs, philosophies, 
Resurgent in the living present breathe, 
Translated in thy miracle of speech 
To heavens of thought, enriching life 

to-day. 

Thus past and present in one glory join 
To make the marvel of our future hope; 
From Bruno’s stake to Voltaire’s radiant 


star, 
To Paine’s clear luster in the storms of 
war, 
To grace and charm of him who gems 
this hour 
With reason wedded to the poet’s strain, 
Whet light has gathered on man’s toil- 
some way, 
What joy and promise as new births 
bloom on | 
THE FUTURE—THE CHILD, 
O babe so beautiful, love’s gracious gift; 
The sweetest jewel of our mortal life, 
The happy dawn upon our sorrows’ path, 
The only tyrant that our hearts enthrone, 


E The only monarch we obey and bless ! 


O heir of ages, and the future’s glass 

In which we see the splendors yet to be: 

The tiny prophet of untraveled years ; 

The royal messenger of new domains 

Embosomed in the unborn wealth of 
time 

To-morrow's king, sceptered in weakness 


ear 

We bring to thee the treasures of the 
ast ; 

Thou bring'st to us a thousand treasures 


more. 
For all the boundless future is thy realm, 
Thine eyes are gates into the deeps of 
time 
Far shining in their clear and wondering 


aZe 5 
In thee are all the imprints of the past— 
The million years of man’s evolving life, 
A thousand generations toiled for thee. 
Poets hay sung and nations hay marched 


on; 
Heroes hav died, and martyrs starred the heavens ; 
The lone discoverer hath watched the night, 

Or toiled across the ocean’s heaving breast, 

Or pierced the chambers of the sea and Jand. 

To make more splendid thy delightfal hour— 

To make thy birth the richest of all time. 

In thee the past and present find their goal, 

The fountain of the hope which jewels life. 

Oh, what were life without thy helpless grace, 

The soft entreaty of thy smiles and tears, 

The beauty exquisit of dainty flesh 

Flushed with the rose tints of thy joyous pulse ? 

O crown of all our toils and all our gains, 

Bear on the song of life to future years. 

Oh, take the blessing of the mighty past ; 

Oh, take the love, the glory of oR 

Whose face is o'er thee tender as thy look, 


Which holds the flower of promis o’er thy brow. 
Grow strong and beautiful and brave and free, 
Fair child, inheritor of sweet renown; 
Make thy bright harvest in the fields of time ; 
Enrich with reason’s light thy mingling path 
With those which front with thine the golden dawn. 
The great heresfter in thy beams we hail ! 
Samcrn P. PUTNAM. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 32 Moroe avenue, 


Tax Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severance Hall, 
421 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.30 P.M. 


J. E. Remssure has been doing some pioneer work 
lately, making a tour by team through the Ozark moun- 
tains of Southern Missouri. 


S. P. Putnam’s lecture appointments; 
Albany, N. Y., May 27th. 
Northport, L. I., June 4th-8th, 


Tur Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 

W. F. Jamson has just closed a course of three lect- 
ures in Merced, Cal., and is now on his way to Park City, 
Utah. He is engaged to deliver courses of lectures also 
in Coalville and Scofield, Utah. Address at Mosca, Col. 


Tar First Secular Church of Portland, Or., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 ». m. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-schoolin same place at 12:30 p. m. 


Tas Manhattan Liberal Olub meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, Now 
York, at 8 o'clock, Program for May: 


May 25th—'''The Three-fold Man." 
Price. 


T. B. Wakeman, Henry Rowley, Samuel P. Putnam, 
and Joseph Warwick, so far constitute the speakers 
for the Paine Celebration at New Rochelle on May 30th. 
There will be others, and a splendid and lively pro- 
gram may confidently be expected. 


Tan Women’s LIBERAL LzgAGuz, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'elock, Admission free, All are 
welcome. Radical Library open 7.80 to 10 p.m. Pro- 

ram for sire 

ay 29th—‘* Woman in Journalism," Mrs. T. H. Symon, 

Sec. U.L.L. 


Tux Brooklyn Philosophical Association holds meetings 
every Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Busi- 
ness College, South Highth street, between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues. Program of lectures for May: 


May 27th—‘‘ A Study of Shelley," Henry Rowley. Con- 
cluding meeting; report of season’s work; vocal and 
instrumental music. 

May 30th, Decoration Day—Paine Celebration at New 
Rochelle. Tickets, including railroad fare, 50 cents, 
Tickets are exchangeable for railroad ticket to New 
Rochelle and return by special train of the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford R. R. Co., which will leave 
Grand Central Depot at 12.30 ».w. The return ticket 
from New Rochelle will be good on any train during 
the day. ‘Tickets for sale at the Truth Seeker office. 


Iris not very often that the Brooklyn Philosophical 
Association bas the opportunity, as it had last Sunday 
afternoon, of listening to a clergyman denouncing relig- 
ion of every kind and preaching doctrins that are, to the 
Materialist, the hight of absurdity. Rev. F. E. Mason 
spoke on **'The Science of Life.” He said that any re- 
ligion that demands faith and tries to subordinate the 
mind is the offspring of imbecility. He thought trouble, 
sickness, and death unnecessary if men would only rise 
above the physical and be the controlers of their minds, 
and that everything there is exists only through the mind, 
The mind is the cause of everything. ‘‘I exist through 
my mind, and I know you exist because T exist, but as 
soon as I do not exist you do not exist.” This is the sum 
total of his panty. The audience appreciated such a 
change of intellectual diet. 


Here is a coincidence, Last Friday night, at the 
Manhattan Liberal Olub, Dr. Isaac Hull Platt lectured 
on ** Walt Whitman, the Prophet of Democracy." Dur- 
ing the time the lecturer sp ke on the frank, honest, re- 
bellious, and lovable poet, the elements were exhibiting 
the same rebellious attitnde toward fine weather that 
Walt Whitman did toward established customs and effete 
literary and social laws. It thundered and lightened 
and rained during the whole lecture, revealing in nature’s 
symbolry the refreshing and purifying attributes of Walt 
Whitman. The lecture was very able and delivered ina 
pleasing manner. He showed that he was the prophet of 
democracy, and like all other true and sincere reformers 
had been misrepresented and maligned by the opponents 
of reform, who could glibly denounce, but who never 
read Whitman’s works and never understood the philos- 
ophy that he so eloquently voiced to the world. Despite 
the inclemency of the weather, the hall was well filled, 
a tribute to the great old democratic poet, who sang of 
that grand, all-embracing charity, ‘‘the love of com- 
rades." In the debate following the lecture nearly all 
the speeches were unqualifiedly laudatory of the noble 
author of ‘‘ Songs of the Open Road.” 

‘ su 


Prof. Theo, F. 


According to Tax Teruras Seexer, the devil has 
just presented his bill to the church, and has been 
referred to “Jesus who paid it all.” As Jesus has 
been dead, from all accounts, nearly nineteen hun- 
dred years, his ability to “pay it all” is much in 
question; and, so far as I see, the only recourse 
left his sooty highness is to enter suit in some dis- 
trict court and bring the church to taw. Consider- 
ing the invaluable service he has rendered the 
church, that organization’s attempt to beat him out 
of his hard-earned wages is a piece of contemptible 
meanness, but in full keeping with its past history. 
— Qoóperative Commonwealth. 
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betters of Friends. 


From Several People Who Want “ Four 
Hundred Years.’ 


Jersey Orry, N. J., May 14, 1894. 
Mr. Epnrron: Inclosed find $5 for ** Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
JOHN SNIJER. 


‘Stoux Orry, Ia., May 14, 1894. 
Mr. Epsror: Inclosed find $5 for Put. 
nam's ‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Gro. K. DONNELLY. 


Smırassora, Mp., May 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: [send $5, for which please 
send me ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” and oblige, Yours truly, 
Tuos, F. DIFFENDAL. 


De Rorrzn, N. Y., May 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I hand you $6.50 for re- 
newal of subscription and Putnam’s 
“ Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
W. W. AMES. 


Hriuna, Mont., May 9, 1894. 
Mr. Epor: Inclosed find $5 for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
that is, if you can hav my name in the 
book. H. L, STEPHENS. 


Prarrssura, Mo., May 11, 1894. 
Mr, Eprron: Find herewith $8. Send 
* Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
**The Story Hour," and ** Pictorial Text 
Book." W. E. Dzvarr. 
La Crosse, Wis., May 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inelosed find $6.50 for 
which send me Putnam’s **Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” and renew my sub- 
scription to the paper. 
Wm. D. CULLMANN. 


PnaiwoEToN, Ky., May 7, 1804. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose check for $5 for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
desiring to assist Mr. Putnam in his grand 
work, and hay my name enrolled in the 
work. Yours truly, O. P. ELDRED. 


Leap Hun, ARK., May 10, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5 for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
Wishing you great success in the grand 
work of Freethought, I remain a true and 
stanch friend to Liberalism. F. R. Lez. 


Howicr, QuzBxo, May 7, 1894. 
Mz. Epiror: Please find inclosed $5 for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
Hope it will not be too late for my name to 
be inscribed in it, as that is my principal 
object. Yours, Omas. LaAPEROHE. 


Gunnison, Cor., May 11, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $5 for ''Four 
Hundred Years," etc., as I think from 
what I read about it in Tos TRUTH SEEKER 
it is a good book and I would like to read 
it. Your friend, QHRISTOPHER MILLER. 


Granger, O., May 8, 1894. 
Mr. Epor: Inclosed find $5.40 for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
by Samuel P. Putnam; ‘‘Thumbscrew and 
Rack;” '*The Bible Inquirer;” *'The 
Giant Delusion;’ ‘‘Woman: Four Cen- 
turies of Progress.” Joon W. TURNER. 


Spoxanr, Wasa., May 2, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years." Inclosed find $5. Am 
a regular subscriber to your paper and in- 
dorse the principles it teaches. I can see 
is doing a world of good in this section 
of the country. C. W. Samis, 


Errnisvinng, Miss, May 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I hand herewith $5, for 
which please enter my name on your 
** paid"! subscription list for one copy of 
S. P. Putnam's Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought." Would also request that 
you mail me a copy of your catalog and 

price-list of publications. C. J. Gray. 


Crayon, O., April 30, 1894. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed is $12 for four 
subscribers. Please send the paper for 
one year to each of those named and also 
to each a copy of ** Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” and to myself a 
copy of Mr. Putnam's magnificent book, 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
as per premium offer on second page of 

your paper. George W, Pence, 


Grand Mounn, April 20, 1894. 
Mz. Eprron: Please find $5 for Mr. 
Putnam's book. Leroy Durron. 


ALTON, Iun., April 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5 for ‘* Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
' FREDERIC DAHLSTROM. 


Repmon, Inu., April 16, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed ‘find express 
money order for $5. Please send me 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
: Mark Rowe. 


Hamro, N. D., April 23, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose $6.50, for which 
you will please send me the paper and 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
Davi» WALLACE. 


VALEDA, Kan., April 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $5.50 for 
Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
and fifty cents worth of ‘‘ Lay Sermons.” 
Omas. Gens. 


New Yon, N. Y., May 10, 1894. 
Mz. Evrror: Tnelosed you will find $7, 
$2 for church taxation work, and $5 for 
the forthcoming book of Mr. 8. P. Put- 
nam. Fraternaly, ^ FRED. Konzuy. 


Conway, Kan., April 28, 1894. 
Mr. Evrror: I inclose money order for 
$6.50 for renewal of my subscription for 
one year and Putnam’s ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” J. R. Burns. 


San Josz, CAL., April 20, 1894. 
Mr, Evriror: Herewith is $8 for renewal 
of subscription and **Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” 
For the success of Freethought, 
L. MAGENHEIMER. 


Reno, Nzv., April 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $10 
for two copies of **Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” one for myself and the 
other for H. H. Green. 
JOHN SUNDERLAND, 


Woopsripas, Car., April 7, 1894, 
Mz. Eprror: Find inclosed $8 for one 
year's subscription, ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Feeethought," and "*''Free- 
thinkers’ Text-Book.” Joan Borns. 


Mapuzton, Minn, May 1, 1894. 
Mz. Eprrog: You will find order for 
$8 for TRUTH SEEKER and ''Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought," and do not 
fail to hav my name in the list. 
; M. A. GILMORE. 


NEvINVILLE, Ia., Feb. 11, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $9.10. for 
which please send me '*Thumbserew and 
Rack" and ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought” and mark my subscription 
ahead two years. F. I. GREEN. 


WESTLAKE, La., March 26, 1894. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed please find $10 
for subscription and ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” The other $2 to 
assist our cause in Washington. We must 
not giv up our ship yet. ©. W. Doanz. 


BRANDON, MANITOBA, April 21, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5.25, 
which apply on my subscription for Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER, and send ‘‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” 
Yours truly, D. M. McMimuan. 


Havana, N. Y., May 15, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5 for 
Mr. Putnam’s ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” ‘‘ Procrastination is the 
thief of time,” and ‘‘better late than 
never,” are old sayings. 
Very truly, Neuson E. Knox. 


Dowacrao, Mirom., March 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $7, for which 
send ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” extend my subscription one 
year, and send two copies of. ‘‘Thumb- 
screw and Rack” and three copies of 
** Giant Delusion.” Amos KNAPP. 


Rezavine, PA., April 26, 1894. 
Mr, Eprror: Please find inclosed money 
order for $7, for which please send me 
Tue TRUTHS SEEKER, ‘Four Hundred 
‘Years of Freethought,’’ What Must We 
Do to Be Saved?” and the great Ingersoll 
controversy. Gzorax East, 


Manouesrer, Mo., May 1, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find 
money-order for $5 to pay for ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” I am 
rather late in remitting but hope that I 
shall be in time to get my name in the list. 
C. W. Carnes. 


Nora SPRINGS, Ia., May 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I accept your offer made 
in the last issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER.. 
Inclosed please find draft for $6.50, for 
which send me Tue TRUTH SEEKER one 
year, aud **Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Record my name with the brave. 

Respectfully, H. F. SourwDLER. 


Disco, Miom., May 4, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed I send $5 for 
** Four. Hundred Years of Freethought ” 
and to get my name enrolled in the book. 
That was an admirable scheme of yours 
and Putnam’s to entice in paid-up subscrib- 
ers. It flatters our vanity in a way that is 
very taking. Please send full catalog of 
your publications. Francois R, PAYNE. 


CLEVELAND, O., May 6, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find postal 
note for $8.50. Send me ‘' Pulpit, Pew, 
and Cradle,” ‘‘Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated," ** God in the Con- 
stitution,” ‘‘ Answers to Christian Ques- 
tions,” cabinet photograph of Colonel In- 
gersoll,” ** Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” and renewal to Tur TRUTH 

SzrKER. Yours truly,  Arnzx. Soorr. 


Lovuisvinng, Ky., May 14, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I herewith inolose $10, for 
which you will please enroll the names of 
Geo. R. James and Henry Griesbaum 
in Brother Putnam’s new book. You can 
ship the three books—theirs and my own— 
all in one package if you prefer. Trusting 
this may reach you in time to hav theabove 
names appear in the book, I close with 
best wishes for TuE TRUTH SEEKER and 

its constituency, J. W. Houmus. 


Avery, O., April 15, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $7.50 for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
and renewal of subscription, as per your 
advertisment, and Miss Wixon’s new book, 
“Right Living." I heard her speak last 
fall at Chicago and think she is a splendid 
woman. It seems to me that Mr. Heston 
has outdone all of his former efforts in 
portraying how the salvation scheme has 

cheated the devil. Mrs. E. R, Winnoox. 


Los ANGELES, OAL., April 21, 1894. 
Mr. Epor: Inclosed find order for 
$7.05, for which please send as follows: 
‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought;" 
“Right Living;" **Handbook of Free- 
thought;" ‘‘Thumbscrew and Rack;” 
‘* Self-Contradiction of the Bible;” “Shall 
the Bible be Read in our Public Schools?” 
''Bister Lucy, Her Awful Disclosures;” 
“The Public Schools, and the Catholic 

Church;” ** Infidels and Charity." 
ARTHUR Epw. OrsHAUSEN, 


BroourNGTON, Irv., May 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed draft 
for $6.50, and enter my name for ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” and 
credit me for one year on the paper that 
brings tidings of great joy once a week. I 
love your paper, and if I ever get behind 
afew days or months, don’t, oh, please 
don’t stop it, for surely I will get there 
soon. I love all our honest Freethinkers, 
and especially our Brother R. G. Ingersoll, 

My best regards to all. H. Coons, 


TsgPuMING, Miom., April 6, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav been thinking it 
over, and hav concluded to hav Putnam’s 
“Four Hundred Years,” if I die in the 
poorhouse. I also want.my name inserted 
in the book. s 
Inclosed find $6. Send “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” ‘*Thumb- 
screw and Rack.” ‘‘Self-Contradictions 
of the Bible," ** Bible Temperance.” 
Anything for missionary work send to 
me. You will hear from me soon. 
JAS, BLAOENEY, 


Lanoaster, Pa., May 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed please find check 
for $6.50, for one year’s subscription aud 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
Iam no Freethinker, but am always will- 
ing to read all sides and learn, Picked up 


a copy of THe TRUTH SEEKER, of March 17 
issue, while traveling on train (ama com- 
mercial traveler), read it, and tucked it 
away in my grip until later on. (Had to 
think about it). Want the ''Four Hun- 
dred Years” for the library. - 

Ep. W. Drory, 


Omana, Nzs., May 8, 1894, 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 
for ‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
I hav had you send me so many bookg 
lately that you doubtless think me a Van- 
derbilt or Astor, but such is not quite the 
case. I am an ordinary laboring man ong 
small salary, but I find no trouble in rais- 
ing a dollar or two now and then to pur- 
chase the right kind of reading matter. I 
would like very much to hav this. reach 
you before Mr. Putnam's book goes to 

press; Yours truly, Joun MoAnpzm, 


CmewsvituE; Mo., May 5, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed check 
for $10, for which I desire to renew my 
subscription ` to the grand old Trurm 
SEEKER for one year, and hav my name 
enrolled for a copy of ‘‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” For remainder 
send me ‘‘Researches in Oriental His- 
tory," ‘‘ Pleasure and Progress,” and 


‘The Creation of God," I am sorry I- 


cannot secure you a few subscribers, but 
such is the case at present. We hav some 
young  Freethinkers in my neighbor- 
hood who ought to take the paper, but 
they complain of hard times and scarcity 
of money. I shall try again. 
Yours truly, Jno. H. Harp. 
Canvert, Tex., May 11, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose $6.50 to renew 
my subscription and obtain ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought.” Iam an old- 
timer, having landed on this planet in 
1825. Hav been an individual, independ- 
ent truth seeker for nearly sixty years; 
commenced investigating when very 
young by reading the historical part of 
the Bible, Gibbon’s Rome, Rollin’s an- 
cient history, and other works, and hav 
been a. Freethinker in every sense of the 
word ever since. My mother was a Pres- 
byterian. I am well supplied with liter- 
ture on the subject; am faithful and true 
to my belief after a fair and impartial in- 
vestigation. My noble wife is an Episco- 


palian; I respect her belief and she re- 


spects mine. D. A. Orviss. 


Let Petitions Go to the Senate. 
WooDpBURY, Ga., April 29, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I see notice in the Znde- 
pendent Pulpit that another effort is being 
made to secure & religious amendment to 
our national Constitution, and that you 
are making a splendid fight against this 
attempted infamy. If you will send me 
some blanks I will circulate petitions 
against it. I hope that all the Liberals 
wil hav the opportunity of signing peti- 
tions against it and going up to the polls 
in 1896 and voting for R. G. Ingersoll for 
president of the United States. 
J. W. ENBANE. 


Some We Can Answer. 
Burre, Mont., May 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Will you kindly answer 
the following questions through your valu- 
able paper: 

1. What year and where did Mrs. A. 
Lincoln die? 

2. What is the belief of Robert T. 
Lincoln? 

8. What was the belief of J. R. Lowell? 

4. Whereabout in the Bible can I find 
the keeping of the seventh year as à period 
of rest commanded? 

5. Much of the Bible is contradictory 
and obscene; if language means anything 
the meaning is clear. In arguing with 
Christians concerning these portions, they 
invariably giv the stereotyped answer: 
“The Bible is inspired and we don't 
understand it.” Will you giv me an ef- 
fectiv reply to same? 

A Freethought lecturer is much needed 
‘in this city. Enos A, Munrs. 

{1. She is still living, we believe. 

2. We do not know. 

3. He wasa Unitarian. 

4. Lev. xxv, 2-7. 

5. If the Bible is inspired and thus made 
so we are unable to understand it, will 
God, who so inspired it that we cannot 


understand it, damn us for not understand- 
ing that which he purposely fixed so we 
could not comprehend it? . Or, what is a 
revelation worth that does not reveal?— 
Ep. T. S.J ` 3 i 


Another Earnest Helper. 

San PEDRO, Can., May 9, 1894, 
Mr. Eprror: Regarding the article in 
Tug Trura Seeker in reference to a 
“Letter-writing Corps,” if meets. my ap- 
proval, Already I hav written to Senator 
Kyle, and hope the letters he is constantly 
getting, together with those received by 
the other Senators, will hav sufficient in- 

fluence to turn the tide. - 
N. A. STEVENS. 


Mortuary—Patrick Cody. 
SEMBRA, ONT., Oax., May 5, 1894. 

Mx. Eprror: The funeral of Patrick 
Cody, a Freethinker of Sembra, Ont., was 
attended by J. H. Burnham, who spoke 
to a large audience in defense of this 
man who had broken allegiance with the 
Catholic church, and ‘had found: in a sys- 
tem of rational thinking the pleasures of 
freedom in & consciousness of relief from 
the religious dogmas and superstitions of 
the old church. He had won by his con- 
sistent conduct the good opinions of those 
who knew him, and who respected his 
honest judgment and consequent freedom 
from hypocrisy—an intelligent, honest 
man. This is enough—of vastly greater 
value than the emblems of the cross and 
consecrated mummeries driveling through 
the lips of an ignorant and long since an- 
tiquated priesthood. . At the grave very 
appropriate words were said by a life-long 
Freethinker, Capt. Charles Gale, who had 
promised this dear dead that he would see 
that he was left to repose in silence while 
he was lovingly held; in memory. “ Fare- 
well, Cody,” fell from his lips, while tears 
testified to the deep emotion. It was 
painful, indeed, to part with him who had 
won the confidence of all those who had 
honest convictions. - A Frrenp. 


Western Notes. 
Aronson, KAN., April 29, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: At the funeral of a little 
girl at Marceline, Mo., recently, Colonel 
Ingersoll’s oration at a child’s grave was 
read. : 

Frank Oliphant, of Atchison, is making 
rapid progress as & Freethought writer of 
ability. 

Professor Kilgore, a revivalist singer of 
Missouri, is described as a ‘‘converted 
pugilist.” 

Col. J. B. White, of Grandin, Mo., hav- 
ing aided the people in building two 
churches at that place, is now being urged 
to build a court house and a calaboose. 

John R. Charlesworth, the young Free- 
thought orator, has been in Kansas two 
months pouring his words of eloquence 
and unanswerable arguments into the 
orthodox ranks. Ifwe had a Charlesworth 
in each county in the state Christianity 
would hav to be pitied. She is beginning 
to ‘‘snivel’’ as it is. 

The daughter of Rev. John Knox, of 
Topeka, is in New York studying to go on 
the stage with her parents’ full consent 
and approbation. We remember when 
ministers’ children had to run off to go to 
a circus.—Atchison Globe. 

Rev. Mr. Rentz, pastor of the Lutheran 
church at Atchison, recently preached a 
sermon on dancing which was so ‘‘ awful” 
that several members hav left the church. 

A reporter heard a man kicking the 
other day because a certain merchant al- 
lows ten per cent off to clergymen and 
makes jt up on the workingman. If he 
will put his foot under all of them and 
kick them out of the world we will buy 
him things enough to last him a year. 

A blind man arrived in & Kansas town 
recently and with a tin cup in his hand be- 
gan singing religious hymns, which kept 
his kept his cup empty and caused people 
to avoid hearing his voice; but when he 
commenced singing ‘‘ After the Ball" his 
cup was soon filled. He hasn’t sung any 
more hymns. 

With kind regards for the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER, I remain as ever, 

A Freethought lad, 
Omas. B. REMSBURG. 


"Among Them but Not of Them. 
Sprinerrenp, Mass., April 16, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: I would like to get you 
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some new subscribers, but people in this 
priest-cursed place won't look at such 
things. But if they won't I will and retail 
it out to them. Tf they won't read, they 
must hear. The building I liv in is full of 
Christ’s followers; Young Men’s Christian 
Association under me, Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association school on one side, and 
missionary factory on the other. side, and 
Thear the prayers of the saints ascending 
day and night. They hav been having 
things their own way, but I am after them. 
Iam not working for the master, but for 
mental freedom. I havbeen trying to get 
hold of some leafiets suitable for distribu- 
tion. Pamphlets cost too much and will 
be thrown away without reading, I want 
discussion promoters and thought provok- 
ers, good to hand out or put in letters. 
Christians hav them, *‘ Where will You 
Spend Eternity?" etc. I hav finally had 
some printed and if any one wants them I 
ean furnish them cheap, say 25 cents per 
100, or 500, assorted, $1. 

I wish you could furnish Heston’s car- 
toons, some that I could select, for about 
50 cents per hundred. I would paste 
them up around. By the way, when are 
you going to publish Vol. IT. of the ** Pic- 
torial Text-Book?" I hav read *'*'Re- 
searches in Oriental History." It givs 
startling evidence concerning the Jews 
and the Bible, T i 

In a tract by H. L. Hastings is the con- 
fession of Joseph Barker, in which he says 
he has **trod the dreadful path from be- 
ginning to end. Itis a weary and dismal 
road, and it leads to wretchedness and 
ruin, that Infidelity is madness, and the 
religion of Christ is the perfection of wis- 
dom and goodness.” Dr. Buckley, also, 
in his argument with Ingersoll relates that 
Mr. Barker renounced Infidelity .some 
time. before his death, ‘‘and devoted the 
remainder of his life to undoing the evil 
he had done." He also givs his dying tes- 
timony and the names of witnesses. I re- 
alize that his recantation is no evidence in 
proof of Christianity, but I want to know 
if is true as stated, and what are the facts. 

Send me one dozen Holyoake’s ** Secu- 
lar Prayer," and one dozen ** Our Father 
jn Heaven." E. Torri, 

[The story of Joseph Barker, as we got 
it from one who knew him, is, briefly, 
this: He grew “old, was-poor and feeble. 
The Christians got hold of him, fed him, 
housed him, clothed bim, and in return he 
recanted. This occurred in or around St. 
Louis, we believe. But the poor old man 
could never overthrow his own argument, 
and rarely tried to, but talked rather of 
the goodness of Christians than of the 
‘truths of Christianity." He talked for 
his board and clothes, and paid a terrible 
price for them. —Ep. T. S.J 


Two Peenliar Subseribers. 
New Era, Or., May 8, 1894. 

Mx. Eprror: I see my time has expired 
for your paper. I do not wish to take it 
any more. I see by your editorial that 
you are not in favor of letting the God-in- 
the-Constitution amendment come before 
the people, and that is conclusiv evidence 
that you are not in favor of a republic. I 
am in favor of & republic; I am in favor of 
everything that is of interest to the people 
coming before the people. It seems to 
me that going to Washington and printing 
those tracts is a scheme for a job for some 
one whose salary will be paid out of Free- 
thinkers’ subscriptions. Iam an Infidel, 
and always was, but not the kind to be 
hoodwinked out of money for such useless 
things as that. Let every Freethinker giv 
the money he has to spare to the sick and 
needy in the vicinity in which he livs and 
he will help the cause tenfold, for there is 
the place to work, and its success lies with 
them doing the right thing in the neigh- 
borhood in which they liv. 

Mr. H. M. Baggess says to stop his paper 
for the same reasons. L. D. STONE. 

[Our parting friend’s reasoning is the 
very very queerest reasoning that we re- 
member ever to hav read. According to his 
logie, if the Ohristians try to pass a law to 
burn all Freethinkers we must not oppose 
its enactment, but simply ask whether a 
majority favor it, and if so, then we must 
not oppose its execution, but bring fagots 
to start the fire! And all because the ma- 
jority want it! p 

No, Messrs. Stone and Baggess, it is be- 
cause we are in favor of a republic that we 


oppose the church’s attempt to make our 
government a theocracy. But if all the 
people reasoned as you do, the church 
would hav an easy victory, and you would 
hav a pretty hard time living in such a re- 
public. You wouldn’t be visiting many 
sick people, for your Christian jailers 
wouldn’t let you out very often, 

And why shouldn’t a man be paid for 
opposing the church’s attempts to establish 
a theocracy—supposing they are to be 
opposed at all? He isn’t doing it for him- 
self, but for allthe people, and particularly 
for Freethinkers, who would be the first to 
feel the tyranny of the church. He works 
for their benefit, and while doing it cannot 
liv on air, nor travel on free passes, like 
the preachers. And why shouldn’t the 
publisher of the tracts be paid? He has to 
pay the compositors, the electrotypers, the 
paper manufacturer, the pressman, the 
binder, the clerks who do the mailing, and 
the government for carrying the tracts. 
He likewise has to pay rent, and occasion- 
ally hav something to eat. Messrs. Stone 
and Baggess’s vision. of a ‘‘scheme” is 
juet about as queer as their logic. 

We hope, however, they will attend to 
the visitation of the sick as faithfully as we 
shall attend to thwarting every scheme 
their friends the Christians concoct to 
make this country a theocracy. If they 
do, the invalids and needy of their neigh- 
borhood will havan easier time. —Ep. T. S.] 


Others Than Maine Farmers Should Help 
Him. 
ViNELAND, N. J., May 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Will you hav the kindness 
to publish the following and help a poor 
old man who has spent his life in the Lib- 
eral cause and is nowin extreme want, 
without house or home of his own or the 
means to purchase one? In 1845, after 
boldly lecturing twenty years against 
priestcraft and church-craft, I met the 
first Liberal—then called Infidel—that I 
ever conversed with. He gave me $6 at 
the close of one of my ‘lectures. With 
that and $5 more, for which I pledged my 
overcoat, I started my paper, the Portland 
Pleasure Boat. Got one thousand copies 
printed, and got the printer to keep the 
form up till I sold them, and then had 
another thousand of the same number 
printed. It was something new, and took 
well with the common people who were 
beginning to think. After they read it 
they sent it to distant friends, and in that 
way it soon gained a circulation in nearly 
every state in the Union, and with that 
small beginning I published the paper six- 
teen years, and sent it at least one year 
to every man, woman, or child that asked 
for it, whether they paid or not, 

Maine at that time had whole counties 
of wild land that it was selling in large 
tracts to shylocks, while hundreds of men 
had not an acre, and I saw hundreds more 
who had got in debt when young, to re- 
deem their natural birthright to land, and 
worked till they were fifty, sixty, or sev- 
enty years of age before they got it paid 
for—selling the best of everything they 
raised and living on the poorest. I had 
the idea that every man when twenty-one 
had & natural birthright to land enough to 
make & home and raise his food on with- 
out paying any man or government forit. I 
took hold of that subject in my paper, wrote 
letters to the governor and members of the 
legislature, and the result was, a law was 
passed to giv every landless man in Maine 
who would settle on it one hundred and 
sixty acres of that wild land for only fifty 
cents an acre; no money, but all to be paid in 
labor, making their own roads, the same as 
free. Now read the Portland Transcript, 
the best paper in Maine, and learn of the 
hundreds of carloads of products leaving 
Houlton, on their new railroad, where 
the country was then a wilderness. 

Now, if I liv till the 16th of this month, 
May, I shall pass my ninety-third birth- 
day, and now what I want is for every 
man that received one hundred and sixty 
acres of that land to make me a birthday 
present sufficient in all to buy me a cottage 
for a comfortable home of my own the 
remainder of my days; and I think they 
can well afford to do it. These facts are 
all recorded in the bound volume of my 
Pleasure Boat, here in my desk, and in 
doing this work I had not a word of help 
from any other paper. 

The people herein Vineland receive one 
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hundred barrels of early rose potatoes at a 
time from that new country. I hav within 
the last seventy years received two barrels. 
of letters from people thanking me be- 
cause my lectures and paper brought them 
out of the churches and gave them some- 
thing better, but hav never received a 
letter nor & word of thanks from anyone 
that settled on the land that I got free to 
them. JEREMIAH HACKER, 


à 


Laws Which Priest-Politicians Love. 
Wasxinaton, D. C., May 12, 1894, 

Mx. Eprror: Your editorial on ‘* Present 
Day Infamies,” in this week's TRUTH 
Srexer, suggests to me that you might 
with profit use the inclosed extract from 
the **Blue Laws" of Maryland—never re- 
pealed, and in force in this District. 

The last paragraph of your editorial re- 
minded me of this extract. You may use 
it, probably, as showing the progress made 
by the enlightenment of mankind, despite 
the damnable clogging of the wheels by 
religious bigotry and priestcraft. We 
may well feel thankful that we do not liv 
in the times when such legislation was pos- 
sible. Thanks to the Infidels of the past 
for the betterment of the world, et us 
take conrage, and hammer away till the 
last vestige of the infernalism of religion 
is banished from the statutes and from the 
hearts of the people as well, But we must 
watch the dying devils—in their struggles 
to exist they may still be powerful to 
sting. Vide the ‘‘Sunday Rest” mischief 
here in the District. Vigilance is the 
price of religious as well as civil liberty. 

Hopefully, your co-worker, 

A. J. BOYER, 


The following is from the Washington 
Star: 


If the old laws inherited by the District 
from Maryland could be enforced Carl 
Browne ‘‘the reincarnation of Christ,” as 
he styles himself, and leader of the army of 
the commonweal, might be in danger of 
having his tongue perforated. Oneof these 
old blue laws of Maryland, still standing 
unrepealed upon the atatnte books of the 
District, passed on the 26th of October, 
1728, by the province of Maryland, is as 
follows: 

“**Be it enacted by the right honorable 
the lord proprietor, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of his lordship’s governor 
and the upper and lower houses of assem- 
bly, and the anthority of the same, that if 
any person shall hereafter within this prov- 
ince, wittingly, maliciously, and advisedly, 
by writing or speaking, blaspheme or 
curse God or deny our Savior Jesus Christ 
to be the Son of God, or shall deny the 
Holy Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, or the Godhead of any of the three 
persons, or the unity of the Godhead, or 
shall utter any profane words concerning 
the Holy Trinity or any of the persons 
thereof, and shall be thereof convicted by 
verdict or by confession, shall for the first 
offense be bored through the tongue and 
fined twenty pounds sterling, to the lord 
proprietor to be applied to the use of the : 
county where the offense shall be com- 
mitted, to be levied on thé offender’s body, 
goods, etc., and in case the said fine can 
not be levied the offender to suffer six 
months’ imprisonment without bail or main- 
prise; and that for the second offense, the 
offender being thereof convicted as afore- 
said, shall be punished hv burning in the 
forehead with the letter B and fined forty 
pounds sterling to the lord proprietor, 
and in case the same cannot be levied the 
offender shall suffer twelve months’ im- 
prisonment without bail or mainprise; and 
that for the third offense, being convicted 
as aforesaid, shall suffer death without the 
benefit of the tlergy.” 

This law was referred to by Mr. S, F. 
Phillips, acting attorney general of the 
United States, in a letter written on the 
80th of June. 1877, to the District Commis- 
sioners in relation to the legality of con- 
tracts made after advertising in Sunday 
papers. This controversy. which refers to 
the condition of the Sunday laws of the 
District, has been unearthed by Mr. Mc- 
Kenny, clerk of the United States Supreme 
Court. In this letter Mr. Phillips gave it 
as his opinion that the statute of October, 
1723, which haa just been quoted, was then 
in force in the District, and there has been 
no enactment since the date of his letter to 
change this condition. The offense for 
which Mr. Browne might be tried under 
this Jaw would be that of blasphemy, in 
that he has claimed to be the reincarna- 
tion of the Savior ever since the common- 
weal movement was inaugurated at Massil- 
lon. Of course, Mr. Browne’s defense 
against the enforcement of this law, which 
as Mr. Phillips stated, is antiquated and 
obsolete in many of its provisions, might 
be based upon the provision of the Consti- 
nun against ** eruel and unusual punish- 
ments,” ` 
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Children’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tion for this Corner should be sent. 


s ‘en the dark and the daylight, 

~en the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Old Bill. 


He never was much of & beauty, 
He was scraggy, and raw-boned and tall, 
But his faithful attention to duty 
Endeared the old horse to us all, 


Twenty years had he served us with vigor, 
Till his youth and activity passed; 

Then we daily relaxed duty’s vigor— 
And decided to sell him at last! 

Yes, we bade him good-bye and we sold bim 
To a huckster who fancied his ways, 

Who promised with kindness to hold him 
In ease till the end of his days! 


One day, as he wended at leisure 
Along, with his cart-lord of truck, 
The alarm by Officer Frazier 
At a neigboring corner was struck. 


Stock still stood the veteran charger, 
And strained he his eye-balls half blind; 
Heseemed to swell out and grow larger 
As old memories surged in his mind. 


He stood till once more it sounded, 

One, two, three, four, five hasty peals, 
Then away like a rocket he bounded, 

With the cart clattering hard at his heels. 


Away flew potatoes and onions, 

In vain did the huckster ery * whoa!” 
Where duty called loudest for action 

Old Bill was determined to go. 
3traight up to the first plug he came to 

He made, did Old Bill, bless his heart! 
And backed, without sign of assistance, 

"To its nozzle the old empty cart! 
Then we gave him three cheers, and we kissed 

him, 

And then aud there roundly we swore 
That back to the service that missed him 

He should go, and should quit it no more! 


So we bought him straight back from his master, 
And he draws number pinety-eight still. 

We wouldn’t take thousands of dollars 
To-day for our faithful Old Bill. 


—LETITIA VIRGINIA Dovoras, Progressive Age. 
oro «X 


Across the Continent.—Continued. 


One of the most enjoyable visits was the 
trip to Mount Hamilton. We went by 
. Boach, a merry party of thirteen, the pres- 
ence of the driver relieving the unpleasant- 
mess of the ominous number to the super- 
‘stitious. The distance from San Jose to 
the mountain is, as the crow flies, only 
18 miles, but the winding, zigzag road, 
costing $75,000 to build, makes the drive 
26 good long miles—52 there and back. 
To the Lick Observatory at the top of the 
mountain is 4,200 feet, and San Jose is 80 
feet above sea level. The road we tra- 
versed is a wonderful piece of engineering 
skill and there are 367 turns in it. 

It was high noon when we left town, 
and the ride is through the lovely Santa 
Clara valley, one of the most charming in 
this fair paradise of America. The undu- 
lating surface is a constant delight, covered 
as it is for miles with immense fruit or- 
chards, flower and vegetable gardens. 
The great, green, grassy slopes, stretching 
far and wide, were like webs of softest 
silken plush. Nature and industry hav 
made the Santa Olara a veritable modern 
Eden, through which we rode under the 
sapphire skies iu the warm golden sun- 
light of April. From the foothills on, up 
the mountain steep, the scenic views are 
most romantic and enchanting. Glens, 
deep ravines, sharp clefts, lofty peaks, and 
shaded dells are on either side, while in 
the background are the solemn yet most 
picturesque and serene Gavilan, Santa 
Oruz, and Sierra Morena ranges. Up and 
down we went by the curious, crooked 
road aud down again into Halls Valley, 
and then away up, and up again, around 
Cape Horn, and from there, deep down, 
into a canyon, the great dome of the 
observatory seeming now near and then 
far off, like the fabled pot of gold at the 
end of the rainbow. 

Half way we stopped to change horses. 
The road was very dusty from this place 
on. When within six or seven miles of 
our destination the very obliging driver 
indicated that we might, for a change, 
walk over one of the hills and descend to a 
point where we could intercept the coach 
after its winding detour. About half the 
company sprang lightly from the carriage 
and began the ascent in high glee, Miss 


Massachusetts, as the Editor of the Corner 
was called, among the number. 


the carriage, but, oh, what a deception! 

Jest and repartee soon changed to 
solemnity and finally & dogged silence, as 
we trudged up the steep incline, the alti- 
tude affecting some quite painfully. We 
gathered lovely wild flowers slong the 
way, but it was a wearied, toil-worn group 
that reached the top of the ''little hill” 
at last, and upon which Miss Chisholm, of 
Iowa, snapped her kodak. Ï assure you it 
did not take long to descend the hill and 
meet the coach, with its grinning driver 
and the cool, collected occupants upon the 
seats they had not left. **And did you 
enjoy the walk?" they questioned. Not 
one of us would confess that we did not, 
and we were most enthusiastic in our 
praises of the scenery and exhilarating 
exercise, although each of us felt we were 
half dead from the unwonted tramp. Me- 
phistopheles üp there on the box grinned 
more than ever and said, **G'lang there,” 
to his four-in-hand in a most sarceastió and 
irritating manner. About 6 P.M. we 
reached the summit of Mount Hamil- 
ton, where was obtained a most compre- 
hensiv view of the San Joaquin valley, 
away off to the Sierras—fully one hundred 
and fifty miles distant; and to the north- 
ward, as well as to the south, we looked 
over the misty blue canyons of the ¢oast 
mountains and across the valleys to the 
majestic Pacific ocean, & grand and inspir- 
ing sight. : 

Then we had lunch there on the moun- 
tain top, after which we inspected the ob- 
servatory, and ‘‘ Miss Massachusetts ” was 
accorded an interview with Professor 
Holden, who is president of the University 
of California as well as director of the ob- 
servatory. 

The Lick Observatory with all its para- 
phernalia cost about a million dollars. 
The great dome has a diameter of seventy- 
five feet, and its weight, without the floor, 
is more than a hundred tons. The lens of 
the splendid instrument is thirty-six inches 
in diameter and the tube is a monster to 
look at, fifty-six feet long, yet is easily 
manipulated by a gentle movement of the 
hand. 

The public can look through the won- 
derful instrument only on Saturday even- 
ings, and there were over two hundred 
ladies and gentlemen seated in the balcony 
that evening, where 


On yon peak, against the cloudless sky, 
The guarding eye of science reads the 
deep. 

It was & weird but most enchanting expe- 
rience when the wondrous conoid of the 
dome was gently set in motion to adjust 
the big telescope.  Lanterns here and 
there relieved the darkness, but the fig- 
ures flitting back and forth seemed more 
like specters than human beings, and 
when the elevating floor began to slowly 
sink or rise, according to direction, the 
experience was strangely novel and re- 
quired little imagination to fancy that we 
might, then and there, go sailing through 
space on an aérial voyage. 

Finally, it came my turn to look at the 
** bright silver moon” through the tele- 
scope. About & hundredth part of the 
moon's surface was shown, and it was 
truly & marvelous sight. A photograph 
of the scene was taken by flashlight. 

The crater of Copernicus was plainly 
visible, with little peaks within. Part of 
the crater upon which the sun was shining 
was light and glistening, while other por- 
tions were dark. Long ranges of moun- 
tains were distinctly visible, all covered 
with snow. We afterward looked through 
the twelve-inch telescope in another part 
of the building and observed the planet 
Saturn, its rings, and some of its moons. 

James Lick, the founder of the observ- 
atory, as you know, was & radical Free- 
thinker. He left all his millions for useful, 
scientific, and educational purposes. His 
body rests at the base of the dome, the 
most illustrious and grandest mausoleum 
in the world. It was not by his request, 
however When dying he was asked 
where he would like to be buried. He re- 
plied that it did not matter where—he did 
not care; but his friends thought it quite 
in keeping to place his remains there, that 
this achievement of star-eyed science 
should be his monument forever. In the 


‘THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 26, 1894. 


It had 
seemed only a slight elevation viewed from 


‘period among them. 


reception room is a fine portrait in oil of 
the renowned Freethinker} also the Work- 
bench which was the beginning of his 
great fortune. A silver plate upon it bears 
this inscription: ‘‘This work-bench was 
brought from S. America to San Francisco 
in 1847 by James Lick. 'The foundation 
of his large fortune, and the source of his 
power to confer great and lasting benefits 
upon his fellow-citizens and upon man- 
kind, was honest and faithful labor.” 

And it is honest and faithful labor that 
accomplishes all that is of value to human- 
ity from a material point of view—a fact 
we should all remember. 

At 10 p.m. we started back oh our jour- 
ney to San Jose, and, as the descent was 
much easier (the downward grade always 
is) than the ascent, it was Accomplished in 
mith less tie. Some story-telling gentle- 
men in the party, with vivid imaginations, 
beguiled the hours by telling tales of out- 
laws and bandits who, they said, formerly 
inhabited the mountains roundabout and 
were accustomed to hold up coaches and 
belated travelers. 

As the coach wound in and out, amid 
precipitous peaks, we found  ourselvs 
peering down into the shadowy ravines, 
almost expecting to seè & robber leap from 
behind the bending branches of the trees. 
Ghost, goblin, and witch stories were next 
in order, and it was most easy to think 
such might hold carnival among the 
ridges and valleys of the hills. But 
neither ghost, hobgoblin, witch, wizard, 
or bandit did we meet, and so we rode 
in the moonlight amidst the changing 
shadows of mountain tops and lowly vales 
wrapped in the somber mantle of mid- 
night. 

-We reached San Jose just after 3 a.m 
very tired and very sleepy, but highly 
pleased with our most interesting and in- 
structiv visit to Mount Hamilton observ- 
atory. 

San Jose is an attractiv and picturesque 
city, and I was not unmindful, while so- 
journing there, of some friends and chil- 
dren belonging to our Corner, but I knew 
not where to find them, and they, of 
course, did not know I was for a brief 
S. H, W. 


The Midwinter Fair. 

After seeing the great World’s Fair at 
Ühieago, the Midwinter Fair in San Fran- 
cisco has not great charms; still it is a fine 
state exhibition.. It is beautifully located in 
the Golden Gate Park facing the great Pa. 
cific oce&n, and the park contains a thousand 
seres, about one hundred and sixty being 
devoted to the Fair. There are five main 
structures surrounding a parallelogram, 
where there are playing fountains, some 
statuary, and beautiful flowering plants 
and trees of various kinds. 'This Fair has 
no Ferris wheel, but it has an electric 
tower, which is two hundred and fifty feet 
in hight. From the top a fine view of 
San Francisco bay can be had on the north 
and south, also the ‘‘Golden Gateway,” 
and on the western side can be seen the 
majestic waves of the ocean beating upon 
the beach, while the mountains loom in 
the distance. 

The display of the productions of Cali- 
fornia is splendid, particularly the fruit, 
vegetables, nuts, and various kinds of 
ores; Fresno county bearing off the palm 
for fruit. Southern California shipped last 
year eight thousand car loads of oranges. 
Many different ores are exhibited, and 
among the novelties is a gold mine, show- 
ing every phase of gold mining. There is 
shown borax in its nativ state, also borax 
refined, from San Bernardino. A banana 
tree, in bud, and another bearing fruit, 
made handsome spectacle. A pyramid 
composed of corn seemed very imposing, 
and a very pretty pagoda formed of beans 
of different sizes and colors was so arranged 
as to appear like mosaic work. 

There was a life-size elephant made of 
walnuts, a horse and rider of prunes, and 
many curiosities inthe arrangement of fruit 
whose fragrance made the air so heavy as 
to almost produce faintness. There is a 
midway plaisance, too, in this Fair, anda 
street in Cairo, and, upon the whole, the 
Fair is à pretty good imitation of the Ohi- 
cago Exposition, but it comes too soon 
after that wonderful exhibition to create 
much enthusiasm, except to Californians. 
The same Turkish and other merchants 


Kindergarten. 
dergarten Training School, and is a very 
interesting place. Itis, I believe, the first 
of its kind established on the coast. About 
two hundred children were in attendance, 
gathered in from the poorest of San Fran- 
eisco's varied population. 
seemed very happy, and some of them are 
perhaps treated kinder there than anywhere 
else. 
little Patsey, whose pathetic story Mis, 
Wiggin has told so well, und was intro. 
duced to several little waifs whose history 
would be, if told, quite as interesting ag 
Patsey's. Among the Ghildren Was one 
little boy, who, persisted in coming to 
school go very dirty that he was sent home 
by the teacher. 
sent him back unwashed and uncombed, 
In explanation she said: '* Well, I hay 
ten children, two deaf and dumb, and 
the last two are twins. 
with only one pair of hands?" 
enough. What totildshedo? Poor mótherl 
What â pity that ignorance and folly pre- 
vail in the homes as well as anywhere! : 


tired out and 


wearied, and would no doubt be glad to 
get back to their nativ land once more, 


SAN FRANCISCO KINDERGARTENS, 
One day I went out to the Silver street 
This is the California Kin. 


The children 


Í was shown the chair and desk of 


His mother beat him, and 


What cau I do, 
Sura 


Then I visited another Kindergarten, 


where fortune’s more favored children 
were gathered, and the better condition, 
the superior home and higher training, was 
visible upon the cotintenances of the 
bright-eyed little pupils. 


"nk OLIY? notsm AND SEAL ROÜHS. 
A pretty drive through handsotte streets; 


past lovely homBh Wheté totes fre blooii- 


ing on bushes six and eight feet high; 
where, under the shadow of graceful 


palms, white and yellow marguérites lift 


their heads toward the sun; where there 
are great beds and thick rows of stately 
calla lilies, pink and white daisies and clam 
bering nasturtiuins, brings one at lastto the 
edge of the great Pacific ocean. The won- - 
derful waves leap and dash around the fe- 
mous seal rocks, where many seiila lay 
sporting ahd baskihE ih the golden sàn. 
shine. ne mother tossed a baby se 
into the water, and watched it try to swim. 
Again and again she threw the, little oh’ 
from the rock, watthifig its Maneuvers 
with almobt htiman eagerness, as it strove 
to get back to its mamma again. The tide 
was out, and I walked the beach until it 
came, with great, wide reaches, singing a 
proud surf song, dancing away up on the 
sandy shore. I tried to find some shells 
for souvenirs, but the sen refused to leave 
them hear the Cliff House whete we werd, 
and a lad, named Charley Sleeper, who 
livs in San Francisco, ran along the shore 
a good half mile, until he found one for 
me. Off to the right I could see the pic- 
turesque passage called the *'*Golden 
Gate,” through whose portals must pass 
all ships as they come in from ses. 
From the deep, white-capped billows, 
splashing and crashing against the rocks, 
I turned reluctantly away. The sea makes 
always a lovely picture—it.is so grand 
and defiant—so natural and megnificent, 
so beyond all imitation, enchanting, 
magnetic, and majestic. It is only a short 
distance from the Oliff House to the gar- 
den paradise on Sutro Hights, where all is 
fair as glossy foliage, bright-hued blooms, 
shaded walks, all kinds of shrubs, palms of 
various sorts, relieved every few steps by 
gracefal forms in marble, can make the 
scene. The gardens are open to the pub- 
lic all days, and there are no flaming 
swords turning all ways to keep anybody 
out of this modern Eden. It is great to 
be & money king, and greater still to use 
money like a—man. 8. H. W. 
— 
Answers to Last Week’s Puzzles. 
1.—Universal Mental Liberty. 
2, —DIAMOND. 
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Books by Helen H. Gardener 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths or 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, 81. > | Paper, 50 cente. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
ee ea ES.. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 

A Splendid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
ub—Under Protest—For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link inthe Chain—The Boler House 

Mystery —The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Oampbell's 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS; . 
Preface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the City's Dead—An Irre- 
sponsible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex—Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in 1ts Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsnit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
ense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read it 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


Christianity a Fiction. 


By DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Paper, 50 cents. l 


THE 
Astronomical and Astrologie 
al Origin of ail Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged ty 
the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


Max NewsStand, 102 N. Mai LosAngeles. 
J. E. Matthews, Eureka, "M 
Eclectic Book Store, Los Angeles. 
Shaw & Gregg, Broadway opp. Central 
Bank, Oakland. 
8. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 
Canada 
P; C. Allen, 35 King st., Toronto. 
John McKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto. 


Colorado 
J Aona & Co., 400 Harrison av., Lead- 
ville. 
Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 
C. Smith & Son, 385 Larimer st., Denver. 
J. C. Richey, 309 Harrison ave. , Leadville. 


Florida 
.| Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
À. J. Gardner, Kissimmee, 


Georgia 


Wm. Estill, Savannah. 


Illinois 
Brentano Bros.,204 Wabash ave., Chicago. 
Chas. W. Curry, 188 Madison st., Chicago. 
Henry Fash. 516 W. Madison st., Chicago. 
Chas, Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 
Post-Office News Co., 98 Adams, Chicago. 


Iowa 


C. Deuell, Marshalltown. 


Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. 
Clarence Brown, Avoca. 

Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 55 Mass. av., In- 
Louisiana 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., NewOrleans. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 

& Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
Smith, 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
N.G. Fessenden, 484 Congress st, Portland, 
Michigan 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
H. Ullbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 
Minnesota 
W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th st., St. Paul. 
Montana 
D. J. Cavanah, Box 648, Missoula. 
issouxi 


Indiana 
dianapolis. 
Massachusetts 
poby 
H. W. 
"aine 
Beker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
R. 8. Squires, 24 Jefferson st., Muskegon. 
] Parcher & Sacre, 8 8rd st., S. Minneapolis. 
Misso 


J. A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St. Joseph. 

E. F. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis, 

Philip Roeder, cor. 4th & Olive, St. Louis. 
New York ; 

S. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 

Brentano Bros., 5th ave. & 18th st., N. Y. 

L. Jonas & Co., Astor House, New York. 

Mr. Goldberg , 72 Canal st., New York. 

E. J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 

R. W. Turner, 849 4th ave., New York. 

C. Ryan, 133 Western Boulevard. 

.J. H. Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 

W. Winham, 388 Keap st., Brooklyn. 

E. O. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 

R. Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 

W. H. Leonard, 91 Congress st., Troy. 

Best & Co., 8 Chestnut st., Buffalo. 


New Jersey 
F. Braithuit, 91 Belleville.av., Newark. 
W. Walz, 87 Bremen st., Newark. 
Nebraska 
J. I. Freuhauf, Omaha, 
GQ. A. Howe, York. 
J. 8, Stott, So. Omaha. 


Ohie 
`L. C. Collins, 110 So. High st., Columbus. 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O.Box 700, Cincinnati. 
Larwood, Day&Co., 259 Superior, Clevel’d. 
N. Hexter, 342 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Standard News Oo., 14 W. Tusc st, Canton. 
Alf, Warren Co, 217 Centralave, Cincinnati. 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 
d Oregon 

Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 

W. E, Jones, 291 Alder st., Portland. 

Handley & Haas, 150 1st st., Portland. 

; Pennsylvania . 

H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 

George Longton, 22 Richmond st., Phila. 

R. Staley, Wood and 4th ave., Pittsburgh. 

Rhode Island 

| H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 


. Providence. 
mmessee 


007 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 


; Texas 
E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
J. R. Hunphrero Waco. 
F. Ohlendorf, Galveston. 
Utah 


Margett Bros., 76 Mainst., Salt Lake City. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
Virginia 
Mrs. E D. Slenker, Snowville. 
E. J. Brady, Richmond. 


Washington 
C. B. Reynolds, 420 No. L st., Tacoma. 
J. F, Riggs, Seattle, 
E, Skamser, Buckley. 
Sutton & Allairs, 104 So. 2d st., Seattle. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 
By M. BABOOOK, Price, 15 cents. 
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———— ———— ee 
TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Obristianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition. 
THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar,the Rack, the Iron Orown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks 
the'Heretic Catcher. the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Month-poar (gag), Tron Masks recommende 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the Wheel, the age, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgin Up to gte, the Execution Bell. 6 e. 

** [ used to read in-books,” says Colonel Lugersoll, '' how our fathers persecuted mankind  BntI 
uever appreciated ite Lreadit, butit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not realiy appreciate 
tho infamies that have been committed in the name of religion until Isaw the iron arguments thas 


tians used." 
i e. ç =" = 12 Copies for $1.00 ^" 
Erice; 1o ocn D r Copr: THEM AMONG YOUR OHRISTIAN 81:00 eee 
THE «RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BUY A DOLLAR’S WORTH A 
Address 1 
END, E deii orien idc eene a 
Just Out.—25 Cents.—Five Copies for $1. 
A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $35 a = 
i ded, as the frequent lapses à 
SP irine of "dio minis, pohora Ooo dad aa tap er Ohristianity 
possesses make men mor 
h Edition of the book doing this. 
qua cies te ie ase, oan of Mino 


*5 Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
ous editions show that within & few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Mont of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once the weakness and 
the strength of the church—" the church" meaning of course the 


clergy. 
Notwithstanding ihe many additional pages, we have kept the 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- 


$N xe 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have 


soused the World's Fair on Sunday, because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery oF 


vainting! 


uckin: 


8 in this d is “immoral.” 
periods immor dress THE YRUTI SEEKER COMPANY. ¢ 


GTION IN PRICE,UF A GREAT. BOOK- 


n 


i| With the eighth edition ev 

Winwood Reade' s “ Martyre 
dom of Man," the cost of 
production has been les- 


$1.00. 


pook has had a phenome: 


The sale for so heretical a wor 
* Men, Women, and Gods,” and we give our readers the pecuniary 


oft ofr ago" Gardener 


“MARTYRDOM OF MAN? 


ts a very interestingly pictured synopsis of universal history, showing what the race has undergone 
—dta martyrdom—in its rise to its present plane. Itshows how War and Religion have been opp 
sive factors in man’s struggle for Liberty, and the last chapter, of some 150 pages, describes bia 
intellectual struggle from the animal period of the earth to the present, adding an outline of whas 
1he author conceives would be a religion of reason and love. The chapters are: 
Egypt, Western Asia, the Persians, the Greeks, the Macedonians, Alexan 
Ww AR. Phoenicians, Carthage and Rome, Boman Africa, bg vim Ë ] Angela Mia 
The Natural History of Religion, the Israelites, the Jews, the Pr hets, 
RELIGION. cisncter of Jesus, ofdhotatiens Arabia. Meces, Character of Moha 
: med, Description of Africa. the Mohammedans in Ventral Africa. 
Ancient Europe, Invasion of the Germans, the Castle, the Town, the 
Li BERT e Church, Venice, Arab Spain, the Portuguese Discoverers, the Slave Trade, 
Abolition in Europe, Abolition in &merica. Materialéiof Human History. 
Animal Period of the Ea: Origin of Man, and Early Hist 
INTELLECT. ppm of Universal Piston. The Future of the Human Race, i 
‘ligion of Reason and Love. TH B 
"eios reduced from $1.76 to $1.00. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
36 Lafayette place, New York, 
RELIGION A CURSE, ` 
3 
RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. 
Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892. whioh for the sake af Religion, Btabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. - 


A work burning with indignation ny by the Congressional act closing the World's Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united thegovernment and the Ohristian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing, 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnaw, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodozy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The tatue 
of iberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Bhut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). . : 

The main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this cou, try. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in Taz TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 95 cents; Five copies for $1 


Addrgse THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayetto Place, Now YorkCity, 
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JYot for Darsons. 


Wao was Jonash’s tutor? The whale, 
because it brought him up.—ZLondon 
Freethinker. 


Boy: ‘‘ Ikey.”—Haillo. 


Tue Reoror: ''You don't mean to say 
you went to a dog show on Sunday?" 
Penelope: **Yes; but I looked at the St. 
Bernard’s only."—Judge. 


Finsr Younaster: “Ive got a new 
baby brother, what come from heaven 
last night." Second Youngster: '' That's 
nothin’. My little baby brother went to 
heaven yesterday." First Youngster 're- 
fectivly): ** Pete, I bet it’s the same kid.” 
-—Life. 


Moraer: ‘‘ What are all these senseless 
trinkets for?” Pretty Daughter: ‘‘ They 
are for the grab-bag at the church fair.” 
** Mercy! There is not one thing that an 
human being could want." ‘‘ Yes, isn’t it 
fortunate? Everybody who draws a prize 
will put it back in the bag.”—New York 
Weekly. 


IsAAosTEIN: ''I sells you dot coat, mine 
frent, for £210s. You take him along?" 
Customer: ‘‘I thought you didn't do 
business on Saturday. Isn't this your 
Sunday, Isaaestein?" Isaacstein (in low, 
reverent tones): ‘‘ Mine frent, to sell you 
dot coat for £2 108. was not peesness; dot 
waa sharity.”— Punch. 


A wELI-ENOWN minister succeeded in so 
shocking his congregation a few nights 
ago that several of the ladies fainted out- 
right, while two or three had to be carried 
bodily from the church and resuscitated 
in the fresh air. The preacher was expa- 
tiating upon the merits or demerits of 
Solomon, as the case may hav been, when 
he came to the place where Solomon began 
taking unto himself his eight hundred 
‘wives. ‘‘Solomon,” said the holy man, 
iifting his hands above his head and gazing 
sorrowfully at the roof of the church. 
**Solomon was, my dear friends—Solomon 
was—he was a regular Billy Breckinridge 
sort of & man.” Just here he paused. 
There was an awed hush, followed by. a 
smothered groan that came from the 
center of the church. The preacher tried 
to correct himself, but it was too late, and 
his apology was almost as bad as the 
original remark. His sermon closed al- 
most immediately.— Louisville Evening 
Post. 


ABSovurHERN clergymen having a ‘‘rov- 
ing commission” and whose great forte 
was in addressing the children at Sunday- 
schools commenced his remarks in Brook- 
lyn by stating that on his way Northward 
he had on previous Sundays addressed 
children at Baltimore. Then he went to 
Philadelphia, thence to New York, and 
from Brooklyn he should go to Boston. 
After giving his hearers most excellent ad- 
vice as to how they were to conduct them- 
selva in this world in order to obtain an 
entrance into heaven, he added: ‘‘ But if 
—but if—my dear little boys and my dear 
little girls, you neglect the opportunities 
you now hay you will go to hell." Then, 
wishing to ascertain how attentiv his audi- 
ence had been, he tested their memories 
with the following questions: ‘‘ Where did 
I say I first commenced addressing Sun- 
day-school children?” A dozen voices 
answered, ‘‘ In Baltimore." ‘‘ Where did 
I go next?" ‘*To Philadelphia,” was the 
response. ''Andthen." ‘‘To New York.” 

`“ And where did I say I was going from 
Brooklyn?" ‘To hell" was the unex- 
pected and unsatisfactory answer and any- 
thing but complimentary to the modern 
Athens.— Boston Times. 


THE FIRST HYLO-IDEALIST. 
A jellyfish swam in a tropical sea, 
And he said: ‘‘ This world it consists of Me; 
There’s nothing above and nothing below 
That a jellyfish ever can possibly know 
(Since we’ve got no sight or hearing or 
smell) 
Beyond what our single sense can tell. 
Now, all that I learned from the sense of 
touch ] 
Is the fact of my feelings, viewed as such, 
But to think they hav any external cause 
Is an inference clean against logical laws. 
Again, to suppose, as I’ve hitherto done, 
There are other jellyfish under the sun, 
Iga pure assumption that can’t be backed 
‘By a jot of proof or a single fact. 
In short, like Hume, I very much doubt 
If there’s anything else at all without. 
So I come at last to the plain conclusion, 
When the subject is fairly set free from 
confusion, 
That the universe simply centers in Me. 
And if I were not, then nothing would be." 


That minute a shark, who was strolling by, 
Just gulped him down in the twink of an 


eye; 

And he died with a few convulsiv twists, 

But, somehow, the universe still exists. 
— Boston Daily Globe. 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H, WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, 

What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety. and Honor, 

Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth. . 
Conduct; or Right Doing, __ y Avarice, Not a Means to Life’s 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, J 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, 


Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect. : .  Beasonand Free Inquiry 
Temperance and Jatemperance, Foolish ‘ide and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- ce, Free Press, 

ous? m Anger, the Distorter, . Rights of Animals, 
Cultivation of Individuality, The Angel of Forgiveness Rights of Children. 


Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Facult Human Rights; or the Equality 


Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, ofMan. . 

Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 

Value ofa Trade, . cess, 3 Politeness. The Gentleman 

Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, Politeness. Continued. — The 

Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 

Trath and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, 

What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power of Will, Wisdom. 


Fraud a Crime, 


ù Courage, & Necessity to Right 
'The Poison of Slander, 


Living. 


has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 


As with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there ts an indissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a law which altereth not.—H srbert Spencer. 

Living is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; tn fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 


Right Living” is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: 
Boox L—PrzAsURE: Chap. IL —Sources of Pleasure. Chap. 
Ideal Pleasure:. Chap IV —Social Pleasures. Cha ; 
Barbarian and the Civilized. ap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Chap. VII.—Christianity. 
Boox IL.-—IwTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpose of life. Chap, IL. —Material Pleasures. 
Chap. ILI.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Clap: IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
Ideal Pleasures: Character. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VL. Pedagogica] Des- 


potism. 

Boox IIL—MonAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. If.—Material Pleasures: s 
ap. I[f.—Material Pleasures; Refinement. Chap. TV. Prudence 
Chap. V.—Ideal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. 
Caused by Restraint. 
Booz IV.—SocrAL DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. L—Progress. Onap. $i Protection, Capitalism, and 
ocialism: Respectivly an Actual, an Imminent, and a Proposed Violation of Individual 
Sovereignty. Chap. —Oondition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Publio Schools; the 
Mene; Mene: Tokel of Socialism  Ohap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 

ocial Disorder. 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable 
men who arein every way qualified as judges of books; 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with- 
out mu ‘h thought whether the ice is thin or not. Itansw.rs the greatest question—What is r^ 
ug ', object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cau-e and motiveof progress? 
—by one word, Pleasure !— Thaddeus B. Wakeman, " 

He sharply attacks, also, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 


borne out py the facts, and his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether & 
ork Commerctal Advertiser. 


curious and suggestive one.—Wew 7 
The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with words for lack of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. e do not see how anyone can reid this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. Tt is awork of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 
is bold, honest sayings.—L .K. Washburn. 
After you read this book you will beas enthnsiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 


Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secnlar Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel- 
lent paper, and costs, bonnd in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. : 


Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette PL, New York N. Y. 


The Creation of God. 
By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that to i 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, ie eo rele ona 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacteis are analyzed and shown tobe human, by thought and deed. It is made plein that the 

culiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 


Address 


IL.—Material Pleasures. Chap. IIL.— 
V.—Pleasures of the Savage, the: 


ice 


production which have been rendered by 


ding are the proper oftepring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 
The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 
The Fark i 2 General. 
; y the Lnngs. 

The p DEIN Aspec y the Skin. 

range $ z : ‘By the Kidneys. 
Genesis—The Creation. Digestion and Nutrition, ^ 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. The Elementary Substances, 


The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 


Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


‘ The Mind. 
Sin and Salvation. s * ms 
The Ecolesiastical Kindergarten. 


Samuel the Kingmaker. J 3 

God Save the King. Rational Review. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 

The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 

The Christian Era. Every Man His Own Goa. i 

Tras áj 

Ozganio Life Animal, NEUE ir 
e Master ieee Rules for Human Conduct 
The Nervous Tissnes. ILLUSTRATIONS. : 


Food and Food-Substances, Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
In Cloth, $$1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 9292 pages—which she, 


Edward Olodd: A P 


ious Propensity, Furneaux Jordan, F.R.C.S 


. The Living Waters. 

To those who need & medicin, remember 
ihat Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach,liver, and kidneys; 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21itig 


50 cents to E. D. Blenker. Snowville, Va., 

and secure for one year the Little Free 

thinker, a Freethought journal for young 
18 


people. $ 
WATCHES for trading and speculating, from 
1.48 np; price list free, Safe Watch Oo., P.O, 
ox 180, New York. E2t19 


Modern Marriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. 


Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker. 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriages—one from the nobility, one from the 
bourgeoisie, one from the petty bourgeotsie, and 
one from the working-people—and describes, with 
all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig- 
inates, by what motive each is inspired, how eac 


is consummated, and how each results. 


Price, 15 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Freethinker s Badge-pin 


mdi D 
SP THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 


EEKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, 85. Either kind (Tea or Sngar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 


e 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journ 
orthodoxy torpedo ene 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Address 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


-—Ideal Pleasures: Foresight, . 
Chap. VII.— 


FOR— 
ter 1 SOA. 
Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, 
and CONTENTS; 
The True History of the Bible, Prof. Edwin 


Johnson; A Practical View of Lif s 
The Decadence of the Old Tho harles atta; 
Lynn 
Laing; 


l . E. 
Linton; Inspiration in poco yrs. Bi 
of Love, A Poem, Fapt. W.B. 

ell, B.Be., 


A 
Spiritual Wickedness in High Places, 


quences of Agnosticism, F J. Gould; The Relig- 


Price, 35 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 
& Lafayette place, New York. 


FU in a Nutshell. 


By ABA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents, Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JES, 


An important and remarkable revelation con 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first. 
century. It is here claimed that his life and: 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. ` 
Price, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
us Lafavatta vlace. New York Gitv 


“INFIDELS AND CHARITY.” 


_A Leaflet showing thit the oft-repeated Chris- 
tian statement that Infidels do not contribnte 
to nor found oharities is a falsehood. Itonght te 
be widely circulated to meet the calnmny. ice, 
5 cents; 50 cents a dozen. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place. New York, ` 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of TuE TRUTA 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on. 
receipt of one dollar. i 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Bev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price.15 cents. ` Address this office. 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


10 cents, 


‘THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY 2 


Gems of Phoughe. | 


apres is great danger in encouraging 
a people to expect impossible things.— 
Galveston News. 


Waen a country is well-governed, pov- 
erty and mean conditions are things to be 
ashamed of; when a country is ill-governed 
riches and honor are things to be ashamed 
of, — Confucius. 


Ler us always strive for that last and 
best produot of the growing race, the sane 
and equal mind, serenely poised, self- 
centered, confident of its own integ- 
rity, vigilant toward its own defects, in- 
finitely charitable toward the defects of 
others—pivoted on principle.— Wayland 
H. Smith, 


Waar makes a man a good Ohristian 
does not make him a good man. This is 
one ériticism of Christianity. Another is 
that this religion is false, utterly false; it 
is based upon what never took place, and 
it endeavors to build itself up by trying to 
gnare people into believing what will not 
take place. —Znvestigator. 


Tur competitiv gymnastics of the fu- 
ture will turn hundreds of boy-topers into 
young athletes. They will sweeten the 
dry bread of drudgery with an enthusiasm 
which for ‘countless thousands will: make 
life worth living, and their promoters will 
hay earned the right to lecture the masses 
on the expedience of purging their arena 
from the element of rodyism,—Velix L. 
Oswald. 


Nzozssary and eternal as are its truths, 
all science concerns all mankind for all 
time. Equally at present and in the re- 
motest future, must it be of incalculable 
importance for the regulation of their 
conduct that men should understand the 
science of life, physical, mental, and so- 
eial; and that they should understand all 
other science as a key to the science of 
life.— Herbert Spencer. 


I wav protested for equal freedom. 
Equal freedom sweeps off as by one hand 
all the objections of authority. In a world 
surrendered to this principle men would 
be happy and justice would be done. 
Equal freedom dispossesses the robber. It 
never takes from him from whom should 
not be taken. It sets the value of honor 
up, and reduces spoliation to its proper 
level.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Waar knowest thou, man, of life? and yet, 
for ever twixt the womb, the grave, 

Thou pratest of the coming life, of heaven 
and hell thou fain must rave. 


The world is old. and thou art young; the 
world is large and thou art small; 
Cease, atom of a moments span, to hold 
thyself an all-in-all. 
—JHáji Abdt El- Yezdi. 


DANIEL WEBSTER Was à great man and a 

eat orator, but he did not become great 
by merely imitating some one else. But 
you can no more trim the natural power 
within you to a pattern than you can in- 
crease or diminish your stature. I cannot 
understand why any man should want to 
formulate himself to the identity of some 
one else. There is hardly any individual- 
ity which is not worthy of the closest ob- 
servation.— Henry Irving. 


No indwelling deity now regulates the 
life of the burning sun, no guardian angels 
drive the stars across the arching firma- 
ment; the divine Ganges is water flowing 
down into the sea to evaporate into cloud 
and descend again in rain. No deity sim- 
mers in the boiling pot, no presiding 
Spirits dwellin the volcanos, no imprisoned 
demon shrieks from the mouth of the 
howling lunatic. There was a period of 
human thought when the whole universe 
seemed actuated by spiritual life. For 
our knowledge of our own history, it is 
deeply interesting that there should re- 
main rude races yet living under the phi- 
losophy which we hav so far passed from 
since physics, chemistry, biology, hav 
seized whole provinces of ancient Ani- 
mism, setting force for life, and law for 
will.—Dr. E. B. Tylor. 


Hz [Jesus] was wanting in filial love and 
duty to his own parents, in brotherly affec- 
tion to his own family. Heplainly taught 
men to love him best. ‘‘ He that loveth 
father or mother more than me is not wor- 
thy of me,” and many more words to that 
effect. He was abusiv in his vituperation 


against certain individuals, calling them |. 


frightful names. ‘‘ Ye serpents, ye gener- 
ation of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?” His manners were 
not always such as to be followed; and he 
betrayed the weakness of much self-con- 
ceit, promising rewards to his followers, 
and threatening with perdition those who 
rejected him. If the New Testament, 
"which records all this, be true, then Christ 
is neither a God to be worshiped, nor a 
teacher to be implicitly trusted, nor an ex- 
emplar to be in all things followed. From 
first to last, and with only one exception, I 
reject the foregoing Christian dogmas on 
moral grounds alone. — Rev. Charles 
Vorsey. 


POND'S EXTRACT 


THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


—in a bottle—small size—and 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE 
in curing that troublesome 
CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 
MOSQUITO BITE, PILES, 
SUNBURN, BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 
from which you are suffering. 
USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 
CAUTION A discriminating intelli- 

" gent purchaser demands 
QUALITY. Large bottles—and large 
profits—to unscrupulous. venders do 
not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 


by insisting that no weak substitute 
be offered in place of the GENUINE 


POND'S EXTRACT 


MADE ONLY BY 
POND'S EXTRACT CO., 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


LX XA CE S 2s 
FREETHINKERS 


MAGAZINE! 


B, F, UNDERWOOD, x 
T, B, WAREMAN, 
Editoria) Contributors,’ 


H L. GREEN, Editor and Publisher, 


Sample Copy. !O cents. HUFFALQ, N; o 
Sent one year on trlat for $1.00 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations sve- 
cially Prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradietions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lineoln: Was He a Christian? 
By 2 ohn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 60 
centa. a y 

Pen-Pictures of the World?s Fair. lllus- 
trated, By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. : 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings, Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 

- Bell. oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 

Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the stne 


ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
the, Promotion of 


Diora ge the Date of Philanth and 

are is the i rop 

Štatesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LLE. 
oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 3 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Hes ae Bourse. By a acob Hartmann, M.D. 

oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. Ehe 
H. Gardener. Cloth, 81; paper, 50 cents. | 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. oth, $2; leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 

Woman: 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant puding, over one hundred por- 
traits, $5. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOOOUNT OF A 


. Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


"Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


By Helen | 


Four Centuries of Progress.. 


^ 


6. 1894. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Il- 

lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 

Woman:. Four Centuries of Progress. 

By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
in a Lifetime. A ‘Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 rhp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.95. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever ‘issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25-smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 924 pp., boards, 81. © - 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


Lá 


| The New God, Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cents. 


aifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
cents. ‘* rose epic of the war,rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 


‘first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
day.”—{John Swinton’s Paper. 
one, A Romance. ‘The su- 

thor , certainly has, genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is 
filed with manly thoughts, expressed, 
manly words—the ranscrint of a manly min 
Every Liberal should read * Golden Throne.’” 
—[Ingersoll Price, $1. . . 
Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation in 

rhyme between the Nineteenth Oentnry 

Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica ita superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 85 cents. R 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 


‘For all of the above address 
HE TRUTH SEEKER O 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most note of these vicars 
rist and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, -in- 
triguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as & black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti. 
Catholic book ublished has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation, as thir 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her " child of shame" was none 
other than the child of ber priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Aurieular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing .priest...A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, andinfanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 


cents. 2 e 
The Priest in Absolution, A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 


copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- . 


masked,” from the " Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appena! 
: toevery American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 
hands, 80 fraught "with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 
Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham. Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shail not mary. Price. paper. 1§ cents. 
Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 

ham; Hssex, England. Showing that convents 

are ini d io chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
pper, ` 

106 DOPET, TEE TRUTA SHEKE UO., 

2 Lafayette Pinco, New Yurk Ufty. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. Newman. Price % sents. 


Address THE-TROTH SEEKER, 


and: 
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Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issuxs or 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891. 
Men, Women, and Gods 


20 
Victor Hugo's 10 
TheOrisis. Thomas Paine. lllustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

. 302. Robert O. Adams ,.............-..- 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller........-... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- " 

"Do MMC 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. 'T. E. Longshore.... ............ 50 
Issues or 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. Q. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights m Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- m 
DEMEURE 
Was OhristOrucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- ii 
org" 

Bible Morals. John E Remeburg ... 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk... . 50 
Pocket Theology. | Voltaire.............-. "mE 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- iH 

Liberty in Literature. "Testimonial to 
t tman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
PróGUoR. lii soessussesseus eet ck css ree sir 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 46 
OREMUS ais 
The Holy Bible Abridged................... 4. 30 
False_ Claims of the Church. John E. 
Remsburg....... .. Sudaani t ee 10 
IssvEs or 1898.—$8. 
Thomas. Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
Ingersoll... ......essceeceeeeess TE 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

. mann............ RO RAS 50 
Orimes of Preachers in the United Btates. 

M. E. Billings ............ a eSseseesite tun’ 25 
Resurrection o? Jesus................ esee eese 40 

andbook of Freethought. W.8. Bell...... 50 

Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. B.P.Putnam............ 895 

Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
Tue TRUTH BEEEER.................... 15 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Oh 

John E. Remsburg...... TIEREN 50 

Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. §.P. Putnam....... Pieire Ka 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine............ . 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos, Paine.. 16 

Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
$$ 50 
i. 10 
i n... .. RB 

Sister Lucy. er Awful Disclosures of 
ewhall Convent,.... usum .secceeess seers 10 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
^ (21 cowcua'cuas EROR m 10 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Selt-Contradictions of the Bible. W. H.Burr 18 
uring the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
ag thoy appear. | 
Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired, : 
Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. .. 
28 Lafayette Place. Now York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advnntag^ of these Manufactu-. 
rer’s Priccw. 


REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Humpden. 
Gentlemen's Stze. 


case, $8 extra, 
kind, $8 less. 
Ladtes’ Size. 

Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
cares, 7 jewels, $18; 11 jewels, $14.50; 15 jewels, 
819. In 14 kt, solid gold, hunting cases, $28, 
$24.60, $29. 

THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchable) hair spring, beautiful, double sunk, 
pant ied dial, nickel, gola damescened finish, ad~ 
justed to heat and cold and positions. Latest 
Spee UMCHM, and guarantced a perfect time- 
eeper. 
Gentlemen's Stze. 

Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case, $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; gold filled 14 kt.,21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 10 kt.,15 year cascs, $8 


less. 
Ladtes' Stze. 


Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $30. 
In 14 kt. golid gold, hunting cases, #40. d 
All gold and filled caren made bv best manufac- 
turers as Boss, Dueber, Fany, and Ladd, in plain, 
engine turn d, or artistically engraved 
oods shipped by. express, charges prepaid. 


SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWBLBER. 
Send for price-lists, ROCHELLE, ILL. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


N b ription ofthe Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery -an Oute 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in extstence—with evidences Of suo- 
cess. Address, DR, R. p, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw thisadver. Vineland, N. J. 


EW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their pate: nage and not waste the 
tim .and money on Ohristian dootors.—Dr. Fel 

s 
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Jerusarem. H 
Tome 
—— 


ml a SET 


SETTING UP SIGNS. 


. And the passengers that pass through the land, when any seeth a man’s bone, then shall he set up a sign 
by it, till the buriers hav buried it in the valley of Hamon-gog.—Ezek. xxxix, 15, 


ORDER NOW. 


“SPECIAL PAINE: MEMORIAL, ILLUSTRATED ” 


Issue June 2d, Ready May 30th. 


Price, per copy, 7 cents; five or more, 5 cents each. 
Every one of our readers should send for one to ten or more extra copies. 


Agents and subscribers and Liberal societies are specially urged to give this number of Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER the widest circulation. It will be historical. e interesting from first to last 
page. Jt is intended as a modest tribute to one of the men who were equal to America’s need in the 
times that tried men's souls." America is not longer justified in the policy of silence as to Thomas 
Paine's grend. hearted work in the cause of American independence and humanity. And Americans 
should know of him that they may for themselves judge it. he.does not deserve a. generous. candi 
* well-done ” in the pages of American history. Justice may come slowly but come it will, when 
views arero broadened as not to take the traditional say-so of the misinformed or malicious, as truth. 
We therefore would ask the cordial interest of every reader, that he willdo his little or much— 
we want allto assist in placing the immortal name of Thomas Paine where it rightfully belongs, 
and you can help in the wey Wa ulate, and we hope you will. : 
Below find order-blank. If you prefer it and will give list of names covering copies you order, 


we will attend to prompt mailing. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Pl., New York, 
ORDER-LIST. CUT THIS OUT. 
Orn ccc veces nc scce erence cessor evecceeny tesesossoese » 1894. 
TRUTH SEEKER 00 (P. O. Address.) (Date.) » 
98 Lafayette Pl, New York. 

Inclosed find ...... dollar ...... cents for ...... copies of THE TRUTH BrEEKER “SPECIAL 
PAINE MEMORIAL, ILLUSTRATED " issue for June 2d. 

Please mail as follows— 
(Write plainly.) NAME. POST-OFFICE. STATE. 


aavesoavsecssonenssataeeccossstnabBuathetececteco|eonneonseossaeconespeeesectecsvesvssysocceo|lscoccssoevvasteconecen 


aecsenesocnescuosceüeesessacaceuasesesesostenseneoe[|ececeesssosossóccnocstuavoosvoveeostDecsecce|zsoconecesosonussóces 


wessnootoeshoesessceessossccaasecuenseaseceeccec|essessovecesseocstecosoteoceovcsesssossee|lescsuonescosssneseeps 


saenonuseueocevueuneeeececsoszoesssutsseecueconocnsueses|cccceeocoosesececcsocoosocctececseeececeecaeee]|ltoscecosocsuto tonus 


sastósoccesostoopetosoocevospececeBuececececoccc|tsccesecosocecootcettsecesetussecvesccesce|lsosetusetseseteoosuese 


satuensuunshnaasas eaaeececceetüüseseeevstonseeneee|scereccesoon csss5ss o Pere re eer ns bee ee rr 


aesssecsuhasaeeeseccusatosceeooveteceececssonssesos[vevsesocecvovecceceessssocsosssuvovecssecc|nsesooveceonsunesusen 


If insufficient, please attach additional slip here. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll's | HISTORY OF THE BIBLE. 


ARGUMENT 
Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, |^ Pers Nestor the Formation and Development 


At Morristown, N. J. as 


This is the greatestar: entever made in acase 
of this kind, and will a model for the Bar so By BRONSON D. KEELER. 
long as the Christians use force to repress free — 

speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Ohristian per- 


OontENts: The Hebrew Oanon. The New Tes 


i tament. The Early Controversies. The Books a 
{realy elroulated, read to the Obristians, and ox. | Bist Not Considered Inspired. Were the Fathe 
. pounded on every occasion, $ Qompetent? The Fathers Quoted as Scriptur 
In $5 cente; in cloth, 50 cents Books Which are Now Called Apocryphal. Th 
paper, 35 cents; s - Heretics. The Christian Canon. 
Address THE TBUTH FEEEEB, . Paper, 80 cente: cloth, 75 conta. 


Deutfcye SHreidenker-Biidjer. 


Wir haben folgende Bitder in 
bentjdjer Sprache, teldje jer berithmt find : 


,, Die Jerthiimer Mofes,” 
Cine friti(de Beleuchtung bes Pentateuch im 
Sicht ber modernen Weltan: 
fhauung und Gefitinng. 
von Col. R. G. Ingerfoll Prets 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung. gut 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
des 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Prets 50 Cents. 
“Moderne Götterdämmerung,” 
von Gol, 9t. G. Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


p Wunder und Wunderthater, 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


— 


,, Giaube nnd Vernunft, “ 
oder LE BON SENS, 
des rémifch-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzoftfchen überfebt von 
Srauletr Unna Knoop. 

501 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Bücher find in Papier-Umfdhlag und 
flarem Druck. Yinfere oeut(doen Lefer 
follten (te weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


How To Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. Icongratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” 

Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. 

Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
Lafayette place. New York. 


Jf ows of the (Ocok., 


Tux London cabmen went'on strike last 
week, Ax ee 


Coxry, the Commonwealer, has been 
sent to jail for twenty days. j 


On May 16th a fire in Pawtucket de. 
stroyed property to the value of $500,000, 


Just west of Fostoria, O., one of the 
largest gas wells ever discovered, ig 
burning. ; 


Louis Ornovis BONAPARTE, grandnephew 
of the great Napoleon, died in London on 
May 14th. 


CowanESSMAN  BRROKINRÍDGE ' has ap- 
pesled his case to the Supreme Court of 
the District. 


Tax Senate Committee on Territories 
will report in favor of the admission of 
Utah to statehood. ; 


Great damage was done by the heavy 
rains and consequent high streams in Wis- 
consin and Minnesota. 


Dr. Turre, the Protestant Episcopal 
bishop of Missouri, is reported to hav 
joined the Salvation Army. 


JoxES'Ss Woop, an historic spot on the 
East river bluffs, New York, was destroyed 
by fire last week. ‘Loss, $300,000. 


On May 20th all the eastern part of 
Kentucky was covered with snow to the 
depth of from two to ten inches. 


Tuer forces of President Peixoto in the 
state of Sao Paulo were defeated in & 
battle with the insurgents last week. 


Ewing Henry, the Anarchist who threw 
8 bomb in the Hotel Terminus, Paris, on 
February 12th, was guillotined at 4 A.w., 
May 21st. 


Tus motormen of the Brooklyn trolley 
system struck last Sunday because the 
company had ordered them to purchase 
new uniforms. The company yielded. 


Tur Supreme Court of Kansas decides 
that bankers and capitalists must pay 
taxes on what they owe as well as what 
they own, as farmers and others hav been 
doing. 

Six Anarchists, Oodina,  Cerezuela, 
Logas, Bemat, Villarubia, and Mir, con- 
victed of conspiracy with Pallas against 
the life of General Martinez-Campos, were 
executed in Barcelona last Monday. 


Tum executiv committee of the, National 
Liberal Federation has issued a call for a 
conference, to be held at Leeds on June 
20th, for. the purpose of formulating & 
campaign against the House of Lords. 


A VERY severe and protracted storm 
swept over most of the country east of the 
Mississippi the latter part of last week. 
Many schooners were wrecked on Lake 
Michigan and twenty to thirty lives lost. 


A FIRE started by a smoker’s match at 
the Boston baseball grounds on May 15th 
burned over twelve acres in a frame tene- 
ment district. The fire department was 
very dilatory in responding. Thirty chil- 
dren are missing. 


Tar coal miners’ strike continues, the 
conference of miners and operators having 
been barren of results. In MoAllister, 
Indian Territory, matters hav assumed & 
serious phase, the Italian miners being 
well armed and drilling, it is reported. 


An attempt to bribe Senators Hunton of 
Virginia and Kyle of South Dakota to 
vote against tariff revision is reported. A 
committee of investigation, consisting of 
Gray, Lindsay, Lodge, Devis, and Allen, 
e een appointed. It will sit with closed 

oors. : 


` Justiog Gaxwon of the State Supreme 
Court has decided against Health Com- 
missioner Emery. of Brooklyn. He de- 
elares that the commissioner has no au- 
thority to quarantine persons who refuse 
to be vaccinated, and thus keep them 
prisoners until they submit to his orders. 
Emery will take an appeal to the General 
Term, 


Tur free-silver men, under the leader- 
ship of Bland and Governor Stone, cap- 
tured the Missouri state convention. 
They also carried the convention.for the 
income tax by a three-fourths vote. Or 
the other hand, the administration forces 
win in Alabama, and Representativ Oates 
will be the Demecratic nominee for 
governor. 


In the House of. Commons, Morton, 
Liberal, moved to cut off the annuity of 
the Duke of Edinburg, now Duke of Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotha, on the ground that he is 
now a foreign sovereign. Labouchére 
seconded the motion. Churchill Har- 
court, and Balfour opposed. It was de- 
feated by a vote of 298 to 67. Charles 
Dilke and Wilfred Lawson voted with the 
growing minority. ` : : 
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A GENEROUS PARENT SHOULD SAY: 
«Ip THERE MUST BE TROUBLE, LET IT 
BE IN MY DAY, THAT MY CHILD MAY HAY 
PEACE.” 


MaN[HAS NO PROPERTY IN MAN. 


I BELIEVE IN THE EQUALITY OF MAN 
I BELIEVE DUTIES CONSIST IN DOING 
JUSTICE, LOVING MERCY, AND ENDEAY- 
ORING TO MAKE OUR FELLOW OREA- 
TURES HAPPY. 


ANY SYSTEM OF RELIGION THAT 
HAS ANYTHING IN IT THAT SHOCKS 
THE MIND OF A CHILD CANNOT BE A 
TRUE SYSTEM. 


WHO ART THOU, VAIN DUST AND 
ASHES! BY WHATEVER NAME THOU ART 
CALLED—WHETHER A KING, A BISHOP, 
A CHURCH, OR A STATE, A PARLIAMENT 
OR ANYTHING ELSE—-THAT OBTRUDEST 
THINE INSIGNIFIOANCE BETWEEN THE 
BOUL OF MAN AND HIS MAKER? 


CERTAIN I AM, THAT WHEN. OPIN- 
JONS ARE FREE, EITHER IN MATTERS 
OF GOVERNMENT OR RELIGION, TRUTH 

' WILL FINALLY AND POWERFULLY PRF- 
VAIL. 


PAINE: THE KNIGHT-ERRANT OF FREEDOM. 


^ 


A MEMORIAL DAY POEM. 
boc E s ac ODE 


ES 


I For ne'er was soldier that fought and bore 
Bring laurel wreaths for the Nation's dead, The brunt of battle — set others free— 
But some great genius has moved before, 
And pointed the way to liberty. 


And flowers for the graves of the men who fell— 
"Who fell where furrow and field ran red— 


To crash of cannon and shriek of shell. AM 
Bring words of praise from, the living tongue, Who made the cause of the slave his own, 
Extol their deeds with the breath of flame ; Defied the power of 4 robber king, 
You eannot brighten the glory flung Spoke out for right with a trumpe} tone, 
Athwart their tombs by the sun of Fame. And wrote with a pen from the eagle’s wing? 
II ` l I say the leader in all the wars 


That strike the fetters from limbs and brain—- 


The starry. banner of this loved land, : 
The bonds of iron or ereeds or laws—- 


That loyal winds for an age had tost, 
Felt at her halliards a hostile . hand, ` Is the leader we honor—Thomas Paine. 


* * * . * * * * 
y : 
O Champion, bravest in all the past! 
O Freedom, fairest of all the dames! 


And trailed iu the dust of a risen host. 
These heroes whose ashes 'neath us lie, 

By a spirit guided from out the past, 
Restored the flag to her native sky, 


And died in the shadow Old Glory cast. Long may the pledge of your fealty last, 
For ever united be your names. 
n i l And long as flowers from the sod shall spring, 
But pause not now, with the tribute paid Touched by the warmth of a May day bright, 
To those who breasted the waves of war, A blossom and tear shall the lady bring 
For Justice bids that a word be said “Po drop on the grave of her faithful knight. 


Yet stronger, clearer and louder far. S GEO, X. MAODONALD, 
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the Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


BY SAMUEL, P: PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout ibo Oivilized World for 


-tho last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historie Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 


It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial and Political 


Movement. 


It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we-can hail its future triumph. 


* Four Hundred Years of Freethoight” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, atant with the most splendid Poetry, fich with. ‘the greatest Iuven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 
l Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who.are still in the van for Host Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended aud what is.already won must be carefully guarded. ` Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty ; ; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnific.nt Whole, 
a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added glory of m j 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 
frem the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Üniversal Power, : as a EN a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth: 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and dish: and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly. understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 

,* The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Woman’s Emancipation. 


Philo;ophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. Government and Politics. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire, ; Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. ileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. . Castelar. Mary Wollstoneraft, 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius, Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon.. Bradlaugh. Harriet Martineau; 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison, -Frances Wright: 
Hume. : Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. © Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. pesi L. "Rose, 
Kant. ' | Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. | | Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria: Child, 
Hamilton, Darwin. Owen. Shelley. ` Heine. t | Mazzinni. Lincoln: -. argaret- Fuller. 
Comte. Tyaga, Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. ^ .| Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Oady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. - Mil . . Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi, Petrofsky. MatildaJoslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. . Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. -© ` 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought aid the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Dr. E B. Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wiron, 


Horace Seaver, 


J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 
D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E, Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Hlizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklio Semet, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, 3 Foote, J. D. Sha Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, f E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge O. B. Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


` and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey^of history, - 


and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it wil be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled 4n this book. DON'T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give-to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 


This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker ` 


ean afford to be without it. 


It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


|.Four New 


HOW TO GET 


\FOUR HUNDRED YEARS | 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. | 
FRI 


OF FREETHOUGHT - 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


"We have made arrangements with ` 


. Mr. Putnam whereby we are énabled 


to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tur 
Trurs SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free. 
thought." . Not all aré able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to. obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


[Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 


lregular rates ($12 in 


all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 


|Club a copy of “FOUR 


HUNDRED YEARS OF 

FREETHOUGHT,” 

FREE OF CHARGES, 
And further, to aid our friends in 

getting this book for themselves, we 

will offer 

To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated — 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS ‘AND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 
Or, if —— a copy cloth-bound of 
"  W, 8. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 
Remember, to the Getter-up of. The Club, 
n HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W, S. Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” i in loti all free ` 
hy post or express, `- 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2.to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 


from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 


the country, especially with these 


Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred. 
Years of Freethought ” as soon’as the: 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and: 
Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names ens - 
rolled in its shining pages. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette Place, ` 
.. NEW YORK, 


AJ ournal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol.21. No.22. {rostasuep ice a] 


New York, Saturday, June 2, 1894. 


is LAFAYETTE PLI $3.00 Per Year. 


TH E TRUT H S E E K ER. Thomas Paine, the Advocate of Liberty and 


FOUNDED EY De m. ‘BENNETT, 


E. M. MACDONALD, - Editor and Manager, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - . - = JUNE 2, 1894, 


. ; 


ORSONERERON RATES; 


One subsoription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one’ remit- 


1 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance., 


Money should be sent by express company's money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafts, oheoks, post-oftoe 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to onr 


readers if they will send us the name and address of 


any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


„BOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- | 
P p ‘until the few thousand slaves of Paine’s time had 


als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome: premium offers: 


For. $6.50 we will send Tue Terura Bex one 


year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 


Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tux Trura SEmKER one 
year ($3) and *Paine's Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we wil send Tax Trura Sxzxz& one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tae Taura Szzxzr one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's * Dynamic The- 
ory”. ($2.75). . This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 


pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be wellinformed in all scientific 
matters. 


For $4.50 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one 


Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz TRUTH Since one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tax Truru SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tum Taurz SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
lustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


This is'a. splendid opportunity. to obtain: “books: 


which every Liberal desires to hav, at-an exceed-’ referring to hid first meeting with Paine, says: 


ingly ` ‘low price. ‘Old and new subsctibers can 
avail ‘thetiiselvs of it, and we shall be glad if.our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


» | The right to be free, and the hope to be just, and the 


Even Jefferson faltered and Washington bent be- 


try, stood by his antislavery principles, denouncing, 


tion which was all inclusiv in its averment of the 


reothi k aom lust we hav received from the generations which 
Uwe a and eThe Prodiimikers: Ficionai Eo flouted the teachings of Paine! What a heritage of 


-| peace and joy and love we should hav received 


‘I did homage to ‘his principles and pen upon the 


ever published in his life.” On page 52, Conway, | 
speaking of the same article, remarks: * Paine's 
paper is as thorough as Garrison himself could hav 
made it. And, indeed, it is remarkable that Qarri- 
son, at a time when he shared the common preju- 
dices against Paine, printed at the head of his 
Liberator a motto closely resembling Paine’s. The 
motto of Paine was: ‘The world is my country, 
my religion is to do good; that of the Liberator : 
‘Our country is the world, our countrymen:are all: 
mankind.’ Garrison did characteristic justice to 
‘Paine when he had outgrown early prejudices 
against him.” In the Pennsylvania Journal of 
Oct. 18, 1775, Paine expressed the hope that when 
America should no longer depend upon Great 
Britain, our first expression of gratitude should be: 
“an act of continental legislation, which shall put 
a stop to the importation of negroes for sale, soften 
the hard fate of those already here, and in time 
procure their freedom.” Again Conway says: 

'* At this time Paine saw much of Jefferson, and there 
ean be little doubt that the antislavery clause: struck out. 
of the Declaration was written by Paine, or by some one 
who had Paine’s antislavery essay before him. * ° * 
Thus did Paine try to lay at the corner the stone which 
the builders rejected, and which afterwards ground their 
descendants to powder. Jefferson withdrew the clause 
on the objection of Georgia and South Carolina, which 
wanted slaves, and of Northerners interested in supplying 
them. That, however, was not known till all the parties 
were dead. Paine had no reason to suppose that the dec- | 
laration of human freedom and equality, passed July 4th, 
could fail eventually to include the African slaves. The 
Declaration embodied every principle he had been assert- 
ing, and indeed Cobbett is correct in saying that whoever | 
may hay written the Declaration Paine was its anthor. 

On November 2, 1779, Paine was elected Olerk 
fore the storm. The slave-power asserted itself in of the APEERE eagle IA ae 

e : i i dd same da ere was in uced. into that 
that early day and the most illustrious ot isl Mies i act for the abolition of slavery in the state, . 
statesmen surrendered or stifled their convictions which then contained six thousand negro slaves. The 
at its behest. But the man whom priests hate and | body of this very moderate measure was prepared by 
malign and freemen love and honor never for one | George Bryan, but the much admired preamble. has been 
moment quailed or compromised. Thomas Paine, attributed by tradition tothe pen of Paine. That this 
who, it is only just to say, did more than any 


tradition is correct is now easily proved bys comparison , 
other ‘man to secure the independence of this coun- 


Justice. 

‘*Come, workers, here was a teacher, and the lesson he 
taught was good : 

n si no Classes or races, but one human brother- 
hood ; 

There are no creeds to be hated, no colors of- skin de- 
barred ; 

Mankind is one in its rights and wrongs—one right, one 
hope, one guard. 

By his life he taught, by his death we learn, the great re- 
former's creed : 


guard against selfish greed.” 


The grand tribute of John Boyle O'Reilly to 
Wendell Phillips, the “ silver-tongued " champion of 
the slave in the later days of the republic, is no 
less applicable to Thomas Paine, the first and most 
faithful pleader for the oppressed in the nation’s in- 
fancy. The man whose memory we honor on each 
recurring twenty-ninth of January and whose me- 
morial at New Rochelle we this year decorate, sent 
to the Pennsylvania Magazine the first protest 
against the buying-and selling of the black man. 
that flowed from the pen of an American patriot, 
and never while life remained in the hand that held 
that pen did the heart that impelled it grow luke- 
warm, or the brain that guided it become weary in 
the propaganda of freedom which the shortsight- 
edness and cupidity of our people permitted to drag 
its way along through generation after generation 


multiplied into four millions and until their chains 
could be melted only in the white heat of one of 
the most terrible wars that ever desolated the world. 


of its sentiments and phraseology with the antislavery 
writings of Paine presented in previous. pages of this 
work, The author, who alone seems to hav been thinking 
of the Negroes and their rights during that revolutionary 
epoch, thus had some reward in writing the first procla- 
mation of emancipation in America. The act passed 
March 1, 1780. 

Writing from Paris on March 16, 1790, to a 
friend in Philadelphia, Paine says: 

‘I wish most anxiously to see my much loved America. 
It is the country from whence all reformation. must 
originally spring. I despair of seeing an abolition of the 
infernal trafic in Negroes. We must push that matter 
further on your side of the water. I wish that a few 
well-instructed could be sent among their brethren in 
bondage, for until they are able to take their own part 
nothing will be done.” 

Shortly after his first arrival i in America Paine per- 
ceived that slavery was sanctioned by the Old Testa- 
ment, and he at once repudiated the authority of that 
volume. How different from the millions of Chris- 
tians, whom nothing less than the thunders of 
Shiloh and Gettysburg and the capitulation of Ap- 
pomatox could convince of the fallibility of that. 
musty code! - 

We cannot resist the temptation to quote here 
Mr. Conway’s admirable summary of the reforms 
advocated by the man who has been denounced and 
misrepresented as perhaps no other man has .been 
in any age of the world,and that, too, by those. 
who hav been among the most fortunate legatees.of - 
his priceless services to mankind. Here is the ex- 
cerpt mentioned : 

Thus the Pennsylvania Magazine, in the time that: 
Paine edited it, was a seed-bag from which the sower 
scattered the seeds of great reforms ripening with the 
progress of civilization. Through the more popular 


as only he could denounce, the crime of human 
bondage, and imploring his fellow citizens who had 
fought and suffered in the cause of political inde- 
.| pendence not to longer stultify themselvs by con- 
doning or defending the enslavement of men whose 
skins were black but whose equal and inalienable 
rights had been affirmed in that immortal Declara- 


birthright to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness. Had government and people acted upon the 
admonitions of Thomas Paine, how different would 
hav been the history of the United States! What 
a heritage of blood and agony and hate and war 


from those generations had they been liberty-loving 
and wise enough to perceive and act in accordance 
with the principles of universal freedom which the 
author of the “Rights of Man” never for one 
moment doubted or betrayed! 

Reading the two large volumes of Conway's 
Life of Paine, one cannot fail to be struck by the 
frequent references to the Author-Patriot’s work in 
behalf of the slaves. On Page 41 there is a letter 
from Dr. Rush, one of the earliest and most untir- 
ing of the revolutionary abolitionists, in which he, 
« We met < in Mr. Aitkin’s bookstore, where 
subject of the enslaved Africans. He told me the 
essay to which I alluded was the first thing he had 
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press he sowed also. Events sel cted his seeds of Ameri- 
ean independence, of republican equality, freedom from 
royal, ecclesiastical, and hereditary privilege, for a 
swifter and more important harvest; but the whole circle 
of human ideas and principles was recognized by this 
lone wayfaring man. The first to urge extension of the 
principles of independence to the enslaved negro; the 
first to arraign monarchy, and to point out the danger of 
its survival in presidency; the first to propose articles of 
a more thorough nationality to the new-born states; the 
first to advocate international arbitration; the first to ex. 
pose the absurdity and criminality of dueling; the first 
to suggest more rational ideas of marriage and divorce, 
the first to advocate national and international copyright; 
the first to plead for the animals; the first to demand 
justice for woman-—what brilliants would our modern re- 
formers hav contributed to a coronet for that man’s brow, 
had he not presently worshiped the God of his fathers 
after the way that theologians call heresy!” 

It is eighty-five years since Paine laid down his 
pen, and our country has passed through an awful 
crisis in that interval. Inventiv genius and indus- 
trial enterprise hav broadened beyond computation 
the area of cultivated land, developed our mining 
resources, and established manufactories without 
number and of great magnitude. Railway and tele- 
graph lines belt the continent in almost every direc- 
tion. A vast and complicated educational system 
extends its ramifications into every nook and cor- 
ner of the land. Immigration and domestic in- 
crease hav swelled our population to sixty-five mill- 
ions. And yet, so far as religious and political 
liberty is concerned, we hav made no advance since 
Paine’s day except on lines pointed out by him, 
We are in practice, in some things, where he was in 
principle one hundred years ago; yes, where he 
was in 1775. In other directions we stumble 
blindly where he walked with clear eyes and sure 
feet. We and our fathers hav contemned the jus- 
tice he loved and denied the liberty of thought and 
action to the establishment of which he gave his 
life's services. It is not so often that the man to 
whom a generation builds monuments was wiser con- 
cerning the problems that confront that generation 
than it is itself; But Paine was. Not only was he 
of more lucid thought, as regarded the issues of his 
own age, than were his contemporaries, but he also 
reasoned more justly than the priests and politicians 
three generations removed from his time. As a 
rule it is true that * each new decade must hav new 
men to determin its liberty,” but, so far as humanity 
must deal with the questions of religious and civil 
rights, Paine was a man for all decades. How he 
would hav thrilled responsiv to the ringing music 
and the lofty sentiment of these lines of the poet 
before quoted: 


SEEKER raised a fund to secure its rehabilitation. 


dedicated i& with appropriate exercises. 


and D. M. Bennett, vice-president. 


Mr. Wright. 
H. Allen a prose tribute. 


To him credit is due for his generosity. 


base. 
chiefly extracts from the hero’s works. 


and encircled by a wreath.” 


the farmhouse. 


ter, walked two of the enslaved race. 
way: * Those two negroes, traveling twenty-five 
miles on foot, represented the homage of a race for 
whose deliverance Paine had pleaded from his first 
essay written in America to his recent entreaty for 
the president's intervention in behalf of the slaugh- 
tered negroes of Domingo.” Of the scene at the 
graveyard Conway has given us the blood-quickening 
picture : 

‘‘The grand people of America were not there, the 
clergy were not there, but beside the negroes stood the 
Quaker preacher and the French Catholic woman. 
Madam Bonneville placed her son Benjamin—afterwards 
general in the United States army—at the end of the 
grave, and standing herself at the other end, cried, as the 
earth fell on the coffin: ‘Oh, Mr. Paine, my son stands 
here as testimony of the gratitude of America, and I for 
France!’” i 


Of Paine’s personal appearance Madam Bonne- 
ville says: “ Thomas Paine was five feet nine inches 
high. * His bust was well proportioned and his 
face oblong. . Reflection was the great expression of 
his face, in which was always seen the calm proceed- 
ing from a conscience void of reproach. His eye, 
which was black, was lively and piercing. - - - 
He stood and walked upright without stiffness or 
affectation.” Conway adds: “He had a prominent 


‘Itis not enough to win rights from a king and write 
them down in a book: 

New men, new lights, and the fathers’ code the sons may 
never brook. 

What is liberty now were license then; their freedom our 


yoke would be, . . 
And each new decade must hav new men to determin its | 208e, somewhat like that of Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
liberty. ; * Paine’s mouth was delicate, his chin also. 


Mankind is a marching army with a broadening front the 
while; 

Shall it crowd its bulk on the farm-paths, or clear to the 
outward file? 

Its pioneers are the dreamers who heed neither tongue 
nor pen 

Of the human spiders whose silk is wove from the lives 
of toiling men.” 


He wore no whiskers or beard until too feeble with 
age to shave. His forehead was lofty and unfur- 
rowed; his head long, the occiput feeble. His com- 
plexion was ruddy—thoroughly English. 
He was an expert horseman, and, in health, an un- 
wearied walker. He loved music, and could join 
well in a chorus.” 
Sh eec ct 

Mr. Moncure D. Conway is constantly adding to 
his previous discoveries concerning Paine. His 
fields of exploration, since he was last in the United 
States, are Paris and London. 'The more we know 
of the life and labors of Thomas Paine, the more we 
admire him, and the more keenly do we regret the 
ignorance of our people as regards his character and 
services. 


Madam Bonneville, in her sketch of the life and 
character of Paine, says that about a week after his 
death a headstone was put up bearing the inscrip- 
tion: “Thomas Paine, Author of ‘Common Sense,’ 
died the eighth of June, 1809, aged 72 years.” By 
Paine’s will a wall twelve feet square was built 
around the grave. Two weeping willows and two 
cypresses were planted outside. Many persons, 
especially foreigners, took away parts of the tomb- 
atone and trees as mementoes. The grave is situ- 
ated at the angle of the farm, by the entrance to it, 
The eighty-eight acres of the north part were sold 
at $25 per acre. The half of the south (the share of 
Thomas de Bonneville) sold for a total of $1425. 
The remainder of the south part (Benjamin de 
Bonnevilles share) was sold in lots, reserving the 
monument lot, forty-five feet square. The old 
farmhouse homestead was about a quarter of a mile 
from the grave. A monument was erected in 1839. 
It became defaced by the weather and the hands of 


At the annual conference of the National Secular 
Society, at Liverpool, Mr. George W. Foote was 
unanimously reélected president. He is the 
right man in the right place and this indorse- 
ment by the English Secularists, coming so 
soon after the “Atheist Shoemaker "-Foote-Hol- 
yoake-Hughes controversy, is peculiarly significant 
and decidedly gratifying. American Freethinkers 
hav avery warm place in their affections for both 
Mr. Foote and the society over which he presides. 
Long life and great prosperity to both. 


vandals and relic hunters, and in 1881 Tur Truru 


The restoration cost about $200. On the 30th of 
May of that year a large number of the Liberals of 
the East gathered about the monument and re. 
P.L Me- 
Clellan, of Mount Vernon, was elected president 
Following the 
president’s opening speech came addresses by T. B. 
Wakeman, J. P. Mendum, Dr. T. L. Brown, Court- 
landt Palmer, D. M. Bennett, S. P. Putnam, and 
Ella M. Hart read a poem and Mrs. 


The present work of repairing the monument is 
being done under the auspices of the Brooklyn 
Philosophieal Assoeiation, and is paid for by Mr. 
Robert H. Barry. Mr. Barry was once & Homan 
Catholie, but has long since outgrown that faith. 


The monument is of Westchester marble, is about 
twelve feet in hight and three feet square at the 
Base, capstone, and cornice of Ionie order. 
It is covered with inscriptions on the four sides, 
* On the 
west side is a profile of Paine, by an Italian artist, 
The Monument is sit- 
uated on the White Plains and New Rochelle road, 
while on the north side runs the road leading to 


In the little cortege that on June 10, 1809, fol- 
lowed the remains of Thomas Paine to West Ches- 
Says Con- 


New York. 


Three members of the New York Constitutional 
Convention—Messrs. D. H. McMillan, A. L. Kel- 
logg, and B. S. Dean—hav introduced amendments 
providing for the taxation of all private property. 


We shall soon present to our readers the.opiniong 
of college presidents and professors and county 
treasurers of this state on the subject of church 
taxation. Look out for that issue. It will be in. 
teresting. : l 


The following donations for the purposes of the 
Freethought Federation are acknowledged: J. P. 
Palmer, $2; John Helm, 40 cents; A. A. Raymond, 
$1; Mrs. M. M. Tarbell, $1; J. B. Puffer, $1; 
Abner Kimball, $1; S. F. de Jones, $1. f 


One of the amendments offered in the Constitu- 
tional Convention is intended tò prevent the im- 
prisonment of any person for more than ten months, 
when held awaiting trial. It should be ten days 
rather than ten months. Every person is presuma- 
bly innocent until adjudged guilty, and is entitled, 
under the Constitution and in equity, to a speedy 
trial. Our so-called system of justice is, in many 
respects, antiquated and cruel. One of its outrages 
is the holding of witnesses, sometimes for years, in 
the house of detention. 


We hav mailed to each Senator and Representa- 
tiv in Congress a copy of a sixteen page protest 
against the Gallinger-Morse and Kyle-Johnson 
Sunday bills now pending in the national legisla- 
ture. With each package was inclosed a copy of 
Louis Levine’s admirable letter to the members of 
the committees to which the bills were referred. 
These will also be sent to the most influential pa- 
pers of the country. The Protest pamphlet sells 
for five cents; twenty-five copies, three cents each; 
one hundred copies, $2. It should be widely dis- 
tributed. The people must be educated that the 
Sunday tyrants may be thwarted. 


Members of the Freethought Letter-Writing 
Corps (except those in New York state, who are as- 
signed to special work) will this week write to the 
Representativ in Congress from their district, or to 
one of their Senators, regardiug the Kyle-Johngon 
and Morse-Gallinger Sunday bills. We hav just 
sent to all Representativs and Senators some argu- 
ments against these bills and we hope that every 
one of our national law-makers will receive from his 
Freethought constituents letters urging him to 
carefully examin those arguments and vote against 
all laws which seek to force all the people to do 
reverence to the holy day of one class of citizens. 


CN a 

The prospects are that the fight for equal taxation 
will soon be on in earnest in the Constitutional Con- 
vention. We are sending out thousands of copies 
of “Church Property,” and have good reason to 
hope that much of this seed will fall on rich, warm 
soil, where it will quickly germinate and develop a 
healthy growth, to ere long ripen for the harvest day 
of justice. No doubt the Freethinkers, particularly 


"| those of this State, will realize the necessity of act- 


ing promptly and effectively. Mr. Putnam was at 
Albany last week. To meet the expenses incurred 
in his work, and in distributing « Church Property," 
the fund at disposal for both purposes should be 
kept replenished. 


Let every Liberalin the state of New York write 
immediately and often to the Committee on State 
Finances and Taxation of the Constitutional Con- 
vention, asking that church property be taxed 
equally with all other private wealth. This will be 


‘the work of the New York section of the Free- 


thought Letter-writing Corps while the Convention 
is in session. Write also to the delegate from your 
district. If you can, induce your local paper to 
admit arguments in favor of this measure of justice: 
The members of the above-named committee are: 
Milo M. Acker (chairman), Hornellsville; Commodore 
P. Vedder, Ellicottville; I. S. J ohnson, Warsaw; Owen 
Cassidy, Havana: A.B. Steele, Herkimer ; S. B. Jacobs, 
Brooklyn; O. A. Fuller, Wellsville: F. B. F. Tibbetts, 
Ithaca; C. R. Pratt, Elmira; A. L. Kellogg, Oneonta; 
F. T. Fitzgerald, W. MoM. Speer, Nelson Smith, W. P. 
Burr, M. J. Mulqueen, J. W. McLaughlin, S. $. Blake, 
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THOMAS PAINE. 


— 


Author and Hero of the Times that 
Tried Men's Souls, 


HONORED BY BOTH PAST AND PRESENT 


Bete as 


Tributes from Those Who Knew Him iq 
Life and from Those Who Revere 
His Memory To~day. 


A POWER IN AMERICA, FRANCE, ENGLAND. 


But few, who hav not specially examined the sub- 
ject, realize the great and beneficent influence 
which Paine’s writings hav exerted and are still 
destined to exert. He was, as is well known, one 
of the chief instigators and promoters of the Ameri. 
can Revolution, and also one of the most earnest 
and zealous workers in the brave struggle of the 

-colonies for freedom and independence. 

His success and popularity in America insured 
him an enthusiastic welcome in France, where he was 
elected a deputy to the National Convention from two 
different departments. The revolution in France. 
after many excesses and reverses, has at length 
proved successful, and the republic there, as in 
America, is permanently established. . i 

In England, the revolutionary spirit was also in- 
voked; but, unfortunately, suppressed by the strong 
hand of power, aided by bribery and treachery. 

“The French Revolution,” says James Cheetham, 
“that terrible concussion which had perniciously 
effected all Europe, and particularly England, had 
prepared the clubs for the unhinging dovtrins of 
the ‘Rights of Man.’. Never did the parched earth 
receive refreshing rain with more welcome than 
that with which the revolutionary people of England 
admitted amongst them the tumultuous writings of 
Thomas Paine. To that which was his object; to 
commotion, to the overthrow of the government, 
and to bloodshed, in all its horrid forms, they were 
rapidly hastening. Thus predisposed, the cordial- 
ity and enthusiasm with which the first part of the 
‘Rights of Man’ was greeted, although flattering 
to the vanity and encouraging to the hopes of the 
author, were not surprising. The clubs, zealous to 
a degree of frenzy; always vigilant, always alert, 
published a groat edition of thirty thousand copies 
of the work, which was distributed amongst the 
poor, who could not afford to purchase. In the 
great manufacturing towns, Paine was considered 
by the ignorant as an apostle of freedom. A song 
was privately circulated beginning with— 

God save great Thomas Paine, 
His ‘ Rights of Man’ proclaim, 
From pole to pole! 

“The government, alarmed, knew not how to 
meet the evil. Burke did, however, by his suc- 
cessiv and impressiv appeals, animate them to pre- 
cautionary measures.” 

This is the language of James Cheetham, the 
enemy of Paine, and the convicted libeler of Madam 
Bonneville | But Cheetham, whose writings cannot 
always be relied upon, may be believed when he is 
forced, as in the present instance, to admit, most 
unwillingly, the great influence of Paine’s writings 
upon the masses. 

Before Paine announced in the “ Age of Reason” 
his belief in “one God and no more," no writer in 
Europe or America was more popular and re- 
spected; but when Christians realized that the 
great author’s religion was Deism and not Trinita- 
rianism nor Catholicism, their former friendship was 
turned to enmity, and their admiration changed to 
hatred. His patriotic services were ungratefully 
ignored, his motivs misrepresented, his character 
basely slandered, and his memory maligned. 

Still, there were many members of the commu- 
nity who believed in the religious views of Thomas 
Paine, and who also upheld his political doctrins. 
These formed a brave and gallant band who stur- 
dily defended his memory from clerical assaults, and 
refuted many of the wicked slanders of his enemies. 
Their efforts to vindicate Paine’s character were 
ably seconded by reformers of every kind—by The- 
ists, Pantheists, Materialists, Agnostics, and Athe- 
ists—that is to say, by that numerous and worthy 
elass of citizens whom Paine styled Infidels! 

In the twenty-first chapter and twenty-fifth verse 
of the gospel of St. John, we are told that if the 
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THE PAINE MONUMENT AT NEW ROOHELLE. 


From ‘‘ Life of Paine" by permission of Peter Eckler. 


(Copyrighted, 1892.) 


many things which Jesus did *should be written | years. The advance of science—the diffusion of 


every one, I suppose even the world itself could not 
contain the books that should be written." 

This romantic and apostolic statement, even if in- 
spired, may not be absolutely true; but it is an in- 
disputable fact that if all the libels which hav been 
written and published against Thomas Paine were 
printed in one book, they would form a volume 
muck larger than both the Old and New Testaments 
combined. 

Touchstone speaks of a lie seven times removed. 
That is, first, the retort courteous; second, the quip 
modest; third, the reply churlish; fourth, the re- 
proof valiant; fifth, the countercheck quarrelsome ; 
sixth, the lie circumstantial; seventh, the lie direct; 
but it would require greater genius than even the 
famed bard of Avon to describe and define all the 
various grades and varieties of misrepresentations, 
untruths, and absolute falsehoods with which Chris- 
tian rancor has assailed the character of Thomas 
Paine. . 

The friend and companion of three presidents— 
Washington, Jefferson, and Monroe—the friend of 
Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Adams, De Witt Olinton, 
Joel Barlow, Benjamin Rush, and the most promi- 
nent patriots of the American Revolution—the asso- 
ciate of Count Volney, the Marquis de Lafayette, 
Condorcet, Brissot, Madam Roland, and the leaders 
of the Revolution in France, the companion of Clio 
Rickman, Mary Wollstonecraft, Horne Tooke, Dr. 
Priestley, Dr. Towers, Romney, the painter. Sharp, 
the engraver, Colonel Oswald, etc., etc., in England, 
has been described by Christian writers as & drunk- 
ard, a debauchee, and an outcast, while the plain 
truth is, that he was temperate, unselfish, patriotic, 
and the devoted friend of mankind. 

At the present day the number of Paine’s friends 
has become so great and their influence so potent, 
that only the most reckless and audacious of 
romancers now venture to repeat the stale, well- 
worn, and oft-refuted slanders of former years, and, 
as a consequence, more tolerant and rational views 
in regard to his character are becoming prevalent 
in the community. 

The spirit of inquiry is also abroad, and has 
greatly modified the religious bigotry of former 


knowledge—the criticisms of the learned-—the teach- 
ings of the emancipated—hav produced their salu- 
tary effects. Doubts hav arisen, questions hav been 
propounded, and reasons hav been advanced, and 
Heresy—the fair child of Wisdom and Knowledge 
—has not only traveled from pews to pulpit, but 
has even invaded schools, seminaries, and colleges 
—the very nurseries of faith and doctrin—the 
sacred strongholds of orthodox theology. 

In the first page of the first part of the “Age of 
Reason,” Mr. Paine tells us, that he had intended to 
publish his thoughts upon religion at an advanced 
period of life, when the purity of the motiv could 
not admit of a question, In the preface to the sec- 
ond part of the same work, and also in a letter to 
his friend Samuel Adams, he tells us why he pub- 
lished his religious views sooner than he had in- 
tended. 

“I saw,” says he, “my life in continual danger. 
My friends were falling as fast as the guillotin 
could cut their heads off, and as I expected every 
day the same fate, I resolved to begin my work. 
This accounts for my writing at the time I did, and 
so nicely did the time and intention meet, that I 
had not finishéd the first part of the work six hours 
before I was arrested and taken to prison. 

«Toward the latter end of December” (1793), he 
continues, “a motion was made and carried to ex- 
clude foreigners from the convention. There were 
but two in it, Anacharsis Clootz and myself; and I 
saw I was particularly pointed at by Bourdon de 
l'Oise, in his speech on that motion.” E 

Paine was guilty of having been born in England; 
he was also opposed to the guillotin, and had voted 
with the Girondists to spare the life of the king and 
royal family. He wished to temper justice with 
mercy—to destroy kingcraft, but to spare the king’s 
life; and for advocating this leniency toward the 
dethroned monarch, he placed his own liberty and 
life in imminent danger. 

It was among scenes like these—scenes of vio- 
lence and bloodshed that disgraced the grandest 
revolution in the world’s history—that Thomas 
Paine, the patriot and philosopher, with mind un- 
daunted and serene, regardless of his own fate, and 
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inspired only by his great love for humanity, penned , intelligent Sec.tch printer and bookseller of Phila- Samuel Adams to Paine. . 

his unanswerable protest against Venerable Error | delphia, whom I knew to be as high-toned as Mr.| I hay frequently, with pleasure, reflected on your 


and Credulous Faith—and bequeathed to mankind 
his priceless and immortal work—the “Age of 


Reason.” 


The writings of Paine, like those of Shakspere, 
“are not for a day, but for all time,” and the politi- 
cal principles he so ably taught—the moral truths 
he so earnestly enforced—will be remembered and 
commended whilst reason holds her throne and jus- 


tice survives among mankind. 


Paine loved his fellow-men—his life was dedicated 
to humanity—his writings aroused the world—his 
genius immortalized his name—his faith in democ- 
racy was sublime—his labors were crowned with 
success—his reward was neglect, obloquy, and 


scorn! Perer Eoxuer. 


« 


DISTINGUISHED CONTEMPORARIES 


Of the 


Worth and: Self-Sacrificing Work. 


George Washington Writes of Paine. ` 
` Ina Letter to the Patriot. 


Your presence may remind Congress of your past 
services to this country, and if it is in my power to 
impress them, command my best exertions with 
freedom, as they will be rendered cheerfully, by one 
who entertains a lively sense of the importance of 


your works. 
In a Letter to Richard Henry Lee. 


That his “Common Sense” and many of his 
*t Crisis ” were well timed and had a happy effect on 
the public mind, none I believe who will turn to the 


epocha at which they were published, will deny. 
That his services hav hitherto passed off unnoticed, 
is obvious to all. 

In a Letter to General Joseph Read. 


By private letters which I hav lately received from 


Virginia, I find that “ Common Sense” is working a 
powerful change there in the minds of many men. 


A few more such flaming arguments as were ex- 


hibited at Falmouth and Norfolk, added to the 
sound doctrin and unanswerable reasoning con- 
tained in the pamphlet * Common Sense,” will not 
leave numbers at a loss to decide on the propriety 
of a separation. ; 
What Thomas Jefferson Thought of Him. 
In a Letter to Francis Eppes. 

You ask my opinion of Lord Bolingbroke and 
Thomas Paine. They were alike in making bitter 
enemies of the priests and pharisees of their day. 
Both were honest men; both advocates for human 
liberty. These two persons differed re- 
markably in the style of their writing, each leaving 
a model of what is most perfect in both extremes of 

' the simple and the sublime. No writer has exceeded 
Paine in ease and familiarity of style, in perspicuity 
of expression, happiness of elucidation, and in simple 
and unassuming language. In this he may be com- 

` pared with Dr. Franklin. 
To Paine, Tendering him Passage, in a National Vessel, 
from France to the United States. 

I am in hopes you will find us returned generally 
to sentiments worthy of former times. In these it 
will be your glory to have steadily labored, and with 
as much affect as any man living. That you may 

. long liv to continue your useful labors and to reap 
the reward of the thankfulness of nations, is my 
sincere prayer. 

James Monroe’s Glowing Words. 
To Paine while in the Luxembourg Prison, 

It is not necessary for me to tell you how much 
all your countrymen—I speak of the great mass of 
the people—are interested in your welfare. They 
hav not forgotten the history of their own Revolu- 
tion, and the difficult scenes through which they had 
passed; nor do they review its several stages with- 
out reviving in their bosoms a due sensibility of the 
merits of those who served them in that great and 
arduous conflict. The crime of ingratitude has not 
yet stained, and T. hope never will stain, our na- 
tional character. You are considered by them as 
not only having rendered important services in our 
own Revolution, but as being, on a more extensiv 
seale, the friend of human rights, and a distin- 

. guished and able advocate in favor of public liberty. 
To the welfare of Thomas Paine the Americans are 
not, nor can they be, indifferent. 

Benjamin Franklin Introduces Paine. 
` Letter to Duc de la Rochefoucauld. 

The bearer of this is Mr. Paine, the author of a 

. famous piece, entitled “ Common Sense,” published 
here with great effect on the minds of the people at 
the beginning of the Revolution. He is an ingeni- 
ous, honest man; and as such I beg leave to recom- 
mend him to your civilities. 

Dr.:Benjamin Rush. 
The First Appearance of .**Common Sense.” 
At:that-time there was a certain Robert Bell, an 


Author-Hero of the World Attest His Manly 


effect which has rarely been produced 

paper, in any age or country * 
Major-General Charles Lee to Washington. 

Two Days after Publication of **Common Sense.” 


ance. 


the necessity of separation. _ 
‘Joel Barlow, Poet and Statesman. 
Intimate Friend of Paine. 


the greatest depth of thought. - : 
lived. 


known. 


almost every subject. - - - 


He was always charitable to the poor beyond 
his means, a sure protector and a friend to all 
Americans in distress that he found in foreign 
countries; and he had frequent occasion to exert 
his influence in protecting them during the Revolu- 


tion in France. - - 
His writings will answer for his patriotism. 


William Cobbett, the Historian. 


Old age having laid his hand upon this truly 
great man, this truly philosophical politician, at his 


expiring flambeau I lighted my taper. 


I saw Paine first pointing the way, and then lead- 
ing & nation through perils and difficulties of all 
sorts to Independence, and to lasting liberty, pros- 


perity, and greatness. 
Charles Phillips, Irish Barrister. 
In ''Loves of Celestine and St. Hubert.” 


Among these, there was one whom I could not 
help viewing with peculiar admiration, because, by 
the sole power of surprising genius, he had sur- 
mounted the disadvantages of birth and the diffi. 
It was the celebrated Thomas 
Paine, a man who, no matter what may be the dif- 
ference of opinion as to his principles, must ever 


culties of fortune. 


remain a proud example of mind, unpatronized and 
unsupported, eclipsing the factitious beams of rank, 
and wealth, and pedigree! 
captivity, or heard the revilings by which he has 


since been assailed, without cursing in. my heart 


that ungenerous feeling which, cold to the necessi- 
ties of genius, is clamorous in the publication of its 
defects. Ye great ones of this nation! ye 
pretended moralists, so forward now to cast your 
interested indignation upon the memory of Paine, 
where were you in the day of his adversity? 
Which of you, to assist his infant merit, would di- 
minish even the surplus of your debaucheries? 
Where the mitred charity—the practical religion? 
Consistent declaimers, rail on. What though his 
genius was the gift of heaven, his heart the altar 
of friendship? What, though wit and eloquence 
and anecdote flowed freely from his tongue, while 
conviction made her voice his messenger! What, 
though thrones trembled, and prejudice fled, and 
freedom came at his command! He dared to ques- 
tion the creed which you, believing, contradicted, 
and to despise the rank which you, boasting of, de- 
based. 
Abbe Sieyes, French Statesman. 

Mr. Thomas Paine is one of those men who mos 
contributed to the establishment of a republic in 
America. In England, his ardent love of humanity, 
and his hatred of every form of tyranny, prompted 
him to defend the French Revolution against the 
rhapsodical declamation of Mr. Burke. His “Rights 
of Man,” translated into our language, is univer- 


sally known, and where is the patriotic Frenchman | — 


who has not already, from the depths of his soul, 
thanked him for having fortified our cause with all 
the power of his reason and his reputation? It is 
with great pleasure that I embrace this occasion 
to offer him a tribute of my thankfulness and pro- 
found esteem, for the truly philanthropic use -he 
makes of his distinguished talents. 


Paine upon the subject of Independence. I men- 
tioned the subject of the pamphlet to him, and he at 
once consented to run the risk of publishing it. 
The author and the printer were immediately 
brought together, and “Common Sense” burst 
from the press of the latter, in a few days, with an 
by types and 


Hav you seen the pamphlet “Common Sense”? 
I never saw such a masterly, irresistible perform- 
It will, if I mistake not, in concurrence with 
the transcendent folly and wickedness of the minis- 
try, giv the coup de. grace to Great Britain. In 
short, I own myself convinced by the arguments of 


He was one of the most benevolent and disinter- 
ested of mankind, endowed with the clearest per- 
ception, an uncommon share of original genius, and 


He ought to be ranked among the brightest 
and undeviating luminaries of the age in which he 


As a visiting acquaintance and a literary friend, 
he was one of the most instructiv men I ever hav 
He had a surprising memory and a brill- 
iant fancy. His mind was a storehouse of facts and 
useful observations. He was full of lively anecdote, 
and ingenious, original, pertinent remark upon 


I never saw him in his. 


service to. my nativ and your adopted country, 
Your “Common Sense” and your “ Crisis" unqueg. 
tionably awakened the public mind, and led the peo. 
ple loudly to call for a Declaration of our Nations] 
Independence. _ : E 
Jndge Cooper. 

Jefferson said: '*.One of the Ablest Men in America,” 

I was in Paris at this time (1792), but previous 
to my going there, Mr. Paine, whom I had met 
with at Mr. Johnson's, my bookseller, in St. Paul's 
churchyard, gave me letters of introduction: to M. 
de Condorcet, and his wife, Madam de Condorcet, 
who read and spoke the English language with 
considerable facility.. These letters introduced me 
to the interesting society of that very talented 
writer and his family. I found the letters of intro. 
duction of Mr. Paine honored with that attention 
which might be expected toward an estimable and 
distinguished man. I hav dined with Mr. 
Paine in literary society, at Mr. Tiffins’s, a merchant 
in London, at least a dozen times, when his - dress, 
manners, and conversation were such as became the 
character of an unobtrusiv, intelligent gentleman 
accustomed to good society. Paine’s opin- 
ions on theological topics underwent no change be- 
fore his death. - d ud 
Samuel Bryan. - 
Secretary to the Council of Censors on Pennsylvania 


Constitution (1776). 

This book, * Common Sense," may be called the 
book of Genesis, for it was the beginning. From 
this book sprang the Declaration of Independence, 
that not only laid the foundation of liberty in our 
own country, but the good of mankind throughout 
the world. 

James Thompson Callender. 
*' Sketches of the History of America” (1798). 

On titles, Thomas Paine has written with gres. 
success; and this is one reason why the friends of 
order hate him. Abuse of this author is now as 
naturally expected in a federal newspaper as tea 
and chocolate in a grocer's store. To such things 
compare two resolutions of Congress of the 26th of 
August and 3d of October, 1785. In consequence 
of his “early, unsolicited, and continued labors in 
explaining and enforcing the principles of the late 
Revolution, by ingenious and timely publications, 
upon the nature of liberty and civil government,” 
they direct the board of treasury to pay him three 
thousand dollars. This attestation outweighs the 
clamor of the six per cent orators. They dread, 
they revile, and, if able, they would persecute 
Thomas Paine, because he possesses talents and 
courage sufficient to rend asunder the mantle of 
speculation, and to delineate the rickety growth of 
our public debt. 

Dr. Ladd. 

Poet of the Revolution. 
Long liv the man, in early contest found, 
Who spoke his heart when dastards trembled round; 
Who, fired with more than Greek or Roman rage, 
Flashed truth on tyrants from his manly page— 
Immortal Paine! whose pen surprised we saw, 
Could fashion empires while it kindled awe. 
When first with awful front to crush her foes, 
All bright in glittering arms, Columbia rose, 
From thee our sons the generous mandate took, 
As if from heaven some oracle had spoke; 
And when thy pen revealed the grand design, 
* Twas done—Columbia’s liberty was thine. 


- Ramsay, 
A: Contemporary of Paine, in ‘‘ History of the Revolu- 
tion, ” says of ‘‘ Common Sense."  - 

In union with the feelings and sentiments of the 
people, it produced surprising effects. Many thou- 
sands were convinced, and were led to approve and 
long for a separation from the mother country; 
though that measure, a few months before, was not 
only foreign to their wishes, but the object of their 
abhorrence, the current suddenly became so strong 
in its favor that it bore down all before it. 

Charles Botta, 


‘Italian Patriot and Historian. . Fought for American In- 


dependence. 

At this epoch appeared a writing entitled “ Com- 
mon Sense.” . It was the production of Mr. Thomas 
Paine, born in England, and arrived not long before 
in America. No writer, perhaps, ever possessed, in 
a higher degree, the art of moving and guiding the 
multitude at his will. It may be affirmed, in effect, 
that this work was one of the most powerful instru- 
ments of American independence. 

Lord Edward Fitzgerald (Irish Patriot). 

To his Mother, from Paris, 1792. ' 

I lodge with my friend Paine; we breakfast, dine, 
and sup together. The more I see of his interior, 
the more I like and respect him. I cannot express 
how kind he has been to me; there is a simplicity 
of manner, a goodness of heart, and a strength of 
mind in him. that I never knew a man before to 
possess. i , 
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M .. James Madison, 
Should it finally appear that the merits of the 
man whose writings hav so much contributed to 
infuse and foster the spirit of. independence in the 
people of America are unable to inspire them with a 
just beneficence, the world, it is feared, will giv us 
as little credit for our policy as for our gratitude in 
this particular. 2 
Richard -Henry Lee. 
Thanking Washington fora copy of the ** Rights of Man." 
: It is a performance of which any man might be 
proud; and I most sincerely regret that our country 
could not have offered sufficient inducements to hav 
retained, as a permanent citizen, a man so thor- 
oughly republican in sentiment and fearless in the 
expression of his opinion. . i 


i Letter to Washington, 1794. 
' The very great respect I shall ever pay to your 
recommendations, would hav been very sufficient to 
hav procured my exertions in favor of Mr. Paine, 
independent of his great publie merits in our Revo- 
lution. I hav a perfect knowledge of the extraordi- 
nary effects produced by that gentleman’s writings; 
-effects of such an important nature as would render 
it very unworthy of these States to let him suffer 
anywhere; but it would be culpable indeed to per- 


mit it under their own eye, and within their own: 


limits. I had not the good fortune to be present 
when Mr. Paine's business was considered in the 
House of Delegates (of Virginia), or, most certainly, 
I should hav exerted myself in his behalf. 

i Sir Francis Burdett. 

Speech in London, 1797.. mE 

. Union! It is union among the people that min- 
isters dread. They are aware that when once the 
people unite in demanding their rights, then there 
must be an end to illegitimate power; I mean all 
power not derived from the people. Ministers know 
that & united people are not to be resisted; and it 
is this that we must understand by what is written 
in the works of an honest man too long calumniated, 
I mean Thomas Paine. . . 

E Madame de Stael, 

Thomas Paine was the most violent of the Amer- 
can democrats; and yet, there was neither calcula- 
‘tion nor hypocrisy in his political exaggerations. 
When the sentence of Louis XVI. came under dis- 
cussion, he alone advised what would hav: done 
honor to France if it had been adopted, the offer to 
the king of an asylum in America. ** The Americans 


are grateful to him,” said Paine, “for having pro- 
moted their independence.” 


WHAT LATER WRITERS THINK, 


From Thomas Paine’s Time to Our Own Day.—He 
Needs No Monument. 


Andrew Jaekson. . 
In Conversation with Judge Hertell, 

Thomas. Paine needs no monument made by 
hands; he has erected himself a monument in the 
hearts of all lovers of liberty. “The Rights of 
Man” will be more enduring than all the piles of 
marble and granit man can erect. 

Lord Erskine. 


‘The greatest forensic advocate since the days of 
Cicero,” speaking of the American Revolution, said: 


In that great and calamitous conflict, Edmund 
Burke and Thomas Paine fought in the same field 
together, but with very different success. Mr. 
Burke spoke to a Parliament in England, such as 
Sir George Saville describes it, having no ears but 
for sounds that flattered its corruptions. Mr. 
Paine, on the other hand, spoke to the people, rea- 
soned with them, told them they were bound by 
no subjection to any sovereignty, further than 


their own benefit connected them; and by these 


powerful argunients prepared the minds of the 
American people for that glorious, just, and happy 
Revolution. 
William Howitt. 
In '* Cassell’s Illustrated History of England." 
There was no man in the colonies, nevertheless, 
who contributed so much to bring the open Decla- 
ration of Independence to a crisis, as Thomas Paine, 
the celebrated author of * The Rights of Man,” and 
the “Age of Reason.” - - > 
"This pamphlet [Common Sense] was the spark 
which was all that was needed to fire the train of 
Independence. It at once seized on the imagina- 
tion of the public; cast all other writers into the 
shade, and flew in thousands and tens of thousands 
all over the colonies. `- During ihe winter 
and spring, this lucid and admirably reasoned pam- 
phlet was read and discussed everywhere, and by 
all classes, bringing the conviction that immediate 
independence was necessary. The common fire 
blazed up in the Congress, and the thing was done. 
- +++ He [Paine] became the great oracle on sub- 
jects of governments and constitutions, and con- 
trived, both by personal exertions and through the 
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press, to urge on the utter separation of the colo- 
nies from the mother country. 
William Massey. 
In his ‘‘ History of England.” 

Thomas Paine’s pamphlet, * Common Sense,” in 
which the new doctrins of liberty and equality were 
broadly taught, was published in America, in Jan- 
uary, 1776, and had an immense circulation. 

Judge Herttell. 

No man in modern ages has done more to benefit 
mankind, or distinguished himself more for the im- 
mense moral good he has effected for his species, 
than Thomas Painé; who in truth merits eternal 
life, and doubtless will be immortalized in the 
memory and gratitude of future generations of 
happy beings, who will continue to hymn his praises 
&nd make his merits known to the remotest pos- 
terity. 

Rey. Solomen Southwick. 

Printer, Politician, and Lecturer against Infidelity. 

No page in history, stained as it is with treachery 
and falsehood, or cold-blooded indifference to right - 
or wrong, exhibits a more disgraceful instance of 
public ingratitude than that which Thomas Paine 
experienced from an age and country which he had 
so faithfully served. As the Tyrtceus of the Revo- 
lution, and it is no exagg'eration to style him such, 
we owe everlasting gratitude to his name and mem- 
ory. Why, then, was he suffered to sink into un- 
merited silence and obscurity, after having, in both 
hemispheres, so signally distinguished himself as 
the friend of liberty and mankind? Was his relig- 
ion, or want of religion, the real or affected cause? 
Did not those who feared his talents make his re- 
ligion a pretext not only to treat him with cold - 
neglect, but to strip him, if possible, uf every laurel 
he had won in the political field, as the brilliant, 
undaunted, and successful advocate of freedom? 

A brief note is insufficient to do justice to so 
important a subject. We may, however, safely 
affirm that Paine’s conduct in America was that of 
areal patriot. In the French Convention he dis- 
played the same pure and disinterested spirit; there 
his humanity shone forth in his exertions to suve, 
at the risk of his own life, the unfortunate Louis 
XVI. from the scaffold. Had Thomas 
Paine been a Grecian or Roman patriot, in olden 
times, and performed the same public services as 
he did for this country, he would hav had the 
honor of an apotheosis. The Pantheon would hay 
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been opened to him, and we should at this day re- 
gard his memory with the same veneration that we 
But posterity 
will do him justice. Time, that destroys envy and 
establishes truth, will clothe his character in we 


do that of Socrates and Cicero. 


habiliments that justly belong to it. 


e 

cannot resist the disposition to såy, that in suffer- 
mmon Sense,” 

“The Crisis,” and “The Rights of Man,” to lie 
neglected, in the first place; and, secondly, in per- 
mitting it to be violated, and his bones shipped oft 
to a foreign country, contrary to all the laws of de- 
cency and civilization, we hav added nothing to the 
justice or dignity of our national character; and we 
shall rejoice if impartial history tax us not with a 


ing the home of the author of “ 


gross departure from both. 
Mary Howitt. 
In her ** History of the United States.” 


Early in this year (1776) Thomas Paine, a recent 
emigrant to America, and editor of the Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine, published a pamphlet, called 
* Common Sense," which spoke at once the secret 
It went direct to the 
point, showing, in the simplest but strongest lan- 
guage, the folly of keeping up the British connec- 
tion, and the absolute necessity which existed for 
The cause of Independence took, as it 


sentiment of the people. 


separation. 
were, a definit form from this moment. 


Mary L. Booth. 
In her *‘ History of New York.” 


At this juncture “Common Sense” was published 
in Philadelphia by Thomas Paine, and electrified 
the whole nation with the spirit of Independence 
and Liberty. This eloquent production severed the 
last link that bound the colunies to the mother 
country; it boldly gave speech to the arguments 
which had long been trembling on the lips of many, 
but which none before had found courage to utter ; 
and, accepting its conclusions, several of the colo- 
nies instructed their delegates, in the Continental 
Congress, to close their. eyes against the ignis 
to throw off their 


fatuus of loyalty, and fearlessly 
allegiance to the crown. 


Richard Hildreth. . 
In his “ History of the United States.” 


No little excitement was produced by the publi- 
cation, in Philadelphia, about this time (1776) of 


* Common Sense,” a pamphlet by Thomas Paine. 


It argued in that plain and convincing style, 
for which Paine was so distinguished, the folly of any 
longer attempting to keep up the British connec- 
tion, and the absolute necessity of a final and formal 
separation. Pitched exactly to the popular tone, 
it had a wide circulation throughout the colonies, 
and gave a powerful impulse to the cause of Inde- 


pendence. 
W. H. Bartlett. 
In his *' History of the United States of America." 
It was at this critical period, while this feeling, 
though inoperativ, yet lingered in the minds of the 


people, and when, although the thing itself had be- 
come familiarized to most minds as equally neces- 


sary and desirable, every one held back from boldly 
pronouncing the: word IwpEPxNpENOE, that there 
‘appeared a pamphlet called “Common Sense,” 
written .by Thomas Paine, the celebrated author of 
the “Rights of Man,” who had recently emigrated 
from England, and ardently embraced the Ameri- 
can cause.. Perceiving the hesitation in the public 
mind, he set himself to the work of dissipating it 
by a clear and convincing statement of the actual 


position of affairs. He plainly exposed the impos- 


sibility of a lasting reconciliation with England, and 
showed that Independence had not only become 
the only safe or honorable course, but that it was 
as practicable as it was desirable. - - This 
pamphlet, written in a populer and convincing 
style, and expressly adapted to the state of public 
feeling, produced an indescribable sensation. The 
ice was now broken; those who, although convinced, 
had hitherto held back, came boldly forward, while 
many who had halted between two opinions now 
yielded to the force of necessity and embraced the 
popular side. 
Dr. John W. Francis. 


No work had the demand for readers comparable 
to that of Paine. The “Age of Reason” on its 
first appearance in New York was printed as an or- 
thodox book, by orthodox publishers, doubtless 
deceived by the vast renown which the author of 
* Common Sense” had obtained. 

Benj. F. Lossing. 
In “ Field Book of the Revolution." 

It (* Common Sense ”] was the earliest and most 
powerful appeal in behalf of Independence, and 
probably did more to fix that idea firmly in the 
public mind than any other instrumentality. 

The flame of desire for absolute independence 
glowed in every patriot bosom at the beginning of 
1776, and the vigorous paragraphs of “Common 


* *| were raised in horror. 


Sense,” and kindred publications, laboring with 
the voice of impassioned oratory at every public 
gathering of the people, uncapped the volcano. - : - 

Paine also wrote a series of political pamphlets 
called * The Crisis,” which were admirably adapted 
to the state of the times, and which did much to- 
ward keeping alive the spirit of determined rebel- 
lion against the unjust government of Great Britain. 


Atlantic Monthly, Vol. IV. 


His (Paine’s) career was wonderful, even for the 
age of miraculous events he lived in. In America 
he was a revolutionary hero of the first rank, who 
carried letters in his pocket from George Washing- 
ton, thanking him for his services; and he managed 
besides to write his name in large letters in the his- 


n à 


tory of England and France. 


connected with it. 
** The Analyst.^ 
Putnam and Wiley, New York, 1840. 


It is allowed by all liberal judges, that, in his 
* Common Sense” and “The Crisis," he strength- 
ened in the American mind its aspirations after 
liberty; gave them the right direction, manfully 
exhorted them in their wavering hour; and acted 
the part of a freeman and an activ friend to hu- 


manity. 
Henry G. Watson. 
In his ** History of the United States.” 


A pamphlet, entitled «Common Sense,” written 
by Thomas Paine, arguing, in plain language, the 
advantage and necessity of Independence, effected 
a complete revolution in the feelings and sentiments 


of the great mass of the prople. 
A Revival of Interest in Paine» 
E. J. Edwards, in Press, Philadelphia. 


When men now ih middle life were young, it 
would hav been regarded as almost a blasphemous 
offense for them to read any of the writings of 
Tom Paine, and many persons who are in the prime || 
of life can easily recall with what à shudder the 
name of Tom Paine was uttered, and with what 
awful warnings his writings were referred to. But 
we surely hav advanced marvelously, éveh within 
twenty years. Paine and his writings are iow dis- 
cussed at meetings of the church clubs and other 
associations of a semi-religious nature, and in one 
of the periodicals, the recognized organ of one of 
the greatest of religious denominations, there has 
just appeared a careful, fair and scholarly review of 
Paine and his works as recently published. There 
is something of commendation, too, for some of his 
The secular press has noticed at consider- 
able length these publications, and there seems to 
be really something of a revival of interest in this 
remarkable man and his remarkable writings, as 
well as an understanding of the service which he 


views. 


did to the cause of the American Revolution. 
Robert G. Ingersoll. 


He had more brains than books; more sense than 
education; more courage than politeness; more 
strength than polish. He had no veneration for old 
He loved 
the truth for the truth’s sake, and for man's sake. 
He saw oppression on every hand ; injustice every- 
where ; hypocrisy at the altar, venality on the bench, 
tyranny on the throne; and with a splendid cour- 
age he espoused the cause of the weak against the 
strong—of the enslaved many against the titled 


mistakes—-no admiration for ancient lies. 


few. °° - 


He had spent his life thus far in destroying the 
power of kings, and now he turned his attention to 
He knew that every abuse had been 
embalmed in scripture—that every outrage was in 
partnership with some holy text. He knew that the 
throne skulked behind the altar, and both behind a 


the priests. 


pretended revelation from God. By this time he 
had found that it was of little use to free the body 
and leave the mind in chains. He had explored the 


foundations of despotism, and had found them infi- 


nitly rotten. He had dug under the throne, and 
it occurred to him that he would take a look be- 
hind the altar. 

The result of his investigations was given to the 
world in the * Age of Reason." From the moment 
of its publication he became infamous. He was 
calumniated beyond measure. To slander him was 
io secure the thanks of the church. All his ser- 
vices were instantly forgotten, disparaged or denied. 
He was shunned as though he had been a pesti- 
lence. Most of his old friends forsook him. He 
was regarded asa moral plague, and at the bare 
mention of his name the bloody hands of the church 

He was denounced as the 
most despicable of men. 5 i 
In Europe, Liberty was lying chained in the in- 


quisition—her white bosom stained with blood. In 


The Democratic movement of the last eighty 
years, be it a “finality” or only a phase of progress 
toward a more perfect state, is the grand historical 
fact of modern times, and Paine's name is intimately 


the new world the Puritans had been hanging and 
burning in the name of God, and selling white 
Quaker children into slavery in the name of Christ, 
who said, “ Suffer little children to come unto me." 

Under such conditions progress was impossible, 
Some one had to lead the way. . The church is, and 
always has been, incapable of a forward. movement 
Religion always looks back. The church has al- 
ready reduced Spain to a guitar, Italy to a hand. 
organ, and Ireland to exile. 

Some one not connected with the church ‘had to 
attack the monster that was eating out the heart of 
the world. Some one had to sacrifice himself for 
the good of all. The people were in the most ab: 
ject slavery; their manhood had been taken from. 
them by pomp, by pageantry and power. Progress 
is born of doübt and inquiry. The church never 
doubts—never inquires. To doubt is heresy—to 
inquire is to admit that you do not know—the 
chureh does neither. 

More than & century ago Catholicism, wrapped 
in robes red with the innocent blood of millions, 
holding in her frantic clutch crowns and scepters, 
honors and gold, the keysof heaven and hell, tramp- 
ling beneath her feet the liberties of nations, in the 
proud moment of almost universal dominion, felt 
within her heartless breast the deadly dagger of 
Voltaire. From that blow the church never can 
recover. Livid with hatred she launched her eter- 
nal anathema at the great destroyer, and ignorant 
Protestants hav echoed the curse of Rome. 

In our country the Church was all-powerful, and 
although divided into many sects, would instantly 
unite to repel a common foe. 

Paine struck the first grand blow. 

The “Age of Reason” did more to undermine 
the power of the Protestant church than all other 
books then known. It furnished an immense 
ainotint of food for thought. It was written for the 
average mind, and is a straightforward, honest in- 
vestigation of the Bible, and of the Christian sys- 
tem. : 

Paine did not falter frota the first page to the 
ast. He givs you his candid thought, ahd candid 
thoughts are always valuable. 

The “Age of Reason” has liberalized us all. It 
put arguinenis in the mouths of the people; it put 
the éhiirch on the defensiv; it enabled sotüebody 
in every village to corner the parson; it made the 
world wiser, and the church better; it took power 
from the pulpit and divided it among the pews. 


S. P. Putnam, “Four Hundred Years of Freethought.’ 
Paine and the American Revolution. 

But the French Revolution is not understood 
wholly until we understand Thomas Paine, in whom 
the soul of Voltaire seemed to find radiant manifes- 
tation. What a figure he presénta amidst those 
surging elements, serene and confident as if used 
to such enormous strife. He never loses his equan- 
imity, although death stares him in the face. He 
has no particle of fear. He is absolutely self- 
sacrificing. A plain, simple philosopher, “a stay- 
maker, unkempt,” says Carlyle, and yet, within him, 
as in the depths of ocean, heaved immeasurable 
powers. In him was the unconquerable mind. Al- 
ready had he won fame; already had he created a 
republic; already his pen had been wielded with 
the strength of a thunderbolt. He was greeted on 
French soil with the acclamations of the multitude. 
He became a member of the Convention—a resident 
of France. With unalterable devotion he labored 
for humanity. “Where liberty is not, there is my 
country,” he said. In that we find the motiv of 
this sublime spirit. - - - 

It was one thing to ask for redress. It was 
another to create a revolution. It was one thing 
to petition, to get on one’s knees before the throne, 
but quite another to defy that throne and fling 
forth the flag of irreconcilable rebellion. It was 
the critical moment. It was useless any longer to 
plead. The tide of publie opinion must set one’ 
way or the other. There must be a change, or the 
conflict would end in submission.  Far-seeing 
Franklin, and others, saw this, but were outwardly 
indecisiv. No puny hand could do this. work, no 
common writer. It must he a master mind who- 
ver did it. It must succeed at once, or disas- 
trously fail Who was the man of the hour? Who 
could, with almost one stroke of his pen, turn the 
people in a radically new direction? Who must 
exert an influence that had never, in any crisis of 
history, been exerted by one man before? The 
American Republic to-day, with its illimitable glory, 
its forty-four stars blazing on its banner, and belt- 
ing a continent, can only reply: Thomas Paine! 

Stephen Pearl Andrews. , 

The true chief-priest of humanity is the man who 
solves the greatest riddles and conquers the greatest 
obstacles in the progress of mankind; and you 


must not be surprised if I rank Thomas Paine 
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not only, therefore, as a priest, but as perhaps the 
real chief-priest, or pontifex maximus, of his age. 


Charles Bradlaugh. - 


Thomas Paine's name stands so high that any 
word of mine as testimony to his memory seems an 
impertinence. He was a sturdy, true man, though 
Norfolk-born not English, but kuman, and with 
nothing of geographical limit to that humanity. As 
a politician, or rather as a thinker on politics, he 
stands for England as Jean Jacques Rousseau has 
stood for France. You on your side ought to rev- 
erence him for his timely words in the great crisis 
which gave form and reality to vague, unspoken 
thought. We on our side, too, ought to honor him 
for the “Rights of Man” yet to be wearisomely 
achieved. 


Elizur Wright. 


In my early life I looked at Thomas Paine 
through the green spectacles of the orthodox pop- 
ular religion. While I did so, the Revolution of 
"I6 seemed supernatural, and our Republicanism 
mysterious. As years rolled on, I met a worthy 
Quaker abolitionist of New Rochelle, who gave me 
some traditional information of Paine’s private 
character so- flatly contradictory to the common 
Christian estimate. that I was excited to study his 
writings and public career as I had never done be- 
fore. I was surprised to find there the natural 
cause of what before had been so mysterious to me. 
It became perfectly clear that it was Thomas Paine, 
more than any other man or any other thing, who 
turned the current of history in the New World. 
It was his clear head and brave and righteous soul 
that inspired the men who declared our independ- 
ence, and put into the Constitution of the United 
States such a veto against ecclesiastical domination 
as has defied its proud and conceited usurpation to 
the present day. 
Hon. George W. Julian. 


I read, Paine’s political writings when a boy, and 
hav admired him ever since. He was a perfectly 
unselfish and incorruptible patriot ; he was & phi- 
lanthropist in the best sense of the word; he was a 


man of the rarest integrity and moral courage. If |. 


any man, nativ or foreign born, among the illustri- 
ous characters of “the times that tried men’s souls,” 
is to be singled out as the real Father of American 


Democracy, it is Thomas Paine. He has been the 
victim of almost infinit injustice; but I rejoice in 
the confident belief that time will fully vindicate 
his memory, and restore him to his just rank among 
the heroes of humanity. : 


Thomas Wentworth Higginson, 

Thomas Paine, in the finest words that ever 
came from his lips, when he was urged by his 
friends to leave France during the French Revolu 
tion, gave us something that might be always the 
motto for us. They urged him (he was in personal 
danger) to go back to America, the country he had 
served so long. ' “Go there,” they said, “it is your 
country.” “No,” he said; “for the time, this is 
my country.” Then they quoted to him the old 
Latin motto that he himself had once quoted: 
** Where liberty is, there is my country.’ 
grander motto can there be?” But Paine, with the 
doors of the Bastile opening before him, thought 
of one still grander. “No,” he said, “no, it is not 
my motto—not ‘ Where liberty is, there is my coun- 
try,’ but ‘Where liberty is not, there is my coun- 
try.” So said Thomas Paine, and the doors of the 
Bastile closed around him. 

Theodore Parker. 

His instincts were humane and elevated, and his 
life devoted mainly to the great purposes of human- 
ity. I think he did more to promote piety and 
morality among man than a hundred ministers of 
that age in America. 

Judge James P. Platt. 
Paper read before ‘‘ Sons eae American Revolution,” 


If Paine had not written the “Age of Reason,” 


-his name would to-day be linked with that of Wash- 


ington as one of the most illustrious heroes in our 
victorious struggle for independence. It is not too 
much to say that, except for him, the struggle wovld 
not hav been victorious, and yet it is only within 
the last few years that a stone has been set to mark 
his last resting place. Such has been the force of 
religious intolerance and theological intimidation in 
a country whose constitution divorces church and 
state. 

It is well worth our while to pause a moment and 
review such a life as his, and, as far as in us lies, do 
justice to one of the keenest minds and most vigor- 
ous intellects the world has ever known. It is to 


What 


Benjamin Franklin that we are indebted in the first 
instance for the service which Paine rendered to this 
country. Early in life he was an exciseman in his 
nativ English town, and was chosen to go to Lon- 
don to lay before Parliament theneeds of the excise 
service. There he met Franklin, and gained hia 
confidence and esteem. Shortly after, he lost his 
government position on account what would, in the 
present enlightened era of civil service reform, be 
called “pernicious activity.” Franklin then advised 
him to migrate to the new world across the'sea and 
gave him letters to some of his influential and inti- 
mate friends in Philadelphia, where he became the 
editor of the Pennsylvania Magazine. + = = - 

Hardly a progressiv thought to-day is free from 
the ideas which he embalmed in those magazine 
writings, and quotations from his pen would adorn 
the discussions at every symposium of reformers, 
had he not lost his popularity by looking to nature 
rather than to books for evidences of his God, an 
given to the world as his final effort of iconoclasm a 
blow at established religion. 


George Lippard. 


Ah, my friends! you may talk to me of the sub- 
limity of your battles, whose poetry is bones and 
skulls, whose glories are like the trophies of the 
butcher’s shambles; but for me there is no battle 
so awfully sublime as one'like this, now being fought 
before your eyes. 

À poor, neglected author, sitting in his garret— 
the world, poverty, time, space, all forgotten— as, 
with his soul kindled into one steady blaze, he plies 
thatfast-moving quill "That quill writes down words 
on paper which shall burn into the brains of kings— 
words like arrows winged with fire and pointed with 
vitrio ! 

In the full prime of early manhood, he joins the 
army of the Revolution ; he shares the crust and the 
cold with Washington &nd his men ; he is with those 
brave soldiers on the toilsome march, with them by 
the camp-fire, with th: m in the hour of battle! 

Is the day dark’ has the battle been bloody? do 
the American soldiers despair? Hark! that print- 
ing-press yonder, which moves with the American 
camp in all its wanderings, is scattering pamphlets 
through the ranks of the army—pampblets written 
by the author-soldier; written sometimes on the 
head of a drum, or by the midnight fire, or amid the 
corses of the dead.’ l 
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D. M. Bennett. 
` Among the great and good men who hav lived 
before our time, whose fame and reputation I envy, 
. whose’ character I fain would emulate—prominent 
among them stands our moral hero, Thomas Paine, 
a:bright, radiant star in the galaxy of Freethought, 
mental liberty, and love of the human race, whose efful- 
gence will never be dimned, and whose clear light 
maybe safely followed through all the years to come. 
PE E Rev. M. D. Conway. 
2-4 Sermon at Cincinnati, 1860. 
All efforts to stain the good name of Thomas 
' Paine hav recoiled on those.who made them, like 
poisoned arrows shot against a strong wind. d 
*' In his life, in his justice, in his truth, in his 
&dherence to high principles, in his disinterested. 
ness, I look in vain for a parallel in those times and 
in these times. _I-am selecting my words. I know 
I am to be held:accountable for them. So disinter- 
ested was he, that when his works were printed by 
the ten: thousand, and as fast as one edition was out 
another was demanded, he, a poor and pinched au- 
thor, who might very easily hav grown rich, would 
not accept one cent for them, declared that he 
would not coin his principles, and made to the 
states a present of the copyrights. His brain was 
his fortune—nay, his living; he gave. it all to 
American Independence. 
' Robert G. Ingersoll. 


Freethought and Paine. 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

This day is for the future; let us dream 
Of what will be on time's far wandering stream, 
Let us forget thelimits we endure, Mi 
While glad to-morrows shall our hearts allure; 
Let us behold the beauty and the light 
That gild for us the distant mountain hight, 
To which we labor with a mind elate, 
Not for ourselvs, but for the world's estate. 


Yes, Forward is our motto; and our song, 
Press on against all ignorance and wrong, 
Press on to knowledge and to joyous right, 
To truth clear-eyed and unto action bright; 
To science shining like the midday sun, 

To ends of justice for the weakest one, 

To paths of peace and wealth without alloy, 
To perfect liberty’s entrancing joy. 


Yes, dream and sing amidst these flowers to-day, 
For here we triumph over death’s cold clay; 
There is immortal glory in this hour, 

Tn every kindled mind the thrill, the power 
Which lifts above the darkness of the tomb, 
Which makes this throbbing moment’s gorgeous bloom 
The bright interpreter of ages new, 

With crowding ardors of prophetic view. 

We are not slaves of fate, nor nature’s sport, 
Nor whim of God, nor minions of his court; 

We are not static in time’s endless roll, 

Bv forces tossed which we cannot control; 

We are dynamic—in ourselvs the will, 

The passion, energy, and choice and skill, 

To make a path amidst the mighty strife, 

To build a paradise for human life. 


Thomas Paine was one of .the intellectual heroes |. 


—one of the men to whom we are indebted. His 
name is associated forever with the Great Republic. | 
As long as free government exists he will be re- 
membered, admired and honored. 

' He lived a long, laborious and useful life. The 
world is better for his having lived. For the sake 
of truth he accepted hatred and reproach for his 
portion. He ate the bitter bread of sorrow. His 
friends were untrue to him because he was true to 
himself, and true to them. He lost the respect of 
what is called society, but kept his own. His life is 
what the world calls failure and what history calls 
SUCCESS. 

If to love your fellow-men more than self is good- 
ness, Thomas Paine was good. 

If to be in advance of your time—to be a pioneer 
in the direction of right—is greatness, Thomas 
‘Paine was great. 

If to avow your principles and discharge your 

duty in the presence of death is heroic, Thomas 
Paine was & hero. 
. At the age of seventy-three, death touched his 
tired heart. He died in the land his genius de- 
fended—under the flag he gave to the skies. Slander 
cannot touch him now—hatred cannot. reach him 
more. He sleeps in the sanctuary of the tomb, be- 
neath the quiet of the stars. 

A few.more years—a few more brave men—a few 
more rays of light, and mankind will venerate the 
memory of him who said: 

“Any SYSTEM OF RELIGION THAT. SHOOKS THE MIND 
OF A CHILD CANNOT BE A TRUE: SYSTEM; 

«“ Tum WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY, AND TO-DO GOOD MY 
Reuiaion.” . 

John E. Remsburg. 

And now, gentle reader, in the face of all this 
evidence, do you still believe this man to hav been 
‘a fiend? And you, reverend sir, who hav assisted 
in perpetuating those base slanders, honestly be- 
lieving them to be truths—will you still persist in 
publishing them to the world, or will you hav the 
manliness to say, as a Methodist clergyman once 
said, “Thomas Paine is the worst-slandered man 
that ever lived, and I hav ignorantly helped to slan- 
derhim?” I hav sufficient confidence in your in- 
tegrity to believe that you will do him justice. 

But you, vile wretch! who, destitute of honor and 
incapable of shame, hav knowingly traduced this 
great man’s character—you will continue to spit 
your venom, and go on. Yes, heartless monster! 
do your worst! Summon to your aid each hideous 
ally! . Let Ignorance array her countless hosts; let 
the dark shades of Prejudice becloud the sky; let 
Hatred rave and curse; let the darts of Calumny 

strike thick and fast against the fair, white breast 
of Truth, and Slander clothe the tongues of all your 
minions! You strive in vain. The Crisis is past, 
the Age of Reason has dawned, Common Sense is 
` fast taking the place of superstition, the Rights of 
Man are bound to triumph, and the author-hero’s 
name will gather luster with each passing year. . . 
. The wrongs of Thomas Paine shall be avenged. 
In vain his country passed to him the bitter cup of 
sorrow; the fetters forged to chain his noble spirit 
‘to the dust, were forged for naught; loving lips 
whisper, “It still moves.” Yes, onward moves the 
soul of Paine, and its resistless march is seen and 
felt on every side. Down through the future let it 
‘take its ceaseless course; and it, “reverberating 
through time like thunder through the sky, shall, in 
the distance far away, waken the slumbering ages." 


For man is master, not n God on high, 

And man the architect with wisdom's eye, 

Selecting, planning, shaping, building vast 

His own fair kingdoms which the gods outlast, 
Himeelf the providence from dark to light, a 
Since first he walked the earth with form upright, 
And from the forest’s gloom emerged to roam 

The shining fields and make abiding home. 


Man fought with nature, fought a thousand foes, 
Through thousand centuries he slowly rose, 
With millions slain along his struggling path, 
Defying storm and Jightning—ocean’s wrath, 
Defying gods, the children of his brain, 
Creating, slaying gods with every gain, 

With knowledge making nsture yield her best 
From deepest chamber, and from mountain’s crest, 
From wave that in the golden sunshine leaps, 
From star that scarcely on his vision sweeps, 
Whose rays a million years must traverse space 
To greet the ardor of his upward face. 

Man now beholding these remotest gleams, 
Dethrones the noblest god of all his dreams; 
For in himself he sees the highest good, 
Salvation only in his own swift blood, 

His light-fed brain, and in his heart of fire, 
Where never fear can quench his bright desire. 
What mighty names adorn his lustrous course 
To reason’s kingdom from his savage force, 
From cave forlorn to Parthenon sublime, ` 

To songs as deathless as the pulse of time; 

To arts magnificent and cities fair. 

Rich fields that jewel summer’s golden air, 

The freighted river rhythmic with the swing 

Of bannered ships and boats that forward spring, 
With birdlike motion on the foaming path, 

As if the dipping oar a spirit hath; 

To ocean sounding with the tempest’s rack— 
The smoke-flag surging o’er the billowing track— 
Man’s proud defiance to the monstrous sea 
Through which he plows to wealth and victory, 
While 'neath the very thunder’s crashing roar 
The lightnings sing his word from shore to shore. 


Thus man has pushed his way to empire wide, 

By patient work and thousand ills defied, 

Nor prayer, nor faith has aided his advance, 

Nor trust in God, nor angel’s wish or glance, 

Nor anything save his own strenuous mind— 

His thought, his will, his heart, his hand combined. 


We praise the generations gone before, 

The mighty dead lost in the mists of yore, 
Forgotten, yet their life in our life glows; 

Their life the root, our life the blooming rose; 
They lived, they toiled, they loved, and somewhat gained; 
Through immemorial vears were hights attained; 
Yes, praise the dead, the unknown mighty dead, 
The millions silent in their royal bed, 

Crowned now for us because we take from them, 
By them made excellent life’s precious gem, 
More precious by the countless graves of earth, 
Since death makes beautiful as well as birth. 


And some we know among the mighty dead, 

Like tall trees in the forest level spread, 

Which shoot in emerald glory far aloft, 

And catch the sunburst in the azure soft, 

Or like the mountain swelling from the plain 
With scenes majestic, from sweet summer’s reign, 
In flower and grove about the ample base, 

To cliffs that beetle o’er some valley’s face, 
Which nestles in the fastness like a rose, . 

While soaring skyward are the eternal snows; 

Or like a star that some lone space doth climb, 

A flame of wonder on its course sublime, 

Or like those stars that cluster in the sky 

With rival radiance on the watcher’s eye; 

Thus lofty minds from age to age arise, 
Enriching time with charm that never dies, 

So that within the mind of man is rayed 

A world more brilliant than by earth displayed, . 
More beautiful than day with broadening light, 
Or constellated grandeurs of the night. 


Man’s spirit is for man the fountain high, 

Of hope, of action; man must man supply, 

With wisdom, courage, purpose, virtue, strength, 

And man through man will reach his heaven at length; 
Not heaven above with cold white throne of God, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 2, 1894. 


And angels bowing-to -his awful rod, 

Not heaven contrasted with the.realms.of woe, - 
And millions tossing on the fires below; ok 
Not heaven where slavish worship rolls its song,. 
And not one thought is free in all the throng; ` 
Where love and sympathy are banished quite, 
And simply to be saved is one’s delight; 

Nor hope for others, nor the joy profound, 

To lessen suffering wherever found; 

Not for the world to-day & heaven like this— 
But heaven of work and worth and human bliss; 
A heaven we make, which is our action’s zest; 
No God nor Christ, but still our level best; 

A heaven for all on this green earth of ours; 

A heaven of music, laughter, sunshine, flowers; ~ 
A heaven of genius and of freedom’s light; ` 

A heaven whose glory is the fireside bright. 
Not lofty throne, or angel’s harp and wing, 

But just the common good of everything. 

There is no heaven where liberty is not; 
Through ages dark this battle has been fought; 
To make man free has been the glowing. aim 

Of millions slaughtered by the sword and flame. 
Ah, what a struggle through the night of years 
With agony, despair, and blood and tears; 
Defeat and victory and gain and loss, 

The gallows, dungeon, sepulchre, and cross; 
The smoke of battle and the weary march, 

To tardy promis of the morning’s arch; 

And liberty has triumphed—glorious power! 

She wears the palm, upon her brow the flower, 
Of thousand victories to this broad day, : 
When kings are dust and people hold the sway; 
When labor is the master of the world, 

And erowns, like baubles, are to ruin hurled; 
Man universal—peasant and not king— 

Is what the.poeta of the present sing; 

Not man enthroned and partial in his pride, 
Belittled by the pomps that virtue hide, 

But man as men in nativ honor clad R 
And crowned by deeds—not what his fathers had. 
His robes of royalty are purple now 3 

With stains of toil, and on his beaded brow : 
The only jewels of his empire fair 

Betoken him a worker everywhere. 


Not yet has freedom won its noblest hight; 

Not yet are swept away the fogs of night; 

.Not yet has knowledge gemmed with fairest fruit 
The tree of life; not yet are forces brute 

By reason ruled; nor yet hath wisdom’s hand 
Unveiled the treasures of the sea and land; ~ 
Nor yet is truth the monarch of the mind, 

With genius, art, and beauty unconfined. ` 


Immortal Paine! to thee our offerings pour, 
Who first along Columbia’s waiting shore 
Didst set the stars that in our pennon bright 
Full flash the radiance of rejoicing light; 

And ‘*Common Sense " shall be our motto still 
To break the chains and noble hope instil. 
Paine is not dead, although his bones may lie 
Without an epitaph ’neath distant sky;  . 

He livs in all our hearts, unseen yet prend, 
Resplendent in the glory of this land. 


Straight ’gainst the forehead of defiant wrong 
His spear was hurled like comet’s course along. 
He sought no blessing, and he shunned no ban, 
Determined solely for the ‘* Rights of Man;” 
And man not only from the king released, 

But from the deeper tyranny of priest— 

The tyranny that crushes not alone 

The toiling flesh to build a bloody throne, 

But crushes heart, hope, soul, and spirit, all, 
And wraps the world in one tremendous pall, 

So that no star will shine, no flower will blow, 
No music whisper, and no fountain flow. 

Dead, dead, the world without the world within; 
The universe a waste of death and sin, 
Which God is cursing with an angry frown, 

So fierce that his own offspring must come down 
And perish on the cross with blood and gloom 
And sink into the darkness of the tomb; 
Ah! sink to hell with cry of wild despair, 
And suffer every torment soul can bear, 
To save not all, but save a scanty few— 
One in a million for God’s grace will do. 
The wisest, brightest hav no chance at all, 
For virtue cannot win nor reason’s call; : 
But simply faith—blind, cruel, coward faith, 

Of genius, liberty, and love the death. 

Against this foe colossal of the mind, 

Which filled the earth with every crime combined, 
The hero of America and France, s 
Through prison doors flung his far-shining lance; 
So quick, so true, so mighty was the blow, 

Like wounded serpents hissed the priests laid low; 


Their own vile haunts and pools of slime among; 
But not again upon time's forward flood  . 
Will they reign over man with fire and blood; 
Their doom is sealed, the age of faith declines, 
And brightening o’er the ** Age of Reason” shines. 


Bring all the splendors of the spring-time here, 
A monument of glory let appear, 
Green leaves and flowers and golden letters fair, 


.| To greet the sunshine in this lucid air. 


o let the music of our hearts break forth 
In.bright remembrance of this hero’s worth. 

Let us be comrades true and comrades brave, 
And gather courage from the laureled grave; 

For death shall not with lifeless gloom oppress, 
We'll star it ever with sweet loveliness; 

We'll make the virtues of the dead shine on 
From depths of time to every golden dawn, 

And they shall make us better and more strong, 
While beauteous hope shall gleam our way along. 
We can be free and fearless; we can strive; 

We to the future some new fact can giv; 

We can bear on the glory of the past 

In thought and deed where’er our lot is cast; 

We can be faithful, even if alone; 

Some bright ideal still oan be our own;- 

We can look forward and we can do right, 

And dream of morning through the darkest night, 


And ever since they’ve hissed and crawled and stung 


THE 
PAINE HIMSELF. 


Brilliants from: a Mine of Inexhaustible Intellectual 
Wealth. 


** COMMON SENSE.” 


The sun never shone on a cause of greater worth. "Tig 


not the affair of a city, a county, a province, or a king- 


: = 
dom, but of a continent—of at least one-eighth part of th 
habitable globe. "Tis not the concern of M duy a ieee: 


an age ; posterity are virtually involved in the contest, 
and will be more or legs affected, even to the end of time, 
by the proceedings now. 


In no instance hath Nature made the satellite larger 


than its primary planet; and as England and America, 
: with respect to each other, 


.—England to Europe, America to itself. 


** But Britain is the parent country,” say some, Then 
thë more shame upon her conduct. Even brutes do nor 
devour their young, nor savages make war upon their 


families. on : 


The independence of America should hav been con- 
sidered as dating its era from, and published by, the first 


musket that was fired against her. 


Oh, ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose, not 
only the tyranny, but the tyrant, stand forth! Every 
spot of the old world is overrun with oppression. Free- 
Asia and Africa 
hav long expelled her. Europe regards her like a stran- 


dom hath been hunted round the globe. 


ger, and England hath given her warning to depart. Oh, 
receivé the fugitiv, an 
mankind. 


D. ‘THE OBISIS." . 
These are the times that try men's souls. 


glorious the triumph. 


The heart that feels not now is dead ; the blood of his 
children will curse his cowardice who shrinks back at a 
time when a little might hav saved the whole and made 
them happy. I love the.man that can smile in trouble, 
that can gather strength from distress, and grow brave by 
"Tis the business of little minds to shrink; 
but he whose heart is firm, and whose conscience approves 


reflection. 


- his conduct, will pursue his principles unto death. 
` He that rebels against reason is a real rebel. 


To argue with & man who has renounced the use and 
of reason, and whose philosophy consists in 
holding humanity in contempt, is like administering med- 


' authorit 
-ioin to the dead. 


" The poor reflection of having served your king vil 
e 

. will crumble to the same undistinguished ashes with yonr: 
tis 
not the farcical benedictions of a bishop, nor the cringing 

. hypocrisy of a court of chaplains, nor the formality of an 
act of parliament, that can change guilt into innocence, 


-yield you no consolation in your parting moments. 


self, and hav sins enough of his own to answer for. 


.or make the punishment one pang the less. 


There are cases in which it is as impossible to restore 
‘character to life as it is to recover the dead. It is a 
phoenix that can expire but once, and from whose ashes 


there is no resurreotion, 


"^ It was not Newton's honor, neither could it be his pride, 

that. he was born sn Englishman, but that he was a phi- 
ad liberated him from the pre- 
judices of an island, and science had expanded his soul, 


losopher. The heavens 


88 boundless as his studies. : 


‘THE AGE OF REASON.” 


Ido not believe in the creed professed by the Jewish 
Church, by the Roman Church, by the Greek Church, by 
kish Church, by the Protestant Church. My own 


the Tur 
mind is my own church. 


I hav always strenuously supported the right of every 
man to his opinion, however different that opinion might 
be to mine. He who denies to another this, makes a slave 
of himself to his present opinion, because he precludes 


himself the right of changing it. 


The most formidable weapon against errors of every 
I hav never used any other, and I trust 


kind is Reason, 
I never shall. 

When it is revealed to me, I will believe it to be a reve- 
lation; but it is not, and cannot be incumbent upon me to 
believe it to be a revelation before; neither isit proper 
that I should take the word of a man as the word of God, 
-and put man in the place of God. 

Some Christians pretend that Christianity was not es- 


tablished by the sword ; but of what peri 
they speak ? It was impossible that twelve men could be- 


gin with the sword; they had not the power; but no 


sooner were the professors of Ohristianity sufficiently 
powerful to employ the sword, than they did so, and the 
. stake and fagot, too; and Mahomet could not do it 


sooner: By the same spirit that Peter cut off the ear of 
be true) he would 


the high priest’s servant (if the stor 
hav out off his head, and the head of his master, had he 
been able. Besides this, Christianity grounds itself orig- 
inally upon the Bible, and the Bible was established alto- 
gether by the sword, and that in the worst use of it ; not 
to terrify, but to extirpate. The Jews made no converts; 
they butchered all, The Bible is the sire of the Testa- 
ment, and both are called the word of God. The Chris- 
tians read: both books ; the ministers preach from both 
books; and this thing called Christianity is made up of 
both. It is then false to say that Christianity was not 
established by the sword. 


Loving enemies, is another dogma of feigned morality, 

. and has besides no meaning. It is incumbent on man, as 

a moralist, that he does not revenge an injury; and it is 

equally as good in a political sense, for there is no end to 

retaliation; - each retaliates on the other and calls it justice, 
but to love in proportion to the injury, if iteould bedone. 
would be to offer a premium for crime, Besides, the wor 


‘and sometimes in 


pect to | reverse the common order of 
Nature, it is evident that they belong to different systems 


prepare in time an asylum for 


The summer 
soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink 
. from the service of his country; but he that stands it now 
deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. Tyr- 
anny, like hell, is not easily conquered ; yet we hav this 
consolation with us, that the harder the conflict the more 


of time do 
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enemies is too vague and general. to be used in a moral 


maxim, which ought always to be clear and defined, like 


a proverb. If a man be the enemy of another from mis- 
take and prejudice, as in the ease of religious opinions, 
n politics, that man is different to an 
enemy at heart with a criminal intention; and it is incum- 
bent upon us, and it contributes also to our own tranquil- 
lity, that we put the best construction upon a thing that 
it will bear. But even this erroneous motiy in him 
makes no motiv for love on the other part; and to say 
that we oan love voluntarily and without a motiv is mor- 
ally and physically impossible. 


Those who preach this doctrin of loving their enemies 
are in general the greatest persecutors, and they act con- 
sistently by so doing ; for the doctrin is hypocritical, and 
it is natural that hypocrisy should act the reverse of wha 
it preaches, For my own part I disown the doctrin, an 
consider it asa feigned or fabulous morality; yet the man 
does not exist that can say I hay persecuted him, or any 
man or any set of mien, either in the American Revolu- 
tion, or in the French Revolution ; or that I hav, in any 
case, returned evil for evil. But it is not incumbent on 
man to reward a bad action with a good one, or to return 
good for evil; and wherever it is done, it is a voluntary 
act, and not a duty. « 


.. Of all the systems of religion that ever were invented, 
there is none more derogatory to the Almighty, more un- 
edifying to man, more repugnant to reason, and more 
contradictory in itself, than this thing called Christianity. 
Too absurd for belief, too impossible to convince, and too 
inconsistent for practice, it renders the heart torpid, or 
produces only Atheists and favatios. As an engin of 
power, it serves the purpose of despotism ; and as a means 
of wealth, the avarice of priests; but so far as respects 
the good of man in general, it leads to nothing here or 
ereafter. s 


The Bible-makers hav undertaken to giv us, in the first 
chapter of Genesis, an account of the creation ; and in 
doing this they hav demonstrated nothing but their igno- 
rance. They make there to hav been three days and 
three nights, evenings and mornings, before there was s 
sun; when itis the presence or absence of a sun that is 
the cause of day and night—and what is called his rising 
and setting, that of morning and evening. Besides, it isa 


pueril and pitiful idea, to suppose the Almighty to say, 


from it, as Moses and his rod are a conjurer and his wand. 


how nearly it borders on the ridiculous. 


which imagination might distort into a flying mountain, 
or an archangel, or a flock of wild geese, 


**EXAMINATION OF THE PROPHECIES.” 


and totally lost in a state of pregnancy; which is 
ing the world, according to the Bible account. Secondly, 


neither Jesus nor his apostlés had knowledge of or were 


inspired with the art of printing; and, consequently, as 


the means for making it universally known did not exist, 
the means were not equal to the end, and, therefore, it is 
not the work of God. 


‘THE RIGHTS OF MAN." 


I am contending for the right of the living, and against 
their being willed away, and controled and contracted 
for by the manuscript-assumed authority of the dead; and 
Mr, Burke is contending for the authority of the dead 


over the rights and freedom of the living. 


Those who hav quitted the world, and those who are 


not arrived yetin it, are as remote from each other as the 
utmost stretch of mortal imagination can conceive. What 


possible obligation, then, can exist between them? What 


rule or principle can be laid down that two nonentities, 
the one out of existence and the other not yet in it, and 


who can never meet in this world, that the one should 


control the other to the end of time. 


The circumstances of the world are continually chang- 
ing, and the opinions of men change also ; and as govern- 
ment is for the living and not for the dead, it is the living 
only that hay any right in it. That which may be thought 
right and found convenient in one age, may be thought 
wrong and found inconvenient in another. In such cases 
who is to decide—the living or the dead? 


The greatest characters the world has known hav risen 
on the democratic floor. Aristocracy has not been able 
to keep a proportionate pace with democracy. The arti- 
ficial noble shrinks into a dwarf beside the noble of 
nature. i 

Such is the irresistible nature of truth that all it asks, 
and all it wants, is the liberty of appearing. The sun 
needs no inscription to distinguish him from darkness. 

When, in countries that are called civilized, we see age 
going to the workhouse, and youth to the gallows, some- 


thing must be wrong in the system of government. 


When it shall be said in any country in the world, ** My 


poor are happy ; neither ignorance nor distress is to be 
found among them; my- jails are empty.of prisoners, my 
streets of beggars ; the aged are not in want, the taxes 
are not oppressiv ; the rational world is my friend, be- 


** Let there be light." It is the imperativ manner of 
speaking thata conjurer uses when he says to his cups and 
balls, Presto, be gone—and most probably has been taken 


Longinus calls this expression the sublime; and by the 
same rule the conjurer is sublime too; for the manner of 
speaking is expressivly and grammatical the same. 
When authors and critics talk of the sublime, they see not 
The sublime of 
the critica, like some parts of Edmund Burke's sublime 
and beautiful, is like a wind-mill just visible in a fog, 


Now observe, reader, how the promulgation of this 
pretended salvation by a knowledge of and a belief in 

esus Christ went on, compared with the work of creation. 
In the first place, it took longer time to make a child than 
to make the world, for nine months were passed away 
more 
than forty times longer time than God employed in mak- 


several years of Christ’s life were lost ina state of human 
infancy. But the universe was in maturity the moment 
it existed. Thirdly, Christ, as Luke asserts, was thirty 
years old before he began to preach what they call his 
mission. Millions of souls died in the mean time without 
knowing it. Fourthly, it was above three hundred years 
from that time before the book called the New Testament 
was compiled into a written copy, before which time there 
was no such book. Fifthly, it was above a thousand 
years after that, before it could be circulated; because 


Sa? 


cause I am the friend of ita happiness "—when thesethings 
can be said, then may that country boast of its constitu- 
tion and ite government. 


A HINT FOR OUR PBESIDENTS AND GOVERNORS. 
From a Letter of Paine to President Jefferson. 
It has been customary in a President's discourse to say 


something about religion. I offer you a thought on this 
subject. The word, religion, used as a word en masse 
has no application to a country like America. In Catho- 
lic countries it would mean exclusivly the religion of the 
Romish church ; with the Jews the 
England, the Protestant religion or in the sense of the 


ewish religion ; in 


English church, the established religion ; with the Deista 


it would mean Deism ; with the Turks, Mahometism, eto., 


etc. As well as I recollect it is Lego, Relego, Relegio, 
Religion. that is say, tied or bound by an oath or obli- 
gation. The French use the word properly ; when a 
woman enters & convent, she is called a novitiate ; when 
she takes the oath, she is a revigeuse, that is, she is bound b 
an oath. Now all that we hav to do, as a Government, wit! 
the word religion, in this country, is with the civil rights 
of it, and not at all with its creeds. Instead therefore of 
usiug the word religion, as a word en masse, as if it meant 
a creed, it would be better to speak only of its civil 
rights ; that all denominations of religion are equally pro- 
tected, that none are dominant, none inferior, that the 
rights of conscience are equal to every denomination and 
to every individual and that it is the duty of government 
to preserve this equality of conscientious rights. A man 
cannot be called a hypocrit for defending the civil rights 
of religion, but he may be suspected of insincerity in de- 
fending its creeds. 


f OF SOCIETY AND. OIVILIZATION.” 

A great part of that order which reigns among mankind 
is not the effect of government. It had its origin in the 
principles of society, and the natural constitution of man. 
It éxisted prior to government, aud would exist if the for- 
mality of government was abolished. The mutual depen- 
dence and reciprocal interest which man has in man, and 
all the pirts of a civilized community upon each other, 
create that great chain of connection which holds it to- 
gether. The landholder, the farmer, the manufucturer, 
the merchant, the tradesman, and every occupation 
prospers by the aid which each receives from the other, 
and from the whole. Common interest regulates their 
concerns, and forms their laws; and the laws which com- 
mon usage ordains hav a greater influence than the laws 
of government. In fine, society performs for itself 
almost everything which is ascribed to government. 

'To understand the nature and quantity of government 
proper for man, it is necessary to attend to his character. 
As nature created him for social life, she fitted him for 
the station she intended. In all cases she made his 
natural wants greater than his individual powers. No 
one man is capable, without the aid of society, of supply- 
ing his own wants; and those wants, acting upon every 
individual, impel the whole of them into society, as 
naturally as gravitation acts to a center. 

But she has gone further. She has not only forced man 
into society by a diversity of wants, which the reciprocal 
aid of each other can supply, butshe hasimplanted in him 
a system of social affections, which, though not necessary 
to his existence, are essential to his happiness. There is 
no period in life when this love for society ceases to act. 
It begins and ends with our being. 

If we examin, with attention, into the composition and 
constitution of man, the diversity of talents in different 
men for reciprocally accommodating the wants of each 
other, his propensity to society, and consequently to pre- 
serve the advantages resulting from it, we shall easily dis- 
cover that a great part of what is called government ig 
mere imposition. 

Government is no further necessary than to supply the 
few cases to which society and civilization are not con- 
veniently competent; and instances are not wanting to 
show that everything which government can usefully add 
thereto, has been performed by the common consent of 
society, without government. 

For upwards of two years from the commencement of 
the American war, and a longer period in several of the 
American states, there were no established forms of gov- 
ernment, The old governments had been abolished, and 
the country was too much occupied in defense to employ 
its attention in establishing new governments; yet, dur- 
ing this interval, order and harmony were preserved as 
inviolate as in any country in Europe. There is a natural 
aptness in man, and more so in society, because it em- 
braces a greater variety of abilities and resources, to ac- . 
commodate itself to whatever situation it isin, The instant 
formal government is abolished, society begins to act. A 
general association takes place, and common interest pro- 
duces common security. 

So far is it from being true, as has been pretended, that 
the abolition of any formal government is the dissolution 
of society, it acts by a contrary impulse, and brings the 
latter the closer together., All that part of its organiza- 
tion which it had committed to its government, devolves 
again upon itself, and acts through its medium. When 
men, as well from natural instinct as from reciprocal ben- 
efits, hav habituated themselvs to social and civilized life, 
there is always enough of its principles in practice to 
carry them through any changes they may find necessary 
or convenient to make in their government. In short, 
man is so naturally & creature of society, that it is almost 
impossible to put him out of it. 

Formal government makes but a small part of civilized 
life; and when even the best that human wisdom can de- 
vise is established, it is thing more in name snd idea 
than in fact. Itis to the great and fundamental principles 
of society and civilization—to the common usage univer- 
sally consented to, and mutually and reciprocally main- 
tained—to the unceasing circulation of interest, which, 
passing through its innumerable channels, invigorates the 
whole mass of civilized man—it is to these things, infinitly 
more than anything which even the best instituted gov- 
ernment can perform, that the safety and prosperity of 
the individual and of the whole depends. 

The more perfect civilization is, the less occasion has it 
for government, because the more does it regulate its 
own affairs, and govern itself; but so contrary is the 
practice of old governments to the reason of the case, 
that the expenses of them increase in the proportion th 
ought to diminish, It is but few general laws that aw 


ized life requires, and those of ‘such common usefulness 
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that whether they are enforced by the forms of govern- 
ment or not, the effect will be nearly the same. If we 
consider what the principles are that first condense men 
into society, and what the motivs that regulate their 
mutual intercourse afterwards, we shall find, by the time 
we arrive at what is called government, that nearly the 
whole of the business is performed by the natural opera- 
tion of the parts upon each other. . 

Man, with respect to all those matters, is more a 
ereature of consistency than he is aware of, or than gov- 
ernmenis would wish him to believe. Allthe grest laws 
of. society are laws of nature. Those of trade and com- 
merce, whether with respect to the intercourse of indi- 
viduals, or of nations, are laws of mutual and reciprocal 
interest. They are followed and obeyed, because it is the 
interest of the parties so to do, and not on account of 
any formal laws their government may impose or inter- 
pore. 

But how often is the natural propensity to society dis- 
turhed or destroyed by the operations of government! 
When the latter, instead of being engrafted on the princi- 
ples of the former, assnmes to exist for itself, and acts by 
partialities of favor and oppression, it becomes the cause 
of the mischiefs it ought to prevent. 


Some Significant Declarations. 


MANCHESTER RESOLUTIONS. 

At a meeting of the Manchester Constitutional Society, 
held this day. it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of this socity are due to Mr. 
Thomas Paine for the publication of his ‘‘Second Part 
of ‘The Rights of Men,’ combining Principle and Prac- 
tice ”—a work of the highest importance to every nation 
under heaven, but particularly to this, as containing ex- 
cellent and practical plans for an immediate and consid- 
erable reduction of the public expenditure; for the pre- 
vention of wars; for the extension of our manufactures 
and commerce; for the education of the young; for the 
comfortable support of the aged; for the better main- 
tenance of the poor of every description; and, finally, for 
lessening greatly. and without delay, the enormous load 
of taxes under which this country at present Jabors i 

That this society congratulate their countrymen st 
large on the influence which Mr. Paine’s publications ap- 
pear to hav had in procuring the repeal of some oppres- 
siv taxes in the present session of Parliament; and they 
hope that this adoption of a small part of Mr. Paine’s 
ideas will be followed by the most strennous exertions to 
accomplish a complete reform in the present inadequate 
state of the representation of the people; and that the 
other great plans of public benefit, which Mr. Paine has 
so powerfully recommeded, will be speedily carried into 
effect. Tuomas WALKER, President. 

March 18, 1792, SaAwvzEL Jackson, Secretary. 


SHEFFIELD RESOLUTIONS. 


This society (Sheffield Societv for Constitutional In- 
formation), composed chiefly of the manufacturers of 
Sheffield, began about four months ago, and is already 
increased to nearly two thousand members, and is daily 
increasing, exclusiv of the adjacent towns and villages 
who are forming themselvs into similar societies. 

Considering, as we do, that the want of knowledge and 
information, in the general mass of the people, has ex- 
posed them to numberless impositions and abuses, the 
exertions of this society are directed to the acquirement 
of useful knowledge, and to spread the same as far as our 
endeavors and abilities can extend. 

We declare that we hav derived more trne knowledge 
from the two works of Thomas Paine, entitled '* Rights 
of Man," Parts the First and Second, than from any 
[other] author on the subject. The practice as well as the 
principle of zovernment is laid down in those works, in a 
manner fo clear and irresistibly convincing, that this So- 
ciety do hereby resolve to giv their thanks to Mr. Paine 
for his two publications, entitled ‘‘ Rights of Man,” Parts 


produced thereby, Mr. Paine is entitled to a liberal grati- 
fication from the United States. l 
Friday, August 26, 1785. 


Resolved, That the board of treasury take order for 
Mr. Thomas Paine the sum of three thousand 


paying to : 
dollars, for the considerations mentioned in the resolu- 
tion of the 26th of August last. 

Monday, October 3, 1785, - 


“Giv honor and love forevermore 
To this great man gone to rest; 
Peace on the dim Plutonian shore, 

Rest in the land of the blest. 


“So, whether to wander the stars or to rest 
Forever hushed and dumb, 

He gave with a zest and gave his best, 
And deserves the best to come.” 


* Four Hundred Years.” 


In addition to the names of subscribers to “ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought” previously pub- 
lished, the following hav been received: 


California—J. O. Gage, Thos. J. Pope. 

Georgia —E. R. Teal. 

Illnois—W. C. Howard, Augustus Bailey, Bate Bradley, 
S. H. Trowbridge, D. H. Bergh, E. Olark, N. C. 
Dahi, W. A. and Sarah M. Thompson, C. R. Powell, 
Mrs. L. W. Loutzenhiser, L. Cox, Lafayette Powers. 

Towa—Asa Horr, John Mahara, pra Whitcomb, G. 
R. Henderson, Abner Kimball, E. J. Norcross, A. S. 
Allison, M. McBride. 

Maine, A. W. Tucker. 

Massachusetts—Thomas Tripp, Chas. S. Page. 

Minnesots—D. C. Dyer. 

Missouri—W. H. Steen. 

New Jersey—Paul S. Tooker. 

New Mexico—B. G. Stegman. 

North Dakota—O. W. McDorman. 

Oregon—Herman Arnold. 

Pennsylvania—I. H. Betz. 

South Osrolina—B Dosscher. 


Texas—W m. Joseph. 


Wisconsin—A. A. Raymond. 


pee a RN 

Tur TaurH Szexer is sent for one year, with a 
copy of Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” for $6.50. If your cash order reaches us 


before the last form of the book goes to press, your 


name will be engrossed on its pages among those 
of the elect of Freethought. : i 


Helen H. Gardener's latest novel, “An Unofficial 


Patriot,” is now ready for delivery. It is the best 
work of the kind that Miss Gardener has written, 
and should hav an unprecedentedly large sale. Price, 
in cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 
received a supply of the only complete and author- 
ized edition of * The Great Ingersoll Controversy.” 
It contains the famous Christmas sermon of Colonel 
Ingersoll, the protests of ministers of various de- 
nominations, and the orator’s replies thereto. Price, 


25 cents. * What Must We Do to be Saved?” can 


now be supplied in German at 25 cents per copy. 


* Ohurch Property" is now ready, and all ac- 


We hav also just. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


S P. PurNAv's lecture appointments: 
Northport, L. I., June 4th-8th. 


Tar Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 82 Moroe avenue. . 

Tu Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severance Hall, 
421 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.30 P.m. 


Tse Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 

W. F. Jameson has just closed a course of three lect- 
ures in Merced, Cal., and is nowon his way to Park City, 
Utah. He is engaged to deliver courses of lectures also 
in Coalville and Scofield, Utah. Address at Mosca, Col. 


Tuer First Secular Church of Portland, Or., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 1703 Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.80 P. M. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-school in same place at 12:30 p. w. 


Tae Women’s LIBERAL LEAGUE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenue and Green street, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Radical Library open 7.80 to 10 P.M. ` 


Tau Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for May: i 


June 1st—‘‘ Farms or Bombs.” William Hemstreet. 

June 8th—**'Vaccination or Sanitation.” Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Jr.. M.D. 

June 15th—‘‘ Tides of the Times.” Elmer E. Warner. 

June 22d—''Spontaneous Geperstion." . Edward W, 
G. Dobson. : 

June 29th— Last meeting of. the season. Five minute 
Speeches on '* What One Thing Would You Hav the 
Constitutional Convention Do?" alternating with 
musical and elocutionary entertainment. Admission 
10 cents, at the docr. ` 


Tam Brooklyn Philosophical Association closed its season 
last Sunday with music and speeches. Among the musical 
numbers were a piano solo and a cornet solo, and.a song 
by a young lady who vocalized in a most charming and 
exqnisit manner. Mr. Henry Rowley spoke on ‘ Shel- 
ley,” and those acquainted with the works of this poet and 
also with the ability of Mr. Rowley, can imagin what a 
treat was enjoyed. The association reports this, the six- 
teenth season, as the most successful of all, financially 
and otherwise. The next meeting will be in October. 
The members of the Association would do well on August 
ba Shelley’s birthday, to commemorate the. event by an 
outing. : 


A GENTLEMAN named Prof. Theo. F. Price, who looked 
as if he was intended for a priest, but was born and 
reared a Quaker, and, after witnessing some mani- 
festations of Spiritual phenomena, became a Spiritualist, 
clairvoyant, and lecturer, spoke before the Manhattan 
Liberal Olub last Friday on ‘‘The Three-Fold Man.” 
He said that man was a physical, intellectual, and spiritual 
being, and when a person dies, his or her spirit leaves the 
body and soars into spirit land, where there are others 
who will giv that newly arrived person a right royal wel- 
come He also said that a person is the same in the land 
of spirits as he was in this world. Whatever education, 
or intellectual power he had here, he will be the same 
when ‘‘this mortal coil” has been ‘‘shuffled off," and 
that in the Spiritualists’ happy land only the law of love 
prevails. He made the remark that the Spiritualists had 
done more to banish superstition and ignorance from the 
world than any other class of reformers. Any state- 
ment made in favor of Spiritualism was always applauded 
by a coterie of persons who always manage to rit ina 


bunch. The reporter has been told that this club is full 


First and Second. of the lovers of the ‘‘ after-life philosophy.” 


Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Society 
be given to Mr. Paine for the affectionate concern he has 
shown in his second work in behalf of the poor, the infant, 
and the aged, who, notwithstanding the opulence which 
blesses other parts of the community, are, by the grievous 
weight of taxes, rendered the miserable victims of pov- 
erty and wretehedness. ` ; 

March, 14, 1792. Davip Martin, Chairman. 

AOT OF PENNSYLVANIA GENERAT, ASSEMBLY. 

Whereas, during the late Revolution, and particularly 
in the most trving and perilous times thereof, many very 
eminent services were rendered to the people of the 
United States by Thomas Paine, Esq., accompanied with 
sundry distinguished instauces of fidelity, patriotism, and 
disinterestedness; 

And whereas, the said Thomas Paine did, during the 
whole progress of the Revolution, voluntarily devote him- 
self to the service of the publie, without accepting rec- 


cumulated orders hav been filled. The members 
of the Constitutional Convention and the press of 
New York will, of course, be supplied gratis. We 
shall also put as many copies as possible into the 
hands of other persons who hav influence to secure 
justice in taxation. How many copies are thus 
distributed will depend upon the assistance we re- 
ceive from the working Liberals of the country. 
All Freethinkers who can should also buy * Ohurch 
Property,” and distribute it among their own law- 
makers, editors, and thoughtful private citizens. 
We hav made the price very low for so large a 
pamphlet. Fifteen cents per single copy, ten copies 
for $1; fifty copies for $4 50; one hundred copies, 


MEAS TAN 
I rynne of pillory fame defended, when his party 
was in power, the principle of suppressing danger- 
ous opinions—a principle which, carried out by his 
enemies, had cost him his ears; and John Knox 
found a precedent in the action of the Jews, who 
“lay low” when they were weak, and exterminated, 
as soon as they had the power, the people whose 
opinions differed from their own. At Geneva the 
Protestant Beza fashioned plausible arguments why 
the Oatholic should be made to feel severely the 
heinousness of standing aloof from the reformed 
faith; and the same arguments did good service for 
the Oatholics outside the city when they were asked 
why they harried the unfortunate Protestants. 


ompense therefor. and, moreover, did decline taking or 
receiving the profits which authors are entitled to on the 
sale of their literary works. but relinquisted them for the 
better accommodation of the country, and for the honor 
of the public cause. 

And whereas, besides the knowledge which the House 
has of the services of the said Thomas Paine, the same 
having been recommended to us by his excellency the 
President and the Supreme Executiv Council of the 
State, of the 16th of December last past, and by the 
friendly offices of the late patriotic commander-in-chief, 
General Washington; 

Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted, by the Repre- 
sentativs of the freemen of the commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, in general assembly met, and by the authority 
of the same, that, as a temporary recompense to the said 
Thomas Paine. and until suitable provision shall be fur- 
ther made, either federally by Congress or otherwise, the 
supreme executiv council be authorized and empowered 
to draw on the treasurer of this state for the sum of £500 
in favor of and payable to the said Thomas Paine. 

Jonn Bayar, Speaker. 
RESOLUTIONS OF UNITED STATES CONGRESS. 

Resolved, That the early, unsolicited, and continued 
labors of Mr. Thomas Paine, in explaining and enforcing 
the principles of the late Revolution by ingenious and 
timely publications upon the nature of liberty and civil 
government, hav been well received by the citizens of 
these states, and merit the approbation of Congress; and 
that, in consideration of these services and the benefits 


$8; postage paid in all cases. Let there be this 
year in every state and territory in the Union a 
campaign of education. Show the people the im- 
morality, injustice, and danger of the exemption of 
church property from taxation. 


Samuel P. Putnam, of America, poet, orator, and 
fearless Freethought evangelist, has in the press a 
work entitled “Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
Mr. Putnam, with his fine enthusiasm and literary 
dash, is just the man to undertake such a task as he 
has here imposed upon himself; and the heroes 
and martyrs of humanity against the church will be 
made to scintillate, and burn, and glow, not merely 
pass before the reader as cold and bloodless visions, 
half smothered in dates and dry facts, dryly stated. 
Of course, a portrait and biograpical sketch of 
Saladin will appear in this Transatlantic magnum 
opus, and Ingersoll will jostle Galileo, and Bruno 
cry across the ages to Huxley. Mr. Putnam de- 
serves much commendation for his colossal design, 
and those who know him best expect that of that 
design the execution will be worthy.— E. G. in 
Agnostic Journal, 


Neither side could understand the true value of 
toleration. Probably this fierce repression of other 


‘men’s baneful beliefs was fed by familiarity with 


the Bible, and with its stern ruling that one side in 
the Jewish controversy was wholly right, and could 
wreak its outraged faith upon the rest of the world 
as opportunity arose.— Family Herald (London). | 


The Christian religion must rise or fall on its 
merits, lacking which, constitutional provisions, 
Jegislativ enactments and court decisions and pre- 
cedents cannot save it, and if the preachers had the 
confidence they profess to hav in its merits they 
would at once abandon the scheme of engrafting it 
on the Constitution of tre United States, as being 
unnecessary to its preservation .— Daily News, 
Tampa, Florida. l 


“ Vaccination by Lancet and Olub" is ‘ Anti-Vaccina- 
tion Tract No. 1," written by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., and 
issued by the Murray Hill Publishing Co., 129 East 
28th street, Néw York. For distribution, only 50 cents per 
hundred. Dr. Foote has driven hie lancet—of criticism 
—in deeply, and the illustration he has introduced helps 
e ene ery: No doubt many of our readers will want 
e tract. 


@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tion for this Corner should be sent. 


^en the dark and the daylight, 
: .. „ên the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & panse in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Happy Household. 


It’s when the birds go piping and the daylight 
slowly breaks 
That, clamoring for his dinner, our precious 
baby wakes. ! 
Then it’s sleep no more for baby, and it’s sleep no 
more for me, 
For when he wants his dinner, why, it's dinner it 
must be! : f 
And of that lacteal fiuid he partakes with great 
ado 
While gran’ma Jaughs, 
And gran’pa laughs, 
And wife, she Jaughs, 
And I—well, I laugh too! 


You'd think, to see us carrying on about that 
little tad, : 
That, like as not, that baby was the first we'd 
ever had. - 
But, sakes alive! he isn’t, yet we people make a 
fuss 
Asif the only baby in the world had come to us. 
And, morning, noon, and nightime, whatever he 
may do, 
Gran’ma, she laughs, 
Gran'pa, he laughs, 
Wife, she laughs, 
And I, of course, laugh too! 
But once—a likely spell ago—when that poor 
little chick . 
From teething or from some such ill of infanvy 
fell sick, 
You wouldn't know us people as the same that 
went about, ; : : 
A-feelin’ good all over, just to hear him crow and 
shout. 
And though the doctor poohed our fears and said 
he'd pull him through 
Old gran'ma cried, 
And gran'pa cried, 
And wife, she cried, 
And I—yes, I cried too! 


It make: us all feel good to bav a baby on the 
. place, 
With his everlastin’ crowing and his dimpling, 
dumpling face; 
The patier of his pinky feet makes music every- 
where. 
And when he shakes those fists of his, good-bye 
to every care! i 
No matter what our trouble is, when he begins to 
cco 
Old gran’ma laughs, 
And gran’pa laughs, 
Wife, she laughs, 
And I—you bet, I laugh too! 
Eugene Fiela in Chicago News-Record. 
ere CQMMKEEEUC FUN 


Paine’s Care for the Bonneville Children. 

. Moncure D. Conway, in the seventeenth 
chapter of his very careful and full life of 
Paine, tells us of the time, care and money 
which the great teacher devoted to the 
training and support of the family of Nico- 
las Bonneville, in whose home he had 
lived when in Paris. Here follow some 
gelections which we are sure will interest 
the Children of the Corner : 


‘The Bonnevilles, with whom Paine had 
resided in.Paris, were completely impov- 
erished after his departure. They resolved 
to follow Paine to America, depending on 
his promis of aid should they do so. Fore- 
seeing perils in France, Nicolas, unable 
himself to leave at once, hurried off his 
wife and children — Benjamin, Thomas and 
Louis. Madam Bonneville would appear 
to hav arrived in August, 1808. I infer 
this, because Paine writes, September 23d, 
to Jefferson from Stonington, Connecticut; 
and later letters show that he had been in 
New York, and afterwards placed Thomas 
Paine Bonneville with the Rev. Mr. Foster 
(Universalist) of Stonington for education. 
Madam Bonneville was placed in his house 
at Bordentown, where she was to teach 
French. pele 

*"Madame Bonneville, unable to speak 
English, found Bordentown dull, and soon 
turned up in New York. She ordered 
rooms in Wilburn’s boarding-house, where 
Paine was lodging, and the author found 
the situation rather complicated. The 
family was absolutely without means of 
their own, and Paine, who had given them 
a comfortable home at Bordentown, was 
annoyed by their coming on to New York. 


** Nicolas Bonneville still giving no sign, 
and Madam being uneconomical in her 
notions of money, Paine thought it neces- 
sary—morally and financially—to let it be 
known that he was not responsible. for her 
debts, When, therefore, Wilburn applied 
fo him for her board ($35), Paine deolined 
to pay, and was sued. Paine pleaded non 
aseumpait, and, after gaining the case, paid 
Wilburn the money. It presently turned 
out that the surveillance of Nicolas Bonne- 
ville did not permit him to leave France, 
and, as he was not permitted to resume his 
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journal or publications, he could neither | 
join his family nor assist them. * * >° 
Paine was presently enjoying himself on 
his farm at New Rochelle, and Madame 
Bonneville began to keep house for him. 


** Madame Bonneville hated country life, 
and insisted on going to New York. Paine 
was not sorry to hav her leave, as she could 
not yet talk English, and did not appreciate 
Paine's idea of plain living and high think- 
ing. She apparently had a notion that 
Paine had a mint of money, and, like so 
many others, might hav attributed to par- 
simony efforts the unpaid author was mak- 
ing to save enough to give her children, 
practically fatherless, some start in life. 
The philosophic solitude in which he was 
left at New Rochelle is described in a letter 
(July 31st) to John Fellows in New York. 

‘It is certainly best that Mrs. Bonne- 
ville go into some family as a teacher, for 
she has not the least talent of managing 
affairs for herself. She maysend Bebis up 
to me. I will take care of him for his own 
sake and his father’s, but that is all I hav 
to say. ° *. I am master of an empty 
house, or nearly so. I hav six chairs and 
a table, a straw bed, a feather bed, and a 
bag of straw for Thomas, a tea kettle, an 
iron pot, an iron baking pan, a frying pan, 
8 gridiron, cups, saucers, plates and dishes, 
knives and forks, two candlesticks and a 
pair of snuffers. I hav pair of fine oxen 
and an ox-cart, a good horse, a chair, and 
a one-horse cart; a cow, and a sow and 
nine pigs. When you come you must take 
such fare as you meet with, for I liv upon 
tea, milk, fruit-pies, plain dumplins, and a 
piece of meat when I get it; but I liv with 
that retirement and quiet that suit me. 
Mrs. Bonneville was an encumbrance upon 
me all the while she was here, for she would 
not.do anything, not even make an apple- 
‘dumplin for her own children. If you 
cannot make yourself a straw bed, I can 
let you hav blankets, and you will hav no 
occasion to go over to the tavern to sleep.’ 

“It must not be supposed from what 
Paino says of Madam Bonneville that there 
was anything acrimonious in their rela- 
tions. She was thirty-one years younger 
then Paine, fond of the world, handsome. 
The old gentleman, all day occupied with 
writing, could giv her little companion- 
ship, even if he could hav conversed in 
French. But he indulged her in every 
way, gave her more money than he 
could afford, devoted his ever decreasing 
means to her family. She had boundless 
reverence for him, but, as we hav seen, 
had no taste for country life. Probably, 
too, after Dederick’s attempt on Paine’s 
life she became nervous in the lonely 
house. So she had gone fo New York, 
where she presently found good occupa- 
tion as a teacher of French in several 
families. Her sons, however, were fond 
of New Rochelle, and of Paine, who had 
a knack of amusing children, and never 
failed to win their affection. In the Tarry- 
town Argus, October 18, 1890, appeared an 
interesting notice of the Rev. Alexander 
Davis (Methodist), by O. K. B[uchanan] 
in which it is stated that Davis, a nativ of 
New Rochelle, remembered the affection 
of Paine, who ‘would bring him round- 
hearts and hold him on his knee.’ Many 
such recollections of his little neighbors 
hav been reported.” * ' ° 


Ina letter to William Carver, Mr. Paine 
refers in a kindly way to his godson, Thomas 
Paine Bonneville : 


**T am glad to hear what you tell me of 
Thomas. He shall not want for anything 
that is necessary if he be a good boy, for 
he has no friend but me." 


In 1806, at New Rochelle, Paine's vote 
was challenged, on the ground that he was 
not an American citizen, by a supervisor of 
elections, one Elisha Ward, a Tory during 
the Revolution. A partial sequel (affecting 
Ward's son) to the enmity of Ward is re- 
lated by Gilbert Vale, Paine's biographer : 


** At the time of Mr. Paine's residence at 
his farm, Mr. Ward, now a coffee-roaster 
in Gold Street, New York, and an assistant 
alderman, was then a little boy and resid- 
ing at New Rochelle. Heremembers the 
impressions his mother and some religious 
people made on him by speaking of Tom 
Paine, so he concluded that Tom Paine 
must be a very bad and brutal man. Some 
of his elder companions proposed going 
into Mr. Paine's orebard to obtain some 
fruit, and he, out of fear, kept at s distance 
behind, till he beheld, with surprise, Mr. 
Paine come ouf and assist the boys in get 
ting apples, patting one on the head and 
caressing another, and directing them 
where to get the best. He then advanced 
and received his share of encouragement, 
and the impression this kindness made on 
him determined him at a very early period 
to examin his writings. His mother at 
first took the books from him, but st a 
later period restored them to him, observ- 
ing that he was then of an age to judge for 
himself; perhaps she had herself been 
gradually undeceived, both as to his char- 


acter and writings.” 


The older members of the Corner family | 


will appreciate these reminiscences sud 
fragments of history selected from Mr. 
Conway’s book : 


** T told Walt Whitman, himself partly a 
product of Hicksite Quakerism, of the 
conclusion to which I had been steadily 
drawn, that Thomas Paine rose again in 
Elias Hicks, and was in some sort the 
origin of our one American religion. I 
said my visit was mainly to get his 'testi- 
mon on the subject for my book, as he 
was born in Hick's region, and mentions 
in ‘Specimen Days’ his acquaintance with 
Paine's friend, Colonei Fellows. Walt said, 
for I took down his words at the time : 

** Tn my childhood a great deal was said 
of Paine in our neighborhood, in Long 
Island. My father, Walter Whitman, was 
rather favorable to Paine. I remember 
hearing Elias Hicks preach; and his look, 
slender figure, earnestness, made an im- 
pression on me, though I was only about 
eleven. He died in 1880. He is well re- 
presented in the bust there, one of m 
treasures I was a young man when 
enjoyed the friendship of Colonel Fellows 
—then a constable of the courts; tall, 
with ruddy face, blue eyes, snowy hair, 
anda fine voice; neat in dress, an old- 
school gentleman, with a military air, who 
used to awe the crowd by his looks ; they 
used to call him ‘‘ Aristides.” I used to 
chat with him in Tammany Hall. It was a 
time when, in religion, there was as yet no 
philosophical middle ground ; people were 
very strong on one side or the other ; there 
was s good deal of lying, and the liars were 
often well-paid for their work. Paine and 
his principles made the great issue. Paine 
was double-damnably lied about. Colonel 
Fellows was & man of perfecttruth and ex- 
actness; he assured me that the stories 
disparaging to Paine personally were quite 
false. Paine was neither drunken nor 
filthy ; he drank as other people did, and 
was a high-minded gentleman. I incline 
to think you right in supposing 8 connec- 
tion between the Paine excitement and the 
Hicksite movement. Paine left a deep, 
clear-cut impression on the public mind. 
Colonel Fellows told me that while Paine 
was in New York he had a much larger fol- 
lowing than was generally supposed. After 
hig death a reaction in his favor appeared 
among many who had opposed him, and 
this reaction became exceedingly strong 
between 1820 and 1880, when the division 
among the Quakers developed. Probably 
William Cobbett’s conversion to Paine had 
something to do with it. Cobbett lived in 
the neighborhood of Elias Hicks, in Long 
Island, and probsbly knew him. Hicks 
was a fair-minded man, and no doubt read 
Paine’s books carefully and honestly. I 
am very glad you are writing the Life of 
Paine. Such a book has long been needed 
Paine was among the best and truest of 
men,’ 

** Paine’s risen soul went marching on in 
England also. The pretended recantation 
proclaimed there was exploded by William 
Oobbett, and the whole controversy over 
Mr. Paine's works renewed. One after 
another Deist was sent to prison for pub- 
lisbing his works, the last being Richard 
Carlile and his wife. In 1819, the year in 
which William Cobbett carried Paine’s 
bones to England, Richard Carlile and his 
wife, solely for this offense, were sent to 
prison—he for three years, with fine of 
£1,500; she for two years, with fine of 
£500. This was a suicidal victory for big- 
otry. When these two came out of prison 
they found that wealthy gentlemen had 
provided for them an establishment in Fleet 
Street, where these hooks were thenceforth 
sold unmolested. Mrs. Carlile's petition to 
the House of Commons awakened tbat body 
and the whole country. When Richard 
Carlile entered prison it was as a captiv 
Deist ; when he came out the Freethinkers 
of England were generally Atheists. 


‘The removal and mystery of Paine’s 
bones appear like some page of Mosaic 
mythology. An English caricature pio- 
tured Cobbett seated on Paine's coffin, in 
8 boat named Rights of Man, rowed by 
Negro Slaves. 

***A singular coincidence [says Dr. 
Francis] led me to pay a visit to Cobbett at 
his country seat, within & couple of miles 
of the city, on the island, on the very day 
that he had exhumed the bones of Paine, 
and shipped them for England. I will here 
repeat the words which Oobbett gave ut- 
terance to at the friendly interview our 
party had with him. ‘‘T hav just performed 
a duty, gentlemen, which has been too long 
delayed; you hav neglected too long the 
remains of Thomas Paine. I hav done 
myself the honor to disinter his bones. I 
hav removed them from New Rochelle. I 
hav dug them up; they are now on their 
way to England. When I myself return, I 
shall cause them to speak the common 
sense of the great man; I shall gather to- 
gether the people of Liverpool and Man- 
ehester in one assembly with those of Lon- 
don, and those bones will affect the refor- 
mation of England in church and state.’ 

** Mr. Badeau, of New Rochelle, remem- 
bers standing near Cobbett's workmen 
while they were digging up the bones, 
aboutdawn. There isa legend that Paine's 


little finger was left in America, & fable, 
perhaps, of his once small movement, now 
stronger than the loins of the bigotry that 
refused him a vote or a grave in the land 
he so greatly served. As to his bones, no 
man knows the place of their rest to this 
day. Hisprinciplesrestnot. His thoughts, 
untraceable like his dust, are blown about 
the world which he held in his heart. For 
8 hundred years no human being has been 
born in the civilized world without some 
spiritual tincture from that heart whose 
every pulse was for humanity, whose last 
beat broke a fetter of fear, and fell on the 
throne of thrones.” 
eset e a 


A Poetical Curiosity. 

Arthur O'Connor, an Irish general who 
was implicated in the French invasion of 
Ireland and spent five years at Fort 
George, in Scotland, wrote the following 
lines, which he distributed while on his 
way to prison in 1798: 

I. 
** The pomp of courts and pride of kings, 

‘I prize beyond all earthly things; 

I love my country,—but the king, 

Above all men, his praise I sing;; 

The royal banners are displayed, 

And may saccess the standard aid. 


If. 
** T fain would banish far from honce 
The Lights of Man and Common Sense, à 
Confusion to his odious reign, 
That foe to princes—Thomas Paine! 
Defeat and Ruin seize the cause, į 
Of France, her liberties and laws.” 


Read the first line of the second verse 
immediately after the first line of the first 
verse—the second line of the second verse, 
after the second line of the first, and thus 
contin e throughout to connect the corre- 
sponding lines of each verse—having pre- 
viously read them. in the usual manner. 
The two modes of reading will be found 
ingeniously to convey distinct and opposit 
meanings. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


—-—L. 


a 
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from the Spirit 
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most Startling Rev- 
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Proving Christianity 
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Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gxzozaz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fersed naturalists. 
, Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarz:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the shurch so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . ,Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 

lace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religions mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
“hustrated, Price, cloth, 82 
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Gems of F hought. 


Tur very attempt to destroy reason by 
reason, is & demonstration that men hav 
nothing but reason to trust in.— Matthew 
Tindal. 

Hav a good time, make life cheerful and 
bright, dance if you want to, sing if you 
can, play as long as you liv, and leave the 
world with a Smile — Invéstigátor: 


We hav no patience with the mawkish 
philanthropy which would ward off the 
punishment of stupidity. The ultimate 
result of shielding men from the effects of 
folly, is to fill the world with fools.— Her- 
bert Spencer. 


Among all the relics of barbaric religion 
which surround us, few are more striking 
than the phrases which still recognize as a 
deity the living sky, as ‘‘ Heaven forgiv 
me!” ‘*The vengeance of heaven will 
‘overtake him.”—Dr. E. B. Tylor. 


Waar forests of laurel we bring, and 
the tears of mankind, to those who stand 
firm against the opinion of their contem- 
poraries! The measure of & master is his 
success in bringing all men round to his 
opinion twenty years later.— Emerson. 


Turk state has neglected its legitimate 
work of protecting the citizen in his per- 
sonal safety and property rights in pro- 
portion to the state's unlawful waste of 
time and power in looking after the private 
business of the  country.— Galveston 
News. 


I BELIEVE in individual initiativ. Yet I 
am told that individualism is old-fashioned 
and out of date. How can that be true as 
long as the individual remains? And 
when the individual disappears, what be- 
comes of your gospels of collectivism? 
Everything flows from the individual. 
He is the reservoir. From him all streams 
are supplied. Back to him all streams 
pay tribute. Nor must we forget that we 
owe the individual the guarantees of de- 
mocracy. The conditions must further 
the most extended privilege. Yet no 
privilege must be given save that which all 
may share.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Ir a man be possessed of but one idea, 
and that a wrong one, he will not only 
evoke a fetich for himself, but, by the 
power of concentration and example, in- 
stitute & very ugly persecution for those 
who venture to doubt the divinity of his 
fetich. To do no harm and think no evil 
is not sufficient in many quarters to insure 
a man a quiet life; uniformity is a very 
exacting fetich. To sing in chorus is, to 
minds of unconquerable torpor, not only 
easier, but more meritorious than to at- 
tempt a solo. And so the dull little fetich 
unanimity takes the place of thoughtful 
readjustment of ideas, a process which 
would entail an almost impious exertion of 
powers enervated by habitual irresolution 
and disuse.—Zthics of Fetich Worship, 
Chambers’s Journal. 


Norna is more common than to hear 
from the pulpit pictures in words of excite- 
ment, of alarm, of terror, of the death- beds 
of those who hav not lived religious lives; 
- yet, as a rule, if these pictures are sup- 
posed to be those of the unfortunates at 
the moment of death, they are utterly 
false. In point of fact, ninety-nine of 
every hundred human beings are uncon- 
scious for several hours before death comes 
to them; all the majesty of intellect, the 
tender beauty of thought or sympathy or 
charity, the very love for those for whom 
love has filled all waking thoughts, dis- 
appear. As a little baby just born into 
the world is but a little animal, so the 
sage, the philosopher, the hero, or the 
statesman, he whose thoughts or deeds hav 
writ themselvs large in the history of the 
world, becomes buts dying animal at the 
last. A merciful unconsciousness sets in 
as the mysterious force we call life slowly 
takes leave of its last citadel, the heart, 
and what is has become what was. This 
is death.—Dr. Cyrus Edson. 


Ws are now constructing the most ex- 
pensiv churches that the world has known 
since the pagan religion was superseded 
by the ‘‘meek and lowly Jesus.” They 
are building one in New York that is to 
cost $10,000,000. Suppose Christ should 
come again and should wear what he wore 
before—a linen gown, a pair of wooden 
sandals on his feet, no socks, and no hat— 
do you suppose the minister in that $10- 
000,000 church would be glad to see Jesus 
come in? He would be just as happy as 
the money-changers were in the temple. 
The finer our churches are, the bigger Mr. 
Krupp makes his cannon. This may seem 
queer to you, but it is so. The ball is 
almost as heavy as a park of artillery used 
to be. Wherever it hits there is sure to 
be trouble. We are strange folks. We 
are constantly building more churches and 
schoolhouses, and we constantly want 
more guns. The more we embrace the 
doctrin that we must love our neighbors 
as ourselvs, the more thoroughly we pre- 
pare to bore s hole through them with a 
Winchester.— Thomas Watson. 
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Mot for Parsons, 


t Went, friends," said a Scottish olergy- 
man recently, ‘‘the kirk is urgently in 
need of siller, and as we hav failed to get 


money honestly, we will hav to see what a | 


bazaar can do for us." . 


** Ig the editer in?" asked the poet. 
“Yes,” said the office boy, 

“The editor’e safe in heaven, 

Where all is peace and joy.” 

* Tn heaven?" the poet murmured, 

While the ‘‘ devil" wiped his eyes; 
He must hav given the angels 

A thundering big surprise ! 


*&SixoE you take me to task so roundly 
for my failings,” said the physician, some- 
what nettled, '*let me ask why you don't 
restrain your own son. e gambles, 
drinks, and plays the races.” ‘‘ Ah, yes,” 
said the clergyman, with a sigh. 
don’t seem to exert much influence over 
our own families, do we? By the way, 
doctor, please convey my warmest sympa- 
thies to your wife and say to her I am 
sorry she is still unable to find any relief 
from her rheumatism.”— Chicago Tribune. 

“Mamma, dear,” said a little gir), 
** does God know I hav two prayers to say, 
one one night aud the other next night?” 
“Yes, dear, God knows you hav two 
prayers to say, one one night, and the 
other next night." ** Mamma, dear, does 
God know I am going to say to-night, 
‘Now I lay me down to sleep?” ‘‘ Yes, 


dear, God knows you are going to say to- | 


night, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep.’” 
** But, mamma, I’m not going to say that 
one; I'm going to say the other one."— 
One of J.M. Li Babcock's Stories. 


.Iw one of the western New York ex- 


changes appears an obituary notice written: 


and signed by a country correspondent, 
and as it is one of those gems which can 
not be improved. by cutting, it is given in 
its entirety and integrity. The paper ap- 


propriately places it under the heading: | 


** Joab’s Jottings.” " 
Dear EprroR: The death augel has 
made its ingress into our quiet little city, 
snatching from our midst one of our most 
deserving and beloved citizens in the per- 
son of Mrs. Dr. ——, of Haskinsville. 
After a protracted illness she departed to 
the land of the Leal, the morning of the 
25th. Funeral 27th at Haskinsville. Ser- 
vices conducted by the Rev. E. Barnston, 
of our city, who delivered one of his mas- 
terly, skilful discourses. Mr. Barrmston 
can bring the world down on a funeral dis- 
course. His sermon was full of pathos 
and eloquence; the elder is a Bible stu- 
dent and a gentleman of high culture. 

The Rev. James Bowen offered up an 

eloquent prayer. The reverend is a young 
. man of marked ability. 

The Rev. Mr. Peet, of Maryland, made 
a telling closing address; he will be counted 
in. Mrs. ——, as a vocalist, has no paral- 
lel; her voice was like that of an angel, 
soft and clear, and pathetic, her music 
proceeded from her heart and reached the 
hearts of the hearers; she was called upon 
to sing at-hundreds of funerals. She had 
sung a great many times at Loon Lake 
church; In short, she was a well-known 
singer. Mrs. —— will be missed at bed- 
sides of the sick; her hand was always 
open to relieve the wants of the poor and 
afflicted. She would go far and near to 
relieve the wants of the suffering. She 
always paid into the church. She will be 
missed at the class-meeting and Sunday- 
school Her graceful form will not be 
seen on the streets any more, but in 
heaven. She was a complete model of 
perfection and beauty. But to all the 
world who will most. miss her the doctor 
and Burchal, her daughter, wife of Mr. 
Silsbee. The doctor will not, when he 
comes home at night, find her awaiting 
his coming with a cup of hot coffee on the 
stove and a smiling face, with cheering 
words, but the opposif, a dark house, no 
words of cheer nor angel smiles to enliven 
the half-dead manhood; but what grief 
will come over the bereaved husband when 
he finds a dark house and that the mistress 
is lying among the tombs, her eyes closed 
in death. Doctor, you will see dark days 
and gloomy shades, but there is one cheer- 
ing side to this, she is happy. She is 
among the good of all ages. God bless 
her ashes. 

The funeral was largely.attended; people 
present from eight towns. Music by 
Sprague’s band. Sprague is one of the 
best musicians in the country. Orosby of 
Cohocton was the undertaker; his part was 
well acted. Quite a large crowd followed 
the corpse to  Hornellsville cemetery, 
where'there was quite a crowd assembled 
awaiting the coming. Among the crowd 
was the Rev. Mr. "Deems, Drs. Parkhill, 
Smith, and Conderman, E. Page and lady, 
and quite a number of prominent people 
of the city were present. The Rev. Mr. 
Deems pronounced the benediction. Mr. 


— gave his wife the greatest possible. à 


eare, also Burchal, her.daughter. The. 


doctor tenders his heartfelt thanks to| — 


neighbors and attendants at the funeral. 
. Very respectfully, . JOAB. 


— Rochester Democrat and Chřónicle. 
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BOTTLE WITH 
BUFF WRAPPER. 
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EXTRACT 


It will Cure. 


. *The Living Waters. i 
To those who needa medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa J. R. Perry, mgr. 21t18 


WATCHES for trading and speculating, from 
i up; price list free, Safe Watch Co., P.O. 
»x 180, New York. F2t19 


YS CRAND DISCOVERY ! E 


ANTED.—A live man or woman in every. 
county where we have not already secured @ 
representative to sell our “Nevada Silver” 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Spoons to con= 
sumers; asolid metal white as silver; no plate to 
wear off; goods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth that of silver; the chance of a life- 
time ; agents average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales every where, 80 great is the 
demand for our Solid Metaf Goods. Over One Mil- 


lion Dollars’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Addres Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. <», Boston, Mass. 

M CONS d 


Ànà ST O S, all prices, Views illustratin 
ovary SED PUB i "EXHIBITIONS, eto. 

A profitable business for a man with a smal} capital, Alse, 
Home Amusement, 260 NER Catalogue free. 
TER, Mfg, Opticians, 49 Nassau Sta NeYe 


Lanterns for 


McALLIS 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially Prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 

. donald. Paper, 10 cents. ; 

Self-Contradietions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By John E. Remsburg. : Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. , 

Pen-Pietures of the World’s Fair. Tilus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Desigued by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. S, 
Bell. oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 

ua non of Intellectnal, Moral, and Social 
reipsa gor, it atten al 
a 18 e O: 2 O 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL. 
oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 

Ide. to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 


Cloth, 81; paper, 50 cents. 
Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
By Helen 


Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts ani Fishers of Life. e. 

E Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. _ 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethought. y Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists, Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. x 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elopant binding, over one hundred por- 
raits, $5. 


OPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paner. 50 eenta: cloth, 75 cents 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
'" By Rev. G. T. Fox, MLA. 
Príce.15 cents. Address this office. 


lustra 
Woman: 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. DN- 

ted. Price, 25 cents. ` 

Four Centuries of Progress. 

By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800 pp., 81. x 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

ys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Onl 

hinkers' Children’s Story-book ever issued. 

68 full-page illustrations and % smaller; large 
ivpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4o, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


The New 


God, Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and Its 


Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cénts. 
Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
cen: ose epic of the war,rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breez 
first page to last with the living spirit of to- 

day."—[Jobn Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, A Romance. ‘The su- 
thor certainly , has, genius. ‘The divine 
creative pack is within him. The book is 
fill with manly thoughts, expressed in 
manly words—the ransorint o a manly mín 
Every Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne.’” 


—[Ingersoll Price, $1. Pia 
Ingerso and Jesus. A conversation in 
ri 


@ between the Nineteenth Oentury 

del and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 

it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis logend—is shown. c6, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life, A Freethought Ro- 

- mance. Price, 35 cents. y 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 


For all of the AR TRUCE SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette placo, New York. 


THE ROLY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kindof men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, -nd the unmasking is com- 
plote, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing. and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 76 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
in- her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as & black nun, iu the Hotel Diev 
Nunnery, at Montreal Perhaps not any anti 
Catholic book published has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation as thir 
work, To counteract its effects the Catholic: 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “nc 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame" was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer 
Price, paver, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of thi 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns i! 
these religious brothels, ere is no question 
that Ex priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he giver 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
thatif the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounta 
of money now allowed it bv our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricnlar confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional -Un- 
masked.” from, the “ Master Key to Poperv,” 
ete. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty. to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price, paper, 2 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rey Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. vised American edition, showing the 
result in MM d of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price. paper, 1t cents. 

Sister Luey and Her Awful Disclosures 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that ond 
are inimical i chastity, virtue, and dom. 

ceuts. : 
poner THe TRULA SEEKER OO. 
2 Lafayette Piace, New York Ulty, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the Now Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price % cents. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Free- |. 


from | 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issuns oF 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891... ........-- ue. 
Men, Women, and -Gods. 


DIY ME DO 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- * 
Questions. D. 

M CD ESEMNEEREREERDEN 25 
Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck... 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breakin g: Jobn E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Res- 

.. 80N. Robert O. Adams ....... A UP ERE 09 
Strike of a Sex. orge N. Miller............ 95 

y Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- M 

nam........ OEC ERAS Dp 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. 'T. E. Longshore..............- . 50 

A Issues or 1892.—$ 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote........ se 85 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Illusira- i 

Bd ss cee nterecescgesc access cect vsnesess 40 
Was ChristOrnoified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- i 

- OBOP...errGvgaeiieseossso ere e oeisss. 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk. 50 
Pocket Theology. -Voltair 25 
Why Don't.God 

d. cook, 16 
Liberty. 

* alt D 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 85 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A is 
aoe OCtOr......... OFRO 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. ü 
The Holy Bible Abridged......... RON 80 
‘False Claims of the Church. John E. 

Remsburg...... ..... eee gu 10 

Issums or 1898.— $8. 
Thomas. Paine, Vindicated. Col. Robert T 

. mann : " 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. M decree sera 28 
Resurrection of Jesus...,.. Sedicdecaieceess 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 850 

elizion a Ourse; Religion & Disease; Re- 

gion a Lie. 8.P.Putnam............. 85 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE TRUTH BSEEKER................ ‘ate, dB 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
ohn E. Remsburg.......... 60 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fi 

trated. S.P. Putnam..,... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine. » 16 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
P. caste snd Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 

À aS 60 
Giant Delusion. 10 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson : 85 
Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 

ewhall Convent.. 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress 

. Wixon...... ER THEN 10 
Issuxs or 1804.— $8. 

humbsorew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Selt-Contradictions ofthe Bible. W.H.Burr 15 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subsoribers 
ag they appear. , 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year, In ordering please say 
which post is desired. : 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. : 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


Again Reduced. | 


Take Advantage of these Manufactu-" 
rer’s Prices. 
REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen's Size. — 
. Prices: Iu 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jewels, $6 50; 15 jewels, $8; 15 jewels. fully ad- 
justed, 810; 17 jewels, adjusted, $14. In 8 ounce 
coin silver case, #0, $1150, 8, $15, $19. In 4 
ounce, $1 extra. : In 14 kt gold filled, open face, 
21 year case, $14, $15.50, 817, $19. $28. Hunting 
case, $8 extra. In 10 kt, 15 year case, either 
kind, $8 less. 
Ladies Size. 

Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 90 year 
cases, 7 jewels, $18; 11 jewels, $14.60; 15 jewols, 
$19. In 14 kt, solid gold, hunting cases, $93. 
$24.50, $29 


THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchable) hair spring, beautiful, double sunk, 
paneled dial, nickel, gold damascened finish, ad- 


justed to heat and cold and positions. Latest 
Eaerovements and guaranteed a perfect time- 
eeper. 


Genttemen's Size. 


Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case, $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 10 kt., 15 year cases, $8 


ess. 
Ladtes’ Stze. 


Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $80. 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. 

All gold and filled easea made bv best manufac- 
turers ag Boss, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain, 
engine turned, or artistically engraved, 

oods shipped by express, charges prepaid. . 


SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWPLBR. 
Bend for price-lists. ROCHELLE, ILL. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


N 


i vi 


cele, Mental and 
and who are desirous 0: 


ee ion of the Doctor’s 
- mportant medical ery-an Onte 

ward Application a positive cure—the only rem- 

edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of muo 

cess. Address, DR. R. p, FEL 

Say where you saw thissdver, Vineland, N. J- 


a ish to say that I am an out-and-out 
recat bad I trast the Freethinkers of the land 
‘will give me their pate nage and not waste the 
tim and money on Ohristian doctors. Dr. Fel 
tows mac 
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PAINE HOMESTEAD AT NEW ROCHELLE. ae 
i From *'Life of Paine” by permission of Peter Rokler. (Copyrighted, 1892.) | 


POPULAR EDITIONS 
OF 


Thomas Paine's Works. 


INPRO Te Tete 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; cloth. 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM» 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; clo., 756. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
re), By J. E. Remsborg. 
Portrait. ap.,b0c.; clo., 750. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 
Revolution —Pav.,40c.; clo.. 5c. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp.; 
clo. $3; leather, #4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

LIFE OF. By C. Blanchard. 
Pap ,40c.; clo., with portrait, 60c. 

LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Franco, and England, 
and & Sketch by William Gobbett: 
‘The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remeburg. 506. 

LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF, 22x28, $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10e 

POLITICAL WORKS: '*Com- 
mon Sense,” “ Crisis," * Rights of 
Man” 1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. Pap.,400 ; clo.. 750. 

TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100, 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS:‘‘Age 


Reason,” “ Examination of the 


Ce j Prophecies,” eto. with Life of 
ETUDES) Paine and steel portrait, $1.50. 


VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 
Observer. By R G. Ingersoll. 100. 
98 Df v ra tlasa New York. 


CONWAY’S EDITION 
OF 


THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ‘* The Life of Thomas Paine,” ‘‘ Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” ete. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's “ Life of 
Paine" Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies bound in halt leather, gilt 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ‘‘The Writings of Washington," '*'The 
Writings of Jefferson,” etc. Price, per volume, $4. ; A . . 

For the general reader the $3 edition of Paine's works is sufücient,as it contains all of his 
writings upon which his fame substantially rests, Rut for those who desire to go deeper into the 
subject of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly commend the " Life of Paine” by Mr 
Conway, and this edition of Paine's works edited by him It is the fullest that we are likely to have, 
and the student of history, anq partion arly the writer, should have it upon his shelves, 

i The work will consist of four volumes, and will be arranged chronologically. The cause of 
Amerjoa, as Raine said, made him an anthor, and the first volame will cover the period of the 
Americau Revolution, beginning with the year 1774, It will therefore open with Paine's anti- 
rlavery essay, and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the Pennsyloanta Magazine; 
tuese bein Followed by the great revolutionary, political, and controversial pamphlets which made 
such a profound impression on the country. 1 : 

The second volume will consist mainiy of the “ Rights of Man," and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish politics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs. or et r 

The third and fourth volumes will consist mainly of Paine'g religious writings, but will also 
contain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 

iven Paine’s poems. . . 

i ELS volume is now ir Tor felivery, aud the others will allow sore ponder for thie 
"whole ret w Ə taken an ed as the volumes appear, or the volumes urchased sep: 
bed. Address THE IROTA SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


An Obitnary Notice. 


The New York Advertiser of June 9, 
1809, has the following notice: 
** Mr. Thomas Paine,— 


Thy spirit, Independence, let me share. 
—Smollett. 


** With heartfelt sorrow and poignant 
regret we are compelled to announce to 
the world that Mr. Thomas Paine is no 
more. This distinguished philanthropist, 
whose life was devoted to the cause of hu- 
manity, departed this life yesterday morn- 
ing, and if any man’s memory deserved a 
place in the breast of a freeman, it is that 
of the deceased, for 


~ Take him for all in all, 
We ne’er shall look upon his like again. 


‘* The friends of the deceased are invited 
to attend his funeral by 9 o’clock in the 
morning, from his late residence at Green- 
wich, from whence his corpse will be con- 
veyed to New Rochelle for interment. 


His ashes there, 
His fame everywhere.” 
DN SES eS 


An Ineident. 


The following appeal by American citi- 
zens in Paris (1794), in behalf of Paine— 
which is in the shape of a petition for his 
release from prison—to the National Con- 
vention, was found in the national archives 
at Paris: i 

+ Orrızen Leaisnators: The French 
nation, by a unanimous decree, hav in- 
vited one of the most estimable of our 
countrymen to come to France; it is 
Thomas Paine, one of the political founders 
of the independence and republic of Amer- 
ica. A twenty-years’ experience has taught 
America to know and respect his public 
virtues and the inappreciable services he 
has rendered his country. 

**Oonvinced that his quality ofa foreigner 
and ex-deputy is the only cause of his pro- 
visional apprehension, in the name of our 
country (and we trust it will be appre- 
ciated; we apply to you to claim our friend 
and countryman, so that he may be able 
to leave with us for America, where he 
will be received with open arms. 


“As our countryman, and especially as 
a man so dear to Americans as well as to 
you, ardent friends of liberty, we do, in 
the name of that goddess dear to the only 
two republics in the world, entreat you to 
render Thomas Paine to his brothers, and 
to allow us to take him back to his coun- 
try, which is also our own.” 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


4 
Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 


Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Snnday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 250. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best iikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Jnnins, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
gbiections. ta the identification of Paine as 

asca- rice, § cents. 
unius end ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


| Chamber of Deputies. 


JY ews of the Weck. | 


SLIGHT earthquake shocks ware felt 
Illinois and Missouri, on May 24. j 


Junar BUTLER, of Philadelphia, refused 


naturalization papers to a Socialist. - 

Mr. GrapsroNE had a cataract removed 
Hom his eye on May 24. He is doing 
well. ; 


Terence V. Powperry has been sus- 
ponaga from membership in the Kights of 
abor. ; ^ 


Tue Liberal (Briggs) element was de- 
feasted in the Presbyterian General As- 
sembly. 


in 


Tur floods in Pennsylvania last week 
swept away millions of dollars’ worth of 
property. 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL LrrrTLE, of Kansas, 
decided that the Plumbers’ Association is 
& trust, and therefore unlawful. 


J. H. RANDALL, leader of a Coxeyite 
contingent, now stranded in Ohio, is re- 
ported to be dying of pneumonia. 


REPRESENTATIV OATES, Administration 
Democrat, received the nomination of the 
party for the Alabama governorship. 


Tum Breckinridge men are in control of 
the Democratic committee of the Ashland 
district. The primary election will be 
held September 15. 


Pror. Grorez J. Romanus, the eminent 
scientist, died suddenly at Oxford, Eng- 
land, last week. He was born in Kings- 
ton, Canada, May 20, 1848. 


Tur French cabinet of Casimer-Perier 
has resigned, owing to a defeat in the 
a defeat which 
Casimer-Perier seemed to desire. 


Isaac Pitman, the inventor of phonetic 
shorthand. has. been knighted. So has 
George. Williams, fonnder of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. Honors are 
easy, very easy—to get. i 


Kwa Leopotp, of Belgium, has granted 
to England a strip of territory in the Upper 
Congo sand Lake Tanganyika in Africa, 
This connects the British possessions in 
South Africa with those in the northern 
part of the continent. 


On May 25 the shafthouse at the Cripple 
Oreek, Col., mines was blown up by strik- 
ing miners. Several hundred of the min- 
ers are armed with rifles and other fire- 
arms, and the danger of conflict between 


| them and the deputies is imminent." 


A rIaHT occurred at Stickle Hollow, in 
the coke region of Pennsylvania, on May 
24, between the strikers, who were trying to 
force laborers to quit work, and the depu- 
ties. Four strikers were killed and several 
wounded. Three deputies were wounded, 


At present, Comstock, the censor, is 
trying to suppress the sale of ‘* Rabelais,” 
** Decameron,” ‘‘Heptameron,” Ovid's 
** Art of Love," Balzac’s ** Droll Stories,” 
‘Tom Jones,” ‘* Rousseau'’s Confessions,” 
“ A- Thousand and One Nights,” ‘‘ Tales 
from the Arabic,” and ‘‘ Aladdin.” He 
will succeed, undoubtedly. We hav a 
habit of submitting to any imposition. 


THERE are serious labor troubles in the © 
coal districts of Illinois and other Middle 
states. The strikers hav driven out and 
injured workers and destroyed property. 
Troops hav been sent to Centralia and La 
Salle, Ill. Governor Altgeld orders the 
soldiers to suppress riots, keep the peace, 
and enforce the laws, but not to. protect 
private property. Itis generally supposed 
that the enforcement of the laws includes 
the protection of property, but if it does 
not, we need some new definitions. 


Dr. Knox, of Danbury, Conn., writes 
as follows, under date of May 21st: 

Dean Epitor anp Reapers or THE 
TaurH SEEKER: Our city has beet 
visited the past week by a religious cyclone 
in the person of Monsignor Satolli, to 
whom not only his own clique paid hom- 
age and kissed his paw in reverence, but 
all, with but one exception, of the Prot- 
estant sky pilots as well Even C. S. An~ 
drews, our mayor, and many city officials, 
met him (in Salvation Army style) with 
cheap music and bowed heads to bid him 
welcome, and guarantee our beautiful city 
subservient to the church. Reflecting 
upon the above scene, the Christian relig- 
ion presents all the characteristics of an 
illegitimate circus; viz., St. Peter’s Cathe- 
dral in Rome represents the show; Pope 
Leo and Satolli the clowns; the priests the 
wind-bags or solicitors for the side-shows; 
the Protestant clergy, the fakirs and 
bunco sharps to the masses that the other 
manipulators do not fleece, all bartering. 
to the credulous and susceptible public. 
for cash down unknown and intangible. 
treasures in an unknown locality after 
the game was well capped by the mayor 
and others holding city positions dedicated: 
to them by the Pope. 

Respectfully, Lous G. Kxox, M.D, 
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IBRAIN > BIBLE; 
THR OONO: BETWEEN MENTAL SENOR 


AND THEOLOGY. 


By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
with a preface by 


E. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the liter ~ 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and. appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
1t is eloquent as well ag convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 
By A. B. AYBES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Materialism: 


Its History and Its Inflwence 
Upon Society. 


By Dr. Lovis BUOHNER, Author of “Force and 
Matter,” eto. 


Translated from the German. 
Paper, 12mo, 35 cents. 


Bible Temperance. 
————LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and 
Enjoined by the Bible. 


By E. O. WALKER. 10 cents 


Apocryphal New Testament. 
THE GOSPPBLS, 


Eplstles, etc. Attributed to Jesus Christ and hls Apostles, 
and not Included in the Now Testament. 


Price, ~- = = .- $1. 


A FEW DAYS IN ATHENS. 


Embellished with the portrait of Epicurus, the 
Greek philosopher, and the author. 


Price, - - - - - "b cents. 


BIBLE IN INDIA. 


——MHINDOO ORIGIN— 
Of Hebrew and Christian Rev- 
elation. 
By Louis JACOLLIOT. Price, $2, 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible 


144— ~ 


Moral, Theoloyical, Historical, and Speculative 
Propositions. 
NKR, E T ^ - - 15 cents. 
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WHAT THE CLERICAL BIGOTS WOULD DO IF THEY COULD. 


ene 
COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK.| Agents Wanted! |F(R HER DAILY BREAD, 


A COLLECTION OF We believe that not only can good be done but A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


ORIGINAL AND SELE CTED HYMNS | cur book" Old Testament Stories Comiesny Us Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL. 


lustrated.” Infact we know one man who worked 
at it bus s few bows The pri Mud oe Drac " 
: P opies in a mon: e price ; every i 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools body ows the Old Testament stories, and gins anda Daily Brea d is the story ot oro fone 
and the Home. nearly everybody would like a book applying | fess, with a littl money, fair education, and 
: e 
a 


—Wi i i pus People lixe to laugh. Reverence also 
With Music Written to All the Songs Testament, Aen C ose disappeared: and the heroine. pahe narrative is jn the main, : his- 
MPIL . K. okes & A tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in. 
Price. MEG zd Los ARIS BR tor, su and Samson and David, and the other wor- oity of Ohicago E Ong bluff business-men, kind- 
RM HC UM ER thics of unsavory reputation, are keenly appre- | hearted folks. and disreputable hypocrits. It is 

FILE BINDERS. | Jii pema to ts bat io tr wil ae at | Hak gagh tore Sa torbe fats in od 
. 1 h - on rs i : 
. employment will find this a good way to make an Pihatevor he ni en and appreciates is sure to 
Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH honest dollar. be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
SzuxER need a File Binder, which we willsend on | Terms to Agents Sent on Applications | Price, 26 cents, Address. RUTH B 
geoeipt of one dollar. ` Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. THE EEKER. 


FRENCH. REVOLUTION, 


Iis Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cts. 


Paine Vindicated 


Reply to New York Jbserver. 
By R.G. INGERSOLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit fur family reading. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 60 cents. 


354 THE TRUTH SEEKER. JUNE 9, 1894. 


the Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Pres 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought.) 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought, Boos 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human-Race: 


It will reveal Freethought as an Intelleetual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History. 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the T: Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. . 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 


more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to- day-—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
' Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won müst be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future.. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnific nt Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMAN CIPATION 


frcm the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freéthought as a Universal Pivar as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. ` 
THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 


and Baana. and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. ` 
@ The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: NR y 


Philo ophy. Science. , Education and Literature. ' Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Npinoza. Galileo. Bacon, . | Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius, Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon, Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison, Frances Wright. 

‘Hume. Newton. Froebel, Shakspere. George Eliot. lution, Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 

Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose.. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton, | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni, Lincoln. . argaret Fuller. 

' Qomte. Tyndall. Holyoake. ' Byron. . Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whit-nan, Mil — Warren. . Susan B. Anthony... 
Feuer bach. Girard . Tcherny- Ingersoll. | | Garabaldi. Petrotsky. . Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. f Helen H. Gardener. 


Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS. OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 
The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to-organized Freethought ind the Liberal 
Press in modern times. 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker; Agnostic Journal, ete. 
It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state aid 
` local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British, Secular Union, and other Liberal associations ' 


Ta 


throughout the world. 
It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have béen identified with Free- 


thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and: those who, as representative. men, have won: dis- 
tinetion in other flelds of effort. There will be the portraits of : 


George E Macdonald, | Capt. R. O. Adams, 
E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Frauklin Steiner, 


Susan H. "Wixon, 

Mrs. Oharles Watts, n 

Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
. Mrs. M. A. Freeman, . 

Katie Kehm Smith, 


‘Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
. ‘Prof. J. H. Cook, 
. E. H. Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Horace Seaver, 

T. P. Mendum, 

' D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


T. O. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. ‘Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey 6f. history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. . 

"Ihe name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ON CE. 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It will be elegantly bound. It will be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 

_your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public. and no Freethinker 

ean afford to be without it. It isa library in itself ^^ dA 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 Lafayette place, Now York. TI 


hout ihe Qivilized World for i | 


The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular dia CARTS, Maga . 


HOW TO GE 3 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
‘OF FREETHOUGHT 


SPEC IAL OFFER. 


We: ‘have made arrangementa. with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we ‘are’ :6nabled 
to make our friends a most: generous 
offer. E 

We need more. subgoriber to Tar 


| Taura Szzxer, and every Freethinker 


needs “Four Hundred Years.of: Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to: pay $5 
for it, but everyone -can -do: a. little 
work to obtain a. copy — congenial 
work, that. will. do „great. . peed all 
around. This is the offer +- 

. Send us Four NeW 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12: in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 


JFREE THOUGHT,” 


FREE OF CHARGES. 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 


.| will -offer 


Tò the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, -~ 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
ay WATSON | HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF. ITS KIND. EVER 
CONCEIVED. « 


ps if preferred, & copy. cloth- bound of 


Wi S. BELLS : 
Handbook’ of. Freethought. 


. With.these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to.be-no. difficulty 
in getting hundreds. x ‘lube: of sub- 


| scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter: “Up: " The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF  FREETHOUGNT, 
free. 


To each New Subscriber: h m dub, à pre- 


mium of a Dollar Book—elther ““Old:Testament 


Stories Comically Ilustrated,” or:W;-S, Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in aa free 


| by post. or express, 


This really brings the price: ‘of the 
paper down to $2 to each -new sub- 


-scriber, as they get Tux Troura: ‘SEEKER 


one year and a dollar book for $3. 
` A Club of Four New:Sub- 
seribers and $12 ($3 only 


from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in. 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist... 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon.as the 
book is issued. ` ` 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed. 
will have their names en 
rolled in its shining- pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, — 
| NEW YORK... © 


TUA 


ht 


j 


AG e ‘Editor and ‘Manager. 
E S LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


N SUBSCRIPTION BATES: 


oğ: j 
Any? /nuitüibér à over ‘five: at iios samo inia, eria with Ri 
remittance. ee ; ui 


Money should be sent by express company's money order: 


postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-oftce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Biss 
forage tis aan ae A 

p SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers it they will send ns the name and address of 
Any. Fiéothinker 3 who i is nbta regular subscriber. 
AL : 


- SOME. HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


Ufo indüce new subscriptions and prompt. 1enew- 
als. .on: the part of our.friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: ` 


.For $6.50 we will send Taz Tryras Surre one 
yoar ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s « Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought " ($5). By. taking advantage 
of this or our: Free offer of the. book (see opposit 
page) there is" no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 

„For $6 we will send Tas ‘Trura Szxxzn one 
year: : ($3) and ‘‘Paine’s Great. Works Complete" 
($3 
plétüre of: Paine, of the statue proposed to be 


Rochelle. © 


l Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


a For $4, 50 we will send Tux TRUTH Surxen one 
yeari($3) and ‘James B. Alexander’s “ Dynamic The-: 
($2.75). "Thisis a splendid offer, for every one: 
It has: over a thousand large: 

pages snd' more: ‘than four hundred illustrations. 
1 is & digest of Science, and ‘no ‘one who studies 
it can .help but be‘ well-informed in all. a di 


ory: ¢ 
wants: this: book.: 


matters. 

“For $4.50 we will sond Tue TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The -Freothinker's. Pictorial Text- 
Book ? in cloth ($2.50). 


in boards ($2).: 
. For $4 we will send Tae TauTm SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
aly Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). .— 

+ For $3.50 we will send Taz : Truru SEEKER one 
‘year ($3) and “Old Testament: Stories Comically 
akeen in board covers ($1). 

* Phis-is a- splendid opportunity to obtain books 
“Which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
tingly. low price. ola and new subsoribers. can 
‘avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
‘Prosent réaders will call the attention of their’ 
‘friends to the values offered. l 


This edition of Paine’s works ` contains a: 


cted in. Chicago, and of his monument in New: 


‘| the kind. 


| 


How Much Liberty Would They Leave Us? 
President Scovel, a leading advocate of theocracy, 


jin a long, carefully prepared and revised address on 


the Christian amendment, makes this observation: 
“The amendment will just provide ‘for that limite 


| tion of liberty of conscience which lies ‘ini the neces- 
_..| sity of the ‘case and: ig: accepted: by every civilized 

E JUNE 9 TA aE 
~ | obligation which Christians feel themselvs under to 


nation under the sun.” The “necessity ” of what 
What is meant by this other‘ than the 


compel a political recognition of their dogmas? 


This is what President Scovel means and this is the 
| intent of the ‘proposed amendment, of all: Sunday 


laws, of the modern Protestant movement for the 
inculcation of'religious tenets in the. ‘schools, etc., 
etc. Here is an admission that the liberty of con- 
sciences. is to be denied, to the extent that is neces- 
sary to the enthronement of the Christian priest- 
hood: 

The .theocrats Slatin. the right to insist on 
this limitation because, as they assert, we who'&re 
nativ born and all those who comé among us hav 
well known all along that our nation and our social 
life are Ohristian by tradition, custom, and inherit- 
ance, Spite of the constitutional guarantee of relig- 
ious freedom and equality before the law. Because 
we hav known this, as is asserted, we hav no 
right to complain when logical Ohristians seek 
to make our Constitution harmonize with our 
traditions and our inherited customs. It is 
conveniently forgotten that progress is the 
watchword of thinking people, and that the 
hope and the effort of such hav been, not to nul- 
lify the nobler principles of the Oonstitution in 
order to make that instrument harmonize with the 
exclusiv, persecuting spirit and habits of our an- 
cestors, but, rather, to outgrow the old limitations, 
to develop in our citizens a more exalted purpose that 


j will lead to a juster practice and gradually bring 


our statutes and our customs into harmony with 
the Constitution. It is forgotten that those who 
hav, come to our shoró& for greater liberty of con- 
science hav been guided hither not by the violations 
of the sublime spirit of freedom, not by the perse- 


5 | cution to which some dissenters hav. been subjected, 
‘i For $5 we will send Tax "TavrR Suxxen. one’ 


yonr ($3) and.“ The World's: Sages; Thinkers, and: ne 
| and is a free country, so'far, at least, as the profes- 


bút by the positiv promises and guarantees of the fun- 
damental law &nd the general report that this was 


sions and practice of religion are concerned. Dr. 
McAllister made: the same disingenuous plea in 
regard to the Jews, saying that they could not and 
would not oppose the amendment because they had 
come to America knowing that they would find here 
the Christian liberty for which the theocrats are so 
‘anxious to secure the protection of the Constitu- 
tion. Of course they came here for nothing of 
In so far as they were induced to 
come by considerations having relation to re- 


:} ligion they hav made their homes among us be- 


-Por $ 4 we will send Tne Teora Serer one year’ cause they desired freedom of conscience, not 


G3) and “The Freethinker's | Pictorial Test Bom) 


because they sought “Christian liberty,” for ‘that 
is something not at all desirable, being only |i 
a misleading synonym for theological despotism. 
"The Christian liberty fathered by the theocrats is 
fundamentally and irreconcilably antagonistic to 
those principles of religious liberty and equality 
which are sanctioned by the Constitution and known 
to the world as the best and most distinctiv heritage 
we received from thee Revolutionists. . Since Dr. 
McAllister made his sophistical argument before 
the House Committee he has been emphatically 
contradicted and answered by the representativs of 
the Jews, and he has received fully as positiv a 
reply from the German Lutherans. Generally 
speaking, the immigrants from Europe did not 


j^ LAFAYETTE PL. $3.00 Per Year. 


overthrow the secular republic and put a Cove- 
nanter theocracy in its place. ' 
Dr. Scovel avers that those who antagonize 


“s Christian morals” knew long ago that these “ are 


in our origin, in our laws, in our practice and our 
practices,” and hence must not be lightly touched. 
Of course we all know now what the phrase * Chris- 
tian morals" means, and we do not break out into 
a cold sweat of apprehension and fear when we are 
accused of being not over friendly to that sort of 
“morals.” Frankly, we must say that “Christian 
morals” are archaic, cruel, unscientific, and absurd. 
What the race has evolved in its slow and painful 
march up. from the prehistoric past is for us to 
study and to add to by our experience, but it is not 
honest to throw in with this ethical code what is 
called * Christian morals" and label the whole with 
the name of the infinitesimal part. “Christian 
morals" had their origin in the brains of theologi- 
&ns and anti-naturalists and are to-day defended by 
ecclesiastics whose craft depends upon the contin- 
ued duping of the people. Sunday laws are a fair 
expression of what are called Christian morals, but 
their only relations to real morality are those of 
contrast and deadly antagonism. President Beovel 
says: 

'* We affirm that in this amendment not an ounce of 
pressure will be added to the conscience of any soul of all 
our millions. They who hay entered or they who are 
home-born hav accepted the condition of things which 
exists, The individual conscience in conflict with the 
public morality will always be treated with consideration, 
and no positiv act will be. required contravening that 
private conviction if it can possibly be avoided in the 
process of expressing the positiv Christian character of 
the nation. To that expression the nation, the creature 
of God, is bound by highest conceivable obligation.” 

In other terms: There will be no more persecu- 
tion than will be necessary! The Christians are 
bound to get into the saddle and to stay there, but 
they do not care to ride over the unfortunate heretics 
in a reckless fashion. That might inconvenience 
themselvs. They will not constrain conscience except 
in so far as it has to be done in order to compel every- 
body to conform outwardly to the dominant theol- 
ogy. That is all It is not very much. A mere 
trifle, in fact. But Rome never did any more. Cal- 
vin did not go beyond that. Neither did the 
English Protestants when they were engaged in 
the business of hanging and burning Catholics. 
That is all the Puritans did when they tied naked 
Quaker men and women to the tails of carts and 
whipped them through Massachusetts villages. They 
were not ambitious of accomplishing anything more 
serious than the suppression of free speech and 
liberty of worship when they banished Mary Hutch- 
inson and Roger Williams. None of those de- 
lightful and highly moral people, the persecutors 
for opinion’s sake, hav wanted much—just the 
privilege of having their own way and of forcing 
all the rest of the world to coincide with them. 
They are very agreeable folks to know when they 
are in & hopeless minority and cannot hay the least 
customs outside of their own pale. Then they con- 
tribute somewhat to the hilarity of the nations, as a 
rattlesnake or tiger, when safely caged, givs pleas- 
ure to the youthful visitors at the show. But 
when these rabid creedists are in a majority, as in 
the days of the witch-burners, or when, as at pres- 
ent, although apparently in the minority, they yet 
possess great influence and secure the obsequious 
attention of legislators, they are more to be dreaded, 
than the reptile in his burrow or the wild beast in 
the jungle. 

We are told that we hav “accepted the condition 
of things which exists.” This is not true, so far as 


come to the United States to. help nativ traitors |a very intelligent minority are concerned. What is 
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more, we are determined not to accept it at any 
time nor to any extent. We hay to submit to cer- 
tain disagreeable and outrageous conditions and 
rules, but submission under protest is not accept- 
ance. Even if we had accepted, through ignorance, 
we hav not alienated our right to withdraw that 
nominal acceptance and demand a new and fair 
deal, now that our eyes are open to the abomina- 
tion. Of course this is the situation with many, 
and their numbers grow larger each day. 

President Scovel's declaration that the “ individ- 
ual conscience in conflict with the public morality” 
(i. e, with the church dogmas which the theocrats 
claim constitute, in some unexplainable way, “the 
public morality”) “will always be treated with con- 
sideration,” is a curious illustration of the workings 
of the clerical mind. Asa matter of history, the 
conscience of the dissenter has always been treated 
by such men as President Scovel with the “ con- 
sideration ” which the ruling civilization of the time 
compelled them to accord to it—not one particle 
more. The “consideration” which the Adventists 
receive in Tennessee, Maryland, and Arkansas is 
expressed in the concrete forms of fines, jails, and 
chain-gangs. Just now it is President Scovel’s cue 
to talk very softly, because he wants more power 
for his party, but he cannot get enough velvet into 
his mouth nor sufficient honey upon his lips to dull 
to the ear of the Freethinker the occasional snap 
and grind of the hard, strong teeth that are so 
eager to tear and devour the flesh of all who do not 
bend the knee and bow the head in adoration before 
the altar of the Baal of divine rule. The liberty 
which this man and those for whom he speaks will 
not take from us is the liberty they cannot take, just 
as the burglar leaves the safe or the kitchen range. 
No history-enlightened rationalist will trust any- 
thing to their magnanimity. 

As our readers hay no doubt observed, the orders 
for “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” con- 
tinue to come in, and the West is still in the lead. 
The procrastination of our printers and artists has 
slightly extended the duration of the “eleventh 
hour,” and so there is yet a little time before the 
last form, which will contain the names of subscrib- 
ers, goes to press. Our offer of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” and Tue Trourn SEEKER 
for a year, for $6.50 holds good to the last minute. 
Be sure to send corrections if we do not print your 
name right. 


Is Presbyterianism becoming more conservativ? 
In the General Assembly last year Professor Briggs 
was suspended by a vote of 376 to 116; this year 
Dr. Smith is overborne by a vote of 396 to 101. 
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This issue of the Truru Sxexer is copyrighted, 
including the Paine memorial addresses and the illus- 
trations. All concerned will please bear this fact in 
mind. 


8S, P, Putnam’s Lecture Appointments. 
Mount Pleasant, Mich., June 16-20. 
Adamsville, Mich., June 22-24, 
Nevinsville, Ta., June 26-July 7. 
Sidnaw, Mich., July 9-15. 
Drummond, Mich., July 17-24. 

All those who are in the vicinity of these places or on 
the line of travel to these places from New York and 
Chicago will please write at once, care of Truth Seeker, 
New York, After these dates are finished Mr. Putnam 
will go West, lecturing at Whitehall and Neillsville, Wis. 
Crookstown, Minn., Fargo and Hoople N. Dak., anc 
thence to Ft. Maginnis, Mont., and thence to Davenport, 
Wash. and vicinity. Those who want lectures in Minne- 
sota, North Dakota, Montana and Washington write at 
once. 
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Tue First Secular Church of Portland will giv its 
annual excursion Sunday, June 24th, from Portland, 
through the Oregon City locks, to Castle Kehm, and 
thence to New Era, where the future camp-ground of the 
Oregon State Secular Union is situated. On this day, 
Mr. and Mrs. David Wittenberg will present to the 
Oregon State Secular Union a deed for ten acres of land 
to be known as the Oregon Secular Park. One of the 
finest steamers on the Willamette will be chartered, and 
there will be music and dancing and amusements of all 
kinds, Addresses will be made by President W. W. 
Jessee of the Oregon State Secular Union; Thomas R., 
Kemp, president of the Portland Secular Church; Mrs, 
A, E. Barker, of the Forest Grove Union; Henry Addis, 
of the Panier Union; Nettie A. Olds, superintendent of 
the Portland Secular Church; D. W. Smith, and other 
members of the executiv committee, and of the Secular 
Union. At ihis time the Union will also consider the 
proposition of Mr. and Mrs. Wittenburg to donate addi- 
tional land for a Secular college. Watch the liberal 
papers for full program. Kare Kenw SurrH, 

Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 
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‘© On behalf of the Brooklyn Philosophical Association, I giv you all a cordial welcome.” 


IN MEMORY OF PAINE. 


Impressive Decoration Day Services at 
New Rochelle. 


INGERSOLL’S TRIBUTE TD THE AUTHOR. HERO 


Freethinkers of New York and Vicinity Gather 
About the Monument of the Great V* orld- 
Patriot and Listen to the Orators of the Day 


No doubt the ministers, who are in the counsel 
of “ divine providence,” can explain why it was that, 
although it had been raining most of the time for 
considerably more than a week, and although the 
weather was threatening and ominous al day on 
Wednesday, May 30th, it was just short of b ing 
sufficiently so to deter the people from coming out, 
and the rain held off until the Paine commemorativ 
exercises at New Rochelle were completed accord- 
ing to program, and the hundreds of men and 
women who had participated in honoring the mem- 
ory of the world’s patriot and sage had all reached 
their respectiv homes in safety. It was a delightful 
day for an outing; the temperature was the happy 
medium between the chilliness of spring and the 
sweltering heat of summer. There was exactly the 
right kind of a breeze; the skies were lightly 
clouded; no annoying insects obtruded themselvs; 
daisies and buttercups spangled meadow, pasture- 
land, and roadside with white and gold; the tulip- 
trees shook their bells of bloom, while the rich per- 
fume of the locust sweetly scented the air of May. 
Of course all this was nature’s unconscious work, 
and not even the most zealous preacher will be able 
to find in the event the slightest trace of anything 
* providential." 

At 12.30 r m. a train of eight coaches pulled out of 
the Grand Central Depot, over the tracks of the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Railway, carrying 
about four hundred very much alive Brooklyn’ 
and New York Frecthinkers, including quite a 
number from other points in this state and in New 
Jersey and Connecticut. At the monument these 
were joined by several hundred from New Rochelle 
and vicinity, making a total attendance of probably 
not less than seven hundred. 

A Liberal did not need to feel alone in that crowd; 
all about him he could see happy-faced, intelligent 
men and women wearing neat badges of blue, bear- 
ing the legend: “Thomas Paine Memorial at New 
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it was a sufficient introduction, and was the means 
of making many sterling Liberals acquainted with 
each other. Freethinkers particularly need to cul- 
tivate sociability. The now most potent force oper-, 
ating to perpetuate the power of the churches is the 
social union of those organizations. It is our work 
to supplant the old with the new, and to do this 
most readily and effectually, we must, after we hay 
accomplished the intellectual emancipation of the 
adherents of the churches, make them feel at home 
amongus. Such celebrations as this at New Rochelle 
are most effectiv aids in this direction. 

Among the Liberals present were Colonel and Mrs. 
Ingersoll, Miss Maud Ingersoll, Thaddeus B. and 
Miss Wakeman, S. P. Putnam, Henry Rowley, N. F. 
Griswold, Meriden, Conn.; Capt. Silas Latham, Dr. 
E. B. Foote, Sr., and Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Dr. C. 8. 
Weeks, Jesse Clark, Dr. Wright, Robert Wade, 
Troy, N. Y; Mrs. Eliza B. Burnz, Mrs. C. M. Tre- 
gear, Miss S. Levin, Thos. Duntze, secretary of the 
Association, Moses Goldsmith, Henry Nichols, E. 
C. Walker, Capt. George W. Loyd, Geo. E. and Mrs. 
Grace L. Macdonald, Mrs. M. Smith, of Newark, 
N. J.; Mrs. Beckwith, Dr. C. L. Andrews, Wilson 
MeDonald, Robert H. Barry, Peter Eckler, Chan- 
ning and Mrs. A. T. Burnz, Wm. Hauenstein, Paul S. 
Tucker, Mr. Lovell, of Newark; Paul Fisher, W. B. 
DuBois, and W. V. Winham. A jovial party came 
with Dexter K. Cole on his steamer ‘“ Mystery." 
Among these gentlemen were G. W. Call, John 
Scott, Nelson L. Pidgeon, and Edward E. Sammis. 
Perhaps the happiest of those on the ground was 
Capt. Geo. Loyd, who bears the weight of ninety- 
two years as though it were but a feather. He was 
very much in evidence and always aptly so. Miss 
Levin took a large number of views of the monu- 
ment, the platform when occupied by the different 
speakers, the assemblage, and the old homestead. 
It is fortunate that she will giv our readers an op- 
portunity to procure some excellent pictures of the 
monument, the groups of notables, and the farm- 
house. 

Across the White Plains and New Rochelle road 
was hung a banner, bearing, in large white letters, 
the word “ Welcome.” The monument was fes- 
tooned with flowers of all hues, and at its base was 
heaped a mass of wreaths and bouquets. 

The platform was erected beside a small building 
standing in the lane that leads to the Paine house 
on the hill to the north, the audience occupying the 
space between the monument and the speaker's 
stand. The latter was ornamented with the stars 
and stripes and appropriate mottoes. At the back 
of the stand was delineated the sublime sentiment 
of Thomas Paine, “Spare the Man, but Kil 
the Monarchy.” The good taste and appropriate- 
ness of the arrangements were the subjects of uni- 
versal commendation. True to its traditions and 
purpose, the Brooklyn Philosophical Association 
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COLONEL INGERSOLL CAUSES A SMILE. 


** Sometimes I think that a lie is the healthiest thing that was ever born into the world." 


on May 30th, 1894, was no exception to the rule. 
Every Freethinker in the United States and in the 
world at large has an immediate and perpetual 
interest in such celebrations as this, so well con- 
ceived and so admirably consummated. They are 
pleasurable in anticipation, delightful in participa- 
tion, and of great and lasting benefit. When the 
people cease to believe the falsehoods about Thomas 
Paine, which the clergy hay been industriously 
circulating for nearly one hundred years, they will 
also cease to believe a good many other stories 
that they hav heretofore accepted unquestioningly. 

Henry Rowley, president of the Brooklyn Philo- 
sophical Association, presided. After the meeting 
had come to order, under the influence of a cornet 
solo, he welcomed the people in the name of the 
Association, and made the introductory remarks 
which follow: 


LADIES AND GxwTLEMEN: It is delightful to behold 
such a splendid gathering as this, and on behalf of 
the Brooklyn | hilosophical Association I giv you 
all a cordial welcome. 

About twelve months ago a few enthusiastic Lib- 
erals made a pilgrimage to this spot, and it occurred 
to them, as it has no doubt to thousands of others, 
that the man in whose brain the idea of American 
independence first took definit shape, and whose 
pen was the first to write those glorious words, the 
Free and Independent States of America; that the 
man who has aroused the slumbering sense of men- 
tal liberty in the minds of millions of men and wo- 
men, should not be forgotten, but rather that his 
name should be perpetuated throughout the ages 
as the symbol of pure and ardent patriotism. 

While it did not appear practicable to undertake 
the erection of a large and fitting monument—of 
which there should be hundreds—yet there was no 
reason why the simple memorial stone should re- 
main dilapidated and uneared for None of this 
little group of pilgrims was overburdened with 
worldly riches, but one of them, Mr. Barry—who, I 
am glad to say, is with us to-day—said: “If the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association will undertake 
the work of organizing a suitable demonstration, I 
will guarantee to pay the entire cost of renovating 


and beautifying Paine’s monument at New Ro- | 


chelle.” Do I not express your unanimous opinion 
when I say that such an offer did credit to the 
mind and heart of Mr. Barry? Our association 
enthusiastically indorsed the proposal, and we are 
here to-day to consummate the work and to publicly 
pay respect to the character and worth of the Author- 
hero of the American Revolution— Thomas Paine. 


It would be difficult to find in the annals of his- 


| knowledge of facts enormous. Economical of words 


tory any man whose character has been so persist-, but prodigal of thoughts, he wrote to convince, 


ently vilified as that of Thomas Paine. He has 
been represented as being ignorant, drunken, and 
blasphemous, that he was an activ and vigilant 
agent of the devil with a remarkable power for rush- 
ing the weak and innocent to bottomless perdition. 
There is not the faintest shadow of truth in any of 
these charges, and any man—whether he be poli- 
tician or priest—who repeats them is a vender of 
lies. There is no longer any excuse for ignorance 
regarding Paine’s life, character and work. Mr. 
Conway’s Life tells the plain and simple story sup- 
ported by the most irrefragable evidence. 

Instead of an ignorant man he was a wise one; 
instead of a drunken man he was sober, modest, 
and virtuous; instead of a blasphemer he was a 
patient searcher of truth, an implacable foe of polit- 
ical shams and priestly intolerance. 

Paine's real, activ life began when he arrived in 
this country in his thirty-seventh year. This was 
about nineteen months previous to the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence. His activ mind 
quickly grasped the situation and he enthusiasti- 
cally entered into the American cause. The state of 
the publie mind may be gathered from a remark 
made by Benjamin Franklin, when he said in Lon- 
don, as late as 1775, that he had never heard any 
man in America, either drunk or sober, declare for 
separation. Why this sudden and radical change 
in publie sentiment? Why, * Common Sense " had 
appeared. Its effect was magical —phenomenal—as 
unexpected asa star in the heavens at noonday. 
The thinking, progressiv colonists were converted. 
A riot became a revolution. The words of “ Com- 
mon Sense" burned themselvs into the brain of 
the people. They ceased to be subjects of a king 
and became citizens of a free Republic. Some of 
the passages in this little pamphlet are marvels of 
expression. Never had such simple words been 
used in so mighty an argument. Take as samples: 
* Monarchy and succession hay laid the world in 
blood and ashes." ‘ Of more worth is one honest 
man to society and in the sight of God than all the 
crowned ruffians that ever lived." 

Paine's labor did not cease with the writing of & 
popular pamphlet. Indeed, it only began then. 
He had given a new direction to affairs, and he was 
not the man to abandon a half-won cause. He con- 
tinued to be the genius and spirit of a struggling 
nationality. It is to be remarked that the most re- 
markable characteristic of Paine was the trustiness 
of his word and the promptitude of his acts. His 


powers of concentration were immense and his | 


not to please. He called things by their right 
names, and brought the truth to daylight. 

Hay you ever contemplated the situation of the 
American army at Trenton? I know of nothing 
more tragic, nothing so momentous. Distressed 
and famished soldiers, with a disheartened general 
to lead them. Amid the snows of winter and 
under the crushing influence of despair. Paine 
was with them, but did not share their gloom. He 
wrote the first number of the “ Crisis,” and around 
the camp-fire the men gather to hear if read. What 
a scene for the artist's canvas! What a theme for the 
poet's genius! The first sentence was thrilling and 
sounded the note of victory. ‘These are the times 
that try men’s souls.” “ Tyranny, like hell, is not 
easily conquered." You know the rest. Is it not, 
friends, a glorious thing to be engaged this day in 
doing honor to the man who achieved such victories 
for humanity? 

Paine’s life may be divided, for convenient study, 
into two parts. In the first part he produced 
* Common Sense” and the * Crisis," American in 
their subject and application. In the second part 
he produced the “ Rights of Man” and the “ Age of 
Reason," both of them universal in their subject 
and application. 

The “Rights of Man" not only crushed the argu- 
ments of the great political philosopher, Edmund 
Burke, but it sowed the seed of political freedom 
throughout the civilized world. The “Age of 
Reason” was a glorious climax. Without it 
Paine’s work would hay been incomplete. He would 
hay neither political nor religious tyranny. He stood 
alone in the integrity of his own manhood. He 
wanted men to be free indeed, with wide intellect- 
ual horizons and sympathetic hearts. They cannot 
so long as they are bound to king, priest, creed, 
and Bible. If this were an experience meeting I 
might ask all those who hav not read the “Age of 
Reason" to hold up the right hand. If there should 
be any I would say, “ Go, friend, buy a copy, study 
its pages, and you will be born again." Paine 
stood, in his day, where Dr. Briggs stands to-day. 
The only men in the church worth attention are 
the heretics. To be tried for heresy is to be im- 
mortalized. Paine was just a hundred years older 
than Briggs. 

By the side of this simple monument let us re- 
consecrate ourselvs to the cause of human brother- 
hood and to the dissemination of those glorious 
principles of mental liberty to which Thomas Paine 
devoted his life. 
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At the conclusion of his address, Mr. Rowley read 
George E. Macdonald’s poeni, * Paine; the Knight- 
Errant of Freedom,” which appeared on the first page 
of our Parne Memon Nomper. Mr. Rowley has an 
excellent voice, and he did justice to the poem and 

` to himself. Next came S. P. Putnam, who read his 
poem, “Freethought and Paine,” which also adorned 
the Mzmor1at Numser. The audience gave “The 
Pilgrim" hearty greeting and frequent and warm 
applause, as it had the president. It is clear that 
they are both favorits with the Freethinkers of this 
. part of the country. 

When Colonel Ingersoll was announced and ad- 
vanced to the front of the platform he was wel- 
comed rapturously, the applause breaking out 
again and again. Throughout the delivery of his 

. address the enthusiastic audience cheered him to 
`. the echo and at its conclusion he retired in a storm 
of acclamations. Here is his oration in full: 


Lanes anp Genrtemen: More than one hundred 
years ago, in the year 1774, Thomas Paine, then a 
young man of thirty-seven or eight, came to our 

‘shores. He was an Englishman; and while I re- 
member the history of that land—the brutalities, the 
‘savagery of that people—while I remember their 
crowned idiots and their robed hypocrites—while I 
remember all that is bad and all that is great and 
glorious, I say here to-day that better blood than 
: the English blood never coursed in human veins. 
He came here, his life up to that time having been, 
to all appearances, an unbroken and unadulterated 
failure. 

He was born among the poor, and, so far as:I 
. know, his parents never thought nor did anything 
notable. He had, so far as we know, but little edu- 
eation, but & vast deal, as it turned out, of informa- 
tion. He had great capacity, & great: brain, and he 
knew a marvelous. number of facts, of things. He 
had lived close to the breast of nature and during 
all the years of failure in England he was a thinker, 
and he commenced at the bedrock. He was not 
dazed: by glitter, by show, by custom, by genius; 
nothing deceived him. He saw through all the 
glorified fog; he saw things as they were, and he 
came here just as people were beginning to think 
about forming a nation. - 

He had nothing to recommend him in the worl 
except a letter of introduction. signed by a very 
‘great Infidel—so great, that when I think of him I 
feel as though he was kindred of the mountains, as 
though he were related to the constancy of the 
stars, one of the greatest, one of the serenest of 
men, Benjamin Franklin. He was another man 
who saw to the bedrock, and who was not deceived: 
by prophets, who was not deceived by bloody and 
ignorant and savage revelation from a monster God. 

That is all he had, that letter of introduction, and 
showing that in the city of Philadelphia, after teach- 
ing school a little while, he was employed to write 
on a magazine, the Pennsylvania Magazine, and I 

' want to show you now that the man’s mind was 
filled with great subjects about which he had great 
thoughts, and the first article was one against 
. negro slavery, prophesying the trouble it would 
bring, the blood it would shed upon American soil. 
Another article was against the infamous practice 
of dueling, of which Sidney Smith said it was a 
civilized institution among savages and a savage in- 
stitution among civilized men. The next, an article 
on the rights of woman, on marriage and divorce, 
on the infinite brutality of compelling a woman to 
live with a man she loathed, abhorred, and despised. 
The next, on international arbitration, to do away 
with war. The next, on the treatment of criminals 
in prisons, showing that humanity should never be 
forgotten by the state. I am simply telling you a 
few of the things in this man’s mind; even then 
writing upon international copyright, a thing that 
was achieved only a year or two ago. 

In a little while his attention was turned to the 
politics of the thirteen colonies, and as we are now 
standing by the monument of Paine, we might as 
well tell the truth. 

A majority of the colonists were not in favor of 
independence, and they never were, never. There 
was not one day from the battle of Lexington to the 


surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown when more. 


than one-third of the colonists were in favor of 
founding a new nation. Let us tell the truth about 
them; the country was full of Tories, but the one- 
third, thoroughly organized, in each one’s heart a 
flame and in each one’s brain a star, they accom- 
plished, in spite of their false brethren and in spite 
of the power of England, the great work and founded 
the Republic. But when Paine arrived nobody was 
in favor of independence. He fired the first gun. 
He asked the question, “Is it to the boy's interest 


- to remain a boy all his life? .Is.it to our.interest to. 


.. be.eternally colonists or to become a nation?” 


That man, without an education so-called, had: 


‘least the rights of white men, he went to England, 
and ina few years produced his “ Rights of Man," |. 


‘British Constitution; but at that time the British 


the finest use of the English language of any man of 
his time. He was the best intellectual marksman 
then alive. He hit the center. He used plain, 
simple, common, forcible English that had ligament 
and nerve, and he wrote sentences that throbbed as 
though they had hearts, lines that are alive, and he 
touched the common sense of mankind; and I say 
to-day that he did more to establish this Republic 
than any other man that ever stood on the soil of 
this continent; and when I say that I remember 
Franklin, and I remember that other great Infidel, 
Thomas Jefterson; I remember George Washing- 
ton; and yet, remembering those names, I say 
that we are more indebted to-day for the liberty 
we enjoy to Thomas Paine than to any other man 
that ever stood upon this continent; and let me tell 
you, he did more for liberty than all the ministers 
alive in 1776; he was a greater power than all the 
‘pulpits combined in the direction of right. i 
That man was the first to write the words “ The 
United States of America; ” that man was the orig- 
inator of the. Bank of the United States. That man. 
was the first to suggest a constitution, & greater 
-bond of union than the old Articles of. Confedera- 
tion. f i 
I want you to: know something about him. He 
was a thinker, and he had the courage of his 
thoughts; and no man spoke braver, clearer than 
he for everything just, charitable, honest, free and 
good. Never in his whole life did he utter a word 
against anything that is good, never, not one; and 
no man stood higher. when the Revolutionary war 
closed than Thomas Paine. 
"Having done what he wished here, having suc- 
ceeded in forming one government recognizing at 


which was an effort to remodel and reform the 


were savages; patriotism was treason; good sense 
was heresy; the patriot went to prison and the 
thinker went to hell . - 

Iu 1791 he went to France. He became a mem- 
ber of the French Convention. He was elected by 
four departments; but he sat for the depart- 
ment of Calais; and there the principle of this 
man was put to the test. He was one of the makers 
of the French Constitution, of their Bill of Rights, 
&nd while he sat in that convention the question 
eame up as to what should be done with the king, 
Louis. Should he be exiled? Should he be killed ? 
What should be done with him? The nation was 
insane. France had risen from the wrongs of a 
thousand years; for one thousand years the church, 
the altar, and the throne had been living on the 
blood of France. Women were yoked with cattle, 
plowing in the field. Men and women belonged. 
to the soil; they were sold like beasts, and there 
were no human rights. It took the Oatholic church 
a thousand years to bring about this blessed state 
of things. But Paine was a man of principle, a 
philanthropist; and although he knew that he 
would be suspected, imprisoned, and beheaded if 
he voted for the life of the king, he had the prin- 
ciple and the courage to say, “ No, kill the monarch, 
but not the man ; let him become a useful citizen; 
it was the man’s misfortune to. be a king.” When 
he gave that vote he knew that his life depended 
upon it, and in the history of the world there is 
nothing sublimer than the conduct of Thomas 
Paine upon that occasion. He was seized; he was 
imprisoned. . 

Just before that time, after having turned _his 
attention to kings and thrones, he took it into his. 
head that he would look behind the altar. He had 
found that nobles were wretches, parasites living 
on the blood of honest labor, and he thought he 
would turn his attention to` priests, and he then 
wrote the first part of the “Age of Reason,” and 
left the manuscript with Joel Barlow. Then, cast 
into prison, and while in prison, under the shadow 
of the guillotine, expecting every moment to be 
called out to be beheaded, he wrote the second part 
of “The Age of Reason;” and let me say here 
to-day that there never has been a clergyman or a 
doctor of divinity (and it isn’t wonderful that such 
divinity needs doctors)—there never has been ong 
great enough, ingenious enough, educated enough 
to answer the arguments ofThomas Paine as found 
in the “Age of Reason.” 

He took the ground that the Bible is not in- 
spired, that it is not the word of an infinitely wise 
and benevolent God; and there is not to-day be- 
neath the cope of heaven an enlightened clergyman 
who thinks it is. How any human being can read 
that book, with all its ignorance, with all its atroci- 
ties, with its murders and slavery and polygamy, 
and hell to boot; how any man can read.it now 
and imagine that it was inspired by anybody except 
a savage, is beyond the power of my imagination. 

Paine remained in prison, saved from the guillo- 


tine by an accident, was finally released, and in 
1802 came back to the United States. . ^: 
The “Age of Reason” had ‘been published. - "The 
priests had read it. They could not answer it. 
"What was the next best thing? To attack him— to 
attack his character, to denounce him;.and ‘they 
commenced, and they are at it now. I don’t: bélieve 
there has ever been an orthodox . minister, who-has 
talked on the subject, who has told the'truth. I 
never heard of him if he did; and nearly all;intelli-- 
gent people now, with the exception of the ortho- 
dox clergy, know the principal facts in the life of 
Thomas Paine; and yet every pulpit has been a 
mint in which slanders and calumnies have been 
coined against the grandest of American patriots. 
Will it ever cease? I do not: know. «Sometimes I 
think that truth is the weakest thing: in. the-world. 
Ido. Sometimes I think that a lie ig the healthiest 
thing that was ever born into the world. -No.mat- 
tor how old it is, it:appears without a-wrinkle, with 
ears undulled, with eyes undimmed, fresh as‘a:drop 
of dew in the heart of a rose; and these lies.&bout 
Paine pass current to-day in: the orthodox world. 
You see, the reason. was this :: 'T'he; Christians did 
not think that God could afford to let Paine die in 


peace. Paine had done what he could to rescue the 


reputation of God from the slanders of the pulpit. 
He did not sueceed entirely, but he did the best he 
could ;.and the ministers said, “If God allows that 
man. to diein peace there's something wrong."«Now 
God is:just mean enough to try to frighten-a dying 
man. 'lhink of an infinite .being,. whose. thoughts 


.&re stars, whose dreams are constellations—think 


of that being putting in his: time frightening:a man 
that is on the crumbling edge of : the grave. "What 


a magnifieent God—for & cannibal:to worship !: 


For nearly forty years this man had :been:a'her- - 
ald of the dawn. In the darkness of night he:was . 
the star. For nearly forty years he had ‘labored 
night and day for the happiness of his fellowmen, 
and Christians could not believe that :God would 
allow such. a man to. die.in peace. ` So they:manu- 
factured the facts to fit their theory, and :they 
stated that at the last he recanted. ` °- i 

What had he to recant? He had talked in favor 
of liberty, honesty, virtue, kindness. Did God want 
him to recant? That was all he had to take back. 

But the fact is that Thomas Paine died as he 
lived. He had thought about these things and he 
knew what his thought was. He had reached the 
conclusion that if God exists he is not unjust; that 
he does not believe in savagery, in wars of extermi- 
nation. He had reached the conclusion that if God 
were infinite and all-wise, he had at least common 
sense; and he said so, and that was all the crime 
he committed. And yet in America the orthodox 
church has sacrificed its reputation for veracity 
upon the grave of Thomas Paine. M A 

Nobody believes a minister now. Everybody 
knows that every word from the pulpit against ihe . 
great and glorious man of the past is absolutely 
untrue. But do you know that sometimes I get a 
little sorry for the clergy? I have lived to see the 
brand of mental inferiority :put on every orthodox 
brain. I have lived to see the time when the think- 
ers, the philosophers, the men of real thought, are 
on the other. side. n l 

And so I tell you to-day that in the great battle 
between reason and superstition we have passed 
midnight. In the great battle between government 
by the people and government by God through 
kings, we have passed midnight. The tendency of 
the world to-day is toward representative govern- 
ment. The tendency of the world to-day is toward 
absolute intellectual liberty, toward intellectual 
hospitality, toward allowing every human being to 
make the best guess he can on a subject that he 
knows nothing about. 

In the great battle between living for this world 
and some other, we have passed midnight, and we 
are living now for this world. We want houses and 
good food and good clothes; we want books; we want 
pictures, we want music with its thrilling voice; we 
want everything there is of joy and gladness.be- 
neath the stars; and when we come to another 
world (if we ever do), we will attend to that. 

The world has at last concluded (I mean the sens- 
ible ones) to live for this life. - m 

We hay concluded that that man is the greatest 
man who adds most to the sum of human happiness 
here in this world; and we are believers in homes 
here, in the family here, and we think more of our 
families than we do of all the Gods and Christs you 
can cram into infinite space. f i 

And the man who did as much as any other to 
help on the human race slong this great highway of 
intellectual and physical progress, a man who did as 
much as ‘any other is the. man we honor to-day. He 
lived & laborious life. He was one of the greatest 


soldiers in the army of human progress, and ‘his 
Feputation is now increasing every day, every day; 
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and in a few years, when the American people meet 
on the fourth day of July to pay honors to the 


memory of the'grest, and when they speak of Wash- 


‘ington, and Jefferson, and Franklin, they will also 

speak of Thomas Paine; and the time will come 
when in the temple of liberty, our temple, the high- 
‘est niche will be occupied by the Author-hero of the 
Revolution,. Thomas Paine. 


Following another ‘cornet solo Thaddeus B.. 


Wakeman delivered a forceful, feeling, ringing, that 
is characteristic, speech. Here is the text of it: 


. Laps AND Gewrizmen: After the impressiv 
swords of our glorious Colonel, what can take the 
place of the reflectiv. silence that should follow? 
Only thoughts that can possibly add depth and 
purpose to what we hav been charmed to hear. 
, Letus, then, remember that this is Decoration Day, 
ourgreat national festival of the dead; and at the 
.game time the festival of the rebirth of our national 
union by the close, in May, 1865, of our great civil 
-. war. It is our second, our solemn Fourth of July. 
It is the fitting time, then, to gather, as we hav, at 
the grave and. monument of the one who really by 
his “ Common Sense” and “ Crisis " laid the corner- 
stone of our great republic, and enabled sixty-five 
millions of us to greet each other as * fellow-citi- 
zens.” We-.hav gathered here, because in this 
festival of the dead we-hav a duty, a work in hand, 
_ in regard to this founder of our common country. 
That work our noble Ingersoll, and those who hav 
spoken before him to-day, hav taken well in hand, 
.a&ndurged nobly forward! ‘What is that work, do 
you.say? For fear. you Liberals may not catch on 
at once, let me say it in theological phrase: The 
„work we are here £o do. is to lift the soul of Thomas 
.Paine out of purgatory! For there is where the 
.stupid bigotry of his time left him at death. Not 
. only that, but sure we must make it that he has his 
.proper place. in heaven!—the scientific and human 
, heaven that.is to be. 
be complete without this emancipator of mankind, 
this founder of republics. Thomas. Paine was in 
his day the disinterested and devoted impersonation 
of liberty, science, and humanity. These are the 
three words upon which our new era, our new and 
real heaven, is founded. The monumént of him 
_..who embodied them, and. made them working and 
_ saving’ powers in the world, stands before us! Fail- 
.ings he had—but they were the mere accidents of 
; his time, his career, and his devotion. 
US “ For all human failings 
Sisto . A pure humanity atones," 
says the Sage of Weimar. He who first used the 
` words, “The Religion of Humanity" and “The 
` United States of America,” and spent his life to 
‘mike them realities—who can longer keep any 
' heaven closed against him! But more than that, 
" he was the prophet of the great seed-time of the 
“Revolutions one hundred years ago; as such he 
- worked out the lines of reformatory progress for us 
“to-day. ` ; i 
`- “It is astonishing to find, as his biographer, Mr. 
` Conway, and our colonel to-day hav pointed. out, 
` that there is scarcely a reform or step of progress 
"in state, church, or society from antislavery to, 
"woman suffrage and on, and then on to the final 
triumph of the great federal republic of mankind, 
“that he did not inaugurate and indicate its lines. 
of progress and triumph. Those lines can lead us 
nowhere élse but to the heaven of human love and 
"gratitude, if to no other. B a 
' “If there is any other heaven, the churches cannot 
“mutch longer keep him out. His was the gospel of 
““love‘ and hope. So let us not despair of the 
churches. Burns would not: despair even of the 
' devil; he thought, “Auld Nickie Ben, ye might 
. "take a thought and mend!” So may the churches. 
“"There is hope: "Dr. Briggs is teaching the stubborn 
"Presbyterians the “Higher Criticism” of Paine; 
‘“while the Pope of Rome is discovering that his 
“republicanism " was always the political doctrin 
of the church. The most obstinate turtles move 
when there is & coal of fire on their backs or in 
`` their rear. The fire of the human intellect they can 
." resist no longer. They must advance or go out of 
. existence. As they go on they will some day find that 
. Thomas Paine was another doubting, but a far 
-> more useful St. Thomas than any yet canonized. 
" The: Catholic church has lately found out that the 
' girl who saved France, Joan d'Arc, was a saint; it 
_ is thinking over the way to canonize Columbus, the 
^ discoverer of America—but. he`was a hard case—far 
“harder than our author-hero, who discovered the 
^" Uhited States. So when the Catholic church be- 


‘coties really republican `it must logically canonize 


"Thomas Paine. It must do it, or go out of business 


. as the real republican and true Catholic church! 
-C Then wouldn’t the priests hav a hard time to gwal- ' 


glorious and inevitable results of the laws of prog- 
ress; thus shall we be stronger in hope and in head 


had not come here.” He said he meant by this that 
| the preceding speakers had left him nothing to say. 
But still he- managed to make some good ‘points. 
He told of his early ideas in regard to Paine; how, 
more than fifty years ago, he read the “Age of 
Reason.” “For half a century I hav thought Paiue 
the greatest: man who ever lived.” 
the ‘superstition which: possesses religious minds 
Mr. McDonald related an incident that came within 
his cognizance many years ago. 
shower astonished and terrified the simple denizens 
of this state. 
man who had the reputation of being uncommonly 
“smart.” ' So, when the “shooting stars” flashed a 
warning of God’s vengeance into the quaking hearts 
of the rustics his neighbors went to this. old man 
and begged him to tell them what manner of 
“signs and portents” these were. "He came out of 
his cabin, and,:standing under the vaulted arch of 
the skies, gazed long and wisely at the brilliant dis- 
play.made by the wanderers in space. 
said: «* Well, I don't know what it is unless it is 
that the devil has got loose again and he and God 
are throwing stars at each other.” 


No heaven of the good can f 


that remains of the year “1809.” 
holds this memento as president of thé Paine Histor- 
ieal Society, having received it from: Capt. G. W. 
Loyd, who in turn had it from an old Huguenot 
lady who had rescued it from destruction or theft, 


grave of Paine, telling of Oobbett’s disinterment 
‘and removal of the bones of the patriot, and calling 


Then he said that he had.been sitting in the chair 
in which the lover of justice -had sat while doing 


audience a wood-bottomed chair of good dimen- 


hers of the Newark Liberal League, and $5 as & personal 


for others; this, to me, is ‘‘immortality.” 


low the lies and slande 
ede Tel lers they hav put out about the 

Let us hope that the churches will go out of 
business before they reach that painful duty; that 
the Secular Republic, with its state, school, and 
university, will happily. take their place; and that 
the terrestrial heaven, which Thomas Paine founded. 
when he founded the United States of America, 
will take the place of the celestial myth. 

- Science and the laws of evolution indicate such 
to be the destiny of the republican world. His was 
the voice that aroused the people and indicated the 
way. 


. In short, let us learn from him to anticipate the 


and hand to realize them: 


"Wilson McDonald’s first words were: «TI wish I 


To illustrate 


In 1843 a meteoric 


In a certain neighborhood: lived a 


Finally, he 


Before concluding: his remarks, Mr. McDonald 


exhibited a fragment of the original headstone of 
Paine’s grave. 
letters “INE”, part of the name of the great advo- 
cate of human rights; next below is the word 


There are on ‘it, in one line the 


« SENSE ", and still lower down the figure “9”, all 
Mr. MeDonald 


the headstone having been broken to pieces: by the 
marksmen and curiosity-hunters of the early days. 
President Rowley described the location of the 


attention to the situation of the Paine farm-house. 


much of his writing, and he held up in view of the 


sions, with back and side supports arranged very 
much like those of the simplest form of office-chair 
now in use. The chair was an object of great in- 
terest, and called out hearty applause for its erst- 
while owner and the incomparable fruits of his 
herculean labors. 

The chairman then read a letter of regret accom- 
panying a contribution toward defraying expenses, 
both from Mr. F. W. Bird, of Newark, who was one 
of the first to giv form to the movement which has 


just culminated in such a splendid success around 


the Monument of Paine at New Rochelle. Mr. 
Rowley also read a telegram from a clergyman of 


Brooklyn. Here we giv the letter and the message: 


R Nzwanz, N. J., May 30, 1894. 
Henry Rowney, Eso, My Dear Sir: Inclosed please 
find my check for $13—$8 for sixteen tickets sold to mem- 


contribution toward the fund for restoring monument. 
I regret that my business engagements are such that I 
am prevented from being with you in person. Iam with 
ou, however, and with all those who honor the hero of 
iberty whose memory you hav, on this Decoration Day, 
assembled together to revere. How strikingly does this 
event demonstrate the fact that, while men liv but to die, 
principles never die. May we all learn a lesson from this, 
recognizing, a8 true altruists, that the great and good in 
the world's past history hav not lived for Ludo. put 
ead, ye 
speaking, perhaps at first only in a whisper, but becom- 
ing louder and louder as the years roll on until the tones 
become veritable thunder. Such has been the evolution 
of science and truth. MEE 
-Wishing the cause of liberty and truth, and all who are 

engaged in it, good speed, Tam. Yours fraternally, 
Henry Bw, President Newark Liberal League. 


:  BRooxuxN, N. Y.. May 30, 1894. 
Henny Rowrzr, President Brooklyn Philosophical As- 


sociation; Paine celebration. I am with you in thought 


—the flesh profits nothing, Franr E. Mason, 


tically applauded by the Manhattanites. 
doubt the happy expression of a thought which had 
birth in the minds of many as they listened to the 
burning eloquence of the memorial day speakers, 
but which none but Mr. Duntze had definitivly 
formulated, and which it remained for him to giv 
utterance to in the “ nick of time.” 


reaction had set. in 
made by the Virginia representativs to check the 
importation of slaves by levying a $10 per capita 


With one more contribution from the cornetist 


and Henry Rowley’s benediction, the assemblage 
dissolved, the units wending their way homeward 
as the May-day waned, all feeling that it had been 
a good thing to be gathered together in the name 
of him who warned us that if we “giv power to 
the bigot of any sectary he will use it to the op- 
pression of the rest.” Do 


At the meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club, 


on the evening of June 1st, Secretary Duntze, of the 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, in thanking the 
Club for the assistance it had rendered the Associa- 
tion in preparing and carrying through the program 
at New Rochelle on the 30th ult., said: 


“The Paine Memorial was a success, friends. 


We are gaining ground. But two or three years 
ago, when Colonel Ingersoll . delivered an address 
on the anniversary of Thomas Paine’s birthday, the 
dailies published very sarcastic reports of it. To-day 
the Sun says: ‘The world is making up its mind 
anew about Thomas Paine,’ and never said the Sun 
a truer thing. i 


«You heard the telegram of regret read at New 


Rochelle, in which a Brooklyn clergyman said: ‘I 
am with you in spirit—the flesh profits nothing.’ 
Besides this I received a letter from a Presbyterian 
minister at New. Rochelle, in which he says, among 
other things: ‘I recognize that Paine did inva'uable 
service to our country, for which he has not re- 
ceived his share of praise.’ 
rian minister. 


This from a Presbyte- 
Think of it! 
* Thus we are marching on; and to still furthor 


educate the people with regard to Paine, I hope it 
will be found feasible to repeat this Paine memorial 
every thirtieth of May. It is desirable, aye, it is 
absolutely. necessary, that the Freethinkers of 
America should be banded more closely together 
than trey are today. As Freethought, however, 
necessarily implies differences of opinion, we can 
not possibly agree on all subjects every day of the 
year. But let us hav one day on which we can lay 
aside all differences and join hands in fellowship 
around the monument of him whose memory we all 
honor and cherish, no matter how divergent may be 
our opinions on many subjects.” 


Mr. Duntze's excellent suggestion was enthusias- 
It was no 


Paine’s Appeals for the Negro and for Woman. 


After the acquisition of Louisiana, the French 


inhabitants of that territory (in 1804) sent & me- 
morial to Congress demanding “immediate admis- 
sion to equal statehood, also the right to continue 
the importation of negro slaves." 
characteristic reply. 
sentences: 


Paine wrote & 
Conway quotes some terse 


**Paine reminds the memorialists of the ‘ mischief 


caused in France by the possession of power before they 
understood principles.’ 
and the freedom they hav acquired b 
others, he points out their ignorance of human ‘rights’ 
as shown in their guilty notion that to enslave others is 
among them. 
such & power, without fearing to be struck from the 
earth by its justice? Why, then, do you ask it of man 
against man? Do you want to renew in Louisiana the 
horrors of Domingo?’” 


After explaining their position, 
the merits of 


* ‘Dare you put up a petition to heaven for 


During Peine's sojourn in Fraace a proslavery 
in America. Án attempt 


duty was defeated after a hot fight. “Franklin 


was now president of the American Antislavery 


Society, founded in Philadelphia in 1775, five weeks 
after the appearance of Paine's scheme of emanci- 
pation." Franklin's last public act was the signing 
a petition of the society to Congress against slav- 
ery. He died “twenty-five days after the close of 
the debate, in which he was bitterly denounced by 
the proslavery party.” Oonway continues: 


** Washington had pronounced the petition ‘inoppor- 
tune’—his presidential mansion in New York was a few 
steps from the slave-market—Jefferson (now secretary of 
state) had no word to say for it, Madison had smoothed 
over the matter by acompromise. Thenceforth slavery 
had become s suppressed subject, and the slave-trade, 
whenever broached in Congress, had maintained its im- 
munity. In 1803, even under Jefferson’s administration, 
the negroes fleeing from oppression in Domingo were 
forbidden asylum in America, because it was feared they 
would incite servil insurrections. That the United 
States, under presidency of Jefferson, should stand aloof 
from the struggle of the negroes in Domingo for liberty, 
cut Paine to the heart. nperturbed by the attempt 
made on his own life a few days before, he wrote to Jeffer- 
son on New Year's day, 1805 (from New Rochelle), what 
may be regarded as an appeal.” 


Since his return to the United States Paine had 
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** Bring all the splendor 


MR. PUTNAM READS A POEM. 


s 


8 of the springtime here." 


been activ as a newspaper writer. 
remarks: 


** His chief anxiety was lest some concession might be 
made to the Louisianians about the slave trade, that re- 
gion being an emporium of the traffic which grew more 
enterprising and brutal as its term was at hand. Much 
was said of the great need of the newly acquired region 
for more laborers, and it was known that Jefferson was 
by no means so severe in his opposition to slavery as he 
was once supposed to be. The President repeatedly in- 
vited Paine’s views, and they were given fully and 
freely.” 


In one of these letters to President Jefferson 
Paine says that the best settlers for the agricultural 
lands of the Louisiana purchase are citizens of the 
New England states and the German peasantry. 
Of the latter he adds: 


‘Those would be the best people, of foreigners, to 
bring into Louisinna—because they would grow to be 
citizens. Whereas bringing poor negroes to work the 
lands in a state of Slavery and wretchedness, is, besides 
the immorality of it, the certain way of preventing 
population and consequently of preventing revenue. I 
question if the revenue arising from ten negroes in the 
oonsumption of imported articles is equal to that of 
one white citizen. In the articles of dress and of the 
table it is almost impossible to make a comparison. These 
matters, though they do not belong to the class of princi- 
ples, are proper subjects for the consideration of govern- 
ment; and it is always fortunate when the interests of 
government and that of humanity act unitedly. 


In the same letter the uncompromising friend of 
liberty writes of the Liverpool slave traders: 


“I find by the captain [from New Orleans] above men- 
tioned that several Liverpool ships hav been at New Or- 
leans, Itis chiefly the people of Liverpool that employ 
themselvs in the slave trade and they bring eargoes of 
those unfortunate negroes to take back in return the hard 
money and the produce of the country. Had I the com- 
mand of the elements I would blast Liverpool with fire 
and brimstone. It is the Sodom and Gomorrah of bru- 
tality.” 


As Thomas Paine was the unflinching enemy of 
the slavery of the black man, so was he the foe of 
the subordination and degradation of woman. In 
the Pennsylvania Magazine for August, 1775, “is 
found the earliest American appeal for woman.” 
Paine here puts into the mouth of a woman an elo- 
quent plea for her sex, of which this is an extract : 


** Nature assails us with sorrow, law and custom press 
us with constraint, and sensibility and virtuealarm us by 
their continual conflict. Sometimes also the name of 
citizen demands from us the tribute of fortitude. When 
you offer your blood to the state, think that itisours. In 
giving it our sons and our husbands we giv it more than 
ourselys. You can only die on the field of battle, but we 
hav the misfortune to survive those whom we love the 
most, Alas! while your ambitious vanity is unceasingly 
laboring to cover the earth with statues, with monuments, 
and with inscriptions to eternize, if possible, your names, 
and giv yourselvs an existence when this body is no 
more, why must we be condemned to liv and to die un- 
known? Would that the grave and eternal forgetfulness 
should be our lot. Be not our tyrants in all; Permit our 
names to be sometime pronounced beyond the narrow 
circle in which we liv: Permit friendship, or at least love, 
to inscribe its emblems on the tomb where our ashes re- 
pose; and deny us not the public esteem which, after the 


His biographer | esteem of one’s self, is the sweetest reward of well- 


n 


doing. 

One must be acquainted with the status of woman 
at that period before she can fully appreciate the 
timeliness and feel the force of this supposititious 
appeal for the simplest rights of a common hu- 
manity. 


News and Notes. 


I hav had a chance to “size up” the Constitu- 
tional Convention. It is a pretty slow-going body. 
It is evident that those elected mean to make the 
most of the chance to draw money from the publie 
treasury. It began nearly a month ago, and yet 
the rules of order hay not been promulgated, 
not a single amendment has been discussed, 
and adjournment on the slightest provoca- 
tion is the order of the day. The sessions will 
undoubtedly be prolonged until September 15th. 
Many amendments hav been proposed; but the fol- 
lowing will probably occupy the main attention of 
the convention: The woman suffrage amendment, 
impartial taxation, no sectarian appropriations, 
home rule for cities, and changes in the judiciary 
system. Debates on these several questions will 
not take place at present before the committees. 

I suppose the woman suffrage amendment will 
attract the greatest attention, since such a deter- 
mined and widespread effort has been made. But I 
find, however, there is a great deal of thought in 
regard to the taxation question; and I am sure 
that something will be done in the right direction, 
though not so much as we desire. The injustice of 
exempting vast amounts of property is apparent. 

Through the kindness of Mr. J. J. McCabe, of 
Albany, L was introduced to several members of the 
convention. I found some in favor and some not 
in favor of church taxation; but all that I talked 
with admitted that the present exemptions were 
altogether too vast, and constitutional limits should 
be established. The main opposition to the taxa- 
tion of churches will come from the Catholics and 
Episcopalians, and from the city representativs. In 
the rural districts, even among the religious classes, 
there is getting to be a strong sentiment in favor 
of taxing church property. Many Christians say 
to me, “Get this thing before the people, and I will 
vote forit.” Ofcourse upon the F'reethinkers rests 
the burden of getting the matter before the people, 
for Christians will not take an activ part in the in- 
itiatory work; but if placed before the people for 
their votes, I feel sure that a clear majority will 
be for impartial taxation. The rub now is, to get 
it through the conyention and before the people. 
So far as I hay been able to judge, there is a very 
strong opinion among the delegates for church 
taxation; but it will require some courage to 
squarely indorse an amendment to this effect. But 
the agitation is started. I should judge that the 
Truth Seeker Co.’s pamphlet on Church Property, 


‘thought” soon before the people. 
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Should i& be Exempt from Taxation?" ig already 
doing its work. A copy has been sent to every 
member, and there is evidence that it has been in 
some cases carefully read, and its arguments and 
facts will no doubt play an important part in future 
debates of the convention. It is the best ammuni- 
tion that has yet been provided. A thousand copies 
hav been sent to tbe New York press in all parts of 
the state, and this wil hav a very great influence; 
for if the papers, especially the country papers, are 
brave enough to voice the sentiments of the people 
in their several localities, it will be a power that the 
politicians will respect. 

In this way the Truth Seeker Company’s pamphlet 
will do us an immense service; sol hope there will 
be an increase of funds to circulate these cogent ar- 
guments widely. 

I lectured before the Albany Liberals on Sunday 
evening, May 27th. The audience was not large, 
but a fair report of the lecture was published in the 
daily papers, and in this way considerable good is 
accomplished. I think on the whole our work is 
advancing in spite of the difficulties, the greatest of 
which is that Liberals themselvs do not realize what 
they can orcught to do. I must express my thanks 
to J. J. McCabe, of Albany, and Robert Wade, of 
Troy, for assistance so far in my personal efforts. 

Albany is a pleasant place for campaign work. 
The stately Capitol with its imposing architecture 
givs one inspiration. The lovely landscape and 
river scenes about Albany, its elegant residences 
and beautiful publie buildings, are quite attraciiy. 
Besides, musie and literature attend the way of the 
Secular Pilgrim. My brilliant and versatil friend, 
McCabe, occupies his leisure moments with an 
opera, together with philosophy and reform; and 
at Bath-on-the-Hudson my little Atheist friend, 
Marie Lumley, ten years old, is writing a novel 
which is quite delightful, besides writing poems for 
the Grand Army celebrations, etc. It is quite a 
relief sometimes to pass from the arena of politics, 
even though adorned with the glories of woman 
suffrage, into the bright domains of art and poetry. 
Here at least there is no bigotry, hypocrisy, or 
superstition. 

The Paine celebration at New Rochelle was a 
jubilee indeed. Those who were not there will 
gather something of the glory of the day from the 
pages of Taz Trurs Srrxer—the oration of Inger- 
soll, ete. The Brooklyn Philosophical Association 
is to be congratulated on the success of its under- 
taking. Those who were present will not forget 
the occasion. It will be like a shining light on the 
pathway of reform. It is an indication of the sun- 
like fame yet to be of the author-hero ot the Revo- 
lution. Among the historical associations which 
show how Thomas Paine was once regarded by the 
orthodox, Dr. E. B. Foote givs the following: 
John Bently, of New York, a member of the Lib- 
eral Club, was the son of a very good and pious 
Baptist, who, on his death-bed, informed his son, as 
an awful secret, that his grandmother was the sister 
of Thomas Paine. To be in any way connected 
with Paine at that time was regarded as a family 
disgrace, a sort of skeleton in the closet, but now it 
is an honor. It is pleasant to note that on this 
auspicious celebration day a great-grandniece of 
Thomas Paine was present. If blood will tell, as 
they say, it is fortunate that some of the Paine 
blood is circulating in the arteries and veins of an 
American family. 

Representativ Durborow has introduced a bill 
in Congress for the opening of the Smithsonian and 
other public institutions in Washington on Sunday. 
This is a step in the right direction, and is a good 
offset to the national Sunday law. It has long been 
a matter to be deplored that the treasures of the 
Smithsonian Institute, so rich in instruction and 
entertainment for the people, hav been closed to the 
public on Sundays, the only day when the vast 
majority of the residents of Washington can view 
them. I hope that Liberals, so far as they hav any 
influence, will aid this bill. It is an opportunity for 
the letter corps to put in some good work with the 
representativs of the people. 

I hope to see * Four Hundred Years of Free- 
Large bodies 
move slowly—and this is a large body—but it is on 
the move. The publishers are hurrying matters. I 
shall start on my western tour in June. I shall 
lecture in Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, during June 
and July, and then journey through Minnesota, 
North Dakota, and Montana to the Pacific coast. I 
hope, in spite of hard times, Liberals will arrange 
for as many lectures as possible along the route. 
There is no real reform without Freethought at the 
heart of it. We must keep at work on the demands 
of Liberalism. SaAwvzL P. Purnam. 


Tez Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severance Hall, 
421 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.30 P.M, | 
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MR. WAKEMAN ON THE PLATFORM. 


'* Liberty, Science, and Humanity—The Monument of him who embodied them and made them working and sav- 
ing powers in the world, stands before us!” 


EDITORIAL. 


The following sums contributed for the purposes 
of the Freethought Federation hay been received: 
Paul Fisher, $1; Robert Thorne, $1; J. G. Ken- 
dall, $1; E. A. Stevens, $3; Rogers & Bro, $155; 
Walt Heugartner, $5; N. F. Griswold, $10. 


Our twelve-page Protest against the two Sunday 
bills now pending in Congress sells for five cents ; 
twenty five copies, three cents each; one hundred 
copies, $2. It should be widely distributed. The 
people must be educated that the Sunday tyrants 
may be thwarted. 


In Toe Tnaur& Szexer of June 23d we shall 
present to our readers the opinions of college pres- 
idents and professors and county treasurers of this 
state on the subject of church taxation. Look 
out for that issue. It will be interesting. Order 
extra copies at once, that we may hay the right 
number printed. The price will be seven cents per 


copy, five copies or more for five cents each. 
Lee 


The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will con- 
tinue the bombardment of Congress for another 
week on the Sunday bills. Write to some Repre- 
sentativ or Senator from your state, but not the 
one to whom you sent your last week’s letter. Stir 
them up; we want an expression of opinion from 
them and you will help bring it out. New York 
members of the corps will continue their church 
taxation work. 


Miss S. Levin, of 823 Broadway, went out to the 
Paine commemoration and took a number of views, 
reproductions of four of which appear in this issue 
of Tur Truru Seeker. There is another, in which 
all the speakers and others upon the platform are 
shown standing. Thereare in it good likenesses of 
Ingersoll, Rowley, Putnam, Wakeman, and many 
others. Then we hav another showing the monu. 
ment wreathed with flowers and adorned with mot- 
toes, as it was that day. Still another shows the 
old Paine farmhouse as it is nt the present time, 
All these photographs are 8x 10 inches and will be 
in place in every Freethinker's home. rice, 75 
cents each, postpaid. 


Taxation of church property is going to be one 
of the chief issues in the New York Constitutional 
Convention. The Times of this city puts it ina 
list as one of the four most important questions be- 
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fore the Convention, while the Sun, quoting copi- 
ously from our “Church Property,” says that the 
demand for equal taxation has become * one of the 
vital questions discussed by the delegates.” As we 
go to press on Tuesday evening we are not able to 
giv a report in this issue of the hearing beforea 
joint committee composed of the committees on 
Charities, Taxation, Legislativ Power and Educa- 
tion, whieh will be held on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. Eminent lawyers will present, arguments pro 
and con. Help distribute “Church Property.” 


We hay had printed an extra supply of the Truru 
SEEKER of this week. Single copies will be sent for 
seven cents; five or more copies, five cents each. 
Here is an excellent opportunity to make Christians 
acquainted with the real relation of Paine to the 
struggle for independence and human rights, and 
with this journalas well Our large extra supply 
of the Paine Memorial Number is nearly exhausted. 
We will fill orders as they come in ns long as we 
hav any copies to spare, and subsequently we will 
gend the issue of June 9:h in lieu of the Memorial 
Number, and, as it has Colonel Ingersoll's address 
in full, with other splendid speeches nnd the illus- 
trations, our readers will get their money's worth 
and will no doubt be satisfied. 


ics 

Let every Liberal in the state of New York write 
immediately and often to the Committee on State 
Finances and Taxation of the Constitutional Con- 
vention, asking that church property be taxed 
equally with all other private wealth. This will be 
the work of the New York section of the Free- 
thought Letter-writing Corps while the Convention 
is in session. Write also to the delegate from your 
district. If you can, induce your local paper to 
admit arguments in favor of this measure of justice. 
The members of the above-named committee are: 

Milo M. Acker (chairman), Hornellsville; Commodore 
P. Vedder, Ellicottville; I. S. Johnson, Warsaw; Owen 
Cassidy, Havana: A. B. Steele, Herkimer; 8. B. Jacobs, 
Brooklyn; O. A. Fuller, Wellsville: F. B. F. Tibbetts, 
Ithaca; C. R. Pratt, Elmira; A. L. Kellogg, Oneonta; 
F. T. Fitzgerald, W. MeM. Speer, Nelson Smith, W. P. 
Burr, M. J. Mulqueen, J. W. McLaughlin, 8. 8. Blake, 
New York. 

Three other com^»ittees sat with the committee 
on Finance and Taxation at the hearing this week 
on church taxation. The names of members of 
these committees who are not also members of the 
Committee on Finance and Taxation follow. Write 
to the delegate whose home is nearest you. 


- “William P. Goodelle, Syracuse; John A, Barhite, 
Rochester; D. Gerry Wellington, Hamilton; B. S. Dean, 
Jamestown; Charles H. Moore, Plattsburg; W. J. Mon- 
tayne, Cortland; M. L. Parker, Lyndonville; J. M. May- 
bee, Livingston M.; W. J. Roche, John H. Peck, Troy; 
Peter A. Rogers, West Troy; E. A. Brown, Dolgeville; 
W. M. Mullen, Stapleton; Wm. Kimmey, D. P. Kerwin, 
John T. MeDonough, Albany; F. W. Holls, Yonkers; 
E. R. Brown, Watertown; H. R. Durfee, Palmyra; M. 
H. Hirschberg, Newburg; J. E. McIntyre, Potsdam; 
H. W. Hill, Buffalo; Frederick Fraser, Salen; G. R, 
Cornwell, Penn Yan; J. W. Riggs, H. A. Powell, Mira- 
beau L. Towns, Brooklyn; A. H. Peabody, New Leb- 
anon; C. L. Phipps, East Rockaway; C. W. H. Arnold, 
Staatsburg; C. B. MeLaughlin, Port Henry; L. M. 
Mauley, Long Island City; G. L. Danforth, Middleburg; 
E. Lauterbach, L. A. Giegerieh, Elliot Sandford, C. S. 
Truax, Robert E. Deyo, H. W. Platzek, Francie Forbes, 
Eugene Durnia, Thomas Gilleran, A, O. Hottenrortb. 
New York." 


A 

“Church Property" is now ready, and all ac- 
cumulated orders hav been filled. The members 
of the Constitutional Convention and the press of 
New York state hav been supplied gratis. We 
shall also put as many copies as possible into the 
hands of other persons who hav influence to secure 
justice in taxation. How many copies are thus 
distributed will depend upon the assistance we re- 
ceive from the working Liberals of the country. 
All Freethinkers who can should also buy “Church 
Property,” and distribute it among their own law- 
makers, editors, and thougatful private citizenr. 
We hay made the price very low for so large a 
pamphlet, Fifteen cents per single copy, ten copies 
for $1; fifty copies for $4 50; one hundred copier, 
$8; postage paid in all cases. Let there be this 
year in every state and territory in the Union a 
campaign of education. Show the people the im- 
morality, injustice, and danger of the exemption of 
church property from taxation. 


Zee 
* Four Hundred Years." 


Following are the names of subseribers to “ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought” received since last 
week's acknowledgment: 


California. —M, L. Sims, Chr. A. Nelson, O. Warling, 
Wm. Baldridge. 

Connecticut —M. V. Palmer, F. S. Frisbie. 

England.—'Thos. Kewley. 

Idaho.— James Stout, Geo. Deitz. 

Illinois.—M rs, Pauline Girard, J. H. Hill, M.D., Geo, 
Siebert, Jacob Cretore, 

Indiana, — Dr. G. W. Trout. 

Iowa.—Ira G. Rhoades, Wm. H. Bawn, R W. Jobn- 
son, C. F. Hiller, Norman Malcolm. Frank 'T. Peterson, 
Mrs. Wm. ‘I’. Minchen, John H. Obland, J. R. Towks- 
bury, Mrs. M, Repp. 

Kansas, —F. A. M. Cook. M.D. 

Kentucky.—Geo, N. Buffiugton. 

Massachnsetts — Mrs. S. J. Kendall, Geo. N. Hill, 

Maine.— Wm. Andrews. 

Michigan.—James Taylor, Coply Cottrell, Edmond 
Apsey, Daniel White, L. G. Bragg, C. H. Chase, Isadore 
Caron. 

Missouri.—Ed. Butler, L. O. Livingood. 

Montana,—Sam'! P. De Noielle. 

New York.—L. F, Mines, Paul Fisher, Henry Rowley 
(2d copy), G. L, Swift, Sr. 

Ohio.—Eli Taylor, Vactav Snajdr, Persifor Taylor, 
Geo. H. Turner, James Gates, G. DB. Van Ness, Wm. 
Buchtel, J. Geo. Oeh, John Hirt, Wnlt Hengartner, H. 
Fishering, Wm. M. Everett. 

Ontario.—Wm A. Goodwin. 

Oregon.— Benj. Jagger, Mrs. A. M. Crawford. 

Pennsylvania.—Thomas E. Longshere, Thomas J, 
Whitney, Jacob Tansig. 

Texas.—M. Kangerga, 

West Virgibia._Dr. L. Hackman. 

Wisconsin. —Otto W. Spengler, N. C. Skelton, Joseph 
Gross, D. O. Robinson. 


— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening nt 421 Lackawanaavenne, Our motto; Freedom 
and Kindness, Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 

Tue First Secular Chureb of Portland, Or., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 1704 Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 r. w. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Suuday-school in same place at 12:30 rx, 


Tur Women’s Linerat LEAGUE, of Philadelphia, meets 
in the Skerrett Building, Ridge avenne and Green atreet, 
Tuesday evenings at 8 o'clock. Admission free. All are 
welcome. Radical Library open 7.30 to 10 P.M. 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday eyen- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock, Program for May: 


June &th—" Vaccination or Sanitation.” Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Jr., M.D. 

June 15th —'' Tides of the Times.” Elmer E. Warner. 

June 22d—‘'Spontaneous Gereration.” Edward W. 


G. Dobson 

June 29th—Last meeting of the season. Five minute 
speeches on ** What One Thing Would You Hay the 
Constitutional Convention Do?" alternating with 
musical and elocutionary entertainment, Admission 
10 cents, at the door, 
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He Rejected Superstition in Life and at 
yao Death. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa., May 9, 1894, 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. William F. Porter, a 
prominent member of the Liberal League, 
and who publicly celebrated the birthday 
of ‘Thomas Paine in this city, was inciner- 
ated at the Philadelphia crematory on 
May 1, 1894, He died as he lived, 

Yours truly, Mrs. Wm. F. Portr. 


Worth Its Weight in Gold. 
' New OnzuANS, La, May 3, 1894, 

. Mr, Eprror: I am.a Freethinker, and 
.hav been one for the past three years. 

Some time ago I had the pleasure of meet- 

ing Mr. Erwin Auffurth and for the first 
time learned that there was such a paper 
a8 Tue TRUTH SEEKER., After reading a 
.few copies which I got from Mr. Auffurth 
"I came to the conclusion that I would be- 
'"'eome-8-subseriber, and I will say that I 
"Am more. than satisfied with my invest- 
- ment. . ‘‘ Old Testament Stories Comically 
. Illustrated,” which I received as a pre- 
mium, is worth its weight in gold. I 
laughed more over it than anything else I 
everread. Wishing Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
(family a grand future, I am, 
Yours fraternally, 

JOHN A, BEHRMAN. 


Not a Good Judge of Literature. 
T" SALINA, Kax., May 12, 1894. 
“A free press is the battle-cry of Infidel- 
`: ity,” sbouted Judge Perkins, of Texas, at 
'the Southern Methodist conference in 
Memphis yesterday. Don't get excited, 
judge, smarter men than you hav lét the 
- heat under their collars consume them as & 
4flame. A free press. judge, is not quite 
the battle cry of Infidelity, but it is the 
beté noir of every hide-bound, narrow- 
sighted, hard-hearted, blood-spilling fan- 
atic. every inquisitor, every applier of a 
torch to the martyr, every man who has 
: turned the rack, every bigot and every 
_ man-hunter since the printing. press began 
‘its glorious work. A free press has made 
. it possible for men like Judge Perkins to 
, Sit in a Methodist council without being 
persecuted as & heretic and burned as an 
nnbeliever. —Jcoansas City Star. 
Mr. Eprron: Yes, and this condition of 
things was brought about by Infidelity 
‘and modern science. Grand men, like 
Thomas Paine, the great apostle of relig- 
. ious and political Liberty, and Col. Robt. 
.' G. Ingersoll, hav set the intelligent world 
^: to thinking. A. SrooKENBERG. 


Wanted to Hang or Behead Her. 

MoMinnvittr, Or., May 5, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Mrs, Katie Kehm-Smith 
lectured here Saturday, Sunday, and Sun- 
. day night in the opera house. She was 
a success. Her gentle appearance and 
mild speech made a center hit on ortho- 
. doxy, and all thinkers would be proud to 
‘hear her. The opera house was crowded 
Sunday and Sunday night, and I never 
-heard sach remarks as some of God's people 
' made the next day. Some talked of hang- 
ing; some said she ought to be beheaded. 
Itold them that the time was when they 
. were guilty of such crimes; but thanks 
to men like Paine, Lincoln, Ingersoll, and 
such papers as Tum TRUTH SEEKER, we 
had put & stop to it. We hav many Lib- 
'erals here and could build a big church if 
we would only organize and hav a speaker 
to lecture for us every Sunday and organ- 
ize a Sunday-school. I will do the best I 
.ean to aid and assist the cause of our 
- church and the fundamental principles of 

Secularism. Wm. T. Boorz. 


God in the Constitution. 


OnooxsToN, Miny., May 6, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose translation of an 
editorial in Rodhuggeren, so you can get 
an idea of what we are doing. I will also 
add that preachers talk against us from 
the pulpit, That is a good recommenda- 
tion. We succeed very well; our list is 

. steadily increasing. Org E. Hagen. 
Congressman Morse of Massachusetts 
has introduced a bill proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution acknowledging 
ihe Christian God in that instrument. 
What does that mean? A treaty with 
Russia is previously agreed to; can it 
., really be the object to establish a Russian 
: ‘despotism in this country and commence a 
', persecution—as is the fact now in Russia— 
1. of the Jews and the Freethinkers? What 
“ else:ean be‘the sim of this amendment? 
Is it in the interest of liberty? Is there 


anyone within the borders of this country 
who tries to interfere with the Christians 
in the worship of their God? We don’t 
know of any. Nay, the amendment can 
not mean anvthing but persecution. 
Washington, Jefferson, Adams, and others 
of the founders of our republic were 
heroes of liberty and they would guarantee 
to all religious freedom by not acknowledg- 
ing either one or another god in the Con- 
stitution. and it has worked well up to this 
time, We hav been saved from religious 
wars, The proposed amendment cannot 
find even an excuse by pretending to 
speak in the interest of liberty, for there 
cannot be found an intelligent man who 
doubts the fact that the only object is to 
establish a state church whose sim is to 
reach papal power and treat adherents of 
adverse creeds with fire and sword. Will 
the American people always sleep the sleep 
of indifference and allow religious im- 
postors to establish & mental despotism 
and deprive us of the liberty we inherited 
from our forefathers? The money power 
has already overthrown cnr Constitution 
in regard to the country’s finance and de- 
prived Congress of the power to issue 
money. To make the bondage complete 
and bring the country down to &bsolute 
barbarism shall now even the Constitu- 
tion’s guarantee of religious liberty be an- 
nulled? Shall this take place? Shall 
demagogical schemers be permitted to 
trample the liberty-founder’s monument 
in the dust and thereafter paint it with 
the blood of the persecuted? 


Is Surprised and Indignant. 
KrwsALnL, S. D., April 80, E.m. 294. 

Mr. Eprror: When reading the list of 
names of those in the different states who 
hav subscribed and paid for ** Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought," I naturally, 
being much interested in this volume, 
wished to ascertain how many from this 
neck-o’-woods had ordered it in advance 
of publication. Well, was I surprised? I 
should say more—yes, quite impatient—to 
find that there were but three names on 
this list. Why, I am ashamed of my state 
when I actually know hundreds who are 
professed believers in Universal Mental 
Liberty, in Freethought. I know also 
that many of them are men of influence 
and means, in fact, are far better able to 
pay five dollars, the price of the book, 
than your humble servant is to pay five 
cents, for I am in the same fix as the old 
story goes—no place to lay my head that I 
can call my own and almost seventy years 
of age; hav to work out days for others to 
liv, yet once in a while hav a little to send 
for tracts and books for the benefit of 
those who will read and thus be enabled to 
reach light and truth and really enjoy 
perfect peace in believing. This you well 
know, Brother Maedonald. ' 

, When I was a member of the Christian 
church I often was sorely tried by mem- 
bers who were cold and indifferent in what 
we called the cause of the Lord and really 
seemed so unfaithful that I used to get 
discouraged, knowing the whole cause was 
kept alive by a few faithful workers. 

Now, is not this the case with a great 


‘many Freethinkers? I think so when I 


see those faithful soldiers traveling over 
this country doing battle for the army of 
truth against superstition. I feel very 
much like repeating the old worn-out 
phrase, ‘‘God bless 'em." 

Now, friends, let us wake up and make 
every effort that lies in our power to en- 


courage by word and deed these noble | 


souls who are struggling for liberty for 
the race and that ** good time coming.” 

I see that Brother Steiner is to visit our 
state soon. I think, yes, I positivly know, 
that if the friends of truth would bestir 
themselvs and concentrate their forces at 
some point we might giv a mighty battle 
against the powers of darkness and super- 
stition, Wake up, brethren, we are surely 
on the eve of a wonderful revolution; gird 
on the armor of truth and be ready for the 
fray. To the victors belong the honors. 

: Joun M. MoKzz, 


Ludwig Magenheimer, 
San Josz, April 30, E.m, 294, 

Mr. Eprron: Last week I sent you a 
short account of the life of Ludwig Magen- 
heimer. I hand you herewith a report of the 
address of J. J. Sontheimer at the grave. 
The funeral yesterday was one of the 
largest ever seen in this city. The ad- 
dresses in English and German were by 
ex County Olerk J. J. Sontheimer and 
Emile Liess, speaker of the German Inde- 
pendent Congregation of San Francisco, I 
inelose Mr. Sontheimer's address, That 


of Mr. Liess being in German, I could not 
obtain it. The inclosed clipping is from 
the San Jose Mercury of this day. 

L. K. Trrus. 


ADDRESS OF J. J, SONTHEIMER. 

Frrenps : I cannot refrain from giving 
expression to a few thoughts on this sad 
oceasion. 

I hav had the pleasure of being inti- 
mately acquainted with our departed 
friend, during nearly a quarter of 8 cen- 
tury. I well remember the time when I 
arrived in our city, an entire stranger, 
and when a word of good cheer and a 
warm grasp of the hand by a sincere and 
well-meaning man, was 8 great encourage- 
ment. Louis Magenheimer was one of 
those who, unsolicited, extended to me 
both. He was one of those men to whom 
anyone, when in need of advice or assist- 
ance, could. apply without fear of repul- 
sion. 
who deserved help. : 

He was a large-hearted and ‘jovial man. 
He believed in and loved a rational enjoy- 
ment of life,-within his means. ‘But he 
found little pleasure in the good things of 
this world unless he could share them with 
others. i 

His hospitality, and the readiness and 
willingness to giv his time and labor to 
any project which promised a day of pleas- 
ure and enjoyment to his large circle of 
friends, are well known. ` He loved to see 
around him cheerful faces and laughing 
eyes, and he never was so happy as when, 
amidst the beauties of nature, his friends 
made the welkin ring with their ‘joyous 
songs. 

For many years he has given much of 
his attention to advance the interests of 
the San Jose Turn Verein. His efforts on 
behalf of this society hav been most un- 
selfish and. ceaseless. Having once con- 
vinced himself of the correctness: of the 
principles which the society and the or- 
ganization of which itis a part, pursue, he 
not cnly indorsed them, but did all in his 
power to place the society in a position 
that it might be enabled to successfully 
earry them into effect. 'The void which 
his death causes in the ranks of that so- 
ciety may never be filled. 

In the prime of his days he was a pains- 
taking, careful, and successful business 
man; and it is to these qualities that he 
owed the competence which comforted his 
declining years. And he enjoyed the sat- 
isfaction of knowing that it was all earned 
honestly, acquired rightfully. 

With all that, he was a patriotic man, a 
law-abiding citizen. As such he has ren- 
dered the community valuable services in 
his time. And although he never forget 
the Fatherland, and rejoiced in its social 
and political anvancement, he neverthe- 
less was a true American, and loved his 
adopted country above all. -By his death 
his friends and the c mmunity suffer an 
irreparable loss, But it is the family that 
will miss the steady and safe hand that has 
guided its affairs. He was a true and no- 
ble husband, a kind father, and yet firm 
in his kindness. 

In matters of religion he was exceed- 
ingly liberal and tolerant. ‘‘ Let every 
man believe according to his convictions 
and according to the light which he pos- 
Sesses," was his motto. He himself was 
not a believer in creeds and dogmas. He 
believed that a man’s life should be his 
creed. If that principle is carried out, it 
matters little what the sequence of. this 
life may be, retribution or reward; in the 


case of our friend it can only be rewnrd..| 


Whatever his idéas in this regard may hav 
been, let us hope that his fondest expecta- 
tions may now be realized. 

A good man is gone. May his memory 
ever be cherished by his friends. Peace 
to his ashes. 

FROM THE SAN JOSE ' MERGOURY." 

The services both at the residence and 
at the grave were very impressiv, and 
were attended by a large number of 
friends. The spacious parlors of the fam- 
ily residence were filled to overflowing by 
people who had assembled to pay their 
last respects to the deceased. Many beau- 
tiful floral tributes were received. One nf 
the largest and prettiest pieces was a pil- 
low with the words, ** Rest, Grandpapa," 
which was encircled by a beautiful wreath 
of flowers. Among the other tributes were 
a lyre of roses, a harp, pillows, a broken 
wheel, sheaves of wheat, and many others, 
including bouquets of yarious choice 
flowers, 

The services and fnneral were under the 
auspices of the San Jose Turn Verein, the 
deceased being one of the prominent mem- 
bers of that organization. 

The solemn services were conducted by 
Emile Liess, speaker of the German.Inde- 
pendent Congregation of Sin Francisco, 
In his address he spoke of the upright life 
of the deceased. He dwelt upon the prin- 
cibles of liberty which Mr. Magenheimer 
had always upheld. He was a patriot in 
Germany during the Revolution of 1848, 
and was compelled to leave for America 
with other noble spirits, The speaker 
characterized him as one of the best 


fighters for freedom.in every respect, and. 
in concluding he said; ‘‘ He will liv, al- 


He was ever ready to help those |. 


though dead, in the hearts of his family 
and his friends"  . f 

After the address the cortege passed on 
to Osk Hill Cemetery. The hearse wag 
preceded by a band and the members of . 
the Turn Verein. The funeral was one of 
the largest ever seen in San Jose. 

At the grave the services opened with a 
song by the San Jose Turn Verein Gieg 
Club, ‘‘ Everywhere is Peace." This was 
followed by addresses in English and 
German by J. J. Sontheimer and Emile 
Liess, followed by the singing of '* Faro. 
well, Dear Brother,” by the Glee Club, 
The Turners, then, as a last token, gave 
their farewell by saying ‘‘ Gut Heil,” and 
the grave was then strewed with flowers. 

"The pall-bearérs were Franz Haner, 
Henry Roehr, Conrad Roehr, Charles 


‘Doerr, L. Henning, Karl Klein, Hermann 
‘Reich, and C. Bortelsmann. 


"The Prophet: Coneludes. 
‘Brooxtyy, N. Y., May. 25, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: Mr. Macdonald, in closing 


his part of -our discussion on Finance, 


hopes that his opponent ‘‘ will not take of. 
fense if he interposes no further argumen, 


against his position," and his. opponent 
hastens to assure him that ‘ taking of- 
fonse” at lack of argument has been out- 
lawed in Mr. Macdonald’s favor since the. 
beginning of this discussion, for the papers 
against the gold standard hav been desti- 
tute of anything more cogent than asser- 
tions, which, when attacked, hav been uni. 
| formly and heartlessly abandoned: by their 
progenitor, whose duty it was.to defend 
-them or else to acknowledge that they were 
not tenable, . Lest this: characterization 
should seem to smack of unfairness, a brief 
:snmmary -of the case seems necessary, as 
follows: The main point of the discussion 
was the assertion that free coinage of silver 
would drive: out gold, thus causing the 
necessity of adopting a silver monometal- 


ism instead of the gold standard, and forc- 


ing those who had accepted (and still held) 
silver while it was still exchangeable for one 
hundred in gold, to giv, at least, two silver 
dollars ‘for an’ article they had formerly 
got for.one, to the consequent detriment 


of all holders of both silver. and paper 
money, in the first place, and of all classes 
of the people, without regard to wealth or 


poverty, in the next place, by reason of the 


inevitable stagnation in business which 
would result from the disordered state of 
our currency that would ensue. ‘Mr. Mac. 
donald has defended the negativ of this 
proposition by simply denying the argu- 
ments offered a3 sustaining it, absolutely, 
without attempt to refute them, ‘which 
failure on hie part to show their fallacy 
induces the belief that the reasoning was 
sound, or else that my opponent’s knowl- 
edge of the subject under discussion was 
not commensurate with his desire to main- 
tain a successful negativ. In the line of the 
allegation my opponent has said that the 
possibility of exchanging fractional’ cur- 
rency for its full face, at will of the holder, 
although possessing in itself but.a tithe of 
that value, is not. the reason why they cir- 
culate at their face, and offered in support 
of this denial the fact that cents do not cir- 
culate at all on the Pacifica slope, because 
such small coins are not néedéd, which:cer- 
tainly can ‘be no reason why it&hould not 
be the fact of possible redemption; which 


| insures the holder against loss, that makes 


them acceptable at par, where they are 
needed. E 
Again, when my opponent claims that a 
government note is redeemed when the 
holder pays it out in the course of ex- 
change, it becomes plain that he puts a 
meaning on the.word ‘‘redeemed” which 
does not belong to. it, but which does find 
expression when ‘‘exchanged” is substi- 
tuted; and that, by this misuse of the 
former word, Mr. Macdonald‘has succeeded 
in befogging his acute mind, and has ren- 
dered null all the * argument" based on 
that misconception. Bat to call attention 
to all the unfounded and unsupported al- 
legations which my opponent asserts to be 
arguments, would be to rewrite the whole 
discussion, which, to those who hav had 
the patience to carefully. follow the discus- 
sion, would be needless, and to those who 
hav not so. followed it, fruitless ; so, with 
what has been already said, we will leave 
the discussion, which has passed, to the 
consideration and tender mercies of those 
who ean think if they want to, firm:in the 
convietion that the opinions of those who 
only think they think hav no scientific 
value, and conclude the discussion by 


pointing out ‚what, to the writer, seem to 
. þe- now -allegations quite as destitute. of 
foundation as those others to which atten- 
tion has from time to time been directed. 
' First, we are told that ‘‘ we hav a financial 
basis which is continually contracting, con . 
tinually depressing prices, and more and 
more repelling investment and enterprise.” 
Jf my. friend means that gold is being pro- 
-duced in. greatly smaller quantities than 
formerly, he has probably had access to 
dome statistics not known to the general 
student, for those which are accessible tell 
-ag that the production of gold is tolerably 
stable. If, he.means that the purchasing 
power -of. gold is increasing—as it is—it 
does not necessarily follow that the change 
is in the gold; in fact, it is tolerably clear 
to those who recognize the principles upon 
-whieh- progress is made, that the introduc- 
‘tion of labor-saving machinery, the estab- 
lishing of quicker and less costly methods 
of transportation, and the adoption of more 
economical methods, hav had the effect of 
decreasing the labor cost of all commodities 
—ineluding gold—and that competition 
among sellers has compelled a correspond- 
‘ing. fall. in prices, and that, therefore, if 
' gold had remained absolutely stationary as 
to labor cost. of. production, there would 
hav appeared a still greater diminution in 
the selling. price of all other commodities 
than is now the.case.. Therefore, if the 
foregoing argument is sound, it is certain 
that the rise in the purchasing power of 
gold is due almost entirely to the decrease 
in the cost of. producing those things for 
which goldisexechanged. This decrease in 
price could not possibly ‘‘repel invest- 
ment” nor shorten industry, for the reason 
_that' lessened prices induce wider consump- 
tion and thus tend to increase investment 
and broaden industry by increasing the 
demand for men.and thus increasing, to 
some extent, wages, to the consequent in- 
crease (to the same extent) of purchasing 
-power on the part of large numbers, from 
which it appears that our friend should 
amend his indiotment; for if it be admitted 
that gold is unstable, it rests with my op- 
ponent to present some basis for the cur- 
rency that would not fluctuate at all, or to 
a lesser degree than gold, for a basis of 
some intrinsic metal or other is indispens- 
able, and certainly silver is not the metal 
that will fill. the bill, since we hav seen it 
fall from a proportion of eight to one of 
gold, to a ratio which, to be in conform- 
ity with the market value, should be about 
thirty-four of silver to one of gold, within 
comparativly recent times. Finally, let 
‘me assure my friend, that while not a capi- 
talist, nor to any considerable extent a 
debtor, I am decidedly averse to having 
such a condition of the currency materialize 
as would compel me to pay gold prices, 
computed in depreciated silver, and to re- 
ceive in payment for the services from 
which my purchasing power is derived, the 
depreciated silver itself, uncontaminated 
by having been brought to a gold level, in 
spite of the fact that ‘‘ some women do not 
favor female suffrage,” and notwithstand- 
ing the. peculiar taste which induces an 


occasional prisoner to refuse to relinquish 


his chains (which seem rather like the 
flowers that bloom in the spring, having 
apparently nothing to do with the, case). 
In taking final leave of my opponent, I am 
forced to acknowledge that he has made as 
i offectiv a defense of his side of the case as 
any man could who had neglected to make 
himself familiar with the most cogent argu- 
ments favoring free coinage, It seems to: 
. me ‘clear that a. reasonable amount of study 
of the financial question will convince my 
opponent that there is nothing for the 
masses—nor the classes—in the so-called 
-cheap money,.and.that increasing knowl- 
edge and wider experience are constantly 
lessening the number of those who believe 
that bimetallism, free silver coinage, or an 
irredeemable: paper currency is a ‘‘ sure 
- way to.grasp a hunk of prosperity," and 
that, in consequence, the probability is 
remote that my friend will ever be able to 
.point with pride to any nation which has 
re-established free coinage of silver at the 
present ratio, and by phenomenal prosper- 
ity thus gained, put him in a position to 
exultingly remark—after the manner of 
prophets from Gowanus or elsewhere—‘‘ I 
told you so!” E. O. Rosocox., 


About Certain Organizations. 
^3 MR.: EDITOR: -At several different times 
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I hav read in Taz TRUTH SEEKER severe 
comments and criticisms upon the Ameri- 
can Protectiv Association ‘‘and kindred 
organizations,” in which you invariably as- 
sociate the former with such as the National 
League for the Protection of American 
Institutions, the Junior Order of United 
Americans, Patriotic Order of Sons of 
America, etc. To make the parallel ap- 
peat justifiable you quote from some state 
or local appendix to the general laws of 
the A. P. A., which is not right. As your 
friend Reynolds says, as to the A, P. A.'s, 

“you are away off.” To do justice to the 
A. P. A.’s, you should consider their aims 
and objects and principles alone, and not 
endeavor to criticise them by comparing 
them with Dr. King’s League or the others 
quoted by me. The writer hereof knows 
whereof he. speaks, and he knows that 
Freethinkers, Atheists, or any non-relig- 
ionists are eligible to membership, and he 
knows that in this city an Atheist is Presi- 
dent of a council. The American Protectiv 
Association is purely political, but by no 
means partisan, and therefore disclaims 
the control.of the political affiliations of 
its members It is-tolerant of all creeds, 
but opposes the holding of official posi- 
tions, state. or national, by those who sub- 
‘ject the civil and political to ecclesias- 
tical authority. Surely this is Liberal. It 
denies the right of any ecclesiastical power 
to control the education of the youth of 
‘our land, and is opposed to the Bible or 
any other religious text-book in our public 
schools. It believes in the total and abso- 
lute divorce of church and state. It is 
opposed to the appropriation of the public 
moneys for any or all sectarian purposes. 
It favors the taxation of church property, 
and demands that **all hospitals, asylums, 
reformatories or other institutions in 
which people are under restraint," shall be 
open to government inspeotion. It op- 
poses the present infamous abuse of our 
naturalization laws, and favors the restric- 
tion of immigration to the better classes of 
foreigners, 

The above is about the sum total of its 
principles. It is but natural that Catholics 
should oppose them, for that church 
stands opposed to all of these. Because 
the majority of the membership of the 
American Protectiv Association are Prot- 
estants is no reason why Freethinkers 
should not join the order, no more than 
‘Lincoln, when he called for 300,000 sol- 
diers to put down the Rebellion, should hav 
accepted only men with blue eyes or red 
hair. 

While I believe that al}? religions, and 
especially the Christian, are- detrimental 
to human happiness, and hav brought upon 
mankind only misery, and that the Prot- 
estant wing of it would, if it ever got su- 
preme control, effectually destroy every 
vestige of freedom in America, I think, 
with Mr. Reynolds, that I can consistently 
unite, even with Protestants, to aid in the 
overthrow of 8 power which, while it 
pretends to be a church organization, and 
80 can the easier blind the people, is purely 
a political machine which adapts itself to 
the political conditions of the government 
in which it intends to operate, for the 
subversion of liberty and priestly supreme 
control, and one which all the world 
should unite to banish from off the face of 
the earth, that it may curse mankind no 
more. If, after this shall hav been done, 
Protestantism requires the same severe 

‘remedy, then it, too, must go, and man- 
kind be free. Let us not deny the aid of 
anybody in this trying emergency. 

RHADAMANTHUS. 

[We associate the various organizations 
named because their objects are substan- 
tially the same, differing only in minor 
details, As we hav said, papers friendly 
to one are friendly to the others. Neither 
Society attacks or criticises the others. 77, 
as our friend seems to hav been led to 
think, the American Protectiv Association 
opposes Protestant religious instruction 
in the schools, why does it not say so in 
language which cannot be misunderstood 
or evaded? It would be the easiest thing in 
the world to do. Whydoesitnot, through 
its papers and speakers, at least occasion- 
ally condemn the pro-Bible-in-the-schools 
attitude of the Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics, an organization 
which is coddled and advertised in most 
ofthe A.P.A. papers? Why does it notim- 

partially antagonize all bodies hostil to 


the secular state instead of making a secta- 
rian attack upon one alone, and that with 
weapons which no Freethinker should 
grasp? A society, no less than an indi- 
vidual, is known by the company it keeps, 
and until the American Proteotiv Associa- 
tion says publicly, authoritativly, and 
with the clearness of particularity that it 
is unalterably opposed to the Protestant 
church-state schemes of the Junior Order of 
United American Mechanics, the National 
League for the Protection of American 
Institutions and similar organizations, we 
shall be under the necessity of considering 
it and them as practically one body, in- 
spired by the same motivs, armed alike, 
and seeking.a common object—the politi- 
cal ascendancy of Protestant Christianity. 

"We hav.never disputed the fact that In- 
fidels are admitted to membership in the 
American Protectiv Association. The 
society is undoubtedly more than willing 
to get all the pecuniary, moral, and politi- 
cal assistance that it can. But so long as 
that organization shall fail to align itself, 
by word and actions, squarely in favor of 
the completely secular state, the state 
which discriminates against no man on 
account of his religious allegiance or his 
non-religious affiliations, we shall know 
that it is not dominated by the principles 
of Freethought, no matter if here and 
there an Atheist does hold office in a local 
or even in a state or the national body. 
There is a vital principle violated when 
Freethinkers fraternize with Protestants 
on the sectarian platform of the latter; 
the refusal of Lincoln to accept for the 
army no men except those who had blue 
eyes or red hair would hav been an act of 
mere caprice. Speaking paradoxically, 
Rhadamanthus's parallel is not a parallel. 

Rhadamanthus asks if the purpose of 
the American Protectiv Association to shut 
out of office those who ‘‘ subject the civil 
and political to the ecclesiastical author- 
ity" is not Liberal. Treason consists in 
overt acts. Holding to a certain theory 
concerning the relativ obligations of the 
civil and religious authority is not an overt 
act. If it were, Protestant Christians 
would be debarred from office also, for 
they hold that God is the supreme sover- 
eign of consciences. And the ethical phi- 
losopher no less than the Catholic and the 
Protestant believer holds with William H. 
Seward that there is a ‘‘ higher law " than 
the dictum of the legislature. They differ 
only as to the nature and sanctions of that 
law. If all men who, under some con- 
ceivable circumstances, would subject the 
civil to the religious or ethical obligation 
are to be denied the privileges of citizen- 
ship, then no man who can feel or think, 
will hereafter hold office. 

We are told that the American Protectiv 
Association ‘believes in the total and abso- 
lute divorce of church and state.” So say 
the National Reform Association, the Amer- 
ican Sabbath Union, the Junior Order of 
United American Mechanics, the League 
of which Dr. King is the secretary, and 
other similar bodies, but we know that the 
assertion is not true, so far as these socie- 
ties are concerned. We know that some 
of these organizations are working with 
frantic zeal to make this republic a the- 
ocracy, and that none of them comes 
within a thousand miles of the secular 
position. We hav the best of reasons for 
thinking that the American Protectiv As- 
sociation is not in favor of the absolute 
divorce of church and state, no matter 
how sincere Secularists a very small 
minority of its membership may be. If 
Rhadamanthus is right why does not the 
society place itself on record against the 
Sunday legislation of the present day? 
Why does it not send to Congress a 
thundering protest against the two Sunday 
bills now pending in that body? Why 
does it not demand the elimination of the 


Bible from the public schools? In short, 


why does it-not do something besides in- 
flame the prejudices of one division of 
Christians against another division of 
Christians? 

Just a word anent the ‘‘ foreign” busi- 
ness and the Rehellion. Of course we are 
getting some very undesirable people from 
Europe, for there are such people in all 
parts of the world. But it is perfectly 
safe to say that there are more earnest Free- 
thinkers among our importations, in pro- 
portion. to the total number, than among 
nativ Americans. And among nativ Chris- 


tians where will you find so large a body 
activly opposed to the Christian amend- 
ment as the Lutheran church which has 
sent so many protests to Congress against 
that amendment? It is very foolish to 
politically boycott either foreigners or 
Catholics. Men are to be judged and pun- 
nished for what they do, not for what they 
believe or because they were born in some 
particular place. Has our friend for- 
gotten that the greatest struggle in which 
this nation ever engaged, a struggle for its 
very existence, was the slaveholders’ re- 
bellion, and that that rebellion had its 
seat in a section of the country where 
there always has been a very small ‘‘ for- 
eign” population—the smallest of any part 
of the Union—and where the Catholic 
church is weaker than in any other divi 
sion of the country? 

The talk about uniting the world to 
“banish” the Catholie church ‘‘ oft the 
face of the earth ” (by shutting Catholics 
out of civil offices, apparently!) is very 
singular, to say the least, coming from a 
Freethinker. No religion can be crushed 
by political combinations. Much individ- 
ual suffering may be caused, but ‘‘the 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church.” Freethought and science, the 
slow but sure processes of education, alone 
can do the work which Rhadamanthus 
seems to fondly hope the American Pro- 
tectiv Association can accomplish. When 
a Freethinker talks in this way you may 
be sure that the atmosphere of the society 
which he is defending is surcharged with 
the baleful bigotry of Protestantism in- 
stead of being permeated with the health- 
ful spirit of Freethought. 

Of all the unsubstantial dreams of vis- 
ionaries this that the Catholic church in 
the United States is about to seize the 
reins of government is the most prepos- 
terous. That church cannot do it with- 
out Protestant aid. It is overwhelmingly 
in the minority, holding in its allegiance 
only a fraction of our population. The 
leaders of that church are not fools, what- 
ever else they may be. They are not go- 
ing to beat their brains out against a 
stone wall by starting a rebellion. Let 
Protestants bear in mind the injunction, 
** Physician, heal thyself,” and the secular 
republic will be maintained with perfect 
ease. Keep laws in favor of the common 
Ohristianity of both Catholic and Protes 
ant off the statute books and the Catholic 
church is helpless. It is Protestant tres- 
son to the fundamental principles of relig- 
ious liberty that we hav to fear, not Oath- 
olic arrogance. The lattercan do nothing 
except by alliance with the former. Of 
course if the relativ strength of the two 
divisions were reversed, there would bea 
different tale to tell, but we are dealing 
with things as they are, not as they would 
be if they were totally different. Not un- 
til Protestants trample the Constitution 
which guarantees equal religious freedom 
need we fear the Catholics. Tax church 
property (not merely because it is Catho- 
lic church property nor even because it is 
church property, but because it is prop- 
erty); keep the Bible and religious in- 
struction out of the schools, abrogate all 
Sunday laws—in & word, sTAND BY THE 
Demands or Liseratism—and the Cath- 
olic church will never wield the scepter of 
political authority. 

Protestant cowardice or treason alone 
can prepare the way for Catholic domina- 
tion. Protestants and Freethinkers hold 
the destiny of this country i in the hollow 
of their hands. There is neither need 
nor excuse for waging & war of pro- 
scription upon a minority church. Itean- 
not control legislation while we are loyal 
to the Constitution. Stand for the broad, 
vital, fundamental principle of religious 
equality before the law. Anything less 
than this or more than this is unworthy 
the traditions of Freethought, andis sui- 
cidal. ‘Thomas Paine well says: '*An 
avidity to punish is always dangerous to 
liberty. It leads men to stretch, to mis- 
interpret, and to misapply even the best of 
laws. He that would make his own liberty 
secure, must guard even his enemy from 
oppression; for if he violates this duty, he 
establishes & precedent that will reach 
himself." Keep church and state separate, 
but do not ostracise the individnal Chris- 
tian because you call the organization to 
which he: belongs ** political ” instead of 
religions: —Ep. T. 8.] f : 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Maas., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
en the night js beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Waiting for the Boys to Grow. 


"Mother, in the cottage yonder, 
Why into the future wander. 
Wishing for your boys to grow? 
‘Childhood’s love is better, purer ; 
:Of them you are ever surer 
Ere into the world tt ey go. 


"While unto your voice they hearken, 
Ne'er a shade fhey'll cause to darken 
Your young motherhood's bright sky. 
Take each hour its store of pleasures, 
Sure Jove’s choicest, rivhest trea" ures 
Round your babies’ childhood lie. 


Wait not for the days your planning, 
All bright omens ever scanning, 
Preseming day-dreams for your boys. 
Others, too, hav lost life's sweetness, 
Lort their hopes in full completeness 
' All by wasting present joys. 


Future’s oft a strange undoing 
Of the castles now we’re viewing— 
Tow'ring castles in the air. 
So, fond mother, cease yc ur yearning, 
Taste the sweets you now are spurning, 
While your babes are free from care. 
Good Housekeeping. 


Home Again. 


The editor of the Children’s Corner has 
returned from her visit to California, and 
is once more at her post in her own sanc- 
tum. She is confronted by a small car- 
load of letters, manuscripts, and other 
literary matter accumulated in her absence, 
all of which will receive proper attention. 
The Oorner will now be given to corre- 
spondents, whose kindness, patience, and 
long-suffering are duly appreciated. The 
‘editor of the Corner is greatly pleased 
with her visit in the great West, and will 
carry with her, as long as she livs, pleasant 
memories of the generous and large- 
hearted people she has met, who made her 
welcome wherever she went. 


Across the Continent—Continued. 


The best of friends must part at last, and 
it was with real grief I said good-by and 
farewell to friends at San Francisco on the 
27th of April, when leaving for Tulare. 
Life is made up of meeting and parting, 
and Byron’s 


** Fare thee well, and, if for ever, 
Still for ever, fare thee well," 


rings ever down the aisles of time in tones 
of sadness and regret. 

My way lay tbrough the beautiful San 
Joaquin Valley, a sweet, enchanting road, 
through fertil plains, green mingled with 
the yellow gold of the attractiv California 
poppy, seen always and almost every where, 
and here a!so I noticed a beautiful white 
vlume-like flower that had not before sp- 
peared in my journeyings. Cattle ranches 
and many horses and black pigs were seen, 
andonecannot help wondering why the pigs 
are all black instead of white. This valley 
appeared fruitful enough, but in somelocal. 
ities lack of rain has resulted in much mis- 
chief and dismay. Itis said that the cattle 
are starying, and one owner of a ranch 
offered five hundred head of horses at a 
dollar apiece, rather than they should die 
of starvation. The day was perfect, the 
sky of a sapphire blue, upon which floated 
purple-rimmed cumuli, and just above the 
mountain ranges lay long stretches of soft 
white flakes, with projecting masts, like 
ships laden with masses of fleecy wool. 

But it was sad to see so many tramps 
with all their worldly possessions in a pack 
on their backs, tramping over the plains in 
search of that which they hav a right to 
demand—honest labor. Their pay, when 

‘they get work to do, is meager ; and their 
employers do not afford them shelter—they 
must lie down on the ground anywhere, 
but, fortunately, the climate is so mild no 
harm results from thus sleeping out of 
doors. 

We passed through Fresno, a great raisin 
country, as you know, and a lively place 
apparently. The weather is generally very 
warm here; so hot sometimes, a lady told 
me, that, in washing clothes, while wring- ! 


‘easy to imagine yourself in paradise. 


ing one end of a sheet the other end would 


get quite dry. 


After leaving Fresno we came into a 
blooming alfalfa country, where herds were 
grazing, comfortable and happy, unmind- 
fulof the lotof their less fortunate brothers 


on the barren plains. 


California is such a wonderful country— 
such 8 varied and strange, yet fascinating 
country—a rich land of fruit and flowers— 
and fleas! O yes! the fleas must not be 


forgotten, for they are a part of the produc- 


tions of this great tract of plains, of hills 
and valleys, of golden sands and startling 


earthquakes, of milk and honey, alkali and 
blinding sand storms. A dead horse lay 
on one of the arid plains and close bv a dog 
watched the remains. Perhaps the two 
bad been friends together, or, maybe, the 
dog was calculating on a meal from the 
decaying carcase. We cannot know, and 
the scene vanished as we came to a flowing 
river, near Kingsford, winding its way in 
and out among wooded islands, its edges 
bordered by graceful overhanging trees 
and thick shrubbery. 

How do I like Western people? Well, I 
like them. Easy. hearty arid honest in 
their greetings and hospitality, you at once 
feel at home among the Californians. 

There are fewer barriers of ceremony 
and conventior ality thau in the East; and 
to the Easterner the simple, unostentatious 
ways, the absence of Mrs. Grundy, is sim- 
plv charming, as well as most novel. 

Tt is the same every where, in the palaces 
and in the shanties, except, perhaps, in 
some instances, where the inmates may 
think it aristocratic to be condescending 
and patronizing. There are always some 
who study to be genteel under all circum- 
stances, as, for instance, when a family had 
for supper only bread and water and pea- 
nuts, they ordered the servant to bring the 
finger bowls. 

A DAY AT PASADENA. 

While at Los Angeles, or Za Puebla de 
Nuestra, Senora la Reina de los Angeles, 
which, literary translated, means the Town 
of Our Lady, the Queen of the Angels 
{great name that], we went one day out 
to Pasadena, and really it is one of the 
most delightful spots seen in many a day. 
Pasadena is indeed, as its name indicates, 
the **Crown of the Valley." It lies in a 
charming corner of the San Gabriel valley, 
at the foot of the Sierra Madre range of 
mountains. As soon as you enter the city, 
you breathe the perfumed air, and it is 
The 
way to Pasadena from Los Angeles is 
through groves of orange and lemon trees, 
the trees Jaden with yellow fruit and dotted 
with blossoms, scenting the atmosphere for 
wiles around. Mrs. F. D. O., of Yoko- 
hams, was with me that day, and arriving 
at Pasadena we tried to find some burros 
in order to ride to Mount Lowe, but nota 
burro could we find, so we sauntered 
around town, lunched in a bakery, where 
you can get four cakes for five cents if you 
take them away, and if eaten in the shop 
the price is five cents for three. We had 
great fun over the bargain, but decided to 
hav our cakes in the shop with coffee. We 
bought a ‘‘mermaid’s cradle” in a store, 
and wished we might meet some of our 
Pasadena children in our rambles. 

Fred Folsom, who keeps a fruit store in 
Colorado street, and upon whom I hope 
our Pasadena friends will call, gave us 
loquats, a new kind of fruit, at least to one 
of us, and directions how to get to Alta- 
dena. 

What an enchanting drive that was, 
flower-embowered homes on either side, 
roses in profusion, orchards with the golden 
fruit peeping from amid glossy foliage, and 
fragrance everywhere! At Joe Madill’s 
ranch we lolled under the trees, ate the dif- 
ferent kind of oranges, and gathered a 
bouquet of orange blossoms. Then we in- 
spected the Armstrong place, which is for 
sale, price $15,000, for handsome house 
and ten acres of fruit-bearing trees. A 
thousand dollars an acre is asked for orange 
bearing land. We decided that had we 
fifteen thousand dollars lying around loose 


we would exchange it for the Armstrong 


ranch at once. 
We visited other orange groves, ate more 
fruit by the roadside until we could hold 


no more, and finally got back to Pasadena 
and Folsom’s place, to whom we gave an 
* Now you must | 


account of our rambles. 


and me. 
holidays. 


bav a milk shake,” said the proprietor of 
the little store, who was formerly s New 
Hampshire man. ‘‘ What's a milk shake?’ 
inquired my Yokohama friend, who knew 
about everything else but that, and who 
watched the maturing of that milk shake 
with much interest. Very reluctantly we 
turned away from lovely Pasadena, bear- 
ing memories of the sunlit day that will 
remain fragrant for ever more. 


8. H. W. 
—A— 


Correspondence. 


Mr. Smith's Opinion of our New Book— 
“Right Living.” 
Geneva, April 9, 1894. 
Miss S. H. Wrxson—Dear Madam: Thav 
just heen scanning your book—‘“‘ Right 
Living.” I can hardly say too much in 
its praise. It is just splendid. I am so 
full of work I could hardly get time to 
look through it. You appear to hav 
thought of all there is to be said about 
living right. Ww. Swurra, 


PELLA. IA.. March 17. 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: My papa takes THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and-I read the Children's 
Corner. We hav nine churches in our 
town and only a few Infidels, so we hav no 
place to go on Sundays except to church 
and Sunday-school. Iwish we had Liber. 
als enough so that we could hav Sunday- 
schools of onrown. I don’t think it does 
anv good to study fables. 

The Methodists were trying to hav & re- 
vival here a few weeks ago, and the 
preacher told all to stand up that wanted 
to go to heaven; and a great many stood 
up. Then he told all to stand up who 
wanted to go to hell. Only one man re- 
sponded, who rose to the hight of about 
six feet. And such a laugh you never 
heard in church. All seemed to be sur- 
prised; even the preacher was so astonished 
that he didn’t know what to say. 

Yours truly, Eprru Fisx. 

P.8.—We hav 2,500 inhabitants in our 
town, mostly Hollanders. 


ListowEL, ONT., OAN., Mar. 27, 1894, 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I hav just been read- 


ing the Children’s Corner, and it has in- 


spired me to write again. I liv on a farm 


about three miles south from Listowel. 
Listowel is a town built on a river, which, 
when it overflows its banks, floods the 


cellars. With a population of about 2,500, 
it supports eight churches and four hotels, 
while it has only two institutions devoted 


to education, the public and high schools. 
I attend the high school. 


We hav three 
very good teachers, Mr. Philips, Mr. 
Irwin, Mr. Treleaven. They are all 
Christians. 

I hav a brother living in Montana. He 
went there about three years ago, and ap- 
pears to like the country very well. I hav 
a brother teaching; when he was home for 
his Easter holidays he took away a num- 


ber of TRUTH SEEKERS, although he has to 


read them secretly, or he might lose his 
certificate, I hav a sister teaching; she 


just started at Christmas, and she appears 


to like it very much. I hav also a brother 
and sister at home with mother and father 
I am at home now for my Easter 

I board in town in the winter, 
and drive toschool in the summer. There is 


only another girl beside me who is a Free- 


thinker in the school. We hav quite a 
number of Freethinkers around. here; 
while we hav some who see through the 
nonsense of the Bible, but are nfraid to 
say so; while we hava great many bigoted 
Christians. The lady with whom I board 
is a stanch Presbyterian. One evening I 
went to prayer-meeting with her, and 
sometimes I could hardly keep from 
chuckling at things the minister would say, 
while others were taking it all in. I even 
thought one man prayed for me when he 
asked God to hav mercy on those who had 
come to church for the first time. Al- 
though I hav lived here for sixteen years, 
that was the first time I was ever ina 
church around here. 

In reading the Corner, I pay particular 
attention to the letters of George Rems- 
burg. Ithink he is a wonderful writer, 
and feel sure that he will grow up to bea 
great worker to the cause of Freethought. 
We bav none of your bogke, although I 
would like very much to fav them. We 
hav all of Colonel Ingersoll’s lectures, and 
I appreciate them very much. 

The climate here is moderate, although 
sometimes in winter very cold and in sum- 
mer very hot. We hav not had a very 
severe winter this year; we had about a 
month’s sleighing before Christmas; but 
the snow all went away for Christmas and 
New Years. and we hav only had abouta 
month’s sleighing since. 

Iwould like very much if you would 
send me your picture. I would like it if 
some of the writers to the Corner would 
write tome. Hoping to see this in print, 

I remain, your friend in Freehought, 

HESTER PIcknina. 
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tific knowledge and ability. And this is & part of | 
his conclusion regar ag the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

.* Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta. 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through. 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical Philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
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ism, and this to the. extent of rendering the 
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Woman: Four CENTURIES or PROGRESS. 


By Susan H. Wixon. No. 37 of the 
Price 10 


“Truth Seeker Library.” 
cents, ` 


The contrast between women at their 
best four hundred years ago and now is 
vividly related, while the cause of their 
subjugation is traced much farther back— 


even to the fable of original sin.— Dr. 
Foote's Health Monthly. 


A noble address bya noble woman. It 


should be read by every woman and every 
man. Especially excellent to place in the 
hands of women who are members of the 
church.—Progressiv Thinker. 
TuuwssoREWw AND Rack. Torture imple- 
ments employed in the Fifteenth and 

Sixteenth Centuries for the promulga- 

tion of Christianity. By Geo. E. Mac- 

donald. Price 10 cents. 

A concise, graphic account, with picto- 
rial illustrations, of the instruments of tor- 
ture used by churchly inquisitors to con- 
vert or destroy heretics and Infidels. — 
Progressiv Thinker. 


A description, with ghastly illustrations, 
of the torture implements of the times of 
the inquisition, which hav been on exhibi- 
tion in this city during the past winter, 
It is human history, not creditable to 
mankind, and the only cheerful aspeot of 
it is that we hav grown out of that stage.— 
Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. 

‘‘Thumbscrew and Rack” is another 
Truth Seeker Company pamphlet by Geo. 
E. Macdonald. This witty writer givs an 
account of an exhibition of instruments of 
torture he inspected in New York. His 
humor resta upon a solid ground of serious- 
ness, and the pamphlet is one with a pur- 
pose. The letterpress descriptions are 
helped by grewsome woodcuts, and the 
reader who turns over these twenty-four 
pages will get a good idea of how Ohris- 
tianity was promoted in ‘‘ the brave days of 
old.” George Macdonald’s pamphlet 
should hav a wide circulation. —London 
Freethinker. 


“Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Chris- 
tian?” is the title of a book upon this most 
noted question by J. E. Remsburg. Like 
many other of the leading men of the 
past, Abraham Lincoln was claimed by 
both sides—the Christians and the Lib- 
erals. The fact in this matter as in all 
other matters is well to be known. The 
fact that he was or was not a Obristian 
cuts no figure in his claim upon the 
esteem of the people as a great man and a 
statesman. The anro value of the 
book lies in the evidence that it places be- 
fore the people that all that is said is not so 
and that everyone who reads should think. 
Mr. Remsburg argues that Lincoln was 
not a Christian and in his argument he 
makes use as witnesses of the members of 
Lincoln’s cabinet and many others—8 total 
of about a hundred persons. The book is 
strongly written, Truth Seeker Co., New 
York, Price $1.— Winona Weekly Leader. 


Rieut Livine. By Susan H. Wixon, is a 
handsome cloth bound book published 
by Chas. H. Kerr & Co., Chicago, and 
sold in New York by The Truth Seeker 
Co. Price $1. 

It is made up of short chapters which 
may be safely prescribed one at a time, in 
place of mornivg prayers for those who 
hav neglected that custom, but if one were 
to read it through like a book, he might 
get discouraged. We all find Dr ies 
morality far easier than its practice, an 
even in the preaching there are more 
ready to talk than listen. This is a 
thoroughly commendable book, as it shows 
sufficient reasons for right doing without 
reference to one’s religious belief—that 
there is abundance of sanction for morality 
aside from religion; and the only pity is 
that so few will read it of those who might 
be helped by it, but that is the standing 
regret about all good books. If it were 
adopted for use in schools there could be 
no possible objection from any sect or 
ereed, and we should think it might be 
especially helpful to teachers who must 
do more or less preaching in moulding 
youthful ideas as to criterions of right or 
wrong.—Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. 

It is neither invidious nor disparaging 
to any one of the women’s names which 
constitute a brilliant galaxy in our Ameri- 
can literature, to assert or admit that each 
has some marked trait or peculiarity by 
which the expert critic, or even the popu- 
lar eye, can distinguish a special one from 
all the others. Indeed, to be a writer of 

' original mark, requires a verification of 
the truthful axiom that no two human 
beings can ever be exactly alike, either in 


ever be precisely the same. 
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organization or training, and that there- 
fore the brain out-givings of no two can 
And the 
claim set up by the writer of these sen- 
tences for. Miss Wixon is, that her charac- 
teristics of understandable plainness and 
affability are so marked as to readily distin- 
guish her among the long list of able 
women. 

In her writings there is no effort at 
effect. The stream of attractiv ideas runs 
on in limpid words that reach the heart 
and conscience of the reader without fail, 
carrying with them the conviction that the 
writer is in dead earnest, and is bound to 
win over the affections and the reason to 
join in the benevolent determination *‘ to 
leave the world better than she found it.” 
And in her latest work ‘‘Right Living,” 
recently published, her strong proclivities 
are so marked as to make the book ex- 
ceedingly attractiv, both to old and young. 
It is full as much ag any of her preceding 
works a book for the family circle, and 
should be in the possession of every lib- 
eral-minded head of a family, at least. 

It is judiciously divided into short chap- 
ters, thus giving the reader rest and vari- 


ety; and although the chapters are in- 


themselvs complete monographs, they are 
all pointing to the grand central issue of 
“ Right Living.” C. 8. 
ie ——— ———— 

Careful Attention 
to the healthful feeding of the cows pro- 
ducing the milk received at our conden- 
soriesis vitally important. We rigorously 
prohibit the use of foodsnot qualified to 
produce pure, wholesome milk. Hence, 
the superior quality of the Gail Borden 
Eagle Brand Condensed Milk, 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ~ 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, aud the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D. 
Fourth Eattton. 


Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. >- 
Part If.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 


chapters. 


Part IIL—Derivastion of Ohristianity ; twenty 
chapters. 
Part IV- bene Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Press Notices. 
The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
ood, and as the facts upon which the argument 
s based are largely Christian, our theological 


friends will have some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 


This book is one of the most thorough and 


learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.—The Freethinker, London. 


Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 


ture of the nineteenth century.—Progressive 


Thinker. 
Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 
Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 


COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
s L4 
His Knee 

A new edition of that splendid prose poem 
“Life,” by "the prince o orators)” Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 

urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
"ruthtully described as, " one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanshiv. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 


‘price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


THE CRUTH SEEKER, ` 


R Tofewatta nlana Now Vary. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatiyely and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000 sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 925c. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Tantas and oS TEE RUNT SEEKE 

ess 
28 Lafayette Place, New TE 


| Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised:and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. | 


Introduction by : : 
ROBERT Q. INGERSOLL. : 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. - 
The Trade Supplted at Spectat Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters, 
Price. cloth, $1; paper. 50 cénts. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. I Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. | Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 

A Splendid Judge of à Woman The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Ohain—The Boler House 
Mystery The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Rappels 
Fate—My Patient's Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 

Piefsce—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throw. in With the City's Dead—An Irre- 
spon ible Educated Olass—The Moral Re- 
spensibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Won anasan Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in :ts Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
po:ed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
ense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


L K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. N 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Ohristian church are phirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions." Prife, 10 cents. 5 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘Think of 
a minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to unde ako & 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!” 
Price. 10 cents. À 

Followers of Jesus, Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 

ice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 

The Public Schools and the Catholie 

Church, Price, 5 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Bry. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Prite.15 cants. Address this office. 


. *; seen: . : . i ae 
Symbol of Shelley’s verse; his wings wi 


| Gems of Ehought; 


Man is manlier-for being something, no 
for believing something.— Investigator, i 
- "Tuis country will not be &land.of për- 
fect freedom "until it secures the diBesisb-: 
lishment of ‘all the -political -:parties that: 
hav thrived upon prejudices and plundér 
—Galveston News. .. scis piani m 
`“ Wun kings, in dusty darkness hid, 
Hav left a nameless pyramid,” “2°. : 
‘peasants may send down their name-to the 
world's end iu vigorous brain and üneonz 
taminated blood.—Saladin: | n 


Tue standard of happiness 


e 


THERE never wasa book so sacred that 
it could: sanctify s lie. “All truth istholy; 
whether it be writtén'in books, or: stonés! 
or stars; and all error is unholy, no matter 
in what scriptures it may:be. Morals that 
cannot be defended ought to be con- 
demned. It is not within the power of the. 
sanhedrim, or the synod, or the: ecumen:: 
ial council, to convert bad morals into: 
good religion, —M. M. Trumbull. f 


your own arms. 
will impose his law. upon -you.. He; will 
thrust you right and left and up and down 
for his own purposes, ` He: compels ‘the 
principle you would mutually serve to 
play lackey to his personal power. — Horace 
L. Traubel, 6 eee td 


WE still pray for a fine: harvest, but we 
really consult the barometer, and believe 
more in the ‘prophecies of ‘meteorologists 
than in an answer to our prayers; Ze 
Deums for victories excite ‘more ridicule 
than sympathy, and we encounter «the 
cholera by improved systems: of ‘drainage 
without attributing much value to fastings 
and processions, In other words; the old 
belief in the supernatural is so far extinot 
that it could not be restoréd withouten- 
countering some of the most vigorous be- 
liefs of the time.—Lestie Stephen. 


Mr. Le GannrgNE leaps the final dif- 
culty by exclaiming that: '' Man has'/nó 
rights in regard to God." He shakes 
hands with St. Paul, who assertg the pot- 
ter’s power over the clay. Yes, but man 
is not clay. He livs and feels. He ‘has 
rights, even against God, The parent is 
responsible for his: child, the creator for 
his creature. The opposit doctrin is fit 
for cowards and slaves. ` It comes down to 
us from the old days, when fathers ‘had 
the power of life and death over their 
children; it dies out as we learn that the 


| first claim is the child's, and the first duty 


the parent's—G. W. Foote. 
Bowz birds hav wings immense and body 


small: aking Oe 
And when they fly the wings alone are 


& LI 
And bore 
. sheen; i ee 
Yearning to be the empyrean’s guest, .- 
On highest mountain tops he‘could not 


rest; : 
And oft he was the plaything of: the wind, 
Hither and thither dashed, mad, headlong, 


him to the gky's suprem ost 


blind; 
But should not poete mighty eagles be, 
That dare the tempest, and are ever free 
To make strong winds obey the ‘potent. 


VQ, Will? DE i: 
Yet why regret the want of pith and skill, 
Shelley ?—-Thou wast a being of the air; 


. And never shouldst hav. known earth’s 


food and care, — William Maccall. 


Ir we all sacrificed 'ourselvs «habitually 
and always, the world would beso much the 
more wretched in consequence; if we all de- 
yeloped ourselvs to the utmost of our abil- 
ity, the world would be so much the richer 
and happier. | Universal self-sacrifice is a . 
meaningless conoéption. If one person 


‘sacrifices himself or herself for the sake-of 


another, itis in order to make that other 
the happier. And if the other too lightly 
accepts the sacrifice, there is wrongrand 
injustice. Most often, indeed, we feel 
called upon to sacrifice ourselvs through 
some act of selfishness or wrong-doing on 


the part of our neighbors. Sacrifice is 
then, in itself, by no means a good thing; 
at best it is but apis ater. Itis foróéd 


upon us as & bad necessity by.untoward 
circumstances. If others could: be as 
happy without the need for our sacrificing 
ourselys, we should all be gainers. Bu 

Christianity has so exalted the false ideal-of 
sélf-sacifice as in itself a good thing that 
most people are genuinly.shocked to hear 
it even called in question. —Grant Allen, 


JY ot. for > Parsons. 


A DuTOH doctor whio has been making 
investigations in Java has found- the 
cranium, thigh-bone, and ¡grinder of-the 
Pithecanthropus erectus, supposed to be 
the ‘animal which : comes between the ape 
and the man. He ‘is recommended. to 


take them to Brooklyn for comparison 


with Talmage.—Freethinker. mE 


: Tis came under my own observation 
forty-five years ago, in an old log sehool- 
house in the backwoods of- Ohio: The 
parson: was sprinkling a large family of 
children belonging to anewly converted old 
sinner whom they had been trying to g 
into the fold Tori a long time. The chil 
dren numbered about a dozen and ranged 


in age from eighteen down to a baby in |. 


arms. The eldest one was marched up 
first and so:.on down to the youngest. 
One-boy‘about ten years of age had gone 


to sleep; the next youngest sat by his Sido; 


he was wide awake and when-he saw it 


would soon be his sleeping brother's turn |. 


to be baptized, he put his hand. on his 
shoulder and shook him and, whispering 


loud enough to be. heard all. over . the | 


house, said: ** Johnnie! Johnnie! wake up 
here and hav your G—d-d——d head wet!” 
The scene that followed can be ‘better 
imagined than described. =J, M. 


. SUNDAY TALK IN THE HORSE SHEDS, 

(Old Gray comments on the service to his mate.) 

p Tisn’t | so much that tlie: Sunday harness 
never seems to fit, 

‘hat the collar is tight, ‘an’ the check:rein 
draws on this queer, new-fangled bit, 


Nor yet.-£hat the: pasture. looks greener,’ 


somehow, this sort of half-rest day, 
That. galls me. most, Old Roan, but: the 
things I hear the people: say, > 


My shoulders ache and my knees are stiff, 
and it makes me want to fight . 

When I hear 'em sing, “O Day of ‘Rest! 
O'Day of Joy and ight!” 

Tor we started late, and. to get here soon 

" we'had tó trot our "best; 

'**Weloorüe, ," now hear 'em, '' delightful 
“morn, sweet day of sacred "reat!" 

Now the parson’s readin’ the scripture: 
** Remember the Sabbath day, 

‘In it thou shalt not do any work"— 

» ** Amen,” the people say; . 

*'"Thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
- thy cattle, thy ox, nor thy ass "— 

Don’t seem to exempt the horses; eh? S0 
. we'll let ‘the lesson pass, - 

Can't. you, step . al a little? The sun 

'' comes in this side— 

And it don’t say a word about the wife; I 
: reckon that’s why they decide 

That Sunday's a; day of rest on the farm 
‘from the labors of everyday life © 

“For everything the Lord hath made—ex- 

i cept the horse and wife. 


"Now, that’s our hymn; come, wake..up, 
Roan, that means us, D'I be bound—. 

‘Awake, my soull"—sing louder'n that; 
some souls sleep mighty sound— - 

. “Awake, my.soul, and with- the sun » 
that’s meant for me and you— 

‘Thy .daily course of duty run”—well 
that’s just what we do, 


“A righteous man P ec the life of 


: his beast^"—I'd- sm. 
At ‘the :parson’s text, but if I did they'd 
hear me for a mile; 
` For T trotted. the last ten minutes lame— 
. c, I'd picked up a hard, sharp stone— 
An’ could hear the old man growlin’ bet 
cause his seat.was “hard as & bone.” 


** Oould T but climb where Moses stood"— 
but half of thém wouldn't climb; 

They 4 pile in the wagon as full’s *twould 

.« ‘hold an’ ride up every time; 

If they had to walk, they'd do's they did 
when your pastern joint was sprained— 

i Rey say "Lwas too fur and stay at home, 
"like they: did the time it rained: 


Im going to write a hymn some day, an’ 
we'll sing it out in the sheds; 


.. the rain upon our heads; 

„Welcome, the slush, the snow that drifts, 
thë mud that irritates, 
. . The storms that bring a Sabbath rest to 
^ 'the cattle within the gates,” 


„His voice was hushed, for the notes of 
`- Bong rose on the hallowed air: 
.*Praise God from. whom all blessings 
.flow"t—thanksgiving, praise, and prayer— 
: “t Praise him all creatures here below ”— 
-man, beast, and bird, and thing— 
"With the possible exception of the. farmer’s 
«wife, who, having to stay at home to 
i "prepare a dinner of chicken: soup, roast 
-*; beef; béets, onions, roasting ears, salad, 
»udding, two kinda of pie, and fruit, for 
: -her husband, three sons, four daughters, 
‘the pastor,. his wife and two children, 
the district secretary of the Home Mis- 
":8jon. Society, a distant relativ from the 
:eity come out to spend the day, and two 
hired men, and very little time, and not 
^ mach breath, and possibly not an ever- 
: dasting - superabundant inclination to 
usig.— Robert J. Burdette, 


‘` Welcome,.. delightful morn that pours 1 


THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


FOUR THOUSAND DROPS 
—in a bottle—small size—and: 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE 
in curing that troublesome 
CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 

MOSQUITO BITE, PILES, 
SUNBURN, .BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 
from which you are suffering. 
USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 


CAUTIO * gent purchaser demands 


QUALITY. Large botties—and large ` 
profits—to unscrupulous venders do 
not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 
by insisting that no weak substitute 


A discriminating intelli- 


be offered in place of the GENUINE ^ 


ube: EXTRACT 


|” MADE ONLY,BY 
> PONDS EXTRACT CO., 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


The Living Waters. 

To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and | kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 84 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21t18. 


ALL styles of watches from $1.38 up. Hand- 
some: catalogue f free. Safe Watch Co., 9. Murray 
street, New York. . 52t19 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbserew and Rack. Illustrations sve- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 

donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln; Was He a Christian? 
By Jonn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 
cents 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 2 
cents 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 2 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
iore it Ainge ilie 

arks O: avin: een - 
ligent Being. By the Editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 
Crimes of Préachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings, Paper, 25 cents. 


Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
e. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine. 
ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
evelopment, and ‘that the Promotion Ki 
Pleasure: is the Din of Philanth: ropy ang 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, 
“Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
He, ee cea By J acob Hartmann, M.D. 
oth, paper cents. 
Resurreetión of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 
Facts and Fictions of Life, By Helen 
H. Gardener. oth p paper, 4 cents. 
Woman, Church, and State, By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 
The Church aud Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. -Paper, 10 cents 
The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
: Paper, 10 cents. 
Bible “inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
. Paper, 35 cents: | ~ 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. - 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought, 


By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant. binding, over one hundre 
traits, $5. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vioars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paver, 50 nants: oloth, 75 conta 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


oe 


Anotent Votces 
from the Sptrtt 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to be ofz 
Heathen Origin. 


(ILLUSTRATED.] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address ` 


por- 
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- POND'S EXTRACT 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Snmmer Days at Onset, 84 pages. N- 

lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 

By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

Allin a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12m0, 800 Pp.. è 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

ys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. as Book, Without E y Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Rupersti- 
Hon for Children and Yout. Free- 

hinkers' Ohildren's Sion ook oe issued. 
5 | pago Mustrations anda smaller; large 
vpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, bf». boards, 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


The New God. . Price, 10 cents, 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
Scientific Bolntion, with some Oriticisms of 
Universolo 20 cents. 

Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
cents. aN rose epic of the war, ric! with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first „Pa o to last with the living Spirit of ton 
day.” — hu Swinton, 8 Paper. 

Golden rone, A Romance. ‘*The au- 

thor: certainly has, genius. que divine 

crontive e sper ark is within him, he book is 
de: manl thoug Bie, expressed in 
D words—the iranso È a manly min. 
Every Lib r als um Golden Throne.” 
ersoll. Price, 

ngerad à and Jesns. A conversation in 

e between the Nineteenth Oentury 

DI | and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 

ii is shown there is much in harmony between 
hem. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Hova. à A postio version of 
the Indian story o: e Garden o: en 
whica its superiori oa the mutilated copy— 
the Genesia segonds A shown. 06, 10 cane. 
fe. A Freethought 
br nh 85 cents. 
wae Erica ein Price, 25 cents, 


di 
For all of theab aboga Ey RE EKER R 00., 
m Laferotte place, New York. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, an the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 
triguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminate 
* Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. - 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur, 
ing her residence of five years as a novice 
EC years 88 & black nun, in the Hotel vin 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti 
Catholic book published has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation as thie 
work, To counteract its effects the Catholics 
eirculated a story that Maria Monk was "na 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame" was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents, 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
vears a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that iť the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
government: Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 


The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession. jncinding 
copious extracts from the “ Confessional 
masked,” from the “ Master Key to Poperv” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
toevery American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious svstem so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of 

ind" to the freedom of thought, speech. 
&otion. Price, paper, 25 ccnts. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. vised American edition, showing the 
result in parithes of the Roman decree that 
priests EN notmary. Price. paper. 1 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
HOA ec AT A Convent, Bore- 
pam Essex, Englan: owing that convents 

i fo hast tity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, do co: 


THE Ae Su ‘TH BHUKICR CO. 
2 Lafayette Liace, New York Hu 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. Newman. Price 2 sents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


outh. 
and. 


Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issuxs or 1891.—$3. 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891... sss es, gaa 25. 

Men, qvomen: and Gods. Helen ar- i 

The Age of ud "Nai ME DE 

20 

arist tian Absa oe on Voltaire. . 10 

The Crisis. omas, Dens Tllustrated 40 

pw y JohnE.Remsburg....... 95 
Travels in F. from Tradition to Roa- 

son. CAMS sesno oeoo cee 25 
Strike of a Bop ee ern N. Miller: .... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- » 
The Hi. igher Oriticiam in’ Theology ‘and Re- 

Hon. T. E. Longshore...........«.... 5U 
Teoma oF 1892.— : 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote...........-. 25 
Bights of Man. omas Paine. Ilusira- ii 
Was diisi Grucified? ‘Austin Bierbower. 10 
pit, Pew, and Oradle. 
Bible oe John É. Homburg. 35 
Disclosures of Maria Mo: 50 
pocket Theology. "Voltaire...........-.-. 25 
Why ut n't God Kill the Devilt M ‘Bab- is 
Liberty in Literature. 
Whitman, with Funeral onial to 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.,............ 25 

Six Lectures c on Astronomy. Richard As is 
rOOGtor........ 
Candle From Under the Bishoi. "Wm. À 2 
The Holy Bible. Abridged... sss 80 
False aims o 
Bemsburg............... aS eaxcréin seen: 40 
lasums of 1808. $8. 

Thomas, 1 Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert T 
The Creation. of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- i 
Orimes of Preachers : da the Ünited States. 

M. E. ngs. 25 
Resurrection of Jesus. 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W., 8. Be 50 
Religion & Ourse; Religion a „Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. §. P.Putnam........... 25 
Design A Argument Fallacies. . Editor of 

RUTH SEEKEB....... 15 
Abraham L Tanooln: ac He a Ghristian? = 


Pen penn E E in Words “Fai hius- 


trated. §. P. Putnam.. 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Pai 16 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos, Paine.. 15 
Pleasure, and Progress. Albert. M.-Lorentz, P 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein 10 

ible Inquirer. A, Jacobson 25 
Sister Luoy. er Awful Disclosures of 

ewhall Convent................... 10 

Woman: Four Oenturies of Progress. Susan : 

Wixon................ races 10 
issums or 1804.83. 

umbsorew and Rack, Geo. E 'acdonald: 10 
8elf-Contradictions of the Bibl .H.Burr" ` 16 


During the year, other standard’ Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
and th ey appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published i in one year. In ordering please say 
which rear is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these Manufactu- 
rer’s Prices. 
REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen's Size. ~ 

Prices: Io 8 ounce Here gese 7 jewels $5; H 
jewels, $650; 15 jewels, $8; 15 Jewels. fully ad- 
justed, 910; 17 jewels, EH ea, $14. In 3 ounce 
coin silver casa, A PI 15, $19. In 4 
ounce, $1 extra, In wu Me d filled, open face, 
81 year caso, $14, Moa HA $19,828. Hunting 
case, $3 extra. In 10 kt., 15 year case, either 
kind, 88 less. 

Ladies! Size. 

Pricer: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 2 year 
cases, 7 jewels, $18; 11 jewels, $14.50; 16 jewels, 
$19. In 14 kt, solid gold, hunting cases, $28. 
$24.60, $29. 
THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 fawele patent regulator. breanát (non- 
catchable) hair spring, beautitu i, double sunk 

aneled dial. nickel, gold damascened finish, ad- 
usted to heat and cold and positions. ` L ates 
improvements and guaranteed & perfect ti mo 
keeper. e E 
Gentlemen's Size. 

Prices: In 8 ounce alverine case, $10;'4 ounce 
coin silver. 895; gold filled 14 kt., 21 yéars, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 10 ae 15 year cases, $8 


less. 
Lattes’ Size. 


Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $30. 
In 14 kt. Sana ited old, hunting cases, #40. 
All gold and filled caser made bv best mannfac- 
turers as Boss, Ducher, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain, 
engine turned, ox artistically engraved. 
ods shipped by express, charges prepaid. 


SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWBLDR. 
Send for price-lists. ROCHELLE, IL. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


4 cele, Mental and Physical Debilicy 
and who ere desirous of bein: 


iscovery—an Onte 
mum m ication—2 ASI cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suo 
cree. , DR. R. P, FELLOWS, 
Bay Su you saw thisadver. -wineland,N. J 


EF- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and 1 uu the Froethinkers iD the- ‘land 
will give me their patr nage and not te 
tim Tey on Christian doctors.—Dr. ee T- 
lows 


NOTICE. 


The priest must | 


have the first ard. 
pest of evergthizg 
Èz Aa 


PU 


SEA 


ANANS 
SSS 


SS 
Rcs 
INNO 


PTS S 


l LOOKING OUT FOR NUMBER ONE. 


And the first of all the firstfruits of all things, and every oblation of all, of every sort of your oblations, shall be the 
priest’s; ye shall also giv unto the priest the first of your dough, that he may cause the blessing to rest in thine house.— 
Ezek, xliv, 80. , i 


Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated. 


3 


IT WILL | NE o 
S IT WILL 


CORNER 
THÉ 
PARSON. 


MAKE YOU 


LAUGH. 


Pp t. 
H i 
tor 4 


By WATSON HESTON. 


poe 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts R 0 
Given Concerning the Origin and Authenticity of the 400 Pages. 20 e 


Oid Testament—A Page of Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS: 
Jacob and Esau, . 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, 
Holy Moses, _ 
Balaam the Diviner, 
Bloody Joshua, 
The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 

Against Jabin and Sisera, f 

General Gideon, 


Jephthah and His Human Sacrirus. 
‘Samson the Strong, 
Ruth and Boaz, " 
i Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel 
à David, God's Favorite, « . 
Some Stories Peu e of Kings, 
js '' Sister," Adventures of the Prophets, 
ane of Twine, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Boards, iluminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, 81.50. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


Sustaining a Theory, : 
Some Giants, 

The Adventures and Work ef Noah, 

A Hunting Anecdote, 

Abraham, Christ's Great Ancestor, 

A Queer Family, 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


Řeynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestar 
of this kind, and will 
long as the Christians nse force to repress free. 
speech. Its legal acnmen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
qnence never eqnaled. Wherever Christian per- 
seoution is going on this argnment should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 35 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH RREKER 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Bx DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 

THE | 
Astronomical and Astrologic 
al Origin of ail Religions. 

Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 


the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AN AGNOSTIC'S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian's Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Trnth; 


*. 
ent ever made ina case Pilute's Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


e a model for the Bar 80 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate's Motive for Secreting 
the Bodv; Matthew's Account of the Resnrrection; Why the Angel Sat on fe Stone; 
Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan's Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesns Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 


Chief Priests Did Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Gnards? . 


The Origin of the Story; St. Paul's Acconnt; St. Panl’s Conversion; A Modern 
Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 
Contemporaneons Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 
Inspiration; Conelnsion. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents, 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Full-Page - 


1HE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


JY ws of the (Deck. 


Spain is all stirred up' over the death of 
a bull-fighter. As to the mangled: horgeg 
and bulls, that is another matter... .; 


Ovr correspondent, R. F. Grigsby, hag 
been nominated for Congress by the Peo. 


ple’s party of the first district of California, 


Tux usual number of labor troubles in 


‘Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania, 


and various other states.. Some lives sao- 

rificed. Es ERN ; 
Senator Tourrm- and Representative 

Strauss hav offered & joint. resolution for 


‘the abrogation of the extradition treaty 


with Russia. : 1 


Cor. F. C. ArmwswoRTH has finàily been: 
acquitted of all responsibility for -the ter- 
rible disaster in Ford's Theatre building, 
Washington, one year ago. ` 
: Tux Atlanta Constitution, having heard 
from Alabama, where the administration 
wing of the Democracy: triumphed, has 
greatly changed its tone toward Cleveland, 


. .Ds. HENRY L. SongUrmaG, of Brooklyn, 


was found guilty of vaccinating a sick man 
(supposed to be dying) against the protests 
of himself and family. Sentence was sus- 
pended. l 


Tuu international convention?of miners, 


| just held:in Berlin, was almost riotous at 


times, but still a tendency to union was 
displayed The English’ delegates, how- 


: | ever, were not at all in sympathy with the 


Socialistio views of the French and Belgian 
members. me 


Gray's Senate committee, ‘appointed to 
investigate charges of bribery, eto., is still 
sitting with closed doors, despite the al- 


.most unanimous protest of the press.: It is 


having much trouble with correspondents, 
who refuse to divulge the sources: of their 
information. - A 


Tux House of Magnates of Hungary has 
defeated the civil marriage bill, and Pre- 
mier Werkele has resigned. Bishops and 
courtiers voted against the measure which 
Kossuth had charged his countrymen to 


r 


enact, and which the common people want. 


The end is not yet; the bill will be aggiu 
| introduced. into the lower house, and the 


Magnates must eventually give way. 


` Mayor Horxiws, of Chicago, tells the: 
ious: meddlers, who: want bim to stop 


unday ball playing, that’ hecwas elected 


| by the liberal majority, that he sometimes 


witnesses a game on Sunday, and does not 
think it is very bad. He adds: that he oc- 
casionally plays ‘ball’ on Sundgy!and does 
not -think it has made him vicious. He 


| says:that he has not dene so since he was 


elected mayor, as he is at work in the office 
on that‘day ! Mr. Hopkins should be re- 
elected. :  . ML 

' Some deaths in Brooklyn, attributed to 
vaccination, hav intensified the opposition 


` | to compulsory vaccination, and assisted in 


perfecting the. organization of those who 
are activly antagonizing it. Health Com- 
missioner Emery makes this large claim : 
**T want one thing understood, and that is, 
that I hav the power to vaccinate every one 
that I see fit to. I could hav stationed 
policemen at all the entrances to these 
places [oil works, etc,], and refused to hav 
let the men leave the works until my orders 
were carried out." . à 


KennetH F. SurHERLAND, justice at 
Gravesend under McKane, and who jumped 
his bail and fled to Canada when convicted 


„| of a minor offense, has returned and sur- 


rendered. Under new indictments found 
against him he has been sentenced to one 
year in the penitentiary with a fine of $500, 
and one year and eight months in the state 
prison. He made a written confession 
that at the last election at Gravesend 2,100 
fictitious ballots were cast, of which he 
himself folded between 800 and 900. All of 
which was done under the direction of 
MoKane. : 


Tus Sicilian rioters hav received very 
heavy sentences. Joseph de Felice-Giuf- 
frida, deputy, eighteen years’ imprison- 
ment; Dr Barbsto, a conspicuous philan- 
thropist, Signor Bosco, an expert account- 
ant, and Signor Verro, a farmer, twelve 
years each; Signor Montalto, a lawyer, 


. | ten years; Picoto, a student, five years ; 


Patrina, an editor, three years; Benzi, a 
merchant, two years. Beside suffering the 
long term of confinement, Deputy de Fe- 
liee-Giuffrida loses his deputy’s mandate, 
is disqnalified for any public office and suf- 
fers three years’ police supervision follow- 
ing his release atthe end of histerm. There 
was great excitement in the Chamber of 
Depnties when the sentences were sn- 
nounced, and that evening bombs were 
exploded in front of the Ministries of 
Justice and War, : 
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Ad ournal of Freethought and Reform. 


New York, Saturday, June 16, 1894. 
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The next issue of Tue Truru Sexxer (June 23d) 
will contain a symposium on church taxation, par- 
ticipated in by some of the college presidents and 
professors of this state, a number of county treas- 
urers, and the Editor. Ifyou wish extra copies for 
distribution, order them at once. Price, seven 
cents per single copy, five or any larger number of 
copies, five cents each. It devolves upon the Free- 
thinkers alone to make & square, unequivocal, non- 
partisan fight for equality in taxation. 


Helen H. Gardener’s latest novel, “An Unofficial 
Patriot,” is now ready for delivery. It is the best 
work of the kind that Miss Gardener has written, 
and should hay an unprecedentedly large sale. Price, 
in cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. We hav also just 
received a supply of the only complete and author- 
ized edition of ** The Great Ingersoll Controversy." 
It contains the famous Christmas sermon of Colonel 
Ingersoll, the protests of ministers of various de- 
nominations, and the orator’s replies thereto. Price 
25 cents. ** What Must We Do to be Saved?” can 
now be supplied in German at 25 cents per copy. 


OOO —————— 

Mr. Putnam will start upon his long lecturing 
tour in a few days. The dull times make his stop- 
ping places & good ways apart and this fact, in 
turn, makes business all the duller for him, by 
reason of the great increase of expenses rela- 
tivly to receipts, but he is not easily discouraged 
and will make a good fight for Freethought wher- 
ever he goes. He is cheered by one thing, and that 
is the flattering increase of interest in “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought.” A large number of 
Liberals hav seemingly just awakened to a realiza- 


tion of the beauty and value of the forthcoming 
book. The printers are now at work upon the first 
forms, the paper, manufactured expressly for this 
volume, having reached the right condition for 
printing. There is yet time, if you act promptly, 
to get your name, as & subscriber, into the last 
pages. Tue Terura Sezxer for one year and “Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought” is still offered for 
$6 50. This includes old and new subscribers. 


Don GEEONSSMDNEIMMA 

The Freethought Letter-writing Corps (New 
York section) will continue to write to members of 
the committees on Taxation, Charities, Education, 
and Legislativ Powers, of the Constitutional Con- 
vention, in reference to church taxation. Present 
to them brief, terse, cogent arguments. Write to 
a different one each week. Keep the matter con- 
tinually before them and let them see that you are 
in earnest. If you can, induce your. local paper to 
publish copies of the letters that you send to the 
members of the committees. Here is a full list of 
the gentlemen: 


Mr. Milo M. Acker, of Hornellsville; Commodore 
P. Vedder, Ellicottville; L S. Johnson, Warsaw; Owen 
Cassidy, Havana: A. B. Steele, Herkimer; S. B. Jacobs, 
Brooklyn; O. A. Fuller, Wellsville; F. B. F. Tibbetts, 
Ithaca; C. R. Pratt, Elmira; A. L. Kellogg, Oneonta; 


"William P. Goodelle, Syracuse; John A, Barhite, 
. Rochester; D. Gerry Wellington, Hamilton; B. S. Dean, 


Jamestown; Charles H. Moore, Plattsburg; W. J. Mon- 
tayne, Cortland; M. L. Parker, Lyndonville; J. M. May- 
bee, Livingston M.; W. J. Roche, John H. Peck, Troy; 
Peter A. Rogers, West Troy; E. A. Brown, Dolgeville; 
W. M. Mullen, Stapleton; Wm. Kimmey, D. P. Kerwin, 
John T. McDonough, Albany; F. W. Holls, Yonkers; 
E. BR. Brown, Watertown; H. R. Durfee, Palmyra; M. 
H. Hirschberg, Newburg; J. E. Mcintyre, Potsdam; 


H. W. Hill, Bnffalo; Frederick Fraser, Salen; G. R 
Cornwell, Penn Yan; J. W. Riggs, H. A, Powel', Mira- 
beau L. Towns, Brooklyn; A. H.. Peabody, New Leb- 
anon; O. L. Phipps, Hast Rockaway; O. W. H. Arnold, 
Staatsburg; C. B. McLaughlin, Port Henry; L. M. 
Manley, Long Island City; G. L. Danforth, Middleburg; 
F. T. Fitzgerald, W. MeM. Speer, Nelson Smith, W. P. 
Burr, M. J. Mulqueen, J. W. McLaughlin, S. S. Blake, 
E. Lauterbach, L. A. Giegerich, Elliot Sandford, OC. 8. 
Truax, Robert E. Deyo, H. W. Platzok, Francis Forbes, 
Eugene Durnin, Thomas Gilleran, A, C. Hottenrorth. 
New York.” 
Sg mt 

Judging by the answers we hav received from 
quite a number of gentlemen of whom we made 
inquiries concerning the justice of church exemption 
we are inclined to think that the faculties of our 
institutions of learning and the officials of the state 
and of the counties sadly need educating in the 
fundamental principles of equity. If our readers 
agree with us to the extent of a little substan- 
tial assistance we shall gladly send out “ Church 
Property ” to a large number of influential citi. 
zens of this state, confident. that some of them, 
at least, will be enabled by a careful perusal of that 
pamphlet to see the question of taxation in a new 
light. For local distribution we are furnishing 
* Ohurch Property” at very low rates. While a 
single copy costs fifteen cents, ten copies will be 
sent for $1; fifty copies for $4.50, and one hundred 
copies for $8; postage always paid by us. And the 
fight should not be confined to this state. Even if 
no constitutional conventions assemble in other 
states this year many legislatures will soon be 
elected and it will be a good plan to sound candi- 
dates on this important subject. 
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Jhe Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


Tour Hundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


* 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 


It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. Wass . PS EN 
It wil show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethoight” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to tho Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
Xn One Harmonious and Magnific nt Whole, 
`a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 

frem the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. — . 

i THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. — m 
(9 The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Puilo.ophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Euies. Boceaecio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta.: | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo, Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes, | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Brsdiaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. Qevrge Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
ifume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Vietor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. ‘ Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Ifamiltoao. | Darwin. O wen. Shelley. Heine. ; Mazzinoi. Lincoln. argaret Fuller.. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whit an. Mill. Warren. Susan B, Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

| Lick. chewsky. ; Heinzen, Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age. Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. KP 

It will contain the. portraits of those.who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits: of ZEE 
George E Macdonald, Capt R O. Adams, Dr. E B. Foote, Sr., 
E M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P Putnam, Prof. J.. H. Cook, 
Ernest Mendum, John E Remsburg, E. H Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
‘Charles Watts, Fraukliu Steiner, Otto Wetistein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
'G. W. Foote, J D. Shaw, Stephen Pear! Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
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` and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 
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and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. . 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. » 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
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ean afford to be without it, It is a library in itself. 
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SPECIAL OFFER. 

We have made arrangements. with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. E 

We need more subscribers to Tus 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four. Hundred Years of Free- - 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5. 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that.will do great good all 
around. ` This is the offer: 


Send us. Four New 
Yearly Subscribersat 


regular rates ($12 in 


alb, and we will send | 


jthe Getter-up of the 


Club a copy of “FOUR 
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FREE THOUGHT,” 
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And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories: 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESION, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
l CONCEIVED. 

Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W. S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works us pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. wos 

Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
bi HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
ree, 

To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther ‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W, S. Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 


-| Seriber, as they get Taz Trura SELKER 


one year and a dollar book for $3. . 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our fri.nds to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. . 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en. 
rolled in its shining pages. 
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28 Lafayette Place, 
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| SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 
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One subscription two years, in advanoe. .., ..................,. 5 00 
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One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
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Any number over five at the same rate. invariably with one 
remittance. . . 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order 
postal order. draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address: communioations. and make drafts, oheoks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

25 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to onr 


readers if they will send us the name and address of- 


any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


To induce new subscriptions and prompi «enew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz. TRUTH SEEKER one. 


year ($3) and 8. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trura Szzxer one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete" 
($3). ‘This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tux Teora Szexer one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($8) By D. M. Bennett. 


. For $4.50 we will send Tux TRUTH Szzxzr one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
~ matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tus TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

— For $4 we will send Taz Teura Szzxer one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Tur Truru SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 


- For $3.50 we will send Tux TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
llustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselva of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


A Step Toward Sane Action. 
On May 28th Representativ Durborow, of Illinois, 


in charge to keep the Smithsonian Institution (the 
National Museum), the Botanical Gardens, and the 
Washington Monument open on every week day 
from 9 am. to 6 r.m., and on Sundays from 9 a.m. 
io 4 r.m, and not less than three evenings every 
week from 7 to 10 o'clock. 

This is a step in the right direction, although it 
is too short. There is no good reason why these 


| places should not be open every day of the week 


until 10 p.m, at least, and during the warm months 
they should be opened earlier on all days. On 
working days the early morning and the evening 
&re the two periods when the masses of the people 
hav leisure for recreation and study. On Sunday 
the museums and gardens should be accessible until 


| 10 ».x., if not later. 


Too much cannot be legitimately done to afford 
opportunities for innocent amusement and educa- 
tion. Only stupidity and superstition stand in the 
way of opening museums, libraries, parks, conserva- 
tories, theaters, and all similar places on Sunday. 
Yes, there is one more obstacle, and that is the self- 
interest of a comparativly small class of gentlemen 
who dread rivalry in the business of supplying en- 
tertainment and instruction on Sunday. They 
offer all sorts of specious pretexts fur keeping all 
public places except churches closed on one day of 
the week. They go so far as even to say that open 
libraries and museums are demoralizing, and they 
solemnly declare that such opening amounts to 
a “national sin” and that the people who so offend 
will be smitten with divers and awful “judgments.” 
Of course much is to be allowed for the stupefying 
effects of gross superstition, but we are uncharitable 
enough to think that very many who giv utterance 
to these jeremiads do not believe what they say. 
The notion is so utterly absurd that it seems easier 
to believe that these men are talking for ulterior 
purposes than that they really think that it is wrong 
to gaze upon the beauties of nature and art and to 
read good books on a certain day of the week. We 
know that there are bypocrits in the world; that 
men in high places profess a faith that they do not 
hav and vote for measures that they deem perni- 
cious, and this for pecuniary and political reasons. 
Knowing that politicians are often hypocrits, we 
can do no less than suspect that priests are also. 
But whether hypocrits or merely fanatics they hav 
no business to interfere with the rights of their 
neighbors. No one compels or desires to compel 
them to enter the Smithsonian Institute or the Bo- 
tanical Garden on Sunday or any other day, and 
they must learn to keep out of the way of their fel- 
low citizens who do wish to go to those places on 
the day or days that suit their own convenience or 
inclination. 

Of Mr. Durborow’s resolution and the great good 
its adoption would accomplish, Kate 7 ield's Wash- 
ington says: 

‘Congressman Durborow of Illinois is brave. Not- 
withstanding the action of Congress in voting to shut up 
the World's Fair on Sunday, the member from Illinois is 
the father of & bill to open public buildings in Washing- 
ton on Sunday and to keep them open on other days un- 
til six o’clock. He is confident that the bill will pass the 
House. How he can be confident, considering the com- 
plexion of legislators, I am at a loss to imagin, but I hope 
he is right in his faith. Never was a big town so devoid 
of innocent and instructiv amusement for the people as 
our national capital; never was a town better able to pre- 
gent amusement at less expense. All that need be done 
is to carry out Congressman Durborow's plan, which this 
review has always advocated.” 

Miss Field tells how she went, armed with peti- 
tions, to the authorities and asked that the Smith- 
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sonian be left open until 6 r.m. on week days and 
opened on Sunday while she had a national loan 
exhibit in the chapel of the Institution. She was 
told that Sunday opening would be impossible, for 
it would establish **a dangerous precedent." 
adds: “That was what I wanted.” 
of the editorial from which we hav quoted is as fol- 
lows: 


She 
The conclusion 


'**Tg it a wonder that lovely Washington is the least cul- 


tivated of capitals? Her people may look at wild animals 
in the Zodlogical Park on Sunday because they can’t be 
lawfully shut out of parks, but morals are in danger if 
these same people are allowed to gaze upon the skeletons 
of wild animals, or upon books and manusoripts and 
pictures and patents on the Lord’s day. They may at 


their peril take a car and go into the country for a 


glimpse of sylvan beauty, but they can’t take a car and 
go to the top of Washington Monument, because it’s 


against the law. Was there ever more senseless legisla- 
tion?. How can the illiterate improve, if the means are 
not offered them? Not only should the national museums 
be open on Sunday, but lectures now given free on week 
days to small audiences, should be transferred to the one 
day in seven when the populace could flock to them with 
pleasure and profit. Washington has a national Chautau- 
qua that, with a little management, could be made a per- 
ennial benefaction. The way to empty saloons is to open 
art galleries and museums. If Congressman Durborow 
carries his bill through Congress, he will deserve the 
everlasting gratitude of the entire population of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.” 

He will deserve the gratitude not only of the res- 
idents of the district of Columbia, but of all 
visitors to the Capital and of all other sensible 
Americans. We are continually put to the blush 
by the dullness and slavishness of the makers, ad- 
judicators, and executors of our laws. Most of 
them seem to be'mere henchmen of organizations 
that are & thousand years in the rear of the men 
and women of science and progress, of the men and 
women whose ideas are in the lead in every depart- 
ment of human activity except those of politics and 
religion. 

The Freethought Letter-writing Corps (with the 
exception of the New York section) will lend the 
Durborow resolution & helping hand this week. It 
is House Resolution No. 188 and was referred to 
the Committee on Publie Buildings and Grounds, 
which is constituted as follows: 

J. H. Bankhead, Alabama (chairman); Joseph Abbott, 
Texas; W. M. McKaig, Maryland; T. J. Campbell, New 
York; J. L. Bretz, Indiana; O. A. Cadmus, New Jersey; 
B. F. Grady, North Carolina; A. S. Berry, Kentucky; 
R. O. Davey, Louisiana; S. L. Milliken, Maine; Willis 
Sweet, Idaho; E. A. Morse, Massachusetts; M. B. 
Wright, Pennsylvania; J. M. Wever, New York; D. H 
Mercer, Nebraska. 

Let every member of the Corps write, and those 
who hav not heretofore enrolled themselvs should 
do so now; they can enlist at least as “seven-day 
men” and women! But if they once enlist we will 
hope they may remain under arms to the end of the 
war. 


Sectarian Appropriations in New York. 

Last week the representativs of the League for 
the Protection of American Institutions argued 
before a committee of the New York Constitutional 
Convention in favor of the proposed amendment 
forbidding appropriations by the state to sectarian 
institutions. Some good points were made and the 
demand for separation of church and state rang out 
sharply but not clearly. The general statement 
was all right, but when details were approached it 
seemed as though almost every speaker was held 
back by a mental reservation of one kind or another. 

John T. McDonough, of Albany, W.J. Roach, of 
Troy, and Mr. Mullen, of Brooklyn, members of the 
Convention, asked all the speakers questions regard- 
ing the meaning of certain parts of the amendment, 
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and also tried to draw them out on related subjects. 
Ex-Judge Arnoux, of New York, said that it was as 
much robbery to exempt church property from tax- 
ation as it was to giv the churches money directly. 
He was the only speaker, according to the reports 
Yet even his 
The 
proposed amendment reads to the effect that no 
money shall be appropriated to any denomination, 
society, or undertaking “which is wholly or in part 
In reply 
to inquiries as to what this means, Dr. King, secre- 
tary of the League, said that it was a question for 
When Judge Arnoux was 
asked the same question, he replied that he was in 
favor of changing the phraseology of the amend- 
ment in that particular so it would read that no ap- 
propriation shall be made to any institution not 
under state or municipal control. This would make 


in the dailies, who took this position. 
remarks leave one in doubt on some points. 


under sectarian or ecclesiastical control.” 


**& lawyer to answer.” 


it clearer in one respect, for then an aggregation of 
sects, as the Protestants, could not take money from 
the state on the plea that their enterprises were 
not under sectarian control. But what about the 
institutions operated by the state or municipality ? 
Will this amendment, even if adopted as amended 
by Judge Arnoux, prevent the teaching of religion 
therein? Does the League intend or desire to 
make the schools and other institutions absolutely 
secular? To the first question the answer is cer- 
tainly « No,” and to the second it is, in all probabil- 
ity, the same. What is the position of Judge 
Arnoux? ' l 

We hav all along believed that this movement 
was in the interest of Protestantism as against both 
Catholicism and secularism. That is still our opin- 
ion. There are almost numberless indications 
which point to the conclusion that the League for 
the Protection of American Institutions is doing 
all it can to strengthen the Protestant hold on the 
public schools and other state and national institu- 
tions. In his speech before the committee at Albany 

Dr. King said: 

** James G. Blaine introduced in the House a proposed 
amendment of a similar nature, which was adopted by an 
overwhelming vote, and it was lost in the Senate by a 
narrow margin, failing to receive the necessary two-thirds 
vote.” 

No doubt the Leagues. amendment ‘and the 
amendment which was defeated in the Senate are 
similar in spirit and purpose, and Dr. King’s ad- 
mission that they are makes us all the more sus- 
picious of the League. Why? Because the Ed- 
munds resolution provided for the perpetual use 
of the Bible in the public schools. The Blaine 
resolution and the Edmunds resolution were very 
different, in the wording, and yet Dr. King seems 
to consider them essentially one. He evidently 
thinks that the latter expressed what is only 
implied, or tacitly understood to be, in the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution of New York. The 
Edmunds resolution, which lacked only two votes 
of receiving the requisite two-thirds majority, con- 
tained this proviso : 

“This article shall not be construed to prohibit the 
reading of the Bible in any school or institution, and it 
shall not hav the effect to impair the rights of property 
already vested." 

The rest of the Edmunds resolution, chiefly deal- 
ing directly with the educational question, read as 
follows : 

** No state shall make any law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, 
and no religious test shall ever be required as a qualifica- 
tion to any office of public trust under any state. No 
publie property, and no publie revenue of, nor any loan 
of credit by or under, the authority of the United States, 
or any state, territory, district, or municipal corporation, 
shall be appropriated to, or made, or used for, the sup- 
port of any school, educational or other institution, 
under the control of any religious or anti-religious organ- 
ization, or wherein the particular creed or tenets of any 
religious or anti-religious sect, organization, or denomi- 
nation, shall be taught. And no such particular creed or 
tenet shall be read or taught in any school or institution 
supported in whole or in part by such revenue or loan of 
credit; and no such appropriation or loan of credit shall 
be made to any religious or anti-religious sect, organiza- 
tion, or denomination, or promote its interests or tenets.” 

This reads fairly enough, when taken alone, to 
deceive the very elect of Freethought, but when 


the proviso quoted above it is subjoined, the Prot- 
estant game is very plainly seen. 

Here is the League's amendment now before the 
Constitutional Convention: 

**No law shall be passed respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, nor 
shall the state or any county, city, town, village, or 
other civil division, use its property or credit, or any 
money raised by taxation or otherwise, or authorize 
either to be used for the purpose of founding, maintain- 
ing, or siding, by appropriation, payment for services, 
expenses, or in any other manuer, any church, religious 
denomination, or religious society, or any institution, 
society, or any undertaking which is wholly or in part 
under sectarian or ecclesiastical control." 

Dr. King, of the League, says that the Edmunds 
resolution, which, of course, includes the very im- 
portant Bible-in-the-schools proviso, is of a “similar 
nature” to the amendment he and his society are 
championing. This is very significant. There can 
be no doubt that the League for the Protection of 
American Institutions no more intends its amend- 
ment to shut the Bible out of the public schools of 
New York than Senator Edmunds intended his 
resolution to shut the Bible out of the schools of 
the United States. Edmunds’ defeat bas merely 
taught the Protestant schemers to be more adroit. 
It has not changed their purpose. 

Mr. W. A. Butler, one of the Board of Managers 
of the League, showed plainly in his speech before 
the committee that he was jealous of the Catholics, 
but he did not reveal that he had a clear compre- 
hension of the basic principles of religious liberty. 
He said that he did not object to the Catholic 
church getting a share of the state funds, so long 
as the people did not object. But he wanted a fair 
chance. Exactly; he is willing that religion shall 
be propagated by taxation if his church gets its per 
capita share. That is secularization with a venge- 
ance. He is willing that the churches shall receive 
subsidies from the state if “the people ” do not ob- 
ject, which means that if the spoils are divided 
fairly among the different religious grabbers he 
does not care how much is taken from those who 
do not adhere to any church. In other words, he 
is Willing that the majority shall rob the minority 
if the majority (euphemistically, *the people”) is 
willing! . 

The Right Rev. William C. Doane was the next 
speaker. In answer to a question he said that he 
was opposed to the taxation of church property. 
That is, to state his position correctly, he is not 
willing to frankly vote a sum from the-state treas- 
ury for any particular church, but he has no objec- 
tion to having sums of money given to all churches 
by the indirect but no less effectiv method of tax 
exemption. How logical and just! 

Rev. George E. Baker declared that to build up 
one denomination at the expense of others was a 
clear violation of the principles of the Constitution. 
Undoubtedly, but is the injustice less or the viola- 
tion of the Constitution more venial when Chris- 
tianity as a whole is built up at the expense of the 
Jews, the Freethinkers, and the indifferent ? 

: When Col. J. T. Morgan was asked by Mr. Mul- 
len why the public schools should be opened with 
Protestant forms of worship, and whether any form 
should be used, Colonel Morgan answered that 
“such a form should be used as the patrons of the 
institutions required.” Which patrons? The 
Protestants? The Catholics? The Freethinkers? 
The Jews? The Methodists? The Quakers? 
The Latter-Day Saints? What does Colonel Mor- 
gan think of the suggestion that no form be used, 
that the curriculum include only scientific studies, 
leaving to parents and voluntary associations thg 
inculcation of religious or anti-religious doctrins 
and ideas? 


The Gallinger-Morse District of Columbia Sunday 
bill is in the hands of a sub-committee of the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


The Art Association of Indianapolis recently de- 
cided to open its doors on Sunday, and free of ad- 
mission charges. Whereupon Rev. H. N. Hyde, 
its president, resigned, saying that public opinion 
was With him. But he must hav been mistaken, as 


on the first open Sunday, May 21st, not leas than 
twelve hundred people visited the place. 


A twelve-page protest against the Bind bills 
offered in Congress by Kyle, Johnson, Gallinger, 
and Morse will be sent for five cents Twenty five 
copies, three cents each; one hundred copies, $2. 


A Florida paper pertinently suggests that the 
mother whose child has prayed in vain to God for 
release from the spoiler’s hand must hav her faith 
in the power of prayer sadly shaken. Arid her 
faith may be still more weakened if she has suf. 
ficient strength of brain to realize that God—i/ he 
exists—created the spoiler and the child for the ex. 
press purpose of playing together the parts.of de. 
stroyer and victim. 


Katie Kehm Smith’s report of the progress of 
educativ work in Oregon is very encouraging. At 
present that state is in. the lead, but we. hope 
that the Freethinkers all over the country will emu- 
late the example of the Oregonians and establish: 
lecture circuits and Sunday-schools. We must 
spread the truths of science, sow the seeds of lib- 
erty, and help establish justice, thus banishing . 
darkness, superstition, barbarism, and cruelty. 


———————: 

Now the Quakers are taking their turn at de. 
nouncing Sunday newspapers. The New York 
yearly meeting has thundered its anathema—as the 
spirit moved, no doubt. Ab-ut eighty-five years 
ago the Quakers of New York refused to the body 
of Thomas Paine a resting-place in their burying 
ground. But the memory of the great advocate of 
justice livs and his noble fame widens and strength- 
ens as the years lengthen and the creeds grow 
weak and totter into the shadows of hastening 
oblivion. The Sunday newspaper is far from being 
what it should be, but the poorest is more entér-.. 
taining and instructiv than a sermon, and- has 
nothing to fear in fair competition with the pulpit, 
Quaker, Catholic, or Presbyterian. 

gS St 

The combination of the religious with the secular 
is always fraught with inconvenience, ill-nature, and 
danger. A new law in France requires church 
accounts to be audited by prefects. The Arch- 
bishop of Lyons commanded church councils in his 
diocese to disobey the law. Then the cabinet sus- 
pended the Archbishop’s salary and the Council of 
State is asked toannul the pastoral. All this comes 
of union of church and state. The Christian 
gentlemen in the United States who are so eager to 
make the two practically one, so far as the, regula- 
tion of labor, recreation, and morals are concerned, 
are likely, if they succeed, to find themselvs sub- 
jected to many annoying regulations by the gov- 
ernment whose aid in the work of extirpating 
heresy they are so anxious to secure. 


It would be money in the pocket of even relig- 
ious editors if they would make a closer aequaint- 
ance with facts before putting pen to paper. Here 
is the Catholic Review, criticising Colonel Ingersoll's 
address at New Rochelle, and in the course of its 
remarks making this awful “break :” 

“ It would take more than tbe mere word of Mr. Inger 
soll to make it credible that an obscure lower-class 
Englishman, a reviler of the Obristian religion, a person 
spoken of commonly ss ‘an Infidel,’ could hav put a 
‘flame’ into the hearts of Irish and Scotch Presbyterians 
who always in those days themselys burned with unre- 
lenting hatred of England. Tom Paine was disliked by 
the Tories both because he was an Infidel and because, 
being an Englishman, he took sides against the mother 
country.” 

Paine could not very well hav been disliked by 
the Tories during the Revolution because of his 
Infidelity, for the reason that no one then knew 
that he was an Infidel, and perhaps he did not know 
it himself, for it was not until ten years after the close 
of the Revolution that he wrote his first heretical 
book, the * Age of Reason.” So our contemporary 
will see that in his work for independence he did 
not hay the reputation of “a reviler of the Christian 
religion” to handicap him. The editor of the 
Catholic Review should read Conway’s “Life of 
Paine,” or, if he has not time for that, let him pe- . 
ruse Tur Trurs SEEKER of June 2d, and he will see 
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that for Paine’s services in the great conflict he 
has soniethitig “moře thah the mete word of Mr. 
Ingersoll,” although that evideti¢e in itself is not 
at all bad. ; Y - u 

‘There is a movement in Chicago to hav Sunday setv- 
ices in the various theaters, specially. lectiires with a 
gtereopticon on the life of Christ, and prominent persons 
are considering topics slong this line. A special list of 
glides is to be prepared by the St. Andrew Brotherhood. 
The object of this is to gather the large number of people 
who on Sunday will not go to a church, but are ready to 
enter & theater.”’—Independent. 

Whew! Now what will the Sabbatarians do? 
When this thing becomes fashionable the theaters 
will be permitted to present the Passion Play, and 
soon church and theater will merge into one un- 
namable aggregation; buskin and Bible will be 
cheek by jowl; the preacher will cease to make faces 
at the actor, and the actor can be buried from the 
church. Maybe, too, this combination will relieve 
the theaters of the burdens of taxation! Of course 
the newspapers will send their best critics to the 
performances, and will make all they can out of the 
new development, but this rivalry may be bad for 
the Sunday papers. Théy may find the theater- 
church: or church-theater a lively rival. What a 
barnstorming troupe that will be which can tour 
the provinces with Talmage as the “star”! But 
we forbear; the subject is becoming painful. 


Jenkin Lloyd Jones with his new creedless church 
furnishes the editor of the Catholic Review with 
food for misfit merriment. A church building to 
cost $200,000 is contemplated. ‘It will be eight 
stories high, and contain bath-rooms, gymnasium, 
and reading-rooms." The Review comments: 

**His is no longer 4 religion of the supernatural, but a 


religion of the bathroom and the gymnasium. He will 
cultivate not the souls but the bodies of his congregation.” 


That is what we call common sense. Good for 
Mr. Jones! This world is natural, not supernatural. 
We are living in this natural world, not in a super- 
natural realm. Why, then should not our religion 
be a natural instead of a supernatural one? Baths 
in clean water will not hurt us; gymnastic exercise 
is good, and reading-rooms will help drive supersti- 
tion out of our minds. We don’t think that the 
Catholic Review will succeed in making all Oatho- 
lics fear and hate Jenkin Lloyd Jones and his church 
by this description of the latter. -They may think, 
some of them, that well-washed, well-trained bodies 
and cultivated minds cannot be so very antagonistic 
to decent “souls.” The St. Simeon Stylites are not 
so popular, even among Catholics, as they once 
were. 


State Senator Bradley of the Lexow Investigating 
Committee disguised himself last Sunday and went 
nosing about the Bowery to see what places were 
open. Of course he was shocked, and equally of 
course, he is going to introduce a bill He found 
that.the Bowery on a Sunday is “just about as it is 
any other day,” and he informs us that he “don’t 
believe in that sort of business.” Hence the “bill ” 
that is to be. That is the way with all these impu- 
dent fellows. They are determined to make every- 
body else do as they “ believe.” 
New York,” solemnly avers Senator Bradley, “keep 
open.on Sunday the way they are the city will soon 
be no better than Chicago, where you can’t tell 
Sunday from the Fourth of July." Let us weep! 
Said the reporter: “ But your tobacco store is kept 
open on Sunday, Senator.” To which the virtuous 
Senator replied : 

“Right you are. But I am ready and willing to shut 
itup. I hav always wanted to, but there is an old Quaker 
-across the street here who won't shut up, and my boys 
don't like £o see their old customers and friends going 
over to his place. Shut them all up, all but drug stores 
and restaurants. That is the way to do." 

“That is the way to do," of course. Don’t let 
your neighbor do anything you don’t want to do. 
Knock down and hustle into jail the first man who 
would suggest so “ unamerican” a thing as minding 
your own business. What right has a man to do 
what his neighbor disapproves? The saintly Sena- 
tor Bredley is pious enough to desire to injure his 

"rivals business, but he is not pious enough to 
observe Sunday unless he is paid for it. He wishes 
Sunday business stopped, but not badly enough to 


“Tf the stores in | 


lose his own profits on Sunday sales. Bradley, of 
course, wants Sunday theaters closed. “ Six days & 
week is enough for singing and dancing,” he chat- 
ters. How does he know? Perhaps there are 
some who do not get time for that recreation on 
other days or who prefer Sunday. In conclusion, 
he says he learned much by his Bowery trip. He 
does not seem to hay added to his supply of com- 
mon sense, while his ideas of freedom and fair play 
could hardly be more confused. 


In the American, a prominent American Pro 
tectiv Association paper, published in Omaha, we 
find (issue of May 25) the editorial paragraph which 
is reproduced below. The italics are ours. 

**'The Romans claim that our schools are Godless. Jf 
Rome had kept her hands off, the Bible would hav 
continued in the schools and would hav wielded great 
influence jor good. No body is a Godly church that 
will fight the Bible.” : 

We hope that Brothers Reynolds and Rhadaman- 
thus willlet their eyes rest for & moment on this 
excerpt. Is this, then, the secret of the present 
concerted Protestant attack upon Rome? Do they 
indeed hate her so because her attitude upon edu- 
cation is forcing the Bible out of the public schools? 
A pretty little sectarian quarrel, is it not, but how 
can Freethinkers become the allies of either faction ? 
Both wings of the Christian army abominate “ God- 
less,” that is, secular schools, and each charges the 
other with being responsible for the fact that less 
religion is taught in the schools than each desires 
to hav inculeated there. They are frantically call- 
ing one another all kinds of hard names, because our 
school system is partially what the American 
theory of government demands that it should be. 
We should rejoice that they hav such a fact to 
quarrel about, but we cannot affurd to trail the 


Freethought banner in the dust as the camp follow- | M. 


ers of either contingent. We respectfully suggest 
that Mr. Reynolds and Rhadamanthus carefully re- 
view the successiv steps by which they hav reached 
their present position. 


Freethought Progress. 


A new Freethought society has been formed at Molen- 
beek-Saint-Jean, in Belgium. 

The Grand Orient of Argentina has begun the publica- 
tion of & new Freethought journal, Giordano Bruno. 
We bid our new contemporary a hearty welcome. 

The Christians in Sweden are jubilant owing to Viktor 
Lennstrand’s illness, expecting as they do that he will 
never be able to take the offensiv again. Once before 
they indulged in such hopes, but were disappointed, and 
we are happy to state that the indications now are that 
they will be once more. 


Las Dominicales of March 80th contains & portrait and 
an excellent biography of Dr. Ludwig Biichner, author 
of ** Force and Matter.” The article is written by Odón 
de Buin, the great Spanish Scientist and Freethinker. 
*.*.'* The subscription for à moument in honor of Ramon 
Chiés has now reached the sum of 3,044.25 pesetas. 

Tn the colony of Victoria the ministers succeeded in 
getting a grant of $250,000 a year for religious services, 
but there were so many denominational claimants for it 
that it was. made less year by year, and finally dwindled 
to nothing. As it had to be divided among all sects the 
Jews got some and then the Chinese made s demand. 
This was too much for the clerics. The more sects the 
better, is one lesson of this. 


Since the establishment of the secular French republic 
after the fall of MacMahon there hav been established 
several municipal free libraries in Paris. According to 
the statistics of the year 1893 the number of volumes they 
contain aggregates over 250,000. In the budget of the 
city of Paris these libraries were debited with 209,400 
francs, of which 116,550 francs were for the purchase of 
volumes, etc., and 92,850 francs for salaries, etc. ‘.*.° 
The French Freethought’ Federation held its annual 
congress st Paris March 25. -*.'. The French Free- 
thought society of Mans has added thirty-six names to its 
tam bership list since October, 1893. 


The Supreme Court of Nebraska has decided that a 
church corporation must pay taxes upon its property 
when not actually used for purposes of worship. Even if 
it puts aside its rentals for the purpose of building a 
church it must pay taxes upon the rented property. '.*. 
On April 23d Judge James P. Platt read before the Cap- 
tain Couch branch of the Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion. at Meriden, Conn., a paper eulogistic of the services 
of Thomas Paine in the Revolution. So far as 
heard from through protests to Congress, the Lutherans 
are solid against the Christian amendment. The theo- 
crats, however, claim that many and influential Luther- 
ans are with them. Ifso, they hav failed to make a show- 
ing in the Congressional Record. The Jews also, 
wherever heard from, antagonize the designs of the Cov- 
enanters. . Secular Thought says that the Toronto 
City Council will hereafter send all patients to the 
Toronto General and Homeopathic hospitals, and will 
discontinue all grants to the St. Michael's (Catholic) and 
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the St. John's (Church of England) hospitals. The 
American-Scandinavian paper, Rodhuggeren is & bright 
and lively weekly. Itocontains several well-written Free- 
thought articles. 


Mrs. Frederika Macdonald, author of that canital Free- 
thought romance, ‘‘ Nathaniel Vaughan, or Priest and 
Man,” is lecturing in England to large and avpreciativ 
audiences. “.^-' Says the London Freethinker: *'Soot- - 
land is getting less Puritanical. Dances and dramatic 
entertainments in church halls are becoming quite com- 
mon. In the Church of St. Mary Magdalene, Dundee, 
‘there is a minstrel troupe in connection with the con- 

egation.’ In Forfar, the guild in St. John's Church 

rought their sessions to a close with a dance. In the 
hall of old St. Paul's, Edinburgh, a concert is about to be 
given followed by a dramatic sketch entitled ‘Aunt Ma- 
tilda.'" **: Now we hava namesakein London. It is 
8 Bixteen page (including cover) monthly; is **devoted to 
mental freedom and progress;" is edited by John Grange 
and A. B Wakefield, and sells for two cents. The initial 
number has good articles by the editors, Toleman-Garner, 
Stanley Jones, Alvan Blake, Hypatia Bradlaugh Bon- 
ner, J. Greeves Fisher, Henry Smith, and others. Alto- 
gether the London Truth Seeker is a decidedly creditable 
exponent of Freethought principles. Long life and great 
success to it! -*.:." W. T. Stead, lecturing in Sunder- 
land, said that the devil wasin the Board of Guardians of 
that town, and now Rev. W. A. McGonigle, chairman of 
said Board, retorts that Mr. Stead is ‘fa speculativ 
mountebank" whose speech is ‘‘ punctuated with profan- 
ity and underlined with cant.” What brotherly love! 
*'.' Another Board of Guardians, that of Billericay, 
was petitioned to hav its proceedings opened with prayer, 
and the clergyman who seconded the motion said that 
such a prophylactic would be a good thing in ‘‘these days 
of Agnosticism.” When it came toa ballot ¿wo voted for 
prayers and thirteen against, while four did not answer. 
That is a very pleasing ‘‘ straw.” The London 
Freethinker is positivly irreverent in its remarks about 
our great and only Talmage. We hope the Tabernacle 
orator does not read Brother Foote’s paper, for, being 
of a modest disposition and very sensitiv, the good 
man’s feelings might be hurt should his eye light on some 
things that hav lately appeared in that journal. '.-. 
Charles Watts will stand for East Lambeth at the London 
School Board elections. “The Executiv Committee 
of the Metropolitan Board teachers hav appealed to the 
entire body of teachers to sign a withdrawal form 
addressed to to the Bosrd, praying for relief from the 
duty of dogmatic teaching,” says the Freethinker. 
Father Robert Francis Ülarke, writing in a Catholic 
church paper, givs it as his opinion that the Pentateuch 
was given to the later copyists by some one other than 
ORO. . 


etm 
My Seventieth Birthday. 


This day, March 25, 1894, is my seventieth birthday. I 
hav now lived my three score and ten years and am en- 
titled to a credit-mark, All those who liv to celebrate 
their seventieth birthday are entitled to credit, for they 
must hav been temperate, prudent, and careful, or they 
could not hav lived so long. The average length of 
human life is less than half of seventy years. Many peo- 
ple shorten or terminate their lives by intemperance, ex- 
posure, and recklessness—ignorance of the laws of health 
and life. This language may seem harsh to those who 
break down on the journey of life, but after a full investi- 
gation it will prove to be true. 

I hav an object in writing this communication, as the 
reader will see as he follows me along. The seventieth 
birthday is a very notable milestone on the journey of 
life, and it is certainly very near the end of the journey. 
I wish to do something tg celebrate my seventieth birth- 
day that will help me to remember it. I hav thought the 
matter over and concluded to make a donation to the 
cause. I will donate $200 and divide it equally among 
the following-named Liberal papers and Freethought 
lecturers, who are known to me personally or by their 
works—$10 to each. There are others who are equally 
deserving, but my acquaintance is limited and my means 
still more so. The following are those I wish to remem- 
ber: Boston Investigator, Tan Trora SEEKER, Jronclad 
Age, Secular Thought. Frecthinkers’ Magazine, Inde- 
pendent Pulpit, B. F. Underwood, Wm. F. Jamieson, 
W. S. Bell, John E. Remsburg, Samuel P. Putnam. John 
Charlesworth, Franklin Steiner, Dr. J. L. York, Watson 
Heston, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Voltarine de Cleyre, l- 
mina D. Slenker, Susan H. Wixon, Sara A. Underwood. 

The money is now in the bank and ready for those en- 
titled to receive it. Liberal papers will please copy 
enough of this letter to bring this donation to the knowl- 
edge of those journals and persons it is intended to bene- 
fit. Each of them is requested to send me a postal card 
or letter informing me how and where to send it. I will 
send by a draft on Chicago if no other way is indicated. 

Years ago I helped toward supporting the churches, 
but their business has proved to be a humbug and a 
swindle. If $1 of my money would support a regiment 
of missionaries for a year I would not givit. Carrying 
the gospel to the **heathen" makes a worse heathen of 
him than he was before. If I was a millionaire I wonld 
devote nine-tenths of my means to help Liberalism and 
destroy superstition. If a man has $100,000 be is as well 
off as money can make him. If millionsires could see 
things in that light they would put their money where it 
would benefit the world and not damage themselvs. But 
we are not all alike and cannot all see alike. 

JOSEPH HAIGH. 


[We heartily thank Mr. Haigh for the $10, which we 
hav received and used in the circulation of our church 
taxation pamphlet. —E». T. 8.]. 


— 4 P——— — 


“ Farms oR Bomes ” was the suggestiv title of the lec- 
ture delivered before the Manhattan Liberal Olub, June 
1st, by William Hemstreet. It was a plea for the return 
to an | promotion of agricultural life, and the lecturer 
thought that by so doing many who are now driven to 
endure hardships in procuring the necessities of life amid 
the bustle and humdrum of city life and commercial com- 
petition would never lack for food and would be comfort- 
able and happy. He also thought that there would not 
be so many cases of suicide if an agricultural regime was 
instituted. The discussion was interesting but the 
speakers were all city farmers. : i 
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QGommunications. 


The Bottom Dog. 


Sometimes I get so filled with holy indignation 
that I hav to stand up and testify before the Lord. 
When I see a man turn summersaults, flop over, 
dodge here and there, and change color like a 
chameleon, so that one is led to exclaim, * Now you 
see it and now you don't see it,” I feel like pinning 
him down and holding him in position, so that the 
people can study and understand him. Mr. R. G. 
Horr, the handy man of the New York Zribune, is 


just such a man as I hav described. 


Mr. John A. Sheffield, of Defiance, Ohio, asks Mr. 
Horr some questions in regard to money in the 
weekly Zribune of March 21, 1894, and in his 
answer he whips the devil around the stump so 
adroitly as to lead nine-tenths of the people to be- 
lieve that there is no devil in the play. He seems 
half conscious that his statements do not hold to- 


gether, for he says: 


They pick out & sentence in one article bereft of its 
connections, and then a sentence in some other article 
isolated from its context, which to them seems not to har- 
monize with the first sentence, and then they parade the 


two as being inconsistent with each other. 


Let me tell Mr. Horr that truth always runs in 
parallel lines. 


: contradicted each other. 


hood, but all truth is in harmony. The reason why 
his sentences do not “harmonize” is because one 
at least contains a falsehood or an error. He says: 
«I am quite sure that he (Mr. Sheffield] is past all 
help "—that is, cannot be convinced; and I do not 
think that any man would be convinced who scans 
his statements closely. Mr. Sheffield asks a straight- 
forward question, viz.: Can governments create 
money? How does he answer this question? He 
says: “Stated in another form.” Is this question 
so abstruse or complex that Mr. Horr nor anybody 
else can understand it? There would be no need of 
stating the question in “another form” if he did 
not wish to deceive the people. No man knows 
better than Mr. Horr that governments can create 
money, but he does not want the people to know it. 
Instead of answering this simple question, he goes 
on to say: 

Governments hav the power to issue representativs 
of substances, but not the power to create the substances 
themselvs. 

Nine out of ten will see this just as clear as mud, 
and believe that governments cannot create money, 
because they cannot create substances. Does any 
one think that Mr. Horr believes that money and 
“ substances ” are synonymous terms? yet he treats 
them as such. He seems to go upon the supposi- 
tion that he has got the people so far hypnotized 
that they will accept wind for logic. He says 
further: 

If a man should ask me, ‘‘Is it possible for govern- 
ments to issue bills of credit, promises to pay money?” and 
then whether it is possible to make such promises a legal 
tender for debts, and in that way to cause such promises 
to circulate as money, I should answer, ‘‘Yes; our gov- 
ernment is doing that every day, and has been doing it 
for years, but every such piece of paper isa promis to 

_ pay something, and is not the thing itself,” 

Evidently the object of Mr. Horr is to lead the 
minds of the people away from the difference be- 
tween real money and a promissory note. No mat- 
ter whether a government promises to pay or an 
individual promises to pay, it is a note all the same. 

Now, Mr. Horr, let us try your philosophy. When 
the government takes a piece of gold and stamps it 
“one dollar,” is that money? When the govern- 
ment stamps a piece of silver “ one dollar,” is that 
money? And if the government should take a piece 
of paper and stamp it “one dollar,” would not that 
be money just as much? If not, will Mr. Horr tell 
why? This talk about “creating substances” and 
“promises to pay” is all moonshine, calculated to 
put the people on a blind scent. Again he says: 

Gold, silver, and copper were created by God 
Almighty. They were mined and smelted by human 
beings. They were coined by the government. In coin- 
ing them the government simply changed: the shape and 
form of the metal; it created nothing. 

Yes it did, it created money. Suppose the 
government should take an irregular-shaped piece 
of gold and change it to a cube, and then to a 
globe, and * change its shape and form " a hundred 
times, would it then be money? Mr. Horr knows 
better than that, if Mr. Roscoe doesn’t. No matter 
what shape a piece of gold might bein, nor whether 
much or little, if by act of Congress that piece of 
gold was stamped “one dollar,” it would be one 
dollar wherever the government has jurisdiction. 
Qnee more: 


From the dawn of the beginning (if 
&ny one knows when that was), no two truths ever 
Two falsehoods may con- 
tradict each other, or a truth may contradict a false- 


The substances from which all real mohey is imade | object ? 


were created by the Almighty, and brought into use by 
the human race, and cannot be created by legislation. 


How adroitly he keeps * substance" before ihe 
mind, instead of money, as though that were the 
subject he is discussing. He reminds ine of the 
darkey who was arrested for stealing a duck. He 
protested his innocence so Strongly that he was dis- 
charged, when he exclaimed: “ Golly, boss, dat was 
a tight squeak; ef you'd said ‘drake’ you'd had dis 
darkey suah.” : 

If I should offer Mr. Horr a chunk of gold as big 
as his fist, and owed him a dollar, would he be 
obliged to take it and cancel the debt? Not st all. 
Why? Because I offer him a “ substance” and hot 
“money.” But let the government take a small 
portion of that gold and put its stamp of “ote dol- 
lar" upon it and then Mr. Horr would be éompelled 
to take it or Jose his debt. How has the wonderful 
change been wrought in that piece of gold? Why, 
it went into the hands of the government a “sub- 
stance” and left the hands of the government 
* money." Money was created, or brought into 
existence, and it did not exist before. ` 

Up to 1878 silver dollats were money. At that 
time silver dollats were demonetized and they were 
not money at all This ought to satisfy Mr. Horr 
and everybody else that money is a creature of law 
and that God Almighty has nothing to do with it. 
Nations, at different times, when compelled by stress 
of circumstances to increase their volume of money, 
hav remelted their coins and reduced them in size, 
or effected the same end by alloy. This ought to 
satisfy Mr. Horr that governments can create 
“value,” for they made a small coin worth as much 
as a large one. One nation uses silver for money 
exclusivly, another uses gold. We hav used gold, 
silver, paper, copper, nickel for money. Nations 
are no more compelled to use the same kind of ma- 
terial out of which to make money than they are to 
use the same kind of food. Whatever a sovereign 
power declares to be money, is money. It may be 
gold, silver, copper, nickel, brass, iron, wood, bark, 
leather, paper, shells, beads, cattle, pelts, or what- 
ever other material it deems most proper ahd ton- 
venient. All of these materials and many more, 
first or last, hav been used as money; and I defy 
Mr. Horr to show that any people ever lost any- 
thing except in inconvenience by using these “ sub. 
stances " for money. 

If silver had never been used as money, the silver 
in a dime would not be worth two cents: Mr. Horr 
says that governments cannot “create value.” Did 
not the government reduce the silver in a dime to 
money, and by thus making money out of silver did 
it not * create" the difference in value in the silver 
in & dime from two to ten cents? It is one of the 
functions of government to create money. If gov- 
ernments cannot create money, where does it come 
from? Mr. Horr would hav his readers believe 
that to create money there must be a partnership 
between governments and God Almighty, and that 
neither can create it alone. Did Mr. Horr ever see 
any money in a gold or silver mine? Did he ever 
see God Almighty create any money? According 
to his theory God Almighty must be running a mint 
somewhere. If Mr. Horr will go down to Philadel- 
phia he will see any amount of this “substance” 
that God Almighty created—but is it money? 
When this “substance” is dropped from the mint 
in dollars and eagles by act of Congress it is money 
—not before. Does God Almighty run the mint, 
or is it run by the government? The government 
can create money with a printing-press as well as a 
mint. Mr. Horr says: 

Government issued the greenbacks, but they hav always 
been promises to pay coin, not coin itself. f 

But suppose that instead of issuing promises to 
pay dollars the government should issue real paper 
dollars, which would pay debts, taxes, salaries, cus- 
toms dues, and interest on the public debt, and the 
public debt itself, and buy whatever he wants, 
would not Mr. Horr be puzzled to find a reason 
why they would not be just as good as gold or silver 
dollars? I can giv a great many reasons why they 
would be much better. I am taking a great deal of 
liberty with Mr. Horr. Cowards are always bravest 
when there is no danger. Mr. Horr says he never 
replies to Populists. Mr. Horr may object to my 
paper-money scheme on the ; round that it would 
hav no value, but he must remember that most of 
the gold that is mined is used for money. If it 
were not so used it would not be worth a dollar a 
pound. It is its use as money which givs gold the 
greater part of its value. Would not the use of 
paper money giv it a similar value, and for the same 
reason? 

If the government can create money out of gold 
and silver, can it not create it out of copper, nickel, 
brass, bronze, zinc, aluminum, or any other metals, 
or their combinations—if God Almighty did not 


And if the government, his this wide 
range in regard to “substantes” out of which 
inoney cal be iade; what reason can Mr. Horr giy 
why it cánnot be created out of paper? He seems 
to think that in some mysterious way God Almighty 
must be mixed in with the creation of money. J 
guess the idea comes from creating worlds out of 
nothing. Though the legend “In God We Trust” 
is on the coins, yet if we had to trust-in God to 
create our money I-am inclined to think we would 


hav an eternal shortage. 


The great need of the country is more money, 
and we should hav it, and in sufficient amount to 
do the business of the country oh a Gash b sib, if 
capital did hot control the legislature and bribe thb 

goss. I get the weekly 7ribine for less than à 
half cent à number—not enough to pay for the 
blank paper. The balance must come from inter- 
ested parties. A man intimated to Mr. Vanderbilt 
that it was his duty to cultivate his brain as well as 
to fill his pockets. He replied, * Brains be damned. 
Í can buy the best brains in America," That is a 
very discouraging as well as -humiliating fact. 
Money sways the press, the press advocates’ the 
cause of the money lord, and the money lord in too 
many instances is put in position to vote money 
into his own pocket. John Swinton said that the 
editors of all the great papers were “intellectual — 
prostitutes.” 

All of this misleading talk about «intrinsic value” 
and paper money being redeemed is little better 
than mental prostitution. Paper money is valuable 
just as a horse is valuable. A horse is valuable on 
account of the services he renders. And when the 
government takes & piece of paper and manipulates 
it so that it will buy anything we want, pay out . 
debts and taxes, it. becomes valuable on account of 
the taany üses to which it can be put. In a nearby 
village a shoemaker took a piece of tin about the 
Sige of a dime and told a grocer that he wanted ten 
cents’ worth of tobacco. The grocer put up the to- 
batco and raked the tin into the drawer. A shout 
went up fiom the bystanders, and they exclaimed i 
“Took at your teh-cent piece." The grocer care- 


|lessly replied: “I guess the ten-cent piece is, all 


right.” In a short time the grocer went to the 
next store and bought bome article and tendered 
the tin dime. The merchant, to carry on the jcke, 
accepted it and paid it out to some one else, and it 
passed from hand to hand, all regarding it as a huge 
joke. But the tin dime kept right on doing. busi- : 
ness. Finally, a man came into the shoe-shop to 

hav a patch put onto his shoe and the shoemaker - 
charged him ten cents, and the man handed him 

back his tin dime and he took it. That tin dime 

did dollars and dollars worth of business: Did any- ` 
one Ì:se anything—did ahybody get cheated? 

That tin dime was just as valuable to effect those 

exchanges äs a silver dime. Every time it changed 

hands valüe was received, and when it came back to 

the shoemaker it was certainly redeemed. So if a 

mah should render service to the government, a8 

the soldiers did, and take his pay in paper money, 

would not the government receive full value? And 

when this money was started on its mission, effect- 

ing exchanges and passing from hand to hand, 

would rot everyone who received and paid it out giv 

and get value received? And when it paid taxes or 

was received by the government for customs dues, 

would it not be redeemed to all intents and pur- 

poses? What more can gold or silver money do? 

The government can c'eate just such money, and 

Mr. Horr knows it; but he is paid to keep the fact 
away from the people. 

But Mr. Horr will try to make the people believe 
that we would be compelled to break trade with our 
foreign neighbors because they would not take 
our money. If they want gold, can we not giv it 
to them? Will not our mines produce it? If not, 
ought we to wear it out and lose it doing business 
at home? Paper money, in proper volume, would 
circulate among the people and do the business of 
the country and distribute the wealth more equally. 
It could not be cornered, and it would not be uec- 
essary to keep millions of dollars in gold and silver 
lying idle at great expense to the people, and no 
more benefit to them than so many tons of cobble- 
stone. France, Ergland, and Germany hav seen 
times when they were compelled to hav more money 
than they could command. We passed through 
such a period during the last war, and may hav to 
pass through another. And then bonds must 
be issued and a stream of money to pay interest 
kept flowing from the wealth produce:s into the 
co "ers of the bondholders for years. 

With taxes to pay on hundreds of millions of 
church property, and a hundred thousand priests 
and ministers to support in useless idleness, it 
would seem as though we ought to consider that 
there must be a limit to the burdens that the peo-_ 


! ple can bear up under. There are some things 


which the handy man of the Tribune does not want 
the people to know—viz., Ist: That the government 


That paper mone 
will effect our exchanges just as well as gold, ee 


has power to create money. 9d. 


will not cost the people half as much. 3d. That it 
is the only kind of money that can be so regulated 
as to volume as to bear a just proportion to the 
number of inhabitants and the amotint of business 
done. 4th. With this kind of money it would be 
impossible for bankers and Shylocks to bring on a 
panic every decade, and swoop down like birds of 
prey upon the wealth producers, and fill their 
already plethorie pockets with ill-gotten gain, and 
turn out thousands of men to be imprisoned as 
tramps, or put to pounding stones as vagrants. 
5th. With this kind of money the people could not 
be made to pay five per cent interest on the bonds 
upon which the banks are based, and thus allow the 
banks to draw a stream of money from the people 
at the back door in interest on the bonds and then 
make them pay sit to twelve per cent at the bank 
counter to. get money to tise. 6th. That when 
money is plenty prices range high, and the producer 
can make his own money, and is not compelled to 
use that of old Shylock at ruinous rates. 

In 1865, when money was plenty, McOulloch 
said: “Every man who wants a day's work can get 
it and good wages, and the people are prosperous 

, and happy.” Compare those times with the près- 
ent. There were no tramps then to wander through 
the country and starve in the midst of plenty. But 
the handy man of the Zribune sweats and chafes 
and lolls and lathers to make the people believe 
those were just such times as the. people do not 
want to-day. Whoop it up to 'em, Mr. Horr! Rip 
'em up the back; who cares a damn how much the 
people suffer if a few can roll in wealth, and we can 
get down to a “single gold standard" and 
hav an “honest dollar" and a “sound currency?” 
Mr. Horr is after his pound of flesh and doesn’t care 
a cuss how much blood he draws. I do not blame 
Mr. Roscoe, for he doesn't know any better. He has 
not yet learned the difference between money and a 
promissory note. l 

The key to all this infernal racket about an hon- 
est dollar and a sound currency and. a single gold 
standard is found in the advice of a British capital- 
ist and aristocrat given to the rich men and blood- 
suckers of this country. The plan is to control 
wages, which he says can be done by controling the 
money, the object: being to reduce the laboring 
class in this country to the level of European 
labor. 

Like everything else, when money is scarce, it is 
hard to get. It takes more labor, more produce, to 
get a certain amount. When money is scarce it can 
be cornered and controled by the rich. When 
money is scarce it is hard to pay debts. The poor 
owe the rich; and when debts are contracted when 
money is plenty and prices are high, and hav to be 
paid when money is scarce and prices low, it takes 
more labor or produce to pay them. This differ- 
ence redounds to the benefit of the creditor class. 
It will be found that most farms and homes which 
hav been and are to be sold under foreclosure were 
mortgaged when money was plenty and prices were 
high. These homes and farms would not hav been 
sold if the volume of money and the prices had been 
kept uniform. These farms will go into the hands 
of men whose condition is above that of the mort- 
gager. Hence the tendency is toward the accumu- 
lation of vast tracts of lands in the hands of the 
few, and the money follows the land as it did in the 
decline of Rome. 

Rich men—those drawing salaries, bondholders, 
bankers, annuitants, and all men having fixed in- 
comes—will favor scarce money, and advocate what 
is called a “sound currency,” and “gold standard,” 
and “honest money,” and inveigh against “ infla- 
tion,” “rag money,” and “dishonest dollars.” Hence 
it is plain to see why the handy man of the Zribune 
brings his artillery to bear on the Democratic party 
in regard to the tariff, but is in perfect accord with 
it in regard to money. This may seem a little mys- 
terious to the uninitiated, but it is explained in a 
secret circular sent out by Wall street to the bank- 
ers and Shylocks not long ago. It says: 

The people must be kept in a condition of antagonism. 
The question of tariff retorm must be urged through the 
organization of the Democratic party. And the question 
of protection with reciprocity must be forced to public 
view through the Republican party. By thus dividing 


the voters, we can get them to expend their energies in 
fighting each other over questions of no importance to us. 


Now, can you see why Carlisle goes to Wall 
street when he wants to take counsel in regard to 
banks, bonds, or money? Can you see why Grover 
Cleveland and John Sherman greet each other with 
& holy kiss. and join in a fraternal embrace when 
there is any legislation touching the money ques- 
tion? The truth is, the Democratic party and the 
Republican party are only different wings of the 


! down, 
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their interests. Our primaries and nominating con- 
ventions are run by unscrupulous ringsters and 
bosses, who are willing to unite church’ and state, 
or let the “Union slide,” if they can only mount 
the crest of the popular wave and get away with the 
swag. The old Jeffersonian ideas of government 
are lost sight of, and the platforms of the old 
parties was formulated by Mr. Vanderbilt, and can be 
expressed in few words, “The people be damned.” 
I bring this indictment against the old parties not 


out of any ill-will, but because I am interested in 
the public welfare, and would feel that I was not 


discharging my duty to say less. 

Advancing age admonishes me that I shall not 
write many more articles, and I am loth to hav my 
friends think that I would write anything which I 


‘do not consider for the public good. Mark this 


prediction: Unless the laboring classes marshal 


‘their forces, and oppose with manly fortitude the en. 


croachments of capital, the child is now born who will 
liv to see the laborer of this country outlawed. 
Naples, N. Y. Joun Prox. 


Observations. 


There is nothing to rejoice over in the fact that 
the Prophet of Gowanus has written the closing 
paper in the discussion which he evoked with the 


‘undersigned some months ago; and, so far as I am 


concerned, there is little to regret. Still, I wish 
that he had quit in a better temper, though perhaps 
that is scarcely to be expected of one who has played 
his full number of innings without scoring a point. 
It will be noticed that the statement of what Mr. 
Roscoe terms his “ main proposition” has been re- 
served for his last letter instead of being intro- 
duced earlier in the discussion—a proceeding that 
speaks highly for the author's sagacity, since the 
said “main proposition" is thereby saved from 
negativ criticism. If he had said before that the 
free coinage of silver would double the money cost 
of articles which we find it necessary to buy, I 
should hav hinted that, as this would involve the 
obtaining of two prices for that which we hav to sell, 
the hardship would not be unbearable. I do not, 
however, indorse the proposition as wholly sound. 
I regard it as a prophecy, merely, and it is never 
safe to deal with prophecies until after the date of 
their maturity. 

Mr. Roscoe is not quite satisfied with the present 
aspect of the dispute about the cause of the currency 
of cent-pieces. The government manufactures these 
coins and makes twenty-five of them legal tender 
for a quarter of a dollar. Now, in New York, one 
can readily dispose of fifty or one hundred of these 
coins in payment of a bill to the amount of a half 
dollar or & dollar, while in San Francisco, where 
they possess the same legal quality, he could not ex- 
change them for car fare, for damaged fruit, or even 
for a tamale. Which of these facts government 
monopoly and coinage are responsible for, I hav not 
undertaken to say, merely suggesting that the New 
Yorker receives cent-pieces because he can pass 
them again, while the San Franciscan refuses them 
because he cannot. 

Over the difference between “redeemed” and 
“exchanged,” Mr. Roscoe may turn all tbe verbal 
somersets he wants to. The practical odds, in the 
way I hav used the former word, are not great. 
Mr. Roscoe holds that the paying out of a govern- 
ment note, or any other note, for any desired com- 
modity is “exchange.” Let him hav it 80; the re- 
sult is precisely the same as though the buyer had 
previously turned the note into gold at the sub- 
treasury and effected his purchase afterward. The 
person who cannot see this is the one whose mind is 
mystified with words instead of clarified by the 
contemplation of facts. 

«Tt is certain," says Mr. Roscoe, basing the state- 
ment upon an argument of his own, “that the rise 
in the purchasing. power of gold is due almost en- 
tirely to the decrease in the cost of producing those 
things for which gold is exchanged.” How about 
real estate? Has the introduction of labor-saving 
machinery caused an over-supply of land and a con- 
sequent lessening of the expense of producing it ? 
If the volume of gold is not decreasing proportion- 
ately to the population, it seems to me that even 
wages should be stable, since there has been no 
appreciable decrease in the cost of producing labor- 
ers. But the fact is, that land, though necessarily in 
greater demand than ever, and labor, though its 
capacity has been enormously augmented, are both 
cheaper than they hav been. Add to this the 
further facts that the per capita money wealth of 
the country is falling off, and that the per capita 
circulation, owing to the hoarding of gold, is away 
and the necessity of a financial change 


same army under the command of Kin Shy! ck. | would ficient] t ‘usti mebody 
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the many lords of the country, and legislation is in 


Iam informed that owing to my unfamiliarity 
with the question under discussion I hav been un- 
able to present the most cogent arguments in favor 
of the free coinage of silver. This, of course, is a 
great disappointment to Mr. Roscoe, who has prob- 
ably invested in some volume warranted to expose 
all the fallacies of the leading silver men, and my 
neglect to reproduce those fallacies has made it im- 
possible for him to administer the prescribed dose. 
He has my sympathy. But admitting my own in- 
sufficiency, I would like to inquire whether the 
cause of the monometallists relies entirely upon the 
supports presented by Mr. Roscoe. Is the evidence 
all in, and do they rest with his concluding effort? 
Is that their case? 


Professor Oook, of Kansas, has written a poem 
entitled, * A Tribute to S. P. Putnam,” of which 
the following is the opening part: 


Brave Putnam, in the mental field, 

To freedom's foes will never yield, 

But presses on the light to spread, 

By science, truth, and Freethought led. 


One hundred nineteen years ago 

His namesake faced the British foe; 

Yes, when he heard of Lexington, 
Unyoked his team and snatched his gun. 


With inspiration, eourage, will, 

He led the brave at Bunker Hill; 

His bosom glowed with Freedom’s flame— 
Immortal Putnam, glorious name! 


A good deal of poetry comes to this office, but 
the Editor has not a very keen appreciation of any- 
thing inferior to Shakspere or Tennyson, so that 
much of it is not printed. My own has to be 
sworn in after the style of a challenged vote, and 
unless I can use that of a contributor to point & 
moral or adorn a tale it don'tgo. The mute, inglo- 
rious Miltons are my pie, and I shall giv more of 
Mr. Cook’s poem hereafter. 

The editor hands me the following communica- 
tion, which be has received : : 


Locusr Conan, O., May 27, 1804. 

Mr. Eprron: With your kind permission 1 would offer 
a suggestion. 

Though my name is not on your subscription list, I 
receive Tat Truts Serger regularly and should be 
sorry to find this powerful organ of Freethought losing 
its popularity, in a measure, from a cause which may be 
unsuspected by the Editor. I. refer to the weekly page 
of *' Observations.” 

Mr. George Macdonald being a brother to the Editor 
would naturally seem to be very close to the Editor him- 
self, and that his writings are practically editorials. T 
am not alone in this view, nor in theopinion that matters 
purely political should, for policy’s sake, be avoided by 
the editors, 

A free aud open discussion of tariffand money questions 
between correspondents might be well, but those Free- 
thinkers who believe that the prosperity of our countr 
demands a protectiv tariff will hardly relish being called. 
robbers and pirates by a brother of the Editor, and the 
suffering thousands, many of whom believe their misery 
to be caused by uncertainty due to the present peril of the 
protectiv tariff, will not be grateful to Mr. George Mac- 
donald for trying to inaugurate the principle of destruc- 
tion of their industries and the starvation of their wives 
and little ones. 

Of course the more fortunate student of American 
politics, after reading one of the ‘‘Observations” in Tam 
TRUTH SEEKER of Mav 10th, to wit: ‘‘It cannot, of 
course, be maintained that the employee is benefited by 
the protectiv tariff, because there is free trade in labor,” 
can afford to be very charitable with Mr. George, seeing, 
as he will at a glance, that the usually bright brain of G. 
E. Macdonald, can accommodate a very large increase of 
political knowledge without hurtful crowding. 

Three of my acquaintances, all thorough Ireethinkers, 
declare that they cannot conscientiously support a journal 
whose Editor advocates the destruction of American in- 
dustries and the impoverishment of American wage- 
earners. One has already ceased and the others will not 
renew. I can but regret this, because I most heartily 
wish for the success of Tat TRUTH SEEKER and would be 
sorry to hav it share the fate of Freethought. 

Yours for success,’ Onas. O. Hays. 


The above correspondent errs in viewing this col- 
umr as in & sense editorial. That is a fundamental 
error. If the Editor desired that these observations 
should express his thought he would write them 
himself. He does not hold himself to answer for 
anything of mine, nor [ for anything of his, and we 
are not agreed as to which escapes the greater re- 
sponsibility. As a rule my contributions do not 
affect the paper's circulation or finances tnfavor- 
ably. 

d &m obliged to notice that as yet nobody who 
agrees with the so-called “ political” notions dis- 
eussed here occasionally has ever complained of 
the introduction of politics. The introduction is 
offensiv only when the ideas advanced are not 
assented to. If I had characterized the protectiv 
tariff as a national blessing, does anybody suppose 
that Mr. Hays would hav objected to Observations 
or raised a warning voice? He might not hav been 
worked up to the point of subscribing for a paper 
in whose prosperity he is so deeply interested, but he 
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would certainly hav assured the Editor of his dis- 
tinguished regard. 

The Editor of Tsz Truta Szrxzn is a person of 
great intellectual hospitality, and I hav noticed that 
the opinions of his subscribers are always given 
due weight and courteous consideration; but I hav 
not observed that the kicking of a correspondent 
whose communication opens with the words, 
“Though my name is not on your subscription 
list,” and who intimates that he is about to discon- 
tinue borrowing the paper, influences his conduct 
as business manager. The trinity of “three ac- 
quaintances” introduced by Mr. Hays is a some- 
what antiquated myth. 

As to the tariff, I still regard it as an act of 
confiscation. .The sort of protection the people 
just now stand in need of is protection from their 
protectors, and they will continue to need it so long 
as the tariff iniquity is permitted to exist. No 
political party, so far as I know, has taken this 
view of the matter; it is not, therefore, a political 
question, but one of right. honesty, and common 
sense, which can scarcely be called political factors. 


The church has a new enemy in the automatic 
gum machine. Small children, on their way to 
worship, hav got in the habit of slipping their mis- 
sionary pennies into the machine and extracting 
therefrom chewing gum, instead of making the de- 
signed contribution to the conversion of the 
heathen. In consequence, Sunday-school collec- 
tions are falling off, and various clergymen hav in- 
augurated a crusade against this fresh device of 
Satan. As the heathen hav not been heard from, 
and as the children appear to enjoy the gum, it 
looks as though the church would hav to absorb 
the machine to save the pennies. A nice nickel-in- 
the-slot device, duly consecrated, would not be a 
bad substitute for that old offender, the contribu- 
tion box, and if there were gum in it the contributor 
would at least hav something to show for bis money. 

A committee is investigating the New York police 
department, and there is also some inquiry into the 
proceedings of the United States Senate touching 
the question of the bribery of members. In the case 
of the police, it is noticeable that the derelictions 
charged are all with relation to the morale of the 
community, a thing with which the police right- 
fully hav no concern; while in the Senate the 
trouble has arisen over the sugar schedule in the 
tariff bill, a matter which has no business in the 
legislature. When citizens learn to look after their 
own morals and commerce, instead of hiring officials 
for that purpose, such corruption in office will be- 
. come impracticable. But while the city itself shares 
the profits of immorality, and the country looks to 
spoliation for its revenues, public servants will not 
cease to learn the lesson so plainly taught by their 
employers. 


Speaking of bribery, a rare case of official rectitude 
was exhibited a few years ago by a member of the 
first legislature of the state of Washington. It was 
openly charged that the election of Senator Squire 
was procured by the purchase of representative, 
and those who professed to know all about it 
claimed that $3 000 was the current price of votes. 
A representativ from one county came home poor, 
and was therefore pointed to as a living example of 
incorruptibility. Even his colleague swore that he 
never got a cent. “No,” said the colleague, “when 
the wire-pullers offered John $3,000 for his vote, he 
was immovable as & rock. Five thousand was the 
least he would take.” 


In commending military training in schools, par- 
ticularly parochial schools, the same being provided 
at public expense, the New York Sun says: 

Religion and patriotism are inculcated in the boys as 
kindred virtues, and they are receiving a physical training 
which will cultivate in them self-respect add the power of 
endurance under the strain of life. The whole movement 
is wise and of the highest social use. 

There is a sort of writing that Colonel Burr of 
Washington calls *flapdoodle," under which head 
the foregoing can be very appropriately placed. 
When patriotism is inculeated along with religion it 
is pretty likely to be as much of a humbug as its 
contemporary. Piety is the favorit cloak for hypoc- 
risy; and the present enthusiasm of the church for 
* American institutions” goes a good way toward 
proving the truth of the remark that patriotism is 
the last resort of scoundrels. The physical benefits 
of the drill are insignificant. Every position of the 
soldier is unnatural, and is dropped when the com- 
mand “at ease” is given. The boys are merely 
turned into pieces of mechanism. As a consequence, 
when out of uniform and out of the ranks they are 
inclined to go to the other extreme and to become 

noticeably slouchy in their bodily positions and 


| movements. 


In the ranks there is a machine-like 
obedience; among the officers a pomposity and 
affected strut. On the one hand enforced submis- 
sion to brutality and insult; on the other the over- 
bearing manners that would not be tolerated except 
in a uniform. ‘he boys who are trained under the 
present system, inaugurated by Harrison, will either 
leave school to forget all their knowledge of military 
tactics, or to be absorbed into the militia, resulting 
in astanding army as a new burden for the coun- 
try. In the first case their drilling will hav proved 
useless; in the second, a good deal worse. If the 
school curriculum is to be enlarged, it should in- 
clude manual instead of military training. In times 
of peace, the saw and hammer are vastly superior 
in point of usefulness to the sword and gun: while 
an hour in the gymnasium of a Turn Verein is, for 
purposes of bodily culture, better than a week in the 
ranks. I do not think that the present revival of 
soldiering indicates any increase in the warlike 
spirit; but the gun-manufacturers, the military 
tailors, and retired patriots out of a job need busi- 
ness in accoutering, clothing, and drilling the toy 
soldiers, while religion and “patriotism” are seri- 
ously in want of the stimulant which this sort of 
tomfoolery provides. Gzo. E. Macponazp. 
—Éó— —— 


News and Notes. 


The campaign this week has been one of varied 
interest and pleasure. The Freethought pioneer 
work has many bright places. Northport, Long 
Island, is one of these. The churches are pretty 
well established here; but there is no lack of Lib- 
eral ideas. I gave five lectures, and the audiences, 
although not large, increased from evening to 
evening. I endeavored as much as possible to hav 
the subject-matter discussed; but very few seemed 
disposed to come forward. The churches hav come 
to the conclusion to keep silence. In fact, the only 
one to lend a hand for the Christian religion was a 
Jew; and whether he is a converted Jew or not, I 
do not know, for his assertions were very vague, 
with a pretense of much knowledge. His argu- 
ments were like those of the Rev. Mr. Hastings, 
who flourishes all around the subject but never 
meets the real issue. It is very seldom that a Jew 
will side in with a Christian; but once in a while 
one will do it, but not to the honor of the ancient 
religion. My opponent seemed to be somewhat be- 
hind the times on scientific questions, though I 
believe it is rumored that he does understand the 
Hebrew language. He labored under the impres- 
sion that evolution was still a theory and not a 
demonstration, and that was the point he endeav- 
ored to make, which might hav done very well for a 
half century ago, but will not do for to-day, any 
more than if one should assert that the steam- 
engin wasa theory and not a fact. I tried to answer 
his indefinit vagaries with proper courtesy; but I 
much fear that he was carried away by his own 
conceit, and did not even hav the clear sightedness of 
Balaam’s ass. He couldn’t see a point any more 
than the recalcitrant prophet. He is evidently of 
the ancient order of the Jewish race. The intelli- 
gent portion of these people to-day stand neither 
by Moses nor Jesus, but by science and modern 
thought, and hav no desire to prolong the super- 
stitious of the past. 

Northport in this lovely month of June is in the 
crown of its glory. The trees and grass are shining 
in emerald luster, and the waters are like a diamond 
beneath the clear sky. This is about the handsom- 
est port on Long Island; and the wooded hills 
about make a charming prospect as one looks from 
the glittering sea beyond the sandy beaches. I 
spent three days on the water, and enjoyed the 
luxury of forgetting on the dreamy deep the strug- 
gle of existence. Exhilarating is the motion and 
music of the far-sweeping tide. The first day I 
was on board the steamer “ Mystery,” with Capt. 
Seymour and N. L. Pidgeon. This was the boat 
which bore the pilgrims to Ingersoll’s lecture at 
Norwalk, and on its return voyage in the thick 
mist stranded on Eaton's point, but without injury 
to boat or passengers. But as usual the orthodox 
tried to find a good deal of divine and frowning 
providence in this slight delay, and heralded all over 
the country that the Infidel party was wrecked. 
But “God,” it seems, was unacquainted with Long 
Island Sound, and did not know the best place for 
wrecking purposes. The “ Mystery” is as sound as 
ever, and I floated in her with perfect safety over 
the shining expanses. The next two days I spent 
with Capt. Scott in his beautiful naphtha boat, 
which glides like a bird over the waters. I went 
to Oyster Bay and over to Norwalk, Conn., and met 
A. B. Bennett and other Liberal friends. Capt. 
Cole, our stanch supporter, I am sorry to say, was 
on the sick list the first days of the campaign, but 
was with us the last voyage; and this trip was 
indeed a delightful one. ong in memory will 


linger the splendor of the sea—the varying sky 
with white and golden clouds—the calm and wel- 
coming harbor—the beaches—the green banks and 
soft declivities. Amidst such scenes one can dream 
that this world is growing brighter. Again I en. 
joyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Dexter K. 
Cole; and I am sure that- with the aid of generous 
friends something tas been done for progress. 

It was my privilege to pass a delightful Sunday 
with Ingersoll and his family on the banks of the 
wonderful Hudson, where certainly one can get as . 
near to heaven as is possible on this planet. The 
house, which has the appearance of a beautiful 
castle, is situated five hundred feet above the banks, 
and from this hight the noble river is seen stretch- 
ing away for many miles, with the grand hills on 
the opposit shore and deep woods near by, green 
lawns, gardens, orchards, and winding walks. The 
delicious country life is round about, the roar of 
the city being lost in the quiet, disturbed only by 
the continuous music of nature’s choir of birds and 
insects. The cows and the chickens and the horses: 
complete the rural picture, with the spring flowing 
underneath the spreading branches of the ancient 
forest, and mingling with all the smiles and grace 
of little children. Well, it was one of those days 
that make the poetry of human life, more than a 
thousand bibles or a thousand churches; that fills 
the heart with hope, and givs courage to plunge 
again into the dust and turmoil of life’s battle. 

Aftér writing my “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” roaming through the radiant portions of 
human history, I must now take to the campaign 
work again in distant fields. In another column is 
outlined my work until September. After that I 
desire to take my course through Washington, Ore- 
gon, California, Arizona, and Texas, and I hope that 
friends will do their best to arrange for lectures. 
We must push the work. Unless we educate the 
people how can we deal successfully with the politi- 
cians, who will follow the people perhaps, but who 
will never lead them? Samvex P. Pornam. 


Suffrage for Women. 

In Taz TaurH Szzxer of the 27th ult. a letter 
over the signature of C. O Fisk touches a matter 
of great-importance. He unequivocally declares 
that woman suffrage ought to be added to the Nine 
Demands of Liberalism Mr. Fisk has expressed 
the thought that has been and is in the minds of all 
true, right-minded men and women, of all who be- 
lieve in justice and equity. 

The reasons why women should exercise the right 
and privilege of the ballot are plain enough and - 
need no setting forth before the intelligent readers 
of Tur Teura Szzxer. And upon this question, as 
in eveything else pertaining to human development, 
emancipation, and progression, Liberals should lead 
and not follow. There should be no hesitation, no 
standing back, no awaiting results of the work of 
others, no bringing up the rear. Liberals should 
stand foremost in the vanguard. 

In every great movement where women hav been 
benefited Liberals hav extended a helping hand, 
and every advantage women enjoy to-day has come, 
directly or indirectly, from Liberal-minded men. 
And should they hold back in a matter of such sig- 
nificance as is conveyed in the thought of making 
woman as free as is man? As an argument against 
the movement it is urged that women with the bal- 
lot in their hands would advance the interests of 
religion and superstition, but what women would 
or would not do is not to be considered in a ques- 
tion of right. It has never been asked whether & 
man would be in favor of superstitious fancies or 
not when he receives the ballot into his hands. He 
does as he pleases. It is not to be supposed that 
women would make worse errors of judgment than 
hav men, judging from that which we see and know. 

The higher education of women has broadened 
the mind as nothing else has done. With more 
activ opportunities will come a deeper sense of re- 
sponsibility, a stirring of the forces of reason and 
common sense. And it must always be borne in 
mind that women did not make the Bible, did not 
put the curse upon herself, did not make the creeds 
Por fashion the catechism. ‘The whole frame-work 
and construction of superstition, with all the dia- 
bolical train of evils, hav been the work ot men. 
When men became free from the tyrannies of the 
church they shifted the responsibility of maintain- 
ing that institition to the shoulders of women. 
But because this state of things obtains now is no 
reason for believing it will always be. The means 
and measures that liberated men from the thraldom 
of superstition, if applied to women, will free them 
also. There is no rule for one sex that does not 
apply to the other. — 

The signs of the times show plainly enough that 
the church is accurately measuring the value and 
prestige that will accrue to if by the approval of 
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suffrage for women. Nor need anyone be surprised 
if the Catholic church in this matter appears in ad- 
vance of Protestantism. Last fall at the municipal 
election in this city the Catholic priests made a 
house-to-house canvass, commanding Catholic wom- 
en to register and vote for school committee, the 
only suffrage privilege women hav in Massachusetts, 
and the only reason they did not elect their candi. 
dates was that they did not begin to register soon 
enough. Protestant women became aroused and 
went to the polls in large. numbers and elected their 
ticket. Nor are Catholic women all fools. Those 
who hav received the benefit of an education in our 
public schools, and who hav learned the meaning of 
the Australian ballot system, are not likely to be 
hoodwinked or browbesten at election time. But 
that is neither here nor there. The question is, 
Will Liberal men heed the coming events that cast 
their shadows before? Will they show that they 
realize the meaning of freedom by frankly and em- 
phatically showing to the world that they accept no 
right or privilege for themselvs that they do not 
cheerfully accord to every other without reference 
to sex or creed? Susan H. Wrxon.: 
Fall River, Mass. 


The Cause in Oregon. 


Leaving the Portland Secular Church in charge 
of Miss Olds, Mr. Smith, and the Portland friends, 
I went to Forest Grove, April 15th, to lecture and 
to report progress of Auxiliary No. 2 of the Oregon 
State Secular Union, which is in charge of Annie 
E. Barker. Mrs. Barker bas lectured every Sunday 
evening for this Union and conducted its Secular 
Sunday school since the organization of the circuit 
last February. The Sunday school is the finest of 
its kind in the state, and, so far as I know, in the 
country. Its membership is about ninety-five, and 
it uses the paraphernalia sent out by the State Un- 
ion—the same that is used in all the Secular Sunday 
schools of Oregon. Two groups of children from 
eight to fifteen years of age use the Lesson leaflets. 
The first had eleven members and was ably led by 
Mrs. Abbott, who is also assistant superintendent 
of the Sunday school. The second group had ten 
members and was conducted by one of the bright- 
est I'ttle women in the state—Mrs. S. T. Crow. 
Her enthusiasm was reflected in the bright eyes 
and happy faces of all her pupils, and her kind 
words and gentle manners make a power in the 
school Mrs. Barker conducts the third group, 
which numbers at least twenty-five young men and 
women. She is an educator, a builder, a constructiv 
Secularist, and she has gathered in her group some 
of the brightest young people in Forest Grove. The 
fourth group is called the Progressiv Bible class. A 
Christian minister—Rev. Mr. Hazel, I think, is his 
name—has, by invitation, been the leader of this 
group for several Sundays. He entertained hopes 
of “converting” the members, but ‘from present in- 
dications he will hav to stay away from the meetings 
or he will learn enough to make him a Secularist. 
The work outlined by the State Union for this ad- 
vaneed group consists of studying the Bible, Koran, 
and the sacred writings of different nations, and 
also discussions upon the leading topics of the day. 
“The History of Cremation” was to be their next 
theme. Mrs. Barker’s Juvenil Choir is a band of 
boys and girls of which our Forest Grove friends 
can all be proud. The literary exercises, consisting 
of songs, recitations, and a dialog by two very 
bright boys, were exceptionally fine. The calis- 
thenic drill was heartily enjoyed and participated 
in by nearly all the school. Seeing several young 
children, suggestions were given with regard to 
: forming a kindergarten class, which will be under 
the charge of Mrs. C. W. Robinson. 

Could the Liberals who are asking the question, 
* How can we make local unions flourish?” visit the 
society at Forest Grove or the parent organization 
at Portland they would hav their question satisfac- 
torily answered. No matter how many suggestions 
are given to local unions, they will not thrive until 
a regular lecturer includes them in a circuit, organ- 
izes secular Sunday-schools, and makes it his or her 
business to make them flourish. 

A fine audience assembled Sunday evening, when 
I lectured on “The Fiction of the Christian's 
Easter Day.” At Mrs. Barker's request I also 
talked a few minutes on the American Protectiv 
Association and the Junior Order of United Ameri- 
can Mechanics, taking the ground that both these 
organizations are dangerous to our liberty and tbat 
' Secularists cannot afford to identify themselvs with 
them. 

The most prominent worker in this auxiliary is 
the worthy treasurer of the Oregon State Secular 
Union, D. C. Stewart. Mr. and Mrs. Stewart are 
thorough Liberals, and it is indeed a pleasure to 
know them and their three bright children, 


T left Forest Grove feeling more assured than ever 
that the Oregon State Secular Union is on the right 
track ; that it is ina position to really accomplish per- 
manent results; that its growth must come through 
patient, earnest, aggressiv work, and that it never 
can accomplish much permanent work by merely 
holding one mass meeting a year, leaving Chris- 
tians to furnish amusement for Secularists and the 
rising generation the rest of the time. 

I wish to say to the Secularists in the vicinity of 
Forest Grove that Mrs. Barker will respond to calls 
to lecture during the week whenever she can do so, 
and not conflict with her regular Sunday evening 
lecture. Nettie A. Olds, who is also one of the 
Oregon State S:eular Union licensed lecturers, de- 
livered an address before the Forest Grove Union 
on * Free Moral Agency," and so great was the en- 
thusiasm that they all want her back again. 

We hav still three thousand membership blanks 
on hand. Oregon Liberals, let us hear from you. 
If you want a lecturer, or desire & Secular Sunday 
school established, write, and & representativ of the 
Oregon State Secular Union will be with you and 
bring necessary instructions and materials. What 
Portland and other: places are doing, you can do. 
Liberals living outside of this state must inclose 
postage for reply to their letters of inquiry. The 
Oregon State Secular Union treasury needs funds 
and cannot afford to send materials outside of the 
state, unless postage is paid. Since last report, 
there has been received twenty-five cents each from 
M. Spahn, D. C. Hatch, and Earnest Hatch, Port- 
land. Karım Kerem SMITE, 

Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 


“Four Hundred Years.” 


The list of subscribers for “ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought” continues to lengthen. The work 
is now running off the press handsomely, but the 
last form has not been put on yet. If your name 
gets here before that event occurs it will be printed 
in the book with the thousand others. 

This appears to be Pennsylvania week, for that 
state is represented byan even score of subscribers. 
The new names are 88 follows: 


Arkansas.—E. E. Adams, M.D. 

Oalifornia.—John Clark, Philip Cowen, B. B. Rock- 
wood, M. E. Smith, Clarence M. Shaw. i 

Colorado.—Mra. T. 8, Olds. 

Connecticut.—G. G. Grower, Miss Mary Dunham. 

Florida.—W m. Neiswender. 

Tllinois.—Phoebe S. Roberts, Richard Wieting, J. G. 
Meister, G. H. Britton, Ernest Heck. 

Towa.—A. A. Davis, E. B. Cross. 

Kansas. —John G. Cooper. 

Massachusetts, —J. L. Buxton, Mrs. Henry P. Davis. 

Michigan.—D. Millard, John A. Aspinall. 

Nebraska.—Mrs. Lavina Wagner. 

New Jersey.—Julius Fehr, M.D., Harris G. Avery, 
August Jacobi, Thomas Black. 

New York.—OCapt. R. A. Kinnier, Jasper J. Brown. 

Ohio.—Milton Racey, D. M. Worley, Ewald Duemig, 
Solomon Hill, A. W. Tinker. 

Oregon.— Mrs. Isabella Robinson. . 

Pennsylvavia—A. W. Thompson, G. P. Driesbach, 
Wm. Hulton, Wm. Owen, Levi Kelly, H. R. Miller, 
Ernest and Ernestine CO. Platz, W. F. Leriob, W. J. 
Haldeman, F. C. Mende, D. R. Christian. T. H. Hershey, 
E. M. Stevenson, Wm. Holmes, Ben F. Eynon, J. O. 
Bentley, Samuel Eberly, John F. Werntz, Thos. W. 
McHenry. 

Utah—Hector W. Haight. 

Vermont—John P. Warner. 

Washington—W. M. Anderson. 

Wisconsin—D. L. Tainter, Chas. La Tour. 


The Puritans of Glasgow, Scotland, hav called 
on the city council to put a stop to the desecration 
of the Sabbath by forbidding the running of street 
ears on Sunday. The council hav decli ed to inter- 
fere and the Puritans are holding indignat/on meet- 
iogs. The most immoral town ‘n earth is this same 
Glasgow. Why don’t the Puritans rescue the poor 
from their ignorance, and filth, and drunkenness, 
rather than attempt the ridiculous and imposs ble? 
— Kate Fields Washington. 


It is said that the Czar was so affected by a very 
realistic painting of “ The Crucifixion” st the St. 
P tersburg Salon that he ordered it to be removed 
as be ng too revolting. It is strange that he en- 
dures unmove? the practical crucifixion of an entire 
race, and does vot regard as revolting their treat- 
ment by official knout-masters throughout the em- 
pire. But the Czar is not the only sov re'gn to 
whom thumbscrew and laeh seemed part of the 
litany, and whose prostrations a’ worship were re- 
doubled with every fresh victim ascending ‘he place 
of torture. — San Francisco Public Opinion. 

The following sums for the Freethought Federa- 
tion of America hav been received st this office: 
B. B. Rockwood, $5; E. O. Tuttle, $1; Ernest 
Heck, $5. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tru Milwaukee Liberal Olub meets at Severance Hall, 
491 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.30 p.m. 


Tue Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 82 Moroe avenue. F 

Tur Soranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness; Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 


M. P. MoLwo» secretary of the Woman's Liberal 
League of Philadelphia writes: ‘I am instructed to ex- 
tend our thanks for your announcements of our lectures 
during the past season. We hav closed the meetings for 
the summer, but will reopen in the fall, when due notice 
will be given you.” 


Tum Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for May: . 
June 15th —** Tides of the Times.” Elmer E. Warner. 
June 22d—''Spontaneous Generation" Edward W. 

G. Dobson. 

June 29th—Last meeting of the season. Five minute 
speeches on ** What One Thing Wou!d You Hav the 
Constitutional Convention Do?" alternating with 
musical and elocutionary entertainment. Admission 
10 cents, at the door. 


Dr. E. B. Foors, TR., lectured last Friday before the 
Liberal Club on ** Vaccination or Sanitation.” The ad- 
dress included a general history of vaccination. During 
the recent smallpox scare in Brooklyn Dr. Foote em- 
ployed a man to visit the infected district for the purpose 
of obtaining such information as he could. By this 
means it was learned that deaths had resulted from un- 
heard of visits at all hours of the day; that people were 
coerced into heing vaccinated in the presence of police- 
men, and that even children suffering from measles and 
other diseases, and almost on their deathbeds, were 
forced to undergo the operation, thus hastening their 
desth. All cases of death due to vaccination, the speaker 
said, were, so far as possible, kept from the publio or 
attributed to other diseases: and the suffering caused 
by this method of warding off diseases could hardly be 
imagined. Dr. Foote is an anti-vaccinationist, aud holds 
that disease is often contracted from the virus instead of 
being prevented by it Drs. Holbrook, McCallum, and 
Hitchcock were present and expressed their agreement 
with the lecturer’s remarks. 


Karin Keum Smita, secretary of tbe Oregon Secular 
Union, writes: *' The Secularists of McMinnville, Or., are 
jubilant. A course of Liberal lectures has so enthused 
them that, as soon ag nrrangementg cau be perfected, an 
auxiliary to the Oregon State Secular Union will be 
formed there. Saturday evening, Avril 28th, T lectured 
on ‘The Fiction of the Christiana’ Easter Day ;’ the 
following Sunday afternoon on ‘ What Secularism Has 
Done for Woman,’ and Sunday evening my subject was 
* Freethought — The Fundamental Reform.’ My last 
lecture was followed by an address bv Mr. Smith on ‘The 
Defense of the One-Talent Man.’ The Sunday evening 
meeting especially was a grand success. no part of it 
being more enjoyed than the musio by Prof. W. M. 
Toney and his splendid orchestra McMinnville is 
fortunate in having so fine an orchestra, and the Secular- 
ists there will not soon forget the kindness of its mem- 
bers. Professor Toney jnstly feels prond of his assist- 
ants. The orchestra is composed of A, Walling, cornet; 
Mrs. Eva Walling, viano; E. Branson, clarinet; A. 
Adams, 2d clarinet; M. Walker, trombone; C. Hodson, 
bass viol; and J. Walker, piccolo. 

** While at McMinnville we enjoy the hospitality of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. T. Booth, who with ready heart and hand 
are always working for the great cause of mental liberty. 
Mr. Booth is one of earth's noblemen. In his quiet, un- 
assuming way, he sows the seeds of Freethought, and in 
his family circle happiness and love rule supreme. Miss 
Alta Booth, their bright seventeen-years-old daughter, 
ean hold her own with any Christian, and she will one 
day be a fine worker in our cause, Another daughter, 
Mrs. Ford, is also a thorough Liberal, and a musician, 
Her voice is rich and clear, and she will make a fine 
leader for the Secular choir of the McMinnville auxiliary. 
Her husband, E. N. Ford, is one of the leading citizens 
of MeMinnville, vice-president of its bank, and manager 
of a large implement store. Among others we met were 
Mr. and Mrs. D. A Wallace, Mr. and Mrs. Fuller, Mr. 
and Mrs. Clark, who are always on hand to work for the 
cause, Mary A. Booth, John Booth and family, Messrs. 
Bogue, Jolly, Gant, and so many more we can’t remem- 
ber all the names. Monday we spend at the house of 
Nettie A. Olds, with her father and mother, Dr. A. K. 
and M. J. Olds. Few Liberals in this country but know 
of the work and the generous aid which Mr. and Mrs. 
Olds hav given to farther Secularism. How encouraging 
to know that their talented daughter is now doing such 
splendid work in the same cause. It gave us strength 
and hope to spend these few days among our earnest 
friends. As soon 888 competent lecturer is ready to take 
charge another circuit and Secular church will be organ- 
ized with its Secular Sunday-schools.” 


S. P. Putnam’s Lecture Appointments. 

Iv bas been necessary to make some changes in the 
previous announcements, The following are the dates 
from June 23d to September 10th in Iowa, Miohigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Montana. 
Those in Washington and Oregon desiring lectures 
during September and Octoherwill please addréss S, P. 
Putnam, in care of E. C. Reichwald, 284 South Water 
street, Chicago, Ill 
Adamaville, Mich., June 28, 24. 

Nevinsville, Greenfield, Orient, and Creston, Is., June 
29th-July 8th. 
Shell Rock, Waverly, and Clarksville, Ia., July 10th to 
t 


15th. 
Sidnaw, Mich., July 19-24. 
Drummond, Mich., July 26-30. 
Neillsville, Wis , Aug 2-6. 
Whitehall, Wis., Aug. 7-9. 
Fargo, N. Dak., Aug. 11-14. 
Crookston, Minn., Aug. 15-17. 
Hoople, N. Dak. Aug, 18-21. 
Fort Maginnis, Mont., Aug. 26th to Sept. 19th, 


3°78 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 16, 1894. 


Letters of Firiende. 


Another Reeruit. 


FiwoasrLE, O., May 11, 294. 
Mr. Eprror: Count me one of that 
Letter-Writing Corps proposed by D. 
Webster Groh and captained by yourself. 
Cuaruzs R, KIMBERLY. 


A Solace in Sickness. 
Lawcorw, ILL., May 28, 1894. 
Mr. Epıror: Inolosed find $3, to renew 
my subscription for the best paper pub- 
lished. . I hoped to get some new sub- 
seribers, but being sick could not attend 
to it. A. H. MILLER. 


Evidenily an Iconoclast. 

Sipnaw, Mios., April 29, 294. 
Mr. Enpiror: Find inclosed $3 for re- 
newal of subscription. Keep smashing 
the old tottering structure. It is going 
fast; I am doing my part up here; I kick 
it every time I get a chance. I hope you 
may prosper añ long as you work to kill 

god, cbrist, and devil. 
ISADORE QOULETTE, 


Yes; It Is a Vision Enlarger. 
NATIONAL Orry, Oar., May 4. 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: I hav received ** Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated ” and 
it isa grand eye-opener. I wish that every 
man in the land could and would read it. 
I hav shown it to a man here and got an 
order for another one, and I may sell more 
of them yet. Inclosed find $1. 

Yours very truly, Wm. RAAKA, 


Should Read Hudson’s Book. 
SNowvinng, VA., May 19, 1894. 
Mr. Epnrron: Mr. and Mrs. de Lesni- 
nasse should read Hudson's book on ** The 
Psychic and Hypnotism.” It comes more 
nearly accounting for the phenomena than 
aught I hav yet read. I see no proof of a 
life to come in any of the phenomena, 
though much of it is unaccountable. 
ELMINA DRAKE LENKER. 


Words and Deed in Unison. 

Orenr, Ia., May 24, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $10 to 
renew my subscription for another year 
and for the book, ‘‘ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” I could not do without 
your valuable paper, for its suits my senti- 
ments. May it prosper and liv long. I 
remain, yours truly, a friend to the paper 

and the cause of Liberty. 
R. W. Jonson. 


Little Putnam is a Hero. 

Hanover, Kan., May 22, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $7.25—$5.25 
for books and $2 to apply where most 
needed. My time is mostly taken up with 
railroad business, so I can hardly find 
time to do much writing. Ifeelvery proud 
of our little Putnam—he is a war hero—as 
we 1 as all our other workers for right and 

liberty. Yours for truth and justice, 
B. ANDERSON. 


Isn’t Complimentary to ** Our George.” 
CorriNSvinng, Conn., May 21, 1894. 
Mr. Epivron: Inclosed please find $1 for 
subscription to your paper. I hav been 
thinking not to take yonr paper any 
longer, but will risk one dollar more, hop- 
ing it will again become as good as it was 
some time ago; no more of the foolish sil- 
ver and greenback notions of Mr, Peck 
and G. Macdonald. R. WAGNER. 


Putnam’s ** Maguificent Book.?? 

Orayon, O., April 30, 1894. 
Mz. Epiror: Inclosed is $12 for four 
subscribers... Please send the paper for 
one year to each of those named and also 
to each a copy of ** Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated,” and to myself a 
copy of Mr. Putnam’s magnificent book, 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
as per premium offer on second page of 

your paper. Ermer MILLER. 


He is Very Sauguin. 
OzEGON Orry, OR., May 24, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $6.50, for 
which please send ‘‘ Four Hundred Years 
of Freetuought” and renew my subserip 
tion to Tae Trura SEEKER for one year. 
I hope that you ard Mr. Heston will keep 
right on in your good work, and fee} sure 
that at no very distant day you may sit in 
the shade in perfect security at your head- 


quarters in New York, and laugh at all the 
Christian hypoorits in the world. 
BENJAMIN JAGGAR. 


Mortnary—John J. Johnson. 

San Dreao, OAL., May 28, 1894. 
Mr. Epıror: Please publish in coming 
edition the death of John J. Johnson, 
of Otay, Cal. Deceased was born at 
North Stratford, N. H., Nov. 30, 1833. 
Settled in Otay, Oal., May 14, 1885. Died 
May 14, 1894. Death caused from broken 
leg. Leaves wife and six grown children. 
Buried with G. A. R, services. Forward 
bill, if in arrears, to Durwood Johnson, 

Otay, Oal., and oblige. E. G. BRADLEY. 


It Is of First Importance. 
Lon, Wis., May 29, 1894. 
Mz. Epiror: I hav made up my mind 
that I must bav the book—‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought"—let any and 
everything else go as they may, for I do 
believe that it will furnish rich food for the 
mind. Then I will like very much to hav 
my name go out before the world in a book 
of this kind. So please see that it is prop- 
erly registered with the rest. ` 
Inelosed please find $5. I wish yourself 
and friend Putnam great success in this 
noble undertaking. N. O. SKELTON. 


Comes in on Time. 
HannisoNvinng, Mo , May 23, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: As the eleventh hour has 
struck I hasten to send the wherewithal 
for my renewal to the grandest of all Lib- 
eral papers and Putnam's ** Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” Iam anxious to 
hav my name enrolled with that grand 
army of thinkers. Hav been trying to 
get a few subscribers; hav the promis of 
some, ‘‘but the times are so everlasting 
hard under this Grover Harrison adminis- 
tration,” I find it very up-hill work. 
Yours for the truth, W. H. SreEN. 


Must Be Cowards’ Home. 
Mr. Oxemens, Mion., May 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $5, for 
“ Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
I hav asked several men that call them. 
selvs Liberals to subscribe for Tux TRUTH 
Serger. They could not do it, and when 
I went around with the petition to Con- 
gress to keep their God out of the Consti- 
tution, they could not do it. Ido not 
know which they were afraid of—their 
little god or their fellow-man. I made out 
to get six names where I know there are 


‘sixty who call themselvs Infidels. 


Copry COTTRELL, 


Thanks, Comrade Kimball. 

Wroumine, IA., May 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you $6—$5 for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
and $1 for S. P, Putnam, to help him fight 
the religions tyrants. I would get you 
some s.:bscribers if I could.. I hav lived 
in this place thirty-seven years and there 
has been in that time two others who took 
Tus Trors Sezer while here. They 
left the place several years since I hav 
taken the paper since it started. i am 
now eighty-two years -old and cannot ex- 
pect to take it much longer. I shall want 

it as long as I can see to read it. . 

ABNER KIMBALL, 


It Dissipates Theological Mist. 
Berryessa, OAL., E. M 294. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclossd you will please 
find $5, which is to pay for the pleasure of 
reading Tuu Trura SzEKwR, in the past, 
present, and a while into the future. We 
consider it one of the best of papers to ad- 
vance the reader and dissipate the theo- 
logieal mist that has for so long shut out 
reason and truth. The letters from Mr. 
Putnam, Mr. Peck, aud Mr. Charlesworth 
are just splendid. and to the women work- 
ers, Miss Gardener and Miss Wixon, too 
much praise cannot be given. It is my in- 
tention to hav ‘* Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” that our children may 
know who were the true founders of sci- 
ence, reason, education, and advance- 
ment. Wishing you every success, 

Yours for truth and liberty, 
Mrs Geo. W. Smitu. 


A Welcome Sunday. Visitor, 
HawrHOoRN, Ia., May 20, 1894. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find 
twenty-five cents for five copies of the 
Paine Memorial Number. I was much 
pleased to find my name in the Iowa list 


of subscribers to **Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” 

In reading Tae TRUTH Srexek I noticed 
some time ago that one of yoür many 
correspondents said that the paper was 
like old wine—it got better with age— 
which is true. I receive it on Saturday or 
Sunday generally, and a welcome Sunday 
visitor itis. The letters from our Free- 
thought lecturers are alone worth . more 
than the price of the paper, and when I 
renew I shall try to send for & premium 
book or renew for two years. 

This letter contains a small remittance, 
but I trust itis not wholly void while on 
its way to the waste-basket. 

To me, parting with the paper would be 
like parting with an old friend. 

WALTER RUNNELS. 


Did Not Leave the House This Time. 
DANVILLE, ILL., May 23, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: I send $8 for Putnam's 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
Tus TaurH Szeexnr, ‘‘ Researches in Ori- 
ental History," and ‘‘History of the 
Bible.” 

Ingersoll came, saw, and was seen and 
heard. The opera house was full of people 
belonging to Danville and adjoining towns. 
Every good point seemed appreciated. 
His subject was ‘‘What Must We Do to Be 
Saved?” Although he sometimes struck 
out pretty hard, I did not see one person 
indignant enough to rise and leave the 
house, as was the case when he lectured 
here before, so perhaps we hav progressed 
some. A good synopsis of his lecture was 
given in the News next day, also of his 
political speech. And there the matter 
dropped, L. W. LouvTZzENHISER. 


Bears Unavoidable Loss Bravely. 
OnzrsgEA, Mion., May 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 to 
pay for ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." 

Should hav sent my subscription sooner 
but for the sad death of my dear wife and 
daughter, both withiu the past year, from 
that dread disease, consumption. They 
were both ardent Freethinkers like myself 
and both enjoyed unbounded faith that 
they would share all future happiness that 
may be in store for any of our race. Two 
sons and myself are left to cherish their 
memory and weep over their graves. We 
realizethat, however trying these afflictions 
are, they come to all sooner or later, and 
are to be bravely endured. 

. Very truly yours, James TAYLOR. 

P.S.—I notice in Tan TRUTH SEEKER, 
since writing the sbove, your offer to 
friends of Tae TRUTH SEEKER of a copy 
of Tun Trurs SEEKER one year and ‘‘Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought” for $6.50. 
Accordingly I inclose that amount instead 
of $5, for which send me the book and 
the paper one year. 


A Demonstration. 
New Haven, Mion., May 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: One fundamental principle 
of the Christian religion is that all things 
are and hav always been known to God. 
Another belief essential to Christianity is 
that God is love. These two dogmas are 
inculcated by believers of every denomina- 
tion. But itcan be proven by clear and 
conclusiv reasoning that they contradict 
each other. 

We will undertake to demonstrate this 
by one event in Bible history, the deluge 
According to holy writ the entire human 
race except one family was destroyed by 
the flood. Man had become very wicked. 
God had repented him that he had made 
man, and sent this flood to destroy him 
from off the face of the earth. These peo- 
ple could not hav repented before death, 
for in that case their destruction would 
no longer hav been necessary. ‘Dying in 
their sins, there was only one place, every 
Christian must admit, for their immortal 
souls to go to; that place was hell, where 
they will abide in horrible suffering 
through all eternity. 

Being all-wise, God must hav known 
from the very beginning what an awful 
doom awaited these antediluvians should 
they be allowed to exist. Being omnipo- 
tent, he who brought the universe into ex- 
istence by simply willing it, most certainlv 
was able to prevent the birth of any being, 
who, living, would be predestined for 
damnation. 

As he did not do this, we are forced to 


only one conclusion: He deliberately de: 
éided to sentence to everlasting, uninter.- 
rupted agony the creatires whom hig 
caprice should cfeate in his own image, 

He had his éhoiée whether this fearful 
thing shoüld or should not be, arid, with a 
fiendish éruelby of Which the earth affords 
no example, he chose. the former. And 
yet this monster is declared to be identica] 
with love and is the one whom people, 
supposed to be civilized and intelligent, 
teach their children to worship, i 

A TRUTH SEEKER, 


Cannot Understand a Donble or Triple 
Standard. 
Prrerssure, Inp., May 28, 1894. - 
Mr Epor: I can easily understand: 
howa good Christian who honestly, though 
ignorantly, believes that 3—1 and that 1—3: 


and that one is three, étc., can believe. in: ~- 


the financial fallacy of two or three equal *: - 
and overruling standards or züeasüres of 
value; buti do not think that this postal 
order for $3, which I inclose,. although it 
will pay my subscription to. your paper 
until sometime in next December, and 
represents the coin I paid into the post- 
office for it, can be -considered a true 
measure of the value of your invaluable 
paper. For although the money you re- 
ceive for it is good money, being kept at 
par with gold by the government’s promis 
to redeem, and our faith in its ability 
to redeem all its obligations with that pre- 
cious metal which is recognized in com- 
mercial transactions among all nations, 
peoples, and tongues (with the possible ex- 
ception of Colorado and Kansas), as the 
only standard of value, and ‘although - 
you may consider yourself well paid for 
your labor and expense, yet the true value 
of your paper to the people of this nation 
and of the world, like the value of the labors 
of that greatest and best of men, Thomas 
Paine, can never be fully known. 
D. W. Horton. 


What Thousands of Liberals Need. 
Yorzg, Neb., May 25, 1894. 

Mn, Eprron: I hav wished for some time 
to send a letter to the ** Friends " column 
to thank Mr. Putnam, of Gibbon, Neb., 
for so kindly remembering my interest in 
TEE: Tnuvg Seexer. I hav received a . 
paper every week since the first of April. 
Mr. Putnam's daughter lived in my family 
for two months and I feel almost ac- 
quainted with him. 

I see by your issue of May 19th that the 
question of the Ingersoll home and college 
is again being brought before the people. 
I for one am strongly in favor of such an 
organization, and would do what little I 
could to help in the matter. I want to 
place my boy, thirteen years old, in a 
home or college this fall if possible and it 
would suit me so much better to place him 
in the hands of Liberals, on the same prin- 
ciple that a church member would prefer. 
her own denominational school. If any of 


your readers kuow of a place where one 


would receive only moral training they will 
confer a favor on me by mentioning the 
matter. I hope ia a short time to be able 
to order the book, ‘‘ Right Liviug," by 
Miss Wixon. f 

Agsin thanking Mr.. Putnam for his 
kindness, I am, Yours for truth, 

f Luoy A. BELL. 


On the Picket Line of the Corps. 
WasurNaToN, D. O , May 20, 1894 

Mz, Eprron: I am in hearty sympathy 
with the idea o! a Letter-Writing Corps, 
so timely suggested and aptly explained in 
your issue of May 5th by Mr. Groh, .of 
New Orleans. I imagin that the effeot of 
the intellectual missils upon the first target 
you named—the House Committee on Ed- 
ucation—was salutary, judging from the 
reply I received from the chairman of that 
committee the other day, when I asked 
him whether any consideration of the bill 
has been had by the committee. Said he: 
** No; and none likely to ba soon. There 
does not seem to be any demand for its 
consideration.” 

No immediate danger need be appre- 
hended by our friends as to either the 
Kyle-Johnson or Gallinger-Morse bill dur- 
ing the present session; but we here at the 
**geat of the disease" will keep our eyes 
and ears open to any attack, front or flank, 
that might be made by the enemies of 
freedom and will sound the alarm quickly, 
and we know that General Putnam, like 


liis illdstrioda prototype of Revolutionary 
farie, will Bedrd the fdnatióal wolves in 
their den whenever called upon, wher- 
ever he may be. Your correspondent is 
at close range with this particular target, | 
and will fire away orally. But he stands | 


ready to obey orders with his pen when 


ever another target is pointed out by the 


captain of the corps. A, J. BOYER : 


A Recruit for Dr. “Ned’s*? Company. 
New YonE, May 8, 1894. 


Ms. Eprron: I take great pleasure in 
inelesing herewith $8 for renewal of my 


übsóription to your paper. In doing so; 
take occasion to remark that 1 


io vegetarianisni. I read dn article in the 


Popular Science Monthly last fall, writ- 
ten by a lady, on this subject, which made 
a deep impression on.my mind. I thought 
I would giv it a test, and must say that I. 
think it a good thing so far. I hav no. de- 
sire to eat any meat and do n ot intend to 


as long as I can get plenty of vegetables, 
grains, and fruits. Is it nota shame and 


disgrace that animals are brought into the 
world and when they get a taste of the 
joys of life they are cut off by the cruel | 
hand of man to gratify a gross and beastly 


appetite? There ate plenty of ways to 


satisfy the hunger of man without resort- 
He who 
claims to hav an immortal soul should hav 
enough of justice and pity in his heart to 
giv those a little below him in intelligence 
a chance at life, liberty, and the pursuit of 


ing to this arbarous. practice. 


happiness during. the short time they are 
to stay on this. earth, 
that humanity will at some time be edu- 


cated up to the point of doing no hurt to 
his fellow-man nor to.any living creature 
which he has brought into the world to 


ininister to his comfort and happiness. 
Very truly yours, Jonn C. Roz, 


One Law, One Throne, One Aitar. 

Aronson, Kan., May 1, 1894. 
Mr. Hprror: As I hav changed my locs- 
tion since I last wrote you, I will again 
pen you a few lines. 
I love and esteem, it is the grand old 
TRUTH SEEKER.. May its pages ever be 
the bulwark to defend us against the arti- 
ficial aud arbitrary institutions that fanat- 
ies and men void of reason and principle 
are endeavoring to fasten upon society. 
What mortal can dare refuse to his fellow 
that which nature givs him? O. fellow 
Liberals! let us work to bauish all tyranny 
and all discord; let-us form but one so- 
ciety, one great and happy family; and, 
since human nature has but one constitu- 
tion, let there exist in future but one law, 


that of nature; but one code, that of 


reason; but one throne, that of justice; 
but one altar, that of union. Impostors 
are rising on every hand who assume to be 
the confidants of God, and who, certifying 
themselvs as teachers of the people, hav 
opened the ways of falsehood and iniquity ; 
they are working to destroy the fair fame 
of this grand republic. Oh, who can 
enumerate all the foolish and calamitous 
acts of which a priest-ridden government 
can be guilty? The evils of to-day spring 
from eupidity and ignorance; men will 


never cease to be persecuted till they be-- 


come enlightened and wise; till they prac- 
tice justice, founded on a knowledge of 
their relations and of the laws of their or- 
ganization. That infernal human wretch 
at Wichita who said he .‘‘ would like to see 
Bob Ingersoll stretched upon a rack; 
would like to see the thumbscrews applied 
and twisted so tight that every straggle 
would stain the instruments with his 
blood,” is a type of the Christian monks 
who dressin black and white, who advance 
with & standard on which are printed 
pincers, gridirons, lighted fagots, and the 
words ‘‘justice,” ‘‘charity,” “mercy.” 
“We must,” say they, ** make an example 
of these impious wretches and torture them 
for the glory of God.” "This, then, is the 
religion of peace, that meek and benefi- 
cent system which you so much extol! 
This is that evangelical charity which com- 
bats Infidelity with persuasiv mildness and 
repays injuries with patience! Ye hypo- 
crits! it is thus that ye deceive mankind, 
thus that ye propagate. your accursed 
errors! It is thus ye preach liberty, 
toleration, and good will toward your 
fellow-man. 


Friends of the Liberal cause: Let us do 


I iav been 
édnvérted sin&e I last reriewed—sonverted 


It is to be hoped 


If there is one thing. 


a fearless work in behalf of humanity. 
Liet eath and everyone lay the ax at the 
toot of this upas of iniquity—this blight on 
human progresé. 
May the good cause go on. 
"Ds. Sm»wzy Murray. | 


Some Samples of Superstition. 
Sr. Louis, Mo., May 18, nm. 294, 

Mr. Eprron: I hav before me a Catholic 
work entitled, ** Duty of the Christian Be. 
fore God," which is full of so. many mani- 
fest absurdities that I wonder if there ara 
any educated persons who really and con- 
scientious'y believe such things. I here- 
with sübmit 4 few dpecitiens of Catholic 
* enlightenuieti." The book was ''de- 
signed for thé use of parochial schools ^: 

Exatirre.—aA éertain impioüs nist, ds 
pert ii his demednor ds he was shallow in 
his reasoning, one ?ày presented himself 
at the house of M, Oudin, a learned a and 
pious ecclesiastic. ''Sir," said be abruptly, 
‘*T am very happy to tell you that I am an 
Atheist.” At these words the man of God 
drew back in horror, and taking hold of a 
Spy-glass which lay near, he fixed his eye 
on the young coxcomb. ‘ What are you 
about there?" demanded the latter. ''I 


am examining that strange being which 


they cali Atheist, for I hav never seen one 
before." Disconcerted and abashed by 
these words, the young man ‘hastily with- 
drew. . 
` The “example” here presented is a 
gross absurdity. : Who ever heard of an 
Atheist being ‘‘disconcerted and abashed” 
by such an “argument”? Itis too ridi- 
culous for consideration and I don’t be- 
lieve there is a word of truth in it. 

Here is a choice excerpt from this Catho- 


lic guide to salvation. In defining blas- 


phemy it says: ‘ 
It is blaspheming religion to turn it into 


‘ridicule, to blame its practices, to speak 


ill of the sacred scriptures, eto., ete. 
Then there 


no God." This is a horrible, an execrable 
sin, and deserving of the most terrible 
punishment, 
` Italics are mine. 

Again the author goes on to say: 

Blasphemers are no longer stoned to 
death, nor are their tongues pierced; but 
let them not triumph the more of that, for 
the time of chastisment will soon come 
when they, wretches that they are, shall 
receive the punishment due to such crimes, 

Note carefully the threatening language 
of that paragraph. What does it mean? 
Does it mean that the Oatholic church 
would set up an Inquisition in this coun- 


try and do the stoning and tongue-. 


piercing and perhaps burning of heretics 
if they had the power? Does it not 
sound harsh and savage? It is a sample of 
what we may expect if that church ever 
gains control of the institutions of this 
country and the Protestants hav placed 
God in the Constitution. Here is another 
sample of what Catholic children .are 
stuffed with: 


Some years ago, & youth named Gus- 
tavus, who had scarcely attained his six. 
teenth year, was found dead in his cham- 
ber, having put an end to his own existence, 
The unhappy boy had become disgusted 
with the world, though barely entering on 
its career, What could hav led him to 
commit that rash act—that fearful crime? 
It was incredulity—unbelief. From the 
age of fifteen he 
Freethinker. His-father had said: ‘‘When 
my son has passed the age of childhood, I 
will hav him choose his religion and his 
God.” The time for the choice was come, 
and the unhappy youth chose for himself 
—death. O unhappy son! unhappy father! 


What do you think of that for a bare- 
faced lie? - That's the kind of stuff they 
pounded into my head when I was a boy. 
Here is another extract which I classify as 
a lie: 

Fathers dnd mothers, masters and mis- 
tresses, if you see & bad book.in the hands 
of your children, of your pupils, or serv- 
ants, hav, at least, as much zeal as Diderot 
—is that too much to ask of you? Snatob, 
then, even a8 he did, snatch with indigna- 
tion from the hands of that young person 
the book in which religion is not treated 
with respect. And yet it was his own work 
that the unbeliever would not suffer his 
daughter to handle. It might hav been 
said to him: “If your doctrin is fatal, as 
you appear to acknowledge, why spread it 
abroad among men? Why diffuse through- 
out the great human family a poison 
which you considered deadly as regarded 
your own?” 

Tf the church is founded on truth, why 
are the priests afraid of rational works? 


Can the truth be hurt by all the books 
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against the church and its doctrins. 
such has been my experience with many 


is the blasphemy of 
the fool who said in his heart, ''There is 


ad been what is called a 


ever written? Why are they afraid of in- 


vestigation? Did not Paul say: “Prove 


all things; hold fast that which is good ”? 
It is owing to such teachings as the above 
that Catholica will not investigate, will not 
fetigon otitside of their own creed. They 


are taught to shun as vipers all who speak 
And 


of them. I wil close with two more 
“examples” from this eminently pious 
work: A ; 

Under the old dispensation the profana- 
tion of the Sabbath was punished with 
death; for not only did God command that 
8 man who was found picking up wood in 


| the desert on the Sabbath should be stoned 


to death, but he said again to Moses: 
**Speük to the children of Israel, and say 
unto theni: Observe my Sabbath, because 
it mtist be kept holy; he who violates it 
shall suffer death; if any one labor on the 
Sabbath, he shall be cut off from the midst 
of youj six days shall ye labor, but the 
seventh is the Sabbath, the day of rest, 
consecrated to the Lord; whosoever shall 
do any work on that day shall be put to 
death” Ex. xxxi). f 
One Sunday, Father C —, being in 
one of the Marian Islands, was passing 
along the seashore on his way to visit a 
sick person. -He saw. some Indians, who 
had been baptized, working very busily at 
some boats they had been making: and 
asked them if there were not other days in 
the week to do such work, or how it came 
that they were thus transgressing the 
divine precept which commands the keep- 
ing holy the Lord’s day, by abstaining 


‘from all servil work, and employing it in 


the practices and exercises of Christian 
piety. They savagely answered that -uch 
was their will and pleasure. The priest 
went on his way; but in a few honrs after, 
when returning from his visit, he passed 
by the same place and found the boats and 
the shed wherein they had been kept all 
rednced to ashes. The Indians who had 
‘paid so little attention to his remonstrances 


were now covered with confusion and pro . 


fuse in their expressions of lively and sin- 
cere repentance. 
What do you think of that? 
J. F. Ouanoy. 
[Did ** God” burn the boats and shed to 
please his priest?—Ep. T. 8.] 


Money Stamped on Metal a Frandulent 
Perpetual Debt. . 
Grand Mounn, IA., April 80, 1894. 

Mr. Jonn .Peox, Dear Sir: Notwith- 
standing your masterly presentation of 
the ‘intrinsic value” humbug, which ap- 
peared in a recent issue of the veritable 
Truru SmEEKER, certain positions assumed 
therein by you need ventilation and expla- 
nation; hence this letter.  ' 

The first bad break I find is your as 
sumption that the ‘‘difference between 
the bullion value and the money value 
($2.17) is never redeemed.” And you 
follow it up with the astonishing deciara- 
tion: ‘* Yet no one has ever lost one cent 
by the arrangement; it has caused a loss 
to no one.” Iam at s loss to account for 
this lapse or limp in your logic—whether 
it was a slip of the pen, a superficial view 
of the money question, or some other 
cause. At all events, if you can prove 
your assertion, then the industrial ele- 
ments hav no ease, and it is good-bye, 
John, to the dream so loug indulged in by 
the humanitarian and philanthropist that 
the toiler would some day secure his 
liberty and freedom from the imposition 
of a tax to support a privileged class. 

With regard to the redemption of that 
value which you say **has been blown into 
the bullion by act of Congress,” all who are 
posted in the teachings of the new school 
of financiers regard money as simply pub. 
lic credit regardless of the material or sub- 
stance upon which. it is coined, stamped, 
or printed. The legal-tender ¿uw is the 
money function and is equivalent to a 
promis on the part of our citizens, through 
their representativa, to pay, or redeem, 
money in labor or its products. Hence 
when our agents stamp dollars on bullion, 
silk, paper, or vellum, they simply transfer 
the credit of the entirc wealth-producing 
element of the nation to the material 
selected. Dollars are simply units in the 
ascending ot descending scale of debts 
and credits. Our government officials hav 
no bullion, but hav persisted, since 1792, 
in stamping our credit on the bullion held 
and owned by individuals and corpora- 
tions free, gratis, without consideration. 
Now, as it is impossible to transfer credit 
to any substance without creating its 
opposit, debt, it will be seen that Congress 
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creates, by so-called law, a fraudulent per- 
petual debt, to the amount of every doliar 
which it coins for the bullionists on metal. . 
Hence, while I emphatically deny that 
there is any ‘‘ money value” whatever in 
such an ‘‘arraugement,” it is susceptible 
of the clearest proof that every dollar of 
this law-created debt (amounting, up to 
June 30, 1872, to $859,270,962.47) has 
** been paid or redeemed " again and again 
by the wealth-producers with their labor 
and products, while the holders of said 
debt (or money) invariably fix or establish 
the price of said labor and products. 


But this is only the tap root of this sys- 


tem of legalized robbery, which, through 
the Tory element, led on by Hamilton, 
we inherited from monarchical England. 


At the time officials of the national gov- 


ernment commenced stamping or coining 
this vast amount of money, and issuing it to 
the bullionists or bankers, we find that, 
aside from this money debt (which was due 
tothe banker), they had involved the nation 
in a public debt quoted at $77,227,924 66. 
And from the birth of the nation down to 


1877 Congress has levied taxes to the tune 


of $2,300,000,000 to pay interest (usury) to 


those who hold this public credit which 
was transferred by law, so-called, but 


which is in direct conflict with our funda- 


mental law. 
Now, friend Peck, with the true idea of 


what constitutes money clearly established 


in the mind, it will be seen that the above 
sums to hav been stolen by law from the 
wealth-producers, hence it is a direct loss 
to all who hav sold their labor or products 
and taken this law-created debtin exchange. 
According to the best thought I can bring 
to bear on the subject, all the value there 
is in money rests solely upon three con- 
tingencies: First, it must bear the stamp 
or impress of Uncle Sam, be stamped on 
paper, issued annually to defray all neces- 
sary expenses of the national government, 
and declared legal tender for all dues and 
demands. Second, it must be redeemed 
at its face in labor and its products. Third, 
it must effect an equitable exchange of 
ssid labor and products. Yes, ‘‘ Congress 
has the constitutional right to coin or 
stamp money," ‘‘to regulate the value ` 
thereof, to pay the debts,” and issue it to 
all who perform any service or labor for 
the government; and it is the duty of 
Congress to tax us $16 a day and perquisits 
for each of its members, and issue said 
money for such purpose just as long as we 
hav no better sense than to clamor for 
some one to govern us. ‘* But where on 
earth or’ in heaven or that other place can 
they go” to find any ‘‘ constitutional 
right” or authority to coin money and 
issue it free to any class, clique, syndicate, . 
banking fraternity, or bullionist? ‘* The 
thing cannot he did." The act is clearly 
usurpation. But they do it ‘‘ allee samee,” 
and then everything in sight is taxed ‘‘ out 
of sight” to pay interest (tribute) to the 
holders of this gratuity. 

In conclusion, allow me to say that our 
experience as a nation proves conclusivly 
that stealing by or in accordance with law 
is tenfold more disastrous and far-reaching 
in its dire results upon society than steal- 
ing in opposition to law. The idea that 
there is any necessity for ‘Congress to tax 
any citizen to pay interest on public credit 
for public use to another citizen, or to a 
corporation, is too ridiculous and absurd 
to be entertained for 8 moment by any 
civilized person who has any sympathy 
or humanity in his make-up or any regard 
for justice, equal rights and privileges. 
The simple truth of the matter is, all this 
babel and jargon concerning intrinsic 
value, precious metals, redeeming monev 
by swapping dollars, fiat money, gold . 
basis, parity between gold and silver, and 
money that is good in ''Yurrup," origin- 
atéd in the fertil brain of those who hav 
been thus pensioned by law upon the 
toilers in order to deceive the masses and 
make them think money is real wealth, 
which ** pays 8 debt," and thus perpetuate 
their power, prestige. and reign, if you ` 
please, through ‘‘dividends and per- 
shents.” All who, like Brother Roscoe, 
hav given the subject of finance s ‘‘ pro- 
found" study know that what he calls 
**government" is a perpetual pauper that 
mast be supported by the wealth-pro- 
ducers; hence ‘‘the province of money is 
to discharge " our obligations to all who 
perform any service for the public. And 
every dollar said government transfers 
free to the bullionists, or other outside 
parties, and all money that is withdrawn 
from circulation by the government is a 
virtual imposition of double taxation, 
which must be discharged in labor and its 
products, which alone pay all debts. 

Au revoir! C. Dutton. 


380 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE i6, 1894. 


Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wrxon, Fall 
tiver, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Sleep. 


We all must sleep 
Some side by side, 
Otherzin'lands afar: 
Some 'neath the tide; 
But sleep we must, 
Just and unjust. 
Though when, and where, and how, 
In days or months or years none now 
May know, nor time nor reckoning keep; 
"Twill come upon uF unaware, 
This unsought sleep. 
To close 
Our eyes to earthly things, 
To life and love aud those 
Who, seeing that we wake not, weep, 
Sa, silent, and mysterious sleep! 


Another name it hath, but here 
Let not that name appear; 
It filleth us with dread; 
Leave it unsaid. 
Fearful and fateful word, 
Some day it must be heard, 
And wring the heart, 
Whilst lips a-tremble frame 
The dreaded name. $ 
“Sleep,” say we then, 
For sleep we must, 
Just and unjust, 
Nor wake again, 
And so, man born of woman, keep 
Thy pillow ready, and a whitened gown 
Wherein to robe thyself, ere thou lie down 
To thy last sleep. 
—Dora K. Freaney tn Independent. 
DES eee ee TORRE eee > 


A Visit to San Gabriel. 


Meeting Mrs, F. D. C., at the Southern 
Pacific railway station by appointment, 
the day following our trip to Pasadena, 
we rode out to San Gabriel, a little town 
in the valley celebrated for its old mission 
church, which was built of adobe by the 
Franciscan fathers in 1781. The first 
orange grove in California, it is said, was 
planted here by the same old fathers a 
hundred years ago. An old grape vine, 
which was also planted by these mission 
fathers, still grows and bears fruit iu the 
rear of the old adobe hotel. They brought 
the cuttings from Spain, and the fruit is 
still known as the ** mission grape." The 
old padres here first made wine for their 
own use, for who ever saw a padre that 
did not like wine? 

The old church with its four big bells is 
antique, but not more curious than any 
other church. A notice on the do r read: 
“Oall at the priest’s house," which we 
obeyed, and in response to our rap there 
came to the door an old Spanish woman 
who seemed not to be able to speak 
English and banded us & note which, de- 
ciphered. real: ‘‘Oburch builit in 1781. 
Twenty-five cents admission." ‘‘Twenty- 
five cents to see the inside of that old 
adobe? No,” said Yokohama. ‘‘ Rather 
giv two-bits to the children. Oomeaway.”’ 
The old Spanish Quenna looked dismayed 
and angry as we walked on, noting the 
different roses that olambered to the top 
of the honse, the humming-bird in the 
honeysuckle, and the geranium ten feet 
high and the air of stillness all about. 
The inhabitants hav the most listless and 
the sleepiest aspect—at least, those we saw 
did. We called on the Mexicans in their 
huts and played with the babies, all idle 
and good-natured as the blooming roses. 
I remarked that the folks were like lilies— 
toiling not nor spinning—but yet they 
were not arrayed like these glorious blos- 
soms, Still they were decently appareled, 
The saloons—and we noted several— 

` seemed to be thriving, but we saw no 
drunkenness, aud we learned that there 
are only two policemen in San Gabriel. 
We chatted with more Mexican women 
who were washing onder a tree, and these 
were the only workers we saw. Their 
babies cried when they saw us and we gave 
them the nickels the church wanted. 

After a little talk with a man who used 
to take the Boston Jnveatigator and ad- 
mired Ingersoll, we wandered on to a field 
where there were some old adobe ruins, 
and I wrecked my gown in getting through 
a barbed-wire fence, but did not mind it 
when we called at a pretty frame house for 
a néedle and thread with which to mend 


the rents in my garment and there made 
the acqnaintance of a handsome and ac- 
complished Spanish girl, whose genial 
and quiet self-possession would hav done 
honor to a princess. She was well edn- 
cated and spoke fine English, but her 
mother was unable to speak any language 
but Spanish. When we left she gave us 
each great bonquets of lovely roses, and 
we were sorry to say adios to the pretty 
picture that the fair maiden and her proud 
father made as they stood together in the 
yard. We shall not see her again, but we 
will long remember her fair face and 
pleasant manners. 

It wonld take to» mnch time to tell you 
how we ate our lunch that day, bnt you 
wonld laugh, I am sure, to know jnst how 
it was. 

We inspected. the old, old-fashioned, 
beebive-shaped oven of an old Mexican, 
who tried to explain how bread is baked 
in snch 8 concern. His adobe hut had no 
windows.and is very low in the walls, but 
no doubt is comfortable and keeps out the 
rain, when it does rain. What more can 
anyone want? : 

We passed one low little-shanty, whose 
rongh door was trimmed with black and 
white cambric. ‘‘ How pathetic,” we said. 
“Death has been here, there is the sym- 
bol, and hearts hav ached, even in this 
rude adobe." 

Inquiry revealed that a daughter had 
died in the house and the burial had taken 
place a week before. But the father had 
been so much intoxicated since that he 
had forgotten to remove the funeral trim- 
mings. 

** Why," said our informant, **I went to 
a wake here not long ago—yes, a wake. 
An infant had died, and we all carried 
something cheerful, like wine, cigarets, 
and the like o’ that. . Well, what do you 
think, there was mirth and a regular jig 
danced around the little dead baby. Why, 
they’re glad when a kid like that dies. I 
tell ye "tis true. There is one less mouth 
to feed. Just think of it! Why, even the 
beasts in the field mourn for the dead; and 
I say that human beings are worse than 
brutes a good many times.” We could 
not dispute the statement. 

We rested in the old adobe hotel, whose 
walls were two feet and a half in thickness. 
There are few permanent or transient 
guests here, but many come from day to 
day and hav regu!ar Spanish dinners. 

Here we saw & man from the East who 
disappeared from his Eastern home twenty- 
five years ago and has since lived in Cali- 
fornia, having had no communication with 
home and friends in all that time. They 
probably think he is dead and no doubt 
hav regretted his untimely fate in a for- 
eign land. Yet, here he isin San Gabriel. 

After more frolics with the Mexican 
girls, who could only say one word in 


second grade. My teacher's name was 
Miss Weiger. 

My grandpa takes TuE TRUTH SEEKER, 
and T like to read the letters that children 
hav written. He thinks itis the best pa- 
per that is published. 

I will close, hoping tbis will be worthy 
of a place in the Children’s Corner. 

Hanrerre M. Dita 
BuNxDYssunc, June 1, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wixow: If you will permit, 
I desire to advise all yonng students of 
Freethought to purchase the ‘‘Age of 
Reason.” This will knock all Bible inspi- 
ration deaf and dumb. Then purchase 
Keeler’s Short History of the Bible.” 
Then Waite's History, and by this time 
their mínds will be stored with irrefutable 
arguments against Christianity. Now, 
little folks, go to work. Whom are you in- 
debted to for your liberty, political and 
religious? Thomas Paine. 

B. O., FENTON, 


BunriNGTON, IA., April 22, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my third letter 
to the Corner, and hope it is not the last. 
We hav nine schools in Burlington, be- 
sides two colleges and the German and 
Swede schools. 

I hav got a little sister two months old. 
Her name is Eva Clark Mosena. We hav 
had nice weather all spring. The popula- 
tion of Burlington is thirty thousand. 

Well, as my letter is getting long, I will 
close, hoping to see this in print. I remain, 

Your friend, Daisy P. E. MosENA. 


SARATOGA, Wy., March 21, 1894. 

My Drar Miss Wrxon AND READERS OF 
THE ComNER: This is my first letter. 
Papa has taken THe TRUTH SEEKER ever 
since it began, and hopes to till it stops, 
In Saratoga we hav two churches. I hav 
never been inside of one in my life. Papa 
has not been inside of one since 1866, and 
the last time mamma was in one was in 
1880. They offered to make papa deacon 
if he would join the church, but it was no 
inducement. The church people let us 
alone. They know better than to-ask us 
for anything. I liv out in the mountains 
on a farm of twelve hundred acres, forty- 
five miles from the railroad, sixteen 
miles from s post-office, three miles from 
a school-house, and about three miles from 
a. neighbor. From our house we can 
see mountains on every side. We are 
twelve miles from the Divide, the back- 
bone of the Rocky mountains. Papa takes 
us up there hunting in summer. We raise 
horses, cattle, hay, and grain, and small 
fruits. Itis one of the highest cultivated 
| ranches in Wyoming. The elevation is 
: 7,500. We liv on a creek all by ourselvs 
lealled Calf Creek. I hav one brother, 
Frankie, and a sweet baby sister. Iam 
twelve years old, and would like to corre- 
spond with some of the other readers of 
the Corner very much. Ihav the ‘‘Story 
Hour." Itis just lovely. Our school be- 
gins in May. Frankie and I drive ina 
, cart. I would like to join the Liberal 
Correspondence Club, but I am not old 


ononzh yet. As my letter is getting lon 
I will close now, remaining your Liberal 
friend, Mave W. Jonss, 


AT NEW ROGHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


English and that was ‘‘ Yes,” and they an- | 
swered yes to everything, we strolled . 
along toward the station, for it was nearly : 
train time. Passing the old church again, | 
behold, the door was opened and visitors 

wereinside. ‘‘Oome on,” said Yokohama, 

**here's our chance.” The priest was ex- | 


plaining to his visitors while we stood be- NES 
hind, laughing at his unconsciousness of Views of Speaker’s Platform 
onr presence. There really was nothing ids 


in partienlar to see there, only pictures, | 


the altar, and Catholic images. 

“ Those old priests—ah, they manage to 
get the best of everything, don't they?” 
And then Yokohama, with a roguish laugh, 
said, ‘Bat they didn't get the best of us 
though.” We mounted the outer stone 
stairway and looked away out on a beanti- 
ful pieture and queried whether the place 
was named in honor of Gabriel of trumpet 
fame and if it was expected that sometime 
the old saint would sound his trompet 
from the top of the old mission church. 

S. H. W. 


Correspondence. 


WATERLOO, IND., April 4, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: This is is my first 
letter to the Children’s Corner. I hav 
been going to write long before this. I 
will be eight years old June 12th. 

My aunt Lizzie has a little baby girl not 
a week old. I think they are going to 
name her Ruthor Maude. She has black 
hair. My home is in Waterloo, with my 
grandpa and grandma. 

I hav just one little sister. I went to 
school in Jackson, but I don’t think I will 
go to schoo] here for a while, I was in the 


The Assemblage. 


What they are: 
1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 


and other occupants standing, showing Colo- 
nel Ingersoll, President Rowley, 8. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 


Colonel, Ingersoll Canses n Smile, 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. 


4. Mr. Pntnam Reads A Poem, 


5. Mr. Wakemn Talks of LiVerty, Sci- 
.  enee and Humanity. k 


2. 
3. 


6. The Paine Monument, as it app»ared 
May 30th wreathed in flowers and Learing 
mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 


like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographe. They were 
all t» ken at the commemorative exercises at New 
noche,le on May 3utb, and are historically, patri- 
otically, an ! artistically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera's who revere 
the g niu: and honor the memory o omas 
Pame Mis: Levin has «pared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photograph: are 8x10 inches in size aud the price 
1s seventy-five cents each. 


Í Address THE TRUTH SERRE! CO. 
i 98 Lafayette PL, New York. 


Marry This Girl - Somebody! 
Mz. EDITOR: 7 , 

I stained a blue silk dress with lemon juice; 
what wil! restore the color? I am making lots of 
money selling the Olimax Dish Washer. Have 
not made less than $10 any day I worked. Every 
family want a Dish Washer, and pay.#5 quickly 
when they see the dishes washed and dried per- 
fectly in ane minute, I generally sell at every 
house. It is easy selling what every family wants 
to buy. I sell as many washers as my brother, 
and heisan old salesman I g clear $3 000 this 
year. By addressing J. H. Nolen, 60. W, Third 
Ave, Columbus, Ohio, any one can get pat ticu- 
lars about the Dish Washer, and can do as well as 
Iam doing. : ae 

Talk about hard times; you can soon pay off.a 
mortgage, when ‘making $10 a day,if you will 
only work; and why won't, people try, when they 
Baye sash good opportunities? MAGGIE B. 


A CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY. 


I have berries, grapes. and peaches, a year old, 
fresh as when picked. use the California Cold 
Process; do not heat or seal the fruit, just put it 
up cold, keeps perfectly fresh. and costs almost 
nothing; you can put up a bushel in ten minutes. 
Last week I sold directions to over 120 families; 
anyone will pay a do.lar for directions, when they 
see the beautiful samples of fiuit. As ‘here are 
many people poor like myself, I consider it my 
duty to give my experience to such, and feel con- 
fident anyone can make one or two hundred dol- 
lars round home in a few days. I will mail sam- 
ple of fruit and comp!ete directions to any of 
your readers, for eighteen two-cent stamps, 
which is only the actual cost of the samples, pos- 
tage, etc., tome. 

1t24 Mrs. WirnLIAM Bam, E. E. Pittsburgh, Pa 


BRAIN « BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


. AND THEOLOGY, 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only. work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appe ectly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1.. Address - 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. . . 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, an 
much courage, to make their way through ihe 
world by go: ng to Ohicago, The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of puma life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attentiou of the rest of the world. 


Price, % cents. dress 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
|. ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


Lhis is the greatestar ent ever madein a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
rounded op every occasion. 

In paver, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents 
s Adras TARA TRITTH RAERKRAR 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


` CoaPrLED BY L. K. WASHBURN 
Prisa, $1.46 Wow aajo at TAIA OFETOM, 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITTAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 
By A. R. AYRES. 


“ A good book written with a purpose." 
Price, 25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Br DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Astronomical and Astrologic 
al Origin of all Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged ! y 


t the late Jonathan M. Roberts. Price, 50 cente 


Address THE TRUTH SEE" EH. 


Modern Marriage. 


By EMILE ZOLA. 
Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker- 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriages—one from the nobility, one from the 
vourgeotste: one from the petty bourgeotsie, and 
one irom the working-people—and describes, with 
all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig- 
jnates, by what motive each is inspired, how eac 
is consummated, and how each resulta. 

Price, 15 Cents, 


THE TRUTH SEE CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., ew York. 


The Freethinker s Badge-pi 


: Ly 
M THE TRUTH SEEKER 
: ‘ONE YEAR, 


Kd Will be sent for $450.. T 
! 92.75 Pin and Tes fans 
EEKEE one year for $5. 


| 1 THE : 
Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 
| THE TRUTH SEEKE 
i ! ONE YEAR, ` 
Seren er Eicher kind tier or aee ect 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, K 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


fll in a JYfwutshell. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address. . CS us 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
cn M M — 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS: THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS. 


An important and remarkable revelation con 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were a; propriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The Plagisrism 
is ma de plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
ospecaill in view of the historical references an 
comments thereon., It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
MPP ats | 

ce, i 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. : 
28 Lafayette place. New York Oitv 


Address 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR— 


18 94. 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS, - 


CONTENTS: - 
The True History of the Bible, Prof. Edwin 
Johnson; A Practical View of Lite, Charles Watts; 
` The Decadence of the Old ‘Theology, Mrs. E. 
Lynn Linton; Inspire tion in. Extremis, Samuel 
Laing; ‘she Gospe of Love, A Poem, Capt. W. B. 
McTaggart; Agn stio Tyres, R. Bithell, B.So., 
Ph.D.; On Spiritual Wickedness in High Places, 
Edward Clodd; A Pries: of Nature, 4 Poem, 
Hon ©, K. Tuckerman; The Dream of Immor- 
tality, Frederick Millar; Is Immortality a Dream, 
W. Stewart Ross (t aladin); Practical Conse- 
quences of Agnosticism, F J. Gould; The Relig- 
ious Propensity, Furneaux Jordan, F.R.O.8, 
Price, 35 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
t$ Lafayette place, New York. 


/.  pnUOXS BY | 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contributioi 
to the Religion of the Future. Oloth.$1. , . 
The Secret of. the East; or, The Origi: 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance. 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Law: 
of Nature. Cloth, ir 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. | Oloth, $1 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution tc 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus 
trated by H. Faber. Oloth, $2. 
Address — THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
oR afa vetto Dinas, New Vorb. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book 15 just what its title implies—thump- 
ing wh: at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Ohristianity on the world, showing 
what Ohristians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was & false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Ohristianity is & bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish. and that religion is 
not &real benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for 31. 
Address THR TROTH 4EKKER, 


FILE BINDERS. 
Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTU 
BEEEKEB need & File Binder, which we will send on 
reoeiptof one dollar 
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EE eee pees cS 


Azents for The Truth Seeker. 


, Alabama 
Loeb & Loeb, Montgomery, 


. E Arkauras 
Davies & Son, 412 Main st., Little Rock. 
` California 
Thos. W. Baker, Exeter. 
Stoll & Thayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles. 


S.C. Blake, 503 Kearney st., SanFrancisco. 
C. To Duran, 884 Montgomery st, San 


ancisco. 

Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. 1st st., Los 
Mi Nee Stand, 

ax News 102 N. Main, Lo les. 
J. E. Matthews, Eureka, anita ee 
Beleco Pook Poe Los Angeles. 

aw regg, Broadway opp. Central 

Bank, Oakland. ya ie 
8. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff, 
Canada 

P. C. Allen, 35 King st., Toronto. 
John McKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto. 


THUMBSCREW AND RACK, stn 


PER COPY 


12 COPIES GE 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition. f 

THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Spanish Collar, Thumbs „Iron Collar,the Rack,the Iron Orown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks 
"Hereti atoh, m Boot. the H a M A. Iron Masks recommended 


Colorado , th tic Catcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag), 
J Nowland & Co., 400 Harrison av., Lead- by the. Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the Wheel, the Duckis ieee the Chastity Belt for 
ate. the Execution - 


ville. 
Stanehfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 
C. Smith & Son, 885 Larimer st., Denver. 
J. C. Richey, 309 Harrison ave., Leadville. . 


Florida 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 


women, the Spider, the Iron Virgin Up to eto. 

ont I used to readin books," BEYE Colonel Ingersoll, * how our fathers persecuted mankind But I 
never appreciated it. [read it, but it did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the 1nfamies that, have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments thac 


Christians used. er Copy. = - 12 Copies for $1.00 


` Price, 10 Cents 
BUX A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCaTI'ER THEM AMONG YOUR OHRISTIAN NEIGHRBORS! 


Address THE + RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A. J. Gardner, Kissimmee. — 
. : Georgia : 

Wm. Estill, Savannah. * rye . è : 
m DAT TIoLs Just Out.—25 Cents—Five Copies for $1. 


Brentano Bros.,204 Wabash ave., Chicago. 
‘Chas. W. Curry, 183 Madison st., Chicago. 
Henry Fash, 516 W. Madison st., Chicago. 
Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 
Post-Office News Co., 98 Adams, Chicago. 


s Iowa 
C. Deuell, Marshalltown. 
Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. 
Clarence Brown, Avoca. 

Indiana 
Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 55 Mass. av., In- 
dianapolis. 
; Louisiana 

Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., NewOrleans. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 


Massachusetts 
Volby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
H. W. Smith, 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 


. maine 
N.G. Fessenden, 484 Congress st, Portland. 


Michigan 
Baker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 

H. Ullbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 
R. S. Squires, 24 Jefferson st., Muskegon. 
Minnesota 
W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th st., St. Paul. 


Parcher & Sacre, 8 3rd st., S. Minneapolis. 
montana 
D. J. Cavanah, Box 648, Missoula. 


: Missouri 
J. A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St.Joseph. 
E. F. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Philip Roeder, cor, 4th & Olive, St. Louis. 
i New York 
8. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 
Brentano Bros., 5th ave. & 18th st., N. Y. 
L. Jonas & Co , Astor House, New York. 
Mr. Goldberg., 72 Canalst., New York. 
E. J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
C. Ryan, 133 Western Boulevard. 
J. H. Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 
W. Winham, 388 Keap st., Brooklyn. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
R. Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 
W. H. Leonard, 91 Congress st., Troy. 
Best & Co., 8 Ohestnut st., Buffalo. 

New Jersey 

F. Braithuit, 91 Belleville av., Newark. 


W. Walz, 87 Bremen st.. Newark. 


A Libora] living in Michigan said once that he would give $95 a 


the ministe 


bi PE make men 1 the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
e 


Wi t is 
The eno, Jus for this new edition of th 


* Crimes of Preachers” 


- Shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1800 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tho weakness and 4 
the strength of the church—“ the church" meaning of course the W 


;nlergy. ; 

[ "Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the LAN 
Price the same, 25 cents. Send for » copy, and confound the church- A 
men. Show them just what sore of scamps are the clergy who have 
1 3losed the World's Fair on Bunday. cause it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery of 


tings in this period is “ immoral.” ý 
Address THE TRUTII SEEKER COMPANY. 


HAND-BOOK 


FREETHOUGHT. 
By W. S. BELL. 


— 


TS 


Oontaining in condensed and systematized form & 
à vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
DP trineg of Christianity. As a book of reference and aid 
AL TS to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

9 ý of subjects makes it a hand-book. ngersoll said of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,’ 5d enables somebody in every village to x porner tho parson, Lte wide 

iet e u oints between stianitv and Freethon, 
a Eten m Andreas THE TRUTH RÉEKFR. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 
It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 


Nebraska B s À : : ; : 
ven—poetie, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
A f een, maha. fhe director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 


of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 


J. S. Stott, So. Omaha. sil in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


Ohio 
L. C. Collins, 110 So. High st., Columbus. 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O. Box 700, Cincinnati. 
Larwood, Day&Co., 259 Superior, Clevel’d. 
N. Hexter, 342 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Standard News Co., 14 W. Tusc st, Canton. 
| Alf, Warren Co, 217 Central ave, Cincinnati, 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 


Oregon 
Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 
W. E. Jones, 291 Alder st., Portland. 
Handley & Haas, 150 1st st., Portland. 
Pennsylvania 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
George Dongtord, 22 Richmond st., Phila. 
R. Staley, Wood and 4th ave., Pittsburgh. 
Rhode Island 
H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 
Providence. 
ennessee 


T 
D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 


Texas 
E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
J. R. Humphrey, Waco. 
F. Ohlendorf, veston. 

Utah 


Margett Bros., 76 Main st., Salt Lake City. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
Virginia 
Mrs. E D. Slenker, Snowville. 
E. J. Brady, Richmond. 


Washington 
C. B. Reynolds, 420 No. L st., Tacoma. 
J. F. Riggs, Seatue. 
E. Skamser, Buckley. 
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ILLUSTRATED. l 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARE, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. : 
A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition,the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
^ RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. . 
Dedtoated to the Amertoan Congress, of 1892. whioh for the sake of Heligton, Stabbed Liberty 
: to the Heart. 


rk burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World's Fair 
on Hadas cA AN Which practically united thegovernment and the Ohristían church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbiau 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives agaiust Suuday closing. 


e following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have never before been put in 
book reda [iN e eer ce ought; Man, Not God (written for a Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; & poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). l 

The main essay in this work i& one of the strongest arraignments ever made of t} e religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this couptry. It should be distributed widely. 
Is has been Commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH BEEXER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 95 cents; Five copies for $1 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, Now YorkOity. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABOOOK, Price, 15 cente. Address 
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Jfew Publ cations. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tue 
Trova SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


PEBBLES FROM THE Pata oF A PILGRIM. 
By Harriet B. Hastings Boston: H. L. 
Hastings. Cloth, Illus., Price $1.50. 
These pious stories—printed on very 

heavy paper, with extra wide margins, and 
attractivly bound in blue, with back and 
side titles in silver and white—are not par- 
ticularly appetizing or nutritious reading 
for healthy men and women. No doubt 
Mrs. Hastings feels deeply for the suffer- 
ing and is ready to help them as best she 
can, but her extreme credencivness makes 
her a very unsafe guide for the young. 
She evidently has a most devout faith in 
“ Providence,” seeing in the simplest co- 
incidences which re*ult in advantage to 
her or her family or friends the special in- 
terposition of the hand of God. Upon the 
whole, the book is morbid and unhealth- 
ful in tone, and reeks with superstition. 


Is toe BIBLE A REVELATION FROM Gop? 
Dialogs Between a Skeptic and a Chris- 
tian. By Charles T. Gorham. London: 
Watts & Co. Cloth. Price, 75 cents. 
This is a calm, dispassionate, conserva. 

tiv examination of the various claims 

made by those defenders of the Bible who 
assert that it is a direct and unerring reve- 
lation from a God of infinit wisdom, good- 
ness, and power. The champions of op- 

posing views are old fellow-students in a 

Bible class, who hav met after a separation 

of some years, the Agnostic having the 

evening before listened to an address by 
the Christian ata mission hall. The latter 
talks like many others who in these days 
try to separate primitiv from historical 

Obristianity, and who, as they think, are 

able to discriminate between ‘‘churchism” 

and the ‘‘ true faith" as God has revealed 
it. He says: 

**T belong to no denomination whatever. 
I am simply a Christian believer, deriving 
my faith from the word of God direct. I 
do not believe in man-made creeds, 
church councils, infallible popes, West- 
minster Confessions, or Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles. I take my stand upon the revelation 
of God given to man in Jesus Christ, as 
recorded in holy scripture." 

From this point of view Ainslie defends 
Christianity and Franklin criticises it. 
Among the special subjects discussed are 
**'The ‘authorized’ and the ‘ revised ’ ver- 
sions,” ‘‘divine inspiration,” ‘‘ faith,” 
** reason,” ‘*The ways of God,” ** God's 
treatment of the Egyptians,” ** progressiv 
revelation," **verbal inspiration," *'defect 
of argument from analogy," ‘‘ object of 
the apparent cruelty,” ‘‘the Jewish Sab- 
bath,” ‘‘divine and human morality," 
** witeherBft," ''Ohrist's knowledge not 
perfect," ‘‘the miraculous conception," 
**the inspiration of the gospels,” ‘‘ the 
temptation," *'eternal pnnishment," etc. 
We hav space for only a few of the titles. 
The work is a good one to put into the 
hands of a man who is willing to read both 
sidee. Some will do that who could not be 
persuaded to examin an ez parte argument 
against a cherished creed. 


Tug New Aam or Reason. By Augustus 
Watters, Author of ''The Vale of Ram- 
apo," “A Newark Knight," ete. New- 
ark, N. J. Paper. Price, 50 cents. 
This lively and logical little book is a 

. collection of poetry and prose, beginning 

. with a poem on Giordano Bruno and end- 

ing with an invocation to Ernst Haeckel. 

Mr. Watters shows how little the God 

idea can help us, in this striking passage: 

“A God beyond the reach of reason 

would be of no service to man whatever, 

On this account theologians constantly 

fall back on the humanity of Christ, and 

even hail it as his crowning attribute.” 

All who are familiar with Obristian argu- 

ments will smile at this neat characteriza- 

tion: ‘‘ According to faith, the good which 

Christians do is not done by the man but 

by the Christian; but the evil which Chris- 

tians do is not done by the Christian but 
by the man.” 

“The New Age of Reason” is largely 
asummary and concise exposition of the 
ideas of Ludwig Feuerbach, as expressed 
in his *' Essence of Religion," and ''Es- 
sence of Christianity." Here is a choice 
thought: ‘‘The work of reason, in rela- 
tion to religion, is to destroy an illusion, 
and an illusion which is profoundly injuri- 
ous. Supernaturalism in theory becomes 
antinaturalism ín practice. In short, 
we need only to invert the religious rela- 
tions and the unclouded light of truth 
streams in upon us." Here is a paragraph 
which will well bear quotation: ‘‘ Profes- 
sor Osird says that without a knowledge 

. of God religion is impossible [commended 

to those modern Christians who try to 

prove that religion is conduct]; because 
when we admit that he is unknowable we, 
in fact, admit that he is (to us) non- 

existent. A more devout believer in a 


God never lived than Thomas Paine. 
Like Job, he declared that God was 
everywhere visible in the material world. 
But the sad truth is that he is nowhere 
visible in the material world. Outside the 
.mind of man there is no God. Nature, 
the only conceivable personality besides 
man, has neither reason nor feeling, and 
the long history of the animate kingdom 
is the history of suffering and death. The 
fact that the sun shines alike upon the evil 
and the good shows that nature has no 
more regard for a saint than for ademon.” 

Of the terrible evila resulting from per- 
mitting the brains of the children to be 
poisoned by religious teachings our author 
says: ‘‘ Here are the brains of the men 
and women of the future hopelessly 
warped, and false ideas are implanted 
which not all the scientists in the world 
will be able ever after to remove. Even 
the splendid intellect of a man like Byron 
was irretrievably injured by the lurid im- 
agiuinge of an old Scotch nurse. And 

owper, who wrote that noble phrase, 'I 
would not nomber in my list of friends 
the man who wantonly sets foot upon & 
worm,’ died in an asylum, from the effect 
of imbibing John Calvin's views on pre- 
destination. The father of the assassin of 
Garfield was a Bible lunatic, and the son, 
who was a member of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, simply followed in 
his tracks,” We confess ourselvs wholly 
unable to understand the mental processes 
by which Freethinking parents justify 
themselvs in sending their children to re- 
ligiousschools, Such conduct fills us with 
inexpressible pain and horror. Why 
should the plastic brain of the innocent 
child be thus bound in the compress of & 
fossil creed, its moral and emotional na- 
ture be exposed to the deadly contagion of 
hypocrisy and antiuaturalism? Why? 

‘The New Age of Reason" is a book 
well worth reading. : 


The test of worth in literature lies in 
proving the degree to which su author has 
carried out a definit, well-considered pur- 
pose. The value of a book, in a general 
sense, depends of course on the depth of 
the purpose and the scope of its applica- 
bility as made possible in its expression. 
Helen Gardener has already proven the 
keenness of her perceptions in the pointing 
out of the salient features needing attack 
and attention in our modern problems; she 
has proven her broad logical capacity in 
the vigorous consistency with which she 
has presented phases of these problems to 
the public; and the wide reading accorded 
them proves her exceptional power for at- 
traction and impression—for her works 
hav accomplished a vast. deal of good. 

She has covered broad grounds and has 
treated trem most forcefully. But on 
some grounds nothing that she has ever 
done will equal in eloquence her presenta- 
tion of our civil war problem as given us 
in her new volume, ‘‘AnUnofficial Patriot.” 
Not in so many words does she discuss all 
sides of the question, but the spirit of the 
author pervades with its consciousness: all 
reference with such infinit power that the 


question as a whole touches magically the | 


consciousness of the reader and opens it 
to the perception of the grand philosoph- 
ical foundations of the author's convic- 
tions. In its scope and power it is unri- 
valed among war stories It embodies so 
forcefully the soul of the whole matter. 
Others hav recorded facts and hav given 
interpretations and prophecies, varying in 
breadth and power; but Helen Gardener's 
treatment is from the standpoint of the 
self-conscions soul viewing its own condi- 
tions and phases of expression after hav- 
ing attained knowledge through experi- 
ence. This self-conscious soul being the 
progressiv body of those struggling days 
in which the spirit of freedom was striving 
for expression in the only avenues then 
open to its surging tide. 

The central character, Griffith Daven- 
port, is a grand type of the progressed 
manhood of those days. A Virginian 
slave owner by inheritance, & Methodist 
clergyman by conviction, a broad thinker 
by nature. a nobleman at heart, the pict- 
ure of his life is an inspiring one, and 
most eloquently detailed. Helen Gar- 
dener is herself a Virginian, therefore the 
masterly depiction of the conscience- 
problem of the unselfish, truehearted 
Southerners who wished to do what was 
right and yet who had not the heart to 
cast their slaves into the deplorable condi- 
tions alone allowed them by the laws of 
their own and of Northern states—a sort 
of non-existence—will be appreciated for 
its faithfulness to actualities. The whole 
Southern problem is laid out clearly before 
the eyes of the mind, with the general and 

he personal elements most delightfully 
elaborated. The quality of pleasure af- 
forded, it is indeed difficult to express; 
but the book is so perfectly the expression 
of united spirit, soul, and body that all 
natures will both enjoy and appreciate the 
flavor of its power asa soul-picture. The 
character-sketch of Abraham Lincoln will 
giv a keen pleasure to every patriotic 
mind and heart—illustrating so well the 
great leader’s devotion to the Union! 

From its opening chapter and through- 


out, the book is weighted with beauty and 
power—all simply narrated but spiritedly 
imbued with that earnestness of knowledge 
whose brush dips deeply into a pigment of 
which the merest touch is a life-color— 
sure, firm, giowing. Helen Gardener's 
**An Unofficial Patriot" paints the truest 
of world-patriots, and the story thereo! is 
in every sense delightful — 

The publishers hav printed the book 
with their accustomed care. The general 
eftect is that of artistic clearness— always 
resultant in attractivness for every reader. 
The copy before us is of sage-green, neatly 
titled in silver.— Boston Ideas. 


ess 
Remarkable Preservation 


is & characteristic of Borden’s Peerless 
Brand Evaporated Cream. Always the 
same; is perfectly pure; entirely whole- 
some; free from substances foreign to 
pure milk. A perfect product sccom- 
plished by a scientific process. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged- 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents. . 
Tag Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


4 Fascruaiing Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: paver. ^0 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price. cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands. 
l a xii RIES. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 
lendid Judge of a Woman The Lady of the 
ub—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery The Time. Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient's Fate. 


Price, paper. 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Paper, 50 Cents. 


AS 
C 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 

P.eface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throw : in With the City’s Dead—An Irre- 
spon ible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sp^nsibiluyy of Woman in Heredity— 
Woo anasan Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in ;ts Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed Nati nal Law 
—Lawsuitor Leg- 

acy common " 
ense in 
Surgery. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. ; 


Every Woman Should Read It 
i and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10cents. Address this office. 


Gems of Phought. 


Try to fit a hand with five fingers into a 
glove with four. Your difficulty aptly 
parallels the difficulty of putting a com- 
plex conception into a mind not having 
a proportionately complex faculty.— Her- 
bert Spencer. 


THERE is a great peril in having morality 
made an appendage of a set of theological 
mysteries, because the mysteries are sure, 
in time, to be dragged into the open air of 
reason, and moral truth crumbles away 
with the false dogmas with which it had 
got mixed.—John Morley. ~- 


AnD, I pray you, with a view to the 
future, near and remote, let not so real a 
thing as marriage hav aught to do with 
such & sham thing as a priest. Let not 
so holy thing as love touch such an unholy 
and meanly mercenary thing as a flamen 
who mutters over a ritual of bondage for 
fees. If a marriage be perpetrated by a 
priest for lucre, what marvel if for lucre it 
eventuate in prostitution? Keep away 
from that divinest of all obligations, mat- 
rimony, all taint of the dross of the metal 
of your smelting-pot. Children born of 
those who come together for caste are as 
hard and inhuman as a half-crown, as un- 
spiritual. and uninteresting as & pawn- 
broker's ledger.— Saladin. . 


Tmar the individual may reach the high- 
est expression of his power,.he must de- 
velop that which is part of his own nature. 
Each and all of you should learn to value 
and to use your own individuality. If in. 
your youth you try to put it from you, so 
as to pare yourselvs down to a sort of 
common denominator, you come as near 
as may be to the intellectual standard of 
that ‘* base Indian" who ‘‘threw a pearl 
away richer than all his tribe.” The 
fable of the fox who lost his tail is not 
merely a nursery myth; it has its analog 
in those persons of to-day who try to per- 
suade the men snd women of stronger 
gifts of individuality than their own to de- 
prive themselvs voluntarily of this superior- 
ity.— Henry Irving. 


Denominations afflict the spirit. 


They 


pare down spontaneity and discourage re- 


bellion. The men who hav the denomina- 
tional temperament giv the institution 
prioiity over the principle which was its 
only excuse for being. Why should not 
the individual keep the reins in his own 
hands? If there is to be authority let him 
choose it, If leaders are required, let 
him decide hour and person. When the 
occasion for leadership is past, let the 
leader retire or be dismissed, Do,not giv 
to his pleasure your eternal welfare. 
When he would operate you rather than 
co-operate with you, teach him, even with 
whip, if need be, that you are master of 
yourself, and that if he forces you to con- - 
tend for seif-mastery, all power that he 
compels you to exercise against him is 
justified. — Horace L. Traubel. 


Onty two.theories of the springs of 
action in humanity hav ever been promul- 
gated.. One is the rational theory which 
we cali hedonism, and which rightly recog- 
nizes that pleasure and pain are, and must 
ever be the sole guides of voluntary acis 
for all sentient beings, be they pigs or 
philosophers, saints or starfish, ‘he other 
is the irrational theory taking its origin in 
theological concepts (though, with cheap 
imitation thinkers like Carlyle, it often 
outlivs 1ts source), the theory which main- 
tains that the universe was created by one 
or more superior beings, who hate pleasure 
and love pain, or who dispense them by 
caprice, at d who desire that some or all of 
their creatures should suffer abundantly. 
This is the theory, so well set forth (though 
by a smug optimist poet) in Caliban upon: 
Setebos; it lies at the root of all religious 
thinking, and in its rigorously logical 
development it is known to us as Calvin- 
ism.— Grant Allen. 


Tue last thing that it would be proper 
for me to do would be to speak of the work 
of my life, or to say at the end of the day 
whether I think I hav earned my wages or - 
not. Mem are said to be partial! judges of 
themselvs. ‘Young men may be, I doubt 
if old men are. Life seems terribly fore- 
Shortened as they look back, and the 
mountain they set themselvs to climb in 
youth turns out to be a mere spur of im- 
measurably higher ranges, when, with fail- 
ing breath, they reach the top. But if I 
may speak of the objects I hav had more 
or less definitly in view since I began the 
ascent of my hillock, they are briefly 
these: To promote the increase of natural 
knowledge and to forward the apphdéation 
of scientific methods of investigation to all 
the problems of life to the best of my 
ability, in the conviction, which has grown 
with my growth and strengthened with my 
strength, that there is no alleviation for 
the sufferings of mankind excepting verac- 
ity of thought and action, and the resolute 
facing of the world as it is when the gar- 
ment of make-believe by which pious 
hands hads hav hidden its aglier features. 
is stripped oft.—Professor Huxley. 
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J{ot for Parsons. 


t QonLoNEL's goin’ to run- for office.” 
‘¢ How do you know?" “Bought a barrel 
o’ whisky, gave ten dollars to the orphan 
asylum, an’ painted the church!" — Atlanta 
Constitution, i 


Deacon: “I was terribly shocked, my 


dear, to discover on my way home from . 


church a match game of foot-ball being 
: played on the vacant lot near the park.” 
Wife : ‘‘ Was it that which makes you so 
very late, deacon?"— Texas Siftings. 


«Say, uncle Moses, how did de Lawd 
make de berry fust man?" ‘‘Why, he 
done made him out of de earf, ob de mud: 
dat's how he made him."  ** Den w’y doan’ 
he make 'em ont o’ mud no mo?" **'Qause 
de Lawd doan’ nebber do noffin' extraba- 
gant, my chile. Land aint as cheap as it 
was for’ de-war; fust thing you know some 
white pusson'd buy up all de mud and put 
a stop to de poperlation, and then where'd 
we be? De Lawd am the best jedge ob 
how to gozabout his own business, an’ dey 
ain't no uster sayin’ no mo’.” 


THE OELTIO ADAM. 
An English gentleman, sojourning in the 


vicinity of Glenadam, made the aequaint- | 


ance of a ‘‘sma’ laird” of the neighbor- 
hood. While walking through the glen 
one day the Englishman said: “Pray, Mr. 
Campbell, can you tell me why this glen 
is called Glenadam?”’ 

“Oa, ay," was th» reply, “I can tell 
you that; but I thocht it was shenerally 


nt. 

**Indeed. Well, I am in ignorance as 
to the origin of the name.” 

The Celt cast a pitying look on tho Sas- 
senach, and then, in a tone of deep grav- 
ity said: ‘‘ Adam wass porn here." 


He fell back a pace to enjoy the Iook of . 


amazement on the Englishman's face. 
“Adam! What Adam?” asked the 
stranger. 
** Adam, the Adam—the fery first man 
as wass porn into the world alive, man.” 


“ But, my good sir, I always understood - 


it was in Mesopotamia our first parent 
arose."  . i 

** Ooh, sir, this iss a popylar error that 
hass pen redd up long ago. Adam wass 
porn here in Glenadam, and he wass the 
first man that spoke the Gaelic." 

Highly amused at the implicit faith the 
laird manifested in this legend, bnt still 
preserving. his gravity, the Englishman 
said: ‘‘Then, of course, Eve was born 
here also?" 

** No, she wassna. She cam’ frae farrer 
north—aboot Tobermory way.” 

“Then we are standing now in the Qar- 
den of Eden?" 

‘Deet are we, sir; ant here Adam and 
Eve lifed fery happy thegither till that 
nasty affair wi’ the seérpint. They were 
neffer like theirsel’s efter that. Ant then 
their auldest laddie, Cain McAdam, went 
to the bad, an’ wags a sair, sair trial to his 
parents. He went frae bad to worse, till 
wan day, whan he wass working in the 
kail-yard wi' his younger brither, he up 
wi’ his spade, and brocht the puir laddie a 
terrible clamhewit on the head that kilt 
him deid.” 

** What a trial to his parents," said the 
stranger, in a sympathetic tone. 

**'Deet ye may say tat, sir. The auld 
. wife cried the coronach ower the bairn till 
she was as roopit as a craw, and wass like 
to greet the fery een oot o' her heid.” 

** Naturally." 

** Weel, she took to the dram for com- 
fort like, an’ her pair man had a terrible 
time o’t wi’ her till she ran away wi’ an 
auld packman they ca’d Methusalum.” 

**Methuseleh was a nativ of the glen 
also?” 

“Hooch na; he was a Paisley body tat 
traveled wi’ winceys o' his ain weavin’.” 

* And what became of poor Eve, Mr. 
Campbell?" : Doy 

‘Oigh, oigh, she had an awfu' ent. It 
was a fine munelizht nicht when she took 
the road wi’ the packma2, aa’ when they 

` got to the beid o’ the glen her heart failed 
her, an’ she turned round to go back to 


her gaid man when a’ at wance she was. 


changed into a pillar o' saut,” 

** Really, Mr. Campbell, there must be 
some mistake here." 

“No on my side o' the road, sir.” 

“But we read in Genesis that it was 
Lot’s wife who was so puni-hed for looking 
back on thecities of the plain." 

** Maybe; but that will be made a’ richt 
in the neist version. My ain grandfather 
minded fine o' the muckle saut rock him- 
sel’, i 

“ And what became of this wonderful 
pillar?” : 

“Weel, ye see, saut wass &wfu' scarce 
in the Liews wan year, an’ the Shtornaway 
men cam’ ower in their poats an’ took it a’ 
awa’; an’ they did say that a’ the herrin’ 
cured in the Lews that year had a terrible 
goo o' human flesh. But here ye are at 
the inn door. Goot-bye."— London Free- 
thinker, 
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The Liviug Waters. 

To tho:e who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
‘will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa J. R. Perry, mgr. 2118 


ALD styles of watches from $1.88 up _Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
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.—AÀ live man or woman in every 

county where we have not already secured a 
representative to sell our “Nevada Silver” 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumers; asolid metal whiteas silver; no plate to 
wear off; goods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 


about one-tenth thatof silver; the chance of a life- 
time; agents average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales everywhere, #0 great i8 the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 
lion Dollars’ worthin daily use, Case of samples 
Free, Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. <, Boston, Mass. 
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S, al) prices, Views illustrating 

every 8ubjecot for C EXHI 10 * E 
OP A profitable business fora mas with a small capital. Aleo, 
Lanterns for Home Amusement, 250 nes Catalogue free. 
MCALLISTER, Mfg. Opticians, 49 Nassau St. ,NeVe 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbserew and Rack. Illustrations sve- 
cially P ared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradietions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition, Price, 15 cents 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By Jonn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pietures of the World's Fair. Tllus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argament that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of Taz TROTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E Billings, Paper, 25 cents. 


Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
pa non of Intelleotual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the puy of Philanthropy and 
Statesmauship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. . 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide toltsSource. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. . 

Faets and Fietions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. | 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 

The Chureh and Freethought, By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. k 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought, 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 


slegant binding, over one hundred por- 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOCOUNT OF 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God, 
Paner. fia aant«* alath. 7% nanta 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


FOR | 


‘SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


i 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Tl- 

lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 

By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

AD in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
izmo, 800 pp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 2 smaller; large 

tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 

trated covers; 4to. 2% pp., boards, $1. 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


God. Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and Tts 
Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
: Universology. Price, 20 cents. 
an 


The New 


Waifs and nderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 
cents. “A prose epic of the war,rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 

first page to last with the living spirit of to- 

day.”—[John Swinton’s Paper. 
lden Throne, A Romance. *''The au- 

- thor certainly has genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is 
filled with manly thoughts, expressed in 
manly words—the transoript of a manly mind. 
"Every Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne.’” 
—[Ingersoll. Price, $1. v DES 

tngersoll and Jesus. A conversation in 
rhyme between the Nineteenth Oentnry 

fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Jndian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis logond—Is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

üeitlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 85 cents. 3 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 


For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements, in very un- 
varnished languaxe, :.nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing. and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminate 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Xhe Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk. 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur 
in her residence of five years as a novice, an” 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dier 
Nuuuery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any unti 
Catholic book published has created more ex 
citemert, and had such a circulation as thit 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholic 
circulated s story that Maria Monk was "nc 
better than she should be," but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame" was nonc 
other than the child of her priest-seducer 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth ?5 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun. 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuis in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that iť the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it bv our various ritv 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 7% 


cents. ’ 

The Priest in Absolution, A Review of 
the system of nurienlar confession. ineInding 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un, 
masked,” from the “Master Key to loper ,' 
ete. The work is a protest against and an &ppena 
to every American citizen to examine carcfulls 
and thoughtfully a religious system 80 invexiv: 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licention 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod. 
esty. to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech and 
action, Price. paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibaey Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham. fing 
land, Revised American cdition, showing she 
result 2u parishes of the Roman decree tbat 
rriests sha not mary. Price. paper. if cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hal]! Convent, Bore- 
ham, t/ssex, England. Showing that sno vens 
US inimics} to chastity, virtue, and feeedom. 

ice, paper, 19 cents, 
s PAPER ie TRUTA SUKER CU, 
à imfuyette Bins, New Yurk Ulsy 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. NEWMAR. Price 25 sents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year 
Issues or 1891.—$3. ' 


Truth Seeker Annual iam, ree 


BO 95 
Men, Women, and Gods. 


"Helen H. Gar- 


Cl ee Erias sessa icteeeesssearees 50 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- 
trated,... evenerit greptgrrss 25 
Answers fo Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- Sx 
nett. ........ P CTI 9r 
Christiau Absurdities. John Peck 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire. 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. lllustra 40 
Sabbath Breaking. , JohuE.Remsburg...... 2i 

Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
.80n. Robert O. Adams....... S HOM 25 
Strike of a Bex, George N. Miller............ 95 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- Ge 

DDR . 

The Higher Oriticismin Theology and Re- 
ligion. ‘IT. E. Longshore....,.......- es. 50 

Issuns or 1899.— $8. 

Infidel Death-Beds. Q. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights at Man. Thomas Paine. Mustra- " 
6d... vee o oeaietedegivatecttosss diese ales 
Was Ohrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower,... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle Helen H. Gar- 
E 
40 
25 
15 
25 
15 
Hart... We tenes ` Se. 30 
The Holy Bible Abridged...... si . 80 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
Remsburg...... ....,..o.eec pee n 10 
Issuxs or 1893.—$8. 
Thomas _ Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robort 
a ngerso Vacstedsd saccecteceweissce geen 18 
The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
. mann... MOERS MEE 60 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 
M. E. Billings............ esses m 2 
Resurrection of Jesus..............oseeue es. 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Boll...... 50 
eligion a Curse; Heligion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. P. Putnam. |... ..., 95 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE TRUTH BEEKER.,.... cece oe 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E Remaburg. A A)! 
Pen Pintures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
tr ted. P. Putnam..,..... RAS EERA aM 2^ 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine. ......, ... 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and rrogress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
JB. ol Cic umen D a 2e ON 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein 10 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald — 1n 
self-Oontradiction of the Bible W.H.Burr 1b 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to snbsoribera 
as they appear. . 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering nlewse say 
which pm is desired, 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted 

THE TRUTH SEEKER O0., 
28 Lafayette Placa. New York. 


Again Reduced. 


‘Take Advantage of these Manufactue 
rer’s Pric Se 


REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES. 


Including Rockford, Elgin, Wa tham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen’s Size. 

, Prices: In 8 ounce sil verine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jewels, $65; 15 jewels, +8; 15 jewels. fully ad- 
Justed, #10; 17 jowels. adju ted, 814, In 8 ounce 
coin silver caso, $ 0, 811 E 3 $6, $19. (n 4 
ounce, $1 extca, In 14 kt gold filled. open faco, 
2! year case, $14, 815.50. 817, «19. $23. Hunting 
case, $8 extra In j0 kt., 16 year case, ei.her 
kind, #3 lero. i 

` Ladies! Rize. 

Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
cases, 7 Jewels, $18; 11 jewols, $14.50; 16 jewels, 
$19. In 14 kt, solid gold, hunting cases, $23. 
$24.50, $29. 


THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 18 jewola, patent regulator, brequet (nou. 
eatchable) hair pring, be utitul, double sun , 

an ied dial, nickel, gol : damaseened finish, a-f- 
Justcd to heat and cold and positioas. Lutes 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect timc 
keeper. 

Gentlemen's Stize. 

Prices: In 3 onnce silverine case. # 9 4 oance 
coin silver. #25; gold tilled 14 kt., 21 years. open 
faco, $28. Huning, $82; 10 kt, 15 year cas 8, $38 


less. 
Lattes’ Sitze. 
Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $3). 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, 


40. 
All gold and filled «a8e& made bv ba manufac- 


turers a8, Bosh, Dueber, Faby, and Lad.l. in plain, 
engine turn d, or artistically engraved. 
Goods shipped by express, charges prepaid. 


SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBPRAL JBWBLER 


booklet will be sent to their 
ten cents, sealed in a plein envelope 
ving causes and symptoms of thecom 
laints, and a description of the Doctor's 
r mportant medical discovery—an Uut- 
ward Applications positive cure—-the Only tem. 
edy of the kind ir: existence--witn svidencet oF suc 
cess, Address. DR, R. p, FELLON, 
“ag where you esw toh sare Vineland, N, - 
ET- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
wil gi ve me their pate nage and not waste the 
tim: d money on Christian dootors.—J2r. Fel- 

tow 


y i 
BT 
dll 


Ke 


Lin Pare = 


wha. Be 


? ^ 


Tos MSS 


YAHWEH GivS SOME OF HIS VESSELS FOR THE USE OF ANOTHER GOD. 


And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Jndah into his hand, with part of the vessels to the house of God: which he 
carried into the land of Shinar tothe house of God; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.— 


Dan. i, 2. 


Thomas Pai 


SPRAIN Re AE Más NEN REN 


: AGE OF REASON. Pap., 25c.; 
6 copies for $1; cloth. 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 406. ; clo., 750. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
Lite). ay J. E. Remsbvrg. 

Portrait. Pap.,t0c.: clo.,75c 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 
Revolution _Pan., 40c.; clo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp.; 
clo. $8; leather, #4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50, 

LIFE OF. By C. Blanchard. 
Pan ,40c.: clo.. with portrait, 60c. 

LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Li erary. Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Francc, and England, 
aud a Sketch by William C bbett, 


Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 
LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 50c. 
LIFE OF. ByG. Vale. $1. 


LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28. $1. 
POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 

REFORMER. Underwood. 10c 
POLITICAL WORKS: '*Com- 


mon Sense," *' Crisis,” “ Rights of 


Man " $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack ou the French Rev- 
olutiou. Pap.,40c ; clo.. 156. 

TESTIMONIALS TO His MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100, 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS:*''A, 
. of Reason,” “ Examination of the 
prophecies, gron mith gato of 
a , alae and steel portrait, $1.50. 
TTE VINDICATION, Reply to N.Y. 


Ooserver. By B. G. Ingersoll. 10c. 


CONWAY'S EDITION 
OF 


THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


x OOLLECTED, EDITED, AND OHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
" By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ** The Life of Thomas Paine,” ‘‘ Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” ete. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's “ Life of 
Paine" Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies bound in halt leather, gilt 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ‘‘The Writings of Washington," ‘‘The 


Writings of Jefferson," ete. Price, per volume, $4. i 

For the general reader the $8 edition of Paine’s works is sufficient, as it contaius all of his 
writings upon which his fame substantially rests. Rut for those who desire to go deeper into the 
rubject of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly commend the " Lifeof Paine” by Mr 
Conway, and this edition of Paine’s works edited by him — It is the fullest that we are likely to have, 
and the student of history, and particularly the writer, should have it upon his shelves. 

The work will consist of four volumes, and wil! be arranged chronologically. The cause of 
America, as Paine said, made him an author. ard the first volume will cover the period of the 
Americaa Revolution, beginning with the year 1774. It will, therefore open with Paine’s anti- 
slavery essay, aud his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the Pennsylvania Magazine; 
these eing followed by the great revolutionary. political. and controversial pamphlets which made 
such & profound impression on the country. s 

The second volume will consist mainiy of the “ Rights of Mau,” and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish politics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs, — . M 

The third and foorth volumes will consist mainly of Paine's religious a but will also 
contain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the ciose will be 
given Paine’s poems. . 

i je Bo arst volame is nov read io ebyorys: aud the athiri will polow soon Orders aor the 
whole set will be taken an ed as the volumes appear, or the volumes can be purchased sepa- 
ely. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 2 Lafayette Place, New York. 


‘the only adequate Biography of |. 


ne's Works. | ase of the Wes. 


Srrixer’s riots in Hoboken June 8th. 
APPLEs are $50 per barrel in Chicago. 


Faxz's “army” in West Virginia has 
been stealing trains. 


Maine Republicans renominated Gov- 
ernor Henry B. Cleaves. 


Ropman M. Prion, ex-governor of New 
Jersey, died on June 7th. 


AuTI-JRw riots in Poland. Troops called 
out and sixteen rioters killed. 


Tur Italian ministry resigned June 5th. 
Riotous scenes in Parliament, 


Tse Cripple Creek miners’ war appears 
to hav ended for the time being. 


Epmunp Yates, 8 noted figure in Lon- 
don journalism, died on May 21st. 


Tue South Carolina Supreme Court 
decides that towns cannot issue liquor 
licenses. 


BRIOKMAKERS in yards along the Hud- 
son were last week forced to leave work 
by strikers. 


Anprew J. GnaaHaAM, inventor of the 
system of shorthand which bears his name, 
has recently died. 


Many distinguished citizens are petition- 
ing Congress to abrogate the extradition 
treaty with Russia. 


Ex-Prmz MINISTER | CaAsiMER-PERIER 
has been elected president of the French 
Chamber of Deputies. 


Tue Republicans made a clean sweep 
in the Oregon election and by an unprec- 
edentedly large majority. 


A coNTINGENT of the Coxey army started 
from Denver in boats on the Platte. Fif- 
teen are reported drowned. 


J. ADOLPHE DEMEESTÉRE, & prominent 
French Freethinker, died Feb. 4, 1894, at 
an age of seventy-eight years. 


Pror. Henry Moruey is dead. He was 
a prolific writer and left his greatest work, 
** English Writers," unfinished. 


New Yorx’s model police are shutting 
the saloons on Sunday and after 1 a.m, 
during the sitting of the Lexow Com- 
mittee. 


AT Indianapolis bank wrdéckers F. A. 
Coffin and P. B. Coffin were sentenced 
to ten and five years’ imprisonment re- 
spectivly. 


Tye husband of Olive Schreiner, author 
of ** The Story of an African Farm,” adde 
her name to his, and will be known as 
Conwright Schreiner. 


WILLIAM RosOHER, an eminent German 
authority in political economy, ranking 
among students with Buensen, Moinmaen, 
and Helmholtz, has just died. 


Kawsas Republicans nominated E. N. 
Morrill for governor and declared in favor 
of bimetalism and coinage of silver, but 
did not specify the ratio. 


Prov. Wiuniaw DwiomHT WnrrNEY; next 
to Max Müller, the greatest contemporary 
linguist, died on June 7th. Born in 
Northampton, Mass., in 1827. 


By a three-fifths vote the Southern 
Presbyterian General Assembly has re- 
fused to consider overtüre8 for organic 
union with the Northern Presbyterians, 


SwepEN pays in yearly salaries to its 
bishops 126,801 crowns, and the taxable 
vülue of real estate used by the twelve efni- 
nent sky pilots àmounts to 2,052,600 crowns, 


Tur family. of Socialist Deputy Felice- 
Guifirida, sentenced to eighteen years im- 
prisonment for complicity in the Sicilian 
riots, has been exiled to the Island of 
Sardinia. 


Tue rioters who attacked Italian labor. 
ers in Berne, Switzerland, last fall, hav 
been convicted. Sixty-one are imprisoned 
or fined, the fines going to the injured 
Italians. 


A REMARKABLE archeological discovery 
is announced from Tréves. In excavating 
the old Roman walls close to the Moselle a 
complete Roman pottery establishment 
was discovered. 


Communist plans hav been abandoned 
at Topolobampo. Two hundred and fifty 
colonists remain, and the company will tr 
to perfect their titles to land and they wi 
look out for themselvs. a 


Tug United States Supreme Court has 
decided that no damages can be assessed 
against the city of- New Orleans for the 
deaths of the Italians, caused by the as- 
sault upon the prison, March 14, 1891. 


An investigation of the management of 
the women's insane asylum on Ward's 
Island is in progress. Dr. Louise G. 
Rabinoviteh, formerly employed there, 
has given some very damaging testimony. 


In the annual conscription list for the 
Russían army, only twenty-seven per cent 
of the total number of recruits can read or 
write.  Dissenters number 3,422; Jews, 
16,169; Mohammedans, 9,125; and heath- 
ens, 377. 


Tae Senate has passed and President 
Cleveland has signed the New York and 
New Jersey bridge bill The bridge will 
span the Hudson at some point between 
Fifty-ninth and Sixty-ninth streets, New 
York city. 


Tue bil to unconditionally repeal the 
ten per cent bank tax received 102 Demo- 
cratic votes in Congress. The Repub- 
licans and Populists voted solidly against 
it. Seventy-five Democrats were also 
recorded in the negativ. i 


AT Boise, Ida., 200 Coxeyites were sen- 
tenced by Judge Beattie to imprisonment 
ranging from six months for ''General" 
Schefiler and four months for ‘‘ Quarter 
master-General" Breckinridge, to thirty 
to sixty days for the privates. 


Dure 1893 Berlin donated to the en- 
largement of publie libraries 23,000 marks; 
Dresden, 10,800 marks; Boston gave 670,- 
000 marks; London, 660,000 marks; Sid- 
ney, 280,000 marks; Manchester and Liver- 
pool, each 240,000 marks; Paris, 200,000 
marks. l 


Srverat keepers of disorderly houses 
hav testified before the Lexow Committee 
that the police captains, through their 
ward men, hav exacted regular monthly 
contributions from them, and an ‘‘initia- 
tion" fee for new captains. Oroker has 
sailed for Europe. 


THE employees of the post-office offered 
Postmaster Dayton & dinner, and $2,000 
was raised for that purpose. He declined 
on the grounds that many not able would 
contribute and that it conflicts with the 
spirit of the United States statutes relativ 
to the soliciting of contributions from em- 
ployees. He suggests that the money 
pledged be turned into the treasury of the 
Postal Employees’ Mutual Aid Association 
and he offers $500 to accompany it. 


Mvog rioting at McKeesport and other 
points in Pennsylvania last week. In 
Ilinois some very serious fights occurred, 
one being the attack upon the mine of 
Little Brothers, whose men were satisfied 
with their employers and did not wish to 
quit. One of the proprietors was killed 
and others wounded. In Indiana, 4 
freight train was stoned and the engineer 
killed. The coal supply of the coŭntry ig 
getting very low and many industries hav 
already closed. 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality- 


By OTTO WETTS EIN. 
A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 
Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol.21. No.25 [PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, June 23, 1894. 
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We can still supply Taz Trova SEEKER of June 
9th, containing the copyrighted addresses of Colonel 
Ingersoll, T. B. Wakeman, and Henry Rowley, and 
others delivered at the Paine Memorial. celebra- 
tion at New Rochelle, May 30th. This is a finely 
illustrated number, and those who send for it at 
once will be the recipients of a charming souvenir. 
Seven cents per copy, five or more copies, five cents 
each. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club has arranged a 
pleasing program for its final meeting of the sea- 


son, June 29th. There will be five-minute speeches. 


on “What One Thing Would You Hav the Consti- 
tutional Convention Do?" It is expected that the 
“One” things will be as diverse, numerous, and 
irreconcilable as the views of the dozen or more 
speakers. There will be also songs, recitations, etc. 
Admission, 10 cents, at the door. 


The New York section of the Freethought Letter 
Writing Corps will continue to present arguments 
favorable to the taxation of church property to the 
committees of the Constitutional Convention, the 
names of whose members are given below. Write 
to & new name each week: m 

Mr. Milo M. Acker, of Hornellsville; Commodore 
P. Vedder, Ellicottville; I. S. Johnson, Warsaw; Owen 
Cassidy, Havana; A. B. Steele, Herkimer; S. B. Jacobs, 
Brooklyn; O. A. Fuller, Wellsville: F. B. F. Tibbetts, 
Ithaca; C. R. Pratt, Elmira; A. L. Kellogg, Oneonta; 
William P. -Goodelle, Syracuse; John A, Barhite, 
Rochester; D. Gerry Wellington, Hamilton; B. S. Dean, 


Jamestown; Oharles H. Moore, Plattsburg; W. J. Mon- 
tayne, Cortland; M. L. Parker, Lyndonville; J. M, May- 
bee, Livingston M.; W. J. Roche, John H. Peck, Troy; 
Peter A. Rogers, West Troy; E. A. Brown, Dolgeville; 
W. M. Mullen, Stapleton; Wm. Kimmey, D. P. Kerwin, 
John T. McDonough, Albany; F. W. Holls, Yonkers; 
E. R. Brown, Watertown; H. R. Durfee, Palmyra; M. 
H. Hirschberg, Newburg; J. E. McIntyre, Potsdam; 
H. W. Hill, Buffalo; Frederick Fraser, Salen; G. R. 
Cornwell, Penn Yan; J. W. Riggs, H. A. Powell, Mira- 
beau L. Towns, Brooklyn; A. H. Peabody, New Leb- 
anon; C. L. Phipps, East Rockaway; C. W. H. Arnold, 
Staatsburg; C. B. McLaughlin, Port Henry; L. M. 
Manley, Long Island City; G. L. Danforth, Middleburg; 
F. T. Fitzgerald, W. McM. Speer, Nelson Smith, W. P. 
Burr, M. J. Mulqueen, J. W. McLaughlin, S. 8. Blake, 
E. Lauterbach, L. A. Giegerich, Elliot Sandford, C. 8. 
Truax, Robert E. Deyo, H. W. Platzek, Francis Forbes, 
Eugene Durnin, Thomas Gilleran, A, C. Hottenrorth, 
New York." 


Mr. S. P. Putnam departed this week upon 
his extended lecturing trip. Our readers will see 
by perusing his list of appointments that he will 
hav to pay heavy tributes to the railroads in order 
to meet his widely-scattered engagements. He has 


quite a number of open dates which he will be very | 


glad to hav filled. Work upon “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought ” is progressing satisfactorily 
and bills of inconvenient magnitude are coming in 
with unsatisfactory frequency. The preparation of 
such a work is a stupendous task, especially when 
we take into consideration the comparativly few 
activ Liberals in the country, and the dull times 
which hav prevailed for so long. Our zealous 
co-worker has devoted the better part of a year to 


this epoch-marking volume, at the cost of the 
nearly total drying-up of the ordinary streams of 
revenue. To giv him the most moderate wages for 
his hard but brilliant work at least five hundred 
more names of paid-in-advance subscribers should 
go into the closing pages of the great book. It is 
certainly cheap at $5, and with Tus Teruras SEEKER 
one year at $6.50 for both is more than cheap. 
The history will make a splendid companion for 
your children, and a delightful surprise for your 
guests, even though some of the latter may be more 
or less orthodox. Since last reports the names of 
subscribers given below hav been received. Nine 
hundred and fifty copies of “ Four Hundred Years " 
hav been ordered and’ paid for to date. If we can 
not hav the five hundred additional subscriptions 
desired to properly reimburse Mr. Putnam, we cer- 
tainly should hav fifty more, so that the names of 
the cash takers of one thousand copies can go into 
the book. 

Arkansas.—Geo. W. Cunningham. 

California.—J.' H. Tranger, Jas. H. Watts, Wil H. 
Baker, A. F. Mace. D 

Illinois.—Aaron Shreftler. 

Indians.—Fred Garing. 

Kansas.—Silas Rutledge, John T. Lakin, John P. 
Durr, Peter Wettstein. 

Massachusetta.—Mrs. S. D. Francis, Nathaniel Little, 
N. D. Burnham. 

Michigan. —Wm. A. Gibbs. 

Montana.— Geo. W. Seobee. 

New Jersey.—I. S. Bennett, Oliver 8. Poppey, Tim 
White, Samuel R. Wetherell. 

New York.—L. Chaskin. 

Ohio.—J. M. Smiley. 


Pennsylvania.—James Gates. 
Wisconsin, —AÀndrew Tainter, A. C. Kenter. 
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the Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


PUTNAM. 


BY SAMUEL P. 


The object of this work is to er the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, In: lustrial, and Political 


Movement. 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethoight” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with’ the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Intcresting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended aud what is already won must be carefully guarded. - Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
. In One Harmonious and Magnific nt Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMAN CIPATION 

fron the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal-with Freethought as a Üniversal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially i in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and ` should be justly understood 


an tlie Pioneers of our work recognized. 
(3 The first part will embrace the follo wing Grand Departments: 


Philo ophy.|  Seicnee. | Education and Literatnre. Government and Polities. . Woman's Emancipation. 
Bruao. ` Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spine za. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradiaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. . Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parxer. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer; Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen: ` Shelley. Heine. | Mazzinni. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tynan, Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham, .Bakounine | Elizabeth Cody Stanton. 
. Büchner. xley. Haeckel. Pushkin.  Whit»an. Mill. Warren. Susan B. AIME ony. . 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matild :Josl Gave. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. zum Helen H. Gardener. 
‘Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


` in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 
The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and. the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age. Secular Thought, Preethinkers’ Maga- 
xine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 
It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL. CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

“Tt. will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits: of 


George E Macdonald; Capt. R. C. Adams, Susan H. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, Dr. E B. Foote, Sr., 


J, P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr. i Mrs. Charles Watts, 
D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P;.Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. AP RE O. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, - John E. Remsburg, E. H Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 


Eliznr Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 


T. O. Leland, G. W. Foote, . D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, : E. A. Stevens, James Parton, . illian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H; L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed.to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about ; 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in iosi will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey c of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain , 

Over Six Hundred Pages orf Printed Mat‘er and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Jt will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and. what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 


can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 
We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tuz 
TaurH Seexes, and every Freethinker 
needs * Four Hundred Years of Free. 
thought." Not all are able to pay $5 
for' it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a. copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 


FREE OF CHARGES, 


And: further, to aid our friends in 
gotting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 


post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories . 


Comically Illustrated 
By WAISON HESION, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 


CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth- sound of 
W, 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The <lub, 
FOUR HUNOREO YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
free, 

To each New Subscriber 1 in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either "Old Testament 
Stories Comically illustrated," or W. S. Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express. 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 


scriber, as they get Tur Teura Seeker 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 


scribers and $12 ($3 only 


from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in - 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en. 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, - 


Vol.21. No.25 (PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


‘FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAGDONALD, 7-3 Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - . JUNE 23, 1804. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, | 


Single subscription, in advance........0...csaecssscrscensccees 
One subscription two years, in advance. 
TWO new Subsoribers..........- esee eereensseccctesreccersssecces 
One subscription with one new subscriber, i inoneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new w. subsoribers, in one remit- 


tance.. ..10 90 
Any number over five at ‘the same rate, invariably’ with one : 
remittance. ` 


Money should be sent by express company’s money:order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-oftce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Larayette place; New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to. onr 
renders if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular snbscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


- To induce new subscriptions and prompi .enew- 
als on the ‘part of our friends we make the lollow- 
‘ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tar TauruH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam's “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see oppo-it 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Tur Trura Srexer one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete" 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. : 

For $5 we will send Tse TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). ‘By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tur Truta Szexer one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is & splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. .It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Trura Szexer one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tax TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" 

in boards ($2). l 

For $4 we will send Tuz Truru SEEKER one year 
(83) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comie- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz "Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comieally 

` Ilustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present: readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


more than those who hay responded. This state- 
ment is not meant as any disparagement of the lat- 


We received answers from thirteen of the persons 
addressed. There are sixty county treasurers in 
this state. A letter was sent to each. Replies 
were received from six. Of the thirteen college 
men who replied two hav failed to form an opinion 
on the subject of taxation of church property. 
Only eleven per cent of the educators addressed 
hav ventured to tell our readers how they stand on 
the important question of equality in taxation. 
Ten per cent of the county treasurers hav put them- 
selvs upon record. Of one hundred and sixty men 
|and. women holding educational and official posi- 
tions but nineteen hav acknowledged the receipt of 
our letters, and but seventeen hav deemed it pro: 
dent to let their views be known. 


more powerfully than those who advance arguments 
either for or against equitable taxation of ecclesias- 
tical property? Why do they shrink from the ex- 
pression of their opinions—for who can doubt that 
they hav opinions? What seals their lips or para- 
lyzes their pens? Why should not an honest man 
giv voice to his candid views on & public question 
of so much importance if he does not fear harmful 


-| tiv; we can deal only with their arguments. But 


New York, Saturday, June 23, 1894. 128 LAFAYETTE PL) $3.00 Per Year. 


The Taxation of Chureh Property. 


The people who were invited to contribute to our 
Symposium on taxation and did not comply say 


impartial taxation. Of course the college men to 
whom we sent our inquiries are but a fraction of 
the total number, but they were selected from a 
large variety of schools and can safely be taken to 
be fairly representativ of all, and the percentage of 
replies would doubtless hav been substantially the 
same had we written to one thousand instead of to 
one hundred.. Some, at least, of those to whom our 
inquiries were mailed, and who hav not answered, 
are Atheists or Agnostics, as we know. This fact, 
taken alone, is sufficient to show all thoughtful peo- 
people that the church yet exerts a tremendous in- 
fluence and is capable of infinit mischief in spite of 
the declension from her standard of the flower of 
the literary and scientific world. When we hav a 
hundred papers, each having ten times the circula- 
tion of Taz Terors Srexzr, and a thousand well- 
equipped lecturers in the field, à good many more of 
our teachers and politicians wil know how they 
stand on the question of church taxation. And the 
way to increase the number and efficiency of Free- 
thought papers and Freethought lecturers is to 
take hold still more enthusiastically and help those 
that we now hav. 


ter. To presidents and other members of college 
faculties we sent just one hundred letters of inquiry. 


Said we not that those who remain silent speak 


Professor Fuertes, who is in favor of church tax- 
ation, agrees with President Hervey and Professors 
Whicher and Hewett, who are opposed to such tax- 
ation, that the exemption of such property does not 
amount to an appropriation from the state for the 
propagation of religion. President Strong does 
not regard “exemption from taxation to this extent 
as engaging the state in the teaching of religion” 
and Professor Whicher says that “it is a perverse 
logic which can see in this exemption from taxation 
an appropriation for’the propagation of religious 
doctrins.” On the other hand, Treasurer Mont- 
gomery frankly admits that “exemption from tax- 
ation certainly has the effect of an appropriation to 
encourage religious doctrins,” and Treasurer Cork- 
hill adds his cumulativ testimony that there will 
hav to. be that much more from the state if church 
property is exempt. Here are four men all favor- 
ing the exemption of church property, two of whom 
declare that this exemption does «ot involve the 
teaching of religious dogmas by the state and the 
other two as positivly affirming that it does. The 
first two are men of the pulpit and study, quite 
possibly unfamiliar with practical affairs; the last 
two are men of business, who, as county treasurers, 
know that they deduct from the total assessment of 
the county the exempt properties and base the tax 
levy upon what is left. Hence it is with them a 
matter of actual, everyday knowledge that the ex- 
emption of church property from taxation does, in 
effect, as our question implied, amount to an appro- 
priation from the state for the inculcation of relig- 
ious notions. The officials see facts to which the 
teachers are blind; but what shall we say of men 
who, clearly perceiving that church exemption is 
state support of religion, yet defend that exemption ? 
It is no trifling matter that men sworn to uphold 
the Constitution are ready and eager to violate its 
letter and its spirit in the interest of the church, 
and to do this with their eyes wide open to the truth 
that they are trampling under foot the organie law 
of the land.. 

We wish to call the attention of these gentlemen 
to the fact that we asked if exemption of church 
property from taxation was not, in effect, an ap- 
propriation. by the state to the church. We did 
not imply that it was identical in form, which some 
of them are trying to disprove. Essentially it is an 
appropriation, a gift. No argument, no play upon 
words, can make it appear to be anything else. The 
most practical men among the pro-exemptionists 


results to himself as a punishment for his frankness 
should he take sides on this question? It is not 
necessary to point out that these men do not take 
refuge in silence because they feel they will be boy- 
cotted by those who stand for justice in taxation. 
The fact that. church property is exempt and the 
further fact that but few, comparativly, are working 
earnestly to get that wealth put on the tax lists, is 
proof that these educators and officials hav little or 
nothing to fear from pro-taxationists should they 
speak out against church deadheadism. It is per- 
fectly fair to assume that the reaeon they do not 
answer such plain questions is becames they are in 
dread of the terrorism of the church. They may 
be roughly divided into two classes, the first con- 
sisting of those who really believe that church 
property should bear its equitable share of the 
burdens imposed by the state, but who think that 
their personal interests would be jeoparded by a 
frank avowal of their convictions. The second 
class is composed of anti-taxationists, activ Ohris- 
tians, who feel above defending their position in an 
Infidel journal, probably thinking, also, that if they 
should do so they would in some way help adver- 
tise the paper and add to the prestige of Free- 
thought. It is well to remark right here that we 
can hav nothing to say regarding the motivs of 
those who hav answered our questions in the nega- 


those who will not or dare not express their opin- 
ions necessarily require different treatment. As 
they advance no arguments we will be obliged to 
ask concerning their motivs, and we are forced to 
the conclusion that those motivs are not creditable 
either to them or to the ecclesiastical tyranny 
which forces them to be dumb in the presence of a 
demand for equality before the law. 

Freethinkers who bask in the sunshine of optim- 
ism may with profit study this exhibit of profes- 
sional and political timidity. Certainly the battle 
for religious freedom is not won, the time has not 
come to lay down the arms of our warfare for jus- 
tice, when ninety per cent of the cducational and 
fiscal officers of a great state dare not put them- 
gelvs on record concerning so simple an issue as 
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hav been forced to concede this, and in terms strong, 
precise, and unequivocal. This much settled, 
there is but one position for men and women to 
take who are opposed to the union of church and 
state, who are loyal to the best traditions of the re- 
public, and who are ‘determined that the country 
shall not be ruled by & hierarchy that would fat- 
ten on the law-seized labor fruits of those who can 
not accept the creeds which the hierarchy exists to 
propagate and defend. The exemption of church 
wealth from taxation is favoritism, it isa wrong, it 
is the payment of the priest and the erection of the 
church with taxes wrung by the state from the dis- 
senting citizen. It is theft. 


Professor Oliver, while opposed to exemption so 
long as the * church" is an organization devoted to 
“the inculeation of certain religious dogmas,” 
thinks that if the time comes when “exemption” 
includes all societies “ whose primary aim is ethical, 
regardless of whether they hav or hav not an im- 
plied ereed as to religion, then such exemption 
would no longer be unjust, although it might be 
unwise," etc. It is difficult to see how it could be 
otherwise than shortsighted, unjust, and dangerous. 
So long as the state is supported by compulsory 
taxation all exemption of private property must, in 
the nature of things, be bad in principle and per- 
nicious in effect. It is outrageous special privilege. 
It is discrimination against one class of tax-payers 
for the sdvantage of another class who should be 
tax-payers. Until we hav unanimity in ethics, 
which is scarcely more possible than unanimity in 
religion, we hav no business to grant special favors 
to those professors of ethics who organize them- 
selvs into societies. Not all people who lead fairly 
good lives forgather into organizations for the 
teaching of ethical principles, and there is no basis 
in equity for laying additional burdens upon the 
outsiders for the benefit of those within. Such un- 
equal taxation would be fundamentally immoral, 
notwithstanding the claim that it was imposed for 
promotion of ethics. 

President Hervey fearlessly asserts that churches 
‘are not private property. If they are not private 
property they must be public property. The stu- 
dents of the St. Lawrence University will hav some 
fine exercises in casuistry when their president asks 
them to define the differences between these two 
kinds of property, and tries to get them to state 
clearly and logically the points of dissimilarity 
which make churches public property and railroads 
private property. Public school buildings, court- 
houses, jails, arsenals, war-ships, etc., are public 
property. Farms, shops, warehouses, churches, 
railroads, steamships, etc., are private property. It 
may fairly be assumed that President Hervey holds 
that churches are not private property because they 
are owned, generally, by a large number of indi- 
viduals acting collectivly. If this constitutes them 
public property and so exempts them from taxa- 
tion, then, reasoning similarly, railroads, coal mines, 
steamship lines, political clubs, yacht clubs, and many 
other properties are also public property and should 
pay no taxes. There is no other possible pretense 
upon which churches can be taken out of the cate- 
gory of private possessions. President Hervey 
should know that public property is the property of 
all the people of the city, or the state, or the nation, 
as the case may be, and all the people hav equal 
right to a voice in its management. If churches are 
public property, then those churches should be un- 
der the control of boards of managers selected by 
the entire electorate or appointed by an adminis- 
trativ officer elected by that electorate. This 
means & state church of course. Is President 
Hervey prepared to accept the logic of his position? 

President Strong observes that, in his judgment, 
church property should be exempt, because, “like 
hospitals and schools, it helps the state.” But 
does it help the state? The question is an open 
one, and so long as it is unsettled it is indubitably 
wrong to compel those who take the negativ side 
to pay for what they deem a positiv evil, or, at the 
best, of no value. Such compulsory tribute cannot 
be justified in any country which respects private 


judgment in matters of religious belief—that is, in 
any country which holds to the theory of separation 
of church and state. But even if we admit that the 
church helps the state, nothing is gained for the 
principle of exemption. Every legitimate industry, 
every man who labors with his hands or evolves 
good thoughts in his brain, helps the state. Should 
all industries, should all workers and thinkers, there- 
fore, be exempt from taxation? Note where this 
ridiculous theory leads. All states are at present 
supported by compulsory taxation. Churches, we 
are told, should not be taxed, because they “help 
the state.” Hence all property and all men who 
* help the state,” should be put cn the free list. 
All property put to productiv and moral uses and 
all men and women who control and direct it, “help 
the state.” Who, then, will be left to pay the ex- 
pensesof the state? Manifestly only the vicious and 
criminal. It would appear, therefore, would it not, 
that the continued existence of the state depends 
upon the propagation of large masses of depraved 
people? They are the foundations upon which, ac- 
cording to President Strong’s idea, rests the e anpor 
structure of the state. 

President Strong avers also that the church is 
not a money-making institution, and, consequently, 
should not be taxed. But this is not a fact. The 
church is a congeries of associations which is able 
to keep employed and pay salaries to an army of 
one hundred and twelve thousand resident c'ergy- 
men and large numbers of missionaries, organists, 
and o'her employees. ‘Various business devices are 
resorted to raise money. Because the church is 
largely supported by voluntary contributions is no 
reason why the aggregate of those contributions 
should escape taxation. If Smith receives legacies 
of five hundred dollars each from his father and his 
uncle, will the one thousand dollars be exempted 
from taxation on the ground that it is made up of 
gifts ? , 

These objections to equality in taxation put for- 
ward by President Strong hav been exhaustivly 
answered in our pamphlet; “ Church Property,” and 
to that we refer the reader who desires a fuller 
elucidation of the problem than we hav room for 
here. 

President Strong makes this curious assertion: 


.*I do not regard exemption from taxation to this 


extent as engaging the state in the least in the 
teaching of religion, but only as recognizing the 
good which comes from the church as & moral and 
patriotic influence.” The teaching of religion necesi- 
tates the expenditure of more or less money. When 
the state exempts church property from taxation it 
leaves in the treasuries of the churches certain sums 
of money. The churches are engaged in the work 
of religious instruction. They expend in this work 
the money which the state has declined to take 
from them i^ the form of taxes. This refusal to 
take taxes from the churches is the way the state 
has of “ recognizing” the churches. Who will pre- 
sume to assert that this recognition is not equiva- 
lent to the voting of an appropriation for the pur- 
pose of teaching religion, which is the mission of 
the church? 


No one will question Professor Whicher's state- 
ment that “various kinds of property are left un- 
taxed at present.” That is not in dispute. The 
actual issue is whether church wealth should be in- 
cluded in this exempt property. We hav already 
snswered the “ public good” argument, but will add 
here that while no one contends that blacksmith 
shops do not, “on the whole,” promote the “ publ.c 
good,” we hav heard no plea that because of thig 
service they should be exempt from taxation. The 
conceivable circumstances that Professor Whicher 
thinks might justify the repeal of the exemption 
laws are “attempts to evade taxation, under 
shelter of church corporations,” and the accumu- 
lation of “an undue proportion of the wealth of 
a community in the hands of ecclesiastical organi- 
zations.” Neither state of things exists among us, 
he says. Any proportion of untaxed wealth is an 
undue proportion, and there is no doubt that 
much secular property is hidden under the mantle 
of ecclesiastical wealth. A careful perusal of 


* Church Property ” would greatly enlighten Pro. 
fessor Whicher. l 

A public library—using the word public in itg 
proper sense—is not taxed because it belongs to 
the people as a whole, like a public school house, a 
jail, or an armory, and if it receives all classes of 
books it is not open to the charge of partialism. 
All other libraries should be taxed. “If some de- 
nominations were taxed and others exempt,” Bays 
Professor Whicher, “there would be a just cause of 
complaint. " This is precisely what is done and it 
is one of the offenses of which we complain. So. 
called religious denominations are exempt, while 
persons belonging to non-religious and anti-religious 
societies, with those not members of any organiza, 
tions, are forced to pay their taxes for them. That 
is, the non- and anti-religious people are mulct to 
make up appropriations for the religious bodies. 


How can any man of education and ordinary sense 


fail to see this? Besides, it discriminates in that 
it divides its favors unequally among different re- 
ligious denominations. It givs to them in the di- 
rect ratio of their wealth instead of their needs. If 
the Episcopalians build a million-dollar cathedral 
and the Salvation Army & five-hundred-dollar bar. 
racks, the state, by exempting both from taxation, 
givs to the Episcopalians annually—supposing the 
tax levy to be two per cent—$20,000 and to the 
Salvation Army $10 That is, those best able to 
help themselvs get the most from the state and 
those who hav the hardest struggle to maintain 
their corporate existence receive the least. And 
yet Professor Whicher says the state is “quite im- 
partial”! 

Professor Whicher is very unfortunate in his 
concluding comparison. Because the Constitution 
is not made “ godless” by its strict neutrality in all 
matters of religion the state does not propagate re- 
ligious doctrins when it throws neutrality to the 
winds and activly assists the churches in inculcat- 
ing beliefs which are not accepted by a part of the 
people whom the state compels to help pay for that 
teaching. So the gentleman argues. No doubt 
Professor Whicher is at home in Latin and Greek, 
but his logic is hopelessly decrepit. Such an at- 
tempt to transmute antitheses into parallels would 
be highly amusing were the question not so serious 
in its economic and ethical aspects. 


Several of Professor Hewett’s objection’ to jus- 
tice in taxation hav been answered in commenting 
upon the communications of other contributors to 
the symposium, but his claim that & church in a 
community increases the value of other property 
calls for.& few words. As a matter of fact a church 
is not always considered an advantage to a neigh- 
borhood.. There are various reasons for this, but 
we hav not space to enumerate them here. They 
hav been dwelt upon at length in “Church Prop- 
erty.” Suffice it to say that the fact is as stated. 
In one residence district in this city it is stipulated 
in all papers transferring real estate that no livery 
séable or church shall be erected upon the property 
specified. As to the less taxes assessed against 
non-productiv real estate it is needful to say that 
our systen of taxation will easily bear remodeling 
in many ways and another wrong does not render 
innocuous that of church exemption. 

But if it were granted that the church invariably 
augments other property values this admission 
would not commit us to the acceptance of the 
proposition that therefore churches should be ex- 
empt from taxation. The building of a railroad in 
a section hitherto without one will undoubtedly 
increase the selling value of all other property, 
except stage coaches, but that fact would not 
generilly be deemed sufficient to warrant the ex- 
emption of the railroad from taxation. Fine resi- 
dences and substantial business blocks also increase 
the value of adjacent property, but does Professor 
Hewett reason from this fact that the beautiful 
houses and imposing stores and office buildings 
should be relieved from the burdens of taxation ? 

We are utterly unable to see that “the appro- 
priation of state funds for the support of asylums, 
hospitals,” etc., under church control is any more 
promotiv of * sectarian interest primarily” than is 
the exemption of church property from taxation. 
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There is no essential difference in the principles in- 
volved in the two cases and the results are the 
same—religious beliefs are propagated at the ex- 
pense of the non-religious, the anti-religious and 
the indifferent. : 


Professor Gaines seems inclined to think that 
what he correctly surmises is our attitude toward 
untaxed church property is attributable to our hos- 
tility to religion, and, being a Christian, he deems 
himself under an obligation to defend the church 
from the attack of the unbelievers. We presume 
that Professor Gaines will not call in question the 
.Ohristian orthodoxy of the Independent and the 
Northwestern Christian Advocate, hence we submit 
to his candid consideration this excerpt from a re- 
cent issue of the former paper: f 

` ** The following isan honest statement of simple justice, 
and we are glad to see it in the Northwestern Christian 
Advocate: 

“Tn the wiser day coming, every dollar of church per- 
sonal value and every foot of church land will pay taxes 
to support honest secular government. Remission of 


taxes for church and church school uses is a secular gift 
to churches.’” 


In “ Church Property ” Professor Gaines will find 
similar testimonies to the need for and value of 
common honesty in taxation, taken from the col- 
umns of other religious papers and from the writ- 
ings of distinguished statesmen as well. We earn- 
estly recommend him to read that pamphlet care- 
fully. The Professor's attempt to show that an 
analogy exists between the failure to levy an income 
tax and the exemption of church property from 
taxation is not particularly happy. We are de- 
manding equality in taxation, not the imposition of 
a special burden upon men of certain incomes. 
Churches pay no taxes; it is proposed that they 
shall be put on an equal footing with other classes 
of property.’ Their exemption amounts to an ap- 
propriation for their support. The removal of the 
exemption would stop the appropriation. That is 
the whole question. If churches were already 
taxed equally with other kinds of property the 
demand for en additional tax on them alone would 
parallel the demand for an income tax. Professor 
Gaines, as a man of finance and business, should 
not hav permitted himself to make such a blunder. 
` The other points raised by Professor Gaines hav 
been disposed of in our earlier comments, as hav 
those sought to be made by the county treasurers 
who agree with him that church property is-privi- 
leged wealth. The Oonstitutional Oonvention 
may fail to do its duty in the premises, but such re- 
missness will only postpone the coming of the day 
of justice; it cannot weaken the arguments here 
advanced nor prevent the final victory of the right. 


Wanted—More Subscribers. 

We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
the need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
tion list of Taz Taurm Szzxzr. There are several 
reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
the work of Freethought. The church is making 
great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 
people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tume TRUTH SEEKER 
are a hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes for true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakeman says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: “They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
eipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 


readers from the occasional « duns” we are com- 
pelled to send out in order to get money with 
which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 


ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 


jails and prisons, wherein are confined those who 
do not go to church, who break the laws, are not 
taxed,” etc. He says that the movement for church 
taxation is headed and directed by the Infidels. 
Show him that these people can giv sound, cogent 
reasons for their attitude, and can do it courteously. 
Call his attention to the difference between the 
public buildings, etc., which he names, and public 
property such as churches, bookstores, hotels, and 
manufactories. Nothing would be gained by tax- 
ing public property, because, as such property is 
the result of taxation, taxing it would simply be 
going to the trouble of taking money out of one 


thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 


new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 


cent work free. 
original subscribers and patrons in the book. 


seribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two splendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated," or W. S. Bell’s * Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding ` Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one of 
the other. Hither one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of “Four Hun. 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 


($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 
Those who send the club before 
the book is off the press will be enrolled among the 


And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 


We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 


new subscribers to obtain these and other desirable 


works at a great reduction, we hav made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Tue TauTH Szzxer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 

a RN 

A twelve-page protest against the Sunday bills 
offered in Congress by Kyle, Johnson, Gallivger, 
and Morse will be sent for five cents Twenty five 
copies, three cents each; one hundred copies, $2. 


Push the circulation of the “Ohurch Property" 
pamphlet. Only fifteen cents for a brochure of one 
hundred pages. Ten copies for $1; fifty copies, 
$4.50; one hundred copies, $8; postage always 
prepaid. 


The debate arranged to take place at Pierson, 
Iowa, between the Rev. Mr. Dungan of the Disciple 
church and W. F. Jamieson has been declared off 
by the Christian committee. The reason given by 
the committee for the backdown is very obscure, 
and, as printed in a local paper, is not at all under- 
standable. But as a “fortuitous concourse” of 
words it serves its predestined purpose as an excuse. 


** The Parkhurst society will petition Governor Flower 
topardon young James Noonan, who was sentenced in 
1891 to six and a half years in Sing Sing prison for steal- 
ing $1.50. The real thief has since confessed." — Daily 
Paper. 

What kind of & system of justice hav we which 
necessitates that the pardoning power be approached 
by petitioners on bended knees before an innocent 
person can be “ pardoned ”? 


The Freethought Letter-writing Corps will this 
week write to the Advertiser, Geneva, New York, 
upon the subject of church taxation. Edgar Par. 
ker, its editor, says that churches are built by free 
contributions from their members; they are not 
money-making institutions; their doors are open to 
all; their teachings are “morality, sobriety, hon- 
esty, and integrity.” “The public schools are not 
taxed, nor the court houses and asylums ; even the 


pocket to put into the other. 
also be called to the fact that church members and 
attendants do more than their share in filling the 
jails and prisons. 


His attention might 


Tur "TRuvH Seeger of July 7th will be a special 


number, containing a symposium on the pending 
Sunday bills, in which Representativs and Senators 
will participate, assisted by the Editor. 
day question is one of the momentous issues of the 
time and if reactionary Christianity triumphs here 
the most hopeful of us will hav just cause for ap- 
prehension bordering on despair. But we do not 
intend to be beaten and borne down by the Cove- 
nanter hordes. 
not the priests’. 
will cost seven cents per copy; five copies or more, 
five cents each. Order in advance. 


The Sun- 


Sunday must be the people's day, 
Tug TaurR Sexxer of July "th 


i? 
‘When a preacher comes in contact with a scien- 


tific fact or hypothesis he almost invariably shows 


that he knows nothing about science. Rev. J. A. 
Mellwain, of Detroit, is an illustration of this fact. 
Preaching recently about the “survival of the 
fittest " he declared emphatically that in nature and 
especially among men there is no such thing. 
“The most highly organized children hav no even 
chance of life when placed alongside the coarsely 
organized and the base,” etc. One question: 
Which theory does the survival of Dr. McIlwain go 
to prove, the scientific or his own? As a matter of 
truth, pleasantry aside, the reverend gentleman 
does not understand that which he attacks. No 
thoroughly well-informed scientist claims that the 
« survival of the fittest” means necessarily the sur- 
vival of the morally fit. Those individuals, families, 
tribes, nations, survive which are fittest to survive, 
that is, those liv which can most readily adapt 
themselvs to or modify their environments, or both. 
This is what the principle implies, and this is the 
truth. It is to be supposed that Mr. McIlwain is 
so saturated with the Theistic notion of a “moral 
governor” of the universe that it has blinded his 
eyes to the glaring fact that nature is non-moral. 


The American Citizen, an American Protectiv 
Association paper of Boston, has a very significant 
cartoon on its first page in its issue of June 2d. A 
liberal Protestant minister sits in an easy chair 
and gazes with a trancéd look upon a legend on the 
wall above his book- and flower-laden table. The 
legend reads: “$5,000 a year; long vacation.” He 
says: “I don’t see any danger.” Behind him, 
floating in from across the ocean, come frightful- 
looking monsters labeled “Ignorance,” “ Pauper- 
ism,” * Orime," * Priesteraft," “Anarchy.” By the 
preacher's chair are scattered volumes by Plato, 
Buddha, Renan, Hume; and the German philoso- 
phers. Evidently these hav helped blind him. At 
his feet, near neighbor to the thought-inspiring 
books, is coiled the snake of “Infidelity,” with 
reared head and clown’s face. This cartoon reveals, 
as by a flash of light from the hell of orthodoxy, 
the hatred of the “American” orders for rational- 
ism and Freethought. On another page of the 
same issue of the same paper we find this choice 
stanza, quoted as the motto of the Loyal Orange 
League, & society closely affiliated in purpose with 
the American Protectiv Association : 

** We will support the Bible, 
God's holy book of truth, 
And keep it in our public schools, 
For the guide of early youth.” 

Poor dog Tray was known by the company he 
kept. We judge that very few Liberals will be 
found in the company of these Protestant zealots. 
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TAXATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY 


Arguments for and Against the Sec. 
ular Proposition. 


WHAT SOME €° UCATORS 4 AIYK. 


Views of Foliticians—Time-Honored But Ex- 
ploded Assertions in Defense ot 
Favoritism in Taxation. 


The Editor of Tut Trurn Srzxzr recently sent 
to one hundred of the leading educators of the 
state of New York, including the presidents and 
professors in colleges and universities, the letter of 
inquiry of which a copy is given below. The same 
letter was sent also to the county treasurers of the 
sixty counties in the state. This is the letter: 


28 Larayerre Prace, New Yorx. 

Dear Sie: Will you kindly answer, for. publica- 
tion, the questions given below? 

1. Should church property be subject to taxation, 
‘and on the same conditions and at the same rate as 
other private property 

2. Does or does not the exemption of church 
property from taxation amount, in effect, to an ap- 
propriation from the state to the church for the 
propagation of religious doctrins ? 

Hoping that you will favor me with an early 
reply, I remain, Respectfully yours, 

E. M. MACDONALD, 
Editor of Tur TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE ANSWERS. 


FROM THE MEN OF LEARNING. 
YES TO BOTH QUESTIONS. 


From Alexander J. O. Skene, President, Professor of 
the Medical and Surgical Diseases of "Women, Long 
Island College- Hospital, Brooklyn. 

1. Yes. 


2. It does. A. J. C. Sxzwx. 


From Herman L. Fairchild, B.S., Professor of Geology 
and Natural Historv, and Curator of the Geological 
Museum, University of Rochester. Lately President 
of the Rochester Methodist Episcopal Union. 

1. Yes. 

2. Yes. 

The Protestants are inconsistent in accepting 
such help. H. L Farmon. 


From George C. Caldwell, B.S., Ph.D., Professor of 
General Ohemistry and of Agricultural Chemistry, 
Cornell University. 


Dzar Sie: I believe that church property should 
be taxed, on same conditions and at same rate as 
other property. 

I think that any other course does amount to an 
appropriation from the state to the church. 

Yours truly, G O. OALDWELL. 


From Lavergne F. Gardner, Expert Accountant, Lect- 
urer on Political Economy, Commercial History, 
Commercial Geography and Business Oustoms, East- 
man Business College, Poughkeepsie, 

Eprrog Trurn Szerxer: I am pleased to respond 
to your invitation to make answer to the questions, 
Should church properly be taxed? etc. We ma 
fairly estimate that from one and one-half millions 
to two millions valuation of church property in this 
city (Poughkeepsie) of about 23,000 population is 
to-day exempt from taxation. Every tax payer in 
the city is helping to support and increase this 
property. We hav some sixteen or seventeen 
churches and annexes struggling for existence, and 
the moral and benevolent activities in most of these 
organizations, the enthusiasm of their youth, the 
sense of duty of the older members, are spent in 
maintaining these institutions. For these the ladies 
sew, contrive, beg, cook, hold fairs, giv entertain- 

ments, get up picnics, festivals, concerts, yea, move 
heaven and earth that these seventeen organizations 
may liv. Tax church property and the same num- 
ber of people will meet in half the number of 
churches, feel the inspiration that a closer fellow- 
ship always givs, pay their taxes, and expend sur- 
plus vitality in doing good instead of accumulating 
property. A large part of what is called religion 
to-day may be fairly classed under the head of lux- 
ury, and who among us will deny that luxuries are 
fair objects for taxation? What is the practical 
effect of this exemption and protection? Church 
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property in our large cities aggregates hundreds of | erence to the taxation of church property, in a man- 


millions of dollars in valuation. The most valuable 
are exclusiv, and in general utility and character 
are religious club houses. This is comparativly a 
young nation, and strong, yet it is wise to read to 
this generation a page from history. At the begin- 
ning of the French Revolution two acres out of 
every five iu all France belonged to the church, and 
the church was so good a judge of land that in 
most places the two acres belonging to the church 
were worth more than the people’s three. Look 
abroad to day, at Italy, Spain, Mexico, Peru. In 
most Catholic countries that edifice or group of 
buildings that overwhelms the mind with its grand- 
eur, either for its magnitude or its magnificence, 
you may be sure is ecclesiastical; and in these same 
countries man, potentially divine, grovels in the 
dirt, wearing the blank look of ignorance or idiocy, 
in order that the God whom he adores may dwell 
in lofty temples and glisten with beautiful gems. 
"Tis a sorry sight. The established church in Eng- 
land, with its many fat livings, robs the producer, 
who pays the tax but is never represented therein. 

My taxes this year amounted to $7140. Ifchurch 
property in Poughkeepsie had been taxed I would 
hav paid about $65. Iam compelled to contribute 
between six and seven dollars each year to support 
churches not of my choice nor patronage. 
should attend church twice every Sunday of the 
year and drop a nickel on the plate each time, I 
would not pay as much as I am now paying. 

According to the census of 1890, church property 
in this country was valued at $679,000,000. Stat- 
isticians tell us that this class of property doubles 
in value every ten or twelve years. These exempt 
millions laugh at the tax collector, while the widow 
and the fatherless must pay or go under the sheriff's 
hammer. 

Exemption of church property from taxation, and 
reduction to the clergy because they are a part of 
said property, is a positiv injury to citizen and 
society to-day. Out off this remnant of the middle 
ages. Make it possible for a man in the church to 
be just and honest, and clean and upright as the 
man outside. Tax all church property. Ask every 
priest or clergyman to pay full fare, and standard 
price for clothing, food, and fuel. The exemption 
of church property from taxation is equivalent to 
an appropriation by the state for the support of all 
churches, hence the propagation of religious doc- 
trins. Fraternally, L. F. GARDNER. 

YES, TO FIRST QUESTION; NO, TO SECOND. 


From Estevan A, Fuertes, M. A.S.O.E , Director of the 
College of Civil Engineering, and Professor of Civil 
Engineering, Cornell University. 


1. Yes, and at such rates as would truthfully 
prove neither persecution nor favoritism. 

2 No; it is not identical with an appropriation. 
It has some equivalent features, but exemption is 
certainly favoritism, likely to be abused,. as it is 
really abused. Such exemption might, I think, be 
proved unconstitutional. . E. A. Forrves. 
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YES, UNDER ACOEPTED DEFINITION oF “‘cHURGH.” 


From James E. Oliver, A.M., Professor of Mathematics, 
Cornell University. 


Sır: To exempt church property from whatever 
taxation is imposed on other private property is to 
giv the churches indirect state aid, and this appears 
io me dangerous in principle. Moreover, such 
state aid is UN;UsT as long as it rests in any degree 
upon our practically defining a * church" as an in- 
stitution one of whose objects shall be the inculca- 
tion of certain religious doctrins—for instance, of 
Theism. If ever, for purposes of tax-exemption, 


Y | the word “church” should come to include all or- 


ganizations whuse primary aim is ethical, regardless 
of whether they hav or hav not an implied creed as 
to religion or of what that implied creed may be, 
then I think that tax-emption would no longer be 
unjust, although it might be wnwise in two ways— 
as keeping open an opportunity for abuses, and as 
depriving the churches of that great power for 
good which comes from healthy and recognized 
self-dependence. James EDWARD OLIVER. 


NOT PREPARED TO ANSWEB. 


From Andrew V, V. Raymond, D.D., President-elect of 
Union College. 


Dear Siz: Iam not able to answer your inquiries 
as to the taxation of church property, as I hay not 
yet given the subject sufficient thought to formulate 
an intelligent opinion. Respectfully yours, 

Anprew V. V. Raymonp. 


From Frank Abbott, M.D., Dean of the Faculty, Pro- 
fessor of Dental Histology, Surgery and Therapeu- 
tics, University of the State of New York. 

My Drar Six: I regret to say that I am not pre- 
pared to answer the questions propounded in ref. 


If © 


ner to interest the readers of Tut Truru Seeker. 
With many thanks for your kind invitation, 
I am yours truly, Frank Astor, 


NO TO BOTH QUESTIONS. 
From Alpheus B. Hervey, Ph.D., President Bt. Law. 
rence University. "2 

1. Itis not private property. It should not be 
taxed any more than &ny other property held and 
used for charitable or educational purposes. 

2. Indirectly, perhaps, but not in a way of to an 
extent that is objectionable when all are treated 
alike. Aureus B. Hervey. 


From Rev. A. H. Strong, D.D., President Rochester 
Theological Seminary. 


Drar Sm: In my judgment church property 
should not be subject to taxation, for the rea&oh 
that, like hospitals and schools, it helps the state, 
while it has no profits which it could share with the 
state. The income is all outgo. Of course I should 
mean by church property not real estate Gr bonds 
held for purposes of endowment, but only actual 
houses of worship. I do not regard exeiüption 
from taxation to this extent as engaging the state 
in the least in the teaching of religion, but only as 
recognizing the good which comes from the church 
as a toral and patriotic influence. 

Yours truly, ^ Avcusrus H. Srrone. 


From George M. Whicher, A.M., Professor of Latin and 
Greek, Packer Collegiate Institute, Brooklyn. 


Dear Sw: 1l. In taxing private property the 
state is not, and should not be, logically consistent. 
Whether church property or other private property 
is to be taxed, and how heavily taxed, are questions 
to be settled by considerations of policy and not at 
all by a priori principles. Asa matter of fact, va- 
rious kinds of property are left untaxed at present. 
If the public good is on the whole promoted by the 
existence of churches (as it certainly is), then the 
state is wise in not insisting upon its prerogativ in 
respect to them. The only circumstances conceiv- 
able which might justify a change in the present 
policy are, first, an attempt to evade taxation under 
shelter of church corporations; and, second, the ac- 
cumulation of an undue proportion of the wealth of 
a community in the hands of ecclsiastical organiza- 
tions. As I am not aware that either state of things © 
exists among us, I should answer your first ques- 
tion in the negati. Pine ; 

2. It isa perverse logic which cah see in this 
exemption from taxation an appropriation for the 
propagation of religious doctrins. It would be as 
fair to say that because a public library is left. un- 
taxed the state is giving money to disseminate the 
views of certain authors. If some denominations 
were taxed and others exempt, there would be a 
just cause of complaint. But tle state is quite im- 
partial. I do not think it “propagates” any relig- 
ious doctrins, any more than it is a godless institution 
(as some of our friends maintain) because there is 
no creed in our national and state constitutions. 

Very truly yours, — Gzonáz Mzasow Waicuen. 


From Waterman T. Hewett, A.B., Ph D., Professor 
of the German Language and Literature, Cornell 
University. 

GkvittEmen: In answer to your inquiry whether 
church property should be subject to taxation, and 
on the same conditions, and at the same rate as 
other property, I would say that I hav always } eld © 
that it should be free from taxation. Ihav regarded 
religion as the basis of moral and social order, and, - 
therefore, the church as promoting good citizenship 
as no othcr agency. As churches are erected not 
with a view to financial profit, and are conducted 
in the public interest, I regard then upon the same 

basis as literary institutions. The existence of a 

church in a community increases the value of all 

other property; and residence in & community 

where no church exists would appeal to but a lim- 

ited class. Therefore, as churches add to the value 

of all property, and are not erected with a view to 
pecuniary returns which they seldom make, I hav 
always held that they should be free fron taxation. 


4 | I do not regard them as private property, as they 


are open to the public and accessible to all. While 
they are immediately for the benefit of the organ- 
ization which establishes them, their influence is 
more widely felt as a source of charity and benef- 
icence in a community.. If property is held by a 
church and not used immediately for educational or 
religious purposes, it should be taxed like other 
property. 

Iu answer to your second question, I should say 
no. The state does not collect taxes on non-pro- 
ductiv real estate. If the churches did not exist, 
the value of all other property would be less, and 
the amount of the required taxes would hav to be 
greatcr on the taxable values of all property. 


The appropiation of state funds for the support 
of asylums, hospitals, and other charitable institu- 
tions not open to all citizens, and with the purpose 
of promoting sectarian interest primarily, I am op- 
posed to. ` W. T. Hewerr. 


From Clement C. Gaines, A. B ; B: L., M. Acets., Presi- 
: dent, Treasurer, and General Superintendent East- 
man National Business College, Poughkeepsie. 
Dear Sm: I hav your inquiry of the 24th, and 
beg to say that I hav hardly time or space in the 
compass of this letter to answer as fully as I would 
like to do the questions you propound. 
Suffice it to say that it depends upon what you 


mean by church property whether or not taxes: 


should be levied in this direction. I hav no ques- 
tion as to the propriety of keeping the land on 
which a church stands and the building free from 
taxation. If a church should own other property 
than this it should bear the same rate as that appro- 
priated to private uses. ee 
. Tam not sufficiently familiar with your paper to 
know what your attitude is on this subject, but 
judge from your asking the question that you be- 
lieve in taxing churches for any property occupied. 
or owned by them. Possibly you are not particu-. 
larly friendly to religious organizations. : I must 
say that my attitude is the opposit; that I believe 
all Ohristian churches to be eminently institu- 
tions in the interest of the general public. I say 
Christian churches because this is a Christian coun- 
try, and because one of the highest ambitions of 
my life is to be able to realize a true following of 
Christ. 

I do not wish to hav the state as the state render 
me or any other advocate of the work of Christ any 
assistance in this particular matter, but as it leaves 
other institutions of a public character intended for 

. the elevation of all people untaxed, notably educa- 
tional institutions, I think it not improper that 
churches should hav the same exemption. ra 

Now as to your second question I can only say 
that I do not think such exemption in effect an ap- 
propriation from the state to the church for the 
propagation of religious doctrins. It is simply in 
my opinion a recognition of the generally beneficial 
character of the work done in the churches. One 
might equally as well say that a failure to levy an 
income tax would amount in effect to an appropri- 
ation from the state to people of considerable in- 
comes for the increase of their revenues. 

Ihav not time to go into this subject further, 
but I hav never thought otherwise than I write 
here. Still I am not so wedded to my views that I 
might not be persuaded that I may be mistaken. 

. My friendship, however, is, as I hav said before, un- 
alterably on the side of the church, and I hav but 
little patience with those who preach against it. 
- Very truly yours, C C. Garnes. 


FROM THE COUNTY TREASURERS. 
PUTNAM C-UNTY. 


My answer to both questions is, Yes. . 
Respectfully yours, HzrLvsg Ryper. 


ESSEX COUNTY 


Dear Sır: Yours of tbe 25th at hand, and in re- 


ply would say I do not think church property ought 
to be taxed for any purpose whatever. 
Yours respectfully, F. E. Huzsrix. 
SENECA COUNTY. 

Dear Sır: In reply to your letter of the 25th — 
No. 1. I do not believe in taxing church property. 
No.2 Yes. There will hav to be so much more 
from the state, but I think that the state can pro- 
vide for that without taxing church property. 

Yours truly, M. T. Conxnirr. 


SOHUYLER COUNTY. 

Believe that the exemption of church property 
from taxation according to existing laws is just and 
right. 

Exemption from taxation certainly has the effect 
of an appropriation to encourage religious doctrins. 
| Very respectfully, G G. Moxreouzny. 


OTSEGO COUNTY. 

Dear Sır: Yours of the 25th inst. to hand. 

I am against taxing church property in any way. 
As for the exemption of church property from tax- 
ation, I fail to see why or how it would be called 
an appropriation from the state to the church for 
the propagation of religious doctrins. 

Yours truly, Saw D. Epicz. 


CLINTON COUNTY. 
Dear Sm: Replying to yours of the 25th inst. 
As to your first question. Inasmuch as all church 
societies are organized and maintained for the 


the 
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moral as well as the religious benefits of the com- 
munities, I believe that the church property should 
be exempt from taxation. Other property owned, 
however, by church Societies, not used for church 
purposes, should, in my judgment, pay taxes the 
same as all other property. In reply to your sec 
ond question, would say that while the exemption 
from taxation does in effect amount to an appropri- 
ation from the state to the extent of the state tax 
which such church property would : therwise pay,- 
yet, as the expense of maintaining the churches is 
paid by comparativly few for the benefit of the: 
many, the exemption from taxation is in my judg- 
ment fully justified: Very respectfully yours, 
ANDREW WILLIAMS. 


T 
Freethought and Secular Notes from England. 
* THE SCENE IS CHANGED.” 

Recently in my “Notes” I spoke of the very 
beautiful weather we had been having in England 
during the month of April; but I also expressed my 
opinion that King Frost would make a raid upon 
us ab any moment. He has done so, and has thus 
marred the atmospheric splendors that lent a luster 
to nature at the dawn of spring. May in England 
has been exceptionally bleak, and with rain, hail, 
and snow, we are driven back to the gloom and dis- 
comfort of an English winter. During the present 
week at Greenwich the thermometer in the shade 
fell to the freezing point, and on the grass exposed to 
the sky the reading was 26 deg. At Loughborough, 
in Leicestershire, the thermometer in the shade fell 
to 28 deg., and on the grass to 24 deg.. or eight 
degrees of frost, and at York and Cambridge the 
reading in the screen was 29 deg. At Liverpool 
the atmospher? was chill and wintry to a remark- 
able degree. In Scotland the weather has been, 
extremely cold, and heavy snow showers hav been 
frequent. In the neighborhood of Dundee seven 
degrees of frost hav been registered. In Central 
1 erthehire the hills for days were coated with snow. 
So, after reading this account of change of scene 
and temperature with my former description of 
“The Dawn of Spring," the readers of this journal 
will readily understar:' the fickleness of the English 
climate. CEP 

| THE SECULAR CONFERENCE, 

On Whit Sunday the National Secular Society 
held its annual conference, which was of a thor- 
oughly practical and representativ character. This 
year we met at Liverpool, and although I hav 
attended many Secular Conferences in England, not 
one has appeared to me to hav been more success- 
ful than this of 1894. The executiv were able to 
present a record of a good year’s work, and to indi- 
cate an interesting and useful program of action for 
the immediate future. The increase of membership 
to the National Secular Society during the past 
year has been most satisfactory, and my American 
and Canadian readers may rest assured that Secu- 
larism in England was never more flourishing than 
itis at the present time. The demand for leet- 
ures is greater, in some instances, than the sup- 
ply. Arrangements are being made for an exten- 
siv propaganda of open-air lectures both in London 
and in the provinces. This is very useful work, but 
it is exceedingly trying for the lecturers, who hav 
not only frequently to answer abusiv opponents, 
but our speakers hav to contend against religious 
rowdyism that. is a disgrace to Christian advocacy. 
I am glad to be able to report that tho circulation 
of the Freethinker still advances, and the sale cf 
general Freethought literature is better than ever. 
A new Freethought journal has just been started in 
Bradford, Yorkshire, with the well-known title of 
Truth Seeker. It is conducted by earnest 
Secularists, and judging from its first issue it de- 
serves to hav a long and prosperous life. 

THE LONDON SCHOOL BOARD. 

“The Religious Question" has once more occu- 
pied the main portion of a sitting of the London 
school board. Already hundreds of hours hav been 
consumed by the board in acrimonious controversy 
on this subject which has been audaciously raised 
by the Dogmatist party without ary mandate from 
without. As it has been for the last twelve. 
months so itinevitably will continue until the bigots 
are.removed from the board. I hav no doubt that 
this desirable result will be achieved at the coming 
school board elections in November. I stall shortly 
enter upon the fight to secure a seat for myself and 
should I be successful my first business will be to 
see if the Bible cannot be excluded altogether from 


the education in the schools. ` UE 


SECULAR ACTIVITY IN SCOTLAND. 

I hav just concluded nearly a month's tour in 
Scotland, where I hav been lecturing and debating. 
All my audiences hav been large and most orderly. 
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Scotland is waking up and taking great interest in 
public debates upon theological matters. The peo- 
ple listen now with profoun | attention, without the 
slightest manifestation of hosti! feeling. This is a 
marked indication of the progress of Freethought 
and shows that the labors of secular workers hav 
not been in vain. ‘In my recent encounters I hay 
discussed the subjects of «The Existence of God,” 
* Has Man a Soul?” “The Bible and Modern 
Progress," “Obrist the Ideal for Man." My oppo- 
nente, Dr. Jamieson, of. Glasgow, and the Rev. 
David Macrae, of Dundee, were exceedingly courte- 
ous, but they lacked debating force. Still we must 


be thankful for small mercies in these days when it 


is so difficult to induce prominent theologians to 
even attempt to defend their faith in public debate. 
MR G. W. F:OTE. 

Mr. Foote, the president of the National Secular 
Society, has been compelled to take a rest from his 
heavy labors. His sickness has not been dangerous, 
but it might hav become so had he not heeded the 
warning of his medical attendant. Mr. Foote is an 
energetic toiler in the Secular movement and what 
he undertakes to do he does thoroughly, as his ex- 
posure of the “ Converted Shoemaker” myth amply 
testified. Itis now ten years since my colleague 
suffered twelve months’ imprisonment for “ con- 
science’ sake" and a few of his friends hiv decided 
to present him with a “testimonial” in commemo- 
ration of the tenth anniversary of his release from 
jail. An appeal for funds for this purpose is now 
being made and I hope in ‘my next “ Notes” to be 
able to announce that the response to the appeal 
has been worthy of the object for which it is made. 

NO PRAYERS. 

The Essex board of guardians hav very wisely 
refused to imitate the folly of the House of Oom- 
mons in Opening their proceedings with prayer. At 
a recent sitting if was proposed that the chairman 
should open future meetings with prayer, asking 
God’s blessing upon the work which many of the 
guardians would probably soon hav to undertake in 
connection with the establishment of parish councils. 
Rev. E. P. Gibson seconded, remarking that in these 
days of Agno ticism it would be well to follow the 
custom of the House of Commons and the London 
school board. It was suggested that as the board 
would cease to exist next November the proposal 
was something like a death-bed repentance, in which 
the speaker did not believe. Mr. G. Hammond 
said that, although activly engaged in various 
branches of Christian work, he should oppose the 
motion, because he tk ough it would be hypocrisy to 
hav prayere. When he read some of the proceed- 
ings in the House of Commons he could not help 
thinking that there was a good deal of hypocrisy in 
the prayers which opened those proceedings. The 
proposer and seconder alone voted for the motion. 


CHRISTIAN BIGOTRY. 

The newspapers here hav just reported another 
instance of religious bigotry. A Mr. Wingrove, 
who says he is a churchman, recently lost by death 
his infant child, seven months old. He at once 
called upon the vicar of his parish with a view to 
its interment. In the course of conversation it 
transpired that the child had not been baptized. 
The vicar said he could not allow the body of an 
unbaptized person in the church, but that he would 
under the circumstances read a prayer at the grave- 
side. The time arranged for this was six o'clock in 
the evening, and at that time, according to the ar- 
rangement of the vicar and the father, the parents, 
with the remains of their child, arrived at the parish 
churchyard, when a message was given to the father 
from the vicar that he did not consider it to be his 
duty to bury the child, the result being that the 
sorrowing mother had to be left in the open church- 
yard with the body while the father went to find 
some other minister to bury it. And yet we are 
told that Christianity has a humanizing effect upon 
its believers. In this case humanity was insulted 
and justice ignored. With such specimens of 
bigots as this vicar the church abounds. 

RELIGIOUS HYPOCRISY. 

The Weekly Dispatch, published in London, has 
just reported a case which shows the humbug that 
is mixed up with the English church. The parish 
church of St. Ives in Huntingdon has just been 
ured for the dual purpose of teaching theology and 
posting the youngsters of the town in the art of 
gambling with dice for Bibles, which were pres- 
ented at the close of the competition to the six boys 
who threw the highest numbers. The altar-table 
was the immediate scene of the gambling. No 
police were in attendance. On the same day, fifty 
policeman mede a raid on “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 
and another public house in Bolton, arresting forty 
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men and seizing their sporting paraphernalia. In 
court the defending solicitor said it was a hardship 
that these men should be prosecuted when noble- 
men and others went scot-free. The two publicans 
were fined £25 each and costs, and the remainder 
were muleted in costs. There may be a distinction 
between throwing dice in church for Bibles and 
throwing dice in saloons for beer, but non-gamblers 
will fail to see much difference. 


THE OHUROH ALARMED. 

The parish councils bill now having become law 
the clergy are very anxious to wipe out the effect 
of the action of their bishops in the House of Lords. 
The clergy find themselvs confronted with the 
poorer classes who regard them as enemies to social 
progress. Hence they hav appealed to the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury to blow his sacred trumpet in 
favor of making the church an ally of social de- 
velopment. The holy man has promised to see 
what can be done to remove the bad impression 
created, but very little is expected from his guarded 
and indefinit reply to the clergy. The truth is, it 
is impossible to bring the church in touch with the 
reforms on this side of the Atlantic. Mental free- 
dom and intellectual subjection are not congenial 
allies. Stagnation and progress cannot co-exist. 
The one is the symbol of the theological past and 
the other is the emblem of the Secular present. 


A FREE SUNDAY. . 

This movement is deserving of special mention, 
inasmuch as there are societies organized to arrest 
its progress. Despite this, however, freedom is 
gaining notable triumphs. The first opening of the 
London Guildhall collection of paintings on Sun- 
days was attended by over three thousand visitors, 
and many were unable to obtain admission. Even 
Eton College has opened its fine museum to stu- 
dents on Sunday afternoons. In Coventry the town 
council has given permission for the band to play 
on Sundays, and it is left with the players to select 
either sacred or secular music. Verily we move in 
spite of the church. 


DISESTABLISHMENT OF OHUROHES. 

Freethinkers are opposed to any church being 
supported or protected by the state. And the 
clergy are just now seriously concerned at the pros- 
pect before them as to the future position of their 
church. The present English Liberal government 
has intimated its intention of dissolving partner- 
ship with the churches in Scotland and in Wales. 
Hence the bishops, clergy, and laymen in convoca- 
tion assembled during May passed resolutions con- 
demning in no measured language what they term 
© the horrible iniquity” contemplated. Professor 
Huxley long ago described the church as “a branch 
of the civil service,” but Lord Rosebery recently 
urged that the nation had as much right to set up 
a church as it has to maintain an army. It is 
strange that men who are acute upon general mat- 
ters should be so blind as to the lack of consistency 
in their statements upon theological matters. If 
Lord Rosebery could show that the church, like the 
army, is for the defense of the whole nation, his 
statement would hav something in it. But this is 
not so, for the church is used for the defense of 
ancient folly and class interests. However, it is 
evidently too weak to exist by its own resources. 
This is granted by the bishops who hav issued a 
“manifesto” in reference to the Welsh Establish- 
ment, in which they say that if the bill recently in- 
troduced by the Home Secretary for the disestab- 
lishment of the church in Wales becomes law, its 
“ direct financial provisions are such as to reduce 
the church to penury, and ultimately to leave her 
with practically no pecuniary resources for her re- 
organization and work in the future.” Just so, the 
church is not strong enough, financially or other- 
wise, to support itself, but that is no reason why 
the nation should be taxed to perpetuate an insti- 
tution to which the majority of the people are op- 
posed. We are glad to see that the Baptists bav 
met and passed resolutions directing “the officers 
of the Union to sign on its behalf petitions to both 
Houses of Parliament, praying them to pass into 
law the government bills for disestablisment in 
Wales and Monmouthshire and Scotland.” There 
is no doubt that in England we are upon the eve of 
radical changes in reference to the power of the 
church, and I hav strong hopes that before my ca- 
reer is closed, religion will be a question of indi- 
vidual opinion, and not of national injustice. | 


“THE SECULABIZATION OF THE PULPIT.” 

The above was the title of an address that has 
just been given by the President of the Congrega- 
tional Union to its members. The reverend gentle- 
man complains that throughout English society 
there is going on a slow and silent process of dete- 


rioration. Interests, “temporal, material, and even | 
intellectual, are allowed to usurp the solemn verities 


of the blessed gospel. Attention given to 
the social welfare of the people is a source of dan- 
ger to the pulpit.” If this be true, the sooner the 
pulpit is put to some useful purpose the better. 
The president advised ministers not to forget that 
their work is “not to save the body from suffering, 
but to deliver the soul from sin.” This is what 
Freethinkers are constantly urging as the function 
of Christianity. Its business is not with this life. 
As Christ is reported to hav said: *«* My kingdom is 
not of this world." Then we hav no use for it, at 
least not at present, for our knowledge and duties 
are confined to this world, for the good reason that 
we know nothing of any other. 


INTERESTING LEMS. 

A singular incident has just occurred in the north 
of England, where an archdeacon was presiding at 
the installation of a new clergyman. During his 
discourse the archdeacon remarked: “ You saw the 
crowds outside witnessing the procession. The 
Officers of the church specially urged them to come 
in, but not one entered out of that multitude. It 
reminds me of the late Bishop of Manchester, who 
once said: ‘We preach Christianity, but those 
outside practice it.’” This home thrust has caused 
much tribulation among the saints in the north of 
England. 

Three years ago when the system of free educa- 
tion came into force, steps were taken by the Edu- 
cation Department to induce parents to deposit in 
the savings bank for the benefit of the children, the 
money saved by the discontinuance of fees. Since 
then no fewer than 680,000 one-shilling and 270,000 
four-shilling deposit slips hav been supplied to 
managers and teachers. 

The twenty-sixth annual Cooperativ Congress has 
just been held in Sunderland. in the county of 
Durham. From the official figures produced at the 
meeting it appears that in England codperation has 
made marvelous progress. Within the compara- 
tivly short period of fifty years the small band of 
twenty-eight pioneers had transformed itself into 
an army numbering 1,240,013, representing about 
one-seventh of the population of the United King- 
dom. The trade had grown into £50,318,977 annu- 
ally, and the slender capital of £28, with which the 
pioneers proposed to rearrange the powers of pro- 
duction, distribution, education, and government, 
had grown into £14,063,687—no mean sum with 
which to tackle that complex and ambitious pro- 
gram. Cooperation rests upon the widest social 
and economic basis, and meets most completely the 
conditions imposed by modern industrial progress. 

London, Eng. CuanLES Warts. 


Qe 
A Sermon by Talmage. 
(A8 VIEWED BY A FREETHINKER.) 

Some time ago Dr. Talmage preached an eloquent 
sermon on dreams, taking for his text Gen. xxviii, 
11: “He took of the stones of that place and put 
them for his pillows, and he lay down in that place 
to sleep and he dreamed.” Talmage goes on to cite 
many instances of God’s communicating with people 
in dreams. Well, perhaps he did, but it seems: to 
me it would hav been much more satisfactory to 
meet him during waking hours and hold a con- 
versation with him; but then “God’s ways are not 
our ways”—he always was erratic. 

Talmage says: “Ido believe in dreams "—mean- 
ing God’s communications through them. What 
an interesting statement to follow out. If he be- 
lieves in dreams he must hav a “dream book” to 
help him interpret God’s meaning, for dreams do 
change about and mix up awfully, and he (Talmage) 
is above all things illogical—as I shall show you 
presently—so I’m sure he could not figure them 
out alone, and if he believes in dreams he must 
also believe in fortune-telling, for the two go to- 
gether. 

Let my imagination play & moment; it wants to 
peep into Talmage’s breakfast room. The family 
are assembled; the reverend has a book in his 
hand and a morning paper lies on a side table. “I 
dreamed of picking up silver dollars last night till 
my pockets were full and weighted down [that was 
my dream, but as I don’t attach any importance to 
it, I will willingly lend it to him], and even then at 
every step was another pile of silver coin,” and he 
turns over the leaves of the book—lI think it has a 
yellow back—and repeats softly, “Silver, silver, 
silver coin—here it is;” and all look interested. 

Soon a young lady, perhaps she is a guest, says: 
“At Mrs. X. Y. Z.’s tea this afternoon we shall all 
hav our fortunes told by Madame Seventh Daugh- 
ter, and I can hardly wait till 4 o’clock,” and-she 
looks timidly at the third finger of the left hand, 
which is still minus the goldeu circlet that tells of 
wedded bliss (or blister). 


‘an action in the same cells used before. 
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I wonder what dream book Talmage recommends 
and what peculiar method of fortune-telling he con. 
siders most reliable; it Was an oversight not to hay 
mentioned them in his sermon; but then, not 
greater than others. All illogical minds are prone 
to oversight. But to come back to the sermon. It 
is under five heads: 

1. “The scriptures are so full of revelation from 
God, that if we get no communication from him in 
our dreams, we ought, tevertheless, to be satiatied,” 

The silver dollar dream that 1 loaned Talmage is 
fully three months old and has not rmatetialized yet 
(perhaps it went by the tobtrary), and I hav not 
dreamed another dream since; but I don't want 
those Who dream incessantly to crow over me be- 
cause God disturbs their slumbers every night. I 
still hav the revelations (by Heston) to console me. 

2. “All dreams hav an important tieahihg. 
Every dream, whether agreeable or: harassing, 
whether sunshiny or tempestuous, means Bo muc: 
that rising from your touch you ought to 
kneel down and say [does he mean ask a, * Ó God?! 
am I immortal?” And Talmage figures it dub 
conclusivly that man is immortàl because he dreains, 
and if that is the case my beautiful bulldog Jack is 
immortal too, for he “dreams dreams and sees 
visions" so vividly that by his manifestations we 
are able to tell whether they are stinshiby ot 
tempestuous; and Revelations mentions horses in 
heaven; so I don't Bee Whére any line can be 
drawn that will shut out cows, monkeys, cats, or 
any other animal with sufficient brains to dream. 

3. * The vast majority of dreams are merely the 
result of a disturbed physical condition, and are not 
a supernatural message. Anything you 
see while under the influence of chloral or brandy 
or hasheesh or laudanum, is not a revelation from 
God. - Do not mistake narcotic disturbance 
for divine revelation. Majority of dreams ^: > 
the penalty of outraged digestiv organs.” 

That was very thoughtful in Talmage to wart 
his unthinking and uncritical congregation (all 
Christians are essentially non-thinkers and decid- 
edly uncritical, or they would not be Christians) 
of the similarity of God’s manifestations and indi- 
gestion, lest they mistake a salad nightmare for à 
revelation from God. But now that troubles me. 
If during my sleep & horse comes and sits on my 
stomach, and plants his fore-feet on my lungs and" 
sneezes lightning in my face, by what shall I 
differentiate between a visit from God or the devil 
or the nightmare, especially if I hav been very 
busy the day before and hav forgotten what I ate? 

Coleridge's “ Kublai-Khan”. was composed 
under the influence of some opiate, so of course 
God. had nothing to do with it. Tartina, the. 


. | violinist, composed his most wonderful sonata while 


asleep. What was his source of inspiration? If 
from God the piece is divine, and the church should 
lay exclusiv claim to it. If from indigestion, it 
would pay for all the musically inclined to cultivate 
indigestion. If I wish to commit a piece to mem- 
ory, I read it carefully several times at night. In 
the morning I can repeat it save, perhaps, a few 
mistakes that two or three readings will correct. 
Why should I be able to repeat itin the morning, 
when I could not at night? Simple enough, and 
nothing supernatural about it, and no indigestion. 
The brain cells had received sufficient impression 
to keep the form going over and over in the same 
set of cells (4. e., to keep the same set of cells dis- 
charging their electric or nerve force), and when 
the impression became deep enough, it was what we 
call * committed to memory." After many years I 
wish to recall it; I start in wherever I can, and re- - 
peat as much as I can, over and over. Suddenly 
another line or verse comes to me, 2. e., I start up 
My ability 
to recall it in its entirety depends upon the previ- 
ous impression, whether slight or otherwise. 

What isathought? It is the discharge of the 
electric force in the brain cell, this discharge being 
brought about by some stimulation either inside or 
outside the body. 

What isa dream? The same, but being asleep, 
we are not able to regulate the supply of the stim- 
ulus, and the discharge of the force is from the 
cells of the least resistance. Hence the irregularity 
and confusion of dreams. I hav often heard peo- 
ple say: “Oh, if I could talk or write as well in the 
day as I can think at night, I might say something 
really brilliant,” and I had so often thought so my- 
self that I put pencil and paper at the head of my 
bed, and when something brilliant (?) came into my 
mind and I awoke with the thought still vivid, I re- 
corded it. 

I thought I was preaching the funeral sermon of 
a child, and I said: “The skin of that child has 
never closed a teeth.” Another time I thought I 
was lecturing on “Scotch Superstitions” (I had 
been reading Burns), and said: - “To fear nothing 


means to hay no fear at midnight in the elfie hours: 


The timid and frightened üsüally foret to Say 
t Good-night,’ ” pid Jn ity all Waking et 
thought, Why, that is réally tris, fór frightened | t 


people Ful away and don’t štop to sdy anythitie I 
wonder Why I never fioticed à be qe TR . 
y should my irtiottal Bou] use legs sense and 
ner grammar at night than in the daytime? 
at does daylight or darkness matter to a soul, or 
why should indigestion make a soul talk nonsense? 

Remark fourth I hav included with the third. 

5. “God has often, since the close of the 
Bible dispensation, appeared to people in dreams. 
* + ,', All dreams that tuske, you better are 
from God: How do I know it? Is not God the 
Adukée of All good? It doesi't take a very logióa] 
Ynind tò argite that out." Logic! Shades of Plato! 
Will Some ote, please tell hie what size hat Mr. 
Talmage wearg? I want to know the circumfetence 
of that logical (!) brain—but; no Hiatteb. « ThE 
heaviest brains on record, where the, statements are 
io be relied upon, were possessed, by an ignorant 
bricklayer and a congenital imbecil, both of whom 
outweighed Ouvier and Abercrombie, while a boy of 
cutee years of age had five ounces more brain 


thin Z 


H 


ebster or Agassiz.” 


either for good or evil among the majority of people. 
I should expect &n old plantation aunty to lay some 
stress upon her dreams, but not intelligent, cultured 
people. 

* Tertullian and Martin Luther believed in 
dreams." That's nothing; I used. to believe in 
Santa Claus, but that doesn’t prove anything save 
human credulity. “The night before his assassina- 
tion the wife of Julius Cæsar dreamed that her hus- 
band fell dead across her lap.” Goincident; thit’s 
all People ofteti dreàm of the den ol Bgm Mem- 
ber of the family ot of theriselva, Bub that ia all 
that dmesg Of it. Talmage iarrdtes several in- 
Btahtes Wheke people warned in areata hav. gone 

to the rescue Of some one iñ p-ril, and nientions a 
ship’s crew being so miraculously rescued, and asks, 
“Who conducted that dream? The God of the 
sea.” Wonderful! wonderful! But was that one 
crew all he could get around to see to, and what has 
that “ God of the sea” been doing all this winter 
and spring while boat after boat has been wrecked 
and gone down? He mentions a German who, 
while on shipboard, was told in a dream to follow a 
man with a handful of white flowers. After he ar- 
rived in New York he wandered into the Fulton 
street prayer-meeting, and on the pulpit-stand was 
a bunch of tube-roses. When Mr. Lamphier—who 
conducted the meeting—went home he took the 
flowers, and the German followed, and through an 
interpreter told of his dream. The German is now 
a city missionary preaching the gospel to his coun- 
trymen. Well, that seemed to work very well for 
the German; but I should not feel it safe to advise 
the thousands of idle men in the United States to- 
day to watch for a man wearing a boutonniere and 
follow him, in hopes of work, for they would starve 
before they got it. 

* Perhaps the reason the God of the seas let so 
many boats go down is because the crews did not 
call on God to save them,” some Christian will say, 
“and if safety wasn’t worth asking for it wasn’t 
worth having.” Bosh! If my baby hangs in the 
window in danger of falling to the pavement below, 
would I wait to be called upon to rescue him from 

. his peril? Not much; almost before his danger can 
shape itself in thoughts in my mind he is safe in my 
arms. Ifa stranger is in danger of death from an 
incoming engin, do I wait till he asks for aid be- 
fore I render it? No; with violence, if need be, I 
drag him to a place of. safety, and say: ‘‘ Beg par- 
don, but the engin was close upon you." He may 
think me officious, and say he is capable of taking 
care of himself, or he may thank me for my service; 
it doesn't matter either way; l'considered him in 
danger and went to his rescue. If some member of 
my family needs shoes, do I wait to be teased for a 
new pair? No; my pleasure is to anticipate their 
needs and supply them with luxuries. “If ye, 
being evil, know how to giv good gifts unto your 
children,” why should God wait for “much im- 
portuning” or withhold them entirely, or see lives 
lost on sea and land if he be an all-wise God who 
knows of the destruction, and an all-powerful God 
who can bid the winds and waves be still and they 
obey him ? Dooror. 

——————— —Ép——————————— 

Will some “beloved child of God ” please stand 
up and tell a benighted and ignorant truthseeker 
how it was that “Adam called his wife's name Eve, 
because she was the mother of all living," when 
there was nothing living of which she was the 
mother at the time he named her? Perhaps some 
one named her since and made a mistake in telling 
the story. 


was not aware that dreams had any influence’ 


At the Froüi. — l 
& fiře-hout ride from Meriden, 
over a pleasing hai of New 


B It Was about 
Goni., to POS 
ngland. Me. i. 8, Mesto was at the stdtion to 
reet me, and goon. T Was in the presence of Paine 
Memorial; an drchitectiral basals as well asa fit- 
ting monument to one of the greatest of mankind. 
In the Investigator office I found a warm welcome. 
Mr. Ernest Mendum nobly carries out the work 
which has canonized his father and Horace Seaver 
in the hearts of all lovers of mental liberty. . For 
over sitty years this grand journal has fought the 
good fight, and Tiiberaly may well be proüd of it. 
Saturday evening I. spen ths home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Mendumi in Melrose Highlands, aiid my host 
and hostess spared. họ pains to make tiy visit a 
great pleasure, which it was. —, T 
Sunday afternoon finds me in Paine Hall, where 
the Die Secular Sotiety holds tegitlar meet- 
ings. Among the first to welcome me here was Mr. 
Rockwood, the president of t society, and in a 
few minutes I was greeted by the three fitahos- 
father, and two sons, Beuben and Tom. Without 
this trinity there would be a great gap in Paine 
Hall. The elder Rush, an old associate of Brad- 
laugh, delights to narrate the story of the struggle 
for mental liberty in England. When you find an 
old-time English Freethinker you generally find a 
man that you can “tie to.” The boys are activ in 
the cause, and hav also been very successful in 
business. Those who heard Reuben Rush at the 
International Congress will not forget his eloquent 
and fiery oratory. Mr. L. K. Washburn, the uni- 
versally admired editor of the Investigator, was 
also preseht and an attentiv listener. Washburn is 
the most popülar lecturer in Boston; and he can al- 
ways fill Paine Hali to thé doors. I lectured oh 
«The Evidences, of Éhristiahity," ahd à warit diš- 
cussion followed. Tha prine nel speaker Was He 
resbyteriah: r. 


loore, & Scoteli ak 

oore was in a eiim vig posture, throughout 
the lecture, that he might be the first one on the 
floor. He is very modest in his demands and 
would not accept the universe in a package if he 
could get it, even though he did ask the privilege 
of doing all the talking throughout the debate. 
Mr. Moore detests the Catholic church, does not, 
think it has any rights, that its property should be 
confiscated, and its prests banished from the 
country. He is the embodiment of the Protestant 
spirit of persecution, and his antics while speaking 
make him the comedian of Paine Hall After the 
lecture we repaired to the hospitable home of the 
Rushes, where we had a most pleasant time. 

On Monday afternoon I left Boston for Harwich, 
on Cape Cod, where I was engaged to giv two 
lectures. Mr. B. F. Robbins made the arrange- 
ments, and took upon himself most of the expense. 
Harwich is far from being a Liberal town. The 
old Puritan spirit is yet there. Mr. Robbins is the 
only outspoken, aggressiv Freethinker that I found. 
My audience was composed almost entirely of Spir- 
itualists, who were attentiv and appreciativ. 


ev. r. OOF . 


My next appointment was Oysterville which I 


reached by stage from West Barnstable. I was 
met on my arrival by Mr. Daniel Crosby, at whose 
hospitable home I was well entertained during my 
stay in town. Mr. Crosby’s wife and daughter are 
both Liberals to the heart and take an activ interest 
in the Freethought movement. In the evening I 
‘was pleased to see a fine audience. Captain Handy 
and his daughter, Miss Emma, drove over from 
Cotuit. The Crosby orchestra delighted the audi- 
ence with some well chosen selections. The audi- 
ence was appreciativ and seemed to indorse ali I 
said. The next day Captain Handy drove me over 
to Cotuit, where I gave two lectures. Here the 
audiences were small, as the Freethought element 
is weak, but the short visit with Captain Handy 
and his family, in the midst of the beauties of land 


and sea, softened the disappointment a lecturer | 


sometimes feels when he gets poor houses. Mr. W. 
A. Makepiece and his brother came up from Hyan- 
nis both evenings though the weather was most 
unfavorable. It was my fortune to meet on the 
Cape some of the best Liberals that I hav come in 
contact with, and I left longing for the time when 
I can come back. 

When I returned to Boston I found a warm wel- 
come again in the Rush home, and on Sunday I 
had a larger audience than at the previous meeting. 
The Rev. Mr. Moore again appeared, and for a 
while we had a hot debate. The hardest thing for 
Mr. Moore to see is the fact that Protestants are 
opponents of religious liberty to-day as well as 
Catholics. An Adventist minister also made a few 
remarks, agreeing almost entirely with me in my 
position. 

After lecturing in small places it is a great relief 
to a lecturer to speak in Boston, Philadelphia, 
Brooklyn, or New York, where an intelligent and 


‘cultured audience givs him theif attention. 


Na 


İt is & 
treat to him; and is ali encouragement in a work 
that ha many trials and disap ointments. 
FuaawELIN STEINER: 


, Lectures aid Meetings. a 
Tum Milwaukee Liberal Club meets at Severance Hall; 
491 Milwaukee street, every Sunday at 7.30 P.M. 


. Tur Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 

afternoon at the hall, No. 32 Monroe avenue. 

Tin Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 431 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
Wal Everybody invited: Seéretary; William 

a : s ^! ERES 

Tam Manhattan Liberal Qlub meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 990 Hast 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for May: a , 
June 22d—''Spontaneous Generation." Edward W. 

G.. Dobson. : 

June 29th—Last meeting of the season. Five minute 
speeghes.on ‘‘What One Thing Would You Hav the 
Constitutional Cotivention Do?" alternating with 
musical and elooutionary entertainment. Adnutission; 
10 cents, at the door. 


v. | i H EE a: 

Tas Friendship Liberal League corner of, Broad dud 

Wallace, in Warner Music Hall, Philadelphia. puse 

Sunday, June 24th, 9.80 P. w.—'* Fallacies and Injustice of 
Single Tax.” J. W. Brown. : 

7.80 p.m.—‘* The Labor Question from the Standpoint of 
Nationalism.” Prof. Frank Parsons of Boston Uni- 
versity. 


Tam Manhattan Liberal Olub could be appropriately 
called ‘The Club of Dreams" last Friday night when 
Elmer E. Warner spoke on “‘Tides of the Times.” It 
was & dream that the audience listened to, and to make the 
dream appear a real one some of the audience slept, and 
it took Dr, Foote, Jr., with his gavel, after the lecture 
to make many awake from their sleep, and to comprehend 
that the dretim was o'er. The lecturer in starting out 
said that thoügh the titlë of his papet was 4 purposely 
ambiguoils oie, lie wold tell them how things could bea 
two pi fed pars Í ond noy. Addotdingly he took à 
“tumble " and found himself in New 
from date. found things diuéh improve 
hi was tos Ü beautiful, and everyone happy dnd dom- 

Hable, This paper was of, thie clad of utopian Hisesnta 
which, ‘‘ Looking Backward” is fairly teprede »titiv, 
The leotürer thinks that such papers arouse. thought: 

ether this paper points to the ** the tides of the tines” 
was to some minds an open question. 


ork two dénturies 
, and gar 


S. P. Putnam’s Lecture Appointments. 


Ir has been necessary to make some changes in the 
previous announcements. The following are the dates 
from June 28d to September 10th in Iowa, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota. and Montana. 
Those in Washington and Oregon desiring lectures 
during September and October will please address S. P. 
Putnam, in care of E. C. Reichwald, 234 South Water 
street, Chicago, Ill. : 
Adamsville, Mich., J'une 28, 24. 

Nevinsville, Greenfield, Orient, and Creston, Ia., June 
99th-July 8th, : 

Shell Rock, Waverly, and Clarksville, Ia., July 10th to 

Sidnaw, Mich., July 19-24. 


ll 
15th. 
Drummond, Mich., July 26-80. 
Neillsville, Wis., Aug 2-6. 
Whitehall, Wis., Aug. 7-9. 
Fargo, N. Dak., Aug. 11-14. 
Crookston, Minn., Ang. 15-17. 
Hoople, N. Dak. Aug. 18-21. ; 
Fort Maginnis, Mont., Aug. 26th to Sept. 10th. 


Representativ Durborow has hit the popular 
fancy in Washington by a proposition that appeals 
to every intelligent housebold in the capital. It is 
to open on Sunday all public institutions in which 
there is aught for exhibition, an! to extend the 
time of opening during week days. As it is, that 
great and incomparable museum, the Smithsonian 
Institution, is closed every day at 4 o’clock, is closed 
on Sundays and even on holidays. The thousands 
of people in the departments are practically denied 
opportunity to visit these places, and the same is 
true of the Congressional Library and the Corcoran 
Art Gallery. So it is only the rich or the idle who 
may enjoy the treasures of art and education that 
the law declares shall ,be free to the people.— 
Charleston News and Courier. 


Church edifices and land alone, exclusiv of par- 
sonages, colleges, and the like, are valued at $680,- 
687,106, and it is probable this would need to be at 
least doubled to include all other church property. 
It is safe to put the value of church property in the 
United States at $1,361,374 000: It is a question 
which seriously disturbs ministers and laynien alike 
whether an element of society that is so rich ought 
to ask any exemption from the burdens that fall 
alike on rich and poor, especially when the churches 
receive all the benefits of government that the hum- 
blest citizen can claim.— Chicago Record. 


It has been found by careful calculation that the 
biblical reports of the dimensions of Noah’s ark are 
erroneous. In order to carry the animals and food 
for them necessary to make the trip, the word 
“miles” should be substituted for the word 
* cubits.” 
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Letters of Friends. 


An Enthusiastic Hurrah. 
Matcow, Ia., June 1, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Herein you will fird $6.50 
for “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
and renewal for one year. With a long 
hurrah for the good old TRUTA SEEKER, 
I am yours, _Joun H. OBLAND. 


In the Swim. 

Roprsonta, PA., June 2, 1894. 
Mr Eprror: Inclosed fin! $5. Al- 
though I am like a solitary huckleberry in 
8 bow] of milk in this hotbed of religion, 
I feel that I want **Four Hundred Years 

of Freethonght" to show to my friends. 

Yours respectfully, H. R. MILLER. 


Subscribes to Help the Cause. 

HARRISBURG, PA., June 4, 1894. 
Mr, Eprron: I inclose $5 for *'Four 
Hundred Years of  Freethought." I 
would hav subscribed sooner, but my 
doctor has forbidden me to read on ac- 
count of weak eyes. I, however, sub- 
scribe to help the cause, and I wish you 

much success. JacoB Tavse. 


It Is His First Choice. 

Denver, Cor., May 15, 1894. 
Mr, Eprrox: I herewith inclose you $3, 
to renew my subscription to yonr splendid 
paper. Iam free to say that I val.:e your 
paper very highly, and while money is 
tight and hard to get, I would rather do 
without some other paper in order to be 
able to hav THE TRUTH SEEKER continue 

its weekly visits to our home. 
OnannEs8 FLORENOE. 


Àn Enlightening Influence. 
ORANGEVILLE, PA., June 4, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Please send ** All in a Nut- 
shell,” six copies ‘‘Infidels and Charity,” 
* Modern Marriage,” ‘‘ Pulpit, Pew, and 
Oradle." 

I was much pleased with the ** Memorial 
Number." It started several arguments 
and will undoubtedly lead to the en- 
lightenment of the people and correct 
many errors that nre common everywhere 
concerning Thomas Paine. 

M. S. Haxuunsr. 


Antieipating Putnam's Visit. 
Sipnaw, Miong., May 29, u.m. 294. 

Me. Epiror: I am calling at the 
“ eleventh hour,” but, as the old adage 
says, ‘‘ Better late than never," so here I 
am with $6.50 for ‘‘Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought” and the grand light of 
reason, Tue Trota SEEKEn, for another 
year. 

We will soon Hav the pleasure of Mr. 
Putnam’s visit to our town, where he is tn 
deliver six lectures. It will no doubt bea 
memorable event for our little town. 

Yours for trath, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, Tsapore Caron. 


Want Dr. Putnam’s Antidote. 
New Haven, Conn., May 81, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: Please send me two copies 
of Mr. Putnam’s '' Religion a Curse, Rə- 
ligion à Disease, Religion a Lie." I shall 
swallow this book as an antidote to a ser 
mon which, thank —?—, I did not hear, 
but my poor wife did. Send it before we 
both perish! Can you suggest furth.r 
remedies? 

I get Tue TRUTH SEEKER every week, 
but that is not much good, ss my wife 
reads that all to herself, and hardly givs 
me 8 chance at it. Then my boy devours 
the pictures, which do him 8 world of 
good. Ww. P. Hansen. 


Two Questions and Answers. 
Anpover, Kan , June 1, 1894. | 

MR. Eprron: Will you kindly inform me 
where I can get some selections for read- 
ing and recitations for literary purposes, 
which are not tainted with God and Jesus; 
we can get plenty of that kind here. What 
are the conditions for joininz the Free- 
thought. Federation of America? 

Success to the Editor of the grand and 
noble Trura SEEKER; may he liv long and 
behappy. Yours for truth ard justice. 

Miss Lorrrz WouFre 

[The Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 


to send your name to the secretary, John 
R. Charlesworth, 234 South Water street, 
Chicago, Ill. —Ep. T. 8.] 


But They Will Not Always Slight Him. 
Laxerort, N. H , June 4, 1894. 

Mr. Epiron: Inclosed find $1 for In- 
gersoll's address on Thomas Paine, ‘‘The 
Ingersoll Controversy,” ‘‘What Must We 
Do to be Saved?" **'The Age of Reason,” 
and ** Common Sense.” 

I will say that I hav distributed the 
sample copies you sent me in places where 
Ithought they would do the most good. 
There are quite a number of Liberals here 
in this end of the city. 

In the afternoon of Memorial day T 
listened to an address delivered by Dr. 
J. A. Green, and also an illustrated lecture 
on the Civil War, but Thomas Paine's 
name was not mentioned, the man who did 
more for the independence of this country 
and France than all others combined. 

Yours respectinlly, O M. OARLETON. 


Abont Providential Judgments. 
New Orunans, La , May 14, 1894. 

Mr Eniros: The World says some at- 
tribute Joseph Remilleard’s sudden dea'h 
in Calumet, Mich., to a judgment for bis 
blasphemy. To what do they attribute 
the thrice-providential burning of Tal- 
mage’s church? Did he not libel, slander, 
and insult God by substantially declaring 
that, by Breckinri?ge-Pollard behavior, 
ho (God) begot a son—simply because he 
found it in an interpolated, anonymous 
old book? Aye, did he not substantially 
charge him with worse conduct than 
Breckinridge, for Miss Pollard never 
married, while Mary did; and while Breck- 
inridge assumed the expense and responsi- 
bility for his meanness, did he (Talmage) 
not charge God with shifting his off on 
Joseph? For money—like a lobbyist—did 
he not constantly advise people to bribe 
God Almighty (with church contributions, 
prayers, eto.) to Jay their sins on his in- 
nocent son Jesus? 

May not the latter case be as much a 
manifestation of judgment as the former? 

D. WEBSTER Grou. 


Soul Existence. 
LexiNGToN, Kx , June 2, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: * And God breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and man be- 
came 8 living soul" But science teaches 
that soul is a result of a combination of 
f-rces—an organization, a power or spark 
of existence, kept alive and conscious by 
electricity, sensation being a kind of knowl- 
edge derived from contact with the ont- 
side world. Man revels in his dignity, as 
a splendid exotic, defending his laws and 
constitutions from the grasp of ignorance; 
but alas! the proclivities of the brute 
cling to him till he is not able to govern 
himself, and linzers in the sphere of the 
ape. Who hav ascended into the hights —. 
forgotten themselvs, lived and died for the 
world? Terence, Voltaire, Thomas Paine, 
D M. Bonnett. A blazing torch is borne 
aloft by Ingersoll. 

A glorious light is burning here, and 
many rejoice in its beams. The poor and 
wretched stop suddenly in their work, to 
read what he has written. It is the mind 
of Mr. Charles Moore to which I allude. 
This is & worthy gentleman, a champion 
of the poor, a truly great man—a frierd 
of justice, trnth, and benevolence. He 
helps the poorand is kind to ail. Of course 
he is respected by high-souled, honorable 
people. Yours respectfully,  AruaAza. 
No Danger of Putnam Retiring on His 

Wealth. . 
Farmineton, Uraa, June 1, 1894. 

MR. Epitor: Inclosed I send ycu $7.75, 
to renew my subscription to your valuable 
paper, for ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” ‘‘ Right Living,” and five copies 
Paine Memorial Number. 

Like the rest, am desirous of having my 
name in the big book. No doubt Brother 
Putnam has done justice to the title of bis 
book, and, if patronized as it deserves, it 
would be his support for many years; yet 
our educated and gifted writers and lect- 
urers should not cease their labors, even 
if financially able to do so. Though Free- 
thought seems to be slowly yet surely 


Hymns, and Recitations will fill the bill. ' gaining strength, let us not forget that 


All that is required in order to become a ' 
member of the Freethought Federation is ' 


eternal vigilance is the price of the liberty 
we now enjoy. The ‘‘financial crisis” 


our meetings. 


and the ‘‘industrial army" Movement 
seem to be the topics **out West” at 
present, I hear many ask the question, 
“What are Ingersoll’s views regarding 
this moving of idle men to Washington?" 
You know many of our Freethonght faith 
look upon Robert Ingersoll as the saints 
did upon Brigham Young, as able to re- 
vealan answer to many knotty questions. 
May we hear from his able mind as to 
what this movement means to the future 
of our government and country. 

Wishing success to all who are Jaboring 
to free this world of superstition, I am, 

Yours truly, Heoror W. Haieur. 


Thinks Heston Has More Genins than 
God. f 
WANDA, Inu, June 3, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I am but twenty-two years 
old, but so far hav escaped the horrors 
of feeling that when done with this life I 
will hav to take changes on either going to 
a paradise or toa bürning hell Am sa whole- 
souled Atheist, Infidel, or Freethinker, 
just whichever jars the least on 8 pious 
brain. Do not take Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
but through the kindness of a friend (Mr. 
Malcom McBride, of McBride, Ia., who, 
by the way, has taken your paper for 
twenty years), I exchange and get it. 
Will surely subscribe before I will go with- 
outit. I think there is more downright 
truth stated in Tae TRUTH SEEKER than 
in the Old and New Testaments combined. 

It looks as though the all powerful, 
far-seeing God is taking a year off, or at 
all events he is not looking after his little, 
starving, innocent children, and has also 
let his great universe slip a cog and freeze 
everything up two or three times this 
season, but hav faith in the above-named 
(all-for-the-best-G^d), and you hav the 
Ohristian key to the mishap. Perhaps 
some good brother: was praying for rain 
and another for the absence thereof, and 
God has got things mixed. 

Iam much pleased with Heston’s car- 
toons; he is a genius and is in the right 
place. I find a good many of our class 
here and am trying to do something for 
you by way of subscriptions. I cannot get 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought ” 
yet, but am bound to hav it sooner or later. 
Success to you and Tua Trours SEEKER. 

Yours truly, Harry M. KEELEY. 


The Demand for the *«Age of Reason.?? 
-BrnnEgvus, Ky., May 20, 1894. 

Mr Enprror: Inclosed please find $1 for 
six copies of Thomas Paine's ‘‘ Age of 
Reason.” I hav sld about fifteen copies 
and did not half try. I see in the few last 
numbers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER that some 
of the A P. A. are being called down by 
some of our friends, because they try to 
hav the Bible in our publie schools. Now, 
here, friends, is where you can do some 
good. Iam an A. P. A, and hav sold 
some of Mr. Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason ” at 
This is what I say to them: 
“Friends, this is the ‘Age of Reason,’ 
written by Thomas Paine, who said that a 
king and a priest are two vultures, hatched 
from the same egg.” By the time you hav 


said a few more words you will find that. 


you ean sell at least ten copies, and anyone 
who reads the ‘‘Age of Reason”? will not 
want the Old Book in our schools. Now, 
then, let every A. P. A. who reads THE 
TRUTH SEEKER send for as many copies as 
he thinks he will sell; then send for more, 
until every home in the United States has 
one. 

Mr. Paine was a great and good man, 
and his name should go down the ages of 
history along with Washington, Jefferson, 
and many others. We can keep silent no 
longer. Let us put Mr. Paine's name 
where it rightfully belongs, for he was the 
greatest man living at his time. 

I hav ordered extra copfes of the Paine 
Memorial Illustrated, through my news- 
dealer, and hope that every society will do 
its utmost to giv this number a wide and 
large circulation, so the world may hear 
something of Mr. Paine. I hav his pict- 
ure (a large, fine painting) nnd his works, 
and when the 29th of January comes 
around we all get around a large table 
filled with g od things, and spend the day 
in memory of America’s greatest hero and 
author. 

I turn down E O. Roscoe, likewise Otto 
Wettstein. His ‘‘Giant Delusion” is all 
in his mind, because, as he sees it, we are 


living in a very small world, and we might 
bump one another in the next one. Otto, 
don’t be afraid; you will hav plenty of 
room, and some day, when you are in the 
spirit world, you will tell us mortals that 
it is a giant delusion to believe that when 
a man dies he is dead. 

Address—168 Berry avenue, Bellevue, 


Ky. . Lovis Heup, 
Gambetta Did Not Recant. 
OnaMPAIGN, ILL , May 29, 1894. 
Mz. Eprron: Send me the following of 


Ingersoll’s productions: ‘‘ Address Before 
the Unitarian Club," "Truth of History," 


:** Ingersoll on McGlynn.” 


A friend, some time ago, displayed 4 
élipping from a Ghicago. paper setting 
forth the statement that Father Lambert, 
who held a cottroversy with Ingersoll 
Bome years ago, had renoünced the Oatho- 
lic chüreh and Catholicism I hav never 
seen the statement elsewhere. Will Tux 
TRUTH SsrxxR tell what it knows about 
the affair? I once asked you for evidence 
on the last days of Gambetta, for a minis- 
ter stated in the pulpit that Gambetta in 
his last hours repented his unbelief, but 
there was noreply. I hav been unable to 
procure evidence on this point. 

PERRY C. JOHNSON. 

[The Catholic priest who has recently 
joined the Methodists is A. Lambert, a 
Redemptorist. The priest who criticised 
Colonel Ingersoll is L. A. Lambert, and 
he is still an activ Catholic, Ask the min- 
ister for proof that Gambetta repudiated 
his Freethought principles. There is 
none, absolutely none. He died as he had 
lived, an Infidel. He distinctly ordered 
that he should be buried without religious 
rites, and his wishes were sórnpulotisly 
respected, a« similar wishes could not hav 
been in the case of any statesman outside of 
France. Says Frederic Harrison, refer- 
ring to the concours? of one million citi- 
zens who bore him to his grave: ‘‘ There 
was no emblem of Christ, no priest of 
God, not one mutter of heaven, no hollow 
appeal to the mockery of the resurrection, 
no thought but for the great human loss 
and human sorrow. It was the first time 
in the history of Europe that a foremost 
man had been laid to rest by a nation in 
grief, without priest or church, prayer or 
hymn.”—Eb. T. S] \ 


His Courage Failed Him. 
Onaxox, O , May 19, 1894. 

Mz. Eprron: Inclosed find amount that 
will pay my subscription up to September 
ist. My interest in your valuable journal 
and its many Liberal publications is 
steadily increasing. I find that after ten 
years’ experience with the same nothing 
can solve or define the problems of life or 
appease my longings for facts and reason | 
as can the grand old TRUTH SEEKER. 

The premium club which I sent you 
and which. secures Mr. Putnam’s great 
book is working satisfactorily so far. 
Each subscriber is well pleased with the 
book, ‘‘Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated.” When Mr. Putnam’s ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of F.eethought ” arrives 
I am confident that I shall be the fortunate 
possessor of the greatest book of modern 
times. 

I had the'^ pleasure, about two weeks 
since, of hearing for tha first time our 
eloquent lecturer, John R. Oharlesworth. 
I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. Gs rge 
Van Ness and the spirite 1 company of the 
lecturer and made the acquaintance of & 
number of Liberals while there. An in- 
cident ocsurred during these lectures that 
demands & brief mention. ‘The intelli- 
gence came to the ears of mine Liberal 
host, Mr. Van Ness, that tha Rev. G E. 
MeManaman, pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal church of the city, had defiantly 
stated that he had about five questions to 
ask our lecturer. Mc. Van Ness decided 
that the reverend gentleman should be ac- 
eommodated. S» we set out to giv hima 
formal invitation to present them in per- 
son that night. We called at ths cozy 
parsonage, where we found the object of 
our visit. He came to the door, seem- 
ingly very much embvwrrassed, and, after 
the usual ceremony, I broke the ice. He 
admitted making the statement. Then we 
kindly invited him to attend the lecture 
that night. and present his questions in 
person, but his pious courage failed him. 
He squarely refused, saying that he was 


Bo busy that he had not time to ** formu- 
late" them. We again insisted, assuring 
him every courtesy and respect, büt his 
feligiods ambition had vanished, as 
neither questions nor preacher were fotth- 
coming at night. Earner MinnxR: 


An Open Letter to an Angell. 
B^utntpES, Cot., March 7, 1894, 
Mr. Guo. T. ANGELL, No. 19 Milk st., 
Boston, Dear Sir: The paper (Our Dumb 
Animals) which you so kindly sent me I 
liav read very carefully and in its main 
object I fully and freely agree with you; 


in othef respects I cannot, viz., when you. 


take the eld Bible and that God of the 
Jews and Chrtistiang as patterns of kind- 
fies and miercyj in this tespect you are 
just as far offas you can possibly be atid 
iot get dut of the universe. : I know of no 
book a8 bad for teaching éruelty to ani- 
iais a8 well as hurüan beings as the Bible. 
Í will guarantee to show yoü ten places 
where Gruelty is sanétioned where you dan 
show oie in which it is éohdeitined. And 
ef all the gods which man has created, I 
think that the god Jehovah is the worst 
and most cruel, if there could be any 
choice. Iam an unbeliever in this abomin- 
ably cruel and wicked book. I do not 
favor cruelty to animals nor to man, 
woman, nor child, neither here nor in an 
imaginary hereafter. And I elieve in 
this respect T am a little better than your 
God. 

' The only agent that this county has had 
for years for the Humane Society is just 
about my belief, with the addition that he 
is & Spiritualist. He was recently called 
on to prosecute two brothers, who. claim 
to be Christians and take the Bible for 
their guide, for both claiming marital 
tights from the wife of one of them, and 
subjecting her to maltreatment. They are 
both lying in jail now waiting for their 
trial for this crime. In the same jail there 
is another victim of religious superstition, 
who is laboring under the delusion that he 
has committed the, or some, unpardonable 
sin. Isaw them all there only an hour or 
two ago. 

Would like to hav you publish the above 
and send me & copy of the paper, if you 
dare to print so much truth, 

LarER.—The two brothers mentioned 
above hav since been sentenced to fifteen 
years in the penitentiary and taken to 
Canon City to serve it out. 

: L. Z. Coman, M.D. 


An Exceptional Corner of Quay’s State. 

Mr. Eprron: I herewith inclose $5 —$3 
for the renewal of my subscription to THE 
TRUTH SukkERB, and $2 for Darwin's 
“Origin of Species.” Other remittances 
for books and other reading matter may 
be expected from me as I get time to read 
them. 

Iam inclined to think that the poverty 
of Freethinkers is not as great as some 
**letters of friends" would lead us to sup- 
pose. At allevents, a large per cent of the 
people through this part of ** God's moral 
vineyard" are Fréethinkers, and they are 
generally not only the most honorable and 
intellectual citizens, but are in the best 
circumstances financially—they are mostly 
readers and real thinkers, and the majority 
take some kind of a Liberal paper, or get 
some one’s else to look over. True, the 
greater part of them do not contribute 
their means and energies to the cause of 
Liberalism with the same zeal that some of 
our orthodox neighbors giv to the support 
of superstition. But it must be remem- 
bered that Liberals generally are striving 
to improve their earthly existence, supply- 
ing themselvs with home comforts, while 
hide-bound, religious bigots are most vi- 
tally concerned in laying up treasures in 
mythical realms somewhere beyond the 
skies, Besides, it is well known that Infi- 
dels do not hav divine assuranoe that if 
they cast their bread and butter upon the 
waters, it will swim back to them agsin 
after a time, laden with abundant increase; 
and it occurs to only a few of them that it 
is vitally important to keep up a ceaseless 
warfare against principles which are so 
palpably injurious to every interest of in- 
dividual well-being of all classes, the 
priesthood perhaps excepted. Doubtless 
this is because only those who hav risen 
from the tomb of darksome superstition 
can fully realize the abject condition into 
which a helief in gupernaturaliem is really 


eapable of plunging human intelligence; 
and comparativly few Freethinkers hav 
fill knowledge of the enervating forces of 
ecclesiastical tuition. It is then in this 
misconception of the powet which bigotry 
exerts in blinding and misguiding the 
minds of its victims so that it becomes 
next to impossible for them to see and 
comprehend the plainest trutlis whenever 
they in anyway oppose theit preconceived 
notions; in the lack of enthusiasm; in the 
want of leisure to read and investigate, 
and in the differences of opinion and taste 
as to what isthe most remunerativ reading 
in the fleld of Liberalism, that we must 
look for the reason why it is so difficult to 
procure latge subscription lists for THE 
Thuta SzsrkER, rather than in the lion’s 
grip of poverty. It is a probable fact that 
very few Freethinkers can be found who 
woüld not subscribe for Toe Tore 
SEEKER if no other reasot could be given 
but the financial inability to procure it. 
But may subscriptions continue to be suf- 
ficiently numerous to secure for it à long 
and prosperous existence. Tse Trott 
BumExER, to say the least, is among the 
most worthy exponents of Liberalism now 
published. Every lover of the rights of 
nian should take and read it. : 
Your truly, F. N. Morron. 


Woman Suffrage. 
New Yonk, N. Y., May 18, 1894. 

Mx. EprroR: I would like to say a few 
words about woman suffcage. I do not 
believe in granting the wholesale right of 
suffrage to women, for fundamental and 
social reasons. The only plausible argu- 
ment in its favor, that I know of, is that of 
taxation without representation. That is 
the best of reasons and should control. 
What we want is not to enfranchise all of 
our sisters and daughters and aunts and 
wives, the simple and learned alike, but 
such of them as own property or can pass 
an educational test. We want to disfran- 
chise many of the men who new vote, and 
enfranchise a few of the more manly 
women; and the way to do it is to enact a 
law or frame it into our state constitution 
that those persons only, without regard to 
sex, shall be entitled to vote for public 
officers and hold office, after & period of 
ten or twenty years, who can pass a satis- 
factory examination as to the designs of 
constitutional government, and under- 
stand something of its law processes, as 
well as hav a common school, English 
education. Ten to twenty years’ notice 
would giv the present male voters ample 
time to prepare for the educational test, 
and at the same time would giv an oppor-. 
tunity for those women who wish to take 
part in government to prepare themselvs 
for that function. 

The negroes in the South are not allowed 
to vote, or their votes are not counted, 
and while the issue is confined to the state 
of New York as far as this present discus- 
sion is concerned, still, if woman suffrage 
should win in this state, it would be con- 
tagious; and what is the use of enfran- 
chising all the colored women of the South 
when even many of the males are still 
perhaps rightfully, if not lawfully, dis- 
franchised? A republic must hav an in- 
telligent, not an ignorant ballot. 

If said to a crowd of women, '* You do 
not care to assume the duties and respon- 
sibilities of political life, do you?" they 
will answer, *'*No." Put the question the 
other way and say, ‘‘ Would you not like 
to take part in government ro as to be able 
to enforce your rights?” and they will 
vote “Yes.” Women are so susceptible 
toa bouquet cf flowers or perfume, that 
the candidate who pleased their fancy in 
those respects the most would be sure of 
election. ; 

I hav listened to several women agitators 
of this question. Some of their arguments 
are of a motherly nature, which, of course, 
would be all right in the nursery, but one 
hardly expeots to hear that kind of advice 
from the political platform. They lead 
one’s thoughts yearningly back to the pe- 
riod of childhood and call to mind the 
tender care of a devoted mother, but the 
state is not founded on sentimentality. 

For physical reasons, women can never 
take rank with men in muscular labor, 
and for that reason a vote in the han?s of 
a wcman would allow her to that extent to 
enslave the man. She could vote for him 
to carry out projects in which she could 
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directly take no part. The question of 
woman suffrage is hardly worth consider- 
ing seriously, only from the standpoint of 
an educational test, It is unjust for men 
to vote who do not hold real property, 
while those women who dohold such prop- 
erty are deprived of the right of suffrage. 
The remedy proposed above is fair and 
jast, and would be the best policy for both 
society and the state. It is my opinion 
that the voters at the polls, if not the Con- 
stitutional Convention, will look upon the 
question of woman suffrage as an enor- 
mous joke. : : 
Incidentally I will say I attended the de- 
bate recently at the Young Men's Ohris- 
tian Association on this question, and the 
debaters were so hemmed in by their re- 
ligion that intellectually they reminded 
me of a swarm of bees flying about ina 
hive, but thinking they were flying around 
the globe. The debaters did not get out- 
side of the narrow domain of their relig- 
ious belief. No one dared mention, or 
perhaps has not even thought of, the ad- 
ditional dangerous power woman suffrage 
might giv the church. The judge gave 
the decision to the negativ side, because 
shown that the ballot would be of tremen- 
dous disadvantage to women themselvs 
(not but what they are capable of voting) 
and their votes would neither help nor in- 


jure the state, 


I hope the eleventh hour of waiting for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
will not be too long, as I am getting very 
hungry for a broader knowledge of the 
past, and of the future possibilities of 
Freethought. L. D. Carine. 


In the Hawkeye State, 
Carrot, Ia., June 1, 1804. 

Mr. Eprror: While in Iowa City the 
other ‘day I visited the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. J. Deitz. Mr. Deitz is a sterling, 
consistent Freethinker, and has been a 
subscriber to Toe Trura SEEKER just 
twenty years. He is engaged in insurance 
and real estate, and is highly respected for 
his business integrity. I had met Mrs. 
Ditz during the World's Fair. She is an 
English lady of remarkable intellectual 
gifts, having been for some years instructor 
in languages at the state university, which 
occupies the old capitol building here and 
severalannexes. Mrs. Deitz continues to 
instruct private classes in French, German, 
and other tongues. Sheis the activ worker 
in a local society, the Shakspere Olub, 
preparing much of the work and taking a 
leading part in the discussions. . 

Iowa City, about a week before my 
arrival, had experienced the worst hail- 
storm known in its history. Tin and 
sheet-iron roofs were pelted full of. holes, 
and the Deitz’s house was no more fortu- 
nate than the rest. Tens of thousands of 
dollars damage was done Every unpro- 
tected pane of glass facing the direction of 
the storm was broken. One wholesale 
house alone lost $6,000. At Mr. Deitz's 
I had an opportunity to glance at THE 
Trota SEEKER of Ma- 19th last, and was 
astonished to read your bracketed remark 
that a page had been lost, making ‘‘ Mr. 
M —" an impenetrable mystery. As 
there is no necessity for that, I desire to 
drag him from the obscurity which the 
article as printed implies. (Such calami- 
ties might be avoided if all writers would 
get out of the very bad habit of using 
an initial instead of a name. Itis a sort 
of literary affectation which possesses no 
merit, and for which there is no excuse. 
—Ep.] 

While in Carroll, Ia., I had a pleasant 
visit with Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Minchen. 
Mr. Minchen is a banker and successful 
business man, 8 radical individualist, and 
a member of Tae Taurg SEFKER family. 
Mrs. Minchen, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs, Bean, cf Rock Island, ID., I had the 
pleasure of meeting many times. Mrs. 
Minchen is a great reader, and much taken 
with the Arena and Twentieth Century. 
She is a woman of culture, refinement, 
good sense, and radical. She has literary 
ambitions, but her failing health has 
thwarted them. Their home isa charming 
Spot. 

Mr. Minchen prides himself on blooded 
stock and his stables contain some a*‘=$9- 
cratically pedigreed ponies, whieh he 
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no means undesirable quarters. Here I 
found he kept lodgers—three specimens of 
the genus tramp—whom he pointed out to 
me with special pride. It is customary 
for town and deputy marshals to arrest all 
parties guilty of the unpardonable crime 
of poverty. In many cases these limb: of 
the law induce these tramps to commit an . 
offense so they cau secure a dollar or so for 
their arrest. To such exalted ideas of 
government Mr Minchen is not particu- 
larly favorable, and if a tramp wishes to . 
secure & good plac? and plenty for his 
stomach, he regales Mr. Minchen with har- 
rowing tales of the cruelty of town mar- 
Shals and, with h's chronic detestation of 
government mixed with & good deal of the 
milk of human kindness, the hobo dis- 
covers that he has struck what he classic- 
ally terms a **a snap." However, this is a 
good thing for both, as it brings adversity 
in touch with prosperity. May many more 
practice it. 

In Des Moines once more, I meet with 
Mr. Colbeck, an ardent truth seeker, and 
Mr. and Mrs Steele. Jn the latter's 
home is always a hearty welcome for a 
Freethinker. I am herespending Sunday, 
but am more lonesome than usual, as 
Franklin Steiner has gone down to St. Joe 
to giv some lectures, 

Since last writing, the death of General 
Trumbull has occurred. The following 
letter to his wife briefly expresses my sen- 
timents: 

Maquoxera, TA , May 11, 1894. 

Dear Mrs. TnUMBULv»: I learned to-day 
the sad intelligence, and hasten to tender 
you, in this bereavement, my sincere sym- 
pathy. In the General’s death T hav lost 
8 noted countryman, a noble comrade, and 
a true friend. There was none for whom 
Thad greater admiration; whose connsel 
I should prefer or whos. opinions T held 
in greater esteem. It pains me to think 
that imperativ business wil! deter my at- 
tendance at the fu-eral, Iu these threat- 
ening times the death of such a sturdy, 
fearless thinker is an irreparable lors to all 
who hope for progress, 

General Trumbull was sn intellectual 
beacon-light of the century, possessing, ir 
a supreme degree, moral and physical 
courage. Truly he was a king in the do- 
main of thought and, as thought is imper- 
ishable, he certainly has attained immor- 
tality by his works. 

In bis death we can giv a new interpre- 
tation to the ory: L2 roi est mort—vive 
le roi. Whence comes such another ? 

. A, Stnvens, 

I recently visited ‘‘our own Rochelle,’’ 
famous among Freethinkers as the home 
of the Materialistic sage, Otto Wettstein. 
At his delightful residence, where Mrs. 
Wettstein’s chsrming presence always 
agreeably adds to one’s hearty welcome, 
I also met Mr. Wettstein's co»nsin, an intel- 
ligent lady from historic Heidelberg, who 
is visiting this country. 

Ifind that OttoWettstein, Jr., haslargely 
taken the burden of the jewelry business, 
while his father is devoting himself more 
to study and literature, a field for which 
he is remarkably well adapted, but the 
pecuniary interests of publishers will for 
a long time cause them to fight shy of bis 
radicalism, 

The Chicago Herald is publishing a 
series of articles from p3ople who are 1n- 
vited to giv their reasons why they do not 
go to church. This I mentioned to our 
friend, and in yesterday's issue I find Otto 
Wettstein has given the best of the series 
in an article of powerful logic on the im- 
possibility of the existence of ths Christian 
deity. , E. A. STEVENS. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Cuntradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scriptare, without 
comment. 40,000¢old. Price, 15 cen s. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871.” Price. 25c. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could aot write, etc. Price, 20cents, 

Thomas Paine -Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best ikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junins, Casea, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius vnd Casca. Price, 6 cents. 

ddrese THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


keeps for his ‘‘amusement,” as he terms ' PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


it. He piloted me to his barn, lit by in- 
candescent electric lamps and affording by 


By Kev, G., T. Fox, M.A. 
Price.15 saute. Address this office. 
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Ghildren’s Gorner, 


, Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River; Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be setit. 


£ ' id * 
“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in tha day’s occupations 
That is known as the Childfen's Hour.” 


Independence Day. 


The birthdavs of our kin are festival days 
f family union and innocent plays, 

fiel bring to us pleasing remembrances bright 
f the time when eatl dear one first saw the 


light. 7 
The birth-times of natiors are se'dom made 


. sure 
By monument, relic, or history obscure; 

But our natal birth-time is known far and nigh 
As the year 76, on the Fourth of July. 

Now, on each recurrence of this glorious day 

We hang out our banners and bid the bands play; 
We bring out the cannon and let the wo:ld know 
What will happen the nation that dares be our 


, top. 

And the live boy is otit in the early morn ` 

pih pintal, torpedocs; ind sereeching tin horn— 
ound to hav on thé Fourth more ftee?om and 
fun , . 

If he loses a finger and bursts the old drum! 

The clouds may send greeting in thunderots tone; 

"While the boy makes thunder and lightning at 
home! 

Then the girls patriotic wil] love all the boys, 

But will love most the boy who makes the most 
noise. 

There i8 no use of priest oo this festiv day; 

The boys take no stock in what he has to say. 

J’en he may on this day re'ax his set rrin— 

Think the use of brimstone a pardonable sin, 

Though his preaching implies that he'd giv all 
he hath 

To save all the brimstone for bis God's day of 
wrath. 

On this jubilee day. of all days in the year, 

Yor gods, devils, and priests there is less of fear. 

Now, the moral is plain: The enjoyment of lifo 

Cures the crazy. disease of the heavenly strife, 

Sa otir lonlth to preserve and liv without fear, 

We intist bav some T'ourth fun every day in the 
yoat, 

And be honest. be brave, ba frec, and be wise; 

Let myths, gods,and dovils fight it out in the 
skies: L.G. R. 


Ee 


The Inquirendo Club. 
Ti. 

Our assembled meeting was called to 
order by President Florence the following 
Saturday at half-past two o'clock, as 
agreed. The election of oflicers took 
some time, because a few were very urgent 
about having Aunt Margaret president, 
and Florence had taken that honor upon 
herself. Finally, it was all settled amic- 
ably enough, with our valuable auntie as 
secretary, whose duty it was to read re- 
ports and write topics for discussion. 

The exercises began with an essay from 
Lillie, Florence’s youngest sister, aged 
twelve. It was entitled, ‘‘ Hiawatha’s 
Chickens: How They Liv and What They 
Do." *''Birds is the subject of my story,” 
ghe began, in a quaint, wise little way, 
“and these dear, tiny, feathered friends 
of nature, whom the little Indian boy 
called his ‘chickens,’ hay interested me 
greatly. I hav endeavored to write outa 
concise, faithful account of them, from 
which I hav been obliged to exclude much 
it would hav been well to add because of 
the necessity to be brief as possible. 

‘The encyclopedia tells us," she con- 
tinued, ‘‘ that ‘birds belong to the second 
class of vertebrated animals and to the 
first class of oviparous vertebrated ani- 
mals, including all the oviparous animals 
which hav warm blood.’ 

** Before going any farther, I desire to 
explain why it is that there should be a 
first, second, and even third class of verte- 
brated animals. Scientists group them 
thus because of the distinction that birds 
and animals possess regarding the verte- 
bra. And, like the traditional doctors, 
they disagree. Professor Owen givs four 
classes and Professor Huxley admits only 
three. Their reasons, given, would admit 
so many technical phrases that I hav been 
obliged to exclude them. 

**Tt ig interesting to note in regard to 
these vertebrated oviparous animals, as 
elucidated. by my cyclopedia, that, owing 
to the general flexibility in the neck— 
forming a contrast to the general stiffness 
of the vertebral column—the little feath- 
ered flock are enabled to make ready use 
of their bills or bring their heads into 
positions impossible to the mammalia. 
The coquettish turns of the neck, whereby 
the canary and wren hav become famous 
jn song, are owing to the head and neck 
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dyle, 
resisting air. 


no other class possess, who do not fly. 


‘Our little harbingers of spring and 
summer are éalled birds of passage, be- 
cause they fly from one country to another 
The rapidity of 
their flight varies from fifty to one hun- 


according to the seasons. 


dred aiid fifty milesan bour. Their swift, 
easy motion throtigh boundless space, 
clearing without a pause the mighty ocean, 


divination. 
them as ‘sure messengers from the gods.’ 
Religion has borrowed many cf its sym- 
bols from them, and in the heart of the 
poet they shall ever liv, through 
Summers of sun, winters of snow, 
Springs full of sap’s resistless flow. 

“Constant and true to his calling will 
the ‘little Hiawatha’ find his ‘ chickens,’ 
and when 

Into the forest straightaway 

All alone walked Hiawatha 

Proudly, with his bow and arrows, 

And the birds sang round him, o’er him, 
** Do not shoot tis, Hiawatha!” 

Sang the robin, the opechas— 

. Sang the bluebird. the Owaissa, 
** Do not shoot üs, Hiawatha!” 

“ Let us hope he will heed the plea.” 

They all applauded when she cessed 
speaking and voted it the best thing they 
had ever heard. Lillie had surprised 
them all, for not even Aunt Margaret sus- 
pected she had written an essay of that 
length, or could write one. They did not 
doubt it now, for, though it was easy to 
see she had perused her ¢yclopedia a great 
deal, it still seemed wonderful to them for 
a child of her age. 

Arthur broke the eloquent silence wifh 
8 query—‘‘ Who was Pascal?” 

Aunt Margaret answered: ‘‘He was a 
French writer, born in the year 1623. He 
was very superstitious and eccentric, but 
also possessed great ingenuity and power 
of expression. Falling a victim to the 
prevalency of all forms of superstition in 
France he developed very peculiar and ex- 
treme ideas upon religion. Abhorring all 
things pertaining to pleasure, he finally 
died, owing to rigorous abstinences fatally 
contrary to the laws of health, at the early 
age of thirty-nine. 
and gloried init. To sympathizing friends 
he would cry, ‘‘ Pity me not, for sickness 
is the natural state of Christians; because, 
when a man is sick, he is just as he ought 
to be always—enduring the privation ofall 
good, all pleasure.” 

“He must hav been a very strarge 
man," mused Lillie. 

“Undoubtedly one of those ancient 
fanatics,” commented Arthur. 

** Gertainly his doctrins look fanatical to 
us in the light of this century,” assented 
Aunt Margaret; ‘‘ both highly absurd and 
incongruous. But it was a very earnest 
matter to him. .He was entirely consistent 
in all things. He-did not prescribe for 
others, but for himself; though he ruth- 
lessly trampled upon life's fairest flower, 
it was of the ‘seed he had planted,’ and he 
took the consequences thereof upon him- 
self.” 

“A poem from Ernestine,” announced 
Fiorence when Aunt Margaret had finished. 
Immediately & tall, slender girl of seven- 
teen, cousin of the president, arose. She 
was visiting at Woodland Place during 
that summer. She smiled at Florence's 
announcement, and said: ‘‘ My poetic pro- 
duetions resemble those of the *autocrat 
at the breakfast table’—they sare spon- 
taneous; and I hope you will not look as 
dismayed as the ‘schoolmistress,’ or 
feel so ” 

Fer out upon the boundless deep— 

The stars above, the waves below— 

The night her silent vigil keeps 

In the moonbeam’s wavering glow; 


Half dreaming, I gaze afar 
In the dark’ning gloom of night, 


n 


While onward we sail to the harbor bar, . 


Awake in the morning light! 


Thus drifting o'er the glistening waves 
Thoughts enter my heart unbidden 
Of mysteries in dim, vaulted eaves 


Where countless treasureslie hidden; 
Yet, true to our course, we glide apace, 


Past distant isles afar, 


To arrive at length in our destined place, 


Safe at the harbor bar. 


being articulated by a single pivot or con- 
And flying is accomplished by the 
action cf the wings upon the elastic, un- 
The laws of gravitation 
bring into action muscles of the birds 


made them the subject of a peculiar art of 
The ancient Romans held 


Pascal suffered much: 


** Splendid," they agreed, in one ynani- 
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mous voice, while promptly at the stroke 
of four Aunt Margaret read the minutes 
and the club adjourned until next meet- 
ing. Iva BALLOU. 

; " E 


A Prize Offering. 


New Yors, N. Y., April 5, 1894. 

Dzar Miss Wrxow: In the Children’s 
Corner of THe Thurm SEEKER over the 
signature of I. A. Ballou is an account of 
the Inquirendo Club. With thanks for 
the compliment fo that part of me which 
is alone worthy, the enduring thoughts, I 
venture to make a trifling offering to the 
Ghildren who may by the means of hottest, 
earnest, and happy inquiry be led into a life 
of noble aims, pfofitable endeavor, and 
certain results. Do not, Í beg of you, let 
inquiry be limited to the discovery of 
negations. These are abundant. Seek 
the positiv, the perpetual, the really im- 
mortal. 

The principles that Control the universe 
are eternal; their forms are continually 
changing. In striving to eradicate &upe*- 
Btition, say nothing, teach nothing imply- 


ing that this brief opportunity called life | 


is all. It is not alt. The characters we 
make for ourselvs are oursélvs, and these 
inevitably survive in the effects they hay 
upon future lives. 

The Christian myth is nearer truth than 
any material fact. The Obristian princi- 
ples are true. They are simple and not at 
all mysterious. It requires no mental ef- 
fort, no ‘‘ opinion,” to ''believe." Love 
truth with all thy heart and with all thy 
mind, and thy neighbor as thyself. Earn- 
estly, ardently, reverently seek the truth; 
not arrogantly nor with any prejudice for: 
our own ''views," and speed the time 
when all shall know alike, and do right be- 
cause it is right, Your sincere friend, 

HUDOR GzNoNE. 


P.S.—1f you care to offer a little incen- 
tiv to the children of the Corner I will giv 
a cloth copy of **InquirendoIsland ” to the 
child under eighteen who, in one hundred 
words, best defines the idea of God, that is, 
tells truthfully what that word ought to 
represent to the future Freethinker. 

H. G.. 

[The above was intended as a persona] 
and private letter, but as Mr. Genone has 
kindly consented to its publication we. 
therefore place it before our readers, In 
relation to the same we would like to say 
that we Corner folk are real truth seekers, 
and we endeavor ‘‘to follow Truth wher- 
e’er she leads the way." ; 

Wedo not quite understand hows myth, 
(fable) Christian or pagan, can be “‘ nearer 
truth than avy material fact,” and would 
like to be enlightened upon that point. 

Without further comment we would re- 
spectfully call the attention of our readers 
to the P.S. of the above letter and expect 
all our young persons eligible to reply, to 
giv briefiy and concisely, their definition of 
the idea of God. the replies to be submitted 
to the author of ** Inquirendo Island," who 
shall decide as to the excellence and cor- 
rectness of the ideas. 

Mr. Genone wil! please accept our thanks 
for his kindly interest in the Children’s 
Corner.— Er. C. C.] 


Rage te SP RE 
Correspondence. 


: Bruton, TEX., April 6, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrixon: Iam eleven years 
old. I studv my lessons well. I liv with 
my grandfather and grandmother to go to 
school. My father and mother liv thirty- 
five miles from Belton, and thev liv ona 
farm. We hav very many cattle, horses, 
sheep, and we hav a fine garden. We irri- 
gate with a windmill. We hav the IX L 
windmill. My grandmother went to the 
World’s Fair. My grandfather has been 
taking Tue TRUTH SEEKER ever since the 
first one was printed. I would like to hav 
some of the little girls or boys write to 


me. 
I think I hav written enough for this 
time, and if this escapes the wastebasket, 
I remain your little Freethinker, 
Harre S. BEVERLEY. 


[Hattie is fortunate in having good 
grandparents, as well as a loving father and 
mother. Long may they liv.—Ep. C. 0.} 


Hemiock Honrow, Pa., April 2, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: I hav never written 
-to the Corner, so I thought I would write 
afew lines. fam eight years old. I go 
to school, and read in the Third Reader. 
I study reading, writing, spelling, arith- 
metic, and geography. Papa has taken 


Tax TRUTH SELKER for a good many years 
and likes it very well. 

Hoping to see this in print, 

I remain, your little friend, 

: ErnzL 8. GrasENGER, 

-[Cannot you tell us all about Hemlock 
Hollow next time, —E». C. C.] 
S" 


Ul-Tempered Babies 
are not desirable in any home. Insuffi- 
cient nourishment produces ill temper, 
Guard against fretfui children by feeding 
nutritious and digestible food. The Gail 
Borden Esgle Brand Condensed Milk is 
the most sueeessful in all infant foods. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Hé*ised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, | 


Introduction by . 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL: 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
tne Trade Supplied at Special Discounts- 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical ‘Tsuths on 
Religion and Social Matters, 
Price. cloth. $1: paper, 50 cents. E 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. l. Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 


A Splendid Judge of à Woman The Lady of the 
Olub—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain —The Boler Honse 
Mystery -The Time-Lock of Onr An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell's 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of. Life. 


CONTENTS: 


Piefsce—The F ction of Fiotiong—A Day in Court 
~—Throw; in With the City’s Dead An Irre- 
sponsible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
spOnsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex -Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in :ts Relati n: to a 
' Double Standard of Morals— : 
Divorce and the Pro- 
po:ed Nati nal Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
Sense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read it 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10 canta. Address this office. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL. 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


Dy A. lt, AYRES, 


' "A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price, 25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Address 


Modern Marriage. 


By EMILE ZOLA. 
Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker- 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriages—one from the nobility, one from the 
vourgeotsie oue from the petty bourgeoisie, and 
one trom the working-people—and describes, with 
all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig- 
inates, by what motive each is inspired, how eac 
is consummated, and how each results. 


Price, 15 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Freethinker's Badge-pin 
[$j THE TRUTH SEEKER 


y Will be sent for $450. The 
2.75 Pin and THE Trute 
‘EKER one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


THE TRUTH SEEKER :' 
f ONE YEAR, 


Address 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTER 

SEEKER, 85. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 

gilt bowl, 50c. more, A ; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


STU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were a: propriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
is made plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
espeo& pu view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. lt is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price. 15 cents. - 

ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
v8 Lafavatte place. New Vark Cite 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 
xen. 1 GOAL ea 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 
. CONTENTS: 

The True History of the Bible, Prof, Edwin 
Johnson; À Practical View of Life, Charles Watts; 
The Decadence of the Old ‘heology, Mrs. E. 
Lynn Linton; Inspiration in Extremis, Samuel 
Laing; 1he Gospe. of Love, A Poem, Capt. W. B. 
McTaggart; Agn. stic aye es. R. Bithel, B.Sc , 
Ph.D.; On Spiritual Wickedness in High Paces, 
Edward Clodd; A Pries: of Nature, a Poem, 
Hon. C. K. Tuckerman; The Dream, of Immor- 
taBty Frederick Millar; Is Immortality a Dream, 
W. Stewart Ross ( alsdin); Practical Conse- 
quences of Agnosticism, F J. Gould; The Relig- 
ious Propensity, Furneaux .« ordan, F.R.C.8. 

Price, a5 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
X Lafayette place, New York. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


She Bible of Nature: A Contributior 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. | . 
Che Secret of the East; or, The Origir 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Kise and Decline. Cloth, 81. 
Physical Edneations or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth. 81. 
Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Ontdoor study of Natural History. Illus 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth. #8, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


a Te "o 7, tte nlana. New Vart 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 18 just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition, It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet, that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Christianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion ir 
not areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for 3). 


Address THE TRUTH 348K Kh 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of Tux TRUTH 
BEEKEA need a File Binder. which we will sen on 
receipt uf one dollar. 
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Agents for The Truth Seeker. 


Alabama 
Loeb & Loeb, Montgomery. 


. Arkansas 
Davies & Son, 412 Main st., Little Rock. 
alifornia 


€ 
Thos. W. Baker, Exeter. 
Stoll & Thayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles. 
S.C. Blake, 508 Kearney st., SanFrancisco. 
C. E. Duran, 334 Montgomery st, San 
Francisco. 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. 1st st., Los 
Angeles. 
Max NewsStand, 102 N. Main, LosAngeles. 
J. E. Matthews, Eureka. 
Eclectic Book Store, Los Angeles. 
Shaw & Gregg, Broadway opp. Central 
Bank, Oakland. 
S. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 
Canada 
P. C. Allen, 35 King st., Toronto. 
John McKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto. 


Colorado 


J Nowland & Co., 400 Harrison av., Lead- |' 


ville. 
Stanchfield & Oo., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 


C. Smith & Son, 885 Larimer st., Denver. - 


J. C. Richey, 309 Harrison ave., Leadville. 
Connecticut 


Perry Moul, Danbury. 


Florida 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
A. J. Gardner, Kissimmee. 
Georgia 
Wm. Estill, Savannah. f 
` . Illinois 
Brentano Bros.,204 Wabash ave., Chicago. 
Chas. W. Curry, 188 Madison st., Chicago 
Henry Fash. 516 W. Madison st., Chicago. 
Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 
Post-Office News Co., 98 Adams, Chicago. 


Iowa 


C. Deuell, Marshalltown. 
Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. 
Clarence Brown, Avoca, 
Indiana 
Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 55 Mass. av., In- 
dianapolis. f 


Louisiana 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., NewOrleans. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
Massachusetts 


Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 


H. W. Smith, 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
maine 
N.G. Fessenden, 484 Congress st, Portland, 


: Michigan 
Baker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
H. Ullbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 
R. S. Squires, 24 Jefferson st., Muskegon, 


Miunesota 


W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th at. ae Paul. 


Parcher & Sacre, 8 8rd st., 8. Minneapolis, 
Montana 

D J. Cavanah, Box 648, Missoula. 
Missouri 


J. A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St.Joseph. 

E. F. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Philip Roeder, cor. 4th & Olive, St. Louis. 
New York 


S. M. Bernhard, 109 E, 104th st. 


'| Brentano Bros., 5th ave, & 18th st., N. Y. 


L. Jonas & Oo., Astor House, New York. 
Mr. Goldberg., 72 Canalst., New York. 
E. J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 
.R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
C. Ryan, 183 Western Boulevard. 
J. H. Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 
W. Winham, 888 Keap st., Brooklyn. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
R. Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 
W. H. Leonard, 91 Congress st., Troy. 
Best & Co., 8 Chestnut st , Buffalo. 

New Jersey 
F. Braithuit, 91 Bellevilie av., Newark. 
W. Walz, 87 Bremen st.. Newark. 


Nebraska 
J. L Freuhauf, Omaha. 
G. A. Howe. York. 
J. S. Stott, So. Omaha. 


Ohio 
L. C. Collins, 110 So. High st., Columbus, 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O. Box 700, Cincinna‘i. 
Larwood, Day&Co., 259 Superior, Clevel'd. 
N. Hexter, 342 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Standard News Co., 14 W. Tusc st, Canton. 
AM. Warren Co, 217 Centralave, Cincinnati. 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 


Oregon 

Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 
W. E. Jones, 291 Alder st., Portland. 
Handley & Haas, 150 1st st., Portland. 

: Penusylvania 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st.. Phila. 
R. Staley, Wood and 4th ave., Pittsburgh. 

Rhode tsland 

H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 


Providence. 
Tennessee 


D. P. Henderson x Co., Chattanooga. 


exas 
E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
J. R. Humphrey, Waco. 
F. Ohl-ndorf, Galveston. 

Utah. 
Margett Bros., 76 Mainst., Salt Lake City. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 

Virginia 
Mrs. E D S euker, Snowville. 
E. J. B-asy, Hienmond. 
Washington 

C, B. Reynolds, 420 «o. L st., Tacoma. 
J. F. Riggs, S^ ti e. 
E. Skamser, Buckley 
Sutton & Allairs, 104 So. 2d st., Seattle. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M.BABOOOE, vee 1* cents. 


Es THUMBSCREW AND RACK, zonas 


10 Cts 
PER COPY 


12 COPIES 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 
l TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 


the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy ànquisition. 
THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack.the Iron Orown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks 
the Heretic Catcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Moush-pear (gam, Tron Masks recommended 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date. the Execution Bell, etc. , 

“I used to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, “how our fathers porsecuted mankind But I 
never appreciated it. Iread it, bat it did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the infamies that have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments that 


Christians used.” a € 
i 10 Cent er Copy. - = 12 Copies for $1.00 
Price, TH PN pien for RIDO ii 


B A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCATI'ER THEM AMONG YOUR 
us Address THE iRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Just Out.—25 Cents.— Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberalliving in Michigan said once that he would givq $35 a 3 
year to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 2 
ot virtue of the ministers showed how little value Obristianity 
BBOSBON m men mo 
m We have just, issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
additions for this new edition of the 


& Crimes of Preachers” 


auows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MENISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 
of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tha weakness and 
the strength of the church—" the church" meaning of course the 
elergy. 

Noiwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept tho [a 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for » copy, and confound the church- 
men. Show them just wha: rorc of scamps are the clergy who have M 
alused. the World's Fair c 1 Sunday. because it is 80 holy a day that to look upon machinery ox 


yaintings in this period is “ immoral.” 
RMG d c THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. + 


HAND-BOOK 


F 


FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


——— 


h 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


erep 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
vll in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition,the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. 


RELICION A CURSE, 
RELICION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 
Dedicated to the Amertoan Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Heligton, Stabbea Liberty 
to the Heart. 


À work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united thegovernment and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the Honse of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poem: by Mr. Putnam, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statne 
of Liberty and Thomas Faine; a poem written for the o ening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). . n 

The main essay ín this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this country. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terms as itappeared in THE TRUTH SzEexrR and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price % cents; Five coptes for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 Lafavette Place. New YorkOity. 
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Gems of Ghought. | AT NEW ROGHELLF. 


amw RIGHT LIVING. 


I strax for liberty.— Rob’. €, Adams. 


Wuen man asks for the truth the church 
givs him 8 dogma.—Jnvestigator. 


Berore man made us citizens great nat- 
ure made us men. —James Russell Lowell. 


Every boy is in danger until he is 
taught to be industrious. — Galveston 
News. 


Aaaression which is flagitious when 
committed by one is not sanctified when 
committed by a host.— Herbert Spencer. 


Tar rules of life which should govern a 
rational being, in a world of matter and 
energy, undominated by & malignant su- 
preme being, hav beeen fully elucidated 
nom the philosophical standp: int.— Grant 
Allen. . 


No mopern theologian, who is also a 
scholar, now considers any of the four 
gospels to be the work of its pretended 
author, or in fact to be by an apostle, or 
the colleague of an apostle.— David F; 
Strauss. 


Trovan an inheritance of acres may be 
bc queathed, an inheritance of knowledge 
cannot. The wealthy man may pay others 
for doing his work for him, but it is im- 
possible to get his thinking done for him 
by another, or to purchase any kind of 
culture.— Samuel Smiles. 


Tux apotheosis of human beings is part 
of the normal phenomena in all activ re- 
ligions. Gods are still being made in 
India by the popular instinct, and pro- 
moted in China by government orders, It 
requires, then, no supernatural interven- 
tion to account for the growth of the 
Christian mythology.— Leslie Stephen. 


Fxrn yourself with a great fund. Giv 
of that fund copiously, 88 heaven may 
rain upon a field, as the sun pours its 
hght. Until you hav, you cannoi bestow. 
I'he policeman will meet you at every cor- 
ner and tell you to be a good citizen — that 
is, to be what all other men sre, not what 
you should be out of high respect for your 
own nature, You will be warned to hide 
your Virtucs and your sins in the mass—in 
the great crowd. To step forth beyond 
the shame of majorities— beyond the beg- 
gary of vicarious seizures and sacrifices— 
to suffer and enjoy, to know and see, to 
stumble and stand crect, by your own 
right, renders you liable to, aspersion.— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


I wav heard that the historic position of 
the young, relativly to the time in which 
they are placed, is in some sort falsified, 
unless they hav gone through a training 
in the current beliefs of their age; unless 
they hav undergone that, they miss, as it 
were, sume of the normal antecedents. I 
do not think this plea will hold good. 
However desirable ıt may be that the 
young should know all sorts of erroneous 
beliefs avd opinions as products of the 
past, it can hadly be in any degree desir- 
able that they should take them for truths. 
If there were no other objection, there 
would be this, that the disturbances and 
waste of force involved in shaking off in 
their riper years the erroneous opinions 
which had been instilled into them in 
childhood, would more than counter- 
balance auy advantages, whatever their 
precise nature may be, to be derived from 
having shared in their own proper persons 
the ungrounded notions of others.— John 
Morley. 


Down the broad thoroughfares of the 
magnificent city, go many travelers, rich 
and poor. That magnificent building you 
see there is where its legislators meet; op- 
posit, in that temple, they worship. 
Around the corner is its chamber of com- 
merce. All three receive guests to-day— 
Pride, Envy, Ambition, Selfishness, Tal- 
ent, Genius; all are welcome a. its three 
eourts— its legislativ halle, its temple of 
worship, its chamber of commerce. But 
see where comes 8 plainly appareled, 
sturdy, bright eyed visitant. He knocks 
and presents his card; the city fathers 
show bim the door; he goes to the church, 
but the pastor meets him going in, and 
says he must leave him at the church 

ortals—such has always been his custom. 
The unwelcome guest goes sadly around 
to the chamber of commerce. The same 
men are now here who refused him admit- 
tance at the city hall aud the temple of 
worship. They greet him cordially, and 
explain to him tbat he is always welcome 
at their councils, but that he must under 
no consideration present himself when 
they are making laws, or when they are at 
their devotions. They explain to him 
gently but firmly that he is good enough 
in his place, but there are two places which 
under no conditions he must enter. This 
has been their habit ever since they knew 
bim at all. The name of the unwelcome 
guest is Common Sense.—Joseph Dana 
Miller, in Kate Field's Washington. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


AND 


Views of Speaker's Platform 


AN? 


The Assemblage. 


What they are: 


1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
and other occupa its standing. showing Colo- 
nei Iagersoll, Pr sident Rowley, S. P. Put- 
nam, T. D. Wak3man, e£ al. 


Colonel Ingersoll Canses a Smile. 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. 


Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem, 


Mr. Wakem in Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. 


2. 
3 


4. 
5. 


6. The Paine Monument, aa it appeared 


May 30th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottoes, No cther picture of the Monument 
like this oae. 


7. Paiue Homestead as it appears now. 


These are spl:ndid photographs. They were 
all t»ken at the comm^mora ive exercises at New 
rochelle on May 30th, and are h storically patri- 
otically, and art/stically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera s who revere 
theg^nius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Mis: Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy tbe subject and the occasion. The 
photograph are 8x10 inches in size aud the price 
18 seventy-five cents each. 


Address THE TROITA SERRAR CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Reseactes in Oriental History 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D 
Fourth Edition. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 
Part II —Resear hes in Zoroastrian sm; thirteen 
chapters 
Part III.—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
cha: ters 
Part i Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap 
ers, 


Press Notices. 

The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
goos, and as the fact: up n which the argument 
is based a ela-ge y Christina, our tbeological 
friends will have some hard nui to crack if they 
alt mpt tu answer them Boston Investigator. 

‘This book is one of the most thorough an} 


learned of the Freethought works that have come , 


across the Atlantic.—The Freethinker, London. 

Js a mot valuable contribut on to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.— Progressive 
Thinker. 


Elegantly b und in cloth, p-ice, $1.50. 


Address a.l orders to THE TRUTH S"EKER 
COMPANY, «8 Lafaye:te Place, New York City. 


How To Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with cne feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. I congratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 
fort.” i 


Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. . 
Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO , 
?8Lafavette place. New York. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 


—With Music Written to All the Songs — 


BY L. K. WASHBURN. 
For sale at THIS OFFIOF. 


COMPILED 
Pri--. $1.50, 


‘Temperance and Intemperance, Fooiish 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


By SUSAN H, WIXON. 


Ethic; as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What i: Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, a 
What is Ignorance? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Ftrength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety. and Honor, 

Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, 

Conduct; or Right Doing Avarice, Not a Means to Life's 


ife, 

irtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, ; 
Prud: nce, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, 


Self-Respect. E 
ride and Silly Preju- 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- ce, ? 

Anger, the Distorter, 


Qus ? 
Cultivation of Individuality, The Angel of Forgiveness. 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Facult; Human Rights: or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, of Man. . 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 


Reason and Free Inquiry 
Free Speech, 

A Free Press,. : 
Rights of Animals, : 
Rights of Children, 


Fortitude a Noble Possession, 


3 


Value of a Trade, cess 7 i oliteness. The Gentleman 

Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 

Games of Chanca, Temptation, tbe Demon on the Gentlewoman, : 

Truth and Falsehood, ; highway, Best Society, 

What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power of RM Wisdo n. 

Fraud a Crime, Courage, & Necessity to Right 

The Poison of Slander, Living 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mot'oes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages— which she 
has dedicated to the memory of ber father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted libe~al minister: i 

AS with the physical, S0 with th? ethical. A belief, as yet Rtful ana partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there ts an indissoludle bond between cause and coasequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a law which ‘uteresh not. —H. .rbert Spencer. ` 

Living ts an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 


noblest of the Arts.—Tho mas Starr King. 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1 00. 
Address THE TRUTH S&SEKER, 23 Lifayetta Placa, New York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPI TO PROVE THAT ` 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: 

Buox I.—PLEASURE: Chap. I.~Sources of Pleasure. Chap. Il.—Material Pleasures. Chap. III.— 
{deal Pleasure:. Ohap FV —Social Pleasures. Shap: V.—Pleasures of the she a the 
Barbarian and the Civ lized. Chap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Chap. VII.—Christianity. 

Boox IL—INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L —Purpose of life. Chap, Il. -Material Pleasures. 
Chap. IIL—[deal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. [V.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
Ideal Pleasures: Character. Chap. Social Pleasures. Chap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 


potism. ] : 

Boox III.—Mozan DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L—Morality. Chap. IL—Material Pleasures: ence 
. Chap. IM. —Material Pleasures: Refinement. Chap, IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Pret ht, 
Chap. V —Ideal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL— Vice 

: Caused by Restraint, 

Boox IV.—8001AL DEVELO: 
Socialism: Respe -ti 


Tripp toaa pn uites t's Proposed iaae tia, d 
S s * ropose i 

Sovereignty. Ohap. T —Gondition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Public ° Schools. the 
Mene, Mene, Tokel of Socialism  Ohap. V —Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production whi ! 
men who arein every way qualifled as judges of books: Es son whioh haye been rendersd Py 


This is a spirited, rattling s^rt of a book that skates right along over the deepest subj i 

nut ma h fhought Whether the jee is shin o: not, It answ Te thig greatest question Wher is pn 
19 1V@, à su m bonum o 6, an e re i 

—by one word, Plea: ure!— Thaddeus B Wakeman, B Mh and masiva of progress? 

He sharply atta sks, alto, modern methods of edu ation, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out py the fa3ts, an 1 his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—New York Commerotal Advertiser. i 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with vords for lask of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can re*d this book and disagree with the leading provositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It is work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapior on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
san da of sentences pre, worthy of being framed on Political mazima and hung up all over the nation. 
the boo a ot only for its literary style, which i incisi 
I honest cevines c. A. aec. y style, which is clear an 4 incisive, but for 


After you read this b»ok you will be as enthu iastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallan* President of the Canadian Secular Union, 
Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, i splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel 
lent parer, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 


Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Laface‘te PL, New York N. Y. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abrahame cir ‘ana 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Cha dean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ng are the propcr offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 
; CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 
Elimination of Waste Substances, 


The Universal Aspect. 


The Earth. In General. 
The Chemical Aspect. By the Tungs. 
The Sun. By the Kidneys. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God —The Creation, 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 

Moses— Confirmation of the Idea of God, 


Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul — What Is It? ; 


Mind. 
Sin and Salvation. Tus 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The I;celesiastica] Kindergarten. 

God Save the King. Rational Review. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations.. 
The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 

The Christian Era. . Every Man His Own God. 


Organio Life— Vegetable. 


Gateways to Knowledge. 
: Tables g 
Organic Life—Animal. {ier 


als; Whence They Spring. 


; The Non Credo. 
The Master Tingues < Rules for Human Conduct: 
e Nervous Tissues ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind. 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
í In Cloth, $$1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New Yorks. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


Jfot for Parsons. 


** Ip de wedder grows much wuss and de 
work harder all de time," said an A'abama 
colored man, ‘‘ dis nigger will hav a call to 
preach." 


“Do you beleebe in prayer, Uncle 
Jupe?" ‘‘I should think so; I allus pray 
dey may nebber cotch me stealing chickens, 
an’ praise de Lord dey nebber hab yet.” 


Women who indulge in the prevailing 
fashion of dress sleeves are advised to open 
their Bible and read Ezekiel xiii, 8, which 
text says: ‘‘ Woe to the women who sew 
pillows to all arm-holes.” . 


«Waar did you learn at Sunday-school, 
Harry?" said his mother after his first 
visit to that institution. ‘‘ Nothing.” 
“Nothing? What did the teacher talk 
about?"  ''Only that they put dande- 
lions in the lion's den and he wouldn't 
eat ’em.” 


GENTLE Lavy: ‘‘T hope you goto church 
sometimes." Good Boy: **Yes'm." Gen- 
tle Lady: '*To what church?” Good 
Boy: ‘Lused to be a Presbyterian, but 
I've been a Methodist since the last church 
fair. They put more strawberries in 
their shortcake.” 


Piexis: ‘‘I should think you would be 
afraid to frequent a publie gambling-room, 
with raids going on every night or two." 
Jack Potts: ** Nonsense! there is no dan- 
ger; if the police should come, the pro- 
prietor would tell them that it was simply 
a church fair."— Puck. 

“Tommy,” said the visitor, *hav you 
read your Sunday-sch: ol books?”  **Sioome 
of 'm," he replied doubtfully.. **Can you 
tel] me what happened to the littleboy that 
went fishing on Sunday?" ‘‘Yes. He 
caught three catfish and a neel" ‘‘ How 
do you know that?" ‘‘’Oause I was'him." 


A Roman CaTHoLi0 clergyman told me 
of a woman in Cork who was complaining 
to her priest of the misconduct of her son; 
that he was always fighting, gambling, 
and dri:.king, and often beat her when he 
was drunk, ‘‘Ah!” said the priest, **is he a 
Catholic at all?" ‘‘Begorra, your raver- 
ence,” said she, ‘‘ it’s what he's too good a 
Catholic. If that boy had his will, he'd 
stick every Protestant from here to Tra- 
lee."— W. E. La Fanu. 


THERE are some towns in Eastern Massa- 
chusetts, and not so far from the Hnb, 
either, wherein card playing is one of the 
things you had better not do, if you are 
particularly concerned about public opin- 
ion. A certain gentleman and his wife who 
had settled in one of these towns and 
brought with them from Boston a love of 
whist, recently gave a whist party to some 
of their neighbors, who came as people 
doing something daring. A day or two 
later one of the older ladies of the village 
extorted from her daughter the confession 
that she had been at the whist party. 
“ What do they do at whist parties?" she 
asked. ''Why, they play cards," was the 
response. *'''lhat's what I'd heard," was 
the old lady's retort, ** but I didn't believe 
it,"— Boston Transcript. 


Tur choir was singing à new arrange- 
ment of the beautiful anthem, ‘‘ Consider 
the Lilies.” The pure, sweet voice of the 
oprano rose clearly and distinctly in the 
sola: 

** They toi-oi-oil nof, 
They toil not, 
They toil not, 
Ny-y-y-ther do they spin.” 
She paused, and the tenor took up the 
strain : 
“ Nee. ee-ee-ther do they spin. 
They toi-oi-oi oil not, 
They toil not, 
They toil not, : 
Nee-ee-ee-ther do they spin.” 
The tencr ceased, and the basso, 2 sclemn, 
red haired young man, with a somewhat 
worldly-lo: king eye and a voice like a fog- 
horn, broke in: 


** Nay-ay-ay-ayther do they spin. 
They toi-oi-oi-oil not, 
They toil not, 
They toil not, 
Nay-ay-ay-ayther do they spin.” 
Then the voices of the three were lifted up 
in semi chorus: 
** Ny-y-y-ther 
Nee-ee-ee-ther 
Nay-ay-ay ther 
do they spin. 
They toi-oi-oi-oil not, 
They toil not, 
They toil not, 
Ny-y-y-ther 
Nes-ee-ee ther 
Nay-ay ay-ther 
: do they spi...” 
*' Brethren,” said the gray haired, old- 


fashioned pastor, when the choir had fin- 
ished, ‘‘ we will begin the service of the 


morning by singing the familiar hymn: à 


‘And am I yet alive?’ " — Chicago Tribune. 
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PONDS EXTRACT 


THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


FOUR THOUSAND DROPS 


—in a bottle—small size—and 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE. 
in curing that troublesome 


CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 
MOSQUITO BITE, PILES, 
SUNBURN, BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 
from which you are suffering. 
USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 


CAUTIO A discriminating. intelli- 


1 gent purchaser demands 
QUALITX. Large bottles—and large 
profits—to unscrupulous venders do 
not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 
by insisting that no weak substitute 
be offered in place of the GENUINE 


POND'S EXTRACT 


MADE ONLY BY. 
POND S EXTRACT CO., 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


The Living Waters. : 

To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 84 S. Main st, 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21618 


ALE styles of watches from $1.88 up Ha: d- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street, New York. 82619 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbserew and Rack. Illustrations sne- 
cially prepared. and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradietions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents "s 

Abraham Lineoln: Was He a Christian? 
By Jobn E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World?s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel. 
ligent Being, Bv the Editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

By M. E Billings, Paper, 25 cunts. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. 
Bell. .Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. É 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pieasure is the sine 
qua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. Ry Albert M. Lorentz, LLB. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
“Ide tolts Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
* Cloth. $1; Paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 

` Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
JH. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents 

Woman, Church, and State. 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, 2; leather, $3. 

The Chureh and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. - 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. E 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS, 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 


elegant binding, over one hundred por- 
traits. $5. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


_ ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paver, 51 cents: cloth, 75 cents 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: Cloth, 75 cents. 


Agents Wanted! 


et it but a few hours weekly and sod nearly 
fifty copi sins month. The price is low; every- 
body knows the Old Testament storics, and 
nearly everybody wou'd like a book applying 
nineteenth-céntury sit and knowledge to them. 
People lite to laugh. Reverenca for the Old 
Testament tales has Jargely disappeared and 
okes st the expense of Jonah and Joseph and 
San and Samson and D vid, and the other wor- 
tbi:s of unsavory reputation, are keen'y appre- 
ciated. It s»ems to us that the b:ok vill sell at 
sig) t. It d-es herein the store. Liberals out of 
employment will find this a goo! way to make an 
hone. t dollar. 
Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


By Matilda 
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SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Il- 
lustiated. Price, 25 cents. 
oman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
ys and Girls. 12mo, $88 pp., $1.25. 
The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
: gome and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 
Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


7 : 

The New God. Price, 10 cents, 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
Soientifio Solution, vith some Oriticisms of 

niversolo&y. ce, 20 cents. 

Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
cents. “A Brose epic of the war,rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of to 
day."—[John Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, A Romance. ‘‘The su- 
thor certainly has, genius. The divine 
creative spar is within him. The book is 

with manly thoughts, expressed, in 
manly words—the transcript of a manly mind. 

Every Libera! should read ‘ Golden Throne.’” 

— ersoll. Price, $1. E : 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation in 
rh: between the Nineteenth Centnry 
Inde and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Jndian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
th Conesis legend—is shown. ce, 10 cents. 
Gottlieb : His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 85 cents. : 
My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cente, 


For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


(HE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


fhe Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
calsketches of the most noted ot these vicars 
if Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
hey have done, and what kind of men they were. 
ft contains very plain statemen's, iu very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmesning ia com- 
plete, proving them to have b en cruel, in- 
‘rigning. and licentious men. Considering the 
vapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
his book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents 


ie Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
s exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
n her residence of five years as a novice, and 
vo years as a black nun, in the Hotel Diev 
Montreal Perhaps not any anti. 
‘atholic book published has created more ex- 
iteme:t, and had such a circulation ag this 
vork, To counteract its effects the Catholics 
irculated a story that Maria Monk was “na 
etter than she should be,” but investigation 
isclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
ther than the child of her priest-seducer. 
craice, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents, 
wicular Confession and Popish Nun- 
riese By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
ear: a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels, There is no question 
hat Ex priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
ales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
at! is volume, and equally there is no question 
‘natif the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicigm would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our varions city 
yvovernments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 


cents. : 

che Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of nuricrlar confession, including 
copious extracts from the “ Confessional Un- 
masket.” from the " Master Key to Popery, 
tc, The work is a protest against and an appeal 
(o every American citizen to examine carefully 
aud thoughtfully a religious svstem so íinv»sive 

f privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
caty, to the ingenuous openness of youth. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cc nts. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham. Eng- 
land. Revised Americsn edition, showing the 
result jn pasishes of the Roman decree that 
rriests shau not mary. Price. paper. 1f cents. 

ster Lacy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hali Convent, Bore- 
hom, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
aye inimica] to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
£o, , 10 cents 

paper, eo TRUTH SEEKER JO. 
n Lafayette Pace, New York Jizy. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and Tistory 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN Price 28 sents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


, iunnery, at 
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Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthiy at $3 per Year. 
Issuxs or 1891.—$3. 


Price 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891 ...........,........ $0 
Men, Women, and Gods. "Helen H. Gar- a 
IT ORUM Sasavendotsoascdes 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Ilus- a 
TRUCC. 02. acne case anase erect asanretarces 
Answers, to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- = 
hr MEN MT 
Christian Absurdities. John Peok 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire. 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Dlustrated..... 40 
Sabbath reaking- John E. Remsburg....... 95 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
.. BOD. bert O. Adams ....... e dese quo ex 035 
Strike of a Sex, George N. Miller............ 25 
y Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- a 
DATI oroesi eph weiss Melee ss pop 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore.............006 50 
Issues or 1893.—$8. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote...........-- 25 
Rights ot Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- n 
ed....... DEED Véequyadux Tre gue m n 
Was OhristOrucifled? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
dener..... NT aen nor ens s sss 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur; 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon. 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire.......... 95 
Why Dont God Kill the Devil? ds 
cock,.......- RONDE ERE wise 
Liberty in Literature. . Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll...........; 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
Prootor......... WCRERIEIUE pM 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. a 
BPs eec pron vs 
The Holy Bible Abridged...... 80 
False Claims of the Ohurch. John E. 
Remsburg....... .......... asigeseeesosvas: ^ dU 
IssuES or 1898,—$3. 
Thomas. Paine, Vindicated. Col. Robert 
. Ingersoll,............. PEE 15 
50 
25 
Handbook of Freethough: B. 
ndbook of Freethoug 
Religion a Ours 
gion a Lie. EE. 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THe TRUTH SEEKER.,..... ezsacverésPen 16 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 
John E mere Pr ae) 
Pen Pictures of ‘the World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. S.P. Putnam........ e 96 
Common Sense, Thomas Paine. . . 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos, Paine.. 15 
Pinson and Progress, Albert M. Lorentz, 
Boe 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein... 10 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson . 25 
Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
ewhall Gonvent..... cessere 10 
Woman: Four Oenturies of Progress. Susan 
H. Wixon ....... ETA FAPLPCRR AM disses 10 
Issues or 1894 — $8. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
4elf-Contradiction of the Bible. W. H. Burr 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to snbsoribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take idvantag: of these Manufactue 
rer’s Pric.s. 

REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen’s Size. 

Prices: I. 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewela $5; 11 
ewe's, 1$65.; 15 jewels, #8; 15 jewels. fully al- 
usted, #10; 17 jewels, adjusted, $14. In 8 ounce 
coin silver case, $ 0, $11.50, $ 3. 6:5, 819. In 4 
ounce, $1 extra. In 14 kt gold filled. opon face, 
21 year Case, $14, $15.50, 817, #19, $28. Hunting 
Cast, 88 extra. In 10 kt, 15 year case, either 

kind, 43 less. f 

Ladies’ Size. 
Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
caser, 7 jewels, 813; 11 jewels, $14.50; 15 Jewols, 
$19. In 14 kt., solid gold, 
$24.1 0, $29. 


THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 

Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non. 

catchable) hair :pring, beautiful, double sunk, 

pan. ied dial, nickel, gola damascened finish, ad- 

Justed to heat and cold and positions. Lates 

Tapcoveniónte and guaranteed. a perfect tim e 
eeper. 


hunting casos, $28, 


Gentlemen's Size. 


Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case, $:9, 4 ounce 
coin silver. $26; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Huning, $82; 10 kt.,15 year cases, $8 


less. 
Ladtes' Size. 


Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $80. 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. 

All gold and filled vaser made bv best, mannfac- 
turers a8 Boss, Dueber, Faby, and Ladd, in plain, 
engine turn d, or artistically engraved. s 
oods shipped by express, charges prepatd. 


SEND MB YOUR WATCH WORK. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWBLBR. 
Send for price-lists. ROCHELLE, ILL. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


j : 2 Vnrico- 
M cele, Mentatand Physica: Debility 
and who are desirous of being cured, § 


Bten cents, sealed 1n & plain envelope 

ziving causes and symptoms of thecom 

i P plaints, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery--ap Out. 

ward Application e positive cure—the only rem. 
:0c 0! the kind in existence—with svidences of suo 
Adóreés DR, R. P, FELTOWS, 
Ax» wines. oon asw ihi3adver Vineland, N J 


sm I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBEEAL, and LU ius the Freothinkers Pri tho lana 

ill give me their patr. nage o e 
time Sud money on Obristian doctore.—Dr. Fel- 
lows. 
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DANIEL EXPLAINS A DREAM. 


Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshiped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer 


an oblation and sweet odors unto him. —Dan. ii, 46. 
" 


Thomas Paine's Works. | ews of the (eck. 


DPI OILED WO 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.5 
6 copies for $1; cloth, 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; elo., 750. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(Life). By J. E. Remsborg. 
Portrait. Pap.,50c.; clo.,75c. 

COMMON SENSE. (1716.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 
Revolution  Pav.,40c.; olo., 756. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp.; 


clo.. $8; leather, 84; morocco, 
Live ges, $4.50. 


IFE OF. By C. Blanchard. 
Pan ,40c.: clo., with- portrait, 600. 
LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 


With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and gious Career in 
America, Francc, and England, 
and a Sketch by William Cobbett. 
‘The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 
LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 506. 
LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 
LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 
POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood.10c 
POLITICAL WORKS: '*Com- 
mon Sense,” “ Crisis," “* Rights of 


Man ’ $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke’s Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. Pa 


.,40 c 3 clo.. 756. 
TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100, 
THEOLOGICAL WORKS:''Ago 


Observer. By R G. Ingersoll. 300. 


CONWAY’S EDITION 
.OF 


THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ‘* The Life of Thomas Paine,” ‘‘ Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” ete. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's “ Life of 
Paine.” Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies bound in half leather, gilt 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ‘‘The Writings of Washington," ‘‘ The 
Writings of Jefferson,” etc. Price, per volume, $4. . : 

For the general reader the $3 edition of Paine's works is sufficient, as it contains all of his 
writings upon which his fame substantially rests. But for those who desireto go deeper into the 
subject of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly commend the “ Life of Paine” by Mr 
Conway, and this edition of Paine’s works edited by him It is the fullest that we are likely to have, 
and the student of history, and particularly the writer, should have it upon his shelves. 

The work will consist of four volumes, and wil! be arranged chronologically. The cause of 
America, as Paine said, made him an author, and the first volume will cover the period of the 
Americar Revolution, be inning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with Paine’s anti- 
slavery essay, and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the Pennsylvania Magazine; 
these being fcllowed by the great revolutionary, political, and controversial pamphlets which made 
such a profound impression on the country. à j 

The second volume wiil consist main.y of the '* Rights of Man," and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish politics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs. Sc “ae a 

The third and fourth volumes will consist mainly of Paine’s religious writings, but will also 
contain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 
given Paine's poems. . : 2 : 

e first volume is now ready for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
whole set will be taken and filled as the volumes ap ear, or the volumes can be purchased sepa- 
rately. TOSS THE TRUTH SE 00., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PorrroAL riots in St. Johns, New- 
foundland. 


Tux coal strike is not generally thought 
to be at an end. 


PREMIER Ontspt of Italy was shot at in 
the streets of Rome on June 16. 


A GREAT plague is raging in Canton, 
Hong-Kong, and other cities of China. 


By the capsizing of their boat, thirty-five 
harvesters were drowned in Olew Bay, 
Treland. 


THE appointment of lighthouse keepers 
has been taken out of politics by Secretary 
Carlisle. 


Baron Grovaxwi NircoTERA, one of the. 


foremost statesmen of Italy, died recently 
in Naples. 


LrrA Barney SAYLES, well known as a 
Spiritualist writer of poetry and prose, 
died on June 5th. 


Senator Woxoort is an invalid in Paris. 
He is very slowly recovering from an op- 
eration for hernia. 


Durme the fiscal year which ends July 
1st, Pension Commissiover Lochren has 
saved the treasury $25,000,000. 


MILLIONAIRE GgonakE P. WETMORE was 
unanimously elected United States Senator 
by the Rhode Island legislature. 


ONE-THIRD of Panama, on the isthmus, 
was destroyed by fire on June 18th. Five 
thousand persons made homeless. 


Sunpay last was a day of extreme hu- 
midity in New York, although the ther- 
mometer indicated only 89 degrees. 


Harrier BEECHER Stowe quietly cele- 
brated her eighty-second birthday on 
June 14th at her home in Hartford. 


Tue Fire and Police Commissioners of 
Omaha hav dismissed all police officials ac- 
tivin the A. P. A. and Catholic factions. 


Tur allopathic and homeopathic associa- 
tions of Brooklyn sustain Health Com- 
missioner Emery in his compulsory vacci- 
nation proceedings. 


Tue New York Milk Exchange pays 
farmers 13 cents per quart. for that pro- 
duct. It costs the consumer an average of 
seven cents per quart. . 


Tuomas M. Baxwz, /x-Representativ 
from Pennsylvania, committed suicide in 
Washington on June 16. Fear of con- 
sumption was the cause. 


A SENSATIONAL and probably wholly un- 
founded rumor of an Anarchistic plot to 
blow up the Capitol and the publie build- 
ings is current in Washington. 


Tue law department of the government 
is moving against the estate of the late 
Senator Stanford for the recovery of 
many millions which hav long been due. 


Wurm WALTER PHELPS, distinguished 
ex-Representativ, ex- Minister to Germany, 
and judge in New Jersey, died at his home 


; in Teaneck early in the morning of June 


17th. Although a Republican he opposed 
the Civil Rights bil and ''earpet-bag* 
rule in the South. i 


Junar TuHEopocrus BorTKIN of Kansas 
made famous in the Sam Wood’s case and 
notorious for his love of drink, -has re- 
formed and taken the rostrum for temper- 
ance. 


Ir appears that Emperor Francis Joseph 
will yield to the demand for the civil mar- 
riage law in Hungary and permit Premier 
Wekerle to reconstruet his cabinet along 
that line. 


Orry-Arrornny HAMILTON of Milwaukee 
decides that Archbishop F. X. Katzer 
must pay taxes upon the archiepiscopal 
residence. The decision has caused a 
sensation. 


Bx a fire damp explosion 800 miners lost 
their lives in the coal mines of Count 
Larisch, at Karwin, Austrian Silesia, on 
June 14th. Ten of these composed a res- 
cuing party. 


Tae Central Stock Yards and Transit 
Company's buildings in Jersey city were 
burned on June 16th. Loss, more than 
$1,000,000. Sheep to the number of 5,500 
were consumed. 


Erastus Wiman, writer, orator, and 
financier, has been found guilty of forgery 
in the second degree in connection with 
his transactions 88 actual head of the Dun 
commercial agency. 


Tue Supreme Court of Appeals of Vir- 
ginia has finally decided that women law- 
yers may practice in that state. Belva 
Lockwood won the victory in a fight which 
has been pending for four years. 


Kors LEADER Peyron G. Bowman shot 
and killed Jean Jeffers, a seventeen-year 
old boy, at Birmingham, Ala., on June 
12. The shooting will probably hav a 
serious effect on.political results. 


Tux Supreme Court of Nebraska decides 
that the eight-hour law of that state is - 
unconstitutional, in that it discriminates 
against farm and domestic laborers and 
denies the constitutional right of contract. 


Lorp CoxERines, chief justice of Eng- 
land, died in London on June 14th. He 
was very fair in his treatment of G. W. 
Foote and the other English Freethinkers 
prosecuted for ‘‘blasphemy” ten years 
ago. 


Jupan Onarues H. Truax, delegate in 
the New York Constitutional Convention, 
has proposed to suspend the law against 
lotteries so as to permit incorporated asso- . 
ciations to promote art by the distribution 
of prizes. 


Tar Swiss Socialists demanded a refer- 
endum on a proposal to insert in the Con- 
stitution a paragraph affirming the right 
of every male citizen to employment. It 
was defeated by a vote of 85,000 for it to 
300,000 against it, 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL OrNEY is having 
prepared papers in prospectiv suits against 
the Central, Union, and Kansas Pacific 
railways, for vast sums due the govern- 
ment. The amounts which will be sued 
for aggregate $171,861,537. 


Coxeryires are being imprisoned in va- 
rious parts of the country for train steal- 
ing. At Los Angeles Judge Ross sentenced 
170 for four months each. Three leaders 
were adjudged guilty of contempt by 
Judge Thomas at Leavenworth. We re- 
porad another wholesale conviction last 
week. 


Kansas Populists renominated Governor 
Lewelling by acclamation. The opposition 
could not agree upon a candidate. The 
convention, by a vote of 349 to 268, voted 
in favor of the proposed constitutional 
amendment giving the ballot to women. A 
resolution denouncing the A, P. A. was 
adopted without debate. ; 


Justice Gaynor has added to the fame 
he achieved by his decision that vaccina- 
tion is not compulsory by discharging a 
man arrested by a police captain who had 
no authority in the case. The Justice 
said: ‘There is no pretense of any crimi- 
nal offense whatever. Some police officers 
do not seem to know that they hav noright 
to arrest except for crime. Idon’t know by 
what authority a police captain can make 
such an arrest. There are too many police 
captains arresting people without warrants. 
The idea of & police captain undertaking 
to determin what is private property ! 
There is too much of that sort of thing 
going on. It wouldn't be tolerated in any 
country of the world except here." 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. i 
Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York city. 
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HOW CHRISTIANS SLANDER THEIR SAVIOR. 


** Ohrist said to us: * Boys, you've done well. TIl relieve you of your troubles.’ And then he burned the church.”—Mr. Leonard Moody, trustee of Talmage’s Tabernacle. 


Tux Trurs Szexer has received from Ed. Wegner 
$1 and from L. G. Reed $2 for the Freethought 
Federation of America. 


T eec ee cce 
A twelve-page protest against the Sunday bills 
offered in Congress by Kyle, Johnson, Galliuger, 
and Morse will be sent for five cents Twenty five 
copies, three cents each; one hundred copies, $2. 


APORTE SEQUENTIUM: 

Push the circulation of the “Church Property" 
pamphlet. Only fifteen cents for a brochure of one 
hundred pages. Ten copies for $1; fifty copies, 
$4.50; one hundred copies, $8; postage always 
prepaid. 

We ask the indulgence of our readers in calling 
their attention to the advertisement on page 414, 
headed * At New Rochelle.” It is of interest to all 
admirers of Thomas Paine, which means to all Free- 
thinkers and Secularists. 


We can still supply Tue Truru Srexer of June 
9th, containing the copyrighted addresses of Colonel 
Ingersoll, T. B. Wakeman, and Henry Rowley, and 
others delivered at the Paine Memorial celebra- 
tion at New Rochelle, May 80th. This is a finely 
illustrated number, and those who send for it at 
once will be the recipients of à charming souvenir. 
Seven cents per copy, five or more copies, five cents 
each. : 


The question of the taxation of church property 
‘should be kept before the New York Constitutional 
Convention in every possible way. We cannot 
afford to let this opportunity to establish equity in 


taxation be fruitless through the neglect of our 
share of the work. The New York section of the 
Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will, as usual, 
write to members of the committees likely to con- 
sider this subject. Write each week to those not 
previously addressed by you. Here is a full list of 
the committeemen : d 


Mr. Milo M. Acker, of Hornellsville; Commodore 
P. Vedder, Ellicottville; I. S. Johnson, Warsaw; Owen 
Cassidy, Havana; A. B. Steele, Herkimer; S. B. Jacobs, 
Brooklyn; O, A. Fuller, Wellsville: F. B. F. Tibbetts, 
Ithaca; C. R. Pratt, Elmira; A. L. Kellogg, Oneonta; 
William P. Goodelle, Syracuse; John A, Barhite, 
Rochester; D. Gerry Wellington, Hamilton; B. S. Dean, 
Jamestown; Charles H. Moore, Plattsburg; W. J. Mon- 
tayne, Cortland; M. L. Parker, Lyndonville; J. M. May- 
bee, Livingston M.; W. J. Roche, John H. Peck, Troy; 
Peter À. Rogers, West Troy; E. A. Brown, Dolgeville; 
W. M. Mullen, Stapleton; Wm. Kimmey, D. P. Kerwin, 
John T. McDonough, Albany; F. W. Holls, Yonkers; 
E. R. Brown, Watertown; H. R. Durfee, Palmyra; M. 
H. Hirschberg, Newburg; J. E. McIntyre, Potsdam; 
H. W. Hill Buffalo; Frederick Fraser, Salen; G. R. 
Cornwell, Penn Yan; J. W. Riggs, H. A. Powell, Mira- 
beau L. Towns, Brooklyn; A. H. Peabody, New Leb- 
anon; O. L, Phipps, East Rockaway; C. W. H. Arnold, 
Staatsburg; C. B. McLaughlin, Port Henry; L. M. 
Manley, Long Island City; G. L. Danforth, Middleburg; 
F. T. Fitzgerald, W. McM. Speer, Nelson Smith, W. P. 
Burr, M. J. Mulqueen, J. W. McLaughlin, 8. S. Blake, 
E. Lauterbach, L. A. Giegerich, Elliot Sandford, C. 8. 
Truax, Robert E. Deyo, H. W. Platzck, Francis Forbes, 
Eugene Durnin, Thomas Gilleran, A. C. Hottenrorth, 
New York.” 


Samuel P. Putnam is missed at the Sunrise and 
Manhattan Liberal Clubs, Taz Trurs Szxxzr office 


and all his other haunts, and by his many friends 

in New York and vicinity, but we know he is doing 

good work “in the field” and that we shall soon be 

able to print some spicy, invigorating “News and 

Notes” from his ready pen. In the mean time 

*Four Hundred Years of Freethought” is being 

pushed with all possible dispatch, and the time dur- 

ing which your name as a paid-in-advance subscriber 

can get into the portly volume has almost reached 

the vanishing point. Our offer of Tue Truru 

Seexzer one year and “Four Hundred Years” for 

$6 50 is renewed onca more, however, and if you - 
are prompt the noteworthy honor will be yours. 

The cost of this book of 850 pages of excellent 

reading matter and one hundred and forty-odd 

portraits is but $5 when ordered separately from, 
the paper. Here we giv the names of the subscrib- 

ers received since the last issue of Taz Trova 

Szzxzr went to press: 


Alahama.—M. B. Shelton. 

Arkansas, —James O’Neel. 

California.—Mrs. A. Lindal, Geo. C. Jorgenson. 

Illinois. —E. H. Warner, Charles Dunke. 

Iowa.—E. D. Nauman, Mrs. M. Repp. 

Kansas. —Gus Eckwall. 

Michigan.—Daniel M. Smith. 

Missouri. —T. J. Tanner. 

Nebraska.—H, B. and C. W. Smith, H. M. Dopp. 

New Jersey.—W. W. Morris. 

New York.—N. 8. Wiar. 

Ohio.—W. H. Kintner, M. F. Bly, E. P. Bly, J. H. 
White, James M. Wight. 

Oregon.—Freeman Parker. 

Pennsylvanias, —Seth T. Walton, Wm. Bergstresser. 

Texas. —Miles J. Doyle. 

Washington.—Robt. Pfaendtner. 

Wisconsin.—L. A. H elmka. 
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Ihe Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
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FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll ` 

Tt will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 

It wil reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. "T : m » 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, e 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. i 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 

frem the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought: as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


uud the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments : 


‘Philosophy Science. ; Educatiou and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 

7 pinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
looke.. Da Vinci. Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 

itume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 

1tobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. : Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. | Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 

C mte. Tyndall, Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Riichner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitvan. Mill. arren. Susan B. Anthony. 
l'ouerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

i Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. . Helen H. Gardener.. 


Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, F'reethinkers' Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. ° 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. : 

' It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of ; 

George E Macdonald, Capt. R. O. Adams, 
E M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Oharles Watts, Frauklio Steiner, 


Dr. E B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H_Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, f 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, © 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Horace Seaver, 
| P, Mendum, 
D M. Beunett, 
Parker Piil-bury, 
Mizar Wright, 


T, O. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, . Lillian Leland, 
Tndge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


aul other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about : 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


' and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, / 


‘and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. ` 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. l 

` The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 

will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 


can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 
FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled. 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tux 
TaurR Srxxer, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
alb, and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, | 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer , 

To the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
- W, 8. BELL'S MÀ 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- | 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
n HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
m 


To each New Subscriber In the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther ‘*Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W., S. Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth —all free 
hy post or express, . 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
Scriber,as they get Tux Trura SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our frionds to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Olubs will 
receive their copies of ** Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book 4s printed. 
will have their names en 


| rolled in its shining pages. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK. 
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New York, Saturday, June 30, 1894. {as LAFAYETTE PL. $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D; M. BENNETT, 


E. M. MACDONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, -. - - - .. JUNE 30, 1804, 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription, in advaned..........cccceccccssccccesccece $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance........... eee reso 
Two new subscribers...... nS bcc0 tue se entes e eere rro SUB e re eot nee 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance 
One subscription with.three new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance. 


Any satt over five at ihe same Tate, nist “one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent Dy express company's money order 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communioations and make drafts, checks, post-oftoe 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Larayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTXCE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send usthe name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt ,enew-. 


als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz TRUTH Suxxzn one 
year ($8) and S. P. Putnam's *Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we wil send Taz Tsuru Sxzrxza one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete" 
($3) This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tax Tavra SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. l 


For $4.50 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's * Dynamic The- 


ory" ($2.75). This is & splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 


pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
` It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz TavurH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tuz TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tum TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament: Stories. Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we.shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


. Another “Sabbath ” Scheme. 

The sixty-fifth annual meeting of the synod of 
the Reformed Presbyterian church was held in 
Philadelphia on May 30th. Among the reports 
submitted was that of the committee “To Secure 
the Introduction of Literature on Sabbath Obser- 
vance into School Books.” Talk of church meddling 
with or control of secular affairs, but did anyone in 
the United States ever before hear of a proposition 
80 Outrageously audacious and. insolent as that re- 
vealed by the name of this Covenanter committee? 
What wonder that such Protestants as these are 
opposed to the division of the public school funds 
in the interest of the Catholics! They want it oZ 
to serve their own purposes; they want to make 


9 | the common schools, supported by the taxation of 


all classes of the people, the propagating grounds 
of their own narrow and intolerant notions. Of a 
piece with this demand is that of several Protestant 
lay organizations -that only Protestant teachers 
shall be employed in the state schools. A Western 
newspaper mouthpiece of one of these sectarian 
societies, in declaiming against all teachers who are 
not Protestants, indignantly asks why Catholics 
should be allowed to teach in Protestant schools. 
Protestant, mind you, not public or common 
schools. It has come to this, that the schools of 
the people are held by one division of the church 
to be its property now, while the other division 
holds that they should be its private possession as 
soon as possible; and both agree in demanding that 
religion of some kind shall be taught therein ail 
the time. All this in plain denial of the letter and 
spirit of the Constitution and of the law of equal 
freedom. 

Rev. H. H. George, with whom our readers are 
well acquainted by reason of his persistent work in 
furtherance of the union of church and state, re- 
ported, as chairman of the before-mentioned com- 
mittee, the progress so far made. Here is his 
report as condensed in the Christian Reformer: 

“Dr. H. H. George reported that he had 
corresponded with three leading school-book publishers; 
viz: Ginn & COo., Boston; Potter & Oo., Philadelphia, 
and the American Book Company, New York. The first 
mentioned thought it a grand idea, and would like to hay 
the matter continued, and suggested that some sample 
manuscripts be prepared and submitted to the company. 
The second, or representativ of the Potter & Oo. firm, 
could see no objection to it, and would be quite willing 
to consider it further. The American Book Company 
did not know that it would be expedient. They were 
aiming to meet any public demand in the line of school 
books, but had not known of any demand in the direction 
of Sabbath literature for such books. The committee 
deems it advisable to take further steps to prepare some 
discussion of the subject of the Sabbath in a graded 
series to suit the different school readers, and also à more 
analytic discussion of the subject for the text-book on 
physiology, and hav them submitted to these and other 
book firms.” 

Are Freethinkers willing and ready to pay for 
having their children vaccinated in the public 
schools with the poisun of the Sunday superstition? 
Is not the religious party satisfied with what it 
already has? Manifestly not, and no student of 
history has for a moment supposed that it was. 
Every concession to the theocratic faction is a mis- 
take, a serious and dangerous mistake. Would the 
teaching in the common schools of the Sunday no- 
tions of these people satisfy them? To ask the 
question is to answer it in the negativ. If that 
much of their creed goes into the text-books, why 
should not more go, and will not more go? There 
is no logical reason why, that part being admitted, 
other parts and all parts should not be admitted, 
and they would be admitted. If Congress, which 
is by the Constitution distinctly forbidden to make 
any law establishing religion, can pass laws intended 


of themselvs. 
der how they can hav the assurance to denounce 
the Catholics for asking for a division of the public 
school money. What the Catholic wishes who pre- 
fers this request is that, as Oatholics help pay the 


persecutors. 


to enforce and in fact enforcing recognition of re- 
ligious dogmas, as it has done, cannot city, county, 
and state boards of education, which are not by the 
Constitution distinctly prohibited from establishing . 
religion, adopt text-books and series of text-books 
which will by intention and in effect, establish re- 
ligion by teaching the pupils in the common schools 
and at public expense that certain religious dogmas 
are true and salutary? 


Most assuredly. - 
These Presbyterians should be heartily ashamed 
They demand so much that we won- 


taxes which support the schools, they shall be per- 


mitted to use a proportionate share of those taxes 
in the education of their own children. What the 


Covenanter wishes is that all the taxpayers shall 
contribute for the teaching of his creed in the com- 
mon schools. In other words, the Catholic would 
be content, so he says, with the money he has him- 
self paid into the school treasury, and with that he 
would educate his own children alone. The Cove- 
nanter, on the other hand, wants Jews, Freethink- 
ers, Oatholics, and outsiders to help him force 
Christian, and especially Presbyterian, notions down 
the throats of the children of Christians of other 
denominations, anti-Ohristians, and non-Christians. 
Many and powerful societies hav been formed for 
the purpose of antagonizing the Catholic demand 
(and Catholics on general principles); now it is to 
be seen whether those societies will protest and 
work against this latest scheme of the Protestant 
enemies of the secular republic. 

But whatever they may do or leave undone, the 
course we should pursue cannot for à moment be in : 
doubt. We must set our faces like flint against 
this attempt to make the publie school room the 
missionary field of the Sunday law meddlers and 
To this end the Freethought Letter- 
writing Corps will this week take Ginn & Company 
of Boston as their target. Let every old member 
and all the recruits possible show these makers of 
school books that the inculeation of theological con- 
cepts should never be attempted through the media 
of text-books of history and physiology and the in- 
terpretations and explanations of public school 
teachers. Write kindly but forcefully, logically, and 
in earnest. 


Flag of God Above; Stars and Stripes Below. 


Much is made by our American Protectiv Asso- 
ciation friends of the fact that the Oatholics hold 
allegiance to the church paramount to loyalty to 
the state. We hav thought that Protestants do the 
same, and that the varióus societies, more or less 
secret in their political methods, which are now do- 
ing the aggressiv work of Protestantism, are inim- 
ical to equal religious liberty. Almost every day 
we read something in their papers which confirms 
us in this opinion. The Omaha American of June 
1st prints, under a display head, & sermon preached 
by Rev. A. T. Wolff, of Detroit, in the Oalvary 
Presbyterian church of that city. Mr. Wolff had 
extended a special invitation “to the American Pro- 
tectiv Association, the Orangemen, and kindred or- 
ganizations” to come out and hear this sermon. In 
his opening sentences Mr. Wolff declared that he 
was himself & member of one of these organiza- 
tions, which fact would seem to entitle him.to stand 
equal with Rhadamanthus as a spokesman for them. 
Said Mr. Wolff: 


«There is one safeguard, Place the white banner of 
the Lord at the top and underneath the flag of our coun- 
ry and keep them both waving in the free sir.” 
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Inasmuch as we are told that, as Freethinkers, 
our first duty is to our country, and that therefore 
we should giv aid and comfort to the “American” 
orders, we seem to be placed in a somewhat difficult 
position by Dr. Wolff. As Freethinkers and secu- 
larists we hav more or less disinclination to place 
“the white banner of the Lord” above the stars 
and stripes. But our Presbyterian friend has 
something more to say which is of interest to us: 


“Among the pillars of this nation and the strongest of 
them all is the Bible. Our government was founded on 
the word of God, and in every department will be found 
in it all of our acts. It is even stamped on our dollars. 
By many witnesses this nation declares itself a religious 
nation, and yet it givs us no church and no Bible but the 
one universal Bible open before us. The Protestant 
church is the salt that preserves this nation, and God for- 
bid that the time shall ever come when there shall be 
united with this government any taint of ecclesiastical 
power. The Protestant church offers to the state loyal 
subjects, and in turn the state offers to the nation loyal 
citizens. There are our free public schools, free from 
the taint of sectarianism inany respect. Let no sect ever 
lay its hand upon them, and let us forever maintain them 
in the original purity of years gone by with the Ameri- 
ean flag flying from the staff without and the non- 
sectarian Bible within.” 


We are compelled to say that the above is a very 


would be very unwise and dangerous. 


What a blessed and merciful thing is “ Christian 
Civilization”! How superior to the product of the 
heresies of paganism! A trooper in South Africa 
sent home to the London Daily News a letter, of 
which this is a paragraph: 

** We are at the present time occupied in setting fire to 
every nativ village we come across and shooting down 
the stray Matabele we see, and are still going onward in 
the hopes of finding old Lobengula. Every day we pick up 
assegais, shields, and the most beautiful nativ work, 
though we are unable to carry them on our saddles, so 
they hav to burn with the rest.” 


Tur Trura Sezxer of July Tth will be a special 
number, containing a symposium on the pending 
Sunday bills, in which Representatives and Senators 
will participate, assisted by the Editor. The Sun- 


time and if reactionary Christianity triumphs here 
the most hopeful of us will hav just cause for ap- 
prehension bordering on despair. But we do-not 
intend to be beaten and borne down by the Cove- 
nanter hordes. Sunday must be the people’s day, 


fair sample of the stuff we find in American Pro-| 2+ the priests. Tur TzuTH SEEKER of July 7th 
will cost seven cents per copy; five copies or more, 


tectiv Association papers. By it we can qute : 
accurately gauge the secularism of the order. Like | five cents each. Order in advance. 


the champions of the Christian amendment, Dr. 
Wolff is unalterably opposed to ecclesiastical med- 
dling with government and talks of “our free 
public schools, free from the taint of sectarianism 
in any respect.” Preceding and following these 
“ glittering generalities” are specifications of some 
of the ways in which Protestant ecclesiasticism has 
already tainted our government and a solemn call 
to Protestants to maintain the schools with the 
Bible therein. 


The National Reform Association is trying to 
make mischief in the New York Constitutional Con- 
vention. Through delegate Benjamin S. Dean it 
presented to the Convention this overture for an 
amendment to the preamble of the Constitution : 

** We, the people of the state of New York, grateful to 
Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure its 
blessings, as & Christian people, in the name and by the 
authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, on whose shoulders 
is the government, do establish this constitution.” 


Mr. Dean, in presenting the petition, indorsed 
upon it his “distinct disapproval.” We trust that 
-the people of New York are of one mind with Mr. 
Dean. 


One of our correspondents avers that the trouble 
with the Catholic church is that she is a political 
power, that this is not a question of religion but of 
politics. On the other hand, a correspondent of 
the American, presumably equally well informed 
as to the matter at issue, says that primarily it is a 
religious struggle. This is a little of his reason- 
ing: 

“ What Protestant Christian, if he be a true follower 
of Jesus, does not daily desire the establishment of the 
kingdom as he understands it, and by word and act and 
vote endeavor to further the cause he has at heart? These 
two, the Roman Catholic and the Protestant Christian, 
are both driving at the same thing as they understand it, 
but one is seeking to bring the world to the feet of its 
rightful king direct; the other is trying by word and act 
and vote to compel all to acknowledge the same king as 
he understands the matter as represented in the person of 
the pope; so we see it is at root a religious question, in- 
ienselyso. The Roman Catholic in blind devotion to the 
pope and the Protestant Christian in intelligent devotion 
to the Son, both voting for their man. y 

It will be observed that it is declared that the 
Protestant is expected to aid in the establishment 
of the kingdom of Jesus as he understands it. by 
“word and act and vote,” and it is asserted that 
the Catholic is trying to do precisely the same 
thing. Itis simply a bitter struggle between the 
Catholic and Protestant for supremacy, each sim- 
ing to establish the kingdom of Christ by word and 
act and vote, regardless of the religious and civil 
rights of the citizen. We are convinced that the 
American’s correspondent’s diagnosis of the disease 
is about right, and that our correspondent is 
“away off” in his guess. B 


The common council of Chicago recently passed 
& very sweeping Sunday closing ordinance. It shut 
all stores and shops up tightly, except the meat 
markets, which were allowed to remain open for & 
few hours in the morning during the summer 
months. Then the clerics rejoiced. . But Mayor 
Hopkins interposed his veto, giving some very good 
reasons Why such an ordinance should not become 
law. It may be that the Sabbatarian majority in 
the council can muster enough votes to pass the 
obnoxious measure over the mayor's veto; but 
whatever the final outcome, Mr. Hopkins deserves 
the thanks of all people who believe in minding 
their own business, and of all friends of the free 
Sunday. i 


‘In this wonderful growth of English speech, we see 
the providence of God. As a language it is his chief 
vehicle for blessings to men. More of his name, his will, 
his law, and his love are to be found in the English than 
in any other, if not all other tongues, for in the tongue 
we speak there are more Bibles, more gospel sermons, 
and more beautiful songs than in all others combined "— 
-Herald of Gospel Liberty. 

From which we may infer that God is an English- 
man, but all the more are we puzzled to know why 
he did not hav the Bible emitted in English in the 
first place. It may also be noted that the “Age of 
Reason,” “ Origin of Species,” and all the works of 
Spencer and Huxley were written in this language 
of the * wonderful growth.” ‘Where is the “ provi- 


dence ” in this fact? 
_ YA ————————M 


The English House of Lords has again demon- 
strated the hopeless stupidity of religious law 
makers. As our readers know, it is a crime in 
England to marry a deceased wife's sister. Of 
course there is no reason whatever for such a ridic- 
ulous and contemptibly mean law, but that makes 
no difference to the fossils who stand in the way of 
its repeal. A few days ago a repeal bill was defeated 
in the Lords by a small majority. This majority 
was led by the Archbishop of Canterbury and Lord 
Salisbury and in it were included twenty bishops 
and the most of the Tory lords. Charles Blount, 
“the most chivalrous Freethinker of his age,” fell a 
victim to this besotted superstition, killing himself 


The Danbury Dispatch, commenting around the 
letter of Dr. Knox which appeared recently in our 
news column, remarks that Thomas Paine “lived 
without hope of any future, and that contented 
him,” etc. Turning to Paine’s will, we read: «I 
believe in one God and no more, and I hope for 
happiness beyond this life.” 


Chilton’s Sunday observance bill has passed its 
third reading in the Canadian Parliament. It is 
stated that the leaders of both parties hav given 
the bill assistance. The measure in question goes 
to the extent of interdicting the Sunday newspaper. 
It may be that Canadian Secularists hav chosen to 
work quietly against the priests’ scheme, but if they 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 30, 1894. 


day question is one of the momentous issues of the |. 
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hav not theyare not working atall. Such inactivity |in despair because he could riot be united with 


Hliza Tyrell, who was & mother to her sister's or. 
phaned child. 


Geo. May Powell, of the Women's Christian Tem. 
perance Union, thinks that the theater forms the 
“bloody angle” in the battle for purity. Thousands, 
we are informed, spend so much in theater-going 
that when times of special financial pressure come 
it is easy for many of them “to pass into the ranks 
of shame and crime.” But is not the same true of 
those who put their earnings from day to day on 
the dining-room table, and of the servant girls and 
other poor people who stint themselvs in order to 
help their church? The real animas of this sort 
of attack upon the theater is revealed by Geo. May 
Powell in this incautious sentence: “ The theater 
is a deadly enemy to the church”; that is, because 


it is a rival of the church. 
$ ————————— Á 


Miss Frances Ei. Willard returned from England 
the other day. Her friends gave her a reception at 
the Calvary Baptist church, this city. The Times’ 
report has this paragraph: 

“The Rev. Phoebe Hannaford represented Sorosis, 
Mrs. Margaret Bottome was there for the King’s Daugh- 
ters; Mrs. Lillie Devereux Blake represented the Suffrage 
Association; Mrs. Clinton B. Fiske, the Woman’s Home 
Missionary Society; and Wm. T. Wardwell, the Prohibition 
party. These and Anthony Comstock made addresses of 
welcome." ' 

We stand for woman suffrage, on principle, but 
such an assemblage of suffragists does not fill us 
with a very lively desire for the “good time com- 
ing,” when women will go to the polls led by Willard, 
Wardwell, Bottone, and Comstock. 


Chicago Liberals need to be watchful and untir- 
ing. It is proposed to ask the board of education 
to introduce into the schools of tha‘ city a reading- 
book composed of selections from the Bible. Such 
a book is in use in Toronto. A petition in favor of 
this scheme now bears 60,000 signatures, it is said. 
Selections from all the literature of the ages need not 
be barred out of the schools, so long as they go in 
on their merits, and each part on an equality with . 
all other parts. But those who are working to get 
a volume composed of Bible passages into the pub- 
lie schools hav no love for such an equality of au- 
thority. We are informed that the petition named 
represents “many religions,” which means, of 
course, many branches of one religion—the Chris- 
tian. l 

We should like to know where the conductors of 
high-school commencements get their authority for 
introducing baccalaureate sermons among the exer- 
eises on such occasions. That private religious 
schools do so is natural, but sermons certainly hav 
no proper place in any public school function. The 
Carson City (Mich.) Gazette givs an abstract of the 
sermon of Rev. A. D. Newton at the high school 
commencement in that town. His text was, “He 
that hath the Son hath life,” and he claimed that in 
the equipment of the graduate belief in Christ was the 
noblest part. One thing which the reverend gentle- 
man said seems to lack the flavor of unadulterated 
orthodoxy. He remarked that “life could not be 
defined nor its origin traced.” What, then, be- 
comes of the creation legend, without which the 
story of the “Son” has no meaning ? 


A late writer has said that it is the position of 
the law that “it is not permitted for one to break 
the law and plead in his defense that his actions 
were in the exercise of his religion and according 
to the dictates of his conscience. Laws are 
made to govern actions and notopinions. To allow 
one’s opinions to govern would be to make the pro- 
fessed doctrins of religious beliefs superior to 
the laws of the land.” But in governing actions 
laws inevitably govern opinions. Actions are the 
fruits of thoughts. We must be careful to dis- 
criminate between those laws which are intended to 
prevent trespass on equal rights and those which 
themselvs trespass. Laws to punish for the com- 
mission of murder represent the first class, while: 
Sunday statutes are examples of the second. It is: 
fallacious to argue, as is done, that the Adventists 
are not imprisoned because of their religious opin- 
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ions, but because they hav violated the law. The 
laws which they transgress are in themselvs violativ 
of religious freedom, and hence the Adventists are 
punished for their heresies and not for any crime. 
The laws were enacted for that very purpose. The 
creedists get their dogmas into the statute books 
and then clamor for obedience to the “law.” Per- 
secutors in all ages hav been guilty of the same 
hypocrisy. It is time that we cease to be fooled by 
such shams. 


eg 

Dr. C. W. Mak, of Denver, who calls himself a 
* Foodologist,” that appellativ describing one who 
teaches that all curable diseases can be conquered 
by a proper diet, is a lecturer. On the evening of 
June 12th he was addressing an audience of one 
hundred and fifty in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, speaking 
«tomen only." His lecture had been forbidden by 
the mayor, and two police captains &nd the chief 
compelled him to stop speaking. There is nothing 
in the newspaper reports showing the slightest 
cause for the arbitrary action of the authorities. 
However, the title of Dr. Mak’s lecture is not espe- 
cially felicitous; it expresses an assumed distinc- 
tion between truths for men and truths for women, 
if it means anything legitimate. There is no such 
distinction, and the use of the phrase caters only to 
ignorance and its train. 


ee de ten 

** The faith of Protestants givs them the right and mis- 

sion to judge of and contest the authority of their minis- 

. ters. But for us, a8 sincere, consistent, and practical 
Catholics, it is otherwise, for the authority of our bishops 
and priests is divinely instituted. Our faith obliges us to 
be docil and submissiv to the authority of the church 
in all that concerns faith and conscience.” —Pittsburg 
Catholic. 

Therefore, is not the Covenanter Christian States- 
man more nearly representativ of the Catholic than 
of the Protestant principle when it says that the 
church is the official interpreter and teacher of 
God's truth? But, on the other hand, what are the 
confessions of.faith and the heresy trials of the 
Protestants but practical admissions of the sound- 
ness of the Catholic assumption that there must be 
an earthly authority to whose decisions all members 
of the church should bow? 


a ge MMEEE 

Dr. Rylance, preaching a few weeks ago against 
woman suffrage, had occasion to refer to St. Paul, 
whom he did not seem to regard as a very helpful 
ally, for he said that that ancient woman-hater 
“could not foresee and provide for in his doctrin 
the modification which the evolution of humanity 
through the later ages would surely require in some 
things that he taught his disciples.” What! St. 
Paul not inspired of God? The Bible contains 
error in relation to the position of one-half of the 
human race? And what does Dr. Rylance mean 
by referring to the doctrin which Paul preached as 
“his doctrin”? Did not Paul preach the gospel of 
Christ, and was not Christ the Son of God, who, as 
a part of God, existed from eternity! Is Paul, 
chief of the immediate disciples of the incarnate 
God, already a back-number authority, shoved out 
of leadership by that awfully scientific and hence 
blasphemous process, “the evolution of humanity ”? 
What is to become of the church when her suppos- 
edly most orthodox divines thus incidentally and as 
a matter of course repudiate her fundamental tenets ? 


Lag udi Ve P ee 

Comstock received & rebuke in the decision of 
Justice O'Brien that Joseph J. Little, receiver of 
the Worthington Company, may put on the market 
Fielding's “Tom Jones,” the “Arabian Nights,” 
Rousseau’s “Confessions,” “Rabelais,” * The De- 
cameron,” and other classic works to which the 
ignorant censor of the Society for the Emolument 
of Hypocrits objects. But this zealous marplot is 
not satisfied; he declares that the works shall not 
be sold. He has not yet revealed how he is going 
tó get around Justice O'Brien's ruling. Perhaps 
the unkindest, because the most truthful, thing 
lately said of Comstock is this, by the New York 
Times: “The fundamental fault with Mr. Com- 
stock's judgments in matters of this kind is that 
while he undoubtedly knows obscenity, as such, 
when he sees it, he does not know literature.” This 
hits the mark exactly. He knows obscenity in- 
stinctivly, but as to literature he cannot. discrimi- 
pate, because, to again quote the Times, “he lacks 


the intellectual basis of a proper judgment.” This 
is what makes it so unfortunate that he holds the 


office he does and that there is such an office for 
him to hold. 


um Fre tennis 

Rev. Dr. E. D. Stoddard, of Jersey City, is not 
pleased with several things in this country, and one 
of them is our system of education. Its chief fault, 
in his eyes, appears to be that it does not teach 
enough religion. He says that * we [Protestants] 
create the Sunday school to do the work which we 
would naturally expect our public schools to do"; 
that is, inculcate religion. Why should we natu- 


links his name with those of his distinguished com- 
peers is as rare a8 he is independent. How many 
of our school histories, enumerating the names of 
the heroes who made the republic possible, tell the 
pupils a thing about the author of “Common 
Sense" and “The Crisis’? It is amusing. to note 
that several Christian critics who hav referred to the 
exercises at New Rochelle hav ventured the opinion 
that while Paine “has a sure place in history," his 
Infidel eulogists are doomed to oblivion. -This is 
no doubt true of many of them, though not of all; . 
but it is comforting to reflect that it is no less true 
of ninety-nine out of each one hundred of his Chris- 


| church and of religious parents! 


rally expect the public school to do this work of the 
Does Dr. Stod- 
dard believe in the union of church and state? Un- 
less he does, how can he talk in this way? He 
wishes to know why Sunday schools are required, 
and he answers that it is because Christians are so 
divided that they “can’t agree as to what should 
be taught” in the public schools. No one who 
thinks will deny this. We know that the only 
reason why we hav partial religious freedom is 
because no one religious sect is strong enough 
to impose its creed on the country. None of them 
of great numerical importance is opposed to relig- 
ion in the schools, but each wants only its own 
there. Every step toward “church union” is 
fraught with danger to free institutions. 


EUNTES ES TICE Tas 

The Herald, in one of its peculiar Sunday editorial 
sermons, says that “religion supplies us with the in- 
centivs which are necessary to the best quality of man- 


hood. It takes our caprices and passions and reckless- 
| ness and crude ambitions in hand, appeals first to the 
When has relig- 
Does 
the doctrin of hell appeal first to man’s thinking 
Does the pict- 
ure of heaven arrest first the attention of the 
reasoning powers or of the emotions of marvelous- 
Has not the 
one insistent cry of the religionist been believe, 
* He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved,” but we hav no 
promis for him who, because he thinks, finds it im- 
How many millions of reams 
of sermons and disquisitions hav there been written 
whose burden was the vanity and carnality of 


brain and then to the heart,” ete. 
ion “appealed first to the brain” of man? 


faculties or to his fear of suffering? 


ness, cupidity, love of ease, etc., eto.? 


believe, BELIEVE, BELIEVE ? 
possible to believe. 


reason? But once more the Herald: 


to a thoroughly developed and symmetrical soul.” 


What kind of immortality? 


Universalist, of the orthodox Christian or of the or- 
thodox Mohammedan? 


The Christian Advocate has nearly a column of 
editorial comment on the Paine Memorial exercises 
at New Rochelle. 
an Empty Grave.” 
« Thomas Paine deserves high honor for his politi- 
cal services," Dr. Buckley is yet shocked by what 
he terms the reckless use of hyperbole by Colonel 
Ingersoll, especially when that gentleman claims 
that Paine “did more to establish the republic than 
any other man then standing on the soil.” To one 
who has carefully read Conway’s life of Paine and 
the testimony of the great democrat's contempo- 
raries, the sweeping claim of Colonel Ingersoll 
does not &ppear very extravagant, and had Dr. 
Buckley carefully examined the number of Taz 
TRUTH Sxexer which immediately preceded the issue 
from which he obtained his information about the 
celebration he would hav found plenty of evidence 
going to show that Paine was the mightiest figure 
of the Revolution, measured by the influence he 
exerted. The Christian Advocate says that it is 
not sorry to see Paine’s patriotic services recognized, 
and it declares that they “always were ” recognized 
“by the people of this country.” This is prepos- 
terously untrue. So deeply had the clergy covered 
the name of Paine with derision and obloquy be- 
cause he wrote the “Age of Reason,” that twenty 
years ago not one American citizen out of fifty knew 
that he did anything in the Revolution. Only a 
few of our late historians hav dared mention him, 
and even to-day the Fourth of July orator who 


record as opposed to Sunday baseball. 


**Say what you will, a belief in immortality is necessary 


An immortality of 
agony or an immortality of rapture? The immor- 
tality of the Presbyterian or the immortality of the 


It heads it, “Empty Pageant at 
Compelled to admit that 


tian detractors, of both the past and present. 


‘People who are afraid to openly advocate laws in 


the interest of religion, but who wish to hav such 
laws enacted, are wont to say that they demand 
Sunday statutes in the interest of rest. 
this pretense is exposed quite unintentionally by 
the pious masqueraders themselvs, and the effect is 
provocativ of derisiv smiles. The 7ndependent has 


Sometimes 


this in one of its special columns: 

** The mayor of Savannah, Ga., has put himself upon 
A league game 
was advertised for a recent Sunday. Every arrangement 
was made for big crowds, and the managers were looking 
forward to a brilliant financial success. 'The chief of 
police served notice on the clubs that they would both be 
arrested if a single ball should be thrown, and the result 
was the return of a large number of people disgusted.” 

If this act of the mayor and chief of police of 
Savannah was in the nature of a hygienic or sani- 
tary regulation of the conduct of the ball players 
and spectators, why did the Independent put the 
item under the department head of “ Religious 
Notes”? If sanitation and hygiene are really re- 
ligious in nature and effect, why does the Zndepend- 
ent place most of its notes concerning health under 
the department title of “Sanitary,” reserving only 
those relating to enforced Sunday rest for its “ Re- 
ligious Notes” column? We hope our neighbor 
will explain this. 


— rrr ———————— 

The Christian Statesman has had its feelings 
badly hurt because “the highest courts of most of 
the great Christian bodies of the country” lately in 
session did not publish to the world in thunder: 
tones the “truth” that this nation is now withering 
under the frowns of an angry God. This is too 
rich to escape quotation in Taz TRUTH SEEKER: 

“It would hav taken but a moment’s consideration to 
bring the conviction that God is visiting the land in chas- 
tisement for its abounding iniquities, and that the only 
way of deliverance from these national trials and dangers 
is that of national repentance. This is the plain teaching 
of God’s word. Ought not these deliberativ bodies, by 
clear and distinct deliverances, to hav pointed out these 
facts to the nation, and urged the people whom they repre- 
sented to humiliation and prayer? And especially, ought 


| they not to hav joined in an earnest request to the chief 


executiv of the nation, to appoint a day for national 
humiliation, confession of sins and prayer for forgivness? 
This has been done in other times of national distress. 
The condition of things calls loudly for it at the present 
time. There is abundant reason for the divine displeas- 
ure against the nation. And there can be no reasonable 
doubt in the minds of those who represent the church of 
God, that the present distress is & manifestation of that 
displeasure. The duty of the hour, therefore, is national 
confession, repentance, and prayer. And the church, 
which is the official interpreter and teacher of God’s will 
to men, ought to remind the national executiv of this 
duty, and ask for a call tọ confession and prayer. That 
such action was not taken by the late assemblies seems & 
strange omission indeed. Is it possible that the churches 
themselvs are turning away from our historic loyalty to 
God?” 


We hav & suspicion that many of the members of 
these Christian assemblies are at heart very much 
ashamed of the prayer superstition, and especially 
of that form of it to which the Christian Statesman 
is so devoted. This may explain, in part at least, 
the omission which grieves our theocratic editor. 
It will be noted that it is claimed that the church is 
the “official interpreter and teacher of God's will 
to man.” Whichchurch, and where are her creden- 
tials? By what authority does any church get be- 


tween man and his God, admitting that he has a 


God? Does this claim of the Protestant editor 
differ essentially from that put forth by the Catho- 
lic Pope? And these are the absurd theories which 
the nation is asked to make a part of its organic 
law by the adoption of the Christian amendment! 
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Gommunications. 


Now, Mr. Peck! 


Mz. Jonn Pxcx— Dear Sir: You evidently hav 
read my articles in criticism of Mr. Wettstein, and 
think you are called upon to ask such questions as 
seem pertinent to the subject and at the same time 
quite unanswerable. You very innocently place 
yourself in the position of an honest and earnest 
investigator of Spiritualism, and place me in the 
unenviable attitude of one who is a know-all, or as 
one who is positiv and pretends to know all about 
it, and after assuming these relations you ply me 
with such questions as you think should utterly 
squelch my arrogance, and appall me with the mag- 
nitude of your interrogatories. 

You say you “never hav had an opportunity to 
investigate Spiritualism,” and yet you are a man, as 
I judge, past sixty, and hav therefore been an ob- 
server of the agitation of the subject the last forty- 
five years, for you say that you hav read & great 
deal about it. I judge, therefore, that any defect 
in your knowledge upon this most worthy of all 
subjects must be owing to some deep-seated preju- 
dice, or must be owing to a disinclination to face 
the ridicule which the unthinking fools of society, 
and its mountebanks, and the theological bigots of 
the age, hav enshrouded it with. 

Now, sir, while you take the position of an inquir- 
ing pupil, and set yourself down meekly at my feet, 
as a child might before a master, you at the same 
time hav the assurance to assert that to your mind, 
and from all which you hav read, by exercising 
your reason and judgment, “spirits are as impossi- 
ble as gods, ghosts, devils, and witches,” and then 
you go on about the stories of Jonah and the whale, 
and Samson and the foxes,” and such like, and in- 
sist as they outrage science so must a belief in 
spirits. This shows that you are not the de- 
sirous, innocent, childlike inquirer that you pretend, 
but that you set out with a determined idea to 
show me what a big fool I am to entertain a belief 
founded on such facts as you deny, and which I 
cannot answer. . You go in precisely the same style 
with your questions, and almost repeat what Wett- 
stein had asked a dozen times in his onslaughts 
against Spiritualism, and which I thought I had an- 
swered. You say: “Will you tell me how it is pos- 
sible for a mind to exist without a physical body 
and a nerve system?” ‘How is it possible for a 

- brainless skull to think?" “How a dead eye can 
see?" ‘How one ean feel when there is no nerve 
to convey the sense to the brain—where there 
is no sense of feeling, tasting, smelling, seeing, and 
hearing ?" Then you put an answer into my mouth, 
and say, * But you will say there is a soul, a spirit, 
or a something which passes out of a man at death 
which can exercise these functions.” 

I hav placed your questions all in a batch, be- 
cause they all belung to the same general misappre- 
hension of what Spiritualists believe, and what the 
spirits teach, and if the fundamental objection of 
your questions is removed, it should settle those 
ideas about something which Materialists do not 
know, and cannot seem to understand, and for that 
reason, having no other stock in trade, they keep 
offering them as unanswerable arguments against 
Spiritualism. 

My answer, then, is this: In nature, or in all 
matter, there is a life element; which is the moving 
force of matter ; or, in other words, matter and the 
life of matter constitute all there is in existence. 
They never were created, but hav always existed ; 
they are co-related and are and hav always been co- 
existent. Hence there is no such thing as abso- 
lutely dead matter. No matter how low a place in 
the scale of existence a given quantity of matter is 
made to assume, it still has life. This the chemis- 
try of nature demonstrates, and the very fact that 
the action of chemistry can and does take place in 
and through all forms of matter makes this a self- 
evident proposition. Hence death is only partial— 
a mere change from one form and condition to 
another. The spirit, or mind, and structure of the 
spirit body, which was composed in the natural 
body, on passing out of the natural body at death 
does not therefore become bodiless, but is made 
up of the same nerve substance which it had while 
in the natural body before death; therefore the 
spirit has all the faculties and bodily parts and sub- 
stances, coupled with the life or soul element which 
it enjoyed before the change. Spiritualists do not 
teach that a spirit can walk without limbs, speak 
without organs of speech, see without eyes, hear 
without ears, think without a head, and the like 
nonsense, which Materialists assume they must; 
but they do say that all the natural parts hav be- 
come refined in the processes of life and are, while 
still substance, a'much more refined material than 


ordinary matter, which becomes a spirit body. The 
Materialist objects to this because he cannot see 
this spirit body, etc., but he forgets that he never 
saw any man’s mind, he never saw his own nervous 
fluid. The nerve force, of which my friend Peck 
talks so much and acknowledges to be so necessary 


to the faculties of seeing, tasting, smelling, hearing,- 


and feeling. he never saw, and the most powerful 
microscope would not aid him in seeing it; there- 
fore there is absolutely no reason in objecting to 
its existence on any such grounds and, logically, 
they amount to nothing. _ 

It appears, therefore, that the life element which 
quickens all matter and pushes it into organic form 
and existence is a universal, eternal, and inexhaust- 
ible force associated with all forms of material nat- 
ure. Aside from this there appear to be some 
sixty to seventy different forms of elemental sub- 
stances, and it seems that from the union and rela- 
tion of most of these, by and through the evolu- 
tions of matter through countless ages, has animal 
life at last became a fixed fact on this planet. This 
much we in part know from the facts of science 
and the observations of nature. But as to the exist- 
ence of any future life for the spirit of man, who 
stands as the highest product of nature’s handi- 
work, we must open the eyes of our understanding 
and listen hard and look deeply into the occult 
forces about us; and before looking at phenomena, 
on which Spiritualism expects to establish the exist- 
ence of this refined material body, with all its parts 
and faculties, I will just say to my friend Peck that 
no Spiritualist who understands himself will for a 
moment contend that a spirit body- has no sub- 


stance, but that it is, on the contrary, the finest. 
of materiality, and that when the substantial parts: 


are even entirely eliminated or dissipated, the soul, 
or life element, would hav to attach itself to some- 


thing akin to the universal life or such a state could. 
It is my belief that the soul, or. 


simply never come. 
mind, and all that it embraces, will ever be related 
to some bodily form and organization; hence the 
soul’s immortality and its individuality, as in con- 
tradistinction to the nirvana of the Orientals. 

The modern developments of Spiritualism, which 
occurred about forty-three years ago in New York 
state, began by certain mysterious sounds and raps, 
and by a mere apparent coincidence or guess the 
sounds were interrogated and requested to rap a. 
certain number of times. That little incident led 
to the stupendous fact that those sounds had asso- 
ciated with them an intelligence, and not knowing 
what else to call this intelligence the little girl 
called it * Old Split-foot,” and this idea the church 
has kept up diligently ever since, for, having’ failed 
to stop the rapping spirits, and knowing them to 
be intelligences, they very cunningly declared it to 
be the devil and so hav the same old monster to 
fight that seduced Mother Eve in the garden. It 
is the best argument the church bigots could ad- 
duce and the one best calculated to frighten their 
adherents from the subject. In this they are quite 
consistent, for, knowing that these phenomena do 
indicate an intelligent producing cause, which any 
church member must perceive, their best hold on 
the fears of their members is to cry out, “Devil!” 
and so frighten the sheep into the fold; but how a 
Materialist, who can reason and does not believe in 
devils, can see, hear, and feel these occurrences and 
know them to be an intelligent force, and yet deny 
the fact of a spirit life, is beyond my comprehen- 
sion. 
to work patiently and investigate, but are like Mr. 


Peck, who has lived right within the atmosphere of 


the subject and has failed to get any light from it 
in forty-five years.. 

If Mr. Peck will go to a rapping medium and set 
aside the idea of, Why go to a medium? and open 
his eyes and ears, and try to get some truth, I hav 
not the least doubt he will see something to study 
and profit by. If he wants to begin at the bottom, 
let him take a pocketful of corn, and not knowing 
now many grains he places therein, see if the spirits 
can tell how many grains the pocket contains. If 
the medium is what is called a physical medium, 
let him observe that tables, chairs, and other mate- 
rials are moved about intelligently in broad daylight 
and without any human contact. He may, to vary 
the experiments, go to & slate writing and test me- 
dium, and hav some slates written upon without even 
& pencil, as I hav often had done, and without the 
medium having even touched the slates. I hav had 
this happen when the medium was not within two 
feet of the table upon which the slates were laid, 
and in every such ease I got plain, common-sense 
facts, and sometimes as many as a dozen tests in a 
single slate writing. 

Last month I attended a materializing seance, 
and while a gentleman stepped behind the curtains 
(which were placed loosely across the corner of a 
solid wall), and held the hands of the medium, a 


It must be simply because they will not go. 


spirit came out, or rather formed immediately on 
the outside of this curtain, and was plainly seen by 
about twenty persons to walk about the floor. 

Again, while the medium was sitting outside of 
the curtain, no less than two and on one occasion 
three spirits opened the curtains and showed them. 
selys and moved about the space, also on one occa- 
sion came out and lectured us for five minutes. 

I hav many slate writings and pictures made b 
various.colored crayons and paints, while the slates 
were bound tightly together, and held by myself. 
In fact, they never left my hands at all. In one 
case I carried two slates about three hundred miles 
or more to a medium, and got a most beautiful and 
convincing test from my departed son, through a 
medium whom I had never before seen. And with- 
out making this letter too long and tedious I will 
say that for the last forty years I hav witnessed all 
manner of manifestations, from simple rapping to 
the movement of sofas holding several hundreds of 
pounds of human flesh, and the movement of tables 
and chairs without human contact. I hav seen 
hands and fingers made, faces and heads only, also 
full forms materialize whom I hav recognized both 
by appearance and from their conversation and re- 
lation to facts with which I am acquainted. I hav 
had pictures precipitated upon canvas, and it was 
done in from one to five minutes, which no artist 
could hav done in several hours’ labor, and hav seen 
it done by a committee of skeptics who had all the 
management of the experiment, and a thousand 
others which I do not care to enumerate, and not 
the most learned Materialist or skeptic has been able 
to explain or set aside the evidence to this day. I 
hav also in a few cases discovered some trickery and 
sometimes I hav been compelled to lay the trickery 
to a class of low spirits who delight in such work, 
and who generally accompany to seances persons 
who are stubborn and appear unusually smart in 
their own conceit, for some persons are so consti- 
tuted that it is very hard for them to ever get any 
evidence of the glorious truths of a future life; and 
they are doomed by their own inherent skepticism 
to go out of this life into an almost impenetrable 
darkness for a time at least. 

The reason I hav for knowing that these mani- 
festations are. what they.claim to be is the mind, 
thought, or intelligence they manifest. If any 
phenomena, such as electricity sometimes manifests, 
or as seen in the forces of nature that merely obey the 
law of chemical forces, and which do not manifest 
any special intelligence, occur, I do not associate 
that with spirits, but when I see an intelligence 
which corresponds to my mind and addresses itself 


to some corresponding facts of which I am cogni- 


zant, that I call a spiritual manifestation and com- 
ing from a spirit, and I defy all the sophists to as- 
cribe it to anything else. . 

The arguments of skeptics are usually very flat. 
To aman wh^ has had the experience the idea of 
electricity, magnetism, hypnotism, hallucination, de- 
ception, and fraud, including gullibility and self- 
psychology, are no arguments and do not meet the 
facts nor the truths of these phenomena; and it is 
absolutely useless to waste time in arguing with a 


man who has steeled his mind with double armor 


plates which cannot be penetrated with reason nor 
facts. It is too much like a man who has pulled 
down the blinds of his windows and drawn tightly 
the inside curtains and then stands there praying for 
the light of the glorious sun. 

lI will answer one more thing that at first blush 
seems impossible and improbable to Mr. Peck. He 
wants to know when Indians appear in full uni- 
form, with bows, arrows, etc., “whether they come 
first in a nude form, and whether these beads, 
bones, feathers, bows, etc., are real, and when they 
dematerialize, where do they go to?" Now, I will 
say that there is not a material in existence that is 
not contained in our atmosphere. All the elements 
of matter go there. When we burn coal the carbon 
goes into the air; when we burn bones the elements 
of bone—lime, potash, soda, and in a word every- 
thing else that is changed from the visible to the 
invisible state—go there and are not lost. It is, 
therefore, no more wonderful that an Indian should 
materialize his clothing and trinkets than that he 
should materialize his body, for the reason that he 
holds them only as a temporary thing and when he 
ceases to exert his mind and will upon them they 
immediately disintegrate. I do not know how this 
is done, because I am not familiar with the laws of 
spiritual chemistry; but I do know that it.is done, 
and I know that sometimes material things are 
used which remain. I hav seen flowers, live fish, 
etc., that were brought into the circle, and the fish 
lived and were preserved in water for a long time. 
These were simply taken from some place and 
carried to the circle, and you know it must hav 
been done in a hurry, for they would liv but a few 
minutes out of water. In like manner diamonds, 
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etc., may be had. I hav seen lace and other mate- 
rials made by the yard. One man whom I knew 
had a piece given to him; at first it was several 
inches long, but every time he opened it to the day- 
light he found it growing less, and it finally dis- 
solved. This, then, shows the difference between 
real objects and those which are materialized only for 
the occasion. . 

In regard to knowing whether a table was simply 
electrified by some mechanical agency, and electric- 
ity made to dance it about, or whether it was.done 
by spirits, must be determined by the intelligence 
‘it gave you, and your knowledge of the fact that it 
was not Operated by some contrivance, a very sim- 
ple thing to determin. I place all my dependence 
on the fact of intelligence, and on this evidence I 
cannot be led astray. Electricity may be generated 
by spirits or mortals, when the necessary friction 
of particles is had; but no amount of friction will 
generate intelligence, unless the man or the spirit 
is behind the phenomena. 

If the air contains all the elements of matter in a 
refined state, or in the form of gases, and if chem- 
istry can solidify almost- every one of them, even 
that of oxygen, why should not a spirit that livs in 
those elements be able to do as much with them as 
chemists are now doing with them? Can you tell? 
And if Ican establish the fact of the existence of 
spirits by the intelligence they convey to me, it 
seems that all your objections formulated in the ar- 
ticle referred to are answered and fully set aside. 

Your material scales and measures are too gross 
to weigh and measure the spirit by; only your judg- 
ment, reason, and knowledge of the facts and an 
observation of the phenomena, can aid you in the 
acquisition of the greatest truth yet revealed to 
thinking man. 

It requires a far-seeing, clear-thinking, deep- 
reasoning man to understand Spiritualism, and I 
think no man has yet pretended to explain all he. 
has seen ; yet any common, honest, plain individual 
may be fully convinced of the facts and evidences 
which they bring, and which all the sophistry and 
ignorant doubts of the professedly educated cannot 
rob him of, and which he is just as competent to 
understand for himself as the most learned scientist. 

J. R. Parry. 


Freethinking Judges. . 


Taur Terora Srexer of July 29, 1883, printed a 
letter signed “Antichrist,” which ended as follows: 

The ‘‘ Man of Sin” is happy to learn from a reliable 
source that Judge Bradley is a Freethinker; and further, 
that all the judges of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, except Mr. Justice Strong, are Infidels, In other 
words, on the question of the divine origin of Christian- 
ity, the court stands eight to one. 

The statement was widely copied, and the Chris- 
tian at Work, Dr. Talmage's paper, undertook to 
controvert the allegation by informing its readers 
that . 

Chief Justice Waite is an Episcopalian, Justice Field is 
atrue blue Presbyterian, Justice rabid is an elder in 
the Reformed [Dutch] Church, Justice Gray is a Chan- 
ning Unitarian, and Justice Blatchford is a through-and- 
through Episcopalian, We are not advised as to the 
remaining five [four], but we believe there is not an In- 
fidel on the United States Supreme bench. 


In reply to this counter allegation, a correspon- 
dent of the New York Sun wrote thus: 

I read in your paper of Tuesday an article giving the 
religious status of the judges of the United States Su- 
preme Court. . I preeume the article is correct—at least 
it should be, coming from the source it does [The Chris- 
tian at Work], Aliunde Joe is put down as an elder in 
the Reformed church. Great Scott! You ought to hear 

im cuss once when in a passion, The individual who 
carted a load of apples up a steep hill wasn’t a marker 
for Joe. 


Shortly after that Chief Justice Waite (Episco- 
palian) went to Coney Island with Lord Chief Jus- 
tice Coleridge, on the Christian Sabbath, where they 
dined on the piazza to the music of Gilmore’s band. 
“This example,” said the Christian Intelligencer, 
* will fill God-fearing hearts with sorrow.” 

Meantime the * Man of Sin” learned on inquiry 
that another of the Christian judges would swear 
like & trooper. The fact was that “Antichrist” was 
slightly in error, but only in regard to time. His 
informant is still living, and he says that while 
Justice Strong was on the bench Justice Bradley 
told him that all the judges, except Strong, were 
Freethinkers. Justice Strong retired nearly two 
years before “Antichrist” made the statement; and 
other changes had occurred, by which Blatchford 
(Episcopalian) and Gray (Channing Unitarian) 
were seated. 

If church membership alone is proof of one’s re- 
ligious status, then be it known that the “Man of 
Sin" is & Presbyterian and his informant is a Bap- 
tist. One was sprinkled and the other ducked. 

ANTICHRIST, 


Observations. 


When Miss Susan H. Wixon, in her argument for 
woman suffrage, says that “what women would or 
would not do with the ballot is not to be considered 
in discussing a question of right," she givs the G 
string of a great principle a loud and resounding 
twang. Numerous years ago, and I think it was in 
the course of a little discussion in which Miss 
Wixon herself had something to say, I put forth 
the same note. I had heard nothing of it since, and 
had begun to think it was the lost.chord. The prin- 
ciple is a good one to work with in considering all 
sorts of questions involving liberty and equality— 
such, for example, as Freethought, financial reform, 
immigration, prohibition, the social question, and 
free trade. For always in thine eyes, O Liberty, 
shines that high light whereby the world is saved ; 
and though thou slay us we will trust in thee. It 
may be and frequently is said that giving women 
the ballot is like investing & small child with a 
hammer and a mirror; but that objection is not 
fatal. My respected mother-in-law, who was noted 
for her disrespect for adages that seemed to hav 
no foundation in experience, was in the habit of 
giving -her children those very utensils for play- 
things. The looking-glass got broken by some one 
stepping on it, but the hammer had nothing to do 
with that result. 

It does not follow, though, that because Liberals 
favor woman suffrage, they hav any business to 
make it a part of their Freethought platform. The 
object of the Liberal organization is to secure the 
secularization of the state. Why, then, should it 
advocate a measur sure to delay and almost certain 
to defeat the accomplishment of that purpose? 
Having resolved that we believe in the total separa- 
tion of church and state, it would be quite improper, 
as I view it, to further resolve that as the women of 
this country oppose that measure, we therefore, in or- 
der to prevent the furtherance of our object, demand 
that said women be empowered to vote against us. 
Thomas Paine pointed out the unwisdom of giving 
power. to persons who do not know how to use it, 
and contended that if France had had a constitu- 
‘ion before she had a revolution, the atrocities of 
the latter would hav been averted. Likewise with 
the Nine Demands secured by perfecting our Con- 
stitution, the dangers of unrestricted suffrage 
would be less threatening. I think that women 
who believe in the equality of the sexes ought to 
work first for the rights of man through the reali- 
zation of the Demands of Liberalism. After the 
fences are up, those who cannot distinguish be- 
tween aright and a rite may with greater safety 
be turned loose. 


every boy over ten years of age is to be enrolled— 
companies of 100 each organized—the tactics and 
regulations of the United States regular army 
adopted—regular instructors in military science 
employed—and the whole schoolboy army to be 
made subject to regularly-appointed drill inspectors. 
The fautors of the movement giv various and curi- 
ous reasons why the boys should be drilled. One 
patriot who survived the late unpleasantness stated 
it as a historical fact that nations invariably get in- 
volved in war every thirty years, and we are ap- 
proaching the end of our thirty years of peace. 
Hence, he said, the necessity of organizing an army ; 
besides, the drill would make the boys straight. 
Another patriot said that. Bull Run was lost be- 
cause the boys of the North were not organized. 
The drill made the boys straight. A third patriot, 
while denying that he was a pessimist, said that 
the labor disturbances necessitated a standing army, 
and stending in the army would make the boys 
straight. So it was resolved to begin military oper- 
ations at once, providing, which is an important 
item, that an appropriation could be secured. - 

What these gentlemen say about the prospect of 
a war before 1896 may be founded on fact, but they 
are manufacturing the facts themselvs. Of course 
if we wanted a whole lot of prizefights in the mean- 
time, we would get slugging teachers for all our 
schools; and military drilling ought to hav the 
same result as regards war. The American citizen 
has to get used to all sorts of strange things. For 
example, the police arrest citizens for carrying guns, 
and the government arms the school boys, They 
arrest people for working on Sunday, and the peo- 
ple, finding other places closed, go to church, where 
they detect the minister earning his salary by the 
sweat of his jaw. Gambling is suppressed by law, 
but the men who make the laws are the heaviest 
gamblers and the leading all-round sports of the 
community. 

I suspect that in view of the dangers that me- 
nace our school-children the girls will soon be arm- 
ing and drilling and taught to look under the bed 
with military precision every night before retiring. 
As the patriots hav said about the boys, it helps to 
keep them “straight.” 

My previous remarks about military affaire hav 
elicited this: 

MILITABY RANK AND FLAPDOODLE. 

I see you persist in giving me a military title, despite 
my assurance that I was never anything more than a fifer, 
and quit the service before I reached my majority. But 
I suppose I may as well accept the title; so I'll sign 
myself ** Kernel," which you know is phonetic. 

t is true that for some twenty years I hav called some 
sorts of writing ‘‘flapdoodle;” for example, Editor 
Darni discourses on religion. But I didn’t coin the 
word. 

Madame Blavatsky used it also. In a letter to me in 
1877 she called Renan ‘‘a flapdoodle.” It wasn’t quite 
grammatical and Y told her so. She was an apt echolar, 
and when her ghost appeared to Professor Ooues 
(pronounced Kowz), the pseudo-Theosophist, saying 

* Elliott Coues; I hate you, I hate you,” and he bantered 
her on her snub-nose and occult wisdom, she (i.e. the 
ghost) got mad at the banterer and cried out (through 
fhe medium), ‘‘It’s all damned flapdoodle.” h 

KERNEL BURB. 


I can throw no light on the subject of Mr. Burr’s. 
Calls the third host, the tardy rear sustains; title. I think T. C. Leland called him colonel oc- 
And mid the whizzing deaths that fill the air, „Į casionally. Leland said as far South as Washing- 
Waves beck hissword'and dares she following war. 1 ton, though, the phonetie spelling of it was Kuhnel. 
That sounds like Homer celebrating the siege of | But military titles are depreciating in value now- 
Troy, but Professor Cook is soon himself again. | adays. They began to go down when the Salvation 
He says: Army came up. Then Coxey gave them another 
slump, and if the martial movement keeps on. 
" With scene D Ltobed jeipn get the school children, the citizen who has 
Fighting our foes on every hand, blown a fife in an ununiformed band will easily 
That freedom, justice, right may stand. outrank a brigadier-general on wheels.. 
P.S.—Bearing in mind all that Madam Blavatsky 
knew about Mahatmas and the occult, even her 
ghost should hav been an authority on flapdoodle. 


Two weeks ago I inserted in this column the first 
three stanzas of Prof. J. H. Cook’s poetical tribute 
to S. P. Putnam. The lines then printed told how 
old Israel Putnam (by Professor Cook termed a 
namesake, but in reality an ancestor of Samuel), 
hearing the firing-at Lexington, unyoked his team, 
turned the cattle out to pasture, and “snatched 
his gun.” In what now follows, the measure 
changes, but the story goes uninterruptedly on: 


4. ‘*There strides bold Putnam, and from all the plains 


6. His ready tongue, inspiring pen, 
Can stir the brains and hearts of men; 
In cities or on the frontier 
He strikes for freedom and men hear. 


If I were not a carping critic I should think only 
of applauding sentiments like these; but being 
irretrievably such I must point out that people 
strike to be felt, while, for the purpose of being 
heard, speech has superior advantages. Striking so 
that men hear suggests the use of a paddle or some- 
thing else that possesses an audible impact. In 
the days of chivalry, when warlike persons encased 
themselvs in armor, we can readily understand that 
a stranger hearing but not seeing a combat would 
imagin himself in the vicinity of a tinshop; but 
times hav changed and even poets must adapt their 
forms of expression to the mechanical improve- 
ments in fighting gear. Putnam speaks for free- 
dom and men hear. There are three more stanzas 
of Professor Cook’s poem to come. 


The Freethought Letter- Writing Corps is not the 
only body whose membersareemploying the postoffice 
for purposes of public and private enlightenment. 
There seems to be a Free Banking Corps of excel- 
lent marksmen for whom I have achieved the glory 
of becoming a target. I don’t see why they choose 
me instead of firing at Mr. E. O. Roscoe, but I ex- 
pect they know easy game when they see it, or per- 
chance none of the members had his gun with him 
when Roscoe was about. It often happens that 
way. 

I judge that what these gentlemen are trying to 
teach so dull a scholar as myself is that govern- 
ment monopoly of coining or otherwise making 
money is unjust; that interest beyond the cost of 
putting money in circulation is a burden to trade; 
that so far as government has any rightful business 
with handling gold and silver, it is only to stamp 
the weight and fineness on those metals, while com- 
merce will see that they pass at their true worth 


Now the Brooklyn board of education has re- 
solved on introducing military training in the public 
schools of that city. According to the program, 
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Mr. J. K. Ingalls, of Glenora, N. Y., contends that 
if our lawmakers would let the currency alone com- 
merce would find its medium of exchange as it does 
its wagons and other implements for distribution 
Under which system, I should con- 
clude, the people who want silver for money would 
coin the output of their mines, and banks desirous 
of issuing a circulating medium on the strength of 
their assets and securities would proceed to do so. 
But here a question arises, to wit, what would be- 
come of the leadpipe cinch by which capital now 
constricts the granger and smaller merchant? If 
the Western states, for example, were allowed to 
capitalize their wealth, relieved of the prohibitiv 
tax of ten per eent on state banks, the financier 
gould no longer hold his job. I believe there are 
a lot of gentlemen calling themselvs “centers of 
trade” and holding the credit and honor and 
morals of the country next to their pockets, who 
assert that our national virtue should be bartered 
only for gold. As a general thing they hav most 
of the gold and none of the virtue, which places 
them in a position to dietate when virtue is thrown 
Can they be induced to let go? 
Owing to the greed which either the possession of 
wealth or the lack of it seems to create in the hu- 
man mind, I hardly see where the advocates of so 
just a system as free banking would look for their 


of products. 


on the market. 


constituency. 


The Irish police officers who hav made New York 
a regular Swatem and Begorrah hav been properly 
racked by the Lexow Senate committee; and, by a 
sort of piratical justice, their chief inquisitor, Law- 
yer Goff, is one of their own countrymen. All of 
which is in fulfillment of the prophecy that when- 
ever One Irishman is to be roasted another Irishman 
The adjournment 


can be found to turn the spit. 
of this Lexow committee without completing its 
business is altogether disappointing. The investi- 
gators had almost reached the door of Tammany 
hall, which, along the trail they were following, is 
but a few steps from Archbishop Corrigan’s palace 
—the headquarters of the church of Rome in New 
York. 


The last regular lecture of the season was de- 
livered before the Manhattan Liberal Club last 
Friday evening by Edward W. G. Dobson, Esq., 
his subject being “Spontaneous Generation.” Mr. 
Dobson is Tue Trurm Seexer’s office boy, and he 
has provided this paper with a notice of his ad- 
dress. The notice appears under the head of 
* Lectures and Meetings,” and assures the reader 
that the discourse was able and interesting. Some 
of the auditors who contrasted the size of the 
speaker with the magnitude of his theme were 
moved to ask themselvs whether the present gen- 
eration is not almost too spontaneous for healthy 
development. The closing exercises of the club 
this week Friday will be great. Aside from the 
discussion on what the Constitutional Convention 
ought to do, Dr. Ned Foote has arranged a unique 
and original program that promises to be simply 
out of sight. Dr. Ned himself will be the bright 
particular comet of the occasion. 

In the regular course of events the duchess of 
York, England, is as well as could be expected. 
The youngster is a boy, and differs from other male 
infants mainly in the fact that being heir to a throne 
he cannot expect to be president. He is born 
elected and wil hav no campaign expenses and 
biography. I call attention to this little shaver on 
account of the queer doings that attend the approach 
and appearance of one of his class. Everybody 
knows for a considerable period beforehand that 
either himself or bis sister will call upon his parents 
on or about a certain date. When his mother feels 
that his visit should not be longer deferred and 
makes announcement to that effect, the proceedings 
are most extraordinary. The men folks are not 
rushed out of the house, as with us. On the con- 
trary, several salaried functionaries, state and eccle- 
siastical, are at once sent for. The family doctor, 
of course, is there, while with him, in the royal 
bed-chamber, are the home secretary, the lord 
chancellor, and the archbishop of Canterbury. This 
seems incredible and a trifle barbarous, but it is 
said to be true and also English. From first to last 
these fellows stand around, like men waiting for a 
train, that they may verify and record the birth and 
sex of the infant, a precaution taken in accordance 
with custom in order to avoid mistakes as to pa- 
rentage, and it is said to work satisfactorily so far 
as the maternity is concerned; but there hav been 
occasions in the past when the committee must hav 
felt that they were a springtime, summer, and au- 
tumn too late to further depose. 


- In discussing the proposed constitutional amend- 


ment forbidding appropriations of public money 
for the support of sectarian charitable institutions, 
the Roman Catholics, the parties chiefly interested, 
are offering a practicable objection to the measure. 
They say that if the appropriations are stopped, the 
institutions “will hav to turn some of their in- 
That is true, and it shows the evil 
that has grown out of the bad habit of encourag- 
Protestant 
and Catholic institutions hav contended with each 
other for the possession of “ waifs,” each waif se- 
cured being the basis for a demand on the public 
treasury. Were the appropriations to cease, there 
Charity as an 
enterprise would be no longer profitable, and the in- 
stitutions would unload their present stock as fast 
The effect would at first appear Al be 

or 
examples, look at the results of the Parkhurst raids, 
which drove hundreds of social waifs from their 
homes and destroyed their means of livelihood ; the 
emancipation of the slaves, which threw upon their 
own resources a whole race of people who had been 
provided for previously by their owners; the aboli- 
tion of polygamy, breaking up families and leaving 
women unprotected; the interference with the 
liquor traffic, throwing hundreds out of employ- 
However these measures are viewed, whether 
any or all of them hav resulted in good, it is certain 
that they worked hardships as serious as those 
which the Roman Catholics claim would follow the 
withdrawal of public support from their asylums 


mates adrift.” 


ing sectarian asylums with state gifts. 


would be a glut in the waif market. 


as possible. 
bad, though not wholly without precedent. 


ment. 


and protectories. 


tion left to its own resources. 
drawn we would very soon be in a position to judge 
how much of its charity is benevolence and how 
much is business. On the general subject of char- 
ity Herbert Speneer has very sagely intimated that 
the surest way to encourage pauperism is to make 
elaborate provisions for the support of paupers. 
Gro. E. Macpvonarp. 


In the Field. 


On Sunday, May 27th, I gave two lectures in St. 
Joseph, Mo., where arrangements were made by 
that lifelong Liberal, Mr. G. G. Beck. The 
Turners gave us the free use of their hall, and fair 
audiences were present. St. Joseph has a popula- 
tion of about sixty thousand and is well supplied 
with religion. A convent with its military walls 
rises before the eye and a school for the preserva- 
tion of ignorance called the “ Young Men's College” 
will also attract the notice of thestranger. Liberals 
are by no means scarce. Mr. P. V. Wise, a sub- 
scriber to the Jnvestigator since 1845, never loses 
an opportunity to deal the old theology a blow. 


Next to him I may mention Messrs. J. J. Taylor, 


Fred Grasloff, Lewis Herwig, M. Truckenmiller, 
and Charles Ebersole. Tur TRUTH SEEKER has a 
large circulation among St. Joseph Freethinkers, 
and other Liberal papers are well represented. 

I was the guest of Mr. Béck, at whose home I 
spent many pleasant hours. Mr. Beck is a man 
who does us proud. He puts heart and soul into 
Freethought, and to him more than anyone else is 
due the fact that the lectures were successful. 

On Monday I left St. Joseph for Shenandoah, Ia., 
a town in the most charming section of south- 
western Iowa. Mr. J. C. Brown, Dr. Humphrey, 
and Mr. John Ross met me at the depot. Mr. 
Brown and Dr. Humphrey I had met at the Con- 
gress last fall. They take the activ part in our 
movement in Shenandosh and a large element of 
Liberals support them. Mr. A. S. Bailey, who is 
connected with the Sentinel, often fires red-hot shot 


into the orthodox camp. He writes tracts in reply 
‘to the preachers and circulates them extensivly. 


Mrs. Bailey is also enthusiastic in the great work 
of mental emancipation. My lectures were given in 
the lately erected Universalist church. Owing to 
my visit being at the time that the people were 
engaged in preparing for Decoration Day, I did not 
hav very large audiences, but they were attentiv 
and appreciativ. 

Shenandoah has fourteen churches and a Chris- 
tian college. The sanitary regulations of the city, 
like its religion, are very bad, and when walking some 
of the principal streets one is reminded that he has 
olfactory organs. These churches demand support 
from the business men under pain of the invincible 
Christian boycott, and it takes Mr. Ross to teach 
them a severe lesson, which he does when they ask 
him for a contribution. 

"While I was there the country was suffering 
from a seyere drouth which threatens the crops. 


The Catholic church by its teachings with regard 
to reckless propagation is responsible for the big 
litters of ill-begotten progeny that aftlict the com- 
munity, and those who support that church are 
morally bound to support the results of its doc- 
trins. I would therefore like to see that organiza-: 
With state aid with- 


Arrangements were made to bombard heaven and 
cause rain to fall in spite of God, who has been 
withholding it. Here is a triumph of science over 
theology. 

During the hot summer months I shall do but 
little lecturing. In August I start on my tri 
through the northern states. Friends in Atlantic 
in Iowa, Yankton in South Dakota, Fargo and Aus. 
lem in North Dakota, in Crookston, Fairmount, 
Adrian, and St. Charles in Minnesota, and in Pateh 
Grove and Whitehall in Wisconsin, hav written me, 
and I hope to hear from many more. If possible I 
want to spend a month in these states. 

In looking over a Christian paper, the Lutheran 
Observer, I find.a long article by Emilio Castelar, 
the noted Spanish Freethinker, upon the present 
state of European affairs. The Observer mentions 
the fact that he is an unbeliever and expresses sur- 
prise that an Infidel should entertain such sensible 
views, for it indorses all his sentiments. Of course 
it would hav been inconsistent with his róle asa 
minister for the editor of the Observer to tell hig 
readers that Infidels in all ages hav maintained the 
inalienable rights of impartial liberty, the pursuit of 
happiness, and equal justice to all, against Chris- 
tian despotism and persecution. Intelligent people 
are finding this to be true notwithstanding. 

In Des Moines there is an institution known as 
the “Sunbeam Mission.” Every Sunday morning 
it advertises a free breakfast to all men who will 
agree to accompany the superintendent to some or- 
thodox church, and free lemonade and cookies to . 
all children who will go to Sunday school. Relig- 
ion, like bitter medicin, must be given in small 
doses mixed with something palatable. Christian- 
ity has reached a point where it will take advantage 
of a man’s hunger to force upon him its stale dog- 
mas and unhealthy, demoralizing teachings. This 
is truly the Christian charity we hear so much 
about, where they compel one to giv up his man- 
hood for a crust. FRANKLIN STEINER. 

——————— : 


Sparks From the Lecture Field, 


Following up the train of events in the course of 
my work I eventually arrived &t Cincinnati, where I 
took part in & joint debate with Prof. J. S. Van 
Cleve before the Oh o Liberal Society. The subject 
was “Christian Morality vs. Secular Morality,” 
and my opponent, being in the affirmativ, opened 
the debate with a thirty-minute speech. The de- 
bate was nothing out of the usual line, except, per- 
haps, in the fact that the professor abstained from 
those gross personalities for which the “ debating ” 
element among the clergy stands distinguished. 
Socially, and on the platform, he is a thorough 
gentleman. His arguments were those common in 
such cases. Stereotyped, and even hoary with age, 
refuted time and again, it was an exceedingly easy 
task to meet them. He is not quite so orthodox as 
most of the preachers who hav debated with me, or 
asked question: at my lectures. He is a well-bred 
man, and possesseth a remarkable memory. At the 
conclusion he frankly admitted that he had been 
unequal to the task, although expressing a willing- 
ness to meet me again. His orthodoxy can be ac- 
counted for only through the power of association 
and the force of early training. 

À genuin desire to do good is no necessary part 
of any religious system, for when a man is in ear- 
nest about doing the right, then will he always do it, 
and he needs no compulsion. The debate was 
given before an audience of five or six hundred peo- 
ple, although an admission fee had been charged. 
They represented all shades of religious beliefs and 
disbeliefs, and we may safely assume that the Free- 
thinkers of the Garden City hav reaped a rich har- 
vest from the encounter. 

Three years ago this society first saw the light of 
day—a small beginning then, but the results hav 
been great and lasting. Impositions and frauds of 
all kinds hav bean exposed and brought to light 
through them. The society is now a recognized 
and permanent institution in the city. I gave the 
opening lecture of the society, and am always 
pleased to visit our friends in Cincinnati. Stout 
hearts and willing hands hav made such a marked 
and decided improvement that the future seems 
filled with bright promises and hopes. 

Mechanicsburg was the next place on my list. I 
gave three lectures here to good audiences. A 
church dedication was in progress at the time, and 
many people, even some Liberals, had been labor- 
ing under the impression that our lectures had been 
got up for the mere purpose of & special opposition. 
This is not true, for my dates had been set long 
before the date of dedication had been made known ; 
and I would say that the reverse would be far 
nearer the truth. But when will Liberals cease at- 
tending the churches, and even contributing to 
their support? Can they learn anything new? Or 
do they gain anything by it? Do nof they thus 
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assist in the welding of the chain that binds down 
the freedom of their thoughts, utterances, and ac- 
tions? 

A debt of seven thousand dollars still hung over 
the new church; a special sky-pilot had been im- 
ported from New York to raise the amount, and sô 
well did he succeed in terrifying the people with 
hell and damnation that he quickly raised the re- 
quired sum with an additional three thousand. 
Thus are the providence and the labors of the peo- 
ple diverted from a useful channel. Ten thousand 
dollars given toward the erection of churches in 
which to worship a dream tyrant ‘n the skies, while 
‘thousands of poor little children are sobbing them- 
selvs in hunger to sleep every night ! 

I spent one day with George Van Ness, another 
with his brother, J. S. Van Ness, and another with 
Mr. Cheney and his family, an old Liberal of many 
years standing. His family all share in his belief, 
and general good cheer is found in their home. 
Jake Van Ness and Wm. Munn stand with the boys 
in our ranks at the head of the column. Elmer 
Miller came from Crayon and stayed over until the 
lectures were through. 

Delphos comes next in turn, and here again I giv 
thres lectures. Less than a year ago this town had 
its first Freethought lectures, and in this short pe- 
riod of time it has developed and maintained a suc- 
cessful and constantly strengthening Freethought 
organization. Good advertising in the surrounding 
country—one of the secrets.of success in our meet- 
ings—brought in many visitors, some friends com- 
ing from Continental, Lima, and Dixon. One feat- 
ure was noticeable in this instance—the large 
increase in the attendance of women. This is a 
circumstance worthy of full appreciation when we 
consider that these are the mothers of immediate 
posterity. 

«Joe Roth’s church" is bound to be a success. 
Already it has become a source of despair to the 
local clergy. The deacons perform their duties 
faithfully and well, and here in this little Ohio town 
may be recognized one grand truth: While we can 
not all be lecturers, writers, or poets, we can all 
join in the great and glorious work of human prog- 
ress, and thus hasten the ultimate triumph of our 
cause. 

During the summer months I shall lecture in 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Illinois. I hav 
already a few engagements upon my list in each of 
the states named. I want the Liberals to assist us 
in our work, arrange for lectures wherever possible, 
&nd help us to keep up a constant agitation against 
church domination. Jonn R. OmanLEBWORTH, 

Secretary Freethought Federation of America, 
284 S. Water st, Chicago, Ill. 


M &————————————— 


It is hard to tell whether the atrocities perpe- 
irated by the English in Africa are worse than those 
of the Germans in Africa, or those of the French in 
Africa. But the reports frem the English in Ma- 
shonaland, and the French at Timbuctoo, and the 
Germans in the Cameroons, are certainly most re- 
pulsiv reading for any civilized people. Savages of 
the blackest hue were never guilty of more cruel or 
more infamous deeds than the troops and the agents 
of these three European powers hav recently been 
guilty of in Africa. Africa seems doomed to suffer 
from the progress of the thing called Christian civ- 
ilization.—JVew York Sun. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Heston’s cartoon on the first page was suggested 
by the following remarks by Leonard Moody, lead- 
ing trustee of the Tabernacle, as reported by the 
New York correspondent of the Portland (Maine) 
Eastern Argus: 

ss ‘That fire,’ said Mr. Moody, earnestly, ‘was a provi- 
dential dispensation, I think it was Christ's way of help- 
ing us. He certainly did help us, I think. After I got 
in the board we paid all our current obligations. We 
got the Sage mortgage extended. We raised money by 
popular appeal. We did all we could, and then Dr. Tal- 
mage preached his farewell sermon. And then,’ he con- 
tinued, in a slow and solemn voice, ‘Christ said to us: 
‘Boys, you've done well. TIl relieve you of your 
troubles.” And then he burned the church.’ As Mr. 
Moody uttered these last words his voice sank almost to 


a whisper and his manner was intensely earnest.” 
—e 


Judge McAdam of the Superior Court rendered 
an eminently just decision in this city recently. A 
workman in the employ of the elevated road had on 
Sunday fallen from a badly built scaffold and re- 
ceived probably permanent injuries. A jury gave 
him $15,000 damages. The company asked for a 
new trial, one of the grounds being that as the mis- 
hap occurred on Sunday “the workman was a 
wrong-doer before the law and therefore not entitled 
to recover.” It was shown that the workman was 
laboring under the supervision of the railroad’s 
foreman. Judge McAdam refused to grant a new 
trial, brushing aside the citations from the opinions 
of Massachusetts courts as irrelevant, inasmuch as 
the decisions of the Bay state courts “depend so 
much on the peculiar legislation and customs of that 
commonwealth as to be regarded as inapplicable to 
injuries received in this state.” No honest man 
can defend a law which would relieve from respon- 
sibility the employer whose workmen hav been in- 
jured by reason of his culpable negligence. All 
such laws are unjust, and they are unconstitutional, 
because they deny and nullify the obligation of con- 
tracts. The same vital objection lies against all 
statutes that permit employers and third parties to 
sue for the recovery of wages paid for Sunday work. 
In this category is included the infamous Kyle- 
Johnson National Sunday Rest bill, pending in Con- 
gress. 


In its fanatical hatred of the Sunday newspaper 
the Christian Statesman wildly declares: 

“ The. highwayman, who holds up his victim for his 
money, breaks the law for gain. The publisher of the 
Sunday newspaper does the same thing for the same pur- 
pose. The excuse that it is to meet a demand or a neces- 
sity in the community, is & simple subterfuge. If there 
were no money in it, there would be no Sunday paper.” 

If there were no money in it there would be no 
stores and steamship lines and book binderies and 
florists and an amazingly small number of preachers, 
Men and women of common sense, who want to 
earn their living as they go along, are not likely to 
deliberately choose or long willingly remain in a 
business or profession that yields no returns. It 
is no more discreditable to make money publishing 
a, Sunday paper then it is to make it running a farm 
or conducting a manufacturing enterprise or selling 
shoe laces on the streets. Noone but a bigot for 
whom there is no hope would hav the audacity to 
class together the highwayman and the Sunday 
newspaper publisher. Who is compelled to buy the 
Sunday paper or read it or advertise init? And 
who the more resembles the highwayman, the pub- 
lisher who givs his customers a big five cents’ worth 
of reading for his nickel, or the minister who 
preaches about morality in an untaxed church and 
advocates the forcible legal appropriation of one- 
seventh of the citizen's time for the benefit of said 


minister and his partners? 


The advocates of Sunday laws claim to hav dis- 
covered in nature a basis for Sabbath laws. We 
are told by them that car wheels will crack if kept 
running seven days in the week! This and all 
similar claims are simply ingenious sophistries, in- 
vented to justify the existence and enforcement of 
Sunday laws. The facts are simply these: While 
the day, the month, and the year are indicated in 
nature, and the time for physical rest and recupera- 
tion by the regularly recurring daily periods of 
darkness, inducing sleep, there is nothing in nature 
indicating the division of time into weeks. The 
grass grows as fast, the waves dash as high, the sun 
shines as bright, and the storm beats as loud on 
the Sabbath as on other days. The robin builds 
her nest and the beaver his dam a8 industriously 
on the day set apart by the creator as holy time as 
on the other six days. That Sabbath laws 
are religious is evident from the following facts: 
1. They originated when the church and the state 
were first united. The first Sunday law was enacted 
by Constantine, who is commonly known as the 
first Christian emperor. 2. The demand for them 
comes only from religious people, and those whom 

‘they succeed in enlisting with them in their cause. 
_8. The disregard of them is decried because it 
‘lessens church attendance; the enforcement of 
them, then, must be to increage church attendance, , 
—Jhe World of Mystery. 


The Nashville Christian Advocate observes that 
*religion has been greatly damaged in its robust 


that Jesus was “the pattern of womanish mildness, 
the impersonation of sanctified weakness." It adds 
that “the modern Christ is the creation of poetry, 
painting, sentiment. It is not the Ohrist of the 
New Testament.” This harmonizes with our often- 
expressed opinion that there was a direct connec- 
tion between the teachings attributed to Jesus and 


vigor, in its militant force,” by the latter-day view 


the indescribable atrocities that buried the world 
in blood in the ages when religion was in the 
heyday of its “robust vigor" and hurled its “ mili- 
tant force" as a whirlwind of malevolent destruc- 
tion against nearly everything that was tender and 
true, just and free and noble, in the nations over 
which hung its dense black clouds of ignorance and 
hate. The Christian Advocate devotes two and a 
half columns of one issue to a defense of the dogma 
of eternal hell, arguing that it has been one of the 
mightiest of forces for the salvation of man. It is 
refreshing to find now and then a Christian who 
has not learned to play fast and loose with the 
creed of Christendom, but it is fortunate also for 
the world that there are too few of this kind of the 
professed followers of the old believers to set up 
another inquisition or hang witches once more on 
Salem hill. Here is what the editor in question 
concludes about “ Christ and Hell :” 

‘* These instances will suffice to show that humanity, 
as Christ taught, must be restrained, emancipated, and 
stimulated by the dootrin of eternal punishment. He 
deals with human nature as it is, the most irrepressible 


and lawless thing, and he moves, elevates, and regener- © 
ates it by the mightiest moving forces." 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, corner of Broad and 
Wallace, in Warner Music Hall, Philadelphia. 


Tue First Secular Church of Portland, Or., meets in 
Central Labor Council Hall, 170} Second street near 
Yamhill, every Sunday at 7.30 P. Mm. Katie Kehm 
Smith, lecturer. Sunday-schoolin same place at 12:80 P. w. 


Tux Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 82 Monroe avenue. 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening st 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and dure Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. i 


Tu Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for May: 

June 29th—Last meeting of the season. Five minute 
speeches on ‘‘What One Thing Would You Hav the 
Constitutional Convention Do?" alternating with 
musical and elocutionary entertainment. Admission, 
10 cents, at the door. 


Tux great procession in honor of the seventeenth 
national feast of the Germau singing societies helped to 
draw many away from the Manhattan Liberal Olub last: 
Friday evening when Edward Dobson lectured on 
**Spontaneous Generation.” It was an able and interest- 
ing lecture and those that were there seemed to appre- 
ciate it. The lecturer claims that as life is a mode of 
motion, and as motion is co-existent and co-eternal with 
matter, life must also be eternal. And he also ssid, in 
that case there can be no origin of life, only a develop- 
ment of the forms which exhibit life. He thus accounted 
for the forms by saying that water contains all the chem- 
ical affinities necessary to make protoplasm, the first form 
of life, and that in the intermingling of the element such 
formations would arise and in due time become stable 
and progress in the course of evolution. Heals: reviewed 
the objections against the theory, both theological and 
scientific, and described the ideas some of theold Grecian 
philosophers, especially. Lucretius, had in regard to the 
problem of life. 


S. P. Putnam’s Lecture Appointments. 


Ir bas been necessary to make some changes in the 
previous announcements. The following are the dates 
from June 23d to September 10th in Iowa, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Montana. 
Those in Washington and Oregon desiring lectures 
during September and October will please address S. P. 
Putnam, in care of E. C. Reichwald, 284 South Water 
street, Chicago, Iil. 


Nevinsville, Greenfield, Orient, and Oreston, Ia., June 
29th-July 8th. f 
Shell Rock, Waverly, and Clarksville, Ia., July 10th to 

15th. 


Sidnaw, Mich., July 19-24. 

Drummond Mich., July 26-80. 

Neillsville, Wis., Aug 2-6. 

Whitehall, Wis., Aug. 7-9. 

Fargo, N. Dak., Aug. 1ł-14. 

Crookston, Minn., Aug. 15-17. 

Hoople, N. Dak. Aug, 18-21. 

Fort Maginnis, Mont , Aug. 26th to Sept. 10th. 


A public-spirited citizen comes handsomely to 
the assistance of the pure-minded and self-sacrificing 
A. Comstock in this letter to the World: “Think- 
ing it the duty of all good citizens to aid Mr. 
Anthony Comstock in his crusade against indecency, 
I desire to cali Mr. Comstock’s attention to the 
large number of children born in the city in a state 
of nudity. Mr. Comstock should check this prac- 
tice by seizing and destroying these horrible ex- 
amples of the nude.—A Comsrodxrrz.” 


--— - —— — ——————— ——— — 

The horses which the angels rode during the 
“late unpleasantness” in heaven all had legs, 
which they worked vigorously in space, while sail- 
ing along on their wings, some galloping, some 
trotting, and some pacing. Whenever they struck 
a cloud they would swamp down, drowning both 
horse and angel. 
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Letters of Friends. 


In Sorrow’s Shadow. 

SYLVANIA, O., June 11, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I ask your pardon for my 
delay in renewing. I hav no ides of ever 
allowing my name dropped from your list 
as long as I am able to raise the price. I 
am suffering under great bereavement in 
the loss of my dearly beloved wife, Mary G. 
Burnham, who passed out (by suicide 
caused by disease of brain) April 8, 1894. 
By a previous arrangement our old friend 
and champion of Freethought, J. H. Burn- 
ham, officiated. Mary wasa life-long Free- 

thinker. H. E. BURNHAM. 


He Buys, Reads, and Lends. 
GERMANTOWN, Pa., June 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $7 for re- 
newal of subscription, ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years. of Freethought,” ‘‘ Thumbscrew 
and Rack,” ‘Religion a Curse," ‘‘ Lect- 
ures on Astronomy.” Money is rather 
scarce, but we must do what we can to 
help the cause along. 

Now, I don’t wish you to send those 
other books if you cannot afford to do it 
out of the amount I send you, but I want 
to get all the books I can afford, because I 
like to lend them out where I think they 
will be likely to do good. 

WrinniAM HOLMES, 


. Mr. Putnam at Northport. 

NonrHromr, N. Y., June 17, 1894. 
Mr. Epitor: Mr. Putnam has spent a 
week with us and has fired another bomb 
into the Christian camp, for you must 
know that when an Infidel comes to North- 
wort he is treading upon holy ground, 
One thing our Christian friends must get 
credit for; they will not come to ask any 
questions, and by pursuing this course they 
sre able to make up their minds that they 
bav got the best of the argument, for when 
a Ohristian meets his match he becomes 
both deaf and dumb. Even the Rev. Dr. 
Saunders did not hav the pluck to come to 
any of the meetings this time and pay his 
respects to Mr, Putnam, but still he could 
not resist the temptation to come to the 
door and having a look at him; whether 
some unseen power drove him there or not 
I don’t know. Persons sitting near the 
rear observed the dominie’s intelligent 
face peering in at the door; probably he 
was getting material for hisSunday sermon, 
but as soon as the lecture was over he dis- 
appeared as ghosts did in Bible times. 
Well, we did not get many Christians into 
the hall, but they were around the build- 
ing; they were about the windows and 
doors, whistling and talking, and every 
now and then there could be observed two 
or three faces of men and women furtivly 
glancing through the doorway; probably 
they wanted to hav the satisfaction of see- 
ing & real live Infidel, and I am pleased to 
say that they saw one, and a good substan- 
tial one at that. I think he would make as 
good-looking a figure for a statue or fora 
picture as any of the illustrious dominies 
round about here. We had another little 
Christian trick played on us. We had 
some hand bills thrown around the village, 
but they were soon gathered up and gotten 
out of sight. They were printed for the 
purpose of letting our Christian friends 
know that Mr. Putnam was going to reply 
to Mr. Hastings, the great anti. Infidel who 
came to Northport for the purpose of 
making it so hot for Infidelity that no In- 
fidel would come to the place any more. 
He was advertised as if he was the great I 
Am. He came, they barricaded him be- 
hind the altar, the minister stood sentry 
over him, and it was then given out that 
there must be no questions asked; if any- 
one wished to do so he must write to Mr. 
Hastings. Well, he atarted off to tell chil- 
dren’s stories, such as the hen and the 
eggs, the man and the watch, such as I 
used to hear amongst children when I went 
toschool. And he told the riddles, but he 
was like any other child; he did not answer 
them himself. But then the whole of 
Christianity is a mass of riddles which they 
cannot answer themeselvs, and they will not 

ask an Infidel. J. Scorr. 


The Happiness of Humanity Is Our Re- 
ligion. 
EvANSVILLE, IND., June 5, 1894. 


Mx. Eprror: I hav never seen any let.! 


tersin your paper from the Freethinkers 
of Evansville, so I come to the front and 
ask for a little space in your valuable 
paper. I ama telegraph operator as well 
as aà true and full-fledged Freethinker. In 
my daily work at the keys I “‘ think often, 
full often of you.” I hav twice during the 
past year had occasion to speak from the 
rostrum to the people of my nativ state, 
Kentucky, about the greatest of all great 
causes, the liberty and freedom of speech 
and thought. I am a free talker on mat- 
ters pertaining to religion and very fre- 
quently my orthodox acquaintances call 
mea ''damned fool," an expression that 
has ever been considered by them through 
the countless ages of the past as the Koh 

inoor of all the jewels of speech and is the 
usual reply given by them to all argu- 
ments which they cannot answer. 

This morning there was handed to me a 
small envelope issued by one of the Bap- 
tist churches of this city soliciting the 
amount of $2.50 from each person who re- 
ceives one of the envelopes; needless to 
say that I did not giv them anything, for 
near the top of the envelope was this in- 
scription, ‘‘Giv what you can and God 
will bless you;” that is, if you do not giv 
that which you can God will not bless you. 
What is the blessing of such a God as that 
worth? 

I cannot see that the church-givers are 
any more blessed than I am, and I know a 
great many of them who are not blessed as 
much as I am. My opinion is that we are 
blessed just in the proportion that we 
bless ourselvs and bless one another, and 
we are not, in my judgment, indebted to 
the church, the Bible, or to the useless 
leaflets, to the Baptist, or any other church, 
for our knowledge of true happiness. I 
am & Freethinker and I am glad of it. 

We know by reading history, and the 
Bible itself shows conclusivly as anything 
can, that religion has been the cause of a 
great deal of bloodshed and woe and un- 
happiness in this world, and it is, in the 
words of Ingersoll ‘‘the great corrupter 
of the people.” We find that just in pro- 
portion as we educate the people the less 
use they hav for that myth called ‘‘relig- 
ion.” The more knowledge we hav the 
greater our happiness will be, The closer 
we adhere to the natural, that which is, 
the greater will be our contempt for the 
supernatural or unnatural, and I hope the 
day will not be long postponed when this 
country will be truly great and free. Let 
us hurry the cause of freedom and estab 
lish a free country for our children and 
our children’s children. May the time 
come when our children cannot hear the 
word ‘‘religion” pronounced without 
bringing the blush of shame to the cheek 
of modesty. 

We should teach the people of the world 
that the happiness of humanity is our 
religion, a religion greater far than all the 
wealth beneath the sea, and show to them, 
too, that the greatest devil, or Satan 
known to mankind is the church. | 

There is no Secular Union in this city, 
and I should be pleased to hav some of 
tue organizers visit this city and make an 
effort to establish such a Union, for, I as- 
sure you, it is greatly needed; and al- 
though there are quite à number of Free- 
thinkers here, we should be organized 
and hav a lecture occasionally to arouse 
the spirit of progression. 

Ingersoll lectured here at the Grand 
Opera House, May 5, 1893, on that great 
man, Shakspere, to a full house. Who 
will be the next one to come forward and 
proclaim the truth? 


Yours for freedom, R L, Leears, 


Probably He Will Reap the Whirlwind. 
NrznAaB, Car., June 12, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrong: Kindly permit me a little 
space for another presentation of a subject 
which, before the appearance of an article 
by L. G. Reed in Tue TRUTH SEEKER of 
May 12th, almoet relapsed into a condition 
of innocuous desuetude. There are certain 
things in this world which: are studiously 
tabooed; so the Liberal persistently re- 
fuses to see woman suffrage as it should 
be viewed y every man who calls himself 
a Freethinker—viz., in the light of another 
Kyle Sunday bil. Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
has filled columns denouncing the Kyle 
bill; not one word against woman suffrage, 
which, if the signs of the times point to 


anything, wil work a greater destruction ! 


to our personal liberty and liberty of con- 
science than half a dozen Kyle bills. Mr. 
Reed says: '*At no time has Christianity 
treated woman as man's equal" Chris- 
tianity is at the present time in these 
United States treating woman as man's 
equal in every respect, aud in many re- 
spects as his superior. All this talk about 
Christianity treating woman as an inferior 
in this country makes me tired. There 
are comparativly very few preachers who 
do not advocate woman suffrage, and relig- 
ious people in general giv to woman as 
much liberty to do as. they please (except 
in certain social forms and usages decreed 
by custom and as much obeyed by Liber- 
als as by Christians) as any Freethinkers. 
Christians may be foolish in their beliefs, 
but they sre certainly not so in their 
manner of perpetuating’ Christianity. 
Some time since the sister of Speaker 
Crisp sent letters to seven or eight of the 
most prominent women of the country re- 
questing their opinion on woman suffrage. 
Strange as it may seem to woman suffrag- 
ists, a majority of these women were not 
in favor of granting the ballot to women. 
Of course the religious question was care- 
fully avoided in their answers. This is a 
point, you know, on which you must not 
touch, no matter how important to pres- 
ent or future generations. Miss Frances 
Willard’s answer, to a person who reads 
between the lines, tells the tale. She says 
among other things, that where woman 
bas been allowed to vote immoral persons 
and liquor fiends hav been made to 
tremble before the majesty of the law. 
This, in other words, means that Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, R. G., Ingersoll S. P. 
Putnam, and all other horrid Infidels, will 
ere long tremble in their boots. 

You will notice how those people always 
cloak their villainous attempts at our liberty 
with the phrases, **Regulation of the liquor 
traffic” (prohibition); ‘‘Sunday rest” 
(inquisition); ‘‘ Lottery matter and ob- 
scene matter not allowed to go through 
the mails” (press censorship, aimed at 
Tan TRUTH SEEKER and other *''blas- 
phemous " publications). 

Can you think for a moment that woman 
will be content to merely drop her ballot 
like an automaton. Not much; the most 
of them will do as did one of their leaders, 
whose sentiments, very forcibly expressed 
to the writer, were, that no Infidel should 
be allowed to hold office or hav anything 
whatever to say in the government. Talk 
about narrow-mindedness! Can any being 
on the face of the earth come up to a 
woman in that respect? And these are 
the creatures who want to turn the tables 
on their present lords aud masters! They 
are the beings who want the word **male" 
stricken out of the constitution of the 
state of New York! If woman gets the 
ballot in the next fifty years, it will retard 
the cause of freedom twice that many 
years, What are they doing at the pres- 
ent moment in New Zealand, where all 
respectable females over twenty-one 
years of age are entitled to vote? At 
the last election, wherever there was a 
candidate whose ‘‘morals” were of a 
dubious standing he was unmercifully cut. 
Let me remark here that there are very 
few women indeed who can distinguish 
any difference between morality and relig- 
ion. I hava notion it would be as impos- 
sible in that country for an Infidel to be 
chosen for office as for the rich man, the 
camel, needle’s eye, etc., of Bible fame. 

ALBERT SANDBERG. 


Mortuary—H. M. Fisher. 


Pexacoor, N. H., June 12, 1894, 

How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this 

bank. —Shakspere. 

A good man, s stanch Freethinker and 
radical has disappeared, a busy, activ life 
on earth is stilled. Hirani Mason Fisher 
was born in Danville, Vt., Aug. 10, 1817; 
died (as it is popular to say) June 8, 1894, 
at 1:30 P.M., at his home in Penacook, 
"N. H., where he had lived thirty years. His 
sickness was short and painless—taking his 
bed only Monday before the Friday of his 
death, which was peaceful and without a 
struggle. ‘‘ Death and his brother sleep,” 
the beautiful, brave, suffering Shelley 
said. d 

Both his parents were Baptists; the 
father, Lewis Fisher, being a minister of 
some local fame. The son, being of an 
ardent temperament, early in his teens 
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espoused the tenets of his parents, being 
baptized in winter, when it took some 
courage to be dipped through s hole cut 
in the ice in a Vermont climate. 

He received only a common school edu- 
cation, but, being very fond of reading 
and investigating all questions, in a few 
years he evoluted into more light and be- 
came a Universalist, which at that time 
was more unpopular than to be an Atheist 
to-day. He then read phrenology, hydro. 


‘pathy, etc., as taught by Combe, the 


Fowlers, Dr. Trall and others, and be. 
came an earnest defender of their teach- 
ings. About the same time he read Gar. 
rison's paper, the Liberator, and became 
an Abolitionist, Astronomy and geology 
next attracted his attention and of these 
he was 8 great reader ever after. Then ` 
eame Paine's political and religious works, 
Voltaire, Hume, etc., when he found him- 
self in a still more fascinating and useful 
light—a Freethinker of the broadest and 
most advanced type, remaining’ so to the 
last. He saw nearly, if not entirely, 
around the horizon of progress, and was 
never dazed by its light. 

Though plain in dress and unassuming 
in manner, he was always among the ad- 
vance guard in reform, ready to accept 
any truth, however unpopular, and to aid 
any cause tending to free the race from 
any and all forms of superstition and 
tyranny—religious, political, financial, or 
social. He was not, I am glad to say, one 
of those reformers who think they hav 
attained the top round of the ladder of 
progress and freedom when they hav only 
got rid of religious superstitions, He op- 
posed with zeal and good sense the funda- 
mental principles usually advocated by 
ministers, doctors, and lawyers. 

He was an earnest and devoted sympa- 
thizer with D. M. Bennett, E. H. Hey- 
wood, Moses Harman, and others, in all 
their unjust and trying persecutions and 
imprisonments under the Comstock stat- 
utes, taking. all their papers and reading . 
them thoroughly and many of their books, 
and aiding some, if not all, with money. 

He was a great reader, as well as attentiv 
to his business, having alibrary of one thou- 
sand volumes of history, biography, and 
the various reforms of our time, and he was 
familiar with most of them. Atthe time 
of his death he was taking twenty-three 
papers and magazines, including nearly all 
those devoted to radical reform—the Zn- 
vestigator, THE TRUTH SEEKER, Lucifer, 
Liberty, Ironclad Age, etc.—besides 
dailies and weeklies of all political parties, 
He kept. posted on all the political in- 
trigues, but was more especially devoted 
to the radical questions of our day that 
the daily papers dare not, or do not, touch, 
and which he thought they had ** not brains 
enough to comprehend.” 

He arose at 4 a.m. and on Sundays 
earlier in order to do the large amount of 
reading he always had on hand. He was 
temperate, even abstemious, in hig habits, 
never using tea, coffee, cider, beer, nor 
any kind of spirituous liquors. In early 
life he used tobacco, but left it off entirely 
many years ago. He ate meat very 
sparingly, was a vegetarian in theory and 
nearly so in practice, and very much op- 
posed to capital punishment and all forms 
of cruelty. He was never confined to his 
bed with sickness a day in his life until 
June 4, 1894, had a fine physique and mag- 
netic temperament. He told me a year 
ago that even at that age—seventy-five 
years —while polishing his nx handles 
sparks of light would often be seen escap- 
ing from the ends of his fingers. His lips 
at the time of his death were as pink and 
beautifal as most young persons’. He was 
a reticent man, shunning instead of seek- 
ing society, yet fearless in expressing bis 
opinions on any and all questions when 
called upon to do go, and he was known 
for his sterling integrity and sincerity, his 
word being as good as his note or bond, 

The funeral was held at his pleasant, 
commodious home, Sunday, June 10th, 
Rev. Mr. Illman, a Universalist from 
Concord, officiating. It was a very Lib- 
eral, progressiv discourse for a believer in 
Christianity, and Iam told by those who 
hear him often that he, with many other 
prominent ministers of to-day, does not 
believe in the infallibity of the Bible nor 
in the immaculate conception. He is a 
very fine looking and attractiv appearing 
man, and I hope he is leading his congre 
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gation into broader and more delightfu 
fields of light and liberty. In closing the 
funeral services he repeated the poem, 
* He Who Died at Azim,” with marked 
ability and attractivness. 

Our friend Fisher did not believe in im- 
mortality and made no provision as to his 
funeral, though he appears to hav had a 
presentiment of his death, for he told his 
son, who was in business with him, the 
last time he left the manufactory, that he 
should probably never return there again. 
That was twelve days before his death. 

He left a wife, seventy-three years old, 
and four children—Mrs. Harriet Barnard, 
of Concord, N. H.; Mrs. Gertrude Gar- 
land, of New Haven, Conn.; Charles 
Fisher, of Allentown, N. H., where their 
manufactory is, and Miss Myrta Fisher, 
at their home in Penacook, N. H. 

Jay CHAAPEDL. 


Again Rhadamanthus and the A. P. A.’s, 
Wasuineron, D. C. June 17, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I do not like to occupy so 
much of the very valuable space of TuE 
TROTA SEEKER in apologizing for the exist- 
ence of the American Proteotiv Associa- 
tion, but your somewhat lengthy comment 
upon my letter concerning this organiza- 
tion in your issue of June 9th justifies me 
in asking for a little room in which I want 
to show you that (again using the words of 
our friend Reynolds) ‘‘ you are away off," 
and what you are most ‘‘off” on is this: 
That you do not recognize or acknowledge 
the aid of any man or body of men in the 
great work of secularizing the govern- 
ment who do not place themselvs broadly 
upon the advanced platform of the modern 
Freethinker. How long, think you, would 
the few thousand Freethinkers in America 
be eliminating from the organic law and 
the statutes the ecclesiasticism which by 
the leniency of the founders of the govern- 
ment it was made possible for religious 
fanatics to worm in such veins of churchism 
as hay all along tended to combine what 
these founders intended and hoped would 
be separate in this country, viz, church 
and state? It is is no insignificant warfare 
we hav on our hands. It would hav been 
comparativly easy for the generations 
following the Jeffersons and Paines and 
Franklins of those times to hav widened 
the principles of religious liberty incorpo- 
rated. in our system ‘of government by 
them, and so by this time hav succeeded in 
eliminating the last vestige of ecclesiasti- 
cism therefrom, if only Quakerism, Wes- 
leyism, Episcopalianism, or Presbyterian- 
ism had been in the way; and these only 
appeared to them as in the way at that 
time. Hence the incompleteness of the 
fundamental Jaw-barriers erected by them. 
But no sooner were the foundations of relig- 
ious freedom laid down in America than 
Rome awoke from & temporary lethargy, 
and glancing with wistful eye across the 
ocean, saw, 28 that devil of fifteen hundred 
years alone is capable of seeing, 2 new 
government to subdue, and a new conti- 
nent upon which to rear her stupendous 
fabricof tyranny. It might require:a cen- 
tury or a dozen centuries, said she, to 
capture the new republic; but Rome never 
sleeps. And we hav been warned of her 
intentions by every thoughtful historian, 
and statesman, and warrior from Lafayette 
to Lincoln, and yet there seem to be peo- 
ple among us who do not see, or who will 
not open their eyes to see, that we are on 
the very brink of destruction from this one 
source, Don’t talk to me sbout the present 
being a warfare upon the religion of the 
Catholic. Catholicism is not a religion; 
never has been. If it were a system of re- 
ligion merely, we could classify it with all 
the other religious superstitions of the 
world, and along with the Freethinker and 
the Secularist work for its overthrow 
upon these lines. And therefore I ask you, 
dear Mr. Editor, first get rid of the idea 
that the American Protectiv Association, as 
an organization, ‘‘ discriminates ” against 
the Romanist ** on account of his religion;” 
and itis unjust that you should quote in 
evidence against the order the editorial 
statement of the Omaha American or any 
other journal that sides with us in this 
final effort to overthrow this Modern Ma- 
chiavelianism in America. Shall we not 
accept the assistance of all, irrespectiv of 
minor considerations, who will, in any 
way contribute to the defense of the 
nation? Do we not gladly accept and wel- 


come the assistance of the Seventh Day 
Adventists in our fight with Rome's dis- 
guised lieutenants, the National Reform 
Association, who are aiding her to insinu- 
ate religious legislation into our laws? We 
do not approve of their church doctrins, 


. yet we gladly accept their powerful aid in 


our noble work of secularization. And so 
long as Dr. King and the National League 
render so valuable aid to Brother Putnam 
when that veteran warrior bursts in upon 
a Congressional Committee charged with 
the consideration of any anti-secular meas- 
ure, why should we object if he or his 
society are not exactly up to the advanced 
position upon these questions taken by the 
Freethinker? Who of us during the bitter 
fight over the Indian Appropriations bill 
just brought to a close in Congress yester- 
day, and as usual terminating in a victory 
for the Catholic ‘‘church,” stopped to con- 
sider the religious complexion of the gal- 
lant two dozen who stood nobly out against 
the infamous measure? And none did 
better work against it than Dr. King and 
his assistants. The Ameriésn Protectiv 
Association, as I said before, cares nota 
fig about the religious views of any one, 
It is not fighting anybody's religion. Do 
not forget this. ‘*No religion can be 
crushed out by political combinations,” 
say youin your comments. In the name 
of all the gods at once, if the civil or polit. 
ical power or *' combination " cannot crush 
out the supremacy of religion in our gov- 
ernment, what can? The Freethinkers in 
the American Protectiv Association are not 
fraternizing with Protestants on any 
sectarian platform: 

I inclose a 6opy.of the platform of the 
American Protectiv Association—an au- 
thorized platform of principles—which I 
wish you to scan carefully (and reprint if 
you will) and if you discover in it any 
sectarianism I promis you I will not for a 
day longer remain in codperativ associa- 
tion with the organization. It constitutes 
the basic principles for which the order is 
contending, and I cannot for my life see 
why Freethinkers—who are loyal and 
patriotic if any persons are--should not 
affiliate with any and all others who adopt 
these patriotic principles and contend for 
their supremacy in our government, Asa 
Freethinker I stand firmly by the *'* De- 
mands of Liberalism,” but I think I can 
best contribute to the ultimate realization 
of those demands by accepting the co- 
operation of all Americans who place 
fealty to law and government above the 
dictum of a political power wholly alien to 
anything American and whose adherents 
are by the highest authority taught to be- 
lieve, and sworn to obey, the utterances 
which teach that -‘‘the Catholic religion 
with all its rights ought to be exclusivly 
dominant in such sort that every other 
worship shall be banished and interdicted ” 
(Pope Pius IX.), and that ‘‘it is an error 
to believe that the church ought to be 
separated from the state, and the state 
from the church” (Pope Pius IX., in his 
Syllabus of Errors). Then, later, ‘‘ We 
can hav the United States in ten years, 
and I want to giv you three points for your 
consideration: The Indians, the negroes, 
and the public schools” (Archbishop 
Ireland, in a speech at Rome, 1892). This 
scheme of Ireland’s is the greatest plan of 
war ever mapped out, and Catholic victo- 
ries all along the line prove its wisdom and 
strategy. i 

I find I hav written already too long a 
letter and hav not nearly covered the 
ground laid out or called up by your com- 
ments, so I close with this one precaution- 
ary remark, Do not imagin for a moment 
that the Freethinkers in the American 
Protectiv Ássociation do not know what 
they are about, or that the organization 
with which they are allied is battling 
against Jesuitry on account of any little 
tin Jesuses or wafer gods its adherents 
worship. We are aiding in the overthrow 
of popery throughout the world, and I re- 
peat that the United States should, and 
soon must, banish from its confines, as all 
other nations of the earth hav been 
obliged to do, the infernal devilfish of 
Jesuitism, or our republic will soon be at 
an end. RHADAMANTHUS, 

[It is Rhadamanthus who is **away off,” 
for we do not refuse to recognize the aid 
of those who do not ‘‘place themselvs 
broadly upon the advanced platform of 
the modern Freethinker.” Weare willing 


to accept all the help we can get, but this 
does not render it necessary for us to join 
the ranks of one sectarian organization in 
order to giv battle to another. We will 
fight the bad principles of both in our own 
way and leave them to weaken each other’s 
strength in their own ways. Whatever 
of good results from their internecine 
strife we shall heartily welcome. Neither 
do we ask these people to place themselvs 
upon the Freethought platform, as Rha- 
damanthus asserts; but we do want them 
to stand honestly and actually upon the 
secular platform upon which they now 
stand only in profession. There is a vast 
difference between the two. Every Free- 
thinker must logically be a secularist 
(and that is why we cannot be a member 
of the American Protectiv Association nor 
of any of its affiliated societies), but not 
every secularist is a Freethinker, as is 
shown by the Adventists. And right here 
it is well to answer Rhadamanthus’s ques- 
tion in reference to our acceptance of the 
aid of these same Adventists. Most as- 
suredly we do accept their assistance and 
regard them as close allies in the work of 
church and state separation. They antag- 
onize the political designs of the Catholic 
church fully as determinedly and a thou- 
sand times more wisely than the American 
Protectiv Association does, but they do not 
stop there. They are just as quick to see 
Protestant encroachments as they are to 
detect Catholic invasions. They stand as 


squarely against sectarian instruction in‘ 


‘the public schools as the American Pro- 
tectiv Association does for that instruction. 
‘They oppose Sunday laws and all other 
religious legislation. What American 
Protectiv Association society or newspaper 
has denounced ‘‘ Sabbath” enactments ? 
Since we began these comments the Ad- 
ventist paper, the American Sentinel, 
issue of June 21st, has come to our table. 
In it we find a long article headed ** Some 
Plain Truths by an A. P. A.” Its author 
is W. H. Seaman, of Boston, who de- 
clares that he is a stanch member of the 
order here under consideration. He 
wrote the article for the A. P. A. organ of 
Boston, the Citizen. In it he calls upon 
his comrades in the order to stand squarely 
upon the secular platform for complete 
divorce of church and state. He quotes 

he declarations of principles of the Na- 
tional Reform Association, the American 
Sabbath Union, and the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union. He also exposes the 
League for the Protection of American 
Institutions and the Evangelical Alliance. 
He shows that all these bodies are enemies 
of the civil state in that they are trying to 
build into the foundation and superstruc- 
ture of our government the crumbling 
stone and rotten bricks of ecclesiasticism. 
Did the Citizen print Mr. Seaman’s article? 
It did not. It did not dare to do so. It 


is not fighting theocratic principles but - 


the Catholic church. 

We are not in any sense the attorney of 
the Catholic church. We know her his- 
tory. That is enough. But we hav no 
desire to fight her with forged encyclicals 
and catechisms, with distorted history, 
and appeals to religious prejudice and 
rancor. We read carefully many repre- 
sentativ papers of the ‘‘ American ” orders 
and we are perfectly free to say that their 
literature, as & whole, is narrow, sectarian, 
bigoted, Protestant in the worst sense, 
appealing to passion instead of to real 
patriotism, to religious antagonisms in- 
stead of to reason. And their history! 
Much truth is told, of course, but the 
careful student of religion and sociology 
would no more dare to risk his reputation 
for accuracy by indorsing in their entirety 
the statements of their writers than he 
would dare take such risk by guaranteeing 
the truth of the ‘‘ history " which appears 
in Catholic schoolbooks. Here is s sample 
assertion: In the last number of the 
American Eagle which has come to hand 
an extended communication contains the 
startling information that our forefathers 
forsook all and fled to this country from 
papal rule! 

We are compelled to still maintain that 
the *American " warfare against the Cath- 
olic church hasits tap-root deep in the soil 
of religious hatred, rather than in that of 
pure secularism; and the evidence in sup- 
port of this contention we hav been piling 
up for weeks, and we hav much more of it 
under our hand now than we can use here 


Rhadamanthus assures us that it is ‘‘nn- 
just" that we should ‘‘quote against the 
order the editorial statement of the Omaha 
American or any other journal that side, 
with us,” ete. This statement is inaccurate 

The Omaha American does not merely 
“side” with the order; it is entirely đe- 
voted to its interests. It could more 
truthfully be said that the New York 
Tribune *'sides" with the Republican 
party, for, partisan as is the Tribune, it is 
less so than the American. We hav many 
times read the platform which Rhadaman- 
thus incloses, and in our issue of April 
91st we printed in full another ‘‘ official” 
utterance, essentially the same as this, 
which we found in all the papers repre- 
senting the order. We: care little for the 
public official affirmation of principles of 
a secret political society. The acts of the 
society and the declarations of its news- 
papers constitute a more accurate index of 
its aims than does any platform. As has 
-been well said, platforms are made to get 
in on, not to stand on. But this does not, 
by any means, imply that the platform is 
without fault. We mean only that the 
political party, and especially the secret 
political party, cannot be truly judged 
by those statements which it chooses to de 
nominate its platform of principles. 

It sounds oddly to hear a Freethinker 
defend such a society as the League for 
the Protection of American Institutions in 
the way Rhadamanthus does. He says 
that it is not exactly up to our advanced 
position. We must say that ‘‘ exactly ” is 
good! It has to be confessed that Dr. 
King, standing for the use of the Bible in 
the schools, is a long way from being 
‘exactly " in line with us. 

As to the **gallant two dozen" Repre- 
sentativs who took the right position on 
the Indian appropriation bill, it might giv 
us more additional light if our correspond- 
ent would ascertain how they will vote if 
the pending Sunday bills come to an issue, 
and it might not be amiss to discover how 
such of them as were in Congress at that 
time stood as regarded the World's Fair 
Sunday closing business. We merely 
want to know whether it is hatred of a 
church or love of civil institutions that 
inspires their present action. When we 
know that we can better tell what we hav 
to depend on in the near future. f 

It seems necessary to iusist that the 
A. P. A. does care a great deal for a 
man’s religious views, else it would not 
insist upon proscriptiv measures of the 
most drastic nature against Catholics alone. 
If Catholics may not be employed in the 
public schools because they want to te:ch 
religion therein, then all Protestant teach- 
ers who wish to do the saine thing must 
also stay without. Does the A. P. A. 
make this fair demand? Not by any 
means. If all Catholics are to be debarred 
from holding office, why should not theo- 
cratic Protestants be made subject to the 
eame rule of exclusion? If the Jesuits 
ought to be banished, why should mem- 
bers of the National Reform Association 
be allowed to remain? The truth is, this 
talk about banishment and deprivation of 
citizen rights isan echo from the Inquisi- 
tion, and in so far as Freethinkers join in 
it there is justified the taunt of the Ohris- 
tians that the only reason why Freethink- 
ers hav not persecuted is because they hav 
never had the power. We cannot afford to 
giv this persecuting movement the least 
encouragement. It will destroy us if it 
succeeds. This crisis is subjecting us to 
such a test as we in this country hav never 
before been called upon to endure. 

We do not in the least underrate the 
dangers that threaten us from church ag- 
gression, but we insist that nothing but 
the treachery of Protestants can subvert 
the civil republic. The Catholics are in 
the minority six to one. Nothing that 
they hav secured from the state could hav 
been theirs had not Protestants first tried 
to get all they could for themselvs. Prot- 
estants are not likely to do anything sub- 
stantial for religious liberty until tbey 
about face and shut aii churches away 
from the public crib and the seats of 
power. A mere war of proscription waged 
against the Catholic church because she 
has reaped more than has any other eccle- 
siastical body from the Protestant sowing 
is sheer folly. The clearest-headed Prot- 
estants see this; shall we be less keen of 
vision than they?—Enp. T. 8.] 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, . 
When the night js beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Honr.” 


True Heroes. 


O seeker for some worthy deed to do, 
Withdraw thy gaze from searc! ing in the sky: 
Recall thy hopes from out the by and by 

And heed the path thy feet are passing through. 


Great deeds are not those men endow with grace— 
_A daring feat, a mighty game of skill— 
T» ue heroes find their chances, when they will, 
Amid to-day’s vexatious common-place. 
—L. E. Brown. 


The Land of “Pretty Soon.” 


Y know of a land where the streets are paved 
With the things which we meant to achieve. 
It is walled with the money we meant to hav 


saved; 
And the pleasures for which wo grieve, 
‘The kind words unspoken, the promises broken, 
And many a coveted boon, ` 
Are stowed away there, in that land somewhere— 
The land of * Pretty Soon." 


There are uncut jewels of possible fame, 
Lying about in the mildew and dust, 
And many a noble and lofty aim 
Is buried ‘neath mold an4 rust. 
And, oh! this place, while it ses ms so near, 
Is farther away than the moon; 
‘Though our purpose is fair, yet we rever get 
there— ` 
To this land of *' Pretty Soon.” 


The road that leads to that mystic land 
Is strewn with pitiful wrecks, 
And the ships that hav sailed for its shining 
strand 
Bear skeletons on their devks. 
It is farther at noon than it was at dawn, 
And fartber at night than at noon; 
Oh, let us beware of that land down there— 
‘She land of " Pretty Boon.” —Anomymous. 
—,— : 


A Visit to Salt Lake City. 


During the month of August last, when 
people from the east and the west, the 
north and the south, were going in thou- 
*ands to Chicago to witness the great 
"World's Fair that was being held there, 
your correspondent with two traveling 
companions concluded to visit Salt Lake 
City and get a glimps of the Rocky 
mountains. My traveling companions on 
this occasion were a boy nine years of age 
and a girl of nineteen (son and daughter . 

We left Omaha via Union Pacific rail- 
way about 8 P,w., on the 21st day of the 
above-named month. Our train was de- 
scribed on the time card as the '*Over- 
Jand Flyer," and made stoppages at prin- 
cipal places only. Onur first afternoon’s 
journey was unimportant, being along the 
valley of the Platte river, an agricultural 
district where farming operations seem to 
be carried on quite extensivly. Prairie 
farmers were busy cutting, raking, and 
stacking their prairie hay, and extensiv 
cornfields resembling forests of young 
trees were seen in great abundance. 

By the time we reached North Platte, 
294 miles west of Omaha, we were over- 
whelmed in darkness and nothing more 
for the night could be seen. 

Shortly after daylight next morning we 
reached Cheyenne, Wyoming, 519 miles 
from Omaha, and after waiting there about 
half an hour to allow passengers to partake 
of refreshments at the dining-hall, our 
train proceeded on its journey. 

We then began to ascend the Rocky 
mountains, and it may be said that we then 
left art and civilization behind us and en- 
tered upon a region where Nature in all 
her romantic beauty reigns supreme, 
Rocks of every conceivable shape, size, 
and formation are scattered around in all 
directions. In many places single rocks of 
great magnitude resembling huge towers 
or castles are seen standing solitary and 
alone, while in other places they are seen 
io exist in groups or clusters, covering 
many acres in extent, and when situated, as 
they generally are, some distance from the 
point of observation they present the ap- 
pearance of a city in ruins that has.been 
visited by & cyclone or tornado or been 
laid waste by the destructiv artillery of an 
invading army. Scattered here and there 
among this great confusion of rocks are a 
few fir trees of sickly growth and feeble 
frame whose dwarfed appearance indicates 
their scanty sustenance. f 

That part of the state of Wyoming and 


territorv of Utah traversed by the Union 
Pacific railway and all the surrounding 
country as far as the eye can reach in the 
distance is one vast wilderness wholly des- 
titute of vegetation save and except the 
wild sagebrush so peculiar to that part of 
the country. Barren plains, rugged cliffs, 
and lofty mountains, the tops of which 
seem to touch the fleecy clouds, are con- 
tinually in view and the eye of the traveler 
feasts with delight upon the great and 
grand natural scenery. 

Looking from the car window as the 
train is running arotind the base of some 
of those great mountains, rocks of enor- 
mous size and many thousands of tons in 
weight are seen to hav left their fastenings 
and slid partly down the steep precipice, 
while in other places rocks equally as large 
seem to overhang the track and appear to 
endanger the safety of the rapidly-moving 
train. Such is the condition of the country 
for & distance of more than five hundred 
miles. 

About 7 o’clock in the evening we 
reached Green River, and our train rested 
there about half an hour to giv the passen- 
gers an opportunity to open their pocket- 
books and contribute to the support of 
proprietors of dining-halls at and around 
the depot. When we left Green River the 
sun had sunk behind the western moun- 
tains, the shades of evening were beginning 
to fall, and darkness was again spreading 
her broad mantle over the bright face of 
nature, concealing for the time being 
every object of interest. We therefore re- 
mained passivly in our seats and meditated 
upon the scenes of the closing day. One 
o’clock next morning we reached Ogden, 
which is 1034 miles from Omaha, and 
37 miles from Salt Lake City. 

Ogden is the western terminus of the 
Union Pacific railway, and we had to wait 
there an hour for a train to complete our 
journey; 8t 2 a.m. our train is ready, and 
one hour Jeter, 8 a.m., we arrive at Salt 
Lake City, and consequently the end of 
our journey. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
—— — 9 -— —— —— 
Answers to Correspondents. 


DarHNr.— Your article would not only 
fill the whole of the Corner, but the greater 
part of Tue TRUTH SEEKER. Our space 
forbids the printing of sermons or lengthy 
essays. Learn to condense. 

W. L. P.—** Crimes and Criminals ” will 
appear in due time, but must be divided 
on account of length. 

W. C. S.—Many thanks for your kind 
notice of *Right Living." You must hav 
had a great time with the. taciturn James, 
yet he much enjoyed his sojourn at Castle 
Comfort. 

MoNzinr's IsnaN».—Out of the dark- 
ness is born the light. Sunshine follows 
the shadows, and the roses bloom amid 
the waste places. Courage and patience 
will at length bring you to the goal of 
your desires. 

ADELE B.—''Progressiv Eclecticism ” 
is the title of D. G. Crow's new book. 
It is the scientific treatment of a great 
subject, hopeful and humanitarian. 

W. SurrH.—1í your name is not written 
in **'The Lamb's Book of Life," it will be 
found in 8 far more worthy place, in the 
list of the world’s great benefactors, where 
it will forever shine with bright and un- 
diminished luster. 

ABIEL J.—It does no good to talk back 
unless you can talk scientifically. Read 
all the good books you can get hold of. 
Send for Truth Seeker Catalog. 

E. T. W,, Pleasantdale, Me.—You must 
hav a fine collection of curios. Yes, we 
would be pleased to hav an article from 
your pen, but be brief. We can entertain 
only short-speeches in the Corner. 

R. S. C., Omaha—Glad to hear about 
the girls, Oliver, and Baby Henry. 

— 


Correspondence. 


GorvprxN Ponp, Kx., April 15, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wixon: This is my first 
letter to the Corner. My papa has taken 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER fora long while, and 
likes it very much. I livon a farm be- 
tween the Cumberland aud Tennessee 
rivers. 

I hav just returned from church this 
evening and had a nice time, but nct 
listening to the preacher. Some of the 
people here are very religious, but it is 
weak—only lasts while they are in the 
church-honse. : 

Our little town was visited by S, P. 


Putnam and J. R. Charlesworth. I hope 
The people, espe- 
cially the sky-pilots, as they are called, giv 
eari 

an Infidel, while talking to a preacher, 
make this remark: **You people bay that 
we Infidels are liars, thieves, and murder- 
ers, and will kill a man for ten cents; but 
havn’t we killed a very small number since 
?" The 
don’t know any- 


to see them here again. 


the Infidels & very bad name. I 


we hav been doing business here 

preacher answered: **l 

Ging shout the Infidels myself.” 
f 


see this in print I will write again. 


Your frier d, FANNIE BOGARD. 


P.S.— Please excuse 


spelling and correct the mistakes. F. B. 


[Your writing and spelling are good 
enough, and mistakes you should correct 


yourself,—Ep. C. C.] 
Batn-oN-rTRE-HupsoN, N. Y., June 8, 1894. 


Drar Miss Wrxon: Through you and 
the Children's Corner I beg to acknowl- 


edge the receipt of two beautiful books, 


namely ‘‘Apples of Gold” and ‘*The 
Story Hour," which I received with great 


pleasure this morning. For these beauti- 
ful presents I sincerely thank Mr. J. M. 
Peck, Sr, of Ottumwa, Ia, through 


whose great kindness they were forwarded 


to me, begging to let him know they will 


be read with pleasure by his little Atheist 


friend. . : 
[am glad you remember me. Although 
I am ten years old, I hav never been to 
school, but that does not prevent me from 
studying everything. : 
You will be pleased to know that I was 
chosen orator for Decoration Day and re- 
cited & poem of my own composition, 
‘which I thought you would, perhaps, like 
to hav for your: Children's Corner and 

which I forward to you for that purpose. 

Your little Atheist friend, 
Manis LUMLEY. 


In the early spri: gtime 
When the flowers giv their perfume, 
And all nature seems rejoicing ` 
And the birds are in full tune, 
"Tis fit we turn our thoughts awhile 
To the heroes of the past, 
Who lie beneath the cold, cruel sea 
Or underneath the grass. 
Here in this peaceful land of ours— 
In this land of liberty— 
Here are around us every day 
The remains of the brave and free, 
Who raised the standard upon high 
That all men should be free; 
Who fought for the victory of human 
rights— ; 
And the battle has been won; 
Who fought for the destruction of slavery, 
Disheartened by no defeat, 
Appalled not by d‘ ath nor danger, 
Though the dead lay at their feet. 
We'll remember your heroic services, 
Brave, impetuous, and daring deeds, 
As you fought for the child and its mother, 
Irrespectiv of color or creeds. 
We will revere you who are living’ 
And o’er the graves of those who are dead 
We will scatter the bud and the blossom 
And the flag we wil! place at their head. 
O you whose graves are moldering, 
That we decorate to-day! . 
O you whose lives were sacrificed 
For the freedom of the slave! 
O you who stand amongst us, 
The bravest of the brave, 
May showers of blessings fall on you, 
And let us ever say, 
Whene’er you pass us on the street, 
** Three cheers for the blue this day!” 
And may the time be distaut far 
When you who stand near-by 
Shall hav laid down Jife’s weary burden, . 
And with a thankful sigh, 
Feel that life would hav been incomplete 
But for the work that you hav done; 
And you pass that mysterious toll -house 
gate 
And never more return. 


[Very creditable for a girl of ten years. 
—Ep. C. QO.] 

Ernzrvinux, ARK., April 29, 1894. 

Dear “Wiss Wixom: As all the rest of the 
family hav gone to church I decided that 
I would write to the Children's Corner. 
As this is my first attempt to write to the 
Corner, I will try to relate my religious 
experience. : 

When I was a small boy I was made to 
goto church and Sunday school against 
my will and I was taught tyat Jesus was 
the only begotton son of God; that he 
died on the cross for the sins of the world. 
My teacher taught me that the cause of 
sickuess and death was our mother Eve’s 
eating an apple some six thousand years 
ago; and, as I was an ignorant boy, I be- 
lieved it, as many others did, for I thought 
that the Christians knew what they were 
talking about. So, after I had reached 
the age of seventeen years, they would 


come around to me during the revival | 


meetings in a state of melancholy, and 
with all the impndence of humanity, with 
all the deceitfulness of Brutus and Cassius, 
with all the hypocrisy that their hypocrit- 
ical cloak could conceal, request me to 
go to the mourner’s bench to ‘‘seek re- 


ligion.” Sometimes I would go just to 


ad writing and 


besides ranking with Professor 


E p. 
] 


please them; and after redeiving their 
erüel strokes over my cranium and back 
until it seemed that mv life had ebbed 
away, they would bow dowi over me and 
whisper those àwfül words: ‘‘Giv your 
heart to Jesus.” So, after I had reached 
the age of nineteen years, they marched 
ine to the “anxious seat” the second 
time, and continued, and doubled, and 
then repeated the cruel dose until I de. 
cided that I didn’t want any of the “love 
of Jesus." Sol bade them adieu and de- 
cided that I would as soon writhe in hell 
as to be murdered by religious cranks, 

I was taught from a small boy, and be. 
lieved the teachings, that. the Bible was 
written by inspiration; that God, the father 


-of the universe, dictated to the gentlemeii, 


and I was taight that a man who would 
write or say anything against the Bible 
was not fit to exist, and that ıt would hav 
been better for him if he had never been 
born I hav heard preachers say that 
Tom Paine was one of the meanest men 
that ever existed.  . 

So, when I reached the age of twenty- 
two years I bought a book, ** Little Gems of 
Thought,” from Robert G. Ingersoll, and 
found that Thomas Paine was not as bad 
as the preachers described him to be, I 
also got the works of Thomas Paine and 
Robert G. Ingersoll and subscribed for 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, and began to read the 
Bible in the right way. 

The reason that the Bible is so generally 
believed is because the people don't read 
it for themselvs, but listen to some 
preacher, or when they do read it, they 
hav such seales on their eyes that they 
can’t see and understand. 

I would like to correspond with some of 
the Liberal girls. 

Yours for Freethought, 
JosgPm P. Price. 


[It is our duty always to read both sides, 
and decide according to our own judg- 
ment. Think for yourself.—Ep. C. C.] 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Grorcs J. Romanus, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be terme 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be o 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

r. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 

axley in scien- 

tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarcbng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . . ,. Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the chango which. has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God?” 
trated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Hhtusirate dress, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SECULAR. MARRIAGE AND PONERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
'* A good book written with a purpose." 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address . THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 

ertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 

e False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down Opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘* Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
erusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. k 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism s Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 


| Religious Problems, Price, 10 cents. 
| Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
'The Public Schools and the Catholie 


Chureh. Price, 5 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 


His Knee’ 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
* Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col, R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
; urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
v uthfully described as, ‘‘ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who, now, as far as we 
kn ow, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightinl present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artirtie 
Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
poveled edge. Thesize is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only j5 cents, post-paid. 

ES SEAS THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 
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Agents for The Truth Seeker. 


Jabama 


Modern Marriage. 


A z 
By EMILE ZOLA. Loeb & Loeb, Montgomery. 
Transtated from the French oy Benj. R. Tucker Davies & Bon Ato Main ot Little Rock. - 
, California. i 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriąges—one from the nobility, one from the 
bourgeoisie. one from the petty bourgeoisie, and 
one trom the working-people—and describes, with 


Thos. W. Baker, Exeter. 
Stoll & Thayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles. 
S.C. Blake, 508 Kearney st., SanFrancisco. 


all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig- 
jnates, i what motive each is inspired, how dae C. E. Duran, 334 Montgomery st., San 
is consummated, and how each results. Francisco, ; 


Price, 15 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


Address 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. 1st st., Los 
Angeles. 
Max NewsStand, 102 N. Main, LosAngeles. 


‘J. E. Matthews, Eureka. 
Eclectic Book Store, Los Angeles. 
Shaw & Gregg, Broadway opp. Central 


The Freethinker s Badge-pin 


J, THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Lo ONE YEAR, 
Wil be sent for $450. The 
2.75 Pin and THE UTH 


Í p» EEKER One year for $5. 

í ATHE | ; 
Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for Ms Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Hit 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


STU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Ohristianity. 


A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 


Price, 15 cents. Address , 
: THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con 
cerning the life and times of Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appropriated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Ohristianity. The Plagiarism 
ismade plain in this brief history of Apollonius. 

: especailly in view of the historical references and 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. 

: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

48 Lafayette place. Now York City 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR— 


1189 24L.-6a 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 
. CONTENTS: | 

. The True History ot the Bible, Prof. Edwin 
Johnson; A Practical View of Life, Charles Watts; 
The Decadence of the Old Theology, Mrs. E 
Lynn Linton; Inspiration in Extremis, Samuel 
Laing; he Gospe of Love, A Poem, Capt. W. B. 
McTaggart; Agnostic Types. R. Bithell, B.Sc., 
Ph.D.; On Spiritual Wickedness in High Places, 
Edward Clodd; Priest of Nature, A Poem, 
on. C, Tuckerman; The Dream of Immor- 
tality, Frederick Millar; Is Immortality a Dream, 
Stewart Ross. (r aladin); Practical Qonse- 
‘Wuences of Agnosticism, F ld; The Relig- 


Gou. 
qous Propensity, Furneaux Jordan, F. R.C. 
Price, 25 Cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
i$ Lafayette place, New York. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natnre: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, $1. , . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origir 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Education 3 or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, di. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism., Cloth, $1 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution t 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth i 
ddress THE TRUTH SEEKEP. 


aa La fn vctte place. New Vert, 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


"This book 1s just what its title impios ép. 
ng whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect ef Christianity on the world, showing 
‘what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
‘are not authentic, and that Gs..stianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
án accord with Seience, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
mot areal benefit to man. 
Price, 20 cents, six for $1, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FILE BINDERS. 


"Those who preserve the volumes of THE TnuTu 
‘SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
` gece ipt of one dollar. 


er kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon | 


Bank, Oakland. 


8S. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 


Canada 


P. C. Allen, 35 King st., Toronto. 
John McKenna, 80 


onge st., Toronto. 
Colorado 


J Nos lang & Co., 400 Harrison av., Lead- 


ville. 

Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 
C. Smith & Son, 385 Larimer st., Denver. 
J. C. Richey, 809 Harrison ave., Leadville. 


Connecticut 


Perry Moul, Danbury. 


Florida 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
A. J. Gardner, Kissimmee. 


Georgia 


Wm. Estill, Savannah. 


IMinois 


Brentano Bros.,204 Wabash ave., Chicago. 


Chas. W. Curry, 183 Madison st., Chicago. 
Henry Fash, 516 W: Madison st., Chicago. 
Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 
Post-Office News Co., 98 Adams, Chicago. 


owa 


I 
`C. Deuell, Marshalltown. 


Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. . 
Clarence Brown, Avoca. ! 
Indiana 
Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 55 Mass. av., In- 
dianapolis. 
Louisiana 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., NewOrleans. 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
Massachusetts : 
Colby & Rich; 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
H. W. Smith, 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
"aine 
N.G.Fessenden, 484 Congress st, Portland. 
Michigan P 
Baker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
H. Ullbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 
R. S. Squires, 24 Jefferson st., Muskegon. 


Minnesota 


W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th st., St. Paul. 


Parcher & Sacre, 8 3rd st., S. Minneapolis. 
montana 

D. J. Cavanah, Box 648, Missoula. 
Missouri 

J. A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St.Joseph. 

E. F. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Philip Roeder, cor. 4th & Olive, St. Louis. 


New York 
S. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 
Brentano Bros., 5th ave. & 18th st., N. Y. 
L. Jonas & Co., Astor House, New York. 
Mr. Goldberg., 72 Canalst., New York. 
E. J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 
R. W. Turner, 849 4th ave., New York. 
C. Ryan, 188 Western Boulevard. 
J. H. Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 
W. Winham, 888 Keap st., Brooklyn. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
R. Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 
W. H. Leonard, 91 Congress st., Troy. 
Best & Co., 8 Chestnut st., Buffalo. 


ew Jersey 


. N 
F. Braithuit, 91 Belleville av., Newark. 


W. Walz, 87 Bremen st., Newark. 


Nebraska 
J. I. Freuhauf, Omaha. 
G. A. Howe, York. 
J. 8. Stott, So. Omaha. 


hio 

L. C. Collins, 110 So. High st., Columbus. 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O.Box 700, Cincinnati. 
Larwood, Day&Co., 259 Superior, Clevel’d. 
N. Hexter, 342 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Standard News Co., 14 W. Tusc st, Canton. 
Alf, Warren Co, 217 Centralave, Cincinnati. 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 


oregon, . 

Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 

W. E. Jones, 291 Alder st, Portland. 

Handley & Haas, 150 1st st., Portland. 
Pennsylvania z 

H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 

George Longford, 32 Richmond st.. Phila. 

R. Staley, Wood and 4th aye., Pittsburgh. 

2 Rhode Island 

H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 


Providence. R 
Tennessee 


D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 
Texas 
E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 


J. R. Humphrey, Waco. 
F. Ohlendorf, Galveston. 
Utah  - 


Margett Bros., 76 Mainst., Salt Lake City. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 


Virginia 
Mrs. É. D. Slenker, Snowville. 


E. J. Brady, Richmond. 
Washington 
C. B. Reynolds, 420 No. L st., Tacoma. 
J. F. Riggs, Seattle. . 
E. Skamser, Buckley. 
Sutton & Allairs, 104.So. 2d st., Seattle. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOOE, | Price. 15 sents. 


413 


see THUMBSCREW AND RAC 


10 Cts 
PER COPY 


12 COPIES 
$1.00 . 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Ohristianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition. 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack, the Iron Orown, Leg Orusher, the Stocks, 
the Heretic Catcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag), Iron Maske recommend: d 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the Wheel, the Ducking Oage, the Ohastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date. the Execution Bell, etc. : 

“T used to read in books,” saya Colonel Ingersoll, * how our fathers persecuted mankind Bat I 
never appreciated it. Ireadit, butit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the infamies that have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments tha 
Christians used.” hi 

S Pg Y coe b: TH iM AMONG I oen 2100 BOI 
BUY A DOLLAR’S WORT D SOATrE E. D 8N) 
f Address THE RUTH SEEKER, 98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Just Out.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once that he would give $25 a N 
gear to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministerg showed how little value Ohristianity 

sesses to make men mo; 
Lii e have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


“6 Grimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vious editions show that within a few years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Mos! of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair Sex are at once tl» weakness and 
tho strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the W 
tlergy. . 

Notwithstanding the many additional pages. we have kept the {4 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for « copy, and confound the church- 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have : i 
slused the World's Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy & day that to look upon machinery oi 


THE YRUTH SEEKEJE (03 PANV. 


í By GEO. X 
| MACDONALD. 


yaintings in this period is “ immoral.’ 
Address 


HAND-BOOK 


. 


 FREETHOUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


b. ——— 


Oontaining in condensed and systematized form & 
vast amount of eVidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 
Mim to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
, E i of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Paine's "Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include al] the disputed points between christianity and Freethought 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, i ddrear HE TBUTH SEEKER. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR, 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. . 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Bvok, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate, It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triamph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
vll in all, the very best picture of the Fair .hat can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARE, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


. Address THE TRUTF SEEKER, 


RELICION A CURSE, 
= RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELICION A LIE. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. 
Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892. which for the sake of Heltgton, Stadved Liberty 
to the Heart. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. 


- 


A work burning with indi nation ins jired by the Congressional act closing the rld' ` 
on Synday—an act which brastioaliy united thegovernment and the Ohristian Ehe Wo ae Fe j 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address deliyered hefore the Columhiap 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have never before bee: i 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary): The aine 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the Opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore., Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 


. The main essay in this work is one of thé strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this country. It should be distributed widely. 
It has been commended in the highest terma aa it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


. Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 


Price % cents; Five coptes for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 Lafayette Place, New YorkOity. 
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New Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 


named. 


‘The Bible Inquirer "being Number 36 


of “The Truth Seeker Library,” is a 


pamphlet to go along with John Peck’s 

‘Christian Absurdities,” ‘‘ Thomas Paine 

Vindieated," by Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 

“The Mistakes of Moses," by the same 

author, anda whole catalog of works hav- 

ing the same general drift. The pamphlet 
here noticed brings together more than one 
hundred instances of alleged contradiction, 
discrepancy, inconsistency, and opposition 
of doctrin, from the Jewish and Christian 
scriptures, the answers to most of which 
might safely be intrusted to an intelligent 

Sunday-school pupil of sixteen. The name 

of the author is not given. He says in 

his introduction that itis the result of a 

diligent obedience to the command of 

Christ himself to search the scriptures, 

and of a desire to benefit and enlighten 

mankind. New York, Truth Seeker Com- 
pany.—Buffalo Express.. 

Woman: Four CENTURIES oF PROGRESS. 
By Susan H. Wixon. New York, Truth 
Seeker Company, 34 pp., 10 cents. 
Susan H. Wixon is the editor of the 

Children’s Corner of Tae TRUTH SEEKER, 

and author of various Freethought works. 

‘Lhe above mentioned pamphlet isa reprint 

of her lecture at the Chicago Freethought 

Congress, and is very interesting read- 

ing for Freethinkers and friends of prog- 

ress. 


Taymesorew AND Rack. By Geo. E. 
Macdonald. Illustrated. 24pp. New 
York, Truth Seeker Company. 10 cts. 
Mr. George E. Macdonald has here 

roade a choice collection of ecclesiastic 

Howers gathered in the Nuremberg and 

other inquisitorial collections of imple- 

ments of torture, and has succeeded in 

producing a little work for which he, in 

the name of humanity and progress, de- 

serves thanks. The little work is interest- 
- ingly written and splendidly illustrated. 


Tam BLE Inquirer. A key to Bible in- 
vestigation. Containing 148 proposi- 
tions. Fourth edition. New York, 
Truth Seeker Company. 56 pp., 25 cents. 
From the wonderful book of oracles, 

which the Protestants regard as the source, 
and the Catholics as one of the sources of 
revealed religion, the author: has con- 
fined himself to one hundred and forty- 
eight contradictions which he, among 
many. others, has come across by reading 
it, This book is of great value to the Bible 
student, because it givs not alone the chap- 
ter and verse of these self-contradictions, 
but reproduces these passages in full, so 
that the hurried reader is not condemned 
to a long search before he finds the anti- 
dote to one or another unhealthful pas- 
tage. 

Tas CnEATION oF Gop. By Dr. Jacob 


Hartman. New York, Truth Seeker 
Company. 482 pp. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. 


A rare conglomerate of biblical criticism 
and positiv nataral science. The first 
chapter deals with the formation of the 
earth from a cosmic, geologic, and chemic 
standpoint. The following eleven chap- 
ters contain a very interesting, able, ra- 
tional, and critical history of Judaism and 
Christianity, and the last fourteen chapters 
are devoted to the natural sciences of biol- 
ogy, physiology, chemistry, ethics, and 
natural philosophy. The style is the popu- 
lar scientific. The book is worthy an earn- 
est perusal by every layman, for it contains, 
besides the results of rational criticism, a 
rich treasury of positiv knowledge, 


Hanp-pook or l'azETHOUGHT, Contain- 
ing in condensed and systematized form 

a vast amount of evidence against the 

superstitious doctrins of Christianity. 

Selected by W. S. Bell New York, 

Truth Seeker Company. 384 pp., paper, 

50 cents, cloth, $1. 

'l'his work is à compendium by the critic 
of the fundamental doctrins of the Chris- 
tian church, and arrayed under the follow- 
ing headings: Creation, Prophecies, Mir- 
acles, Love of Mankind, Jesus's Code of 
Morals, Resurrection Evangelies, The 
Fathers of the Church, Inspiration, Con- 
tradiction in the Bible, The Devil, The 
Soul, Theology, Sabbath, Slavery, Hell, 
Persecutions, Temperance, Atheism, Ag- 
nosticism. The work is not exhaustiv, 
but uncommonly rich in quotations from 
the best authorities of ancient and modern 
times. A very interesting work. 


Tue Resurrection OF Jesus. An Agnos- 
tic’s view. By Don Allen. Truth 
Seeker Company. 161 pp., 1893. Oloth 
16 cents; paper 40 cents. 

Don Allen is a pseudonym.  Theinternal 
evidence that Don Allen is identical with 
Colonel Ingersoll is overwhelming. The 
diction, the arguments, and the nearly un- 
assailable weaving together of circumstan- 
tial evidence that no one but Pilate him- 


self could hav secretly spirited away 
Christ’s body, the inquiry into the trust- 
worthiness of contemporaneous and late 
sources of information, the annihilation of 
the smooth-tongued, holy Augustine, all 
this and much more testify that the author 
is a keen student of law and could hardly 
be other than Robert Ingersoll. This 
book, like all others that hav come from 
his pen, makes interesting and fascinating 
reading and deserves a prominent place in 
the library of every Freethinker, —Mil- 
waukee Freidenker. 


that he has a style which a good critic mis- 
takes for that of Colonel Ingersoll and 
his work is a fine one, but he is not the 
orator whom the Freidenker suspects him 
to Res Mr. Boppe must guess again. —Ep. 


Impaired Digestion. 


. The patient is required to diet. In 
building up and maintaining good health, 
milk is recognized as a powerful factor, 
but it is important that it be absolutely 
pure and sterilized. Borden’s Peerless 
Brand Evaporated Cream meets all re- 
quirements, Entirely wholesome. 


BRAIN =» BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Christianity a Fiction. 
Bx DR. J. H. MENDENHALL. 


Astronomical and Astrolog lc 
al Origin of ali Religions. 


Explanatory notes compiled and arranged by 
thelate Jonathan M. Roberts. Price,50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 8. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two youn 
irls and a younger brother who were left paren 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The authoris also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of & working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 

Price, 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMEN'T 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in acase 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. . 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Afürmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 250. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius end Casca. Price, 5 cents 


dress THE TRUTH SEE 
28 Lafayette Place, Now Ir 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, MLA. 
Price.15 cents. Address this office. - 


address 


[** Don Allen" may congratulate himself |: 


AT NEW ROGHELLE. | Jot for Parsons. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND 


The Assemblage. 


What they are: 
1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 


and other occupants standing, showing Colo- 


nel Ingersoll, resident Rowley, 8. P. Put- 
.B.W 


nam, &keman, et al. 
2. Colonel Ingersoll Causes 1 Smile 
8. President Rowley Addresses the As- 


semblage. 
Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem. 


Mr. Wakemxn Talks of Liberty, Sei- 
ence and Humanity. 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 80th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Hochelle, on May 30th, and are historically, patri- 
otically, and artistically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Liberals who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photographs are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
1s seventy-five cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D 
Fourth Editton. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. 
Part IL—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. : 
Part TaSi vation of Christianity ; twenty 
chapters. 
Part 1v. Whonos Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Press Notices. 


The style is forcible and terse, the reasonin 
good, and as the facts upon which the argumen: 
is based arelargely Christian, our theological 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them.— Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned ofthe Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.—The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.—Progressive 
Thinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. - 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER [ 


COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


How lo Preserve Health, 


By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing and drugging. Icongratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 

ort.” 


Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. / 
Price, eloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
.  98Lafayette place, New York. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


OowrrLED BY L. K. WASHBURN 
Price, $1,50, For sale at THI OFFICE. 


SunpayY-scHoon TEACHER: ' Now, John- 
ny, can you tell me what caused Adam’s 
downfall?” Johnny: ‘‘His fifth rib."— 
Life. 

‘Way do you keep up a revival all the 
time in your church?” was asked of an 
Arkansaw negro preacher. ‘‘ Has ter do 
it, sah,” he replied. ‘‘Whut de land 
boom is ter de small town de ’vival is ter 
de church, an’ ef yer let it go down de 
cause gwine ter suffer. Tell yer whut’s er 
fack, ef I didn’t keep dese niggers shout- 
in’ all de time da’d let me starve ter def, 
Ef er nigger preacher let’s de rope slack 
he’s gone.” : 


Ar a salon in Paris some years ago the 
Sieur d'Aimerie was one of & group to 
whom he was imparting an account of his 
pedigree, which he claimed was derived 
from the Pharaohs of Egypt. Just then, 
the late Baron de Rothschild approached 
the group, and one of its members called 
out, ‘‘Baron, come and let me make you 
acquainted with the Sieur d'Aimerie. He 


'eomes of Pharaonie stock, and you ought 


to know each other." ‘‘ Yes,” said the 
baron, bowing gravely, and addressin 
d’Aimerie, ‘‘I believe our families ha 
some transactions in times past." ‘‘Yes,” 
rejoined d’Aimerie, ‘‘we hav a record that 
your people when leaving the country bor- 
rowed a considerable amount of jewelry of 
my people, for which I should now like to 
be repaid with interest." **I remember 
the transaction," said Rothschild, ** but 
the account was settled at due date. Your 
fathers received a check on the Bank of 
the Red Sea."— Ez. 


A WELL-KNOWN Lanarkshire minister of 
the old school, recently deceased, was so 
sensitiv to any suspicion of plagiarism that 
he never allowed himself to make the 
slightest quotation to the Lord without 
furnishing the said Lord with his author- 
ity. He was accustomed to assemble his 
household every morning for family wor- 
Ship, and on one occasion he commenced 
his devotions thus: ‘‘O Lord, we heartily 
thank thee that we hav been awakened 
from the sleep which a writer in the Edin- 
burgh Review has called the image of 
death," Itwas evidently taken for granted 
that the Lord is a reader. of the Edinburgh 
Review. And a student prayed that the 
Lord would destroy ‘‘him that had the 
power of death," went on with the quota- 
tion, and added, ‘‘this is the devil." His 
professor, looking gravely at him, said: 
‘Do you not think that the Lord will 
know whom you mean?” This student 
was outdone by an ‘‘unsophisticated 
brother.” This brother, after pleading for 
the fulfilment of a promis, quoted chapter 
and verse, and then added, ‘‘ Revised ver- 
sion, Lord.”—Salad n. 


THE OHEMISTRY OF BELIEF. 


And these signs shall follow them that believe: 
* * * Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.—CurRist. 


If credence awaited desire, 
And wishing extinguished dubiety, 
The parsons might prate about fire 
With some little show of propriety. 


For many would gladly receive 
The soothing old syrup of piety, 
If wishing could make them believe 
The Bible’s conflicting variety. 


To doubt is absurd, if the will 
Makes flat contradictories credible, 
Resulting in magical skill, 
2 n power to make deadly things 
edible. 


O skeptic, just think of the gain! 
The Lord, in his speech valedictory, 
Said Christians would always obtain 
O'er poisons and devils the vietory. 


Said Jesus: Believers shall cure 
Diseases at each opportunity, 

And take, while the earth shall endure, 
All poisonous drinks with impunity. 


A real believer can drink 
With safety and perfect propriety, 
Since potions can ne’er make him blind, 
Nor damage his health or sobriety. 


It follows, as all must allow— 
Save those of the shamming fraternity— 
That faith makes us poison-proof now, 
And fire-proof throughout all eternity. 


A Obristian, if honest and true, 
Might swallow a quart of petroleum; 
No matter, no harm would ensue, 
Says Christ—unobscured by a scholium, 


Away, then, with logic and brains! 
Just think of the boon to society, 
When cancers, and poisons, and pains 
Are conquered by credulous piety! 


| Jehovah, Ghost, Devil, and Son! 


Co-auto-genetic Quarternity! 
O multiple, quadrified one! 
O inter-paternal fraternity! 


These verses are likely to be 
The means—through their fitting vacu- 
ity— : 
Of leading ‘‘inquirers” to thee, 
O shadow of human fatuity. 
G. L. Mackenzie, in London Freethinker, 


l : | 
Goms of Phought. 
Wauen a man sells one of his convictions 

he sells all of them.— Galveston News. 


I zxz not only to be loved, but also to 
be told that I am loved. The realm of 
silence is large enough beyond the grave. 
This is the world of light. and speech.— 
George Eliot. 


Ir seems to me that the bane of our 
country is a profession of faith either with 
no basis of real belief, or with no proper 
examination of the grounds on which the 
creed is supposed to rest.—James Russell 
Lowell, * 


Iam a Baptist, and I say that the man 
who would establish a religious qualifica- 
tion for citizenship or office under this 
government or any other government is as 
unfit for membership in a Baptist ehurch 
as Judas Iscariot was for the apostleship. 
—Rev. J. B. Hawthorne. -> 


Ir can do trnth.no service to blink the 
fact, known to all who hav the most 
ordinary acquaintance with literary his- 
tory, that a large portion of the noblest 
and most valuable moral teaching has been 
the work not only of men who did not 
know, but of men who knew and rejected, 
the Christian faith.—J. S. Mill. 


Ir is impossible that the sin of one man 
can be imposed upon another. It is by a 
fiction not to be realized by the mind 
that the transference. is to be made. 
Nor can blood of any sort wipe away sin. 
Sin has to be repented of and turned from 
and can be got rid of in no other manner. 
—Judge Thomus Lumsden Strange. 


Is it not manifest that there must exist 
in our midst an immense amount of mise 
which is a normal state of misconduct, an 
ought not to be dissociated from it? There 
is a notion always more or less prevalent 
and just now vociferously expressed, that 
all social suffering is removable, and that 
it is the duty of somebody or other to re- 
move it. Both these beliefs are false.— 
Herbert Spencer. 


You are finally saved by what you pos- 
sess in yourself, not by what others pos- 
sess for you, or, possessing, are willing to 

ant you on loan at interest. But the 

esiderata are men and women to whom 
courage and spontaneity are every-day 
habits of life—who do not qualify, who do 
not apologize—who love to get to roots 
and see a principle in full play rather than 
to finger and toy with the leafage of the tree 
or with the fringe of the garment.— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


Tux universal idea of the interposition 
of a personal agency in the most common 
concerns of every-day life, and the most 
ordinary natural processes, inherited by 
the European, has become gradually dis- 
carded. As science by successiv efforts 
explains the sequence and changes in 
natural phenomena, so mysterious to 
ignorance, the idea of personal agency 
becomes gradually eliminated, and driven 
further ‘beyond the the regions of direct 
observation and experience. And, as it 
escapes ordinary attention, the idea of a 
supernaturalism slowly fades. from the 
recollection and ceases to materially influ- 
ence conduct. — Westminster Review. 


t‘ THERE is too much pain in the world,” 
ssid Onarles Darwin, who knew what he 
' was talking about, and always expressed 
himself with moderation. In the moral 
world, pain becomes evil; and the problem 
ofevil has ever been the crux of Theism. 
It cannot be solved on Theistic grounds, 
and accordingly it has to be explained away. 
Pain, we are told, is the great agent in our 
development; in the ethical sphere, it is 
the ''purifymg fire,” which purges the 
gold in us from its dross. All of which. 
sounds very pretty in a lecture, and looks 
very pretty in a book; but is apt.to excite 
digust when a man is suffering from in- 
curable cancer, or utter destitution in the 
midst of plenty; or when a mother stands 
over the corpse of her child, mangled in 
some terrible accident, or burnt to a cin- 
der in a fatal fire.—G. W. Foote. 


TENNYSON was some one’s monument; 
the dolichocephalic man away back in the 
sons, who laid the foundation-stone of 

uxley, founded a monumental column 
to which the pyramid of Cephrenes is a 
mere Jonah’s gourd; he, away back in the 
poleolithie period, who, in partnership 
with Janer, habilimented in a necklace of 
shells, laid the raw potencies of Shakspere 
bade for eternity. See you a man of 
strong thought and strenuous deed? He 
is someone's monument. Behold you the 
healthy, ‘‘hilty-skilty lassie,” her eye of 
the tint of the blue-bell, her lip that of 
the rose, flitting over the broomy braes 
like a fairy, while the sunbeams play at 
hide-and-seek in her wind-ravished hair? 
She is someone’s monument; and more 
lovely than the lithest and whitest marble 
angel that ever guarded the gate of a tomb. 
—Saladin. 


'| Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 


DEMAND POND'S 
EXTRACT. v AVOID 
ALL IMITATIONS. 


FOR 
ALL PAIN 
Rheumatism 
i Feminine 
i} Complaints 
Lameness 
| Soreness 
Wounds 
PEME Bruises 
Catarrh 
Burns | 


US Piles 
POND’ 
EXTRACT 


. H will Cure, 


The Living Waters. 

To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21618 
ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Hand- 


some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street, New York. 


SSSLCISIES: 
yN CRAND DISCOVERY ! i 
e 


W^ANTED—A live man or woman in ev 


ery 
county where we have not already secured a 


representative to sell our "Nevada Silver" 
SOLID METAL m 


Silverware 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 


MAGIC LANTERNS 


SONG CRI exile rons, sE 

A profitable business for a man with a smallci 

MAL for Home Amusement, 260 us Catalogue rate 
CALLISTER, Mte Opticians, 49 Nassau St. N. Ye 

OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially Prepared, and the text by.Geo. E. Mac- 
donal aper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By gonn E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. : 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the-Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 


ligent Being. By the Editor of Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 


strating 
ete. 
Shar ise, 


By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 

Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
evelopment, and that the Promotion of 

Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Oloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. , 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Idea to Its Source. ‘By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus, By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. . 

Faets and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. _ 

Woman, Church, and te. Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 

The Chureh and Freethonght. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. g 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. i 

Woman: Four Centnries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

: IN PRESS, 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 


elegant, binding, over one hundred por- 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AGOOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paper, 5n aenta: cloth. 7% nante 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 30, 1894. 


Travels in F aith. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. TI- 
lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10cents. - 
AD in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. š 


Apples of Gold, And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some ald Interesting. Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 

thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 

66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 

tvpe, heavy, toned Paper, broad margins, illus- 

trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


The New God, Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and Its 


icisms of 


L4 


Waifs and 


can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
cents. AX rose epic of the War, rich with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 


ohn Swinton’s Paper. 
one, A Romance. n ho au- 

thor certainly has genius. e divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is 
filled with manly thoughts, expressed, in 
manly words—the transort t of a manly mind. 
Every Liberal should read ' Golden Throne.’” 
—{ingersoll. Price, $1. K . 

Ingersoll and Jesus, A conversation in 

rhyme between the Nineteenth Oentury 

Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 

it is shown there is much in harmony between 

them. Price, 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Jndian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis logend— ham Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb : His ife, i Freethought 
mance. ce, 85 cents. 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 


For all of the shove address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette place, Rew York. 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Ohrist and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
Jt contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 

lete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

. triguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Oatholicism in this country, 

this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth,75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in & narrative of her sufferings dur. 
ine her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as 2 black nun, in the Hotel Dier 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti 
Catholic book püblisnsd has created more ex 
citement, and had such a circulation as thit 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholic: 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "nc 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was nonc 
other than the child of her priest-seducer 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Aurieular Confession and Popish Nun. 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
licentious practices of the priests and nuns ir 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it bv our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 


cents. : 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “ Confessional Un- 
masked," from the “Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a rel rious system 80 invasive 
of privacy, 80 powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty. to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech and 
action. Price. paper, 95 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Foz, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
reguit Jn pariehes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price. paper. 1€ cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hali Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that con vents 
ye inimical to chasti ty, virtue, and freedom. 

ice, paper, 14 cents. 
peper Pie RULE SEK UO. 
zt Lafayette ince, New York Uity. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NERMAN. Price 25 sents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
issuEks or 1891.—$8. : 


Price. 

Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..... .... venne $0 25 
Men, Women, aud Gods. Helen H. Gar- 

denern........- nn Reus DO 

The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine, Illus- * 


rated........ CR ERRORS 
Answers to Ohristjan Questions. D. M. Ben- 


The Orisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Rems 25 
avelg in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
. 8on. Robert C. Ádams.................. 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ a) 
y Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- 2 
TAM... 02.2, eee eee ea verdes emus e corr aoa - 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. 'T. E. Longshore........... e. 50 
Issvzs or 1899.— $8. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights mE Man. Thomas Paine. Ilustra- ü 
rn E MPENSHEST RAE E^ 
Was Ohrist Orucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 
dener.........-eeo eee gvestoRes e oan e». 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg.. vee 085 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk...... 50 
PocketTheology. Voltaire...............--.- 25 
Why Dont God Kill the. Devil? M. Bab- $ 
QcookR,........- seetsnerecozoesososróo c nn D 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 

alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll...........,.. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
rootor........ enrera ences ener e 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
Hart.......... HD REDEEM 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged............,.... se. 80 
False aims of the Ohurch. John E. 
Remsburg....... ........ num Waxsiawe 10 
Issums or 1898.—1$3. 
Thomas_ Paine, Vindicated. Ool. Robert 

a ngerso PETERT 15 
The Oreation of God. 

. mann... évilecizsaseesussesere. 160 
Grimes of Preachers in the United States. 
. E. Billings ......c,cccesessesatccoosene Ø 
Resurrection of Jesus........... SEHEN e. 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Dell...... 50 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. §. P. Putnam. ........... 25 

Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER.,........... see l) 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 
John E. Remsburg...... EN 50 

Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. Putnam..,......... 95 
Common Sense, Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 

Pleaspre gad Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
Bee nodo hn mews ate ce . 80 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein - 10 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson e. 96 

Bister Lucy. Her Awful Disolosures of 
Newhall Convent..:....... EAA 10 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
WIXOD os eo nco rro MRNA . 10 

Issues or 1804.—4$3. 

Thumbscrew and Hack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 


Nelf-Oontradictions ofthe Bible. W. H. Burr — 15 

During the year other standard Freothought 
Works ne published and sent to subscribers 
as they & 5 

early subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 

published in one year. In ordering please say 
which me is desired, 

Bingle numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these Manufactu- 
xer's Prices. 


REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen's Stze. 


ounce, $1 extra. In 14 kt gold filled, onen face, 
21 year case, $14, $15.50, $17, 819, 928. Hunting 
case, $8 extra, In 10 kt., 15 year case, either 
kind, $8 less. 
Ladtes’ Size. i 

Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
cases, 7 jewels, $18; 11 jewels, $14.50; 15 jewels, 
$19. ‘In 14 kt., solid gold, hunting cases, $23, 
$24.60, $29. 

THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchable) hair spring, beautitul, double sunk, 
paneled dial, nickel, gold damasooned finish, ad- 
justed to heat and cold and positions. L ates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect time 
keeper. 

Gentlemen's Size. 

Prices: In 8 ounce silverire case. $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 10 kt., 15 year cases, $8 
088. 


Laates’ Bize. 

Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $80. 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. 

All gold and filled cases made bv best manufac- 
turers as Boss, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain, 
engine turned, or artistically engraved. i 

oods shipped by express, charges prepatd. 


SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBPRAL JBWBLBR. 
Send for prico-lists, ROCHELLE, ILL. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


laints, and a description of the Doctor's 
mportant medical discovery--&n Onta 

ward Applicntion—a positive cure—the only rem. 
edy of the kind In existence—with evidences of suc 
"55 Address. DR. R. P, FELLOWR, 
„o where yon saw thadver, Vineland, N.J 


EF- I wish to say that I am an out-and-ou 
Tende and I trast the Freethinkers of the lan4 
will give me their patronage and not waste the 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fev. 
lows. 


“THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 30, 1894. 
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KING NEB IS 


URNED OUT TO GRASS. 


The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as 
oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ 


claws.—Dan. iv, 33. 


Thomas Paine's Works. |JYews of the Week. 


SDAA ER RED oS 


6 copies tur $1; cloth. 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(Lite). By J „E Remsbvrg, 
Yortrait. Pap., t0c.; clo., 750. 

COMMON SENSE. (1176.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 

volution ap., 40.5 Clo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp.; 
clop $3 i leather, $4; morocco, 

LIFE ÓF. By O. Blanchard. 
Pap., 40c.; clo., with portrait; 60c. 

LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 

With History of his Literary, Pa- 

litical, and Religious Career i 

America, 

and a Sketch by Wil iam C d 


Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 
LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 500, 
LI OF. ByG. Vale. $1. 


LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 
POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10e 
POLITICAL WORKS :. ‘‘Oom- 
Hen ,Be e. “ Crisis,” “Rights of 
an ,0U. 
RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack m the Trenoh Rev- 
ution. &p-. Cc; 01Q.. 5 
TESTEONTANS TO His MER- 
TS. Comp. by Moreau. 106. 
THEOLOGICAL WORKS: ‘‘Age 
' of Reason,” “ Examination of the 
Prophecies,” etc. with Life of 
Paine and steel portrait, $1.50. 
VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 
Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll. wc. 


CONWAY’S EDITION 
OF 


THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ** The Life of Thomas Paine,” ** Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” etc. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's “ Life of 
Paine.” Price per Volume, $2.50. 


An edition of one hundred and fifty numbered copies hound in half leather, ft 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ‘‘The Writings of Washington,” ‘*The 
Writings of Jefferson," etc. Price, per volume, $4. _ : : ; 

For the general reader the $8 editiou of Paine’s works is sufficient, as it contains all of his 
writings upon which his fame substantially rests. But for those who desire to go deeper into the 
subject of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly commend the “Life of Paine" by Mr 
Conway, and this edition of Paine’s works edited by him It is the fullest that we are likely to have, 
and the student of history, and particularly the writer, should have it upon his shelves. 

The work will consist of four volumes, and will be arranged chronologically. The cause of 
America, as Paine said, made him an author, and the first volume will cover the period of the 
Ámerican Revolution, eginning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with Paine’s anti- 


slavery essay, and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the Pennsylvania Magazine; 
these bon fcllowed by the great revolutionary, political, and controversial pamphlets which made 
such a rofound impression on the country. 


Thesecond volume will consist mainty of the * Rights of Man,” and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish politics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs, |. E . 
he third and fourth volumes will consist mainly of Paine's religious writings, but will also 
ontain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 
given Paine’s poems. 2 : 
` The first volume is now ready for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
whole set will be taken and filled as the volumes ap ear, or the volumes can be purchased sepa- 
tately. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Bap floods in some parts of Austria. 


The White Cap savagery has broken out 
near Middletown, N. Y. 


GzonaEg P. A. Heaty, celebrated por- 
trait artist, died June 24th. : 


ALBERT P. BunRBANE, humorist and 
comic sketch writer, is dead. 


Kansas Populists refused to go on 
record on the question of prohibition. 


Ir is thought the tariff bill will get 
Mrough the Senate this week or early the 
next. 

Ex-Senator BisHorp W. 
Kansas, died 
week. 


Keury, the industrial leader, was ac- 
quitted at Lonisville, Ky., of the charge of 
vagrancy. 


PERKINS, of 
suddenly in Washington last 


Turrr isa gas war in Brooklyn. One 
eompany has put the price down to ninety 
cents per one thousand feet. 


Waen the commonweslers were con- 
victed at Leavenworth on June 19th the 
made & dash for liberty and forty escaped. 


Aw explosion in the Albion coal mine, 
near  Pont-y-Pridd, Glamorganshire, 
Wales, has resulted in the death of eighty 
miners. 


FonrTY-rivE persons who were crossing 
the river Jak in Russia on a ferry-boat 
were drowned by the listing ofthe over- 


.| erowded boat. 


Governor PATTISON of Pennsylvania has 
called out troops to preserve order in Jef- 
ferson county, where strikers hav com- 
mitted many outrages. 


Erastus WiMAN, convicted of forgery in 
the second degree, received a sentence of 
five and one-half years to state’s prison. A 
short stay was granted. . 


CunaNazs in the current of the Missouri 
threaten the destruction of the Burlington 
road’s property and the manufacturing 
portion of St. Joseph, Mo. 


Tue California Republican convention 
declared for the free and unlimited coin- 
age of silver at theratio of 16 to 1. M. M. 
Estee received the gubernatorial nomina- 
tion. 


AnoHpisHOP Taos, veryf prominent in 
Manitoban affairs, died on June 22d. For 
more than forty years his has been ‘‘an 
authority almost primitiv in its absolute 
character.” 


Tue tug J. D. Nichols sunk off Sea- 
bright, N. J., June 24th, and seventeen 
men were lost. Fifty-five are missing. 
Many other disasters occurred, involving 
the loss of a large number of lives in the 
aggregate. 


ApsuTANT-GENERAL TrmoTHY J. TARNSEY 
of Colorado was kidnaped and tarred and 
feathered at Colorado Springs on June 28d, 
The crime is supposed to hav been com- 
mitted by the deputy-sheriffs, who are very 
bitter against him because of his friendly 
attitude toward the striking miners. 


BENJAMIN SroppERT EwELL, president 
of William and Mary College, Ya., recenti 
deceased. Born June 10, 1810, he held 
the above-named office both before and 
after the Civil War, in which he served 
with distinction. 


SEORETARY oF WAR LaMont proposes to 
abolish the recruiting bureaus for the 
army. It will effect a considerable savin 
and the system of regimental recruiting ig 
considered better, aside from this. Of 
course interested cities are objecting. 


Mextoo and China hav concluded a 


-| treaty which permits the naturalization of 


Chinamen in Mexico and opens that coun- 
try to Chinese commerce. Mexico secures 
the same privileges in China. The rivers 
and harbors of each country are opened to 
the other. 


Hatou’s Anti-option bill has passed the 
House by s vote of 150 to 87. The afirm- 
ativ votó is made up of 93 Democrats, 
47 Republicans, and 10 Populists. Sixty- 
one Democrats and twenty-six Repub- 
licans voted in the negativ. The result is 
surprising. ; 


Srx thousand bakers in Lisbon - struck 
because of a municipal regulation that the 
master bakers deposit eight thousand reis 
as a guarantee that they will sell bread 
of a certain weight. The strikers were 
surrounded by soldiers and marched back 
to work. For two days the soldiers baked 
bread for the city. 


MapnrsoN Square GARDEN was filled with 
an immense crowd on Sunday evening, 
June 24th, the occasion being the second 
popular concert of the National Saenger- 
fest of the Northeastern Saengerbund. 
Six thousand German singers were on the 
stage. More than ten thousand people 
were in.the audience. Monday evening 
the audience numbered 12,000. 


Sapr Carnot, president of France, was 
stabbed at 9:15 P. w., June 24th, by a young 
Italian Anarchist as he sat in his carriage 
in Lyons. He had just left the chamber 
of commerce banquet to go to the Grand 
Theater. He lingered until 12:45 A.M., 
June 25th. The assassin was with diffi- 
culty saved from lynching. Anti-Italian 
pote par occurred and grave trouble is 
eared, 


Emperor WinLrAM has interposed’ to 
secure an amicable settlement of the 
threatening difficulty between England 
and France, growing out of the Anglo- 
Belgian agreement concerning territories 
in Africa. A new treaty is to be signed in 
Brussells by the four powers involved. 
England’s land-grabbing policy has re- 
ceived & check for the time. \ 


Tur Hungarian House of Magnates re- 
considered its former vote and passed the 
civil marriage bill. This action was in- 
duced by the pressure of the emperor, 
who saw the necessity of qrclding to public 
opinion in Hungary. Premier Wekerle. 
has three other ecclesiastical bills ready,. 
one providing for the free exercise of wor-. 
ship, & second regulating the relation of: 
offspring of mixed marriages, and the: 
third providing for equal religious rights: 
of Jews and Christians, 


Antiquity 


Unveiled. 


—9— 


Ancient Voices | 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startting Rev- 
elattons. 

-0 7-7 
Proving Christianity 
" to be of 


DV Heathen Origin, 


(ILLUSTRATED.L 
Price, ---- $1.50. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE GIANT DELUSION. 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Xmmortality. 


By OFTO WETTSTEIN. 
A Paper read at the International Free 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1993. Sonn 
Price, 10 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York cit 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W.H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the. 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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OF JESUITS. 


A twelve-page protest against the Sunday bills 
offered in Congress by Kyle, Johnson, Gallinger, 
and Morse will be sent for five cents Twenty five 
copies, three cents each; one hundred copies, $2. 


The question of the taxation of church property 
should be kept before the New York Constitutional 
Convention in every possible way. We cannot 
afford to let this opportunity to establish equity in 


taxation be fruitless through the neglect of our | 


share of the work. The New York section of the 
Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will; as usual, 
write to members of the committees likely to con- 
sider this subject. Write each week to those not 
previously addressed by you. Here is a full list of 
the committeemen : 


Mr. Milo M. Acker, of Hornellsville; Commodore 
P. Vedder, Ellicottville; T. S. Johnsou, Warsaw; Owen 
Cassidy, Havana; A. B. Steele, Herkimer; 8. B. J acobs, 
Brooklyn; O. A. Fuller, Wellsville: F. B. F. Tibbetts, 
Ithaca; C. R. Pratt, Elmira; A. L. Kellogg, Oneonta; 
William P., Goodelle, Syracuse; John A. Barhite, 
Rochester; D, Gerry Wellington, Hamilton; B. S. Dean, 
Jamestown; Charles H. Moore, Plattsburg; W. J. Mon- 
tayne, Cortland; M. L. Parker, Lyndonville; J. M. May- 
bee, Livingston M.; W. J. Roche, John H. Peck, Troy; 
Peter A. Rogers, West Troy; E. A. Brown, Dolgeville; 
W. M, Mullen, Stapleton; Wm. Kimmey, D. P. Kerwin, 
John T. McDonough, Albany; F. W. Hollis, Yonkers; 
E. R, Brown, Watertown; H. R. Durfee, Palmyra; M. 
H. Hirschberg, Newburg; J. E. MolIntyre, Potsdam; 
H. W. Hill Buffalo; Frederick Fraser, Salen; G. R. 
Cornwell, Penn Yan; J. W. Riggs, H. A. Powell, Mira- 
beau L. Towns, Brooklyn; A. H. Peabody, New Leb- 
anon; C. L. Phipps, East Rockaway; C. W. H. Arnold, 
Stastsburg; C. B. McLaughlin, Port Henry; L. M. 


Mauley, Long Island City; G. L. Danforth, Middleburg; 
F. T. Fitzgerald, W. McM. Speer, Nelson Smith, W. P. 
Burr, M. J. Mulqueen, J. W. McLaughlin, 8. S. Blake, 
E. Lauterbach, L, A. Giegerich, Elliot Sandford, C. S. 
Truax, Robert E. Deyo, H. W. Platzek, Francis Forbes, 
Eugene Durnin, Thomas Gilleran, A, C. Hottenrorth, 


New York." 

We hope that every member of the Freethought 
Letter-Writing Corps wrote last week to Ginn & 
Co., of Boston, in regard to the scheme of the Cov- 
enanters to hav published school books containing 
matter in advocacy of Sabbath observance. This 
week the corps will write to Potter & Co., of Phila- 
delphia, a school-book firm whose representativ 
“could see no objection " to the plot. We reprint 
the synopsis of the report made to the Presbytery 
by the committee “To Secure the Introduction of 
Literature on Sabbath Observance into School 
Books ”: 


“Dr. H. H. George reported that he had 
corresponded with three leading school-book publishers; 
viz.: Ginn & Co., Boston; Potter & Co., Philadelphia, 
and the American Book Company, New York. The first 
mentioned thought it a grand idea, and would like to hay 
the matter continued, and suggested that some sample 
manuscripts be prepared and submitted to the company. 
The second, or representativ of the Potter & Co, firm, 
could see no objection to it, and would be quite willing 
to consider it further. he American Book Company 
did not know that it would be expedient. They were 
aiming to meet any publio demand in the line of school 
books, but had not known of any demand in the direction 
of Sabbath literature for such books. The committee 
deems it advisable to take further steps to prepare some 
disenssion of the subject of tbe Sabbath in a graded 
series to suit the different schoo! readers, and also & more 


analytic discussion of the subject for the text-book on 
physiology, and hay them submitted to these and other 
book firms." 


Mr. Futnam tells us about his first lectures on 
this trip and we judge that he is encouraged by the 
reception which was accorded him in Michigan. 
This is hot weather for campaigning, and every- 
thing, almost, is against our earnest champion. 
The very dull times will inevitably greatly lessen 
the number of his engagements and the strike 
against the Pullman Company will render these 
times still duller, besides probably seriously inter- 
fering with his freedom of locomotion. Under 
these circumstances we shall be glad if our sub- 
seribers and others will conspire with us in making 
up an extra large list of orders for “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” so that we can send 
the Secular Pilgrim an inspiring message next 
week. Our offer of Tus Trura SzEkzR for one 
year (old and new subscribers) and “Four Hun- 
dred Years” for $6.50 still stands, while the book 
alone costs $5. These are for cash orders. Send 
in your names at once and they will get into the 
great book. The following subscriptions hav been 
received since the last acknowledgment was made: 


Alabama.—Geo. Keer. 
California.—Charles Ginger. 

Towa.— William Quick. 

Nebrasks.— Walter Francois. 

New Hampshire. — Edward Runnells. 
New York.—Jacob Buckemeer. 
Pennsylvania.—T. E. Chidester. 
Texas.—W. W. & H. C. Ballew. 
Washington.—America La Follette, 
Wisconsin.—H. C. Nelson, 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
Sr —— — 


FourHundrod Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

Tt will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. I 

Tt will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. i é AM . 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages | 


of Human History, . 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the, most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
. Nothing Can be More Interesting, 

. more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 

NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science, , Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman?s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Bpinoza.. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau, Castelar. | Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia, Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. | Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child, 
Hamilton; | Darwin. Owen.. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. adel. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Oady Stanton. 
Biichner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. : Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. dener. 
Annie Besant, 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 


It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Oapt, R. O. Adams, | Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, 


J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mra. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert O. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Blizur Wright, Oharles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, W. Foote, D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. ' 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
should be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


&nd in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, , 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 
` Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 

possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON'T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain 

Gver Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It will. be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought— what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the publie, and no Freethinker 
ean afford to be without it, It is a library in itself. . 
Address orders to . THE TRUTH SEEKEB, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


|FOUR. HUNDRED YEARS 


SPECIAL OFFER. 

We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. ` 


We need more subscribers to Tue 
Teura Ssxxgr, and every Freethinker 


needs * Four Hundred Years of Free- 


thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is-the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
alb, and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES.. 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

f Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WAISON HES!ON, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. . 


‘Remember, to the Getter-up of The Ciub, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGAT, 
free, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book —either “Old Testament 
Stories Comically. tlustrated,”’ or W. S. Beil's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue Truru SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. E 


We want to extend our circulation. 
and we want to help our fri nds to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 


|the country, especially with these 


Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 

receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 
: Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en 
rolled in its shining pages. 
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[s LAFAYETTE PL) $3.00 Per Year. 
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28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Single subscription, in advance.........csc.sanccvosveconcenccs $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advanoe.......cceeeee eee rene 
Two new subsoribers.. n en. 0 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, i in one remittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
tance. 


Reads caicev ie usse Usos sack eesiwsciecreals des pecseearecoes 50 

One inbaoription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
ptr p EEE ET T T S 0 0n 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-oftoe 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

. 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.-We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the namé and address of 
any Freethinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $6.50 we will send Tue TauruH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam's “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


: For $5 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and ‘“Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Truta SzzkER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we.will send Tax aura Szzkxa one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurx SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tug TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). | 

` For $4 we will send Tur Truta SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Oomically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad :f our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


‘Statesmen and Sunday Statutes. 

When we prepared the circular letter on the Sun- 
day bills we did not harbor the delusion that a very 
large number of. our Senators and Representativa 
would place themselvs on record in Tux Trors 
Srexer, but we did think that we should get more 
than thirteen answers from nearly four hundred 
&nd fifty men. It seems, however, that not only 
those who favor the secular idea of government, but 
those also who are willing to grant privileges to the 


`] church, do not wish to be quoted. Why men who 


hav clear-cut views on this subject should shrink 
from letting their constituents know what they are 
is reasonably plain, and illustrates anew the truth 
that votes make “cowards of us all" It is not 
* conscience" nowadays; universal suffrage has its 
beneficent uses, but it has played havoc with the 
backbones of lawmakers. They realize that num- 
bers, not intelligence, count at the polls, and the 
Representativ who knows or believes that the elec- 
torate of his district is made up of men who think 
and of men who only think they think, in the ratio 
of one of the former to ten of the latter, must be a 
man of extraordinary probity and courage if he says 
much about those convictions of his which he has 
reason to apprehend are not acceptable to the ma- 
jority. And even the minority is dangerous in a 
close district; it may be able to turn the scales 


against one who has the sympathy, on some partic- 


ular question, of the great, majority of the voters, 
but many of whom cannot support him because 
they are the adherents of another political party or 
of other parties. So it comes to pass that our na- 
tional legislators dare not say what they think 
about the pending Sunday bills, even when they 
feel that they are sustained by the popular opinion 
of their sections; “there is many a slip” between 
the hustings and the Capitol, and a handful of dis- 
satisfied sovereigns may so-combine with the oppo- 
sition as to be able to relegate the over-frank 
“gavior of his country” to the shades of private life. 

Upon just how many diverse institutions, princi- 
ples, laws, etc., “ the perpetuity of this government 


| depends” we are not informed, but Representativ 


Latimer says there is no hope for the nation if Sun- 
day is not observed, and the last issue of the Voice 
asserts just as solemnly that we must kill the liquor 
business or it will kill the state. We confess that 
we think it is not nearly so important that Sunday 
be set apart entirely for the use of the priest as it 
is that liberty shall be respected, justice enforced, 
and comradeship prevail on all the days of the 
week. Weare not so very particular whether our 
neighbors go to church, to the baseball game, set 
type on or sell the Sunday and other newspapers, 
visit the country, gather their harvests, read in the 
public library, or remain in their own homes. What 
is essential is that they are happy in minding their 
own business. We want them to respect our and 
one another's rights, and we want them to do this 
not only on Sunday but on the six so-called week- 
days. We are not especially amused or edified by 
the spectacle of a man who from Monday morning 
to Saturday night is a rascal in his shop or office 
and then on Sunday goes to church with a sancti- 
monious face, after having first closed the doors 
and gates of all places of recreation and instruc- 
tion, locked the railway switches, stopped the mo- 
tors in the power houses of the electric and cable 
lines, and set a policeman in front of our place of 
business to prevent us from accommodating our- 
selvs and our would-be patrons. Mr. Latimer 
should return to his farm and devote a part of his 
spare time to the study of nature’s processes. Pos- 
sibly he may be able to invent some device whereby 


his cotton, corn, grass, yame, and peanuts will help 
perpetuate our government by “the proper observ- 
ance of the Sabbath day.” So long as they sacrile- 
giously grow on the blessed Sunday, it is just 
conceivable that “God” is not worrying so very 
anxiously about this business. 


Representativ Harter is altogether too able a man 
to be fooled by the cant about a law-enforced * rest" 
day and we hav heretofore esteemed him as too 
honest to attempt to fool others with that trans- 
parent humbug. He says that he is a Lutheran 
and keeps “what is known as the Sabbath,” by 
which he is supposed to mean Sunday. We hav 
his assurance that he has no wish to compel others 
to share his views. How could he compel others to 
think as he thinks? Does he believe that it is pos- 
sible to legislate beliefs into men’s brains? He 
probably means to say that he does not wish to 
force others to observe the same day that he does. 
Yet he declares that he would establish a day of 
“rest.” Would not this result in compelling 
“others by law” to conform their actions to his de- 
sire? What natural or constitutional right has 
he to dictate to his fellow-citizens the times of rest 
or labor? Why should their repreation on one day 
of the week be interfered with by the state on the 
ground that Michael D. Harter knows better than 
they what is good for them? Where does he get 
his peculiar and paramount authority? To the 
citizen who is denied the opportunity to attend to 
his legitimate business on Sunday, what difference 
does it make whether the meddler is the priest or 
the politician? In fact, the priest is helpless with- 
out the assistance of the politician, ani when the 
latter givs the former the statute he wants, is not 
the law, to all practical intents and purposes, the 
priest’s law, and will it not enforce the observance 
of a religious Sunday? ‘The priest wishes to hav 
work and amusement on Sunday forbidden. If the 
legislators forbid them, then the priest has obtained 
what he wanted, and he does not care the snap of 
his finger whether the law that has gratified his de- 
sire was adopted ostensibly in the name of rest or 
of worship; it was actually in his interest, which is, 
for him, the only consideration of any importance. 
And the oppression under the law is not one iota 
less painful if “rest” was the god in whose name 
it was enacted. It is positivly childish to split 
hairs in the way Mr. Harter has done. 

If the Ohio Representativ is not willing to trust 
to the good sense and self-interest of the people to 
select such periods of rest and recreation as they 
would like, or if he thinks that grasping employers 
would giv employees no rest in the absence of law, 
why is he not content to act upon our rational sug- 
gestion that there be-secured to all who desire it 
one day's rest each week, leaving to the individuals 
immediately concerned the choice of the day? We 
hav placed unanswerable arguments in support of 
this idea before him in “Congress and Sunday 
Laws,” and we again call his attention to the fact 
that it is perfectly feasible to giv to all a weekly 
‘rest day, if they wish it, without punishing or 
threatening to punish, any man or women for en- . 
gaging in honest work or seeking recreation and 
instruction on Sunday. Let us kick out Cant and 
be sensible. 


We regret that Representativ Griffin is so uncer- 
tain as to the action he “may be induced to take 
when the question becomes a practical one.” The 
debates in Congress and the press during the strug- 
gle over the closing of the World's Fair on Sunday 
should hav furnished every member of the House 
and Senate with all the “light” needed. Since that 
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contest closed the work of education has not been 
suffered to languish and there is no reason why so 
simple, so clear, so self-evident a proposition as this, 
that the citizen’s time on Sunday is rightfully his 
own as surely asit is on Monday or Saturday, should 
require a protracted discussion to force recognition 
and acceptance. 


General Wheeler is evidently trying to ride two 
horses at the same time. Only the best performers 
can do that feat successfully and we are apprehen- 
siv that the Alabamian will hav a bad fall if he does 
not curb his equestrian ambition. How he can, 
*on general principles,” “support a bill tending to 
foster and encourage religion,” while he realizes 
that “laws which fetter individual liberty and bring 
religion into the domain of legislation are of doubt- 
ful utility,” he does not attempt to explain, quite 
possibly because he sees that the two positions can 
not be reconciled. How does General Wheeler 
propose to adopt a law intended “to foster and en- 
courage religion ” and yet avoid bringing “religion 
into the domain of legislation”? The notion is 
ridiculous. ‘On general principles” no law-maker 
has the slightest shadow of moral or constitutional 
right to foster and encourage religion by law, nor 
to oppress and discourage it. His only duty in the 
premises is to keep his official hands off religion 
and attend strictly to his business as a civil legis- 
lator. We cannot understand why General Wheeler 
needs at this late day to be told this. But it is 
evident that he requires the instruction. 


Representativ Grady talks well along noncom- 
mittal lines. Itis to be regretted that he did not 
say specifically what his attitude is toward the 
pending Sunday statutes. To be sure, he speaks of 
the Sunday observance bill as one of the “logical 
outgrowths ” of the “hateful tree” of “imperialism 
and paternalism,” but this does not signify, for he 
said the same thing of the Anti-option bill, and yet 
on June 23d he voted for that identical bill. He 
has also recently introduced in the House a bill to 
regulate the quality and fix the price of gas in the 
District of Columbia. Both of these acts go to 
show that his generalizations about paternalism, in- 
cluding Sunday legislation, are to be taken with 
several grains of allowance. 


There is no doubt about the position of Repre- 
sentativs Cummings, Richardson, Hayes, Bowers, 
and Maguire, but Senators Peffer and McMillan 
keep their secrets well, as do the three hundred 
and forty-seven Representativs and eighty-three 
Senators who do not respond. This is an indica- 
tion not ominous of the immediate defeat of the 
Sabbatarians. It shows that the national legis- 
lators are waiting to see which side can make the 
most noise. In the World’s Fair conflict the advo- 
cates of repression, by means of fictitious petitions, 
created the impression that they were an over- 
whelming majority of the people. But that despicable 
trick has been so thoroughly exposed that it is not 
probable that the theocrats can soon again so com- 
pletely dupe even the American Congress. If Free- 
thinkers keep their eyes open and their energies in 
full play the current theocracyward may eventually 
be turned back upon itself. 


In this connection it may not be unprofitable to 
again giv some of the facts relating to the petitions 
sent to Congress in reference to the Sunday-closing 
of the World’s Fair. The actual number of peti- 
tioners calling for the closing of the Fair on Sun- 
day was 315,154; those protesting against closing 
numbered 300,000. The Sundayites claimed that 
. 40,000,000 people had asked for Sunday closing ; 

they attempted to substantiate this claim by offer- 
ing to Congress petitions said to number 25,509,132, 
Here are a few samples of their rascality: Michigan 
has a population of 2,093,896; it was represented 
to hav sent 4,096,240 petitions. The population of 
Ohio is 3,672,316; they said she sent 4,104,396 
petitions. Pennsylvania’s inhabitants number 
5,258,014; the Sundayite petitions were pretended 
to bear the names of or to represent 15,552,473 peo- 
ple? Think ofit! If every man, woman, and child, 
: including new-born babes, in these three states had 
asked for Sunday closing the petitioners would hav 


been but 11,024,226. According to the good Sab- 
batarians 23,753,109 names were secured in those 
states. In other words, there were 12,728,883 
more alleged signatures or votes for Sunday closing 
than there were people of all ages in the states 
named. How this was done was told by an honest 
Presbyterian minister, Rev. Mr. Cross, to a commit- 
tee of Congress, as follows: 


** Mn, CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMITTEE: 
The real object of my being here to speak a word is in 
favor of intellectual honesty on the part of the orthodox 
churches. I am a minister of an orthodox church. I 
notice in my territory that these church petitions are ex- 
ceedingly delusiv as to the number of those that sign 
them or vote for them. Now, for example, in one in- 
stance in our state the Presbyterians passed a resolution, 
saying that we represent so many, aggregating a certain 
membership; and then the Christian Endeavor Society, 
composed of many of the same church-members alluded 
to by that Presbyterian church, will pass a like resolution 
and say we represent fifty, seventy, or one hundred 
members. And then it will be brought before the 
Sunday-school. And many of the persons who are 
counted as voting for the resolutions will hav been 
counted three, four, or five times; and it is almost on the 
principle of voting earzy and often, which is so much op- 
posed in secular politics. I am a witness to this fact: 
There was one petition claiming to represent eighty 
church-members that signed the petition to Congress, 
but they were not present at all. It was ata Sunday- 
school, and the vote was taken by the Sunday-school 
superintendent, and there were children voted for these 
resolutions that were not old enough to know whether 
the expression ‘World’s Fair’ meant the pretty girls in 
the next pew or the Columbian Exposition in Chicago." 


Will these facts furnish “new light "for Repre- 
sentativ Griffin and his equally or more undecided 
fellow legislators? 


Peeuliar Arguments for Chureh Exemption. 


When we made up the symposium on church tax- 
ation we overlooked one reply we had received, a 
letter from the treasurer of Livingston county. It 


follows this: 
** GeNESEO, N. Y., May 27, 1894. 

“E. M. Maoponatp: Replying to the questions pro- 
pounded, I would say: 1. In my judgment church prop- 
erty should not be taxed. 2. I think the exemption 
thereof amounts practically to an appropriation from the 
state, and on no other theory would the exemption be 
tolerated. So long as the practice is universal, and so 
long as the national quartet of words, ‘In God we trust,’ 
is placed upon our coins; and so long as the state, through 
a majority of its individuals, believes that any church 
doctrin minimizes bad citizenship, and tends to promote 
good citizenship, then the exemption is justified and 
meets with my approval. 


** Yours truly, Jas. B. Hampton.” 


Just why the exemption of church property from 
taxation should be tolerated only on the ground 
that it is really an appropriation from the state for 
the support of religion Mr. Hampton does not state. 
We, who read the Constitution carefully and are 
familiar with the theory of our government, would 
say without hesitation that exemption could be 
tolerated on any other ground more readily than on 
this which Mr. Hampton declares is the only one 
which sanctions it. What is his idea regarding the 
relations of church and state? If he really believes, 
as his words indicate, that the government is justified 
in voting money for the sustainment of religious 
institutions, where would he stop? What are his 
reasons for believing that the majority may right- 
fully take the money of the minority for the propa- 
gation of the theological dogmas of that majority? 
What are constitutions for if not to preserve the 
reserved rights of the otherwise helpless minority ? 
We wish to remind the gentleman that the practice 
is not universal, and that, if it were, that fact would 
not warrant its own continuance. Hundreds of 
wrongs and crimes which Treasurer Hampton would 
not for a moment defend hav, at one time and an- 
other, been universally accepted as natural and 
right. The presence of “In God We Trust” on 
our coins does not affect the question of church 
taxation one way or the other. The motto has no 
business there, as Mr. Hampton ought to know. 

It is evident that our correspondent would look 
with complacency upon the exemption from taxation 
of the property of any one church which the major- 
ity of the citizens of the county or state thought 
promotiv of good citizenship. If the majority of 
the people of Pennsylvania should reach the conclu- 
sion that the Presbyterian church is the only one 


which can exert such an educativ power, they would l 
be justified, if Mr. Hampton’s reasoning is sound, in... 
exempting the property of that church from taxation, ü 
and levying an additional tax upon all.other churches’ 
in the state. If the majority of the people of this : 
state had a similar opinion concerning the Catholic i 
church, its property would be exempted, and thai < 
of other churches and of the citizens generally would 
be double-loaded. Will Mr. Hampton stand by 
the logie of his own argument? 


A Missionary Seheme. ; 

Tue TauTH SEEKER has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou. ` 
sands of the * Church Property” pamphlet, and it 


is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 


hav also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
more thousands of Trur SrExERS hav been soat- 
tered broadcast over the land. i 

With the advent of hot weather the political 
bodies will soon adjourn, but the people of the 
country will remain in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
and we want to devote a little attention to them. ` 

Probably no one book has made more converts ` 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” It is. 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
horiest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the. 
church on. the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered” and never.can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to’ 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will: 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
It has liberalized thousands and will 
That book started Tux 
TavrE SEEKER, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 


amount. 
liberalize thousands more. 


whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
There are more like him in 


the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


was a rigid churchman. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this paper to 
send us the names and addresses of EIGHT of his 
Christian acquaintances and ONE DOLLAR, and we: 
will mail each of them a copy of Paine's “AGE OF 
REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mailthe . 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and . 
À few  Freeihinkers 
in a community ean club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 


the church undermined. 


and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
to scatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direction, 
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Christians Attack Their Own Fetich. 


.It is peculiarly unfortunate for the champions of 
Christianity that several of the persecutions insti- 
tuted under the Comstock postal statutes hav been 
against men and women whose chief or only offense 
was that they had sent through the mails extracts 
from God's own and only sacred book. The latest 
victim of the rash zeal of the Lord’s political ser- 
vant is our aged friend, Mr. J. B. Wise, of Clay 
Center, Kansas. Senators Vest and Gorman wanted 
the anti-lottery laws so doctored that they would 
not interfere with gambling in churches; it would 
appear that the laws against obscene literature 
should plainly exempt the Bible, as otherwise hot- 
headed United States marshals are likely. to call 
attention to the character of-the scriptures in a 
way that cannot but be destructiv of popular rev- 
‘erence for that more or less ancient work. 

These letters are self-explanatory : 


** OLAY Center, KAN., June 26, 1894. 
«EDITOR TRUTA SEEKER: Inclosed you will find a letter 
from J. B. Wise, with whom you are more or less ac- 
quainted, as he is the distributor of Freethought litera- 
‘tre in these parts. ` For some time he carried on a cor- 
respondence by letter with the Rev. Vennum. Each was 
trying to convert the other, and of course quoted scrip- 
ture. I hav read one or two of Vennum’s letters, and 
advised Mr. Wise to quit, as it was doing no good; he 
promised to do so, but wound up by quoting the twelfth 
verse of the the thirty-sixth chapter of Isaiah on a postal 
card, without comment. The reason he used a card was 
that, being very poor, a cripple with only one arm; also 
crippled in his chances of making a living because he is a 
Liberal, he at the time was out of funds; no stamps or 
stationery, but happening to hav a postal card, he used it, 
thinking no harm. Now about two months ago a postal 
inspector came to. my place, where Wise happened to be 
that day, and asked if he wrote the card. ‘Yes,’ replied 
Wise, and the inspector asked the reason why. He was 
told and then left. We thought the matter had dropped, 
hearing no more of it for so long a time. But about the 
22d of this month Wise disappeared, and by accident I 
heard about it three or four days afterward, but could 
not find out where he was until I heard from Sheriff 
Neeley, of Topeka, and Sheriff Rothenberger, of Leaven- 
worth, having previously written to them. Mr. Wise’s 
letter will explain the rest. I am now going to try to 
bail him out if it is possible for me to do so. I hope that 
you will giv this publicity and giv us what advice you can 
as to defending him, and thus confer a favor on your 

eLiberal friend, Grorcr Harrison.” 


Here is Mr. Wise’s letter written from the 

Leavenworth jail : 
** LEAVENWORTH, KAN., June 24, 1894. 

“Mr. HARRON, Dear Friend: Your kind and: wel- 
come letter received to-day. I was promised a speedy 
hearing by the United States marshal from 'l'opeka (the 
man who brought me to this place), but as yet T hav had 
not even a hearing, and it seems I can get no satisfaction 
from anyone—not even the United States Marshal 
Neeley or the United States District Attorney Perry— 
and what to doI do not know. This I do know: Iam 
now in the Leavenworth jail and hav been ever since 
Saturday noon, June 16, and hav spent half of that time 
in a locked cell, which is anything but pleasant, espe- 
cially this hot weather. I wrote day before yesterday to 
friend Tebbe in regard to my case, as I could get no 
hearing and no satisfaction whatever in regard to it, and 
that I would like very much indeed if it suited him to 
come and see about it. I was going to come and see you 
before the United States marshal and I started from Clay 
Center, but I.did not hav the time, as I had to start with 
him directly after he had me arrested, in order to take 
that evening freight train east. Your true friend, 

“J. B. Wisz, 
“Leavenworth, Kan. (Care of Sheriff. )" 


There are some rulings from the office of the 
assistant attorney-general, who decides law ques- 
tions for the post-office department, which fully 
cover the case of Mr. Wise. In April, 1891, Mr. B. 
C. Murray, editor of the Sunday Gazetteer of 
Denison, Texas, purchased a copy of the Bible and 
then sat down and wrote a long letter to his local 
postmaster, telling him that he had a book which 
he wished to send through the mails and calling bis 
attention to the postal statutes against sending ob- 
scene literature by post, and also to Mr. Wana- 
maker’s report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1890, quoting from the statutes and the report. 
Mr. Murray also referred the postmaster to a large 
number of passages in the Bible and asked him if 
he could transmit by mail the book containing such 
matter. Mr. Dougherty, the postmaster, wrote at 
once to the department at Washington, stating the 
question, and he received the following reply, which 


the reader will perceive was very promptly forth- 
coming : ; 
** [Corx.] 
** DICTATED, 
"James N. TYNER, 
“ Assistant Attorney-General. 
s OFFICE OF THE ÁSSISTANT ATTORNEY- Gans; 
‘For THE Posr-OrricE DEPARTMENT, : 
** April 24, 1891. 
“O T. DovanznRTY, Postmaster, Denison, Tex.: 

** Sir: In your letter of the 17th inst., you stated that 
Mr. C. B. Murray ‘is anxious for a ruling from the de- 
partment on the question he raises,’ in a certain com- 
munication of his bearing date of the 18th inst., which 
was transmitted with your letter. 

** The question that Mr. Murray raises is as to the mail- 
ability of the volume entitled ‘Holy Bible. I find no 
other question involved in his communication, and I 
think I do not misunderstand the full scope of the ques- 
ion, for he says: ‘I hava book which I would like to hav 
transmitted through the mails; buf before mailing the 
same, I wish to be sure that, in doing so, I would not be 
violating the act of Congress passed March 8, 1878, and 
amended July 12, 1876.’ 

“If Mr. Murray should offer the Holy Bible for mail- 
ing, you can receive and deliver it at your office, or 
transmit it in the mails; for it is not believed in this de- 
partment to come within the prohibitory clauses of the 
act referred to.: The penalty portions of said statute are 
enforcible by the courts, and the question of his liability 
thereunder is a proper one to be submitted to the United 
States attorney. 

** You may assure Mr. Murray that the mailability of 
the volume will not be questioned by the post-office de- 
partment or by any postmaster. 

“t The volume sent with your communication is herein 
returned. $ 

** Very respectfully, JAMES N. TYNER, 
`“ Assistant Attorney-General.” 

About the same time Mr. M. W. St. John, of 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, left a copy of “The Holy Bible 
Abridged” with the postmaster of that city, with 
the request that he send it to the postmaster- 
general in order to ascertain if it was mailable. 
This is Mr. Tyner's reply: 

** OFFIOR oF THE ASSISTANT MA SAT ARIA 
** WasHINGTON, D. ©., April 10, 1891. - 
“S, B. HuwBERT, Postmaster, Cedar Falls, Ia.: 

“ Sir: With your letter of the 7th inst., addressed to 
the postmaster-general (which has been sent to me for 
reply), you submit a volume entitled ‘The Holy Bible’ 
(abridged), and inquire if your opinion that it is unmail- 
able under the provisions of Section 380 Postal Laws and 
Regulations, would be concurred in by this department. 
I answer in the negativ. The volume is made up ex- 
clusivly of reproductions of chapters and verses from the 
Bible and we hav not progressed here to the extent of 
regarding that sacred book as obscene or indecent. 

“If the volume referred to is offered to you for mail- 
ing, you should take it without question. 

** Very respectfully, 
i ** JAMES N. TYNER, 
** Assistant Attorney-General. 

** The volume is herewith returned.” 

Mr. Wise and a gentleman of the law who will 
probably act as his counsel hav been communicated 
with and we hope soon to hear of the former's re- 
lease on bail, if not of his discharge after a pre- 
liminary examination before a United States com- 
missioner. His only offense is sending by mail an 
extract from the Bible; if he is to be punished for 
this, what should be the fate of the pious publish- 
ers and dealers who repeat the transgression a 
million times? 


Push the circulation of the “Church Property” 
pamphlet. Only fifteen cents for a brochure of one 
hundred pages. Ten copies for $1; fifty copies, 
$4.50; one hundred copies, $8; postage always 
prepaid. 


We ask the indulgence of our readers in calling 
their attention to the advertisment on page 430, 
headed * At New Rochelle.” It is of interest to all 
admirers of Thomas Paine, which means to all Free- 
thinkers and Secularists. 

« Whatever excites animal feeling or kindles carnal 
fires in the inner temple of the soul should be swept 
clean out of the prints admitted into our homes and 
handled by our sons and daughters. The churches hav 
this power, and they ought to exercise it at once.” — New 
York Observer. 

This is the death-knell of poetry and of all that 
is exalting in prose, of oratory and art. No more 
beautiful flowers in garden and conservatory, no 
zephyr-laden breezes from the Southlands, no more 
intoxicating perfumes from the orchards of May 
and the clover fields of June. Giv us, O apostles 
of the anti-natural, the lamentations of Jeremiah, the 


pictures of your Christ on the cross and of your 
medieval monks in their filth, the burning sands of 
the desert, and the odors of the charnel-house. 
You owe your very existence to “animal feeling,” 
and you are therefore ashamed. We should be too 
if we were you, and we would hav ample cause to be. 
eg C s 

We are glad to see that light is finding its way 
into.some of the .Catholic newspapers’ editorial 
rooms. The Catholic Citizen has an article about 
the charities of that church and state aid therefor. 
It concludes with these words: 

** And our numerous and starved charities are ever in- 
clined to seek state funds; which fact is continually 
forcing us into politics after sanctimonious boodle. It is 
time that volunteer zeal herein be regulated,” 

The Western Watchman of St. Louis speaks out 
still more clearly and emphatically : 

** The best policy is for us to conduct our own chari- 
ties, pay as we go, and grow as we can without artificial 
forcing. - ° * When sisters hav to lobby for the pas- 
sage of bills, and court the favor of the great to influ- 
ence legislation, God help the religious spirit among 
them! We would like that the announcement were made 
in clarion notes from the lakes to the gulf that the Catho- 
lics of the United States wanted no more state money. 
It would settle the miserable controversy once and 
forever.” 

When a majority of Catholics and Protestants 
get ready to act as Editor Phelan writes the church 
and state question, so far, at least, as the monetary 
side of it is concerned, will be settled in a hurry. 


“Would Woman Suffrage Restrict Personal Lib- 
erty?” was the question discussed by the Sunrise 
Club at its last meeting. The query receives nu- 
merous illustrations. In the Independent Rev. C. 
Bradford, writing of * Equal Suffrage in Colorado,” 
relates two incidents to dispose of the objection 
that the possession of the ballot by women would 
not change results, it being assumed that every 
woman would vote as her husband does, thus 
doubling the totals without displacing the usual 
majorities. In Aspen, the citizens’ ticket bore the 
name of a man who, it was learned, had kept a sa- 
loon and dance hallin another town. Nothing is 
said of his fitness, otherwise, for the office. The 
women voters interested themselvs and secured his 
defeat, in face of the fact that his opponent “ was 
personally very uncongenial and unpopular, though 
of upright morals.” In the same town & woman 
was nominated on the other ticket. Let Mr. Brad- 
ford tell the story: 

*She was the wife of the president of the ‘Free- 
thinkers’ Club’ of the town, and was accused of being of 
the same belief as her husband. She was nominated by 
the People's party for city treasurer, and some of the 
members of the church whose polities outweighed their 
religion supported her; but enough of the women inter- 


ested themselvs in the case to secure her defeat by a ma- 
jority of 150 for her opponent." 


Rev. Austin Phelps, D.D., of Andover Theologi- 
cal Seminary, seems to be quite different from ordi- 
nary men of his profession. He can see facts and 
does not always refrain from letting the world 
know that he sees them. In a work on * English 
Style in Public Discourse," Rev. Mr. Phelps makes 
these candid admissions: f 

** Modern Infidelity is an intellectual giant in compari- 
son with anything in the Infidel records of the past. It 
is to the Infidelity of history, in many respects, what the 
Copernican is to the Ptolemaic astronomy. It is learned 
in resources, shrewd in tactics, well-informed in the 
Christian argument, vigilant of its weak points, self- 
possessed in assurance, and, withal, morally earnest in 
spirit. It seeks, and not without fascinating reasons, to 
establish the ethics of the Bible without the God of the 
Bible. He must be a citizen of no mean city who shall 
Cope successfully with such a foe. It is time to cease 
confounding Infidelity with depravity. We should hav 
done with the stories of Infidel death-beds. - For the 
purposes for which they are commonly used, all pith has 
been taken out of them by the testimony of intelligent 
physicians. As argument for one thing or another they 
go for nothing.” 

That is pretty fair, and needs correction chiefly 
in regard to the alleged “ ethics of the Bible.” Dr. 
Phelps claims too much for that work. The Bible, 
in so far as it teaches ethics, but repeats the max- 
ims that were current before it was written, except 
in a few instances, and what is new is generally 
impractical—much of the overrated “Sermon on 
the Mount,” for example. 
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VERY RETICENT LAWMAKERS. 


SENATORS, REPRESENTATIVS AND 


SUNDAY LAWS. 


WILL THEY VOTE FORTHE PENDING BILLS? 


Some Favor Them, Some Do Not, Many Dis- 
` like to Answer, and But Few Tell What 
They Think—Bowers and Maguire of Cali- 
fornia Are All Right, and So Are Cummings 

of New York, Richardson of Michigan, and 
Hayes of Iowa, but Senator Peffer's Thought 


Is as Yet Undeveloped. 


To each Representativ and Senator of the fed- 
eral Congress the Editor of Tue Trurn Serer 
Some weeks since sent & letter asking how that 
member would vote on the KyleJohnson and 
Gallinger-Morse Sunday bills should they be favor- 
ably reported from the committees to which they 


were referred. Here is a copy of the letter: 


Dear Sms: Kindly permit me to call your atten- 


tion to two bills now in committee rooms of the 
Senate and House. 

The first is entitled “ A Bill to Protect the First 
day of the Week, Commonly Called Sunday, as a 
Day of Rest and Worship in the District of Colum- 
bia.” It is Senate Bill No. 1628, and House Bill 
No. 6215, and was offered in the Senate by Senator 
Gallinger and in the House by Hon. Mr. Morse. 
In the Senate it was sent to the Committee on 
Education and Labor, and in the House to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 


The title of the second is “A Bill for Sunday 


Rest.” This is Senate Bill No. 1890, and House 
Bill No. 6592, and was introduced in the Senate by 
Senator Kyleand in the House by Hon. Mr. Johnson. 
In the Senate it was sent to the Committee on 
Education and Labor, and in the House to the 
Committee on Education. 

1. Should one or both of these bills be reported 
favorably, would you vote therefor ? 

2. If for one but not for the other, which? 

8. If * yes” for either or both, for what reasons? 

4. If “no” against either or both, for what rea- 
sons ? 

As it is possible that the bills named may not be 
conveniently at hand when you receive this, I take 
the liberty to hand you copies herewith. 

Believing that the Gallinger-Morse and Kyle- 
Johnson bills involve principles in which the Amer- 
ican people are vitally interested, I sincerely trust 
that you will not deem the foregoing questions 
trifling or discourteous, and that they will receive 
your candid consideration. 

Respectfully soliciting an early reply, I remain, 

Yours very truly, E. M. Macponatp, 
Editor of Taz Truru SEEKER. 


THE ANSWERS RECEIVED. 


"Three Per Cent of the Representativs and Two and 
One-third Per Cont of the Senators Reply. 


WHAT THE REPRESENTATIVS HAV TO SAY. 


UNEQUIVOCALLY YES. 
AsBURY C. LATIMER, Third District of South Carolina. 
Democrat. Farmer. 

Dear Sm: Your communication of May 28th to 
hand and contents carefully noted. 

Your first question, Should one or both of these 
bills be reported favorably, would you vote therefor? 
In reply to this question, will say that I am decid- 
edly in favor of any law that will look to the proper 
observance of tbe Sabbath day, and am heartily in 
favor of the bill for Sunday rest. In other words, 
I think the perpetuity of this government depends 
upon the proper observance of the Sabbath day. 

Yours truly, A. C. LarrMER. 
YES, WITH OERTAIN INDIREOTIONS. 
Ferrnanvo C. Layton, Fourth District of Ohio. Demo- 
orat. Lawyer. f 

Dear Sim: Yours of the 28th inst. relativ to Sen- 
ate Bill No. 1628 and House Bill No. 6215 to hand, 
and contents duly noted. I would favor both bills 
in part with material amendments, which, at pres- 
ent, I hav not time to indicate. I will giv the mat- 
ter careful investigation and at my earliest opportu. 
nity inform you of my conclusion. 


Yours respectfully, F. C. Layron. 


Mionagn D. Harrer, Fourteenth District of Ohio. Dem- 
ocrat. Manufacturer and Banker. 
Dzar Sm: I am in favor of a law which will in- 
sure one day of rest out of every seven. Such laws 
should be passed by. the states if they are to be op- 


erativ in territory controled by the states. 


subject. 
The day of rest which I would establish by law 
would be a civil, not a religious, day of rest. 
Yours truly, Micmazn D. Harrer.’ 


Lavi T. Guirrin, First District of Michigan, Democrat. 


introduced into the House of Representativs. It is 
be induced to take when the question becomes & 
practical one. New light is often thrown upon the 
subject by discussion. I can only say to you gener- 
ally that I am in favor of a reasonably strict obser- 
vance of the “ first day of the week known as the 
Lord's Day ” and shall do anything that may seem 
necessary and desirable to help the people of the 
District of Columbia to quiet and “Sunday rest” 
on that day. Very truly yours, 
Lzvi T. GRIFFIN. 


ON BOTH SIDES. 
Josera WmurELER, Eighth District of Alabama. 
erat. Planter. 
My Dear Sie: In reply to your letter of inquiry 
I will say that I hav not as yet given careful scru- 
tiny to the bills in question. On general principles 
I would support a bill tending to foster and en- 
courage religion; at the same time I think laws 
which fetter individual liberty and bring religion 
into the domain of legislation are of doubtful 
utility and should be most carefully considered. 
With very high regard, ^ Truly yours, 


Demo- 


Jos. WHEELER. 
NO, APPARENTLY. 
BzNzAMIN F. Gravy, Third District of North Carolina. 
Democrat, Farmer. 

If there were a deadly upas-tree in your yard you 
would hardly make war upon it by simply plucking 
its leaves one at a time; you would dig it up by its 
roots. But we hav had growing up in this country 
for thirty years a deadly tree which I call imperial- 
ism and paternalism, the growth of which has been 
witnessed by a generation of our people, many of 
whom hav recently come to realize its mischievous 
properties, and are now begging that a few of its 
leaves be torn off. So long, however, as the tree 
stands, the rights and liberties of the states and of 
their citizens will be in perpetual peril. Many per- 
sons who hav witnessed in silence, or even with 


‘approval, the growth of this tree are alarmed at the 


threatened Anti-option bill, Sunday observance bills, 


and similar logical outgrowths of this hateful tree. 


B. F. Grapy. 


NO, WITHOUT DOUBT. 
Amos J. CuwMINGs, Eleventh District of New York. 
Democrat. Journalist. 
1. No. : 
4. Common sense. A. J. Cummiunas. 
GxoncE F. Rionarpson, Fifth District of Michigan. 
Democrat. Public Official. : 
1. No. 
- 4. I do not believe in tolerating religious inter- 
ference. Gro. F. Rionarpson. 
WALTER I. Hayes. Second District of Iowa. Demo- 
crat. Lawyer. i 
1. No. 
2. Neither. f : 
4. We hav enough, and too meny, laws at pres- 
ent. Warrer I. Hayes. 


Wutram W. Bowers, Seventh District of California. 
Republican. Hotel Proprietor. 

Dear S: I shall oppose all such bills to estab- 
lish religion—a state religion. The titles of thes 
bills are frauds intended to deceive. The “ Sunday 
rest” pretense is a lie. If these men could hav their 
way the old days of religious persecutions would 
come again, with all their damnable eruelties and 
murders and burnings. It’s bad enough now in 
Maryland and Tennessee and Arkansas, where people 
are imprisoned and robbed because they are Chris- 
tians. Yours truly, W. W. Bowens. 


James G. Macue. Fourth District of California. 
Democrat. Single-Taxer. Lawyer. 


Drar Sm: Your letter of May 28th, with inclo- 
sure, is at hand. 
Replying to your first question permit me tọ 


Personally I am a Lutheran and keep what is 
known as the Sabbath, but hav no wish to compel 
others by law to share the views I enjoy on this 


Dear Sre: [hay yours of the 28th inst., with c^py 
of two proposed bills which it is anticipated will be 


very difficult to say in advance what action one may 


lief is & deadly sin. 


‘welcome them. 
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state that I will not vote for either of the billa 
mentioned. 

The reason for my determination to vote against 
either-or both of said bills is that. I believe in the 
absolute and perpetual separation of church ang 
state; and that I regard the bills in question ag 
measures tending to the establishment of religion 
by this government. Very truly yours, : 
James G. Maavme. 


THE SENATORS. 


NONCOMMITTAL TO A DEGREE. 

WILLIAM A. PEFFER, Kansas. Populist. Journalist, 

Dzar Sim: I hay your favor of the 20th inst., in 
relation to a bill proposing to “protect the first 
day of the week.” If such a bill is brought before 
the Senate for action, I will be certain to do as you 
request me to, namely, giv the subject careful con. 
sideration. Respectfully, W. A. PrrreR. 


James MoMmran, Michigan. Republican. Car Builder, 
‘Dear Sm: Replying to your letter of May 26th, 
in which you ask certain questions in regard to the 
Gallinger bill “To Protect the First Day of the 
Week, Commonly Called Sunday, as a Day of Rest- 
and Worship in the District of Columbia,” I would 
say that the bill is now in the hands of a sub-com- 
mittee of the Senate District Committee, of which I 
amamember. Thus far no action has been taken 
upon it by the sub-committee. . 
. Any views which you may care to present 

subject will receive careful consideration. 
Yours truly, James MoMirrax. 


on the 


What Is Christianity ? 


For many years now thoughtful men hav watched 
that mighty structure of superstition, delusion, and 
fraud, called “the church of Christ,” slowly going 
to ruin; and the fact that of late the process of 
decay is somewhat more rapid excites no surprise 
in them. It is the fruition of a long-deferred hope, 
the slow ripening of a seed unwittingly planted by 
* the church " in the plenitude of her power, when 
she commanded where she now entreats. 

The wonder is, not that the whirligig of time 
should bring the revenge we now see; it is rather 
that the hoary criminal should hav eluded justice so 
long. Forlong and weary years we hav watched 
the mills of the gods slowly grinding at this grist— 
watched and waited. It is now three hundred and 
forty years since John Calvin illustrated Christian 
love on the body of Servetus. The wonder is that 
men hay permitted themselvs to be mocked so long. 

It is amusing to watch the ground and lofty* 
tumbling now going on among those of the faith- : 
ful, and those outside who dance to the music set 
by *the church," who are just beginning to spell 
out what was blazoned in the heavens when the 
first unbeliever daréd the fire—nay, what was 
written between the lines when the text, * He that 
believeth not shall be damned,” first became part of 
the creed of Christendom. 

When “the church” firstimbrued her hands in the 
blood of an unbeliever she decreed her own destruc- 
tion; she made it the duty of all men to wage re- 
lentless war upon her. But persecution became a 
necessity when the dogma was adopted that unbe- 
To teach that unbelievers 
would be damned in hell was to take upon herself 


the duty of slaughtering them upon earth. The 


wonder is not that she is now staggering under 
that intolerable burden, but that she has carried it 
so long. 

But while we laugh at these tardy seers, we 
They count as kindred souls. 
As soon as they first consciously perceive the glim- 
mering of the dawn they become our friends and 
the enemies of “the church,” even though they con- 
tinue for some time to affirm that it is still dark, 
and that the night is eternal. , 

The favorit delusion just now among those loath 
to accept the implications of what they see is that 
there is a something called Christianity (* Christ's 
Christianity,” some of them call it), which is sepa- 
rate and distinct from “the church,” and not nec- 
essarily involved in the ruin of the latter. 

“ Three Critics” is the heading of a recent article 
in the Springfield Republican. The three critics 
are Archbishop Ireland, Roman Catholic; Dr. E. H. 
Hall, Unitarian, and Dr. Briggs, “liberal Presbyte- 
rian " (how queer that sounds). They substantially 
agree that there is a “ growing divergence between 
the best intelligence of the time and the church ;” 
that “the new knowledge of the time compels men 
to ask troublesome questions, and because the 
Christian church has only hesitating and unsatis- 
factory answers to them, they are driven back into 
skepticism and indifference ;” that “the church 
must answer or lose its thoughtful disciples ;” thit 
ec people no longer trust its utterances on theology 
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because all that it has to say, officially and formally, 
is medieval and outworn ;” that “the men who are 
trained in the thought of the age cannot think the 
thoughts of the church and will not;” that “the 
church of the day does not hold up a high ethical 
standard of conduct as an. essential part of its 
scheme of salvation ;” and that reunion between 
modern civilization and the church “is to be accom- 
plished not by the time-spirit adapting itself to the 
church, but by the church accepting in large meas- 
ure the guidance of the time-spirit, modifying its 
‘theology to the demands. of the thoughtful, free- 
minded men and women of our day, and giving up 
all its positions iuconsistent with science, scholar- 
ship. and logic. It is the church that must yield.” 
* Undoubtedly this is true,” adds the wiseacre of 
the Republican, “and yet there is nothing in this 
truth which at all menaces the permanency of Chris- 
tianity or the hold of the simple gospel of Jesus on 
human hearts. 'The church i8 not Christianity or 
any essential part of it, nor is theology or tradition. 
These are all instruments or channels through 
which the Christian life has flowed into he world, 
and as such must be changed to met changing 
conditions and new demands. So long as Chris- 
tianity remains the highest form of religious truth 


the world knows, whether it hav supernatural sanc- | 


tion or not, it has nothing to fear from any change 
in the machinery of its expression which new condi- 
. tions and new knowledge may demand." 

It is difficult to understand such language as 
this: If itis prompted simply by a desire to:salve 
the hurt caused by the penetration of these new 
ideas into the minds of the Repudlican’s readers and 
save the paper from loss, it is intelligible indeed. 
We are perfectly familiar with the fact that what the 
press says about Christianity is to be understood 
simply as what editors think the public like to read. 
But one likes to believe that when men undertate 
to discuss questions of the most solemn import to 
mankind, questions about life and death and’ doom, 
about “the peopled. earth, the unpeopled heaven, 
the o’erpeopled hell,” what they hav to say springs 
from clear thought and profound conviction. And 
when they mock üs with empty words we cannot 
quite repress our indignation, even. though long use 
and custom hav familiarized us with this pious 
mockery. ; , 

What is Christianity? The question relates, of 
course, to the meaning of the word “ Christianity.” 
If there were à definit, tangible, visible ‘thing by 
universal consent called by that name the answer 
would be simple. It would be necessary only to 
point to the thing. If all or nearly all the Christian 
world ‘used the word in a clear and. definit sense, 
and no large number calling themselvs' Christians 
ever attached a contradictory meaning to it, it would 
be easy to define it, But since the state of Chris- 
tendom has long been such that whatever definition 
is given the word by a large body of Christians is 
at once contradicted by other large bodies of Chris- 
tiang; it long ago ceased to be fit to be used at all 
by the defenders of Christianity. Nothing conduces 
so much to clearness of thought as to refuse to use 
a word not only till one is sure he knows what he 
means by it, but also can make his readers under- 
stand what he means by it. ; 

This case, le& me remark, presents no difficulties 
to the opponents of the creeds of Christendom. 
When they say Christianity is not true they mean 
that nothing ever known to the world by that name 
is true, and the language carries its meaning on its 
face. But.our Christian friends would do well to 
drop the word from their vocabulary until its mean- 
ing is settled. . 

What is Christianity? I propose to prove by 

' solid argument that there is no such thing—an 
argumení that is as iron to tow in comparison with 
anything I hav ever found in the Ohristian evi- 
dences. . x 

The triune *church of. Christ" is divided into 
three great bodies—Greeks, Protestants, and Ro- 
man Catholics—the three being one, “the bride of 
the Lamb,” for they all speak of “the-church” in the 
singular number; and the language of the founder 
clearly implies unity and indivisibility. Moreover, 
no Christian will admit that “the Lamb” has 

‘three brides. But millions of Cliristians can be 
brought to testify that each of these; great divisions 
is the “bride of the Lamb” to thé exclusion of the 
two others. 

I am treading on delicate ground here, dear 
reader, but you will kindly bear in mind that the 
difficulty is not of my creating. Since, now, we hav 
the best of evidence—the testimony, namely, of two- 
thirds, roughly speaking, of the Christian world— 
that neither of these divisions is the true * bride of 
the Lamb.” it follows that the Lamb has no bride 
and that Christianity is not. E 

But if we leave the three one brides (or bride). to 
settle the dispute among herself (or themselvs) and 


no rich man can be a Christian; and since no man 
iu these days is voluntarily poor. it follows that 
there are no Christians and is no Christianity. He 
commands his diseiples to submit without resistance 
to every form of outrage and wrong; and since no 
man heeds that command there are no Christians. 
In Mark xvi he givs certain signs by which believers 
(that is, Christians) may be known. They shall cast 
out devils, they shall handle venomous reptils and 
swallow poison without harm, and perform other 
miracles. And since these signs are nowhere visible 
it follows that there are no Christians. 
says that a Christian must hate his father and his 
| mother, and wife and children, and brethren and 
‘sisters, and his own life. Now, it is notorious that 
Christian hate (and there is surely enough of it) is 
not carried quite to that pitch of absurdity; hence 
there is no Christianity. 


rush into the lists to do battle for this “lost cause” 
is that they will not sit down before the word and 
patiently stay there until it yields up its meaning, if 
it has any; but they at once begin to dance around 
it, and perform genuflexions, and toss it in the air, 
and juggle with it; and they fool with their tricks 
not only their audience but themselvs also. 


‘shall be finally destroyed: out of the world. The 


“go to the Bible" (Christ’s Christianity) to find out | 
what Christianity is, we shall return as empty- 
handed. In this field of argumentation we shall 
knock Christianity on the head with a text—nay, 
with several texts, in the manner of theologians. Is 
there auy proposition, clearly proven by a text, that 
cannot also be clearly refüted by a text? fy 


The founder of Christianity distinctly asserts that 


Again, he 


What is Christianity? The trouble with those who 


What is Christianity? Again I say, it behooves 


every Christian apologist to drop the word from his 
vocabulary until general usage shall hav settled its 
meaning. It is plain that no Christian can tell us 


what Christianity is; for whatever definition he may 


giv, along comes another Christian (all Christians 
are equally entitled to. credence) and flatly contra- 
dicts him. Moreover; an unconquerable prejudice, 
incapacitating them f^r seeing the truth, is the her- 
itage of woe to which the children of faith are born. 


No man knows what Christianity is until he holds 
it at a distance and views it in perspectiv. 

Day before yesterday men bold enough to pro- 
claim their disbelief in Christian dogmas were sum- 
marily dealt with. The rack, the dungeon, the 
stake—through fire to fire they went, and no man 
dared lift his voice in their behalf. Yesterday the 


| teeth of the man-hunting Christian tigress had been 


drawn and her claws pared, and she had to be con- 
tent without much blood. A few years in prison, 
with cold, hunger, rags, and filth—all this could be 
endured rather than the agony of the fire through 
which Servetus and Bruno went to undying fame, 
and set their souls as pilot stars in the heavens to 
show men the way to duty. To-day those who hav 
wealth, or wit, or genius, or the title “Rev.” or 
“D.D.,” can say what they please against those 
dogmas without much inconvenience. Those not 
so fortunate must be more careful. In many-parts 
of the Christian world they must be very careful 
and reticent or suffer serious annoyance and loss. 
The poisoned arrows of vituperation still fly and 
wound. The “simple gospel of Jesus” is still 
potent enough to trample honest poor men under 
foot and heap good things upon those willing to 
pretend to believe what. they know they do not be- 
lieve. “The church militant " reaches. à dead hand 
through time and touches men into silence. ** Her- 
edity, the molding force of circumstances, the iron 
hold of the past upon the present "—-these, and not 


| real belief, are what sustain the tottering throne. | Uc 


But the silence is becoming intolerable. The mut- 
tering thunders are beginning to be heard.” Men 
cannot much longer stifle the voice of duty.. ' 

To-morrow many will be saying boldly what a 
few are now saying timidly, that among the evils 
remediable by man, that hav devastated the world, 
Christianity stands pre-eminent, 

By merit raised to that bad eminence; 

an evil to be warred upon by all good men until it 


next day “the church ” will hav become a hated 
memory. : 
Lo, the foul phantoms, silent in the gloom 
Of the flown sages, part to yield thee room, 
And with one voice men will hasten to say they 
never believed her horrible dogmas, never supported 
or defended her, always opposed and denounced 
her. : 
Liberty, freedom to think and speak one's honest 
thought, now the high privilege of a few, will then 
hav bécome the heritage of the many. 
I count it immortal honor to be part of a 
Voice in the rich dawn of an ampler day, 


proclaiming news of good to men. 
A. F. Hamrtor. 


Freethought Progress. 
Mrs, Hedwig Henrich-Wilhelmi lectured in Vienna 


from March 1st to 20th to ever-inoreasing audiences. 


An oaths amendment bill has passed the Barbadoes 


House of Assembly. It reproduces the bill passed i 
England permitting affirmation instead of avert. ^" 


The Canada Hevue of May 10th was mailed to each 


member of the priest caste in the diocese of Montreal and 
their special attention called to the leading article, 
* Pages d'Histoire," a very able editorial by Dnroo, 
which closes with the only too true saying, ** Clericalisme! 
See, there is the enemy!” : 


The Legitimation League of England, founded in 


1898, aims to create machinery to secure for children 
born out of wedlock legal recognition and equality of 
rights with other children. It wishes to destroy one of 
the unfortunate practical effects of the dootrin of vicarious 
atonement, the suffering of the innccent for the offenses 
of others. The illegitimate children of princes and kings ` 
are treated differently at the expense of the people. 


The leading article of De Dageraad is '*Oorsproog 


der Godsdiensten " (‘Origin of Religious Worship”), b 
the prominent Dutch Freethinker, J. G. Ten Bokkel. 


* Putnam's ‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 


gets a good send-off in De Dageraad, which expresses 
the hope that in it Holland will notbe forgotten. We assure 
our contemporary that Holland is not forgotten. Every 
Dutch Freethinker of prominence, so far as known to us, 
m mentioned, and as with Holland, so with all other coun- 
Ties. 
thought. 


Putnam's work is an international work on Free- 


Italy, though behind us in some respects, is away 


ahead of usin others. A clerical member of the municipal 
council of Modena complained that a Jewess had been in- 
stalled as teacher in a public school. 
journal, Rinnovamento Scolastico, says editorially in 
response: ‘‘It is time to emphasize the fact that the 
national school is not a parochial school.” In Italy only 
childreu whose parents desire religious instruction for 
them receive it. and this only every Thursday, when they 
are allowed to leave the school to procure it. Thureday 
is to the children of Italy what Saturday is to ours. 


The official school 


The eighty-fourth anniversary of Thomas|Paine's'death 
was observed at Park Ridge, five miles southwest of 
Frederic, Md., on June 8th.. The flag of the United 
States was draped in black and a farm bell tolled to call 
the neighbors to hear a discourse on Paiue and his ger- 
vices. This was near the home of Aaron Davis, *,°.° An 
incorporated Freethought association, to be known as the 
Washington Liberal League, has been formed in the 
national capital. Charles Carter is president. '.*.* The 
yearly meeting of the Society of Friends, recently ad- 
journed, made two important changes in the disciplin: 
Members mav marry outside the society and the women’s 
meeting is given equal voice with the men's, 


Several Spanish Freethought societies celebrated the 

seventieth anniversary of the birth of Dr. Ludwig 
Büchuer, author of ‘‘ Force and Matter.” Especially suc- . 
cessful was the celebration of the Society Los Amigos 
del Progreso, of which. the well-known Freethought 
orator, D. Lucio Catalina, is president. The pub- 
lie subscription for a monument in honor of Ramon 
Chiés has now reached the sum of 8,440.25 pesetas. 
Sr. José Llunas, editor of La Tramontana, Barcelona, 
who was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment, aa we 
informed our readers in an editorial in our issue of May 
26th, has been liberated. His liberation is due to the 
efforta of D. N. Salmeron, the eminent Spanish jurist, 
statesman, and Freethinker. : We congratulate Sr. 
Llunas on his escape from the clerical clutches, -*.*.* A 
great mass-meeting, under the auspices of the Free- 
thinkers of Barcelona, took place last month. D. Nicolas 
Salmeron and Odon Buen presided. Resolutions de- 
nouncing clerical interference in secular matters were 
uuanimously adopted. * The agitation for the total 
separation of church and state is rapidly spreading in 
Spain. The last journal to take up the battle is the con- 
gervativ Revistu Contemporánea, : 


Dr. Ludwig Büchner has donated ten thousand copies 
of the popular edition of '*Force and Matter” to the 
German Freethought Federation. Each copy sells for two 
marks in paper covers and 2.50 marks in cloth. Professor 
Büehner is a Freetbinker not alone in word bnt in deed. 
E The reading circle, ** Uim-Neu- Ulm,” has entered 
the German Freethought Federation. -*.:. The German 
Freethought Federation held ita annual congress on May 
12-15 at Kóln a. Rhine. Speeches were delivered by 
Professor Büchuer on ‘‘ Anti-Christian Christianity;" b 
Dr. Ed. Haufe, on *' National Education and Nationa 
Spirit;" by Dr. Bruno Wille, on ‘The Ennobling of Man- 
kind;' and by Dr. A. Volke), ‘The New Scientific 
Foundation of Morality.” °.°.° On the occasion of his 
seventieth anniversary, Prof Ludwig Biichner was 
the recipient of au engraved address signed by all officers 
of the National Federation and by those of the branch 
societies. In the upper left-hand corner of the address 
is a female figure in haut-relief standing on scarlet and 
representing the Muse of Science. Back of the globes 
she rests her right hand on a stack of books, while her 
left holds out triumphantly a soroll on which is written 
** Liberty, Education, and Welfare for AN? At her 
feet lie a chain, a sword, a law tablet—all broken. 
In the lower right hand corner a spirit illuminates a 
sketch representing a cloister-door and prison, the dark 
inmates of which hide themselvs from the light. °.°.° 
The Free Religious society of Berlin, Germany, held its 
yearly election of officers. Mr. Otto Friederici-Friede- 
nau was elected for the ninth time as president. The 
society numbers 2,775 male members, who, with their 
familes, swell the number to8,000. During 1898, 848 per- 
sons became members, and 122 members died. he 
society has 520 children of school age. The income 
was 18,820 marks, 26 pf. The expenses, including fines 
and cost of lawsuits with the government, 18,360 9 pf. 
The private property of the society amounts to 40,888 
marks 77 pf. 
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In the city of d'Hyéres, France, a Freethinker was re- 
cently buried. According te his wishes the funeral was 
to be secular. The church ce it would be a great 
thing to claim as convert a French Freemason and Free- 
thinker and made several attempts even at the grave. 
The conduct caused great indignation, which increased 
when the priests carried off a wreath of immortelles 
placed upon the coffin by the Freemasons of Toulon. 
‘Out of respect to the family no fight took place, but on 
the dav following & protest signed by two thousand citi- 
zena denounced the church and the clerical body- 
snatchers. ‘.°.' The French Freethought Federation held 
a very succesful congress at Paris on March 25, 1894. 
After paying all expenses during the past year there re- 
mained of the various funds 8,115.35 francs in the hands 
of the treasurer. Since Jan. 1, 1894, eight societies and 
forty individuals hav joined the Federation, while since 
1890 the increace has been 237 societies and 360 individu- 
als. During the past as well as present year the munici- 
pality of Paris has donated 600 francs to the Federation 
as & testimonial of appreciation of its work. The Federa- 
tion indorsed the work of Comité d'Etudes Morales, while 
it resolved to sever its official connection with the So- 
cialistic party, owing to the ultra-violent measures of the 
Jatter in propagating its doctrins. Of the twenty-five 
members elected to the Central Council Adam received 
77 votes, Pasquier 66, and Jardin 65. Of the members of 
the Commission of Control Bévalet received 54 votes, De- 
gardin 52, and Dutertre 45. * Comité d'Etudes 


Morales, at its meeting on March 3d, reorganized its |- 


bureau: President, Jean Paul Ced; vice-presidents, G. 
Martin and E. Pasquier; secretaries, De Méritens, Gaston 
Cherut, and Louis Grandvilliers. All communications 
are to be addressed to De Méritens, 3 Rue de Clottre St. 
Merri, Paris. M. Victor Schalcher, member of the 
French Senate, and a prominent Freethinker, who died 
last winter, in his testament donated 10,000 francs to the 
Society Orphelinat de Seine, a Freethinkers’ orphan asy- 
lum in Paris. -. We are the recipients of & copy of 
‘Une Mère Vierge.” This excellent translation of G. 
W. Foote’s ‘A Virgin Mother," was made by Mr. O. 
Cilwa, editor of La Vérité, and deserves a large circula- 
tion among our French brethren. *.°.: The French 
Freethinkers’ Annual for 1894 is out. We hav not yet 
received & copy, hence must confine our notice to the 
fact that the price is 1.50 francs. * The French so- 
ciety Libre Pensee Democratique Montargoise, has, since 
its organization. in 1882, taken charge of 129 burials, 7 
marriages, 4 baptisms; it has held 9 conferences, 199 
monthly reunions and general assemblages. Its treasurer 
holds funds amounting to 2,147.52 francs, The society 
has its own funeral paraphernalia for children as well as 
adults. . The president of this society is Mr. Chevalier; 
secretary, Mr. A. Douine. *.'. Ze Phare, & Parisian 
journal devoted to literature and art, contains in a late 
number an excellent portrait and biography of our inde- 
fatigable friend, the Anglo-French Freethinker, C. 
Gilwa. The world moves; even the Catholic church 
does. The latest comes to us from Auxerre, where, ac- 
cording to La Vérité, the children of a Catholic church 
produced ou February 6th, uuder the direction of & 
priest, ‘‘ Bourgeois Gentilhomme,” by the excommuni- 
cated Moliére. 


Observations. 


A Baptist church in New Brunswick, N. J., has 
introduced an innovation in the communion service. 
It has been customary there, as in other churches 
on communion Sunday, for the deacons to pass the 
wine in a chalice, from which all partook; but now 
each communicant is supplied with an individual 
cup. When they are “all set,” at a signal from « e 
minister everybody drinks. The reporter: state 
that the ordinance so observed is more impressiv 
than the old style. I don’t know about that, but I 
should think it would seem a good deal more fa- 
miliar. 


"The job which I hold as what Mr. John Peck 
might call.a “handy man” in Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
office places me in a position to say that on page 
426 of the current volume (this issue) there is 
printed a letter from Mr. Chas. O. Hays, of Locust 
Corner, Ohio. Mr. Hays may take my word for it 
that the only “editorial” function I perform is to 
look over the proofs of his and other contributors’ 
letters and see that the printers hav done them no 
injustice. The best of them sometimes fall down 
on spelling, punctuation, and grammar, and the 
Editor and myself hav to help them up again. 
Printing and proof-reading is my profession; I 
also revise manuscripts, which work is made neces- 
sary by the fact that although many brains may 
generate valuable thoughts they cannot always 
think of the best form for expressing them, any 
more than the miner can coin his product or do 
fillagree business. Thisis the extent of my editorial 
work. On Sundays, instead of attending church, I 
commit my weekly offense. i 

Mr. Hays objects to my statement that there is free 
trade in labor, whence I conclude that somebody 
has deluded him into the belief that there is a tariff 
on immigrants. So far as I know, however, the 
European laborer has only his fare to pay in order 
to land on American soil and enter into free compe- 
tition with the nativ of this soil. Manufactured and 
‘other goods. on the contrary, must not only pay 
the cost of their transportation, but also a certain 
. ad valorem or specific duty; and this is what led 
me to observe that while the manufacturer and 
producer may claim that they are protected, there 
is “free trade in labor.” If Mr. Hays of the me- 
tropolis of Locust Corner, Ohio, is inclined to 
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speak seriously, I would like to hav him divulge two 
things—namely: 1. What he thought I meant by 
the above remark; and, 2. What he means when he 
says that there is not free trade in labor. 


Mr. Hays refers in closing to the uselessness of dosing . 
A man in death reposing, having donned his btürial 


gown; Ea 
‘But the difference immense fs, when the patient has his 


senses, 
And the dose such an offense is, «M 


Won't 
Go 
Down. 


Senator Peffer is not at present prepared to say 
whether he thinks national Sunday laws are a good 
thing or not. It is one of the drawbacks of our 
common humanity that the brain sometimes devel- 
ops much more slowly than.the whiskers. 


I will now giv the closing stanzas of Prof. J. H. 
Cook's poetical tribute to S. P. Putnam. Mr. 
Cook says of his subject: ' i 

7. He has a body to sustain : ; 

That thinking and prolific brain; 

Can talk and write; recuperate, 

Happy and joyous in every state. 
Those are true words. Putnam, like D. M. Ben- 
nett, is a good rester, and snatches a nap at short 
notice as another man might grab a sandwich. I 
never saw him weary. Even bad luck does not 
make him tired. Where some might be affected 
that way he gets mad and swears, which seems to 
refresh him, as it does all within the sound of his 
voice. The other verses are: 

8. Where’er for liberty he pleads, 

I glory in his humane deeds. 


How many vict'ries he has won! 
Prodigious labor he has done. 


9. Prodigious labor on Freethought— 
May it be ever read and sought; 
Oh, for a thousand in the field, : 
Their tongues and pens for right to wield. 


10. My hard career is nearly run, 
My life’s sore battle nearly done; 
But long liv Putnam; may his name, 
. "Through works achieved, win deathless fame. 
Such are my sentiments also, and I think that 
Professor Cook will long exist to sing of mighty 
deeds. I hear that owing to hard lines the pro- 
fessor has for some time maintained himself on an 
income of about fifty cents a week, and when a man 
ean liv so economically as that & funeral would be a 
wholly unnecessary piece of extravagance. 
Anyone who entered the hall of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club last Friday evening before the ser- 
vices began could hav seen that something unusual 
was on hand. The tariff was ten cents instead of 
five; women and Presbyterians were subject to 
duty; all the electric lights were turned on, and 
President Foote wore the low-cut vest and spiketail 
coat incident to full dress. The hall was crowded 
when the doctor called the assemblage to order, 
read the customary announcements, like a pastor 
from his pulpit, and gave notice that at the close of 
the exercises the club would adjourn until the first 
Friday in October, unless a special meeting should 
be held in September to celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of its existence. The program called 
for five-minute speeches from members on the one 
thing they would like to hav the Constitutional 
convention do, interspersed with music and recita- 
tions. ‘Henry Nichols went first to the bat, and it 
looked like a long inning, but within the appointed 
time he wafted the sphere to deep center by pro- 
posing that the convention recommend the adoption 
of the French land law, limiting holdings of the 
earth’s surface. Twenty years ago, he said, the 
members of the Liberal Club could mové tin the 
upper circles of society, but to-day, without deteri- 
orating, they must take their place in a distinct 
middle class:- i : 
Moses Oppenheimer ensued. Mr. Oppenheimer 
is growing middle-aged in the service, and the gray 
hairs that decorate his pompadour suggest a brindle 
steer with- white star in the forehead. It was 
difficult for him to pick the supreme issue out of his 
many hobbies, he said, but the initiativ and refer- 
endum, making the government democratic instead 
of representativ, would be his first choice. ` A solo 
by Miss Beckwith relieved the mental strain, and 
then Mr. Wilson took the platform.. His proposi- 
tion was that no act should be deemed a crime that 
did not work an injury to some other individual. 
Under present statutes and regulations, he said, 
the most orderly and urbane person could not 
spend twenty-four hours in New York without of 
necessity committing some offense for which he 
could be apprehended by the police.. b 
Mr. Baldwin gave & humorous discourse on 
“ Birds,” including the park policeman, the bicyclus 


| fendus, the felis domesticus, and other songsters, 


Mr. E. C. Walker, by invitation, took the platform, 
getting there with both feet Well in hand, as might 
be said. He evinced a lack of confidence in the 
wisdom and good inténtions of the Conventioh, and 
maitt&ined that the most patriotic thing it could dg 
was to adjourn. He could not understand how a 
people whose sorest affliction came from a miilti- 
plicity of laws could hope for relief from an in- 
crease of the burden. A lady member of the Club 
having given an excellent recitation, Henry Rowley, 
of Brooklyn, was lifted to the front on the wave of 
applause that followed the mention of ‘his name. 
Mr. Rowley had been studying the state constitu- 
tion and found little worth retaining except the 
preamble. He suggested, as a useful measure, that 
cities be forbidden to giv away valuable franchises 
or to sell them for less than they were worth to the 


people. President Foote sang a poem which he 
had composed. 


J he words related to the charac- 
teristics of debating members of the Club, referring 
incidentally to the onerous duties of the president, 
while the musie covered a range of about ‘four 
notes natural and one sharp. It did not strain the 
doctor's voice, but it came near breaking the ribs of 
his audience. Wilson McDonald, the sculptor, was 
next elicited from his retreat in the corner and in- 
duced to testify. Mr. McDonald is worthy to be 
called the woman’s friend, as he recommended first 
that the word “male” be expunged from the con- 
stitution, and secondly that any man who lifted his 
hand against his wife, save in self-defense, presum- 
ably, should be tied to a post and given thirty-nine 
lashes. He would also abolish the saloon. Other- 
wise he would suggest that the growlers giv America 


a rest. We were importing a very undesirable class’ 


of foreigners, who were especially vociferous against 
our institutions and he hoped they would subside. 
As Sculptor MeDonald's allusion to foreigners was 
a sort of plaster cast of Mr. Oppenheimer, many 
eyes were turned toward that gentleman, who 
smiled and looked happy. ` " 

The next number of the program was a most ex- 
traordinary affair, being nothing less than a dance 
performed by a young lady in an accordion skirt. 
It was quite üp-to-date, and revealed, among other 
interesting things, the fact that in some instances 


the joints of the human system may perform the 


function of swivels. Deep silence reigned in the 


audience during the exercise, and at its close there 


was hearty applause in the front row. Mr. Reed 
recalled attention to the subject under discussion 


_|by reading a short paper on the abolition of the 


Senate asa question worthy the consideration of 
the Convention. Another lady member recited 
acceptably, and ex-Senator Boyd was called for, 
President Foote observing that although Mr- 
Boyd had been a legislator he might “hav some 
ideas.” Mr. Boyd’s ideas proved to be the same 
as those of Wilson McDonald as regards the whip- 
ping-post. Other events were Mrs. Winterburn's 
solo; Professor Ames on an educational test for 
voters; Mr. Abelson in a song; Captain Bweetland 
of the Coxey army, who paid his respects to the 
New York police, and Mr. Johnson on righteous- 
ness. Dr. Foote, whose previous song had. not 
fatigued him, then presented himself with a still 
better one. It was entitled “Parkhurst’s solo," 
which Dr. Foote, in a costume that, made him look 
very much like that reverend reformer, sang to the. 
tune of “The Bowery.” ‘The song has eight stan- 
zas of eight lines each, with a chorus. It set forth 
how Dr. Parkhurst, having without a flutter seen 
everything unclothed in the city, finally struck the 
Liberal Club and was so shocked at beholding the 
naked truth that he resolved he would “never go ` 
there any more.” Everybody laughed so violently 
that, the hight being warm, great streams of perspi- 
ration set the floor awash and fiushed the lee scup- 
pers, as I am told. he, 
Mr. T. B. Wakeman gave the peroration and 
benediction. The duty of the Constitutional Con- ` 
vention, as he viewed it, was to substitute a popu- 
lar for a priestly government and to tax church 
property. He also bade the audience auf wieder 
sehen, which, translated into German, means, So 
long. Gzo. E. Macnonayn, 


—_——<—-— 


á We can stil supply Taz TRUTH SEEKER of June 


9th, containing the copyrighted addresses of Colonel 
Ingersoll, T. B. Wakeman, and Henry Rowley,and 
others delivered at the Paine Memorial. celebra- 
tion at New Rochelle, May 30th. This is a, finely 
illustrated number, and those who send for it at- 
once will be the recipients of a charming souvenir. 
Seven cents per copy, five or more copies, five cents - 
each. nite 


` Tae Soranton Secular Union meets every Friday - 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom. 
ad ee: Everybody invited.. Secretary; Willi 

Watkins, QUEE 3 


ems 
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News and Notes. 


The Liberals of Adamaville, Mich., and vicinity or- 

' ganized grove iüeetings for June 23d and 24th, and 
there was quite a gathering. It wassomething new 
ih this ¢ountry, and the preachers hardly knew 


what to make of it. "They kept religiously away, 


however, ànd did their level best to make others do 


the same. They scehted danger in the air. 
"The place of meeiihE was à beautiful grove on 


the farm of Mi. Stevens, who has been for mahy 
years a prominent worker in the church; but is of 
independent mind, and is not afraid to show & 


neighborly feeling even to those who differ from 
himself. The orthodox gave him a severe raking 


over for being so generous to the heretic, but he 
pursued the even tenor of his way and was deter- | 


.mined that truth should hav a fair field. The 


. eletnents were somewhat mixed for the success of 
It was awfully hot on Saturday 


. the lectures. 
morning,. but by afternoon quite a breeze was 


sweeping through the forcst arcade, and the distant 


horizon was flashing with showers, and it was quite 
comfortable. Sunday dawned splendidly and the 
air was refreshing, and over three hundred were 


present at the meeting. It looked favorable for 


the afternoon gathering until about one o'clock, 
when a big squall blew along, and the rain de- 
scended, and for an hour or two it seemed as if we 
should hav to adjourn altogether. But finally the 
blue skies prevailed, and the lecture was given to 
an audience nearly as large a> that of the morning. 
Undoubtedly if the day had been clear throughout, 
six hundred people would hav been present at the 
closing session. As it was, quite a success has 
been achieved fora first effort. I left New York on 
Friday morning, and arrived at Elkhart, Ind., early 
Saturday, June 23d, where I was met by Mr. A. S. 
Bowman. 
‘among them Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Weyrich, who gave 
us a cordial welcome at their hospitable table for 
the morning meal, after which we drove to Adams- 
ville through one of the best. farming sections in 
America, where the grass and the wheat are in 
ptiine condition While the corn is unusually back- 
ward, but is evidently making up lost time. 
can almost see it grow in the heated &tmosphere. 
Adamsville is & country place altogether. "There 
is no hall fer publie meetings, and so the lectures 
had to be given in a grove. I hope to see a Free- 
thought hall here some day. The Liberals are 
well-to-do, and- are really a majority if all would 
show their hand. I found generous entertainment 
with Mr. A. S. Bowman and family, Wm. Conley 
and Mr. Moser, who were the main movers in this 
affair and bore the. brunt of the expenses. With- 
out their unflinching courage this Freethought cam- 
paign would not hav been so successfully carried 
through. .Amony others of Adamsville and vicinity 
who lent & hand are James M. Truitt, who presideu 
at. the Sunday morning meeting, Capt. H. R. 
Schutt, L. C. Bishop, H. B. Mead, M. Olds, H. W. 
Brown, L. E. Wooden, S. J. Graham, J. H. Strong, 
Charles Lyon, C. Cooper, John Crouse, MaeMann 
and others. Niles, Redfield, Edwardsburg, Union, 


and Cassopolis were represented with Adamsville. . 


I also met Harvey Conley, who is & nativ of 
Adamsville, but is quite a worker for Freethought 
in Kansas, Nebraska, Indiana, and other states. 
He was visiting home and remained over to aid the 
meetings. 

I was quite encouraged with the outlook here 
and delighted with the friends I met. Organiza- 
tion is needed. With persistent and united effort 
I am sure that this will be one of the best fields for 
Freethought. M 

The Arion Quartette Club of Elkhart furnished 
excellent music for the occasion, and its members 
are evidently Liberal minded as well as melodious 
singers. ‘On the whole, Adamsville has made a fine 
opening for the year’s campaign. After visit'ng 
Nevinsville, Ia., I shall then try the northernmost 
part of Michigan, a new country, Red Jacket, Sid- 
naw, and Drummond. Samveu P. Pornam. 


` Was-to-Hav-Been Debate. 


The following note from Franklin Steiner com- 
pletes the story of the Christian retreat at Pierson: 


ve Dzs Mornzs, Ia., June 27, E. M. 294. 

I thought I would tell you the final outcome of the 
proposed debate in Pierson. Jamieson did not get the 
letters and telegrams, telling him not to come, in time, 
so he came ahead expecting to debate. Our people 
formed a committee, who went with Jamieson to call on 
the preachers, to whom Jamieson talked like a father, 
telling them that for the sake of honesty, if nothing 
more, they should fulfil their contract. They said they 
would do all they could to bring the debate about. 
Jamieson opened up a course of six lectures, all of which 
were a-challenge to “stand up for Jesus" It had no 
effect, for they would not make arrangements, and Jamie- 
son is-now on his way to. Colorado. My opinion is that 
the preachers were willing to discuss, but that Dungan 


There are some Liberals at Elkhart, 


You 


himself is tired of debate. Country towi preachers and 
Christians think that an Infidel can be cut into minee- 
meat by a Christian debater, but the ‘‘ debaters” them: 
zn are not so positiv. It was a back-down pure and 
simple. 


Providence. 


**The Lord is good to all and his tender mereies are 
8ver all his works.”  ' 

Atheists are very frequently charged with being 
dogmatic because they assert that there is no evi- 
dence. of a God in the universe. It seems to me 
that the dogmatism is, wholly on the side of those 
who postulate a God and invest him with certain 
attributes without a particle of evidence to show 
that such a being exists. 

This belief in God and his ptovidencé has worked 
and is working untold evil in the world. Out of it, 
among other evils, “has sprung the monster Fear.” 
Fear is not an ennobling emotion, and the coward 
is despised of men. Yet religion has made a race, 
yea, almost a world of cowards. Behold them pros- 
trate in abject fear Before a creation of their own 
disordered minds! Were it not so terribly tragical, 
so humiliating to that manhood, that supremacy 
which man enjoys over the brutes by virtue of his 
reason, this spectacle would be the most stupen- 
dous “comedy of errors” ever performed on the 
world’s stage. But thisis only one of the evils that 
spring from this belief. Its votaries are slaves, not 
only to an infinit monster in the skies, but also to 
his “vicars” on earth, the priest and king. No 
human power could adequately estimate or describe 
the baneful influence these **God-anointed "hav 
exercised over the destinies of meh. Tyrants and 
slaves! Almost the whole history of the race since 
this belief was first conceived in the brain of igno- 
rance, has been the history of tyrants and slaves; 
God anointed, God appointed tyrants, and God- 
created slaves! “The powers that be are ordained 
of God” has been the watchword of despots in 
every age. Fostering, encouraging, and enforcing 
the belief in their “divine right” for their own 
selfish ends they hav entailed more miseries on the 
human race than it has ever suffered from all the 
pitiless elements. Warsand massacres, famins and 
pestilences, are its natural fruits, and ignorance, 
poverty, and slavery hav ever been the lot of those 
who fell beneath its sway. The world to-day 
groans under the burdens religion has imposed upon 
the children of men. 

Degrading and enslaving both body and mind, it 
has rendered him who was created the “crown of 
creation,” the very “incarnation of the mightiest 
efforts of nature," in many respects lower than the 
brutes. This, the most stupendous and infernal 
crime of the ages, has been accomplished by the 
oppressors of the race through the instrumentality 
of this insane belief in the providence of God. 
The histury of those peoples who hav been the 
most imbued with this belief furnisbes abundant 
evidence of its pernicious character. It was one of 
the causes of the downfall of the Roman empire, and 
the sole cause of the night that enshrouded Europe 
for a thousand years. Its workings may be seen 
to-day in the ignorance, degradation, an@ slavery 
that prevail in those countries most subject to its 
away, in Spanish America, Spain, Italy, and Russia, 
the curse, the menace of the world. No friend of 
his race can contemplate the damnable crimes 
against human liberty that are daily committed in 
the latter country in the name and by means of re- 
ligion, without feelings of the deepest indignation. 
Anathema maranatha, forever accursed by religion, 
the scourge of the.world! The Russian peasant is 
SO stupid in this belief in the divine right of his 
rulers, so subject to the power of the priests, so 
ignorant and superstitious ; in short, so thoroughly 


religious, that there is little hope for his emancipa- 


tion, unless the civilized powers of the earth (if 
there be any such) unite in the name of outreged 
humanity and sweep the power that enslaves him 
* from the map of the world." 

That this belief is not confined to the countries 
above specified—that it flourishes here, under the 
banner of liberty, in the land of Jefferson and 
Jackson, is patent to everyone who is abreast of 
the times. D. S. Littell, a member of the National 
Reform Association, in an article explanatory of the 
doctrins and objects of that association, says “that 
Almighty God is the source of all power and au- 
thority in civil government. Government is a 
divine ordinance. Its powers and prerogative pro- 
claim it such. It wields divine powers. [t ezer- 
cises divine prerogativ. Civil government is an 
absolute sovereign in the sphere of man's relations." 
And much more to the same effect. (See New York 
Truru Sercer of Dec. 9, 1893). Andhe proves the 
truth of these assertions by the scriptures! And 
they are indorsed not only by the members of his 
own large association, but also by the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union and the Society of 


Christian Endeavor, altogether more then a mill- 
ion of American Christians. 

This declaration of doctrins so utterly at vari- 
ance with the “self-evident truths” upon which 
this government was founded—the truths for whicl» 
our forefathers “fought and bled and died ”—show= 
the loyalty of these “childrén of the king”. to 
American principles. They want not only “God ir: 
the Constitution," but also the acknowledgment ir" 
supreme law of the land that “Jesus is king of. 
kings and the rightful source of all civil powers." 
They would reverse the verdict of the great Revo- 
lution, render nugatory the splendid achievements: 
for human liberty, which are its flower and fruit.. 
and “turn back the hands on the dial" to that time 
when the whole of religiondom contained only 
priests and kings and slaves. 

Supernatural religion stands to-day, as $5 the 
past, an almost insuperable barrier across the patb-- 
way of thé tace. When man learns that his wel- 
faré depends wholly upon his own efforts—that he 
need expect no aid from supernatural powers— : 


| then, and only then, will there be “hope for the 


world.” « Self-reliance,” says Radenhausen, * must 

increase with the knowledge that the world is ruled, 

not by capricious, unknown spirits, but by known 

infrangible laws." Man becomes enlightened and 

civilized in proportion as he becomes free. It is 

his nature, when free to follow his inclinations, to. 
question, investigate, experiment, and thus work 

out his own salvation by increasing his knowledge 

of nature's laws. “When ruled by despotism,” 

says Büchner, “men become hypocritical, submissiv 
slaves, destitute of & sense of honor and dignity.” 

The effect is the same whether the despotism to 

which they submit be “the theological despotism 

of the skies, the theocratic despotism of kings, or 

the democratic despotism of majorities.” Slavery 

is stagnation; not only for the slave, but for the 

enslaver. Were it not for the rebels who hav stood 
forth in every age to denounce the tyrant and defy 
his power, the human race would be to-day build. 
ing pyramids or making “bricks without straw" 
under the lash. To them we owe whatever of free- 
dom we now enjoy, and the hope that a day will 

yet come when tyranny and fear and ignoranca 

shall no longer curse the land, when scepter and 

mitre shall moulder unheeded away, and palace and 

eathedral sink to unremembered dust. For that 
day we wait. And “while we wait we work.” 

R. WHEELER. 


[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK. ] 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tar Friendship Libera) League, corner of Broad and 
Wallace, in Warner Music Hall, Philadelphia. 


Tux Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 32 Monroe avenue. 


Tun First Secnlar church of Portland, aided by the 
Oregon Secular Union, gave its second annual excursion 
July 4, 1894. The route was as follows: Through the 
Locks at Oregon City to Castle Kehm on the Willamette, 
the home of the lecturer of the church, and secretary of 
the O, S. 8. U.; past Rock Island, the grand and beanti: 
ful scenery of which is not surpassed in the etate of Ore- 
gon, sud thence to New Era, where the future camp 
ground of the O. S. S. U. is located. On this day Mr. 
and Mrs. Wittenberg presented to the O. S. 8. U. a deed 
for ten acres of land, henceforth to be known as the Ore- 
gon Secular park. Addresses were made by Presideut W. 
W. Jesse, of the O. S. S. U.; T. R. Kemp, president of 
the Portland Secular church; Mrs. A. E, Barker, of the 
Forest Grove Union; N. A. Olds, superintendent of the 
Portland Secular Sunday School; Katie Kehm Smith, 
lecturer of the Portland Secular church; avd other 
members of the executiv committee of the O. 8. 8. U. 
On tbis day the Union considered the proposition of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wittenberg to donate additional land for a 
Secular college. For month following the excursion 
the Secularists of the state will hold a camp meeting on 
the grounds, and all desiring to attend should come with 
tents and provisions and camp upon the ground. Free- 
thinkers everywhere should exert an effort to make this, 
the first camp meeting, a grand success. Come for recre- 
ation and pleasure and help carry to the front our glori- 
ous banner of Freethought. 

CE UD ECCO NIRE 


S. P. Putnam's Lecture Appoiatments. 


Ir has been necessary to make some changes in the 
previous announcements. The following are the dates 
from June 23d to September 10th in Iowa, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Montana. 
Those in Washington and Oregon desiring lectures 
during September and, Octoher will please address 8. P. 
Putnam, in care of E. C. Reichwald, 284 South Water 
street, Chicago, Ill. : 


Nevinsville, Greenfield, Orient, and Creston, Ia., June . 
29th-July 8th. : 

Shell Rock, Waverly, and Clarksville, Ia., July 10th to - 
15th. : 

Sidnaw, Mich., July 19-24. 

Drummond, Mich., July 26-30. 

Neillsville, Wis., Aug 2-6. 

Whitehall, Wis., Aug. 7-9. 

Fargo, N. Dak., Aug. 11-14. 

Crookston, Minn., Aug. 15-17. 

Hoople, N. Dak. Aug. 18-21. 


Fort Maginnis, Mont., Aug. 26th to Sept. 10th. 
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Letters of Friends. 


George Should Take More Equestrian 
Exercise. 
ATCHISON, KAN., June 20, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: I hav read George's Deco. 
ration Day poem twenty times. Every 
line is beautiful Instead of a trinity of 
poets—Ingersoll, Putnam, and ‘‘Saladin” 
—we have a quartet. Your brother should 
mount his Pegasus oftener. 
Ever yours, J. E. Remssura. 


Comes Into the Fold at Last. 
Los AwcGELES, CAL., June 4, 1894. 
Mr. Enprrog: Inclosed is $6.50 for a 
year’s subscription and & ‘‘ Devil's Battle 
Ax,” for such and like terms will be given 
to “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
by the enslaved orthodox adherents when 
friend Putnam’s book is at large to sow 
seeds of ‘‘ evil” throughout the land. 
Four years ago in Victoria, B. C., I had 
the pleasure of hearing a lecture on Free- 
thought, delivered by Mr. Putnam, nuder 
the auspices of the Victoria Secular Union, 
and later on had a ‘‘shake hands” with 
him at a ''desecrating" Secular Sunday 
picnic. This Union revealed to me the 
existence of Tue Truts SEEKER, which I 
hav bought many times since, until at last 
` her seductiv influence, coupled with your 
offer of Mr. Putnam’s book, has overcome 
procrastination and I hav become a regu- 
lar subscriber, in spite of the scarcity of 
the almighty dollar. 
` Yours in Freethonght, 
OranENCH M. Saaw. 


Certainly an Apology is Due from Heston. 


Nzwronr, O., June 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprtor: I hand you $11.50 for two 
copies of '* Four Hundred Years" and re- 
newal of Mr. F. Bly's subecription. I see 
by your issue of June 16th that old sub- 
acribers as well as new may avail themselvs 
of that offer. 

I think Heston's picture, ‘‘Trying to 
Get a Settlement,” is all right with one 
exception—he has the devil credited with 
the invention of instruments for torturing 
heretics, I did not know that the devil 
had ever been charged with that crime. I 
hav often heard him cbarged with the in- 
vention of all things useful, especially 
opiates for the relieving of pain— particu- 
larly in regard to the relief of pain in 
childbirth. I hav for many years thought 
pretty well of the devil; he has been the 
only real friend mankind has had among 
all the supernatural beings, and I hate to 
see his record attacked in this manner, 
and bya heretic. Itis awful; the theo- 
logian never ventured so far. Hoping 
Heston will ‘‘recnnt” those charges, I 
will bid you Good morning. 

: E. P. Buy. 


Steiner at St. Joseph. 
Sr. JosgPu, Mo., May 28, 1894. 

Our colossus of Freethought (not of 
Rhodes), of Des Moines, Ia., Mr. Franklin 
Steiner, delivered two lectures at Turner 
Hall in our city on Sunday afternoon and 
evening, May 27th, and we will say for 

“our young friend that he is a walking, 
living, energetic encyclopedia of biblical 
and so-called profane history, and will in 
the near future be quoted as good author- 
ity by historians and learned men in all 
civilized countries. Mr. Steiner’s after- 
noon subject was, ‘‘The Evidences of 
Christianity Tested,” and to say that he 
did ample justice to his subject would be a 
very mild statement. Christianity was 
subjected to a most crucial test. It was 
weighed in the historical balance and 
found wofully wanting, and the lecture 
was listened to with marked attention by 
the very intelligent and interested audi- 
ence. 

Mr. Steiner’s subject at night was ‘‘The 
Great Religious Conspiracy Against the 
Republic.” He began by stating that his 
lecture was not an A. P. A. lecture, al- 
though he was in sympathy with some of 
the principles of that order, but gave his 
attentiv audience to understand that he 
regarded some of the planks in the A. P. 
A. platform as 8 very weak, wishy-washy 
bait to catch the unwary Infidel; for in- 
stance, where they say in their epitome of 
principles that ‘‘ we are in favor of church 
taxation, except the church edifices,” and 
that makes it a factor in the great religious 
conspiracy against the Republic. Then 


Mr. Steiner ventilated the high Catholic 
authority on the free public school system 
of the United States, and he critically ex- 
amined .the edicts and encyclical letters 
and orders of the popes and it was proven 
to the satisfaction of any fair-minded and 
reasonable person that the Catholic hier- 
archy or church is a very powerful and 
dangerous conspiracy against this repub- 
lie. Up to this stage of the lecture Mr. 
Steiner had not said much about the 
Protestants and if there were any in the 
audience they no doubt thought they were 
going to escape, but if they did they were 
sadly mistaken, for Mr. Steiner turned 
his attention to the Protestants and merci- 
lessly and scathingly arraigned them and 
their leaders before the bar of public 
opinion. He paid particular attention to 
Rev. W. F. Crafts, the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, the Prohibition and 
God-in-the-Constitution parties, and when 
he closed the lecture it had been proven 
that the Protestant churches were and are 
a very activ, unrelenting, and unscrupu- 
lous power in the greatreligious conspiracy 
against this republic. 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, : 
G. Q. BEcx. 


A Preacher’s Unfortunate Comparison. 
New Hampron, T4., April 22, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: On the 20th and ist of 
April the Liberals of this town and vicin- 
ity enjoyed, and the Christians deplored, 
the appearance of John R. Charlesworth, 
who gave two lectures in the opera houre. 
I will state that the shot used by Mr, 
Charlesworth are square chunks, with 
sharp corners, by the side of which the 
round and smooth little fellows used by 
less daring mental Nimrods look quite 
inoffensiv. On the morning following the 
last lecture, Christians and hypocrits, 
seconded by a few skim-milk Liberals, 
complained in variously pitched voices 
that the missils (square chunks) produced 
unnecessarily painful wounds. The fact. 
of the matter, as I take it, is that this 
community is not yet sufficiently emanci- 
pated (evoluted) from mental slavery. 
The fearless and aggressiv defender of 
liberty, of justice, of reason, of fact as 
against fiction, surprised his listeners. 
They were carried away by the intrepidity 
of the speaker. None of the audience had, 
even by correspondence, any acquaintance 
with him except the writer and Mrs. G. 
W. Wise, the energetic lady who engaged 
Mr. Charlesworth, gathered in the shekels 
and made ali arrangements for the lectures 
—to her we owe thanks for all the good 
which may result from these lectures. She 
has decided to repeat the experiment in 
the near future. Good! 

Less than two hundred attended the 
first lecture, weather being very disagree- 
able. On the second night we had a good 
turnout, but to me the most promising 
feature was the presence of many ladies. 
They were not a sprinkling in the audi- 
ence, but a noticeable contingent of it. 
This is highly gratifying, because it shows 
that our wives, mothers, and daughters 
need not ask for providential clerical) 
dispensation in order to hear something 
new to most of them; they are learning to 
stand on their own feet. The best of order 
prevailed throughout. 

One preacher accepted the invitation to 
speak. He said: **Sam Jones tells of a 
man who had a loaded gun. Discovering 
a number of dogs on the street he blazed 
away at them, Every dog hit set upa 
howl.” Continuing, he said: ‘I am hit 
hard and several times.” This is, per- 
chance, not exactly verbatim, but as nearly 
so as I can remember it. He asserted that 
Christians had been persecuted by Infi. 
dels and skeptics from the very inception 
of Christianity down to the present. His 
acquaintance with history seems to be 
below zero, or else veracity is to him an 
unknown quantity. But the enthusiastic 
and venturesome would-be critic received 
from Mr. Charlesworth an abundance of 
mind-food. It will last him for some time, 
and it will benefit him if he is able and 
willing to digest it. 

Mr. Henry Bisson, of Riceville, Ia., a 
TRUTH SEEKER reader, traveled nearly 
thirty miles, and spent two days, to hear 
for the first time a Liberal lecturer. He 
returned home highly pleased. 

Yours for the gospel of humanity, 
F. L. DAUBERSMITH, 


Snake and Rainbow. 
JACKSONVILLE, ILL., June 4, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Regarding the two sub- 
jects, revelation and natural science, it 
seems rather surprising that some writers 
of reputation should attempt to effect a 
reconciliation between them, for they evi- 
dently agree about as well as a dog and & 
cat would living together in the same ken- 
nel. On the subject of enake and rainbow 
the question might be asked, What qual- 
ities hav they in common? The answer is, 
Nothing at all, except that both are ready 
to be called as witnesses in the court of 
Common sense to prove that the Bible can 
not be relied on for veracity. According 
to geology, the lapse of time since the 
reptilian period was immeasurably far in 
excess of the six thousand years computed 
by theologians since the creation of the 
world. In the account given the incom- 
moding manner of ‘‘crawling on his 
belly" was a curse, inconvenience, or 
penance (should hav. been a pension) as a 
punishment inflieted on the snake for 
having indulged in alittle flirtation with 
our reputed antique female progenitor, 
Mother Eve, which resulted in pruning 
her of her maximum growth of robust ig- 
norance and engtafting the scion of price- 
less, alluring trüth instead. 

Has the reader ever seen a fossil snake? 
On nearly the full length of the abdomen 
are a series of transverse parallel bars, 
which were, while living, its organs of 
locomotion instead of legs. Now, from 
the scriptural account one would naturally 
infer that before the alleged curse snakes 
had some other way of going besides 
“crawling on their bellies.” During the 
era of reptils the land and waters literally 
swarmed with snake-like monsters who 
were ‘‘monarchs of all they surveyed,” 
and dictated the policy of government, 
figurativly speaking, to all else. But 
their authority could hav been derived 
from sheer brute force alone and not from 
superior mental sagacity as stated in Gene- 
sis. Those primeval autocrats hav passed 
away, and left only-their liliputian de- 
scendants of the present time. And from 
their history recorded in the imperish- 
able rocks science has been able to read 
something of their size, shape, and num- 
ber. Thev hav left their fossilized forms 
perpetuated in enduring stone, and we can 
see from their structural formation that 
they “crawled on their bellies” long be- 
fore the time of fabled Adam and Eve. 

The rainbow next needs our attention. 
The Bible says the Lord placed it in the 
firmament as a pledge or token that he 
woald no more destroy sublunary life by 
means of water. Now, any text-book of 
natural philosophy will explain the why 
and wherefore of the phenomenon of the 
rainbow to be nothing more nor less than 
the analysis of sunlight—solar spectram— 
and could never occur if the falling drops 
of rain were not spherical and transparent. 
Having contidence in the uniformity and 
perpetuity of nature’s laws we are induced 
to believe the antediluvians were provided 
with rainbows identical with those which 
embellish our skies at the present day, else 
raindrops hav been modified in shape since 
the deluge, which admits of no more cre- 
dence then the aforesaid moss-back tradi- 
tions. Wm. PATTERSON. 


A Correction and Some Averments. 
Locusr Corner, O., June 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: My TRUTH Snzxxn of June 
16th arrived on time, and I see that I did 
friend George an injustice. He is not an 
editor; he is simply & correspondent who 
frequently reviews the communications ot 
other correspondents before they are pub- 
lished. His explanation is satisfactory 
and I hope he will accept my apology. I 
perceive also that M». George has his opin- 
ion of my ‘‘trinity of Acquaintances.” 
That opinion is not the only delusion 
under which he is laboring, and though 
rather uncomplimentary to meis unworthy 
of refutation. 

Personally I will say that I hav ‘‘as- 
sured the editor of my distinguished re- 
gard" in a way that he is most likely to 
appreciate, that of having been a paid in 
advance subscriber for eighteen years. I 
took the paper many years through an 
agent, then two years directly from the 
office, after which, for reasons satisfactory 
to myself, I changed back to the old plan. 
Thay received nearly a thousand copies of 


Tse TRUTH SEEKER, not one of which 
came without the cash, never having bor. 
rowed a single one. Friend George wil] 
therefore hav to change his personal at. ` 
tacks to some other basis. My name ig 
not on the editor's subscription list, but 4t 
is on his book list to some extent, 

Had our friend characterized the pro. 
tective tariff as a national blessing, he 
would hav shown a much better under. 
standing of the subject, but I should hay 
considered even that as very imprudent 
on his part, and should hav been inclined 
to *'raise a warning voice.” 

Friend George concludes this note with 
a statement that his view of the protestiy 
tariff embraces a trinity of right, honesty, 
and common sense. This naturally recalls 
a paragraph in the issue of May 19th, in 
which we are informed that **it cannot of 
course be maintained that the employee is 
benefited by the protectiv tariff, because 
there is free trade in labor.” We look for 
the trinity which our friend has modestly in. 
troduced, and we find the first exceedingly 
vague, the last entirely missing. To ques- 
tion the second would, of course, be very 
uncharitable; to gtantit, absolutely éruel, 
for the man who cin honestly and. seri- 
ously write such a paragraph for publica. 
tion, is certainly to be pitied. 

Here is an assertion which is untrue and 
absurd: ‘‘ Because there is free trade in 
labor.” A reason which is false to the 
core, A reason than which no religious 
dogma could be more silly, and of which 
any child of fifteen years should be 
ashamed. Under a protectiv tariff, there 
is no free trade in labor. The benefits of 
the tariff are about equally divided be- 
tween the employee and the consumer. 
The former gets more money for his Jabor 
and the latter more goods for his money. 
In other words, wages are higher and liv- 
ing Cheaper. ` 

This may seem paradoxical to the nat- 
row intellect of a free trader; but if his 
reason were allowed to expanda little, he. 
would see that Europe can sell more 
cheaply than we, but that Europe wili not 
sell cheaply as we do, unless compelled to 
do so by a tariff. 

Under free trade rule, avepeen pro- 
ducers will lower prices until American 
competition is destroyed, after which they 
will charge what they like and America is 
bound to pay. A protectiv tariff renders 
such work impossible. Free trade givs 
Europe a monopoly of the American mar- 
kets, allows foreigners to fix prices which 
American consumers are obliged to pay. 
Protection enables American competition 
to defeat foreign monopolies, to fix prices 
which Europe is bound to accept or keep: 
her goods at home. 

I do not expect to convince friend: 
George. Paine in his day perceived the 
uselessness of giving medicin to the dead; 
and when we find a man, an American, 
who can in sober earnest declare that the 
employee is not benefited by the protectiv 
tariff because there is free trade in labor, 
we hav no choice, but to conclude .that 
the words of Paine were never more justly 
applicable. Cumas. O, Hays. 


Jesus and Thomas Paine. 


Cunt, Tex., June 10, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1.50, for 
which send THz TRUTH SEEKER to my 
friend 8. Shulz for six months, at the. end: 
of which time, I doubt not, he wiil hav 
acquired such an appetite for its pages of © 
common sense, sound philosophy, and sei- : 
entific truth that he will be a subscriber 
for the remainder of his life. 

The lastissue of the paper was a splendid: ` 
tribute to the memory of that grand man, 
Thomas Paine. When I was a boy in the 
city of Mobile, I well remember that 
there was a man who was pointed out by 
the pious parsons and religious zealots as 
a dangerous member of the community 
because he had read and admired the 
writings of Thomas Paine, and made no 
concealment of the fact. It is not quite 
so bad now, but still what a disgrace it is 
to this United States of America that the 
pioneer promoter of the liberties we now 
enjoy; the man who fired the hearts of the 
colonists with that spirit of resistance 
which enabled them after years of battle 
and bloodshed to throw off the British 
yoke; the brave genius who in Europe 
flung the ‘‘ Rights or Man” in the face of 
despotic royalty and power, and for the 


first time taught the toiling, groaning, 
sweating millions that they had rights 
which not even a God, much less a vile 
government of men, could trample upon 
with impunity; the lover of his kind, who, 
while despising monarchy, voted in France 
to spare the life of the monarch when he 
knew that it meant for him the prison and 
likely the gullotin—that such a man should 
hav been reviled and cursed for a century 
by the people to whom he gave a Repub- 
-lican form of government because he 
wrote the ''Age of Reason” to liberate 
their darkened minds from superstition 


and priestcraft, while a hypothetical, non- |: 


historie member of a barbarous race, who, 
it is said, lived some two thousand years 
ago, and went about denouncing phari- 
sees and cursing fig-trees for not bearing 
fruit out of season; breaking into o.rn- 
fields and helping himself and his party to 
what they had no right to; grabbing an- 
other man's: burros and riding into Jeru- 
salem followed by a lot of commonwealers 
whom he taught to take no thought for 
the morrow, promising that their heavenly 
father would put up for them; to love their 
enemies, hate father and mother and fol- 
low him; in short, to act the fool through- 
out in this world, and he would fix them 
up nicely in some other world; that such 
a fictitious personage or moral crank—if 
he ever 6xisted—should hav a billion 
dollars of untaxed property in this conntry 
dedicated to his name and millions of ad- 
miring voters, while Thomas Paine, who 
lived, loved, and suffered for his fellow- 
men, not thirty but seventy years, and left 
his imperishable thoughts to all posterity, 
is hated by the multitude and appreciated 
and honored by only the intelligent and 
liberal few, makes me somewhat disgusted 
with the human race and especially the 
so-called religious portion of it, which 
wishes now to put this mythical Hebrew 
in the Constitution of the United States, 
declare him king, and then make laws to 
compel us all to go to church and worship 
their king and support his priests, Let 
anyone follow literally the example and 
teachings of this Christ and he will land in 
the poorhouse or lunatic asylum inside of 
six months. Let any one follow the ex- 
ample and teachings of Thomas Paine, and 
he will be loved and honored wherever 
intelligence’ and virtue, divorced from 
superstition, hold sway over the minds 
and hearts of men and women. 

But we know very well how itis. The 
sky-pilots in general—to be sure there are 
exceptions—don't giv.a continental for 
Christ as a teacher, and are very careful to 
avoid following his example; but his name 
and the constant conjuring with it bring 
them the coveted easy living and the 
respect of their miguided, mistaken ad- 
mirérs. And the more churches and 
priests aud parsons, the worse the nation 
seems to be getting. ‘‘ When was age so 
erammed with menaces, madness, written, 
spoken lies?" asked Tennyson, in bitterness 
of soul. Greed for gold is fast destroying 
the morals of the nation; justice and vir- 
tue are at a discount, while Christ, Carlisle, 
and the sugar and other trusts are running 
the state and grabbing for everything in 
sight. Senators, at an average cost to the 
people annually of $16,482 (see Hepburn’s 
*' Statements in the House") apiece, come 
high. Most all are good Christians, with 
a holy chaplain at their head to steer them 
heavenward, but they practically demon- 
strate the utility of the proverb, ‘‘s bird 
in hand is worth two in the bush "—sugar 
stocks and corner lots on earth every time 
when these cost only a vote. Mansions in 
the skies Jesus will giv them in the here- 
after, S. Q. ETHERIDGE. 


If Not Christianity, What? 
Guezn’s FERRY, IDA., June 10, 1894. 
God is satisfied with his works. 
God is dissatisfied with his works. . 
God dwells in chosen temples. 
God dwells not in temples. 
God dwells in light. 
God dwells in darkness. 
-God is seen and heard.  . 
God is invisible and cannot be heard. 
God is tired and rests. 
God is never tired and never rests. 
God is omnipotent, sees and knows all 
things. 2 
God is not omnipotent, neither sees nor 
knows all things. _ re 
God knows the hearts of men. : 
God tries men to find out what is in 
their hearts, 
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God is all powerful. 

God is not all-powerful. 

God is unchangeable, 

God is changeable, 

God is just and impartial. 

God is nnjust and partial. 

God is not the author of evil. 
God is the author of evil. 

God givs freely to those who ask, 


God withholds his blessing and prevents 
their reception. 


iera is to be found by those who seek. 


God is not to be found by th 
seek him. O ao 
God is peaceful, 
God is warlike. 
God is kind, merciful, and good. 
God is cruel, unmerciful, destructiv, 
and ferocious. 


God’s anger is slow and endureth but for 
a moment. 


God's anger is. fierce, frequent, and en- 
dureth long. 


. God commands, approves of, and de- 
lights in burnt offerings, sacrifices, and 
holy days. 
_ God disapproves of and has no pleasure 
in burnt offerings, sacrifices, and holy 
days. i 

God tempts no man, 

God does tempt men. 

God cannot lie. 

God lies; he sends forth lying spirits to 
deceive. 

Because of man’s wickedness, God de- 
stroys him. 

Because of man’s wickedness, God will 
not destroy him. 


God's attributes are revealed in his 
word. 

God's attributes cannot be discovered. 

There is but one God. 

There are more Gods than one. 

These contradictory propositions destroy 
each other, therefore the holy Bible de- 
stroys the holy Bible God. The holy Bible 
God is the most viewless, doless, helpless 
thing in the universe, You can see the 
horse, cow, dog, bird, worm, microbe, but 
the holy Bible God does not show up. 
You can get the help of the most insig- 
nificant thing an earth, but the help of the 
holy Bible God comes not. The avalanche 
sweeps down the Infidel and. Christian, 
the good and bad, the virtuous and vicious 
go alike. Disease and famin come, all 
share alike The holy Bible God always 
does the work through the most thorough 
scientists. The holy Bible God signally 
fails in the hands of quacks. In Spain to- 
day they fight cholera with long proces- 
sions, marching, headed by bishops, car- 
dinals, priests bearing crucifixes; praying, 
praising, promising, prevailing the holy 
Bible God, yet cholera moves on, sweeping 
down unheeded. by the helpless holy Bible 
God, who is off making for a new planet 
a savior and devil to save and damn its 
inhabitants, 

When Garfield was shot, the Christian 
world agonized in sincere and hopeful 
prayer for weeks, for his life—he died, 
The holy Bible God would hav been suc- 
cessful had the surgeon’s knife reached the 
fatal bullet; but as it was, the holy Bible 
God failed. When the yellow fever visited 
the Mississippi valley, millions of sincere 
and hopeful prayers went up, week after 
week, for months, to the holy Bible God 
to remove the plague, but it stayed until 
the frost of winter froze it out, then the 
shout of thankful joy rose to heaven for 
the answer to prayer by the holy Bible 
God. In America they fight contagious 
epidemics with common sense, reason, sci- 
ence; with drugs, mattock, grub-hoe, 
pickaxe, spade, shovel, hoe, rake, scraper, 
soap, lye, potash, acid, mop, broom, fire, 
quarantine, extermination, fooling no 
time away With the helpless holy Bible 
God. Intelligence always exerts itself, 
and givs credit where credit is due. The 
ignorant are induced to do differently and 
suffer. 

Who is the holy Bible Christ? The 
holy Bible Christ is the holy Bible God— 
the son of the holy Bible God, the son of 
his holy self, the son of the holy ghost, 
the son of the holy Bible Joseph. Matthew 
states that the holy Bible Jacob begat the 
holy Bible Josepb, the husband of the holy 
Bible Mary. Luke states that the holy 
Bible Joseph was the son of the holy Bible 
Heli. 

These holy Bible contradictions annihi- 
late themselvs, and both the holy Bible 
Christ and the holy Bible Joseph. There- 
fore, by these holy Bible contradictions, 
we hay no holy Bible God, no holy Bible 


* Joseph, and no holy Bible Mary, 


The whole Christian religion rests on a 
dream. The holy Bible Joseph thought 
he married a holy Bible virgin. It was 
different. It troubled the holy Bible Jo- 
seph so much that he dreamed. The holy 
Bible Mary knew, but she did not tell. 
The holy Bible Joseph told his dream, and 
upon that dream rests the eternal future 
of all mankind; & dream which chal- 
lenges credulity, reason, and common 
sense, and this we are to believe or be 
damned. Who believes it? . Who will not 
be damned? vo 

The holy Bible says that the holy Bible 
children shall not eat anything that dieth 


of itself, but feed it to their guests or sell 


it to strangers. The holy Bible says: 
‘t Punish the children to the third and 
fourth generation for the sins of the pa- 
rent.” The holy Bible Christ says he 
brought not péace but a sword. The holy 
Bible says women must be silent, hold 
their speech, be governed by their hus- 
bands, and if they want to know anything 
they must ask their husbands; if the hus- 
band don't know, beignorant; if they hav 
no husband, then they are given over to 
the lust of the holy Bible king, holy Bible 
priest, or holy Bible soldier, and when 
their brutality is satisfied, they may be 
driven out on the unfriendly world to 
seek shelter, food, and a home where best 
they can, unthought of, uncared for, va- 
grants. The holy Bible Christ says you 
must hate father, mother, sister, and 
brother, or you are not a Christian. The 
holy Bible Christ says you must sell all you 
hav and give it to the poor. The holy 
Bible Christ says blessed are the poor. 
Woe unto the rich. All the virtue Lazarus 
had was poverty; he died and went to 
heaven. All the vice the rich man had 
was riches; he died and went to hell. The 
holy Bible Christ says you must not make 
provision for future wants, but trust to 
theholy Bible God. The holy Bible Christ 
says if you lend ask it not again. The 
holy Bible Christ says if any one takes 
your property, pursue him not, but giv 
him more of your valuables. The holy 
Bible Christ says resist not evil. The holy 
Bible Christ says if any one forces you 
to go against your will, yield without 
complaint.. The holy Bible Christ says if 
any one strikes you, let him strike again. 
The holy Bible Christ teaches the doctrin 
of non-resistance to evil. The holy Bible 
sustains slavery, polygamy, murder of 
heretics, pope or king rule, submission to 
all rulers, destruction of witches. 

All the foregoing are fundamentally 
taught in the holy Bible—the word of the 
holy Bible God. They are the teachings 
of the holy Bible Christ—the holy utter- 
ances of heaven’s holy Bible king; the 
inspired word of the holy Bible God - the 
unerring guide. Do Christians follow and 
teach these fundamentals? They do not. 
What do they follow aud teach? They fol- 
low and teach the laws of the several states 
in which they liv, the holy Bible God, the 
holy Bible Christ, the holy Bible, the 
holy Bible pope, the holy Bible priest, or 
the holy Bible laity to the contrary not- 
withstanding. The statutes define our 
duty as men and women, father and 
mother, parent and child, brother and sis- 
ter, guardian and ward, neighbor and citi- 
zen. They guard our health, customs, 
dealings, persons, and property. They 
direct everything that pertains to this life 
and is tending toward the great, grard 
scale of equal rights and compel obedience. 

The statutes are in direct opposition to 
the teachings of the holy Bible, the holy 
Bible God, the holy Bible Christ, In 
place of Christianity what? We hav no 
Christianity as taught by the holy Bible— 
we dare not follow or teach its funda- 
mentals. The law forbids. The statutes 
of the several states are the verified expe- 
rience of mankind, periodically changed, 
as wisdom makes it necessary for our 
good; and professed Christians assist in 
enacting and enforcing these Infidel laws 
for the security of their lives, property, 
and persons, and which over-ride the au- 
thority of the holy Bible God, the holy 
Bible Christ, and the holy Bible. 

The holy Bible priesthood persist in the 
falsehood that all our laws are based on 
the teachings of the holy Bible. The 
statutes are the Infidel Bible, and there is 
not a man, woman, or child who does not 
find protection in them and believe in 
them, and by so doing they are Infidels. 
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How was itin the holy Bible days of the . 
dark ages, when all books, except the holy 
Bible, were burned, and all thoughts : 
which were not in accordance with the 
holy Bible were crucified and Freethinkers 
burned? How was it in the holy Bible 
days of the Catholic Inquisition? In Spain 
alone 31,000 were. burned, 290,000 were 
tortured to death by frying; and in the 
Netherlands 75,000 went down in horrible 
death? Those figures record only a small 
portion of those who perished or suffered 
for the ** crime" of heresy; the offenders’ 
wives, children, relativs, friends—all were 
doomed for the sake of the holy Bible God. 
How was itin the holy Bible days of the 
Protestant persecution in Europe? It was 
a parallel to the Inquisition (read William 
Cobbett's letter to Lord Tenderten, chief 
justice of England, as Jate as 1829, in Bell's 
‘*Hand-book of Freethought”). How 
was itin the holy Bible days of America? 
Read the Biue Laws, the persecution, the 
hanging of witches. Those were days of 
stocks, chains, fetters, dungeons, prisors, 
fire, fagot, fiame, sword, cannon, rack, 
thumbscrew, strangulation, gibbet, river 
of human blood, brutal, beastly, priestly, 
religious, holy Bible unquiet. Who would 
not rather hav the Infidel present than 
the holy Bible days of the past? Infidels 
want nothing, ask for nothing, but pro- 
tection in the exercise of their natural 
rights—free thought, free speech, right of 
private judgment, equality before the 
law. They wish to entertain their own 
opinion of and scorn for the deceiver who 
robs the widow and orphan of their mite 
for the holy Bible God’s sake, and who 
livs untaxed in luxury on their beggary. 

We want no horrid holy Bible days of 
the past. We want no holy Bible, no holy 
Bible God iu the Constitution. We don’t 
want avy holy Bible Sunday; we don’t 
want any holy Bible days again —no repe- 
tition of the holy Bible past; we want the 
Infidel present with its aspiratiun for a 
better Infidel juture as verification shall 
point the way. 

Christian, abandon the self.executed 
holy Bible myths, thé holy Bible God, the 
holy Bible Christ, the holy Bible Holy 
Ghost, the holy Bible Joseph, the holy 
Bible Mary, the holy Bible dream, the 
holy Bible devil, and come with us; we 
will turn the light of reason on truth, jas- 
tice, humanity and giv you a chance for 
peace, earthly quiet, a happy eternity. 

Christians, you hav poisoned with your 
holy Bible the fountain of the. stream of 
time and built a wall of sulphureons dam- 
nation and set a guard of flaming swords 
about it; you hav added deadlines to its 
inlets and, as it widened, deepened, length 
ened toward the great ocean of the un- 
known, you increased its perils and hor- 
rified its navigation so that its descent was 
almost certain death and caused many of 
its voyagers such mental horror that they 
scuttled their craft and sank to rise no 
more. You held the fortress, armed with 
all the implements of horrid death known 
to brutal man. With will .aud nerve, 
backed by the command of the holy Bible 
God to execute, you executed. 

Thus ticked the clock of time, when 
high up and far out of this horrid night 
nations bore sand cradled some great, 
grand, good, heroic souls, who saw that 
the present gloom and woe needed an 
antidote and chauged the bubbling fount- 
ain, bettered its inlets, and made naviga- 
tion more possible, and life happier; they 
broke through the hellish wall and flaming 
guards and cast into the fountain the 


needed gift. They saw, they knew to do 
was death— death to them, but life to 
future voyagers; this nerved their will and 
forced them to the deed; it was done; the 
stream was bettered, but the heroic souls 
were gone. Their noble work told and 
still speaks; others died by your cruel 
butchery until it was made possible for 
men to do, think, speak, and yet liv. The 
great barriers vn the stream of time are 

one. Those now borne on its bosom 
Begin to pluck the fruits of truth, justice, 
happiness, peace, Freethought, right of 
private judgment along its bauks and view 
the beyond as a home of eternal rest. 

Your deeds are recorded as infamous; 
their deeds as unfading guodness, great- 
ness, and will shine on and on and on— 
grow brighter, brighter, brighter as the 
ages pass. 

If you want quotations and references 
touching all the Bible contradictions al- 
luded to and many more holy Bible crush- 
ers send fifteen cents to the Truth Seeker 
Company. James STOUT, g 
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Qhi lirine Gorner: 


Fdited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tiona for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night js beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s oceupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


The Legend of Evil. 


This is tbe sorrowful story 
Told when the twilight fails 
And the monkeys walk together 

Holding each other's tails. 


* Our fathers lived in the forest, 
Foolish people were they, 
Tbev went down in tbe cornland 
To teach the farmers to play. 


“ Our fatbers frisked in the millet, 
Our fathers skipped in the wheat, 
Our fathers huug in the branches, 
Our fathers danced in the street. 


“ Then came the ‘errible farmers, 
Nothing of play they knew, 
Only they caught our fathers 
And set them to labor too! 


'*! Set, them to work in the vornland 
With plows and sickles and flails, 
Put them in mud-walled prisons 
And—cnt off their beautiful tails! 


“ Now we can watch our fathers 
Sullen and bowed and old, 
Stooping over the millet, 
Shariug the silly mold. 


“ Driving a foolish furrow, 
Mondiug a muddy yoke, 
Sleeping in mud-walled prisons, 
Steeping their food in smoke. 


* We may not speak of our fathers, 
For if the farmers knew, 

They would come up to tbe forest 
And set us to labor too." 


This is tho horrible story 

Told as the twilight fails 
And the monkeys walk together 

Holding each other’s tails. 

—Rudyard Kipling. 
E a 
A Visit to Salt Lake City. 
[CONTINUED. ] 

Right here I may remark that we trav- 
eled through a more extensiv wilderness 
in less than forty hours (thirty-six) than 
Moses and the children of Israel did in 
forty years, consequently modern civiliza- 
tion, as far as traveling is concerned, 
must be vastly superior to ancient inspi- 
ration. But the modern traveler must not 
think that he, like the children of Israel, 
will be fed with manna from heaven. 
Should he patronize the dining-car at- 
tached to his train or any of the dining- 
halls at the various depots where the train 
stops, which he is necessarily compelled to 
do, he will find that repeated and excessiv 
demands are made upon his pocket for 
what he may require in the way of food 
while traveling through the great desert 
of North America. Three o’clock in the 
morning is an untimely hour to arrive in 
a strange city; we were, therefore, with a 
few other passengers, escorted to the 
waiting-room at the depot to await the 
coming dawn. Having now arrived at the 
place that I had often wished to see, and 
being anxious to view the new surround- 
ings, I looked and longed for daybreak to 
appear, and at length Aurora came. 
Awake! arise from slumbers deep; 

Behold, Aurora comes 
To break the fettered chains of sleep 

From powers which sleep benumbs; 
While still, in purpled shadows hid, 

The sleeping valley lies, 

With kisses soft each drowsing lid 

Is ope’d in sweet surprise. 

She comes all winged, with glowing beams, 

And tresses hung with gold; 

Her radiant face with gladness gleams; 

She smiles on young and old. 


Licht skipping o’er the towering peaks, 

Like bounding mountain fawn, 

She comes all fresh with blushing cheeks— 

The bright and laughing dawn. 

Fly, Erebus. black bird of night, 

Hence with thy motley train; 
Aurora comes on wings of light, 

Earth wakes to life again. 

Daylight brings to view an extensiv 
blooming valley with a beautiful city of 
sixty-five thousand inhabitants nestling in 
its bosom. The city is located near the foot 
of the northern and eastern range of 
mountains, or perhaps it would be more 
correct to say, in the northeast corner of 
the valley, the mountains to the south 
being twenty-five miles distant. Stretch- 
ing out for a considerable distance to the 
southwest is a level plain leading to the 


Great Salt Lake, which is nineteen miles | correspondents, and, with the advice of 


distant from the city, and is reached by 
the Salt Lake and Los Angeles railway. 
There are three railway depots in the city 
and street cars propelled by electricity run 
in all directions. Thestreets are one hun- 
dred and thirty feet wide, some of which 
are well paved and streams of sparkling 
clear water from the surrounding moun- 
tains course along the sides of very many 
of them. 

Suburban streets are adorned on each 
side with beautiful residences, having 
beautiful Jawns, shrubbery, flowers, etc., 
all of which appear to be kept in the very 
best order, while tall shade trees protect 
them from the rays of the summer sun. 
In the business part of the city all trades, 
professions, and occupations seem to be 
well represented, from the cobbler mend- 
ing shoes, and the second-hand furniture 
dealer, to the princely merchant whose 
store is filled to its utmost capacity with 
everything useful and ornamental. 

Salt Lake City indicates a degree of 
comfort and prosperity which is probably 
not excelled by any city of its size in the 
United States. Saturday afternoon, Aug. 
26th, we take a trip to Saltair Beach, Salt 
Lake, where a great-multitude of people 
were assembled to listen to two concerts 
to be given during the afternoon and even- 
ing in the new pavilion there by the Mor- 
mon Tabernacle choir, consisting of two 
hundred and fifty voices. The Pavilion is 
a splendid frame structure built on the 
lake four thousand feet from the shore. It 
rests upon large wooden posts or piling 
raised a few feet above the surface of the 
water, and trains reach it by means of a 
viaduet extending from the shore to the 
building. It contains a lunch or dining 
hall 151 by 258 feet, a concert and dance- 
hall 140 hy 250 feet, 620 bath bouses, and 
several high towers which afford a com- 
manding view of the lake and surrounding 
mountains. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
mI em m 
Correspondence. 


Sarem, O., Avril 23, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrox: Mr. Sharp, the 
gentleman with whose family my mamma 
and I are living, takes TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER. They hav persuaded me to write 
to the Children's Corner. I hav read a 
great many letters to the Corner and think 
they are very nice. I go to the Columbia 
Street school. There are eight rooms, I 
am in thesixth room. Iam thirteen years 
of age and an only child. This is all for 

this time. Yours truly, 
OPHELIA Davis. 


Huzer Orry, April 16, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wixow: I hav never written 
to the Corner, so I thought I would write. 
My pa has taken Tug TRUTH SEEKER for 
along time. I like to read the Children's 
Corner very much. T am twelve years old. 
T go to school and.read in the Fourth 
Reader. Istudy reading, writing, spelling 
and physiology. We hav a mile and a 
half to walk to school. There is only one 
more week. Well, I guess my letter is 
long enough, so I will close, hoping to see 
this in print. From your friend, 
i JANIE BELLE Linpsay, 
Hezer Cr, April 15, 1894. 
Drar Miss Wixow: I was pleased to see 
my letter in priut, so I thought I would 
write again. You told me next time I 
wrote to describe the town where I lived. 
It is situated on a creek. The houses are 
strung along oneither side for about three 
miles and a half, everybody living on 
their own farm. Pa has read TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER for fifteen years. I hav four sis- 
ters and one brother. My brother’s name 
is Thomas Paine. Weare all Freethink- 
ers. Well, I guess my letter is long 
enough. From your little friend, 
CHRISTEENA LINDSAY. 


` [The next time you write, Christeena, 
tell us what state you liv in.—Ep. C. €.] 


West Surron. Mass., May 20, n.m. 294. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: With your permis- 
sion I would like to communicate with the 
members of our Correspondence Club 
through the Corner. 

We hav a club of twenty-eight members 
at present. About the first of April I sent 
a list of the names of the members to each 
one that they might vote for officers, and 
having received ballots from only about 
half of the members I think there may 
possibly be some misunderstanding. In 
the February 10th issue of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER the plan of the club wasgiven. It 
was stated that two officers should perform 
the duties of the club-president and seere- 
tary, chosen fora term of three months. 
The duty of the president is to name the 


the secretary, appoint the subjects. 

The president shall receive all corre- 
spondence, which must be forwarded to 
him within two weeks after receipt of the 
same, and he shall send one letter in each 
series of letters to the secretary for publi- 
cation. 

The secretary shall notify each member 
of the club with whom to correspond and 
upon what subjects, and publish in the 
Liberal papers any correspondence the 
president may send. 

I hope that all those members who hav 
not sent their ballots will do so at their 
earliest leisure or convenience. 
Freethought, Luoy W. PHELPS. 


Paris, Tex., May 24, 1894. 
Dzar Miss Wixow: I will try to write 
one letter to the Corner. I read the Cor- 
ner every week. I think that Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER is the best paper that I ever read. 
The Corner is the most interesting page in 
it. We liv several miles from Paris, the 
county seat of Lamar. The city has a 
population of ten thousand and about fif- 
teen churches. There are several Free- 
thinkers here. The lecture of J. E. Rems- 
burg was very highly appreciated. I will 
tell you my age—fourteen. I hav two 
brothers and four sisters. My youngest 
brother is named Volney Voltaire Bradley 
and my next eldest brother is named 
Robert Heston Bradley. I wish long life 
to Watson Heston. I remain yours for 
truth and liberty. 
EusrAcE EucgNE BRADLEY. 
P. 8.—You need not write all my name. 
If some of the children would write I 
would gladly answer. E. E. B 
Marsa, Ina.. May 21, 294. 
Dear Miss Wrxon AND READERS OF THE 
Corner: I thought I would address you 
once more and ‘lak you know that I am 
still alive and prospering. I am busy 
mining now, andI am to get seventy-five 
cents every Sunday, but sometimes I rest 
a half day on Sunday and read Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. I attended a debating society at. 
Horse Shoe Bend, which is about eight 
miles from here. The meetings were held 
every Wednesday night. One night the 


question was, Resolved, That Female Suf- | 


frage should be allowed. There was but 
one man who spoke earnestly on the nega- 
tiv side. He went back to the Bible and 
quoted several passages, and said we ought 
to follow the Bible: But another man on 
the affirmativ knocked him out entirely, 
and said that this was a later date than 
when the Bible was written. Easter Sun- 
day services were held here, and they rung 
me in to take part and it made me hot. 
Next time I will be on the watch and they 
won’t catch me so easily. The preacher 
was absent but sent a substitute. He got 
up and spoke about the Africans and the 
Mexicans, how they were trying to find 
the Lord, but he couldn’t see why the 
Americans were so backward but still more 
civilized. That also made me hot. Why, 
anybody that had common sense wight 
know why they were so backward in join- 
ing the church. As I will probably be 
taking up too much valuable space I wiil 
close. Yours for Freethought andreform, 
A. E. Beworr. 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali.y 
Based Thereon. 


Bx Proressor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


vURTENTS : 
Force and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 
Immortality of Matter, . Nature (Teleology), 
Immortelity of Force, Man, 
tnfinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, : Consciousness, 


Form, |. Seat of the Soul, 
framutability of Natural Innate Ideas 

AWS, e Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 


&WS, ital Force, 
The Heavens, The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Fres Will, 
of the Earth, | Movality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observe 
Aecalar Generation, tions. 


Deea BLUSO AñAraaa HR ROU BARK RUM 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price. 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price. 10 cents. RN 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
Price. 5 cents. f 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesus Insane} Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholie 

Church, Price, 5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Yours for 


Books by Helen H. Gardener, 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Tas Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


iS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. 81: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? — — 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise. oloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands 


Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTS: 
A Splendid Judge of a Woman -The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House : 
Mystery—The Time-Lock of Our,An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell's 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fiction of Life. 


CONTENTS: 

Prefsce—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the City's Dead ~An Irre- 
sponsible Educated .Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsihility of Woman in Heredity— 
Wowan as an Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in 1ts Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
Sense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10cents. Address this office. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


Bv A. R. AYRES. 
** A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price, 25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


“With Daughter's Babe 
His Knee’ 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem 
"Life," by "the prince o orators ™ Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. Itis larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby. 
_-urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet. who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not-only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only ?5 cents, post-paid. 


rj 


TR SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette piace, New York. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Address 
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ModernMarriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. 


Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriaees—one from the nobility, one from the 
bourgeotste. one from the petty bourgeotsie, and 
one from the working-people—and describes, with 
all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig- 
inates,by what. motive each is inspired, how eac 
is consummated, and how each results. 

Price, 15 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


The Freethinker's Dadge-pin 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TnuTR 
EEKEB one year for $5. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 
Will be sent for pu Sugar Spoons and TnuTE 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


AU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 


A condensation of the fundamental arguments 
against Christianity. 


A Very Good Little.Misstonary Work. 


Address : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA IDENTIFIED AS THE 
CHRISTIAN JESUS, 


An important and remarkable revelation con 
cerning the life and times of. Apollonius of 
Tyana, the great sage and philosopher of the first 
century. It is here claimed that his life and 
teachings were appro riated and utilized by the 
formulators of the Christian religion in the in- 
terest of so-called Christianity. The plagiarism 
ismade plain in this brief history of Apollonius 
especai yin view of the historical references an 
comments thereon. It is quite evident that to 
conceal the plagiarism, the name of Apollonius 
was suppressed. 

Price, 15 cents. ; . 

. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER: 
98 Lafayette place. New York Citv 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 
xe. 1894.68 


Edited by CHARLES A. WATTS. 


OONTENTS: 

The True History of the Bible, Prof. Edwin 
Johnson; A Practical View of Lite, Charles Watts; 
‘Phe Decadence of the Old ‘heology, Mrs. E. 
Lynn Linton; Inspiration in Exiremis, Samuel 
Laing; she Gospel of Love, A Poem. Capt. W. B. 
McTaggart; Agnostic Types. R. Bithell, B.Sc., 
Ph.D.; On Spiritual Wickedness in High Places, 
Edward OClodd; A Priest of Nature, A Poem, 
Hon. C. Tuckerman; The Dream of Immor- 
tality, Frederick Millar; Is Immortality a Dream, 

A Stewart Ross, (valadin); Practical Conse- 
Wuences of Agnosticism, F J. Gould; The Relig- 
qous Propensity, Furneaux Jordan, F.R.C.8. 

Price, 25 Cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Lafayette place, New York. 


. BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 

„mto the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. |. 

The Secret of the East; or, The Origir 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance: 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Lawe 
of Nature. Cloth. $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Hnman Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus 


trated by H. Faber. oth 8 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Tinfavatta nlace. New York. 


Address 


Price, 15 cents. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book 18 just what its title implies—thump- 
sng whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Onristians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Uu,..vianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


` Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FILE BINDERS. 
Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need s File Binder, which we willsend.on 
eceipt of one dollar. 


Agents for The Truth Seeker. 


Alabama 
Loeb & Loeb, Montgomery. 
k Arkaneas 
Davies & Son, 412 Main st., Little Rock. 
California 
Thos. W. Baker, Exeter. 
Stoll & Thayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles 


S.C. Blake, 503 Kearney st., San Francisco. 


C. E. Duran, 334 Montgomery st, San 
Francisco. 

Edwaras & McKnight, 12 W. 1st st., Los 

geles. 

Max NewsStand, 102 N. Main, LosAngeles. 

J. E. Matthews, Eureka. 

Eclectic Book Store, Los Angeles. 

Shaw & Gregg, Broadway opp. Central 
Bank, Oakland. 

8. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 

Canada 
P. C. Allen, 35 King st., Toronto. 
John MeKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto. 


: Colorado 
J sew land & Co., 400 Harrison av., Lead- 
ville. 
Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 
C. Smith & Son, 385 Larimer st., Denver. 


J. C. Richey, 309 Harrison ave., Leadville. 


Connecticnt 

Perry Moul, Danbury. 

Florida 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
A. J, Gardner, Kissimmee. 

Georgia 
Wm. Estill, Savannah. 

(Hinois 


Brentano Bros. ,204 Wabash ave., Chicago. 


'| Chas. W. Curry, 183 Madison st., Chicago 


Henry Fash, 516 W. Madison st., Chicago. 


-Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 


Post-Office News Co., 93 Adams, Chicago. 


Iowa 
C. Deuell, Marshalltown. 
Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. 


Clarence Brown, Avoca. 
^ Endiana 
Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 55 Mass. av., In. 
dianapolis. 
Louisiana 
Al. J. Dwyer, 226 Baronne st., NewOrleans 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
, , Massachusetts 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
H. W. Smith, 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 


"aine 
N.G. Fessenden, 484 Congress st, Portland. 
‘Michigan 
Baker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
H. Ulbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 
R. S. Squires, 24 Jefferson st., Muskegon. 


Minnesota 
W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th st., St. Paul. 


Parcher & Sacre, 8 3rd st., S. Minneapolis. 
Mentana 


D. J. Cavanah, Box 648, Missoula. 
Missonri 

J. A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St.Joseph. 
E. F. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Philip Roeder, cor. 4th & Olive, St. Louis. 

New York 
S. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 
Brentano Bros., 5th ave. & 18th st., N. Y. 


.| L. Jonas & Co., Astor House, New York. 


Mr. Goldberg., 72 Canalst., New York. 

E. J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
C. Ryan, 138 Western Boulevard. 

J. H. Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 
W. Winham, 388 Kean ste, Brooklyn. 

E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
R. Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 
W. H. Leonard, 91 Congress st., Troy. 
Best & Co., 8 Chestnut st., Buffalo. 


New Jerse 


2 y 
F. Braithuit, 91 Belleville av., Newark. 
W. Walz, 87 Bremen st., Newark. 
Nebraska 
J. I. Freuhauf, Omaha. 
G. A. Howe, York. 


J. S. Stott, So. Omaha. 
Ohio 


L. C. Collins, 110 So. High st., Columbus. 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O. Box 700, Cincinnati. 
Larwood, Day&Oo., 259 Superior, Clevel’d. 
N. Hexter, 342 Superior st., Cleveiand. 
Standard News Co. , 14 W. Tuse st, Canton. 
AM. Warren Co, 217 Centralave, Cincinnati. 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 


Oregon 
Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 
W. E. Jones, 291 Alder st., Portiand. 
Handley & Haas, 150 1st st., Portland. 
Pennsylvania 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st.. Phila. 


R. Staley, Wood and 4th ave., Pittsburgh. 
Rhode _ Island 


H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 


Providence. 
Tennessee 


D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 


Texas 
E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
J. R. Humphrey, Waco. 
F. Ohlendorf, Galveston. 

Utah 
Margett Bros., 76 Mainst., Salt Lake City. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 

Virginia i 
Mrs. E D. Slenker, Snowville. 
E. J. Brady, Richmond. 
Washington 

C. B. Reynolds, 420 No. L st., Tacoma. 
J. F. Riggs, Seattle. 
E. Skamser, Buckley 
Sutton & Allairs, 104 So. 2d st., Seattle. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABOOOR, Price, 15 cente. 


By GEO. E. 


[sez THUMBSCREW " m MACDONALD, 


12 COPIES 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy inquisition. 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, tie Raon. the Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks, 
the Herctic C.tcher.the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-puar (gag), Tron Masks rocommnendeá 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and, Burning on the Wheel, tha Ducking Gage, the Chastity Bolt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date the Execution Bell, eto. : 

“I used to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, “how our fathers persecuted mankind Bat I 
never appreciated ıt. iread it, bitit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the 1nfamies that have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments thac 
Christians used.” . 

Price, 10 Cents per Copy. ~“ ~ 12 Copies for $1.00 
BUY A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCATTER THEM AMONG YOUR OHHISTIAN NEIGHRORS! 
i Address THE RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Just. Qut.—25 Cents —Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living in Michigan said once tbat he would give $25 è 
year to have the Crimes of Preachers recorded, as the frequent lapses 
of virtue of the ministers showed how littie value Christianity 
possesses to make men moral, 5 

We have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 

additions for this new edition of the 


5$ Grimes of Preachers” 


Shoes nearly 400 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
vioas editions show that within a few years abeut 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Moss of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once ths weakness and 
the strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the 


nergy. 

"Notwithstanding the many additional pages. we have kept tho (gy 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for w copy, aud confound the church- 
‘men Show them just what sor; of scamps are the clergy who have 
JXosed the World's Fair cn Sunday. b:cause it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery Oi 


vaintings in this period $e “immoral " 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


HAND-BOOK 


OF 


FREETHOUGHT 
By W. S. PEU 


— 


g MA e 
Paine’s "Age of Reason,” 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


Addresr 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Bvok, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
vll in all, the very best picture of the Fair (hat can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Address THE TRUTP B8BEKER. 


RELIGION A CURSE, 
RELIGION A DISEASE, 
RELIGION A LIE. 


By Samtel P. Putnam. 
Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892. whioh for the sake of Religion, Stabbea Liber 
to the Heart. 


Single copy, 25 cents. Five copies for $1. 


A work burning with indignation inspirad by the Congressional act closing the World’s Fair 
on Sunday—an act which practically united thegovernment and the Christian church. 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 


Also the following Essays and Poems by Mr. Putnam, which have never before been put in 
book form: Orthodoxy; Freethought; Man, Not God (written fora Paine anniversary); The Statue 
of Liberty and Thomas Paine; a poem written for the opening exercises of the Silverton, Ore.. Free- 
thought Hall; Death and Life; The Golden Age; Shut the Door (a poem on the closing of the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876). 3 

e main essay in this work is one of the strongest arraignments ever made of the religion 
which cramps and fetters the minds of the people of this country. It should be distributed widely 
I: has been commended in the highest terms as it appeared in THE TRUTH SEEKER and we hope every 
reader will buy a copy to lend his neighbor and arouse thought. 


Price 25 cents; Five ooptes for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place; New YorkOity, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 7, 1894. 


JY exo Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Soxor AND Canistian Traprrion. Es- 
says. By Thomas H. Huxley. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. Cloth. Price, 
$1.25. 

“Science and Christian Tradition " is 
Number Five in the series of Professor 
Huxley's collected essays. immediately 
following ‘‘Science and Hebrew Tradi- 
tion,” noticed some weeks ago in these 
columns. In the preface to the present 
volume the author observes that he has 
reached the time when ‘‘the still small 
voice”? within, ‘‘more audible than any 
other to the dulled ear of age, makes its 
demand; and I hay found that it is no 
sort of use to try to cook the accounts 
rendered.” He has striven to tell the 
truth, in so far as he has been able to dis- 
cover it, in regard to the questions which 
giv the titles to the work before us and 
its companion volume, just mentioned. 
Nevertheless, or perhaps rather because of 
this desire to tel] only the truth, he is im- 
pelled to deny the validity of some of the 
chargesmade against him by Christian crit- 
ics, particularly those which assume that he 
has ‘‘gone out of his way” to attack the 
Bible and the church or that he is inspired 
by ''hatred. of Christianity." His has 
always been the work of the scientific in- 
vestigator, and it was only when the ‘‘dom- 
inant ecclesiasticism " of his early days 
** thrust the book" [the Bible] in his way 
that he found it necessary to point out 
certain facts which are very annoying to 
Christian apologists. Wherever he went 
in the province of natural knowlege which 
he had set out to explore, he ‘‘came to a 
tall and formidable-looking fence.” On 
this was the prohibitiv notice—‘‘No thor- 
oughfare. By order. Moses.” He could 
see no way over the fence; and the ‘‘ pros- 
pect of creeping round” did not seem as 
attractiv to him as it does to some others. 
“True there was no longer any cause to 
fear the spring guns ond man-traps set by 
former lords of the manor; but one is apt 
to get very dirty going on all-fours.” We 
ean fully appreciate the sturdy English- 
man's fastidiousness when we take a look 
at some of the respectable ‘‘reconcilers” 
who hav been trying to get into the prom- 
ised land of truth by sneaking through the 
morasses of Christian apologetics. They 
are wretchedly bedraggled, and their 
spines hav become so accustomed to the 
attitude of the quadrumana or of the 
ophidians that they ever afterward find it 
extremely difficult if not wholly imposei- 
ble to resume the erect position of the 
genus homo. So Professor Huxley found 
himself reduced to the alternativ of aban- 
doning his journey or breaking down the 
fence and going through. It is not neces- 
sary to say which to chose todo. His life 
work tells the story. 

Professor Huxley remarks that he is by 
nature law-abiding, ‘‘ ready and willing to 
submit to all legitimate authority,” but he 
was always possessed of the conviction 
that ‘‘reasonable assurance of the legiti- 
macy [of the authority] should precede 
submission,” so he took it upon himself 
** to look up the manorial title-deeds. The 
pretensions of the ecclesiastical ‘ Moses’ to 
exercise & control over the operations of the 
reasoning faculty in the search after truth, 
thirty centuries after his age, might be 
justifiable; but, assuredly, the credentials 
produced in justification of claims so large 
required careful scrutiny.” Instituting 
an examination of these credentials—the 
Bible—the scientist made some ‘‘ singular 
discoveries." ‘‘ Moses” he found to be ‘‘a 
mere traditional mask.” Probably there 
lay behind this mask the features of a real 
man—‘‘just as many & medieval fresco 
has been hidden by the whitewash of 
Georgian churchwardens,” but after the 
** guecessiv layers of Jewish and Christian 
traditional pigment" had been removed, 
by ‘‘even the tenderest critical operations, 
there was not much to be discerned of the 
leader of the Exodus.” 

Yet one fact stood out clearly, and that 
was that for nine-tenths of the Pentatench 
Moses was in no was to be praised or 
blamed, ‘‘certainly not for the legends 
which hav been made the bugbears of 
science.” The fence ‘‘turned out to bea 
mere heap of sticks and brushwood” 
through which the Professor could and 
did walk with impunity. He was young 
then, he remarks, and was naturally in- 
dignant that such a sham had been put in 
his way. One’s vanity, he thinks, is likely 
to be hurt when great preparations hav 
been made to go through or climb over a 
rampart ‘‘which turns out, on close ap- 
proach, to be & mere heap of ruins; ven- 
erable, indeed, and archeologically inter- 
esting, but of no other moment.” A por- 
tion of ‘‘the surplus energy accumulated 
is apt to find vent in strong language,” 
Still, after the lapse of thirty years, Pro- 
fessor Huxley cannot see his way clear to 


LL 


modify the statements he made in his 
essay, ** On the Origin of Species," writ- 
ten in 1860. He perceives that **the cos- 
mogony of the semi-barbarous Hebrew " 
has not ceased to be the *'inenbus of the 
philosopher and the opprobrium of the 
orthodox,” and not yet ‘‘are the weaker 
sort, even of the instructed, at rest from 
their fruitless toil ‘to harmonize impossi- 
bilities,’ ” 7 

But the field of conflict is not wholly 
the same that it was three decades ago. 
Then ‘‘ criticism of ‘Moses’ was held by 
most respectable people to be deadly sin; 
now it has sunk to the rank of & mere 
peccadillo; at least, if it stops short of the 
history of Abraham.” You may knock 
out all the foundations of Christianity, as 
they were once found in Genesis, and the 
new apologists will ‘‘ underpin the 
structure” and make it ‘‘to the eye as 
firm as ever.” 

** But let him be anathema who applies 
exactly the same canons of criticism to the 
opening chapters of ‘Matthew’ or of 
‘Luke.’ School-children may -be told 
that the world was by no means made in 
six days, and that implicit belief in the 
story of Noah’s Ark is permissible only, 
as a matter of business, to their toy- 
makers; but they are to hold for the certain- 
est of truths, to be doubted only at peril 
of their salvation, that their Galilean 
fellow-child Jesus, nineteen centuries ago, 
had no human father.” 

From this point on the preface is a sum- 
mary of the well-known historical, literary 
and scientific arguments against the claims 
commonly made by Christians for the 
four gospels, stated as only Professor 
Huxley can state them. Following the 
preface, the contents are: Prologue; Scien- 
tific and Psendo-Scientific Realism [1887]; 
Science and Pseudo-Science [1887]; An 
Episcopal Trilogy [1887]; the Vaine of 
Witness to the Miraculous [1889]; Possi- 
bilities aud Impossibilities [1891]; Agnos- 
ticism [1889]; Agnosticism: A Rejoinder 
[1889]; Agnosticism and Christianity [1980] ; 
The Keepers of the Herd of Swine [1890]; 
Illustrations of Mr. Gladstone’s Contro- 
versial Methods [1891]. 
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1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
and other occupants standing showing Colo- 
net Iagersoll, President Rowley, 8. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. . 


Colonel Ingersoll Canses 2 Smile. 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
. semblage. 


Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem. 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Hnmanity. . 


6. The Paine Monument, as it appeared 


May 30th wreathed in flowers and -bearing 
mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 

7. Paine Homestend as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all tsken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Hocheile. on May 30th, and are historically, patri- 
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the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Mis« Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photographs are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
is seventy-five cents each. : 
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attempt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
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across the Atlantic.— Te Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
tare of the nineteenth century.—Progressive 

nker. ` 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 
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By LOUIS BARKAN, M.D. 


Fordyce Barker, M.D., Professor 
Bellevue Medical College says of it, 
writing to the author: “I regard your 
book as the most sound, sensible, and 
useful book on the topics which it dis- 
cusses that I hav met with. I wish it 
could be in the hands of every intelli- 
gent head of a family. I am particu- 
cularly pleased with one feature of it 
that it does not profess to teach dos- 
ing anddrugging. I congratulate you 
on the wisdom and success of this ef- 

ort.” 


Other noted physicians recommend 
it just as highly. 
Price, cloth, gilt side stamp, $1. 
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A COLLECTION OF 
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JYot for Parsons. 


Tue meek must inherit the earth, for it’s 
plain they never could get-it in any other 
way.—Kate Field’s Washington. . 


Tue pastor had no dislike to the choir, 
but some of its members were almost ready - 
to resign, not long ago, on account of ` 
one of his announcements. So many of 
them were sick that the choir seats were 
deserted. The good man was sorry for it, 
but the idea uppermost in his mind was to 
choose a hymn that the entire congrega- 
tion could sing. He mentioned the ab- 
sence of the choir, and then said: ‘Since 
providence has seen fit to afflict them with 
bad colds, let us join in singing ‘ Praise. 
God from whom all blessings flow." . 


ANOTHER minister of the last century 
famed for his peculiar prayers wasthe Rev. 
Peter Glass, the minister of Crail. The 
Rev. Peter invariably preached and prayed 
in good broad Scotch, using all the homely 
technical terms appropriate to the subjects 
he happened to hav in hand. His parish- 
ioners being mostly fishermen, he was 
praying one day ‘‘that the Lord would 
fill the men’s boats wi’ herrin’ up to the 
very towholes" (2. e., rowlocks), when one 
of the persons concerned roared ont: ** Na, 
na, no’ that far, sir, or we wad a’ be sunk!” 
—Saladin. i 


AN old minister in the Cheviots usedi. 
when excited in the pulpit, to raise his 
voice to a loud half-whimper, half whine. 
One day a shepherd had brought with him 
a young collie, who became go thrilled by 
the high note of the preacher that he also 
broke into a quaver so like the other that 
the minister stopped short. ‘‘ Put out 
that collie,” he said, angrily. The shep- 
herd, equally angry, seized the animal by 
the neck, and as he dragged him down the 
aisle, sent back the growling retort at the 
pulpit, ‘‘ It was yersel begond it!"— Zon- 
don Freethinker. 


Tar late Catholic bishop of Raphoe used 
often to tell this story with enjoyment: ‘‘I. 
was suddenly called,” he said, ‘‘from my 
home to see an unfortunate sailor who h 
been cast ashore from a wreck, and was 
lying speechless upon the ground, but not 
quite dead. ‘The life’s in him still, your 
reverence; he stirred alittle.’ So I stooped 
down, and said to him: ‘My poor man, 
you’re nearly gone; but just try to say one 
little word. or make one little sign to show 
that you are dying in the true faith.’ So 
he opened one of his eyes just a wee bit, 
and he said: ‘Bloody end to the pope!’ 
and so he died.”—Argonaut. ` 


TEMPTATION OF NICODEMUS. 
My name is Nicodemns, an’ the white folks 
eall me John. : 
Im a worker in the vinyard of the 
Lawd; E 
I work also at whitewashin’ or anytbing 
that's on, 2 
Butlife fur us pore cullahed folks at 
times is very hard. 


I was bohn in ole Kentucky, an' was raised 
upon a farm; ] . 
I was always kind to turkeys, chickens, 
ducks, an’ even goats; : 
Ive hatched out gobs o' gobblers, and 
they fattened like a charm; 
I’m very fond o’ possum, sweet potatoes, 
an’ roast shoats. 


I wus gwine home from preachin’, an’ the 
night was monstus thick, . 
Fur ye can’t scoop in the sinnahs widout 
work, ' 
W'en I heard a somethin’ seemin' to be 
callin’ fur me quick, 
An’ ye know John Nicodemus ain't a 
eullahed man to shirk. 


I fetched up nigh a tree wid de turkeys on 
its limb, 
W'en one big gobbler tumbled off an’ 
fell down 8t my feet; 7 
Thinks I, the devil’s temptin’ me, an’ I 
looked aroun’ fur him. 
Too dark to see the devil—gobbler fat 
an’ fit to eat. 


So I picked up that big turkey an’ I put 
him in the tree: 
Mr. Devil, ye can’t tempt me, says I, I 
ain’t sech a goose; 
An’ "m jess as a sorto’ remuneration 
ee, 
I borrowed a small turkey hen—the hen 
wuz layin' loose. 


Didn't ole King Davy cut up bad about 
Uriah’s wife; 


fetched him to? 
Didn’t pore ole Nosh git so drunk he 
stripped off—oh, all life 
Is full o’ sech temptations laid out fur 
me #0’ you. 


Now I am willin’ jess to pony up an’ pay . 
for that ar hen, 
An’ I’m willin’ to forgiv the pore sinnah, 
the accuser; 
We will drop: the subjee! now; let’s here- 
aftah all be men, 
If the devil evah tempts us we'll confess 
an’ pay the loser, 
— William Kinnear, in N. Y. Sun, 


| Didn’t Peter lie an’ cuss until the rooster 
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Gems of Phought. 


No PEOPLE are free who sell in bundles 
their liberties to speculators in party spoils. 
— Galveston News. ( 


Tr you can't pay for a thing, don't buy 
it. If you can’t get paid for it, don’: sell 
it. So you will hav calm days, drowsy 
nights, all the good business you hav now, 
and none of the bad.— Ruskin. i 


In respect to the knowing-faculties, we 
may confidently trust in the general law, 
that nnder normal conditions, healthful 
action is pleasurable, while action which 
givs pain is not healthful. — Herbert 
Spencer. i 


Tue dreariness of drudgery may be 
changed to the blessedness of drudgery, if 
the daily duty be regarded as the college 
of life for growth in mental power, and as 
a gymnasium for building up character.— 
Chicago Interior, 


THERE are times when the inhumanity 
of a system stands out so red and fou), 
when the burden of iniquity weighs so 
heavily, and the contagion of its hypocrisy 
is s0 Jaden with mortal plague, that no awe 
of dilettante condemnation nor minute 
scruple as to the historic or the relativ can 
stay the hand of a man whose direct sight 
and moral energy hav pie'ced the veil of 
nse and revealed the shrine of the infamous 
thing. —JoÀn Morley. 


BisHor THompson of Mississippi is no 
doubt right when he says that the religion 
of the plantation negro has not much to 
do with morals.. But when he adds that 
** he dodges behind his Jesus to escape the 
consequences of his crimes, and, when he 
is hanged, he always goes to heaven,” he 
is arraigning the religion of the whites as 
well as of the blacks.: The negro did not 


invent this theological. fiction; he was 


taught it —Christian Register, 


Turre is nothing to make us wild with 
enthusiasm, but much to make us cheerful 
with hope. Our principles are spreading, 
our program is being’ gradually adopted 
by others, the very churches are being 
permeated by our heresy. The Christian 
superstition is melting away. Theological 
salvation is being supplanted by social sal- 
vation. It is our duty to hasten this 
beneficent process, and at the same time 
to uphold the principle of universal human- 
ity, so that the happier future may not 
lose the inspiration of a great ideal.—G. 
W. Foote. : 


EsrHusSIASM gives life color. It enriches 
what it touches. Belief and enthusiasm 
fellow each other. Boreal and_ tropic, 
they make the perfect sphere. Colorless 
professors, whose scholarship is an attenu- 
ation of non-committalism, add little or 
nothing to the great flash of life that 
throbs at the world-heart. Nothiog more 
horribly travesties the great phenomena 
of conviction—the dreams of justice and 
the prophecies of seers—than the nimble 
and jaunty manner of professional parade, 
which touches surfaces at all points, but 
would not delve into the soil and indulge 
a passion lest it should soil its flesh aud 
lose caste for parlors and fopperies. —Hur- 
ace L. Traubel. ; 


Ir is becoming, if it has not become, im- 
possible for men,of clear intellect and ade- 
quate instruction to believe, and it has 
ceased, or is ceasing, to be possible for 
such men honestly to say they believe, 
that the universe came into being in the 
fashion’ described in the first chapter .of 
Genesis; or to accept, as a literal truth, 
the story of the making of woman. with 
the account of the catastrophe which fol- 
lowed hard upon it, in the second chapter; 
or to admit that the earth was repeopled 
with terrestrial inhabitants by immigra- 
tion from Armenia or Kurdistan, little 
more than four thousand years ago, which 
is implied in the eighth chapter; or, finally, 
to shape their conduct in accordance with 
the conviction that the world is haunted 
by innumerable demons, who take posses- 
session of men, and may be driven out of 
them by exorcistic adjurations, which per- 
vades the gospels.— Professor Huxley. 


Bur as the intelligence in any race of 
people is increased, their religious fervor 
grown more timid and parsimonious. 
Prayer and genuflexions hav gradually re- 
placed the burdensome peace- offerings and 
the bloody sacrifices. Sometimes, as in 
China, offerings are made only in effigy; 
paper images are substituted for the real 
objects, and. are burned in their place. 
The primitiv man, urged by some need or 
by some emotion, prays coarsely but sin- 
cerely. ‘‘Come and pray," a missionary 
said to an islander in Madagascar. ‘‘Pray 
for what? I am not in want of anything 
now,” was the answer. After a while 
prayer becomes a formula read mechanic- 
ally at stated times; rites and ceremonies 
are performed without warmth, without 
earnestness— simply from habit. . This 
change seems to indicate that the age of 
faith will giv way to the age of examina- 
tion, that the age of ignorance will hav to 
yield to.the age of knowledge.—Dr. Chas. 
Letourneau, 
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other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Aurieular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nung in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales ot vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that iť the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 60 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. ; 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the ‘Confessional Un- 
masked," from the “Master Key to Popery, 
ete. The work is a protest agains andan appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 

of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentious 

hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 


outh. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham; Eng- 
land. Hevised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 1€ cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 


Eespestng Nem Hafi, Convent orts 
owin: vent: 
"TA inimicos] to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 


Price, paper incepit UTR SEEKER 00, 
z Lafayette Piace, New York City 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


A conversation in 


esty. to the ingenuons openness of 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 


Issuxs or 1891,.— $8. i 
. Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891 ...........,........ 80 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helon H. Gar- 


COUT E E) 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- * 
:trated..i.ise eco iere oa oes at prt cee. NE 
Answers to Ohristian Questions. D. M. Ben- Ki 
nri epe CR 
Christian Absurd..ties. 20 
Victor Hugo's Orat.on on Voltaire. ...... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 35 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
.80n. Robert O. Adams.................. 95 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- S 

MOM. asc hide i acse Vere e eA aa sarssacerce 
The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. T. E Longshore..... seéeece scs" DU 

Issues oF 1892. — $8. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote....... sesse. 95 
Rights ot Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- i 
Od PEE SUN EET mu 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 

4, dener ......... eevee ieie SESS 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbu: 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire 25 
Why Don't God Kill the is 

eock,..... .... S sssUxAS M Sere Üere sse $ 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial t 
t hitman, with Funeral Address. 

- By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll............;. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

Proctor ‘ 15 
Candle From 

Hart... cc cess see nee 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged...... . 80 
False aims of the Church. John E. 

Remsburg....... Mud ydeGaceesasseeesceseser 10 

Issues or 1808.— $8. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
. Emgersoll,......sccseeecccceneceeersoees 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
. WA... E apredecsiroescess DO 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 

M. E. Billings ............ eres 2B 
Resurrection of Jesus.....:.... c.l. 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; «eligion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam. dn 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

Tur TRUTS SEEKEB..... Etres ee. 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 

John E. Hemsburg. —..... NEAR! 50 
Pen Pictures of the Wold's Fair. Illus. 

tr«ted. S.P. Putnam..... Saree RE Kine anion 25 
Common Sense, Thomas Paine. ...... es 015 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure Mid Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 

ee e RAS 3 m 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettatein.......... ^» 10 
Bible Inquirer. A.Jacobson ss. vb 
sister Lucy. Her Awfnl Disclosures of 

Newhall Convent ........ Sane are eiaeie te 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 

MOM ETATE TETE T TETT 10 

— Iseumm or 1894 ~ $8. 
umbscrew and Hack. Geo, E. Macdonald 10 
xelf-Oontradiet on ofthe Bible. W.H.Borr — 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired, 

Single numbers sold at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced. © 


Take Advantage of these Manufactu- 
rer's Pricise 
REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Wa'tham, Hampden. 
Gentlenen’s Stze . 
, Prices: Ia 8 ounce sil verine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jewels, £6 5u; 15 jewels, +8; 15 jewels. fully ad- 
justed, #10; 17 jewels, adju ted, 814. In 3 ounce 
coin silver case, $ 0, $11 y 3 $15, $19. [n 4 
ounce, 81 extra. In 14 kt gold filled. open face, 
2' year case, $14, 815.50, B17, #19, $293 unting 
case, $8 extra. In 10 kt., 15 year case, eivher 
kind, #8 less. 
Ladies! Stze. . 
Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
caer, 7 jewels, #18; 11 jewels, $14.50; 15 jowels, 
au. ul kt, solid gold, hunting cases, $28. 
£0, 


THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non. 
catchable) haic pring, be utiful, double sun ., 
an ied dial, nickel, gol.1 damaacened finish, a 1- 
usted to heat and cold and positioas. L ates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfest time 
eeper. 
Gentlemen's Stze. 

Prices: In 8 ounce silveriae case, $19, 4 ounce 
coin silver. #25; gold tilled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $98. Hunting, 882; 10 kt., 15 year cases, 85 


less. 
3 La^tes! Stze. 

P.ices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $3), 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, go. 

All gold and filled «ases made bv best manufac- 
turers as Boss, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 
engine turn d, or artistically engraved. 

Goods shipped by express, charges prepatd. 
SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWBLBR. 


Send for price-lists. ROCHELLE. ILL. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


ward Ap: 
edy of the 
css Address, DR, R. p, FEL 
Sav where you saw thisadve. Vineland, N. J 


Ew- I wish to say that I am an out-and-ont 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the lan» 
will give me their pat : nage and not waste the 
time and money on Obristian doctors.—Dr.Fel- 
lows. 
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SOME SPIRIT WRITING. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER JULY 
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And this is the writing that was written, Mene, Mene. Tekel, Upharsin.—Dan. v, 25. 


Thomas Paine's Works. Deutfde Sreivenker-Hüder. 


TAGS NISUS AA RAN ON RR TE 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 25c,; 
6 copies for $1; cloth. 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL. 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(Lite. By J. E. Remsborg. 
zortrait. Pap.,t0c.; clo., 750. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS: vriten During Am. 

evolution aP., 40c.; ClO., 750. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp.; 


clo. $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


| LIFE OF. By ©. Blanchard. 
Pap ,400.; clo., with portrait, 60c. 
LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 


With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Franec, and England, 
and a Sketch by William Cobbett. 
The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 
LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 50c. 
LIFE OF. ByG. Vale. $1. 
LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 
POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood.10c 
POLITICAL WORKS: ‘‘Com- 


mon Sense,” '" Crisis,” “ Rights of 


Man” $1.50. 
RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. NX 40 c ; clo.. 750. 
TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100, 
THEOLOGICAL WORKS: ‘Age 
of Reason,” “ Examination of the 
Prophecies,” etc., with Life of 
Paine and steel portrait, $1.50. 
VINDICATION, Reply to N.Y. 
Observer, By & G. Ingersoll 100. 


CONWAY'S EDITION 
OF 


THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


[COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED 
By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of *' The Life of Thomas Paine,” ‘‘ Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” ete. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's * Life of 
Paine.” Price per Volume, $2.50. 


ET . : A m 

An edition.of one hundred and fifty numbered copies bound in half leather, gil 
tops, uniform with the limited editions of ‘‘The Writings of Washington," *' The 
Writings of Jefferson,” etc. Price, per volume, $4. _ 

_ For the general reader the $3 edition of Paine’: works is sufficient, as it contains all of his 
writings upon which bis fame substantially rests. Rut for those who desire to go deeper into the 
rubjeet of the man and polemic we can most unreservedly commend the “ Life of Paine” by Mr 
Conway, and this edition of Paine's works edited by him Itis the fullest that we are likely to have, 
and the student of history, and particularly the writer, should have it upon his shelves. 

The work will consist of four volumes, and wil! be arranged chronologically. The cause of 
America, as Paine said, made him an author, and the first volume will cover the period of the 
American Revolution, ‘beginning with the year 1774. It will therefore open with Paine’s anti- 
slavery essay,and his philosophical or moral essays, while editing the Pennsylvanta Magazine; 
tnese being fcliowed by the great revolutionary, political, and controversial pamphlets which made 
such a profound impression on the country. : i : 

The secona volume will consist mainty ot the '' Rights ofMan," and pamphlets relating to Eng- 
lish politics, but will also contain certain papers on French affairs. "e a : 

The third and fourth volumes will consist mainly of Paine’s religious writings: but will also 

ontain some essays relating to American affairs, written in his last years. At the close will be 
given Paine’s poems. . . j 

The first volume is now ready for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 
whole set wil) be taken and filled as the volumes appear, or the volumes can be purchased sepa- 
rately. Address THE TRUTH BE R CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Wir haben folgende Bücher in 
beutjdjer Sprache, weldje fehr berühmt find : 
,, Die Srethiimer Mofes,” 
Eine friti{che Beleuchtung des Pentateuch im 
Sicht der modernen Weltan- 
fhanung und Gefittung. 
von Col. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents, 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
deg 19. Jahrhunderts. 
pon Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 
‘Moderne Gitterdimmerung, ^ 
von Gol. N. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


p, Wunder nnd Wanderthater, ^ 
bon John Ped. Preig 20 Cents. 


,, Glaube und Derimit,^ 
oder LE BON SENS, 
des romifc-Patolifhen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem franzöfifhen überfebt von 
Fraulein Unna Knoop. 

501 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Bücher find in Papier-Umfhlag und 
flarem Druck. MUnfere dent{chen Lefer 
follten fte weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible, 


X e 


Moral, Theological, Historical, and Speculative | 


Propositions. 


PRCO, " = Žž > - - 15 cents 


AN OUTLINE OF THE 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 


Its Causes and Results. 
By W. S. BELL. Paper, 12mo, 25 cta. 


Paine Vindicate 


Reply to New York 7bserver. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
With “A ROMAN CATHOLIO CANARD.” 
Price, 15 cents. 


Holy Bible Abridged. 


The passages unfit for family reading. 
Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


JY ews of th 


LN 


GLADSTONE will retire from Parliament, 


Tue trensnry deficit for the fiscal year 
is $71,500,000. 


Rexiarous riots in Asia Minor against 
Greck Protestants, i 


Yane easily beat Harvard and Columbia 
in the &nnual boat race. 


PRESIDENT OLEVELAND has signed the 
hill making Labor Day a national holiday, 


Tan Good Government Clubs of New 
York favor Seth Low, president of Colum- 
bia college, for mayor of this city. 


PRENDERGAST, the acsassin of Carter 
Harrison, gets another short stay, pending 
the conclusion of the lunacy hearing. 


Tue state convention of the Arkansas 
Democrats demands free coinage of silver, 
James P. Clarke was nominated for goy- 
ernor. 


PENNSYLVANIA Democrats nominated 
William M. Singerly for governor. Mr. 
Singerly is the eđitor of the Philadelphia 
Record. 


. TuE Lexow committee, investigating the 
police force of this city, has adjourned for 
two months. It has so far found corrup- 
tion wherever it has looked. 


CARLISLE has rejected the second design 
for the World’s Fair medal presented by 
Mr. St. Gaudens and accepted one fur- 
nished by Charles E, Barber. JU 


“THERE is bad feeling of the most viru- 
lent kind between the lower classes of the 
French and Italian people, growing out of 
the murder of President Carnot. 


Jupcw Corr of the United States court 
at Boston refused to naturalize a Japanese, 
on the ground that that people are not 
“white persons" in the meaning of the 
Chinese eXclusion aot. 


Mrs. Frencu-Sanupon, the explorer, 
purposes to establish a colony on the east- 
ern coast of Africa. She says that 1t ıs not 
the intention to establish missions It will 
not **be a sectarian colony, but a free set- 
tlement." 


Tux Populists of the fifth distr ct of 
Texas hav nominated Rev. U. M. Brow- 
der for Congress, and Rev. Clement Evans 
is candidate for governor of Georgia. 
Fortunately they are not Catholic priests; 
if they were the A. P. A. would decapitate 
them. ' 


GaiusrePPE BANDI, editor and proprietor 
of Gazette Livornese, of Leghorn, Italy, 
was stabbed to death in his carriage. He 


‘was one of Garabaldi’s thousand herves of 


Marsala. He had cepposed the Anarchists 
with great vigor, and strongly condemned 
the murder of Carnot. 


Tux late President Carnot was entombed 
on Sunday last. Twomillion people linea 
the way to the Pantheon. President 
Casimir-Perier walked in the procession. 
He had received several letters threatening 
him with death if he did so. The floral 
display was magnificent beyond descrip- 
tion. 


In the House of Commons last week, 
Kier Hardie, labor member, protested 
against making a fuss over the birth of the 
son of the Duchess of York, declaring that 
babies were born every day. It shocked 
the sleepy members to be reminded that 
an heir to the British throne is only a baby 
after all. 


CASIMIR-PERTER was, on June 27th, 
elected president of the French republie, 
receiving 451 votes to 195 for Brisson, h's 
most formidable antagonist. There was 
much confusion in the chamber, the So- 
cialists demanding the abolition of the 
presidency. At a preliminary meeting of 
the Republican divisions violence was 
several times imminent and once actually 
broke out, a number of deputies being 
roughly handled by their associates. 


: Tug men employed in the car shops of 
the Pullman Company had some griev- 
ance against the company, and now the 
Railway Union, the Knights of Labor, 
and the other similar organizations, hav 
entered ou a sympathetic strike against 
Pullman. All roads running Pullman cars 
are on the blacklist, and railroad business: 
is practically at a standstill throughout: 
agreater part of the West. Mail trains. 
on the Illinois Central and Rock Island: 
roads hay been ditched, and now the: 
national government is taking a hand, A. 
sweeping injunction will be issued, andi 
thousands ot marshals are being sworn in 
for service in various sections. Some ar- 
rests hav been made. Central Labor 
Unions of Chicago and New York indorse 
the strikers. Powderly condemns the 
strike, which cen do no good. The street 
car men may join. 


E —— 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol.21. No.28. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.| New York, Saturday, July 14, 1894. {es LAFAYETTE PL. $3.00 Per Year. 


F SUPERSTITION—HISTORICAL OBJECT LESSON. 


A Missionary Scheme. 

Tax TaurR Szxxzr has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 
hav also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
more thousands of Trurs SxzEkrRS hay been scat- 
tered broadcast over the land. 

With the advent of hot weather the political 
bodies will soon adjourn, but the people of the 
country will remain in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
and, we want to devote a little attention to them. 

Probably no one book has made. more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food forthought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is & straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to seatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 


hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
TaurnH SxExzn, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this paper to 
send us ihe names and addresses of EIGHT of his 
Christian acquaintances and ONE DOLLAR, and we 
will mail each of them a copy of Paine’s “AGE OF 
REASON.” 

If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving: 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 


and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
to scatter the book among the people and hav it read, 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book, 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don't select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direction, 


i 


We can still supply THz Trura Szexer of June 
9th, containing the copyrighted addresses of Colonel 
Ingersoll, T. B. Wakeman, and Henry Rowley, and 
others delivered at the Paine Memorial celebra- 
tion at New Rochelle, May 30th. This is a finely 
illustrated number, and those who send for it at 
once will be the recipients of a charming souvenir. 
Seven cents per copy, five or more copies, five cents 
each. 


— 

A twelve-page protest against the Sunday bills 
offered in Congress by Kyle, Johnson, Gallinger, 
and Morse will be sent for five cents. Twenty-five 
copies, three cents each; one hundred copies, $2. 


Of all the tramps who liv on others’ labors, 
Beware of scamps who unetuously gabble 

Of wings and crowns and harps and howling neighbors 
In other worlds (in distant clouds of bliss 

Or somewhere else), and just that they may gobble, 
Sans work or cash, the best of things in this. 
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HOW TO GET 


PourHundred Years of Freethought. a — j 


^ pw SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. F 
The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for | : | | : 


tne Moct Magnificent Work Ever Published. by the Freethought Press. 


the last Eour Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. 


It wil reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political SPECIAL OFFER, 
Movement. P E V Se Dd EUR 

It wil show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what | .We have made arrangements with 
hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. : i Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 


to make our friends a most generous 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages | offer. ; 
of Human Hist ory We need more subscribers to Tar 
K Trora. SEEKER, and every Freethinker 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- a A eae ae 


i i i i 'eedom's most shining advance. É 
tions and Discoveries and enuobled with Free pos 8 ` : for it, but everyone can do a little 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, work to obtain a copy — congenial 


more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and | work, that will do great good all 
Progress. The struggle is not ended aud what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- | around. This is the offer: Dag 


lance is the price-of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Léssons for the Future. S 
end us Four New 
} Y TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. : 
NO LEHR CANA rae Yearly Subscribers at 


It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men regular rates ($12 in 


zn One Harmenieus and Magnific nt Whole, f : alb, and we will send 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of | the Getter-up of the 


from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a HUNDRED YEARS OF 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. FREETHOUGH T, 
THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America | FREE OF CHARGES, 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, w 
will offer : 


Philo., ; ol . |Edueation and Literature, l Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 

a a as "E thies. ! : ! i P To the New Subscribers as a 
runo. Copernicus. Boceaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 

Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rebels Bohiller: Bonnen. Deed s Mary Molletonerats Premium, 

Descartes, | Kepler. Comenius. ervantes. ethe. reno on. Bradlaugh. arrie artineau. . ; 

Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. USING. QOO Pand, prenon Revo- Gaon e Wright. post free, a copy in, boards of 

Hume. Newton. Froebel. akspere. George Eliot. | > lution. illips. ucretia Mott. ; 

Hobbs. Humboldt. | Gombe. Gibbon. ^ Vietor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. Old Testament Stories 

Kant. Lyell. pencer. urns. merson. erson. Sumner. ydia Maria Child. Jj 

Hamilton. Darwin. Owen " Bholley-. Heine: Mea Tineo Miia Paubre Comically Ml ustrated 

Comte. Tyndall. olyoake. yron. oreau. entham. ` akounine. izabe ady Stanton. 

Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B, Anthony. By: WATSON HESTON, 

Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. MatildaJoslyn Gage. THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITs KIND : EVER 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. CONCEIVED 


Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


. W, 8. BELL’S x 
in everv domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. h 
The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal ee A iced 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- With these Splen orks as pre- 
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SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not z regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: : 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 

For $5 we will send Taz Terura Srzxer one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. l ' 


For $5 we will send Tar TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World's: Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we wil send Taz Teruras Szzxer one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's * Dynamic The- 
` ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.60 we will send Tux Traura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue Terura SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Taura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is à splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


Ministers in the Army and Navy. 

Why should the United States government pay 
$50,000 or more each year for the services of chap- 
lains in the army? What legitimate claim hav they, 
as clergymen, upon the treasury? Is it any part of 
the duty of a civil government to buy prayers for 
its employees? Is the official support of chaplains 


by any possibility reconcilable with the theory of. 


the total separation of church and state? Does not 
state payment of chaplains form one strand in the 
many-fold cord which binds together the two? 

Rene Bache, a well-known syndicate newspaper 
writer, has lately given the reading public some 
statistical and other information about this great 
abuse. Stationed at posts.in various parts of the 
country are thirty-four clergymen on the pay-rolls 
of the nation. Four of these are regimental chap- 
lains attached to the four regiments of negro 
troops. One of these four is a white man. The 
pay of a chaplain when first commissioned is $1,350 
per year, and ten per cent is added for each five 
years of service. His rank is always that of a cap- 
tain. When retired, he receives three-fourths pay. 
No age limit restricts the appointment of chaplains. 
Aman may be appointed when sixty-three years 
and eleven months old, and retire a month later 
with the rank and pay of a captain. A chaplain 
has a much softer berth than a line officer, as he 
does not hav to wait for years for slow promotion 
from the lowest commissioned grade. He is enti- 
tled to good quarters at government expense. He 
may hav five rooms. 
` There is eager competition for these places. 
Clergymen in large numbers are always anxious to 
be appointed, some of them giving up rich parishes 
in order to accept. Favor alone governs in making 
appointments. No attention is paid to the religious 
preferences of the officers and men. Of the chap- 
lains now in commission in the army seven are 
Baptists, nine are Episcopalians, eleven are Meth- 
odists, two are Presbyterians, one each is a Chris- 
tian, Lutheran, and Congregationalist, and two are 
Catholics. 

The chaplain attends to the religious duties at 
the post and also makes a record of all baptisms, 
marriages, and deaths at which he officiates. He 
oversees the instruction of the enlisted men and of 
children. Suppose a man is appointed at the age 
of twenty-five; if he remains in the service until he 
reaches the retiring age, he will be drawing $2,295 
per year at that time, and will thereafter receive 
until his death $1,721.25 each year. 

As in the army, so in the navy, the position of 
the chaplain is a sinecure, is also held for life, but 
is a much better financial investment. For the first 
five years the navy chaplain gets $2,500 per year 
when on ship duty, $2,000 on shore duty, and 
$1,900 when on leave. After five years the pay is 
$2,800 when at sea, $2,300 on shore duty, and 
$1,900 on leave. After retirement, he receives 
three-fourths of the sea pay of $2,800 per year. 
At the present time twenty followers of the “ peace- 
ful” Nazarene hold these very desirable places. 
The four oldest in the service hav relativ rank as 
captains, the next seven are ranked as commanders, 
the next seven as lieutenant-commanders or lieu- 
tenants, and the others are without rank. There 
is an age limit for appointments of chaplains in the 
navy—thirty-five years. 

The naval chaplain’s duties are very light, and 
when on shore duty often nothing. On board ship 
he conducts such religious services as the captain 
orders. He may form Sunday-school classes, with 
the captain’s permission. He must not intrude his 
religious instruction where it is not desired, but 
can do all the private missionary work he pleases. 


is not yet a secular, republic. 


He must visit the sick frequently. He is a teacher, 
also, when the sailors desire it. 

There can be no question that the appointment 
of ministers only as chaplains is unconstitutional. 
Section 3 of Article VI. declares that “No relig- 
ious test shall be required as a qualification to any 
office of public trust under the United States.” As 
only ministers in good standing in some denomina- 
tion ean be appointed to chaplaincies, it is per- - 
fectly clear that every chaplain in the army and 
navy is illegally in office. He is there because a 
test which the Constitution forbids has been im- 
posed upon all candidates. This crux is fatal to 
all aspirants save clergymen. 

. There has been some improvement as regards 
religious services during the last thirty-five years. 
In the days before the war it was not unusual for 
commanders of forts to compel non-church-attend- 
ing soldiers to listen for an hour or more every 
Sunday to the reading of the regulations and arti- 
cles of war. This was meant as a punishment and 
has been abandoned. Admiral Godon had a habit 
of forcing sailors who did not attend religious ex- 
ercises to toe a plank for a specified time. The 
next step forward should be the abolition of all 
chaplaincies, as the Liberal League demanded from 
the first moment of its organization. It should 
need no argument to convince any fair-minded and 
intelligent person that the government has no right 
whatever to appropriate public money for the incul- 
cation of religious dogmas in the army and navy, 
in Congress or elsewhere. The whole thing is a 
survival from the days when church and state were ` 
united. Away with the abomination! 


Still Maundering of “ Divine Rule." 

Commenting upon the assassination of President 
Carnot, the Christian Reformer pitches savagely 
into its “dearest foe,” secular government. Here 
is a sample paragraph: 

** We hav no hesitation in saying that the chief cause 
of Anarchy is secularism in civil government. The 
nations of the earth set up governments but not by God. 
They establish laws and ordinances regardless of, and 
sometimes in opposition to, the divine law. Civil govern- 
ments do not appeal to the consciences of their citizens, 
and call upon them to obey the law in the name of God. 
Even laws that are good are enforced, not because they 
are the voice of God, but solely because they are the 
will of the people. There is no partnership between God 
and civil government to-day, and, a8 a consequence, we 
hav reared & generation who fear neither God nor gov- 
ernment.” i 

Is it true that there is no union of the religious 
and civilin government to-day? The president of 
France was assassinated, and France officially pays 
annually avast sum for the support of religion. 
There are Many Freethinkers in France, but France 
The “partnership 
between God and civil government” remains, for 
* God” can form a partnership with government at 
second-hand only, the priests being his proxies. 
Alexander of Russia died by the bomb of the assas- 
sin, and in Russia church and state are one. The 
partnership aforesaid is complete. What the CAris- 
tian Reformer means is, of course, perfectly clear. 
It means that there is no avowed partnership 
between the Covenanters and civil government. 
Partnership with Catholic or Greek Christians or 
non-Presbyterian Protestants is no defense against 
the lightnings of divine wrath. Of course there 
were No riots, no assassinations of rulers, no revo- 
lutions in the ages of faith when all believed that 
kings, as kings, received their credentials directly 
from the bureau of God’s prime minister, signed by 
the hand of the Supreme. The Reformer is under 
the necessity of ignoring all history and all current 
events but such as by the most strained and fanci- 
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against it. There is no need for such a statute. | But as it has not, it should take its hands off and 
Congress has no business with this matter. Other giv all instructors the fullest opportunity.to teach 
agencies are amply competent to do all that needs | and uplift the masses. To punish anyone for giy- 
to be done in the premises. We hav already had | ing the information necessary to: enable women to 
altogether too much meddling with private affairs. | forego the production of children they hav. reason 
That word “indecent ” givs the whole scheme away. | to believe would not be desired or which would lack : 
It is intended to take in all literature and art which | the necessary mental, physical, and moral vigor is a 
may be offensiv to Christians. Who can doubt that | crime against the race than which there can be none 
many juries would pronoance Tux Trura Szxxzr | greater. The Vilas bill would inflict such punish- 
cartoons “indecent”? And we well know the re-| ment. Kill it. | 
ception accorded by ignorant officials and jurors to 
works on physiology which are perfectly serious 
and pure, and educativ in the most helpful sense. 
Some of the best of books hav been attacked under 
similar laws. It is notorious that the people who 
interest themselvs in the enactment and enforce- 
ment of these laws are wholly incompetent as judges 
of literature, art, physiology, or morals. They are 
medieval, narrow, bigoted, intolerant anti-natural- 
ists. Their ideas are archaic. They see indecency 
in everything that is new to them or opposed to 
the primitiv deJusions they cherish. How lop-sided 
they are is shown by the fact that, while they are 
eager to suppress the world’s greatest * profane" 
classics, and hate physiology and heresy with a 
bitter, unreasoning hatred, they base all their the- 
ories upon a book which contains an immense 
amount of what, should they find it in any other 
volume, they would call “indecency " and **obscen- 
ity,” and they glory in the fact that millions of 
copies of this Bible are every year sent to all parts 
of the world by mail and express and as freight. 
Are they dishonest or merely ignorant? In either 
case, should we help them write their antediluvian 
notions in the statute books of the nation that bet- 
ter, more intelligent men and women may be 
robbed and tortured and * the movement in favor 
of ignorance" spread like a blight over the whole 
land ? 

The penalties atiachad to these contemptible 
statutes are out of all proportion to the offense, 
when a real offense is committed. Many crimes of 
violence, and betrayals of trust, are punished far 
more lightly: A man who wrecks a bank and 
plunges hundreds or thousands of families into 
ruin gets off with a few years of imprisonment and 
pays back not a cent to those whose confidence he 
has foully betrayed and whose future he has filled 
with doubt, despair, and want. This Vilas bill is 
infamous from every point of view. l 


ful interpretation can be forced to adorn its lugu- 
brious tale. 

The theocratic organ makes all it can of the fact 
that Carnot was murdered on Sunday while on his 
way to the theater, after attending a banquet in his 
honor. He had also gone to Lyons to visit an ex- 
position which was open on Sunday. Could any- 
thing be plainer? And no doubt Lincoln was 

. killed by God, through the instrumentality of 
Booth, because he had ventured into a theater. 
He was slaughtered in the act, on the scene of his 
horrible crime! The Christian Reformer sticks 
remorselessly to its text, concluding its jeremiad in 
these words: 


Our Missionary Offer. 

We are glad that our readers are so enthusiasti- 
cally taking hold to help us put the “Age of Rea- 
son” into the hands of orthodox people. The re- 
sponses to our great offer in last week’s paper are. 
already very gratifying and encouraging. The 
first to get his answer to our desk is E. S. Todd, 
of Marion, Connecticut, who sends his dollar and 
the eight addresses. Next comes our earnest young : 
worker, Llewellyn D. Crine, of this city. Here is 
an excerpt from the letter which brought his two 
dollars for sixteen “ Age of Reasons”: 

** The proposition of Tan TRUTH SEBKER to distribute 
the ‘Age of Reason’ ranks among the most practical 
working ideas of that paper, and merits to meet with 
hearty response. Some Freethinker who has been out of 
darkness for forty years and achieved business success 
ought to contribute $1,000 to assist in carrying out Tun 
TRUTH SxEkER'S plan. The contributions to the church 
nowadays are either in the form of coppers or of $10,000 
checks. There ought to be one prosperous Infidel in 
America willing to contribute $1,000 to encourage and 
assist this paper in prosecuting its noble undertakings. 
It is worth millions of dollars annually to business to hav 
the people educated to recognize a philosophical faot 
when they see it, and when the business men of the coun- 
try understand that Infidelity means absolute truth, 
peace, and commercial prosperity, then there will be 
plenty of successful business men to contribute freely to 
the support of such a mental emancipator as THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. We want this to be a common sense land and 
not a Christian land.” : 

These wil be sufficient this time to show the 
Freethinkers of the country the spirit in which our 
offer is received. See the proposition on front 
page. We meet so many people who say, “‘The 
Age of Reason’? Yes, that's what started me.” 
We can easily multiply these by ten in the next five 
years if we all take hold and pull together. Giv 
Paine’s great masterpiece of theological criticism a 
boom. It will always defend and justify itself and 
our praises of it. Why cannot every reading Chris- 
tian in your neighborhood hav a copy? 


** Ts there not & close connection between such an open 
disregard of the law of the Sabbath, such a public insult 
to the government of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
development of the spirit of Anarchy? If civil govern- 
ment refuses to acknowledge divine authority and law, if 
civil magistrates publicly trample upon divine commands, . 
we may expect to produce a race of Anarchists who fear 
neither divine nor human government. What, then, is the 
remedy? Banish the whole secular idea from political 
life. Let religion hav its proper place in the public 
schools, and in all national institutions. Let laws be 
enacted and enforced avowedly in the name and by the 
authority of Almighty God and the mediatorial ruler, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let the constitutions of civil gov- 
ernment be framed in accordance with the revealed prin- 
ciples of government. Then and only then will the 
nations be free from the danger of Anarchy and experi- 
ence the blessedness of the nation whose God is the 
Lord.” 

There you hav the program of the theocrats 
without the slightest attempt to qualify their de- 
mands. Church and state are to be one and that 
one the church. This scheme enables them to say 
with apparent respect for the truth that they are 
opposed to the union of state and church. They 
are. It is not union of two equal powers that they 
wish, but the fusing of them into an indivisible one- 
ness, the state being absorbed by and into the 

church and the resulting theocracy taking the place 
of both the secular civil state and of the churches, 
the latter hitherto depending largely upon their 
own resources, but hereafter to be sustained by the 
political arm of the new amalgamated: church. 


Another Drag-Net Law to Fight. 


On May 29th Senator Vilas, of Wisconsin, intro- 
duced (by request) the following bill, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads: 


“A bill to prevent the carrying of obscene literature and 
articles designed for indecent and immoral use from one 
state or territory into another state or territory. 

**Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tivs of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That it shall be unlawful for any person to deposit 
with any express company or other common carrier for 
carriage from one state or territory of the United States 
or the District of Columbia to any other state or territory 
of the United States or the District of Columbia any 
obscene, lewd, or lascivious book, pamphlet, picture, pa- 
per, letter, writing, print, or other matter of an indecent 
character, or any article or thing designed or intended 
for the prevention of conception or procuring of abor- 
tion, or any article or thing intended or adapted for any 
indecent or immoral use, or any written or printed card, 
letter, circular, book, pamphlet, advertisment, or notice 
of any kind giving information, directly or indirectly, 
where, how, or of whom, or by what means any of the 
hereinbefore mentioned articles, matters, or things may 
be obtained or made, and any person who shall know- 
ingly deposit, or cause to be deposited, with any express 
company or other common carrier for carriage from one 
state or territory of the United States or the District of 
Columbia to any other state or territory of the United 
States or the District of Columbia, or who shall take from 
such express company or other common carrier with in- 
tent to sell, distribute, or circulate any matter or thing 
herein forbidden to be deposited for carriage, shall for 
each offense, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more 
than five thousand dollars or imprisoned at hard labor 
not more than five years, or both, at the discretion of the 
court.” 


The Letter-Writing Corps has now an- opportu-’ 
nity to do some more timely work. It is stated 
that this bill has already passed the Senate and 
hence the point to be attacked is the House of 
Representative. Write to your own Representativ 
at once. Thereis no time tolose. Not only should 
the regular writers of the Corps protest against 
this dangerous measure, but all our readers should 
appeal to their Representativs to work and vote 


How far we are behind England and her colonies 
is shown by our hypocritical statutes intended to 
prevent the sensible limitation of population. In 
England and Australasia all such books and works 
are openly advertised and sold. They are trans- 
mitted by all the carriers of a civilized society. The 
man who drafted this bill, the Senator who intro- 
duced it, and those who voted for it, know very 
well that in most of the intelligent families in this 
country to-day some contraceptic device is resorted 
to to prevent an undue increase of the number of 
children. There can be no doubt that men who 
voted jor the Vilas bill hav used their knowlege of 
physiology to limit the number of their own off- 
spring. And yet they would send & physician to 
prison for five years and break up his business for 
giving some other husband or some wife the informa- 
tion or means which they gladly obtained from some 
doctor, publisher, or manufacturer, and freely used. 
These law-makers know or should know that foeticide 
is the child of just such repressiv statutes as this 
now pending in Congress. The choice lies between 
prevention of conception and abortion, practically, 
all theories to the contrary notwithstanding. The 
classes who more that all others fill our foundljng 
asylums, orphanages, poor houses, and prisons to 
overflowing are the classes who recklessly obey the 
Biblical command to “increase and multiply.” 
They hav not sense enough to prevent the advent 
of children they can neither feed, clothe, educate, 
nor endow with physical and moral health. It is 
time the truth were told. If the government had 
properly anything to do with this business it should 
send teachers fully equipped with knowledge and 
the means for applying that knowledge among the 
people, instructing them in the science and art of 
bringing “fewer and better babies” into the world. 


Is the Bible Obscene? 

J. B. Wise, of Clay Center, Kansas, was, when' 
last heard from (Monday of this week), in the jail 
at Leavenworth, where he was held as a United 
States prisoner for lack of a bondsman who could 
‘qualify in the sum of $300. Mr. Wise was indicted 
by a federal grand jury for having sent through 
the mails to a preacher, with whom he had been 
carrying on an epistolary discussion on religious 
subjects, a postal card on which was written a ver- 
batim quotation of a verse from the Bible. The 
preacher, Rev. Mr. Vennum, of Industry, Kansas, 
was a coward to set upon an old man, a cripple, the 
sleuth-hounds and bulldogs of the national gov- 
ernment because that cripple had called his atten- 
tion to a passage in his (Vennum's) paper and ink 
fetich. We do not at this moment recall a meaner 
performance in all the annals of roguery. 

If the national government is going io prevent 
the circulation of obscene and indecent literature, 
it must be fair and impartial in the enforcement of 
the law. If the Bible is obscene and indecent, then 
it should be denied the right of circulation, if any 
publication is. If the Bible is not obscene and in- 
decent, then no publication is properly within the 
purview of existing and contemplated legislation. 

In a private note J. E. Remsburg writes: 

**T am in receipt of a letter from your correspondent 
and agent, J. B. Wise. Heis now in jail at Leavenworth, 
Kan. He had a controversy with a puny bigot, Rev. H. 
B. Vennum, of Industry, Kan. In one of his letters to 
Vennum Mr Wise quoted a passage from the Bible for 
which Vennum has had him arrested on the charge of 
sending obscene matter through the mails. A United 


States court will either hav to acquit Mr. Wise or declare 
the Bible obscene. Mr. Wise is a fearless Liberal, an 
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honest, worthy man, carries an armless sleeve, and de- 
serves the moral and financial support of every Liberal 


in the land.” 


Mr. Wise must hav a prompt and fair trial. We 
must know just what position a man occupies un- 
der the obscenity statute who mails the Bible or 
extracts therefrom. . The time and opportunity hav 
come to hav this matter thoroughly tested. As 


the first step, Mr. Wise is to be released from jail. 


Bail must be furnished. “Drs. E. B. Foote, Sr. and 
Jr., and the Editor of Taz Trors Serres hav writ- 


ten to John E. Remsburg to ‘bail out Mr. Wise, 
they guaranteeing Mr. Remsburg against any pos- 
sible loss. An attorney has been retained and all 
the powers of the Defense Association and of Tur 


Truru Srzzxz& will be exerted in behalf of the vet- 


eran Freethinker who has dared to send through 
the mails to one of its accredited expounders a pas- 
sage from God's infallible word. Rev. Mr. Vennum 
has, by causing the arrest of J. B. Wise, charged 
the Bible with being obscene. If the courts agree 
with him we do not see how honest Christians, who 


sincerely believe in the suppression of obscene lit- 


erature and hold the decisions of law tribunals to 


can longer consent to the publication, eireulation 
and use in homes, schools, and churches of the un- 
expurgated edition of the scriptures. It is our 
laudable desire to induce Christians to frankly face 
this issue. - 


The township committees of several New Jersey 
villages are bidding for notoriety by the issuance 
of ukases against Sunday work and sport. In Mil- 
burn one Donata Russo, a fruit dealer, was arrested 
four times in one day for disregarding the edict of 
the rural ezars. It will readily be admitted by all 
except men and women of good sense that it is a 


horrible crime to exchange apples, bananas, cherries, 


and other fruits for small coins. That is, it is a 
` crime on Sunday; on other days it is a meritorious 

act. The cause of the difference always readily 

suggests itself to the self-interest of the priest. 


a 
Among the many peculiar “dispensations of di- 


vine providence” which hav lately arrested the. 


attention of thoughtful people and some Christians 
was the drowning of sixteen-year-old Gardner 
Wright at Ashury Park, New Jersey. In his pocket 
was found a Testament, which he read morning and 
evening, and his younger brother, who was with 
him when he met his sad death, said that the un- 
fortunate but pious boy had read in it a few min- 
utes before he went in bathing. We do not under- 
stand this. Had he been a wicked lad, who went 
swimming on Sunday, me whole matter would be 
perfectly plain. 


Mrs. Amanda Murray, wife of our able and activ 
co-worker, Mr. B. C. Murray, editor of-the Sunday 
Gazetteer, Denison, Texas, has laid down the bur- 
dens and surrendered the joys of life, yielding to 
the silent but resistless attacks of consumption. 
Mrs. Murray was a woman of intelligence, wide and 
deep sympathies, great love for children, and she 
took intense delight in the observation and study 
of nature. She was in hearty agreement with Mr. 
Murray in his work for freedom and justice. May 
his philosophy of life sustain him in the hours of 
loss and grief and loneliness that are now his. Sep- 
aration and deprivation sooner or later come to us 
all. We are in the universe, and it is vain to hope 
to eacape its processes. We are born, we endure, 
we love, we work, we sleep. Before us, with us, 
after us, others. Life and. death play ceaseless 
shuttles and together weave an endless web of ex- 
istence. 


Set as Se E ee 
. The Voice has just been made happy. It found 
this in an exchange and greedily quoted it: 


“Did you ever see s counterfeit bank-note?’ ‘Yes,’ 
“Why was it counterfeited?’ ‘Because the genuin note 
was worth counterfeiting.’ ‘Did you ever see a scrap of 
brown paper counterfeited?’ ‘No.’ ‘Why not? ‘Be. 
cause it was not worth counterfeiting.’ ‘Did you ever 
see a counterfeit Christian? ‘Yes.2 ‘Why was he 
counterfeited?’ ‘Because he was worth counterfeiting. 
* Was he to blame for the counterfeit?’ ‘Of course not.’ 
‘Did you ever see a counterfeit Infidel?’ ‘ Why, no.’ 
* Why not?” 


s Why do men pretend to be Christians?” “Be 


the deception.” 
make. these false pretenses ?” 


in a Mohammedan country, for instance?” 
* What would they pretend to be there?” 


hammedans, of course.” ‘Then we are to infer, 


doubtless, that Mohammedanism is worth counter- 
* N— ye—well, er— er—I, er— I never 
looked at the argument quite in that way before.” 


feiting ?” 
* So we thought.” 


REED NUNC UP 

These are parlous times for the Liberal mission- 
ary There is no surety that he can meet his en- 
gagements, and if he does he runs the risk of seeing 
a good portion of his audience trail out if he tells 
fundamental truths, as he must. Then he has to 
buffet the dead waters of indifference in many 
places. It is a fact that there are tens of thousands 


of men who, in an indefinit, inchoate way are Free- 


thinkers, who cannot be induced to inform them- 
selvs as to the situation and the dangers that 
threaten and assail. They do not know anything 
about our lecturers and the encroachments of the 
church party. In fact, they are not in touch with 
the times. And all this ignorance is due to the 
fact that they do not read the Freethought papers. 
Mr. Putnam this week lets in the light upon some 
of these dark corners and phases. See “ Notes and 
News.” Cheer him up by sending $6.50 for Tux 
Trote Szzxer and “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” or $5 for the book alone. There is still 
time to get in your name. Read over the prospectus 
again and see if you can afford to miss the book. 
Here are the names of subscribers. received since 
last week: l 


England.—W. H. Lawrence. 

. Jowa.—Alexander Walker. 
Kansas. —M. A. Weckerly, A. T. "Woodru£f. 
Maryland.—John M. Groh. 
Montana.—A. M. Stevens. / 
Nebraska.—Hiram L. Boyes 
New York.—J. W. Olmdtosd, Nelson L. Pidgeon. 
Vermont.—A. A. Orcutt. 
Washington. —Oscar Redfield. 


aa apse eee NA 

The question of the taxation of church property 
should be kept before the New York Constitutional 
Convention in every possible way. We cannot 
afford to let this opportunity to establish equity in 
taxation be fruitless through the neglect of our 
share of the work. The New York section of the 
Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will, as usual, 
write to members of the committees likely to con- 
sider this subject. Write each week to those not 
previously addressed by you. Here is a full list of 
the committeemen: 

Mr. Milo’ M. Acker, of Hornellsville; Commodore 


P. Vedder, Ellicottville; I. S. Johnson, Warsaw; Owen 


Cassidy, Havana; A. B. Steele, Herkimer; S. B. Jacobs, 
Brooklyn; O. A. Fuiler, Wellsville: F. B. F. Tibbetts, 
Ithaca; C. R. Pratt, Elmira; A. L. Kellogg, Oneonta; 
William P. Goodelle, Syracuse; John A. Barhite, 
Rochester; D. Gerry Wellington, Hamilton; B. 8. Dean, 
Jamestown; Charles H. Moore, Plattsburg; W. J. Mon- 
tayne, Cortland; M. L. Parker, Lyndonville; J. M. May- 
bee, Livingston M.; W. J. Roche, John H. Peck, Troy; 
Peter A. Rogers, West Troy; E. A. Brown, Dolgeville; 
W. M. Mullen, Stapleton; Wm. Kimmey, D. P. Kerwin, 


John T. McDonough, Albany; F. W. Holls, Yonkers; 
E. R. Brown, Watertown; H. R. Durfee, Palmyra; M. 


H. Hirschberg, Newburg; J. E. McIntyre, Potsdam; 
H. W. Hill Buffalo; Frederick Fraser, Salen; G. R. 
Cornwell, Penn Yan; J. W. Riggs, H. A, Powell, Mira- 
beau L. Towns, Brooklyn; A. H. Peabody, New Leb- 
anon; C. L. Phipps, East Rockaway; C. W. H. Arnold, 
Staateburg; C. B. McLaughlin, Port Henry; L. M. 
Mauley, Long Island City; G. L. Danforth, Middleburg; 
F. T. Fitzgerald, W. MoM. Speer, Nelson Smith, W. P. 
Burr, M. J. Mulqueen, J. W. McLaughlin, 8. 8. Blake, 
E. Lauterbach, L. A. Giegerich, Elliot Sandford, C. 8. 
Truax, Robert E. Deyo, H. W. Platzek, Francis Forbes, 
Eugene Durnin, Thomas Gilleran, A, C. Hottenrorth, 
New York.” 


The case of C. C. Moore, editor of the Blue Grass 
Blade, who was indicted for “blasphemy” and 


“nuisance,” as Tue Terors Srrzxzs informed its 


readers at the time, came up on demurrer in the 
circuit court at Lexington, Kentucky, on July 2d. 


Nearly the whole session of the court that after- 
noon was consumed in the argument of a general 
demurrer, Bronson & Allen appearing for the com- 


cause they expect to derive some advantage from 
“Under what conditions do they 
* When the popular 
sentiment of the assemblage, the neighborhood, or 
the field of their politieal ambition is Ohristian." 
* Would they pretend to be Christians where there 
was nothing to be gained by the false profession, 
“No.” 
« Mo- 
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monwealth and Judges Denny and Morton for Mr. 
Moore. At the conclusion of the argument Judge 
Parker took the matter under advisement and it 
will probably be several days before his decision is 
handed down. Rev. E. L. Southgate, the prosecut- 
ing witness, said to a reporter of the Lexington 
Transcript: 

“I hav no idea what Judge Parker’s decision will be, 
but I know that he will do what he thinks is proper and 
according to the law. I don't want to see Charlie Moore 
go to jail or hay to spend any money on this thing, but I 
do want to see that paper suppressed, because it is a nui- 
sance of the veriest nature.” i 

Mr. Southgate is very shortsighted, a weakness 
which is common to the supervisors and suppress- 
ors of literature. There can be no doubt that he 
is the best advertising agent and canvasser that 
C. C. Moore hasinhisemploy. Thousands who had 
never before even heard of the Blue Grass Blade 
hav been made acquainted with it during the past 
three months, and all through the offensiv bigotry 
and pernicious activity of Rev. Mr. Southgate. All 
American citizens are vitally interested—although 
but few of them realize the fact—in the maintenance 
of the freedom of the press, and they would be 
distinct losers should this Kentucky minister suc- 
ceed in his crusade against the Blade, and this 
solely because the guarantees of free speech would 
be weakened by such a victory for the reactionist. 
We sincerely hope that, whatever the decision of 
Judge Parker, Rev. Mr. Southgate will quit this 
foolish business of advertising solicitor for Mr. 
Moore. He has made some very serious mistakes. 


Charles C. Moore is free, Judge Parker sustain- 
ing his general demurrer to the indictment. No 
other outcome seemed possible under the Kentucky 
constitution. It is a substantial victory over big- 
otry, and we hope that the paper selected for sup- 
pression will hereafter justify the wisdom of the 
framers of the Kentucky law. The attorneys for 
the state gave notice of appeal, which was granted. 


Our Covenanter and Catholic friends seem to be 
in substantial agreement as to the cause which led 
to the murder of President Carnot. We hav already 
quoted some of the utterances of the Christian 
Reformer anent the matter, and now we find this in 


the Catholic Review: 


** The trouble begins when the poor and the unfortu- 
nate hav lost their belief in God. To them the ‘compact,’ 
and all the restraints of law and inequality of circum- 
stances that rest upon it, are but an odious tyranny. In 
other words, the growth and spread of Anarchistic ideas 
are but the logical outcome of the denial of God, and of 
the duty of allegiance to established government as hav- 
ing the sanction of God.” 


There can be no doubt that implicit belief in 
* providence ” is the most potent factor in reconcil- 
ing the millions to their hard conditions and in 
maintaining despotic governments. But the lines 
of impulse, purpose, and achievement cross and re- 
cross until they are inextricably entangled and 
until the spirit of revenge, born of centuries of 
superstition, ignorance, and suppression, arms the 
hands of fanatics, both within and without the pale 

of religion, and all alike uninformed as to the true 
methods of progress, with dagger and bomb and 
torch, and mad deeds are done which retard im- 
measurably the march of the people. Yet, deplor- 
able as is this theoretical and practical survival of 
belief in violence as a remedy for bad social condi- 
tions, it has not produced anything which, for 
bloodiness, cruelty, and deathliness, can for a mo- , 
ment be compared with the awful evils which cursed 
poor, blind humanity in the fearful ages when ab- 
ject belief in God and the divinity of government 
made of the Christian countries vast slaughter 
houses and torture chambers. Science and Atheism 
hav won something for the race, so much, indeed, 
that he must be either hopelessly stupid or aflame 
with the lust of cruel ambition, who would prefer 
to hav lived in the “ages of faith” rather than in 
this era of partial enlightenment and semi-liberation 
from the gyves of priest and politician. The world 
has had greatly more than enough of government 
by God, and the Covenanter and Catholic are idly 
dreaming, we hope, if they imagin that it will 
tamely put its neck once more under the white-hot 
yoke of eoslesiasticiam. 


438 


Stephen Girard. 


BY J. C. HANNON. 


[An address delivered before the Friendship Liberal 


League, Philadelphia, May 20, 1894. | 


There is no name more frequently spoken in this 


city of Philadelphia than that of Girard. When we 


speak of Girard avenue or allude to the Girard 
estate we associate those terms with that peculiar 
and eccentric genius whose outer person, clothed 
in a rough and rugged exterior, concealed a noble 
He was not distinguished for 
his personal beauty, and would cut a very indiffer- 
ent figure among Ward McAllister’s Four Hundred, 
but in the growth of the city, the development of 
the state and nation and the commercial intercourse 
of the world, Stephen Girard has erected an endur- 
ing monument to his own industry, patriotism, and 


and generous soul. 


enterprise. Hislife has become an essential part of 


American history, and his name must shine in the 


firmament of American achievement while one stone 
of Girard College rests upon another. We can 
best discharge our obligation to him to-day by call- 
ing public attention to the fact that his will has 
been perverted by Jesuitical conspirators who, in 
defiance of the letter and spirit of his bequest, hav 
quietly appropriated his college and his bounty and 
prostituted them to the purposes of priestcraft, at 
the same time raising the silly and stupid cry of 
« What hav Infidels done for the world—what char- 
ity hav they fostered, what college hav they raised?” 
These questions are amusing by reason of their in- 
solenee, and saddening because of the reflection 
that Girard’s magnificent college, established with- 
out priest or creed, is now a recognized theological 
institution, having a splendid church edifice sur- 
mounted by a cross, and being used for the very 
purpose he endeavored to avoid—namely, for the 
inculcation of religious tenets and the performance 
of religious ceremonies. 

That this offense was long premeditated is con- 
clusivly shown in the argument of Daniel Webster 
before the Supreme Court of the United States 
some fifty years ago. Listen to the great expounder 
of the Constitution! ‘As there can be no Sabbath 
observance in this college, I deny it to be a charity, 
for all charity is founded on the Christian religion. 
As this plan of education tends to weaken men’s 
reverence, it leads to mischievous, not to useful, 
ends. If Mr. Girard had given years of study to a 
plan by which he could dispose of his vast wealth 
so that no good could arise to the general cause of 
learning, no good to the cause of charity, no good 
to human society in the present and future, and 
which should be productiv of protracted struggles 
in the popular councils of a great city, he could not 
hav more effectually accomplished his purpose. 
This Will is unblessed by God and despised by 
men; immoral in its intent and purpose, unwise in 
all its frame and theory. I therefore predict it will 
lead a short, annoyed, and troubled life, and leave 
an unblessed memory when it dies.” This is the 
only instance in which Daniel Webster (whose own 
private views were liberal) ever betrayed his genius 
to an unholy cause and reaped the harvest of re- 
morse, shame, and regret. But his efforts produced 
an effect the opposit of his intentions, and Girard 
College was established among the permanent land- 
marks of Philadelphia. The buzzards of supersti- 
tion, however, were not dismayed by their defeat, 
and prepared to thwart Girard’s benevolent design 
by & masterpiece of Jesuitical strategy. This is 
effected by the appointment for life of directors 
whose views are of a pronounced evangelical type, 
ignoring Quakers, Unitarians, Hebrews, Universal- 
ists, and Freethinkers. Since Constantine, in the 
fourth century, projected his pernicious scheme, it 
has been the habit of priests to grab everything in 
sight. Nothing was too great or too small, nothing 
too hot or too cold, sacred or profane, to be utilized 
in the propagation of the church’s dogmas and per- 
petuate her scheme of territorial aggrandizement; 
hence it is only natural that this propensity finds 
increase of vigor when so large and important an 
object as Girard College is involved. It is not my 
province to say how it is done, but there stands 
the College church, and it speaks for itself. Girard 
is dead, and priestcraft, gloating over the plunder 
of helpless orphans, points to the church edifice 
erected by his money and sneeringly asks, ** What 
hav Infidels done for the world—what charities hav 
they fostered, what colleges hav they raised ?” 

It is my province to answer these questions here 
and now; and a very appropriate time and place 
are Girard’s adopted city and the one hundred and 
forty-foarth anniversary of his birth. Though be- 
nevolence is no test of the truth of any religion, it 
may be as well to state that Girard was a Roman 
Catholic by birth, an Atheist by conviction, and a 
humanitarian by nature. He left his superstition 
in the cradle, and fought the battles of his stormy 
life in the atmosphere of philosophy and truth, He 


or condition of the sufferer. 


rose above the vulgar and conventional errors of 
“the madding crowd,” content to abide by the ver- 
dict of the future and the matured judgment of pos- 
terity. Conscious of his own faults, he had charity 
for the weaknesses of others. Like Thomas Paine, 
the world was his country; his actions stand as an 
index of his creed. He knew no distinction of men 
except those created by their own merits. He had 
no respect for pedigree, and pitied the person who 
had nothing to feel proud of but his ancestors. He 
had a natural distrust of priestcraft in every form. 
He punctured the inflated vanity of the clergy, and 
viewed their pretentious titles without the aid of a 
magnifying glass. He never catered to publie prej- 
udice; he looked all men squarely in the face, and 
though he demanded measure for measure his 
pursestring was never drawn when charity appealed 
or the afflicted needed a friend. His maxim was 
“Deeds, not creeds,” and the services he rendered 
during the plague of yellow fever proved his con- 
sistency and distinguished him as the Good Sar ar- 
itan par excellence of his century. When the clergy 
and their respectable congregations were fleeing by 
thousands from a plague-stricken city; when the 
fondest ties of friendship were disregarded; when 
fathers and mothers, sons and daughters, sisters 
and brothers, deserted their dead and dying in that 
awful extremity of self-preservation; when every 
sentiment of religion or mercy was forgotten; when 
the very fabric of society was rent and dissolved, 
Stephen Girard, Infidel, without hope of a heavenly 
reward, with no blessing of God like a June breeze 
upon his brow, with nought to stimulate his efforts 
save the exalted motivs of humanity, and at the risk 
of his own life, gave his counsel, his wealth, and his 
personal help as hospital nurse, regardless of color 
He furnished provi- 
sions and fuel for the poor; he provided burial for 
the dead; and this Infidel (incapable of being edi- 
fied by the influences of the Christian religion) 
received under his personal care over two hundred 
orphan children. There are numerous accounts of 
his heroic conduct; the following is one of many 
well authenticated by eye-witnesses and published 
by Matthew Cary of this city: 

A Mr. Thompson who, like many others, had re- 
moved his family from the city, found it imperativ 
to visit, on a matter of important business, a section 
known as Farmer's Row, situated near Second and 
York streets, where the fever was raging with 
extraordinary virulence. Having taken all the pre- 
cautions for his own safety that medical science 
could suggest, he proceeded on his errand. There 
was nothing to break the silence of that awful and 
ghastly spot or to convey the idea that anything 
there was invested with life. Every vestige of busi- 
ness had departed, every door was closed. He felt 
that he had earned the name of a man of remarkable 
courage, as he stood motionless and gazed on the 
buildings containing the dead and the dying who 
had no soul at hand to moisten their lips or to wit- 
ness the last *gonies of life. His heart sank within 
him as he turned to retrace his steps, when sud- 
denly he saw a yellow carriage, driven by a negro, 
stop in front of one of .the frame buildings in the 
street. "Mr. Thompson withdrew as far-as possible 
for fear of contamination, but curiosity impelled 
him to keep the carriage in sight. The driver, hav- 
ing bound a camphorated handkerchief about his 
mouth, opened the door of the carriage, and then, 
with the utmost composure, resumed his seat. A 
short man in shirtsleeves stepped from the coach, 
entered the abode of wretchedness, and returned 
shortly afterward bringing with him a human being 
who had been left there alone to die. The sufferer 
was too large a man to admit of being carried, but 
the right arm of his conductor was thrown about 
him for support, while his feet dragged helplessly 
on the pavement. The yellow, cadaverous face of 
the one rested against the bronzed cheek of the 
other, while his every breath exhaled a volume of 
putrid and death-bearing effluvium. His hair, long 
and matted by neglect, added to the repulsivness of 
his appearance. In this manner the well man half 
dragged and partly carried the patient to his car- 
riage, which he himself entered, and the vehicle 
rolled slowly away. As the strange party passed 
him Mr. Thompson saw the sick man lying helpless 
in the arms of his deliverer. The name of the res- 
cued one he did not learn; but the man who risked 
his life for a fellow-mortal having no claim of con- 
sanguinity upon his service, he subsequently ascer- 
tained, was tke Infidel philanthropist, Stephen 
Girard. 

What a sublime sight! A man of genius and 
wealth devoting his life to the care of the sick, the 
wants of the poor! Talk not to me of the glory of 
your battlefields, where frenzied rage inspires the 
slave to die at his master’s bidding. You may tell 
in story or in song of Spartan courage or Roman 
valor; you may paint in glowing colors on the can- 
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vass of imagination the vicarious atonement of 
Jesus, but what are these divested of the hopes of 
reward? They are small and contemptible in com. 
parison with that sublime conflict of death and 
duty. 

‘Girard’s whole life shines with an effulgence born 
of trials and triumphs, any one of which would im. 
mortalize his name. Though he labored seven or 
eight hours every day in the hospital, Sundays in- 
cluded (leaving it only to care for the sick and bury 
the dead), he was a marvel of preservation, and had 
he remained true to the religion of his infancy he 
would now be canonized as a miracle of God’s spe- 
cial providence. Had he founded a convent the 
Catholic world would point to him as the chosen 
instrument of God to spread his holy religion. 
His bones would be preserved as relics for the spe- 
cial cure of yellow fever. Had he named his ships 
“Immaculate Conception,” “Blessed Trinity,” étc., 
their successful voyages would be attributed to 
supernatural care. The priest would say: 


God sped his ships from coast to coast, 
Fanned by the wings of the Holy Ghost. 


But Girard had no confidence in special provi- 
dence; he relied more on good timber and skillful 
navigation. His ships were named respecüvly in 
the order of their building “Voltaire,” “ Helvetius,” 
“Montesquieu,” and “Rousseau.” These, with 
three others, formed the noteworthy part of that 
stanch commercial fleet which built up his magnifi- 
cent fortune and won for him the title of the 
* Napoleon of commerce.” 

(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
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General Grant on Church and State. 


General Grant will liv in history rather as a 
great soldier than asa great statesman. Yet there 
is much in his career a8 a statesman to admire, es- 
pecially his attitude in regard to church and state. 
No president, with the possible exception of Jeffer- 
son, has occupied more advanced grounds or advo- 
cated more radical measures of reform in this 
respect. 

Grant is the only president, I believe, who has in 
his official capacity contended for the taxation of 
church property. In his message to Congress in 
1875 he made the following earrest plea for this 
just demand: á 


I would also call your attention to the importance of 
correcting an evil that, if permitted to continue, will 
probably lead to great trouble in our land before the 
close of the nineteenth century. It is the acquisition of 
vast amounts of untaxed church property. In 1850, I be- 
lieve, the church property of the United States, which 
paid no tax, municipal or state, amounted to about $83,- 
000,000. In 1860 the amount had doubled.. In 1875 it is 
about $1,000,000,000. By 1900, without a check, it is 
safe to say this property will reach a sum exceeding 
$3,000,000,000. So vast a sum receiving all the protection. 
and benefits of government, without bearing its propor- 
tion of the burdens and expenses of the same, will not be 
looked upon acquiescently by those who hav to pay the 
taxes. In a growing country where real estate enhances 
So rapidly with time as in the United States there is 
scarcely a limit to the wealth that may be acquired by 
corporations, religious or otherwise, if allowed to retain 
real estate without. taxation. The contemplation of so 
vast a property as here alluded to, without taxation, may 
lead to sequestration without constitutional authority, 
and through blood. I would suggest the taxation of all 
property equally, whether church or corporation." 


Equally radieal and pronounced are his recom- 
mendations, in the same message, in favor of the 
complete secularization of our public schools. 


We are a Republic whereof one man is as good as 
another before the law. Under such a form of govern- 
ment, itis of the greatest importance that all should be 
possessed of education and intelligence enough to cast a 
vote with a right understanding of its meaning. A large 
association of ignorant men cannot for any considerable 
period oppose a successful resistance to tyranny and 
oppression from the educated few, but will inevitably 
sink into acquiescence to the will of intelligence, whether 
directed by the demagog or by priestcraft. Hence the 
education of the masses becomes of the first necessity for 
the preservation of our institutions. They are worth 
preserving, because they hav secured the greatest good 
for the greatest proportion of the population of any form 
of government yet devised. All other forms of govern- 
ments approach it just in proportion to the general diffu- 
sion of education and independence of thought and action. 
As the primary step, therefore, to our advancement in all 
that has marked our progress in the past century, I sug- 
gest for your earnest consideration, and most earnestly rec- 
ommend it, that a constitutional amendment be submitted 
to the legislatures of the several states for ratification, 
making it the duty of the several states to establish and 
forever maintain free public schools adequate to the 
education of all the children in the rudimentary branches 
within their respectiv limits, irrespectiv of sex, color, 
birthplace, or religion, forbidding the teaching in said 
schools of religious, Atheistic or pagan tenets, and pro- 
hibiting the granting of any school funds or school taxes 
or any part thereof, either by legislativ, municipal, or 
other authority, for the benefit, or in aid, directly or in- 
directly, of any religious sect or denomination, 


His speech before the army of the Tennessee, at 
Des Moines, in 1875, was one of the noblest, one of 
the bravest, and one of the most opportune utter- 
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ances ever delivered in this country. In this speech 
he said: 


The free gchool is the promoter of that intelligence 
which is to preserve us as a nation. Jf we are to hav 
another contest in the near future of our national exist- 
ence. I predict that the dividing line will not be Mason’s 
and Dixon's, but between patriotism and intelligence on 
the one side, and superstition, ambition, and ignorance 
on the other. Let us all labor to add all needful 
guarantees for the more perfect security of free thought, 
free speech, and free press, pure morals, unfettered re- 
ligious sentiments, and of equal rights and privileges to 
all men, irrespectiy of nationality, color, or religion. 
Encourage free schools, and resolve that not one dollar 
of money shall be appropriated to the support of any 
sectarian school. Resolve that neither the state nor 
nation, or both combined, sball support institutions of 
learning other than those sufficient to afford every child 
growing up in the land the opportunity of a good common 
school education, unmixed with sectarian, pagan, or 
Atheistical tenets. 
family altar, the church, and the private school, supported 
: entirely by private contributions. 
the state forever separate. š 


It has been claimed that this speech was aimed 
chiefly at the Roman Catholic church. It was not. 
It was directed not so much against the avowed 
enemies of the public schools as against its pro- 
fessed friends who would destroy its usefulness by 
making it the handmaid of Protestantism and the 
nursery of superstition. Referring to this speech, 
General Sherman, to whom Grant confided his in- 
tention of delivering it, says : s 

The Des. Moines speech was prompted by a desire to 
defend the freedom of our public schools from sectarian 
influence, and, as I remember the conversation which led 
him to write that speech; it was because of the ceaseless 
clamor for set religious exercises in the public schools; 
not from Catholics, but from Protestant denominations 
(Packard’s Grant’s Tour Around the World, p. 566). 

One of the first products of Grant’s pen that has 
been preserved is a letter to his cousin, McKinstry 
Griffith, written at West Point, September 22, 1839. 
With the exception of a few brief lines, the last 
that he wrote was his “Memoirs.” It is significant 
that in each of these—in the one written in the first 
year of his manhood, and in the other written in 
the last year of his existence—there is to be found 
a protest against ecclesiastical domination of our 
government and. its institutions. In the letter 
alluded to, referring to the demerit marks received 
by the cadets, he writes: 

To show how easily one can get these, a man by the 
name of Grant, of this state, got eight of these marks for 
not going to church to-day. He was also put under 
arrest, so he cannot leave his room perhaps for a month, 
all this for not going tochurch. We are not only obliged 
to go to church, but must march there by companies. 
This is not Republican (Brown's Life of Grant, p. 829). 

In his * Memoirs" he says: i 

No political party can, or ought to, exist when one of 
its corner stones is opposition to freedom of thought. 
* * *. If asect sets up its Jaws as binding above the 
state laws; wherever the two come in conflict this claim 
must be resisted and suppressed at whatever cost (Me- 
moirs, Vol. I, p. 218). . 

Instead of being a believer in the Christian relig- 
ion and in favor of Christianizing our government, 
as many suppose, General Grant was an unbeliever 
and a zealous. advocate of state secularization. 

J. E. RzwsBUna. ` 
—— — 
Providence. 5 
II. 

Divine providence is that care and superintend- 
ence which God is supposed to exercise over his 
creatures. Believers in this dogma hold that God 
not only created all things “in the beginning,” but 
that he directs and controls-all the affairs of the 
universe “ by the might of his power,” down to the 
minutest details. For doth not the scripture say, 
* His eyes are upon the ways of man and he seeth 
all his goings ;" that * not a sparrow falls" without 
his care, and that “he doeth all things well?” He 
is their “ heavenly father,” to whom they appeal for 
protection and guidance and giv thanks for favors 
received. This view, while fully justified by almost 
the whole tenor of scripture, is wholly incompatible 
with the truths of history and evolution and the 
substantial facts of the universe. The importance 
of this statement will become evident if we consider 
for a moment its bearing on the fundamental dog- 
mas of theology. Religion itself is founded mainly 
upon this belief in a personal, all-wise, all-powerful 
God. Prayer is based upon the assumption that 
such a being exists, and that he can and will do some- 
thing for his creatures which they cannot do for 
themselvs. ‘“ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name 
that will I do," is the promis made to his children 
in his* word." Relying on this the devout believer 
prays for health and worldly prosperity, commun- 
ities pray for rain, and nations petition the * throne 
. of majesty ” to stay the devastating plague. Reve- 
lation, of course, falls with the overthrow of the re- 
vealer. A blow at providence is therefore a blow 
at religion itself. “Jf God be not God "—that is, 


Leave the matter of religion to the |- 


Keep the church and: 


if he be not elothed with the attributes with which 
Theists invest him—then there is no need for relig- 
ion, whose sole office is to teach man's duties to his 
maker. If no sueh being exists the sooner man 
discovers his gigantie mistake and stops this enor- 
mous waste of time and blood and treasure that are 
daily poured out on the altar to this *unknown 


God," the better it will be for him. That such a: 
being exists, Theists declare *is manifest in his 


works" They point to the good in nature as evi- 
dence of the existence of a beneficent creator. The 
sun that givs heat and light by day, the moon and 
stars that illumin the night, refreshing showers, 
flowers, fruits, and vegetables—all that contributes 
to man's existence and enjoyment appears to the de- 
vout believer as evidence of the wisdom and benefi- 
cence of the most high. 

Let us folow «ut this logie and see where it 
willlead us. If the existence of good in the uni- 
verse is evidence of the. existence of & benevolent 
creator, then, by the same logic, the existence of 
evil is evidence of a malevolent creator. Does 
evil exist? Not one of us but is forced by the 
terrible facts of experience to answer, Yer. Man's 
whole history is but the record of an unceasing 
struggle against the adverse forces of his environ- 
ment—a struggle in which countless millions hav 
perished, scarcely realizing that they had ever lived. 
He is beset on every side by perils against which he 
must guard or perish. Heat and cold, tempest and 
flood, volcanoes and earthquakes, “savage beasts, 
and still more savage men,” menace with destruc- 
tion on every hand. Disease, inscrutable, insidious, 
infectious, hideous disease, implacably pursues him, 
carrying suffering and death in its course, and leav- 
ing sorrow and desolation behind. Is this a mani- 
festation of that “tender mercy that is over all his 
works?” But what shall we say of moral evil, 
moral disease? Whence came sin into the world? 
For ages the human mind has stood paralyzed, 
utterly helpless and dumb before this dread prob- 
lem. Millions of dwarfed, degraded, wrecked, and 
ruined natures testify to-day to the awful workings 
of this dread disease. Prisons and asylums, jails 
and reformatories, are filled to overflowing with its 
victims. They lurk in the reeking dens and infest 
the byways of great cities, a perpetual menace to 
life and property. Are these the handiwork of 
that beneficent creator who doeth all things well? 
Behold the dilemma into which theistical logic has 
led us? Either the creator is unable to remedy the 
evils of man’s existence, or else he is indifferent to 
his sufferings. Either view is fatal to the Theist's 
conception of God. It will not do to say that all 
this will be righted in another world. For what 
reason hav we to believe that a creator who has 
made such a dismal failure in this will ever do any 
better in another life? The evils which man has 
suffered will stand a perpetual witness to the injus- 
tice of his creator through all the cycles of eternity. 
If man ever stands.at the judgment bar of God, it 
will be as accuser, not as culprit. 

The scriptural account of the origin of sin, 
* of man’s disobedience, and the fruit of that tree 
whose mortal taste brought death into the world 
and all our woe,” is too pueril for serious considera- 
tion by ‘thinking minds. Evolution proves that 
man is not a fallen but a rising being; that he was 
not created perfect some six thousand years ago, 
but has been gradually evolved from lower forms 
and raised to his present form and condition 
through countless changes and long periods of 
time; that sin is not a curse pronounced upon him 
for disobedience to divine commands, but results 
from his ignorance and non-adaptation to his en- 
vironment, and that if he is ever “saved,” it will be 
by his own efforts in subduing and adapting him- 
self to the adverse forces surrounding him and not 
by the atoning blood of a supernatural savior. 
That God (if such & being exists) is wholly indiffer- 
ent to the welfare of his creatures is abundantly 
proven by the history of the past and the present 
conditions of life on this globe. Millions of sen- 
tient beings daily come into existence but to perish 
—are born but to die. Even among human 
beings, who are supposed to be special objects of 
divine care, not one-half ever reach the second year 
of their age. The world is one vast charnel house, 
filled with dead men’s bones. “The air is full of 
farewells to the dying and mournings for the dead.” 
Life feeds on life; millions of organized beings are 
destroyed that one may liv. Life is a perpetual 
tragedy ; almost every action of our lives is fatal to 
other forms which, so far as we know, hav as good 
a right to liv as ourselvs. ‘Necessity doth make 
murderers of us all.” Did beneficence impose this 
murderous necessity upon all his creatures? Did 
omniscience ordain that nine hundred and ninety- 
nine of every thousand of created forms should 
perish before arriving at maturity? Could not 
omnipotence create & world in which destruction 


and death would not be the natural order—where 


peace and harmony would reign instead of discord 
and strife? 


The doctrin that the evils of this life were de- 


signed for the “purifying of souls” and “ fitting 
them for a higher existence" falls flat when we con- 
sider that most beings are debased instead of ele- 
vated by adverse surroundings, and that more than 
half perish before they hav undergone this “ purify- 


ing” process. 

If religionists were not “born insane,” as “Sala- 
din” asserts, it would not need an argument to 
convince them that all phenomena come about 
naturally, that no supernatural power quells the 
wrath of the elements or heeds man’s pitiful ery for 
aid. So far as we know, “nature creates without 
purpose and destroys without regret." “She is 
neither crue] nor loving, neither tender nor hard- 
hearted, she merely acts according to laws” which 
are the expression of the most “stringent neces- 
sity. ; 

*I hav searched through the heavens," says 
Lalande, “and nowhere hav I found a trace of 
God." Even Luther was forced to admit that “ ex- 
perience shows that God does not take care of this 
temporal life.” If there is no evidence of the exist- 
ence of God, no manifestations to our senses of the 
qualities and attributes of such a being, it seems to 
me that, despite the assertions of Agnostics to the 
contrary, we are perfectly justified in saying 
«there is no God,” just as we are perfectly jus- 
tified in saying there are no angels, ghosts, or 
devile, no fairies or witches or other impossible 
creations of disordered imaginations. If such a 
being exists we can know it only by impressions 
made upon ourselvs; and until such impressions 
are made upon my mind, this “fool” will continue 
to “say in his heart ‘there is no God." He 
will continue to refuse to debase his manhood by 
offering fulsome praise to and bowing submissivly 
before “the shadow cast by his own ignorance.” 
He will continue to believe that there is nothing 
above or outside of nature, but that the universe 
* obeys a necessity of nature from which there i 
no escape.” i 

Science at last has “raised the veil” and solved 
the Sais riddle. She declares “nature is all that is, 
that was, or that will be.” ‘She, the all-creating 
and the all-devouring, is her own Alpha and Omega, 
her own generation and death. By her power she 
brought about the so-called creation, and created 
man as the crown thereof. By her own power she 
will take him back again when his dwelling-place, 
the earth, has completed its natural term of life in 
the endless cycle of worlds.” R. WHEELER. 


—— 


By the census of 1890 the church property in the 
United States was valued at $679,694,439, and it is 
estimated that the yearly increase is $30,000,000. 
Why such an amount of property should not be ex- 
empted from taxation is a question ably, forcibly, 
and practicably considered in a pamphlet issued by 
«The Truth Seeker Company” of New York and 
entitled “Church Property: Should it be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasons why It should not.” In 
a succinctly incisiv manner the question is aggress- 
ivly taken up and places the burden of proof upon 
its opponents, who, seemingly outside the argu- 
ment of custom, will hav no little difficulty to main- 
tain their position. For the pamphlet not only 
forcibly attacks the present system—for it offensivly 
and defensivly counters and parriee the usual points 
of attack—but also produces figures, facts, and 
opinions to carry the war into the enemy’s camp. 
The book is one which will well repay the reading, 
not only by those (and these are many and inereas- 
ing) who coincide with the views of the pamphlet, 
but by the supporters of the present system whose 
sense of justice should at least incline them to rec- 
ognize the force of the arguments and the seeming 
necessity of a reply, if such can legitimately be 
made. Accompanying the pamphlet is a reprint of 
the company’s leaflet which well states the right of 
individual free thought and action in the observance 
of Sunday, and givs weighty reasons why no Sun- 
day bill should be passed by Congress.— Boston 
Ideas. 


- 


The legions of devils which were in the hogs 
when they drowned in the sea, escaped under cover 
of the water and still haunt pious summer resorts, 
where they enter young people of religious alpha- 
betical society, when they go in bathing together. 


ij 


Most of the soldiers engaged in the celestial re- 
bellion were females, and the way they spread their 
wings and brained each other with war clubs, 
swords, and cleavers, would indicate that all Chris- 
tian ladies should be allowed the free exercise of 
electiv franchise, 


BO 
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News and Notes. 


I am now at the home of F. I. Green, Nevinville, 
Iowa, and from this point I am makiog a campaign 
for Freethought. Mr. Green is well known as one 
of our strenuous workers, and for years he has 
stood at the front in this community, and kept 
things on the move so far as courage and generosity 
can do so. 

This is a lovely place, and it is quite a luxury to 
thus enjoy country lifein its exuberance and splendor. 
The prairie is rolling, and far away we can see the 
fields, groves, pastures, and comfortable dwelling 
houses. There is every promis of a magnificent 
harvest. The corn is simply stupendous. It is as 
high as my head now, and the green ranks stretch 
in ocean-like beauty. I understand that more acres 
are planted this year than ever before. Fields of a 
hundred acres are before me as I look forth. What 
is more beautiful than these rustling expanses, from 
whose bosom will burst the golden ears of plenty? 
It seems as if there could be no starvation in a 
world of such gorgeous abundance. 

Yet the great strife is going on, and labor is in 
battle array with capital. I hear but few notes of 
the conflict in this retired place. I may not be able 
to return to Chicago after I hav finished my labors 
here, for I understand that the Burlington is “ tied 
up" with the other railroads, and no tickets are 
sold and no transportation guaranteed. Well, if I 
hav to stay for an indefinit period on Green’s farm, 
I shall hav a good time, with plenty of books, beau- 
tiful sceneries, harvest glories, and genial com- 
panionship ; and so be ready when the time comes 
to unfold the banner of Freethought for the prog- 
ress of humanity. 

I arrived at Creston, Ia., Friday, June 29th, and 
lectured that evening before the Industrial Union 
of Creston on “The Rights of Man.” The audi- 
ence was not large, and some present did not seem 
to think that the “rights of man” included the 
taxation of church property, and so retired when 
the subject was mentioned. The People’s party is 
not yet up to the mark. It does not stand for uni- 
versal justice. It is for half-way measures. How- 
ever, there are many members of the labor union 
who realize that Freethought is the key to the situ- 
ation, and are willing to support lectures that deal 
with the subject in a radical manner. Mr. Green 
met me at Creston, and after the lecture drove to 
his home fourteen miles awsy; but we had quite a 
varied journey. The lightnings were playing all 
around the horizon, while overhead it was pitch 
dark. The lightning, however, like some great 
electric dynamo, served to illuminate the road. We 
could not hav had a more splendid service. But 
by and by the thunders began to mingle with the 
lightning, and we had to stop at a half-way house, 
while the torrents poured down, and this lasted 
until about two in the morning, and we played 
“high five” to keep awake, not having any place to 
rest our weary bones. After we started it was 
pretty slow work; the roads were well saturated 
and the mud of a clinging nature. It was day- 
light when we finished our journey, and I went to 
bed at sunrise. A good sleep prepared me for 
another drive, to Greenfield, eleven miles away, 
where I lectured on Saturday evening. 

Greenfield is a somewhat sleepy and churchy 
place, and as this was the first Freethought lecture 
ever given the attendance was slight—only about a 
dozen being present. Yet if every one had come 
who promised to do so the audience would hav been 
of fair proportions. Mr. Green worked faithfully 
for the meetings. The two papers promised to 
announce the lectures, but did not. The utter in- 
difference of the Liberals in this community is 
something appalling. They don’t go to church; 
they don’t go anywhere outside the church; they 
don’t take Liberal papers and they don’t know 
really what is going on in the world. It is this 
mass of indifference which, more than anything 
else, stops the progress of Freethought. I did not 
giv up in despair, but gave lectures on Sunday and 
Monday evenings to increased and attentiv audi- 
ences, but there were only about fifty in all. I 
hope some seed has been planted that some day will 
produce fruit, but the outward appearance is not 
inviting. If one didn’t believe in Freethought with 
all his heart such experiences would be a damper, 
and one might say, “Let things drift; what’s the 
use of work?” But a deeper thought will only 

- make us more strenuous than before, for, as we hav 
no God or devil or hell fire to aid, Freethought 
‘must eventually be the only inspiration for the 
human race; and even if alone we must keep its 
fires a-blazing, and the world will be aflame or it 
will cease to advance. 

A black storm followed us on Saturday night 
along our way home, but did not overtake us, al- 

though its tremendous folds flapped in our very 


faces. At this season the thunder showers come 
and goin Iowa with remarkable velocity. Within 
a week or two people and cattle hav been killed and 
the midnight sky lighted with the flames of burning 
buildings; and yet “God” is on his throne and 
counts the hairs of our heads! When he gets 
through counting, perhaps he will save & few lives. 

I found one original Liberal at Greenfield—Mr. 
D. W. Church, who has published some quaint 
books on the “Enigma of Life," etc. He is quite e 
philosopher in his way, a sort of transcendental 
man of science. He is a student of Spinoza, 
Goethe, Carlyle, and Emerson, and has deeply im- 
bibed their Pantheistic sentiments. He takes some- 
what the position of my friend Herman Wettstein, 
that the universal ether is a kind of universal intel- 
ligence, and that this intelligence, if we are open 
souled, will flow into the brain and illuminate it; 
and thus we hava power of insight that transcends 
‘knowledge and of which knowledge is simply the 
instrument. He denies personality to this infinit 
intelligence, and so practically denies that it is God. 
It is simply intelligent life. While I of course do 
not agree that mind is the ultimate fact of the uni- 
verse, I admit that the position of my friend is 
anti-orthodox and that his theory is an interesting 
guess as to what the universe may be, and so long 
as it does not partske of the nature of a creed I do 
not object to its intellectual enjoyment. But the 
more I study into these matters the more I am 
convinced that Materialism is the common-sense 
solution of the universe, and drives away all clouds 
of fancy and superstition. . 

I shall remain and continue the campaign with 
F. I. Green until next Sunday. I shall then, if the 
great railroad strike does not prevent, take my way 
to northern Michigan, to Red Jacket, Sidnaw, and 
Drummond. In August I shall push westward to 
Montana. I shall be in Washington in September, 
at Davenport and other places. I hope that all 
friends in Washington who want lectures in Sep- 
tember and October will write to me at 234 South 
Water street, Chicago, care of E. C. Reichwald. 
Communicate at the earliest possible moment. In 
spite of the hard times let us push forward the 
work to the best of our ability. I want to meet 
and shake hands with as many friends as possible 
on this tour to the Pacific Coast, and rally our 
forces. Notwithstanding all discouragements Free- 
thought must triumph. Sa{orL P. Pornam. 


————— M ————————— 


Freethought and Seeular Notes from England. 
THE PRESENT SITUATION. 


So far as the climate here is concerned, English 
friends in the United States and Canada need not 
be anxious to return to the land of their birth. 
The change in the weather for the worst to which 
I referred in my last “Notes ” has been maintained 
up to date. Wet, gloom, and chilly winds hav 
robbed us up to now of the summer sun, and these 
unwelcome features hav given to nature that somber 
appearance which is never agreeable, but at this 
period of the year is particularly objectionable. 
Perhaps the compensating process may be in opera- 
tion during July and August; let us hope so, for 
it issadly needed. According to the proverb, “it is 
an ill wind that blows no one any good;” and in 
this case the unusually inclement weather has 
caused our indoor lectures to be more numerously 
attended than they generally are at this season. 
The audiences at our secular halls, both in London 
and in the provinces, hav been exceedingly good, 
and a very pleasing feature of these gatherings is 
the increased attendance of women and the young 
of both sexes. It is their cooperation that is 
necessary to the success of any movement, and the 
secular movement in England just now is experienc- 
ing the benefit of their association. Both in and 
out of London, Freethought societies are receiving 
most valuable aid from feminin activity and from 
the earnest labors of young men. This inspires 
the veterans in the good old cause with bright 
hopes for the future of Secular philosophy. 


MR. G. W. FOOTE. 


I am pleased to be able to report that the presl- | 


dent of the National Secular Society is physically 
himself again. His official position is by no means 
an easy one, but Mr. Foote's ability and sagacity 
enable him to perform his duties in such a manner 
as to giv general satisfaction. It is not surprising, 
therefore, to find that the appeal now being made 
on behalf of his testimonial fund is being generously 
responded to. The fund will be closed and the 
presentation made about the end of July. 


THE SCHOOL ROARD ELECTION. 

Activ preparations are being made both by the 
Progressivs and the Reactionists for the coming 
election of the school board in November next. It 


will be a desperate fight between the supporters of 
theology and the friends of secular education. 
Present indications giv every reason for believing 
that the defeat of the cler cal party will be the re. 
sult of the conflict. Two bye elections for the 
school board hav recently taken place in London— 
Willesden and East Ham. At the former place the 
Progressiv“, who had never before won more than 
two seats at the poll, secured four by large majori- 
ties, and they might clearly hav had five, possibly 
six: The Progressiv candidate who headed the 
poll with two thousand votes above the leading 
churchman is a labor man with a decidedly secular 
program. At East Ham the success was even 
greater, for six Progressiva were elected and only 
one churchman. These are striking indications aa 
to future victories. The executiv of the National 
Secular Society has requested the present writer to 
contest East Finsbury instead of East Lambeth at 
the coming election, for the reason that a member 
of the National Secular Society is already in the 
field in the latter district and he has good prospects 
of. success. I hav consented to act upon the re- 
quest of the executiv. My ticket will be an un- 
compromising one—that no part of the Bible and 
no phase of theology shall be taught in our public - 
schools. Secular education pure and simple is my 
motto. i 


A MONUMENT TO OHARLES BRADLAUGH. ` - 

On Monday, June 25, the Bradlaugh statue was 
unveiled at Northampton in the presence of a vast 
crowd of over twenty thousand ardent admirers of 
the late great English Freethought leader. A 
special train was chartered by the London Free- 
thinkers to convey friends to Northampton to wit- 
ness the ceremony. Mr. Labouchere, who was to 
hav unveiled the statue, was unable to attend, be- 
ing prostrate with lumbago. Mrs. Labouchere 
came as “his apology "—to use her own expression. 
She spoke a few words and handed the cord to 
Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner, who pulled away the wrap- 
per and disclosed the statue, which was hailed 
with a magnificent burst of cheering, after which 
the band struck up the old fighting song, while 
many eyes were wet with tears. The statue and 
pedestal hav cost about £400, more than £100. of 
which came from India. The figure is in terra- 
cotta. It is well posed, and isa fair likeness of 
Bradlaugh ; but the artist has rather missed the 
massiv character of the hero’s face and head. It is 
suggested, however, that the likeness will improve 
under the mellowing hand of time. The inscrip- 
tion on the front panel of the pedestal runs thus: 
“ c Thorough’ Charles Bradlaugh. Born Sept. 26, 
1833: Died Jan. 30, 1891. Four times elected to 
one Parliament, in vindication of the Rights of Con- 
stituencies. India, too, chose him her representa- 
tiv. A sincere friend of the people. His life was 
devoted to Progress, Liberty, and Justice.” Sev- 
eral members of Parliament were present, and 
spoke of Mr. Bradlaugh's noble character and. of 
the services he had rendered to the cause of human 
progress. Mr. G. W. Foote was appointed to at- 
tend the pruceedings as representativ of the Sec- 
ular Association of which Mr. Bradlaugh was for 
many years the worthy president. Mr. Foote, in a 
calm and dignified address, gave a brief estimate of 
the unique qualities of the late junior member for 
Northampton, and of his persistent efforts to im- 
prove the social and political condition of the 
masses. It was, indeed, a grand and an inspiring 


‘spectacle to behold such a concourse of people, 


holding different political and theological opinions, 
assembled to pay a tribute of sincere admiration to. 
the memory of one who was not only a great 
politician, but who was also the most uncompro- 
mising Atheist of England. We all know how, 
during his early career, Mr. Bradlaugh had to 
encounter fierce opposition, and had to battle 
against gross misrepresentation and against an un- 
scrupulous bigotry, but his indomitable courage 
and his never-failing persistency enabled him to 
surmount those difficulties and to win for himself 
a reputation of which any public man might be justly 
proud. While living he won the respect of his 
opponents and secured the affections of his friends, 
and now that he is dead his memory is honored 
and revered by every generous heart that can ap- 
preciate honesty of purpose, integrity of conduct, 
and an impassioned zeal, not merely for the welfare 
of one class, but for the happiness and prosperity 
of the whole of the comunity. As an old and most 
intimate colleague of the great departed I sincerely 
join in the homage that has just been so willingly 
and genuinly paid to greatness, and I trust that 
the deeds of usefulness that adorned the life of the 
eminent leader of English Secularism may be emu- 
lated by all who profess to share the principles . 
which were so thoroughly entertained and so val- 
iantly defended by him who, “though dead, still 
speaketh.” Cuartes Warrs. 
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Observations. 


There is at first sight much philosophy in the 
remarks of a Western gentleman who says he has 
differentiated his reading matter, subscribing for 
secular papers in order to get the political news and 
discussions of the day, and for Tur Trura SEEKER, 
in order to be informed of the progress in Liberal 
ideas. Whether or nothe protests when his secular 
journals happen to admit to their columns sound 
notions on religious matters, the public is not hereby 
informed, but he does object to the discussion of 
economic questions in his Liberal paper. He is 
like the old gentleman of New Hampshire for 
whom I once drew a pitcher of cider. Turning the 
** gpiggot" with one hand and holding both candle 
and pitcher in the other, some of the tallow dropped 
into the drink. When the old man got his portion, 
he noticed the foreign matter floating on the sur- 
face and requested that when I went next to the 
tap I should bring the cider in one thing and the 
«tarler" in another, and he would mix them to suit 
himself. 

I will not maintain that Freethought and politics 
ean be profitably combined, but I contend never- 
theless that the Freethinker occupies an advan- 
tageous point of view from which to judge political 


as well as religious humbugs; and that, other 


things being equal, the Freethinker is best accoutred 
to serve the state. Being necessarily of independ- 
ent mind, he will hav no church or clique to serve, 
nor anything to gain by deluding bis fellowman. 
His perception will be keen to pierce the “ glorified 
fog” of church and state and to detect the morass 
into which, as it seems to me, both are at present 
leading their followers. Iam not in favor of blind- 
ing him or putting a gag into his mouth; neither 
do I think the man is wise who closes his own eyes 
and plugs his ears except to look upon that which is 
familiar, or to listen to a tale which is thrice told. 
Thomas Paine was able to teach the American peo- 
ple political common sense, the result being the 
establishment of a better government than the 
world had ever known. He would also hav taught 
them religious common sense if they would listen; 
but instead they damned him—and incidentally 
damned themselvs, as we now view the matter. 
The Freethinkers of this generation hav argued the 
leaders of the church to a standstill. 
are no longer defended with intellectual weapons; 
and those leaders, with their ‘allies, the rich, the 
conservativ, and the greedy, hav entrenched them- 
selvs behind the statute-books, whence they sally 
forth to annoy, harass, persecute, and oppress. It 
is their last stronghold, and the question is, whether 
we shall not annihilate their breastworks and take 
a fall out of them in their chosen arena. They and 
their allies here discussed hav given us an adminis- 
tration quite the opposit of the ideal. Our govern- 
ment, established to protect the rights of the 
citizen, has become a fetich, and the citizen is 
either forgotten or forced to cringe before it. The 
sacredness once: attached to human rights has been 
transferred to the statute. We do not hear now- 
 &days of violations of rights or liberties, only of 
violations of law, as though that were the thing 
originally to be defended. Our concern, at the 
present time; is to secure protection, not by the 
. government—we must buy a court in order to ob. 
- tain that—but from the government; to-wit, pro- 
tection for speech, press, mails, morals, commerce, 
exchange, and industry, to curtail the liberty of 
which government has placed salaried officials at 
every crossroads. Freethought, to employ analogy, 
. holds the same relation to the body politic that the 
brain does to the muscular system. It directs and 
guides; and movements not so directed and guided 
are emotional or involuntary and devoid of a reason- 
` able purpose. Such are religious revivals; such, 
largely, are popular elections, and such, to a great 
extent, is the legislation’ under which we groan. 
The wise Freethought writer, publisher, or lecturer 


will perhaps refrain from laying especial stress of. 


voice on these facts. With the fate of Paine before 
him he knows that though he may be justly re- 
warded for breaking the manacles of religious 
serfdom, yet so soon as he lays a hand upon the 
chains of political slavery, those whom he has most 
benefited willbe first to hit him in the neck. To 
drive superstition out of literature into the statute- 
-book is only to change it from the altar to the 
throne, and giv ita club instead of the poison cup 
asa weapon of offense. It merely revises the citizens 
out of the theological hell into the political hades. ' 


The Bible idolaters are in the enjoyment of an 
appreciable advantage over unbelievers when dis- 
cussing the merits of the scriptures. They may 
clap their opponent in jail and then go uninterrupt- 
edly on with their own side of the debate. It is a 
matter of fact that the sacred book contains some 
reams of matter that would be indictable under any 


* 


The dogmas 


statute designed to restrain authors from making 
an indecent exposure of their thoughts. To this 
extent we are permitted to speak freely; but the 
religious person calls us a slanderer, denies the 
fact, reminds us that the charge rests upon our 
bare and therefore indecent assertion, and assumes 
that his denial has as much force-as our accusation. 
We hav to either suspend or proceed to citation 
and proof. If we take the latter course, what fol- 
lows? Jn the case of Mr. J. B. Wise, of bleeding 
Kansas, arrest and imprisonment followed. This, 
of course, breaks up the discussion and distracts 
attention from the merits of the controversy. The 
authorities, who are orthodox or nothing, and some- 
times both, decide that the Bible is not obscene— 
which is their religion. Then they arrest the per- 
son who mails portions of it—which is business. 
Plainly, they get their system of thought from the 
modern theologians who hold that the Bible is not 
the word of God, but contains it—a pied line of 
type, as it were, from which letters to form the said 
word may be selected. The inference to be drawn 
from the theory and practice of the postal authori- 
ties is that, in their belief, the Bible does not of 
itself constitute obscenity, but contains it—a repe- 
tition of the process of picking letters out of a pied 
line. In other prosecutions under the same statute 
the book, print, or paper—as, ‘“Cupid’s Yokes,” the 
Word, or Lucifer—was indicted bodily, the offend- 
ing passages being deemed sufficient to condemn 
the entire work. Which way will the present pros- 
ecution jump? If an impure passage can taint the 
whole book that is otherwise innocuous, will the 
text chosen by Mr. Wise cause the Bible to be ex- 
cluded? If it is decided that such text does not 
contaminate the context, why was « Cupid's Yokes” 
thrown out of the post-office? It certainly could 
not be maintained, and it never was charged, that 
all of that work is indecent. It is a pharisee com- 
pared with the Bible. We shall be told that Wise 
selected a passage out the scriptures and mailed it. 
The rejoinder is that Bennett and Heywood 
made no such discrimination; and the query arises, 
Is selection so serious an offense that a man may 
be jailed whether he commits it or not when oppor- 
tunity is offered him to do so? Again, in the cases 
named, the prosecution did the selecting, and, for 
purposes of information, I am led to ask if the effect 
of a passage upon the work as a whole can be held 
to depend upon the person who points it out. 

The whole Christian world ought to spring to the 
defense of Wise. Especially ought the Rev. Ven- 
num to protest against this prosecution. He has 
been carrying on a discussion with the Infidel with 
the intent to prove that the Bible is pure. If the 
accused is convicted Vennum's case is forever lost. 


“Sooner than we imagin,” remarks Mr. Giles B. 
Stebbins, “the day will dawn when a godless sci- 
ence will be an unscientific absurdity.” Mr. Steb- 
bins should learn that his prediction is aimed in 
the wrong direction and stated in the wrong tense. 
The day when God was thought to be a factor in 
classified knowledge dawned disagreeably and came 
to an inglorious closea long time since. The great 
clearness of Mr. Stebbins’s thought is manifest in 
the form of his expression, wherein he refers to a 
science that is unscientific. He is not far from the 
kingdom prepared for the California clergyman 
wno, observing that our national charter was secu- 
lar, not to say Atheistic in character, claimed that 
it discriminated against Christian believers, and 
argued thence that the Constitution was unconsti- 
tutional. 

A labor meeting was held in Union square, this 
city, the other evening, and just before the solemni- 
ties began the Rev. D. E. B. Olmstead, of Cattarau- 
gus county, strolled onto the platform. As nobody 
knew him, he introduced himself as a clergy- 
man and perhaps expected to open the meeting 
with prayer, but he was not called on. Among 
those present were T. B. Wakeman and Charles 
Sotheran. Mr. Wakeman addressed the assem- 
blage in a speech of some length, and the longer he 
talked the more fidgety Mr. Olmstead got, so that 
when the orator closed and walked to the rear of 
the platform the clergyman uncorked himself and 
overflowed his nozzle. Said he to Mr. Wakeman, 
* You hav no right to make such a speech, and any 
man that would talk that way ought to be ar- 
rested.” Mr. Wakeman calmly invited him to go 
ahead and serve his process. Mr. Sotheran stood 
by as a listener. “Tbe trouble with you folks,” 
said the clergyman, “is that you don’t know any- 
thing about the teachings of the church.” Both 
Wakeman and Sotheran submitted that they had 
studied for the ministry and claimed some famili- 
arity with theology. “And your accusations against 
the capitalists prove your ignorance,” sputtered 
Mr. Olmstead; and he introduced a French quo- 
tation. * What's. that?” asked Sotheran; “ say it 


again.” Mr. Olmstead repeated the phrase, and ex- 
plained that it was French, which Mr. Sotheran was 
not expected to understand. ‘Oh, I see," said 
Sotheran, who is a linguist; “you mean ‘Honi soit 
qui mal y pense.’ Your pronunciation is so bad I 
did not catch it before." Then Mr. Sotheran 
wanted to bet the clergyman that the latter couldn’t 
say the Lord’s Prayer in Latin, and when Mr. 
Olmstead acknowledged his inability, Sotheran 
said, “I'll teach you,” and began, “Pater noster 
que es in colis, but the parson interrupted him, 
with a challenge to debate. Wakeman announced 
his readiness, and intimated that the present was 
a good time to begin the discussion. “Iam not 
fully prepared just now,” replied the victim. “TI 
thought not,” said his persecutor, with a chuckle. 
and the rural preacher slipped off the platform and 
made his escape. 
Next to the violence and disregard of life and 
property resulting from the great railroad strike in 
the West, the most serious thing is admitted to be 
the damage to commerce and industry. Business 
is prostrated and the wages which the strikers and 
those whom the strike has forced out of employment 
must forego through enforced idleness are reckoned 
asa dead loss. Itis strange that people who see 
this so plainly hav never thought of the similar loss 
consequent upon Sunday loafing, to say nothing 
about holiday and half-holiday idleness. A strike 
must be a very extensiv one that affects ten per cent 
of the people of the country, and it must keep that 
ten per cent idle for ten days in order to equal one 
day's idleness of the whole population—that is, to 
equal one Sunday. There are fifty-two Sundays in 
the year, and the strike must last 520 days, or 
seventeen months, in order to achieve the sum total 
of time that would be wasted through the Sunday 
superstition if “Sabbath” laws were enforced as 
the orthodox insanely desire. Therefore the loss of 
wages and the loss to trade through the strike is as 
a dime to a dollar compared with what the church 
would impose upon us. Soberly considered, a uni- 
versal or general rest-day is an absurdity, and I do 
not believe that it has any excuse for its existence 
except that aftorded by theology, although others 
are offered. Asa boy on a farm, I remember that 
I thought Sunday every other day, not so much for 
rest as for recreation, would not be a too frequent 
recurrence. Later on I noted that I felt less like 
work on Monday morning than when [ quit Satur- 
day night. There may be such a thing as too vio- 
lent rest. I believe business men will testify that 
unless they seek some relaxation more exhausting 
than their ordinary labor, they do most of their 
worrying on Sunday, which is superior to work as 
a depressor. Ihe laboref is not in his best form 
after his Sabbath “rest;” on the contrary he may 
well conclude that if providence designed the Sun- 
day for any purpose it was only as a day when he 
might spend his previous week's wages. Itis the 
policeman’s harvest time. The church has apprised 
us that Satan finds mischief for idle hands to do, 
and she provides the idle hands—a sort of coopera- 
tion that runs through the whole Christian system. 
After Sunday comes the holiday. If I were the 
ruler of a people and desired to keep them poor I 
would multiply the holidays—which is a pointer 
obtained from the Catholic church, whose calendar 
is full of them. The United States does not as yet 
equal t ortugal, Spain, or Italy in this folly, but we 
are getting there. Seven or eight general holidays 
are observed in all the states, and each state has 
some of its own. In all twenty-seven public holi- 
days are kept in the several states, to which are to 
be added numerous church festivals. Saturday 
afternoon is a holiday the year round in New York, 
though it is commonly observed only during the 
summer months. Given 52 Sundays and 10 holi- 
days, and add 8 more days of Saturday afternoon 
loafing, and we hav more than two months of legal 
inactivity—about one-fifth of the year, or 20 per cent 
of all our working time. Expenses for rent and 
food are maintained, there is nothing coming in (for 
wages are adjusted to the state of affairs), and every 
temptation is offered for the profitless spending of 
money. , 
That Sundays and holidays tend to reconcile the 
poor with their poverty is quite apparent; other- 
wise why should our legislators guard the one so 
carefully and appoint the others with so much com- 
plaisance whenever the matter is brought to their 
attention? 
The following, from a Spiritualist paper, has been 
Submitted to me with the request that I giv my 
opinion with regard to it: 
Yahveh is the luminous ether in which all things exist, 


‘the substance from which all things are formed.—Ger- 


trude Love. 
The only remark I can think of is that it does not 
elucidate any matter now in hand. 
Gro. E. Macponatp. 
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betters of @riends. 


Good. 

MERRILL, Wis., June 25, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $4 
for renewal of subscription and a copy of 
the ‘‘Freethinker’s Text-book.” Hav 
read your paper for several years and am 
well pleased with it. Wishing you every 

success, I remain, Your friend, 
FRED CARPENTER. 


Christian Neighborhoods Hav Peculiar- 
ities. 
Norwoop, Mo., June 19, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed find $8 for re- 
newal of subscription. Ido not want to 
get behind too far with this grand old ex- 
ponent of liberty and Freethought, as this 
is & pious neighborhood and my adminis- 
trator might refuse to settle in case I 
should die. H. H. Barr. 


Seems to Like ** Observations.’ 
SproxaNE, Wasa., June 21, E.M. 204. 
Mr. Eprronr: Find inclosed $8 to apply 

on my subscription to the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER. ‘‘ Observations” are the first mat- 
ter I read, and I can tell you I am very 
much interested in George E. Macdonald. 
I should like to read him when he turns 
himself loose. He says more in one line 
than his critics can in occupying several 
columns. Long may he liv. 

Ever yours, RICHARD SHARPLESS. 


Thinking of ** Four Hundred Years.? 

Paw Paw, ILL., June 26, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Find $3, to renew my sub- 
scription to Taz Trura SEEKER., I was 
aware that my time had expired, and hav 
delayed in writing, hoping to send some 
other names, but times and finances hav 
been unfavorable. So for the present I 
must be content to send by myself. Hop- 
ing things may be more favorable in the 
future, and we may soon get our Putnam's 

** Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 

I remain, yours truly, 
PHILIP FITZGERALD. 


From an Editor and Newspaper Corre- 
spondent, 
New York, June 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I am very well pleased 
with ‘‘Church Property.” It is excel- 
lently written and contaips many new 
arguments and most valuable and care- 
fully compiled statistics. 

Many thanks also for your promptness 
in mailing the book, which I highly ap- 
preciate. Inclosed I beg to hand you ten 
cents, for which please send me ‘‘ Thumb- 
screw and Rack," by Geo. E. Macdonald, 
and greatly oblige, C. REIGERSBERG. 


Will Always Speak a Good Word. 

Farao, N. Dax., June 19, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 for sub- 
scription to Tas TRUTH SEEKER. I hope you 
will pardon me for my seeming negligence, 
but I was iu hopes I could increase the 
circulation of Tus Truta SEEKER, but 
everybody pleads hard times, and it is the 
trutb, too. Ilet parties read mine occa- 
sionally, and tell them also that they can 
find more good literary reading and scien- 
tific articles in one copy than all the 
papers they read in & year. I also tell 
them good solid religion, too. I will al- 
ways say a good word for Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, as itis a source of great pleasure 

to read it myself. Saccess to you. 
B. F. ManNrNG. 


One of the Right Kind of Workers. 
CORTLAND, O., June 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $2, 
for which hurry forward ‘‘ History of the 
Council of Nice,” cloth, and ‘‘ Creation 
of God.” 

I am feeding my mind with food that 
banishes superstition. I wish to liv a life 
devoted to Freethought, and shall do all I 
can to relieve my neighbors and workmen 
(of whom I employ ten) of the cursed in- 
fluence of the church. My office desk is 
covered with Freethought works, so my 
men and persons whom I do business with 
can read and look at the illustrations. 
This has led to many debates with laymen; 
also ministers. The literature I hav at 
hand enables me to strike hard blows at 
orthodoxy; also a copy of the Koran which 
I hav enables me to show that the Moham- 


medan’s religion is much more desirable 
than the Christian religion. I hav ‘‘Bruno” 
engraved in gold on my eighty-horse en- 
gin. Obristians often innocently ask me 
who Bruno was. When I say ‘‘ Christians 
burned him,” they know nothing of the 
matter. Some deny it. One minister 
said the Catholics burned him. ‘‘ Yes,” 
said I, ‘‘ but Catholica are Christians.” 
My position here as a manufacturer has 
its influence on many who two years ago 
were believers, but now are quite well 
posted on Freethought. B. F. P. 


It Is a Fair Question. 
TRINIDAD, CoL., June 14, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Knowing that editors do 
not always know how to run a paper to 
please all their subscribers, and believing 
you will receive: kindly the following ad- 
verse criticism, I make bold enough to 
present it: 

I am a subscriber, and but for the one 
exception am well pleased with THe TRUTH 
SEEKER. I receive daily two newspapers 
that furnish all the politics (free silver and 
tariff) I want, and at much less cost per 
word than Tue Truru SEEKER, and in 
subscribing for the latter I did it for the 
Freethought literature it contained. Do 
you not think your subscribers generally 
take it for the same reason? 

Respectfully, W. E. CHARLTON. 


For Free Discussion. 
LEAVENWORTH, KAN., June 28, 1894. 

Go. MACDONALD: Go ahead. You hav 
the same right to air your opinions in Tue 
Truru SEEKER that other contributorg 
hav. Ifnot, why not? To bea brother 
of the editor is a serious misfortune, I ad- 
mit, but not a crime. The more you smash 
the graven images of the religious and po- 
litical idolaters, and the harder you thrust 
the frauds and humbugs of the day with 
thet free lance of yours, the better you 
serve the cause of Liberalism. We want 
no padlocks on Liberal lips. 

I hav taken THE TRUTH Srexer twenty- 
one and a half years, and hav never once 
thought of giving the editor any advice 
about running it. S. R. SHEPHERD. 


From the Tented Field, 

_ Lon Permas, Tex., June 21, 1894, 

Mr. Eprron: Although not a direct sub- 
scriber, I am an ardent admirer of your 
paper.’ You will be agreeably surprised 
to learn the number of Liberals there are 
in the army ofthe United States. The 
only cause that I attribute this to is 
that they (the soldiers, having time to 
think and educate themselvs, hav plenty 
of evidence of the insanity of religion in 
all its stages from Deism down to Cathol- 
ieism. The army is composed of repre- 
sentativs of all classes, from the lowest 
and most ignorant Catholic to the highest 
and most enlightened Atheist. The one 
copy of Tux TRUTH SEEKER coming to 
this post is in circulation from the time it 
arrives until five or six weeks afterwards, 

Excuse writing, as it was done in the 
field. OTTO GrasER. 


Under the Standard of the Popnlists. 
Bonn, Kan., June 27, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3 for 
the renewal of my son, F. O. Hell- 
strom’s, subscription. He has not been 
home here for a long time, but as the 
paper continues to come I will pay for it. 

I agree with George Macdonald’s views 
on tariff and finance and am quite sur- 
prised to see that men calling themselvs 
Freethinkers can object to having those 
questions fairly discussed, 

The People's party is in the field, not 
only ready but eager for the fray, and 
will certainly down the cowardly pluto- 
cratic crowd. It stands for the plain peo- 
ple on principles which recognize no dis- 
tinction of sex or creed. The Democrets 
and Republicans stand for plutocrats’ dol- 
lars and privileges and they long ago lost 
all principle. RUDOLPH HELLSTROM, 


A Conntry Editor With Backbone. ` 
Lewiston, Micu., June 18, 1894, 

MR. Eprron: Inclosed find $3, for which 
please extend my subscription. I hang 
your exquisit paper in the editorial room 
near the door, where all comers, preachers 
and women included, cannot fail to behold 
the striking, edifying, and mirth-making 
pictures. The preacher looked over one 


of them and of course saw 2t a glance that 
it was not fit.literature for poor, degener- 
ate man and now reads them no more. I 
scatter the paper al! through the town and 
its name is fast becoming the same sound 
of horror to the holy as the name of Paine 
and the other noble men we revere. 

I imitate the style of Frederick the 
Great by letting the church people say 
what they like, and I never fail to speak 
loudly in defense of the skeptic and Sun- 
day baseball. I advertise the church 
social and Freethought in the same col- 
umn. My brother editors hav got tired 
roasting me for Sabbath desecration. 

' J. H. PINKERTON. 


With Hope and Trust. 
ALTOONA, Pa., June 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I am a Freethinker of the 
most pronounced type, and I regret only 
my inability to aid in your glorious work 
of leading the blind and superstitious into 
the light of day. 

I rejoice in your fight against those 
fanatics of the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union and other societies of a 
similar character; they all belong to the 
same gang, and are making strenuous 
efforts to hav that august personage of 
theirs recognized in the Constitution, 

The articles published in your valuable 
paper from time to time on Church Taxa- 
tion are grand and to the point, and I hope 
and trust Freethinkers to a man will fight 
this out to & successful issue. 

JosErH MEALS. 


Is the Object of Prayer. 
Macon, Ga., June 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $6, 
for which you will please send the books 
named. Iam trying to spread the ‘‘ glad 
tidings" as far as my purse aud ability 
will permit. I hav been the special object 
of prayer in two of the churches here, and 
as their God would not enswer their 
prayers by converting me, they have com- 
menced their old tactics—viz., vitupera- 
tion and persecution, as you can see by 
the paper I send you. This is the minister 
that gained some notoriety by strict alle- 
giance to the old Pauline theology, ‘‘ Suf- 
fer not a woman to speak or teach in the 
church,” at a reunion of the Northern 
and Southern Baptists held in Atlanta 
last year. He is evidently very narrow- 
minded, and on this account I shall not 
reply to his sermon. 

Send a few sample tracts that I can 
cheaply distribute, something  effectiv. 
With best wishes for the rapid enlighten- 
ment of mankind (Tug TRUTH SzzxER's 
mission), Iam, yours fraternally, 

W. W. FnaNES. 


Do Not Forget ' This Man. 
CoaniNG, ALA., June 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Will you allow me space 
to inform the voters of Alabama who may 
see this what sort of a man W. E. Fitts, 
of Tuscaloosa, Ala., is? He is on the 
Democratic ticket for attorney-general- of 
the state and the election comes off in Au- 
gust. I was a state witness in a prosecu- 
tion and he tried to keep me from testify- 


ing because, he alleged, I was an Infidel;: 


that I had circulated a blasphemous paper 
that caricatured the Bible and made fun 
of the Christian religion; that I and all 
such are not far enough removed from 
barbarism to swear against a fellow-man. 
Now, the race will be a close one and a 
few votes lost and ‘he is left out. A man 
who would deprive another of his rights 
would deprive him of his property and is 
not fit for any office. So I hope those 
seeing this will do their best to defeat him, 
for he appealed the case and said he would 
carry it to the Supreme Court, and as it is 
not settled yet, he may succeed in depriv- 
ing me of my rights. Yethg never offered 
to attack my character, only my religion. 
Ihad been assaulted one night by a hard 
character with knuckles, and I was the 
only witness, but he showed the knuckles 
and told what he had done a few minutes 
after the fuss. H. J. Warp. 


Suggestions With Point and Pith. 

New Ortzans, La., May 28, 1894. 
Mr. Enprron: As inventors are usually 
investigators, mailing sample copies to 
their addresses, obtained from the patent 
office reports, might increase the subscrip- 
tion lists of Freethought. journals. Mail- 
ing sample copies to writers whose ad- 


dresses are attached to correspondence in 
our daily papers might also be good, 
Being investigators, they would probably 
be liberal-minded enough to investigate 
Freethought. Their general intelligence 
and ability to write for the press would 
make them specially valuable converts, 

If Freethinkers in every locality fur- 
nished lists of addresses of all members of 
debating clubs, members of Unitarian 
churches, Spiritualists, and other **hope- 
fuls,” to whom sample copies could be 
sent, it might help much. j 

Judiciously distributing sample copies 
is a hundredfold better than sowing them 
broadcast. 

If Freethinkers would stand at the exit 
as debating clubs, Spiritualist, Theosoph- 


| ist, Unitarian, and other liberally inclined 


meetings dismiss and hand each person a 
sample copy (as Y hav often done), they 
might aid both in disseminating ‘Free- 
thought ideas and in getting subscribers 
for these publications. 

These suggestions may aid some who 
wish to work in adopting methods increas- 
ing the efficiency of their work. 

D. WEBSTER Gon, . 


A Poor Kind of Brotherly Love. 
New Yonz, June 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been told time and 
again thàt insane people are not conscious 
of suffering and that they are not capable 
of knowing right from wrong, Let me 
state some facts: Willard Asylum is yery 
likely the best institution of its kind in the 
state. Some twelve or fifteen years ago a 
young man died there broken-hearted. 
Some few weeks previousto his death he was 
informed that on a certain day a Sunday- 
school party, of which his brother was one 
of the teachers, would pass down the main 
road to the lake to go on a steamboat ex- 
eursion. As there is only a wooden fence 
dividing the grounds from the main road 
the insane patient went to the roadside at 
the appointed time to see his brother and 
be seen. Imagin, if you can, what must 
hav been the feelings of him who was 
hoping for a few kind words from his 
brother, from one who was of the same 
flesh and blood, nursed and cared for by 
the same loving mother, as the company, 
intent on their day of pleasure, fullof joy 
aud happiness, passed along. One among 
them, a teacher of brotherly love, is so in- 
human as not to hava kind word for his 
own brother, but passes by in full view of 
him aud disdains to recognize him, Are 
such men capable of being good religious 
teachers? These are facts made known by 
those who were eye-witnesses. 

WinniaM MEESE, 


^ —Ü. 
A Very Surprising Assertion, 
New Haven, Mion., June 20, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Says the Christian Wit- 
ness and Advocate of June 14th: ‘There 
is scarcely a vital spiritual doctrin that is 
not assailed by those who owe all they are 
and all they hav to the doctrins they . 
assail.” Very bad policy for them, to be 
sure. The Witness's statement is surpris- 
ing, to say the least, in view of the fact 
that, since the time of Constautine, these 
“vital spiritual" doctrins hav, by judi- 
cious management, been the means of 
sustaining and ministering to the appetites 
of a host of shiftless priests and preachers 
and reducing the common herd to the 
requisit degree of ignorance and gub- 
mission. It is certainly not the fault of 
the church that the dark ages stopped 
where they did. By the way, who are 
these people who, having built for them- 
selvs comfortable nests in the theological 
tree, are foolish enough to knock the bot- 
toms out of them by repudiating the 
tenets of Christianity? Do they number 
among them Baker, Watson, Moody, or. 
the oily-tongued Talmage? Scarcely. 
Imagin the surprise of one of T. De Witt’s 
audiences, composed chiefly of people who 
lay up treasures on earth and manage to 
keep them reasonably secure from thieves 
and moths, if instead of gushing about 
celestial streets built on the monometallist 
plan, paraded by numerous heavenly 
string bands, and about angels who spend 
their time congratulating the ‘‘ Lamb” 
on his success in holding down the great 
white throne forever and ever, the rever- 
end gentleman should declare the falsity 
of the flood story, wonder how the serpent 
navigated before it was sentenced to go on 
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. its belly, and criticise Jehovah’s manner 
of showing his love for the human race by 
damning multitudes of unenlightened and 
therefore innocent heathens after ordering 
their wholesale slaughter by his Jew favor- 
its. How long would it be before Mr. 
Talmage would cease to hav ‘‘the world 
for his audience” and the Tabernacle 
fire be regarded as a manifestation of 
«divine wrath? ? Be assured that no 
such blunder will be made. The Chris- 
tian religion is not falling to decay because 
of traitors in its ranks, but because it is a 
fraud and must go down before the attacks 
ef those who know the truth and are not 
afraid to speak it. A TROTE SEEKER. 


Worth More for Good than Politicians, 
Granp CovnzE, Wasu., June 18, 1894. 
“Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $6.50, for 

which send me Putnam’s ** Four Hundred 

Years of Freethought," and extend my 

subscription for Tue Traore SEEKER. 

Times are hard and money scarce; still, 

we must all hav ** Four Hundred Years of 

Freethought” and Tum TRUTH SEEKER, 

' which will do more to make times better 
than all the politicians in the country. 
Please put America La Follette’s name 

in “Four Hundred Years.” . 

f . J. H. La FOoOLLETTE. 

Progress of the Cause in Milwaukee. 

MinwAUEKER, Wis., June 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I wish to report progress 
in regard to Freethought in our city. We 
hav just closed Liberal Olub meetings for 
the season until the ist of October. They 
hav been well attended and more interest 
was manifested than ever before, although 
we hav held these meetings for the last eight 
years.. I will state here that we hav a free 
platform—no subject barred—and we hay 
discussions following each lecture, so that 
anyone hears all sides of all questions, and 
inthat way there is a greater chance to ar- 
rive at the truth. I will giv a list of some 
of the subjects we hav had before our 
meeting: ‘‘Our Banking System a Confi- 
dence Game;" ‘‘Railroads;” ‘‘ Where Was 

Man and What was He Doing Before the 

Deluge?" ‘‘Woman as an Industrial Fac- 
tor?’ ''Theosophy;" ‘Abolition of the 

Presidency and the Senate;” '' Russian 

Methods in Milwaukee;” *' Recollections 

of Europe;” ‘‘The Plea. of Insanity;” 

** Citizenship and the Dangers of the Re- 

public;” ** Holland and the Hollanders;” 

**Man, Politics, and Religion, and What 

of the American Protectiv Association?” 

**Qorporations and  'Trusts;' ‘‘ Some 

Clerical and Editorial Oriticisms;” '''The 

Authenticity of the Story of the Oruci- 

fixion of Ohrist;” ‘‘ Landlords, Industrial 

Slavery, and the Single Tax;" ‘‘ Growth 

of the Tolerant Idea in Religion;” ‘‘Is 

Carlisle Justified in Issuing Bonds?” 

** Qatholies in the Public Schools;” **Does 

Spiritualism Make People Better?" ** Mod- 

ern fipirituslism;" '** American Protectiv 

Association and Politics;" **Some of the 

Reforms of the Day from a Woman's 

Standpoint;' ‘‘Talk on  Theosophy;" 
“Rev. Mr. Pitsworth on the Authenticity 
of the Story of the Orucifixion of Christ;” 
** Hioonomie. Evolution:” '* E, G. Oom- 
Stock's Reply to Rev. Mr. Pitsworth;" 
** Corporation Problem;" ‘‘ Reformation, 
Not Punishment for Orime;” ‘‘ Comstock 
and Pitsworth Discussion;" ‘‘ After the 
Coxey Movement, What?" ‘‘The Coming 
Woman Already Here." 

You will see from this list that we hav 
had a great variety. of subjects calculated 
to interest the people. Our meetings are 
in such favor here that they are well re- 
ported in the different papers of the city, 
so that they are read by thousands who 
did not attend the meetings. I would 
earnestly recommend that other cities get 
up some meetings ona similar plan. It 
can be done where there are afew Lib- 
erals to take hold and conduct them. 
There never was a time before in our city 


when Freethought was so prevalent as: 


now, and I believe our Liberal Olub 
meetings hav done a great work in Liber- 
alizing the people. A. B. SEVERANCE. 
[In one réspect our Milwaukee friends 
` are more fortunate than is the Manhattan 
Liberal Club: They hav the aid of their 
city press in the work of disseminating 
progressiv ideas. Here it is very rarely 
the case that our local papers mention our 
regular meetings, though the Olub has 
bad many of the best Liberal and reform 
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speakers on its platform, and the debates 
are interesting.—Ep. T. S.] 


An Open Letter to the ** Napoleon of 
Politics.^? 

DzrnPHos, O., June 26, x. v. 294. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose a copy of an 
open letter to Governor McKinley. As he 
is a prospectiv candidate for president, 
and seems to be training with the God-in- 
the-Constitution party, it strikes me that it 

ought to be generally known. 

B. A. RorosoN. 

DzzPnzuos, O., June 25, 1894. 
Hon. Wurm MoKriwLiEx, Columbus, 
O., Dear Governor: It is reported in the. 


Cincinnati Commercial Gazette that, in. 


your speech at the commencement exer- 
cises of the Ohio Wesleyan University, at 


Delaware, O., on the 21st inst, among 


other very pious things, you said: ''I 
believe that the bnilding of Christian 
character is quite as important as to hav 
the well-stored head, and also to hav 
Christian statesmen is to hav Christian 
citizens, and that will make itself felt in 
your halls of legislation,” : 

As to your personal opinion of the great 
importance of Christian character I hav no 
objection. But most really great men and 
women of this age believe that a vast 
amount of information is of greater impor- 
tance than a vast amount of faith in relig- 
ious dogmas; that knowledge is the prime 
cause of the great advancement of man- 
kind during the last three or four centu- 
ries. 

Daring the ten centuries immediately 
prior to this era of human progress the 
Christian character of most of the rulers 
in Europe was unimpeachable. If they did 
not hav a Christian character they had no 
character; and by reason of the former 
they came near having the Jattér.. : 

But while you hav the right as well as I 
to your personal opinion upon this sub- 
ject, the sentiment of the latter part of the 
sentence quoted cannot be too severely 
condémned. In cther words, you advise 
the people to elect to our legislativ halls 
Christian statesmen, and promis if they 
do that thesé Christian statesmen will see 
to it that the citizens will become Chris- 
tians and that Christianity will make itself 
felt in our halls of legislation. "There is 
no doubt that your promises, in part 
at least, would be fulfilled if the people 
followed your advice. If the citizens did 
notbecome Christian, judging from history 
and the actions and declarations of Chris- 
tian bigots to-day, these Christian states- 
men would, by means of penal laws, com- 
pel the citizens to act as though they were 
Ohristians. The land would be filled with 
religious bypocrits seeking for office. But 
it may be you agree with T. P. Stevenson, 
eorresponding secretary of the National 
Reform Association and formerly editor 
of tlie Christian Statesman, who, in an 
address a few years ago, said: ''If it be 
objected that men -would become hypo- 
crits to obtain office, we can only say that 
the hypocrisy which abstains from blas- 
phemy and licentiousness, and conforms 
the outward life to the morality of the 
Christian religion, is a species of hypoc- 
risy which we are exceedingly anxious to 
cultivate.” . 

There is no doubt that Christian 
statesmen would make Ohristianity felt 
in our halls of legislation. Oonstantine 
was the first Ohristian statesman with 
power to enforce his religious opinions 
upon others. It was he who caused the 
assassination of his own son. It was he 
who caused the murder of his own wife, 
the partner of twenty years of wedlock, 
the mother of his surviving children, by 
suffocation in a hot bath. It was he who 
cut the throat of his twelve-year-old 
nephew, and was unmoved by the tears of 
his favorit sister, pleading for the life of a 
son, After having seven members of his 
family put to death in cold blood and 
been guilty of every crime from assassina- 
tion to wholesale massacre, he called 
together the Christian world at the council 
of Nice. Remember, he was a Obristian 
statesman. He obtained and held the 
reins of government because of an alliance 
with the Christians of Rome. In 321, to 
please the church and ‘‘to make it felt in 
the halls of legislation,” he issued the 
famous edict commanding judges, towns- 
people, and mechanics to rest ‘‘on the 
venerable day of the sun.” ‘The best 


thing we oan say of bim is that be is dead, 


But not being satisfied with the crimes 
committed in life, by his last will he in- 
structed his children to massacre his 
brothers and their children, and in carry- 
ing out these instructions two only 
escaped, six being murdered. 

It was a Ohristian statesman who 
founded and maintained the Spanish In- 
quisition, where thousands met death by 
tortare for daring to express, or even to 
ba suspected of entertaining, an opinion 
on religious subjects different from the 
statesmen’s. It was Christian statesmen 
who instigated the Orusades, in which 
millions of human beings lost their lives. 


And their only object was the advancement 
of Obristianity. Every soldier carried a 
The 
Thirty Years’ War was the offspring of 
If it had not 
been for Christian statesmen the heretic- 


cross a8 an emblem of his religion. 
Christian statesmanship. 


hunts would not be & matter of history. 


It was they who inspired the invention of 
instruments to torture heretics, the most 
effeotiv Christian arguments ever promul- 
Christian statesmanship caused 
the massacre of St. Bartholomew; during 
seven days of the slaughter no less than 
thirty thousand human beings fell victims 
They 
were Christian statesmen who extermi- 
nated the Albigenses, the most prosperous 
people of France, and laid waste its best 
and most productiv soil. Christian states- 
manship is responsible for the execution 
of hundreds of thousands of innocent 
persons for the alleged crime of witch- 
It was nothing else that caused 
the great witch-hunt in New England in 
1692, which was ended only when the jails 
The perse- 
cution of Galileo and the banishment of 
Roger Williams are mild examples of 
The ashes of 
Bruno, John Huss, Michael Servetus, and 
thousands more who hav been burned at 
the stake, for heresy, a crime manufac- 
tured by Christian statesmen with Chris- 
loudly against 
I do not object to a gentlemen be- 
ing chosen for an office simply because he 
It is the selec- 
tion of legislators because they are Ohris- 
tians and in order that they make Chris- 


gated. 


to the treachery of the Christians. 


craft. 
would hold no more victims. 


Christian statesmanship. 


tian characters, speak 
them. 


happens to be a Christian, 


tianity felt in the halls of legislation, 
against which I raise my voice. 
Nor ia this all 


rules in the affairs of government.” You 
the founders of our federal government, 
together with all its officers down to this 


founded. If you really believe what you 
say, why do you not abdicate the office you 
now hold and giv the gubernatorial chair 
to the real governor? Or do you enter- 


the National Reform Association, the ex- 
press, primary object of which has been, 


authority and power in civil government. 


association, there was simultaneously in- 
troduced in the House and Senate of the 
United States a joint resolution propos- 
ing such an amendment to the Constitu- 


tion, and that there were so few favored 


the idea that it was never reported from 
either committee to which it was referred, 
You were mistaken when you told the 
people of Delaware that all men recognize 
that God rules in the affairs of government. 
You must hav been thinking of the times 
before Washington, certainly not from 
Washington's time till now. Thisis nearly 
the close of the nineteenth century; the 
people are somewhat enlightened; the old 
idea was that the power to govern came 
from beyond the clouds; that the source 
of all authority in the affairs of men lay 
somewhere in the skies; kings sat upon 
their thrones by divine right. They were 
answerable only to the gods from whom 
they derived their authority. The people 
were not citizans bat, sabjacts; they ha 


You are reported as 
saying in connection with the above which 
I hav quoted that ‘‘all men from Wash- 
ington down hav recognized that God 


evidently meant to be understood that all 


day, believed that the Christian God rules 
in the affairs of our government. It is a 
pity that the governor of the great state of 
Ohio knows so little of the fundamental 
principles upon which our government is 


tain the idea that you occupy your office 
by divine right? You evidently train with 


ever since its organization, to cause our 
federal Constitution to be so amended as 
to acknowledge God as the source of all 


You ought to be aware that in January 
last, at the request of the officers of this 
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no voice in the affairs of government. 
They were supposed to be owned by the 
king. The right to rule not being de- 
rived from the people, the people had no ` 
rights which the king was bound to re- 
spect. - 

The founders of our government be- 
lieved that individuals had some rights, 
that nature made all men equal.. They 
denied that any person had the divine 
right or that any deity had the right 
to rule -over them. They concluded that 
they had the right to govern themselvs, 
and in the grandest political document the 
world ever saw, they declared that ‘‘ gov- 
ernments are institnted among men, de- 
riving their just powers from the consent 
of thegoverned.” Upon this principle our 
Constitution was adopted. Our fathers 
caused to be placed upon the reverse side 
of the great seal of the United States 
these words, Novus Ordo Seculorum— 
“A New Order of Things.” They *'re- 
tired the gods from politics” and en- 
throned the people as king. 

Now, after a century of unprecedented 
prosperity, you declare to these young men 
and women who are about to begin their 
careers of activ life that the people are not 
the source of political power, that God 
rules in the affairs of government, You 
reassert the divine right of those who 
rule and propose to establish the old order 
of things, to take a long step backward, a 
step toward despotism. You would hav 
Christian statesmen chosen who would 
make Christianity felt in our halls of legis- 
lation. You would connect church and 
state in all its hideousness. 

* Your utterances encourage such men as 
Rev. E. B. Graham, one of the vice- 
presidents of the National Reform Associa- 
tion, who, in an address advocating the con- 
nection of church and state as reported in 
the Christian Statesman a few years ago, 
said: ‘‘We might add in all justice, if the 
opponents of the Bible do not like our 
government and Ohristian features, let 
them go to some wild, desolate land, and 
in the name of the devil, and for the. sake 
of the devil, subdue it, set up a govern- 
ment of their own on Infidel and Atheistic 
ideas, and then if they can stand it, stay 
there till they die.” 

Listen to another vice-president of this 
association, Jonathan Edwards, D.D., 
who in one of its conventions held in 
New York city, in speaking upon this sub- 
ject, said: ‘‘What are the rights of the 
Atheist? * * * I would tolerate him as 
I would a conspirator. The Atheist is a 
dangerous man. Atheism and 
Ohristianity are contradictory terms, 
They are incompatible systems. They 
cannot dwell together on the same conti- 
nent.” i : 

Remember, all the leaders of the National 
Reform Association are would-be Ohristian 
Statesmen. Every one. They would 
banish to some desolate island all who do 
not believe as they do ou religious subjects, 
and let them ‘‘stay there till they die.” 

1f your theory should be carried into 
effect there would be laws against heresy, 
laws against blasphemy, laws against the 
utterance of honest thoughts. The free- 
dom of speech and of the press would be 
demolished. There could be no books or 
papers published which should attack this 
superstition. Sunday mail, Sunday papers, 
and Sunday recreation would be prohib- 
ited. The Dark Ages would return, and 
as has been said by the grandest man on 
earth to-day, ‘Our land would be filled 
with theological spies, with religious 
eavesdroppers, and all the snakes and rep- 
tils of the lowest natures, in this sunshine 
of religious authority, would uncoil and 
crawl.” f 

Let us follow the advice of Garfield: 
‘The divorce between church and state 
should be absolute.” 

- Let us hold fast to the sublime decla- 
ration of Lincoln; let us insist that this 

Republic is a government ‘‘ of the people, 
by the people, for the people.” 

B. A. Rotoson. . 


ro ————————— 


REPLYING to a letter sent him by the 
Anti-Gambling League protesting against 
horse racing, premier Rosebery says: ‘y 
position is simply this: Like Cromwell, 
whose official position was higher than 
mine, and the strictness of whose princi- 
ples cannot be questioned, I possess a few 
race horses, and I am glad when ore of 
these happens to be a good one," 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
Piver, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


1 


Very Good Times. 


“ The best time I can recollect,” 
Said the boy from across the street. 

" Was when we played the Spartan nine, 
The day that our side beat.” 


“ My best fun was & year ago," 
Said the boy who never will fight, 

*' When father and I went fishing once, 
And slept outdoors all night." 


” Well.” said the boy from the corner house, 
* The joliest time for me. 
Was the summer they took me on a yacht, 
And we lived six weeks at sea.” 


= And tbe greatest fun I ever had," 
Said the boy who livs next door, 

" Was sailing down the river once, 
And camping out on shore.” 


"The very best time I ever had,” 
Said the boy with the reddish hair, 
" Was in Chicago last July— 
The time I went to the Fair.” 


“Tt seems to me,” said the lazy boy 
(And his cap he thoughtfully thumps), 
“That the very best time in all my life, 
Was the weck I had the mumps.” 
—E. L. Eylwester, in St. Nicholas. 


A Visit to Salt Lake City. 
[CoNCLUDED. ] 

After sunset the entire building is illum- 
inated with 1,250 electric lights arranged 
ornamentally, and when viewed from the 
shore in the darkness it presents a brilliant, 
dazzling appearance. 

During the afternoon the waters around 
the pavilion were swarming with bathers, 
who seemed to enjoy themselvs exceed- 
ingly, men and women mingling together 
like school children on their play-ground. 

My boy and I, wishing to participate in 
the enjoyment of the bath, went to the 
office, obtained bathing suits, and, ina few 
minutes, we were plunging in the waters 
of the Great Salt Lake. The water of the 
lake is so very buoyant that the bather 
cannot sink; he may float and toss about 
like a cork in a tub of water, but he can 
not sink, and he need hav no fear of being 
bitten by any fish cr other water animal, 
as no living thing is found in the lake. 
It is said that the extreme saltness of the 
water is fatal to the existence of all animal 
life. Salt Lake is a beautiful sheet of 
water, resembling, in some measure, Loch 
Lomond in Scotland, but of much greater 
extent. It is said to be eighty miles long 
and fifty miles wide, and its greatest known 
depth is sixty feet. Unlike Loch Lomond 
the islande of the lake and surrounding 
mountains are not covered with the ‘‘ bon- 
nie, blooming heather,” so peculiar to the 
hills and glens of Scotland, but with the 
wild sagebrush so common to the Rocky 
mountain region of this country. 

As before stated, two concerts were 
given, one at 4 and the other at 8 P.™m. ; we 
attended both and, as a matter of course, 
it was late (10 r.m.) when we, with thou- 
eands of others, left the lake and returned 
by train to the city. 

Next day being Sunday we attended re- 
ligious service in the Tabernacle, where the 
same choir that gave the concerts at the 
Jake the previous day conducted the sing- 
ing. The choir consisted of two hundred 
and fifty voices. The tabernacle stands 
on what is known as temple block, near 
the beautiful temple recently completed. 
It isa large, plain building, oval shaped, 
with a seating capacity of twelve thousand, 
and on this occasion there must hav been 
eight or nine thousand people present. 
The speaker’s discourse was chiefly an ex- 
hortation to obedience. The great organ, 
30x33 feet, and 48 feet high, is placed at 
the west end of the building, and the seats 
on each side of it are occupied by the 
choir. Four rows of seats in front of the 
organ are occupied by church dignitaries, 
indicating the different degrees or orders 
to which the occupants belong, thus mak- 
ing a distinction by creating a higher and 
lower order of the priesthood. But 
whether such distinction exists in the 
realms above, your correspondent know- 
eth not. 

The temple is a magnificent} building, 


and will probably long remain the pride 
and glory of the adherents of the Mormon 
religion. Above the main entrance on the 
east end the following inscription ap- 
pears: ‘‘ Holiness tothe Lord. Commenced 
April 6, 1853, finished April 6, 1898." Itis 
built of solid granit, and the dimensions, 
as given by a local publication, are as fol- 
lows: Length, 186 feet; width, 99 feet; 
hight of walls, 167 feet; thickness of walls 
at bottom, 9 feet; thickness of walls at top, 
6 feet. There are six towers, three on the 
east and three on the west end of the 
structure; hight to top of highest spire, 
2221 feet; the whole resting on a footing 
walli6 feet thick and 8 feet deer. The 
interior of the temple is said to be most 
elegantly furnished. It is not used for 
public meetings, but for some secret re- 
ligious rites and ceremonies. The Book of 
Mormon, they say, does not antagonize or 
conflict with the scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments, but being, they claim, a 
divine revelation, is merely additional or 
supplementary thereto. 

I fear Iam increasing this communica- 
tion to an undue extent, and must there- 
fore be as brief as possible. 

On Wednesday morning, August 30th, 
we bade farewell to Salt Lake City, taking 
the train for Denver, Col., where we ar- 
rived the following morning. Denver is a 
beautiful city with elegant stone and brick 
buildings, and a splendid union depot 
which was destroyed by fire a few days 
ago. It was said to be one of the finest 
railway depots in the country; everything 
was provided for the comfort and conven- 
jence of the traveling public. We re- 
mained in Denver one day only, and took 
the train for Omaha in the evening. At 
daylight next morning we found ourselvs 
once more on the fertil plainsof Nebraska, 
which afford a striking contrast to the 
Rocky mountains of Wyoming, Utah, and 
Colorado. About 4 o’clock in the after- 
noon of the same day we arrived in Omaha, 
having been absent twelve days, seven of 
which was spent in Salt Lake City and one 
in Denver. It was not without feelings of 
regret that we left the mountain scenery 
so early and returned again to the duties 
of every-day life. R. 8. C. 


————  À— À— — 
Correspondence. 


BunDpxssuna, O., May 20, 1894. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: As it has been some 
time since I last wrote to the Corner, I 
now avail myself of the opportunity. 

My father bas taken THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Iam always pleased when I see various 
letters from the young Freethinkers. It 
is right that their minds be kept from re- 
ligions superstition. There is no church 
in this town; if there were I do not know 
who would attend, for this little place is 
not inhabited by religious people. á 

I hav been going to school. I study 
history, aritametic, algebra, physiology, 
grammar, geography, and spelling. We 
hav only seven months of school in a year, 
but would like it better if we had more. 

I hav one brother; his name is Otis. His 
age in seventeen. Š 

I hav some house plants. Among them 
are an oleander tree and a petunia, which 
are very nice. My petunia is in bloom. 

I hav heard Prof. Geo. P. Rudolph, ex- 
priest, twice, and I enjoyed the lectures 
very much. I hope to hear him again. 

I hav been corresponding with Miss 
Grace A. Miller, Osceola, 8. Dak., who has 
written a letter that appeared in Tur 
TRUTH SrEkER, March 24, 1894. I am in 
hopes of getting another one of her letters 
before long. 

Now I will close, with many good wishes 
for the Freethinkers, both young and 
old. Let the light shine, and Libertv be 
our motto. Lura M. Fewnrron. 


[There will be always light in Bundys- 
burg while Lura claims that place as 
home.—Ep. C. C.] 


CORTLAND, O., Max 20, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I hay been wishing 
to write to the Corner for a long time, and 
my papa and mamma wanted me to write 
to-day. I am lame and I can never 
walk without crutches. I was blind two 
years and papa took me to a great doctor 
in Cleveland, and he opened my eyes, so I 
can see quite well. I am eleven years old 
and go to the Cortland high school. I 
study reading, spelling, sounds, parts of 
speech, arithmetic, and geography. I hav 
six brothers and sisters. Papaisa Liberal 
and takes Tur TRUTH SEEKER. Wego out 
riding on Sundays, and when we get back 
we go up to the mill and look at books and 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER. Papa ownsa spoke 
and handle factory. My brother Roy has 
a bicycle. He isa very little boy too, to 
ride with big boys. My three sisters are 


going to hav safeties in a week, while I re- 
ceive a tricycle, for I cannot ride their 
wheels. My little sister Flossie has a doll 
and she calls it Susan. Papa tells me to 
say that he has only one church member 
at work in his mill for him and he is the 
only one of the men who drinks whisky. 
Papa reads lots of books and tells us all 
about evolution, and how men were bar- 
barians once. As my letter is getting long 
I will close. Hoping to see this letter in 
print, Your affectionate friend, 
Carri A. Parsons. 


[A good letter. One thing is. evident; 
Carrie has a good papa and mamma, and 
she is very bright to be in the high school 
at her age.—Ep, OC. C.] 


HovsvoN, NEB., April 4, 1894. 

Eprror CHILDREN’S Corner: While read- 
ing Tux TRUTH SEEKER I never skip the 
Children’s Corner. In the issue of March 
24th I find an article, signed by Walter 
W. Clark, concerning the greatness of 
Washington, and that among other deeds 
of valor, or, if you please, as one proof of 
his greatness, he conquered himself. Did 
he? In the first place, what constitutes 
true greatness? Do we not find the an- 
swer in these lines: ‘‘ Great is the slayer 
of lions, greater the conqueror of nations, 
greatest, he who conquers himself.” If 
Washington really did this, he was cer- 
tainly, not only great, but one of the 
greatest of men. 

From my earliest childhood I was taught 
to reverence the names of Washington and 
Jesus. The light and reason of maturer 
years hav served to cool my enthusiasm 
and lessen my respect for both gentlemen. 
I hav no wish to detract anything from 
the fame of the father of his country that 
justly belongs to him—‘‘Honor to whom 
honor is due”—but it seems to me his 
worth has been overestimated. 

George Washington was an aristocrat, a 
land monopolist, and a slaveholder; while 
leading the armies in defense of human 
liberty he was himself a dealer in human 
flesh and blood; he was president of a 
lottery company; in short, he and his very 
aristocratic family belonged to a circle 
which would be styled to-day the ‘‘select 
four hundred.” 

But now I come to something which, if 
true, puts all the foregoing away in the 
shade. A little more than a year ago a 
remnant of a newspaper fell into my hands. 
In an idle moment I glanced over the 
items left intact and found the following, 
which I will reproduce in my own words, 
for the reason that I cannot remember the 
exact words used by the writer. The 


‘| facts, if facts they were, burned themselvs 


into my brain never to be effaced. An old 
letter had come to light, written by Wash- 
ington to his aged mother away back -in 
colonial days. It was in reply to an appeal 
from her for help and means to make her 
last days more comfortable. She was liv- 
ing in a tumble-down shanty; the roof let 
in ‘the sunshine and the rain,” the sides 
the piercing blasts of winter; she lacked 
proper clothing and was suffering from 
rheumatism, and asked her son, the father 
of his country, to let her come to his own 
house to spend her remaining days. His 
answer was, that, while he was very sorry 
that the roof leaked, and he would send a 
carpenter down to repair the same, it was 
quite impossible for him to receive her 
into his house as a member of his family 
for various reasons, one of which was that 
Mrs. Washington (his wife) would not con- 
sent to the old ladv appearing at the table, 
as they entertained a great deal of com- 
pany; this could hav been fixed up if they 
had been able to furnish the poor old 
mother with & spare room, where she 
sould be kept out of sight, but all their 
spare rooms were occupied by guests. He 


closed by signing himself her ‘‘ dutiful |. 


son. 

I hav no clue to the name of the paper 
in which this appeared, but it was evi- 
dently a woman’s paper, where published 
I know not. 

Now, what I wish to say is this: If the 
foregoing is true, and I am of the opinion 
itis, George Washington never conquered 
himself; his pride and tbat of his wife rose 
like a mountain between him and the poor, 
feeble old mother to whom he owed his 
being. Shameful, disgraceful, contempt- 
ible beyond all comparison. In the face 
of this hideous wrong his greatness oozes 
out into nothingness and becomes like 
the story of the cherry tre and his little 
hatchet—a myth of the past. I am told 
that the Freethinkers claim him as theirs. 
If this is true, the less they boast of it the 
better, for he is certainly no credit to their 
ranks. E. R. LAMBRIGGER. 

J. M. Peck of Ottumwa, Iowa, writes: 
“I think the Corner a great and good 
thing for children, and no damage to old 
age. I read it every week with as much 
interest as though we were relativs. I 
hope you may liv to a good old age. I 
will never forget our meeting at Chicago.” 

[We thank our good friend for his 


kind interest in our work, and we shall 


always hope to merit his good opinion, 
We hope the remainder of his days may be 
crowned with peace and plenty.—E».C.0.] ` 


SS NRE M ME 
The Food Exposition 


is an educator for housekeepers. You are 
not obliged to attend it ‘to appreciate the 
value of Borden’s Peerless Evaporated 
Cream. Your Grocer can supply you; 
always ready; uniform results assured. 
Insist upon having Borden’s. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. T1- 
lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 
oman: Four Centuries of Progress, 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper,.10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance, 
12mo, 300 PP., $1. . 
And Other Stories for 


84 pages. 


Apples of Gold. 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’. Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially Prepared. and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By oka E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World?s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. ' 

Religion a Cnrse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argnment Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 


Handbook of Freethonght. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
qua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the ps of Philanthropy. and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. . i 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide» to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth. $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesns. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents . 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Cloth, gai leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethonght. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delnsion. One of Otto. Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 

, fists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inqnirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. A ] 

Woman: Fonr Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper. 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 


.Fonr Hundred Years of Freethonght. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book. 
copant „Pinding, over one hundred por- 
‘traits, 5. : 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE a 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added,  ' 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D 
Fourth Edition. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


ers. = 

Part Seger eel in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 

Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
e apters. 

Part IYW ence Came the Aryans? Five chap. 
ers. 


Press Notices, : 

The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
good, and as the facts upon which the argument 
is based are largeiy Ohristian, our theological 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

Is & most valuable contribution to the litera- 
joro ot the nineteenth century.—Progressive 

nker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address ail orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 
A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASH BURN, 
Prize. $1.50, For sale at THIS OFFIOR 
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‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
l CCYTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. i 


Ì 
With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the 8 i | 
"eriptures. Includin Questions Answered Affirmatively and Negatıvely by Bo dalod Ip 


Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 
Price, 25 Cents. 


Fourth Edition, Revised aud Enlarged.— 
A AA vasa THER TRUTH QEEKTR. 92 Tefavetta Placa. Naw York (itv 


_ JOHN E. 
REMSBURG'S 


WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A Christian? 


For fifteen yea s Mr. Rensburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question 
at rest forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty wıınesses who claim that Lincoln wa: 
a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, ne addnces the testimony of more than a hun- 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include 
his wife and other relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of his most} timute friends. 


False Claims. . Revised and Enlargea 
` As a Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Amor,.; the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remsburg are: The Church and Morality; Criminal Statiscics, showing the creeds of the pris. 
oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Church and Science; the Church 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the Church and the Antislavery Reform; the Woman's 
Rights Movement; the Temperance 
singly; 75 conts per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Sc-ipture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 
wou; Murder; Wars of Congnest.and Extermination; Despotism; Intolerance and Persecn- 
tion; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Sacrifices; 
Cannibadsinj Blavery: Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; Igno- 
rance and idiocy: bscenity. Prica, singla copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. J yecial discount 

on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 
ever written of the Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. Tho 
questum is dis: ussed under the fo lowing heads: Origin of the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 

abbath; the Christian Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of Sunday Argumeats; 
Ori.ia of the Christian Sabbath; Testimony of ths Christian Fathers; the Sabbath during 
the Middle Ages; the Puritan Sabbath: Testimony of Christian Reformers, Scholars, and 
,Divines; Abrogation of Bnriday Laws. Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Image Breaker, Six Lectures: 
. Decline of Faith; Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 
bel'ever: Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 6 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; Lez 


uoz., 4J cents. 
Thomas Paine. Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 


delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates. his name from the 
a persions cast upon it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” * American Crisis,” * Right 
ı f Man,” and“ Age of Reason,” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s character from more than 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and Amer'ca, many of them written expressly for thi: 
work. Se:ond edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, neatly bound, and containing a 
handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 
. An address delivered in Paine Hall, befzre the N. E. Freethinkers' Convention, January 
29, 1884. Price, 10 cents. : 


For all the above works address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


- Phe first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had gr-at 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs, Gage claims that fo the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for ita 
firat conception, of inherent rights . 2 : dt 
Chapter lI deals with the theological dogmas of original sin aud celibacy. Woman, by the 
_church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were soll 
as siaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and wonian was the victim of these brutes. 
Chapter III is on ‘fhe Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gaye 
place to Christian barbarism, the c ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy" and an unholy 
caste. . Learning wis prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving th«m more than one- 
third of their property; daughters cou:d be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. 


Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 


spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
: church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. . . 

Chapter V—Witchoraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer œ witch t^ liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church's policy for obtaining universal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers " continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try & woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with theclergy. | . 

The chapter on '* Wives" shows how the disrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
persona! and proprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hu adred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
Buc har women were not permitted id pend the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civi ri oppose he church. 

Ia Caapter VIL dA ROUTE bow polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institntion, that Luther and the other “ prin- 
cipal reformers” favored, it, as well as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracv is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. | : . 

In the 1ast three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman's snfferings as interference with her ‘curse,’ of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors nnfit for slaves, of woman's ** inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. : 

The work is a burning protest senine the tremendous wrong done Koen Uv 
the church, which controled the state. itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
woman's cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
will do. 3 


. Jn oloth, $5; tn Aalf-leather binding, $8, Address THE TRUTH SEEK" 
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A condensation of the fundamental argnmenta 
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Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. . : 

By B. F. Underwood,........... ...»Price 6 cents 
The World's Parliament of Retigions. 

By Tenney............. wedvskwes eS Price 10 cents 
The Gods. 

By Iugersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 


Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club... Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. i 
? By McCann... ilice Price 15 cents 


Evolutlon of the Devii. 
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The Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
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Retiglon of Humanity. 
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Dwight L. Moody. 
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Standing Up for Jesus. 
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Charles Darwin (Illustrated). 
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| Not for Parsons. 


Srewarp: ‘‘Were you aware that Noah 
understood all about electricity?” Bald- 
win: ‘‘No; did he?” Seward: ‘‘ Most 
assuredly; he made the arc light on 
Ararat."— Brooklyn Life. 


Tur Rev. Dr. Gunsaulus relates this 
conversation as having occurred between 
two New England ladies: Mrs. B.: ‘‘ Hav 
you met that Miss Perkins yet?” Mrs. L.: 
** Yes; I was introduced to her yesterday.” 
Mrs. B.: ** To what sect does she belong?” 
Mrs. L.: ''To the Universalists, I be- 
lieve." Mrs, B.: ‘* Universalists! Why, 
what do they believe?” Mrs. L.: ‘‘They 
believe that all human souls will event- 
ually, by the grace of God, be redeemed.” 
Mrs. B.: ‘Oh, they do, do they? What 
bigotry!" 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Ethies as Uuderstood by a Student of Science, Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience’ or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, 
What is Ignorance? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety. and Honor, 
Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant*Flower of Value of Wealth, Sn 
Cogduct; or Right Doing. ife, Avarice, Not a Means to Life’s 

irtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, aA 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, , Blossoms ' 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, Belf -Respect . Reasonand Free Inquiry 
Temperance and Iutemperance, Foolish ide and Silly Preju- Free Speech, f 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- ce, j A Free Press, 

Anger, the Distorter, 


ous ? Rights of Animals, 
QOultivation of Individuality, . The Angel of Forgiveness Rights of Children 
haracter, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great, Faculty 


3 
Human Rights: or the Eguality 
dleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Mav, of Man. . 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, 2 Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness, - 
Value ofa Trade, . cess Politeness. The Gentleman, 
Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, - Politeness. — Continued — The 


A CLERGYMAN, who had not been long in 
Bolton, had occasion to pay a visit to an 
outlying farm and in returning he com-. 


pletely lost his way. Whilst he was en- | Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 

3 : Truth and Falsehood, ighway, Best Society, $ 

deavoring to find the right Toad he met a Whatisan Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature Progress; or Enlightenment: 

farmer's boy, who was also bound for of a Promise. Power of Wi d Wisdom. $ 

Bolton, and who, although extremely | Fraud Crime, Courage, a Necessity to Right 

astonished at such ignorance, volunteered | The Poison of Slander, Living. —— : . E 

to show him the way. As they walked | pas quos eron bas taken as hor mottos in writing this ee yutitouces from the Works Gf à erent 
1 r—' S 

along the clergyman asked the boy what | synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 


Parturition Without Pain. 


his occupation was. The lad told him, and 
then inquired: ‘‘An’ whad does ta do, 
owd mon?" ‘‘Oh,” replied the clergy- 
man, ‘‘it is my duty to show men the way 
to heaven!" *'*Eh, gerrout wi’ thee," ex- 
claimed the boy, with a knowing wink, 
'abeawt thee showin’ foalks th’ way t 
’eav’n, an’ doan't knaw t’ road t’ Bowton!” 
— London Freethinker. 


A Funny story comes up from Birming- 
ham, Ala., where that vulgar and illiterate 
person, Sam Jones, has been holding 
‘*revival services." His customary epi- 
theta, so runs the tale, such as ‘‘ You dirty 
yellow hound dog," ‘You imp of heli,” 
were frequently used aud often applauded. 
A local negro preacher, Parson Isaac 
Davidson, heard the expressions and 
noted the manifestations of approval with 
which they were received. He was so im- 
pressed with the ‘‘ evangelist’s”’ oratorical 
curves, so to speak, that he determined to 
giv hia own sermons a similar twist. Ac- 
cordingly the following Pandoy he had 
not gone fer in his discourse before he 
cried out: ‘‘ You black devils! You imps 
of hell! You old sow cats!” Then arose 
a hubbub. ‘‘ Kill him!” shouted & big 
black brother, who sat near the front and 
to whom the preacher appeared to address 
his remarks. ‘‘Kill him!" was echoed 
through the congregation. The good old 
sisters joined in the cry and soon the con- 
gregation was upon him. Finally, some 
charitable person suggested that he was 
crazy and the parson’s own wife indorsed 
this assertion. He was secured and 
watched likea maniac. He explained that 
he was trying Sam Jones’s tactics on his 
congregation, but his people, not having 
heard that exhorter, could not be con- 
vinced that these methods were customary, 
and had the parson arrested for using 
**eugg words" in the pulpit. He has not 
as yet had his trial. If he be convicted, 
he ought to sue Sam Jones.— Catholic 
Review, 

OLD JONES, PLOWMAN. 
Across the cornfield marched old Jones, 

And as the plow cut through the furrow, 
He sang & hymn in dulcet tones 

That sent the chipmunk to his burrow: 


** Ul-lase’n did my sa-vyer blee— 
Dand id my suv-ren di-ee, 

"Woo de devote that sacred h—— 
—— ~— — nation!” 


The solemn crow flew o’er the field, 

Nor paused to hear the language spoken; 
But glad sunlight the cause revealed— 

Upon a root the plow had broken, 
Another ‘‘ point” is set in place, 

And once again sweet hope is springing— 
Old Deacon Jones, the soul of grace, 

The solemn stave once more is singing: 


** Wah zit fur crimes that I hav done 
He groaned upon that tree-ee, 

Um-ma-zing pit-tee gra sun-none, 
An dlive beyon d—-.” 


The bluejay screams his wild delight, 
The blacksnake hides amid the brambles, 
By that fierce language put to flight, 
The gray squirrel up the chestnuts 
scrambles. 


For sin is lurking in the path, 

As roots beneath the furrow hiding, 
E’er ready to distort with wrath 

A faith the firmest, most abiding. 


So sang old Jones— and so may we 
Go singing down life’s yielding mead- 


ows. 
Our faith turn skyward, just as he— 
Nor fear the touch of sinful shadows. 


But when the trial come, ah, then 
We fall, like Jones, and raise a ruction; 
And rave and roar like other men 
Whene’er life's plow meets an obatruc- 
tion. — Cleveland Plain Dealer. 


potism. 
Boor III. goray 
Chap. IT 


borne out b 


curious and suggestive one.—New 
The man who Wrote this booi knows how to write & bool and knows What he is riting about, 
sentence i e volume, not an attempt to up wi words for lask o 

knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
e do not see how anyone can reid this book and disagree with the leadin 

[ chapter is worth reading. 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear an d incisive, but for 
is bold, honest sayings.—L. K. Washburn. £ 
After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 


Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel- 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 2 Lafayette Pl., New York, N. Y. 


There is not a padd 


truth. 
The work is good; ever 


As with the physical, so with the ethtcal. 


A detter, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an tndissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 


inexorable destiny. a law which altereth not.—H »rbert Spencer. 


Living is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in Sact, the highest method, the 


noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. E 


PRICE, $1.00. 
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Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 


Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
CONTENTS: i 


Book I.—PLEASURE: Chap. I. -Sources of Pleasure. Onap. II.—Material Pl 5 
Ideal Pleasure:. Chap IV —Social Pleasures. Cha. : 3 Of th 
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Caused by Restraint. 
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. Socialism: Respestivly an Actual, an 
Sovereignty. hap. 
Mene. Me 
Social Disorder. 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which 
men who arein every way qualified as judges of books: » xe chhave been rendered by 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book thats 
out mu, h thought whether the ice is thin or not. It answers the greatest question— What is the 
us , object, motive, purpose, and m onu of life, and the real cause and motive of progress? 

an 
attacks, alio, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
he facts, an 4 his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
ork Commerctal Advertiser. 


—by on» word, Pleasure !— Thaddeus B. 
He sharply 
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The Deluge. 
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kates right along over the deepest subject with 


It is a wor 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the T i 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Tene Pur Anab oto ead 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Ohrist/s coming, the 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 

€ t „ subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ng are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
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The Relations of the Sexes. 


Talks to M 


| Valuable Books on 


Hygiene, 
Food and l 
Diet, | 
Marriage 
and ~ 
Parentage, 
Ete. 


Hygiene of the Brain and the Cure of 
ervousness, By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1.50. '* Get this book and 
read it, for i abounds in practical valuable 
knowledge."—[Chicago Inter-Ocean: 


M. L. Holbrook 


.D. Price, by mail, $1. “I am delighted with 
jt."—[H. B. ‘Ba. er, M.D., Secretary Michigan 
State Board of Health. p 


A Code of 
Directions for avoiding most of the Pains and 
Dangers of Childbearing. By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1. "A work whose ex- 
cellence surpasses our power to commend."— 
(New York Evening Mail.; 3 


Liver Complaint, Mental Dys epa and 


Headache : ome Treat- 


By Mrs. E. 
B. Duffey, author of " What Women Should 
Know,” “No Sex in Education,” etc. Price, by 
mail, $1. Mrs. Charles Brewster, Portland, Me., 
writes: "Had I possessed this book ten years 
ago it would have saved me ten years of in- 
validism, and I should have been the mother of | 
healthy instead of sickly children." c 


Youth: Its Care and Culture, By J. 
Mortimer Granville. $1. To this has been 
added & paper by that charming English 
writer, Grace Greenwood, on the “Physical 
Education of a Girl,” and a paper on the 
“Dress of Girls.” Its retail price is $1. 


Patients. By Mrs. R. B. 
Gleason, M.D. A Practical Handbook for the 
Maid, Wife and Mother: with a beautiful Pho- 
tographic Portrait of the Author. Price, by 
mail, $1.50. '" We wish the chapter, * Confiden- 
tial to Mothers, might be published as a tract 
and sent to every mother in the land.”—{Har- 
per’s New Monthly Magazine. 


Yhe Better Way. An Appeal to Men in 


behalf of Human Oulture through a wiser par- 
entage. BY, A. E. Newton. Price, by mail, 
25 cents. “lt contains information and warning 
that are urgently needed.”—(Christian Union. 


Sexnal Physiology. A Scientific and Pop- 
of th 


ular Exposition e Fundamental Problems 
in Fociolog . By R. T. Trall, M.D. Price, b; 
mail, $2., 1 his work has rapidly quised throu, 
forty editions,and the demand is constantly 
increasing. No such complete and valuable 
work has ever before been issued.  - 


Fruit and Bread. A Natural and Scien- 
tific Diet. By Gustav Beblickeysen, Trans- 
lated from the German, by M. L. Holbrook, 

D. In addition also it contains a Complete 
and Radical Cure for Intemperance, by the Use 
of a Vegetable and fruit Diet. By Ohas. O 
Groom Napier, F.R.S, 250 pages. Price, $1. 


Three Books in One. From the Cradle 
to the School. By Bartha Meyer. The Rights 
of Children. By Herbert Spencer. The Gov- 
ernment of Children. ByM.L. Holbrook, M.D. 

ce, by mail,. a cloth, $1. * Itis 
a book worthy to pe ranked with the best that 

g has ever been written concerning the training 

of children.”—[{Bazar. 


Vegetarianism the Radical Cnre for In- 
temperance, By Harriet P. Fowler. 


Price, 30 cents, by mail. “It should be quietly 
given to every drinker."—iHerald of Health. 


Muscle-Beatings; or, ._Home Gymnastics 
for Sick and Well. B . Kemm, 


manager of the gymnasium of Rega. 30 cents. 


Marriage and Parentage, in their Sanitary 
and Physiological Relations, and in their bear- 
: ing on the producing of children of finer, health 
and greater ability. ByM.L. Holbrook, M.D. $1. 
The Scientific American says: '" Books, on this 
subject are usually written by ‘cranks,’ but this 
is radically different: it is scientific, sober, 
clean, and worthy of conscientious considera- 
tion by every possible parent, and particularly 


by the young. 
The Diet Cure. The Relations of Food 
and Drink to Health, Disease, Cure. By T. L. 
Nichols, M.D., editor London Herala of Heatth. 


Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


Medical Hints on the Protection and Man- 


agement of the Singing Voice. By 
Lenox Brown, F.R.C.S. 20th thousand. 30 cts. 


Deep Breathing ; or, Lung Presse 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. Mrs, Horace Mann writes: 
“Every book you print is pure gold and de- 
serves wide circulation." 


How to Strengthen the Memory. By M. 
L. Holbrook, neth $1. mer : 


A Physician?s Sermon to Young Men. By 
Dr. W. Pratt. Price, 25 cents. Prof. R. A. 
Proctor, the well-known English astronomer. 
says of it: " Through false delicacy lads and!~ 
youths are left tofallinto trouble, and not a fef 

ave their pros pects of a healthy happy life ak. 
solutely ruined. The little book before us is in- 
tended to be put into the hands of young men 
by fathers who are un ing or incapable og 
discharging a father’s duty in this respect; and 
as not one father in ten is, we believe, ready ta 
do what is right by his boys himself, it is wel? 
that sucha book as this should be available. If 
it is read by all who should read it, its sale will 
be counted by hundreds of thousands.” The 
publisher will send 10 copies by mail. postpaid, 

or $2. Should anyone desire them by the 108 
or 1,000 they can make satisfactory terms by cor« 
respondence. 

Catalogues Free. æ 


By mail on receipt of price. 
Addresse THE TRUTH SEEKER. : 


eme - 


We hav never witnessed the construc- 
tion of & world. We only perceive the 
everlasting flux and reflux of phenomens, 
the ceaseless pulsation of nature and life, 
evolution, transformation, birth, death, 
and birth again. But nature herself is 
dumb as to her whence or whither-— Prof. 
W. Knight. 


Hor-HEADED philanthropy, impatient of 
criticism, is, by helter-skelter legislation, 
destroying normal ‘connections between 
conduct and consequence, so that, pres- 
ently, when the replacing of justice by 

enerosity has led to a redistribution of 
Benefits irrespectiv of deserts, there will 
be reached a state having for its motto the 
words: ‘‘It shall be as well for you to be 
inferior as to be superior"— Herbert 
Spencer. i 


Tuxy [children] will ask you whether 
the story of the creation of the universe is 
true; whether such and -such miracles 
really happened; whether this person or 
that actually lived, and actually did all he 
is said to hav done. Plainly,. the right 
course is to tell them, without agitation, or 
excess, or vehemence, or too much elabo- 
ration, the simple truth in sush matters, 
exnetly As it appears to one's own mind. — 
John Morley. : ` 


Carn and Abel hav been. dead between 
five and six thousand years. According to 
the never-dying soul dogma, Cain has been 

` suffering the pangs and pains of hell-fire 
: from death till now. . Abel has been enjoy- 
ing the bliss of heaven from death till now. 
At the day of judgment their ‘‘immortal 
souls" will be reunited to their ‘‘resur- 
rected bodies” to be judged, then sen- 
tenced. One back to his everlasting burn- 
. ings, the other to his abode of bliss. 
Does auy sane person believe it? — Anglo- 
Angelus. : . 


AsovE all, I must have a definit and 
distinct conception of him in whom I am 
to believe, whom I am to imitate as an ex- 
emplar of moralexcellence. A being of 
which I can only catch very fitful glimpses, 
which remains obscure to me in essential 
respects, may, it is true, interest meas a 
problem for scientific investigation, but it 
must remain ineffectual as regards practi- 
cal influence on my life. But a being with 
distinct features, capable of affording a 
distinct conception, is only to be found in 
the Christ of faith, of legend, and there, 
of course, only by the votary who is will- 
ing to take into the Dorgats all the impos- 
sibilities, all the contradictions, contained 
in the picture. The Jesus of history, of 
science, is only a problem; but a problem 
cannot be au object of worship, or a pat- 
tern by which to shape our lives.—D. F. 
Strauss. 


Perruaps it has never struck the major- 
ity of our ministers of religion and our 
moral teachers that the kuowledge of these 
frightful tortures, that are’ now inflicted 
on animals in the name of science and hu- 
manity, has done much to rob many per- 
sons, not merely of religious faith, but of 
all faith in the moral government of the 
world, and of all hope, driving them to the 
blackest pessimism and the most dreary 
forms of materialism. Human suffering, 
at least, can be more or less accounted for 
by human sin, but animals are innocént 
and irresponsible; created helpless, and 
yet capable of pain, to be handed over to 
be tortured by man. By many the thought 
cannot be evaded: What if the Power of 
the universe should treat us, who lie at its 
mercy, a8 we. treat those whose helpless- 
ness tempts us to seek our own welfare 
through their anguish? And if we are 
thus the sport of superior strength, what 
right hav we to complain who take a cow- 
ardly advantage of our own opportunities 
with such savage selfishness ?-—Mona Cuird. 


Tur simple fact is, that, as I hav already 
more than once hinted, my story is that of 
the wolf and the lamb over again. I hay 
never ‘‘gone out of my way” to attack 
the Bible, or anything else. * + - Ihad 
set out on a journey with no other pur- 
pose than that of exploring a certain prov- 
ince of natural knowledge; I strayed no 
hair’s breadth from the course which it was 
my right and my duty to pursue, and yet 
I found that, whatever route I took, be- 
fore long I came to a tall and formidable- 
looking fence. Confident as I might be in 
the existence of an ancient aud indefeasi- 
ble right of way, before me stood the 
thorny barrier with its comminatory 
notice-board—‘‘ No Thoroughfare. By 
order, Moses.” There seemed no way 
over; nor did the prospect of creeping 
round, as I saw some do, attract me. 
True, there was no longer any cause to 
fear the spring-guns and man-traps set by 
former lords of the manor; but one is apt 
to get very dirty going on all-fours. The 
only alternativs were either to giv up my 
journey —which I.was not minded to do— 
or to break the fence down and go through 
it.— Professor Huxley. 
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THE : 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
ay J. G. HOLYOAKE. Price, 5 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzozaz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fersed naturalists. 


Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most ^ 


interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regar xng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out. organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation. while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
she hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
{ll nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which las taken 
lace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and & terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God? a 
ustra 
Address, 
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with a preface by 
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Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 


ibli t f man’s “creation,” and 
gre biblica] stor J y denomin ated " the fall.” 


Price, 10 cents. gs 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 
The Human Nature of Jesus. A refata- 
i ti at he was a divin 
Honor tho that] he WA. the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 
Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and afirmative standpoint, showing 
what itis not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


AND 


Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND 


: The Assemblage. 


What they are: 
1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 


and other occupants standing, showing Qolo- 
nei Ingersoll, President Rowley, 8. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 


Colonel Ingersoll Causes a Smile. 


President Howley Addresses the As- 
semblage, 


Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem. 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 30th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Hochelle. on May 30th, and are historically, patri- 
otically, and artistically very, valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera's who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photograph: are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
1s seventy-five cents each, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


OG — 
CHRIST = « 
289) SE CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER, 


WAS 


A Judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Ohristian 
tradition. Price, 10cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by guing to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks. and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life a8 we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he aamires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the ento of the rest of the world. 

Price, 25 cents. ress 

i THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AWD THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vieare of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cenis. 
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THE 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
. Issums or 1891.— $8. : 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891......... ETA PE 
Men, Women, and G 


DObE. EET PRETT ET pieier TT 25 
Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck... ` 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire. ....... 10 
TheOrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

. 80n. Robert C. Adams.. . e. 085 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- a 

MAM RENI 
The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. ‘I. E. Longshore................ BU 

Issuns or 1892.—$3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights gt ‘Man. Thomas Paine. Dlustra- 45 
Ode esis acacucas aiana nm» 

Was OhristOrucifled? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 

.., dener...:,....... eren T 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. oss 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk.... 50 
Pocket Theology. "Voltaire...... mE 25 

y Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i 

(e MEER 
Liberty in ‘Literature. Testimonial to 

alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

Prootor........... EEEE OT a EE 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 

Hart.......... "ODE T 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged............. sere deans 80 
False Claims of the Ohurch. John E. 

! emsburg........cecee eee ee erento rero 10 
lasuzs or 1898.— $3. 
Thomas. Paine, Vindicated. Col. Robert 

G.Ingersoll...,... 15 
The Creation of Go 

ann........ Wes aves tears EET qud 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

cE Billings 35 oc eeeseeeccscecsocsodecee 25 
Resurrection of Josus............e.cesneceeees 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.8. Bell...... 80 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

gion a Lie. B. P. Putnam............. 35 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

TRE TRUTH BEEKEB.,..............- e. 16 

John E. Remsburg........... PEE Se. 80 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 

trated. P. Putnam............ TEM 2 
Common Sense, Thomas Paine....... vetta 16 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure aud Progress. Albert M. Lorentz 

LID eceeevececroe esas cese š 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein.. e. 10 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson....,, . R85 
ister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 

Newhall Convent......... REDE 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 

H. Wixon............. ERs E SESSE 10 

Issues or 1804.— $3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 


Belf-Oontradictions ofthe Bible. W. H. Barr 16 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

ingle numbers sold at prices quoted. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these Mauufactu. 
rer’s Prices. 

REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen's Stze. 

, Prices: In 8 ounce sil verine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jewels, $650; 15 jowels, #8; 15 jewels. fully ad- 
Justed, $10; 17 jewels, adjusted, $14. In 8 ounce 
coin silver case, $ O0, $11.50, 8 3. B15, $19. In 4 
ounce, $1 extra. In 14 kt gold filled. open face, 
21 year case, $14, $15.50, $17, #19. $23. Hunting 
case, $8 extra. In 10 kt., 15 year case, either 


kind, $3 less. 
Ladtes’ Stze. 


Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
cases, 7 jewels, $18; 11 jewels, $14.50; 15 jewels, 
$19. In 14 kt., solid gold, hunting cases, $28, 
$24.E0, 829, 

THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
eatchab 9 hair spring, beautiful, double sunk, 
paneled dial, nickel, gold damascened finish, ad- 
justed to heat and cold and positions. Lates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect time 
keeper. 

Gentlemen's Stze. 

Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case, $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; gold filled 14 Kkt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 10 kt.,15 year cases, $8 

ess. . 

La4tes'! Size. 

Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $85, 
In 14 kt. solid gold hunting cases, $40. 

All gold and filled cases made bv best mannfac- 
turers as Bors, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 
engine turned, or artistically engraved. 

Goods shipped by express, charges prepatd. 

SEND WE YOUR WATCH WORK. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBERAL JBWBLEBR. 
Send for price-lists. ROCHELLE, ILL 


| STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


x 5 plaints, anda d 

. mportant medical discovery—an Qute 
ward Application a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind In existence--with evidences of suo 
cess, Address, ë DR., R., p, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw this adver. Viaeland, N.J 


ta I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their pat”: nage and not waste their 


tiine and money on Ohristian doctors.—Dr. Fei- 
} lows. 
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JY ows of the (Deck. 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., will run for Con 
gress on the Populist ticket. 


AT Butte, Montana, an A. P. A.-Catho- 
lie riot necessitated the calling out of the 
militia. 

Tar firecracker eliminated a half mill 
jon worth of the property of Hudson 
Mass., on the 4th. 


Representativ Mancus C. LIstE, of 
Kentneky, died of consumption on July 
6th. He was only thirty-two. 


CnorERA is officially stated to be present 
in St. Petersburg and Liege, and rapidly 
increasing in the former city. 


In the yacht races on the Clyde Lord 
Dunraven's Valkyrie was sunk in a colli- 
sion, and the Vigilant was beaten by the 
Brittania. 


Avaustz DBuRDEAU, Republican, was 
elected president of the French Chamber 
of Deputies by a vote of 259 to 157 over 
Henri Brisson, Radical. 


Ex.-Rzv. N. F. Ravin, the Spiritualist 
lecturer, was arrestedat Los Angeles last 
week, charged with inciting the railroad 
strikers to deeds of violence. 


F Tug snapping of the chain carrying a 
ferryboat across the River Theiss in Hun- 
gary caused a panic which overweighted 
one side of the boat and capsized it, result- 
ing in the death of 200 persons. 


On July 5th the far-famed ‘‘ Court of 
Honor” buildings on the World’s Fair 
grounds were destroyed in a incendiary 
fire. The structures were the Terminal 
station, Administration, Manufactures, 
Electricity, Mining, and Agricultural 
buildings and Machinery Hall Some 
lives were lost. 


Tur amended tariff bill has passed the 
Senate by a vote of 39 to 34. Hill was the 
only Democrat to vote nay. Populists 
Allen and Kyle voted for the bill, and 
Peffer and Stewart against it. The meas- 
ure now goes to & conference committee. 
The Ways and Means committee of the 
House recommends the rejection of the 
Senate amendments. The Senate mem- 
bers of the conference committee are 
Voorhees, Harris, Vest, Jones (Ark.), 
Aldrich, Sherman, and Allison. For the 
House: Wilson, McMillan, Turner, Mont- 
gomery, Reed, Burrows, Payne. 


Tne all-absorbing topic this week is the 
railway strike ordered by the American 
Railway Union. The shop employees of 
the Pullman company could not secure an 
adjustment of their differences with the 
company. Then the American Railway 
Union ordered a sympathetic strike. It 
has spread over a greater portion of the 
West, Northwest, New Northwest, Pacific 
Coast, portions of the Southwest, and into 
Alabama. In severalstates freight traffic 
is partially or wholly suspended, and pas- 
senger traffic. greatly interfered with, 
while the mails hav been much delayed. 
Much railway and some other property 
has been destroyed. In Chicago, the 
storm center of the trouble, the Pennsyl- 
vania road alone has had nearly seven 
bundred freight cars, one hundred of them 
loaded, burned and some other property 
destroyed. Other lines hav suffered 
severely. Suburban passenger business 
and milk‘and ice movements are largely at 
a standstill. The Illinois Central is one 
of the heaviest sufferers, the Southern fruit 
trade being largely over itslines. This is, 
of course, a bad blow to the semi-tropical 
and Southern states fruit raisers. The 
Rock Island is paralyzed to the Missouri 
river and several of its rival lines are in 
nearly as bad a position. At Battle Creek, 
Michigan, hundreds of passengers were 
held for several days. Many towns and 
eities from the western Minnesota line on 
toward the Pacific are in sore straits for 
provisions and, prices hav gone up enor- 
mously. Fruit supplies from California 
and live stock shipments from the South- 
west are greatly lessened. Hundreds of 
thousands of men in industries dependent 

' upon the regular running of the trains are 
out of work, as are large numbers of rail- 
road workmen who hay not struck, but 
whose roads are crippled by the strikes on 
connecting lines. ‘he League of Railway 
Trainmen refuses to strike and says it will 
expel individual members who do. Santa 
Fé conductors and Denver & Rio Grande 
engineers hay asked to be and hav been 
sworn in as deputy marshals and armed. 
There.does not seem to be any doubt that 
the places of all strikers would be filled and 
business proceed if it were not for the vio- 
lence of a fraction of the strikers and of 
the tough elements. State troops hav 
been called out in Alabama, Michigan, 
indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Colorado, Calitor- 
nia, and elsewhere. Large numbers of 
deputy United States marshals hav been 
sworn in and federal troops are held in 
readiness at all posts. The Fifteenth In- 
fantry has been called out from Fort 


THINGS MADE HOT FOR SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABED-NEGO. 


And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shad- 
rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and he cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 


—Dan. iii. 20. 


Sheridan in Chicago and the Ninth has 
been ordered forward to the same point 
from Sackett’s Harbor, New York. Gen. 
Nelson A. Miles.isin command in Chicago. 
United States Judges Woods and Gross- 
cup hav 
against strikers and_ rioters. 
been done to secure the regular movement 
of the mails and to protect inter-state com- 
merce. 
intention to keep open the three Pacific 
lines as military and post roads, which 
they are by their charters. 
Altgeld of lilinois has sent two very long 
telegrams to President Cleveland, protest- 
ing in the name of local self-government 
and state rights against the use of national 
troops in that state. 
ample force at his command to stop all 
disorder. 
briefly, saying that he is wholly within the 
law in all that he has done, and hinting to 
the governor that it will be better for the 
latter to do what he says he can do so 
easily, rather than to waste time in talk. 
On Sunday last President Cleveland issued. 
a proclamation warning all strikers and 
others within the state of Illinois to desist 
from further unlawful acts and calling 
upon ali other citizens to refrain from 
mingling in any mobs. 
struct the mails, interfere with commerce, 
and destroy property are characterized as 


injunctions 
his has 


issued sweeping 


The government announces its 


Governor 


He says that he has 


President Cleveland replies 


Those who ob- 


** publie enemies,” and all necessary force 


will be used to compel respect for law and 
individual rights. 


Of course the strike 
leaders, including President Debs of the 
American Railway Union and Master 
Workman Sovereign of the Knights of 
Labor, protest against the employment of 
national forces to secure the clearing of the 
tracks and dispersal of mobs. Rioters in 
Chicago who were destroying railroad 
property and stoning the militia and police 
were fired on last Saturday and several 
were killed or wounded. At Hammond, 
Indiana, just over the Illinois line, a mob 
attacked & small company of United States 
troops and some were killed. This mob 
had just previously nearly killed several 
railway employees who had refused to 
quit work. In California the strikers are 
in possession of Oakland, San Francisco, 
and Sacramento, the state militia ap- 
parently sympathizing with them. One 
company, indeed, surrendered its arms to 
them. There the situation is very grave. 
The strike has extended as far East as 
Cleveland. The later reports are that the 
railroad men in other Ohio cities refuse to 
quit, but agents of the American Railway 


Union are activly at work in the Hast 
endeavoring to induce all railway em- 
ployees east of the Ohio to join the strikers. 
It is feared that the Central Labor Union 
of Chicago will order a general tie-up and 
rumors of a like action in other cities are 
heard. Iowa troops opened the lines at 
Sioux City. Fruit, vegetables, coal, ice, 
and milk are scarce in Chicago and high 
in priee. The governor of North Dakota 
has had to telegraph to Debs asking. per- 
mission to bring the state militia home 
from their summer encampment. Ameri- 
can Railway Union men at Baltimore, 
Louisville, and many other places hav, so 
far, refused to leave their places. 
Typographical Union sends a protest to 
the president against his attempt to open 
up the lines of travel, commerce, and 
communication, which attempt it calls 
‘supporting the . corporations.” The 
latest reports are hopeful, trains running 
more regularly than for several days 
previously, but as Pullman refuses to sub- 
mit to arbitration it is probable that 100,- 
000 more men will go out in Chicago. 
President Cleveland has issued another 
proclamation, warning all unlawful com- 
binations in North Dakota, Idaho, Mon- 
tana, Washington, Wyoming, Colorado, 
California, Utah, and New Mexico to dis- 
perse and retire peaceably to their respectiv 
abodes. A conflict between the strikers 
and the national troops is imminent in Cal- 
ifornia. Troops hav started for Sacra- 
mento. Several papers openlv advocate re- 
sistance. Railroad men at Toledo, Ohio, 
hav struck. The first meat train (fifty-five 
cars) since July 4th from the Chicago 
stock yards got out July 10th. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book 1s just what its title implies—thump- 
.ng whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
atrect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done toadvance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Uu...vianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 


in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Chicago |. 


L. K, Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law raren. 


lating human conduct on the Sabbath is sn im. 


pertinence." Price. 10 cents. 
The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 
The Foolishness of rare. Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers 
Wrving to iniucs the Deity to underrede d 
GENIS ae one against the Golorade wie d 
Price. 10 cents. p 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents, 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. » 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cente, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 250. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 

: ce, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ModernMarriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. 


Translated from the French ty Benj. R. Tucker 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriaves—one from the nobility, one from the 
bourgeoisie ove from the petty bourgeoisie, and 
one from the working-people—and describes, with 
all the power of nis wondrous art, how each orig: 
inates, by what motive each is inspired, how eac 
is consummated; and how each results. 


Price, L5 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knee.” 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“Life,” by_“the prince of orators,” Col, R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. in the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described a3, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid, 

TH TRUTH SEEKER, 


90 T.afavotto nilana New York 


The Freethinker s Dadge-pin 


‘AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


| Will be sent fof $4.50. The 
2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKEBR one year for $6. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


AND 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $475. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Hither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


gilt bowl, 50c. more, - 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Force and Matter; 


*vinemples of the Natural Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Prorsssor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


Address 


vURTENTS : 
Sorco and Matter, Tbe Fitness of Things in 
immortality of Matter, | Nature (Teleology), 
immortality of Force, Man, $ 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 


Seat of the Soul, 


Form, 
{mmutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
The Idea of God, 


aws, : 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, | 
Laws, Vital Force, 
The Heavens, . Lhe Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 
of the Earth, . orality, . : 
Jriginal Generation, Concluding Observa. 
‘ecular Generation, tions. 


‘tag @150 Address THE TRITA RERKKH 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Bev. G. T. Foz. M.A. 
Price,1* cente Address this omas. 


E Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol.21.. No.29 {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. T New York, Saturday, July 21, 1894. {as LAFAYETTE PLE $3.00 Per Year. 
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VOTE FOR tue BIBLE |—— 
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Uxornz Sam (sotto voce): If Jesus is their king they hav no business meddling with my ballot-box. 


Wanted—More Subscribers. 

‘We solicit the kind attention of our friends to 
tthe need which exists of increasing the subscrip- 
ction list of Taz Teura Szzxzr. There are several 
„reasons for this, which our readers will readily see. 
First, It will do a world of good, by making more 
J Liberals and by interesting those already liberal in 
{the work of Freethought. The church is making 
‘great encroachments upon our liberties, and the 

people need to know about it, in order to defeat its 
tyranny. And those who read Tuz Trura SEEKER 
are & hundred times more interested and activ than 
those who do not. Second, It is a duty we owe to 
our fellow-men to giv them the light of reason we 
hav obtained. Liberalism makes fou true civiliza- 
tion, and freedom from fear of an angry God makes 
men happier and better. Every Liberal should do 
all he can to lift up his neighbors from the darkness 
of superstition to the glorious plain of mental lib- 
erty. And, as Mr. Wakemay says, referring to the 
resolution regarding the Liberal papers passed at 
the late International Congress: ** They are the very 
life of the cause of intellectual and practical eman- 
cipation of the people. As such they are to be 
built up and sustained by constant care, payment, 
encouragement, and solicitation for subscribers for 
them.” Third, An increase in the list will relieve the 
readers from the occasional “duns” we are com- 
. pelled to send out in order to get money with 


which to pay bills. If we can obtain two or three 
thousand new subscribers, the increased revenue 
will make the business work of the paper easier, 
and we can continue to improve the paper without 
fear of financial embarrassments. 

To reward those who will do a little for us in 
this matter we hav arranged to take a large num- 
ber of Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and to every one who sends us four 
new yearly subscribers at the regular rates of $3 
($12 in all), we shall send a copy of that magnifi- 


cent work free. Those who send the club before 


the book is off the press will be enrolled among the | 


original subscribers and patrons in the book. 

And to make it easy to get these four new sub- 
scribers we will offer them as a premium either of 
two splendid works—The “Old Testament Stories 
Comically Illustrated," or W. 8. Bell’s * Handbook 
of Freethought” in cloth binding Our readers 
know the value of these books, and that about every 
Liberal in the country would like a copy of one or 
the other. Hither one of these, as may be chosen, 
will be given to the new subscribers obtained in 
these clubs of four, and a copy of. “Four Hun 
dred Years of Freethought” to the one who gets 
up the club and sends the money and names. 

We cannot afford to make this premium to single 
subscribers, but to enable old subscribers and single 
new subseribers to obtain these and other desirable 


works at a great reduction, we hay made a list of 
premiums in connection with subscriptions to the 
paper, to be found in the first column of the first 
editorial page of Tus Tsuru Szzxer. Weare willing 
to do our part toward making the obtaining of good 
Liberal works’ easy and cheap, and hope our read- 
ers will take advantage of the terms offered. 

Once more we ask that a favorable eye be turned 
in our direction, and a helpful hand extended. As 
the resolutions of the International Congress ex- 
pressed it, Boom the Liberal papers and you boom 
the Liberal cause. 


We can still supply Tug Trura Srzxzs of June 
9th, containing the copyrighted addresses of Colonel 
Ingersoll, T. B. Wakeman, and Henry Rowley, and 
others delivered at the Paine Memorial celebra- 
tion at New Rochelle, May 30th. This is a finely 
illustrated number, and those who send for it at 
once will be the recipients of a charming souvenir. 
Seven cents per copy, five or more copies, five cents 


each. 
— oO 


A twelve-page protest against the Sunday bills 
offered in Congress by Kyle, Johnson, Gallinger, 
and Morse will be sent for five cents. Twenty-five 
copies, three cents each; one hundred copies, $2. 


Never publicly espouse a so-called “reform ” 


until you hav treated yourself to at least a genera 
acquaintance with what has heretofore been said 
and done along that line. ^ 


LASS, 
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Ihe Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. . 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 


the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. . 
It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. : f NE 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold. are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
.of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 

tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 

more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
` Tt will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 


frcm the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with. Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. : 

The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 


Philo:ophy.| Science. ; Education and Literature. 


Bruno. Copernicus. wies. Boceaecio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstonecraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. 4 French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. . Phillips. Lucretia Mott 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Vietor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. | Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Chüd. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. . | Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni, Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. ' Byron. Thoreau. Bentham Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. - 
Feuerbaoh. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi, Petrofsky. | Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. $ 1 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, tho Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


Horace Seaver, George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., Susan H. Wixon, 

J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, ~ L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C, Adams, 
Parker Piilsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Hey wood, Mrs. M. À. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. O. Leland, G. W. Foote, ` Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. | 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
snuuid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a surfey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. i 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. , 

. The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 

will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain pwi 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


1t will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public. and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. ; 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT - 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tur 
Truru Srrxrs, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: - 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREE THOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, © 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we : 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, | 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WA'"NON HESION, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. ` 

Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
'" W., S. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 

miums there ought to be no difficulty 

in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 

scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 


free. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either ‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Ilustrated," or W. S. Bell’s 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free ` 
by post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
Seriber, as they get Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. . 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive fheir copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send, a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names ew 
rolled in tis shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YOBK. 
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The Christian Amendment in New York. 

‘The National Reform Association, ever anxious to 
inject the religious opinions of its members into the 
statutes and constitutions of the country, has sent 
one of its secretaries to Albany to help patch the 
organic law of our state. Mr. William Weir is a 
citizen of Pennsylvania, a state which contains more 
irreconcilable cranks, of diverse and sundry ‘patterns, 
than any other commonwealth in the Union. Some 
of its fanatics can always be depended on to-head 
.| every movement intended to meddle with the con- 
cerns of the people in general and the affairs of 
other communities. Almost every crime against the 
equal religious, moral, commercial, industrial, and 
civil liberties of our citizens, if it did not hav its 


Note the false statements in that brief paragraph. 
First, an unlocated and unlocatable “God” is the 
author of our freedom. On the contrary, the past 
is the parent of thepresent. Out of primeval dark- 
ness and savagery hav evolved the. sentiments, 
thoughts, sciences, inventions, and institutions of 
this comparativ enlightenment and civilization. We 
can trace the slow and devious march step by step. 
It is not & matter of guess-work; it is capable of 
demonstration, and -has been demonstrated. Our 
social, religious, and political freedom is not. the 
child of revelation, but of growth. It did not come 
from without, but from within. 

Next we are told that we are a “Christian people.” 
This is true only in the sense that the majority 


E. M. MACDONALD, e e - + - Editor and Manager. 
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One subscription with onenew 'subseriber, i in one remittance. 5 00 
One M with two new subscribers, in one remit. 


P c. coeces E e Peer aee ivere E e Ehe a gRe oj.. . . nominally adhere to the Christian faith. The state 
One subscription wi with four new subscribers, in one remit. birth, received at least its most careful nursing -in | ig neither Christian nor Infidel. It can be neither 
ane moi ng i : 1 op : 
Any number over five atthe same rate, invariably with oe 00 | that state. There seems to be something in the | with safety to the minority. It is secular, in spirit 
remittance. 


soil and atmosphere favorable to the development of 
bigots of all kinds. It was.in that unhappy prov- 
ince that the scheme to inundate Congress with 
fraudulent petitions for the closing of the World's 
Fair on Sunday was hatched, and there it was that 
the forgery attained its most colossal proportions, 
With a population of some more than five millions, 
upwards of fifteen millions of “names” were at- 
tached to the petitions specified. Now an inhabi- 
tant of that nature-blessed but man-cursed kingdom 
comes over into New York on & mission of reaction, 
He wants our Constitutional Convention to make a 
bad matter worse by the incorporation in the pre- 
amble of the Constitution of a clause recognizing 
Jesus Christ as the upbearer of the government. 
The preamble at present reads as follows: 


and intent, if not in letter, and actually. In so far 
agitis theocratic by perversion, it must be reformed. 
We should look and move forward, not backward. 
It is perfectly feasible to protect the religious and 
civil rights of all if the state is made or kept secu- 
lar, as its present status may necessitate. But itis 
impossible to extend that protection if we put 
ereedal limitations into the Constitution and stat- 
utes. No majority can resist the temptation to use 
unjust power when that power is close at hand or 
easily obtainable. Union of church and state must 
be prevented at whatever cost. Recognition of God 
and Jesus in the Constitution is union of church 
and state. To argue that it is not is playing with 
the loaded dice of word jugglery. 

“In the name and by the authority of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” But a large fraction of the people 
of this state do not invoke the name nor recognize 
the authority of any non-elected man, dead or 
living; and as for “Jesus Christ,” they cannot ad- 
mit that he is their liege Lord. They are a part of 
« we, the people,” and will not consent to help 
establish a government in the name of what is, to 
them, a myth or was, at most, an ordinary mortal, 
«long since dead and turned to clay.” They claim 
—and rightly—that none of their duties as citizens 
or neighbors hav their source in the alleged fact of 
his existence nor in their belief in said alleged exist- 
ence. The American national government and 
states are organized to perform certain definit 
functions, none of which is the teaching of relig- 
ious or anti-religious dogmas, therefore the incor- 
poration of any of those dogmas in the organic or 
statute law is utterly wrong, indefensible, and 
dangerous. 

Lastly, we are asked to believe that on the 
shoulder of this Jesus Christ rests the government 
of the state of New York. This is the sheerest 
assumption, and a theological assumption at that. 
With the exception of. a few, a very few, assertions 
like that made in the preamble everything in the 
Constitution and enactments presupposes or posi- 
tivly affirms that the people made, may and do 
modify, and support and defend this government. 
So far as the procedure of our courts, boards, 
bureaus, et al, is concerned, Jesus is a coruscating 
generalization of which no more account is taken 
than of the firefly that sparkles fitfully in the shad- 
ows of the summer night. It is a government of 
the people, for the people, and by the people. It is 
not within telescopic sight of the goal of perfection, 
but all its “divinely constituted” rivals hav been 
left hopelessly behind in the race. To assert that 
this government of the people of to-day rests upon 
the shoulders of a man said to hav lived nineteen 
hundred years ago, and who knew nothing of the 
conditions and problems of the present time, bor- 
ders perilously close on the ravings of insanity. The 


Money should be sent by express company’s: money order, 
postal order, draft on New York. or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payableto E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt .enew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Tuz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). “By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 

For $5 we will send Taz Teura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and «Paine's Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chieago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we wil send Tug Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and * The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurs SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will dh Toe TaurH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tux TaurH SEEKER one year 
($3) and * The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 

` friends to the values offered. 


** We, the people of the State of New York, grateful to 
Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure its 
blessings, do establish this Constitution.” 

Now, it is perfectly safe to say that the people, 
even most of the deeply religious men and women 
of the state, do not believe this. Tt is merely formal 
claptrap. On the Fourth of July and Washington's 
birthday the people celebrate the sufferings and 
&chievements of the men of the Revolution who 
cemented in their blood the foundations of the 
Union. On Decoration Day they do honor to the 
memory of those other men who, in & latér crisis, 
gave their lives to preserve that Union. On every 
occasion the orators and the poets, the essayists 
and the toast writers and speakers, say a thousand 
words about the human authors of such freedom as 
we possess to one word concerning the dream-god 
of the skies. There are, of course, some few, usually 
perfunctory, allusions to “providence,” * God's 
guidance,” and “his loving watchfulness,” but even 
the most stupid readers and auditors are impressed 
with the truth that this republic was founded, fought 
for, and maintained by men “ who walked this solid 
earth.” In view of these indisputable facts, we 
heartily agree with the National Reformers that the 
preamble of the Constitution should be amended. 
This is the way we would hav it read : 

** We, the people of the State of New York, grateful to 
all the men and women of the past who hav helped attain, 
by their labors and sacrifices, the freedom we now enjoy, 
in order to secure its blessings, do establish this Consti- 
tution.” 

It can be said in favor of this proposed amend- 
ment that itis on every side impregnable to assault. 
It is buttressed by history, science, logic, and good 
sense. But what excuse is there for the substitute 
offer.d by Mr. William Weir, of Pennsylvania? 
Here it is: 

, ** We, the people of the state of New York, grateful to 
Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure its 
blessings, as a Christian people in the name and by the 


authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, on whose shoulder is 
the government, do establish this Constitution.” 
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demand that this incoherent and base’ess assertion 
shall be made a part of the fundamental law is 
intolerably insolent. Men are at perfect liberty 
to believe all such dogmas and to build churches 
and pay ministers to assist in their propagation, but 
when they ask that the state, the state of all the 
people, shall recognize said dogmas, and join in the 
preaching thereof, they go a step too far and must 
be made to understand that they are the enemies of 
liberty and justice. Such is the position occupied 
by the National Reform Association. 


Mr. Weir writes in the Christian Statesman that 
when his amendment was presented to the Com- 
mittee on Preamble and Bill of Rights, it was found 


thatthe committee had already adopted the preamble. 


first quoted. But the committee reconsidered its 
action that the new form might come before it and 
Mr. Weir be heard. The Covenanter missionary 
continues : 

**So soon as the secretary of the committee read the 
amended form of preamble, a tall, thin, gray haired and 
whiskered gentleman strongly objected to having any- 
thing to do with it. The remainder of the committee, 
however, promptly declared they would hear the case, 
whereupon the old gentleman pushed back his chair and 
strode from the room. Inquiry revealed that he was an 
Infidel. Is the skeptic spirit that will not even listen to 
the reasons of its opponents any very great improvement 
upon the ‘religious bigotry’ which they find joy in de- 
nouncing?” 

The only mistake made by the “ Infidel com- 
mitteeman ” was in not remaining and tangling up 
the Covenanter in a cross-examination. But he 
probably reasoned—and correctly—that neither the 
committee nor the convention has properly any- 
thing whatever to do with religious tenets, except 
to kick out such as are already in the Constitution. 
No employee of the state is in duty bound to help 
run the machine or pour on water for preachers who 
are trying to grind their private axes at the state’s 
expense. It is purely a matter of taste whether he 
does or does not help furnish an audience for Mr. 
Weir, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Weir is an interloper 
and would-be mischief maker, and whatever atten- 
tion he receives is his as a matter of long-suffering 
courtesy, not as a right. 

After the ambassador from the Keystone state of 
superstition had made his speech before the com- 
mittee *a gray haired member” asked to see the 
proposed amendment. Reading it, he said: 

“I shouldn't like to cay this is a ‘Christian people.’ 
And I shouldn’t like to say ‘in the name and by the 
authority of Jesus Christ. And I shouldn’t like to say 
‘the government is on his shoulder.’” 

Mr. Weir does not say how this calm rejection of 
his amendment, part by part, affected him, but we 
are encouraged by it to hope that even the theistic 
clause may be eliminated from the preamble if the 
Freethinkers and other progressiv, liberty-loving 
people of the state make themselvs heard and felt 
atonce. In this connection it should be stated that 
“two or three" other amendments “of similar im- 
port" were before the committee * but none of 
them so broad" as the Pennsylvanian’s. 


The New York members of the Freethought 
Letter-Writing Corps wil this week write to the 
Committee on Preamble in condemnation of and 
argument against the proposed Christianizing of 
the state Constitution. Point out also the absurd- 
ity and injustice of the theistic clause. Demand an 
absolutely secular Constitution. The members of 
the Committee on the Preamble are: 

J. M. Francis, Troy (chairman); Thomas G. Alvord, 
Syracuse; Augustus Frank, Warsaw; W. L. Vandenberg, 
Amsterdam; N. A. Woodward, Batavia; M. L. Parker, 


Lyndonville; John G. Schumaker, Brooklyn; John Bige- 
low, A. H. Green, G. J. Tucker, New York; Veeder, 


Edward Schwella, president of the Freethought 
Federation of Austria, died May 18, 1894. Mr. 
Schwella started the Free Religious society, which 
has a membership of six thousand. ‘The biography 
of him is virtually a history of the Free Heligion- 
ists," says Mr. Putnam in “Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” The Austrian government com- 
„pelled Mr. Schwella to confine himself to scientific 
lectures of a popular character, and levied a tax on 


the society for each lecture delivered. Lack of 
“reverence " for orthodoxy has several times gotten 
Mr. Schwella before the courts. It would seem 
that the one thing which “the powers that be” 
most fear and hate is the expression of unorthodox 
opinions about religious subjects. The termination 
of the career of Edward Schwella is a severe blow 
to the Freethought cause in Austria-Hungary. 


Sunday Platitudes. 

Col. Alexander S. Bacon, who livs over in Kings 
county, in an address delivered recently before the 
Kings County Sunday Observance Association said 
that no nation could remain a republic if it did not 
observe its Sunday laws. This nation is already 
endangering its existence by failing to do so more 
rigidly. The man of the militia also observed that 
the intellectual, moral, economical, and political 
welfare of the people depended upon the suspension 
of all labor on Sunday. “Sunday laws were based 
on the laws of nature, which requires that men 
should rest on one day in seven. A man can not 
be much above a brute if he spends seven days in 
degrading toil.” We do not know what, if any, 
connection there is between Colonel Bacon’s re- 
marks and the fact that he is one of the numerous 
aspirants for the Republican nomination for gov- 
ernor of this state. Wedo know that his asser- 
tions will not for a moment stand examination. 

If obedience to Sunday laws is essential to the 
perpetuity of republics what effect will such laws 
hav upon the longevity of kingdoms and empires? 
How can the defensiv power of the citizen be 
strengthened by compelling him to surrender his 
self-sovereignty one day inseven? If hecan right- 
fully be compelled to abstain from work on Sunday 
why-cannot he legitimately be forced to do such 
work on the other days of the week as society 
chooses for him instead of the work he would select 
for himself ? 

It is ridiculous to say that the “ intellectual, moral, 
economical, and political welfare of the people 
depends upon the suspension of all labor on Sun- 
day.” At least half of the so-called “Sunday rest” 
of the present time is aimless idling that in no way 
conduces to the well being of the citizen nor of 
society. There will be a very great improvement. 
when the last trace of reverence for Sunday as a 
holy day is effaced from the minds.of .the people 
and all places of recreation and instruction are wide 
open on that day as on all other days. Then mill- 
ions more of the people will hav the opportunity 
to admire and study nature and art, to read books, 
io engage in games promotiv of physieal vigor and 
conduciv to clearness of thought and ethical health. 
But that the masses may properly utilize their 
weekly day of rest there must ever be engaged a 
small army of Sunday workers, who, in turn, will 
rest on other days if they choose. What is needed 
in solving this very simple problem is common 
sense. The ordinary preacher should keep silence, 
for the rational Sunday endangers his present 
craft, and so -he cannot contribute unprejudiced 
thoughts. 

“Sunday laws are based on nature, which re- 
quires that men should rest one day in seven.” Is 
that so? Where did Colonel Bacon get the infor- 
mation? The year, the month, day and night, are 
natural divisions of time, but where has that over- 
worked authority set apart the week! Referring 
to the indications which nature givs us, it is plain 
that man has generally rested at night and worked 
during the hours when, in common parlance, the 
sun is above the horizon, but in our modern com- 
plex industrial civilization millions of men hav re- 
versed this arrangement. Why does not Coloyel 
Bacon propose a law forbidding night labor? Such 
a statute, while no less irrational and invasiv than 
Sunday laws, would be much more in harmony 
with * Nature's" plain commands. 


There is no objection to voluntary abstention 


from labor on Sunday and avoidance of amusement 
and instruction. What we demand is freedom of 
choice for all. Away with meddling laws, and the 


jroiled waters of “rest” and “labor” will clarify 


themselvs. 
If labor is not “degrading” on six days of the 
week it is not likely to demoralize so very much if 
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one more day is added, if added by the choice of 
the worker. However, this question does not need 
to be discussed so long as there are more workmen 
than places to work. The “rest day" is ready for 
all, but it cannot come for all the same day of the 
week and it must cease to be compulsory anywhere. 


A Missionary Scheme. 

Tux Truts Seeker has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the * Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 
hav also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
more thousands of Trurn Szxxers hav been scat- 
tered broadcast over the land. ` 

With the advent of hot weather the political 
bodies will soon adjourn, but the people of the 
country will remain in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
and we want to devote a little attention to them. 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common'sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine's * Age of Reason." . It is 
& book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris. 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered " and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Taz 
TaurH Sxzxer, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously he 
was arigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 

Our proposition is for every reader of this paper to 
send us the names and addresses of EIGHT of his 
Christian acquaintances and ONE DOLLAR, and we 
will mail each of them a copy of Paine's («AGE OF 
REASON,” 

If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. . 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direction. 


ple. 


Never commence to pray for rain until the wind 
has changed to the right quarter, and then only in 
the presence of ignorant and very religious au-. 
diences. 
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Cordial Reception of the ** Missionary Scheme." 


Our offer of eight copies of the “Age of Reason ” 
for $1, to be mailed, postage paid by us, to the ad- 
dresses of Ohristians, is bringing in numerous re- 

‘sponses. It is evident that our readers see the 
value of such a means of liberalizing the minds of 
church members. ` 


Here are a few of the letters received in the last 

few days: 
$ “Paris, TEX., July 8, 1894. 

** Mz. Enrror : In your last paper I notice an offer to 
send cight copies of Thomas Paine’s ‘Age of Reason’ for 
$1 to religious friends, I hand you thedollar and names,- 

“If it is not asking too much I should like for you to 
send sample copy of TuE TRUTH SEFKER to each of the 
above named persons, and oblige, J. F. Mrs.” 

‘*Prymovuts, Pa., July 8, 1894, 

** Mr. Eprror: Inclesed please find $1, for which send 
the ‘Age of Reason’ to the addresses given. 

i l . “L. K. Dursy.” 

** July 8, 1894. 

** Mr. Eprron: I noticed that in Tig TRUTH SEEKER of 
July 7th you struck the best plan of saving some sensi- 
ble souls. I mean through Paine’s ‘Age of Reason.’ I 
inclose $2; $1 to be the price of eight souls whcse names 
and addresses accompany this, and if their respectiv 
souls are not worth twelve aud a half cents apiece, I spend 

, my money very foolishly, for I picked out the very best 
I knew. ° A Worser.” 
** GREENVILLE, N. ©., July 9, 1894. 

“Mnr. Eprron: I see in Tam TRUTH SEEKER of the 7th 
an offer to mail eight copies of the ‘Age of Reason’ to 
eight names of Christians. Inclosed find $1, for which 
please mail one copy to each of the appended addresses. 

“Wu. H. Lone.” 

We can think of. no better way of reaching 
thoughtful. Christians than this which is so quickly 
appealing to the good sense and stimulating anew 
the zeal of our friends. We shall report progress 
again soon. 


Judge Parker’s Decision in the Moore Blas- 
phemy Case. 


The crime of blasphemy ** must be considered a 
stranger to the laws of Kentucky.” So said Judge 
Parker in sustaining the demurrer of C. C. Moore 
to the indictment for blasphemy. The opinion ren- 
dered by the Kentucky judge is clear, concise, and 
wide-reaching. It isshown that blasphemy statutes 
are wholly out of place in a country where religious 
equality and freedom are guaranteed. In 1810 
Chief Justice Kent, of the Supreme Court of New 
York, held that the common law against blasphemy 
was still in force, but he denied that Christianity 
is part of the law of the state, as is so confidently 
claimed by the Sundayites and other theocrats of 
our time. Judge Parker refuses to accept Justice 
Kent’s dictum that we are bound by the common 
law inhibition of blasphemy, holding, and rightly, 
that that inhibition cannot be in foree in a state 
which has no established religion. England had 
an established church; the tenets of that church 
constituted a part of the civil law and had to be en- 
forced. Appealing to the authority of Blackstone, 
Judge Parker declares that “the sole aim and object 
of these [blasphemy, apostasy, and heresy] laws 
was to preserve the Christian faith, as it was then 
understood and accepted by the'established church.” 
He also says that “it was to uphold the established 
ehurch, and not in any sense to maintain good or- 
der that there was a law against blasphemy.” This 
is the only honest and sensible view to take of these 
statutes. 

His analysis of the decision of Justice Kent, and 
the subsequent paragraphs of Judge Parker’s opin- 
ion, tear to tatters the claim that because England 
had a state church whose dogmas became, by that 
fact, part of the laws of the kingdom, therefore, in 
the United States, which has no state church, 
Christianity is part of the laws of the nation and 
of the states. If Judge Parker’s decision is sus- 
tained by the higher courts the death-blow has 
been given to the traitorous machinations of the 
theocrats. 

_that Christianity has a place in our laws, and all 
this inexcusable legal blundering has had its source 
in the false view that we must be guided by the 
English common law, in spite of the fact that it is 
absolutely unsuited, as regards “ religious offenses,” 
to our wholly dissimilar conditions. We ask every 
reader to thoroughly familiarize himself or herself 


Heretofore court after court has held, 


with the position and arguments of Judge Parker. 


‘The decision will be found in full on page 456. 


J. B. Wise, of Clay Center, Kansas, indicted, as 
told in these columns, by a federal grand jury, for 
sending by mail a passage from the Bible, has been 
released on bail. He will be tried in October if the 
attorneys at work on the case do not succeed in 
squelching the prosecution. 


The most unexpected and painful news of the 
sudden death of Charles W. Goff has reached us. 
He died of heart disease at his home in Kearney, 
Nebraska, on June 23d. In our next issue we shall 


giv the addresses delivered at his funeral by Almon 


Stuart, of Minden, and Hon. E. C. Calkins, of 


Kearney. 


A number of our doubly-afflicted fellow-citizens 


sailed last week on a pilgrimage to Lourdes. Sixty- 
seven went on the * Noordland" and one hundred 
and twenty on the “ Paris.” It is probable that the 
sea voyage and the excitement, change of climate, 
scenery, etc., in France will relieve some of them of 
their physical infirmities, but there does not appear 
to be even the shadow of a hope that the tenacious 
grip of the faith disease will be weakened in a single 
instance. 
country, and among them are some afflicted with 
paralysis while many others are suffering from eye 
trouble. 
be ‘miraculously cured at the grotto.” 
thetic. 


They come from different sections of the 


* They all expect," says the Zimes, “to 
It is pa- 


PECORE ES CREER 

The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps (except the 
New York section) will write again this week to 
Representativs concerning the Vilas bill for ihe pre- 
vention of commerce. This bill was quoted in full 
in these columns last week. It is intended by this 
measure to apply the same censorship to literature 
forwarded by express that the Comstock statutes 
enforce against that sent by mail, with this differ- 
ence, that the incorporation of the word “indecent” 
in the new lawis meant to suppress what Christians 
cannot forbid circulation on the worn-out charge of 
“blasphemy” and which is not amenable to the 
accusation of “obscenity.” Under such a drag-net 
statute a Christian jury would hav no difficulty in 
condemning any Freethought book or paper, while 
the best works on sexual physiology would be re- 
morselessly interdicted. This reactionary scheme 
must be defeated. Address a new Representativ 
this week. | 


———— Á— 

Now that the strike is apparently over and busi- 
ness about to resume its wonted course, we expect 
to receive a larger number of orders for “ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” Mr. Putnam is 
at work in the Northwest, and, although it is the 
lecturer's dull season of the year, and made more 
than ordinarily unprofitable by the industrial dis- 
turbances, he is not cast down as those whose only 
ambition is the accumulation of wealth might easily 
suppose him to be. Yet it will be a good idea to 
help us prepare a number of cheering messages to 
be sent to him during the next few weeks. Tux 
Teura Seeker for one year (old and new subscrib- 
ers) and “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
still go for $6.50, with your name enrolled in the 
memorial volume. These names received since last 
acknowledgment : 

British Columbia.—Simeon Duck. 

Colorado.—A. E. Beebe. 


. Massachusetts. —Alfred Larson. 
Washington.— Michel Steffan. 


oa es a cM 

The Christian Statesman, in its overweening self- 
confidence, sneers at the remark of a city official 
that certain admitted evils are perplexing problems 
and that the authorities are in doubt as to how to 
deal with them. It is sure that all that needs to be 
done is to enforce the laws, and it asks why the 
suppression of the crimes of burglary and murder is 
not also a “perplexing problem." It is, but not in 
the sense that the suppression of vice is such. There 


is a vital distinction between vice and crime, despite 


the oftentimes close association of the two, and no 
really serious student of social questions can make 
light of the doubts and difficulties of those who are 
charged with the enforcement of our statutes and 


| ordinances against private weaknesses. Most of 


Montreal. 
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these enactments are crude, ill-considered, undiscrim- 
inating, cruel in operation and disastrous in effect. 
They serve no good purpose and aggravate the evils 
at which they are ostensibly aimed. For once the 
officials are wiser than the. moralists, although the 


laws which the latter insist on having enable the 
former to make merchandise of the misfortunes of 
some classes while doing absolutely nothing to in- 
augurate better conditions. l 


Even so fair and progressiv a paper as the Boston 
Transcript, a journal which spoke often, ably, and 


manfully for the opening of the Fair gates on Sun- 
day, is not entirely free from the influence of tke 
holy day superstition. 


Sometime ago it said: 
The political campaign in Massachusetts for the fall 


election in 1894 began yesterday, when the Socialist 
Labor party held its fourth annual convention of a Sun- 
day in the good, clean, representativ New England city 
of Springfield, and nominated candidates for governor 
and a general state ticket. In choosing Sunday for their 
convention day, the Socialist Labor men manifest their 
un-American promptings and tendencies. ‘It is doubtful 
if it will help them in securing the votes of the men of 
Massachusetts who hay been in the habit of looking upon 
Sunday with some degree of habitual respect, even when 
the old-fashioned Sabbath-keeping piety is no longer felt, 


Why should not political conventions be held on 


Sunday? The majority of the delegates are on that 
day released from their ordinary duties and the 
convention work will be an agreeable change. This 
is particularly true of parties Jargely composed of 


wage-earners, whose ‘delegates cannot well efford 
to lose the earnings they would hav to sacrifice 
otherwise. The elector who would cast his ballot 
against the candidates of the party whose principles 
he believes are true, just, and expedient, merely 
because its nominating convention was held on a 
particular day of the week instead of some other, 
must be avery imperfect specimen of manhood. 
Hither his intellect sadly needs cultivating or his 
moral nature is out of plumb. Has Massachusetts 
many such citizens? The epithet “un-American” 
is unworthy of the cultured and generally cosmo- 
politan Transcript. 


It depends very much upon your environment 
whether your creed name is one of shame or of 
honor. Paul Mare Sauvalle is editor of Za Patrie, 
T. P. Tardival is editor of Za Verite, 
Quebec. Mr. Sauvalle is-an old-country French- 
man, a Catholic, at least professedly, but his wife 
belongs to the Eglise Reformee of France, and his 
children are Protestants. These facts hav placed 
his orthodoxy under suspicion. Za Verite accused 
him of being & Methodist. This was too much. 
He felt that his reputation was damaged to the extent 
of just $200. He sued to recover this amount from 
Mr. Tardival. Rev. Canon Archambault, “doctor of 
ecclesiastical law and chancellor for the archdiocese,” 
testified for Mr. Sauvalle. He said that a man did 
not cease to be a Catholic unless he formally de- 
clared his intention of leaving the church. (The 
membership lists of many churches, Protestant and 
Catholic alike, are kept fat in that way.) The 
Catholic church, continued Canon Archambault, in 
cases of mixed marriages, ordered that the children 
be brought up as Catholics, but if these orders 
were disobeyed the disobedience was not sufficient 
to justify the accusation of not being a Catholic. 
The counsel argued that to a man in Mr. Sauvalle’s 
situation the name “ Methodist" was as offensiv as 
the term “Jesuit” would be in France. Judge 
Jette gave a decision for Sauvalle in the full amount 
demanded, $200. He said that the term “ Method- 
ist" applied to a Ostholic in a Catholic province 
must be injurious. The moral of this is that it is 
libel to call à man something that he is not, espe- 
cially in a neighborhood where the ideas designated 
by that appellation are at a discount. Nevertheless 
the gentleman who happens to be meant should not 
get excited too quickly. In Florence, state of 
Iowa, away back in the first days of the war, “a 
bad man from the East” pulled off his coat and 
whipped an Irishman for calling him a “ black Re- 
publican.” In less than a year it was not safe in 
that township to be suspected of being anything 
else. Times Change and men with them. “Chris- 
tian” was once aterm of honor and “Infidel” an 
opprobrious epithet. We liv in a transition period. 
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Stephen Girard. 


BY J. 0. HANNON. 

[An address delivered before the Friendship Liberal 

League, Philadelphia, May 20, 1894. | 
I. 

Though born in France, Girard was proud of his 
American citizenship, and never lost an opportunity 
to show his attachment to republican institutions. 
During the war of 1812 he upheld the financial arm 
of the government by maintaining the credit of 
the United States Bank. When our national credit 
was prostrated by fear of the dissolution of the 
union; when our resources were exhausted to the 
last cent; when the cry of treason and disunion was 


heard coincident with the invasion of an English’ 


fleet; when in vain the government called for a loan 
of $5,000,000, and by every inducement failed to 
raise over $25,000—in such a crisis and under such 
appalling circumstances, Stephen Girard stepped to 
the front, cool as a philosopher, undismayed by 
present emergencies and without thought of future 
compensation, and subscribed the full amount of 
$5,000,000. When we consider th» circumstances, 
remembering that an internal conspiracy of great 
magnitude was aiming to cripple our national de- 
fense; that an English fleet was destroying our 
‘commerce on the sea; that financial speculators sat 
like buzzards on the fences of expectation waiting 
to devour the carcass of the American Union; that 
Girard’s chances of reimbursement were less hope- 
ful than those of one who stakes his fortune on the 
capital prize of the Louisiana lottery—who will 
deny that his patriotism in those times that tried 
men’s souls places his name on our muster roll of 
patriots? 

It has been asserted that his motiv was gain, not 
philanthropy. This I deny as a pious lie invented 
by those who hoped to harvest from the products of 
his industry. While there is nothing in the mere 
accumulation of wealth to command our veneration 
or esteem, Girard stands as a noble exception to the 
crowd of dollar snatchers whose paths are marked 
by poverty, wretchedness, and ruin. It was not the 
acquisition of power that stimulated him. His 
democratic spirit subdued the baser passions that 
govern our modern Christian millionaires, and fitted 
him to become the bulwark of society, the benefac- 
tor of posterity, and the father of countless orphans 
yet unborn. Denied the benefits of a refined edu- 
cation, still his penetrating vision beheld the hope- 
less.condition of thousands consigned to lives of 
poverty and ignorance. His powers of mind re- 
sponded to the vastness of the responsibility attend- 
ing the possession of. wealth, and he resolved to 
confer on future generations the benefits of the 
riches he had acquired. This fact is borne out by 
the laudable hope he expressed when he said: 


My deeds shall be my life. My actions shall speak to 
future generations of the only claim I hay upon their re- 
spect and attention. 


The tenor of his will bears out his truthful asser- 
tion, and his magnificent college, with its endow- 
ment of millions upon millions, dedicated to the 
causes of education, sobriety, morality, and patriot- 
ism, proclaims him one of the great family of im- 
mortals whose footsteps will re-echo down the cor- 
ridors of ages. 

Numerous anecdotes are related of his eccentri- 

cities, but they are familiar to every one who has 
read anything of his life. There are two especial 
events, however, that show the trend -of his mind 
when excited by conflicting emotions. His munifi- 
cent liberality to charitable institutions was a matter 
of every-day notoriety. He had a special attach- 
ment for the Penn Hospital, and his liberal dona- 
tions hav undoubtedly placed that grand old insti- 
tution among the permanent landmarks of the city. 
Mr. Girard had many personal friends, but none 
who knew him better than Samuel Coates, a liberal 
Quaker and patron of the hospital. One day Mr. 
Coates called on Girard for a donation. The latter 
was at dinner. Mr. Coates took a seat at the same 
table, and came at once to business. “Well,” said 
Girard, “how much do you wantnow?” «Anything 
thee pleases,” said Mr. Coates. Girard arose, went to 
his desk, and wrote and presented a check for $2,000, 
which the Quaker placed in his pocket, not even 
looking at the figures. “What,” said Girard, * you 
do not look at the check?” «“ Beggars must not be 
choosers,” said Mr. Coates. “Then, hand me back 
the check,” said Girard. “ No, no!” answered Mr. 
Coates, “a bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush.” * Well,” responded Girard, “ you hav caught 
me on the right footing to-day.” He then drew up 
another for $5,000, and handed it to Mr. Coates, say- 
ing, “Will you look at this?" « Well, if it pleases 
thee,” said his friend, which he did, and handed 
back the firstone. This little incident is character- 
istic of both men, and showed that they understood 
each other thoroughly. i 


On a subsequent occasion, a Baptist minister 
named Stoughton, who evidently had heard of the 
incident just related, called on Girard for a donation 
to build a church. Girard received the dominie 
with cold and formal courtesy.  Surmising the 
object of his visit, he presented him a check for 
$500. After noting the amount, the clergyman knit 
his brows, and exclaimed: “Only $500! surely you 
will make it $1,000." ‘Let me hav the check,” 
said Girard, “I will rectify it.” The preacher 
rubbed his hands in expectation as he handed back 
the check, but Girard tore it into fragments and, 
pointing to the door, said, * You had your choice of 
$500 or nothing; now take it and go.” 

I will not dwell upon his private life, nor do we 
claim that he possessed either literary or scientific 
attainments. Whatever stock of useful knowledge 
he possessed was acquired by the nativ vigor of his 
intellect. His favorite authors were Voltaire, Hume, 
Gibbon, Rousseau and Thomas Paine, whose genius 
and phil-sophy he admired, whose noble sentiments 
found congenial abode in his bosom, and whose 


works were always conspicuous in his small and 


choice library (which library has been consigned to 
the dark corner of the college cellar, together with 
two elegant marble busts of Voltaire and Rousseau 
that, so long as he lived, adorned his private sitting 
room on Water street). 

Girard’s Will is a masterpiece of benevolent cal- 
culation, and every Freethinker should own a copy, 
as it givs the lie to the blatant hypocrits who ask, 
“What hav Infidels done for the world—what 
charities hay they fostered, what colleges hav they 
raised?” The college at present contains sixteen 
hundred boys, thus disproving Daniel Webster’s 
prophecy, which was, “ There is no Christian parent 


who, if called. on to die, would not rather trust his | 


orphan children to the cold charity of. the world, 
than trust them to an institution where their edu- 
cation and physical comfort were abundantly at- 
tended to, but away from the hopes and consolations 
of the Christian religion.” The following is Girard's 
especial clause in that remarkable will, and it is 
printed on the face of all visitors’ permits: 

I enjoin and require, that no ecclesiastical missionary 
or minister of any denomination shall ever hold or exer- 
cise any duty or station in said college ; nor shall any 
such person ever be admitted even as a Visitor -within its 
premises. f 

Imagin the sublime audacity of erecting with his 
money a church on the premises he dedicated to the 
education of orphans and polluting the minds of 
children with the sophistries of exploded supersti- 
tion. Striking features of the modern buildings on 
the college grounds are the phallic emblems used in 
their architecture, in glaring contrast to the Grecian 
sculpture of the main building. In fact, a stranger 
would suppose the whole institution was an exten- 
siv theological seminary. 

Though the schemes of the pious directors are 
marked by evasions, their designs hav been detected, 
and I hope the day is not far distant when the 
common instincts of justice to Girard’s memory will 
inspire the citizens of his adopted city to demand & 
complete and unequivocal explanation. Though the 
defenders of superstition hav beén the defamers of 
his character and hav violated the noblest wishes of 
his life, the Christian church can search in vain 
through the calendar of her saints for such a noble, 
generous, and heroic soul. She may sneer and scoff 
at his homely and democratic instincts, but deep in 
her soul she envies his greatness, and would will- 
ingly exchange ten millions of her blockheads for 
one such character as Stephen Girard. 

—<—- 

God is a term 

Denoting our conception 
Of power stern 

Behind phenomena 
Unknowable— 
Upholding all, 

Ruling without exception. 
Clerics but brawl 

To fill abdomena. 


Woman’s suffrage seems likely to be obtained. 
When it is a reality the ladies will tone down and 
abandon, hysterics, especially the Christian forfn of 
that disorder. They are badly in its grip at pres- 
ent. Miss Frances Willard, for instance, referring 
to Sir John Hall, ex-premier of New Zealand, where 
woman’s suffrage obtains, said that “it took two 
thousand years of Christian life to produce such a 
man.” She did not say how many years of Chris- 
tian life it took to produce John Ballance and Sir 
Robert Stout, both premiers of New Zealand, and 
both Secularists. Nor did she say how many years 
of Christian life it took to produce John Stuart 
Mill, who wrote his book on “The Subjection of 
Women" when the cause was laughed at. Chris- 
tians talk as though great causes began when they 
took them up, whereas they never take them up 
until they are winning.— London Freethinker. 


Freethought and Secular Notes from England, 
CHRISTIANITY A FAILURE. 

The Church Missionary Society has been recently 
distributing pious tracts rather extensivly in Lon- 
don. One of those tracts given away the other 
Sunday in Westminster Abbey has reached me and 
this is what it says: i 

The work of converting the heathen is only.beginning, 
and we hay barely touched the fringe of it. The natura] 
increase of population in the heathen world is outstripping 
at this moment all our effort; and if it is true, and I be- 
lieve it has never been contradicted, that four millions 
only hav been baptized within this century, it has also 
been said without contradiction that the natura] increase 
of the heathen world in that time has been two hundred 
millions, an awful contemplation for us to-night. Tt is 
said that there are eight hundred millions on our earth 
to whom the name of Jesus Christ is unknown, and that 
ten hundred and thirty millions are not in any sense 
Christianized.. Of these, thir ty-five millions pass 
annually in one ghastly, reproachful, mournful procession 
into Christless graves. They are dying so very fast! In 
China alone; t king the lowest computation of the popula- 
tion which has been given, it is estimated that fourteen 
hundred die every hour, and that in this one day thirty- 
three thousand Chinese hav passed beyond our reach. 
‘And if this meeting were to agree to send a missionary 
to-morrow to China, before he could reach Chinese 
shores one and a half millions of sonls would hav passed 
from this world into eternity. Nineteen centuries hay 
passed away, and only one-third of the population of our 
earth iseven nominally Christian. We are bound to face 
tbese facts and all that they mean for us to-night, and to 
ask ourselvs how we stand in regard to this awful need of 
the heathen world. : : 

The meaning is clear. The gospel has failed, and 
therefore a sensible remedy (if any) should be 
applied. In reading this tract one is reminded of 
St. Theresa's famous vision, in which souls were 
dropping into hell like flakes in a snowstorm. 

RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY AGAIN. _ 

The indignation of the publie has been justly 
aroused through the recent action of the Rev. 
James Drew, vicar of Wapleywith, Codrington, and 
through the position he has taken up in wantonly 
insulting a number of residents in his parish. 
Some of his parishioners, who belong to the Baptist 
communion, hav recently erected a mission room in 
that village, and by this exercise-of their undoubted 
right hav offended and irritated the reverend 
gentleman. He has issued a remarkable circular, 
in which he compares the action of his Baptist 
neighbors to the sin of Jeroboam, who made Israel . 
to sin, in that he set up places of worship other 
than that place which God had chosen in Jeru- 
salem. He further supports his sentence of denun- 
ciation by extracts from the writings of Calvin, 
Baxter, and John Wesley. The Rev. James Drew 
is evidently unable to read the signs of the times if 
he thinks that by such means he can either com- 
mend his church to acceptance or win respect of 
right-minded citizens. This is another instance 
showing how Christians love one.another. l 


THEOLOGIOAL TRICKERY. 

As I hav already intimated to your readers some 
weeks ago, 3,130 London board school teachers in- 
formed the board that they could not conscien- 
tiously impart religious instruction in the spirit of 
the notorious circular, thus accepting the board’s 
offer that in that case they should be relieved from 
the duty. Instead of carrying out the offer, the 
school management committee now ask the board 
to empower them to write to these 3,180 teachers 
individually, and ask them to say over again what they 
said in the memorial. The object of this proceed- 
ing is the moral intimidation of the teachers who 
took the board atits word and claimed relief on the 
very terms it proposed. The fact is that the board 
cannot afford to dispense with the services of more 
than 3,000 teachers, and so it is trying to frighten 
them into compliance. 

THE PARSON’S LOVE FOR THE LABORER. 

The Rev. F. S. Hewson is vicar of Compton, 
Verney, and he is also a member of the boar! of 
guardians. In this capacity, in his own words, he 
“tries to do his duty to the rate-payers as well as 
to the poor.” What he conceives to be his duty to 
the poor may be judged from the following incident : 
A Strafford-on-Avon woman’s husband was removed 
to the lunatic asylum. She had three children and 
after paying rent and club subscription there was 
left three shillings nine pence a week to maintain 
herself and her children, and she applied to the 
guardians for relief. It was proposed to allow her 
three shillings a week, but the Rev. F. S. Hewson 
protested against this and said he did not think it 
was a case for relief. One guardian very properly 
exclaimed that it was disgraceful to hear a clergy- 
man maintain that three shillings nine pence was . 
sufficient for four people to liv upon, whereupon 
another guardian got up and regretted that mem- 
bers of the board should allow the devil to get the 
better of them in their discussions. If it was the 
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devil who inspired the indignation against the par- į held its annual meeting, when a most encouraging 
son all we can say is that the devil is very far from | report of progress during the last twelve months 
being as bad as he is supposed to be. And how the | was read. Mr. W. Holman Hunt, the eminent 
Rev. F. S. Hewson must be beloved by his parish- | artist, was elected president for the current year. 


‘ioners! In his opening address he made a strong appeal for 

a free Sunday. Although a professed Christian, he 
had no sympathy with those believers who sought 
to fetter the liberty of any members of society by 
what he called “harassing persecution." He held 
that “the death-knell of such social exclusivness had 
been sounded.” 


islands. Backed by powerful armies and navies, 
church-Christian missionaries worm themselvs into 
the confidence of the unsuspecting native, and then 
the tide of civilization” is turned toward the un- 
happy land. Nativ Hawaiians hav seen their fair 
islands ruthlessly, remorselessly seized by church- ` 
Christian missionary and church-Christian merchant, 
speculator, and adventurer, until they, the lawful 
owners, are forced to serve the invaders or starve. - 
They see their sons and daughters rum soaked and 
debauched, and vice, crime, degradation, and mis- 
ery spread broadcast among their squalid homes. 
But the invaders—where are they? Living in 
lavish luxury and pomp six days of the week, and 
singing gospel hymns on the seventh. They roll 
through the well-paved streets in elegant carriages 
driven by “converted” native, while other **con- 
verted” native fill the offices of cooks and waiters 
and laborers, and toil and toil and toil, year in and 
year out, that these delicately- nurtured church 
Christians may enjoy the sweets of life to the full- 
est extent. Is this picture overdrawn? Ask any 
honest, observant man who has lived in the East 
and has seen the half-naked nativ wearily toiling to 
benefit the white church Christian who has robbed 
him of his right to the land on which he livs.— 
Condensed from the Moslem World. 


. THE CHURCH STOPS THE WAY.- 

The London Echo says that the truth must be 
told, whoever may be offended. The church stops 
the way in London board schools, in promoting 
endless and profitless discussions on the necessity 
of dogma-teaching in the schools, and it stops the 
way in the House of Lords by obstinately rejecting 
the Marriage with the Deceased Wife's Sister bill. 
This bill has been passed by the House of Commons 
again and again. “A fig for the House of. Com- 
mons, or thé opinion of the country,” say the 
: bishops. On June 14th the bill was once more re- 

jected in the House of Lords by a majority of nine, 
the whole of the bishops voting against the bill. 
We are glad to see the present agitation going on 
throughout the country for an extensiv reform of 
- the Upper House. Whatever other improvements 
may take place, we hope the bishops will be sent 
from a place where they hav neither the ability nor 
desire to be of any service to the democratic aspi- 
rations of the present age. ; 


INTERESTING EVENTS. 

The pious people of Scotland are much concerned 
over & book that has just been published, written 
by William Macintosh, M.A., D D., and which is 
commanding a rapid sale. The reverend doctor 
dismisses the doctrins of the supernatural birth. of 
Jesus, of miracles, and of the atonement as being 
no part of Christianity. The Jast doctrin, he says, 
was the “invention of St. Paul.” Speaking of 
Jesus, the writer remarks: “ We say that he was a 
man and nothing but aman.” This is not bad for 
orthodox Scotland. Heresy is evidently marching 
on even north of the Tweed. 


The tables are turned upon certain Christians with 
a vengeance. Hitherto it has been supposed that 
the “second coming” of Christ was an event still 
in the future. But Mr. Hampden Cook, M.A , B.A. 
has issued a book entitled “The Christ Has Come.” 
He alleges that after the destruction of Jerusalem 
Jesus personally returned, sitting in the clouds 
about a.D. 70. He remained * with us ” but a short 
time, and when he departed he took with him to 
heaven two of his disciples who had remained faith- 
ful. Fancy two faithful followers of the God-man 
in the year 70. It would be difficult to fiud even 
that number to-day. 


- AN IMPROVED OHRISTIANITY. 

The dean of Ely has been following the example 
of other church worthies in endeavoring to improve 
Christianity. This eminent divine a few days since 
preached a special sermon in Shoreditch church on 
the subject of “The Spiritual Basis of Education,” 
in which he said that the theological doctrin of 
«original sin" was not true, and that the teaching 
of the “wrath of God” was an “ appalling theory.” 
«Paul says nothing about it" No such words, 
added the dean, are to be found in the Greek text. 
If this is so, the epistles of Paul, as found in the 
English New Testament, contain that which is pos 
itivly false, inasmuch as they undoubtedly teach 
both original sin and the wrath of God. (See Ro- 
mans i, 18; v, 12; ix, 22; Ephesians v,6) It is 
time that *God's" word was submitted to a still 
further process of improvement if we are to hav 
any idea of what the writers said and meant. In- 
stead of believing that children are born in sin, the 
dean of Ely regards them as being the “children of 
emotion, of passion, governed by the things about 
them and. the impression such things make upon 
their senses.” This, no doubt, is a great improve- 
ment upon Christianity as taught by the churches 
and in portions of the Bible, but it shows how ex- 
tensivly the Christian faith is being modified 
through the evolution of modern thought. Even 
the leading lights of the church are compelled to 
giv up the “faith as it was once delivered to the 
saints.” Freethought is doing its work in herald- 
ing the advent of an era of mental freedom when 
superstition shall giv place to common sense, and 
theological faith shall yield to the lessons‘of culti- 
vated reason. 


Churchly Purpose and Performance. 


When Mr. 8. Standring was lecturing recently at New 
Cross, England, a charge was made on the platform by a 
party of Christians He was speaking for a labor society 
and the Christians could not endure the fact that he was 
a Secularist and Atheist. In connection with this the 
Freethinker says: ‘*One of our readers and his wife were 
present at this meeting, and were defending Secularism 
against the filthy lies of certain tract distributors, when 
a Christian lady asked what they would substitute for the 
Bible? ‘Common sense,’ replied the lady Secularist: 
wherenpon the gospel-fed dame said, ‘You ought to be 
burnt.’ And when the Seoularist rejoined, ‘No doubt 
you would like to burn me,’ the sweet Christian an- 
swered, ‘I would.’ The emphasis and expression of this 
female follower of the meek and lowly Jesus were a beau- 
tiful illustration of the glorious gospel of love.” 

The Roman Catholic clergy of Paris are doing a grand 
business. The Lazarists hav in France and her colonies 
19.great and 10 small seminaries, besides 68 missions in 
foreign countries. The foreign missionaries hav 24 mis- 
sions established. The monk manufactory at Saint 
Sulpice controls 28 seminaries. The Christian School 
Brothers, numbering 9,819 members, direct 1,449 schools, 
of which 1,064 are public and 885 private schools. Be- 
sides those societies above named there are numerous 
others, which, however, lead a poor existence. The Philan- 
thropic Society, another clerical (nun) institution, has 82 
free restaurante, from which it annually distributes 
2,500,000 meals, 28 medical dispensaries in which there 
were last year treated free of charge 8,000 children and 
2,000 grown persons, and 44,400 consultations were held. 
During 1898 it distributed garments to 12,000 women and 
2,000 children, and placed in ‘‘Chriatian " homes 8,800 
persons The money for this gigantic institution comes 
by popular subscription, but the church takes the credit. 
Last year the Paris municipality refused it a grant of 
8,000 fr., which formerly had been given it, on the 
ground that church and state are and should be separate. 
All the above-named and various other societies which 
continually call attention to their extreme poverty, pos- 
sessed in 1880 property worth 711,000.000 fr., eleven 
times the amount owned by them in 1849, while at the 
present time their property is valued at 8,000,000,000 fr. 
* Inthe February number of the Danish scientific 
magazine, Nature and Man, Dr. Chr. Geill has a very 
instructiv article on ‘‘ Religious Feeling and Insanity.” 
From this article we reproduce the following figures: In 
the state asylum at Aarhuus there haventered during the 
last fifteen years, 1,767 patients (876 men and 891 women); 
of these 80 men and 59 women became deranged through 
religious influence. Considering the small area from 
which the asylum receives its patients, and that it is a 
well known fact that many outside the asylum commit 
suicide, and that & still greater number is kept at home, 
five per cent.is a terribly high figure to be debited to 
one cause. Prayer meetings (that is, the home mission 
work) are responsible for 60 patients, 85 during the last 
nine years. The statistics as to former snrroundings 
and education of the unfortunates reveal that they are 
almost entirely recruited among the poor and most igno- 
rant. °.".° A Belgion Freethinker, Leon Fabry, died at 
Willebroeck. In bis'will he called for a secular funeral. 
His mother is a Christian. The mayor, knowing this, 
prohibited secular ceremonies, and placed police at the 
door to prevent the Freethinkers from complying with 
their late friend's wish. A religious funeral took place 
under police protection. A formal complaint has been 
sent to the minister of the interior and_to the Belgian 
House of Commons. °.*.° Dr. Bruno Wille was prose- 
cuted by the orthodox German school officials and sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of 800 marks. He has appealed to 
the minister of church and education, and all members 
of the Reichstag hav been publicly urged-to investigate 
the official prosecution. °.*.° Although secular funerals 
are quite common in the larger cities of Spain, they are 
scarce in smaller places, hence every now and then a 
priest and his people make themselvs notorious by inter- 
fering with secular funerals, when such occur. The last 
instance, which comes to us from private source, men- 
tions that at Sestao, when the funeral of the Freethinker 
. Campello was well under way, the remains to be lowered 
in the grave, a representativ of God arrived with a cruci- 
fix, and backed by several hundred hard fists belonging 
to his congregation, he prohibited the funeral. Result, 
& free-for-all fight, which necessitated the interference of 
a strong police force, which arrested several of the com- 
batants, taking care, however, to miss the priest. 


The Paine Memorial Number of Tux Truta 
SEEKER has been read here with much pleasure. 
Several of my friends in the north of England sig. 
nified their intention of subscribing for this excel- 
lent journal If the Editor would send me a parcel 
of TnuvH Srexers to giv away as sample copies I 
would see that good use was made of them. Many 
inquiries are also being made as to when friend 
Putnam's great work, *Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought," will reach this country. I hope to 
find that the book will bav an extensiv sale on this 
side of the Atlantic. The author has bestowed suf- 
ficient time and labor upon his work to make it one 
of the most valuable productions of modern times. 
Many of us are impatient to revel in the rich fields 
of intellectual treasure that Mr. Putnam has secured 
for us. Cuarzes Watts. 

London, June 27, 1894. ; 


One Phase of the Hawaiian Question. 


Tt seems rather singular that the inner history of 
what may be known in the future as “The Great 
Hawaiian Outrage” has not appeared in the daily 
press. But when one comes to consider that the 
church-Christian spirit animates quite generally the 
journalism of our day it is not so singular after all. 
When it becomes known that the troubles in the 
Hawaiian Islands for many years hav been the direct 
results of the efforts of the church-Christian mis- 
sionary element to gain complete control of the 
government as well as the real estate of the nativs, 
the situation becomes greatly simplified. 

The first church-Christian missionaries who vis- 
ited the islands went there animated by fanatical 
zeal, with an honest desire, probably, to induce the 
nativs to accept church Christianity, or, as the mis- 
sionaries called it, to “save their souls.” They 
found the nativs kind, hospitable, generous, and 
unsophisticated. They took readily to rum and the 
vices that follow in the train of missionary work of 
this sort, and not having the hardy Anglo-Saxon 
constitution, the nativ population was rapidly re- 
duced, until now it amounts to a mere handful of 
not very admirable’ people. In the mean time the 
missionary band, increased numerically, began to’ 
acquire real estate and to work its relative into the 
commerce of the country. When the Gibson gov- 
ernment collapsed a few years ago it was shown 
that all the desirable property in Honolulu was in 
the hands of the missionaries and their descend- 
ants. It was only a question of a very short time 
when the missionary contingent would take entire 
possession of the islands and leave the nativ rem- 
nant to drink itself to death. 

The whole record of the missionary occupation of 
the Hawaiian Islands is shameful to the last degree, 
and ought to cause every honest American to blush 
for the share our country has had in it. It is sim- 
ply a repetition of the British occupation of the 
East and the Spanish seizure of the Philippine 


REPEAL OF THE BLASPHEMY LAWS. 

Legislation upon this subject has unfortunately 
received a check. The bill which was introduced 
into the House of Commons by Mr. Storey, M. P. 
for Sunderland, and which is almost identical with 
the one proposed by Mr. Bradlaugh in 1884, cannot 
pass its second reading this session in consequence 
of the pressure of business in the House of Com- 
mons. This is much to be regretted, for Mr. 
Storey’s bill is of more importance to Secularists 
than appears upon the face of it. It would do 
more than secure free expression of opinion, it 
would also “legalize” heresy, by which bequests to 
the Secular party could be. lawfully claimed in 
courts of law. Through the want of such rights as 
Mr. Storey’s bill would obtain, the Freethought 
movement in this country has been greatly retarded. 
Again and again hav Christians robbed us of 
legacies and then taunted us with being too poor 
to make that headway which we should hav done 
but for the injustice and dishonesty perpetrated by 
the “servants of the Lord” The National Secular 
Society is taking steps to hav the bill again brought 
forward in the House of Commons next session. 

- A FREE SUNDAY. 

. The work of the “Lord's Day Observance So- 
ciety” in endeavoring to stop Sunday music at 
Leeds has up to the present been confined to 
threats. These over-pious intruders upon the 
rights of others bark loudly, but they are slow in 
‘attempting to bite. Their latest folly is in con- 
demning the sale of newspapers and refreshments 
on Sundays at Newcastle. It is expected, however, 
that their crusade against a free Sunday will end 
in “sound and fury, signifying nothing” but Sab- 
batarian stupidity. The Sunday Society has just 
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News and Notes. 


The Fourth of July was celebrated with great 
éclat at Creston, Ia. Early in the morning the crowds 
flocked in from the neighboring country— men, 
women, and children—in all sorts of vehicles, glitter- 
ing with flags, accompanied with the continuous ex- 
ploitation of firecrackers. It was a glorious day, one 
of the most glorious I hav ever witnessed. It rained 
the day before, enough to spoil my lecture at Orient, 
but it cleared the atmosphere wonderfully, and 
earth and sky presented a brilliant appearance. A 
vast procession was formed, the militia and the 
Grand Army in the ranks, with beautifully decorated 
wagons picturing the arts and industries, little 
children in gorgeous costumes representing the 
states, while the drum corps and the brass band 
. poured forth the patriotic strains, and all kept step 
to the “music of the Union.” Immense crowds 
thronged the line of march and welcomed the pag- 
eantry with clapping of hands and thunderous 
cheers. It was a scene to bring back the happy 
days of youth, when all the world was like a garden 
of flowers and life’s pathway ascended to the golden 
hights of hope. In the experiences of age we are 
apt to forget the bloom and glory of visionary 
childhood and see only the stern realities without 
the entrancing light of poetry. These gala days 
are of service to mankind, for they kindle heart and 
hope amid toil and anxious thought. They bring 
people together, and the spirit of humanity shines 
in ten thousand faces, and the grandeur of our 
common existence is realized. Let us not say that 
the Fourth of July represents nothing, though its 
noise and parade are not in harmony with philo- 
Sophie culture. It does. mean a great deal to the 
reflecting mind, for beneath its superficial attrac- 
tions and distractions there is a great tide of human 
advancement, there is a supreme and luminous 
idea in what philosophy must find its noblest frui- 
tion. So let us keep these holidays which spring 
from the development of human affairs—which do 
not exist in praise of the gods, but of man. 

I had the honor on this occasion to giv the open- 
ing address to this great concourse of people, as to 
the meaning of the “Star-Spangled Banner,” which 
we all love whatever may be the imperfections of 
our government. It means unity, liberty, labor, 
education, peace, and progress, and these shall some 
day triumph in the glorious future of humanity. I 


. was followed by Hon. J. W. Sullivan, a Catholic, 


and Senator Harsh, a Universalist I understand, and 
go, with the Infidel, this made a very Liberal repre- 
sentation. The invocation was given by Rev. Mr. 
Powell, of the Baptist persuasion, who invited me 
to dinner, and so we broke bread together beneath 
the red, white, and blue. Altogether it was a very 
genial gathering, and it was an evidence of the har- 
mony which will exist when all creeds hav become a 
thing of the past. 

In the evening Mr. F. I. Green and myself jour- 
neyed to Cromwell, six miles away, to the fireside 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Geier, which had the familiar 
look of several years ago, when I visited and lec- 
tured in the vicinity. An agreeable evening was 
passed in this Freethought home—the children and 


‘the dog contributing to the fireworks of the occa- 


sion, and the older folks the ice cream, “ high-five,” 
and other hilarities. So this Fourth of July of 1894 
is a varied and delightful memory. Miss Minnie 
Geier, daughter of our friends, is now married, and 
I was glad to greet at our meetings Mr. and Mrs. 
Moore, both Liberals. 

Nevinville is à small place, but one of the oldest 
towns in this part of Iowa, which has been settled 
mainly during the last twenty five years. No Free- 
thought lecture had ever been given in Nevinville. 
There are two churches in the place, and outwardly 
it is quite orthodox. The lectures turned out to be 
a success. The school-house was crowded both 
evenings. So far as I could judge my radical ut- 
terances were well received, and I hav no doubt 
that advanced ideas will hav a fruitful reception in 
this community. Our representativs are all that 
could be wished in character and cultivation. Mrs. 
Almeda Green for over half a century has been an 
outspoken Freethinker, and her children and grand- 
children bear on the stream of intellectual liberty. 
F. I. Green, her son, my stanch comrade through 
this campaign of varied fortunes, takes upon himself 
the whole expense of the work; and literally he 

abored night and day for the success of the enter- 
prise. Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Truman and Miss Caro- 
ine A. Truman, their daughter and the grand. 
daughter of Mrs. Green, were especially devoted to 
the movement. Miss Truman has taught school for 
several terms with great approval even by Ohristian 
parents, but she has never concealed her Free- 
thought convictions, and teaches according to purely 
secular principles—no Bible and no prayers. 

I had the pleasure of visiting Mr. and Mrs. R. W. 
Johnson of Orient, who are true-blue Liberals, 
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originally of the Methodist church, but through 
Tax Teura Szzxer, now of the“ big church; Mr. J. 
W. Johnson, their son, Mrs. Garmon and Mrs. 
Witham, their daughters, and their families are also 
on this roll. Mr. and Mrs. Kunath, who were here 
at my lectures six years ago, now of Oregon, are 
ready to be counted with the pioneers. I failed to 
do anything at Orient or at Creston outside of the 
Fourth of July oration. It is astonishing what in- 
difference there is, but the churches seem to be 
dead also. A lady revivalist preached a whole 
week at Nevinville and did not make a single con- 
vert. The people are in a free-and-easy sort of 
condition, and think more of a crop of corn, and 
fat cattle and hogs, than of most anything else. 
We can only hope that evolution and science will 
some day interest these people in progressiv ideas. 
However, it has been encouraging to meet with a 
few generous supporters who are not daunted by 


opposition and will stay by the flag be it defeat or 


triumph. I must mention on this roll Mr. D. E. 
Levens, of Creston, who did all he could to arrange 
for lectures at Creston, but the “fates” were 
against us this time, and all the eloquence and wis- 
dom in the world would not hav availed. There 
are quite a number of Liberals here, but for some 
reason they won't show their colors. However, we 
Shall try again if the opportunity occurs. 
SamüzL P. Pornam. 
Eighteenth Annual Congress of the American 
Secular Union. 

. On the evening of July 7th a meeting of the board 
of directors of the American Secular Union was held 
at the residence of Dr. Juliet H. Severance. The 
members present were: President C. B. Waite, Dr. 
Severance, Dr. G. A. F. de Lespinasse, Dr. Joseph 
H. Greer, E. P. Peacock, vice-president for the state 
of Illinois, acting as proxy for Otto Wettstein, who 
had attended the previous meeting, but could not 
be present at this one, and Mrs. M. A. Freeman. 
The time and place of holding the &nnual congress 
was considered aiid the secretary instructed to 
write to the Freethought publications that the de- 
sire of Liberals may be learned. So far the major- 
ity of those expressing an opinion on the subject 
hav been in favor of Chicago, but if there is any 
society which would defray the expenses of the 
congress or some considerable portion of the ex- 
penses, the board would favor it being given an 
opportunity to do this, If not it would seem a 
necessity that the convention be held in Chicago. 
Liberals are requested to write to the secretary at 
once, giving expression to their preference as to 
locality. There is none too much tiie. 

T. B. Waketnan; of New York, a vice-president 
of the American Secular Union, in a recent letter to 
the board urges the necessity of organization. 
Several strong unions hav been for such during the 
past year, but the number seems discouragingly 
small when it is remembered how numerous are the 
societies whose specific object is to oppose the secu- 
larization of the state. Again, these Liberals are 
urged to organize auxiliaries to the American Secu- 
lar Union. ‘Send to the secretary for a charter. 

It was voted by the board that Dr. de Lespinasse 
be appointed official representativ of the American 
Secular Union at the Freethought Congress to be 
held in Belgium in October. It was decided later 
that Otto Wettstein should also be elected as a 
delegate, and that Judge Waite furnish both of 
these gentlemen with the necessary credentials. 

After the transaction of some unimportant busi- 
ness, the meeting adjourned to July 28th, by which 
time it is hoped that a wide expression of opinion 
will hav been given in regard to the holding of the 
eighteenth congress of the Ameriean Secular Union. 

. Mrs. M. A. FREEMAN, 
Cor. Sec. American Secular Union. 


S. P. Putnam’s Lecture Appointments. 


Sidnaw, Mich., July 19-24. 
Drummond, Mich., July 26-80. 
Neillsville, Wis., Aug 2-6. 
Whitehall, Wis., Aug. 7-9. 
Fargo, N. Dak., Aug. 11-14. 
Crookston, Minn., Aug. 15-17. 
Hoople, N. Dak. Aug. 18-21. i d 
Fort Maginnis, Mont , Aug. 26th to Sept. 10th. 

From July to September 10th in Iowa, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Montana. 
Those in Washington and Oregon desiring lectures 
during September and October will please address S. P, 
Putnam, in care of E. C. Reichwald, 234 South Water 
street, Chicago, Ill. ; 


Joun R. CHARLESWORTH has tendered his resignation 
as secretary of the Freethought Federation of America, 
and his resignation is accepted. E. C. Reichwald will 
for the time being act as secretary. Address all official 
communications and send all contributions to E. QC. 
Reichwald, 234 South Water street, Chicago, Ill, 


Tue Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 32 Monroe avenue. 


Blasphemy. 
DECISION OF JUDGE PARKER IN THE CASE OF O C. MOORE. 

The defendant, C. C. Moore, is charged with 
having committed the offense of blasphemy. It is 
alleged in the indictment that the defendant, in- 
tending to treat with offensiv levity and ridieule the 
scriptural account of the divine conception and 
birth and to bring contempt against Almighty God 
and his divine purpose in causing the birth of 
Christ, did maliciously and blasphemously publish 
in a newspaper known as the Blue Grass Blade 
the following words: 

“When I say that Jesus Christ was a man exactly 
like I am and had a human father and mother ex- 
actly like I had, some of the pious call it blasphemy. 
When they say that Jesus Christ was born as the 
result of a sort of Breckinridge-Pollard hyphenation 
between God and a Jew woman, I call it blasphemy, 
so you see there is a stand off.” 

It is further charged that, by this language, the 
defendant meant that pious and religious persona 
stated and believed that the birth of Jesus Christ 
was the result of an unholy and illicit connection 
between Almighty God and Mary, the mother of 
Christ. f | LA 

To this indictment the defendant has filed a de- 
murrer, and thereby made the claim that no offense 
against the laws of Kentucky had been charged 
against him. This demurrer having been argued 
with singular earnestness and ability by counsel 
both for the prosecution and the defense, and the 
question presented being a new one in this state, 
the court has given the ease unusual consideration. 

We hav no statute against blasphemy, and our 
Court of Appeals, so fur as we know, has never 
passed upon this or any similar question. We 
must, therefore, in our investigations hav recourse 
to the common law and to the judicial decisions of 
other states and countries. 

Blackstone, in treating of offenses against God 
and religion, speaks of this offense as “ blasphemy . 
against the Almighty by denying his being or provi- 
dence or by contumelious reproaches of our Savior 
Christ.” The punishment, he says, is by fine and 
imprisonment or other infamous corporal punish- 
ment. The ground upon which blasphemy is treated 
as an offense is that “Christianity is part of the 
laws of England.” The leading case in this coun- 
try in which the crime of blasphemy was discussed 
was that of the People vs. Ruggles, decided by the 
Supreme Court of New York in 1810, Chief Justice 
Kent delivering the opinion. In that case it was 
decided that the common law against blasphemy 
was still in foree and a judgment to pay a fine of 
$500 and be imprisoned thfee months was affirmed. 
The court in this opinion cited with approval s 
number of English cases, in which the right tò 
punish blasphemy had been vigorously upheld, and 
quoted the words of Lord Bacon, “ profane 8coffing 
doth by little and little deface the xeverence for re- 
ligion ” and “two principal causes I hav and know 
of Atheism—curious controversies and profane scof- 
fing.” Whilst this opinion did not declare that 
Christianity was part of the law of the State of New 
York, but expressly disclaimed that there was an 
established religion in that state; yet the closeness 
with which it adhered to the definition of blasphemy 
as laid down by Blackstone, and the great reliance 
placed upon the English decisions, make us hesitate 
to walk in the path trod by Chief Justice Kent him- 
self. For in England there was an established 
church. The church was part of the state. Apos- 
tasy and heresy were punished; the first commis- 
sion. of either offense disqualifying the offender for 
holding office, and the second being punished by 
three years’ imprisonment without bail ^ Even 
witchcraft was claimed by Blackstone to be an 
offense against God and religion, and to deny the 
existence of such a crime, he said, was ** at once to 
flatly contradict the revealed word of God,” though 
he appeared to think it well that the punishment of 
this crime had fallen into disuse, as there had been 
no well authenticated modern instance of its com- 
mission. 

In this country, where the divorce between church 
state is complete and final, we should examin with 
care and accept with caution any law framed and 
intended for a country where church and state are 
one. The difficulties in reconciling religious free- 
dom with the right to punish for an offense against 
any given religion are manifest. From the opinion 
given in the People vs. Ruggles, we may deduce as 
conclusions of the court that the. people generally 
in this country are Christians; that Christianity is 
engrafted upon the morality of the country; that 
all religions are tolerated, but that this toleration, 
as to false religions, means immunity from test oaths, 
disabilities, and the burdens of church establish- 
ments; that to revile the Christian religion is an 
offense, but that to revile other religions is not an 
offense punishable by law. 
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In the billof rights in the Kentucky Constitution 
“it is declared that all persons hav “the right to 
worship Almighty God. according to the dictates of 
their consciences;” that *no preference shall be given 
by-law to any religious sect, society, or denomina- 
tion, nor to any particular system of ecclesiastical 
polity,” and that “the civil rights, privileges, or 
capacities of no petson shall be taken away or in 
anywise diminished or enlarged on account of his 
belief or disbelief of any religious tenet, dogma, or 
teaching.” i 
It is difficult to conceive how language could be 
made plainer. If the framers of the constitution 
intended to place all religions on an exact equality 
before the law, they appear to hav employed lan- 
guage well calculated- to express their purpose. 
. They recognized the fact that men were religious, 
that they held different religious views, that some 
had no rcligious faith, and, granting the fullest re- 
ligious freedom, they declared that the rights of 
none should be “diminished or enlarged on account 
of his belief-or disbelief of any religious tenet, 
dogma, of teaching.” 
Under this constitution no form of religion can 
claim to be under the special guardianship of the 
law. The common law of England, whence our 
law of blasphemy is derived, did hav & certain re- 
ligion under its guardianship, and this religion was 
part of the law. The greatest concession made to 
religious liberty was the right of learned persons to 
decently debate upon controverted points. The 
essence of the law against blasphemy was that the 
offense, like apostasy and heresy, was against relig- 
ion, ‘and it was to uphold the established church, 
and not in any sense to maintain good order, that 
there was a law against blasphemy. The most 
‘superficial examination of the chapter in Blackstone 
treating of offenses against God and religion, must 
convince any mind that the sole aim and object of 
these laws was to preserve the Christian faith, as it 
was then understood and accepted by the estab- 
lished church. It may seem.to us that the punish- 
ments for these offenses were severe in the time of 
Blackstone, but they had then been greatly miti- 
gated, as the stake and fagot bad been of but 
too frequent use in. propagating what was deemed 
to'be the true religion. Even Blackstone complains 


that the definition of heresy had been too uncertain, 


and that the subject had been liable to be burnt for 
what he had not understood to be. heresy until it 
was decided to be so by the ecclesiastical judge who 
interpreted the canonical scriptures. To deny any 
one of the persons of the trinity, or to allege that 
there were more gods than one, was a heresy and was 
punished in the same manner as apostasy. 

Blasphemy is a crime grown from the same 
parent stem as apostasy and heresy. It is one of a 
class of offenses designed for the same general pur- 
pose, the fostering and protecting of a religion ac 
cepted by the state as the true religion, whose pre- 
cepts and tenets it was thought all good subjee's 
should observe. In the c:de of laws of a country 
enjoying absolute religicus freedom there is no 
place for the common law crime of blasphemy. 
Unsuited to the spirit of the age, its enforcement 
would be in contravention of the constitution of this 
- state, and this crime must be considered a stranger 
to the laws of Kentucky. 

Wherefore it is adjudged that the demurrer be 
and it is hereby sustuined, the indictment is dis- 
missed, the defendant's bail bond is quashed, and 
the defendant is dismissed hence without day. To 
this ruling of the court the Commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky excepts, and prays an appeal to the Court of 
Appeals, which is granted. zi 


What does the Catholic Review mean? Bemoan- 
ing the passage of the Hungarian Civil Marriage 
bill, it mentions the three other ecclesiastical bills 
which Premier Wekerle has prepared—a bill pro- 
viding for the free exercise of worship, a measure 
regulating the religion of the offspring of mixed 
marriages, a bill guaranteeing equal religious rights 
to Jews and Christians—and adds: “The Masonic 
lodge is the power behind all three measures.” 
This is equivalent to saying that these three embryo 
laws are infamous, for all know that the Catholic 
church looks upon continental Masonry as the em- 
bodiment of everything that is Antichristian, and 
therefore vile and destructiv. But is not the Æe- 
view very incautious? Does it not, in and for the 
United States, believe in religious equality before 
the law? In freedom of worship? Why should 
not Premier Wekerle secure the adoption of a law 
protecting freedom of worship in Hungary? Why 
should liberty of religious services be such a good 
thing in America and such a bad thing in the Aus- 
trian empire? Evidently the Catholic Review does 

-not believe that Jews should hav equal religious 
rights with Christians in the land of the Magyar. 


But we hav not heard that it protests against such * 


‘but it did not burn itself into my soul. 


equality in this republic. Are we to infer that the 
policy of the Catholie church is to demand freedom 
of conscience where she is relativly weak, aud to deny 
it where she has the power to do so? We respect- 
fully ask the Review to explain its position. It 
should not do again as it did when we corrected its 
mistake recently regarding the services of Paine in 
the Revolution—take refuge in silence. 
eS SS 
* Thumbscrew and Rack,” a pamphlet of Christian 
atrocities, by George E. Macdonald, the talented 
brother of the talented editor of Taz Trura SEEKER, 
should be in the hands of all who would. like to 
know how it is that Christianity gained such an as- 
cendancy in the world, and how it got ingrained 
into the very bones of the best nations in Europe 
till even the light of modern science and general 
intelligence stands appalled before it, or shrinks 
back not daring to.come in conflict with it. Mark- 
ing its.deep-seated life which all but defies extirpa- 
tion, the sciolist, who notes the phenomenon and 
cannot penetrate to.the historical cause behind it, 
alleges that the reason of Christianity’s power and 
endurance comes- from Qod. Those who hav, how- 
ever, read deeply in ecclesiastical history, know that 
its baleful strength lies in the fact that, wherever it 
may hav come from, it was propagated and enforced 
by all the most horrible machinery of hell. Surely, 
if the faith, as the simple believe, came from God, 
it did not require the devil to propagate and guard 
it! But that the cruelest. and bloodiest resources 
of evil planted Christianity so deeply in this realm 
that all the efforts of modern enlightenment strug- 
gle in vain to quite uproot it, no one will doubt who 
reads this. terrible pamphlet, like the decrees of 
Draco, written in blood. ‘I used to read in books,” 
says Colonel Ingersoll, * how our fathers persecuted 
mankind. But I never appreciated it. I read it, 
I did not 
really appreciate the infamies that hay been com- 
mitted in the name of religion until I saw the iron 
arguments that Christians used.” This little work 
givs engravings of the leading “iron arguments,” as 
found in the Nuremberg collection. There is that 
persuasiv argument, the thumbscrew ; there is “ the 
plain rack," and what we suppose must be consid- 
ered the ornamental one, adorned with the ghastli- 
est of iron spikes. And, if these cannot persuade 
you to be an orthodox Christian, there are the leg- 
crusher, the stocks, *Damien's bed of steel," the 
iron boot, the wheel (two varieties), the spider, the 
'ehastity belt, and the iron virgin, possibly the only 
kind of virgin the church kept on her premises—all 
really telling arguments of the Holy Inquisition ; 
and this harrowing pamphlet deals with the whole 
of them.— The Agnostic Journal. 
eee N 
The Bible, however, must elect to be judged by 
one of two tests; it may base its claim on its al- 
leged “inspiration,” or it may stand on its merit as 
ordinary literature. Now, it has always in the past 
elected to be judged by the first test ; it has claimed 
to be “the word of God," and, therefore, literature 
here or literature there, it demanded submission to 
its teaching. Now-a-clays, howeyer, the “ inspira- 
tion" business is pretty well played out, and an at- 
tempt is made—as it is made in the case of Jesus— 
to shift the ground of the claim. Jesus was set up 
as a god until the doctrin became ludicrous to even 
the sensible within the fold; and then—Jesus being 
no longer possible as God—we had Jesus the 
«elder brother,” and the “ideal man.” But in both 
cases, in that of Jesus as in that of the Bible, the 
fact of the previous claim having been made is fatal 
to the success of the latter. Hither Jesus is God or 
nothing; either the Bible is the inspired “ word of 
God,” or it is practically valueless, for its value arose 
from its alleged authority. Let us take a familiar 
illustration from every-day life of what we are con- 
tending. Suppose we were in the midst of a 
European crisis, and the question of war or peace 
hung in the balance. Suppose, then, we were 
brought a report of & speech, say, by Lord Rose- 
bery, on foreign affairs, which indicated the policy 
which England would pursue. And suppose, after 
reading that speech, some one came and told us it 
was a forgery; that Lord Rosebery never delivered 
such a speech, and that it was a hoax of a country 
journalist; would we not, in such case, throw away 
the report as worthless? Its whole value consisted 
in its authorship; if it was not the opinion of the 
head of the cabinet, it was practically worthless. 
In such a case, what would the editor of a great 
daily newspaper, who had, when he learned that the 
report was a forgery, thrown it in the waste-paper 
basket, think of a man who would fetch it out and 
say: '* Well, you know, it’s splendid as literature?” 
ZEE As a matter of fact, the Bible—like all 
books, like all men—despite the artificial estimate 
of the pulpit, must ultimately stand for what it is 
worth in the free market-place of the world’s litera- 


ture; and it is rapidly finding its true place. No 
interested “puffing” can forever blind men to the 
real value of any article. As representing the liter- 
ary remains of one people, the Buble will always hay 
a certain value; portions of it may hav a value of 
their own. It is not our purpose now to critically 
appraise it. But the world can never be summed 
up.in any one man, in any one book, in any one 
literature—and that a dead literature. The world 
is greater than Israel, greater than Greece, greater 
than Rome, for the only true and adequate measure 
of humanity is humanity itself— Frederick Ryan in 
London Freethinker. 


Random Notes. 


One of the places where Moses “lieth even unto 
this day " is the first chapter of Genesis. 

Tommy: * Does the total depravity doctrin inti- 
mate that being God's children we are necessarily 
bad?" 

Sunday-school Teacher: “ It is very wrong to ask 
questions.” 

The larger and thicker the cloak of religious 
piety a man wears the more mean qualitie3 it is ex- 
pected to cover. 

If women could sit in the jury-box the weaker 
sex would not be accorded the sure protection which 
they now enjoy. 

It is very unkind of Infidels to ask for the 
genealogy of Cain's wife's people. All things are 
possible with God. 

A book called “The Power of Religion” has 
made more people crazy than any other known agent 
except herding sheep in California. 

If Mary was really as handsome as Lew Wallace 
describes her, we cannot blame the Holy Ghost for 
anything he may hav been guilty of in that connec- 
tion. 

It appears after all that the devil was telling the 
truth when he assured our maternal parent that, 
contrary to cireulated reports, the apple was not 
poison. : 

Banking institutions hav learned by dearly 
bought experience that religious cashiers are not 
enjoying the especial confidence of the depositing 
public. 

Christ once wore trousers, but Infidels should not 
associate that fact with the other fact of four fifths 
of his followers being miss-mated wives and un- 
married misses. 

When a man quits the church of his own accord, 
it is a pretty sure sign he has found them out; but 
when the church expels a man it is a sure sign the 
public hav found him out. 

The holy Bible book divine relates very few, if 
any, beautiful examples of virtue. equal to that of 
Joseph in connection with Potiphars wife. God 
caused him to be punished and thrown into jail. 

*Oh, who is there among us" who can tell 
which would draw the largest audience of women 
and girls, a woman preacher representing a female 
god, or a man preacher represe" ting a male god ? 

The reason Solomon was so wise can only be ac- 
counted for by the fact that he had so many wives 
and concubines that nothing could happen in or 
near Jerusalem without his hearing about it at 
least twelve hundred times. : 

À man who would euss wicked enough, and long 
enough, and loud enough, nowadays to kill a fig 
tree would not be pointed to as a shining example 
for boys and girls to follow, but would be boycotted 
by all the churches in town. 

In pointing to Christ as a worthy example for 
your son to follow, you must first take into con- 
sideration that he was condemned and publicly. 
executed as a crimina) and a dangerous character to 
society. While we may believe him to be God's son 
we mustalso remember that the pedigree of his 
stepfather’s honorable family ended right there. 


eg S 

Probably the removal of H. L. Green's Freethink- 
ers’ Magazine to Chicago was not the cause of the 
trouble there, but his arrival and the breaking out 
of the riot were about synchronous. His address 
is Post Office ~Drawer 676. Chicago ought to giv 
him good support. 


The morals of Chautauqua went out on a sympa- 
thetic strike last Sunday. The excessivly good 
people there were so anxious to hear news from 
Chicago that they admitted Sunday papers to their 
sacred precincts for the first time since the place 
was dedicated to superficial scholarship and sanc- 
tity by statute. After this departure perhaps the 
men who puta Sunday embargo on knowledge will 
see the impropriety of keeping from other people 
news which interests them.—New York World. 
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betters of Friends. 


Cartoons Are Immense. 

BUTLER, IND., June 29, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5, for 
which please send Tue TRUTH SEEKER to 
iiy address. 1t is itipossible for me to 
do without it, for it is one of the best 
Freethought journals published to-day— 
fearless and sound to the core; and those 
cartoons of Heston's are simply immense, 
teaching us facts more forcibly than words 
could do. Wishing you and the paper all 

possible sticcess, T remain, 
Yours truly, JOHN Savven. 


Bent His ** Windfall’? Here. 
Warervitiz, Wasu., June 24, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav just had a windfall 
of $7, and I inclose $6.50 of the same to 
lubricate the wheels of progress. You can 
set my subscription ahead one year, and 
send me Putnam's ‘‘Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” Iam an old Infidel, and 
your paper and my sentiments coincide. 
Our little town of four hundred inhab- 
Ítants has seven lawyers, five saloons, five 
6huréhes, and over half a dozen minis- 
ters- of-the-gospel-of-our-Lord-and-Savior- 
Jesus -Christ-and-seekers - after-the-blood- 
of-heretics, and still the people complain 
of hard times; strange, isn’t it? Some of 
the D. D.'s get $1,000 a’ year to work for 
Jesus. I work for John Stephens, and 
don’t get half that much. 
Respectfully, Oscar REDFIELD. 


Mr. Bayard’s Sentiments. 
When bulldozed legislators dare 
To giv the great Chicago Fair 
The treasure of the nation; 
Their oath of office quite ignore, 
And Bible, too, on which they swore, 
To get elected then once more 
Would vote a world’s damnation; 
When boodled legislators dare 
Giv to the gold-bug millionaire, 
The finance of the nation, 
Then seize the toiler by the collar, 
And rob him of his silver dollar, 
Then pinch the buzzard till he’ll holler 
“In God we trust,” for ration; 
When impious legislators dare 
Out of the Constitution tear 
The safeguard of the nation 
'Gainst union vile of church and state, 
A base theocracy create 
And drive our country to her fate, 
They merit hell’s cremation. 
8. M. BAYARD. 


Official Hocus Pocus. 


TRINIDAD, CoL., June 22, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: If you know anything of 
the whereabouts of the fool-killer send him 
to Aberdeen, S. D. I think they hav use 
for him there, judging from this extract 
from the Star, a Populist paper printed at 
that place, under date of June 14, 1894. 
If that is a fair sample of the intelligence 
of the Populists please count me out. 

Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 

Jno. L, Sonuyrer. 

This is the note: 

At the request of a number of citizens, 
Mayor Jumper issued a proclamation to 
the effect that on Tuesday afternoon from 
three o'clock until six all business places 
be closed and that the people congregate 
8t the Grain Palace to pray for rain. 

[This is a local news item, and of course 
neither the Star nor its party can justly be 
held responsible for the idiocy of the 
mayor and citizens, unless the mayor and 
citizens officially represent the Populists. 
But the editor ¿s blameworthy for his 
failure to rebuke the mayor for his recog- 
nition of religion in his public capacity, 
and he should hav lampooned the prayer 
folly, that is, if he perceives the folly. 
But he is not alone in his subserviency to 
superstition; feweditors of country papers, 
or of other papers, for that matter, dare 
refuse to sacrifice to the gods of their day. 
—Ep. T. 8.] 


Priestcraft in tae Schoolroom. 
CoruMBUs, KAN., June 18, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: This town once had some 
outspoken Freethinkers and occasional 
lectures. I am now the only one left that 
values truth more than all things else. 
The four churches seemed to vie with each 
other last winter as to which should gather 
the most lambs into the ‘‘ fold;" into the 
“arms of Jesus.” 

The schools of Columbus are coming 
more and more under the manipulation 


and control of priests and bigots. In the 
annual normal school of one month a 
priest officiates often, talks and prays, and 
sectarian hymns are sung. Exercises of a 
religious character open the schools in the 
morning. When present, I silently object 
and remonstrate. The principal of the high 
school is a Methodist preacher and a relig- 
lotis bigot, but an ab!e teacher. The facts 
and logis he demands and enforces in the 
school are ignored, and emotion, sensa- 
tion, and exhortation are his ways and 
means in the pulpit. A boy in his school 
went to the ‘‘distracted” meeting, be- 
came excited, and was converted. This 
professor, it is said, worked upon his 
credulous mind and easily-led nature and 
persuaded him, against his inclination, to 
join the church. The boy joined the 
‘lambs’ fold," but is soon sorry he joined. 
I was introduced to this very pious pro- 
fessor. I said to him that my New York 
state certificate of fifty years ago would be 
a curiosity to him. He handed me a 
letter, saying it was the highest honor he 
ever received. It was an invitation to go 
to a certain place and help get up a revival. 
I. felt like giving him ‘‘ fits,” but it was 
not the time or place. If I ever hava 
chance I will giv him a ‘piece of my 
mind.” Truly, as Job says, *' The priests 
bear rule, and my people will hav it so.” 
Oh, how I hate it! Oh, that God and 
priests could be kept out of schoolrooms, . 
out of teachers, out of school books! 
J. H. Coox. . 


So Only that We Are Right on the 
Main Issue. 
Cuartevorx, Mion., July 7, 1894. 

Mr. Enprror: I notice by the tab on my 
paper that the distance for which I hav 
paid is at hand, and I am now liable to be 
put off the train before the next station is 
reached. 

I sometimes feel like discontinuing my 
journey when I find myself and others 
with whom I hava long time associated, 
classed as robbers, or at least as advocates 
of robbery, because we hay believed in 
certain political ideas that seem to difter 
from those of some of your editor ial writ- 
ers. Such menshould remember that it is 
easy to cry ‘‘robber” and ‘“‘stop thief," 
but not so easy to present sound reasons 
and convincing proofs. It is easy to say a 
thing is thus and so, but & sayso does not 
always prove it. Grover the great, in one 
of his wise deliverances, said that it is a 
condition, not a theory, that confronts us, 
and now we ordinary people notice that 
an attempt to apply his pet theory to the 
condition that then existed has brought 
him face to face with. another condition 
that for the time being is bringing disas- 
ter in place of the prosperity that existed 
under the other condition he so much de- 
plored. That surplus of treasure that was 
going to bear us down to ruin is gone, and 
in its place he has an equally large deficit. 
Which of the conditions think ye is most 
pleasing for the people to contemplate? 
Those, too, who hav been trying to con- 
vince us that all government is tyranny 
are having a little otject lesson in their 
beautiful theory in the condition that con- 
fronts them in the present strike. Or the 


| whole, we who are not political economists 


are from the condition that confronts us 
inclined to believe that a little government 
influence rightly exerted would be & good 
thing just at present, at least, as what we 
see of the workings of the no government 
plan does not look very encouraging. The 
system under which the nation prospered 


and kept a surplus in its treasury would. 


be much preferable to the prospect held 
out to us by the hundred and one reform- 
ers of the day whose stock in trade is 
theory. Advocate what theory you please 
of government or no government, so long 
as you are sound on religious theories I 
will try to yearly scrape up the amount 
of government promises to pay and for- 
ward the same in order to still hold my 
place on the list of subscribers to the best 
paper now published. 
Yours for mental liberty 
RoBERT MILLER. 


R. G. Horr vs. Bastiat. 
PALMYEA, NEB., June 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: In your issue of June 16, 
1884, there is a communication from John 
Peck commenting on the monetary articles 
of R. G. Horr in the New York Tribune, 


and he charges that gentleman with whip- 
ping the devil round the stump. Allow 
me to describe an encounter that took 
place between that celebrated mountebank 
and myself. It was over that much-vexed 
question, ‘‘Is the greenback.a dollar?” 
I contended that it was the government 
money, and having the legal tender attach- 
ment, it was virtually a dollar. His posi- 
tion was the old, wornout racket that it 
was a promis to pay a dollar, and that this 
dollar so named to be paid was a gold or 
silver dollar. I answered this idea with 
the statement that the mere words, ‘‘ Pay 
the bearer a dollar,” were not in them- 
selvs a proof that a coin dollar (gold or sil- 
ver) was implied, any more than the usual 
phrases, ‘‘The sun rises," ‘‘and the sun 
seta,” are true as a matter of fact. I also 
gave him the form of a receipt given by 
the officers of revenue to the people when 

they paid their license and received noth- 

ing but greenbacks for the same. We 
know their receipt said, ‘‘ Received dol- 
lars,” not merely promises t» pay dollars. 

Now the trouble between Mr. Horr and 
myself comes in right here. He garbled 
and cut out all these illustrations, thereby 
destroying the force of my argument and 
rendering the ideas I wished to convey 
utterly void and useless. Yet this self-same 
individual complains that his readers and 
correspondents ‘‘pick out a sentence in 
one article bereft of its connections, and. 
then a sentence in some other article iso- 
lated from its context.” He notonly does 
this, but does it knowingly to destroy and 
make the writer look ridiculous. There is 
one comfort in this age of printing, and 
that is, we can counteract him in this ne- 
farious game by printing.in other papers ; 
and it is for this end I write this article so 
as to offset the vapid and maudlin stuff 
disseminated by such papers as the New 
York Tribune. 

Anyone can get a clear comprehension 
of what constitutes a monetary unit of 
value by reading Bastiat’s definition of the 
same. He says: ‘‘ You hav a crown piece 
(gold) in your hands; what does it say ? 
If you can read with the eye of the mind 
the inscription it bears, you can distinctly 
see the words, Pay to the bearer a service 
equivalent to that which he has rendered 
to society, value received and stated." 
Now let any loyal citizen take this language 
and transfer it to a greenback, and would 
it not read as follows? ‘‘Pay this loyal 
soldier, who has rendered to his country 
patriotic services on the battlefields of said 
country, any of your goods and chattels 
which he may need, and we will redeem 
the same by our revenues.” In fact, no 
government can pay any. other dollar than 
by its taxation. It does not produce or 
labor so as to produce anything; all it can 
render is its tax receipt. 

Yours for sound money, 
l Jonn S. MAIBEN. 


Abont Some More Manifestations. 
Bosron, Mass., June 13, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: Believing your valuable 
paper to be just what its name signifies, 
viz., a TRUTH SEEKER, and that you wish 
to enlighten your readers on all subjects of 
interest, I will add to what I hav ‘already 
written you on the subject of *' Spiritism,” 
my further experience as an honest but 
skeptical investigator of the subject, which 
has cost me much time and money ; but 
truth, from. whatever source, is to me of 
more value than gold or honor, alth ugh I 
am in great need of the former, and the 
latter is but fit for dead saints. 

Since I came East this trip I hav had 
many (to me) wonderful demonstrations of 
occult or unknown power, both mental 
and physical ; and while I shali leave each 
reader to divine for himself the cause, I 
shall giv nothing but the truth as I saw it. 

On Sunday, June 10, my wife and I at- 
tended a private materializing circle at 55 
Rutland street, Boston; attendance, four- 
teen. The cabinet was at the end of a very 
large parlor; around the sides of the room 
were seated the audience. All lights were 
extinguished except one shaded light on 
the side of the room, so arranged that it 
could be turned on or off at will. Many 
ghost-like figures appeared from the cabi- 
net and, moving across the room, would 
take -the hands of their friends (allowing 
that the ghost-like figures were material- 
ized spirit friends of those whom they ap- 
proached), and lead them to the front of 


the cabinet and there hold, in audible 
whispers, a convereation of several minutes 
duration. My skepticism caused me to 
conclude that all this could be fraud, but 
soon a figure in white was seen coming up 
out of the floor by the side of my wife, who 
sat quite a distance from me and twenty or 
more feet from the cabinet. While my 
wife was quite frightened, she was re- 
quested to take hold of the then outreach- 
ing hands of the materialized form, which 
she did, when she was led to where I sat, 
and I accompanied them both nearly to the 
cabinet, when we were informed that. the 
so-called spirit was that of our deceased 
daughter who had died many years ago. 
To my inquiry, ‘‘Can you tell who we 
are or give our names ?" the spirit quickly 
answered, ‘‘ Papa and Mama Swan,” and 
sealed her words with a kiss; also told us 
of many others of our friends, giving their 
names, #8 being with her. This was rather 
a puzzle to my skeptical mind, as we were 
certain that no one in the house or the city 
could know us, and we had used the pre- 
caution to enter the house separately and 
several minutes apart, as well as to appear 
like strangers while in the house. Soon 
after there came to us others of our de- 
ceased friends, always giving their names 
in full, and some of them, by request, 
materialized outside the cabinet and in full 
view of all, when, after kissing us, they 
would dematerialize the same as they 
came, down through the floor. i 

As there was seemingly no chance for 
fraud, via trapdoors or mirrors, and cer- 
tainly no mesmeric delusions, I fail to uù- 
derstand the phenomena, unless we accept 
it as claimed by Spiritualists. I had seen 
much of such scenes before, none of which 
appeared to my determined and pre-con- 
ceived view as anything less than fraud. 
I hav since witnessed the same several 
times, as well as nearly all other phases of 
the so-called spirit manifestations, hut as 
they are so much in opposition to my 
former Materialistic views as taught by 
science, and so much beyond the compre- 
hension of my limited ability to understand 
the great unknown, I can but stand in awe 
and await further developments. 

In the meantime, I wish someone would 
explain the phenomena, or, if fraud, please 
tell by what means, and accept from me a 
timely consideration. A. D. Swan. 


There is No Annihilation. 


Curoaao, Inn., June 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: In view of my answer to 
‘An Investigator,” another makes the 
following query: : 

New Yonx, March 30, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: In a late number of your 
paper we find an answer by 8. P. Putnam 
to **An Investigator's " question, but it is 
not satisfactory to a Freethinker's mind. 
He says: ** The question of immortality is 
simply to be decided by facts.” ** We do 
not say, ‘Death en all,’ it simply 
changes.” ‘‘There is no such thing as 
annihilation,” etc., etc How does he 
know that, and advise not to seek for faith 
but for facts? What facts has he that 
there is no annihilation? The breath 
goes out of the body and it turns to dust, 
and to my reason, based on facts, there is 
anend. What is known of a hereafter and 
a God or godsis but imagination. How 
is that; is it common sense, or facts? 

. 8. R. THORNE. 

I wish to say to my friend that he con- 
founds annihilation with dissolution. I dò 
not deny dissolution, or that death ends 
conscious existence. Ido not affirm im- 
mortality any more than I affirm annihila- 
tion. Ideny annihilation for the same rea- 
son that I deny creation-—because it isincon- 
ceivable. That which is absolutely incon- 
ceivable cannot be affirmed to betrue, We 
cannot conceive of creation, that is, some- 
thing made out of nothing; neither can we 
conceive of annihilation, that is, some- 
thing becoming nothing. Something can 
not become nothing; that would be a 
miracle, as creation is a miracle. If 
something can become nothing there is an 
end of scientific inquiry. The basis of 
science is that, in seeking the effects of a 
cause, all that is in the cause must be 
found in the effects; and scientific inquiry 
does not cease until the whole cause is 
found in the sum of the effects. Some of 
the greatest scientific discoveries hav been 
made on this basis. Science will not allow 
one iota of the power of the cause to escape 
scrutiny, and inquiry as to the effect of 
the cause is not exhausted until the total 


ability of the cause is exhausted. But if 
annihilation is granted—namely, that 
-gomething becomes nothing—then science 
is not obliged to seek with unwearying 


patience for all of the cause in the effects;: 


for it may assume that part of the cause, in- 
stead of producing effects, is annihilated— 
has become nothing—in which case inquiry 
censes. Does not my friend perceive that 
the word annihilation, like the word erea- 
tion, is a purely theological and meta- 
physical word and altogether unscientific? 
Science can never use the word annibila- 
tion. ‘Death ends all" only in the sense 
that it ends our conscious existence, but it 
does not diminish in the least the amount 
of matter and force in the universe. My 
mental existence to-day is a mode of mo- 
tion. When I die the mode ceases, but 
there is no diminution of motion. There 
is just as much motion in the universe 
after my death as before; and if millions 
‘and billions of people should die there 
would be only a change in the modes of 
motion, but no loss of motion itself. I be- 
lieve that when I die my individual con- 
‘scious mental action ends, as the heat of a 
fire ends when the fire goes out, but when 
the heat of the fire ceases, the motion in the 
heat is not lost. It is simply changed into 
another mode of motion. So while my in- 
dividual existence ceases as & mode of 

' "forae, the force itself does not cease. 

. . My friend and I agree in idea, but we 
differ in definition. Death is dissolution 
but not annihilation.. If you say that 
death makes something nothing, then you 


might just as well say that birth makes | 


nothing something, and you are landed at 
: once in the hands of the theologian. Keep 
clear of metaphysics and. stick to things 
conceivable; change and dissolution are 
conceivable, but annihilation is inconceiv- 
able and therefore away with it—put it 
into limbo with ‘‘creation,” 
-Iam glad my friend has brought atten- 
tion to this matter, so that I can further 
_explainit. I ama Materialist and Atheist, 
and in the interest of a sound philosophy 
. and real science must abolish ‘‘annihila 
: . tion” as I do ** God" and **immortality " 
and ‘‘ creation.” S. P. Porwam. 


In Answer to a Christian. 
Yazoo Orry, Miss., June 23, 1894. 

My Dsar Freno: Your letters to me 
are like an oasis in the desert, only your 
persistent belief in the divinity of a father- 
less pretender takes from the oasis much 

` of delight. How I deplore that you can 
not and will not see what folly there is in 
such a belief—the Christ, the trinity, a 
plurality of gods. The idea of making 
God like a man, or a man like a God! 
God would cease to be omnipotent at 
once, when the services of a son were re- 

. quired, or of a Holy Ghost. It is too ab- 
surd. } 

Could you giv me the names of two per- 
sons, from all the records of the Old Testa- 
ment, with whom you would be willing to 
associate and call friends? Surely two 
ought to found in all that many. No per- 
son of mediocre intelligence, not inclined 
as the twig was bent, could admit a belief 
that God ever wrote sucha book. I sor- 
row at such persistent ignorance as I hear 
from my window every Sunday morning— 
the stentorian voices of some five bipeds, 
teaching God’s word, teaching the word 
of omnipotency. ‘Teachers, indeed, when 
one-half of them hav not as much sense as 
a June bug! One-half preach, not for 
Almighty God, but the almighty dollar, 
while the remainder believe what they 
teach because they hav preached it so long. 

It does not take a man of great brains to 
pound the Bible and vehemently expound 
its doctrins. Even I, your friend, could 
doit. I would not care for more than ten 
thousand a year, including such perquisits 
as my financiering might originate, and 
living in luxury I could choose of the 
pretty apples in the garden, and without 
danger of banishment, when you consider 
how much sharper is man of modern times 
than was our father Adam of old. But, 
little woman, I could not be persuaded to 
teach that which I do not believe, because 
I am fully convinced of its utter fallacy. 

Come, tell me if there is any progression 
in all this Christ doctrin. If there was I 

_ too would sanction it, regardless of his 
sensational birth or unknown pater fami- 
lias. It has been taught over and over 
for eighteen hundred years, and you can 
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not tell me-that it has ever produced a 
single invention or discovery, except those 
diabolical implements for the not gentle 
persuasion of h2retics. It teaches nothing 
conduciv to the health, happiness, comfort, 
welfare, and progression of mankind. 

See how searchers in scientific matters 
hav been thrown into prison, banished, 
murdered, by your Christian laws. Your 
and my nativ land of the starsand stripes, 
‘‘the home of the brave and the land of 
the free,” in its Christian superetition and 
fanaticism, drew the life-blood time and 
again from unprotected inuocence, even 
not anterior to the days when your and 
my grandsires were the lawmakers. 

Only for such great men as Paine and 
Jefferson, the fathers of our Constitution 
and country, the great United States of 
America might never hav been. Ask in- 
telligence and truth what the Infidel 
Thomas Paine did towards its independ- 
ence, and pronounce him a falsifier who 
would assert that Thomas. Jefferson be- 
lieved in a triune God or a revealed relig- 
ion. I repeat, the teacher or individual 
who really believes in revealed religion 
and a plurality of Gods, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost; that Satan was once an arch- 
angel, and page after page of such stuff, 
while all science and nature disprove it— 
such an exponent is either a moral coward 
fearing to ‘‘seek that ye may find,” by 
reading both sides of the question, or a 
.weak effort of nature to produce tome- 
thing—in God's own image, as the Bible 
terms it. 

The blood-stains, persecution, misery, 
and cruelties caused by ignorance, isms, 
and creeds, the direct outcome of Chris- 
tianity, would decide me, were the gift 
only mine, to Balaam into eternal self- 
abnegation all those who are now seeking 
an amendment to our nationsl Constitu- 
tion, whereby church can dictate to the 
lawmaker. I would hav you, of all persons, 
stop and calmly consider what the church 
is making an effort to do and what would 
be the future consequence. Christ, tne 
only begotten son of God, half man and 
half God, yet omnipotent and omniscient, 
establishes his church on earth, hangs out 
his sign, ** This is the way and the light, all 
ye who believe shall.hav everlasting life, 
all who do not believe shall be damned "— 
yet is compelled to ask assistance from the 
damned (those sinners at. Washington) that 
the country may be ruled from a Christian 
standpoint, i.e., whether you like it or not, 
you shall take sugar in your coffee. 

Rosin DE Sua. 
Not in Debt to Jesus. 
FREND, NEB., June 26, 1894. 

Mr Eprror: I am interested in Tur 
TaurR SEEKkER. I am interested in its 
teachings. I am interested in all things 
having a tendency to teach the gospel of 
intellectual hospitality—the liberty of 
thought and speech—and I sincerely hope 
Tux Trure SrExER will continue to pros- 
per, to enlighten the world, to teach man 
to think more of his fellow creatures and 
less of the orthodox God. How can we do 
-anything for God, who is all-wise? How 
can he, justly, expect anything from us, 
his children, who are totally depraved, 
totally destitute of holiness or good prin- 
ciples? If God intended us to love him, to 
worship him, to remember him in the daysof 
our youth, why did he not giv us the power 
of reason at birth? What a wonderful 
thought! Only think of it; at birth we 
know nothing, we hav no power of reason, 
know not right from wrong, are absolutely 
devoid of intellect. That God would leave 
us in just such a state is not to be called in 
question; we all know that it is our own 
personal efforts which bring us forward in 
this world; certainly God is doing nothing 
for us; we mold or mar our character 
without the assistance of supernatural 
power. lam the child of parents who be- 
lieve in the Congregational creed. While 
they do not contend that a vast majority 
of men are predestined unto everlasting 
torment, and others foreordained unto 
everlasting bliss, yet they do believe in 
rewards and punishments. They do be- 
lieve that an infinit being is watching over 
us, is keeping ‘‘ tab” on our actions, giv- 
ing us credit for the virtuous deeds, and 
making us debtors for the evil ones; while 
I do not believe in one nor the other, yet I 
regard their opinion as worthy of respect. 
I shall always respect the belief of others, 


in whatever manner or degree it may differ 


‘from my own Denying others the right 


to their belief would be enslaving bur- 
selvs to ottr own opinion, consequently 
I shall always support the right of every 
man to his opinion, which is more 
than the minister can say. Does it not 
seem strange that the orthodox minister 
cannot preach a sermon without attacking 
the belief of others? They will stand in 
the pülpit, and inform the Freethinker, 
the reformer, the moral man, that he is a 
miserable wretch, that he is a fool and not 
worthy of existence, yet these same min- 
isters will tell you that they (the ministers) 
invariably reward an evil action with a 
good one, returning good fof evil, und 
love their enemies. What a wonderfil 
degree of hypocrisy! Those who advocate 
this doctrin of loving their enemies are to 
be guarded against; they go down on 
record as having wreoked more homba 
than any other 6lass of pàople on the face 
of the earth. 

I recall to memory this incident of a few 
years ago: The minister had given me a 
very cordial invitation to join his church; 
he approached me, saying: ‘‘You were 
raised ina Christian family, and how it 
would please your people to leatn of -yotir 
having 6ome out from the world, and 
taken the start,” etc, Iinterrupted him 
here, saying such things should not be 
taken into sonsideration at all, the only 
thing to be considered, in taking such a 
step, was the love for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and yet I would venture to say that 
three-fourths of the church-members of 
to day had joined because some one here 
on earth had ixfluenced them, and if they 
would giv us their candid thoughts they 
would hav to confess that they knew not 
what the love for the Lord Jesus was like, 
but bad become members of the shurch 
with the single desire to promote them- 
selvs socially and financially. I once 
asked in Sunday-school about the accept- 
ance of miracles just as they werb de- 
scribed in the Bible. Our teacher, a man 
of excellent general information, answered 
‘me in the following language: ‘‘ They are 
questions which probably we had better 
not pry into too deeply." I reasoned that 
if such a condition of the mind was neces- 
sary to salvation, I would certainly die 
an unsaved man. By investigation I 
hav found that the Bible is a book that 
can be construed to conform to the belief 
of not only every church denomination on 
the globe, but every man on the earth can 
pick it to pieces and accept that which 
suits him. Yet people will attend church, 
paying a minister from $500 up, for preach- 
ing the gospel when he (the minister) is no 
better than the average man; in many re- 
spects is not one-half so honorable, and is 
in the ministry because it is as lucrativ 
and pleasant as any kind of work. What 
an abominable practice! I believe in being 
honest with my fellow-men. I think it 
policy. I do think we owe our fellow- 
citizens something— namely, rerpect; treat 
them fairly in our dealings. Although I 
hold no certificate, showing payment in 
full, bearing the fac-simile signature of 
Jesus Christ, yet I do not consider that I 
owe him anything, and how some people 
ean figure themselvs in his debt is beyond 
my comprebension. Haypon M. Ware. 


Free Trade vs. Protection. 
Nuw Yon, July 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: The letter of Mr. Chas. O. 
Hays, defending protection against free 
trade, shows how limited his understand- 
ing must be, and it is truly himself who is 
to be pitied, for he seems not to com- 
prehend the meaning of ‘‘free trade jn 
labor.” : 


That the manufacturers consider protec- | 


tion a blessing is only natural. No one 
will dispute it, because the government 
comes to their aid in taxing the foreign 
articles up to fifty per cent and more, so 
that the consumers sre compelled to pay 
that much more, if they wish a better arti- 
cle, or buy & home product of poorer 
quality, which will giv the manufacturer 
80 much extra profit. If our manufaotur- 
ers had to compete with the Europeans, 
they would hav to produce a better article. 
or be satisfied with less profits; but their 
establishments and trade would rest on a 
sounder, natural foundation, the laws 
of demand and supply, growing more 
slowly but surer, The protection policy 
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bestows large profits, therefore stimulates 
o¥er-ptdduétion, and its óonseQuendesi will 
froi time to time react in stagnation and 
bad times. A protected manufacturer is 
always in fear of tariff changes, which could 
not and will not happen under free trade. 

The old protectionist cry. about Eure- 
pean paupet labór has About loat its géedt 
forée as a sGarecrow, even for the labor- 
ers; by reading our daily papers we find 
that there is enough pauper labor here to 
shame us. At the same time one hears 
continuous boasting about the American’s 
superior intellect; much the best me 
chanics, the highest inventiv geniuses, ste 
to be found here. Now we ate at least 
three thoüsand miles away from Europe} 
some raw material is shipped from hete, 
to be worked up there and brought back 
here, and still our geniuses óannot dofti- 
pete with Europe! Fie! the greater the 
bhame! Has Mr. C. Hayes never read or 
heard that some of our manufacturers 
send their products to Europe and else- 
where and sell them there cheaper than at 
home to us? . 

Mr. C. Hays writes: ‘‘This may seem 
paradoxical to the narrow intellect of & 
free-trader} but if his teàson were allowed 
to expand a little, he woüld see that 
Europe cah bell more cheaply than we do, 
but that Europe will not sell as cheaply as . 
we do, unless compelled to do so by a 
tariff". What nonsense in this last sen- 
tence. Does he not know yet who has to 
pay the tax? If our government collects 
about two or three hundred millions of 
dollars tariff taxes from us, we, the 
people of the United States, hav to pay at 
least abont twelve hundred millions extra 
into the pockets of protected manufactur- 
ets, but I dotibt if Mr. O, Hays will ünder- 
stand it, any more than he understands 
“free trade in labor." 

How long the snare, ‘‘Protedtion li 
creases wages," will delude the great mass 
of ighotrant poor laborers I cannot tell, 
but many are getting clearer ideas about 
it. If protection is such a boon for the 
laborers, how comes it that they hav had 
to fight and strike these thirty years for 
higher wages and against reduction? 
Does not Mr. Hays know that when sugar 
was put on the free list its price fell two 
cents a pound right away; at the same time 
Congress gave to the sugür producers 4 
botinty of two cents for every pound of 
sügar produced, as protection. But where 
do the potato and cabbage farmers come 
in? Is it right? One outcome of this 
protection system has been the building 
up of very large establishments, or plants, 
which gombine into trust companies for 
the avowed purpose of reducing the cost 
of production, by the dismissal of many 
Jabore s and closing some of the establish- 
ments, and enabling them to fix their own 
prices in buying and selling their wares, 
to make immense profits to divide among 
themselvs, and to suppress al! competition. 
Is this so desirable? Could Anarchy be 
much worse? The government to help the 
rich plunders the common people, The 
Republican government has Jent to the 
national banks its or our money to allow 
them double interest thereon from us, the 
people; this government has squandered 
bonds and land grants on railroad sharp- 
ers, who had Representativs as silent part- 
ners. Has C. Hays ever heard or read of 
the Credit Mobilier? 

Two years ago the government adver- 
tised for extra large forgings. It gave the 
contract to the Carnegie works, Bethle- 
hem, Pa. Nevertheless our government 
could hav made them for $400,000 less, as 
we read in the papers, but thought it 
good policy to encourage these private 
concerns to establish large plants, for 
which the people had to pay. What are 


our thanks, as we read? We are deceived 
and defrauded by these very works! 

Is it any wonder that we hav now s9 
many thousands of millionaires and mill- 
ions of paupers and tramps? Forty years 
ago we had only a few of either, but we 
were a contented people. A man can be 
happy and liv in luxury; no need of hav- 
ing a million, and if not satisfied it only 
shows & wolfish nature, likely to become a 
curse to mankind. A radical change is 
badly needed to improve all this. I pro- 
pcse only two taxes—the town (or city), 
county, and state tax on ground alone, ail : 
improvements thereon to be free; for the 
na iona! government a graded income tax. 
Abolish custom houses and discharge a 
myriad of parasite officeholders, and giv: 
us more liberty, FREDERIOK Kor 2xy.. 
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@hildren’s (Sorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children’s Hour. 


Two Litfle Girls. 


This little girl is very poor; 

She has troubles, she finds, she can scarce endure: 
And yet, my dear, she has playthings plenty— 
Dolls as many as two-and-twenty. 

Houses, and ark», and picture books, 

Something pretty wherever she looks. 

But half the time she's puzzled to know 

What to do with the wonderful show, 

Tired of dollies two-and-twenty, 

And bored with her various toys a-plenty. 


That little girl is very rich, 

With an old doll like a perfect witch, 

A broken chair and a bit of delf, 

And a wee cracked cup on the closet she'f. 
Rhe can play witb only a row of pins; 
Houses and gardens, arks and irns, 

She makes with her chubby fingers small, 
And she never asks for a toy atall. 
Unseen around her the fairies strav, 
Giving her bright thoughts every day. 


Poor little girl and rich litte girl, 

How nice it would beif in time's swift whirl 
You could—perhaps not change your places, 
But catch a glimps of cach other's faces; 

For each to the other could something giv, 
Which would make the child life sweeter to liv, 
For both could giv and both could share 
Something the other had to spare. 


—M. E. Fangster, in Harper's Young People. 
— ,— 


Crime and the Criminal. 


Of all the subjects that are to-day at- 
iracting the attention of the political econ- 
omist, the philanthropist, and the states- 
wan, that of crime is without doubt the 
moet important. It is a subject that, like 
“ Banquo’s ghost," witl not down, but 
constantly rises up and demands attention. 
So we must either attend to it and try to 
overcome it or it will overcome us. 

Tt is a sad fact, that with our increase in 
ropu/ation and with our apparent advance 
in civilization, crime more than keeps pace 
with both, and is increasing so rapidly 
tbat our state and county governments 
hav hard work to cope withitand provide 
places of confinement for the criminal 
classes. 

Every person has a pet remedy for crime, 
tatis like patent medicin, a sure cure; 
but nothing so far has proven an entire 
rucecss, and in spite of all remedies crime 
is steadily increasing, not only in the num- 
ber of crimes committed, but also in the 
tendency to commit greater crimes in 
plece of smaller ones. 4 

When the census of 1890 was taken there 
were 60,079 criminals confined in our state 
pı nitentiaries and reformatories ; of tbis 
number 6,102 were women.  Shakrrare 
makes Hamlet say, ''Frailty, thy name 
is woman;" but this should hav read, 
“Frailty, thy name is man,” for twelve 
limes more men than women commit 
crime. 

Let us take a glance at the principal 
causes of crime, so we can better under- 
stand the nature of the evil, and thus be in 
a better position to apply the remedy, for 


if we are going to look for a remedy for 


crime, we must first diagnose the case and 
understand thoroughly the causes for 
which we are going to prescribe a remedy. 

We will find, when we come to look into 
the causes of crime, that they are as varied 
and differential as are the crimes them- 
gelvs. 

One of the great causes of crime, ad- 
mitted by all to be one of the principal 
ones, is that of ignorance; to overcome 
ignorance, we hav established the finest 
system of public schools that the world has 
ever seen, but the schools hav not bad the 
desired effect of decreasing the amount of 
crime ; for in spite of the greater intelli- 
gence of the people, the number of crimes 
committed each year still increases. 

But this may be accounted for by the 
fact that our public schools spend too 
much of the timein giving the children 
book learning and not devoting enough 
time to the teaching of good morals; it is 
often the case that our public-school 
teachers consider that their full duty is 
done when they hav succeeded in teaching 


without moral training is merely putting 
a weapon into the hands of the vicious. 
How often we hear of this man or boy who 
has been led astray by the reading of some 
trashy novel. If, when he learned to read, 
he had also been taught good morals and 
how to choose his literature, he would not 
hav been thus led astrav. 

The next cause of crime to be considered 
is that of bad company. Of all the causes 
of crime it is the greatest. We find from 
statistics that it is charged with being the 
-cause of one-third of all crimes. The fiock- 
ing of the people to the great cities, where 
they are crowded together, is materially 
adding to the preponderauce of tbis now 
too powerful cause. ` 

The great majority of our professional 
criminals became criminals before they 
were twenty years old, and they were not 
led into crime by the prompting of hunger 
nor from a special lack of honesty, but in 
almcst every case they were led astray by 
the bad example of their associates. 

I wish to call special attention to the 
fact that our present method of dealing 
with the ycuihful cffender is one of the 
greatest mistakes in our management of 
the criminal element. Take for example 
a boy who, out of mischief, has broken the 
law; it being his first offense. This boy is 
taken before a magistrate and is sentenced 
to serve time in one of our jails. There he 
is put in the same apartment with the old 
and hardened criminal; thus, he is thrown 
into the worst of company, and must over- 
hear them tel] all kinds of tales about crimes 
that they hav committed and he is thus in- 
structed for a career of crime. Thus, very 
often, we make criminals of our boys by our 
manner of punishing them. I once heard 
a noted man say that our city jails were 
the primary schools, the county jails the 
grammar, schools, and the state peniten- 
tiaries the. high schools of crime, and it 
seems to me he was just about right. To 
overcome this evil feature of our criminal 
punishment, all youthful offenders should 
be confined separate and apart from the 
older criminals. 

The worst breeding-spots of crime are 
the slums of our larger cities; here it is 
that the effect of bad company shows its 
fine hand. The children of the poor peo- 
ple hav no playground except the street. 
There they come in contact with the worst 
element, and soon by their teaching and 
bad example the boy who, if otherwise 
surrounded, might hav become a good 
citizen is almost sure to become a criminal. 

Drink is the next cause of crime that we 
will consider. Drink has always been 
considered the greatest cause of crime, 
but statistics fail to bear out the assertion; 
for, while bad company is charged with 
thirty-three per cent of crime, only twenty 
per cent cau be charged to drink. Drink, 
as a rule, is the cause of petit offenses, 
such as assault and battery and disturb- 
arce of the public peace. 

From the above statements it will be 
seen that bad company and drink together 
are the cause of over half of all the crimes 
committed. : 

Poverty as a cause of crime is small, but 
often poverty is the indirect cause of a 
criminal career; for it often happens that 
a poor person livs in a bad neighborhood 
and thus gets into bad company and is 
often led to drink to drown his sorrows, 
and thus, indirectly, poverty is the cause 
of a great amount of crime. 

The other causes ôf crime are idleness, 
bad temper, opportuni y, and want of 
principle; these four cause about one- 
fourth of the crimes. Very often, when 
the reason for the commission of a crime 
is not traceable to any one of the above 
causes, if is found to be the result of a 
combination of two or more of these 
causes. 

The last cause to be considered is that of 
hereditary infiuences. It is often found 
that certain persons are predisposed to 
crime. These poor mortals aremarked by 
their ancestors and they seem to take to 
erime-as naturally as a duck does to water. 
For a long time heredity asa cause of crime 
was laughed at by the knowing ones, but 
to-day, after long years of careful re- 
Search, it is an established fact. 

The child of 8 criminal inherits a di po- 
sition to commit crime, and for that reason 
it is now proposed to try and prevent 


the pupils reading, spelling, etc., but | criminals from marrying, and thus prevent 


therein lies a great_mistake, for education 


them from reproducing criminals. 


Next let us look at the methods of deal- 
ing with crime. In early times almost 
every crime was punished by death. The 
rulers of those early days hoped by this 
harsh method to stop crime ; but it was 
found that the severity of the punishment 
had very little if any effect on the amount 
of crime. Gradually the number of crimes 
which were punishable with death hav been 
diminished, till now theré remains only 
two crimes that are punished with death ; 
these are murder and treason. Even the 
death penalty for murder has been &bol- 
ished in some of the states. | 

Our present method of dealing with 
crime is to make punishment certain for 
the person who commits it, so that he will 
in the future refrain from doing anything 
wrong and that the example of his punish- 
ment may keep other men from crime. 

Of late years the severity of the punish- 
ment has been lessened and the criminal 
has been treated with greater kindness, 
and his a¢commodations in the prison hav 
been improved to such an ex ent that it 
now often happens that the prisoner is 
better fed, clothed, and housed within the 
prison walls than he would be if he were 
free to take care of himself out in the 
world. Abi 

Then, too, the certainty of punishment is 
so small, that even if the punishment was 
very severe, still there are so many chances 
of escaping punishment that an average 
criminal would never stop to think of the 
penalty. We find that only 42 per cent. of 
the criminals are caught, and of that num- 
ber only 55 per cent. are convicted, so we 
see that only 25 per cent. of the criminals 
are punished for the crimes they commit. 
With such a good chance of avoiding pun- 
ishment, is it any wonder that the criminal 
never lets the fear of punishment deter him 
from crime. 

Another fact which shows that our pres- 
ent system of dealing with the criminal 
element is a failure, is the fact that over 50 
per cent. of the convicts are recommitted, 
showing that the terror of prison life and 
the severity of prison discipline does not 
keep the convict from again bréaking the 
law. 

[To BE CONTINUED. } 
Uem mm 


Correspondence. 


EnsunToN, GA., June 21, 1894. 

Dzar Miss Wixow: This is my fourth 
letter to Tou TRUTH Seexer. It is vaca- 
tion now. The teachers’ meeting is being 
held in Elberton this week. Two of my 
sisters are teachers. I would be quite 
lonesome in vacation if it wasn’t for a little 
girl ae Dan: to me named Hammond 
Burch. e are together nearly all of the 
time, and we play all sorts of things. I 
don’t like to play with real dolls, but I like 
to dress up a squash and play. with it. 
Hammond and.1 play with them. The 
June bugs are as thick around our house 
as can be. Yesterday I caught five to- 
gether. I would like for some of the boys 


would be a famine, but we hav had some 
rain lately. We hav a calf and it has to 
stay in its stall allthetime. I gather grass 
and weeds for it, I remain your friend, : 
LIVE BELL. 


Sr. Josern, Mo., June 10, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: As my other letter 
found a place in THE -TRUTHS SEEKER, I 
venture to write again. f 

Our city has been visited by two Free- 
thinking lecturers this spring, Mr. Rems- 
burg and Mr. Steiner, of Des Moines, Ia. 
I heard themand enjoyed both very much. 
Neither had a large audience, as most of 
our citizens would rather go to church. I 
go to high school and, with the exception 
of one boy, am the only Freethinker. Two 
of my most intimate friends are very reli- 
gious, and I often shock them by express- 
ing some of my liberal views in their pres- 
ence. They say they are getting used to 
me now and are not surprised at anything 
Isay. We hav a very good public library 
here, but they hav no really Liberal books. 
They hav some of Walter peranta works, 
which are the most liberal of any I hav been 
able to obtain there. One day in our rhet- 
oric class we came across a reference to 
Eve as being the first woman, Our teacher 
asked who Eve was, and one little girl 
answered, ‘‘Noash’s wife." Amid a loud 
burst of laughter someone answered, ‘‘She 
was the first woman, and the first man 
Adam’s wife.” In the pause that followed 
I said, ‘‘I don’t th nk there ever was an 
Adam or Eve either." They ail looked 
very much astonished, and our teacher 
an:wered, ‘‘ Well, I think those are the 
names by which we designate the first man 
and woman.” Weare not allowed to ds 
cuss such subjects.in our classes, so it had 
to stop there. 


Hoping to see this in the Children’s 
Corner, and that it is not too long a letter, 
I am, as ever, your Freethinking friend, 

Nora McCoy. 

P.8.—Quite an Irish name, isn’t it? 
But I am happy to say, if my ancestors 
were Irish, I am not a Catholic. . N. 


{Too sensible for that.—Ep C. 0.] 


Laughing Babies 


are loved by everybody. Good nature in 
children is rare unless they are healthy. 
‘Those raised on the Gail Borden Eagle 


‘Brand Condensed Milk are comparativly 


free from sickness. This milk is so easily 
prepared that improper feeding is inex- 
cusable, : 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Ouset. 84 pages. Il- 
lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 
Womau: Four Centuries of Progress, 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. . 
All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance, 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. . 3 i 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. $ 
The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper. broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards. $1. _ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 


Propositions proved Afürmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold.. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. Price. 95c. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best iikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefntation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Juni1s «ad Casca. Price, 5 sents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


© A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 


COMPILED BY L. K. WASPBURN, 
Prive. $1.50 Wor ania at THIS OF FTO. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


- This book 1s just what its title implies—thump- 
ng whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 


and girls to write tome. We thought there | what Christians have done to advance their relig- 


ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the: gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu...vianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonemeut 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. d 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


L K. Washburn's Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
ho Price. 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘*The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are -thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to underia e & 
orusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 
Prioe, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cente. 


Spiritualism : Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents, 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Modern Marriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. | 


Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriaees—one from the nobility, one frou the 
bourgeoisie ove from the petty bourgeoiste, and 
one trom the working-people—and ¢eescribes, wi'h 
all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig - 
inates, by what motive each is insvired, how each 
is consummated, and how each results. 


Price, 15 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


Yddress T l 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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JYew Publ cations. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica 
tions noticed here can be. had of Tre 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


An Unorrictat Parriot, By Helen H. 
Gardener, author of “Men, Women, 
and Gods,” ‘‘Is This Your Son, My 
Lord?” “Facts and Fictions of Life,” 
ete., etc, Boston: Arena Publishing 
Company. Price, cloth, $1.25; paper, 
50 cents. 


We hay done with ‘An Unofficial 
Patriot" what we get time to do with very, 
very few books—read it through, every 
word from dedication to finis, It is a 
breezy, interesting, thought-provoking 
work. Welikeit. We cheerfully recom- 
mend it. It’s hero is Grittith Davenport, 
born in 1809 in Virginia. His father was 
a country 'squire, a slaveholder, an Epis- 
copalian, quick-tempered, opinionated, 
old-fashioned in his ideas, but genial, 
kindly, devoted to his family, honest, In 
1824 Methodism made its advent in Vir- 
ginia. It appealed to different minds and 
temperaments than those content to jog 
along in the time-honored, respectable 
Episcopalian path. Young Davenport had 
- never doubted. There was no question- 
ing of the old faith in his father’s house- 
hold or among his associates. That his 
father swore volubly at the slaves did not 
seem to the boy to be strange or wrong 
or ab all incompatible with the conventional 
religion of his home, with its stated pray- 
ers and formal table graces. When, there- 
fore, in his nineteenth year, Griffith was 
baptized into the Methodist fold and 
entered upon the career of a circuit rider 
there was amazement, consternation, 
anger in his parents’ home. But the 
young man had a ‘‘conscience” and he 
could be happy only when doing what he 
considered to be his **duty." That for him 
was the line of least resistance, the line 
which we all follow. 

With the irruption of the new, more 
emotional religion, came, as a conse- 
quence, other disturbing faneies and 
thoughts. Minds aroused out of the 
lethargy that had previously held them 
quiescent necessarily sought divergent 
avenues of activity. There were born 
vague doubts about the institution of 
slavery. Was the institution right per se? 
If right for the laity, was it right for the 
clergy to hold slaves, to bny and sell 
fellow Christians? That sensitiv con- 
science was agitated, strained, tormented. 
Griffith had owned from boyhood a body 
servant, very much devoted to him, With 
his wife there came from her father other 
slaves into his power. The embryo aboli- 
tionist had long ago vowed that he would 
never buy or sell one of the dark race. And 
now his father insisted that be shonld 
make his home upon one of the family 
plantations. Thus still more slaves were 
forced under his control. There came a 
time when he had to buy the husband of 
one of his ‘‘ girls” to prevent a heart- 
breaking separation, not otherwise avoid- 
able, The struggle and final defeat cost 
him dearly, Griffith realized, as only 
those can who lived in the South in slavery 
days, the difficulties in the way of the 
master who would free himself from the 
curse of ownership. ‘The slaves knew 
nothing of self-dependence. They knew 
nothing of lifein the free states. To leave 
them free in Virginia was a felony, An 
unfamiliar sight in the North, they could 
not there, at that time, livin peace. But 
this man of whom Helen Gardener writes 
at last made up his mind that he would in 
some way rid his concience of this ever- 
increasing burden; he would take his sons 
to some place to be educated ** where the 
trend of thought is toward freedom," he 
said, He had, by correspondence and as- 
s stance, secured a position in a small col- 
lege in Indiana, He arranged with a 
Washington lawyer for the manumission 
of his slaves. He sold his landed property. 
He met his fiist great disappointment 
when he gathered the negroes at the ‘‘big 
hous2" to giv them their freedom papers. 
They had expected some gift, a plug of 
*'terbacker," a ''ealiker" dress, some- 
thing to eat, drink, or wear. And there 
was nothing but papers Those are not 
the only people who hay been careless of 
hberty for themselys and others for the 
sake of a dower or a stipend. Not a ray 
of light eame into the black faces. ‘‘ Not 
one grasped the fall meaning of itall. It 
was evident that one and all expected to 
liv along as before—to follow the fortunes 
of the family.” 

At last the Davenport caravan is off for 
Washington. Two of the negro boys run 
away, preferring to remain amid the old sur- 
roundings, Thus is Griffith made liable to 
arrest whenever he shall again set foot in 
Virginia, At last the Long Bridge is 
crogsed, the ** dead line " is passed, they are 
in Washington. The slaves were taken to 
the cabins secured beforehand for them. 
Then Griffith and Katherine repaired to 

the office of their lawyer. They had taken 


| 


it as a matter of course that a few of the 
older house servants, and Jerry and his 
family, would accompany them to their 
new home. But now tbey learned, to 
their intense dismay, that the Constitution 
of Indiana forbade the taking of negroes 
into the state or giving them employment. 
We of to-day can readily understand the 
purpose of these inhibitions, when we take 
note of our Chinese exclusion acts. Com- 
petition with ‘‘ white” labor could not, 
cannot be allowed. Suchis the argument. 
So the Davenport negroes were all left in 
Washington, a sum of money having been 
put into the lawyer’s hands for the partial 
support of the more aged ones, 

The environmentin the Western state was 
peenliar and unpleasant, but gradually the 
Virginians became accustomed to itand the 
clouds drifted up and away, toacertain ex- 
tent. The boys grew to manhood; the eld- 
est went to Missourito help conducta paper 
opposed to the extension of slavery into 
the territories. Lincoln waselected. The 
storm burst. The printing office was 
burned by the pro-slavery adherents and 
Beverley Davenport escaped to Kansas and 
enlisted in a regiment making up in that 
state, The two other boys also entered 
the service, Governor Morton, Indiana’s 
famous war executiv, knew Griffitn well 
and after the disaster at Ball Run he rec 
ommended to President Lincoln the em- 
ployment of Griffith Davenport as a guide 
for the Union armies in Virginia. Griffith 
was summoned to Washington. He came 
into the presence of Lincoln, but at first 
he positivly refused to engage in the work 
required of him. He was deeply attached 
to his old home and the people who had 
been the companions of his youth and 
early manhood. He could not bring him- 
self to consent to lead a hostil army to 
devastate the one and drive out or slay the 
others. It was only after Lincoln had 
shown him that it was his duty, as a Union 
man and a lover of his kind, to do all he 
could to restore the Union and to prevent 
the repetition of such useless sacrifices as 
that at Bull Run that he consented to 
guide an engineer’s corps through the 
valleys and over the mountains of his be- 
loved nativ state. He had once more 
yielded to his conscience and he did faith- 
fully and well the work he had promised 
to do, albeit at great cost to his feelings. 
He retnrned safely to his home and died 
before the close of the great conflict, but 
not before ho had accomplished all that 
lay within the power of an ‘unofficial 
patriot.” 

This book is a Freethought work only 
by suggestion, but none the less it must 
hay a great liberalizing influence. How 
little of comfort there is in the tenets of 
orthodox Christianity is unobtrusivly but 
effectivly shown in the elosing pages of 
Chapter XVIT. Beverly Davenport, in a 
letter written to his mother from a Tennes- 
see camp while his father was on duty in 
Virginia, says: 

***Dear old father! His last letter to 
me was an inspiration and a sermon, in 
living (as he is), without the least bit of 
preaching in it. He doesn’t need to preach. 
He livs far better than any creed or than 
any religion; but——" 

‘Katherine broke off and pondered. 
Was Beverly still reading Thomas Paine? 
If he were to be kilted! What did he be- 
lieve? ‘Livs far better than any creed 
or than any religion,’ what did he mean? 
Had Beverly become openly an unbeliever 
in creeds and religions? "The thought al- 
most froze her blood. She fell upon her 
knees and wept &nd prayed—not for her 
son’s life to be spared from the bulleta of 
the enemy, as was her habit, but that the 
‘shafts of the destroyer’ might spare his 
soul! Her cup of anxiety and sorrow was 
embittered and made to overflow by the 
sincerity of a belief which was so simple, 
and knew so little of evasion, that the bot- 
tomless pit did, indeed, yawn before her 
for this son of her youth. 

«Sayo him, save him,’ she moaned 
aloud, ‘if not trom death, at least from 
destruction, O God of my salvation!’ 

“t The terrors which should follow unbe- 
lief had been long ago, in her rigid Pres 
byterian home, made so much a part of 
her very nature, that the simple cheerful, 
happy side of Griffith’s religion, which 
had been uppermcst all these years, had 
not even yet, in carca of unusual stress, 
obliterated the horror of Katherine’s lit- 
eral belief in and fear of an awful hell, 
and a vengeance-visiting God for those who 
slighted or questioned the justice or 
truth of a cruel revelation of him, 
great and haunting fear for Beverly's soul 
eclipsed her fear for his life, and Kath- 
erine’s religion added terrors to the war 
that were more real and dark and fearful 
than the real horrors that are & natural 
and legitimate part of acruel civil contest. 
The ‘comforts,’ to a loving heart and a 
clear head, of such a religion were vague 
and shadowy, indeed. Its certain and 
awful threats were like a flaming sword of 
wrath before her eyes. To those who 
could evade the personal application of 
the tenets of their faith, who could accept 
or reject at will the doctrins they pro- 
fesscd, who could wear as an easy garment 
the parts they liked, and slip from their 


shoulders the features of their ‘revelation’ 
to which the condition of their own loved 
ones did not respond, there might be com- 
fort. Her faith was so real and firm it did 
not doubt a literal damnation nor could she 
rend from under the decree those she 
loved, simply because she loved them. An 
eternal decree of suffering hung over her 
first-born, the idol of her soul! The awful 
burden of her religion was almost more 
than she could bear in these days of fear 
and loneliness, stimulated as it was by the 
ever-present threat and shadow of death 


for the lamb that had strayed, ever so 
little, from the orthodox fold. Her days 
were doubly burdened by the new anxiety, 
shadowed by the real, and haunted by tke 
agony of fear for the imaginary danger, 
to her son. In her dreams that night, she 
saw him stand before an angry and aveng- 
ing God, and she awoke in a very panic of 
delirium and mental anguish. Great 
beads of moisture stood upon her brow. 
‘Save him! save him O God of our salva- 
tion!’ she cried out, and little Margaret 
stirred uneasily in her bed.” 
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FROM UNDER 


CANDLE 


FEER 13 USEE 


By WILLIAM HART. 


1.306 Questions to the Clergy and for the Con- 
sideration of Others. 


The author, while a sincere church mem ar, obsyead the in- 
junction to search the scriptures, which led to the proponudiag of 
those queries, no clergyman can answer ri'ioanily and remain a 


Christian. 
PRICK 4)ZCEN lS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEK iR, 28 Lafl'uyett: P., New York. 
POPULAR EDITIONS 
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Thomas Paine’s Works. 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.3 

6 copies fer 41; cloth. 50C. 
AGE OF RE^ SON AND EXAM- 
INATION OFTHE PROPHE- 


CIES. Pap., 406. ; clo., 75e. 
APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 

AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

(Lite). By J. E. Remsburg. 
portrait. Pap „COC; clo., 750 
COMMON SENSE. (1770.) 150. 
CRISIS. Written During Am. 
* Hevolution Pan., 40c.; elo., 750. 
GREAT WORKS. 8v0. 800 pp.; 
clo.. $3; leather, #4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


| LIFE OF. By C. Blanchard. 
Pup ,40c.; clo., with portrait, 60c. 
| LIFE OF. By M. D. Conway. 


With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Caréer in 
America, Franec, and JIugland, 
and a Sketch by William Cubbett, 
The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. 65. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 500. 

LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER, Underwood. 10c 

POLITICAL WORKS: '*Com- 
mon Sense,” * Crisis," * Rights of 
Man” 431.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN, Answer to 
Burke's Attack on the French Hev. 
olution, Pap..40c ; clo.. 756. 

TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
IIS. Comp. by Moreau. 100, 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS: ‘A: 
of Reason,” “ Examination of the 
Prophecies,” etc., with Life of 
Paine and steel portrait, $1.50. 

VINDICATION, Reply to N.Y. 

Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll. Wo. 
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The Orthod-ox Team. 


** Hold on, stranger! Turn out yonder 
close to the wall! 

For a eda very narrow, and I’ve got 
ita 

Whoa, back, haw there, old Baptist! 
Whoa, Methodist, whoa! 

These are oxen that need all the road, you 
must know. 

Yes, I drive without .swearin’, though 
strange it may seem, 

For I’m drivin’,good stranger, my orthod- 
ox team!” 

Said the Iumberman of Calaveras. 


** That Episcopal ox is of excellent breed; 

Much more noted for style than he is for 
his speed, 

"Though of delicate structure, this ox will 
not shirk, 

Yet he never was known, sir, to sweat at 
his work. . A 

He's a good, pious ox, never losing his 


way, 
For he reads all the sign-boards, and goes 
not astray!” 
Said the lumberman of Calaveras. 


** There's the good Baptist ox; he’s hard- 
shell to the bone; 

Close communion in diet—he eats all alone! 

Shakes his head when it's rainin’ and closes 
his eyes; 

He hates to be sprinkled, though it comes 
from the skies! 

Why, he won't cross a bridge unless 
dragged by the team; 

He'll go nowhere, Iswar, but ‘down into’ 
the stream!” 

Said the lamberman of Calaveras, 


“ Presbyterian, gee! Congregational, haw! 
They’re good stock, let me tell you, and 
now how to draw! 
They’re so perfectly matched, sir, that 
very few folk 
Can tell them apart when they’re out of 
the yoke! 
Yet you see a slight difference when it is 
shown: 
One leans on his Elders and one stands 
alone!” 
Said the lumberman of Calaveras. 
**'There's an ox I term Israel—oldest of 
all; 
Once he grazed in the garden before 
Adam’s fall; : 
He went into the ark 8t the time of the 


00 
And when Pharoah starved he was chewin’ 
his cud! 


There’s an ancestry, sir, full of glory, no | 


doubt, 
But for goring the Master, they're scat- 
tered about!” 
Said the lumberman of Calaveras. 
**Tve an ox over there who tends strictly 
to biz; 
He's a Catholic ox; what a monster he is! 
And he keeps gromm big, while he keeps 
growin’ cld, 
Aad did let’s go when he once gets a 
o 
He’s a strong one, you bet! Why, I never 
yet spoke - 
But he started right off with neck in the 
yoke!” i 
Said the lumberman of Calaveras. . 


** There's old Methodist, one of the best 
on the road! . 
You'd suppose by the fuss he alone dragged 
the load! 

How he pulls when I sing hallelujah, and 
shout; 

But the worst of it is, he keeps changin’ 
abouti 

He was bought on probation, and works 
like & top, 

But I've had him three years, and suppose 
I must swop!" 

Said the lumberman of Calaveras. 

'' That suave Universalist many admire, 

Claims the devil's a myth, with his great 
prairie fire! = 

There’s my Adventist claimin’ to hav sec- 
ond sight; 

If he keeps on a-guessin’ he'll guess the 
thing right! 

And the Seventh Day Baptist; their num- 
bers are such, 

If they do break the Sabbath, they don’t 
break it much!" 

Said the lumberman of Calaveras. 


't Got a Spiritist? Yes, sir, I bought him 


by chance; E 
When it comes to hard work he goes off in 
a trance. . 
Nothing practical, sir, in à medium ox, 
If you flee to keep proddin’ with rappin’s 
and knocks. 
But I must keep movin’ and ploddin’ along 
With my orthodox team, or the world 
will go wrong!” 
Said the lumberman of Calaveras. 
‘Take the road that I came, and beware 
of short cuts; . 
You will notlose the way if you follow the 
ruts. 
Iam sorry to force you, my friend, to 
turn out, 
But this is the regular lumberman's route, 
On the road of life, stranger, my right is 
supreme. 
The whole world must turn out for my 
: orthod-ox team!" 
Said the lumberman of Calaveras. 
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RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Stndent of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Gonscience or Moral Sense, Beantiful Oharity, 
What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, clety. and Honor 
Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, ee 
Conduct; or Right Doing ife, Avarice, Not a Means to Life's 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? est End, pr 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life's Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Belf-Control, Blossoms, . 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect, g . Reason and Free Inquiry. 
Temperance and Ietemperance, Foolish Pride and Silly Prejn- Free Speech, 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- ce ; A Free Press, 

Anger, the Distorter, 


ous? Rights of Animals, 
Cultivation of Indivi guality, The Angel of Forgiveness Rights of Children, . 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great, Faculty. Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseveran-e, the Friend of Man, of Man. . 

Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Snc- Moral Cleanliness 

Value of a Trade, . cess. y Politeness. The Gentleman 
Recreation a Necessity, The Dificulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 
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Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 

Truth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, | 

Whatis an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of & Promise. ower of Will, Wisdo.n. 


Fraud a Crime, Courage, a Necessity to Right 
he Poison of Slander, Living. : 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: ; 

As with the physical, 30 with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there ts an tndissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
tnexorable destiny, a law whioh altereth not. —H sr bert Spencer. 

Living is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Placa, New York. 
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AN ATTEMPI TO PROVE THAT $ 


The Pursnit of Pleasure is the Siue Qua Nou of Iutellectual, Moral, and Social 
' Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


: CONTENTS: . : 

Boox I.—PLEASURE: Chap. I.—Sources of Pleasure. nap. IL—Material Pleasures. Chap. IIIL.— 

Ideal Pleasures, Ohap [I cial Pleasures. ( hap. V.—Pleasures of the Savage, the 
Barbarian and the Civilized. Chap. VI — Genesis of religions. Ohap. VI i 

Boox IL—INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpose of life. Ch: 

Ohap. Ifl.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 

Ideal Pleasures: Oharacter. Ohap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Ohap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 


potism. 

Boox IIL.—MoRAL DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. I.—Morality. Ohap. II.—Material Pleasures: Prudence. 
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ener Mone, Tekel of Nocialism. Ohap. V.—Province of Government. Ohap. VI.—Our 
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Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have been rendered by 
men who arein every way qualified as judges of books: 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with 
out mu h thought whether the ice is thin or not. Itanswers the greatest question—What is the 
us ', object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real can-e and motive of progress? 
—by one word, Pleasure !— Thaddeus B. : 

He sharply attasks, al:0, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out py the facts, an t his rraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—New York Oommerotal Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not & padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with -ords for lask of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. e do not'see how anyone can reid this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading.: It is a work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear an t incisive, but for 
is bold, hoaest sayings.—L K. Washburn. ! 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloqnent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress" has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel- 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. ` 
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The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that 1 
of idolg and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abrahamo AN po 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Ohrist/s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
culiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ing are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitnt- 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 

CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 
The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 
The Earth. In General. 
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The Sun. : "NES . By the Kidneys. 
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Sin and Salvation. Tom 
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Hygiene of the Brain and the Cnre of 
ervousness. By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1.50. '* Get this book and 
read it, for it abounds in practical valuable 
knowledge."—[Chicago Inter-Ocean. : 


Eating for Strength. By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail $1. "Iam delighted with 
it."—[H. B. Baker, M.D., Secretary Michigan 
State Board of Health. i E . 


Parturition Withont Pain. : A Code of 
Directions for avoiding most o e Pains and 
Dangers of Childbearing. By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1. “A work whose ex- 
cellence surpasses our power to commend.” — 
[New York Evening Mail.. : 


Liver Complaint, Mental Dys epsia, and - 
Headache: Their Cure by Home Treat: 


The Relations of the Sexes. By Mrs. E. 
B. Duffey, author of “ What Women Should 
Know,” * No Sex in Education,” etc. Price, by 
mail, $1. Mrs, Charles Brewster, Portland, Me., 
writes: '" Had I possessed this book ten years 
ago it would have saved me ten years of in- 
validism, and |. should have been the mother of 
healthy instead of sickly children.". ^ 


Youth: Its Care and Cultnre. By J. 
Mortimer Granville. $1. To this has been 
added a paper by that charming, English 
writer, Grace Greenwood, on the “Physical 
Education of a Girl,” and a paper on the 
“Dress of Girls.” Its retail price is $1. 


Talks to My Patients. By Mrs. R. B. 
Gleason, M.D. A Practical Handbook for the 
Maid, Wife, and Mother: with a beautitul Pho- 
tographic Portrait of the Author Price, by 
mail, $1.50. " We wish the chapter, ‘ Gonfilen- 
tial to Mothers,’ might be published as a tract 

and sent to every mother in the land.”—[Har- 

per’s New Monthly Magazine. 


The Better Way. An Appeal to Men in - 
behalf of Human Culture through a wiser par- 
entage. By A. E. Newton. Price, by mail, 
25 cents. “It contains information and warning 
that are urgently needed."—[Christian Union. 


Sexnal Physiology. A Scientific and Pop- 
ular Exposition of the Fundamental Problems 
in Fociology: By n. T. Trall, M.D. Price, by 
mail, $2. This work has rapidly passed throu 
forty editions,and the demand is constantly 
increasing. No such complete and valuable 
work has ever before been issued. 


Frnit and Bread. A Natural and Scien- 
tific Diet. By Gustav Sehlickeysen, Trans- 
lated from the German, by M. L. Holbrook, 

D. In addition also it contains a Complete 
and Rgdical Cure for Intemperance, by the Use 
of a Vegetable and Fruit Diet. By Chas. O. 
Groom Napier, F.H.S. 250 pages. Price, $1. 


Three Books in One. From the Cradle 
to the School. By Bertha Meyer. The Rights 
of Children. By erbert Spencer. The Gov- 
ernment of Children. By M.L. Holbrook, M.D. 
Price, by mail, n , Cloth, $1. "Itis 
& book worthy to pe rariked with the best that 

p has eyer been written concerning the training 
of children."—[Bazar. ' 


Vegetarianism the Radical Cnre for In- 
temperance. By Harriet P. Fowler. 


Price, 30 cents, by mail. “It should be quietly 
given to every drinker."—[(Herald of Health. 


Muscle-Beating; or, Home Gymnastics 
for Sick: and We Il. By C. Kemm, 


manager of the gymnasium of Rega. 30 cents. 


Marriage and Parentage, in their Sanitary 
and Physiological Relations, and in their bear- 
on the producing of children of finer health 

and greater ability. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. $1. 
The Sctentific American says: " Books on this 
subject are usually written by ‘cranks,’ but this 
is radically different: it is scientific, sober. 
clean, aud worthy of conscientious considera- 
tion by every possible parent, and particularly 


by the young. 

The Diet Cure. The Relations of Food 
and Drink to Health, Disease, Cure. By T. L. 
Nichols, M.D., editor London ‘Herald of Heatin. 


Price, cloth. 50 cents. 
Medical Hints on the Protection and Man- 


agement. of the Singing Voice. By 
Lenox Brown, F.R.C.8. 20th thonsand. 380 cts. 


Deep Breathing; or, Lung Gymnastics. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. Mrs, Horace Mann writes: 
“Every book you print is pure gold and de- 
serves wide circulation." 

By M. 


How to Strengthen the Memory. 
. L. Holbrook, M.D. $1. ý 
A Physician’s Sermon to Yonng Men. By 
Dr. W. Pratt. Price, 25 cents. Prof. R. A. 
Proctor, the well-known English astronomer. 
says of it: ‘* MATE false delicacy lads and 
ouths are left tofallinto tronble, and not a fer 
ave their prospects of a healthy happy life ak 
solutely ruined. The little book before us is in- 
tended to be put into the hands of young men 
by fathers who are un ng or incapable ox 
discharging a father's duty in this respect; ana 
as not one father in ten is, we believe, ready v 
do what is right by his boys himself, it is well 
that sucha book as this should be available. If 
itis read by all who should read it, its sale will 
be counted by hundreds of thousands." T] 
publisher will send 10 copies by mail, postpaid, 
‘or $2, Should anyone desire them by the 10! 
or 1,000 they can make satisfactory terms by cor- 
respondence. : 
"Catalogues Free. æ 


By mail on receipt of price. 
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So FAR asa doctrin can influence gen- 
eral conduct, the doctrin of evolution, in 
its social applications, is calculated to pro-- 
duce a steadyino effect, alike on thougbt 
and action.— Herbert Spencer. 


Wanns it may be right to permit major- 
ities to rule, this does not mean that minor- 
ities should not be fairly represented. 
The American idea of running over minor- 
ities is full of injustice and danger.— Gal- 
veston News. 


Tsou hast conquered, O pale Galilean; 
the world has grown grey from thy 
breath; ee Lo ren PU 

We hav drunken of things Lethean, and 
fed on the fulness of death. 

: —Algernon Charles Swinburne. 


Tag Chinese are not a people who perse- 
cute for opinion. Persons professing four 
different forms of faith or sets of doctrins 
hav lived side by side, and the teachers of 
each hav worked in peace for centuries. 
No man’s promotion in. the public service 


is increased or retarded because he is of | 


this or that form of religion.— The Church- 
man. 


Waar does it matter whether you are 
governed by a saber, a holy- water sprink- 
‘ler, or an umbrella-stick? In any case it 
is a stick, and I am surprised that men of 
progress should wrangle about the choice 
of the cudgel that is to tickle their shoul- 
ders, while it would be far more progressiv 
and less expensiv to smash it up and 
throw the pieces to all the devils.—ZLeo 
Tolstoi. 


Senser and Insight married, and 
had a child, and called it Genius, and by 
that name it has been known to this day. 
People pass, and, not seeing its father and 
mother, say: ** Whose offspring is it? Tt 
must hav dropped from the sky; it must 
hav had a miraculous birth; its existence 
is a marvel we may not pretend to under- 
stand.” The parents smile proudly at this, 
but'they keep their secret to themselvs.— 

. Joseph Dana Miller. 


No one oan watch the sincerity of relig- 
ious endeavor, the warmth of religious 
feeling, the nobleness of religious conduct 
among races whom we are inclined to 
call either pagan or savage, without learn- 
ning, at all events, a lesson of humility. 
Anybody, be he Jew, Christiau, Moham- 
medan, or Brahman, if he has a spark of 
modesty left, must feel that it would be 
nothing short of a miracle that his own re- 
ligion aloue should be perfect throughout. 
while that of every other believer should 
be false and wrong from beginning to end. 
—Maz Müller. 


: How much are you interested in the in- 
dividual? How extensiv is the territor 
you would giv him? Would you limit his 

. life to a few stray chances after you hav 
yourself fenced in about all the desirable 
opportunity that exists? Do you aspire to 
lead the church or to be one to whom it is 
sufficient to know that it is more honorable 
to share than to dominate in service? 
Would you go into politics to run the 
state or to see that the state is well admin- 
istered? How much privacy would you 
leave the soul? How far would you tread 
beyond the sacred threshold of personal- 
ity, where inviolacv draws its line of fire? 
—JHorace L. Traubel. . 


CHRISTIANITY, not manhood, is their pride. 

E'en that which from their founder down 
has spiced : 

Their superstition with humanity, 

"Tis not for its humanity they love it. 

No; but because Christ taught, Christ 
practiced it. . 

Happy for them he was so good a man! 

Happy for them that they can trust his 
virtue! ; ; . 

His virtue? Not his virtue, but his name, 

They say, shall spread abroad, and shall 
devour 

And putto shame the names of all good 


men. MN: 
The name, the name is all their pride. 
: — Lessing. 


HEnrn-—snd heaven, too, for that part of 
it—is based upon the crass ignorance and 
uncritical credulity of the early monks, 
and modern intelligence is only nòw be- 
ginning to break the fetters of ancient lies. 
All, except a valiant few, are the helots of 
the dead past. The wings of thought are 
heavy with the dust of the fourth century, 
and shreds from the gloom of the dark 
ages still lie athwart the path of modern 
Man. Tens of thousands of living men 
and women—although the horizon is red- 
dening with the dawn of a better day— 
still earry on their shoulders the corpses 
of Justin Martyr, Irenæus, Tertullian, 
Eusebius, and Augustine,—Saladin. 


HYPNOTISM. My original method, $1. 100 
page pamphlet, 10c. One on Personal Magnet- 
ism, 10c. DR. ANDEBSON, T.S. 7. 

Chicago. 
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THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


FOUR THOUSAND DROPS 
—in a bottle—smali size—and 
EVERY DEOP EFFECTIVE 
in curing. that troublesome 
CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 
MOSQUITO BITE,PILES, 
SUNBURN, BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 
from which you are suffering. 
USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 

‘A discriminating intelli- 


CAUTION. gent purchaser demands 


QUALITY. Large bottles—and large 
profits—to unscrupulous venders do 
Not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 
by insisting that no weak substitute 
be offered in place of the GENUINE 


POND'S EXTRACT 


.MADE ONLY BY 
POND S FXTRACT CO., 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21t18 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Haud- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Oo., 9 Murray 


Street, New York. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib. ral who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Ii- 
lustrated.” In fact we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours weekly and sod nearly 
fifty copies ina month. The price is low; every- 

ody knows the Old Testament stories, and 
neatly everybody would like a book applying 
nineteenth-century wit and knowledge to them. 
People like to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
‘Testament tales has Jargely disappeared and 

okes at the expense of Jonah and Joseph and 

s&u and Samson and D«vid, and the other wor- 
thies of unsavory reputation, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It ssems to us that the book will sell at 
sight. It does herein the store. Liberals out of 
pmployment will find this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. ; 


Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. Q, HorxoAkExE. Price, 5 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzoras J. ROMANES. 


A systematio Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this 1s a part of 
his conclusion regar ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the Furch so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 


.tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 


out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . Adaptation and 


beauty are alike receiving their explanation at- 


the hands of 2 purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation ın a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as tbe change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God? : 
trated. Price, cloth, $2. 
is ‘Address.’ THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BRAIN ^ BIBLE; 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.O., 


with & preface by 


E. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic, and love of justice. 
Tt js eloquens na woll is gonvinoing: 

rice, cloth, 
. THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


J. D. Shaw's Books. 


The Bible: What Js It A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutatio! 
assumption that the Bible is divine book of 
ure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 
ce, %5 cents. — 75. Ld 
Studies In Theology, A clear exposition 
the bibli tory of man’s “cre 
Sourse," theologically denominated " the fall.” 
ice, 10 cents. 


The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jeans. A refuta- 
i f thi tion that he was a divine 
ON, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
Restament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and xu n Eroan I 

T z 
Andre Lafayette place, New York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


ND 
Views of Speaker’s Platform 
"AND 


The Assemblage. 


—— 


What they are: 
1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
and other oçoupants standing, showing Qolo- 
ne! Iagersoll, President Rowley, B. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 
Colonel Ingersoll Canses n Smile, 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage, 


, Mr. Pntnam Reads A Poem. 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. ` 


2. 
8. 


4. 
5. 


6. The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 30th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all t&keu at the commemorative exercises at New 
Hocheile. on May 80th, and are historically. patri- 
otically, and artistically very, valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera's who revere 
the genius and. honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has spared no pains £o make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 

hotographs are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
is seventy-five cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


iani. 
CHRIST  - 
—^oce— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
sion ag: the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WAS 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
ls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
oss, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by go: ng to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks. and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just auch a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 

Price, 295 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


AGOOURT OF 
Vieare of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 76 centa 


Truth Seeker Library. 


_ Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$8. pi 
ce. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891......... eesezesise e80 25 
Men, Women, and Helen H. Gar- 5 


dener,.......eee en ce er o rre rene 50 
The Age of Reason. ‘Thomas Paine. iius- Š 

AGO. ...2--ncerepecesez sees 
Answers to Christian Questions E 

cnr NOVERIT 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck. 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire.... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsbur; 25 
Travels in Faith. from Tradition to 

. 80n. Robert O. Adams.......... 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller.... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- = 
NAM... ees eee e eee POEET S, : 
The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Be- 
gion. 'T. E. Longshore................ . BU 
SUBS OF 1892.—$8. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote...... e cee 25 
Rights ot Man. Thomas Paine. Hlustra- i 
ER E Erais 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 

2 QONODc sa6asccecasdaccsessstacvececsccueses 10. 
Bible Morals. John fi, Bemeburg.... 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
PocketTheology. Voltaire................... 95 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- " 

(e MEER E PEE RM 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial io 
Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

. _By Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll............. 895 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

roobor....... ccce ger PEDEM MEE 1 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 4 

OTRO 0 
The Holy Bible Abridged......... 80 
Faise aims of the Church. 
msburg....... ....... S RES EERECRSSS e. 10 
Issues oF 1898.—$8. . 
"Thomas Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 

. Ingersoll..... ssgevexeseegse s peeros.o.s 15 
The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

BND ......... sees POCHE es. 50 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. 

-E. DES... c ero or RD 
Resurrection of Jesus...... 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell 50 
Religion a Curse; Heligion a Disease; He- 

ligion a Lie. S.P. Putnam............. ' 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of > 
THE TRUTA SEEEER........ Bad whe ase 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsburg...... eese DO 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. P. Putnam...... ebrie erris 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
n. men 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein 10 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson 25 
Bister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent.......... EN 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
H. Wixon.......f....veeee R6 IÜ 
Issuxs or 1894,—$8. 
Thumbsorew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Melf-Contradictions of the Bible. W. H. Burr 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
worls be published. and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. 

early subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which pear is desired. 
ingle numbers so:d at prices quoted. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these Manufactue 
rer’s Prices. 

REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Genttemen's Size. 

, Prices: Iu 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jewels, $650; 15 jewels, #8; 15 Jewels. fully ad- 
Justed, $10; 17 jewels, adju-ted, 814. In 3 ounce 
coin silver case, Li 0, $1160, 8 3, $15, $19. In 4 
ounce, $1 éxtra. In 14 kt gold filied, open face, 
21 year case, $14, 815.50, 617, w19. $23. Hunting 
case, 98 extra. In 10 kt., 15 year case, eiher 


kind, $8 less. 
; Ladtes’ Bize. 

Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
cases, 7 jewels, 913; 11 jewels, $14.50; 15 juwels, 
$19. In 14 kt., solid gold, hunting cases, $23, 
$24.50, $29. 

T/IE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non. 
catchable) hair spring, beautitul, double eung, 
neled dial, nickel, gola damascened finish, ad- 
usted to heat and cold and Positions. Lates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect time 
eeper. 
. Gentlemen's Size. 

Prices: In 3 ounce silverine case, $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $26; gold filled 14 kt.,21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 19 kt.,15 year casts, $8 


less. 
Ladtes’ Stze. 
Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $30, 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. 
All gold and filled cases made bv best manufao- 
turers as Boss, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 


engine turned, or artistically engraved. 
oods shipped by express, charges prepatd. 
SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBPRAL JBWPLBR. 
Send for price-lists. 


ROCHELLE. ILL. 


gi 
A $ tion of the Doctor’s 
important medical ditecovery--àn Out. 
ward Application—s positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc 
cess, Address, pp, R. P, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw tuis adva. Wineland,N . 


SW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the lend 
will give me their pat « page and not waste their 
sine and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 

8. 
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Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions, 
said unto Danie], Thy God whom thou servest continually, 


itt 
Ha hata 
M HELF. E Ei 

j 


he will deliver thee.—Dan, vi., 16. 


Now the king spake and 


JYews of the (Deck. 


Franogz refuses to ado pt an income tax 
law. 


Lord RANDOLPH CHURCHILL is now in 
America. 


PauPERISM has nearly doubled in Min- 
nesota in one year. 


Tus San Francisco Midwinter Fair was 
officially closed July 4th. 


Kansas A. P. A. will antagonize the 
ticket of the Populist party. 


Tur Populists of Texas hav nominated 
Judge Nugent for governor. 


Tur bili for the admission of Utah as a 
state is in the hands of the president. 


Mapame Carnot, widow of the murdered 
Carnot of France, declines a pension, 


Gzonar Rex QRAHAM, the founder of 
Graham’s Magazine, died on July 18th. 


Tan National Educational Association 
convened in Asbury Park, N. J., July 10.- 


Tux Brazilian rebellion, on its land side, 
still shows signs of somewhat vigorous life. 


Tut French Chamber of Deputies has 
voted confidence in Premier Dupuy by a 
vote of 369 to 60. 


P. E. PRENDERGAST, the murderer of 
Carter H. Harrison, was hanged in Chi- 
cago on July 13th. 


Sm Cuaries Russet has been appointed 
chief justice of England, in place of Lord 
Coleridge, deceased. 


New Yors’s rapid transit commission 
has approved the plans of former boards 
for an underground road. 


Tum new labor party in England will 
probably weaken the Liberal party and 
bring the Tories into power. 


Eva-MANN-BRILL-STEELE - GAUL- HAMIL- 
ToN has for $10,000 relinquished her claim 
on the estate of Robert Ray Hamilton. 


Tue electric line to connect New York 
and Philadelphia seems likely to be built 
in the near future. It will utilize seventy 
wiles of local roads. 


Tux Illinois Labor conference demanded 
the free coinage of silver and unlimited 
legal tender, nationalization of railways, 
telegraphs, mines, etc. : 


EARTHQUAKES hav recently shaken por- 
tions of Turkey and Japan, causing con- 
siderable loss of life in Constantinople 
and in Tokio and Yokohama. 


Tue nativ princes of India are marrying 
European wives. With the nativ states 
governed by Eurasian rulers, the political 
question will put on a new phase. 


Tan Louisiana legislature, by a unani- 
mous vote, made an appropriation fora 
statue for a negro—Thomas Lafor—who 
at death left nearly $600,000 to charity. 


Tue positions of the Democratic and 
Republican parties, on the silver question, 
is Populistic, in many states, if judged by 
the platforms of the state conventions, 


Japan and China are likely to become 
involved in war over the disputes concern- 
ing matters in Corea. Russia is said 
also to hav designs for the acquisition of 
Corea. 


Tur straight Democrats of Kansas nomi- 
nated David Overmeyer for governor. 
The platform demands the resubmission 
of the prohibitory amendment and opposes 
woman suffrage. i 


Tut Fedoral court, sitting at Hender- 
son, Ky., has declared the separate conch 
law of that state unconstitutional. This 
law provided that all trains should hay 
special cars for negroes. 


LoursrANA negroes hav organized bands 
of black cappers to defend themselvs against 
the white ecappers. Asthe Galveston News 


says, ''the criminal who takes the law 
into his own hand usually meets his 
match.” 


ABDUL Hamip Kuan, sultan of Turkey, 
has conferred the order ‘‘ Chéfakat " upon | 
Mrs. Charles Henrotin, vice-president of 
the Woman's Branch Auxiliary of the Co- 
lumbian Exposition. He declares that 
woman is legally the equal of man in all' 
Mussulman communities, | 

Erastus Wiman, convicted of forgery 
and sentenced to states prison, is out on 
bail, Justice Barrett thinking there isa 
‘t reasonable doubt” in his favor, and so 
granting a stay of execution. The bail 
bond is for $80,000, and is signed by 
Charles Broadway Rouss. 


Negro miners at Birmingham, Ala., 
were shot down by strikers as they came 
from their work. Four volleys. from 
Winchesters were poured into them. ~.Ten 
were known to be killed, and several 
wounded. Many more are supposed to 
be dead. The militia had just been with- 

rawn. 


Tur caisson of a Hotchkiss gun of Bat- 
tery F, Second Artillery, U. S. army, ex- 
ploded while the battery and cavalry 
troops were taking exercise march in Chi- 
cago on July 16, and four soldiers were 
killed, fifteen soldiers and civilians 
wounded. Seven horses were torn to 
pieces, 


A BL has been introduced in the 
French Chamber of Deputies to abolish 
the penalties which the wife has hitherto 
been liable to for marital offenses, Alex- 
ander Dumas favors the measure, saying: 
‘t Once we hav divorce, marital infidelity 
should simply be looked upon as a viola- 
tion of a civil contract, which marriage is. 
As this violation finds its condemnation in 
the rupture of the contract, where is the 
need for supplementary penalties? They 
are not only useless, but unjust.” 


Tue railway strike, although not yet 
officially declared off, seems at this writ- 
ing to be practically dead. It is compara- 
tivly quiet in Chicago, and the railroads 
are getting into fairly good running shape 
again. On Sunday at Indianapolis thirty 
cars of the Pennsylvania, standing on an 
inclined switch, were cut loose and sent 
down at terrific speed into the stables of a 
brewing company, destroying wagons and 
slaughtering horses. At many points in 


the country attempts, several of them suc- 
cessful, hay been made to derail trains. 
The first mail train out of Sacramento, 
guarded by soldiers, was precipitated into 
a slough by the sawing of the supports of 
a trestle, and the engineer and four sol- 
diers were killed. Much mail was lost. 
California fruit raisers hav suftered enor- 
mous losses, and now the Northwestern 
farmers are apprehensiv of ruin through 
failure to get binding twine in time. 
Northern Pacific switehmen hav again 
gone out. Engineer Martin, a non-union 
man, who brought through the first train 
on that road since the strike began, was 
shot in the Bad Lands of Montana. His 
fireman was also murdered. -It is re- 
ported that a committee of the Minnesota 
Farmers' Alliance has offered provisions 
and money to the A.R.U. Last week Debs 
offered to officially cali: the strike off if the 
railway managers would promis to take 
back all their old men who had not been 
guilty of violence. The proposition was not 
considered, so the strike is still in force. 
Mr. Pullman has made a statement, claim- 
ing that owing to hard times business was 
80 dull tbat contracts for cars were taken at 
very low figures rather than close the shops. 
At the conference in Chicago of labor 
leaders it seems to hav been decided not 
to call out more workmen. Very few men, 
comparativly, responded to Sovereign’s 
order to quit. It is generally thought 
that the cause of the sudden collapse cf 
the strike was the refusal of the engineers 


_and firemen and the Federation of Labor 


to join forces with the A. R. U. But the 
ultimate outcome would, in all likelihood, 


hav been the same, even if these organiza- . 
‘tions had struck, for the presence of the 


troops, insuring new men against violent 
interference, would hav kept trains run- 
ning. The press of the country, with the 
exception, of course, of the Populist, is 
practically a unit, irréspectiv of party, in 
sustaining President Cleveland. The pa- 
pers of the South, the home of the states 
right idea, repudiate Governor Altgeld’s 
interpretation of it, claiming that the 
carrying of mails and the prosecution of 
interstate commerce, including the trans- 
portation of passengers, are matters of 
national rather than of local concern. The 
strikers and their supporters claim that the 
state and national governments invariably 
side with the corporations, to which it is 
replied that courts intervene and troops: 
are called out to protect the rights of all 
the people by enabling the railroads to 
peacefully serve the public, if they can 
get men to work, and to prftect those men 
from violence when working. The United 
States Senate, by a practically unanimous 
vote, expresses its confidence in President 
Cleveland, holding that he has acted 
wholly witbin the law in all that he has 
done in this crisis. President Cleveland 
will appoint a committee of investigation, 
under the Arbitration act of 1888, of which 
Carroll D. Wright, Commissioner of La- 
bor, will, according to the provisions of 
that law, be chairman. This committee 
has no power to arbitrate and cannot inves- 
tigate the trouble between Pullman and 
his men, as shop work is not interstate 
commerce. It will deal only with the 
strike as it affected the transportation of 
mails and continental commerce. The 


president makes it a condition of the ap- 
pointment of this committee that all vio- 
lent resistance to authority shall first 
cease. Labor leaders are trying to secure 
the impeachment: of Attorney-General 
Olney for the advice given to the president. 
and instructions to United states marshals, 
During the trouble several G. A. R. posts: 
oflered their services to the governors of 
their states. Cattle and hogs in transit 
hav suffered terribly, many perishing, 
Ex-Governor Hoadley, of Ohio (who, by 
the way, isa Freethinker), and other lead- 
‘ing constitutional lawyers, say that the 
president has strictly obeyed the law. 
Several very large meetings in sympathy 
with the strikers hav been held in New 
York. It is stated that the Pullman em- 
ployees, tired of unprofitable idleness, 
asked Debs to make the proposition he 
.did to the railway. managers. . Presi- 
dent McBride, of the United Mine Work- 
ers, said he could not order out its men; 
only the executiv board could do that. 
The Union Pacific employees refused to 
strike in aid of Debs. They say that they. 
are in honor bound not to do so, for they 
were perfectly satisfied with the very lib- 
eral terms of Judge Osldwell. His deci- 
sion, they say, was the greatest victory 
for organized labor ever achieved on this 
continent. Judge Grosscup, in Chicago, 
and Judge Morrow, in San Francisco, hav 
instrueted United States juries that the 
agreement of two or more men to prevent 
the dispatch of mail trains is conspiracy 
under the law, and applies impartially to 
railway officials, strikers, and rioters. 
Railway officers who stopped running mail 
trains on their roads when not under stress 
of actual violence will therefore be liable 
to trial and punishment. : 


- OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Ninth 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible. 
edition. Price, 15 cents: 

Abraham Liucoln: Was He a Christian? 
By gorn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper; 50 
cents. ; E E 

Pen-Pictures of the World?s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. : s : , 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 

arks of Having Been Desigued by an Intel- 
ligentBeing. By the Editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. ; 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

By M. E. Billings, Paper, 25 cents. 


Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Bell. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. , 

Pleasure and Progress; An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
qua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the Duty of aa eye & and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. . 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide» to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. j 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen. 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50cents . 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
. Joslyn Gage. Cloth, pi leather, $3. . 
The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 

lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 

,Blists. Paper, 10 cents. i 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. NS ] d 

Woman: Four Centuries: of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Papér,10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Saniuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant Pinding: over one hundred, por-. 
raits, $5. j 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE ^ 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D 
Fourth Edition. 
Part l.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap.. 


ers. : 

Part II.—Heseaxches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen: 
chapters. 

Part Tit “Darivation of Christianity ; twenty, 


. chapters. 
Part IV.—Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap-- 
ers. 


Press Notices, 


The stylo is forcible and terse, tħe reasoning’ 
good, and as the facts upon which the argument: 
is based are largely Christian, our theological- 
friends have some hard nuts to crack if they? 
attempt to answer them.— Boston Investigator. : 

This book is one of the most thorough and! 
learned of the Freethought works that have comés 
across the Atlantic.—The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribation to the litera-- 
tore. Bt the nineteenth century.— Progressive: 

nker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER: 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 
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A Missionary Scheme. 

Tae TaurH Srexer has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 
hav also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
more thousands of Trurn Szzxers hav been scat- 
tered broadcast over the land. 

With the advent of hot weather the political 
bodies will soon adjourn, but the people of the 
country will remain in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
und we want to devote a little attention to them. 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris. 
tian system. d has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “ answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadeast—to giv and to 


hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read & few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Taz 
TaurE Skxkzn, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 

Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 

If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. ` 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 


and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want ia 


| toscatter the book among the people and hav it read. 


Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direction. 


Mr. Putnam is traveling around gathering up 
experiences. He has-been philosophically observ- 
ing social convulsions, humorously questioning 
Mrs. de Lespinasse’s table, studying horticulture 
in Michigan, investigating copper mining, drinking 
of the waters of life, and in other ways adding to 
his already large store of useful knowledge and 
robust vitality. Meanwhile “ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought” is being pushed toward comple- 
tion, and we still offer Taz Trura SEEKER for one 
year and the book for $6.50. Those wanting only 
«Four Hundred Years” can get it for $5, and in 
both cases the cash subscriber’s name will appear 
among those of the other original patrons. Here 
are the names received since last week: 


California.—Thos, P. Turner, G. H. Purdy. 

Idaho. —Mr. and Mrs. Alva A. Brauthoover 
Kansas.—J. B. Billard. 

Massachusetts. —Frederick Weidman. 

New York.— William Smiley Galloway, J. W. Jewett. 
Ohio.—H. A. Pierce. i 
Penn.—John Poulson. Frederick Whittlesey, M.D, 
Washington.—W. O. Freese, - : i 
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the Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
RE aE 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. | 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. T 
It wil reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. : . "T : 
2 Tt will show what Freethought’ is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Wothing Can be More Interesting, 


more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi-: 


lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
l In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
& vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. _ 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. | Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. . Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft, 
Descartes, | Kepler. Comenius, Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. - Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. . Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. .| Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns, Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton, | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. . Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. - |Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi Petrofsky. MatildaJoslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. © 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, ete. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. i i . : 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of j 
Horace Seaver, George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Charles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J, H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have’ contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
snuuid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, J 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work ts on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON'T FAIL TO: SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain 

Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


1t will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Susan H. Wixon, 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT - 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tug 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker- 
needs * Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but. everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. ` This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all, and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 

And further, to aid our friends in 


getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer f 


To the New Subscribers as a. 
Premium, 


post free, a copy in boards of 
Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF TIS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy eloth-bound of 
; W, 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. ` 


. Remember, to the Getter-up of -The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther ‘‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tur TRUTHS SEEKER 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
&nd we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. E 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and - 
$12 before the book 4s printed. 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol.21. No.30 {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, July 28, 1894. {es LAFAYETTE PLI $3.00 Per Year. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 


E.M. MAGDONALD, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YOBE. 


SATURDAY, - - - - - JULY 28, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advanoce.................. ee. .cee eee $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advanoo. ...-.. «escena NERA 5 00 
Two new subsoribers.. T" ELE 
One subscription with onenew subsoriber, i in one remittance. 5 00 
One gabaoriptlon with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


Ome Cee e eer en dae nO eee OE 00 see eeee eae taestsssoees 


tance.. 10 60 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably: with “one 
remittance. . 


Money should ve sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-oftce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

. 28 Lafayette piace, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we wil send Taz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 

For $5 we will send Tux Trur SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz Taura Szmxer one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tue TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's * Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has.over & thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tae Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tux TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
n boards ($2). l . 

For $4 we will send Tux Trurn SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Trurs SEEKER one 
year ($8) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 


present readers will eall the attention of their 


friends to the values offered. 


Why Freethinkers Oppose a Theoeracy. 

There are some very radical people, themselvs 
rejecting all dogmas of superstition, who cannot 
understand why Freethinkers should engage in 
Freethought propaganda, or combat the political 
schemes of the church. They often express their 
contempt for distinctiv secularistic work, being fre- 
quently met at the Manhattan Liberal Club, and 


in other gatherings where addresses antagonistic to 


the dominant religion and to theocratic machina- 
tions are delivered. They are also in evidence in 
the columns of journals devoted to economic and 


industrial reform, representing all divisions of the 
army of agitation, ranging from extreme Collectiv- 
ism to extreme Individualism. Many of them as- 
9 |gume to be very scientific, apparently recognizing, 
in théir more general arguments, the fundamental 
principle of growth or social development. As 


students of history they cannot fail to see that the 
progressiv march of man, like that of all other or- 
ganisms, is painfully slow and devious. Little by 
little he has advanced, dropping each century or 
decade some atom of the imperfect old and taking 
up an atom of the less imperfect new. Even what 
we call revolutions hay been merely pulse-beats of 
evolution, and they were rendered possible only by 
long preparatory embryonic educativ periods dur- 
ing which impulse and thought ripened into action 
—action often almost wholly insane, never entirely 
sane. l 

These friends who are of us and yet not with us 
in our special liberalizing work are seemingly— 
judging their thoughts by their utterances—oblivi- 
ous to many truths that to us appear self-evident. 
In spite of their assumed acquaintance with the 
fundamental principle of evolution, and their self- 
asserted use of scientific methods, they ignore many 
glaringly palpable facts. They forget that they 
are the intellectual children of the dead Freethink- 
ers. Only to a limited extent are they the architects 
of their own mental fortunes. The blazing torches 
of religious liberty in whose light they so indiffer- 
ently walk were lit at martyr fires. Their own op- 
portunities and happiness are immeasurably limited 
because of the fact that hundreds of millions of 
their fellows yet grope in the c:verns of gross su- 
perstition. The study of every social problem is 
hindered and misdirected by the survival of ani- 
mistic conceptions. And human volition is now the 
chief factor of human development. Brains must 
be emancipated. Men and women who sit and 
shiver in the dark shadows of the priest-cursed 
past can be of no help to the race, cave as fearful 
examples, and we need not be apprehensiv that we 
shall cut down the supply of such below the danger 
line. There will always be plenty and to spare of 
these worthless camp followers. We must, as a 
matter of self-preservation, free every mind we can 
from the fear of priest and devil, hell and God. 

It is folly to say that there is no danger, that the 
battle against superstition per se and against super- 
stition intrenched in proscriptiv law is won. It is 
simply amazing that anyone who knows aught of the 
constitution of the mind, who has studied heredity 
and recognizes the fact of fixity of type, who knows 
that the virus of supernaturalism has been in the 
blood of the race for tens:f thousands of years, wh- 
realizes that the fires of persecution sent the tainted 
currents surging through the veins and arteries of 
our ancestors and fixed the terrible image of Fear in 
the centers of consciousness—it is amazing, we re- 
peat, that any intelligent person who knows all this 
can fail to understand what it implies, can be so 
credulous-and optimistic as to believe that a few hun- 
dred years of weak propaganda, which has touched 


only a small fraction of the human family, can hav 
neutralized the poison of anti-naturalism and para- 
lyzed the sword: arm of the church militant. He must 
be blind who cannot perceive the tremendous in- 
fluence which this maleficent authority exerts. It is 
yet powerful in the domain of belief; socially and 
morally it terrorizes millions, and it shapes legisla- 
‘tion in many directions. Some of the greatest 
abuses of civil power, abuses against which our dis- 
affected friends never cease to declaim, are directly 
due to its initiativ, and many others are indirectly 
inspired by the same malign spirit. All human in- 
stitutions come from the minds of the people, and it 
is a waste of effort to attempt to abolish hurtful 
customs, systems, and statutes while the brains of 


their creators remain incapable of perceiving their 


useless or destructiv character. Improvements 
in government and society cannot precede, but, at 
most, are synchronous with the intellectual and 


ethical quickening of those who hav created or sus- 
tain the one and compose the other. No evil will 
be destroyed until those who hav the power to de- 
stroy it recognize it as an evil and are pushed into 
action by the desire to terminate its existence. The 
individual is primary, and until a controling num- 
ber of individuals escape from the influence of the 
church the bad customs and institutions fostered by 
the church will continue to dwarf, pervert, oppress, 
and destroy. 

A Western editorial correspondent of one of our 
city contemporaries finds a mystery in the fact that 
the Morse-Frye proposed amendment has “ aroused 
the ire” of the Freethinkers. He says, that “since 
the idea of government is derived from the idea of 
God, it is but appropriate that the latter should re- 
ceive official recognition from the former,” and he 
then proceeds to quote from the Civilta Catolica of 
Rome in order to show that the Catholics are-more 
logical than the Freethinkers, because the Catholics 
assume that loss of belief in God is responsible for 
the political and other assassinations which hav 
lately convulsed continental Europe. The Civilia 
Catolica and our contemporary’s correspondent 
hav between them made a queer mess of it. In the 
first place, the correspondent has put the two- 
wheeled vehicle before the equine quadruped. It . 
is certain that there has never been anything in the 
fancy-heaven of religion that did not hav its pro- 
totype on earth, in germ, at least. Instead of the 
idea of government being derived from God, the 


idea of God, as a ruler, was derived from the fact of 


government, in one or many of its multiform mani- 
festations. It is, of course, true that subsequently 
the heavenly monarch was presumed to hav ap- 
pointed and anointed-his subordinates on earth, 
but the question is not now one regarding the 
modern development of a primitiv concept. It is 
the issue of derivation which the correspondent has 
raised, and he has undoubtedly reversed the histori- 
cal order. 

The correspondent naturally wishes to make it 
appear that it is absurd for Freethinkers to attempt 
to keep God out of government when, as be claims, 
and no doubt thinks, the idea of government had 
its source in the idea of God. He says: “By all 
means put God in the Constitution. Yes, and keep 
him there.” Not only is it not true that the idea of 


| King God antedated the fact of earthly government, 


but itis also true that the framers of the Consti- 
tution repudiated the divinity-of-the-king theory 
which, as we hav stated, was a later transformation of 
the primitiv concept, and, as Ingersoll has pithily said, 
they “retired the gods from politics.” The Ameri- 
can idea was and is that there should be no union of 
the religious and civil organizations, The clearest 
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minds of the revolutionary era were satisfied that 
the combination of the two forces weakened what- 
ever potentialities for good both might possess 
when separate, and they knew that their alliance 
had been the cause of an infinit amount of positiv 
harm to every people who had been ruled by the 
two jointly. So it was determined to cut off from 
government the divine adjunct and leave to the in- 
dividual the solution of theological problems and to 
him and his God the settlement of all difficulties 
that might arise between them. Government was 
to confine its attention to purely worldly affairs. 
Such, in brief, is the secular theory of politics. 
Freethinkers are practically a unit in considering 
this arrangement a vast improvement on all that 
preceded it and on all competing schemes which 
contemplate the retention of even the smallest, 
most fragil, link in the bloody chain of church-state 
union. 

It could easily be admitted without in the least 
weakening thesecular position that all that the ablest 
enemies of civil government say against it is wholly 
true. If government has its place as a defensiv 
power it will be helpful in the ratio that it confines 
itself to the performance of its legitimate duties. 
Thus there is every incentiv urging us to prevent 
its attempting the task of teaching religion and en- 
forcing obedience to the theological notions con- 
cerning health, morality, and sociology entertained 
by the victims of Christian and Theistic cults. If, 
on the other hand, government is inherently, en- 
tirely, and ineradicably an evil, so much the more 
reason for curtailing its functions and limiting the 
field of operations of its officials. In either case, 
the attitude of the Freethinker is sanctioned by 
common sense, prudence, and true statesmanship. 
Whatever view anyone may take of the essential 
nature of the state, and how few or many the un- 
dertakings in which he holds it may rightfully en- 
gage, it cannot be questioned that it would be 
criminally foolish to add to the admitted wrongs 
inseparable from or incidentally associated with the 
administration of law the immeasurable evil of state 
interpretation of religious creeds and state super- 
vision of belief. This is what the pending Christian 
amendment implies, intends, and portends. 

We are not unmindful of the fact that such con- 
siderations as those here advanced hav no weight 
with a few sanguin iconoclasts. They are not 
striving for a reform, or for many small successiv 
reforms. They are looking for a cataclysm. They 
do not wish—at least they do not expect—to elimi- 
nate one by one the imperfections and inequities of 
society and of government. They anticipate the 
continued accretion of social and governmental 
evils until such time as the whole system shall be- 
come so overloaded that it will break down by its 
own Weight and a storm of moral wrath and physi- 
cal destruction will sweep over the civilized world, 
burying the old and creating a new social order. 
The history of the nations and the present intel- 
lectual and ethical status of the peoples do not, in 
our opinion, justify such a forecast. It is indeed 
well to keep our goal far in advance and above, but 
however distant and elevated it may be, we shall 
approach it only by short, slow, and, perhaps, very 
infrequent steps. We must seize and hold every 
inch of ground that we can. Only thus can sure 
advance be made. Keep the church out of the seats 
of power, and by so doing make more easy the 
mental liberation of her adherents. She cannot do 
serious harm now unless backed by statutes and 
bayonets. See to it that she receives no more such 
backing and that what she already has be with. 
drawn. Stand by the Freethought principle of ab- 
solute separation of ecclesiasticism and politics, no 
matter who attacks it openly nor what pretended 
friends try to ally you with this or that faction of 
its enemies. 


We can still supply Taz Trors SEEKER of June 
9th, containing the copyrighted addresses of Colonel 
Ingersoll, T. B. Wakeman, and Henry Rowley, and 
others delivered at the Paine Memorial celebra- 
tion at New Rochelle, May 30th. This is a finely 
illustrated number, and those who send for it at 
once will be the recipients of a charming souvenir. 
Seven cents per copy, five or more copies, 5 cts. egch. 


Cambridge Past and Present. 

Poor . old .moribund Massachusetts ! 
ways been her misfortune to be under the thumbs 
of the preachers. In the early days they owned 
the unfortunate colony, and they cling to their 
waning power with the tenacity of despair. Only 
the other day the ministers of Cambridge demanded 
that an old Sunday ordinance should be enforced. 
It had previously fallen into desuetude, but it is 
never prudent to assume that such desuetude is in- 
nocuous or that it is permanent. Bad laws should 
be repealed. Well, Mayor Bancroft had to obey; 
he recognized his masters, as we all shall eventually 
if we do not soon bury this monstrosity of political 
ecclesiasticism in the dishonorable grave which its 
foul offenses make its only fit destination. All drug 
stores in Cambridge were closed; no one could get 
a cigar, a glass of soda water, a grain of medicin, 
or a newspaper, in the minister-misruled village on 
the priests’ workday. Some of the notices in the 
drug store windows were humorous, some sarcastic. 
One said: 

“This store will not be open on Sunday until further 
notice. Buy your Sunday papers at the car station in 
Bowdoin Square. Cigars, soda, and candy in Somerville 
Per order of the mayor.” 

“Sick people hold over until Monday,” one pla- 
eard read. Another druggist fell into slang at the 
end of his notice, intimating his weariness with 
clerical meddling : 

** We would gladly furnish our customers s with a glass 
of soda, a cigar, a pill, or dose of rhubarb, but the law 
says no. If you will kindly wait until to-morrow, we 
will try to serve you better than ever before. Giv usa 
rest.” 

Massachusetts needs another tea party. Clergy_ 
men are usually conspicuous at such “functions,” 
and at this they should .be very numerously repre- 
sented. 


Cambridge is true to its traditions. The upas- 
tree planted in 1637 still exhales deadly poison in 
1894. In his admirable work, * Massachusetts: Its 
Historians and Its History," Charles Francis Adams 
tells in terse and vigorous English the story of her 
shame. He says: 


‘The story opens with the contested charter election 
of 1687, as a result of which Governor John Winthrop 
replaced Governor Sir Henry Vane as chief executiv of 
the colony. This election took place in the open air 
upon what is now Cambridge Common, on the 27th day 
of May. Four months later it was followed by the 
gathering of the first Synod of Massachusetts churches. 
which again, meeting here in Cambridge, doubtless held 
its sessions in the original meeting-house standing on 
what is now called Mount Auburn street. The Synod 
sat through twenty-four days, during which it busied it- 
self unearthing heterodox opinions and making the 
situation uncomfortable for those suspected of heresy, 
until it had spread upon its record no less than eighty- 
two such ‘opinions, some blasphemous, others errone- 
ous, and al] unsafe,’ besides ‘nine unwholesome expres- 
sions,’ all alleged to be rife in the infant community. 
Having performed this feat, it broke up amid general 
congratulations ‘tbat matters had been carried on so 
peaceably, and concluded so comfortably in all love,’ 
Finally, here in Cambridge, slao, and without doubt in 
the same meeting-house, took place the trial of the arch- 
heretic, Mistress Anne Hutchinson, and on the 18th of 
November, 1687, she was condemned to banishment. 

“ As the twig is bent, the tree inclines. The Massa- 
chusetts twig’ was here and then bent; and, as it was 
bent, it during hard upon two centuries inclined. The 
question of Religious Toleration was, so far as Massa- 
chusetts could decide it, decided in 1687 in the negativ. 
On that issue Massachusetts then definitly and finally 
renounced all claim or desire to head the advancing 
column, or even to be near the head of the column; it did 
not go to the rear, but it went well towards it, and there 
it remained until the issue was decided.” 

Unfortunately, the issue is not yet decided, and 
will not be while a handful of ministers arf per- 
mitted to make statutes and ordinances for the peo- 
ple of the old commonwealth. The Cambrid;e 
clerics who hay just shown their power in the city 
which is the seat of Harvard University are ani- 
mated by the identical spirit which diccated these 
infamous utterances of the “Simple Cobler of 
Aggawam in America” in 1647 ; 

** My heart hath naturally detested foure things: * * > 
Tolerations of divers Religion, or of one Religion in 
segregant shapes: He that willingly assents to the last, if 
he examines his heart by day-light his conscience will tell 


him, he is either an Atheist, or an Heretique, or an 
Hypocrite, or at best a captiye to some lust; Poly-piety 


It has al- 


is the greatest impiety in the world. * I lived in 
a City, where a Papist preached in one. Church, a 
Lutheran in another, a Calvinist in a third; a Lutheran 
one part of the day, a Calvinist the other, in the same 
pulpit: the Religion of that place was but motley ang 
meagre, their affections Leopardlike. ^ Üonbern. 
ing Tolerations I may further assert. Tht Persecution 
of True Religion, and Toleration of false, are the Jannes 
and Jambres to the kingdom of Christ, whereof the last 
isfarre the worst. It is said that Men ought to 
have Liberty of their Conscience, and that it is Persecu. 
tion to debarre them of it: I can rather stand amazed than 
reply to this: it is an astonishment to think that the 
brains of men should be parboyl’d in such impious igno- 
rance.' 

Said Thomas Shepard, Sr., first pastor of the 
church in Cambridge: 

** To eut off the hand of the magistrate from touching 
men for their consciences will certainly in time (if it get 
ground) be the utter overthrow, as itis the underminine, 
of the Reformation begun. This opinion is but one of 
the fortresses and strongholds of Sathan, to keep his head 
from crushing by Christ's heele, who (forsooth) because . 
he is krept into mens consciences, and because conscience 
is a tender thing, no man must here meddle with him, ag 
if consciences were made to be the safeguard of sin and 
errour, and Sathan himself, if once they can creep into 
them." 

Said Inerease Mather, president of Harvard col- 
lege from 1685 to 1701: 

**T do believe that Antichrist hath not at this day a 
more probable way to advance his Kingdom of Darkness 
than by a Toleration of all Religions and Perswasions,” 

Who can say that the Cambridge of to-day is not 
faithful, judging her by her ministers and her 
ordinances, to the ignominious record of her early 
years? Her people of that time were afraid of the 
liberty-assassins of the church and it appears that 
her citizens of this decade are equally abject of 
spirit. How much longer will such edicts of intol- 


erance libel their intelligence and sense of justice? 
—""pÓ»— 


A Transparent Sham. 

The Constitutional Convention Committee on 
Education has adopted this proposed section for the 
state constitution : 

** Neither the state nor any sub-division thereof shall 
use its property or credit or any public money or author: 
ize or permit either to be used, directly or indiredtly, in 
aid or maintenance of schools or other institutions of 
learning wholly or partly under the direction or control 
of any religious denomination, or in which any denomi- 
national tenet or doctrin is taught.” 

This is the fruit of the work of the National 
League for the Protection of American Institutions. 
And very unwholesome fruit it is, tainted and un- 
sound from rind to.core. The Protestant churches 
hav managed well. The proposed amendment will, 
if adopted, cut off state money supplies from Cath- 
olic institutions, and will prevent the teaching in 
state-supported or state-aided schools of. distinctiv 
Catholic doctrins. But that is all that it will do 
and all that it is intended to do. It will not pre- 
vent the teaching in such school: of distinctiv 
Protestant doctrins nor of the doctrins which Prot- 
estants and Catholics hold in common. It will not 
make secular the instruction given in the public 
schools. It will not prevent a combination of 
Protestant sects from running all the state- 
nourished schools they choose in the interest of 
their creed. Adopt this proposed amendment and 
it will still be perfectly easy to vote millions of 
dollars each year to assist schools in which every 
fundamental dogma of Christianity is inculeated. 
God worship, the mediatorship and kingship of 
Jesus, the fall of man, vicarious atonement, Bible 
idolatry—not one of these affirmations or acts of 
adoration or creedal fetiches is shut out of the 
schools by this amendment. None know this better 
than do the men who hav induced the Committee 
on Education to assent to the section and present 
it to the Convention. We fear that they understand 
it better even than do some much more liberal peo- 
ple. The scheme in its entirety was instigated and 
engineered by Protestant Jesuits for the one pur- 
pose of strengthening Protestantism and Theism by 
intrenching them in the organic law of the state. 

These men insist that they are opposed to any 
union of church and state. Were they really so, 
this is the form of amendment they would hav 
urged upon the Constitutional Convention: 

** Neither the state nor any sub-division thereef shall 
use its property or credit orany public money, or author- 
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ize or permit to be used, directly or indirectly, in aid or 
maintenance of schools or other institutions of learning, 
wholly or partly under the direction or control of any re- 
ligious denomination or combination or family of de- 
nominations, or in which any religious or anti-religious 
tenet or doctrin is taught.” 

Every intelligent person will perceive at a glance 
the vital difference between this secular and the 
Protestant-Theistic amendment which we hav criti- 
cised. 


condemned by a United States court as too obscene 
a book to be quoted from. 


it is that body. which must receive our attention. 
Here are the names of committeemen: . 


Mr. Milo M. Acker, of Hornellsville; Commodore 
P. Vedder, Ellicottville; I. S. Johnson, Warsaw; Owen 
Cassidy, Havana; A. B. Steele, Herkimer; S. B. Jacobs, 
Brooklyn; O, A. Fuller, Wellsville; F. B. F. Tibbetts, 
Ithaca; ©. R. Pratt, Elmira; A. L. Kellogg, Oneonta; 
William P. Goodelle, Syracuse; John A, Barhite, 
Rochester; D. Gerry Wellington, Hamilton; B. 8. Dean, 
Jamestown; Charles H. Moore, Plattsburg; W. J. Mon- 
tayne, Cortland; M. L. Parker, Lyndonville; J. M. May- 
bee, Livingston M.; W. J. Roche, John H. Peck, Troy; 
Peter A. Rogers, West Troy; E. A. Brown, Dolgeville; 
W. M. Mullen, Stapleton; Wm. Kimméy, D. P. Kerwin, 
John T. MeDonough, Albany; F. W. Holls, Yonkers; 
E. R. Brown, Watertown; H. R. Durfee, Palmyra; M, 
H. Hirschberg, Newburg; J. E. MoIntyre, Potsdam; 
H. W. Hill, Buftalo; Frederick Fraser, Salen; G. R. 
Cornwell, Penn Yan; J. W. Riggs, H. A, Powell, Mira- 
beau L. Towns, Brooklyn; A. H. Peabody, New Leb- 
anon; C. L. Phipps, East Rockaway; C. W. H. Arnold, 
Staatsburg; CO. B. McLaughlin, Port Henry; L. M. 
Mauley, Long Island City; G. L. Danforth, Middleburg; 
F. T. Fitzgerald, W. MoM. Speer, Nelson Smith, W, P. 
Burr, M. J. Mulqueen, J. W. McLaughlin, 8. S. Blake, 
E. Lauterbach, L. A. Giegerich, Elliot Sandford, C. 8. 


Every member of the Harrisburg base-ball elub 
was fined four dollars and costs for playing on Sun- 
day, June 30th. -And every preacher drew his per 
diem for his regular Sunday work. Who is un- 
sophisticated enough to say that we hav one law 
for the priest and the unsurpliced citizen? 

eg ae 

Maryland appears to badly need a new constitu- 
tion and a Judge Parker to interpret the common 
law for her present. stupid officials. Rev. A. J, 
Howard, of the Seventh-Day Adventists, and Henry 
Bullen, a member of his congregation, hav been 
arrested in Ann Arundel county for “Sabbath 
breaking." It is probable that they deserve hang- 
ing, at the least, for they were so horribly wicked 
as to work in their gardens on the first day of the 
week. If God does not know any better than to 
let weeds grow on his day, what business has any 
mere “worm of the dust" to hoe the weeds out on 


The Prosecution of J. B. Wise. 

"The letters printed below will inform our readers 
regarding the present situation of J.-B. Wise, of 
Clay Center, Kansas, indicted for sending through 
the mails to Rev. Mr. Vennum a postal card upon 
which was written a “verse” from the Blble: 

FROM HIS BONDSMAN. 


CLAY CENTER, Kan., July 25, 1894. 
Eprror TRUTH SEEKER: I seein your last issue that 
you were apprehensiv about bail being furnished Mr. J. 
B. Wise. It is with great pleasure that I announce to 
you that I had the satisfaction of giving his one hand a 
hearty shaking on the eve of the 2ist. Mr. Wise is look- 


ing very well after his four weeks’ penance in Leaven- 
worth jail. All Liberals around here seem to unite in 
thinking that he ought to be well defended; and as it 
requires some one to set the ball rolling, I am going to 
write to prominent Liberals in surrounding country to, 
in church parlance, pass around the hat; and I hay reason 
to believe we shall be pretty successful. If, as you 
stated, the Defense Association takes up his case, we will 
forward funds to them; otherwise we must do the best 
we can here. GEORGE Harrison. 
"^ FROM THE BIBLE DISTRIBUTOR HIMSELF. 
Cuay Center, Kan., July 16, 1894. . 
Duar Frænp MaopoNALD: I see that you hav heard of 
my trouble and imprisonment in the Leavenworth jail. 
The Rev. H. B. Vennum of Industry had me confined for 
simply quoting the twelfth verse of the thirty-sixth chap- 
-ter of Isaiah verbatim on a postal card, for information, 
and sending it through the mails to him. And for that, 
and that only, he had me arrested by United States 
. Marshal Lardner, who took me to Leavenworth and 
stuck me in jail without a hearing or anything else. I 
was confined just four weeks last Saturday noon, July 
14th, at which time I was released on bond of $300 fur- 
nished by my Liberal friend, George Harrison, of Clay 
Center, Kan. My bond was given almost two weeks be- 
fore I left jail, but I could not get anyone to release me. 
United States Marshal Neely of Leavenworth was the 
proper one to do that, but for the last four weeks he was 
away from home most of the time looking after the 


strikers, and for that reason I was not released. There- | 


fore I spent just four weeks in jail, coming home last 
Saturday evening, July 14th. 2 
The c:urt will convene October 8, 1894, at which time 
I will hav to make my appearance. . I do hope the Free- 
thinkers throughout the country will assist me a little 
financially as well as otherwise in securing a good lawyer 
to defeat the orthedox Christians, as my acquittal would 
be a great and glorious victory for Freethought. In con- 
clusion I will say Iam a thousand times obliged to you 
for inserting the letters in regard to my case in Tug 
. TRUTH SEEKER, and also commenting on them. I intend 
to go around in the meantime among my Liberal friends 
in this community and see whether they will assist me to 
secure a lawyer. What I want is an able lawyer, and one 
that will not charge too much. As you are aware, I am 
avery poor man financially, and hay to depend on my 
friends almost entirely if I secure a lawyer at all. If not, 
I will hav to depend on the state to provide me with 
Counsel. I hope all the Freethought papers throughout 
the United States will hav something to say about my 
Case and shame the Christians so that they wil! go to work 
and investigate the Bible thoroughly and see for them- 
selva what that Bible really is. J. B. Wis. 


It is an outrage that any man should be com- 
pelled to remain for weeks in jail after his bonds 
hav been signed. Such disregard of citizen's rights 
is the most inflammable, terrible fuel for the fires 
‘of discontent and sedition. 

We join ‘with the National Defense Association 
in calling for funds for the defense of Mr. Wise- 
Let all who are interested in the maintenance of the 
freedom of the press and mails; all who believe 
that Christians hav no right to punish Freethinkers 
for doing what they themselves do by the million 
copies in transmitting their “sacred” book through 
the mails, and all who would gladly assist a worthy 
man who has been assaulted because he was 
thought to be unable to defend himself, send 
what they ean to aid in defraying the expenses 
which must beincurred in the coming trial or trials 
of Mr. Wise. Remit to this office. It is a splendid 
opportunity to show up the Bible, for Mr. Wise 


must either be acquitted or the Bible must stand 


in our ‘school books. 


that day? If he (God) wants weeds and imbecils, 
why should not his unreasonable whim be gratified? 
He has both in Maryland, as elsewhere, and several 


of the imbecils, as is usual, hav got into office. 
—" — 
The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps (with the 
exception of the New York section) will this week 


write to the American Book Company of New York 
in protest against the incorporation of articles in 


advocacy of religious “Sabbaths” and Sabbath laws 
We see by the latest issues 
of the Covenanter papers, whose church is behind 
the theoloical text-book scheme, that the theocrats 
are bringing every possible influence to bear to in- 
duce school-book publishers to prepare and print 
the works they want put into the common schools. 
They are flooding the American Book Company, 
Ginn & Company, of Boston, Potter & Company, 
of Philadelphia, and other houses of the kind with 
letters begging that their, the theocrats’, religious 
dogmas be put into the manuals of instruction to 
be used in the schools of the people. The effront- 
ery of this is appalling, and is explainable only on 
the supposition, which is reasonable, that these 
men think that Sabbath laws are the “ last ditch ” of 
their cause. Not long since a prominent represen- 
tativ of one of the churches said that the Sabbath 
was “the last outward and visible sign of Chris- 
tianity.” This is not strictly true, for church prop- 
erty is yet exempt from taxation and many other 
privileges are given to the churches. Of course it 
is understood that these church-state advocates 
hav no conception of a vital Christianity or of a 
living Sabbath. They can comprehend and love 
only the Gatling-guaranteed letter of the law. So 
itis approximately true that the state-supported 
Sabbath és “the last outward and visible sign of 
Christianity,” so far as Protestants are concerned. 
Catholics, in some countries, are not quite so pov- 
erty stricken. They hav yet “the sacrament: of 
marriage,” and they feel as bad about losing it as 
their Covenanter brethren.do when threatened with 
the loss of Sunday laws. In proof of this, witness 
the hue and cry against the Hungarian civil mar- 
riage bill. 


The Constituticnal Convention’s Committee on 
Taxation has reported adversely on all propositions 
for equality of taxation. However, it may yet be 
possible to get a minority report from one or more 
members of that and associated c:mmittees. If so, 
the matter can still be brought before the Conven- 
tion. To this end it will be in order for the New 
York members of the Freethought Letter-Writing 
Corps to continue their missionary work with the 
members of these committees. Urge the necessity 
of getting a guarantee of justice in taxation into the 
fundamental law of the state. It is given out that 
it is not deemed expedient for the Convention to 
meddle with the details of taxation, which should 
be left to the legislature. This seems to us absurd, 
in so far as it is implied that the broad general 
question of equity in state burden-bearing involves 
the “details of taxation.” It does nothing of the 
kind. We may hav to appeal to the legislature ulti- 
mately, but so long as the Convention is in session 


Truax, Robert E. Deyo, H. W. Plat&ek, Francis Forbes, 
Eugene Durnin, Thomas Gilleran, A, C. Hottenrorth, 
New York. - 


What some of the editors of papers in this state 
think of the proposition to tax church property can be 
ascertained by perusing pages 470and 471. But the 
editor of the Geneva Gazette takes a different view 
of the question. Among other things, he says: 


“A church edifice at Bellona, recently dedicated, cost- 
ing $80,000 and upwards, was the memorial gift of a sin- 
gle woman, a non-resident. Taxes would fall upon a small 
congregation unable to bear them. St. Peter’s church, 
Geneva, is of similar origin, although its cost of $50,000 
was borne in large part by many non-residents as a tes- 
timony of reverential respect for the memory of Bishop 
De Lancey, the first bishop of Western New York; it isa 


free church—any and all who seek admission to its ser- 


vices are heartily welcomed. Is it fair to impose taxes 
upon this property which its comparativly few and for the 
most part poor communicants would be obliged to bear? 
The fact is, this proposition to tax property has its inspi- 
ration in sources of Infidelity, and should be vigorously 
opposed by the moral and religious sentiment of the 
state, which we firmly believe is the preponderating 
element.” 

The foregoing are fair samples of the fallacies 
indulged in by the pro-exemptionists. If the 
Bellona society has received a gift so valuable that 
it cannot pay the taxes upon it, it is certainly in an 
undesirable position, but we fail to see that other 
people should be compelled to help it out of the 
difficulty. Where would be the justice of such a 
‘transfer of burdens? Tax all church property, and 
benefactors would put less money. into pretentious 
buildings, reserving parts of their gifts for the pay- 
ment of taxes and other legitimate expenses. What 
would be thought of an individual who had received 
as a present a magnificent residence and who should 
appeal to the assessor or equalization board to ex- 
empt his gift from taxation on the ground that he 
was too poor to pay the taxes on it! Even if it is 
a heavy burden for him to bear, would it be just to 
remit the tax on his property and put it on the 
property of his equally poor neighbors? Suppose 
that the Geneva church is /7ee, what of it? Why 
should people who do not care to attend its services 
be forced to provide religious “ consolation” gratis 
to those who do? The Gazette's entire argument is 
trivial, misleading, and is, in effect, a plea for relig- 
ious pauperism. It is within the limits of possibil- 
ity that its editor would write differently if he did 
not believe that “the moral and religious sentiment 
of the state” is “the preponderating element” and 
that this element is opposed to church taxation. It 
would almost seem that he is writing in an ironical 
vein, so difficult is it to believe that any man with 
sufficient intelligence to edit any kind of a paper 
can be fooled by such humbug “arguments.” 

ee es 

Tux Freethinkers of Kansas will hold a convention ‘in 
Lawrence, Kan., September 6th-9th. Preparations are 
being made to hav it a grand success. Excellent speek- 
ing and singing will be the distinotiv features of the 
occasion. any Freethinkers—Agnostios, Spiritualists, 
and Liberals of other shades—hav signified their inten- 
tion of being present and participating in the delibera- 
tions of the convention. Kansas is having good crops 
this year and, notwithstanding the calamity of the great 
strike, its people are hopeful and look forward to better 
times in the not distant future. W. S. Bell is now lect- 
uring in Kansas, helping to prepare the minds of the 


Liberals for the coming intellectual feast. His address 
is 114 Bast Fourth street, Topeka, Kan. 
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NEW YORK EDITORS. 


They Discuss the Problem of Equal 
and Impartial Taxation, 


Basing Their Remarks on The Truth Seeker's 
* Church Property? Pamphlet. 


WHICH HELPS TO SPREAD THE LIGHT. 


The Subject is Very Ably Haudled. 
Lansingburg Times. 

We hav received from the Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette place New York, a book entitled, 
“Church Property: Should it be Exempt from 
Taxation?” The subject is very ably handled, and 
very strong arguments given why church property 
should be taxed. This book, after telling what 
exemption has done in Italy, beggaring the people, 
says of Montreal: “The city is feeling more the 
burden of taxation. The largest owners of real 
estate are Protestants. Their taxes increase in the 
ratio of Roman Catholic institutions. Property 
which paid taxes is being sold to religious orders, 
and thus becomes exempt from taxes, and the bur- 
den of the city expenditure falls upon the few.” In 
New York city alone the value of church property is 
$54,670,600, divided as follows: Episcopal, $16,- 
393,000 ; Presbyterian, $9,354,000; Catholics, $8,- 
124,750; Baptists, $3,878,800; Jewish, $3,740,000; 
Methodist, $3,971,750; Reformed, $3 448,000 ; Con- 
gregationalists, $1,015,500; Unitarian, $630,000; 
Universalist, $565,000; Friends, $448,000; Disciples 
of Christ, $113,000; miscellaneous, $1,367,000. In 
Troy church property is valued ai: Episcopalian, 
$377,500; Catholic, $504,200; Presbyterian, $441,- 
500; Methodist, $300,500; Baptist, $160,000; mis- 
cellaneous, $211,500; total, $1,995,200. In revising 
the Constitution, this would be a good subject to 
look after. 


Church Property Should be Taxed. 
Gowanda Herald. 

That church property should not be exempt from 
taxation is an idea which is fast becoming a settled 
fact in the minds of a majority of thoughtful, prac- 
tical people, and professed real Christians at that. 
The Truth Seeker Co., of 28 Lafayette place, New 
York, has issued a pamphlet containing so many 
cogent, powerful, and common sense reasons why 
-church property should be taxed, that we do not see 
how any one can carefully read it and fail to become 
convinced of the strength of its arguments. It is 
an argument for equality of taxation, and a state- 
ment of facts, giving, from the census cf 1890, the 
value, by denominations, of church property in the 
United States, and in the several states and terri- 
tories, and in all cities having 25,000 or more in- 
habitants; so arranged as to show at a glance the 
relativ standing as to wealth of the leading denom- 
nations and denominational groups, with much other 
matter of especial interest to certain cities, states, 
and sections. All comparisons are based upon offi- 
cial figures. Let us take New York state.as an ex- 
ample. In this state we find one-fifth of the total 
church property in the United States. The figures 
as given by the census are $140,123,008. The de- 
nominations which are the chief beneficiaries of this 
enormous tax-emption roll are these: Protestant 
Episcopal, $31,142,613; Catholic, $25,769,478; 
Presbyterian, $22,727,192; Methodist, $18,305,200 ; 
Baptist, $13,625,588 ; Reformed, $7,698,280; Con- 
gregationalist, $5,175,262; Lutheran, $4,693,375 ; 
Jewish Congregational, $4,315,200; Universalist, 
$1,798,250; Unitarian, $1,117,500; Friends, $767,- 
450; Independent Congregations, $722,400; Ger- 
man Evangelical Synod, $681,570; Evangelical As- 
sociation, $401,850 ; Disciples of Christ, $363,650 ; 
The Christians, $257,850; New Jerusalem, $192,900; 
Moravians, $127,200; Adventist, $58,700 ; Catholic 
Apostolie Church, $55,000; United  Brethren, 
$34,650; Spiritualist, $33,250; Chinese Temples, 
$25,000. : 


Some Observations ou Exemption in General. 
Nunda News. 

“The amount of property exempt from taxation in 
the county of Livingston is over one million and a 
quarter of dollars." — Ez. 

There is too much property that is exe npt from 
taxation by law, and there is too much that escapes 
taxation by being covered up and sworn off so that 
the farm lands and village property, which is in 
sight, has to pay more than its share of the taxes. 
It is all wrong, and is an evil that ought to be 


pr rr me ———— á—— ————— MT 


righted. How personal property eseapes taxation 
has been demonstrated in Portage by the investiga- 
tion of the railroad officials. One man who used to 
swear off an assessment of $600 on personal prop- 
erty it is now known ought to pay a tax of $17,000 
on personal. It is so everywhere, and from $75,000 
to $100,000 of personal in every town escapes taxa- 
tion, because assessors are not thorough enough, as 
well as for other reasons. But a widow, with a 
house and lot and a few hundred, is obliged to pay 
taxes on every doilar she is worth. 


Quotes Generously From ** Church Property,?? 
Goshen News. : 
The question of the exemption of church property 


| from taxation, and why it should be exempt, is one 


which has led to grave discussion in years past, pro 


and con, and is again prominently brought before 


the public by the advocates of non-exemption. A 
monthly publication bearing the very captivating 
title of “The Truth Seeker Library,” published at 
28 Lafayette place, New York city, is before us, 
earnestly dealing with this subject and advocating 
in strong and unmistakable language the taxation 
of church property by the same right and on the 
same footing as banks and other public institutions. 
While not deeming it advisable to offer any opinion 
of our own on this question at present, in. the 
status of the question which the agitation has now 
reached, we giv, in lieu thereof, some of the more 
salient points made by “ The Truth Seeker Library” 
in maintaining the right and justice of why taxation 
of church property should be imposed, and at the 
same time adduce some of the reasons of the advo- 
cates of exemption from such taxation of the prop- 
erty of all ecclesiastical denominations and organiza- 
tions, without any exception whatever. 

It seems in no spirit of hostility to religious be- 
liefs or creeds that this question is now brought 
before the public on the lines we hav above: inti- 
mated, as advocated by the writer, as he bases his 
argument and conclusions on the broad correlativ 
principle that whereas church eorporatioris and so- 
cieties claim there should be “no taxation without 
representation,” on the other hand there should be 
“no representation without taxation.” The conclu- 
sion naturally follows that so long as any kind of 
private property is subject to taxation, should not 
all kinds be equally subject? Each person invests 
his money where he believes it will yield him the 
largest dividend pecuniarily, or in mental or moral 
satisfaction. Because one man puts $1,000 into a 
church and another the same amount into & Masonic 
hall is no reason why the latter should be required 
to pay the taxes on both sums. It would be 
plainly an injustice to compel him soto do. Again, 
could anything be more inequitable than the ex- 
emption from taxation of a million-dollar cathedral, 
built and patronized by wealthy people, while the 
small stores and shops of the men and women who 
can barely make a living are taxed to the extreme 
limit of the rate? 

As against this argument for taxation of church 


property it is offered as an off-set that church prop-. 


erty is non-productiv and does not bear.the same 
relation to civil and governmental obligations that 
require the levying of taxes on the subjects of a 
government for its maintenance and support. This 
is the main argument, besides the religious and 
charitable feature of the churches, which the advo- 
cates of exemption of churches and church property 
from taxation build their house of sand upon. But 
is there not also a vast amount of other property 
which is unproductiv, and shall it too be exempt 
from taxation? Many business investments turn 
out disastrously. Thousands of failures are re- 
corded every year. Men put into various enter- 
prises much more than they are able to get out of 
them. Should this unproductiv secular property 
be given a “free pass” by the state from all assess- 
ment of taxation? Why shoull non-productiv 
ecclesiastical property be exempt, while non- 
productiv secular property is taxed ? 

The homes of the people, from the laborer’s cot- 
tage to the millionaire's mansion, are non-productiv. 
From the hour they are completed, until they are 
destroyed by fire or flood or tempest, or become 
uninhabitable through the slow but sure procesy of 
decay, they are constantly subject to deterioration, 
continually requiring repairs, alterations, and addi- 
tions, which necessitate the expenditure of money 
that returns neither interest, profit, nor wages to 
him who spends it. Are these non-productiv 
houses, with their plots of ground, exempt from 
taxation? Many of the halls and rooms owned by 
secret and fraternal societies are non-productiv, and 
hence should be exempt from taxation if non- 
productivity is a legitimate cause for the exemption 
of churches. : 

But, as a matter of fact, all churches are not 
wholly unproductiv. In many of them pews are 


rented at large prices, which put them out of the 
reach cf all but the more wealthy people of the so. 
ciety, making. these churches practically Sunday 
elub-rooms for the rich. Why should they not pay 
taxes on these luxuriant appointments of worship? 
In many ways the churches are productiv, and are 
money-making institutions. They are collectiy 
offices and workshops, and in them are gathered 
most of the moneys which pay the salaries of one 
hundred and twelve thousand or more clergymen, 
and in them these clergymen do much of the work | 
which entitles them to pay. Here, also, are col. 
lected the vast sums which maintain great mission- 
ary boards, thus furnishing remunerativ..employ- 
ment to thousands more men and women. In the 
buildings owned by these religious corporations 
millions of dollars are annually raised by means of 
pew rentals, fairs, raffles, meals, collections, and 
subscriptions. How, then, we ask, can they be ex- 
empted from taxation on the ground of non- 
productivity ? " 

Who will argue that property which one individ- 
ual has received by gift from another should not be 
taxed? Certainly such a claim would be prepos- 
terous. Why, then, make it in the interest of a 
church? A church is nothing but a society of indi- 
viduals. This society may or may not make a 
better use of the gifts it receives than does the 
individual of the gifts: bestowed upon him. But 
whether it does or does rot has nothing to do with 
the question of equal taxation, on churches as well 
as any and all other private institutions. It is 
claimed that the churches exercise a great moral 
influence, and therefore they should not. be taxed, is 
another of the common objections urged by those 
who hav not thoughtfully examined this problem. 
Perhaps no other “argument” against justice in 
taxation has so much influence on the average man 
as. this, and yet no defense of church pauperism 
could be weaker. Advocates of exemption should 
bear in mind that no one wishes to tax the “moral 
influence” of the churches; it is their property 
which it is affirmed should bear its proportion of 
the public burdens. The argument for the taxation 
of church property has been fairly stated, and chal- 
lenges more forceful reasoning for its répeal by the 
advocates of its exemption. . : 


Some Argüments from a Correspondent.  ' 
Le Roy Gazette. "EE 
Eprror Tae Gazerre: The question of taxing 
church property seems: to be a question of lively 
debate before the State Constitutional Convention. 
The public hav generally conceded it right and 
courteous to-exempt church property from taxation. 
But, undoubtedly, very few hav given the subject 
due consideration. Ifthe church was a public in- 
stitution existing for. the whole public, why, it 
would be just to exempt it from taxation. - As it is, 
the amount of taxes which would be received from 
church property if not exempt from taxation, has-to 
be raised from other taxpayers. Thus it can be 
readily seen, uninterested parties are obliged in- 
directly to support church societies, which are 
mainly private organizations, and should support 
themselvs. g 


It Offers Numerous Reasons. . 
Albany Times-Union. ] 
This pamphlet contains an argument in favor of 
taxing church property and givs many reasons why 
it should not be exe» pt. (The Truth Seeker Co., 
28 Lafayette place, New York.) 


It Bristles with Statistics. 
Syracuse Express. 

* Chureh Property: Should it be Exempt fro 
Taxation? Reasons Why it Should Not,” is the 
title of an anonymous pamphlet published by the 
Truth Seeker Co. of New York. It bristles with 
statistics showing the value of church property in 
the various states. 


Arguments Are Wholesome. 
Oriskany Falls News. "i 

We hav received from the Truth Seeker Co.a 
neat little volume devoted to the subject of taxing 
church property. The arguments are of a whole- 
some nature and will be of interest to all tax payers. 
Send 15 cents to the Truth Seeker Co., 28 Lafayette 
place, New York, for & copy. 


It Is Worth Perusal. 
Fulton Patriot. í 
Number 40 of the Truth Seeker Library deals 
with the oft-discussed subject of taxation of church 
properiy, and givs over one hundred pages in sup- 
port of the argument that churches hav no more 
right in equity to be exempt from taxation than the 
homes of the workingmen. It is full of statistics 
and other data, and is worth perusal, whether you 
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agree with the ideas advanced or not. Price, 15 
cents... "Truth Seeker Co., 28 Lafayette place, N. Y. 


o0 uu o LA Western View. ; 

Chicago Record (the most religious daily of Chicago). ` 
' "The question of taxing church property is again 
the subject of discussion.. The present movement 
seems to be carried on and encouraged by some 
Protestant churches. It is alleged, with how much 
accuracy cannot be said, that four-fifths of the 
Protestants in this country are in favor of church 
property bearing its just proportion of the burdens 


of supporting the government, and it is true that. 


very many declare that the church ought not to be 
a pensioner on'the state. — : 

Every state and:: territory in the Union givs 
churches: some‘ exemption, most of them without 
any regard to values, while some tax those worth 
more than a specified sum. About one-third of the 
states exempt parsonages belonging to churches as 
well. Church edifices and land alone, exclusiv of 

arsonages, colleges and the like, are valued at 


$679,694,439, and it.is probable that. this would. 


need to be at:least doubled to include all other 
chureh' property. It is safe to put the value of 
church: property in the United States at $1,361, 
374,000: ‘It is a question which seriously disturbs 
ministérs and laymen alike whether an element of 
society that is 80 rich ought to ask any exemption 
from the burdens that fall alike on rich and poor, 
especially when the churches receive all the benefits 
of government that the humblest citizen can claim. 
-It may be' said that one of the worst obstacles 
the church has frequently had to contend with is 
the favoritism which it has received from the state. 
A poor man, likely to lose his home for non-payment 
_of taxes, is justly aggrieved that the costly church 
near him shares no part of the burden which the 
state imposes on him, and the wars and ‘disturb- 
ances that hav been caused by large accumulations 
of church: wealth in other countries show how in- 
tense this feeling may be. Confiscation of this 
property by the state has been sometimes the only 
way of restoring peace. " 
"The feeling is: becoming very general inside of 
the church itself that, as a matter of business, it 
would be better for the church to pay taxes on its 
property than to permit it to remain exempt, and 
that it is unwise to permit an institution of such 
high character to be to any extent a public pauper 
or pensioner and not assume duties and responsi- 
bilities which it regards as essential in a good, hon- 
est citizen. “Render unto Cæsar the things that 


are Cssar's" is a command that many believe is. 


evaded when exemption from taxation is asked or 
received. ` 
Many of the strongest defenders of the church in 
this country heartily favor the taxation of church 
property. The one exemption that could be reason- 
ably asked is for hospitals that are supported by 
charity for alleviating human misery and suffering 
without compensation. Public charities are not 
sectarian organizations, and although they may be 
supported by a sect they are for all sufferers regard- 
less of religious belief. 
. It may be, as is urged, that taxation of church 
` property would put a check upon much extrava- 
gance in building fine church edifices and would 
prove to be a barrier against church debts, which 
are often a greater burden than any amount of tax- 


ation that could legally be assessed against church 


holdings. 


Perhaps if God’s voice had not “walked in the 
garden, in the cool of the day,” we might never hav 
been compelled to “sweat” while we dug up Canada 
thistles to save a $100 fine. 


One of the things our heavenly father hates 
(Prov. vi, 17) are “hands that shed innocent blood.” 
Therefore it is wrong for us to wonder if it is be- 
cause.of jealously for fear some ore may beat his 
own passover record down in Egypt. 


_Presbyterians will soon be considering the ques- 
tion of whether or not the late frost in the bad 
place was not caused by the melting of that side of 
the great “fixed” gulf (now known to be ice) which 
has been exposed to so much heat that the lower 
levels hav filled with water and submerged their pet 
hobby. 


Some enterprising Yankee who may possibly hav 
worked his way into heaven will no doubt undertake 
to locate and hold the riparian ownership of the 
stream which is reputed toissue from under the great 
white throne. If it is never needed there for irriga- 
tion purposes he could, no doubt, pipe it down and 
obtain an excellent pressure in the regions below, 
where is said to be a large permanent population 
in a climate of perpetual drouth and unprotected as 
yet. from imminent danger of fire. 


Mr. Hays and the Tariff. 
‘Tis with our judgment as our watches; none 
Go just alike, yet each believes his own.” 

If there were no axes to grind it seems to me that 
this everlasting wrangle about the.tariff would soon 
cease. But those who work for self-interest and 
those who work for the common weal can never 
agree. 

It is remarkable that at this late day, as shrewd 
a people as.the Americans claim to be. should still 
be disputing about the tariff. It ought to hav been 
settled -in twenty years. after it was taken in 
hand by keen Yankee intellect; and yet, after a 
hundred years of discussion, itis no nearer a settle- 
ment than when just taken up. And a hundred 
years hence the first question asked a man who shall 
arriv at the gate of St. Peter will be, «How do you 
stand on the tariff?” As I understand the tariff 
question, it is a tax levied upon foreign commodities 
for the privilege of being sold in our market, no 
matter whether the importer be nativ or foreign 
born. This tax, whatever it may be, is added to the 
price of the goods, and must ultimately be paid by 
the consumer. ` 

There is a point of land in Spain, running out 
into the Strait of Gibraltar, called Tariffa Formerly 
all vessels passing that point were laid under trib- 
ute; not because there was any justice in the claim, 
but because there was power to enforce it. The 
tariff had its origin in this circumstance, and it is 
just as dishonest to-day as it was then. : 

Because it makes the poor pay what the rich 
ought to pay. In other words, it taxes people ac- 
cording to what they are compelled to consume and 
not according to their ability to pay. This tax is 
supposed to be levied for a twofold purpose; .to 
afford a revenue to defray the expenses of the gov- 
ernment and to protect American industries. In 
the first place, there is but one honest way to de- 
fray the expenses of the government, and that is by 
laying a tax directly upon: the people according to 
their ability to pay.  . 

The poor ought not to be taxed at all. It is safe 
to say that one-half of the people hav no income 
above & bare living, and to tax such people is an 
outrage. The wealthy half of the people who 
ought to: pay all the expenses of the government, 
through this nefarious scheme shift a great propor- 
tion of the burden upon the shoulders of the poor, 
who ought not to be taxed at all. In case of a dis- 
turbance they are called upon to defend the prop- 
erty of the rich and are compelled to face the storm 
of war, and that is as much as ought to be required 
of them. f 

As for protecting our industries, it ought to be 
seen and understood that it is impossible to favor a 
man engaged in an industry unless it is at the ex- 
pense of somebody else. A tariff produces nothing, 
and consequently there can be nothing to distribute 
as a general benefit to all. What one receives must 
be at the expense of somebody else. 

We had in this vicinity three bachelors worth, in 
the aggregate, say, a hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars. There were at the same time a half dozen 
men with large families, each of which wculd con- 
sume more than the three rich bachelors, and con- 
sequently would pay more to support the govern- 
ment than the three rich men. A greater injustice 
could not be imagined. 

The poor men hay nothing to be protected, bu 
their sons may be called upon to protect the prop- 
erty of the rich men. Thus the poor in many in- 
stances are made to contribute more than the rich, 
and may be called upon to protect the property of 
the rich, while the rich are rarely called upon to 
sacrifice anything to the poor. 
cal working of a tariff for revenue. i 

Take the tariff schedule and visit the apartment 
of the widow around the corner, who supports her, 
self by washing, and see how many articles there are 
in her scantily furnished room which do not bear thé 
earmark of the tariff tax. Is this the best this great 
Yankee nation can do? Must it tax the poor widow 
at the wash-tub ? 

A half dozen men meet in the city of New York 
and agree to send the price of coal up a dollar on 
the ton. The widow around the corner is compelled 
to pay the advanced price. Some men from Nova 
Scotia tell her that they will furnish coal to her at 
a cheaper rate. But the government steps in and 
tells her that if she buys coal of the Nova Scotia 
men she must pay a tax which will bring the price 
up to that asked by the Pennsylvania men. 

Two or three of the men who sent the price of 


coal up, own a hole in the ground in Pennsylvania.. 


According to the laws of nature, they would be 
puzzled to show that they hav any better right to 
the hole, to the exclusion of others, than they hav 
to the sunshine. They hav a thousand men engaged 
in bringing coal out of the hole. These men are 
oppressed until they rebel, and there is great dis- 


This is the practi- 


ATi 


turbance in the neighborhood of the hole. Troops 
are sent to shoot them down because they refuse to 
work for starvation wages. And then the widow is 
taxed to pay the troops. Will the men who own. 
the hole ever be taxed to defend the widow? Her- 
sons may be forced to protect the property of the 
men who put up the price of coal on their mother? 
Will Mr. Hays please explain how a tariff on coal 
makes it come cheaper to the widow? 

Mr. Hayes says, * Under a protectiv tariff there 
is no free trade in labor.” ‘Will he please show 
when an embargo has been laid on foreign labor? 
While the cry has been constantly kept up against. 
the importation of foreign manufactures to com- - 
pete with American products—that if untaxed 
it would destroy our industries—the manufacturers 
themselvs hav been allowed to swarm to our shores, 
without let or hindrance, to underbid and displace 
our laborers, and to fill all the avenues to indus- 
trial pursuits. 

« The benefits of the tariff are about equally di- 
vided between the employee and the consumer. 
The former gets more money for his labor, and the 
latter more goods for his money.” 

The protectionists hav been ringing the changes 
on this self-contradiction until it has become stale. 
One man writes an article to show that a tariff givs 
the grower a better price for his wool, and it is 
made to look quite plausible. Another writes an 
article to prove that the manufacturer gets a broader 
margin on his profits, and therefore can pay better 
wages to the operativs who reduce the wool to 
cloth, and then that competition between manufac- 
turers will force prices down so that the cloth will 
come cheaper to those who wear it. Thousands 
hav been befogged with this kind of tariff philoso- 
phy, without being able to see the hole in the skim- 
mer. These statements taken separately as they 
are generally presented to the reader, do not appear 
to be so very ridiculous. But when taken together 
and compared, one with the other, the absurdity in- 
volved is too great for serious consideration. 

Now I will not analyze these statements, but will 
dispose of the whole in a batch by asking Mr. Hays 
to take a single fleece of wool. and so manipulate it 
as to giv the wool grower a better ‘price for his 
product, and the manufacturer & broader margin on 
his profits, and the operativs who reduce the wool 
to cloth better wages, and then make the cloth come 
cheaper to those who wear it. 

If Mr. Hays is successful in harmonizing these 
palpable contradictions, I would to like hav him tell 
how.the three boys who were shut up in the barn made 
seventy-five cents a-piece trading jack-knives, and 
each one got his old knife back again. And then 
he will be able to draw his suspenders tight enough ` 
to raise himself off the ground. 

Again: **Europe can sell more cheaply than we." 
Then, according to this tariff philosophy, we must 
lay a tariff on the products of this cheap foreign 
labor which will bring it up to a level with Ameri- 
can labor. In India a man works for a pound of 
salt a day. What kind of a tariff would Mr. Hays 
lay on articles manufactured in India to bring the 
price of labor up to what it is here?—for, according 
to Mr. Hays, it must be done or we cannot cope 
with Indian manufacturers. 

With a machine propelled by steam a man will 
plow, cultivate, and sow a strip twelve feet wide, 
and move at the rate of three miles an hour. In 
India everything is done by hand. In a Western 
mine a powerful engin, with two men to 'tend it, 
throws out hundreds of barrels of water per min- 
ute. In Egypt, where labor is about as cheap as it 
is in India, they raise water with a human tread- 
wheel. Does Mr. Hays think we could not com- 
pete with these people? Brains will always hav the 
advantage over muscle in the production of cheap 
commodities. England would prove the sharpest 
competitor that we should hav to contend with— 
not because she has the cheapest labor, but for the 
opposit reason, that next to America she pays the 
highest wages of any nation in the world, and her 


| laborers, therefore, are the hardest to compete with 


because the most intelligent. American laborers 
are the best paid of any in the world, and therefore 
are the most independent, the most enterprising, 
and the most intelligent of any nation. They read 
more, think more, invent more, than any other peo- 
ple. The inventiv genius of this country turns out 
more labor-saving machinery and more useful inven- 
tions-than all the European nations combined; and 
for this reason, with fair play and an open field, 
we can cope with any nation on earth. 

«Under free trade,” continues Mr. Hays, ‘‘Huro- 
pean producers will lower prices until American 
competition is destroyed; after that they will charge 
what they please, and America is bound to pay.” 
The time has gone by for men to be deceived with 
that old, worm-eaten chestnut. American competi- 
tion will never be destroyed until the independence, 
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enterprise, intelligence, and inventiv genius of the | philosophic contentment. At Benton Harbor, after 
American people are wiped out. We can enter the | returning from the Springs, we spend the evening 
markets of the world to-day with any European na-| with Mr. Winslow and Dr. Ryno, both Liberals, and 
tion and distance them in the production of cheap | I presume there are others in the place; but they 
commodities. The higher wages are here, and the | do not materialize sufficiently for Freethought work. 
lower wages are in other countries, the easier we | However, those we did meet were stanch to the 
can compete with them. The civilization of any | backbone, subscribers to Tux Trura Seeker and 
country may be inferred from the condition of the | Investigator, and ready to entertain the Secular 
working people. One man in this country will pro- | Pilgrim. At 10 o'clock the same evening we take 
düce more than a hundred mer in some countries. | the boat for Chicago, and the next morning are in 
To say that other nations will charge what they | the big and bustling city. . 
lease, and that we shall be bound to pay, is little} Sunday afternoon, at Robertson’s, under the aus- 
better than schoolboy talk. How can other nations | pices of Dr. de Lespinasse and Stevens, we had 
' compel us td pay what they are pleased to ask, any | some “table tippings." Mrs. de Lespinasse seems 
more than we ¢an force our commodities upon them | to hav a wonderful amount of electricity, or “spirit- 
at what we are pleased to ask? Half the people | ual power,” or whatever you may eall it, for the 
hav been made to believe that without a tariff other | table was quite lively in its performances and gen- 
nations could flood us with their productions, and | erally intelligent in its answers to our queries. The 
that we would be compelled to buy without régard | “ spirits ” seemed to be about the most sensible I 
to our wants or their prices. I cannot see how | hav come across, for they did not require any rever- 
they can compel us to buy what we do not want; | ent frame of mind in the interlocutors, or any faith. 
and if théy bring what we do want, is it not our | We were all Materialists, but the unseen power was 
privilege to buy? Joms Peck. | just as voluble as if we had been believers. I hav 
Naples, N. Y. no explanation as yet of these curious phenomena— 
I suspend judgment—but I-hav no doubt, if the 
*gpirits" consent to manifest themselvs in broad 
daylight and submit to rigid scientific investigation, 
that we shall be able to locate them somewhere in 
the natural processes of the universe. 

Sunday evening I leave for Red Jacket, Mich. 
I had to giv up for the time being my lectures at 
Shell Rock, Ia., and vicinity. I shall make arrange- 
ments for that part of the lecture field later on; 
but having a call to Red Jacket, I felt it best to try 
this hitherto unexplored country. It is eighteen 
hours’ ride from Chicago, and is one of the north- 
ernmost points of Michigan. Here are the famous 
Calumet and Hecla copper mines. There are about 
seventeen thousand people in this township, includ- 
ing Calumet and Red Jacket, which are practically 
one town. The pay-roll amounts to $250,000 per 
month. The mines are vast in extent and run 
down to the depth of 5,200 feet. An army of men 
are at work every day in the bowels of the earth. 
Enormous engins, 4,700 horse power and more, are 
kept constantly at work. The biggest engin is 
called Jumbo. It is a mighty and magnificent 
affair, and man, its creator, looks rather puny by 
its side. The chimneys loom up two hundred and 
fifty feet. The buildings are massiv. Indeed, these 
vast machineries are quite a manifestation of the 
imperial genius of man. 
` The men here are well taken care of, and are 
comfortable and happy. The employers seem to 
be animated by a just and generous spirit, and 
under such conditions a strike is impossible. The 
workmen receive, on an average, $2 a day, some- 
times more and sometimes less, as they labor by 
contract. Houses are furnished by the company at 
the rate of $1 a room per month. A man witha 
family needs four rooms, which makes his rent $4 
per month. Pullman charges $3 per month a 
room, which makes the rent at least $12 per month 
—quite a difference. The company repairs the 
houses here without extra pay, and furnishes 
wood and coal at cost. This shows something of 
what might be when justice prevails; when the 
workingman is not crushed, but is elevated and 
ennobled, and has a chance for leisure and im- 
provement. 

Red Jacket, however, is pretty well under the 
shadow of orthodoxy. There is a church at almost 
every corner; and almost every sect in Christendom 
appears. There is every nationality—a variety of 
people as well as of religions The Salvation Army 
flourishes, while the Romish Church is predominant. 
The Methodist comes next. 


News and Notes. 


I reach Chicago in the midst of the throb and ex- 
citement of the great labor strike. To the most 
careless observer it was evident that a tremendous 
and far-reaching movement was going. on whose 
end would not be seen perhaps in this generation. 
It was not merely an ebullition. It takes on some- 
what the proportions of a revolution. No such 
problem ever confronted the world as the industrial 
problem of to-day. Unless it is rightly settled the 
upheaval of our civilization is certain. There are 
incalculable forces at work. One thing surely must 
be eliminated before there is any successful solu- 
tion, and that is the superstition of the past; and 
the strike has impressed upon me the necessity of 
Freethought as the first condition of reform. 

Superstition, however, still parades the streets. 
The Salvation Army was out in all its glory and 
tatters a few nights since. There was to be a mar- 
riage, and a great deal of style was put on. Itwas a 
good chance for a financial gain. A procession of 
women clothed in white, with bells in their hands, 
marched along the principal, streets of the 
West side. This was followed by the usual motley 
crowd of the Salvation Army. The band played at 
the front of the column, which finally reached the 
Princess Opera House, the headquarters of the 
army. The admission to the marriage scene was 
ten cents and twenty-five cents. I did not avail 
` myself of the privilege, but quite a number did, 
and no doubt Cupid raked in the shekels for the 
.Lord. As a business affair I guess it was a success. 

Dr. and Mrs. de Lespinasse are in the city, and 
E. A. Stevens and wife, and so the few days I spent 
in Chicago were filled with social entertainment. 
At the home of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. L. Robertson, 
as elsewhere, there were pleasant gatherings. 

On Friday, July 13th, Mr. Reichwald took me 
over to St. Jo, the great fruit section of Michigan, 
where land was once worth five hundred dollars an 
acre, but the uncertainties of the peach crop, ete., 
hav reduced the value at least one-half. It almost 
always happens that when man has a good thing in 
the way of fruit or grain, “God” is pretty sure to 
come in with the grasshopper, or locust, or scale, 

or “yellows,” and prevent the harvest. Thousands 
of peach-trees hav been destroyed about St. Jo. 
When the “ yellows ” put in an appearance not only 
the fruit, but root and branch and everything hav 
to be burned up, or the disease is sure to spread. 
* Mysterious" indeed are the ways of “ Provi- 
dence.” 

It is a fine trip over to St. Jo from Chicago. 
Lake Michigan spreads before us like a great ocean. 
The city with its thousand palaces sinks from view. 
No land is in sight. On every side is a blue ex- 
panse of water and sky. We leave Chicago at 9 30. 
About 1 o’clock the sandy bluffs of Michigan appear 
and the towers and roofs of St. Jo, which is a pretty 
place of about seven thousand inhabitants. At St. 
Jo we take the electric car for Benton Harbor, three 
miles away. This is more of a business place than St. 
Jo, and has a population of ten thousand. We drive 
out to the Eastman Springs, somewhat famous in 
this country. There are seventeen springs and 
every one of a different quality. They are said to 
be quite conduciv to good health. One is called the 
“Rejuvenator.” If you drink of this three times a 
day you are guaranteed to liv to a hundred years of 
age. I think I shall retire to this comfortable and 
somewhat romantic spot when I hav finished the 
Freethought work. It is much better than the 
orthodox heaven.. It is a delightful little wooded 
ravine where the soft breezes and the gentle waters 
make music, the very place for poetic reverie and 


by the city, and is used -for all sorts of entertain- 
ments, theatrical and otherwise, was secured for the 
lectures; but when the mayor found out that.it was 
an “Infidel” lecture, he refused to let the opera 
house be open for any such purpose, and the doors 
were shut against us; and we were obliged to giv 
the lectures in Italian Hall. I doubt if this action 
of the mayor will add to his popularity, though he 
evidently did it for the purpose of making votes. 
There is some sense of justice in the minds of tbe 
people The papers gav the officious proceedings a 
thorough condemnation, and advised the mayor to 
read Paine’s “Common Sense,” and find out the 
real purpose of Infidelity. The action of the mayor 
advertised extensivly the lectures, and the first 
evening the hall was crowded to its utmost capacity. 
The: majority of the audience were Christians, in- 
duced by curiosity to come. They paid good atten- 
tion. The subject cf the lecture was the “ Rights 
of Man and the Demands of Liberalism.” About a 
couple of dozen of the Salvation Army left when it 
came to the question of the taxation of church prop- 
erty, etc. I had a much smaller audience on the 


The opera house, which is owned and controled 


second evening, most of the Christians staying 
away, but the audience I did hav was intelligent 
and appreciativ. The Liberals here are in a mi. 
nority, but are not afraid to stand by their colors. 
No Freethought lectures hav been given here be. 
fore, and I am breaking new ground. It is some. 
what discouraging, but I think the result will be 
good. At any rate, there is agitation in the com. 
munity, and new ideas. I had about five hundred 
present the first night, but only two women were 
there. This shows the drift of things and the 
prejudices to contend against. I giv three lettures 
in all at this place. ao 

Mr. C. H. Ohase is my mainstay here. He started 
the movement; bears most of the expenses and does 
most of thé work. When he first came there were 
no subscribers to Taz Taurum SzkkER, now there are 
four, I believe. Mr. Chase is not afraid to express 
himself. He is an enthusiastic Freethinker, and 
has been so for years. He livs with his mother, 
and I enjoy while here the hospitality of their home. 
I don’t hav to fight the battles alone. I hav good 
comradeship. : x 

Mr. James Kenney has also been very efficient in 
the work. ' He has been fighting the battles of 
Freethought in regard to thé Sunday question, etc. 
He is on the roll of Taz TeurH Sxxkzrs and keeps it 
in circulation where it will do the most good. Dr. 
G. W. Tape I met formerly in Portland, Or. .He 
was at one time located at Willapa, Wash., and joined 
forces with our friend Jake Dressler on that Liberal 
frontier field; and these comrades can shake hands 
through the columns of Tug Trura SEEKER “ across 
the continent.” Mr. William Smith and Octave 
Brousseau are also on Tur Truru Serrar. list. 
Some good has been accomplished. A few hay 
dared to stand up and be-counted.. The ball has 
been set in motion, and although the present out-' 
look is not very favorable, yet, with the future be- 
fore us, we hav hopes of victory. 

Red Jacket has scarcely felt the hard times. 
There is enough ore in sight to keep these vast mills 
running for half a century. They say that these 
mines were originally discovered by a hog rooting 
in the ground. He threw the ore in sight, and 
from this further discoveries were made. But the 
man who dug the first ore and made the first loca- 
tion is now poor. He could not realize the almost 
boundless wealth at hand. He had. not the means. 
It afterward passed into the control of the present 
company—most of the claims being located by Pro- | 
fessor Agassiz, whose son is now one of the chief 
promoters of the enterprise, and is said to be enor- 
mously wealthy. He has an eye, however, to the 
happiness and improvement of those whom he em- 
ploys. Calumet township seems to hav a bright 
future before it, so far as material prosperity is con- 
cerned. Freethought, we hope, will come on later. 

Samvrt P. PuTNAM. 


A Pacifie Greeting. 


Deag EprroR: After two months of exile in min- 
ing regions I struck this hotel, where, on the public 
reading table, lay Tur TaurH Szrxr& and Secular 
Thought. How my heart warmed at the greeting 
of these familiar friends! I fervently grasped the 
hand of the noble and courageous Freethinker Jen- 


‘gen, who thus dares to show his colors, and I re- 


solved to ask you to tell your readers that one who 
has had a world-wide experience declares that he 
has never been in & more comfortable and better- 
managed house than the Hotel Dallas. Here, at 
the outer harbor of. Victoria, lulled by the rippling 
of the Pacific waters, fanned by the cool, salt 
breezes, and inspired by the grand snow-crowned 
Olympic mountains that rise across the straits of 
Juan de Fuca, one can find all the rest and peace 
that nature’s charms, added to human ingenuity, 
can bestow. Although nearly a mile from town, 
the electric cars run every ten minutes, and I advise 
any of your readers,-who come to Victoria, to make 
their way at once to this hotel, which, in every sense, 
deserves the title Liberal. 

Mr. W. Jensen, the proprietor of the Hotel Dal- . 
las, is an Englishman of Danish descent, who came 
to America in early life and, after engaging for 
eighteen months in the civil war, took Horace Gree- 
ley's advice, * Go West." For the last twenty years 
he has been engaged in hotel enterprises on the 
Pacific coast. He says that he received but little 
religious education and had not much to unlearn, 
but like all the practical men that one meets out 
West, in the effort to gain a living he learned the 
supremacy of natural law and the futility of all 
faith in miracle. Religion is ignored by the live 
man, and the only thing sensitiv to its influences 
that I hav heard of was a horse who dropped dead 
at the sound of a church bell. 

It interested me to bé accosted by the hotel por- 
ter, as I stood near the reading table, with the re- 


mark, « Here's a paper, sir, that I am very fond of, | 


and that expresses my opinions.” He handed me 
Tax Traore Seexer, and when I told him that I had 
sometimes had the honor to contribute to its col- 
umns, his respect was manifest. He asked me if I 
would like a copy of Franklin Steiner's tract, “ In- 
fidels and Charity,” and went to get it; but, upon 
his return, he walked past me across the hall and 
came back with the tract placed in the center of a 
silver salver, which he presented with a profound 
bow. Was ever Infidel literature honored in such 
a way before? This well deserved it. I read it on 
the rocks this morning and found it an admirable 
reply to the common Christian sneer against the 
charitableness of unbelievers, and it is a good sum- 
mary of facts also. I read Tax Trurn Seeker too. 
Let me congratulate you on your grand work in 
spreading ideas among legislators, 4nd compliment 
you and your worthy co-workers on the truly mag- 
nificent literature that fills your columns. I -hav 
had no greater intellectual treat for a great while, 
or more rational enjoyment, than when reading your 
clear, logical, and forceful editorials; the bright, 
pungent, and level-headed * Observations” of George 
E.; the vigorous, terse saxon of that grandest of the 
writers for the people, John Peck, and the flowing, 
poetic, and yet “solid” sense of the genial Putnam, 
whose energetic efforts deserve the richest reward. 
Then Heston’s pictures appeal to other senses and 


enforce the same glorious lesson of Universal Men- | M 


-tal Liberty. " 

I hope I may find a gold mine out: here labeled 
“Truth Seeker," and sécure you the title to it, for 
gold could not be better employed than in doing 
your great work of emancipating the human mind. 

Accept these few lines, prompted by impulse, 
with the best wishes of your comrade, 

Victoria, B. €. Rosr. C. Apams. 


—AÉ0— 
Observations. 

‘The New York Recorder has published an old 
letter of Colonel Ingersoll’s, descriptiv of the quali- 
ties of Some whisky which he therewith transmits, 
and the Christian temperance people will of course 
make the most of it. The letter is short; hence it 
does not contain a fraction of the commendation of 
strong drink to be found in the Bible, but that 


won't make an atom of difference with the Christian 


temperance people, because when anyone discusses 
the Bible brand of liquor with them they take 
refuge in what is known as the “two-wine theory ” 
—that is, that the wine manufactured by Christ and 
recommended by the patriarchs, prophets, and apos- 
_tles was simply the unfermented juice of the grape, 
while the sort that is condemned had worked and 
had a fuddle to it. Eminent Hebrew and Greek 
scholars, like Dr. Funk of the Voice and C. C. 
Moore of the Blue Grass Blade, differ about the 
“two-wine theory," but it is generally accepted; 
and after reading Colonel Ingersoll’s letter I think 
the anti-Prohibitionists will agree with me that 
there are grounds for a two-whisky theory. .Cer- 
tainly the kind described is not like that we usually 
run up against. “In it," says the letter, “you will 
find the sunshine and the shadow that chased each 
other over the billowy fields.” Not in the article 
sold in Albuquerque, N. M. On the contrary, the 
cowboy and the wild Indian chase each. other 
through the sagebrush. “The breath of June,” it 
goes on. That is not the breath which goes with 
Chicago goods. “The carol of the lark.” The lark 
but not the carol, in San Francisco. ‘The dews of 
night, the wealth of summer and autumn, rich con- 
tent, all golden and imprisoned light." How many 
of us anti-Prohibitionists ever struck that variety? 


“ Drink it, and you will hear the voices of men and |. 


maidens singing ‘Harvest Home.’” “Home till 


Mornin’,” in New York. ‘“Mingled with the laughter 
of children.” In the Northwest they ask where you 
got that jag. “Drink it, and you will feel within 
_ your blood the star-led dawn; the dreamy, tawny 
dusks of many perfect days.” Kansas City truck 
sends the blood to the nose; the dreams it causes 
are delirious, its mornings tawny only with remorse, 
‘and the day tapers slowly toward another night of it. 
If there is such cornjuice as the letter describes, 
it must be as innocuous as the grape-milk of the 
gospels, and twice as satisfying. That there exists 
the kind which produces the phenomena I hav men- 
tioned is beyond dispute. When the first variety 
occurs, we will all drink to the apostle Paul and to 
the guests at the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee. 
With the fate of Noah in our minds we must touch 
the other more lightly, but let the gospel temper- 
ance people understand that we can hav a two- 
tanglefoot theory as well as they. MEE. 
Mr. Robert Miller, in a letter to Taz Trura 
SEEKER, remarks: 


Those, too, who hay been trying to convince us that all 
government is tyranny are haying a little object lesson in 
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their beautiful theory in the condition that confronts them 
in the present strike. On the whole, we who are not polit- 
ical economists are from the condition that confronts us 
inclined to believe that a little government influence 
rightly exerted would be a good thing just at present, at 
least, as what we see of the workings of the no govern- 
ment plan does not look very encouraging. 

From what Mr. Miller says in other parts of his 
letter I judge that the foregoing was intended for 
my reproof, correction, and instruction in righteous- 
ness, and I hereby tender my thanks for the interest 
shown. So as not to remain misunderstood, I must 
tell Mr. Miller that the theory of government held 
by myself has been violated by the strikers who un- 
dertook by force to control the. railroad’s property 
and by force to govern the railroad’s employees. If 
they had stood by the principle of self government 
and non-interference in the exercise of private rights 
they would hav kept their hands off. It will be seen, 
then, that the trouble arose out of the governing 
idea, not from a lack of it. What is called the gov- 
ernment—which is the state—intervened, not to 
govern anybody, but to defend persons and prop- 
erty. If this thought has escaped Mr. Miller's at- 
tention, I hope he will accept it in return for the 
suggestions he has made for my benefit. 


The Koran of Mohammed, speaking with refer- 
ence to the Jews, makes this statement: 


They said, We hav slain the messiah, Jesus the son of 
wry, the prophet and apostle of God. . Certainly they 
slew him, not, neither crucified him; they crucified one 
among them that resembled him, 

The view is one with which I hav not previously met 
up, but it is corroborated, apparently, by the gospels, 
which inform us that several days after the apostles 
thought they had seen Jésus crucified they found 
him enjoying a stroll in the suburbs of Jerusalem. 
Mohammed’s statement may hav been based ona wild 
rumor, but a modern insurance company would hav 
investigated it before redeeming the policy of the 
deceased. 


On_one or two occasions I hav commented upon 
the public utterances and writings of a Philadelphia 
lady who entertained and propagated, with much 
soberness and sincerity, some most peculiar views 
on spirit marriage, phallism, the danse du ventre, 
and other virile questions. The lady alluded to 
held that sex worship was the true religion, which 
except a man believed faithfully he could not be 
saved. She also maintained that the abdominal 
wriggle of the Algerian women from the Midway 
Plaisance was a longer and shorter catechism for 
married people; and by the same token she wrote 
breezy essays on connubial reserve as taught by 
Oneida Noyes, giving as her source of knowledge 
her two or three years’ of wedded life with a spook. 
As for worship of the noticeable discrepancies be- 
tween voters and others, it is probably true that 
such has been in the past one of the manifestations 
of religious insanity. Large volumes hav been 
written on that subject without doing more than to 
show that the aspirations of the pious soul are not 
always upward. It is possibly true also that the 
danse du ventre contains some suggestion of the 
lunar month as related to the constitution of our 
afflicted sisters. A person may hold to these as 
facts, and at the same time enjoy good health; but 
when & spinster announces in print that she is no 
longer a maiden, having been joined in the holy 
bands of wedlock to a spirit husband, we know that 
the crazy ward of the lunatic asylum has a promis- 
ing candidate. Mental rickets is a natural accom- 
paniment and insanity the outcome; and such, I 
am now informed, is the fact in the present instance. 

It may be out of order for anyone not an author- 
ity on mental and spiritual hocus pocus to state 
more than the crude facts in stich cases, but every- 
body who has not swallowed his eyes can see that 
the way of the Philadelphia lady is the one traveled 
by people generally that get into relations with 


imaginary powers or persons whose feet do not. 


touch this earth and who are present only to the 
fancy. Here we hav a woman giving a wife's atten- 
tion to & husband in the moon and wasting nervous 
energy on a conjugal mate who has none to return. 


The uncompensating character of the process is ap. |. 


parent. It isa broken circuit; it is like stepping 


on a missing round of a ladder—kicking a dog that | 


has gone around the corner—cutting at something 
with half a pair of shears. The system is bound to 
go broke. 

Under the same head take praying to God. The 
prayer habit practiced to excess is insanity. You 
do all the talking; God does not reply. You make 
all the exertion; he does nothing. He. is a great 
sponge, absorbing all that goes his way, and he is 
too far off to be squeezed. “Arrested for praying 
on the streets—held for examination as to his san- 
ity” is the last the public hears of many religious 
enthusiasts. The wasted energy has drained them. 


I do not need to mention the forces exhausted in 
obtaining through spirit mediums the information 
that we liv after the death of the body and may re- 
turn to communicate with friends still in the flesh. 
T allude to it merely to say that such information, 
which comprises all that any reputable person pre- 
tends to know about the future life, is of no more 
value.than the fact that a man who goes West may 
come back, or that a bad penny will return. The 
spirits will accept all the attention we choose to pay 
to them—possibly because they cannot help them- 
selvs—but a ghost, a guitar, and a good-night are 
all we hav so far to show for it. Does anybody 
think that other-worldliness really pays? The 
point I would make is that it does not. 


A London Anarchist, named Mowbray, has come 
to town. It is understood that he believes in 
* propaganda by deed,” and will endeavor to instill . 
that doctrin into the American citizen. If Mr. 
Mowbray understands the present temper of his 
pupils he will not allow his mouth to escape from 
the judicious control of his intellects; for however 
beneficent may be the theory that successful politi- 
eal candidates should be disintegrated by bombs - 
immediately upon taking office, and that capital 
should be dissipated by the same means, the mind 
of this generation is not sufficiently advanced to 
receive it with cordiality. There is a prevalent no- 
tion that no system uf political economy which the 
propagandist may indorse can make the irresponsi- 
ble taking of human like anything else than mur- 
der. The French gentlemen who distributed bombs 
with such impartiality in Paris perhaps thought 
otherwise. Messrs. Lega and Santo, the assailant 
of Crispi and the assassin of Carnot, seemed to be 
under the delusion that killing done in the name of 
society would come under some other caption than 
homicide. They were in error. Vaillant and Henry 
simply got their heads cut off; Santo will get it 
similarly in the neck, and Lega will go to jail for 
twenty years. It is quite immaterial whether or 
not their victims were enemies of “society,” what- 
ever that may be; it is certain that they were en- 
titled to enjoy life and liberty on their own account, 
and their slayers deserved death in the same way 
that a man who knowingly puts his hand in the fire 
deserves to be burnt. If Mowbray goes into the 
bomb business or induces others to do so, I expect 
he will be hanged. He may talk until his wind 
ps out, butif he attempts propaganda by deed 

e and his followers are sure to be exterminated 
like rats. You see, there are so many people who 
object to murder that it becomes impracticable as a 
method. , 

According to the rule of fair play, under the pro- 
visions of which a man is expected to accord to: 
others all the rights he claims for himself, these 
propagandists hav no grounds for redress, though 
hanged. The worst they can charge against the 
“ ruling class” is murder, and they claim that right 
also for themselvs. Atrocious as a bad government 
may be, it professes, when inflicting punishment, to 
distinguish between the accused and the unaccused. - 
The dynamiter knows no such discrimination. 
When he projects his bomb, those who are admitted 
to be innocent must go with those who are alleged 
to be guilty. Such Anarchists are moral imbecils 
with homicidal tendencies. Their propaganda is 
without reason or excuse, for so long as they are in 
the minority they cannot win by force, and when 
they hav a majority they will not need it. 

With the flag of his country folded across his bresst, 
to which. were pinned the badge of the Freethought 
Federation of America, and the last copy of Taz Teure 
SzxxzE, he lay as in state.— Report of the Obsequies of 
Charles W. Goff. 

As a knight full-armed our friend sets out 
To traverse the wide unknown ; 
No land of shadow and gloom aud doubt 


Can be the. home of a heart so stout, 
That never a fear has shown. 


For all men know it, where’er men be, 
That the badge and the flag and scroll, 
The triple symbol of minds set free, 
Hav never been borne on land and sea 
^ As shield of a coward soul. 


The Master of Life, if he be just, 
"Shall say to the stranger, ‘‘ Stand 
At the right of my throne, for gods august 
The honor and fealty of him may trust 
Who wrought for his nativ land, 


‘The badge thou wearest—nay, wear it still; 
I hav given mankind Freethought, 
. Though other hav used that gift so ill, — 
Gagged it and bound it to thwart my will, 
And hidden what thou hast sought. 


“Fear not to read in thy cherished scroll, 
I grant to thy vision youth ; 
They feign to know me who would control 
The very pages thou dost unroll— 
They find me who seek for Truth.” 


Gao. E. MAODONALD, 


474. 


Letters of (rionds. 


Applauds the Speaking of Vital Truth. 


Ermira, N. Y., July 16, 1894. 


Mr. Eprron : I want to congratulate you 


for your editorial in last week's paper 
against Senator Vilas's ‘‘ Drag-Net Law.” 
You have spoken in telling words. Yes, it 
is time the truth should be spoken. 

L. D. GRISWOLD. 


He Died in This City. 
Danzory, Cony., July 11, 1894, 
Mr. Epitor: Please send me ‘‘ Thumb- 
screw and Rack.” Will you be kind 
enough to tell me in your next issue where 
Thomas Paine died? Some say in New 
Rochelle and some say in New York. 
Dovauas FAIRCHILD.. 


Well Pleased. 

Aripo, TEx., June 22, 1894. 
Mn. Eprron: Two of my neighbors called 
on me to-day and one of them read Peck’s 
sound logic on the money question, and it 
suited them both so well that I had to 
agree to let one of them take my paper to 
Fort Worth, to show the article to some 
of our gold-standard friends, and when 
they saw the advertisment of the issue of 
June 23d they wanted it, and also thought 
it should be scattered somewhat, for they 
both seemed to favor the taxing of church 

property. I. C. MILLER. 


Wants Heston to be a Modern Methuselah. 
Irvine, Minn., July 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I send you $1 to apply on 
subscription. This is all I can raise until 
after threshing, as money can be had only 
by the sale of wheat, which is played out 
in this region.. 

The best of farmers are refused any ac- 
commodation at the banks, and hav been 
for about a year, and this greatly aggra- 
vates the dullness and distress on every 
side. 

Ihope Tum TRUTH SEEKER will survive 
these wretched and perilous times, and 
that your inimitable cartoonist may liv in 
luxury a thousand years. W. G. JEBB. 


Finds It as Represented. 
Woon’s Horr, Mass., July 7, 1894. 
Mr. Enpiror: Inclosed find $7, for 
which please send me Tug TRUTH SEEEER 
for one year and '*Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought.” For the remaining fifty 
cents send me Bell's ‘‘ Handbook of Free- 
thought.” I hav read several copies of 
Tan TRUTH SEEKER and hav found it all 
that it is represented to be. I hav also 
read some of Mr. Putnam’s works. I 
think him well qualified for the work he 
has undertaken. Please insert my name 
in the book if I am not too late. 
ALFRED Larson. 


Mr. Vennum’s Mistake. 
July 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrog: Is the Bible obscene? To 
be sure it is, judging by the late arrest of 
J. B. Wise, of Kansas, for sending through 
the mails a verse from the Bible to the 
Rev. Mr. Vennum. The question is, How 
could Mr. Wise be indicted for stating 
facts found in the Bible? It is somewhat 
singular that, at this late day, the reverend 
gentleman should hav found that Bible 
literature is obscene, and should not be 
transmitted through the mails. I think 
Mr, Vennum has put his foot in it, having 
introduced a subject of the most vital im- 
portance to Bible readers. It may be 
asked, Could one send through the mail 
the language found in Deuteronomy xxii, 
18-21, without being charged with the cir- 
culation of obscenity? 8S. R. THORNE. 


Great Is the Mystery of — 
Osozoxa, IA., June 23, 1894. 

Mr. Epitor: Please find inclosed $2, 
which you will please place to my credit. 
It is. all that I hav at present that I can 
spare. I hope that shortly I may hav 
another that I can send you. I must hav 
the dear old Trora SEEKER as long as I 
can raise money to pay for it. Times are 
very hard here, owing to the financial 
condition of our nation. 

This is the worst priest-ridden spot, I 
think, in the state. Itis a small place of 
about twenty-eight hundred inhabitants, 
and they will blow in $35,000 in church 
building this summer. Murray, a small 


railroad station, ten miles west, will 
build a $12,000 church this summer, and 
when I see many robbing themselvs and 
families of the necessaries of life to 
build those churches, I think, Great is the 
** mystery of Go— ignorance.” 

R. JONES. 


The World is Beautiful. 
HirnssonouGH, Wis., July 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find 
$3.00 as subscription for the coming year 
for the old stand-by, Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 
I hope that you may edit THe TRUTH 
SEEKER as long again as you hav been in 
eharge of it. You will find my name in 
your subscription list long before Mr. 
Bennett was pounced on by A. Comstock. 
On the 26th of November coming I shall 
be seventy-eight years old, therefore may 
not much longer stick to this world, which 


| is so beautiful for the young, and even so 


to the old, so long as they hav good health 
and be not too poor. Yours truly. 
JOSEPH MaNHART, BR. 


Thought God Was Awful Good to Him, 
New Yorks, N. Y,, July 4, 1894. 

Mr. Éprron: I inclose names and $3 
cash. One dollar to pay for THe TRUTH 
SEEKERS you recently delivered me and $2 
to assist in scattering the ** Age of Reason.” 
A little more than three years ago I was 
in the darkness of superstition, so dense 
that when I picked a berry I would think, 
How good God is to let me liv and pick 
and eat the berries he has placed here. 
Before I had read any of the writings of 
Infidels or heard Colonel Ingersoll, I 
dropped in occasionally for a few minutes 
Sunday evenings to hear Hugh O. Pente- 
eost, when he was holding meetings in 
this city. At first I would stand at the 
door, and when he said something pointed 
against objectionable doctrins of the 
church would want to get up and say, ‘‘ Let 
us pray." Many pointed things he said 
compelled my sense of truth and honesty 
to admit them true, however much I still 
opposed his aims. Finally, I felt a 
giving away in my orthodoxy, and the 
more I investigated the plainer it was to 
me that I had been misled by the church. 


When my change of views were made 
known to my relativs and friends it shocked 


them, of course, but a nature bold for 
truth and honesty is capable of withstand- 


ing the petty opinions instilled into, or 


absorbed during the period of youth. 
When the Infidels of this country dare 
not, or at least do not spread abroad sound 
doctrins, our nation is in peril, as the 
church, controling, or trying to control, 
education, never fails to mix in plenty of 
guess-work with the facts it teaches. A 


young man must first seek common sense 


if he would hav a genuin mental founda- 
tion upon which to build his business 
career, and my only regret at present is 
that I was not converted many years be- 
fore I was. Thereare many young men in 
our country to-day who hav not had the 
pathway of fact opened up to them, and no 
doubt many will liv and die in mental 
darkness. LLEWELLYN D. ORINE. 


Cassadaga Lake Camp—Its Growth and 
. Social Features. 

. Mr. Eprror: The annual June picnic, 
held ón the8th, 9th, and 10th inst., was the 
formal inauguration of the present season 
of Cassadaga Camp, which has become one 
of the popular resorts of this continent— 
its primitiv features having given place to 
the permanent, the artistic, the esthetic, 
the scientific. i 

The rude lodgings of its incipient years 
are replaced by fine hotels with tiers of 
broad verandas. The shanty grocery has 
evoluted into two quite pretentious shops, 
where all the fruits and vegetables of the 
season sre vended. 

In the Camp there are about one hun- 
dred and fifty residences and cottages, 
ranging in price of structure from $400 to 
$3,000. Some of these residences hav ele- 
gant appointments, having genuin Irish 
point lace draperies of rich weave, while 
other windows show the delicate tints of 
silken folds; and within are fine uphol- 
stery, dainty carpets, pianos, and acces- 
sories. On the broad carpeted veranda 
are easy chairs, whose occupants look 
happy or grave a8 they discuss the ques- 
tions of the hour. 


The grounds are rendered enchanting. 
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by beautiful ‘parks, elegant shade trees, 
blooming flowers, and singing birds, All 
over the island are found wells of pure, 
cool, sparkling water. The air is bracing 
and invigorating. l 

The Camp is supplied with a system of 
sewerage and an electric plant, a sanita- 
rium, a bath house, where hot, cold, alco- 
holic, and vapor baths are. given; so the 
thousands who rendezvous here for rest, 
socia] life, recuperation, and literary treats, 
find sanitary environments. 

On the lakes are two fine steamers, built 
and supervised by Mr. Powell, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio. These steamers offer delight- 
ful excursions to campers, who often, ac- 
companied by an orchestra, glide over the 
sun-kissed waters as if to the cadence of 
sweet music. 

From sixty to seventy-five families make 
this island their permanent residence. 
They are from the north, the east, the 
south, and the west. 

Building and improvements are in con- 
stant operation. Camp, proper, opens July 
20th, closing September 2d, although sev- 
eral hundred are now here to remain till 
cold weather. 

In our next will speak of enicrtaimepté 
theatricals, literary treats, etc. 

.G. L. P. 


Wants to Settle His Own Accounts. 
Esxmcz, Kan., April 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Why do Christians want 
their God in the Constitution? If there is 
a God I don’t think he cates to occupy 4 
position in the White House. There are 
other planets to look after without giving 
himself so much concern about this little 
grain of sand, and he ought to know that 
he could not be elected to any office in the 
United States without believing in some 
power higher than himself. Again, he 
ought to know that if he was elected to an 
office of any importance he would be scan- 
dalized. Why, he was here 1800 years ago 
and tried to officiate and they killed him, 
Some of the sky-pilots here claim ‘‘ they 
don’t want to use authority, they want 
only to be recognized in the government” 
—'* we want equal rights.” Great Scott! 
they hav more than equal rights now. 
They are protected in their religious wor- 
ship as well as having their property ex- 
empt from taxation. If they don't want 
to exercise authority, what is their motiv? 
It will not do. Not long ago I was out at 
my barn nailing up some boards; it was 
Sunday. One of God’s people came along 
on his way to church; he stopped his buggy 
and yelled, ‘‘Say, this is the Sabbath day; 
we hava law in this country.” As I was 
some distance from him I made no reply. 
I hav made some inquiry concerning this 
man, and. I was told that he was the sub- 
ject of a church trial not long since, and 
was also involved in a scandal. To say the 
least of it, he is not a gentleman, and I do 
not wish to know him. It would not do to 
giv absolute power to such men. If I work 
on Sunday I injure nobody, unless I work 
too hard, then I would injure only myself. 
The Christian may insist that I commit a 
crime against God. At the best, such a 
claim would be extremely foolish. Ad- 
mitting it to be true, wny not let me settle 
with God? I prefer to settle my own ac- 
counts, both in this world and in the world 
to come! If there is another state of ex- 
istence, I want to hav the everlasting op- 
portunity of doing right. I hav iried to 
be a gentleman here, and keep my accounts 
square. Why should the Christian try to 
keep me from working on Sunday? Why 


should he use force? It would dono good; 


Iam an unbeliever, and if his position is 
true I will go to hell if I never work on 
Sunday. I hav almost infinit respect for 
every man or woman who has tried to 
make the world better. 
that my wife is free frøm superstition. 
She reads with pleasure the works of In- 
gersoll. I hav been invited to lecture in 
school-house District No. 49, subject: 
** Individuality.” C. V. WILLAMS. 


Converted by the Bible. 
MILFORD, Ind., March 4, 1894. 
Mr. Eprtor: I hav had the pleasure of 
reading several copies of your valuable pa- 


' per through the kindness of one of your 


regular subscribers here, who is considered 
by this community as an iron-clad Infidel, 
but who is acknowledged to be a good 
citizen, an inventiv genius, & generous- 


I am glad to say 


m 


hearted neighbor, and one kind to every. 
thing around bim. I was once a Chris- 
tian—yes, I say Christian, even if Idid not 
accept the whole theory. Ibelonged to 
an institution known.as Disciples, and was 
always ready with my mite for the propa- 
gation and defense of that deep- water de- 
partment of Christianity. The brethren 
and a number of the sisters predicted that 
I would be a shining incandescent if not 
an arc light in the church, but since it has. 
been so clearly demonstrated that I did 
not approximate a respectable tallow: 
candle power, I desire to tell, through 
your fable-extinguisher, how it all came 
about. I had never read much of the 
Bible. My good old mother had taught 
me, without mental reservation, that it 
was the word of God; and if I pointed out 
anything, however erroneous, she would 
tell me I had no right to pry into tien wis- 
dom of God. 
Of course my mother never. had a sin- 
gle good word for the devil. She hada 


| great many different names for.him, ‘‘the 


bad man,” ‘the black man," ** Lucifer,” 
** the devil," e£ al. She tried to photo- 
graph him on my boy-mind a8 one of the 
most horrid beings that God could con- 
ceive of, as she rather admitted that.God 
had made him, but seems to hav ‘‘had it 
in for him " from the start. Nor was, this 
picture conjured up in her own mind, for 
right there, in our old family Bible, we had 
a full page illustration of him as a kind of 
hybrid between the Florida alligator and 
& prehistorie monster, ugly enough to 
frighten a braver boy than it was ever my 
good fortune to be. So in after years I 
joined church, as before stated, and was 
right on hand every Sunday for a number 
of years with my mite as the Lord had 
prospered me, or, in other words, according 
to the wages I had been ‘able to earn 
through the week. I was required to giv 
some for the missionary cause, some for 
the Sunday-sehool, but more for. the 
preacher, for it must be remembered that 
he had the same taste for good things that 
has ever characterized the fraternity from 
Aaron down to the present time. But they 
never failed to work it out of me, even 
holding up the dear, good-hearted’ little 
children as examples of willingness to giv, 
but it was not hard to discover that the 
generosity of the children was largely 
based on the abilities of the old men, nor 
was it a dificult mathematical calculation 
to figure the whole drainage back to that 
source. I remember an old deacon meet- 
ing a rosy-cheeked, chubby.fisted child 
one day with & penny in its hand. He 
kindly asked the child what it was going to 
do with the penny. The answer was, 
“ Doin’ to det tandy wif it.”  '*Oh," said 
the deacon, ‘‘don’t do that, darling; save 
it for the Sunday-school.” Right there 
and then, Mr. Editor, the devil must: hav 
entered my heart, for I had to bring forth 
all the energy and influence of Christianity : 
remaining in my being, to keep from tak- 
ing the old descon one on the ear to re- 
mind him to respect the rights of. a child. 
Our old preacher was not altogether con- 
fined to the die-to-win theory, for he often 
taught us to be on the lookout for Christ 
almost any day, when we would be caught 
up bodily to liv with him in the air, where 
we would be seated at the right hand, and 
be allowed to roam at will, with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. My wife was then 
young and beautiful, and on mature re- 
flection I did not know whether that 
would be much of a treat or not to hav her 
roam around with three of the worst po- 
lygamists in the whole outfit. But I still 
read the Bible, till one day I struck the 
24th chapter of Matthew, from the reading 
of which I was ‘startled to learn that the 
second coming of Christ and the end of the 
world had passed by over 1800 years ago. 
I called my wife’s attention to the matter. 
She agreed that we had missed the show 
by about 1800 years. The cap jewel of my 
faith was smashed and Iso informed the 


church. Of course they set the old gospel 
carpenter to work on the wreck. He tried 
to make out that ‘‘ this generation" meant 
the Jewish age, but in quoting the first 
chapter of the New Testament he found 
himself in deeper water than he had ever 
been. There are ten Infidels even in our 
little town to-day where there was one 
ten years ago, and I hope the day is not 
far distant when we will be thoroughly. 
organized against the worst nonsense the 
world has ever seen. Tom MoDonazp. — 
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Mortuary—Charles W. Goff, 


Kearney, NER., July 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprros: I hav to convey to you the 
-Bad intelligence of the death of my father, 
C. W. Goff, on June 28. He was ill only 
a day or two, and the end came peacefully 
and painlessly, and he looked as peaceful 
when it was over as if he had fallen into a 
pleasant sleep. : 

We had a Freethought funeral, that is, 
no ministers were present. The orations 
were pronounced by Mr. Almon Stuart, 
of Minden, an old Freethought friend of 
‘his, and Hon. E. O. Oalkins, an able law- 

. yer of this city. Mr. Stuart is quite an 
aged gentleman, and never expected to be 
present at the funeral of his friend. 

Mr. C. Putnam, of Gibbon, will write 
an obituary and send yoü, along with copy 
of the addresses to print if you hav space. 
Would like tó hav you print them if you 
can without too much trouble, as many of 
his friends hav asked us if they would be 
printed. Itis too bad that father had to 
leave his work so soon; he was doing much 


to free men’s minds from religious and. 


p litical superstition. As you know, he 
had stirred up quite an enthusiasm among 
people out here, and they manifested their 
respect by coming many miles (from Min- 
den) to see him laid away. 

His ailment was a slight rheumatism of 
the arm, but it went to his heart suddenly 
and was the cause of death. It happened 
that the two nights and days following his 
death were cool, calm, and pleasant, while 
the third day, the day of the funeral, was 
one of the most. beautiful I ever hav seen 
here in this windy country, as it was per- 
fectly calm, but the next day the wind 
blew furiously all day. So the pious peo- 
ple cannot say that either nature or their 
God was anything but kind to him in the 
end. Very sincerely yours, | 

: : Heren M. Gorr. 


Another. friend of, and zealous worker 
in, the cause of Freethought has passed 
away. Ohas. W. Goff, of Kearney, Neb., 
died on the 23d of June, 1894, of heart- 
disease. A large concourse of friends, 
who hold his memory sacred, were at the 
funeral to attest their sincere affection— 
to share the parting grief—to hallow the 
ineffaceable impress of the last good-bye. 

Mr. Goff had often expressed the desire 
that he might die without pain. Was ever 
the prayer of Christian so fully answered? 
The angel of death was at the bidding of 
nature, and touched him gently as the 
dews of night. It is the lot of man that 
all must die. What nobler work of life, 
then, than by thought, word, and deed to 
plant the seed of lament which, when wet 
by the dews of death- sorrow, shall spring 
up in the hearts of the living and shower 
sweet blossoms of remembrance upon the 
consecrated grave? To this end we can 
truly say, Well done and faithful was his 
‘work. Into the arms of nature we consign 
his body, but in the all-pervading intelli- 
gence the leaven of his spirit will continue 
to ‘‘work out a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.” With the flag 
of his country folded across his breast, to 
which were pinned the badge of the Free- 
thought Federation of America, and the 
last copy of TEE TRUTH SEEKER, he lay as 
in state—one of nature’s noblemen, amid 
flowery tokens of love’s sorrow, profusely 
laid upon casket and table. 2 

His was a picturé of death that needed 
not the touch of gods or angels to make it 
more beautiful. His wishes were scrupu- 
lously followed out in every feature of the 
solemn occasion. What sublimer test of 
an independent and fearless mind, what 
more touching regard in the hearts made 
sa 

All present could not but be impressed 
with the serious dignity, the religious fer- 
vency, the inexpressible pathos of the oc- 
casion, and I doubt not that many a heart 
welled up the involuntary wish—May I 
die the death of such a man, and may m 
last.end be like his. i 

He leaves a wife and daughter esteemed 
in society, bright in intellect and noble in 
the virtues of heart and mind. 


ADDRESS OF MR. ALMON STUART. 


My Frienps: When a few short weeks 

` ago my friend, who now lies cold and life- 
less before us, drove up before my home 

and invited- me to ride with him, as I ac- 

cepted his invitation and enjoyed the in- 
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terchange of thought sacred to friendship, 
how little I dreamed how soon I should be 
called upon to redeem a promis made him 
then. The thought that his promis to 
officiate over my remains if he survived me 
seemed so much more likely that my promis 
appeared safe; he so muchthe younger man, 
and I with stumbling steps so near the end. 
And if, in paying my feeble tribute to his 
worth, that promis seems a rash one, you 
willattribute it to my inability to do justice 
to his merits. He was my friend. Into the 
inner sanctuary of his confidence he had 
deemed me worthy of admittance. My 
frieuds, on so sad and solemn an occasion 
as this, I deem it unfit to indulge in re- 
marks of a proselyting nature ; the parad- 


ing of theories under the guise of facts is | 


calculated only to wound the feelings or 
antagonize those who may differ from us; 
and soinmy remarks I shall endeavor, as far 
as possible, in justice to my friend and his 
convictions of truth, to deal with no con- 


troversial questions. Westaud here to-day |. 
in the presence of that great mystery of 


mysteries that men call death. Our lives 


are hedged about with mysteries which we 
Forms regnant with life, 

then rigid in death. And yet, are we sure 
there is any death? Our eyes are glad- 


cannot solve. 


dened at sight of waving fields of grain, 


flush in their beauty, green in their luxu- 
riance ; the genial rains and sunshine robe 
those fields in gold; the grain is ripe; each 
kernel holds a germ of life; and yet the 
stalk, with all its leaves on which the ker- 
nels grew, is dead; the grain becomes food 
for man, and in a few short hours it is 


blood and flesh and thought. 


«oO mystery wondrous! Transformation 


strange 
Is not al 


My friends, I come not here to eulo, zn 
u 
you wil pardon my mentioning some of 
the traits of his character which make his 
** He is a free 
.man whom the truth makes free, and all 
are slaves: beside.” Ina few days through- 
the 
waving flags, the oratory from thousands 
of rostrums, will proclaim the anniversary 
of our nation’s birth, a mighty, a great 
Many years ago I heard a 
-hymn sung which thrilled me with its 
A small part of that hymn I 
yet remember, and you will please excuse 
my substitution of a few words in place of 
one or two which friend Goff and myself 


my friend; his life is his best eulogy; 
memory so dear to me. 


out all our land the cannon’s roar, 


people, free. 


sentiments. 


‘held as mythical. 


** God made all nature free ;” substituting 


** All nature’s realms are free, 
. He made all nature free, 
Let earth reply to the sea and sky, 
God made all nature free. 
And shall the winds and the sea be free, 
With all its rolling waves? 
Shall nature sing such a glorious song 
And men be willing slaves? 
Ten thousand voices answer, No, 
Till every rock and tree 
Shall echo back the joyful sound, 
God made all nature free.” 


Friend Goff, who leaves us so many 


precious memories, was a free man. Alas! 


how few are free. Slaves to passion, slaves 
of prejudice, slaves of superstition, slaves 
of ignorance, slaves of party, slaves to 
priesteraft, hugging their fetters, fancying 


they are free. Yes, my friend was free, 


honorable, faithful, truthful, loyal, and 
courageous; for freemen ever must be 


brave, not alone that physical bravery, 
laughing at danger and defying death, 


which I hav witnessed on so many battle- 


fields, but that higher, nobler, moral cour- 


age so few possess; a Courage that can face 
the monster public opinion in defense of 
one’s convictions; and this my friend 


possessed in an eminent degree. 
There is yet a nobler trait of character, 


ahigher standard of excellence to which 
but few attain, the crowning glory of the 
human race—honesty. A great poet has 


well said, ‘‘An honest man is the noblest 
work of God,” which our great Ingersoll 
has paraphrased thus, ‘‘ An honest God is 
the noblest work of man.” 
nearly seventy-three years, and in all the 
varied experiences of life, in an extensiv 
acquaintance and association, I hay found 
but few who were mentally, intellectually, 
free and honest. Of how very few of all 
that number could it be truly said—an 
honest man! I hav read much of what we 
tem theologie lore; books claimed by 
their believers as revelations of the vari- 
ous Gods, but I hav never yet found an 
honest God. I doubt much if a dishonest 
God could make an honest man. I feel 
sure an honest man would not make a dis- 
honest God. Our friend was an honest 
man—honest with himself and all with 
whom he came in contact. In the foul 
fields of superstition déscribed in sacred 
books, where thorns and briars and nox- 
ious weeds luxuriate, we sometimes come 
across a flower of such rare beauty that we 
pluck it from its base surroundings to 
grace the brows of those we love, and so 
from the Bible field I glean this flower to 
place upon the casket of my friend: ‘‘To 
those, who by a faithful continnance in 


l 
life and death eternal change?" 


I hav lived | 


forever." 


well-doing seek for glory, honor, immor- 
tality, eternal life "—not an eternal life of 
conscious, individual existence such as is 
implied in the quotation, for of that nei- 
ther friend Goff nor myself kuew or be- 
lieved aught. 

O friend, thine was a ''faithful con- 
tinuance in well-doing,” and thou hast 
gained the crown of immortality, a free 
man, an honorable, faithful, truthful, 
loyal, brave, and honest man. Oan I, need 
I, add more? Thou hast left a priceless 
inheritance to thy loved ones and a noble 
example for us to strive to imitate: 


Rest, brother, rest. We know ’tis best 
Each halt we make on life’s hard march to 
lay our burdens down, 
So shall we better bear the 
- the victor’s crown, : 
We faithful all shall wear who make the 
quest. 
Rest, brother rest. 
ADDRESS OF HON. E. ©. CALKINS. 
` In the early afternoon of life, while yet 
the sun was shining brightly, and before 
the shadows began to grow long upon his 
pathway, our friend fell asleep and now 
lies silent here. Neither disease nor wast- 
ing pain, nor yet theinfirmities of age, had 
darkened his journey, but in the full tide 
of life and strength and usefulness, he laid 
his burden down and is at rest. To him 
who knew no fear it were happier so. 
Nature was kind in sparing him the pain 
and suffering that often wears out the 
blessing of life, and makes of it a useless 
and heavy burden. 

In the mystery of death, which comes to 
all, there is infinit pathos, and for count- 
less ages the human mind has beat its 
bruised and bleeding wings against the 
impassable barrier of the unknown, only to 
fall back breathless and exhausted upon its 
imagination with which it has sought to 
people the great beyond and fill the void of 
its ignorance, ; 

The nations which worshiped in the 
ruined temples of India are gone; the 
people upon the banks of the sacred Nile, 
who for a hundred generations filled the 
temples of Isis, are no more; Zeusand Jove 
no longer interfere in the affairs of men, 
and some hay come to believe that the 
greatest happiness and sole peace possible 
In life is the consciousness of a life well 
lived and & work well done. 
~ Of these was our brother here. He did 
not hesitate to utter what he thought the 


eross and win 


highest truth. He realized the fact that 


opinion expressed isa part of that force 
which works social changes and causes in- 
tellectual improvement, and that he might 
properly giv utterance to his innermost 
conviction, since each man is one of the 
myriad agencies through which works the 
universal cause. He believed thatin utter- 
ing the highest truth, let what might come 
of it, he was playing the right part in the 
por, and there is no sublimer faith than 
this: 
But not slone was he faithful in the 
world of thought and intellect. There 
came to him the full share of those prosaic 
burdens, the sum of which we call duty; it 
was for him to labor and practice self- 
denial for the good of those dependent on 
him by the ties of kindred or of sympathy, 
and by this test he never failed. ln the 
hour of his country’s peril he did not falter, 
and a part of the glory of those old heroic 
days was his. 

rief comes to sit in the household 
where the place of father and mother is 
vacant. So it has always been and always 
must be. Time alone can temper mourn- 
ing and heal the lacerated ties of affection. 
But in the after days the recollection of 
those loved and lost comes like a benedic- 
tion to console and cheer; we hear their 
step and the music of their voices, and in 
memory of their gentle deeds of love and 
kindness they liv with us again. 

And now we bid our sleeping friend good 
night. We know not of the future, but 
Hope, the eternal, sits enthroned in the 
heavens, giving us the assurance of the 
resurrection of perennial nature and im- 


perishable humanity. 


The funeral services were held at the 
residence on Avenue F and Thirtieth 
street, Tuesday, June 26th, at 11 A.M., and 
were in accordance with the wishes of the 
deceased. The services were opened with 
a moment of silent thought, after which 
Mrs. Swenson sang in her soft, sweet tones 
** Lead, Kindly Light." Aftertheaddresses 
by Mr. Almon Stuart, of Minden, and the 
Hon. E. O. Oslkins, of Kearney the 
services closed by Mrs. Swenson singing 
the hymn ''Life" by Warren Sumner 
Barlow, beginning: 

**Life illumes the radiant dew-drop, 

Is the fragrance of a flower; 


Animates all forms of being, 
Is the essence of all power," 


and the benediction by Mr. Oalkins: 
*"Now may the love of truth, justice, 

freedom and humanity abide with us all 

OQ. PUTNAM. 


Death of Hon. R. R. Laughlin. 
Forust Grove, OBR., June 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: It is my sad duty to report 
to the many readers of your valuable paper 
and the field workers that hav visited and 
lectured here, the death of Robert R. 
Laughlin, who passed to the silent land, 
June 19th, at his home, North Yamhill, Or. 
Mr. Laughlin has always been a broad- 
minded,mau and an avowed Liberal for 
thirty years. There is a large circle of 
relativs, the majority of whom are also 
Liberals. He leaves a wife and seven chil- 
dren—four sons and three daughters. I 
was telephoned to come and make the re- 
marks at the grave. In company with D. 
O. Stewart and wife I drove to North 
Yamhill, and beside the open grave, in the 
presence of hundreds of people, sadly and 
sorrowfully gave the remains back to 
mother earth. I send synopsis of address. 

Mrs. A, E. Barker, 


This beautiful summer day, when all 
nature is dressed in her most beautiful 
garb, the air redolent with the perfume of 
flowers and harvests bountiful, we are led 
to contemplate man and his position in the 
universe—man with his intelligence, his. 
emotions, his joys, and his sorrows, and 
his life with its sunshine and shadows. In 
our contemplation we are.led to ask, 
"What is the most important event in the 
life of man; the one in which is incurred 
the greatest responsibility?" We can but 
answer, 'It is at that time in life when 
through nature's sublime laws we bring 
into this world a new life." We look upon 
man in his infancy and helplessness; we see 
him evolve into childhood with his preco- 
city and impetuosity; we follow him into 
his youth and watch with anxiety and mark 
with care and tenderness his every step 
until he reaches his majority; then on into 
the meridian, where he stands before the 
world in the full glory and grandeur of the 
noontide of life; then on down the western 
slope till the sun is set and the day is done. 

We meet to-day to pay the last tribute of 
respect to the mortal remains of Robert 
Rankin Laughlin, born in Lincoln county, 
Missouri, Oct. 28; 1828. A man whose life 
and character we love to contemplate, A 
man who was never hampered by supersti- 
tion; one who was made of shat stern 
material necessary for an Oregon pioneer; 
he came to the far west in 1847 with others, 
and entered into the hardships and priva- 
tions incidental thereto with the spirit of 
true manhood. His hand was ever 
stretched forth to help those in sickness, 
in distress, and in need; he knew no creed 
but honor and integrity. It needed such 
men to build up the great commonwealth 
of the state of Oregon. The people mani- 
fested their appreciation of his ability as 
law maker, when, by their suffrages, they . 
elected him three times to the Oregon 
legislature. He was a devoted husband, a 
loving father, a kind brother, a noble citi- 
zen, & lover of humanity. Ae leaves to 
his children a legacy more precious than 
jewels, and more lasting than the whitest 
of marble monuments, more brilliant than 
gilded dome. We ask ‘‘What is life?" 
The greatest philosopher of any age has 
said, ‘* Life is continued activities." Scien- 
tists tell us **& force once generated never 
ceases.” Then, what isdeath? It can but 
be the continued activities of life’s forces. 
There can be no person of any belief what- 
soever, but has a hope that when this life 
is ended he will again meet and recog- 
nize those with whom he has journeyed 
side by side through life. 

The Christian bases this hope upon a 
promis; the scientist upon a knowledge of 
his investigations. Lot us then hope that 
life’s fondest ideals will be realized. To 
the bereaved wife and children we cau say 
we realize how deep is your affliction, how 
sad is your loneliness. The dear form 
once so fondly cherished will return no 
more; bus the hope is certain that the 
spirit with others is waiting your coming 
just beyond the veil. We offer you our 
sympathies, we drop a tear for you in your 
grief. Let us throw around you that 
mantle of affection to shield you in your 
trials. Nature's laws are sublime and the 
noblest of human emotions is that desire 
within the human soul to comfort the sor- 
rowing, aid the helpless, relieve the dis- 
tressed, thus binding the race into one 
universal brotherhood. His wasa nature 
exalted and ambitious. He loved nature in 
all her beauties. He loved the grand old 
mountains as they seemed to vie with each 
other to reach a higher altitude, and saw 
them reflected in human life. Their lan- 


.guage to him was ‘‘come up higher.” 


Every effort of his was to reach a higher 
altitude. Let us endeavor to embody his 
virtues within us, let us bask in the sun- 
light of truth and help othera along the 
rugged path of life. 

The remains were interred by the Odd 
Fellows according to their burial sorrie: 


—— so 
VinaINITY, mysticism, and melancholy 
[were] three new diseases introduced by 
Obrist.— Théophile Gautier. 
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@hildren's Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
Nona for this Corner should be sent. 


the state expense and burden, 
As we hav already seen that drunken- 


limitation of the sale of intoxicating 
liquors as will keep men.who are so dis- 
posed from drinking enough to make them 
drunk. One method of preventing drunk- 
enness is to treat the drunkard himself, 
and thus try to destroy his appetite for 
liquor. The popular method of accom- 
plishing this is the Keeley cure; but I am 
not prepared to say whether it is a success 
or not, as it has not been in existence long 
enough to giv us sufficient data on which 
to base an opinion. The other method of 
counteracting the habit of drink is to limit 
and fence in the sale of it, so as to make 
it impossible for men to get intoxicated. 

After having thus overcome to some ex- 
tent the effect of bad company and drink, 
there still remains a residue of adult 
criminals to be dealt with. Our present 
method of trying to deter them from crime 
by meting out severe punishment has 
proven an utter failure, so we must try to 
find some other method that will be more 
of a success. The first duty of our state is 
to protect its citizens from the criminal 
classes, even at the expense of the crimi- 
nal’s personal liberty. The only course 
left is to try to reform the criminal. 
Expense should not be considered, if only 
the desired end can be obtained; for every 
criminal reformed and made self-support- 
ing adds to the wealth of the community, 
and the cost of reforming him is small in 
comparison to the cost to the state of keep- 
ing him imprisoned. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children's Hour.": 


He and She. 
He was out on a hunt, 'twas an evening in June; 
She was sitting alone and humming a tune— 
Lillero, lallero, loo. 
He was eharmed by her song and entered the 
room; 
she cried out "O Lord!" to the man in the 
moon— 
Lillero, lallero, loo. 
He was dressed in 2 suit of velvety brown; 
She wss not pleased at that, and gave him a 
frown— 
Lillero. latlero, loo. 
He came 1 earer to hor, then stood by a chair; 
She was still more alarmed and up stood her hair— 
Lillero, lallero, loo. 
He looked straight at her with a twinkling eye; 
She called loud for he'p, but no help made reply— 
. Lillero, lallero, loo. 
He said not a word, but he picked up a crumb; 
She picked up the shovel with fingers and 
thumb— 
Lillero, la'lero, loo. 
He no longer had fun, for the terrible whack 
She suddenly dealt him had brokeu his back— 
Lillero, lallero. loo. 
He has gone, but which way the priest cannot 
tell; 
She takes no thought whether to heaven or— 
well— 
Lillero, lallero, loo. 
He was only a mouse, and he died in June; 
phe can still sit alone, and she hums the same 
tune— 
Lillero, lallero, loo. 


TL. G. R. We hav made one great advance in prison 
Crime and the Criminal. reform—that is, all the prisoners are re- 
SES quired to work, and are thus made to earn 


a part of the money which the state must 
pay out to keep them in confinement. The 
first step in the matter of reforming the 
criminal is to separate the convicts into 
classes according to their characters and 
previous records, so that the older and. 
hardened convicts may not contaminate 
the better ones. The convict should not 
be sentenced for any definit period, as it. 
should be left to the discretion of the man- 
agers to discharge the prisoner as soon as 
they consider him reformed, whether it 
takes one month or twenty years. New 
York state has adopted this method to the 
extent of allowing the convicts to he dis- 
charged when they are considered cured 
by the managers of the reformatory ; the 
only restriction being that the convict can- 


Stil] another defect of our present sys- 
tem is that we make no provision to help a 
convict after he is discharged from the 
prison, We turn him loose in the world 
with a blamished name, and with only a 
few dollars in his pocket. Wherever he 
goes, as soon as it is known that he is an 
ex-convict, that fact alone serves to bar 
him from employment, and then, without 
work and with no means of subsistence, 
he is bound to return to crime, and then 
over the road he goes once more, only to 
be discharged when his term expires and 
to follow the same course again. 

Of late years the Prisoners’ Aid so- 
cieties hav taken up the convict after his 
discharge from prison and aided him to 
get and keep employment, and by this 
means the society has greatly decreased 
the number of convicts who are recom- 
mitted. If these benevolent societies will 
enlarge the scope of their work so as to 
10elude all the prisons in the United States 
they will in a short time make a marked 
decrease in the number of convicts in our 
prisons, for, as you will remember, over 
fifty per cent of all convicts discharged 
ure recommitted. 

At present we take few measures to pre- 
vont crime; we wait till a crime has been 
vommitted, and then punish the offender. 
1a place of this we should try to nip crime 
1a the bud, as the prevention of a disease 
is many times better thau the cure. One 
method is to reform the youthful offender, 
whose mind is easily shaped and trained. 
Under the new system, the youthful 
offender, in place of being sentenced to a 
tarm in the penitentiary, is sent to a re- 
form, or, more properly speaking, «n in- 
dustrial school. Although he is kept in 
confinement, still ho is treated with kind- 
ness and given a great many liberties. He 
13 taught all the principal branches of ele- 
mentary knowledge and his moral welfare 
is the object of special concern. He is 
taught the difference between right and 
wrong, and to avoid doing wrong, not from 
fear of punishment, but because it is 
wrong. He is also taught some useful 
trade, so that when he is released he will 
not only be morally and mentally better, 
but also able to make his way in the world. 
As the nature of each youth is different, it 
requires more or less time to train them, 
so they are generally sent to the schoo] 


that for which he is sentenced. In the 
New York prison the average time of de- 
tention under the new method was fifteen 
months, and out of the 1,205 convicts thus 
treated only 37 are known to hav been 
again sent to prison. This splendid show- 
ing indicates that the reform method, so 
far as tried, has proven a great success. 
Under it a great deal of attention is given 
to the convict’s moral welfare, and he is 
governed by the hope of reward and miti- 
gation of punishment, in place of the fear 
of punishment. 

ft might be asked what shall be done 
with those who cannot be reformed, and 
who continue to be criminals and trans- 
gress the laws? The only way of treating 
this class is either to imprison them for life 
as dangerous to society or else to kill them. 
The former is cruel to the prisoner and ex- 
pensiv to the state, while the latter is con- 
sidered inhuman. Bat still it seems that 
when a person has become a criminal and 
it is impossible to reform him, then the 
state, to protect itself and society, should 
dispose of him in the cheapest and quick- 
est way, which is to deprive him of life. 

Having hurriedly reviewed the subject, 
I hope that this paper will be the means of 
awakeniug some thought on this vital sub- 
ject and thus prove of a benefit to you. 
Let us hope, too, that we may continue to 
improve in our reformatory methods, and 
that we may at last succeed to that extent 
that we will hav no further use for police- 
men, jailers, or penitentiaries, and that all 
men will be just and honest and treat one 


Tor an indefinit period and kept there tii] | "0 Ber 8 brothers. Wm. L. Parm. 

fully reformed. . Se . 
About eighty-five per cent of the youths What the Little Folks are Saying. 

discharged from eur reform schools hav DISAPPOINTING. 


turned out to be fairly good citizens, so by | She was a very cultured and fashionable 
this means alone we hav gained a great | young lady, albeit she was only six years 


advantage over crime, and hav also saved 


ness is one of the great causes of crime, | 
the next reform is such restriction and 


not be detained for a longer period than | 


old, and she was a resident of New York. 
A gentleman calling on her parents had 
an opportunity to hav a brief tete-a-tete 
with her. 

‘I presume,” he said, ‘‘that when you 
grow up you will marry, as all little girls 
do?” 

** No," she replied languidly. 
hardly think I shall.” . 

“Indeed! That will be so disappoint- 
ing.” 

** Possibly it may be to mamma, and to 
the young gentleman, but not to me,I 
fancy," and she lolled back in her chair 
quite tired to death, don’t you know.— 
Detroit Free Press. E 

EVOLUTION AS UNDERSTOOD BY A OHILD. 

At the breakfast table in a St. Anthony 
hill residence the little five-year-old daugh- 
ter of the house was asked if she would hav 
some corn bread and sirup. Turning up 
her nose in disgust, she replied: 


** No, I 


** No, it tastes too much like old car- | 


pets.” 

* How do you know what old carpets 
taste like—did you ever eat one?” in- 
quired an elder brother. 

** Why, yes," said the youthful epicure. 
** Before I was an angel I was a moth, and 
when I was a moth I ate carpets and other 


things." 


And they let it go at that.—St. Paul 


Dispatch. 


CONDITIONS CONTRASTED. 
. A little girl took tea with her young 


friend who was the daughter of a grocery 
man. 
table, which was something new for the 
little visitor. She asked her young friend 
afterward what it was that her papa was 
‘saying at the table. 
God for our food,” was the reply. 
was he?" said the visitor. ‘‘ My papa pays 
for ours.”—Springfield Union. 


The latter asked a blessing at the 


* He was thanking 
“Oh! 


$24 ——————— 
Naughty Maudie and the Sparrows. 
A Brooklyn society woman of true cul- 


ture met her husband (a professional man) 
at the door the other night as he returned 
from business, and with a serious face pro- 
ceeded to hold a private consultation with 
him upon ‘the all-important and absorbing 
topic, their only child, a midget of a few 
summers. It was decided that after dinner 
papa should interview the little one and 
correct some faults of speech which she 
had fallen into.. He heard that she had 
taken to using strong words, but he didn’t 
believe that. After supper he led his little 
daughter to the library, and standing her 
in front of him seriously said, looking her 
in the eyes: 


** Maudie, I am sorry to say it, but they 


tell me you use swear words. Is that so?” 


Maudie, with her hands clasped behind 


her and her round eyes fixedon her father, 
said defiantly: 


** No, 'tain't." f 
“ But,” persisted her father, ‘' they say 


you certainly do.” 


** Who says s0?" demanded Maudie. 
* Oh, a little bird told me," faid her fa- 


ther knowingly. 


** Weil,” with very emphatic emphasis, 
**it must hav been one of those —— spar- 


rows, then."— Boston Record. 


te — — ——— 
. Correspondence. 
MiNNzAPOLIS, MixN., May 50; 1894. 


Dear Miss Wrxon: As I saw my other 
letters in print I thought I would write 


again. : 
. There is a church right across the road 


from our house, and on Sundays we can 
sit on our porch and hear the church bells 
ringing and hear the people sing. 

It is called Christian Hill where we liv 
now, because so many Christians liv 
around here. . 

The weather changes very rapidly up 
here. 

I am going to correspond with a girl 
named Nellie G. Rukke. 

For fear my letter will find its way to 
the dreadful wastebasket, I will now close. 

From your Libera! friend, 

BraANOHE GERTRUDE CHAMBERLIN. 
—ÁÉ — 

ADELAIDE DB.— You inquire about. the 
Little Freethinker. It js ably edited by 
Mrs, E. D. Slenker and is a semi-monthly, 
published at Hastings, Mich., by Francis 
Graves. It isa forerunner of that which 
is to be in the future, when a large, hand- 
some illustrated young people's paper of a 
Liberal stamp will supply a great need in 
the Freethinking world. This will appear 
wher Liberals learn the fact that ** just as 
the twig is bent the tree’s inclined." 

8. H. W. 


HYPNOTISM. My original method, $1. 100 
page pamphlet, 10c. One on Personal Magnet- 
ism, 10c. DR. ANDERSON, T.8. 7. Masonic Temple, 
Chicago. 5226 


Merit is Essential. 


Consumers hav a habit of determinin 
by experiment whether an article of food 
is pure, wholesome, convenient and eeon- 
omical. Borden’s Peerless Brand Evapo- 
rated Cream possesses intrinsic merit, 
Will stand every test. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. . Il- 

lustrated. Price, 25 cents. : 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress, 

" By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pP., $1. 2. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.95. — 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Children's, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 294 pp., boards, $1. 
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COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK, 
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BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. @1, —. 
fhe Secret of the East; òr, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
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CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks | 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book 18 just what its title implies —thurp- 
ng whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Ohristianity on. the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu.wcianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
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Price, 20 cents, six for $1 
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Modern Marriage. 


By EMILE ZOLA. 
Translatea from the French by Benj. R. Tucker 
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all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig- 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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money made by any Liberal who will canvass for 
our book Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
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This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

ls a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
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Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casea, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Juni: «ud Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L K Washhurn's Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. "''A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” “Price, 10 cents. _ 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

the Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
srusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. 
Religious Problen s. Price, 10 cente, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 
The Publice Schooi^ and the ( atholie 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


AMERICAN liberty is all right, but it does 
not mean unbridled license to plunder and 
assassinate others.— Galveston News. 


Tuy brother is thine other self; his fate 
and thine are one. - 

Do, then, thy duty to thyself, and a/i thy 
work is done. —Lara. 


Ler the priests of any religion hav power, 
and let men speak for themselvs in opposi- 
tion to their doctrins; in this case persecu- 
tion is sure to follow.—Henry Lord 
Brougham and Vaux. 


Tux brotherhood of man means little to 
some who are loudest in its acclaim. 
There are spiritual autocrats, who do what 
they can to keep alive distinctions of 
wealth and race.—Horace L. Traubel. 


. Harte not each other because you differ 
in opinion—rather love each other; for it 
is impossible that in such a variety of sen- 
timents there should not be some fixed 
point on which all men ought to unite.— 
Zoroaster. 


War, it is requisite that free play 
Should be given to conservativ thought and 
action, progressiv thought and action must 
also hav free play. Without the agency of 
both there cannot be those continual re- 
adaptations which orderly progress de- 
mands.— Herbert Spencer. 


PnaupzNcE does not go behind nature 
and ask whence it is. It takes the laws of 
the world whereby man's being is condi- 
tioned, as they are, and keeps these laws 
that it may enjoy their proper good. It 
respects space and time, climate, want.. 
sleep, the law of polarity, growth, and 
death.—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


Wovrp you endeavor to make man a 
creature of dogmas and laws, of constitu- 
tions and articles of faith, or would you 
arouse in him his latent energies and aid 
to see him fulfilled in self-graee and self- 
poise? Would you giv him charity or 
equipment? Would you maim him and 
then lend him your arm, or would you 
prefer to nourish him to giant self-power, 
so that your tenders of help would grow 
superfluous and be effaced?—Horace L. 
Traubel. 


Prope prate about liberty, and define 
that liberty as the liberty of the particular 
class they are speaking for. The only lib- 
erty worth having in this country is the 
equal liberty of all men alike. Liberty in 
its philosopical and common-sense defini- 
tion consists in that right of each individ- 
ual to exercise the greatest freedom of 
action up to, and not beyond, that point 
that impinges upon the like exercise of 
freedom of action of every other man. 
Beyond that it is the destruction of the 
liberty of the weak by the strongest, the 
subversion of the very theory of a repub- 
lic, and a return to primeval anarchy on 
the one hand, or as an alternativ, to des- 
potism on the other.—Senutor Cushman 
K. Davis. 


In short, neither a pyramid nor a poem, 
a Cheops, nor a cantiele, is the best and 
most enduring monument a man can raise 
to convince the dim future that he must 
once hav lived and moved and had his be- 
ing, that he had lived nobly, that he had 
moved vigorously, and that his being had 
been replete with vital energy and the 
cosmic potentialities which carried the cur- 
rent of his blood down the sluice of human 
veins, red, rich, generous, untainted, to 
him of the strong arm, the broad chest, 
and broad brow who to-day stands in the 
front files of the world and does the most 
valiant work the world has done in its 
service. The only real monument—more 
enduring than the everlasting brass—man 
can raise is the monument of his lineal 
posterity. — Saladin. 


Tr a man thinks at all, he must recog- 
nize that the president of a republic is not 
responsible for all its social evils. The 
existing systems of society did not begin 
with his election, and will not end with 
his removal. His assassination is there- 
fore a Monstrous wickedness, a detestable 
injustice. His slayers play the part of 
judge, jury, and executioner. They im- 
molate him on the altar of their own faith, 
where they hav only the -right to pour 
their own blood. They imitate, and even 
better, the worst examples of the old 
régime. And in doing so they play the 
game of reaction, by throwing crowds of 
timid people back from the line of prog- 
ress, and giving a pretext for fresh inva- 
sions on liberty. Nor isthe wickedness of 
assassination any greater than its folly. 
Even a secret murder society cannot cow 
a whole nation. It cannot even terrorize 
a despotism, unless it is a mere historical 
accident, the temporary triumph of one 
man. Slay even the czar of Russia to- 
morrow, and his successor will promptly 
ascend the throne, and perhaps rule still 
more despotically.— George W. Foote. 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING.| 


By SUSAN H, WIXON. 


‘Ethics as Understood by a Stndent of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, 
What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety. and Honor, 
Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, s 
Conduct; or Right Doing ife, Avarice, Not a Means to Life’s 
Virtue, the luminator of Life, Is Reyerence a Duty? Best End, 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, g 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect t . Reason and Free Inquiry. 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish Pride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- ce A Free Press, 

Anger, the Distorter, 


ous ? E y Rights of Animals, 
Cultivation of Individuality, . _ The Angel of Forgiveness Rights of Children, . 
Character, a Jewelof Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty, Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, of Man. 

Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 

Value ofa Trade, . cess, 3 . Politeness. The Gentleman 
Hecreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 


Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 

Truth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, . 

Whatis an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power of Will, Wisdom. 


Fraud a Crime, Courage, a Necessity to Right 
The Poison of Slander, Living, : 

Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 

AS with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, ts beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there ts an tndissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a law which altereth not.— Herbert Spencer. 

Living is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 


T — 9€ ^ 
Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 


PRICE, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPI TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasnre is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectnal, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasnre is the 
Doty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: 

Book L—PLEASURE: Chap. I.—Sources of Pleasure. Ohap. IL—Material Pleasures. Chap. III.— 
Ideal Pleasuré:. Ohap IV -Social Pleasures. Ohap. V.—Pleasures of the Savage, the 
Barbarian and the Civilized. Chap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Ohap. VIL—Christianity. 

Boox IL—INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpose of life. Chap, [l.—Material Pleasures. 

Chap. ITI.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. TV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Ohap.—V. 

Ideal Pleasures: Character. Chap. Vi.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 


potism. . 
Boox III.—Morat DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. L—Morality. Ohap. II.—Material Pleasures: Prudence. 
ap. I{I.—Material Pleasures: Refinement. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: ores ht, 
Chap. V.—Ideal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Ohap. Vil Vieo 
Caused by Restraint. : 
Boox IV.—Socran DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L—"rogress. Oaap. IL—Protection, Oapitalism, and 
Socialism: Respeotivly an Actual, an Imminent, and a Proposed Violation of Individual 
Sovereignty. Chap. -~Qondition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Public Schools, the 
Mene: Tone Toka] of Socialism. Ohap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 

ocial Disorder. 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have been rendered by 
men who arein every way qualified as judges of books: 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject wi 
out mu^h thought whether the ice is thin oc not. It answers the greatest prec port Sobier is ith 
us>, object, motive, purpose, and summum vonum of life, and the real caute and motive of progress? 
—by one word, Pleasure !— Thaddeus B, Wakeman, 

He sharply attacks, also, modern methods of edusation, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out by the facts, and his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—Wew York Commercial Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not au attempt to fill up with words for lack of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can réxd this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It is à work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear an d incisive, but for 
is bold, honest sayings.—L K. Washburn. : 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 
Pleasure and Progress" has 398 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel- 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 
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The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that i 
of idols and the worship ofthem. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abrahame nn re 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean 1dols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made piain that the 

eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ng are the prover offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
i 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 
` Elimination of Waste Substances, 


Address 


The Universal Aspect. 


The Earth. Ia General. 
The Chemical Aspect. By tis Langs. 
The Sun. By the Kidneys. 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God — The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, 


Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 
Alcohol and Its Effects on the System, 
The Soul —What Is It? / 


F Th ind. 
Sin and Salvation. oon 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 

God Save the King. Rational Review. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations, 
The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 


Every Man His Own God. 


Gateways to Knowledge. 
Tables (em Whence They Spring. 


The Christian Era. 
Organic Life— Vegetable. 
Organic Life—Animal. 


The Master Tissues. The Non Oredo. 
The Muscular Tissues. Rules for Human Conduct 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Food and Food-Substances, Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind, 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
In Cloth, $$1; in Paper, 60 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


| Yaluable Books. op 


Hygiene, 
Food and 
Diet, 
Marriage 
and 
Parentage, 
2 efe - 


Hygiene of the Brain and the Cnre of 


ervonsness, By M. L. Holbrook 
M.D. Price, by mail, $150. ‘Get this book and 
read it, for it abounds in practical valuable 
knowledge."—[Chicago Inter-Ocean. í 


Eating for Strength. By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, 8 *I am delighted with 
it."—rH. D. "Baker, M.D., Secretary Michigan 
State Doard of Health. . 

A QOode of 


Parturition Without Pain. T 
Directions for avoiding most of the Pains and 
Dangers of Childbearing. By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1. “A work whose ex- 
cellence surpasses our power to commend."— 
{New York Evening Mail. . 


Liver Complaint, Mental Dyspepsia, and 
Headache: Their Cure by Home Treat- 
ment. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. Price, by 
mail, $1. "Reading this book I cured myself 
after movers doctors had failed."—[T. C. Curtis, 


The Relations of the Sexes. By Mrs. E. 
B. Duffey, author of.“ What Women Should 
Know," * No Sex in Education,” etc. Price, by 
mail, $1. Mrs. Charles Brewster, Portland, Me., 
writes: “Had I possessed this book ten years 
ago it would have saved me ten years of in- 
validism, and J. should have been the mother of 
healthy instead of sickly children.” ^s 


Youth: Its Care and Culture. By J. 
Mortimer Granville. $1. To this has been 
added a paper by that charming English 
writer, Grace Greenwood, on the ‘Physical 
Education of a Girl" and a paper on the 
“Dress of Girls.” its retail price is $1. 


Talks to My Patients. By Mrs. R. B.- 
Gleason, M.D. A Practical Handbook for tle 
Maid, Wife, and Mother: with a beautitul Pho- 
tographic Portrait of the Author. Price, hy 
mail, $150. * We wish the chapter, t Confiden- 
tial to Mothers,’ might be published as a tract 

and sent to every mother iu the land."—[Har- 

per’s New Monthly Magazine: 


ihe Better Way. An Appeal to Men in 
behalf of Human Culturo through a wiser par- 
entage. Ey, A. E. Newton. Price, by mail, 
25 cents. “It contains information and warning 
that are urgently needed.”—[Christian Union. 


sexual Physiology. A Scientific and Pop- 
ular Exposition of the Fundamental Problems 
in Jociology: By R, T. Trall, M.D! Price, by 
mail, $2., This work has rapidly Peet through 
forty editions, and the demand is constantly 
increasing. No such complete and valuable 
work has ever before been issued. 


Fruit and Bread. A Natural and Scien- 
tific Diet. By Gustav Schlickeysen. Trans- 
lated from the German, by M. L. Holbrook, 

.D. In addition also it contains a Complete 
and Radical Cure for Tntemperance, by the Use 
of a Vegetable and Fruit Diet. By Chas. O.: 
Groom Napier, F.R.S. 250 pages. Price, $t. 


Three Books in One. From the Cradle 
to the School. By Bertha Meyer. ‘he Kights 
of Children. By erbert Spencer. The Goy- 
ernment of Children. DyM.L. Holbrook, M. D. 

(ce, by mail, . „Cloth, $1. "It is 
& book worthy vo pe ranked with the best that 

y has ever been written concerning the training 

of children."—(Bazar. 


Vegetarianism the Radieal Cure for In- 
temperance. By Harriet P. Fowler. 


Price, 30 cents, by mail. “It should he quietly 
given to every drinker."—[Herald of Tenth. 


Muscle-Beating; or, Home Gymnastics 
for Sick and Well. By C.. Kemm, 
manager of the gymnasium of Rega. 30 cents. 


Marriage and Parentage, in their Sanitary 
ond Physiological Relations, and in their beur- 
ing on the producing of children of finer health 
and greater ability. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. #1. 
The Scientific American says: '' Books, on this 
subject are usually written by ‘cranks,’ but this 
is radically different: it is scientific, sober, 
clean, and worthy, of conscientious considera- 
tion by every possible parent, and particularly 


by the young. 

[he Diet Cure. The Relations of Food 
and Drink to Health, Disease, Cure. By T. L. 
Nichols, M.D., editor London Herala of iHealth. 


Price, cloth, 50 cents. 
Medical Hints on the Protection and Man- 


agement of the Singing Voice. By 
Lenox Brown, F.R.C.8. 20th thousand 930 cts. 


Deep Breathing; or, Lung Gymnastics. 

Price, cloth, 50 cents. Mrs. Horace Mann writes: 
“Every book you print is pure gold and de- 
serves Wide circulation.” 


How to Strengthen the Memory. By M. 
D. $1 s 


L. Holbrook, M 


A Physician’s Sermon to Yonng Men. By 
Dr. W. Pratt. Price, 25 cents. 
Proctor, the well-known English astronomer. 
says of it: “Through false delicacy lads an 

ouths are left tofallinto trouble, and not a ter 

ave their pros pects of a healthy hay py life ak 
solutely ruined. The little book before us is in- 
teuded to be put into the hands of young men 
by fathers who are unwilling or incapable o: 
discharging a father’s duty in this respect; ana 
as not one father in ten is, we believe, ready v 
do what is right by his boys himself, it is well 
that sucha book as this should be available. If 
itis read by all who should read it, its sale will 
be counted by hundreds of thousands.” The 

ublisher will send 10 copies by mail, postpaid, 
Yor $2. Should anyone desire them by the 10 
or 1,000 they can make satisfactory terms by cor- 
respondence. 

FZ'"Catalogues Free. æ 


By mail on receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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JYot for Parsons. 


«Wav do you sign your name J. John 
B. B. B. Bronson?” asked Hawkins. 
‘ Because it is my name,” said Bronson. 
“I was christened by a minister who stut- 
tered.” —Life’s Calendar. 


Ar the close of a long prayer by a father 
who had prayed for the poor, his son said: 
** Father, if I had as much wheat in the 
barn as you hav I would answer that 
prayer myself.”—Ram’s Horn. 


Mamma (to little daughter): ‘‘ Never 
forget to thank God for everything, m 
child." Child: ‘‘If I didn’t like it, too?" 
Mamma: ‘‘ Yes, always; everything is for 
the best.” 
later): ‘*Mamma, thank-God I’ve broken 
the pitcher."— Harper's Young People. 


Tux admission of a stranger, who had 
moved into the vicinity but recently, into 
ful membership in the church bothered 
Deacon Johnson very much. He disliked 
the man, and felt quite convinced he was 
not worthy to become a member, but he 
could make no definit charge against him. 
When the church session had the man's 
applieation under consideration the deacon 
protested against his admission When 
pressed to giv his reasons he said: ‘‘ Wal, 
pahson, de fac’ ob de mattah is I feels dat 
he’s a wolf in sheep’s clothing.” ‘‘ Dat’s 
a hebby chadge. Brudder Jobnsing,” said 
the deacon. ''W'y do yo tink so?” “I 
dunno’, but it pears to me he don’t bleat 
jest like de rest ob de flock."— Harper' 
Magazine. i 

THE DEATH OF ADAM, 


Adam had finished a hard day’s work, 
and sat half asleep in his arm chair. He 
was 980 years of age, and consequently 
was beginning to fail a bit. He had nearly 
** dozed off? when Mrs. Adam entered and 
handed him a letter. He at once opened 
it, and read aloud as follows: 


“Lann of Nop, March, 925. 
** Dear Father : I take this opportunity 
of penning you a few lines. I wrote 400 
years ago, but perhaps the letter got mis- 
carried. I often think of you and mother, 
and would be delighted to receive a letter 
from you now and then—say once a cen- 
tary. I hav not forgotten that unfortunate 
affair with brother Abel. I know it was 
wrong of me to kill him. But it was pro- 
voking to an enthusiastic agriculturist like 
‘me to see the Lord accepting his half- 
starved sheep and rejecting my champion 
turnips. I hav got married since coming 
here, and am now the father of a family of 
three. My eldest will be 400 years old 
next September; and is beginning to think 
about the ladies. My next—a daughter— 
was born 150 last birthday. She goes 
messages and rocks the baby. Baby, dear 
thing, is 50 years old this very day, and 
is getting over its teething beautifully. 
My lad—who you must know is a bit of a 
wag—bids me send his best wishes ‘to 
grandfather and his rib.’ I remain, 
** Your loving son, Qars." 


Upon reading this epistle Adam began 
to sob bitterly, exclaiming every now and 
then, ‘‘My poor lad; my poor lad; my 
poor, poor Cain.” ‘‘Come, don’t be a 
softy,” said Eve reproachfully; ‘‘ you've 
nothing to make you ory like a big baby.” 
* You shut up," said Adam, ‘‘ that’s no 
way to talk to an orphan like me.” ‘‘ Well, 
what makes you get on that way about 
Cain? I think we've reason to be thankful 
that he has got married and settled down 
comfortably.” ‘‘ Why, lass,” said Adam, 
the tears streaming from his eyes, ‘‘it’s 
the thought o' his being married that cuts 
me 80." 
sarcastically, '*you hav experienced matri- 
mony to be & curse. Thank you, sir." 
** You don’t understand me, lass.” ‘That 
I don't" “Well, I'l make thee,” said 
Adam, taking Eve's/hand in his own. 
“Am I not the first man?” . Eve assented. 
“And you the first woman?" Eve smiled 
affirmativly. ‘Well, then," continued 
Adam, ‘‘can’t you see that when my poor 
lad went to that d——d land of Nod he 
must hav married an animal of some sort. 
Just fancy your own flesh and blood set- 
tling down in life with a baboon!” Here 
Adam went into fits. Eve saw that his 
condition was serious, She did not get 
medical aid, because there wasn’t any. 
She would hav unfastened his shirt-collar, 

-only he hadn't one. The good woman did 
what she could, but it was of no avail. In 
8 few moments Adam, to use the pathetic 

_ words of the poet— 


“Slept the endless sleep that knows no 
sorrow.” 


The sad affair filled every heart with sor- 
row except the undertaker’s. The un- 
seemly callousness of that gentleman may 
be excused when it is remembered that 
Adam’s death furnished him with a second 
order since he set up in business. It is 
ealenlated that had Adam lived a day 
longer this worthy would hav been a bank- 
rupt.— Wallace Nelson, in Melbourne 
Liberator. 


Child (running in an hour. 


*' In other words,” retorts Eve, | 


ÜEMAND POND'S 
EXTRACT. v AVOID 
ALL IMITATIONS, - 


FOR 
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| Complaints 
Lameness 
Soreness 
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orhe wra DrUISES 
uii Catarrh 
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It will Curs. 


. The Living Waters. 


To those who need à medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will eure the stomach,liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 8. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 2118 


ALL styles of watches from 1.88 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street, New York. 52619 


yN CRAND DISCOVERY ! 8 


WANTED—A live man or woman in every 
x county where we have not already secured & 
representative to sell our “Nevada Silver" 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumers; a solid metal white as silver; no plate to 
wear off; goods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth thatof silver; the chance of a life- 
time; agents average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales every wheres s0 great is the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 
llars’ worth in daily use. 


lion Do Case of samples 

Free. Address Standard Silverware 

Co., Dept. <9, Boston, Mass. 
69060s0906099000600 


MAGIC LANTERNS 


RE ces. ews illustr: 

every. 8ubjecot tor PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, et. 
(23 A profitable business for a man with a small capital. Alse, 
Lanterns for Home Amusement, 250 nas Catalogue free 
MCALLISTER, Mtg. Opticians, Q9 Nassau St., N. Ye 
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LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. G. HOLYOAKE. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Da: winian Theory. 
By Grorar J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended vo be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is & part of 
his conclusion ee patties the great subject of 
Design, to which the shurch so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throngh- 
out organic nature we meet with: abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |; _Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . .. 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken, plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God? E : 

Ilustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BRAIN « BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloanent n well re gonvincing. 

ice, cloth, $1. ‘O88 
um THÉ TBUTHuEEKER. 


Price, 5 cents ' 


taining eight chapters. i 
e Bible 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man’s ‘* creation, t ang 


“curse,” theologically denominated 
Price, 10 cents. ane 
The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 
The Human Nature of Jesus, A refuta- 
tion of the assumption that he was a divine 
erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. Price, 19 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from s 


negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what itis not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 
Address | THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


AND 


Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND $ 


The Assemblage. 


What they are: 


1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
and other oçpupants standing showing Colo- 
nel Iagersoll, President Rowley, S. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 


2. Colonel Ingersoll Causes & Smile, 


8. President Rowley Addresses the As- 
: semblage. 


4. Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem. 


5. 
ence and Humanity. 


6. The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 30th wreathed in flowers and kenring 
mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Rochelle. on May 30th, and are historically. patri- 
otically, and artistically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera's who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photograph: are 8x10 inches in size aud the price 
18 seventy-five cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


| TONES 
CHRIST «« = - 
—eo5ce— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. . 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6, INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irle and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. Th 


WAS 


city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel xagersoll to be interested in; and. 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, % cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- | 


e narrative is, in the main, a his- f 
| tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issugs oF 1891.—$3, 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891... .. ......... cesse $0 25 
en, Women, and G 


OTOL, TEE TITTIS PERE TET 50 
The Age oi Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- p 
- Tabod.....eirocee ice sepia cepe ae Roue v 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- 0s 
LA re rin ee 
Cbristian Ábsurdities. John Peok 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on -. 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. lllustrated..... 40 
pebbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- s 
25 
am. 25 
The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. 'T. E. Longshore...............- 50 
IssuES oF 1892.— $8. 

Infidel Death-Beds. Q. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights at Man. Thomas. Paine. Illustra- d 
E. OEREN AE sx 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 


(m ee 10 


ene 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. 


Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 
PocketTheology. Voltaire...... 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? 


Le SaaS ETE SAASTA . 15 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

. „By Gol. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

roctor.......... IU U E tea E nu etes a IB 15 
Oandle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 

Hart........ sees ; 40 

The Holy Bible Abridged.... es .,. 80 
alse aims of the Ohurch. John E. 

Remsburg....... seerersassssossvessssees . 10 


Issues or 1893, —$3. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 
G.Ingersoll.,....... ee NVRAESIAVA EXE gN . 45 


The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart 
. mann... sececesogeseassonpassene 50 
‘Orimes of Preachers in the U. 
M. E, Bilin 25 
Resurrection of 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bel . 50 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. 8. P. Putnam............. 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THe TRUTH BEERER............... ee. 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
ohn E. Remaburg nis Wiginw seven diese te 50 

Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. 25 
15 
15 
A : ; 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein 10 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson........... NE 25 

Bister Lucy. er.Awful Disclosurós of 
ewhall Oonyont........ceccsees see veeee 10 

oman: four Centuries of Progross. Susan 
ROM PAPRA EET TAT RTTA 10 

Issurs or 1804,—$3, 

Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 


Selt-Oontradictions of the Bible. W. H. Barr — 15 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subsoribers 
ag thoy appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. : ] 

Single numbers 80'd at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OOQ., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these Manufactue 
rer’s Pricese 


REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waitham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen's Size. 


case, $8 extra. 
kind, 83 less. ; 
Ladtes’ Size. 

Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, huuting 20 year 
caes, 7 jewels, $18; 11 juwels, $14.50; 15 jewels, 
$19. In 14 kt, solid gold, hunting cases, $28. 
$24.0, #29. 
THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 Agwels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchable) hair spring, besutiful, double sunk, 
&neled dial, nickel, gold damascened finish, ad- 
usted to heat and cold and positions. Lates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect ti me 
keeper. 

Gentlemen's Size. 

Prices: In 3 ounce silverine case. $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; gold filled 14 kt.,21 years, open 
Tace, $28. Hunting, $32; 10 kt., 15 year cases, $8 


ess. 
. Ladies’ Size. 

Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $80, 

In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. 

Ali gold and filled cases made bv best manufac- 


turers as Boss, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 
engine turned, or artistically engraved. 
oods shipped by express, charges prepaid. 
SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK, 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBPRAL JBWPLBER. 
ROCHELLE, ILL. 


Send for price-lists. 


cele, Men a Ph 
and who are desirous of bet 
M booklet will be sent to their 


$ laints, an 
mportant medical discovery—an Outs 
ward Application—& positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind In extstence—with evidences of Buo 
cesa Address, — DR, R. p, FELLOWS, 
Say where you saw thisadver,. Vineland, N J. 


HW I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the lans 
will give me their pats nage and not waste their 
time and money on Obristian dootors.—Dr. Fel- 

S. . 
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HAS THE NIGHTMARE.—Dan. viii. 


JY ows of the Weck. 


Euieration from our ports at present 
exeeds immigration. 


A NATIONAL bankruptcy bill (Bailey's) 
bas passed the House. 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND has signed the 
bill admitting Utah to statehood. 


Tun United States offers to mediate the 
trouble between China and Japan. 


Turre were fifty-three strikes in Penn- 
sylvania last year, all unsuccessful. 


Cuarues Marw RENÉ Leconte DE 
Lisrr, a great French poet, is dead. 


Tae Populist state convention at Little 
Rock was attended by many thousands. 


Parau delegate Satolli sustains a deci- 
sion condemning Catholic liquor dealers. 


MassACHUSETTS  Populists nominated 
George H. Cary, of Lynn, for governor. 


Tux Bundesrath has rejected the bill for 
the repeal of the anti-Jesuit laws of Ger- 
many. 


Eraur miners were killed at Hazelton, 
Pa., by an accidental explosion of dy- 
namite. 


Tax Democratic Conventiou of Michigan 
nominated S. O. Fisher, of West Bay City, 
for governor. 


Forest fires in Minnesota hav been very 
destructiv. Many villages and mining 
camps threatened. 


Ir is stated that Governor Tillman, of 
South Carolina, will reopen the state dis- 
pensaries August 1st. 


Tnx cholera is spreading in Rusia, two 
hundred new cases and one ,undred deaths 
being reported daily. 


Tus suffrage committee of the New 
York Constitutional Convention reports 
adversely on woman suffrage propositions, 


Tue United ‘States has brought suit at 
Los Angeles to break up the trust combi- 
pation known as the Southern Pacific 
Railroad. E 


Tare is a serious strike at Oswego, N. 
Y. The longshoremen are out, and the 
lumber yardsof the Standard Oil Company 
were fired. 


On July 21 there was a fight at Scotts- 
dale, Pa., between deputies and striking 
miners who had attacked some jeering 
negro boys. 


Tur New York millionaire, William 
Fellowes Morgan, had to pay a fine in New 
Jersey for having the tail of one of his 
horses docked. 


Tumre is trouble at Bluefields, Nicar- 
agua, between Indians and Nicaraguan 
soldiers. Citizens of the United States 
are in danger. 


C. W. Mowsray, of England, editor of 
a London Revolutionary Communist jour- 
nal, has landed in New York in spite of the 
alleged vigilance of the police. 


Tur East River Gas Company's tunnel 
under the East River and Blackwell’s 
Island has been completed. It isa great 
achievement. The tunnel connects New 
York and Long Island. 


Last Sunday was the first comfortable 
day New Yorkers hav seen fór more than 
a week. The average of the temperature 
has been very high and the atmosphere 
humid much of that time. 


E. U. Lx Breton, an ex-priest, who has 
been delivering anti-Catholic ieotures in 
Massachusetts, now says that his narrativs 
were lies. He will return to the Catholic 
fold and enter a monastery. 


In the New South Wales election the 
government was defeated. Fifty-eight 
Free Trade, thirty-nine Protection, and 
twenty-eight Labor representativs were 
elected to the provincial parliament. 


WnEN Casimir-Perier entered upon the 
duties of the French presidency he par- 
doned many prisoners, as is customary. 
The total was 374, including all who had 


been of guilty of violence or intimidation f 


in connection with strikes. 


Tax House, by thirteen more than the 
necessary two-thirds majority, has adopted 
Tucker's resolution for the submission of 
& constitutional amendment which will 
secure the election of United States Sena- 
tors by the people. The vote was nearly 
on party lines. | 


Ir is rumored that China has declared 
war against Japan. Preparations for the 
struggle are activly proceeding. Corea 
yields to the demands of Japan. United 
States and British marines hav been 
landed at Seoul (capital of Corea) to pro- 
tect their consulates. 


Tar Senate committee on the sugar 
trust scandal is again in session. Charges 
of bribery are in the air. Senator Allen 
of this committee handed in a report in 
which he exonerated Senators Ransom 
and Jones and Secretary Carlisle, but 
states that Senators Quay and McPherson 
speculated in sugar stocks, 


Cuter Hazen, of the United States Se- 
oret Service Division, demands that Mis- 
sissippi shall discontinue the issuance of 
her warrants and shall forward the plates 
to Washington. It is alleged that the war- 
rants resemble U. S. treasury notes, and 
hence violate the law against countefeit- 
ing. Governor Stone protests and appeals 
to Seoretary Carlisle. 


Taere is serious trouble at Enid and 
Pond Creek, Oklahoma, growing outof the 
refusal of the Rock Island road to stop its 
trains as the towns order. Bridges hav 
been blown up and other violence com- 
mitted. The mayor of Enid asks for an 
increased force of U. 8. troops. The 
mayor of Pond Creek also asks for federal 
soldiers to help enforce ordinance against 
the railroad. 


Tar Senate, by a majority composed of 
the Populists and part of the Democrats 
and Republicans, has refused to act favor- 
ably on Secretary » orton’s recommenda- 
tion for a decrease of the yearly appropri- 
ation for the agricultural department. 
One million dollars has been voted for the 


destruction of the Russian thistle. It is 
not improbable that the House will reduce 
or strike out this item. í 


Tue House and Senate conferees on the 
tariff bill failed to agree. Chairman Wil- 
son of the House representativs presented 
a report and urged the Democrats to stand 
by the House bill. His appeal was vigor. 
ously applauded. He read a letter written 
by President Cleveland to himself, and 
dated July 2d, in which the president said 
that the Senate bill was a betrayal of the 
party’s principles, and urged that a stand 
be taken for free raw materials. He 
declared that the principle was a funda- 
mental doctrin of the.party. Many Sena- 
tors are very angry because of the presi- 
dent’s attitude and utterances. Senator 
Hill supports the president in the demand 
for free raw materials and Senator Vilas 
has moved that the one-eighth per cent 
differential on sugar be stricken out of the 
Senate bill. The Democratic press is solid 
in support of the president and House and 
against the Senate. 


Tue American Railway Union strike is 
over, practically. There area few points 
at which troops are yet needed, especially 
along the Northern Pacific. Some other 
roads are experiencing a little difficulty in 
moving their trains. In California, one of 
the most persistent storm centers, the 
Strike was officially declared off last Satur- 
day. The most important incidents of the 
week are here enumerated: The attempt 
to resume work in the Pullman shop has 
resulted in several small riots, necessitat- 
ing the intervention of state troops. 
Laundresses, oilers, ballasters and other 
non-union workers were attacked by 
strikers. There were riots in Oakland over 
the attempt to move trains. Troops dis- 
persed the crowds. The House of Repre- 
sentativs, b 
proved of the action of President Cleve- 
land. E. V. Debs, and his cabinet—G. 
W. Howard, S. Kelber, and L. W. 
Rogers—were committed to jail on July 
17th for contempt of court, in violating in- 
junction order. They could hav given 
bail, but. refused. The eminent jurist, 
Thomas M. Cooley, warmly indorses the 
action of President Cleveland. Regulars 
hay been withdrawn from Chicago to Fort 
Sheridan, near the city. Federal troops 
are concentrating in Idaho and Montana. 
Roughs or strikers caused a serious fire in 
Chicago stock yards July 18th. All but 
one of the directory of the American Rail- 
way Union hav been arrgsted for contempt 
and conspiracy. Most of them are out on 
bail President Gompers of the Federa- 
tion of Labor issues an appeal for funds to 
pay for the defense of Debs and associates 
in the coming trials. The American Labor 
Union, a new organization, will take in all 
but railway men. Itis thought that it will 
absorb the Knights of Labor. Judge 
Seeds at Santa Fe sentenced fourteen 
strikers to imprisonment varying from 
en to fifty days. Offense, contempt of 
court. i 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Rev. G, T. Fox, MLA. 
Price.15 sents. Address this office. 


8 nearly unanimous vote, ap- | 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Ts Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


[is THIS YOUR SOR, HY RD? 


4 Fascmating Story of Vadical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth, $1; paver, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise. oloth, $1. 1 


Pushed by Unseen Hands. 
Ae a 


A Thoughtless | Yes. 


CONTENTS: 


A Splendid Judge of a Woman ‘The Lady of the 
Spee te dor Protest —Forthe Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery-The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


` d OONTENTS: . 
Preface—The Fiction of Fictions —A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the Oity's Dead—An Irre- 
spon ible Educated COlass—The Moral Re- 
sponsibillty of Woman in Heredit y— 
Wowanas an Annex Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in its Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit cr Leg- 
acy—Common 
Sense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $7; paper, 50 cente, 


PULPIT, PEW, | 
- and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, 
‘Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bibte. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10cents. Address this office. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
“ A good book written with a purpose." 


Price, 25 cents. : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 
A Thorough Examination and Ref- 
«tation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Paos aco oso a om 


Paper, 50 centa. 


and 


Address 


20 cents. 


Essay on Miracles. 


' By DAVID HUME. 
Pew 50250 5 = WV tne. 


» 


A Journal of Freethought | and Reform. 


Vol.21. No.31 {PUBLISHED WEEKLY, 


{eg LAFAYETTE PL} $3.00 Per Year. 


New York, Saturday, August 4, 1894. 
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Unorg Sam (to Puritanism): See here! You just keep your coffin on! The ‘‘ kingdom i hasn't come yet, and that racket you hear is not Gabriel's trumpet by a darned sight. 


, A Missionary Scheme. 

Tux Truts Szzxer has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “ Church Property ? pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 
hav also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
more thousands of TzuTH Sxxxers hav been scat- 
tered broadeast over the land. l 

. With the advent of hot weather the political 
bodies will soon adjourn, but the people of the 
country will remain in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
and we want to devote a little attention to them. 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered” and never can be. l 

What ought. to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 


‘amount. . 


‘the church undermined. 


hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hay one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
It has liberalized thousands and will 


liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 


| Taura Serre, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 


whom we allloved when living, and whose memory, 
we ‘now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


, Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses ‘of 


-EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 


DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
ot Paine's “ AGE OF REASON.” 


If you:don’t know eight Christians you care 


enough about to convert, name those whom you do 


want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 


‘remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 


worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 


and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we nsk is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don't select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direction. 


Samuel P. Putnam has latterly been ranging 
around in the woods of Michigan. He seems to 
enjoy it, which is probably largely due to the fact 
that he has found a place free from the shadows of 
the church and. the meddlesome scheming of the 
preacher. It is only on the far frontier that such. 
elysiums can be found. As soon as the country be- 
comes thickly settled and there is enough money 
ahead to build conventicles Mrs. Grundy and the 
parson assert their power, and business and profes- 
sional men and politicians respectfully doff their 
hats and shut their mouths. But it will not be 
always thus, we hope. The extension of the circu- 
lation of Liberal papers and the distribution of 
good books will enlighten and liberate. We are 
still offering Taz Trurn SEEKER for one year and 
Mr. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought” for $6.50, cash in advance. This secures 
the enrollment of the subscriber's name in the 
book. Since the last report we hav recorded the 
names of Wm. H. Baier, of Minnesota, and J. A. 
Raves, of Utah. 
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Jhe Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
a a A O^ :— À—Ó 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. : 
| The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 


the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 
It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. x. 
It wil reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial and Political 


Movement. "Er . 
"ME wil show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Xnteresting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
i . Im One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of l 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 

from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. — . . l 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as. a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. _ 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. Government and Politics, . Woman’s Emancipation, 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. . 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Oastelar. Mary Wollstoncraft, 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius, Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- rison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. | lation. —_ Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Obild. 
Hamilton, | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. _ Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham, Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mil. — Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach, Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. i Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. : 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 
The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. : 
It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. : : 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, Susan H. Wixon, 


Horace Seaver, Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 


J. P. Mendum, E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., Mrs. Oharles Watts, 

D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, . H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 

Judge C. B. Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, . Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
snuwid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb: Book is $5.00, J 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. : . 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. l 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON'T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. — 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages or Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This 1s the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it, Itis a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tux 
Terura Szexer, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 


the Getter-up of the 


Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer | Due 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 


| post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WAISON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. . 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
| W, 8. BELL'S 

Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 

Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
ag HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 

To each New Subscriber In the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther "Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell's 


į "Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 


by post or express. 


This really brings the price of the. 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tux TaurH Szxkxn 
one year and a dollar book for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en- 
rolled in tis shining pages. 
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SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


To induce new subscriptions and prom: .enew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Teura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam's “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 

For $5 we will send Taz TzaurH Srxxer one 

_year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3) This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago. and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tur Trurz Szrxrn one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tue Trurs SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's ‘‘ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 

` it cean help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. . 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Teura SEEKER one 
vear ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tax Tsuru SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Teura Srzxer one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tue Truru SEEKER one 
vear ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Ilustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values’ offered. 


sage. The Literary Digest proceeds to quote from 
a review of Miss Wedgwood's book, written for the 
Fortnightly Review by Prof. A. B. Bruce, D.D. 
The professor says that the work in question is 
« not less valuable, as an aid to faith,” than Drum- 
mond's “Ascent of Man." He adds: 

‘The position taken up by the author in this book is, 
in brief, that Israel’s election stands, and that she has a 
message, Criticism notwithstanding. As to the election, 
there need be no difficulty about that, if; with our author, 
we hold that every nation has its special vocation, could we 
only discover it, and very notably the great classic nations 
of Greece and Rome. In that case, the only question is 
as to the nature of the vocation, the purpose of the elec- 
‘tion. Israel’s vocation has always been understood to lie 
within the sphere of religion, as that of Greece is the 
sphere of art, and of Rome in legislation and government. 
Tf Israel has a message of permanent value for the world, 
it is one relating to God and the Eternal. And the con- 
tention of the writer is not only that Israel still has a 
message, but that the message has been made olear by all 
that modern oriticism has discovered in reference to the 
Hebrew sacred literature.” 

The assumptions, in their order, are that each 
nation has a message, that the message of Israel 
pertains to religion, that Israel's religious message 
relates to “God and the eternal,” and that modern 
criticism has made clear this message. It may be 
perfectly true, and it probably is true, that each 
nation, or more correctly, each race, has a genius 
for some particular work and that it excels all other 
races therein, and it may be further true that the 
Semites had a special faculty for the development 
of religious conceptions, and that they, more than 
any other people of old, elaborated the monotheistic 
idea, but it is certain that many of those who con- 
tributed to the works which together constitute 
the present Old Testament were polytheists. Jah- 
veh was simply a tutelary divinity, bigger, more 
powerful and wise, more bloodthirsty and cruel, 
than his rivals, the “false gods” of che neighboring 
nations and tribes. However, we are not called 
upon to pursue this side issue at length in this 
article, which has another purpose, that being to 
show that scholarly Christians are now trying to 
save the dogma of the revelation through the Bible 


The uninformed Christian has few difficulties to 
contend against. His capacity for belief is com- 
mengurate with his ignorance. He is told that the 
Bible is inspired, is the word of God, and he 
accepts the statement as true. His lack of educa- 
tion and his wholly undeveloped critical faculty 
protect him from the skepticism which reading of 
the Bible would otherwise develop. He is defense- 
less in the grasp of his leaders. He meekly pays 
his devotion and his money to the underwriters of 
the church to insure him against conflagration in 
an asserted post-earthly existence. 

With the leaders themselvs it is vastly different. 
They are confronted with a thousand unconquer- 
able enemies, and they stumble against a thousand 
insurmountable obstacles. They must either 
tunnel under or make a detour of each of these 
mountains of fact. They must constantly parley, 
feint, compromise. In the center front they face 
with blanched cheeks the swiftly augmenting, never 
retrograding, slowly but relentlessly advancing, 
armies of natural science; on the left front and 
flank they press in vain against the batteries of his- 
torical and literary criticism; on the right front 
and flank they look upon the perpendicular, un- 
scalable walls of granit reared by logic and philos- 
ophy, while in their rear their only reserve is a 
disorganized mass of camp followers, who are 
indifferent, tired, fearful, famished, or disgusted, 
and who wait only to be sure the battle is lost to 
openly join the victorious forces of the foe. The 
chiefs are at their wits’ ends. -They hav compro- 
mised until further compromise seems impossible, 
so much hav they surrendered. The six days of 
creation are gone; the earth is no longer flat, and 
it has ceased to be the pivot of the solar system ; 
Moses yields the claim to the authorship of the 
Pentateuch ; the flood story is no longer believed ; 
the devil is almost dead, and the fires of hell hav 
been transformed into the fangs of conscience; the 
«conflict between religion and science" goes on, 
and so far religion has not a single victory to her 
credit, and few and scattered are the scholars 


within the church who dare claim that the Bible is 
wholly inerrant. 


the past. 


who still believe that it represents vital truths. 

What is tobe done? What canbe done? 
is the next concession to be made? 
be saved? Did the Bible reveal to us one truth? 
If so, and if we surrender everything else, will 


-eriticiam leave this for our consolation? Will evo- 


lution spare to us what criticism may fail to take 
from us? We will now see what two Christians 
hav to say in answer to these questions which their 
fellows de-pairingly ask, first permitting another 
Christian to outline the issue. The editor of the 
religious department of the Literary Digest says: 
‘There are two questions that go to the very root of 
Christianity. These are: (1) Does evolution leave us a 
God, such a God as a Christian can implicitly believe in? 
(2) Does criticism leave us 8 Bible, containing a special 
religious message? Two contributions hav recently been 
made toward answering these questions in the affirmativ, 
which claim special recognition. These are: Professor 
Drummond’s ‘Lowell Lectures on the Asccnt of Man,’ 
and ‘The Message of Israel,’ by Miss Wedgwood.” 

It will not escape notice that all that is asked of 
evolution is to leave the Christian & god in whom 
he can believe, and of the critic to leave a Bible con- 
taining “a special religious message.” We shall 
see further along that all the rest of the Bible is to 
be sacrificed, if need be, for the sake of this one mes- 


In practical life, the Christianity 
of the Bible and of the first centuries is a thing of 
But the name remains, and it is still the 
rallying-cry of priests ambitious for power and of 
politicians anxious for the suffrages of the masses 


What 
Can anything 


of the concept of the oneness of God at the expense 
of the other tenets of Christianity and of all the rest 
of the Bible. Professor Bruce says that the belief 
of Miss Wedgwood is that “ criticism has given us 
our Bible” and he quotes this paragraph from her 
book in substantiation of his statement: 


** Yt is in the belief that the work of criticism is fitted 
to restore to us our Bible with the freshness of a new 
Reformation and the preciousness of an ancient faith, 
that one who has no pretensions to the title of critic here 
undertakes to set before the public the results of criticism 
as they bear on the value of the Message of Israel. The 
critic has his part, and no mean one, in the work of reve- 
lation. His office is destructiv ; but what it destroys has 
hindered and disguised, not transmitted the message of 
the Old Testament. He sets us free to read as the con- 
temporaries of the prophets were free to hear. He can 


„giv no spiritual insight, can insure no harmony between 


the inspiration of the seer and the aspiration of the 
learner; but by the mere fact that he removes inconsist- 
encies and repetitions, that he givs us the work of many 
instead of the work of one, he brings us nearer an appre- 
ciation which is made impossible by the endeavor to read 
as a single consecutiv narrativ the whole collection of a 
nation’s legendary and mythical lore." . 

Of the * whole collection of a nation's legendary 
and mythical lore,” all that the critic leaves to the 
Christian of to-day is the conception of the unity of 
God! This is “The Message of Israel,” this is the 
essential, the permanent; all else was incidental 
and ephemeral. Of course it is not meant that there 
is nothing left of human history, nothing of ethical 
teaching; what is intended is that of all the alleged 
divine truths said to hav been revealed by God 
through the Old Testament, only this one is spared 
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by the critics, only thus far dare these educated 
and pious men and women go in defense of the 

_ “inspiration” of the collection of ancient writings 
once thought by all Christians to be the very word 
of the Most High. 

Incorporating in his comments some words, 
phrases, and sentences from “The Message of 
Israel,” Professor Bruce continues: 

**Tt will be evident from these sentences that the writer 
has no sympathy with the ndtion that an inspired book is 
above criticism. On the contrary, it is her deliberate 
conviction that no writing needs criticism so much as that 
which is the result of inspiration. It is necessary to dis- 
tinguish between the precious and the vile, to find the 
Bible within the Bible. For where there is inspiration 
there isalso ‘intermission,’ ‘interruption,’ lapse from the 
divine to the human. Refusal to see this, and resolute 
determination to treat the whole contents of the Bible as 
of equal importance, forming together & consistent har- 
monious revelation, has for its inevitable result that the 
pathos, the dramatic interest, the profound spiritual 
teaching of the Old Testament are all hidden from the 
eye. The highest and best book is leveled down to that 
which is least valuable, and the whole becomes a volume 
which it is our religious duty to read, and which we do 
read with a uniform listlessness and ‘devout inattention.’ 
How vain the attempt ‘to carry on into Leviticus the 
reverence with which the story of Joseph had at first been 
heard, ending by associating that also with tedium and 
disgust.’ How necessary, if we would really profit and 
enjoy, to recognize degrees of interest and value.” 

Except for the saving claim. that something in 
the old book is inspired, this is an excellent Free- 
thought argument. Rationalists hav ever argued 
that the attempt to prove that all the Bible—good, 
bad, and indifferent, true, false, and doubtful—is 
inspired, has made the work a curse to humanity, 
when it might hav been of considerable benefit if 
it had been accepted and studied as a human pro- 
duction. Many a good man has turned from the 
volume in disgust and horror when it was thrust 
upon him as the immaculate and inerrant word of 
a just and all-wise God. Yet he gladly would hav 
separated its wheat from its chaff and pursued its 
historical clues, had it come to him from the hand 
of the antiquary, accompanied with full liberty to 

‘read or leave unread, to accept or reject, as his 
inclination and reason might prompt. But while 
Miss Wedgwood’s argument is in so far sound, it is 
to be remembered that the moment the Bible is 
placed on the same level with other books, to be 
subjected to the same canons of criticism and meas- 
ured by identical ethical standards, that moment 
all a priori assumptions that any portions of it are 
inspired must, logically, be abandoned. When it is 
admitted that different parts of the book are of vary- 
ing * degrees of interest and value;" that there are 
*jntermissions," -**interruptions,' “lapses from 
the divine to the human,” etc., it becomes a question 
of early impressions, of prejudice, of belief, of ca- 
pacity for analysis and synthesis, or of learning 
whether a given portion shall be assigned a divine 
or a human origin. There can be no certitude for 
you. Itcannot be proved, for instance, that the 
conception of the oneness of God came from outside 
of and above man. You are not able to get back 
of man in your study of documents. You may as- 
sume that the doctrin in question must hav had a 
supernatural source, and when asked why this must 
be you will reply that man, unaided, could not hav 
evolved the idea. How do you know that he could 
not? The idea is here and you hav never been able 
to go back of the human brain in your attempt to 
trace it to its birthplace. Human brains and human 
hands, for all that you can prove to the contrary, 
formulated the conception and impressed the char- 
acters expressing it upon bricks, parchment, vellum, 
and paper. 

Professor Bruce is apparently painfully conscious 
that the acceptance of Miss Wedgwood’s theory 
leaves little of the Bible as coming from God, and 
he sees that the diminished claim made for the book 
once considered infallible in all its parts and teach- 
ings must shock the rank and file of the church mem- 
bership; he realizes that science and scholarship 
hav left little of the asserted divinity anyway, and 
he thinks it will be best to giv the defeat of inspira- 
tion the appearance of a treaty of peace between 
approximately equal powers, thus saving for a little 
time the ecclesiastical forces from utter rout. How 
both he and Miss Wedgwood reach out eager hands 


for the crumbs left of the once large and abound- 
ing loaves of revelation, and how they try to make 
“The Message of Israel” explain the chronological 
disorder and historical blundering of the Bible 
writers, are shown in the quotations which follow: 


‘*Tsrael’s message made clearer by criticism—such is 
the thesis of the work before us. What, then, is Israel’s 
message ? In general it is that unity belongs to the Eter- 
nal; in other words, that God is one, not many. A Very 
bald message, we may be inclined to think, but the com- 
monplaces of later generations were great originalities in 
earlier times, and it is the duty of a student of the relig- 
ious history of mankind to endeavor by a sympathetic 
effort of imagination to transfer himself to the time when 
monotheism was a grand, startling revelation to a world 
accustomed to polytheism. It was Israel's honor and 
privilege to be the medium of this revelation. Her one 
God was her glory. Her own unity lay in steadfast wit- 
ness throughout all her generations, and through all her 
representativ men, to this truth. In virtue of this wit- 
ness-bearing, she was the prophet among the nations. 
Her long-continued prophesying, with the unity of the 
Eternal for her august theme, accounts at once for the 
grandeur of her literature, and for the strange state of 
confusion in which it has been transmitted to us, with an 
utter disregard of dates and historic order.. For the eye 
that is fixed in the eternal is indifferent to the distinctions 
of time. 

‘< The distinction of first and last loses its importance. 
A history which depends for all its value on the revela- 
tion of the unseen is comparativly indifferent to chro- 
nology. A parable has no date. * ' * The seer stammers 
when he seeks to define between is and skall be; he often 
blunders when he seeks to define between sall be and 
was. His history is a part of his prophecy. He is not 
conscious of fiction in explaining his vivid consciousness 
of a national tendency as an event in the past for which 
no evidence can be produced, except the very vividness 
of this consciousness and its resemblance to a memory.’ ” 


lrofessor Bruce perceives that the lines of the 
legions of Christianity must be reformed; her 
armies must again “about face" and * move on” at 
the imperativ command of the genius of the age; 
she, the divinely commissioned teacher of “ God's 


truth,” must once more adapt herself to the enlarged 


intelligence of mortal man or yield up her life. 
The unchangeable must change or perish. In- 
spiration cannot successfully cope with investiga- 
tion; revelations from God must assimilate the 
truths of the revelations of science or take their 
place in the müseums of dead creeds and gods. 
The clerical reviewer says, referring to the book, 
“The Message of Israel”: 

“It will be specially helpful and suggestiv to clergy- 
men who know something of criticism and feel the need 
of aid in interpreting scripture along the new lines. 
They cannot go on much longer dealing with the Old 
Testament literature in the old-fashioned way, as if noth- 
ing had happened. They must find a way of popular- 
izing critical results, and of making the people feel that 
the Bible still remains a divine book.” 

Yes, something as happened, but the theocrats 
go on in the attempt to more closely unite church 
and state and thus assassinate liberty, as though 
they were wholly unconscious of the fact that many 
of the dogmas, claimed by them to be of God, are 
admitted by the most intelligent champions of 
Christianity to be of human origin and sanction. 
They are trying to vote admitted falsehoods into 
the constitutions and statute-books of the states and 
of the nation. 


An Oasis in the Statutory Desert. 


When Mayor Hopkins of Chieago vetoed the 
Sunday-closing ordinance passed by the city council 
he was evidently acting fully in harmony with the 
opinions of the higher courts of the state and was 
faithfully carrying out the law of that common- 
wealth. In his message he says: 


“In most of the states all worldly labor or business is 
prohibited Sunday, following in that regard the Britjsh 
Statute enacted under the reign of Charles II. But in 
Illinois a different rule prevails. Worldly labor and em- 
ployment are prohibited only in case they disturb the 
peace and good order of society. This distinction has 
been expressly recognized by our supreme court in the 
following language: ‘The offense by that [British] statute 
is the performance of labor or business; and by ours it is 
the disturbance of the peace and good order of society.’ 

* And the appellate court in construing our Sunday 
law declares: ‘Labor Sunday is not of itself punishable 
under this statute nor can it be said that the statute pro- 
hibits labor Sunday. The offense that is punishable is 
the disturbance of the peace and good order of society.’ 

“It is owing to this distinction that our courts hav held 
that a contract made Sunday is valid and that even the 
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operation of a reaping machine the Lord's day is not in 
itself punishable.” 

Illinois is assuredly in advance of all her sisters, 
Her Sunday law has in it much of the elements of 
common sense and justice, and itis gratifying to 
know that her courts hav interpreted the law so 
broadly, especially in affirming the validity of Sun- 
day contracts.. Such a judicial opinion slaps legal. 
ized knavery sharply in its impudent face. But it 
is to be regretted that her lawmakers, seeing so 
much more clearly than their brethren in other 
states, did not decline to enact any law particularly 
for Sunday. * The peace and good order of so- 
ciety” need protection equally on all days and a 
special statute for their defense on Sunday while 
they are guarded by general laws only during the 
rest of the week can do no good and may be pro- 
duetiv of much harm when administered by weak or 
bigoted law officers. Had Chicago possessed a 
fanatical mayor a scheme of inexcusable tyranny 
would hay been consummated. With a secular 
constitution and no Sunday statutes local theocrats - 
will not be able to take snap judgment by ordinance 
of councils or decisions of rural Dogberrys. 

Mayor Hopkins agrees with Justice Walker of 
the Illinois Supreme Court, who, when pasing upon 
the validity of Sunday contracts, said: | 

** Must a person be criminally punished for writing a 
letter to a friend Sunday, or a barber for shaving a cus- 
tomer, or a person for selling another a cigar, or purchas- 
ing or reading a newspaper Sunday, and for almost in- 
numerable like acts? The statute could never hav been 
adopted in such a spirit and for such purposes.” 


Yet this is precisely what the Sunday statutes of 
other states permit to be done, nay, declare shall be 
done. None but a priest or preacher could hav 
first promulgated the notion that it is morally and 
should be made legally a crime to enter into a con- 
tract on some particular day of the week, but ras- 
cality was quick to see that here was a chance to 
defraud the unthinking and the confiding, and so the 
infamous aid to the cheater went into the statute- 


books. 
a eae S ee ee m 
' Christianity Not Self-Sustaining. 

Christianity would go down to death were it not 
for statute laws. It cannot stand by its own 
strength. Such is the candid confession of some 
of its representativs. Pleading fcr the preparation — 
of Sabbath observance books for use in the common. 
schools, the Christian Reformer brings a paragraph 
to a climax with this sentence: . 

“Tf the Christian Sabbath goes, Christianity 
goes with it.” 

We cease to wonder that Christian propagandists, 
who are all honorable gentlemen, could send to 
Congress tens of millions of forged signatures in 
favor of closing the World’s Fair on Sunday, when 
we realize how much they think depends upon the 
enactment and enforcement of Sunday laws. For 


it must be understood that the Reformer and its 


congeners mean that Christianity will go when 
Christians lose their power to enforce Sunday 
observance by statute law. "They do not mean that 
Christignity depends upon the respect and obedience 
which individual Christians render to the Sabbath 
law of the Bible or the Sunday law of the modern 
Christian church. They are much more solicitous 
io compel dissenters to conform through fear of 
fines and imprisonment imposed by earthly courts 


| than they are to induce church members to liv up to 


their professions through fear of hell or love of. 
God. To be sure, they scold recalcitrant Christians 
for their disregard of strict Sunday observance, but 
they also take particular pains to make such neglect 
the pretext or justification for still more rigid Sun- 
day laws, and they insist that the nation is going to 
perdition at express train speed because there are 
not many more and better enforced Sunday enact- 
ments. Whatever happens in the community.that in © 
their estimation is an evil, they at once attribute to 
“Sabbath desecration.” They are determined that 
the Sunday of Constantine shall receive the outward 
respect of every inhabitant of the country, no mat- 
ter whether hereally respects it or not, and regard- 
less of the wrongs they inflict upon those who hav 
precisely the same right to work or play on that 
day that they hav to spend it in pious meditation 
and church attendance. Wholly disregardful of 
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the only Sabbath for which there is any sanction in 
the Bible, which they claim is the word of God, 
they are rancorously eager to.send to prison, and 
believe that God will send to hell, whoever does not 
make himself the slave of the holy day which was 
set apart from secular uses by the first Christian 
emperor of Rome, the cruel and murderous Con- 
stantine. 

So mad hav they. become that they now declare 
. that the whole superstructure of Christianity will 
turnble into ruin if the entire population of the re- 
public—Christians, Freethinkers, Jews, Pagans, and 
the unclassified—are not forced by human law to 
grovel in the dust at the feet of the priesthood on 
a day of sanctified idleness, a day of which, as such, 
. the reputed founder of Christianity never heard. 

So far as the alleged sacred record tells us, Jesus 
never said that his gospel would fail unless through 
all the coming ages the external observance of the 
«Christian Sabbath” was enforced by civil law- 
On the contrary, he intimated that of more impor- 
tance even than obedience to the fundamental laws 
of society—among which he did not include the 
law of the Sabbath—was generosity to the poor. 
He told the ruler who came before him to “keep 
the commandments” if he would “enter into life." 
The man wanted to know which of the com- 
mandments he meant, and Jesus answered: “Thou 
shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear 
false witness, Honor thy father and thy mother, 
-and Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Not 
a word about Sabbath “rest,” Jewish or Christian. 
The young man said he had obeyed these laws from 
his youth up. To which Jesus responded, accord- 
ing to Matthew, “If thou wilt be perfect, go and 
sell what thou hast and. giv to the poor.” Accord- 
ing to Mark he said, “One thing thou lackest,” 
etc. Still not a syllable about the Sabbath idol, 
which Jesus! Covenanter followers say is the key- 
stone of the arch of Christianity. 
Paul did not think that Christianity was going 
to eternal smash unless the consciences: of all men 
who might not willingly observe a certain holy day 
should be outraged by the minions of the state 
acting as the servants of an intolerant church. On 
the contrary, he emphatically declared that “ one 
man esteemeth one day above another; another 
esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind.” Nothing in that 
about the “persuasion” that resides in policemen’s 
clubs and warrants of commitment. In another 
epistle Paul said with, if possible, even sharper dis- 
tinctness: “Let no man therefore judge you in 
meat, orin drink, or in respect of an holy day, or 
of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days.” Affirma- 
` tivly, Paul often laid great stress on the necessity 
„ of charity, which he in one place avers is the end of 
the commandment. This is frequently interpreted 
to mean love. Base ball players fined at Pittsburg 
and barbers in Kansas City; Adventists in jails in 
Tennessee and Maryland and in chain gangs in 
Arkansas, find great diffieulty in discovering either 
charity or love in Christian Sunday laws. 

It is evident that James was unacquainted with 
the theocratic notion that Christianity is dependent 
for ita existence upon the enactment and enforce- 
ment of invasiv and cruel Sunday statutes. He 
thought that religion was a matter of individual 
choice and conduct, not of law, for he said that 
“Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world." The political Christians of all ages—and 
this class has made the history of the church and 
written it in blood with the pen of Fear upon the 
heart and brain of the race—had and hav precious 
little use for James's definition. It is much easier 
to pass laws to compel people to pretend to agree 
with you or punish them if they do not make the 
" hypocritical profession, than it is to mind your own 
. business and set the example of good lives to those 
whose brains are so constructed that they cannot 
look at everything through the same mental eyes that 
you do. 

The Christian Reformer has much to say about 
"our opposition to the schemes of the theocrats and 


it warns more liberal or indifferent Christians who 
do not join with the National Reformers in the 


making common cause with the Infidels. 
is supposed, will frighten some of the more timid 
progressiv Christians into the ranks of the reaction- 
ists, for it is recalled that the Bible states that 
Jesus declared that “he that is not with me is 
against me.” 
much to keep the ranks of the churches’ adherents 
closed, and it is fondly hoped that it will be not 
less effectiv in this crisis, which threatens, through 


| thousand dollars. 


effort to Christianize the Constitution that they are 
This, it 


This saying has in times past done 


the defeat of the Sunday-law crusade, to overwhelm 
Christianity itself, as we are informed by the Sun- 
dayites. Now we respectfully submit that the non- 
theocratic Christians are much nearer to Jesus in 
their opposition. to enforced Sabbath observance 
than the theocrats are in their advocacy thereof, 
and we ask Dr. McAllister and his associate editors 
of the: Christian Reformer if they hav the courage 
and manliness to lay before their readers the 
before-quoted utterances of Jesus, Paul, and James 
and attempt to reconcile their letter and spirit with 
the Sunday despotism which they, as latter-day 
Christian editors and ministers, champion in their 
papers and pulpits, on the platform and in the 
committee rooms of Congress, constitutional con- 
ventions, and state legislatures. Will they do it? 


On page 494 of this issue will be found a list of 
“Scientific Books Cheap.” : They are all valuable 
and standard works, and you may find among them 
the very books you want. 


A twelve-page protest against the Sunday bills 
offered in Congress by Kyle, Johnson, Gallinger, 
and Morse will be sent for five cents. Twenty-five 
copies, three cents each; one hundred copies, $2. . 


A theocrat asks why a Protestant nation should 
provide both Protestant and Catholic schools. 
There is no reason, of course, but the United States 
is not a Protestant nation. Protestantism is pot 
the recognized state religion, for there is no recog- 
nized state religion. Our schools are, or should 
be, common, not Protestant schools. 


A correspondent of the Christian Advocate states 
that the Moody meetings in Washington converted 
about two hundred persons at a cost of over four 
But it was cheaply done; only 
twenty dollars per “soul.” At that rate the money 
the churches save each year by the exemption of 
their property from taxation would bring at least 
eight hundred thousand perishing sinners into the 
fold of righteousness. 


An insect has been discovered in Japan which 
feeds on the caterpillar, so injurious to fruit and 
other trees. ‘It catches the caterpillars and holds 
them firmly with its strong arms while it sucks the 
juices out of them.” The Oregon Horticultural 
Society has made some successful experiments with 
this insect. “It is called the ‘praying mantis,’ from 
the devotional attitude it assumes while watching 
its prey." So says the Daily America. We hav 
about one hundred and twelve thousand “ praying 
mantis” in this country, but instead of sucking the 
life juices cut of humanity’s enemies they confine 
their delicate but effectiv attention almost entirely 
to man himself. One of their neat tricks, performed 
in a very ‘devotional attitude,” is to induce the 
foolish people to exempt their, the praying mantis’, 
property from taxation. Some of the more auda- 
cious and greedy of these pious insects are now at 
work on a scheme to hav their most dangerous doc- 
trins taught in a series of special text books to be 
prepared for use in the common schools. Cannot 
Japan furnish us with a parasite that will suck the 
juices out of these praying mantis of the pulpit? 


Se ECCE NEG 
All members of the Freethought Letter-Writing 
Corps will this week write to the Attorney-General 
of the United States, Richard Olney, Washington, 
D. C., in regard to the prosecution of J. B. Wise, 
of Clay Center, Kansas, indicted for sending through 
the mails a postal card upon which was written a 
passage from the Bible. Ask him to investigate the 
case and hav it dropped. Call his attention to the 


opinion given by Assistant Attorney-General James 
N. Tyner in his letter to the postmaster of Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, the letter bearing date of April 10, — 
1891, and also to a similar opinion given by the 
same Official to the postmaster of Denison, Texas. 
This letter was dated April 24,1891. Mr. Tyner 
held that the Bible did not come under the con- 
demnation of the Comstock postal statutes, and that 
a publication made up wholly of extracts from the 
Bible could not be denied transmission in the mails. 
This surely covers the case of Mr. Wise. If you 
wish to quote from these decisions of Assistant At- 
torney-General Tyner, refer to Tue Trova SEEKER 
of July 7, 1894, where they are printed in full. 
Make a strong, courteously-worded statement. 


H. M. Taber sends $5 for the Wise defense fund. 


Rev. H. D. Jenkins, D. D., of Sioux City, Iowa, 


writing in the Presbyterian Independent, refers to 
the American Railway Union, and says that that or- 
ganization denied membership to his friend and 
fellow-soldier, the colored sexton of his church. 
The man had served bravely under Farragut in 
Mobile Bay. After his rejection he laid “his little 
bunch of flowers, from the garden of his cabin,” 
upon the communion table of Dr. Jenkins, indicat- 
ing “that as between the imported lords of labor 


lodges in this country, and the church, he had 
found the laboring man’s friend and his friend be- 
side the altar of the church of Christ." The com- 
parison in this single instance is certainly favorable 
to Dr. Jenkins and his church and against the rail- 
way organization, but it is proverbial that one 
swallow does not make the summer. We call the 
attention of the Independent and of its correspond- 
ent tothe fact that the Southern Presbyterian church 
refuses all overtures for union with the Northern 
church because it fears that such union would neces- 
sitate the church association of white and colored 
Presbyterians. Although white Presbyterians say 
that they expect to share a future heaven with Negro 
Presbyterians they positivly refuse to sit in the 
same churches with them on earth. We notice 
that this identical prejudice is manifested and that 
the same divisions exist in other Christian bodies. — 
So long as those who claim to be the heaven-sent 
teachers of the gospel of “the fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man” set no better example, 
what can we expect of uninspired and undelegated 
labor unions and cycling associations? © 
ee ee eee UAE ORIOLES 

The Christian Reformer is strangely misinformed 
concerning the Sunday ordinance vetoed by Mayor 
Hopkins of Chicago. In his message Mr. Hopkins 
stigmatized the act as class legislation, whereupon 
the Reformer observes : 

“If a Sabbath-closing ordinance is class legislation, we 
would like to know what kind of laws would not fall 
under the snme condemnation? The opponents of any 


law on our statute-books could make the same plea with 
justas much reason.” l 


This is preposterous. Does not Dr. McAllister 
know that the act which Mayor Hopkins vetoed 
was framed to close only a very few classes of busi- 
ness houses? It did not touch the manufactories, 
the drug stores, the churches, the street cars, the 
railroads, and scores of other industries. This was 
the reason that Mayor Hopkins said that it was 
class legislation. Again, the ordinance was vetoed 
because it was in ¢onflict with the Sunday law of 
Illinois and the decisions of the state Supreme 
Court, not merely because it was class legislation, 
although that also was cited as one of the objections 
to it. The Illinois law does not forbid work on 
Sunday, but only the disturbance of peace and 
good order. Once more: Does Dr. McAllister 
think that anyone could object with good reason 
that laws against murder, theft, arson, ete., etc., 
are class legislation? What classes of citizens are 
discriminated against by those laws? What classes 
are exempted? As a matter of fact, Sunday stat- 
utes differ fundamentally from laws of the kind we 
hav named. All Sunday laws and ordinances are 
class legislation, for all allow some kinds of business 
to be conducted on Sunday. Where, for instance, 
is the Sunday law which punishes the preacher and 
church organist for pursuing their vocations on 
the first day of the week? 
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Communications. 


Do We Need a Deity? 


I see that Tue Taura Szexer has been granted 


permission by Miss Chapman to “batter the little’ 


tin god of orthodoxy to the end of the chapter,” 
provided only that you will deal tenderly with her 
particular god. 

Now when I recall the philosophy of Ingersoll, 
that men create their own gods, I am inclined to 
concede the ownership of every god in fee simple to 
ita creator, provided always that the god is to be 
kept strictly upon its owner's territory, and not 
allowed to forage upon the neighboring premises. 
But whether a god can be kept within bounds de- 
pends upon the sort of god it is. And "there's the 
rub ” 


This god is introduced to the Truth Seeker family 
as a Freethinker's god, but comes adorned with all 
the toggery of the orthodox article; has the same 
impossible. attributes, infinit power, unerring wis- 
dom, and mighty salvation, and has the same irre- 
pressible power to subdue all things to himself. 

And Miss Chapman, like all other possessors of 
omnipotent gods, quietly proceeds to remove all 
obstructions to his omnipotence, gravely urging 
that her god is much more real than the physical 
universe; that there are, in fact, some grounds for 
the notion that the physical universe does not exist 
at all, as an objectiv reality. In short, that there is 
nothing in the universe at all but her god (and, 
perhaps, spirit). 

Now this is where my objection comes in. I am 
perfectly willing Miss Chapman shall deny her own 
personal existence (as she well-nigh does) rather 
than imperil the existence of her god. That is all 
right, for it is her own affair. But when any god 
crowds the whole physical universe out of exist- 
ence to make room for himself, I insist that he is 
altogether too infinit. He has outgrown his use- 
fulness, and become a mere extravaganza. I can’t 
afford to take my godliness in such huge doses. 

Does Miss Chapman realize how she came by 
these extravagant notions of an infinit deity * Does 
she understand that ideas are creatures of growth, 
most of them developed from germs as unlike them- 
selva as the acorn is unlike the oak? 

We all know (or ought to know) that in primitiv 
times there were no infinit gods. Infinity had not 
dawned upon the human intellect. The old-time 
gods were the various natural objects and processes: 
sun, moon, earth, fire, water, wind, storm, etc.—all 
of them finite, as Miss Chapman has said all nature 
is. Each god had his strange, fantastic attributes, 
but there was none with infinit power, wisdom, or 
love. The great glittering vault of the heavens, en- 
circling the whole world, was the most high God, 
the eternal presence, within whom all things liv 
and move and hav their being. Being 2 complete 
hollow sphere, it was, of course, without parts, 
without parallax or shadow of turning, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever. 

You could not say this of any of the other gods. 
And this was the ancient Ziu (or sky), the dyaus, 
deus, or deity of Miss Chapman; infinit and end- 
less in the sense of an endless chain— well repre- 
sented by the ancient Egyptian symbol—a circle— 
now translated eternity or infinity. 

These attributes hav been constantly applied to 
the dyaus, while down through the ages the great 
drift of word-meaning has borne their import far 
from their ancient signification, and the very dyaus 
himself has drifted with his environment entirely 
out of sight, into a realm of pure ideality, the only 
place where he could possibly fill the extravagant 
proportions of his modern attributes. Besides, we 
hav made him doubly miserable by heaping upon 
him most of the ill-fitting adjectivs once adorning 
the other gods. 

In this and other similar ways hav all our absurd 
religious ideas come into existence. They thrive 
upon our vague definitions. They are the legitimate 
fruit of loose methods of thought. 

Infinit love, eternal verity, perfect wisdom, 
spirit of the universe, what are they when tried in 
the crucible of modern thought? 

To illustrate: In conversation with a genial yet 
orthodox minister, the Rev. A. D. Finch, once the 
Iowa state evangelist for the Christian denomina- 
tion, I said: “In my search through this vast uni- 
verse, I am unable to find any room for a deity un- 
less it be the spirit of nature (of the universe),” to 
which the good minister gave his unqualified assent, 
saying he too had arrived at the same thought. 
Now here are three of us, the orthodox believer, 
Miss Chapman, and myself, all defining their deity 
in precisely the same terms. Their vagueness be- 
comes apparent when the second taunts the first 


| with a little tin god, and the third with peril to the 


whole cause of humanity. 

It might be profitable for Miss Chapman to ex- 
plain how the spirit of nature can possess attributes 
not inherent in nature itself—how it can be above 
and beyond nature, and she might try to explain 
precisely what she really sees that the Atheist or 
Agnostic does not see, when she looks up into the 
heavens and sees his name there, etc. 

And if Miss Chapman will reflect that modern 
science has thoroughly established the fact that 
ideas grow up through the ages, and are born into 
us with a grim persistence like bones and muscles, 
always more or less modified by the environment 
(teaching, etc.); that they constitute our sole in- 
tellectual individuality, our personality—bearing 
this in mind, Miss Chapman may profit by the 
knowledge that modern thinkers will understand 
exactly the divine presence with which she is sud- 
denly brought face to face when she turns to the 
innermost chambers of her soul and finds them full 
of the god idea. She has only unveiled her lineage 
and environment, her personality, her very self. 
Nothing else can possibly be there, for no idea ever 
penetrates the human brain from any other source. 


It may be no mistake to call it my Lord and my. 


God, but to clothe it with infinit perfection and 
wisdom that never errs is (in my estimation) to fall 
into the one human weakness which, above every 
other folly, has baptized the world in anguish and 
despair—viz., to mistake human ignorance for 
divine wisdom. , 

This brings us to the most vital consideration in 
this whole controversy—viz., the ethical question 
propounded by Miss Chapman ‘herself near the 
close of the November article: “How will it injure 
mankind to look up through the fog of their own 
folly to an infinit wisdom that never errs ° > - 
and to link their feeble efforts with an infinit power 

able to subdue all things to itself?” 

How will it injure mankind? Aye, verily! Let 
the pages of human history furnish the overwhelm- 
ing reply. 

Very naturally that wisdom which never errs has 
always and everywhere furnished creeds for human 
thought, while infinit power has covered the earth 
with costly churches, and divine guidance has led 
the world into the snare of priestcraft and pre- 
tension. — 

It is the identical power that controls all the col- 
leges, ordains armies of preachers and priests, robs 


the people of uncounted millions, creates cardinals. 


and crowns popes. 

It requires a bull-dog at every school-house door 
to keep away its divine presence, and the strong arm 
of the secular law cannot always prevent it from im- 
prisoning Adventists in Tennessee, driving a whole 
race from their homes in Russia, and dispersing the 
world’s great Congress of Freethinkers from Madrid, 
not to mention a hundred lesser evils, such as con- 
fiscating heretical bequests all over England, and 
closing the world’s great fair one-seventh of its time 
to conserve its omnipotent interest. ‘ 

It deludes very good people into the monstrous 
notion that all the world (except themselvs) are 
staggering under awful loads of original sin and 
ineradicable cussedness, as it is now deluding Miss 
Chapman and the great mass of its votaries. 

And having betrayed the people into the disastrous 
error that primitiv ignorance is original sin, it pro- 
ceeds to nail fast the door of their intellectual dun- 
geon with the terrible falsehood that the surest cure 
for original ignorance is not so much a liberal edu- 
cation as baptism into the holy ghost, and unerring 
wisdom always has a snap link for instantaneous 
connection. TENE 

To-day-its whole mighty energy is expended all 
over the earth in the one task of decoying ignorant 
men and frail women into its snare, and to this end 
it employs the most gigantic enginry and the most 
fox-like cunning; and it baits its trap with the 
most tempting illusions—infinit wisdom, mighty 
salvation, and never-ending life; and it throws in a 
robe of respectability and the title of the very elect. 

The result is everywhere the same, viz, to exal 
primitiv ignorance into infinit arrogance. ? 

Italways fires the human heart with a spirit of 
conquest, everywhere adorning its banners withythe 
same despotic legend, « He is able to subdueall things 
to himself,” and no thought of equality can possibly 
consort with its retinue of kings, and lords, and 
masters, and gods. The final result is summed up 
by Miss Chapman: “A universe without a sovereign 
ruler is an unthinkable impossibility” (to any one 
badly linked with infinit wisdom). Of course, it is 
much easier to think of a universe without an ob- 
jectiv existence. 

It is true that by linking our feeble efforts with 
infinit wisdom we easily accomplish some things 
wholly inaccessible to unaided human persuasivness. 
I hav known the few dollars so carefully saved by a 


dutiful father to buy boots for his barefooted boy 
in the dead of a Northern winter—all the money he 
had in the world—to be easily transferred to the 
pocket of the stylish preacher, while the bare feet 
and quivering lips «f the boy and the unavailing 
tears of the father as they fell upon the precious 
coins bore competent testimony to its ample power 
to subdue all things unto itself. 

It can suborn witnesses to testify falsely for itg 
sake, as -Paul and most of the early Christian 
fathers did. It can bribe judges and legislators to 
disregard their oaths and trample their country's 
laws under their feet with easy impunity. Black. 
stone says: “A judge is sworn to decide according 
to the laws of his country, even though contrary to 
his own private opinion. But there are exceptions, 
as when such a verdict clearly contraveneg 
the divine law.” In this latter case he may turn 
traitor, hypocrit, and perjurer, and all because of 
this pitiful linking with some sort of supposed un- 
erring wisdom. 

The unspeakable injury which humanity has suf- 
fered and is yet suffering from this source is con- 
spicuous on every page of human history. Nor do : 
I think it is overlooked even by Miss Chapman, who 


„admits that the most abhorrent tyranny has always 


been ecclesiastical tyranny—that deriving its au- 
thority from unerring wisdom. 

It is, without doubt, the most dangerous way 
that human feet can follow, full of yawning chasms 
and lined with cruel snares, and all its guide- 
boards point a hundred ways, so that the traveler 
in this perilous way is almost certain, sooner or 
later, to go astray. l 

It not only deludes men into every possible ab- 
surdity, but prepares their minds for every form of 
foolishness and folly. It is certainly the father of 
bigotry and mother of credulity, and its companions 
are folly, poverty, and wrong. 

In response to unerring wisdom man has com- 
mitted every conceivable abomination and lent his 
energy to every conceivable crookedness. 

“Divine guidance” has induced fathers to slay 
their sons, burn their wives, and giv away their 
daughters, and caused millions of hapless babies to 
be drowned in sacred rivers, burned in sacred fires, 
and slain in holy sacrifice; and yet every actor in 
all this miserable business has been just as sure of 
his connecting link as A. Augusta Chapman is of 
hers. 

Men hav not stopped with the erection of prisons 
for heretics, but, when “linked to unerring guid- 
ance," they hav cheerfully incarcerated themselvs in 
cloisters, prisons, and dungeons. Not only hav 
they torn the flesh of supposed enemies of God, but 
they hav followed this wretched guide cheerfully 
into self-torture, mutilation, and suicide. Not only 
induced to burn others, but hav been led into such 
utter delusion as to cheerfully burn themselvs at 
the stake. l 

It has despoiled the whole earth of beauty and . 
gladness, to mannfacture harps and crowns for im- 
possible angels in an impossible heaven. Nay, 
more, it created yawning hells and conjured up 
legions of devils to do its wicked work. 

I know Miss Chapman has said that * without 
God and eternal life this world is all a dreary 
muddle.” But Miss Chapman is not the proper 
person to offer such information. I would prefer 
to hear it from the many.among us who hav the 
adequate experience to know whereof they speak; 
from the Ingersolls, the Rowleys, the Putnams, 
etc., to whom there is no God, n^r any eternal life. 
But, alas for Miss Chapman’s philosophy! all these 
are unanimous in their opposit testimony that earth 
is a lovely paradise when relieved of its incubus of 
faith and fear. : 

Wil Miss Chapman undertake to inform us how 
it will imperil the cause of . humanity to even ques- 
tion the existence of a deity or of eternal life? Will 
it impoverish the soil, bankrupt the finances, poison 
the mother's love, or disturb the happy dreams of 
the dimpled cherub at her feet? Is the cause of 
humanity identical with the cause of the church, the 
clergy, and the pope? I concede that it might dis- 
turb the prayer-meeting, dethrone the pope, and 
disinherit the clergy. It might shock the angels, 
kill the devil, and bankrupt the Holy Ghost. But 
how about humanity? Has Miss Chapman never 
yet discovered that man will ever hav his ideals, his 
angels of purity, and paradise of gladness, without 
reference to God, eternal life, or any other freak of 
faith or fiction? Surely they come not from with- 
out, but bud and bloom within the heart itself, the 
simple image of earthly hope and flower of human 
expectation. Part of humanity itself, destined to 
be iorever among the children of men, even though 
God and eternal life should fade away into the 
buried ashes of a dead hope. 

Miss Chapman has in none of her articles even 
mentioned the vital thought that underlies the whole 
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secular philosophy, and I therefore infer she is yet 
a stranger to its deeper meaning, and so excusable 
for repelling it. She may not know that we gladly 
brush away the shadowy forms of far-off hopes, 
only to bring the heart's ideals into living contrast 
with the earthly life. 
`- It may be a new philosophy and perchance a glad 
surprise to Miss Chapman, when she realizes that 
when the whole panoply of the Christian heaven is 
swept from the arena of human thought, its galaxy 
‘of glory simply falls richly over the face of the 
earth, and not a jewel is lost to human hearts. And 
go in the very name of precious humanity itself we 
. urge upon Miss Chapman and others never to forget 
that every angel driven from paradise above reap- 
pears in the homes of men, and every flower plucked 
from the sweet fields of Eden blooms ever brighter 
in richer soil below. S. F. Benson. 
Pierson, Iowa. 


Nature vs. Gods. 


The. untutored Indian feels his dependence on 
the glorious sun, and to him that orb is the Great 
Spirit. The ancients—we know not how many 
thousands or millions of years ago—worshiped 

-the sun, knowing or believing rightly that in its 
.benign power they lived and moved and had their 
being. And what more natural or reasonable? All 
warmth, all vegetation, all life, traced to its influ- 

“ence. When at the autumnal equinox they saw the 
light of the world gradually receding, the earth 
growing colder and darker—suggesting the thought 
that possibly it might go away forever and leave the 
earth and them in eternal night and death—as both 
praise and prayer they built sacred fires on their 
altars and kept them burning. And when on the 
first evidences of the sun’s return, assuring the 
world again of life and plenty, universal festivals 
were held in its honor. How beautiful this nature 
worship! Our Christmas is a perverted survival 
of it. 

The manifestation of the sun-god is visible to all, 
and its benefits impartially bestowed. With this 
god, therefore, there is small room for priestcraft. 
But in process of time designing or crazy men de- 
clared that in dreams and visions they saw or heard 
a monster-god that commissioned them to set up 
altars and command the people to obey them. They 

radually changed the term and sense of sun-god, 

frat to Sun of God, then to Son of God, thereby. 
necessitating a Father God ; and hence the anthro- 
pomorphie God derived from dreams and visions. At 
different times and places the dream-god or gods 
differ in character; but they all giv chance for 
priestly hocus-pocus, senseless theology, and call 
for much sacrifice and revenue. 
. Yo proclaim a god and play its priest is a notable 
method of getting a fat living without toil. The 
priest succeeds in making most folks fear the god 
and credit it with all their woes. All such gods are 
bad, but some are worse than others. Our Bible 
God is.the worst: He isa personification of cruelty, 
with no redeeming trait. He brings upon his 
own creatures slaughterings, drownings, burnings, 
'. famins, pestilences, slavery, and then “laughs at 
their calamities.” This god is supposed to be alto- 
gether supernatural—outside the world of nature; 
a creator so purely good that the sight of his creat- 
ures enjoying themselvs kindles his wrath. In try- 
ing to pacify this God man has always made matters 
worse. The devotees may continue to pray and 
sacrifice and slaughter one another, but the God is 
still seen only in dreams and visions. He is not 
- geen riding the whirlwind that demolishes their own 
altar.. z 

When we.come to think of it, the natural. world 
is a field about large enough for the biggest kind of 
a man to cultivate thoroughly; and the returns are 
better when he confines himself to it. From gods 
come never our weal or our woe, from realms of 
nature all blessings flow. - 

Nature, along with its many rough features, pre- 
sents an unlimited field for delightful study and 
activity. There is nothing supernatural in the work 
of converting marsh and woodland into luxurious 
farms for happy homes, nor in changing the rough- 
ness of Manhattan island into grand streets and 
beautiful parks. There is nothing supernatural in 
all the splendid evidences of human genius and 
progress displayed at our World’s Fair. There is 
no supernaturalness in music, or in other arts and 
sciences that afford us so much enjoyment. 

Man’s greatest drawback to making the best use 
of the things of nature is his belief in some fearful 
supernatural God, who may devour him any minute. 
And he knows most of this king of kings who 
knows the least of natural things. 

* But weak, finite man,” saith the priest, “cannot 
create anything—not even a blade of grass” Well, 
Sir Oracle, does even the pious farmer, when cutting 
a heavier yield of grass in a field which had been 


extra-well manured, think there is any supernatural- 
ism init? Does he attribute his superior potato 
crop to supernatural agency? or, when blight and 
bugs injure it, does he think that his God is doing 
the mischief? When lightning strikes and sets on 
fire his barn, does he fancy his savior playing the 
incendiary? He may, on Sundays, flatter himself 
that he is a believer in an overruling providence, 
but during the rest of the week he doesn’t believe a 
word of it. He sets the trap to catch the skunk 
that misbehaves, and, at nightfall, he bars the door 
*gainst Christian knaves. 

Nature is not altogether unkind. It givs us the 
universal law that, while in health, we do not realize 
the event of death. This merciful law enables us 
to liv as if we were never to die; to go about the 
business of life cheerfully, borrowing no trouble 
about another world. It enables even the average 
Christian in five minutes to forget a terrorizing ser- 
mon, and sit down toa good Sunday dinner with 
as much relish as if he had never heard of a hell. 

Yet the priest makes it his Christian business 
continually to remind us that life is short; that we 
may die within the year—perhaps before another 
sunrise! His croaking does not disturb the strong 
man, however; but he does succeed in fixing a ban- 
ner inscribed, * Death, Judgment, Prepare to meet 
thy God,” as a frontlet before the mind of each 
weak, timid believer, that casts a perpetual shadow 
on the pleasures of life. He thinks to placate his 
God by slandering nature. If there is such a thing 
as blasphemy, he is the blasphemer. ` : 

The same merciful law of nature operates in- 
versely in sickness. As sickness increases, the ap- 
petite for the enjoyments of life decreases. "There 
is no pleasure in a table of luxuries when taste and 
smell are gone. Music givs no joy when the ear 
ceases its function. As the senses become weak 
and dim, resignation naturally follows; and then 
calm peace molds and fixes the last expression of 
the dying one. There has been no thought of meet- 
ing an angry God. It is only when the priest en- 
ters the sick-room with his book of spiritual nos- 
trums that the sick one is alarmed. The priest 
solemnly approaches the patient and, in sepulchral 
tones, asks the weak mortal, whose vision is already 
indistinct, if he can see Jesus—if he is prepared 
to meet his God—as though he is expected, imme- 
diately on drawing his last breath, to engage in a 
wrestling match with a God almighty. 

The priest may get the dying one to repeat, in 
whispers, the stereotyped words, “O Lord, hav 
meréy on me, miserable sinner!” But the ex- 
citement proves too much—the fever increases, 
and there is a corpse on the morrow. Then it is 
proclaimed, with a flourish of lies, that Smith, who 
had not been near a church in twenty years, died 
peacefully in the arms of Jesus. - 

The priest by his conjuring cannot prolong life ; 
he may shorten it. His presence in the sick-room 
only excites the weak, fevered brain of the patient, 
and is positiv cruelty. With no priest there is no 
hell. L. Q. Rxzr. 


Taxation of Churches. 


The New York Constitutional Convention has of 
late had this important question, among others, be- 
fore it. The total value of church property in the 
state, it seems, according to published statistics, is 
$140,123,008, taking the figures from the census of 
1890. The same census, which of course is the latest, 
places the total value of church property in the 
United States at $679,694,439. 

The former saying of President Garfield is cited 
by those who believe that church property should be 
taxed, viz.: “If you exempt the property of any 
church organization, to that extent you impose a tax 
upon the whole community.” But the exemption- 
ists argue that church property is non-productiv, 
and for that reason should be exempt. In reply, 
the non-exemptionists say that a great deal of 
secular property is likewise non-productiv; and 
they add: “But, as a matter of fact, are churches 
wholly unproduetiv? In many of them pews are 


-rented at prices which put them out of the reach of 


all but the more wealthy people of the society, 
making these churches practically club-rooms for 
the rich. Why should they not pay taxes on these 
luxurious apartments of worship? People who 
own clib-rooms, in which they worship, probably, 
just as sincerely on week days, as they and others 
do in the fashionable churches on Sunday, must pay 
taxes on their places of resort; and there is really 
no sound reason why owners of the churches should 
hay more favors than they." — — 

* In another way," they argue, **the churches are 
produetiv. They are collection offices and work- 
shops. In them are gathered most of the moneys 
which pay the salaries of one hundred and twelve 
thousand or more clergymen, and in them these 
clergymen do much of the work which entitles them 
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to the pay. In the buildings owned by these cor- 
porations millions of dollars are annually raised by 
means of pew-rentals, fairs, raffles, meals, collec- 
tions, and subscriptions. How can they be exempt 
on the ground of non-productivity?" But, again, 
the exemptionists claim that churches should not 
be taxed because they exert a great moral influ- 
ence. The non-exemptionists reply: ** Perhaps no 
other ‘argument’ against justice in taxation has so 
much influence on the average man as this, and 
yet no defense of church pauperism could be weaker. 
What can be said for the moral influence of an or- 
ganization which deliberately refuses to pay its just 
dues? Fundamental to all morality is justice. The 
man who will not deal justly with his fellows is not 
moral in any practical way. He may cry aloud for 
morality, and decency, and purity until he is ex- 
hausted, but if he systematically defrauds his neigh- 
bors or denies to them equality of opportunity, he 
is dishonest. It is a hollow mockery to claim that . 
the church is a healthful moral influence, while she 
each year puts her hands into the pockets of the 
people and gets millions of dollars. She owns the 
property, and she should pay the taxes upon it at 
the same rate that the individual citizen is assessed 
for his property.” ' 

. Then it is contended, too, than a fine and costly 
church enhances the value of the adjacent property, 
and for that reason it is just to exempt it from 
taxation. The non-exemptionists here quote from 
Rev. Dr. Wayland's “ Political Economy” as follows : 
* Al] that religious societies hav a right to ask of 
the civil government is the same privileges for 
transacting their own affairs which societies of 
every sort possess. This they hav a right to de- 
mand, not because they are religious societies, but 
because the exercise of religion is an innocent mode 
of pursuing happiness. If it happens accidentally 
that others are benefited, if does not follow that 
they are obliged to pay for this benefit. It cannot 
be proved that the Christian religion needs the sup- 
port of the civil government, since it has existed 
and flourished when entirely deprived of this sup- 
port.” Dr. Franklin once said: * When a religion 
is good I conceive that it will support itself; and 
when it cannot support itself, and God does not 
take care to support it, soits professors are obliged 
_to call for help from the civil power, it is a sign, I 
apprehend, of its being a bad one.” And again Presi- 
dent Garfield said: “The divorce between church 
and state ought to be absolute. It ought to be so 
absolute that no church property anywhere, in any 
state or in any nation, should be exempt from equal 
taxation.” — Banner of Light. 


A Peculiar View of Church and State. 


In the Forum for June the Rev. J. M. Farley, 
Catholic priest, and vicar-general of the diocese of 
New York, givs expression to a peculiar view of 
what constitutes a union of church and state. 
Strange as it may appear, the same idea is held by 
Protestants, even by the most radical National 
Here it is: 

The uuion of church and state is a bugbear in America, 
for the simple reason that not one in a thousand knows 
its meaning. When the state formally names a church . 
the church of the community ruled by the state, builds 
and supports its churches, schools, and charities, pays 
salaries to the clergy, treats with the church authorities 
as to duties and privileges, and has a voice in the appoint- 
ment of church officials, then you hav a union of church 
and state. Such 8 union exists under very few govern- 
ments to-day, and where it does, as a rule, the results are 
often unsatisfactory to the churches. 

Of course the rival churches in America do not 
want to see one church at the head. They there- 
fore use this kind of logic. Union of church and 
state is when one church receives all benefits of 
state patronage. We do not desire this, because 
we want all churches to be recognized! When one 
particular church receives governmental support, it 
is union of church and state; when all churches 
place their nimble fingers in the government till, it 
is not such union. If but one rascal in a commun- 
ity is addicted to stealing, it is theft and should be 
severely panished; but if all the rascals in the 
community steal, it is not theft and should not be 
so designated ! . 

They do not consider that if Christianity is made 
the state religion, it will only be a question of time 
before the most powerful, church will be in the as- 
cendancy. They are quarreling now because the 
Catholics hav received more money for Indian 
schools than the Protestants. If some of our re- 
ligious politicians should be successful in their 
measures they will begin their quarreling in earnest, 
because then the spoils will be greater. 

Des Moines, La. FRANKLIN STEINER. 

Laba S ee eoa M 

It is very, very wicked to wonder if the little son 
Isham, who was driven into the desert to die, is 
now in Abraham’s bosom. 
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News and Notes. 


Sidnaw is a small place in the great lumber re- 
gion of Northern Michigan. The forests stretch 
about it in seemingly endless desolation and grand- 
eur; and it looks as if you were out of the world. 
The hamlet contains about three hundred inhabi- 
tants. It is a new town, and has all the aspects 
‘rude and motley of a frontier settlement. There 
are some fine blocks and pretty houses, shanties 
with one or two rooms, tents, stumps, etc. It is 
five years old, and up to date there is no church 
built or minister resident here. It was quite re- 
freshing to find such a gem of civilization in the 
midst of this mighty wilderness. The people here 
are quite intelligent and progressiv, too much so for 
the clergy to find an abiding-place. Generally 
where thereare half a dozen houses the priest is on 
hand to draw his rations, and take what fat of the 
land there is. Sidnaw so far is fortunate. I do 
not know how long it will escape the plague. 

There was quite a fire here after the arrangements 
had been made for the lectures, sweeping away 
about half the town, I should judge. Among the 
buildings destroyed was the Maccabees’ Hall, where 
I expected to hold forth. The blackened ruins 
made it look at first as if the Freethought cam- 

' paign must be postponed, but Isadore Goulette, 
our pioneer captain at this post, is one of those 
who never giv up, and he determined to hav the 
course of lectures even if they were given out of 
doors beneath the arches of the boundless forest. 
The only place to be secured was the schoolhouse, 
and the use of it was kindly granted for the occa- 
sion. I gave six lectures. The schoolhouse was 
well filled every evening with an equal number of 
ladies and gentlemen. So it seems that the brain 
of woman is fully as large and emancipated as that 
of man in this country where the ax and gun are 
still combating the almost unbroken ranks of pri- 
meval nature. These were the first Freethought 
lectures in this community, and they created quite 
an agitation. Nowhere hav I found more quiet or 
attentiv audiences, although many of them were 
Christians and had never listened to the like before. 
It is evident that for this community a radical and 
far-reaching movement has been started. 

Isadore Goulette and Isadore Caron are our 
leaders at this point. They meant to hav the lect- 
ures even if they paid the entire expenses them- 
selvs; and they did pay the major part of them. 
They are enthusiastic readers and supporters of Tux 
Truru Szzxer, and for this reason are ready to do 
their level best for the Liberal cause. They were 
both baptized into the Catholic church, and hav had 
many varied &nd interesting experiences. They 
were born in Canada, in an almost exclusivly ortho- 
dox community, and hav had to work their own way 
to liberty and to science. They hav learned by 
practical experience, and received their education 


in the struggle of existence and the battle of ideas. . 


They certainly, still in the flush of youth, hav a 
bright career before them in the work for humanity 
and progress. Dr. Wm. McBirney is also a splen- 
did comrade in this campaign. He recognizes the 
demands of science, and is not afraid to say what 
he thinks even if he is in professional life. 

Mr. Ray D. Curtis is another advanced Free- 
thinker, thoroughly up with the times and without 
a particle of superstition, although he inclines to 
the spiritualistic philosophy of the universe. Mrs. 
Ray D. Curtis, Mrs. Isadore Goulette, and other 
ladies I find deeply interested in Freethought. In 
fact, for its size, thisis one of the best Freethinking 
communities I hav labored in. I visited the mill, 
which turns out about seventy thousand feet of 
lumber per day. At present it is running day and 
night. There is also a planing mill here. Timber 
claims are quite valuable in the vicinity. Some hav 
been sold foras high as $18,000. But little farming 
has been done. It is a good place for strawberries 
and potatoes.  Searcely anything else has been 
raised so far. Very little land has been cleared of 
the forest. 

I visited Goulette’s cabin in the woods, which re. 
minds me of Ingersoll’s description of the pioneer’s 
home. Mr. Goulette has taken up & claim and 
intends to liv the free and independent life of a 
farmer. The next time I come here I expect to find 
a welcome in his ferest homestead, where he will 
make the oxen plow and the ax ring. There is ex- 
cellent hunting and fishing about here, and I could 
hav had plenty of fun in that direction.under the 
expert guidance of Isadore Caron if I had been 
versed in these arts. Those who like these things 
could not find a better companion than my friend. 
Ihope Ihav not seen the last of Sidnaw or its 
genial comradeship. I was pleased also to meet 
H. W. James, a reformer and Freethinker of 
many years, and whose name is enrolled with the 
Taura SEEKER corps. 


Ileft it in the middle of the night, Monday, July 
23d, and my birthday. But birthdays do not count 
with me any more. I no longer keep track of time. 


"The best way is to keep young, whatever happens. 


_ I travel through vast regions of wooded land. 
Now and then a village gleams upon the sight. I 
arrive this morning at Sault Ste. Marie, at 10 o’clock, 
nine hours’ ride from Sidnaw. I remain here over 
night, and to-morrow go to Drummond by boat, 
seventy miles. I anticipate a delightful voyage. 

* Soo," as this place is called, is a very pretty 
summer residence. The water prospects about it 
are beautiful. It is a hvely town. The weather is 
cool. The traveling public seem to find ita pleasant 
location. The boats ply in all directions. Over 
across I can see the Canadian shores. 

SauvzL P. Purnam. 


Observations. 

The political suicide of Henry George is an- 
nounced. At a recent mass-meeting held in this 
city for the purpose of expressing sympathy with 
the railroad strikers, Mr. George made a speech in 
which he said that *the right of laborers to work 
for whatever wages they choose must be protected." 
The audience hissed him, and a few days later, after 
due deliberation, the Socialistic labor unions decided 
that he wouldn't do. I would remark that it was & 
noble sacrifice on the part of Mr. George, and that 
such sentiments as he expresses, if rigidly adhered 
to, would not only do away with violence in times 
of labor troubles, but would also keep many a mis- 
guided striker out of the penitentiary. 


After a long time between drinks, the governor 
of South Carolina has reopened his dispensaries. 
It is claimed that the state saloons furnish & better 
article of liquor for the price than private enter- 
prises of the same class, but that claim has still to 
be substantiated. Hav.ng no license to pay for and 
no expense for police protection they can surely afford 
to do a square business. The objection to state 
institutions of this kind is that they ignore the fra- 
ternal principle of liv and let liv. They hav a mo- 
nopoly of the trade, so that in the absence of com- 
petition it will never be learned whether the state 
system is the best or not. In order to demonstrate 
the superiority of the dispensary, it will hav to be 
run alongside the private saloon. Let the state be 
a gentleman and accord to individuals the rights 
which it claims for itself. Giv the other fellows an 
equal chance. If the state dispensary is the best, 
it will survive and competitors will go out of busi- 
ness. If it is not the best, there is no reason why 
it should exist. The question of public or private 
ownership of other large industries might possibly 
be settled in the same way, which is a fair one. 


Col. W. H. Burr, of Washington, D. C, writes: 


For quoting Isaiah xxxvi, 12, on a postal card and 
sending it to a parson the sender has been imprisoned 
and is to be tried for obscenity. I once read that passage 
aloud as it came to my turn in the course of devotional 
exercise—reading and praying—at my brother’s house. 
Three females were present, but I didn’t shirk duty. 

Why not now print it on thousands of postal cards and 
giv it a wide circulation? 


Such experiences are embarrassing, nevertheless. 
I once had to read Romans iv, 19,.in school. The 
teacher was a married lady without children, and 
her name was Sarah, too. It was this which first 
led me to inquire why such a book as the Bible 


should be read in the schcols of our land. The 


climax of this sort of thing has been capped by the 
Rev. Samuel Earngey, of Elgin, Ill, who, on a $50 
wager, read the whole of Numbers xxxi to his con- 
gregation. The chapter, though inspired, is quite 
offensiv to good taste and smell. 

Anyone anxious to go to jail might adopt Mr. 
Burr's suggestion, and print Isaiah’s impurity on 
postal cards for general circulation, but it would 
be more to the point to indict the American Bible 
Society, which is committing a similar offense daily 
and paying the postage. 


C. R. Bennett, of California, has again been shot 
at, his escape trom mortal injury indicating that 
bullets are not directed by any providence to be re- 
lied upon in an emergency. Bennett, who livs in 
Oakland, was formerly western agent of Anthony 
Comstock’s Society for the Suppression of Vice. 
He is from New York, where, it is reported, he held 
the office of secretary of the Young Men’s Christian 
Assoc'alion. This report may be untrue, but there 
is nothing in Bennett's career to contradict it. 
When Bennett went West, he left a wife in the 
East. In Oakland he represented himself as un- 
married, and his first exploit out there was the 
seduction of a school-girl named Gray. Like the 
Breckinridge-Pollard arrangement, it involved a 
promis to marry, but the wedding being long de- 


ferred the girl’s parents organized an exploring ex- 
pedition and found Bennett's wife. The girl did 
not bring suit for damages; she took a very sensible 
course, forbidding him to again visit her, and’ pro- 
curing employment for her own support. Then the 
villain blackmailed her; lied about her in the church 
of which he was a deacon, and endeavored by this 
means to force her into her former position toward 
him. Old man Gray appealed to him to let the girl 
alone, but he was altogether too mehh a person to 


do that, so the parent pulled a gun and begah 


pumping lead at him. Unfortunately Gray is half 
blind, which rendered his aim inaccurate. Bennett 
sustained no injury, but Gray was arrested’ for 
assault, and . during the trial the facts came out. ` 
The jury acquitted the old man. Thereafter Deacon 
Bennett pursued the girl as before, and whenever 
she found a place he visited her employers and pro- 
cured her dismissal by representing her as an im- 
moral person. If J remember the circumstances as 
they were, he prevented her from obtaining a 
teacher's berth in the Oakland schools. . At the 
same time he tried to bribe her to accept him again 
as her “friend.” Latterly, the public has got on to 
Deacon Bennett's curves, and not long ago he was in- 
continently ejected from the establishment of a firm 
of stationers in whose employ Miss Gray happened at 
that time to be. I judge, however, that his sneak- 
ing tactics hav not been abandoned, as the. papers 
state that. on Saturday last the elder Gray opened 
fire on him again, slightly wounding him in the 
side. If there is a good occulist on the coast I be- 
lieve that the public would remunerate him for fix- 
ing Mr. Gray's eyes so that next time he could hit 
his man at a vulnerable point. et 
My Western experience included an episode in 
which this Bennett figured. He came to one of 
Putnam’s lectures with Clark Braden in tow, and 
demanded a hearing for that notorious swashbuck- 
ler. Putnam was discoursing on Genesis and geol- 
ogy, and did not care to be interrupted; besides, 
he declined to occupy the same platform with 
Braden. In answer to Bennett’s inquiry why, 
Putnam candidly said that Braden was a liar and a 
rascal. At that Braden started up the aisle toward 
the front and I wandered after him. If he had 
attempted to reach the platform I was prepared to 
nail him, and there would hav been perspiration- 
shed on the spot. Before he had gone far somebody 
suggested that the matter of listening to Braden be 
put to vote, which was done, all voting nay except 
Bennett. Both then made their escape, and the 
lecturer concluded his remarks. Bennett is now 
referred to as-ex-agent of the vice society, but he 
ought to be reinstated, because in that position he 
might sometime run against an independent Cali- 
fornian who knows how to hold a gun. i 


How many people are there in the world who, if 


‘asked the meaning of the word “labor,” would de- 


fine it as “a term which, in a commercial sense, may 
represent value, condition, or quantity?” Just one, 
I think—to wit, Mr. Chas. O. Hays, of Locust Corner, 
Ohio. And how many, having listened to such a 
definition, would know any more about labor than 
they did before? None, in my opinion—certainly 
not the undersigned. The same definition applies 
to capital, to raw or manufactured material, to com- 
merce, or anything else. I hold that that is nota 
good definition of one word which defines with equal 
exactness all the other words in the class to which it 
belongs. The simplest definition of labor is work; . 
but the word has been more or less modified by 
custom. There is a very familiar figure of rhetoric 
known a8 metonymy—that is, the calling of one 
object by the name of another that sustains some 
relation to it. It is never misunderstood. For ex- 
ample, when we say that people are suffering for 
bread, we mean food; the power of gold means the 
power of money; the crown means the king, and 
the administration means the president. In the 
same manner a labor parade is a procession of 
laborers, a labor union is a combination of laborers, 
the labor vote consists of the ballots cast by labor- 
ers, the importation of labor is the bringing hither 
of laborers; and, also, free trade in labor is the 
absence of a tariff on laborers. Is there a tariff on 
laborers? The secretary of the board of immigra- 
tion commissioners at this port informs me that 
there is not. The case, then, is this: That while 
the workingman must sell his labor for the same 
price as the foreigner, the manufacturer may charge 
the foreigner’s price for his goods with the tariff 
added. Let us reverse the point and see whether 
Mr. Hays can feel it. To illustrate, then, impose a 
thousand dollars’ tariff on every workingman brought 
to this country, and take all tariff off imported goods. 
Then we would hav the laborer where the manu- 
facturer now is, and the manufacturer would oc- 
eupy the present position of the laborer, as regards 
the tariff. Since Mr. Hays contends that protection 
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for manufactures means protection also for labor; 
and that free trade in labor is possible only when 
accompanied by free trade in its products, will he 
hold that, under the reversed order, trade in labor 
would be free and manufacturers protected? If 
hot, why not? l 


One of the Nine Demands of Liberalism makes 
the point that chaplains should be abolished from 
penitentiaries and other penal institutions. Perad- 
venture it will become necessary to add a proviso to 
the same, exempting from its operations such chap- 
lains as get there by due process of law. In the 
East river, a few miles from its mouth, is an island 
called Blackwell’s, the site of a big jail, where New 
York city’s petty offenders serve out the sentences 
imposed by the police courts. It is quite a popu- 
lous resort, and has a chaplain in the person of the 
Rev. Cecil Pennyngton Wilson, a clergyman of the 
Protestant Episcopal denomination. These remarks 
are preliminary to the statement that a few days 
ago the Rev. Mr. Wilson took a day off from the 
duties of his holy office and came to the city for 
spiritual and intellectual repose. Nobody knows 


where he got it, but within a few hours he acquired’ 


a phenomenal load of whisky. Stationing himself 
at the corner of a street and an avenue uptown, he 
placed his hands beneath his clerical coattails and 
showed the nativs how to dance. As this seemed 
to please his auditors, who soon numbered some 
hundreds, he broke forth into song also, and then, 
by way of a collection, he hugged as many of the 
females in his congregation as would permit him to 
do so. A papist policeman interrupted the services 
by arresting Mr. Wilson, but the latter was agile 
and long-legged, and would hav effected his escape, 
but he had the misfortune to collide with a pillar of 
the elevated railroad. After that he went willingly 
to the station-house, praising the Lord all the way, 
and dropping asleep immediately upon his arrival. 
With waking came remorse and a fine of $10. But 
the Rev. Mr. Wilson was broke, and his pride prê- 
‘vented him from sending for a friend, so that there 
was nothing in view for him but a return to Black- 
well's island asa member of his own flock. He 
had the presence of mind to. point out to the justice 
this complicated state of affairs. It could not be 
expected of a clergyman, he said, to occupy a pulpit 
and a pew at the same time. 
point, and considerately remitted the fine. 
So the question of state-paid chaplains in penal 
institutions remains unsettled. While I am a thor- 
ough Secularist in this respect, I am not .rabid 
enough to deny that under some circumstances 
their presence there is necessary to the maintenance 
of good order outside. Gzo. E. MACDONALD. 


. Zacharias and His Baby. 


A certain priest named Zacharias, pious— 

Says Luke, was blest with an Elysian vision. 

His wife a daughter was of Aaron—barren— 

And both were superannuated, fated, ° 

As it might seem, to hav no baby—may-be. 

So when he saw this angel, apparition, vision, 

Or ghost, it only made his trouble double, 

Until the angelic message, presage 

Of yet an heir, made ail his sadness gladness. à 

* And thou shaltcall him John," this cad-head added. 

Yet somewhat doubting Zacharias’ pious 

Requests some sign to what was spoken, token 

In hand, earnest of promis, something, dumb thing! 

Why, Jam Gabriel! No higher flier 

Flaps wing, for I am chief of Wingdom’s kingdom. 

You wish a sign! well, from my spirit hear it! 

Signs, signs shall be your language, wholly, solely. 

The ghost then spread his wings and tail to sail to 

His happy nativ home in Wingdom’s kingdom, 

And left that ancient Zacharias pious, 

Than even that unborn on-comer, dumber. ; 

Now came the infant’s time of christ’ning, list'ning 

. In vain, sat speechless Zacharias pious, 

Relations—uncles, aunts, and cousins, dozens 

Had come to feast and make it very merry. 

These chose the name of its own father, rather 

Than that of distant kin; the mother other. 

*' Tt must be John,” she cried, ‘‘sweet, bonny Johnny.’ 

** What do you mean by this coghomen, woman! 

Not of the infant's kindred many, any 

Was ever called by this cognomen, woman!” 

Then they made signs to Zacharias pious. 

That he himself should do the naming, aiming 

That they should thus shead of Betsy get—see? 

Then he made signs, his fingers going, showing 

That he would do so if he might in writin’. 

And then that good old Zacharias pious, 

Did write, without a flaw or single jingle, 

“ His name is John,” just as that cad had added. 

Forthwith his mouth he opened quickly slickly; 

He praised, prayed, preached completely neatly; 

Sang sweetly meetly, and discretely featly. 

Now I, like good old Zacharias pious, 

Hav (being likewise smitten) written, , 

And fancy I can feel my hearing clearing 

To catch the notes of no archean pean— 

The future age with Joyous singing ringing. 

But I would acorn to call a baby ** Gaby.” 

After that avgel of untender gender, 

That Magpie of the Christian churches’ perches. 
J. K. P. Barns. 


The court saw the 


- | isters, neither of whom is very fond of Paine. 


Progress of Our Missionary Work. 
When any one sends us one dollar with the re- 
quest that we mail a copy of * The Age of Reason” 
to each of the eight addresses of ministers, deacons, 


| elders, and other Christians which accompany the 
money, we are sure that our correspondent is alive | 


to the importance of disseminating good Liberal 


literature among church members and other relig- 


ious believers. No better work for this purpose 
could be selected than the book we are scattering in 
this way from ocean to ocean. We print below a 
few of the letters which hav lately come to our 
desk freighted with dollars and names: 


‘New York, July 21, 1894, 

‘*Frrenp Maoponatp: I feel like chipping in $1 to 
that TRUTH SEEKER missionary scheme, but I will leave it 
to you as to where the tracts are to be sent. 

i “E. B. Foorz." 

Hight of the representativs of the Court of Hea- 
ven who are located in. this city were made the 
recipients of Dr. Foote's thoughtful kindness and 
untiring zeal. "e 
‘t MARTIN’S STORE, ILL., July 16, 1894. 

**EprroR TaurH SeeKeER: Inclosed please find $1 for 
Paine’s ‘Age of Reason,’ to be sent to the persons 
named herein. Wa. Nison.” 

t SAVANNAH, Mo., July 16, E.M. 294. 

** Mr. Eprror: I inclose $1 for the ‘Age of Reason’ 
to the inclosed names. I regard this as a grand scheme 
and will probably contribute more to it. Also inclose $1 
for ten church property taxation pamphlets to myself. 

: “Wu, Cook." 

** Mg. Eprror: Within please find $2—one apply on 
my subscription, and for the other send as directed eight 
copies *Ageof Reason. ` OuzsrER BEDELL,” 

‘t KEARNEY, NEB., July 14, 1894. 

“Mr. E. M. Macbonatp—Dear Sir: I would like to 
take advantage of your liberal offer in TRUTH SEEKER of 
July 7th, so inclosed you will find $1, for which please 
send ‘Age of Reason’ to eight names given. : : 

** Respectfully, O. F. Rosmson.” 


“La Rug, O., July 20, 1894. 
“Mr. E. M. MaopoNAnLD—JDedr Sir: Find inclosed 
$2; also sixteen names, to each of which please send one 
copy of that grand eye-opener, Thomas Paine’s ‘Age of 
Reason.’ I consider this the grandest missionary scheme 
that was ever started in the cause of Freethought. Once 
you get the people to read the other side and do their 

own thinking, the priest'sjob is gone. Henry Wurm." 


‘WATERTOWN, MINN., July 19, 1894. 

“Mr. E. M. MacpoNarp: Dear Sir: Seeing your gen- 
erous offer in Taz TaurH SEEKER of July 7th, I take 
advantage of it and inclose you $1, for which please send 
by return mail one copy of Thomas Paine's ‘Age of 
Reason ’ to each of the addresses accompanying this. 

** You will notice that I hav down the names of two min- 
One day 
I heard one speaking against Paine and Voltaire, and I 
asked him if he had ever read any of Paine's writings. 
He said that he had not and I should judge that the other 


.| one is not any more enlightened, but if they will read 


the ‘Age of Reason’ perhaps 8 ray of light may pene- 
trate the orthodox fog that clouds their brains. Hoping 
that your offer will be taken advantage of by all who can 
afford it, and that it will accomplish much good, I remain 
yours for truth and reason, Jonn P. THORNQUEST.” 
This i3 encouraging. One “Age of Reason” 
shall put to confusion ten thousand Bibles—to 
slightly change a scripture hyperbolism and bring 


it more nearly into harmony with reason and facts. 
: ss 


Time to Be Moving. 

The readers of Tur Trur Srzkrs are all suffi- 
ciently informed of the facts in the case of Mr. J. 
B. Wise, the last arrest of a Liberal under the Com- 
stock obscene literature mail law. They know that 
this earnest, wide-awake worker was confined dur- 
ing four long weeks, between the ninth of June 
and the middle of July, in jail at Leavenworth, 
Kansas, for mailing a postal card containing only a 


quoted extract from the Old Testament. He is now | 


out on bail through the kindness of his Liberal 
brother, George Harrison, of Clay Center, Kansas, 
awaiting trial in October next. The National De- 
fense Association has held two meetings to consider 
what ought to be done in this matter, and has de- 
cided that it is time to make a general call upon 
the Liberals of the country to stand by the one in 
distress. It is not only necessary thut we should 


do all that can be done to prevent injustice and j 


punishment being inflicted upon Mr. Wise, but it is 
also important that this event should be made use 


of to create as much discussion as possible as to the ; 


moral quality and character of scriptural texts and 


the question whether millions of books should be 
distributed in the hands of young and old if one 
brief verse here or there may be bad enough to 
cause the imprisonment of a, man who quotes and 
sends it by mail. A good many very interesting . 
problems and opinions will be likely to be brought 
out in the full and wide discussion of this affair. 
If the Liberals of the country will provide a liberal 
fund for offense as well as defense, it would be eñ- 
ployed as judiciously as we know how to awaken 
public sentiment previous to the trial and to defend 
Mr. Wise on trial.. There are practically only 
about two months to work in, and therefore we re- 
quest an immediate response to this call for sub- 
scriptions from all who are willing to chip in and 
lend a hand in making this a celebrated case. The 
chip is knocked off our shoulder and it is time to 
show what we are good for. It is some time since 
we hav had such a fight on hand, and really a long 
time since the Liberals hav been called on for any 
subscription to the Defense Fund. Subscriptions 
may be forwarded directly to Taz Txaurg SEEKER 
office or to E. B. Foorz, Jr., Sec. N. D. A., 
120 Lexington ave., New York city. 


The newspapers say that in Muncie, Indiana, the 
preachers and Christian Endeavorers hav had an 
ordinance passed requiring all business houses to 
be closed on Sunday. This is a mistake; the 
churches are running wide open morning, afternoon, 
and evening, and reliable reports state that the 
proprietors ate taking in more than the usual re- 
ceipts owing to the cutting off of competition. 


We are informed that the audiences at the 
Moody services at the capital * were almost entirely 
made up of church members.” This would seem to 
indicate that even that popular expounder of the 
word cannot alwaysreach the “unchurched masses,” 
a majority of whom are already Christians, but 
are not inclined to “work at their religion.” The 
old fanatical zeal grows weaker and weaker, and it 
is well for the race that it does. A nobler enthu- 
siasm is taking its place. 


Among the two hundred men, women, and chil- 
dren “ converted ” at the Moody revival in Washing- 
ton, how many were converted to Christianity from 
any other great world religion or from Infidelity? 
Possibly one or two; probably not any. What 
does the “conversion” mean, then? Simply that 
two hundred Christians, not members of any church 


|immediately preceding their “change of heart,” hav 


been induced to affiliate with Christian organiza- 
tions, and that some of them will, for a time, at 
least, attempt to order their lives more in harmony 
with those social precepts which the church has ap- 
propriated from the common store of human ethics 
and now claims as her private property. But most 
of the “ saved ” souls will be content with a tempo- 
rary outward observance of certain fashionable con- 
ventions which hav little if any relation to essential 
conduct, while nearly all of them will be made more 
intolerant of differences of opinion and consequently 
less just in their dealings with their non-believing 
or differently-believing fellows. 
pa T UReLMEO E 


S. P. Putnam’s Lecture Appointments. 


Neillsville, Wis., Aug 246. 

Whitehall, Wis., Aug. 7-9. 

Fargo, N. Dak., Aug. 11-14. 

Crookston, Minn., Aug. 15-17, 

Hoople, N. Dak. Aug. 18-21. 

Fort Maginnis, Mont , Aug. 26th to Sept. 10th. 

From July to September 10th in Iowa, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dgkota, and Montana. 
Those in Washington and Oregon desiring lectures 
during September and October will please address S. P. 
Putnam, in care of E. O. Reichwald, 284 South Water 
street, Chicago, Til. - 


Tez Freethinkers of Kansas will hold a convention in 
Lawrence, Kan., September 0th-0th, Preparations are 
being made to ‘hav ita grand success. Excellent speek- 
ing and singing will be the distinctiv features of the 
occasion. Many Freethinkers—Agnostics, Spiritualists, 
and Liberals of other shades—hav signified their inten- 
tion of being present and participating in the delibera- 
tions of the convention. Kansas is having good crops 
this year and, notwithstanding the calamity of the great 
strike, its people are hopeful and look forward to better 
times in the not distant future. W. S. Bell is now lect- 
uring in Kansas, helping to prepare the minds of the 
Liberals for the coming intellectual feast. His address 
is 114 East Fourth street, Topeka, Kan. f 
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betters of Ariends. 


Two Years and Eight Ages. 
Rivezway, N. Y., July 15, 1894. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find $6, for which 
please credit my subscription for THE 
TRUTH SEKKER for two years and send $1 
worth of ‘‘ Paine’s Age of Reason” to the 
- addresses given. I write hoping some 
good may result. Geo. L. PRATT. 


Somewhat Liberal Out There. 
New CAMBRIA, Kan., July 15, 1894. 

Mx. Eprtor: Baseball playing has been 
all the rage here on Sundays this summer 
and spring. The church people did con- 
siderable growling in the early part of 
spring, through the local papers, about it. 
At this time the boys had their play- 
grounds away down on the prairie among 
the coyotes, but later they secured 
grounds almost under the nose of the 
church, as it were. A few years ago a like 
attempt was made, but was suppressed by 
the strong arm of the law -by fining the 
boys, How times hav changed! When 
popular opinion is against church rule she 
is as harmless as a lamb; when in her 
favor she is ferocious as s lion. The boys 
drew immense crowds to witness their 
games, and hence the church’s lamblike 
disposition. She hoped that by such a 
course she could induce the boys to drop 
their nickels in the slot. 

f Joun W. AsBgorT. 


An “Original” Freethinker. 
HawxiNs, N. Y., July 17, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Although I am somewhat 
tardy this year in my remittances, I be- 
lieve it is the first time since I hav been a 
subscriber. I would hav sent my sub- 
scription before, but I wanted to take your 
offer and hav my name inscribed on the 
everlasting monument of that grand and 
good man, Samuel P. Putnam, ‘‘Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought," therefore I 
inclose $6.50. I wish you would see to it 
that the name of my father, William 
Thompson Galloway, is placed there also. 
He has subscribed for the book. He has 
been a Freethinker for the last forty years 
or more. His Freethought was ‘‘ original,” 
I hav heard him say that he was of that 
belief for twenty years before he knew 
there was another person in the world who 
believed as.he did. He had never seen a 
Freethought tract or publication of any 
character. He has probably read the Bible 
through more times than Talmage has, and, 
that is the cause of his Freethought. 

Wu. S. GALLOWAY. 


Mortuary—Joseph Maxwell Libby. 
Hastines, Pa., July 16, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: A good man, a stanch 
Freethinker, and a redical has disappeared; 
a busy, activ life on earth is stilled. Joseph 
Maxwell Libby was born in Saco, Maine, 
June 17, 1810, and passed away June 9, 
1894, at 11 P.M., at his home near Hastings, 
Pa.. His sickness was short ; he took to his 
bed but two weeks before his death, which 
was peaceful and without a struggle. He 
became unconscious several hours before 
passing away. 

He received but 8 common school educa- 
tion, but being very fond of reading he 
soon evoluted into more light and became 
a Freethinker of the broadest and most 
advanced type. Though quiet and unas- 
suming in manner he was always among 
the advance guard in reform, ready to ac- 
cept any truth and to aid in any cause 
tending to free the race from any and all 
forms of superstition and tyranny. He 
was a great reader, having a library of 
history and the various reforms of dur 
time, and was familiar with most of them. 

He left a wife, eighty-six years of age, 
and two sons, besides other relative. The 
funeral was held at Chest Springs, Wednes- 
day, June 11th, Mr. Dawson officiating. 
Our friend was a firm believer in immor- 
tality. Liberal, just, and charitable to all 
is the record of Mr. Libby. 

Suz Downey. 


Will Not Co-operation of Ranchmen 
Solve the Problem ? 
FaxETTE, Ipa., July 13, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $6.50. This 
is for a year’s subscription and Brother 
Putnam’s great book. Procrastination is 
the thief of time, and I hav had to let her 


procrastinate, and now I am obliged to let 
some others wait for that which is due 
them, so that we can hav our names en- 
rolled with, I hope, three thousand others 
in this book of all books. There are quite 
a number of Liberals in this vicinity and 
there could be a very good society organ- 
if only some lecturer would come this 
way. Yet hard times are here, made 
harder by the monkeying with the wool 
tariff, as there are a great many sheep 
raised on our hills. Then we hav a cussed 
corporation that has dug a ditch and wants 
to control all the land under and above it. 
By unscrupulousness and misrepresenta- 


digging an independent ditch. The strike 
tied up the railroad, but as it happened 
there was not much fruit to ship. If the 
government would pay more attention to 
the water question and not delay in dig- 
ging ditches in the arid region, so that the 
farmers could own. the water with the 
land and hav to pay only for maintaining 
the canal they would be more prosperous 
and happy. As it now is, no man with 
limited means can open out a sage brush 
ranch and pay the assessments now asked, 
with the prospects of having to pay more, 
and be happy or independent in five years, 
say. Some think that this corporation 
is a lamb, but they are sure to find it 
another Pullman in its demands, Yours 
for liberty, Dr. A. A. BRAUTHOOVER. 


How Would They Vote? 

Uxan, Oar, July 10, 1894... 
Mr. Eprron: You will recollect the little 
package of seven books which I got from 
your office some eight months since con- 
sisting entirely of Old Testament Illustra- 
ted, as a trial package in the retail trade. 
Well, six of the seven were disposed of to 
different individuals of. professed Liberal 
sentiments, and men of families. Two 
were sold on time, but instead of pay for 
the books forthcoming, one of them has 
been returned, with the statement that the 
purchaser’s wife insisted on its removal 
from the house. The other man has just 
informed me that his wife holds a standing 
threat over him that if he ever pays for 
that book she willleave him, and if she can 
get sight of old man McCowen she will 
throw the book at his head. This givs 
you & glimps of the status of the retail 
trade of Liberal literature in this vicinity 
and the spirit manifested in opposition to 
its distribution, and against any one who 
may engage in the line of missionary work. 
Whoever engages in it puts himself very 
much in the position of him who throws 
pearls before swine. Of course, Brother 
Putnam’s narrow escape in our court- 
house escapade and the narrow escape from 
a general conflagration of our forty thou- 
sand dollar court-house has not been for- 
gotten ; and, of course, such occurrences 
and similar incidents are well calculated to 
stir up our ‘‘pure minds by way of re- 
membrance,” and likewise to prove to a 
demonstration that the opponents of Free- 
thought are determined it shall not be for- 
gotten, or at least the spirit which hereto- 
fore has prompted these deeds of ostracism 
and persecution shall still be fanned and 
kept alive. Therefore, it would seem to 
me thatit would be well for Liberals to 
take our opponents at their word, and at 
least not leave them the privilege of saying 
we are treating them. with silent contempt. 

Yours for reform, Taos. MoCowzx. 


“ Labor? Defined. 


Locust Corer, O., July 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: In Tae TRUTH Szexcer of 
July 7th, friend George Macdonald asks 
two questions of me, namely: 

1. What did I suppose he meant by 
‘* free trade in labor ?” 

2. What do I mean by ‘‘no free trade in 
labor?” 

I reply that before I had read his re- 
marks in the last issue I supposed he meant 
precisely what he said, viz., free trade in 
Tabor ; but since he has explained that he 
meant the absence of a tariff on immi- 
grants, that supposition is no longer ten- 
able. Icould not assume that free labor 
meant free laborers, any more than he 
would assume that free wheat would mean 
free harvesting machinery, 

A laborer, according to my understand- 
ing, is an individual who performs labor; 
while labor is a term which, in a commer- 
cial sense, may represent value, condition, 


tion it has so far kept the farmers from: 


or quantity. A piece of unmined iron ore 
is of little or no value, but when changed 
by labor into watch-springs may represent 
thousand of dollars. 

Thus we may assume that labor repre- 
sents an average of 90 per cent of all 
value; and if we admit foreign goods free 
of duty we shall hav free trade in labor, 
but upon no other conditions. 

The bundle of foreign manufactured 
goods contains a certain value in labor al- 
ready performed, which might otherwise 
hav been performed in America, and lessens 
by its own amount the opportunities of 
American labor to obtain employment. 

That the portion of our labor which is 
done abroad cannot be done here would 
seem to be an axiom needing no demon- 
stration, and a tariff levied upon the fruits 
of foreign labor is a tariff on labor itself, 
rendering free trade in labor an impossi- 
bility. Cuas. O. Hays. 


There is Some Growth. 
Norta Benton, O., July 16, 1894. 

Mr. EDITOR: THE TRUTH SEEKER is a 
great lever to break the -power of the 
clergy. I hav seen a revolution in religious 
dogma; I hav seen the time when Infidels 
were tarred and feathered and ridden on a 
r&ilin this township. There is a revolu- 
tion in that respect here. Few hold to the 
religious dogmas now but the low in intel- 
lect. I hay seen the time here that most 


any average Christian would swear in court 


that he would not believe an Infidel. I hav 


heard them asked the reason they could | 


not be believed, and the answer was that 
they did not believe the book called the 
Bible. But times are not what they were. 
I hav heard a preacher, who was also a pro- 
fessor in Hiram College, at Hiram, O., say 
in his sermon that man had au environment 
greater than that of any other sentient 
being, and beyond that environment he 
knew nothing; there was a veil, and be- 
yond that veil he knew nothing; and he 
also said, in connection with that subject, 
that the scientific men of this age had 
demonstrated facts contrary to former 
Biblical theoriés, and they were all skepti- 
cal. He also said that their best clergymen 
in Cleveland had attended Liberal lectures, 
and hetold his congregation the next Sun- 
day that he heard arguments that he could 
not answer. I told the clergyman at the 
close of his sermon that if he keptori preach- 
ing such sermons he would hav his congre- 
gation Infidele. He said that he hoped 
not, but the Bible must be taken in a dif- 
ferent light from that in which it had been 
viewed formerly. There are indications 
of the dropping off of the divinity of the 
Bible. We can see that a great majority of 
the adherents to the church are such to 
hide some meanness and dump their wick- 
edness on some scapegoat, as taught in the 
Book. The divinity part of the Bible, in 
my judgment, was conceived in fraud. 
Why not teach the peopls to do right for 
the love and beauty of doing right? ` 
CHESTER BEDELL. 


Outdoes Brother Peck. 
July 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I do not wish to interfere 
with the discussion of Messrs. Peck and 
Perry, but I feel that Brother Peck is 
quite lame in his reasoning as well as an 
illiberal Liberal; and as he seems to sit 
at ease on scientific positivness, I wish to 
ask him some questions for my own in- 
formation, the answers to which I cannot 
otherwise obtain. 

Iam an idiotic Agnostic Materialist, be- 
lieving in no personal or individual god, 
devil, ghost, witch, or hoodoo; neither do 
I accept the truthfulness of the miraculous 
conception, Jonah, Samson, or rib stories, 
but am rather a believer in attraction, re- 
pulsion, and some few other forces said to 
exist, and to settle my mind on the subject 
more fully I wish Mr. Bock would explain 
to my rather incomprehensiv intellect 
what attraction is, for if it is anything it 
must be something and hav materiality, 
‘dimensions, etc., and take up some part of 
space. I wish to know how it looks, feels, 
or tastes, also how it smells—whether 
beautiful as a rose, sickly as a dead car- 
cass, or ‘‘ divine" as a death-bed repent- 
ance? Has it weight or tangibility, 
and can it be compressed or expanded, 
and. what is its analysis? When a boy I 
used to hear my teacher say, ‘‘ Matter is 
classed in three divisions—solids, liquids, 
and gaseous;” and I know not which head 


sword of mortality. 


covers attraction, repulsion, the centrip- 
etal and centrifugal forces, neither polar- 
ity, mesmerism, and some other things 
that both Webster and science undertake 
to explain, but which, like a ‘‘ spirit,” are 
too abstruse for my understanding, Ip it 
not a fact that science hides itself behind 
s mountain of words in telling us many 
truths, yet leaves us in the dark as to the 
nature rather than the effects of many 
things? : . 

I know not how the variegated rose de- 
rives its kaleidscope of colors from the 
same root, soil, moisture, atmosphere, 
and really would like Brother Peck to-ex- 
plain. I know nature is a grand old 
mother. 

The theory of sound waves which 
enable us to hold conversation through 
brick walls is good but not satisfactory to 
my reason; we recognize thé voice of a 
friend through the telephone, yet science 
does not explain why the peculiarity of — 
voices. Should I catch Mr. Peck in Chi- 
cago and ask him to describe to me his 
home in Buffalo, would not his mind 


seemingly hav to return to Buffalo before 


he could giv me anything of a description? 
Why need the store-house of memory 
“take á walk ” (if it does) before. it can giv 
a reflectiv answer? 

Mr. Peck says, ‘‘I never had an oppor- 
tunity to investigate Spiritualism,” and. 
from his own words I condemn him as an 
iliberal Liberal, for he has no right to 
take what others may say pro or con ona 
subject he knows nothing of personally 
and condemn it, when he has every.chance 
to learn the truth of the subject for him- 
self. Four years ago I was forced to ac- 
knowledge from personal observation the 
truthfulness of spirit phenomena (although 
I had discovered frauds), but being very 
skeptical, I reasoned that it might not be 
caused by *'spirits," but the reflex of my 
own brain or knowledge or from other : 
laws of nature unknown to me and per- 
hap8 unknown to science, for I hav long 
since thought that: what man really knows 
compared to what he does not know is like 
a molehill to a mountain. I wish to re- 
mind Mr. Peck that I am not a full-fledged 
spiritist, but still an investigator, and wish 
him or some other learned scientist to tell 
me how it is that public lecturers from 
Maine to California, who a no way of 
knowing me from other idiots in their 
audiences, pick me out, leave their ros- 
trum, and come to me, saying: ‘‘ Your son 
Frank sends me to tell you he is here and 
wishes to tell you that he is always with 
you.”. Also I hav often had old friends 
and relativs, many of whom I had nearly 
forgotten, come (or said to ‘‘be here”) 
and tell their names and incidents in 
their lives that ‘‘stagger my understand- 
ing,” and I wish Mr. Peck to explain 
whence comes the intelligence. How can 
they tel me where I will be on a certain 
day, which invariably comes true, when I 
had no such thought at the time. I be- 
lieve in more than three divisions of mat- 
ter and that what is called spirit is but a 
certain consistency of matter of which 
science has not yet learned. If Spiritual- 
ism is true, every thing as well as man 
livs in the shadowy future in an evoluted 
state and much more refined and perfected 
than in earth life. My spirit friends seem 
to know of no god, devil, or savior, and 
say there is no literal heaven or hell, but 
that with spirit eyes they can see, spirit 
skulls can think, and if John Peck is not 
fully intelligent and perpetually ‘‘flavored” 
he can by the law of evolution hav 4 
** chance for his life” and continue toward 
perfection after death, and never will hav 
to fry in an orthodox hell in obedience to 
the dictates of. pope or vicegerent of 
Jehovah. f 

How beautiful, if true, to know that we 
are to clasp glad hands with those loved 
ones from whom death has separated us; 
to impress a loving kiss upon a remem- 
bered mother, who so fondly nursed us at 
her bosom in earth life! How cheerful the 
evoluted songs of birds as they perch upon 
the more perfected branches of spiritual 
trees that know no decay! Can it be 
thus? 

Brother Peck, let us investigate and hope 
that no hell is to torture an innocent 
darling, forced by the hand of nature into 
an eternal damnation; neither that moth- 
er’s love is to be cleft asunder by the 
A, D. Swan. 


The God of Moses. 
Rari» River, Miom., July 16, 1894. 

Mz. Eprron: In reading the old Mosaic 
legends it cannot escape the notice of any 
tritical reader that the acts for which God 
rewarded and applauded his favorits would 
send them to the penitentiary to-day. 
And these acts must hav been looked upon 
äs crimes in all ages and among all classes 
of men. We believe the explanation is: 
this: Moses worshiped the serpent, which 
he believed to be the incarnation of evil, 
and naturally he believed that evil was 
what he approved. : 

Although Bibles are plentiful, few read 

. them except Freethinkers, and in support 
of our position we will recount a few of the 
acts done by God's favorits. ; 

Abraham made a journey into Egypt, 
and while there his aged wife, Sarah, be- 
cause of her beauty caught Pharaoh’s eye 
and he inquired of Abraham who she was, 
and Abraham said she was his sister, and 

"Pharaoh took her to wife. As s on as 
Pharaoh discovered the fraud he, like an 
honorable, upright man, returned her. 
Pharaoh and all his house were punished 
for his honorable conduct, while the liar 
Abraham was comforted with great. 
promises. All this occurred over again 
with Abimelech, king of the Philistines, 
and again the honorable king was punished 
and the lying rascal Abraham rewarded. 
God's punishment of Abimelech was some- 
thing very remarkable (Gen. xx, 13). As 
. far as satisfying justice went, God's judg- 
ment might as wel] hav lighted on a grind- 
stone. But had this attempt to palm off 
his octogenarian wife as his sister on an 
unsuspioious man been proved in any of 
our police courts, the father of the faith- 
fúl would hav served a term in the house 
of correction. : 

In Gen. xxi, 14, we hav the story of 
Abraham turning his wife Hagar and their 
son adrift into the wilderness of Beer- 
sheba: ‘‘And Abraham rose up early in 
the morning, and took bread and a bottle of 
water, and gave it unto Hagar, and putting 
it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent 
her away.” This was a piece of cool rascal- 
ity, as turning & woman and child adrift 
in the wilderness meant murder in inten- 
tion, and yet God approved of the’ act. 
This story is inconsistent and unreliable, 
as we find in Gen. xvii, 25: ‘“‘ And Ishmael 
his son was thirteen years old, when he 
was circumcised.” The journeyings and 
adventures which are recorded since then 
would make Ishmael at least twenty, per- 
haps thirty, years of age. Poor old 
Hagar! no wonder you gave out, stagger- 
ing through the wilderness of Beersheba 
with all the provisions and a. full-grown 
man on your back. : 

Our own modesty and the Comstock ob- 
scenity laws forbid us going into the de- 
tails of the Lot scandal, but we must say 
that as we never read nor heard of as fla- 
grant a case of incest as occurred among 
the Lotites, it is reasonable to suppose 
they were kicked out of somewhere for 
their immoral practices, and in that way 
secured a passport to the favor of the 
God of Moses. 

In reading Abraham’s record thus far, 
any thinker would naturally conclude that 
if God was searching for an unprincipled 
scoundrel from whom to raise a peculiar 
breed, Abraham was the man he was seek- 
ing; but God’s final test seems to hav 
been to discover if he had a grain of hu- 
manity left; if it was not for this purpose, 
we fail to see what it was for: ‘‘ And God 

Said, take now thy son, thine only son, 
Isaac, whom thou lovest and get thee into 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there 
for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains I shall tell thee of” (Gen. xxii, 
2). To this Abraham never made a protest, 
but, as if delighted with the job, got up 
early in the morning and started with 
Isaac on his murderous mission, and as if 
anxious to crowd in every item which 
would add to the horror and cruelty of his 
act, he made Isaac carry the wood on 
which he meant to butcher and burn him. 
When Abraham had the sacrificial knife 
upraised to take Isaac’s life God arrested 


his hand. If a civilized human being in. 


our Western world had arrested his hand 
in this act, Abraham would hav spent the 
remainder of bis days behind penitentiary 
bars, and been pointed out to the curious 
visitor as the monster who tried to murder 
his own son in such a brutal manner. 
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This is in all probability a warped edition 
of an old Aryan or Hindoo legend, where 
8 king with a large family of daughters 


but no sons in brooding over his sonless. 


state came to look.upon it as a reproach 
and made a vow to God if he granted him 
8 son he would offer him up a sacrifice. 
His prayer was granted and a son was 
born unto him, and, with one excuse and 
another, he kept the child and put God off 
from time to time. At length God agreed 
to allow the king to keep his son until he 
was twenty-one, at which time the sacrifice 


| was to take place without fail. -Before 
the fatal day arrived the son, warned of 


his danger, fled into a neighboring king- 
dom, and the king tried to get out of the 


| difficulty by declaring his son beyond his 


jurisdiction. God was very much dis- 
pleased, but finally agreed to accept a sub- 
stitute. The king was a long time seek- 
ing, but at length found a rascal who was 


. willing, for a hundred cows, to sell his son 


to be sacrificed. When the priest was 
sharpening the sacrificial knife the sub- 
stitute, who was bound to the altar, seeing 
his danger called out lustily in his terror. 
to all the gods whose names he could re- 
member and Vahwas (the dawn), hearing 
his cries, came to his assistance, when his 
bands fell ‘off and he stood up free. In 
the wind up the great God commends the 
king for saving his son and the greedy 


trading villain who sold his own flesh and 


blood is condemned. These are the main 
points in the old legend, and it is too evi- 


dent to require comment that the people | 


who made it believed in a god fairly 
virtuous, while those who warped it to fit 
our Bible believed in a ‘god entirely 
vicious. 

Jacob was God's especial favorit and. an 
all-around scoundrel. If he had begun 
life in the United States with a twenty- 
dollar pack of shoddy, in ten years he 
would hav been a Congressional lobbyist 
and boodler swindling the country out of 
millions. He forced his brother Esau, 
who was dying of hunger, to sell him the 
land of Canaan for a bowl of soup, as the 
birthright, according to the story, meant 
this. He perjured himself twice to secure 
his father's blessing. By knavish schemes 
he robbed his father-in-law. By a pious, 
lying, religious ruse he and his sons got 
the Shechemites in their power and butch- 
ered them in cold blood. And we are 
forced to believe from his record that to 
help his own interests he was capable of 
committing any crime ever thonght of by 
man. We hav from his record a highway 
robber and murderer, a perjured liar, a 
brother- deceiver and -hater, and a knavish 
thief. Is there a man in all the prisons 
and penitentiaries of the world to-day 


| with a reputation as bad as this? And 


Esau was a noble, upright, forgiving man, 
for after all Jacob's treachery he forgave 
him and took him in his arms and wept 
over bim;.wept no doubt to think Jacob 
was his brother and such 8 scoundrel; and 
God declares, ‘‘Jacob hav I loved and 
Esau hav I hated." It is impossible to 
conceive a plainer declaration that he 


| loved evil and hated good. As these Esau 


and Jacob tales are all inconsistent and in- 
credible, it is likely they are a warped 
edition of another old Aryan legend, where 
a noble, upright elder brother forgivs and 
shows great kindness to a poverty-stricken, 
broken-down, vagabond younger brother, 
who in their youth had done him great 
injury. The most careless reader will see 
at a glance that these tales, as they stand 
in our Bible, are fables and poorly told. 
Neither Esau nor Jacob had left their 
father’s establishment at the time of the 
birthright trade, and their father must 
hav been immensely wealthy, as Abra- 
ham when he fought with and defeated 
Chederlaomer, had three hundred and 
eighteen fighting men born in his own 
house; and the Lord had been blessing 
and prospering the outfit ever since, and 
two thousand is & moderate estimate of 
Isaac’s household, if there is any truth in 
the story. And Esau, the prospectiv lord 
of all these people, on his return from 
hunting, would hav been waited on and 
attended like & prince, and when we find 
him begging and selling his birthright for. 
a bowl of soup in his wealthy father's es- 
tablishment, even the religious fanatic 
must admit it-is a fraud. When Isaac 
gave Jacob his blessing he was an old, 
feeble, blind, bedridden man, and yet we 


find he did not die till eighty years after- 
ward. These contradictions and incon- 
sistencies are far too glaring to be either 
ignored or denied, and leave no doubt on 
the mind that they are not in the form in 
which they were first told, In all proba- 
bility the original legend exalted virtue, 
while our warped edition crowns vice with 
an aureole. The man who first told these 
legends would hav an eye to consistency 
for reputation’s sake; but the man who 
warped them would care nothing for this 
if they served his purpose, which was evi- 
dently to unite piety and crime. . 

We will now take a look at some of the 
crimes of Moses. In Ex. xxxii we read 
that when Moses was away on law-making 
intent, in his sanctum sanctorum, on 
Mount Sinai, the priests and people, when 
freed from their fear of Moses, made a 
god in the form of acalf. They would no 
doubt hav made a full-grown bull had the 
stolen gold ornaments held out. When 
Moses returned and saw this calf his in- 
dignation burst all bounds, and the tables 
on which he and God had spent forty days 
and forty nights he broke to pieces in his 
rage. And he took the calf, and burned it 
and ground it to powder, and mixed the 
powder with water, and made the people 
drink it (he stole the gold without doubt, 
and made the people drink the ashes of 
the fire mixed with sand). When this was 
done he held a council to investigate, 
And Aaron, put on the witness stand, tells 
his story (verse 22): '* Let not the anger of 
my lord wax hot, thou knowest the people, 
that they are set on mischief, for they 
said unto me, Make us gods, which shall 
go before us, for as for this Moses, the 
man that brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we wot not what has become of 
him; and I said unto them, whosoever 
hath any gold, let them break it off, and 
they gave it me. Then I cast it into the 
fire, and there came out this calf.” It 
must.be admitted that this was a miracle. 
Without forming, molding, or intention, 
this god created itself, not out of nothing 
but out of gold, and took the form of & 
ealf; and, what makes it more perplexing, 
Aaron frankly acknowledged that he col- 
lected the gold to make an idol, and it 
could, from our standpoint, make little 
difference what form it was fashioned in, 
but there. was good reasons for Aaron 
telling this lie, disclaiming all intention of 
making it a calf,to which we will call atten- 
tion later. Moses has been called the 
great lawgiver, and we see in this case 
how he administered law. After examin- 
ing Aaron, Moses stood in the gate of the 
eamp and ealled to all who were on the 
Lord's side to come to him, and the Le- 
vites came to his side, and he told them to 
take their swords, and, in the words of the 
book: **Go in and out from gate to gate 
throughout the camp, and slay every man 
his brother, and every man his companion, 
and every man his friend; and the chil- 
dren of Levi did according to the word of 
Moses, and there fell of the people that 
day about three thousand men, for Moses 
had said, Consecrate yourselvs to-day to 
the Lord, even every man upon his son 
and upon his brother, that he may bestow 
upon you a blessing this day." What a 
god to receive a blessing from! If you had 
not slain a brother, or a son, or some dear 
friend, you were unworthy of & blessing. 
No trial, evidence, or judgment, but the 
sword was’ drawn, and haphazard, pell 
mel! descended on the heads of the people. 
The more slain and the nearer and dearer 
they were to the slayer, the better God 
would like it, Could any man working in 
the interests of the incarnation of evil, hav 
devised a surer method of outraging, de- 
grading, and vitiating all the best in- 
sti cts of humanity? When we examin 
this story critically, it seems that the 
slaughter was among the Levites them- 
selvs; it is sons and brothers that are to 
be slain; not the men of other tribes. And 
all the religious squabbles that took place 


were confined to the Levites. This is curi-. 


ous and excites suspicion as to the respect- 
ability of the God of Moses, for of neces- 
sity Aaron and the Levites would know 
more of his God than the rest of the peo- 
ple, and although he was very generous to 
them, they seem to hav had little love 
for him, and had not Moses returned at 
this time, God’s peculiar people, led by 
Aaron, would hav deserted to & man; and 


the strained relations which we can see 
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existed between Moses and Aaron, all the 
way through the story, must at last hav 
reached a climax. In proof of this we only . 
need to read Num. xx, 25, 26: ‘‘ Take . 
Aaron and Eleazar hisson, and bring them 
up into Mount Hor, and strip Aaron of his 
garments, and put them upon Eleazar his 
son, and Aaron shall be gathered unto his 
people, and shall die there." We hav here 
a cold-blooded murder, very piously told. 
As soon as Aaron was disposed of Moses 
lost no time in setting up the image of his 
own God. Num. xxi, 8: ‘‘And the Lord 
said unto Moses, make thee a fiery serpent 
and set upon a pole, and it shall come to 
pass that every one that is bitten, when he 
looketh upon it, he shall liv.” The natural 
instinctiv abhorrence the human hav to 
the serpent family made this 8 very un- 
popular god, as we can understand from 
the howling, angry remonstrances of its 
prophets, and the seceders seem to hav 
been in the majority, until a priest, 
shrewder than his predecessors, stirred up 
King Hezekiah to destroy all images, holy 
serpent as well as the rest (2 Kings xviii, 
4), and issue’ the second commandment 
forbidding image worship, and the void, 
endowed by this priest, through the imag- 
ination of his dupes, with the serpent's 
attributes, modified and improved, they 
were enjoined to worship. This void, they 
were told, was everywhere, and took notes 
of all their actions, especially their evil 
ones, and even their thoughts were not 
private to themselvs, for the void over- 
heardthem. Of course neither the priests 
nor their dupes pretended to comprehend 
this muddle; but this made it more fasci- 
nating as there is nothing the human race 
takes such delight in as humbug in the 
shape of a mystery, and this, as the priest 
had shrewdly guessed, was the most popu- 
lar god ever made by man, and the cheap- 
est, as the priest made it by a word of his 
mouth. This destroys the fiction that 
Moses issued the second, commandment; 
how can we believe that Moses who com- 
manded and compelled his followers to 
trample the second, sixth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth commandments under 
feet, made them? The blackest page in 
history is the Mosaic raid on Midian; the 
Midianites had been the best of friends to 
Moses; when he fled from justice, a mur- 
derer, they took him in, and he married a 
daughter of one of their chief men. And 
when he returned with his slavery-sodden 
people they were all made welcome, and 
camped on the borders of the land of 
Midian. In Num. xxv we find Israel gone 
wandering after Baal-Peor, the god of 
Moab; and to counteract this Moses held a, 
revival meeting, and when the people were 
worked up to the hallelujah state and the 
serpent god coming out a winner, Zimra, an 
Israelite, went past on his way to his tent, 
with Cozbi, a woman of Midian, whom it 
would seem he had taken to wife. This 
probably distracting the attention of the 
penitents, enraged Moses and his priests, 
and one of them, Phinehas by name, took 
up a javelin (verse 8); and he went after 
the man of Israel, into the tent, and thrust 
both of them through, the man of Israel 
and the woman. This pleased and pacified 
God and Moses; and on the spot Phinehas 
was promised an everlasting priesthood, 
And God told Moses to vex the Midianites 
for this. As Moses was married to a 
Midianitish woman, and the Midianites 
seem to hav been the best people, it would 
hav puzzled a Philadelphia lawyer to make 
a case out of this, but the Midianites had 
just cause of complaint for the death of 
Oozbi. But the Lord had a very peculiar 
way of balancing justice; if he was on the 
bench to-day and had the same ideas of 
justice he had then, if a murderer came 
before him, he would hang all the mur- 
dered man’s relativs and friends, perhaps 
the whóle village where he had lived, if it 
was a wicked, wilful murder, and then 
take the murderer home to dine. God, 
thinking Moses too slow, again called his 
attention to the Midianites (Num. xxxi), 
and he sent twelve thousand soldiers to 
slaughter them. They killed the unof- 
fending men, and brought buck the women 
and children captiv; this threw the meek 
Moses into another rage, and he com- 
manded the Israelites to take all the 
maidens who had never known man, and 
butcher the rest, both women and chil- 
dren, of whom there were sixteen thou- 
sand; out of this sixteen thousand, thirty- 
two were sacificed as a heave offering 
unto the Lord. The maidens whose lives 
were spared numbered thirty-two thou- 
sand, and after seeing their kindred slain, 
they were handed over as a prey to this 
licentious soldiery, to be torn from the 
arms of one bruta! ruffian and clasped in 
the foul embrace of another, ruffians be- 
spattered with the blood of their nearest 
and dearest, and all for the glory of God. 
Tow WALKER, 
[TO BE CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK, ] 
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@ahildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Soulless Prayers. 


I do not like to hear him pray 
On bended knee about an hour, 
For grace to spend aright the day, 
Who knows his neighbor has no flour. 


I'd rather see him go to mill 
And buy the needy brother bread, 
And see his children eat their fill 
Aud laugh beneath their humble shed. 


I do not love to hear him pray— 
" Let blessings on the widow be," 
Who never seeks her home to say— 
“If wart o'ertake you, come to me." 


I hate a prayer so loud and long, 
That's offered for the orphan’s weal, 
By him who sees him crushed by wrong. 
And only with the lips doth feel. 


I do not like to hear her pray, 
With jeweled hand and silken dress, 
Whose washerwoman toils all day 
And then is asked to work for less. 


Such “ pious” falsehoods I despise! 
The folded hands, the face demure, 

Of those with sanctimonious eyes, 
Who steal the earnings of the poor, 


Those sainted faces that some wear 
To church and for the public eye, 
Hide things that are not on the square, 
And wickedness done on the sly. 


I do not like such soulless prayers! 
If wrong I pray to be forgiven; 
Such prayers no angel upward bears— 
They vanish ere they get to heavén. 


cy 


The Inquirendo Club. 
III. 


**'We hav here," said Florence, with 
much formality, holding up a small visit- 
ing card, ‘‘the name of Prof. Agassiz H. 
Morse, of the New York Historical So- 
ciety, with the modest request penciled 
underneath to ‘admit one.’ Of course, 
the matter rests with the club for decision. 
What shall it be—aye or no?” ‘Oh, aye, 
of course! How delightful," they all ex. 
elaimed, while Arthur observed that the 
pater was a ‘‘trump.” Ernestine declared 
it was so fortunate.  ''For," she said, 
“with his exhaustiv knowledge Uncle 
Agassiz could giv us so much valuable in- 
formation.” 

Because the professor was no other than 
the father of our president, Master Ar 
thur, Lillie and the three younger children, 
Ralph, Wilfred, and tiny Miss Rosalie, 
aged three, who always attended the club 
meetings, perched upon Aunt Margaret’s 
lap, gravely listening to the various sub- 
jects of discussion. Now, she observed 
that she hoped papa would tell about 
pillow-flies, ‘‘I hope she will, Dodo,” re- 
joined Arthur, ‘‘for I am sure E havn't the 
ghost of an idea what you mean by ‘pillow- 
flies," Not the kind that haunt pillows, 
surely,” he asked, as though frightened 
by the suggestion, ‘‘Z know all about 
them.” ‘*O Arthur," laughed his sister, 
“don’t you see? She means butterflies, 
and ealls them ‘ pillow-flies,’ because papa 
explained the word metamorphosis to us 
one evening, using the transformation of 

. a caterpillar into a butterfly as an illustra- 
tion. Dodo heard him, and has been 
talking of ‘pillow-flies’ ever since. No, 
dear,” she continued, unfolding the leaves 
of a rather bulky looking manuscript, 
‘papa has chosen a more prosaic subject 
this time for an essay, but one which I am 
sure will be none the less interesting. 
He desires me to read it before this club, 
as business commands his attention else- 
where this afternoon. Now be very atten- 
tive, for I am confident it will contain 
many important facts. As for myself, I 
can only hope that I shall do justice to it.” 
And then she read : 

‘SBARTH-WORMS AND THEIR USES,” 

**(harles Darwin, in his work upon 
* The Formation of the Vegetable Mould 
Through the Action of Earth-Worms’ 
shows very Plainly that no object is too 
small or insignificant to be deserving of 
our attention, since much of the earth's 
condition and richness of soil is due to the 

existence of these little creatures. Every 
plant or animal has its particular purpose, 

' and years of exhaustiv research has con- 
vinced the great scientist that the least of 


Jowly-organized creatures. 


these are not earthworms. He tells us of 
the burial of an ancient Roman villa at 
Abinger, Surrey, kept in an excellent state 
of preservation by the castings of earth- 
worms, and adds that archzologists are 
probably not aware of how much they owe 
to worms for the preservation of their 
ancient objects, as anything left undis- 
turbed upon the earth’s surface for a short 
time is completely hidden from sight by 
the action of these worms. Although of a 
terrestrial nature they can liv under water 
for a considerable time, inhabiting low, 
marshy places, where vegetable matter 
grows. Dryness is unfavorable, and some- 
times even fatal to them. During the dry 
months of summer, and the frozen period 
in winter, they burrow into the ground 
quite deep, and cease to work. 

** Worms are nocturnal in their habits, 
and can be seen at night crawling over the 
ground, more often moving their heads 
and bodies, with their tails still in the 
burrow. Only sickly worms, covered with 
the parasitic larva of a fly, hav the dispo- 
sition to travel in the day time. Those 
seen dead on the ground after a heavy rain 
are supposed to hav been creatures afflicted 
in some way that hav died of weakness 
rather than drowning. 

‘Worms hav no eyes, yet owing toa 
peculiar sensitivness are enabled to dis- 
tinguish night from day. Mr. Darwin, in 
a course of interesting experiments, has 
Shown how & continued stream of moderate 
daylight affects them. Heat they are in- 
clined to disregard, while being extremely 
averse to cold, quickly retreating into 
their burrow when struck by a sudden 
wave of fresh air. They possess a certain 
amount of intelligence for so minute a 
creature, as Mr. Darwin forther explained, 
lining their tiny caves with leaves and leaf 
stalks, for the obvious purpose of keeping 
warm. Oare and careful manipulation is 
rendered necessary in drawing the leaves 
inward to fold nicely, but the little fur- 
nishers are equal to the occasion, discrim- 
inating between the easiest way to draw 
the leaf in and other ways. 

**(loser investigation shows how the 
seeds owe their germination to having 
been covered up by ‘castings’ of the worm. 
Others, more deeply buried, lie dormant 
until brought forward under conditions 
favorable to germination, by the working 
over of the earth by worms. 

“It is thus we learn the earnest, useful 
lesson wherein nature has decreed that 
each one, great and small, shall liv for 
something; that : 
‘Small service is true service while it 

lasts.’ 

‘<The plow,’ said Mr. Darwin, in con- 
clusion, ‘is one of the most ancient and 
valuable of man’s inventions; but long 
before he existed the land was in fact 
regularly plowed and still continues to be 
plowed by earth worms. It may be doubted 
whether there are many other animals 
which hav played so important a part in 
the history of the world as hav these 
3» 

“ And now,” said Florence, in conclu- 
sion, ‘‘ we hav some illustrations toexamin, 
if you wish.” 

“I think not this time,” said Aunt 
Margaret, rising. ‘‘It is after four now, so 
we will postpone all further conversation 
until next time."  : 

Little Rosalie, or '*Dodo," as they 
ealled her, slipped from auntie's lap, ap- 
parently disgusted with the essay. They 
were amused to hear her exclaim as 
she walked away, ‘‘Nasty worm! My 
dracious!” 

‘She don't like them as well as the 
* pillow-flies,'" laughed Florence. ‘*I am 
afraid onr Dodo is inclined to be esthetic.” 

** At any rate she has helped break up 
the meeting," said Arthur, as he helped 
Florence put away the curiosities the kind 
professor had sent, and the untouched 


quirendo box. Ipa BALLOU. 
io 


Heaven and Hell. 


James Taylor, Willard Gray, and Tom 
Lindsmore were a trio of as rascally ras- 
cals as ever trod the earth. They had lied, 
cheated, forged notes, robbed, and I be- 
lieve once killed a man. James died a 
natural death, repenting at the eleventh 
hour of his sins, and went to heaven, where, 
after resting awhile in Abraham’s bosom, 
he was arrayed in a white gown and given 
aharp. He did not know how to play, so 
held it in hishands and made believe while 
Kneeling with the other saints around the 


| devils. 


great, shining white throne where God sat 
listening with a very high crown of gold 
and jewels on his head. He did not seem 
to notice that one harp made no noise, and 
so James was happy, at least for the pres- 
ent. Sometime afterward Willard and Joe 
were killed on the plains by Indians, and 
had no time to repent. They were, there- 
fore, sent to hell. When they arrived .at 
the gate the old devil was away; probably 
** tempting mortals,” and the young devils 
were having a grand time playing ball just 
outside, and so engaged were they that 
they did not notice our friends’ arrival. So 
they hid behind a pile of brimstone that 
was -waiting to be shoveled in when it 
should be needed, and after counseling to- 

ether awhile, they determined to go ‘to 

eaven and tell the servants that & mistake 
had been made and the devil had sent them 
back to heaven. They accordingly went 
and told this story, which was believed, 
and they were taken in, divested of their 
clothing, and given a white dress like the 
others to wear, and a harp to play upon. 
Observing James they went and knelt down 
one on each side of him. ‘‘I don’t know 
how to play,” whispered Willard. ‘‘Nor 
I,” said Tom. ‘'DoasI do, make believe," 
returned James. ‘‘But let me tell you 
that when you've knelt here as long as I 
hav you'll wish you could stir around. a 
little, if nothing more." 

God raised his great right hand, and in 
a voice of thunder that shook the very 
heavens, said, ‘“Where I should hear tune- 
ful voices singing praises, I hear talking, 
which is blasphemy in heaven.” 

‘«There are men here in number three 
Who hav never sung a praise to thee, 
And they know not how to play, 

know not how to play, 
how to play,” 
sang the group of angel kneelers. - 

*'Send'em to hell!" cameagainin thunder 
tones. ''I wish I was going with you,” said 
the door-tender, ‘‘for they hav Jolly times 
there, and the devil isn’t such a conceited, 
stuck-up fellow that he has to hav praises 
sung to him all the time.” ‘‘Why, don’t 
they burn there, and—” ‘‘ No, bless your 
soul,” interrupted the door.tender. ‘‘You 
see it is cold up here, terrible cold; too 
high up, I suppose. You know how it is 
when you take a balloon voyage, the higher 
up you. go the colder it is. If they ever 
kept a fire here it would be some warmer. 
In hell they keep just enough to be com- 
fortable, and the smell of the brimstone 
goes up chimney and inconveniences no 
one; and you can even sit down and hav a 
game of whist with each other or the young 
It’s awfully dull and monotonous 
here, but it is pleasant and jolly there. 
But you will hav to go, for there comes an 
old man and a young woman. Good day.” 
‘ (ood day.” 

They descended very rapidly. ‘‘ Here 
we are," said Tom. ‘‘ And there is the old 
devil himself,” added Willard. ‘‘Hopon,” 
said his satanic majesty, holding out his 
fork. ‘‘One at & time; I'm used to this 
business. 'The young ones will catch you 
all right and set you down by the fire, and 
Iguess you will find it will feel comfort- 
able, for your teeth are chattering and you 
are blue with cold. No wonder, either, 
with that thin dress on. Been up to 
heaven, I guess, and forgot to put your 
trousers on when you came away. Pretty 
cold place up there, and they don’t dress 
warm enough.’ On ares All right, away 
you go.” . ATHENA Maaaoon. 


Correspondence. 


Arouison, KAN., July 2, 1894. 
Dean Miss Wrxon: As several long 
months hav passed since I last wrote to 


the Corner, I will take advantage of the | 


opportunity that is before me by present- 
ing 8 few lines, to prove to the readers that 
I hav not **got religion," although I hav 
attended a revival meeting pretty regularly 
which has been in progress f r some time, 
but I will say that the more I attend the 
less I become infatuated with these re- 
ligious ideas, consequently making me be- 
lieve more strongly that Freethought is 
the right and only religion. Should I hear 
that the friends of the Oorner hav been 
thinking that I hav accepted the dogmas 
of superstition, on account of being so 
delinquent in writing, I should certainly 
feel it a most miserable insult. 

One night of the revival the minister 
spoke in regard tothe Freethinkers trying 
to get Christ out of the world, but he said 
before they could accomplish their act 
they would hav to destmy all the churches, 
and collect all the Bibles in the world and 
place them in a heap and set fire to them, 
and he wanted to know who would hav the 
courage to strike the match tothem He 
had the impudence to say that he did not 
think Ingersoll would hav the courage to 
do such an act. It made me feel pretty 
warm, and 1 felt as though I would hav to 
get up and tell him that Ingersoll had the 
courage to do so, but was only too glad to 
hav the Bible in the world, as he proves 
by it that Freethought is the.right relig- 
ion; and not only that, but is using it as 
his bayonet in the battle between reason 
and superstition to wipe the churches of 
superstition out of existence, and to erect 
Freethought churches in their place, 


‘People lixe to laugh. 


Bui the fools can’t see it in that way. 
They can’t see why it is that Freethinkers 
keep Bibles in their homes, but, before we 
get through with them, we will hav. their 
eyes pulled open so wide that they will.not 
hav to use their spectacles to see why, . 

The preacher also advertised that he 
would giv a lecture on a certain evening 
for the spécial benefit of the young men 
of Atchison; so it aroused my curiosity to 
an extent that I went to hear him. On‘ en. 
tering I found that his text was, **Against 
Bad Habits." Well, his sermon interested 


‘his Ohristian friends, but to me it wag 


nothing, as Freethought  sdvises me 
against them, and I hav taken its advice, 

After the close of his sermon he told all 
that were Christians to arise; well, they all 
arose but me, consequently, after the meet- 
ing had adjourned, one of those soft. 
headed, long-legged religious young men 
eame around and shook hands with me, 
and asked me if I stood up with the rest of 
them. I emphatically told him that.I did 
not. Then he asked me why I did-not 
arise. I said because I am not a COhris- 
tian, Then, for curiosity’s sake, he asked ' 
me why I was not a Chistian. Then I fur-. 
ther aroused his curiosity by telling him 


that I did-not. think that the Bible was in- 


spired; that it was not the word of an-in- 
finitly wise and benevolent God. AndI 
told him that I thought I was just as good 
as he was, and & great deal better than 
half the Christian young men that were . 
present. ‘‘ Well," he said, ‘‘ you may hav 
reasons to think so.” I told him that I 
had reasons to know, without thinking 
anything about it, but as he.did not ask 
for my reasons, I did not state them, ` So 
we parted; he taking his old road to the 
fossil’s niche of faith; and I the path of truth 
and justice, As ever, ar 

Your Liberal friend, Za dns 

i Jonn J. I. REMSBURG, 


eg ——————— 


{The readers of the Oorner of the 
requisit age should remember Mr. Hudor 
Genone’s offer of a copy of ‘‘ Inquirendo 
Island” for the best definition of God, 
There should be many essays on the sub- 
ject by our young readers.—Enp. O. C.] 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages.  Il- 

lustrated.' Price, 25 cents. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 

By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. E 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal. Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. : 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Bupersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, .Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. : 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


COSMIAN HYMN-B0OK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 


—With Musio Written to All the Sóngs.— 


Comrmezp BY L. EK, WASHBURN, 
Price. $1,50, ` Rar «ale at THIS OFFIOE. 


‘CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
."7 at Christianity. 
By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 18 just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu...cianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
uot areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for #1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Agents Wanted ! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib. ral who will canvass for 
our book "Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated.” In fact we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours weekly and sod nearly 
fifty copies ina month. The price is low; every- 
body knows the Old Testament stories, and 
nearly everybody would like a book applying 
nineteenth-century wit and knowledge to them. 
Reverence for the Old 
‘Testament tales has largely disappeared and 

okes at the expense of Jonah and Josepn and 
sau and Samson and D. vid, and the other wor- 
thies of unsavory reputation, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It seems to us that the book will sell at 
sight. It does herein the store. Liberals out of 
employment will find this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. . 
Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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JYew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tum 
TRUTHS SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


OoxanESS AND SUNDAY Laws. Truth 
Seeker Pub. Co., New York. Price, 5c. 
The wickedness, the criminality, the 

brazen yet hypocritical villainy of all Sun- 

day legislation, and of the ‘‘ Kyle Sunday 

Bill,” in particular, are well shown up in 

this little pamphlet. — Lucifer. 


Rient Livia. By Susan H. Wixon. 
Truth Seeker Publishing Co., New York. 
Price, $1. 

The author has not chosen a common- 
place subject, but has gone into a com- 
parativly unoccupied field. About fifty 
years ago ''Corbeti's Advice to Young 
Men” obtained a larger circulation than 
any work of that day, although parents 
eautiously placed it in the way of their 
children to be slyly read, because tho sub- 
jects treated were not, as now, matters of 
common confidence between parents and 
children. But it taught what parents 
wanted their grown children to know— 
the ways of right living. Miss Wixon has 
hit the mark in her aim, and we predict 
great success for her new work.— Hanjord 
(Cal.) Journal. 


Woman: Four CENTURIES or PROGRESS. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Truth Seeker 
Co., New York. Price 10 cents. 

We hav received a thirty-four page 
pamphlet under the above caption from 
the pen of our esteemed friend and co- 
religionist, Miss Susan H. Wixon, the edi- 
tor of the Ohildren's Corner in Tan TRUTH 
SEEKER, The brochure is a lecture de- 
livered at the International Congress of 
Freethinkers, Chicago, October, 1898. 
Miss Wixon wields a facil pen, and her 
subject is well chosen, She puts forward 
with clearness the wrongs which woman 
suffered and still suffers a& the hands of 
Christianity. 

Miss Wixon is one of the foremost fe- 
male Freethought advocates in the United 
States, and anything from her pen is sure 
to be one more nail driven into the coffin 
of Ohristianity. — Progress, Trinidad, 
West Indies, 

AnnAHAM LINCOLN: Was Hr a CHRISTIAN ? 
By John E. Remsburg. The Truth 
Seeker Co., New York. Cloth, $1; 
paper, 50 cents. 

Was Abraham Lincolna Christian? The 
martyred President has been dead less 
than thirty years, and here is a book writ- 
ten by Mr. John E. Remsburg presenting 
the most violently diverse and antagonistic 
opinions upon this point The writer has 
made a very close study of all the accessible 
testimony bearing upon this point. and the 
result is another illustration of the diffi- 
eulty of writing human history. Mr. Liu- 
coln was assassinated on the 15th of April, 
1865, and the same year Dr. J. G. Holland 
published his ' Life of Lincoln.” In this 
he makes use of these words: ‘* Moderate, 
frank, truthful, forgiving, loving, just, 
Mr, Lincoln will always be remembered as 
eminently a Christian President, and the 
almost immeasurably great results which 
he had the privilege of achieving were due 
to the fact that he was a Christian Presi- 
dent,” Dr. Holland’s testimony seems to 
hay been based upon a conversation Mr. 
Lincoln had in 1860 with Hon. Newton 
Bateman, of Illinois. In the course of the 
conversation it is affirmed that Mr. Lincoln 
said: “I know there is a God and that he 
hates injustice and slavery. I see the 
storm coming and I know his hand is in it 
If he has a place for me—and I think he 
has—I believe I am ready. Iam nothing, 
but truth is everything. I know I am 
right, for Christ teaches it, and Christ is 
God." In 1872 Lamar’s *' Life of Lincoln” 
contains statements which tend to dispute 
the testimonies of Dr. Holland and Bate- 
man. Then the Rev. Dr, Reed, of Spring: 
field, attempts to sustain the testimony of 
Dr. Holland, calling to the witness-stand 
the Rey. Drs. Smith, Sunderland, Miner, 
and Gurley. The evidence they giv all 
tends to show that Mr. Lincoln had been 
converted from his early ‘‘Infidelity” and 
accepted the orthodox view of Christianity. 
One witness says that ‘‘ Mr. Lincoln was 
at heart a Christian man, believed in the 
Savior, and was seriously considering the 
steps which would formally connect him 
with the visible church on earth." Dr. 
Miner, after a long conversation with Mr, 
Lincoln, ‘‘felt certain ” that if he was 
“not really an experimental Christian, he 
was acting like one." Dr. Gurley affirmed 
that Mr. Lincoln said to him that he had 
lost confidence in everything but God, and 
that he now believed his heart was changed, 
and that he loved the Savior, and if he was 
not deceived in himself, it was his inten- 
tion soon to make a profession of religion." 
Hon. Isaac N. Arnold published his '* Life 
of Lincoln” in 1885. Hesays: ''No more 


reverent Christian than he ever sat in the i 


| a h = p 
executiv chair, not excepting Washington. 


It is not claimed that he was ortho- 
dox. For creeds and dogmas he cared 
little. But in the great fundamental prin- 
ciples of religion, of the Christian religion, 
he was a firm believer.” Rev. Mr. Willets, 
of Brooklyn, tells of an interview which 
Mr. Lincóln had with a very devout lady 
who lived in Washington. The President, 
it is asserted, asked the lady for her opinion 
respecting the nature of a true religious 
experience. The lady said that, in her 
judgment, it consisted of a true conviction 
of one's own sinfulness and weakness, and 
personal need of a Savior for strength and 
support; that views of mere doctrin might 
and would differ, but when one was really 
brought to feel his need of divine help and 
seek the aid of the Holy Spirit for strength 
and guidance, it was satisfactory evidence 
of his having been born again. Mr. Lin- 
coln replied : ‘If what you hay told me is 
really a correct view of this great subject. 
I think I can say with sincerity that I hope 
Iam a Christian." In the ‘‘ Lincoln Me- 
morial Album,” Mr. Lincoln is reported 
as having said to said to an ''Tllinois clergy- 
man:" ** When I went to Gettysburg and 
saw the graves of thousands of our soldiers, 
I then and there consecrated myself to 
Christ. Yes, I do love Jesus,” Rev. Dr. 
John H. Barrows givs his testimony to 
the same effect. Rev. Dr. Francis Vinton, 
of New York, elaims to hav converted Mr. 
Lincoln to the ** Christian doctrin of tbe 
resurrection and the immortality of the 
soul.” Mr. Remsburg analyzes this mass 
of testimony in a very admirable and logi- 
cal fashion. He shows from the testimony 
of Mrs. Lincoln, Mr. Hay, Judge Davis, 
Mr. Lamar, and Mr. Herndon, those peo- 
ple who had lived in the closest intimacy 
with the great President, tbat the state- 
ments made by the witnesres to Lincoln’s 
orthodoxy cannot in the nature of things 
be true. Perhaps the most valuable and 
trustworthv evidence is that offered by 
Mr. Wm. Herndon, one of Lincoln's biog- 
raphers. He was the President's law part- 
ner for more than twenty years, and evi- 
dently enjoyed his fullest confidence. Mr. 
Herndon says: **From what I know of Mr. 
Lineoln, and from what I hay heard and 
verily believe, I can say, first, that he did 
not believe in a special creation, his idea 
being that all creation was an evolution 
under Jaw; secondly, that he did not be- 
lieve that the Bible was a special revelation 
from God, asthe Christian world contends; 
thirdly, he did not believe in miracles as 
understood by Christians; fourthly, he be- 
lieved in nniversal inspiration and miracles 
under law ; fifthly, he did not believe that 
Jesus was the Christ, the son of God, as 
the Christian church contends; sixthly, he 
believed that all things, both matter and 
mind, were governed by laws, universal, 
absolute, and eternal. Law was to Lin- 
coln everything, and special interferences 
shams and delusions.” Mr. Rem.baig is 
very severe and denunciatory of some of 
the clerical defenders of Lincoln’s ortho- 
doxy, even going to the length of calling 
them absolute falsifiers. But such extreme 
denunciation is probably not justified by 
the facts. Very few mon ever deliberately 
falsify in matters of this kind. The funda- 
mental mistake which is apt to be made by 
orthodox people is in supposing that when 
men talk of Christianity they must mean 
their type of Christianity. Theodore Parker 
claimed to believe in the Christian religion, 
although he held every one of the convic- 
tions which Herndon attributes to Lincoln, 
There is a loose way of talking about 
Christianity into which Mr. Lincoln may 
hay unconsciously fallen, and those zealous 
and intensely orthodox gentlemen who 
were anxious to enroll the great President 
among their number may hay, quite inno- 
cently, biased and discolored Mr. Lincoln’s 
words to fit their own ideas — Rev. John 
Snyder in St, Louis Globe Democrat, 


The Bible- Ingquirer: 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION ; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 

With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
“criptures. Including Questions Answered Aflirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 

Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.———Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City 
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FROM UNDER 


"EGE B Vises 


By WILLIAM HART. 


1,306 Questions to the Clergy and for the Con- 
sideration of Others. 


The author, while a sincere church member, obeyed the in- 
junction to search the scriptures, which led to the proponnding of 
these queries, no clergyman can answer rationally and reinuin à 
Christian, 


PRICE 40; CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 23 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


POPULAR EDITIONS 
OF 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 256; 
6 copies for $1; cloth, 50c, 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 406.; clo., 756. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(Lite). By J. E. Remsbvrg. 


With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knee." 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem. 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. R. G 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby 
,üurrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. hip x is. ow inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 
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Modern Marriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. 


Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker. 


Inthis his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriages—one from the nobility, one from the 
bourgeoisie ove from the petty bourgeoisie, and 
one from the working-people—and describes, with 
all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig- 
jnates, by what motive each is inspired, how each 
is consummated, and how each results. 


Price, 15 Cents. 
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Gems of Shought. 


Tar person who is not proud cf his own 
work never takes much interest in it.— 
Galveston News. 


You speak of coöperation. The big in- 
dividual isthe best coöperator. He brings 
a giant force to the pull. He meets every 
event with deed, and to him all time is day- 
break.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Max is completely turned around. His 
Eden is in the past, and so of course he 
thinks he must look that way for example 
and guidance. And this all comes from 
that one false notion that man was, but és 
not! instead of recognizing the fact that 
man was not, but is, and is to be! —F. D. 
Cummings. 


Do you get away from the individual? 
Do you escape him? How but by destroy- 
ing him? And in destroying bim you de- 
stroy the society about whose safety you 


profess to be concerned. Crown the indi- 


vidual and he will bring to the social board 
the fruit of a kingdom. Beggar that indi- 
vidual and he will stand at your feast, an 
eternal specter and reproach.— Horace L. 
Traubel. 


Reuiaton itself means intolerance. The 
various sects tolerate nothing but their own 
dogmas. The priests call themselvs shep- 
herds. The passiv they drive into their 
folds. When they hav folded you then 
they are satisfied, they know you fear 
them; if you stand aloof, they fear you. 
Those who resist they consider as wolves, 
and, where they hav the power, stone them 
to death._— Percy Bysshe Shelley. 


Soarozuy any connection exists between 
morality and the disciplin of ordinary 
teaching. Mere culture of the intellect 
(and education as usually conducted 
amounts to little more) is hardly at all 
operativ upon conduct. Creeds pasted 
upon the mind, good principles learned by 
rote, lessons in right and wrong, will not 
eradicate vicious propensities; though peo- 
ple, in spite of their experience as parents 
and as Citizens, persist in hoping they will. 
—JHer^ert Spencer. 


Every advance in science, every im- 
provement in the command of the mechan- 
ical forces of nature, every step in political 
or social freedom, has riscn in the first in- 
stance from an act of skepticism, from an 
uncertainty whether the formulas, or the 
opinions, or the government, or the re- 
ceived practical theories were absolutely 
perfect, or whether beyond the cirole of 
received truths there might not lie some- 
thing broader, deeper, truer, and thus 
better deserving the acceptance of man- 
kind.—James Anthony Froude. 


. Tur Bible states that God created all 
things in six days. No scientist believes 
this. Astronomy opens up vistas of time 
which bafle the longest sight. Nature 
worksslowly and gradually, though surely, 
anda million yearsare as nothing in her infi- 
nit processes. Nor does science recognize 
the order of creation as given in Genesis. 
The Bible says that light existed three 
days before its source, and that the earth 
revolved three days before the attractiv 
power of the sun began to operate. or, in 
other words, that the effect existed three 
days before the cause It savs that fish 
and fowl were created together, when 
geology shows us that the earliest fish lived 
millions of years before the earliest fowl. 
— George W. Foote. 


A man believes in the immaculate con- 
ception. He denies, then, that a certain 
event took place in accordance with laws 
exemplified in all similar cases. He im- 
pugns, in this instance, the validity of that 
induetiv process upon which he counts at 
every sten in every-day life. He is: a 
- geientific skeptic in the strictest sense, for 
he is throwing donbt upon the trustworthi- 
ness of one of the primary ratiocinativ 
processes The same is true, whenever an 
event admitted by all parties to hav 
occurred is ascribed by one party to 
supernatural interference. An amiable 
apologist expressed his surprise the other 
day that men of science should take into 
account such trifles as the existence of flint 
implements, and refuse to take into account 
the existence of the Bible and Christianity. 
Surely he never heard of the man of science 
who denied the existence of the Bible and 
Christianity. Which man really declines 
“to take a fact into account”- the man 
who declaresit to be altogether exceptional 
and supernatural, or the man who regards 
it asa result of the normal operation of 
recognized forces—which implies the great- 
est ‘skepticism "—the assertion that some- 
body wrote the book of Genesis by 
faculties similar to those which enabled 
another to write Hower, or the assertion 
that it was utterly impossible that anybody 
would hay written down the legends of the 
garden of Eden and the ark without the 
direct assistance of God Almighty? If itis 
skeptical to deny one agency, it is equally 
skeptical to deny the other. What is given 
to Jehovah is taken from Moses.— Leslie 
Stephen. 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Ethies as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: . 


Right Living, 7 What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, 

What is Ignorance? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Ftrength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety. and Honor, 

Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth. MP 
Conduct; or Right Doing ife, Avarice, Not & Means to Life's 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reyerence a Duty? Best End, , 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of L'fe’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, . 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect p . Reasonand Free Inquiry 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish Pride and Siliy Preju- Free Speech, 


Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- ce, s Free Press, 

Que ? Anger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, 
Cultivation of Individuality, The Angel of Forgiveness Rights of Children, r 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty. Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, theFriend of Mav, of Man. 


Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 


The Gentlemaa 


Value of a Trade, cess K Politeness. € 

Recreation a Necessity, The Dificulties of Life, Politeness. — Coutinued. — The 

Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 

Truth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, g : 

What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power of Will Wisdo.n. 


Fraud a Crinte, Courage, & Necessity to Right 
The Poison of Slander, Living : 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 


synthétié philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 

A8 with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
1nexorable destiny; a law which altereth not.— Herbert Spencer. ! 

Living is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. . 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Nou of Iutellectual, Moral, aud Social 
Development, aud that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philauthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
CONTENTS: 


Boox L—PLEAS8URE: Chap: 


I. -Sources of Pleasure. Shee IL—Material Pleasures. Ohap. III.— 

Ideal Pleasure: Ohap IV —Social Pleasures. Chap. V.—Pleasures of the Savage, the 
Barbarian aud the Civilized. Chap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Chap. VIL— Christianity. 

Boox IL.—ÍNTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpore of life. Chap, II. -Material Pleasures. 


Chap. ITI.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
Ideal Pleasures: Character. Chap. Vf.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL.— Pedagogical Des. 


potism. : 
Boox III.—~Morau DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Ohap. II.—Material Pleasures: Prudence. 
Chap. ItL—Material Pleasures: Refinement. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Foresight, 
Chap. V.—ídeal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VIL. Vice 
i aused by Restraint. š ‘ 
Boox IV.—BoorL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L— Progress. Oaap. IIL.—Protection, Oapitalism, and 
ocialism: Respe:tivly an Actual, an Imminent, aud a Proposed Violation of Individual 
Sovereignty. Chap. III —Condition of Agriculture. Chap. IV.. Public Schools, the 
Mene; Mone. Takel of socialism Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 
oci isorder. 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have been rendered by 


' men who arein every way qualified as judges of books: 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right'along over the deepest subject with 
out mu^h thought whether the ice is thin or not. Itausw.rs the greatest question— What is the 
us, object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cau e and motive of progress? 
—by one word, Pleasure!—Tnaddeus B. Wakeman, 

He sharply attacks, 81:0, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out by the facts, and his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His b ok is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—New York Commercial Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write & book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with ords for lask of 
knowledge. The suthor deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. 9 do not see how anyone can red this book and disagree with the leading pronositionà, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. Itisa work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear an 1 incisive, but for 
is bold, honest sayings.—L K. Washburn. 


After you read this book you will bə as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages. i: splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel. 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 
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The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s reformation and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi- 
palcharactets are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 
pocnliar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatura) pad- 

ing are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
ing the peculiar politics of the day. 
> OONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 
The TEN š : In General. 
The ei Aspect. By the Lungs. 


: . - By the Kidneys. 
Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 


Genesis—The Creation. 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 


The Deluge. Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Scriptural God—The Creation. The Soul—What Is It? i 

The Cteation of God—Abraham. : . J The Mind. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, Sin and Salvation. — 

Samuel the Kingmaker. The tcclesiastical Kindergarten. 

God Save the King. Rational Review. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 

The Christian Era. Every Man His Own God. 


Organic Life— Vegetable. 
Organic Life—Animal. E 
The Master Tissues. 
The Muscular Tissues, 
he Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


Tables ( Gateways to Knowledge. 
H ence They Spring. 
The Non Credo. i 
Rules for Human Conduct 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind, 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKSCHEAP- 


Out of various importations. and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each ~ 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
R. S. Laurie, L:L.D. 75 cents. 


| The Dawn of History: An Introduction to Pre. 


Historic Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth,75 cente. 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology and 
the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultze. 

' 7$ cents. ; 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 

vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 
By 8. 


Modern Science and Modérn Thought. 
Laing. "75 cents, . 3 
Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 


tion of Worms, with observations on their — 


habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

Fducation. Intellectual, Moral, and Physical 
Progress; Its Laws and Cause. With other 
disquisitions. Two booksinone. 7 cents. 

The Religions of the Ancient World, including 
Eg:p;, Assyria, and Babylonia, Persia, India, 
Phenicia, Etruria, Greece, Rome. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By-Herbert Spencer. 75 cts. 

Political Science, containing Physics and Poli- 
tics. App/cation of the Principles of 
Natural Science to Political Society, by 
Walter Bagehot; and History of the Science 
of Politic., by Frederick Pollock. 75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. y drew Wilson, F.R.8 E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
.F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Laud in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. ; 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J.F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 

Bound Volume of Humboldt Library, containing 
numbers 92 to 108. $2. 

Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R. 

L 8., with 35 Illustrations. $1. 

Ulngions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Bully. 75 cents. s 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 
Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. 
By Mary Wollstonecraft. $1. 

The Genesis of Science and the Factors of Or- 
ganic Evolution. Both by Herbert Spencer 
in one volume 7% cents. i 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leayes. By Bir John Lub- 
buck, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 

. numerous illustrations. . 75 cents. 

Geo ogical Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 15 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect of some Familiar Things. By W. M. 
Williams, F.0.8. o -books 1n one volume.: 
75 cents. . 

Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 75 cents. ! 

Upon the Origin of Alpine and Italian Lakes; 
and upon Glacial Erosion. A series of papers 
by Sir A. C. Ramsay. F.R.B., president ot the 
Geological Society. John Ball, M.R.LA., F. 

S., etc. Sir Roderick Murchison, F.R,8. 
D.C.L., president of the Royal Geographical 
society, Prof. A. Studer, of Berne. Prof, A. 
Fav e, of Geneva. Edward Whymper. With 
an Introduction, and Note: upon the Crigin 
and History of the Great’ Lakes of North 
America. by Prof. J. W. spencer, State Geolo- 
git of Georgia. Maps and Illus:rations.. 


loth, 75.cents, - 
The Pleasures of Life. By Sir John Lubbock, 
Bart. 7 cents. ] ‘ ' 
The Mystery of Matter,and The Philosophy of 
Ignorance ‘fhe kssential Nature of Religion. 


By J Allanson Picton. Two books in one vol- 
ume. Cloth, 75 cer ts. 


SELEOT WORKS OF RIOHARD A, 


Light Science for Leisure Hours . 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, aad other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, snd ether Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen E TE 
1. 


en dH. 


PROOTOR. 


ous Essays. Six books in one volume. 


SELECT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN. 
The Evo utionist at Large. 
Vignettes from Nature, and ^ 
Force and Energy; -a theoryof Dynamics: Three 
books in one volume. Cloth, $1. 


The Truth Seeker, | 


.28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Force and Matter; 


*moqMes of the Natura! Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali.y 
Based Thereon. 


Ex Proressor LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


vUSNTENTB; ` 

Forse and Matter. The Fitness of Things in 
immortality of Matter, ` Nature (Teleology), 
immortality of Force, Man, 
infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, ought, 
Wotion, Consciousness, 
form, |. Beat of the Soul, 
immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 

UWB, The [dea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 

WB, ital Force, 
The Heavens, . Lhe Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Fres Will, 

of the Earth, M 


LALLY s : 
Vriginal Generation ConcludüHng Observe. 
Secular Generation, , tions. 


Price. $31.50 Address THE TRUTH SEEKEU: 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder. which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. . 
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JYot for Parsons. 


A GcoLnoRED philosopher is reported to 
hav said: ‘* Life, my breddern, am mos’ly 
made up of prayin’ for rain and then wish- 
in’ it would cl'ar off.” Ste 

Senator Quay’s desire for a national 
Sunday law probably springs from his 
knowledge of how much devilment he can 
practice six days in the week.— Oakland 
Times. 


Somi people oppose all divorces, we know, 
And the death of the statute await; 
But there is a kind of divorce that should. 


DE ; 
m^ that of the church and the state. 
—N. Y. Press, 


Dzazzs in birds: ‘‘So, Dr. Sunday, you 
want a parrot?" Rev. Dr. Sunday: **Such 
is my present quest. Iam greatly capti- 
vated by the amazing intelligence of the 
feathered creatures.” Dealer: ‘‘ Well, 
here's a very intelligent bird." Rev. Dr; 
Sunday: ‘‘ Ah, indeed (to the bird), Polly 
want a cracker?” Polly: ''To hell with 
crackers. Gimme a whisky sour, and 
havitstrong.”"—Ex. -: 


Ix a local church meeting one of the 
deacons suggested that an entertainment 
of some kind be given for the purpose of 
raising enough money to clear off the 
church debt. ‘‘ How much is it?” asked a 
member. ''Only $200." ‘* And what was 
it for?” asked the interested pewholder. 
"Why," said the deacon, ‘‘it was for 
flowers and decorations used in celebrat- 
ing the church being at last freed from 
debt. "— Oakland, Cal., Saturday Press. 


FonErawER (traveling in ^ America): 
** Porter, can you get mea pack of cards?” 
Porter: **Yes sah (brings them). Seventy- 
five cents, sah." Traveler (paying and 
tearing open the covers): ‘‘ I want a table, 
too.” Porter: ‘* Yes sah (fits one and 
pockets & fee for the service). Thank you, | 
sab.” Traveler shuffles cards and deals 
out for soltaire. Porter (retires to end of 
car for five minutes, then returns): ‘‘Scuse 
me sah. Cards are not allowed to be 
played on dis coach on Sundays, sah.” 


Tun South Melbourne Presbytery has 
adopted a resolution by which it is in- 
tended to ‘‘set apart women of approved 
character and ability to assist in the spir- 
itual and temporal oversight of families.” 
This opens up a wide field for speculativ 
Paul Pryism. Already, tenders hav been 
called for a supply of gimlets, augers, 
light ladders, and night-glasses. ‘‘'To the 
prurient, all things are prurient,” but it 
would be a shocking disaster should some 
nervous citizen mistake these earnest re- 
formers for the dreaded burgling night 
prowler, and empty the contents of his 
revolver into the sacred ‘person of ‘‘ap- 
proved character !”— Melbourne Liberator. 


THE DEATH OF THE DEVIL. 
For the miracle that I'll retrace 
Quickly as the sketcher paints, 
Glory be to the Saint Ignace, 
Patron of all our littie saints. 
By a trick which really would seem most 
Infernal if ever saints misled,  ' 
He has made the devil giv up the ghost; . 
The devil is dead, the devil.is dead. 


Satan found him going to dine; 
Drink, or own yourself second best; 
Done! but he poured in the devil’s wine 
A’ powerful poison potently blest. 
Satan drinks, comes the colic quick; : 
He swears, he writhes, he dashes his 
hesd >: 
At last he bursts like a heretic: 
The devil is dead, the devil is dead. 


He is dead! the monks.all cry, 
None will purchase another agnus: 
He is dead! the canons sigh, 
Who will pay now for an oremus! 
The conclave shook in mortal fear, . 
Power and strong-box, adieu! they said, 
We hav lost our father dear: i 
The devil is dead, the devil is dead. 


Love won't serve us as fear of old 
Whose gifts hav overfilled our hands; 
Intolerance is almost cold, 
Who will kindle again its brands! 
If man escapes us, slips our rope, 
Truth will begin to lift her head, 
God will be greater than the pope: 
The devil is dead, the devil is dead. 


Ignatius runs to them with the cry, 
- Giv me, giv me his place and power; 

No one was frightened of him, bat I— 

I will make even the monarchs cower; 
Robberies, massacres, plagues, or wars 

Everywhere, oh, I’ll flourish, he said; 
God may hav what I fling out of doors; 

The devil is dead, the devil is dead. 


` Ah! brave homme! cried all the court, 
"We bless thee in thy malice and hate; 
And at once his order, Rome’s support, 
Saw its robe flutter at heaven’s gate. 
From the angels’ tears of pity fell; 
reges will hav cause to sue, they 
Bai : i 
Saint Ignatius inherits hell— 
The devil is dead, the devil is dead. . . 
—Translated from Beranger, by James 
Thomson, . 


POND'S EXTRACT |J. D. Shaw's Books. 


THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


—in a bottle—small size—and 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE - 
in curing that _ troublesome 
CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 
MOSQUITO BITE, PILES, 
SUNBURN, BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 
from which you are suffering. 
USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 
CAUTION A; discriminating intelli- 
: ! gent purchaser. demands 
QUALITY. Large bottles—ünd large 
profits—to unserupulous venders do 
not compensate for days of pain aid 
nights of torture that may be avoided 


, by inaisting that bo weak substitute 
be offered in piate of the GENUINE 


POND'S EXTRACT 


3 MADE ONLY BY 
PONO S FXTRACT CO., 76 Fifth Ave., Naw Yorks 


The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and- 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 84 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa J. E. Perry, mgr. 21t18 


ALL styles of watches “from $1.88 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Oo., 9 Murray 
street, New York. 52t19 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMEN'T 


Reynolds "Blasphemy Trial, 
l At Morristown, N. J. ` 


This is the greatest argument evermade in a case 
of this kind, and will be a podel for the Bar so 
long as. the Ohristians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Ohristian per 
secution is going on this ar. ent should be 
freely circulated, read to the stians, and ex- 
pounded op every occasion. ` B j 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. Q. HoLvoAKE. Price. 5 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin 


By Gzonaz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalists f 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley iu scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regar::ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the ^F urch so often reters: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 

nut organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
-upernatural design. . _Adaptation and 
beauty are -alike receiving their explanation at 
‘the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation 1n a manner and 
to an-extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religions mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words ae traditional enemy—Where is now 
thy God? 

Illustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
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BRAIN « BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


. AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
tare of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
Tis. eloanent m well re) gon cing. 

ce, clot, $1. ‘O88 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, 25 cente. Add 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 

saan rti PRESB is ving Wook of 
e 

pure t ought, and correct in all its utterances. 


ice, 25 cents. T: 
Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 


ibli an’s “ creation,” and 
HS en stor OF Dnominated “the fal? 
Price, 10 cents. à ‘ 

The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology. 
morals, and history. ‘Price, 10 cents. 

The Human Nature of Jesus. A refute 

i ti at he was a n 
tion of the ibat he was tho falAllment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cehta. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from s. 


fürmative standpoint, showing 
Sy nd d wi atitin. Price CON 
T 
andes. Lafayette place, New York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMERT & HOMESTEAD 


D 


Views of Speaker’s Platform 


AND 


The Assemblage. 


— 


What they are: 


1.: View of the Stand, with the speakers 


&nd other occupants standing, sh 
nel Iagersoll, 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et ai. 


2. Colonel Ingersoll Causes a Smile, 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. 


Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem, 


ence and Humanity. 


mottoes. 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Hooheile. on May auth, and are historically. 
otically, and artistically very valuable an 
be prized by thousands of 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 

aine. 
them worthy the subject and the ocoasion. The 


photograph- are 8x10 inches in size aud the price 


1s seventy-five cents each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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WAS 


CHRIST 
—95 BE 
By AUSTIN BIERBOWER,. 


& judicial consideration of the question,and the 
i Christian 


decision against the scriptures and the 
tradition. Toros, 10 cents, Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKEX. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


= Preface by R. 8. INGERSOLL, . 


irls anda young t 
ess, with & little money, fair education 
much courage, to make their way through 
world by go T4 to Chicago. The author 
the heroine. Th 


city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks. and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel ir gorsoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates in sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
7 ess 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF 
Vieare of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents 


£ owi ng Qolo- 
resident Rowley, 8. P. Put- 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 80th wreathed in flowers and tearing 
No other picture of the Monument 


splendid photographs. They were 


atri- 
A will 
ibera's who revere 


Mis- Levin has spared no pains tu make 


CRUCIFIED? 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
er brother who were left parent- 
and 
the 
RgO. 8 also 
The narrative is, in the main, a hise 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issozs oF 1801.—$8.  . Pd 
oe. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891 ...........,....... 80 25 
en, Women, and Gods. "Helen H. Gar- 


Dio AM 5s cei ERE BO. 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Dlus- M 

. érated......... sess. eee eA ate tease 

Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- " 
PU NNI ES 3 
Christian Absurdities. John Pec . 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire.... . 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine Illustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... $5 

Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

. son. Robert O. Adams..  ........... 25 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- ds 

DAI... vele 2 9s shies WER Yer erel ae 
The Fined Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. 'T. E Longshore ............... 50 
Issuxs or 1899.— $8. 
fidel Death-Beds. Q. W. Foote.. .......... 25 
ghts a Man Thomas Paine. Illustra- d 
HB MEC 
Was OhristOrucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew,’ and Cradle.. Helen H. Gar- 
uz dene... u.s o s sepe eios eia . 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg.... 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk...... x 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire................ "EE 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i 
Cock,........... EXTUS pauris eae Saks dean 
Liberty in Literatüte. . Testitonjal t 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 2b 
Six Lectures oh Astronomy. Riobard A. 
Proctor........ . SERES SUV penses ps ` 16 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
i9eeV queis SEU res m w... 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged.... 80 
False, Claims of the Ohuro 
Remsburg....... 1.0.6. ccccececceccavevece 10 
Issues or 1898.— $8. 
"Thomas Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 
Ingersoll gibrcseedu epe OH N OK IN CMS 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
50 
T 4 
d 50 
ligion a Lie. S. P. Putnam. . 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
HE TBUTH SEHEEKER......... ves 15 
sbraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 
John Fensburg. TERRE 50 
Pen Pictures of !he World's Fair. llus- 
trated. utnam....... le EXE DECR RR 2b 
Common Sense. ‘Thomas Paine.............. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine... 15 
Pleasure and rrogress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein . 10 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson E 
Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
ewhall Conventi...... cece serene 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
e Wixon............00, Fasso EET 10 
Issues or 1804.— $8, 
Thumbsorew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald — 10 
*lf-Oontradictions of the Bible. W. H. Burr 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 


as thoy appear. 

Yearly subsoribers at $3 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers so:d at prices quoted 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced.. 


Take Advantage of these Manufactu- 
rer’s Prices. 

REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES 
Including Rockford, Elgin. Wa'tham, Hampden. 

Gentienren’s Size. . 

Prices: In 3 ounce silverine case 7 jewels 85; 11 
ewels, 86 50; 15 jewels, $8; 15 Jewels. fully ad- 
usted, 810; 17 jewels, adjusted, $14. 
Coin silver case, $'0, $11 m 8. [i5 $19. In 4 
ounce, $1 extra. In 14 kt gold filied. open face, 
21 year Case, $14, $15.50. $17, #19. 823. Hunting 
case, $8 extra. In 10 kt., 15 year caso, either 
kind, #8 less. 

Ladies! Size. 

Prices; In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
caves, 7 jewels, $18; 11 jewels, $14.60; 15 jewels, 
$19. In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $23. 
$24.: 0, $29. 

TIE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
cat: hable) hair pring, be utiful, double sunt, 
ans ed dial, nickel, gol damascened finish, ad- 
usted to heat and cold and positions Lates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect time 
keeper. - 

Gentlemen's Size. 

Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case. 8 9, 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; geld filled 14 kt., 21 years. open 
face. 528. Huning, #82; 10 kt, 15 year cascs, 88 


ess. 
Ladies! Stze. 


P.ices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $80 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. dedo 
All gold and filled vases made bv beu! manufac- 
turers as Boss, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 
engine turned, or artistically engraved. 
Goods shipped by express, charges prepatd. 
SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWBLBER. 
Send for price-lists ROCHELLE. ILL. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


n of the Doctor’s 
5 Our 


ward Application—a positive cure elie only rem 
ady of the kind in existence—witn evidence: of 320 
wes, Address, ë VR, R. p, FELLOWS, 
, 5* whare vou saw thia adve, Vineland, NJ 


sa I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIRERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the Jand 
will give me their pat nage apd not waste their 
time and money on Obristian doctorr.—Dr. Fel- 


" 
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And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the 


ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes. 


And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had - 


seen standing before the river, and ran into him in the fury of his power.—Dan. viii, 5, 6. 


JY ows of the (Doo. 


OnHornERA is spreading in Russia and 
Austria. 


Tun Sante Fé railroad receivers will not 
employ union labor. 


Ture has been more turbulence in the 
Pennsylvania coke district. 


Tun goid reserve in the treasury has 
fallen to about $55,000,000. ' 


Iowa and Kansas Republicans in their 
state platforms entirely ignore prohibition. 


A OoNFERENOE of the Democratic leaders 
in New York has been in informal session 
at Saratoga. 


Non-unton railway and other workmen 
are killed here and there in different parts 
of the country. 


In a head-on collision on the Big Four 
near Cincinnati on July 23d three persons 
were killed and ten injured. 


FRnurr is scarce in the Eastern markets, 
California has long been unrepresented 
and the nativ crop is very short. 


TeNNESSER convicts at Tracy City 
mutinied and one guard and one convict 
were killed and others wounded, ` 


Tre Senate Committee on Territories 
has reported favorably on the admission 
of Arizona and New Mexico as states. 


Av a fire in Washington, D. O., on July 
2bth three firemen were crushed to death 
and two hundred draught horses burned, 


Tae Republicans of Wisconsin hav 
nominated William H. Upham for gover- 
nor. The nomination is said to plesse the 
A. P. A. 


Tus A. R. U. strike leaders are out on 
bail and their cases hav gone over to Sep- 
tember, owing to the illness of government 
attorney Edwin Walker. - A 


MxwivuEn, the Anarchist, on trial for 
blowing up the Oafé Véry in the spring of 
1892, has been found guilty and sentenced 
to penal servitude for life. 


DzNavz fever has broken ont in the de- 
tachment of the Third Artillery stationed 
at Key West. There hav been 55 cases in 
the garrison of 115. No deaths. : 


A. W. QARPENTER, editor of the Vin- 
dicator, organ of the Populists of south- 
west Texas, was shot and killed by Popu- 
list Sheriff Walter Durbin on J uly 22d. 


Tur attempted investigation of the 
charges of corruption against the officials 
of the Kansas penitentiary at Leavenworth 
led to a fight between Warden Chase and 
Judge McDonnell. 


Tug war between China and Japan has 
been opened by Japanese victories on the 
sea, several Chinese transports loaded with 
troops being sunk, while the Ohinese war- 
ships sailed away. 

Tur business part of Belle Plaine, Iowa, 


was destroyed by fire on July 28th, 
Among the property burned was the hard- 


ware store of that prince of Liberals, 
Charles P. Hosmer. 


In the tariff Cleveland. Gorman imbrog- 
lio every Democratic paper in the country 
stands by the president. Gorman has the 
support of the more partisan of the Repub- 
lican papers and of the New York Sun. 


Tsu Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen 
for the district between and including 
Boston and Troy will expel all members 
who participated in the late sympathetic 
strike, Rule 10 of that organization for- 
bidding such strikes, 


Tue assassination of President Carnot 
and the commission of other crimes has 
led to the adoption by the French Cham- 
ber of Deputies of & most drastic anti- 
Anarchist law. It may lead toa reaction 
against the government. 


Oaprain DoB2RTY and wardmen Hock 
and Meehan of the New York police force; 
who were tried before the commissioners. 
for receiving money from keepers of dis- 
orderly houses for ‘‘ protection,” were 
found guilty and dismissed from the force. 


Tue commission appointed by President 
Oleveland, under the law of 1888, to in- 
vestigate the A. R. U. strike, consists of 
Oarroll D. Wright, commissioner of labor, 
Kernan, of New York, and Judge 
N. E. Worthington, of Peoria, Ill. 


ArTER several days of caustic debate. in 
the Senate, in which Gorman, Smith, and 


Vest sharply attacked the president, and |: 


Hill, Vilas, Oaffery, and Daniels defended 

him, the tariff bill was sent back to the 

conierenoe committee without instruc- 
ons. 


Nixouar M.  YapmmvrpsEE, the well- 
known Russian author and publicist, has 
just died at Barnaul. He was the founder 
and editor of the astern Review, and 
-was considered the best-infor medman 
in the world in regard to the’ history, 
archæology, and anthropology of Asiatic 

assia, 


Tue new Russian settlements on the 
Zerafshan River in Asia hav, with the spe- 
cial favors granted to Sarmacand, which 
is under Russian control, so reduced the 
water supply that Bokhara seemed doomed 
to extinction. Nowa canal is to be dug 
from the Oxus to Bokhara. ‘It will be one 
of the great industrial achievements of the 
century. 


A mos attacked a flock of sheep near 
Meeker, Oolorado, on July 26th, and, 
after tying Gen. Allzbrook and a 
deputy sheriff who had them in charge, 
stabbed, clubbed, and shot to death about 
250 of the sheep. Then they went to 
Smith & Timmer’s camp and killed 101 
blooded rams, This is one of the period- 
ical skirmishes in the chronic war be- 
tween the sheep raisers and. the small 
rauchmen of the West. 


NortHERN Wiscunsin has been swept by 
the worst forest fires in the history of the 
state. Several towns within a radius of 
one hundred miles of Ashland hav been 
Partially. or wholly destroyed. These in- 
clude Phillips, Prentice, Mason, and 
Shore’s Orossing. Many lives were lost, 
including sixteen on a raft upon which 


' people were trying to escape from Phil- 
lips. Many: railroad bridges and other 
railroad property destroyed. 
being rushed to the sufferers. Governor 
Peck went to Phillips to take charge of the 


work of succor. f 


THERE is a severe drought in several of 
the Western states. ' Last week a ‘‘ hot 
wave” aggravated the trouble, and on 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday New York 
was scorched almost beyond precedent. 
The government thermometer observa- 
tions, taken at quite an altitude, giv no 
adequate idea.of the temperature at the 
street level. In New York and Brooklyn 
ten persons-were killed and many others 
prostrated by the heat on Sunday. Oen- 
tral Park was practically deserted, while 
hundreds of thousands went to the more 
distant parks, where they could get on the 
grass, and to the seashore, 


HYPNOTISM. My original method, $1. 100 
page pamphlet, 10c. One on Personal Magnet- 
ism, 10c.. Dk. ANDERSON, T.S. 8. Masonic Temple, 
Chicago. j 52126 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL POR $1.50. 


. Evolution. 
By B. F. Underwood................ Price 6 cents’ 
The World's Parliament of Religions. 
By Tenney.................. Pais aerate Price 10 cents 
The Gods. 
By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 


Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 2 í 


s- By McCamn............cceeee cence Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. 

By Henry Frank.............. .... Price 25 cents 
The Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
Church and State. 

By “Jefferson” .........0.2eeccaee + Price 10 cente 
Religion of Humanity. ' 

By Benwell........................ Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4 cents 
Dwight L. Moody. . B 

By Susan H. Wixon.......... POPE Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 

By an Old Yarmer................. Price 15 cents 
God In the Constitution. 

By Ingersoll................... ees. Price 10 cents 
Effacement of Christianity. 

By Holyoske....... viétradsVe e sire Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. J 

By Holyoake................. ees Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll's Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 

By H. L. Green.................... Price 4 cents 
Religion in the Republic. Í 

By M, A. Freeman............0.0.- Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney................ eese Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (1linstrated). TRAMA 

By Flower & Wakeman..... dies Price 15 cents 


Jehovah Interviewed. .................. Price 6 cents 
- Cosmology against Theology. 


% By Vindex........... ze... o.. Price 15 cents 


PRiESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Bev. G. T. Fox, MA. 
Price.1b cents. address this omice. 


| Bible Inquirer. By 


Relief is | 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbserew and Rack, ! Illustrations sne- 

- cially prepared, and the text by.Geo.. E. Mac 

doneld. Paper, 10 cents. Mac, 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price,15 cents dme teu EE 

Abraham Liucoln: Was He a Christian? 
By john E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. : 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus. 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. : 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease, 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, ' 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Pesigned by an Intel. 
Jigent Being. Bv the Editor of Taz Troy: 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. he 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States, 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. 
Bell. Cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. NS 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
qua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Sovia] 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 

Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 

' Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, Li. b. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. : . 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God. 
Ide» to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. ' 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. : UN : 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents: cloth, 40 cents. M 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1: paper. 50 cents —' 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethonght, By Frank- 
lin Steiner Paper, 10 cents. tx 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein's Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu. . 


alists. Paper, 10 cents. ‘ t 
Andrew. Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents.  . ee a . 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. " 
IN PRESS. "I 
Four Hundred Years of. Freethought, 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 


elegant binding, over one hundred por- 
traits, $5. i 


Researches in Oriental History, 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- . 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, — mi: 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D; 
Fourth Edition. : 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- : 


ers. 

Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. . i $5 

Part MI- Meriva Hon of Ohristianity ; twenty 
chapters. PE : 

Part 1v. Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. ; 


Press Notices, 

The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
ood, and as the facts upon which the. argument 
8 based arelargely Christian, our theological 
friends will have some hard nuts tó crack if they 

attempt to answer them.— Boston Investigator.: 
is book is one of the most thorough and. 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 

across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 
Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.—Progressive 

hinker. ` £ 


- Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


| Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 


Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 2c. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 

` pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, ' 

: Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second . 
| edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine: 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
` lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. : 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a ministers praying God to kill grasshop ers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
erusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Facti. 
ce, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 

Church, Price, 5 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A Missionary Scheme. 

Tux Truts Sxexer has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property " pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 
hav also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
' more thousands of Truru Seekers hav been seat- 
tered broadeast over the land. 

With the advent of hot. weather the political 
bodies will soon adjourn, but the people of the 
country will remain in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
and we want to devote a little attention to them. 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s * Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food forthought. It is-written 
for the average. mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
. church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to-corner the parson. It has never 
been “ answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 


hav given away thousands.of them among the peo- | and we will make the selection of the target and 


ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 


liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 


"| T&uTE Seexer, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 


whom we all loved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach.. 

Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine's * AGE OF REASON.” 

If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few  F'reeihinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the fund 


take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book, 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don't select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


Mr. Putnam reports good comradeship among 
the islands of the north. There seems to be a 
natural sympathy between Freethought and fron- 
tier civilization, probably owing to the lack of the 
conservatism and bigotry which paralyze thought 
where stupidity is strong enough to support the- 
church. Meanwhile we are still receiving orders 
for Mr. Putnam’s great book, “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” which goes with Tux Teura 
Suxxzr one year for $6.50. Since last acknowledg- 
ment, the following hav taken advantage of this 
offer: Alex DeLong and James Davidson, Montana; 
Dr. R. C. Lacey, Texas; Z. W. Tinker, Pennsylva- 
nia; Wm. Moellvain, New York. 


The following sums hav been received at this 
office, to be applied to the defense of Mr. J. B. 
Wise: M. M; Murray, $10; Henry Schmidt, $1; 
John Helm, $5. 
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the Most Magnificent. Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. . 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
. the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time-of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. e 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. ete ot ! T DE 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


* Four Hundred Years of Freethought" will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages. 


of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 

tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. f 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, . ; 

more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 

Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 

lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 

frcm the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. e sei 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as.a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. $9 X 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments : 


Philosophy. | Science. |, Education and Literature. Government and Politics.: , Woman?s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. | Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Oastelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
ocke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. - Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. ^ Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mil — Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 
The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 
. It will give a history of the wd 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and. 


local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. f ' 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have wen dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of l - 


Oapt. R. C. Adams, 
John R. Charlesworth, 
Samuel P. Putnam, 
John E. Remsburg, 
Franklin Steiner, 


Susan H. Wixon, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Mrs. Oharles Watts, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Hey wood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


George E. Macdonald, 
E. M. Macdonald, 

L. K. Washburn, 
Ernest Mendum, 
Charles Watts, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin ` E. A. Stevens, James Parton, ; Lillian Leland, 
Judge O. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have. contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
snouid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survéy of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. | ) 

^ The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 

will. be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 
This book will contain ADU 

Over Six Hundred Pages ofi Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


It wil be elegantly bound. It wi:l be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
i This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
can afford to be without it. Itis a library in itself. : 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Mrs. Robert C. Adams, ' 


HOW 'TO GET. 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT - 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER.) . 

-We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam- whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tur 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs * Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” -Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: == = 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates (#12 in 
all, and we will-send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 

And further, to aid our friends in 


getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer : 2 


To the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, 


| post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories. 


Comically Illustrated 
By, WATSON HESTON, | 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. ` ` 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 


With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- | 


,| scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either ‘Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,’ or W, S. Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
by post or express. | : 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get THE TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar bock for $8. - 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. — 
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$3.00 Per Yea, 


New York, Saturday, “August a I, 1894. {28 LAFAYETTE PL. 


FHE T RU T H S EE K E R. Is the Bible Under the Ban of the Laws of nothing ; the pamphlet, as a whole, niust be rele: 
. the United States? ~. : | gated,.in the estimation of the uncritical publié, td 
d has several times happened that officials and the limbo of obscene. literature because of the 
| special agents who were themselvs Christians hav 
endeavored to punish Liberals for sending extracts | Judges and juries. 
from: the Bible through the mails. This was |: Neither were the manifestly good intentions of 
attempted: under what are popularly. known as the | the author any. shield for himself or Mr. Bennett. 
Comstock postal statutes, or, less. ambiguonsly; the |No reasonable; fair-minded reader of. *Oupid's 
Obscene Literature law. | Yokes” could help: seeing, that Mr. Heywood 
Among those thus attacked was George Francis | meant well, whatever might be thought of his style, 
Train. He published certain Bible passages, with-.| bis methods, or his ideals of social life. He did not 
‘oat coment He Was thrown’ imio. Mie prison. intend to.corrupt, he did not intend to diminish the 
known as the Tombs, New York ‘city, but was Suum total of health, honor, and happiness ; he did 
never brought to trial. It would appear that his Do intend to destroy anything which he regarded 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT, 


E, M. MAODONALD, - + - - - Editor and Manager. 
‘98 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, - - -  - AUGUST 11, 1894. : 


. SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, i in advance.. sessiveicses soneceee $3 06 

One subscription two years, in advanoo ins ctecceseedeveweuesese 5 00. 
Two new subsoribers...........ccseeso eese eene esee costoso 5 00. 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one rumano 9.00. 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


TANOD ouaaa EE cere roe reo eh eresb c dea aR Laa 0 i 
One eu beetiUHDE with three new subscribers, in one remit- Te persecutors became ashamed of their accusations | 88 zi d TEE to men a Sam It was in 
018100... Coe e resserEkso vk er P vera sveerickegrersvPoeE 30 against God's infallible word. for they wanted to: vain t at @SSr3s. . ennett and eywood and their 
ck Mee ee dai eo |release Mr. Train without a trial. He, however, | Counsel sought to impress these truths upon. the 
Any Huber ovar five at the same rate, invariably with one would not be a party to any such arrangement, | minds of the jurymen. The general character of 


the book went for nothing; the self-evidently good 
intentions of the writer had no weight, the accused 
were railroaded.to prison because judges and jurors 
thought they had found something obscene in a few 
plain words in half a dozen or so short passages. 
So judged, what would become of the Bible and its 
circulators ? 

Neither Mr. Bennett nor Mr. Heywood was per- 
mitted on-his trial to show by the testimony of 
reputable publishers and book dealers that «‘Oupid’s 
Yokes” was circulating in the regular channels of 
trade, and consequently could not be assumed to 
belong in the class of unquestionably interdicted 
literature. . They were not permitted to call in evi- 
dence literary experts, although expert testimony is 
readily admitted in ‘all other trials; they were not 
permitted to show. their juries that the Bible, that 
Shakspere,: that Byron, that Smollett, and scores 
of other classics contained matter fully as open to 
the charge of obscenity, to state it very mildly, as 
anything in the little work of the Princeton agitator. 
If the Bible were to be judged by the same rules of 
evidence that Judges Benedict and Olark insisted 
upon enforcing when D. M. Bennett and E. H. 
Heywood were on trial, what jury eould avoid de- 
claring it ip offense under the obscenity statutes, 
and bringing in a verdict of guilty against whomso- 
eyér should be found to hav. Pepgertes a copy of it 
for mailing? 


‘refusing to leave the prison until tried and dis- 
charged.- But his pious enemies would not meet 
the issue squarély. At last an order came from. 
Albany to take down the Tombs prison, which was 
| very unhealthful. This, of course, necessitated the 
removal of the prisoners, and Mr. Train could no. 
longer refuse to leave. Having thus gotten him off. 
their hands by: a dishonest ruse, the prison was| 
|not touched. ‘He ‘had been immured six months 
on a charge which his accusers did not dare press, 
lest they should. damage the Bible, all this time 
denied his constitutional right to'a speedy trial by 
a jury of his peers. -It was an outrage reflecting 
infinit discredit. on all who were concerned in. the 
cowardly attempt to strike.down the liberty of the 
press and mails and render of no value the most 
precious guarantees of citizen rights. Mr. Train’s 
right to send a part of the Bible through the mails 
was assuredly not less than that of the Bible so- 
cieties to send the book as a whole. © 

If the Christians regard the Bible as obseene, 
why do they continue to eireulate it by the millions 
of copies, and put it into the hands of children in 
homes, Bible classes, Sunday schools, Epworth 
Leagues, Young People’s Societies of Christian En- 
deavor, and the common schools? [f it is not 
obscene, why do they prosecute Freethinkers who 
transmit through the mails ungarbled excerpts | 
from it? If it be said that the book cannot fairly 
be judged by isolated passages, that its general | 
character must be taken into consideration, and 
that the intent of the writers and disseminators 
plays a very important part in determining the 
legal status of the work, we reply that the reason- 
ing is sound, but we ask at once why the publica- 
tions of Freethinkers and physiologists, prosecuted | 
under the same statutes, are not given the benefit 
of these facts and arguments? To illustrate: Take 
“Qupid’s Yokes,” the pamphlet which caused the 
imprisonment of Mr. D. M. Bennett, the founder of 
Tug Truru Seeger, and of its author, Mr. E. H. ' 
Heywood, and what were the rulings of the judges 
who presided at the trials of these earnest reform- 
ers? The indictments were based upon a few 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, : 
postal order, drajt on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications ang make: draJts, oheoks, . post-oftee 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New' York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of: 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow-. 
ing handsome premium offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trorn T RENN one. 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). ` By taking advantage’ 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see oppositi 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 

For $5 we wil send Taz Terors Sxuexer one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete”: 
($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will ETE Taz Taura SEEKER uoe 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and | 
Reformers” ($8). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tas Teura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Trura Saager one 

year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru Szrxrs one year! 
($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book" | 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tux Truta SEskER one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tue Taurg SrrkER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


of five years in the penitentiary for sending through 
the mails a copy of his paper containing the “ Mark- 
land Letter,” he was, in fact, punished for just one 
word, a Latin physiological name, which is found in 
all standard medical books and journals where the 
anatomy of the human reproductiv functions is de- 
scribed or its pathology explained. No sensible 
person could claim that the article which contained 
the scientific term was, on the whole, calculated to 
promote yice or encourage the invasion of the weak 
by the strong, and that Mr. Markland’s intention 
was to induce a greater respect for the person and 
rights of woman was clearly shown in every line of 
his righteously-indignant expogure and condemnp- 
short, scattered passages in the pamphlet, and it|tion of a foul wrong. But because he was so im- 
was held that these, being found, in the opinion | prudent as to make use of p physiological term 
of judge and jury, within the inhibition of the | which vulgar minds hay stained with their own 
statute, were sufficient to convict the defend-|pruriency, his letter was pounced upon by the 
ants and subject them to the very severe pen- | agents of a society which terrorizes the writers and 
alties of the law. It was plain that the general publishers ‘of the country and helps keep the people 
character of the pamphlet was not such as to bring ignorant in regard to matters concerning which 
it within the purview of the statute against obscene | they most need information. Arrest the Secretary 
literature, for the language in which it was couched | of the American Bible Society for mailing a copy of 
was unobjectionable even to the prosecutors, except | the Bible, and a liundred passages in the “ sacred ” 
in the few places covered by the specifications of | volume could be cited, any one of which would send 
the indictments, and it was undoubtedly an. earnest | him to prison for the longest term allowed by the 
protest against all forms of prostitution and other | obscenity law if the same rules of evidence were 
censurable sexual relations. But all this availed l enforced against him that were used to orush Moses 


strained: inferpretation put upon a few lines by 


When Mr. Moges Harman was given a sentence 


— 


500 
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Harman when he was tried for mailing the “ Mark- 


land Letter." 


Of course there are Christians who attempt to save | 
their fetich by asserting that there is nothing in the: 
We 
are treated to dissertations on the “ honest blank 
ness” of the Old Testament writers, and are told that. 
they are “frank,” “candid,” and “plain,” and call} 
They did not think of impu- 
rity, did not intend to demoralize, we are assured. 
But cannot the same truthfully be said for * Cupid’s 
Yokes,” Trall’s «Sexual Physiology,” * Marsupial 
Animals,” “The Markland Letter,” and for’ the 
writers of these books, pamphlets, and letters? 
Where is the obscenity—in intent or in fact—in 
any of these works, when measured by the same 
standard that the Christian defenders of the Bible 
If 
Heywood, Bennett, and Harman were justly con-. 
victed, not another copy of the Bible should be: 
permitted to befoul the mail bags of the United 


“a spade a spade.” 


wish to apply to the phraseology of that book? 


States. 


— 


THE CASE OF J. B. WISE—ITS HISTORY. 


Mr. J. B. Wise resides at Clay Center, Kansas. 
He is a man past middle life and carries an 
Although a stanch Freethinker, he 
has the respect of the Christian people of the com- 
When not engaged in other useful labor, 


empty sleeve. 


munity. 
he travels about the country selling Liberal and 
scientific books and soliciting subscriptions for 
Freethought papers. 
to his very scanty income, and helps bring nearer 
the time when such outrages as that we are about 
to describe will no longer be possible in this land 
that should be free. 
Mr. Wise into contact first and then into conflict 
with an orthodox minister stationed at Industry, 
Kansas. 


inclined to substitute denunciation for argument, 
and, as the event has proved, perfectly willing to 
invoke the mighty power of the nation to help 


him crush a poor and crippled antagonist whose 


offense consists in calling the attention of the 
divine to a certain passage of “holy” scripture. A 
more unmanly act than this of Rev. Mr. Vennum’s 
it would be difficult to imagine. The two men had 
got into a discussion regarding the Bible and were 
carrying it on by means of letters and postal cards. 


In answer to some assertion made by the preacher, 


Mr. Wise copied on a postal card the twelfth verse 
-of the thirty-sixth chapter of Isaiah, and sent it to 
the reverend gentleman who pretends to believe that 
it is his duty, when smitten on one cheek, to turn 
the other for another blow. He had received no 
physical wound, and so had no occasion to appeal 
to the law for vengeance, even if he has found a 
way to excuse himself to his own conscience for 
not obeying the non-resistant commands of his 
“master” when he is personally assaulted, if ever. 
He claims to be fighting the battles.of the Lord 
with the sword of the spirit. Mr. Wise had not 
been able to reconcile the claims made for the 
Bible as a divinely inspired book with the internal 
evidence which it furnishes that it is the produc- 
tion of men neither intellectually infallible nor 
morally perfect. Mr. Vennum, vaunting himself 
as a gentleman of education and refinement, had 
no business to resort to physical force, legal or 
extra-legal, so long as his Freethought antagonist 
made use of mental and moral weapons only in 
attack and defense. Even had Mr. Wise assailed 
Mr. Vennum with his one hand or slandered him 
with his tongue, the latter, as a Christian and a 
minister, would not have been justified in retaliating 
either with his fists or through the law. If he is a 
consistent follower of the man whom he claims as 
God and accepts as his leader, he cannot return 
evil for evil, nor even ask back the garment stolen 
from him. On the other hand, dismissing the 
teachings of Jesus and Mr. Vennum’s positive 
assertions that he accepts them as the very oracles 
of God, and stepping on to a purely human plane 
of motive and action, we are still unable to find 
even the shadow of an excuse for the dastardly 
conduct of this minister. 


In this way he adds a little 


His canvassing work brought 


This man's name is H. B. Vennum. He. 
is described as of great stature and abundant girth, 
overbearing and dictatorial in his manners, much. 


He has not been in any 


not been slandered by the utterances of old Mr. 


for damages. 
revenge. ` 


priest and the crippled Freethinker. 


works of the great French Infidel. 


under such circumstances ? 


ard and a scoundrel ? 


reason and honest, fair examination? And what 
Freethinker who respected himself would stand by 
Mr. Wise in a fight so inaugurated ? 
parison is a feeble one, for Mr. Wise does not be- 
lieve that Voltaire was inspired; he does not believe 
that he was morally without fault; he does not be- 
lieve that his intellect was unlimited in its capacity 
to acquire knowledge and. communicate’ it to bis 
fellows. : Mr. Vennum does believe—at least he 
says so—that the Bible is God's revelation to man, 


inerrant and without: stain of immoral teaching. 


And yet he solemnly declares that Mr. Wise is 
amenable to the laws of the United States against 
obscene literature: because he deposited for trans- 
mission through the mails a postal card upon which 
was written an extract from the Bible—only this and 
nothing more!: In the name of all the saints of all 
the churches, what a confession! How many honest, 
sensible Christians will defend and sustain Mr. 


Vennum in this miserable attack upon the one- 


armed Freethinker ? 


As we wish to giv in this issue a full statement 
regarding the persecution of Mr. Wise, so far as it 
has developed itself, that the editors of the country 
may comment intelligently upon it, we reproduce 
some letters, etc., that have appeared in previous 
numbers. 

The first intimation of Mr. Wise’s trouble that 
reached the Freethinkers of the East was the in- 
formation contained in this letter : 


** OLAY CENTER, KAN., June 26, 1894. 

** EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Inclosed you will find a letter 
from J. B. Wise, with whom you are more or less ac- 
quainted, as he is the distributor of Freethought litera- 
ture in these parts. For some time he carried on a cor- 
respondence by letter with the Rev, Vennum. Each was 
trying to convert the other, and of course quoted script- 
ure. I have read one or two of Vennum's letters, and 
advised Mr. Wise to quit, as it was doing no good; he 
promised to do so, but wound up by quoting the twelfth 
verse of the thirty-sixth chapter of Isaiah on a postal 
card, without comment. The reason he used a card was 
that, being very poor, a cripple with only one arm; also 
crippled in his chances of making a living because he is a 
Liberal, he at the time was out of funds; no stamps or 
stationery, but happening to hav a postal card, he used it, 
thinking no harm. Now about two months ago a postgl 
inspector came to my place, where Wise happened: to be 
that day, and asked if he wrote the card. ‘ Yes,’ replied 
Wise, and the inspector asked the reason why. He was 
told and then left. We thought the matter had dropped, 
hearing no more of it for so long a time. But about the 
22d of this month Wise disappeared, and by accident I 
heard about it three or four days afterward, but could 
not find out where he was until I heard from Sheriff 
Neeley, of Topeka, and Sheriff Rothenberger, of Leaven- 
worth, having previously written to them. Mr. Wise's 
letter will explain the rest. I am now going to try to 
bail him out if it is possible for me to do so. 

** GzoRaE HARBISON.” 


Acoompanying the letter from Mr. Harrison was 


way injured in his person; he has not been de- 
spoiled of his property or any portion of it; he has 


"Wise, nor has he been.libeled by the card which 
that gentleman mailed to him. He had no claims 
He had no decent reason to desire 


Let us reverse the positions of the Christian 
Let us sup- 
pose that, in the course of a discussion of the merits. 
of the writings of Voltaire, Mr. Vennum had tran- 
scribed on a postal card a passage from one of the 
. Then suppose 
further (which we admit puts a hard strain on the 
imaginative faculty) that Mr. Wise had lost his 
temper and caused the arrest of Mr. Vennum under 
some unconstitutional law of the United States, 
thus subjecting him to inconvenience, ignominy, | 
serious expense, imprisonment in jail pending the 
procurement of bail, indictment, trial, and possible 
incarceration in the penitentiary, which would carry 
with it the probable destruction of his business and 
not unlikely the undermining of his health and his 
premature death.. What would be said of Mr. Wise 
Would not the Chris- 
tian brethren of Mr. Vennum call the Infidel a cow- 
-Would they not say, and 
truly, that his villainous attack upon the clergyman 
was a confession that he did not dare attempt the 
defense of Voltaire’s works with the weapons of 


But the com- 


-obscene ? 


one from Mr. Wise himself, in which he Wrote, 
among other things: 


tt TiXAVENWORTH, KAN., June 24, 1894, 

“Mr. Harrison, Dear Friend: Your kind and wel- 
come letter received to-day. I was promised. sa` speedy 
hearing by the United States marshal fróm Topeka (the 
man who brought me to this place), but as yet I hav had 
not even a hearing, and it seems I can get no satisfaction 
from anyone—not even the United States Marshal 
Neeley or the United States District Attorney Perry— 
and what to do Ido not know. This Ido know: I am 
now in the Leavenworth jail and have been ever since 
Saturday noon, June 16th, and have spent half of that 
time in a locked cell, which i is anything but pleasant, es- 
pecially this hot weather. I wrote. day before yesterday 
to friend Tebbe in regard to my case, as I could get no 
hearing and no satisfaction whatever in regard to it, and 
that I would like very much indeed if it suited him to 
come and see about it. I was going to come to see you 
before the United States marshal and I started from Clay 
Center, but I did not have time, as I had to start with 
him directly after he had me arrested, in order to take 
the evening freight train east. — Your true friend, 

ah *** J, B. Wise, - 
“Leavenworth, Kan. (Care of Sheriff. )” 

The National Defense Association and Tar Taura 
Szzxer immediately interested themselves in the 
case, and the F'reethinkers of the country were soon 
made acquainted with all the circumstances then 
known to us and to Mr. J. E. Remsburg. Counsel 
was retained, a call for defense funds made, and 
prompt steps taken to obtain bail for this victim of 
a clergymen beaten in argument and ashamed of his 
Bible. Mr. Wise obtained a bondsman two weeks 
before he was released. We will let him tell the 
‘story himself. In a letter dated at Clay Center, 
July 16th, he says: 

“I was confined just four weeks last Antari noon, 
July 14th, at which time I was released on a bond of $300 
furnished by my Liberal friend, George Harrison, of Clay 
Center, Kan. My bond was given almost two weeks be- 
fore I left jail, but I could not get any one to release me. 
United States Marshal Neeley of Leavenworth was the 
proper one to do that, but for the last four weeks he was 
away from home most.of the time looking after the 
strikers, and for that reason I was not released. There- 
fore I spent just four weeks in jail, coming home last 
Saturday evening, July 14th. 

** The court will convene October 8, 1894, at which time . 
I will have to make my appearance. ° * Lintend to go 
around in the meantime among my Liberal friends in this 
community and see whether they will assist me to secure a 
lawyer. What I want is an able lawyer, and one that will 
not charge too much. As you are aware, I am a very 
poor man financially, and hav to depend on my friends 
almost entirely if I secure a lawyer at all. If not, I will 
hav to depend on the state to provide me with counsel, 
I hope all the Freethought papers throughout the United 
States will hav something to say about my case and shame 
the Christians so that they will go to work and investigate 
the Bible thoroughly and see for themselvs what. that 
Bible really is.” 

It is a shame that any man, who must be as- 
sumed to be innocent until adjudged guilty, should 
be compelled to remain in prison weeks after his 
bonds have been signed and approved. The federal 
courts are badly managed, persons charged with 
crime being often kept in prison for many months, 
sometimes for a year or more, before they are 
granted the “speedy ” trial to which they.are en- 
titled by the Constitution. Mr. Wise is certainly 
justified in feeling that he has been badly treated 
by the officials and he should receive heavy damages 
for those two weeks of imprisonment to which he 
was subjected through no fault of his own. Who- 
ever is responsible should pay for this flagrant 
neglect of duty. 


Can Mr. Wise be convicted of violation of the 
national obscenity statutes? Was the mailing of 
the postal card on which he had written the verse 
from the Bible a contravention of the law? Will 
the courts hold the Bible, or any part of it, to be 
Of course it is impossible to forecast the 
decision of a court, but it does not seem possible 
that any judge and jury will declare that the defend- 
ant in this case is guilty. If they do, such decision 
will shut the Bible out of the mails and put it fairly 
upon a level with other books. This would be & 
substantial victory for equal rights and would do 
much to open the eyes of the people to the actual 
composition of the Bible and to the evils that are 
inevitable under the national obscenity statutes. 
But if Mr. Wise is acquitted it will show that there 
is not one law for the Bible and for Freethought 
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and scientific works. It will reveal in a still 
stronger light the real motives of Comstock and his 
confrères in securing the enactment of the law, 


radical literature which his society was going to 
“stamp out.” In another view of the matter, the 
release of Mr. Wise would be a victory for fair play, 
for it would. show that Freethinkers have equal 
rights with Christians in the dissemination of the 
Bible or parts thereof. On the other hand,: 


a privileged book. So, however we look at this 

prosecution and whatever its outcome, we see that 

Bible idolatry will be weakened, the one- sided and 

unconstitutional obscenity statutes discredited, and 
some more brains made receptive to the truth that 

the mail system was designed for the use of all the 

people, not to enforce any coterie's standard of 
good taste in literature and art. 


Why we are inclined to believe that Mr. Wise: 


will escape conviction will appear in what immedi- 
ately follows. In April, 1891, Mr. B. C. Murray, 


‘editor of the Sunday Gazetteer of Denison, Texas, |. - 


wrote a long letter to the postmaster of that city, 


telling him that he hada book (the Bible) which he 


wished to send through the mails and calling the 
official’s attention to the statutes against transmit- 
ting obscene literature by post, and also to Post- 
master-General Wanamaker’s report for the fiscal 
year ending June 30th, quoting from the statutes 
and the report. Mr. Murray next called the post- 
- master's attention to a large number of passages 


in the Bible and closed his letter by asking if he 


| could send by mail a book containing such matter. 
Mr. Dougherty, the postmaster, wrote at once to 
the department at Washington, stating the ques- 
tion, and this reply was promptly fortlicoming : 
**QFFIOE OF THR ASSISTANT rime o 
“TOR THE Post-Orricn DEPARTMENT, 
** April 24, 1891 

|o«Q,. T, Doveuzrry, Postmaster, Denison, Tex. : 


.'* Sir: In your. letter of the 18th inst. you stated that 


Mr; B. C. Murray ‘is anxious for & ruling from the de- 
partment on the. question he raises,’ in a certain Com- 
munication of his bearing date of the 17th inst., which 
was transmitted with your letter. . 

‘The question that Mr. Murray raises is as to the mail- 
ability of the volume entitled ‘Holy Bible.’ I find no 
other question involved in his communication, and I 
think I do not misunderstand the full scope of the ques- 
tion, for he says: ‘I have a book which I would like to 
have transmitted through the mails; but before mailing 
the same, I wish to be sure that, in doing so, I would not 
be violating the act of Congress passed Maroh 8, 1873, 
and amended July 12, 1876.’. 

«If Mr. Murray should offer the Holy Bible for mail- 
ing, you can receive and deliver it at your office, or 
transmit itin the mails; for itis not believed in this de- 
partment to come within the prohibitory clauses of the 
act referred to. The penalty portions of said statute are 
enforcible by the courts, and the question of his liability 
thereunder is & proper one to be submitted to the United 
States attorney. 

. You may assure Mr. Murray that the mailability of 
the volume will not be questioned by the pre de- 
partment or by any postmaster. 

‘The volume sent with your communication is herein 
returned. Very respectfully, JAMES M. TYNEE, 

. * Assistant Attorney-General.” 

At about the same time, Mr. M. W. St. John, 
living near Cedar Falls, Iowa, left a copy of the 
“Holy Bible Abridged” with Postmaster Humbert 
of that city, with the request that he send it to 
the postmaster general in order to ascertain if it 
was mailable. This i is the reply received from Mr. 
Tyner: 

** OFFIOE OF THE ASSISTANT meer ee 
‘© Wasurnaton, D. O., April 10, 1891 
“S, B Homsenrt, Postmaster, Cedar Falls, Ia.: 

* Sir: With your letter of the 7th inst., addressed to 
the postmaster-general (which has been sent to me for 
reply) you submit a volume entitled ‘The Holy Bible' 
(abridged), and inquire if your opinion that it is unmail- 
able under the provisions of Section 380 Postal Laws and 


Regulations, would be concurred in by this department, . 


I answer in the negativ. The volume is made up exclu- 
sivly of reproductions of chapters and verses from the 
Bible and we have not progressed here to the extent of 
regarding that sacred book as obscene or indecent. 

** Tf the volume referred to is offered to you for mail- 
ing, you should take it without question, 

** Very respectfully, 
** James N. TYNER, 
“Assistant Attorney-General. 
‘The volume is herewith returned,” 


| years. 
| B. Wise knows the fundamental axioms of. the law: 


‘| distress. 


-which was still worse for us than the priests. 


In how far Mr. Tyner was guided by religious 


prejudice or political policy in reaching his decision: 


| we cannot tell, and it may be that he was led only 
which motives Comstock partially betrayed to. the: 


public gaze when he boasted of the Liberal and. 


by sound legal maxims and considerations of equity. : 


He may have justly concluded that a‘book could not: 
| fairly be condemned for: the: primitiv plainness of 


isolated passages, reasoning that the general char-: 
acter of the volume and the apparent. intention of; 
the writer must be taken into consideration. ' Had. 


the judges who. tried D. M. Bennett, E. H. Hey- 


it | wood, and Moses: Harman, known. and respeoted.|. 
would emphasize the fact that the Bible is by law: 


these unassailable principles great: wrongs would: 
have been prevented, and the lives of two earnest: 
humanitarians been lengthened. by, perhaps, many 
If the judge, who sits at the trial of Mr. PA 


which he is charged . to execute, the prompt v verdict, 


| of the j jury will be « Not ow, 1 


We will close this ‘tateiniealt with the apjat of 
the- National Defense ` Association, for. funds with 
which to. conduct. the defense. of: Mr. Wise :. 


SC TIME TO: BE MOVING. 


cently informed of ‘the facts inthe ‘case of: Mr. J.: 


.B. Wise, the last arrest of ‘a Liberal under the Com- 


stock obscene literature mail law. ' They know that; 
this earnest, wide-awake worker was confined’ dur- 


ing four long weeks, between the ‘16th of June ‘convinces us is the truth, that the intolerant laws 


drive thinking men and women into skepticism and 


and the middle of July, in jail at Leavenworth, 
Kansas, for mailing a postal card containing only a. 
quoted extract from the Old Testament. He is now. 
out: on bail through the kindness of his ‘Liberal: 
brother, George Harrison, of: Clay Center, Kansas, 
awaiting trial in October next; The National De- 
fense Association has held two meetings to consider 
what ought to be done in this matter, and has de- 


also important that this event should be made use 
‘of to create as much discussion as possible as to the 


the question whether millions of books should be 
distributed in the hands of young and old if one 


cause the imprisonment of a man who quotes and 
sends it by mail. A good many very interesting 


If the Liberals of the country will provide a liberal 
fund for offense as well as defense; it would be em- 
ployed as judiciously a8 we know how to awaken 


public sentiment previous to the trial and to de- 


fend Mr. Wise on trial. There are practically only 
about two months to work in, and therefore we re- 
quest an immediate response to this call for sub- 
scriptions from all who are willing to chip in and 
lend a hand in. making this a celebrated case. The 
chip is knocked off our shoulder and it is time to 
show what we are good for. It is some time since 
we have hal such a fight on hand, and really a long 
time since the Liberals have been called on for any 
subscription to the Defense Fund. Subscriptions 


may be forwarded directly to Taz Taura SEEKER, 


office or to E. B. Foorz, Jr., See. N. D: A., - 


« 120 Lexington ave., New York city.” 


Mr. A. B. de Guerville, who went to China as a 


commissioner for the Columbian Exposition, tells a 
reporter of the New York Herald what the Chinese 
think of some Western things. He says that he 
once had a talk with the Chinese Secretary of the 
Navy, Loufan Louf, and the Governor of the Mili- 
tary School, both graduates of the English army 
and navy, when one of them exclaimed: - 


«Why, we hav never had yet a show against you 
foreigners! We were living quietly in our country, not 
caring for what was going on outside, which, after all, is 
our right, when all at once the French appeared under 
the pretext of sending us missionaries, who would giv us 
a better God, the real one. The English came under 
some Bible pretext, too, saying that the Catholic God of 
the French was not any better than onr own, and both 
countries, with guns and cannon, obliged us to accept. the 
one its missionaries, the other its goods and its opium— 


Missionaries then came to us from all parts of the world 
not one of them believing altogether in the same church 


or God—for you can never make us believe that the God 


of the Catholics, of the Jews, of the Protestants, is the 
same! "They laughed at us because we had a God of the. 


Sun, and gods of war, but they began to teach us that in 
the history of their church a man stopped the gun in its 


seems to: need a careful editor. 
to the'severe Sunday laws of Arkansas, which for- 


‘mitted than: now." 
|| understood as saying that the increase in lawless- 
ia | ness and crime ig due to the spread of godlessness 
« The readers of Taz Thura SzxxER ‘are all suffi- 


cided that it is time to make a general call upon: 
the Liberals of the country to stand by the one in 
It is not only necessary that we should: 
d»all that can be done to prevent injustice and 
punishment being inflicted upon Mr. Wise, but it is. 


moral quality and character of scriptural texts and: 
brief verse here or there may be bad: enough to 


problems and opinions will be likely to be brought: 
out in the full and wide discussion of this affair. 


course for several hours. They also spoke of a flood 
which covered the earth. "Well, we can easily prove to 


them that such a flood never existed in CObina:and never 


destroyed the Asiatic races! . 
"We suggest that the seriis Board of Foreign 


"Missions send half a dozen: of the best missionaries 
it has at its command to convert to the “true 


faith” these educated “heathen.” Perhaps if they ` 


succeed in getting them they will stand a little 

chance of winning a few hundreds of China's four 

hundred and fifty million inhabitants. 
ee ee 


_ Our. impulsiv contemporary, the Ironclad Age 
Referring recently 


bid dancing and all games of amusement, even in 
the seclusion of the home, it says: *In this way 


t, the. legislators pass as saints, but in spite of all, 
||. godlessness is on the increase there.” 


It imme- 
diately adds, in the next sentence: «* Lawlessness 
was never greater, and never were more crimes com- 
Does Mrs: Powers wish to be 


or to the rigorous religious laws? Probably to the 
godlessness, for if there is more crime * now " than 


‘at any previous time, it means that when there was 
‘less -godlessness: there was also less crime. 


"We 
should hav said, what observation in other localities 


Freethought, while doing nothing to restrain the 
classes inclined to crime; in fact, such statutes, by 


‘| limiting the opportunities for innocent recreation, 


are real stimulants to viciousness and crime. There 
is always mischief ready for idle hands and brains. 


Here is a sample of the average “ argument” for 
the divinity of the Bible. It is from the Baptist 
Gleaner: . 

"*A thoughtful gentleman who has read every book 
that he could find against the Bible, says three things 
kept him from being an Infidel: ‘ First, Iam going some- 
where. ‘To-night I am a day nearer the grave than I was 
last night. I hay read all such books can tell me. They 
shed not one solitary ray of hope or light from the dark- 
ness. They shall not take away the guide and leave me 
stone blind. Secondly, I had a mother. I saw her go 
down into the dark valley where I am going, and she 
leaned on an unseen arm as calmly as a child goes to sleep 
on its mother's breast. I knew that was not a dream. 
Third, I hav three motherless daughters. They hav no 
protection bnt myself. I would rather kill them than 
leave them in this sinful world if you blot out from it all 
the teachings of the gospel.’ ” 

We fear that this “thoughtful gentleman” has 
had access to. very few Freethought and scientific 
books. Because his reading of secular works has 
not furnished him with an indexed guide and sec- 
tion map of the New Jerusalem and hell, he is not 
going to giv up his faith in the Bible, a book whose 
writers had as little accurate knowledge of those 
worlds as they had of the western hemisphere of the 
earth, a part of this globe which God, who made it 
and inspired them, had not yet discovered. No 
doubt his mother died serenely; millions of adhe- 


| rents of all religious faiths, and those who are the 


adherents of no religious faith, hav died serenely. 
But that hardly proves that all these divergent 
faiths, and Infidelity also, are from God. Such an 
«intelligent gentleman" should know better than’ 
to generalize so broadly from so narrow a basis of 
fact. This man of extensiv reading reaches the 
climax of absurdity when he says that he would 
murder „his three motherless daughters, if he was 
going to die, did he not believe in the Bible. It is 
well that the Bible has some restraining influence 
over some Christians who were unfortunately born 
with ho nicidal tendencies. If he were less emotional 
and more “thoughtful” he would realize that all 
the perils that threaten motherless and fatherless 
girls are ever present in this world, God or no God, 
gospel true, or gospel false, and that God has per- 
mitted millions of these unprotected ones to liv 


. | lives of agony and go down to premature destruc- 
,| tion. And other millions whose good Christian 
parents survived them suffered the same terrible 


fate, in spite of the saving grace of the gospel and 
the hand of the omnipotent god. The Baptist 
Gleaner should put on the witness stand a man 
who knows something of the world in which he livs, 
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The Church and Freethought. 


From the time when man evolved from barbarism 
into that state of intelligence which gave him some 
knowledge of his natural rights, the history of the 
human mce has been emblazoned by the story of 
his glorious struggles for liberty. When we think 
of this, we are compelled to ask, Why the struggle? 
Why must the sword of war be unsheathed, strife 
take from the brow of the world the laurels of 
peace, and the earth be drenched in blood that man 
might obtain justice from his fellowmen? Was 
not man born with his rights? In the infancy of 
the human race, were they not cradled with him? 
To our primitive ancestors, we are led to believe, 
serfdom must have been an impossible state. Did not 


` the vast earth upon which they trod. with its illim- 


itable resources and countless benefits, over which 
was the smiling welcome of nature. breathe the air 
of freedom? The heavens, with their myriads of 
stars and unbounded space, while they inspired 
the deepest emotions. also seemed to proclaim 
liberty and equality. Yet here was the foundation 
of superstition, the cause of all the evils to which 
flesh is heir. Here the mind of man in its unde- 
veloped state became the slave of every fancy. He 
had not yet begun to think. He was awed by the 
wonders of nature. Life consists of a conflict for 
the means of existence, and in the struggle he was 
compelled to battle with the elements. But he did 
not dream that he was “a part of one stupendous 
whole,” governed by immutable law. His surround- 
ings led him to feel that a personality that acted 
capriciously with special reference to himself in- 
vested all phenomena that he beheld. His reason 
had not yet begun to assert its sovereignty, and his 
every thought was controled by his passions and 
emotions. His 
Untutored mind, 

Saw God in clouds and heard him in the wind. 
And— 

His soul proud science never taught to stray 

Far as the solar walk or milky way. 

Here is a demonstration of the fact that igno- 
rance of natural] law is the mother of superstition. 
It follows, then, as the night the day, that superstition 
blinds us to a recognition of our natural rights and 
liberties. On all sides, man was under the domin- 
ion of spooks, who, he thought, held his very life 
in their hands. As centuries rolled on, and knowl- 
edge increased, the spooks, which at first were on 
all sides of us, were relegated farther away, and 
their numbers also began to diminish. He could 
breathe more freely now, as the supernatural 
agencies were largely withdrawn. Science had not 
yet begun to unfold the secrets of the universe, and 
the lesser spooks were finally concentrated in one 
great spook called God, without whom, it was said, 
we cannot account for our existence. 

The followers of the great Persian philosopher, 
Zoroaster, believe that there is a never-ceasing con- 
flict between two elements, one the element of 
good, and the other the element of evil. If we call 
the element of good knowledge, and the element of 
evil ignorance, we must admit that the Bactrian 
sage, whose life furnished the material out of which 
the mythical Moses was constructed, truly described 
the state of the world. The element of good has 
been Freethought, and the evil element the priests. 
To-day the great conflict is still raging. Intelli- 
gence has still to pay toll to ignorance. The priest 
claims the exclusive privilege of instruction con- 
cerning the things of the next world, and he-has 
tried to possess himself of the keys of knowledge in 
this one, and considering the misery, degradation, 
and crime of which he has been the instigator, we 
may also truthfully say that he is the possessor of 
the keys that unlock the gates of hell. 

In the Christian religion these two forces have 
met together in their greatest conflict. There are 
two reasons for this: First, Christianity is formed 
from the union of two elements of antiquity, Asiatic 
and Egyptian asceticism moulded by the laws 
and institutions of Rome. Draper says that, in a 
political sense, Christianity is the heritage of the 
Roman empire to the present world. He might 
also have said that every impression that Chris- 
tianity has made for the past eighteen hundred years 
has been because of its alliance with the political 
powers of its time. Christianity seized upon the 
fragments of the decaying empire of the Cæsars. 
The Roman augur was replaced by the Christian 
priest. The temples of the gods were used for 
Christian churches. The pope took the place of 
the emperor, and the world which had been subject 
to the one now became the vassal of the other. The 
ministers of him who said, * My kingdom is not of 
this world,” found themselves joined in marriage 
with the kings of the earth. 

The second reason is the Christian doctrine of 
the divine inspiration of the Bible. That book was 
declared to contain the sym of all knowledge. 


What conflicted with it was to be destroyed. Those 
who rejected it were considered unfit to live in the 
next world, and when not desirable occupants of 
heaven they were consequently not desirable for 
association with the saints in this world. 

In the outset we are told by Christian apologists 
that we must draw a distinction between the church 
and Christianity. They say that while Christianity 
is a perfect system of religion, the church has some- 
times deviated from the true principles of Chris- 
tianity. In reply to this, I would say that the 
church is the representative of Christianity, and the 
only one it ever had. When considering the effects 
of the Christian religion, we look only to its or- 
ganized form, and that is the church. It is folly to 


say that the church departed from the teachings of 


Christianity. 'The Protestant would say that the 
Catholic church was the counterfeit church. Then 
for one thousand years there was no true Chris- 
tianity on earth, and Christ said, “Lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.” Where 
was he at the time true Christianity had no repre- 
sentative? or did he sometimes join bad company, 
as when Satan led him up into the mountain ? 

The union of these two elements in Christianity 
caused it to suppress the old Pagan religions by 
force. It suppressed the philosophical schools of 


Athens and Home. It raised up a Constantine, a 


Charlemagne, a Torquemada, and a De Montford. 
It extinguished the light of science, crushed Free- 
thought, imprisoned and. burned a Bruno and a 
Vanini. With the power of the state behind it, it 
enacted laws prohibiting freedom of speech and 
liberty of the press. Christianity boasts of being 
the cause of our civilization. Liberty of thought 
and speech are the forerunners and accompaniments 
of a high civilization. Yet show me a Christian 
country that has not at one time or another in its 
history enacted laws denying both of them an ex- 
istence. When united with the state, Christianity 


has ever made itself a monster of tyranny and op-. 


pression. Again, we are met by the Christian apol- 
ogist, who undertakes to enlighten us by saying 


that the persecutions of Freethought by the church, 


which have made the very name of Christianity 


odious to liberty, are not the result of the Christian 


system when properly understood. 
The Christian historian Prescott expresses sur- 
prise that a religion whose cardinal principle is 


peace on earth and good will toward men should 


have been propagated by the sword and stake. But 
in the same work he himself explains the true cause, 


"when he admits that the very tenets of Christian- 


ity themselves cannot make it other than a bloody, 
intolerant creed. He says that from the earliest 
history of the church it was taught that the only 
proper punishment for the Infidel was fire,-as it is 
a forerunner of what he will receive in the next 
world. Ergo, the doctrine of hell, by arousing the 
most brutish passions, has ever inspired Christians 
with a thirst for the blood of those whose honesty 
of mind compelled them to reject its teachings. 
Still we are constantly told -by Christians that we 
ought not to blame Christianity for the misdeeds of 
its followers. Christianity I arraign at the bar 
of history, and I charge its doctrines and precepts 


-with having corrupted the minds of the best of men, 


and while a tree is known by its fruits it is equally 
true that the fruit of persecution is invariably the 
offspring of that poisonous vine called Christianity. 
So I say to the Christian apologist: The monstros- 
ity, religious persecution, is the child of your re- 
ligion; you have nursed it at your breast for cen- 
turies. Do not be so dishonorable as to cast it now 
upon the world, a nameless and unnamable found- 
ling. 

The church bears in a certain sense two relations 
to Freethought, and in another sense there is but 
one. I refer to the two great divisions of Chris- 
tianity, Protestantism and Catholicism. The Re- 
formers of Luther’s day had no higher conception 
of Freethought than had the church of Rome. 
The Reformation was a rebellion based upon dogma, 
not upon principle. While Luther denied the 
supreme authority of the pope, he maintained the 
supreme authority of the Bible. He looked upon 
disbelief in the paper pope which he set up with ds 
much horror as the Catholic dreads rejection of the 
one of flesh and blood. He believed in religious 
persecution, not only of the papist, but of the 
Protestant who did not share his views. 

Catholicism denies the right to exercise the pri- 
vate judgment. It steps up to the independent 
thinker, and demands an unconditional surrender. 
Protestantism permits us to use our reason, but 
holds us responsible for the conclusions thereof. 
George Jacob Holyoake draws the best picture of 
Protestantism I have ever seen. He says that it 
places before the world a Bible; underneath it the 
infernal regions. In front of it a creed, and above, 
the gentleman whose name it is not always polite 


to mention. Then it says: Read the book, but if 
after having done so you do not arrive at the creed 
in front, the gentleman above will pay his respects 
to you and politely conduct you to the tegiong 
beneath. 

In spite of this, Freethought owes something, 
however insignificant, to the Reformers of the 
fifteenth century. When they declared their inde- 
pendence of the Roman church, there was an inno- 
vation of thought that encompassed the world. 
Not that religion was wholly responsible for it. 
Not so. The Reformation was equally the result 
of a political disruption. Its real cause was deeper 
than either of these. It was the revival of learning 
which followed the Turkish invasion of Europe. 
When Luther denied the infallibility of the pope, 
he logically admitted the right of anyone to deny 
the infallibility of the Bible. But how many know 
that Protestantism has always fought to abolish the 
effects of its own teachings! We are told by 
Protestants that the Catholic church is guilty of the 
crimes which we charge upon Christianity, but 
that their church is. innocent of them. Now I 
would not make such allusion to the Catholic 
church as would lead anyone to think that I was 
not aware of the bigoted and intolerant spirit of 
the Lutheran, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, and 
Episcopal churches. We must remember that 
these churches never possessed the power of the 
church of Rome. Measure their crimes by their 
opportunities for committing them, and you will 
find that their enormities when they had supreme 
power were not inferior to those of the Catholic 
when in a like position. For evidence of this we 
need not go back four hundred years; we have only 
to direct our attention to the conduct of these 
churches toward Freethought in the nineteenth 
century. Was it not a Protestant government that 
imprisoned book dealers for selling Thomas Paine’s 
“Age of Reason "* Did not the same government 
imprison Richard Carlile and Edward Truelove for 
publishing Freethought litcrature, and Robert 
Taylor for delivering Freethought lectures? In 
what country was George Jacob Holyoake sent to 
Gloucester jail for the crime of. being an Atheist, 
and G. W. Foote to Holloway jail for blasphemy ? 
In Protestant England, a country whose greatness 
is said to have its source in the Bible, the bishops, 
priests, and preachers of all denominations united 
their forces to keep one Atheist from its legislative 
assembly after he had been duly elected, but by the 
indomitable pluck of. Charles Bradlaugh and the 
perseverance of English Freethinkers the ‘combined 
forces of bigotry were defeated. 

Our own country is not free from the stain of 
Protestant persecution. Blasphemy laws have 
been in force and prosecutions have been made 
within late years, as in the cases of Abner Kneeland 
and C. B. Reynolds. It is said that the Protestant 
church established and perpetuates Freethought, 
but it nevertheless imprisoned Viktor E. Lenn- 
strand in Sweden and Dr. Voelkel in Germany for 
delivering Freethought lectures. Christ said, «He 
that is without sin among you, let him cast the first 
stone.” The Protestant church is not so free from 
the sin of persecution that it is entitled to cast the 
first stone at Catholicism or, in fact, at any other 
religion. ; 

When we consider the great conflict between the 
church and Freethought, which has been raging 
for centuries with the entire Christian world for a 
battleground, we do not often think how great was 
the disparity in numbers, wealth, and opportunities 
between the combatants. Except in abundance of 
truth and right, Freethought has been poor com- 
pared with the church, but the church has always 
been a pauper in the light of these. The church 
has been upheld by the force of law, prejudice, cus- 
tom, and military power. It has had popular liter- 
ature and wealth behind it; Freethought has had 
none of these. It has been proscribed by law. 
The galling prejudices and fanatical passions of 
man hav been brought into operation against it. It 
has had to contend against unjust and discriminat- 
ing laws in the past as it has to do in the present. 
It has been taunted with the poverty of its follow- 
ers. Yet Freethought has ever been the torch of 
the investigator, the road to truth, the guiding star 
of him who looks forward to the betterment of hu- 
manity, until to-day it invades the church itself, 
and in the persons of its most brainy and pro- 
gressiv ministers demands that the dogmas which 
the intelligence of the nineteenth century has out- 
grown be cast aside, even though they lie at the 
foundation of Christianity. 

Consider the opportunities of the church for 
doing good and contrast them with the evil it has 
done instead. It might hav spread knowledge, but 
it used its power for the perpetuation of ignorance. 
The one thousand years of its history when it 
existed in its greatest prosperity are designated as 
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the “dark ages.” Well are they named, for the 
vandal hand of the Christian priest put out the 
light that had been shed by the ancients and left 
the world: in the dark shadows of ignorance and 
barbarism. Read the history of Greece and Rome, 
compare it with the history of the Middle Ages, not 
extenuating the vices of either period, and witness 
the transition downward that Christendom made. 
The church might hav been a power for the ad- 
vancement of science. Instead of thus bringing 


blessing upon the world, it deemed the study of 


nature’s laws unnecessary and sinful, declaring that 
the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 

The church might hav been a great power to-fill 
the world with peace and love and hasten the prac- 
tical. brotherhood of man. Instead it has caused 
during the eighteen hundred ard ninety years of 
its existence more strife, hatred, and bloodshed 
than cursed the world during any other equal 
period known to history. 

The church might hav been a power for liberty, 
but it has been the bulwark of slavery, and has 
ever been arm in arm with ‘the rich against the 

oor. 

The church claims that its object is to prevent 
crime. For fifteen hundred years it has had ua- 
limited power to accomplish this, and we still hav 
crime and oppression that startle thinking minds 
for the safety of the commonwealths.. The rope is 
still prone to encircle the necks of Christians, and 
the jails, state prisons, and lunatic asylums are 
filled with the products of the church. In the faee 
of this, we are told that all the blessings we enjoy 
are the result of the churches being among us, and 
weare asked what the world would be without them. 
I answer, We well know what the world. has been 
with ecclesiastical organizations and we know it 
could be no worse without them, and hav reason t 


believe that it would be better. a a 


Look now at another picture. Behold the effects 
of Freethought wherever it has gone, whether by 
ita spirit or the individual work of its great apostles. 
It has ever lifted its voice against Christian oppres- 
sion. It has ever stood guard over the priceless 
heritage of man—liberty. In England it has made 
the three great struggles for liberty of the press, 
which was finally achieved in that country. Charles 
Blount, in the seventeenth century, struck the first 
blow. The Christian historian, Macaulay, has been 
obliged to admit this. Thomas Paine, in the eigh- 
teenth, by his * Rights of Man” struck another, 
and Cha*les Bradlaugh, in the nineteenth, fought 
the fight that brought complete victory. 

Through Franklin, Jefferson, and Paine in Amer- 
ica, the seeds of independence were sown, and the 
result is the Constitution of the United States, which 
declares absolute separation between the church 
and government, retiring the Christian God from 
' participation therein. In France, Freethought was 
instrumental in bringing about the revolution which 
banished the last relic of feudalism in Europe. 

Nearly three hundred years ago, Freethought, in 
the person of one man. battled against the Catholic 
and Protestant world in behalf of the right to teach 
science to the people. Though Giordano Bruno 
perished in the flames Freethought here gained a 
great victory, which the present generation is will- 
ing to recognize. When seeking for a savior of the 
world, I would prefer Bruno to Christ. He gave 
up his life with greatér courage and for a much 
better cause. Christ died to save people from a 
hell in which they were never lost. Bruno died in 
an effort to save them from a hell in which Christ's 
followers had placed them. Christ, who had claimed 
to be the son of God, and who said that no man 
could come to the Father but through him, in the 
agony of death cried out, “My God! my God! Why 
hast thou forsaken me?” Bruno, who had taken 
upon himself no such distinctions, coolly replied to 
those whose taunts he had received, in the sarcastic 
prophetic sentence, “It is with more fear that you 
pass this sentence upon me than that I receive it.” 
From Bruno to Darwin Freethought has been the 
protector of science. The greatest scientists have 
been Freethinkers, and science is the basis of every 
true Freethinker’s philosophy. 

Let no man ask, What has Freethought done? 
Let him look about him and see the work of Chris- 
tianity swept away, and the results of Freethought 
shining like precious gems in every department of 
civilization. It does not appear to-day as the mere 
destructive critic of theology. Being based upon 
science, and science being impossible to the human 
mind when under the bondage of superstition, its 
scope is wide as the universe, its methods those of 
the greatest minds of the age. 

There is coming another conflict. between the 
church and Freethought. It is for the complete 
secularization of the government. The church has 
always been the great monopolist. 
chief of the privileged classes. It has never been 
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willing to stand upon its own feet. That it might. 
accumulate property it has succeeded in escaping 
its just share of taxation. That it might obtain the 
attention of the people, it has succeeded in passing 
Sunday laws, thereby having a monopoly of the 
first day of the week. It has encouraged rascality 
by making it possible for Sunday contracts to be 
nullified and voided in many states. It insists on 
thrusting the Bible into our schools and haughtily 
offers up its prayersin our Congress. The strength 
of the church is in its union with the state, and 
when this union is severed its power for evil will 
cease. Freethought must soon gain another victory 
over the church. Let us not think that the battle 
is ended. We must profit by the advantages already 
gained, and we can do so only by pushing forward 
to greater results in the future. The struggle in 
years to come will be on the same lines that it has 
been in the past. -Not until mankind shall stand 
erect before reason with the same force and num- 
bers that once knelt down to superstition will it 
cease. 

Freethought, in the guise of heresy, is in the 
church to-day. It is breaking out on all sides. 
Rev. Dr. Pierson, who for atime was Spurgeon’s 
successor, said that the fundamental principles of 
Christianity, “the inspiration of the Bible and the 
divinity of Christ, are assailed.” We seldom hear 
of the fall of man. They draw lightly on hell. 
Infant damnation is a thing of the past. The 
thoughts, and not the words, of the Bible are in- 
spired. Blessed are the defunct dogmas of Chris- 
tian theology. They have died in the Lord. They 
rest from their labors, their works do follow them. 
May they never have a resurrection. . 

It is often said that Freethought offers nothing 
as a substitute for Christianity. The great English 
author, Dr. Thomas Inman, said he thought it im- 
possible for an iconoclast to tear down prevalent 
beliefs without, in the nature of things, furnishing 
something in their place. "Through skepticism, we 
are enabled to see the errors in prevailing systems 
of theology. But what is behind those errors? 
Truth, which we believe should be sought by all. 
When we deny Christian dogmas, what do we offer 
in place of them ?*. We. are frank to admit that 
some of them are so barbarous and silly that we 
would bury them all, without even a tombstone to 
perpetuate their memory. But for the following 
Christian doctrines which we deny we would substi- 
tute the subjoined affirmations which we claim to 
be true: 


1. We deny the infallibility of the Bible as & 
guide. We affirm with equal force the superiority 
of reason, aided by experience, and test everything 
by its standard. 

2. We deny any knowledge of the supernatural. 
On the other hand, we declare the existence of the 
natural, believing it to be the all-in-all ; that it con- 
tains the entire sphere of human duty, and will 
satisfy the needs of man. 

3. We deny God's government of the universe. 
We affirm that it is governed by immutable law, 
independent of any personal supervision. 

4. We deny God’s providence. We affirm that 
effect follows cause, and that the history of the 
world does not justify us in assuming that any law 
of nature has been changed. We have a provi- 
dence, however, but instead of it being a God of 
whom we know nothing, it is science, of which we 
know much. By science as à providence we mean 
that by knowledge of the working of natural laws 
we are enabled to thwart danger, and embrace op- 
portunities of relief from ills that assail us.. 

5. We deny the efficacy of prayer. We affirm the 
necessity of personal effort to secure everything re- 
quired in life. 

6. We deny the moral right of any deity or gov- 
ernment to punish an individual for any opinion 
he may hold upon any subject. We affirm absolute 
liberty of conscience, and maintain that honest 
opinion upon any subject should be respected and 
its holder exempt from prosecution here or here- 
after. 

7. We deny that morality is founded upon super- 
naturalism. We affirm that its necessity exists in 
the very nature of the individual and of society; 
that it isa matter between man and man, not be- 
tween man and God. 

8. We deny that Christ can save the world from 
sin. We affrm that salvation from what is im- 
moral and degrading must come through intelli- 
gence, the cultivation of virtue, and the control and 
direction of our desires by reason. 

9. We deny that the chief end of man is to glorify 
God and prepare for a future existence. We affirm 
that his highest and noblest object should be to 
bring this world to a state in which his conception 
of heavenly bliss shall be a reality. 

FRANKLIN Steines. 


Church Bells. 


The bells, the bells; the brazen-mouthed bells; 
Scattering their discord wherever man dwells; 
Clanging, resounding, disturbing the air,  . 
Calling the faithful to church and to prayer. 

Relic of barbarous rite of the savage, 

When will this inhuman noise cease to ravage 

The ears that are deaf to the creeds they proclaim, 
The hearts that care not for their time-honored fame? 
Down the next street a sick mother may lio, 
Watched over, cared for, and dreading to die, 
Praying to liv for her children, who tread 

Softly the floor as they near the sick bed. 

Quiet and rest the siok mother may save; 
Physicians are helpless, but rest she must hav. 
Out bursts the ear-splitting, nerve-racking call, 
Of the merciless bells; can she liv through it all? 
How many invalids, powerless to move, 

Are killed by the bells that announce so much love? 
But what does it matter; the death of a stranger 
Is nothing when immortal souls are in danger. 
Reader, stand with me beside a church door, 
While up overhead can be heard the loud roar 

Of the bells as they call on their owners to come 
And receive what they pay for, a sermon and some 
Fine music, and also a chance to uphold 

Their dearly-bought standing as lambs of the fold. 
Watch, as they slowly approsch at a pace 

Quite in keeping with sanctity; look at each face. 
Observe what a saintly expression it wears. 

Their motivs are good and no Infidel dares 

To assert for an instant his doubts as to whether 
Religion or fashion has hrought them together. 
Olang go the bells; can you hear ’tween the peals 
The message, this call to the godly, reveals? 

Like the anostles of old, the tongue in the steeple 
Speaks différent language to different p eople. 
Olang! come along Mrs. Portly, array 

Yourself in your raiment and come here and pray 
That vour health may be spared, that you may not get fat, 
And that Portly will buy you that dream of a hat. 
Clang! come along Mr. Portly, arise; 

Your business will prosper if vou are but wise 
And establish your fame as a God-fearing man; 

Be seen in your church-pew as much as you can. 
Olang! come along, and, Miss Portly, remember 
The splendid young man that you met last December, 
Is going to sing in the choir from this out, 

And perhaps you can bring a flirtation about. 
Clang! and the eloquent minister hears 

And, gathering the notes of his sermons, he fears 
That he will be called to a flock very soon 

Who will pay him more money for salvation’s boon. 


 Olang! and the lame and the halt and the blind 


And the deaf and the dwarfed and the feeble of mind 
Are told by the bells to be thankful the curse 
Rests so lirhtly upon them; it might hav been worse. 
Clang! and the bells to the stranger declare, 

That beneath can be heard a most eloquent prayer. 
Olang! and a sermon of excellent piety, 

Also, he’ll find here the best of society. 

Clang! and our organ is matchless in tone, 

And our choir, we assert, is inferior to none. 

Clang! you are welcome, but stranger, of course 
We expect you will leave usa mite from your purse. 


There once lived 4 preacher, so history tells, 

Who preached out of doors and knew nothing of bells, 

And nothing of churches, or dogmas or creeds, 

But whose life was replete with beneficent deeds, 

And who taught a philosophy simple and grand. 

In his name all the churches of Christendom stand, 

And his simple philosophy claim that they teach; 

But where do they practice the things that they preach? 

If their master should come and be with us once more, 

And liv out the life that he lived once before. 

What beil-ringing church would a welcome extend, 

Would lend him its pulpit or make him a friend. 
Moraan A. ROBERTSON. 


Call for the Eighteenth Annual Congress. 


Ata meeting of the board of directors of the 
American Secular Union held at the residence of 
Dr. Juliet H. Severance, July 28th, it was decided 
that the Eighteenth Annual Congress of the organ- 
ization be held in Chicago, Oct. 26th, 27th, and 
28th. 

Various religious denominations, ignoring past 
differences—and the history of Christianity demon- 
strates that these hay been most serious—recently 
convened in a parliament and agreed to work in 
unison for the uplifting of humanity. Certainly 
Liberals should not display a less conciliatory 
spirit than the orthedox sects. Assenting to thia, 
and remembering that only in union is there strength, 
the board adopted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Freethought Federation of Amer- 
ica be invited to unite with the American Seonlar Union 
in holding its Eighteenth Annual Congress, and that Mrs. 
Freempn be requested to communicate this resolution to 
Mr. S. P. Putnam. 

It is also urged that all societies which accept 
the “Nine Demands” send delegates to the Con- 
gress, and that Liberals make a grand effort to 
attend this Freethought Parliament. Let every 
auxiliary send its representativs. The World’s 
Fair Congress was a splendid success, but this is 
its equal in importance. The enemy is activ, en- 
forcing Sunday laws and securing Sunday legisla- 
tion, opposing the taxation of church property, the 
value of which is assuming alarming proportions, 
securing the appropriation of public funds to sec- 
tarian inetitutions, demanding that the Bible be 
read in the public schools—in fact, not one effort 
to rob the people of liberty has been relinquished. 
The National Reform Association, the Sabbath 
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Union, the Epworth Leagues, the King’s Daugh- 
ters, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union— 
all these hav banded together, presenting a formid- 
able front, and it will require the united efforts of 
Liberals to defeat so unscrupulous a foe, owning 
allegiance, as it readily admits, not to this govern- 
‘ment, but to a heavenly ruler, thus endeavoring to 
establish a theocracy on the ruins of the republic. 
How to best oppose this purpose and the other un- 
patriotic schemes of our antagonists must be con- 
sidered at this Congress. We must work together, 
accepting this much of the wisdom of our oppo- 
nents, that “those who are not for us are against 
us.” Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Cor. Sec. American Secular Union. 


News and Notes. 


On Wednesday, July 25th, I leave Sault Ste. 
Marie for Drummond, Mich. I voyage along the 
broad and sweeping St. Mary's river, which pours 
from Lake Superior into Huron, a distance of sixty 


or seventy miles, the pathway of the great ships 


and steamboats from Chicago, Buffalo, etc. It 
seems to be a busy thoroughfare for the commerce 
of the lakes. The shores are thickly wooded, with 
low mountain ranges and an occasional village. 
Very few cultivated lands appear. It looks as if 
the primeval forest was still flourishing, and amidst 
it the cabin of the frontier settler, where for his 
morning meal one can even now shoot the partridge 
or club the porcupine or catch fish, but can rejoice 
only in a scanty quantity of bread and potatoes. 

It is a beautiful day, and though one might welter 
in the crowded city, on board the swift steamboat 
the cool gales constantly fan the cheek and the 
roughening waters spread away in ever-changing 
expanses. At 1 o’clock, when we reach Detour, the 
nearest shipping point to Drummond—which is 
nine miles away—and to reach this point I must 
take a sailboat, which adds to the variety of my 
journey. There is not much breeze and it takes 
about four hours to make our destination. It is 
pleasant to thus drift almost unconsciously along 
the waters, where there is scarcely a ripple—the 
white sails idly spread and the shores slowly chang- 
ing along the glittering horizon. Right here begin 
the Thousand Isles, large and small, scattered for a 
hundred miles into the Georgian bay with every 
variety of form and making picturesque scenes 
through the winding liquid pathways. 

I arrive at Drummond at 6 o'clock. This is the 
only settlement on the island. Farms are scattered 
over it, and here about the post office, store, and 
hotel are gathered twenty or thirty houses. There 
is a primitiv aspect about the place. The bustle of 
civilization is entirely absent. It is a haven of quiet 
where the days and the years might roll by with 
scarcely any alteration. This place was started 
over forty years ago by Mr. Daniel Murray Seaman 
and family of the Mormon church, after it was 
broken up and scattered by the death of Joseph 
Smith. The Seaman family are here unto the pres- 
ent day and are stanch Liberals. 

I giv six lectures at this place and the hall owned 
by Mr. Edwin Seaman is about full every time. 
Pretty nearly everybody comes, except the minister 
and some faithful disciples who will not run the 

_risk of losing their faith. There is one church here, 
the Methodist, which exists rather as a formality 
than anything else. I hav been in hopes that the 
“elder” would attend the meetings and giv a chance 
for debate, but so far he has kept quiet, although 
he is generally belligerent on theological questions. 

I find Drummond on the whole to be quite a 
Liberal community. As far as ideas are concerned 
it is as advanced as any place on the continent even 
though it is so far from the center of activity. It 
seems to draw a good deal of freshness and vitality 
from the bosom of nature itself. It is a lovely 
place to spend the summer days. The groves 
about it of pine, oak, maple, birch, etc., afford many 
a delightful shady retreat. The broad waters, flow- 
ing among scores of islands in view, present a 
brilliant panorama from morning until evening. 
Sometimes the surface is perfectly glassy; then the 
breeze sends a million ripples rolling over it; then 
the. sudden squall darkens the view. The boats 
skim along, the yacht is occasionally seen and the 
whistles of the steamboats are heard at Detour, as 
they come and go on the great main channel. 
There is an interesting variety of prospects; not of 
the grand or exciting order, but of the gentle and 
alluring kind. It does not seem dull here a bit. 

- In fact, it is a luxury to be thus out of the strifes 
of civilization, where nature breathes her spell of 
soft contentment. One scarcely takes any note of 
time as the gorgeous days pass with variable light 
and music. ; 

On Thursday Mr. Edwin Seaman and myself 
voyage over to Harbor Island, to the residence of 


Mr. Wells Church. This island is quite a resort 
for parties from Chicago, “Soo,” etc. The waters 
about take the shape of a horseshoe, and that name 
is applied to it. Among these innumerable isles 
both the water and the land assume almost every 
imaginable object. 

Mr. Church is a Liberal all over and exceedingly 
well posted, and many a confab has he had with the 
priests, and hoisted them with their own petard. 
He has been in this country over-a quarter of a 
century, and is one of its leading men. He has 
been county superintendent and is.quite interested 
in educational matters. Like Alexander Selkirk, he 
is lord of all he surveys. He owns nearly all the 
island. There is talk of putting up a hotel and 
starting a summer colony at that place. It is one 
of the most attractiv spots I hav visited. : 

Mr. Edwin Seaman, who has taken Tur Truru 
SrzzkxR from the beginning, came here forty years 
ago, when he was about ten’ years old, with his 
father. He has thus“ grown up" with the country, 
and has progressed from the “ Latter-Day Saints” 
to science and humanity. He has been prominently 
identified with the Liberal cause for many years. 
It was through his efforts that this Freethought 
campaign was started—the first thing of the sort 
in this partof thecountry. In previous years there 
has been some Liberal organization, and TRUTH 
Srexers and Freethought books hav been well cir- 
culated. Mr. Seaman has been variously interested 
in the material and business prosperity of the coun- 
try, as well as devoted to advanced ideas. He has 
found good support in the work. 

Samuel Seaman, Ludlow Seaman, Don Carlos 
Seaman, Murray Seaman,. George Seaman, and 
David Murray Seaman are of the same stock, and 
stand. by the colors with the same generous spirit. 
Samuel Seaman is the eldest of the brothers and is 
especially well equipped for Freethought service, 
and is able, if need be, to speak upon the platform. 
Church history is his favorit field of discussion. 
Mr. C. H. Fairchild, who introduced me at the lect- 
ures, has been here ever since the organization of 
the township and is one of its officers. He is not 
afraid, if need be, to plunge into the wilderness 
and blaze the path of progress. 

Wm. Denion, James Melvin, John Gates, Captain 
Morgan, George Morgan, Lafayette Morgan, Wm. 
Anderson, Daniel Willoby, and others, are among 
the number who contribute to the work and are en- 
rolled in the advanced guard, willing to be counted 
for Freethought. 

Mrs. Betsy Elizabeth Seaman, mother and grand- 
mother of the Seaman family, is the “ oldest inhab- 
itant" of Drummond, and with her husband was 
the first to make a home on the island forty years 
ago. She has passed through many trying experi- 
ences since that time. She has now passed into a 
sunny old age, and can rejoice in the fruits of the 
pioneer struggle. It is humanity that has ‘shone 
out, and not divinity, in that varied pathway. 

The clergyman of the place, Mr. Strickland, did 
put in an appearance on Saturday night, and asked 
a few questions, but not. after the Socratic method, 
but in a rambling sort of fashion wherein curiosity 
seemed to prevail over logic. I thought he would 
ask all about my cousins and aunts and everything 
connected with the family tree. To use his apt 
simile, he was like a mule kicking in every direction 
without much reference to the point to be made. 
He seemed to hav no idea of parliamentary rule. 
However, I made out to get him down to some- 
thing relativ to the subject; and there was some 
order in the debate. To giv the people a chance to 
hear both sides I asked him to meet me on the fol- 
lowing day, Sunday, and uphold his religion. But 
this he refused to do. The day was too holy for 
the logical defense of Christianity. It seemed to 
me, however, that that was just what he ought to 
be doing, and the holier the day the better the 
deed, even from his standpoint. He declared that 
he would “stand up for Jesus” sometime in the 
future. If I ever do return to Drummond I shall 
certainly make him toe the mark, and meet the 
issue if he has the courage of his convictions. I am 
sorry that during the whole of my six lectures he 
could be present only one night, and showing by 
his questions then that he had not the slightest idéa 
what Freethought is, which ignorance might hav 
been removed had he listened with his own ears to 
what I had to say and not trusted to the reports of 
others, which is too much the fashion with orthodox 
clergymen, who are so valiant in knocking down a 
man of straw. 

Monday, July 30th, was a clear and breezy day, 
and in good time we made the voyage from Drum- 
mond to Detour. While at Detour I enjoy the 
generous hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bunker, 
who are stanch Freethinkers. Mr. Bunker is fore- 
man of the mill here, which is one of the largest in 
this part of Michigan. I hope some day to be able 
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to giv a lecture at Detour, Sault Ste. Marie, etc. 
There is a Liberal element which, at present, is in- 
activ. Mrs. Bunker, who is of the Seaman family, 
was present at my lectures, and returned with ug 
on Monday. Mr. John Gates and Ludlow Seaman 
are the faithful pilots of the boat in which I hay 
an exhilarating voyage. No matter how swift the 
wind, they can trim the sails and bring the Secular 
Pilgrim safe to shore. 
I leave Detour at half past one Monday after. 
noon, and arrive at Mackinaw city just in time to 
take the train for Chicago, whence I proceed west- 
ward. The strikes, and hard times generally, and 
bad harvests, make it impossible to go to the Pacific 
coast this fall. I shall put in my work in the in- 
terior states, with Chicago as my headquarters. I 
shall also help arrange for a joint congress of the 
Freethought Federation and American Secular 
Union the latter part of October. I hope there 
will be a great rally to this congress, and from this 
point we can push forward to a good winter cam- 
Wherever it is possible let arrangements 
be made to push the work by platform and press. 
SaMvzL P. Purnam. 


The Cause in Oregon. 


The Oregon Secular Park is dedicated. The day 
was & delightful one and everybody was happy. 

Not only the Secularists of Oregon, but of every 
state, hav reason to feel proud of the splendid gift 
of David and Caroline Wittenburg, of New Era. 

On the Fourth of July the Oregon State Secular 
Union laid the foundation of a magnificent enter- 
prise, but it will require the co-operation of the 
thousands of Liberals on this coast to make it as suc- 
cessful as we wish it to be. The large and hand- 
steamer Geo. W. Staver, of Portland, was chartered 
by the First Secular Church, and a jollier crowd of 
merry day makers never boarded a vessel. Our 
Portland friends were joined by a delegation of 
about thirty from Forest Grove, while Scappoose, 
Corvallis, Milwaukee, Canby, Oregon City, and other 
places were represented. 

B. F. Hyland and D. C. Stewart, of the executiv 
board of the Oregon State Secular Union; John 
Price, of Scappoose, and B. F. Jagger, of Oregon - 
City, old stand-bys of Secularism, who support it 
not only with “best wishes ” but with money where- 
with to carry on the good work, were there to giv 
us strength and hope for the future. 

For ten days previous to the excursion Mr. Smith 
superintended a crew of men at the park, clearing 
away the underbrush, cutting out pretty trails, and 
making shady nooks for the picnickers. A force of 
carpenters, for whose work Mr. Gustav Hicke- 
their, of the Portland Secular Church, paid, erected 
a 40x40 foot dance ‘pavilion, booths, and stand. 
Mr. H. H. Wheeler, of Canby, of whom the lumber 
was ordered, donated $20 worth of lumber; while’ 
our farmer friends at New Era, Messrs. Friedrich, 
Spulac, Veteto, and Irvine Wheeler hauled the lum- 
ber from the mill to the park—six miles. 

Too much cannot be said in praise of our friends 
Mr. and Mrs. Burgoyne, Mr. and Mrs. Friedrich, 
Mr. and Mrs. Spulac, Mr. and Mrs. Wink, of New 
Era; Mr. and Mrs. W W. Irvin, of Barlow; and 
Dr. and Mrs. Olds, Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Booth, Mr. 
and Mrs. E. N. Ford, and Mary A. Booth, of Mo- 
Minnville, and others, for their generous donations 
of food for the men at work. 

While there were a number of Portland merchants 
who gave contributions, and to all of whom we feel 
grateful, yet I wish particularly to mention Closset 
& Devers, wholesale coffee and spice dealers. Mr. 
Devers is such a whole-souled, splendid fellow, so 
straightforward in his dealings, and withal has been 
so generous to the Secularists, that it giva us pleas- 
ure to recommend this firm to Secularists every- 
where. We believe in patronizing people who 
patronize us. Don’t forget this firm, and country 
merchants going to Portland call and see.or write . 
them, and be sure to tell why you do so. . 

Among the retail grocers, Mr. Steinfurth and Mr. 
Chas. Saunders, both of South First street, hav 
contributed so generously that we will always feel 
indebted to them. Were I to mention the names 
of all the good and generous friends who. helped 
make this affair a success, this letter would hav to 
appear in several numbers of our Liberal papers. 

The hard times hav made our work very, very 
difficult, but through all the encouraging letters and 
support of these friends hav given renewed hope. 

I cannot speak of the program in detail. The 
children of the Forest Grove and Portland Secular 
Sunday-schools sang, Nettie A. Olds delivered the 
Declaration of Independence, and addresses were 
made by Annie E. Barker, Edw. Alisky, Thos. 
Kemp, and myself. 

In a neat little speech, Edith Kemp, daughter of 
the president of the Portland Secular Church and 
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librarian of the Portland Secular Sunday-school— 
thirteen years of age—on behalf of the donors, pre- 


sented the deed for the park to President W. W. 
Jesse, for the Oregon State Secular Union, who re- 


sponded briefly, outlining the past work of the 
Oregon State Secular Union, the outlook for the 


future, and thanking Mrs. and Mrs. Wittenburg for 


their generous gift. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Wittenburg responded, 


wishing Success and prosperity to the Union and 


its friends. 


The dedication of the park was a most enjoyable 
affair, but the real hard work is yet to follow. Be- 
fore another camp meeting we want to hav laid the 
foundation of the Pacific Coast Secular University, 
and also, in the vicinity of the park, build a crema- 
torium, and a joint stock company for this purpose 


` is about to be organized. 


New Era is on the Willamette river, twenty miles 
from Portland, has both steamboat and railroad. 
facilities, and is as pretty and healthful a place as 


anyone would wish. 


Even the name of the place is strikingly appro- 
priate, and with the cooperation of Secularists, we 
can here build a magnificent university where pa- 
rents all over the world who wish their children 
educated without superstition, will hav an oppor- 


tunity to do so. . 


The park is about three hundred feet above and 
overlooks the Willamette river and valley for miles. 


MOSES AND MATTIE E. HULL 


The past two weeks the Spiritualists hav been 
Moses and 
Mattie E. Hull were the leading speakers, and their 
brave words attacking theological humbugs, and in 
behalf of the emancipation of the people from all 
superstitions, did incalculable good for Secular- 
ism. Mr. and Mrs. Hull are well known all over 
the world as thorough Secularists,, and if more 
Spiritualists were as honest, sensible, and broad as 


holding camp-meeting at New Era. 


they are, the phenomenon of Spiritualism would at 
tract more attention than it now does. - 


Nettie A. Olds, of the Portland Secular Sunday- 
school, Annie E. Barker, of the Forest Grove 
Secular Circuit, and Mr. and Mrs. Hull spent a most 
delightful day at Castle Kehm, enjoying its rugged 
scenery, and discussing past and future work of the 
Oregon State Secular Union. While Mr. and Mrs. 
Huli are on the platform, Secularism will hav at 


least two talented teachers. 


To Mr. and Mrs. Brettel, of Rochester, N. Y., we 
wish to extend our thanks for their constant con- 
tributions of reform literature, which has enabled 


us to send out scores of pamphlets and papers. 


Also to the Editor of Tux. Terura SErxxn, for his 
encouraging words in regard to the work of the 
Oregon State Secular Union, recommending its 


plan to other states. 
SHELTON AND ROSEBURG, WASH. 


The Oregon State Secular Union is not confin- 
One circuit and two 
Secular Sunday-schools in the state of Washington 
Mrs. M. E. 
Shelton-Cyphert is the leading worker at Shelton, 
while Mr. and Mrs. O. C. Lee hav charge of the 


ing its work to this state. 


hav organized under its jurisdiction. 


Roseburg circuit. 


In localities where we hav not been able to send 
a lecturer, a copy of one of my lectures ia read each 


week by a member of the local auxiliary. 


A Teachers and School Director's Cooperativ 
Bureau has been organized, whose purpose it is to 
register the names, etc., of school teachers and 
directors who are Secularists, and introduce them 
to one another, with a view to supplying, as far as 
we can, teachers for the publie schools of this state 
who are Secularists, knowing that in this way re- 
We would 
like to hear from every teacher who is a Secularist 


ligion will not be taught in the schools. 


and competent teacher. 


We also want members of school boards, in Ore- 


gon and elsewhere, who are Secularists, to write us 
if they want such teachers. 

We need your help in this matter. You want 
your public school free from religion, and we want 
to help you to hav it so. Don't be indifferent. 

The Sixth Annual Convention of the Oregon 
State Secular Union: The executiv committee hav 
not yet decided when the convention will be held, 
but Forest Grove wants it, and it may be held 
there. "We understand that the townsite of Forest 
Grove was dedicated to “Almighty God,” and with 
the understanding that there should never be a sa- 
loon in the place, and that only things of a religious 
nature should be allowed there. Mrs. Barker, our 
able lecturer, in charge of the Forest Grove circuit, 
is rapidly educating the people there out of relig- 
ious nonsense, and if the convention is held there 
we hope to go a thousand strong, and for. three 
days hold a convention such as the Secularists of 
Oregon hav never seen. 


MEMBERSHIP. 

Since last convention 355 new members hav joined 

the Oregon State Secular Union. Is your name 

there? If not, write for membership blank now. 
You can at least join the Union. 


DEBT. 

There is a balance of $68.45 due for lumber, and 
twenty-five thousand shingles and several thousand 
feet of lumber are yet to be purchased before the 
Speaker's pavilion, dance hall, and necessary walks 
for future use can be completed. 

Robert R. Laughlin, of North Yanhill who has 
been one of the stanch Secularists of this country, 
and made many contributions of money for the 
work, died at his home, June 19th. Annie E. 
Barker, lecturer of the Forest Grove Secular Cir- 
cuit, conducted the funeral services. 

Annie K. Miller, wife of P. H. Miller, of Canby, 
died June 19th. Funeral services were conducted 
by. me. Kare Keam Surrg, 

l Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 

Oregon City, Or. ; 


Nodding Philosophers. 


Anti-vaccinationists hav unearthed an enemy in 
the person of Prof. Thomas H. Huxley, who, as 


quoted in Dr. Foote's Health Monthly, says: 
If my next door neighbor 


their living, he is doing his best to restrict my freedom, 


by increasing the burden of taxation for the support of 


jails and workhouses, which I hav to pay. 


Dr. Foote casts some doubt upon Mr. Huxley’s 
authorship of the foregoing, but I find by reference 
to the professor's lecture on “ Administrativ Nibil- 
ism” that the words are there sure enough. The 
lecture as a whole shows that the author is some- 
thing of a Populist. There is, however, a suspicion 
of carelessness in his argument, especially as ap- 
plied to vaccination; because if that rite—that 18, 
the rite of vaccination—has the value claimed for it, 
those who practice it hav nothing to fear from 
small.pox. If Professor Huxley’s children contract 
small-pox, that fact would demonstrate one of two 
things—either that inoculation is not a preventiv, 
or that he has allowed his children to go unvaccin- 
ated and has thereby been guilty of an offense equal 
to disseminating strychnine lozenges or hunting 
Where he finds a leg to 
stand on while advocating compulsory vaccination 


his neighbor with a gun. 


is something which I am totally unable to discern. 


Professor Huxley has contributed a great deal to 
Whether 
assisted him to 
strengthen or to attain his own position I do not 
know, but in all my reading of his works I do not 


strengthen the position of Freethinkers. 
other Freethinkers hav ever 


discover that he givs them any credit for doing so. 


He has, I believe, about equal disregard for believ- 
His dissertation on the Mo- 
saic * wall" which has been quoted in Tue Trura 


ers and unbelievers. 


Sxexer, shows that he certainly has no appreciation 
of the labors of his predecessors—-Paine, Volney, 


Taylor, Bolingbroke, and others—who had so riddled 
the Mosaic wall that he need not for a moment hav 
debated the question of going around or over it. It 


was already full of holes. Huxley’s main fault is 
his failure to recognize the services of his co-laborers. 
I once sent him a copy of Taylor's * Diegesis,” with 
a view to finding out what he thought of it. Pro- 


fessor Huxley replied in words to the eftect that 
while a hundred years ago there might hav been 


some excuse for a man in jail to write such a book, 
there was none for its continued circulation and pe- 
rusal outside. To be sure, Taylor lacked the ad- 


vantages of the knowledge acquired in the past 


century ; possibly some of his remarks were crude; 
but if biblical criticism advances in the next century 
as it has in the past, how will Mr. Huxley's own 
words sound in 1994? Does he think that his ideas 
about vaccination will be atcepted then ? Would he 
even repeat them now? 

The fact is, the philosophers must be read with 
suspended judgments. In 1861 Mr. Herbert Spen- 
cer, noting the failures among the attempts to run 
cars by electricity, said: “‘ Daily are men induced to 
aid in carrying out inventions which a mere tyro in 
science could show to be futil Had those who 
supplied the money [for the copstruction of “electro- 
magnetic engins”] understood the general law of 
the correlation and equivalence of forces, they might 
hav had better balances at their bankers.” Electric 
motors were running almost within the sound of my 
voice when I first read the foregoing quotation, and 
T imagin that the balanceat the bankers of the elec- 
tric motor companies is quite satisfactory. Poor 
old correlation and equivalence are passengers. 

In the court of the undiscovered one man’s guess 
seams to hav about the same standing as e id 

. E. M. 


I n * is allowed to let his 
children go unvaccinated, he might as well be allowed to 
leave strychnine lozenges about in the way of mine; and 
if he brings them up untaught and untrained to earn 
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An Earnest Worker's Greeting. 


To rug Eprros or Tug Terura Sezer: So long a 
time has passed since I hav talked with you or to 


the readers of Tue TauTH Sxrkxs, that I'm afraid I 


shall seem to most of them, or at least to the many 
new readers, a stranger. I used to feel, in the 
“long ago,” that though you, like the late editor of 
the New York Tribune, was born an editor, a little 
help would always be acceptable; but tu-day, with 
the weekly ** Observations" of your more than tal- 
ented brother (a genius of the first order), with 
“News and Notes,” the interesting letters from 
across the water by our friend Charles Watts, and 
sometimes a communication from John Peck (who 
hammers his objector as he hammers the iron upon 
his anvil till he becomes smooth and pliable), what 
can your readers need with the dry words of one 
who has entered her seventy-eighth year? It is not 
you that need me, but I that need you. 

What a grand time you all must hav had around, 
not the grave but the monument which bears the 
name of Thomas Paine; and the deed, so like you, 
Mr. Editor, to giv us, the many who could not be 
with you, the entire proceedings. I do not wonder 
that Mr. Remsburg has read “The Knight Errant 
of Freedom” so many times. The conception is so 
beautiful—an entirely original thought in words as 
fine as were ever wrought into verse. What shell 
I say of the rest of the program? Surely it was 
everything that could be desired. I’m glad that we 
hav had these yearly demonstrations of honor to 
the memory of Thomas Paine, for I hav no doubt 
the church will soon claim him as a Christian, and 
make the arm-chair which is supposed to be the 
resting-place of Washington in heaven, wide enough 
to hold Thomas Paine. What think you, dear 
friends who read Tur Trura Sxxkzn, about miracles, 
when I tell you that the young people of the society 
who worship in the Westbourne Park Chapel, Lon- 
don, Dr. Spurgeon’s church (now, since his death, 
Dr. Clifford’s), invited M. D. Conway to lecture in 
that chapel upon Thomas Paine, and he complied ; 
and Dr. Clifford in the pulpit offering prayer, and 
the enthusiasm over the lecture breaking out into 
frequent and loud applause! I am old enough to 
die, but I think I shall liv to know that Colonel 
Ingersoll has by invitation lectured in the most 
orthodox churches in Boston and New York upon 
Thomas Paine. I ought to bav said in its place 
that Dr. Spurgeon preached the most terrific *hell- 
fire and brimstone” doctrin, and sent more people 
to endure it than any modern minister I hav ever 
read; and Mr. Conway, surely all Freethinkers 
know of him and his works; his *Earthward Pil- 
grimage" has been my bible many years, and now 
his ** Life of Thomas Paine" is grand. 

Iam boping to liv long enough to see “ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” I hav no doubt 
the old adage, “A patient waiter is no loser." will 
be exemplified in the case of this book, but we 
began to expect it without counting the cost. I 
hav finished my sheet, and nothing of Heston; no 
matter, he speaks for himself and will always be 
heard. I am always yours, 
Luoy N. Corman. 
Syracuse, N. Y., July 29, 1894. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tur Freethinkers of Kansas will hold a convention in 
Lawrence, Kan., September 6th-0th. Preparations are 
being made to hav ita grand success. Excellent speek- 
ing and singing will be the distinctiv features of the 
occasion. Many Freethinkers—Agnosties, Spiritualists, 
and Liberals of other shades—hav signified their inten- 
tion of being present and participating in the delibera- 
tions of the convention. Kansas is having good crops 
this year and, notwithstanding the calamity of the great 
strike, its people are hopeful and look forward to better 
times in the not distant future. W. S. Bell is now lect- 
uring in Kansas, helping to prepare the minds of the 
Liberals for the coming intellectual feast. His address 
is 114 East Fourth street, Topeka, Kan. 


Tux Friendship Liberal League, George Longfurd, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Suny in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meetings, 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 


Tax Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 32 Monroe avenue. . 


S. P. Putnam?s Lecture Appoiatments. 


Fargo, N. Dak., Aug. 11-14. 

Crookston, Minn., Aug. 15-17, 

Hoople, N. Dak. Aug, 18-21. 

Fort Maginnis, Mont., Aug. 26th to Sept. 10th. 

From July to September 10th in Iowa, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Montana. 
Please address S. P. Putnam, in care of E. C. Reich- 
wald, 284 South Water street, Chicago, Ill. 


CN 


` taneous sympathy and generosity. 
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betters of Friends. 


` Wonld Like to Enroll His Name. 
OnnisTINE, CAL., June 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eptror: Inclosed find $6.50 for the 
books you sent me some time ago and for 
the renewal of my subscription to Tre 
Truru SEEKER. I would like very mneh 
to hav my name enrolled in Mr. Putnam’s 
book, ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought," but times are too hard just now, 


‘go will hav to forego for awhile the pleas- 


Respectfully yours, 


ure of reading it. 
. Jonas MYERS. 


Suecess is Sure. 

New Yonx, July 27, 1894. 
Mr. Evrror: Since I ordered the book, 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
and Tae Trora Seexer for one year, I 
hav & little audience of neighbors nearly 
every night to read the paper. They are 
foo noor to order it themselvs, but they 
devonr every word of it. 'This paper is 
really a gem of'its kind. Tt is an intelli- 
gent, trathful, and progressiv work. It 
strikeshome. Keep it up, friends. and we 
wil surely gain in the end. Wishing 

success, I remain, Yours truly, 
Lewis OHASEIN. 


Tiresome, but Must Be Done. 

Epprvinnz, N. Y., July 16, 1894. 
Mr Enrron: Please find inclosed $3 for 
renewal from February. Iam in love with 
the paper and tbink it is doing a great 
good, but it looks like a thankless task to 
keep up a continnal fire on all the super- 
stitiona of the times. Bat it must be done 
or our liberties are gone, and we are bound 
down with all the old Puritanical laws that 
were enacted when the church held the 
power; when they could burn witches ac- 
cording to law. I see that you are vigi- 
lant and watchful, with your eye on all the 
tricks of God'sholy men. Yoursfor prog- 

ress, F. LARABEE. 


He is Dead Asleep Now. 
Croorvivnr, N. Y., July 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed fifty 
cents for ‘“Thumbecrew and Rack,” **Self- 
Contradictions of the Bible," ** Religion a 
Curse, a Lie, a Disease:" 
miles one day to see an Infidel. I wanted 
him to giv twentv-five cents to distribute 
the Paine memorial paper. He would not 
giv five cents. He said he expected to 
sleep when he was done with this life, and 
he didn't fret himself over Freethought or 
politics. I am going to see him again and 
lend him a few copies of Tus TRUTH 
Serxer and other Freethought reading, 
and see if I cannot arouse him to the idea 
that there is work to be done in this world, 
and that he can sleep just as sound in the 
hereafter for doing it. I lend or giv away 
most of my papers, There are not many 
Freethinkers in this community. 

Yours for Freethought and free speech, 

. R. L. SrissER. 


A Few Words for €. W. Goff. 
CorvuMBUS, Kan., July 24, 1894. 
Mr, Eprror: I am sick, but must write. 
Do not refuse to publish a few expressionr 


. of grief and appreciation for my departed 


friend. ‘‘How blessings brighten as they 
take their flight!" As T was reading, in 
pain, your items, the death of my noble 
friend caught my eye, and spontaneous 
tears rushed down my cheeks to relieve 
unutterable emotions. During the Con- 
vention at Chicago in October last, he and 
I were at the Russell Hotel. Incidentally 
on the first dav I gav him a clue to my 
history, especially the persecutions—rough 
treatment, personal dangers, mobs, and 
perils of life—T encountered forty to fifty 
vears ago. when I had told too much 
heretical trnth, and that T had come there 
as an object of charity at the risk of my 
life. Few strangers (even Freethinkers) 
would do as he did, giv me $5, with apon- 
T hav 
no doubt if he had been present he 
would hav added to his gift in the public 
contribntions I remember with great 
gratitude. His zeal, enthusiasm, energy, 
Jove of truth, and humanity were con 
rpicucus to the conveution, as well as his 
generosity and public spirit. in behalf of 
a scientific. humane, truth-teaching Free- 
thought college. I observed bis frank, 


I rode fifteen |- 


plain way of expression in his discussions, 
which many did not like, but I wish we 
had far more such men. Whatever his 
faults, I think he could say like me, I am 
neither a liar nor a hypocrit. Dear friend, 
farewell. You leave an indelible record on 
my impressible brain. J. H. Coo. 


Freethinkers Should Not Fear Free 
Thonghts. 
WzsrBoRO. Mass., July 24, 1894. 
Mr. Eptror: Inclosed please find $5, 
which credit to my account. With a grow- 
ing and increasing family it is not a little 


| difficult keeping even with the world. 


Still times are not so hard in the East as 
in the West ; for the reason that communi- 
ties whose wealth consists largely in money 
feel the contraction of currency last of all. 
It is only, to use a homely expression, 
when the old cow is milked dry that they 
suffer. 

You probably hav 8 tolerably clear idea 
of how to run your paper; but in reply to 
those who seem to think the observations 
of your brother George, in regard to 
finance, are detrimental to THz TRUTH 
SEEKER, I will say its sale will increase ; 
furthermore, I cannot understand the op- 
position of Freethinkers to free thoughts 
properly expressed. An old slave owner 
eared mighty little about the thought of 
the slave so long as he got the result of his 
labor. Just so wecan talk about mental 
liberty until we are black in the face, but 
if we are financial slaves what does it all 
amount to ? 

In regard to woman suffrage, vërhins I 
do not get Mr. George Macdonald’s idea, 
but it looks to me like this: Women ought 
not to vote, for the reason that a majority 
of them are likely to vote for unjust meas- 
ures, Bearing in mind that a large pronor- 
tion of the present legislation of the Eng- 
lish Parliament and the American Houses 
of Congress is intended to mitigate the 
legislativ wrongs of the past, the above 
argument would hav a tendency certainly 
to disfranchise men. It is not unlike the 
mental process of the boy holding his com- 
panion down on the barn floor. *'I'll not 
let you up, for if I do you might get me 
down." : 

I hav a friend who says he will subscribe 
for your paper. Respectfully, 

Z: A. QLEASON. 


Mortuary—Jackson Shull. 


"Dxr»nos, O., July 23. 1894. 

Mr. EÉprrog: On Thursday, July 19, 
1894, Jackson Shull, a pioneer of Allen 
county, Ohio, died at his home in Beaver 
Dam. 
` With the consciousness of an honorable 
and virtuous life well spent, at the age of 
sixty-seven, while lying in the arms of his 
daughter, and as if falling asleep, he 
passed peacefully away. Death had no 
terrors for him; he died as he had lived, 
without fear of the future. 

In an early day he came with his father 
from Wayne county, Ohio, and the family 
settled in the dense forest where the village 
of Beaver Dam is now located. His 
father laid out the village in 1851. Jack- 
son Shull followed his trade of stone and 
brick mason nearly all his life. In youth 
he obtained only a common-school educa- 
tion, but he was a life-long student and 
had few, if any, intellectual peers in Allen 
county. His library was filled with the 
best of books, among which was Thomas 
Paine's complete works in three large 
volumes. Kind and charitable to all, it 
has been said he had no enemy in the 
world. He was always willing for others 
to enjoy all the rights he claimed for him- 
self. By his death the Freethought cause 
has lost a faithful and effectiv worker. 

He left to mourn the loss of one they 
loved so dearly, Julia Ann, the partner of 
thirty-eight years of happy wedlock, and 
his two daughters, iurs. Cora Weaver, 
wife of B. W. Weaver, and Miss Gula 
Shull. No man was more kind to his 
family. They can go to his grave and 
truthfully say: ** He who lies here never 
gave to us & moment of pain; from his lips, 
now dust, there never came to us an un- 
kind word." He laid up no ‘treasure in 
heaven,” but bv his industry and frugality 
he has left for the maintenance of his 
loved and loving family property valued 
at over twenty thousand dollars, 

On Saturday, July 21st, the relativs and 
friends met at the old homestead to pay 


their tribute of affection, to perform the 
last säd act of love to him who lay wrapped 
in quiet sleep. A beautiful and touching 
oration, prepared by John R. Charles- 
worth, who could not attend, was read by 
the undersigned. Hon. Charles N. Lam- 
ison, of Lima, O., a life-long friend of the 


deceased, followed with a fitting tribute of | 


respect and love to departed worth. The 
remains were then borne to the Beaver 
Dam cemetery and, after the casket was 
lowered into the grave, the following 
benediction, also prepared by Mr. Charles- 
worth, was pronounced: ‘‘ And now into 
the arms of Nature, our universal mother 
and our final home, we consign thee. For- 
ever past the trials of life, forever free 
from the tears of sorrow and of pain, rest 
oblivious forever in thy windowless tomb, 
under the blue canopy of *ky—in the sun- 
light, moonlight, and starlight. Sleep 
forever in summer’s golden dawn, in 
autumn's chilling frost, and winter’s 
shroud of snow. Sleep amid the warbling 
of birds, under the green of the grass, 
amid the perfume of flowers. Rest, sweet 
rest; sleep, eternal sleep, whose dust 
knows no awakening snd whose repose 
dreams of no future. Peace, quiet, and 
rest; a last, long, and forever farewell.” 
B. A. Rorosox. 


The Lecture Field. 
Mosca, Cor., July 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: From California to Iowa, 
and back to Colorado, is a long journey and 
full of interest in & Freethought way. 
I began my lecture trip at Merced, Cal., 
where some Freethinkers thought I was 
not severe enough in my arraignment of 
Christianity, to Boulder, Col., the pretti- 
est city I hav seen in this Centennial state, 
and where I gave six lectures, and a funeral 
address over the remains of William E. 
McIntosh, a college graduate and young 


soldier in the state militia called out by |: 


Governor Waite to restore peace at Crip- 
ple Créek. While on duty at the mines he 
fell down a shaft 250 feet. The body was 
sent to Boulder, where he had resided 
with his parents. 

By special request of the parents, thor- 
ough-going Freethinkers, I remained two 
days after the close of my lectures to de- 
liver a discourse in accord with their viev. 
and his. They now particularly desire 
that every word of that address be pub- 
lished in our Liberal journals. I here 
with submit it verbatim, leaving my notes 
of Pierson, Iowa, to come next in order, 
and so on back to Merced—‘‘the first 
shall be last and the last first!” 

A very large concourse attended the 
services at the house, among the hearers 
several clergymen, I am told, who had 
an opportunity for once in their lives of 
listening to a funeral ‘‘sermon” without 
one word concerning Christ, God, or other 
theological speculations. Mr. McIntosh 
next morning told me that it met his 
views and his wife’s exactly. 

The elegant casket was almost buried in 
flowers. His student associates in rich, 
melodious voices, sang selections from L. 
K. Washburn’s Cosmian Hymn Book, one 
of the hymns repeated at the cemetery. 

THE DISCOURSE. 


On an occasion like this it is our custom 
to be brief. 

We bring to you a philosophy of life 
filled with love for our fellow-beings; a 
philosophy which teaches us the value of 
reason, man’s best guide; a philosophy of 
right-living, of moral worth; of nature; of 
all beauty and art; a philosophy "which 
teaches us that nature is the only infinit, 
&ud that all events take place under the 
dominion of law—from the rolling of the 
mightiest orb in space to the rounding of a 
tear-drop or the fall of a leaf. Nothing is 
governed by mere chance—from birth to 
death, and including death, all is. natural 
—pain, misery, sorrow, ps well as joy—all 
are natural. 2 

The Freethinker accepts the good, the 
beautiful, the true wherever found; proves 
all things, holds fast the true; endeavor» 
to square his life by justice, mercy, kind- 
ness, good-will, irrespectiv of mere be- 
liefs; grants to others all the rights he 
claims for himself; frankly and rejoicingly 
accepts the teachings of science, the true 
interpreter of nature; accepts honor as 
the pole-star of existence; rejects every 
creed which is notin harmony with canons 
of common sense; fears no master, and 
acknowledges none; stands self-reliant 
when clouds shadow; firmly faces danger, 
and, if possible, averts calamity through 
the exercise of intelligence; sings hymns 
of Freedom; believes in humanity; hates 


cant, hypocrisy, and cruelty ; “despises . 
despotism; loves liberty better:that life.: ` 

These are the principles of. Mr. and Mrs, 
Lemuel Mcintosh, .and.;:these were the 
principles of their son whose. body here 
before us rests'in the silent halls of déath 
toward which our feet are: bastening. 
‘Tis only a question of time.’ -He has 
simply gone before us. 

No mere words of human eymipathy | can 
obliterate the dull pain of separation, ‘nor 
fill the void which death makes in the heart 
of mother, father, brother, sister, friend, 

Time may assuage grief; but the wound 
remains, & scar—a& lingering memory. “We 
accept the inevitable, hopes and fears, and 
cannot blot it out. This is the’ decree 
of nature, which has never been set aside, 

But there is a joy in the night of gloom 
—the sunshine of a happy. disnosition— 
the bright promis of a noble manhood. 

William E. MeIntosh had fáirly entered 
upon manhood's career, full of courage, 
nearly twenty-four years of age—would | be 
the 11th of August—a general favorit, be- 
loved by a large circle of friends in Boul- 
der and vicinity. He was cotiscientious, 
studious, true. This young patriot, when 
he heard the voice of duty, sprang. to.the 
service of his country, to the very front of 
danger. He met his death in the discharge 
of that duty; brave young’ “comrade; ` 88 
deserving of honor as if he had yielded up 
his precious life. amid the diu and smoke 
of the battle-field. Long will he be re- 
membered by every friend with‘ pure 
affection. His memory is a benediction. 

These words are for you, father, mother, 
for every member of the home circle, ' As 
for the rest, silence is the ‘most eloquent 
tribute. ^ MI 
AT THE GRAVH IN PRESENCE OF MILITARY, 

COMPANY H. 

To His Comravss: Devoted. to. the 
welfare, the perpetuity of- the American 
republic, you aré soldiers notfor conquest, 
but for equal rights, for liberty, for uni- 
versal freedom under the glorious. flag.of : 
our union. 

Beneath the clear blüe skies of Colo- 
rado, his nativ state, your comrade, man- 
ful and true, sleeps his last sleép. In your 
hearts his memory will be ever cherished. 


“Company H then went through: the 


‘impressiv military salute, : three: volleys 


over the grave of their comrade 

The Freethinkers of Boulder are:. ...° 

Dr. L. Z. Coman, Lyman W. Leland, 
N. D. McKinzie, M. Q. Smith, N. M. 
Howard, James Walker, Josh Woosley, 
W. Q. Cook, Lemuel McIntosh, , James 
Bateman, and more than one hundred 
others, . W. F. JAMIESON. | 

P. 8.—Will the Boston Investigator and 
Jronclad Age please copy? 


Not His Position, as 
Byrrov, ILL., July 14, mm, 204. 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. S. P: Patnam evi- 
dently misapprehends my position in re- 
gard to an alleged universal intelligence if 
he considers it analogous to that held by 
Mr. D. W. Church, of Greenfield, Ia., as 
defined in ‘‘ News and Notes” in yours of 
July 14th. This definition of Mr. Church's 
views is: '‘ That the universal ether is a 
kind of universal intelligence, and that 
this intelligence, if we are open souled, 
will flow into the brain, and illuminate it, 
and thus we hav a power of insight that 
transcends knowledge and of which knowl- 
edge is simply the instrument. He denies 
personality to this infinit "intelligence, 
and so practically denies that it is God ” 
This latter part I indorse, but the other 
* definition" stands sadly. in need of. a 
definition that will render it luminous to 
the ordinary mind. For how any insight 
ean transcend knowledge passes my com- 
prehension, and that knowledge is sup- 
posed to be the instrument of insight is 
placing the cart before the horse, for 
knowledge must precede insight in every 
ease, since there can be no insight into 
anything unless knowledge of it is first ob- 
tained; if not knowledge, at least strong 
grounds for assuming its existence, such, 
for instance, as that upon which the belief 
in the universal ether is based. And that 
this universal intelligence, if we are open 
souled, will flow into the brain and illumi- 
nate it, needs ‘‘illumination” about as 
badly as the former definition. It affords 
us, however, a sufficient insight into Mr. 
Church’s philosophy to reveal that it is 
decidedly idealistic and pantheistic in its 
tendency, thus assuming positions in. the 
polemical arena which I hav always repu- 
diated. 

While I concede a very low form of 
mind to the constituents of the ether, i. é., 
the ultimste atoms, I hav always strenu- 
ously opposed the assumption that there 
is & universal intelligence or mind diffused 


through the ether ot imtüianent in nature, 
iny mäii reábon for denying the possibility 
of such üniversal mind being that the 
warting or cleshing of the elements pre- 
cludes the ünifiéation of the atomic minds 
into one tiniversal intelligence. What 
produces our intelligence but the hürmoni- 
dus and united aétion of the miid-energy 
resident withii our constituents? Dis- 
fupt this harmony and our mind or intel. 
ligenee ithmediately terminates. The 
proper harmony to generate intelligence 
hiis its inception when the great elements, 
carbon, liydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen, 
unite in protoplasm, provided they happen 
to unite in the: right proportions, This is 
the starting point to higher forms of intel- 
ligende than what is innate within their 
components. While their harmonious 
action and codperation persist, higher 
types of mind are the result through the 
centralization of their vito-psychic energy 
in a cerebral organ, but the moment in- 
imical agencies enter the organism to 
destroy it, the intelligence which was but 
the result of a fortuitous concourse of 
certain elements in proper proportions 
and of the fusion of their immanent psy- 
chio energy, must cease and relapse again 
into its prizaordial atomic state. The 
same ‘conditions, then, which would de- 
stroy intelligence in an organic. being 
would preclude the possibility of the ex 
istence of the: universal intelligence in 
space, since the eternal tnrmoil and confu- 
sion in space, outside of organisms, pre- 
elndes the harmonious action which is 
essential to intelligence. "There can be no 
more intelligence in nature, as à whole, 
than there can be in a brain or an organi- 
zation on the point of dissolution by hav. 
ing introduced into it a deadly substance, 
which interrupts, the harmonious action 
of the various parts. Absolute harmony 
and co-operation are essential to intelli- 
gence witbin organism; then why should 
they not also be outside of organism? But 
where do we find them in space? 

Again, intelligence, as we know it, is a 
product of evolution. But evolution im- 
puces à. Leginning. How, then, can there 
be an infinit intelligence in the universal 
ether which had no beginning and is not 
subject to evolution in itself? . 

On the other hand, it is strictly in con- 
sonance with scientific data to concede an 
exceedingly low form of sentience to 
atoms, a mind or ''primitiv judgment,” 
as Edison calls it, on a par with or of the 
same caliber as the vital principle conceded 
to atoms by all scientists. We know that 
. mind is associated with life. Go wherever 
you will, find life in its normal state, and 
you will find mind connected with it. Even 
many plants manifest low forms of con- 
sciousness, not to say intelligence, as. well 
asthe very lowest animal organisms in 
which not a trace of a nerve-system or 
cerebral organ is to be found. Their 
psychic acts beheld through the micro- 
scope are truly marvelous, proving, 
beyond all reasonable doubt, that mind 


exists outside of brain, and that it is | 


therefore not dependent upon, or the pro- 
duct of, brain, but that the latter is essen- 
tial only by the evolvement of higher 
types of intelligence. Mind, then, being 
inalienably associated with life in its high- 
est ag well as in its lowest forms, it follows 
thatit must also be associated with the life 
conceded by all scientists to atoms. 
Instead of the universal ether being a 
kind of universal intelligence, which Mr. 
Putnam believes to be my contention, I 
maintain that the universal ether, as well 
as its concrescence, matter, contains an 


infinit number of segregate atomic minds 


which when aggregated into the proper 
form produce the higher phases of sentient 
life. Still,-we must also concede to these 
atomic minds judgment sufficient to start 
evolution in its career of development; 
but that it was immeasurably assisted 
therein by the various other factors of 
evolution. In other words, I hold that 
the mindless factors of evolution were 
vastly more instrumental in evolving the 
delicate adjustments and coaptations of 
organisms than the innate mind-principle 
of atoms; that without these auxiliary 
agencies the mind in nature could hav ac- 
complished nothing. : 

If it had ‘the intelligence to design, it. 
would hav the intelligence to preserve for 
a reasonable period what it designed; but 
fhe horrible manner in which its forma 
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tion’ are often destroyed proves that it is 
absolutely devoid of such intelligence, 
Atomic mind can consist only of a men- 
tal tendency to aggregate into certain 
specific forms, but the various contingent 
factors of evolution do the actual work, 
oarrying out this tendency to its inevitable 
sequence. Heritan WETTSTEIN. 


The God of Moses. 
{dontmnvep |. 
Ra?rp River, Mion., July 16, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: The soldier with the blight- 
ing foam of battle on his lips, and the war: 
blague turning his blood to gall, may take 
part in the sack of a city, slay the helpless 
and innocent, oütrage the noble and pure, 
and yet for him there is a feeble hope, a 
slim possibility, that when far removed 
from blood and battle, returned: to the 


haunts of bis childhood, he may remember ; 


his share in the carnage and crime with 
sorrow and regret, and some wesk bedrag- 
gled virtne may struggle for existence in his 
war scorched mind. But for the soldiers of 
Moses there could be no such hrpe. Cruelty 
with them became a home pastime, torture 
a religious luxury, and the screams of ont- 
raged maidens, the agonized shrieks of the 
dying, were things to be remembered and 
recounted with delight long years after- 
ward, Any virtues they ever had were as 
hopelessly dead as the antediluvians who 
perished in the flood. If such another act 
of ungrateful, unprovoked cruelty was ever 
conceived and carried out with such fiend- 
ish ferocity, in à manner so utterly degrad- 
ing to all who took part in the butchery, it 


is buried in oblivion, as no historian has | 
Here every: virtue wis dis- | 


recorded: it. 
honored and every vice paraded in tri- 
umph, and we can read the:teachings of 


Moses as plainly as if written in letters of | 
fire.. Make criminals and degrade your- | 


selvs, fawn, cringe to, and flatter the Lord 
God alone, and he will be to you a peculiar 
god, and you will be to him a peculiar 
people. It isan almost universal opinion 
that piety in itself is virtue; nothing could 
be falser than this, as the devotee who con- 
ceives his imaginary god to be of & cruel 
and revengeful hature will, ss a matter of 
course, itnitate the manners of his superior 
whenever he bas the power; and as all gods 
arb more or less cruel and revengeful, 
so all religions are more or lessdangerous. 
And as religion is built by fear and selfish- 


ness, any priest would starve in the service | 


of & deity who hated cruelty as much as 
the average civilized human, as the people 
would cease to fear-him. God's vengeance 
is the lever by which the priest raises his 
salary, and the slimmer the contribution 
box the more vengeful his god becomes, 
But no god was ever supposed by his 


followers to be all evil excepting the God | 


oreated by this man Moses, and judging 


by the records in the Bible we cannot. 


doubt that the conception Moses formed 
of his own god was that he loved evil for 
evil's sake ; even the promises made to his 
own people contained the most dangerous 
viciousness; namely, commands to rob, 
torture, and slay all others, And we nat- 
urally inquire where, how, and by whom 
was this vicious worship formed? And all 
our knowledge of the bigotry displayed by 
all religious votaries would lead us to be- 
lieve that it first took form among the 
Persians. Many considerations lead to this 
belief, but chiefly the following: 1. No 
nation or people of any importance was 
known to any ancient historian as inhabit- 
ing the land of Palestine until the time of 
the Maccabees. : 

2. At the time the Jerusalem colony or 
mission was established by Cyrus the 
power of the Persians throughout Asia 
was absolute, and Philip of Spain would 
hav been as likely to build a Mohammedan 
mosque for some tribe of Moors, as Cyrus, 
a bigoted believer in Ormuzd, to assist an 
insignificant captiv tribe to erect a temple 
jo any god except his own. In fact, ac- 
cording to all religious notions, he would 
hav been committing a deadly sin, for 
which his own priesthood would hav placed 
him under the ban. 

If we knew nothing more than this, it 
would be ‘strong circumstantial evidence 
that the Jewish religion emanated from 
the Persians. But in reading the Jewish 
historical books in our Bible carefally, it 
becomes clear that they contain the history 
of two distinct peoples, one a fierce, cruel, 
fighting, numerous race, which all things 


point to as the. Persians, The people led 
by Moses, interpolated. into this history, 
was a weak, insignificant, tribal kingdom, 
with Jerusalerii for its capital, tributary to 
Egypt until. wrested from its grasp by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and to what race of people 
this tribe belonged will never be known, as 
Nebuchadnezzar wiped them ont as clean as 
a school teacher could wipe a blackboard. 
We will quote a few of these interpolations 
and their opposits. When David num- 
bered Israel, Judah had 500.000 men who 
drew the sword, and during Solomon's 
reign of peace they must hav increased. 
When Israel and Judah became separate 
kingdoms and Rehoboam reigned over 
Jüdah, he must hav had au immense army, 
and yet we find that in the fifth year of his 
reign Shishak, king of Egypt, came to 
Jerusalem .and plundered the city, king's 
house, and house of God inoluded, and 
Rehoboam and his immense army never 
lifted a hand to defend themselvs.  . 
The supposition that vanity: tempted the 
historian to exaggerate their strength does 
not explain it, as all vain, unscrupulous 
historians try to reduce the nuwerical 
strength of their own army and magnify 
the numbers of their opponents. And if 
this cowardly act of Rehoboam had been 
recorded by one of his people, he. would 
hav been more likely to hav subtracted 
from than added to. their numerical 
strength. And we cannot believe that 
any king with àn army five hundred thou- 
sand strong was cowardly enough to allow 
his kingdom to be overrun by an invader 
without a severe and protracted struggle. 
Jehoshaphat. of Judah, a successor of Reho- 
boam, as we are told, had an army nearly 
a million strong, and we find him and the 


kings of Israel and Edom going to war 


with the little kingdom of Moab, and but 
for some pious, deceitful ruse, recom- 
mended by one of God’s prophets, they 
would all hav been annihilated. 

From the time of Jehoshaphat until 
Palestine passed into the hands of Nebu- 
chadnezzar no wars or pestilences of any 
account are recorded, and yet all the able- 
bodied men fit for his army found by 
Nebuchadnezzar throughout all the land 
was seven thonsand. From these in- 
stances quoted, and a great many more 
that any careful reader can discover, it 
becomes evident that these books contain 
the history of two very different peoples; 
and we assert that the numerous and 
powerful fighting people whose history is 
recorded in these books was the Persian, 
and a well-known fact in their own history 
taken in connection with the Mosaic 
legends proves this: The early home of 
the Aryans and Persians was between the 
Oxus and Jaxartes in Central Asia, but 
whether the Persians were the kinsmen or 
bondmen of the Aryans is uncertain; all 
Philology can do is prove a common lan- 
guage, and this would hav been so in 
either case. The well-known fact that the 
Persians, after separating from the Aryans, 
worshiped the Aryan demons and made 
their gods their demons leaves no doubt 
on the mind that they had some bitter 
cause of enmity against the Aryans. To 
understand how very bitter the hatred of 
the Persian leaders for the Aryans was we 
must imagin one Roman Catholic nation 
oppressipng another until the leaders of the 
oppressed people become so infuriated 
at their God for turning a deaf ear to their 
prayers that they meet in solemn con- 
clave and make a vow to their devil that 


if he will deliver them from their oppress-: 


ors they will be his peculiar people and he 
alone shall be their god. The leaders 
would not tell the common people this or 
they would be denounced to their oppress- 
ors, a8 the more down-trodden & people 
are the more superstitious they become. 
If to encourage them they promised super- 
natural aid, it would bein the names of 
Mary, Jesns, Ghost, or God, and if success 
crowned their efforts, the names of old 
gods would be discountenanced and at 
length prohibited and their god be known 
by a new name, and the leaders, if true to 
their old devil and new god, would teach 
and lead their followers into all manner of 
crime and their old tales and legends 
would be turned upside down to put virtue 
in the mud and vice on top. They could 
imagin no other way to serve Satan. 
(Could the most intelligent believer in & 
God and a devil imagin any other way of 
serving his deyilship?) In the Mosaic 


4 


507 


legends we find this was the course pur- 
sued by Moses. He pretended to be sent 
by their own god I Am to their aid with 
the promis of I Am'a assistance; but as 
soon as they. were free and desertiou no 
longer to be dreaded, T Am disapveared and 
their god took,a new name. and auvthine 
more criminal than the god-commanded 
acts of Moses is. un*nowu to. history, and 
in the old Abram or Brahma legends the 
scoundrel became the saint; and all - 
through these Mosaic legends we can see 
the proóess by which the superstitious 
Persians were bullied and coaxed to abjure . 
their god and worship their own devil 
without knowing it; and as they were the 
only people known to history who did 
this, it saddles the origin of the Mosaic 
worship upon them beyond a peradventure. 

The I Am with whom Moses tried to en- 
courage his people is, without donbt, a 
corruption of the old Aryan or Hindoo 
letters of holy mystery, A U M or O M, 
and as these sacred letters were unknowu 
in Syria or Egypt. this again points with 
no uncertain finger .to the Oxus and Jax- 
artes as the land from which these people, 
led by Moses, came. As there has been 
a good deal of speculation about the origin 
and meaning of these letters, I will tell a 
story and allow every one to draw his own 
conclusions, 

Returning one evening from school with 
some comrades, & bull in a field by the 
wayside at sight of us commenced to 
bellow, and as the owner was not in sight, 
and there was a good fence between the 
bull and us, it was an opportunity not to 
be lost to imitate and tease him. While 
engaged in this frolic, one of the crowd 
exclaimed, **Let us spell it!" and I remem- 
ber some of the different combinations of 
letters nsed were, A U M. and T A M, and . 
AUO HM; but we finally agreed among 
ourselvs that O M drawled to the time and 
tune of the bellow best expressed it. I 
may add that we knew nothing about Hin- 
doo mythology or theology. In reading 
theold Aryan or Hindoo mvthology or the- 
ology it is plaiu that their first and highest 
g^d, Indra, evolved from the bull and that 
bis ancient enemy was Vittra, the serpent. 
This accounts for the fearful frenzv of 
Moser at sight of the goldeu calf, and 
Aaron’s reasons for making it. Thinking 
Moses was lost he bad returned to his old 
god, and his fear of Moses made him at- 
tribute its formation to pure accident, 
well knowing that Moses would resent s 
god fashioned in this form more than in 
any other. It is plain from the story that 
Moses, as well as Aaron, believed in images, 
and that he murdered Aaron, who stood in 
his way, in order to establish the worship. 
of his serpent god. The image of his god 
was worshiped by the Israelites for hun- 
dreds of years. And this likewise accounts 
for his murdering all the priests, from & 
month old and upward, who had left their 
nativ land, and filling their places with 
creatures of his own training. Between 
these priests, whom he had trained iu the 
doctrin that cruelty and crime were piety . 
aud dear to God, and him some rupture 
must hav occurred, and as they had been 
his tools and knew all the schemes and 
murderous plans he adopted to rid himself 
of obnoxious parties, they seem to hav lost 
no time in taking a hand in the game and 
bowling the old man out, as their priestly 
story of a man like Moses, full of health 
and vigor, who would without doubt hav 
hung on to life with the greatest tenacity, 
going quietly of his own accord to Mount 
Nebo to die is too thin to be treated with 
anything except contempt by even the 
most superstitious. That Moses ascended 
some mountain with the intention of sacri- 
ficing a priest who had offended him is 
likely enough, bnt he had made a trip too 
mary, and that his own rascally anatomy 
ascended to heaven in the smoke of a 
burnt sacrifice is confirmed by the con- 
tinuation of the priestly yarn, where we 
are told that God went into the undertak- 
ing business and bnried bis old favorit 
with sucb care and secrecy that his «epul- 
cher would never be discovered. Know- 
ing he had dissolved in smoke, they would 
feel perfectly safe in making this assertion. 
Whatever we may think of these priests 
‘we cannot help feeling thankful that they 
saved earth, rock, or gravel on our globe 
from being contaminated by contact with 
the decaying remains of that out-and-out 
scamp and cutthroat, Moses. 

Tom WALKER, 
[ro BE CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK. ] 
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@ahildren’s Corner. 


Fdited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tiong for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is heginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the dav'& ocenpations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 
A 


Every Day Philosophy. 
When weariness with life my spirit fills, 
When deep disgust consnmes me with my lot, 
. I draw some store of comfort from the ills 
Ihavn't got. 
To find that fortnne at your coming flies, 
To be bankrupt in health, in fame, in purse 
Is bad enongh: bnt I philosophize 
Jt might be worse. 
Incessantly we make a great ado, 
The mouth of misery is wide agane; 
But happier we. I fancy, if we knew 
What we escape. 
The common woes of life are had enough, 
Misfortunes fall as casy as the dew, 
And atill for every morning steak that’s tough 
There might be two. 
This ono is &ck; his wayward fate cries out 
Against the leech. the calomel, the bed; 
O inconsiderate person. conse to pont— 
You might be dead! 
And this one hath the mitten: he has wooed, 
Vniulv, alack, his wooing it has sped, 
Well—even in this there’s comfort, rightly viewed; 
He might be wed! 


And here i8 one who whines; his all is swept 
Away in panic; he has had to * fail.” 
He shoul. I think, be cheerful that he’s kept 
Safe ont of jail. i 


But late I lont a twenty dollar bill— 
And did Iwring my hands that I had b'undered? 
Not I iudeed—I'm very thankfnl still 
‘Twas not a hundred. 


Sooth should I o'er enptize when walka are bad, 
Anil my good clavicle involve in wreck, 
Serene’y, I should say. how very glad 
It's not my neck. 


Oh, trust me--botter not to make ado 
At the few miseries of our common lot. 
There's mi'liona of 'em—if we only knew— 
Wo havn't got. 
—— 


Lincoln’s Religion. 


The popnlar belief concerning the relig- 
ious views of ‘‘the grandest man ever 
made President of the United States " is 
that he was a believer in Christianity. Al- 
most immediately after Lincoln’s death 
Dr. J. G. Holland rushed from the press 
his ‘‘ Life of Lincoln,” affirming that he 
was a devout Christian. Dr. Holland's 
work had the slight demerit of being in 
essential particulars unreliable from the 
first page to the last. However, coming 
from the press when the public was horri- 
fied over the details of Lincoln's tragic 
death and deeply interested in everything 
pertaining to his life, Dr. Holland's biog- 
raphy of Lincoln had a large circulation 
and a great influence in making his claim 
concerning Lincoln’s religion popular. 

After two of Lincoln's intimate friends, 
Hon. W. H. Herndon and Col. Ward H. 
Lamon, exposed and refuted Holland’s 
willful misrepresentations he modified 
the claim in Scribner's Monthly, and 

. finally virtually abandoned it. 

The testimony of Mr. Herndon alone is 
sufficient to establish the negativ of the 
question. If any one in the world knew 
the religious convictions of Abraham Lin- 
coln that verson was W. H. Herndon, for 
twenty years his law partner and beloved 
friend. So strong was their attachment 
for each other that the partnership was 
never formally dissolved, and to the night 
of Lincoln’s assassination all the business 
of the law firm was transacted in the name 
of ** Lincoln and Herndon.” 

The following letter from Mr. Herndon 
states most emphatically that Lincoln was 
not & believer in Christianity: 

SPRINGFIELD, ILL., June 13, 1890. 

Mz. GnarrrgSN— My Dear Sir: Your let- 
ter dated the 6th inst, making inquiries 
about Mr Lincoln’s religion, was duly re- 
ceived. You ask me this question sub- 
stantially: ‘‘Was Mr. Lincoln a Chris- 
tian?” and in answer to tbe question let 
me say that Mr. Lincoln did not helieve 
in the dogma of the fall of man, did not 
believe that the Bible was the special and 
divine revelation of God as the Christian 
world contends, did not believe in the 
atonement, and did no? believe that Jesus 
was the only begotten son of God as the 
Christi:n world professes and contends; 
did in 1835-6 write a little book against 

. Christianity and never revoked what he 
then wrote. In short, Mr. Lincoln was a 
Liberal—an Infidel, if you please. 

Yours truly, W. H. Hernvon. 
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See my ‘ Life of Lincoln,” pages 439- 
447, for further information. 

If Lincoln became a Christian after hi8 
eleetion to the presidency he would at 
least hav intimated the fact to Mr. Hern- 
don, whom he made an Infidel, and who 
was one of his dearest friends. The fact 
that he did not do so shows, as some of 
Lincoln's most intimate friends at Wash- 
ington testify, that he died an unbeliever. 

Mr. Herndon's testimonv is corroborated 
by that of one hundred friends of Lincoln 
whose testimony is given in Mr. Rems 
burg’s unanswerable work, ‘‘ Abraham 
Lincoln: Was He a Christian?” 

Christians believe in Hebrew ghost 
stories and infinitly absurd dogmas with- 
out a scintilla of evidence. But the ma- 
jority of them believe that Lincoln was a 
Christian in spite of the testimony of all 
those nearest to him in the confidential re- 
lations of life who affirm the contrary. 

A good many Christians seem to con- 
sider Infidel synonymous with Atheist, and 
Christian with Theist. They argue that 
Tuincoln was not an Infidel but a Chris- 
tian, because he believed in a God. If 
this argument proves anything, it proves 
that all Jews and Mohammedans are 
Christians, because they believe in a God, 
and also that two of the world’s greatest 
Infidels, Voltaire and Paine, were Chris- 
tians. Both Voltaire and Paine believed 
in a God, but even the most liberal Chris- 
tian would be slow to admit that they were 
Christians 

Hannibal Hamlin, vice-president with 
Lincoln, in a letter replying to an inquiry 
of mine concerning Lincoln’s religion, 
calls bim a ** Christian man,” simplv be- 
cause he was a moral man. A good many 


other Christians do the same when they 


know that goodness in itself does not con- 
stitute Christianity. A man can be a moral 
man and not a ‘‘ Christian man." Chris- 
tians hav not as yet à monopoly of virtue 
nor will they ever hav. 

The fact that Lincoln was a Freethinker 
does not prove the Christian religion false 
or the principles of Secularism true, but 
it dees show that the majority is some- 
times mistaken and not on the side of 
truth; that Dr. Holland and many other 
** D. D.'s," who misrepresented Lincoln’s 
religion, were not honest, and that the 
greatest, noblest man born on the conti- 
nent of America was not a believer in 
Christianity. FRANKLIN J, QRIFFEN. 

Omaha, Neb. | 


HYPNOTISMW. My original method, $1. 100 
page pamphlet, 10c. One on Personal Magnet- 
ism, 10c. DR. ANDERSON, T.S. 8. i 
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women, the Spider, the Iron Virgi ı Up to Date the Execution Bell, ete. 

“Tused to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, *how ou- fathers persecuted mankind ButI 
never appreciated it. Lrea lit, bititdid uot burn itself into my soul. I did not realiy appreciate 
the 1nfamies that have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron argumenis thas 
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EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs, Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslayed woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


Tho first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendeney of. Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
cunpter Mrs. Gage claims thatto the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
fir.t conception of inherent rights 

Chapter 1I deals with the theological dogmas, of o iginal sin ard celibney. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was lioked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as sinv,s; women driven to suicide; the influence cf the «hureh was unfavorable to virtue, The 
eslibaey of the clergy produced « egrading tpn h nnd woman wits the victim of these brutes. 

, Chapter ILE is on The Canon Law, showing how tho charch controled woman by making the 
legitimue of warriage depend upon its own control of the earemony, Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christi n barbarism, the e ergy became a distinct body—awt onec, a holy " and an unholy 
caste. Learn ng w s prohibited to women, husbanos prohib ted fom Iouvinig th m more than one- 
third of their property; daughters cou'd be disinherited, sons coud not. Tho Reformation etfeeted 
no change. 

. „Chapter IV —Ma quet e—is n) Feudal sm and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual," the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christinan 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debancheries, governmental erin e-makers, ete. 

Chapter V—Whitcheraft. In the days. f this phase of religious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of eve : a little learning wa < suflicient canse to suspect a woman of witeheraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid wiro the celer; y not to suffer © witeh t» liv. This persecution for 
witeheraft was n coutinnauce of the eluret's policy for obtaining un versal dominion over mankind, 
Women physicians of the Middle Aves were persecuted, and the " Pilgrim Mathers” continued it in 
America. The first synod co .vened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whippet fo- not agreeing with the clergy. 

The chapter on“ Wives” shows how the disrmption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights cf woman—t, at the sale of daughters was praetieed in Morland 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were nob permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admittod as witnesses— 
that civil mar iage as ^pposed b, the church. s 3 

In Chapter VII is +howa how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that (he first 
synod of the Keformatio * convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other ™ prin- 
^ipal reformers” favored it, as we l as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. 

In the tast three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference with her * curse,’ of woman's degradation by the church to 
inbors unfit for slaves, of woman's “inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 

The work is & burning protest ngainst the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
woman's cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 


will do. 


In cloth, $2; in Aalf-leather binding, $8. Address THE TRUTH SEEK"- 
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Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
trines of Christianity. As a book of reference and nid 
: 7 to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

f of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Paine's "Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Curistisnity and ME Urdu Um 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yat 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
sll in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went, 
A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time, 


Single copy, 25 cents, Five copies for $1, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Gems of Phought. 


Wuar we need above all is peace and a 
close attention to the terrible social prob- 
lems which beset us.— Lord Salisbury, 


Ir is certainly true as a historical fact 
that the rational treatment of insane per- 
sons, and the rational view of certain kinds 
of crime, were due to men like Pinel, 
trained in the Materialistic school of the 
eighteenth century. And it was clearly 
impossible that the great and humane re- 
forms in this field could hav taken place 
before the decisiv decay of theology.— 
John Morley. 


Reason and experience show that no 


.evil ean be changed or diminished by 


applying to it a remedy similar to itself. 
Evil cannot be cured by evil. If you want 
to teach men not to be brutal, then you 
must not set an example of brutality in 
your law courts. Besides you yourselvs 
are largely responsible for the crime, be- 
eause so many crimes spring from want, 
misery, aud ignorance, — 4nnie Besant. 


Ir it is & function of beneficence to 
mitigate, so far as consists with other 
ends, the injustices of nature, then the 
lowly-endowed should not hav those 
injustices of nature from which they 
suffer made harder to bear by the need- 
lessly harsh treatment of men.  Neg- 
ativ beneficence requires that such blame 
as their failures call for shall be sparing in 
amount and gentle in kind,—Herbert 
Spencer. 


Tur Bible states that God began his 
creation less than six thousand years ago. 


- Now Darwin speaks of the known history 


of the world alone as ‘ʻofa length quite 
incomprehensible by us," yet even that, 
he says, **will hereafter be recognized as 
a mere fragment of time." Even man is at 
least fifty times as old as the Bible allows. 
Professor Draper says that ‘‘it is difficult to 
assign a shorter date for the last glaciation 
of Europe than a quarter of a million 
years, and human existence antedates 
that."—George W. Foote. 


O raat the free would stamp the impious 
name 
Of God into the dust, or write it there 
So that this blot upon the page of fame 
Were as the serpent's path, which the 
light air : ; 
Erases, and the flat sands close behind! 
Ye the oracle hav heard: 
Lift the victory-flashing sword, 
And cut the snaky knots of this foul 
gordian word, 
Which, weak itself as stnbble, yet can 
bind 
Into a mass irrefragably firm 
The axes and the rods which awe mankind. 
— Shelley. 


Tux preachers to the contrary notwith- 
standing, the trouble is not so much with 
men’s hearts as with men’s heads. Selfish 
as the world is, there is not so much self- 
ishness a8 ignorance. For generations 
men hav been exhorted to righteousness 
by priest and prophet and in the name of 
righteousness hav wrought every evil 
under the sun. The cry, the unanswered 
ory, that is arising in the market place to- 
day is not the cry of the prophet to people, 
“O people, do righteousness.” but the cry 
of people to prophet, **O prophet, what is 
righteousness?” This unanswered cry it 
is for us, in so far, to answer, because for 
us it has been answered.— Marshall E, 
Smith, in Conservator. 


Turotnoey of the old stamp, so far from 
encouraging us to love nature, teaches us 
that itis under a curse. It teaches us to 
look upon the animal creation with shud- 
dering disgust; upon the whole race of 
man outside our narrow sect as delivered 
over to the devil, and upon the laws of 
nature at large as a temporary mechanism, 
in which we hav been caught, but from 
which we are to expect a joyful deliverance. 
It is science, not theology, which has 
changed all this; itis the Atheists, Infidels, 
and Rationalists, as they are kindly called, 
who hav taught us to take fresh interest in 
our poor fellow denizens of the world, aud 
not to despise them because almighty 
benevolence could not be expected to ad- 
mit them to heaven,—Leslie Stephen. 


Tur real democrat disdains interferences 
and interruptions, He approaches laws 
direct, not by intercession. Priests in 
pulpits and professors in universities may 


: become obstructions to the vision. I 


would look the gods face to face, not by 
sufferance of classes who claim a special 
right to carry my message and swear to 
my credentials. He recommends himself 
who shows most insight, The mariner 
who drops a line deepest in the sea, the 
telescopic vision that farthest pierces 
space, the rapid intuition that most subtly 
and infallibly fathoms the mystery of 
being, holds in fee the authority of my 
credit, But formal knowledge piled 
heaven-high, and books of learned men, 
and merely verbal paraphernalia encyelo- 
pedic in its range, may hav no exchange 
relations with good sense and spiritual 
insight.— Horace L. Zraubel. 
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RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience. or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, 
What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity.the Giver of Strength 


Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety. and 
Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth. 22s 
Conduct; or Right Doing ife, Avarice, Not & Means to Life's 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? est End, M 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life's Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, . 
Fortitude a Noble Possession, Self- spect . . Reasonand Free Inquiry. 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolis de and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
ls the Use of Tobacco Danger- Ce, : À Free Press, 

ous ? Kx Anger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, 
Onltivation of Individuality, The Angel of Forgiveness Rights of Children, . 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty, Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, of Man. . 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 
Valne of a Trade, cess, Politeness. The Gentleman 
Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 


Games of Chances, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, . 

Truth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, E 

Whatis au Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power of Wi 


" Wisdom. 
Fraud a Crime. Courage, a Necessity to Right j 
‘The Poison of Slander, Living 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 


As with the physteal, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet Atful and partial, ts beginning to 
Spread amongst men, that here, also, there t3 an indtssoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
tnexorable destiny, a law whiten alterech not.—i -roert Spencer. 

Living is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; tn fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 


Right Living " is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
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AN ATTEMPÍ TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectnal, Moral, and Social 
l Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasnre is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


` CONTENTS: ‘ 

Boor I.--Pueasure: Chap. I. -Sources of. Pleasure. "ur IL—Material Pleasures. Chap. III.— 
{deal Pleasure:. Ohap IV —Social Pleasures. pss V.—Pleasures of the Savage, the 
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Sovereignty. Ohap. 
Social Disorder. 
Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have been rendered by 


men who arein every way qualified as judges ot books; 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with 
out mu h thought whether the ice is thin oc not. [taniw rs the greatest question— What is the 
us , object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cau e and motive of progress? 
—by ons word, Pleasure !— Thaddeus B. Wakeman, . 

He sharply attacks, alio, modern methous of edu^ation, and.in this he is most abundantly 
borne out oy the facts, anu his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious andsuggestive one.—New York Commerotat, Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to till up with sords for lask of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can re«d this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. Itis a work of common-sense Socialism. ‘The 
chapter on publio schools ought to be put into a tract aud sent to every teacher in the iand. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide read'ng, not only for its literary style, which is clear an 1 incisive, but for 
ite bold, honest sayings.—L. K. Washburn: 

After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 


Investigator and the gallant President of the Oanadian Seoular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on exóel- 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 
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An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the ation 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, Abraham’s ERE. and 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Christ's coming, the princi- 
pal characters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. Itis made plain that the 
poculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
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tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 

The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 


with & survey of Mediæval Education. By 
R.S Laurie, L.L.D. 75 centa. ` 

The Dawn of History: An Introduction to Pre- 
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The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
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C. Hecner, M.D. Two b3o;s in one volume. 
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S.E.. F.L 8., with 35 Illustratio s. $1. 

Illusions: A Psychoicgical Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 
Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. 
By Mary Wollst .necraft. $1. 

The Genesis of Science and the Factors of Or- 
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Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R,S. 95 cents. 
€ urrent Discussion in Science, and Scientific Mr 


pect of some Familiar ''hngs. By W 
Williams, F.O.S. ‘Two books 1n ore volume. 
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Charles Darwin; His Lite and Work. By Grant 
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Upon the Origin of Alpine and Italian Lakes; 
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by Sir A. C. Ramsay. F- R.S. president ot the 
Geological Society. John Ball, M.R.I.A., F. 
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JYot for Parsons. 


Jimmy: Say, Sam; I guess I can tell how 


it was Balaam’s as: spoke to him just that. 
one day. Sam: How did you catch on to | 
it? Jimmy: Ob, that angel standing there, : 
` that Balaam didn't see at first, was a pretty : 


good ventriloquist!~Puck. 


Farenp: Your husband seems ill. The 
Minister's Wife: He is overworked, but he: 
Three nights last week | 


will take no reat. — 
he insisted on. going to see those hateful 


living pictures-in order to more effectivly: 


denounce them from the pulpit. — Puck. 


A Frew days ago I attended a school ex-: 
amination. - Here is an item for.your '* Not. 
for Parsons" column: Teacher : What are: 


nouns? Pupil: Nouns are names for per- 
sons, things, and abstract ideas. 'T.: Giv 
me an example. P.: Pedro, table, and 
(after hesitation) saint. 'T.: What means 
Pedro? P.: The name of a person. T.: 
What means table? P.: The name of & 
certain thing or object. 'T.; What means 
saint? .P. (after some moments’ reflec- 
tion): A thing that does not exist. The boy 
could not explain better for smiles and 
laughter all around.— Martin Stecker. 


Rzsponpine to a toast at the Bristol 
Press Fund dinner on Saturday night, Rev. 
A N. Blatchford said he could not help 


telling a Devonshire story illustrating the’ 
modern desire for short sermons. A coun-: 
try yiear, he-said, once went to fill the pul-: 


pit of a colleague ‘who ‘was temporarily 
absent. from home. 


discourse by the opinion of that very fair 
index of :public feeling, the parish clerk. 


** Well, Rogers,” he said, “did you like | 
r “I did," was the reply.: 
‘*T hope.I wasn't too long ?” he anxiously’ 


my sermon ?” 


inquired. ‘‘No, you wasn’t too long about 
jt," rejoined Rogers. 
the vicar, ‘‘I hope I wasn't too short." 
“No,” answered Rogers, ‘‘nor yet too 


short, neither. . You was just about right."*: 


The vicar felt relieved, and said: ‘I am 
glad of that; because, to tell you the truth, 
while I was writing that sermon my little 
dog got hold of four of the folios and de- 
stroyed them, and I was afraid it would be 
too short" Rogers looked very thought- 
ful for a moment, and then very confiden- 
tially remarked: **Lor'! now; did he? I 
suppose you wouldn't mind lettin’ our 
vicar ome 'ere 'ave a pup ’o your dog ?"— 
Toronto Empire; >=. c. $ 
THE LATEST DEOALOG. 

The following appears in ‘‘ Selections 
from.the Poems of Arthur Hugh Clough”’ 
[Maemillan's], the latest addition to the 
Golden Treasury Series : 


1 Thou shalt hav one God only! Who 
Would be at the expense of two? 

2 No graven images may be 
, Worshiped—except the currency. 


8 Swear not at all; for by thy curse 
Thine enemy is none the worse. 
4 Fail not on Sunday to attend 
The kirk—'twill keep the world thy 
friend.. : : ; 
5 Honor thy parents—that is, ali 
From whom advancement may befall. 
6 Thou shalt not kill—but need’st not 
strive '. f 
Officiously to keep alive. 
7 Do not adultery commit ; 
Much trouble often.comes from it. 
8 Thou shalt not steal—an empty feat, 
When it’s 80 lucrativ to cheat, 
: 9 Bear not false witness ; let the lie 
Hav time on its own wings to fly. 
10 Thou shalt not covet—but tradition 
Approves all forms of competition. 
o —NSecular Thought. 


I ovusT not that you and your readers 
will be pleased to learn of two amusing in- 
eidents that occurred in our vicinity. The 
Rev. Mr. Mott, & local preacher, gave his 
congregation an interesting account of an 
adventure, of which he was the hero, while 
on his way to church that morning, and 
which may best be told in his own words: 
“As:I was coming to church this morn- 
ing ah, I met a young man carrying a 
violin ah ; I told that young man to turn 
from the error of his ways ah, to drop that 
bundle of sin ah, and enter into the house 
of the Lord ah, and what do you think he 
said to me ah?: What do you think he 
said to your humble servantah? Why, he 
said, ‘Blank, blank you, go to h— sh.’”’ 
The other incident that I hav to relate is 
that the name of a very pious member of 
the fold in a neighboring village, by some 
unaccountable means, reached your office, 
and asa result a sample copy of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER found its way to his residence. 
He is not accustomed to receiving very 
much mail, and there was some speculation 
before the wrapper was broken, which was 
done with great care, and in due time the 
full wickedness of the paper was discov- 
ered, whereupon, with all proper indigna- 
tion, it was consigned to the flames, with 
the remark that ''I'll show 'em how to 
oast their pearls before swine, blast ’em !" 
—Chas. O. Hays. . 


After the service he: 
thought he would gauge the effect of his. 


** Well, then," said. 
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It will Cure. 


The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 84 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21618 


FAC-SIMILE OF 
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ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up._Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street, New York. 52019 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMEN'T 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made ina case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
oounded op. every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
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LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
3y J. Q. HOLYOAKE. Price, 5 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonaz J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
he Darwinism ot Darwin, and intended vo be of 
ervice to the general reader rather than to pro- 
‘exsed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
ateresting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 

"esides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
ific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
is conclusion regara: ng the great subject of 
design, to which the church so often refers: 

v fus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
ion or to those of beanty, everywhere through- 
ut organic nature we meet with abundant 

ridence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
'e meet with any independent evidence of 

ipernatural design. |. _Adaptation and 
e&nty are alike receiving their explanation at 

16 hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 

li nature has thus been transformed before the 

iew of the present generationin & manner and 

: an extent that has never before been possible; 
nd inasmuch as the change which has taken 
lace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
«m, and this to the extent of rendering the 

mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
OT Saated. Price, cloth, $2 
lustrate: , 
Address, THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 
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J. D. Shaw's Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
oping oleh chepe Tnte (rA ving book of 
À e Bible is a 
TRE ie end correct in all its utterances. 
ice, 25 cents. AM 
Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
ibli t man’s “ creation, 
gems biblical story o! denominated “ the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. A 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible. involving, questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 

tion of the assumption that he was & divine 

erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and x» EE E 

: T is 
dc Lafayette place, New York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


AND 


Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND 
The Assemblage. 


What they are: 
1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 


and other occupants standing, showing Colo- 
net Ingersoll, President Rowley, 8. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 


Colonel Ingersoll Causes a Smile, 


. President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. 


Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem. 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. 


4. 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 80th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottoes. No other pioture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Hocheile, on May 3vth, and are historically. patri- 
otically, and artistically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera's who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Mis» Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photograph: are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
18 seventy-five cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


— aee G-6-— 
CHRIST «= 
—2oce— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


WAS 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


. Preface by R, 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among blnff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to_be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
bo worth the'stsontion of the rest of the world. 

rice, 25 cents. e83 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


ACCOUNT OF I 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 60 centa; cloth, 75 cents. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.— $8. Bi 
. Frice. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891..................... 80 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 


dener,......... 50 
The Age of Reason. 

trated........ Drei eid rer er ee 25 
Answers to Christían Questions. D. M. Ben- bk 

n MERERI EREREM 
Ohristian Absurdities. t 90 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire 10 
TheCrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breaking. 25 
Travels in, Fait 

son. Robert C. Adams .............. ee 25 
Strike of a Sex. . George N. Miller..,......... 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- = 

NAW ei clezcse ee enii ea nee Mee SOR kee! 9 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 

ligion. T. E. Longshore......... . 50 

SSUES OF 1892.— $8. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
Rights gt Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- ió 
BO RRR EEE T Of 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

pit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen Gar- 5 
OlOP-.ecre rer qi4qisverRe iiir res 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk. s 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire..................- 25 
Why Dont God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 
COCK MOT Vise S eed 15 
Liberty In Literature. . Testimonial to 
itman, with Funeral Address. . 
By Ool. Robert Q. Ingersoll............. 95 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
TOTON iiri essa hee eezpoe sae Sande to a 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
C PRNPONEMRCE sanai INASA, 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged..............,... s. 30 

False Claims of the Church. John KE. 
Bonmsbutg. iiis uisi ota eer yo kn da reen 10 

Issugs or 1898.—$8. 

Thomas_ Paine "indicated. Col. Robert 
G.Ingersoll,............... ecce perenne 15 

The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
Dold site's coe ah renda 50 

States. 

. E, Billings .............. siederced “28 
Resurrection of Jesus................ esses 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.B. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Curse; teligion a Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. S. P. Putnam............. 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
TRE TRoTH SEEKER................ ees, AB 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 
John E. Homebuy SO Eg peE daria 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Ius- 
trated. P. Putnam............,...... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paino........ ERE 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and t'rogress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
siete 60 
ae 10 
Bible Inquirer. A.Jacobaon ............... 96 
Sister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent..........ccccseeseceees 10 
Woman: tonr centuries of Progress. Susan 
. XOn....... AEO TEOT TTS 10 
Issuns or 1804.— $3. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo, E. Macdonald — 10 
Helf-Oontradiction« of the Bible. W. H. Burr — 15 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to snbscribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which pear is desired. 

Single numbers so:d at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayotte Place, New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these MWanufactu- 
: rer?/s Prices, 

REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen's Size. 

, Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jewels, $6.50; 15 jewels, #8; 15 jewels. fully ad- 
justed, %10; 17 jewels, adjusted, $14. In 8 ounce 
coin silver case, $10, $1160, % 3. $15, 5019. In 4 
ounce, 81 extra. In 14 kt gold filled, open face, 
21 year case, $14, $15.50, 817, #19. $23. unting 
case, $3 extra. In 10 kt., 16 year case, either 

kind, $8 less. 
Ladies! Size. 

Pricer: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
cases, 7 jewels, $18; 11 jewels. $14.50; 15 jewels, 
$19. In 14 kt., solid goia, hunting casos, $93. 
1824.t0, $29. 

THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchable) hair spring, beautitul, double sunk, 
paneied dial, nickel, gola dumascened finish, ad- 
justed to heat and cold and positions. Lates 
improvements and guaranteed & perfect time 
keeper. 

Gentiemen’s Size. 

Prices: In 3 ounce silverine case, $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $275; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 19 kt.,1b year cases, $8 


less. . 
Ladtes'! Stze. 


Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $80, 
In nf kt. solid gold, hunting cases, #40. 

Ali gold and filled oaser made bv best manufac- 
turers as Boss, Dueber, Fany, and Ladd, in plain 
engine turned, or artistically engraved. 

Goods shipped by express, charges prepaid. 

SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JPWBLER. 
Send for price-lists ROCHELLE, ILL. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOB 
NS aum | 


Mten cents, sealed 1n a plain envelope. 

giving causes and symptoms oftheocm- 

3 3 plaints, and a description of the Doctor" 
mportant medical discovery—an Onte 

wnrd Application -a positive cure—the only rem- 
edy of the kind tn existence—with evidences of suo 
vera, Address. — pg. R. p, FELLOWS. 
Sav where you saw this edv  Vineilnnd, N J 


EW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Lee pio of the ian 
will give me their pat « nage and not waste their 
time and money on Obrietian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 
lows. 
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Then King Darius wrote unto all people, 1 ations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied 


unto you.—Dan. vi, 25. 


Jf ews of the (Deck. 


Boston will soon hav a system of elevated 
street railroads. 


Wyomina Republicans hav nominated W. 
A. Richards for governor and declared for 
free silver and protection. 


Levi P. Morron, ex-vice-president, is 
being boomed for Republican governor of 
New York. He seems to be willing. 


Josera BYRNES, a non-union engineer, 
was shot and killed by some unknown per- 
son at Danville Junction, Ill., July 28th. 


Ipano Populists hav nominated K. J. 
W. Ballentine for governor. They declare 
against fusion, and favor woman suffrage. 


A STRIKE was ordered last week among 
men employed on New York city’s new 
school buildings. About 400 out of 1,800 
men stopped work. 


Tux American yacht Vigilant beat the 
Prince of Wales’s cutter in the Solent race 
last Saturday, and around the Isle of 
Wight on Monday. 


Tas New York Constitutional Conven- : 
tion will doubtless reject. the proposed , 
Woman Suffrage amendment, as well as all ' 
other important measures. 


Tux Western corn crop has been badly 
damaged by hot winds, but late advices 
say that the injury has been greatly ex- 
aggerated by press reports. 


RzxPusLi10AN and Populist fusionists in 
Tennessee were beaten in the state elec- 
. tion. The American Protectiv Association 
(anti-Catholic) greatly influenced .the re- 
sult. 


Groreia's state convention of Democrats 
was held at Atlante, August 2d. ‘The plat- 
form adopted contains a silver plank which 
does not indorse President Cleveland’s 
policy. 


Tux Senate has passed the last of the ap- 
propriation bills—the General Deficiency 
bill—which will now go to the conference 
for adjustment of differences between the 
two houses. 


In Monday's elections, W. C. Oates, 
Democrat, was chosen governor of Ala- 
bamaover Reuben F. Kolb, Populist-fusion 
candidate, Oates is at present a member 
of Congress. 


Gen. J. B. Weaver, Populist candidate 
for Congress from the Ninth Iowa district, 
has resigned his place on the Farmer's 
Tribune, Des Moines, of which he was 
editor-in-chief. 


QuorGE Inness, the eminent American 
landscape artist, died last week in Scot- 
land, where he was traveling for his health. 
He was a resident of Montclair, N. J., and 
his body will be brought home for burial. 


Tue electric motor company of Jersey 
City, N. J., bas issued an order that motor- 
men must pay for all damage done to their 
cars, ‘‘no matter under what circumstances 
the damage occurs.” The employees nat- 
urally protest. 


Japan has declared war with China and 
has won severa! important naval victories. 
It is doubted that she can maintain her 
prestige on land against the Chinese hordes. 
The trouble arose from disputed supremacy 
in the island of Corea. 


Senator Hinn of New York has pre- 
sented an anti-Anarchist bill. It provides 
for immigration inspectors to be located at 
foreign ports, with power to keep undesir- 
able persons from embarking for this 
country. It has passed the Senate. 


Tux committee appointed to investigate 
charges of bribery against members of the 
United States ‘Senate, has reported that 
said charges are unproved. A minority 
report claims that the sugar schedule of the 
tariff bill was nevertheless dictated by the 
sugar trust. 


Norra Carona Populists hav chosen 
their candidates from among the nominees 
of the Republicans and Democrats. The 


: platform denounces the old parties, and 


demands the issue of greenbacks and the 
free coinage of silver, but omits the sub- 
treasury bill. 


BniaANDS are terrorizing the vicinity of 
Cripple Creek, Col. They are mounted on 
stolen horses, and make raids, seizing 
cattle, poultry, and horses. The maraud- 
ers are said to be recruited from the ranks 
of coal mine strikers. A vigilance commit- 
tee has been organized. 


` Eprror TEUFEL of the Socialist paper, 
Volkstimme, of Mannheim, Germany, and 
his printer hav been arrested on a charge 
of high treason, in having printed, August 
3d, the republican manifesto of 1848. The 
printer, Dreesbach, was formerly a mem- 
ber of the Reichstag. 


Fire in the grand stand stopped the 
Chicago-Cincinnati ball game at Chicago 
last Sunday. Many persons were injured 
by contact with the barbed-wire screen, 
but there were no fatalities. Damage to 
club property amounts to $15,000. A cigar 
stump started the blaze. 


Crrizens of Defiance, O., celebrated this 
week the centennial of Mad Anthony 
Wayne’s victory over the Indians and 
British at the junction of the Miami, 
Maumee, and Anglaize rivers. Governor 
McKinley and other distinguished guests 
wore present, with 50,000 people. 


Non-vnion railroad men at Brazil, Ind., 
were mauled and robbed last week. 
Union men deny complicity in the out- 
rage. As a result of the trouble, the 
mayor ordered the police to arrest every 
man or woman who calls another a scab, 
A popular uprising will support the mayor, 


Lumser piles containing 25,000,000 feet 
of lumber, situated on the west bank of the 
river within a quarter mile of the center of 
Minneapolis, Minn., were destroyed by 
fire last week, causing a loss of fully 
$300,000. Railroad round houses and cars, 
together with the Pintsch gas plant, were 
also burnt. . 


ATA meeting of the General Strike Com- 
mittee of the American Railway Union, 
held at Uhlich's hall, Chicago, August 5th, 


it was decided to declare the great strike . 


off in that city. This does not include the 


' Chicago and Eastern Illinois, nor the Santa 
Fé, where the men hav voted to continue. 
,the strike to settle local grievances and 


where they think they hav a fair show of 
winning. 

Sanro CASERIO, the murderer of Presi- 
dent Carnot of France, was found guilty 
and sentenced to suffer death at the guillo- 
tin. There was practically no defense and 
the jury was. out but thirteen minutes. 
Caserio denied tbat he acted as the agent 
of any association of Anarchists, and 
claimed that all members of such orders 
worked independently. He received his 
sentence with tokens of defiance. 


Dr. E. B. Foorz, SR., who on July 4th 
was nominated at Yonkers, N. Y., as the 
candidate of the People’s party for Con- 
gressman from the Sixteenth district, has 
accepted the nomination. In his letter of 
acceptance he expresses his sympathy with 
organized labor, and says the only door- 
way of relief for the laborer, producer, 
artisan, tradesman, working capitalist, and 
true Jeffersonian Democrat, is the ballot 
box, Whatever political party Dr. Foote 
may be affiliated with, his sincerity and 
motivs cannot be questioned. 


Tur most dangerous counterfeit of 
United States money discovered for years 
is announced from the Treasury Depart- 
ment. Because it is so difficult of detec- 
tion from the genuin note, and in order to 
put the public on its guard, the counterfeit 
is described in minute detail by the Secret 
Service. Itis of the ten-dollar legal-ten- 
der note, series of 1880, check letter B, 
face plate No. 2,250, back plate No. 2,292, 
signed by W. 38. Rosecrans, Register; 
James W. Hyatt, Treasurer, and bearin, 
a paral of Webster and a large roun 
seal. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 

to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. | , 

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance. 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1 


Fiysical Education 3 or, The Health-Laws 

of Nature. Cloth, $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Oloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 

: the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 


trated by H. Faber. Oloth, $2. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayptte Place, New York. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. Tl- 
lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper,10cents. - 
AH in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
izmo, 800 pP., $1. 


Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 Pp., $1.25. f 
The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 

trated covers; 4to, 224 PP., boards, $1. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


84 pages. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, | 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


s THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth. 81: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
|. DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise. cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


Price, cloth $1. | Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 
A Ca Woman The Lady of th 
lendid Jud, & Woman e Lady o e 
She Bader Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery—The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Camypbell's 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. - 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


3 CONTENTS: 

Pieface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the City's AE PONI Irre- 
sponsible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in its Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg-. 

acy—Common - 
ense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and , 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


-A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
** A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price, 25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib: ral who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated.” In fact we know one man who worked 
at it but & few hours weekly and sod nearly 
fifty copies in a month. The price is low; every- 
body knows the Old Testament stories, and 
nearly everybody would like a book applying 
nineteenth-century wit and knowledge to them. 
People lixe to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
Testament tales has 'argely disappeared and 
okes at the expensa of Jonah and Joseph and 
sau and Samson and D vid, and the other wor- 
thies of npsavory reputation, are keenly appre: 
ciated. It seems to us that the book will sell at 
sigt. It does herein the store. Liberals out of 
employment will find this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. 
Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Address 
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ONE RESULT OF OUR CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION. 


IVILIZATION. 


LÀ o 


S SSE EEE 
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A eondition which confronts thousands of honest working girls—starvation or shame! 


A Missionary Scheme. 

Tux TaurH Szexer has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “ Church Property ” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 
hav also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
more thousands of Trurm Szrxers hav been scat- 
tered broadcast over the land. a 

With the advent of hot weather the political 
bodies will soon adjourn, but the people of the 
country will remain in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
and we want to devote a little attention to them. 

. Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
' tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been * answered " and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 


hay given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one.. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started THz 
True Sxxxrn, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became & Liberal. Previously he 


was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 


the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 

If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few  Freeihinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the fund 


and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
to acatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


At Washington, Indiana, an impromptu dance 
was in progress not far from the house of the Meth- 
odist minister, Rev. Mr. Grayville. Suddenly the 
preacher appeared among the dancers and ordered -~ 
them to disperse. As he was not obeyed, he over- 
turned the violinist and put out the lights. Taken 
before a justice of the peace, he was fined. Deny- 
ing the authority of'the justice, he soon found him- 
self within the walls of a jail. If he considered 
the dancing wicked, he should at least hav remem- 
bered that that was only his private opinion, which 
he had no right in law or equity to force upon his 
neighbors. If, however, the music and hilarity 
disturbed his quiet, he should have remembered 
that hundreds of people are disturbed every Sunday 
by church bells, but they do not rush into the 
churches and throw out the sextons. Then people 
living in houses situated near churches are often 
seriously annoyed by noisy religious services, Sun- 
days and evenings. And, finally, he had a remedy l 
at law if the ball was really a nuisance. He seems 
to be an “ Anarchist” as well as a bigot. 
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the Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. -, 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

Tt will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. . 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 
Movement. E CE 

It will show what Freethought is in itself an 
hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


d how manifold are its influences, and with what 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 

Nothing Can be More Interesting, ; 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the.van for. Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 

NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 


a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 


from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. l 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 
THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organiżed Movement, especially in America 
nd should be justly understood 


and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, a 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. _ 


The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Woman's Emancipation. 


Philosophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. 
Bruno. Copernicus. thies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta." | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. ‘Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. - 
Locke. Da Vinci. j| Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips, Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs, Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. -Margaret Fuller.  . 
Comte. Tyndall. -| Holyoake. . Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine, | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. Huxley Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill, _ Warren. . | Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. row gio 
The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 
It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. . 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of - 
George E. Macdonald, Oapt. R. O. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 


L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs, Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Oook, 

E. H. Hey wood, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 


Elizur Wright, Oharles Watts, Frankliu Steiner, Otto Wettstein, 

T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, . J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge O. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
shouid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. i 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. i l 
r. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. | 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages or Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Tt will be elegantly bound. It will be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 


can afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT . 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. i 

We need more subscribers to Tux 
Teura Szrxrs, and every Freethinker 
needs * Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. ‘This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, _ 

And further, to aid our friends in 


getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 


To the New Subscribers as a 
Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of © 


Old Testament Stories., 


Comically Illustrated 

By WATSON HESTON, . 

THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, S. BELL’S : 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there oughi to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W, S, Bell’s 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
by post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tur ‘nuts SEEKER 
one year and a dollar bock for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $12 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


_ We want to extend our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
bookisissued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book ts printed. 
will have their names en- 
rolled, in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 


Imm 
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FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAODONALD, Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - -: = AUGUST 18, 1894. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 

Single subscription, in advance...................e eee 00s... 83 00 

One subscription two Years, in AGVANCB........c0cccee ences esee 5 00 


Two new SUbDSCTIDOLS............c0ce ees eeeee esee sent 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 5.00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


PRNOO chive b asciecc esis orusbersuVaossrecesecdsososuioEsrrobee 7 90 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
[0 RM E EE 50 
. One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
[n NUR CL) 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafts, checks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is nota regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS 


To induce new subscriptions and promy. .enew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


. For $6.50 we will send Taz Teura Szzxzr one 

year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 

For $5 we will send Tur Teruras Szzxer one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tur Truta SEEKER uoe 
year ($3) and * The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tux Trut Szzxer one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's * Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
Itis a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tas TRUTH SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tar Truta SEEKER one year 
($3) and * The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Bock” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru Szexer one year 
($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cioth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Taurum SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


The truth is, all that the common school should 


Secular and Religious Education. 

The Independent of August 2d has a symposium 
on education. Two of the contributors deal with 
the question of religious instruction in the common 
schools. Prof. Edgar W. Work of the University 
of Wooster, Ohio, writes about “Education With- 
out God,” and the Rt. Rev. William Croswell Doane, 
D.D., LL.D, bishop of Albany, tells wherein: he 
agrees with and opposes the Catholics. 

Professor Work thinks that the drift of the time 


toward secular education “is no chance current, 


seeking whither it may go. There is an under- 
current bearing it on, which is perfectly conscious 
of itself, which knows whither it wishes to go, and 
is bent on making the way.” After animadverting 
upon the theory of education held by Rousseau, 
and the ideas of German radicals and English and 
American Transcendentalists, Professor Work con- 
tinues: 

“ Again, these theories mark a wide departure from 
the long-accepted definition of the purpose of education. 
The end of education is complete life. We hav the exact 
phrase, ‘to prepare us for complete living,’ from 
Herbert Spencer. Probably no one would desire to 
amend this definition. But now we are asked to sub- 
scribe to the doctrin that the preparation for complete 
living may wisely and safely omit, until the period of 
childhood is past at least, all reference to the Theistic 
beliefs and hopes of our common humanity and may 
satisfy the natural questionings of the child mind by the 
most indefinit, unsatisfying statements, such as the com- 
mon experience of any thoughtful parent would repudi- 
ate, because he has found how constantly such answers 
are repudiated by the child. If we find little comfort in 
the scholastic extreme of Romanism which would 
wholly theologize the child life, there is none at all in 
this other extreme which has the cold hand of the 
naturalist upon it, and the chill of materialism about it.” 


The fundamental error in this reasoning is that 
it utterly ignores the fact that those who oppose 
religious instruction in the common schools hav no 
desire to interfere with parental freedom ; rather, 
that is the very liberty for which they are contend- 
ing. They wish to be left entirely free to giv their 
own children such information concerning religious 
theories and systems as they believe to be true and 
beneficial, and to leave to all other parents the re- 
ligious education of their own offspring. This is 
the secular theory which Professor Work clearly 
perceives is at the bottom of all agitation against 
religious training in the public schools. While it 
is true that the end of education is “to prepare us 
for complete living,” as Herbert Spencer aptly 
phrases it, it is equally true that no one would more 
quickly resent the deduction that the public school 
is capable of giving us this complete preparation 
than would Mr. Spencer himself. For instance, let 
us take the phrase which Professor Work has 
quoted and read it in connection with its context. 
Here it is: d 

«In what way to treat the body ; in what way to 
treat the mind ; in what way to manage our affairs ; 
in what way to bring up a family; in what way to 
behave as a citizen; in what way to utilize those 
sources of happiness which nature supplies—how 
to use all our faculties to the greatest advantage of 
ourselvs and others—how to liv completely! And 
this being the great thing needful for us to learn, 
ia, by consequence, the great thing which education 
has to teach. To prepare us for complete living is 
the function which education has to discharge.” 

This is that complete preparation for the battle 
of life which education is to giv us, and it is itself 
part of the battle of life. How preposterous to 
say or to intimate that Herbert Spencer supposes 
all this to be acquired in the few years which the 
child spends in the primary school, where he re- 
mains not more than the fourth part of each day! 


attempt is instruction in those rudimentary branches ' 
which lie at the base of all other education, and 
which include respect for the equal rights of all. 
It cannot properly be an institute of theology. 
There is no agreement among the patrons of the 
schools concerning religious dogmas. Hence none 
can be taught therein without infringing the equal 
rights of some parents. Union of church and 
state is always unwise and dangerous, and religious 
teaching in the public schools constitutes union of 
church and state. No majority is justified, under 
the law of equal freedom, in compelling the chil- 
dren of any minority to receive instruction in relig- 
ious doctrins to which the parents or guardians 
object. 

There are a thousand things which parents may 
wish to teach their children that cannot be, except 
through gross injustice, included in the course of 
study of the public schools. The instruction and 
practice which will fit each youth for a special 
career must be found elsewhere. And most and 
the best part of his or her moral training will be 
received in other places that the publie school, al- 
though no inconsiderable instruction of this kind 
can be given there, both directly and indirectly, and 
without the inculcation of dogma. That this can | 
be and is done on a large scale is shown by the ex- 
perience of France. The reader's attention is in- 
vited to the article, * Moral Education in France,” 
that will be found on another page of this issue. 

Bishop Doane is of the opinion that Protestants 
are not wise in retaining the Bible in the common 
schools. Supposing that the Catholic protest is 
made in good faith, he says now, as he said thirty 
years ago, that it should hav been heeded. He 
adds: 

‘Our theory ought to hav been that the reading of a 
few verses of the Bible could neither hurt nor help the 
children. It is folly to call it religious teaching. It is 
hardly true to call it a religious act. If we had, on this 
ground, abandoned the practice, we should hav taken out 
of their mouths, first, the demand-for parochial schools, 
and next, the attempt to support these parochial schools 
with public money. It is not pertinent to discuss the first 
question; but one may say in passing that a far less 
clannish condition of things in this country would be 
brought about if all the children of the state who are to 
be educated free could be educated together. Since then 
the steps hav been absolutely serial and sequent. And 
the excuse which led to the use of parochial schools, with 
the insistence upon their use, led to the claim for money 
from the public school fund to support them. Granted 
that the common education of all American children in 
one great common school system is important, and it fol- 
lows that it must not be destroyed by the attempt to in- 
troduce the teaching of definit religion into them. I claim 
that there is no other way of teaching religion than by 
the teaching of distinct, definit, dogmatic truth. Here 
I agree thoroughly with the Roman Ostholios, But they 
do not like my dogma or believe in my doctrin any more 
than I like or believe in theirs (which is saying a good 
deal. And the only apparent conclusion is, that as there 
is no common dogma, therefore common schools must 
be left without the teaching of religion.” 

This is a very frank admission that the violation 
by Protestants of the basic American principle of 
separation of church and state has led to the pres- 
ent struggle over the school question, and has 
opened the way for Catholic teaching in the public 
schools if ever and wherever they become the domi- 
nant power. The various “ patriotic” orders would 
do well to carefully ponder Bishop Doane’s ad- 
missions and reasoning, with their direct and 
collateral deductions. It would be somewhat un- 
seemly as well as unpatriotic to plunge the coun- 
try into an internecine conflict in order to punish 
a “ foreign church” for resenting the “un-American” ` 
acts of other churches. i 

So far Bishop Doane has been perfectly clear 
and understandable, but now he becomes ambigu- 
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ous, and it is somewhat difficult to tell just what | quired to avow his belief in God before being permitted against J . B. Wise, Clay Center, Kan., who has 
he means. This is his next paragraph: to testify ? None whatever. Of course the North Caro- | been indicted for sending to Rev. H. B. Vennum a 
.  |lina practice is wrong. Every man ought to be Per’) postal card upon which was written a passage from 
* Religious teaching, the teaching of the great princi- | mitted to testify in a court of justice under the pains Bible. Mr. Wise is booked for trial next Oct 
ples of religion; a careful avoidance of the contradictions | of perjury without any reference to his religious belief, the Bible. r. Wise is booked for trial next Octo- 
and denials of much modern thought; the inculcation of | and without any prejudice against him because of his| ber. Make your letters short, clear, and respectful. 
the morality which rests upon the revelation of God; the | faith or lack of faith; but the state of affairs that the| Do not make attacks upon the Bible. State the 
shina er erate sera EAE e neri Tronclad Age hopes to see would be much worse than the | question and stick to the text. Show that if Mr. 
which is inherent in all childhood—these there must be; | evil complained of. The National Reformers would over- | vci... ; : : 5T 
just as in our government, which recognizes no religion, | throw the first amendment to the Constitution in the in- Wise is convicted the Bible en d may be 
the fact of God is recognized and turned to account in se- | terest of what they imagin is Christianity; the Atheists of punished and the Bible shut out of the mails. 
curing the responsibility of those intrusted with govern- | the Zronclad Age school would equally overthrow it in the 
ment. But the non-religious character of the public | interests of the blackest kind of Infidelity, the very mid- 
schools as equally opposed to the irreligious or the ecele- | night of unbelief. There is small difference between the 
siastical idea is of the essence of the system. They can be | intolerance of Atheism and the intolerance of so-called 
maintained in no other way. Hebrew and Roman Catho- | Christianity ; both are utterly destructiv to soul liberty, 
lic, and Catholie and Protestant can all meet here on com- | and both are from the enemy of all righteousness. That 
mon grounds. Once touch the other ground, and there | this is true is evident from the fact that the Zronciad 
is nothing ahead but strife and rivalry and ruin.” Age takes its stand with the enemies of the Constitution 
Does this mean that the dogma of the existence | which declares that ‘ Congress shall make no law concern- 
of a God and the dogma of a soul and the dogma ing an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
that God has made a revelation of a system of 


exercise thereof.’” 
morals should be inculcated in the public schools ? The American Sentinel is perfectly right in its 
If this is not its meaning, what is it? If it does 


criticism of the Ironclad Age. The Sentinels 
mean this, what becomes of the exclusion from the position is absolutely impregnable, and we deeply 
common schools of all dogmas which are not held in regret that any Infidel should hav made such a 
common by all the patrons of the schools?  As- 


rebuke necessary. However pernicious we may 
suredly, Bishop Doane knows that many tax-payers deem any Christian doctrin or method of propa- 
reject one or all of these dogmas. Hav they not 


ganda to be, we must stand firmly for the right to 
equal citizen rights with Catholics, Protestants, 


The “International Sabbath Observance League,” 
a band of impudent meddlers, tried to prevent a 
match game of base-ball at Chicago last Sunday. 
Judge Horton granted an injunction, which’ was 
dissolved later after long argument by counsel. 
This is good, so far as it goes, but an organization 
is needed which will make it its business to meet 
this “International” gang of Sunday road agents 
at every point attacked and show it that it does not 
own the courts nor the free people of the United 
States. ' 


“The missionaries in Africa count the work of one 
woman worth that of twelve men, since women can go 
anywhere, even among the fiercest tribes. Their motivs 
are never questioned, and they are listened to with the 
greatest respeot."— Church at Home and Abroad. . 

Better not Christianize Africa then, for nothing 


is more certain than that women cannot go every- 


differ. That is the very heart and soul of Free- 
and Hebrews? Is there to be a truce between these | thought. And we are surprised that the American 
three chief divisions of the American religious world 
anda combination of their forces in order to foist 
upon the irreligious and non-religious supporters 
and patrons of the public schools the dogmas which 
the supernaturalists hold in common? Is «“ ri- 
valry " to be eliminated so far as the educational 
question is concerned that the common enemy may 
be despoiled of his equal rights in the republic? 

Bishop Doane refers to the oath taken by public 
officials upon their induction into office, to illus- 
trate his contention that our government, “ which 
recognizes no religion,” nevertheless recognizes and 
turns to account the “fact of God,” and therefore 
should (if we interpret him correctly) teach “ the 
great principles of religion " in the common schools. 
But he forgets that, except in a few benighted 
states, the official may, if he prefers, make affirma- 
tion instead of taking the oath. The oath-recogni- 
tion of the “fact of God” is not forced upon the 
dissenter. So Bishop Doane’s illustration proves 
just the opposit of that which he employed it to 
show—the recognition of the “ fact of God ” should 
not be forced in the school upon the child of the 
Agnostic or the Atheist. 

` Our Episcopal friend closes his article with these 
words : 

“ Tt certainly must be noted that the meaning of all 
this is that every Christian church, every Christian 
parent, every faithful Hebrew, must more than ever see 
to it that in the home and in the church and in the syna- 
gog, the child is rooted and grounded in the tenets of his 
faith.” 

We will add that “every Christian church, every 
Christian parent, every faithful Hebrew,” must 
teach in the home, in the church, and in the syna- 
gog, “the great principles of religion” as well 
as “the tenets of his faith,” if they are taught at 
all. They hav no more right in the common 
schools than has the Bible, which Bishop Doane is 
willing to exclude. 


An Atheist, Not Atheists. 

The American Sentinel, the Adventist anti-theo- 
cratic paper of this city, quotes from the Ironclad 
Age, as tollows: 

** At Wilmington, N. ©., one man sued another. As the 
plaintiff arose to testify, objection was made on account of 
his disbelief in a god. After some consideration by the 
judge the man was allowed to testify on condition that he 
declared his belief in a god. To the great surprise of all 
present he did so. But as his non-religious views were 
well known, he prejudiced his case to such an extent that 
no conviction can be had. And such is our boasted re- 
ligious liberty. 

‘Woe trust that the time will come when the cheerful 
dootrin of eternal torture will no longer be bellowed forth 
at camp-meetings and other godly assemblages by insane 
sensational rascals. We trust that the time will come 
when euch work will be interdicted by law.” 

Here are the comments of our Christian con- 
temporary : 

** Tn view of the second paragraph quoted, what right 
has the Zronciad Age to find fault that a witness is re- 


Sentinel should hav based such a sweeping accusa- 
tion of Atheism upon the utterance of one Atheist. 
Neither Atheism nor Freethought logically demands 
or permits the suppression of opposing theories and 
Every Freethinker who knows why he is a 
Freethinker will antagonize the position unfortu- 
nately taken by the Ironclad Age. Many years ago 
the present editor of Tur Trurn Sxrxzz, in com- 
menting upon criticisms made by the father of the 


beliefs. 


present editor of the Ironclad Age against D. M. 


Bennett, asked this question: * Is there no merit— 


no bravery—in fighting for another's right to differ 
from you ?" referring to Mr. Bennett's championship 
of the civil rights of E. H. Heywood, whose social 


theories he did not accept. It is right here that 


the typical Freethinker must part company with the 
typical Christian. The Christian church holds to 
the doctrin of exclusiv salvation, and that doctrin 
has made organized Christianity the persecutor, 
torturer, and executioner of the dissenter. The Free- 
thinker repudiates the doctrin, and he cannot, logic- 
ally, use the instrumentalities which the church has 
employed in the attempt to force universal accept- 
ance of its creed to the end that souls might be 
saved from an eternal hell. Christians like the 
editors of the American Sentinelare out of harmony 
with historical Christianity, for they would leave all 
men free to settle their own accounts with the 
supernatural powers. Freethinkers who advocate 
the suppression by law of revivals are out of har- 
mony with historical Freethought and with the 
genius of Liberalism. 


See the list of “Scientific Books Cheap,” on page 
526, this issue. 


Would it not be well for the Gleaner to name 
the fields from which it gleans? Or does it think 
that it will be permanently benefited by having 
credited to itself the articles which it has taken 


without credit? 
re E MR 


Since last acknowledgment the following named 
Liberals hav become subscribers to “Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought”: Marcus Klein, Mich- 
igan; Charles Lambert, Missouri; Daniel T. Ames, 
New York; P. N. Wiis, Washington. 


There has been introduced in the Constitutionfi 
Convention of this state a proposed amendment 
forbidding idolatry. Is this aimed at the Chinese 
or the Catholics? Or is it intended to make the 
worship of the Dollar a penal offense? Anyway, it 
is just as legitimate to enforce one dogma as an- 
other; we already hav laws to compel the observ- 
ance of a holy day. 


The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will this 
week urge Attorney-General Richard Olney, Wash- 


ington, D. C., and District Attorney W. C. Perry, 


Topeka, Kan., to withdraw or nolle prosse the case 


where in this Christian land without having their 
motivs questioned and being insulted and put in 
jeopardy. What sort of a reception would women 
missionaries from Africa get in many parts of the 
United States, city and country alike? 
MUERE CASU eee eee 

The Scottish Leader giva to the world a curious 
comparison. The report to the Assembly by the 
Commission on the Religious Condition of the 
People embodies some tables of illegitimacy. Dr. 
Cramond, at a meeting of the commission, produced 
a scale in inches showing the comparativ state of 
illegitimacy of the three kingdoms. Ireland was 
represented by a line one and three eighths inches 
long, England by one five inches long, and Banff- 
shire, Scotland, by one sixteen inches long. From 
this it would appear either that race has more to do 
with such results than religion and education, or 
that the grosser religious superstition is more pro- 
ductiv of regularity in sex relations than is a com- 
parativly enlightened belief. : 


According to the Rev. Dr. L. H. Mills, who writes 
in the Nineteenth Century of the relation of 
Christianity to Zoroastrianism, the doctrin of im- 
mortality was almost entirely unknown to the Jews 
before the time of Isaiah. He says that “it pleased. 
the divine power to reveal some of the most im- 
portant articles of our Catholic creed first to the 
Zoroastrians, and then through their literature to the 
Jews and ourselvs.” ‘The orthodox Jew was, in 
fact, a Sadducee, denying the existence of a future 
state, while the Pharisee (signifying Farsee or Per- 
sian) was simply a convert to Mazda worship—a 
Zoroastrian.” Also from the Mazda worship came 
the doctrin that evil is chiefly its own punishment 
and virtue its own reward even in the great reckon- 
ing. The idea of revelation—that is, of miracle— 
is gradually giving way to the conception of evolu- 
tion—that ia, of development, growth. 


ag 
The Letter-Writing Corps is making itself felt. 
One of its members sends us copies of letters that 
hav passed between himself and the American Book 
Company of this city. The company evidently 
thought that it was charged with having put theolo- 
gical dogmas into the school books which it pub- 
lishes, and it is anxious for specifications. Our 
correspondent thereupon writes us that we “ must 
be sure of our premises before firing on the target.” 
We were. The American Book Company was not 
charged with having offended. It was stated by us 
that efforts were being put forth by the Covenanters 
to induce it to offend, and the action we took was 
purely precautionary and intended to be preventiv. 
We printed this from the Christian Reformer : 
“Dr. H. H. George reported that he had 
corresponded with the leading school book publishers, 


viz.: Ginn & Co., Boston ; Potter & Co., Philadelphia ; 
and the American Book Co., New York.” 


This was for the purpose of getting Sabbath 
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school observance doctrins into the school books 
issued by these firms. Ginn & Co. “thought it a 
grand idea ;” Potter & Co. “could see no objection 
to it;” while the American Book Company “ did not 
know that it would be expedient.” The Corps was 
asked to write to all these houses in order to coun- 
teract the influence of the Sundayites. Our cor- 
respondent in his second -letter to the company 
should hav quoted the paragraph from which we 
hav made the above extract, that his target might see 
that there was no misrepresentation of its position. 


A SS ee 

The Society for the Promotion and Protection of 
Cruelty to Children still livs to try the patience of 
humanitarians and furnish comfortable berths for 
its officials. One of its latest performances is the 
arrest of a girl of twelve years of age for the offense 
of selling newspapers on the streets. Her parents 
are Very poor and were sick, and her small earnings 
helped a little to keep them together and starvation 
from their door. She was turned over to the care 
of the society aforesaid, which means that she was 
imprisoned for trying to earn an honest living. 
Her father was also arrested, if we ‘are not mis- 
taken. The World and also some writers to the 
dailies denounced the outrage, whereupon Elbridge 
T. Gerry, president of the society, and probable 
- Tammany candidate for mayor, sends a letter to the 
World, in which he makes an abortiv- attempt to 
defend the persecution of the girl: Judging by a 
part of his communication, it might be well to 
change the name of the organization to * The So- 
ciety for the Dicouragement of Self-Help and the 
Cultivation of. Mendicancy.” He says that if the 
family was in a starving condition the case was a 


proper one for the consideration of the * New York 


Association for Improving the Condition of the 
Poor.” He also speaks of the “speedy assistance " 
which can be obtained by such a procedure. Aside 
from the fact that a really needy person could easily 
starve to death before the cumbersome machinery 
of any of the charity organizations could be gotten 
in motion, it is just such possibly well-meaning but 
red-tape-mad “philanthropists” who sre responsi- 
ble for a large percentage of the. helplessness and 
abject poverty which curse our modern civilization. 
Instead of teaching people to help themselvs, in- 
stead of making it an object for them to try to 
* hoe their own row," instead of keeping out of 
their way and giving them as fair a field as is now 
obtainable, these charity marplots get laws enacted 
that will help make poor people poorer, and so giv 
further excuse for their own corporate existence. 
Then they and their official abettors see to it that 
whatever of relf-respect is left in these poor people, 
who are striving with more or less earnestness and 
hope to keep on their own feet, is crushed out of 
them in one way and another. So long as a family 
is self-sustaining there is always a chance, however 
small, that its members will see better days, but 
once get it to depend upon alms and it will take 
its place permanently in the ranks of the spongers. 
Gerry would send this girl to a charity organization 
for the bread that she was willing to earn by her 
own exertions, and he says he does this to keep her 
from * vice." Oh, the cant of that! 


The ** Age of Reason”? Marches On. 

Tae Tauvk SEEKER’S Missionary Scheme is be- 
coming so popular a movement that we are sur- 
prised that somebody did not think of it before. 
The appended letters addressed to this office show 
how it is received: 

“It occurs to me that my subscription to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER is somewhat overdue, and in consequence Tin- 
close $5—$3 for renewal, and the balance as follows: 
Send the ‘Age of Reason’ to the following parties (who 
are all Christians, and who will not fail to ascribe their 

.reception to the agency of your humble servant, nor 
neglect to warm upthe vials of their wrath for his benefit) 
and the residue you can turn to any purpose of propa- 
gauda you choose.”—E, O. Roscoz, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

**Sand to following persons ‘Age of Reason’ for in- 
closed $1.25."—Asa Surry, Cadmus, Kan. 

‘Please find inclosed $5, for which extend my sub- 


scription for another year, send me ‘Right Living,’ by | 


Susan H. Wixon, and for the balance send Paine's ‘ Age 
of Reason’ to names inclosed,”—A. L. MOoFARLANE, 
Walla Walla, Wash. 

** Inelosed find $10—$1 to send the ‘ Age of Reason’ to 


the following righteous sons of God, who would be of 
some use if they were helped over the deep chasm of ig- 
norance they are now nearing; $9 for subscription to 
the paper and ‘ Four Hundred Years of Freethought.’ I 
am a driller by trade and by noticing the different strata 
I find that Genesis and geology disagree to an alarm- 
ing extent—that is, to persons who hav swallowed Genesis. 
Never be one bit afraid of my subscription; it will never 
get very far in arrears.”—Z, W. Tiwxxn, Moniteau, Pa. 

**Inclosed find $1, for which please send eight copies 
of the *Age of Reason' to the appended addresses." 
—Lourzs Raser, Maysville, Ky. 

**Please find herein $5.25, three of which are for re- 
newal of subscription, $1.25 for books named below. 
You will also find herewith eight names to which send the 
* Age of Renson.'"—N. J, Sanispury, Bodie, Cal. 

*'Inelosed please find $2, for which send me one 
dollar's worth of TRUTH Siguxzns of July 14, 1894, and $1 
for ‘ Age of Reason’ to the following eight names.”—Ep, 
Wrenzr, Sonoma, Cal. 

** Inclosed pléase find $1 from myself and J. O. Sundet 
for eight copies of the ‘ Age of Reason’ to be sent to the 
following-named persons."—Hrras SrERNERSON, Crooks- 
ton, Minn. 

**Inelosed find $2, for which please send me eight 
copies of the ‘Age of Reason’ for distribution, one copy 
each of ‘Church Property,’ ‘Sunday Laws,’ and 
‘Woman: Four Centuries of Progress; balance in 


*Thumbserew and Rack.'"—R. D. Kinney, Oenaville, | 


Texas, 

“I see in Taz Trure SzxxzR that you propose to send 
eight of Thomas Paine’s ‘Age of Reason’ for $1, so here 
góes, "—Arxx, Fix, Cantril, Ia. 

** Please find inclosed $1 for eight copies of Paine’s 
‘Age of Heason.'"—Hanvzx H. BoswonTH, Northamp- 
ton, Mass. . 

**Find inclosed $2, for which send copies of Paine's 
‘Age of Reason.’ The light of the age has somehow 
awakened in the minds of the young a suspicion of the 
presence of some grand and ennobling truths, and it is 
our desire to help this persistency of truth to be heard 
by the distribution of such literature as the above."—O. 


.L, Prart, Springdale, Ark. 


**Inelosed find $1.25 for the ‘ missionary work’ and a 
copy of * Bible Inquirer.’ ”—FRED. Carrxntir, Merrill, 
Wisconsin. 

“I herewith send $1 for the ‘Age of Reason’ to be 
mailed to the inclosed addresses."—0O. D. WILLIAMS, 
Warrensburg, Mo. : 

“Very good idea this ‘Age of Reason’ missionary 
scheme. I send you $1 and the names."—J. W, Horn, 
Somenos, B. C. ; 


Wise vs. Vennum. 


To rur Eprron: I am very glad indeed to know that 
you are not idlein my case. That's right; show it up 
in its true light, as it is beginning to open the peo- 
ples eyes. Even the Rev Mr. Vennum is looking 
at the case in a different aspect; and is saying that 
he is now sorry that he sent the postal card to the 
officials to hav me arrested, and acknowledging that 
the Bible is an obscene book. He knows very well 
that my purpose in sending the card was to get his 
opinion on that passage of scripture. It was the 
object in our religious controversy to obtain the 
opinions of each other. He started the religious 
discussion The first seven or eight months that 
he was in Industry he preached every Sunday even- 
ing in the town-hall, and had something to say 
about “Infidelity” (as he would call Freethought), 
and misrepresented the Freethinkers. He kept it 
up so long that I finally told him he was making 
assertions he could not prove. I went to his meet- 
ings nearly every Sunday evening. He remarked 
that he knew what he was talking about, and paid 
no attention to what I said. His object in slander- 
ing Freethinkers was to scare people into the 
church. He had only half & dozen members when 
he came there, and has not any more now. Re- 
cently the best paying as well as the most ener- 
getic member became so disgusted with him that 
he and his wife left that church for good. 

Of late the preacher has said less on Infidelity, 
and is working another scheme. He now gets up 
entertainments for the benefit of his God and the 
church, such as shows, literary amusements, ice 
cream socials, oyster suppers, in fact, any kind of a 
worldly amusement that will bring money into the 
church, and “all for the Lord." But the majority 
of the thinking class of people hav got so disgusted 
that they won't hav anything to do with him. 

Dr. Renner, Bergers, and other Freethinkers hav 
challenged him for a discussion on the religious 
question. But he will not debate. The only time 
he will argue scripture is when he is in the coward's 


-castle, and nobody dare make a reply. 


Most of the people around Industry are glad to 
know that you are enlisted in this fight. A man 
told me the other day that Vennum had been try- 
ing to trap me for the past two years. It was not 
the postal card that offended bim, so much as my 


advocacy of Liberalism and selling of Freethought 
books in and around Industry, for wherever the 
people read Freethought . literature the preacher's 
dupes are likely to be scarce. Vennum and his 
supporters hav been angry enough to kill me if 
they dared, for traveling over the country selling 
«Infidel trash,” as he designates it, and “ poison- 
ing the people’s minds” with it. He said long ago 
that he would hav to puta stop to it, as it was 
hurting what he calls his “preaching business.” He 
preaches for the Albrights, or “Evangelical” de- 
nomination, as they now call themselvs. He also 
autioneers public sales. He now also tries to make 
the people believe that he didn’t hav anything to 
do in arresting me. . 

W. O. Perry, United States attorney, of Topeka, 
Kan., sent me an exact copy of the postal card, 
and I sent it to Mr. Ed. W. Chamberlain, New 
York, last Monday, as he told me todo so. ' 

Clay Center, Kan. J. B. Wiss. 


The National Defense Association has received 
the following sums to assist in the defense of Mr. 
Wise: 


H. Bertier. .ic scccncsssscessessecsecccessoceessees ipeo o coves vescesi $1 00 
HB. Foote; BT... oor oie eoe ere etta rn ae stay reor ede aeos loose 5 00 
E. B. Foote, JI cicssesssisscosessdesoee insere oo eor Prop Pto Io rra 5 00 
Mrs. S Reicherter..........scccccccccssssecconssccsscssssescesee 50 
Ii. G; -Reed... eicssiesicvcessvesievesdccasdesecsccessesitecesesseds .200 
Peter Wettstein. ........cccscccssscceresssscevsverecssseessssooess 8 00 
Ezra Gladding.........ssecersveroossecsesccccsscecsescssccecsscones 1 00 
Sol Marks....... 1 00 
R. Frank Smith. 1 00 
G; T: OOBDBWBy.:.. ies ee ee ceto oret traite eu acto’, eoduaceoies 1 00 


Moral Education in France. 


Lack of acquaintance with facts leads to wild as- 
sertions like that of Canon Gregory, that morals 
cannot be taught without religion. In all the 
French public schools this is done. Although the 
church, the Bible, and the supernaturalism founded 
on them are discarded, reason and conscience are 
appealed to, and the duties of humanity and citizen- 
ship carefully inculcated. Indeed, it is safe to say 
that far more attention is devoted to ethical culture 
in the godless schools of France than in the Chris- 
tian schools of England. In the “Normal Plan of 
Education,” the official code, it is laid down that 
morality must be as regularly taught as any other 
branch of study; and, although it designates only 
reason and conscience as the sources of the system 
of morals, books are permitted to be used in which 
Theism is recognized, but, necessarily, in the most 
general terms. Two of the most popular manuals 
used in the schools are Liard’s “Lectures Morales 
et Litteraires,” and Jost and Braeunig’s * Lectures 
Practiques.” These works are wholly secular. 
They explain and emphasize the duties to one’s self, 
to one’s neighbor, and to the state. Duties to self 
include those toward the body, as cleanlinéss, 
temperance, etc. Duties toward the neighbor are 
summed up as truth, justice, and love. Duty to 
the country, or patriotism, is, perhaps, made too 
much of; but the schools are regarded as state 
schools, and the children’s love and devotion are 
evoked toward that larger corporate being, France, 
of which they are a part. Matthew Arnold, in his 


‘last report, told how a child, asked “To whom do 


you owe all you are enjoying here—this fine school- 
room, these pictures, this splendid city, all that givs 
security, comfort, and pleasure to you? Who givs 
it all to you?” replied, not to God, but “Eh bien, 
c'est le pays ”—“ It is my country.” Let it be 
noted that while the French child is turned out a 
trained citizen, ready for the work of life, the cost 
of education in “Infidel” France is but 18s. 1d. per 
head; while in London, where the child is less 
adequately educated and there is constant squab- 
bling over the religious question, the cost is fully 
three times that amount.— London Freethinker. 


_Twe Freethinkers of Kansas will hold a convention in 
Topeka, Kan., September 6th-9th. Preparations are 
being made to hay ita grand success. Excellent speek- 
ing and singing. will be the distinctiv features of the 
occasion. Many Freethinkers—Agnostics, Spiritualists, 
and Liberals of other shades—hay signified their inten- 
tion of being present and participating in the delibera- 
tions of the convention. Kansas is having good crops 
this year and, notwithstanding the calamity of the great 
strike, its people are hopeful and look forward to better 
times in the not distant future. W. S. Bell is now lect- 
uring in Kansas, helping to prepare the minds of the 
Liberals for the coming intellectual feast. His address 
is 114 East Fourth street, Topeka, Kan. 


S. P. Putnam’s Lecture Appointments. 


Hoople, N. Dak. Aug. 18-21. 
Fort Maginnis, Mofit., Aug. 26th to Sept. 10th. 


From July to September 10th in Iowa, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Montana. 
Please address S. P. Putnam, in care of E. C. ReicL- 
wald, 234 South Water street, Chicago, Il], 


518 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 18, 1894. 


a ee 


Freethought and Secular Notes from England. 


GENERAL AOTIVITY. 


Although we are now in the hight of summer, 
there is no lack of interesting questions before the 
Secular and Freethought lectures are be- 
ing continued, both in our halls and also in the 
open air; and the different speakers hav every rea- 
son to be satisfied with their attentiv audiences. 
Contributions to the “Foote Testimonial Fund” 
are still coming in, and it is proposed to close it at 
the end of this month, when the presentation will 
be made to the president of the National Secular 
Society. In my next “Notes” I will giv particu- 
lars of the event, which will no doubt be of a very 


public. 


interesting character. 


While the clergy are activ in endeavoring to de- 
vise some plan to stop the “rapid progress of 
skepticism,” they are all at loggerheads amongst 
themselvs as to the kind of religious instruction 
that should be incorporated with our national edu- 
The Freethinkers and Secularists are fully 
alive to the importance of making the most of the 
opportunity which this split in the Christian camp 
offers. Perhaps the old proverb that, when certain 
persons fall out, honest men will get their due, will 
be verified by the answer that will ultimately be 


cation. 


given to the question, Shall the Bible be taught in 


our public schools? At any rate, the National Sec- 


ular Society is preparing to fight for direct Secular 
representation on the school board. It will be a 
hard-fought battle between now and next Novem- 
ber, when the election for a new board will take 
lace. : 
: A thoroughly democratic budget has just passed 
its third reading in the House of Commons. This 
is not the place to giv details of the Finance bill, 
as the budget is termed, but it may be stated that 
the principle of the bill is to transfer more fairly 
the burden of taxation from the poor to the rich, 
which is a legislativ act as just as it is desirable. 
The claims of labor are becoming more and more 
recognized in England by the “ powers that be,” 
and general education has received an impetus that 
must prove a lasting blessing to the entire com- 
munity. Altogether the spirit of reform is activ 
amongst us and, personally, I am inspired with rea- 
sonable hopes for the future of the Old Country. 


DEATH OF THOMAS SLATER. 


Many of the English residents in the New World 
will, doubtless, remember the late Thomas Slater, 
of Bury, Lancashire. During the latter years of 
his life he resided at the Secular Hall, Leicester. 
He died last month after a long and severe illness, 
and his remains were cremated at Manchester. A 
more honest and plain-spoken worker in our move- 
ment never served the cause of Freethought. He 
was, during most of his career, a firm believer in 
co-operation, in which association he took an activ 
part. For over twenty years it was my privilege to 
enjoy his warm friendship, and he always appeared 
to me to be a consistent Secularist and a noble man. 


SABBATARIAN BIGOTRY. 
In my last “Notes” I mentioned that up to that 
time “The Lord's Day Observance Society” had 
contented itself with mere “threats.” Since then, 
however, they hav. brought an action against 
the Leeds Sunday Society and hav obtained a ver- 
dict, but in their case the victory gained will, I be- 
lieve, prove to them worse that a defeat, for it will 
certainly hasten the repeal of the silly statute of 
George III, upon which the action was based. The 
judge, in summing up, told the jury that their duty 
was to enforce the law; but if there was not an act 
of Parliament this would hav been a wanton inter- 
ference with the liberty of the subject. The jury, in 
finding a verdict for the plaintiffs, added that the 
statute ought to be repealed. But the fact remains 
that in this country of enlightenment it is possible 
for a band of bigots to invoke the law successfully 
against the reasonable and sensible exercises of 
other people, and to see those people mulcted in 
penalties. Special efforts are being made to obtain 
a repeal of this stupid and unjust act of Parliament. 
So long as it remains unrepealed one who spends 
his Sunday in such fashion as he deems right is al- 
ways liable to tyrannical persecution. Surely this 
cannot goon. There are not ten people in a hun- 
dred to-day who would approve of the fanatical folly 
of it. People will make Sunday an endurable day 
to liv through, and unless the paid and unpaid 
professors of religion acknowledge it, so much the 
worse for religion. 


THE BISHOPS AGAIN. 

The bishop of Rochester, speaking in convoca- 
tion the other day, warned the rich and cultured 
classes against the misuse of Sunday for the pur- 
poses of mere amusement, but he proposed a reso- 


lution implying that an increasing number of people 
desire the reasonable use of libraries, picture-gal- 
On that the bishop of 
Exeter declared roundly that the two prohibitions 
that came down direct from Eden were the Sunday 
use of picture-galleries and marriage with a de- 
This is indeed amusing, even 


leries, and newsrooms. 


ceased wife's sister. : 
from a bishop. We should like to hear where in 


the fabled garden of Eden the Sunday use of pic- 
tures was prohibited. And we surely think that if 
Adam and Even were ever alone in paradise the de- 
ceased wife's sister bill was yet.to come into the 
The bishop of Roches- 


region of practical politics. f 
ter was quite right in saying there is an increased 
demand for the use of picture-galleries, etc. This 


success. An average of 544 persons per hour visited 


the gallery on the Sundays it was open, as against 
401 on week days. The class of visitors were mostly 
artisans and clerks, just the people whose work 
does not allow them to go on week days, and whose 
only chance to enjoy the beauties of art treasures is 


on a Sunday. 


OHRISTIAN IDEA OF MORALITY. E 

Christians hav queer ideas of what constitutes 
morality. Secularists hav always supposed that 
truth, sobriety, industry, and sincerity were the 
highest indications of ethical culture. 
dently the dean of Norwich does not think so. 
These virtues, he admits, may be good, but they are 
not the best; and in his opinion, “the morals of 
the nation are highest when tithes are most will- 
ingly paid.” So he said in his recent sermon in aid 
of the Poor Clergy Relief Society. It has often 
been urged as a reproach against the clergy that so 
many of them think more of the fatness of a living 
than of its opportunities for good ; but one scarcely 
expected a dean to proclaim so plainly that the 
highest morality was not to be found in personal 
conduct but in paying the parson. If a Freethinker 
had said that the highest morality consisted in pay- 
ing the fees of the Secular lecturers, we no doubt 
should hav heard much about “gross materialism ” 
and the selfishness of skepticism. EE 


ATHEISM IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS. 

The Committee of the House of Lords hav pub- 
lished the result of their deliberation upon the 
question of “ Betterment,” which they say is a kind 
of wild justice. Itisin their opinion an impracti- 
cable virtue. It is not in itself unjust, but it þe- 
comes unjust in its application. This is the last 
word of the aristocrat in politics. Abstract rights 
when translated into action become concrete wrongs. 
We will grant you anything in theory, say they, but 
when it comes to practice, if your theory touches 
us or our friends, justice becomes injustice. The 
principle of betterment is just, but its rigid and 
vigorous application is unjust. This isthe sort of 
moral leakage for which the English aristocracy is 
famous. The London Star comments upon the 
conclusion of the committee thus: “Englishmen 
are accustomed to regard the chamber called upper 
as the bulwark of religion and all the moralities. 
But that is an error. Aristocracy is the worst kind 
of immorality. It sticks at nothing in the way of 
self-preservation. And in the present instance the 
lords hav arraigned the fundamental doctrin of 
Christianity, namely, the theory of divine provi- 
dence. The bench of bishops preach this dogma, 
and the lords in their velvety pews mumble out 
easy acquiescence. If providence looks after every 
detail of life, surely the just thing is also the practi- 
cable if not the pleasant thing. A just, omnipotent, 
and omniscient director would not make justice 
impossible. But the lords fly in the face of their 
maker and say, ‘ Betterment is just, but it can’t be 
done. 
is wrong.: We confess that this looks like rank 
Atheism. We think that the bishops should look 
to the purity of their doctrinal ermine. The tend- 
ency of our aristocracy is toward Atheism. Not the 
progressivs but the peers are the true Infidels. 
How can we believe in the existence of a God who 
makes virtue impossible? Yet the patrician theory 
of betterment presents this conception of pzpvi- 
dence. It is abundantly clear that the aristocracy 
is a power which makes for Atheism. It makes a 
fool of both God and man.” 


.. . 4 NON-RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY. 

Mr. Bakewell’s account of New Zealand, which 
recently appeared in the Wineteenth Century, has 
terribly alarmed the orthodox Christians here. 
They are sadly afraid that the world is likely to 
behold in the course of a generation or two a large 
community of civilized men and women without 
any religious belief whatever. The following are 
the words of Mr. Bakewell that hav given the pious 


is proved by the Sunday opening of the City Art 
Gallery in London, which has been a very great 


But evi- 


The principle is right, but the application 


folk so much anxiety: “A whole generation haa 
now grown to manhood, to the majority of whom 
the simplest facts of the early history of Chris. 
tianity are as unknown as the facta of early Chinege 
history; they never read the Bible at school; and 
there is no such book at home; they never go to a 
Sunday-school or to church except to look after 
some girl ; and they are as destitute of any religious 
sentiment as a horse or a cow. They are not 
heathen—they hav no religion at all  !hey would 
not call themselvs Agnostics, because they do not 
know the meaning of the word; but in the literal 
sense they are Agnostics.” If this description, or 
anything like it, be correct, the young New Zea. 
landers to whom it applies certainly do not deserve: 
to be called Agnostics, unless the word be altered 


to “don’t know, and don’t eare;" for the genuin 


Agnostic cares a great deal, and is always. striving 
to obtain additional knowledge. 


RELIGIOUS FANATICISM. 


The Salvation Army hav been holding a festival 
at the Crystal Palace and during the proceedings 
religious fanaticism was at its hight. About five 
hundred wild enthusiasts were brought to. London 
from almost every nation on earth, and fine speci- ` 
mens they were of mind-diseased dupes. Some of 
them carried nativ tomahawks and spears, others 
sang to the accompaniment of banjos, while those 
from India “yelled and shrieked and danced to the — 
discordant music of their own band. They swirled 
round and round, and jumped and sang with an 
abandon that would hay made Mrs. Grundy blush 
to the roots of her hair.” Such displays of barbaric 
fanaticism are a reproach to our national intelli- 
gence. Religion in this case reduces its victims to 
a state of savagery, robbing them of their reason 
and making them ready tools in the hands of those 
who thrive upon ignorance and imbecility. . 


THE LABOR MOVEMENT. ` 


The labor movement, in which many Freethinkers 
are deeply, concerned, is making rapid strides in the 
Old Country. It is headed by advanced minds who 
either repudiate or ignore all kinds of theology. 
The government is also activ in the matter, as may 
be seen from the report of the royal commission on 
labor just published. It has proved one of the 
costliest literary works issued since printing began. 
The money actually expended in its preparation ex- 
ceeds £47,000, and will probably reach £50,000 
before the account is closed. 2 s 


THE PROPER USE OF WEALTH) - 

Mr. Ludwig. Mond, partner with Mr. Brunner, 
M.P., in one of the greatest chemical manufactur- 
ing firms of this country, has just made a noble use 
of his. great wealth. At the last monthly meeting 
of the Royal Institution it was announced that Mr. 
Mond, who is the owner of the large freehold house, 
No. 20 Albemarle street, London, close to the build- 
ings of the Royal Institution, formerly the town 
mansion of the earl of Albemarle, has made a gift 
of this spacious tenement in fee simple to the insti- 
tution. He will himself, moreover, bear all the ex- 
penses of converting the premises from their pres- 
ent.residential condition into a fully equipped 
establishment for chemical and physical research to 
be styled “The Davy-Faraday Research Laboratory.” 
This alone would be constituted a truly magnificent 
gift to science, but the generous donor goes farther. 
He will also endow the new establishment—first 
with a standing revenue sufficient to meet all yearly 
expenses of rates, taxes, maintenance, etc., and 
secondly with what will obviously need to be even a 
larger provision, afund, namely, adequate to provide 
salaries and incidental expenses of a trained scien- 
tific staff, whose, time and services will be devoted 
to working the new institution in a complete and 
continuous manner. If more wealth were devoted to 
such objects as the above and less to the teaching 
of theology the world would be the gainer. Science 
is truly the providence of man, while theology has 
proved itself a curse to humanity. 


DAVID HUME. - 


Where David Hume lived in Edinburgh, someone 
ironically chalked on his wall, * Saint David's," and 
the street is now known by that name. He was 
thus. made a “saint” while living, and, according to 
the following, he is now provided for after his 
death. Dr. John Brown, author of the “Brownian 
System of Physic,” on passing the monument of 
David Hume in the Calton burying-ground, Edin- 
burgh, observed to a mason who was laying a pave- 
ment stone for it, * Friend, this is a strony and 
massy building; but how do you think the honest 
gentleman can get out at the resurrection?” The 
mason archly replied, “Sir, I hav reserved that 
point, for I hav put the key under the door." 
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PROFESSOR HUXLEY AND THE GHOST. 

Mr. Andrew Tang, who has written: upon almost 
every subject, has now published his thoughts upon 
the famous story of “ The Cock Liane Ghost,” in which, 
it will be remembered, the Goliah of. English liter- 
ature, Dr. Samuel Johnson, expressed his belief 
a hundred years ago. In this publication Mr. Lang 
attacks Professor Huxley, who replies thus in a let- 
ter to the London 7imes: “TIf,-after death. I am 
fated to take part in Cock-lane pranks, and Sludge 
séances, Y must put up with the degradation. but 
‘the offer of immortality, handicapped. with Cock- 
lanean conditions,’ is one which I should decline 
with thanks.” 


. INTERESTING ITEMS. 

Our new lord chief-justice, long known as Sir 
Charles Russell, the eminent lawyer and advocate 
of home rule, is the first Roman Catholic who has 
been raised to that position since our great revolu- 
tion. The spirit of toleration grows wider and 
broader every day, and the extension of social rights 
goes on at a speed unknown in any previous gener- 
ation. 


The increase of madness in this country is rather 
alarming. We learn from the report of the Lunacy 
Commissioners, which is just published, that there 
were on the 1st of January last 92,000 lunatics in 
England and Wales, and that this number is 2,245 
in excess of the number a year previous. This is 
the largest annual increase yet recorded, the average 
annual increase for the last ten years being 1,354. 

A Birmingham paper recently gave publicity to 
the fact that the works of “Ouida,” with those of 
Fielding and Smollett, had been rigorously ex- 
cluded from the free library at Aston, a suburb of 
Birmingham. The same paper prints the following 
letter from the lady novelist: “I am gratified to be 
` excommunicated with Fielding and Smollett. It is 
lamentable that such bigotry should exist. Yours 
sincerely, Ovna.” 

' A manifesto addressed to the « Christians of 
London" on religious instruction in board schools, 
and signed by several members of the London 
School Board, has been issued. It says that Lon- 
don is face to face with a very grave crisis and im- 
presses upon the public the duty and the responsi- 


bility of energetically resisting the attempt by the 


sacerdotal party to overturn the compromise of 
1871. 


it is persistent in effort. It makes up in audacity 
what it lacks in numerical strength: Yt must, how- 
ever, be met, resisted, and scattered. 


The countess of Shaftesbury. has written a pub- 


. lie letter calling attention to the Women’s Christian 
Education League, whose operations hav now been 


extended to every division of the London school. 


board area, and appealing for help, moral and 
material, in a work the importance and urgency of 
which become clearer every day. The letter con- 
_tinues: “The issue to be ultimately determined is 
. between definit religious teaching and Secularism 
pure and simple, for the sort of undenominational 
teaching which shall be equally suitable to Chris- 
tians and non-Christians will satisfy nobody and 


will in the end result in discrediting religious teach- 


ing altogether.” 

Attention was drawn, during the diuo of 
the army estimates the other evening in the House 
of Commons, to the fact that the Duke of Cam- 
- bridge gets, inclusiv of £4,500 as commander-in- 
chief, £18,741 47s. 2d.—the bulk of it as a prince 
of the blood, but some of it as colonel of the Gren- 
adier Guards. This appears tome to be nothing 
less than disgraceful. The “services” which the 
‘duke renders to the state are worse than. useless, 
for he is a persistent opponent of all reforms... And 
this outrageous extravagance. is maintained while 
every week heart-rending. cases of “Deaths from 
Starvation ” are recorded.: "This, be it roniemHeredo 
is going on in “Christian England." 

The education department hav issued their an- 


‘nual report for the year 1893. It is signed by Lord 
Rosebery and Mr. ‘Acland. It is the chronicle of 


a very successful year’s work.. The acceptance of 


the fee grant by nearly all the schools has ren- 
dered elementary education practically gratuitous 
throughout England and Wales, and the influence 
on the attendance of the scholars has been great. 
In 1892 5,006,979 children were on the register : in 
1893 the numbers had risen to 5,126,373.- The 
average attendance in 1892 was 3,870,774, and: last 
year it.had risen to 4,100,300. "There are now 
2,392 school boards, covering almost exactly two- 
thirds of the population. Out of 29,000,000 the 
school boards now hav jurisdiction over 19,620, 
379. CHARLES WATTS. 
London, July 28, 1894. 


There is no doubt of the i issue, as the sacer- | ! 
dotal party.is as comparativly small in numbers as 


Tngersoll on Suicide. 
From the New York World. 

Ido not know whether self-killing is on the in- 
crease or not. If itis, then- there must be, on the 
average, more trouble, more sorrow, more failure, 
and consequently, more people are driven to despair. 
In civilized life there is a great struggle, great 
competition, and many fail. To fail in a- great city 
is like being wrecked at sea. In the country a 
man has friends. He can get a little credit, a little 
help, but in the city it is different. The man is 
lost in the multitude. In the-roar of the streets 
his cry is not heard. Death becomes his only 
friend. Death promises release from want, from 
hunger and pain, and so the poor wretch lays down 
his burden, dashes it from his shoulders and falls 
asleep. 

To me all this seems very natural. The wonder 
is that so many endure and suffer to the natural 
end, that so many nurse the spark of life in huts 
and prisons, keep it and guard it through years of 
misery and want; support it by beggary, by eat- 
ing the crust found iù the gutter, and to whom it 
only eivs days of weariness and nights of fear and 
dread. Why should the man, sitting amid the 
wreck of all he had, the loved ones dead, friends 
lost, seek to lengthen, to preserve his life? ‘What 
can the future have for him? 

Under many circumstances a man has the right 
to kill himself. When life is of no value to him, 
when he can be of no real assistance to others, why 
should a man continue? When he is of no benefit, 
when he is a burden to those he loves, why should 
he remain? The old idea was that “God” made 
us and placed us here for a purpose. and that it 
was our duty to remain until he called us. Tbe 
world is outgrowing this absurdity. What pleasure 
can it give “God” to see a man devoured by a 
cancer? To see the quivering flesh slowly eaten? 
To see the nerves throbbing with pain? Is this a 
festival for “God”? Why should: the poor wretch 
stay and suffer? A little morphine would give him 
sleep—the agony would be forgotten and he would 


|pass unconsciously from happy dreams to painless 


death. 

If « God ? determines all births and deaths, of 
what use is medicine, and why should doctors defv, 
with pills and powders, the decrees of “God”? No 


‘one, except a few insane, act now according to this 


childish superstition. Why should & man sur- 
rounded by flames in the midst of a burning build- 
ing, from which there is no escape, hesitate to put 
a bullet through his brain or a dagger in his heart? 
Would it give “God” pleasure to see him burn? 
‘When did the man lose the right of self-defense? 

^ So, when a man has committed some awful crime, 
why should he stay and ruin his family and friends? 
Why should he add to the injury ?” 
live, filling his days and nights,‘and the days and 
nights of others, with grief. and pain, with agony 
and tears? 

. Why should a man sentenced to imprisonment 
for life hesitate to still his heart? The grave is 
better than the cell. Sleepis sweeter than the ache 
of toil. "The dead have no masters. i 

So the poor girl, betrayed and deserted, the door 
of home closed against her, the faces of friends 


averted, no hand that will help, no eye that will 
soften with pity, the future an abyss filled with 
|monstrous shapes of dread and fear, her mind 


racked by fragments of thoughts like clouds broken 
by storm, pursued, surrounded by the serpents of 
remorse, flying from horrors too great to bear, 
rushes with joy through the welcome door of death. 
Undoubtedly there are many cases of perfectly 
justifiable suicide—cases in which not to end life 
would be a mistake, sometimes almost a crime. 

As to the necessity of death, each must decide 
for himself. And if a man honestly decides that 
death is best—best for him and others—and acts 
upon the decision, why should he be blamed ? 
Certainly the man who kills himself is not a 
physical coward. He may have lacked moral cour- 
age, but not physical. It may be said that some 
men fight duels because they are afraid to decline. 
They are between two fires—the chance of death 
and the certainty of dishonor, and they take the 
chance of death. So the Christian martyrs were, 
according to their ‘belief, between two fires—the 
flames of the fagot that could burn but for a few 
moments and the fires of God that were eternal. 
And they chose the flames of the fagot. 

Men who fear death to that degree that they will 
bear all the pains and pangs that nerves can feel 
rather than die cannot afford to call the suicide a 
coward. It does not seem to me that Brutus was a 
coward or that Seneca was. Surely Antony had 
nothing left to live for. Cato was nof a craven. 
He acted on his judgment. - 
others who felt that. they. had reached the end— 


that the journey was , done, the voyage was "over; 


life, had no fear. 


Why should he: 


So with hundreds of 


and, so feeling, stopped. It seems certain that the 
man who commits suicide, who “does the thing 
that stops all other deeds, that shackles accident 
and bolts up change," is not lacking in physical 
courage. 

If men had the courage they would pot linger i in 
prisons, in alms-houses, in hospitals, they would 
not bear the pangs of incurable disease, the stains 


of dishonor, they would not liv in filth and want, in 
poverty and hunger, neither would they wear the 
chain of slavery. Allthis can be accounted for only 
‘by the fear of death or “of something after.” 


Seneca, knowing that Nero intended to take his 
He knew that he could defeat the 


emperor. He knew that “at the bottom of every 


river, in the coil of every rope, on the point of every 


dagger, Liberty sat and smiled.” He knew that it 


was his own fault if he allowed himself to be tor- 
tured to death by his enemy. 
this blessing, that while life has but one entrance, 
it has exits innumerable; and as I choose the house 
in which I live, the ship in which I will sail, so will I 
choose the time and manner of my death.” 


‘He said: “There is 


To me this is not cowardly, but manly and noble. 
Under the Roman law persons found guilty of 


certain offenses were not only destroyed but their 
blood was polluted, and their children became out- 


casts. If, however, they died before conviction, 
their children were saved. Many committed suicide 
to save their. babes. Certainly they were not 
cowards. Although guilty of great crimes, they had 
enough of honor, of manhood, left to save their in- 


nocent children. This was not cowardice. 


Without doubt many suicides are caused by in- 
sanity. Men lose their property. The fear of the 
future overpowers them. Things lose proportion, 
they lose poise and balance, and in a flash, a gleam 
of frenzy, kill themseves. The disappointed in love, 
broken in heart—the light fading from their lives 
—seek the refuge of death. 

Those who take their lives in painful, barbarous 
ways—who mangle their throats with broken glass, 
dash themselves from towers and roofs, take poisons 
that torture like the rack—such persons must be 
insane. But those who take the facts into account, 
who weigh the arguments for and against, and who 
decide that death is best—the only good—and then 
resort to reasonable means, may be, so far as I can 
see, in full possession of their minds. 

Life is not the same to all—to some'& blessing, 


‘to some a curse, to some not much in any way. 


Some leave it with unspeakable regret, some with 
the keenest joy, and some with indifference. 

Religion, or the decadence of religion, has a 
bearing upon the number of suicides. The fear of 
“God,” of judgment, of eternal pain, will stay the 
‘hand, and people so believing will suffer here until 
relievéd by ‘natural death. A -belief in eternal 
agony beyond ‘the grave will cause such believers 
to suffer the: pangs of this life. When there is no 
fear of the future, when death is believed to be a 
dreamless sleep, men have less hesitation about 
ending their lives. On the other hand, orthodox 
religion has driven millions to insanity. It has 
caused paretits to murder their children and many 
thousands to destroy themselves and others. 

It seems probable that all-real, genuine orthodox 
believers who kill themselves must be insane, and to 
such a degree that their belief is forgotten. “God” 
and hell are out of their minds. 

-I am satisfied that many who commit: suiċide are 


insane, many are in the'twilight or dusk of insanity, 


and mauy are perfectly sane. 

The law we hav in this state making it a crime 
to attempt suicide is cruel and absurd and calcu- 
lated to increase the number of successful suicides. 
When a man has suffered so much, when he has 
been so persecuted and pursued by disaster that he 
seeks the rest and sleep of death, why should the 
state add to: the sufferings of that man? A man 


‘| seeking death, knowing: that he will be punished if 
he fails, will take extra puse and precautions to 


make death certain. 

This law was born of superstition, passed by 
thoughtlessness, and enforced by ignorance and 
eruelty. 

When ‘the house of life becomes a prison, when 
the horizon has shrunk and narrowed to a cell, and | 
when the convict longs for the libertv of death, why 
should the effort to escape be regarded as a crime? 

Of course, I regard life from a natural point of 
view. I do not take gods, heavens, and hells into 
account: My horizon is the known, and my esti- 
mate of life is based wpon-what I know of life here 
in this world. People should not suffer: for. the 
sake of supernatural beings or for other worlds or 
the hopes:and fears of some future state. Our j joys, 
our sufferings, and our duties are here. © 

The law of New York about the attempt to com- 
‘mit suicide and the law as to divorce are about 

qual. Both sre idiotic. Law cannot pievert svi- 


520 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 18, 1894. 


eNO CCC CCC TL LLL S aaa 
a a a E RD CT DL A RA AM o n D C e c m 


eide. 
nothing for law and its penalties. 
absolute and eternal. 


We should remember that nothing happens but 
Back of every suicide and every at- 
tempt to commit suicide is the natural and efficient 
In this world 
There is no space be- 
Given a certain heart 
and brain, certain conditions, and suicide is the 
If we wish to prevent suicide we 
We must by education, 
by invention, by art, by civilization, add to the 
C We must cultivate the 
brain and heart—do away with false pride and false 
: We must become generous enough to 
help our fellows without degrading them. We 
must make industry—useful work of all kinds— 
We must mingle a little affection with 
our charity—a little fellowship. We should allow 
those who have sinned to really reform. We should 
not think only of what tlie wicked have done, but 
we should think of what we have wanted to do. 
People do not hate the sick. Why should they de- 


the natural. 
cause. Nothing happens by chance. 
the facts touch each other. 
tween—no room for chance. 


necessary result. 
must change conditions. 


value of the average life. 


modesty. 


honorable. 


spise the mentally weak—the diseased in brain? 


Our actions are the fruit, the result, of cireum- 


stances—of conditions—and we do as we must. 
This great truth should fill the heart with pity for 
the failures of our race. 


Sometimes I have wondered that Christians de- 


nounce the suicide; that in old times they buried 
him where the roads crossed, and drove a stake 


through his body. They took his property from. 


his children and gave it to the state. 

If Christians would only think they would see 
that orthodox religion rests upon suicide—that man 
was redeemed by suicide, and that without suicide 
the whole world would have been lost. 

If Christ was God, then he had the power to 
protect himself from the Jews without hurting 
them. But instead of using his power he allowed 
them to take his life. 

If a strong man should allow afew little children 
to hack him to death with knives when he could 
easily have brushed them aside, would we not say 
that he committed suicide? 

There is no escape. If Christ was in fact God, 
and allowed the Jews to kill him, then he consented 
to his own death—refused, though perfectly able, 
to defend and protect himself, and was in fact a 
suicide. 

We cannot reform the world by law or by super- 
stition. As long as there shall be pain and failure, 
want and sorrow, agony and crime, men and women 
will untie life’s knot and seek the peace of death. 

To the hopelessly imprisoned—to the dishonored 
and despised—to those who have failed, who have 
no future, no hope—to the abandoned, the broken- 
hearted, to those who are only remnants and frag- 
ments of men and women—how consoling, how en- 
chanting is the thought of death! 

And even to the most fortunate death at last is a 
welcome deliverer. Death is as natural and as mer- 
ciful as life. When we have journeyed long—when 
we are weary—when we wish for the twilight, for 
the dusk, for the cool kisses of the night—when the 
senses are dull—when the pulse is faint and low— 
when the mists gather on the mirror of memory— 
when the past is almost forgotten, the present 
hardly perceived—when the future has but empty 
hands— death is as welcome as a strain of music. 

After all, death is not so terrible as joyless life. 
Next to eternal happiness is to sleep in the soft 
clasp of the cool earth, disturbed by no dream, by 
no thought, by no pain, by no fear, unconscious of 
all and forever. 

The wonder is that so many live, that in spite of 
rags and want, in spite of tenement and gutter, of 
filth and pain, they limp and stagger and crawl be- 
neath their burdens to the natural end. The won- 
der is that so few of the miserable are brave enough 
to dié—that so many are terrified by the “some- 
thing after death "—by the specter and phantoms 
of superstition. 

Most people are in love with life. How they 
cling to it in the arctic snows—now they struggle 
in the waves and currents of the sea—how they 
linger in famine—how they fight disaster and de- 
spair! On the crumbling edge of death they keep 
the flag flying and go down at last full of hope and 
courage. 

But many have not such natures. They cannot 
bear defeat. They are disheartened by disaster. 
They lie down on the field of conflict and give the 
earth their blood. 

They are our unfortunate brothers and sisters. 
We should not curse or blame—we should pity. On 
their pallid faces our tears should fall. 

One of the best men I ever knew, with an affec- 
tionate wife, a charming and loving daughter, com- 
mitted suicide. He was a man of generous im- 


Those who have lost all fear of death care 
Death is liberty, 


pulses. His heart was loving and tender. He was 
conscientious, and so sensitive that he blamed 
himself for having done what at the time he thought 


was wise and best. He was the victim of his vir- 


tues. Let us be merciful in our judgments. 
All we can say is that the good and bad, the 
loving and the malignant, the conscientious and the 


vicious, the educated and the ignorant, actuated by 
many motives, urged and pushed by circumstances 
and conditions—sometimes in the calm of judg- 
ment, sometimes in passion’s storm and stress, some- 
times in whirl and tempest of insanity—raise their 
hands against themselves and desperately put out 


the light of life. 


Those who attempt suicide should not be pun- 


ished. If they are insane they should, if possible, 


be restored to reason; if sane, they should be rea- 


soned with, calmed, and assisted. 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


News and Notes. 
Neillsville, Wis., is in a kind of Arcadian country, 


where life is pleasant and the * golden mean ” at- 
The “boom” 
has never visited this place; the speculator keepeth 


tainable, and there are no extremes. 


afar off. Things go on in a natural way. The 


country has developed in a healthful and comfort- 
There is nothing phenomenal in its 
growth. It has gone right along the even tenor of 


able fashion. 


its way year in and year out, with seed time and 
harvest in regular succession, and whatever may 
happen the crops never fail, for there is such a 


variety of production that if one thing happens to 
There 
The peo- 


fall off, another will make abundant harvest. 
are really no “hard times” at Neillsville. 
ple hav generally kept down to hard pan, and the 
revulsions of business are comparativly harmless. 


This year the hay, wheat, and oats are more than 


average, while the corn and potatoes, as elsewhere, 
do not just now put ona flourishing appearance. 
The drouth is greater than any for the last twenty 
years, and it still continués. The forest fires fill 
the air with smoke. A good rain would be worth 
millions of dollars to this vast territory. The 
priests are gathering in the shekels. Their dupes 
pav from two to five dollars apiece for every prayer. 

Neillsville has about twenty-five hundred inhabit- 
ants. Itis a county seat. There is quite a number 
of churches here; more really than the saints can 
well support. This is one of the most Liberal com- 
munities I hav been in—the majority are outside 
of the churches as a matter of conviction, and re- 
vivals do not succeed. One evangelist tried it last 
winter, but the converts were few and far between. 
There is a Unitarian society, which is radical and 
progressiv. Mr. Owens, who has preached or rather 
lectured here for some years, is an advanced thinker. 
The Rev. Mr. Whittemore, who at present supplies 
the pulpit, is about as far out as one can be and 
still believe somewhat in a ** God of evolution” and 
the necessity of “religious feeling.” He gave a 
cordial welcome to my work. I delivered five lect- 
ures in the Unitarian church, and the audiences 
increased every evening, and what was encourag- 
ing to note, about half were ladies, who seemed to 
take interest in these advanced questions. Some 
of the orthodox preachers were present and took 
notes, but I could not get any of them to meet me 


‘upon the platform. I did hav a little outside talk 


with the Methodist clergyman, but I found that he 
so thoroughly misunderstood my position that no 
progress could be made, for I could not pin bim to 
a clear definition of words. 

I feel sure that quite an agitation has been created 
in the community. The field has been well pre- 
pared for my efforts. Mrs. Freeman and Watts, 
Remsburg and Jamieson hav visited this place, and 
the fruit of their labors is apparent. 

Besides giving five lectures at Neillsville I gave 
on Sunday afternoon a lecture at Greenwood— 
fifteen miles away—and here too I was greeted with 
a full house, although there was but a short time 
for advertising, as. it was not decided to make this 
venture until after my arrival at Neillsville. This 
was the first Freethought lecture at Greenwood. 

Thad quite a pleasant journey to this place on 
Sunday. Mr. W. W. Taplin drove me over, anf I 
had a good chance to see the country. It is pretty 
well wooded at present, although. almost all the 
pine lumber has been cut off. In times past this 
has been a great timber region. Five hundred 
millions of feet hav been floated down the Black 
river yearly, mostly to LaCrosse and the Mississippi, 
and this still continues, but not from the vicinity of 
Neillsville. Still not half of the country has been 
cleared. The primitiv forests of maple, etc., still 
wave and log huts are occasionally seen. The 
barns are more extensiv than the dwellings, for the 
settlers think more of having a big barn than a fine 
house to livin. The next ten years will undoubt- 


edly make a vast change, for the times of struggle 
are ended and the days of leisure and luxury dawn. 
The wealth of this country is substantial. It does 
not depend.on one product, but on many. Dairy 
pene is getting to be the chief industry. 

Dan Cook, of Greenwood, is the leading 
wai in this place, and by his energetic efforts 
the lecture was in all respects a success. I had an 
opportunity to meet a number of Liberals. Mr. ` 
"Cook's family is a regiment in itself. He counts a 
round dozen. He has nine children and they make 
a splendid battalion. . Mr. Samuel Cawley, a veteran 
of this country, eighty-two years of age, is living 
with him. It was quite pleasant to visit such a 
multitudinous Freethought home. It givs one’ 
hopes of the coming generation. 

I must thank Mrs. John Stewart for the beautiful 
flowers which decorated the desk, on which also 
was the Bible of the minister, for the hall in which 
I spoke is also used for religious services. I do 
not know how the Christians will feel now that the 
Infidel has occupied the place of the clergyman. It 
may be they will hav to fumigate the place in order 
that their faith may not be contaminated. Among 
those whom I niet at Greenwood, and who aided in 
the work, are Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tooly, A. W. 
Bailey, Ervin Hoard, P. Rossman, A. M. White, Dr. 
T. L. Buland, C. Wollenberg. on the roll of Tux 
Truru Szexrer, and others. I cannot mention the 
names of all, but Greenwood certainly has hoisted 
the flag of freedom with cheering results. 

On the way up we stopped at the home of Mr. 
Taplin’s brother and took dinner. Mr. Taplin is 
lately from Canada, and has charge of a farm of 
four hundred acres. He has just harvested over 
one hundred tons of hay. The barns are well 
packed. Mr. Taplin is a hard worker and doesn’t 
depend on providence for anything that he gets. 
After the lecture I took supper with Mr. Cook, and 
spent about half an hour trying to get acquainted 
with his numerous family. We returned to Neills- 
ville in time for the evening lecture at that place. 
I had a busy Sunday, and was on the :go from 
morning until night. 

Mr. S. C. Boardman, who arranged for the lec- 
tures at Neillsville, is a veteran of Freethought, and 
one of the earliest settlers of this country. He 
came to Neillsville in 1856, when there was but one 
house here, and has remained ever. since through 
varied fortunes, and been true to his colors. He 
has seen the whole country change from a wilder- 
ness to its present prosperity. 

Mr. R. Dewhurst, one of the leading and wealthi- 
est citizens of the place, came here in 1858, and 
through an adventurous and activ career has won 
his fortune. He has taken the Investigator for 
thirty-six years, and is now also on the roll of Tux 
Teura Seeker. He is always ready to lend a hand. 
I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. W. W. 
Taplin, who are earnest Freethinkers, and their 
children also. His daughter is one of the teachers 
in the public schools, as is also Mr. Cook’s eldest 
daughter; but they stand for purely secular prin- 
ciples, and this does not seem to injure their stand- 
ing or success. The schools of Wisconsin are con- 
ducted on a pretty liberal plan. The religious 
services are disappearing. 

Among other stanch supporters of Liberalism at 
Neillsville are James Campbell, Carl Stany, William 
Burt, Philip Berg, who has always been an activ . 
worker; J. B. Jones, a fellow soldier of the Army of 
the Republic; C. A. Youmans, a cousin of the cele- 
brated E. L. Youmans, and a Freethinker both by 
blood and brain; C. C. Sniteman, J. H. Radan, 
William Hazlett, W. W. Woodward, G. A. Luding- 
ton, R. W. Canfield, and others. I could add fifty 
names if need be. Freethought is a power in this 
community, although it is somewhat latent, and not 
always ready to stand at the front for action; but 
it is certainly impervious to the attacks of the 
church. An attempt was made to stop base-ball 
playing on Sunday, but it was an ignominious fail- 
ure. The people by a large majority would not 
submit to it; and the movers in the prosecution, | 
with tears and apologies, retreated to “innocuous 
desuetude.” 

I shall probably visit Neillsville and Greenwood 
again this winter, and carry on the campaign which 
so far has been so generously supported. It fills 
one with hope to greet so many friends, and to feel 
that the atmosphere about you is impregnated with 
Freathought, and that the shadow of orthodoxy is 
on the wane. In some places orthodoxy is like a 
black cloud, and weighs on one like an incubus; 
but here it seems to be penetrated and flooded with 
the rays of the coming day. In material prosperity 
as well as in intellectual culture, Neillaville is one 
of the happy portions of this planet. 

Whitehall is abuut forty-four miles from Neills- 
ville, a county seat, like Neillsville, of five hundred 
inhabitants. It is situated in the same kind of 
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clearings and rolling hills, which giv a delightful 
variety to the landscape. The smoke hangs about 
so thicklv that I hav no chance to take a general 
view. Night-watchmen are now appointed to look 
out for the fires. 

There is a good Liberal element at Whitehall 
and the surrounding towns. Blair, Independence, 
etc., send a fair delegation to the lectures. I giv 
three, and the hall is full every night. The minis- 
‘ters come and take notes; but I cannot get them 
to take the platform. I suppose. they will answer 
after I get away. 
` The lectures hav made a good opening, I think, 
for future work, although it is the same here as else- 
where. Many of the Liberals are indifferent. 

Still there are some earnest workers. Charles A. 
Ecker arranged with me for the lectures. His name 
has already appeared among the correspondents of 
Tre Truru Seeker, and he is devoted to the cause, 
knowing by experience what the dark shadows of 
orthodoxy are. His brother, Irvin H. Ecker, studied 
in early life for the ministry, but the preparatory 
reading of the Bible made him an Infidel, and he 
has ever since been true to his convictions, and 
chosen the hard way of the pioneer instead of the 
flowery path of conformitv. He is well posted in 
the facts and principles of Freethought, is a student 
and writer, and I found great pleasure in my ac- 
quaintance with him, which I am sure will make a 
life-long friendship. Capt. C. E. Scott, a soldier 
comrade, introduced me the first evening, and Mr. 
_ J.D. Olds the second and third evenings, and these 

are stanch representativs of our cause. Mr. B. F. 
Wing is another old-time Liberal whom I was glad 
to meet, who is one of our generous supporters 
here; also F. W. Farrington, of Arcadia, a culti- 
vated Freethinker. Dr. Bodom of Blair, J. D. 
Pratt, M. F. Whitney, E. S. Hotchkiss, S. E. Cook, 
and F. E. Shappie of Independence attended the 
lectures and aided the funds. I cannot mention all 
the friends of Whitehall, there are so many. Among 
them, however, are L. H. Whitney, L. L. Solsrud, 
senior and junior, A. W. Bensend, W. S. Kidder, 
James Larson, etc. My work at Whitehall has been 
most encouraging. It shows that the world is pro- 
gressing. A beginning has been made auspicious 
of the days to come. wer 

Il make along jump from here to Fargo, N. D. 
This is one of the difficulties of our Freethought 
work—that we hav to span such immense spaces to 
reach our different fields of labor. But this must 
be done until we are better organized and can ar- 
range for lectures with less labor and travel. Un- 
doubtedly there are many places between here and 
Fargo where I could lecture, but the Liberals hav 
not moved in the matter and I must pass them by. 
I hope, however, that during the coming fall and 
winter Liberals will make an effort for work in their 
vicinity. , 

I shall return to Chicago in September and de- 
vote myself to the joint congress to be held in 
October. I feel that we can hav a great gathering 
if we only try. These “national encampments” 
are just as necessary to our movement as to other 
great organizations. It givs a new impetus and 
ampler power for meeting the important issues 
presented throughout the country, and concerning 
which there must be a union of our forces. Come 
to the October congress. Samus P. Pornam. 


country as Neillsville; heavily wooded, with 


Observations. 


Last Monday morning’s papers announced, with 
„a unanimity quite remarkable as a coincidence, that 
the Wilson tariff bill as revised by the Senate was 
doomed, for the House would never agree to it. At 
the same time enormous transactions in sugar Were 
reported. Monday evening’s papers brought the 
news that the House had surrendered, and purchas- 
ers of sugar made twenty-five per cent or so on 
their investments in twenty-four hours. The bill 
as passed will be worth, it is claimed, forty million 
dollars annually to the sugar trust, while the iron 
kings and coal barons are similarly favored. I ex- 
pect that the congressmen who voted for these 
measures hav been amply remunerated. I hope so. 
The gravity of an offense is often mitigated by the 
circumstance that the temptation was great. Let 
us giv the accused the benefit of the doubt. : 


When the House of Representativs had the army 
and navy appropriation bil under consideration, 
the appropriators incorporated in it an item of 
$25,000 for the purchase of a gun of English man- 
ufacture to please the boys at Annapolis. A mem- 


ber objected that $25,000 was a big price for a gun, |. 


whereupon the mover of the resolution explained 
that the actual cost was but $14,000. "The object- 
ng member then inquired what the extra appropria- 
tion of $11,000 was for, and the mover said it was 
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to pay the duty on the imported weapon. “Oh,” | this purpose is elaborate, being. nothing less than 


said the other; “it is all right then, and I will vote 
for the item. But I thought that the foreigner 
paid the duty.” Then there was an audible hush 


in that part of the house occupied by Brother 
McKinley’s cuckoos. 


‘Monsignor Satolli, the American pope, has put 
the stamp of his disapproval on the liquor business, 
and the Catholic dealers are threatened with dire 
penalties unless they quit it. They will not be ad- 
mitted to Catholic societies, absolution will be with- 
held, and they cannot be buried in consecrated 
ground. The liquor men generally regard the 
order as a bluff, and there is no record that any of 
them has seriously thought of obeying it. They 
can get along without the church better than the 
church can get along without them. Their places 
of business are systematically worked by the beg- 
ging sisterhood, who reap a good harvest from their 
customers, and the church poor box stands along- 
side the nickel-in-the-slot machine. The priests, 


may be, hav been taking lessons of the policemen ;_ 


and as those guardians of the peace use the law to 
extort blackmail from liquor sellers and dive keep- 
ers, 80 the guardians of souis will use Satolli’s de- 
cree as a handle wherewith to pump larger contri- 
butions from the same classes. 


Mr. Charles Watts, Tax Trota Srxkz&'s London 


‘correspondent, takes occasion to call down an 


English bishop who avers that the prohibition of 
open picture-galleries on Sunday, also of marriage 
with a deceased wife’s sister, was established in 
Eden. I judge that the bishop has been misunder- 
stood. It was doubtless living pictures to which 
he referred, as, according to the account, Adam and 
Eve were the first to giv an exhibition of that char- 
acter. The prohibition is implied rather than stated, 
but the discoverers of Bible temperance should hav 
no trouble in finding it. It is easy, too, to see that 


the Bible condemns marriage with a deceased wife’s. 


sister. Everybody is familiar with the command 
making marriage with a deceased brother’s wife 
compulsory, whether the survivor be already married 
or not, but nobody obeys it, which implies that be- 
lievers do not think the author of the Bible meant 
what he said. If, then, he did not mean what he 
said, we are bound to conclude that he did mean 
what he didn't say. Hence, brethren, marriage 
with a deceased wife's sister is unscriptural. “Phe 
prohibition was intended as a penalty which the 
citizen incurs by not marrying the sister in the first 
place. , 

Some years ago readers of the New York Sun 
noted with disgust, though without surprise, that 
that journal had suddenly become the organ of the 
Catholic church. Whether for the same reason it 
also became the champion of Tammany Hall, or 
whether, being the champion of Tammany, it must 
of necessity turn Catholic, the public doesn’t know. 
The bargain was not advertised. To the non- 
Catholic reader, the Sun has apparently kept its 
contract, but there are indications that the church 
is not satisfied. The Sun does not denounce the 
American Protectiv Association as the editor of the 
Catholic Review thinks it should, and the editor of 
the Review is now engaged in prodding Mr. Dana. 
“The Sun,” he says, with significant “ahs” and 
* wells" *has always been largely read by Catho- 
lices ”—a hint that it will be no longer so patronized 
unless an improvement on the A. P. A. question is 
noted. “The course of the Sun,” continues the 
Review, “has been decidedly ‘erratic of late.” No 
allusion is made to'a dozen other papers, the 
policy of which has been the same as that of the 
one criticised. The editor of the Review has a 
weakness for letting out things that the public has 
no business to know, but he always shuts himself 
up with a cork when further elaboration of the sub- 
ject is called for. He probably couldn’t be induced 
to tell where he got his authority for scolding the 
Sun in a column editorial ostensibly written to 
flatter the Zimes. Not at his instance shall the 
nigger in the wood pile further emerge. I hope to 
see the merry jaw go on to an open rupture. As 
one who has for many years read the Sun in pur- 
suance of a habit formed when it was worth read- 
ing, I should be pleased to note the departure from 
its columns of that Jesuitry, now so conspicuous, 
which has tainted its news with falsehood, reduced 
its editorial opinions to echoes from the Vatican, 
destroyed its influence for good, and left it a polit- 
ical outcast—a disrespected follower of Corri- 
gan and Tammany Hall. 


The bomb-throwing Anarchists hav achieved a 
new distinction, the United States Senate having 
passed a bill providing especially for their exclusion 
from this country. The machinery proposed for 


the stationing of United States inspectors at foreign 
ports to watch passenger lists and to examin all in- 
tended immigrants as to their political views. It will 
create soft berths for a big body of deputies and 


help dispose of any treasury surplus that may 


occur. The bomb throwers themselvs should feel 
flattered by being thus segregated from other 
criminals. It increases their political stature to be 
specially legislated against. They will also hava 
grievance, and they will inquire why & government 
should discriminate against such insignificant 
foreign cutthroats as themselvs, and at the same 
time enter into treaty relations with the czar of 
Russia. Their record is quite brief and their 
operations very limited, while the czar has main- 
tained for years a slaughter-house to which the 
average American, exercising the liberty he has 
been accustomed to at home. would be summarily 
consigned. As I look at it, the United States gov- 
ernment is unnecessarily perturbed. Its jails are 
capacious, hemp is cheap, and the activity of the 
police in apprehending suspected persons is as great 
as could be desired. We also hav a force of dog- 
catchers, skilled in throwing the rope, together with 
cages so arranged that they may be lowered from a- 
derrick into the river. Then we hav a public senti- 


‘ment which would not allow a jury to leave their 


seats in order either to convict a dynamiter or to 
acquit 9 citizen who should hav the good luck to 
break the neck of a bomb-thrower. Primitiv jus- 
tice, I think, would be more effectiv in these cases 
than federal laws, as witness the disrepute into 
which horsestealing in the West has fallen. Citi- 
zens could consistently exterminate train-wreckers, 
incendiaries, and practical “ Anarchists,” but a gov- 
ernment which conspires with Russia to take life 
by means more atrocious than those adopted by 
either of the three classes of criminals named might 
be charged with inconsistency in legislating against 
them. 

. While a rattled community is demanding more 
stringent laws against promiscuous homicides, the 
work of training the youth. of the country in the 
art of killing one another systematically goes 
steadily on under the encouragement of church and 
state. “During the past few years,” observes a 
New York daily, “both Catholics and Protestants 
hav organized the boys under instruction in their 
Sunday and parochial schools for military drill, and 
the number of youth now included in these com- 
panies and brigades aggregates many thousands in 
this city alone!” The propriety of so uniting the 
church and the army is defended on the ground 
that patriotism is thus “linked with religious faith 
and devotion"—in other words, such homicidal 
tendency as the handling of deadly weapons may 
develop is to be stimulated by religious fanaticism. 
The further plea is made by the politicians that by 
this means the country will hav ready at hand a 
force to put down, in an emergency, the “ enemies 
of society ;” and so the drilling goes on in the face 
of the fact that the society that supports the largest 
army has the most enemies, while the least military 
country has fewest disturbers of order. 

Everybody has stopped looking to the church for 
anything that could be mistaken for consistency, 
or it might be asked how Christians who regard 
Christ, with his “Peace on earth,” otherwise than 
as a visionary crank can organize their youth for 
war. The secret is that by-meanc of the military 
drill the churches are enabled to attract to their 
Sunday-schools thousands of boys who would not 
attend for the sake of religious “instruction.” 
These churches make fighters of the boys in order 
to get their pennies to use in spreading the gospel 
of peace. If anybody can find in such an arrange- 
ment any place for the introduction of patriotism, I 
would like to hav them indicate the precise spot 
where it comes in. ° 

But the politicians, if not the churches, it may be 
said, are inspired by patriotism. Not to any alarm- 
ing extent. The recent debate in Congress on the 
army appropriation bill left co shadow of doubt 
where the interest of the patriots is centered. For 
each college and school a military instructor is to 
be detailed. Sucha detail is regarded as a “ plum,” 
and plums are the coin in which Congressmen pay 
their political debts. Gro. E. Macponatp. 


ee ee, 

Mrs. Lois Waisbroker, editor and publisher of 
Foundation Principles, Topeka, Kansas, was ar- 
rested on August 2d at the instigation of R. M. 
McAfee, postal inspector and agent of Comstock’s 
society for the alleged suppression of vice. Taken 
before United States Commissioner Mileham, Mrs. 
Waisbroker waived examination and was released 
in bonds of $300. We are not advised what the 


offending publication was in this instance. 
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the most of the opportunity, I hav long 
wondered if, on a test, the Bible eould not 
be excluded from the mails. I will try to 
bring the case before the public here, 
through the local press; but the papers 
sometimes reject my contributions when 
there is much Freethought in them. 
Awaiting further advice in next week's 
paper, am Yours truly, S. S. Bryan. 
P.S.—The Times-Democrat, the leading 
paper here, ia getting more liberal. It 


church property of every description, and 
ministers the same as others. That candi- 
date will surely be elected. There is no 
doubt of it ; seven-tenths of the voters and 
tax-payers in the state heartily wish such a 
law was now in existence, and will vote for 
the one pledged for the creation of such a 
law. Even churchmen, nearly all of them, 
own that such exemption is wrong. It isa 
wonder that the large majority of tax-pay. - 
ers hav so long submitted to the burden 


The Unjust Went Dry This Time. 

GrsBow, Nx&., Aug..1, 1804. 
Mr. Eprror: A trial of Christian faith 
.and God's verity was lately made near 
here with the following result. Our 
country—this state—is dried up and crops 
are ruined. Christians hav been praying 
for rain, but no rain comes. In School 
District No. 22 the residents use the school 
bouse for church purposes. On last Sun- 


Letters of Rrionds. 


Comrades, After All. 
.  Bmooxnzs, Ñ. Y., July 27, 1894. 
Mr. Eprtor: I see that our worthy 
friend, John Peck, is as right us a trivet 
on the tariff, however unsound he may be 
on the financial question. E. O. Bosco. 


Truth Tersely Stated. 
Sr, Nicponas, PA., July 30, 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3 to 


day 8 certain preacher stated that the rea- 
son for the drouth was that so many Infi- 
dels and ungodly men lived here, and he 
made particular and wrathful allusion to 


ligious persecution” by which a Tennes- 
seean was imprisoned for working on 


recently editorially condemned the. ‘‘re- 


renew my subscription to Tur TROTH 


Surker, and I would say that I am sorry 
Í could not remit it sooner, as I know 
such journals as Toe TROTH SEEKER never 
hav the financial aid and support they 
ought to hav, and such as Jess worthy pa- 


pers enjoy. With best regards, 
R. B. Pzarr. 


' War Is Declared, Sure Enough. 
VINELAND, N. J., Aug. 1, 1894. 


Mr. Eprron: I am glad to see you hav 
That book must 


Jaid siege to the Bible. 
be put aside before the humau race can 
ever be what it should he. It has false- 
hoods, and is vulgar and obscene, and to 
call it God’s word is blasphemous. All 
those that read with sound brains in their 
head pronounce it the filthiest book ever 
read. Read Gen. xxxviii, and scores of 
like crumbs, Then tell us what worse 
ever came from the slums, Amen! Selah! 
J. Hacker. 


Hear, Hear! 

Laminz, Mo., July 24, 1894. 
Mr. Enpiron: Inelosed find $2, to be 
placed to my credit on subscription to 
Tux Trorn SERKER, the best paper I know 
of. Some of your subscribers seem to 
be displeased with the political discussion 
going on through Tur TRUTH SERKER. 
For my part I think there is as much need 
of a reform in politics as anything else, 
and T insist that a reform in that direction 
can be brought about only through the 
Freethought element. If they fail, down 

goes American liberty. A. J. Briaes. 


We Guessed It. 
Pawrvoxrzr, R. I., Aug. 7, 1894. 

Mn. Eprtor: I find in your issue of July 
21st the query, ** What does the Catholic 
Review mean?” I reply that it has simply 
let the cat out of the bag. Your idea is 
quite correct. Where she is weak she 
cries out for ‘‘freedom of conscience;” 
but where she is strong, the Roman Cath- 
olic church will crush the life out of any 
and all othe” churches. The history of 
the world is here to prove it, and that is 
why the Roman Oatholic church, its 
monks and nuns, hav been driven out by 
thirty-nine different European powers 
after causing revolutions and destruction, 
and leaving death and desolation behind 
them. . , 

I am sorry to see this great, good, 
bright. and ‘oo generous people duped by 
that same sect. The day is coming when 
you will see how much the allegiance given 
to the United States amounts to in com- 
parison with that owned to the Pope by a 
Roman Catholie. . Respectfully, 1094. 


Doing His $ Share. 


Grarton, W. Va., July 24, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav been a reader of 
your esteemed paper for several years and 
a subscriber for one year, and must say 
that in general it meets my views better 
than any other paper or periodical I ever 
read—and I hav read many in my time. I 
throw none of the copies of if away, but 
send them out fo do missionary work. I 
hav the satisfaction of securing one con- 
vert, and several others are almost per- 
suaded. Missionary work is badly needed 
in this place. There are ten churches 
among a population of scarcely four thou- 
sand. What a heavy tax it must be to 
maintain such a lot of drones, and what a 
protest would be heard if a similar amount 
was raised by authority of the state or 
federal government! 

Inelosed please find $1, which apply on 
my snbseription. Next week I will send 
you the cash for my friend's subscription 
and my own for one year and ** Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought.” 

Your friend and well-wisher, 
PETER LAMBRECHT. 


was answered. But lo, the inscrutable 
ways of Providence! The rainfall was 


very limited, and the central part of it fell 


copiously on the land of John M. Bayley, 
and gave the reverend god-man but a 
dry sprinkle. I should hav stated that 
the preacher owns 8 farm in this neigh- 
borhood and was therefore personally in- 
terested in the rain. Was this a sign from 
the Lord, like the dew on the fleece of 
wool, that he ja no respecter of persons, 
and that he sends the rain upon the just 
and the unjust? C. PUTNAM. 


An Exotic Mayor. 
Rep Jaoxer, Mirca., July 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: On the 16th of this month 
I rented the public opera hall for S. P. 
Putnam to deliver Freethought lectures in. 
The next day the mayor came to me and 
said, You cannot hav the hall for such 
purpose. My goodness" he said, ‘that 
man is an Infidel.” 

The mayor should hav heard the first 
lecture, ‘‘The Rights of Mau." He might 
thus hay learned the meaning of true re- 
publicanism, of true democracy, provided 
that intelligence could hav been imparted 
short of a surgical operation. He is a 
transplant from Canada, and has not be- 
come entirely assimilated to this republi- 
can form of government. He should learn 
that the public opera house belongs to the 
people, equallyas much as the public roads. 
or post-office, With the prerogativs he has 
assumed, he should not hav allowed Mr. 
Putnam to step from the cars upon the 
public highways, and in order to liv up to 
his convictions the mayor should not hav 
permitted Mr. Putnam to meander to the 
hotel. He prevented Mr. Putnam from 
speaking in the public opera hall, and with 
equal success prevented $45 from going 
into the publie treasury—all on the as- 
sumption that Christianity is the father of 
all morality and virtue and progress, and 
of this most splendid government of equal- 
ity, liberty, and justice; butif the assump- 
tion is true, why are some Ohristians so 
narrow and illiberal? Selfishness is not a 
virtue. 'To deprive another of liberty is 


immoral, and to assume authority the peo- 


ple hav not delegated is unjust. 

Mr. Putnam gave three splendid lectures 
and left many warm friends in this neck of 
the woods. The way will be much easier 
for the next Freethought lecturer. 

C. H. Onasz. 


Hardly Practicable. 


New ORLEANS, LA., Aug. 4, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: The August 4th number 


has just come to hand. Asa member of 


the Letter- Writing Corps I hav mailed my 
missiv to Attorney-General Olney on the 
J. B. Wise matter. I wonder how many 
are in the corps. 

Noting the remarks of E, B. Foote, Jr., 
secretary of the National Defense Asso- 
ciation, I venture to make some sugges- 
tions. Of course Liberals should come to 
the rescue of the persecuted one, and I 
promis $5 if not more; but is this not an 
opportune time to carry the war into 
Africa by adopting Ool. W. H. Burr’s sug- 
gestion, to indict the American Bible 
Society? It would be a blessing to the 
world if the circulation of that filthy mon- 
strosity, the Bible, could be stopped. For 
this offensiv move I would be one of fifty 


never heard of the National Defense As- 
sociation before, as I but recently had the 


ranks, so that I don’t know what has been 


one John M. Bavley, an outspoken Infi- 
del; but well-to-do farmer, who livs in 
that neighborhood Then this man of 
God got down on his knees and prayed 
vehemently and vociferously for rain. On 
the Monday night following his prayer 


or twenty to contribute $50 each. I 


pleasure of getting into the Freethinkers’ 


done in this way before. We should make 


Sunday; it even started a subscription for 
his relief. S. 8. B. 
[Referring to the proposition to indict 
the American Bible Society (which, by 
the way, was not Colonel Burr's) we 
would sav that whatever benefit might 
inure to the cause of Freethought through 
the calling of public attention in the 
manner indicated by our correspondent to 
the dangers menacing freedom of press 
and mails would b» likely to be more than 
counterbalanced by the odium which 
would attach to any attempt to stop by 
law the circulation of the Bible. However 
desirable it might be to weau the world 
from its stupid reverence for that book, it 
would scarcely be advisable to attack it in 
the way indicated. Liberals know that 


the legal prosecution of a book is the 


surest way to increase its circulation, and 


-į no argument is needed to convince a 


Rationalist that false ideas are eliminated 
only wheu true ideas are born in the 
brain? Freethinkers do not desire to 
wield the sword of proscription which the 
church has made the scourge of the race. 
Had the church never resorted to force to 
compel acceptance of her creeds or to stop 
the dissemination of books repugnant to 
her we should not regard her to-day as the 
worst enemy of liberty and justice. We 
are scarcely anxious to wear her mantle or 
to become the incarnation of her spirit. 
If the educated minds of the world no 
longer accept the Bible as the word of 
God, force has not emancipated them, but 
Science and Reason. Better explain the 
Bible rather thau legislate against it. If 
the Ohristians like the book as it is, and 
want to swallow it whole, we will not send 
the sheriff to take it away from them. 
They are at liberty to dine with Ezekiel 
and to sit upon the wall with the men to 
whom Rabshakeh was sent. —Ep. T. 8.] . 


The Work of Secularization. 
Hamruron, N. Y., July 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: During many years I hav 
noticed the efforts of many religious lead- 
ers of this country to get laws enacted that 
would sustain the orthodox religion. The 
church power is thoroughly organized and 
is brought into action to bring about that 
result, and they hav hope of success, and at 
times it seems they hav reason for that 
hope. The Secularists of the country hav 
fora long time insisted upon nine demands, 
but hav not as yet obtained one of them. 
Ilong since thought the Secularists ouzht 
to unite and obtain one demand ata time, 
and after getting one try for another, for 
after getting one it will be easier to get the 


next; and I would suggest that the first 


effort be to get the legislature of our state 
to pass a law taxing all church property 


.| and also taxing all ministers the same as 


all other people, exempting no one on ac- 
count of his religious views or professions. 

To accomplish this desirable end, the 
first thing to do is to begin at our primary 
political meetings. When we hav our 
caucus meetings. to send a delegate to 
county conventions to nominate assembly- 
men, hav nominated none but those who 
will be pledged to use all lawful, honorable 
means for the passage of a law taxing all 
church property in this state ; and the one 
so nominated and so pledged will be sure 
to be elected. It wil? make little differ. 
ence to which political party the nominee 
belongs. All parties will be anxious for 
his election, for nearly all the tax-payers 
wish such a law wasin existence. Liberals 
must unite in this way if they ever expect 
to get what they demand. 

It is one of the worst features in our 
state laws to exempt from taxation so many 
millions. Many are now offering them- 
selva as candidates for nomination as as- 
semblymen. Let such aspirants declare in 
advance that if they are nominated and 
elected they will vote for a law taxing 


they hav carried on their shoulders when 
it could hav been so easily. thrown off, 

The time is near when our assembly will 
be selected for the coming term, so let the 
tax-payers look about and select the right 
sort of man and put him in nomination, 
Hav & man nominated on this issue. Such 
nominee will be sure to be elected. 

If voters will unite and orgauize and act 
with determination, a law would be passed 


‘during the next legislature taxing many 


millions of now untaxed property. Prop- 
erty that has no right to be exempted has 
escaped taxation too long. à 

When such is the law of this state it soon 
will be the law of other states; for, strange 
as it may appear, such injustice in taxation 
exists in nearly all the other states. "When 
equity prevails in taxation, people will not 
be so afraid to see the' tax collector after 
taxes as they long hav been. I hope others 
willtake up this matter and agitate this 


subject until justice and relief are obtained. 
Then after the sittings of the board of 


supervisors are had, and their taxes are 
found to be so much less thau usual, many 
will inquire the reason, and when they 
realize the cause they will be astonished 
that they and their ancestors were so long 
fooled into carrying such a burden so many 
centuries for the benefit of. so few when it 
could so easily be thrown off. 
i OARLTON Riog. 


Mortuary —Mrs. Annie K. Miller. 


PORTLAND, On., July 24, 1894. 
Drep, June 19, m.m. 294, Aunie K. Mil- 


ler, wife of Mr. P. H. Miller, of Canby, 


Or., aged forty-two. years, two months, 
and fourteen days. A husband, eight 
children, and many friends mourn her 
death. a - 

Mr. Evrror: Mrs. Miller, though at one 
time a stanch Oatholic, was at the time of 
her death a Secularist, and with her hus- 
band enjoyed the gospel as preached by 


Tue Trore Seeker. In thé presence of a 


large concourse of friends, I delivered the 
following address: 


Though I am sure that. words are in- 
adequate to dispel your grief at the loss of 
a loving wife and mother and friend, vet 
it is well before giving back to earth her 
lifeless form, now before us, to meditate 
for a few moments upon the splendid ex- 
amples of her noble life, her energy, her 
devotion, and her steadfastness to truth 
and to right. It is well to ask, ‘‘Is there 
not, through all the clouds of gloom which 


| now seem to hang so closely over your 


lives, an occasional break revealing sun- 
shine and happiness?" : 

Nearly two score years is 8 long time in 
which to scatter seeds of kindness. ` It is a 
long time in which to inspire others with 
courage. It is a long time in which to 
labor in love for those near and dear. It 
is a long time in which to be industrious, 
true and helpful to others. And all these 
can truly be said of her who is now cold in 
death. She has lived to help make. the 
world better than she found it. She has 
lived to stand at the side of a devoted hus- 
band, and together they built a happy 
home for their sons and daughters. Yes, 
yes, sadly will she be missed, but the good 
sense, the earnestness, the tender affection 
for the living which were characteristic of 
this mother hav all left their impress upon 
this family. They will be sensible in all 
their troubles. Their mother’s love will 
be their guide and shield in every act. It 
will make them brave and true as she was. 

We love the memory of this exemplary 
mother because she understood what love 
meant; because she shed tears of pity for 
the oppressed; because her mind was free 
from barbarous creeds; because her relig- 
ion was **to do good.” We love her be- 
cause, side by side with her husband, she 
stood upon the platform of truth and 
reason. and worked for the gospel of this 
world. That is why I say she has left this 
world better than she found it. Every 
kind act, every gentle word, everv tender 
smile, makes some one better and happier. 
and our precious dead has freely bestowed 
all these on those whom she knew. 

I did not hav the pleasure of a personal 
acquaintance with this tender mother, but 
a mutual friend who informed me of her 
death said, ‘‘Another splendid woman 
gone.” It istrue that she is gone, to be 


resolved back into the elements from 
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internal resources of the country, as it had lof the reader to the great changes which 


whence she came; but her kindness, her 
firmness, her gentleness, her devotion are 
not gone; they sfill. exist, still survive, in 
the love and fond memories of husband, 
children, aud friends. 

Whether she exists as an individual 
entity; whether, beyond the dark river of 
death, her ship of life still sails; whether 
she is cognizant of these last sad rites, we 
do not know; but within toe heart and 
mind of each one of us is spanned the arch 
of a hope for conscious immortality. 

Dear friends, it will perhaps lessen your 
sorrow when you. think that you are not 
alone in your grief. Not a-day, not an 
hour, but death gently closes the eyes and 
blows out the breath of some loved one. 
Tiny babes, as beautiful as the dew-kissed 


rose; youth in all its innocence and purity; 


strong manhood and strong young woman- 


hood, just awakening to the realities of 
life; fathers whose deaths mean anguish and 


suffering to those who depended on them; 


mothers whose children will not hav even 


a father’s care; grandfathers and grand- 


_mothers bowed with the weight of years— 
all of these each day are silently crossing 
the great river of death and are leaving 


loved ones to weep and mourn as you now 
mourn. 
The same messenger who has entered 


your home and beckoned the suffering 


mother to follow, each year enters thou- 
Sands of homes. 


it has saddened the lives of others. And 


while you and we are bereaved, while our.. 
hearts are breaking, while tears fill our 
eyes, yet we know we cannot reach the de- , 


parted one. 

With her all is well, 
that death bodes evil. 
and death are essential conditions. 


We hav no fear 


We 


see life and death, organization and de- 
One is but 


composition, on every side. 


the natural result of the other. Let us, 


then, endeavor to look upon death as a 


simple condition—nothing to be dreaded, 
nothing to be feared. Where intelligence 


is, there the future is not filled with fear 
and cruel demons do not hover around the 


coffin of loved ones. 


Though the sanshine of your home has 
been shadowed, yet it must not obscure 
Gather strength and 


the star of hope. 
courage from the thought that the lovin 
wife and mother is free from all pain, an 
that since she is transplanted beyond your 
care, your help, you will giv your time 
and strength not only to the treasures that 
ara left vou, but also to better the condi- 
tious uf sta 7 n30ple—not only those who 
are born, bus those who are yet to come, 

I know this is & sad blow for you all. 
Time alone will lessen your suffering, but 
Iam sure that memory of this dear one 
will make us all gentler, kinder, and more 
willing to help one annther. 

On, there is still so much for us to liv 
for, so much for us to do So let us honor 
the memory of this-wife and mother, not 


by lamenations and tears, but by acts 


tender and true, by generous deeds, by 
noble impulses. 

With gentle hands we will giv back to 
mother earth this atom from the eternal 
universe, while we who are left behind go 
on with life's work, piucking the thorns of 
misfortune and want and de:pair from 
humanity’s path and cultivating the per- 
fumed flowers of hope and love. 

A mass of beautiful flowers in wreaths 
and bouquets were sent by those who 
knew and loved our friend. At the grave 
the exercises closed with the following 
words: 

The record of a generous life, vinelike, 
Runs round the memory of our dead, 
And every sweet, unselfish act 

Is now a perfumed flower. 


Upon the peaceful shore of death 

The sea of trouble casts no wave. 

Eves curtained with the everlasting dark 

Will never know again the burning touch 
of tenrs. 

Lips sealed with eternal silence 

Will never speak again the broken words 
of grief, . 

Within the tomb no veiled and -weeping 
sorrow sits. 

And in its gloom is crouched no shudder- 
ing fear, 

And so we leave our dead 

Where nature leaves them; 

We love, we wait, we hope. 


Katie Keno SurTH. 


The God of Moses. 
[cononuDED.] 
Raro River, Mion., July 16, 1894, 

Mr. Eptror: In considering this sub- 
ject it is well to remember that the Persians 
were a very bigoted race, looking upon 
themselvs a8 God’s peculiar people, and 
believing that all the nations of the earth 
would become one in religionand rule, and 
that religion and rule would be Persian, 
and they had been trained in this belief, 
from generation to generation, for hun- 
dreds, perhaps thousands of years. Now, 
when their long-cherished dream must hay 


It has made you sad, as 


We know that life 


seemed to them on the eve of realization, 
the utter absurdity of supposing they 
would assist a captiv race to rear a temple 
to another god begins to dawn on us. 
There is no doubt that the rulers and 
priests who superintended the Jerusalem 
mission were Persians, and the history of 
Persia would be their history, and the little 
tributary tribe who had lived there before 
would be no more to them than Chippewa 
Indians to United States citizens. Those 
who became converts to their religion. 
would be admitted to the colony, and as 
religion: of some kind is a necessity to an 
ignorant, superstitious peovle, and the 
gods and religions of these Syrian tribes 
would be destroyed in the general ruin, 
this would be a very successful mission. 
And if the power of Persia had remained 
unbroken it would eventually hav incor- 
porated all the scattered remnants of these 
old Syrian and Phenician tribes under 
one general government and religion, a 
new Persia. But when the. Grecians de- 
feated the Persians, and the Grecian army 
was marching toward Palestine, the rulers 
of: this colony, knowing the cruelty of 
Asiatic conquerors, would expect no mercy 
at the hands of the Grecians if they ac- 
knowledged themselvs Persians, and so to 
save their lives they passed themselvs off 
„as à remnant of this old Judean people, 
and: knowing that the Grecians were well 
informed in the history of all these tribes, 
all the incidents in the history of this Ju- 
dean tribe that they knew themselvs they 
interpolated into their own history, mak- 
ing the history of this little tributary tribe 
inconsistent and absurd, until we are forced 
to the conclusion that it is the history of 
the two peoples. In our opinion, after 
earefully reading this Jewish history, all 
the early history is Persian. . The descrip- 
tion Moses gave of the land; the descrip- 
tion, of the spies on their return of the 
wealth, civilization, and strength of the 
several different independent tribes or 
nations who inhabited it; the description 
of their numbers and power, in Joshua, 
during the butchery—all these descriptions 
might be applicable. to Persia before it 
was conquered by its present inhabitants, 
but could never hav been applicable to the 
little rocky strip of country called Pales- 
tine, as it is only one hundred and forty 
miles long and scarcely forty broad, cut 
up by ravines and rocky hills, a great deal 
of it good for nothing. The horde Moses 
is said to hav led to its borders would hay 
eaten everything eatable in the land in 
marching through it, and to hav remained 
in it would hav meant starvation, while Per- 
sia is a large fertil country and capable of 
maintaining an immense population. All 
this early history of the Persians would re- 
quire little alteration, excepting changing 
the names of places and persons, and the 
first attempt made to graft an incident in 
the history of the little Judean tribe on 
to the Persian is like trying to fit an inch 
pipe on to the thick end of London’s main 
sewer, 'lhisis the tribute-collecting tour 
made by Shishak, king of Egypt(1 Kings 
xiv, 22), in the fifth year of Rehoboam’s 
reign. That Shishak could enter Jerusa- 
lem without fighting a battle and take 
everything of value out of it, when its. 
king, Rehoboam, could hav raised an 
army large enough, if well generaled, to 
hav overrun half the world, forces us 
either to admit the double history, or dis- 
card the whole story as poorly written fic- 
tion, as it is more inconsistent and absurd 
than anything ever penned by a dime nov. 
elist. . 


From here to near the close of the Jew- 
ish history, it is an incomprehensible 
puzzle. Of course we are well aware that 
faith can remove mountains of lies by 
swallowing them whole, peaks and all, and 
we are likewise aware that, without lies, 
faith would die of starvation, as they are 
its natural food. But & reader without 
this glutton faith, with the capacious swal- 
low, finds these mountainous lies insur- 
mountable. What sane man can believe 
that this little strip of rocky country could 
raise two armies, one of 400,000 men, and 
the other 800,000 men, and that out of one 
army 500,000 men were slain in one day? 
(2 Chron. xiii.) What sane man believes 
that Jehoshsphat, on & small slice of this 
territory, kept & standing army nearly a 
million strong (2 Chron. xvii)? and this im- 
mense army had to be supported on the 


no seaboard, and the ships Jehoshaphat 
built must hav sailed the sea of Galilee, as 
he did not.hav access to-any other, and it, 
in comparison with some of our inland 
lakes, is only a frog puddle. As we near 
the time of Nebuchadnezzar the history 
becomes more Judean and. less Persian, 
but still the reader is far from being pre- 
pared for the final denouement, where 
all the ablebodied men fit for his army, 
found by Nebuchadnezzar throughout all 
the land, was seven thousand. And the 
reader can only ejaculate, Great Jerusa- 
lem, what a downcome! 


If we admit the double history, this is 
what we might expect, as of the early his- 
tory of this insignificant tribe little would 
be known, but as it approached its end the 
materials for manufacturing its history 
would become more plentiful, and all they 
knew of it they, would learu from the 
archives of Egypt aud Chaldea. And we 
believe this explains it all, and is all there 
is to it. It will no doubt be a terrible 
shock to the superstitious to learn that 
they hav deserted their god and are ador- 
ing their devil ; but we are determined to 
hew to the line, let the chips fall where 
they will.’ 

Bv reading the last two chapters of 
Second Kings, all honest readers will be 
satisfied that this Jerusalem tribe cannot 
be the people whose history is recorded in 
these books, as. some of our one-year old 
Western towns in the number of inhab- 
itants could hav discounted all the land. 
All honest readers will likewise be satisfied 
that no women were carried captiv to 
Babylon, excepting the mother and wives 
of Jehoachin, and they must hav been as 
prolific as Australian rabbits if their fami- 
lies numbered over forty thousand at the 
return from their captivity ; and as Jehoa- 
chin was kept in prison thirty-seven years, 
who was the father of these families? And 
we positivly assert that no women were 
earried captiv, except those mentioned, or 
it would hav been recorded, as the smallest 
article taken by either Nebuchadnezzar or 
hiscaptain Nebuzaradan, ismentioned, even 
to the brass snuffers and firepan. Besides, 
it is a well-authenticated historical fact that 
when any of these Asiatic scourges sacked 
city or land, as Nebuchadnezzar did these, 
the women became the prey of the invader’s 
army, and their miseries were soon ended. 
And any assertion that women (except 
those mentioned) were carried captiv to 
Babylon is a lie, told either ignorantly or 
knowingly, as there is nothing in the story 
to lead any one to suppose such a thing. 
A remnant of the feeble and diseased left 
by Nebuchadnezzar fled to Egypt, but 
whether they reached there or died by the 
way, they hav never been heard from. 

The books Ezra and Nehemiah are fic 
tion, and no doubt were written by the 
Persians residing in Jerusalem as props to 
the shaky history they had manufactured 
to save their lives ; and the Grecians must 
hav been approaching rapidly, as they bav 
evidently been written ina hurry. In the 
summing up of the sham census there is 
an error of several thousand, which with 
time to check .would not hav occurred. 
This alone would condemn the books, but 
several statements they make throw di: 
credit on them; we will call attention to 
only one, Neh. xiii. 23, 24, **In those days 
also saw I Jews that had married wives of 
Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab: and 
their children spake half in the speech of 
Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews’ 
language, but according to the language 


of each people.” If this is not nonsense, | 
what is? Half-breeds do not make a half: 


language, they talk the father’s language 
whole, or the mother’s language whole, 
sometimes both, and if these had spoken 
according to the language of each people, 
as one of the parents was a Jew, they 
would certainly hav spoken in the Jewish 
language. This makes it clear that several 
languages were spoken in this colony or 
mission, and had to be accounted for in 
some manner, and that it was gathered 
from all the surrounding tribes. It is only 
wasting time discussing these books, as the 
two last chapters of Kings prove them & 
fiction. And the Jewish return from cap- 
tivity, with all that rests thereon, must 


hay taken place in the religious beliefs of 
the people in the reign of King Hezekish. 
If the faiths of their forefathers had te- 
mained unshaken, to hav laid violent hands 
on their serpent god, the god bequeathed 
them by their founder, which had been 
held sacred for hundreds of years, would 
hav been looked upon by them as a sin of 
the most sacrilegious kind, and we may be 
certain some great religious reformer must 
hav arisen at this time and stamped his 
doctrins on the hearts and lives of the 
people, Without this, it would be ds un- 
intelligible to ns as the iniage-smasliing 
period of John Knox in Scotland with. the 
Reformation left out. And we believe 
Persia givs us the key to this, as sometinis 
during their career when settled in Per: 
sia, Zoroaster, a great religiotis reformer, 
changed the currents of their religious 
superstitions. 

And as the Greeks were a very inquisitiv 
people, some of them would know the doc- 
trins of Zoroaster as well as the priests, 
hence this silence about all which caused 
this religious revolution in the reign of 
Hezekiah, and they adopted the older 
ritual of worship, well knowing that the 
teachings of Zoroaster would hav betrayed 
their secret to the Greeks. And there is 
little doubt that the rough edges had been 
ground off this older ritual by Zoroaster 
and his priests to reconcile it with their own 
teachings, as we see. the advanced priests 
of the present day are still applying the 
emory. That their god was known by 
several pet names we cannot doubt, as wo 
see the Christ among our own superstitious 
people is the same, and that Jehovah was 
one of these seems certain, as it has an 
Aryan derivation; in this all philologists 
agree. All the fundamental beliefs of the 
Jews and Persians were identical, as read- 
ers can discover for themselvs by reading 
Bennett's ** Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times,” vol. ii., pp. 240-244. 
These books ought to be in every house in 
the land, as the information they contain 
is invaluable, and must hav taken long 
years and great patience and ability to 
collect, 

We will close this article by stating that 
as the Israelitish captivity, in Egypt has 
been so thoroughly exposed as fiction bv 
so many able writers, we hav refrained 
from mentioning it, And we hav no doubt 
if the exodus of the Persians from Aryan- 
ista is discovered, it will lay bare the 
source of the Jewish. Tom Waukrn 
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Rank Materialist, farmer, age 30, on the Pacific 
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care TRUTH NEEKER. 
Deut{dye Hrewdenlier-Biidjer. - 
Wir haben folgende Bücher in 
beut(djer Sprache, welche fehr berühmt find: 
s, Die Jrrthiimer Mofes,” 
Eine tritifhe Beleuchtung des Dentateud) im 
fidt der modernen Weltan: 


fhauung und Gefittung. 
bon Gol. 9t. ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weih und ihre Stellung aut 
Religion und Mirde am Ende 
des 19. Jahrhunderts. — 

von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 


“Moderne Gitterdimmerung, / 
bon Gal. 9t. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


„Wunder unb Wunderthater, ^ 
bon John Ped. Preis 20 Gente. 


` „Glaube und erunt, ^ 
ober LE BON SENS, 
des römifd-tatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. 
Aus dem Franzdfifehen übgrfegt von 
Fräulein Anna Rnoop, 

301 Seiten, Lcinmand, $1.00; Papier, 50 &ts. 
Diefe Bidher find in Papier-Umfdlag und 
flarem Drud. Unfere deut{dhen Lefer 
follten (te meit verbreiten. 


“Man adreffice, “The Truth Seeker,” 


j 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


take its place with the fairy tales and other | PRIESTLY CELIBACY EX PUSED 


illusions of our childhood. 
Before closing we will call the attention 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


The Poor Little Toe. 


* I am all tired ont," said the month with a pout, 
* T am all tired out with talk." 
"5 Just wait,” said the knee, “till you're as lame 
as can be, 
Aud then hav to walk—walk—walk.” 
“ Mv work,” said the hand, “is the hardest in the 
Jand.” 
" Nay, mine is harder yet," said the brain. 
“ When you toil,” said the eye, "as steadily as I, 
“ Why, then you'll hav reason to complain.” 


Then a voice faint and low of the poor little toe 
Spoke outin the dark with a wail: 
“Tt is seldom I complain, but you all will bear 
your pain ! 
With more patience if yon hearken to mv tale. 
I'm the youngest of five, and the others live and 
thrive, 
They are cared for and considered and admired. 
Iam overlooked and snubbed, I am pushed and 
rubbed. 
I am always sick and ailing, sore and tired. - 


“ Yet I carry all the weight of the body, small 
and great, | 
But no one ever praises what I do. 
Lam always in the way, and 'tis I who hav to pay 
For the folly and the pride of all of you.” 
Then the mouth and the brain and the hand said: 
^ "Tis plain, 
Though troubled be our lives with woe, 
The hardest lot of all does certainly befall 
The ponr little, humble little toe— 
The rubbed little, snubbed little toe.” 
— Eua Wheeler Wiicox. 


The Kansas Orphans’ Home. 


Situated just north of the city of Atchi- 
son, Kan., on one of the most command- 
ing points in Eastern Kansas, is the 
Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home, an institution 
to which every Kansan points with a feel- 
ing of pride. The Home was founded in 
1887, with Capt. John Pearson as super- 
intendent. The first children admitted to 
the institution arrived July 1, 1887, and at 
the end of the first fiscal year there were 
one hundred and five children in the 
Home—fifty-nine boys and forty-six girls. 
There are at present almost two hundred 
children in the institution. 

The present superintendent is Colonel 
Faulkner. He says that during his ad- 
ministration only one boy ran away that 
never returned. Only one child has died 
since Colonel Faulkner took charge, over 
six years ago, and that was a colored girl, 
who died with pneumonia. The children 
are naturally healthy, and everything 
combines to keep them in a healthy and 
robust eondition. They are trained to be 
very regular in their habits, having a reg- 
ular time for esting, sleeping, playing, 
bathing, and everything else. They are 
given a good wholesome diet, generally 
consisting of bread-and-butter, oat-meal, 
milk, onions, etc. Sometimes they are 
given a little mutton, and occasionally 
bacon. The location is a healthful one, 
which is another great advantage. One 
thing I forgot to mention is that the chil- 
dren are never allowed to drink tea or 
coffee, 

The building, which is a large four-story 
brick structure, is very neatly and con- 
veniently arranged. There are two large, 
spacious kitchens; two store rooms, in 
which provisions, dry goods, and all kinds 
of necessitiesare stored away; alarge dining 
room, containing twelve immense tables; 
two regular school-rooms and one kinder- 
garten; three tank rooms with big tanks 
which supply the water for general use; a 
uniform room, in which the boys keep 
their uniforms ; four dormitories ; several 
large bath rooms; 8 large play room for 
the boys, in which they indulge in games 
and pastimes during inclement weather ; 
the girls’ sitting room; several handsome 
parlors; the employees’ dining room; the 
superintendent’s private office and dining 
room; besides numerous closets, pantries, 
paint rooms, hallways, ete. Then there 
are the buildings outside—two good sized 
barns, one for horses, the otber for cows ; 
a hospital, which is rarely used; and 
a large shed-like structure, in which the 
children hay various entertainments and 
amusements. There are two fine wells, 
four cisterns, and several windmills on the 
place, besides an excellent spring. The 


Home is also provided with fourteen milk 
cows which during the past year produced 
about $826.65 worth of milk. The Home 
is situated on a one hundred and sixty acre 
tract of land, which is divided into eighty 
acres of timber and eighty acres of culti- 
vated land. The land is particularly 
adapted to the cultivation of fruit and pro- 
duce of all kinds. More than $1,000 worth 
of agricultural products are raised annu- 
ally. The soil is well adapted to timothy 
and clover and much hay is put up on the 
place Among the fruits raised may be 
mentioned the blackberry, strawberry, 
raspberry, gooseberry, plum, grape, apple, 
pear, etc. A great many evergreens and 
other ornamental shrubs add to the beauty 
of the place. 

The institution is provided with a library 
of at least one thousand volumes. It was 
named in honor of Col. John A. Martin, 
the brave Kansas soldier and statesman. 
Most of the books were donated by old 
soldiers, who take great pride and interest 
in the Home. The building is also 
equipped with a steam laundry, and ma- 
chinery for supplying the building with 
gas. Many other improvements are con- 


‘templated providing the legislature makes 


the necessary appropriations. 

There are only five colored children in 
the Home—one boy and four girls. The 
smallest child in the institution is little 
Melvin Nail, who is about five years of age. 
He is a very bright little chap and was& 
great favorit with the old soldiers at the 
Soldiers’ Home, where he used to stay be- 
fore he entered the Orphans’ Home. It 
is interesting to look into the girls’ sitting- 
room. You find them as busy as bees 
with their sewing and other work. Mrs. 
Faulkner, wife of the superintendent, is a 
very kind and hospitable woman, and the 
children fairly worship her. Whenever 
there is a public parade or demonstration 
in. Atchison the children of the Home 
always participate, and they make a splen- 
did showing. Picnics are often allowed 
the little ones in the fine grove near the 
Home, and they are occasionally taken 
away on fishing excursions. No pains are 
spared to make the children happy and 
contented at all times. They are taught 
to be patriotic, self-reliant, and industri- 
ous, and in fact there cannot be found in 
the country a more fitting example of the 
proper training of children than this Home 


affords. Grores J. REMSBURG. 
Atchison, Kan. 
Se 
Correspondence. 


CARLSBAD, CAL., July 18, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrxon AND CoRNERITES; It 
has been a long time since I wrote to the 
Corner, but as my last was printed it givs 
me courage to try it again. The good 
Christians here in this place are in a wran- 
gle over their church. he church in the 
first place was built by the townspeople— 
everybody donated something, money or 
work, and sometimes both, but after 
awhile the church goers got it in their 
names and then mortgaged it to some 
other denomination in another town above 
here. So they got notice to raise the 
price or they would take the church down. 
Well. of course they could not raise the 
necessary and they took it down. Now 
they are trying to take the organ and fur- 
niture, but that was bought after they had 
given the mortgage, and they say they will 
not giv it up. They hav it in a private 
building locked up, and.are going to law 
about it. Lot the good work go on. If 
they would get & mortgage on a few more, 
tear them down and not put them up 
again, we would hav a better country 
after awhile. The summer season has 
opened up here, but times are so hard 
there are not as many tourists as in years 
before. These are nice Democratic times. 

For fear of the waste basket, I will close. 

From your Liberal friend, 

CLINT CULVER. 

Provipence, July 30, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: As you are inter- 
ested in educational matters you may be 
glad. to hear that I hav been trying to 
gather up some of the loose ends of my 
education. I was four years old when I 
began to go to school. The school was 
kept by a maiden lady from Cape Cod. 
She put a primer into my hands, and I was 
told to study my lesson. It was about a 
little kid that stood on a box. ‘*Cana kid 
stand on the box? Yes; a kid can stand on 
& box.” I studied that kid well. I admired 
the grace and symmetry of his limbs, his 
bold and fearless pose, his large lustrous 
eyes; but when I espied the horns on his 
head, they appeared to my childish mind 
like a pair of battering rams sprouting 
from the top of his skull. My teacher 


called me up to recite. I read the lesson 
quite glibly and spelt kid all right.. ‘‘ And 
now, my little girl,” she inquired, giving 
me a friendly pat on the head, ‘‘can you 
spell box ?” ‘*Oh, yes,” I lisped, ‘‘I can 
spell that too, bok, box” ‘‘No,” said 
the teacher, ‘that is not right. I plainly 
see that you hav been looking at the. kid 
too much; now go to your seat and look at 
the box more and at the little word that 
spells it. Study hard, and you will get so 
you can spell it as readily as you can kid.” 
And my kind teacher, to further encour- 
age me, told me that Rome was not built 
in a day. I felt grateful so her for thas bit 
of information. Somehow it seemed to 
brace me up wonderfully, and I returned 
to my study of the kid on the box with re- 
newed interest. I had heard something of 
aman by the name of Julius Cæsar, that 
he was & Roman of the Romans, one of the 
mighty ones of the earth, & man that was 
greatly looked up to, and I wondered if 
Mr. Cæsar, when a little boy, had for his 
edification and instruction to study sa kid 
on & box. i 
“ Imperial Cæsar dead and turned to clay, 
Might stop a hole to keep the wind away.” 


I will say for Miss Baker that she was a 
kind and faithful teacher and tried very 
hard to teach the young ideas how to shoot. 

A little incident connected with my first 
term at school is still fresh in my memory. 
My mother had made me a pretty little 
sun-bonnet, trimmed it with ribbons and 
ruffles, so that it was a very tasty little 
affair. But I did not like to wear it. On 
my way to school I got into the habit of 
taking off my bonnet and throwing it down 
into the dirt and letting the cool breezes of 
heaven play over my heated brow. When 
it came to the knowledge of my mother, 
she took me and gave me a solemn spank- 
ing. I must hav been a terrible infant, a 
bold, defiant babe, and I was indiscreet 
enough to bawl out, **I don’t care for that, 
mother; I don'teare, vou did not make me 
sting any way." *''Very well," she said, 
** then I will repeat the dose," and she did 
so. The next time she made such a vigor- 
ous applieation of her slipper that I had 
no further remarks to ofter. I was a 
sadder and somewhat wiser child, and with 
anger in my heart and tears in my eyes, I 
went out and made & mud pie, my favorit 
amusement in days of yore. 

MrRIAM, 


How's This! 


We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward 
for any case of Catarrh that cannot be 
cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure, 

F.J. CHENEY &CO., Props., Toledo,O. 

We, the undersigned, have known F. J. 
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe 
him perfectly honorable in all business 
transactions and financially able to carry 
out any obligations made by their firm. 

West & Truax, Wholesale Druggists, 
Toledo, O. i 

WarnpiNG, Kinnan & Marvin, Wholesale 
Druggists, Toledo, O. 

Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally, 
acting directly upon the blood and mucous 
surfaces of the system. Price, 750., per 
bottle. Sold by all Druggists. Testimo- 
nials free. 


Orthodoxy vs, Evolution, 


A LECTURE 
By Daniel T. Ames. 


Orthodoxy and its falsity—Evolution and its 
truthfalnese, wonderfully and convincingly pre- 
sented in a nutshell. 

No liberal th:nker should fail to read it,  . 

Single copy postpaid, 15 cts; two copies, 25 cts. 

Liberal discounts to agents. 

Address DANIEL T. AMES, 
202 Broadway, New York. 


BRAIN «e BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


witha preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freothonght Its arguments are , based 
upon scientific phrenolggy, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of fogic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. f 


Price, cloth, $1. 88S 
THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


Modern Marriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. 


Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker. 

In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriaves—one from the nobility, one from the 
bourgeotste. one from the petty bourgeoisie, and 
one from the working-people—and describes, with 
all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig- 
inates, by what motive each is inspired, how each 
is consummated, and how each results. 


Price, 15 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Address 


Books by Helen H. Gardener, 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 
: Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


[S THIS YOUR SOK, MY LORD] 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth. $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
` © DAUGHTER? 


ANEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


SHORT STORIES. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Price, cloth $1. ` | Paper, 50 cents. 
A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTS: 


A Splendid Judge ofa Woman The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery -The Time-Lock of Our An- | 

cestors — Florence Campbell’s 


Fate—My Patient’s, Fate. 
Price, paper. 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 

P.eface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throw: in With the City’s Dead ~An Irre- 
spon ible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibility of Woman in Heredity— , 
Woman as an Annex -$ex in Brain— 

Heredity in its Relati^ns to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 
posed Nati nal Law 
—Lawsnit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
ense in 
Surgery. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
. . the Bible. 


Every Woman Shouid Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10cents. Address this office. 


A SECULAR. MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


` AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


Bv A. R. AYRES. 
“ A good book written with a purpose." 
Price, 25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that nof only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib-ral who will canvass for 
our book * Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated.” In fact weknow one man who worked 
at it but & few hours w^ekly and sod nearly 
fifty copies in a month. The price is low; every- 
body knows the Old Testament stories, and 
nearly everybody would like a book app!ving 
nineteenth-century wit and knowledge to tham. 
People like to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
‘Testament tales has 'argely disapreared an‘ 

okes at the expense of Jonah rnd Joseph ard 

s n and Samson and D vid, and the other wor- 
thics of nnsavory reputation, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It seems to us that the bok will sell at 
sight. It dees herein the store. Liberals out o 
employment will find this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. 

Terms to Agents Seut on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 
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JY ew Dubli Agents tor The Truth Seeker. 
Arkansas 

: Davies & Son, 412 Main st., Little Rock. 
California 

Thos. W. Baker, Exeter. 

Stoll & Thayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles. 

8. C. Blake, 508 'Kearney Sb., SanFrancisco. 

C. E. Duran, 884 Montgomery st., San 

Francisco, : : 
Fiwerds ba McKnight, 12 W. ist st., Los 


geles. 
Max NewsStand, 102 N. Main, LosAngeles. 
J. E. Matthews, Eureka. 
Eclectic Book Store, Los Angeles, 
Shaw & Gregg, Broadway opp. Central 

Bank, Oakland. 
8. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 
Canad 


an a 
P. C. Allen, 35 King st., Toronto. 
John McKenna, 80 onge st., Toronto. 
Colorado 
JN omland & Co. 400 Harrison av., Lead- 
ville, 

Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 
C. Smith & Son, 385 Larimer st., Denver. 
Connecticut 

Perry Moul, Danbury. 


lorida 
Jas, Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 


A. J. Gardner, Kissimmee. 
Georgia 


Wm. Estill, Savannah. 
MMinois 


Brentano Bros, ,204 Wabash ave., Chicago. 
Chas. W. Curry, 188 Madison st., Chicago. 
Henry Fash. 516 W. Madison st., Chicago. 
Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 


of an effort to write blank verse, each line 
of which should end with & period. The 
author makes many statements of facts, 
only to lead up to conclusions which are 
open to question, and some of which are 
decidedly erroneous. For instance, he 
admits that civilized man has progressed 
to a greater liberty in religion and govern- 
ment than of yore, but says that **in com- 
merce leaders are becoming absolute mas- 
ters, and followers are becoming ab- 
ject slaves. Wherever capitalism is in 
vogue the baleful influences of despotism: 
are becoming apparent. Capitalists are 
beginning to rely for success less on in- 
genious contrivances and more on con- 
traction of wages. The degradation of 
the workman is even more pronounced 
than that of the capitalist. Al) opportuni- 
ties to advance are foreclosed. It is most 
emphatically true that the average worker 
cannot obtain a position that educates his 
noblest faculties. He fosters only. the 
tractability of slaves." And much more 
to the same purpose. 

But while the author seems to think the 
condition of the workingman tends to 
ow worse and that of the capitalist more 
ctatorial and oppressiv, he is entitled to 
the credit of repudiating Socialism as a 
eure for the evil. He says: ‘‘ Socialism 
would rob diligence and reward indolence, 
impoverish frugality and enrich extrava- 
gance, despoil ingenuity and aggrandize 
stupidity. Diligence would hav to serve 
indolenee, intelligence be enslaved to il- 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations 8De- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donal &per, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictious of the Bible, Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. ` 

Abraham Liucoln: Was He a Christian? 
By Jobn E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 

inis. 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samnel P. Pntnam. Paper, 25 

nts. f 


Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samnel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies.. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of THE TRUTA 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings, Paper, 25 cents, 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure: and Progress: An Attempt to 


cations, 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. t : ; 


COnunvgoH Property: SnHovunp Ir Bre Ex- 
EMPT FROM TAXATION, Reasons Why It 
Should Not. Truth Seeker Co., New 
York. Price, 15 cents. 

“If you exempt the property of any 
church organization, to that extent you 
impose 8 tax upon the whole community ” 
(James A, Garfield). 

Not long since, 8 symposium on the 
question, '*Why Don’t You Go to 
Church?” was a leading feature in three 
successiv issues of the Sunday Herald, 
Chicago. Two of these issues hav been 
examined in .Luocifer's office. That of 
May 18th contains 15 columns of reasons, 
from some sixty writers. That of May 20th 
contains 28 columns of letters by a pro- 
portionate number of correspondents giv- 
ing reasons why they no longer attend a 
place of publie worship. "Though not 
often stated in so many words, the im- 
pression received by reading these letters 
is that a leading reason for non-attendance 
at church is that the moral atmosphere of 
these institutions is stifling and unwhole- 
some; that the tendency of church associ- 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. — . ] 

The Creatiou of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide» toIts Sonrce. ‘By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus, By Don Allen.. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Oloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. , 
Woman, Church, aud State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, 3. 
The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 


ation is not toward honesty, justice, and | itera it der to obsceni Post-Office News Co., 98 Adams, Chicago. : : 
1 ing À ty, and , , lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 
fraternity, but the reverse; that working- | dexterity drudge for awkwardness,” + Steinar wows The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
exterity drudge for awkwardness. Such | Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. siain'a Friendly Argnments with the Bpitito- 


women and men, the real producers of all 
wealth, are coming to recognize the 
church as in league with their natural 


Indiana 
Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 65 Mass. av., In- 


a scheme is evidently fatal to progess. No 
one can fail to perceive this unless he is 
already steeped in Socialism. The trouble 


alists. Paper, 10 cents. 
Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 


enemy, the plutoerat; that an institution | with Socialists is that they do not, like diana 
: : : ry polis, Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
which fabhosly Ee s its equal share of | Hamlet, hesitate to fly to Teils that they . .. Louisiana By Snsan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. i 
publie burdens, and which is notoriously | know notof. They see the suffering entailed | Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. IN PRESS 
the recipient of plunder stolen by rich by abandoning competence, but not the Massachusetts s 
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Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samnel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
et loa binding, over one hnndred por- 
raits, $5. 


Ms in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition. 
Part I.—Hesearches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


robbers from its rightful owners, cannot 
be patronized by these victims of robbery 
without loss of all self-respect. 

In his editorial closing the symposium 
the editor of the Herald uses the follow- 
ing very significant language: 

**Tfit be true that but one-half of one 
per cent of Chicago’s population goes to 
church, it is high time that church mem- 
bers were earnestly seeking the cause of 
the defection, which, if unchecked, must 
soon lead to annihilation of the church as 
at present organized.” 

The editor does not say that ‘‘ but one- 
half of one per cent” go to church, but 
evidently: considers the percentage very 
small, 

Now the question naturally arises, Why 
should the non-church:goers, constituting 
the overwhelming majority of citizens in 
a so called free republic, be taxed millions 
upon millions of dollars for the benefit of 
church-goers, constituting a very small 
minority of such citizens? 

As a contribution to the already large 
aggregate of literature demanding the 
abolition of unjust and -unconstitutional 
privileges now usurped by the church, the 
book entitled, ‘‘Church Property—Should 
It Be Exempt from Taxation?” is one of 
the very best.— Lucifer. 


This little book contains exhaustiv sta- 
tistics of the property of the various 
churches and religious sects in the United 
States. Next are given the reasons why 
church property should be exempt from 
taxation. These reasons are critically ex- 
amined and conclusivly proven to be of no 
value. It has been said that church prop- 
erty is non-productiv, and hence, as such, 
should not be taxed. This is untrue. 
First, a great part of the church property 
is highly productiv; and, secondly, as a 
mere justice also the non-productiv prop- 
erty should be taxed. It is furthermore 
stated that the churches render the com- 
monwealth important moral services. All 
right; but there is no morality without 
justice ; and it isan injustice when one ex- 
empts the property of one party, and thus 
creates an additional burden upon the 
remainder, Exemption from taxation of 
church property is furthermore in opposi- 
tion to religious liberty, because through it 
a minority is compelled to pay indirectly 
a tax for the propagation of theologie opin- 
ions of the majority.—New York Staat- 
Zeitung. 


evils entailed by rewarding incompetence. 
They see the demoralization caused by 
fostering plutocracy, but not the injustice 
of plundering worth.”—Chicago Tribune. 
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 COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLEOTION OF 
ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
FOR S 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 
COMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price..$1,50; For sale at THIS OFFICE. 


ABRAHAM Linconn: Was Hu A OnniSTIAN? 
By John E. Remsburg. The Truth 
Seeker Company, New York. 50 cents. 
A voluminous contribution to a remark- 

able controversy. The testimony collected 

by Mr. Remsburg is to the effect that 

Abraham Lincoln was not, in the common 

acceptation of the term, a Christian.— 

Washington Star. 
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The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth.#1, | . 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
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of Natnre. Cloth, $1. 
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Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
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Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Il- 
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Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Libera! Romance. 
12mo, 800 PP., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
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The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
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CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


This book 18 jnst what, its title implies—thnmp- 
ing whacks at snperstition, It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not anthentio, and that G....vianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not &resl benefit to man. 

Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


STU in a Jfutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 
A condensation of the fundamental argnment 
against Christianity. s 
A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ra. 
Part IL—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
: chapters. x s 
Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 
chapters. 2 
Part I5 hence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
rs. 


HegqHo 


Press Notices. 


The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
ood, and as the facts npon which the argnment 
8 based sre largeiy Christian, onr theological 
friends will have some hard nnts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 
This book is one of the most thorongh and 
learned of the Freethonght works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 
Is a most vainable contribntion to the litera- 
tore of the nineteenth centnury.—Progressive 
hinker. 


Elegantly bonnd in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address ail orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28.Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Coutradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, withont 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 250. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, eto. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine,’ Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
Objeftions to the identification of Paine as 
Junius sud Cases. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “ʻA law regu- 
lating human condnot on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the -Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian chnrch are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents, 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to underis eB 
orusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesus, Price, 10 cents, 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 

rice, 5 cents. 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents, 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church, Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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PixAsURB AND PRoGRESS. An attempt to 
Prove that the Pursnit of Pleasure is the 
sine gua non of Intellectual, Moral, and 
Social Development, and that the Pro- 
motion of Pleasure is the Duty of Phi- 
lanthropy and Statesmanship. By Al- 
bert M. Lorentz, LL B. Oloth, $1; pa- 
per, 50 cents. i 
In pamphlet of four hundred pages en- 

tled ‘‘Pleasure and Progress," published by 

the Truth Seeker Company of New York, 

Albert M. Lorentz discusses the relation of 

man’s appetites to his real enjoyments. 

He attempts to prove that the pursuit of 

pleasure is the sine qua non of intellectual, 

moral, arid social development, and that 
the promotion of pleasure is the duty of 
philanthropy and statesmanship. The au- 
thor covers a great dealof ground, and 
with sentences which are almost uniformly 
so short that they suggest the possibility 


Gems of Thought. 


Tue habit of worship is sacred only by 
inheritance, — Znvestigator. 


So far as one can judge from the past, 
American politics has a fatal tendency to 
ruin any legitimate business on earth.— 
Galveston News. 


Ir the wretched are unknown or but 
vaguely known, all the demerits they may 
hay are ignored, and thus it happens that 
when the miseries of the poor are dilated 
upon, they are thought of as the miseries 
of the deserving poor, instead of being 
thought of as the miseries of the undeserv- 
ing poor, which in large measure they 
should be.— Herbert Spencer. 


Protestant ministers cried out against 
Galileo’s assertion of the earth’s movement 
just as loudly as Catholic priests; indeed, 
it was observed that here, for the first 
time, ministers and priests agreed ; and 
Descartes wrote that there was a good time 
coming for the theory of the earth’s mo- 
tion, as the priests would probably begin 
to allow it now that all the ministers con- 
demned it.— Matthew Arnold. 


Suppose, for the sake of argument, we 
accept the inequality of the sexes as one of 
nature’s immutable laws; call it & fact that 
women are inferior to men in mind, morals, 
and physique, why should this settle or 
materially affect the subject of so-called 
woman’s rights? Would not this very in. 
feriority be & reason why every advantage 
should be given to the weaker sex, not only 
for its own good, but for the highest de- 
velopment of the race ?— Huxley. 


Tax business of the country is not carried 
on by political parties; it is based upon 
the resources of the continent, upon the 
farm, the forest, and the mine, and the 
daily toil of humble men. When the 
farmer of the South, feeling the airs of 
the warm Gulf, and looking out upon a 
whitening cotton field, cries in distress, 
and is answered by the Northwestern wheat 
grower, who stands upon his mortgaged 
farm, a hopeless debtor amid his Pollen 
sheaves, there are deep causes of trouble 
that only the shallow politician or the par- 
tisan of the hour would attribute to the 
changes suggested by an election.—John 
Lf, Russell. 


Tror morality can come only by mate- 
rial existence, and its exhibition in us only 
by living the laws of our material life. A 
sick body is never truly moral. To liv the 
laws of health is the road to morality. We 
hav two feet, two eyes, two ears, where- 
with to walk, to see, to hear. To try to 
walk on one foot, to see with one eye, to 
hear with one ear, will not make for us 
our fullest enjoyment. Neither does one 
principle of the mind ridden to death. 
One note of the piano does not make the 
richest tone; & chord in unison makes 
sweeter music. The analogy is as com- 
plete for the fullest tones in the life of 
human action as in the instruments for his 
action.—Z. J. Drummond, in Secular 
Thought. 


Curroure often miscarries. It piles its 
knowledge of fragments and details and 
fails to see the law by which the pile stands. 
It builds its mountain and misses the 
mountain’s secret. It does not for. one 
moment suspect that it has worked that it 
might at day’s-end mount the hill it has 
built and see the promised land. There are 
evil possibilities in culture which must not 
go unchallenged and unchecked. They 
throw discredit upon the human, They 
undertake to do their work apart from 
large social interests. The great streams 
pass by and the scholar fears to embark. 
Social benefit does not [always] find its 
origin in laboratories and libraries. The 
average professor, like the average priest, 
is subsidized, if not by his position, then 
by unconscious inclinations which defer 
the human call to artistic beauty or tech- 
nical skill.— Horace L. Zraubel. 


Waar marriage may be in the case of 
two personsof cultivated faculties, identical 
in opinions and purposes, between whom 
exists that best kind of equality, similarity 
of powers and capacities with reciprocal 
superiority in them, so that each can enjoy 
the pleasure of looking up to the other, 
and can hay alternately the pleasure of 
Jeading and of being led in the path of de- 
velopment, I will not attempt to describe. 
To those who can conceive it, there is no 
need; to those who cannot, it would ap- 
pear the dream of an enthusiast. But I 
maintain, with the profoundest conviction, 
that this, and this only, is the ideal of 
marriage, and that all opinions, customs, 
and institutions which favor any other no- 
tion of it, or turn the conceptions or aspir- 
ations connected with it into any other 
direction, by whatever pretenses they máy 
becolored, are relics of primitiv barbarism. 
The moral regeneration of mankind will 
really commence only when the most fun- 
damental of social reiations is placed under 
the rule of equal justice, and when human 
beings learn to cultivate their strongest 
sympathy with an equal in rights and cnl- 
tivation.—JoA^n Stuart Mill, 
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JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


IGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H, WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? | In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beantiful Charity, 
What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 


Knowledge the Great Treasure, SU &nd Honor, 

Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, . 
Conduct; or Right Doing, . ife, Avarice, Not a Means to Life's 
Virtue, the Liluminator of Life, Is Reverence & Duty? Best End, . 
Prudence, an Economy,of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Jnstice?. 1f-Control, Blossoms, . 

Fortit ude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect. . Reasonand Free Inquiry. 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 3 

ls the Use of Tobacco Danger- A Free Press, 


ce, 
ous ? A" . Anger, the Distorter, 

Qultivation of Jodividuality, . The Angel of Forgiveness, ( 4 

Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation & Great Faculty Human Rights; or the Equality 

Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, of Man. . 

Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliness 


Rights of Animals, 
Rights of Children, 


Value ofa Trade, . cess. Politeness. The Gentleman 

Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 

Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, 

‘ruth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, N : 

What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment; 
of a Promise.- Power of Will, Wisdom. 


Fraud & Crime, Courage, a Necessity to 
The Poison of Slander, iving. 


Miss Wixon has takeu as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she. 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 


As with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, aiso, there ts an tndissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a, law which alterech not.—ti arbert Spencer. 

Living ts an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
nobtest af the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 7 


Right 


Right Living” is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: i 

Boox I.—PLeasure: Chap. I.—Sources of Pleasure. Chap. Il.—Material Pleasures. Chap. III.— 
Ideal Pleasure: Chap IV —Social Pleasures. Cha . V.—Pleasures of the Savage, the 
Barbarian aud the Civ'lized. Chap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Chap. VIE.—Christiauity. 

Book IL—INTELLEOTUAL DEYELOPMENT: ap. I.—Purpose of life. Chap, IL —Material Pleasures. 
Chap. IfI.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 

Ideal Pleasures: Character. . Chap. Social Pleasures. Chap. VII.—Pedagogical Des- 


potism. 
Boor Hi Morat PEJELOPMENT: Chap. Ip Morality., Chap. M. Material paren: Frudenoe 
p. .—Material Pleasures: nement. ap. IV.—Ide D ight 

Chap. V.—Ideal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VL Social Pleasures. ( Chap. Mire ice 


Caused by Restraint. 
Book IV.—BooniL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Progress. Chap. IL—Protection, Capitalism, and 
Socialism: Respestivly an Actual, an Imminent, and & Proposed Violation of Individual 
Sovereignty. Chap. Ill—Condition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Public Schools, the 
Mene: Wene: Tekel of Socialism. Chap. V.—Province of Government. Chap. VI.—Our 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable 
men who arein every way qualified as judges of books: 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over d t subject with 
out mu h thought whether the ice is thin or not. It auswers the AA Dee POR What is the 
us , object, motive, purpó36, and summum bonum of life, and the real cause and motive of progress? 
—by on4 word, Pleasure !—Thaddeus B. Wakeman. 

He sharply attacks, also, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly. 
borne out py the facts, an 1 his arraignment is ‘practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—JVew York Commercial Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with words for lack of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. e do not see how anyone can re«d this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; ever chanter is worth reading. It is a Work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools oug. b d 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide read'ug, uot onlv for its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 
its bold, honest sayings.—L K. Washburn. 

After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 


Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress" has 398 pages, i« splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel- 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. : 


Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Pl., New York, N. Y. 


The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 

An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes i 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s a obtasy, son that lod to he orna ona 
his bauishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean idols, to Christ’s coming, the princi 
palcharacters are analyzed aud shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the 

eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural 
ng are the proper gfspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 
Elimination of Waste Substances, 


Address 


production which have been rendered by 


rinci- 


The Universal Aspect. 
The Earth. 


The Chemical Aspect Lo Em] 

le e Lungs.: 
The Bun. ° By tho o 8 
Genesis—The Creation. Digestion and Nutrition. i 


Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

'The Deluge. ; 

The Scriptural God— The Creation. 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, 
Samuel the Kingmaker. 

God Save the King. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. 

The End of National Life, 

The Christian Era. 


The Elementary Substances. 3 
Alcohol and Its Effets on the System. 
The Soul—What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. 

The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten. 
Rational Review. i 
Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The Planetary Gods. 

Every Man His Own God. 


The Mind. 


‘Organic Life—Vegetable. Gateways to Knowledge. 
Organi Life Anbsnal The NU Morals Whence They Spring. 
The Master Tissues. on rede: 
The Muscular Tissues. . Rules for Human Conduct 
he Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Food and Food-Substances, Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind, 


Map of Theological Retrogressiom. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
In Cloth, $1; in Paper, GO Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Lafayntte Place, New York. 


ISCIENTIFIC BOOKS CHEAP 


t to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- | 


pad-. 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: : 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Medieval Education. By 
S. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. j| 

The Dawn of History: An Introduction to Pre. 
Historic Sttidy. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth,75 cents. 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology an 
the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultze. 
76 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene. 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. : 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 

aing. "5 cents, ‘ 

Formation o' Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

Education. Intellectual, Moral, and Physical 
Progress; Its Laws and Cause. With other 
'disquisitions. Two books in one. 75 cents. 

The Religions of the Ancient World, including 
Egvp*, Assyria, and Babylonia, Persia, India, 
Phenicia, Etruria, Greece, Home. By George 
Rawlinson, M.A. "5 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts. 

Political Science, containing Physics and Poli- 
tics. An Application of the Principles of 
Natural Science to Political Society, by 
Walter Bagehot; and History of the Science 
of Politics, by Frederick Pollock. 75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poet* y. with 
other essays. By Audrew Wilson, F.R.8 E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by J: oseph, Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch o the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. "75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J.F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 

Bound Volume of Humboldt Library, containing 
numbers 9210103. $2. 

Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R. 
S.E., F.L S., with 35 Illustrations. $1 ; 
Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 

Bully. 75 cents. 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 
Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. 
By Mary Wollstonecraft. $1. 

The Genesis of Science and he Factors of Or- 
ganic Evolution. Both by Herbert Spencer 
in one volume 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. "75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things. By W. M. 
ems, F.0.8. Two books ın one volume. 
cents. 


Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 75 cents. . 

Upon the Origin of Alpine and Italjan Takes; 
and upon Glacial Erosion. A series of papers 
by Sir A. C, Ramsay. F.R.S., president. ot the 

eological Society. John Ball, M.R.LA.,F 
L.S., etc. Sir Roderick Murchison, F.R,S., 
DC.L., president of the Royal Geographical 
Society, Prot. A: Studer, of Berne. Prof. A. 
Favre, of Geneva. Edward Whymper. With 
an Introduction, avd Notes upon the Crigin 
and History of the Great Lakes of North 
America by Prof. J. W. spencer, State Geolo- 

ist of Georgia. Maps-and Illustrations. 

loth, 75 cents, 

The Pleasures of Life. By Sir John Lubbock, 
Bart. 75 cents. 

The Mystery of Matter, and The Philosophy of 

- Ignorance he Mssential Nature of Religion. 

BvJ Allanson Picton. Two books in one vol- 
ume. Cloth, 75 cents. 


‘SELECT WORKS OF RIOHARD A, PROOCTOR. 


Light Science for Leisure Hours | 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, ana other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, snd ether Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes; with fourteen miscellane- 
ous Essays. Six booksin one volume. $1.50, 


SELEOT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evo:utionist at Large. 

Vignettes from Nature, and T2 

Force and Energy; a theory of Dynamics. Three 
books in one volume. Cloth, $1. 


The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Force and Matter; 


ZWinciples of the Natural Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Proresson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VeUSTENTS : 
foro and Matter, The Fitness of Things in 


immortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology)s 


immortality of Force, Man, : 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 


form, .. Seat of the Soul, 
immutability of Natural Innate Ideas. 

Laws, | The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 


AWS, Vital Force, 
The Heavens, . The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Frea Will, 
of the Earth, . Morality, |. 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa- 
3eoular Generation, tions. 


Price. $i. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


FILE BINDERS. 


Those who preserve the volumes of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER need a File Binder, which we will send on 
receipt of one dollar. 


Wes for Barone. 


Rrarrzous wife (at breakfast): ** Henry, 
will you ask a blessing?" Henry (exam- 


ining hash): '* We've blessed everything'| 


here before, dear."— Life. 


Parson (after telling the story of the 
good Samaritan): ‘‘Why did the Levite 
pass by on the other side?” Bright Boy: 
‘Because the man had been robbed 
already.” ] 


“I was surprised when I heard that 
Grabrox had joined the church." .**I 
wasn't. I happened to be present when he 
and his business partner shook dice to see 
which member of the firm should join.” 
— London Freethinker. 


A OLERGYMAN tells this story. Leaving 
his parish, while on a holiday, in care of & 
locum tenens, & visitor to the parsonage 
one day inquired of the servant for the 
clergymen. This was Biddy’s answer: 
** No, sir; the incumbrance is not at home, 
but you ean see the local demons if you 
like." 

ADAM was the only man in history who 
died before he was born; for he was never 
born at all; he was manufactured. He 
was full-grown the first day although he 
never grew at all; and St, Augustine con- 
tended that he was thirty years of age on 
the day of his birth. Adam never had a 
father nor a mother, and he was never & 
baby. He was an old stager from the be- 
ginning.— Wallace Nelson. 


SypwEy SwrrH was sitting at breakfast 
one morning at Combe Florey, when a 

oor woman came begging him to christen 

er new-born infant without loss of time, 
as she thought it was dying. He instantly 
went to her cottage, and on his return was 
greeted by queries as to what state he had 
left the child in. ‘‘ Why,” said he. ‘I 
just gave it a dose of castor oil, and then 
I christened it; so now the poor child is 
ready for either world,"— London Free- 
thinker. 


On a recent Lord's day a five-year-old 
boy was Visiting his grandparents, who are 
perfectly orthodox on Sunday observance. 
A Sunday newspaper had inadvertently 
been placed on the front doorstep. The 
child in innocent delight picked it up and 
handed it to his grandfather with the re- 
mark: ‘“‘ Here, grandfather, is the Sunday 
newspaper.” His grandfather, in apparent 
surprise at the unusual visitor, said: '*No, 
my child, grandpa doesn’t read Sunday 
newspapers.” ‘‘ What!” said little Sid- 
ney, who had heard his grandpa say we 
should love the Sabbath and keep the day 
holy, ‘‘You think so much of the Sab- 
bath, and won’t read the Sunday news- 
paper. Why, my paps don’t do very much 
for Sunday, but he readsthe Sunday news- 
paper ."— Christian Advocate. 


PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER AND MOSES, 
Whin Pharaoh’s daughter 
Wint.down to the water, 

Shure, there was young Moses a swimmin’ 
around, 
Wid his basket all handy, 
And a shtick of shwate candy, 
To kape him from crying until he was 
found. : 
Says she to a Paythan: 

** Bring here the young hathen; 

Your trotters be shakin’, ye lazy coileen. 
If the wather once wets him, 
Or the alligators gets him, 

It’s no crocodile tears ye'll be sheddin’, 

I ween.” 

.So whin from his swimmin’ 
He was brought to the wimmin’, 
Faith, it shows how the blarney's a female's 
chief joy, oc 
A nate boy he was makin’, 
Just as sure as I'm spakin', 
. ““ Begorra,” says she, '' he's the broth of 
a boy.” — University Courier. 


OLD HYMN—NEW VERSION. 
(Thoughts crossing the mind of the writer 
while ho-ing potatoes and hummiag over an old 
Methodist hymn.) 


** God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform;" 
He sends along potato-bugs, 
And whirlwind, hail and storm. 


‘Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill," 
He herds the pesky critters there, 
And sends them forth at will, 


Ye hardy toilers, ‘‘ courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread," 

Are millions of potato-bugs— 

God’s blessing on your head. 


‘Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust him for his grace;” 
Behind that cloud of buzzing things 
He’s laughing in your face. 


** His purposes will ripen fast.” 
So will that ominous horde 
Gobble up my small potato patch, 
And I must thank the Lord. 


** Blind unbelief is sure to err!” 
Such nonsense givs me pain, 
If God made bugs for any good 
He'd better try — 
—O, Naylor, in Secular Thought. 
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THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


FOUR THOUSAND DROPS 
—in a bottle—small size—and 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE 
in curing that troublesome 
CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 
MOSQUITO BITE, PILES, 
SUNBURN, BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 
from which yow are suffering. 
. USE. IT AFTER SHAVING. 
CAUTION. 2,5 ona domana 


QUALITY. Large bottles—and large 
profits—to unscrupulous venders do 
not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 
by insisting that no weak substitute 
be offered in place of the GENUINE 


POND'S EXTRACT 


MADE ONLY BY 


POND S FXTRACT CO.. 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


The Living Waters. 


To those who needa medicin, remember 
that-Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21618 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Hand- 


see ep urge. Pare Weleh Uo. V MENT 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 


ARGUMENT. 
Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever madeina case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian P 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 

pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in oloth, 50 cents. 


Addr ess THETRUTH :!)?? 


: THE 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. G. HorxoAKE. Price, 5 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the- Darwinian Theory. 


By Gzorex J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and inténded to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is & part of 
his conclusion regarz:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 


tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 


out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural.causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design.  . _Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation 1m a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the ection of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words oi traditional enemy—W here is now 
od? 
Tiustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
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“With Daughter's Babe Upon 


His Knee." 


splendid prose poem, 
? orators.” Gol. R. G. 


of the orator aud poet, Who. now, as far as we 


make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 

not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 

workmanshio. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 

boveled page, Tho seth is. uus inches, and the 
rice only ?5 cents, post-paid. 
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GHCST OF ST. JOHNS, 
By M, BABOOOR, Price, 15 cente. 
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J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


Jp á 


The Bible; What Is It? A pamphlet con- 


taining eight chapters, iu refutation of the 

assumption that the Bible is a divine book o 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 

ce, 25 cents. : 

Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man’s “creation,” and 
*onrse,” theologically denominated “the fall. 
Price, 10 cents. ~ 


The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 


of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 


morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refate- 
ti f the assumption that he was a divine 
‘orgou, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 

estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. ` 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it EE A g 

Addr THE H 8E 
9^1 Lafayette place, New York: 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. - 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


AND 
Views of Speaker’s Platform 
ANO 


The Assemblage. 


——— 


What they are: _ 
1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
and other occupants standing, showing Colo- 
nei Ingersoll, resident Rowley, s. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 

Colonel Ingersoll Causes a Smile. 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. 


4. Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem. 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sei- 
ence and Humanity, 


a. 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 80th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottoes.. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographer. They were 
all ts ken at the commeinora:1ve exercises at New 
Hoche;le. on May ä th, and are b storically. patri- 
otically, and artistically very, valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera s who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has : pared no pains tu make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photograph- are 8x10 inches iu size and the price 
18 seventy-five cents each. : 
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By AUSTIN BJERBOWER. 


A Judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
radition. Price, 10 cents. Address 
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FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
fess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. ‘The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, % cents. Address 
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STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


a e Varico- 
cele, Mentatand Physical Debility 
and who are destrous Hy being cured, é 


anrd App! 
209 Of the 

ess, Address, ë DR, p. p, FRLIÆWR, 
Sav where vou saw thisadver Vineland, N J 


tS- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LrsEBAr, and I trust the Freethinkers of the Jand 
will give me their pat- nage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fel. 
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THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were, 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished langnage, : nd the unmasking is com- 

lete, proving them to have been cruel, in. 
riguing, andlicentions men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated’ 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu: 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex. 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “ child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 

. licentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 

that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 

tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in tbis volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. 
The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricnlar confession, including 


A allt Iz ; i i i i 


* AURA NA copious extracts from the ‘Confessional Un- 
. NDA) masked,” from, the " Master Key to Popery," 
y CHAN etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 


to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for évil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price. paper, 25 cents. $ 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rev, Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 18 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 

: Respecting New Hall Convent,’ Bore- 
hava, Essex, England, Showing that Gne vents 
are inimical to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 10 cents. : 
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Books by S.P. Putnam. 


HOSEA GETS SOME GODLY ADVICE (Hosea i, 2). 


Jf ows of the (LUccA. 


Cxrourra is prevalent in Holland. 


Ex-Prestpent Harrison declines to : into court. He says there is no law against 
open the political campaign in Indiana, | Sunday base-ball, and that its suppression 
and the Republicans will try to get McKin- | is an infringement of the rights of citizens. 
ley or Reed to act as a curtain raiser. 


A FRIGHTFUL disaster occurred on the 
Rock Island railroad near Lincoln, Neb., 
August 8th. A passenger train was de- 
railed by wreckers and took fire from the 
engin. Twelve men were burned to death 
‘and as many more were seriously injured. 
The fish-plates had been removed and the 
rails left in place. An ex-convict is under 
arrest suspected of the crime. 


Tax Wilson tariff bill, as revised by the 
Senate and returüed to the House, passed 
the latter body on Monday by a vote of 
182 to 105. The bill retains the tariff on |. 
sugar, iron ore, and coal. Separate bills 
were at once passed by the House, one for 
free coal, 160 to 104; one for free iron, 163 
to 102; ene for free barbed wire, 187 to 84, 
and one for free sugar, 276 to 11. 


SETTLERS Of Plattsmouth, Neb., hav been 
forced from their farms by drouth, and 
are traveling eastward. Itis estimated that 
ten thousand people hav left the state. 


Tar President has approved the District 
of Columbia Appropriation Bill. 


Aun of the thirty so-called Anarchists 
brought to trial in Paris hav been ac- 
quitted. 


ARMED strikers, former employees in 
packing houses, hav been rioting in South 
Omaha, Neb. 


A RELIEF expedition has set out from 
Tromsoe, Norway, to find Wellman, the 
Arctic explorer, 


ATTEMPTS of the health board to enforce 
sanitary measures caused two smalipox 
riots in Milwaukee. 


Franors H. Unprrwoop, United States 
consul at Leith, Scotland, died August 
8th, aged sixty-nine years. 


Tue Prohibitionists of Michigan hav put 
a state ticketin the field with A. M. Tood, 
of Kalamazoo, at the head of it. 


A OarHoni0 mob attacked a Baptist 


Tue statement is officially made that 
the corn crop in this country will fall 
115,000,000 bushels below that of last year. 
The present price is about sixty cents. 


RarnRoAD strikers and their sympathiz- 
ers are suspected of firing bridges on the 
Chicago and Eastern Illinois railroad at 
Brazil, Ind Two bridges hav been burnt. 


A CITIZEN of this state recently married 
his step-daughter after having been di- 
vorced from her mother. Those who hav 
erg up the law say that the marriage is 
egal. 


Tug striking miners of Cripple Creek, 
Col., hav organized an oath-bound society 
and hav armed themselves. The grand 
jury has returned indictments against 321 
rioters. 


Last Sunday, at Lancaster, Pa., George 


i A SMALL 


‘Freethought Library, 


, e 
God. Price, 10 cents. . 
The Problem of the Universe, and Its 


mission in Quebec last week, breaking 
windows and doors with stones. ` 


Tux Yaqui Indians of Mexico are on the 
war-path, und hav committed many mur- 
ders and depredations near Hermosillo. 


ALL troops left Chicago August 7th, the 
police taking their places. Acts of violence 
followed the withdrawal of the soldiers. 


Simmons, while drunk, shot and probably 
fatally injured Frank B. Shibley, a achool 
teacher, whom Simmons charged with 
being too attentiv to Mrs. Simmons. 


WzsrERN Oklahoma is infested with 
bandits who rob stores and houses and 
steal horses. They are organized and-are 
supposed to hav their headquarters in the 
Kiowa and Comanche Indian country. 
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Evolution. 
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By Tenney............ eee Price 10 cents 
The Gods. i 
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Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge, 


Waifs and 


Golden 


Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Evers Qon Price, 20 cents. . 

anderings, A New Ameri- 
Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
rose epic of the War, rich with 
dramatic power; breezy from 
ast with the living spirit of to- 


rone, A Romance. ‘‘The su- 
thor certainly has, genius. The divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is 
filled with manly thoughts, expressed, in 


can Story. 
cents. “A 
inadent Ge 

st page to 
day.”—| Sonn Swinton’s Paper. 


New Yorx police captains, Devery and : " 2 By McCann................ ireas Price 15 cents manly words—th script of a manly mind. 

Schmittberger, soon to be tried for cor- P sad oi tiple Mi deum Lied Evolution of the Devil. Every Liberal (should rea * Golden Throne. ” 
"UR n . N a m ersoll. Price, $1. : : . 
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Tux House Judiciary Committee has | ough master of Bible exegesis in the| Church and State. = 5 —— -Thyme Be eta ade Serene Contry 
reported adversely on: a bill to enable United States. Dr. Strong was seventy- By “‘Jefferson’’............ecceeeee Price 10 cente it is shown there is much in harmony between 
Japanese to become citizens of the United | two years old. ‘| Religion of Humanity. : them. Price, 10 cents. 
States. Tug people of Americus, Qa., hav a By Benwell......... eere ena Price 15 cents Adami. and Heva. 2 poetic Meu of 

Froopsof the Missouri river hav washed | negro murderer in custody, and last Satur- | Ingersoll on Roscoe Conkting........ Price 4 cents the a ee nuperionterte the autladéd OD : 
away so much of the land where Winthrop, day they petitioned the court to try him | Dwight L. Moody. the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 
Kan., is located that the village will be | at one and avoid r lynching. Judicial By Susan H. Wixon.,........ see Price 5 cents | Gottlieb: BIA fe. A Freethought Ro- 
abandoned. procrastination probably accounts for | Christian Religion. mance., Price, 86 cents. y 

J ffered defeat i many unofficial executions.- By an Old Farmer.......... esee Price 15 cents | My Religious Experience, Price, 25 cents, 

APANESE hav suffered defeat in recent á È A God In the Constitution For all of the above address 
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and district, Kentucky, are reported to 


M Ingersoll's Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
be very slight. 


CHARLES DOEBBLER, convicted of placing | standing Up for Jesus. 


The Freethinker s Dadge-pin 


constitutional amendment adopted prohib- 
iting the employment of convicts when in 
competition with free labor. 


Justice Gaynor, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
recently discharged a number of boys ar- 
rested for playing ball on Sunday, and 

j rebuked the officer who brought them 


report that they are ready to return to 
. work. They will be taken back, married 
men having the preference. 


CASERIO, the murderer of the president 
of France, belongs to a family of criminals. 
His uncle, Paolo Caserio, aged fifty-four, 
has spent twenty years in prison, 


í . a dynamite bomb on the lawn of the house Elm 
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Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMR. 


Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 dents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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A Missionary Scheme. 
Tue Terura Szzxx& has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 


sands of the “Church Property " pamphlet, and it. 


is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 
hay also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
more thousands of Taura Szxxzrs hav been scat- 
tered broadcast over the land. 

With the advent of hot weather the political 
bodies hav nearly all adjourned, but the people of 
the country will remain in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
and we want to devote a little attention to them. 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 


for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 


honest investigation of the Bible and of the Ohris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “ answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 


hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Taz 
Terura Sxzxxn, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine's * AGE OF REASON.” ' 


If you don’t know eight Christians you eare 


‘enough about to convert, name those whom you do 


want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. | 

In this way public opinion can be made and 


‘the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 


in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can gend us the fund 


and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want ig 
to scatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right diree- 
tion. : 

re 

The common sense of the masses will some day 
revolt against the special privileges granted to the . 
churches and demand the justice so long denied to 
the citizen. In London James Swan, a coster- 
monger, noticing that the Salvation Army used big 
drums to advertise their business naturally con- 
cluded that he might increase his trade by the use 
of one of those instruments. He was. promptly 
arrested and fined ten shillings and costs. Turn- 
ing to the magistrate, he asked: “Why should the 
Salvation Army be allowed to make the hideous 
row they do with drums and tambourines if an 
honest cove like me mustn’t do it to get a living?” 
His honor did not deem it expedient to make any 
reply. When a goodly number of “honest coves” 
get to asking such awkward questions here Sunday 
laws will become obsolete and the exemption of 
church property from taxation will soon be a thing 
of the past. 
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Ihe Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
n —Ó— e ———À!mm— —À—————————————————— 


TourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. . 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. : 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. MA 
It wil show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 

hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. ` " 2 

“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 


of Human History, i, s R H 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 

tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. ip 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, oa 

more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 


lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
| ‘NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 


from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. l 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 


“Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 


THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in-America. 


and Europe; and this history is of equal importanee with thé first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: $5 


Government and Politics: , Woman's Emancipation. 


Philosophy.) Science. | Education aud Literature. 
Bruno. Copernicus. thies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. | Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. Castelar. | Mary Wollstoncraft, 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. :| Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. - 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot, lution. . . Phillips. Lucretia Mott. ` 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. . | Gibbon. ictor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. . Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. | Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. . Thoreau, Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin, Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi.. Petrofsky. Matild: Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. | chewsky. Heinzen. . Helen H, Gardener: 
Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. i 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identifed with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Oapt. R. O. Adams, 
E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 


Susan H. Wixon, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Mrs. Oharles Watts, 


Horace Seaver, 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 


J. P. Mendum, 


D. M. Bennett, L. K. Washburn, Samuel P, Putnam, Prof. J. H. Cook, Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Parker Pillsbury, Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, E. H. Heywood, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Elizur Wright, Oharles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, -Katie Kehm Smith, 

T. C. Leland, W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N, Colman, 

T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
snuuid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, 


and not for the same amount of money ean there be found such an array of facts, such a shrvey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. : 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. l 

The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled. in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

l This book will contain i . 
Over Six Hundred Pages or Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Tt will be elegantly bound. It wil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 

your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 

ean afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 

Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
= OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 
We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more. subscribers to Tng 
Taura SxrzxER, and every Freethinker 
needs “ Four Hundred Years of Free. 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that’ will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: és 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all, and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 


Club a copy of “FOUR 


HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT, 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in - 
zetting this book for themselves, we 
vill offer - PIU 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories — 

... : Comically Illustrated 
By WAISON HESTON, 

THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED. . l 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
_. W, 8. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. ; 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free, l 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther "Old Testament 
Stories Gomically Illustrated,” or W. S. Bell's 
"Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, — . 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tax aura SEEKER 
one year and a dollar bock for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $17 ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We want to ezien! our circulation, 
and we want.to help our friends to 
help us. i 

It ought not to be dificult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought ” as soon as the 
book is issued. M 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed. 
will have their names en 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 
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Liberty and Faith. 
. V. V. Rosanov, writing under the above heading 
in Russky Viestnik of St. Petersburg, makes some 
statements which call for critical comment by Free- 
thinkers. He says that few ideas hav had the suc- 
cess which that of liberty has achieved in the last 
hundredyears. ‘It has a magic sound for millions 
of people, and has dominated history." But the 
movement will not last long, he thinks. “It livs 
and dominates yet, but it does not create any 


the legends and ghosts of the dead ages? Certainly 
not; & man does not need to stand with his gaze 
constantly fixed upon the western horizon in order 
to express his wish to march toward the east. Mr. 
Rosanov talks glibly of “an age of unbelief” and 
of its asserted lack of any need of liberty, but he has 
not told us why an age which more than any pre- 
ceding one believes in the almost infinit possibilities . 
of progress should be assaulted with the epithet of 
“unbelief.” It could as pertinently be said that 


E.M. MAODONADD, - - - = - Editor and Manager. 
|. $8 LAFAYETTE PLAGE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - = AUGUST 95,1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance. ........cecseee eee errem ecco cO OO longer." Then this follows t the youth who has lost faith in the aan talos . 
One subscription two years, in advance. .................- ess. 5 00 : = NU. which but a few years ago he believed to be 
Two new subsoribers......... Sere oreo En SnO rir ir dia 5 00 ‘‘Thereis no living faith in liberty, and if this acknowl- 


true has become an “ unbeliever” and hence has no 
desire for liberty and no yearning for it. The 
theologian has always arrogantly assumed that a 
man must accept his creed or sink into the abyss of 
black despair. Just why-a human being should 
lose all hope and become careless of liberty because 
he has ceased to believe in miracles, no dogmatist 
has been able to tell. Mr. Rosanov should remem- 
ber that 
** There livs more faith in honest doubt, 

Believe me, than in half the creeds,” 
As Lennyson puts it, but it might more truly be 
said that the. sincere self-vaunted ‘ believers” hav 
lost faith in everything except an irresponsible will 
throned in the cloudlands of imagination : 

** For those who hay no belief, the demand for liberty 
is a senseless, chaotic demand, springing from a desire to 
crush the last traces of faith that still survive. It is clear 
that those who possess s living faith hav both the right : 
and duty to brush aside this chaotic movement for a 
senseless freedom. ‘The pessimists of all kinds, who are © 
at one in their indifference, find it strange to be con- 
fronted with organized and, as it were, closed institutions 
like the church, state, family. Everything is ‘open’ to 
them, nothing is settled, and hence they want to see 
everything else in the same state. They cannot compre- 
hend the life of the organism, and hence try to crush it.” 

We do not seek to crush religious faith through 
liberty. We wish, on the contrary, to be unmolested 
in the pursuit of our own ideals. If liberty of 
thought, expression, and life kills faith in the gods 
and devils, so much the worse for the gods and devils, 
and so much the more urgent need for liberty. If 
belief in them can survive only through the denial 
of equal liberty to all men and women, why should 
not all men and women hav liberty? A belief that 
can liv only in the atmosphere of slavery does not 
deserve to liv, and humanity will gain immeasur- 
ably by its destruction. 

Mr. Rosanov defiantly affirms “that those who 
possess a living faith” in phantasms “ hav both the 
right and duty" to kill liberty. This has always 
been the position of the church, although vast num- 
bers of Christians at the present time shrink from 
an open avowal of the fact, and many of them hav 
really fallen away from the time-honored faith, but 
it has remained for a nineteenth century writer, 
who acknowledges that he is not in the church, to 
frankly argue that non-belief has no rights which 
belief is bound to respect. 

Freethinkers quite easily comprehend “ the life 
‘of the organism,” but they are not prepared to 
admit that there can be any real social organism in 
the absence of liberty. An organism is a growth, 
and growth implies liberty to grow. Mey held to- 
gether by gyves and menaced with bayonets if they 
attempt to separate do not constitute an organism. 
Against such “closed institutions" we protest, and 
shall continue to protest, no matter how many Na- 
tional Reform Associations, Sabbath Unions, and 
kindred organizations antagonize us and strive to 
«brush aside” and crush us and liberty. 

We quote two more paragraphs from Mr. Rosa- 
‘nov’s article, to show just what the spirit of the 
reactionary party is, how little it would leave us of 
the liberty we hav now, and how inexorably it 


edged’ corner-stone of our social order were shaken, no 
one would be moved to shed blogd in its defense, no one 
would be impelled to make any sacrifices for it. It has 
been tried, and while nothing bitter has been felt, the 
taste has proved vapid and insipid. "There is no keen 
|xelish init. After ages of slavery, the feeling of freedom 
was akin toa physical sensation of a highly pleasurable 
= ia. but now that liberty has been enjoyed for such a 
2 : ong period, there is no positiv pleasure in it. Nobody 
NAE cde bei p vere, oe ree. pue ' Coerces or torments, it is true, but is this negativ fact that 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-oftce | Which humanity yearns for? While liberty meant eman- 
and express money orders payableto E. M. MAODONALD, cipation from tyranny, secular or religious, it was & 

35 Lafayette place, New York. | positiv thing; but now it isa mere abstraction and has 
No significance. What is there in it to unite and inspire 
men?" 


ance 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
DOT oeessriscccncercsccsstesedrovecsissssancccecsecscerce sO OO 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. : ie : 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
renders if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


What mean all the convulsions which now shake 
the political, social, and industrial worlds, if they 
are not struggles for wider liberty? To be sure, 
many of them are bad in method and their triumph 
would be the lessening of liberty, but this results 
from ignorance of what true liberty is and of the 
best means of securing it, not from hatred of or 
indifference to liberty. Neither is it true that 
liberty has been tried; only partial liberty has been 
attained by the people of any state, but, spite of 
the sordidness of the age, let the people of any 
nation once reach the conclusion that their institu- 
tions curtail and threatem the total alienation of 
their liberties and they will quickly enough shed their 
blood and make all needful sacrifices to regain and 
maintain their rights, if they are satisfied this can- 
not be accomplished through the agencies of peace. 
Liberty is not vapid and insipid to those who hav 
been able to partake of it beyond the few tantalizing 
tastes accorded by the rulers of the world. 

Where was Mr. Rosanov looking when he wrote 
that * nobody coerces or torments” now? The as- 
sertion is so contradicted by facts that it does not 
need to be refuted. in detail, and neither are we re- 
quired to show that liberty still means emancipa- 
tion fróm tyranny, both secular and religious. 
Liberty is not a mere abstraction. Equal freedom 
is yet to be achieved for the human race, and this 
great work unites and inspires all who believe that 
liberty of thought, utterance, and action is con- 
duciv to happiness and will carry us onward to yet 
higher and more noble planes of living. 

Again Mr. Rosanov: 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $6.50 we will send Tux Trurm Suzxzr one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess "this splendid work. 

For $5 we will send Taz Terura Szexzr one 
year ($3) and «Paine's Great Works Complete" 
($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 


erected in Ohicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Taz Taur SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tax Taurm Szexzr one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's «* Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one | 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send. Tae Trura Szexzr one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- | 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Terura SEEKER one year 
($3) and « The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book " 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tux Truru SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SzEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 


“ Liberty only means something where there is faith. 
The man who believes, naturally desires freedom to act | 
upon and spread his belief, but for an age of unbelief | 
there is in justice no liberty required.” 

This is foolish to a degree. If liberty means 
something only where there is religious faith, how 
does it come that the ages of faith were the ages of 
slavery, and that, broadly speaking, the ideal of 
liberty to-day is highest and most inclusiv where 
faith is weakest? And is there no faith but in the 
spooks of theology? May not free men and women 
hav faith in themselvs, in justice, in liberty, in the 
future of the race here on this earth? It is suffi- 
cient answer to say that they do and that this faith 
spurs them into constant and beneficent activity. 
Of course “the man who believes, naturally desires 
freedom to act upon and spread his belief,” but in 

what must he believe to hav this desire? Only in 
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would refuse to grant u: : ore freedom of speech 
and activity : 

‘‘ Liberty for the development of truth and faith im- 
plies denial of liberty to unbelief and falsehood. There 
has been an extensiv propaganda in favor of ‘ freedom of 
conscience’ to Nonconformist sects, and this demand is 
eagerly seconded by those who are utterly hostil to all 
religion. Now, the spirit of the church is doubtless the 
spirit of tbe highest liberty, but that liberty grows out of 
faith. But the liberty to antagonize the church, to 
spread unbelief, cannot be granted by faith. The church 
recognizes nothing antithetical to it, just as reason does 
not recognize unreason.” 


Read that first sentence again. Who is to decide 
what is the “truth” and what the “ faith " to which 
liberty of propaganda is to be allowed? Who is 
seized of the infallible judgment which qualifies for 
the possession of the authority to suppress “ unbe- 
lief and falsehood”? ‘The earth belongs to the 
saints— we are the saints.” Such is the spirit of 
churchism, and there can be no doubt that the 
churchman believes that in the church is all truth 
and that she should hav ample power to destroy all 
who would antagonize the church by attempting to 

` spread ideas not accepted by that monopolistic or- 

ganization. This much we can readily understand, 
but we cannot comprehend how any honest man 
can say that the church which does this is at the 
same time the conserver of the “highest liberty.” 
The institution which permits no liberty outside of 
its own pale is not possessed of “ the spirit of the 
highest liberty,” and cannot be other than the re- 
lentless enemy of equal liberty and of the impartial 
justice which is its essence. 

Certainly no church which lays claim to the cus- 
todianship of a revelation embodying all truth can, 
logically, concede any rights to doubt or denial, but 
its defenders should be above the hypocrisy of arro- 
gating to themselvs the title of champions of human 
freedom. “ The church recognizes nothing anti- 
thetical to it,” and therefore cannot recognize lib- 
erty. How fraudulent, then, must be the claim that 
she alone possesses the secret of true liberty, and 
` is its only loyal defender! The church cannot be 
compared to reason, even were her creeds reasona- 
ble, for things unlike do not admit of comparison. 
The church is an organization formed to propa- 
gate certain dogmas, while reason is the name 
given to the mental process which evolves all 
dogmas, ideas, and systems of thought. Reason 
does not persecute unreason ; it supplants it. 


‘The liberty and toleration that exist are not the con- 
cessions of faith and truth; but of imperfect men who 
allow unbelievers to spread their ideas in freedom be- 
cause of a consciousness of lack of spiritual freedom in 
themselvs. We cannot resist the demand for toleration, 
but we are not the church, and in her, in religion, there 
is no toleration for irreligion. Toleration is a symbol of 
discord and dissolution, and its existence is the penalty 
this age pays for its indifference, skepticism, and loss of 
faith.” 


It is admitted that blind faith has granted neither 
liberty nor its counterfeit, toleration, but the more 
iruth men hav discovered the more ready they hav 
become to concede that there may be many realms 
of verity which they hav not explored, and so they 
hav been willing to see others enjoy the same 
freedom of investigation which they desire for 
themselvs. No doubt they were and are *imper- 
fect” mon, for there are no others, but that they 
were or are conscious “ of lack of spiritual freedom 
in themselvs" is not proven. At all events, the 
“spiritual freedom” which impels men to become 
the persecutors of their fellows—the only “spiritual 
freedom” which seems to hav been the “ sweetness 
and light” of the church’s inquisitors—is far better 
absent than present. The world can get along if 
the last vestige of it ia extinguished. 

Those who are disposed to think. that the church 
has ceased to be dangerous, and that we may safely 
stop our fight against the theocrats, will find in Mr. 
Rosanov's paper food for serious thought. We 
must understand that the church does not will- 
ingly grant us liberty to criticise her, and that she 
will foree her opinions upon us by the pressure of 
legal enactment whenever she can secure a political 
majority. We are foolish if we trust in the least 
to her generosity or sense of justice. The liberty 
we hay is the liberty we take. Her internal dissen- 
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sions are our salvation, and the only hope of equal 
freedom. 


An Outrage and One of its Apologists. 


The New Orleans Zimes-Democrat has taken up 
the case of W. B. Capps, an Adventist of Dresden, 
Tennessee, who was fined for working in his field 
on Sunday. His case was appealed to the Supreme 
Court of the state and there the decision of the 
lower court was affirmed. The fine and costs 
amount to $110.45, which he must serve out in 
prison at twenty-five cents per day. Mr. Capps 
has a wife and four- children, the eldest only six 
years of age, and one sick at the time of the father’s 
imprisonment. The sentence means immurement 
in an unhealthful jail for one year and nearly three 
months. A physician states that Mr. Capps cannot 
liv there for that length of time. The Times- 
Democrat has started a fund to pay his fine, and 
we are glad to see that some of the New Orleans 
Freethinkers hav contributed to it, and we hope 
that more will add their dollars. l 

The Atlanta Constitution, which is usually noth- 
ing if not wrong, descants upon the case as follows, 
after quoting a part of the Tímes-Democrat's 
editorial : 

** Wecannot agree vith our New Orleanscontemporary. 
Leaving out the question of religion entirely, the state 
has the right to appoint a day of rest, and in the interests 
of public morals and publie order it is a proper exercise 
of its police power to punish every violator of the Sunday 
laws. If we allowed farmers to workin their fields on 
Sunday because they had religiously observed Saturday 
asa day of rest, blacksmiths, mechanics, saloon-keep- 
ers, and merchants would soon claim the same right, 
and there would be no end of disorder in our cities and 
towns. Suppose the good people of Atlanta should wake 
up some Sunday morning and find a number of Seventh 
Day Adventists keeping open retail stores and hammer- 
ing away on new buildings in the course of erection? 
The entire crowd would be arrested and fined, and very 
properly. We might pity the offenders and let them off 
lightly for the first offense, but the community would 

not stand such conduct.” 

The claimed right of the state “to appoint a day 
of rest" means, in plain words, that the state has & 
right to say when the citizen shall work, play, or 
attend church. This assumed right we flatly deny. 
The state possesses no rights not first possessed by 
the units of which it is composed. . Rights not pos- 
sessed cannot be delegated. No citizen has a right 
to say when his neighbor shall work or when he 
shall rest. So much for that pretense, but all peo- 
ple acquainted with the Sunday-law question know 
that it s only a pretense; Sunday laws always hav 
been and are religious laws, in fact, and were 
enacted in the interest of a class which gets noto- 
riety and pay for working on Sunday. 

“Public morals and public order” are catch 
words, used to deceive. No one’s morals are dam- 
aged by freedom to work on Sunday, and the public 
has no morals, for “the public” is a fiction. The 
word is used to designate the aggregate of the 
membership of the community or the state, which, 
of course, has no morals apart from the morals of 
its units, which are, essentially, private, not public. 
As to the preservation of “public order,” which 


means the protection of the individual’s life, person, | 


and property, no special Sunday laws are needed 


for that purpose, for general laws, applicable on all į. 


days, will do all that can be done by law. In fact, 


Sunday laws contravene the general laws for the 


protection of person and property. They are in- 
vasiv rather than defensiv, and so we oppose them. 

The Constitution would punish farmers (who, as 
it is admitted, hav not disturbed the quiet of their 
neighbors) for working on Sunday, lest their ex- 
ample should encourage some city residentg to 
engage in noisy occupations on that day. This is 
equivalent to a proposition to shut all people off 
the streets when church services are in progress 
because itis feared that some possible drunken man 
will enter a church and interfere with the exercises. 

Who need be disquieted in Atlanta if they should 
find some of the retail stores open on Sunday 
morning? Who would be compelled to make pur- 
chases? Why should not the merchant who gets 
sufficient trade on that day to pay him for keeping 
open do so? Who isinjured?  Willhe make more 
noise than the church bella? Do you say that he 


has the advantage over his Sunday-keeping neigh. 
bor? Perhaps, if the Sunday observers do not 
boycott him the rest of the week, but so has, pre. 
sumably, the merchant who opens his place earlier on 
Monday morning and closes it later at night than-hig | 
rivals do theirs. Would you, therefore, decree that 
all stores should open and close at the same hour 
morning and evening? If not, why not? Did the 
Constitution never see confectionery stores, news 
stands, meat markets, bakeries, and hotels open in 
Atlanta on Sunday? Do no street cars run? And 
if these contributors to comfort minister to human ` 
needs on Sunday, why should not others, if there ig 
a demand for such service? All persons should be 
free to rest on the day that they prefer for that pur. 
pose and none should be compelled by law to abstain 
from work on any day that they choose to labor. 


A Sunday Law Row. 


New Canaan, Connecticut, is in a turmoil. The 
grand jurors run things in the villages of that state, 
and one of them, E. L. Arnold, has set out to en- 
force in New Canaan the old blue laws of the com- 
monwealth. In the local paper of the 4th inst. Mr. 
Arnold warned all business men that thereafter 
they must keep their places of business closed be- 
tween twelve o'clock Saturday. night and twelve 
o'clock Monday morning. Three years before this 
man Arnold had been expelled from the Methodist 
church for selling papers on Sunday. He is now 
trying to show his repentance by persecuting other 
business men. But the Sunday-shop-openers de- 
fied him and the musty old blue law by attend- 
ing to their regular duties on Sunday. A news- 
dealer, a barber, a butcher, three livery stable 
keepers, and two druggists were among those 
arrested. Taken before Justice of the Peace J. 
H. Silliman, they were fined from four to six dollars 
each. Mr. Silliman, who is the leading grocer, is 
accused of bringing produce from his farm and sell- 
ing itin New Cana&n on Sunday. "Under the law 
all amusements are forbidden' and the victims 
of the present raid may proceed to make the 
statute odious by securing the arrest of all sum- 
mer residents who drive in their own carriages, and 
also of the lawn’ tennis players. Juror Arnold 
hopes the town will “keep quiet” and that there 
* won't be any trouble," as though he had not 
already destroyed quiet and made trouble by his 
outrageous interference with the private affairs of 
his neighbors. That is the usual way with sneaks 
and despots; they are terribly shocked when those 
who' suffer from their rascality * make a fuss.” - 

On the Sunday (August 19th) following that on 
which the arrests just mentioned were made, most 
of the arrested persons and others defied Juror 
Arnold and his resurrected statute. The New York 
Times says that when its correspondent drove into 
the town “Newsdealers Stephen E. Ruscoe and F. 
À. Dickerman were doing a thriving business in 
New York morning papers;" two drug stores were 
open; Barber William Patterson was busy; Baker 
Barton was *dealing out bread," and three livery 
firms “were ready to bargain for turnouts, first 
asking a customer if he was engaged in an errand 
of mercy, the answer always being in the affirmativ.” 
Will the Sundayites assume responsibility for the 
lies their contemptible meanness forces people to 
tellin order to be unmolested in their legitimate 
business ? a: 

“S. W. Nichols, assistant editor of the Weekly Mes- 
senger, sat, with door wide open, preparing copy for the 


next issue, and assured the correspondent that he was 
not afraid of arrest.” 


Good for the knight of the quill! Juror Arnold 
said that as long as summer visitors ‘ behaved 
themselvs quietly " they would not be troubled, and 
he told the newsdealers they would not be bothered 
if they got through by 10 o’clock in the morning. 


‘** But,’ said the correspondent, ‘the law says that 
business places must close on Sunday. What right hav 
you or any other grand juror to limit the hours of a 
man’s work or to say when and in what manner he shall 
go driving?’ DP 

*'** Oh, I guess our association can fix that. John 
Light says itis good law, and they hav done it over in 
South Norwalk, so we will do it, or the offenders will be 
fined every time.’” 72 n 


That is the way such bigot’s statutes enable little 
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Incal gods to play fast and loose with justice and 
egual freedom. If the law was impartially enforced, 
Raymond, who serves the writs, would be arrested 
and fined for playing the church organ on Sunday. 
But of course the church is exempt from all laws it 
gets enacted for the government and robbery of 
the people. - 


We want copies of the “Ingersoll-Black Discus- 
sion.” Will either pay cash or exchange new books. 
Address TRUTH Srzxer OFFICE. 


Tur Terura Serger has received the following 
contributions to the Wise Defense Fund since our 
last acknowledgment: Copley Cottrell, $1; R. W. 
Fairchild, 25 cenis; Jas. Bigham, $1; Sidney Wal- 

‘ter, $2; A. W. Beery, $1; Jas. H. Handy, $3. 


The committee on charities of the New York 
Constitutional Convention has unanimously reported 
adversely on all proposed amendments forbidding 
appropriations from the state to charitable institu- 
tions under sectarian control. We shall hav some- 
thing to say about some of the arguments in this 
report in future issues. 


“When a man begins to put the rotten apples in the 
bottom of the measure, how soon he begins to conelude 
that the Bible is a failure !”—Ram’s Horn. 


Yes, it does seem that it fails to make or keep: 


him honest. But what can you expect of a book 


which tells him to sell rotten meat to the stranger ?: 


It is so easy to reason that the permission includes 
` decayed fruit. 


“Tt is the patience and toleration of the disinherited, 
not their cruelty or vengeance, which strikes us as 
among the most wonderful of moral facts."— Chronicle, 
London, England. ; 


Are you sure that you are dealing with a “moral” 
fact? Is it not ignorance which holds the people 
in subjection to superstition and tyranny? If so, 
we are confronting an intellectual instead of a 
moral fact. 


— —— e ——— 
We are pleased to see evidences of the prosperity 
of our London contemporary. the Freethinker. It 
has recently donned a new dress throughout, and 
presents a most neat and attractiv appearance. Mr. 
Foote and his assistant, J. M. Wheeler, with such 
staff writers as Frederick Ryan, Charles Watts, and 
W. Heaford, are maintaining the always enviable 
reputation of the Freethinker. It prints only the 
best matter and hence is always a most creditable 
representativ of the Freethought cause. 


The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will this 
week write again to United States District-Attorney 
W. ©. Perry, Topeka, Kansas, asking him to nolle 
prosse the suit against J. B. Wise, of Clay Center, 
Kansas, indicted for sending through the mails to 
Rev. H. B. Vennum & postal card upon which was 
written a passage from the Bible. Show that the 
continued persecution of Mr. Wise is invidious and 
impolitie, inasmuch as the Bible societies which 
send out millions of copies of the Bible are not 
molested, and such partiality will arouse in the 
minds of the people a suspicion which will soon 
ripen into a conviction that the laws against ob- 
scenity are intended to reach only the poor and 
those who hold’ unpopular views on the subject of 
religion. 


Mr. Putnam appears to hav made a good impres- 
sion at Fargo, North Dakota. This is what the 
Daily Forum of that place says about his recent 
lectures there : l 


“The series of Liberal lectures by Mr. Putnam in the 
Unitarian church closed last evening with one on Spirit- 
ualism, Theosophy, and Freethought. While, as the 
speaker stated, many of his audience did not agree with 
him on some points advanced, the lectures hav been re- 
markable, and furnished abundant food for thought. 
The idea advanced last evening upon the dignity of 
labor was a beautiful one and shonld encourage every 
one to perform his daily duties cheerfully and with more 
zest than before. These lectures were very largely at- 
tended and closely listened to by every one in the room.” 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethoüght" still 
challenges and receives subscriptions at the rate of 
$5 per volume or $6.50 for the book and Tux 


Truru Szzxz& one year. We hav the names of 


fulness.” 


| these new subseribers to report: Dr. A. J. Gillis, 


Pennsylvania ; N. Philibirt, Kansas; H. F. Speiser, 
North Dakota; Leger Meyer, North Carolina ; Wm. 
Minch, Minnesota; L. F. Keim, Montana. 
BEP NEN TEE MEAN 

We are pleased to learn that Miss Wixon's latest 
work, * Right Living," has been adopted for use in 
the. public schools of Sutton, Massachusetts, as 
authority in ethical instruction. And Mr. S. S. 
Croker, a well known educator, himself formerly a 
teacher, writes to the author: “I hav read your 
last book, ‘Right Living.’ I like it; it is an inspi- 
ration; it is just like its author. The definition of 
education in ‘Right Living’ is by far the best I 
hav ever seen, and, when you said‘ Right doing 
makes right living,’ you struck the right note, Miss 
Wixon. I hav put your excellent book into the 
hands of my boys, Ralph and Clinton, that by it 
they may learn, while life is new, the noblest of the 
arts—Right Living. If it helps them as it has 
helped me, I shall hav double cause for thank- 


In Denmark there is such an epidemic of self- 
destruction that it has been proposed to turn over the 
bodies of all suicides to medical colleges for dissec- 
tion. The fear of hell being no longer a sufficient 
deterrent it is hoped that the aversion to after-death 
mutilation on earth will prove an effectiv check. 
The hope is a vain one. The London Freethinker 
remarks that “the improvement of the condition of 
the living is the one thing needful.” This is an 
error, if reference is had only to the bettering of 
material circumstances. The decrease of poverty 
would of course lessen the number of suicides due 
to that cause, but not even universal physical com- 
fort will prevent the recurrence of epidemics of 
suicide as well as the eruption of other ‘epidemic 
delusions” so long as the imitativ instinct is so 
strong in the race. Men and women must become 
self-centered, which implies, necessarily, the eleva- 
tion of the average of intelligence. And even this 
will not prevent the self-destruction of the hope- 
lessly diseased, the crippled, and the very aged 
who are helpless, for these classes will more and 
more rebel against useless suffering. 


Although the village hall at Saratoga Springs is 
occupied Sunday evenings by the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, the Christians were much 
disturbed and began to talk about the rights of tax- 
payers when it was announced that Colonel Inger- 
soll would deliver his lecture, “Liberty of Man, 
Woman, and Child,” in said hall. A local corre- 
spondent of the Saratogian protested that this was 
“Sabbath desecration of the most abominable char- 
acter,” and “blasphemy against the Lord of the 
Sabbath and his revelation to man ;" Ingersoll was 
called a “ribald scoffer and blatant Infidel,” and 
liberty was said to be “running riot” because “a 
hall paid for by Christian voters" was to **be oc- 
cupied on the Lord’s day by one who makes insane 
mirth at the expense of the most cherished and 
sacred convictions of the centuries.” Considering 
the fact that the lecture, * Liberty of Man, Woman, 
and Child,” is a splendid plea for justice, generos- 
ity, and kindness, and the further fact that Colonel 
Ingersoll wings most of his shafts of wit and satire 
ayainst the horrible dogma of an eternal hell, the 
rhapsody of the correspondent about “the most 
cherished and sacred convictions of the centuries ” 
seems a little out of place, and sounds like a bad 
example of anti-climax. 


** The creation of crimes by means of statutes providing 
for their punishment has generally proved itself bad 
policy.’ : 

** This is subjected to an analysis by the Voice, and in- 
terpreted as meaning, ‘if it means anything, that all 
penal laws are bad policy.’” 

It does mean something, but it does not mean 
what the Voice interprets it to mean. Crimes, per 
se do not need creation by statute; they are crimes 
whether the law does or does not recognize them 
assuch. On the other hand, the law often designates 
as a crime an act which is not a crime in the nature 
of things. Such, for instance, are all offenses 
against the sanctity of Sunday. Such, in the past, 
were all blasphemy and witchcraft laws. Such, to- 


more nor less. 
in our pulpits! 


ficient. 
character of the day—in other words, the religious ele- 
ment of the institution—the American Sabbath must 
inevitably perish. Conscience is the only effectual means 


day, are the laws which enable our delectable Society 
for the Cultivation of Mendicancy, alias the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, to arrest 
and punish children and their parents because the 
former sre trying to support themselvs by honest 
labor. There are thousands more similar statutes 
which punish as crimes acts which are not crimes, 
and the Voice is anxious to increase-the number of 
such enactments. No wonder that it tries to darken 
counsel and confuse judgment by arguments of 
which the before quoted “analysis” is a fair sample. 


Did some optimist say that the Protestant church 
of to-day is largely free from gross superstition and 
that the dogma of hell-fire punishment is practically 
dead? The Methodist is the most numerous and the 


wealthiest division of Protestant Christianity in the 


United States. One of its most important auxili- 
aries is the Epworth League, a society of young 
people which is doing a great educational work 
among the. children of Methodists and others. 


Under the department head of “ Epworth League ” 
in a contemporary, in a * Theme for Prayer Meet- 
ing" from the parable of the tares, we find many 
gems of profound thought. 


The children are told 
that “reciting parables is spiritual portrait-paint- 


ing," and that “true preaching is sowing gospel 


seed,” which makes the young Christian responsible 
for these, among other things: 

‘The use of authorized seed. The gospel. Neither 
Away with politics and political economy 


** Christ speaks of the pernicious influence of an 
‘enemy.’ This is Satan, operating as a diabolical trinity 


in unity. 


**Satan is the chief of wicked spirits. Very powerful. 
(See Job.) Almost omnipresent by means of his sub- 
alterns. The embodiment of malignity. ‘Hath great 
wrath.’ 

‘The world. Satan the owner. Offered to give it to 
Christ. He manipulates it to his advantage, 

“The flesh. Is Satan’s beast of burden. 

** On the last day God will appropriately dispose of the 
tares, as well as the wheat. The former shall be burned. 
Shall be precipitated into the bottomless pit, where there 


is weeping and gnashing of teeth. The wheat will be 


gathered into God’s barn.” 


Is it really so, Mr. Radical Optimist, that we are 
“assaulting the dead” when we criticise the Bible 
and antagonize the schemes of the churches? 


The Christian Advocate, Methodist, agrees with 
the Christian Reformer, Covenanter, that the pres- 
ervation of the Christian Sabbath “is the only way 

of perpetuating the republic itself,” but 
the Methodist organ, unlike the Covenanter, evi- 
dently has little faith in law to secure the result 
desired. It says: ; 

‘*Physical force alone will avail little or nothing. Ar- 


guments drawn from mere expediency will prove insuf- 
If we rely upon these, and disregard the sacred 


to counteract anti-Sabbath sentiment. Since this is so, 


it becomes the imperativ duty, especially of the home 


and the church, to teach that the basis upon which the 
Sabbath rests is divine.” 


Dr. Buckley does not here state whether he will 


or will not in the future, as he has in the past, defend 


the rightfulness of Sunday laws, but he leaves us 
to infer that his want of faith in such laws is caused 


by their inadequacy rather than by their injustice. 
If he believes, as he avers, that “the basis upon 


which the Sabbath rests is divine,” how can he favor 
civil laws to secure its observance without favoring 
the union of church and state, something which he 
says is not associated with the Sunday recognition 
that he advocates? When, in another part of the 
same article, he speaks disparagingly of the classes. 
that denounce our Sunday statutes as “oppressiv 
and tyrannical,” he must be understood to imply that 
he does not consider those statutes oppressiv 
and tyrannical. But if “physical force will avail lit- 
tle or nothing,” why continue, by persisting in the 
resort to physical force, making enemies for a cause 
that is strong only, as he declares, when it is in- 
trenched in consciénce? Why not giv up the 
admittedly ineffectual struggle to coerce non- 
observers of Sunday, and try the effect of the teach- 
ing without which, he says, the American Sabbath 
cannot be saved? 
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The Strange Ways of Divine Providence, 


The Cafe Roche is a popular resort in one of the 
most frequented boulevards of Paris. It is entered 
directly from the street by a large door in the mid- 
dle of the front, and has broad windows on each 
side of the door. Inside is a large space hand- 
somely floored in mosaic, with a profusion of mirrors 
on the walls, the usual array of tables, chairs, and 
newspapers on file. Just to the left on entering 
one sees the cashier’s spacious desk, whereat is 
seated the pleasant-faced Madam Roche, with a 
smile of recognition ever-ready for the habitues of 
the place. On the counter stand two fine and 
highly-polished silver vases in which are deposited 
the gratuities of the waiters, and in the reflecting 
surfaces of which madam can see her own cheerful 
features as effectually as in a mirror. It was an 
unusually warm and bright spring day, and, with 
the door thrown wide open, and both the large 
windows swung open on their pivots, and standing 
out at right angles to the street, the place had a 
bright, summery, open-air aspect. People were be- 
ginning to flock in for their dejeuner; a miscella- 
neous assortment, bourgeoisie, professionals, artists, 
journalists, etc., an epitome of the world of life. 
Can anything be more typical of the extent to 
which the French carry the personal right of every- 
one to all the externals of politeness than the entree 
to an ordinary restaurant. Madam knows person- 
ally the majority of those who come, and for such 
has a pleasant smile and a few sociable words in 
reply to the necessary salute. The stranger enter- 
ing, raises his hat to her, equally with the personal 
acquaintance. No matter what brutalities of life 
may exist under the surface, all the external signs 
of respect and self-respect are given and taken with 

‘the politest of airy grace. 

Enter Madam Brissot and daughter. “Ah! ’tis 
you; you are early, Madam." “Yes, my husband 
has gone out of town, and to console little Louise 
we are going sight-seeing to the Louvre, so we 
started early.” ‘How goes it with the mother-in- 
law?” «Oh, she is inconsolable, but I won't giv 
way. Iwon'thav the child baptized. You knowI 
think the church a huge deception.” ‘Yes, I am 
of your opinion. Pierre, Pierre, a table for Madam 
Brissot.” 

* Ah, 'tis M. Vallon! How was it at the opera 
last night?" “Oh, the debutante was superb!” 
* Wait a minute, doctor. Tell me about those poor 
patients of yours. Is the sick feather-worker living 
still?” 

Doctor Goulet, who is an Atheist with one of the 
finest practices in Paris, spends a great deal of 
time and money on poor and unknown patients, 
who adore him and call him blessed. Madam 
Roche is a great aid to him, sending anywhere, 
at shortest notice, delicacies and supplies for his 
poorer class of patients, and grudges no expense 
where the want is intimated by the good doctor. 
Between them, and unknown to any but themselvs, 
they hav soothed the way to death of many of the 
helpless and stricken, and many more hav been 
helped back to life and their place in the world by 
these two silent-working worldlings. 

As they talk madam bows to M. Malparle, the 
cruel critic, and banters him as he passes with, 
“Say, old gourmand, try the game pie—it is fine 
to-day!” He passes and seats himself at table with 
M. Riche, a wealthy financier who has made his 
money by all sorts of notoriously shady transactions 
and wrecked more homes than anyone could tell of, 
and who is Madam Roche’s pet aversion. 

« See,” she says to the doctor, “how the birds of 
prey gather together. They thieve and plunder, and 
always escape too. If this place were blown up 
with dynamite, like the Cafe Grand, those two 
would be among the saved.” 

The next moment a terrible explosion was heard, 
with shrieks of women, cracking of wood, and fall 
of broken glass; a terrible concussion of the air, 
with suffocating clouds of smoke. Everywhere was 
confusion, terror, and destruction. Another bomb 
had exploded in the Cafe Roche and all Paris was 
thrown into convulsions of excitement. When the 
police had taken possession of the place and the 
helpers began to gather up the dead, among them 
were the good doctor and little Louise Brissot, the 
unbaptized child. Among the living, sure enough, 
were M. Malparle and M. Riche. 

There were the usual police blunders over the 
affair. Ever so many obviously innocent people 
were arrested and put to great inconvenience and 
annoyance and then dismissed. Everybody was 
safisfied that it was an Anarchist outrage, and 
all the suspects in the suspected quarter were “ in- 
vestigated” by the police and their spies. At last, 
through some indiscretion on his own part, the 
guilty man was found, tried, and sentenced to the 
guillotin. The misguided man who, in his madness 


over real social evils, had in his turn caused worse 
evil in the sacrifice of innocent lives, became “con- 
verted” by the priest who. attended to the “ spirit- 
ual wants” of the jail. Before he was executed he 
had “ made his peace with God” and gone through 
the necessary forms to make him .à member of the 
“only true church.” 

Some days after the execution Father Perrault 
dined with M. Mery, the rich manufacturer, at a 
small town in the neighborhood of Paris. M. Mery, 
besides being an Atheist and a friend of Dr. Goulet, 
who had been killed in the explosion, was also a 
large employer of labor and interested in the affairs 
of the little town. So he and the cure being thrown 
together in public life came to be on friendly terms. 
The cure could not afford to be at outs with M. 
Mery, even if he were a wicked libre penseur. Be- 
sides, who has such a scent for good dinners and 
fine wines—who can so well hold the candle to the 
devil as your country cure? And he dropped dark 
hints to his friends encouraging the idea that good 
might come to mother church some day from his 
association with the large-hearted manufacturer. 
She had gathered into her fold subjects much less 
likely than M. Mery, and besides there were madam 
and the young ladies. And, truth to tell, much 
good work was done in the town through the cure 
by and with the funds supplied by M. Mery. The 
church reaped the credit and the cure assured his 
objectors that he never swerved from his doctrins 
in his conversations with the follower of the “man 
of sin.” To do the cure justice, he was so bent on 
justifying himself on the latter point by holding 
sharply orthodox views that M. Mery .sometimes 
thought him more intolerant than he really was. 
Of late the cure had talked to his parishioners a 


great deal about the terrible bomb explosion at the 


Cafe Roche as a sign of the violence and self-will 
that must be rampant whenever the direction of 
worldly affairs was taken out of the hands of the 
holy church. God, in his providence, ordered 
things in the world to work out his own ends; he 
was all-knowing and knew best what was good for 
us in the long run. True, it did sometimes seem 
as if there were want of aim in some things that 
happened, but then it was our duty to take things 
a8 he ordered them, and to remember that what we 
did not understand of his ways was to be regarded 
as a mystery and, as such, appealed to our faith 
and not to our reason. The holy father should 
be our guide. To him had been confided the 
direction not only of the spiritual faith, but also 
of the reason. Faith was the highest ideal in 
man and reason subordinate to it. When men 
abandoned faith and appealed to reason, see the re- 
sult—dynamite and Socialism, confusion and dis- 
order in society. Let men hav faith and all would 
go well. Some of his hearers urged that the “age 
of faith " was notoriously dark and disorderly—that 
it was not noted for its peace or order. Knowing 
ones shook their heads and intimated that with all 
his want of faith M. Mery seemed to be a very 
good man; he even had more influence than Father 
Perrault himself. Ah, that was owing to his 
wealth! Yes, but why did God prosper him, with 
his want of faith, with his use of reason? There 
was M. Pellaton, down in the little town, in the 
same trade as M. Mery, his rival in fact. He had a 
good start years before M. Mery, and M. Mery be- 
gan with nothing. M. Pellaton was a good Catholic, 
a dutiful son of the church, and as for faith, he was 
full of it. True, some folks said he had so much 
faith that it made him stupid. At any rate, God 
prospered M. Mery, and M. Pellaton was getting 
poorer every day. M. Pellaton was a sere point 


-with the cure; he could only shrug his shoulders in 


reply. 

Well, as we said, on this day Father Perrault 
dined with M. Mery. The dinner passed off as 
usual in good-humored talk; and when the ladies 
had retired the two men remained talking about 
town matters and people of mutual interest. After 
a while M. Mery rang the bell for the room to be 
cleared, and the two went out through the long 
French window down the steps into the pleasgnt 
old garden. Very often, in their discussions, they 
used to banter one another on religious subjects, 
and sometimes, could his parishioners hav heard 
him, they might hav been shocked at Father -Per- 
rault’s light handling of such subjects where he 
knew he was safe. Once M. Mery had shown him 
a large nectarin tree trained on a wall; the tree 


was dying back branch by branch, and Father 


Perrault said nothing but the church could save it. 
He would make it all right again by blessing it if 
M. Mery would giv him perpetual tithes on it: 
Mery professed to want to beat the price down to 
five per cent instead of ten per.cent on the ground 
that being a manufacturer, he was entitled to trade 
prices, but at last the tithe was agreed upon. As 
the tree did not recover, M. Mery insisted that the 


priest must hav cursed instead of blessed it. Father 
Perrault thought that they would hav to hay a magg 
said for the good of its soul, and they bargained 
over the price. In the meanwhile the gardener had 
cut back the dead wood, and treated the tree in his 
own fashion, and after awhile it had recovered, and 
again seemed to promis a good result. So the two 
men used to go and look at it and poke fun at one 
another’s ideas. The priest speculated as to how 
much his first year’s tithes would come to, but Mery 
argued that all the credit Would belong to the gar- 
dener, because he did what he knew to be neces. 
sary, whilst Father Perrault speculated and. theo. 
rized about what he knew nothing about, and when 
some one else had brought about a good result, 
came in and said, like his church: “See what my 
blessing and praying and masses can do!"  — 
To-day, as they stopped in front of the tree, a 
little of the old persiflage passed between them, but . 
M. Mery did not seem so good humored as usual; 
his gibes at the priest seemed to be harsher and 
more earnest in tone. The cure-began to think back 
to find whether he had said anything at which his 
host might hav taken offense. But he could not 
arrive at any such conclusion. He changed the sub- 
ject as they walked on, and gradually they began to 
talk of the topics of the day, politics, news and so 
on, till the cure at last referred to the horrors of 
the bomb explosion at the Cafe Roche. Then M. 
Mery became pugnacious and referred to the 
priest’s utterances on the ‘subject in the town, 
which the latter proceeded to defend and enlarge 
upon. M. Mery listened, at first occasionally inter- 
jecting a pugnacious word or two; but as the priest 
continued, Mery’s manner and tone changed, until 
at last he said, with a gentler and pleading manner, . 
* Oh, it’s horrible, horrible, to hear a man, such as 
I know you to be, talk so, and there can be only 
one explanation of it. Once within the pate of the 
church, and at the church’s call, the priest, no mat- 
ter how good the man’s nature, will overshadow the 
man in the interest of the church. The influence 
is so subtle, so far-reaching, so fatally blinding, that 
though you feel it and act upon it, you do not your- 
self know or even suspect that it exists. Perrault, 
Perrault, I know that you are an honest man, even 
if you are a priest; but it is the church and her 
dogmas that speak through you; you, yourself, 
from your own nature, could never utter such 
blasphemies against your God.” Perrault had never 
seen him so much in earnest. His church training 
showed itself at once in the quickness with which 
he disclaimed the manliness Mery credited him with 
and assumed the tone and manner of the priest. 
Mery continued: “It is not what you say about 
the wickedness of such deeds of violence as the 
affair of Cafe Roche that we are in disagreement 
about. - There we are at one. But you will keep on 
claiming that your God interests himself and inter- 
feres in the affairs of man and directs them toward 
good. ends; in short, that he is a watchful and 
guiding providence. This affair ought to teach you 
differently.” Dl 
Then they carried on an animated discussion as 
to what had become of those who had died in the 
explosion at the Cafe Roche, Mery assuming, for the 
sake of argument, that there was a future life for. 
them. Pressed for a real statement of his belief, 
the cure maintained that the criminal, having re- 
pented and. put on faith as an armor and made his 
peace with God, would be received into heaven ; but 
that the child could not be because she had not 
been baptized; nor could Dr. Goulet be, because not 
having been baptized, he was also a disbeliever in 
God, and Jesus has said that “ whosoever shall deny 
me before men, him will I also deny before my 
Father” Mery contended that if the religious con- 
ception of God as a being all-powerful, all-knowing, 
just, merciful, kind, and directing events for the 
benefit of his children were true, then the cure's 
ideas were degrading to such a conception. Such a 
being would hav better shown his good will if he 
had prevented the explosion; he could hav done so: 
if he had wanted; as he did not, how could he be 
the kind and beneficent being he was represented 
to be? Indeed, he could only be either indifferent 
or else cruel. On the other hand, if he did wish 
to prevent it and could not, he was not all-powerful. 
Perrault replied that being all-powerful he could hav 
prevented it—that he did not for a moment doubt; : 
but as he had not prevented it, we must suppose it.. 
was for some good purpose of his own. Mery went: 
on to point out the scandal that. was involved in : 
the further details of the affair. : Dr. Goulet and 
little Louise Brissot would be condemned to hell; 
to everlasting torture; yet both were admitted: to 
be faultless except in wanting faith. Yes, the doctor 
was a good man, but. he could not be saved, as hé* 
had “not believed; the -eriminal] who had caused’ 
the deaths, having. repented, could: go to heaven! 
Mery took the case of the little girl by itself. Whose 
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been baptized? 


it. . Except that it had not been made one with 


God it was blameless; and even here it was blame- 


. less, as the blame, if any, lay entirely with the 
mother. "The mother still lived. The child, having 
been consigned to hell, could the mother, if she 
now repented and made her peace with God, be 
saved and inherit the everlasting life? Undoubt- 
edly she could. Then what.a degraded idea of the 
divine justice, of God’s infinit pity, the priest must 
hav! A -blameless child could go to hell through 
the fault of her mother; the mother, through re- 
repentance and faith, might go to heaven; from 
there, across the great and impassable gulf described 
by Luke, she may see her child in torment, her child 
in hell through her neglect, and yet herself partak- 
ing of the joys of heaven! 
teach! To any mother such a heaven. could be 
nothing but hell itself. To any manly and reason- 
ing man a God arranging things so could be only a 
fiend. Then take the criminal himself, he who 
caused the explosion. He is too wicked to be al- 
lowed to liv on earth, and yet. for his repentance 
and faith your creed givs him the entrance into 
heaven; and those good people, the doctor and the 
child, whom this fiend’s sudden act deprived of any 
chance to work out their own salvation, they go to 
hell! A man too bad to be allowed to liv.on earth, 
by his faith can be made good enough to go to 
heaven! A man good enough to be allowed to liv 
on earth, so good as to be regretted when he is 
-~ gone, cannot, for his want of faith, be made good 
enough to go to heaven! Bah! your conception of 


divine Providence is ridiculous, and it is only your | 


priestly allegiance to the church that could make a 
man like you defend it.” M 

Here their discussion was interrupted by the 
arrival of the ladies. Mery and the priest continued 
good friends personally, but it was noticeable that 
Mery thereafter became more combativ, and that his 
change of attitude took the shape of organizing 
institutions to neutralize the immoral teachings of 
the church, instead of trying to do good work 
through wrong channels. Cuas. B. Coorzz.. 


Mr. Peck and the Tariff. 


An experience of many years as an extensiv 
breeder of poultry has assured me that the attack 
in Tug Tsuru Sexxer of July 28th, of which I was 
the intended victim, instead of resulting in a dan- 
gerous bite, proved to be only a Peck, savage but 
harmless. Viewing my assailant from a position of 
perfect security, I was enabled to make three im- 
portant discoveries, to wit: 

1. That, apart from a few absurd illustrations, 
Mr. Peck has not advanced an original argument, 
nor one that has not been refuted a little more than 
a million times; 

9. That his contempt for facts is a little greater 
than is usually found, even. among free traders, 
dealing as he does in theories only; and 

3. Yhat while some theories hav the merit of 
being founded on facts, those of Mr. Peck are not 
included in this class, founded as they are upon a 
fallacy too transparent to cast.a shadow. 

This fallacy is well expressed in Mr. Peck’s own 
words: “This tax, whatever it may be, is added to 
the price of the goods, and is ultimately paid by the 
consumer.” Upon this rotten dogma rests every 
argument he has produced, and with it every argu- 
ment falls. How any sane man can longer be de- 
luded by this glaring fraud is a problem which St. 
Peter alone can solve. 

The statement above quoted contains a pair of 
assertions unsustained by a reasonable theory, un- 
supported by a single fact, as absurd as the plagues 


of Egypt, untenable as the geology of Moses, asser- 


tions that hav been refuted a thousand different 
times, in a thousand different ways, by a thousand 
different facts. Argument that consists of theory 
` and fancy is simply no argument. : 

I call upon Mr. Peck for facts instead of theories. 
I call upon him, or any other free trader living, to 
name & half dozen protected articles which are not 
cheaper to-day than when they were free of duty. 
I call upon him to point to one dollar that he has 
ever been taxed or ever been obliged to pay by a 
protectiv tariff. 

Af he does not know the difference between the 
protectiv and the revenue tariff, he must be in- 
formed that the latter class would include such 
duties as might be levied upon articles that we can- 
not produce, or at least in quantities too small to 
hav any appreciable effect on supply and demand, 
such as tea, coffee, sugar, Spices, ete. DR 

-I.eall upon him to explain why Europe is so 
anxious for free trade in America; why, in the early 


“Undoubtedly the fault lay with 
the mother, the child had nothing to do with 


What nonsense you. 


fore the House finance committee sought the re- 
moval of duties from their particular products; 
why, when asked by the committee whether they or 
their American consumers paid said duties, they 
replied without exception that not one cent was 
paid by consumers. I call upon him to say whether 
they were fools or liars. 

I call upon him -to explain why M. D. Harter 
objects to a Cuban tariff on American flour. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Peck, Cuban consumers would hav 
to pay it, so why should Mike object? American 
millers know better than this, if Mr. Peck does not. 

I call upon him to explain his arithmetic. If the 
present price, including tariff, is less than former 
price without tariff, is it not a queer kind of addi- 
tion? If Mr. Peck can pay duty and get three 
pounds of wire nails for the same price that he paid 
for one pound without duty, can he not stand that 
kind of taxation? i , 

Our friend of Naples, N. Y., is not so stupid as 
he would hav us believe. 

The New York Sun declared, and Mr. Peck well 
knows, that during the first two years of the 
McKinley law the prosperity of the United States 
was greater than was ever previously enjoyed by any 
country or any people living under the light of 
civilization, that our foreign trade was greater than 
ever before, and that the output of American in- 
dustries was nearly equal to the combined product 
of the rest of the world. 

He also knows that from the day of Cleveland's 
election this prosperity began to fail Manufac- 
turers began to put out their fires, the wheels of 
industry stopped, thousands of families were de- 
prived of their incomes, and grim Poverty stalked 
where his presence was never before known. 

A party pledged to the destruction of the 
McKinley law had been elected to power, and Amer- 
ica began to prepare for that unhappy result. Mr. 
Peck also knows that if the present. peril of the 
McKinley law could be removed, that is, if the 
present Congress could be dissolved, or would adopt 
a resolution that it would make no tariff changes 
whatever, and that existing tariff laws would remain 
untouched, business would begin to revive at once. 

At this date (August 6th) it is impossible to say 
what will be the final result, but mark this predic- 
tion: Should all tariff legislation by the present 
Congress be defeated, general improvement in busi- 
ness will be visible in every direction in less than 
one month from the date on which such defeat is 
made certain, and ere long the entire land will 
regain its former prosperity. On the other hand, 
should the Wilson bill become a law, times will be 
harder than he has ever known. 

I hav always admired Mr. Peck as a man of great 
ability. He has cast off the yoke of Jesus Christ, 
but still.grovels under the heel of Adam Smith. 
He cannot see that the same means which compel 
the widow to pay &n extra dollar for coal will com- 
pel the Americans, under free trade, to pay extra 
dollars for European goods. He cannot see that 
the free admission of foreign goods will hav pre- 
cisely he same effect on American wage earners as 
will the free admission of foreign laborers, though 
in a much greater degree. : 

He labors under the delusion that American 
machinery is vastly superior to that of Europe, but 
had he carefully examined the machinery depart- 
ment at the World's Fair he would not hav ventured 
such a statement. 

The writer spent one day in that department, 
which was more interesting to him: than any other 
exhibit, and having some knowledge of mechanical 
principles, both mathematical and practical. I place 
my judgment against that of Mr. Peck, that he is 
sadly in error on this point. 

I hav none but the kindest wishes for Mr. Peck 
and the entire Truru Szzxer family. 
Locust Corner, O. Caas O. Hays. 


To the Editor of Tux Trura Serrer, Sir: In 
your issue of July 28th is an article by John Peck 
on the tariff question. With your permission I 
will make comments on a few sayings contained 
therein. 

Will Mr. Hays please explain how a tariff on coal makes 
it come Cheaper to the widow? 

This question is put at the end of a variety of 
doleful remarks concerning the poor widow. The 
schedule of my copy of the tarif states that there is 
not and has not been any tax on household coal. 
The duty is placed only on soft coal, which is unfit 
for domestic use by either rich or poor, and is 
burned exclusivly by steamers, blacksmiths, and 
factories. Although this fact precludes the idea of 
sympathizing in the matter of household coal for 
the poor, it is intimated by Mr. Peck that they are 


heavily taxed in the cost of their living by tariff 


days of the Wilson bill, foreign representativs be- ' duties on other articles not specified, 


life; it is self-defense. 
is essential that commerce should, to some extent, 


535 


Right here would be the place to show that a free 
trade tarif is more burdensome on the poor than a 
protectiv tariff, but I am reminded that such a 
showing would not touch Mr. Peck’s line of argu-. 
ment. According to his theory free trade duties 
and protection duties are alike dishonest; they are 
equally iniquitous. He believes in unqualified, ab- 
solute free trade; on this point he is squarely 
opposed to both Cleveland and Harrison. 

It is difficult to discuss international, unrestricted 
competition in trade and do it seriously, because it 
has no practical bearing on anything that is going 
on in this day and generation. That absolute free 
trade may become a practical issue this side of the 
millennium is possible but not probable. Evidently 


Brother Peck sympathizes with the poor, and 
I take it for granted that he fully believes that 
his scheme of unrestricted competition, if tried, 


would result in benefit to that class. But would 


it? Isit a true remedy? One cannot speak with 


certainty of & mere theory, but what is there in 


financial history leading to the conviction that free 
competition is a genuin remedy for poverty ? 
free-for-all race ought we to assume that the poor 
will come out ahead instead of the trusts and 
monopolies, the plutocracy ? 
should agree to abolish customs duties, what is to 
hinder the newer, smaller, or weaker nations from 
becoming victims to the avarice of the powerful! 
There are sharks in the sea, tigers on the land, and 


Ina 


If all the nations 


the modern commercial pirate is everywhere present ; 


all three of them take their highest delight in free 


competition. Protection is a primary element of 


To progressiv civilization it 


be regulated by law. The tariff however it may 


hav acquired its name, is a product of evolution 


from savagery and barbarism. In the natural order 
of progress tariffs will be improved and perfected ; 
they will not be abolished. ‘The highest type of © 
tariff yet attained is a product of French political 
economy—a tariff with a large free list and protectiv 
reciprocity duties. To say that indirect taxation is 
dishonest is not sensational; we all know that. 
direct taxation is also dishonest. To determin . 
which of the two is the most unfair and dishonest 
is a fine subject for dispute, but the statesmen of 
all nations would probably decide in favor of direct 
taxation. To sum up on this head, my freethinking 
leads to the conclusion that free trade and fair 
trade are two quite different things and that abso- 
lute free trade has no substantial charm for the 
Liberal mind and is not a true remedy for the ills 
of poverty. 


It is remarkable that at this late day as shrewd a people 
as the Americans claim to be should still be disputing 
about the tariff. It ought to hav been settled in twenty 
years after it was taken in hand by keen Yankee intellect. 

Far be it from me to claim that the average 
American is either shrewd or wise as a business 
legislator; }e is too much interested in campaigns 
of education in partisan lying and appeals to passion 
and greed. Thomas Paine said that all governments 
were a necessary evil. However that may be, just 
as long as national governments exist the necessity 
for regulating commerce by law will exist. The 
really remarkable thing is that any person should 
consider the tariff question capable of permanent 
settlement. If it was finally settled that would be 
an extremely remarkable circumstance. Whether 
the poor will always be with us I cannot guess, but 
the tariff racket, although it be not a thing of joy 
or beauty, is likely to abide with us forever. There 
is a substantial reason why I hav profound respect 
for “keen Yankee intellect” and it is with a feeling 
of genuin regret that the admission is drawn from 
me that even Yankee intellect cannot achieve the 
impossible inside of twenty years. Furthermore, 


that mysterious and fickle creature known as “ the 


people” has yielded to the enormous pressure of 
the great Bourbon reaction and has swept the 
Yankee from the supreme seat of power. That last 
sentence opens a mine full of fresh, timely, and in- 
teresting material to the hand of every lover of 
human improvement, but I hav no intention on this 
occasion to investigate the new Pandora’s box — 
which has been opened before us, to our distress, 
by the tariff reform plutocracy. Preston Day. 

Castana, Ia. 

To the Editor of Tax. Truta Srexer—Sir: I hav 
derived much plea: ure many times from reading the 
articles of the energetic and unrestrainable John 
Peck. He is evidently at home on ethical and re- 
ligious subjects, but it seems to me that his lectures 
on money and the tariff are not so logical. 

About 1870, railway people found out that steel 
rails were far better and more durable than iron. 

English mills were making steel rails, none were 
being made in the United States; the price in. 
England was $60 per ton. 
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Congress levied a duty of $27 per ton on them. 
That was protection. American mills soon com- 
menced making steel rails, and very soon competi- 
. tion at home reduced the price to $30 per ton and 
Neither the $27 per ton duty, nor any part of 
it, was ever added to the price of home-made rails. 

I mention the steel rails to illustrate the fact that 
the tariff rate is not always added tothe manufaé- 
Many other similar cases might be 


less. 


turer's price. 
adduced. 


In this case the tariff actually caused a very great 
reduction in the cost of steel rails to railway build- 


ers, and it has the same effect in many other cases. 


Mr. Peck says the tariff makes the poor pay what 
I don’t so read the McKinley 
I ask Mr. Peck to read 
the McKinley tariff. I mention spirits, wines, and 
other beverages; fine silks and velvets; fine cloths 
and cassimeres; laces and embroideries; fine and 
These and many other articles are 
charged with heavy duties. They are bought and 
used mostly by the rich, and none, or very little, by 
I understand the words poor and n 
The 
amount which one man would regard as wealth, to 
another would indicate poverty. Commodore Van- 
derbilt once said: “A man who has $300,000 is as 


the rich ought to. 
bill and other late tariffs. 


heavy carpets. 
the poor. 


to be comparativ terms with no exact limit. 


happy as if he was rich.” 


Mr. Peck says the poor men hay nothing to be 
protected. I reply, they hav their labor to sell, and 

` they need and should hav that protected, and I 
understand it is one of the chief objects and effects 
Iam 


of all modern tariffs to protect home labor. 
not able to see the relevancy of Mr. Peck's fables (*) 


of the woman at her wash-tub and the three men 
putting up the price of coal. They seem to me to 
resemble the ad  captandum vulgus style of argu- 


mentation. Who ever knew or heard of troops 
being sent to shoot down men because they refuse 


to work for starvation wages? I don’t believe such 


an event ever happened in the United States of 
America, and I suspect that. friend Peck has got 
parts of two stories mixed. 

I regret as much as any man living the great 
amount of poverty and vice and wickedness through- 
out the land, and would do all in my power to 
emancipate my fellows from the thraldom of igno- 
rance and superstition and consequent unhappiness, 
if I knew how. 

I hav two remedies which, if energetically ap- 
plied, will, I believe, go far towards human emanci- 
pation, viz. : i 

1. Compulsory education. 

2. Close up the saloons. 

Fort Worth, Tex. 


J. M. Brown. 


News and Notes. 


Fargo is a cosmopolitan place. Itis made up of 
people from all sections; people of enterprise and 
independent thought; and there are no “ruts” 
either of business or creed. It is a typical Western 
town of about twelve thousand, with a flowing, 
changing, progressiv population. It has been built 
up on the plain alongside the river, and is, I think, 
the largest city in the state, and in the productiv 
and splendid valley of the Red river. A year ago 
it was swept by a great fire, and a large part of its 
business buildings were destroyed. But new and 
imposing blocks are taking their places. Fargo has 
a solid basis of growth. It is the center of a pros- 
perous territory. It has suffered from “booms,” 
and spread itself with speculativ alacrity ; but it has 
finally come to “hardpan,” and its natural force is 
unabated, and it proposes now to “grow with the 
country,” and avoid artificial stimulus. It is no 
longer dependent on Eastern capital, but home 
wealth and enterprise. Most of the investments 
here belong to the citizens, and there is local pride 
and development. There is no false outside press- 
ure. The city has a life of its own. It presents a 
beautiful appearance these gorgeous summer days. 
There are vast harvest fields about, stretching away 
into sunny distance, while the city itself is embow- 
ered in trees, and adorned with green, shining 
lawns and lovely flower gardens. The residences 
are many of them elegant, and on every side are 
evidences of prosperity, culture, and successful 
enterprise. 

While there are many churches in the place, there 
is a predominant Liberal element, which is more 
outspoken and prevailing than is usual in a city of 
this size, though still, as elsewhere, Freethought 
suffers from indifference and cowardice. . But the 
advance element is better organized here than in 
most places. A Unitarian society has been built 
up here, whose platform is about as broad as the 
universe. It has very few prayers and no creed, 
and every variety of opinion can feel at home in its 
genial atmosphere. Its leaders are radical and pro- 
gressiv and draw no lines of fellowship. I hay 


received from its members & most royal welcome, 
and so far as I can find out my lectures hav been 


thorough going Secular principles. 
was filled every evening of my five lectures. 


ativ listeners than in the Unitarian church. . 


feel perfectly at home. 


thing it would be accomplished here. 


means of Liberal literature. 
pioneer work well. SoI had the advantage of this. 


was already a recognized factor. 


Rev. Wm. M. Ballou, of the Unitarian church, is 
He not 
only granted the use of his pulpit, but took hold 


one with whom it is a delight to meet. 


himself with great enthusiasm to make the lectures 
8 Success. 
platform work, but for my social enjoyment. 
introduced me to a large number of Liberal friends. 
He is à man we might say without prejudice. 
has no ministerial limitations that I can see. ‘He is 
a man of the world and takes very little stock in 
ceremonies of any kind. He is entirely scientific 
and accepts facts, and though we might differ in 
some mental conclusions there was the. best kind of 
fellowship. Certainly as long as he represents the 
Unitarian movement in this place it will hav a con- 
stantly forward look, and no “ finalities ” will be in 
the way of the search after truth. 

Besides the generous welcome which I received 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. C. W. McDorman, I 
also enjoyed the hospitality of Dr. and Mrs. E. M. 
Darrow, who are Liberals in the fullest sense of 
the term. The doctor bas an excellent library 
where books on almost every subject can be found, 
and poetry and philosophy mingle with science and 
history. The doctor believes in social advancement 
and hopes for the time when there shall be happy 
homes and leisure for all. He is one of the favorit 
candidates on the Populist ticket. 

Frank Irons is one of the most genial comrades 
in our Freethought circle. He has a brilliant 
literary capacity and is one of the best writers of 
short stories in the country, and these stories hav a 


great deal of reform and humanity in them. Irons} 


is not afraid to deal with burning questions in a 
radical and heterodox manner. Mrs. Irons is a 
“ Presbyterian,” but she enjoyed the lectures just 
as much as her husband. __ ; 

Mr. A. E. Nugent, who has been on the roll of 
Tue TauvH SEEKER for many years, is at the front 
here and pushed the campaign vigorously and con- 
tributed materially to its success. I must thank 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Stern for their delightful enter- 
tainment of the Secular Pilgrim. I was pleased to 
meet Mr. Falen, master mechanic of the North- 
ern Pacific railroad, a radical thinker and reformer 
and an expert in his profession. Rev. J. N. Parker, 
a retired Universalist clergyman eighty-eight years 
of age, and who seems to be built for a hundred, 
has an undying hatred for the orthodox God and 
fights him as he would the devil himself, and, al- 
though with differences of opinion, gave the right 
hand to the Freethought iconoclast. Professor 
Waldron, of the Agricultural College, together with 
most of his confrères in that institution, are scientific 
Liberals. I visited with him the college, located at 
Fargo. It is a young institution, but it has great 
promis. Its corps of professors are well equipped 
and hav the enthusiasm of youth. Professor 
Waldron is an original investigator in his line of 
work—horticulture. I am sorry to, say that they 
hav religious services at the college every day, sing 
“Come to Jesus," repeat the Lord's prayer, etc. 
The professors are not over fond of the duty. jt 
is hoped that common sense and justice will prevail 
and these remnants of the dark ages be swept from 
this noble scientific institution. So far as learning 
is concerned, it is ably conducted, and practically 
very few students graduate without being heterodox. 

Dr. and Mrs. Vidal are among our pleasant ac- 
quaintances here; also Mr. and Mr. Winship, Colonel 
and Mrs. Morrow, Dr. and Mrs. McConnell, Mr. and 
Mrs. Baker, Mr. Ball, O. J. and Eugene de Len- 
drecci—who own and conduct one of the largest 
business establishments in the city—Mr. and Mrs. 
Alex. Stern—the Stern Brothers are leading mer- 
chants of the city—Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Thompson, 
Dr. B. F. Manning, Dr. C. L. Mclaren, and 
J. F. Sehoeninger. I could mention many names, all 


acceptable, although I hav kept nothing back of 


The Unitarians hav & pretty church here, and it 
There 


was no falling off, and I hav not met more appreci- 


I arrived here on Saturday, August 11th, a total 
stranger I might say; but it did not take long to 
In fact, the moment I re- 
ceived the cordial greeting of Mr. and Mrs.*C. W. 
McDorman I realized that the conditions of success 
were present, and that if earnestness could do any- 
Mr. Mc- 
Dorman has taken Tur Truru Szzxer for many 
years and has always been ready to aid the cause. 
The work has been mainly pushed heretofore by 
However, Remsburg 
has broken the ground, and we know he does his 


Though I was personally unknown, Freethought 


He did all he could, not only for my 
He 


He 


| the significance of his name as spoken. 


of good and true Liberals, friends and comrades in 
the forward march of the world. Space forbids me 
to increase the roll. To the Unitarian Society, to 
its minister and deacons, I must giv thanks for their 
splendid cooperation. Such “deacons” are worthy 
of respect, notwithstanding the orthodox sound. 

I increased the list of truth seekers by nearly a 
round dozen, and I hope for more. Dr. Vidal, 
Terence Martin, J. L. Otley, C. B. Waldron, E. 
Herrman, J. Sternberg, Mrs. Cora Wirnandt, T. B. 
Cosley, Ira Eddy are on the list. This shows that 
Freethought has struck its roots pretty deep into 
this soil, and the ** tree of Liberty” will flourish. 

Morehead is over across the Red river in Minne- 
sota. The people of Fargo go over there occasion- 
ally to take a drink, and this increases materially 
the prosperity of Morehead, for Fargo is a “dry” 
town, owing to constitutional probibition, and of 
course one must go “over Jordan” for a little inun- 
dation. Morehead, however, is a fine looking place. 
It has some good Liberals. The Normal college is 
located there; and although not so large as Fargo, 
it is a worthy rival on the opposit bank of the Red 
river. 

Harvests, on the whole, are pretty good in this 
great valley, and the outlook is not so bad as it 
might be. Hard times do not prevail so much as 
in other parts of the country. The rebuilding of 
Fargo has been in many respects a help to industry 
and progress. 

In fact Fargo has been to me not so mucha 
place of labor as of rest and inspiration along 
the pathway of reform. We are disappointed so 
many times that we get used to it, and grin and 
bear it. That is the way of the frontiersman. 
We must take good and evil fortune with equa- 
nimity. But my experience at Fargo is above 
the average. Its large success was 580 unex- 
pected ; there was such a variety, yet unity of 
ideas and sympathies, so much friendliness, such an 
atmosphere and breadth of Freethought, that it has 
been more than an ordinary influence for hope and 
courage. It has been like a bright and beautiful 
prospect from some extended elevation where the 
world appears in more vivid colors, and the mind is 
filled with the promise of the future, that the har- 
vest will shine, and labor will not be fruitless. 

I was pleased to again meet Rev. Mrs. Put- 
nam, who works in the Unitarian field. We are 
cousins of course, for there is no doubt that our 
ancestors came over in the Mayflower and the Pil- 
grim blood is in our veins. — Sawuz P. Purnam. 

i \ 


Observations. 


In the case of thé United States versus J. B. 
Wise, now pending in Kansas, it is to be noted that 
the defendant has something of an advantage over 
the prosecuting witness, the Rev. Mr. Vennum, in 
) It is better 
to be wise that vennumous. The middle name of 
the accused, which is Beetum, may also be por- 
tentous. Scripture is silent on the subject of Ven- 
num, but givs us to understand the foolish shall on 
occasions be permitted to harass the Wise. The 
clergyman ought further to recollect that, according 
to the Preacher, “the Wise and their works are in 
the hands of God (Ecel. ix. 1). 


Talking about definitions of God, the one 
given in the Children’s Corner by fourteen-year-old 
Estella Weaver should win the book, or even a 
library. Having read the said definition several 
times, I am ready to say that it answers every pur- 
pose. True, it does not define God, or even men- 
tion him. It is like the book of Esther in that re- 
spect, but I maintain that the reader will know just 
as much about God as if it were otherwise. Perhaps 
Miss Estella is poking fun at Mr. Genone. Taken 
as it stands, her definiiion is a joke “ unconscious," 
as she would remark, “yet true.” 


The lecture on “Orthodoxy vs. Evolution,” de- 
livered last winter by Daniel T. Ames before the 
Liberal Club of New York, and before the Philo- 
sophical Society of lo ooklyn, is now printed in 
pamphlet form. Tar Taura Szexer prints else- 
where an advertisment of the same. Mr. Ames's 
mind is perfectly clear on the subject he discusses, 
and he makes no reservations in, favor of ortho- : 
doxy. In fact, he finds nothing in it worth saving 
except the Golden Rule, which it borrowed, and its 
social features, which belong more to human nature 
than to religion. The truths of evolution are ap- 
parent and demonstrable, but orthodoxy contains 
no vital truth and its central thoughts are miscon- 
ceptions. When the last of these are exposed, and 


when the highest traits of mankind become com- 


mon to all the race, orthodoxy will hav disappeared 
entirely. The majority of Bible characters, Mr. 


Ames says, would be ostracized to-day, while their 
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ideas, methods, and beliefs hav been superseded by 
discoveries and improvements which render them 
worthless. Any one who wants a good tract to 
‘place in the hands of inquiring persons could confi- 

ently look for gratifying resulta if he chose this 
little brochure of Mr. Ames's. 


It is a coincidence worthy of note that prosper- 
ous times, like the Golden Age, are always in the 
past. The free silver people hav a whole lot of 
statistics to prove that the country never had any 
show except when silver coinage was unrestricted. 
There are the free bankers who contend that de- 
spite all disadvantages the state bank system gave 
the people the best monetary service. The fiatists 
point with pride to the stimulus given farming 
interests by greenbacks, thirty years ago. The 
free traders can demonstrate to any reasonable per- 
son’s satisfaction or confusion that. tariff laws hav 
always, been beneficent to the extent that they re- 
duced previously existing customs duties. I believe 
that religious people attribute all advance to the 
influences of Christian civilization, and the protec- 
tionists make the grand bluff by claiming every- 
thing that is good had its origin in the McKinley 
law. Thus Mr. Chas. O. Hays, whose well balanced 
name would be pie for a sign painter or job printer, 
indorses a statement that “during the first two 
years of the McKinley law the prosperity of the 
United States was greater than was ever previously 
enjoyed by any country or any people living under 
the light of civilization.” It is probably true that 
the artificial stimulus or advantage given to some 
branches of industry gave an appearance of pros- 
perity to the community, but it must not be forgot- 
ten that Mr. McKinley went into bankruptcy under 
the workings of his own law, which law survived 
the prosperity it is accredited with producing.’ He, 
it. seems to me, should hav known enough about 
his bill to steer clear of the rocks it placed in the 
path of general business. Such fictitious prosperity 
reminds me of an incident, which I will relate. 

A campaign orator from Houston stumping the 
state of Texas met a man, who introduced himself, 
and stated that he had a brother living in Houston, 
and inquired if the orator happened to know said 
relativ. It chanced that he did not, but this in no 
wise deterred him from saying that he did, and the 
man inquired, “ Well, how is Bill doin’?” “Doing 
well,” said the orator, “ and I shall be glad to con- 
vey to him any greeting you may be pleased to 
. gend." 

« Tell Bill, then,” said the man, “that his brother 
Jake, which the same is myself, is devilish hard up, 
and that if he intends to ever do anything for me, 
now is the time.”. 

The men had a drink together and separated. A 
few hours later, they met again, and the man, who 
had not been abstemious meanwhile, remarked, “So 
you know my brother Bill over in Houston ?” 

. * Yes," said the orator. 

“Well,” rejoined the stranger, “when you see 
him next time, tell him you run agin’ a brother of 
his’n, and that I'm all right." 

Having congratulated each other at the bar, they 
parted once more, but while the campaigner was 
on his way to the train after the rally that night, 
he again collided with the man who had a relativ in 
Houston. “Shay,” said that individual, who was 
now in the full glory of stimulated prosperity, 
* You're er feller f'm Houston; know my brer’er ; 
w'en see 'im 'gin tell him Jake’s away up; doin’ 
fine; an''at 'f he wants any help ter just let me 
know." 

The man probably did not feel so well the next 
day. A to-morrow always succeeds these extraor- 
dinary states of feeling, and such a to-morrow this 
. country seems at present to hav struck. 

The inclosed item has appeared in a number of 
papers and is credited to the Portland Oregonian: 

While the Declaration of Independence was being read 
at Mount Vernon, Or., on the Fourth, a short, chubby 
fellow, with hayseed in his hair, arose hastily, and in 
a stage whisper to his companion declared: ‘‘ Let’s go, 
Jennie, That’s old as the hills. I heard that same piece 
spoken in Snohomish last year; afore that I heard it 
spoke at the Fourth o’ July doin’s in Seattle.” 

If this story is to spin forever down the ringing 
grooves of change, in connection with the historical 
name of Snohomish, it ought to go right, because it 
assumed its original form at that place somewhere 
about the year 1890. The facts are as hereinafter 
set forth. On the banks of the Snohomish river, 
near Fiddler’s Bluff, five miles above town, resides 
Eldridge Morse, the pioneer journalist and lawyer 
of the locality, keeper of the Indian legends, son of 
the Great Skookum-tumtum, and historian and 
statistician of the Puget Sound country, being 
familiar with every trail between Seattle and the 
British border. (See Bancroft’s History of the 
Northwest.) He now raises vegetables, which he 


transports. to the city by means of a boat, and 
thence to his customers in large copper boilers sus- 
pended from his shoulders by webbins. He is a 
great reader and a conversationalist of unlimited 
powers and infinit continuity. On the Fourth of 
July of the year mentioned he was chosen to read 
the Declaration of Independence. He might hav been 
the orator of the occasion, except that the celebra- 
tion was confined to one day. Having in his inter- 
course with the Indians become accustomed to de- 
pend somewhat on his hands to convey the mean- 
ing of his voice, Mr. Morse never uses notes when 
speaking; and rather than forego this advantage by 
holding up a book he committed the Declaration to 
memory, not omitting the list of signatures. 
he was reciting it the county attorney appeared 
among his auditors, and after listening for a few 
moments retired. On his way to his office the 
county prosecutor met Justice Griffith, of the 


the speaking. Learning that he had, the justice 
further inquired if the exercises were interesting, 
and the county attorney then made the memorable 
reply: “Not abit. Time all taken up with one o 
Eldridge Morse’s long-winded speeches.” 
This year it was reported that the editor of an 
administration organ in the same county mistook 
the Declaration for a defense of the railroad strikers 
and consequently withheld his approbation of the 
proceedings. Such report, however, may be classed 
with the Oregonian’s item as a fraud. The facts 
as I hav stated them can be maintained. Mr. 
Morse and myself were good friends, or klosh 
tillicums as they say there, and he once gave me 
permission to use either his merits or his failings 
whenever thereby I could point a moral or adorn a 
tale. He is all right. Gro. E. Maoponazp. 


` Ex-Governor Charles Robinson. 


By the death of Ex-Governor Charles Robinson, 
the Freethinkers of the United States lose one of 


their number who, while not an activ worker, had. 


always the courage of his convictions and helped 
the Liberals of Kansas by his open association with 
them and by generous financial contributions. At 
the camp meeting at Valley Falls in 1888, at which 
the Kansas Liberal League was organized, Governor 
Robinson was one of the favorit speakers, and he 
had also participated in meetings in preceding 
years. 

Here is a sketch of the life of Charles Robinson 
which we quote from the New York Times: 


Charles Robinson, the first governor of the state of 
Kansas, died yesterday [August 17th], at his home near 


Lawrence, that state, after an illness of ten days. He | 


was seventy-six years old. 

Ex-Governor Robinson was born July 21, 1818, in 
Hardwick, Mass., and at the age of seventeen began 
working to pay his way through college at. Amherst, by 
teaching during his vacation. He was graduated, and took 
a course in medicin, after which he was associated with 
Dr. G. Q. Holland in managing a hospital at Springfield. 

Soon after the discovery of gold in Oslifornia he 
crossed the great American desert, and reached the gold 
fields of the Pacific coast during the contest between the 
squatters on the Sutter grant and the land speculators. 
He was the aggressiv and uncompromising champion of 
the squatters. During the first struggle the mayor of 
Sacramento was killed on the side of the speculators, and 
Dr. Robinson was shot through the body. He was sent 
by the speculators to a prison ship, and every plan was 
devised for getting him out of the way. : 

During this imprisonment Robinson was elected to 
the California Legislature, and his captors was forced to 
release him. He then made the acquaintance of Gen. 
John O. Fremont, and ever afterward there was the 
warmest personal friendship between these men. 

Dr. Robinson returned to Massachusetts, and in June, 
1854, he was sent to Kansas bv the New England Aid 
Society to establish a colony at Lawrence. He selected 
his claim near the village, and called it Mount Oread, 
and that is the present location of the great State Uni- 
versity of Kansas, It was on this mount that the border 
ruffians destroyed the Robinson residence in August, 
1856. l : 

In all the pioneer struggles in Kansas, Dr. Robinson 
was the intimate associate and co-worker of “ Ossawa- 
tomie” Brown, ‘‘Jim” Lane, and the Free State agitators 
ef those exciting times, though he was often found in direct 
opposition to the high-handed and retaliatory tactics of 
those leaders. In his later life he was a Democrat in 
politics. A few years ago he published a severe criticism 
of the conduct of the war. 

At the time of the adoption of the first legal state 
constitution, under which Kansas was admitted to the 
Union, Dr. Robinson was elected governor of the state, 
He served two years. He held many other positions 
and was a state senator when, in 1878, he a! andoned 
politics and retired to his large estate near Lawrence. 
Here he accumulated great wealth, and the estate is one 
of the finest in the West, highly improved and finely 
stocked. During his entire career Mr. Robinson was the 
champion of the State University, and he gave & portion 
of his first claim for the university site. 

The New York World pays this warm tribute to 
the deceased humanitarian : 

Dr. Robinson's name is indíssolubly connected with 
the early history of Kansas. He was‘one of the leaders, 
the most fearless, the most aggressiv, and the most per- 
sistent, of that devoted band which waged there the long 
and desperately bloody struggle for human liberty. 


While | 


earlier notice. 
men from each of four towns, thinking it would do more 
good to scatter them broadcast.”—Mrs. ManszrnnL M. 
'TARBELL, Smithville Flats, N. Y. 


He endured bodily anguish for it; he was cast into 


prison; he was plundered of his property; his home was 
despoiled and burned; he was in peril of his life many & 
time. But neither his faith nor his courage was shaken. 
Hatred of slavery was a consuming passion with him.. 
All hislife he was & reformer; he had that exaltation of 
spirit and contemptuons disregard of personal conse- 
quences which make the martyr; and though he lived to 
see the triumph of freedom and to enjoy his reward, he 
remained the reformer to the end of his days. i 


When Grover Cleveland was serving his first term 
as president he appointed Governor Robinson di- 


rector of the Haskell Indian Institute, at Lawrence, 


a position for which he was in an eminent degree 
qualified. . We shall probably hav occasion later to 
giv more exact particulars of his reformatory work 
in various fields. He was a true man, who kept : 
his integrity even in the turmoil and. corruption of 
politics, and his word was a guarantee of good 


faith to all who knew him. i 


Nevada state bar, who asked him if he had been to" 


Sowing the Seeds. 
Besides letters printed elsewhere, the following 


has been received from friends who realize that the 


* Age of Reason,” at the rate of eight for a dollar, 


is the best missionary document in the world. 


** Please find inclosed $1. Please send eight copies of 
‘Age of Reason.’ "—AxpREw Hoca, Cincinnati, O. 


**Inclosed please find $1 to apply on the missionary 


scheme, than which nothing could be more propitious. 
Thomas Paine’s words and Stephen Girard’s life are the 
greatest eye-openers possible. 


I know I am tardy, but 
my own sickness and a press of company prevented 
Yon will perceive that I hav taken two 


** Find inclosed $2, for which please send Paine’s ‘ Age 


of Reason’ to names and addresses given."— PuxnnrP L. 
Bruos, New Ross, Jnd. 


“ Herewith find $1.25, for which send Paine’s ‘Age of 
Reason’ to the inclosed: addresses."—D. M. Womrux, 
Lebanon, O. ? 

*"Inolosed you will ind $1.50. Please send to my ad- 


‘dress nine copies of ‘Age of Reason’ and one of ‘ Rights 


of Man.’ I hav a man to do the distributing and we may 
want some more of your ammunition after a few weeks." 
—Preston Day, Castana, Ia. 

“ You will find inclosed $1 for eight copies of the ‘ Age 
of Reason’ t? be sent to the addresses given."—D. W. 


Warrney, Tilden, Neb. 


“ Please find inclosed $1, for which please send the 
‘Age of Reason’ to the accompanying addresses." — Gmo. 
H. Evznsonxz, Le Plata, N. M. 

“ Inolosed please find $1 for Paine's * Age of Reason.’” 
—JoszgeH THEOBALD, Ashland, Pa. . 

**Inelosed please find $1 for the ‘Age of Reason’ to 
be sent to the persons named."—O. W, Mxza», Man- 


chester, Ia. 
rr — ————————— 


The Doctrin of the Atonement an Interpolation. 


The doctrin of the atonement, of Christ's death 
having been a sacrifice in expiation of the sins of 
mankind, is the keystone of the common form of 
modern orthodoxy. It takes its origin from the 
epistles, and we believe can appeal to only three 
texts in the evangelists for even partial confirma- 
tion. In Matt. xx, 28, it is said, ‘The Son of man - 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to giv his life a ransom for many,” an expres- 
sion which may countenance the doctrin, but as- 
suredly does not contain it. Again, in Matt. xxvi, 
28, we find, “This is my blood of the new testa- 
ment, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins.” Mark (xiv, 24) and Luke (xxii, 20), however, 
who giv the same sentence, doth omit the signifi- 
cant expression, while John omits, not only the 
expression, but the entire narrativ of the institution 
of the eucharist, which is said elsewhere to hav 
been the occasion of it. In the fourth gospel, 
John the Baptist ig represented as saying of Jesus 
(i, 29), “ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world,” an expression which 
may possibly be intended to convey the doctrin, 
but which occurs in what we hav already shown to 
be the most apocryphal portion of the whole gospel 
(“Creed of Christendom,” p. 232). 


Tuz Freethinkers of Kansas will hold & convention in 
Topeka, Kan., September 6th-0th. Preparations are 
being made to hav ita grand success. Excellent speek- 
ing and singing wil be the distinctiv features of the 
occasion. Many Freethinkers—Agnostios, Spiritualists, 
and Liberals of other shades—hav signified their inten- 
tion of being present and participating in the delibera- 
tions: of the convention. Kansas is having good crops 
this year and, notwithstanding the calamity of the great 
strike, its people are hopeful and look forward to better 
times in the not distant fnture. W. S. Bell is now lect- 
uring in Kansas, helping to prepare the minds of the 
Liberals for the coming intellectual feast. His address 
is 114 East Fourth street, Topeka, Kan. 


' S. P. Putnam’s Lecture Appointments. 
Fort Maginnis, Mont., Aug. 26th to Sept. 10.h. 
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Letters of Friends. 


A Happy Thought. 

Oro Orry, Cor., August 5, 1894. 
Mr. EprroR: Here I come with money 
for renewal and one new subscriber—a 
brilliant young thinker who sees things 
just as they are—that is, there is no veil 
of illusion over his mind. f 
You are right. I hav always believed in 
taxation of all church property. If God 
can't.pay the taxes on his church, let him 
turn it over to his devil, who would pay 
the taxes and make it a paying institution. 

Yours fraternally, ELMER Durro. 


Hard Times Adjectivly Qualified. 

Easton, WasH., August 8, 1894. 
Mr. EnprToR : I beg your pardon for my 
delay in renewing. Owing to the scarcity 
of money and hard times I could not send 
sooner. Inclosed find $6.50, to apply on 
“my subscription for another year and 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
I, must hav the book by all means. I 
was in hopes to hav got a new subscriber 
for your paper, the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER, but these Democratic hard times 
just settle that for the present. Yours for 

freedom, Perer N. Waos. 


The Book Will be Well Placed. 
. HELENA, Mont., Aug. 2, 1804. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $10, to 
be applied as follows: Renew my subscrip- 
tion, and send me one copy of “ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” This I 
want to donate to the public library of this 
city, hoping that it may do some good, for 
Helena is heavily burdened with all kinds 
of churches, though there are some good 
Liberal people here. For the balance 
send copies of ** Church Taxation” pam- 
phlet. Our legislature meets here this 
winter. Yourstruly, J. V. Srarrorp. 


A Good Example. : 
NORTONVILLE, KAN., Aug. 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed 50 
cents to be applied to the defense of Mr. 
Wise of our state. This is of course a very 
small help, but if every reader of the dear 
old Trurg SEEKER would send in his mite 
8 formidable sum would be the outeome. 
‘I wish I were able to make it as many 
dollars, but I hav had a prolonged sickness 
aud am justable to be up. I may help 
more after awhile. I thought somebody 
had to begin to send and so I mail what I 
hav to spare just now. 
With best wishes for our stanch old 
TRUTH SHEKER, 
Mns. Susan REIOHERTER. 


With Cordiality. 

RoonxsrzEn, N. Y., Aug. 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1 for 
the defense of Mr. J. B. Wise, of Kansas. 
I wish I could afford to send more, for I 
believe if this defense can be ably con- 
ducted it will greatly help the Liberal 
cause by opening the eyes of many to the 
true character of the holy Bible, so called. 
I hav been a constant reader of your paper 
for many years. I take this occasion to 
thank you most -heartily for the able 
efforts you hav displayed as Editor of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. I hope you may for a 
. long time serve us and the publie by the 

work you seem so well fitted to perform. 

Cordially yours, R. FRANK SurrH. 


** Immense?? Is the Word. 
Nares, N. Y., Aug. 18, 1894. 
Mr. Enrron: I send you to-day $2, 
which you will please place to my credit. 
I want to say that Heston is immense. 
It is doubtful whether he has an equal in 
his line in the country. His flying goat 
would send a ripple of laughter all through 
the celestial regions. Old Aby would 
laugh till he shook Lazarus out of his 
bosom, and the keys of St. Peter would be 
made to jingle. And didn’t old Dan know 
how to fix the lions? He knew the soqth- 
ing influence of. the seductiv weed. To 
see him posing on the old he-lion with the 
smoke curling from his ‘‘ sweet brier” 
would make gods and angels laugh. 
Joun PEck, 
The Clerical Method. 
PELLA, Iowa, August 8, 1894, 
Mr. Enprror: Noting your proposition to 
send eight copies of the *' Age of Reason” 


for $1, I will inclose the amount. Send 
them to me, and I will put them where 
they will do the most good. 

In talking with a minister who had been 
a missionary in India for twenty years, I 
told him that I was opposed to churches, 
and he wanted fo know my reasons. I told 
him on account of persecutions—wherever 
there were churches there was persecution. 
He said that the Baptista never persecuted. 
I told him when I read of the rack, the 
thumbscrew; the dry pan, and slow fire, I 
thought the Christians were worse than 
heathens. He said that I was the worst 
heathen he ever saw and that I ought to 
hav my mouth. stopped. ‘‘That is the 
spirit of some Christians," Itold him. He 
could not- answer my questions and so 
wanted my mouth stopped. 

Wm. S. GEonBaz. 
The Riot Act Read. 
WaTERBOROUGH CENTER, Me 
Aug 6, 1894. 

Mn. Eprron: I take Tae TRUTA SEEKER, 
and it is my family Bible. I am the eighth 
in a large family, and as yet not one of us 
has joined any church, though we some- 
times attend services for the fun of the 
thing. Not long ago myself and others of 
the boys were ata Baptist church. The 
deacon appeared to take offense at the way 
we conducted ourselvs, for he went home 
and wrote what we call the riot act, and 
the next Sunday he read it to us. 
as follows: ; 

Thaire shall Be no gunnin on the lord’s 
Day Nore boating on the lake, no 
Fishin. No Holling. Coal No Boys 
Chew Tobacco in the Ohurch ore whisper 
ore laugh this is to be red Three time Be- 
fore it Becoms A law And if these Rules 
Ar Browen these Boys Shall Be turned 
over to the Oonstables And Be taken to 
some J. P. And. Tried. ] 

The document was read once; then we 
captured it and brought it home; and 
that was the last of the riot act. 

Yours truly, M, F. Oorrt. 
Inspired by Nature. 
Santa Onuz, OAL., Aug. 12, 294. 

Mx. Eprron: You will find inclosed Uncle 
Sam's postal order for $6. Please renew. 
my subscription and send the books named. 
Every week Tue TRUTH SEEKER reaches 
the California wilderness like rolling thun- 


ders in the mountains, and illustrates the. 


triumph of Freethought over unquestion- 
ing belief. The air of this beautiful state 
is full of Freethought. The tall elm and 
the sturdy oak indulge in kindly whisper- 
ings. Of course it is pleasant to get down 
on the yellow ocean beach and hear the 
low waves talk to the sands, while the 
musie of the rustling leaves, and the sweet 
breathings of the gentle zephyr touch a 
responsiv chord deep down in human 
nature when its diapson is love, Frée- 
thought, liberty. Nature itself has writ- 
ten a book whose every leaf is full of Free- 
thought sentiment. This book is musical, 
open, and truthful to those whose heart- 
strings are set to harmony with scientific 
evidence and Freethought. : 
I wish to walk in love and light, 
With woman equal by my side; 
My joy will then be truth and right, 
Eternal justice be my guide. 
VICTOR Larne. 


Testimony Favorable to the Plaintiff. 
Nettsvinie, Wis., Aug. 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: As I am a regular sub. 
scriber to Tue TRUTH SEEKER, you will 
allow me to intrude on your good nature 
by giving testimony in the case now pend- 
ing before the American people—** Samuel 
P. Putnam, etal., vs. un-American Prin- 
ciples.” Irate Mr. Putnam with the best 
American speakers of the day. He has 
just closed a series of. five lectures here 
with marked results. His lectures are 
from a scientific and common-sense point 
of view; he abuses no one, and the most 
refined can listen without offense, He 
keeps in sight the great American princi- 
ples, ‘‘ Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness,” as well as the elevation and 
improvement of the moral, social, and in- 
tellectual condition of the human race. 

Mr. Putnam is a man who will be heard. 
His audiences increased from the first, and 
the last night taxed the capacity of the 
house (the Unitarian church), and they 
listened to a lecture of two hours with as 
much attention and interest as I hav eyer 


It was 


witnessed. In the near future we hope to 
fall in line for another course of lectures. 
We think he is doing much good, and this 
world is better because he is init. Every 
community where there is a handful of 
Liberals, or Unitarians, should take in a 
series of his lectures. His address for the 
next five or six months is 284 South Water 


street, Chicago, Ill, where he will be 


pleased to answer all communications re- 
specting lectures. S. O. BOARDMAN. 


A Colored Fisherman?s Luck. 
PanxAHOOCHIE, Fua., Aug. 15, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: We are blessed with three 
negro churches nearby, and can often 
hear their joyful noise from 10 to 2 o’clock 
at night for weeks in sucession. The 
ministers are all cotton-field negroes with- 
out any education, whose sermons are 
nothing but holy howls, without any ar- 
ticulation of words. But these are con- 
tinued for hours with increased fervor and 
gesticulation of arms and limbs and ago- 
nizing movements of body, until the audi- 
ence become hpynotized, and jump to 
their feet and form a circle of shouting 
and dancing idiots. i 
One of these ministers entered my office 
a few days since, when the subject of 
fishing was being discussed, and remarked 
that he ‘‘ had been fishing off aud on since 
constipation [emancipation], and that he 
had never known the fish to bite so dysen- 
tery [dilatory?] as they do this season.” 
When you hav time for a few days off, 
and want something to laugh and grow fat 
on, spend the time at Lake Hall with your 
friend, FLORIDA. 


Prayer and Drouth. 
EsxnrpaE, Kan., Aug 18, 1894. 

` Mr. Eprron: The weather is very dry 
here and has been for some time. The 
Christians hav called special meetings and 
prayed for rain, while the barometer indi- 
cated clear weather. One of the Christians 
who seemed to think that my belief might 
hav been the cause of their prayers being 
fruitless, wanted to know what I thought 
about praying for rain, to which I replied: 
'* Your question seems to indicate a doubt 
as to the efficacy of prayer. I do not 
blame the people, who are honest, no 
doubt; still I insist that such prayers are 
born of ignorance and credulity. Very 
few people are acquainted with the solar 
or planetary system and the relation that 
each bears to the other. This planet (like 
others) is governed by inexorable law. If 
all the ministers in the world should pray 
for rain we would hav some kind of 
weather; in other words, it makes not the 
slightest difference, I think the people 
who depend upon prayers to change the 
forces of nature are extremely foolish. 
They are always advising their God to do 
differently from what he does. Dry sea- 
sons, and wet seasons, visit many parts of 
this globe whether inhabited by man or 
not, and if every human being should com. 
mit suicide to-day we would hav some kind 
of weather to-morrow. There would be 
dry and wet seasons. Some Ohristians 
seem to regard the preacher as an inspired 
barometer and think that in some myste- 
rious way he can control the elements by 
prayer. I feel sorry for such people. 
They believe that a drouth or a cyclone is 
produced by the sins of the people; ‘that a 
few unbelievers are sufficient to produce a 
drouth, while thousands of prayers fail to 
produce rain. ‘The rain falls alike on the 
just and the unjust.’ ” 

Of course he regarded me as a very dan- 
gerous man. I hav been told that I am the 
eause of the drouth. I think they are 
mistaken, as I find the drouth is more in- 
tense in many places than here—espeoially 
in Nebraska. C. V. Winitams. 


No Rest for Mr. Peck. - 
PETERSBURGH, IND., August 5, 1894. 

Mz. Epiror : Mr. John Peck very truly 
says that the tariff is a tax that the im- 
porter pays to our government for the 
privilege of selling foreign goods in our 
market, and that the amount of that tax is 
added to the cost of the goods, and that 
the consumer paysit; intending, no doubt, 
to convey the idea that the said consumer 
pays this burdensome tax needlessly, use- 
lessly, and foolishly for having voted it 
upon himself; but Mr. Peck neglects to 
say that the consumer also pays to the im- 
porter some profit, over and above said cost 


and tax, and that the amount of that. profit 
depends upon and is limited only by the 
state of our market, which, like all other 
markets, is governed by the well-known 
commercial law of supply and demand, 
and that if it were all demand and no. . 
domestic supply, we would be entirely at 
the mercy of these same importers, whose 
profits could be curtailed only by the tariff, 
Thus it occurs that, in the humble opinion 
of the undersigned, itis the importer who 
pays the tariff out of what would otherwise 
be his profits, as the goods sell at the mar- 
ket price, tariff or no tariff. Take, for in- 
stance, the time when there was a great 
demand for iron in this country and very 
little domestic supply; railroad iron was 
imported and sold at from $80 to $120 per 
ton; the manufacture of iron in Europe 
cost no more then than now, and the prof- 
its on that iron, as shown by the present 
market, were not less that 300 per cent to 
the importer. But the price of sugar 
came down when the tariff was taken off, . 
Granted; but it was entirely because of the 
competition provided for in the McKinley 
bill and by the reciprocity treaties that 
kept up the supply. The price of tea and 
eoffee did not come down when the tariff 
was taken off during Grant’s administra- 
tion, a8 the general, who was educated in 
the free trade school, expected that it 
would, and the importer coolly pocketed 
that much more profit. Mr. Peck says, 
“Those who work for self-interest and those 
who work for the common weal can never 


‘agree.” Trueagain. In whose interestdoes 


the importer work, spreading broadcast his 


free trade literature through such hirelings 


as James Gordon Bennett, et al., who share 
his ill-gotten millions for creating unrest 


| among working people by. slandering those . 


who giv them employment, and asserting, 
as Mr. Peck does, that ‘‘a tariff produces 
nothing, and consequently there can. be 
nothing to distribute as a general benefit . 
to all,” when he knows that. the tariff has 
produced nearly all the revenues of this 
government from the time of its inception 
until now, and that no direct tax has ever 
been levied by the United States govern- 
ment upon the people of the states but 
has been returned to them? This tariff 
question was as well settled by the fathers 
of our republic as was religious freedom ; 
they no more put free trade in the Consti- 
tution than they did a cruel Jewish God. 

: : D. W. Horton. 


Where to Find the Parson. 


In country town, on fairest spot 
That friends and fools through fears hav © 
bought, 
And made to him a gift for natght, 
You’ll find the parson. : 


In city grand, with richer fold 

To listen to the lies of old, 

And chip in larger sums of gold, 
Suits best the parson. 


In banquet hall with richest fare, 

Fooling the guests with foolish prayer, 

‘Then feasting high in cushioned chair, 

i Will be the parson. 

In council room or Senate hall, 

For minutes five on gods to call, 

Brings dollars ten—and taxed are all . 
To pay the parson. 


In clothes so fine none can surpass, 

On every train with railroad pass, 

And loaded with conceits en masse, 
You'll see the parson. 


In summer-time he leaves his sheep, 
And crosses mount or ocean deep, 
To get at earthly kings a peep, 
Or goes to Rome his-God to seek— 
Playing the parson. 
With oily hair and oily speech, . 
Claiming sole right mankind to teach, 
Of gods and devils and hell to preach— 
That is the parson.. 
With the damsels shy and witty, 
With the widow young and pretty, 
When alone with only Kitty, 
You'll find the parson. 
Where farmer works with all his might, 
Where factory hums from morn till night, 
In coal-mine deep far from daylight. 
You'll find no parson. 
Now, friends of man, come, let us try 
To raise the flag of Freethought high! 
Then in the near sweet by and by 
There'll be no parson. 
L. Q. REED, 


Mr. Burk—Mr. Swan. l 
Toms River, N. J., August 7, 1894. . 
Mr. Epıror: Will you please favor me 
with space in your valuable paper to answer 
the letter of Mr. Thos. Burk, dated March 
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31st, which: would hav received attention 
sooner but from my many months’ absence 
from home.. 

Mr. Burk kindly asks me to learn, from 

a “spirit ? source, of the death of his de- 
vodned brother, how, when, and where it 
oééurred—which is & very reasonable ře- 
quest; and I should be pleased to giv him 
the desired information, but I am not a 
medium, and can only suggest that he visit 
some clairvoyant or other person who has 
the power to communicate with the spirit 
world; and if the deceased is present he 
will gladly accept the conditions through 
which he can converse with his brother 
Thomas. All pretended mediums (some of 
whom are frauds) are not deyeloped suffi- 
cientlv to obtain the wished-for informa- 
tion; besides, Mr. Burk's brother may not 
be with him at. all times, ready to com- 
municate. Since my letter to Tan TRUTH 
Srnxur, I hav witnessed many wonderful 

‘manifestations which hav confirmed what 
I previously believed ; but I will giv only 
my understanding of what Spiritualism is, 
and while I may differ in some minor points 
from some others, yet I agree with most 
well read Spiritualists. It isnot necessary 
to prove an entlty or soul-life as existing 
outside of and separate from matter to 
show that what is. called spirit-life exists, 
for Materialists agree that life or energy 
comes with and is a property of matter, 
and that without matter there ean be no 
life, Granting this to be true, it does not 
disprove the existence of what Spiritualists 

. call spirit-life or spirit- matter, and should 
it hereafter be shown that matter consti- 
tutes all things, it will not dispose of the 
fact. of a life beyond the grave, but will 
simply show that man in his present physi- 
cal condition does not know of-the divisions 
of which matter is susceptible. 

Ibelieve that the same inherent force 
that sustains man in human form can pass 
into matter of a more subtle form, yet be 
the same individuality as before, as shown 
by those having a sense of conditions not 
usually possessed, such. as clairvoyance, 

- elairaudience, etc. Just how this change 

takes place no one is prepared to say, and 


had we not undisputed proof of more 


highly developed senses than the five 
taught by science, we might doubt their 
existence, but we find them in the lower 
animals of many kinds. ‘True, man in his 
jealousy cries ‘‘Instinct,” but is it not 
knowledge, and is man more than an ani- 
mal? Is sense more than knowledge ? 
Spirits know of no heaven or hell, but as 
we liv so we die ; and so we enter life as a 
spirit, not to be cursed eternally, but to 
do as we hav done on earth, evolute to 
better and happier conditions; and the 
better in earth life, the further advanced 
in spirit life. `- A, D. Swan. 


A Few Questions for the Gospel Twisters. 

Say, if ‘twas truly God's design 

To keep men ignorant as swine, 
Not knowing good from evil, 

Why didn’t he just arm that tree 

With spines as thick as bristles, 

Then hedge it round upon the ground 
With cactus and bull-thistles? 


Why plant that murderous tree at all, 
So dangerous to the health of all, 

And to himself so galling? 
And then, why giv that fierce command 
He knew they could not understand, 
With allits mystic meanings and 

So sure to cause their falling? 


And what about the serpent wise— 
Was he a god in that disguise, 
Or devil in a snake’s skin, 
Who dared dispute that threat of dying, 
And charge his God with willful lying, : 
And every word he said denying— 
. Wasit a scheme to make sin? 


Why did not God that serpent choke, 
Or was it buf a funny joke? 

'Twould seem 80 in our version. 
When neither right or wrong they knew, 
He wished to see what they would do, 
And test his handiwork when néw, 

All for his own diversion? | 


If God in justice judges sin, 
Why did he not at once begin: 

With his first pets in error; — 
First stand that serpent on his head, . 
His tail tied. to à limb till dead, 

For telling truth, must it be said, 

A monument of terror; 


-and healthful minds, 


Then call his children to his knee, 
And giv them both a pardon free ? 

Tt seems so very odd like, 
When right from wrong they could not tell, 
How was it that they could rebel, 
And was it right to giv them hell 

For trying to be God like? 

S. M. BAYARD. 


The Supernaturalist. 
SPRINGDALE, ÀnK., Aug. 1, 1894, 

Mr. Eprror: The supernaturalist still 
livs in this age of light, a survival from & 
superstitious and barbaric age; a stum- 
bling-block to mental expansion and hu- 
man advancement. You approach him 
with new truths and questions of reform, 
vitally related to human well-being, and 
urge their necessity, only to find him tied 
to the supposed relief-gods of an antedi- 
luvian period. To the cry of a nation 
enslaved, he will reply: ‘‘It is written,” 
* we shall suffer," ‘‘the prophets hav 
foretold it,” **the God of Israel reigns.” 
Such are the dreams of those who ‘sleep 
in Jesus,” and whose bodies alone seem 
alive. To such this blessed earth is only 
so much dirt, a tree so much wood, birds 
and flowers as charmless as Pharaoh’s 
plagues, and man himself the incarnation 
of all evil. And yet, how lucky to hava 


. God parentage for all our ignorance! To 


save the soul they must deny the earth, its 
blessings and charms, and worship a va- 
cuity which is drawn from the bloody 
records of a barbarism antedating any but 
the crudest civilization by thousands of 
years. The old systems of the Nile, and of 
Asia and their mystical lore, fit only for 
an age of stone, still dominate their minds 
in preference to the beneficent and ele- 
vating truths of modern life. What a joy- 
ous. people we should be were we natural 
in our thoughts and lives! How blessed 
as compared with the gloom under a 
diseased and miserable supernaturalism! 
Under the one, truth, the product of rea- 
son, is denounced as Infidelity and blind 
faith exalted as the savior of mankind, It 
never occurs to them that priest and mam- 
mon feed at the samé crib; that lord or 
priest is big only in proportion as faith is 
strong and mentality weak; that both rest 
upon a stratum of blind credulity which 
the light of common sense would crumble 
into dust. Reason slone can free man 
and fill him with responsiv impulse to the 
beautiful in nature and lift from the heart 
the burden of gloom imposed bya faith 
in the gods and demons of heaven and 
earth. Let our search for truth be for 
truth’s sake, and with that earnestness 
with which we defend our prejudices, and 
it will find its way to us, and will free us 
from masters who control for tribute our 
spiritual, physical, and political systems. 
Truth and more truth should make us 
glad. It can liberate the mind so that the 
priest can no longer truly call us his peo- 
ple, and we will hav no need of other than 
the good mastership of our own natural 
Such will truly 
recognize the course and abuses of human 
development; that all good. comes by a 
eomprehension of and ability £o conserve 
natural law; and that a broad and safe mo- 
rality cannot depend for its source or 
support upon supernaturalism. - Then we 


‘shall be led by sense instead of ceremony 


or sound, and by principle rather than by 
jugglery or a name. The cry of Infidel 
cannot much longer stifle the truth or 
hide it from the people. In this electric 
age, urgent necessity will force it upon 
them. It cannot be long until the masses 
apprehend that this Infidelity means fidel- 
ity to nature and the principles derived 
from a knowledge of our oneness with her 
rather than to the mystical and non-exist- 
ent. They are learning that a lover of 
nature is a true lover of humanity and all 
beneath him; that he recognizes the kin- 
ship of all life; that, his premises being 
real, his knowledge and. character cannot 
well be false; that not being bound by 
evident absurdities which make men 
slaves to little masters and tyrants to 
all dependent creatures, he expresses a 
higher and nobler manhood. He swears 
by no God or creed asthe source or 
limit of truth, as do they whose faith in 


the mystical is startled at the appear- 


ance of rational thought so "dangerous to 
the supreme’ virtue of faith alone. He 
denies the faith which leads fullgrown 


muscular men to believe that swearing is 
more sinful than deceit, treachery, and 
falsehood, or the monumental sins of & 
nation which robs labor of absolute right 
and its most essential need, and stifles 


its groans in'afelon's cell. He rejects it 


as too weak for the mentality of a child 


born of healthy parents; as unfit to liv by,- 
| because, as the faithful truly state, ''it 


will do to die by,” as our cemeteries, full 
of infants, attest. Their memorials truth- 
fully declare that ‘‘the Lord,” or super- 
nature, has called them away, although 
kind nature, if but dimly recognized, 
might hav saved them. The supernatural- 
ist can liv in harmony with nature only by 
accident, for his faith points the other way 
and leads its victim into the clutches of 
every humbug which greed can inspire. 

He who needs the son! doctor pays tribute 
to all others; and none are so god-forsaken 
88 the man or nation seeking him con- 
stantly in prayer, and so true is it that 
fasting follows prayer, that this part of the 
scriptural injunction seems a silly waste of 
words, C. L. PRATT. 


Views from Afar. 
BonpzAaux, Franoz, July 27, 1894. 

Mr. Eprtor: I am obliged to you for 
the sample TrutH Srzxurs and book-list 
duly received.  Inelosed please find $2 
for four months’ subscription to your 
paper, Miss Gardener's ‘‘Facts and Fic- 
tions of Life,” and Hartmann’s ‘‘ Creation 
of God.” I shall want more a little later, 
when I can better afford them. 

To an Englishman living on the Con- 
tinent, especially in France or Spain, your 
journal has peculiar significance, for it is 
here that he sees in full strength that giant 
priestoraft (le clericalisme) to which ‘the 
great Gambetta referred asthe enemy of 
enlightened progress. Here, perhaps 
more than in any other country, are to be 
witnessed those ceremonies which for 
centuries hav seduced and held in bondage 
thé souls of men. Here is seen the in- 
cense slowly rising from the golden censers 
swung in rhythmic motion by the hands 
of trained priests; here are heard those: 
mysterious mumblings, countless chant- 
tings and repetitions, in a tongue strange 
to the majority. I hav stood beneath the 
great dome of the majestic temple of Cor- 
dova (wrung from the ‘Arabs who once 
overran Spain), and as I watched the 
noiseless goings to and fro of the black- 
robed Spanish priests, up before my mind 
rose 8 vision of the times goue by, of the 
long dark night of a thousand years, when 
Rome’s hand was infinitly stronger than it 
is now and her powerful arm reached 
around all Europe. To my ears came the 
sound of the working of the rack, the 
tightening of the thumbscrew, the embrace 
of the iron virgin. And again I heard 
floating down the centuries the cries of 
those who perished that faith might liv; 
who suffered that others might be saved; 


who were tortured in order to redeem their 


souls from the grasp of a devil that a good 
God must hav created. Amid all this the 
solemn warning of the great iconoclast, 
Bradlaugh, whose earnest, ringing tones, 
like a clarion calling to battle, I hav often 
heard in London, recurred to my memory 
and I saw that the once hated Freethinker 
(who forced by sheer ability the final 
esteem and respect of Europe) knew well 
what he was talking about when he 
prophesied that in the church of Rome 
and the Salvation Army would be found 
the bitterest foes of the future march of 
enlightened freedom. 

Rome declining! Not so fast as you 
think, my friend. She has still unlimited 
resources of men, money, and dupes. Do 
you want proofs? Look not then sn much 
upon the past, but go to the grand cathe- 
dral of Notre Dame in Paris and to the 
Madeleine; go to St. Peter's at. Rome; 
visit the wonderful treasures of the 
Escurial near Madrid; the cathedral and 
seminaries of Burgos; the marvelous piece 
of art of Arabian workmauship in Cor- 
dova; the churches and cathedrals «gain 
at Sevilla, Valencia, Malaga, with their 
countless hosts of worshipers, and you will 
see that the fable of Rome’s decadence ‘is 


a story told by simple Protestants to | 


pacify and comfort each other. Nothing 
more. If her “right hand has lost some 
of it’s cunniug ” or ‘her power weakened, 

bear in mind that that weakness is still 
stronger than Freethought’s strength and 


as such to be intelligently feared and 
fought with might and main. 

True it is that the men capable of meet- 
ing in open combat all forms of religious 
delusion aud superstition ate but few. 
Bradlaugh has fallen heroically in the 
strnggle.. Annie Besant has deserted the 
ranks, deluded by the speciousness of an 
even more insidious cult, but others are 
left. In England, George Foote, Saladin, 
Touzeau Parris, and Charles Watts contest 
with force and eloquence every inch of 
ground, and little itis that escapes them. 
They each hav qualities which mutually 
supply and supplement what the other 
may lack. In Australia, Symes, the 
ancient Wesleyan minister, and Collins, 
his aide-de-camp, fight against great odds, 
but fight well. In America, Ingersoll, 
Putnam, and many others, carry on the 
work which brave, calumuiated Paine so 
well and bravely inaugurated. In Ger- 
many, Biichner, Vogt, Haeckel, Lange, 
and many more, hav taken up in thorough 
spirit and with much ability and learning 
the principles initiated by Kant, Fichte, 
Hegel, Schopenhauer, and Strauss. In’ 
France and in Spain brave men are 
earnestly grappling with the powerful 
priesteraft which has so long overshadowed 
the lives of their. toiling and light-hearted 
countrymen. 

I fear to further encroach upon your 
time or space, but trust to hav the pleasure 
of receiving Tur TRUTH Sxexrr by return 
of post, and thereafter regularly. With 
best wishes for health, 

Yours faithfully, PAuL FERDINANDO. 

—— 3 


Obituary.—Mary Hatch. 


Mrs. Mary Hatch, wife of H. M. Hatch» 
died at her homein Norwalk, Los Angeles 
county, Cal., Friday, July 18, 1894, aged | 
64 years. The funeral took place from the 
family residence on the Sunday following, 
the exercises being wholly secular. No 
clergyman was present, Friends and ao- 
quaintances opened the simple services 
with the singing of Hymn No. 208 from 
the ** Cosmian Hymn-book," the ‘‘ Sweet 
Here and: Now," and a neighbor read — 
Form No. 1 of funeral services in. the 
‘Truth Seeker Collection." At the grave 
the choir sang the hymu ‘‘Sleeping, 
Sweetly Sleepiug," and these words were 
said: 

Ferenps: We drop the tear of sympathy 
on the grave now about to close over.a 
once loved form. May the earth rest 
lightly upon her. May the flowers bloom 
above her head, and may the winde sigh 
softly as they herald the coming night. 
Peace and respect be with her memory. 
Farewell, a long farewell ! 

Mrs. Hatch was a nativ of New Hamp- 
shire, and leaves a husband 73 years of age 
to mourn her loss. Although in acoord- 
ance with her wish, the absence of relig-. 
ious ceremonies at the funeral has led re- 
ligious meddlers to charge Mr. Hatch with 
lack of respect for the memory of his wife. 
Reference to the hymns sung and services 
read will show that nothing could hav been 
more appropriate as the last rites of one. 
who lived for this world and borrowed no 
trouble &bout another. 


Orthodoxy vs, Evolution, 


A LECTURE 
By Daniel T. Ames. 


Orthodoxy and.its falsity—Evolution and its 
truthfalness, wonderfully and convincingly pres 
sented in & nutshell. - 

No liberal thinker should fail to road it, 

Single copy postpaid, 15 cts; two copies, 25 cts. 


discounts to agen 
soa "Address $ DANIEL 'T. AMES, 
202 Broadway, New York. ° 


Home Seekers in California 
Will find it to their advantage to call ou.or ad? 


dress the undersigned. Land Kem 10 to $500 
88 the onto HEAS g5 


er acre. 
á 4t24 pus Gates: ‘Cal. 


MATRIMONIAL. 


Rank Materialist, farmer age i 30, on the Pacific 
coast, desires to correspond with mental comrade . 
of 20 to 25 years. ddress COSMOS, 

care TRUTH SEEKER. 


STU in a JY wtohell. | 


By ASA AUGER. 

A condensation of the fundamental argument 
against Christianity. | - es 
A Very Good Little Missionary’ Work.- 

Price. 15. Gente. Address 
THE TRUTH BEERER 
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@hildren’'s @orner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tiona for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night js beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Motherhood. 


My neighbor’s house is not so high 
Nor half so nice as mine; 

I often see the'blind ajar, 
And tho’ the curtain's fine, 

'Tis only muslin, and the steps 
Are not of stone at all, 

And yet I long for her small home 
To giv mine all in all. 


Ber lawn 1s never left to grow— 
T” e children tread it down, 

And when the father comes at night, 
I hear them clatter down 

The gravel walk—andsuch a noise 
Comes to my listening ears 

As my sad heart’s been waiting for 
Bo many silent years. 


Sometimes I peep to see them 

Reize his coat and hands and knees, 
All three eager to be first, 

And hear her call, Don't tease 
Papa!" The baby springs, 

And then the low brown door. 
Shutsin their harpiness—and I 

Bit wishing as before, 


That my neighbor's little cottage, 
And the jewels of ber crown, 
Had been my own. My mansion 
With 1ts front of freestone brown, 
Its damask, and its Honiton, 
Its lawn so green and bright, 
How gladly I would giv them all, 
For her mothernood, to-night. 


—Belectton. 
—— ü Í — ———————— 


The Inquirendo Club. 
Iv. 

It had rained hard all day Saturday until 
_ two o’clock, when a sudden burst of sun- 
light announced the welcome fact that a 
general clearing up of the cloudy skies 
might be expected. The children gave a 
joyous shout upon the discovery, and 
hailed with enthusiasm Arthur’s sugges- 
tion, ‘‘Let’s hold our meeting upon the 

verandah.” 

**Yes," agreed Florence, ‘‘that will be 
nice; the grass would be preferable, how- 
ever, if it were not so wet.” 

She went to Aunt Margaretin the library, 
to acquaint her with the decision, and 
promptly at 2:30 the entire party met upon 
the vine-covered porch. 

**T hav a query right at hand,” declared 
Arthur, after preliminaries. ‘‘ What is 
Armenian literature?” 

** Armenian literature," mused Florence. 
*'* Dodo, hand me my Oyclopedia. I know,” 
she continued, ‘‘that it is the literature 
of a tribe of Armenians of the country of 
Armenia, situated geographically on the 
southern slope of the Caucasus; and that 
they were the oldest civilized people. But 
let us hear the account of their literature. 

** Previous to the introduction of Ohris- 
tianity by Gregory (a.D. 300),” she read, 
**the Armenians had adhered to the As- 
ayrian or Medo-Persian system of culture; 
but, excepting a few old songs and ballads, 
no remains of that early period exist. 
After their conversion to Christianity, the 
Greek language and its literature soon be- 
came favorit objects of study, and many 
Greek authors were translated into Ar- 
menian. 

“Ihe Armenian language has an alpha- 
bet of its own, consisting of thirty-six let- 
ters, introduced by Miesrob in 406. The 
most flourishing period of Armenian liter- 
ature extends from the fourth to the four- 
teenth century, when it began to 
decline, and few remarkable works were 
afterward produced, but they 
can be found in Amsterdam, Limburg, 
Leghorn, Venice, Astrakan, Moscow, Oon- 
stantinople, Smyrna, Ispahan, Madras, or 
Calcutta. 

‘The Armenian belongs to the Indo- 
Germanie group of languages, but has 
many peculiarities of structure. Itisharsh 
and disagreeable to the ear, The old Ar- 
menian, the language of literature, is no 
longer a living tongue ; while the new Ar- 
menian, split up into four dialects, contains 
many Turkish words and grammatical con- 
structions.” 

Florence laid down the book and looked 
questioningly at Arthur. 

** Thanks,” he said, briefly. ; 

** Who were the little princes smothered 


in the White Tower during King Richard’s 
reign?” asked Ralph, aged 14, who hsd a 
great liking for historical events, especially 
of the sensational kind. 

“That was in our reading lesson last 
week," said Lillie. ‘‘They were the 
nephews of King Richard, who caused them 
to be'smothered, because of a political in- 


surrection arising in favor of the eldest. 


boy, Edward V., who was then thirteen 
years old. When their uncle became pro- 
tector of the kingdom, the younger boy, 
Duke of York, and Edward V. fell into his 
hands, and that was the last heard of them. 
There is no doubt of the hapless children’s 
fate. For ina tract of James I., it is re- 
corded that ‘the above turret our elders 
termed the Bloody Tower, for the blood- 
shed, as they say, of those infant princes 
of Edward IV., of whom Richard III., of 
cursed memory. (I shudder to recall it), 
savagely killed two together at one time.’” 

Shakspere had him die & horrible death. 
All the people he had murdered came to 
his bedside, prophesying terrible things. 
Tt was he who said: f 

‘Every man’s conscience is a thou- 
sand swords,” by which we may infer that 
the ‘‘bloody and devouring chief felt 
some severe thrusts.” 

From the ‘‘query-box” Florence se- 
lected a pretty note from Ernestine, with 
the quetation from Tennyson: 

For Arthur on the Whitsuntide before 

Held court at old Oaerleon upon Usk. 

“ Where are the above places? And in 
what century did King Arthur liv?” 

Aunt Margaret answered: ‘‘King Ar- 
thur reigned over a tribe of Ancient Brit- 
ons, supposed to hav,lived in the sixth 
century. He is usually represented as a 
Obristian prince who struggled bravely to 
maintain the liberty and faith of hiscountry 
against the pagan Saxons, but there is no 
evidence that he really did. Of course, 
having lived so long ago, his history is 
considerably shady. Some doubt is 
current whether he ever existed at all. 
There is no mention whatever of King 
Arthur by the Venerable Bede, the oldest 
of all historians, or by the annalists of 
the ‘Saxon chronicle,’ and the explanation 
given by. Mr. Skene, a writer in a later 
age, is not generally accepted. But poets 
and romancists lov to dream of the noble 
king, who, as Tennyson said: 


Not making his high place the lawless 
perch 

Of winged ambition, nor a vantage-ground 

For pleasure; but through all this tract of 


years 
Seating the white flower of & blameless 
ife, 

*'eentered his brave knights about the 
Round Table, who, when occasion de- 
manded, were dispatched upon chivalric 
errands, such as rescuing women; pro- 
tecting fair maidens from danger; chastis- 
ing oppressors; liberating the enchanted; 
enchaining giants and malicious dwarfs, 
and performing knightly missions. These 
twelve knights of King Arthur’s retinue 
were the bravest of the brave; conspicuous 
among whom was the knightly Sir Lance- 
lot, whose beauty and courtly bearing 
were constantly getting him into trouble. 
He loved the beautiful Queen Guinevere, 
and she reciprocated the affection, but 
other beautiful maidens shared the same 
preference. For him did poor, hapless 
Elaine destroy herself, and he it was who 
unwittingly brought the fateful curse 
upon ‘the Lady of Shalott.! Of course, 
these are mere legends, but they help to 
imprint historical facts upon the mind, 
and are a beautiful reminder of the famous 
metrical romances of the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries. Old Caerleon upon 
the Usk, in Wales, was the king’s habit- 
ual residence, and at Whitsuntide (white- 
Sunday-tide), the English name for the 
season of Pentecost—so called because of 
the white garments worn by the religion- 
ists—the lords and ladies gathered for 
their famous ‘hunt.’ Popular interest in 
these ancient talee was rapidly declining, 
until revived again by Tennyson’s ‘Idyls 
of the King.’” 

Aunt Margaret ceased speaking justas a 
well occupied carriage came slowly up the 
avenue. Master Ralph, recognizing his 
friends, gave a tremendous war-whoop by 
the way of & welcome, and overturning a 
chair in his hurry to meet them, uncere- 
moniously adjoürned the meeting. 

Ipa BaALLov. 


Ideas of God. 
From OranA M. Fax, aged 16, Bentonville, 
Ar 


The good that one possesses, the con- 
sciousness that tells one to do right, thia I 
call God. When every one works for the 
good of humanity and does all that his 
better self knows how to do, then this world 
will be a heaven below; therefore, God 
(the better self) cannot do greater things 
than the power of one human being. To 
um it up in a few words—All nature is 

od. : 


From Bessie SHAFFER, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gov.—A flimsy, clumsy nondescript; a 
specter; a scarecrow; an imaginary spirit 
of vile and cruel passion, said by primitiv 
man to be the author of all natural phe- 
nomena; & craze; a myth conceived at 
some remote date, before man had entirely 
divested himself of the characteristics of 
the orang-outang; a phantasm; a sprite; 
a bugaboo; an object of devotion of the 
faithful; a hocus-pocus machine now in 
common use among priests, preachers, and 
politicians. 


From Mary L. Livencoop. 


What should God represent to the future 
Freethinker? I say, do not let him repre- 
sent anything, neither to the present nor 
future Freethinker. If we must hav him 
represent something, let him be the sup- 
posed Supreme Ruler, who is worshiped by 
persons who hav not yet become great 
thinkers. Freethinkers of this day hav 
higher thoughts than to hav God repre- 
sented as a being ruling at the present 
time. However it is, I never could under- 
stand either God or his book, but will try 
to investigate and giv a better opinion of 
him at some future time. 


From EsrELLA Weaver, aged 14, Peters- 
burg, Ind. : 

The celestial or planetary influences act 
instantaneously, but owing to the matter 
affected, the results are cumulativ. Thus 
nervous congeneries act in man. Most of 
the livily activity of worlds, suns, planta, 
and animals are unconscious, though all 
result from the inseparable property of 
matter—life. The personality of animals; 
planets, or solar systems involves the con- 
stituents, and becomes an exponent of all, 
or a representation of the universe. Free- 
thinkers might consider the universe—its 
worlds of teeming life, their creatures of 
teeming microbes—one inseparable organ- 
ism, unconscious, yet true. 


Pierson, IA.. June 28, 1894. . 

Dzan Miss Wixow: Bey I suggest to 
the Children of the Corner that when they 
compete for the prize offered so kindly by 
Hudor Genone,. they consult Webster’s 
dictionary and be careful not to violate 
the standard of ‘‘good usage” in their 
definitions. Mr. Genone would not offer 
the children a bribe to ‘‘ murder the king’s 
English.” ; 

After the prize has been fairly won, and 
cheerfully bestowed, as it undoubtedly 
will be, then let the children of the Cor- 
ner require of Mr. Genone a definition of 
**God,” which shall satisfy his own con- 
science, without violation of standard 
English, and with no ‘‘ prejudice for his 
own views.” / 

Let the children and the philosopher 


frolic together. It will do them both good: 


and brighten ‘‘ the Corner." 

The single-minded directness of the 
**Oornerites”’ will be a vivid contrast to 
the double-back-action surprises 
everywhere lie in ambush within the sen- 
tences of Mr. Genone. S. F. Benson. 


on Ww. BECKLER, aged 18, Escondido, 
al. 

God is an imaginary being born of ig- 
norance, created by it in order to account 
for the unknown causes of phenomena. A 
god, like the cause it stands for, is un- 
known; but perhaps, unlike the cause, it 
is also unknowable. This for the reason 
that just so soon as the cause is made clear 
to our comprehension, becomes under- 
stood, a fact is demonstrated that admits 
of no theoretical substitute or proxy. 
Hence the god, being nothing—never hav- 
ing been, in fact— ceases to be one even in 
imagination. A nothing never can be 
known. It is like the x in algebra—of no 
account when once we hgv solved the 
equation. Of course that *' indeterminate 
analysis,” in which the equation never can 
be marked out to & dead-sure solution, yet 
remains; but what matters that? Let it 
remain, so long aa we can’t help ourselvs; 
so long as we can’t solve it, let it go, and 
the x with it, and let us work on that we 
ean get a solution of. My idea is that 
until we reach the solution of & solvable 
equation the. x may be useful, but after 
that is reached we had better drop it, as it 
is of no further use to us. z 


HYPNOTISM. My original method, $1. 100 
page pamphlet, 10c. One on Personal Magnet- 
ism, 10c. DE. ANDERSON, T.S.8. Masonic Temple, 
Chicago. 62126 


that |. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS CHEAP 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand s copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Medieval Education. By 
8. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

The Dawn of History: An Introduction to Pre- 
Historic Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Ohenevix 
Trench, D.D.. Cloth, % cents. 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology an 
the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultze. 
785 cents. ‘ : 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 7 

By 8. 


5 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 7% cents. . 

Education. Intellectual, Moral and Physical 
Progress; Its Laws and Cause. With other 
disquisitions. Two books in one. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Political Science, containing Physics and Poli- 
tics. An Application of the Principles of 
Natural Science to Political Society, by 
Walter Bagehot; and History of the Science 
of Politics, by Frederick Pollock. 75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. ‘By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. 
Two books in one volame.’ 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
PRES aU Historias Bketoh 2 the Dis- 

ribution o and in Englan Willi 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. "7/5 conta. Pyyan 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourternth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 

Bound Volume of Humboldt Library, containing 
numbers 92 to 108, $2. 

Glimnses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R. ` 

.E., F.L.S., with 85 Illustrations. $i. ~ 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 

ally. 75 cents. t 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 

Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. 


By Mary Wollstonecraft. $1. . 
The Genesis of. Science and the Factors of Or- 
. ganic Evolution. Both by Herbert Spencer 
inone volume 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leayes. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.G.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. : 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. 
Archibald Geike, LL.D ERS. tooonte PY 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M. 
illiams, F.C.8. Two books ın one Volume.: 


75 cents. 
Work. By Grant 


Charles Darwin; His Life and 
Allen. 75 cents. 

The Pleasures of Life. By Sir John Lubbock, 
Bart. 75 cents. 


SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. \ 
amiliar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Hereditary Traits, ana other Essays. 
Mi cellaneous Essays. 
Illusions of the Senses, and «ther Essays. 
Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane- 
ous Essays. Six books in one volume. $1.50. 


SELECT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evo'utionist at Large. 
Vignettes from Nature, and  . 
Force and Energy; a theory of Dynamics. Three 
books in one volume. Cloth, $1. 
‘THE 


BRAIN ^» BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


: with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth. $1. . Address 

. THE TRUTH REEKER 


A. PROOTOR, 


Modern Marriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. 


Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker. 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriages—one from the nobility, one from the 
bourgeoisie. one from the petty bourgeoisie, and 
one from the working-people—and describes, with 
all the power of his wondrous art, how each orig 
inates, by what motive each is inspired, how each 
is consummated, and how each results. 


. Price, 15 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


THE SABBATH 
By M. FARRINGTON, 
4 Thorough Hiamination and Ref- 
«tation of the Claims of. the: 
Sabvatarians, 


Prive. - - - - - 


Essay on iwviiracles. 


By DAVID HUME. 
Bem E e E e W aN 


Address 


^D eent- 
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Tne Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


5 wish References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
cr ptures. 


: Including Qnestions Answered Afürmatively and Nezatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-— Price, 25 Cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place. New York City 


FHE CANDEE 


FROM UNDER 


THE BUSHEL 


By WILLIAM HART. 


1.306 Questions to the Clergy and for the Con- 
sideration of Others. 


The author, while a sincere church member, obeyed the in- 
junction to search the scriptures, which led to the propounding of 
these queries, no clergyman can answer rationally and remain a 
Christian, 


PRICE 40 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette P'., New York. 


POPULAR EDITIONS 


F 


Thomas Paine's W orks. 


PON PRR RRR REE 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.5 
6 copies for 31; cloth, 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 400.; clo., 75c. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(rate). By J. E. Bemiborg, 
Portrait. ‘ap.,50c.; clo., 750. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 

evolution. Pap.,40c.; Clo., T50. 


Revol 
= GREAT WORKS. 8yo. 800 pp.; 


clo. $3; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 
LIFE OF. By C. Blanchard. 


Pap ,40c.; clo., with portrait, 60c. 
LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Franec, and England, 
and a Sketch by William Cobbett. 
The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 50c. 

LIFE OF. DByG. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER, Underwood.10c 

POLITICAL WORKS: '*Com- 
mon Sense,” “ Crisis," “ Rights of 
Man” 81.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke’s Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. Pap.,40c ; clo.. 75c. 

TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100, 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS: ‘‘Age 
of Reason,” “ Examination of the 
Prophecies,” etc., with Life of 
Paine and steel portrait, $1.50. 

VINDICATION, Reply to N.Y. 

Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll 10c. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Es THUMBSCREW AND RACK, xicnoxarn 


10 Cts 
PER COPY 


12 COPIES 
$1.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
"he Holy Inquisition, 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack, the Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks, 
the Heretic Catcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a monte penr (gag), Tron Masks recommended 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and üt Spe the Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgin Up to Date. the Execution Bell, etc. 3 

“Iused to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, * how our fathers persecuted mankind Baut I 
never appreciated it. Lreadit, butit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the infamies that have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments thas 
Christians used.” dec ^ 

Price, 10 Cents per Copy. [X 2 Copies for $1.00 
BUY A DOLLAR’S WORTH AND SCATLER THEM AMONG YOUR OHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 
Address THE ıRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want it. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage's latest and crowning work It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 


the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
onana cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
will do. 


In cloth, $5; in Aalf-leather binding, $8. Address THE TRUTH SEEK"- 


HAND-BOOK 


FREETHOUGHT 


By W. S. BELL. 


* 


Oontaining in condensed and systematized form a 
vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
P trines of Christianity. As book of reference and aid 
i to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 

: nv 3 of subjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Faine's "Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Christianity and Ti 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, Address HE TRUTH SEEKER E 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yat 
given—poetie, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general's address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
xl] in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen, 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. d 
A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend ata 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Single copy, 25 cents, Five copies for $1, 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Bzrcavsz all cannot ride, all need not go 
afoot.— Investigator. 


A ORANK is a specialist in a line in which 
you are not interested. — Zucile Hewett. 


Wrien your blows cautiously when 
striking at the foibles of the weak.— Gal- 
veston News. . 


FaArsEHooD has an infinity of combina- 
tions, but truth has only one mode of be- 
ing.— Rousseau. . 


Tue man who says nothing when the 
character of the innocent is being assailed 
_ is himself a slanderer.—-Galveston News. 


Ir people would only stop talking where 
they stop knowing, half the evils of life 
would come to an end.— Edward E. Hale. 


In the administration of a state, neither 
a woman 88 & Woman, nor & man as à man, 
has any special functions, but the gifts 
are equally diffused in both sexes.—P/ato, 


Tur dogmatism of our creed-religions is 
the assertion of authority from without. 
Nature says to every man and woman, 
: Look for my teaching and proof from 
within yourselvs, for you will find it by 
the material road; and every man, woman, 
and child can find it out only by this road, 
which they must walk themselvs— Z. J. 
Drummond, in Secular Thought. 


Tire present social state is transitional, 
as past social states hav been transitional, 
There will, I hope and believe, come a 
future social state differing as much from 
the present as the present differs from the 
past with its mailed barons and defense- 
less serfs. My opposition to So- 
cialism results from the belief that it 
would stop the progress to such a higher 
state and bring back a lower state. oth- 
ing but the slow modification of human 
nature by the disciplin of social life 
can produce permanently advantageous 
changes. — Herbert Spencer. 


Turn is everywhere a lack of faith in 
human nature. People talk.of brother- 
hood and yet spend half their lives study- 
ing the ways and means of ostracism and 
caste. They profess an abstract solidarity, 
and yet button their coats at the first sala- 
tation of poverty or sin. Democracy is 
preserved in liberty. The church and the 
state, all formal societies, tend to destroy 
all individuality. We are forced by them 
intoa mould. To be free we must hold them 
in perpetual servitude. I would chain and 
whip an institution to my purpose without 
remorse as long as it was useful, and when 
it had forfeited all mobility I would bleed 
and bury it kindly, but without regret.— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


Turn is clericalism, the enemy of the 
human race! Oppose it as the fiend who 
has covered the world with the darkness 
of ignorance, and illumed that darkness 
only by lurid and fitful giares from the 
fires of martyrdom. Strike the monster 
which has battened rich upon your pov- 
erty, which has reared its temples by 
robbery, shaped their oriels out of agony, 
and laid their foundations in blood. Down 
with the ogre that lived through the cen- 
turies upon the burlesquing of God and 
the stultification of man. Death to the 
demon whietf has sent you to a printed 
book for your religion, instead of sending 
you to the daisy and the stream and the 
mystic sympathies between them and your 
soul, and the infinit. No indifference! 
Strike as you love theholy! Strike as you 
hate the infamous!—Saladin. 


Accorpine to holy writ, God made 
Adam out of the dust of the ground and 
then breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life. Now, just imagin the eternal crea- 
tor of the universe blowing into the nostrils 
of a clay man in the hope of making it 
liv. Of course the origin of this old myth 
is obvious enough. Our savage ancestors 
knew nothing of biology or physiology, 
and they were under the impression that 
the breath was the cause of life They 
observed that while men lived they 
breathed, and that after death they breathed 
no longer, and so they jumped to the fool- 
ish conclusion that the breath was the life. 
The word spirit is derived from breath—a 
most significant fact. In fact, it may be 
said that men and women to-day believe 
that they hay souls or spirits capable of 
living forever, simply because their fore- 
fathers did not understand the nature of 
breathing—did not know that it was the 
process by which fresh oxygen is taken in 
and impure oxygen given out in order that 
chemical combustion, which is the condi- 
tion of life, may be carried on. I remem- 
ber, when a boy, trying to resuscitate dead 
flies. by industriously breathing upon 
them. I may say that I was just as suc- 
cessful with the flies as God would hav 
been with a clay man—had he been foolish 
enough to make the attempt. The man 
who wrote this story may hav been in- 
Spired, but he was never at school.— 
Wallace Nelson. 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H, WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Qonscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Oharity, - 
What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity, the. Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety, and Honor, 
Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, 
Conduct; or Right Doing, _. e, Avarice, Not a Means 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? est End, EN: 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life's Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Belf-Control. Blossoms, 
Fortit ude a Noble Possession, Self-Res 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- dice, E ; Free Press, 
Anger, the Distorter, 


ous ? ‘ights of Animals, 
Qultivation of Individuality, . The Angel of Forgiveness Rights of Children, 25 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Facult, Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, of Man. . 

Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Oleanliness 


tt, : . Reasonand Free Inquiry. 
ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, - 


Value ofa Trade, | cess. . I Politeness. The Gentleman. 

Recreation a Necessity, The Difficulties of Life, Politeness. — Continued. — The 

Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the . .Gentlewoman, 

Truth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, . $ 

What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of & Promise. Power of Will, Wisdom. ] 


Fraud a Crime. Courage, a Necessity to Right 
The Poison of Slander, Living, 


Miss Wixon has taken a8 her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great. 
synthetic philosopher and s gifted liberal minister: 


As with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet Atful and parttal, ts beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there ts an tndissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a law which altereth not.— Herbert Spencer. 


Living is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. ; 


Right Living ” is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROYE THAT 


Address 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


Boox L—PLEASURE: Ohap. I.—So t Flees Ohap, IL- Material Pl 
ook L—Pr : Ohap. I. —Sources o easure. ap. IL.— A 
Ideal Pleasure: Ohap I cial Pieasures. Oha a Plea eant ars: 
Barbarian and the Civilized. ap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Ohap. VII.—Christianity. 
Boox IL—ÍNTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. I.—Purpose of life. Chap, IL.—Material Pleasures. 
Ohap.III.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
100% Pleasniter: Oharacter. Ohap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Ohap. Vil. Pedagogical Des- 
Boox IIL-—MOoRAL DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. L—Morality. Ohap. IL.— i : i 
Chap. III.—Material Pleasures: Refinement. dan Ty raat Pride Poredant, 
Ohap. V.—ídeal Pleasures: Civilization. Ohap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. Vis Vico 


Caused by Restraint. 
—8O00rAL DEVELOPMENT: Ohap. I.—Progress. Onap. IL.—Protection, Oapitalism, and 
and a Proposed Violation of. Individual 


Chap. IH.— 
. V.—Pleasures of the Savage, the 


Boox IV. J 
Socialism: Respectiviy an Actual, an Imminent, 


Sovereignty. Ohap. IIL—Condition of Agriculture: Chap. IV. Publi 
Meno, Mono, Tokel of Socialism. Ohap. V.—Province of Government. Snorage ghe 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have been rendered by 
men who are in every way qualified as judges of books: 


, This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with 
out mu h thought whether the ice is thin or not. It answers the greatest question— What is the 
us ', object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cause and motiveof progress? 
—by one word, Pleasture!—Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 

He sharply attacks, also, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out by the facts, and his arraignment is-practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—/Vew York Oommerctal Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not au attempt to fill up with words for lack of. 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. e do not see how anyone can re:d this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It is a work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on publio schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land- Thou- 
n ae aa sen tenesa are worthy, pF being framed u Þolitical ma ims and hung Up all over the nation. 

ook deserves & wide reading, not only for its literary style, which i incisi 
ite boll end phe ooi, pq Waukee: y style, which is clear and incisive, but for 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 
Pleasure and Progress" has 898 pages. i: splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel- 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 
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The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes i 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, nbus PA E yu 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Ohaldean idols, to Ohrist/s coming, the princi- 
palcharactets are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. Itis made plain that the 
peculiar hraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 


¢ ting ane ‘he proper EDD er i s then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
: CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 

The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 

The Earth, » Ia General. . 

The Chemical Aspect. By the Lungs. 

The Sun. | Br tbe Rm 

Genesis—The Creation. Y tho Kidneys: 


‘Digestion and Nutrition. 
The Elementary Substances. 
Alcohol and Its Effects on 
The Soul—What Is It? 


Sin and Salvation. d 


Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 
The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation, 
The Creation of God—Abraham. 


Moses—OConfirmation of the Idea of God, The Mind, 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The Ecolesiastical Kindergarten. 
Gad Bayo me King. Bakona] Berian i : 
ehov: es a Rest. isions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 
The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. oe 
a ars a ee Every Man His Own God. 
rganic Life—Ve A Gat t ledge. 
Organic Life— Annal " T Tables e ene The Spring. 
The Master Tissues. he Non Oredo. 
The Muscular Tissues. Rules for Human Conduct 


The Nervous Tissues. 


ILE ^ 
Food and Food-Substances. Mons Mus 


Map of the Tntelleotual Faculties—The Mind, 

Map of the Deluge and ‘Gorden of Eden. 

Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
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| JY ew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tan 
TRUTH SEEKER Oompany, at the price 
named. 


ABRAHAM Lincoun: Was HE A CHRISTIAN? 
By John E. Remsburg. The Truth 
Seeker Company, New York. 50 cents. 


There has been a good deal of contro- 
versy from time to time through the press 
of the country over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln’s religious opinions. ` 
Not long since this discussion was re- 
newed on account of the claim made by a 
popular clergyman that the martyr presi- 
dent was a Ohristian. Among those who 
combated this statement were Oolonel 
Ingersoll and John E. Remsburg, of Kan- 
sas. The latter has been engaged in col- 
lecting the testimony, pro and con, as to 
Mr. Lincoln’s religious opinions for over 
fifteen years. He spent:a good deal of 
time in hunting up the evidence and run- 
ning down stories, and the result is that he 
probably knows more about the facts in 
the case than any other man living. The 
result of this laborious research is con- 
tained in a handsome volume of about 350 
pages recently issued by the Truth Seeker 
Publishing Company, New York, entitled, 
* Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Obristian?” 
Everyone who has & personal acquaint- 
ance with Mr, Remsburg knows him to'be 
& very conscientious man, and that he 
would tell the truth though the heavens 
fell. This is illustrated in this volume, 
| for he has here given every scrap of eyi- 
dence that has ever been produced in de- 
fense of the claim that Mr. Lincoln was a 
Christian ora believer in the doctrins of 
Christianity. He then. givs the evidence 
in rebuttal, and among these unimpeach- 
able witnesses are Lincoln’s wife; his old 
law partner and very particular friend up 
to the time of his death, Hon. Wm. H 
Herndon; his friend and adviser while in 
Washington,.:Ool. James H. Mathey; his 
private Secretary, Col. John G. Nicolay, 
and his life-long friend and executor after 
death, Judge David Davis. Such un- 
equivocal testimony, one would think, is 
sufficient, but in addition there is cited the 
testimony of a hundred others—Mr. Lin- ' 
coln’s relatives, near neighbors while & 
resident of Springfield, and prominent 
men in Washington, including members 
of his cabinet, and others in different sec- 
tions of the country. The book closes 
with evidence from the tongue and pen of 
Lincoln himself. To our mind Mr. Rems- 
burg has presented an array of testimony 
to show that Mr. Lincoln was an unbe- 
liever in the inspiration of the scriptures 
aud the fundamental doctrins of the Chris- 
tian religion that is irresistible. . But 
whichever side one may choose to take in 
this controversy, he cannot afford to be 
without this book, as nowhere else can the 
evidence presented, pro and con, be ob- 
tained. It virtually exhausts the subject 
and upon its testimony the case must be 
decided, if at all, The price of the volume 
in paper is 50 cents; handsomely bound in 
cloth, $1.— Gazetteer, Denison, Tex. ` 


How’s This! 


We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward 
for any case of Catarrh that cannot be 
cured by Hall’s Catarrh Cure, 

'F.J. CHENEY &OO., Props., Toledo,O, 

We, the undersigned, have known F. J, 
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe 
him perfectly honorable in all business 
transactions and financially. able to carry 
out any obligations made by their firm. 

Wusr & Truax, Wholesale Druggists, 
Toledo, ©. . l ; i 

WarpiNG, Kinnan & Marv, Wholesale 
Druggiste Toledo, O. 

Hall’s Oatarrh Cure is taken internally, 
acting directly upon the blood and mucous 
surfaces of the system. Price, 75c., per 
bottle. Sold by all Druggists, Testimo- 
nials-free. 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Pnorrsson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


vOÜRTENTS : 

Tome and Matter. The Fitness of Things in 
ortality of Matter, ` Nature (Teleology), 
orbaltty of Force, Man, . 

Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 

Value of Matter, Thought, 

Motion, Consciousness, 


¥orm, _. Seat of the Soul, 
Immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 

AWS, he Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 


AWS, al Force, 
The Heavens, . The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, 
of the Earth, . Morality, |. j 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa- 
Secular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THF TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Jot for Parsons. 


“I LIKE Sunday-sehool better than 
church, mamma,” said little Emma last 
Sunday. ‘‘Why so, my dear?”  ''Be- 
cause there isn’t so much of it, mamma,” 


A New RoonmsLLE engagement has been 
broken off in Consequens of religious dit- 
ferences. Her small brother put a tack in 
his chair, and she didn't like his creed.— 
Binghamton Republican. 


Tre Rev. Mr. Harpe (solemnly): *'* And 
the wicked shall be east into the lake of 
torment where the worm dieth not and the 
fire is not quenched.” Alkali Ike (appre- 
ciativly): ‘‘ That must be hell."— Zruth. 


Mvrnaz:. ‘‘ Went to church yesterday, 
just fora change." Yabsley: ‘‘So? What 
denomination?” Mudge: ‘‘The minister, 
as near as I could figure ‘him out, wasa 
platitudinarian.”—IJndianapolis Journal. 


Mrs. Jones: ** Wasn't that a powerful 
address of Brother Smith’s at the experi- 
ence meeting ?" Deacon Jones: ‘‘ Oh, 
Smith is a good man, but he’s a little con- 
ceited. To hear him talk, you would think 
there never was & hardened sinner in the 
world except him !" — Puck. 


Tue Dear Pastor: ‘‘I hope you never 
go fishing on Sunday, my dear child ?” 
Young Hopeful: **Oh, no, sir.” The Dear 
Pastor: “That’s right, my child. And 
now tell me why you do not." Young 
Hopeful: '*Beoause papa says he doesn’t 
yant t be bothered with me.” —New York 

ruth. ^ 


Fuossm : ‘I’m afraid to go to sleep all 
alone in the dark." Mamma: ‘‘You go 
right to bed like a good little girl, and re- 
member that God’s little angels are with 
you." Flossie (ten minutes later): .‘‘T 
can’t go to sleep, mamma. I guess one of 
God's little angels is biting me.”—Zhe 
King’s Jester, 


A wEGRO preacher in the South, who 
secured the eloquent Bishop Simpson to 
preach to his colored congregation, thus 
grandiloquently introduced him: ‘‘ Bred- 
dern, you are to hab de privilege dis 
mornin’ of hearin’ de great Bishop Simp- 
son, from de Noff, a man whose repoota- 
tion is all ober dis land like a soundin' 
brass or like a tinklin’ cymbal,” 


** T SHALL never forget," said one pillar 
of the chureh,.** what an admirable Sun- 
day-school superintendent we had in the 
former cashier of the Building Associa- 
tion.” ‘* Yes," replied another, ‘‘he was 


. an able young man, and so willing!" **So 


long in his speeches." ‘‘ And so short in 


his accounts, "— Puck. 


Herr is an announcement from a Brook- 
lyn paper under the heading of Ohurch 
News: ** The ‘ Rev.’ Dr. Crowder, of Rock- 
ville Center Methodist Episcopal church, 
will exchange pulpits with the Rev. Mr. 
Hudson, of the Baptist church. In the 
evening Dr. Orowder will occupy his own 
pulpit, his subject being, ‘Behold, I hav 
played the fool.’” 


Tur pastor was calling at the house of 
Brother Billings, and the small boy was 
entertaining him until the parents came 
down, ‘‘ Do you ever go fishin’?” inquired 
the youngster, who had inherited his 
father’s fondness for the sport. ‘‘ITama 
fisher of men,” responded the good man. 
“Do you carry your bait in a jug, like 
papa does?'" was the next question, and 
just át that moment Brother Billings ap- 
peared with a seraphic smile of innocence 
lighting up his genial countenance. 


Tug Hyogo News, Kobe, Japan, givs 
the following peculiar advertisement : 
“When my daughter was sick I prayed 
the Kompira of Sanuki providence for her 
recovery, pledging to let her pay a thanks- 
giving visit to the temple by creeping on 
her hands and feet all the way through, in 
imitation of cattle, if she recovered. The 
prayer was heard, and .she recovered. 
But, after all, it is impossible for a tender 

ir] to creep several hundreds of miles to 
anuki, I should, therefore, like to find a 
substitute for her, and if any one offering 
himself or herself be found suitable for the 
task, I will giv such a person £200." Prob- 


‘ably Jesus would do, as he is the Ohris- 


tian’s substitute- bearer for sins. 


Rev. Dr. Rarwsronp, of St. George's 


Episcopal church, New York, is an enthu- 
siastic sportsman, and would walk ten 
miles any day to find a good hunting- 
ground.. On the subject he is eloquent. 
The doctor is one of the finest wing shots 
in the country.— Philadelphia Record. 
This is how he obeys the injunction of his 
Divine Master and preaches the gospel to 
every creature. The gospel reaches the 
poor birds in the shape of a leaden missil | 
of death!—JZx. - This sounds a little hard ' 
on the reverend sport, but we are afraid 
the Er. is looking at him from the right ! 
point of view. Those who preach the gos- | 
pel of mercy for a profession are a trifle 
inconsistent when they spend too much 
time in projecting shot into peaceable ani- 
mals just for the fun of it, — Life. 


DEMAND PONDS 
ÉXTRACT. € AVOID 
ALL IMITATIONS. 


FOR 
ALL PAIN 
{Rheumatism 
SI Feminine | 
il Complaints 
i Lameness 
Soreness 
: 3 Wounds 
SER Bruises 
atarrh ` 


USE 5 


iles - 


POND'S | 
EXTRACT 


It will Cure. 


The Living Waters. 


'To those who need & medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 84 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa, J. R. Perry, mgr. 21t18 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Hand- 
80me catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street, New York. 52619 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
seoution is going on this argument sho! 
freely circulated, read to. the Ohristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 60 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
3y J. Q. HOLYOAKE. Price, 5 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzoncz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon eyolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarding the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhero do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken place in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering. the 
mechanical interpretation of nature Universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


vor aod ted. Price, cloth, $2. 
usura areas, THÈ TRUTH SEEKER. 


SÓLID METAL. Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumers; nsolid metal white as silver; 


demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Ovi 
llars’ rth in daily use. Case of samples 


Free. Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. -:. , Boston, Mass. 


4nd S L| Views P^ : 
pro ^a iat, Al, 
anterns for Home Amusement. 


250 Catalogue 
MEATUS Home £a Opics 49 Nassau Ste NeVe 


|J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
. taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book o: 


ure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 
ice, 25 cents. : 
Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man's “ creation,” and 
“curse,” theologically denominated “ the fall. 
Price, 10 cents. A 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 20 cents. 


The Human. Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 
ti f the assumption that he was a divine 
eraon, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 

Pestement prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it V Ud Lx 

Addre THE 
E Lafayette place, New York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


E AND 
Views of Speaker's Platform 
: AND 


The Assemblage. 


What they are: 


1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
and other occupants standing, showing Colo- 
nel Tagersoll, resident Rowley, 8. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakoman, et al. 


2. Colonel Ingersoll Causes n Smile. 


8. President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. i 


4. Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem, 


5. Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. 


e 
. 


The Paine Monnment, as it appeared 
May 80th wreathed in flowers and kearin 


mottoes. No other picture of 
oes | No o! picture of the Monumen 


7. Paine Homestend as it appears now. 


These are spl:ndid photographs. They were 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Rocheile, on May ath, and are historically, patri- 
otically, and artistically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Liberals who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 

aine. Miss Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photographs are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
1s seventy-five cents each, 


Address THE TRUTH REEKFR CO. 
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CHRIST «© « = 
—eose— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Ohristian 
tion. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 86. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
gans and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through ihe 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, & his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. . It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 

Price, % tents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Paper, 60 cents; oloth. 75 cents. 
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Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.—$3. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891....................- $0 25 
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The Age of Reason. 
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Christian Absurdities. John Peck.. 20 
Viotor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire .. 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 
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Travels in Faith from Tradition to Resa- 
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The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
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Issues or 1899.— $8. 7” 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 


Rights g Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- P 
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Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 
,,, dener...... MORS mI 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg... ese 2 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk. "1 50 


Pocket Theology. Voltaire................«-- 25 
Why Don’t God Kil the Devil? M. Bab- 


COOK soos tan casciacamealcsailee yaicg vos acura ces 15 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
__ ,By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
PLOCHOR 55 ad's bie os xe Sede Sa esae vun Pe 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
Hart.......... "m 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged...................... 80 
False Claims of ‘the Church. John E. 
Remsburg....... .......-eeeeerneA ERE 10 
Issuzs or 1898.— $8. 
Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 
Ingersoll 15 
The Oreation of Go 
. MADD iereeepesereprreseresseneaosesnnn oo. 50 
Crimes gt Preachers in the United States. 

. Billings....................- ev 25 
Resurrection of Jesus...............-eeee es. 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.B. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; He- 

ligion a Lie. B. P. P 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. f 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Oh 
P pe tu x Pd ld's F 5 
en Pictures o e World's Fair. Illus 
trated. B. P. Putnam.................. . 2 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine....... ess 15 


, x i 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein . 10 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson... 2e 85 
Bistor.Luoy. Her Awful Disclosures of 

Newhall Convent.......... Sex s YEYRITS 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Busan 
NixOnvsidiueelli es. en onsen ct 10 


Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Belf-Oontradiction. of the Bible. W. H. Burr ' 15 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
as thoy appear. 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which p is desired, 

Single numbers so:d at prices quoted 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced. | 


Take Advantage of these Manufactu- 
rers Pricchk. ] 
REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen's Size. 
Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
ewels, $650; 15 jewels, #8; 15 jewols. fully ad- 
Justed, 810; 17 jowels, adjusted, 814. In 8 ounce 
coin silver case, gmo, $11.50, $18. $15, $19. In 4 
ounce, $1 cxtra. In 14 kt gold filled, open faco, 
21 year case, $14, $16.60, $17, #19, $28. Hunting 
ense, $8 extra, In 10 kt., 16 year case, either 


kind, $8 less. 
Ladtes’ Size. 3 
Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
aa ence: nm 11 dowel, $14.50; 15 jewels, 
. i old, hunting o: s; 
$24.10, 829. : Mort 
THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchab. 9 hair spring, beautiful, double sunk, 
paneled dial, nickel, gola damascened finish, ad- 
justed to heat and cold and positions. Lates 
improvements and’ guaranteed a perfect time 
eeper. À 
Gentlemen's Size. 
Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case, $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, #28. Hunting, $82; 10 kt.,15 year cases, $3 


loss. 
Ladtes’ Stze. 

Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $80 
In M kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. du 

All gold and filled eases made by best manufac- 
turers as Boss, Ducber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 
enging turned, or artistically engraved. 

oods shipped by express, charges prepata. 
SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK, 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWPLER. 
Send for price-lists ROCHELLE, ILL 


giving causes and 
` laints, anda mE 


wnrd Ap 


lication—a post cnre--the only 
edy of ihe kind in existence—with evidences of suc- 
cess, Address, 


DR. R. P. FEL 
Say where you saw this adver. Vineland, N. J 


8J- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
Moe e ote E 
ve me their patre na; ot waste their 

timo and money on Obristian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 
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ANOTHER GODLY TRANSACTION.—Hosea iii, 1, 2. 


JYows of the [Deck. 


Austin Buarr, ** war governor" of Mich- 
igan, died on August 7th. 


GaaAssHOPPERS are somewhat destructiv- 


to crops in Western New York. 


THE Japanese appear to be gaining some 
.advantages over Ohina in the war. 


Tus rebellious Kabyles are defeating 
the troops of the Sultan of Morocco. 


Tue New York board of Police Commis- 
sioners has, after trial, dismissed four more 
sergeants for bribery. 


Tus Populists and Labor men of Ohio 
hay united, nominating Charles R, Martin 
tor Secretary of State. 


Sewaror Kyte has offered a resolution 
prohibiting the sale and use of liquors in 
the Senate wing of the capitol. 


AMERIOAN scientists held conventions in 
Brooklyn during several days, beginning 
August 14th, any valuable papers were 
read. 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND has approved the 
act to subject to state taxation National 
bank notes and United States Treasury 
notes, 


Missouri Republicans put at the head of 
their ticket for Supreme Judge, W. V. 
"Robinson. It was a Chauncey I. Filley 
convention. 


Juryn Raura and the artist, O. D. Wel- 
don, will represent Harper's Weekly and 
Harper’s Magazine on the scenes of the 
Japanese-Chinese war. 


A TORNADO swept over the province of 
Ciudad Real, Spain, on August 18th. Two 
hundred persons injured and several thou- 
sand domestic animals killed. 


. Tax House of Lords has defeated the 
Evicted Tenants bill. It will decidedly 
strengthen the Liberals and make more 
perilous the position of the peers. 


Mayor PiwaRER, of Detroit, charged 
members of the school board with taing 
bribes. He had several arrested and locke 
up in the police station over night. 


Tre foundations for the new national 
headquarters of the Salvation Army were 
laid at the corner of Fourteenth street and 
Sixth avenue, New York, August 14th. 


Tae Democrats of Idaho hav nominated 
ex-Governor E. A. Stevenson for gover- 
nor. They declare for free silver at 16 to 1, 
and denounce the ‘‘ conservativ” senators. 


SavERAL Anarchists arrested in Rome. 
Bombs, explosivs, tools, and chemicals re- 
ported found in their homes, Most of the 
Putent convicts are deported to Mas- 
sowah. 


Tar Democrats of Orange, Newark, and 
other places in New Jersey, hav issued 
public addresses, in which they severely 
arraign United States Senator Smith for 
his ‘‘conservativ” attitude on the sugar, 
iron, and coa schedules of the tariff bill. 


Tum clergy of Lawrence, Mass., the other { 


day demanded the removal of the Black | 
Crook pnsters; but the marshal, having 
HE them, declined to remove the 
ills. 


Junas CALDWELL, of the United States 
Circuit Court, has appointed Aldace F. 
Walker receiver of the Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fé property, vice J. W. Reinhart, 
resigned. 


Tug New York Constitutional Conven- 
tion refuses to permit the people to vote | 
upon the:proposition to incorporate any 
woman age amendmentin the proposed 
new constitution. i 


Taers is much trouble between acting 
President Peixoto of Brazil and the Con- 
gress. Many arrests. President Moraes 
will appeal to the people if he is not allowed 
to take the presidency. 


Santo Oassrio, the murderer of Presi- 
dent Carnot, was guillotined at Lyons on 
the morat of August 16th. He did not 
make good his promis to die more bravely 
than his fellows who had preceded him. 


Tnuz Texas Democrats hav nominated 
the Hon. Charles A. Culberson for gov- 
ernor, indorsed the administration, and 
adopted the currency plank of the Chicago 
platform, after a long struggle with the 
free silver friends of Governor Hogg. 


Tue separate bills putting sugar, iron, 
coal, and barbed wire on the free list were 
referred to the Finance Committee of the 
Senate and, with amendments, were re- 
ferred back and put on the calendar. It is 
not probable that there will again be a 
quorum in the Senate for the transaction 
of business. 


THE national convention of the League 
of Negro Democratic Clubs was opened at 
Indianapolis on August 14th. C. K. J. 
Taylor, recorder of deeds at Washington, 
and chairman of the National League, pre- 
sided. The convention indorsed President 
Cleveland, proclaimed for tariff reform, 
and protested against lynching. 


Ten thousand operativs in the New 
Bedford textile manufactories hav struck 
against a reduction of wages, A settle- 
ment may be effected soon, as some of the 
operators are willing to continue paying 
the old scale. A small force of non-union 
workers refused to quit, and these were 
assaulted by the strikers and some were 
injured. 


Tax Democratic convention of Indiana 
renominated Secretary of State Myers, 
strongly indorsed President Cleveland, and 
denounced the ‘‘ small coterie of senators, 
who, masquerading as Democrats,” de- 
feated Democratic legislation. When the 
convention called for ‘‘ names,” *' Brice,” 
* Gorman,” and '* Smith” were heard all 
over the hall. 


Tux drought has killed the hopes of the 
Cherokee strip boomers, and there is a 
wholesale exodus from the country. The 
city of Perry, which had at one time 
15,000 inhabitants, has now not more thau 
800, according to reports, and smaller 
places are deserted. The number of set- 
tlers greatly outnumbered the claims, and 
terrible suffering has been endured, 


B. H. OrovzR, who represented the Pop- 
ulista of the Third district of Kansas in the 
Fifty-second Congress, has returned to the 
Republicans. There is in that state a dis- 
contented wing of the Populist party, led 
by Cyrus Corning, W. F. Rightmire, Noah 
Allen, and other conspicuous reformers, 
which threatens to put. an indeperident 
ticket in the field. The defection grows 
out of dissatisfaction with the Lewelling 
administration and the alleged failure of the 
“regalar” organization to stand squarely 
on the Omaha platform. i 


Jouw Qutnoy Apams, of Massachusetts, 
eldest. son of the great diplomatist, Charles 
Francis Adams, great grandson of one 
president and grandson of another, died 
on August 14th. He was born September 
22, 1833. Before the war a Whig- Free 
Soiler, and during the war a Republican, 
he later became an independent Democrat. 
He was public spirited, a hard worker, and 
a ripe scholar. He had three brothers— 
Charles Francis, Henry, and Brooks—two 
of whom are authors of works of great 
value to the student and propagandist of 
Freethought. ^ Mr. Adams leaves three 
fons George, Oharles Francis, and young 
LII aek.” 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolutlon. 

By B. F. Underwood...............« Price 6 cents 
The World's Parliament of Religions. 

By Tenney..............eee eee eene Price 10 cents 
The Gods. 

By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 


Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 


9 By McCann...........sceceeeeeeees Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. - 

By Henry Frank.................. Price 25 cents 
The Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
Church and State. 
| By “Jefferson”. Price 10 cente 
Religion of Humanity. 

By Benwell E TT Price 15 cents 
Ingersalt on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4 cents 
Dwight L. Moody. é 

By Susan H. Wixon.............. Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 

By an Old Yarmer................- Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution, f 

By Ingersoll.............. eee Price 10 cents 
Effacemert of Christianity. 

By Holyoake.......... eee eene Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. 

By Holyoake................. eese Price 15 cents 


Ingersoll's Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 


By H. L. Green.................... Price 4 cents 
Religion in the Republic. 

By M. A. Freeman................. Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney.............. eene Price 6 cents 

: Charles Darwin (Illustrated). 

By Flower & Wakeman........... Price 15 cents 
Jehovah Interviewed. .................- Price 6 cents 
Cosmology against Theology. . 
*? By Vimdex...+.cccccccccccarccccces Price 15 cents 


books by Helen H. Gardener, 


1 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. : 


Men, Women and Gods, 
_ Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
frice, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Suppited at Special Discounts, 


THIS YOUR SON, WT 10RD? 


& Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth. $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? - 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth; $1. | . Paper 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
- SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 
s CONTENTS: 

A Splendid Judge ofa Woman ‘The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
‘Mystery -The Time-Lock of Our An- 

cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


: CONTENTS: i 
Pieface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 

—Throw: in With the City's Dead—An Irre- . 

spon ible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 

sponsibility of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman asan Annex—Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in sts Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Oommon 
ense in 


DR. 417 PEST, 50 cur 
PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read It. 
and i 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
' Price, 10cents. Address this office. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


Bv A. R. AYRES. 
‘*A good book written with a purpose.” 
' Price, 25 cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but - 
money made by &ny Lib. ral who will canvass for 
oir book "Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated.” In fact we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours waekly and sod nearly 
fifty copies in a month. The price is low; every- 

knows the Old Testament stories, and 
neatly everybody would like a book applying 
nineteenth-century wit and knowledge to them. 
People lixe to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
"estament tales has Jargely disappeared and 
jokes at the expense of Jonah and Joseph and 
Esau and Samson and D vid, and the other wor. 
thies of nnsavory reputation, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It ssems to us that the book will se. 
sight. It dees herein the store. Liberals 
employment will find 
honest dollar. 
Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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en Vie Ya et l | Ll A ^. í A ” W. lh W a 
Belicviving Saints’ d ll LARA Wf), 
SICKENING TALK ON THE GALLOWS. 


From the £t. Louis Globe-Democrat. 


Mownroomery, Ara., July 20th.—Dan Washington, Porter Davis, and Charley Ezell, negro murderers, ex- 
piated their crimes on the gallows in the jail yard here to-day. Their crimes were atrocious, but they died 
in the eestasy of religious enthusiasm. On the gallows platform each made a brief statement, but none of 
them confessed. . , f 

Washington said: “Brethren, in fifteen minutes I'll be in Paradise with a long white robe on and golden 
slippers & walking de golden streets. When you ‘all comes, I'll meet you at de gate and carry you to de 
judgment seat.” : . . 

Porter Davis said: “I don't want to take up my time speaking. I am anxious to go to heaven. Ina 
few minutes my soul will be there. You all mind the gospel and meet me there.” _ 

Charles Ezell, the wife murderer. said: “I know I am saved. I am going to sit down by Jesus. Tam 
a true born son of Jesus, and am going home. All of you, white and black, I don’t care how big you 1s, I 
am better than you, because in a little while I will take the sacrament in the city ealled Paradise. I see the 
pearly gates standing open for me.” 

The black caps were drawn, the preacher offered a short prayer, and the trap was sprung. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKSGHEAP 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deai for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediwval Education. By 
8. 3. Laurie, L.L.D. 76 centa. 

The Dawn of History; An Introduction to Pre- 
Historic Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Ohenevix 

rench, D.D. Cloth,%5 cents. : 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology an 
the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultze 
75 cents. 

English: Part and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern ‘Thought. By 8. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation o: Vegetable Mould through the ace . 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

Edueation. Intellectual, Moral, and Physical 
Progress; Its Laws and Cause. With other 
disquisitions. ‘I'wo books in one. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Political Science, containing Physics and Poli- 
tics. An Application ot the Sninsipin te 
Natural Science to, Political Bociety, by 
Walter Bagehot; and History of the Science 
of Politics, by Frederick Pollock. 75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, wi 
other essays. ‘By Audrew Wilson, Thee 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the Hirt 
Land Hoiding iu England, by Joseph "ren: 
F RHS; and Historical pieten of the Dis- 
tribution o and in England illi 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cont. ` y William 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and the 
L'ancing Mania of tho Middle Ages. By J. F. 

. Hecker, M.D. Two boous iu one volume. 
75 cents. 

Bound Volume of Humboldt Library, containi 
numbers 92 to 108. $2, i BRE 

Glimises of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R. 
S.E., F.L 8., with 35 Ilustratioos. $1 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By Ja: 
Bully. 75 cents. x ae BENS 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 
Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. 

y Mary Wollstunecraft. $1. 

The Genesis of Science and the Factors of Or- 
ganic Evolution. Both by Herbert Spencer 
in one volume 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
book, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 76 cents. 

Geo.ogical Sketches at Home and Abroad. B 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.8. 75 cents. y 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientitic Ase 
pect of some Familiar ‘'hings. By W.M. 
Williams, F.0.8. Two books in one volume. 
76 cents. 

Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 76 cents. 

The Pleasures of Life. Dy Bir John Lubbock, 
Dart. 75 cents. 


SELEOT WORKS OF RICHARD A. PROOTOR, 


right Science for Leisure Hours. 

Familiar Essays on scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, anu other Essays. 

Mi-cellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. Six books in one volume. $1.50 


SELECT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN. 
The Evolutionist at Large. 
Vignettes from Nature, and 


Force and Euergy; a theory of Dynamics. Three 
books in one volume. Cloth, $1. 


THE THE 


BRAIN ~» BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 


By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 
with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It je eloquent as well M sonvinoin n 

rice, cloth, $1. Q88 
THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


Modern Marriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. 


Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker. 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
marriages—one from the nobility, one from the 
bourgeotste. ove from the petty bourgeotste, and 
one trom the working-people—and describes, with 
all the power of nis wondrous art, how each orig- 
inates, by what motive each is inspired, how each 
is consummated, and how each results. 

Price, 15 Cents. 


A THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
across 28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


546 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. SEPTEMBER 1, 1804. 


]he Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
i ASNA A 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. M 

It will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. LED i M ] 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, _ 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. . 


Nothing Can be More Interesting, ; 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 


Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. ~ 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
: In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
f WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION l 

frem the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. a 

THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


aud the Pioneers of our work recognized. _ 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: ` 


the greatest Inven- 


Philosophy.| Science, |, Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus, Ethics. | | Boccaccio, Lessing. Voltaire, Gambetta. Madame Roland. 
Spinoza, Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. , Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstonecraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Vietor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L, Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni, Lincoln. Margaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny-. Ingersoll. Garabaldi. ' Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 

Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. . . 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of a 
George E. Macdonald, ^ Capt. R. C. Adams, 
E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 


Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Hey wood, 
Otto Wettatein, 


Snsan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Oharles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


T. O. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, . Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
Shuüid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, J 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. l 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting. his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. 

. The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 

will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. ; 

This book will contain 

Over Six Hundred Pages or Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wii be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universa! presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
ean afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to THE 
Truru Seexer, and every Freethinker 
needs * Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: : 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer l 
To the New Subscribers as a 

l Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 
With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FDUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, . 
free. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther "Old Testament . 
Stories Comically Ilustrated,” or W. S. Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Cioth—all free 
hy post or express. 


This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar bo: k for $3. 


A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $1 ($3 only 
from each) does ihis. 


We want to exten our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in'any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed. 
will have their names en- 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 
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most complete separation of church and state “in 
all matters political and educational.” But that 
saving clause which refers to the educatiou ¿inci 
dentally given in charitable institutions is pregnant 
with meaning. How can there be the “ fullest” 
separation of the ecclesiastical and the civil when 
millions of dollars are each year given to institu- 
tions wherein religious instruction is a regular part 
of the “care” bestowed upon the inmates? That 
such religious instruction is given in these institu- 
tions we all know, and Mr. Lauterbach admits it 
in this paragraph: 


The Charity Problem. 

"The Committee on Charities of the New York 
Constitutional Convention having agreed to report 
against any amendment to the Constitution. forbid- 
ding appropriations to sectarian institutions to pay 
for the care and education of dependents put into 
their charge, Chairman Lauterbach of that com- 
mittee givs to the. public some of the reasons for 
the conclusion to which he and his associates hav 
come. He says that the Committee will report five 
new sections, “creating a Constitutional State 
Board of Charities, a State Board of Dutton: and a 
State Board of Prisons.” 


E, M. Maovonanp, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance. .......... eee o cen eene een en $3 00 
One subscription two years, in adVance.......ccccesseessseeece 0 00 
Two new subsoribers.. — eec nen ee caso, OD O0 
One subscription with one new subsoriber, i in one remittance. 5 00 


“The committee is unanimously of the opinion that 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


DEO eM ROUES EPCEON **'The Board of Charities shall hav additional powers the public hss received adequate return for all moneys 

One tic opi rua with three new subsoribers. in one remit. T which will serve to check abuses in public or private paid to private charitable institutions; that the expendi- 
PANOOS raea es creare sere iste oaa E R E Eaa © | charitable institutions, and shall hav full charge of all tures made hav been in most instances far leas than it the 

One ibaa dia with four new subscribers, in one remit- oo | 2ffairs appertaining to such institutions, even to checking institutions had been conduc ted by the publio; that the 
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sounitenas incalculable benefit; that the care of those in private 

institutions is better than that received in those under 
control of public local officers; that the public moneys 
expended under the prevailing methods are supplemented 
by the expenditure of enormous sums from private 
sources; that, to a large extent, the buildings and acces- 
sories of these organizations hav been supplied by private 
cost, and that the method upon the whole is certainly the 
most economical that can be devised, and will be still 
more economical when some comparativly trifling abuses, 
such as the too long retention of inmates or laxity in 
their admission, shall hav been remedied.” 

We confess ourselvs unable to see any difference 
in principle between voting money for the support 
of sectarian schools and voting it for the support of 
sectarian charitable institutions, although we are 
free to admit that there are many and great prac- 
tical difficulties in the way of the just settlement of 
the charity problem. It is perfectly clear that 
no part of the tax fund should be used to giv 
“religious training” to the state's dependents. 
From our point of view, the religious instruction 
which these waifs receive is far from being of 
«incalculable value ” to themselvs or to others, but 
they do need physical support, scientific education, 
and ethical and industrial training. What is to be 
done! It is alike unjust and dangerous to permit 
the churches to fatten and grow powerful at the 
expense of the taxpayers. To quote further from 
Mr. Lauterbach: 


**Probably the noblest sectarian charities in the world 
are the hospitals in the city of New York. They are 
supported entirely by private sectarian contributions; 
but they extend their benefits without regard to race or 
creed. The occasion might arise at any moment calling 
for their use by the city for public purposes, but were 
the prohibiting amendments adopted, such arrangements 
would become impossible, and the city would be de- 
prived of what might be an indispensable facility in its 
charitable work. 

**Tt is clear that private institutions which expended 
during the fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1893, nearly $13,- 
000,000, of whigh probably $9,000,000 was derived from 
public sources, should be subject to the most thorough 
investigation, supervision, and control by properly or- 
ganized public bodies. In addition to this, the expend- 
itures upon state, county, and city institutions makes an 
aggregate of at least $20,000,000 for charity in the state 
of New York, irrespectiv of large private benefactions, 
of which no public record is made. 

‘The field covered by this vast expenditure is divided 
into three parts, correction, lunacy, and charity, and 
affected during 1898 & daily average of 80,843 individuals 
besides the inmates of prisons, penitentiaries, and jails, 
in which there was & daily average of some ten thousand 
persons, It is important to note that the average num- 
ber of beneficiaries grew from 47,000 in 1880 to 80,000 in 
1893, and the expenditure from $8,000,000 to $20,000,000.” 


It is true that many of the hospitals are under 
sectarian control, but the funds for their support 
come from all classes of people, religious, non- 
religious, and anti-religious. However, this latter 
fact does not seriously weaken Mr. Lauterbach’s 
objection that the amendments proposed and re- 
jected by the Committee would, if adopted, prevent 


**The powers of the State Board of Lunacy are ex- 
tended beyond those of the present board, but a separa- 
tion of its functions from those of the State Board of 
Charities is clearly defined. 


** The State Board of Prisons has no existing counter- 
part, and is intended to provide supervision and inspec- 
tion not only of. the state prisons, bat of the county jails 
and penitentiaries.” 

As regards the proposed amendments prohibiting 
appropriations for charitable institutions under de- 
nominational control, Mr. Lauterbach says: 

‘*Unanimity exists in believing that it would be unwise 
to prevent the state from aiding and supporting its de- 
pendent poor through any appropriate agency or from 
entering into contractual relations in that behalf with 
private institutions, under whatever control they may be. 
The proposed amendment which, if adopted (together 
with that suggested by the Committee on Education, 
which prohibits the appropriation of any moneys by the 
state to any parochial, denominational, or sectarian 
school whatever), without affecting charitable institutions 
where education is an element in the care of its inmates, 
will secure in its fullest sense a separation of church and 
state in all matters political and educational, without, 
however, preventing the state from securing the services 
of the magnificent charitable organizations of all denomi- 
nations which hav done so much to lessen the burden of 
the state and to secure the economy and perfection which 
hav characterized the eleemosynary work, so enormous in 
its extent, which it has devolved upon this community to 
perform,” 

Of course the report is the result of a compro- 
mise between those who wish to discontinue all 
appropriations of money to the kind of institutions 
specified and those who desire that the present 
loose management of affairs shall not be disturbed. 
It will be one of the duties—the chief duty, appar- 
ently—of the new board of churities to * supervise, 
visit, and investigate” all eleemosynary, charitable, 
and reformatory institutions, * whether state, 
county, municipal, incorporated or private ”—except 
insane asylums and penal institutions—“ if they re- 
ceive any public aid or are exempt from any public 
burden or tax.” No funds can be granted to any 
institution not already authorized to receive them 
except on the authority of this board and only for 
the support of persons committed to it by due pro- 
cess of law or under the rules of the Board of 
Charities. The Board has power to revoke the 
authority of any institution now existing or which 
may be established to receive public funds. These 
provisions would seem to indicate that, if this pro- 
posed amendment is adopted, no institution can 
thereafter receive a lump sum but will be paid a 
specified amount- per head for such wards of the 
state as are actually under its care. 

It will be seen that Chairman Lauterbach ex- 
presses the opinion that this amendment, together 
with that proposed by the Committee on Educa- 
tion, which forbids state aid to schools under 
denominational control, will— without affecting 
charitable institutions where education is an ele- 
ment in the care of their inmates”—secure the 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, : 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $6.50 we will send Taz TavrH SErKER one 

‘year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we wil send Tz Trurx Szexer one 
year ($8) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paines works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tar TRUTH SzzxzR one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
: Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Taurum SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s * Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Tavra Szzxzr one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tug Truru SrExER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book » 

in boards ($2). 


For $4 we will send Tur TRUTH SEEKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comice- 
ally Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru Szzxzr one 
year: ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
friends to the values offered. 
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the city or state from reimbursing these hospitals 
should either in an emergency, such as siege, riot, 
This is 
one of the practical difficulties in the way of the 
adoption of such sweeping amendments to the 
Constitution, and one which all thinking, fair- 
minded men and women will giv careful, unprej- 
udiced consideration, and dispose of according to 
the impression which the facts make upon his mind 
after they hav been measured by his standard of jus- 


or pestilence, seize them for public use. 


tice. 


“<The State Board of Charities would hav supervision 


over seven reformatories, eight institutions for the deaf, 


two for the blind, one for epileptics, three for idiots, one 
for Indian children, one for soldiers and sailors, fifty- 
eight county poorhouses, two hundred and forty-one 
orphan asylums and homes for the friendless, one hun- 


dred and twelve hospitals and forty-five dispensaries, 
with a population of 62,164.” 


Three courses of action are open: The first is to 
continue the present system of voting state aid to 


the various institutions, sectarian or otherwise, 
which care for the so-called wards of the state. 
The second is for the state to gradually assume the 
direct control and training of all these dependents, 
. while the third is to constantly lessen the sums 
voted by the state to private institutions to the 
end that voluntary charity shall do all that state- 
aided charity does at the present time. 


Comstock after Big Game. 

Last year Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage, the re- 
nowned woman suffragist, had brought out by 
Charles H. Kerr & Co. a work of five hundred and 
fifty-four pages, entitled, “Woman, Church, and 
State: A Historical Account of the Status of Women 
Through the Christian Ages, with Reminiscences of 
the Matriarchate.” It met with a cordial recep- 
tion, for its author’s name was a passport to favor, 
the subject was a fascinating one, and the book 
contained & wealth of information hitherto familiar 
to but to few people, comparativly. : Of course it is 


not entirely free from _ errors, the most serious of |. 


which probably is the ‘apparent credit given to ex- 
priest Chiniquy’s story for the marines about an 
alleged Catholic plot to assassinate President Lin- 
coln, and one of the minor annoying mistakes is 
the classification of the Unitarian Christian Register 
of Boston as an Episcopalian paper. But the book 
is, upon the whole, an admirable volume and one 
that can be read with profit by old and young. That 
Anthony Comstock should pronounce it unfit for 
perusal by children is astonishing, accustomed 
though we are to his obscene antics. 

Mrs. Gage lives at Fayetteville, Onondaga County, 
‘New York. The school board of that town has re- 
fused “ Woman, Church, and State” a place in the 
school library, on the ground that it is unfit to be 
read by children, and in support of its position it 
give out a letter from Anthony Comstock, written 
to one of its members. This is the letter: 


“NEw York BoorgTY FOR THE SuPPRESION OF VIOE, 
‘*Room 85 the Times Building. | 
** New Yorz, Feb 26, 1894. 

“Mr. T. W. SuzEpy, Fayetteville; N. Y.: Yours of 
24th inst. by express, inclosing & book entitled ‘ Woman, 
Church and State,’ by Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage, is just 
received. In reference to whether this is a proper book 
to put in a school library for children to read, I unhesi- 
tatingly say, No, it is not a proper book for children to 
read. What may be proper for a mature person is a very 
different thing when placed in the homes of boys and 
girls. The incidents of victims of lust told in this book 
are such that if I found a person putting that book indis- 
criminately before the children I would institute a crimi- 
nal proceeding against them for doing it. 

**'This is not on the theory that the intent of the writer 
isimpure, because that is a question which has nothing 
to do with the dissemination of matter ‘which tends to 
inflame the imagination and corrupt the minds and 
morals of the young, or persons open to such immoral 
influences into whose hands a publication of this sort may 
come.’ The details given where young girls hav been 
ruined certainly cannot be helpful to any child, but would 
suggest thought of a mostimpure and dangerous character. 
The policy of the law is that persons who are liable to be 
affected by such things as these shall not be brought un- 
der their baneful influence. The book is undoubtedly 
designed by the author to work a reform against certain 
evils which undoubtedly exist, but that does not justify 
the putting of such a book as that in the library of a 
school, where boys and girls shall hav free access to it 
unbeknown to parents, and make the horrible details of 


that book a subject for conversation among themselvs, 
I return the book by express as requested. : 
** Very truly yours, AntHony Comstock, Sec.” 


Had the school board and Comstock said that 
sectarian works ought not to be admitted to a pub- 
lic school library, and had they, in deference to this 
just principle, shut out with *« Woman, Church, and 
State,” the Bible and all later Christian and other 
religious worke, they would hav been in an impreg- 
nable position, and no Freethinker would hav 
thought of assailing them there. But when they 
debar Mrs. Gage’s noble volume, yet retain large 
numbers of religious and quasi-religious books, 
they reveal themselvs in their true characters, and 
place themselvs in a wholly indefensible attitude. 
This is not the worst of the matter, however; not 
daring to do justice, realizing that to object to the 
admission of “Woman, Church, and State,” to the 


would be a violation of the principle of separation 
of church and state, would expose the fact that 
they are themselvs the defiant, persistent, wholesale 
violators of that very principle, they hav resorted 
to the despicable, cowardly subterfuge of charging 
Mrs. Gage’s production with being indecent in 
effect, if not in intention. This course of pro- 
cedure is reprehensible in every way; it is mean, it 
is sneaking, it is libelous. Mrs. Gage should hav 
no difficulty in making Comstock pay salutary 
damages for this dastardly trick. Or, if he is as 
financially impecunious as he is morally poverty- 
stricken—which is extremely doubtful, however— 
she should be able to recover from the members 
of the Fayetteville school board, who published 
Comstock’s criminal libel. It is time for some one 
to pay handsomely for the usurped privilege of de- 
faming the reputations and works of honest men 
and women. It is time for an example to be made 
of some of these prurient-minded creatures who 
would deserve only the pity of sane and healthy 
people if they would cease bedaubing with their 
own corruption the brain-fruits of the most earn- 
est and oftentimes clearest-seeing humanitarians 
in the world. Comstock’s insinuations regarding 
* Woman, Church, and State” should be resented 
in a more tangible way than through press denun- 
ciations. He cares nothing for such so long as his 
financial backers are not thereby weaned from hig 
support. A few libel suits, vigorously prosecuted, 
would teach him at least a little prudence. He is 
not amenable to reason; epithets, no matter how 
fitly applied, glance harmlessly from his armor of 
ignorant self-conceit; he glories in his work and 
is utterly unable to discriminate between obscenity 
and physiological instruction. This is why none 
of his animadversions upon Mrs. Matilda Joslyn 
Gage's book in the least affect those who under- 
stand the censor’s hopeless limitations. He knows 
even less concerning the proper training of youth 
than the unlettered plowboy does about the science 
of astronomy. And yet he arrogates to himself the 
title of protector of virtue, and presumes to say 
what the millions of children in America shall read. 
Referring to this very subject of sex and asking 
who they are who declaim against physiological 
knowledge and beauty, Grant Allen answers : 

“The lean and haggard ascetics of the Thebaid; 
the vile St. Antonies, pursued by swinish dreams 
and unclean images; the monks and nuns of the 
Middle Ages; the like-minded fanatics of the nine- 
teenth century. The idea of the essential impurity 
and danger of sex began with the savage.” 

In reading Comstock’s letter one is most forcibly 
reminded of the fact that the Christian idea is that 
ignorance is the only efficient safeguard of inpo- 
cence. The offense of Eve was that she partook of 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge, thus becoming able 
to distinguish between good and evil. This damned 
the whole race, to the end of time. Comstock is a 
Christian, and so he cannot help reasoning, as a 
logical Christian must, that the only way to keep 
out of mischief is to remain in intellectual darkness. 
Certainly Christians do not usually act on this rule 
in ordinary business affairs, but when it comes to 
the facts of sexual physiology.and social science 
they immediately run their heads into the sand and 
imagin that they are perfectly safe. And, not con- 
tent with blinding themselvs, they are determined 


school library on the ground that its admission. 


that everybody else shall fly to the shelter of the 
sand dunes of non-information or  mis-informa.' 
tion. This explains the attack on “ Woman, Church, 
and State." 

* Mrs. Gage in a letter to us says that the -real 
power behind Comstock in this crusade against her 
book is the local church. There is nothing intrin- 
sically improbable in this statement. In fact, it ig 
difficult to imagin that any other should hav made 
such an attack. One of the Syracuse papers heads 
an account of the trouble with the words “ ‘Unclean, 
Unclean,’ so the churchmen cry at ‘Woman, Church, 
and State,’” showing that at least one editor under- 
stands the situation. The same paper quotes a 
man who for twenty-five years has been prominent 
in educational affairs in Syracuse as saying that, 
* While I hav not read the book thoroughly, I hav 
reviewed it sufficiently to satisfy myself that Mr. 
Comstock was right in condemning it for circula- 
tion in a publie library." This man also says that 
«If not suppressed, this book is sure to hav its 
baneful effects," meaning, of course, that it will in- 
jure the church by showing how false is her claim 
that woman owes to Christianity her elevation and 
emancipation, so far as they hav been achieved. 
Other Syracuseans think that “some kind of an asy- 
lum ought to be found for Comstock.” Repeal the 
infamous law he enforces, and he will become power- 
less for evil. Still others’of Mrs. Gage’s neighbors 
express their conviction that she could not write 
“anything morally objectionable,” so refined are 
her mental and moral attributes. It is probable 
that Comstock will discover that he has aimed too 
high this time, and will beat as orderly a retreat 
as possible. A suit for damages would help greatly 
to transform the defeat into a rout. 


“Fair Play" sends to the World this model ` 
form for an amendment to the state constitution: 
* No form of property, real or personal, shall here- 
after be exempted by law from taxation for the main- 
tenance of the government which assures its title.” 
This' would be an exact fit in any and every state. 

Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, perhaps the most widely 
known leader of the Sunday law people, says that 
“religion cannot be maintained without the Sab- 
bath, or the Sabbath without law.” Which is 
equivalent to saying that Christianity would go to 
pieces without the hoops of statute law. What a 
confession! And yet in the face of this and many 
similar admissions Mr. Crafts and his associates 
hav the effrontery to persistently claim that they 
are working for civil, not religious Sunday laws! 


What sorry shammers they are! 
——— "dao —- 


Our Christian friends hav no more practical 
faith in * God's loving providence” than hav un- 
believers. When there is no immediate danger they 
are very trustful, but they hav sense enough to 
scramble for themselvs when peril is imminent. 
On August 15th the Catholic church at Sayersville, 
New Jersey, was struck by lightning. Services 
were in progress. “The wildest excitement fol- 
lowed ;” “a mad rush was made for the door;" 
“the exits were jammed in an instant.” Finally 
the cooler headed ones allayed the excitement and 
order was restored. Providential care is a nice 
theory when one is not confronted with a condition. 

LE Lis 

**Tt is not a sign of character or intellect to be always 
giving emphasis to one’s disbeliefs. If a man does not 
believe this thing or that, why should he trouble himself 
or others about it? If there is anything that he does be- 
lieve, that is the thing for him toemphasize. If, indeed, 
he does not believe anything, the less he says about him- 
self the better." —Sunday-School Times. 


Want affirmations? Well, we affirm that Chris- 
tianity stands in the way of the highest develop- 
ment. We affirm that one irrigating ditch is worth 
ten million prayers. We affirm that hard work, 


| fair dealing, and respect for the rights of all are the 


best possible certificates of character. We empha- 
size our belief that we must abide the consequences 
of our own acts, your “Jesus paid it all” vicarious 
atonement doctrin to the contrary nothwithstand- 
ing. 

They hav found in Iowa a real believer in the 
Bible as it was understood in the days when Chris- 
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tians were more ignorant and more sincere than 
they are to-day. His name is P. Stillmukes. He 
is a member of the legislature and this is what he 
said when he voted against woman suffrage: 

“I hav always been taught and scripture says God 
first made man and afterward he took a rib out of the 
man’s side, out of which he made a woman. Now, it 
seems to me & disgrace and an injustice to let that rib 
control or dictate to men in any way, shape, or form 
whatsoever in regard to the law-making power in this 
state. Therefore, I vote no.” 

Upon which the Clinton Herald remarks that 
“if Dubuque was after the biggest fool in the 
county to represent it in the legislature, it appar- 
ently got what it went for.” This is a terrible 
slap at the Bible and at the Christians of past ages. 
Mr. Stillmukes is merely a survival. He is a Chris- 
tian born out of time. 


* 


. The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will this 
week write again to United States District Attorney 
W. C. Perry in regard to the case of Mr. J. B. 
Wise, indicted and to be tried in October for send- 
ing through the mails to Rev. H. B. Vernon a postal 
card bearing the transcription of a verse of the 
Bible. And it will add much to the weight of the 
letters already sent to Mr. Perry if a large number 
of our readers who are not regular members of the 
Corps will this week join in the protest against the 
further tormenting of the crippled old man. Fifty 
or one hundred additional letters may turn the 
scale and induce Mr. Perry to nolle prosse the suit. 
Will you be one of the reinforcement ? 
clear, dignified, and courteous. Address Mr. Perry 
at Topeka, Kansas. i 


A writer in the Saratogian, protesting against 
Colonel Ingersoll lecturing in the town hall at 
Saratoga Springs, says thàt no Christian need fear 
for the “ eternal verities ” because. of Infidel lectures, 
but he must object to such use of the hall, just as, in 
secession days, a patriot would hav “protested against 
a rebel flag flying over the roof, not because he 
feared that the stars and stripes would be hauled 
down from every other flag-staff in the land, but 
from sheer patriotism and loyalty,” meaning, un- 
doubtedly, that Colonel Ingersoll is guilty of treason 
against the government of the Christian God and 
should be promptly suppressed out of “sheer 
patriotism and loyalty” to the supernatural dy- 
nasty. It seems never to hav occurred to the 
Saratogian’s correspondent that his credentials as 
earthly agent of that dynasty and interpreter of its 
purposes are no better than Colonel Ingersoll's. 


** Pretending to be a prayerful Christian, August Seel, 
jr., has been scattering forged checks right and left among 
uptown shopkeepers. He forged the name of the Gillen 
Lithograph Company, his employers. Seel, who is a 
member of the Y. M. C. A., is twenty-four years old and 
lives at No. 231 West Nineteenth street. When arrested 
he rnefully exclaimed, ‘ What’s the good of prayers, any- 
way! Here I’ve been praying for success in passing these 
checks, and now I'm arrested. ”—N. Y. Advertiser. 

We leave it to our Christian friends to decide 
whether Seel is actually a sincere Christian of shady 
morals or is merely masquerading as a believer in 
order to the more easily fleece those who are still 
eredulous enough to think that profession of accept- 
ance or real acceptance of antiquated dogmas is 
evidence of probity of character. His exclamation 
of surprise that his prayers had proved to be worth- 
less to him, would point to the conclusion that he 
really believes in a special providence, even for 
thieves. This would not be at all surprising, for all 
history shows that men and women of the criminal 
classes are, with few exceptions, exceedingly super- 
stitious. 


The New Orleans Christian Advocate perceives 
that the appropriation of public funds to sectarian 
institutions “strengthens the cause of the Infidel 
against all churches,” but it does not seem to 
realize the intrinsic injustice of such benefactions. 
It says that “Protestants stand in the way of their 
own interests and of purity of government when 
they accept the pittance of public moneys thrown 
to them as a sop to close their mouths against the 
large appropriations to Roman Catholics.” In the 
course of a very few lines it twice uses this word 
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“pittance” to designate what the Protestant sects 
receive from the states and the nation, thus uncon- 
sciously revealing the location of its most grievous 
wound. The plain inference is that it would not 
object to such a system of appropriations if it were 
not for. the disproportionately large sums “given to 
Romanists by politicians for political ends." With 
a fair divvy" it would not care very much for 
Infidel opinion. That is why it does not heed the 
Infidel protest against the infamous Sunday laws, 
which laws, so far, hav been enagted, almost with- 
out exception, at the demand of and in the interest 
of Protestantism. 


A Sabbatarian paper givs us this precious bit of 
information: 

“The Presbyterian tells how one man stopped Sab- 
bath work in the Reading shops at Williamsport, Pa. 
He declined to work on the Sabbath, and was discharged 
as a man who had too many scruples for a railroad 
worker. He quietly informed the men who were in the 
shops that if they went to work he would prosecute them 
for violations of the Sunday law of the common wealth of 
Pennsylvania. Seventy-five of the men declined to work 
the next Lord's day. The name of the sturdy upholder 
of the civil law was Andrew Anderson." : 

Under a statute embodying the principle of equal 
freedom, Andrew Anderson would hav been able to 
select his day of rest, and he would not have been 
able to deny to any fellow workman the opportunity 
to labor on Sunday. As it was, his employers had 
more justification for discharging him than he had 
to refuse to the other seventy-five men the chance 
to work on Sunday. This “sturdy upholder” of 
the Sunday statute evidently became suddenly 
reverential toward the law when he wished to use 
it as an instrument ef revenge. The theocrats are 
welcome to his * loyalty.” 


It would appear that accurate knowledge of the 
Bible is not necessary to enable one to travel in 
peace and safety through “heathen” lands. Dr. 
Morrison writes to the London Daily News, of 
Lenz, the American bicyclist: . 

“He is gratefully remembered by all the missionaries, 
who praise his imperturable serenity, his endurance, his 
unquestionable courage. One missionary, however, la- 
mented to me that Lenz did not possess that close ac- 
quaintance with the Bible which was to be expected of a 
man of his hardihood. It seems that at family worship at 
this good missionary’s the chapter for reading was an- 
nounced, when Lenz was discovered feverishly seeking 
the Epistle to the Galatians in the Old Testament. On 
the mistake being pointed out to him Lenz was in no wise 
discouraged; on the contrary, he declared his solemn 
conviction that in the United States the epistle is always 
reckoned a part of the Pentateuch.” 

We do not quite understand what the missionary 
means by his indirect assertion. that a man of ex- 
ceptional hardihood would be expected to hav a 
close acquaintance with the Bible, but we do under- 
stand that a traveler who cared so little for the book 
that he could not tell whether a particular epistle 
is in the Old or the New Testament, would hav a 
distinct advantage in a pagan land over a Bible wor- 
shiper, for he would be much more likely to look on 
peculiarities of religious belief and rites with a 
catholic eye, and would in all probability attend 
more strictly to his own affairs, and let those of the 
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The Congregationalist is not willing to concede 
that the Christian Sabbath (Sunday) depends upon 
civillaw. In an appeal for its better observance, 
it says: 

“If Sunday should cease to be the Lord's day, it 
would be because Christians hav resisted the pleadings of 
their own consciences concerning it. No legislature can 
Christianize the weekly rest day. It can only free the 
day from the burdens of continuous toil. But if each 
Christian keeps it as in his best moments it might be 
kept, it cannot be destroyed.” 

But the Crafts people are.not particularly anxious 
about freeing “the day from the burdens of con- 
tinuous toil.” They are just as bitterly opposed to 
Sunday recreation as they are to Sunday work. 
They want a holy day, not a holiday. They want 
matters so arranged by law that overy man, woman, 
and child must go to church on Sunday or stay at 
home. . This is not in the slightest degree an ex- 
aggeration. It is a calm statement of fact. If the 
Sundayites really wished to do nothing but prevent 
compulsory “continuous toil”—the only kind with 


which any legislator has a right to concern himself 
in his official capacity—the whole difficulty could be 
settled at once, for all that would be necessary in 
the way of law would be a provision that no em- 
ployer shall require of his employees more than six 
days work each week, leaving to the demands of 
each business or industry and the amicable arrange- 
ments of the workmen among themselvs and with 
their managers the determination of the rest day of 
each worker. Such a settlement of the question 
would -be dictated by good sense, not bigotry, and 
consequently will not willingly be accepted by the 
clamorers for Sunday statutes that make voluntary 
labor and harmless amusements alike misdemeanors 
or crimes. 


— eg —— Y 

“The Open-Air Workers’ Association of America ”’ 
held its second annual convention in this city a few 
months ago. In the Independent's report of the 
proceedings we find this: 

**Tn view of the difficulty experienced by preachers in 
getting permits from the municipal authorities for street 
preaching, 8 resolution was passed authorizing the presi- 
dent of the association to inquire into the cause, and also 
to draft a bill to be presented at the next session of the 
legislature, making it obligatory upon these authorities to 
issue such permits to lay and ordained preachers upon 
presentation of evidence of good character, and also to 
permit the distribution of religious literature in the form 
of tracts, circulars, and books at such gathorings." 


That clergymen and other out-door speakers 
should be allowed all possible opportunities for 
carrying on their propaganda cannot in fairness be 
disputed by any friend of free speech. But it must 
be remembered that the equal rights of other 
people are to be considered and that on some 
streets assemblages could not be gathered without 
interfering with the business or locomotion of a 
large number of persons. In view of this fact it is 
at once evident that the local authorities are much 
better judgesof the situation than the legislature can 
be, and that therefore the authority to grant licenses 
should be left in the hands of the local officers, sub- 
ject to such general restrictions as may be neces- 
sary to prevent favoritism and other abuses. One 
question to the “ Open-Air Worker’s Association ” : 
Are you willing to extend to Freethinkers and other 
unorthodox lecturers the same rights and oppor- 
tunities to speak that you demand for preachers? 
In other words, are you pleading for equal justice 
or special privileges? 


The theocratic conspirators against our secular 
Constitution never tire of asserting that this gov- 
ernment rests on the Christian religion as its found- 
ation; and even the United States Supreme Court 
has said in an oóiter dictum that this “is a Chris- 
tian nation.” Now, who should be more likely to 
speak authoritativly in this matter, the Covenanter 
clergyman of Pennsylvania and Ohio and the 
present-day lawyers who sit on the bench of the 
Supreme Court, or Washington and his compeers, 
statesmen who stood about the cradle of the infant 
nation and helped defend it in its hours of weak- 
ness and the days of deadly peril? Here is a 
declaration that should be written indelibly on the 
brain of every friend of liberty in religion. These 
words occur in a treaty made with the Bey of 
Tripoli in 1796, which treaty was signed by the, 
hand of Washington: 

“As the government of the United States of 
America is not in any case founded upon the Chris- 
tian religion—as it has itself no character of enmity 
against the laws, religion, or tranquility of Mussel- 
men-—and as the said states never hav entered into 
any war or act of hostility against any Mohammedan 
nation, it is declared by the parties that no pretext 
arising from religious opinions shall ever produce 
an interruption of the harmony existing between 
the two countries.” ~ _- 

Washington would not consent that any “ pre- 
text arising from religious opinions" should “ pro- 
duce an interruption of the harmony existing be- 
tween” two countries whose respectiv peoples pro- 
fessed distinctly opposed religious beliefs, but our 
modern theocratic preachers and judges are eager 
fo enact laws that will compel inharmony and . 
stir up strife about differences of religious belief 
among the people of this country. The degener- 


ation is marked and shameful, 
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Heaven on Trial. 
Cuarrer I.—On Eanrn. 

They were sitting beneath the spreading branches 
of a monster live-oak one beautiful afternoon, old 
Abraham Fife and his good wife Nancy. Away back 
in the rosy days of youth when life was all joy and 
hope, this now loving old couple had exchanged their 
little home ’mid the cornfields of old Indiana for 
one in the rough land of California. They were two 
of the thousands that braved the hard journey of 
the plains, and settled in that new-found wonderland 
of the early '50's. Hardy old pioneers they were, 
grown old and stooped in the rough grapple of that 
land of gold in its early “ays. Their children had 
married and gone, and left them alone at the old 
home on the ranch cf some thousands of acres. 
But ’twas a lonely spot to them when the children 
left, and some years afterward they moved to the 
quiet village of Gold Hill near by, there to while 
away the evening time of life. Abraham was a 
rough old pioneer, and usually smiled at the tender 
side of life, but as he sat beneath the live-oak that 
afternoon with his good wife Nancy, his mind fell 
into reminiscences of the long years of his busy 
life, and his heart grew touchingly tender as he 
called up the sweet memories of those old days 
gone for ever. 

* Well we've had a heap © hard work in our 
time, havn't we, Nancy; and there's bin lots o' dark 
days ‘long with the bright ones." 

“Yes; I think we've had, our share, Abe. But 
they're all about over now, and I think if anybody 
needs & rest we do, don't you ?" 

* Well, I hav queer ideas about this restin’ busi- 
ness, I guess, Nancy. My doctrin is 'at we] work, 
or ought to, jest as long as there's & piece uv us, 
and that’ll be forever.” 

«Td kind o! like to hav a rest myself, Abe, and 
somehow I think th’ old Bible doctrin is best after 
all.” 

“I know the preachers twist the thing around, 
an’ tell othe good times comin’, but you see they'd 
lose their job, Nancy, if they didn’t bait their hooks 
with the heavenly worm. I don’t believe in none o’ 
their goin’ to heaven an’ havin’ a good time. It’s 
all stuff. But who's that comin’, Nancy?” 

“That’s the Rev. Mr. Jenness, the new minister. 
Now don’t be too hard on him, Abe.” 

“Wants a little money for the new church, I 
reckon, but he can’t get nothin’ out o’ me.” 

“Good afternoon, Uncle Abe.” 

“Good afternoon, sir. Hav a seat out here in 
the shade with me and Nancy.” 

“Thank you. I called to see if you could not 
help the Lord a little this afternoon, Uncle.” 

* What d’ you want—money ?” 

* Yes; I want a little to help out on our church. 
You can't invest amiss for the Master's sake, Uncle. 
Any amount would be a wonderful help." 

* Won't giv you a cent.” 

* Why not, Uncle? Wouldn't you like to see the 
cause of Christ advanced in our town? It takes 
money to build churches and fight the devil.” 

* Oh, we've got enough churches in town already. 
Can't support what we've got." 

* Enough churches! Why, Uncle, you can’t 
mean that. Don’t you know that every church is a 
new monument for righteousness.” 

* Don't believe any such stuft. If we're goin’ to 
hav any church, might jest as well all hav one. 
That’s a plenty.” 

* Oh, that wouldn't do at all. While we're all 
working for the glory of our Master, we must each 
do it in our own way. You couldn't mix üp the 
churches, Uncle. It wouldn't work at all.” 

“Ef you can't mix’em up now, how'll it be by 
an’ by 9 

* Don't worry about that, Uncle! Let's fix it up 
on earth. Ithink if you will help us Methodists & 
little just now, the cause of our Savior will take a 
mighty stride forward in Gold Hill. Now what can 
you do for us?” 

“Nothin’. We're all pullin’ for the same gate, 
anyhow, an’ I don’t see the use o' supportin’ so 
many breeds.” 

* But wouldn't you like to meet your good wife 
and all your friends over there? These churches 
are the only doors to heaven, and the more the 
better." 

* Well, this thing o' goin’ to heaven is a pretty 
mixed up business, an' I wish't I knowed a little 
more "bout it.” E 

* It's really a simple matter after all, Uncle. You 
build the churches, and we do the rest. Every new 
church increases the world's chances for heaven, 
and a chance for that is worth all the treasures of 
earth, see?” Sd 

* Tell you what Z’ve always thought about it, sir. 
I believe people are goin' to get fooled in the 
blamed thing. I don't think we'll hav sich an ever- 
Jastin' good time as you preachers make out.” 


in good up to their necks down there. So you see, 
Nancy, th’ ain't no more sense in their empty skulls 
’an th’ used to be.” 

“« Then I suppose you'd like to whisper a word in 
the ears o’ the preachers, too.” 

“No, you can’t tell ’em nothin’, Nancy. They 
think they’re ’spired, an’ when a man gits that way, 
might jest as well let him go.” 

“Ah, here comes our old friend Jenness thig 
minut’. You recollect him, don’t you, Abe?” 

«He's th’ one ’t wanted to build one o them 
churches down ’t Gold Hill once. Yes, I recollect, 
that chap.” i 

“Now, don't raise a racket with him, Abe, up 
here. It'll be the first on record, an’ that won't 
do." 

“Good morning, Uncle Abe. I see you and Aunt 
Nancy got in all right.” 

“Took you along time to find it out, ‘pears to 
me.” : 

“Now, Abe, be careful. Recollect you're in—" 

“And are you not going around to the meeting 
this morning, Uncle?" 

* What meetin’ ?" 

« Why, the meeting of the redeemed ones.” 

* What they goin’ to do?” 

“And havn’t you heard, Uncle? They meet to 
appoint some one—the holiest of heaven, if possi- 
ble—to offer himself up for sacrifice unto thé chil- 
dren of Mars in order that the poor sinners may 
be saved." 

* Can't work that racket on me." 

* Abe—" 

«Tve been ‘saved’ once, an’ I know how it goes. 
One world's enough to play that game on. Yes, I'm 
goin’ to the meetin’, but I'll vote ‘no’ on sendin’ 
anybody." 

: * I'm astonished at your flippant remark on a sub- 
ject so holy. You evidently do not appreciate the 
privilege of taking part so directly in the plans of 
our father for the betterment of his creatures in all 
the worlds of space. You forget, sir, that you are 
now a most vital part of that force that directs the 
handiwork of the universe.” 

“Same old song. "You wus burn for a preacher, ` 
I reckon, but you can't fool me agin. As I wus just 
a sayin’ to Nancy, this thing o’ longin’ an’ workin’ 
fur heaven or anything like it is a waste o’ time, an’ 
you preachers are fools—” 

* Abe—” 

To berootin’ ‘round forever to find some good 
place to put people in. Why don’t you teach ’m to 
enjoy th’ old world jest as they find it, It’s a 
mighty good place after all—’bout as good as you'll 
find anywhere, I'spect." ' 

“Oh, Uncle, these sweet associations and high 
occupations in heaven of the blessed ones of God 
so far transcend one's experience on—” ` 

* Dreamin’ agin, and a mighty allurin’ dream it 
is, but when it comes to the scratch, there’s nothin’ 
in it. Comin’ to heaven makes me feel ’bout like 
them eastern folks used to ’at come out to Californy 
*specting to find gold growin’ on the trees.” 

* But 'tis a glorious thing, Uncle, to sit triumph- 
antly at the right hand of —” 

“You're a liar. Git.” 

* Abe, Abe, you're in heaven now.” i 

* Lord, I know it, Nancy, an’ I'd rather be a sin- 
ner on earth than a saint in heaven any day. Wish 
'a& I wus back in old Californy.” Wemb Witt. 
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“You will certainly agree that all these sorrows 
and cares of the troublous here will be forgotten in 
that glorious there. ’Tis the promis of our father 
and the glory of our rave. "Think of the days of 
universal joy and peace—the very ideal of our 
churches. Won't that be a happy time, Uncle?” 

“No, it won’t. This thing o’ jest settin’ around 
forever doin’ nothin’ ‘gainst your will an’ havin’ a 
limber good time, is the biggest humbug I ever 
heard about. It won’t do here or anywhere else, in 
my opinion. But I'll know some day.” 

«Uncle, I'm astonished. What do you mean?” 

* Well, it's jest this way. This horrible evil you 
preachers snort around about is the work o' the Big 
Bein', an' a tolerable good thing after all, I guess. 
Ef your churches can’t do no better'n try to root it 
out an’ prepare men for heaven here or somewhere 
else, they'd better pull up stakes an’ move on.” 

“We do think this world, as wellas the next, 
would be a happier place without evil; and to 
make it a place of good is indeed the ideal of the 
churches.” 

“Then you can’t git nothin’ out o' me. When | 
you git the world on a joy-forever basis let me know, 
an’ Ill move out. Don’t want none of it in mine. 
Come on, Nancy, we'll let the blamed fool scratch it 
out himself. Good-day, Mr. Goodworld.” 


Cuaprer II.—Ix Heaven. 


« Thought you never wus comm’, Abe. 
bin the matter ?” 

* Well, I had a sorter hankerin’ after th’ old 
place, Nancy, an’ somehow I couldn't shuffle off the 
mortal twine any sooner.” 

“T’ve bin worryin’ about you good deal, Abe. I 
was afraid you wusn’t goin’ to gitin.” f 

“Thought people didn’t worry up here, Nancy.” 

« Well, they don't, if they’ve—” 

“Got all they want, I reckon. Why, that’s jest 
the way it used to be down in old Californy.” 

“But we mustn’t grumble up here, Abe. Come 
on, let’s look around a little,” and off they strolled 
hand in hand down the sunny paths of paradise— 
old Abraham Fife and his now immortal wife, 
Nancy. They had reached the eternal dreamland 
of the human race, and found themselvs really 
treading the holiest ground in the universe. It was 
the heaven of man in all the ages where the sum of 
all the good he has known on earth has been ex- 
tracted from all the evil by some mysterious alchemy 
of his God. And this was the land that these two 
old pioneers of earth had entered to begin their 
stroll together down the joyous highways of eter- 
nity. After they had enjoyed the sweet associations 
of the redeemed of God for a thousand years, and 
had been cunstantly ministered unto by the sweet 
voiced angels of heaven, Abe called Nancy apart 
one day to one of the quiet nooks of that happy 
land for a good, old time earthly chat. 

“T tell you, Nancy, this thing o' comin’ to heaven 
ain’t what it’s cracked up to be.” 

“Don’t go on that way, Abe. Jist be patient an’ 
the good time 'll come by and by." 

“That’s what the blamed fools used to say down 
on earth, an’ it’s all an infernal humbug.” 

* Why, ain't you havin’ a good time, Abe? You 
don’t hav none but the very goodest of men an’ 
things about you—no evil nor tryin’ things at all.” 

« That's jest what I'm tired of, Nancy. I’ve bin: 
potterin’ ’round hero fur a thousand years, an’ I 
aint run up agin nothin’ yet, an’ I'll be blamed ef 
the thing ain't gittin’ kind o' monotonous. My 
doctrin’ is 'at you kin hav things too much your 
own way.” 

«They say this is the happiest place of anywhere, 
Abe, an’ I reckon it must be.” 

* Well, I reckon it's not. Don’t you recollect, 
Naney, how happy we wus when I found you 
chirpin’ around on th’ old farm down in Indiany 
when we wus young? And how we wus more 
happier still when we come out to Californy an’ dug 
gold, an’ raised wheat, an’ picked fruit, while the 
children wus growin’ up? "Course we had some 
rainy days, but, ah, them wus what I call happy 
times, Nancy.” 

“No use talkin’ bout that now, Abe. 
forever, an’ we've got to enjoy this place.” 

* Well I reckon we kin’ never hav them good 
times agin fur ourselve, Nancy, but I wish't I could 
git back a minut’ an’ whisper in the ears o’ them 
blamed fools on earth, an’ tell ’m how glad they 
orter be ‘cause they're a livin’. "They're all time 
prayin’ to git up here or some other good place, an’ 
the fact is, Nancy, they’re jest about as happy as 
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Call for the Eighteenth Annual Congress. 


At a meeting of the board of directors of the 
American Secular Union held at the residence of 
Dr. Juliet H. Severance, July 28th, it was decided 
that the Eighteenth Annual Congress of the organ- 
ization be held in Chicago, Oct. 26th, 27th, and 
28th. 

Various religious denominations, ignoring past 
differences—and the history of Christianity demon- 
strates that these hav been most serious—recently 
convened in a parliament and agreed to work in 
unison for the uplifting of humanity. Certainly 
Liberals should not. display a less conciliatory 
spirit than the orthodox sects. Assenting to this, 
and remembering that only in union is there strength, 
the board adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Freethought Federation of Amer- 
ica be invited to unite with the American Secular Union 
in holding its Eighteenth Annual Congress, and that Mrs. 
Freeman be requested to communicate this resolution to 
Mr. 8. P. Putnam. 

It is also urged that all societies which accept 
the “Nine Demands” send delegates to the Con- 
they'll ever be, an’ I wish’t they knowed it, too.” ! gress, and that Liberals make a grand effort to 

“The preachers 'll get ’em around all right after | attend this Freethought Parliament. Let every 
"while, I reckon, if they haven't already.” auxiliary send its representatives. The World's 

* No, they havn't yet. I wus told th’ other day | Fair Congress was a splendid success, but this is 
they wus still a prayin' to get their flocks up here, | its equal in importance. The enemy is activ, en- 
an'if they couldn't do that they wanted to turn th' | forcing Sunday laws and securing Sunday legisla- 
old earth into a paradise an’ let people wade around tion, opposing the taxation of church property, the 
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value of which is assuming alarming proportions, 
securing the appropriation of public funds to sec- 
tarian institutions, demanding that the Bible be 
read in the public schools—in fact, not ong effort 
to rob the people of liberty has been relinquished. 
The National Reform Association. the Sabbath 
Union, the Epworth Leagues, the King’s Daugh- 
ters, the Women's Christian Temperance Union— 
all these hav banded together, presenting à formid- 
able front, and it will require the united efforts of 
Liberals to defeat so unscrupulous a foe, owning 
allegiance, as it readily admits, not to this govern- 
ment, but to a heavenly ruler, thus endeavoring to 
establish a theocracy on the ruins of the republic. 
How to best oppose this purp»se and the other un- 
patriotic schemes of our antagonists must be con- 
sidered at this Congress. We must work together, 
accepting this much of the wisdom of our oppo- 
nents, that “those who are not for us are against 
us.” Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Cor. Sec. American Secular Union. 


figs 
Progress and Force. 


All the fighters, from the unscrupulous politician of a 
low type, who consents to trick or flatter for the advan- 
tage of himself or his party, up to the dynamiter who 
seeks to terrorize society for the sake of views of which 
he himself has but 2 slight understanding, are all fighting 
together in one vast army to render true progress impos- 
sible. Progress can never be won by the weapons of 
trickery, flattery, or terrorism. The use of all such 
weapons means the wearisome passage from one set of 
evils to another. — Hon. Auberon Herbert. 

At the present time it is well to enforce the lesson 
that force and violence do far more injury, as a rule, 
to the cause of progress than they can possibly do 
good. And when we say this we are not;preaching 
the absurd doctrin of “non-resistance,” the doctrin, 
so to say, of passiv participation in crime, which 
Jesus is alleged to hav taught. 
without doubt, when one cannot but think that 
force is not alone excusable but necessary. Where 
there is a despot trampling on the liberties of a 
people, where the people hav no constitutional 
means of asserting their rights, where the despot, 
surrounded by panders and intrenched behind 
bayonets, strikes at the life of the people, then few 
there are who would withhold admiration from the 
brave man who, at the risk perhaps of his life, 
strikes back at the tyrant and assassinates the 
kingly assassin. But such a case is on an entirely 
difterent footing from the extraordinary inexplicable 
outrages of the past couple of years. The reason 
we applaud sometimes the mam who murders a 
tyrant, is because we feel the murder was just, in a 
sense. The person murdered was himself perhaps 
a murderer and à public menace, and his murder or 
execution may be merely a disagreeable necessity, 
like the removal of a cancer which was sapping the 
vitality of the organism. RUNI 

But the ‘ Anarchist” outrages, as they are called, 
which hav astonished and perplexed Europe, are 
really as senseless as they are unjustifiable. The 
Anarchists allege that they desire to change, or de- 
stroy altogether, the system of society. But, mani- 
festly, that is a general object; if society is bad, no 
one individual is responsible for it. As Mr. Samuels 
—an Anarchist, we believe, himself—has said in the 
London .Zeho, “none are guilty, yet all are to 
blame.” And it does not seem to be pretended that 
the few people who are promiscuously slaughtered 
by the Anarchists are individually responsible for 
any of the evils which are condemned. What sane 
object there can be, therefore, in their murder, 
passes the comprebension of any sound intelligence. 
The only effect, so far, these outrages hav had is to 
create a horror and disgust in superficial and every- 
day minds of the Anarchist cause; though, of 
course, to every sensible person it is evidently as 
just to lay to the debit of philosophic Anarchism 
the act of every semi-insane desperado who flings 
^ bomb in any quarter of the world, as it was 
a few years ago to lay to the debit of the Irish 
National movement every “ moonlighting " outrage 
that occurred in Ireland. On the fringe of every 
movenient * there will always be a few igno- 
rant, or undisciplined, or criminal people who are a 
source of weakness to the body that has the misfor- 
tune of their attachment. And, probably, no one 
more deplores and reprobates these recent outrages 
than the real reasoned Anarchist. 

It is noteworthy, too, that all or most of those 
arrested for these outrages are more or less illiter- 
ate, ignorant fellows. Their manifestoes and pocket- 
books, aud writing generally, display their mental 
equipment. They are also young men. Both facts 
explain a good deal. They are impatient of prog- 
ress. They are oiten young men who, expecting to 
wake up one morning and find the millennium arrived, 
lose heart altogether when they find the rate of 
progress much slower than they anticipated. Asa 
matter of fact, the millennium won't come in a day, 


There are times, 


or à year, or ten years; things don’t move at that 
pace. Itis very questionable whether it would be 
so well if they did. Nor will the millennium ever 
come by bomb, or terrorism, or force. It will come 
slowly, gradually, imperceptibly—as fast as people 
are prepared for it—but no faster. Before there 
comes a change of the outward forms of society, 
there must be a change in the ideals and education 
in what, to use the religionist’s word, one might 
call the “spiritual” life of the people And to foist 
a new system on society, or attempt to do so, before 
that “spiritual” change, is the folly of ignorance. 
Hence, instead of committing outrages which merely 


disgust people, what-these Anarchists should hav: 


done was to try to convince the minds of the peo- 
ple. If they did that, the bombs would be unnec- 
essary; if they did not succeed in convincing, all 
the bombs in all the arsenals of the world would 
not avail them. Thus it is we should say these 
Ravachols and Vaillants and Santos are more igno- 
rant than depraved. Strange as it may seem to say 
80, theirs is not a mean crime. They hav nothing 
apparently to gain personally, they hav everything 
to lose; they imagin they are helping humanity, as 
Torquemada and other Inquisitors may hav thought 
they were serving men’s eternal interest by putting 
them to death. Both crimes, possibly like. all 
crimes, arose from ignorance. What is required, 
therefore, is education, enlightenment. These An- 
archists at heart mean well. Let them but be edu- 
cated, trained, disciplined, and the enthusiasm that 
now runs to outrage might provide a driving-force 
that would help humanity on the path of vrogress, 
where it now hinders and retards.— Frederick 
Ryan, in, London Freethinker. 
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Thomas Paine and Republicanism in France. 


Mr. Moneure D. Conway is contributing some 
papers to the Open Court which contain matters of 
great interest to all admirers of the author of the 
“Age of Reason.” It may truly be said that the 
more we learn of the true facts of the life of Thomas 
Paine, the more do we find that shows him to hav 
been a man worthy of all the respect we can giv 
him for his clearness of vision, his nobleness of char- 
acter, his unswerving loyalty to truth. It isa pitiful 
thing that his surroundings were such that his fear- 
less and honest declarations of opinion should hav 
served to embitter the latter part of his life, by rob- 
bing him of the well-earned consideration of his 
fellow-countrymen, and even the friendship of some 
of his friends. His name and memory hav been 
covered with obloquy by the unscrupulous denuncia- 
tions of a.truculent clergy; but the day has come 
fortunately when there is a chance of his worth 
being acknowledged, and when a pulpiteer who 
openly vituperates him will be recognized as a con- 
scienceless or ignorant libeler. 

In the issue of July 12th Mr. Conway tells us 
something of tbe share Paine took in inaugurating 
the republic in France. After recalling how Lafay- 
ette sent to Washington the principal key of the 
demolished Bastile, “as a tribute I owe as a son to 
my adoptiv father, as aide-de-camp to my general, 
as a missionary of liberty to his patriarch,” he tells 
us that Otto, the French agent in America, wrote 
that the key was regularly shown at the president’s 
audiences; and that, though the curiosity of the 
Philadelphians was gratified by it, the Frenchmen 
there were piqued. ‘So little,” says Mr. Conway, 
“did these Frenchmen realize the tremendous 
march of events in France, or the cause of the storm, 
which really was the American republic. Zhere 
were evils in France, though rather fewer than in 
other nations of Europe, AND. NONE TO EXCITE A 
REVOLUTION. It was a vision of a golden age across 
the Atlantic which possessed France. Paine wrote 
to Washington: ‘That the principles of America 
opened the Bastille is not to be doubted, and there- 
fore the key comes to the right place.’” 

The words we hav italicized read rather strangely. 
It may, indeed, be true that there were fewer evils 
in France than in some other countries, but that 
there were none to excite.a revolution is about as 
true of the France of a century ago as it would be 
of the Russia of to-day. On the question whether 
the revolutionists really had the deliberate notion 
of upsetting the monarchy and establishing a re- 
public or not, before Paine took an activ part in 
events, Mr. Conway, writes: 

The first enthusiastic ‘‘Painite” in Paris was probably 
Achille Duchatelet a young nobleman, who had married 
an English wife, Charlotte Comyn, and knew English. 
He and Paine, immediately after the attempt of Louis 
XVI. to escape from France in June, 1791, placarded 
France with the first republican manifesto ever issued in 
Europe. The following is from Dumont's ‘‘ Recollec- 
tions of Mirabeau:” 

‘The celebrated Paine was at this time is Paris, and 
intimate in Condorcet’s family. Thinking that he had 
effected the American Revolution, he fancied himself 
called upon to bring about one in France. * * > Ducha- 


telet called on me, and after a little preface placed in my 
hands an English manuscipt—a proclamation to the 
French people. It was nothing less than an anti-royalist 
manifesto, and summoned the nation to seize the oppor- 
tunity and establish & republie, Paine was its author 
Duchatelet had adopted and was resolved to sien, placard 
the walls of Paris with it, and take the consequences. He 
had come to request me to translate and develop it. I 
began discussing the strange proposal, and pointed out 
the danger of raising a republican standard without con- 
currence of the national assembly, and nothing being as 
yet known of the king's intentions, resources, alliances, 
and possibilities of support by the army, or in the prov- 


inces. I asked if he had consulted any of the most influ- 


ential leaders—Sieyes, Lafayette, etc. He had not; he 
and Paine had acted alone. An American and an impulsiv 
nobleman had put themselvs forward to change the-whole 
governmental system of France. Resisting his entreaties, 
I refused to translate. the proclamation. ^ Next 
day the republican proclamation appeared on the v alls in 
every part of Paris, and was denounced to the Assembly. 
The idea of the republic had previously presented itself 
to no one. this first intimation had filled with consterna- 
tion the Right and the moderates of the Left. Malouet, 
Cazales, and others proposed prosecution of the author, 
but Obapelier, and a numerous party, fearing to add fuel 
to the fire instead of extinguishing it, prevented this.” 
Lafayette now missed his great opportunity. He wan 
a thorough republican at heart, but did not realize that 
the people were also such. Both Jefferson and Paine 
warned him of this, but he maintained that it would be 
twenty years before France would beripe for a Republic. 
This led Lafayette to trust to the momentary alliance of 
throne and people, which sank under his foot like a quick- 
sand, and left him a prisoner in Austria. Paine, in ded- 
icating Part II. of ‘‘ Rights of Man" to Lafayette, 
alludes to their only difference. ‘‘That which you sup- 
pose accomplishable in fourteen or fifteen years, I may 
believe practicable in a much shorter neriod." So short 
was the period that when this Part II., which appeared 
in London, Feb. 17, 1792, appeared in the Jate summer 
jn a French translation, the translator had to apologize 
for Paine's praise of Lafayette! ‘‘'The seed sown by the 
a&nudaeiovs hand of Paine," says Dumont, ‘‘were now 


"| (June, 1791] budding in leading minds." On Sept. 21, 


1792, they had borne fruit in the formal abolition of roy- 
alty. 


Of Paine’s private life at this period Mr. Con- 
way writes: 


Although Paine owned a house and farm at New Ro- 
chelle, near New York, and a small house and lot at Bor- 
dentown, N. J., he had not much cash. He would not 
accept rent from the widow who occupied the latter. 
His ** Rights of Man” brought in a good deal of money, 
but he gave it all away to the various ‘‘ Constitutional 
Societies " in England, which had sprung up to propagate 
his views. Jn order to do this be had to liv poorly. 
Gouverneur Morris (April 16, 1701) speaks of visiting his 
** wretched apartments” in Paris. That of course was all 
changed when he returned to Paris as the representativ 
of Onlais in the National.Convention. He arrived Sept. 
19, 1792, was introduced by the Abbe Gregoire Septem- 
ber 21, and was received with acclamations.—Secular 
Thought. i 


Don’t Discourage Editorial Sincerity. 


Every man has a right to take a paper or to stop 
it, for any reason or for no reason at all. It’s a 
free country—in that respect. But at the same 
time there is a certain responsibility attaching to 
all actions, even to so trivial a one as stopping a 
paper because the editor says something one does 
not agree with. There is complaint that newspaper 
editors lack fearlessness and honesty; that news- 
papers are too generally mere partisan organs that 
disregard the claims of truth and justice when po- 
litical interests are at stake. There is too much 
truth in the charge; but let us ask how it is possi-. 
ble for a fearless, honest, outspoken journal to liv 
if every man is to cry “Stop my paper" whenever 
he reads something that does not accord with his 
views. The men who insist that the paper they 
read shall never say anything contrary to their 
views are the ones who are in a large measure re- 
sponsible for the craven cowardliness and the 
weathercock propensities of modern journalism. 
One of two things is absolutely necessary. Either 
a paper must be a namby-pamby sheet that has no 
opinions whatever about important events, or else 
its readers must make up their minds that a differ- 
ence of opinion is not sufficient reason for stopping 
the paper. If all the readers insist upon it that 
everything said must accord with thei: views, then 
the editor must say nothing except on the one sub- 
ject on which they all agree, and the public must 
be left for light on current events to bitter partisan 
papers. In a community composed entirely of 
these “stop my paper” people true independent jour- 
nalism would be an impossibility. When convinced 
that a paper is dishonest and deceitful, stop it. 
When convinced that it is unclean, stop it. When 
it lacks enterprise and fails to giv you the news, 
stop it. When some other paper givs you more of 
value, stop it. But don’t stop a pap r that you be- 
lieve to be honest, courageous, enterprising, and 
clean, simply because its editor has written his own 
sincere views instead of yours or somebody else's ; 
for if you do, you are putting a premium on insin- 
cere journalism ‘and serving notice on an editor 
that the way to succeed is to write what he thinks 
will best please his readers instend of what he hon- 
estly believes to be the truth —New York Voice. 


552 


many or few to labor. He is enrolled for “Four 
Hundred Years.” 

With Elias Steenerson I went out to the big farm 
of Peter Cornelius, who was one of the first to 
break soil in this county. His acres stretch away 
in fruitful glory and the music of harvest rolls along 
without a note of superstition. Hon. B. Sampson 
is also a pioneer of this country, who has been 
honored by his fellow-citizens in the councils of the 
state, and who believes in the magnificence of 
mother earth, and takes no stock in celestial man- 
sions. He has converted I know not how many 
clergymen, for in the early days he used to enter- 
tain them with kindly hospitality and solid facts. 
P. M. Ringdal is also one of our best men at this 
point, thoroughly radical, a leader in reform, and at 
the coming election will no doubt be chosen a rep- 
resentativ of the people. Judge Frank Ives, who 
has grown gray in the cause of freedom, is still in 
the prime of life, for he delights in hunting and 
fishing, and nature has endowed him with her 
splendid vitality. He believes in the “good time 
coming,” when justice shall prevail. Law to him is 
common sense. and not merely a hoary precedent. 
J. O. Lundet, Messrs. Jacobson, Jennings, Halston, 
and Hans Morberg are on the roll of Crookston’s 
Liberal League, and rally for the * Rights of Man.” 
It is a good sign that quite a number of ladies 
were present at the lecture and show an eager in- 
terest in the great questions of the day. L. Bjorge, 
De Forest Bucklen, J. Estby, and M. J. Ringdal 
are now enrolled for Taz Truru Seexer and Jn- 
vestigator. 

Crookston has & population of about 4,000; and 
the country around it is one of the finest in the 
Northwest. The crops this year are generally good. 
Fair prices will remove the stress. The railroads, 
however, hold a great deal of unimproved property, 
and refuse to sell except at high rates. This re- 
tards prosperity. There are, I understand, mort- 
gages to the extent of $2,000,000 in this county. 
The rate of interest is from 10 per cent to 18 per 
cent. This makes a drain of over $200,000 a year 
from the wealth of the county, which might other- 
wise go into improvements and local trade. This 
is the condition of vast portions of the West. It is 
no wonder there is a tremendous upheaval, and a 
desire to remove in some way this desolating burden. 
The people are industrious and progressiv, and will 
no doubt struggle through to permanent prosperity. 
It is evident that science and Freethought hav a 
mission in this direction. 

I leave Crookston early on Saturday, and travel 
by rail to Grafton, North Dakota. The first one I 
meet as I step from the cars is John Eldstad, of the 
Merchant’s hotel, where all wise travelers will take 
up their quarters, if they want a good meal and ex- 
cellent attendance. Ildstad is a Freethinker from 
away back, a TRUTH SEEKER man, and of course he is 
stanch and true. He knows how to keep a hotel, as 
all the country will testify. The churches try to 
boycott him, but it is no good. The traveling pub- 
lic know a good thing when they see it, and don’t 
mind the priest. He took me at once to his hotel. 
After dinner I take the stage for Hoople, a pleasant 
little town fourteen miles distant. John Cogley, a 
business man from Chicago—an inventor and a 
Freethinker, whom I met at Fargo, and who sub- 
scribed for THz Truru Szzxen—happened to strike 
me at Grafton, and concluded to stay over Sunday 
at Hoople and hear the lectures; and so I had him 
for a traveling companion, and we enjoyed a de- 
lightful journey through the splendid harvest fields. 
This is the most productiv country I hav yet passed 
through. The wheat is of the finest quality, with 
from twenty to thirty bushels to the acre. Field 
after field stretches away, with luminous ranks like 
a vast golden floor, with tufts of green groves 
adorning the glowing horizon. The music of ma- 
chinery is heard, the dark forms of busy men and 
patient horses mingling with the cloud-like spray 
of straw, which tumbles and gleams into mountains 
of gold. It is an exquisite scene, and all day long 
one can travel through this spacious land, and wit- 
ness the glorious transformation of bearded grain 
in slaughtered ranks to the beautiful wealth, of 
flowing kernel, à bloodless victory, more glittering 
than any ever won by sword or cannon. Hoople 
has about twenty houses, I guess, half a dozen 
stores, three big warehouses, two churches, two 
ministers, and as goodly a company of Liberals as I 
ever struck. I could not hav come at a more un- 
favorable time for lectures, for it was the hight of 
harvest; but I gave four lectures, and the school- 
house was full every time. They came from Crystal, 
Park River, Conway, and Grafton. Some from a 
distance of twenty-five miles. I enjoyed every bit 
of my time at this frontier town, which is only about 
three years old. There is an occidental breeziness 
about it, a good cheer, and racy fellowship that you 
can’t find anywhere except in these clusters of 


Annual Congress—Call of the Freethought 
Federation of America. 
To the Liberals of America and Members of the 
Freethought Federation: 

The Annual Congress of the Freethought Feder- 
ation of America will be held in Chicago, Oct. 26th, 
27th, and 28th, in conjunction with the Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union. The impor- 
tance of this Congress is great. The encroachments 
of the church are becoming more bold and danger- 
ous. The attempt to amend the constitution so as 
to place our government on a Christian basis, and 
to pass a national Sabbath law are indications of 
the attitude of the church. It has been and is to- 
day the enemy of freedom; and we must be con- 
stantly prepared to meet its conspiracies. We can 
not do this as an unorganized mass. We must join 
forces, otherwise we shall be defeated. We need a 
common impulse. There must be association. Let. 
the gathering at Chicago be the greatest yet held 
in America. Think of past achievments as an in- 
spiration to something better in the future. Free- 
thought is growing. The necessity for political 
action is more apparent than ever. The means of 
action are improving. Freethought cannot go 
backward; it must step forward. Now is the 
opportunity for union and strength. This Con- 
gress is for work Let there be an enthusiastic 
rally. SauvuEL P. Purwnam, Pres., 
FRANKLIN STEINER, 
N. F. GrIswoLD, : 
J. M Pec, p Vico-Pres. 
B. A. Roroson. J 
Treas. and Acting Sec. 
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C. C. REIOHWALD, 


News and Notes. 


I could not go to Fort Maginnis, Montana, after 
all, as it would involve an extra, journey of 1,600 
miles, two hundred miles of which would be by 
stige coach ; but I hav no doubt I should be amply 
repaid for this journey, bv the warm welcome of 
James Furgus and other Liberals of this advance 
post. But the fact of it is that times are mighty 
hard as you go west, and since the Secular Pilgrim 
cannot depend on any * divine providence,” but has 
a lasting faith in the “almighty dollar" as a means 
of locomotion and general welfare it does not seem 
best at this season of the year to travel several 
thousand miles without assurances of solid support. 
So for the present the Great West and the blue 
Pacific must gleam in distant splendor until the 
* peoples’ party ” and golden harvest fields and the 
law of supply and demand shall hav recuperated the 
still unexhausted resources of this vast country. 
It is a disappointment to me, but I look forward to 
a much better campaign when another summer 
shall gem the land. 

Meantime I shall find plenty of work in Chicago 
&nd vieinity. I shall especially devote myself to 
the coming union congress of Liberals which I be- 
lieve will be à most important gathering, and will 
open a new era of work to our consolidated forces. 
Undoubtedly there is to be a great national fight on 
the Sabbath question. We must meet this issue in 
Congress, for it will be pushed with all the perse- 
verance of fanaticism and superstition. There never 
was greater need of persistent action for secular 
principles. 

From Fargo I went toCrookston, where I arrived 
August 15th, and lectured on Friday evening fol- 
lowing to a house full. The Liberals of Crookston 
are ready to do their level best, notwithstanding 
the busy harvest time and the scarcity of currency. 
Crookston is one of those points where I. hav always 
had a generous welcome. It is a live place politi- 
cally, and the spirit of evolution is abroad. I met 
Ole E. Hagen, who is one of the best political 
writers of the Northwest, and who conducts a paper, 
the Rodhuggeren, printed in the Norwegian lan- 
guage, where Freethought finds unquestioned ex- 
pression. This is a great country for Norwegians 
and they are a potent factor in political movements. 
Norway itself in these later years is becoming 
wonderfully emancipated from the ancient régime, 
under the influence of its splendid modern litera- 
ture, and the spirit of the mother country gathered 
from sea and mountain and the “ midnight sun” is 
not lost upon these shining western prairies. 

My old stanch friend Elias Steenerson through 
good and evil fortune greets the world with cheery 
face and makes the Secular Pilgrim feel the joy of 
unfailing comradeship. The minute I met him he 
went right to work for the success of the lectures. 
Joseph Matthews, treasurer of the county, keeps 
his colors flying. The bigoted religious element 
made a desperate fight against him, but were woe- 
fully defeated. He asks no favors of priest or king. 
He has faith in the people and they stand by him. 
Wm. Munch is one of the “wheel horses” of the 
Liberal cause. He is on hand every time, be there 
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dwellings that seem to be dropped down all of a 
sudden on the prairie like a big ship; and all sorts 
of travelers are abroad. There are almost as many 
nationalities as houses, and there is a cosmopolitan 
vivacity about the place that is quite surprising and 
enjovable. It seems as if a bit of Broadway or 
the Bowerv had been transplanted to Dakota. Of 
course Liberalism would flourish in a town like 
this, where pecple are independent and alert, and 
well informed, hav had experience, hav traveled 
and hustled and tussled and met every kind of 
fortune and pushed abead. and are in sympathy 
with all the live questions of the day. i 

Thev hav an organization of Liberals here, with 
a membership of over thirty, and it is a live organi- 
zation, too, and willing to do duty. : 

M. A. Hewitt is the first to greet me. He ar. 
ranged for the lectures. He takes Tue Trora 
Serzer and is imbued with its spirit. He took'me 
at once to his home, where I had a cordial welcome. 
Mr. George Johnston, treasurer of the League, is 
from the land of Burns, and breathes the poet’s 
generous thought, although he knows what Scotch 
Presbyterianism is. The Francis family are all 
Liberals. and a good company they make; they hav, 
traversed the broad and cheerful path of Univer- 
salism. J. E. Flanigan gave me the hospitality of 
his table. He is ready to do his share, and so is L. 
T. Berdahl, stanch as the pines of Norway. and 
Nels Swansen and Leif Jordshangen; also A. D. 
Marble, Thomas Simons, R. R. Farrel, W. b. - 
Hewitt, Crist Ellengston. These are some of the 
friends I met here; I cannot name them all. 
Mr. M. B. Bronson, L. T. Berdahl, and Thomas 
Simons join the lists of Tus Tauru SesKerR and 
Investigator, and Leif Jordshangen enrolls for 
“Four Hundred Years” and Truru Seeker. The 
Jadies are not afraid to join our forces. Mrs. W. 
C. Francis, Mrs. Helen Hewitt, Mrs. A. D. Marble, 
Mrs. Frank Francis, and others. . It will be seen 
that Hoople makes & good showing, although the 
two eburches try to frown down Liberalism.’ The 
schoolhouse is here also, a handsome structure, in 
which the lectures were given. ‘ 

Mr. John C. Risvold and C. E. Anderson, of 
Grafton. were present at every lecture, and are en- 
rolled for “Four Hundred Years." Mr. and Mrs. 
Tistad came over on Sunday afternoon. John J. 
Kohnen and E. Smith Peterson, of Park River, were 
also present, and T. E. Vorachep and Mr. Black 
from Conway. Some of our Liberal friends are 
running on the Populist ticket, and I hope they will 
be elected, and it looks as if they would. There is 
a mighty current of Populism in this country, I 
find. The Liberals are mostly that way, though not 
all. Of course there is an honest difference of 
opinion as to which party will best serve the peo- 
ple. I shall vote for the Freethinker anyway, if he 
sticks to his colors. 

I leave Hoople Tuesday morning, August 21st, 
by stage for Grafton. I arrive Tuesday night at 
Fargo, where I remain until morning. There is a 
Populist rally at Fargo and I attend it. Hon. F. 
J. Thompson givs us the mathematics of politics, a 
very sensible discourse. He has made a study of 
this matter, and it looks as if he was right. I 
camped out in Ballon's tent that night, under the 
shadow of the Unitarian church. It was quite a 
luxury; there was plenty of circulation; not a 
ghost haunted me, and I slept sound. 

I leave Fargo Thursday morning. Mrs. Dr. 
Darrow and children journey as far as Wisconsin 
on the same road, and so I had a pleasant day’s 
travel, for the doctor's family are all Liberals. | 

I expect before Christmas to return to Fargo, 
Crookston, Grafton, Hoople, Conway, and Park 
River, and deliver a series of lectures. The interest 
already created demands still further work. I hope 
to arrange for other lectures along this route where 
the opening has been so favorable. . 

I am now in Chicago. I shall lecture here the 
first Sunday in September, and begin work for the 
Freethought Congress. We must hav funds, and I 
hope there will be à generous response. I shall re- 
port progress every week. 

SawvEL P. Purmam. 


Convention of Oregon Secular Union. 


The Sixth Annual Convention of the Oregon 
State secular Union will be held in Vert’s Hall, 
Forest Grove, October 5th, 6th, and 7th. 

Extensiv preparations are being made to hav this 
the most successful Secular Convention ever held. 

Two years of systematic work on the part of the 
Oregon State Secular Union has awakened renewed 
interest in every Secularist in the state, more than 
five hundred having joined since last convention 
and a large number of earnest Secularists from 
Washington, Oregon, and California will be at this 
Convention. 
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The Southern Pacific Railroad will give its usual | Best Husbands,” republished from  Demorest's 


low excursion rates over all its lines in Oregon to 
all persons attending Convention. Full program 
will be announced in all Liberal papers. By order 
of executiv committee. Kar Kream Sumra. 
Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 


Observations. 


At a recent meeting of the Prohibitionists, ex- 
Governor St. John of Kansas, being a speaker on 
that occasion, painted a picture of the judgment 
day, introducing a man who had died a drunken 
murderer, with the saloon-keeper who sold him the 
liquor, and a deacon whose vote had legalized the 
traffic. The picture is said to hav been uproariously 
funny; the audience laughed long and loud, and 
St. John, much encouraged, declared that he had 
no doubt God and the angels would chuckle over 
such ascene. The Sun, which holds that clergy- 
men, being ecclesiastics, should abjure secular con- 
cerns, and which itself, being secular, yet indulges 
in much religious flubdub, charges the speaker 
with blasphemy. But Dr. Funk, of the Voice, ad- 
vances to the defense of the Kansas orator, and 
argues that, since the almighty has endowed man 
with mirth, there is no reason to suppose that the 
deity lacks that faculty. By parity of Dr. Funk’s 
reasoning, since man possesses all the undesirable 
qualities over which we mourn, including thirst for 
the ardent, we must conclude that his creator also 
enjoys them, but that is not to the point. The 
Prohibitionist editor is unquestionably correct on 
the subject of divine hilarity, for we are assured by 
the Bible, a sort of posthumous work of the Chris- 
tian God, that he will laugh at our calamity and 
mock when our fear cometh. Read Proverbs i, 26, 
and look happy. , 


Mv Uncle Benjamin Tucker’s paper, Liberty, 
which is the only living exponent of philosophical 
Anarchism, has laid its chastening hand upon thy 
servant. Verily, I am accused of being too violent 
in my condemnation of those gentlemen who clear 
.& trail to the gallows by the use of dynamite bombs 
that fa'l alike upon the just and the unjust. I hav 
pointed out that the believers in dynamite warfare 
hav no grievance if the officers of the law punish 
them, eviscerate or decapitate them, for that is ex- 
actly what they propose to do to such officers. I 
hav also pointed to the superior fairness of the state, 
which professes to distinguish between the guilty 
and the innocent, or at least between the accused 


and thé unaccused, before inflicting the death pen- 


alty, which the dynamiters do not. Now Liberty 
explains that the case of the Anarchists does not 
rest upon the injustice of courts so much as upon 
the crimes and blunders that inflict. punishment 
without the formality of indictment or trial. “ By 
its monopolies, privileges, taxes, and aggressions of 
all kinds,” says Liberty, “the state condemns mill- 
ions of men, women, and children to starvation, 
misery, despair, and death. These are not tried and 
found guilty of anything; their punishment is in- 
flicted without any formalities ; they are innocent 
of wrong doing.” Thisindictment of the state may 
be true without affecting thé merits of its case 
against the Anarchists. As I hav said, the state 
differentiates the innocent and guilty, or professes 
to. I think it hanged four men in Chicago in order 
to be sure of the right one, though without success, 
but the fact is not generally admitted and perhaps 
cannot be proved. The Anarchists, however, who 
would blow up a residence, a tenement house, or a 
restaurant, and kill its occupants to spite its owner, 
hav not even the benefit of a doubt. The method 
they avow and inculcate is indiscriminate slaughter. 

Not only do they slay the innocent with the 
guilty or accused, but their atrocities giv the law- 
makers excuse for more stringent enactments, 
through which the innocent suffer again. Against 
the miseries caused by the monopolies, privileges, 
taxes, and other aggressions of the state, may be 
placed the good which it performs—the protection 
of the weak, the punishment of the guilty, the feed- 
ing of the hungry and clothing of the naked. Ad- 
mitting that the account does not balance, still these 
things are worth something, while the dynamiters 
havn’t a single mark to their credit. They are an 
unmitigated evil. , 

But who is the state, with monopolies, privileges, 
taxes, and other aggressions?— The people. Who 
suffer from the foregoing list of things?—The 
people. The state, then, inflicts wounds upon itself. 
Let the Anarchist take a lesson from the state and 
displode his bomb in his own midst. 


A monthly magazine called Woman is published 
at Richmond, Va. It is devoted to the female 
cause. In the July number, which some unidenti- 
fied friend has sent me, appears what the editor 
calls a unique symposium on * Men Who Make the 


Family Magazine, and among the symposiasts is 
that long-eared symposiass, Anthony Comstock. 
Instead of writing to the question, What sort of a 
man makes the best husband? Comstock takes up 
the subject of heredity and essavs to say what kind 
of men make the best fathers. Now, what Anthony 
Comstock knows on this subject he has learned from 
men whose writings he read in order to suppress 
them. His business is to arrest writers who would 
instruct the ignorant male in the art of being a good 
husband. Whether or not he is himself a satisfac- 
tory conjugal mate has not been divulged by Mrs. 
C., but the Alphite ladies certainly would not 
choose for a husband a lusty brute of his propor- 
tions and propensities, who spends his time search- 
ing literature for what there may be in it that is 
obscene. 

Comstock and his confrères are not desirable in- 
dividuals. There was the president of the Paris 
Society for the Suppression of Vice, who seduced 
one woman and married another, after the style of 
Breckinridge, the first woman committing suicide. 
There is Bennett, of the San Francisco Society, who 
reversed the order, marrying one woman and sedue- 
ing another; and the rest of these ‘‘agents” are not 
much better. Yet Comstock is rather more despic- 


able than they are, for while they follow a law of | 


nature which they were not manly enough to resist, 
he procured a law of the state which he is mean 
enough to enforce. The question then, it seems to 
me, is not how a man shall be either a good husband 
or a good father, but rather how, being a husband 
and a father, he shall avoid raising a son to mature 
in the likeness and character of Anthony Comstock. 
If there is anything in prenatal influence, then the 
way Comstock is impressing himself on the modern 
female's attention is a source of imminent peril to 
the unborn generation. 


“Sketches in Rhyme” is a volume of verses by 
Jeaf Sherman. . I hav never before met with any 
poetry from the same pen, but I take it that Jeaf is 
not an apprentice at the business. He is no amateur 
rhymer like myself, and I do not suppose that you 
could hire him for $2 to toss off a poetical adver- 
tisement, as I hav done. At the same time he can 
write tours de force, while if I were asked to com- 
pose one, I should be stuck. The words tours de 
Jorce signify feats of strength or skill, and poetry- 
making is often neither. In a sort of preface, under 
the head of * Poeture,” Mr. Sherman says that the 
poet must be an artist with a psychic brush and 
pencil wherewith to outline what the soul has viewed 
with inner vision. How many rhymers there are 
who, as Professor Huxley might express it, hav 
remarked “nothing analogous to that process!" 
Poetry, Jeaf goes on, must be evoked bv dawn, the 
stars, the somber wood, the coiling river, or the 
placid lake. That was what I supposed until I 
tried it; then I discovered that these phenomena 
did not inspire me, being better adapted to fishing. 
The thoughts at such a time do not get an action 
on themselvs. Itis no disadvantage to make a few 
notes and to jot down suggestions, but one can turn 
out superior copy at home after the baby is asleep 
and the wife has quit asking how much longer you 
are going to sit up. To write poetry handily, you 
need to hav some work on prosody from which to 
select an appropriate measure; a rhyming diction- 
ary may be utilized, and a book of svnonymes will 
save much scratching of the head. The male poet 
should remove his collar and necktie, turn back his 
cuffs, and let down one suspender, if the evening 
be warm. The costume will not be visible in the 
published work, even though the poet wear long 
hair, a low-necked shirt, and a soft hat. 

If it were possible to be inspired by objects in na- 
ture—which I shall not deny—I should say that 
Mr. Sherman had been so affected, for his verses 
are the poetry of nature highly idealized; not the 
roar of the surf, which is less noisy than an elevated 
train, nor any of those violent things that are sup- 
posed to find an echo in the majestic measure and 
thunderous period of the bard; these, I think, Mr. 
Sherman would regard as rather vulgar; on the 
contrary, he tackles the rosebud, the forget-me-not, 
birds alive or dead, wild geese, life in its varied as- 
pects, dream faces, moonlight, love, and so forth. 
The result is pleasing, like a soft wind against your 
face. Nothing exciting about it—a sort of Ethical 
Society calm. There is not a battle-cry, a warwhoop, 
nor a bugle-blast in the book, which is, therefore, 
just a trifle too quiet. If a guyrl should say it was 
sweet pretty, I should acknowledge that her powers 
of description exceeded mine. No one could possi- 
bly speak a harsh word of “Sketches in Rhyme.” 
I do not know why they are not as good poetry as 
the rhymes of Browning, or Keats, or Wordsworth. 
or Oscar Wilde. They effervesce, I might say, but 
lack body. The next time Jeaf goes to the fountain 


of poetic fizz-water, he should giv the attendant a 
wink. 


Quite a different work is “Hell and other Poems,” 
by J. H. Stevenson, price 50 cents, the Rigby- 
Ramsey Printing Company of Kansas City, Mo., 
being the publishers. Stevenson is a better poet 
than John Bunyan, but lacks his devoutness. He 
isa less skillful versifier than Jeaf Sherman, but 
surpasses him in intellectual muscularity. He is 
also more blunt. Jeaf wouldn't say hell if you gave 
it to him. But Stevenson's title, “Hell and Other 
Poems,” is not a good one, for hell is not a poem. 
It is a condition ratherthan a threnody. This poet 
rejects the dogma of everlasting perdition, but sus- 
tains great hopes of a life beyond the grave never- 
theless. He also turns the Bible under as an in- 
spired work, while retaining the deity for general 
purposes. Some of his verses are well constructed 
and others are not. He is down on free trade like 
everything, and hitches his Pegasus to the protec- 
tionist band wagon. Obituary poetry, therefore, 
comes natural to him, and a patient that he plants 
with a mortuary tribute is dead forkeeps. Toward 
the ladies he is not wanting in gallantry, and, 
addressing a young Southern bride, he sings : 


^ Hail, peerless one! We welcome thee 
With joy to our community. 
Though cold may seem our northern parts, 
"lis ever sunshine in our hearts. 


There is nothing like standing up for the climate 
of the section in which you reside, and a person 
with the center of the solar system resident in his 
chest may still be cordial, though his northern parts 
are exposed to the weather. Stevenson is not 
oblivious to the beauties of the seasons nor the 
warm precincts of the cheerful day, but he is fond 
of philosophizing. He spatters his ink over the 
Bible worthies like Lot and Jacob, and makes them 
look worse than ever, instead of obliterating them 
a8 a modest person might seek to do. "These poems 
feel the influence of the adjacent mountains, being 
somewhat Rocky. 

Both poets, whose works are here discussed hav 
been in Chicago. This is how it impressed Steven- 
son: 


The women scowled and flercely growled 
As ''rip!" their dresses would go; 
And men enraged became engage: 
In giving blow for blow. 
They crowded all the tramway cars, 
And still they came in fiocks, 
And on the steamboats they were packed, 
Like herrings in a box. : 
Oh, the snatching and the scratching, 
And sudden shrieks of pain; —— 
And the stumbling and the tumbling 
In getting on the train. 


Poet Sherman’s view was more peaceful, as he 
saw the White City by moonlight: 


The phosphor queen of the night arose 
From the white embrace of the sea 

And bidding the verge an adios, 
She silvered a path to me;— 

A path that allured the vision, where 
Down a silver-lit lagoon, 

The domes of a city, poised in air, 
Shone white in the light of the moon. 


Gro. E. Macponarp. 


‘Wise Defense Fund. 


Since last report Tue Truru Sezxenx has received 
the following sums. Jesse R. Johnson $1; B. G. 
Morrison $1- Jas. Yates 50 cents; John Kane $1; 
Mrs. H. Celler $1; Mrs. P. Maisenbacher 50 cents ; 
L. Schlegel $2.20. The Defense Association has re- 
ceived from Geo. N. Adams $2 for the same fund. 
Much more will be needed, for suits in United 
States courts involve many and large expenditures. 

AE EN Eg 


Mr. Putnam is doing good work in the field and 
we know that his “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought” will do good work in the homes of the 
people. These are the subscriptions received since 
last acknowledgement was made: J. O. Bellefleur, 
Massachusetts; S. M. Tilley, Missouri; Herman C. 
Fry, California; Leif T. Jordshangen, John C. Ris- 
vold, and C. E. Anderson, North Dakota; Douglas 
Fairchild, Connecticut; Christian J. Zeitinger, 
Maryland; J.H. Plett, Michigan. “Four Hundred 
Years" and Tue Teura Sezker one year for $6.50. 
The book alone, $5. 


Dear Christian, do you love God because he 
cursed the human race for finding out that he had 
lied to them? Or do you love him because you 


‘think he has reformed and will treat you better 


than he treated the first couple? 
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betters of Friends. 


Is a Veteran Protectionist. 


SaAncoxrg, Mo., Aug. 13, 1894. 
Mr. EprToR: Inelosed you will find $8 
in payment of my subscription. I like 
Tue Trota Sezx«r very much, but I dif- 
fer from your brother decidedly in regard 
to the tariff. Iam a strong Republican, 
. and I believe that so far as the principle 
is concerned every true Freethinker 
should be a Republican. 
J. W. RIOHARDSON. 


He Wants Another Religious Paper. 
DoxrzsTowsN, PA., July 31, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: Years ago I was a sub- 
scriber to your paper. I wish to become 
a subscriber again and inclose $3 for one 
years’ subscription. 

I take the Jron clad Age and Investi 
gator, and feel that there is need of an- 
other religious paper in this section. 

‘Very truly, Jno. HART. 


Does the Good Sister Mean Hell? 
PonrAGkvinLE, N. B , Aug. 15, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: We hav received several 
copies of Tae Trurg SEEKER. Please 
send us no more of your Infidel publica- 
tions. We burn them up just as soon as 
we receive them. If Ihad the power I 
wouldsend you allinto some land where the 
Bible and Christianity had never entered, 
and compel you to liv there. That would 
be punishment enough. 
Mrs. W. H. Kina. 


There is One Freethinkers? Temperance 
Society. 

Port Ancrvzs, Wass., Aug. 11, 1894. 

Mr. Epnrron: A few of the friends of 
Freethought in Port Angeles hat been dis- 
cussing the formation of a temperance and 
social order, similar in its scope to the 
Good Templars, but recognizing no Chris- 
tian or theological dogmas like that organ. 
ization. 

If yourself or any of your readers can 
send me any information, such as by-laws, 
etc., of any existing Freethought temper- 
ance society, I shall be very pleased to see 
and make use of the same, 
yours. | 


ERNEST Burns. 
Box 76. | 


Seed Dropped in Fertil Ground. 
Ornomnatt, O., Aug, 4, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I inclose you herewith two 
clippings from the Cincinnatti Commercial 
Gazette The large clipping was in the 
paper on July 28, 1894, and the smaller 
one on July 29. About à month ago 
there was another article in the Com- 
mercial Gazette on taxation of church 
property, and in same it was stated that 
the information had been obtained from 
‘*Ohurch Property," published by the 
Truth Seeker Co. of New York. That arti- 
cle merely gave the values hereabout, and 
did not giv any arguments. I sent each 
of the papers here a copy of ‘‘Church 
Property," and it appears to bav done 
some good. 

Some one in every city ought to send 
the daily papers copies of this pamphlet, 
which is certainly excellent. 

Yours truly, Jas. R. ALLEN, 


Priest vs. Peasant. 
Lima, O., Aug. 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3 for 
renewal of my subscription to Tatu TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

As I was traveling through several dif- 
ferent countries in Europe, I noticed a 
few things that I cannot help mentioning 
here. One thing is, that where we found 
the largest churches and where they were 
the most numerous, there is where we 
found the people the poorest and the most 
ignorant, and we can call it slavery. At 
one place in Switzerland we stopped a day, 
and as we took a walk down a street at the 
edge of the village wé passed on one side 
of the road a magnificent structure, a 
church, and were told it was under con- 
struction about thirty years. It had six 
large bells, they alone costing thousands, 
In the same inclosure, which was more 
like a park than anything else, stood an- 
other fine structure, the parsonage. Near 
this mansion were several beautiful shade 
trees; under these trees was a table with a 
snow-white cover, and it was loaded down 
with everything good to eat and several 


Fraternally |. 


bottles of red wine; around this table were 
seated four red-cheeked and round-faced 
clergymen, chatting and smiling, having 
On the other side of the 
road was a meadow. There we saw three 


fine old time. 


women—bare-headed, sleeves rolled up, 


sunburnt—mowing. Jn front of us, com- 


ing toward us, a girl of about twelve sum- 


mers and her mother pulling & load of 
manure, with ropes across their breasts 


and guiding the tongue of the wagon with 
their hands up the hill to a field a good 
ways out ~ 

We stood still, and I said to my partner, 
‘Now look at this picture on one side of 
this road and then on thecther; now these 
poor slaves, especially the women and 
children in this country, are the ones who 
feed and keep these blood-suckers, as you 
see them yonder at the table. I would 
like to know whether these poor peasants 
could be any worse off if they had no 
churches, had no parsonages, and had no 
clergy? But, according to the Bible, this 
is true Christianity. Yours truly, 

J. F. HANENSTEIN. 


The Evangelistic Car of the American 
Sunday School Union. 
WAYXLAND, Ia., Aug. 7, 1894. 

Msg. EprTOR: I inclose clipping from the 
Burlington Hawkeye advertising the raid 
the sky-pilots are gring to make through 
Iowa with the car ‘‘Good News." They 
are going to pump superstition into the 
children of the great state of Iowa. 

You will see by the puff in the Hawkeye 
that they claim that Marshall Field, Carson 
Pierce, Scott & Co., P. D. Armour, and 
many other Chicagoans contribute every 
year to the Sunday School Union a sum 
of money that it takes three and four 
figures to represent; but just at this time 
they say nothing about what George M. 
Pullman givs them. 

I hav learned that the American Pro- 
tectiv Association is giving aid to the sky- 
pilots who are to raid Iowa with the 
gospel ear ** Good News." 

JoHN ÁXLWARD. 


The Wrong of the Law Shonld Be Ex- 
posed. 

. Ooox, Nees., July 80, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: Would it not be a better 
plan for J. B. Wise to plead guilty to the 
charge of sending obscene matter through 
the mails and ask for mercy at the hands 
of the court, than to fight the indictment? 
Let the charge be sustained by the court 
that the Bible is an obscene book, and it 
would be a blow from which the religion of 
the Bible could never recover. 'The case 
could be managed so that the punishment 
would be nothing more than a small fine. 
I would be pleased to giv $5 for a decision 
that puts the Bible in the obscene class. 

Oh, but it would be too rich. 
Respectfully, W. P. Brooks. 


[But a confession of guilt would not be 
nearly so valuable as would a verdict of 
either guilt or innocence, rendered by a 
jury, and it would not hav a hundredth 
part of the publicity. We want to put the 
Bible on a plane of equality with other 
books.—Ep. T. 8.]} 


Fear of Hell Not Much Good. 
VALERIA, Ia., Aug. 15, 1894. 

Mr. Epnrron: Please find inclosed $3.15 
— $2.50 to apply on subscription and the 
remainder for ‘‘ Self-Contradictions of the 
Bible," ** Miracles.and Miracle Workers,” 
and ‘‘Age of Reason and Examination 
of the Prophecies.” I wish to say to 
Mr. John Peck, ‘‘ Here is my heart and 
my hand,” and that the needs of the peo- 
ple he well understands, both politically 
and spiritually. And, Mr. Editor, I wish 
to say to you that we are glad that 
your pages are open to both sides of any 
question that concerns the welfare of the 
people in general. Every man should 
hold himself open to conviction and should 
be perfectly willing to hear both sides of 
any question under discussion, and any- 
one who is not has one side full of convic- 
tion and the other full of prejudice. How 
could any court giv a just decision with- 
out hearing evidence on both sides? Let 
me say that if a man never reads any other 
paper than a Republican and listens to no 
other arguments, he will always be a Re- 
publican, right or wrong. Friends, let 
not prejudice reign within your mortal 
bodies; for where prejudice reigns justice 
cannot, 


I wish also to say that fear never made 
a man good in the proper sense of the 
word. Fear has a tendency to prevent 
crime, but where the way of escape is easy 
for the criminal, as when he can cast his 
crimes all on Jesus and he will bear them, 
and you, Mr. Criminal, go scot free, the 
fear of punishment has but little tendency 
to prevent crime. Our good and best 
men are those who' hav a desire to do 
good and would not do an injustice to 
their fellow-man, even if they knew they 
would escape all punishment. Those are 
the men in whose hands we can trust our 
lives and our property. 

The drouth has affected us very seriously 
here and money matters are very close, 
but I will donate some to help defend Mr. 
J. B. Wise, of Kansas. I would do this if 
I belonged to the orthodox church, in 
order that justice might rule in place of 
prejudice. L. E. C. Vernocom. 


A Very Good Creed. 
SOLDIERS’ NATIONAL HOME, 
MinwAUKER Co., Wis., Aug. 17, 1894. 
Hav I, you ask, a creed? 
What use are they? 
Do right! fills every need 
a From day to day. |. 
I hav more faith in bread 
When freely given 
Than in holy scripture read 
As way to heaven. 
In words I put no trust— 
They’re poor indeed; 
There’s friendship in a crust 
To one in need. 
To dear old age I bow— 
This I revere— 
And childhood sweet, I vow 
- I love them dear. 
To lovely womanhood 
My honor plight, 
And for my country’s good, 
If need be, fight. 
To do while here my best, 
For life is brief; 
To answer love’s behest, 
Is my belief. 
And thus to all I know 
Who hav a need 
Sweet charity bestow— 
This is my creed. 


Henry Cusuisa HicGiNsON. 


Why Assist the Y. M. C. A.? 
August 22, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: In my rambles over the 
States and territories as well as the Cana- 
dian provinces, I hav an excellent oppor- 
tunity to see the working of the church 
element, and I cannot. fail to see the al- 
most innumerable schemes and methods to 
draw everyone possible into their clutches 


to increase their income and array their 


forces more powerfully against Rational- 
ism and Freethought. 
While I do not question their motivs or 
sincerity in general, yet I do know and 
believe still more that fmany of the minis- 
ters with whom I converse are at heart 
and in belief as skeptical as I, but, like the 


legislators of our country, they consult 


their pocket-books more than all else. 

No attorney-at-law could devise more 
ways to win his case, right or wrong, than 
the ministers who stand upon the ros- 
trums of our present day. They are not 
content to preach the gospel as they un- 
derstand it and allow their hearers to 
digest it for themselvs, but they resort to 
every intrigue conceivable to force their 
convictions upon others when they fail in 
a legitimate way so to do. 

Church spires greet our eye at every 


turn of the road, under which are held 


many expository, class, prayer, and other 
services, a8 well as the Christian En- 
deavor children’s promotion meetings and 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
eetings while nearly every city of size has 
8 Young Men's Christian Association halls, 
in which the young men are taught the 
dogmas of the church. . : 
No one appreciates the benefits of the 
Young Men's Christian Association more 
thanI, or is more willing to assist its prog- 
ress, yet it was instituted under the aus- 
pices of the church for a proselyting pur- 
pose, believing they could thereby gradu- 
ally gather in those they could not by 
other means. The same is true of the Sal- 
vation Army, which toots its horns on the 
streets, and is the means of ‘‘ gathering 
many in out of the wet," that might other- 


wise be lost to the Obristian fold. After 
every conceivable plan has been utilized, 
they then importune our legislatures to 
fill the churches by law, or at least to 
force obedience to their dictates. How- 
ever, the latter plan of force is nothing 
new, for it has ever been the way of the 
‘followers of the Lord," from the time of 


“Moses to the present, to persecute, maim, 


and kill ‘‘ to the glory of God," and when 
there were no heretics to burn as ‘a 
sweet smelling savor,’’ they hav quarreled 
with those of dissenting views, and each hag 
fought to show which had most of the 
spirit of love and God in his soul. So we 
need not wonder that bigotry entails per- 
secution, and as ignorance is the parent of 
bigotry, we need not wonder that the 
Catholic church (being more shrewd and 
politic than the Protestant), is trying to 
destroy our public schools. 

They know that a simple secular educa- 
tion clears the road for future develop- 
ment, and works an injury to religious 
creeds. While I would not remove one 
shingle from any church edifice, yet I 
would strike down, as an enemy to civili- 
zation and good government, *the hand 
that would wantonly remove one brick in 
the walls of our public schools. True it is 
that science is as yet but a child in swad- 
dling clothes, and must be first taught 
truths that can be demonstrated before it 
can teach the same to others, yet it is all 
we hav to go by, and we must stand upon 
the small fortress we already hav and 
try to enlarge the foundations for future 
use. 

Fear not, you of pure minds, but sow 
your seed of Freethought where’re you 
are, where’re you go. Dig deep the 
sluiceways of knowledge that the great 
swamp of malarial intolerance be drained 
of its devastating death, Out through the 
jungle of superstiton so that the sunshine 
of ethical and spiritual truth may kill the 
fatal germs. The aura of better condi- 
tions already surrounds us; the spirits of 
Paine, Jefferson, et al, speak to us in 
confident tones, and we ‘need not fear, 
Subscribe to as many of our noble Free- 
thought periodicals as possible, and when 
you hav read them and digested the 
thoughts found therein, pass them over to 
some neighbor that he may grasp the 
thoughts of others, and fied from the evil 
of his ways to reach that haven of toler- 
ation that is eventually to create ‘‘ peace 
on earth and good will to men." I find 
Freethinkers wherever I go, and others 
who seem eager to hear the truth, and it 
is an easy matter to overcome the argu- 
ments of priest or laity, for they hav no 
foundation for their faith$ and with court- 
eous argument, given in a spirit of friend- 
ship, no Freethinker who will study well 
the literature now obtainable, need fear 
to express his opinion, and back it up by 
facts that speak louder than words. 

i A. D. Swan. 
Editors See What the Conviction of Wise 
Would Involve. 
ATOHISON, Kan., July 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: J. B. Wise, who has been 
imprisoned in the Leavenworth jail for 
shocking the modesty of & minister by 
sending him an, extract from his own be- 
loved Bible, is receiving the sympathy of 
the intelligent people of this vicinity, and 
he certainly deserves their sympathy. 
Rev. Mr. Vennum has, by causing the 
arrest of Mr. Wise, publiely challenged 
the immorality of the Bible. He was 
probably ignorant of the fact that he was 
charging the Bible with being indecent. 
But if all the preachers in America were 
honest enough to admit the truth they 
would admit the obscenity of the Bible. 
As soon as Mr. Preacher concedes this, 
just so soon will he lose his salary. 

I hav not read the Leavenworth papers, 
and do not know how they are speaking 
of Mr. Wise. I quote the following from 
the Atchison papers: 

The Globe says: ‘J. B. Wise, an old 
man living in Leavenworth [In Olay 
Center. —Ep.], has been arrested and sent 
to jail for cutting a verse out of the Bible, 
pasting it on a postal card, and sending it 
to a certain preacher. The charge is 
sending obscene literature through the 
mails. If, the charge is sustained it will 
be rongh on the Bible.” 

The Patriot says: ‘J. B. Wise, an old 
man, has been arrested and sent to the 


Leavenworth county jail for writing a 
verse from the Bible on a postal card and 
mailing it to a certain preacher. If Wise 
is convicted the Bible will hav to be de- 
clared obscene.” 

My father is away from home, but he 
will do all he can for Mr. Wise, who is his 
good friend. The Rev. Mr. Vennum has, 
by causing the arrest of an aged man and 
a lover of truth, proved himself a bigot of 
the rankest kind. i : 

Yourself and the two Doctors Foote 
should receive the praise of all good Free- 
thinkers for the manner in which you are 
defending Mr. Wise. 

Yours in defense of Liberty, 
C. B. Remssuna. 


Thomas Paine, the Patriot, 
Fort Stanton, N. M., June 3, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: Inelosed I send you for 
publication an essay on Thomas Paine, 
America's greatest patriot, by one of our 
students at the New Mexico College of 
Agriculture and Mechanical Arts. T desire 
its publication to show to the world that 
some of our schools at least are turning out 
patriots instead of religious bigots. 

I tried to induce our local paper, whose 
editor claims to be a Freethinker, to pub- 
lish it, but he decliued, though well know- 
ing it contained only historical facts con- 
cerning the great American hero. Our 
cause has too many such Liberals occupy- 
ing editors’ chairs. It would be just as 
wel for the Freethought cause if they 
were in China. . J. N. Coz. 


Thomas Paine was born in Thetford, 
England, January 29, 1737. His father 
was a Quaker staymaker, and being poor 
Thomas received but an indifferent educa- 
tion at the grammar school at Thetford. 
He, however, acquired a wide range of 
knowledge by private study, while working 
at his trade of staymaking in (London, 
Dover, and Saudwich. e was engaged 
in several differeut vocations in the earlv 
part of his life, but the study of literature 
wis his chief delight, which he turned to 
account later on. 

At the age of thirty-eight, Paine, at- 
tracted by the struggle just then beginning 
in America, proceeded there, where he 
found immediate emoloyment as editor of 
the Pennsylvania Magazine. He soon 
attracted the attention of all the colonists 
by writing and publishing a pamphlet 
styled **Common Sense.” ** which struck 
the keynote of the situation by advocating 
independence and a republican form of 
government.” For this pamphlet. the 
Pennsylvania Legislature granted him 
£500 in recognition of its value. ‘‘ This 
pamphlet," some one has said, ‘‘ hastened 
the Declaration of Independence six weeks; 
and if the Declaration had beeu delayed 
for that length of time the battle of Long 
Island would hav been lost, and, iu all 
probability. it would not hav been declared 
atall" Cobbet said, ‘‘ Whoever wrote the 
Declaration, Paine was its author." 

Paine soon quit his post as editor of the 
Pennsylvania. Magazine and enlisted in 
the armv of Washington as a private sol- 
dier Here he did valuable service to the 
youug republie; for, when the American 
cause was looking doubtful; wheu soldiers 
were leaving the ranks in crowds, their 
terms of eulistment having expired; when 
people were entertaining the idea of sur- 
rendering, Paine came out with & series of 
pinphlets styled ** The Crisis,” the opening 
words of the first of which were: ‘‘ These 
are the times that try men's souls " This 
work gave the people new enthusiasm ; 
caused the ex-soldiers to re-enlist without 
being asked; and spurred the flagging 
spirits of the colonists on to more vigorous 
action. Washingtou had some numbers 
ot this pamphlet read to his whole army. 
Paine, in place of profiting by these im- 
portant writings, gave to each state a copy- 
right free of charge. Congress soon saw 
that he deserved & higher position than 
that which he oceupied in the army, so it 
appointed him Secretary of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. In 1781 he and Colo- 
nel Lawrence were sent to France. on a 
scheme of his own origination, to secure a 
loan from that country. The result was a 
gift to the states of six million livres and a 
loan of ten million more. 

Near the close of the war a disbandment 
of the army was looked for op account of 
scarcity of money. To ward off this Paine 
started a private subseriptiou, giving his 
own salary as a starter. In this manner 
£300,000 were secured, which were used in 
the capture of Coruwallis. 

After the war was over, he could hav 
lived in America an honored citizen. but 
this was not the mission of this great man, 
to liv for himself alone His motto was: 
** Where liberty is not, there is my coun- 
try,” and he carried it out to the letter, 
As soon as the American colonists were 
free he turned his attention to England’s 
people—to ‘open their eyes," as he ez- 
pressed it, — ' 


Soon, in answer to Burke's reflections | 


on the Revolution in France, he wrote 
**'The Rights of Man," a great work, which 
pleased the French and the common people 
of England, but was met with great oppo- 
sition by the ruling classes of England. 


So opposed were they to this work that 


thev took every means to suppress it, and 
sent a warrant after Paine himself; but 
happily he had taken passage for France a 
few minutes before it could be served. 

Here he was met with great joy by the 
people of France, who elected him to the 
National Convention. All went very well 
until the trial of Louis XVI., when Paine 
plead for the monarch’s life. For this he 
wassoon thrown into prison by Robespierre 
and other renowned devils of that era. 
While lying in prison he wrote a book 
concerning his religious views, styled 
“The Age of Reason,” which criticised 
the Bible and Christianity, but which 
taught fine morals and held to the belief 
that there is a supreme being. This book, 
which he had published, brought down a 
storm upon his head on both sides of the 
Atlantic. His good Christian friends in 
the United States, whom he had helped to 
free from the galling yoke of Britain, de- 
serted him in the hour when he needed 
their help most. Washington, whose praise 
has been sung in every land—that man 
whom the world has called good and great 
—that man whom Paine aided to gain his 
fame and greatness— Washington, I say, 
would not turn over his little finger to ex- 
trieate Thomas Paine from the dungeon 
where he was lying amid filth and vermin, 
half fed, half clothed, and each instant 
expecting to hear his death sentence. 

Truly. his death sentence was pro- 
nounced, but the jailer placed the death 
mark on the open cell door, and the door 
being closed the executioners did not see 
it. so he was spared until Monroe, our 
minister to France, secured his release. 
Bnt his health was broken, and he was 
never the same man again. He came to 
the United States aud lived a secluded life 
until his death in 1809. 

Of- all the ingratitude ever done to an 
American hero, Thomas Paine received, 
and still receives. the most; for instead 
of placing Paine’s name alongside of 
Franklin’s in history, it is excluded alto- 
gether. And why? Simply because he 
chose to speak his mind in ‘public, which 
Franklin, although of the same religious 
belief. did not do. At the Centennial at 
Philadelphia, 1876, all relics of Paine were 
excluded, as his name has been from hist- 
orv. 

Even to this day most all good Chris- 
tiahs regard him as a heretic, a blas- 
phemer, a lying Infidel, a drunken brag- 
gart, a man fit: only for the clutches. of 
Father Nicholas, and they teach their 
children likewise. If any of these good 
Sunday-school fathers or mothers, who 
whip their children for going fishiug on 
Sunday, should catch one of their youth- 
ful offspring reading the ‘‘Age of Reason,” 
they would iustautly regard him as born 
for the plutonian shore, and thrash him 
accordingly. 

Ladies and gentlemen of the societies, 
although Thomas Paine has been perse- 
cuted, lied about, and censured, a greater 
philauthropist never trod the American 
soil. He it was who defended liberty in 
all its forms—liberty in government, lib- 
erty in body, aud liberty in religion. 

Show me a man who, unsolicited, gave 
himself, body and soul, to the American 
cause, and I will show you Thomas Paine; 
show me a man who devoted his life to the 
elevation of his fellow-man, and I will show 
you Thomas Paine; show me a man who 
sought out and walked hand in hand with 
liberty, defending her with drawn sword, 
and I will show you Thomas Paine; show 
me a man who stood on high waving the 
flag of reason and speaking his mind 
against the world. and I will show you 
Thomas Paine, and lastly, show me a mau 
who was perseouted, spat upon, trampled 
in the mud, and covered with falsehoods, 
on account of his -views, and I again will 
show you Thomas Paine. 

(Note.—The foregoing biography was 
composed by Elgin B. Holt, 1894, and de- 
livered by the same before the Columbian 
and Cardalian societies of the Agricultural 


College. ] 


Teach the Bible iu the Publie Schools. 
Havana, Cuna, July 1, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Some heedless . persons 
kill their friends with a gun, because they 
“didn’t know it was loaded!” Others 
sign important documents and then go to 
law, alleging that they ''didn't know it 
wasloaded!" Other persons read excellent 
scientific works aud fail to derive benefit 
therefrom, or bad, false, pernicious books, 
and derive ruinous injury therefrom, be- 
cause they do not read studiously, and 
** didn't know it was loaded!” 

The readiest way to prevent progress and 
advancement, is to provide a code of Jaws, 
rules of action, and proc'aim that they 
were established, or inspired, by a being, 


'mium on crime ever invented! 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 1. 1894. 


ot personage, so perfect as to be beyond 
the sphere of progress. So long as, and to 
the degree that, those laws may be re- 
garded as the standard of justice and right, 
so long, and to that degree, must the 
wheels of the car of progress be stopped, 
and the people must remain in the condi- 
tionin which were those who wrote and 
established those laws. j 

So, also, the readiest way to make vil- 
lains, meddlers, persecutors, and murder- 
ers of people, is to promulgate a code of 
unjust, ridiculous principles, rules, or cri- 
terions, and teach the people that they are 
to be regarded as being right, just, aud 
proper, though not to be rigidly conformed 
to and observed, but are to be rescinded 
by contrary statutory laws, as are the pre- 
cepts of Judaism and Christianity, which 
are abolished by our rational sta'utory laws 
in the United States. Such a people will 
contract the habit of violating those ‘‘ sa- 
cred” laws, and from habit, will violate 
all other laws with impunity until caught. 
Such a people must hav many prisons well 
filled. About ten per cent of the people 


of the United States are Roman Catholics, . 


and about fifty-five per cent of the state 
prisoners at Sing Sing, N. Y., are of that 
mother Christian sect. "The greatest pre- 
What an 
awful curse to humanity has been that 
** Holy Bible!” : 

- To demonstrate that Christianity is bar- 
barism, I will say that cause and effect, 
matter, time, and space are infinit. There 
never could hav been a first cause; there 
ean never be a last one, nor an end to 
space or to time. 

In Gen. i, 6-18, Bible, the ** God" of 
the Jews and Christians, is said to hav 
placed the sun, moon, aud stars under 
** the waters which were above the firma- 
ment." All priests and preachers, ere en- 
tering upon discussion, say, that ''the 
waters above the firmament” is that which 
is held in the clouds, and in the form of 
invisible vapor, in the atmosphere of the 
earth. Afterward they try to squirm out 
of it. 

Now, when we reflect upon the fact that 
the atmosphere of the earth is less than 100 
miles high, that no atom of water could 
possibly ascend to the extrenie upper limit 


thereof, that the moon is about 240,000 


miles from us, that the sun is about 95,- 
000,000 of miles away, and that the s'ars 
are millions of times farther off, and so far 
distant as to hav required 50,000 years for 
the light, at the velocity of 180,000 miles a 
second, to come from some of them to 
the earth, wereadily see that he who wrote 
that fable, and claimed that it occurred 
about 6,000 years ago, must hav been in- 
spired by a kind of John Jasper God, John 
Jasper being that old negro preacher down 
in Virginia, who says: ‘‘ Dis eart am flat! 
De sun goes roun’ dis wuld ebbery day! 
If dis wuld was roun’, de folks on de under 
side 'd fall off! . Dis eart am flat, kaze de 
Bible says 'tis!" As an old rich planter, 
Parsou Shotwell, at Livingston, Tex , in 
1861, said, **I don’t say there is any justice 
in slavery ; but God has commanded it in 
the Bible, and God knows what's right,” 

Iu Gen. i, 28, it says, ** God" **blessed ” 
** Adam aud Eve" with such black igno- 
rance that they kuew not as to whether it 
was right or wrong to obey or to disobey 
him uutil after they had disobeyed, and 
had thus committed the awful sin of 
teaching the world & knowledge of right 
and wrong—''g»od and evil." Aud that 
“God” was omnipotent, and could hav 
doue better! What malicious mischief! 

To priests, preachers, popes, and ‘‘ di- 
vine-right’’ kings, who burned the great 
libraries of the ancients to keep people in 
ignorance, it was very wicked for the peo- 
ple to dare to know right from wroug— 
‘good from evil"—unless having been 
so instructed by a priest. Francis Joseph, 
emperor of Austria, said: ‘‘ I do not want 
learned and scientific men; I want obedi- 
ent subjects.” (See '' History of Napoleon 
Bonaparte,” by Rev. J. S. C. Abbott, 
vol. ii, p. 308.) 

Therefore, it was & great crime for 
* Adam and Eve" to teach humauity a 
knowledge of right and wrong, aithough 
they did not know good from evil when 
they did it; and because of having done 
so six thousand years ago, their innocent 
posterity, even of the present time, must 
writhe and frizzle in an everlasting hell as 
punishment therefor, What a malicious, 
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“ damnable” (2 Peter ii, 1) bill of attain- 
der! In our Constitution of the United 
States, i., 9, 10, we hav resciuded that bar- 
barism, by providing that ‘‘no bill of 
attainder shall be passed." Now, we'll 
hav to go to hell for that! Is it right to 
punish a person for a crime committed by 
another? He who believes that a just, 
decent, honest, omnipotent personage, 
would do it, must liv, aud die, a villain- 
ous, wolfish cresture! He who believes in 
Christianity, cannot kuow right from 
wrong. Society must be honey-combed 
with Beecher-Tiltons, Breckinridge-Pol- 
lards, Deacons, and Sickles, though not 
one in ten thousand of them is ever ex- 
posed. Hypocrisy begets hypocrits, as 
science produces scientists; and hypocrisy 
is the necessary shield of villainy. 

T will now quote some of the mandatory 
holy statutes of the barbarous, omnipo- 
teut ** God" of the Jews and Christians, 
every one of which we hav abolished, vio- 
lated, and hav süpplauted with de- 
cent, rational laws. Ex. xxi, 20, 91: 
** And if a man smites his servaut, or his 
maid, with & rod, and he die under his 
hand, he shall be surely punished. Not- 
withstanding, if he continue a day or two, 
he shall not be punished; for he is his 
money.” Just try it, Mr. Servant-holding 
Jew or Christian, if you dare! Andre- 
member that those were your omnipotent 
God's owu worda: Ex. xx, 1, 9. Also 
xxiii, 8: ** Neither shalt thou countenance 
&poormanin his cause.” We hav abolished 
that by a better law; and when bribed 
shysters, at the bar aud on the bench, do 
not conspire, in our courts, against him, 
the poor man has a chance for justice. 

Lev. xxv, 44-40: '* Both thy boudmen 
aud thv bondmaids, which thou shalt [not 
mayest] hav, shall be of the heathen that 
are round about you; of them shall ye 
buy boudmen aud bondmaids. Moreover 
of the children of. the strangers that do 
sojourn among you; of them shall ye buy, 
and of their families that ar^ with you, 
which they begat in your laud: and they 
shall be your possession. And ye shall 
take them as an inheritance for your 
children after you, to inherit them for & 
possession; they shall be your bondmen 
forever." And xxiv, 22, shows that that 
also is the talk of the Jews and Christians' 
“ God" himself. But we hav abolished it 
by the thirteenth and fourteenth amend- 
ments, and by that word ‘‘justice” in the 
preamble, of our Constitution, and of 
course we must go to hell for it! 

In Num. xxxi, 17, 18, that omnipotent 
God, who could hav done better, com- 
manded the Jews, saying: ‘‘Now there- 
fore kill every male among the little ones, 
and kill every woman that hath knowu 
mau by lying with him. Bat all the 
women childreu that hav not known mau 
by lyiug with him keep alive for your- 
selva." Now, in an omnipotent *' God," 
that was infamous, malicious mischief, to 
command those Jews to murder and rob 
all those Midianites; and then to thus 
keep alive, outrage. and torture their 
virgin daughters. N» wonder his son 
told us to ‘‘ judge not” (Matt. vii, 1; Luke 
vi, 37). : 

In Deut. xiii, 6-10, that omnipotent God 
established a law which provides that, 
if **the wife of thy bosom” differ with 
thee in religious matters, and if she try to 
induce thee to harmonize therein with 
her, thou shalt surely kill her. Aud in 
xiv, 21, “Ye shall not eat of anything 
that dieth of itself: thou shalt [not mayest] 
givit unto the stranger that is iu thy 
gates that he may eat it." We hav also 
abolished that by law. 


In Matt. vi. 25, aud Luke xii, 22, that 
omnipotent God commanded us to walk 
the streets naked, unless some one were to 
east some kind of a garment upon us, iu 
these words: ‘‘Take no thought for your 
body, what ye shali pat on." In Luke 
xix, 27, he commanded, us to murder peo- 
ple, in these words: ‘‘But those mine 
enemies, which would not that I should 
reign over them, bring hither and slay 
them before me." In strict obedience to 
that barbarous commaudment, the mother 
Christian (Roman Catholic) church estab- 
lished that ‘‘ Holy Christian Inquisition " 
in Spain; and everybody should read the 
history of that infamous barbarous, irre- 
sponsible institution. George NgwroN. 

(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
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River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tion for this Corner should be sent. < 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When fhe night js beginning to lowef, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Coneeit of the Worms. 


Ar the summer rain fell at the close of day, 

Two angleworms met on their public highway, 

And greeted each other a8 worms often do: 

“Iam happy,” says one. “ How is it with you? 

Of richest bacilli I hav found 2. supply 

That might feast all the world beside you and I; 

And now when I'm thirsty here comes the sweet 
rain 

To prevent dry bacilli from giving me pain. 

Now to me it is plain that celestial care 

Ts over us worms wherever we are. 

Evolution’s false claim ne’er disgraces us, 

Nor cell protop!asmic e’er prefaces us; 

Our wriggle and crawl are marks of perfection, 

While to walk on one’s end is too silly fo mention; 

We hav delved deep in lore—hav tunneled the 
earth— 

Hav roamed o’er its face and measured its girth. 

Being fully convinced. I now dare affirm. 

That all things that were made were made for the 
worm!” 

“ Yon reason profoundly,” the other replies, 

“And with me you'll agree that no worm ever 
dies; 

We but undergo some mysterious change 

That frees us from time and enlarges our range. 

The care that preserves us night and day Iam sure 

Is a heavenly care that must ever endure!” 

The hole in the ground and the hole in the sky 

Contained. they were sure, all philosophy. 

Thus wisely they communed till the early dawn— 

Till a wise speckled hen was crossing the lawn— 

Till that wise speckled hen stole up like a wizard 

And quick put these worms inside of her gizzard! 

L. G. R. 


—o 


What the Little Folks are Saying. 


A little three-year-old girl, while her 
mother was trying to get her to sleep, be- 
eame interested in some noise. She was 
told that it was caused by a cricket, when 
she sagely observed: 

** Mamma, I think he ought to be oiled.” 

At the close of a long prayer by a father 
who had prayed for the poor, his son said: 
“ Father, if I had as much wheat in the 
barn a8 you hav I would answer that 
prayer myself." 4 

A little boy was asked what the Sunday- 
school text was. He answered, ‘‘ Many 
are cold, but few are frozen."— Newark 
‘Call. ` 

A teacher asked a bright little girl, 
“ What country is opposit to us on the 
globe?” ‘‘Don’t know," she answered. 
** Well, now,” pursued the teacher, ‘‘if I 
were to bore & hole through the earth and 
you were to get in it at this end, where 
would you come out?" ‘‘Out of the 
hole, sir," replied the pupil, with an air 
of triumph. 

Little Bess came home from church one 
Sunday with her head full of the sermon. 
It was about a ** new heart,” she told us, 
when we questioned her. Her father took 
her on his knee and gravely asked if she 
understood what a new heart is. 

“Oh, yes indeed," she answered 
brieghtly,.**it's a kind of heavenly stom- 
ach!” 

'* What relation is Mr. X—— to you?” 
asked the minister of a four-year-old boy. 

** He's my grandpa.” : 

** And what relation is Mrs. X ——?" 

** She's my grandma." 

‘And what relation am I to you?" 
added the clergyman. 

The little fellow was puzzled, but was 
finally told: “I’m your pastor. You'll 
remember, won't you?” 

The boy promised, and when he 
reached home electrified his mother and 
grandmother with the announcement: 
‘Mr. Y—— says I'm some relation to 
him. He's my parsnip!"— Boston Heruld. 


Correspondence. 
A KIND LETTER FROM A TRUE FRIEND. 


OMAHA. Nezr., July 29, 1894. 

Miss S. H. Wrxon. Dear Madam: I 
hav found sufficient time during this ex- 
tremely bot westher to read your new 
book, entitled ** Right Living." Its 292 
pages are filled with beautiful precepts 
and moral maxims, and many examples 
are cited to show the beneficial effects of 
right living. The book is written in the 
interest of truth and morality, with a view 
to improving the condition of the human 
- race, and is therefore a necessary and 

yaluable contribution to moral literature. 


Personal duties are plainly and kindly 
outlined, showing that you are quite 
familiar with the wants and necessities of 
the times. When writing your book you 
hay criticised no creed, assailed no form 
of religious belief. It mav therefore be 
read and appreciated by Jew or gentile, 
Catholic or Protestant, without doing any 
violence tothe religious views of the reader. 
On page 19 we are told that ‘‘in living a 
moral life we should not be actuated by 
hope of reward or fear of punishment;" 
that ‘‘such reasons are both degrading 
and insulting;" that ‘‘ we rhould do right 
because it is right and because such doing 
brings pleasurable feelings; not in order 
to be rewarded or for fear of punishment." 
Such teachings appear to me to be logical, 
reasonable, and moral. It cannot be 
moral to refrain from doing evil through 
fear of pnnishment or with a view of being 
rewarded. Morality should be practiced 
for its own sake alone. And when treat- 
ing on the subject of temptation we read: 
‘Temptations are all along the highway 
of life. Voices of tempters in musical 
tones proffering the cup of illicit pleasures 
meet one at almost every step.” We are 
also reminded that happiness, which a 
virtuous life alone can produce, should not 
be sacrificed for the fleeting pleasures of 
the hour. Again: ‘‘ Whatever tempta- 
tions others fall into, we may never per- 
haps know how hard they tried to resist 
wrong nor from how much they did re- 
frain.” Burns wrote: 


‘Then gently scan your brother man, 
Still gentler sister woman; 

Though they may gang a kennin* wrang, 
To step aside is human. 

Then at the balance let’s be mute, 
We never can adjust it; 

What's done we partly may compute, 
But knaw not what's resisted.” 


Your.new book may not immediately at- 
tain as wide & circulation as could be de- 
sired, but you know truth has always been 
in the minority and has had to struggle 
for an existence against overwhelming 
majorities; and there is a passage of 
scripture which says: ‘‘ Cast thy bread 
upon the waters and it shall return unto 
thee after many days." 

Progress and reform is the spirit of the 
present age. We may therefore entertain 
the hope that the time is not far distant 
when such books as '* Right Living " will 
bein general demand and that truth will 
not always stand waiting at the gate while 
falsehood crowds the way. 

€ ant Living" is the fifth book, besides 
pamphlets, all the product of your own 
mind, which you hav laid before the pub- 
lie. You hav therefore already accom- 
plished a considerable amount of mental 
labor. It may be said of vou what 
Colonel Ingersoll said of Mr. Gladstone: 
**Your mind has been a harvest that has 
grown the more by reaping ” (see Colonel 

ngersoll’s reply to Mr. Gladstone, North 
American Review, June, 1888). And when 
I say this you must not think I am resort- 
ing to flattery, because I and every one 
who has read your books well know that 
your intelligence is too great and your in-, 
formation too extensiv to be influenced in 
the least degree by flattery. Ignorance 
may appreciate flattery, but, in my opin- 
ion, intelligence invariably repudiates it. 


e We . 


[Our friend will please accept our thanks 
for his kind and commendatory words. 


If all our friends were as appreciativ of 
our efforts as friend Colvin, *''Right 
Living" would bein the hands of every 
Liberal in the world, and our publisher 
would be kept busy for some time to come. 
Modesty forbids the printing of the flatter- 
ing words of our friend regarding our 
verses, but they are pleasant to remember. 
Itis the kind expressions of our friends 
that giv us courage and strength to pursue 
our work regardless of all difficulties and 
barriers, —E». C. O.] 


* Little. 


BENTONVILLE, ARK., June 26, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: I hav never written 
to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, though my father 
has taken it for several years. 

Thavn’t any girl friends that are Atheists, 
though I wish very much that I had. I 
hav read ‘‘Men, Women, and Gods," 
** Pray You, Sir, Whose Daughter?" and 
“Is This Your Son, My Lord?" by Helen 
H. Gardener, and like them very much. 
Father has more Freethought books that I 
intend to read. 

I bavn't any of your works, but wish 
that I had. I hav wanted **Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" so much, but can't 
afford to send for it now. 

I do notsee how any one can believe tbat 
some one, or some spirit, is watching over 
us all the time, and seeing every act that 
wedo. It seems to me I would be afraid of 
doing something wrong all the time. If 
there is a God, I can’t see why he lets so 
many people suffer. Oh! I can't believe 
in one who is so cruel, and is supposed to 
hav power to do anything he desires, 
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"@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Mass Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 


I was sixteen last April, and I read the 
Bible every day (though I may not realize 
it), as you will see by the following: ‘‘I’ve 
a beautiful Bible I read every day when 
the weather is fine. The book is as broad 
as the sky and old as the world.” 

I read Mr. Genone’s letter in the last 
TRUTH SEEKER, and will close this with the 
definition of how I interpret a God. 

l OranA M. FRY. 


PETERSBURG, IND., June 24, 1894. 
Dear Miss WixoN: Our school is out 
and I will write you and try for Mr. 
Genone's prize offer. 'The weather has 
been so warm and dry, growing crops 
almost perish, and wheat harvesters and 
their teams suffer. Iam learning to pro- 
pagate roses and grape vines, as June is 
the best time for doing so. 
school teacher asked to-day how many of 
our Class would be glad if Jesus were to 
come for the saved ones to-morrow? All 
held up hands but me. She asked me why 
I would not be glad, and I told her she 
shouldn't ask such questions, because it 
taught the pupils to tell lies ; but if she 
had to ask such questions to ask them 
privately, for in church they were ashamed 
to tell the truth. Iam not afraid of their 
den of lions or the serpentine tale swallow- 
ing attributes of Christianity. I hav read 
Mr. Genone’s parable of a cow (Jersey) 
and other nice things in the Open Court, 
and like them. I think his statement that 
‘The Christian myth is nearer the truth 
than any materia] fact,” ignores. as did 
Jesus (?), a future personality, but recog- 
nizes as eternal ‘‘the enduring thoughts,” 
**the characters we make for ourselves— 
and these inevitably survive in the effects 
thev hav upon future lives" of others. 
Your friend. ESTELLA WEAVER. 
FxowHEGAN, ME., Aug. 12. 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I wish to tell you of 
a four days’ meeting held in Cornville, 
Me., a short time ago. Four supposed 
evangelists were engaged for the express 
purpose of gathering back to the fold a few 
who had gained a few ideas besides those 
their grandparents had, and who dared to 
express their views wherever they went. 
It has done the ** backsliders" a great deal 
of good, but not quite in the way, per- 
haps, desired by the pious brothers and 
sisters. The principal evangelist told the 
people from the pulpit that the time to 
accept the Bible as an infallible book was 
past, and they all declared their belief in 
the ideas put forth by the apostate, and ex- 
pressed their sympathy for them. To us, 
who were not interested, the result is 
rather amusing, as the gentlemen came 
from a distance and were quite liberally 
paid by the pious ones. One of the divines 
lectured on Spiritualism. and was an 
avowed Swedenborgian. One was a lec- 
turer on the Socialistic question. I think 
there will be some deep thinking among 
some of them for a while. Yours truly, 
' ` Looy Biezgrow. 
BarnrwIN, Mo., Aug. 7, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I will tell vou a 
story of a good church-member. I was 
visiting a little girl whose mother could not 
tell what became of all her tomatoes and 
cucumbers. The little girl, whose name 
is Pidgie. suspected a certain old darkey 
who lived close by, but her mother did not 
believe it, so we watched for him and saw 
him going down the road. Pidgie said. 
‘*Let’s follow him and see where he goes.” 
80 we stole along on the other side of the 
fence until we got to the tomato patch. 
where we hid in some bushes and watched 
him. He had ona blouse which he un- 
buttoned as he went; then he went into 
the patch; he picked four large tomatoes 
and had his hand on another when Pidgie 
“Hey there, what are you 
He gazed around, but did 
not answer. Pidgie repeated ‘‘What are 
vou doing?" He came out and said **Oh, 
Miss Pidgie, I don’t mean any harm, I's 
jist a tryin to ketch a few grass-hoppas to 
go a-fishin’! ** Well, why don’t you gointo 
the field and catch grasshoppers?” ‘‘Oh, 
Miss Pidgie, I cain’t ketch ’em out dere; 
dey’s too friskey." Now, wasn’t he a 
grand church-member? Well. I willclose. 
Your Liberal friend, Cora LANE. 


Home Seekers in California 


Will find it to their advghtage to call ou or ad- 
dress the undersigned. Land fom #0 to $500 
per acre. OTTO NEUHAUS, 

4t34 Los Gatos, Cal. 


MATRIMONIAL. 


Rank Materialist, farmer, age 30, on the Pacific 
coast, desires to correspond with mental comrade 
of 20 to 25 years. Address COSMOS, 

care TRUTH SEEKER 


STU in a Jfutsheil. 


By ASA AUGER. 
A condensation of the fundamental argumer 
against Christianity. 
A Very Good Little Missrenary Work. 
Price, 15 gents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Our Sunday- . 


One of Her Brightest, 


Gooks by Helen H. Gardener, 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


S THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


4 Pascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth, 1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price. cloth, #1. l 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


. SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. | Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 


A Splendid Judge of a Woman The Lady of the 


ub—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery -The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient's ‘Fate. 


Price, paper. 60 cents; cloth, $1. - 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 


P. efsce—The F ction of Fiotions—A Day in Court 


—Throw in With the City’s Dead -An Irre- 
spon-ible Educated Ola:s—The Moral Re- 
sp°nsibility ot Woman in Heredity— 
‘Wowanas an Annex -Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in t3 Relati ns to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 

. posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
Bense in 


Surgery. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 


and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10cents. Address this office. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND : 


COLLECTION -OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


Bv A. R. AYRES. 
“A good book written with a purpose,” 


Price, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib-ral who will canva s for 
our book "Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated.” Infact we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours weekly, and so d nearly 
fifty copies ina month. The price is low; every- 
body knows the Old Testament stories, and 
nearly everybody would like a book applving 
nineteerth-century wit and knowledge to thaw. 
People lixe to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
‘Testament tales hes 'argely disapreared 8n 
jokes at the expense of Jonah and Joseph and 

san and Samson and D vid, and the other wor- 
thies of unsavory reputation, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It seems to us that the book will sell at 
sight. It doer here in the store. Liberals ont of 
employment will find this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. f 

Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION ; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 
With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 


Scriptures. Including Questions Answered atively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Price, 25 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York Citv 


J THE CANDLE 


FROM UNDER 


THE BUSHEL 


By WILLIAM HART. 
1.306 Questions to the ry 


and for the Con- 


sideration of Others. 

The author, while a sincere church member, obeyed the in- 
junetion to search the scriptures, which led to the propounding of 
p queries, no clergyman can answer rationally and remain a 

hristian. ; 


PRICE 40 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


POPULAR EDITIONS 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


BR NNR NNR IANO 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.5 
6 copies for $1; cloth, 500, 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(lite). By J. E. Remsbvrg. 
Portrait. Pap., 60c.3 .. 750. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 
Revolution. Pap.,40c.; olo., 75c. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp.; 
clo.. $8; leather, $4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

LIFE OF. By C. Blanchard. 
I Pap ,40c.; clo., with portrait, 600. 
=== LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 

With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and gious Career in 
America, Franec, and England, 
and a Sketch by William Cobbett, 
The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 500. 

LIFE OF, By Q. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10e 

POLITICAL WORKS: ** Com- 
mon Sense,” “ Crisis," "“ Rights of 
Man ” $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 

Burke’s Attack on the French Rev- 

olution. Pap.,40c ; olo.. 756. 

TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100, 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS:''Age 


. of Reason,” “ Examination of the 
Prophecies,” eto., with Life of 
2 Paine and steel portrait, $1. 
. VINDICATION, Reply to N.Y. 
Geserver. By B. G. Ingersoll 100. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York 


12 COPIES 
$1.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
‘fhe Holy inquisition. 

THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack, the Iron Orown, Leg Orusher, the Stocks, 
the Heretic Catcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag , Tron Masks recommended 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and, Burning on the Wheel, the Ducking Gage, the Ohastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgiu Up to 


ate. the Exeoution Bell, eto. i 

T used to readin books,” says Colonel! Ingersoll, * how our fathers persecuted mankind But I 

Tread it, batit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments thac 

Christians used.” 


Price, 10 Cents per Copy. = ~ 12 Copies for $1.00 
BUX A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SOATIER THEM AMONG YOUR OHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 
B Address THE ,RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


never appreciated it. 
the infamies that have 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and oros nnp wor It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freeuou, but that the tendencyof Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
C apter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
fir t .onception of inherent rights. g 

Chapter iI deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as x Av s; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
€ libuey of the clergy produced aegrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

' Chapter II is on ‘the Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by mtking the 
leg t.macy of auarriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
plu e v» Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at onee a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning w«48 prohibited to women, husbanas prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters couid he disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation offected 
no change. . : . É . 

. Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of ‘lords 
spiritual, ’ the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Ohristian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. | : 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer x witch to liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un'vergal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. . 

Thechapter on “ Wives" shows how the disrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—tbat the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
sevea hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practico of huying wives was regulated by 
law—thát women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
opposed by the church. . 
is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
o sanction this institution, that Luther and the other * prin- 

Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 


that civil marriage 38 
In Chapter V 
od of the tteformation convened 
cipal reformers ” favored it, as well as the American Board of 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. . 
In the Jast three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the.amelioration 
of woman's sufferings as interference with her ‘‘curse,’of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman's “ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 
The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. o 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
woman's cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
ill do. l : l 
In cloth, $5; in ralf-leather binding, $8. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEX"- 


HAND-BOOK  , 


OF 


FREETH OUGHT. 


By W. S. BELL. 


Containing in condensed and systematized form a 
Rm vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 
S BP trines of Christianity. Asa book of reference and aid 

RA to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
X Zim das AS : of snbjects makes it a hand-book. AsIngersoll said of 
Paine's "Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include all the disputed points between Ohristianitg and Freethought, 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents, ddress HE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
sll in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time, 


Single copy, 25 cente, Five copies for $1,  Addrew THE TRUTE SEEKER, 
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Gems of ®hought. 


Women will find their place, and it will 
heither be that which they hav held, nor 
that to which some of them aspire. Nat- 
ure’s old Salic law will not be repealed, 
and no change of dynasty will be effected. 
— Professor Huxley. 


Ir may prove useful to hav learnt from 
history the elementary lesson that no opin- 
ion is ttue simply because it has been held 
by tbe greatest intellects, ot by the largest 
number of human beings, at different 
periods in the history of the world.— Maz 
Miller. 


Tus full earnings of 200,000 men at £2 
per week each would not cover the cost of 
religion in England. And yet, with the 
sum of £20,000,000 spent to maintain a 
buttress for the privileged classes, people 
wonder that there should be poverty.— 
Uncle Benjamin, in Freethinker. 


WE are too meek and lowly. Earth is | 


cursed with charity and aches for justice. 
At every door is the hand extended. The 
stranger is not invited in. Heis fed where 
he stands, and is counselled to pass on. 
Our social philanthropies are vagrancies. 
They despoil that they may shame us. 
They build high walls which cannot be 
scaled, and then withdraw the ladder or let 
it down only for select applieants.— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


Tuis one generation, with its vulgar 
steam-whistle, has witnessed the vanishing 
of more shadows from the earth, has seen 
more men 2nd women disenthralled, more 
rays of intellectual light shed abroad upon 
mankind, than any ten generations which 
have preceded it; and ere it ceases that 
shrill signal shall swell to the trump of the 
last. judgment, bringing to the bar of 
humanity every creed or institution of the 
earth.—Moncure D. Conway. 


We are expected to believe it [the mi- 
raculous birth of Jesus] as it occurs in a 
collection of writings becoming authorativ 
860 years after the reported event. It 
matters not that there are two accounts of 
this birth, inconsistent with one another 
and with other scriptures, and both unsup- 
ported by any known or traceable wit- 
nesses, and that the facts are in subversion 
of the laws of nature and all human experi- 
ence. ‘The fiat of the church, given after 
this long interval, is to warrant their ac- 
ceptance.—Judge Strange. 


Tu vast majority of men and almost all 
women in this age, as in every age, can 
hardly be said to think at all upon religion, 
or on any grave and serious subject. They 
believe what they hav been tanght, and 
hold what they hear asserted, with indolent 
or unintelligent acqniescence ; either be- 
cause they are too careless and indifferent 
to trouble themselvs, or because they care 
so much that it seems to them profane to 
question the soundness of that which is the 
life of their soul, the stay of the better 
part of their nature; and thus they make 
the importance of a truth the evidence 
upon which they accept it.—Lord Chief 
Juatice Coleridge. g 


Waar knowledge is of most worth? —the 
uniform reply is—Science. This is the 
verdict on all counts. For direct self-pie- 
servation, or the maintenance of life and 
health, the all-important knowledge is— 
Science. For that indirect self-preserva- 
tion, which we call gaining a livelihood, 
the knowledge of greatest value is—Science. 
For the due discharge of parental func- 
tions, the proper guidance is to be found 
only in—Science. For that interpretation 
of national life, past and present, without 
which the citizen cannot rightly regulate 
his conduct, the indispensible key is— 
Science. Alike for the most perfect pro- 
duction and present enjoyment of art in all 
its forms, the needful preparation is still— 
Science; and for the purposes of disciplin— 
inteliectual, moral, religious—the most 
efficient study is, once more, Science.— 
Herbert Spencer. 


Even the ascetic and the Cavinist are 
themselvs, though they know it not, ** fad- 
dling hedonists.” The difference is merely 
that they base their hedonism on a mis- 
takeu hypothesis. They make a caculus 
ofthe caprices of their Setebos. Believ- 
ing in a malignant and maleficent diety, 
who has set forth a cruel and difficult plan 
of salvation, they hold that the wisest 
course for that worm called man is to put 
up with infinit pains and penalties here— 
and why? Simply in order that he may be 
happy with palm and crown in some im- 
agined future existence. He is to swing 
with hooks through his back at an Indian 
festival; he is to cast himself beneath the 
wheels of the car of Juggernaut; he is to 
scourge himself with thongs and wear the 
hair-shirt of penance in a Spanish monas- 
tery; he is to lead the loneless, joyless life 
of prayer-meetings and obapel-going with 
the ‘‘ respectable” English Dissenting gro- 
cer—for what? Why, to curry favor iu 
heaven and be happy hereafter.— Grant 
Allen. : 


JUST OUT! JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, | 

What is Ignorance? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, clety. and Honor, 

Concerning Education, Gratitude, & Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth. , 
Conduct; or Right Doing, . Life, Avarice, Not a Means to Life's 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Réverence a Duty? 


Best End, 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, . 
Fortit ude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect. . Reasonand Free Inquiry. 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, - 
is the Use of Tobacco Danger- A Free Press, 


ce, 
ous ? . Anger, the Distorter, 
Cultivation of Individuality, The Angel of Forgiveness 
Character. 2 Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty. 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, à Promoter of Suc- 


Value of a Trade, . cess. 
Recreation a Necessity, The Dif&culties of Life, 


Rights of Animals, 

Rights of Children, . 

Human Rights: or the Equality 
of Man. 

Moral Cleanliness, 

Politeness. The Gentleman, 

Politeness. — Continued. — The 


Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the  ' Gentlewoman, 

‘ruth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, 

What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power of Will Wisdo.n. 


Fraud & Crime. Courage, a Necessity to Right 
‘The Poison of Slander, Living. 


Miss Wixon has takeu a8 her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and & gifted liberal minister: 


AS with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also. there is an indtssoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, a law which altereth not.—H srbert Spencer. 

Living is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest method, the 


noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. . 
PRICE, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pnrsuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of. Intellectnal, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: 

Boox I.—PrEASURE: Chap. I.—Sources of Pleasure. Chap. II.—Material Pleasures. Chap. III. — 
Ideal Pleasure. Ohap IV —Social Pleasures. Chap. V.—Pleasures of the Savage, the 
Barbarian and the Civilized. Chap. VI.— Genesis of religions. Chap. VII.—Christianity. 

Book IL—INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpose of life. Chap, IL -Material Pleasures. 
Chap. IIl.—[deal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. IV.—IdealPieasures: Reason. Chap.—V. 
Ideal Pleasures: Character. Chap. Vf.—Social Pleasures. Chap. YIL— Pedagogical Des- 


potism. : 
Boox III.—MonAL DEYELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. If.—Material Pleasures: Prudence. 
Chap. IIL—Material Pleasures: Refinement. Chap. IV.—Ideal Pleasures: Foresight, 
Chap. Y.—[deal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Chap. VII,— Vice 
Caused by Restraint. 
Book IV.—BoorAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. L—"rogress. Caap. IIL.—Protection, Capitalism, and 
aud a Proposed Violation of Individual 


ocialism: Respestivly an Actual, an Imminent, 
Sovereignty. Chap. Ill Condition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. Public Schools, the 
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Mene 
Social Disorder. 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which have been rendered by 
men who are in every way qualified as judges of books: 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest subject with 
out mu h thougbt whether the ice is thin or not. It answers the greatest question—What is the 
us , object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cau e and motive of progress? 
—by one word, Pleasure!—Thnaddeus B. Wakeman, : B 

He sharply atta-ks, alo, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out oy the facts, anu his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious and suggestive one.—New York Commercial Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with words for lavk of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. e do not see how anyone can reed this book and pisa el with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It is a& work of common-sense Socialism, The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sands of sentences are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
the book deserves a wide reading, not only for its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 
ies bold, honest sayings.—L K. Washburn. 


After you read this bok you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
i E Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898-pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel-- 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 
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By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 
An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes i 

of idols and the worship of thom. From the time of Terah’s apostasy. oes P formia P 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaidean idols, to Ohrist’s. coming, the princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and deed. It is made plain that the 
peculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
ding are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- 
iug the peculiar politics of the day. 

: CONTENTS IN DETAIL: 


'The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances, 
The des ii . In General. 
The Hun a By tho Skin 


: : By the Kidneys. 
Digestion and Nutrition. 

The Elementary Substances. 

Alcohol and Its Effects on the System. 
The Soul— What Is pi? 


Sin and Salvation. 


Genesis—The Creation. 
Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 
The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation. 
The Creation of God—Abraham. 


5 The Mind. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God. 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The Keclesiastical Kindergarten. 
God Save the King. Rational Review. 
Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams— Revelations. 


'The End of National Life. 


The Planetary Gods. 
The Christian Era. 


Every Man His Own God. 


Organic Life—Vegetable. Tables {Gateways to Knowledge. . 
Organic Life— Animal. The Non * ora Whence They Spring. 


The Master Tissues. 
The Muscular Tissues. 
The Nervous Tissues. 


Food and Food-Substances. 


Rules for Human Conduct 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind, 
Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
In Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 
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JN ew Publ cations. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica. 
tions noticed here can be had of Tuy 
Truta Seexer Company, at the price 
named. 


um 


Resurrection OF JESUS. An Agnostic'g 
View. By Don Allen. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Co. Price 50 cents, 

This is a little book of 160 pages, de- 
voted mainly to proving by authoritatiy 
statement and circumstantial evidence 
that no such thing as the resurrection of 
the physical body of Christ ever took 
place. -The belief of professing Christiang 
in immortality has for centuries been 
based on this claim, and the author of this 
book, after demolishing this mythical 
story, reaches the conclusion that we hay 
no knowledge of a future life. If he had 
devoted one-half of the time and labor 
spent in producing the book to an honest 
and careful investigation of the phenomena 
of Spiritualism he might hav come to a 
different conclusion. The misfortune of 


‘the work is, that while destroying the 


theological evidence of a future life it has 

nothing better to offer in its stead.— Ban- 

ner of Light. 

Faots anp Fiorions oF Lire., By Helen 
H. Gardener. For sale by the Truth 
Seeker Company. 


Miss Gardener is a daring thinker anda 
bold and forcible writer. In this volume 
of essavs she speaks in no uncertain 
tones. She has radical views about social 
matters—about the true relations of the 
sexes, about conventional morality, and 
about the duties of men and the rights of 
women. These views she expresses fear- 
lessly and with perfect taste. Such a sub- 
ject as one of these essays, ‘‘ Heredity in 
Its Relations to & Double Standard of 
Morals,” might easily hav been made 
offensiv by one of those ‘‘strong-minded 
females" of whom we hav heard, but Miss 
Gardener can offend none but a ‘‘ prurient 
prude” by her treatment of the burning 
question which she discusses. While we 
cannot agree with everything that Miss 
Gardener saysin these essays, we recog- 
nize the fact that we havin her booka 
modest, pure, and fearless woman speak- 
ing her mind upon points on which she 
has a right to be heard, and we welcome 
the volume accordingly.—Charleston (S. 
C.) Sunday News. | 


How’s This! 


We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward 
for any case of Catarrh that cannot be 
cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure, 

F. J. CHENEY &CO., Props., Toledo, O. 

-We, the undersigned, have known F. J. 
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe 
him perfectly honorable in all business 
transactions and financially able to carry 
out any obligations made by their firm. 

Wrst & 'TRvAx, Wholesale Druggists, 
Toledo, O. 

WALDING, KINNAN & Marvin, Wholesale 
Druggists, Toledo, O. i 

Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken internally, 
acting directly upon the blood and mucous 
surfaces of the system. Price, 75c., per 
bottle. Sold by all Druggists, Testimo- 
nials free. 


“With Daughter's Babe Upon 
His Knee” 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“ Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Coi. R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
-urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
cruthfully described as, ‘‘ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 

TRE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafavette place. New York. 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natura! Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


B Proresson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


vDSTERTB 2 
The Fitness of Things in 


Force and Matter, 
Nature (Teleology), 


immortality of Matter, 


immortality of Force, Man, . 
Infinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 
Value of Matter, hought, 

otion, Consciousness, 


crm, .. Seat of the Soul, 
mmuütability of Natural Innate Ideas 
RWS, — - The [dea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
aws, al Force, 
The Heavens, . The Soul of Brates 
Periods of the Creation Fre» Will, 
of the Earth, . Merality, . 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa- 
3ecular Generation, tions. 


Price, $1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Det for Parsons: | POND'S EXTRACT 


Sxy-pmot: *‘I can never credit that we 
are descended from monkeys.” Miss 
Smart (after looking him over): ‘I can." 


Tae Sunday-school class was singing,- 


“I Want to bean Angel” ‘* Why don't 
you sing louder, Bobby?" asked the 
teacher. ‘‘I’m singing as loud as I want 
to be an angel,” explained Bobby. i 


A orrizEN of Montreal lately on a visit to 
Ottawa, while passing down the hotel corri- 
dor to his room at a late hour, happened to 
hear violent groans and sobs issuing from 
one of the rooms. As the door was open, he 
entered and recognized a fellow Mon- 
trealer, prominent in political and business 
circles, and famous for his religious and 
alcoholic tendencies. He was kneeling at 
his bedside, clinging to the side of the bed, 
and sobbing as though his heart would 
break. ''What's the matter, old man?” 
inquired our friend, touching the sufferer 
on the shoulder. ‘‘I’m so damned drunk 
I can’t say my prayers,” was the tearful 
response. — Life. d. 


Tue chief of the Leslies is said to hav 
prayed before a battle: ‘‘ Be on our side! 
And gin ye canna be on our side, aye lay 
low a bit, an ye'll see thae carles get a 
hidin that must please ye.” An old Cove- 
nanter, who ruled his household with a 
rod of ir.n, is said to hav prayed in all 
Sincerity, at family worship: ‘‘O Lord, 
hae a care o! Rob, for he is on the great 
deep, an thou holdest it in the hollow o' 
ny hand, An hae a care o! Jamie, for he 
has gone to fight the enemies o' his coun- 
fry, an the outcome o’ the battle is wi’ 
thee. But ye need na fash o’ yersel’ wi’ 
wee Willy, for I hae him here, and I’m 
cawpable ‘o’ looking after him mysel',"— 
San Francisco Argonaut. 


In a Scottish farmhouse I hav, with the 
candles out, knelt with the family and 
servants at ‘‘family worship,” and heard 
whe farmer bring into his ‘* sooplication” 
a certain stirk that was ill with ‘‘reid- 
water,” and then launch into matters 
which I doubt if any deity that was ever 
on Olympus could understand, far less 
answer. On one farm of not more than 


one hundred acres in all, I hav heard the’ 


Lord requested to send at least two differ- 
ent kinds of weather at the same time— 
dry weather to dry the *'stooks" of corn, 
aud rain for the good of the turnips. 
The corn was in the one field and the tur- 
nips were in the other; and there was 
only a broken. down stone dyke between 
them. The Lord was, this time, asked to 
perform a feat which he declined to hav 
anything to do with, and which, as far as 
I am aware, no deity has yet accomplished. 
All things are, of course, possible with the 
Lord; but there are certain things he re- 
fuses to do lest he should make a fool of 
himself!—Saladin. : 


ANTHONY, OENSOR. 


O Anthony, Saint Anthony, the world is 
very evil, - 
And this generation calls on you to act 
, your saintly part; - 
To fight the good fight valiantly and exor- 
cise the devil 
Of lubricity from history and literature 
and art. 


The books, the books, my Anthony, that 
ou will hav to wade tnrough! 

ill you start off with the classics as 
about the first and worst? 

Anacreon and Ovid, here Bohn's libraries 
will aid you, f 

Aristophanes and Sophocles, and other 

works accurst. < 


Then the wicked, wicked pages of the 
medieval ages, 
Their mysteries and histories, their 
poems and romance; 
The infamy of alchemy, the sophistry of 
sages, ! 
And above all, O Saint Anthony, the 
ribaldry of France. 


Books too numerous to mention need im- 
mediate attention; 
Very wicked, sinful things are read and 
written in these days. 
Shakspere must not be forgotten, his 
Lucrece is simply rotten, 
And you'l hav. a perfect picnic when 
you expurgate his plays. 


Do not leave a single reader of the wicked- 
ness of Onida, 
Frown, oh, frown on Tess's, Dodo's, and 
The Yellow Aster's sin. . 
Don't Jet Harper finish Trilby, you cannot 
tell bow bad she will be, 
And stop the sale at once of Sarah 
Graud's unearthly Twins. 


The list is long and life is short, O Anthony 
Censorious. 
You cannot read them through, but 
there is one thing you can do, 
Put ali books in one glorious index et- 
purgatorius 
Until each one is serutinized and author- 
ized by you. > i 
—C, S, A., in New York Sun. 


THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


FOUR THOUSAND DROPS 
—in a bottle—small sizé—and 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE 
in curing that troublesome 


CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 
MOSQUITO BITE, PILES, 
SUNBURN, BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 
from which you are suffering. 
USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 


CAUTIO A discriminating intelli- 


!' gent purchaser demands 
QUALITY. Large bottles—and large 
profits— to unscrupulous venders do 
not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 
by insisting that no weak substitute 
be offered in place of the GENUINE 


POND'S EXTRACT 


MADE ONLY BY 
POND-S EXTRACT CO., 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach,liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa J. R. Perry, mgr. 21t18 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Haad- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street, New York. F 52619 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever stian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents: in cloth. 50 cents. 


address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 
—0; 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
Ay J. Q. HoLYoAKE. Price, 5 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonaz J. ROMANES. 


A Systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor 1 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion di the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

AN Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent, evidence of 
supernatural design. .. - daptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generationin & manner an 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change. which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, an r T 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to & new and a terrible force in the 


words of its traditional enemy—W here is now. 


thy God? 
ted. Price, cloth, 2. 
rastra "alan." RHE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
„t0 the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. . , 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 
Physical Eduneatiou; or, The Heslth-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth. $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A OContribution to 
the Outdoor Brady of BEEN History. Illus. 
rate . Faber. Clo 
Radicons” THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafavotta vince. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Bev. G. T. Fox, MA. 
Prioo.15 centa. Address this office. 


uxley in scien- - 


this to the extent of rendering the. 


|J. D. Shaw's Books, 


ALL, à 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is & divine book of 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 
rice, 25 cents. Ts 

Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 

biblical st: man’s “ creation,” 

o ine bi theologically denominated “ the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. a 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plaiu self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 

morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 

tion of the assumption that he was a divine 

rson, and that he waa ihe fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it on et conta 

HE J0 i 
Adare Lahsatte place, New York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


AND 


Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND 
The Assemblage. 


What they are: 
1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 


and other Geum pants standing, showing Qolo- 
nei Jagersoll, President Rowley, S. P. Put 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 


Colonel Ingersol Causes n Smile. 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. 


Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem. 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. i 


e 
e 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 80th wreathed in flowers and tearing 
mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid: photographs. They were 
all ts ken at the commemorative exercises at New 
tocheile on May auth, and are h storically. patri- 
otically, and artistically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Liberas who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. Thea 
photograph: are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
18 seventy-five cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SKEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


WAS 


CHRIST - 
—esce— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Ohristian 
tradition. Price,l0cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKEH. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
fess, with & little money, fair education, an 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind. 
hearted folks. and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such & story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Oolonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
"whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the aventi on of the rest of the world. 

ice, 25 cents. ess 

THE TRUTH SEEKER 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOCOUNT OF 
Vieare of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 50 cents: sloth, 75 cents 
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Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Mouthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues OF 1891.—$3. 


Price 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891 ................: ...80 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gàr- NE 
MOP isc sck occas ccs sis e yes Pep ace ce : 
The Age of Reason 
trated... s.e. esae eoet PATERA se. 8b 
Answers to Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- M 

NECI BEER GENRE OUT 
Christian Absurdities. f 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire............ 10 

eCrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Res- 

.. BOn. bert C. Adams ............ we 2 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller.. "mE: 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- di 

DAD NH" 
The Wigher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E Longshore..... ........:. 50 
Issuxs or 1899.— $8. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 85 
Rigbts of Man Thomas Paine. Illustra- a 
OO sis. css ss eseas Meas EEEIEE A setae . 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen Gar- 

,, dener..... esses espe e. 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbar, 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mon 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire.............. 25 
Why Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Ba " 

600k,. 2i. eerie reve RAE pom NS 
Liberty in Literature.  "lestimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
PHOCGOR cuisines asa sees MUN MEE 15 
Candle Prom Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 4 
BEG soci veg sks eee er rio d o s das x: 
The Holy Bible Abridged...................... 80 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 
oT o y AE 1t 
Issuzs or 1898.— $8. 
Thomas Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert 
.Ingerso 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
Ori mann +5 NUES hei ukeU 50 
rimes of Preachers in the 
M. E. Billings 25 
Resurrection of 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W. 8. Bell 50 
Religion a Curse; teligion a Disease; Re- 
igion a Lie. P. 925 
Design Argument Fallacies. 
TEE TRUTH SEEKER . 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? : 
John emsburg.... 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's PF 
trated. Putnam..... re e. 26 
Common Sense. ‘Thomas Paine......... Lese 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, f 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein 10 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson .............. 95 
Bister Lucy, Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Oonvent..... 000... ense eee oere. 10 
Woman: Four Centurjes of Progress. Susan 
Wi£0B..::..5 cB sensed eties sinere 10 
Issuxs or 1894.— $8. 
Thumbsorew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald — 10 


Nelf-Contradiction: of the Bible. W. H. Burr 15 

During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to snbscribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers 80:d at prices quoted 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these Manufactu- 
rer’s Prices. 

REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 

Gentlemen's Stze. 

Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jewels, $6.50; 15 jewels, $8; 15 jewels. fully ad- 
Justed, $10; 17 jewels, adjusted, 814. In 8 ounce 
coin silver case, $10, $11.50, $18. $15, $19. In 4 
ounce, $1 extra. In 14 kt gold filled, open face, 
21 year case, $14, 915.50, $17, #19, $23. Wanting 
case, $8 extra. In 10 kt, 15 year case, either 
kind, 88 less. 

Ladtes! Nitze. 

Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
cases, 7 jewels, #18; 11 Jewels, $14.50; 15 jewels, 
$19. In 14 kt, solid gold, hunting ‘cases, $28. 
$24.E0, $29. 

THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchable) hair spring, beautiful, double sunk, 
antled dial, nickel, gold damascened finish, ad- 
usted to heat and cold and positions. Lates 
pe provements and guaranteed a perfect time 
eeper. 
Gentlemen's Size. 

Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case, $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $275; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 10 kt., 15 year cases, $3 


less. 
Ladtes’ Stze. 


Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $30, 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, #40. 

All gold and filled cases made bv best manufac- 
turers as Boss, Dueber, Faty, and Ladd, in plain 
engine turned, or artistically engraved. 

‘Goods shipped by express, charges prepatd. 
SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBPRAL JBWPLER. 
Send for price-lists ROCHELLE, ILL 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


os io 


ward Ap 
edy of the 
UN DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
3av whore you saw thigadvet. Vineland, Ne 
ta" I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
DR midt trast the Fresthinkors of the pend 
ill give me their pat.. nage and not was eir 
time and money on Obristian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 
ws. . j 


ress, 
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JY ows of the Week. 


. BAROELONA Aiïarchists planned to kill 
Premier Dupuy of France. 


, CHRISTOPHER Finuay Frases, prominent 
Canadian politician, is dead. 


Tar Chatauqua Assembly at Point-of- 
‘Woods, on Long Island, is in financial 
breakers, 


"Turgrx-sgvEN miners were suffocated on 
August 24th by a fire in a coal mine at 
Franklin, Wash. 


Ir is reported that arrangements hav 
been completed for the formation of a 
corn meal trust. 


On August 24th four miners were burned 
to death by the destruction of a shaft ina 
coal mine at Creede, Col. 


Josan Qutnoy has resigned the chair- 
manship of the Democratic state central 
committee of Massachusetts. 


A Nxw ORLEANS alderman has been con- 
vieted of taking & bribe of $500. Several 
others are under indictment. 


Tur Democrats of the Ninth Iowa dis- 
trict hav indorsed the Populists’ nomina- 
tion of General Weaver for Congress. 


“Buor” Kingors, tbe famous ‘‘ ob- 
jector ” of the Texas delegation in the 
House, was defeated for renomination. 


Tax Boston Daily Traveller isin the in- 
solvency court. 1t is the only Boston 
paper of importance that has no Sunday 
edition. 

New Yonx'8 rate of taxation for this 
fiscal year will be $1.79 per $100 of the 
assessment, This is the lowest in thirty- 
two years. 


AT Bergen Point, N. J., incendiaries 
made the D ydrants useless to facilitate the 
destruction of an agricultural implement 
manufactory. 


Riots in the streets of Rio de Janiero. 
Said to be fomented by Peixoto to giva 
pretext for arrest of political opponents, 
who may chance to be near. 


Sevmrat of the New Bedford mills, 
closed recently by a strike, hav resumed 
operations. The operators continue pay- 
ing old wages as asked by operative. 


Cnr Sanonez of the White Mountain 
Apache tribe was recently killed in a 
drunken quarrel. His name recalls the 
bloody battle of Cibieu Creek, Ariz., in 
1881. 


Tun removal of O. H. J. Taylor (from 
Kansas), the colored recorder of deeds for 
the District of Columbia, is urged on the 
ground of ''offensiv partisanship,” and 
also because of alleged political assess- 
ment of employees. 


Tur Nebraska Populists selected their 
ticket from a list of names presented by 
the anti-administration Democrats. Judge 
Silas A. Holcomb was nominated for 

overnor. The bolting Rosewater, anti. 

ajors, Republicans will support Holcomb, 


Ir is reported that Governor Matthews 
of Indiana mortgaged his stock farm for 
$41,000 to pay the soldiers who were called 
out to ruppress riots during the railroad 
strike. There was no regular fund in the 
state treasury from which the amount 
could legally be drawn. 


Sm CHARLES Dure introduced a bill in 
Parliament to giv full suffrage to all adult 
women, and to permit them to be candi- 
dates, also to sit in either the Lords or 
Commons if elected. His bill provides 
for universal suffrage, but excludes the 
universities from their present privileges. 


CALIFORNIA Democrats indorse the ad- 
ministration, favor the silver plank of the 
national platform, demand the direct elec- 
tion of Senators, and oppose any extension 
of time being given the railroads for pay- 
ment of their debts to the government. 
James H. Budd was nominated for 
governor. 


AmvroRNEY-GENERAL Hanoook of New 
York has given an opinion that eight hours 
isa legal day’s work for all except farm 
and domestic laborers, and that only 
citizens of the United States can be em- 
ployed by the state or a municipality, or 
by persons contracting with the state or a 
municipality. 

Ar Cleveland there was a riot on August 
19th, precipitated by the procession of the 
Polish Catholics in the dedication cere- 
monies of an edifice of the American 
Catholic church. Passing through a rival 
parish they were jeered and stoned. 
Mounted_ soldiers who were guarding 
Bishop Vilatte dispersed the attacking 


party. 

Tue special committee of the House 
which has been investigating the charges 
affecting the reliability of the material for 
the new ships furnished by the Carnegie 
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A SMALL 


—. Freethonght Library 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. 
By B. F. Underwood...:............ Price 6 cehta 
: The World's Parliament of Religions. 
i By Tenney.................... 5... Price 10 cents 
The Gods. E 
By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 
Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 
3 By McCann........ccccecscecececes Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devik P 
. By Henry Frank.............. eee Price 25 cents 
The Bruno Monument in Rome........ Price 12 cents 
| Church and State. 
i By ‘Jefferson’. ......... cee ceeeeee Price 10 cents 
| Religion of Humanity. 
By Benwell..................... ee. Price 15 cents 
| Ingersoll on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4 cents 
i Dwight L. Moody. 
| — By Susan H. Wixon................ Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 
By an Old Warmer................. Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. : 
By Ingersoll................. eee Price 10 cents 
! Effacement of Christianity. e 
| By Holyoske........... eese Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. 
! By Holyoake............... eee Price 15 cents 
; Ingersoll'S Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
| Standing Up for Jesus. 
j By H. L. Green................eee. Price 4 cents 
. Religion in the Republic. ! 
By M. A. Freeman.,......... cues Price 6 cents 
| Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 
| By Tenney.............. eese Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwln (Illustrated). 
| By Flower & Wakeman........... Price 15 cents 
| Jehovah Interviewed. .. ............. s. Price 6 cents 
i Cosmology against Theology. e 
aE | 3 By Vindex............. PENE Price 15 cents 
-inm 7s ne a n Lo o——— 
 -——- THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 
et ER The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
o" d ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
TE. cvm of Christ and vicegerents of God,showing what 
MEER they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
= = It contains very plain statements, in very un- 


ID 


varnished language, ind the unmasking is com- 


triguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 


AUT RZS 
N AGCO 


Company reports that the plate did not 
receive the uniform treatment called for, 
that the records of the contractors were 
falsified to deceive the inspectors, and that 
the company and inspectors are culpable, 


Tas Gorman tariff bill became a law at 
12 o’clock on the night of August 27th by 
expiration of time allowed the president to 
sign it. In a letter to Representativ 
Catchings of Mississippi President Cleve- 
land givs the reasons why he conld 
neither sign nor veto it. He exhorts his 
party to continued struggle for a larger 
measure of tariff reform. 


By the decision of Judge Parker of 
Ebensburg, Pa., nuns who hold certifi- 


cates as teachers from the county super- | 


intendent may teach in the public 
schools in their religious garb, but 
must giv no sectarian instruction in said 
schools during school hours or at any 
other time. The case will probably go to 
the supreme court of the state, as the fight 
is chiefly against the religious garb. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 18 just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu, ..tianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man, 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Il- 
lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime, 

12mo, 800 pp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., 81.95. 


The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- |. 


some and Interesting Book, Withont Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The On oe 
thinkers' Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4t0, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


MMODaLliNG GOD. 


A Libera] Romance. |. 


this book cannot be too widely disseminate 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


|. Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 


| ‘plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 


as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 


Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be," but investigation 
disclosed that her “ child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
rice, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 
Aurieular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nung in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
. that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked.” from the “Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 

.esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth, 
aud to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lectnre by 
the Rev. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
and, Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 1£ cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 

| Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 

ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 

are inimical io chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

1ce, paper, ents: SMS 
THE TRUTH SEEKER UO, 

28 Lafayette Place, New York Uity. 


EM 3 
The Freethinker's Badge-pin 


Will be sent for $450. The 
i 275 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEKER one year for $6. 


Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


‘Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH 
SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M BABCOOE, Price, 15 cente. 


Deutfdje Sceidenker-Biicher. 


Wir haben folgende Bücher in 
dentfdjer Sprache, welche [efr berühmt find: 
,» Die Jerthiimer Moles,“ 
Eine fritifche Veleuchtung des Pentateuch im 


Sicht der modernen Weltan- 
' fhaunng und Gefittuna. 


von Gol. R. ©. Ingerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weih nnd ihre Stellung qut 
Religion nnd Kirde am Ende 
beà 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents, 


11 Moderne Gotterdimmerung, / 
von Gol. R. G. Sngerjoff. Preis 25 Cents. 


„under nnd Wunderthiter, ^ 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


,, Glanbe nnd Vernunft,” 

ober LE BON SENS, | 

des romifch-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier. | 

Aus dem Franzéfifehen überfebt von | 
Fraulein Unna Nnoop. 

801 Seiten, Leinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umfdlag und 
flarem Dru. Unfere dent{chen Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker," 
28 LAFAYETTE PACE, New York. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref 
«tation of the Claima of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Pri - - - E - 


LB cente 


Essay on Wiiracles. 


By DAVID HUME, 
PRR > e s = 19 ES 


JO Pame, thon ENEMY of WRONG, 
Q Parne, Thou CHAMPION of the FREE, 


Y 
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THE GREAT CHAMPION OF LIBERTY— THOMAS PAINE. 


A Missionary Scheme. 

Tux Trurn Seeker has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “ Church Property " pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 
hav also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
more thousands of Truru SzzkERS hav been scat- 
tered broadcast over the land. 

With the advent of hot weather the political 
bodies nearly all adjourned, but the people of 
the country remained in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
and we want to devote a little attention to them. 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine's * Age of Reason." It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “ answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 

o, is to scatter this book broadeast—to giv and to 


hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started THE 
Truru Szexze, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously he 
was arigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 

Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
ot Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the fund 


A 


and we wil make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don't select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


Speaking of the infinit dépths of space, and refer- 
ring to the fact’ that light travels at the rate of 
180,000 miles a second, an exchange piously but in- 
discreetly observes: 


“Tf the glad tidings of that first Christmas in Bethle- 
hem, nineteen centuries ago, had thus been disseminated 
through the universe, there are yet stars of which astron- 
omers could tell us, plunged into space in depths so 
appalling that even the 1894 years which hav elapsed 
since that event would not hav been long enough for the 
news to reach them.” 


But where do you find the “glad tidings” in 
that alleged event at Bethlehem for the inhabi- 
tants, if any, of those distant orbs? Think of the 
souls that hav been launched into hell in these 
‘eighteen hundred and ninety-four years that the 
“glad tidings” of a murdered God hav been on 
the way to them. Is this earth, this tiny dot in the 
immensity of the universe, the only world which 
has been honored by the opportunity to kill a son 
of God? It must be so, for we are informed that | 
the Jewish mystic was his only male offspring. 
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The Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 


— ‘FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


PUTNAM. 


= BY SAMUEL P. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought napun out the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historic Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. - 

Tt will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. ME 
ù Tt will -show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, . 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom's most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 


more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and. 


Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION 
frem the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 


THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 

THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 
and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 

The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. , Education and Literature. . Government and Politics. , Woman's Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethies. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. .| Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. Rousseau. . Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft. 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineaü. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. |  lution. Phillips. Lueretià Mott 
‘Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. | Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. : Helen H. Gardener. 


Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinker? Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. à 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 


George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 
L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 
Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright, 


T. €. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
snuuid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, | 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, , 


‘and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 

Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest 
possible moment. ‘ 

The name of every Subseriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 

This book will contain 

Gver Six Hund-ed Pages or Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


it will be elegantly bound. It will be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your frieuds when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
p This 1s the most universa! presentation of Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 
ean Afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with: 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous ' 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tux 
TRUTH Srexer, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send.us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 

By WATSON HESTON, . 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF TIS KIND EVER - 
CONCEIVED. 


Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. | 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
oe HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
ree, 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther ‘‘Oid Testament 
Stories Comically Ilustrated,” or W. S. Bell's 
‘Handbook of Freethought,” in Cloth—all free 
hy post or express, 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get THE J'RUTH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar bo k for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
scribers and $1. ($3 only 
from each) does this. 


We wants > our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subseribers in any town in 
ihe country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORK, 


i 
| | 


Ü 


il 


A Jj ournal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol.21. No.36 {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) New York, Saturday, September 8, 1894. m LAFAYETTE x PL] $3.00 P Per Year.. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT.. 


E. M. MAODONALD, "Editor and Manager. 
— . $8 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - SEPTEMBER 8, 1894. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


Single subscription, in advance.............. e... ee 
One subscription two years, in advance.......--. VEN EXETE ARE. 
Two new gubscribers.........-ec ccce ee eeeese eese setate soon e 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 9 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 


Any Lente over five at the same rate, invariably with pu 
remittance. 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, araft on New York, or by regtsterea letter. 
Address communtcations and make drafts, checks, post-oftce 
‘and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send ns the name and address of 
‘any Freethinker who is not a regular snbscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt: renew- 
als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 


` For $6.50 we will send Tae Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5) By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trurs Srexer one 
year ($3) and “Paine’s Great Works Complete” 
($3) This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 


For $5 we will send Tume Traura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Tux Trurs Szzxer one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander's * Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be wellinformed in all scientific 
matters. . | 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Trura SEKER one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker's Pictorial Text- 
Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue Teura SEEKER one year 

` ($3) and “ The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tue Truru Szzxzr one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Trura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
-which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
‘ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of their 
‘friends to the values offered. 


The Annual Congress and Church Aggressions. 

"There can be no room for doubt that there is 
.| plenty of work for a national organization of Free. 
thinkers. Yes, for two organizations, if-all cannot 
work together harmoniously in one society. The 
annual conventions are worth all they cost, if we 
reckon on the credit side only the enthusiasm and 
comradeship that they create or revivify. . But they 
do much more than this, for attention is thus at- 
tracted to our principles, and antagonism to the 
evils we oppose is aroused where before was only 
ignorance of or indifference to them. This consid- 
eration induces the suggestion that the first work 
of the first day of a Freethought convention should 
be the appointment of a press committee, whose 
duty it shall be to supply the reporters of the local 
dailies and the agents of the press associations with 
accurate documentary and other information con- 
cerning the society, its principles and purposes, and 
the church aggressions which threaten to or hav 


already alieniated the religious and civil liberty of 


thecitizen: Such a committee of influential men and 
women could do much to secure for us fair treat- 
ment in the public journals. We must reach the 
masses of the people who do not take Liberal 
papers. Ten lines of correct information are worth 
more to the cause than columns of the ordinary re- 
porter’s space-filling sae were or misrepresen- 
tation. 

The national organization should also prepare 
itself for defensiv work in the courts, in state legis- 
latures, and in Congress—and not only for defensiv 
work but for offensiv work where theocratic statutes 
hav already been enacted. The secularization of the 
state must for a long time remain the central ob- 
ject of a national organization of Liberals. That is, 
in other words, its work will be mainly political. 
Its primary purpose is not to propagate Atheism, 
Infidelity, evolutionary science, or any other specifi- 
cally anti-orthodox doctrin, ism or theory. Indi- 
vidual iconoclasts, scholars, and scientists are doing 
that. work just as effectually as they can under 
present political. and social conditions. Tue 
Trura Seeger is doing that in great shape— 
doing it fast and well” The mission of the 
National Society is to broaden the domain of 
even-handed justice, to secure for men and women 
of all shades of religious belief or non-belief 
the full equality in liberty to which they are 
entitled under the Constitution. All partial, pro- 
scriptiv, theocratic laws must go; so long as one 
such remains on our statute books, this is not a 
land of religious freedom. The national organiza- 
tion should enable the Freethinkers of the United 
States to concentrate their forces in defense of the 
points attacked by the foes of secular institutions 
or to mobilize them for the siege of strongholds 
now held by those enemies. We ought to hav an 
organization so alert and so well equipped that it 
can act at once. If, for instance, the dailies report 
that in a town in Connecticut or Georgia an attempt 
is being made to enforce the Sunday statutes, the 
secretary of the Secular Union should mail, on that 
day, to every name mentioned in connection with 
the persecutions, anti-Sunday-law leaflets and 
pamphlets, and should, whenever possible, put 
himself into direct communication with some live 
Freethinker in that town. Every such puritan 
crusade givs us the best of opvortunities to sow 
seed in quickening soil. Take advantage of it. If 
a legal fight is made, so much the better; public 
interest will be kept awake that much the longer. 

In addition to the distribution of literature of the 
right kind, we should be prepared to furnish the 
best legal advice to the attorneys for the defense, 
and also to financially strengthen the hands of the 


local defense committee when necessary. 


We must 


be ready to go into all legislative bodies to combat - 


the schemes of the theocrats and to prevent the de: 
feat of bills for the taxation.of church property, the 


eliminaton of religious instruction from the common < 


x 


schools, and the repeal of Sunday laws. 'We should. . 


have permanent headquarters at Washington and 
at every state capitol. ` The champions of the union 


of church and state are splendidly prepared for" 


fight; they are organized locally, by districts and 
states, and nationally. They have many kinds of. 
societies, all working, among different classes and 
through every available channel, to the same end. 
Within the last few years they hav won scores of 
victories that would never have been theirs if we 


had been as zealous and intelligently active in de- . 
fense of our rights as they hav been in warfare - 
against those rights. In this world we hav to work : 


or fight for all that is worth anything, scarcely ex- 
cepting fresh air and sunlight. The church has 
granted mankind no liberties which she could with- 
hold when she thought the withholding. would be 
of benefit to herself. 

It is cheering to see that the officers of the Free- 
thought Federation are awake to the encroachments 
of the church party. As-they mention the Sunday 
issue in their call for the annual congress, we give 
below, in brief, a partial list of the outrages com- 
mitted, attempted, or contemplated by the Sunday- 
ites-during the last few weeks, as they hav been re- 
corded in the reactionary organs or the daily papers. 

: The Sabbath Union calls for activ work on the 
part. of Sabbath committees in twenty states against 
Sunday base ball; in some states more severe laws 
are demanded, and it is declared that a Sunday 
League, “as in the case of the Divorce Reform 
League,” can “secure uniform Sunday legislation 
in the several states.” This suggests the necessity 
for a “Free Sunday League,” to render nugatory 
the work of the proposed * Sunday League," as well 
as to bring to naught the schemes of existing Sab- 
batarian societies. 

A reverend correspondent of the American Sab- 


bath suggests 1 more meddling with the schools. He | 


says: 


“If the correspondence from our colleges were dated 


other than on Sunday, it would giv us another bit of in- 
fluence.” 

No doubt. Perhaps they will be able to get that 
* bit of influence” if the Covenanter committee ap- 
pointed for the purpose of cajoling or frightening 
school book publishers into the preparation of text- 
books permeated with arguments for a puritan, law- 
guarded Sunday, succeeds in its designe, Thatis a 
plot we must watch very closely. ` 

Mary A Woddbridge, corresponding secretary 
of the National Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union, in answer to the question, * What practical 
method would you suggest to counteract the influ- 
ence of the Sunday secular newspaper,” writes : 


` **T cannot conceive an équivalent counteracting influ- 
ence, and pray only for tbe enduement of power." 


By this she means the attainment of legal power: 


by thechurch, as the context of her letter shows. 
Rev. J. P. Sankey says : 

“If we oan only get public sentiment Tikon this 
question, the lawmakers will soon suppress the evil of 
Sunday secular newspapers.” 

That is, if a majority can be secured against Sun- 
day papers, they will be prohibited, regardless of 
the rights of the minority. 

In Canada an order of council forbids the open- 


ing of the canals on Sunday, and the lower house | 


of the Canadian Parliament has passed a Sunday 
law, without protest save from Taz Taoru ÑEEKER 
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and. American Sentinel. A Christian amendment 
to the national Constitution and two Sunday bills 
slumber in the committee rooms of Congress. They 
may be.awakened at any time when the national 
legislature meets again. One of these bills forbids 
Sunday mails and interstate commerce on Sunday. 

Stores closed in Merrill, Wisconsin, when a Chris- 
tian mayor was elected. Al churches join for per- 
secution, as at Steven’s Point, Wisconsin, where, at 
a Sunday closing mass-meeting, speeches were made 
by a Catholic priest, the prosecuting attorney, a 
physician, and a Baptist minister. At Pittsburg 
information was made against twelve fruit dealers 
for*#elling on Sunday. Speaking of the large num- 
ber of people who visit Schenley Park, Pittsburg, 
on Sunday, the Christian Reformer observes that 
they. certainly need the advantages afforded by 
the patks, “but it is a great wrong done to their 
souls to use the Sabbath to obtain that advantage.” 
Therefore, in order to save their souls for them, 
they-must be compelled by law to keep out of the 
parks on Sunday! Did the Inquisition ever do more 
than persecute men and women by law for their 
souls” health ? 

The Sundayites will not play fair, and, indeed, you 
could not expect fairness from people who are de- 
terrüined to load the dice of their opinions with the 
lead of legal statutes. Here, at this late day, after 
the fradulent means by which the so-called petitions 
for the closing of the Columbian Exposition on Sun- 
day hav been a thousand times exposed, comes the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,North, 
(“of God," as a Disciple friend of ours was in the 
habit of saying), and gravely asserts in formal reso- 
lutions that the “large majority of our American 
people” expressed their convictions agginst Sunday 
Opening of the Fair. Think of that! Do not these 
gentlemen know that they hav been forbidden to 
bear false witness ? 

To resume the enumeration of aggressions: W. 
B. Oapps, an Adventist, of Weakley county, Ten- 
nesses, is serving a long term in jail, working out a 
fine and costs at twenty-five cents a day, for plowing 
in his field on. Sunday. Adventists are threatened 
with mobbing in North Carolina and Maryland. The 
antagonism grows out of their attitude on Sunday 
question. Sunday “sacred” concerts were started 
at Riverview Park, Allegheney, Pennsylvania. Im- 
mense numbers attended. The Presbyterians raised 
a disturbance, the movers of the enterprise were 
intimidated, and the concerts ceased. Members of 
Harrisburg base-ball club were fined four dollars 
each and costs for Sunday playing. At Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, an attempt was made to close drug 
stores on Sunday. It failed through the strained 
interpretation of the law by & judge. But the law 
has not been repealed. Another judge can decide 
against Sunday opening. The Chicago common 
council passed an ordinance closing certain classes 
of business houses on Sunday. Mayor Hopkins 
vetoed the ordinance. The margin of victory was 
very small. 

“«United action on the part of the churches” 
stopped Sunday base-ball at the East End, Dayton, 
Ohio. Seventeen players were fined ten dollars 
each and costs. Business houses closed at Eaton 
and Marinette, Wisconsin. The Ministerial Asso- 
ciation of Muncie, Indiana, interfered with Sunday 
trade, and most of the shopkeepers “heeded the 
warning.” Sunday free bus line interdicted at 
Toronto, Canada. The religious press of Baltimore 
protests “against the rapid increase of Sunday re- 
sorts,” due to the electric roads. Once more science 
wounds superstition and helps the people. In many 
states, especially Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, the 
Sunday closing propaganda is being pushed with 
extreme vigor. At Johnstown, Pennsylvania, the 
police authorities hav forbidden the newsboys cry- 
ing Sunday papers. : 

The'New York Sabbath Association has just 
issued a lengthy pronunciamento. It seeks to 
secure such a Sunday law as will stop all Sunday 
business, including the sale of fruits, confectionery, 
and newspapers, and will stop Sunday excursions. 
This shows plainly that its objects are nefarious and 
might well be called criminal. Sunday traveling 
facilities should be vastly increased, for the mental, 


physical, and moral good of the people. In Chicago 
a strong legal fight is being made against Sunday ball 
playing. At New Canaan, Connecticut, a crusade 
against Sunday trade and recreation has been in 
augurated. Several arrests hav been made aud 
fines imposed. It is reported that a compromise 
will be effected, permitting open doors until 10 a.m. 
This would not satisfy the restaurants and livery- 
men. It is a conflict in which there may be an oc- 
casional lull, but no permanent settlement until the 
secular principle is frankly and fully accepted or the 
church returns to complete power. 

In Europe the Sunday worshipers are gaining 
some points. The Puritan idea is influencing the 
continent as the continental idea has acted upon 
opinion and Jaw in England and the United States. 
The contending forces are at present vibrating 
toward equilibrium. 

We have mentioned but a few of the outrages 
committed during the last three months by the 
Sunday meddlers and their tools There hav been 
also several decisions rendered recently by state 
supreme courts which hav been wholly favorable to 
the theocrats. We must do all we can to educate 
the people and to thwart the purposes of the Cove- 
nanter politicians. We fight from the vantage 
ground of the Constitution. We stand for equal 
freedom. We demand impartial justice. 


Freethought Does Not Sanction Persecution. - 
We had until very recently supposed that no 
Atheist, least of all the editor of an Atheist paper, 
would dispute the validity of the truism at the head 
of this article. But the Zronciad Age has given us 
a revelation. It seems that there is occasionally to 
be found an Atheist who denies the right of freedom 
of thought and expression'on religious subjects. It 
is unexplainable why all Atheists are not Free- 
thinkers and Liberals. 

Some weeks ago the Ironclad Age said: 

** We trust that the time will come when the cheerful 
doctrin of eternal torture will no longer be bellowed forth 
at camp-meetings and other godly assemblages by insane 
sensational rascals. We trust that the time will come 
when such work will be interdicted by law.” 

The American Sentinel sharply criticised the last 
sentence of the foregoing paragraph, and we heartily 
indorsed the Sentinel's condemnation thereof. Now 
comes the Zronclad Age with the assurance that it 
had passed by the American Sentinel's criticisms 
“as unworthy of notice.” Then it adds: 


“Referring to the ‘second paragraph,’ [the one just 
quoted], what is wrong with it except from a Christian 
standpoint? Even a dago knows that perjury is a crime. 
Is it not also as much of a crime to teach falsehood as to 
utter it? Isthe crime lessened by-the ‘so help me God 
that makes a lie the truth?’ If it is a crime to lie and to 
teach a lie, why should it not be interdicted by law?” 

Perhaps it is a waste of time and space to cross 
words with one who cannot distinguish between 
the crime of perjury and the propagation of erro- 
neous Opinions, but the fair name of Freethought 
cannot be permitted to be smirched in this abomin- 
able way. There is nothing wrong with “the second 
paragraph” from the the Christian standpoint, if 
for camp-meetings you substitute Freethought prop- 
aganda, but everything is wrong with it from the Lib- 
eralstandpoint. Freethought is nothing if not a pro- 
test against the interdiction of opinion by law. It 
is little that the church has’ taught falsehoods ; 
with men’s brains, and tongues, and pens left free, 
the false must hav yielded. place to the true. But 
it is much that the church has forced her creeds—it 
does not matter greatly whether they were true or 
false—upon the world by sword and flame. It was 
the propaganda by force of arms, by proscription 
and torture, that was the curse. That it was that 
for ceaturies destroyed the keenest intellects and 
noblest hearts of Christendom. That is why we 
hate or fear the church, as our temperaments may 
be. Had the church done nothing more than peace- 
fully teach false doctrins, we could to-day, in the 
light of greater knowledge, well afford to smile at 
her delusions and indulgently study her legends, 
without bitterness of soul or tears of anguish for 
the terrible past. But she persecuted and she 
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thought is militant instead of being purely schol- 

arly and scientific. We organize to defend our. | 
selvs, not against the teaching of untruths, but 
against the forcing -of religious dogmas down our | 
throats by law. Whether these dogmas are true 

or untrue is immaterial, in so far as the question of 

making them a part of the civil law is concerned. 

They are matters for individual choice or rejection, 
not for forcing on the minority by injunctions, in- 
dictments, and bayonets. . 

If, then, the church is loathed by us because she 
has “interdicted by law" what she called “lies,” 
why should we invite the execration of the future 
by interdieting by law what we call “lies.” The 
proposition is monstrous and the attempt to actu- 
alize it would be suicidal. 

Of course all Freethinkers are opposed to the 
compulsory judicial oath. That is not the issue- 
If a witness perjures himself, he wrongs the man in 
the dock or society, if it is a case of alleged crime, 
or the defendent or plaintiff, if it is a civil case. 
There is no analogy between his act and that of the 
preacher. They are not in the same category. This 
should need no argument. 

“Tf it isa crime to lie and to teach a lie, why 
should it not be interdicted by law ?” asks the Zron- 
clad Age. That is the question asked, mentally or 
aloud, by every man who has tortured his fellows 
for difference of opinion, in every age of the world. 
It appears impossible to get the virus of intolerance 
out of the blood of the race. Still it would seem that 
even the most bigoted could easily see that if the 
principle is once admitted that it is justifiahle to pun- 
ish one man for giving utterance to that which two 
other men hold to be false doctrins in religion, the 
way is opened for tlie persecution and extermina- 
tion of every minority by every majority. It is all 
a question of interpretation and power. Each is 
sure to maintain that he has the truth and that the 
gospel of his opponent is a “lie.” There can be no 
safety if the law i3 permitted to meddle in the least. 
This is what is meant by separation of church and 
state. This is the Freethought position. This is 
Secularism. To play false to or be lukewarm in 
defense of this fundamental principle underlying all 
orderly, peaceful, and fraternal human society is to 
open Pandora’s box. Even many Italians know this, 
and one of the noblest of them died at the stake, a 
victim to the opposing principle. It does not hurt 
him now to call him a “dago,” but those who sub- 
jected him to the agony of death by fire accepted 
and put into practice the identical principle of pro- 
scription for opinion’s sake that is now hotly 
advocated by one who flings at his countrymen this 
belittling epithet. They who murdered Bruno had 
far more excuse for thinking. that suppression of 
alleged falsehoods was permissible and even highly 
praiseworthy than hav those who enjoy the advantage 
of living in this age of comparativ enlightenment 
and gentleness. i 

Criticising the sentence that we hav been criticis- 
ing, the American Sentinel asked: * What right 
has the Jronclad Age to find fault that a witness is 
required to avow his belief in God before being 
permitted to testify?’ The question was entirely 
legitimate in view of the position taken by the Zron- 


clad Age that revivals should be prohibited by law. 


This led us to say: * The American Sentinel is 
perfectly right in its criticism of the Zronclad Age.” 
Now the latter paper quotes both of these aver- 
ments and proceeds to lash the two New York pa- 
pers for defending the judge who would not let a 
witness testify unless he would assert his belief in a 
God! Of course ali intelligent readers of all three 
of these journals knew that we had not the most 
remote intention of defending a religious test in 
any court of justice. It was perfectly plain that 
we were endeavoring to show how inconsistent and 
absurd it was for the Ironclad Age to denounce 
the Christian judge who required a profession of 
Theism from the intending witness, while it was it- 
self demanding the suppression of religious revi- 
vals. 

It is not necessary for us to deny the truth of 
the Indianapolis paper's assertion that this journal 
is not an upholder of the Atheistic position. Our 


would persecute to-day if she had the power.|attitude is too well known, and our arguments 
More—she does persecute, and that is why Free 'against Theism are too familiar to our readers to 
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call for a categorical disclaimer of the ridiculous 
charge. If to “cautiously-trot round on the out- 
skirts of Infidelity” is fairly descriptiv of a firm, 
. consistent, and earnest defense of the essentials of 
Freethought, then we cheerfully plead guilty. We 
will continue to patrol the picket lines and pick up 
stragglers and guerrillas and send them back into 
camp to be put through a course of drilling in 
Freethought tactics. ` 


A Prophet Come to Judgment. 
Animadverting upon the case of J. B. Wise, the 
Atlanta Constitution says : 
“It strikes ts that when aman with evil intentions 
makes improper use of a portion of the Scriptures in a 


manner that is calculated to injure public morals he com- 
mits a crime and should be punished.” 


That would induce mirth in a granit boulder. 
Note the gratuitous assumptions: It is taken for 
granted that Mr. Wise was actuated by evil inten- 
tions when he sent the quotation from the Bible 
to. Rev. Mr. Vennum, that he made improper use of 
a portion of Scripture, and in a manner calculated 
to injure public morals! How does the Constitu- 
tion know that Mr. Wise had evil intentions when 
he called Mr. Vennum’s attention to a passage in 
‘the Bible? Is it a matter of course that a man is 
. desperately depraved when he. points out contra- 
dictions or other imperfections in that volume ? 
And in asking the minister to explain, if he could, 
the presénce of that particular passage in a book 
alleged to teach nothing but the purest morals, how 

did Mr. Wise make improper use of a portion of the 
scriptures? Is it not permissible to request the 
“authorized ” expounders of the Bible to explain 
and harmonize its contents? What is their mission, 
anyway, if it does not include. the doing of such 
work? The richest morceau, however, of the Con- 
stitution’s intellectual dainties is found in its asser- 
tion that the sending of the card was “calculated 
to injure public morals”! Whose “public” 
morals?’ Rev. H. B. Vennum’s? Is it to be pre- 
sumed that the Bible is so vile and so terribly 
dangerous in its influence that when a minister 
reads a copy of one of its off-color passages he is in 
imminent peril of going to thé bad and making a 
public exhibition of his private morals? It seems 
to us that the Constitution is unnecessarily severe 
on both the book and the minister, and anyway, 
probably Mr. Vennum had read the text before. 
How could he know that the Bible is all God’s word 
if he had not read it all? Once more the Atlanta 
paper: j 

“He [Mr. Wise] should not be permitted to shield 
himself behind the plea that he was merely quoting from 
the Bible. The man who deliberately picks out single 
sentences from the Bible that wil suggest impure 
thoughts and then makes them publie, is an enemy to 
society, morality, and religion. There should be a heavy 
penalty for such offenders, and it is to be hoped that Mr. 
Wise will not escape." 

Just think of that! The Bible “suggest impure 
thoughts”? And it is a thick-and-thin Christian 
who makes the charge! Nothing could be more 
discouraging to the humble worker in the vineyard 
of the Lord. Would it not be a good plan to get 
out an expurgated edition of the work, and then 
burn all copies of the old editions? If that were 
done Mr. Wise’s guns would be spiked; he could 
not again so easily make himself “an enemy to s0- 
ciety, morality, and religion." Just imagin, if you 
can, the spectacle the Freethinker would present 
who should denounce a Christian for copying a 
“single” paragraph from the “Age of Reason,” or 
from one of Ingersoll’s lectures, and mailing it to 
a representativ of organized Freethought. Sup- 
pose the Freethinker should call that Christian “an 
enemy to society, morality, and religion,” and should 
demand a “heavy penalty for such offenders "— 
what would the Constitution say? It would most 
likely assert that the Freethinker was tyrannical as 
well as hysterical, or that the Liberal book needed 
revision, if not more severe treatment. 

It happens that Mr. Wise did not make “ publie " 
this tabooed quotation from the Bible. Mr. Ven- 
num has done that. Before the echoes of this per- 
secution hav died away tens of thousands of Chris- 
tians will hav taken down their Bibles or borrowed 

_copies and looked up the passage. Qn Mr. Yen- 


should rest all the responsibility. If he had not 
been so eager to revenge himself upon the heretic, 


of the Bible read without their context, the impli- 
cation being that read in connection with the con- 
text they are harmless. 
in to save the book in its entirety from prosecution 
under the law against obscene literature. But most 


num’s shoulders will rest and on his conscience 


nothing of this would hav occurred. 
The Constitution objects to having certain parts 


Probably this plea is put 


of the judges who hav presided at the trials of men 
arrested under that law for transmitting through the 


mails works on social reform and physiology, hav 


held that so long as the indicted passages remained 
therein, the pamphlets and papers which were pros- 
ecuted must be shut out of the mails. That ruling 
would keep the Bible out of the mail sacks, for the 
Constitution admits that parts of it are so bad that 
the man who makes them public outside of the 
Bible itself is *an enemy to society, morality, and 
religion." i 

“ No good citizen—no Christian—ever hunted up cer- 
tain peculiar passages in the Old Testament and published 


them without their context. This should be the test.” 


It is no doubt true that no partisan of the Bible, 
no Christian, ever made much public use of these 
* certain peculiar passages," for to do so would hav 
been highly impolitic, but many of the best men 
and women who hav lived hav insisted on calling 
the attention of the Christian world to them and to 
other unsavory parts of that book, and so effectiv 
has been their work that the Old Testament has 
largely ceased to be appealed to by even the most 
devout believersas a standard of morals and justice. 
It is now realized that the work is human in its 
origin, and has very many of the imperfections that 
characterize all the works of man. 


Among the latest hair-lifting canards of the “ pa- 
iriots" is the report, duly scare-headed, that “ the 


general cause of hard times is due to the action of 


Roman Catholic capitalists in the United States,” 


who are working “in secret” to impoverish America 


and enrich Rome. This is the real cause and mean- 


ing of the investment of English capital in the 


United States, we are gravely told. And there are 
numbers of people, generally esteemed of fair in- 
telligence, who giv generous hospitality to these 
talés, and so help make the cause of genuin secu- 
larization ridiculous, and inevitably strengthen 
Rome by the circulation of charges which excite 
only the derision of thoughtful conservativs and 
progressists. 


Attention is called to the statistics of property 
exempt from taxation in the state of New York. 
By the United States census of 1890 there was at 
that time a total of $140,123,008 of church prop- 
erty in this state. According to the report of 
Comptroller Roberts the churches, parsonages, and 
cemeteries exempted from taxation are valued at 
$134,761,444. The factor of cemetaries makes it 
uncertain how nearly these two aggregates repre- 
sent the same property. Then we find that $53,- 
987,184 worth of charitable and reformatory insti- 
tutions is also exempt. Many of these institutions, 
and the most wealthy, are sectarian. Referring to 
church cemetaries, the property holders near one of 
the recently laid out parks in the upper part of the 
city are complaining because Trinity Corporation 
has thrown all the burden of the additional tax 
levy on them. 


The Freethought Letter Writing Corps will this 
week direct its attention to the New York World. 
That paper is now trying to arouse public interest 
in the Sunday question. It points out the need for 
much better and more entensiv facilities for recre- 
ation and instruction on Sunday. It demands 
more parks and fewer meddling laws. It shows how 
difficult it is for the greater number of the poorer 
people in the larger cities to enjoy themselvs in a 


healthful and non-invasiv manner on the first day of. 


the week. Help the World in this fight for g 


happy and useful Sunday for the people by writing. 
short letters explanatory of the fundamental prin? 


ciples that we hold The World has an immense 


circulation, and this is a splendid opportunity for] 


‘the citizens-of any state. 
| a law-compeélled universal “rest day” were neces- 


us to reach hundreds of thousands of readers who 
never see a distinctivly Freethought paper. 
cS ee alle PREIS 


Mr. Samuel P. Putnam is now working up the 


annual congress of the Liberals. * The combined 
convention of the Freethought Federation and 
the American Secular Union will doubtless be 
a very enjoyable affair and should be productiv o 
much good to-the cause of equal justice. "There is 
a great deal of “magnetism” in Mr. Putnam, and 
although he has heavily charged “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” with it, there is no doubt 
that he has enough left to kindle enthusiasm at 
Chieago in October. 1 
Years" is progressing as rapidly as possible under 

the circumstances, and we hope to be able soon to 

announce its completion. The book and Tux Tgoru 

SEEKER for one year are still entered for $6,50, in 

advance, and the subscriber's name goes into: the 

book as that of one of the original patrons. ‘The 

book alone costs $5, with the same privileges.. We 

hav received: the following additional names since 

the last acknowledgment was made: Texas—A. 

Ockander ; New York~James J. Mills ; _Massachu- . 
setts—A. W. Sturdy; West Virginia—John: R. 

Selbe. m 


Work on “Four Hundred 


Rev. T. P. Stevenson is one of the leaders of: the 


National Reform Association. He is special secre- 
‘tary for marriage and divorce laws. In answer to 
the criticiem that it is not properly a part of that 
Association's work to seek the “reform” of guch 
Jaws, he gays in the Christian Reformer: 


“Its [thé\Association’s] work for the Sabbath, for the 


Bible in the Behools, and every other of its special: de- 
partments rests on its central principle of the paramóunt 
authority of Christ over man iu all relations, and the su- 
premacy of his moral laws. 
riage and divorce laws necessitates the presenting of the 
claims of Obrist as the nation’s Lord and King, and of 


The discussion of our, mar- 


the guilt and danger of the nation which: enacts laws in 
defiance of his authority.” M 


People of progressiv, scientific tendencies: will 


perceive that there is something very superstitious 
and delusiv in the orthodox cry for the revolution 
of our laws of marriage and divorce. With’ the 


theocrats it is not a question of human needs, but 
of asserted godly commands. Because a man gaid 
to hav lived about two thousand years ago. is} de- 
clared to hav made certain statements regarding 
the relations of the sexes, we of to-day must ‘accept 
as infallibly true and unquestionably authorifativ 
those traditional utterances and conform al} our 
laws and social relations to their letter and. spirit, 
regardless of all experience militating against; the 
wisdom of those ancient averments and oblivious 
to all the light of the present. **Ohrist" is:our 
“King” and we must submit, no matter what! the 
cost. This is one of the slaveries which the sugcess 
of the theocrats would fasten upon us. E 
SOSS 

In the course of an argument in favor ‘of the 
proposition to issue series of text-books, for, the 
public schools, which shall contain a.certain—prob- 


ably a quite large-—amount of matter in support of 


the extreme theocratic conception of a Sabbath, the 
Christian Reformer givs to the world this remark- ' 

able syllogism : ee asi. ek 
** The state is under obligation to teach what is neces- 
sary for its own welfare. The Sabbath is essential fo the 
welfare of the state. It follows, therefore, that the state 
should teach the. duty of Sabbath observance ij the 

schools.” ° i 
Assuming that the paper means that the ‘state 
should in the public schools teach the duty of. .Sab- 
bath observance, it is proper to remark that the 
minor premise has yet to be established. It i$ not 
proven that the universal observance of a particular 
day by voluntary abstention from all work and re- 
creation is essential to the welfare of a state, that 
is, of:course, of the people. (Even the Spanish In- 
quisition might be necessary to the welfare of & 
despotic governmeni— such, to illustrate, as. that 
which the National Reform Association is moving 
heaven and earth to establish.) Still less has it 
been demonatrated that a compulsorily observed 
universal Sabbath of idleness, gloom, and fear-born 
religious pretensions is essential to the. welfare of 
But if it were true that 


sary to the perpetuation of a given government, auch 
fact'would be prima facie evidence that that gov- 
verüment was not worth perpetuating. 
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Gommuntications. 


A Lesson for Mr. Hays, 


It is far better to think without talking, than it 
is to talk without thinking. 

A man who. cannot reason cannot be convinced 
by reason.. f 

A man who can talk without advancing an argu- 
ment, is incapable of appreciating an argument. 

A man who never studies but one side of a ques- 
tion is the most positiv man in the world. 

Galileo taught the rotundity and revolution of 
the earth and the central position of the sun. He 
was brought before the inquisitors on a charge of 
heresy. No man of his time was more capable of 
explaining the solar theory than he. To the in- 
quisitors the old: Ptolemaic theory must be right, 
therefore the Copernican system must be wrong. 
It was one of thousand cases where prejudice and 
ignorance triumph over reason. 

A man who was digging a well said to his boy, 
« That schoolmaster may be a great man, but when 
he talks about the world ‘turnin’’ over, I don't 
want you to pay any attention to his nonsense. 
I left the pick and shovel and crow-bar in the well, 
and if the world turns over ‘them’ tools won’t be 
in the well in the ‘mornin’,’ they'll all slide out.” 

Perhaps it would be better to leave such men to 
the slow. process of evolution than to try to convince 
them of error. 

It is claimed that a tariff enriches a country and 
gives the working man better wages. Then it must 
follow that to lower the tariff would tend to im- 
poverish the country and reduce wages. And to 
abolish it entirely would bring utter ruin upon the 
country and make the wage earner work for noth- 
ing. If this be true, then the tariff could be raised 
high enough to make the country rich beyond all 
parallel in a short time, and to give to the wage 
earner such a high price for his labor that he could 
. retire in a few years. 

Why don’t these high tariff men all emigrate to 
Mexico. They would find a very paradise of pro- 
tection there. There is a tariff wall built around 
the entire country, and also around each state and 
municipality. Here is tariff enough to satisfy the 
most rabid. Nothing can enter Mexico unless it pays. 
a duty. Nothing can pass from one state to another 
without paying toll when it passes the line. Here 
must be found a perfect heaven for protectionists. 
And if wealth and prosperity follow in the wake of the 
tariff, as is claimed, Mexico ought to be the richest 
and most prosperous country in the world, and a 
few years of toil ought to put the day laborer beyond 
the reach of want. But do these conditions seem 
to materialize in Mexico as the result of a high 
tariff? 

It strikes me that free trade England, even with 
the drawback of her laws of primogeniture and her 
pampered clergy, and bloated aristocracy, would 
compare favorably with Mexico with her walls of 
tariff protection. 

Now there is a matter which must be settled be- 
fore the people can act intelligently upon the tariff 
question, viz., who pays the tariff tax. Mr. Hays 
Says: 

“This fallacy is well expressed in Mr. Peck’s own 
words, ‘This tax, whatever it may be, is added to 
the price of the goods, and is ultimately paid by the 
consumer.’ Upon this rotten dogma rests every 
argument he has produced, and with it every argu- 
ment falls.” 

Let us see how the argument falls. A friend of 
mine went to Canada and bought some horses. I 
asked him how much they cost him. He opened a 
book in which he had put down every item of ex- 
pense from the time he left home until he returned. 
The price of each horse was set down and the duty 
he paid. These items were added up, and the 
amount was divided by the number of horses. 
Then, said he, they cost me an average of so much, 
ahd to realize a reasonable profit I must sell them 
for so much. 

Now.who paid the duty? How far does my ar- 
gument fall? Was not the duty added to the price 
of the horses, and did not those who purchased the 
horses ultimately have the duty to pay? 

I have seen it stated that all foreign goods were 
brought to this country by foreigners and that they 
paid the duty. As silly asthe statement is, people 
are made to believe it. Ifa Canadian had brought 
the horses here the result would hav been the same. 
He would hav asked the same price here he did in 
Canada, duty and expenses added. 

. My business has called me along the St. Lawrence 
river. All along that river petty smuggling is con- 
stantly carried on. The people quite frequently 
showed me their purchases and told me what they 
paid over the line, and what they would hav cost 


wrapped in laces and silks. 
way of getting liquors over the line without paying 


the goods and paid by the consumer, why do con- 
sumers smuggle goods? The people along the bor- 
der know the difference between the prices of goods 
when the duty is paid and when it is not paid, and 
they know that when they smuggle the goods they 
save just the difference. 

«I call upon him (Mr. Peck) to point to one sin- 
gle dollar that he has ever been taxed, or ever been 
obliged to pay by a protection tariff.” 

I have always been using such goods as they 
smuggle and have never smuggled any, therefore, I 
have been compelled to pay the price of the goods 
with the duty added, which has cost me not only 
* ope dollar," but many hundreds. 

«I call upon him to name a half dozen protected 
articles which are not cheaper to-day than when 
they were free from duty. If Mr. Peck can pay duty 
and get three pounds of wire nails for the same 
price that he paid for one pound without duty,” ete. 
In 1848 I lived in a house which was put together 
with nails which cost thirty-two cents a pound; every 
nail was hand made. When I was a boy we used 
English pins with wire heads—we now hav a better 
pin with solid head for less than half the money. 

To-day I was looking at & wagon, and told the 
owner that fifty years ago it took three times the 
labor to produce a wagon not as good. 

The cotton gin saved a vast amount of hand labor 
and lessened the expense of producing all kinds of 
cotton fabrics. Every device which saves time and 
labor tends to lower the price of commodities. He 
is but a superficial thinker who believes that these 
wonderful changes in the prices of products hav 
been brought about by the tariff. For these changes 
we are indebted to Yankee skill and Yankee inge- 
nuity, and not to any change in the tariff. I hav 
now answered every point raised by Mr. Hays that 
could be construed into an argument. And even 
the points which I have answered are mere state- 
ments, there is no argument behind them. If Mr. 
Hays regards the following as argument, then we 
differ as to what constitutes argument. 

* The statement above quoted is unsustained by 
a reasonable theory, unsupported by a single fact, 
as absurd as the plagues of Egypt, untenable as the 
geologv of Moses—assertions that have been re- 
futed a thousand different times in a thousand dif- 
ferent ways by a thousand different facts.” 

This is what Horace Greely would call “ hifalu- 
ten.” I wonder what Mr. Hays thinks this gush of 
words has to do with the tariff. So far as any ar- 
gument is concerned he might as well have filled 
the space with ciphers. He seems to have reached 
the half-way house between wind and wisdom. 

The sermons of fifty years ago were interlarded 
with just such bulky paragraphs in regard to Infidels 
in general and “Old Tom Paine” in particular. It is 
the old Christian way of meeting an argument—a 
mere gush of words and will apply to one thing as 
well as another. Corner a minister and he will re- 
sort to just such flash-in-the-pan-moonshine non- 
sense. From a pulpit pounder such a volume of 
windy words would not surprise me, but I did not 
look for such a splash of words from one who as- 
sumes to be authority on so grave a question. 

Now, if there is anything in the tariff, why not 
get the most out of it? Why should not New Eng- 
land levy a tax on Western pork and beef and grain? 
They certainly come in direct competition with what 
is raised there and they might derive quite a revenue 
from Western products sold in their market. And 
why should not the West lay a duty on Eastern 
manufactures and * protect" the “ infant industries” 
of the West? 

If we derive a benefit from a tariff on English 
goods, why should not California lay a tax on hats, 
boots and shoes, and cloth manufactured in Rhode 
Island and Massachusetts? Three thousand miles 
by water are no more than three thousand miles on 
land? 

Why should noteach state derive a revenue from 
the goods brought in from other states? The com- 
merce between the states is so great that if each 
state would put on a tariff high enough, it would 
soon become rich from the revenue derived from all 
the others. 

Now, if such a system of taxation would prove 
suicidal, as everybody will see it must, why should 
New England be prohibited from getting coal where 
it is cheapest and most convenient? Why should 
not the people have the privilege of buying and 


here. Now, what induced the people to smuggle 
goods if it was not to save the duty, which would 
be added to the price of the goods if bought here? 

I boarded with a custom house officer for a short 
time, and every day almost, he told me of some at- 
tempt to evade the duty on goods—-women were 
It seemed that human 


invention had been put to the rack to discover some 


the duty. If the duty is not added to the price of 


were. no infinite gods. 
records extend—and back of them we cannot go— 


selling in the markets of Canada and Mexico and 
any other market where they find it convenient and 
profitable to do so? 

The principle of the tariff fully carried out would 
make the blacksmith pay a tax on shoeing the 
tailor’s horse and make the tailor pay a tax on 
making a coat for the blacksmith. Whenever a 
principle strikes at human rights I will fight it to 
the death. If I have not got the right to buy and 
sell where I can do so the most conveniently and 
advantageously then I hav no rights at all. 

The tariff had its origin in a system of blackmail 
—a species of highway robbery—although it was 
practiced on the high seas, and it was little better 
than piracy. Afterwards it was adopted by tyran- 
nical rulers as a means of raising revenue. Vast 
sums were raised in this unseen manner which 
would have caused open revolt if the same amount 
had been raised by direct taxation. Is it not strange 
that the force of habit will cause the people to fight 
for the freedom of taxation—fight for the freedom 
to hold slaves and even fight for the privilege of 
being enslaved! When a man will fight for his own 
enslavement he has reached the lowest depths of 
human degradation. Joun PECK. 

[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEE. | 


—p— 
Can We Dispense With the Deity. 
Rerry vo S. F. Benson. 
There is a sense in which every man. creates his 
own deity, as every man creates his own world. In- 


dividual conceptions or ideas of God vary as do in- 
dividual ideas or conceptions of the universe. For- 
mer generations held, for instance, very different 
ideas of the cosmos from th.se that prevail to-day. 
But itis our business as rational beings to bring 
our ideas, as far as possible, into harmony with ab- 
solute truth. Science enables us to reform and 
correct our ideas in regard to the natural universe, 
and revelation does the same for our ideas concern- 
ing God. . 


To declare infinite power, unerring wisdom, etc., 


impossible attributes is to make the deity impossi- 
ble, since these are inseparable from any adequate 
idea of God. Less than infinite attributes will not 
satisfy the infinite cravings of the human soul made 
“in His image.” 
lize an infinite Deity. 


And it is impossible to monopo- 


In my argument with Mr. Wettstein I endeavored 


to. show that spirit is fully as demonstratable to me 
as matter is to him, and that as good, if not better, 
proofs can be offered of the existence and realty of 
the former as of the latter. 


So far from denying 
my own personal existence, I have insisted all 
along that it is the one fact of which I am abso- 


lutely certain, and thus serves as the basis for what- 
ever knowledge I may possess of anything else. 


There is no more necessity for the infinite God 


to “crowd the whole physical universe out of exist- 
ence to make room for himself” than there is for 
the omniprescent law of cohesion or attraction to 
crowd the whole physical universe out of exist- 


ence to make room for itself. Does Brother 


Benson prefer to take his godliness in homeo- 


pathic doses? . 
We do not know that in primitive times there 
As far back as human 


these ideas prevail. Instead of natural objects and 
processes being the original gods and these being 
gradually idealized, the very reverse is true. Ideality 
with its appropriate garb of symbolism marks the 
dawn of all human history, and the traditions of 
every race take us back through the days of myth, 
fable and allegory into the very presence of the im- 
mortal God from whom they all claim to have sprung. 
That God was worshipped through various natural 
objects that were the acknowledged types and sym- 
bols of his various attributes is true, as in the 
Hebrew scriptures he is called a rock, a lion, a 
fortress, a sun. and shield, etc. It is also true that 
in process of time, as the religious idea degenerated, 
the symbol itself came to be deified by the simple- 
minded and ignorant, yet in the beginning of each 
form of religion it was not so. The mass of the 
Persians were probably fire worshipers, yet in the 
earlier and purer days of the Zoroastrian faith, ag 
among the Druids, it was clearly perceived that fire 
was not the deity himself, but only his sacred sym- 
bol. s 
As natural science teaches us that we must look 
toa source above and beyond our earth for the 
vivifying light and heat that are so essential to our 
physical existence, so spiritual science, reason and 
analogy teach us that there must be a higher source 
than ourslves for the light of wisdom and the warmth 
of vivifying love that are no less essential to our 
existence us truly human beings. The lesson that 
science inculeates that all things have some source 
or origin beyond themselves leads us likewise to 
trace all spiritual things to their origin, And as 
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skeptical science laughs at an aecount of the crea- 
tion that would bring light into existence several 
days before the sun was created, so natural analogy 
rejects the idea that intelligence and love should 
have no higher origin than the creatures that are 
evidently their recipiants. The sun of righteous- 
ness is no less essential for truly human existence 
than is the glowing orb around which our little 
planet revolves. 

Ideas are creatures of youth, and our first im- 
pressions. from which ideas are formed, are received 
from without. During our mental childhood, we are 
as dependent upon others for our ideas as we are 
during our physical childhood for our bodily suste- 
nance. And some, apparently, never outgrow their 
mental childhood—never seem to be able to distin- 
guish between an argument and an assumption— 
an assertion and a demonstration. And the best 
evidence of intellectual maturity is the development 
of that. rational faculty that enables us to discern 
between the true and the false, the seeming and the 
real, as the eye distinguishes light from darkness, 
and thus receive ideas by the inner way—by intui- 
tion or direct revelation from within. While the 
eye has no powerto originate light, it has the ability 
to recognize, receive and use it. So the mind, while 
it cannot originate truth, cau recognize it when pre- 
sented, receive it and apply it. But he who receives 
truth receives it not for himself alone, but for others 
as well For it is divinely ordained that the wine 
of wisdom and the bread of affection—that daily 
sacrament by which our souls are fed and sustained: 
—shall not only be received by those to whom they 
are first given, but communicated—passed from 
hand to hand. This is the real “communion of 
saints.” 

And in every age of the world men of superior 
receptive capacity have been raised up—men like 
Copernicus or Galileo, Froebel or Oberlin. Martin 
Luther or Emanuel Swedenborg, Thomas Paine or 
Henry George—to whom a larger measure of truth 
could be given, and through whose ministry therace 
could be lifted up to higher levels scientific. educa- 
tional, religious or social. True prophets of the 
Lord are they so long as they are faithful to the 
divine voice that speaks to and through them—true 
apostles of the Lord while doing their best to dis- 
seminate the light they have received for the benefit 
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more must still be done. 
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ion," uttered but a few decades later. Both were 


petrated in thy name! But Liberty is no less pre- 
cious, Religion no less sacred, and Wisdom no less 
desirable because their names and authority hav 
been borrowed by their opposites. 
men who could not seem to distinguish between lib- 
erty and license and who hav denounced freedom 
because to them it meant simply the freedom of 
some to do as they please regardless of the wishes 
or welfare of every oné else, which is about equal 


«T say, Pat,” says Denis, “isn’t wan man as good 
* Indade he is,” replies Pat with energy, “and a 
who is the “one man” he. 
And there are people who have no clearer idea of 


what constitutes wisdom or religion. 


(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 


Freethought Federation—Treasurer’s Report. 


The following are the contributions to the treas- 
‘ury of the Freethought Federation of America since 
last report. We.thank our friends for their gener- 
ous support, and that we hav not been compelled 
at any time to look. into an empty treasury. We 
hav tried to do the best we could with the means at 
hand. Something has been done; and something 


hav decided to hold the Liberal Congress next 
It is hoped that there will be a large 
gathering; and that the friends of the Federation 
willliberally contribute to the expenses. 
funds especially for hall rent and for advertising. 
It costs a great deal to advertise in the papers of a 
large city like Chicago, but adverlising pays. 
draws attention to our work, and we get better re- 
ports of our meetings, in the daily press; and in 
this way our principles are more widely spread. 
We ask friends to contribute to the best of their 
ability. Send to E. C. Reichwald, treasurer, 234 
South Water street, Chicago. 
: CONTRIBUTIONS: 


queen, who was said to prey on children, and whose 
name became an equivalent for witch. To this day 
Russian Jews believe in and attempt to propitiate - 
Lilith. In the curious passage in Proverbs xxx, 15. 
“the horse-leach hath two daughters erying, Giv, 
Giv,” again it should be “ Alukah hath two daugh- 
ters.” Alukah was another name of. an evil spirit 
—a sort of nemesis or vampire supposed to hover 
o’er the sinner like an evil fate. So in Psalms xci. 
6, for “the pestilence which walketh in darkness,” 
we should read * Debher who stalketh in darkness” 
—Debher being related to the Babylonian plague- 
demon, Dibbara; and in the latter part of the verse 
we should read “from Keteb "—that is, the demon 
destroys at noon-day; for so the Targum renders 
it. In all these cases the authorized version con- 
ceals the evidence that the Bible writers believed in 
demons. 

It may be said that the Hebrew terms, if untrans- 
lated, are meaningless; whereas the rendering of 
the Authorized Version givs some meaning. But 
this is my objection—that the meaning given is a 
wrong one. The fact that the Hebrew term is 
meaningless at once suggests inquiry. while the 
other puts it aside by a perversion. The person 
who reads that “he brought out the grove from . 
the house of the Lord” (2 Kings xxiii, 6) may 
wonder how the deuce a grove got into Solomon’s 
shanty. But a person who reads in the Revised 
Version that it was the Asherah he brought out 
will be prepared to read the essay on “Phallic 
Worship Among the Jews,” in “ Bible Studies.” 

A prime necessity for the right understanding of 
old faiths is, that personifications should remain 
personifications. What a jumble we should make 
of Vedic religion if for “Agni” we always read 
“fire,” or of Greek if for “Hera” we read “ air.” 
Rationalizers would hav us read “the accuser,” 
instead of “Satan,” and turn the story of the 
temptation of Christ into an allegory. The only 
rational result of such interpretation is to make 
God and Christ just as much an allegory as Satan. 

A deliberate perversion of a proper name, amount- 
ing to forgery, is the insertion of » in Judges xviii, 
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denounced as heretics, and Swedenborg was ac- 
cused of rejecting the Bible because, seeing the in- 
congruities uf the letter that killeth, he claimed that 
it was indeed throughout what St. Paul calls it—an 
allegory, and showed how the internal sense, the 
spirit that giveth life, reconciles all contradictions 
and removes all absurdities. Paine rejected the 
literal text for the same reason that Swedenborg 
did; not having the key to its true meaning, he had 
not his reason for accepting it as the word of the 
God he honored and adored. Both men taught the 
doctrine of liberty of thought and both shared the 
common fate of those who are ahead of their times. 


To instance a tithe of 


Messianic prophecies 


family Bible. 


—— 
Perversions of Scripture. 


holy word found in our English translation, 
appointed to be read in churches, would take an 
entire number of the Freethinker. 
are perversions 
Hebrew, as can be seen for the most part from the 
revised version or from Benisch’s Jewish school and 
For the present I confine myself to 
but one class of perversions—that of proper names. 
The revised version made a stride toward exactness 


that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table 
for that troop, and that furnish the drink-offering 
unto that number,” should read, * But ye that for- 
sake Jahveh, that forget my sacred hill. that array 
a table for Gad and mix drink for Meni.” The 
Revised Version has. “that prepare a table for 
Fortune .and that fill up mingled wine into 
Destiny.” Verse 16 of the same chapter, instead 
of “the god of truth,” should be “ the god Amen,” 
the Egyptian god, whose worship was established 
in Palestine by Ramses II., who is declared in the 
Harris papyrus to hav erected in Philistia a Ram- 


the perversions of God’s 


All the alleged 
of the 


in allowing some of these to remain untranslated. 
Thus the misleading “grove” of the authorized 
version is now “Asherah,” and known to pertain 
to the worship of the Assyrian goddess. The re- 
visers ought to hav gone much farther in this direc- 
tion. Jahveh should be substituted in every place 
where we now find the Lord; Elohim should be in 
place of God; Elyon for most high; Psalm i, 1 
should read El-Elohim Jahveh;* Shaddai for Al- 
mighty; Kadosh for holy one; and Kadoshim for 
holy ones. The god of truth, Isaiah lxv, 16 should 
appear asAmen. Sheol should hav appeared in the 
passages rendered the pit, ‘the grave, and hell; 
while the hell of the New Testament should hav 
been Gehenna, or Hades as it appears in the Greek. 

The misrendering of personal names and personi- 
fications leads often to an entirely wrong concep- 
tion. Forinstance, the word rendered “scapegoat ” 
in Leviticus xvi is Azazel, and Azazel was a personal 
spirit of evil. This is seen in the revised version of 
Leviticus xvi, 8, “And Aaron shall cast lots upon 
two goats, the one lot for the Lord, (Jahveh) and 
the other lot for Azazel,” the one being as much a 
personal spirit as the other. The “screech-owl” of 
our Isaiah xxxiv, 14, ought to be Lilith, the spirit 
of the night, who was fabled to bethe wife of Adam, 
his nightly consort. The vulgate renders [the 
Greek term] by Lamia, the name of the Libyan 


messeum to Amen in the city of Canaan. This god 
has found his way into all Christian liturgies. 

There is another kind of perversion, which con- 
sists in putting sense and beauty where there are 
none in the original. Now, both the Hebrew and 
Greek are replete with verbal faults and illogical- 
ities, which are usually respectably covered over by 
our beautiful English translation. Sometimes they 
peep Out, as in the jumble of Ecclesiastesiv 16 and 
Job xxviii. 3, 4, or the illogicalities of * Ye shall 
all be sold unto your enemies for bondmen and 
bondwomen, and no man shall buy you" (Deut. 
xxvii 68), or the famous bull of 2 Kings xix, 35 and 
Isaiah xxxvii. 36, “And when they arose early in the 
morning behold they were all dead corpses.” Our 
translators have been more decent than the Holy 
Ghost, substituting “abominations " for “dungy 
gods ” (Deut. xxix. 17), and toning down some of 
the purple passages in Ezekiel and the Song of 
Songs which is not Solomon's— Uncle Benjamin, in 
London Freethinker. 


For it is not so much to his contemporaries as to 
posterity that the man of advanced ideas hands 
down the cup of salvation and the bread of life 
that he has received from the bountiful table of the 
father of us all. 

That the wisdom that never. errs “not only de- 
ludes men into every possible absurdity, but pre- 
pares their minds for every form of foolishness and 
folly,” is about as rational a statement as that liberty 
fetters the soul, education dwarfs the mind, or that 
love hates/ Brother Putnam charges all the ills 
that hav cursed mankind to religion. Brother Ben- 
son attributes them to the wisdom that never errs! 
But doubtless he is ironical, for Wisdom is always 
justified of her children, 2. e., the results. If these be 
wise and beneficial their rightful lineage is thereby 
vindicated ; if foolish or hurtful, meaningless or ab- 
surd, then are they evidently not the offspring 
of Wisdom, but of Folly. As well expect to gather 
grapes of thorns or figs from thistles, as the fruits 
of Wisdom from the tree of Folly, or to suppose 
that Wisdom can engender Folly or Folly ever 
bring forth ought but foolishness. ; 

Tt has well been said O Liberty, what crime 
hav been committed in thy name!” And it may 
be said with equal aptness, O Religion—O Wisdom, 
what horrors hav been wrought, what madness per- 


a 

One of the seven things which are “an abomina- 
tion” in the sight of our heavenly father is “a proud 
look” (Prov. vi, 17). We should therefore look 
very much ashamed when we remember that we are 
his children and that he was the father of people 
whom he killed for Joshua, 
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** Testimonies” to Christ. 

No other character in history has received the ex- 
travagant eulogies, the unjustifiable and indiscrim- 
inate laudation, accorded to the central figure of the 
Christian religion. The followers of Jesus never 
falter in their assertion that he was a perfect man, 
whose teachings and examples were the grandest in 
the history of ethics. This foolish exaltation of 
the man of Nazareth, I regret to say, is not wholly 
confined to Christians. Some prominent Freethink- 
ers hav bended the knee to this old relie of sun- 
worship. Renan’s absurd statement is a case in 
point. Even Colonel Ingersoll in my opinion, 
overestimates the real value of the Sermon on the 
Mount. When the character of Christ is criticised, 
modern Christians will shield themselvs behind 
these “Infidel testimonies,” and we often find tracts 
and books issued by religious houses full of such 
quotations. Some Freethinkers, of course, are re- 
sponsible for this, and to add fuel to the fire, Chris- 
tians misquote and misrepresent what great Infidels 
hav said. As I write, I hav before me a work en- 
titled, “Infidelity Refuted by Infidels,” by Samuel 
P. Sprencher, D.D., and here we find one entire 
chapter of these testimonials. So far as testimonials 
are concerned, they are the cheapest things in the 
world and the easiest to get. The majority of them 
are from Deistic Infidels and Unitarians. The wor- 
ship of Jesus is a superstition, and with some it is 
the last one to be east off. Ninety-nine out of a 
hundred modern Freethinkers will repudiate the 
sentiments of this class of Liberals. We also find 
a favorable word for Jesus invariably quoted by 
such authors as Mr.Sprencher, but where the writer 
has criticised him, good care is taken not to 
mention the fact. He quotes from Rousseau, but 
every one knows that his quotation for this purpose 
is a most ridiculous fraud, for Rousseau is here not 
supposed to speak his own sentiments, but those of 
the Savoyard vicar. 

It would be a most vicious man indeed of whom 
his enemies did not make a few favorable state- 
ments, and Christians of to-day, instead of discuss- 
ing the character of Jesus upon his merits, screen 
themselvs behind these alleged testimonials. 

Many intelligent people will reject Christ’s divin- 
ity, but they are unable yet to see how illogical is 
the idea of a personal God; at the same time, the 
influence of early education makes them still rever- 
ence Jesus as & man. 

Compare Jesus with other great teasehers. Sift 
his sentiments and actions, and lay them side by 
side with those of other men. Test his character by 
the same standard that you would any other man of 
his day. When judged by the method applied to 
other great characters of history, Christ is in no 
sense & great man or great teacher. Had he not 
been sheltered by the dogma of divinity, which was 
enforced by the sword and the stake, he would not 
hav even occupied a prominent place in the history 
of the last eighteen centuries. 

Men pass into history as great men because of 
some great movement for human rights that they 
hav started; others, because they hav made a 
great discovery that will benefit the human family ; 
others, again, because they established a system of 
philosophy. Those whom we revere to-day are 
men and women who hav done these things. 

Christ lived in a day when human rights were 
not recognized by those who were in power. 
Slavery was in existence, yet he said nothing 
against it. War was rife, and was for mere conquest 
and extermination, and yet Christ said, “I came 
not to bring peace, but asword.” The common peo- 
ple were densely ignorant and superstitious. They 
were held in subjection because means were fur- 
nished for the gratification of their passions. Where 
did Christ lift his voice against any of these evils? 
What discovery did he make, either in the mental, 
physical, or moral world? None. His sayings are 
simply disconnected moral maxims taught by phi- 
losophers centuries before his birth. “He estab- 
lished no system of philosophy, and the Christian- 
ity of to-day is more the work of Paul than of 
Jesus. s 

It is next said that Christ taught the best system 
of morality known and that he was a perfect man. 
True, he said and did some very good things. But 
he did no more than thousands of others hav done, 
both before and after him. He was an extremist, 
a fanatic—sometimes raised to fury and at others 
driver to a compassion and leniency, which, if car- 
ried into practice, would end in placing a premium 
upon theft and vagrancy. He said, “Love your 
enemies,” and at the same time, “Those mine ene- 
mies, which would not that I should reign over 
them, bring hither, and slay them before me.” He 
could say, “ Bless them that curse ye ;” but to those 
who had not given him bread, water, or visited him 
in prison he thundered out the words, “ Depart from 
me ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared for the 


devil and his angels.” As a sculptor would chisel 


Christ nullified his good teachings by introducing 
evil ones. 

In spite of this, Jesus is said to be a perfect 
character. Such a character it would be hard to 
define, as no one has yet decided what a perfect 
man is, and probably no one ever will. Yet if you 
admit that he isa man so endowed that he could 
not commit sin, what a farce it is to hold him up as 
a model for a humanity prone to fall into error! 
For one man to be an example for another or for 
all the world, there must be something in common 
between him and the rest of mankind. Abraham 
Lincoln is looked upon as & model by the American 
youth struggling against adversity to obtain some 
station in life. Why? Because Lincoln himself 
began at the foot of the ladder, and, casting aside 
all obstacles, reached the highest position in the 
gift of hiscountrymen. If Lincoln had been a per- 
fect man, and bound in his very nature to be what 
he was, where would there be a bond of sympathy 
between him and the young American? Therefore 
admitting Christ to be a perfect man, there is 
nothing about him which would justify us in look- 
ing upon him as agreat exemplar. If you admitted 
that Jesus was a natural man, prone to fall into 
error, and yet resisting temptation to a great degree, 
he would be à moral inspiration, but as Christianity 
holds him up before the world he can be nothing 
more than a theological automaton. 

FRANKLIN STEINER. 


Self-Government. 


Self-government is the practice of self-reliance 
and self-support distinguished from national care 
or paternalism. When a people adopts the princi- 
ple of self-government, each member of the com- 
munity has the liberty and is supposed to hav the 
capacity, to gain his own living in some honest way. 
He is presumed to know enough not to sow sun- 
flower seeds to raise wheat, not to buy bad butter 
the second time from the same tub, not to spend 
half his money for drink on Saturday night and 
then blame his wife for not being happy, not to pay 
for a priest against his will, not to read Solomon’s 
Songs, or Don Juan blindly, ete. Hence there can- 
not consistently be an expensiv government com- 
misioner of agriculture to distribute seeds, nor an 
inspector to taste butter, nor a detectiv spy to show 
one when and how to get a drink, nor a chaplain 
priest to amuse himself at public expense, nor a 
Comstock censorship to guide implied imbecils. 

But our people hav been just that inconsistent 
—hav gone back to paternalism—petitioning the 
government for all sorts of help, and blaming it for 
all their mishaps. They seem not to know the great 
change in our government from what it was a cen- 
tury ago. 

The idea of self-government, from a national 
point of view, was first conceived in our Declaration 
of Independence, and had its birth in the adoption 
of the federal Constitution. I know of no nation 
previous to that time that recognized any such thing 
as self-government All the governments of earth 
claim to rest on, and to be influenced by gods, 
demons, and occult forces about which the people 
had no right to question. 

At the time of the American Revolution all 
the different Christian sects were represented 
among the colonists in such proportions as to 
exclude a hope on the part of any one of them to 
become dominant. Fortunately each sect desired 
peace and safety for itself, and was therefore in a 
condition to listen to reason. They listened to the 
good and sufficient common sense reasons of 
Thomas Paine, to whom more than to any other 
man—perhaps more than to all other men—is due 
the credit of inducing the colonists to unite for in- 
dependence and liberty. ; 

But the colonists had learned a good deal from 
their recent. experiences. They were more intelli- 
gent in regard to religious persecutions than are 
the people of to-day. Many of them still felt the 
smart of persecution. They were familiar with the 
evils of the divine-right claim of kings, of hereditary 
paternal government, and of church influence over 
all; and they had no intention, when free from 
British rule, of adopting any part of that system. 
Hence they devised a system granting to govern- 
ment a minimum of authority, and securing to the 
people a maximum of liberty. They established a 
federal government with specific powers only. re- 
serving all else to the states and the people. They 
granted no power to meddle with the liberty of the 
individual, for or against, and no right to favor or 
protect any class as such. Thereis no paternalism, 
no censorship, no religion, in the Constitution. 
The Federal government was intended to perform 
only such functions as the states separately. could 
not well do—-coining money, controlling publie lands, 
foreign relations, ete. The individual was guaran- 


teed liberty in the pursuit of happiness, and was ' 


t out a beautiful statue and then chip it to pieces, so | presumed to possess the ability to support himself 


—and family if he had any. 

With this simple rigging the ship of state was 
started on the ocean of time. All went fairly well 
for a while. The elder Adams imitated, in some 
respects, the customs of monarchy; but the pro- 
tests of the people, and Jefterson’s administration, 
soon righted the ship. Then it was found neces- 
sary to whip old Mrs. Britain a second time to gain 
real independence. Down to that period there was 
trouble with the old lady all the ‘time, and with 
France much of it, causing extra expense. The 
revenue was raised mostly from direct taxes and ex- 
cise duties. Commerce was free to run the gaunt- 
let of foreign interference until war was declared. 
With no special protection of, or interference with, 
any branch of business by the federal government, 
the strength and prosperity of the republic at that 
time are shown in the events of the second war. 
The Americans captured 56 British vessels of war, 
and 2,360 merchant vessels—many of them armed. 
And they lost in the contest 25 vessels of war, and 
about 1,500 merchantmen. Here is shown a pretty 
big business done on the waters. Add to this the 
cost of the fight on land during two and a half 
years, and what think you was the total expenditure 
of the United States government during that whole 
time? Niles’s Register records it as about one 
hundred million dollars. Think of that! Two and 
a half years of war! Why the government is now 
paying out more than that every year in pensions 
to patriots who do not practice self-government, 
and who think the country was of no account before 
the Civil War. 

At the close of the war of 1812-14, an increase 
of duties—some ten per cent ad valorum—to pay 
the war debt was laid on imports. Scon this was 
felt by some manufacturers to be an advantage. to 
them, and they petitioned, from time to time, for 
more help of that kind. In 1824 a bill was reported 
from the Waysand Means committee increasing the 
tariff on imports for the sole purpose of protection. 
On that occasion Daniel Webster said: * Look to 
the present state of ourlaws. Consider that most 
of our revenue is now collected at the custom-house, 
and then say what propriety there is in calling on 
the government for protection, as if no protection 
was now afforded. Suppose all nations to act on 
the principle of prohibition; then, according to the 
argument, they would be prosperous in the propor- 
tion in which they abolished intercourse with one 
another," etc. 

Although this bill became a. law, the different 
branches of business, previous to our Civil War, 
were conducted with comparativ moderation and © 
regularity. Legislation had not yet undertaken to 
abolish wholly the natural law of supply and de- 
mand. Self-support was the rule; only a few be- 
sieging Congress for aid. During, and since, that 
war, however, the rush in money-making schemes, 
aided by government grants, patents, and protectiv 
tariffs—resulting in. trusts and monopolies—has 
changed the former conditions of comparativ equal- 
ity to those of the widest disparity. In the clamor 
for aid and protection the boasted principle of self- 
government is lost sight of, and the government 
has lost sight of its constitutional limitations. 

The workingman, too, demands government aid. 
He votes for every extravagance, expecting there- 
from more work; and Congress, through tariffs, 
eight-hour laws, etc., succeeds in raising his wages. 
But these very measures hav flooded the country 
with foreign laborers, and our workingman is worse 
off than ever. Is there any harder place for him 
this side of Siberia than the Pennsylvania coal 
mines—all protected ? 

Now every meddlesome law entails cost—more 
officials, more courts; and the aggregate customs- 
service protection is enormously costly. Look at 
the difference in one century of time. Thomas 
Paine did not imagin that Americans would so soon 
prove themselvs such fools as to beat the world in 
extravagance. He says: “A monarchy measures its 
prosperity by the quantity of revenue it extorts; a 
republic proves its excellence by the small quantity 
of taxes it requires.” 

For the year 1782 (omitting the army, which was 
being disbanded) Paine estimated the aggregate 
cost of both Federal and state governments to be 
about $4,000,000. The toiler may see just where 
he is at by comparing the cost of this year with 
that. Think of it! At the present time that sum 
is not enough for three days. * More population,” 
says the crowd. Well, I deny the need of another 
inspector because, owing to & momentary lapse of 
self-government, my wife happens to bear twins. 
Taking federal and state governments together, 
we now hav the most costly rule on earth, and 
more officials than any two other nations. l 

The workingman with no property is apt to as- 
sume that great expense of government and conse- 
quent high taxation do not affect him adyergely— - 
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that those who hav property pay it all. But he is 
fond of saying that all wealth is the product of 
labor. Now, just so far as that assertion is true, is 
it also true that the burden of national cost and 
debt is upon him, as he finds when he tries to gain 
and own a home. The trouble is he does not see 
that the taxes are drawn in some form from all, and 
are paid out toa few. The higher the tax, the 
higher the rent; and to be idle a month: brings 
starvation near. 

Congress may violate but cannot abolish a natu- 
ral law. By unwise legislation it has attracted 
foreign labor greatly in excess of what can be 
profitably used. The factories glut the market with 
their productions, then reduce wages or stop alto- 
gether; and we hav the natural results of meddle- 
some legislation. Paternalism and self.government 
are incompatible. Even when not claiming divine au- 
thority, paternalism assumes to be a power separate 
from and above the people. It predicates a people 


incapable of caring for themselvs, and a government: 


of wisdom to care for them—a gigantic poorhouse 
arrangement. How does that look, Mr. American? 
Well, sir, every time you petition Congress to tax a 
neighbor’s fish because you happen to own a fish- 
pond, or coal because you own a coal-mine; to in- 
spect butter because an idiot can’t tell bad from 
good; to interfere between capital and labor; to 
prescribe the hours one may and may not work, as 
if. the American sovereign doesn’t know when to 
begin or stop; to compel others to conform to your 
code of morals, etc.—you are encouraging paternal- 
ism and voting away your own liberty. And every 
lime your petition is granted by law, the Constitu- 
tion is violated. The practice by law of paternal- 
ism increases the evil of pauperism. And it tends 
to man or hero worship. 

Whole nations almost are now worshiping a man 
supposed to hav lived about nineteen hundred years 
ago; and history is dotted with saints and demi- 
gods receiving praise—some for having successfully 
palmed off crazy dreams for godly revelations, some 
for fasting to death, others for slaughtering multi- 
tudes of their fellow-men. We are still making 
heroes. We invest the successful candidate for high 
office with greatness not accorded him before. 
And many a patriot has a portrait of his ideal 
general or president—supposed to be the receptacle 
of some divine influx —hanging in his bedroom, be. 
fore which he strips and prostrates himself, thank- 
ful and proud to be a follower. With a little more 
gilt the president'8 chair may yet hold a king—let 
voters beware! 

There abideth crown, paternalism, popery—these 
three; but the meanest is popery: When religion 
is dominant, liberty expires. The Christian church 
now, more than ever before, is striving to force upon 
this nation the code of Jesus in place of religious 
freedom. In this code we encounter gods, devils, 
and hell all at once, with the claim that in them is 
the source of all government. The priest of this 
church is a bigger man to-day than he was in 1776. 
At that time the different Christian sects held their 
peace, but in process of time pious hate broke out 
again, and a generation ago each sect, having itself 
alone the exact truth, had become bold enough to 
defy the others. An orthodox sermon on total de- 
pravity, or some such hard fare, generally concluded 
with, as a kind of dessert, a godly fusillade on the 
papacy—that old harlot sitting astride the seven hills 
of Rome, the great whore of Babylon, the anti- 
Christ, ete. u 

But after a few years of this kind of Christian 
recreation the Protestant clergy began to perceive & 
dangerous (to them) growth of Infidelity. They now 
think it necessary for their own salvation to join 
hands with even the Catholic priest. They wink 
at each other as they pass by. They meet together 
on the anniversary platform of a humane society 
founded by an Infidel, and unite in claiming for 
their church all the credit—a church which con- 
tinues the religious system that for many centuries 
suppressed all Freethought with torture and dun- 
geon; that burned valuable libraries; that tore the 
quivering flesh of a Hypatia; that kindled the 
fagot-fire that consumed a Bruno, etc. Murderers 
of Freethinkers in the past, they now brazenly 
claim to be promoters of liberty, aud strangely 
manage to gain belief from the multitude. They 
profess deep interest in the workingman; and this 
18 the way: 

They come together and join with Rome. 
To preserve the plan that robs his home. 

The priest is present everywhere, whether wanted 
or not. Heisin the legislativ hall, in the court- 
room, with the army, at the wedding, and in at 
death. 

Independent support appeals to one’s pride; and 
the man who beseeches gods and governments for 
personal favors is not fitted for self-government. 
To preserve the liberty we now hav, our govern- 


ment should return to constitutional simplicity aud 
giv the people a chance to practice self-government. 
Looking for no extraneous aid, they would better 
learn to care for themselvs, and sooner make an 
end of the priest. But begging boodle favors of 
government produces a boodle government. 

L. G. Resp. 


Untaxed Property in this State. 
COMPTROLLER ROBERTS PLACES ITS VALUE AT $581,178, 701. 


State Comptroller Roberts has completed the tabula- 
tion by counties of all the property in the state exempt 
from taxation, which aggregates $581,178,701. The 
comptroller’s department has been working on this for 
over & year, and the tables hav been submitted to the 
constitutional convention. These are the only statistics 
in the possession of the state government on this subject, 
and are of much value and interest. The total amount of 
state property exempt from taxation is $31.671,521; 
county property, $12,918,310; town, city, and village 
property, $229,268,105; school property, $61,603,411; 
property purchased with pension money, $683,908; 
national government property, $49,805,120; property of 
churches,. parsonages, and cemeteries, $134,761,444; 
property of charitable and reformatory institutions, $53,- 
987.184; miscellaneous property, $6,457,708. 

` The following table shows by counties the aggregate 
amount of property exempted from taxation, and the 
amount by counties of property exempted from taxation 
devoted tothe usesof churches and charitable and re- 
formatory institutions: 


Charitable 
Churches, Par- and Reform- 
sonages, Cem- atory Institu- 
Counties. Aggregate. etertes. tions. 
Albany..........0.. $35,080,595 $ 4,774,725 $ 1,077,500 
Allegany......... 640,632 351,115 4,400 
roome..........- 6,849,470 1,465,955 1,712,500 
Cattaraugus..... 1,820,450 916,830 25,000 
Cayuga... 2,573,730 797,430 56,000 
Chautauqua...... 1,915,935 194,100 29,445 
Chemung 5,148,580 998,975 3,132,000 
Chenango ......... 587,205 306,155 
Clinton. 1,027,329 418,740 28,000 
Columbia ......... 1,720,720 715,985 305,000 
Cortland......... " 347,630 202,115 2,000 
Delaware.......... 503,908 316.818 
Dutchess......... 4,682,021 1,583,385 1,618,600 
rie.... s. 25,182,467 6, 775.355 3,032,930 
Essex .............- 361,212 212,402 : 
Franklin .......... 425,162 210,557 1,500 
Fulton.............. 335,695 219,570 
Genesee... ....... 1,201,670 415,780 300,000 
Greene............ 582,425 404,775 .15,000 
Hamilton.......... 86,560 18,260 
Herkimer......... 2,052,735 765, 160 
Jefferson.......... 2,272,846 1,036,300 58,000 
Kings.............. 82,962,140 21,407,265 6,100,010 
Lewis.............. 186,986 106,810 
Livingston ....... 1,134,630 547,605 
Madison........... 1,889.657 425, 20! 
Monroé............ 12,126,938 4,921,003 977,600 
Montgomery... 1,888,190 594,790 14,500 
ew York......... 308, 398, 295 51,569,925 27,812,500 
Niagara............ ,217,998 582,693 11,250 
Oneida............. 2,471,553 898,505 61,700 
Onondaga....... 9,359,895 8, 730.180 1,186,000 
Ontario............ 1,352,270 716,195 7,0 
Orange ............ 3,985,875 1,418,125 1,067.500 
Orleans ............ ,979,030 669,93 
Oswego ............ 1874,018 919,185 65,000 
Otsego............ 1,350.035 647,385 41,000 
Putnam ............ 405,805 282,900 1,000 
Queens. ............ 8,555,660 5.884 250 41,500 
Rensselaer........ 7,032,209 2,558 200 668,700 
Richmona....... . 1,934,820 333 875 13,000 
Rockland ......... 842,035 710,710 
Saratogo......... . 1,802,525 693,400 8,000 
Schenectady..... 1,593, 050 959.250 23,000 
Schoharie......... 2, 225 264,185 
Sehuyler.......... 406,400 155,330 
Seneeca............ : 684,644 274.510 
St. Lawrence...  1.992,855 995,900 66,000 
Steuben.......... . 1,883,394 710,195 70,000 
Suffolk ............. 1,951,770 1,009,820 10,000 
Sullivan.......... s 175,900 106,125 
Tioga..........---- 544,620 318,905 
Tompkins......... 9,990,345 530,190 19,500 
Ulster........ 1,097,920 988,255 110,600 
Warren ...... 1,168,835 391,660 
Washington 943,1 610,220 
fie 8,822,515 693,155 125,000 
12,812,301 9,462,075 8,488,949 
587,411 362,061 . 
376,650 213,900 
Tota], 581,178,701 184,761,444 53,987,184 
: —New York Sun. 
oe 


An elaborate process of mental disciplin, with a 
view to strengthening the critical powers of the 
mind, is utterly remote from the spirit of theology; 
and this is one of the great reasons why the growth 
of an inductiv and scientific spirit is invariably 
hostil to theological interests. To raise the requi- 
site standard of proof, to inculcate hardness and 
slowness of belief, is the first task of the inductiv 
reasoner. He looks with great favor upon the con- 
dition of a suspended judgment; he encourages 
men rather to prolong than to abridge it; he re- 
gards the tendency of the human mind to rapid and 
premature generalizations as one of its most fatal 
vices; he desires especially that that which is be- 
lieved should not be so cherished tha: the mind 
should be indisposed to admit doubt, or, on the ap- 
pearance of new arguments. to revise, with impar- 
tiality, itg conclusions. Nearly all the greatest in- 
tellectual achievements of the last three centuries 
hav been preceded and prepared by the growth of 
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scepticism. The historic scepticism which Vico, 
Beaufort, Pouilly, and Voltaire in the last century, 
and Niebuhr and Lewes in the present century, ap- 
plied to ancient history lies at the root of all the 
great modern efforts to. reconstruct the history of 
mankind. The splendid discoveries of physical 
science would hav been impossible but for the 
scientific scepticism of the school of Bacon, which 
dissipated the old theories of the universe, and led 
men. to demand a severity of proof altogether un- 
known to the ancients. The philosophic scepticism 
of Hume and Kant has given the greatest impulse 
to metaphysics and ethics. Exactly in proportion, 
therefore, as men are educated in the inductiv 
school, they are alienated from those theological 
systems which represent a condition of doubt as 
sinful, seek to govern the reason by the interests 
and the affections, and make it & main object to de- 
stroy tho impartiality of the judgment.— W. E. .H. 
-Lecky. 


l “Lights and Shadows,” by the Rev. F. G. Lee, 


.seems a curious book, if we may judge by a review 


of it in the Pall Mall Gazette. The author tells a 
story of John Brown, a negro physician, who pub- 
liely denied his Maker (capital, please). ‘ These 
frightful utterances—coarser than those of the 
American ‘leaders of thought’ and the ‘advanced 
thinkers’—had no sooner passed his lips when (sic) 
the man, suddenly seized by a terrible spasm, shriek- 
ing out ‘O God!’ fell suddenly off his chair, writh- 
ing on the floor, paralyzed, and, for some minutes, 
apparently dead. He was removed to an adjacent 
room, where, stiff with pain and racked with agony, 
he continued to breathe till the morning.” Was there 
ever a more extraordinary jumble of nonsense? A 
blasphemer is paralyzed, at the same time he writhes, 
and also at the same time he appears to be dead / 
A wonderful blasphemer, indeed. “An inquest was 
held,” Mr. Lee continues, “ the whole facts were set 
forth, including a detailed statement of his many 
blasphemous and faithless words; but the jury re- 
turned a verdict of death from apoplexy.” Many 
negroes * shook their heads at this bold verdict,” and 
Mr. Lee shakes his too. It. must be easy for Mr. 
Lee to shake his head. It cannot be very heavy.— 
London Freethinker. 


“Itis of comparativly little consequence what these 
pagan nations are going to war about. The most impor- 
tant thing ie to see them fairly launched in the conflict 
that must vastly benefit both, no matter who shall be 
victor or vanquished. The Bible can fight its own battle 
in Christian countries, but when it is confronted by the 
unbelief of the pagan, the sword and the battle-ax are the 
most important handmaids of Christian civilization. 
Both these nations need the lesson ofa great war with 
each other, and while war is to be deplored on general 
principles, & war between China and Japan could not 
but result in priceless benefits to liberal religious ideas.” 
—Philadelphia Times. 

That is as frankly atrocious a Christian deliver- 
ance as we hav read in many a day. It makes‘ no 
difference what the five hundred millions of Ori- 
entals are slaughtering each other for, the impor- 
tant thing being that they are engaged in the work 
of death, for that is going to help carry the Bible 
to those who may be left! The Bible must be 
forced on to the “pagans” with Manlicher guns 
and rapid fire batteries. The “pagan” is so un- 
reasoningly obdurate! He wil? cling to his musty 
sacred books, that were old before the Bible was 
written. He is determined nct to recognize the 
superlativ virtues of those “liberal religious ideas " 
whose most effectiv missionaries are the sword, the 
torch, the war ship. The Times is right about one 
thing—“‘the sword and the battle-ax are the most 
important handmaids of Christian civilization.” 
But think of the mingled bathos and insolence of 
ealling the religion that needs such handmaids 
“liberal”! As matters of fact, the Bible cannot 
successfully “fight its own battle in Christian 
countries,” and the leaders of thought in the New 
Japan will hav none of it. Here its apologists are 
constantly appealing to the government for help, 
while in the Orient, as in Catholic countries, those 
who drop one superstition are not eager to take up 
another and still less coherent one. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


ArTER delivering a few lectures in the Choctaw nation 
J. E. Remsburg went to Texas where he lectured to the 
people of McKinney, Terrell, Dallas, Clifton, Axtell, 
Richmond, San Antonio, Fort Worth, Quanah, and Ver- 
non. He has, during the past ten years, delivered nearly 
three hundred lectures in Texas. He is now at work in 
Oklahoma, 


FRANELIN STEINER will giv a course of seven lectures 
in Lyons, Neb., beginuing September 16th, after which 
he will lecture in Fargo, N. D., Watertown, Minn., and 
other places in the same state, 
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betters of Friends. 


The Missionary Works. 
ASHMORE, ILL., Aug. 20, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: For inclosed $2.00 send me 
Bell's ** Hand-Book” and eight copies of 
Paine's ‘‘Age of Reason,” to addresses 
given. Respectfully, 
S. D. MAxEPEACE. 


' Passage Paid for Two Years. 
Bnooxvirzz, ILL., August 15, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inelosed please find $5, 
which please place to my eredit for the 
grand old Trouta SEEKER. Yours for 
mental liberty, E. Q. Bowzr. 


What One Copy Did. 
; Caport, Wis., Aug. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav just received a copy ; 

of Tae TRUTH SEEKER from a friend of 
mine. I am so well pleased with it that I 
hasten to add my name to the list of sub- 
scribers.  Inelosed please find $3. 

Yours, ete., FRANK ZIMMERMAN. 


How Many Will Be Retnrned? 


LANOASTEB, Teny., Aug. 16, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I have concluded so take 
eight copies of Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason,” 
and loan them to the Christians and have 
them returned, and continue to loan. I 
think I will get a greater number to read, 
than by furnishing you with eight names. 

I send you one dollar. M. BARTLETT. 


Must Hav It, Crop or No Crops. 
ConoorpiA, KAN., Aug. 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: As brevity is the soul of 
wit, I shall be brief. Jesus my all to 
heaven has gone; here is my fodder 'and 
precious little fodder, too), but where is 
my corn? Inelosed find money for the old 
invincible TrutH SemKER. Imusthav the 
paper if crops do fail. J. L. BowLING. 

Will Soften Even Granit. 
Woon’s Horu, Mass., Aug. 19, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Hav received the ‘‘Age 
of Reasons " which you sent to me at Port- 
land, and they are planted, I think, in 
good ground. 

The rocks of Maine are pretty hard, but 
I think the ‘‘Age of Reason” is strong 
enough to soften most an ything. 

This day is the Lord's day, and we spend 
part of it like lords, discussing Tug TRUTH 
Szzxer catalog. We hav collected $6 for 
books named therein. Ww. H. Jonnson. 


For the Spreading of Truth. 
Nreomo, CAL., Aug. 16, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $6, of which 
$1 is to pay for the ‘‘ Age of Reason " to 
the individuals named herein. 

The $5 is for Mr. Putnam’s book, 
* Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
as per your offer. Please hav my name 
enrolled in the book. Hoping that the 
truth may be spread throughout this land 
by the reading of these books, which can 
be obtained so cheaply, I am, 

Yours for Freethought, 
Herman C, Fry. 


Discourage 
Avidity. 
Doronrster, NEB., Aug. 17, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Times are so hard here 
that fish won’t bite. But I cannot get 
along without the good old TRUTH SEEKER. 
I am seventy-one years old to-day. I hav 
taken Tus TaurH SEEkER for fourteen 
years and cannot do without it and enjoy 
good health, so here goes $3 for it another 
year. Also $1 for J. B. Wise's defense 
and $1 to help spread the glad tidings of 
great joy by sending out Paine's ** Age of 
Reason” to the heathen. 
Jesse R. JonNsox. 


Hard Times Piscatorial 


Constancy Will Win, if Anything Can. 


Estas Panx, Cor., Aug. 26, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: Toe TRUTH SEEKER of 
August 21st has just reached me, so I 
know you hav changed the address. You 
can scarcely imagin how ‘‘rusty” one be- 
comes by missing four numbers of your; 
paper. 

I consider your position in regard to 
American Protectiv Associations very com- 
mendable. In allowing all reforms to be 
discussed in the columns of your paper | 


you hay, I think, the praise of all genuin [ 
Freethinkers. 

Your missionary scheme is worthy of ap- 
plause and assistance. Inclosed please 


find $1.08, all I ean spare at present. I 
suggest five names, myself included. 
Kindly select the other three. The eight 


cents is for a copy of the famous issue of 
June 9th. You apparently believe that 
constancy of purpose will win. 

Yours earnestly, Enos A. Wiuts. 


It is Time for a Change. 
VINELAND, N. J., Aug. 18, 1894. 

Ma. Eprror: All who hav voted for 
either of the old political parties in the last 
twenty years hav voted themselvs slaves— 
slaves to pay the taxes on millions of dol- 
lars worth of church property devoted to 
pride and fashion, and of no real benefit 
to anybody but the priesthood. Slaves 
doomed to lose one day in seven, because 
these fraudulent churches call it holy 
time, and, to be fined or imprisoned for 
hauling in a load of hay on that day to 
Save it from being ruined by the storm, or 
doing any other work that would save them 
from loss. It is time fora change. Let 
all the Liberals of the nation unite and 
form a new party, and let the Liberal pa- 
pers at once search out and nominate 
honest men for the next president and 
members of Congress and the state legis- 
lators. They will be astonished at their 
success. Thousands of churchmen want 
honest men for rulers, and as they can use 
folded votes, so that no one will know who 
they vote for, they will vote even for Infi- 
dels, if they know they are honest; and if 
they do not succeed in electing their can- 
didates, they will show their strength and 
gain the respect of all honest, thoughtful 
men, and prepare the way for success at 
the next election. J. Haoxer. 


Charles Robinson Dead. 
ATOHISON, Kas., August 19, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Ex-Governor Charles Rob- 
inson, of Kansas, passed away at his home 
near Lawrence, Friday, August 17, aged 
76 years. His death was due to a compli- 
cation of diseases from which he had suf- 
fered with fortitude for a long time. Al- 
though Dr. Robinson was a pronounced 
Freethinker, the funeral occurred from the 
Congregational church, Rev. Dr. How- 
land, a Unitarian minister, officiating. It 
is claimed by some that Dr. Robinson 
leaned toward the Unitarian creed. But 
be this as it may, we kuow that he was a 
conspicuous figure in tie great Liberal 
encampments held at Bismarck, Ottawa, 
and Lawrence some years ago and that his 
zeal for the cause of Freethought was 
great. Dr. Robinson was the first gov- 
ernor of Kansas and in Kansas’ history his 
name will forever be associated with those 
of John Brown aud Gen. **Jim" Lane. As 
Mr. Goodenow in his introduction to Dr. 
Robinson's book, ‘‘The Kansas conflict,” 
says: ‘‘Any history of Kansas without 
Governor Robinson as a prominent figure 
would be like the play ‘Hamlet’ with Ham- 
let left out." He was a man of noble qual- 
ities, and his loss will: be deeply deplored. 

Groraz J. REMSBURG. 


Will Speak His Sentiments. 
LawnR&NOEBURG, TENN., Aug. 16, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me THE TRUTH 

Suexer four months; you will find $1 in- 
closed. Iam a young mau of nineteen and 
liv in one of the most orthodox little towns 
in the state, having about fifteen hundred 
inhabitants with eight organized churches 
and five church houses, while two more 
will soon be completed. We hav only two 
schools, one Catholic and the other Prot- 
estant, and the latter never had a decent 
school building until last year. I feel 
very proud and thankful that I hav a free 
brain and hav done my own thinking upon 
the subject of Christianity since I hav been 
able to read and comprehend. Books and 
papers hav been a great relief tome. My 
parents are members of an orthodox 
church. I find only a few of my belief in 
this section and what few are here do not 
speak their sentiments, but for myself I 
intend to denounce in publie and private, 
from a reasonable standpoint, the dogmas 
of the orthodox church, although Repub- 
licanism and {Infidelity are not at all popu- 
lar in the South, but I love the South be- 
cause it gave me birth, and the North be- 
cause it isa partof my country. I knowno 
line to divide us. MARION RICHARDSON. 


‘| intelligence. 


Mortuary—Fleteher Palmer. 
Deposit, N. Y., July 1, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I mail you a paper to-day 
which contains an account of the death of 
my father, and an address which was in- 
tended to be read at the funeral; but for 
some cause, unknown to me, it was not 
read. The Episcopal minister read over 
some of their services. 

My father was an out-and-out Free- 
thinker and always ready. to express his 
views, almost too frankly to make friends. 
He was very fond of our good old TRUTH 
SEEKER, of which he always has had mine. 
He was a great admirer of Mr. Bennett, 
and often said that Macdonald was as good 
as Bennett. If you can spare space to giv 
a short account of his death, I should like 
very much to hay it in Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 

His five sons and one grandson carried 
iim to the grave. It isa pity we hav no 
way of burying our dead without the ser- 
vices of those who are so repulsiv to us in 
life. Hoping this is not so long that you 
will be unable to read it, I remain a friend 
of Tuu TRUTH SEEKER, i 

Jouw P. PALMER. 


[We giv below part of the newspaper 
report, including a portion of Mr. A. Mul- 
ford’s paper which was prepared to be read 
at the funeral, but was pigeon-holed. 
Possibly ‘‘ the Episcopal minister ” could 
explain its non-appearance. We join with 
our correspondent in regretting the activ 
presence of ministers at the obsequies of 
Freethinkers, and will add that we do 
not think such assistance is necessary. A 
copy of ‘The Truth Seeker Collection of 
Forms, Hymns, and Ceremonies” would 
enable any intelligent person to take the 
place of a clergyman with acceptance to 
all sincere respecters of the dead. Lack 
of space prevents the reproduction of all 
of Mr. Mulford's paper. —Ep. T. 8.] 


Fleteher Palmer was born Oet. 6, 1810. 
received a common school edueation, and 
was admitted to the bar and practiced law 
for a number of years, was an activ parti- 
eipant in tbe antirent war, occupied an 
official position under the general govern- 
ment during the administration of Presi- 
dent Lincoln; was a member of assembly 
in the state legislature in 1858, from Dela- 
ware county; was justice of the peace for 
the town of Deposit, Delaware county for 
many vears, and was acting as such at the 
time of his death. 

A unique and positiv character has 
passed away and the community of which 
he was an important factor is, although 
perhaps only dimly conscious of it, be- 
reaved by his absence. In the rites of re- 
spect which itis our wont to pay to the mem- 
ory of the dead, sad though they may be, 
it is yet well for us to contemplate the life 
of one who has gone. What light did he 
shed along his path? During his 
lifetime he was not.a man of the crowd. 
He was not a member of any social or 
secret organization. He belonged to no 
church, he had noereed. Buthe belonged 
to and was a member of a broader and 
wider organization than any secular or re- 
ligious one, and that the brotherhood of 
man. Toward thatall his sympathies were 
extended, and to his family and to that all 
his energies and abilities were devoted. 
Proof of this is found in the fact that in 
this rapacious, grasping, money-loving, 
and materialistic age, we find that in the 
main he died a poor man. His life was 
not devoted to the accumulation of wealth 
for the purpose of self-gratificatign or to 
giv him power over his kind nor to distin- 
guish him from his fellows. He had no 
disposition to acquire money to use to glo- 
rify self at the expense of others or to co- 
erce others to do his will, to some the 
only ineentiv for its acquisition. He 
was a courageous, compassionate, tender- 
hearted, justice-loving man, and in all the 
walks of life it has never been said of him 
that he was either a truckler, a coward, or 
a liar. He loved truth for the sake of 
truth. Hescorned to tellalie. He hated 
shams, deceptions, lies, and hypocrisies, 
He loved honesty, sincerity, courage, and 
truthfulness. He ever loved the right; he 
always hated the wrong. He was a just 
man in all of his dealings with his fellow 
men. He has never been accused of com- 
mitting an act against the rights of the 
people. 

In his domestic relations he was amiable 
and kind. He was & good husband, he 
was a tender, loving father. He faithfully 
obeyed all the moral obligations that make 
the social compact. Nature had done much 
for him. His power of arriving at the 
truth or falsity of a thing within his com- 
prehension was marvelous. He readily 
grasped and comprehended truths in the 
midst of complicated details, and no refine- 
ment or sophistry could obscure his intel- 
leetual vision or hinder the right solution 
of a question within the limit of his ready 
His knowledge of hooks was 


not vast, but his knowledge of human pg. 
ture was great, by which, combined with a 
certain quality of penetrating intellect akin 
to intuition which he possessed in a re. 
markable degree, ha was able oftimeg to 
arrive at the right solution of a question 
involving the rights and wrongs of parties 
quicker than most men. All of these quali. 
fications made him an able and impartial 
magistrate in the court over which he pre. 
sided at the time of hia death. 

In that court he manifested in the high. 
est degree the excellencies of his character 
I am sure that all who intimately knew 
him will bear me out in the assertion, that 
in the administration of justice he wag 
above reproach and absolutely free from 
favoritism, and that from his perception of 
the right and wrong involved in a case he 
applied, so far as lay in his judgment and 
power, the rules and principles of equity 
and law, as the facts and justice in the case 
would warrant. He was absolutely incor. 
ruptible, and I hav yet to find a man or 
hear of such that ever had the hardihood 
during his judicial career to suggest that 
he was guilty of ever having by act or deed 
polluted the stream of justice in any way 
or manner. He ever stood the uncompris. 
ing foe of wrong and the perpetration of 
wrong, and T am gure that he loved to de. 
feud the weak and the helpless. T am sure 
that his heart overflowed with kindness to 
neighbors.and thatcharity ever found room 
in his heart. 


Who Pays the Tariff Tax ? 
RUTLAND, Vr., August 16, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: It seems to me that any 
Freethinker who has been free to think, 
must long ere this hav learned that a pro- 
tecting tariff is only one of the ways by 
which the wealth -producing laborer of 
the country js fleeced by the capitalistic 
employer of labor. If he has been at all 
thoughtful, he must hav learned that what- 
ever the capitalists hav gained by a pro- 
tecting tariff, or otherwise, has been taken 
from the wages of Iabor; for, as all wealth 
is the product of labor, and as all expenses 
hav to be paid out of the current wealth 
produced, and as the capitalist and em- 
ployer of labor—as such—does not labor, 
and consequently does not produce wealth, 
it follows that labor has to bear the bur- 
den. How, then, can the wealth-produc- 
ing people of the country be benefited by 
a protectiv tariff, the expense of which they 
hav to pay? If we hav watched at all 
closely the proceedings of the last Con- ` 
gress, we must hav seen that all the con- 
troversy concerning the tariff has been 
between capitalists of different interests. 

Why do we waste our time in repeating, 
parrot like, the sayings of political hire- 
lings in the interest of corporate monopoly 
whilst all over our land laboring people are 
starving because of our unjust social sys- 
tem, maintained in the interest of corpor. 
ate monopoly? It was a long time before 
the people could be induced to join hands 
with the abolitionists in the fight for the 
abolition of chattel slavery, but after we 
had become somewhat conscious of the 
wickedness of chattel slavery, what would 
we hav said of the slave-owners if they had 
driven thousands upon thousands of their 
slaves to a state of starvation, as the capi- 
talistie employers of labor are doing by 
their employees here in the Northern 
States to-day? Oh, why do we waste our 
time in defending old superstitious notions? 

I hav been prompted to write these few 
lines by reading Mr. Hays's article, ** Mr. 
Peck and the Tariff,” in Tam TRnvurg 
SEEKER, August 25th, in which he says: 

**T call upon Mr. Peck for facts instead 
of theories. I call upon him, or any other 
free trader living, to name a half-dozen 
protected articles which are not cheaper 
to-day than when they were free of duty.” 

The theory of protection is that our 
manufacturers cannot produce in competi- 
tion with the manufacturer of cheap foreign 
‘* pauper-made” goods. Now, acting upon 
that theory, if protection makes articles 
cheaper than free trade, is not protection 
a greater injury to American industries 
than free trade? Most certainly; because 
if competition has called into use improved 
labor-saving machinery, as a consequence 
of protection, and has reduced prices be- 
low that of foreign ‘‘cheap labor," pro- 
tection has, by the use of labor-saving 
machinery, displaced more American labor 
than the importation of foreign cheap labor 
products would hav displaced, and, conse- 
quently, has retarded the genera] prosper- 
ity of the nation of people to a greater 
extent. He says further: 

“I call upon him to point to one dollar 
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that he has ever. been taxed or ever been | a response to a mental request. So, as my 


obliged to pay by a protectiv tariff.” 

What in the world then has the proteotiv 
tariff ever done for anybody? Senator 
David B. Hill favors & tariff when Ameri- 
can products come into competition with 
foreign products equal to the difference in 
eost of labor abroad aud labor at home. 
Such a tariff, if it enabled the American 
employer of labor to add this difference to 
the price of bis goods, would reduce the 
cost to him of American labor to the cost 
of labor to the foreign employers of labor, 

` and American labor would’ hav it to pay. 
If it don't do this it don't do anything. If 
the tariff costs the American consumer 
nothing, it is of no earthly use whatever. 
It does not protect. 

He says Mr. Peck ''cannot see that the 
same means which compel the widow to 
pay an extra dollar for coal will compel the 
Americans, under free trade, to pay extra 
dollars for European goods.” Why ! that 
seems strange. But if free trade did com- 
pel Americans to pay extra for foreign 
goods, it would, according to the theory of 
protection, be a boon to American indus- 
tries. And on the heels: of that he says: 
** He cannot see that the free admission of 
foreign goods will hav precisely the same 
effect on American wage earners as will the 
free admission of foreign laborers, though 
‘in a much greater degree.” Well, if free 
trade would further the interests of mon- 
opoly, Mr. Hays is about right in this; but 
it seems a strange argument for a protec- 
tionist. A, A. ORCUTT. 


Some Remarks About Spirit Phenomena. 


HanwicH, Mass , Aug. 24, 1894. 

Mr. Enprros: Wettstein is smart, forc- 
ible, and perhaps unanswerable in any and 
every way except when dealing with 
spirit phenomena; and in no other way 
can Spiritualism be proven, if even in 
that. But there are phenomena, purport- 
- ing to be spirit, which are beyond the ken 
of man and performed out of the ordinary 
course of things. The only question with 
meis, Isit of departed intelligent spirits or 
is it all of this mundane life? Who doubts 
that we are spirits here in this life? Ido 
not. But do we lose our identity at the 
close of this life? is the question. Do 
flesh, blood, and bones think? Ampaütate 
a leg; that healed, amputate the other; 
that healed, amputate an arm; that healed, 
amputate the other. Armless, legless— 
are his thinking powers less? A man’s 
nervous system is not all in his head, 
though mostly there. The legless man, I 
am told, senses his leg, though it be be- 
reft of the visible material. Some ‘‘ Ma- 
terialists" deny the phenomena and some 
do not. I do not, though I believe seven- 
eighths of the manifestations are frauds. 
I hav heard sane, intelligent men and 
women tell of marvelous performahces— 
heavy tables and even pianos being lifted 
from the floor while only the medium's 
fingers rested upon them. Were they 
` halluneinated? Did they see as do drunk- 
ards wheu having the deliriums? ‘‘Oh, 
you must not depend upon hearsay!" I 
know hearsay is very often unreliable, but 
wait & moment. I do not pretend to hav 
seen much of -‘‘ spirit manifestations," but 
that little was not hallucination. I once 
improvised a table with an aperture cut 
in the top over which a box, with one side 
open, was placed. As soon as the medium 
took her seat at the table a hand came up 
through the aperture of the table, showing 
itself plainly against the black background 
of the box. The medium could not hav 
got her hand there without an elongation 
of her arm to twice its ordinary length, 
unless she got down under the table. But 
that she could not hav done without being 
discovered by the spectators, one or two 
of whom sat by her side. The hand made 
its appearance a number of times and the 
fingers moved as naturally and nimbly as 
life. In the evening of the same day we 
had a ‘‘ dark circle ” of about fifteen per- 
sons sitting with hands joined, while the 
medium sat in the middle of the circle 
clapping her hands to allay suspicion. 
Meanwhile we had pattings upon our hands 
. all around the circle in quick succession 
and instruments passed around from one 
. to the other, and some slate-writing, etc. 


-- But. the most convincing demonstration 


was this: While the pattings, etc., were 
‘going on, I, being skeptical—as I am apt ; 
to be—bethought me to see if I conld get 


cousin Joshua was understood to be there 
producing the raps, I mentally asked him 
to rap on the palm of my hand, unlike 
what we had had before, three distinctly 
measured times. Instantly my request 
was answered by three distinct, slowly 
repeated raps.: These special raps could 
not but be convincing, since they were so 
unlike the others and given by mental 
request. i 

We hav here among us an uneducated 
man, a medium, who has done wonders in 
healing the sick, some, too, that were 
given up as hopeless cases by licensed 
allopsths. I.hav seen him a good many 
times examin ailing persons without asking 
the patient a single question and put his 
finger on the exact locality of the pain. I 
hav proved him on my own person and 
know whereof I affirm. I could tell of 
many marvelous cases, told by himself, I 
admit, but corroborated and never denied 
by skeptics, so far as I know. He, the 
medium-doctor, was called to an adjacent 
town to see a sick child. Knocking at the 
door, the child’s mother, weeping for her 
boy, came and said the doctor had just 
been there and said the child could not 
liv. Brushing the woman aside, the 
medium-doctor passed in, saying: ‘‘ You 
needn’t weep. I am come to cure your 
child.” Putting his hand upon the child's 
forehead and breast, and manipulating a 
moment or two, the child seemed to revive, 
turned and went to sleep and from that 
moment began to recover and is a grown- 
up boy to-day. Another case: A young 
man of this town had been sick-for some 
time and while the medium was getting 
ready to go to a lecture he was called in 
(the invalid was a near neighbor), but did 
not like to go, as the father of the sick one 
was belligerent toward him, the doctor. 
Almost determined not to go, he hesitated. 
Suddenly he found himself scampering 
toward the sick house, and even then, to 
avoid it, he turned into a- house on the op- 
posit side of the road and in entering fell 
prostrate. Recovering himself, he gave 
in, and taking the man of the house with 
him, entered the sick room. Supposing 
the young man.was dying, the parents 
were in grief and tears. The doctor put his 
hand upon the forehead and bosom of the 
patient for a moment, rubbing a little, and 
the young man looked up, saying, ‘‘I am 
better.” Turning upon his side he fell 
asleep. The doctor told them to let him 
sleep five hours and left. When he came 
from the lecture he went in to see him and 
found he had just awoke from sleep, was 
refreshed, and decidedly better. He 
rapidly recovered and is living now. The 
two cases are but a tithe of the many 
marvelous cures performed by or through 
this medium. 

What is it? Is it the power of mind 
over matter? If so, then, as I said before, 
we are spirits now, and if so do, or do not, 
our individualized spirits fall back into 
the universal spirit ocean? f 

I do not ignore the philosopical ideas 
that hav been so ably presented through 
Tur Traore SEEKER with regard to space 
being occupied by spirits, for certainly, 
according to cause and effect and a logical 
way of reasoning, eternity is long enough 
to fill every inch of space in our and all 
other solar systems, with spirit identities 
if they hav been eternally multiplying aud 
need space. But we are at a loss as to the 
condition of the other life, if we continue 
to liv on, as are the caterpillars of the 
butterfly state. Spiritualists, I find, are 
apt to judge of things on the other side by 
the things and conditions of this life, but, 
if we liv at all as individuals, I apprehend 
we shall find a state of things of which we 
never dreamed. From my observations 
of nature, reason teaches me that the 
spirit of man at the death of the body dis- 
solves, loses its identity, and mingles with 
the universal whole of spirit, similarly as 
does the body, which we know dissolves 
and enters into trees, plants, or air, or 
whatever else it gravitates to; but when 
phenomena steps in and offsets that idea 
with facts to the contrary, what are we to 
do, what can we do but acknowledge 
them? 

If all the wonderful phenomena of Spir- 
itualism can be accounted for as being all 
of this life, so be it; but meanwhile we 
await evidences. An honest, truthful, in- 
teHectual man believes upon evidence— 


[all men do, Ep.] not because he de- 
siresto believe—belief is not optional—not 
& matter of choice; it must be, and is, 
founded on evidence to a thorough-going 
thinker. Christianity requires belief, 
evidence or no evidence. What contempt- 
ible folly! Spiritualists, many of them, 
require but slender evidence of the genu- 
ineness of the manifestations—do not care 
to test things. Hence unprincipled vil- 
lains enter into the business of what they 
call Spiritualism for the sake of the money 
there is in it; therefore, if there be genuin 
Spiritual phenomena at all, it is relegated 
to the domain of frauds. B.F. ROBBINS. 


Teach the Bible in the Public Schools. 
, (CONCLUDED FROM LAST WNEK. ) 


Havana, Cuza, July 1, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron : Now, these constitute the 
bulk of the laws of the ‘‘God” of the 
Bible; and will Bev. L. A. Banks, or Rev. 
A. C. Dixon, of the Hauson Place Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
please show which of those iufamous 
commandments he can obey in the United 
States now, and not, if caught, go to 
prison for a lone term of years, or be 
hanged for murder? In 1 John ii, 4, it pro- 
vides that **He that saith I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments. is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him.” Those last 
ten words, in my opinion, involve the ex- 
act, full names of the above named Banks 
and Dixon; poor, posturing pigmies, who, 
bold like sheep, hav the stupendous au- 
dacity, the colossal effrontery, the monu- 
mental cheek, the acrimonious gall to 
attack the great champion of Rationalism, 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll in the New York 
Herald, April 28, 24, p. 7, c. 2, and about 
June 6-94, and as areply to whom I in- 
dite these lines. 

Said Banks is reported to hav said: ‘‘A 
man who places the work which Thomas 
Paine did above the sublime patriotism 
and public service of George Washington, 
puts himself beyond the necessity of criti- 
cal comment.” I say, Yes! No slave- 
monger, who refused to draw his salary 
and giv it to the poor, if he did not need it, 
but left it in the treasury of the rich—the 
government—can ever be classed, in the 
forum of justice, virtue, aud greatness, 
with such men as Thomas Paine and 
Lafayette, those two great Rationalists 
without whose help our revolutionary 
fathers could not hav succeeded. Wash- 
ington was no Ohristian, if my quotation 
from 1 John ii, 4, is true; for he couldn’t 
tell a lie, and he scoffed at Christianity by 
violating its commandments, as expressed 
in Rom. xiii. 1, 2; no matter if he did 
obey one of its holy statutes, by holding 
peoplein slavery —bondsmen—which Paine 
or Lafayette would not hav done—not for 
a seat at the right hand! 

In the New York Herald, Dec. 7, 1885, or 
Jan., 1886, there was related the story of a 
thief. who attempted to take a coatof Rev. 
Dr. Talmage from the hallway of his resi- 
dence in Brooklyn, N. Y.; that Mrs. Tal- 
mage had a violent tussle with the thief, and 
saved the coat. Now, the ‘‘God” of Mrs. 
Talmage, in Luke vi, 29, had commanded 
her thus: ‘‘Him that taketh away thy 
cloak, forbid not to take thy coat also.” 

To me, it is far more reasonable that an 
intelligent person is a poor hypocrit than 
that he, or she, can believein Christianity, 
in view of all these facts. Besides, it isa 
trite old adage that ‘‘actions speak more 
plainly than do words.” ‘Yet in the cap- 
tions of Matt. ix, Mark v, and Luke viii, 
they state that their Christ raised Jairus’s 
daughter from death to life, and in verses 
24, 39, and 52, respectivly, they hav made 
their Christ say, ‘‘The maid, [or damsel, ] 
is not dead, but sleepeth.” It is obvious 
that there is a mistake or misstatement 
here. 

That omnipotent ‘‘ God,” who could hav 
done better, commanded us to hold slaves, 
murder, rob (conquest), and to do such 
vile things that rich men can do, but if the 
poor man hope to ever acquire wealth he 
must steal it; therefore, ‘‘ Thou shalt not 
steal" (Ex. xx, 15). Now, poor dupe, do 
you notsee why, and wherein, itis loaded? 

Priests and preachers tell me that it is a 
“duty to convince unbelievers, in anything, 
by doing that which one pretends to be 
able to do, as their Christ is said to hav 
done miracles to convince people as to his 
attributes, when- at the same time he was 
omnipotent and, ina moment, could hay 


made all the world believe in him. But 
when I call upon them to prove that 
they veritably believe in their Christ by 
drinking a ‘‘deadly” dose which I will 
prepare for them—as in Mark xvi, 18, they 
hav made their Christ say they can do— 
they just wriggle out of it! 

To prove conclusivly the truthfulness of 
the foregoing assertions, just reflect upon 
the condition of the Latin races under the 
Roman and Grecian mythology—with their 
gods, Jupiter, Apollo, Mars, Mercury, 
Vulcan, Neptune, Pluto, and others, and 
their goddesses, Juno, Minerva, Ceres, 
Diana, Vesta, and others—every word of 
which was false and, consequently, perni- 
eious; but not so much so as is Christian- 
ity. Under that mythology those people 
had the entirety of Europe and the north 
of Africa under their flag. They were the 
greatest of sages, philosophers, generals, 
poets, statesmen, and orators of the world. 
Why, we teach with pride the orations of 
Cicero to our sons in our colleges at this 
late day! Had the Christians during the 
** dark ages Christian ages—not burned 
the great libraries of the ancients, because 
Christian rulers did not want learned and 
scientific men but obedient subjects, we 
would now be far in advance of what wa 
are. But the moment that ‘‘ Saint" Paul 
infected Rome with Christianity and the 
murderous Villain, Constantine, who mur- 
dered his own mother and son, made it 
the religion of the state, Rome began to 
decline and has been going down ever 
since. England, being under the Roman 
flag, was also beset with the venomous 
malady and declined too, and four cent- 
uries ago Spain was in advance of Eng- 
land; but Henry VIII. woke her up some- 
what. He would hav no foreign potentate, 
in the attitude of pope, to domineer over 
England. He poured into that bottle of 
Christian poison some Protestant water 
and diluted it about fifty per cent, and 
England shot ahead of Spain. But a lot 
of heretics—Lafayette, Paine, Franklin, 
Washington, and others—established the 
United States of North America and sepa- 
rated the church from the state completely, 
and in one century we hav made far 
more progress than hav all religion- 
befogged nations during all past ages. 
The steamship, the cotton gin, the light- 
ning rod and electricity, the steam fire 
engin, the reaping and mowing machines, 
the sewing machine, the revolving pistol, 
the breech-loading gun, the metallic cart- 
ridge, the revolving turret for ships of 
war, the typewriter, the telegraph, the 
telephone, the phonograph, the threshing 
machine, the solid iron tire for wheels of 
vehicles, the Gatling and Hotchkiss guns, 
the street railway, the sleeping car, the 
pneumatic brake for cars, the screw-chuck 
for turning lathes, the corn planter, the 
artificial ice machine, the pin-making ma- 
chine, the use of petroleum, the burglar 
alarm, the stamping and spinning of 
metals, the horse-twist drill, the roller- 
flouring mill, artificial teeth, India rubber 
goods, the gold pen, the fountain pen, 
and all the rest of the great inventions of 
the nineteenth century, excepting photog- 
raphy and electro-plating, are all our own. 
And where were the world to-day without 
them? And then there are Mormonism 
and Spiritualism—false, to be sure, but 
those systems of humbug hav served to 
lift some persons from the bogs of Ohris- 
tianity; and they can never retrogade, but 
drift right into Rationalism. 

‘Father, forgiv them, for they know 
not what they do,” was not a good senti- 
ment. Condign punishment, commensur- 
ate with justice, were far better. I am 
an unreconstructed Union man. 

There is just one promis made by the 
omnipotent '* God" of the Jews and Chris- 
tians that he has fulfilled: In Ex. xxxiii, 
23, he promised to show his ‘‘ back parts,” 
and I must concede that he has done it 
most effectually throughout the entirety of 
that Bible. 

No honest, intelligent person can read 
the foregoing, and not concede, in mind, 
that it is truth. 

Please observe that, to the degree that 
Christianity has been abolished or diluted, 
to that extent has been the increase of ad- 
vancement in all countries not infested 
with some system of blackmail equally per- 
nicious, and that the United States, having 
abolished nearly all. of Christianity, is not 
a Christian nation. 

Yes; teach the Bible in the public 


schools. But teach it. 
Georat Newton, 


AT 2 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. SEPTEMBER 8, 1894. 


Ghildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 


tion? for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes 2 pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


“ Little Dirty Face." 


We hav alittle maid at home. 
She says, “ My name is Dwace.” 

To pa and ma she’s better known 
As “ Little Dirty Face." 


You “crub and dress that child at ten— 
White muslin trimmed with lace— 
In fifteen minutes, often less, 
She's Little Dirty Face. 


But smiles oft break that crust of dirt, 
And smiles the dimples chase. 

And tender eyes light up with love 
That little dirty face. 


'Tis naught but superficial dirt, 
Which scrubbing will erase. 
S^ ma and pa are rather proud 

Of Little Dirty Face. 


On tot’s small phiz the trouble is 
To find & kissing place. 

But, stay —I see & rosebud mouth 
On Little Dirty Face. . 


Then come and giv that sweet '* bear hug,” 
Thou little toddling Grace. 

Thy soul’s as pure as angel's robes, 
My Little Dirty Face. 


— Boston Transcript. 
— 


The True Ambition. 


And moving up from higher to higher, 
Becomes on fortune's crowning slope 
The pillar of a people's hope, 

The center of a world's desire. 

— Tennyson. 
ln every age since man's intellect has 

seen thelight of day, with the strongest at 
all times succeeding, there has been a 
thirst for power and glory. In the breast 
of nearly every person rests the hope that 
on some bright day, at some happy hour, 
fame and honor will be achieved and the 
world will bow in admiration for the suc- 
cess thus attained. And many, many in- 
dividuals pass through the gates of death 
hoping against hope, their wishes scattered 
to the winds, and their faith in this world 
amounting toamarvelousinnocence. But 
such is the decree, that only a few—a fa- 
vored few—will succeed, while the major- 
ity either fail or hold a common position 
in life. ‘‘The brave man ‘may fail, but 
cannot yield.” 

I hav read somewhere the maxim— 
** Fortune favors fools.” Is this really 
the case? I asked myself. Are the earnest 
and hopeful to be always doomed to dis- 
appointment, while the light-hearted and 
perhaps meaningless person wears the 
laurel of success? Can it be said that the 
great of all ages hav been fools, or did 
they achieve renown and aimiration by 
the hardest of work and the self-denial, for 
the time being, of all pleasures? Look over 
the history of the world, especially the 
history of the times in which we liv; 
study carefully the lives of all those who 
are famous, and, after becoming ac- 
quainted with the hardships they endured, 
and the privations and disappointments 
overcome, ask yourself, Are they fools? 
No, they are the shining lights of this 
world. By their dazzling brightness they 
illumined the world, and lighted the path- 
way for those who would follow. Who, 
then, is the fool? ‘Tis the person who 
dreams, always dreams, never tires dream- 
ing, and is always hoping and dreaming 
that his dreams will turn out true. This is 
the fool. A person that dreams and 
hopes, but never does one single act to 
make his dreams a truth. 


— 


Hence the fool’s paradise, the statesman’s 
‘scheme, 

The air- built castle, and the golden dream, 

The maid’s romantic wish, the chemist’s 
flame, 

And poet's vision of eternal fame. — Pope. 


And now we will ask: What is ambition? 
Ts there a good and false ambition, and 
ean it be said it is separate from the false 
longings of the heart? Is it distinct from 
the boastful vaporings of the petty man? 
Or is it an inordinate desire for fame and 
wealth and power? Or is it something 
that defies analysis? 

As we all should be aware, as vary the 

onditions of development, the environ- 
ments, the inherited powers and conditions 
of mentality, so vary the hopes and aspi- 


verse. 
may, this fact cannot escape our eyes. 
How often do the philosophic, the thought- 
ful, and studious minds feel shocked when 


at that. And what thoughts arise, when, 
opinion is expressed, ''Oh, that’s all 
right. Let everybody believe as they 
like. Itis all opinion, and my opinion is 
as good as yours." Isit? Is the opinion 
of a frivolous person as good as the opin- 
ion of a thoughtful and studious person? 
It may be where ignorance prevails, but 
not in the sunshine of intellectual wealth 
and grandeur. And what is the reason of 
this dissimilarity? Why, the conditions 
of development and the environments in 
every case were different. 

I once read a story of howa queen of 


petted nearly every minute of the day, and 
had special food for it and special attend- 
ants to look after it. But the cat, in its 
loungings around the palace, found an en- 
trance into the king’s workshop, where, 
along with other cats, it managed to de- 
stroy several valuable pieces of work. One 
day the king came into the room suddenly 
while the cats were holding judgment over 
one of their number, and the worthy king, 
in his worthy rage, picked up a hammer, 
aimed it, and seriously injured his wife's 
favorit cat. The poor beast managed to 
find its way into the drawing-room, and 
the anger of the queen can be better imag- 
ined than described, and the poor old king 
came in for the worst scolding he ever had 
in his life. How much truth or fiction the 
story contains I do not pretend to know, 
but as such cases, where animals are petted 
aud loved, while suffering humanity is 
neglected, can be found in our own 
aristocratic society, the quéstion naturally 
arises: Should this be the ultimate object 
of one’s life, and can we call sach an ab- 
surdity an ambition? : 
By outward show, let's not be cheated, 
An ass should like an ass be treated.—Gay. 
Again, there are many whose sole hap- 
piness is frequenting a bar-room, having a 
proficient knowledge of billiards, and be- 
ing able, very generally, to drink at 
another’s expense. In every large city 
there are numberless examples of this class, 
and the youth of the city who spends his 
time in such a manner is sad to contem- 
plate, and the number so doing is startling. 
Most of these young men are to be the 
men that make the future. They are to be 
the providers of homes, the caretakers of 
families, and the fathers of children. And 
the position of & bar-room lounger, after 
the day's work is over, is all that many 
such young menattain. Can this becalled 
ambition? : 
Again, there is a olass of people, orderly 
and of irreproachable character, who are 
satisfied with the position in life which they 
occupy. A good sustenance, a happy home, 
and plenty of legitimate pleasure—this is 
all they want. They liv and die; they per- 
form no good deeds, but liv for themselvs. 
Their death is never a loss to the commu- 
nity, and the only words of regret to be 
heard are, ‘‘They were good and quiet 
people,” Can this be called ambition? - 


Epwarp Dosson. 
[CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK, } 


i - 
Ideas of God. 
From Gero. H. Grsson, aged 18, North- 
ville, Mich. 

God is that conception of a mind by 
which that mind explains things, or some 
things, by causes other than those known 
or understood, or other than those thought 
to be known or understood, or other than 
those thought to be like those known or 
understood by that mind. 


From Bzssig Sogarrxn, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Definition of God, No. 2. God: An un- 
known quantity; an inferior quality, with- 
out shape, size, form, or body; it moves 
through all space without filling it; is less 
tangible than a shadow; more flexible than 
gum-elastie; its greatness is littleness; its 
power is weakness; its wisdom is foolish- 
ness. It is somewhere, anywhere, every- 
where, and when wanted is nowhere. It is 
something, anything, everything, but in 
partieular, nothing. 5 


the end; yet it never had a beginning, and 


nonentity. 


rations of every individual in this uni- 
Go where we will, be where we 


they happen to hear a person say that 
his ambitions are for pleasure, the lowest 


in conversation over a serious subject, the 


Corner. 


France had a cat which she pampered and. 


Summer Days at Onset. 
Woman: 


The Story Hour. 


is Alpha and Omega 
—the first and the last; the beginning and 


will never hav an end. It is the author of 
nature, and yet no part of it; therefore a 


Correspondence. 


Luz, N. D., Aug, 12, 1894. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: This is my first let- 
ter to the Corner. My papa takes THE 
TaurH Seexer and mamma thinks there 
is no other paper like it. I read the Cor- 
ner every week. I do not want to be 
anything buta Freethinker. I am nine 
years old and go to school and study read- 
ing, writing, spelling, geography, arith- 
metic, and physiology. My sister Nellie 
wrote to the Corner some time ago. I 
will close now, hoping this will escape the 

waste basket. Your Liberal friend, 

' Exma RUKKE. 

Fort Stanton, N. M., Aug. 12, 1894. 
Miss Wixow, Dear Friend: I seat my- 
self this morning to write to the Children’s 
I love to read the little letters 
very much. I am thirteen years of age, 
and my birthday is May ist. I am not 
going to school now, but I guess I will go 
this winter. Last winter we moved to 
Lincoln, which is about twenty miles from 
here, for school. I hav five brothers and 
three sisters, and I am the strongest Free- 
thinker among us. My father is a true 
Freethinker. There is to be preaching 
here to-day. I like to go to church just to 
be going and sometimes to make fun after 
it is over. There was camp-meeting here 
about two weeks age. I would like to hav 
that book, ‘‘ Right Living.” My father 
will giv me the money for it. He thinks it 
isa nice book, and I believe it is too. 
would like to hav something nice, like 


[mn] 


that, to read. We would hav had a dance 
last night if the sky-pilot had not been at 
the place where it was to hav been held. 
Some of the people who had' charge of it 
wanted to stand in with him, so they 


turned ‘it into a singing party. Well, 


I would be ever so thankful for the book. 


Your little Freethinking friend, 
Berrua May Coz. 


[Always glad to hear from ‘Bertha.— 


E». C. €.] 


Home Seekers in California 


Will find it to their advantage to call ou or ad- 
dress the undersigned. 
per acre. 

4t34 


and from $10 to $500 
O0 NEUHAUS 
Los Gatos, Cal. 


MATRIMONIAL. 


Rank Materialist, farmer, age 30, on the Pacific 


coast, desires to correspond with mental comrade 
of 20 to 25 ye:rs. 


ddress COSMOS, 
. care TRUTH SEEKER 


FU in a Jfutshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 
A condensation of the fundamental argumer 


against Ohristianity. 


A Very Good Little Missrenary Work. 
Price, 15 cenis. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


84 pages.  Il- 

lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 
Four Centuries of Progress. 

By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
AN in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 

12mo, 300 pp., $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories fo 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.25. : 
An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 18 just what its title implies_thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Ohristianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 


that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gas vianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 5 


Price, 2y cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental jou 
orthodoxy to Bationalism. HRey froi 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 


Essay on téitracles. 


By DAVID HTMS. 


Te pe 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M, BABCOOE, Price. 15 cents. 


ion and impede the progress of man. It shows. 


Books oy neiea H. Gardener, 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 F'ascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Erics. cloth, $1:. paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A. NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. 1 


Pushed by Unseen Hanis, 


SHORT STORIES. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Price, cloth $1. l Paper, 50 cents. 
A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTS: 


1 A Splendid Judge of a Woman -The Lady of the 
Glub—Under P. 7 


ub—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery The, une is cu An- 
— Floren a: ell’s 
ioie My Patient's Pate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 
Preface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the Oity’s Dead - An Irre- 
spon ible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibility of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in its Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
ense in 
Surgery. 

Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read it 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
'" A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price, 25 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lio ral who will canva:s for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Il- 
lustrated." In fact we know one man who worke 
at it but a few hours wekly and so d nesrly 
fifty copies ina month. The price is low; every; 
body knows the Old Testament stories. 80 
nearly everybody would like a hook applying 
nineteenth-century vit and knowledge to them. 
People lie to laugh. Reverence for the Oli 
Tes ament tales has largely disappeared 9n 
jokes at the expensa of Jonah and Joseph ^ 

san and Samson and:D vid, and the other wor- 
tbies of unsavory reputation, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It seems to us that the book. will sell at 
sigbt. It dees herein the store. Lipérais out of 
employment will find this a good way to make $n 
honest dollar. 

Terms to Agents Sent on%Application: 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


SEPTEMBER 8, 1894. 573 


‘The’ Bible baxqutirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 

With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
“ar piures. Including Questions Answered ürmatively and Negatively by Quotations from th. 
Bibie. Al o, Other Bible References of Importance. 

Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Price, 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 23 Lafayette Place. New York City 


THE CANDLE. 


FROM UNDER 


THE BUSHEE 


By WILLIAM HART. 


1.306 Questions to the Clergy and for the Con- 
sideration of Others. 


The author, while a sincere church member, obeyed the in- 
junction to search the scriptures, which led to the propounding of 
these queries, no clergyman can answer rationally and remain a 


Christian. 
PRICE 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ?3 Lafayette P!., New York. 


POPULAR EDITIONS 


Thomas Paine's Works. 


VAAN 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.; 
6 copies for $1; cloth, 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Fap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(Lite). By J. E. Remsborg. 
Portrait. Pap..t0c.; clo.,75c. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 

„Revolution Pap., 40c.; clo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp.; 
clo.. $8; leather, #4; morocco, 
gilt edges, $4.50. 

LIFE OF. By C. Blanchard, 

=| Pan »40c.: clo., with portrait, 60c. 

LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and ligious Career in 
America, France, and England, 
and a Sketch by William Cobbett. 
'The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 50c. 

LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28. $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10c 

POLITICAL WORKS: '*Com- 
mon Sense,” “ Crisis," " Rights of 


Man" $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN, Answer to 
Burke’s Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. NX 40 c ; clo.. 75c. 

TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 10c, 

THEOLOGICAL GEESE Age 
of Reason,” " Examination of the | 
Prophecies,” etc., with Life of | 
Paine and steel portrait, $1.50. 

VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 

Otssrver. By È G. Ingersoll. t0c 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette l'lace. New York 


DTN RA tes 


By GEO. X. 
| MACDONALD. 


Es THUMBSCREW AND RACK 


10 Cts 
PER COPY 


12 COPIES 
^ $1.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy inquisition. 


THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbserew, Iron Collar. the Rack, the Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks, 
the Heretic Catcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a on th peer (gag), Iron Masks recommended 
by the Inquisition, Breaking and. Mi haha, ius the Wheel, the Ducking Gage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date, the Execution Bell, ete. : 

“I used to read in books," says Colonel Ingersoll, " how our fathers persecuted mankind But I 
never appreciated it. Lreadit, butit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the infamies ve have been committed in the name of religion until I saw the iron arguments thag 
Christians used.' € ç 

Price, 10 Cents per Copy. = ~ 12 Copies for $1.00 o 
BUY A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCATIER THEM AMONG YOUR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORSI 
Address THE 1RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read it. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position, A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception. of inherent rights 

Chapter 1I deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a luman being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced: egrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

_ Chapter III is on The Canon Lauw, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient GATZA NON gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the e ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy" and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
MES of their property; daughters cou'd be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. 

Chapter Iv-Matqnette is oa Feudalism and its degradation of women, tho rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the beads of the church, baptism of nude women in the carly Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, ete. — x j 

Chapter V—Witcheraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect à woman of witeheraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the cleryy not to suffer witch to liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining universal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim l'athers" continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. s 

Thechapter on “ Wives” shows how the disrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—tLat the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Lible—tuat they were not admitted as witmesses— 
that civil marriage 18 opposed by the church. ý e 

In Chapter VII is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other " prin- 
sipal reformers” favored it, as we l as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. 

In the 1ast three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman's sufferings as interference with her “curse, of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of womun's “inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 

The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itisalso extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
woman's cause it opens an Age of Reason, It ought to be widely read for the good it 

ill do. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEK"- 


HAND-BOOK 
FREETHOUGHT 


By W. S. BELL. 


* 


In cloth, $5; tn Aalf-leather binding, $3. 


di d A No 


Faine’s "Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
v .riety of subjects inclnde all the disputed points between Christianity and Exsothons bt 
Cioth, $1; paper, 50 cents, ddregs THE TRUTH REFREP 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given— poetic, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
sll in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 

ILLUSTRATED. 

A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 

A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at a 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Single copy, 25 cents, Five copies for $1. 


574. 


Jot for Darsons. 


HEDGE-HOG PHILOSOPHY. 


* Am Brudder Johnsing in de hall dis 
evenin’?” inquired the president of the 
Limekiln Club, as he rose and glanced up 
and down the aisles. 

** He ar,” promptly replied a voice from 
the region of the alley stairs. 

** Den he will please step dis way." 

Brother Johnson is nearly seven feet 
high, as thick as a corn-colored envelop, 
and makes a regular business of having 
three different kinds of asthma all at once. 
He slouched forward, dragging his long 
feet behind him, and when he reached the 
president’s desk Brother Gardner said: 

“ Brudder Johnsing, I war ober to my 
fam’ly grocery de odder night to see if de 
price ob turnips had fell, an’ yo’ come in 
an’ bought five p’nds of buckwheat flour 
an’ a hunk o’ codfish,” 

“Yes, sah; I was dar,” replied Mr. 
Johnson. 

‘Yo’ was jest about to go when de ole 
man Climax come in fur a pint of ’lasses, 
an' it warn't two minntes befo' de two of 
yo’ was disputin’ 'bout how long ago the 
world was created.” 

‘Yes, sah; but dat ole man hain’t got no 
sense in his head.” 

** T heerd yo’ call him a liar.” 

** But he done call me a fule.” 

“I heerd yo’ call him a crank.” 

** But he done called me a humbug.” 

‘Yes; I heerd it all; an’ now I want to 
hev a leetle talk wid yo’, Brudder John- 
sing. How many y’ars ago was dis world 
created?” 

. ©] duno, sah; but I reckon I knows as 
much as dat ole man Climax.” 

** Dat's probably true, but neither of yo’ 
knows nuffin 'tall'bout it. Dat’s whar do 
trubble comes in. He said it was ten 
thousan’ y’ars ole, an’ yo’ stuck to it dat 
it wasa millyon. It’s human natur’ dat 
two intelligent pussons will sooner quarrel 
ober what dey doan know dan ober sunthin’ 
dey kin be suahcb. What we doan’ know 
we try to make up fur in argyment. What 
we lack in argyment we try to make up in 
blab. If we can’t bring a man to see 
things as we do, we call him a fule.” 

** How does he know dis world am ten 
thousan’ y’ars ole?” demanded Brother 
Johnson, with a show of spirit. 

“How does yo’ know it's a millyon?” 
blandly replied the president. ‘‘ Mebee 
yo’ve got some later news dan de rest of 
ns, but I doubt it. Let me say to yo’ as 
follers: 

“What yo’ believes in wid all yo’r 
heart may be altogether wrong. 

* De man who draps argument fur abuse 
admits dat he has got no case. 

*'*'De man who will admit his ignorance 
has a chance to learn wisdom; de man who 
won't must continyer to be a fule. 

**Yo' may silunce a man by holdin' an 
ax above his head, but he doan’ undergo n 
change of opinyon. ' 

“De man who prides hisself on allus 
bein’ right, makes brass take de place ob 
knowledge. 

“Itam only a fule who believes dat dis 
thing or dat thing am so bekase he has 
heerd hisself say so. 

“Brudder Johnsing, when you stood 
dar, wavin’ dat buckwheat flour in one 
hand an’ de codfish in de odder, an’ callin’ 
dat ole man an idiot case he wouldn’t add 
990,000 y’ars to the age of de world to 
please yo’, I was ashamed dat yo’ belonged 
to dis club. When yo’ went out an’ dat 
grocery man axed me who dat umbrageous 
niggar was, I done make out dat I didn't 
hear the question, an' I felt so put out dat 
I forgot to enquar 'bout de turnips.” 

“I’m sorry,” humbly replied Brother 
Johnson, as his knees wabbled under him. 
“If I meet dat ole man Olimax again, I 
jest gwine to walk right by him and say 
nuffüin." . 

“I reckon yo’ better, fur I tells yo’ 
plainly dat yo' has cum powerful nigh 
gettin’ bounced outer dis club. Yo’ drap 
back dar by de stove an’ sot down an’ stay 
sot an’ chaw de cud of reflecksun. De nex’ 
time yo’ meet a pusson who frows his arms 
around his head an’ yells at de top of his 
voice dat he knows de exact age of de 
airth, you want to exhibit some sense in 
yo’r head." 

“I will, sah.” 

‘Yo’ take yor buckwheat flour in one 
hand an’ yo’r codfish in de odder an’ slip 
right out an’ git fur home an’ leave him to 
talk to a box of clothes pins. On de way 
home you can console yo’self wid de re- 
flecksun dat if de pa’r of yo’ was to kick 
an’ bite an’ gouge an’ pull ha’r an’ tear up 
forty rods of sidewalk it wouldn’t make 
the slightest difference ’bout de age ob de 
world. In my younger days I used to go 
aroun’ declarin' dat no whale ebber swal- 
lowed Joner. I dind’t see it done and so 
wouldn’t believe it. One day I met aman 
who declar’d that de whale did swaller 
Joner. We argued an we hollered. We 
quarreled an’ we fit. I broke his nose an’ 
he split my ear, an’ a policeman swallered 

us boaf, an’ we got thirty daysin de cooler, 
Itam nuffin to me 'bout whales an’ Joners. 
I don’t care two shucks whether de world 


am fifty-millyon or only two hundred y'rs 
old. If Cain killed Able, dat was all right; 
if he didn't, it was all de same. I could 
hev a fight 'bout such things ebery day in 
de week, but what good would it do? 
While I am discussin’ Dan'l in de lion’s 
den, de weeds are growin’ in my tater 
patch, an’ while I am punchin de head of 
de man who doan believe de story ob de 
Red Sea I miss two good jobs ob white- 
washin’. Sot down, Brudder Johnsing, 
sot down, an’ shet yo’r head, an’ let de age 
of de world slide off yer back an’ git lost 
among de pigweeds an’ de thistles of de 
activ present. —JAM. Quad. 


How’s This! 


We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward 
for any case of Catarrh that cannot be 
cured by Hall’s Catarrh Cure. 

F. J. CHENEY &CO., Props., Toledo, O. 

We, the undersigned, have known F. J. 
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe 
him perfectly honorable in all business 
transactions and financially able to carry 
out any obligations made by their firm. 

West & Troax, Wholesale Druggists, 
Toledo, O. 

WarnpING, Kinnan & Marvin, Wholesale 
Drum Toledo, O. 

Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally, 
acting directly upon the blood and mucous 
surfaces of the system. Price, 75c., per 
bottle. Sold by all Druggists, Testimo- 
nials free, 


z a 
His Knee 

A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
“Life,” by “the prince of orators,” Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
,urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, ‘ one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only ?5 cents, post-paid. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

98 Lafavatte niana. New York 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


Waifs and 
can Story. 


Paper, , 50 
ich with 


cents, “A 
iy from 


incident an 


‘The au- 
; The divine 
creative spark is within hi 3 
filled with manly thoughts, expressed in 
manly words—the transcript of & manly min: 
Every Liberal should read * Golden Throne.’ 


—[Ingersoll. Price, $1. TI 
Ingersoll and Jesus, A conversation in 
rhyme between the Nineteenth Centnry 


Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Jndian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. ce, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 35 cents. . 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 
For all of the above address - 

THE TRUTH SEEKER COQ. 


28 Lafavette place, New York. 


Force and Matter; 


"eimciples of the Natural Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By PRorEssog LUDWIG BUCHNER, MD. 
wUNTENTS ; 


Oros and Matter, The Fitness of Th_ngs ir 
mmortality of Matter, _ Nature (Teleology), 
mmortality of Force, Man, 

afinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 

‘alue of Matter, Thought, 

fotion, Consciousness, 


‘orm, | Seat of the Soul, 
mmutability of Natural Innate Ideas 
ATS, The Idea of God, 
‘nivezsality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
Laws, ital Force, 
“he Heavens, . The Soul of Brutes 
?ericds of the Creation Frea Will, 
of the Earth, . orality, 
sciginal Generation, Concluding Observa 
sectilas Generation, tions. 


Senn 818 Addrass TRH TRUTH SEREMK 


D 
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JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


By SUSAN H., WIXON. | . 


Ethics as Understood by a Student of Science. Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What is Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, . 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautiful Charity, 

What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, clety. and Honor, |.  : 
Concerning Education, ratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, $ 

Conduct; or Right Doing Avarice, Not a Means to Life’s 


JUST OUT!. 


E 


ife, 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Qontrol, . ES '.. Blossoms, ... . 
Fortit ude a Noble Possession, - Self-Respect, : : .. Reasonand Free Inquiry. 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish ridé and’ Silly Preju- Free 8 eech, 5. 7 
Is the Use of Tobacco. Danger- dice, A Free Press, $ 


Anger, the Distorter, 
The Angel of Forgiveness, 
Observation & Great Facult: ^ 


. Rights of Animals, .: 
Rights of Ohildreny. E 
uman Ri 8; or the i 
Perseverance, the Friend of Man, . of Mans n Ll auality 
Punctuality, a Promoter of Suc- Moral Cleanliné y 

cess MUI ae 
The Dificulties of Life, ~ 


Temptation; the Demon ön the’ 


ous? 
Cultivation of Individuality; 3 
Character, a Jewel of Great Price, 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, 
Industry, the Staff of Life, 
Value ofa Trade, . 
Recreation a Necessity, 
Games of Chance, 


eda Heme, 
ontinued. — 
“Gentlewoman, |; e 


Truth and Falsehood, highway, ` Best Society, . ; 
What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 
of a Promise. Power of Will Wisdom. u f 


Frauda Crime, 
The Poison of Slander, g , E 

Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 299 pages—which 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother-—these sentences from the works of ioh ahe 


Courage, a Necessity to Right > 
Living. z ji 


synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 3 


As with the physical, so with the ethical. A belier, a8 yet. fit/ul and partial; t$ beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there is an indissoluble bond between causé. and consequence, an 
inexorable destiny, 4 law AE altereth no HorbertSpencer. ^... © EN 

ng is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; tn. fact, the highest: metho 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. cedo c RM g. n d, the 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good 
PRICE, $1.00. x ie ure 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place;-Néw York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


paper; 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of: Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 


Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. . 
By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Boox I.—PrLEASURE: Chap. I.—Sources of SORTENT Sh i IL Material Pleasures ‘hap It. — 
Jon Pese Chan, 1V Sogl perse, Chap. Vo Pleasaron of fhe Savage, tho 
Boox IL—INTELLEOTUAL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Purpose of life. Chap, . -Material Pleacures, 


Chap. III.—Ideal Pleasures: Knowledge. Chap. IV.—Ideal P1 : Re . .—V. 
Ideni Pleasures: Character. Chap. V. social Pleasures. Chap. VIL. nP a: 


potism. 
Boox III.—MonaL DEVELOPMENT: Chap. I.—Morality. Chap. II.—Material Plea: t 
hap. I[I.—Material Pleasures: Refinement. Chap. -—Ideal Pleasures: pudene. 
Chap. V.—ídeal Pleasures: Civilization. Chap. VI.—Social Pleasures. Ohap. VII,—Vice 
Caused by Restraint. : 
Book IV.—SooiAL DEVELOPMENT: QOhap. I.— Progress. 


eo DECORE: hap. 1 Oaap. IL—Protection, Capitalism, and 


an Imminent, and a Proposed Violation of Individual 


Sovereignty. ap. —Condition of Agriculture. Chap. IV. blio Schools, the 
Mene, Mene, Tekel of Socialism. Chap. V.—Provi E is 
Mene, Mene, Tel p. rovince of Government. bap: VL. Our 


Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable production which 
men who are in every way qualified as judges of books: x ton w mo nbeye baen -rendered by 


This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over the deepest s twi 
out mu h thought whether the ice is thin oc not. It answers the greatest quest: on. What is the 
us , object, motive, purpose, and summum bonum of life, and the real cause and motive of progress? 
—by one word, Pleasure 1— Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 

He sharply attacks, also, modern methods of education, and in this he is most abundantly 
borne out py the fasts, and his arraignment is practically unanswerable. His book is altogether a 
curious andsuggestive one.—New York Commercial Advertiser. 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and knows what he is writing about. 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to fill up with vords for lack of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can read this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. Itis awork of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
sanas ar sontonoes aro Worth of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 

00 8 a wide reading, not only for its literary style ich i incisi 

eod nervon a yide rox ing p pere did y style, which is clear and incisive, but for 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of itas are the eloquent editor of. the: 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Seoular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, is splendidly printed trom large, clear type, on excel- 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 
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The Creation of God 


. By DE. JACOB HARTMANN: 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that ) atic 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah’s apostasy, XM ed ro tio Torma tion 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaldean idols, to Christ’s coming, the prinoi-: 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought anddeed. It is made plain that the : 

culiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- ` 
ng are the proper offspring of the then existing barbarism, ignorance, and superstition, constitut- ' 


ing the peculiar politics of the day. 
CONTENTS IN DETAIL: : 
The Universal Aspect. Elimination of Waste Substances 
The Earth. f . i In General. | 
The Chemical Aspect. y the Lungs. 
The Sun. BY the Ridwoys 
Digestion and Nutrition, am 


Genesis—The Creation. 

Genesis—The Garden of Eden. 

The Deluge. 

The Scriptural God—The Creation, 

The Creation of God—Abraham. 
Moses—Confirmation of the Idea of God, 


; he Mind, 
Sin and Salvation. UEM 


Samuel the Kingmaker. The Ecclesiastical Kindergarten, 

God Save the King. Rational Review. 

Jehovah Takes a Rest. Visions—Bible Dreams—Revelations. 

The End of National Life, The Planetary Gods. 

The CORAM RM Every Man His Own God. 

i i » &ateways to Knowledge. 
Organo Life Anhaa S Tables {ftorais Whenes They Spring. 
z The Master Tisgues. The Non Credo, 

The Muscular Tissues. Rules for Human Conduct 
The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Food and Food-Substances. Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind, 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden of Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
: In Cloth, #1; in Paper, GO Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 
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Gems of So AougAt. 


AS LONG 88 man sees his ideal behind 
him he will discover no truth.—JZnvesti- 
gator. 


A man’s time, when well husbanded, is 
like a cultivated field, of which a few acres 
produce more of what is useful to life than 
extensiv provinces, even of the richest soil, 
when overrun with weeds.—Hume. 


Consctous of high aims and feeble 
powers, we must do our utmost to extend 
those powers and realize those aims, at the 
same time that we clearly recognize the 
limits which separate what is modifiable 
from what is unmodifiable—G. H. Lewes, 


Tug man who givs his life for a prin- 
ciple has done more for his kind than he 
who discovers a new metal or names a new 
gas; for the great motors of the race are 
moral, not intellectual, and their force lies 
ready to the use of the poorest and weak- 
est of us all.— Lowell. 


Uncover its roots, and the theory of 
coerciv education will be found to grow 
not out of man’s love of his offspring, but 
out of his love of dominion. Let anyone 
who doubts this listen to that common 
reprimand—‘‘ How dare you disobey me?” 
and then consider what the emphasis 


means. No, no, moral-force education is 
widely practicable even now .' parents 
were civilized enough to usei Herbert 


Spencer. 


Renicton has been a foe o liberty of 
discussion, thought, and action. She has 
denounced the state and now she panders 
toit. She has denounced education and 
now she adulteratesit. She has denounced 
the press and now she uses it. She has 
denounced medicin and now she cannot do 
without it. The monumental labors of 
humanity, crystallized in the material and 
intellectual civilization of to-day, hav not 
been directed by religion, but by the 
blood of men who hav moistened the lives 
of priests, by the bodies of men who hav 
fattened their bodies, and by those whose 
bones are now burrowed by worms in 
their graves,—Stanley Jones. 


Tus whole world is only a great concert, 
in which each one strikes his note and 
plays his part, and in which each one of us 
ought to be proud to add to the general 
harmony, and not to curse and hate those 
who labor in different spheres and with 
different aptitudes. I love to contemplate 
this magnificent union of every force 
which tends to bestow repose, prosperity, 
and greatness on my country; and I am 
deeply moved when I think of all that 
France could effect if sll her children 
would utilize their own innate resources, 
and place them at the disposal of the 
publie service and of their country—Arch- 
bishop Darboy (shot by the Communists). 


Tue Israelites, a nation of sheep-feeders, 
had been for a considerable time in a 
hosti! position toward the Egyptians, a 
nation of tillers of the ground. They 
were going to wander as sheep-feeders in 
the desert, and, at the first convenient 
time, they were to attack the Canaanites, 
: a nation of tillers of the ground. It 
seemed desirable that they should hav 
some pretense for doing so; and one was 
found, in the belief that, from the earliest 
ages, the agriculturist had, when oppor- 
tunity was favorable, oppressed the shep- 
herd; and, therefore, at any time, the 
shepherd tribe was entitled to revenge 
itself on any agricultural tribe. —Sir G. B. 
Airy, on the Myth of Cain and Abel. 


Tur ascetic who teaches us to despise 
happiness and exalt self-sacrifice has no 
reason to giv us for the asceticism he prac- 
tices save the hedonist reason that, in his 
opinion, it will result in the long run ina 
surplus of pleasure. And his opinion is 
mistaken; that is all the difference. Once 
induce him to believe and understand that 
the universe is not governed by an omnip- 
otent fiend who ''sends yin to heaven 
and ten to hell a’ for his glory "—and he 
ceases to be an ascetic; he becomes a 
hedonist. Do we not know it well, all we 
of the new faith, who were nourished in 
the old, and abandoned it perforce when 
we found it at last wholly lacking in his- 
toric, philosophie, and -ethical basis?— 
Grant Allen. 


Aut social philosophy belongs to self 
strength. Any act which beggars another 
offends truth. Any act which is not in 
the direction of the extinguishment of de- 
pendency is traitorous to social health. 
The structure is weakened at the founda- 
tions. Effort which does not aim at and 
culminate in individual independence and 
power, whatever its motiv, is base and de- 
structiv. The asides in this: great drama 
are the pitiful sermons of priests and 
philanthropists who apologize in palliativs 
for present evils and who drink at no 
fountain of brave and absolute conviction. 
They are the mere accidents and ephemera 
of the play. They enter and cross the 
stage, but are not essential to the plot.— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


` ty J. G. Honvoaxe. 


DEMAND POND'S 


EXTRACT. * AVOID 
ALL IMITATIONS. 


FOR | 
IALL PAIN 
Rheumatism 
i Feminine 
Complaints 
Lameness 

| Soreness 
Wounds 
Bruises 
Catarrh 
Burns 


US Piles 
POND’ 
EXTRACT 


It will Gure. 


i The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 2118 
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FAC-SIMILE OF 
BOTTLE WITH 
BUFF WRAPPER. 
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ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street, New York. 52t19 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. — 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model forthe Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
vounded on every occasion. 


In paper, 25 cents; in cloth, 60 cents 


THE " | 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
Price, 5 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groraz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 
. Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is & part of 
his conclusion regarz:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

igs ‘Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. |. „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
Al! nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural. 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature Universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and 2 terrible force in ths 
words of its traditiona] enemy—W here is now 
thy God? f 

ustrated. Price. cloth, $2. 

n Address. ‘THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


S000000 
$4 CRAND DISCOVERY ! 


WANTED —A live man or woman in every 
county where we have not already secured a 
representative to sell our ‘Nevada Silver” 
SOLID METAL. Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumers; aaolid metal white as silver; no p 

wear off s goods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth that of silvers the chance of s life- 
time ; agents average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales everywhere, so great is the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 


lion Dollare’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. «5, Boston, Mass. 


MAGIC LANTERNS) 


And STEREO 
for 

amall capi p 

NeVe 


Ge Tprottable Disnea Jor a man, 
ness 6 ma: 
Lanterns for Home Amusement, 250 Catalogue 
MCALLISTER, Mfg. Opticians, 49 Nassau St», 


‘Studies In Theology. 


J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taini ight chapters in refutation o 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 

ure thought, and correct in 


all its utterances. 
ice, 25 cents. a 
A clear exposition 
f the biblical story of man’s " creation," an 
S enrse," theologically denominated “ the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. j 
The Bible Against It ini 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradic tions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 
The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 


ti f the assumption that he was a divine 
erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
Pestament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it oe a ELE 

THE Y ; 
Address. Lafayette place, Now York’ 


AT NEW ROCHELLF. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


AND 
Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND 


The Assemblage. 


What they are: 


1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
and other econ pants standing, showing Oolo- 
nei Iagersoll, President Rowley, 8. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. 


Mr. Pntnam Reads A Poem. 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Hnmanity. 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 30th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Hocheile. on May 30th, and are historically. patri- 
otically, and artistically T valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Liberals who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Mis: Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photographs are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
18 seventy-five cents each. . 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
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CHRIST a er 
283) be CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


WAS 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, With a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents.. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


AOOOUNT OF 
vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Ttself. Containing 


Colonel Ingersoll Canses n Smile.. 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
. Jssuxs oF 1891.—$3. : 


: . Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891............:........ 80 25 
Men, Women, and Gods. Helen H. Gar- 

ener,......... 50 
The Age of Reason. 
trated..... ED 25 
Answers to Ohristian Q 
_ nott. ,.... Seuseleveetes reb aged ede sive s... 25 
Ohristian Absurdities. John Peok....... 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire............ 10 
TheCrisis. Thomas Paine. lllustrated..... 40 > 
Sabbath Breaking. JohnE.Hemsburg...... 95 
avels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
,80n. Robert O. Adams....... PEE 25 
Strike of a Bex. George N. Miller............ 25 
My Religious Experience. Samuel P. Put- * 
LATO. .ecrrlin prre pe trikse si Vers ess M rene 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. É.Longshore................ 50 
IssugS oF 1892,—$8. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W: Foote............. 25 
ghts of Man. Thomas Paine, lllustra- " 
OG MENU MR TOM $e 
Was OhristOrucifled? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
pit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen 
. . dener..... g sesindsins STE 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg.. 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk.. 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire.................. 25 
Why Dont God Kil the Devil? M. “a 
cock,......... mae E O 
Liberty in Literature. Testimonial to 
Whitman, with Funeral Address. 
. _By Gol. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Tectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
rootor.......... PEERS PATTE TE (135 
Candle Prom Under the Bushel. Wm. À. 
BE Goose eve esr eec vene m e 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged...................... 80 
False aims of the Ohurch. John E. 


Remsburg....... ............ee eee e 1 
Issues or 1898.—$8. 


Thomas Paine "Vindicated. Ool. Robert 


15 
50 
25 
40 
50 
ligion a Lie. §. P. Putnam....... E EN 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
TuE TRUTS SEEKER.............. eee 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsburg................. eee 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fai 
trated. S.P. Put 25 
16 
15 
i 
A, Jacobson.. » 
Her Awful Di 
ewhall Oonvent....... HEADS 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
. Wixon............... AED T 10 
Thumb ne oF e dA 
umbscrew and Hack. Geo. E. Macdonald 1 
Helf-Oontradietion«of the Bible W H Burr 15 
. During the year other standard Freethought 


works willbe published and sent to subscribers 
a8 they appear. 
pedis subaoribers at ig area all the namhera 

yəar. In ordering please 
which year is desired, ep any 

Single numbers so:d at prices quoted. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these Manufactn- 
rer's Prices. 

REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen's Stze. 

, Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jewels, $6 5u; 15 jewels, 88; 15 Jewels. fully ad- 
Justed, %10; 17 jewels, adju~ted, $14. In 8 ounce 
coin silver case, $'0, $11 50, $18. $15, $19. In 4 
ounce, $1 extra. In 14 kt gold filled, open face, 
21 year case, $14, $15.50, $17, 619. $23. Hunting 
case, 83 extra, In 10 kt, 15 year case, either 


kind, #8 less. 
Ladies’ Size. 
Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
ca-es, 7 jewels, $13; 11 jewels, $14.50; 15 jewels, 
$1, In 4 kt, solid golu, hunting cases, $28. 


THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchable) hair +pring, beautiful, double sunk, 

an» ied dial, nickel, gola damascened finish, ad. 
justed to heat and cold and positions. Lates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect time 
keeper. 

i Gentlemen's Size. 

Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case. $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; gold filled 14 kt., 21 yos open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 10 kt., 15 year cases, $8 


less. 
Ladtes’ Size. 


Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. Vii 
All gold and filled oaser made bv best mannfac- 
turers as Boss, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 
engine turn- d, or artistically engraved. 
oods shipped by express, oharges prepatd. 
SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWBPLBER. 
Send for price-lists ROCHELLE, ILL. 


STRONG, HEALTHY MANHOOD 


CO. 
lit; 
s 


d mportant medical 
ward Application—a 


tive rem- 
edy of the kind in EA aA Puede at suc- 
ce88. dress, 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Say whore yon saw thisadver. Vinelani, N 


BW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trast the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not Waste their 
timeland money on Ohristian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 

PA 
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A GOOD DESCRIPTION OF THE SKY-PILOTS.—Hosea vi, 9; vii, 4. 


JY ows of the (Dock. 


RAINMAKER Frank MELBOURNE com 
mitted suicide at Denver. 


In Brazil the feeling is daily growing 
more favorable to Moraes, president-elect, 


Tue Democrats defeated the Populists 
in the state election held in Arkansas last 
Monday. 


REPRESENTATIV GORGE B. Saaw, of Wis- 
consin, died at his home in Eau Claire on 
August 27th. 


Fonzs8T fires are reported raging in 
Crawford county, Mich. "They are exten- 
siv and very disastrous, 


THREE companies of French troops were 
cut to pieces by Soudanese, when making 
a sortie from Timbuctoo. 


Br the collapsing of a bridge over a ra- 
vine in Fairmount Park, Kaneas City, Mo., 
twenty people were injured. 


Tur Texas Republicansnominated W. K. 
Makenson for governor. They stand for 
the doctrin of extreme protection. 


On August 29th the Brooklyn Biscuit 
Works, first opened that day, were totally 
destroyed by fire. Loss, $200,000. 


Governor Truumam, of South Carolina, 
says: ‘‘My Democracy means white su- 
premacy." He wants no negro votes. 


CELIA THAXTER, the poet, died in her 
home at the Isle of Shoals, N. H., on 
August 26th. She was born June 29, 1836. 


Tux cholera is slowly spreading in Hol- 
land, and also in Belgium. The Meuse 
valley is infected from Maestricht to Se- 
raing. 


Pouior Justion Ryan, of this city, tells 
the police that they must not arrest women 
for simply loitering, for loitering is not a 
crime, 


TweLvs thousand tailors went out in New 
York on September 3 against the task 
system. It is expected that many more 
will follow soon. : 


Ir is estimated that three-fourths of the 
recently unemployed in Chicago are now 
at work. This would leave about twenty- 
five thousand still idle. 


Tue Democrats of Delaware nominated 
Ebe W. Tunnell for governor. They re- 
affirm the Chicago platform and indorse 
federal non-interference. 


Congressman Wirm L., WirnsoN, of 
West Virginia, the Democratic tariff reform 
leader, has been enthusiastically renomin- 
ated, for the seventh term. 


Tue Commercial Company has extended 
one of its Atlantic cables from Coney 
Island to this city, being the first ocean 
cable brought to New York. 


In order to prevent the spread of the 
cholera, Emperor William, of Germany, 
has forbidden the gathering of large 
crowds of civilians during the military 
maneuvers, 


ders and outrages committed. 
complications are feared. 


police department 


commissioners. 1 
be the next one placed on trial. 


Tur United States will soon hav five war 


vessels in Chinese and Japanese waters. 
These are the ** Monocacy,” ‘‘ Baltimore," 


** Qoncord," ‘‘ Petral,” and ‘‘ Charles- 


ton." 


Privats Grover Furnt, of the United 


States army, grandson of the late Dr. Aus- 


tin Flint, has just inherited a half million 


dollars, and has secured his discharge 
from the army. 


DxsogpER and revolution are spreading 


in central and southern Morocco. A num- 


ber of towns hav been pillaged and mur- 
Serious 


At Memphis the grand jury returned 


736 indictments against saloon-keepers for 
selling without licenses, and against the 
county clerk and citv license inspector for 
wilfully failing to collect liceuse and other 
privilege taxes. 


GovzgBNOR TinumMaNn made a clean sweep 


in the South Carolina Democratic prima- 
ries. i 
pendent ticket, but at this date it seems 
almost certain that Tillman will succeed 
Senator Butler. 


The conservativs may run an inde- 


DxoaPrrATION proceeds in the New York 
Captains Devery and 
Cross and Wardmen Smith, Glennan, and 


Burns were last week dismissed by the! 
Captain Stephenson will ; 


Errorts are being made to secure from 
Governor Flower a pardon for John Y. 
McKane, the Gravesend boss convicted of 
election frauds and sent to Sing Sing for 
six years. If he released he will be re- 
arrested at once on other charges of the 
same nature. 


The report of the engineers’ board ap- 
pointed by the president to examine and 
report on the proposed New York and New 


Jersey bridge has been made public. 


Three plans are submitted, two for canti- 
levers, one for suspension, varying in cost 
of construction from $25,448,000 to $51,- 
128,000. 


ANOTHER famous war governor is dead, 
Samuel Jordan Kirkwood of Iowa passed 
away at Iowa City ou September ist, at 
the age of eighty one. He served three 
terms as chief magistrate of lowa, was 
twice elected United States Senator, and 
was secretary of the interior under 
Garfield. f 


QENERAL NATHANIEL Prentiss BANKS, 
the commander of the disastrous Red 
River expedition, died at his home in 
Waltham, Mass., on September ist. He 
had been bobbin boy, machinist, editor, 
member of the legislature, lawyer, Con- 
gressman, speaker of the House, governor, 
railroad president, and major-general. 


On August 31st six Negroes, arrested on 
the charge of incendiarism, and being con- 
veyed to Memphis in a wagon, were way- 
laid and shot to death by a band of fifty 
masked men. Hundreds of bullets were 
fired into the helpless prisoners, who were 
handcuffed and chained together. The 
detectiv who had them in charge and the 


: driver of the team hav been arrested. 


AN earthquake shock in western Texas 
released subterranean waters and flooded 
a district two hundred miles square. Half 
the houses in Unvalde were swept away. 
Lives were lost and very much property 
destroyed. Several miles of the Southern 
Pacific track were washed out. A number 
of California fruit trains are stalled west 
of the break. 


Vast tracts of timber land hav been 
burned over in Michigan and Wisconsin 
during the last few weeks. The loss 
amounts to many millions of dollars. In 
the southern peninsula of Michigan there 
are firesin twenty-five counties, and in the 
upper peninsula it is still worse, many 
towns being in extreme danger. The 
dense smoke impedes navigation on Lake 
Michigan. 


On August 28th Governor Waite, of Col- 
orado, was arrested on the charge of open- 
ing and retaining a letter addressed to Mrs. 
Likens, formerly matron at.police head- 
quarters. President Mullins of the police 
board, Chief of Police Armstrong, and 
Kate Dwyer, police matron, were also ar- 
rested, At the preliminary examination 
before United States Commissioner Hins- 
dale, Governor Waite was released and the 
others were held. 


In the Congress just closed there were 
taken 308 official roll-calls, Mr. Boutelle, 
of Maine, missed 239 roll-calls; Mr. 
Cockran, of New York, 237; Mr. Dalzell, 
of Pennsylvania, 232; Mr. Dingley, of 
Maine, 259; Mr. Dolliver, of Iowa, 225; 
Mr. Gear, of Iowa, 224; Mr. Gillett, of 
Massachusetts, 266; Mr. Heiner, of Penn- 
Sylvania, 254; Mr. Hopkins, of Pennsyl- 
vania, 237; Mr. Houk, of Tennessee, 256; 
Mr. McDowell, of Pennsylvania, 257; Mr. 
Seranton, of Pennsylvania, 257; Mr. Settle, 
of North Carolina, 256; Mr Storer. of 
Ohio, 244; Mr. Taylor, of Tennessee. 252: 
Mr. Wheeler, of Illinois, 249; Mr. White, 
of Ohio, 264, and Mr. Wright, of Penn- 
sylvania, 270. 


"Tur most awful forest fire of the year 
Occurred in eastern Minnesota on Septem- 
ber 1 and 2. Six towns—Hinckley, Sand- 
stone, Pokegama, Sandstone Junction, 
Skunk Lake, and Mission Creek—were 
wiped out, and at least 500 lives were lost. 
It is probable that when all the returns 
are in from the back country districts the 
list of dead will be greatly lengthened. 
One train carrying a large number of pas- 
sengers was burned, but most of the pas- 
sengers saved themsblvs in the water and 
mud of Skunk Lake, the engineer having 
backed his train from near Hinckley, al- 
though he was badly burned as he stood in 
his cab, and the cars were on firein a dozen 
places. Relief for the destitute is being 
hurried forward from Minneapolis, St. 
Paul, Duluth, and other cities. The prop- 
erty loss foots up into the millions of dol- 
ars. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


| SCIENTIFIC BOOKS CHEAP- 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases. of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two eaeh 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
&. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 


History 


of Aucient Egypt. Rawlinson. 2 vols. 

housand Illustrations.. Copious Notes 
and Full Index. Arice, $1.25, postage paid. 

The Dawn of History; An Introduction to Pre- 
Historie Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth, 7 cents. 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology an 
the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultze 
75 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene. 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

Education. Intellectual, Moral, and Physical 
Progress; Its Laws and Cause. With other 
disquisitions. Two books in one. 75 cents. 

The.Data of Ethics, By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Political Science, containing Physics and Poli- 
tics. An Application of the Principles of 
Natural Science to’ Political Society, by 
Walter Bagehot; and History of the Science 
of Politics, by Frederick Pollock. 75 cents, 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 4 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages, By J. F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. : . 

Bound Volume of Humboldt Library, containing 
numbers 92 to 108. $2. 

Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, FR 
S.E., F.L S., with 35 Illustrations. $1. 

Iilnsions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 
Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. 
By Mary Wollstonecraft. $1. 

The Genesis of Science and the Factors of Or- 
ganic Evolution. Both by Herbert Spencer 
in one volume 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect of some Familiar Things. By : 
Williams, F,O.S. Two books ın one volume. 
76 cents. ` 

Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 

en. 75 cents. . 

The Pleasures of Life, By Sir John Lubbock, 

Bart. 75 cents. 


\ ‘ 

SELECT WORKS OF RIOHARD A. PROOTOR, 

Light Science for Leisure Hours. | 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. Six books in one volume. $1.50 


SELEOT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN, 


The Evolutionist at Large. 

Vignettes from Nature,and , 

Force and Energy; a theory of Dynamics. Three 
books in one volume. Cloth, $1. 


BRAIN = BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT. BETWEEN MENIAL SOENE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
' By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth. $1. O88 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


Modern Marriage. 
By EMILE ZOLA. 


Translated from the French by Benj. R. Tucker. 


In this his latest story Zola takes four typical 
fnarriages—one from the n.bility, one from the 
bourgeoisie. oue trom the petty bourgeoisie, and 
one from the working-people—and describes, with 
ali the power of nis wondrous art, how each orig- 
inates, by what motive each is inspired, how each 
is consummated, and how each results. 


Price, 15 Cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


THE: SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref- 
utation of the Claims of the 
Saboatariana. 
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Tore Ronan Catholics than 
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A Missionary Scheme. 

‘Tex eoru Sezxer has recently been doing, with 
the genexous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work, in this state particularly. We 
hay also given away thousands of arguments against 
the proposed national Sunday laws. Besides these, 
more thousands of Trura Szzkzns hav been sest- 
tered broadcast over the land. 

With the advent of hot: weather the political 
bodies nearly all adjourned, but the people of 
the country remained in session right along. And 
they are of not less importance than the politicians, 
and we want to devote a little attention to them. 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” It is 
,& book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
‘immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. 
been * answered " and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 


It has never 


hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hay one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Taz 
Truru Seexer, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we all loved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously ke 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acqnaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way publie opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the fund 


and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


——— 

The New York Advertiser, commending the ac- 
tion of the Constitutional Convention in adopting a 
proposed amendment against appropristions for 
sectarian schools, observes: 

“The plain truth of the matter is that churches 
and church societies are no more entitled to special 
consideration at the han?s: of the government than 
any other organization. A church edifice should 
be taxed just as well as a gymnasium or a club. 
The members of each of these organizations support 
them by voluntary contributions, and there is no 
just cause for any of them to dodge their pecuniary 
obligations to the state. Sentimentalists may cry 
out against this view of the case, but they canno$ 
present any arguments to controvert it that will 
stand the searchlight of logic and common sense.” 

The trouble is that the Constitutional Convention 
has not yet done any thorough work. Theists and 
Protestants can drive a herd of Texas steers through 
its school amendment without touching an effectiv 
prohibition anywhere. 
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fhe Moct Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
— A PE 5 - mE x 5 


FourHundred Yearsof Freethought. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. 

It will be a radical Historie Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. Me 

Tt will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual, Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


Movement. . MIC l TE 
Jt will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, E 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
: Nothing Can be More Interesting, 


more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 


NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
Tt will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
In One Harmonious. and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMANS EMANCIPATION 


from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 


THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a. 


Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. . 
THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. | Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Copernicus. Ethics. Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta. | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo.. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. “Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoneraft, 
Descartes. { Kepler. Comenius, Cervantes. Goethe. French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. | Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- rrison. Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton, Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. i 
Hobbs. Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine. Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns. Emerson. Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia. Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. . Mazzinni. Lincoln, argaret Fuller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Biichner. uxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill. Warren. Susan B. Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Teherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. "Petrofsky. MatildaJoslyn Gage. : 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 


Annie Besant. 


THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in overy domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the : 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and other Liberal associations 


throughout the world. 
It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 


thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- - 


tinction in other fields of effort. 


George E. Macdonald, 
E. M. Macdonald, 

L. K. Washburn, 
Ernest Mendum, 
Charles Watts, 


There will be the portraits of 


Capt. R. C. Adams, 
John R. Charlesworth, 
Samuel P. Putnam, 
John E. Remsburg, 
Franklin Steiner, - 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Katie Kehm Smith, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prot. J. H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 
Otto Wettstein, 


Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 
Elizur Wright,, 


T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parfon, illian Leland, 
Judge C. B. Waite. J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


&nd other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
snuuid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 


for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


The Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, J 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. 


Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time to this work and it will be published at the earliest. 


possible moment. 
The name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 
Yt will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 
your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universal presentation of. Freethought ever given to the public, and no Freethinker 


ean afford to be without it. It is a library in itself. ` l 
l Address orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 15, 1894. 


HOW TO GET 


FOUR HUNDRED -YEARS 


OF FREETHOUGHT - 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 


| to make our friends a most generous 


offer. i 

We need more subscribers to Tar 
TaurH SELKER, and every Freethinker 
needs * Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 


|regular rates ($12 in 
Jall), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 


Club a copy of “FOUR 

HUNDRED YEARS OF 

FREETHOUGHT,” 

FREE OF CHARGES, 
And further, to aid our friends in 

getting this book for themselves, we 

will offer : 

To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, ~ ` 
post free, a copy in boards of 


Old Testament Stories _ 
Comically Illustrated . 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF TIS. KIND EVER 
BUTS CONCEIVED, ` 


Or, if preferred, & copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL'S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 
in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
scribers. i 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 
free. . > 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—either “Old Testament 
Stories Comically lilustrated," or W. S. Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Gloth— all free 
hy post or express. 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2.to each new sub- 
scriber, as they get THE ‘I'rurH SEEKER 
one year and a dollar bo.k for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $1: ($3 ‘only 
from each) does this. 


We want tc +: ^ our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. . 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of “ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. : 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en 
rolled in its shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


3 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT.. 


E.M. Maoponanp, - - - -- Editor and Manager, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, -. - -  - SEPTEMBER 15, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION ‘RATES, 


Pescboeceoosccococoopoto. 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00. 
One subscription with two new subsoribers, in one remit- 
` Lm 7 00 


18IDOG, eee eee eeeneeoeehosotosotospeteosese ea esse eaae se oo 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should ve sent. by express company's money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or -by registered letter. 
Address communications, and make drafts, checks, post-optce 
and express money orders payable to. EH. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. ` 


SPECIAL NOTXICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


SOME HANDSOME PREMIUMS. 


To induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 
als on the parb of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: f 

For $6.50 we will send Tue Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 


the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we wil send Tux TaurH Szexer one 
year ($3) and «*Paine's Great Works Complete" 
($3). This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 


` erected in Ohicago, and of his monument in New 


Rochelle. 


For $5 we wil send Taz Trora Sxzrxk& one 
year ($3) and “The World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers ” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


"For $4.60 we will send Tuz Truru SEEKER one 
year ($3) and James B. Alexander’s “ Dynamic The- 
ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tur Trouru:Srzxer one 
year ($3) and “The Freethinker’ s Pictorial Text- 
Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tux Terura SEEKER one year 
($3) and “ The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tux Truru Sezxer one year 


($3) and a copy of * Old Testament Stories Comic- 
ally Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz Terura SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exceed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers, can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will call the attention of -their 
friends to the values offered. 


The Constitutional Convention and the Schools. 


As our readers are aware, the New York Consti- 
tutional Convention’s Committee on Education re- 


| ported a proposed amendment which, if adopted by 


the Convention and ratified by the people, would 
stop all appropriations to Catholic parochial and the 
strictly. denominational schools of Protestant sects, 
and would also prevent the teaching of distinctivly 


| Catholic doctrins in the common schools, but would 
not prevent appropriations to schools, not under 
| the control of. any one denomination, in which fun- 
| damental Theistic and Christian dogmas are incul- 


cated, and would not take the Bible out of the pub-. 
lic schools nor prevent religious services therein if 
those services did not traverse. doctrins held in 
common by Protestant and‘ Catholic. Neither 
would it operate to keep the public schools clear of 
text-books permeated with the basic teachings of 
Christianity and Theism. ` 

A very animated debate took place when dis em- 


bryo amendment was considered by the Convention 


in Committee of the Whole. The Democrats were 


.& unit against’ the proposed amendment, while the 


Republicans were split into two factions, one led by 
Elihu Root, in favor of the amendment as.reported, 


.| and the other, under the leadership of Owen Oas- 


sidy, desirous of materially modifying the Educa- 
tional Committee's proposition. The Committee 
of the Whole first kiled these three proposed 
amendments of the amendment: That of Mr. 
Forbes, “providing that the section forbidding the 


‘use of public money for sectarian schools shall not 


apply to orphan asylums or institutions for the care 
of dependent persons under sixteen years old; 
second, that of Mr. Lauterbach, providing that the 
sectarian section shall not apply to orphan asylums 
or correctional institutions in which education is inci- 
dental only; third, that of Mr. Marshall, authoriz- 
ing the appropriation of publie money for secular 
instruction in orphan asylums and. reformatories." 
Then came Mr.. Cassidy’s amendment, forbidding 
the use of public money for any “school or institu- 
tion not wholly owned and controlled by the state 
or a sub division thereof." At the first glance it 
would seem that this was a more drastic and com- 
prehensiv measure than the amendment reported 
by the Committee on Education. It would appear 
to cut off appropriations to all denominational 
schools and to all other schools except the public 
schools and the higher institutions of learning under 
state control. And more than this, it would not 
seem to be possible to giv any public money to 
private and denominational charitable institutions 
should this provision become part of the organic 
law of the state. However, the Republican leaders 
thought otherwise, and proceeded to retire the 
Cassidy proposition to temporary oblivion, after a 
stubborn fight. 

Mr: Cassidy’s amendment to the amendment was 
accepted by the Committee of the Whole, which 
then, by the vote of 68.to 59, rose und reported the 
amendment as amended tothe Convention, with the 
recommendation that it pass. Then Mr. Root 
moved that the Convention disagree with the report 
of the Committee of the Whole, and that * the edu- 
cational article be recommitted to the Committee on 
Education, with instructions to report the original 
proposition.” What-Mr. Root and his friends 
thought is told by the Times in.these words: 

‘The Republican leaders had distrasted the Cassidy 
amendment from the first. They saw in it opportunities 
for sectarian schools in counties and cities to put them- 
selvs on the visiting list of the state Board of Charities, 
and thus to derive benefit from state. funds, the very 
object which the Committee on Education and the prom- 
inent members of the Convention, irrespectiv of politics 
and religion, apparently, were attempting to frustrate.” 


` Mr. Root moved the previous question on his 
motion to recommit, and was sustained by the 
house. The roll call occupied two hours, and half 
of the delegates explained their votes. Again we 
quote from the Times’ report: 

* Mr. Holls said that the effect of Mr. Cassidy’ s amend- 
ment would be to authorize local option in sectarian 
teaching, with the aid of state funds. The full scope of 
the amendment was not explained, many of the delegates 
thinking that it would forbid all sectarian teaching what- 
ever. Mr. Root made the ‘following remarks: ‘I made 
the motion which I did make because I know that the 
amendment proposed by Mr, Cassidy does not accomplish 


what the Convention desires to accomplish, the separation 


of church and state, which is accomplished by the report 
of the committee; because I know that it is being sap- 
ported here by those who do not wish any amendment to 
be adopted, by those who hav their little petty interests 
in their own homes, for which they wish to secure state 
sid. It has been asserted that this is a blow at religion, 
insincerely by most of those who hav made the charge; 
on the contrary, the separation of church and state will 
be an aid to religion.' " 

Elihu Root should not need to be told that the 
original amendment did not secure the separation 
of church and state, its only effect being to prevent 
the teaching of denominational tenets at state ex- 
pense, leaving the way wide open for governmental 
support of undenominational religion. As to the 
real meaning of the Cassidy amendment, Mr. Choate 
said: 

** Mr. Cassidy's amendment sounds very well. it is 
calculated to mislead the unwary, and it has evidently 
misled & number of unwary delegates. Stripped of all 
its concealments, the amendment is nothing more or less 
than local option for the rankest kindof sectarianism, In 
Poughkeepsie sectarian schools are receiving public 
money as public schools. The entering wedge has been 
driven to that extent, and has aroused the alarm of the 
people, who desire no more of it, There are those—I am 
not one of them— who believe that & great foreign hier- 
archy is trying to extend its influence over the schools of 
this state. This amendment will open the door to such 
influence, If itisdone with the schools of Poughkeepsie, 
it can be done in New York and Brooklyn. The people 
of the state will not tolerate this. The effect of the 
amendment will make interference with our sóhools for- 
ever possible, and I, for one, am opposed to it.” 

Seventy-one delegates, all Republicans, voted to 
recommit, and sixty-eight, of whom fourteen were 
Republicans, voted nay. Among the latter was B. 
S. Dean, who early in the session submitted an 
overture for an amendment taxing all private prop- 
erty, and Mr. Lauterbach, who was anxious to 
secure something to pay for “incidental” education 
in charitable institutions. Mr. Root now moved that 
the article be sent to third reading, and the minorily 
demanded the. yeas and nays. More explanations 
of votes followed. Mr. Cassidy said : 

‘From this time on I shall know no rest in opposing 
the work of this Convention. I shall never giv my vote 
or my voice to a provision which I believe goes back two 
hundred years to the.days of religious persecution, We 
are making of the state a hound to hunt with the dogs who 
are after sectarian game." l 

However much we must- be opposed to Mr. 
Cassidy’s amendment, as interpreted by the majority 
of his associates, we cannot help thinking that he 
tells the truth in the last sentence of his speech. 
What he there expresses has been our contention 
all along. We hav yet to see the slightest evidence 
of a desire in the Convention to secure the com- 
plete divorce of church and state in the matter of 
education. 

Mr. Lauterbach again said that no provision had 
been made for “the instruction of inmates of orphan 
asylums and reformatories, and he hoped the Con- 
vention would be unanimous in making such provi- 
siop in the charities article.” Mr. Powell said that 
in his opinion “the people would hav something to 
say when they learned that the reading of the New 
Testament had been forbidden in the schools.” Of 
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what is Mr. Powell talking? Where is the reading 
in the public schools of either the New or the Old 
Testament forbidden? We wish it were, but it 
is not, as any person with the slightest powers of 
analysis can see. The gates are swung wide for 
non-denominational teaching. The purpose of Dr. 
King and his confréres was to deal the Catholic 
schools a knock-out blow while retaining the Bible 
and providing for the inculcation of the general 
principles of Christianity in tbe public schools. 
They are astute politicians, and hav what they 
want. We again print Section 4 of the educational 
article: 

‘*Neither the state nor any subdivision thereof shall 
use its property or credit or any public moneys, or au- 
thorize or permit either to be used, directly or indirectly, 
in aid or maintenance, other than for examination or in- 
spection, of any school or institution of learning, wholly 
or in part under the control or direction of ‘any religious 
denomination, or in which any denominational tenet or 
doctrin is taught.” i 

According to the Times, the Democrats in the 
Convention hold that “the present article is not 
severe or drastie enough; that a coach and four 
and & limited express train ean be driven through 
it without injury to either." Or to the article itself, 
they could hav added with equal truth. “If the 
Republicans are really sincere in their protesta 
tions,” a leading Republican lawyer, a member of 
the Convention, is reported as saying, * why don’t 
they adopt such an amendment as this: 

** Neither the funds of the state nor any subdivision 


shall be used for the support or maintenance of any pa- 
rochial, sectarian, or denominational school.” 

That is another sham. In fact, it is less inclusiv, 
if anything, than the amendment adopted. . It 
touches no school, public or private, in which only 
the underlying principles of Theism and Chris- 
tianity are taught. Here is the only form of amend- 
ment that would cover the whole ground and actu- 
ally debar all state aid for the teaching of religious 
dogmas : 

** Neither the state nor any subdivision thereof shall 
use its property or credit or any public money, or author 
ize or permit either to be used, directly or indirectly, in 
aid or maintenance of schools or other institutions of 
learning wholly or in part under the direction or control 
of any religious denomination or combination or family 
of denominations, or in which any religious or anti- 
religious tenet or doctrin is taught.” 


We hav here referred, contrary to our usual cus- 
tom, to certain political organizations, not to attack 
any, but because it is apparent that the delegates 
in the Constitutional Convention hav permitted 
their action in regard to state support of religious 
education to be determined, to a greater or less ex- 
tent, by what they hav hoped or feared would be 
the effect of their speeches and votes upon the 
issue of the fall elections. 


God’s Loving Providence. 

The horrible disaster in the Northwest, and espe- 
cially in Minnesota, ought to open the eyes of even 
the most credulous believers in the doctrin of a 
loving providence to the utter foolishness of the 
notion that we are under the care of a heavenly 
father, who numbers the hairs of our heads and 
holds us tenderly in the hollow of his hand. The 
awful death that fell upon the five hundred human 
beings and the tens of thousands of domestic and 
wild animals, might easily hav been sent by a being 
endowed with the attributes which the Christian givs 
to the devil of his theology. There was in neither 
the terrible event itself nor any of its attendant 
circumstances the least thing to remind one of the 
loving solicitude which a finite earthly parent would 
manifest for his children, nor a trace of the protec- 
tion which he would extend to them if within his 
power, saying nothing of the illimitable love which 
we are told animates “our heavenly father” and 
the absolute protection which it is asserted it is 
within his power to bestow. l 

Telegraph operators, engineers, firemen, conduct- 
ors, all stood at their posts and saved hundreds of 
lives. Mothers perished vainly striving to shield 
their babes; children went to agonizing death in 
the vain attempt to rescue their parents; husbands 
and wives and lovers did heroic deeds for’ their 
loved ones’ sakes; men bore their comrades out of 


that forest hell; young boys guarded baby brothers 
and sisters; God—did nothing. 

Dr. Lewis, of Mora, labored for seventy-two 
hours in caring for the tortured victims of the 
flames, succumbing only when his medicins gave 
out and he could stand no longer. A boy of four- 
teen dragged two smaller children for miles from 
the burned train to a spot where they were found. 
A lover carried his sick betrothed for a mile through 
the burning woods on his back to a place of safety, 
while unencumbered companions lay down to die, 
so terrible was the heat. A man bore a crippled 
brother out of that God-lighted inferno.. Another 
man, with one eye burned out, and the other almost 
sightless, carried on his shoulders a neighbor whose 
feet were melted away. A daughter stayed by the 
bedside of sick mother who could not be moved 
and had to be forcibly torn away to save her from 
the fate that overtook her parent. ‘There were 
dozens of men whose positions in death, as it in- 
stantaneously seized them, showed that they were 
hastening with all speed into the very face of flames, 
to the rescue of loved ones.” Thirty bodies were 
found along the line of the Duluth road, lying with 
the heads to the northwest, as they had fallen in 
flight. The World's reporter says of these: 

‘<The women’s bodies spoke eloquently of mother's 
love. Each had a child, some had two, one had five, 
claspedand sheltered within their poor, burned arms, One 
mother had absolutely stripped herself of her raiment, 
wrapped her two babes in it, dug & hole in the ground 
with her hands, placed her darlings in it, and then calmly 
lain down over them, yielding her life for a possible 
chance of saving theirs; but her self-sacrifice was in vain, 
but not absolutely so, for the babes died of suffocation, 
and by their features the identity of the heroic mother 
was learned." 


That tells what mothers do for their children ; 
what “God” does for Ais is told by the five hun- 
dred charred and distorted corpses sepulchered last 
week in rough pine boxes in the Minnesota foresta. 
And by another hundred or more in the woods of 
Michigan. i 

We here speak of this “God” as though he were 


an actual existence, for so Christian Theism postu- 


lates hira, an all-knowing, all-powerful personality, 
hearing and answering prayer. But it is all a 
dream. We know nothing of him, expect nothing 
from him. Nature is the allin-all. She, in the ag- 
gregate, feels not, thinks not, previses not, is 
thrilled by neither. love nor hate, remorse nor fear, 
tenderness nor cruelty, revenge nor mercy. If we 
work in harmony with her inexorable laws we may 
liv, for even four score or more years, lives of 
mingled pleasure and pain, sweetness and bitter- 
ness. But all must ultimately yield to the law of 
decay, which is the other side of that of growth. 
Let the God superstition go. 


Some Mistakes About the Two Wings. 

We hav recently read the statement that the 
Protestant churches, unlike the Catholic, do not 
dictate what their members shall read. - This 
is an error. They do all they canto keep pro- 
gressiv works out of the hands of their people. 
Themselvs rebels against ecclesiastical tyranny, 
they cannot speak with the authority that the 


mother church commands, but that which they: 


possess they exert, as all know who hav tried to get 
Freethought books and works on evolution into 
public libraries. The “Age of Reason” was long 
under the ban of American Protestants to such an 
extent that it was almost impossible in thousands 
of neighborhoods to keep a copy of it in circulation. 
Every colporteur of Liberal books knows that it 
would be impossible even to-day to leave a copy of 
that work, as a gift, in any one of the vast majority 
of the homes of Protestants in the United States. 
And what is true of the * Age of Reason” is true of 
other Infidel books. Our men and women in the 
field can giv any number of instances where the 
Protestant wives of Freethinkers will not permit 
their husbands.to take Liberal papers or hav Free- 
thought books in their houses. And thisintolerance 
of the women is, of course, encouraged and ap- 
plauded by their pastors. The Salvation Army has 
a * novel burning day,” on hich the works of some 
of the best writers of fiction are reduced to ashes, 
along with those of some of the poorest. Many of 
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the Presbyterian churches disciplin their members 
if they are known to read Sunday papers, while the 
whole theocratic army, almost entirely Protestant, 
is calling for laws to prohibit the publication of 
papers on Sunday. And then there are the nationa 
statutes which establish a censorship over the mails, 
In fact, the difference between the Catholic and the 
Protestant in this regard, as in most othera, is one 
of degree only. . 

We are also told that “the Protestants are per. 
suaded to support their churches; the Catholics 
are forced to.” The leaders of all churches make 
use of ecclesiastical terrors to draw generous con- 
tributions from their adherents. The more super. 
stitious the subject, the more readily such influences 
act. We know even Atheists who are deacons in 
Protestant churches, and many, many more Liberals 
who giv money and moral support to churches in 
whose dogmas they hav no faith. Why do they do 
this? Some because their wives demand it; others 
because they seek political preferment; others be. 
cause they are in business; others because they 
want clients or patients or employment, but all be- 
cause they hav been led to believe that these Prot- 
estants will boycott them in some way if they do 
not help the church. We hav been informed by 
persons in whose word we hav full confidence that 
they hav known woman solicitors for Protestant 
churches who threatened business men that if they 
did not giv them money they would see to it that 
the members of their church withdrew their patron- 
age from these merchants, and we know that such 
threats are very often implied when not boldly ex- 
pressed. How often the man of business or the 
doctor or lawyer is told when he moves into town 
that it will be greatly to-his pecuniary advantage if 
he will ally himself with this, that, or the other 
church! ; 

It is difficult to see wherein men who succumb 
to such pressure are in a lesser degree “ forced” to 
support the Protestant churches than “servant 
girls i» American families” are forced to support 
the Catholic. The “persuasion” in both these 
cases is essentially the same. If “American citi- 
zens” and “ servant girls” and politicians and men 
of business allow themselvs to be fleeced in such 
ways the loss is prim&rily their own. It is not 
our business to try to. save them by law. If we 
make the attempt we shall be, in purpose, as great 
« despots " as those whose spiritual domination we 
so loathe, and we shall fail in our crusade, for men 
can alone save themselvs from mental servitude. 

When we declare that “no foreign priest should 
be permitted to liv on American soil, and to this 
complexion will it come at last,” we confess that we 
fear the thoughts and moral influence of that priest 
to such a degree that we dare not meet him in fair 
and open encounter. Why should the Freethinker 
talk of proscription as something excellent to the 
taste and nourishing to the body? Why should he 
fear to set truth and justice against the world? 
Does he believe that the Protestants and Free- 
thinkers of the United States cannot, if they wish, 
make and maintain this a secular republic without 
expatriating Catholic priests! If we play the 
tyrant together against the Catholic will not the 
strongest faction left be thereby stimulated to play 
the despot over some. weaker division? Unjust 
power grows by example and opportunity. Let 
us, a8 Freethinkers and as men and women of good 
sense, do nothing that will givit either. Stand for 
the wholly secular state, fully persuaded that we 
cannot secure justice for ourselvs by denying it to 


others. Liberty is no less a means than an end. 
Iuli d ec e 


It seems to be abundantly demonstrated either 
that the most meddlesome boys study for the 
ministry, or studying for the ministry makes good 
boys meddlesome. 


We observe that Rev. E. Thompson, D.D., of Los 
Angeles, California, classes Elder A. T. Jones, the 
Adventist, with S. P. Putnam among the “leaders 
of anti-Christian thought." Why is Mr. Jones thus 
shut out of the fold he loves so well? Because he. 
has the temerity to assert, and prove, that religion 
and the state should be kept separate. This is his 
offense, and this makes him a “leader of anti-Chris- 
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tian thought” in the estimation of the National 
Reformers. They cannot conceive of Christianity 
as something apart from the political machine. 
And yet they talk about “religious liberty.” 


Among the distinguished Freethinkers of the world 
who hav died within the last few months should be 
mentioned D. Santos la Hoz, of Spain; Dr. Edward 
Schwella, president of the Free Religious societies 
of Austria, aged seventy-one; Ludwig Pfaus, 
German poet, art critic, and philosopher, aged 
seventy-three; Louis Lamborelle, of Belgium; 
Pierre Joseph Maheu, prominent Belgian. labor- 
leader and printer of Za Raison, and Louis Le- 
poutre, lawyer, member of the House of Represen- 
tativs, and founder of the Freethought societies of 
Brussels and Ixelles, of Belgium. 


Even the “lower animals” were more watchful 
` of human lives in Minnesota than was “ God.” A 
white spaniel was found in the gutter of a 
street in Hinckley guarding the remains of a baby 
carriage, and a few scattered toys. The house 
was in ashes and his people burned almost 
beyond recognition. He was-taken to Pine City, 
fourteen miles away, but returned -to his lonely 
vigil at once. A horse was found beside the 
body of his dead master. The horse had a saddle 
on, his eyes were out and his feet off, but he gave 
every evidence of knowing that his master was there 
and eried out piteously when the body was taken 
away for burial. What was “God” doing, and was 
the poor horse thus tortured because of Adam's 
« transgression " ? 


Emperor William of Germany said in a speech 
at the unveiling of the statue of his grandfather at 
Konigsberg : 

* This is the spot where King William openly declared 
that he held his crown as the gift of God alone. My own 
deepest conviction is expressed in this declaration, which 
has ever served to guide all my actions.” 

Our American theocrats should be greatly cheered 
by such distinguished testimony to the truth of 
their claim that all rightful government is from 
God. It is somewhat singular, however. that 
William makes this assertion of the divine preroga- 
tiv of the emperor tell against the only lesser divine 
prerogativ of the East Prussian nobility, whose 
schemes he is so vigorously antagonizing. Can 
God fight against himself ? 


Sg cc AOT 
Christian missionaries hav a pretty good-sized 
job before them in the attempted conversion of the 
“heathen.” To bring into the fold only the 40,- 
000,000 of Japan's inhabitants is likely to prove-no 
small task. When the body of Otani Kosho, ex chief 
abbot of Hong Wau temple, was incinerated at 
Kioto, there were 10,000 persons in the funeral 
cortége and 150,000 reviewed the proc ssion. Among 
these were included members of the royal family, 
peers, leading officials of the locality, and other 
distinguished people. The display cost $100,000, 
and was paid for by popular subscription. In this 
age of criticism and science all systems of theology 
are much more likely to be materially modified if 
not supplanted by Rationalism than any one system 
. of supernaturalism is to drive out the others or any 
of them. 


In actual and deadly peril the praying instinct 
seems unable to strongly assert itself. The World 
his sent Nelle Bly to the scene of the Minnesota 
horror and here are her reports of her conversations 
with two of the survivors: 

“Said Hans Paulson in answer to a question: ‘ Pray? 
No; I didn’t think of it, Ithought it was death, but I 
didn’t think of the hereafter.’ Poo? Paulson had lost his 
entire family. A mother was telling of her escape. Her 
eldest boy stood near, listening. ‘Did you say your 
prayers?’ I asked again. ‘No,I forgot them. I was 
busy taking care of the baby?” ` 

Taking care of the baby! That was well said 
and better done. Forgot to pray and acted. How 
many babies did “God” save? . 

Miss Bly, writing from Pine City, Minnesota, 
pays: “I hav heard of only two who, in the face of 
death, remembered to pray. They were women of 


unspeakable reputations.” But they were alone 
and had no loved ones to care for; pressing work 
sends prayer to the rear. And why should not 
such pray, and why should Christians reject them ? 


The Florida Baptist Witness wants to know 
who would wish to liv in a city, no matter how at- 
tractiv in appearance, where the water is bad and 
the ground barren. Then it spreads its hypothet- 
ical city out until it becomes the * Land of Unbe- 
lief,” and says that it may be a very goodly country 
at first sight, but the pilgrim will find that the 
waters which flow through it “make it a very un- 
healthy plae» of residence" “in which to bring up 
the children of his mind." But it so happens that 
the children (thoughts) of the minds of those who 
dwell in this land of unbelief in fables and miracles 
are more than usually well-proportioned and vigor- 
ous, in spite of the alleged bad qualityof the water. 
In every age they hav been the children to whom 
has been given the future as an inheritance 


SSO 


United States Attorney General Richard Olney 
is popularly supposed to need considerable urging 
to induce him to take hold of any particular piece 
of work, and it is probable that the case of J. B. 
Wise will be no excéption to the rule. So it will 
not be amiss for the Freethought Letter Writing 
Corps to again present to him some sound reasons 
why the indictment against Mr. Wise should be 
dismissed. Write this week and put your argu- 
ments against this persecution in a new light, with 
force, suavity, and directness. This suit is entered 
for trial in October, and all should act promptly. 
We hav received these additional contributions to 
the wise Defense Fund: George L. Pratt, $1; John 
McCrory, $1; J. W. Miller, $1; John T. Lakin, $1; 
Wm. Hodgson, $1; James Yates, 50 cents; A. H. 
Chandler, $1; F. D. Rexford, $1; D. M. Worley, $1; 
Silas B. Latham, $5. 


Mr. Putnam was so busy two weeks ago in his 
work in behalf of the Secular Congress that he 
did not send in any “News and Notes" for last 
week's Truru Szrxer. He should not do this way 
often, for the readers of this paper do not like to 
be deprived of the weekly treat to which he has ao- 
customed them. “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought " is on the ways and will soon be launched. 
Its author will be as glad to see it as will the sub- 
scribers. Six dollars and fifty cents will still se- 
eure the monumental work, and Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year. And the names of the subscribers 
will be printed in the book. The cost of * Four 
Hundred Years” is $5, when taken alone. The 
names given below hav been received since last 
acknowledgment was made: B. A. Shaw, Illinois; 
Calvin J. Wright, Nebraska; Mr. and Mrs. L. A. 
Kapla, New York ; John J. Riser, California ; David 
Wittenberg, Oregon; Robert Watkin, British Oo- 
lumbia. 


The Brooklyn Zagle, referring to the contention 
that voting is a duty, and the resulting proposition 
that all qualified electors should be compelled to 
vote at each election, remarks: 

‘It is a question whether compulsory voting is con- 
sistent with ‘free institutions and the spirit of a free 


people. If voting be a duty, it is a duty to be performed 
under ‘conviction and not by compulsion. Many good 


people regard it a duty not to vote, believing that they. 


can most effectivly and patriotically exercise their rights 
as citizens by refusing to vote. We cannot see as they 
do, but voting should not be made mandatory or forced 
upon them.” 


The Covenanter Christian Reformer quotes: the 
observations of the Eagle without adverse comment, 
although the doctrin is rank heresy from the theo- 
cratic point of view. The Reformer's seething 
acquiescence is doubtless due to the fact that the 
Covenanters do not vote—or, at least, one wing of 
that church ‘still stands on the old ground—and a 
compulsory voting law would force them to take a 
big dose of their own bitter medicin. They all hold 
that Sunday observance is a duty, and a duty to be 
performed under compulsion when not performed 
under conviction. It would be unjust to compel 


its bad water supply or supply of bad water. 
suppose the Wétness means that it is eternal death 
that has so many basement sleeping apartments in 
the city of Reason, but we should apprehend that 
such unsalubrious quarters would undermine the 
health of Mr. Eternal Death, and eventually cause 
his demise, for it is very unwholesome to sleep in 
the cellar. If there is anything which your old 
style, true blue theologian is sure is detrimental to 
the prospects of the soul it is a tolerably activ and 
inquiring brain. With him reason is only another 


the Covenanter to vote, but it is precisely as unjust 


for the Covenanter to compel others to observe 


Sunday by abstaining from work or recreation. 
We hope the Reformer can see the point. 


The Baptist Witness observes that “Reason,” 


the capital city of the “Land of Unbelief,” is a 
veritable siren. Listen: 


“It-is full of pretentious buildings, and has some 


streets which make a very inviting showing of handsome 
residences, with lawns which promis much freedom from 
crowding, but death has a bedroom in every cellar.” 


It also says that what makes it so dangerous is 
We 


name for the devil. This probably fairly good man, 
with whose odd and antique superstitions we are 
amusing ourselvs for a moment, has also a horror 
of * the city of Salvation by Works," which he says 
is *another metropolis in which thousands die 
every year from poisoned water and malaria.” In 
this view of the case, we do not see what Christians 
mean by putting forward the claim that Christian- 
ity has been the great factor in the moral, intellect- 
ual, and material development of humanity. If 
good works are such efficient recruiting sergeants 
for hell, the less we hav of them the better, and as 
good works increase as the moral standard is ele- 
vated, it follows that if it be true that Christianity 
has done so much to elevate morals, that system of 
religion is responsible for the eternal damnation of 
uncounted billions of wretches, who hav gone to 
hell overburdened with good deeds. 
a ase Seamer 

Tue Trorn Seexezr has never failed to maintain 
that the word “unsectarian,” when used by aggres- 
siv L rotestant anti-Catholics to describe the kind 
of education they favor, is utterly misleading, un- 
less’ one understands the verbal trick. In the 
mouths of these people, “unsectarian” means 
either Protestant or Christian. Here is the New 
York Evangelist, which represents the * liberal” 
or Briggs wing of Northern Presbyterianism, and 
which, in commenting on the recent decision of Judge 
Barker, of Pennsylvania, in the nun school teacher 
case, lets the whole secret out frankly and unre- 
servedly. It says: 

‘* Unquestionably no religious instruction should be 
given in our public schools which can in any way be 
properly called sectarian. But is this to say that no re- 
ligious instruction should be given? Very far from that. 
The fundamental fact of humanity is its relation to God. 
If it is necessary that our children shall be taught ethics 
so far as their relations to themselvs and their neighbor 
are concerned, and patriotism for the sake of their rela- 
tion to the state, far more is it necessary that they shall 
be taught the essential facts of religion. But why should 
we quarrel about it? There are certain religious doctrins 
that all Christian people hold in common, and these are 
the doctrins most important for the purposes of our 
schools. Why should not representative of all churches 
agree on a system of religious instruction that will wrong 
none of them? It oughf not to be so difficult a matter.” 

Certainly it should not be difficult; the New York 
Constitutional Convention has very nearly solved 
the problem in the amendment it has voted to sub- 
mit to the people. Of course the Catholics are pro- 
testing against it, but that is because they wanted 
separate state-aided schools to balance the Prot- 
estant control of the public schools. But the 
amendment will, if ratified, permit the teaching in 
the public schools of those “certain religious doc- 
trins that all Christians hold in common,” those 
doctrins being the “most important” for school 
purposes. Notehow coolly the Hvangelist proposes 
tke appropriation by the Christians of the publie 
schools, utterly regardless of the rights of non- 
Christians! Yet Dr. Field's paper openly demands 
no more than every one of the *patriotio" orders 
is laboring to secure, that is, *unsectarian " Ohris- 
tian public schools. 
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A Lesson for Mr. Hays.—Concluded. 


The tariff scheme was tried on old Mother Eve, 
and did not work worth a cent. She was a liberty- 
loving woman and a free trader. She dealt in 
apples and kicked clear over all tariff walls. What 
a world of ignorance we should hav lived in if she 
had not proved such a high kicker! And now Mr. 
Hays is making up a rueful face because Mother 
Eve had sagacity enough to see the fallacy of the 
tariff. Now let us build a tariff wall around Mr. 
Hays’ little Locust Corner, and say to the capitalists 
of the country and the world, “Come to Locust 
Corner and put up forges and build mills and fac- 
tories; we propose to hav a little world of our own 
and liv within ourselvs, and we will protect you with 
a tariff which will shut out foreign competition, 
so that the people will be compelled to buy your 
products, and you can bleed them with high prices 
which will prove remunerativ. And then, because 
you get such high prices for your products, you can 
pay a high price for raw material and for farmers’ 
produce. And because the farmer gets such a high 
price for his produce he can pay his hired men high 
wages, and the operativs in the workshops and fac- 
tories can get such wages as are nowhere else paid 
in the world, because the output of the factories is 
sold for higher rates than can be obtained anywhere 
else in the world. And because this little com- 
munity want to use all manner of commodities they 
must foster and encourage all manner of industries. 
But while these industries are protected with such 
scrupulous care, the gates are opened: to all the 
laborers of the world. Then, as this community is 
isolated from the rest of the world, there must be a 
government and officers. And inasmuch as all re- 
ceive such enormous compensation for all that is 
produced and performed, these officers must receive 
extra compensation for their services.” Here are the 
principles and workings of the tariff in a nutshell. 
Let us analyze them. 

In the first place, how can the manufacturers 
obtain this extra reward for their products, except 
by a high-price tax-levy upon the people? And how 
can the man who furnished the raw material get a 
higher price unless he draws it from the manufac- 
turers? And how can the farmer get a higher price 
for his produce unless he draws it from the manu- 
facturers and the laborers? How can the farm hand 
get higher wages unless he draws them from the 
farmer? Now we come to the operativs and the 
common laborers—those who stand on the lowest 
round of the social ladder. They are surrounded 
with a network of circumstances which compel them 
to pay a higher price for everything which they 
consume, so that the higher rate of wages is swal- 
lowed up by the higher prices of all things they are 
compelled to use. 

Then, as the tax on the few goods which are ad- 
mitted from the outside world is not sufficient to 
defray the expenses of the government, a tax is 
levied upon certain articles produced, which is 
known as an internal revenue tax. And as these 
taxes are paid only through increased prices, the 
people uncomplainingly submit to the burden. 

Then to encourage manufactures which could not 
be made to pay, they are propped up with bounties, 
which are raised by this unnatural system of taxa- 
tion. 

And as these taxes are levied according to what 
each one consumes, and as there are a hundred poor 
men to one rich one, and as the hundred will con. 
sume many times as much as the one rich man, the 
great burden of taxation is laid upon the shoulders 
of the poor. . 

As those who are so highly favored by this tax 
grow rich and fat they become deeply interested in 
the welfare of the workingman. And they bring 
out their long guns and burn a great deal of powder, 
and waste a great many wads, and there is a 
great jingle of brass and flourish of trumpets, to 
make the wage-earners understand that they (the 
bosses) are their true friends, and that if it were not 
for the tariff they could not giv them employment, 
and they would be turned out to beg or starve. 

"Now let us see the practical working of this sym- 

- A Chinaman, who livs on. rats and puppies and 
garbage, comes slong and ofters to work for the 
farmer for two shillings -a day. So the farmer says 
to the hired man, “I can’t pay you a dollar a day, 
when I can hire à man of equal muscle for two shil- 
lings a day.” So the hired man steps down and 
Sur GR cate ORIS LIO yar o RA 
Well, they rush in from Italy and Norway and 
the four quarters of the globe, everything which 
* divideth the hoof and cheweth the cud," and they 
fill the factories and workshops at half price, and 


the American laborer has to liv upon the crumbs 
which he can pick up, and that is the way the tariff 
has helped the workingman of America. The 
laborer has nothing to put upon the market but his 


| labor, and, therefore, can derive but little benefit 


from tariff taxes. Though the price of American 
labor has been reduced nearly one-half by the in- 
flux of foreign labor, yet these tyrannical, grasping, 
over-reaching bosses and barons are still clamoring 
for tariff protection. 

Having established a high protectiv government 
at “Locust Corner,” we propose to establish a 
free trade government at Naples, and then compare 
results. 

In establishing a free trade government the 
strictest rules of economy are to be observed. No 
expenses are to be incurred not demanded by the 
publie good. Hence the millions of dollars spent 
in building custom houses and offices will be saved 
to the people. Other millions paid to custom 


‘officers will also be saved, as no offices will be cre- 


ated save those required by the highest interests of 
the people. The expenses of the government will 
be defrayed by & direct tax laid upon the people 
according to their wealth and ability to pay, and 


‘not according to what they are compelled to con- 


sume. The rich cannot shift the burdens which 
they ought to bear upon those least able to sustain 
them. : 

No encouragement to manufactories or industries 
of any kind, except that which is received from the 
people by the purchase of what they (the manufac- 
turers) produce. If an industry cannot be sus- 
tained by the demand for what is produced, it can 
be run only at a loss to the people, and the labor 
had better be turned into a more renumerativ chan- 
nel, 

Horace Greeley had an idea that tea could be 
cultivated in this country with a little encourage- 
ment, and cited the fact that Chinamen carried the 
tea long distances on their backs to the coast, and 
that we had to pay for that service when we bought 
the tea. Let the Chinaman carry the tea; we can 
not afford to fool away our time in that way. We 
can beat the world making clocks and watches, and 
as long as we can trade them for tea, that is the 
cheapest way to get it. 

Call off your tariff dogs—kick down all protec- 
tion walls—open up relations with all nations and 
proclaim to the world that we propose to giv and 
receive favors—that our markets are open, and that 
the people are the best judges as to what they want 
to buy. We want the whole world to trade in, and 
we propose to take our products where the best 
prices can be obtained, and buy where we can get 
what we want at the cheapest rate. 

The idea that foreigners will flood us with their 
goods is childishly foolish. They can no more flood 
us than we can flood them. The wants of the 
country will prove the limit to the flooding. They 
can no more force their goods upon us than we can 
force our goods upon them. They will bring no 
more goods than they can sell, and they can sell no 
more than we want to buy. 

Important industries will not be swept away by 
taxes laid on raw material. Labor and industries 
will be neither helped nor hindered. It will bea 
free-for-all race in which brains and business tact, 
inventiv genius and push and pluck will win. 

Those who hav invested in Nova Scotia mines are 
erying for free coal and iron. Those who own 
mines here cry out for protection. 

A few years ago a Dutch vessel sailed into Boston 
harbor with copper on board to resheathe the vessel. 
But when the master of the vessel found that he 
had to pay forty per cent on the new copper, and 
four cents a pound for the privilege of selling the 
old copper, he sailed in ballast to Halifax, and had 
his vessel resheathed, returned to Boston and took 
in his cargo. 

Didn’t that help the laborers of Boston with a 
vengeance? In order to help the copper mines in 
the West the laborers had to be thrown out of em- 
ployment in the East. . ; 

The interests of the country are so varied that 

the tariff scheme cannot be made to work. Where 
one is helped another is hamstrung. There is ‘but 
one proper way, and that is an open field, without 
favors to any, and with equal chances for all.. 
: In a lumber district they want lumber protected, 
but want free manufactures. In a manufacturing 
district they want manufactures protected, but 
want free lumber. The tariff can never be made a 
success. It is a delusion and snare from start to 
finish. While it promotes one class of interests, it 
cripples another. . i p. une 

- When. will - people learn. that man, in order to 
reach. the highest.plane attainable, must be abso- 
lutely free? His energies must not be circum- 
scribed—his limbs must not be crippled—his mind 
must be untrammeled. 
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I hav already made this article too long, and yet 


I hav only entered the outer gate of the subject. 
Although I hav addressed this article to Mr. 

Hays, I would not hav my friends, Day, Brown, 

and Horton, think that I hav overlooked them. I 

think. if they scan my article closely, they will see 

that I hav tried to answer every objection raised 

by them fairly. Jomw Prox. 
Naples, N. Y. 


Can We Dispense With the Deity ?—Concluded. 


REPLY TO 8. F. BENSON. 


Brother Benson has given us the cause of the 
long list of atrocities that he enumerates in that 
“human weakness which has baptized 
the world in ang7ish and despair—viz.: to mis- 
take human ignorance for divine wisdom.” And he 
might hav added that human prosperity, the source 
of all idolatry, which has manifested itself in every 
age and still continues to do so, to deify and wor- 
ship human wickedness, and to make self-love the 
supreme lord. 

If all the world (except our own good selvs) are 
not “staggering under awful loads of original sin 
and ineradicable cussedness,” it must be conceded 
that human nature has shown at times a fearful 
capacity for acquired sin and diabolical perversity; 
and it will be our surest safeguard against similar 
crime and folly to remember that we are heirs to a 
common heritage, and that all the awful as well as 
glorious possibilities of humanity are ours. We 
shall be less likely in such case to confound our- 
selvs with the deity and mistake our own folly and 
ignorance for divine wisdom, thus exalting “ prim- 
itiv ignorance into infinit arrogance,” the inevit- 
able result of such presumption. 

But when we consider the persistency with which 
the same evil propensities manifest themselvs in 
generation after generation, thus showing the ten- 
dency of the children to follow in the footsteps of 
the parents and eat the same bitter fruits of expe- 
rience, the outlook for the race would be well-nigh 
hopeless could we not feel assured that in spite of 
our boundless folly and ignorance there is unerring 
wisdom—in spite of our heartless selfishness and 
cruelty there 7s a love that never faileth—in spite 
of our oft-demonstrated frailty there ¿s an Omnip- 
otence that maketh for righteousness—somewhere, if 
notin us at least within our reach, for help and 
guidance. And when we hav found unerring wis- 
dom, unfailing love, and almighty power to carry 
out their dictates, we shall hav found Him who is 
the truth, the life, and the way, by whatever name 
we may call him. 

Will Brother Benson tell me what he and other 
professed Atheists mean by progress when applied 
to the human race? Can there be progress without 
a definit goal toward which to direct our course? 
For the very word signifies going forward or toward 
something. But without an dbjectiv point to de- 
cide the direction in which we are traveling, we 
cannot be said to be going either forward or back- 
ward; we are merely drifting aimlessly. And what 
is the goal that must direct and inspire our prog- 
ress? Can it be anything short of absolute per- 
fection? Now, absolute perfection certainly cannot 
be predicated of the human race, else we should hav 
no need to progress towards it; we should hav al- 
ready attained the goal. And if something outside 
of or beyond us and not yet realized, how came we 
by the idea? How did we come to conceive of, much 
less divine and strive after, something that has as 
yet no tangible existence, unless it be realized in 
the divine source of all these aspirations? 

He who worships the .truth worships God, for 
God és truth. He who worships love worships 
God, who zs love. And he who in any way serves 
the cause of justice and righteousness serves God 
the sun of righteousness and the one only good. 

The real atheist is he who knows no god but 
greed; no duty but self-interest; no love but self- 
love; no principle but policy. Cruel as the grave, 
remorseless as death, his heart harder than the 
nether millstone, he is the real blasphemer and 
infidel, no matter what may be the profession of. 
his lips, or in how many church books his name 
may be enrolled as & member in good standing. 
And such atheism as this is one peril that I see to 
the cause of. humanity in the persistent denial of 
the existence of the deity or the possibility of 
eternal life. S à 

I wish I were as certain of the unalloyed happi- 
ness of those “to whom there is no God nor any 
eternal life ” as-is Brother Benson; but I-hav seen 
and heard enough to the contrary among my un- 
believing friends and. acquaintances to giy me many 
a heartache. “Brother Benson. thinks I hav no 
right to say that “ without God and eternal life this 
world is all a dreary muddle.” I hav but quoted 
the language that a friend of-mine who is without 
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a belief in God or eternal life used to me in refer- 
ring to this life. I had her experience in mind 
when I made the statement. Butsince he demands 
better. authority, let Brother Putnam testify. 
Listen to his dismal recapitulation, in & recent 
essay, of some of the -incidents of life in this 
“lovely paradise " until, though heroically endeavor- 
ing to “confront reality and make the best of it," 
hoping “by courage to win something of happiness 
from our dark surroundings," even his stout heart 
fails him and the bitter, despairing cry escapes his 
lips: * Oh, the horror and the agony of human 
life! We cannot, must not know it all. It would 
make one insane." 

Read his lines.on the death of a promising young 
man who perished by aecident, that appeared in 
Taur Trova Sxzxxn last summer..-the lines begin- 
ning, “Thou art gone in sudden hoor.” Through- 
out the whole poem he declares he sees no God, no 
comfort, no future life, only the untimely blighting 
of fond hopes, the sudden rending of tender ties 
and loving hearts. Contrast with his dismal verse, 
heavy with funeral gloom, this calm assurance of 
another poet: 

There is no death! what seems co is transition; 
This life of mortal breath 
Is but a suburb of tke life elysian, 

m Whose portal we call death. 

. Which view is best calculated to shed the sun- 
Shine of. hope and happiness across the vale of 
tears? 

Colonel Ingersoll says that sometimes he is in- 
clined to think that a lie is the healthiest thing that 
is born into this world.. And indeed it would seem 
goat times. But what happiness or satisfaction can a 
sincere lover of truth and justice find in living in a 
world in which this ean be said, especially if he be- 
lieves that this is the only world and the only life 
he will ever know? Would it not be a priceless 
blessing to such a one to feel assured that however 
evil and falsehood may triumph for a season, truth, 
like the soul, is immortal, and will prevail in the 
end, because «the eternal years of God are hers." 

Earth is a lovely paradise when relieved of its 
incubus, not of faith and fear, but of crime and 
cruelty, disease and disaster, selfishness and sorrow, 
want and wickedness. But when has it ever been 
free from this incubus? Not since the Golden Age, 
. of which we know only by dim tradition. And that 

blissful time will never return until the sun of 
righteousness shall arise upon our mental and moral 
- darkness * with healing in his wings.” And there 
are encouraging signs in the east that the dawn of 
the long looked-for day is at hand. 
_, No, I hav. never yet discovered that man will hav 
his ideals, his angels of purity and paradise of glad- 
ness, without reference to God or eternal life, nor 
has Brother Benson. If these ideals bud and bloom 
within the heart itself, it is because their seeds hav 
been first implanted there from their nativ realm of 
heaven. Let but these ideas of God and immor- 
tality ever perish from among mankind, and every 
bud and bloom of hope or true humanity will wither 
or perish with them. But this, thank heaven ! will 
never be, for they are indeed a part of humanity 
‘itself, destined to be forever among the children of 
men . who will never be permitted wholly to lose 
sight of the end for which they were created. 

While I consider a far-off hope as better than 
none, I am no stranger to the philosophy that seeks 
to realize heaven here and now, but am a firm be- 
liever in its possibility. We are to a very large ex- 
tent capable of creating our own heaven or our Gwn 
hell, as the kingdom of either is primarily within us. 
As Milton says: l i 

The mind is its own place, and of itself 
Can make a hell of heaven—a heaven of hell. 

We hav shown ourselvs hitherto fairly expert in 
making a hell of this fair earth; it is high time, in 
my opinion, that we bend our energies toward try- 
ing what we can accomplish in the other direction. 
It is a work worthy of angels (who were once all 
men and women on this or some other planet) and 
of.us who may hope some day to become angels. 
And one of the speediest and surest methods by 
which to abolish the hell of poverty, misery, strife, 
and crime which makes of this life, for the most 
part, a mere wild beast struggle for survival—a 
fratricidal strife for the means of subsistence, and to 
institute a paradise of human brotherhood based on 
equal justice, equal rights, and equal opportunities 
for all, is to inaugurate and establish the single tax 
in land values, thereby doing away with special 
privilege. and eutting the throat of all monopoly. 
‘And if Brother Benson will lend a hand to bring 

- :about&his most to be desired consummation I, for one, 
will cheerfully agree that he has in him the makings 
:of-a very respectable angel, and will gladly accord 

. him a front seat-not only in the heaven he will hav 
been instrumental in establishing here below, but 
also in the radiant hereafter which is its legitimate 


outcome and glorious fulfilment. 
Benson, there's your chance to prove your faith by 
your works and show which of us most truly “loves 


his fellow-man.” A. Avausta CHAPMAN. 
Baltimore, Md. 


Consistent Answers Wanted. 


Enrron or Tux Terors Szexer, Sir: The reformer 
who discusses but one subject, fluently though it 
be, is generally regarded by the multitude as à man 
of but one idea—a crank—and hence wields com- 
parativly little influence, while the all-round re- 
former, who is thoroughly familiar with all impor- 
tant questions of the day, by cleverly han?ling 
them megnetizes and enthuses the multitude, 
thereby gaining influence and prestige. 

Several leading western and southern dailies, 
though very conservativ on theology, hav published 
radical Freethought articles of mine, which, but for 
their previous publication of my tariff'and other 
articles which attracted much attention and com- 
ment, would doubtless hav been rejected. 

As the influence of Freethinkers grows with their 
ability to handle all-important questions, it is well, 
therefore, that Tae Trora SxExzz, like our courts 
of justice, is broad and liberal enough to fairly 
and equally hear both sides of all important 
questions, thereby educating its readers thereon. 

Hence I desire to ask the four Protectionists 
writing in your issue of August 25th a few ques- 
tions. 

Born and reared a Republican, whose brother is 
named after John C. Fremont, the first Republican 
presidential candidate, and whose father, even pre- 
vious to 1861, was an outspoken Abolitionist, peril- 
ous though it was in the slave state of Maryland, 
naturally I mechanically followed my party in in- 
dorsing protection. 

While defending protection my eyes were first 
opened to some of its inconsistencies, hence reason, 
not party prejudice, has since guided me. As both 
parties contained protectionists and free traders, to 
eliminate party prejudice we should examin the 
question from a purely social and economic stand- 
point. We should thoroughly settle one point of 
the controversy before passing to the next, and 
unless every decision we reach on these various 
points thoroughly harmonizes with every other de- 
cision, some of our conclusions must be erroneous. 
I hereby challenge any protectionist to harmoni- 
ously answer the following nineteen questions, and 
until he ean do so let him not.be so presumptuous 
as to attempt to teach others tbat about which he 
is himself ignorant. 

1. Can tariff cheapen an article, yet simultane- 
ously raise its producer's wages? 

2. Would shrewd protectionists (like Carnegie) 
desire a tariff, if it cheapened what they sell—goods 
—and made dearer what they buy—labor? ' 

3. Can we protect laborers by making dear 
through tariffs what they buy—goods—and admit- 
ting free through unrestricted immigration what 
they sell—labor? 

4. Ifa tariff on products cheapens them, ought 
it to be put on (and cheapen) wheat and other farm 
products, which form the bulk of our exports? Why 
cheapen for foreigners that with which we principally 
pay them? _ ; 

5. But if the McKinley tarift increased prices, 
did it not thereby necessitate a larger volume of 
money to handle the same products and correspond- 
ingly increase the financial stringency ? 

6. If a tariff on articles cheapens them ought it 
not be put lightest on the finished products, and 
heaviest on the raw material to cheapen it and thus 
widen our manufacturers’ margin of profit? Why 
did the McKinley tariff invert this order? 

7. If the tariff is no tax, why refund to export- 
ing manufaeturers 99 per cent of the duty on their 
imported raw material? Why do soif the foreigner 
pays it? 

8. Unless protectiv tariff enhances domestic 
prices, why giv sugar producers a bounty in lieu of 
the removed sugar tariff? 

9. Why more laboriously make tin plate itself 
instead of its cheaper exchangeable equivalent? If 
toil is more desirable than its fruits—labor prod- 
ucts—why not destroy all labor-saving tools and 
machinery ? 

10. Aside from gifts or plunder, can anything 
but produetion, or trading lesser labor products for 
greater ones, enrich either an individual, a commu- 
nity, or a nation? 

11. As trade is mutually beneficial, why (by 
tariffs) debar men from mutually increasing wealth 
and happiness by trade? 

12. As foreigners expect pay involving American 
labor cost, can imports displace American labor? 
If they will accept pay involving no labor cost to 
us, why not trade them es much of this inexpen- 


So now, Brother | siv delusiv nothingness as we can for their substan- 


tial goods? 

13. If protectiv tariff is good, would not prohib- 
itiv tariff be better still? . 

14. If international tradeis impoverishing, is not 
interstate trade equally hurtful ? , 

15. Can foreign trade be injurious, yet shipping 
subsidies desirable? ; 

16. Why with gunboats blockade our enemies’ 
ports to injure them, and with tariffs blockade our 
own to benefit ourselvs? 

17. Can trusts be injurious, yet the tariff foster- 
ing them beneficent ? 

18. Why are free trade England's average wages 
higher than those of protected Germany, Italy, 
Russia, and all other protected European nations? 
Where age of country, form of government, density 
of population, standing armies, and all else save 
tariff are similar, does not free trade giv the most 
factories, trade, wages, and general prosperity and 
protection the least ? 

19 Why do avowed Protectionist editors evade 
re-stating and answering such important questions 
in their own columns, and Protectionist orators fail 
to attempt their elucidation? D. Wxssrzr Gros. 

Breathedsville, Md., Sept. 1, 1894. 


— — lip. — 
Annual Congress—Call of the Freethought 
Federation of America. 
To the Liberals of America and Members of the 
Freethought Federation: 


The Annual Congress of the Freethought T'eder- 
ation of America will be held in Chicago, Oct. 26th, 
27th, and 28th, in conjunction with the Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union. The impor- 
tance of this Congress is great. The encroachments 
of the church are becoming more bold and danger-. 
ous. The attempts to amend the constitution so as 
to place our government on a Christian basis, and 
to pass a national Sabbath law, are indications of 
the attitude of the church. It has been and is to- 
day the enemy of freedom; and we must be con- 
stantly prepared to meet its conspiracies. We can 
not do this asan unorganized mass. We must join 
forces, otherwise we shall be defeated. We need a 
common impulse. There must be association. Let 
the gathering at Chicago be the greatest yet held 
in America. Think of past achievements as an in- 
spiration to something better in the future. Free- 
thought is growing. The necessity for political 
action is more apparent than ever. The means of 
action are improving. Freethought cannot go 
backward; it must step forward. Now is the 
opportunity for union and strength. This Con- 
gress is for work. Let there be an enthusiastic 
rally. SamorL P. Pornam, Pres., 

FRANKLIN STEINER, 
N. F. GRISWOLD, 
J. M. Prox, 
B. A. Rorosox. 

E. C. Rzronwarp, Treas. and Acting Sec. 


Who Pays? 

There has been some lively discussion in Tux 
Trora SxxkzR as to whether tariff duties are paid 
by the consumer in this country or by foreigners. 
There is no better authority here than the Boston 
Advertiser, which calls itself the official paper of 
the state. It is one of the leading teachers of pro- 
tectionism. In the editorial of Monday, September 
3d, is the following statement: ‘Foreign wools 
are quoted lower all along the line, owing to the 
removal of the import duty.” The levy of a duty 
on sugar is described as “a measure which increases 
the federal taxation by $2.50 of new taxation for 
every American family.” This agrees with the fact 
that the price of sugar fell after it was put on the 
free list by McKinley four years ago. These are 
examples of the rule, and we shall probably find it 
hold good of the recent reductions on woolen goods. 

Concord, Mass. F. M. Horram». 


Vice-Pres. 


e m ELM 

* Woman has no one to blame but herself if she 
has fallen and become the slave of man. She holds 
the balance of power on the sex question. She 
held, by her own decision, the fate of the race. She 
yielded to temptation, hence groveled in the dust, 
dragging humanity down with her" — Woodville Bu- 
reka. The devil she did! We would advise the 
writer of the above and a lot more of the same kind 
of rot in the article from which this was taken, to 
read « Woman, Church, and State. by that grand 
old lady, Mrs. Matilda Joslyn Gage, and learn 
something. Sunday Gazetteer. 


It is an actual fact that a child in a school in 
Massachusetts, on being reproved by her teacher 
for lying habitually, answered carelessly, “Oh, 
whenever I tell a lie, I say, ‘Forgiv me, God.’” 
Her religion has put her conscience to sleep. 

F. M. H. 
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News and Notes 


The series of Freethought lectures under the 

auspices of the Chicago Secular Union was begun 
Sunday evening, Sept. 2d, with a lecture by myself 
on “Freethought and Morality.” It was a. hot 
night—about the hottest of the season—and the 
meeting not being generally advertised, a large 
audience was not present, but enough to make a 
beginning for the season, and for the preparatory 
work of the Liberal Congress to be held in October. 
Judge Waite presided. Dr. Greer, Attorney Beatty, 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Vincent, 
Mrs. Freeman, Mrs. Crawford, Mrs. Reichwald, 
Peacock, and other reformers and Freethinkers 
were present who are laboring in different fields 
for the Liberal cause. There will be more difi- 
culty in straightout Freethought work this fall 
than at any other time, on account of so much poli- 
tics. There is a tremendous agitation in regard to 
labor questions, and meetings are being held in 
every part of the city. There will be a great local 
contest. Many Liberals are engaged in these 
economical and political movements, and this 
diverts their attention from the importance of 
Freethought advance. While really at heart as 
much interested as ever in our cause, they are in- 
fluenced by the magnitude of these other questions. 
But great as these questions are, the greatest is 
still Freethought. Before there can be industrial 
emancipation, there must be mental emancipation, 
and mental equipment. The labor problem must 
be settled by science. It cannot be settled by re- 
ligion or sentiment, and there is no science without 
Freethought. There is no economical progress 
without progress in liberty. 
. Notwithstanding the vast excitements of the po- 
litical field, I am sure that we shall hav a good 
Congress, and that good work will be done. There 
are favorable responses from all over the country. 
Some who were not present last year will be present 
this year, they write. We shall not hav the advan- 
tage of the World’s Fair; but there will be more 
chance for work. The contributions are flowing in, 
which show that the pulse of Freethought is activ. 
We shall make the best use possible of the means 
at our command. These annual gatherings. are 
necessary. We gain enthusiasm; the organization 
for work becomes stronger, and our united efforts 
are more successful. The churches and political 
parties are maintained by such gatherings. We 
must employ the same method for the consolidation 
of our forces. 

It is curious to note at times what a prejudice 
we hav to work against. Treasurer Reichwald 
wanted to hav some typewriting done for the Fed- 
eration and sent to Remington’s agency. A num- 
ber of ladies appeared who desired to do the work, 
but when they found that they must “typewrite ” 
Freethought ideas—a call for a Freethought Con- 
gress, etc.,—their religious conscience was quite 
troubled, and although they really needed the 
money, they refused to do the work. It was sacri- 
legious. Some were members of Moody’s church ; 
but for the * Lord's sake" they couldn’t earn a 
little money in an honest way. Eternal hell might 
be their portion if they did it. Some of the ladies 
wanted to convert Mr. Reichwald on the spot, and 
even offered to pray for him. It was a chance for 
missionary work, if not for typewriting. But when 
Reichwald informed one that his father, in a church 
building which he erected, had lost $40,000 through 
the dishonesty of its Christian members and trus- 
tees, she felt that there was not material for “blind 
faith” or ‘‘saintship,” and her prayer was not 
oftered. I guess about twenty typewriters were 
interviewed before a sufficiently sensible and liberal- 
minded young lady could be found to typewrite 
the call for a Freethought Congress. One would 
scarcely think that bigotry like this could exist in 
a city like Chicago. I should suppose that anyone 
who had lived in Chicago for any length of time 
would learn that business is business, and that to 
typewrite a call for a Freethought Congress would 
not condemn one to eternal perdition. This shows 
what an immense amount of superstition there is 
in the world; that the old theology is a most po- 
tent foe; and that the work of overthrowing it is 
not by any means near the finish. 

The name Freethinker is still a dreadful name. 
Even the Chicago dailies stand aghast at it. In 
one of our advertising notices were the words, 
** Freethinkers, attention ;” and although the adver- 
tisment was paid for as written, still these words 
were struck out. What Tur TnurH SEEKER says is 
true; that we must make the world know what a 
Freethinker is. The name is still a nightmare to 
millions. One value of a national Congress, as Tar 
Trurs Serxer suggests, is to make Freethought 
more widely known; to define it and bring people's 
attention to its real purpose. Through means of a 


Congress we get a recognition that could not be 
otherwise obtained. Weintend to procure docvinents 
for the public press which shall clearly state what 
Freethought is and make special efforts to hav the 
proceedings of the Congress published in the secu- 
lar journals. - Outside of the Freethought journals 
there is a mass of ignorance to contend against 
which is almost inconceivable to Freethinkers 
themselvs; and this among so-called intelligent 
people. Freethought is not known as it ought to 
be known. Its principles are not brought home to 
the people as they should be. If Freethought 
were only understood by the masses how much 
more effectiv it would be! A congress, besides en- 
gendering a noble enthusiasm among ourselvs, 18 
also a channel by which Freethought can be intro- 


„duced into the minds of many who, without this 


means, might never hear that there was such a 
thing as organized and constructiv Freethought. 
Amidst the reforms of the present age let us keep 
Freethought at the front, for there is where it be- 
longs; and if we do not make Freethinkers of the 
men and women of the coming age we shall not hav 
the material whereby permanently to settle the great 
questions that, like thunder clouds, now loom and 
glow along the horizon of humanity’s path. Let 
us then hav a grand rally at the Congress. Let us 
keep our colors flying. Amidst the tumult of con- 
tending parties Freethought is the straight line of 
science, justice, and perfect freedom. 

SamorL P. Purnam. 
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The Observer Afloat. 


A new use for me was discovered recently by a 
member of the Knickerbocker Yacht Club. Being 
in attendance at the August regatta of that mari- 
time organization, my merits as ballast attracted 
the attention of Captain Fairchild of the yacht 
Atchie, and he shipped me on his weather rail. 
Although I retreated to the cockpit when the first 
wave washed the deck (for I had my shore clothes 
on), we won the race gloriously, and I hav an en- 
gagement as mascot whenever the Atchie sails again. 

Encouraged by this success as a mariner, I hav 
since ventured on deeper water than Long Island 
Sound affords, and during the week which ended 
Wednesday, September 5th, I was a passenger on 
board the fishing smack Gertrude Summers, of 
Noank, Conn.; Silas Latham, captain. This is a 
sixty-two ton schooner, about a hundred feet in 
length by twenty feet or thereaways in diameter. 
The Summers has seen a good many Winters, but 
is nevertheless a tight and able craft. Captain 
Latham is a Connecticut Yankee, and has been 
such for more than fifty years. The crew, who 
address the foregoing as Cap and refer to him 
as the Old Man, are ten in number and an al- 
together able-bodied group of citizens. The Sum- 
mers is a co-operativ institution, and as under 
the command of Captain Latham she is remark- 
ably successful, the best men in the calling 
are glad to be shipmates on board of her. I 
heard that if a man wants a berth under Skip- 
per Latham he must wait with patience until 
somebody dies. The boat carries a steward who 
served on & man-of-war during the Rebellion, a 
Portuguese sailor who by right of color should be 
second cousin to the steward, four Norwegian 
fishermen, mostly named Peter, and four Americans. 
Captain Latham keeps one eye on the horizon and 
the other aloft, and works his ship by the sense of 
feeling. He is a quiet man, who jokes with his 


‘crew and issues his orders in the same tone of voice 


and without change of countenance. One morn- 
ing, when the weather was thick, he called his 
Portuguese sailor aft, and directed him to get out 
the baskets and shovels and stow the fog below; 
but he never cracked a smile. Disciplin on the 
Summers is as good as in a newspaper office, and 
some of its forms are carried further. On deck I 
overheard this conversation : 

Carrain Laruam: Let her luff a little, Peter. 

Perer (at the wheel): Let her luff a little, sir. 

At dinner the following occurred : 

Caprain Larsam: Peter, let the potatoes come 
this way. 

Perer (executing the command): Let the potatoes 
come this way, sir. 

Orders, it appears, are repeated, like important 
telegrams, so that there may be no misunderstand- 
ing. On shore, passing the potatoes might be 
regarded as sufficient evidence that the order was 
comprehended, but sailormen take no chances. 

The Summers, with all hands on deck and the 
skipper at the wheel, was tugged out of the dock 
near the foot of Fulton street, Thursday evening, 
August the 30th, and tied up in Gowanus creek for 
ice. The Prophet who resides in that locality did 
not make his appearance. We took in ice until there 
were twenty tons of it aboard. A Staten Island 
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waterman also pumped his cargo into our stuttie- 
butt, and our colored cook shipped watermelons 
for a long voyage. The following morning the tug: 
helped us out of the creek, when Gertrude spread 
her white wings, took a bone in her teeth, as the 
sailors say, and with a fresh westerly breeze we 
slipped out through the narrows, rounded Sandy 
Hook, and before noon were fairly on the high seas, 
The Jersey coast, along which we passed, has a 
good many attractions for landsmen in the way of 
summer resorts—Long Branch, Seabright, Atlantic 
City, Anglesea, Cape May, and so forth—but sailors 
hav no love for it. Its rearing surf can be heard 
for miles out to sea, and its sands are strewn with 
wrecks and dead men’s bones. I could count the 
wrecks, but Davy Jones had taken care of the relics. 
We went near enough to Sandy Hook to inspect 
the government testing grounds for guns and 
armor, where the blowholes in Carnegie’s steel 
plate gained their notoriety, and where the dyna- 
mite gun pokes its muzzle high in the air. These. 
playthings did not arouse my enthusiasm. Za 

The Summers ordinarily cruises after bluefish, 
but as bluefish are almost a drug in the market, 
Captain Latham stowed his horse-mackerel ‘seine 
and got out his porgy net. It takes one fish to 
catch another, and to bring porgies to the surface 
it is necessary to bait them with menhaden, or 
moss-bunkers, an oily and shad-like citizen of the 
deep, much esteemed by his contemporaries as an 
article of diet. The “bunker” is so lacking in in- 
telligence and foresight.that he always reveals him- 
self by agitating the surface of the water, and fisher- 
men can detect his presence at a distance of half a 
mile or more. Off Anglesea we saw several schools 
of these bunkers, and the captain and most of 
his men went off with their nets to catch a mess for 
bait. The vessel was left in charge of the cook and 
a sailor called Gus, and it was while the crew were 
thus absent that I observed the first and only indi- 
cations visible during the voyage that our colored 
man and brother possessed a temper. The flue of 
Mr. Cook's stove is surmounted by a piece of stove- 
pipe with an elbow at the top, which must be judi- 
ciously twisted about, or “trimmed,” in order to 
create a draft. While the boats were out after the 
bunkers the sailorman Gus kept the schooner going 
back and forth over a triangular course waiting for the 
men to “make a set” with the seine. .Every time 
he shifted his helm the wind went down the stove- 
pipe and the cook came simultaneously on deck to 
fix his chimney-pot. After he had done this a half 
dozen times he grew impatient. Later on he be- 
came exasperated, and the language that emerged 
from the hatchway at about that period was as 
blue and dense as the smoke which evoked it I 
could not blame him a bit for swearing, for I do 
not see what else he could hav done under the cir- 
cumstances. 

"The crew made a good haul of bunkers—about 
4,000 pounds—which, being scooped out of the 
seine into a dory, filled the boat so well that the 
man who rowed it stood in live bait almost to his 
knees. From the dory the bunkers were shoveled 
to the deck of the schooner, where they lay patting 
the planks with their tails, and producing a sound 
like the crackling of thorns under a pot, until the 
men got them into the ice-house below. 

Thus prepared for the temptation of porgies, the 
schooner sailed away for the fishing-grounds, the 
spot chosen, after interviews with many other 
fishermen, being Five Fathom Bank, off Cape May, 
I think, though I could not recognize the cape pro- 
jecting into the water as represented in the geogra- 


phies, nox yet could I see the blue border, pink out- 


line, and yellow background, as the man who made 
the book has painted the edge of New Jersey. 
Before going further in my account of what hap- 
pened to the Gertrude Summers, I will pause for 
some general remarks about life aboard a fishing- 
smack. The hour for rising in the morning is any 
time after 4 o'elock. The captain is first up and 
produces animation in the others by raising a deep- 
sea note from his chest calling upon them to * turn 
out.” Sailors do not retire or arise, or go to bed 
or get up. They “turn in" and “turn out,” which 
terms are very appropriate, as entering or leaving 
a bunk is mostly a matter of turning. The motion 
can be closely imitated by rolling under a bed and 
outagain. Neither doseamen remove their trousers 
when seeking repose, especially if the vessel be in 
motion. I once met an old salt in whom the habit 
of sleeping in his nether garments was so fixed that 
he got between the sheets of a bed on a Sound pas- 
senger steamer trousers and all, remarking as he 
did so that he never took off his breeches when 
under weigh. The sailor’s bathroom is the deck of 
his ship, where divested of his clothing he submits 
to being doused with seawater from a drawbucket, 
some other sailor cheerfully handling the same. I 
expected to enjoy a dive into the briny off the rail 


of the Suiimers, but forbore on aécount of sharks, 
which are always plentifül on fishing grounds, and 
which revealed their presence to us in considerable 
numbers by gliding about the ship with their main 
fin out of water. Captain Latham occasionally 
catches one in his seine, which he regrets because 
of the damage done to his “ twine,” as the fabric. of 
the net is termed. In such cases, Captain Latham 
grabs the big fish by his caudal fin and cuts his tail 
off with a large knife. This has the effect of capital 
punishment on the shark. ! 

-I here hav to warn myself that the quality of 
utter boundlessness, which the philosophers accord 
to space in general, does not belong to the space 
available in a newspaper’s columns. Just as I am 
getting interested in what I hav to say, the brick 
drops, and I will let the knife wherewith Captain 
Latham has curtailed the shark fall also upon this 
veracious narrativ. I shall resume next week. 

Gro. E. Maoponarp. 


Freethought Progress. 


At one of the principal 6olleges of Lima, Peru, the 
prize in Natural History was awatded to a student who 
gave an exposition of the ‘‘ Theory of Descent.” 


The fund raised for a monument in honor of the late 
Ramon Chiés has reached the sum of 5,000 pesetas. : 
The Freethinkers of Portugal hav started an activ cam- 
paign among the working classes.  Leoturesand meetings 
are held almost daily in all large cities. 

Deak, the Hungarian statesman of more than a generas- 
tion ago, adopted Oavour’s motto of **A free church in a 
free state," and recent events in Hungary giv strong 
ground for hope that the aspiration will soon crystallize 
into fact. The passage of the civil marriage bill is a long 
step in the right direction. 


Joseph Symes's Melbourne Liberator has been pub- 
lished ten years. At last New Zealand election ten 
ministers stood for parliamentary honors; none received 
them. '. According to the Victorian. Year Book of 
1888-89, no Bible instruction of any kind was given in the 
public schools of New Zealand. 

The Freethinkers of Belgium are activ as ever. May 
27th, the Federation of Charleroi, the president of which 
is M. Jules Des Essarts (a portrait and biography of whom 
is found in ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought”), 
held a well-attended and enthusiastic congress. July 1st, 
the General Council of the National Federation held its 
semi-annual reunion at Brussels. i 


:Qivil funerals are on the increase in France, and the 
same is true in the United States. -,-.- The latest 
Bulletin Mensuel bears witness to the extraordinary 
activity of the French Freethinkers. Lectures are the 
order of the day, a8 are excursions, festivals, eto. Ona 
recent Good Friday anti-church demonstrations were 
held in several cities, and at Le Mans M. Hubbard had a 
discussion with priest. 

The late Liberal conference at Chicago indicated the 
rapid convergence of the radical Jews and the radical 
Unitarians. One-fifth of the ministerial signers of the 
call were Jews and nearly one-half were Unitarians. A 
newspaper remarks that “many Unitarian ministers are 
apparently more Jewish than Ohristian, and some Jewish 
ministers are more Unitarian than Jewish.” °.'.* Rabbi 
Mendes charges the Jews with unfaithfulness to the old 
creeds; he says that they disregard the Sabbath and are 
weak, religiously, in other directions. Upon this the 
New York Sun remarks that ‘‘the Jews are simply fol- 
lowing the drift toward the rejection of formal religious 
restraints which interfere with the pursuit of enjoyment. 
They are simply feeling the influence of the fashionable 
infidelity of the time.” : 


In Holland the cheap Dutch translation of Biichner’s 
“ Force and Matter,” issued this year in celebration of 
the German Atheist’s seventieth birthday, is selling well, 
over three thousand copies having been disposed of in 
two months. Mr. Ten Bokkel has issued & popular pam- 
phlet on ‘‘How Did Religion Arise?” and Mr. van Ende 
is bringing out a-pamphlet entitled ‘‘ Twenty-five Proofs 
of the Truth of Christianity,” the proofs consisting of 
illustrated instruments of torture. The pamphlet will 
hav a satirical introduction by Torquemada, Hooochstraat, 
and Spenger, commending the rack, wheel, thumbscrew, 
and Spanish boot as the best and most efficacious proofs 
of Christianity. Mr. van Ende is engaged in gathering 
materials for the history of Freethought in Holland, & 
most importantundertaking. — London Freethinker, : 
Tn his brochure, ** Anthropopithecus Erectus,” the Dutch 
scientist, Eugen Dubois, M. D., announces the discovery 
on the island of Java of what he considers the long de- 
sired ‘‘ missing link," a human species bridging the space 
between present man and the pleistoian. The skeleton 
found is well preserved. 


To counteract the frantic efforts of the Ohristian mis- 
sionaries in spreading the pernicious teachings of Ohris- 
tianity in Japan the Buddhists hav imported and trans- 
lated into Japanese Paine’s ‘Age of Reason,” and a 
Japanese daily advertises it under the heading, ‘‘A 
Orashing Answer to the Promoters of the Obristian 
Faith.” °.°.° Rev J. O. Newton, a Methodist mission- 
ary returned from Japan, said, in an addrees before the 
Woman’s Missionary Association at Fort Worth, Tex., 
that the Japanese are becoming suspicious of foreign in- 
fluence and are not so friendly toward the missionaries 


as they were. The ''higher criticism " also has reached | * 


Japan and is having its effect on refleotiv minds. Mr. 
Ne» ton charges this to the Congrezationalists. ‘‘Oon- 
gregationalism is shifting toward Rationalism.” Oongre- 
gational missionaries *' hav gone to startling extremes in 
the renunciation of cardinal principles of Ohristian belief. 
They even go so far as to discredit the divinity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and deny the atonement of his blood.” 


The Buddhists also are quite activ, for the first time in 
thany years, against the Christian propagandism. Mis- 
sionaries hav ‘‘never had to confront greater obstacles ” 
in Japan than those which they are now facing. 


A monument is to be erected at Viareggio in honor of 
Peroy Bysshe Shelley.  *." Rev. Compton Reade, 
Yector of Kenchester, contributes to the Religions Re- 
view ef Reviews a paper on the ‘‘Agnostic Wave,” 
which he says is sweeping over the English-speaking 
world. ‘The upper stratum of societv is drifting astern 
from the ark of Ohrist's church.” ‘*The enemy is com- 
ing in like a flood.” A life of Charles Bradlaugb, 
by his daughter, Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bonner, with an intro- 
duction by J. M. Robertson. will be published in October 
by Fisher Urwin. ~.:.: The New Science Review has 
appeared in London. The first number has an article by 
Moncure D. Conway on ‘‘ Thomas Paine and the Repub- 
lic of the World,” and one by Julian Hawthorne on 
‘‘Scientific Oreation.” °°. The July issue of the 
International Journal of Ethics has for leading article 
A. J. Balfour’s paper on ** Naturalism and Ethics.” Mr. 
Balfour admits that the evolutionist’s account of the 
growth of the ethical faculty is rational. °.°.: In Wales the 
farmers stoutly resist the payment of tithes to the estab- 
lished church. This helped lead to the introductionin Par- 
liament of the bill for the disestablishment of the Welsh 
state church. The New York Independent cannot under- 
stand why the American Episcopal papers so persistently 
oppose disestablishment in Wales whileclaiming toapprove 
separation of church and state in America. It says: 
“The right of tithing or of receiving interest of com- 
pounded tithes is one that should be taken away without 
redress. i 
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A writer in the Evangelische Botschafter, of Stutt- 
gart, is of the opinion that the state church of Germany 

as drifted away from the orthodox faith, and he makes 
the prophecy that the time is close at hand when those 
who really believe in Christ will be forced to form free 
congregations. He says that there is an ever-increasing 
rationalism in the state chureh, and this among the min- 
isters themselvs. ‘‘In orthodox Wurtemburg. the pas- 
tors are still forced to preach the Ohrist of the Bible; but 
if they did not fear the loss of their livings, many would 
champion Rationalism. * * * It seems as if the church 
is forced to allow its fundamental dectrins to be de- 
stroyed by the very men who were appointed to guard 
it!" Our American advocates of state-churchism should 
take warning. °*.°.'- The Freethought Federation of 
Germanv held its twelfth congress in the ‘‘ holy ” city of 
Kóln. Profersor Büchner presided. The congress was 
well attended and societies in Berlin, Karlsruhe, Ham- 
burg, Wiesbaden, Kiel, Chemnitz, Mannheim, and Miihl- 
hausen were represented, as well as the Freethought 
Federati: ra of Rheinland and Westfalm. Speeches were 
delivered by Vir. W. Gerling, Dr. A. Rüdt, **'The Death 
Penalty a Barbarism;” Dr. B. Wille, ‘‘ The Ennobling 
of Mankind;” Professor Büchner, ‘‘Pre-Ohristian Ohris- 
tianity;” and others. The following resolution presented 
by Dr. Bruno Wille was adopted with but one dissenting 
vote: ‘‘Oertain Socialistic societies having for the last 
ten years counteracted this organization on account of 
its supposed opposition and non-appreoiation of the social 
questions, if is resolved by the Freethought Oon- 
gress assembled at Köln a. R. that such opposition is 
entirely at variance with the truth. Freethought does 
not exclude any endeavors tending to the solution of the 
social question, but it invites such, only leaving the 
means to the choice of each individual Freethinker.” *.*.* 
The Freethought Society of Berlin, whose president is 
Dr. Bruno Wille, is yet fighting the government, which 
has prohibited ‘‘irreligious instruction,” in direct viola- 
tion of the constitution. The German Peace So- 
ciety has now more than two thousand members. °°, 
The gold medal of the Linnæan Society has this year been 
awarded to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, of Jena, for his valuable 
contributions to zoological science. °.'.* Emperor 
William has written a letter to the University of Halle, 
on the occasion of its bi-centenary celebration. He 
lauds ‘‘ Halle’s initiativ in establishing the principle of 
free inquiry in theology, philosophy, and the like, which 
he describes as now the inalienable and common property 
of all the German universities and one of their most dis- 
tinotiv characteristics. This utterance has been quoted 
in every liberal paper throughout the empire and greeted 
with the warmest congratulation, but the reactionary 
press has preserved a bitter silence,” writes Harold 
Frederic to the New York Times. 
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The New York Times remarks that ‘‘ the great heresy 
which the Presbyterians of Scotland and the United 
States hav invented, is that of accepting a body of well- 
ascertained facts.”  *.*.' Religious papers are loudly 
protesting against the filling of chairs in Ohristian col- 
leges with non-Christian professors. No doubt all such 
instructors should be Ohristian, but it is significant that 
so many of them are Agnostics. It shows how very dif- 
ficult it is for an educated man to remain within the pale 
of the church, despite the rewards she offers to hypocrisy. 

In the last two years the Secularists of Oregon hav 
done much good work. A secular park has been estab- 
lished at New Era, and is being handsomely improved. 
** A joint stock company will be formed in the near future 
for the purpose of building a secular university and cre- 
matorium in the vicinity of the park,” reports the Oregon 
City Courier. Dr. Buckley of the Christian Advo- 
cate, has little confidence in death-bed visions. He 
remarks: ‘‘ All that a person who professes to hav passed 
through such experiences can tell is what he thinks that 
he recollects, and by the very assumption the judging 
faculties are held in abeyance. Of such visions we hav 
read hundreds, if not thousands. As literature, when 
well written, they are interesting; as communicating in- 
formation of value, useless. The nature of the disease, 
the influence of drugs, and many other things affect the 
result.” This is hard on the pious inventors and retailers 
of stories of Infidel death-bed horrors aud conversions. 
..' Rev. Dr. Scudder, of Jersey City, has discovered 
that bicycles are not soul-destroyers, even when used on 
Sunday. He says that after a spin on his, he ‘‘ begins 
to feel like an angel.” Still, he rebukes young men who 
ride their wheels on Sunday for mere pleasure, instead 
of coming on them to his chureh. He is providing 
stabling facilities at his tabernacle for the use of wheel- 
men. °°." What was formerly known as the Unitarian 


The pastor, Rev. Osroline J. Bartlett. and her parish- 
ioners, who ‘‘discard all creeds as fellowship tests,” 
deeming the. Unitarian label altogether too sectarian, 
formally resolved to abjure it for good and all.. *.°.° 
While the Presbyterian General Assembly voted to ng- 
sume direct control of the Presbvterian theological sem- 
inaties, Union Theological Seminary will. according to 
the prophecy of the New York Sun, onntinue to teach 
heresy in the name of the ''Higher Criticism." The 
Sun savs: ‘That institution will go on in its criticism of 
the Bible as a book of errors and false pretenses. 
Neither will the vote of the General Assembly. Jessen the 
determination of some of the richest of the New York 
Presbyterians to giv it the greater substantial support 
because of that very teaching. Opposition only serves 
to strengthen them in their Infidelity. Nomi- 
nallv the Presbyterian church continues unbroken. 
Really it is split into two widely separate and diamet- 
rically opposed parties, the camp of faith and the 
camp of Infidelity.” E Fast day observance in 
Connecticut is coming to be a farce. Thia year the 
‘union service” was omitted in Fair Haven be- 
cause the ministers thought the interest aroused in the 
services was not sufficient to warrant the necessary preps- 
ration. Rev. Mr. Mitchell favs that the observance bas 
“become a big humbug in Fair Haven," whereuvon the 
Providence Journal observes: ‘‘The same condition 
exists in the average Connecticut community.” °.°.° 
goes without saying that the ‘‘theory” of evolution is 
pretty well established when an assembly of orthodox 
ministers invites an advocate of that all-inclusiv principle 
of development to present his views ragardiug it to said 
assembly. This is what hanpened in Sau Francisco, and 
Prof. Joseph Le Conte was the evolutionist who addressed 
the clergymen. °°." There is now manifested in the 
Unitarian, organization a very strong tendency to so 
widen the Unitarian field that it will reach out much 
beyond Christianity. 


Freethought Federation—Treasurer’s Report. 


We publish the contributions of friends for one 
week. If the response to our avpeal continues as 
general for the coming weeks we shall hav enough’ 
for a good Congress, and shall be able to do effeotiv 
work. .We want to send out a large number of 
documents. It is necessary to stir Liberals up. 
Send us the funds so that we can do this. Send 
something, no matter how small the sum. It will 
help. It is of the utmost importance to keep our 
organization at the front. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 
S. F. Benson. ............82 00 |W. R. Milla...............$1 00 


N. F. Griswold..........26 00 | J. H. Oopping........... 25 
Theo. Holly... . 5 00 | O. Ohilds......... 5 00 
John Oalder. . 8 00 |M. H. Ooffin.... . 100 


L. Hofma........--..- 
E. C. RxrogwAL», Secretary and Treasurer. 


They hav had what the Houston, Tex., Herald calls 
a “church racket” in that city. It seems that the rec- 
tor of Christ’s Episcopal Church, with the consent and 
in the presence of the bishop, allowed a negro min- 
ister to officiate inthat church. This concession has 
greatly disturbed and exasperated the church mem- 
bers, who are white. Of course it is permitted to a 
negro to minister to those of his own race, and pub- 
lic sentiment now allows a white man to preach to 
colored people; but that a negro minister should 
officiate for a white congregation, even with the 
consent of the rector and the bishop, is something 
not to be endured by those to whom God has shown 
his mercy by dressing them up in a white skin. As 
our Episcopalian brethren believe in the dootrin of 
tbe apostolic succession, and this negro ministers 
was regularly ordained, it would seem that the ac- 
tion of the angry white brethren involved a disre- 
spect for the holy ghost.. We read in the book of 
Acts that the pentecostal spirit was poured out upon 
people of all nations, who represented, not only 
many different tongues, but many different hues. 
Our Southern brethren would probably claim that 
the apostles were all white. We should really like 
to know what sort of an epistle the apostle Paul 
would write to the people of Houston, if he were 
alive and heard of this transaction.— Christian 
Register. 


FBANKLIN STEINEB’S lecture engagements so far ar- 
ranged are: 

Lyons, Neb., September 16th to 21st. 

Fargo, N. D.. September 80th, October 1st, 2d, and 8d. 

Orookston, Minn., October 5fh and 6th. 

Watertown, Minn., October 9th, 10th, and 11th. 

St. Charles, Minn., October 18th and 14th. 

Chicago, Iil., 26th, 27th, and 28th. 


Very few blame Adam for sinning when he was 
persuaded by such a beautiful creature in such be- 
coming costume as represented in the Doré pictorial 
Bible. : Will some innocent Methodist preacher 
please cast the first stone ? 


———— — liie ————————————— 


` 


God has always opposed knowledge and the 
devil has always been its champion. A few years 
ago it was proof of intimacy and league with the 
devil, punishable by death, to invent & new ma- 
chine. T 
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T9etters of Friends. 


After Eight More Lost Lambs. 
SALINAS, OAL., Aug. 17, 1894. 
Mr. Éprron: Please send to the addresses 


given copies of the ‘‘Age of Reason.” 
W. B. Forp. 


Eight is a Good Number. 
ASHLAND, Pa., Aug. 21, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $1 for 
eight copies of Paine's ** Age of Reason.” 
Jonn W. Tuomas. 


And Still They Call for Them. 
MAYSVILLE, KY., Aug. 23, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1. Please 
gend ‘Age of Reason” to the accompany- 
ing addresses, and oblige Louis Roser. 


Remembers His Christian Friends. 

CampBripar Orry, Inp., Aug. 27, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inelosed find $1 and names 
-of eight of my Christian friends. Please 
send each of them one copy of Paine's 
*Ageof Reason." Moses Myzes, Sr. 


A Grand Missionary Scheme. 
Crookston, MINN., Aug. 24, 1894. 
Mn. Eprron: In response to your gever- 
ous offer I inelose $1 for the ‘Age of Rea- 
gon," which please send to addresses herein. 
This is a grand scheme. 
Respectfully, J. O. 


Short and to the Point. 
. BRISTOL, Conn., Aug. 17, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $6 for 
two years’ subscription to Tae TRUTH 
Surxer and eight copies of Paine’s ‘‘Age 
of Reason,” to be mailed to names accom- 
panying. O. F. MICHAEL. 


MaTHEws. 


The Sinews of War. 

Crio, Ia., Aug. 21, 1894. 
Mn. Eprron: Inelosed find $3. 20, Apply 
$1.50 to complete my subscription for this 
year; send me **The Creation of God,” 
“Hard Knocks at Christianity,” and 
* New God," and mail eight copies ** Age 

of Reason " to names inclosed. 
J. W. Dax. 


To Help Defend the Bible Circulator. 
WicxrnirrEg, O., Aug. 26, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inelosed please find $1 for 
the Wise Defense Fund. I hope all Free- 
thinkers will chip in and defend him from 
** venomous” attacks, or any other one of 
us who is harassed by bigots, while ex- 
ercising our rights as freemen. 
Yours, etc., Gro. L. PnaTT. 


For One Dozen Copies. 

Leespura, O., Aug. 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1.75, for 
which mail twelve copies of Paine’s ‘* Age 
of Reason ” to the addresses in the in- 
closed list, and mail me a copy of the 
Ingersoll Argument in the Reynolds 
Blasphemy Trial. If you will send me a 
package of Troutm SEEKERS I will dis- 

tribute them. JACOP HILLIARD. 


Meeting With Success. 
GLOBE, ARIZ., Aug. 22, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $1, 
for which send copy of the ‘‘Age of 
Reason " to each of the accompanying ad- 
dresses. 

Myself and friend Nason are doing what 
we can to scatter Freethought ideasin this 
place and I am happy to say that we are 
meeting with some success. 

Sometime back I sent you $3. 

Yours for Freethought, 
F. M. CoorzEn. 

Wife and Father Respect His Wishes. 

Ourar CREEK, Trx., Aug. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I am sorry to hav to write 
and tell you that oneof the most interested 
readers of your paper died on the 21st day 
of July. 

He was my husband and his name was 
Tom Cooke. He was always glad to get 
Tau Trura SEEKER, and always said, ** Do 


not bav a preacher to come and worry me. 


' when I am ill, or to preach over my grave." 
So he had his wish, and I think if there is 
such a place as heaven, he will be as likely 


to go there as any one, for a better man: 


never lived. He was a kind husband and 
an affectionate father, and was kind to 
every one. He died of congestion of the 


published at Harrisburg, 
explains itself in its own way, but has not 
been so satisfactory with me. 
more fully: On June 26th I received the 
tract by mail as first-class matter, without 
any comments or signature of the sender. 
I suspected tbat there was a ‘‘ bug under 
the chip.” 
tract, inclosing stamp, for the address of 
the subject mentioned in said tract, as I 
believed that, if true, John Harvey was 
a near relativ of mine whose address I 
had lost. 
a postal card that the American Tract So- 
ciety was the author of the tract. 
addressed them, with stamp, but hav not 
received any answer from them. The case, 
I think, is a falsehood of the first order, or 
the American Tract Society has a lack of 
honor and truthfulness, It is an easy thing 
to convert skeptics and Infidels on paper, , 
and teach such falsehoods to children in' 
their holy Sunday- schools. 
least doubt but that these tracts are sent 
out by the thousands by their publishers 
to poison the minds of innocent children 
who hav not the discretion to weigh the 
matter in a reasonable way. 


brain, and was ill only two weeks. My 

father says he will continue to take your 

paper. Iread it whenever I hav time. 
Mns. T. Cooxz. 


The Revivalist’s Styles and Methods. 

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN., Aug. 29, 1894. 

iw. Eprron: Please send me the follow- 
ing books: ‘‘Orthodoxy vs. Evolution,” 
‘*Thumbscrew and Rack,” and ** Self-Con- 
tradictions of the Bible.” 

During our last series of revivals the 
parson was an ex-cowboy from Texas. 
He preached in the usual manner, and 
about the third night he told the young 
people that they must either stop keeping 
company or stay at home. The next com- 
mand was for the good sisters to organize 
into & salvation army, and pray in all 
homes and places of business. He also 
tried to get all the business men to close 
their houses from 10 to 12 a.m, but you 
ean be sure that our ranch did not close, 
even when he preached in the square. 


There is one parson here who did not take 


any stock in his meetings, and he is a very 


| liberal man, aud I hav a great respect for 


bim, but the Texas preacher gave him 


hades, at least he preached him there. 


Yours very truly, M. FucHARDSON. 


Hopeless Search for the 4‘ Infidel” Hero 


of a Tract. 


Crossy, Tex., Aug. 26, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you a little tract, 
Pa. The tract 


To explain 


I wrote to the publisher of the 


The publishers wrote to me on 


I also 


I hav not the 


I am confident that some sky-pilot, who 


is too cowardly to face me in an argument 
on the merits of Christianity or the princi- 
ples of Infidelity, sent me the tracts, 
to the tracts, they are ashamed to sign 
their names to their silent arguments. I 
send some of my TRUTH SREKERS to the 
sky-pilots in this country and always write 
my name on the wrapper so that Mr. 
Preacher can easily tell from whence they 
came, 
me, 


As 


I ask of them to be as frank with 
J. C. Harvey. 


Swan Still Searching. 


Woonsooxet, R I., July 16, 1894. 
Mr. Eprro&: Being absent from home 


almost continually, I hav not seen a copy 
of the noble old Trura SgEExkR for five 
months, nevertheless I am seeking for the 
truth, and should I giv you all of my ex- 


perience for the past year in trying to 
condem Spiritualism, it would require 
one whole issue of your paper, but I wish 
to giv one little incident that happened 
but two days ago, and ask some kind 
brother to divine the cause. Last Friday 
I took the steamer at St. John, N. B., for 
Portland, Me., where I arrived on Satur- 
day at 6 a.m., after a siege of sea sickness. 
When called at Portland, I proceeded to 
dress myself, but found I was minus one 
sboe, and the united efforts of all the por- 
ters and cabin-boys failed to discover its 
whereabouts. Without stopping to laugh 
or comment on how I got along with one 
shoe, a *‘ shoeing it," I will say that I ar- 
rived in Boston without losing my trousers, 
snd wended my to a Mrs. Knight, of 484 
Columbus street, who givs independent 
slate writings. I said nothing of my failure 
in the shoe business, who I was, or where 
I was from, but the first communication I 
received purported to come from my de- 


ceased son, and wound up with, ‘*Pa, don’t 
worry over your lost shoe.” As I cleaned 
the slates myself, closed them together 
without pencil of any kind between them, 
and as they never left my hands or eye- 
sight, and in a light room, I could see no 
possible chance for fraud of any kind. 

This is not the first time I hav been ** hit 
in the eye” and had my Materialistic Gat- 
ling gun spiked (to which I had become so 
much attached), but will add no more, 
only asking some Materialistio brother to 
send me some real fighting powder, so I 
ean shoot back. Send me a never-failing 
recipe, for I've got it bad, and Mrs. Wins- 
low's soothing syrup will never cure me. 

A. D. Swan. 

P.S.—Don't send anything that will 
shoot backwards or flash in the pan, for I 
hav tried such and failed. 

He Misses It. 
Woonsooxert, R. I., Aug. 27, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I failed to receive THE 
Trot Seexer of August 25th. Kindly 
send a copy, for I cannot get along at all 
if I miss even one issue. It is as good as 
victuals and drink to me; in fact, it is my 
Bible. There is not a word in it that I 
skip, and then I lend it to others. By the 
way, is there not a fund for the purpose of 
sending the paper to Liberals who are not 
able to subscribe for it? If so, I would 
suggest that it be sent to George M. Hare, 
of this place, a stanch old worker for the 
cause who is in very poor circumstances. 
Tug Trura Seexer in his hauds loses 
nothing. Hope that it may be so arranged 
that he will hav it sent to him. If I was 
able I would see that his paper was paid 
for, but my fiuances are too limited at 
present. 

Can a Freethinker cousistently assume 
the obligations of the Odd Fellows or the 
Freemasons? 

Hoping to hear from you through the 
columns of your paper, I remain, 

Your friend and well-wisher, 
WiuntiAM SLATER Movry. 

[There is no fund provided for the pur- 
pose named, but often one of our well-to- 
do subscribers pays for the paper for some 
poor Liberal, especially if he is aged and 
finds rest and cheer in its perusal. We 
hav no doubt that Mr. Hare is a worthy 
candidate for such assistance. 

Our subscribers who are Odd Fellows 
or Masons can better answer Mr. Moury's 
second question. We refer the query to 
them .—Ep. T. S.] 


Are Ministers Privileged ? 
OraAx CENTER, Kan., Aug. 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: In connection with the case 
of J. B. Wise, who was arrested for quot- 
ing Isa. xxxvi, 12, and lodged in jail for 
sending obscene literature through the 
mails, I wish to state that I attended the 
meetings of the so-called evangelist here 
in Clay Center, the town where Mr. Wise 
was arrested. The evangelist read before 
an audience of some four or five hundred 
people, two-thirds of whom were ladies, 
from John iii, 4. Then he referred to 
Gen. vi, 4, ‘‘There were giants in those 
days,” etc. Now, if Mr. Wise committed 
a serious offense in sending a verse through 
the mails, how much more serious was Mr, 
Rosewarne’s offense in reading before such 
an audience the passages above indicated! 
The reverend sky-pilot has a good deal 
more to say, for a wonder, about the 
church and its rottenness than he has to 
say about Infidels. He stated distinctly 
that the churches were rotten to the core. 

Mr. Rosewarne delivered a lecture last 
Sunday on inspiration, or ''The Bible: 
Whence Is It?” He is requested to repeat 
it next Sunday (to-morrow) in the Meth- 
odist church, and any wVnbeliever present 
may answer it on the spot. I hav written 
W. S. Bell to be here if possible to answer 
him. In his lecture last night he an- 
nounced the coming lecture, and said he 
intended to produce such a chain of evi- 
dence that no one on earth, nor all the 
devils in hell, nor yet even the angels in 
heaven, could answer it. This egotism re- 
minds me of the old Scotch lady whose 
fault-finding with her pious neighbors 
was about on a par with his. Her criti- 


cisms of her pious neighbors led one to |. 


exclaim: ‘‘ Why, Janet, I really believe 
you think no one will be saved but you 
and the minister,” 


way. 


** Oh, my dear," was 


the reply, “I while's hae my doots about 
the minister." From yours truly, : 
Gro, Harrison... 


Some Sensible Observations; : 

New BnrrarN, Conn., Aug. 29, 294, .: 

Ms. Eprror: It will be no surprise to 
you or any of your readers, especially 
those who are acquainted with me, to hear 
me say. that I am an ''Infidel" of the 
most pronounced type. I avow openly 
my disbeliefin divine inspiration, miracles, 
and prophecy; also in a personal God ora 
future for any one’s individuality. I am 
a sincere accepter of the laws of. nature 
and science, and believe we should study 
and explain all we know about them. And’ 
Iam asincere advocate of the Nine De- 
mands of Liberalism and I oppose dating 
from any event that wil not bear the in- 
vestigation of modern criticism. There 
are several other things that I do and do 
not believe in, ene of which is the ex- 
pensiv funeral and burial system of to-day. 
Why do. we decorate the dead? "Why put 
the Zast remains in a metallic casket or 
rosewood coffin and waste thousands in 


‘stone monuments with iron fences around 


them? Why disinter what remains of the 
last body one has. before he dies and at. 
great expense carry it hundreds or thou- 
sands of miles by express, there to be 
buried again at great expense? I said the 
last body because the tissues, muscles, and 
bones are constantly decaying and: being : 
replaced by other matter, and since I 
began to think about it it seems so strange 
to me that we do so much to keep the last 
bit of substance separate from other matter, 
when it is impossible to keep it long and 
in many cases dangerous to the living. 
Why do we waste money on the dead, 
whom we cannot benefit, while the living 
need the money? Why not cremate every 
corpse by electricity generated by water 
power at an expense of not to exceed $5? 
The gases will not convey disease in that 
The truth is, we hav been taught so 
long that we cannot sufficiently honor and 
remember the dead, that my words above 
will seem to most people to be all wrong. 
It will seem to them that I hav no feelings, 
while it seems to me that I love aud re- 
member my dead friends as much as others 
do theirs. I like to look at their pictures 
and would be more glad to see them. 
Grorge F. Exuiort. 


Mortuary—Joseph Shin. 

‘Paxos, O., Ang. 24, 1894,- 

Mr. Epıror: Joseph Shin, a long time 
patron of your paper, died on the 18th of 
August, 1894, aged about eighty years. 
Friend Shin eame here with his Quaker 
parents when he was eight years old. 
Onee he refused to take his hat off in 
Methodist meeting, for which he was fined. 
Still our departed friend was a manu of 
peace. For the forty years I hay known 
him, I never knew him to hav a dispute, or 
beangry with anyone. He highly prized 
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with the pictures. For more than twenty 
years he was afflicted with consumption, 
but living in a large house, and being 
much in the open air, may hav prolonged 
his life. Cheerful under his affliction, 
genial and sociable with his friends, he 
has left a memory of a life that few hav 
excelled. J. B. SurrE. 


THOUGHTS ON DEATH, 


: When a friend or relativ passes away we 
are apt to think on death and immortality. 
Can the latter be bestowed on man? 
Surely a happy future should be his, if it 
is possible, because of the knowledge and 
fear of death, because of the dread of 
annihilation and the hope for immortality, 
and because of the suffering endured here, 
and the yearning desire to join the loved 
ones who hav gone before. Yet better, far 
better, should there be no future life tban 
that one human soul should go to the:hell 
of the Bible. But one of the blessings of 
Liberalism is that we scout the idea of the 
Christians’ hell. But there is small conso- 
jation in believing that our bodies are im- 
mortal and wil! liv in the fruits and flowérs, 
and why not in meaner things? Or, in the 
positiv belief of our friends the Spiritual- 
ists, that the spirits of the departed-are. all 
around us and conscious. of all:cur:actions. 
If true, how sad they-would be. - i But ak a 
future is. all in the imagination, ‘and. it 
‘accorded to us, why ‘not. “trust. that. ‘that 
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future will be far more glorious and ex- 
quisitly happy than human immagination 
ean conceive? Or, if we take others’ de- 
scription, take that of the Psalmist, ‘‘Eye 
hath not seen, ear hath not heard, nor 
the imsgination of man conceived of. the 
glory of my father's mansion." Or Byron, 
skeptic that he was, when he writes: 
Yet if there be, as fondest souls hav 
deemed, 

A Jand of souls beyond that sable shore, 
To shame the doctrin of the sadducee, 
= And sophists vain of dubious lore, ete. 


J. B. Sure, 


A Sensational Scheme. 


Crnornnati, O., Aug. 27, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: The inclosed was taken 
from the 7imes-‘Star, this city, of Aug. 22: 

Aplan is being talked of, which, if carried 
out, might well be called the climax of the 
mission of the new Columbian Liberty and 
Peace bell, about which so much interest 
was centered at the World’s Fair. It is to 
take the bell to the Holy Land, aud on 
Christmas eve of 1900, just before the open- 
ing of the twentieth century. to ring it on 
the snot where, on the first Christmas, was 
heard the angels’ song whose words the 
bell bears impressed upon its surface. 
The plan contemplates that all telegraph 
companies shall close their business .ten 
minutes before the appointed hour, and 
that Bethlehem shall be connected with 
every telegraph office and with every 
church that so arranges, and that thus 
there shall be repeated around the globe 
the sound of the bell whose first stroke 
ushered in the Parliament of Religions, 
and whose ringing in Judea may symbol- 
ize ** the parliament of man and the federa- 
tion of the world,” as the projectors claim. 


What does it mean? Is it that they, the 
so-called Christians, who hate a live Jew 
aud worship a dead one, want to take otir 
Liberty Bell from our country? Or is it 
a new one they want to send across the 
_water to proclaim peace? 

Will not their Christ hear it if rung 
in free America on Christmas eve of 1900 
as well as if it were taken to Palestine? 

The sentiment is very pretty, but does 
not the dear old Liberty Bell belong to 
the Amorican p3^p'e and not to a handful 
of idol worshipers, for surely that i is what 
the Christian sects are? 

Joseph Cook has said: ‘* There are 
twenty thousand Buddhists in Boston.” 
If it only be true, what au array of truth 
seekers there are for our side. It goes to 
show that people are learning more and 
more the true brotherhood of man; that 
they cannot worship the man Jesus and 
hate his brother; that one and all hav the 
right to make and form their own god (how 


I wish they would spell it with two o's) 


according to facts, not fancies. Sentiment 
` is all right, but there is no religion higher 
than truth. Call it God if they like. 

But what do they intend to do? Please 
let us know through your paper, and 
oblige, Yours respectfully, 

Cora B. Davis. 


[It is not the gennin ‘‘ Liberty Bell," 
but an imitation one, made by casting to- 
‘gether a large number of revolutionary 
relics and other not so ‘‘ sacred.” material. 
Would it not beas well to keep the bell 
here and send out.its notes on Ameriean 
air in 1900? Of course not; that would 
not be nearly so sensational; it would not 
attract a hundredth part of the attention 
nor bring in a thousandth part of the 
money that the Holy Land scheme will, if 
consummated. There is nothing like ad- 
vertising, and religious wares feel the 
stimulus just as readily as more useful 
goods. The bell-ringing is to be only the 
climax in a gigantic spectacular perform- 
ance which is intended to belt the globe 
with a zone of flamboyant and invasiv 
Christianity. The theocratic branch of 
the church first broached the scheme.— 
Ep, T. 8.] 

Wants a Searching Party Organized. 

SanzsvILLE, Mont., Aug. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: J am a friend to Spiritual- 

ism. J recognize its services and aid in 


abating, in a measure, the nuisance of j 


orthodoxy, and to a certain extent in miti- 
gating the rigor of its tyranny and in 
slowly uudermining its arrogance. Instead 
of -throwing obstacles.in its way which 
would be a hindrance to its progress toward 
a demonstration of its claims, I would 
. rather at any time when in my power sup- 
ply the conditions by which demonstrations 
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that would place it upon a permanent basis 
of fact could be made. Therefore, it is 
discouraging in the extreme when we find 
ourselvs confronted with the fact that it 
persistently ignores a most important and 
praetieal line of proof, which is perfeotly 
consistent, so far as I know, with every 
condition it demands, and one that any 
rational being would logically suppose it 
would adopt. Why is it that the things one 
would naturally suppose it would do, and 
can do, and which would render its claims 
acceptable to all, are the very things which it 
persistently does not do? By way of illus- 
tration we may say, for instance, the claim 
is made that there is one phase of medium- 
ship possessed with a special gift of trans- 
mitting perfectly authentic written mes- 
sages from the spirit realm to mortals on 
earth. It is not necessary to mention the 
other phases of mediumship, this alone is 
sufficient for my purpose. In this one 
phase alone, if true, we hav the poten- 
tiality of all the proof necessary. It is 
ample for the speedy aud universal convic- 
tion of the world. There is noother phase 
of mediumistic power fraught with the 
possibilities of this, nor so far reaching or 
so general in its application. Materializa- 
tions, table-tippings, raps, everything else, 


‘as a consequence of their restricted opera- 


tions, sink into insignificance when com- 


‘pared with this one wonderful accomplish- 


ment, as & means of universal proof. By 
it the remotest confines of civilization can 
be reached; well authenticated messages 
from the spirit dead can go laden with un- 
mistakable proof tothe humblest homes as 
well as'to the palaces of kings. Why not 
open up shop to spirits instead of to men? 
Let them visit the mediums and transmit 
messages, and thus spare mortals the ex- 
pense of a journey that not one in a hun- 
dred is financially able to incur. The per- 
sonage who would occupy this position 
would become the spokesman between the 
two worlds, the most important of all 
men, the channelof communication, in the 
most practical sense, between the living 
and the dead. A pepetual current of use- 
ful, practical, and convincing intelligence 
would constantly flow, and a rushing tor- 
rent of humanity would pour into the ranks 
of Spiritualism like a Niagara of waters. 
Why? Because the proof will hav become 
practical, and therefore general. Expo- 
nents of Spiritual philosophy cannot expect 
conviction of thinking people generally 
by the introduction of isolated instances 
of persons traveling perhaps hundreds of 
miles to test a high-power medium and re- 
port results when they hav every facility 
at hand to make proof which will be gen- 
eral in its application. And that, too, a 
species of proof in direct line with their 
pretensions, and perfectly consistent with 
the conditions they demand. The suspi- 
cion will probably remain that there is 
nothing to prove. 

However, as remarked at the outset, I 
am a friend to Spiritualism, and should be 
pleased to see it rapidly advance. To this 
end I hav thought possibly Y may aid its 
progress by supplying a condition by which 
a test can be made in a public and practical 
manner. The editor of Tas TRUTA SEEKER, 
no doubt, will render efficient aid by giving 
all the facts due publication. © 

I hav & lost brother—Henly L. Burk— 
who I hav reason for believing died three 
or four years ago somewhere in the West. 
I hav used every facility known to the mail 
service to find out where he died. If there 
is a realm filled with spirits he is there sur- 
rounded by a brigade of relativs. Now, 
le& some medium call him, or some of 
them, up and tell me where he died. Keep 
doing things of this kind, hundreds, thou- 
sands of them publicly, and you will dis- 
arm criticism and doubt will cease. You 
will cause **a rushing mighty wind.” An 
avalanche of humanity will come pouring 
into your ranks like & tidal wave, and the 
carcass of priestcraft will lie helpless and 
dead at your feet. Besides, who doés so 
will receive a suitable réward at my hands, 

: THos. Borz. 
Thonghts on. Selt-Dostruetion and E - 
" — talism. | | 
Los ANGELES, CAL., Aug. 25, -1804 

Mr. EDITOR: Ingersoll’s article on sui- 
cide has been read and reread, and my 
views on that subject hav for vears been 
in full accord with those expressed by 
him. It may be a gruesome subject fors 


less flowery writer than he to touch, but 
it is one. that will not down, for the past 
and the present show that it is inseparably 
connected with the record of the human 
family. It is noticed that Ingersoll is 
something of a fatalist, and being a com- 
plete and thorough fatalist myself, I read 
with indorsement and approval his words: 
** Our actions are the fruit, the result of: 
circumstances—of conditions, and we do as 
we must." 

This is so true and so logically indisput- 
able that I wonder it is ever denied; and 
yet itis. All professed Christians, as far 
as I know, believe and assert that man is 
so free to act that he can control his-own 
destiny for good or evil, being, as they 
claim, a free moral agent. 

But facts on every hand go to disprove 
this, and that man does not exist who is 
free from the influence of conditions from 
his first to his last breath. Everybody is 
the absolute slave of conditions; and un- 
der the law of periodicity all great events 
occur in human affairs without being sub- 
ject in the slightest degree to the control 
of mankind. The rise and fall of nations 
is as natural as the growth and decay of 
vegetation; and over and over agaiu his- 
tory repeats itself, and man commits with 
endless regularity the follies and the sins, 
the mistakes and the wrongs, of his an- 
cestors. As Voltaire has told us, ‘‘man 
will feel, reason, and act forever as nature 
has destined,” and that individual who 
thinks he can pursue an independent 
course through life has failed to giv the 
subject due and sufficient thought. Ifa 
man commits suicide under any circum- 
stances, he does so because driven and 
forced by conditions he could not avoid or 
escape. No act, good or bad, isever com- 
mitted independently of conditions, and a 
motiv must first influence the will to pro- 
duce an act of any kind by the human 
machine. Let pain and misery in suffi- 
cient quantities fall to the lot of any mau, 
and he will seek relief in suicide. I care 
not what his moral or religious views, for 
there is & limit to human endurance. But 
such extreme suffering is so rare that those 
who take their own lives will always bea very 
limited minority. We do not, as Voltaire 
has told us, ever need to fear that suicide 
will become an epidemic malady; for the 
alternation of hope and fear under ordi- 
nary circumstances will insure the natural 
death of most people. But under extra- 
ordinary circumstances there will always 
be more or less self-murderers, and statute 
laws to prevent will be about as sensible 
and effectiv as the Pope's bull against the 
comet. Under the universal law of fatal- 
ism, where ‘‘the facts all touch each 
other," what conditions produce will oc- 
cur; and long ago I found out how foolish 
it was to say I would never do this or that; 
for necessity compels us to play our auto- 
matic parts in strict accord with the condi- 
tions that confront and surround, as we 
march regardless of will or wish ever 
downward to the grave. 

More than one man who has spoken and 
written against suicide when comparativly 
happy and prosperous,. has afterwards 
ended his own life; thus demonstrating how 
weak and uncertain is the action of the hu- 
man will in the face of changed conditions. 
Who knows to-day what he will do to- 
morrow, and who can declare with any 
certainty coming events in humau affairs? 
No man; and we all grope our way in dark- 
ness from the first step to the last one on 
the journey of life. Every animate thing 
that livs and breathes, from a mouse to a 
man is the creature of fate, and is com- 
pelled to be and to do precisely what cir- 
cumstances determin; and though it is 
true that some men are crushed by condi- 
tions that others survive, that fact only 
shows that different degrees of endurance 
and resistance prevail among men. The 
law is not affected in the least. Victor 
Hugo has said that genius consists in 
taking fate by surprise; but what is genius 
but the product of fate? Fate produced 
the greatest military commander of the 
ages in the person of Napoleon Bonaparte, 
and havirg produced an unusual prodigy, 
the only surprise that could arise in con- 
nection with such & man would be his 
failure to do something remarkable. We 
do not expect men of medioority to startle 
the world with great deeds, for nnder the 
invariable rule that effect cannot be greater 
than cause, it is impossible for them to do 
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so. For some unknown reason nature 
produces very few Shaksperes and Inger- 
solls, Cæsars aud Bonapartes, so when they 
are produced they rise above their fellow- 
men like monuments above fence posts. 
and yet what they do in proportion to 
their capacity is no more than those who 
represent the other extreme of human 
ability. The genius can no more help 
being great than the mau devoid of brains 
can avoid being an intellectual nonentity, 
and neither had anything to do with being 
great or small in body or mind. As we 
follow up this line of thonght we must be- 
come more and more convinced of man’s 
automatic relation to the universe, and by 
this I mean that while the human being 
is a self-maving machine, all movements 
are involuutary and in strict accord with 
outward influencer which produce the 
inward or the mental impulses; for withont 
the five physical senses there would be 
none. Every thought and every act of 
mortal man is the result of some inflnence 
on his five senses, and these influences 
make him what he is as & factor in society 
just the same as soil, water, aud suushine 
control vegetation. It is true many people 
think they hav the power of choice be- 
tween two acts, but when thoroughlv 
analyzed, this power to choose is found 
to be only the result of the strongest 
influence. There is no such thing as an 
independent decision of the will, for the 
will is merely an instrument of nature’ 
forces in producing human action, and not 
an independent entity that sits supreme 
above conditions and influences. The will 
is under the control of hope and fear, and 
never works unconstrained by either. 

You cannot will without a motiv, said 
Voltaire, and this undeniable fact showr 
that motivs must govern all actions; and 
all motivs being produced bv conditions 
in which we are placed, no logical reasoner 
can refuse to admit that fatalism accounts 
for all things and the world is under the 
reign of inevitable necessity. We love 
and hate; we fight and fraternize; we 
laugh and ory, rejoice aud curse, invar'- 
ably as conditions decide; and while play- 
ing our automatic parts, some of us get to 
wondering what it all amounts to. Ascore 
of the greatest minds the world ever pro- 
duced, and whose names will exist as long 
as human history, shuffled off this mortal 
coil without waiting for nature to do the 
job; and I believe the ultimate conclusion 
of every philosopher, from Aristotle the 
suicide to Schopenhauer the pessimist, has 
been honestly expressed by Silenus, who 
declared ‘‘that never to hav been horn 
was the greatest blessing that could hap- 
pen to man, and the next best thing was 
to die very soon." 

Seneca believed and asserted: 
is the best invention of nature. What 
need to lament the particulars? The 
whole of life is lamentable. New misfor- 
tunes will crowd in upou thee before thon 
hast paid thy debt to the old oues;” and 
unlimited testimony of this natnre might 
be adduced. But still the world goes 
round and round, and the hnman animal 
continues to propagate his species—very 
few of whom are philosophers, however— 
and blind fate insures an endless supply of 
misery because of having made the globe 
on which we liv ‘‘one vast field of destruc- 
tion and carnage.” Cheerfully yours, 

C. Sevaraxon, Pessimistic Fatalist. 

P. §.—Should I, under the influence of 
my Indian control Usquebaugh, write 
and forward anything not appropriate or 
desirable for your columns, the same will 
always fit your waste-basket very nicely, 
and no harm done; for as old women must 
talk, so at times some of us must write. 
As it is customary to criticise your paper 
at times, and many do by offering valuable 
suggestions that wou't work, will say that 
the only criticism I hav to offer at present 
is the following, for otherwise the manner 
in which you conduct the leading Frec- 


thought journal of the globe meets with 
my unauimous approval. 

The little defect to which I call your at- 
tention is the woodcut supposed to repre- 
sent the genial S. P. Putnam. From the 
mental impression which I still carry of 
that distinguished exponent of universal 
mental liberty, I am, and always hav been, 
unable to find an existing similarity; and,- 
to speak with complete candor, I really 
think that Samuel has just and -legal 
grounds for instituting—shonld .he feel 
disposed—a libel suit for gross and ex- 
aggerated misrepresentation. 8. 


“ Death 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tion for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Little Girl and Little Brook. 


“Little brook. little brook, why are yon always 
singing?” 

"Because in early morning all the flower bells 
are ringing 

To waken bees and butterflies, and bid them 
journey over 

The fields through which I flow, where grow the 
daisies and the clover; 

Because the liv-long day the birds from tree to 
tree are calling, 

And now and then in dancing drop3 the sparkling 
rain is falling; 

Because when comes the night the moon and stars 
are brightly beami- g 

Upon their fair reflections in my silvered waters 
teeming; 

Because I'm happy, little girl, and that is why I'm 
singing." 


‘Little brook, little trook, if you find so much 
gladness; 

Why, surely, I shculd know no single thought of 
sadness; ` 

For all you hav I hav—green fie ds and butterflies 
and flowers, 

And bees nnd birds. and sun and moon and s ars, 
and pleasant showers; 

And then I hav—and this is far beyond all other 
blisses. - 

A darliug mother, little broo’, who givs me smi'es 
and kisses.” 

—Margaret Eyttnge tn Harper's Young People. 

— M. 


The True Ambition. 


{CoNOLUDED. ] 

Again, further up the scale of social life, 
is a class of people, independent so far as 
wealth is concerned, whose sole aim is 
pleasure—a worldly pleasure. A life of joy 
is, to them, one of the highest and noblest 
reasons to liv. , This is the class, generally, 
that make a town or city attractiv; that 
visit the places of amusement, and gather 
in opera houses, hearing the most noted of 
prima-donnas, and applauding what very 
few of them understand. An individual of 
rank, or social distinction, makes an inno- 
vation, and with an eagerness that is servil 
and yet pitiable to see, this clique imitates 
the innovation so as to be ‘‘in fashion.” 
There is a good and timely saying by Sen- 
eca that ‘‘servitude seizes on few, but 
many seize on her.” And must the fads 
and fopperies of society be called ambi- 
tion ? 

There is another class who liv not for 
self, but for others—for the world; who 
are a hardy set of people; willing to labor 
so that humanity may be uplifted; so that 
the day of peace and enlightenment may 
come the sooner. Willing to suffer with- 
out complaining; happy to endure the 
scoffs of a cruel world with resignation, but 
still eager, still willing to push on the fight 
for humanity’s freedom from thraldom, 
and, to make this world the brightest and 
happiest of worlds, and poverty and suffer- 
ing almost unknown. They are as con- 
scious of the fact as Massey was when he 
wrote, 

** here's no dearth of kindness 
Tn this world of ours; 
Only in our blindness 
We gather thorns for flowers." 
And they want to teach us that blindness 
js not a virtue, and that if we would only 
open our eyes to the possibilities that man 
can accomplish, instead of picking the 
thorns of failures, we would pluck the 
flowers of success and happiness. These 
reformers are full of love for the race, and 
Where falls the tear of love, the rose ap- 
pears 

And where the ground is bright with friend- 
ship’s tears 

Forget-me-not, and violets heavenly blue, 

Spring ae with the cheerful drops 
like dew. — Bryant. 

They are full of the noblest and highest 
ambition—to make for the human race a 
heaven upon earth. To banish. forever 
superstition and all that clogs the wheels 
of life and makes the burdens the heavier 
to bear. They are pained at the world’s 
suffering and ignorance, and to banish both 

8 their sincere wish. They see the incon- 
sistencies of man arising out of imperfect 
manhood, and they want to perfect it. 
They see and feel his narrow ideas of jus- 
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tice, and they want to broaden them. 
They note a half-contracted feeling of man 
toward man called love, and they want this 
love to be as free and as gentle as the air 
that sighs on a summer’s night through the 
gentle foliage of the forest. They see and 
they feel that the tyrant’s power is not dea, 
and they want to etifl - it, so that in a land 
where all are free men and women it can 
not exist. They see the bane of religion, 
and they want to banish it and put in its 
piace a clearer conception of duty toward 
each other. They see men worshiping 
creations of the imagination, and they 
want these idols destroyed, and in their 
place to put the ideal of manhood and 
womanhood, and to strive for it, not to bow 
down and worship like idolaters. [hey are 
in earnest, deadly so, and their endeavors 
will not relax until the day of victory has 
appeared. They are sincere, terribly so, 
and for this reason they hate hypocrisy. 
They love the world with all their hearts; 
they consider that all should be bound 
together by common ties of affection, 
and that the sole aim and ambition of 
every individual should be to labor in the 
interests of mankind. Beware, ye slug- 
gards, that the day may come too suddenly 
when man will be free, when parasites will 
die a natural death, and the enemies of 
progress and reform will be buried in ob- 
livion’s grave. These reformers hav the 
true ambition. They are full of zeal and 
believe they can accomplish in due time all 
they want for the human race. 

Press bravely onward!—not in vain 

Your generous trust in human kind; 


The good which bloodshed could not gain 
Your peaceful zeal shall find. 


— Whittier, 
Epwarp Dosson. 


Science. 


The Locust. 


What in the world is that noise ?—a 
whirlwind? No. Then it is a bundle of 
sticksallon fire. No. Whatthen? Why, 
it is an army of locusts. See! is the locust 
not a pretty creature with its three jointed 
feet, short antenns, and, on the body of 
the female you observe four, wedge-shaped 
pieces, moving up and down. And whats 
are there for? - Why, to dig down in the 
ground a place to deposit eggs. 

This is a Carolina locust. Look at its 
pale yellow, brown body with darkish 
spots, and strong, black, yellow bordered 
wings. 

Locusts can leap like gymnasts, and fly 
like the wind. They are of a variety of 
species, and they can travel like the mis 
chief. How do they make that noise? 
Now you watch and see. The hind legs 
are drawn across those big veins of the 
wing covers, like playing the violin, und 


Turn to the second chapter of the 
** prophet” Joel and you wil! find a good 
description of the locusts and their wild 
ravages. 8. H. W. 


QuEstions.—Describe the locust? How does it 
deposit its eggs? How does it produce sound? 
Are locusts very de-tructiv? What did the peo- 

le in New England do once on account of 
ocusts? What would hav been more sensible? 
Where are locusts used for food? What did the 
H brews believe concerning them? Do some 
nations still believe the same? What do they 
think is written on the wings of the locust? Re- 


; peat the description found in the book of Joel in 


in that first segment of the body there is a |. 


cavity, which makes the notes sharper. 

These little fellows actually swarm in 
some localities, and are very destruc'iv 
ioo, eating nearly all the grain and de- 
stroying vegetation. The red-legged 
species are the. worst, devouring clover, 
corn, vegetables — everything almost. 
Truly, they would breed a famin in a little 
while. ‘ 

Once there were so many of these little 
gluttons in New England, and the people 
were so discouraged, that they appointed 
a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer 
to remove them. It did not do any good, 
however. It would hav been much more 
sensible to stock the farms with domestic 
fowls and let them loose upon the locusts. 

In some foreign places locusts serve as 
food for folks. They are fried in fat and 
are said to be fine; sometimes they are 
dried, ground up as flour, and made into 
bread, They are sold by the pesk in 
Arabia. In Afriea cattle, as well as birds 
and men, eat them. 

Get your Bibles and read the Old Testa 
ment and you will &nd where they were 
used as food. The Hebrews were so super- 
stitious that they. believed that the locusts 
were the avenging armies of their Lord. 
What a strange idea! Other Eastern 
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RicnT Livine. By Susan H, Wixon, New 
York; The Truth Seeker Co, Price, $1, 
A great book upon a great subject. In 

an address before the Triennial Con- 

vention of Congrege!ional churches held 
at Worcester, a reverend gentleman of 

New York city asked this question: ** How 

can we cure the incorrigible lying of our 

children?” So bold a question frankly, 
honestly, and earnestly asked before such 
an assembly presupposes two conditions 
in society: 1. A deplorable moral retro- 

ession within the last few decades; 2. 
i utter failure to check this retrogression 
by all the appliances of organizations that 
claim to be the source and the directing 
influence from and through which all 
genuin morality flows. The moral status 
of the nation to-day is a sad com- 
mentary on the false theory that it is 
possible to do wrong with impunity; and 
is also tangible proof that men will do evil 
if they are convinced that by a belief ina 
dogma they are sure of being relieved 
from all responsibility and the conse- 
quences of evil action. 

Confidenee is the creator of social hap- 
piness. Without it society is in a miser- 
able state of unrest. With it society pro- 

resses upward and onward toa state of 
elieity; without it society descends to the 

pitiable condition of chaotic savagery. 
From confidence emanates love, which be- 
gets that kindly sympathy between man 
and his fellow man that binds society to- 
gether iu homogeneous bords. Truthful- 
ness creates confidence, deceit creates 
distrust. 

It is a pertinent inquiry of thonghtful 
minds to-day, Is society resting in the 
common repose of confiding trust, or is it 
in a state of that nervous anxiety born of 
distrust? If the former, then it is because 
truthfulness is the prevailing sentiment of 
society; of this latter, then, we must con- 
clude that it is so prevalent as to be its 
cause, 

An incident in public life may serve to 
show us what we are in this respect, In 
the diseussions which hav for some time 
been carried on in Congress over a revenue 
bill, it was suggested that a tax be imposed 
upon incomes above four thousand dollars. 
This proposition was opposed by a large 
number of Congressmen and by the press 
generally mostly on the ground that it 
would fail to bring the revenne anticipated, 
because, of the wholesale perjury it would 
be sure toentail, These sapient statesmen 
and writers admitted that such a tax was 
not déemed onerous, and was a success in 
Europe, but did not agree with American 
ideas, thus confessing that we were a nation 
of liars, and cited in proof statements of 
Commissioner Wells in regard to the in- 
come tax imposed during the war. 

Startling ns is the question of the clergy- 
man quoted above, the arguments referred 
to are more startling still. The conduct of 
children is largely influenced by the con- 
duct of their associates, and as they are at 
school nine months of the year during the 
most impressible years of life, much, very 
much, depends upon the ethical training 
they receive there. It is to be deeply re- 
gretted that the study and practice of 
morals and manners, distinctivly as such, 
were, until recently, withdrawn from our 
publie schools, being superseded by what 
were termed ‘‘ devotional exercises," Some 
school officials and teachers seemed to be- 
lieve that the iatter included the former— 
that a school opened with the formula of 
prayer, the recitation of scripture texts, 
and the singing of so-called sacred songs, 
would be all-sufficient to’secure the exem- 
plary conduct of their pupils, and build up 
a pure and strong character, This was a 
grave and lamentable error as common ob- 
servation clearly shows. Else why the 
constant violation of the immutable laws of 
ethics? Why the gross manners and lying 
of many school children? Why the dia- 
bolical barbarisms attending the practice 
of ‘‘hazing” in our universities and col- 
leges, which has not unfrequently caused 
the permanent injury or death of its hap- 
less victims? Why the disfigurement for 
life of young women at the Wesleyan Uni- 
versity of a Western state, where daily at- 
tendance on vocal prayers was compulsory, 
by tattooing their faces in Greek characters 
with nitrate of silver by their classmates? 

Such teachers and officials, it would 
seem, hay utterly failed to comprehend 
ihe ethics of prayer. Montgomery, tbe 
hymnologist, declared prayer to be the 
soul’s sincere desire uttered or unex- 
pressed. Prayer, then, is earnest desire. 
Action is the manifest energy of gennin 
prayer; therefore right living is prayer 
vitalized by righteousness. Such prayer 
is truthful and availeth much; yes, more, 
it is the all-powerful agent in the building 
of noble character and the diffusion of 
happiness broadcast. 


with or without the compulsory formal at- 
titude of the body, becomes monotonous, 
wearisome, meaningless, and heartless. 
Such prayer, however well meant, is a 
mere formality, a vain repetition, and 
when scanned by the bright light of truth 
is seen to be a daily enacted lie. Need 
there be wonder at the lack of high moral 
qualities in the American character when 
so much dependence has been placed upon 
the daily service of the lips and so little 
upon the rightfal action of the individual? 

From a long, careful, and unprejudiced 
observation I hav concluded that tea hers 
too often do not realize the great responsi- 
bility resting upon them in forming the 
character of their pupils, If any position 
in society deserves to be termed sacred, 
surely it is that of teachers in our public 
schools; for no position affords such op 
portunities for molding the hnman char- 
acter. How she shall accomplish her task 
fuliy and faithfully in this regard far- 
nishes by far the most difficult problem 
she is called upon to solve. 

And now, when the trend of events 
seems to immutably indicate that much 
more wil! be requircd at her hands in the 
field of applied ethics, “ Right Living," by 
the well-known authoress, Susan H 
Wixon, comes as an invaluable aid to 
assist her in this noble work. Miss Wixon 
possesses the rare and happy faculty of 
writing in such a lucid, fluent style that 
her productions, while fascinating to the 
young, deeply interest the mind of mature 
years; hence ‘‘ Right Living,” althongh 
especially designed as a text-book in oral 
instruction and supplementary reading in 
the schoolroon, is a fitting work to grace 
the private and bless the patrons of the 
publielibrary. Its great truths are tersely 
stated in strong and forceful language, 
condensed into short, axiomatic para- 
graphs which render it easy for the mem- 
ory to seize and retain them. It has a 
copious index, which renders it convenient 
to select any topic which occasion may de- 
mand or the taste of the reader may re- 
quire. It is entirely free from religious 
bias, the author evidently subordinating 
all prejudicial leanings, if she postée 
any, to the one grent end of demonstrating 
the truth and showing how it shiuld be 
adopted and cherished in right living to 
adorn the character and thereby build up 
a noble manhood and womanhood. 

A book so replete with wisdom should 
be in the hands of every teacher as well as 
in every home in the land. J. W. 
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Gems of Go hought. 


Man can take no medicin that will cure 
& bad religion.—Znvestigator. 


CHANGE must come. But how? The 
corporation, the capitalist, the representa- 
tivs of the masses, are strenuously urging 
revolution by stimulating hatred, despera- 
tion, distrust; the people, by moral, peace- 
ful, persistent agitation, are struggling 
against the awful approaching termination 
of the industrial problem and the purifica- 
tion of the body politic.— Weekly Index, 
Boston. 


Tur higher the social evolution, the more 
does this inner element of ceremonial rule 
grow, while the outer formal element 
dwindles. As fast as the principles of nat- 
ural politeness seen to originate in sympa- 
thy, distinguish themselvs from the code 
of ceremonial within which they originate, 
they replace its authority by a higher an- 
thority, and go on dropping its non-essen- 
tials while developing further its essentials. 
— Herbert Spencer. 


Js not our universal method of speaking 
of time in units of centuries, years, and 
hours, rather too impersonal and mislead- 
ing to us in our efforts to grasp the idea of 
lapse of time in our own lives? Should we 
not rather measure it in pulse beats, or 
heart throbs, or life strokes, and would 
not this then lead us to a more close knowl- 
edge of the existence of ouraelvs in relation 
to the world and our duties as the days roll 
by?—Albert Gresswell, M.D. 


Onanvr is an outrage against the indi- 
vidual. As such it stands condemned. 
Charity takes from the veins of personality 
its most precious blood. The gallows, the 
guillotine, the garrote, here witness their 
spiritual counterparts. Justice spéaks in 
defense of the individual. It fends him. 
It makes whole that which previously was 
only a part. It builds muscle and mind, it 
fits soul and body for long journeys and 
the ineffable victories of personality. 
Charity is a mole. Justice soars to the 
heavens, and is not dazzled by the sun. 
Oharity livs in holes its brief and shadowed 
second; justice measnres itself with all 
space and time. — Horace L., Traubel, 


** Bur there are some, like Carlyle, who, 
ractically speaking, shuffle off the theo- 
ogical idea and yet retain the ascetic 

ereed." Yea, verily, there are. At least, 
there are who fancy they do. But people 
like this only think they think; their prop- 
osition, when you come fair and square 
face to face with it, is absolutely unthink- 
able. - Carlyle was the inheritor of a brain 
and nervous system begotten and moulded 
by Calvinism. He got rid of the founda- 
tions of the Calvinistic belief, but he never 
was logical enough to get rid of the super- 
structure. He knocked away the tortoise 
that supports the elephant that bears the 
world on his back, but he left the elephant 
himself still gracefully poised in vacuo. — 
Grant Allen. 


Way either Optimism or Pessimism? 
These, let us remember, are superlativ 
terms—í. €., terms expressing extremes. 
Suppose, now, that, instead of trying to 
put an extreme interpretation of one kind 
or the other, on the universe, we content 
ourselvs with trying to see it as itis What 
do we find? A condition of things of which 
the best, I think, we can say is, that it is 
improving, while it is capable of indefinit 
4mprovement right now, in our own time. 
This is the modest, untheological doctrin 
of Meliorism. Far from asserting a world 
at its best, all things considered, it asserts 
a world whose capacity for immediate and 
indefinit betterment should rouse every 
human being to unselfish exertion, It is 
as stirring and thrilling as the other is 
soothing and benumbing. It arrays before 
the conscience the sorrows and sufferings 
of our brethren, and bids us remember 
that we can do our part to lessen the 
amount of human woe. — William .H. 
Johnson, in Conservator, 


TuroLoaians (however they may **offi- 
cially ” deny it) hav for years been busy in 
rereading their creeds and adjusting them 
to the new sciences. The theological re- 
adjustment, made necessary by the Dar- 
winian doctrin and the general dootrin of 
evolution, has not been less important than 
that required by the changed conditions of 
the Copernican astronomy. The heresy of 
a few, who held God to be the immanent, 
indwelling, and eternal life of all the uni- 
verse of men and things, ;is now the gospel 
of a great and ever-gresVening company. 
This rereading of the natural world, and 
of the theological system corresponding to 
the mechanical conception of the world, 
implied the utter and complete inadequacy 
of the traditional belief in Christiamty as 
a supernatural revelation. Subjected to 
the new natural science and philosophy, 
and likewise to the new and higher criti- 
cism, the Bible, neither in the record nor 
in what is recorded, anywhere givs a hint 
or sign of supernatural interference or ac- 
tion, unless all natural things are super- 
natural, in virtue of the immanent divinity, 

—Banner of Light, 


. — $100 Reward $100. | 
The readers cf this paper wiil be pleased 
to learn that there is at least one dreadful 
disease that science has been able to cure 
in all its stages, and that is Catarrh. 
Hall’s Catarrh Cure is the only positive 
eure known to the medical fraternity. 
Catarrh being a constitutional disease, 


JUST OUT! 


RIGHT LIVING. 


JUST OUT! 


requiresa constitutional treatment. Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure is taken internally, acting 
directly upon the blood and mucous sur- 
faces of the system, thereby destroying 
the foundation of the disease, and giving 
the patient strength by building up the 
constitution and assisting nature in doing 
its work. The proprietors have 80 much 
faith in its curative powers, that they offer 
One Hundred Dollars for any case that it 
fails to cure. Send for list of testimonials. 
Address F. J. CHENEY & CO., 
Sold by Druggists, 750. Toledo, O. 


A CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY. 


I have had wonderful success seling Dish 
Washers. Have not made less than *8 any day 
and some days $15. Nearly every family buys 
one. They are ch ap, durable, and do the work 

erfectly. You can wash and dry the dishes fora 

amilyin two minutes, without touching your 
hands toadish I believe any lady or gentleman, 
anywhere, can do as well as I am doing, as I had 
no experience. Anyo^e can sel what everyone 
wants ‘o buy, and every family seems to want a 
Dish Washer. Write to the Iron City Dish 
Washer Co , E. E Pittsturg, Pa. They will send 
vou full particulars and help you as they did me. 


I donot write my experience boa» tingly, but be- 


By SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Ethies as Understood by a Student of Science, Sixty Chapters, as follows: 


Right Living, What i: Hypocrisy ? In Regard to Concealed Vice, 
What is Morality? Conscience or Moral Sense, Beautitul Charity, 

What is Ignorance ? Selfishness, the Menace of So- Fidelity. the Giver of Strength 
Knowledge the Great Treasure, ciety. and Honor, 

Concerning Education, Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of gue of Wealth. 


Conduct; or Right Doing, . ife, varice, Not a Means to Life's 
Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, : 
Prudence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control. Blossoms, 
Fortit ude a Noble Possession, Self-Respect. Reason and Free Inquiry. 
Temperance and Intemperance, Foolish ride and Silly Preju- Free Speech, 
Is the Use of Tobacco Danger- dice, . A Free Press, 

ous ? om Anger, the Distorter, Rights of Animals, 
Cultivation of Individuality, The Angel of Forgiveness. Rights of Children, 


Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty. Human Rights; or the Equality 
dleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, of Man. 
Industry, the Staff of Life, Punctuality, à Promoter of Suc- Moral Oleanliness 


Valne of. à Trade, The Hikscultios of Life oliteness. The Gentleman 


Recreation a Necessity, Politeness. — Continued. — The 
Games of Chance, Temptation, the Demon on the Gentlewoman, : 
Truth and Falsehood, highway, Best Society, 
What is an Oath? or the Worth Habit, Second Nature, Progress; or Enlightenment: 

of a Promise. ower of Will, d Wisdom. ] 
Fraud a Crime, Courage, & Necessity to Right 
Fhe Poison of Slander, Living. 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—whie 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of hele 


‘synthetic philosopher and a gifted liberal minister: 


AS with the physical, so with the ethical. A belief, as yet fitful and partial, is beginning to 


cause I think it a du 
hard times. 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


spread amongst men, that here, also. there is an indissQluble bond between cause and consequence 

inertem destiny, a taw which altereth not,—Aorbert Spencer. : pin SETS 
ng is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; in fact, the highest 

noblest of the Arts.— Thomas Starr King. ' we i A dh 


y lowe to others in these 
MARTHA B. 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Pleasure and Progress. 


AN ATTEMPI TO PROVE THAT ; 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: 
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‘Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable 
men who are in every way qualified as judges of books: 


This is-a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right along over j i 
out mu, 2 shout ero the ico is thin " not. Hp anew ts the E onte Ghee Wine [Rs 
` ` ] 36, and summum bonun 1 ‘ 1 7 
s one word, log ure ee tihaddous rà Wake u hiy m ife, and the real cau: e and motive of progress? 
e sharpiv attasks, alo, modern methods of edu^ation, and in this he is most abundantl 
borne out b the facts, an 1 his arraignment is practicall B boot T 
Subinde. and sug; estive ono.: Neu tork Commercial ‘Advertiser. SUN. Bis peek RM RDRSMBSE & 
The man who wrote this book knows how to write a book, and i iti 
There is not & padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt s "Hl ap” pm gT rds Rout, 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
trath. We do notsee how anyone can resd this book and disagree with the leadin propositions 
The work is good; every chapter is worth reading. It is a work of common-sense Socialism. ‘fhe 
chapter, on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. Thou- 
pano r or pentenoss are worthy of being framed as political maxims and hung up all over the nation. 
its bold, honest sayings b K Vasnvurn. tor its Htorary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 
After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 


Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 398 pages. is splendidly printed from large, clear type, 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 
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The Creation of God. 


By DR. JACOB HARTMANN. 


An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
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The New God. Price, 10 cents. 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
eientifio Solution, with some Criticisms of 
niversology. Price, 20 cents. 

Waifs and anderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; peper, 60 
cents. “A prose epic of the war,rioh with 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 

first page to last with the living spirit of to 

day” (John Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, A Romance. ‘‘The au- 
thor certainly has, genius. The | divine 
creative spark is within him. The book is 
filled with manly thoughts, expressed in 
manly words—the transcript of a manly mind, 

Every Liberal should read ‘ Golden Throne.'" 


production which have been rendered by 


Ingersoll. Price, $1. : S 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation in 
rhyme between the Nineteenth Centnry 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherem 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance. Price, 85 cents. . 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 
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urrounded by the prose poem, which has been HT he Muscular Tissues. Rules for Human Conduct 
ruthfully described as, “ one of the masterpieces The Nervous Tissues. ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Food and Food-Snbstances. Map of the Intellectual Faculties—The Mind 


Map of Theological Retrogression. 
Map of the Deluge and Garden ot Eden. 


Four Hundred and Thirty-two Pages Large 12mo. 
Xn Cloth, $1; in Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


of the orator and poet, who now, as far as we 
ku»w, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


TBUTH SEEKER, 
38 Lafayette place. New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 15, 1894. 


591 


* Not for Parsons. PONDS EXTRACT 


_, A GREAT deal of the piety of to-day isa 
-thing of great beauty because it is only 
skin deep.— Puck. 


. . Mamma: **Now, Hans, we must all giv 

up something to help the good missionary 
to convert the heathens. What will yon 
giv?” Little Hansi- “ Soap, mamma."— 
-Fliegende Blätter, Munich, 


“As a Methodist, T of course believe 
“that the Methodists. are right." ‘‘And 
"that we Episcopalians are wrong in every- 
.thing?" *'Oh, no! I hav no objection to 

Episcopalians outside the fact that they 
keep'open on Sunday."— Puck. 


Lrrros Minnie had a new frock. When 
: ghe went to bed her mother told her to 
say, ‘Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray 
-the Lord my soul to keep." **I pray the 
Lord my clothes to keep,” said little 
- Minnie, nor could she be induced to alter 
this improved, form of prayer. 
co FARMER: “You had a fire at the manse 
this morning. Any serious loss?" Minis- 
“ter: “Yes, ten years’ sermons were com- 
pletely burned." Farmer (with the mem- 
-.ory of many a weary Sunday morning): 
. Mon, they had made s gran’ blaze, they 
"were so dry, ye ken." 


USA ERIEND, whom we will call Mr. Smith, 
„was visiting the wife of a farmer. Mr. 
Soith:. “How is your husband now?" 
Mrs. Brown: ** Worse than ever; he's got 
"anew bolas, which is tearing him to bits. 
‘Bat, he's never well. How can a man be 
well whose inside is as full of pills as a 
peas-pod of peas? I often say to him: 
-*John, it's just flying in the face of provi- 
-deneé when you've got your lawful regular 
doctor within a mile of you, and you going 
off to these impositors [impostors].' " 
“Mr: Smith: “It’s certainly very foolish.” 
.Mrs. Brown: .‘‘ Foolish! it's all that—but 
“it’s far worse; it's downright wicked. It 
. beats me how'a man can go down on his 
knees in ehareh and pray against such 
nastiness, and then go back like a dog to 
his vomit again." Mr. Smith: ‘‘And does 
. he pray in church against quacks?” Mrs. 
^ Brown: .'*Of course he does. Don’t we 
pray against them every Sunday in the 
. litany? Don’t we pray against ‘all false 
' doctorin [dootrin].' "— London Spectator. 


“HOW A DRUMMER CAUGHT TWO MINISTERS ON 

pius chay AN EASY QUESTION. 

. Abashed at nothing, a commercial 

traveler in the South once propounded a 
-. question to a couple of clergymen, whom he 

encountered on a railroad train, which il- 
-. lustrates how easily.a man may be tripped 

on a simple little ‘‘ catch " problem. i 

“Thé drummer entered into a conversa- 

tion with the ministers and entertained 

them amazingly with his brilliant re- 
marks, touching men and affairs. Gradu- 
ally the topic changed, until at last the 
‘talk was of Dr. Talmage and his visit to 
` the Holy Land. ; 

‘Speaking of the Holy Land,” said the 

graceless commercial man, ‘‘I was quite 
~ interested to read in a New York paper 

recently that a party of explorers in 

. Palestine had discovered a huge heap of 
bones, which, from their size and quantity, 
are supposed to be of the children which 
Herod ordered killed. They were found 
in a cave which had been closed for cent- 
‘nries, which accounts for their preserva- 
tion." 

** Indeed!" replied one of the clergy- 
. men, much interested. ‘‘I had not heard 

of it. It is certainly & surprising dis- 

covery.” f 

.** Yes," continued the drummer, ‘‘and 

oddly enough, while nearly half of the 

bones are bleached white, the rest were as 
black as ebony.” 

“ Remarkable,” ejaculated the clergy- 
“man who had already spoken, while the 
, other lcoked at the drummer suspiciously. 

** What isyour theory?" continued the 

drummer. ‘‘Do you think it possible 

that the bleached bones could be those 
~ of males and the black of females?” 

** Possibly,” replied the more communi- 
eativ clergyman. ‘‘I-am not an anatom- 
ist, however, and can’t say what effect 
long exposuré has on the bones of the 
sexes.” ` 

** And you?” persisted the drummer to 
the other. ‘‘ What is your opinion? Do 
you think it. possible that the white bones 
belong to male infants and the black to 
female, or vice versa? That is the prob- 
“lém that now excites the discoverers.” 

“Really,” replied the other, '*I don't 
; know, but possibly as you first put it, the 

: white bones may be of the male children 
and the black of the female." 

Shortly after this the clergymen reached 
. their destination and left the train. -Just 

as it was about moving off the drummer, 

. who had been chuckling to himself the 

- meanwhile, thrust into the hand of one a 
card, upon which was written the words: 

. _ “ Exeuse me if I suggest that you read 
vour Bibles hereafter with greater care. 
Had you done so in the past, you would 

"-hav known that boy babies only were 

ordered slain by Herod.” 


THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


FOUR THOUSAND DROPS 
—in a bottle—small size—and 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE 
in curing that troublesome 


CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 
MOSQUITO BITE, PILES, 
SUNBURN, BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 
from which you are suffering. 
USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 


CAUTIO * gent purchaser demands 


QUALITY. Large bottles—and large 
profits—to unscrupulous venders do 
not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 
by insisting that no weak substitute 
be offered in place of the GENUINE 


POND'S EXTRACT 


MADE ONLY BY 


POND S EXTRACT CO.. 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


A discriminating intelli- 


The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will eure the stomach,liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 21t18 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up  Ha*d- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street. New York. 52619 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
seoution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents: in cloth. 5^ oenta. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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l TH 
LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. Q. HOLYOAEE. Price, 5 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzorcz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is & part of 
his conclusion regarung the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 

T Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throngh- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent, evidence of 
supernatural design. . . ,Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a pnrely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generationin a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 

lace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in the 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 


thy God? E 
trated. Price, cloth 
thustra ‘Address, T 


: , BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


‘he Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. | . 
l'he Secret of the East; or, The Origir 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 

of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 

eh 'y sical Edneation ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature, Cloth. $1. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. | Cloth. $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illma 
rate . Haber. Oo " 
trated Aadress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


artin miann Naw Va 


$2. 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED. 


By Ruy. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price.15 cents. Address this office. 


J. D. Shaw’s Books. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eh epee ied al Ë 
ible is 
pure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 
ice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
the biblical st. of -man's “‘ crea , 
Lee poete le denominated * the fall." 
' Price, 10 cents. aM 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one. hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 
The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 
i f the assumption that he was a Givin 
M. and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
‘estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 
Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
i nd afürmative 8tandpoint, showing 
ee A not and what itis. Price, cents. 


. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Address Lafayette place, New York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOFOGHAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


AND 


Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND 


The Assemblage. 


— 


What they are: 


1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
'and other opoupants standing showing Qolo- 
nel Ingersoll, President Rowley, B. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 


Colonel Ingersoll Causes n Smile. 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. : 


Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem, 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 80th wreathed in flowers and tearing 


mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Hocheile. on May auth, and are historically. patri- 
otically, and artistically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera's who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has rpared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photograph: are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
is seventy-five cents each. 


Address THF TRUTH REREEP CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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CHRIST «© « «= 
—eoce— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. “Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKEK. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with & little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a hia- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind. 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such & story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth tho attention of the rest of the world. 
ice, % cents. ess 
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POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


AOOOUNT OF 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 


Paver, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.— $8. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.............. ree $ 
Men, Women, and a 
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The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- E 
PU REC S NEENERCTIM tacts 
Answers ip Christian Questions. D. M. Ben- " 
netb......... ee eere rrr Rh 
Christian Absurdities. John Peck... 20 
Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire....... 10 
The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg. 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to 
son. Robert O. Adams ............. ses. 25 
Strike of aSex. George N. Miller............ 25 
y Religious Bxperience. Samuel P. Put- oi 
D MR EIE 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- . 
iglon. E. Longshore................ 5U 
Issuxs or 1892.— $3. 

Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Eoote............. 95 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Ulustra- 2i 
Od or eserei sissies acts a elon E, 

Was OhristOrucifled? Austin Bierbower.... 10 

ulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 

,,, GOMOD... eee see nest esee eene eene . 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. ssi 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk.... 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire...... NOCERE PDA 25 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- Ne 

COOK) eese ey cas me reyes Si ave sive y ste is 
Liberty in Literature. _ Testimonial to 
alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

. By Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.............. . 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 

Proctor........... Perr rere 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 

Hart.........- ET E 40 
The Holy Bible Abridged............. e 80 
False Claims of the Church. John E. 


Thomas_ Paine Vindicated. Col. Robert 
QG. Ingersoll............... E dies 15 
The Creation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 5 

ADD vivecsevesicerssor enssaresseosoeeracs 0 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 

. E. Billings ................ seda esersee 25 
Resurrection of Jesus................ essere 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.B. Bell...... 50 
Religion a Ourse; Religion a Disease; Re- 

igion & Lie. S. P. Putnam............. 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE TRUTH SEEEER..... ———— wae 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a © 

ohn E. Remsbur; : 50 

Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Ilus- 
trated. S.P. Putnam..,................ 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine.....,... e 1b 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, 
LL. i 
u 
Bible Inquirer. A, Jacobson ... 26 
Sistcr Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 
Newhall Convent....,.......... eese 10 
Woman: Four Oenturies of Progress. Susan 
«| WV AKON ies eese y sesees esa oor turo wee 10 
Issuxs or 1804.— $3. 
Thumbserew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald — 10 


Helf-Oontradictions ofthe Bible. W. H. Burr — 16 
uring the year other standard Freethought 

works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. , 

Single numbers 80:d at prices quoted. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these Manufactue 
rer’s Prices. 

REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen’s Stze. 

. Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jewels. $660; 15 jewels, #8; 15 jewels. fully ad- 
Justed, $10; 17 jewels, adjusted, $14. In 3 ounce 
coin silver case, $8 0, $11 AP Ib, $19. In 4 
ounce, $1 extra. In 14 kt gold filled, open faco, 
21 year case, $14, 9815.50, $17, #19. $23. Hunting 
case, $3 extra. In 10 kt., 15 year caso, oither 


kind, $3 less. 
Ladtes’ Stze. 

Prices: In 14 kt. gold filed, hunting 20 year 
ca es, 7 jewels, $18; 11 jewels, $14.50; 15 Jewels, 
#19 In 14 kt., solid gold, hunting casos, $23, 
$24.50, $29. 

THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchable) hair epring, beautiful. double sunk, 
pan: ied dial, nickel, gola damascened finish, ad- 
justed to hest and cold and positions. Lates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect time 
eeper. 
Gentlemen’s Size. 

Prices: In 3 ounce silverine case. $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $02; 10 kt.,15 year cases, #8 
ess. 

1 Ladies! Stze. 

Prices: In 14 kt. 20 yoar hunting cases, $30, 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. 

AH gold and filled cases made bv best manufac- 
turers a8 Boss, Ducber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 
engine turn’ d, er artistically engraved. 

Goods shipped by express, charges prepatd. 

SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 


‘OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JEWBLIR. 
Send for price-lists ROCHELLE, ILL. 


ate Sealed in & plain envelope. 

giving causes and symptoms of the con 

iaints, 2nd a d tion ofthe Doctore 

important medical discovery—an Onta 

ward Application—a positive coz—the only ton. 

edy of the kind in exisvence—with evidentes of ecse- 
cesa, Address, DR, R. p, FEL 

Say whore you saw this adver. Vineland, N J 


EW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their pa nage and not waste their 
time and money on Obristian doctors.~Dr. Fel- 
tows. 
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A ROARING OLD JOSS. 


They shall walk after the Lord: he shall roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from 


the west.—Hosea xi, 10. 


J ews of the Wee. 


Tug New Hampshire Republicans hav 
nominated Charles A. Busiel for governor. 


Cor. Henry O. Kanr is the gubernatoral 
nominee of the New Hampshire Demcrats. 


On the Indianapolis track on Sept. 6. 
nen J. broke the world's pacing record 
in 2:24. 


Tux Nevada Populists nominated George 
Peckham for governor, and James Douty 
for Congressman. 


Lanp improvement schemes hav victim- 
ized a good many people in New York and 
adjacent cities and towns. 


Tue two wings of the Colorado De- 
mocracy hav combined snd nominated 
Charles 8. Thomas for governor. 


Sunpay phobists at Whitestone, L. I., 
are trying to prevent excursionists from 
going there on the first day of the week. 


SENATOR Jones, of Nevada, has formally 
gone over to the Populists, although he 
retains his Republican protectionist views. 


Ir is settled that sunlight and air are 
very helpful for destroying the harmful 
potency of cholera bacillus and other mi- 
crobes, 


Hon. Lars Penos, Populist, has been 
renominated in Colorado, although he 
wanted to enter the fight to beat Senator 
Wolcott. 


Generat GEORGE STONEMAN, formerly 
commander of the cavalry of the Army of 
the Potomac, died Sept. 5, aged seventy- 
two years. 


Tuau Illinois Popnlists are having trouble 
is getting the names of their local nomi- 
nees on the official ballot, under the two 
per cent law. 


THERE were large Democratic gains in 
the Arkansas election, the Populists being 
defeated in almost every county. The 
majority is between 25,000 and 30,000. 


Tue Vermont election resulted in Re- 
publican victory by a large majority, 
amounting to 28,000 over all. Urban A. 
Woodbury is chosen governor. 


PROFESSOR HERMANN VON HELMHOLTZ, 
one of the most distinguished scientific 
men of the century, died at Berlin, on 
Sept. 8. He was born Aug. 81, 1821. 


Tur northeastern counties of Minnesota 
are threatened with additional disasters 
from forest fires. Large sums are being 
raised every day for the fire sufferers. 


AT last & heavy rain has broken the 
terrific drouth in ali parts of the country, 
with the exception of the South, which has 
had timely rains all through the season. 


Tux Comte de Paris, head of the French 
House of Orleans, died in London last 
week. He was the son of the late Duc 
d'Orleans, and grandson of Louis Phillippe, 
king of the French. He was born Aug. 

, 1888. He served on the staff of General 

cClellan during the early years of our 
Civil War. 


Te Maine election has gone Republican. | 
Governor Cleaves is reélected by a major- 
ity of probably 25,000 to 30,000. It may 
be larger, Chairman Manley claiming: 
87,000. 


Tux Republieans of the Second district 
of West Virginia selected Alston G. Day- 
ton to oppose William L. Wilson, the 
Democratic tariff leader, in the congres- 
sional race. 


Dr. James Srrona, the author of the 
famous ‘‘Oyclopedia of Biblical,- Theo- 
logical, and Ecclesiastical Literature,” and 
of many religious works, has recently de- 
cea: ed, at the age of seventy-two. 


Tume police board of this city has dis- 
missed Captain Stephenson for bribery, 
and also voted to abolish the office of pre- 
oinot' detectiv. Central office men will 
hereafter do such deteotiv work as may be 
necessary. : i 


Tue Democrats of Wisconsin hav re- 
nominatéd Governor George W. Peck. 
The platform warmly indorses the admin- 
istration and denounces the Democratic 
Senators who so vitally amended the Wil- 
son tariff bill. 


‘Is Suicide a Sin?" and ‘‘Is Bicycling 
Immodest?" are the two questions most 
earnestly discussed in some of the New 
York papers. To one who believes in the 
referendum most of the letters must be 
very discouraging. 


Tus National Encampment of the Grand 
Army of the Republic was held at Pitts- 
burg this week. Thousands reached the 
city last Sunday, greatly to the disgust of 
the Sundayites, whose headquarters are in 
that unfortunate town. 


Tae Minnesota Democratic convention 
iudorsed the national platform, declared 
its confidence in the administration, called 
for the election of United States Senators 
by the people, denounced the American 
Protectiv Association, gud nominated 
George L. Becker for governor. 


Tue police justices of this city hold 
court often with locked doors, in direct 
violation of the law of the state. Men and 
women hav often to lie in jail all night, 
because their friends aud bondsmen can 
not get in to arrange for bail, thus sub- 
jecting them to needless inconvenience 
and ignominy, and mauy others to serious 
loss of time. 


Tae Louisiana sugar planters hav re- 
solved to hereafter support the Republi- 
cau party because the Democrats hav re- 
pesled the sugar bounty. Governor 
Foster, himself a sugar preducer, protests 
strongly against this step, argning that 
the planters can win nothing without the 
support of the negroes, and to bid for 
their assistance will reintroduce the race 
problem in its worst form. 


TuE Colorado Populists renominated 
Governor Davis H. Waite, although his 
opponents made as strong a fight as they 
could against him, with ali the machinery 
of the convention in the hands of his 
friends. It now seems probable that 
Thomas M. Patterson, editor of the Rocky 
Mountain News, the leading Populist 
paper of the country, will bolt the nom- 


} ination. 


In the congress of the English trades 
unions & prolonged debate ensued upon 
a resolution to nationalize ali lands con- 
taining mines or minerals. James Keir 
Hardie, M.P., moved an amendment that, 
besides the land, the whole means of pro- 
duction, distribution, and exchange of the 
output of mines ought to be nationalized. 
The amended resolution was carried by 
a vote of 219 to 61. 


Tae Northwest Legislature (Canada) has 
decided the long disputed school question, 
for a time, at least, It has voted that the 
Catholics shall not be deprived of their 
right to establish separate schools, and, in 
districts where they maintained such sep- 
arate schools, shall not also be taxed for 
the public schools. It has been deter- 


mined, further, that the only religous ex-. 


ercises in the public schools shall be the 
simple reading of the Lord's Prayer at the 
opening. 


Tue Memphis grand jury has discovered 
that the six negroes lynched near that city 
for alleged incendiarism were the victims 
of a plot.to which the detectiv who had 
them under his care, and the driver of the 
wagon which became the butchers’ sham- 
bles, were probably parties. That the 
prisoners were to be murdered was known 
in Memphis to certain persons many hours 
before the slaughter took place. ‘The sex- 
tuple murder made six widows and twenty- 
seven orphans. The grand jury has in- 
dicted several persons for the crime. 


Home Seekers in California 


Will find it to their advantage to call on or ad- 
dress the undersigned. Land from $10 to $500 
OTTO NEUHAUS, 


per acre. 
4t84 Lvs Gatos, Cal. 


MATRIMONIAL. 


Rank Materialist, farmer, age 30, on the Pacific 
coast, desires to correspond with mental comrade 
of 20 to 25 ye..rs. Address COSMOS, 


care TRUTH SEEKER 
» 
FU in a Jyfutshell. 
By ASA AUGER. 
A condensation of the fundamental argumer 
against Christianity. 
A Very Good Littie Missionary Work. 
Price. 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This bool 1s just what its title implies—thum 
jng whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done toadvance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Uu..o.jlanity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benef to man, 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. t. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS CHEAP" — 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at' different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities 
' with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 


8. 8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. l = 
History of Ancient Egypt. Rawlinson. 2 vols. 
A ‘Thousand Illustrations. Copious Notes 


and FullIndex. Price, $1.25, postage paid. 

The Dawn of History: An Introduction to-Pre- 
Historic Study. Edited by O. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth, 7% cents. : 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthro ology and 
the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultz 
75 cents. | i 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. "5 cents. : : 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. 95 cents, s . 

Formation o; Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

Education. Intellectual, Moral, and Physical 
Progress; Its Laws and Cause. With other 
disquisitions. Two books in one. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Political Science, containing Physics and Poli. 
tics. Application of the Principles of 
Natural Science td Political Society, by 
Walter Bagehot; and History of the Science 
of Politic:, by Frederick Pollock. ‘75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. ‘By Andrew Wilson, :F.B.8 B. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. ` 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
FR.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William. 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. FRU 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourte-nth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J.F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
15 cents. À 

Bound Volume of Humboldt Library, containing 
numbers 92 to 108. $2. a T 

Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, FR 
S.E S.. with 85 Illustrations. - $1. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 
Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. 
By Mary Wollstonecraft. $1. . 

The Genesis of Science and the Factors of Or- 
ganic Evolution. Both by Herbert Spencer 
in one volume 75 cants. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., 4 LL.D., with 

5 numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

eological Sketches at Home and Abroad. B 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. "5 cents. 7 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things y W.M. 


pe Bit John Lub- 


iliams, F.0.8 Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. A 
Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. "75 cents. 


The Pleasures of Life. By Sir John Lubbock, 
Bart. 75 cents. E 


SELEOT WORKS OF RIOHARD 'A, PROOTOR. 


Light Science for Leisure Hours : 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. ` 

Hereditary Traits, aad other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. i 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. Six books in one volume, $1.50: 


SHELEOT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN, 


The Evolutionist at Large. 

Vignettes from Nature, and 

Force and Energy; atheoryof Dynamics. Three 
books in one volume. Cloth, $1. 


THE THE 
BRAIN +» BIBLE; 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 

AND THEOLOGY. — | 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the Ktera. 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

. . THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 


4 Thorough Examination and Ref. 
"tation y the Claims of the 
abbatariana. 


"mon, z = 


ip nampa 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS E JUNIUS? 


‘By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the . 
engraved likeness- of Paine. Price,10 cents . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER . 


Travels in Faith.. 


Bx CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Being the story of his menial journey from: 


orthodoxy to Rations ism. 
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 74 canta. 
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Since the Truth Seeker Company’s compositors 
got “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought " off their 
hands they hav not been idle. We hay undertaken 
the issuing of two new books, which are now in 
press, the first in order of time being “The Better 
World,” by Dr. E. B. Southwick, of Michigan. This 
is not, as might be inferred from its title, a religious 
work having the heavenly beatitudes for its theme, 
but deals in a unique way with the possibilities of 
complete happiness on this mundane sphere when 
men and women shall hav learned to lead natural 
lives and to adopt scientific government and regu- 
lations. In the world which he describes there are 
no soldiers, lawyers, doctors, preachers, or public 
schools, and as a coincidence no war, litigation, dis- 
ease, superstition, or ignorance. 

The second new book is by Mr. F. D. Cummings, 
of Maine, the title being * Religion and the Bible.” 
Mr. Cummings is & business man, and, we judge, a 
prosperous one. Our dealings with him certainly 
indicate that he is one of thorough business meth- 
ods. And he has expressed his views on religion 
and the Bible with the terseness, clearness, and pre- 
cision that characterize commercial paper. Perhaps 
he is the first resident of Maine to write such & 
book. If so, that state has made a good, though 
tardy, beginning. 

Announcement of the appearance of these books 
will be made at an early day. The price is fifty 
cents each, in paper covers. Meanwhile we hav a 
suggestion to make to the substantial men in the 


Freethought ranks: You hav knowledge and views 
that are worthy of preservation in a bound volume. 
Why not, then, write a book? 
In view of the disputes that arise concerning 
every prominent man’s religious belief, after he is 
dead, a record over his own hand has become a ne- 


cessity—almost a duty. If his family or immediate: 


friends do not agree with him, they are likely, at 
his death, to accord him religious burial, deny all 
truthful aecounts of his actual convictions, and de- 
stroy whatever newspaper articles or private writing 
from his pen might prove him to hav been a Free- 
thinker; while his obituary, tombstone, and epitaph 
will perpetuate the falsehood that he has “fallen 
asleep in Jesus.” The course we hav suggested— 
the publication of a book, if no more than an auto- 
biography, to be & part of his last will and testa- 
ment—will render such & fate impossible. And 
there are other advantages of authorship which will 
readily suggest themselvs. 

. In further elaboration of this subject we would 
say that the Truth Seeker Company is in the print- 
ing and publishing business, and possesses all the 
facilities for turning-out first-class work. Any 
faults of composition due to an author's unfamil- 
iarity with literary labors are corrected by compe- 
tent revision. This Company's imprint upon a 
publication insures it & home in the book world, 
while our advantages for securing it circulation 
among the class it is intended to reach are not en- 
joyed by any other house. We believe that the 


Truth Seeker Company’s claim to be the headquar- 


ters for all Liberal literature is conceded Our 
terms are as low as those of any other house that 
does good work and pays standard wages. As we 


inquired before, Why not publish a book? 


It is evident that President Putnam of the Free- 


thought Federation is keeping a close watch on 
men and eventa from his conning tower in Chicago. 
He means to hay a good Congress in October and 
to keep every company and regiment in line for 


efficient work against the theocratic foe. His most 


enthusiastic and useful allies are the thousand 


good and true men and women who subscribed for 
«Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” Only 
those who know what has been suffered in the 
world-old battle for liberty and what has been won, 
can fully realize the magnitude of the task yet to 
be performed and the need of united, persistent, 
and intelligent action. The numbers of this select 
corps are steadily if slowly increasing, and now we 
are at last able to announce that the endof waiting 
is here. After & tremendous struggle with our 
printers the last form went to press this week and 
the book is in the hands of the binder. As soon 
as we receive it from him it will be rushed out to 
the subscribers as fast as we can wrap, direct, and 
ship the great volume. The names following are 
those of subscribers received since last week: 
Georgia, B. A. Denmark; Illinois, W. G. Reichwald. 


eS S pu pie t. 
Tur Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:80, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meetings. 
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the Most Magnificent Work Ever Published by the Freethought Press. 
TL 


FourHundred Years of Freethought. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout the Civilized World for 
the last Four Centuries, from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Ingersoll. « 

Tt will be a radical Historie Record of the Greatest Developments of the Human Race. u 

Tt will reveal Freethought as an Intellectual Moral, Literary, Social, Industrial, and Political 


"Movement. . . "M i 
It will show what Freethought is in itself and how manifold are its influences, and with what 


hope and promise we can hail its future triumph. 


“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” will Embrace the most Illustrious Pages 
of Human History, 


adorned with the brightest Genius, radiant with the most splendid Poetry, rich with the greatest Inven- 
tions and Discoveries and ennobled with Freedom’s most shining advance. 
Nothing Can be More Interesting, 
more inspiring to the Pioneer Workers of to-day—to those who are still in the van for Human Rights and 
Progress. The struggle is not ended and what is already won must be carefully guarded. Eternal vigi- 
lance is the price of liberty; and from the Past we must ever learn Great Lessons for the Future. 
NO LIBERAL CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT THIS BOOK. 
It will contain the Greatest Thoughts and the Greatest Deeds of the Greatest Men 
' In One Harmonious and Magnificent Whole, 
a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added glory of 
WOMAN’S EMANCIPATION 
from the chains and slavery of a barbaric creed and church. 
THE FIRST PART of the book will deal with Freethought as a Universal Power, as a Spirit, a 
Method, a prevailing but unorganized Influence in every Department of Human Growth. 
THE SECOND PART will deal with Freethought as an Organized Movement, especially in America 
and Europe; and this history is of equal importance with the first, and should be justly understood 


and the Pioneers of our work recognized. 
The first part will embrace the following Grand Departments: 


Philosophy.| Science. ; Education and Literature. Government and Politics. , Woman’s Emancipation. 
Bruno. Oopernious | Ethics. | Boccaccio. Lessing. Voltaire. Gambetta, | Madame Roland. 
Spinoza. Galileo. Bacon. Rabelais. Schiller. : Rousseau. Castelar. Mary Wollstoncraft, 
Descartes. | Kepler. Comenius. Cervantes. -Goethe, French Salon. Bradlaugh. | Harriet Martineau. 
Locke. Da Vinci. | Pestalozzi. Marlowe. George Sand. | French Revo- Garrison, Frances Wright. 
Hume. Newton. Froebel. Shakspere. George Eliot. lution. Phillips. Lucretia Mott. . 
Hobbs Humboldt. | Combe. Gibbon. Victor Hugo. | Thomas Paine, Parker. Ernestine L. Rose. 
Kant. Lyell. Spencer. Burns, Emerson. . Jefferson. Sumner. Lydia Maria Child. 
Hamilton. | Darwin. Owen. Shelley. Heine. Mazzinni. Lincoln. Margaret Faller. 
Comte. Tyndall. Holyoake. Byron. Thoreau. Bentham. Bakounine. | Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Büchner, Huxley. Haeckel. Pushkin. Whitman. Mill, Warren. Susan B, Anthony. 
Feuerbach. Girard Tcherny- Ingersoll. Garabaldi. Petrofsky. Matilda Joslyn Gage. 
Lick. chewsky. Heinzen. Helen H. Gardener. 
Annie Besant. 
THE PORTRAITS OF THESE ILLUSTRIOUS REFORMERS 


in every domain of Human Thought and Progress will adorn the pages of this volume. l 

The Second Part of this volume will be devoted especially to organized Freethought and the Liberal 
Press in modern times. The Truth Seeker, Investigator, Ironclad Age, Secular Thought, Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Independent Pulpit, Lucifer, the Freethinker, Agnostic Journal, etc. 

It will give a history of the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


at Chicago, the Freethought Federation of America, the American Secular: Union, the various state and 
local organizations, the Canadian Secular Union, the British Secular Union, and. other Liberal associations 
throughout the world. 

It will contain the portraits of those who, up to the present time, have been identified with Free- 
thought work—editors, lecturers, officers of societies, and those who, as representative men, have won dis- 
tinction in other fields of effort. There will be the portraits of 
George E. Macdonald, Capt. R. C. Adams, 

E. M. Macdonald, John R. Charlesworth, 


L. K. Washburn, Samuel P. Putnam, 
Ernest Mendum, John E. Remsburg, 


Susan H. Wixon, 

Mrs. Charles Watts, 
Mrs. Robert C. Adams, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 


Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr., 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
Prof. J, H. Cook, 

E. H. Heywood, 


Horace Seaver, 
J, P. Mendum, 
D. M. Bennett, 
Parker Pillsbury, 


Eltizur Wright, Charles Watts, Franklin Steiner, Otto Wettstein, Katie Kehm Smith, 
T. C. Leland, G. W. Foote, J. D. Shaw, Stephen Pearl Andrews, Lucy N. Colman, 
T. B. Wakeman, Saladin, E. A. Stevens, James Parton, Lillian Leland, 
Judge O. B. Waite, J. R. Monroe, H. L. Green, Abner Kneeland, Amy Post. 


and other men and women who have contributed to the advancement of Freethought and whose names 
snuuid be remembered throughout the Liberal ranks. There will also be about 


ONE HUNDRED BIOGRAPHIES, 


and in these will be given a picture of Freethought progress which will be most interesting and valuable, 
for it is in individuals that we find the best interpretations of the age. 


Tne Price of This Superb Book is $5.00, d 


and not for the same amount of money can there be found such an array of facts, such a survey of history, 
and such a galaxy of Freethought. ] 
Mr. Putnam is now devoting his whole time tc this work and it will be published ai the earliest 
possible moment. 7 
Lhe name of every Subscriber who sends five dollars before the work is on the press 
will be enrolled in this book. DON’T FAIL TO SUBSCRIBE AT ONCE. 


This book will contain 
Over Six Hundred Pages of Printed Matter and Over One Hundred Portraits. 


Yt will be elegantly bound. It wiil be a book for the home and the fireside. It will be a book to give to 

your friends when they ask, What is Freethought—what has it done and what is it doing in the world? 
This is the most universa! presentation of Freethought ever given to the publie, and no Freethinker 

cap afford to be without it, It is a library in itself. 
Address orders to 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 22, 18904. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette place, New York, € - 


HOW TO eat 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS 
OF FREETHOUGHT 


FREE 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have made arrangements with 
Mr. Putnam whereby we are enabled 
to make our friends a most generous 
offer. 

We need more subscribers to Tar 
Truru SEEKER, and every Freethinker 
needs “Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Not all are able to pay $5 
for it, but everyone can do a little 
work to obtain a copy — congenial 
work, that will do great good all 
around. This is the offer: 


Send us Four New 
Yearly Subscribers at 
regular rates ($12 in 
all), and we will send 
the Getter-up of the 
Club a copy of “FOUR 
HUNDRED YEARS OF 
FREETHOUGHT,” 
FREE OF CHARGES, 


And further, to aid our friends in 
getting this book for themselves, we 
will -offer 
To the New Subscribers as a 

Premium, 
post free, a copy in boards of' 


Old Testament Stories 


Comically Illustrated 
By WATSON HESTON, 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER 
CONCEIVED, 

Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
W, 8. BELL’S 
Handbook of Freethought. 

With these Splendid Works as pre- 
miums there ought to be no difficulty 


in getting hundreds of clubs of sub- 
seribers. 


Remember, to the Getter-up of The Club, 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT, 


free. 


To each New Subscriber in the club, a pre- 
mium of a Dollar Book—elther “Old Testament 
Stories Comically Illustrated,” or W, S, Bell's 
“Handbook of Freethought,” in Gloth—all free ` 
by post or express. 

This really brings the price of the 
paper down to $2 to each new sub- 
acriber, as they get Tue ‘nur SEEKER 
one year and a dollar bo:k for $3. 

A Club of Four New Sub- 
seribers and $17 ($3 only 
from each) does this? 


We want to este> our circulation, 
and we want to help our friends to 
help us. 

It ought not to be difficult to get 
four New Subscribers in any town in 
the country, especially with these 
Splendid Premiums to assist. 

Those who get up these Clubs will 
receive their copies of * Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” as soon as the 
book is issued. 

Those who send a Club and 
Four New Subscribers and 
$12 before the book is printed 
will have their names en. 
rolled in tts shining pages. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Place, 
NEW YORE, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. Maoponanp, Editor and Manager. 
' 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORE. 


SATURDAY, - - - - SEPTEMBER 22, 1894. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Single subscription, in advanoe........... 
One subscription two years, in advance.. 
Two new subsoribers........ eee ceee eee eren — 
One subscription with onenew subscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
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remittance. 
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. Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or wy registered letter. 
Address communttations and make drafts, checks, post-ofice 
and. express money orders payableto ` E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address Of 


SOME 


fo induce new subscriptions and prompt renew- 


als on the part of our friends we make the follow- 
ing handsome premium offers: 

For $6.50 we will send Tue Taur Szxxzr one 
year ($3) and S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” ($5). By taking advantage 
of this or our Free offer of the book (see opposit 
page) there is no reason why every Freethinker in 
the country should not possess this splendid work. 


For $5 we will send Taz Trurn.Szzxzs one 
year ($3) and «Paine's Great Works Complete” 
($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be 
erected in Chicago, and of his monument in New 
Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Taur SEEKER one 
year ($3) and “The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 


For $4.50 we will send Taz Teura Szzxur one 

year ($3) and James B. Alexander's «“ Dynamic The- 
. ory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large 
;pages and more than four hundred illustrations. 
Jt is a digest of Science, and no one who studies 
‘it can help but be well-informed in all scientific 
-matters. : 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurn Szxkrn one 
year ($3) and «The Freethinker’s Pictorial Text- 
Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tume Trurn SEEKER one year 
($3) and « The Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book” 
in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tue TRUTH SEKKER one year 
($3) and a copy of “ Old Testament Stories Comie- 
ally Illustrated," in oloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tse Taura Sxrxz one 
year ($3) and “Old Testament Stories Comically 
Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 

This is a splendid opportunity to obtain books 
which every Liberal desires to hav, at an exeeed- 
ingly low price. Old and new subscribers can 
avail themselvs of it, and we shall be glad if our 
present readers will eall the attention of their 


frienda to the values offered. 


The Sunday Superstition and the Schools. 

Our readers are familiar with the intention of the 
theocrats to secure, if possible, the incorporation in 
public school text-books of articles favoring com- 
pulsory Sunday observance. They hav taken hold 
of the work in earnest and will push it with the 
vigor and wise system which characterize all their 
propagandism. Their organs urge upon theocrats 
everywhere in the country the duty and necessity 
of writing to school-book publishers and presenting 
to them all possible arguments that may hav ‘the 


' [effect of inducing the publishers to prepare and 
issue series of text-books suitable for the accom- 


plishment of the purpose of the Covenanters, that 
is, the indoctrination of the minds of the children 
of the land with the dogmas and principles of the 
Sunday superstition and tyranny. They are com- 
mitted. squarely and unreservedly to the proposi- 
tion that it is a part of the business of the state to 
teach religion, and their kind of religion, as a mat- 
ter of course. Equally of course, they are abso- 
lutely sure that the state has an unquestionable 
right to enact Sunday laws. Nay more, they are 
convinced that it is its boanden duty to establish 
such laws. It is right here that we must meet 
them firmly and without reservation. If the state 
has the right to enact Sunday statutes it has the 
right to enforce them, and in order that it may en- 
force them with the least possible friction it will 
teach the children of all citizens, who in their turn 
are to be citizens, that those statutes are necessary, 
just, and must be obeyed. If Sunday statutes are 
justifiable on any ground, then it is entirely proper 


that the children in the public schools and in all 


other schools be told wherein they are justifiable 
and why they are justifiable. It will not do to play 
fast and loose with this momentous issue. The 
state directs the education of our children, and 
while it does it’ must insist, in self-defense, 
that these children be taught to render obedience 
to its laws. Its right to instruct the rising genera- 
tion to respect its laws is conterminous with its 
right to adopt those laws. If there be any law al- 
ready in existence which it may not teach the pupils 
in the schools to obey, that law should be repealed. 
The state may warn against murder and arson, 
for murder and arson are violations of the law of 
equal freedom, and therefore invasiv, hence the state 
may rightfully deal compulsorily with the murderer 
and incendiary. Work and play on Sunday are 


not invasiv, and hence the state cannot rightfully 
punish them as crimes nor teach that they are 
crimes. 

Furthermore, even if the advocates of Sunday 
observance did not desire to force their ideas con- 
cerning it upon dissenters by means of legal enact- 
ments, the teaching of those ideas in the public 
schools would be unconstitutional and invasiv, for 


to teach in the schools that Sunday is a holy day, 
the observance of which is enjoined by God, is to 
propagate a religious dogma at the expense of the 
taxpayers holding to all forms of belief and non- 
belief. i 

The question of Sunday observanceis one for pri- 
vate determination wholly, equally with that of 
baptism, partaking of the communion, respecting 
fast days, making pilgrimages to shrines, shaving 
the head, or saying grace at the table. The state 
has nothing whatever to do with any of these rites, 
ceremonies, and observances, beyond protecting all 
in the equal right to engage in or abstain there- 
from. This is what separation of church and state 
means; this is what secularization involves; this is 
what the advocates of the law-fettered Sunday, this 


not violations of the law of equal freedom, therefore | 


there should be no union of church and state, and 


is what all theocrats, hate and fight against. Right 
here the battle line is drawn, right here the war is 
to be waged. 

The Christian Reformer, replying indirectly to 
our arguments against state teaching of Sunday 
observance dogmas, quotes from an address by 
Bishop Whipple, in which that church dignitary, 
after enumerating a number of the frightful evils 
which assail or threaten the country, says concern- 
ing the asserted cause of these perils: 


** For the past quarter of a century the apostles of In- 


fidelity hay by press and platform been eating faith out 


of the hearts of men; multitudes hav forgotten that no 
nation has ever survived the loss of its religion. It may 
hav been a poor religion, but when men hav lost all sense 
of accountability to a higher power, when they hav ad- 
mitted no eternal standard of righteousness, and limited 
man's horizon to the grave, society has perished." 


It is now in order for Bishop Whipple to tell us 


what nation, using “nation” as synonymous with 


people, has lost “all sense of accountability to a 
higher power.” Within the historic period, no na- 
tion which has gone down in ruin had any lack of 
faith in a higher power or in higher powers. If by 
nation he means the government, it is pertinent to 
remind him that ours is the firat whose constitution 
guaranteed the complete and perpetual separation 
of politics and religion, and left the people abso- 
lutely free to cherish and giv expression to their 
sense of accountability to higher powers. So far 
our nation has “survived,” while all the dangers 
that it has encountered and surmounted are clearly 
traceable to sources other than the principle of 
secularization embodied in its fundamental law. 
Indeed, we may fairly go much further than this 
and maintain that but for the disregard of this 
principle by'our municipal and state goverments, 
and even by the federal government, we should hav 
escaped many grave perils. By the exemption of 
church property from taxation the way was opened 
for the accumulation of vast properties in the hands 
of ecclesiastical organizations, an accumulation 
which has never failed to be detrimental to the 
welfare of the state and inimical to the interests of 
all its industrious citizens. The admission of the 
Bible to the public schools has made possible the 
“ Catholic menace” to the common school system, 
and has paved the way for this later theocratic de- 
mand that the ofthodox Christian belief concerning 
Sunday be taught in those schools. One of the 
greatest evils with which we hav to deal, and which 
is eating into the very vitals of all that is honorable, 
true, and just, is political corruption, and much of 
this is directly chargeable to the scheming of the 
theocrats. The attempt to subvert the secular 
Constitution has contributed powerfully to the un. 
manning of politicians. They hav been bullied 
into voting for all sorts of unconstitutional laws, 
and hav made all kinds of promises under duress of 
threats of defeat in future elections if they do not 
giv their public indorsement to the demands of the 
theocrats. They hav seen misleading and even 
forged petitions laid upon their desks, and they 
hav not dared to expose the fraud, but hav had 
to make believe that they saw nothing wrong, and 
hav talked and voted as though they had not the 
slightest doubt of the truth of the theocrats' asser. 
tion that those documents actually expressed the 
solemn wish of a vast majority of the people. 
These are but three examples of the many dangers 
and iniquities which all elear.sighted and good citi- 
zens fear and lament, and which cannot be debited 
to the constitutional inhibition of the union of 
church and state, but which, on the contrary, are un- 
doubtedly justly chargeable to the machinations of 
the Christian enemies of that wise provision against 
ecclesiastical encroachments and tyranny. 
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- Immediately following its quotation from Bishop | A Frank Admission—A Startling Comparison. 


Whipple, the Christian Reformer says: 


“In the light of all the facts, there is nothing more 
reasonable or more patriotic than the proposition to in- 
sert in our school readers lessons on Sabbath observance. 

* It is largely by means of this institution [Sunday] 
that ‘the sense of accountability to a higher power’ has 
been developed. The Sabbath law is part of that law 
written by the finger of God on tables of stone.” 


This is begging the question. Whether God 
wrote any law; whether, if he did, he wrote it on a 
table of stone; whether, if he did so write, we hav 
any sure means of knowing the fact, and finally 
whether there is or was a God who could or did 
write a Sabbath law or any law on a table of stone 
or elsewhere, are all theological questions with which 
the state has nothing whatever to do. It can 
neither legislate, adjudicate, nor administer upon 
the assumption of the truth of an affirmativ answer 
to one or all of these questions. They are wholly 
without the domain of politics. The state stands 
for the defense of the civil rights of all its citizens, 
regardless of their opinions concerning these or any 
other religious tenets. It is not a council, presby- 
tery, synod, conference, nor board of Bible inter- 
pretation or revision. Its functions are secular, 
not ecclesiastical. For the state to put into the 
school readers what the theocrats want there is to 
assume the existence of a God and his direct inter- 
vention in human affairs, the divinity and infallibil- 
ity of the Bible, and its own right to legislate in re- 
gard to religious beliefs.. This is precisely what 
the National Reformers and their allies desire, and 
they seem stone blind to the fact that all history is 
eloquent with warning against such a domination 
of the lawmaker by the priest. That this theocratic 
demand for religious instruction in the schools and 
for the incorporation of Theistic and Christian 
dogmas in the laws is based on theological instead 
of on humanitarian grounds is well-known to all in- 
telligent observers of current events, in spite of the 
frantic protestations to the contrary of the more 
discreet champions of the Covenanter schemes and 
of the less cautious themselvs in their calmer or 
shrewder moments, but it will not be amiss to quote 
here a few sentences from the Christian Reformer, 
which are strongly confirmatory of, this observa- 
tion: 

**'l'here is but one remedy for all these national ills, 
and that is a return to the religion of our fathers. This 
cannot be done without & proper regard for the Sabbath. 
There must be & cessation of all unnecessary trade and 
travel on the Lord's day, This cannot be brought about 
unless the youth of our land are taught the command, 
‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.’ They 
must he taught that this is not a mere humanitarian law, 
discovered by science to be good for man physically, but 
thatit has the authority of God behind it and that men 
and nations disobey it at their peril. They must be 
taught that God commands nations to keep the Sabbath, 
and threatens them with destruction if they refuse. ‘If 
ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the Sabbath day, 
and not to bear a burden even entering in at the gates of 
Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then will I kindle a fire in 


the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jeru- 
salem, and it shall not be quenched.’ ” 


For some reason we hav been seeing less of the 
“rest” pretense lately in the Sabbatarian papers 
than we hav been accustomed to finding therein. 
Is it supposable that they are awakening to the fact 
that it is a very thin disguise, not likely to fool people 
of fair intelligence, and that this eye-opening has 
been brought about by Tue Truru SEEKER’ S demon- 
stration of the utter lack of necessity for Sunday 
laws in the interest of working people, who can 
secure all the leisure they need without a single 
statute of the kind? It will be comparativly easy 
to put the Covenanters to rout when they are once 
forced out into the open and compelled to admit on 
all occasions that they are fighting for Sunday laws 
solely in the interest of the church. It is this con- 
sideration which causes us to devote so much space 
to the establishment of the truth of our contention 
that no special Sunday laws are needed in order to 
giv all time for rest. If further proof were needed 
that the Sunday observance people are working in 
the interest of the church instead of the worker, it 
would be found in their unrelenting opposition to 
all forms of Sunday recreation and amusement. 
Here they completely unmask. 


Tux TnaurH Szzxer said recently that “we fight 
from the vantage ground of the Constitution,” and 
it is strictly true, although it is a Constitution ig- 
nored, violated, and trampled. To the fact that 
the Constitution is what it is do we owe all the re- 
ligious liberty that the legislator of modern days 
has left to us. We must see to it that no Christian 
constitutional amendment is grafted on to the noble 
instrument, for when that is accomplished we are 
lost. It is clearly perceived by the National Re- 
formers and their congeners that the Constitution 
is the greatest obstruction in their way, and they 
are sure to make use of every obtainable lever in 
their desperate endeavor to remove it. Of course 
some of the theocrats claim that thè genius of the 
nation is Christian and that a Christian amendment 
would be in perfect harmony with the religious 
customs and legislation of the past, and would also 
harmonize with the truest reading of the Constitu- 
tion in the light of the real intentions of the 
fathers, but the more logical and clear seeing of 
their leaders are forced to confess that, so far as 
the Constitution is concerned, they are the innova- 
tors and must maintain an aggressiv fight. Rev. 
E. Thompson, D.D., of Los Angeles, California, 
preached & sermon the other day in Pittsburg on 
the theme, “Is this a Christian Nation?” He 
claimed that it is. He said that the men, women, 
and children at home prayed for the success of the 
soldiers in the field ; that in the national convention 
Franklin acknowledged God as the ruler of nations, 
and moved that a minister be sent for to ask God's 
blessing on the convention; that the president at 
his inauguration takes an oath, and that “ twenty- 
six decisions of the supreme courts of as many 
states hav said that this is a Christian nation.” 
He also said: “The Constitution of the United 
States is distinctivly a Christian document.” The 
Christian Reformer, while expressing its admira- 
tion of the “spirit and aim” of this. discourse, feels 
compelled to point out some of the speaker's er- 
rors. Here are some of its admissions: 


“The reference to Benjamin Franklin’s speech and 
motion in the constitutional convention is incomplete and 
may leave a wrong impression, The reader might infer 
that the motion for prayers in the convention was adopted, 
when the fact is a motion to adjourn was carried without 
taking a vote on Franklin’s motion, and it was never 
brought up again. Franklin himself tells us that the 
convention, with the exception of three or four persons, 
thought prayers unnecessary. The assertion that ‘the 
Constitution of the United States is a Christian docu- 
ment,’ must not be allowed to go unchallenged. We 
meet it with the counter-statement that the Constitution 
of the United States is not a Christian document. * * - 
The statement as to the inauguration oath of the presi- 
dent calls for one or two remarks. The exact form of 
the oath is prescribed in the Constitution.. It is as fol- 
lows: ‘I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faith- 
fully execute the office of the president of the United 
States, and to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, 
and defend the Constitution of the United States.’ There 
is no recognition of God in this oath, and the president, 
as a rule, takes it just as it is here given. It appears, 
therefore, that while there is a large amount of Christian- 
ity in the nation, and a small amount in the laws and in 
the administration, the Constitution is not a distinctivly 
Christian document. All the Christianity found in the 
statutes, customs, usages, thanksgiving proclamations, 
etc., is extra-constitutional.” . 

That is, all the Christian features of our local, 
state, and national governments are illegal, uncon- 
stitutional, rebellion-tainted. Thus much for the 
admission; now for the comparison : 

* But in any case it impresses us as 8 strange state of 
affairs, when the Christianity of the Constitution has to 
be proved. [And after allis not proved.] There should 
be no need of proof. It ought to be so manifest that 
there could be no doubt about its existence. What 
would hav been the impression made on the public if Dr. 
Thompson had taken an hour to prove that the Method- 
ist church is a Christian church? Common sense people 
would say, If the Christianity of the Methodist church is 
so vague, ambiguous, and doubtful that it needs to be 
proved, that church ought to hold a general conference 
forthwith and revise its creed, so that its Christianity 
will be known and read of all men. That is the duty now 
resting on this nation with reference to its Constitution." 

Of all the comparisons that do not compare, this 
may safely claim the palm. We find ourself won- 
dering if the editor of the Christian Reformer 
realizes how completely he has exposed his front, 
flank, and rear—every face and angle of his posi- 
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tion—to his enemies’ attack. It seems utterly im. 
possible for thorough-going theocrats to under- 
stand that a church and a civil government are two 
distinct and separate things. Can they not grasp 
the idea that the functions of the two are wholly 
different? The mission of the Methodist church ig 
to uphold and propagate Christianity; the purpose 
of this government is to defend its citizens—to ren- 
der secure their property, persons, and lives. The 
Methodist church has & religious creed because it 
is a religious society; the nation has a political con- 
stitution because it is a political organization. The 
one is a declaration of religious belief; the other is 
a bill of civil rights. It is well that the Christianity 
of the church is * known and read of all men.” It 
would not be well if the Christianity of the Consti- 
tution were known and read of all men, for the 
Constitution should hav no Christianity nor any 
other religion or irreligion to be known or read of 
any man. The man who calls the Constitution a 
“ereed” and proposes to revise into it the dogmas of 
Christianity is, whether consciously or unconsciously 
it matters little, the enemy of civil and religious 


liberty, and would, if it were in his power, bring 


back the days of the Inquisition, with As church 
grasping the sword of merciless authority. We 
earnestly wish to preserve the amenities of discus- 
sion, and we desire to reason rather than denounce; 
but when an editor puts into cold type the atrocious 
assertion that it is the duty of the people of the 
United States to make the Constitution of the na- 
tion a creed of Christianity, so plain and pronounced 
in its averments that no one can mistake it for 
anything else, we find it difficult to refrain from 
such denunciation as the anti-slavery apostles 
heaped upon the heads of the apologists for chattel 
servitude. 


Will You Be There? 

We hope to meet a multitude of Truthseekers at 
the Annual Congress of the Freethought Federa- 
tion and Secular Union in Chicago in October. All 
Freethinkers who can spare the time and money 
will, we are sure, be amply repaid their outlay of 
both, if they attend. None of us touches hands 
often enough with his fellow-workers. We are so 
deeply engrossed with the everyday duties of life 
that there is little time left or opportunity given 
for the cultivation of social feelings and the ex- 
change of fraternal greetings. But once a year we 
can get together under the rooftree of our national 
organization and relax the tense nerves strained 
almost to the breaking point in the struggle for 
existence. We. get out of the old ruts, and 
breathe a new atmosphere. Old friendships 
are freshened and strengthened and new ones are 
formed. We review the struggles and triumphs of 
the year. We hope and plan for the future. 

Of course we cannot get together a crowd of 
thousands or tens of thousands, as the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union people or the Christian 
Endeavorers do, for our propaganda attracts only 
the independent and thoughtful. But there will 
be a sufficient number at the coming Congress to 
hav a splendid time, and we can hav no doubt 
that the meeting will giv a fruitful stimulus to the 
work all over the country, and especially in all dis- 
tricts represented in the Congress by home dele- 
gates. The Chicago friends are not in the habit of 
doing things by halves, and this year they are rein- 
forced by Mr. Putnam, who is an unconquerable 
host in himself. His ‘enthusiasm is contagious, 
and he has an almost unlimited capacity for hard 
work, which he draws upon without stint when he 
makes up his mind that a job is worth doing. Then 
there is Judge Waite, who wrote that admirable 
work, the history of the first two hundred years of . 
the Christian religion, and who is the president of. - 
the Secular Union, which this year foregathers with 
the Freethought Federation in this annual congress. 
Judge Waite and Mrs. Waite are good people to 
know, and they are a tower of strength to our cause 
in the city by the inland sea. Reichwald, Peacock, 
and many other intrepid soldiers of Liberalism are 
doing valiant service on the picket line, and will hav 
everything in good shape for the Congress by the 
time the outside delegates arrive. 

It is not necessary to enumerate here the 
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important questions that will come up for consid- 
eration; suffice it to say that never has there been 
greater need for vigilance, energy, union, and ag- 
gressivly defensiv fighting. 

Come from East and West and North and South; 
make this Congress an all-around success. 


We are told that the Lord loveth a cheerful giver, 
so no doubt he has a warm place in his heart for 
that unique Freethinker, Charles Broadway Rouss, 
of this city, who has just sent to our Acting Mayor 
McClellan a check for $1,000 for the Minnesota fire 
sufferers. 


On the last Sunday in September the Brooklyn 
Philosophical Association will go out to New Ro- 
chelle to see the Paine monument and ascertain 
what, if any, improvements need to be made. The 
members of the association will leave the Grand 
Central station in this city on the 1 r.m. train or 
the first that leaves after that hour. They expect 
to hav an entertaining and instructiv time and cor- 
dially invite friends from other cities to join them. 


À Oleveland paper, which is helping on the Sun- 
day crusade in that city, tells a story that concerns 
the former mayor of the town. It.is to the effect 
that a church delegation waited on the official to 
see if something could not be done to lessen the 
noise in a saloon which was next-door neighbor to 
the church. The merry-making in the saloon dis- 
turbed the services in the church, it was stated. 
Then the mayor asked: “Did it ever occur to you 
that the people in the saloon are probably disturbed 
by your singing, as much as you are by their merry- 
making?’ We are not concerned to inquire here 
as to therelativ harmfulness or innocuousness of the 
two kinds of * noise," but the question of his honor 
may not be quite so “brazen” as the Sunday law 
paper seems to think it is. It is barely possible 
that the habitués of the saloon may be disturbed 
by a noise different from that which they make 
themselvs, and that, under the law of equal free- 
dom, they would be entitled to some consideration 
at the hands of the lawmakers. If we assume that 
the sounds produced by church services are privi- 
leged while all those made in the saloon are to be 
outlawed, of course there is nothing to be said in 
defense or extenuation of the mayor's question, but 
if it is admitted that each citizen is entitled to com. 
plain of the sounds that annoy him, the question is 
presented in a new aspect, and the problem is seen 
to be one which calls for the exercise of mutual 
forbearance and the granting of mutual concessions. 
If statute lawis to be called in to arbitrate, it must 
be law applicable to all days alike; no special en- 
actments for Sunday are required. 


The opportunity is now presented for what we 
hope will be effectiv work in behalf of state secular- 
ization. As our readers are aware, Congress has 
passed an act admitting Utah into the Union as a 
state, and she will come in in 1896. A constitution 
had been adopted before the enabling act was passed, 
but it is now proposed to amend it, and a constitu- 
tional convention has been called for that purpose. 
Already the clergy are at work, determined to se- 
cure the election of none but Christians as delegates, 
if possible. ‘They see an ope"ing for the incorpo- 
ration of their religious opinions in the organic law 
of the new state. We must meet them in every dis- 
trict and in the convention. The Territory must 
be flooded with our literature. It will not do to 
permit the theocrats to gain a foothold there. Del- 
egates who will stand immovably firm in opposition 
to all schemes for the recognition of religious dog- 
mas in the constitution, should be nominated, and 
we are well satisfied that a majority of this kind can 
. be elected. When the convention assembles the 
Freethinkers must be on the ground from the first. 
* Who would be free, themselvs must strike the 
blow." To keep a good man there, and put into 
the hands of the delegates plenty of printed argu- 
ments in support of church taxation, against Sun- 
day laws, and for completely secular education, will 
take money and we now ask the Freethinkers of the 
whole country to contribute to “The Utah Fund.” 


George Larson, who livs out there, has opened the 
ball without being asked, and sends us one dollar 
for the purpose named. Who will be the next? 
Will friends please send us papers from Utah when- 
ever any contain anything about the convention that 
can possibly be of any use in this connection? 
Keep us well informed in regard to events and we 
will do all we can at this end of the line. 


fire horror, but the Freeman's Journal (Catholic) 
ventures this: . 

** How helpless is man in the presence of the mighty 
elements of nature! How pitiable his conditi:n were it 
not for God’s ministering angel Charity, who hastens to 
his relief in the hour of distress and peril, and bids him 
take courage and hav faith in an eternal destiny and a 
merciful providence by whom his sufferings in this tran- 
sitory life will not be forgotten!” — | 

Certainly man is “helpless in the presence of the 
mighty elements of nature,” but on the Theistic 
assumption this is equivalent to saying that he is 
helpless in the hands of God. God, according to 
that assumption, being unlimited in knowledge and 
power, it logically follows that he knew from eter- 
nity just how those poor people in Minnesota and 
Michigan would perish: But foreknowledge, in & 
being of infinit power, is equivalent to foreordina- 
tion, and hence it also follows that God intended 
that the victims of the Northwestern fires should 
die exactly in the way that they did. There was no 


The time rapidly approaches when Mr. J. B. Wise 
must appear for trial in the United States court at 
Topeka for sending through the mails & transcript 
of a “verse” of the Bible. We hope ii will not be 
forgotten by the friends that trials in United States 
courts cost heavily and that Mr. Wise is a very poor 
man who stands greatly in need of their timely as- 
sistance.- That the letters to the officials are read 
and pondered is shown by the following card sent 
to us by one of the best workers we hav. Read it, 
and then giv United States District Attorney W. C. 


Perry of Topeka an opportunity to send you a more 
satisfactory communication. And please do what 
you can to help Mr. Wise in a financial way. Here 
is Mr. Groh’s card: 
BRYATHEDSVILLE, MD., Sept. 8, 1894. 

**'Mg. Eprror: That letters from the Freethought 
Letter- Writing Corps are not disregarded is evident from 
the fact that, in response to a postal, I this morning re- 
ceived the following from United States District Attor- 
ney W. C. Perry, of Topeka, Kansas, saying: ‘ Referring 
to your postal card of the 22d inst., I beg to say that the 
charge against J. B. Wise was presented to the grand 
jury and an indictment returned against him. This of 
itself requires me to present the case toa trial jury, un- 
Jess I am convinced that the charge is unfounded in fact 
and in law. This conclusion I am unable to arrive at. 
The circumstances under which Mr. Wise is said to hav 
mailed the postal card are such that in my opinion he 
violated the law.’ ” 


There is no doubt that all the regular readers of 
Tus Terora Sxexer will carefully peruse Samuel P. 
Putnam’s ringing protest against the foolish reso- 
lutions adopted and sent to President Cleveland by 
the convention lately in session at Topeka. It is 
utterly incomprehensible how—in face of the tre- 
mendous issues that confront us as Freethinkers— 
these people could go off at that tangent into the 
slough of partisan politics. We hav our own work 
to do, more than we can attend to properly with the 
limited resources at our command, and it is fatuous 
to waste our strength in attacks on any party, and 
thus inevitably create ill-feeling and antagonism in 
our own ranks—unless that party has, as a party, 
invited the attack by making war on the principles 
for which all organizations that rightly bear the 
Freethought name stand, and can alone stand. 
Had the Kansans censured President Cleveland for 
any official utterance or act of his which was vio- 
lativ of the basic principles of secularization, they 
would hav merited only commendation from all 
Freethinkers, for to expose and condemn the words 
and works of officials which discriminate against some 
citizens and in favor of others because of differences 
of opinion regarding religion, is an important duty 
of every Freethought society. As an individual, 
every Freethinker is at perfect liberty to form such 
political affiliations as he chooses and to address to 
the officers of the government such communications 
as he thinks they should receive. But when any 
Liberal organization does as the one in Kansas has 
done, it goes entirely outside the sphere of its legiti- 
mate work, very seriously impairs its own useful- 
ness, and casts odium upon and does grave harm to 
every other Freethought body in the country. The 
deserved ridicule which the press of the nation is 
heaping upon the amateurish deliverance of the 
Topeka Convention is worth nothing as an adver- 
tisment of our principles, because that deliverance 
does not embody our principles, being merely the 
opinion of certain Freethinkers about a subject con- 
cerning which organized Freethought can express no 
opinion, and hence cannot be defended. When those 
resolutions are thrown in our faces, we must either 
remain silent, awkwardly apologize for, or criticise 
and repudiate them. There was no warrant 
whatever for placing us in this most undesirable 
position. i 


So far the religious journals hav fought rather 


Let us resolve to make Utah a free state. Mr.| shy of moralistic observations on the great forest 
) a 


possible escape for them, no matter what they or 
others might hav attempted in the way of flight or 
rescue. 
may and often do save men and women from pre- 
mature destruction by the “ elements of nature,” 
but from an infinit God there is no possible escape; 
he has destined us to die in a certain manner, 
and when we do die, no matter how horrible a 
death, it is he who kills us, precisely as he had in- 


Intelligent prevision, courage, decision, 


tended from the “beginning” to do. If Theism is 


true, a personal God choked or burned each and 


every one of those people who perished in the re- 

cent forest fires, as surely as though he had taken 

them in physical hands and strangled them or 

thrust them into their flaming houses and held them 

there until they were only lumps of charred flesh. 

AM that the religious editor has to say about. 
* God's ministering angel Charity,” an “eternal 

destiny” of bliss in heaven (or of agony in hell), 

and a “merciful providence” is sickening to a de- 

gree—a horrible mockery of grief and torture. 

Quite possibly the man is sincere, but that fact does 

not make his deliverance any the less a ghastly 

burlesque on intelligence and morality. In passing 

it is pertinent to ask him upon what sound reason- 

ing he bases the assumption that a god who does 

so poorly in this world will do so well in another ? 

Is he to experience a “change of heart”? What 
warrant hav we in experience, common sense, or 
logic, to assume that the superlativly wise and good 
will do better in the future than he has done in the 

past ? 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tus Chicago Secular Union re-opened Sunday, Sep- 
tember 2d, with an excellent lecture by Samuel P. Put- 
nam. September 9th Leon Lewis gave an able address 
on “Bruno.” September 16th Mr. Putnam spoke again, 
On the 28d Mrs. M. A. Freeman lectures on ‘‘ Science 
and Superstition.” The speaker for the 80th has not 
been definitly decided upon, but possibly Mr. Putnam 
will again occupy the platform. It is hoped by these 
meetings to awaken Chicago Freethinkers to the neces- 
sity of united action and to secure a large attendance at 
the Congress. The lectures are freo and the meetings 
are held at 181 Madison street every Sunday evening. 


The enlightened white pietist can’t afford to 
snigger too loftily at the religious darkness of the: 
heathen Chinese at Hong Kong, who (so a cable 
says) tried to scare away the black plague by Joss 
processions accompanied with the letting off of 
crackers; nor need the Church of England folk 
think to oproudly of their Archbishop of Canterbury 
as compared to the viceroy of Canton, who publicly 
offered sacrifices to propitiate the devils. Ortho- 
dox creeds inculcate the very same superstition only 
it varies in its incidence. There are “prayers for 
rain” especially set out in the “ Book of Common 
Prayer,” approved of by Canterbury and indorsed 
by her Grashus, who is the head of the church ! 
And isn’t Australia familiar with “days of humilia- 
tion and prayer” as & cure for this evil, or for that 
—even to the sordid question of general bank- 
bursting? That book, too, contains a plague prayer 
or two and several other follies for use, when a ton 
of chloride of lime would be more to the point. It 
is the same superstition—the same principle of 
sacred ignorance; the difference is is only one of 
degree and incidence. Our bishops and parsons 
assemble and lead. public tomfooleries; the Canton 
boss processes and offers sacrifices. Savages all.— 
Sydney Bulletin. 


598 
Ingersoll and His Critics. 
From the New York World. 
First. In the article written by me about suicide 


and published in the World, the ground was taken 
that “under many circumstances a man has the 
right to kill himself.” 

This has been attacked with great fury by clergy- 
men, editors, and the writers of letters. These 
people contend that the right of self-destruction 
does not and cannot exist. They insist that life is 
the gift of God, and that he only has the right to 
end the days of men; that it is our duty to bear the 
sorrows that he sends with grateful patience. 
Some have denounced suicide as the worst of crimes 
—worse than the murder of another. 

The first question, then, is: 

Has a man under any circumstances the right to 
kill himself? 

A man is being slowly devoured by a cancer, his 
agony is intense, his suffering all that nerves can 
feel. His lifeis slowly being taken. Is this the 
work of the good God? Did the compassionate God 
create the cancer so that it might feed on the 
quivering flesh of this victim ? 

This man, suffering agonies beyond the imagina- 
tion to conceive, is of no use to himself. His 
life is but a succession of pangs. He is of no 
use to his wife, his children, his friends or 
society. Day after day he is rendered unconscious 
by drugs that numb the nerves and put the brain 
to sleep. 

Has he the right to render himself unconscious ? 
Is it proper for him to take refuge in sleep? 

If there be a good God I cannot believe that he 
takes pleasure in the sufferings of men—that he 
gloats over the agonies of hischildren. If there be 
a good God, he will to the extent of his power lessen 
the evils of life. 

So I insist that the man being eaten by the can- 
cer—a burden to himself and others, useless in 
every way—has the right to end his pain and pass 
through happy sleep to dreamless rest. 

But those who have answered me would say to 
this man: “It is your duty to be devoured. The 
good God wishes you to suffer. Your life is the 
gift of God. You hold it in trust, and you have no 
right to end it. The cancer is the creation of God, 
and it is your duty to furnish it with food.” 

Take another case. A man is on a burning ship, 
the crew and the rest of the passengers have escaped 
—gone in the life-boats—and he is left alone. In 
the wide horizon there is no sail, no sign of help. 
Hecannotswim. If he leaps into the sea he drowns, 
if he remains on the ship he burns. In any event 
he can live but a few moments. 

Those who have answered me, those who insist 
that under no circumstances a man has the right to 
take his life, would say to this man on the deck: 
“Remain where you are. It is the desire of your 
loving heavenly father that you be clothed in flame 
—that you slowly roast—that your eyes be scorched 
to blindness and that you die insane with pain. 
Your life is not your own, only the agony is yours.” 

I would say to this man: “Do as you wish. If 
you prefer drowning to burning, leap into the sea. 
Between inevitable evils you have the right of 
choice. You can help no one, not even God, by 
allowing yourself to be burned, and you can injure 
no one, not even God, by choosing the easier death.” 

Let us suppose another case: 

A man has been captured by savages in Central 
Africa. He is about to be tortured to death. His 
captors are going to thrust splinters of pine into 
his flesh and then set them on fire. He watches 
them as they make the preparations. He knows 
what they are about to do and what he is about to 
suffer. There is no hope of rescue, of help. He 
has a vial of poison. He knows that he can take 
it and in one moment pass beyond their power, 
leaving to them only the dead body. 

Is this man under obligation to keep his life be- 
cause God gave it until the savages by torture take 
it? Are the savages the agents of the good God? 
Are they the servants of the infinite? Is it the 
duty of this man to allow them to wrap his quiver- 
ing body in a garment of flame? Has he no right 
to defend himself? Is it the will of God that he 
die by torture? What would any man of ordinary 
intelligence do in a case like this? Is there room 
for discussion ? 

If the man took the poison, shortened his life a 
few moments, escaped the tortures of savages, is it 
possible that he would in another world be tor- 
tured forever by an infinite savage? 

Suppose another case: In the good old days, 
when the Inquisition flourished, when men loved 
their enemies and murdered their friends, many 
frightful and ingenious ways were devised to touch 
the nerves of pain. 

Those who loved God, who had been “born 


twice,” would take a fellow man who had been con- 
victed of heresy, lay him upon the floor of a dun- 
geon, secure his arms and legs with chains, fasten 
him to the earth so that he could not move, put an 
iron vessel, the opening downward, on his stomach, 
place in the vessel several rats, then tie it securely 


to his body. Then these worshipers of God would 


wait until the rats, seeking food and liberty, would 
gnaw through the body of the victim. 

Now, if a man about to be subjected to this tor- 
ture had within his hand a dagger, would it excite 
the wrath of the “good God” if with one quick 
stroke he found the protection of death ? 

To this question there can be but one answer. 

In the cases I have supposed it seems to me that 
each person would have the right to destroy him- 
self. It does not seem possible that the man was 
under obligation to be devoured by cancer; to re- 
main upon the ship and perish in flame; to throw 
away the poison and be tortured to death by sav- 
ages; to drop the dagger. and endure the “mer- 
cies” of the church. 

If, in the cases I have supposed, men would have 
the right to take their lives, then I was right when 
I said that “under many circumstances a man has 
a right to kill himself.” ; ! 


Second. I denied that persons who killed them- 
selves were physical cowards. They may lack 
moral courage; they may exaggerate their misfor- 
tunes, lose the sense of proportion, but the man 
who plunges the dagger in his heart, who sends the 
bullet through his brain, who leaps from some roof 
and dashes himself against the stones beneath, is 
not and connot be a physical coward. ] 

The basis of cowardice is the fear of injury or the 
fear of death, and when that fear is not only gone, 
but in its place is the desire to die, no matter by 
what means, it is impossible that cowardice should 
exist. The suicide wants the very thing that a 
coward fears. He seeks the very thing that cow- 
ardice endeavors to escape. 

So, the man, forced to a choice of evils, choosing 
the less, is not a coward, but a reasonable man. 

It must be admitted that the suicide is honest 
with himself. He is to bear the injury, if it be one. 
Certainly there is no hypocrisy, and just as cer- 
tainly there is no physical cowardice. 

Is the man who takes morphine rather than be 
eaten to death by a cancer a coward ? . 

Is the man who leaps into the sea rather than be 
burned a coward? Is the man that takes poison 
rather than be tortured to death by savages or 
Christians a coward? 


Third. I also took the position that some sui- 
cides were sane; that they acted on their best 
judgment, and that they were in full possession of 
their minds. ; 

Now, if, under some circumstances, a man has the 
right to take his life, and if, under such circum- 
stances, he does take his life, then it cannot be said 
that he was insane. 

Most of the persons who have tried to answer 
me have taken the ground that suicide is not only a 
crime, but some of them have said that it is the 
greatest of crimes. Now, if it be a crime, then the 
suicide must have been sane. So all persons who 
denounce the suicide as a criminal admit that he 
was sane. Under the law, an insane person is in- 
capable of committing a crime. All the clergymen 
who have answered me, and who have passionately 
asserted that suicide is a crime, have by that asser- 
tion admitted that those who killed themselves 
were sane. p 

They agree with me, and not only admit but as- 
sert that “some who have committed suicide were 
sane and in the full possession of their minds.” 

It seems to me that these three propositions 
have been demonstrated to be true: First, that un- 
der some circumstances 8 man has the right to take 
his life; second, that the man who commits suicide 
is not a physical coward, and, third, that some who 
have committed suicide were at the time sane and 
in full possession of their minds. 

Fourth. I insisted, and still insist, that sujcide 
was and is the foundation of the Christian religion. 

I still insist that if Christ were God he had the 
power to protect himself without injuring his as- 
sailants—that having that power it was his duty 
to use it, and that failing to use it he consented 
to his own death and was guilty of suicide. 

To this the clergy answer that it was self-sacrifice 
for the redemption of man, that he made an atone- 
ment for the sins of believers. These ideas about 
redemption and atonement are born of a belief in 
the “fall of man,” on account of the sins of our 
“first parents,” and of the declaration that “ with- 
out the shedding of blood there is no remission of 
sin.” The foundation has crumbled. No intelli- 
gent person now believes in the “fall of man "— 


{that our first parents were perfect, and that their 


| fact on which to rest. 
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descendants grew worse and worse, at least until 
the coming of Christ. l 
Intelligent men now believe that the general 
course of the human race has been upward—that 
while some tribes and nations have gone backward 


‘and perished, others have advanced; that the 


world is nearer civilized to-day than ever before. 

Intelligent men now believe that ages and ages 
before the dawn of history man was a poor, naked, 
cruel, ignorant, and degraded savage, whose lan- 
guage consisted of a few sounds of terror, of 
hatred and delight; that he devoured his fellow- 
man, having all the vices, but not all the virtues of 
the beasts; that the journey from the den to the 
home, the palace, has been long and painful, 
through many centuries of suffering, of cruelty and 
war; through many ages of discovery, invention, 
self-sacrifice, and thought. 

Redemption and atonement dre left without a 
The idea that an infinite 
God, creator of all worlds, came to this grain of 
sand, learned the trade of a carpenter, discussed 
with Pharisees and scribes, and allowed a few in- 
furiated Hebrews to put. him to death that he 
might atone for the sins of men and redeem a few 
believers from the.consequences of his own wrath, 
can find no lodgment in a good and natural brain. 

In no mythology can anything more monstrously 
unbelievable be found. 

But if Christ were a man and attacked the relig- 
ion of his time because it was cruel and absurd, if 
he endeavored to found a religion of kindness, of 
good deeds to take the place of heartlessness and 
ceremony, and if, rather than to deny what he be- 
lieved to be right and true, he suffered death, then 
he was a noble man, a benefactor of his race. But 
if he were God there was no need of this. The 
Jews did not wish to kill God. If he had only 
made himself known all knees would have touched 
the ground. If he were God it required no heroism 
to die. He knew that what we call death is but 
the opening of the gates of eternal life. If he 
were God there was no self-sacrifice. He had no 
need to suffer pain. He could hav changed the 
crucifixion to a joy. 

Even the editors of religious weeklies see that 
there is no escape from these conclusions—from 
these arguments; and so instead of attacking the 
arguments they attack the man who makes them. 

. Fifth. I denounced the law of New York that 
makes an attempt to commit suicide a crime. 

It seems to me that one who has,suffered so 
much that he passionately longs for death should 
be pitied instead of punished, helped rather than 
imprisoned. 

.À despairing woman who had vainly sought for 
leave to-toil, a woman without home, without friends, 
without bread, with clasped hands, with tear-filled 
eyes, with broken words of prayer, in the darkness 
of night, leaps from the dock, hoping, longing for 
the tearless sleep of death. She is rescued by a 
kind, courageous man, handed over to the authori- 
ties, indicted, tried, convicted, clothed in a convict’s 


‘garb, and locked in a felon’s cell. 


To me this law seems barbarous and absurd, a 
law that only savages would enforce. 

Sixth. In this discussion a curious thing has 
happened. For several centuries the clergy have 
declared that while Infidelity is a very good thing 
to live by, it is a bad support, a wretched consola- 
tion, in the hour of death. They have, in spite of 
the truth, declared that all the great unbelievers 
died .trembling with fear, asking God for mercy, 
surrounded by fiends, in the torments of despair. 
Think of the thousands and thousands of clergy- 
men who have described the last agonies of Voltaire, 
who died as peacefully as a happy child smilingly 
passes from play to slumber; the final anguish of 
Hume, who fell into his last sleep as serenely as a 
river, running between green and shaded banks, 
reaches the sea; the despair of Thomas Paine, one 
of the bravest, one of the noblest men who met the 
night of death as untroubled as a star that meets 
the morning. 

At the same time these ministers admitted that 
the average murderer could meet death on the scaf- 
fold with perfect serenity, and could smilingly ask 
the people who had gathered to see him killed to 
meet him in heaven. 

But the honest man who had expressed his hon- 
est thoughts against the creed of the church in 
power could not die in peace. God would see to it 
that his last moments should be filled with the in- 
sanity of fear—that with his last breath he should 
utter the shriek of remorse, the ery for pardon. 

This has all changed, and now the clergy, in 
their sermons answering me, declare that’ the 
Atheists, the Freethinkers, have no fear of death— 
that to avoid some little annoyance, a passing incon- 
venience, they gladly and cheerfully put out the 
light of life. It is now said that Infidels believe 
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that death is the end—that it is a dreamless sleep 
—that it is without pain—that therefore they have 
no fear, care nothing for Gods, or heavens or hells, 
nothing for the threats of the pulpit, nothing for 
the day of judgment, and that when life becomes a 
burden they carelessly throw it down. 

The Infidels are so afraid of death that they com- 
mit suicide. 

. This certainly is a great change, and I congratu- 
late myself on having forced the clergy to contra- 
dict themselves. 

Seventh. The clergy take the position that the 
Atheist, the unbeliver, has no standard of morality 
—that he can have no real conception of right and 
wrong. They are of the opinion that it is impossi- 
ble for one to be moral or good unless he believes 
in some being far above himself. 

In this connection we might ask how God can be 
moral or good unless he believes in some being 
superior to himself. ; 

"What is morality? It is. the best thing to do 
under the circumstances. What is the best thing 
to do under the circumstances? That which will 
increase the sum of human happiness—or lessen it 
the least. Happiness in its highest, noblest form, 
is the only good; that which increases or preserves 
or creates happiness is moral—that which decreases 
it, or puts it in peril, is immoral. 

It is not hard for an Atheist—for an unbeliever 
—to keep his hands out of the fire. 
that burning his hands will not increase his well- 
being, and he is moral enough to keep them out of 
the flames. 

So it may be said that each man acts according 
to his intelligence—-so far as what he considers his 
own good is concerned. Sometimes he is swayed 
by passion, by prejudice, by ignorance—but when 
he is really intelligent, master of himself, he does 
what he believes is best for him. If he is intelli- 
gent enough he knows that what is really good for 
him is good for others—for all the world. 

It is impossible for me to see why any belief in 
the supernatural is necessary to have a keen per- 
ception of right and wrong. Every man who has 
the capacity to suffer and enjoy, and has imagina- 
tion enough to give the same capacity to others, 
has within himself the natural basis of all morality. 
The idea of morality was born here, in this world, 
of the experience, the intelligence of mankind. 
Morality is not of supernatural origin. It did not 
fall from the clouds, and it needs no belief in the 
supernatural, no supernatural promises or threats, 
no supernatural heavens or hells, to give it force and 
life. Subjects who are governed by the threats 
and promises of a king are merely slaves. They 
are not governed by the ideal, by noble views of 
right and wrong. They are obedient cowards, con- 
trolled by fear, or beggars governed by reward—by 
alma. 

Right and wrong exist in the nature of things. 
Murder was just as criminal before as after the 
promulgation of the Ten Commandments. 

Eighth. Many of the clergy, some editors, and 
some writers of letters who have answered me have 
said that suicide is the worst of crimes —that a man 
had better murder somebody else than himself. 
One elergyman gives a8 & reason for this statement 
that the suicide dies in an act of sin, and therefore 
he had better kill another person. Probably he 
would commit a less crime if he would murder his 
wife or mother. i 

Ido not see that it is any worse to die than to 
live in sin. To say that it is not as wicked to mur- 
der another as yourself seems absurd. The man 
about to kill himself wishes to die. Why is it bet- 
ter for him to kill another man who wishes to live? 

To my mind it seems clear that you had better 
injure yourself than another. Better be a spend- 
. thrift than a thief. Better throw away your own 
money than steal the money of another—better kill 
yourself if you wish to die than murder one whose 
life is full of joy. 

The clergy tell us that God is everywhere, and 
that it is one of the greatest possible crimes to rush 
into his presence. It is wonderful how much they 
know about God and how little about their fellow- 
men. Wonderful the amount of their information 
about other worlds and how limited their knowledge 
is of this. 

There may or may not be an infinite being. I 
neither affirm nor deny. Iam honest enough to 
say that Ido not know. I am candid enough to 
admit that the question is beyond the limitations of 
my mind. Yet I think I know as much on that 
subject as any human being knows or ever knew, 
and that is—nothing. I do not say that there is 
not another world, another life; neither do I say 
that there is. I say that Ido not know. It seems 
to me that every sane and honest man must say the 
same. But if there be an infinitely good God and 
another world, then the infinitely good God will be 


He knows. 


vice of friends or enemies. 


just as good to us in that world as he isin this. If 
this infinitely good God loves his children in this 
world, he will love them in another. If he loves a 
man when he is alive, he will not hate him the in- 
stant he is dead, . 

lf we are the children of an infinitely wise and 
powerful God, he knew exactly what we would do— 
the temptations that we could and could not with- 
stand—knew exactly the effect that everything 
would. have upon us, knew under what circum- 
stances we would take our lives, and produced such 
circumstances himself. It is perfectly apparent 
that there are many people incapable by nature of 
bearing the burdens of life, incapable of preserving 
their mental poise in stress and strain of disaster, 
disease, and loss, and who by failure, by misfortune 
and want, are driven to despair and insanity, in 
whose darkened minds there comes, like a flash of 
lightning in the night, the thought of death, a 
thought so strong, so vivid, that all fear is lost, all 
ties broken, all duties, all obligations, all hopes for- 
gotten, and naught remains except a fierce and wild 
desire to die. Thousands and thousands become 
moody, melancholy, brood upon loss of money, of 
position, of friends, until reason abdicates and 
frenzy takes possession of the soul. If there be an 


infinitely wise and powerful God, all this was known | 


to him from the beginning, and he so created things, 
established relations, put in operation causes and 
effects, that all that has happened was the necessary 
result of his own acts. 

Ninth. Nearly all who have tried to answer what 
I said have been exceedingly careful to misquote 
me, and then answer something that I never uttered. 
They have declared that I have advised people who 
were in trouble, somewhat annoyed, to kill them- 
selves; that I have told men who had lost their 
money, who had failed in business, who were not in 
good health, to kill themselves at once, without 
taking into consideration any duty that they owed 
to wives, children, friends, or society. : 

No man has a right to leave his wife to fight the 
battle alone if he is able to help. No man has a 
right to desert his children if he can possibly be of 
use. As long as he can add to the comfort of those 
he loves, as long as he can stand between wife and 
misery, between child and want, as long as he can 
be of use, it is his duty to remain. 

I believe in the cheerful view, in looking at ‘the 
sunny side of things, in bearing with fortitude the 
evils of life, in struggling against adversity, in find- 
ing the fuel of laughter even in disaster, in having 
confidence in to-morrow, in finding the pearl of 
joy amid the flints and shards, and in changing by 
the alchemy of patience even evil things to good. 
I believe in the gospel of cheerfulness, of courage 
and good nature. 

Of the future I have no fear. My fate is the 
fate of the world—of all that live. My anxieties 
are about this life, this world. About the phan- 
toms called gods and their impossible hells, I have 
no care, no fear. 

The existence of God I neither affirm nor deny. 
I wait. The immortality of the soul I neither 
affirm nor deny. I hope—hope for all of the chil- 
dren of men. I have never denied the existence 
of another world, nor the immortality of the soul. 
For many years I have said that the idea of im- 
mortality, that like a sea has ebbed and flowed in 
the human heart, with its countless waves of hope 
and fear beating against the shores and rocks of 
time and fate, was not born of any book, nor of 
any creed, nor of any religion. It was born of hu- 
man affection, and it will continue to ebb and flow 
beneath the mists and clouds of doubt and dark- 
ness as long as love kisses the lips of death. 

What I deny is the immortality of pain, the eter- 
nity of torture. 

After all, the instinct of self-preservation is 

strong. People do not kill themselves on the ad- 
All wish to be happy, 
to enjoy life; all wish for food and roof ahd rai- 
ment, for friends, and as long as life gives joy the 
idea of self-destruction never enters the human 
mind. 
The oppressors, the tyrants, those who trample 
on the rights of others, the robbers of the poor, 
those who put wages below the living point, the 
ministers who make people insane by preaching the 
dogma of eternal pain; these are the men who 
drive the weak, the suffering, and the helpless down 
to death. 

It will not do to say that “God” has appointed 
a time for each to die. Of this there is, and there 
can be, no evidence. There is no evidence that any 
god takes any interest in the affairs of men—that 
any sides with the right or helps the weak, protects 
the innocent or rescues the oppressed. Even the 
clergy admit that their God, through all ages, has 
allowed his friends, his worshipers, to be imprisoned, 
tortured, and murdered by his enemies. Such is 


the protection of God. Billions of prayers have 
been uttered; has one been answered? Who sends 
plague, pestilence, and famine? Who bids the 
earthquake devour and the volcano to overwhelm ? 

Tenth. Again, I say that it is wonderful to me 
that so many men, so many women, endure and 
carry their burdens to the natural end; that so 
many, in spite of “age, ache, and penury,” guard 
with trembling hands the spark of life; that pris- 
oners for life toil and suffer to the last; that the 
helpless wretches in poor-houses and asylums cling 
to life; that the exiles in Siberia, loaded with 
chains, scarred with the knout, live on; that the 
incurables, whose every breath is a pang, and for 
whom the future has only pain, should fear the 
merciful touch and clasp of death. 

It is but a few steps at most from the cradle to 
the grave; a short journey. The suicide hastens, 
shortens the path, loses the afternoon, the twilight, 
the dusk of life’s day; loses what he does not want, 
what he cannot bear. In the tempest of despair, 
in the blind fury of madness or in the calm of 
thought and choice, the beleaguered soul finds the 
serenity of death. 

Let us leave the dead where nature leaves them. 
We know nothing of any realm that lies beyond 
the horizon of the known, beyond the end of life. 
Let us be honest with ourselves and others. Let 
us pity the suffering, the despairing, the men and 
women hunted and pursued by grief and shame, by 
misery and want, by chance and fate, until their 
only friend is death. R. G. Inazrsoun. 


The Observer Afloat. 

As my last week's account of a sea voyage on the 
schooner Summers of Noank, Conn., did not cover 
all the points of the excursion, I will now resume 
at or near the latitude where I interrupted myself. 
I neglected, however, to mention in the proper 
place that the government station at Sandy Hook, 
near the mouth of the outer New York harbor, 
has a foghorn that the administration ought to be 
ashamed of. To my agricultural ear it sounded so 
like the roaring of a bull pawing sand that I hinted 
to Captain Latham the prudence of keeping a little 
further out at sea. Perhaps he was right in stating 
that the bellowing was artificially produced, but I 
don’t believe there is a farrow cow within ten miles 
of Sandy Hook. 

But to resume, as agreed. The crew of the fishing 
smack are well fed. At 5 a.m. they hav coffee and 
cakes; at 8 a substantial breakfast; at 1 ».w. a still 
more substantial dinner, and at 5 or 6 an elaborate 
supper. Meals are served in the forecastle, the con- 
verging sides of which are occupied by bunks, the 
middle by the table, and the after part by the cook’s 
utensils and supplies. We had steaks, roasts, fowl, 
fish, all sorts of vegetables that are worth eating, 
fruits, hot biscuits, pies, puddings, and duff. For 
drink, lemonade was the standby, but coffee, iced 
tea, and fresh water were available. Nearly all the | 
crew use tobacco both ways, but no grog. Itisa 
dry ship, for Captain Latham is a total abstainer ; 
and he knows the weed only by its smell. 

While waiting for wind or tide the men on the 
Summers hav plenty of leisure, which those who 
care to read can spend in the capacious cabin, where 
there is quite a library. It is, in fact, the ship's 
reading room. The captain never goes to sea with- 
out 'Tme Teura Szexzr aboard, and he also has a 
collection of books published at the same office. 
He has astateroom about six feet wide and contain- 
ing two bunks, one of which is wide enough for a 
bridal berth. Ioccupiedthelatter. After reading, 
the next diversion of the seafarer is “yarning,” at 


‘which he is almost as skillful as a member of the 


Grand Army of the Republic; and Linfer that fresh- 
ness or originality iu the narrativ is no more requisit 
to secure the cordial attention and appreciation of 
his auditors than in the case of the soldier. If you 
interrupt the narrator with a thought suggested by 
his yarn, he at once accepts the amendment, and 
when he tells you the story again, which he is quite 
likely to do, you will find that he has not failed 
to utilize the ideas you had previously given him. 
A few years ago I spent six weeksin the woods with 
an uncle who had had many adventures on land and 
sea, in peace and war, and who was an able story- 
teller. Before I left him he knew all-the incidents 
that I was able to relate, and had given them back 
to me as auxiliaries or riders to the accounts of his 
own experiences. I was a trifle hurt at first, but 
hav since reflected that the oral romancer must be 
accorded the same latitude as the writer of fiction. 
It is entertaining to me to see one of these yarners 
listening with deep interest while another repeats 
for the fortieth time a story with which he is per- 
fectly familiar, and the termination of which he 
awaits philosophically, first, that he may supply any 
omission of the narrator, and secondly that he may 
himself turn orator and giv the other the forty-first 
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edition of an equally familiar tale. Probably 
neither expects that his recital will be regarded as 
a statement of fact, but you will nevertheless incur 
his enmity and contempt if you cast doubt upon its 
truthfulness. He hasn’t called you a liar, has he? 
No. 
veracity? Captain Latham is no yarner. 
are the chroniclers of his achievements. 


life-savers. 


of their distress. 


The captain and crew of the Summers find a 
source of amusement in the attempts of other fisher- 


When we 


men to catch porgies with a seine. 


reached Five Fathom Bank we found there present 


a rival outfit with a big schooner. numerous boats, 
a swearing crew and a net. 
porgy for a week, and upon our arrival they took 
their apparatus aboard and set sail for New York. 
Before they were out of range of a marine glass, 
Captain Latham had set his net and made a haul of 
about eight or ten tons of porgies. It was then 
that the crew openly exonerated the observer from 
the suspicion of being a Jonah and he was created 
mascot by consent; for it was the biggest haul 
they had ever made, and the fish were of unusual 
size and magnificence. 

Seining for porgies is a process which few landsmen 
hav opportunity to inspect, and perhaps a descrip- 
tion of it would be useful. The sailorman Gus, 
whom I hav previously mentioned, holds the posi- 
tion of shot-heaver aboard the Summers. His func- 
tion is to grind the menhaden into “stosh,” which 
he shovels into a tub; the tub he places in the stern 
of a dory, and then rows a short distance from the 
vessel, and by throwing the “stosh” overboard, a 
handful at a time, gathers the fish about him. 
Meanwhile the captain and crew hav placed the 
seine, eight hundred feet long and one hundred feet 
deep, in two large skiffs, which are lashed together 
and rowed to where the fish are. When the word 
is given to let go, the skiffs suddenly separate and, 
powerfully propelled by sweeps. each describes a 
half circle with the shot-heaver’s dory for a common 
center, the net being paid out over their inner rails. 
The top line of the net is floated by corks. The 
bottom is weighted after the fashion of the gowns 
which female converts wear at a baptizing. It also 
has a purse-line or puckering string at the same 
place, and when the skiffs hav completed the circle, 
this purse-line is hauled in and the net becomes a 
pocket. Both ends of the purse-line being passed 
through pulleys hung to a davit in the larger skiff, 

. the crew begin to heave on it to raise the fish. 
The terms by which the men direct one another 
during this heaving process are as varied as the lan- 
guage of a colored person shooting craps. A Scan- 
dinavian named Peter, but called Ikey to distinguish 
him from the other Peters, had a fine assortment of 
these terms. While taking in the last few fathoms 
of the line he gave these directions. I jotted them 
down on the fly-leaf of Thoreau’s * Walden," which 
I was reading: 


Take in Now 

Once more Bowse it up 

All together Heave then 
And again Bring it aboard 


Pull in the line 

Got to hav it Let her come 

Haul in That’s good 

I hav not here reproduced the complete vocabu- 

lary, which if written in full would be as long as 
the list of prepositions, for Ikey’s versatility, con- 
sidering that he is a foreigner, is altogether remark- 
able. Having taken in and stowed all of the seine 
except a bight to hold the catch of fish, the con- 
tents are scooped, flopping and spattering, into a 
dory; or, if there are no sharks in it, nor bluefish, 
which are about as destructiv in proportion to their 
size, the net is towed directly to the vessel and the 
fish landed on deck at the first handling. Then, 
almost before the last kick is out of them, they are 
lowered into the hold and packed in compartments 
called ice houses. 


Tighten the rope 


I was not asked to go out in the boats and help | 


set the seine, although I took no pains to conceal 
that I could pull an oar. The captain said he 
thought I could do the most good by staying 
aboard the vessel and praying. As he regards 
prayer as a useless agitation of the atmosphere, it 
is easy to see what value he placed upon my ser- 
vices. But I was not altogether idle. Kit, the 
cook, thinking that I must necessarily want to 
catch a fish, kindly baited a big hook, dropped it 


Well then, why should you question hia 
His crew 
He did, 
however, allude casually to the fact that last winter 
the Summers put out boats to rescue from the rig- 
ging the crew of a ship that had sunk almost to her 
maintop in a storm off Cape Hatteras, while the 
men at the government life-saving station looked 
on afraid to venture out until the fishermen set them 
an example they were ashamed not to follow. But 
the captain repeats this only as a sarcasm on official 
He would hav landed the wrecked crew 
on his own deck twelve hours before if he had known 


They hadn’t got a 


over the rail, and confided the line to my care. 
“Just hold it there, sah,” said my colored friend. 
“Something take it directly, sah.” Then he 
trimmed his stovepipe and disappeared below, 
while I entered upon the sport with an enthusiasm 
that nothing interfered with except the negligence 
of the fish in the matter of biting. I could see 
them skylarking around the bait, and making such 
plunges as a man sometimes executes with his head 
when overcome by mirth and obliged to snicker. 
The sport shortly became unfestiv. I imagined 
that all the men in all the boats angling on the 
Bank were watching me—that perhaps the cook 
down below had played a joke on me and was now 
grinning over it. To shorten the agony I began 
pulling in the line. Something resisted, so that I 
was filled with hope; but all I saw, asthe line came 
aboard, was a great flopping thing, brown on one 
side and white on the other, and wide enough to 
cover a barrel, dangling from the hook. I dropped 
him on deck, white side up, and beheld the woeful- 
est and solemnest countenance I had ever seen out 
of a Christian pulpit. I made haste to get one foot 
on his brow and the other on his tail, and he wept 
and gasped while I got red in the face trying to ex- 
tricate the hook from his jaws. By the time I had 
succeeded in severing our connection I was totally 
disgusted with his society, and I expect he was with 
mine. I therefore picked him up on a shovel and 
hurled him violently back into the sea. The cook 
said it was a “skate,” but when he went over the 
side he looked more like a kite. 

We lay at anchor for two days, turning with the 
tide and rocking on the swell that goes over Five 
Fathom Bank. The major part of the time I sat 
upon a kind of thwart that runs along under the 
mainsheet traveler at the stern of the ship. I grew 
to like the windward portions of the deck best, for 
though no vessel was ever scrubbed oftener than 
the Summers, the fragrance of fish pervaded us. 
The cabin, especially while we were anchored, was 
occupied by a piscine smell of strong and athletic 
mold. Every fish in a natural state is coated with 
a substance that makes him slippery. While he 
reposes in the ice this dissolves and seeps through 
the deck of the hold into the bilge; and every time 
the ship lifts or dips her prow, so much of that ac- 
cumulation as is not reached by the pumps goes 
charging backward or forward, leaving its odor of 
sanctity by the way. I could not make it out at 
first, and for some time looked with suspicion upon 
an innocent cuspidore by the stove and some sail- 
ors’ socks hung on a line in the cabin. I likewise 
accused myself of smothering a nest of rats in my 
pillow or mattress. Once I asked the captain if the 
plumbing of his craft was in good order, but he 
only pointed over the bow and told me to go and 
inspect it. All my theories were inadequate; for 
incense like this arises only from the bilge-water of 
a fishing smack. If it were on the outside of the 
ship it would impede navigation, I think, owing to 
its thickness. 

We got under weigh one evening just before 
supper, with some sixteen tons of fish on board 
and thirty-six hours to reach New York and catch 
the Wednesday’s market, but the wind was dead 
ahead and our progress slow, while a heavy sea 
hove up out of the east. As a consequence we had 
more motion than speed; and all that night and 
the next day the sails and rigging flapped and 
thrashed about with the noise of musketry. It was 
pleasant enough, though, and the scene, while not 
startlingly varied, had its attractions nevertheless. 
The waves chased one another away, like little hills 
running arace. There was no land in sight and 
only once in awhile a sail. Set a splinter afloat in 
a tub—then rock the tub and imagin yourself 
aboard the splinter, and you will get a notion of 
our relations to the waters around us. Brother 
Byron was perhaps on a ship’s deck, with the path- 
less sea ahead and the trackless sea behind, when 
it occurred to him to apostrophize the ocean as fol- 
lows: 

Roll on, thou deep and dark blue Ocean—roll ! 

Ten thousand fleets sweep over thee in vain ; 

Man marks the earth with ruin—his control 

Stops with the shore ; upon the watery plain 

The wrecks are all thy deed, nor doth remain  / 

A shadow of man’s ravage, save his own, 

When, for a moment, like a drop of rain, 

He sinks into thy depths with bubbling groan, 
Without a grave, unknelled, uncoffined, and unknown. 
To sink into the depths in the manner indicated 

is the send-off that most sailors look forward to 
with more or less indifference. I made shift to giv 
our captain an abstract of Byron’s remarks, and 
probably if he had been familiar with that author 
the old salt would hav replied in this strain: 

And I hav loved thee, Ocean ! and my joy 

Of youthful sports was on thy bresst to be 

Borne, like thy bubbles, onward ; from a boy 


I wantoned with thy breakers—they to me 
Were & delight: and if the freshening sea 


Made them a terror, ‘twas a pleasing fear, 
For I was as it were a child of thee, 
And trusted to thy billows far and near, 

And laid my hand upon thy mane—as I do here. 


As all that I could recall of “Childe Harold's Pil- 
grimage," in which the foregoing verses occur, was 
the stanza about the ungodly youth who ne in vir- 
tue’s ways did take delight; and as the captain had 
neglected to memorize the lines of his part, there 
was no flow of poetry. He sat on the house darn- 
ing his net where & shark had gnawed it, softly 
eussing his squaloid enemy meanwhile; forward, 
the cook trimmed his stovepipe and hung out his 
wash on the foreboom; from the forecastle came 
the sound of a Scandinavian sailor played upon by 
& mouth-organ; amidships the Portuguese hand sat 
on the break of the deck, smoking and mending 
his clothes; the man at the. wheel kicked the spokes 
idly with his stockinged feet as hecast his eye from 
binnacle to leech and spat expertly over the lee 
rail; in the seclusion of the cabin below the first 
mate thumbed a marriage guide, anon turning his. 
thoughts selfward to detect the presence of symp- 
toms described. 

Night falls! we hear the loud jib boom; the sea- 
man takes his evening bight; then shrouded in the 
mist and gloom, amidst the shrouds he sets his 
light; and throwing overboard the match, of ocean 
song he trolls a snatch: of whip and sling he lays 
the slatch, in flemish coil upon the hatch; and when 
his evening swear is said, he winds with care his 
larboard watch, and seeks his little trunnel bed. 

Night falls! the cook, whom thoughts of wrecks, 
and shifting winds distress and vex, like ebon ghost 
still haunts the decks, dank as they are with chill 
and dew, in dreams to trim his chimney-flue. 

Night falls! "tis quiet save the moan, and deep 
complaint and muffled tone, of one poor victim left 
alone, arising forward low and sad: it is that wild 
harmonicon, which plays the Scandinavian lad. 

Night falls! and having wrapped the earth, she 
spreads her mantle out to sea, and curtains now the 
bridal berth that vibrates with the hum of me. - 

When night got up again and gave day a chance 
to assert itself, we were somewhere off Seabright, 
with a fair but feeble wind. Then a tugboat, for 
and in consideration of $15, to the captain thereof 
in hand paid, gave us a line and towed us into port. 
The voyage was ended and my dolce far niente, as 
it is proper to call a period of pleasant idleness, 
was disturbed. I never, in a week’s time, grew so 
attached to place and people as I had become to 
the Gertrude Summers and her population, and, 
having lingered aboard as long as there was any 
excuse for doing so, I went ashore with some of 
the disconsolate feelings of a marooned mariner. 

Gro. E. MACDONALD. 
—— bet 


A Protest. 


In the interest of Freethought organizations and 
future work I must protest against the absurd 
resolution of the Kansas State Freethinkers’ Asso- 
eiation* calling for the abdieation of President 
Cleveland. The wording of the resolution is 
simply childish and frivolous. As a piece of rheto- 
ric it is worthy only of a schoolboy’s composition. 
It is beneath the dignity of a Freethought conven- 
tion to indulge in such “hysterics.”" The idea of 
Freethinkers using the phrase, “we, the under. 
signed, do humbly beg, pray, and entreat.” It 
makes me sick at heart to read such folly. Was 
there not one sound Freethinker in that convention 
to oppose such arrant nonsense? It is a shame 
that Freethought should be so misrepresented and 
become the laughing stock of the whole country. 
Think of it, that a Freethinkers’ convention, in view 
of the important matters at issue, should maks 
itself known to the country by foolishly asking Mr. 
Cleveland to “take off" his “crown,” to ‘ vacate” 
his “ throne,” to “lay down ” his “scepter,” and to 
“take” himself “away from human eyes forever." 
This is orthodoxy from the word go. There is no 
Liberalism and no Freethought in it, and common 
sense is indeed “conspicuous by its absence.” I 
could imagin a Christian convention doing some- 
thing of this sort, but a Freethought convention, 


* According to the Chicago Times, the following 
message was sent to Grover Oleveland by the Kansas 
Freethinkers at their late convention: ‘‘ We, citizens of 
Kansas and citizens of the United States, do hereby 
beg the privilege of presenting this earnest wish to your 
excellency Grover Cleveland, president of these United 
States: Inasmuch as there has been granted to every 
citizen of the United States the constitutional rights of 
‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;' and, inas- 
much as there has been granted by nature’s laws the 
divine right of being well born; and, inasmuch as we see 
the rich armed against the poor, and the poor driven to 
selling their bodies and souls and man selling his man- 
hood and woman her virtue for food and raiment, there- 
fore we, the undersigned, do humbly beg, pray, and 
entreat, nay demand, that you take off your crown, 
vacate your throne, lay down your scepter, and take 
yourself away from the sight of human eyes forever." 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 22, 1894. 


601 


never. It is bigotry pure and simple. In this case 
I do most woefully say, “Save me from my friends.” 
This resolution will do more to injure our cause 
than anything the Christian churches can declare. 
For my part, I absolutely repudiate it as in any 
manner representing the true purpose of Free- 
thought, and Iam sure that both the national or- 
ganizations will repudiate it as entirely contrary to 
their methods as expressed over and over again. 
However, I speak simply as an individual; but I 
believe I speak the sentiments of the best and most 
earnest supporters of Freethought throughout the 
country. 

If the Kansas convention had denounced Cleve- 
land for an official act which in itself was a violation 
of the Demands of Liberalism, it would hav been 
eminently proper, but to denounce him merely be- 
cause he is the president of the United States, and 
ask him to “hide himself away from human eyes 
forever,” is squarely contrary to all the principles 
of Freethought. 

There are in our ranks and working with us, 
Freethinking Republicans, Freethinking Democrats, 
Freethinking Populists, and is a Freethought or- 
ganization to insult the honest convictions of any 
of these men? I say, no, and a thousand times no. 
We are not to deal with partisan politics. Free- 
thought organization has its special work. It deals 
with fundamental politics, with state secularization 
—and to this it confines itself, and this is its glory 
and its permanency—that it does deal with univer- 
sal and all important principles, that it does that 
which no other organization can do; and it is only 
by attending to its legitimate business that Free- 
thought can become a vast and splendid influence 
in this republic. Iam pained beyond measure at 
these sad mistakes which are the result of wild and 
blind enthusiasm, and create discord and weakness 
in our ranks, and diminish incalculably our influ- 
ence among the masses of the people. If one is 
interested in tariff or free trade, or silver, or single 
tax, there are plenty of organizations through 
which he can labor for these things. Why drag the 
Freethought organization out of its sphere to do 
that which other organizations can do better? If one 
is a Populist, let him work with the Populist party 
a8 a Populist, and work with the Freethought or- 
ganization as a Freethinker, in conjunction with 
others of a different political faith as regards eco- 
nomic questions. 

Freethinkers are deeply interested in all the 
great questions of the day—questions of industry, 
of education, of government, of reform; but they 
hav different opinions about these things. Free- 
thinkers hav different opinions about Cleveland, 
about Harrison, about Henry George, about Bel- 
lamy, about Herbert Spencer, even about Skakspere. 
But a Freethought organization might just as well 
take sides in the Shakspere-Bacon controversy as 
in the silver and gold controversy, or free trade and 
tariff controversy. The Freethought organization 
has other work to do; and it must let these ques- 
tions alone. 

All Freethinkers are thoroughly agreed upon the 
Demands of Liberalism. These are the axioms of 
. politics imbedded in the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, and the Constitution of our country. It is 
for these principles—these transcendent principles 
of American politics—that we stand, and for noth 
ing else. We can stand for nothing else as a Free. 
thought organization. These are the greatest prin- 
ciples, they are fundamental, and in their triumph 
is the triumph of a pure democracy and a true re- 
public. 

This is our work, and there can be nothing 
grander, more vast, or more beneficial. Let us keep 
our organizations to this one great domain. Here 
we shall keep our forces united. On this line we 
shall win the victory. 

I want the Freethinkers of the country to under- 
stand distinctly the reason of my opposition to this 
unfortunate resolution of the Kansas Convention; 
why we cannot stand by it, that we must discard 
it. It takes us from fundamental principles to the 
- bogs and quagmires of partisan politics ; not only 
because it deals with an individual in a very foolish 
and ridiculous way, but because the matter of the 
resolution itself is beyond the province of the De- 
mands of Liberalism. My contention is this, that 
the Freethought organization has a special purpose, 
namely, the total separation of church and state, 
and it should confine itself to this purpose. To go 
outside of this purpose is to weaken its organiza- 
tion and dissipate its forces. In fact, the Free- 
thought organization will cease to be the moment 
it takes up outside issues. It will then be sub- 
merged in these outside issues. It will lose its 
reason for being. It will hav no speciality, no real 
individuality. It is by concentration—devotion to 
one great, supreme, universal principle—that Free- 
thought organization will succeed. This is my line 


of work and I shall accept no other. 
lieve that the Freethinkers of Kansas will indorse 
a resolution so contrary both to ideal and practical 
Freethought. The spirit of the resolution is or- 
thodox ; its rhetoric is sophomorical, and its policy 
disastrous. Sauvzn P. Pornam. 


News and Notes. 


Leon Lewis gave an excellent lecture on * Bruno” 
before the Chicago Secular Union on Sunday even- 
ing, September 9th. It-was a stormy evening, and 
only a few were present. Mr. Lewis has evidently 
given great care to this subject, and consulted 
original historical authorities, and he has given a 
quite accurate picture of this “First Martyr. of 
Science,” who has exercised such a profound influ- 
ence upon Freethought in many directions, and 
who stands at the beginning of the new era of man. 
I hope this lecture will find a larger audience in the 
future. 

The Sunday evening meetings of the Union will 
be maintained until the Congress in October. 
There are many difficulties connected with this 
work, but it will not be given up. If any Liberals 
are in the city from abroad, I hope they will make 
it a point to attend. The place of meeting is at 181 
West Madison street, corner of Halstead street, third 
floor. It is important that we thus create an inter- 
est for future work. 

Ishall lecture next Sunday evening on “ Evolu- 
tion and Creation.” Mrs. Freeman will lecture on 
September 23d on “Science and Superstition.” On 
the first Sunday in October there will bea Trumbull 
Memorial meeting, at which, addresses will be made 
by Clarence S. Darrow, S. P. Putnam, Mrs. Free 
man, and others. General Trumbull was al- 
ways in the front rank of Freethinkers; and it is 
eminently fitting that his services should be thus 
remembered by his many comrades. His life was 
of héroic mold. 

Notwithstanding the hard times, it is evident by 
the responses to our circulars and documents that 
we shall hava large attendance at the Congress. Al- 
though we are in the pioneer ranks, there are many 
upon whom we can always depend for support, no 
matter what may be the outlook. I like to hav the 
voices of Liberals themselvs to show how earnestly 
they are enlisted in the movement, and are ready to 
help. 

duis H. Greenhill writes: 

Of course I will be on hand in October, and will be glad 


to see you all, and will do what I can to make the Con- 
gress & success. 


F. D. Rexford BAyB; 


Ihope to attend the Congress. Was kept away last 
year by sickness. I shall be in Chicago, if possible, as I 
hav not been able to attend a Congress yet. 


John A. Calder, of Tennessee, givs this word: 


I want certainly to be with you at the Congress. I 
send my mite, and wil try to make it more before you 
meet. I hope you will hav a good time. 

; Yonrs fraternally. 


Our old comrade, O. Child, of Moline, Ill, truly 
BAyB: 

The great need, it seems to me. is organization. Super- 
stition has her organizations. Every age and condition 


are gathered under the banners of the church. I hope 
to meet a few of the faithful at the Congress. 


This word comes from Michigan: 


I will do all Ican in making the Congress as it ought 
to be—a grand success. I hope to meet youand many 
others at Chicago. Iam yours fraternally, 

P. B. REASONER. 

And old Vermont is not behind: 


BnorueR PurNAM: I send you $5. I am too old to 
come, 88 years and 8 months. But you hav my best 
wishes. Joun D. Powers. 


And Massachusetts joins in: 


Iinelose $2. I cannot come; am 83 the 9th of October 
next. I am convinced that you are bound to succeed. 
Yours always, Joun Winn. 


And California kindly remarks : 


Ido not doubt you need money for your Congress, 
and Linclose $10, with best wishes, and kind regards to 
my Liberal friends of Chicago. Yours truly, 

$ Mrs. P. Van HoETER. 


And Utah givs good cheer: 

Although it would be one of the greatest pleasures of a 
lifetime to attend the coming Liberal Congress at Chi- 
cago, it will be impossible for us to do so. You will 
however find inclosed $1, which is our contribution. 

Yours truly, Geo. and JOHANNA LARSON. 


And Pennsylvania: 


Please find inclosed $1 for the Congress. Sorry I can’t 
be with you, but am confident you will do much good. 
' Yours, Joseau RHopy. 
And Iowa: 


Tnelosed find $1 to help carry on the Freethought 
Congress. Hope it will bea success. Yours, 
ÅBNER KIMBAUL. 
Again: i 
Replying to your circular letter, September 3d, I am j 
rh. axi to inclose you herewith $10, being my contribu- 


I do not be-. 
' and deed for many years, and wish you the best of suc- 


tion to the general fund. I havbeen with you iu thonght 


cess in your October Convention. and continned success 
throughout your life efforts. Yours very truly, 


GEORGE STEPHENS. 
Geo. L. Pratt, writes : i 


I am in full sympathy with the Freethought Federation 
and I inclose a small remittance to help carry out its ob- 
jects and principles. I shall be glad to meet with the 
Congress. f 

Other responses : 

I would gladly giv more if my pocket would permit, 

However, I will ever strive to giv a little when called 


on to assist the glorious cause. Yours fraternally, 
E. E. Wzsr, M.D. 


Dollars are scarce and hard to get; but we must all 


help your campaign a little. I am with you heart and 
hand and all I am able to do. Your truly, 
. M. H. Corri. 


I herewith hand you $1. I wish I was able to lend 
more valuable aid to the cause. 

Wishing you success as the exponent of 8 cause that 
merits the support of every human being. I am yours 
with kind regards. Sincerely, : 8. Topp. 


E. C. Retonwanp, Dear Sir: The cause is a most 
worthy and noble one, and should be supported by all 
liberal-minded people. Of a little we giv a little, and 
would be pleased could we (myself and wife) do a thou- 
sand times more for mental emancipation. 

Your friend, E. D. BLAKEMAN. 


I inclose $1 in currency and am glad to know that the 
friends keep moving. Yourstruly, STEPHEN Brewer. 
B. F. Robbins writes: 


I am proud of the persistent effort made by the stalwart 
workers in the cause of Freethought. I &m doing some 
work in this vicinity with Freethought literature. 


E. C. REIOHWALD, Dear Sir: Yours of vesterday at 
hand. The principlea of the Freethought Federation of 
America must be sustained or our government will fall. 
Inolosed is $5 for the Congress. Hoping that you may 
hav sucess in your good work, 

Yours truly, Tuo. Hotty. 


Herewith I hand yon draft for $25 in response to your 
call. I trust that you will hav the biggest kind of a Con- 
gress and a first rate time. Good luck to the cause. 

Truly yours, N. F. Grisworp. 


E. O. Rxrogwarp, Dear Sir: If I cau find it possible to 
be at the Congress I will be there, or send a representa- 
tiv to help swell the crowd. Our work must go forward 
with vim and vigor. In Cincinnati we are making acces- 
sions to the ranks and there is no cause for discourage- 
ment. Yours truly, I. H. Coprina, 

S. F. Benson always sends good word: 


I herewith inclose draft for $2; not much, but it will 
help the cause. I hopethat Liberal friends will enjoy a 
rousing good Congress and kindle a fresh enthusiasm for 
the winter’s work. 


Our gallant captain from the South-west writes: 


Dear Friend: I hav the pleasure to acknowledge the 
receipt of your circular letter, and in reply herewith in- 
close $3 for the National Freethought Congress with the 
regret that I am not able to partieipate, but I assure you 
you hav my warmest wishes for the success of the Con- 
gress. I remain very truly, your sincere friend. 

Caries O. pt Rupro. 
I giv these extracts from a few of the many let- 
ters received in order to show the interest which 
exists all over the country for Freethought, which 
no words of mine can so well express. -These ex- 
tracts will keep up our courage, for like sparkling 
points they show that the flame of Freethought is 
still constant, and that there is a wide interest in 
the work, and that our National Congress will be 
well supported and well attended, and that we shall 

hav the means for future progress. 
Samvet P. Pormam, President. 


ee 


Freethought Federation—Treasurer’s Report. 


We hav sent out about three thousand documents 
in all, over the country—the Demands of Liberals, 
eireulars, Constitution of the F'ederation, etc. The 
response so faris encouraging. Our endeavor is 
to stir up the Liberals and create a new interest in 
Freethought, and to hava good Congress which 
shal] enable us to do better work in the future. If 
each friend responds to our call with only twenty- 
five or fifty cents it will help us greatly. Do not 
fil to contribute, even if but little. Do your best, 
that is all. We shall appreciate the gift as if it 
were greater, for it represents good will and gain 
for our cause. Reports of contributions will be 
given every week in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


A. Chapman............. $1 00 Ole Eidem............... 1 00 
D. Freidenrich ...... . 200 Jos. Rhody....—......... 1 00 
B. F. Robbins.......... 50 . F. Dean............. 25 
Stephen Brewer....... 100 Abner Kimball......... 1 00 
E. D. Blakeman & w 50 A. B. Lennox.......... 1 00 
E. 8. Todd............. . 00 Geo&Johanna Larson 1 00 
J. H. Hunt..... 00 B. Odegard............. 1 00 
Ben and L. 8. Chas. C. de Rudio.... 8 00 
A Friend. ......... John Winn.............. 2 00 
Geo. L. Pratt Mrs P. Van Hoeter. 10 00 
W. J. Ribley.. Rob't Dymond.. . 100 
- Geo. A. Cooper . 100 

B. C. Parsons... 2 00 


W. C. Sturoc......... 2 00 


E. C. Rzrogwarp, Secretary and Treasurer. 
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among the heathen in this place, and ap- 
ply the other for the defense of Mr. J. B. 
Wise, the victim of religious persecution, 
now awaiting trial in Kansas. I note with 
much satisfaction that the friends of truth 
are rallying to the support of this old man 
as well as to the support of the cause he has 
espoused. This is au opportunity for the 
spread of truth which should not be lost, 
and if the fight is conducted as I hav no 
doubt it will be, great good will result. 
On with the fight, and as you havin the 
past proclaimed to the world that ‘‘the 
truth has made us free,” we desire the 
freedom of all our priest-bound slaves to 
the end that our government may be re- 
stored to the first principles upon which 
it was founded, and which our enemies are 
trying to wrest from us by their appeals to 
the superstitions in which the masses hav 
so long been held captivs. 

J. W. MILLER. 


betters of Friends. 


The “Age? and ** Right Living.” 
Byron, Minn., Aug. 31, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $2, 
for which send ‘‘ Right Living" and ‘‘ The 
Age of Reason” to the eight names ac- 
companying this. J. A. Gwinn. 


Will Sing of Liberty. 
Goupen Ponp, Ky., Aug. 29, E. M. 294. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send us the ‘‘ Cos- 
mian Hymn Book,” ‘‘ Pleasure and Prog- 
reas,” and eight copies of the ‘‘Age of 
Reason” to the names inclosed. Yours 
fraternally, Bocard & Co. 


For Wise and “The Age of Reason.” 

. CHANDLER, Trx., Aug. 29, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $2; 
$1 for the defense fund of J. B. Wise, and 
the other for eight copies of Paine’s ‘‘Age 
of Reason” to be forwarded to the ad- 

dresses given. A. H. CHANDLER. 


A Correction of a News Item. 
Mrinven, Nes., Sept. 3, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: Seeing an item in the 
‘News of the Week” column of Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER sayiug that the Nebraska 
Populists selected their ticket from a list 
of names presented by the anti-adminis- 
tration Democrats, I wish to correct that 
error. The truth is, the Populists of this 
state select their candidates themselvs 
from their own ranks, and further, they 
are going to elect- their whole ticket too 
without the aid of Democrats or Repub- 
licans. There are very few Democrats in 
this country and they are becoming fewer 
every day. To tell you the truth, Mr. 
Editor, neither you nor anybody else can 
distinguish any difference in this state be- 
tween Republicans and Democrats; all the 
argument either of them presents is, 
** Anything to beat the d—-d Populists.”’ 
Now, it seems to me you try to make it 
appear at every -opportunity that the 
Populists are an insignificant party, but 
you are away off if you think so. 
Hoping to hear from you aud also hoping 
to see this in the paper, I remain, 
Yours fraternally, D. S. Nzwaorp. 
[Our correspondent is mistaken in think- 
ing that we try to make it appear that the 
Populist or any other party is ‘‘insignifi- 
cant." Our aim is to giv the news impar- 
tially, so far as we can giv it at all, and we 
hav to depend on the daily papers for our 
informatiou. That is the source of the 
statement that the Nebraska Populists sge- 
lected their candidates from a list of names 
presented by the  anti-administration 
Democrats. It should be said in passing, 
however, that this did not mean a list of 
Democrats, but a list of Populists, any of 
whom would be acceptable to the anti- 
administration Democrats.—Ep. T, S.J 


A Time to ** Chip In.” 


WESLEY, KAN., Aug, 30, 204. 
Mr. Evitor: Inclosed please find postal 
order for $1, to be used in defense of Mr. 
Wise of this state. This is a case in which 
I think every Freethinker ought to chip 
in, for we know not when our own turn 
will come. I hope every Freethinker will 

help a litttle. Joan T. LAKIN. 


Loves Good Books. 
Point Preasanrt, W. VA., Sept. 1, 1894. 
Mr. Epıror: If I had the timeat the 
present moment, I would try to tell you of 
the high estimation in which your valuable 
journal is held by me. Suffice it for the 
present for me to say that I can’t get along 
withoutit. Itis my main mental pabulum 
and I cheerfully inclose $9.15 for paper 
and books, including ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” Yours for Free. 
thought and Intellectual Liberty, 
Joan R. Szrsx. 


Moving Slowly Upwards. 


Cuartuam, N. Y., Aug. 24, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I see by my tag I am in 
debt. Inclosed find $4; tag paper along 
one year and send eight copies of Paine’s 
“Age of Reason.” The world seems to be 
drifting our way. Too many inquirers 
prying into every nook and corner of 
things to be known, to run humbugs suc- 
cessfully. Eternal war of the positiv and 
negativ forces of the universe is essential 
to all life. Christians call it war between 
gods and devils. T. R. Burrows. 
Clearing Away Religious Debris. 
Saainaw, E. S., Miom., Aug. 30, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find money order 
for 50 cents, for which please send me your 
edition cf ‘‘Ghosts and Other Lectures” 
as advertised in your catalog. I talked 
with one of the book-sellers of this town 
and he told me that the church people com- 
bined to boycott any one who sold Infidel 
works. This is a sample of the tolerance 
and charity which Christianity has brought 
into the world. Hoping that you may be 
strengthened in your work of clearing 
away the religious debris which men call 
the church, I remain, Yours truly, 
E. H. MoPuerson. 


Points Picked Up. 


Warrz, Mion., Sept. 2, 1894. 

Mr. Enpiror: I hav just returned from a 
three weeks' vacation, spent in another 
county. With three unread TRUTH 
SEEKERS in my hands, I felt like a cat in a 
mouse nest—I didn’t know which to grab 
first. As they are now fairly well disposed 
of, I thought I would giv you a few notes 
which I gathered on my trip. 

For variety I attended church several 
times. One preacher, a Baptist, ‘gave 
himself away.” In speaking of a certain 
reclaimed unbeliever, he snid, ** That man 
is now one of the best paying members 
of the church at that place.” That was 
about the worst slip of the tongue I ever 
heard a preacher make, showing so clearly 
that he worked for revenue only, 

A Free Methodist meeting was not with- 
out interest. One man had lately attended 
the funeral of his brother-in-law, who had 
surely gone plumb, because he was a Free 
Mason, after being warned of its awful 
sinfulness. Several men bragged about 
their wickedness before conversion. One 
got excited, and in trying to tell of the 
spirit which used to dwell within him, his 
tongue turned the thing around, and made 
him say, ‘‘Why, brethren, I hav some- 
times had a woodehuck in me as big as the 
devil." 

A friend told me of an incident iu which 
his brother was concerned, In driving 
home one day he got out of his wagon to 
pick up a horse-shoe. His team began to 
run. He, by running also, got hold of the 
back end of the wagon-box. In getting 


Each to Judge for Himself. 
Giszon, NIB., Sept. 2, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: By what authority does J. 
W. Richardson presume to say what my 
polities should be? Who gave him the 
moral standard whereby to measure the 
political convictions of all Freethinkers? 
What constitutes the ‘‘should” and the 
** ought" of a man's position upon ques- 
tions of political economy? Such an ex- 
pression as he givs forth in last week's 
TRUTH SEEKER has the genuin orthodox 
taint, and its offensivness is aggravated 
when he bases it upon principle. Let Mr. 
Richardson be a Republican with all lib- 
erty, but let him beware of displaying his 
paternal ipse dixits, or his snobbish ** Tam 
better than thou.” C. PUTNAM. 
For Adherence to First Principles. 
Ipauo Srrines, CoL., Aug. 31, 1894. 
Mr. Éprron: Inelosed please find $2, for 
which please send one dollar’s worth of 
the ‘‘Age of Reason " for missionary work 


in he bruised his knee very severely on the 
end board. It caused considerable pain, 
and by the time he reached home he was 
in a fighting mood. A neighbor had 
stopped at the gate, who now demanded 
two bushels of wheat for the preacher. 
The injured man raised his hand and 
yelled, ** Two bushels of hell! No damned 
preacher will get a kernel of wheat from 
me.” This so scared the mendicant friar 
that he hurried off and told the people 
that Perry had gone dangerously crazy. 
‘Behold how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth.” Frank E. Romine. 


Qnestions Asked and Answered. 


Esxripas. KAN., Aug. 27, 1894. 

Mr. Epiron: Not long ago Professor 
——-, and a certain school teacher, came to 
my place of business, and wauted to kuow 
why I was au Agnostic, aud why I took 
such positiv grounds against the infallibil- 
ity of the Bible and the Christian religion, 
in view of the fact that I might be mis- 
taken, that we did not know anything pos- 
itivly, to which I replied: ‘‘ Your. state- 
ments devour themselvs. If, as you say, 
* We do not know auything positivly,’ why 
do you assail my motiv? You hav admitted 
that you do not know that my position is 
wrong, and that you are not positiv as to 
the inspiration of the Bible, or infallibility 
of the Christian religion. It seems to me 
you are denying too much. The true Ag- 
nostic does not claim to know all; he ad- 
mits that it is but little he knows compared 
with what there is to know, but that we 
are finding out more every day; that we 
are positiv about some things." They both 
insisted that we did not know anything for 
certain. I said: ‘‘If you put your finger 
in the fire it will burn, and you know it.” 
** Well," said the teacher, ‘‘if you place 
your fiuger on an extremely cold iron a 
similar sensation will be produced." I 
answered: ‘‘ You are begging the question. 
I insisted that you know that your finger 
will burn if you place it in the fire, and it 
might be proper for me to ask how you 
know that a similar sensation is produced 
by placing the finger on a cold iron; you 
just said you did not know anything posi- 
tivly.” I added that, for the sake of argu- 
ment, we would admit the similarity of 
sensation, still there would be a difference 
both as to phenomena and effect. I asked, 
“Do you kuow the multiplication table?” 
Both laughed and said they supposed so. 
I asked several questions, which were an- 
swered affirmativly. Professor —— then 
wanted to know my opinion of the Bible. 
I made several quotations, and expressed 
my opinions quite freely. He wanted to 
know if I thought that Moses wrote the 
first five books of the Old Testament—to 
which I replied: ‘‘It seems to me that you 
hav not read the Old Testament carefully." 
He admitted that he had not. I wish that 
all might read it carefully. 

C. V. WILLIAMS. 


Kept Awake by Nothing. 
Sr. CHARLES, MINN., Sept. 1, 294. 

Mr. Eprror: As I write I can hear the 
preacher in a church not very far away 
talking to his people or to his God—I do 
not know which—but I think his people 
or his God must be very hard of hearing, 
judging from the noise he makes. 

There are six churches in this little 
town, and the women and children seem 
to attend regularly, but the men do not 
appear so devout. I attended one where 
there were but two men besides myself. 

We hav also a sprinkling of Freethinkers, 
many of whom will attend church occa- 
sionally, but the Christians will not attend 
our lectures worth a cent. They are to be 
pitied. I pity anyone who cannot or will 
not look on both sided of a question, or 
wil not investigate. But the world is 
progressing in spite of all the obstacles 
thrown in the way by over-zealous Chris- 
tians. The fact is, people are becoming 
more and more civilized every day. You 
can now find quite civil people among all 
classes. Even Christianity is making 
progress in this direction. And when 
Christianity is making a little advance the 
world is making great strides. 

Mrs. M. P. Krekel was lately here and 
gave us three splendid lectures. The sub- 
ject the first night was, ‘‘ Principles and 
Objects of Secularism,” in which she 
showed plainly that there is no gavior but 


human effort, and no providence but 
science, and that the criterion of right and 
wrong is the welfare of the human family, 
She affirmed that all progress is secular, 
not Christian, and that the ground or 
foundation of right and wrong is in hu- 
man nature, not outside. 

The second evening’s subject was 
**Ohristian Civilization, or Civil Chris- 
tianity—Which?" in which she showed 
that secular knowledge is the ground- 
work of all civilization. The accomplish- 
ment of civil liberty, or man’s right, 
was by man’s effort and mau’s alone, 
not by a divine ruler. The foundation of 
our government, the establishment of our 
free schools, the emancipation of the 
slaves, were all due to secular effort. Also 
the emancipation of woman is due to the 
same Cause. 

The third lecture was ‘‘The Lessons 
Learned From the Congress of Religions 
at Chicago Last Year.” She showed that 
it was the principles of Secularism that 
paved the way or made it possible for the 
advocates of the different religions to come 
together in harmony and compare notes 
or the principles of one religion with those 
of others. Also the principles of Secular- 
ism or secular knowledge made the great 
World’s Fair at Chicago, where people 
from all quarters of the globe, artisaus, 
mechanics, sculptors, painters—all trades 
and professions—met and showed to the 
world the progress and improvement in 
each and all of them. f 

To appreciate her lectures one must 
hear them delivered. She uses the choicest 
language, is gentle but firm and convinc- 
ing, holding her audience spellbound and 
thrilling them through and fhrough with 
her presence and eloquence. I wish she 
could be employed all the time. What an 
amount of good would thereby be accom- 
plished! All here who could appreciate 
or understand her language speak in 
glowing terms of her. One man, how- 
ever, said when I asked him to come to 
the last lecture that he did not want to 
hear any more of it; that he did not sleep 
a wink all night after hearing the first 
lecture, and there was nothing to it, no 
foundation. It seems, however, it kept 
him awake. I told him Christianity had a 
good solid foundation—being founded on 
a dream. Yours for humanity, 

B. PEABODY. 
Lincoln’s Religions Vi ws. 
Omana, Nes , Sept. 5, 1894. 

Mr. EprroR: A short time ago I con- 
tributed an article to the daily World- 
-Herald of this city on Lincoln’s religion, 
claiming that Lincoln was not a Christian. 
The article contained a personal letter 
from Wm. H. Herndon, for twenty years 
Lincoln’s law partner, stating that Lincoln 
was an Infidel, and it provoked the wrath 
of a bigoted Methodist preacher of this 
city, who had published a reply to the 
article a few days ago, which reply was 
full of irrelevant statements and quota- 
tions, pious fictions and the usual supply 
of abuse—the stock in trade of orthodox 
ministers. 

The World-Herald refused to publish 
my rejoinder to the reverend gentleman's 
article, and I inclose the same, hoping you 
will giv it a place in your paper. 

FRANKLIN J. GRIFPEN. 

WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN A OHRISTIAN? 

Omana, NEB., Sept 3, 1894. 

To TEE EDITOR oF tus World-Herald: 
A certain local Methodist minister in a re- 
cent issue of your newspaper attempts to 
defend  Lineoln's Christian faith, and 
claims that in later life Lincoln was a be- 
liever in Christianity and not an Infidel. 
It is admitted by the reverend that in - 
early life Lincoln was an unbeliever. His- 
tory proves that it was then that he won the 
soubriquet of ‘‘Honest Abe.” Lincoln’s 
“own unimpeached utterances” do not 
by any means prove that in later life he 
became a Christian. 

While at Washington in 1862 (in the 
**veg]" period?) in answer to inquiries con- 
cerning his religion and the expressed 
hope that he had become a Christian, Lin- 
eoln wrote as follows to his old friend, 
Judge Wakefield: ** My earlier views of 
the unsoundness of the Christian scheme 
of salvation and the human origin of the 
scriptures hav become clearer and stronger 
with advancing years, and I see no reason 
for thinking I shall ever change them.” 
(Remsburg's ‘‘ Lincoln.”’) 

This is a statement of disbelief in the 
Bible as a ‘‘perfect moral code given 
to man by infinit wisdom,” and in Jesus 
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as “the Savior,” in the Christian sense. 

The letter written by Lincoln to his 
dying father, containing a statement of 
belief in the immortality of the soul, proves 
nothing relevant to the issue. Two of the 
greatest Infidels who ever lived, Voltaire 
and Paine, believed in immortality. 
Thomas Paine believed not only in happi- 
ness for the good after death, but in pun- 
ishment for the wicked. (Paine’s works, 
p. 280.) 

Concerning Lincoln’s views on the effi- 
cacy of prayer, Mrs. Lincoln stated shortly 
after his death that the following was a 
favorit maxim with him: ‘‘ What is to be 
will be, and no prayers of ours can arrest 
the decree.” (Lamon's ** Lincoln.’’) 

Even if Lincoln did believe in prayer it 
neither proves his Christianity nor dis- 
proveshis Infidelity. Jews pray, Moham- 
medans pray, some Deistic Infidels pray. 

Regarding providence: In s speech on 
Kansas in 1856 (in the ''veal" period ?) 
Lincoln said: ‘‘ Friends, I agree with you 
in providence, but I believe in the provi- 
dence of the most men, the largest purse, 
and the longest cannon.” I 

** No clearer statement of the Christian 
doctrin of a divine providence has ever 
heen made.” : 

That Lincoln believed in & God is irrele- 
vantto the issue. Jews, Mohammedans, 
and Deistic Infidels believe in a God. Vol- 
taire and Paine were believers in God. 

In the latter years of his life (in the 
** veal” period?), when the subject of re- 
ligion was mentioned, with a knowing 
smile, Lincoln was wont to remark: ‘‘ It 
will not do to investigate the subject of 
religion too closely, as it is apt to lead to 
Infidelity.” (Manford’s Magazine.)  . 

To lend an air of plausibility to their 
claims, the clergy and other Christian 
claimants often cite expressions of a seem- 
ingly semi-pious nature to be met with in 
Lincoln’s speeches and state papers. These 
hav been partially accounted for by Hern- 
don and Lamon, and are still further 
explained by one of Lincoln’s ‘‘ own 
unimpeached utterances.” In his ‘‘ Remi- 
niscences of Lincoln,” Judge James M. 
Nelson, who was intimately acquainted 
' with him in Washington (in the ‘‘ veal” 
period?) says: ‘‘I asked him once about 
his fervent Thanksgiving Proclamation, 
and twitted him with being an unbeliever 
in what was published. ‘Oh,’ said he, 
‘that is some of Seward’s nonsense, and 
it pleases the fools.’” It is hardly possi- 
ble that Lineoln would hav said this if he 
had been 8 ‘‘reverent and devout Chris- 
tian. 

During the war (in the ‘‘ veal” period?) 
Lincoln’s attention was called to the no- 
toriously bad character of army chaplains. 
He expressed his contempt for them and 
for orthodox preachers in general by 
relating the following story: 

** Once, in Springfield, I was going off 
on a short journey, and reached the depot 
a little ahead of. time. Leaning against 
the fence just outside the depot was a 
little darkey boy, whom I knew, named 
Dick, busily digging with his toe in à mud 
puddle. As I came up, I said, ‘Dick, 
what are you about? ‘Making a church,’ 
said he. ‘A church.’ said I. ‘What do 
you mean? ‘Why, yes,’ said Dick, 
pointing with his toe. ‘Don’t you see? 
- ''hereis the shape of it. There's the steps 
and front door—here’s the pews, wheré 
the folks set—and there's the pulpit.’ 
“Yes, I see,’ said I, ‘but why don’t you 
make a minister?’ ‘Laws,’ answered 
Dick, with a grin, ‘I hain’t got mud 
enough,’”  (‘* Anecdotes of Lincoln,” 


p. 86. 

Enough has been presented to show that 
Lincoln was, ‘‘as & mature man,” a disbe- 
Jiever in the popular superstition—Chris- 
tianity. / 

The biographies of Gibbon, one of the 
greatest of historians, Darwin, the great- 
est of naturalists, and other great men 
I might mention, show that orthodox 
Christianity ia very often for the ‘‘ veal” 
period. oth Gibbon and Darwin were 
in early life orthodox Christians, ''but, 
like other natural men of vigorous intel- 
lect and activ conscience,” they, **out- 
grew the ‘veal’ period,” and became later 
in life disbelievers in Christianity. That 
brilliant, talented woman, Helen H. 
Gardener, has truly said: ‘‘The cradle 
has fallen heir to the discarded dogmas 
of the pew.” E : 

It is fortunate, in view of the mislead- 
ing statements rehashed by your reverend 
correspondent, that lLincoln’s memory 
needs no defense except by his own ‘‘ un- 
impeached utterances.” 

FRANKLIN J. GRIFFEN. 


Sees a Serpent at the Polls. 
San Jose, CAL., Sept. 5, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav been reading the 
different articles commenting on Mr. 
Sandberg’s letter, and at last, with your 
permission, I will reply to one and all, and 
giv some of my reasons for objecting to 
women voting. I am a woman and long 
to be recognized as man’s equal. I want 
to help make the laws that govern me. 


Before me I see the opportunity of gaining 
my desires, but right at the polls is a ser- 
pent ready to crush me in its deadly coils; 
that serpentis religion. I am willing to 
remain minus my right to vote yet a little 
longer to escape a greater evil. 

First you must admit that women asa 
class are the slaves and dupes of fashion 
and religion. A walk or drive through 
any town or city of a Sunday will convince 
the most prejudiced mind of the truth of 
my assertion. See the frail young girl 
just budding into womanhood, her face 
disfigured with powder, laced so she can 
scarcely breathe, shoes & size too small, 
and clothing so tight that the blood cannot 
circulate; her system is wrecked, her nat- 
ural form disfigured, and her brain could 
not digest a common-sense lecture to save 
her life. Reason with her; point out the 
awful harm she is doing herself. It is 
like pouring water on a duck’s back. It 
has no effect, she would die to be fashion- 
able (and she is to be the mother of our 
future generations). She is fairly edu- 
cated, is well read in dog-eared novels and 
trashy literature from the charch libraries 


(or goody goody sermons by some pulpit 


poodle), which ruins the memory, and oh, 
so often the girl herself. Her only desire 
is to find some fashion fool who dresses in 
the latest style and can furnish ice-cream 
and will spend his last nickel, if necessary, 
to take her to theaters, dances, and driv- 
ing. Outside of dress, dancing, novels, gos- 
sip, and church, her mind is blank. I hav 
tried for months in the past to get woman 


to converse on sensible topics, to draw out 
her soul and set her to thinking, but it 


was in vain. I became disgusted and 
heartsick at the utter lack of soul in 


women asa Class. If I talked about her 


neighbors, the new preacher, a ball, pugs, 


or poodles, some young man with more 
money than brains, or her beauty, I had 
her attention; but if I changed the subject 


to politics, science, health, or any of the live 
issues of the day that interest people of in- 
telligence and soul, she knew nothing, did 
not want to learn, had no desire to listen, 
and her eyes, if not her lips, expressed her 
disgust at such dry, stuffy conversation. 
She goes to church, prayer-meeting, 
and Sunday-school, and can tell you just 
lots about it, to show her devotion to her 
God. She could not tell you the text to 


save her life, nor repeat over one verse of 


the Sabbath-school lesson; but she could 
tell you how elegantly the oily-tongued 


minister was dressed, and what a lovely 


voice he had; how many fine-looking 
young dudes she saw in Sunday-school, 
and the exact shade of her classmates’ rib- 
bons and dresses. Her Bible will lie dusty 
and unused on the parlor table, but you 
dare to tell her it is not a holy book, and 
she will look daggers at you. It is strange, 
but true, she will not examin the con- 
tents and find the nasty, filthy passages 
it contains. She is positiv this book is the 
guide to heaven, yet she does not read it. 
It is like science, etc., too dry to interest 
her, but she knows positivly that there is 
a heaven and a hell because the minister 


tells her so (he gets it from the dear old. 


holy Bible), and she dare not question him. 
She opens her mouth, closes her eyes, and 
swallows the dose he givs without & mur- 
mur. She knows we poor Infidels are 
doomed to hell, and if looks could kill, 
we would be sent there promptly. Chris- 
tian charity defined compels them to be- 
lieve as we do, or send them to s warmer 
climate. Again, they are fast in the 
clutches of the church; they toil like 
slaves to support & lot of preachers and 
priests too indolent to work, and just mean 
and little enough to sallow women to sup- 
port them; they take servants’ places at 
festivals, oyster suppers, etc., to sid the 
missionary cause (while America’s poor 
are reared in vice and ignorance). They 
sew and cook and stew, to help the tem- 
perance society (while their own children 
are too often tripped up at the saloon door 
through a mother’s neglect). They tax 
their brains and wear themselvs out beg- 
ging money to pay church debts (and too 
often their own homes are sold for unpaid 
debts). They sell kisses, keep fish-ponds, 
guess bean pots, etc. to build new 
churches, while their own children lack 
care and attendance. Men and women 
will listen to a sermon, nine-tenths of the 
men will disagree with the minister, while 


nine-tenths of the women will agree with 


him and use every effort in their power to 
bring about the things preached. 

Oh, how often I hav passed the door of 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
heard their prayers to down the whisky 
traffic, and walked perhaps one square 
farther to see some of these women’s chil-. 
dren on the street, thrown in contact with 
companions who would entice them into 
the saloons. While these women wrestle 
with a deaf God, their children become 
the wine-bibbers of the future. If moth- 
ers would only depend on their own powers 
in place of & God they know nothing about 
we would hav less intemperance. 

Mrs. Kuffel refers to & school teacher, 
remarking, ‘‘ We would down the whisky 
traffic and hav a Sunday law in California.” 
Do you know what downing the whisky 
traffic through the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union means? Are you ac- 
quainted with their platform? Below isa 
scrap of its intentions and the sentiments 
of its world-famed and bigoted president, 
Francis E, Willard. ‘*The Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, local, state, 
national, world-wide, has one vital, or- 
ganic thought, one absorbing purpose, 
one undying erithusiasm; it is that Christ 
shall be this world’s king, king of its 
courts, its camps, and its commerce; king 
of its colleges and its cloisters; king of its 
customs and its constitutions. * * - 
Concerning the platform of our next na- 
tional prohibition convention, I. am con- 
tent to leave it substantially as it is, save 
that it should declare Christ and his law 
to be the basis of government and the su- 
preme authority in national as in individ- 
ual life.” Now, Mrs. Kuffel may be will- 
ing to help enthrone Christ as king, to 
bring women down to the level of the 
brute (where the dear apostle Paul com- 
mands them to stay or be forever damned); 
Iam not. I despise intoxicating drinks as 
8 beverage, but my temperance begins at 
home. My child shall be taught the use 
and abuse of liquors, and will never be 
tripped up at the saloon door through my 
neglect. I want to see liquor abolished (as 
8 beverage), but never through the vote of 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. 
Mrs. Kuffel and Laura Knox boldly assert 
that women will vote as intelligently as 
men with such a platform. We all know 
the vast numbers and power of the Wo- 
men’s Christian Temperance Union in the 
United States. Where would our beloved 
Federation be, and the grand old Trura 
SEEKER, as well as all other movements of 
reform? If woman had the ballot Tal- 
mage would.be president; God in the con. 
stitution; our grand and glorious republic 
ruined, and the present Constitution 
trampled in the dust. Liberals would be 
ostracized from our conntry (for we are 
hated far more bitterly, as a class, by 
women than by men), or compelled to go 
to church. Iwould rather make my home 
among the Feejee islanders than bow and 
cringe to the preachers and churches, and 
would prefer the life of an exile to being 
a hypocrit and taking such a nasty book 
as the Bible for my guide. Bah! I prefer 
dog-eared novels to such trash. Giv me 
literature of intelligence and sense, but 
good-bye to such literature if women vote 
now. ''The idea of the writer calling 
himself Liberal when he is trying to pro- 
hibit people from making Sunday laws.” 
Can I be Liberal and allow my own liberty 
abridged? Must I, to be a Liberal, allow 
a man to cut my head off if he makes the 
attempt? I presume, if I prevented him, 
I would not be Liberal. Are my own 
rights to hav no consideration? Am I 
Liberal when I allow these dear Christian 
friends to trample on the Constitution of 
the United States; to ruin my country and 
my home, and take from my friends and 
myself all natural rights without raising 
my voice in defense of freedom? By what 
right do they wreck my home and our 
government, and set up & man-made God 
to rule and reign over me? By what au- 
thority do they make a law to compel: me 
to support their superstition factories, to 
observe & day in psalm singing and idle- 
ness, to honor an imaginary being in the 
skies? Why should they compel me to 
be ruled by & religion I despise? It is an 


insult to honest people, and unjust can- 
ters who command it, and if, by raising 
my voice against it I forfeit the name Lib- 


eral, then I am no Liberal Let them 
make their Sunday laws among themselvs; 
let them hav their churches and Bibles, 
but when they try to pull me down to their 
level I protest. T would rather be branded 
as a traitor by this class of people than to 
sink to that depth of ignorance and super- 
stition again. No, friends, women are not 
prepared to cast their vote for the bost in- 
terest of their country, they are the foes 
of liberty and intelligence; they do not 
mean to be, but they are just the same. I 
believe they are working faithfully and 
sincerely for what they think is right, but 
that is no reason why we should allowthem 
the liberty of doing still more harm. As 
long as they are willing to limit their nar- 
row little world to dress, pug dogs, 
churches, novels, and the fiattery of the 
opposit sex, they are no fit subject to hav 
the ballot, and as long as they submit to 
being & slave and tool for man, they de- 
serve their present position. Now they 
are led around (by 8 string in the nose) by 
their minister, and would obey implicitly 
the commands of that jumping-jack at the 
ballot-box. 

They cry for temperance, but refuse to 
be temperate themselvs; they still cling 
to the customs of the dark agesin dress 
while man has long since discarded such 
frivolity; they plead for freedom in poli- 
tics while their bodies are imprisoned, 
laced, tortured; they ask for equality of 
sex, but refuse to become man’s equal intel- 
lectually. Iam sorry to write thus about 
my sex (my heart aches for them), but it 
is true. Mr. Sandberg has given plain 
facts. I am not too prejudiced to admit 
it because he is aman. I want equality of 
sex. I hav many mouth battles for my 
sex, but I cannot remain deaf and blind to 
their faults because they are women, I 
know that men as a class are prejudiced 
against equality of sex, but that does 
not fit women to vote. The ignorant 
foreigner and negro are given the ballot 
while women are still fettered. Yes, 
women could vote more intelligently than 
this class—many women more intelligently 
than the majority of men. It is humiliat- 
ing to be governed by this clsss, for they 
do help make laws for us poor women; but 
it is the religious platform that makes the 
trouble. Men are pretty well balanced in 
religious sentiments, but nine-tenths of 
the women are in a body for the church. 
We hav too much ignorance and religion 
in the voting class now. Itis better to hav 
a general cleaning up in place of adding 
more fuel to the already smoldering fire. 
Why make it stronger? I detest the pres- 
ent voting system. Giv intelligent men 
the ballot; then extend it to intelligent 
women. Every man and woman voter 
should understand the platforms of the 
different parties and the Constitution of 
the United States and be able to read and 
write them correctly before allowing them 
the right of franchise. Now, ladies, 
when will you learn to be fair and view 
both sides of the question? Stop fighting 
for woman suffrage; use your efforts to 
crush out the ignorant voters in the op- 
posit sex; use your influence in your home 
to root out the rum holes. Keep your 
money from heathen lands and educate 
America’s poor. Build fewer churches and 
more homes snd schools for the destitute, 
and your own vote will be your reward for 
the intelligence you inculcate in others. 

Laura Knox must know that there are 
advanced men snd women of the present 
who do not favor women voting for the 
same reasons I hav given. I hav asked no 
less than twenty-five Liberal women in 
San José, Capitola, and various places, 
their opinions on the subject, and the an- 
swer has been unanimously that they are 
not prepared to vote. Two gentlemen 
favored woman suffrage; one remarked, 
“Let them vote and run the country to 
[a hot climate]; it will be a good eye- 
opener for them.” I do mot think so; at 
least it is too risky to try. Laura may 
change her mind if she investigates thor- 
oughly. I believed as she does, but in- 
vestigation taught me better. 

I am speaking of women as a classs. 
There are brave, noble, progressiv women, 
but oh, how few in comparison to the 
many others. Now, men are full of faults 
too, but my letter is already too long to 


bring them before you. 
Mns. R. H. SCHWARTZ. 


P.S.—If Ward Diehl, of Watsontown, 
Pa.. is acquainted with John Raker, of 
Mifflinburg, Pa., he will confer a favor by 
communicating with me. R. H. 8. 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's ocenpations , 
That is known as the Children’s Hour. 


The Tasseled Corn. 


I:ing thy glory, swaying corn, 
Thy charms that never fail; 

The wayside fields that you adorn 
Are more than holy grail. 


Moist and sweet your odors are 
Upon the twilight fair; 

Your blossoms send, anear and far, 
A promis rich and rare. 


Your banners, rustling in the air, 
Murmur a soothing song; 

Your gold an4 garnet tassels there 
With tender fancies throng, 


Your golden grain more precious is 
Than India’s famous wealth; 

Pale lips are touched by its sweet kiss 
To rose-hued, happy health. 


For strength and grace and charming mien, 
Symmetrical and free, 

The sculptor might, with vision keen, 
In thee & model see. 


So bright and true, your gracious worth, 
In every changing phase, 
Shall float abroad o'er all the earth, 
O golden, glorious maize. 
Susan H, WixoN 


— dá 


The Walnuts. 


The straight, green path lengthened out 
under the overhanging branches of the 
trecs, which stood on either side, and ter- 
minated in a yellow field where the ripe 
wheat glistened in the sunshine. Here 
and there, the sun, piercing the thick foli- 
age, formed little islands of light on the 
turf, which moved fantastically about as a 
soft wind fitfully swayed the tops of the 
trees. 

Two persons, a man and a woman, with 
slow steps were walking down the path, 
she supporting herself with her parasol in 
lieu of a cane; he upright and smart, his 
bands behind his back; her hair covered 
with a veil of rich lace under which her 
silver curls were plainly visible; he with a 
broad-brimmed straw hat on his gray 
head. They were evidently annoyed with 
each other, for they walked on without 
speaking and without an exchange of 
glances, save now and then to cast a furtiv 
look of reproach at each other. At last, 
when they had traversed half the walk, 
she said to him in a voice which, though 
sweet, still shook slightly as if there re- 
mained a little anger in it: 

“It is decided then; you are going to 
make those children unhappy?” 

** On the contrary, I shall arrange that 
my granddaughter will never reproach me 
with having caused her unhappiness by 
permitting this imprudence.” 

She shrugged her shoulders, but very 
slightly, however, a8 was becoming a 
woman of good breeding. 

** Because the boy, who lovesher, is not 
quite so rich as she—— How fine that is! 
They are always sure of having bread at 
least——" 

“But not butter, perhaps!” observed the 
grandfather. 

** When one is in love he can eat kisses 
on his bread," she responded, with a little 
laugh. 

As he did not answer this she walked on 
a few steps, looking to the right and to the 
left, then stopped before a walnut tree. 

“Look, my dear,” said she, *'are there 
not some nuts there?” 

With chivalric politeness the grandfather 
approached, and, looking through his 
glasses, regarded the tree and replied: 

** Yes, there are some nuts there." 

‘© Will you get mea few, my dear?” 

The grandíather looked at the grand- 
mother with some surprise. It had been 
many years since either had found any 
pleasure in eating nuts. Nevertheless he 
pulled down a branch within reach of his 
wife, and she broke off a little twig of nuts, 
as yet hardly ripe, and pinned it on her 
bosom. i 

** Do you not remember?” said she. 

A ray of sunshine, breaking through the 
leaves, lighted up the old man's face—or 
was ita ray of memory? The gray eyes 
of his wife penetrated into his with a dis- 


quieting persistence. He remembered 
very well; but what had these walnuts to 
do in such a serious affair as his only 
granddaughter's marriage? He pretended 
to be occupied with & tree whose branches 
needed the attention of the pruner; but 
his wife went on: 


walnut tree) ‘‘which had so many nuts the 
year that——” 

** I know, I know,” said he. 

“I was here," she continued, ‘‘and I 
had just gathered the nuts on the lowest 
branches, when you came. It was you 
who helped me to finish filling my basket, 
and, as the pile of burs grew higher and 
higher, your eyes became more and more 
talkativ; and it was you, I think, who put 
thelast twig of nuts where I hav pinned 
this one.” 

‘t My dear wife!” said the old man. 

“And you said to me, ‘ Madeline, if your 
parents wil not consent to our marriage, 
I shall be wild '——" 

**And we were married and we hav been 
happy together many years," concluded 
the grandfather. 

“And we were not rich, we hav become 
that—the children will do so—do you re- 
member?” 

They said no more, but ‘they walked 
slowly on, arm in arm, until they reached 
the end of the lane. There they paused, 
and he said at last: 

** Well they must wait a little longer, so 
that we can help them more than we are 
able to do just now.” 

** Very well," she said, **they are young 
yet and their hearts are warm." 

** You see, I must let them hav enough 
to get some butter." ý 

*And while they are young," said the 
grandmother, ‘‘I shall see that they always 
hav enough walnuts. ”— Selected. 

—— 


What The Little Folks Are Saying. 


Little Dot—Mamma says when she was 
a girl little girls wore white stockin's wat 
didn't make their feet all black like these. 

Little Dick—Then wot did they begin 
wearin' black stockin's for? 

Little Dot (after some thought)—T guess 
it’s because it’s easier to wash feets than 
to wash stockin’s.— Good News. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
Delivered before the Brooklyn Ethical Association 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
Price, 10 Cents. 
A little book of F8 pazes, fall of scientific 
thougbt. The story of this grest scientist's life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 


Address THE TRUTH SHEKER. 
28 Lafayette place, New York City, 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Hl- 
lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp., $1. 
Apples of Gold, And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 383 pp., $1.95. 
TheStory Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren's, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


FU in a Nutshell. 


By ABA AUGER. 
A condensation of the fundamental argumer 
against Christianity. 
A Very Good Little Missienary Work. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 1s just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Uu...vianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE T BUTH BEEEE B. 


** Tt is that very tree" (for it was an old. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS CHEAP 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
8. 8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. E 

The Dawn of History: An Introduction to Pre- 
Historie Study. Edited bv C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cens. . 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth,75 © nts. 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology an 
the History of Religion. By Fritz 3chultzd 
75 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By S. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation o? Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. : 

Education. Intellectual, Moral, anA Physica 
Progress; Its Laws and Cause. With other 
disquisitions. Two books in one. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Political Science, containing Physics and Poli- 
tics. An Application of the Principles of 
Natural Science to Political Society, by 
Walter Bagehot; and History of the Science 
of Politics, by Frederick Pollock. 75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poet» y, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Laud in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourte nth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 

Bound Volume of Humboldt Library, containing 
numbers 92 to 108. $2. 

Glimnses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, FR 
S.E.. F.L S., with 35 Illustratio^s. $1. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 
Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. 
By Mary Wollstonecraft. $1. 

The Genesis of Science and the Factors of Or- 
ganic Evolntion. Both by Herbert Spencer 
In one volume 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
back, Bart., F. R.S., M.P., D.O L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.8. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect of some Familiar Things. By W.M 
Williams, 
75 cents. 

Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 75 cents 

The Pleasures of Life. By Sir John Lubbock, 
Bart. 75 cents. 


SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD A, 


Light Science for Leisure Hours 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, anu other Essays. 

Mi cellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, snd rther Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. Six books in one volume. $1.50 


SELECT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN. 
The Evo utionist at Large. 
Vignettes from Nature, and 


Force and Energv; a theory of Dynamics. Three 
books in one volume. Cloth, $1. 


T 


F.C.S Two books in one volume. 


PROOTOR. 


THE THE 


BRAIN +» BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. ess 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON. 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref. 
«tation of the Claims of the 
Sabbatarians. 
Pie ee 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WASHE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages: with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT CO. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism 


Price. paper. 25 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price.15 cents. Address this offica. 


~O cents 


The Little Freethinker 


The only paper pubushed for we you s hst 

lo frase from sup rsution. Sent 50 couts asu tr. 
ivfor one year Or25 cents for6 m-nths 0119 
cents f rbd ffer nts-mpiecopie . 
.,lt18 imperio v t: at the young be started ar ght 
if we hope to keep th: m free from churchly chairs 
Address, MINA DRAKE c LEN: EH. 

Sn»s ville, Pulaski Co., Va. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods. 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


frice, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Fae Trade Supplied at Spectai Discounts. 


S THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth. $1: paper. 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? — — 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price. oloth, g1. I Paper, 50 cents. 


Pishe hy Unseen Hanis, 


Price, cloth $1 | Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 

A Splendid Judge ofa Woman The Ladyof the 
Club—Under Protest -For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery -The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Campbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 

Preface—The F ction of Fictions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa3 in Wi'h the City’s Dead An Irre- 
spon ible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibility of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman asan Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in ‘ts Relations to a 
Donble Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
po:ed Nati nal Law: 
—Lawsuit'rleg- 
acy—Common 


Sense in 


. Burgery. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and GRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends 
Price. 10 cents. Address this office. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib ral who will canva:s for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Ii- 
lustrated.” Infact we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours w^ekly and sod nearly 
fifty copi-sin&month. The price is low; every- 
body knows the Old Testament stories. and 
neatly everybody would like a hook applying 
nineteenth-century vit and knowledge to them. 
People lixe to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
Testament tales has 'argely disapeared and 

okes at the expense of Jonah and Joseph apd 

sau and Samson and D vid, and the other wor- 
tbies of npsavory reputation, are keenly appre 
ciated. It seems to us that the beok will sell at 
sight. Itdres herein thestore. Liverals ont of 
employment will find thi: a good way to make an 
honest dollar. 
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Agents for The Truth Seeker. 
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Davies & Son, 412 Main st., Little Rock. 
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Thos. W. Baker, Exeter. 
Stoll & Thayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles. 
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C. E. Duran, 334 Montgomery st, San 
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geles. 
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J. E. Matthews, Eareka. 
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Bank, Oakland. 
8. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 


Canada 


P. C. Allen, 35 King st., Toronto. 
John McKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto. 


Colorado 


J Nowland & Co. 400 Harrison av., Lead- 


ville. 

Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 
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Perry Moul, Danbury. 
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Jas, Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
A. J. Gardner, Kissimmee. 
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Chas, W. Curry, 183 Madison st., Chicago, 
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Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 
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Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. 
Indiana 
Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 55 Mass. av., In- 
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Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 
Massachusetts 


Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
H. W. Smith, 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 


maine 
N.G, Fessenden, 484 Congress st, Portland. 
Michigan 
Baker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
H. Ullbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 


Minnesota 


W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th st., St. Paul. 
Parcher & Sacre, 8 3rd st., 5. Minneapolis. 
Missouri 
J A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St.Joseph. 

E. F. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Philip Roeder, cor. 4th & Olive, St. Louis, 


New York R 
S. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 
Brentano Bros., 5th ave, & 18th st., N. Y. 
L. Jonas & Co., Astor House, New York. 
E. J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
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This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

Js a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.— Progressive 
Thinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 20e. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, ete. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best iikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius end Casca. Price, 5 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Ssbbath is an im- 
pertinence." Price. 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think oi 
aminister’s praying God to kil grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusadé of one against the Coiorado bestle!” 
Price, 10 cents. . 

Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents. 

Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact! 

rice, 5 cents. : 

Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents, 

Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 

The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


‘The Bible inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE 


CONTAINING 148 


INVESTIGATION; 


PROPOSITIONS. 


With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 


*erptures. Including 
Bible. Also, Other Bible 


nestions Answered Afürmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
eferences of Importance. 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.—-—Price, 25 Cents. 


Address 


THE CANDLE 


HISSENGCINY 


FROM 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place. New York City 


UNDER 


dobles SS PETS 


By WILLIAM HART. 


1.506 Questions to the Clergy and for the Con- 


sideration 


of Others. 


The author, while a sincere church member, obeyed the in- 


junction to search the scriptures, 
these queries, no clergyman can 


which led to the propounding of 
answer rationally and remain n 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PI, New York. 


Christian. 
PRICE 40 CENTS. 
Address 
POPULAR 


Thomas Pai 


EDITIONS 
F 


ne’s Works. 


AGE OF REASON, Pap., 250,5 
6 copies for $1; cloth 50e. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 40c.; clo., 756. 


APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(Lite). By J. E. Remsburg. 
portrait. Pap.,t0c.; clo., 756. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am, 
evolution Pan., 40c.; clo., T50. 

GREAT WORKS. 8yo. 800 pp.; 
clo.. $3, leather, $4; morocco, 

1 gilt edges. £4.50. 

LIFE OF. By C. Blanchard, 
Pan ,40c.; clo., with portrait, 006. 
LIFE OF, By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Franec, and Eugland, 
andaSketeh by William Cobbett. 
‘the only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 506. 

LIFE OF, By G. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF, 22x28, $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood.10c 

POLITICAL WORKS: '*Com- 


mon Sense,” “ Crisis," * Rights of 


Man.” $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. Pap.,40c¢ ; clo.. 75e. 

TESTIMON STO HIS MER- 

ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 10c. 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS:''Age 
of Reason,” Examination of the 
Prophecies,” etc. with Life of 
Paine and steel portrait, $1.50. 

VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 

Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll 100. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York 


606 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 22, 1894. 


Gems of Shought. 


Tamprarton isthe file which rubs off much 
of the rust of self-confidence.— Fenelon. 


He who is most slow in making a promis 
. is the most faithful in its performance.— 
Rousseau. 


For virtue’s self may too much zeal be 
bad; the worst of madness is a saint run 
mad. —Pope. ^ 


Tue vanity of loving fine clothes and 
new fashions, and valuing ourselvs by 
them, is one of the most childish pieces of 
folly that can be.—Sir M. Hale. 


We think our civilization near its me- 
ridian, but we are yet only at the cock- 
crowing and the morning star. In our 
barbarous society the influence of charac- 
ter is in its infancy. As a political power, 
as the rightful lord which is to tumble all 
rulers from theirs, its presence is hardly 
yet suspected.—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


Ir is reported that a lunatic appeared at 
the White House and demanded that it be 
turned over to the Jews. The police dis- 
posed of him expeditiously. The cranks 
in the Senateand House of Representativs, 
however, who demand that the entire 
country be turned over to a section of the 
Christians, are still at large.— American 
Israelite. 


Tux requirements of equity must be sup- 
plemented by the promptings of kindness 
* + * The primary Jaw of a harmonious 
social coöperation may not be broken for the 
fulfilment of the secondary law; and there- 
fore, while enforcement of justice must be 
a public function, the exercise of benefi- 
cence must be a private function.—Her- 
‘bert Spencer. 


Ir is a pretty generally received doc- 
trin among modern sociologists that 
what is known as the public conscience, 
the standard of right and wrong in any 
given society, isan evolution, the resultant 
of innumerable experiences, from which 
evolved man concludes that on the whole 
he is happier if he does right than if he 
does wrong.— New York Times. 


My hope for the human race is bright 
as the morning star, for a glory is coming 
to man such as the most inspired tongue 
of prophets and of poets has never been 
able to describe. The gate of human op- 
portunity is turning on its hinges, and the 
light is breaking through its chink; possi- 
bilities are opening, and human nature is 
pushing forward towardsthem .—Hmerson. 


Muxety ethical or theological appeals to 
good motivs, if they are not actually a bar 
against, only inappreciably aid in progress 
toward the straightening out of social diffi- 
culties. What we need are men who see 
and discuss radical principles. There is 
the most definit and exacting application 
necessary. I find that scholars apologize 
and supplicate where they should assert 
and defy.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Tum superiority of our time over an- 
tiquity is due not to the greater purity of 
our religion, or excellence of our poetry, 
or wisdom of our philosophers, but mainly 
to the possession of machinery and im- 
proved tools, which hav facilitated and 
saved labor, enabled men to liv with more 
comfortand security, given them leisure, 
opportunity, and motiv to educate them- 
selvs, and thus carried them to higher 
intellectual and moral conditions, and also 
secured them against conquest by bar- 
baric foes,—John S. Hittell. 


Way, then, eternal punishment for the 
temporary offenses of so frail a creature 
as man? * * ° Heaven and hell suppose 
two distinct species of men—the good and 
the bad; but the greatest part of mankind 
float betwixt vice and virtne. Were one 
to go round the world with the intention 
of giving a good supper to the righteous 
and a sound drubbing to the wicked, he 
would frequently be embarrassed in his 
choice, and would find the merits and de- 
merits of most men and women scarcely 
amount to the value of either.—David 
Hume. 


Hz [Carlyle] endeavored to persuade 
men that they ought to take no heed of 
the only motivs for action which existence 
affords us; that they ought to discover 
motivless motivs, and lead their lives for a 
purposeless purpose. He imagined these 
unthinkable propositions contained some 
supreme truth for the guidance of human- 
ity, and as he addressed a public which 
was fast losing faithin theological figments, 
but which still retained the superstitious 
idea that theological morality was the only 
possible .code of ethics, he succeeded in 
convincing & considerable proportion of 
his fellow-countrymen that there was 
something in them. Many men at the 
present moment desire to take refuge from 
a self-made bugbear of moral chaos in a 
logical suicide. They wish to think that 
life can be governed—not by motivs at all, 
but by some supposed substitute for an 
actual motiv, which does not exist and has 
never existed.— Grant Allen. 


$100 Reward $100. i 

The readers of this paper will be pleased 
to learn that there is at least one dreadful 
disease that science has been able to cure 
in all its stages, and that is Catarrh. 
Hall’s Catarrh Cure is the only positive 
cure known to the medical fraternity. 
Catarrh being a constitutional disease, 
requiresa constitutional treatment. Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure is taken internally, acting 
directly. upon the blood and mucous sur- 
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What is Ignorance ? 
ciety, and Honor, 
Gratitude, a Fragrant Flower of Value of Wealth, 


Knowledge the Great Treasure, 
Concerning Edueation, 


the patient strength by building up the 
constitution and assisting nature in doing 


its work. The proprietors have so much Conduct; or Right Doing, . ife, Avarice, Not & Means to Life's 
faith in its curative powers, that they offer | Virtue, the Illuminator of Life, Is Reverence a Duty? Best End, 
One Hundred Dollars for any case that it | 5:udence, an Economy of Life, Self-Reliance, Good Nature, one of Life’s Best 
: Dr Any Cas s What Know Ye of Justice? Self-Control, Blossoms, 
fails to cure. Send for list of testimonials. | Fortit ude a Noble Possession, elf Respect . Reason and Free Inquiry. 
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A e Use of Tobacco Danger- ce, ree Press, 
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Character, a Jewel of Great Price, Observation a Great Faculty, Human Rights; or the Equality 
Idleness, another Name for Loss, Perseverance, the Friend of Man, of Man. 
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RIGHT LIVING. 


Phe New God, Price, 10 cents, 

The Problem of the Universe, and Its 
Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Ynivemology, Price, 20 cents. 

Waifs and Wan 
can Story. 
cents. ' A pros 

dramatic power; breez 

first page to last with the living spirit of to- 
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„50 


day."—[John Swinton’s Paper. 
Golden one, A Romance, ‘‘The au- 
thor certainly has genius. ‘The divine 


creative spark is within him. The book is 
fille with manly thoughts, expressed in 
manly words—the transcript of a manly mind, 
Every Liberal should read * Golden Throne.’” 
—[Ingersoll, Price, $1. HAE 

Ingersoll] and Jesus. A conversation in 
Thyme between the Nineteenth Century 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. 

Adami and Heva. A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica ita superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance., Price, 85 cents. 2 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 
For all of the above address 
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Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Moralily 
Based Thereon. 
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WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES 


A new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
"Life," by "the prince of orators,” Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the  porersits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, " one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far a8 we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gi 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 25 cents, post-paid. 
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99 Tinfavette plana. New York. 
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fhe Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth.81. | | 
fhe Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
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Physical Education; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth. 81. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. | Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches < i Contribution to 
e Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
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Fraud & Crime, Oourage, a Necessity to Right 


The Poison of Slander, Living. 


Miss Wixon has taken as her mottoes in writing this beautiful book of 292 pages—which she 
has dedicated to the memory of her father and mother—these sentences from the works of a great 
synthetic philosopher and s gifted liberal minister: 

As with the physical, so with the ethical. A belier, as yet fitful and partial, ts beginning to 
spread amongst men, that here, also, there ts an tndissoluble bond between cause and consequence, an 
mezoravte destiny, A law unton altereih not.—Herbert Spencer. 

ng is an Art, a method of expressing great conceptions; tn fact, the highest method, 
noblest of the Arts.—Thomas Starr King. es ' £ ne 


Right Living" is well bound in cloth and printed on good paper. 
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AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE THAT 


The Pursuit of Pleasure is the Sine Qua Non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that The Promotion of Pleasure is the 
Duty of Philanthropy and Statesmanship. 


By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 


CONTENTS: f 
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Here are some of the verdicts on this remarkable 
men who are in every way qualified as judges of books: 


p 

This is a spirited, rattling sort of a book that skates right alon. er j i 
ont mih thought. whether the ve: is b vd not. Tt answers the RM elencate with 

4 i n onum o e, A] e £ i 
u que word, Plonsuro P. nadaeus £4 Wakeman, ; n real cause and motive of progress? 
e sharply attacks, also, modern methods of education, and in this he i 
borne out by the facts, and his arraignment is practically unanswerable. "His book is sitopether d 
curions and sug estive ono New. tork nf Mili ie Advertiser: 

The man who wrote this book knows how to write & book, and know: i iti . 
There is not a padded sentence in the volume, not an attempt to ‘All up. with words for le ‘Of 
knowledge. The author deals hard blows at shams and falsehoods, and hard blows for realities and 
truth. We do not see how anyone can read this book and disagree with the leading propositions, 
The work is-good; every chapter is worth reading. Itisa work of common-sense Socialism. The 
chapter on public schools ought to be put into a tract and sent to every teacher in the land. ‘Thou- 
Banc x of pentonoss are worthy of being framed s political marius and hung up all over the nation. 

" mi t nd 5 Over! 
Eri erp vere ide wide roadir Ero or its literary style, which is clear and incisive, but for 


After you read this book you will be as enthusiastic in praise of it as are the eloquent editor of the 
Investigator and the gallant President of the Canadian Secular Union, 


Pleasure and Progress” has 898 pages, is splendidly printed from large, clear type, on excel« 
lent paper, and costs, bound in cloth, $1; paper covers, 50 cents. 
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Jot for Parsons. 


Aprgoros of the fascinations of golf, I 
heard the other day of a Scotchman, a re- 
tired minister of the kirk, who was deplor- 
ing the tendency of the game to become a 
ruling passion, and also to induce bad 
language. ‘‘In fact,” he said, '*I had to 
giv it up for that reason.” *'Givup gu 
exclaimed his friend.  '*No," said his 
reverence, ‘‘the meenistry." — London 
Truth. 


Tug Lord himself has, it would seem, 
been known to throw some humor into the 
praying business. When Sir Cloudesley 
Shovel, the famous admiral, set out on his 
last expedition, there was a form of prayer 
composed by the archbishop of Canter- 
bury for the success of the fleet, in which 
his grace made use of the expression, 
that he **begged God would be a rock of 
defense to the fleet;” and God, it would 
&ppear, with grim humor, took him at his 
word, which occasioned the following lines 
to be put upon the monument set up for 
Shovel in Westminster Abbey, he being 
cast away in that expedition on the rocks 
called **'The Bishop and his Clerks": 


** As Lambeth prayed, such was the dire 
event, 

‘Else had we wanted now this monument, 

"That God nnto our fleet would be a rock; 

Nor did kind heaven the wise petition 
mock. 

"To what the metropolitan said then 

“The Bishop and his Clerks’ replied, 
‘Amen.’ " ` — Saladin. 


Tas following affidavit was filed in the 
court of common pleas in Dublin in 1822: 
** And this deponent further saith that on 
arriving at the house of the said defend- 
ant, situate in the county of Galway afore- 
said, for the purpose of personally serving 
him with the said writ, he, the said de- 
ponent, knocked three several times 8t the 
outer, commonly called the hall, door, 
but could not obtain admittance; where- 
upon this deponent was proceeding to 
knock a fourth time, when a man to this 
deponent unknown, holding in his hands 
a musket or blunderbuss, loaded with 
balls or slugs, as this deponent has since 
heard and verily believes, appeared at one 
of the upper windows of the said house, 
‘and, presenting said musket or blunder- 
lbuss at this deponent, threatened ‘that if 
said deponent did not instantly retire, he 
would send his [the deponent's] soul to 
hell,’ which this deponent verily believes 
he would hav done had not this deponent 
precipitately escaped.”—The Green Bag. 


STUTTERING BILL. 

A story I fain would tell you 
Of a ** love feast" long ago; 

"T'was told to me by a parson— 
Xt surely must be so. 


In the mountains of Kentucky 
The Methodists were ‘‘ having a time;" 
A preacher from down in the ‘‘settle- 
ments,” 
Was working the leading line. 


His fame became noised o'er the mount- 
ains 
ana brought sinners from hill and from 
eH, 
And many a ‘‘ shiner " repented 
In preference to going to hell. 


"They spoke at the love feasts at morning, 
And prayed in the meetings at night, 
And sang at all of the services 
Till the hills were all filled with delight. 


Among the nativs converted 
Was one called ‘‘ Stuttering Bill,” 

And.that he was to speak at the love feast 
Was noised from hill to hill. 


And ‘‘the boys” all fixed up a compact 
That when Bill began to speak 

They'd hav a little amusement, 
Because of his stuttering squeak. 


Now it seems that Bill had been dreaming, 
Like the Bible Joseph of old, 
Aud the incidents of one of the night 
previous 
He wished at the love feast to unfold. 


As he rose, he looked sober and thoughtful, 
Then he braced himself up for the fight, 

And began with his stuttering jargon: 

** T-I-I h-h-h-had a dream last night.”. 


But out in the audience before him 
Sounded a voice both mirthful and shrill, 
“We can’t hear you at this end of the 
church, sir; : 
"Will you speak a little louder, please, 
Bill?” 


Bill kindly took the suggestion, 

And summed up his courage and might, 
With one hand raised for a gesture— 
** ¥-I-I h-h-h-had a dream last night.” 


Then from all parts of the church-house, . 
Like demons from a hell of gun-powder, 

Came the voices of the moonshiners: 

t‘ Speak louder, Bill! Louder! LoupER!" 


Then Bill lost all his religion, 

And puffed like an overdosed rat, 
Catching breath for his greatest exertion— 
** G-g-g-go to hell! D'ye hear that?" 

—James Clarence Sousley. 
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The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 26t18 
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Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargnment ever made in acase 
of this kind, and will fo a model for the Bar so 
long as the Ohristians nse force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acnmen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never eqnaled. Wherever Ohristian per- 
secution is going on this argnmont shoul 
freely ciroulsted, read to the Christians, and ex- 
ponnded on every occasion. 
In paper, 25 cents; in cloth. 50 cents. 
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THE 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. Q. HoLyoAKE. Price, 5 cents 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzonaz J. ROMANES. 


As atematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon eyolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conelnsion regstuing the great snbject of 
Design, to which the church 80 often refers: 

m Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beanty, everywhere throngh- 
out organic nature we meet with abnndant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent, evidence of 
supernatural design. . . . Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation 1n a manner an 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmnch as the chango which has taken 
place haa taken place in the direction of natnral- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of natnre universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has snddenly 
awakened to & new and a terrible force in the 
words gi its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy od? : 

lustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address,’ THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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ii STEREOFDOBLIC EXHIBITIONS, co 
A profitable business fora man with a smali pital. 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 
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|J. D. Shayw's Books, 


taining eight chapters, 


i 
assumption that t| ble is & divine book of 
ure thougbt, and correct in all its ntterances. 
ce, 25 cents. 

Studies Iu Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man’s “creation,” and 
“curse,” theologically denominated “ the fall. 
Price, 10 cents. e 

The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible involving, questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 

The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 

ion that he was & divine 
tion of the der he was tho fnliliment of Old 
Restament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. | 

Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and ble eee ane 

Addrei T TH 
"38 Lafayette place, New York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND . 


The Assemblage. 


—— 


What they are: 


1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
and other ocoupants standing, showing Oolo- 
net Ingersoll, resident Rowley, 8. Put- 

nam, T. B. Wakeman, et ai. 


Colonel Ingersoll Causes n Smile. 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. E 


Mr, Putnam Reads A Poem, 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. ` 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 80th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottoes. No other pictnre of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Rochelle, on May 30th, and are historically. patri- 
Stically, and artistically Wen. valuable and will 
be prized by thonsands of Liberals who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the snbject and the occasion. The 
photographs are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
18 seventy-five cents each. 
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FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two yonng 
Is and a yonnger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair edncation, and 
mnch courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The anthor is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among blnff bnsiness-men, kind- 
hearted folks. and disrepntable hypocrits. It is 
just snch & story of hnman life as we shonld ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to_be interested in; and 
whatever he res and appreciates is sure to 
be Worth the attention of the rest of the world. 

rice, 25 cents. ess 
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Pen Pictnres of The World's Fair. Illns- 
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2 j tion of the Doctor's 
mportant medical ry—en Outa 

ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem. 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of suc. 
cess, Address, DR, R. P. FEL 
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EW- I wish to say that I am an ont-and-ont 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the laud 
wili give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and money on Ohristian dostors.—Dr. Fel- 
lows. 
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Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off from 


your mouth.—Joel i, v. 


JY ews of the Wook. 


Fresu cases of cholera are reported in 
Holland and Austria. 


In North Carolina the Republicans hav 
fused with the Populists. 


Four inches of snow fell in Montana, at 
Havre, on September 18th. 


Tux Iowa Populists demand an entirely 
new constitution for the United States. 


Tur Massachusetts Prohibitionists hav 
nominated A. W. Richardson for governor. 


Tas Prohibitionists of Colorado hav 
nominated George Richardson for gover- 
nor. 


Tr sultan of Turkey sends three hun- 
dred Turkish pounds for the forest fire 
sufferers. 


Tun Nevada Democrats hav nominated 
J. E. Gignoux for Congressman and H. P. 
Keating for governor, 


Tur Democrats of Pennsylvania hav 
nominated for Oongressmen-at- Large 
Thomas Collins and Henry Meyer. 


A sRRIOUS riot occurred between the 
Mohammedans and Hindus in the city of 
Pona, in Bombay Presidency, India. 


REAR-ADMIRAL EDWARD Y. MoCauLEX 
(retired), of the United States navy, died 
on September 14th, aged sixty-seven years. 


Kann Frisprica BRuasoH (Brugsch 
Bey), the Egyptologist, died in Berlin on 
September 10th. He was born Feb. 18, 
1827. 


Or each one hundred American farmers 
Bixty-one own their farms, and more than 
half of these hav no incumbrance what- 
ever. 


In Portugal, the publication of a literary 
work by a woman, without her husband's 
consent, frees him at once from his mar- 
riage vows. 


Premier Crispi of Italy says ihat so- 
ciety must accept Anarchy’s challenge and 
shout back the battle-cry, ‘‘For God, 
King, and Country.” 


Tuomas L. Jounson, the distinguished 
Ohio freetrader, was renominated for Oon- 
gress by acclamation by the Democrats of 
the Twenty-first district. 


Grave abuses are said to exist in the 
Connectiéut institutions for the care of 
the insane, and the asylum system is also 
declared to be very defectiv. 


Tur education aud charities amend- 
ments hav finally been adopted in the New 
York Constitutional Convention. Com- 
ment in editorial columns next week. 


Ir is reported from Washington that 
Democratic postmasters in several Repub- 
lican communities hav been rigorously 
boycotted by the patrons of the offices. 


Russia, like the other ‘‘ great powers," 
protests that its policy is one of absolute 
peace, and its finance minister, Dr. Witte, 
says in an interview that he regrets the 


war preparations of other powers, which ! 
continue to arm in spite of their profes- 
sions of desire for peace. 


On the night of September 10th there 
were killing frosts in northeastern Ne- 
braska and western Iowa. The crops 
Carnage were corn, flax, and garden 
ruck. 


Tas annual convention of the Canadian 
Union was held in Toronto on Sept. 7. 8, 
9. Capt. Robert C. Adams was reélected 
president, and J. 8. Ellis secretary. Look 
for report next week. 


Tue Republicans of Colorado ut a 
woman on their state ticket —Mrs. A. J. 
Peavy—for superintendent of public in- 
struction. The Populists also nominated 
a woman for the same office. 


Frve thousand more sheep hav been 
slaughtered in Colorado, this time near 
the Book Cliffs. Ranchers are in pursuit 
of the perpetrators of the crime and the 
shedding of human blood is probable. 


Tux Arkansas Populists are talkiug of en- 
joining Governor-elect Clarke from taking 
his office, although he has a majority of 
24,000 on the face of the returns. The 
Populists allege wholesale frauds. 


In Alabama the Kolbite-Jeffersonian 
Democrats are indorsing the Republican 
nominees for Congress, and the probabil- 
ities now are that there will be but two 
tickets in the field in that state this fall. 


SENATOR PEFFER is reported to hav said 
that Senator Martin cannot secure re- 
election because his course has not been 
satisfactory to the people of Kansas, and 
that he will be succeeded by a straight-out 
Populist. 


Last Sunday several Brooklyn and New 
York clergymen prepared ‘‘copy” for 
Monday newspaper advertising (type 
nearly all set on Sunday night) by deliv- 
ering sermons in denunciation of Colonel 
Ingersoll’s last article on suicide. 


ArTER one of the most heated: contests 
in the history of the organization, Col. 
Thomas G. Lawler, of Rockford, Ill., was 
elected commander-in-chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic over Col. Ivan N. 
Walker, of Indianapolis, by the narrow 
majority of eleven, in a total vote of 649. 


GrNERAL ANTONIO Ezra, the Salva- 
dorian refugee held for extradition by this 
government, has won in the extradition 
proceedings before Judge Morrow in San 
Francisco, and his friends are already 
figuring on how to make it uncomfortable 
for the present government of Salvador, 


A NEw disinfectant has been discovered 
in coke oven by-products. It is extracted 
from a previously-unknown oil intermedi- 
ate between the benzine series and the 
paraffin series. It possesses two of the 
most important desiderata in a disinfectant 
—insolubility in water and distribution by 
water. 


CONTROLLER Rozerts of this state for 
several months has been making a quiet 
investigation into the state’s landed inter- 
ests in the Adirondacks, and the result of 


| his efforts will lead to proceedings that 


may force some of the state’s sworn officers 
to indemnify the state heavily for betrayal 
of their trust. 


A MILITARY court of inquiry held to in- 
vestigate the conduct of several militia 
companies of the state of Washington 
during the late railway strike, has recom- 
mended the disbandment of Company O 
of Spokane and the discharge of Capt. J. 
W. Stearnes of Tekoa. Governor Mo- 
Graw has approved the finding. 


Nzw Yonx Populists put in nomination 
for governor Charles B. Matthews and for 
judge of the court of appeals Thaddeus B. 

akeman. To raise money for campaign 


purposes the friends of the party sent to |. 


the convention from all parts of the state 
fruits, vegetables, and: miscellaneous arti- 
cles and these were auctioned off at good 
prices. 


CARDINAL VAUGHAN, apoaking S at the 
Catholic conference in Preston, England, 
September 10th, said that the reunion of 
Christendom was coming nearer every day. 
Sorapid had been the movement in the 
Anglican church during the last fifty years 
that it had often been impossible to dis- 
tinguish between the Roman and Anglican 
churches. 


Tue result of the Democratic primaries 
in the Ashland district of Kentucky are 
apparently in doubt at this time (Monday 
morning). The Owens men claim that he 
has a plurality of 410, while the friends of 
Breckinridge assert that it is not more than 
169, and that the official count will be 
necessary to determin who is selected. 
There may be a contest. 


Tue New York police commissioners 
will discontinue trials of accused officials 
while the Lexow committee is pursuing its 
investigations, so as not to impede the lat- 
ter’s work. Witnesses who hav testified 
before the committee and the commission- 
ers are being arrested with surprising fre- 
quency. It looks much like persecution 
intended to terrorize others who may hav 
anything to tell. 


Tus state department has received a dis- 
patch from Minister Terrell at Constanti- 
nople stating that the explorations of Dr. 
Peters and Professor Heilpricht at Niffer, 
near Babylon, hav added one thousand 
years to the known history of the human 
race. The expenses of this expedition are 
borne by an association of Philadelphia 
gentlemen, formed under the name of the 
** Babylonian Exploratioy Fund.” 


Tus Memphis grand jury has returned 
three more indictments—-making thirteen 
in all—against persons implicated in the 
Millington lynching of six negro prisoners 
accused of setting fire to barns. Nearly 
all the men indicted are prominent citizens, 
most of them ex office holders, office 
holders, or aspirants for office. The grand 
jury uses very strong language in regard 
to the lynching, and intimates that it has 
been impeded in its work by certain offi- 
e 


Bx the terms of peace accepted by Chili 
and Peru at the close of their last war, 
Chili was to hold the Peruvian province of 
Tacna for ten years. The revenue derived 
from the nitrate beds of this province is 


enormous and as the end of the ten years 
term of Chilian control approaches it is 
found that that government has colonized 
the province with people who are strongly 
opposed to. becoming subject to Peru. 
The consequence is that there is great 
probability of another war between the 
two nations. : : à 


To our down expenses the government 
of Italy has decided to reduce the number 
of provinces from 69 to 28; of tribunals 
from 180 to 89; abolish the courts of 
cassation in Palermo, Naples, Florence, 
and Turin; convert twenty-three uni- 
versities into private institutions, and 
create state universities in Rome and 
Naples. The Catholics see in this a sign 
of degeneracy caused by the overthrow of 
the temporal power of the Pope, but it 
may more truly be said to be a wise out- 
ting down of expenses through the aboli- 
tion of useless offices, , . 


THE news from the Chinese-Japanese 
war is not very definit, but it appears 
that the Japanese hay lately suffered some 
considerable reverses. At least, they are 
not winning in a dash as they had hoped 
to do, and which seemed to be their only 
chance. The very latest is to the effect 
that the Japanese won a decided victory 
in Corea last Sunday, capturing the forti- 
fied town of Ping-Yang. The Chinese 
lostsixteen thousand men, killed, wounded, : 
and prisoners, including many high officers, 
among whom was the commander-in-chief 
of the Manchoorian army. 


Tux joint British- United States survey of 
the boundary line between Alaska and the 
English possessions has progressed so far 
that it is known that Mount St. Elias, here-. 
tofore supposed to be the highest peak on. - 
the continent, is not on the soil of the 
United States. Its altitude was found to be 
18,023 feet, considerably more than had 
been previously estimated, but less than 
that of two, if not three, other mountains 
a few miles further inland, on English ter- 
ritory. One of these, Mount Logan, is 
19,534 feet in hight, and the other two 
over-reach Mount St. Elias by several feet, 


THE BUT CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ica] sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very, un- 
varnished language, ind the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving, them to have been cruel, in- 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth,75 cents. i 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur-: 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- : 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated 2 story that Maria Monk was “no 

etter than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “ child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Anricnlar Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years & confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not. be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 
cents. 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 
masked,” from the "Master Key to Poperv,” 
etc. The workis a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth. 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham. Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 1t cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
Sa rene to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

» Daper, 10 cents, i 
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No.1. A Sunday Problem. DE 
Where does Sunday == |S o> 
begin, and where £ x PA. 7 

‘does iE end ? 


Ln cai 


Seturda 
with the mative: 
but at one second , 
past midnight itis “J 
Monday with the 
white ram. Therefore 
it follows that the 
one must Keep Satur- 
for Sunday, and 


MIDNIGHT 


A Missionary Scheme. 
Tux Terors SxrkEs has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Truro SEEKERS hay been scattered broadcast over 
the land. | 
With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer’s work is done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 
Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food forthought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered” and never can be. 
What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
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hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hay one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least, before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
TrurH Surxer, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously ke 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 

If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public maa or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in bis pulpit. Or they can send us the fund 


SIDER. 


and we will maké the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifterentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


e 


Will some friend in each of the states of Califor- 
nia, Idaho, Montana, Washington, and Wisconsin 
send to Judge Hector W. Haight, of Farmington, 
Utah, a copy of the constitution of his or her state 
or giv him the address of the Secretary of State? 
The Freethinkers of Utah are very anxious to draft 
a perfect constitution for the coming state, and 
they want to see just what has been done in other 
commonwealths. If any Freethinker in any of the 
states named, or in any other, knows of a particu- 
larly good provision in the organic law of his 
state, it will be well to transcribe it and forward to 
Judge Haight. That earnest Freethinker will be 
very thankful for any information that will help 
him and his co-workers to bring about the desired 
result—the establishment of a free state for a free 
people. 


If Cain’s wife was from a different race than 
Adam and Eve, who created her in their image? 
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For $6.50 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEkEB one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam's “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought ” ($5). 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of. this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
Soll Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
zace. It reveais Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. t Foun 
HUNDRED YEARS or FRErTHOUGRT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 
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free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated Phiston 
Or. if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


PRED IIS IST 


Large Octavo, 1150 -Great Works Complete "($3). 


For $5 we will send Tue Taura Szexer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
This edition of Paine's works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago,. and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tue Truta Szrxzr one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

"For $4.50 we will send Tuz Truru Szzxzr one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four . 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Sexxer one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truta SEEKER one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book”. in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tus Truru Szzxer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Terura Seeger one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Oomically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 
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In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's *Age of Reason" to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good ean be done by letting 
people read Tue Truru Srzxer for awhile. To this end we 
make the following offer: 


To New Trial Subseribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tue Taur 
Serxeg for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 
this at the rates given. 

.. We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 
they will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


5.00 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers: 
he will not only get his own free, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses. or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. i i 
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FOUNDED BY D, M. BENNETT. 


if the only standard of fitness for publie life had 
been mental and ethical capacity to faithfully trans- 
act the business of their respectiv offices? When 
you make a man a hypocrit you start him on a 
downward career which is the easiest road in the 
world to travel. 


of the clauses that I insist be put in this amendment is 
that it should be checked. 

** What is there that exists among these institutions in 
the city of New York that tends to pauperizing? In the 
first: place, children are placed by their own parents 
even, without commitment, or, if a commitment is 
wanted, by going to the first magistrate and having their 
own children, whom they are perfectly well able to sup- 
port, put upon these institutions for their support in very 
large numbers. 

** And then there is another abuse grawiag out of it, and 
that is that children are kept there, not as & temporary 
refuge, but for years and years, up to the age of sixteen, 
I believe, long after they ought to be placed in families 
and no longer held to be raised as paupers, if you please, 
or 8emi-paupers, in one of these institutions. 


E. M. MAODONALD, - - ~ - - Editor and Manager. 
. 38 LAFAYETTE PLAOE, NEW YORK. 


State Aid to Charitable Institutions. 


The New York Constitutional Convention is 
finally through with its work on the constitution of 
this state, so far a8 education and charities are con- 
cerned. The educational amendment was accepted 
in precisely the form that we hav heretofore quoted 
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institutions, any year, any week, or any day, and lay its 
hands upon this child, and upon that child, and say: 
* You shall not receive one dollar for that child, because 
its parents are perfectly able to support it.’” 

If these institutions did not receive from the 
state, for the support of each of its wards commit- 
ted to their care, more than the support of the child 
costs, they would very quickly and effectually guard 
against being imposed upon in this way by scheming 
parents. But so long as there is a per capita 
profit they are well content with the system. If 
the state cared for them in its own institutions, 
under a system of rigid inspection by officers 
changed with each inspection and the time of in- 
spection always kept a secret beforehand, the evil 
might be reduced toa minimum. As matters now 
are there is no show for the taxpayer. Mr. Choate 
was told of a man in Albany who had a job about 
the capitol at twenty-two dollars per week and who 
had three children in one of these institutions! 
Abuses such as this can be prevented, Mr. Choate 
thinks, by giving the commissioners of charities 
ample powers of inspection and removal. He says: 

** And there is another thing as to these children—they 
are kept very long after they ought to be in families and 
attendants upon the public school. I want the same 
power, the public arm, to reach within those institutions : 
and say: 'These children you may keep as long as you 
please on your own money, but not a dollar of public 
money shall be paid for them after they hav reached an 
age and condition when they ought to hav been turned 
out of this pauper establishment.’ ” 

That these institutions are receiving far more 
public money than they spend in the care of wards 
of the state is intimated by Mr. Choate in this par- 
agraph : 

s‘ Then there are other things that result from this 
same cause. These institutions are being built up. The 
founders and the patrons and the managers being very 
much interested in them, it is their earnest desire to 
build up the institutions, and they get in ss many as they 
can and keep them ss long as they can. And Iam not 
speaking of any one sect. Now, what will happen ? This 
constitutional amendment being ordered, the state 
Board of Charities will lay down rules and regulations, 
and this abuse to which I refer can be and will be rooted 
out, The admission will be made more difficult, and the 
exit will be made more easy. The difficulty is that it is 
infinitly easy to get a child into one of these institutions 
and infinitly difficult to get it out. So, then, instead of 
having to provide for 18,000, that number ought to be 
reduced by at least one-half." 

Still nothing is discussed but mitigation; the 
tearing up of the wrong by the roots is not consid- 
ered. The proposed amendment provides for the 
secular education of the inmates of such institu- 
tions. But fifty per cent of them should receive 
that education in the common schools, Mr. Choate 
thinks: 

ss The provision that shall be made for the maintenance 
of secular education in these institutions savors of the 
terrible evil that exists there. I care not if they are bet- 
ter fed and better clothed and better taught than they 
would be at home. That is not the question. Are they . 
proper wards of the state? Are they mendicants? I be- 
lieve that one-half of them are not. They ought to be 
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Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


upon turning to the text of the two sections we hav 
quoted below. 

Mr. Choate has been one of the leaders in the 
movement for a change of status as regards the sup- 
port of education and charity, and he was one of 
the chief speakers in the Convention on the 14th 
inst. In the beginning of his remarks he said that 
for very many years he had been connected with 
the State Charities Aid Society and with the Society 
.for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. When 
he first came to the Convention he found that a 
“ very decided raid” was being made upon the Con- 
vention with the intention of preventing the pay- 
ment of any money whatever to any sectarian insti- 
tutions, and if the charges which he had heard 
before the assembling of the Convention, concern- 
ing ‘alleged abuses in some of those institutions, 
had been sustained, “ perhaps it would hav justified 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draJt on -New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make drafts, checks, post-optce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

`` , 88 Lafayette place, New York. - 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
renders if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


. Plain Enough. 

Anent the publie protest of Mary Desha against 
the re-election of Colonel Breckinridge or the elec- 
tion of any other man of similar character from the 
Ashland district, and her enumeration in the same 
category with Colonel Breckinridge of ex-Repre- 
sentativ Taulbee and Colonel Thompson, the New d ] 

` York Independent says: the cutting off of all public money from them.” 

‘Why should the Kentucky delegation in Congress After inve:tigation he was satisfied that the charges 
hav had such a reputation for immorality? What is there | Were unfounded and had their soarce in a sentiment 
peculiar in the civilization of that state? There has not | with which he had no sympathy—namely, “a fear, 


been any lack of religious teaching. We hav been told | a hatred for the Roman Catholic church as a relig- 
that there is not an Infidel in Kentucky. But that state | ioi. body." Then he added: 


“has long been famous for the lawless violence, the ven- 
** Tf it were an original question, I should be in favor 


detta feuds of its mountain region; and now one who Á n 
knows it thoroughly says that its Blue Grass section | of prohibiting the use of any public money, the applica- 
tion of any public money, to any private charity, and I 


sends to Congress the most immoral delegation in Wash- 
ington. The statement seems justified by the fact that think you will see in a few minutes that there is ground 
a man of fine birth and connections and great ability just | for that. But, as I consider unfortunately, some twenty 

years ago this state, as a state, departed from that rule. 


convicted of adultery and perjury, expects nevertheless 
They found these children in public institutions herded 


to be returned to Congress from its proudest district. | +4°Y ren 1 
What is the reason of this bad pre&minence? How will |in with paupers and criminals, and so the state deliber- 
ately entered by its law upon a scheme of using the 


the men who hav had the care of the. morals and religion c tar i 
of the state explain it; or will they simply ignore it and | agency of private charities for the purpose of taking care 
of the wards of the state." 


not think it worth while to print Miss Desha's letter?" 
The Zndependent's perplexity is somewhat amus- | While such was the origin of the existing system 
there is found in that fact no justification for its in- 


ing, when we take into consideration the common 
orthodox idea, which it apparently shares, that the | definit continuance if any better system can be ap- 
plied, of which there can be no doubt. Mr. Choate 


' “Infidel” is to be expected to be a villain and the 
Christian a paragon of all the virtues. It cannot | himself shows that grave abuses hav developed, and 
understand why there should be any exception to | it is reasonable to suppose that they will not grow 
the good old rule. By the way, our National Re-|less as the years pass if a radical change is not 
instituted. It remains to be seen what the state 


former friends should giv a thought to this Ken- 

tucky marvel. Mary Desha wants a man elected to | Board of Charities will do to remedy conditions, if 

Congress from the Ashland district who has “brains | the proposed amendment is adopted and they are 
thus given new powers. Messrs. Choate and Lau- 


enough to know that it is a man’s actions and not 
his religious twaddle that make for righteousness, | terbach state that there are dependent upon the 
eighteen hundred thousand people of this city 


and not brains enough to fool a whole community 
for half a century into thinking him a Christian and | eighteen thousand children of charity, or one 
for each one hundred persons. In the rest of the 


a gentleman, when he is directly the reverse.” But 
state there are eight thousand dependent upon four 


do not the theocrats and others of related bent of 
mind fear that, in striving to keep out of office all but | million seven hundred thousand people. Why has 
New York city such an excessiv proportion of these 


Christians, they will merely succeed in getting good 
berths for men who hav not only brains enough to | dependent ones? Let Mr. Choate answer: 


make a skilful use of “religious twaddle,” but also 
enough to fool whole communities into thinking 
them to be Christians? In other words, are not 
the Covenanters and moralists offering big rewards 
for hypocrite, and will they not get them, and in 
the end find in official positions ten times the num- 
ber of shady characters that would hav got there 


** Now, how does that come? Of course, it ought not 
to be that there should be for one hundred persons in a 
great city like New York a child dependent upon charity 
for support. Now, I will tell you how it has come about. 
It has come about by this very method of dispensing pub- 
lic charity through private institutions. It has tended to 
the pauperizing of a whole people, and there is an abuse 
that certainly ought to be checked, and the object of one 
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thrown back on their parents; they ought to be thrown 
out of these institutions, placed in families, and put where 
they ean be taken care of in the ordinary way, as mem- 
bers of society and attendants upon the publie school.” 

And after you hav taken out all of those who 
should not be there, what then’ How should those 
who remain be educated? The gentleman says: 

** As for the matter of religious education, why, there 
cannot be any two opinions about that. The religion 
that a child is born in is the best for that child, at any 
rate until it ean attain the years when it can think and 
act for itself. Let every institution, let every parent, let 
every sect teach its own child in its own tenets, and teach 
those at its own expense, but the reading, writing, and 
arithmetic must be provided by the public.” 

The trouble is right here. If the state appropri- 
ates money to sectarian institutions for the secular 
education of its dependents, how will it be deter- 
mined that this money is fairly expended for that 
purpose? Whois to tell that religious instruction 
has not monopolized the lion’s share of an appro- 
priation? Will two sets of teachers be employed ? 
Hardly. But here are the two sections of the pro- 
posed amendment which bear upon the question at 
issue between genuin friends of the secular state 
and theocratic Christians. Let us see what they 
say: 

** Nothing in this constitution contained shall prevent 
the legislature from making such provision for the edu- 
cation and support of the blind, the deaf and dumb, and 
juvenil delinquents, as it may deem proper, or prevent 
any county, city, town, or village, from providing for 
the care, support, maintenance. and secular education of 
inmates of orphan asylums, homes for dependent chil- 
dren, or correctional institutions, whether under publie 
or private control. 

“ Payments by companies, cities, towns, and villages 
to charitable, eleemosynary, correctional, and reforma- 
tory institutions, wholly or partly under private control 
or care, support, and maintenance, may be authorized, 
but shall not be required, by the legislature. No such 
payments shall be made for any inmate of such institu- 
tions who is not received and retained therein pursuant 
to rules established by the state Board of Charities. Such 
rules shall be subject to the control of the legislature by 
general laws.” 


What is gained, then, by this charities amend- 
ment? One thing and one thing only, ¿if the 
commissioners do their duty; nothing if they do 
not. If they do their duty, their inspection of 
these institutions will in a large measure prevent 
the abuses of which Mr. Choate has told us—the 
orphanages and reformatories will not be over- 
crowded with children who hav no business there, 
and so the state will be saved one big item of ex- 
pense. But the adoption of this amendment will 
not touch the principle of state aid to sectarian in- 
stitutions; by authorizing the appropriation of 
public money to pay for secular education therein 
it opens the way for the grossest abuses as regards 
religious instruction; giving the legislature the 
power to ‘authorize * companies, cities, towns, and 
villages " vo make payments to charitable, eleemosy- 
nary, correctional, and reformatory institutions, 
wholly or partly under private control, care, sup- 
port, and maintenance," is to greatly aggravate 
the actual and potential evils of the present system, 
and, finally, we hav the specific declaration that 
nothing in the constitution (including, of course, 
the pending amendment forbidding appropriations 
to sectarian schools), shall operate to prevent the 
full harvest of wrong and disaster from being 
reaped by the people of this state. The sum 
total of effect of the two amendments taken 
together is that no state money can be appropriated 
to parochial schools. Sectarian “charities” can 
still fatten on the public; sectarian teachers will 
still be paid for imparting alleged * secular" in- 
struction within their walls; the Bible will re- 
main in the publie schools, and prayers and hymns 


will eontinue to echo there; state funds will still, 


go to the institutions of higher learning, despite 
their religious services—all they will hav to guard 
against will be the preaching of “ denominational ” 
tenets—they can advocate the general principles of 
Christianity all they please. 

To us this whole struggle in the Constitutional 
Convention has all the appearance of having been a 
sectarian farce, cunningly played with high tragedy 
stage properties. We do not believe that it was 
ever the intention of any of the “powers behind 
the throne” to do one thing more than has been 


done. We believe that it was all along the inten- 
tion to do just that thing and stop. Every act 
that has been done and every act that has been left 
undone points straight to this conclusion. It was 
never the intention of any of the Protestant soci- 
eties with bigh-sounding names which hav been 
engaged openly or secretly in this business to se- 
cure an amendment that would effect all sects, that 
would operate to actually and completely separate 
church and state. None of these societies, as a 
society, has a bit of sympathy with the Demands of 
Liberalism. One of these organizations claimed 
to hav one hundred and ten of its members among 
the delegates to the Republican state conventiou 
the other day, and they were able to easily defeat 
a gentleman who wanted the nomination for 
lieutenant-governor. “His boom withered in an 
hour,” although his following had been very strong. 
It was intimated that the association had at its 
command one hundred thousand votes, which 
would be cast against the party if the convention 
refused to heed the warning. We mention this 
incident here to show the strength of these orders, 
and we insist that the power which could thus bend 
a great party to its will could hav forced the ma- 
jority in the Constitutional Convention—said ma- 
jority representing the same party—to prepare and 
submit an amendment that would not hav left a 
vestige of the union of church and state in the 
Constitution and laws of the state of New York. 
It could hav done this. It did not do it. It did 
not want to do it. Its affiliated societies did -not 
want to doit. They did not want to do a single 
thing that would militate against Protestant control 
of education. And they did not. What they did do 
did not hav its inspiration in universal and elevated 
principles of statesmanship, but in sectarian par- 
tialism and hatred. They made a great pretense of 
cutting off state appropriations to sectarian institu- 
tions, but undoubtedly the ridiculous outcome is 
precisely what from the first it was intended to be 
by the leaders. A large proportion of such insti- 
tutions are under Protestant control, and here they 
could not damage the Catholics without hurting 
their own brethren. To hav made instruction in 
the public schools wholly secular would hav been a 
blow at both Protestantism and Christianity itself, 
as they view the question of education. But as the 
Catholics are the only ones who wish separate 
schools, it was very easy to be “ patriotic.” 

Completely divorce church and state; in this 
only is safety. Á 


As it was in the Chicago Times that Mr. Putnam 
read the Cleveland resolution unfortunately adopted 
by the Topeka Convention, he sent to that paper a 
disclaimer of sympathy with the form, spirit, and 
substance of the resolution, and accompanied his 
protest with a copy of the Demands of Liberalism, 
which he said constituted the sole platform of 
organized Freethought. His communication and 
the Demands were printed in full. 


Under the side head of “ Purity,” a late number 
of the Christian Statesman had this item : 

‘í Kentucky horsemen hav organized for the avowed 
purpose of defeating Congressman W. C. P. Breckin- 
ridge if he is nominated. For that purpose $20,000 hav 
been raised and it will be placed where it will do the 
most good.” 

It is slightly dubious where the “ purity " comes 
in, when we reflect how such large campaign funds 
are usually employed. And then without doubt a 
good share of that $20,000 was won on the race track, 
which still further complicates the purity problem, 
especially for the Christian Statesman people. j 


In time of peace prepare far war; in two or three 
months Congress and the state legislatures will be 
in session again, and then the theocrats will be 
ready for work. They never sleep, and we must 
not until this is a secular republic beyond chal- 
lenge. Be prepared to codperate with the Free- 
thought Federation when the time comes to meet 
the enemies of religious liberty in the halls of legis- 
lation. Secure subscribers for THE TRUTH SEEKER; 
sell Liberal books and distribute Liberal tracts; 
effect an organization of our people, whenever 
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possible, and keep yourselvs and your neighbors 
thoroughly informed as to the designs and move- 
ments of the aggressiv church party. 


At a meeting of the Ministers’ Alliance of Denver, 
Rev. R. N. Barnes made a plea for a combination 
of the churches to work against the taxation of the 
property of the ecclesiastical corporations, and a 
committee of three was appointed to take the mat- 
ter under advisement. That was a decidedly cool 
proceeding, and it is safe to say that it will hasten 
rather than retard the coming.of the day when 
every dollar’s worth of church wealth will bear its 
just share of the public burdens. The unjust privi- 
lege which its beneficiaries find it necessary to com- 
bine to retain is nearing its term, and its destruc- 
tion is inevitable in the near future. 


The Presbyterian Journal tells us that a “ ruling- 
elder” says that recently at a seaside resort, in & 
hotel where there were hundreds of guests, the 
most of them church members, he was the only one 
who went to church on Sunday. He is satisfied 
that great numbers of professing Christians fail to 
take their Bibles with them when they go on their 
vacations, and leave behind their church-going and 
other devotional habits. Why not? With most of 
them church-going is only a social duty, more or 
less perfunctorily performed, and when people go 
away on vacation they go to rest, do they not? 
Why then continue to work on Sunday? 

Proscription for opinion’s sake is utterly distaste- 
ful to the true Freethinker. He does not believe 
in the political, social, or business ostracism of 
those whose beliefs differ from his own. He attacks 
creeds, not those who accept them. If they at- 
tempt to force their beliefs upon him through the 
law, he will defend himself as the occasion and his 
danger demands. But he will not defame the 
masses of a church nor of a race, nor attempt their 
disfranchisment or banishment because of the 
offensiv utterances or invasiv acts of individuals. 
Freethought judges men by their own personal 
conduct, not by the personal conduct of their: 
fellow-countrymen or their fellow-believers, nor yet 
by their creed label or their mother tongue. Only 


the narrowest sectarists are guilty of this offense. 
PHONES ee 


Please look over (not overlook) what we hav to 
say on page 610. There you will see how to get 
some very valuable books on decidedly favorable 
terms. The premiums offered—which include Put- 
nam’s masterpiece, “ Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought ”—are books that every Freethinker wants 
in his house, and now is the time to begin to look 
out for reading matter for the long winter evenings. 
In connection with our successful * Missionary 
Scheme” of sending eight copies of the “Age of 
Reason” to separate addresses for $1, we now in- 
vite our subscribers to hav Tug Trora SEEKER for- 
warded to their Christian or other friends on trial 
for three months for only fifty cents. It should be 
easy to secure clubs of trial subscribers in every 
neighborhood. Anyway, read page 610. 


Is it coming to this that ministers cannot say 
what they please in their prayers? Can they no 
longer call people sinners and direct the scoffing 
attention of their neighbors to them in their (the 
preachers’) confidential talks with God? Rev. J. 
W. Campbell, of the First Methodist church of Los 
Angeles, California, is in trouble because he prayed 
after this fashion for Miss Tessa L. Kelso, librarian 
of the publie library of that city: “ O Lord, vouch- 
safe thy saving grace to the librarian of the Los 
Angeles city library, and cleanse her of all sin, and 
make her a woman worthy of her office.” . Miss 
Kelso did not like the implication in this prayer, 
and so she has sued Mr. Campbell for damages in 
the sum of $5,000. It seems that there was in the 
library a book in the French language (which lan- 
guage Miss Kelso does not read), and that volume is 
the cause of the trouble. During more than a year 
the work was taken out but once, as the record shows. 
Then a clergyman got hold of it, and soon there- 
after about every official and many unofficial pious 
persons in the city had gone to the library for the 
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book. This shows what a keen scent some classes of 
people hav. But if Miss Kelso wins her suit some of 
them may hereafter be a little careful about giving 
themselvs away in the pulpit. If the California 
courts decide that libellous prayers are not “ privi- 
leged communications,” the preaching industry will 
be shorn of one of its most spicy attractions for 
both the actors and the audiences. 


_ ro 


It is currently reported that all members of the 
Salvation Army are ordered to read nothing but the 
Bible and such literaturé as comes from Army head- 
quarters. If this istrue, what becomes of the asser- 
tion that Protestants lay no interdict upon the free 
investigation of all questions, which assertion has 
been made almost in terms by one nominally not a 
Protestant? As a matter of fact and of course, all 
churches much prefer that their adherents should 
leave severely alone whatever publications are not 
wholly friendly to their doctrins, and nearly all of 
them are prepared to exert all the moral influence 
and ecclesiastical authority that they can command to 
secure a complete tabooing of all hostil literature. 
Fortunately for the freedom of the press and of 
speech, there area multitude cf sects and many 
cliques and parties, which find it impossible to har- 
monize their conflicting opinions and interests and 
in combination crush out dissent. In this aspect 
of the struggle in this country, it is not pleasant to 
perceive indications of “Christian union.” We 
already know the danger of such a confederation. 
Where the sectarists hav united on so-called “moral” 
grounds they hav given us some of the worst legis- 
lation that curses our people. : Freethinkers should 
avoid affiliation with all religious or semi-religious 
socities the tendency of whose work is to help 
break-down the barriers between the sects. Until 
such time as evolution has accomplished its perfect 
work and developed a new school of theologians 
having no desire to persecute for opinion’s sake, 
our safety will depend chiefly on the maintenance 
of a “balance of power" between the various de- 
nominations. 

pe ge e 
. It is a very convenient arrangement to hav relig- 
ion and political government united; by this 
plan the “powers that be” can bring to the sup- 
port of any questionable governmental measure the 
united army of priests of the state church. No 
doubt our American theocrats hav carefully consid- 
ered this, and hence their phenomenal activity in 
the work of Christianizing the Constitution and 
laws. We here call their attention to a Russian 
law, “ promulgated lately by the Czar himself.” It 
makes duelling obligatory upon all officers of the 
army, not only when they think themselvs insulted, 
but likewise when others think they hav cause for 
an appeal to the code. No matter if the principals 
themselvs can see no cause for fighting, they must 
fight nevertheless if the “court of honor,” insti- 
tuted in accordance with the new law, decides that 
they must do so. If either refuses to obey the 
command he must leave the army. It has already 
happened that duels hav taken place over some 
word carelessly spoken when the challenger and the 
challenged were the best of friends and had no de- 
sire whatever to imperil each other’s lives. But one 
officer has had the courage to refuse to fight when 
ordered to do so by the “court of honor.” “He 
had no abstract objection to dueling itself, 
but he had a decided objection to kill or maim in 
time of peace a man who had done him no ill what- 


ever.” It is somewhat peculiar, were we to judge 


religion by the pretensions of its advocates, that. 


since the promulgation of the imperial ukase named, 
dueling has been taken under the protection of 
the orthodox church. Is there any iniquity which 
state-fed Christianity will not sanction if that in- 
iquity is winked at or committed by the power that 
feeds it? Is there any single event or lesson in the 
history of the world that would encourage us to 
work for or permit a closer alliance of religion and 
politics in the United States? 


What a contrast there is. between the broad, 
statemanlike, humanitarian attitude of Colonel In- 
gersoll on the question of equal religious liberty, 


and the narrow, bigoted, vindictiv, Christain posi- 
tion taken by a Western paper that weekly givs 
forth a burlesque version of Freethought princi- 
ples! Read again (on page 614 of this issue, bot- 
tom of first column,) the eighth paragraph of the 
interview reprinted from the New York Herald, 
and then contrast its spirit and its fidelity to facts 
with the spirit and wild assertions of the pollowing 
excerpt from the paper indicated : 


**'The happiest day for this country will be the day 


when a war is inaugurated for the extermination of the 
Catholic conspiracy from this continent. The Catholic 
church is in no sense a religion, it is a political organiza- 
tion, whose purpose is power and plunder. Theinfamous 
and bloody organization should be ousted from American 
soil, Not being a system of religion, but a sys- 
tem of plunder, and the enemy of liberty, it cannot claim 
the protection of our constitution and laws. It has never 
done anything but plot and conspire against liberty, and 
extort a living from the hand of honest labor. Do we 
need snch an institution in this country?" 

As we hav repeatedly declared and as Colonel 
Ingersoll clearly shows, an overwhelming majority 
faithful to freedom needs not to resort to persecution 
in order to defend itself from the machination of any 
minority, even were that minority unanimously hos- 
til to liberty. If the majority stands loyally for 
equal rights it cannot ostracise, imprison, nor ex- 
patriate ; if it ostracizes, imprisous, or expatriates, 
it betrays liberty and is therefore ten-fold more to 
be feared than the minority which it bullies and 
*exterminates." All that is needed is to stand 
inflexibly firm in defense of the secular state. 
Freethinkers can join in no sectarian crusades 
whose battle cries are but horrible echoes from the 
Dark Ages. 


Speaking of the memories aroused by the na- 
tional encampment of the Grand Army of the 
Republic in Pittsburg two weeks ago, the Christian 
Statesman says: 

** But the main thought that has come to our own mind 
has found no expression that we hav found in the daily 
papers or in the proceedings thus far of the encampment. 
And this thought is the gratitude we owe to God for sav- 
ing us from the destruction that threatened us in that 
dreadful period of our history. It is true, some of the 
pulpits of Pittsburg and Allegheny the preceding Sab: 
bath echoed and re-echoed the above and other kindred 
thoughts. But the expression of all such sense of obliga- 
tion to God is conspicnously wanting in the proceedings 
of the Grand Army of the Republic and in the reports 
and editorials of the daily press.. And this is the one 
lesson above all others that a reunion like this should 
impress upon the nation's heart." 

«The one lesson above all others” that would hav 
been impressed upon the mind of a really thought- 
ful person as he looked upon the marching columns 
of prematurely old and crippled men.would hav 
been the utter baselessness of the theological as- 
sumption that there was anything to thank a God 
for in connection with the Civil War. Nothing 
could be more illogical than that assumption. On 
the theory that God “doeth all things" and that 
therefore we should thank him because the 
rebellion did not eventuate in the destruction 
of the nation, it follows by a parity of reasoning 
that we should curse him for precipitating that awful 
conflict upon us. If there exists a God of infinit 
wisdom and power, no man or nation is under the 
slightest obligations to him for alleged favors. In- 
finit ability carries with it infinit responsibility. If 
it were possible that the god of Theism were an 


‘| actuality, the people of the United States, instead 


of thanking him because they managed to overthrow 
the rebellion, should loathe him and teach their 
children to speak his name in shuddering horror, 
because he had created them with the deliberate in- 
tention that they should, and the full knowledge 
that they would, be plunged into that hell of fratri- 
cidal strife. How much longer will apparently 
sensible men and women be victimized by this trans- 
parent confidence game of the medicin men? 


The New York Sun some time ago became very 
solicitous about the health of religious communi- 
cants. It fears microbes in the communion cup, 
and holds that instead of the common cup there 
should be an individual cup for egch communicant. 
This and other agitation has lead at least one 
church to try the innovation, while editors, doctors, 


preachers, and lay members of churches have joined 
in the discussion. Recently three correspondents 
of the Sun hav put themselvs on record in defense 
of the time-honored common cup. They hold that 
very few instances of contagion hav been reported, 
and that God will miraculously intervene to protect 
from infection all who partake of the sacred ele- 
ments in accordance with the example set by Jesus. 
In the words of the Sun, “they treat the scientific 
criticism of the practice by laymen as unjustifiable. 
irreverent, and blasphemous interference with a 
holy mystery, before which all mankind should bow 
with unquestioning faith and obedience.” To this 
the Sun replies that such is the position of the ex- 
treme believers, who think that St. James was right 
when he commanded that the faithful should not 
call a physician when sick, but should depend on 
the healing power of prayer. It also says that some 
Baptists exhibit this faith when they baptize con- 
veris in the river through a hole eut in the ice. 
According to this theory, ib continues, they should 
take no precautions if a vietim of small pox should 
come to the altar and drink from the cup. Then 
the newspaper drives the ardent devotees into a 
corner in this wise: 

“If God, in contravention of his natural laws, protects 
from the danger of contagion all those who drink from 
the common chalice at the communion, the presence at 
the sacrament of a victim of small-pox and his participa- 
tion init, would be powerless for harm to other communi- 
cants, whether they were vaccinated or not. If God 
guards one ceremony of his obligatory worship by the 
exercise of miraculous power, must he not also guard 
them all in the same way, so that the imposition of sani- 
tary regulations on the churches by the health department 
is impious and blasphemous? Neither can the fire de- 
partment enforce against them its prohibitory require- 
ments with a view to saving their congregations from 
danger, except by dishonoring the Almighty. Practi- 
cally, however, such safeguards are applied to churches 
like other places of public assembly, and piety recognizes 
their necessity and demands their enforcement.” 

iu i ee eae 

Rev. Johnston Myers, of Cincinnati, in common 
with very many of his fellow clergymen, appears to 
think that Colonel Ingersoll’s recent letters on the 
subject of suicide giv the gentlemen of the cloth an 
excellent opportunity to attack the eloquent Free- 
thinker. Mr. Myers seems to be even more careless 
of his facts than ministers usually are, which is say- 
ing a great deal. The New York papers reported 
that one of two persons who committed suicide to- 
gether in Central Park had read and made some 
written favorable comment on Colonel Ingersoll’s 
first letter to the World. This enables the vera- 
cious Mr. Myers to say: 

‘t Since Mr. Ingersoll set forth his defense twelve per- 
sons in and around New York city hav taken their own 
lives and made some mention of Mr. Ingersull’s theories.” 

_Evidently this representativ of God would make a 
good Oriental war correspondent. Here is another 
sample of his imaginativ products: 

‘A prominent unbeliever in this city said to me, ‘I 


think all the world is selfish and bad. I won't help any- 
one. When I die I wish them to bury me like a dog.’” 


Has Mr. Myers any objection to communicating 
the name and address of this “prominent unbe- 
liever" to us or to the secretary of the Ohio Liberal 
Society? But it is not until he begins to expatiate 
on courage that Mr. Myers becomes really eloquent. 
Hear him: 

** Infidelity is cOwardly. It takes courage to 
face the battle of life and fight it through to the end. It 
is the work of a shirk and a coward to bring disgrace and 
dishonor to otbers by ignominiously and cowardly giving 
up. - Infidelity makes men hopeless and cowardly, 
while the gospel makes them brave and cheerfnl.” 


It is impossible for one to realize how intense is 
Rev. Mr. Myer’s admiration for courage until he is 
made acquainted with the fact that the Liberals of 
Cincinnati hav found it entirely beyond their power 
to get him to debate the questions at issue between 
Christians and Freethinkers with any representativ 
of Liberalism in the country, although he never 
misses an opportunity to assail and misrepresent 
Freethinkers and Freethought principles. In ad- 
dition to the virtues already named, he is intensely 
“patriotic,” in the latter-day, secret society sense. 

Sig e 

If the love of God is in your heart enough so 
that you can see only virtue in him, there must : 
be something rotten about your heart. 
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Ingersoll’s Views on Religion. 
Interview tn the New York Herald. 

* Which do you regard as the better, Catholicism 
or Protestantism ?" 

** Protestantism,” said Colonel Ingersoll, “is bet- 
ter than Catholicism, because there is less of it. 
Protestantism does not teach that a monk is better 
than a husband and father, that a nun is holier 
than a mother. Protestants do not believe in the 
confessional. Neither do they pretend that priests 
can forgive sins. Protestantism has fewer ceremo- 
nies and less opera bouffe, clothes, caps, tiaras, 
miters, crooks, and holy toys. Catholics have an in- 
fallible man—an old Italian. Protestants have an 
infallible book written by Hebrews before they were 
civilized. The infallible man is generally wrong 
and the infallible book is filled with mistakes and 
contradictions. Catholics and Protestants are both 
enemies of intellectual freedom—of real education. 
The Catholic believes in education enough to make 
a Catholic of a savage, and the Protestant believes 
in education enough to makea Protestant of a Cath- 
olic, but both are opposed to education enough to 
make free men and women. 

“Nothing is more absurd than the Catholic creed, 
unless it be that of the Protestants, and nothing 
can be more absurd than the Protestant creed, un- 
less it be that of the Catholics. Both churches are 
the enemies of progress, and both sell sin and 
crime on credit. Both teach the doctrines of forgiv- 
ness Both tell the murderer if he will only repent 
he wil go straight from the scaffold to paradise. 
Both tell the thief that there will be more joy in 
heaven when he repents than over a hundred honest 
men. Both promise eternal reward for belief and 
both threaten everlasting pain for those who think. 
The Catholics have always persecuted to the extent 
of their power; so have the Protestants. The Prot- 
estants acted like fiends in Geneva, in Scotland, in 
New England, and the Catholics acted like fiends 
wherever and whenever they had the power. Be- 
tween the Catholics and the Protestants there has 
been about as much difference as there is between 
the crocodiles and alligators. Both have done the 
worst they could, both are as bad as they can be, 
and the world is getting tired of both. The world 
is not going to change either; both are to be rejec- 
ted.” 

“Are you willing to give your opinion of the 
Pope?” 

“It may be that the Pope thinks he is infallible, 
but I doubt it. He may think that he is the agent 
of God, but I guess not. He may know more than 
other people, but if he does he has kept it to him- 
self. He does not seem satisfied with standing in 
the place and stead of God in spiritual matters, but 
desires temporal power. He wishes to be Pope and 
king. He imagines that he hasthe right to control 
the belief of all the world; that he is the shepherd 
of all ‘sheep,’ and that the fleeces belong to him. 
He thinks that in his keeping is the conscience of 
mankind. So he imagines that his blessing is a 
great benefit to the faithful, and that his prayers 
can change the course of natural events. He is a 
strange mixture of the serious and comical. He 
claims to represent God, and admits that he is 
almost a prisoner. There is something pathetic in 
the condition of this pontiff. When I think of him 
I think of Lear on the heath, old, broken, touched 
with insanity, and yet, in his own opinion, ‘Every 
inch a king.’ 

“The Pope is a fragment, a remnant, a shred, a 
patch of the ancient power and glory. He is a sur- 
vival of the unfittest, a souvenir of theocracy, a relic 
of the supernatural. Of course he will have a few 
successors, and they will become more and more 
comical, more and more helpless and impotent as 
the world grows wise and free. I am not blaming 
the Pope. He was poisoned at the breast of his 
mother. Superstition was mingled with her milk. 
He was poisoned at school—taught to distrust his 
reason and to live by faith. And so it may be that 
his mind was so twisted and tortured out of shape 
that he now really believes that he is the infallible 
agent of an infinite God.” ` 7 

* Are you in favor of the American Protective As- 
sociation ?” 

** In this country I see no need of secret political 
societies. I think it better to fight in the open 
field. Iam a believer in religious liberty, in allow- 
ing all sects to preach their doctrines and to make 
as many converts as they can. As long as we have 
free speech and a free press I think there is no 
danger of the country being ruled by any church. 
The Catholics are much better than their creed, and 
the same can be said of nearly all members of or- 
thodox churches. A majority of American Catho- 
lies think a great deal more of this country tban 
they do of their church. When they are in good 
health they are on our side. It is only when they 
are very sick that they turn their eyes toward 


Rome. If they were in the majority, of course, 
they would destroy all other churches, and im- 
prison, torture, and kill all Infidels. But they will 
never be in the majority. They increase now only 
because Catholics come from other countries. Ina 
few years that supply will cease, and then the Cath- 
olic church will grow weaker every day. The free 
secular school is the enemy of priestcraft and su- 
perstition, and the people of this country will never 
consent to the destruction of that institution. I 
want no man persecuted on account of his religion. 
I give to every other human being every right that I 
claim for myself.” 

* Tf there is no beatitude, or heaven, how do you 
account for the continual struggle in every natural 
heart for its own betterment ?” 

* Man has many wants, and all his efforts are the 
children of wants. If he wanted nothing he would 
do nothing. We civilize the savage by increasing 
his wants, by cultivating his fancy, his appetites, 
his desires. He is then willing to work to satisfy 
these new wants. Man always tries to do things in 
the easiest way. His constant effort is to accom- 
plish more with less work. He invents a machine; 
then he improves it, his idea being to make it per- 
fect. He wishes to produce the best. So in every 
department of effort and knowledge he seeks the 
highest success, and he seeks it because it is for his 
own good here in this world. So he finds that 
there is a relation between happiness and conduct, 
and he tries to find out what he must do to pro- 
duce the greatest enjoyment. This is the basis of 
morality, of law and ethics. We are so constituted 
that we love proporticn, color, harmony. This is 
the artistic man. Morality is the harmony and 
proportion of conduct—the music of life. Man 
continually seeks to better his condition— not be- 
cause he is immortal—but because he is capable of 
grief and pain, because he seeks for happiness. 
Man wishes to respect himself and to gain the re- 
spect of others. The brain wants light, the heart 
wants love. Growth is natural. The struggle to 
overcome temptation, to be good and noble, brave 
and sincere, to reach, if possible, the perfect, is no 
evidence of the immortality of the soul or of the 
existence of other worlds. Men live to excel, to 
become distinguished, to enjoy, and so they strive, 
each in his own way, to gain the ends desired." 

* Do you believe that the race is growing moral 
or immoral ?” ; 

“The world is growing better. There is more 
real liberty, more thought, more intelligence than 
ever before. The world was never so charitable or 
generous as now. We do not put honest debtors 
in prison, we no longer believe in torture. Punish- 
ments are less severe. We place a higher value on 
human life. We are far kinder to animals. To 
this, however, there is one terrible exception. The 
vivisectors, those who cut, torture, and mutilate in 
the name of science, disgrace our age. They excite 
the horror and indignation of all good people. 
Leave out the actions of those wretches, and ani- 
mals are better treated than ever before. So there 
is less beating of wives and whipping of children. 
The whip is no longer found in the civilized home. 
Intelligent parents now govern by kindness, love, 
and reason. The standard of honor is higher than 
ever. Contracts are more sacred, and men do 
nearer as they agree. Man has more confidence in 
his fellow man, and in the goodness of human 
nature. Yes, the world is. getting better, nobler, 
and grander every day. "We are moving along the 
highway of progress on our way to the Eden of the 
future.” 


“Are the doctrines of Agnosticism gaining | 


ground, and what, in your opinion, will be the 
future of the church?” 

“The Agnostic is intellectually honest. He knows 
the limitations of his mind. He is convinced that 
the questions of origin and destiny cannot be 
answered by man. He knows that he cannot 
answer these questions, and he is candid enough to 
say 80. The Agnostic has good mental manners. 
He does not call belief, or hope, or wish a demon- 
stration. He knows the difference between hope 
and belief—between belief and knowledge—and hd 
keeps these distinctions in his mind. He does not 
say that a certain theory is true because he wishes 
it tobe true. He tries to go according to evidence, 
in harmony with facts, without regard to his own 
desires or the wish of the public. He has the cou- 
rage of his convictions and the modesty of his igno- 
rance. The theologian is his opposite. He is cer- 
tain and sure of the existence of things and beings 
and worlds of which there is, and can be, no evi- 
dence. He relies on assertion, and in all debate 
attacks the motive of his opponent instead of 
answering his arguments. - All savages. know the 
origin and destiny of man. About other things they 
know but little. The theologian-is much the same. 
The Agnostic has given up the hope of ascertaining 


Cultivate your heart and brain. 


the nature of the ‘First Cause, the hope of a&cer- 
taining whether or not there was a ‘First Cause.’ 
He admits that he does not know whether or not 
there is an infinit being. He admits that these 
questions cannot be answered, and so he refuses to 
answer. He refuses.also to. pretend. He knows 
that the theologian does not know, and he has the 
courage io say 80. 

“He knows that the religious creeds rest on as- 
sumption, supposition, assertion—on myth and 
legend, on ignorance and superstition, and that 
there is no evidence of their truth. The Agnostic 
bends his energies in the opposite direction. He 
occupies himself with this world, with things that 
can be ascertained and understood. He turns his 
attention to the sciences, to the solution of questions 
that touch the well being of man. He wishes to 
prevent and to cure diseases, to lengthen life, to 
provide homes and raiment and food for man, to 
supply the wants of. the body. 

“He also cultivates the arts. He believes in 
painting and sculpture, in music and the drama— 
the needs of the soul. The Agnostic believes in 
developing the brain, in cultivating the affections, 
the tastes, the conscience, the judgment, to the 
end that man may be happy in this world. He 
seeks to find the relations of things, the condition 
of happiness. He wishes to enslave the forces of 
nature to the end that they may perform the work 
of the world. Back of all progress are the real 
thinkers, the finders of facts, those who turn their 
attention to the world in which we live. The theo- 
logian has never been a help, always a hindrance. 
He has always kept his back to the sunrise. With. 
him all wisdom was in the past. He appealed to 
the dead. He was and is the enemy of reason, of 
investigation, of thought and progress. The church 
has never given ‘sanctuary’ to a persecuted truth. 

“There can be no doubt that the ideas of the 
Agnostic are gaining ground. The. scientific spirit 
has taken possession of the intellectual world. 
Theological methods are unpopular to-day, even in 
theological schools. The attention of men every- 
where is being directed to the affairs of this world, 
this life. The gods are growing indistinct, and like 
the shapes of clouds, they are changing as they 
fade. The idea of special providence has been sub- 
stantially abandoned. People are losing, and in- 
telligent people have lost, confidence in prayer. To- 
day no intelligent person believes in miracles—in a 
violation of the facts in nature. They may believe 
that there used to be miracles a good while ago, 
but not now. The ‘supernatural’ is losing its 
power, its influence, and the church is growing 
weaker every day. 

“The church is supported by the people, and in 
order to gain the support of the people it must re- 
flect their ideas, their hopes and fears. As the peo- 
ple advance the creeds will be changed, either by 
changing the words or by giving new meanings to 
the old words. The church, in order to live, must 
agree substantially with those who support it, and 
consequently it will change to any extent that may 
be necessary. If the church remains true to the 
old standards then it will lose the support of pro- 
gressive people, and if the people generally advance 
the church will die. But my opinion is that it will 
slowly change, that the minister will preach what 
the members want to hear, and that the creed will 
be controlled by the contribution-box. | One of 
these days the preachers may become teachers, and 
when that happens the church will be of some use." 

* What do you regard as the greatest of all 
themes in poetry and song ?” 

“Love and death. The same is true of the 
greatest music. In ‘Tristan and Isolde’ is the 
greatest music of love and death. In Shakspere 
the greatest themes are love and death. In all real 
poetry, in all real music, the dominant, the triumph- 
ant tone is love, and the minor, the sad refrain, the 
shadow, the background, the mystery, is death.” 

* What would be your advice to an intelligent 
young man just starting out in life?” 

“T would say to him: ‘Be true to your ideal. 
n. Follow the light 
of your reason.. Get all the happiness out of life 
that you possibly can. Do not care for power, but 
strive to be useful. First of all, support yourself 
80 that you may not be à burden to others. If you 
are successful, if you gain a surplus, use it for the 
gain of others. Own yourself and live and die a 
free man. Make your home. a heaven, love your 
wife, and govern your children by kindness. -Be 
good-natured, cheerful, forgiving, and generous. 
Find out the conditions of happiness, and then be 
wise enough to live in accordance with them. Cul- 
tivate intellectual hospitality, express your honest 
thoughts, love your friends, and--be just ‘to your 
enemies.’” : pb. GA ong e 

In his waning years Colonel Ingersoll, the silver- 
haired and silver-tongued, is nothing if not satirical 
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and his coming lecture on “The Bible,” which he 
. expects to deliver in all sections of the Union and, 

_ perhaps, in Europe, will be the most pungent and 
radical of all his assaults on the works of the Old 
and New Testaments. $ i 


Convention of the Canadian Secular Union. 


As stated last week in our News Column, the an- 
nual convention of the Canadian Secular Union was 
held in Toronto on September 7th, 8th, and 9th. 
We summarize below the full report of its proceed- 
ings contained in Secular Thought of Sept. 15th. 

The convention assembled in the rooms of the 
Toronto Secular Society, the Forum, Friday even- 
ing, Sept. 7th. . The president of the Canadian 

. Union, our good friend, Capt. R. C. Adams, pre- 
sided. The attendance was not quite solarge as on 
some former occasions, but when enthusiasm and 
. substantial results are considered, the convention 

' was the most successful of recent years. After a 
. solo by Mr. Ed Andrews, President Adams called 

the convention to order and, following & few pre- 
liminary remarks, read an address in which he said: 


It is the custom once in a year to take: the reckoning, 
verify positions, survey the past, and plan for the future. 
We hav met here to tell of the work of the past year, to 
sum up the progress of the cause, and to refresh our zeal 
and encourage our hopes by mutual conference. Our 
secretary, Mr. Ellis, will tell us of the status of our paper, 
Secular Thought, and others will narrate the progress in 
their localities and inform us regarding the outlook for 
reform. As president, I will giv a record of the efforts 
put forth for the advancement of Secularism. When I 
assumed the presidency of the Canadian Secular Union I 
took up, as the special work by which I desired to signal- 
ize my term of office, the reform of the oaths laws of 
Canada. ‘Last year the right of affirmation was obtained 
under the Dominion laws for all who hav conscientious 
scruples against the taking of an oath. I would urge 
every Secularist, for the sake of example, to take advan- 
tage of this right. Ihoped to be able to tell you this 
year that the same change had been secured for the prov- 
ince of Quebec, which now refuses to the unbeliever the 


right either to take the oath, make affirmation, or giv. 


evidence in a court of justice. A reform measure, de- 
feated last year through the opposition of the attorney 
general, will next winter come before the legislature, and 
we hav strong hopes of success. : 

While Secularism. teaches the consideration of man's 
welfare in this world and the ignoring of other worldli- 
‘ness, the proselytism of the church and its aggressions 
upon the equal rights of the citizen necessitate that we 
combine attacks upon supernatural religion with our 
positiv work for human advancement. We see that the 
social and economic evils of the present time depend 
largely for their support upon certain teachings of the 

Bible as interpreted by tbe Christian church. What 
there is of good in the church we will conserve, but we 
cannot be blind to her failings, and we must antagonize 
her wherever we find her obstructing the development of 
humanity. As she receives police and fire protection 
from the state she should pay taxes upon her property. 
Her ministers must eease to monopolize fifty-two days in 
the year by shutting up museums, art galleries, libraries, 
places of entertainment, and preventing travel on Sun- 

. day. They must cease their attempts to suppress the 
Sunday paper by law. It is because the Sunday paper 
is more interesting than the sermon that the clergy try 
to stop its publication. The church multiplies its meet- 
ings on week evenings in order to thwart the desire of 
the people for other occupation or recreation. It de- 
mands recognition in birth, marriage, and death. In the 
province of Quebec it opposes civil registration; a child 
is not deemed to hav been born unless 8 clergyman certi- 
fies to the fact, and a marriage without his blessing is 
illegal. Woman. is degraded by the restrictions and 
teachings of the church; tyranny finds its chief support 

in its edicts of submission to the powers that be; its 
preaching of contentment and alliance with the master 
hav kept the masses in subjection, and its proclamation 
of eternal woe has caused untold agony. By the procla- 
mation of belief in miracle and special creation it has 
fostered weakness and dependence and been the greatest 
foe of science. The progress of modern times is coinci- 
dent with the emancipation of society from ecclesiastical 
domination and the substitution of reason for dogmatic 

-` faith as a guide in practical life. : 

To destroy the hold of the church upon the minds of 

the people it is not only necessary to disprove its dogmas, 
but we must supplant its influence by supplying to the 
‘people in improved form such of its ordinances as are 
useful and hav become endeared by habit to the people. 
Among the most important of these are the weekly meet- 
ing and Sunday instruction for the young. Tt is a vital 
question—How shall we gratify the established taste for 
Sunday gatherings and giv the people something better 
than church diversions? To the majority of its attend- 
ants the church is even now only a religious fun club; but 
we must win them to a fun club that will not insidiously 
conspire against the political and mental liberties of 
mankind. : l 

It is not necessary to dwell upon the importance of 
sustaining our paper and sending out lecturers and litera- 
ture. These are the established means of effort. It is 
gratifying to notice how, through the enlightenment 
gained by education and the general diffasion of scien- 
tific knowledge, the principles of Secularism are rapidly 
spreading in harmony with the spirit of the age and are 
slowly but surely undermining the altar and the throne. 

We, the Secularists of Canada, should arouse ourselvs 
from our present indifferent submission to churehly 
bondage and resolve that the legal and social power of 

. the minister of supernatural religion sball be destroyed; 

that we shall so labor that the men of this country shall 

. cease to entertain the sophistries of theology and become 

emancipated from those cruel superstitions which in the 
past hav shed gloom upon the life of men and barred the 
path of progress with torch and ax. 


Upon the call of the president, the secretary, Mr. 


Ellis, gave an account of the work carried on in 
Toronto. He thought the Freethinkers were re- 
covering somewhat from the inactiv condition in 
which the departure of Mr. Watts had left them. 
There had been a successful season the past year; 
the debating club had held twenty-six sessions and 
had discussed a wide range of subjects; members 
had prepared a large number of original essays; a 
singing class had been carried on and it was in- 
tended to hold concerts during this season; the 
fortnightly socials had been very successful and 
would be continued; Sunday evening meetings had 
been kept up until hot weather; two or three the- 
ological debates had been held. Altogether, the 
season’s work had been permanently successful, and 
for the first time in several years there was a sur- 
plus in the hands of the treasurer. 

The committee appointed at the last convention 
to form a burial club had met and organized the 
club. A considerable amount of literature had 
been printed and issued recently. There had been 
a perceptible improvement in public sentiment 
regarding Freethinking and Freethinkers, evidences 
of which were to be.seen in the facts that the hall 
engaged for the Sunday evening meeting was re- 
fused to them only two years ago, and that most of 
the daily papers had contained notices of the conven- 
tion. 

Mesars. Ellis, Pringle, Kendall, and Lemay and 
Miss Ellis were appointed a committee on resolu- 
tions. The committee on Secular Thought was 
composed of Messrs. Wilson, Bourne, Johnston, 
Miss Sanderson, and Mrs. Densmore. Mr. An- 
drews gave another piano solo and then the hall 
was cleared for dancing, in which the evening was 
spent pleasantly. Refreshments were served at 
11:30 and dancing continued until about 1 o'clock. 

‘SATURDAY EVENING. 

Captain Adams in the chair. Music by Mr. 
Andrews. Next the secretary read letters from 
absent friends, among whom were Charles Watts, 
Judge Charles B. Waite, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
Dr. E. B. Foote, George E. Baxter, J. B. Thi- 
baudeau, F. H. Denton, and Charles Etler. The 
last-named gentleman wisely observed that the 
great Secular drift of modern times has been the re- 
sult of the two factors of the Bible and education, 
and it had its sure genesis in the outrageous de- 
mands made by the whole book upon the whole 
man. In fact, the “inspired word” is that double- 
edged “ sword, of the Lord” whose function it is to 
eut Christians into Secularists and fanatics. 

Captain Adams spoke feelingly of the brave men 
and women who had written the letters, and of 
whose sympathy and support the Canadians should 
be proud. He then snnounced the next order of 
business—the election of officers for 1894-5. He 
said that he had completed the work that he had 
mapped out when elected four years ago; that he 
now had a great deal of important business to at- 
tend to, which required his whole attention, and he 
would be unable to devote to the office in the fu- 
ture the energy which should be given to it. It 
was unwise to force one man to fill the office for so 
many years; other men should be called upon to 
take a share in the activ work, and he must decline 
to allow his name to be submitted as a candidate. 
Several gentlemen who were nominated for the 
office of president declined for various reasons, 
and finally Captain Adams allowed his name to 
stand, on the understanding that at the next elec- 
tion one of the nominees should replace him, and 
he was then re-elected by acclamation. Then the 
other officers were elected, as follows : 

. First Vice-President—Allen Pringle, of Selby. 

Second Vice-President—D. Densmore, of Toronto. 

Third Vice-President —W. G. Hay, of Listowel. 

Secretary—J. S. Ellis, of Toronto. 

Treasurer—A. Earsman, of Toronto. ý 

Executiv Committee—Geo. Martin, Montreal; Mr. 
Lockie, Waterloo; Mr. Wilson, Attwood; W. Algie, Alton; 
Mr. H. Falconer, W. Johnson, John Taylor, Mr. Lemay, 
and Miss Sanderson, Toronto. 

Mr. Firth then read his paper on “ The Religion 
of Humanity Compared with Christianity.” Fol- 
lowing this vigorous essay the president formally 
adjourned the convention till Sunday morning. the 
members remaining for an hour or so and taking 
part in an informal concert and entertainment. 

SUNDAY MORNING. 

On taking the chair shortly after 10 o’clock, the 
president called for the report of the committee on 
resolutions, which were read and submitted seriatim. 

In reference to the engagement of a lecturer, it 
was suggested that an effort ke made to induce 
Charles Watts to return to Canada, but after dis- 
cussion it was generally conceded that the financial 
difficulties in the way are too great. The question 
of literature for distribution came up. Miss Hep- 
burn said that it was important that the pamphlets 
be ofa very simple character. Mr. Ellis made a 
financial statement regarding the condition of 


Secular Thought, and showed that some increased 
and organized effort would be necessary to enable 
the paper to be continued in its present shape. 
Sufficient assistance had been promised to insure 
the continued existence of the paper, but he wished 
to maintain it at its present standard, if not to raise 
it to a higher one. Correspondence revealed, he 
said, that the present state of things was in a large 
measure due to the almost universal financial de- 
pression. He had personally lost a large sum in 
issuing the paper and incurred a heavy liability and 
could go no further. Unless the Union supported 
the work more liberally than during the past year a 
change would be necessary. William McDonnell 
said that while such immense sums were given to 
maintain superstitious organizations of all sorts, 
surely the Freethinkers could easily maintain one 
paper. Captain Adams said that he would himself 
giv $25 and would collect $100 in Montreal. In a 
few minutes signatures were obtained to pledges 
for $240. 

Mr. Hugh Falconer read the next paper, which 
was on “The Church in Politics in Ontario.” 
There is no state church in Ontario, and no dis- 
crimination between sects. But the purely secular 
functions of the state are diverted into establishing 
and sustaining a multiplicity of religious factions 
in the country. The functions of the church are 
distinct from those of the state. If the church can 
be justified in regulating the temporal affairs of 
the state then the state is justified in regulating 
the religious belief of the nation. Such a system 
destroys all mental freedom and abolishes the right 
of free inquiry and investigation. Says Macaulay: 
“It is unquestionable and a most instructiv fact, 
that the years during which the Anglican hierarchy 
were in the zenith, were precisely the years during 
which national virtue was at the lowest point.” 
Other authorities were quoted. Not only is the 
evidence of modern history against the assumption 
that the church wields an influence for good when 
permitted to control any of the functions of the 
state, but there is abundant confirmatory evidence 
in the as yet brief history of Canada. The affirma- 
tion in the British North American act, which con- 
stituted the Dominion of Canada, of the privileges 
which the church had enjoyed prior to confedera- 
tion, was undoubtedly the greatest mistake in the 
constitutional history of Canada. The granting of 
the privilege of state-sustained denominational edu- 
cation has been the one bulwark behind which the 
old hostil feeling between the two races in British 
North America hav intrenched themselvs and pre- 
vented a free and full assimilation of the two races 
into one common nationality. After advancing 
many sound arguments on the educational ques- 
tion, Mr. Falconer came to the subject of state- 
supported religious charitable institutions. Accord- 
ing to official report there are ninety such in the 
province of Ontario alone, drawing from the pro- 
vincial government $165,000 annually. The other 
customary violations of the principles of the De- 
mands of Liberalism were pointed out and forcibly 
condemned.  !he largest Christian denominations 
hav direct representation in the Canadian Parlia- 
ment. What should we think of a joint stock com- 
pany or a bank which should elect its board of di- 
rectors in nicely proportioned representation from 
the different creeds of its stockholders? There are 
over $6,000,000 in exempted church property in the 
city of Toronto alone. This is exclusiv of cemete- 
ries, private schools, hospitals, and all other so- 
called charitable institutions. The church should 
be sternly driven from politics. Its recognition 
tends to create selfish and jealous feelings in the 
country, embitters the daily relations of the people, 
intensifies sectarian rivalry for office and pelf, re- 
tards civilization, and in every way proves a detri- 
ment to the progress and happiness of the race. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

Mr. Drummond read a paper on “The Physical 
Basis of Morals.” All nature teaches morals to the 
thinking mind by the expansion of the best of two 
activ but contrary principles linked together, grow- 
ing together in its lifa. The tree grows in strength 
of trunk and beauty of top; what it gains in size of 
trunk in the dense forest it loses in beauty of its 
top; what it loses of trunk in the open field, it 
gains in beauty of branching and outline of top. 
We take advantage of this dual action in raising 
animals, and thus we may raise horses for either 
speed or draught; neither action is wrong; we only 
vibrate the heredity of the animal. So with man; 
he is born out of a sleep into waking; these alter- 
nate conditions maké one phase of his character ; 
neither is wrong, but too much of either is wrong. 
He must form his judgment from a consideration 
of the service of the two natural conditions in har- 
mony. What is true of these twin functions of 
sleeping and waking is true of all his other func- ` 
tions, All his actions are right or wrong according 
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to circumstances. The judgment should not be 
overbalanced by the exercise in unsuitable circum- 
stances of a generally good principle. There is in 
human nature a continual pendulum action between 
two linked conditions or principles. The swing to 
each side ought to be equal in force, and alternate. 
All law is wrong which is single in assertion and 
command, and the more we see natural law and dis- 
cover it we will find that duality of law exists for 
acceptance of best conditions; it is a principle of 
nature’s law everywhere, and society's law ought, 
when formulated, to be dual, and is right only when 
judgment is given by a complementary law also. 
The evolution works in moral law as in physical 
law, or reversion makes perversion. No law can 
properly be pushed to an extreme. 
SUNDAY EVENING AT THE AUDITORIUM. 

Captain Adams opened with a few remarks on 
Secularism, which, he said, meant attending to the 
things of this world. Mr. Moffatt gave a short 
address in which he pointed out some of the ab- 
surdities of the Bible story. William Algie then 
talked about “Chips and Cinders,” classifying the 
political, social, commercial, and theological worlds 
as a forest of trees in all stages of growth and de- 
cay. The human family were all prisoners in chains 
of limitations, and were all entitled to extend those 
limitations. After speaking of the old political 
trees of Canada, he came to the American Protectiv 
Association tree, which he said was a bad tree 
planted in bad soil. Wasit a tree or fungus? Its. 
creed was of thenarrowest. The theological forest 
was badly mixed; it was hard to fix the labels. 
He did not find any essential difference between 
the Catholie and the Protestant trees. The Prot- 
estant church was not such a solid combination as 
the Roman church or some of those there would be 
prominent figures in a fire on the square outside. 
He preferred the Quebec Catholic Sunday to the 
Toronto Protestant Sunday. The Salvation Army 
tree was the illegimate child of emotionalism and 
the indifference of the wealthy classes to the inter- 
ests of the poor. The Secular tree had spread its 
seeds over all the churches. The social forest he 
did not find very promising. Envy had built up a 
system of caste. Hypocrisy was a fungous growth 
which should be got rid of, if possible. Parents 
should let their children be instructed in the func- 
tions of their own bodies, instead of letting them 
leave home to learn the lesson in the vilest dens. 
The Prohibition tree, although well watered, was 
stunted. The evil of intemperance probably could 
be lessened only by education and intelligence. In 
the woods of labor there were too many deceiving 
guide-posts. The greatest danger there was the 
demagog. 

The convention was concluded with a stirring 
arraignment of the church by Captain Adams. 
Among the attendants, activ and enthusiastic, was 
Mr. John Groom, who has seen eighty-four years of 
good and earnest life. 


News and Notes. 


The series of Freethought meetings at Chicago 
preparatory to the Congress are now under full 
headway. I lectured last Sunday evening on 
* Evolution and Creation " and a fine audience was 
present. There was an excellent debate pro and 
con after the lecture; and interest in the great 
questions of liberty, science, and humanity is evi- 
dently aroused. These meetings will be a great 
help to our October gathering. If visitors are in 
the city I hope théy will attend at 181 West Madi- 
son street, corner Halsted. Mrs. Freeman lectures 
next Sunday evening, September 23d, on “Science 
and Superstition” and on September 30th I shall 
probably lecture on “Spiritualism, Theosophy, and 
Freethought.” On the first Sunday in October 
will be the Memorial meeting in honor of Gen. M. 
M. Trumbull, whose name is a shining one in the 
annals of reform. Franklin Steiner will be with us 
the third Sunday in October and at the. Congress. 
Every day the outlook is more favorable for a rous- 
ing Congress. From Maine to California we re- 
ceive encouraging letters. 

E. A. Stevens occasionally drops into town from 
his busy labors. Whatever Stevens undertakes to 
do he does with all his might, be it Freethought or 
“Sapolio.” He is continually on the go. I met him 
and Mrs. Stevens the other day on the street and 
he took me over to the Wabanse Club House, a 
famous place for the gathering of the clans and 
the Democratic war-horses, where receptions are 
given to the great leaders, and celebrations held of 
mighty victories. Stevens and Geo. L. Robertson 
foregather with these Jeffersonian standard bear- 
ers, and plant themselvs upon the democracy of 
Jackson. The club-house is a handsome building 
and has every facility for enjoyment; and I hav no 
doubt they hav gay and festiv times in these storied 
halls. The building, however, is not large enough 


town. 


on to the century goal: 


for the increasing membership, and I understand 
they are to hav a much more gorgeous temple of 
political worship. 

I met Captain Gordon here, formerly of the 
British army, who for gallant services was pro- 
moted from the ranks to an officer, which is some- 
thing rare in the British army. At the famous 
battle of Alma by his desperate daring he recovered 
the colors, and for his splendid heroism was thus 
rewarded. Heis from the Highlands of Scotland I 
believe, and he says the Highlands are the only place 
in the civilized world never trodden by a foreign 
foe. Even the Roman eagles stayed their flight 
over those magnificent hills. Captain Gordon is a 
Liberal and a Freethinker, although in early youth 
he wasin the grim cirele of Scotch Presbyterianism. 
He was educated at the university of Edinburgh 
and specially enjoyed the teaching of Professor 
Wilson, the great and wonderful « Christopher 
North” who certainly was one of the most unique, 
inspiring, and brilliant lecturers that ever occupied 
the chair of moral philosophy. Captain Gordon is 
full of reminiscences, and an hour's talk with him 
is profitably enjoyed. 

We also visited the great Newberry Library, one 
of the best in the world, mainly a library for refer- 
ence. It has a vast collection of the best scienti- 
fic, medical, and historic works. It has a special 
department devoted to religion which I hope some 
day to ransack. ‘The building is a noble structure. 
It occupies the spot where once stood the famous 
Ogden mansion, which in the midst of the mighty 
fire was the only building that stood intact. How 
wonderfully Chicago has grown since that time! 

One of the veteran representative of our cause 


from my own nativ state, writes me as follows about 


the Congress: 
SuwaPsE, N. H. 


Were I present at the Congress I should certainly giv’ 
my testimony for the extinction of superstition, and in 
defense of constitutional civil liberty, which is the lib- 
erty worth contending for. 
indication of sympathy. Let us hope that the gathering 
of the 26th, 27th, and 28th of October, 1894, will be 
memorable for its harmony and practical efficiency in 


I send you my gift as an 


discharging the work in hand. 
Yours always in the cause of human enlightenment and 
liberation, Wiuuiax C. Sruroo. 


My old friend, W. H. Pepper, of California, who 


has done so much for our work, writes as follows. 
I am sure his letter will be of the greatest interest 
to all those interested in human progress: 


PxETALUMA, OAL., Sept. 15, 1894. 
8. P. PurNAM, Dear Sir: Yours of the 5th instant duly 


received. Inelosed find post-office money order for $5 
coniribution to the Freethought Federation Congress. 
Times here are very dull. The bottom has dropped ont 


of my business (fruit and tree owing). I am now 


seventy years old, and my life is drawing toa close. I 


hav now done my share for the benefit of coming gener- 
ations; hay established a free kindergarten school to be 
conducted on secular lines. Religious instruction ig pro- 
hibited The school is located in the central part of the 
I gave a $3,000 lot; $5,000 for the building, and 
$15,000 endowment fund. I believe that the most 
effectual way to eradicate superstition, ignorance, and 
poverty, is to place the little ones in training schools and 
drill them in habits of morality, industry, and economy. 


Secular training must supercede religious training before 


society will be much improved in right living. 
Wishing you prosperity and happiness, I remain, 
Yours truly, W. H. PEPPER. 
It is an encouragement to receive a letter like 
the following from those whose life-labors are going 


I thank you for your kind invitation to be at the Con- 
gress, but when I tell yon that Iam in my eighty-sixth 


year, and my wife in her seventy-eighth year, you must 


take the will for the deed, however much I regret it. In- 
closed find our contribution for a little help. I wish we 
could giva thousand times more for such & glorious 
eause—the emancipation of humanity. 

l Fraternally, A. C. LAKE. 

Another writes : 

Iam an Infidel seventy-three years of age; hav taken 
Tan Troe SEEKER and Investigator twenty years, and 
will continue to take them during life. 

Inclosed find $2, The amount is small, but if all Free- 
thinkers would assiat it would reqnire but little from 
each, Yours truly, D. M. Woruey. 

What we need more than all in Freethought are 
new recruits to take the place of these grand old 
veterans. We hope the coming Congress will en- 
large our list of youthful members. 

. Samorr P. Purwam. 4 


Freethought Federation—Treasurer’s Report. 
SPECIAL NOTICE. - 
Will all the friends of Freethought throughout 

the country mail us the names of the Freethinkers 

that they know of in their vicinity? We desire to 
send them invitations to attend the coming Con- 
gress, and documents in order to arouse wider 
interest in our ‘work. Let us hav the names at 
once. This is important. I wish to announce also 
that arrangemenís hav been made with the pro- 
prietor of the Gault House, a firstelass hotel on 
the West Side for the accommodation of vistors to 
the Congress, and the Gault House will be the 


headquarters of the Congress. The accommoda. 
tions of this hotel are ample. It is within two 
blocks ef the hall, corner of West Madison and 
Clinton streets. The rates for all members of Con. 
gress are $1.50 per day, room aad board. Itisa 
good plan to hav the members of Congress as near 
together as possible, as this conduces to an agree- 
able, social life outside the sessions of the Congress. 
We can become much better acquainted; and this 
is one of the great benefits of the Congress. 

The contributions this week show the lively in- 
terest in the Congress; and that undoubtedly many 
will be present. Remember that every gift, how- 
ever small. counts for much when joined with the 
others. We need means to send out thousands of 
documents and it costs money for printing, postage, 
etc. We must keep people informed as to our 
work. 


J. H. Handy 
Thos. Tripp... ss: 
Wm. Fray ............... 
Peter Gillespie......... 
Jas. A. Greenhill...... 
B. Dosher................ 
H. C. Hiliott............ 


C. S. Whitney.......... 1 00 | John Lomaz............ 2 00 
H, Bohanon............. 00 | Robt. Thorne......... . 100 
J. Murphy............ Ves 50 | L. G. Reed........ — 2 00 
W. Wilson.. .. 85 | Jerry Brockway....... 1 00 
H. L. Wilson 50 | Victor Laine............ 00 
Hans E. Neilson....... 1 00 | Q. M. Gates............ . 200 


E. C. Rxronwarp, Secretary and Treasurer, 
234 South Water st., Chicago. 


. Observations. 


A convention of German Roman Catholics has 
just been held in this city.. It was called a Verein 
meeting, though it does not appear that the people 
were Turners. I notice the occasion for the reason 
that a delegate named Caspar, from Milwaukee, en- 
tered complaint that members of German Catholic 
societies were “not allowed enough of liberty; the 
young people were not permitted to go to balls and 
parties.” Mr. Caspar was duly hissed down, and 
Delegate Fehling, from St. Louis, arose to confute 
his remarks. “It is not true," said Mr. Fehling, 
“that members of German Catholic societies are 
denied liberty in the matter referred to. , Why,” he- 
continued, while his hearers applauded, “the young 
people may attend all the balls and parties that are 
good for them, provided they first get the consent 
of their priest.” The proper place for a man of 
Mr. Fehling’s temperament is in some austerely 
conducted penitentiary, from the confines of which 
he might sally forth at will to participate in all sorts 
of enjoyable doings, if he could get the warden’s 
consent. That is the kind of liberty dreamed of in 
the Roman Catholie's philosophy, and for a person 
so far in arrears mentally as to be a Roman Catho- 
lic it is perhaps sufficient. | 


There are twenty thousand and six papers pub- 
lished in the United States, and within the past 
month all but the six hav returned thanks, on be- 
half of a harassed population, for tho adjournment 
of the Fifty-third Congress. Simultaneously it is 
to be noted that the said newspapers and populace 
are engaged enthusiastically in nominating mem- 
bers for the Fifty-fourth. The editors of papers 
should know better than to encourage this sort of 
thing until their constituents hav recovered from 
the effects of the last Congress so far as to be able 
to pay up their subscriptions. As for the people, 
they appear to be voting drunk; they taper off 
their political sprees toward the big end and pass 
from one delirium to another with no interim be- 
tween wherein to draw a sober economic breath. 
The excitement of the present campaign is not a 
new outbreak; it is the same old toot. 

The suggestion of this journal that those who 
desire not to be mirepresented, after death, as to 
their opinions on the subject of religion, should 
record their views in a book and attach the same to 
their last will and testament, is worthy of serious 
thought. A plain repudiation of the fundamental 
whims of the popular superstition is not enough. 
I hav read somewhere that Thomas Paine was 
known to be an unbeliever in the Bible at the time 
he drew from it those arguments in “Common 
Sense" which giv the reader a tired feeling. If it 
had not occurred to Mr. Paine to publish his 
*thoughts on religion" as a last offering io his 
* fellow-citizens of all nations," the Sunday schools 
instead of the Freethought societies would in our 
day be celebrating the 29th of January. Lincoln, 
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whose religious views are now in dispute, committed 
a great oversight in failing to “publish his thoughts.” 
He appears to hav been a loquacious individual, 
always ready to giv the preachers a game of talk, 
and probably he fooled them into the belief that he 
agreed with them. But he did not try to fool “all 
the people all the time;” and that fact has given 
the clergy almost as much trouble as if he had 
written a Freethought library. 


The Virtuous Citizens of Kentucky hav by ballot 


declined the offer of Colonel ‘Breckinridge to serve 
He 
made his campaign on the strength of his experi- 
ence as a public servant, and he was opposed and 
defeated on moral grounds, with a substratum of 


them further as a representativ in Congress. 


religious hysteria. There was a majority of two 
hundred opposed to him, and there is no reason to 
doubt that among those who voted against him 


were at least that number whose lives had been no 
If morality is to be made an 


more moral than his. 
issue in polities, the business of office seeking 
might as well be abandoned. There are not 


enough virtuous men to fill the positions, and if we 
resort to women as office holders we should still 
lack a majority of pure persons to elect them. The 


' -vietory against Breckinridge has heen won on false 


pretenses, for it is not the Pollard who was de- 


ceived, but the woman that married the candidate, 


and she has not complained. Breckinridge is with- 


out doubt unfit for any position of trust for a man 
who will betray his wife will betray his constituents. 
Nevertheless, as I dispassionately view the matter, 


the primaries in the Ashland district hav demon- 


strated that Colonel Breckinridge is not the only 
hypocrit in Kentucky. 


Canadian papers report that a half-million Amer- 
ican settlers hav within the past year deserted their 


claims this side the bordcr and taken up land in the 
northwestern provinces of British Columbia. 
doubt of it, for the means the Canadian government 
has used of late to induce such emigration would 
be very likely to produce the result reported. Can- 
ada does not depend upon the private real estate 
"dealer, of whom the prospectiv..settler has learned 
to be suspicious. She has an official commission 
composed of substantial and corpulent gentlemen, 
who range the country lying contiguous to the 
Canadian border all the way from the Great Lakes 
to the Pacific coast, looking after material for sub- 
jects of the queen. I ran across one out West. His 
name was McLean, I think, and he weighed about 
seventeen stone, as they compute weight in English. 
He bore a card with his titles on it. He had been 
mayor of Vancouver, and was an esquire and justice 
of the peace. 
tion that he was in government service. 
for which he sought settlers lies somewhere north of 
Montans. It is flat, productiv, easily worked, and 
eheap. Intending settlers from this country needed 
only to get their goods together and take the train, 
the government doing the rest, with the exception 
of paying $10 for legal services and forthe publish- 
ing of final proofs. I expect that the railroad is in 
the scheme on aecount of the land boom and the 
coal traffic created and stimulated by the increase 
of settlers along its lines. I did not find out why 
it was necessary for ex-Mayor McLean, Esq., J. P. 
in the goverment service, to prospect for settlers on 
those terms until I asked him about the weather. 
Then he turned up his coat collar and shivered, and 
it dawned upon me that we were conversing of 
the country where blizzards are manufactured and 
sentinto the United States without passing through 
the custom house. The pioneers in that region who 
do not plant trees and attach themselvs thereto 
with a clothes line will blow back. 


The Design Argument. and World Formation. 


To the Editor of Tue TnaurH Srzxer, Sir: The 
logic of your little book, “Design Argument Fal- 
lacies,” seems to me not only sound but unanswer- 
able. I take exception only to that part relating 
to world formation, based on the nebular hypothesis, 
which I hav several times controverted in ‘HE 
Trura SEEKER and others papers. Let me briefly 
recapitulate my argument. 

The maximum thickness of the earth’s stratified 
rock is not less than twenty miles. There are 
fossils all the way down. Below a depth of thirty 
feet the temperature increases at the rate of one de- 
gree Fahrenheit for every fifty or sixty feet. “At 
this rate," says Professor Dana, “the fusing point 
of iron would be reached at a depth of twenty-eight 
miles.” Accordingly, the stratified fossiliferous 
rock at a depth of ten miles would be heated up to 
one thousand degrees Fahrenheit, or nine hundred 
degrees hotter than the material was when deposited 
ages ago, with all its fauna and flora, which never 


No 


The card conveyed also the informa- 
The land 


could hav endured, while living, a temperature 
much above one hundred degrees. 

Does not this fact refute the Laplace theory of a 
cooling world? The oldest animals and plants hav, 
in their fossil state, been growing hotter during all 
the geological ages, until those which hav not been 
upheaved are now four or five times hotter than 
boiling water. 

The prodigious pressure of gravitation is the evi- 
dent cause of internal planetary heat. There is no 
sensible radiation of internal heat through the 
earth’s crust— not more than one-sixteenth of a de- 
gree at the surface—not a thousandth part of the 
heat imparted by the sun’srays. Every planet is 
growing by meteoric accretion. The cooling-down 
theory allows only eighteen million years for uni- 
versal geological development. The accretion the- 
ory allows, as it were, an eternity. It is not ham- 
pered by time. There is no proof that our sun was 
ever any larger than it is now. On the contrary, 
ages of meteoric accretion must hav enlarged it. 
More than seven millions of meteors strike the earth 
every twenty-four hours. 

But now comes the alleged discovery, announced 
ten months ago in the Scientific American, that in- 
terstellar spice does not presumably convey heat 
radiation at all. This is what I hav for years been 
expecting. The writer of the article says: * We 
gee in this the necessity for remodeling our theories 
upon the time required to cool the earth down.” 
Yes, indeed, the cooling down of the sun is no 
longer limited to eighteen million years, as Profes- 
sor Newcomb tells us in his * Popular Astronomy,” 
but is extended to an eternity, less the comparativly 
infinitesimal time involved in the radiation of so 
much of the heat rays of the sun as impinge upon 
the cold surface of its planets. | 

The Laplace or nebular hypothesis postulates a 
miracle—a universe of matter fired up and left to 
cool down. There is no miracle involved in the ac- 
cretion hypothesis. And now the alleged discovery 
that heat does not radiate through interstellar 
space demolishes at once the hypothesis of cooling 
worlds. Burr. 


Annual Congress—Call of the Freethought 
Federation of America. 
To the Liberals of America and Members of the 
Freethought Federation: 

The Annual Congress of the Freethought Feder- 
ation of America will be held in Chicago, Oct. 26th, 
27th, and 28th, in conjunction with the Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union. The impor- 
tance of this Congress is great. The encroachments 
of the church are becoming more bold and danger- 
ous. The attempts to amend the constitution so as 
to place our government on a Christian basis, and 
to pass a national Sabbath law, are indications of 
the attitude of the church. It has been and is to- 
day the enemy of freedom; and we must be con- 
stantly prepared to meet its conspiracies. . We can 
not do this as an unorganized mass. We must join 
forces, otherwise we shall be defeated. We need a 
common impulse. There must be association. Let 
the gathering at Chicago be the greatest yet held 
in America. Think of past achievements as an in- 
spiration to something better in the future. Free- 
thought is growing. The necessity for political 
action is more apparent than ever. The means of 
action are improving. Freethought cannot go 
backward; it must step forward. Now is the 
opportunity for union and strength. ‘This Con- 
gress is for work. Let there be an enthusiastic 
rally. SawuEn P. Purnam, Pres., 

FRANKLIN STEINER, 
N. F. Gaisworp, 
J. M. Precz, 
B. A. Rorosox. 

E. C. Reronwarp, Treas. and Acting Sec. 


| Vice-Pres. 


Abolish the Senate. 


Political may be less than religious bigotry, but 
not much. It is next toimpossible to get theocrats 
to do unto others as they would hav others do tc 
them. They resist the just demands that all church 
property shall be fairly taxed, and that no public 
money shall be used in support of any religion; 
and the politieian will do nothing to lessen the 
spoils of office. MN 

The New York state convention, still in exist- 
ence, to propose amendments to the constitution, 
would take a good step in the direction of simplic- 
ity and economy of government and responsibility 
of the legislator, were it to propose the abolishment 
of the monarchical Senate. 

How did we come to hav double legislativ 
bodies? The colonists, after gaining their inde- 
pendence of Mrs. Britain, adopted a constitution 
based on the declaration that all government is of, 
by, and for the people. But unfortunately they 


failed to see that the people had no more need of 
two legislativ bodies than a child has of two fathers. 

Britain had a Hcuse of Lords, composed of 
barons and bishops—a house of great respectability 
--at that time. And our fathers thought fit to 
provide something near it—an upper house of 
more respectability. Hence we are afflicted with a 
Federal Senate of barons, that is, and always has 
been, nothing but an expensiv obstruction. Con- 
gressman Hepburn recently stated in the House 
that the cost of a Senator is more than double that 
of a Representativ; that the House, with 356 mem- 
bers, has but 300 employees on its payroll, while 
the Senate, with 88 members has 303 on its roll at 
& cost of $417,000. 

-Now the pity is that each state in the Union, bie 
or little, has thought it necessary or proper to fol- 
low suit and saddle itself with this respectable 
costly obstruction—a house of lords. Consequently 
we hav two legislativ bodies to do the same thing ; 
&nd they often quarrel (as in New Jersey recently) 
over the spoils. Such quarrels or differences gen- 
erally end in compromises—bargains to increase 
and divide spoils, as in this and other states. And 
we now kav in this city a costly Senatorial investi- 
gating cómmittee to expose some of the results of 
its own bargains. 

To carry out his good plans, Tweed had to buy 
the Senate, and was forced to plunder this city to 
pay the bribes. For a like reason the city is now 
afflicted with four-headed departments. 

Including the federal and state governments, we 
hav now more legislators than any three other na- 
tions combined. Consequently this country is the 
victim of an enormous amount of bad, meddlesome 
legislation. And we go from bad to worse. In 
1830, the New York legislature passed but one law 
affecting alone this city. Now it passes over seven 
hundred bills annually—many of them specially 
devoted to this devoted city. The Senate is bound 


.to hav a goodly share of spoil with which to reward 


the boys. . l 

A monarchy like that of England and of Germany, 
while flattering the people with a commons or rep- 
resentativ body, takes good care to provide a more 
select “upper house” as a barrier between the com- 
mon people and the crown. But, in the name of 
all the gods at once, why do the American people 
want an upper house to stand between them and 
their own representativa? L. G. Resp. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tum Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for October: 


Oct. 5th—'* Mary Wollstonecraft, The Apostle of Equal 
Rights." Voltairine de Cleyre. 

Oot. 12th—'*A Helomeet to Man." Gen. E. M. Lee. 

Oct. 19th —'* The Nude in Art." By the Editor of the 
Art Critic. 

Ost. 26th—‘* Politics.” T. B. Wakeman. 


Tur Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 


Taz Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 82 Monroe avenue. 


J. E. RewSBURG is now lecturing in Texas. He re- 
cently made a tour of the Northwest, delivering fifty lect- 
ures in the following towns : Bedford, Ia.; New Market, 
Ia.; Guthrie Center, Ia.; Lake City, Ia.; Rock Valley, 
Ta.; Sherbnrn, Minn.; Mapleton, Minn.; Lake Crystal, 
Minn.; Waterville, Minn.; Osseo, Minn.; Grafton, N, 
Dak.; Hoople, N. Dak.; Fertile, Minn.; Le Roy, Minn.; 
St. Charles, Minn.; Winona, Minn.; Seymour, Wis.; 
Medina, Wis.; Oshkosh, Wis.; Janesville, Wis.; Lamont, 
Ia. ; Waterloo, Ia.; Murray, Ia.; Russell, Ia. ; Elmo, Mo.; 
Plattsburg, Mo.; Meriden, Kan.; Dentonville, Kan., and 
Liberal, Mo. 

July 10th was a red letter day for Mr. Remsburg. He 
spoke at Winona, Minn., on this date, and this made just 
one thousand different cities and towns that he has leot- 
ured in since he entered the lecture field in 1880. He 
has lectured in forty-eight states, territories, and prov- 
inces—Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connect- 
icut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, South Caroline, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, Washington, Ore- 
gon, California, Utah, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Indian 
Territory, District of Columbia, Ontario, Quebeo, and 
British Columbia. 

In the performance of this work Mr. Remsburg has 
traveled two hundred and fifty thousand miles, a distance 
greater than from the earth to the moon. He has kept a 
record of his travels, of the meetings he bas held, inolud- 
ing the names cf the Liberals who arranged for them, 
and will publish them in a book some day. 
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Toetters of Friends. 


No Words Wasted. 


Broox, Kav., Sept. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Enpitor: Please find inclosed $1, 
for which send me eight copies of ‘‘The 
Age of Reason." D. MILLER. 


Wants It Fought to the End. 
Sprinarreip, Mass., Sept. 9, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I inclose $1 for the defense 
of Brother Wise. I am not anxious to hav 
the suit dismissed. Let it smoke. So 
much the worse for orthodoxv. 
E. O. TUTTLE. 


Those of Promis Will Receive. 
WATERBURY, Conn., Sept. 5, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1 for 
eight copies of Paine's ** Age of Reason.” 
‘Please send them to my address. I shall 
distribute them to those of my Christian 
friends whom I find worthy to convert. 
Yours truly, H. Frommer. 


Will Distribute Personally. 
Coazrort, PA., Sept. 11, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find $2 inclosed; $1 
for our subscription, and $1 for eight 
copies ‘‘Age of Reason.” If satisfactory 
and in keeping with your rules, I think I 
can distribute them to the people person- 
ally with better results than by mailing. 
Respectfully JosgPH RHopY. 


From Spark to Beacon Light. 

MoKxrzsronr, Pa., Sept 8, 1894. 
.Mz. Enprron: May the lines of life be 
drawn lightly on your face, and may the 
spark of life increase until it bursts into a 
flame so strong that all men may feel and 
know that this flame is destined to light 
the world and free us from the darkness 
that has hovered around us for eighteen 
hundred years, and may the grand old 

TRUTH Szxkrm liv forever. 
J. PLATTENBURG 


The Pious Are Slow to Learn. 
Bez, Nes., Sept. 1, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: As the time of my sub- 
scription for Tug TRUTH SEEKER has ex- 
pired I will take advantage of your offer 
to secure Putnam’s ‘‘ Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought,” as well as a renewal of 
your valuable paper, and inclose for the 
same $6.50. 
. Nebraska has suffered a drouth this 
year, and the prayers of the self-righteous 
fail to bring even a dew. It takes the 
priest-ridden public a long time to learn 
** that nature has no master." 
CALVIN J. WRIGHT. 


Reading First and Best. 
Hammonton, Sept. 3, 1894. - 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1 to 
extend my subscription. I hav to divide 
my means among the best papers, yours 
heading the list of five. I am nearing 
seventy-seven and may not need any long. 
.My dear partner went over when near 
eighty-two, the 13th of Jan., 1893. So here 
I am, very lonely; hav to deny myself 
'many pleasures to enjoy good reading. I 
wish I could hav had *''Four Hundred 
"Years," but hav to forbear. 
D. R. WonruisSox. 


Giv His Majesty a Chance. 

PonrTLhAND, Kan., Aug. 29, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $5, for which 
giv me Tum TRUTH HEKER two years 
more. Our people are getting more Lib- 
eral in sentiment, yet very few are earnest 
enough to pay fora Liberal paper. It is 
very dry here and the worst of it is we 
can’t expect rain until I get time to pray. 
I think the other gentleman is running 
the weather now; at any rate, it is very 
hot. If this is the best God can do, I say, 
for suffering humanity’s sake, let old Split- 
foot try it a while, and see if he can worst 

it. Yours for the truth, S. F. Davis. 


The Spirit of ?76. 
. Freponia, N. Y , Sept. 3, 294. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $2 long due 
on Tug TnurH SsrxkR. While the lamp 
holds out to burn I ever feel constrained 
-to hold and. maintain the spirit that 


'. wrought out the freedom of "76. 


- After years of experience I find Tax 
TRUTH SsrxrR the best pillar of fire that 
lights our principles of a free nation as 


founded by our fathers and sealed with 
their blood. 

Sickness, death, and failure to get my 
money long since due has prevented my 
sending for ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought.” But it must soon come. 

Pury Sura. 


Grape and Canister. 
New Hampron, Ia., Sept. 10, 294. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $1.15 for nine 
copies of ** Hero” Paine's ** Age of Res- 
son.” I tried to collect enough for sixteen 
copies, but did not succeed. The parties 
named herein are all Liberals; they prefer 
to loan the books and when returned, 
repent. 

This ‘‘ Missionary Scheme” is grape 
and canister fired in the right direction 
and will cause many a breach in the bul- 
warks of superstition. 

Yours for the cause, 
F. L. DAUBERSMITH. 


A Question ia Science. 
CHATTAROY, WASE., July 29, 1894. 

Mr. Enprtor: I hav tried, in a feeble 
way, to get a new subscriber. I loan the 
paper to those who will take & passing no- 
tice of it, but the world is so creed-bound 
that few can be found who will come out 
and pay for a so-called Infidel paper to be 
seen by their friends. I do for truth’s 
sake what scarcely anyone else dare do in 
this community, come boldly out and 
speak my sentiments in opposition to the- 
ology. 

Inclosed find money order for one years’ 
subscription. Will some of the readers of 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER inform me as to the 
probable cause of the variation of the 
magnetic needle as shown by scientific 
men of late? Giv me the places on the 
globe where the magnetic meridian runs 
due north and south in both hemiepheres? 
Giv me the facts as to the constant vari- 
ation or vibration of the needle from one 
side to the other for a series of years, if 
such changes hav been recorded as.to the 
same place on the globe. By answering 
me they will greatly oblige & student of 
the suspected causes of magnetic vibra- 
tion. J. B. Jonnson. 


A Pension for Every Laborer. 
Harran, Ia., Sept. 1, 1894. 

Mr. Enprron: For the purpose of secur- 
ing the voluntary retirement of the sur- 
plus produetiv labor. The productiv ca- 
pacity of labor so far exceeds the demands 
of use that many laborers are, and of ne- 
cessity always must be, unemployed in 
order to avoid over-production. 

Is there any room for controversy on 
this thesis, or are there any ** weak points” 
init? Itis nota theory but & condition 
that admits of an ocular demonstration— 
a fact that is verifiabie from reliable labor 
statistics. What else might we -expect 
when we consider that steam, electricity, 
wind, water, and other forces, are so ex- 
tensivly applied to operate improved ma- 
chinery? 

Or is it necessary to point out the dis- 
advantages of over-production, which 
always results in greater inequality of 
distribution? 

A time of famin, when nature is so un- 
fruitful that the whole industrial popula- 


| tion is pressed into service to secure even 


@ scant supply, does not cause as much 
want as & time of plenty when only one- 
half of the laborers produce more than is 
needed, leaving the other half unem- 
ployed and destitute. Over-production 
thus inflicts more destitution than famin. 
The ‘‘ weak point" of our present in- 
dustrial system is its lack of an equitable 
distribution of the products of labor. 
This can be secured only by an equitable 
distribution of labor itself. ‘‘If no man 
work neither shall he eat.” Our system 
is so arranged that some work all the time, 
making it necessary that others should be 
idle all the time; but if it were so arranged 
that each would be idle just as much as 
equals his share of the surplus labor then 
every one could get. his share of work. 
To realize this we propose ** a pension for 
every laborer ” on condition that he shall. 
cease from all productiv labor. ‘The pen- 
sionable age to be fixed so that the num- 
ber thus pensioned shall equal the num- 
ber which, to prevent over-production, 
must be unemployed. The amount of the 
pension to be sufficient to secure its volun- 
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tary acceptance by the pensionable la- 
borer. In the advocacy of this scheme I 
cannot discover the least necessity of antag- 
onizing anyone’s political views or relig- 
ious faith. I would very much like to 
enter more into the details, and giv addi- 
tional features of the proposed scheme, 
which with other things must exclude the 
immigration of foreignlabor. Asa means 
of raising the revenue to meet the expen- 
ditures made necessary by this scheme, I 
would suggest a graduated tax on labor, 
or wages, increasing in ratio to the amount 
of wages received; also a graduated tax on 
incomes. But the Editor has cautioned 
me to be ‘‘ brief,” so I must close. Ido 
not put this forth as a defiant challenge 
to as controversy.” I only wish to know 
**you know." I presume that remarks 
are now in order. J. K. P. BAKER. 


Questions Not Answered. 
TILLAMOOK, OR., Sept. 7, 1894. 

Mr. EDITOR: As I am a constant reader 
of your paper, and consider it the best pa- 
per in the United States, I take the liberty 
of sending you this communication, hoping 
it may find place in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
We hav been having a course of lectures 
here by Mrs. Kehm Smith, of Oregon 
City, assisted by Miss Nettie Olds and 
Mr. W. P. Smith, and it has been as good 
to us unregenerate who do not believe 
that rams’ horos are artillery as a lovefeast 
would be to the godly. They gave four 
lectures here at Tillamook, two at Bay 
City, one at Nehalem, and one at Fair- 
view, and had crowded houses at every 
place. And the way they scored the musty 
dogmas of the past was simply astonishing. 
I think those people are doing a grand 
work in Oregon and Washington, and 
they are doing it without compensation. 
Of course since they left here, the sky- 
pilots. and their followers hav been answer. 
ing them, and the less informed they are 
the more ready they are to undertake the 
task. 

We hav here at present a gospel tent, 
run by Seventh Day Adventists. They 
are telling us that Christ is about to come 
again, but I fail to see how they know, as 


the good book says none but the father |. 


shall know, not even the angels i in heaven. 
How, then, can Adventists in Tillamook 
find out? This Adventist preacher tells 
me that when Christ said to his disciples, 
“ Verily I say unto you, this generation 
shall not passaway until all these things be 
fulfilled," he meant whatever generation 
happens to be here at his coming. I also 
asked him to preach a sermon on the ori- 
gin of the devil orsin. He said he would 
if Iwould write out the questions I wanted 
answered. So I gave him the following: 

1 ''And God saw everything that he 
had made, and behold it was very good.” 
Gen. i, 81. 

2. ‘*I make peace and scents evil. 
Lord do all these things.” Is. xlv, 7. 

8. ‘* Shall there be evil in a city and the 
Lord hath not done it?" Amos iii, 6. 

4, ‘* Therefore I gave them also statutes 
that were not good and judgments whereby 
they should not liv.” Ezek. xx, 25. 

5. 'Now, therefore, behold the Lord 
hath put alying spirit in the mouth of all 
these thy prophets, and the Lord hath 
spoken evil concerning thee." 1 Kings 
xxii, 23. 

6. Is evil good? Is lying good? 
ceiving good? 

7. Did God create evil or not? If not, 
how can the above be true? 

8. If God created evil or the devil, is he 
not responsible for his actions? 

9. If God could destroy the devil, but 
will not do so, does it not prove that God 
approves of his works? 

He set his time to fhandle this subject, 
and I gave notice of the same; and the tent 
where these meetings are held was full of 
people, most of whom were skeptics. 
He got up and read the questions just as 
they appear here, but failed to giv us any 
light on the matter. I told him this morn- 
ing that the only difference between him- 
self and me was, his God was my devil. 

Yours for truth, C. E. Reynoups. 


Failure at Topolobampo. 


Cooosrr, Sonora, Mrx., March 15, 1894. 
Mr. EprroR: I hav-received mavy let- 

ters of late from persons who hav read my 

articles in your paper. They tell me of 


I the 


Is de- 


the hard times in the states and want to 
come to Mexico. 

The Topolobampo colony scheme of A. 
K. Owen has turned ont to be a delusion.. 
I left there three months ago after being © 
in it a little over three years, and when I 
left there was nothing growing nor any 
food in camp except cornmeal. The ditch 
filled up with sediment, and no water runs 
in it except twice a year at times of high 
water. There are six or eight at the bay 
fishing and turtling to keep alive about | 
twenty families who cannot get away. 
These people all liv in their old tents or 
brush houses and there is no prospect of 
anything better. 

Things would hav gone allright, I think, 
if the ditch could hav been kept open, but 
Owen or his agent sold everything as fast 
as it was grown and the people had to kill 
Mexican beeves to keep from starving at 
times, and a lawsuit came every few days 
until everybody was so sick and tired that 
they gobbled up what they could and those ` 
who were able to travel struck out like the 
children of Israel, for nearly all the horses 
had died either of starvation or the gland- . 
ers. We journeyed for eleven days and 
got one hundred and eighty miles from 
hell—or Topolabampo, which is all the 
same. 

Ithink that at least six thousand cone 
hav come to the colony since I went there, 
but not over fifty are there now. Alvin 
Wilber, who has been Owen’s agent for 
seven years, has finally been made to let 
go and another man has been appointed to 
handle the cash. The ditch is in the care 
of a Mexican officer. : 

A. J. Streetor was down here and I 
think he will make it hot for Owen one of 
these days. There are men here who hav 
8 bag full of Owen’s railroad bonds, ditch 
scrip, home scrip, checks, cash credits, 
commissary checks, preferred stock, and 
the deuce only knows what else. T hav 
known fifty dollars of this paper to 
be offered for & meal and one thousand 
dollars for an old saddle. There is not a 
thing in Owen’s new city except a grave- 
yard. But too much cannot be said in 
praise of climate, soil, and natural oppor- 
tunities. 

"^ We are one hundred and eighty miles 
up the coast from Topolobampo, ‘ on the 
Yaqui river; a large ditch is being dug 
here; it will be one hundred miles long— 
that d the whole system —and will cost & 
half million dollars. A fifteen thousand 
dollar dredging machine is now at work 
and a section of twenty miles of the ditch 
is contracted to a man who is to finish it 
in the next twelve months. Good land 
ean easily be got of this ditch company, 
which owns five million acres, or from the 
Mexican government, which is anxious for 
Americans to come in aud settle here. 
The country is new and there are no 
schools whatever, but I am thoroughly 
satisfied that there are grand opportunities 
here. The government will giv settlers 
land. Our people, who left Topolobampo 
—about eighty in number—hav located 
here on a tract of nineteen thousand acres, 
which the government has promised us. 
The river runs through this tract. Itisa 
large stream of splendid water and the 
soil is excellent and easily cultivated. 
There is plenty of good timber and the 
country is full of game. We are forty 
miles from the coast, where there are 
great quantities of oysters, turtles, clams, 
shrimp and such like, and a single man 
who is used to roughing it will not miss it 
much to come to Mexico. Many people 
send me postage stamps from the States; 
they are worthless to me here and I havn’t 
the time to answer one-tenth the letters I 
get. Yours for truth, . 

A. BUTTERFIELD. 


Freedom of Thought—A Colloquy. 
Guy's Storr, Tex., Aug. 20, 1894. 

IwrERLOCUTOR: Well, yes, Mr. Smith, 
but has a man the right to think? 

Sura: Certainly a man has the right to 
think. 

Ll: Then if he has the right to think, 
has he not also the right to express his 


! honest thoughts? 


8.: Of course. he has; for no honest 
man claims a right that he is unwilling to 
accord to his fellow-man. . 

L: Iam truly glad, Mr. Smith, to learn 
that you are a man possessed of so great a 
spirit of generosity. Well, then, hav you 
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ever read the Koly- Bible? Aud if so, 
what do you think of it? 
8S.: Oh, yes. 


been written by men inspired of God. 


L: Do you not think it a strange fact, 
Mr. Smith, that there is a disposition 
among clergymen to denounce, calumni- 
ate, and misrepresent a man whose opin- 
ion respecting that book happens to differ 


from their own? 
8.: Yes—strange—somewhat,. 


I.: I think I uuderstood you to say you 


believe every word of it? 
- S8.: Yes, that is what I said. 


L: Believe it was caused to be written 
by an omnipotent, omniscient, omuipres- 


ent, infinitly loving and merciful father? 
. B.: Yes, sir; I believe that very thing. 

I.: I would like you to define belief, 
Mr. Smith. 

S.: Well, sir, belief is another word for 
credulity. To illustrate, a man is said to 
believe when he throws open his mouth 
like a young bull-bat and swallows bugs 
or horseshoe nails—no matter which. 


L: Mr. Smith, since you are a gentle- 


man who thinks one ought to. express his 
honest thoughts, I beg to differ from you 
as regards your definition of belief. 

'S.: Let us hear from you then. 

L: Belief is a thing the result of evi- 


dence as presented to a man’s intellectual 
Belief is formed in no other 
wey. This being so, man cannot by any 


faculties. 


possibility control his belief. To illus- 
trate, I draw here a geometrical line. 


Now, the evidence, as presented to your 


intellect, foress the belief that the above 


character is nothing more nor less than a 


geometrical line, though I may tell you 
it is not a line at all, but a gold mine, and 
promis that if you will only believe it to 
be a gold mine it shall be yours without 
money and without price. Do you, Mr. 
Smith, believe that to be a gold mine? 

S.: I can’t say I that I do; nor, since 
you hay required me to believe a thing 
which my reason condemns as absurd, can 


I hav any confidence in your redeeming 


the promis you made me upon condition 
of my believing it. 

L: To be candid, Mr. Smith, I cannot 
censure you for your answer. What 
would you think of the author ofa com- 
mand that reads thus: ‘‘Now go and 
smite Amalek and utterly destroy all that 
they hav, and spare them not; but slay 
both man and woman, infant and suckling, 
ox and sheep, camel and ass” ? 

S.: My honest belief, sir, is that such a 
command could proceed only from a 
bloodthirsty fiend. 

1: I thought you said you believed the 
Bible? 

S.: Yes, sir, I said it and I meant it. 

I.: I want to tell you, Mr. Smith, that 
that command is in the Bible, 1 Sam. xv, 3. 

S.: It must hav been given by the 
devil. 

I.: I think it was given by the so-called 
opposit of the devil. ` But, by whomsoever 
given, do you not think it a little brutal? 

S.: I told you, sir, that I believed every 
word in that blessed book. Blasphemy, 
blasphemy! i 

L: But hold a bit, Mr. Smith; you will 
please define blasphemy. 

8S.: Sir, a man isa blasphemer when he 
speaks disparagingly of the church or any 
of its adjuncts. 

L: I beg to differ from you again. 

S.: What then? 

L: Blasphemy—invented by & priest— 
is an epithet bestowed by superstition 
upon honest inquiry. Mr. Smith, hav you 
read recently the eighth chapter of Daniel? 

S.: No, sir, I hav not. Read it please; 
you hav the book. Well well, 
well, & profound mystery. I don't know. 

I.: What do you understand by mystery? 

8S.: Mystery is the depth of meaning in 
such chapters as you hav just read and in 
the remainder of the book of Daniel, in all 
the book of Revelation, and, in fact, one- 
half at least of the whole Bible. 


L: Mr. Smith, I beg to differ from you. 


once more in the matter of defining words. 
S.: What then? 
L: Mystery is the Mother Hubbard 


dress in which ignorance apparels non- 


sense. i 
8S.: Well, I must ‘be! ‘going; but before 

taking my leave I'd like to hav you giv me 

the names of the chapters you referred to. 


I hav read it hiere and 
there, and when Iwas a boy. I believe | . 
every word in the blessed book to hav 


I.: Yes, with pleasure; 2 Sam. xiii, 2 
Sam. xi, Num. xxxi. Dr. Lacey. 


. Has Made A Discovery. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., Aug..30, 1894. 


Ms. Eprror: You are battling manfully 


against religious fanaticism and prosorip- 
tion. But I of late hav come to the con- 
clusion that alchohol in itsdebauching and 
demoralizing influence is a more potent 
factor in controlling legislation and dictat- 
ing the policy in our government than 
either bigotry and superstition or & blind 
religious enthusiasm. 

Rum and religion are allied and the 
church would sooner fellowship with the 
rum power and industry than with Free- 
thought and religious liberty. There is a 
sympathy between religion and rum, be- 
cause drink and drunkenness carry on no 
open warfare against superstition; so that 
in the eyes of the fanatics, they are not 
advocates of Freethought or Infidelity. 

The rum oligarchy now virtually and 
literally dictates the policy of both old 
political parties in most of the states. 

In nominating candidates for office the 
rum interest must be consulted and the 
liquor-selling and consuming element be 
secured by providing men and measures 
for their approval, in order to get the 
needed drinking and drunken vote, so 
essential in most of the states to hav a 
majority. The great mass of church 
voters join with the rum voters to keep 
their favorit party in power. Rum and 
religion combined are more than a match 
for all the Freethought and Infidelity in 
the land. They will outwit and outvote 
the Infidels, and scoff at their feeble ef- 
forts. 

Church or religious people hav little re- 
gard or concern for the morality or ohar- 
acter or religious principles of the candi- 
date if he keeps them to himself, and if he 
can secure the rum vote and keepthe party 
in power, and caters in his polities to both 
rum and religion he. is good enough for 
them. 

We hav drunken congressmen and relig- 
ious congressmen, and they will act and 
vote together to secure legislation, or to 
prevent legislation against their respectiv 
interests. They fraternize in loving fel- 
lowship to support their mutual interests. 
A beautiful exhibition of this tendor affec- 
tion was very striking in Senator Quay's 
Sunday-closing bill for the late Columbian 
Exposition. 

Rum and religion must unite and work 
together, because they can do so much 
good for each other and for the country. 
This same happy feeling exists in most of 
our state legislatures, in political caucuses, 
and in local primary meetings. 

Liberals may fight the encroachments of 
the church and fanaticism, but while these 
hav such a powerful ally in the rum traffic 
they can make no appreciable show in self- 
defense. The purblind multitude do not 
see this alliance between rum and religion 
to rule the country; nor do they know 
that our bungling, drunken legislation in 
the interests of rum, religion, and capital 
is the cause of the financial crisis and our 
present industrial anarchism. 

If is all folly and & waste of, energy 
to work for any reforms or for the abolition 
of our social, commercial, and industrial 
evils while we ignore or connive at this 
league between the rum and the religious 
forces. The occupations of both are profit- 
ably followed because of the help they re- 
ceive from each other. 

Rum makes business for the church in 
trying to save sinners and criminals that 
drink and drunkenness produce; a source 
that supplies the chief cause for churches 
and church work. We can readily see the 
cause for the sympathy and near fellowship 
existing between them. The rum power 
can more than neutralize all the Infidels 
can do against religion by its fidelity to 
the church, its best friend. Liberals 
should bombard this alliance and either 
break. it up or force if-to the open, and 
self-defense; either to abandon or justify 
its complicity, 

Fifty years. ago Stephen Foster and 


Parker Pillsbury proved the: ‘‘American |. 


church and clergy a brotherhood of 
thieves," and. the **bulwark of American 
Slavery." To-day they are the bulwark of 
the rum traffic, and the political compan- 


ions and comrades of drunkardsand drunk- 
ard-makers at the polls. . 

Then they hated and persecuted the 
abolitionists who were the prohibitionists 
of slavery and slave-holding. and frater- 
nized with the slave-holder. 

Habitual drinkers whose brains are sat- 
urated, hardened by alcohol and made 
obtuse to any accurate or acute sense or 
delicate conception of justice or of the 
rights of others, care very little who rules 
or how much others suffer, provided they 
are at liberty to carry on the traffic, and 
luxuriate on the earnings of others, mill- 
ions of whom their traffic dooms to mis- 
ery and premature death, besides instigat- 
ing to nearly all the crime and poverty 
in our country. Liberals who take no in- 
terest in this question and refuse to pro- 
test against this outrage, or vote for par- 
ties who license and sustain it,- hav never 
been enlightened or half converted to the 
principles they profess, and are but acting 
jn concert with a corrupt church to keep 
the government under rum rule and Lib- 
erals in subjection to the church dicta. 

Because some prohibitionists are church 
members and are acting with the bigots 
against Liberalism, it will be found that 
with & majority of those it is from a belief 
that they can hav more influence with their 
church brethren in converting them to 
prohibition by not antagonizing them in 
their bigoted religious notions; believing 
that the arguments converting them to 
prohibition for the good of man would soon 
convince them that the welfare of man is 
more important than their superstitious 
notions in regard to their imagined duties 
and special services to please God. 

All the majority of church people need 


is the light to bring them to more rational 


and intelligent views of human rights. 
We must not conclude because the church 


papers publish articles and some pulpiteers 
thunder their bigoted notions, that any 


large proportion subscribe to or advocate 
their narrow views. They go to church 
and to the polls more to please the pastors 
and their political leaders than from any 
enlightened views of religion or politics. 
My acquaintance with church prohibi- 
tionists convinces me of this fact, and 


under the circumstances no intelligent. 


Liberal should show himself so illiberal as 
to refuse to join with them in helping to 
abolish the saloon traffic from the land: 
T. E. Lonashore. 


i 


An Attack Resisted. 
Ricumonp, VA., Aug. 17, 1894. 


Mr. Evrror: In the Richmond State of 


August 14th I read an article, ‘‘ Will Bob 
Ingersoll Ever Suicide?" The paper was 


handed to me by a friend of my own belief 


when on the train leaving the city for sev- 
eral days’ absence; hence delay in replying, 
The article was signed, **C. J. A." Now, 
Mr. O. J. A., in my endeavor to defend 


Robert Ingersoll against your charges, I 


will follow you closely. 
You start out by complimenting the edi- 


tor for some ‘‘just comments” he made 
upon the evil influence of Ingersoll's 


teachings. Those comments I did not see, 
therefore I will be silent concerning them. 

Then you proceed by saying that ** it is 
strange that they should hav any iuflu- 
ence at all; they certainly hav none with 


those who know what he is, for he has 


proved himself the veriest pretender in 
every rôle in which he has appeared ex- 
cept perhaps that of a lawyer.” That as- 
sertion is as false as it is malicious. 
Robert Ingersoll in belief and principle is 
no pretender, and C. J. A.,if he bea 
scholar, knows that. He must also be 
lacking in knowledge if he does not know 
that there are hundreds if not thousands 
of people in every city who know what 
Colonel Ingersoll is, and admire him as a 
teacher of truth, learning, and sound phi- 
losophy. 

Now let me quote the second paragraph; 
he says: ** Take him first as a champion of 


‘Infidelity. In this rôle he has made a 


great show of intellectual acumen, and of 
profound philosophical thought. To listen 
to him, one would think that the true 
teachings of history, logic, and philosophy 
were never understood until the white 
light of his clear intellect was thrown upon 
them. ‘The greatest minds heretofore hav 
only groped like blind men in their search 
for truth; it remained for him to soar 


away far above the mists of ignorance and 
superstition, and with his eagle eye take in 
the whole domain of human thought, and 
perceive and point out the true relation of 
all its parts. From this lofty vantage 
ground he discovered that there was no 
God, and that religion was a fraud,” 

In reply I will take the liberty to say 
that Ingersoll does not deny the existence 
ofa God. But one thing he does affirm, 
and he is correct. He says that the book 
that you call the Bible is not the revealed 
word of God. It is adivine blessing in- 
deed to mankind that Robert Ingersoll 
has sufficient genius, courage, and lan- 
guage to unfold in such an able manner 
the transformation of heathen mythology, 
under the manipulation of adroit men, into 
a system of priestcraft that keeps hundreds 
of millions of the human race in ignorance 
and holds them in subjection as dupes of 
delusion. C.J. A. saw fit to throw a sneer 
at Ingersoll’s ** modern" philosophy. In- 
gersoll's, philosophy is modern only in so 
far as common sense and religious liberty 
are modern, and with these laws of our 
free country cannot and will not interfere. 
There has been Ingersoll belief since the 
time of Elijah’s translation; the children 
heard their parents laugh 8t the preten- 
sion, and very naturally laughed at Elisha 
and said, ‘Go up, thou bald head." It 
was priestoraft that said that two she-bears 
came out of the woods and devoured the 
children (the meaning is, that God sent 
the bears to gobble them up). There has 
been Ingersoll belief throughout the ages, 
and the only barrier to this belief being 
made public was the persecution, iron 
shackles, and the death sentence of dog- 
matic priesteraft. Galileo was put behind 
the bars for saying that the earth moved. 
The publishers of Paine’s works were 
put behind them. But I need not mention 
to any well-read man the hundreds of men 
who suffered persecution in & similar or 
worse way. Isitany wonder that Robert 
Ingersoll takes advantage of the civil and 
religious liberty. of his day? Where would 
Robert Ingersoll hav been three hundred 
or even two hundred years ago, had he 
lived then and advocated what he does 
now? ‘The teaching of that priestoraft 
has been the great and chief barrier to the 
progress of science, learning, and civiliza- 
tion 

There hav been men of perhaps equal 
greatness for centuries past, and any and 
every well-read student of history knows 
that priesteraft, in all the denominations, 
suppressed Freethought, and I dare you 
to come out and deny this and back your 
denial with -historical facts. When theo- 
logians tell you that the teaching of the 
Bible brought about civilization they are 
going against the records. It was the 
overwhelming tide in the progress of 
science that compelled theologians to re- 
treat and modify their assertions concern- 
ing many of the more glaring errors of the 
Bible and theology. 

Robert Ingersoll is an extraordinary 
production of human nature; his acquire- 
ments are ‘due to close application. His 
honesty and citizenship are above re- 
proach; he is bold enough to be honest 
and honest enough to be bold; he is not 
afraid to think and to say what he believes. 
His object in this day of liberty and free- 
dom of speech is to let men know the 
truth; to pull away the curtains and open 
to the gaze of the wide world that private 
apartment, **the holy of the holies,” where 
the high priests entered only once a year. 
And if he did gain that lofty vantage 
ground he made no secret of it. He did 
not, like Moses, pass & death sentence on 
either man or beast that should come near 
to touch the mount. He does not preach 
for tithes, but the theologians are jealous 
because he can make an honest living by 
telling the truth,.and thereby shake to 
atoms the doctrins of mystery, miracle, 
and prophecy. 

O. J. A. knew no better than to assert 
that Father Lambert’s little pamphlet, 
‘Notes on Ingersoll,” ground him into 
an impalpable powder. I hav read'the 
pamphlet, and a ten-year-old school boy 


could digest it before breakfast. 


It certainly grinds you to s powder to 


know that you:and all your theological 
host hav never been able to stagger: him 


or shake his understanding. 
T. A. DONALDSON. 
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@akildren’s Corner. 


` Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this "Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is heginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s ocenpationa , 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


Sleepy Man. 


When the sleepy man comes with the dust on his 
eyes, 
(Oh, weary, my Dearie, s0 weary!) 
Ho shuts up the earth, and he opens the skies. 
(So hush-a-by, weary, my Dearie!) 


He smiles through his fingers, and shuts up the 
gun; 
(Oh, weary, my Dearie, 80 weary !) 
The stars that he loves he lets out one hy one. 
(So hush-a-hy, weary, my Dearie!) 


He comes from the castles of Drowsy: hoy Town; 
(Oh, weary. my Dearie, so weary!) 
At the touch of his hand the tired eyelids fall 
down. 
(80 hush-a-hy, weary, my Dearie!) 


He comes with a murmur of dream in his wings; 
(Oh, weary, my Dearie, 30 weary!) 

And whispers of mermaids and wonderful things. 
(So hush-a-hy. weary, my Dearie!) 


Then the top is a hurden, the hugle a bane, 
(Oh, weary, my Dearie, £o weary !) 
When one would he faring down Dream.a-way 
Lane. 
(So hush-a-hy, weary. my Dearie!) 


When one would he wendiug in Lullahy Wherry 
(Oh, weary, my Dearie, 80 weary !) 
To Sleepy Man's Castle hy Comforting Ferry. 
(Bo hush-a-hy, weary, my Dearie!) 
—G. D. Roberts, in the Century. 


— 


After the Shower. 


The gav little flowerets 
Are sparkling with fun, 
They seem to look np 
And make love to the sun; 
He smiles.softly down 
From the cloud.curtained sky, 
And they opeu their wings, 
As if ready to fly. 


The birds e'en rejoice 
That theshower is o'er, 
Their music sounds sweeter 
Than ever hefore; 
They fly to their haunts 
In the emerald hower 
And warble in harmony 
“After the shower.” 


—GEOBGE J. REMSBURG. 


Secular Education. 


[Mr. Louis Levine sends us the follow- 
ing, one of the National Secular Society's 
tracts, London, England. It embodies 
our own views in relation to the edu- 
cation of children, and should be read and 
pondered by all Liberals.—Ep. C. C.] 


Now that the struggle between Chris- 
tianity and Freethought, Religion and 
Reason, is becoming every day more ac 
centuated, every day, every hour more 
bitter, it is of the highest importance that 
we should arm our children to meet the 
foe, and nowhere shall we find a more 
efficient weapon than in Secular education. 
Everyone who sends his child to school 
and allows it there to receive Bible teach- 
ing is doing that child and the Freethought 
movement an infinit amount of harm. I 
know it is said: ‘‘If we withdraw our chil- 
dren from religious instruction they are 
shunned by their schoolfellows, taunted, 
scoffed at, and their little lives made miser- 
able.” Unfortunately this is in a great 
measure true. but not to the extent that 
we might at first imagin; for if the child, 
having at home the example of honest, 
upright parents, be himself honest and 
upright, he soon livs down all such un- 
pleasantness and is respected and honored 
by the whole school. It is not merely 
that a certain portion of the child's day is 
employed uselessly when he might be 
learning how to make his own life, and the 
lives of others, better, happier, and more 
beautiful, or when he might be in the 
fields gathering in a store of health. It is 
far worse than this; the time occupied in 
Bible teaching in school is time employed 
for the child’s lasting injury, for from the 
Bible he learns that to trick, to lie, to cheat, 
has been conduct not only passed without 
blame, but followed by actual reward. It 
is not a negativ harm he receives but a 
positiv moral poison. 

If we wish our children to be honest we 
must not let them hear the Bible read in 
school; lest they hear how Jacob lied to 
his blind father Issac and thus stole his 
brother’s blessing, a theft indorsed by 
God. To teach them that mere repent- 


ance covers the sin of theft is a direct en- 
couragement to dishonesty. To instill 
into the young mind that there is more 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repent- 
eth than over ninety and nine just persons 
who need no repentance, is a strong in- 
citement to vice and crime. If we want 
our children not to lie, we must be careful 
ne one holds before them the example of 
Peter, who thrice denied his master, and 
yet was given by that master the keys of 
heaven; nor must we teach them the story 
of Ananias and Sapphira, because when 
once they hav proved by personal experi- 
ence that a lie does not mean sudden 
death, they will not only cease to believe 
in the punishment, but in the wrongness 
of the lie itself. Let us rather teach them 
to be honest, not to lie, nor steal; that dis- 
honesty, lying, and theft are evil because 
one lie breeds many, and a liar is never to 
be trusted, but is despised and feared 
wherever he goes, always carrying with 
him suspicion and hate. 

If we wish our children to be brave we 
must beware how they are taught that 
when one cheek is smitten they must turn 
the other; we must be careful how they 
hear that when Jesus was in sore distress 
all his disciples **forsook him and fled—" 
disciples held before children as examples 
and models. To giv them moral courage 
enforce upon them that a pure concience 
is as an armor of proof. To make ohil- 
dren physically brave we must first hav 
them physically healthy. Next we must 
explain to them dangers they are likely to 
meet with, neither exaggerating nor de- 
preciating their gravity. If we - exag- 
gerate we make the children fearful and 
timid; if we depreciate they go insuffi- 
ciently prepared to meet the danger and 
get trodden under in the fight. We must 
bid them be wary of defiance, but stout of 
defense. 

If we tell our little ones how men hav 
suffered and died for their opinions, let us 
rather point to Spinoza and Giordano 
Bruno than to Jesus Christ. 

Do we want our children industrious? 
Then we must not teach them to follow the 
example of the lilies of the field. Do we 
want our children just and generous?. 
Then we must not let them hear how Jacob 
bargained with Esau before he consented 
io relieve the pangs of his brother's 
hunger, or how Christ cursed and blighted 
a fig tree because it had no fruit upon it 
when he happened to pass by. Do we 
want our children sober? Then, we must 
guard them from such teaching as this: 
** Giv strong drink unto him that is ready 
to perish, and wine unto those that be of 
heavy hearts. Let him drink and forget 
his poverty, and remember his misery no 
more." If we wish our children to hav a 
clear and distinct idea of right and wrong 
we must avoid putting into their hands a 
book which contains such contradictory 
moral teaching as the Bible. 

In school the child’s education should 
be. secular; but yet I would not hav him 
grow up without teaching upon the sub- 
ject of religion. 

A child goes to a board [public] school 
and hears for the first time the word 
*god." Perhaps a favorit playmate says 
to your astonished little one: ** My mother 
says that your father is a very wicked 
man, he doesn’t believe in God, and I am 
not to play with you any more." The 
child wonders, comes home, and asks: 
‘What's God, father? D n't you believe 
in God?" Perhaps you answer, '' Little 
children should not ask questions," or 
something to that effect. The child goes 
away unsatisfied and uneasy. To avoid 
that I would hav you yourselvs in your 
leisure hours teach your children about all 
religions. 'Tell them that in the world 
there are many religions which hav all 
grown out of ignorance. How religions 
hav appeared and disappeared; how when 
man did not understand the running 
water there was a water god; when he did 
not understand the natural causes which 
brought about good and bad seasons then 
the deity who had charge of agricultural 
operations was pleased or angry. Tell 
how, even long after a cause has been 
removed, its ill effects unhappily remain, 
and although the world is rapidly growing 
less and less ignorant it cannot escape from 
the toils of its manifold superstitions with 
equal rapidity.. 

T would hav parents talk to their little 


ones of Thor, Woden, and Freia, wor- 
shiped by our Saxon ancestors, explain to 
them that that was a worship belonging to 
a barbarousage, and that there are not many 
people who believe in the Thunder God 
to-day. Tell the children, too, of the 
beautifnl fancies of the Greeks, of Zeus, 
of Pallas, and the host of gods and god- 
desses. Neither omit the Jewish God 
Jahveh; explain that, lacking as this 
superstition is in beauty or high moral 
teaching, nevertheless thousands of their 
brothers and sisters are still in its toils. 
Tell of Brahma, of Buddha, of Allah, of 
Krishna, of Christ, of Mohammed, and their 
millions of worshipers. Moreover, never 
lose an opportunity of making comparisons 
between these different beliefs, and note 
to your little student how all hav grown 
out of the hydra-headed dragon, Igno- 
rance. Let the children be shown the 
temples frequented by Protestants and 
Roman Catholics; take them inside and 
point out the images and idols. Then 
show them pictures of Buddhist and Mo- 
hammedan temples, or take them into a 
museum and show them models. Let 
them there look at the scores of idols wor- 
shiped: by different peoples, and having 
shown the Madonna and child in the 
Catholic temple, point out Isis and Horus 
in the museum. Put all these legends and 
myths on the same footing to the child 
and then when he hears the word ‘‘god,” 
he will not be cast into a state of uneasy 
wonderment as to whether his father really 
is wicked, but will hav a feeling of tender 
pity toward his little friend that he too has 
nota father or mother to explain to him 
that his god is but one of many, and all 
created out of man’s ignorance. 

` When the child is old enough to think 
and judge a little for himself, then the 
Bible should be put into his hands. He 
will find it a very curious, interesting, and 
in some parts beautiful, piece of literature; 
but his brain will then be trained to dis- 
tinguish between the good and bad in it, 
and he will be prepared to study, not to 
worship it. HYPATIA BRADLAUGH. 

MR CORE AUER 
Ideas of God. 

From Lvox W. PHELPS, West Sutton, 

Mass., aged seventeen: 

What are my ideas of God, and what 
should God represent to the future Free- 
thinker? God is an appellation which 
has been and is used to represent some- 
thing that is indiscernible, and ever will 
be. It is merely an imaginary idol which 
those people who hav not broken the 
gy ves that bind them to superstition, those 
who hav not progressed with the age in 
which they liv, worship, as their crestor. 
That God’s origin was caused through 
ignorance of ancient people is ostensible. 
Thus God is unavailable to the future 
Freethinker. He should base his structure 
upon truths, not myths; on knowledge, not 
ignorance. God can represent only a 
stumbling- block in the future Freethink- 
er's path. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


HIS 
Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
Delivered before the Brooklyn Ethical Assoctation 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 

Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of F8 pages, fall of scientific 
thought. The story of tht greet scientist's life 
and works read; like an enchanting tale. 

Address TH TKOTA BEEKER. 
28 Lafayette place, New York Gitr, 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Summer Days at Onset. Il- 
lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
AN in a Lifetime, $ Liberal Romance, 


12mo, 800 pp. 

Apples of "ola. And Other UN for 
oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.25 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting Book, Without S ti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. he Only Free. 


thinkers’ Ohildren’s Story-hook ever issued. 
66 full 


-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper. hroad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., hoards, $1. 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


STU in a Nf wtshell. 


By ASA AUGER. 
A condensation of the fundamenta argument 
against Ohristianity. 


A Very Good Little Missrenary Work. 
Price, 15 cents, Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


84 pages. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS CHEAP 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten. 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Medimval Education, By 
8. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

The Dawn of History: An introdugsion to Pre. 
Historic Study. Edited h F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. ie 75 cents. 

On The. Study of Words. By Riohard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth,75 cents. 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology and 
the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultz. 

7» cents. 

English: Past aud Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laiug. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetahle Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with ohservations on their 
hahits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

Education. Intellectual, Moral, and_ Physical 
Progress; Its Laws aud Cause. With other 
disquisitions. Two hooks in one. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herhert Spencer. 75 cts 

Political Science, containin Physics, aud. Poli- 
tics. An Application of the Principles of 
Natural Science to Political Society, hy 
Walter Bagehot: and History of the Science 
of Politics, hy Frederick Pollock. 75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. ‘By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. ! 

wo hooks in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, hy Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birheck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourternth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 

C. Hecker, M.D. Two hooks in one volume. 
75 cents. 

Bound Volume of Humholdt Library, containing 
numbers 92 to 108. . 

Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, FR 
S.E., F.L S., with 35 Illustratioas. $1. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. 
Sully. 75 cents. 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 
Strictures_on Political and Moral Subjects. 

y Mary Wollstonecraft. $1. 

The Genesis of Science and the Factors of Or- 
ganic Evolution. Both hy Herhert Spencer 
iu one volume 75 cents. 

Flowers, Tynits, and Leaves. DEP Sir John Luh- 
hock, Bar 4 LL.D., with 
numerous Mio ah 6 ont: 

Geological Sketches at Mone and Ahroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.8. "75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect, of some Familiar Things. By W. 
Miriam, d .C.8. Two hooks in one volume. 

cents. 


Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 


Allen. 75 cents. 
The Pleasures D of Life. By Sir John Luhhock, 


art. 75 cents. 

SELEOT WORKS OF RIOHARD A, PROOTOR. 
Light Science for Leisure Hours 
Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Hereditary Traits, aaa other Essays. 
Mi-cellaneous Essays. 
Illusions of the Senses. and rther Essays. 

otes ou Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 

ous Essays. Six hooks in one volume. $1.50 
SELEOT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN. 


The Evolutionist at. Large. 

Vignettes from Nature, and 

Force aud Energy; a theory of Dynamics. Three 
hooks in one volume. Cloth, $1. 


BRAIN ^» BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface hy 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera» 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are, hased 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s BOBO of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as gonvincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Addres 

THE "TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON, 
4 Thorough Examination and Ref: 
utation of the Claims of the 
Saboatarians, 


By James 


rh a 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WASHE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 82 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism i 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Bxv. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price.15 cante. Address this office. 


“nh mamta 


THE TRUTHISEEKER, SEPTEMBER 29, 1894. 


621 


Agents tor The Truth Seeker. 
Arkansas ` 
Davies & Son, 419 Main st., Little Rock. 


California 
Thos. W. Baker, Exeter. 
Stoll & Thayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles. 
S.C. Blake, 508 Kearney st., SanFrancisco. 
C. E. Duran, 884 Montgomery st, San 
Francisco. 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. ist st., Los 


geles. 
Max NewsStand, 102 N. Main, LosAngeles. 
J. E. Matthews, Eureka. 
Eclectic Book Store, Los Angeles. 


Shaw & Gregg, Broadway opp. Central 


Bank, Oakland. 
S. D. Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 


Canada 


P. C. Allen, 85 King. st., Toronto. 
John McKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto. 


Colorado 


J Nowland & Co. 400 Harrison aV., Lead- 


ville. 
Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 
C. Smith & Son, 385 Larimer st., Denver. 


Connecticut 


Perry Moul, Danbury. 


Florida 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 


A. J. Gardner, Kissimmee. 
Georgia 


Wm. Estill, Savannah. 
: Alninois 


Brentano Bros.,204 Wabash ave., Chicago. 
Chas. W. Curry, 188 Madison st., Chicago. 
Henry Fash, 516 W. Madison st., Chicago. 
Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 
Post-Office News Qo., 93 Adams, Chicago. 


owa 
Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines. 


Indiana 
Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 55 Mass. av., In- 


dianapolis, . 
Louisiana 


Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans. 


Massachusetts 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. ' 


H. W. Smith, 6 N. Main st., Fall River. 
aine 
N. G. Fessenden, 494 Congress 8t, Portland. 


Michigan 
Baker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
H. Ullbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 


Minnesota 


W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th st., St. Paul. 


Parcher & Sacre, 8 8rd st., S. Minneapolis. 
Missouri 


J A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St.Joseph. 

E. F. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Philip Roeder, cor. 4th & Olive, St. Lonis. 
New York 

S. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 

Brentano Bros., 5th ave. & 18th st., N. Y. 

L. Jonas & Co., Astor House, New York. 

E. J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 


R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. ' 
C. Ryan, 188 Western Boulevard. 
J. H. Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 


W. Winham, 888 Keap st., Brooklyn. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
R. Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 
W. H. Leonard, 91 Congress st., Troy. 
Best & Co., 8 Chestnut st., Buffalo. 

New Jersey 
F. Braithuit, 91 Belleville av., Newark. 
W. Walz, 87 Bremen st., Newark. 


Nebraska 
J. I. Freuhauf, Omaha. , 
G. A. Howe, York. 
J. S. Stott, So. Omaha. 


Ohio 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O.Box 700, Cincinnati. 
Larwood, Day&Co., 259 Superior, Clevel’d. 
N. Hexter, 842 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Standard News Co., 14 W. Tusc st, Canton. 
Alf, Warren Co, 217 Centralave, Cincinnati. 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 


Oregon 
Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 
W. E. Jones, 291 Alder st., Portland. 
Handley & Haas, 150 1st st., Portland. 


Pennsylvania 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st.. Phila. 


R. Staley, Wood and 4th ave., Pittsburgh. 
Rhode island 


H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 


Providence. 
Tennessee 


D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga. 


: Texas 
E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
J. R. Humphrey, Waco. 
F. Ohlendorf, Gal veston. 
Utah 
Margett Bros., 76 Mainst., Salt Lake City. 


J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
Virginia 


Mrs. E. D. Slenker, Snowville. 


E. J. Brady, Richmond. 
Washington 


C. B. Reynolds, 420 No. L st., Tacoma. 
E. Skamser, Buckley. 
Sutton & Allairs, 104 So. 2d st., Seattle. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 
—With Music Written | to All the Songs.— 
CoxwrmLgD BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
rise. $1,5 0, For s&'s st THIS OFFICE 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thnmbserew and Rack. Illustrations syne- 


cially preperod, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. j 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By 7 ohn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
hated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Cnrse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethonght. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 

ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; vaper, 50 cents. . 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide- to Its Source. ByJacob Hartmann, M.D. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. s 
Resurreetion of Jesns. | By Don Allen. 
By Helen 


Cloth. 75 cents; Cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. 

H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50cents . 

Woman, Chnreh, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $8. 

The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 

Woman: Fonr Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 
Four Hundred Years of Freethonght. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 


elegant binding, over one hundred por- 
traits, 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D, 
Fourth Edition. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap” 


ers. 
Part T Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 
Part TIS erivation of Ohristianity ; twenty 
. chapters. 
Part 1v. Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Press Notices. 

The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
good, and as the facts upon which the argument 
18 based arelargeiy Christian, our theologioal 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Átlantio.— The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
m of the nineteenth century.—Progressive 

hinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address ail orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 20c. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Jnnins? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best sikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius end Casca. Price 


5 cents. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


L, K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 


Chnreh, ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
&minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!” 


Price, 10 cents. 
Followers of Jesns. Price, 10 cents. 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 
Religions Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Pnblic Schools and the Catholie 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With References to the most lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
Scriptures. Includin: Questions Answered Affirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 

Price, 25 Cents, 


Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafavette Place. New York City. 


J THE CANDLE 


FROM UNDER 


THE BUSHEL 


By WILLIAM HART. 


1,306 Questions to the ey and for the Con- 
sideration of Others. 


. The author, while a sincere church member, obeyed the in- 
junction to search the scriptures, which led to the propounding of 
these queries, no clergyman can answer rationally and remain a 
Christian. 


PRICE 40 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette PI., New York. 


POPULAR EDITIONS 


Thomas Paine’s Works. 


NINN PRR RAL NN NGA ISIN 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.; 
6 copies for $1; cloth. 50c. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 400.; clo., 750. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
Glite), By J E Remsborg. 
2or! . Pap. .; olo.,750. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 150. 

CRISIS. Written During Am, 
Revolution — Pav., 40c.; clo., 750. 

a GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800pp.; 


clo.. $3; leather, 4; morocco, 


ilt edges. $4.50. 
LIFE OF. By O. Blanchard. 
Pan ,40c.: clo., with portrait, 600. 
LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and gious Career in 
America, Franoc, and England, 
anda Sketch by William Cobbett. 
The only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $b. 
LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 500. 
LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $1. 
LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 
POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 106 
POLITICAL WORKS: **Com- 
pon Benge.” * Crisis,” ' Rights of 


g $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on the French Bev- 
olution. Pap.,400 ; clo., 750. 

TESTIMONIALSTO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 100, 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS: ‘‘Age 
of Reason,” Examination of t 
DUE dem ae et 

: nd 6 Tait, 

VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 

Observer. By R. G. Ingersoll 100. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 2 Lafayette Place, New York 
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JY ev Publications 


Unless otherwise apecified, all publica- 
tions noticed here cam be had of Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Rieut Lrviwo. 
292; price, $1. 
Seeker Co. 
This isa bright, cheerful, happy-making 

book that brings a blessing wherever it 
goes. Therefore, where ought it not to go? 
There is nothing dull, stupid, or preacby 
about it; it merely samples out and pict- 
ures the best ways toliv. We are ‘‘in it” 
and hav no choice but to liv, Colonel 
Ingersoll on suicide to the contrary not- 
withstanding, so we had better make the 
best of it and liv as comfortably, pleas- 
antly, usefully, happily, and blessed/y as 
we can. This book was written by one of 
the Angels to show us how. Itis happy- 
making because it drops so much so easily. 
If most of us had tried to write a book 
about ‘‘ living” we would hav fallen into 
religions or philosophies or sociologies or 
at least ethics or morals, and so hav sunk 
out of sight—at least common sight, The 
authoc illustrates life—self and social life— 
hopeful, healthful, and enjoyable, by 
showing its phases in chapters. 

She starts out with old Goethe; he, and 
not Solomon, was the wisest man; that is, 
Goethe when he was old, and had sobered 
out of his younger pranks, though he 
could never hay held a candle for Solomon 
as to them, but he finally summed up the 
wisdom of the world in three words, ‘‘ Re- 
member to liv!” (Gedenke zu leben.) 
That is the sum, if not the motto, of this 
book, and its sixty chapters are pictures, 
descriptions, and ‘‘ tips ” as to how it is to 
be done. The chief end of man and life is 
life itself—not to '*glorify " some god or 
. shy some devil. The proof of the book is, 
that such a life is what we and everybody 
out of the lunatic asylum want or ought 
to want, and so what the world wants. 
Without boasted learning or casuistry we 
hav a healthy, free-growing life pictured 
in its sixty various aspects, and by looking 
them over we can always find by contrast 
what we want to help us out, so that we 
may be good and useful and even agree- 
able. Will our friends who will use rum 
and tobacco and compel us to catch their 
breaths please read the chapters on Tem- 
peranee, Tobacco, Habit, Cleanliness, and 
Politeness and Best Society? Except for 
a kiss every face should keep at least two 
yards off from every other? 

But there is no authority or censorship 
in the book—no lessons from Censor 
Anthony Comstock. Its cure for the bad 
is not repression or repulsion, but con- 
trast, assimilativ and healthy growth, 
which soon rejects or transforms the bad 
jnto the good. To do this we hay only to 
step out of the old rotten authority—God 
and devil, heaven and hell ‘‘ morals " of 
fear, hate, envy, punishment, and celestial 
bribery—into the clear light of science, 
social attractions and motivs, to find that, 
as the author and the Wise Man say, 
‘* Living will teach you how to liv, better 
than preacher or book.” Yes, but it is 
right good to-learn a great deal of life by 
the unlucky and unfortunate experiences 
of others instead of our own. In tAat lies 
the great practical value and attraction of 
works of this kind. George Eliot sought 
to illustate a similar idea in her ‘* Theo. 
phrastus Such," following the ‘‘ Charac- 
ters” of good old Theophrastus, the 
famed successor of Aristotle. But their 
pictures were gross and of special vices 
personified, such as ‘‘the Miser,” ‘the 
Glutton,” ete. Our author quite other- 
wise, and in a way modern and original, 
givs us the good aspects'of healthy char- 
acteristics upon which modern evolution 
throws the emphasis of our age. She | 


ry Susan H. Wixon. Pp. 
For sale by the Tran 


drops every word of the old lingo, theo- 
logical or philosophical. 
are like these: 

** Humanity is a unit—a body. We are 
paris of the whole. * Therefore we 
shun those acts that hold the sting of pain 
and regret.” 

“Nothing that we hav seen or known is 
more wonderful and beautiful than the ' 
mind [life] of man, To aid its process of 


Her keynotes 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


a een € — 


| growth and development, its highest un- 


foldment, is the object of this book." 


**When the eyes of ignorance are 


opened evil will disappear.” 


‘* Right living is human helpfulness— 


that is, wisdom.” 


** Anything that tends to the elevation 


of humanity is moral.” 


‘The result is to be: My life a profit 


and a delight.” 


The temptation is to keep on gathering 
these pearls by which the quality of good- 


ness described in each chapter is adorned, 
but /Aat won't do for us. 
that turn the book over to the reader. 
will be a permanent delight, a ray of sun- 
shine and of goodness in every household, 


school-house, or lonely room in which it 


may enter; a constant friend, ** As though 
a sister’s voice reproved,” and yet reproved 
by example and persuasion rather than 
by command. T. B. WAKEMAN. 


‘‘ Dynamic Theory,” by James B. Alex- 
ander—'' An attempt to show that or- 
ganic beings are both constructed and 
operated by the dynamic agencies of their 
respeotiv environments ”—is a recent oc- 
tavo volume of 1,065 pages and 400 illus- 
trations by a Mine polis scientific author. 
Mr. Alexander. is a writer of the Darwin 
and Spencer school, aud in his volume 
works out in detail a theory which is in 
harmony with that on: which Darwin’s 
works were based. Commencing with 
embryology, the author traces the de- 
velopment of the human being slong all 
lines, and draws evidence from every 
department of science. Nine chapters 
are devoted to the testimony of ge- 
ology. Botany and zoólogy are exhaust- 
ivly drawn upon. Even physics and 
electricity are made to bear witness, while 
physiology and anatomy are made the 
subject of a score or more chapters. In 
the chapters on the ego: or personality, 
Mr. Alexander argues that the ‘‘ feeling 
of personality " is a union of sensations. 
He says that ego is a true case of 
e pluribus unum. When Tommy wants 
a drink, the various organs-and functions 
speak through Tommy’s mouth. Mr. 
Alexander admits that his theory subverts 
the theory of the immortality of the soul. 
Tf the mind is an aggregate of phenomena, 
it ceases or dies, he says, when the body 
which maintains it ceases existence. The 
union of sensaticns ceases when the sensa- 
tions fail. This is true, he thinks, whether 
the soul be considered material or imma- 
terial. When the body and brain go, the 
machinery for the production of mind is 
destroyed. The continustion of our 
identity, he concludes, is to be accom- 
plished, if at all, by the continuation or 
reconstruction of our bodies, that is, by a 
resurrection. The work is suggestiv of 
thought, and will prove interesting even 
to those who may radically differ with its 
conclusions. The style is clear and the 
arrangement of arguments is synthetical 
and easy to follow. The work is well 
worth perusal.—[Spectator, Minneapolis. 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. 

By B. F. Underwood...............- Price 6 cents 
The World's Parliament of Religions. - 

By Tenney..... eene eene Price 10 cents 
The Gods. Poni ang 3s i 

By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price-20.cents 
Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great-Deluge. E i 
ə By McCann.............. ——— M Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. e 

By Henry Frank............... v. Price 25 cente: 
The Bruno Monument In Rome........ Price 12 centa 
Church and State. 

By “Jefferson ’?.......cescaveceeees Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity: / E 

By Benwell................ PPP Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll on Roscoe Conklin. v 


Dwight L. Moody. Lon 

By Susan H. Wixon.............. 
Christian Religion. - e ue 

By an Old Yarmer.............. Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. SET 

By Yngersoll............eeeeee eene Price 10.cents 
Effacement -of Christianity. pegen e 

By Holyoake.:....scsecscescenceees Price 10.centa 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. * 

By Holyoake............... esce en Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll's Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 

By H. L. Green.,............eeees- Price 4 cents 
Religion in the Republic. 

By M, A. Freeman..........sescee8 Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Temmey....ce.ccccccsesseesceecs Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (illustrated), 

By Flower & Wakeman........... Price 15 cents 
Jehovah Interviewed........... sees ces. Price 6 cents 
Cosmotogy against Theology. e 


v By Vindex.,..eeessse ee eee so eese FTiCO 15 conte 
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$100 Reward $100. 

The readers of this paper will be pleased 
to learn that there is at least one dreadful 
disease that science has been able to cure 
in all its stages, and that is Oatarrh. 
Halls Catarrh Cure is the only positive 
cure Known to the medical fraternity. 
Catarrh being a constitutional disease, 
requires a constitutional treatment. Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure is taken internally, acting 
directly upon the blood and mucous sur- 
faces of the system, thereby destroying 
the foundation of the disease, and giving 
the patient strength by building up the 
constitution and assisting nature in doing 
its work. The proprietors have so much 
faith in its curative powers, that they offer 
One Hundred Dollars for any case that it 
failsto cure. Send for list of testimonials. 

Address F. J, CHENEY & 00., 
tr Sold by Druggists, 75c. Toledo, O. 


Books by S. P. Putnam. : 


The New God, Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and Iis 


Poiontific Bolution, with some Criticisms of 
niversology. Price, 20 cents. t 
Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
cents. “ rose epic of the war,rich wit. 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first page to last with the living spirit of toe 
day.” —] Sohn Swinton’s Paper. 

The au- 


one, 4 - Romance, m 
th. rtainly „ha; enius. e divine 
oroative spark is within him. The book is 
filled wit manl thoughts expressed, in 
ds—the transcript of a manly min 
Every Liberal should road Golden Throne.’” 
—[Ingersoll. Price, $1. UH 
* 0 and Jesus, x conversation in 
etween the Nineteen entury 
Inkdel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cents. : . 
A poetic version of 
the Indian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Price, 10 cents. 
eb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
Price, 85 cents. 


My Religious Experience, Price, 25 cents, - 


For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette place, Now York. 


Force and Matter; 


Peinciples of the Natural Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Moraliy 
Based Thereon. 


. Bx Prorzsson LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VURTENTS : 

Foros and Matter, The Fitness of Th. ngs ir 
ortality of Matter, Nature (Teleology), 
ortality of Force, Man, . 

Ínfinity of Matter, Brain and Mind, 

Value of Matter, hought, 

Motion, Consciousness, 

Form, .. Seat of the Soul, 

immutability of Natural Innate Ideas 

SWB, The Idea of God, 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
Laws, ital Force, 
The Heavens, . The Soul of Brutes 
Periods of the Creation Free Will, j 


of the Earth, . orality, . : 
Original Generation, ^ Concludling Observs 
Secular Generation, tions. 
Prina $1.50 Address THR TROTH SEEKER- 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES, 

new edition of that splendid prose Roem, 
fe," by “the prince of orators,” Col. B. G. 
Ingersoll It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
Appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
»yurrounded by the prose poem, which has been 


- {| truthfully described as, '* one of the masterpieces 


of the or&tor and poet, who now,as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artístio 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is, 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 76 cents, post- aid, 


on Tafavatto blada New York. 
BOOKS BY 
PRƏF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 81. |. 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 


of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $1. 


Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus 


trated by H. Faber. Cloth, ez SEEKER 
e88 ] 
Lafayette place, Now York. 


S 


J. D. Shaw's Book 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
ini ight chapters in refutation 
Pe TEA that t e Bible is a divine book of 
ure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 
Price, cents. ` m 
Studies In Theology, A clear exposition 
ibli of man’s “or 4 
Qi the biblion] story o denominated “the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. - 

The Bible Agaiust Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 

The Human Nature of Jesus, A refute- 
i sumption that he was a ne 
ton ot ihe that he was the fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it M erio aen 

THE à i 
A Lafayette place, Now York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


Views of Speaker's Platform 
" AND val 


The Assemblage. 


What they are: 


1. View of the Stand, with the speakers ` 


and other occupants standing, showin. Qolo- 


nei Ingersoll, President Rowle . ut- 
nam, T. B. Wi DEA 


. Wakeman, et al. 
Colonel Ingersoll Causes a Smile. 


"President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. 


Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem, 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity, 


2. 
8. 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 30th wreathed in flowers and bearing 


mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
All taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Rochelle. on May 30th, and are historically. patri- 
otically, and artistically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Liberals who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 

aine. Miss Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion.. The 
photographs are 8x10 inches in. size and the price 
ìs seventy-five cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. ` 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. . 


PG G-0— 
CHRIST . 
—»ace— CRUCIFIED? 


: By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 


WAS 


A Judicial consideration of the question,and the 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 


tion. Price, 10 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
POPES AND THEIR DOINGS 


Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Perg". sncents: cloth, 75 sents 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 1s just what its title implies—thum 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the - 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu..sianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Bcience, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. i 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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Det for Parsons. | POND'S EXTRACT 


Sr. Perer: ‘‘ Minister, were you? I 
don't see many souls to your credit.” 
New Arrival: ‘‘Didn’t hav time to save 
souls, St. Peter; I was too busy raising 
mortgages.” —Life. 


Aman dat plants a watermillion patch 
next to de graveyard may not save all his 
melons, but he is de means ob eradicatin’ 
de germs ob sooperstishun from de minds 
of de colored population in dat ver- 
cinity.— Puck. 


Waorvze has lived long enough to find 
out what life is, knows how deep a debt of 
gratitude we owe to Adam, the first great 
benefactor of our race—he. brought death 
into the world.— Mark Twain, in *'* Th 
Century,” New York. s 


‘Mr. LowGTALEK is doing a wonderful 
amount of good among the poor, over- 
worked people." ‘‘In what way?" ‘‘He 
‘preaches sermons long enough for them to 
get a good, refreshing sleep every time." 
—Chicago Inter- Ocean, 


FaArHER O'RounBxE: ''Michael, my son, 
I hope you vote as I do." Mike Finnegan: 
**An' how does your riverence vote?" 
Father O'Rourke: ‘‘Oh, I vote as I 
pray." ‘‘ Mike Finnegan: ‘‘ Och, it's for 
money, thin. Yis, your riverince. 
wid yez.” — Life. 


Mornzn: ‘‘ You shouldn't play games on 
Sundav." Little boy: '* This one is all 
right.” ‘*Do you mean that all that run- 
ning and jumping is right?"  **'Yes'm. 
‘We are playing steeple chase, and pre- 
tendin’ they is reg'lar church steeples."— 
Street and Smith's Good News. 


Tus contradictions of popular theolog 
are not unperceived by the child mind. 
‘A little girl four and a half years old 
lately said: ‘‘Papa, who made Mary and 
Joseph?" ‘* Why, God, of course.” ‘‘ Oh, 
no, papa, that could not be; for, if Jesus 
is God, and Mary is Jesus’ mother, how 
eould God make his own mother? ” 


THE SALVATIONIST'S HYMN. 
LSuggested by G. L. Mackenzie's " Satvattonist's 
Prayer." 


Praise the Lord, I'm nicely saved. 

No matter how you hav behaved, 

The road to heaven with sin is paved. 
Hallelujah! 


Christ for sinners died and bled; 

All my crimes are on his head. 

I sin; he suffers in my stead. : 
Hallelujah! 


Lord, I love to liv with thee, 

‘Since thou dost provide for me; 

"Though I work not, want will flee. 
Hallelujah! 


So I sing and shout and play, 

Making life one holiday, 

While to hell most take their way.. 
Hallelujah! 

Freethinker, 


A MAIDEN lady of Penzance owned a 
parrot, which somehow acquired the dis- 
agreeable habit of observing, at frequent 
intervals: **I wish the old lady would die.” 
This annoyed the bird’s owner, who spoke 
to her curate about it. ‘‘I think we can 
rectify the matter,” replied the good man. 
**T also hav a parrot and he is a righteous 
bird, having been brought up in the way 
the should go. Iwill lend you my parrot, 
‘and I trust his influence will reform that 
depraved bird of yours." The curate’s 
parrot was placed in the same room with 
the wicked one, and as soon as the two had 
become accustomed to each other the bad 
bird remarked: ‘‘I wish the old lady would 
die,” Whereupon the clergyman’s bird 
rolled up his eyes and, in solemn accents, 
added: ** We beséech thee to hear us, good 
Lord?” The story got out in the parish, 
and for several Sundays it was necessary 
to omit the Litany at the church services, 
—London Freethinker. 


OXBISTIAN OHARITY. 


For the pictnresqne freebooter on the 
sunlit, South Sea isle, 

Who's escaped the British shooter, and is 
dressed in Adam’s style, 

Send around the plate, my brothers; let 
your silver tinkle in— 

Shirts and stockings, maids and mothers, 

for the heathen and his gin. 


Wor the window stained and painted, for a 
tea and crumpet fight, 

For a fat purse for the sainted one who 
offers you the light, 

And who on the racket liveth, hand out 
all you can afford— 

He who to the bishop 
brethren, to the Lor 


For the Chinook and the coolie; for the 
Jap, and Jew, and Fin, 

For the Zulu man unruly drop the gold 
and silver in; 

For the far idolater who livs in Delhi or 
Lahore— 

For all except the Briton who is dying 
at your door. 

—London Freethinker. 


— Lucianus in London 


giveth lends, my 


Oi am- 


THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


FOUR THOUSAND DROPS 

—in a bottle—small size—and 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE 

in curing that troublesome 

CATARRH, LAMENESS, 

RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 

MOSQUITO BITE,PILES, 

SUNBURN, BRUISE, 

WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 

from which yow are suffering. 
USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 

u CAUTIO È A discriminating intelli- 
gent purchaser demands 


QUALITY. Large bottles—and large 
profits—to unscrupulous venders do 
not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 
‘by insisting that no weak substitute- 
be offered in place of the GENUINE 


POND'S EXTRACT 


MADE ONLY BY ` 
POND S EXTRACT CO., 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
-Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 26t18 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up Haud- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street, New York. 52t19 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and w e a model forthe Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
Becution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 26 cents: in cloth. 60 cents. ` 
address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 
—O0 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. Q. Hor xoAkE. Price, 5 cents, 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzorcz J. ROMANES. 


E stematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of English writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is & part of 
his conclusion regar;:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the rhurch so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abnndant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . .Adaptation and 
beauty aro alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation 1n a manner and 
to an extent that has never before-been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 

lace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in ths 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
the Gstrated. Price, cloth, 82. 

lustrate rice, clo 
. Address,’ THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD, 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
fins and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, With a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
jast such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he a res and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues or 1891.— $8. 


elt. ......lle lle repr RR 
Ohristian Absurdities. John Peck 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire 


The Crisis. Thomas Paine. Hlustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. JohnE.Remsburg....... 85 

Travels in Faith from Tradition to Res- 
son. Robert C. Adams .................. 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller............ 25 
y ious Experience. Samuel P. Put- 3 

ET ii eoileseeipecprse.eesesterseleie 

The Higher Oritioismin Theology and Re- 
ligion. T. E. Longshore..... ef. DU 

. Issues oF 1892.—$ 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote.... 25 
Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Dlustra- m 
Was OhristOrucifleed? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle Helen H. Gar- io 

LoT AEE sa 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. 25 
Awful Disclosures of Maria Mo . 50 
Pocket Theology. Voltaire.. oes ooo 2 
Why Don’t God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- i 
Libe in Literature. _ Testimonial to 
t Whitman, with eral Address. 
. By Col. Robert G. Ingerso. 25 
ix Leotures on Astronomy. 

GOLDE. Lions casas E icaxeaened 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel i 
The Holy Bible Abridged........ 80 

aims of the Ohurch. 

IDSDUTR. ioc o esos sscosecesgeoucsccsccs 1 

lssums or 1898.—$3. 
Thomas Paine, Vindicated. Col. Robert i 

a Ol)... i scasaccoscestescessstesseece 
The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- in 

DI. i ca sass ovens dasceVevgasssesceces 
Orimes of Preachers in the United States. a6 

.E. Bicsascudcssscescecscccsvccst 
Resurrection of Josus.............-.-eseeceees 40 
Handbook of Freethought. W.S. Bell...... 50 

on & Curse; Religion a Disease; Re- 
ligion a Lie. B. P. Putnam.... 25 
De! Ar ent Fallacies. By E 
HE TroTs SEEKER eee, 15 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 
John E. Re 50 
Pen Pictures of 
trated. 8. 25 
Common Sense. 3 15 
Examination of Prophecies. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. . Albert M. Lorentz, 
eq $0 
i 10 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson.. 25 
Bister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures o 
ewhall Convent..........s..ssessescees 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
1XOD.......... ce eese soe mono 10 
-Issues or 1894.— $8. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald 10 
Belf-Contradictions ofthe Bible. W.H. Burr 15 


During th 
works will be published and’ sent to subscribers 


e year other standard Freethought 


a8 they appear. | 

Yearly subscribers at sa reoeive all the numbers 
published in one year. ordering please say 
which pot is desired. : 
. Bingle numbers so!d at prices quoted. 


: THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


l 98 Lafayette Place, New York. 
Again Reduced. 


Take Advantage of these Manufactu- 
rer's Prices. 


REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 
Gentlemen's Size. 

Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewels $5; 11 
jevele $6.50; 15 jewels, $8; 15 jewels, fully ad- 
usted, $10; 17 jewels, adjusted, $14. In 8 ounce 
$10, $11.50, $13. pe $19. In 4 
n 14 kt gold filled, open face, 
21 year case, $14, $16.50, $17, $19. $28. Hunting 
case, $8 extra. In 10 kt., 15 year case, either 
kind, $8 less. ; 
Ladies’ Stze. 
‘Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
cases, 7 jewels, $18; 11 jewels, $14.50; 15 jewels, 
In 14 kt., solid gold, hunting cases, $28, 
$24.50, $29. 
THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 (sree. patent regulator, brequet (non- 
catchab. 9 hair spring, beautitul, dou le sunk, 
paneled dial, nickel, gold damascened finish, ad- 
ted to heat and cold and positions. L ates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect time 


keeper. 
Gentlemen’s Size. 


Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case, $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver, $25; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $82; 10 kt., 15 year cases, $8 


less. 
Ladies! Size. 


coin silver case, 
ounce, $1 extra. 


Prices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $80, 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. 
gold and filled cases made bv best manufac- 
turers as Boss, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 
engine turned, or artistically engraved. 
oods shipped by express, charges prepaid. 
SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LIBBRAL JBWBLBR. 
Send for price-lists ROCHELLE, ILL. 
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Sy oF tho Lind in exitante with evidences of suc- 

cess, Address, ë DR, R. P. FELLOWS, 
Say whore you saw thadver. Vineland, N J 

sw I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 

Eg oer ret pr 

iimo and money on Obristian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 

8. i 


Gems of Phought. 


My reason rises to proclaim : 
Against your Bible. Shall I be 
Held guilty? Speak! Who gave to me 
The reason that rejects the same? 
— Kenneth Lamar. 


But if there be in glory aught of good, 

It may by means far different be attained, 

Without ambition, war, or violence; 

By deeds of peace, by wisdom eminent, 

By patience, temperance. ; 
—John Milton. 


Do wor get between the four walls of & 
denomination, and close all the windows 
and ventilators, and lock the doors, and 
die from all human use to the chant of 
priests. Do. not fear that your freedom 
will betray you or your courage will suffer 
ignoble decrease in hours of crises.— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


Wira family governments as with polit- 
ical ones, a harsh despotism itself gener- 
ates a great part of the crimes it has to re- 
press; while on the other hand a mild and 
liberal rule both avoids many causes of 
dissension, and so ameliorates the tone of 
feeling as to diminish the tendency to 
transgression. — Herbert Spencer. 


Ir is true that we find ourselvs less able 
than our ancestors to mete out pains and 
penalties to those who share the same 
human nature as ourselvs. Itis true that 
“rigor and vigor" are less in vogue in our 
ethical practice, as they are in our critical 
methods. But is it true that our new atti- 
tude toward crime and sin is due toa 
lower ethical tune? Is it the case that we 
hav really gone backward, and that we are 
retrograding to a past moral type?—Zon- 
don Chronicle. 


Ir is our duty to make ourselvs ao- 
quainted, so far as we can, with the uni- 
verse around us, and every part of it; to 
know what is known of sun, moon, and 
stars, planet, comet, and nebula; of beast, 
bird, and fish, tree, herb, and fungus; of 
human origins and human life; of institu- 
tions and laws, the right and wrong of 
them. Itis our duty to search and probe 
into all these things; taking nothing for 
granted, accepting nothing on authority, 
testing all we are told by teacher or 
preacher, by priest or savant, by moralist 
or schoolmaster. — Grant Allen. 


Tar world has grown tired of preachers 
and sermons; to-day it asks for facts. It 
has grown tired of fairies and angels, and 
asks for flesh and blood. It looks on life 
as it exists to-day—both its beauty and its 
horror, its joy and its sorrow. It wishes 
to see all; not only the prince and the mill- 
ionaire, but the laborer and the beggar, 
the master and the slave. We see the 
beautiful and the ugly, and know what the 
world is and what it ought to be, and the 
true picture which the author saw and 
painted stirs the heart to holier feelings 
and to grander thoughts. Itis from the 
realities of life that the highest idealities 
are born.—C. S. Darrow. 


Ovr literature should be the clear and 
faithful mirror of our whole world of life, 
but at present there are vast realms of 
thought and imagination and passion and 
action, of which it is not allowed to giv 
any refiex at all or is allowed only to giv a 
reflex so obscure and distorted as to be 
worse than none. But, it may be objected, 
suppose Satyrs come leering into your 
mirror and Bacchantes whirl before it? I 
answer that the business of a mirror is 
clear reflection; if it does not faithfully 
image the Satyr, how can it faithfully 
image Hyperion? And do you fear that 
the Satyr will be preferred to Hyperion, 
when both stand imaged in clear light be- 
fore us? It is only when the windows are 
curtained, when the mirror is & black gulf 
and its portraitures are vague dark shad- 
ows, that the beautiful and the noble can 
pass undistinguished from the hideous and 
the vile, —James Thompson (B. V.). 


Porunan Rationalism is that most 
dreaded by the clergy now—they do not 
so much object to Rationalism in the phi- 
losopher’s study or from the professor’s 
chair. They know, however they may 
affect to despise it, that Freethought is a 
growing and a living force, progressiv and 
advanciv with or without organization—a 
part of the spirit of the time. Theirown re: 
laxing grasp of dogma, its lessand less prom- 
inence in their preaching, are manifest 
signs of the age. They show that the final 
Armageddon will be between Rome; and 
Rationalism; because Rome is changeless, 


| and Rationalism must absorb all that will 


not fuse with Rome. When that day 
comes, who can doubt the issue? In the 
conflict between light and darkness, be- 
tween good and evil, in the grapple be- 
tween truth and falsehood, only one result 
is possible—the victory of Civilization and 
Rationalism over Barbarism and Benight- 
edness. Adown the far vista of the future, 
then, we gaze, and we behold it fair and 
full of{promis.— Alvin Blake, in Bradford 
Truth Seeker. . 
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A MONOTONOUS REHASH OF PROPHETIOAL NONSENSE.— Amos i, 8, 6, 9, 11, 12; ii, 1, 4, 6. 


JY ows of the Week. 


Tur Republicans of Connecticut hav 
nominated C. Vincent Coffin for governor. 


By the burning of a mattress factory 
in Washington on Sep. 17 four lives were 
lost. 


A nxsrRUCTIV Cloudburst oceurred in 
Carroll county, Ark., on Sept. 22. Two 
lives, at least, were lost. 


Tux apple crop this year is in excess of 
that of 1891, although the quality is below 
the average, except in Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. 


Jean Barristp DE Ross the distin- 
guished Italian epigraphist and arch. 
ologist, died in Rome on Sept. 20. He 
was born on Feb. 28, 1822. 


Ex-Vior Presment Levi P. Morton 
received the Republican nomination for 
governor of New York on the first bal- 
lot. Charles T. Saxton was selected for 
lieutenant: governor. 


Doring the last week there hav been 
tornadoes in the Indian Territory, in 
northern Iowa, and in Minnesota, destroy- 
ing much property, and sacrificing about 
seventy-five lives. Leroy, Minn, was 
very badly damaged. 


Tun South Carolina Democratic con- 
vention indorsed both the Ocala (Populist) 
and Chicago platforms and nominated 
John Gary Evans for governor. The coin- 
age of silver at 16 to 1 was demanded, and 
the national administration was not men- 
tioned. 


INVESTIGATION shows that in the lower 
wards of this city many of the school- 
houses lack air, light, and sunshine. Ina 
large number of rooms the gas has to be 
kept constantly burning, the play rooms 
are very small and ofteu foul-smelling, 
and really good ventilation is impossible. 


Tur New York Republicans, in state 
convention assembled, refused to put 
themselvs on record against the spirit of 
the A. P. A., although begged to do so by 
prominent Catholic Republicans. This 
party, like all others, though in a greater 
degree, is between a cross fire of Catholic 
and Orange votes. f 


Appomattox Court House, where Lee 
capitulated, has been changed to Surren- 
der by the post office department, the old 
and new Court Houses of Appomattox 
county being a constaut source of confu- 
sion to the postal officials. Many of the 
prominent Confederate veterans are pro- 
testing against the new name. 


Tux official canvass of the votes cast at 
the Democratic primaries in the Ashland 
district of Kentucky shows that W. C. 
Owens received 8,074, W. C. P. Breckin- 
ridge7, 819, and— Seattle 8,405, thus giving 
Owensa plurality of 255. Colonel Breckin- 
ridge says that he will not contest the de- 
cision of the central committee. 


Prorrssor Ey, of the state university 
of Wisconsiu, was tried for sociological 


heresy on charges preferred by State Su- 


Turner for secretary of state. 
Brice was present and succeeded in pre- 
venting a vote of censure for his anti- 
tariff reform action at Washington, but 
could not get an indorsement. 
very severely scored in the convention by 
John H. Clarke, 
plank into the platform demanding the 


indorses the administration except as re- 
gards the silver issue, free and unlimited 
coinage at the ratio of 16 to 1 being de- 
manded. 


state conventions hav been held in twenty- 
tiree states and Republican in twenty- 
WO. 
clared for free coinage or its equivalent: 
Ohio, Arkansas, Michigan, Oregon, North 
Carolina, Idaho, Nevada, and Wyoming. 
Among the Republicans free coinage is 
favored in Idaho, Nevada, Wyming, and 
California; in Ohio, the latform, though 
different from the Democratic in form, is 


publicans supported the Knolb party, 


fought at the mouth of the Yalu river, re- 


perintendent Wells. He was acquitted, 
the trial committee finding that his writ- 
ings are not socialistic, and that he had 
uot aided strikes and boycotts, either 
generally or in specific instances. 


Tue water supply of Jersey City comes 
from the Passaic river, and has long been 
of the poorest, the river being contami- 
nated with almost all kinds of filth. At 
last the citizens, efficiently assisted by 
some of the New York papers, hav suc- 
ceeded in getting the authorities to act, 
and the prospect is now good for pure 


water. 


Tut Ohio Democrats nominated Milton 
.Senator 


He was 
Tom L. Johnson gota 


election of United States Senators by a 
direct vote of the people. The platform 


Ur to Tuesday of this week Democratic 


Of the Democratic, these hav de- 


essentially the same; in Alabama the Re- 


which action placed them practically on 


ihe free silver platform; in Kansas tbey | 
advocated the coinage of the American 
product and the imposition of a tax on 


imported silver. 


On September 17th a great battle be- 
tween the Japanese and Chinese fleets was 


sulting in a decisiv victory for the Japa- 
nese. Four Chinese ships were sunk, a1 d 
three others caught fire, while still others 
were severely damaged. Three Japanese 
war vessels were badly torn, but only one 
had to put back to Japan for repairs, the 
artifisers on board the others being 
able to restorethem to fighting trim. The 
Chinese fleet was convoying transports 
carrying troops to reinforce the army in 
Corea. The soldiers were disembarked, 
which appears, under the circumstances, 
equivalent to their surrender to the Japa- 
nese. A large additional force has been 
landed by the latter natiou at Seoul. The 
Japanese war loan of $80,000,000 was very 
promptly taken at bome. hor 


Tua new general army order issued by 
Secretary Lamont makes many important 
ehanges in the disposition of the federal 
army. Nine posts are abandoned: Fort 
Wood, on Bedlow's Jslaud; Fort Ontario, 
Newport Barracks, Kentucky; Mount 
Vernon Barracks, Alabama; Fort Macki- 
nac, Michigan; Camp Pilot Butte, Wy- 
oming; Fort Bowie, Arizona; Fort Marcy, 


and Fort Supply. The Third and. Sixth 
cavalry and the Thirteenth and Seven- 
teenth infantry will come east, in whole. 
or in part, while the Tweutieth infantry 
takes station at Fort Leavenworth. The 
Department of the East will gain 19 com- 
panies, while the Platte loses 7, Colorado 


4, and Dakota 8. The East will now hav 


119 companies at 31 posts, and there will 


remain west of the Mississippi 245 com- 
panies at 49 posts. There are also 7 Indian 
companies in the 
will be discharged and enlisted men take 
their places. These changes ‘will materi- 
ally reduce expenses, i 


Deut che Sceidenker-Biidher. 


West. Indian scouts 


Wir haben folgende Biter in 
beutdjer Sprache, weldje fer bevithmt find: 


,, Die Jrethiimer Mofes,” 
Eine friti{de Beleudjtung bes Pentateuch im 
Sicht ber modernen Weltan- 
{hauung und Gefittung. 
pon Gol. R. G. Sngerfoll. Preis 50 Cents. 


Das Weib und ihre Stellung zur 
Religion und MRirde am Ende 
beà 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents. 
“Moderne Gitterdimmernng, “ 
von Gol. N. ©. Sngerfoll. Preis 25 Cents. 


„n Wunder unb Wunderthiter, 
von Sohn Ped. Preis 20 Cents. 


„r Glanbe und Vernunft, 
oer LE BON SENS, 
des romifch-Fatolifchen Priefters Jean Meslier, 
Aus dem Franzofifden überfetgt vor 
Fräulein Unna Knoop. ` 
501 Seiten, Seinmand, $1.00; Papier, 50 Cts. 
Diefe Süder find in Papier-Umfhlag und | 
flarem Drud. Unfere deutfchen Lefer 
follten fte weit verbreiten. 


Man adreffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE; New York. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
** A good book written with a purpose." 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS 


Re M RARONONK. Pring. 15 aante 


Essay on Wtiiracles. 


By DAVID HUME, 


PRA e e > e WE BENIN 


j 13 free from sup -rstition. 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by : 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectat Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, HY LORD? 


& Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. - : 
Price, cloth, $1: paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
` DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise. cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by rsen Hanis, 


A Thoughtless Yes. 
CONTENTA: å 1 x 
lendid Judge of The Lady of the 
A BRP Under Protest For the Proseeution—A 
Rusty Link in the Ch 
Mystery -The_Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Oampbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts. and Fictions of Life. 


i CONTENTS; 
Prefsce—The F ction of Fistions—A Day in Court 
—Throw in Wi'h the City's Dead -An Irre- 
spon ible Edneated Cla*s—The Moral Re- 
- sponsibility of Woman in Heredity— 
Womanasan Annex -Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in sts Relati^ns to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 
posed Nati»nal Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
ense in 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


ain—The Boler House 


Surgery. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
: the Bible, 
Every Woman Should Read It 
and : 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


\ The Little Freethinker 


The only paper pubiished for tbe young that 

' Sen 1 50 cents and try 
itfor one year Or?25centsfor6 months. Or 10 
cents for 5 d ffer-nt semple copie:. 

It ıs imperit:v that the ycung be started aright 
if we hope to keep Shim free trom churchly chains 
Address, LMINA DRAKH «LENSER. 

Snowy l'e, Pulaski Co, Va. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that-not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib ral who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comucally Il- 
lustrat-d." Infact we know one man who worked 
at it but a few hours weekly and sod nearly 
fifty copies ina month.. The price is low; évery- 
body knows the Old Testament stories, and 
nearly everybody would like à book applying 
nineteenth-century wit and knowledge to them. 
People lixe to laugh. Reverence You the Old 
Testament tales has largely disappeared and 
jokes at the expensa of Jonah snd Joseph and 

gan and Samson and D.vid, and the other wor- 
tbies of unsavory reputation. are keenly appre- 
ciated. It saems to us that the book will sell at 
sight. It does herein the store, Liberals out of 
employment find thi; a good way to make an 
honest dollar. 

Terms to Agents Sent on Application, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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"THE OLD HYPOCRITE OF THE VATIGAN.—NONE SO BLIND AS 


FA ts 


- 4 


THOSE WHO WILL NOT SEE 


f. —- 


Allagree and there can be no question whatever that some remedy must be found for the misery and wretchedness which press so heavily at this moment on the 


large majority of the very poor. ^ ^ ° 


The concentration of so many branches of trade in the hands of a few individuals, so that a small number of very rich men hav 


been able to lay upon the masses of the poor a yoke little better than slavery itself.—Leo’s XIII's Encyclical on Labor. 


400 Years of Freethought. 


From Bruno fo Ingersoll ——*9——— By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. 


Price, $5; with The 


Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF.TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four Hunpezp YEARS oF 
FreetHoucHt has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hay proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


DLRALALRAEAALAYD 


Past Four Hundred ‘Years. 


ROD 


the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four Honpezp Years or F'azETHOUGHT, ' 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move 
ment. It unites the past and the present. Itis a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificen 
work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 28 LaraxerrE Praog, New York. 
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nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Trosthonght as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can he more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 
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picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. l 

For $5 we will send Tuz Trurn Sxxkzn one year ($3) and “ The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tuz TaurH Szexer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz TRUTH Szzxer one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial ‘Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we wil send Taz Truru Szzxer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tax Truru Szzexer one year ($8) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru Szxxzr one year ($8) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 
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free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. ` 


This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, With its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 
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In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Hight Copies of Paine’s “Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting 
people read Tue Truru Seeger for awhile. To this end we 
make the following offer: 
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She Truth Seeker Co., 
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To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 
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Szxxer for three months will renew his subscription. 
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Religious Teaching is Sectarian Teaching. 

We hav shown repeatedly that the word “ secta- 
rian” means one thing in the mouth of the Free- 
thinker and quite another on the lips of the Chris- 
tian. We must always be understood to mean that 
any and all religious teaching in the publie schools 
is “sectarian” teaching, within the only proper 
definition of the word, when used in this connection. 
The Christian, on the contrary, when he protests 
against “sectarian” instruction has in mind only 
the inculcation of the distinctiv tenets of the sub- 
divisions of the Christian church. He does not be- 
lieve that the repeating of the Lord’s prayer, the 
singing of hymns, and the reading of the Bible 
come under the head of “sectarian” teaching. He 
denies, explicitly or by implication, that to tell the 
child that there is a God, that Jesus is the savior 
of the world, that the soul is immortal, that the 
Bible.is God's word, and that our moral system 
came from heaven, is to teach “sectarian ” dogmas. 
He does not use “sectarian” and “religious” 
synonymously. Until this fact is accepted as a 
matter of course by all Freethinkers they are sure 
to be deceived by the vociferations of Christians 
who claim to be opposed to all “ sectarian ” instruc- 
tion, and who misleadingly assert that they favor 
the total separation of church and state. It is the 
failure to see this which is responsible for the mis- 
takes made in regard to the animus and purposes 
of our latter-day “ patriots.” In whatever we read 
bearing on this phase of the educational question 
we observe this inaccurate and confusing use of the 
word “sectarian.” For instance, in one of the last 
discussions of the educational amendment in the 
Constitutional Convention Mr. McKinstry said that 
he believed “no harm resulted from the reading of 
the Bible in the schools so long as sectarianism was 
not taught." This seemingly utter inability of the 
Christian to comprehend the fact that the reading 
of the Bible in the schools is itself the teaching of 
sectarianism should bring home to the mind of 
every Freethinker the conviction that there must 
be no entangling alliances with men and parties 
whose only conception of the secular state is of a 
a government in whose laws Protestartism and 
fundamental Christianity are supremely enthroned. 
It is such a state that the National Reformers, the 
Sabbatarians, and the self-styled “ patriots” 
making a practically united effort to establish. 


post-oftce ` 


“ Freethought and Liberalism” — and Mr. 
: Green. 

The communication from Mr. H. L. Green which 
we print in another column is a remarkable article 
—and a characteristic one. In it the Freethinkers 
of the United States are invited to turn their backs 
on a fellow-Liberal who has incurred the displeasure 
of a minister, and has, by the initiativ of that 
minister, been caught in the meshes of an uncon- 
stitutional federal law, under the operation of which 
he may be sent to prison for more years than if he 
had been convicted of wrecking a savings bank and 
defrauding hundreds of widows, orphans, and poor 
men out of all they had laid by for a time of stress. 
Nay, this is not the worst—not only are Liberals 
asked to desert J. B. Wise in his time of need, but 
they are invited to join forces with his prosecutors 
and giv their moral influence and contribute their 
money to help in his undoing. Unless we are very 
much mistaken as to the temper of the Liberal 
men and women of this country, Mr. Green has 
said the word that will open the pocketbooks of 
the friends of justice from Maine to California, 
from Washington to Florida, and pour a generous 
stream of free-will offerings into the treasury of the 
Wise Defense Fund. This will be the best possible 
answer to the sophistical arguments of Mr. Green 
in advocacy of desertion in the face of the enemy. 

Mr. Green does J. B. Wise gross injustice in his 
assertions and insinuations. He declares that Mr. 
Wise knew that the passage which he transcribed 
was obscene, and that there was no point in send- 
ing the card to Mr. Vennum if the passage was not 
obscene. On the contrary, Mr. Wise wished to 
bring home to the consciousness of the preacher the 
conviction that the Bible is a human production, 
marked with the imperfections inseparable from all 
the works of man. We very much doubt if he even 
thought that he was violating any law. If he be- 
lieved that the quotation was obscene, he was as 
poorly informed as is Mr. Green regarding what 
constitutes obscenity. It is readily admitted that 
it is coarse, that it is vulgar, measured by the 
standards of to-day, although one of the two words 
in it most commonly objected to is still in use 
in works dealing with agricultural operations, 
but it is not obscene within the proper meaning 
and the common meaning of that word. Obscenity 
has to do with the anatomy and physiology of sex 
and with sexual relations. Common vulgarity and 
coarseness are not obscenity. Webster givs these 
as the synonyms of obscene: “Impure,” “im- 
modest,” “indecent,” “unchaste,” “lewd.” There 
are secondary definitions, which might giv a slight 
justification for the use of the word obscene as Mr. 
Green has employed it, but we think that it cannot 
be disputed that common usage requires us to limit 
it as we hav indicated. There is neither sense nor 
justice in magnifying the offense of Mr. Wise, if he 
has committed an offense. Let the truth be told. 
The Bible is obscene if Shakspere is, if Smollet, 
and Fielding, and other classical works are. That 
it is coarse and unfit for children to peruse, we all 
know who hav read it, for when the Bible was 
written, and when the King James translation was 
made, the standards of literary refinement were 
different from what they are to-day, but there is 
no evidence to show that there was any intention 
to raise obscene images in the mind of the reader, 
or that the contemporaries of the writers thought 
them lacking in delicacy; and this is the only really 
fair test of an author’s purity, as an author. The 
Freethinker points out to the Christian numberless 
parts of the scriptures which are not in harmony 


e | with the literary taste and the moral requirements of 
the age, and he asks him why, on the supposition 


that a perfect God wrote the Bible, or inspired the 
writing of it, these things are in it. He wishes 
him to explain how it is that infinit wisdom could 
not prepare a code of moral law that would not in 
a few years become offensiv in much of its phrase- 
ology to those even who accept the work as a whole 
as God’s testament to them. The Freethinker asks 
the Christian why it is that he is not willing to 
condemn the Bible in its entirety for the offense of 
certain parts, while he is so eager to forbid the 
privileges of the mails to reformatory and physio- 
logical works which contain only a few passages or 
words which even approach the Bible in directness 
of expression. But Freethinkers, as a class, are 
not prepared to surrender one of themselvs to the 
tender mercies of Christian prosecutors because he 
has asked a minister these legitimate questions. 
They are not ready to help punish Mr. Wise for 
doing with an infinitesimal part of the Bible 
what Christians do with perfect impunity with the 
whole. Nevertheless they will continue to strongly 
insist that, if we are to hav a censorship of the 
press and mails on alleged moral grounds, the 
Bible shall not be exempt from its rules of exclu- 
sion. If the jury convict Mr. Wise they must con- 
vict the Bible. If they do not convict him they 
must let the other classical works alone. That is 
the point we are striving to impress upon biased 
minds. But this insistence on the impartial enforce- 
ment of a bad law does not put the Liberals (Mr. 
Green designates them as “so-called” Liberals) 
under a moral obligation to join in a man-hunt 
with a crippled Freethinker as the object to be de- 
stroyed. 

Our critic says that Freethinkers hav always 
maintained that certain parts of the Bible are 
obscene, but now that we hav an excellent opportu- 
nity to demonstrate the fact in a court of justice 
and send the offender to prison, we are found 
raising funds for his defense. Let Mr. Green 
speak for himself, but not for all other Freethinkers. 
Our position has always been that the Bible is 
obscene and indecent if any work in circulation is, 
if “ Cupid's Yokes,” for mailing which Mr. Bennett 
was imprisoned, is; but this is not tantamount toa 
declaration that obscenity is an offense of which 
the national government should take cognizance 
and in the attempt to detect and punish it set a 
gang of illiterate and impure-minded mousers at 
the task of ransacking our mail bags for the pur- 
pose of confiscating whatever they, in the profun- 
dity of their ignorance, think is unfit for their bet- 
ters to read. The United States had no business to 
interfere in this dispute between Mr. Wise and Mr. 
Vennum at all and it is not our intention to hav 
the old man out in Kansas sacrificed for the glory 
of these Christian spies and robbers, or that a min- 
ister may win in a theological dispute, if we can 
help it. - 

There is something more to be said: From the 
tenor of the letter of H. L. Green we get the im- 
pression that he thinks that Freethinkers should, 
if they had the power, suppress the circulation of 
the Bible, on the ground that it is an obscene book. 
He says that in mailing one verse of it Mr. Wise 
has certainly violated United States law, and that 
if we join in the prosecution of the gentleman we 
can, in all probability, establish a precedent that 
will enable us to bring a successful action against 
the Bible society. We could understand that there 
might possibly be something gained by such a 
course of action if the purpose was to secure 
thereby the modification or repeal of the Comstock 
statute. But itis very probable that Mr. Green would 
find that the first effect of an adverse decision of a suit 
involving the mailability of the Bible would be an 
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` amendment exempting it frcm the operation of the 
It would be 


affirmed that, although primitivly plain in its 
phraseology, in some parts, it must not be defined 


statutes against obscene literature. 


as obscene within the meaning of the statute. 


As Mr. Green appears to approve the Comstock 
law as it stands, and as he unreservedly affirms that 
the Bible is obscene, we are driven to the conclusion 
that he would be disappointed if the success of 
the suit against Mr. Wise should result in less- 
ening the rigor of the law or in its abrogation, 
and that he is prepared to advocate the exclusion 
of that volume from the mails if it is once adjudged 
We do not believe 
that any considerable number of American pus 

e 
do not believe that after working for years for the 
repeal of the Comstock law they are now in favor 
We do not believe that 
they even favor the interdiction of the circulation 
of the so-called sacred book of their opponents, 
though it certainly should be suppressed if “Cu- 


obscene by any federal court. 


thinkers are willing to join in such a crusade. 


of it and its enforcement. 


pid’s Yokes” should. 

It is the duty of Freethinkers to defend freedom 
of expression and to stand by comrades put in 
peril for exercising their constitutional rights as 
American citizens. 

We are sorry that Mr. Green has joined Com- 
stock’s crowd, but we hav been through this fight 
once before, when Mr. Green was “shifty,” and, as 
we said in the beginning, this letter of his is char- 
acteristic. 


A Hint for the Sunday “Rest” People. 


It has been our pleasant task to point out to the 
Sunday law advocates the absurdities of their claims 
for their pet hobby. When they hav said that it is 
plainly decreed by nature that man must rest one 
day in seven whether he does or does not wish to 
do so, and that Sunday is the day, we hav demon- 
strated that nature far more distinctly indicates 
that man should sleep at night and work in the 
daytime than that he should work six days and rest 
the seventh, and that therefore the law, if it has 
properly anything to do with aggressivly regulating 
the hours of labor and of leisure, should forbid 
night work, which is unquestionably more injurious 
than Sunday toil. Of course the theocrats hav not 
made, or attempted to make, any reply to this, for 
they realize that to consider the question even 
thoroughly exposes the hypocrisy of their talk 
about “rest” and the “poor oppressed laboring 
man.” But now comes a distinguished writer with 
the suggestion, seriously made, that the state should 
legislate for the prevention of night work. Of 
such labor, Bjornsterne Bjornson says in the Revue 
des Revues: 


**Tt ruins men’s health, perverts their tastes, and is as 
effectiv in lowering the standard of intellect as the abuse 
of alcohol. The state ought to legislate in the matter. 
If state employees and the schools were made to begin 
work at sunrise and to cease work at mid-day (or two 
hours later if necessary), this reform would soon lead to 
others. Noon would again be noon, and all shops would 
be closed early in the afternoon; evening would once 
‘more beevening as informer times. The theaters would 
be open from four to seven, or from five to eight, and be- 
tween nine and ten everything would be closed and all 
lights would be out, as at present in the country, where 
people hav not yet ceased to work during the day and 
sleep at night. Sucha reversion to ‘elders’ hours’ would 
do much to alleviate the evils from which society is at 
present suffering.” 


Will the National Reformers take hold of this 
suggestion and make it one of their demands? If 
they will and can carry it through, they will lay out 
one of their most cordially detested enemies. The 
morning newspaper necessitates night work, and a 
law forbidding night work would seriously cripple 
the Sunday paper, if it did not kill it outright. 
However, it occurs to us on second thought that it 
would be just like the worldly publishers to make 
the Saturday editions so fascinating that the people 
would remain at home on Sunday to read them in- 
stead of going to church, which reprehensible con- 
duct is precisely what makes the real pious people 
hate the Sunday morning sheet so intensely, as the 
cause of this wholesale neglect of the “means of 
grace.” 


A Confession and a Reservation. 


From all the facts and speculations of geology and 

their analogies, a reasonable: presumption is made out 
that the earth as a planet existed for an indefinit and very 
long period prior to the appearance of man. The time 
has forever passed when the crude speculations of former 
years concerning the age of the earth, based on a chro- 
nology whose sole purpose was to- exhibit the succession 
of events in the special history of man as related to God’s 
revelation, will be required as a test of orthodoxy. 
- We believe that ‘in the beginning God crested the 
heaven and the earth.’ Between that and the subsequent 
transactions, culminating in the earth’s becoming habit- 
able by man and his appearance, there is a possible if 
capacious enough to include longer periods than any 
geologist has ever supposed.—Christian Advocate. 


The attempt to read the results of scientific in- 
vestigation into the Bible will deceive only those 
who are disposed to take the say-so of their self- 


the scripture story for themselvs. Science had to 
fight its way through and over the fiercely resisting 
armies of theologians before it could secure re- 
spectful attention, saying nothing of acceptance, 
for its message, and it was not until that message 
could no longer be doubted or rejected that it was 
discovered in the Bible! But not in its entirety; 
only bit by bit was it found there; not one scien- 
tific truth was “ harmonized " with the Bible so long 
as there was the ghost of a chance to doubt it, ridi- 
cule it into obscurity, or terrorize its discoverers 
and propagators. The reason. that the scientific 
explanation of the origin and development of the 
earth and its inhabitants was not earlier found in 
the Bible was that it was not there, is not there. 
Had the book never been handicapped with the load 
of alleged divine inspiration no sane man or woman 
would ever hav thought of asserting that it was 
anything greater than the more or less accurate 
record of the beliefs and acts of a barbarous people 
who were almost wholly ignorant of the facts and 
laws of the world in which they lived—who did not 
even know the shape of the earth, or that there 
could be no day or night were it not for the sun. 
But the Christian found himself in a terrible di- 
lemma—he had been taught to believe that the 
Bible was the perfect work of a perfect God, and 
when the patient student of nature asked him to 
accept as true theories that were flatly contradicted 
by that sacred work and facts of which it knew 
nothing, he was horrified and enraged. . He rejected 
the theories and disputed the facts as long as he 
could, but when the evidence became absolutely 
irresistible he set himself to the desperate task of 
saving his beloved book by “harmonizing ” it with 
science. The work of “reconciliation” has been 
going on for a very long time, and every recon- 
ciler has done as Dr. Buckley does, that is, he has 
attempted to make the Bible harmonize with science, 
for not the most reckless of them ventured to at- 
tempt the reverse process. l 

The Christian Advocate asserts that between that 
“ beginning ” in which God is said to hav.“ created 
the heaven and the earth,” and “the subsequent 
transactions culminating in the earth’s becoming 
habitable by man and his appearance,” there is all 
possible room for the longest geological periods. 
What then becomes of the “ six days” of creation ? 
If the writer of Genesis did not intend the first 
verse of the first chapter of that book to be an in- 
troductory summary of the detailed description 
which follows it, the Christian is estopped from 
maintaining that the work of creation occupied but 
six days, and that God rested on the seventh day, 
thus instituting the Sabbath. In Ex. xx, ll, we 
read : 

“For in six days the Lord‘made heaven and earth, the 
sea and all that in them is, and rested the seventlf day; 


wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hal- 
lowed it.” 


That seems to include the entire work of crea- 
tion. Turn now to Genesis, and, beginning with the 
second verse of the first chapter, read the description 
of the successiv steps of world- and man-making, 
and you will see at once that the “six days” were 
entirely consumed in what Dr. Buckley calls the 
«subsequent transactions.” Not a moment is left 
for that creation of “heaven and the earth” “in 
the beginning,” and therefore the conclusion is in- 
evitable that God occupied more than six days in 


constituted leaders, instead of carefully studying 
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the creation of the earth and “heaven.” He occu- 
pied six days-in “subsequent transactions,” which 
included the making of “heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is"— plus the unknown time 
that he devoted in the * beginning" to the creation 
of “the heaven and the earth.” If the Christian 
Advocate is right, God made “heaven and earth” 
twice. Such is the ridiculous outcome of the latest 
attempt of a noted Christian to reconcile the irrec- 
oncilable. The entire “plan of salvation” hangs 
upon a wholly inadmissible construction of those 
ten poor little words which constitute the first 
verse of the first chapter of Genesis. How low 
hav the mighty fallen! 


* About Books." 

Tue Truru SrrxER recently announced the pub- 
lication of two new books written by men who hav 
not previously appeared as authors. One is 
‘Religion and the Bible," by F. D. Cummings of 
Maine. It isa work that should at once win the 
writer a good place among contributors to Free- 
thought literature. The other new book is “The 
Better World,” containing Dr. E. B. Southwick’s 
thoughts on religion and civilization, set forth in a 
very readable manner. Along with this announce- 
ment Tur Tnuru SEEKER had a suggestion to make 
to the substantial men of Freethought to whom we 
put the question, Why not write a book? and we 
argued as follows: In view of the disputes that 
arise concerning every prominent man's religious 
belief, after he ig dead, & record over his own hand 
has become a necessity—almost a duty. If his 
family or immediate friends do not agree with him, 


.they are likely, at his death, to accord him religious 


burial, deny all truthful accounts of his actual con- 
victions, and destroy whatever newspaper articles 
or private writing from his pen might prove him to 
hav been a Freethinker; while his obituary, tomb- 
stone, and epitaph will perpetuate: ae falsehood 
that he has “fallen asleep in Jesus.” The course 
we hav suggested—the publication of a book, if no 
more than an autobiography, to be a part of his 
last will and testament—will render such a fate 
impossible. And there are other advantages of 
authorship, which will readily suggest themselvs. 
In further elaboration of this subject we stated 
that the Truth Seeker Company is in the printing 
and publishing business, and possesses all the 
facilities for turning out first-class work. Any 
faults of composition due to an author’s unfamil- 
iarity with literary labors are corrected by compe- 
tent revision. This Company’s imprint upon a 
publication insures it a home in the book world, 
while our advantages for securing it circulation 


among the class it is intended to reach are not en- 


joyed by any other house. We believe that the 
Truth Seeker Company’s claim to be the headquar- 
ters for all Liberal literature is conceded. Our 
terms are as low as those of any other house that 
does good work and pays standard wages. 

The question, then, Why not write a book? is 
still a proper one to ask, and in connection with it 
we are glad to refer to the communication of Mr. 
W. C. Sturoc, of Sunapee, N. H., printed this week 


among the Letters of Friends. 
os PEN RN 


Rev. Dr. Buckley, editor of the Christian Advo- 
cate, is of altogether too “ materialistic " a mind to 
preach aeceptably for those of his brethren who hav 
&large development of spirituality. Some of his 
observations must positivly shock them. He com- 
mented recently on the changed attitude of a once 


| noted lecturer who has modified his former Mate- 


rialistic views and accepted belief in future exist- 
ence. Dr. Buckley quoted the lecturer as saying 
that, “while the view is not to be sustained by 
positiv proof, there is sufficient evidence to justify 
the belief.” Then the preacher adds: 

** None ever denied that Mr. — is an able man. But 
there is little advantage, over Materialism, to be derived 
from ‘modern Spiritualism.’ Indeed, if one had to 
choose between Agnosticism or even Materialism, and 
accepting the rubbish predicated of ‘ our friends that hav 
left the form,’ if we took the trouble to choose, it would 
not be * modern Spiritualism.’ ” 

We do not see how Dr. Buckley can look upon 
the phenomena of Spiritualism as inherently im- 
probable so long as he believes in the continued 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 6, 1894. 


629 


SS ÁREA Ssh hee SSS, 
———————————————H——M—Ó————————M———————————————MÉÁááá ——————— 


existence of the soul. Granted that it is a fact 
that man livs after the cessation of his visible 


bodily activities, it should not be difficult to con- 


ceive of his remaining in communication with his 
old associates or of his forming new friendships 


among those who yet liv “in the body." We are 


afraid that Dr. Buckley is not always perfectly frank 


with himself or with the world. 


Capt. Silas Latham dropped in the other day and 
left a ten dollar bill for the Utah Fund. He 
wants to see a state out there in the mountains 
with a constitution which guarantees the equal 
rights of all without regard to their opinions on the 
subject of religion. 


That advertisment under the cartoon tells its 
own story and so we do not need to say much here 
about the long-delayed but no less welcome “ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” Those who hav 


subscribed for the volume will know all about it, 


while those who hav not will never know how valu- 
able it is until they hav followed the wise example 
of the pioneers. The books will be mailed as rap- 
idly as possible, but it will take some days to wrap 
and ship the eleven hundred copies already ordered. 


Archdeacon Farrar says that perhaps the mass of 
men would hav greater belief in the worth and 
goodness of sermons if * they could see more marked 
difference between the lives of professing Christians 
and those of ordinary men.” Christianity set up an 


anti-natural and irrational standard for the guid- 


ance of conduct, and now ‘her teachers wonder that 
the resulting hypocrisy has driven hcr disciples to 
an extreme which is equally irrational and which is 
also anti-social. 


Some time since the Sun told of the drilling and 
camp life at Long Beach of sixty boys of the “ Boys’ 
Baptist Brigade.” 
about a year and a half ago at the suggestion of 
Rev. M. R. Deming of the New York City Baptist 
Mission Society. We are told that it “is a means 
of interesting the boys in their Sunday-school 
work.” 
years. No doubt the training these young gentle- 
men are receiving will be invaluable to them when 
they are under the necessity of turning the left 
cheek to their foes after the right has been smitten. 
We should imagin that the first and most impor- 


tant command issued by their Christian officers 


would be, * Love your enemies.” 


“A sect in Gwalior hav petitioned the Indian govern- 
ment to allow them to convert an image into a ‘real God,’ 
they being at the present time without a God since their 
deity was destroyed by some Brahmin zealots. Without 
ruch a God, it is declared, the marriege ceremony cannot 
be performed, and their daughters are growing up un- 
married.” — Tit Bits. 

We hope that no Christian will be so inconsistent 
as to laugh at these poor Indians. The oldest and 
largest Christian church holds that no marriage is 
possible unless the ceremony is performed by one 
of the priests of its god, and all Christians believe 
that marriage was first ordained by this god. 


Neither is it strange that the Gwaliors' god was de- 
stroyed by the Brahmins; the Christians’ god was 


killed by the Jews. 


The presumptuous Freethinker is often properly 
rebuked because he dares to preach his godless 
doctrin while he has nothing to offer to the poor 
Christian to compensate him for the loss of belief 
in the consoling dogma of eternal hell-fire punish- 
ment. 
ventist farmers to jail for plowing in their fields 
on Sunday) the wife of Frank Emert, a Seville 
county farmer, apparently died after a few days’ 
sickness with fever. Just before the funeral pro- 
cession started for the grave she gave faint signs 
of life, and prompt medical attention soon restored 
her to consciousness. Within a few hours she was 
able to walk about. 

* She declared she had been perfectly cured in the 
‘great beyond,’ and told the most wonderful stories of 
both heaven and hell, and.said she met in one or other 


of those places nearly every dead person the had ever 
known. She told where the departed ones were located, 


This organization was formed: 


They range in age from nine to seventeen. 


Down in Tennessee (where they send Ad-| 


and as most of them, according to her story, are now in 
the less desirable place, much grief abounds in many 
families, Her detailed descriptions of the joys of the 
upper, and the agonies of the lower, world hav caused 


great religious excitement, and her sister has gone vio- 
lently insane.” 


What are the good ministers going to giv that 
poor girl in place of her reason? 


Our New Orleans friends, Erwin Aufturth and S. 
S. Bryan, are doing good work in that city. They 
make themselvs heard through the papers in a most 
creditable manner. This is one of the best ways in 
which to set our views before the people who are 
not acquainted with Freethought. Mr. Bryan re- 
cently told the readers of that excellent newspaper, 
the Times-Democrat, about the prosecution of J. 
B. Wise, and he incorporated in his letter'a long 
extract from Mr. Wise's statement of his own case 
as it appeared in Tae Truru Sreser of July 28th, 
and also gave the substance of the decision of As- 
sistant Attorney General Tyner on the question of 
mailing the Bible and a book made up of selections 
therefrom. All this is timely work avd we hope that 
many of our readers will go and do likewise. 


————————— ————————————— 


“The morals of the nation are highest when. 


tithes are most willingly paid," said the dean of 
Norwich, England, in a sermon lately delivered. 
That is always the keynote of the theocrat’s song ; 
he is sure that the man who pays him the most 
money and pays it with the most subservient alac- 
rity is the best man in the country. If the citizen 
will not willingly support religion he must be made 
to do so, and that state is the most * moral " which 
secures the largest sum from him. This explains 
the anxiety of the National Reformers and the 
others to retain religious instruction in the schools 
at public expense ; to keep church property exempt 
from taxation; to enact Sunday laws to handicap 
the ministers’ rivals; to get a state-paid chaplain 
into every place where it is possible to wedge one in 
on any plea, and to dictate in the press room and 
at the altar. 


i ———— 


Colonel Ingersoll has a new lecture, which he 
will deliver this fall and winter. It is entitled 
«The Holy Bible" and is now ready in pamphlet 
form. A million copies should be sold, and we are 
ready to dispose of our share of them at the regu- 
lar and low price of twenty five cents each. It will 
make a superb missionary document. 

Another pamphlet which everybody will want is 
this: “Is Suicide a Sin?" The work contains 
Colonel Ingersoll’s two letters to the New York 
World, together with the replies of famous clergy- 
men and others, a verdict from a jury of eminent 
men of New York, curious facts about suicides, 


| celebrated essays and opinions of noted men, and 


an original chapter on the “ Great Suicides of His- 
tory.” Price, in heavy paper, with late portrait of 
Robert G. Ingersoll, twenty-five cents. This is 
something new, timely, and thought. inviting. 


Rev. Dr. George F. Pentecost, of London, 
preached in tbis city recently, and he said, referring 
to some modern views of the Bible: 


“s Better the old-time views of John Wesley as to the 
source of the Bible, who said: ‘ The Bible was written by 
either good or bad men. Bad men could not and would 
not. Good men must hav written the book.’ ” 


Had Wesley not been under the spell of the inspi- 
ration idea he could easily hav seen that the Bible 
testifies that men of varying degrees of goodness 
and badness were concerned in its production. 
There is no hard and fast line between “bad” men 
and “ good " men—the belief that there is is a delu- 
sion born of the dogma of the “fall” of man, accord- 


after he is “born again” he is good. It is the- 
ological humbug. -If Wesley had dared to fear- 
lessly analyze the Bible he would hav found that 
some parts are very bad and some are very good, 
while the remainder occupies the intermediate 
ground. But even if it were admitted that all its 
books were written by “good” men, its alleged 
divine origin would not be established.. We hav 


ing to which, man in his “fallen” state is bad, and 


any number of books the authors of which we hav 
the best of reasons for believing were “ good” men, 
in the sense that they wrote with a sincere desire 
to instruct and elevate their fellows. But that fact 
does not prove that they were inspired bya god. So 
long as the Bible is believed to be the perfect work 
of an impeccable God it is a curse to humanity ; 
when it is accepted as an expression of man’s 
thought it can be studied with profit. 


io 


Mayor Blee, of Cleveland, appears to hav some 
backbone, greatly to the surprise and indignation 
of the Sundayites of that city. Among other good 
things he says that he will not help in the prosecu- 
tion of one class of people because they do not be- 
lieve as another class does. One of the causes of 
the present agitation of the turbid waters of big- 
otry is the Ferris wheel, which has been set up in 
Cleveland. Probably it keeps some young folks 
away from church on Sunday. Director Herbert 
said that while there was crime to unearth and pun- 
ish, he thought the police should devote their atten- 
tion to that, and then they would hav little time 


'| left for watching the people's instruments of recre- 


ation. That was a center shot, but the theocrats 
are invulnerable to all such projectils—they know 
that it is the business of the police to prevent 
crime and apprehend criminals, but bless your soul, 
Director Herbert, they ara positivly sure that the 
crime of crimes is “Sabbath breaking,” and that 
the worst criminal to be found is the man who will- 
ingly works or who frequents a place of amusement 
on Sunday. They make tenfold more fuss about 
these manufactured offenses than they do about all 
the crimes forbidden by the penal statutes, and the 
reason they do so is this: They claim that “ Sab- 
bath breaking” is primarily an offense against the 
majesty of God, 7. e., the prerogativs of the priest- 
hood, and they assert that this act of lèse majesté is 
the prolific parent of other crimes and is the surest 
provoker of the dire judgments of heaven. It is 
impossible to reason with people who once get 
thoroughly infected with this delusion, but our tem- 
poral salvation depends upon making the insanity 
of the notion apparent to the more reasonable of 
our countrymen. 
———— — 

We print on another page a lengthy excerpt 
from a letter of the New York Tribune's Pittsburg 
correspondent. It reads like a chapter from the 
early history of Puritan New England. When we 
observe the comparativly rational and liberal atti- 
tude of the churches whose membership is most 
largely “ foreign," we get a clue to a very great part 
of the clerical and * patriotic” opposition to eon- 
tinental immigration. As the late A. J. Grover very 
ably and clearly demonstrated several years ago, 
we owe nearly all of our remaining Sunday liberty 
to our fellow citizens of foreign birth and tradi- 
tions. Had it not been for them a Sabbatarian 
pall, such as that which now hangs over Pittsburg 
and Tennessee, would envelop the whole land. A 
word to the wise should be sufficient. Perhaps 
the most discouraging feature of this Sunday law 
business is the short-sighted policy adopted by such 
associations as the National Barbers’ Union. These 
men ought to know by this time that they can, by 
adopting common sense business methods and with- 
drawing their support from the bigots, easily ar- 
range matters so that they can all secure their 
weekly rest day without closing the shops on Sun- 
day. There is not the slightest excuse for playing 
into the hands of the clerical party, which is work- 
ing only for its own interests. There is no need 
whatever for subjecting the hundreds of thousands 
of men who desire to be shaved or høv their hair 
eut on Sunday to the inconvenience of doing with- 
out these attentions. There would always be bar- 
bers to do the work were it not for such antiquated 
statutes as the Pennsylvania law of 1794. These 
barbers are simply throwing away good money. 
Large numbers of men will shave themselvs on 
Sunday in preference to losing time on Saturday or 
Monday, and when they get into the habit of shav- 
ing on Sunday they are quite likely to help them- 
selvs on other days, if they wish to be shaved more 
than once a week. 
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THE CHRISTIAN ONSLAYGHT ON THE BIBLE 


Such Is the Prosecution of J. B. Wise. 


What a Few Editors and Correspondents Hav to 
l Say About It. 
Rev. Mr. Vennum Mistaken for his Infi- 
del Victim. 


Editorial Comments. 
From the Topeka Journal. 

J. B. Wise, of Clay Center, was recently released 
from the Leavenworth jail, where he had been con- 
fined for a month on the charge of sending obscene 
matter through the mails. 

The strange part of his story is that his crime 
consisted in quoting a verse from the Bible on a 
postal card and sending it through the mail. 

Wise is an aged one-armed man who livs in a 
cabin and makes a very doubtful living canvassing 
for books. He is a Freethinker and some of his 
books were of that nature. Rev. H. B. Vennum, of 
Industry, was well acquainted with Wise, and he 
set about converting him to Christianity. A long 
friendly controversy by letter took place, in which 
quotations from the Bible were freely used. Fi- 
nally, Wise, in reply to a quotation by Rev. Ven- 
num, wrote the 12th verse of the 36th chapter of 
Isaiah on a postal card and sent it to the preacher. 
This angered the reverend gentleman and the arrest 
of Wise, on the charge of sending obscene matter 
through the mails, followed. 

Like some of his predecessors in church history, 
the Rev. Mr. Vennun, if he couldn’t convert a man 
to his views, could at least put him in jail. It 
is pretty hard to tell whether Mr. Vennum was 
moved by righteous indignation or merely by com- 
mon worldly spite. : 

At any rate, when the neighbors of old man Wise 
found out where he was, they secured & bond for 
him and he was released. His trial was set for 
October 8th. It will then be determined whether 
certain parts of the Bible are to be regarded as ob- 
scene literature and not to be allowed to go 
through the mails or not. 

[The above was copied into the Clay Center Zimes 
and the Clay Center Dispatch. ] 


From the Ltttle Freethinker. 

Now it seems probable that the United States 
government is going to legally abolish the Bible. 
In its courts, in various states and in numerous 
cases, it has decided that one obscene word in a 
paper or book rendered the entire publication ob- 
scene. 

Living in Clay Center, Kan., was Mr. J. B. Wise, 
He is a Freethinker, and a terrible pester to the 
cheap preachers and the Christians of that priest- 
ridden vicinity, for he asks questions that they can- 
not conveniently answer and makes statements that 
they cannot refute. 

Recently he wrote on a postal card and sent to 
the Rev. Mr. Vennum, of Industry, Kan., a quoted 
verse from the Bible, and for this the sky-pilot had 
him arrested for sending obscene literature through 
the mails. He was held in bonds, and in default 
he was jailed at Leavenworth. However, wealthy 
Freethinkers hav bailed him, able counsel has been 
engaged, and a prompt trial is desired. 


From the Freethinkers’ Magazine. 

J.B. Wise, of Clay Center, Kan., has been arrested 
and locked up in prison, and is shortly to be tried 
for the crime of sending obscene matter through the 
mails. We think he is guilty, and if anyone is to 
be punished for that crime Wise ought tobe. But 
there are some very singular particulars about this 

ease. The prosecutor is an orthodox minister who 
contends that every word of the Bible, from the 
first verse of Genesis to the last verse of Revelation, 
is the inspired word of God, but notwithstanding 
this, he is prosecuting this Mr. Wise for sending 
one verse of * God's Word " through the mails on a 
postal card. If Wise is convicted for circulating 
this passage, how will it reflect on the character of 
the God who inspired it? “Great is the mystery 
‘of Godliness.” . 


. From Foote's Health Monthly. 

Mr. J. B. Wise, of Clay Center, Kan., was en- 
gaged in religious controversy with a Rev. Mr. 
Vennum, each trying to convert the other, and 
quoting scripture in the effort. Mr. Wise, possibly 
ignorant of the law, and evidently forgetful that 
clergymen may be mean and spiteful, was unwise 
enough to send by mail a quotation from Isa. xxxvi, 
12, and Mr. Vennum was venomous enough to put 
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& threshing machine; he tries to earn an honest 
living. He and Rev. H. B. Vennum of Industry, 
having been carrying on a controversy on the Bible 
during the winter and spring, finally got to sending 
passages from the Bible through the mailto one 
another for explanation. The reverend asked Mr, 
Wise for some good reason why he did not believe 
in the Bible; in return Mr. Wise sent to the rever- 
end the passage for which the reverend had Mr. 


the matter in the hands of United States District 
Attorney Perry, and thus cause the arrest of Mr. 
Wise on the charge of sending obscene literature 
by mail. Mr. Wise is jailed at Leavenworth, Kan., 
awaiting trial. What the result will be we cannot 
predict, but this is the last, not by any means the 
worst or most outrageous, of the cases brought 
under the “Comstock Mail Law.” 


From the Advertisers’ Guide. ar 
A funny blunder has been made in the application 
of the Comstock law. Mr. Jacob B. Wise, of Clay 


"Center, Kansas, has been arrested for mailing ob- 


scene matter. His offense consists in having written 
Isaiah xxxvi, 12, on a postal card, which he mailed. 
In doing this he brought to a ridiculous conclusion 
a long theological discussion which he had been 
carrying on by mail with Rev. H. B. Vennum, an 
evangelical preacher, of Industry, Kansas, to whom 
the postal card was directed. The fact that a lay- 
man could get the best of the argument seems to 
hav incensed this alleged follower of the meek and 
lowly Nazarene, and he proceeded promptly to 
*hav the law” on his irreverent antagonist. Mr. 
Wise after boarding at public expense for about a 
month has been bailed out, $300 worth, and must 
answer for his hideous crime at the next term of 
the Federal court which convenes in October. 
Unless somebody has gumption enough to side- 


track this case and prevent the threatened trial in. 


October, a laughable dilemma will confront the 
principal actors. If Mr. Wise is convicted it will 
practically amount to a judicial determination that 
the Holy Bible contains an obscene passage, which 
won't do at all. If he is acquitted it will prove that 
this precious law is not effectual for dealing with 
all kinds of offensiv publications impartially, which 
is about as bad. The Freethinkers in Kansas are 
a large and influential element and they are lying 
low and waiting for October, when they expect to 
see some fun. It will no doubt be an interesting 
experience for Brother Vennum, whose indiscretion 
has precipitated this grotesque situation. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Wise, wishing to know exactly 
what language was upon this famous postal card, 
wrote to obtain an accurate copy of it, and the dis- 
trict attorney politely mailed him a copy, thereby 
doing the same thing which he claims is a violation 
of the law on the part of Mr. Wise. So that if Mr. 
Wise is convicted the district attorney must of a 
logical necessity prosecute and convict himself, or 
else all legal and moral sanctions will fail, for it is 
preposterous that an official, bound to maintain the 
law, should with impunity commit the same offense 
for which he procures the conviction and imprison- 
ment of another. 

Such cases as this make it all the more manifest 
that the law itself isa mere fake the purpose of 
which is to enable unscrupulous persons to get 
money out of the credulous and gullible under pre- 
tense of suppressing obscenity, and the absurdities 
of the law will never cease until we get a Congress 
honest and cleanly enough to repeal it altogether. 

From Contributors to Various Papers. 
: W. S. Belt in Lucifer. 

The Rev. H. B. Vennum, of Indusiry, Kansas, 
who had Mr. J. B. Wise arrested for sending him a 
postal card through the mails with a scripture text 
quoted on it, now says that he is sorry that Wise 
was sent to jail, and that he had no intention of 
having him sent there. But this is hardly probable ; 
since he sent the postal card to the postal officials, 
it must hav been with the purpose of having Mr. 


Wise pay some penality for his lack of respect for. 


the Bible, and his temerity in thus addressing the 


preacher; for this sort of quotation is too much: 


like throwing rotten eggs at the cloth. It was 
especially provoking to the dealer in antiquated 
eggs to find himself bespattered with some of them, 
and know that his neighbors were jeering at him, 
because he had offered to sell the very same eggs, 
and warrant them sound and fresh. ‘Curses, like 
chickens, come home to roost.” : 

Mr. Wise has many friends in Industry, for the 
citizens of that place are liberally minded. ny 
of them are persons of intelligence and large expe- 
rience, and do not sympathize with methods of per- 
secution. They hav seen the folly and fatuity of 
intolerance, and we believe they will not suffer such 


-outrages to be persisted in without calling to ac- 


count some of their rulers. 


James Pontius in Washington (Kansas) Post. 

Is it not a libel on the Bible, an outrage on our 
liberty and equal rights for all, and an injustice to 
J. B. Wise, of Clay Center, Kan., to be arrested for 
sending through the mail Isa. xxxvi, 12, as long as 
the Bible, millions of lesson leaves, and the like are 
allowed to pass through the mail undisturbed? 
Mr. Wise is an old teacher; he lost his right arm in 


hunters to shame and defeat. 
tion is from the inspired word of God. It matters 
not which way this case is decided, as it is like a 


Wise arrested for sending obscene literature through 
the mail. Mr. Wise was taken to Leavenworth jail, 
but was released on bail and now awaits his trial ' 
in October. 
trouble and expense for merely sending one passage 


Mr. Wise is put to a great deal of 


of the Bible, while another class of citizens are 
sending Bibles by the millions through the mail. 


It seems to me the public press should expose such 


persecutions and all lovers of liberty. equity, and 


justice should array themselvs against such tyranny. 
How can the Rev Mr. Vennum admit to the public 
that the Bible is obscene literature and still call it 
the word of God? 
leases Mr. Wise there certainly is nothirg too 
obscene to be sent by mail, and if the court convicts 
Mr. Wise, the Bible then stands as obscene litera- 
ture,and should be forever kept out of the mail and 
our public schools. V 


If the United States court re- 


W. S. Bett Aqain in Lucifer. 
Mr. J. B. Wise, of Clay Center, Kan., has been 


having some controversy with Rev. Mr. Vennum, of 
Industry, Kan., upon the merits of the Bible. 
most natural way Mr. Wiseasked the reverend gentle- 
man questions which he thought the minister could 
not answer. On one occasion he sent the preacher a 
postal card quoting Isa. xxxvi, 12. Some time after- 
wards a postal inspector called on Mr. Wise and 
asked him if he wrote the postal card in question. The 


Ina 


officer went his way and nothing was said or done 


in the matter by the postal authorities until the 15th 
of June, when an officer came to Clay Center, and 
took him to Leavenworth jail, wherehe nowis. [was]. 


Here is a case that will expose the obscenity 
The obscene quota- 


double-edged sword that cuts both ways. If this 


scripture quotation is decided by the federal courts 


to be obscene, then the United States government 
will hav set its foot upon the Bible. The Bible 
will be ever after a condemned book; or if the court 
decides that the quotation is not obscene, then J. 
B. Wise walks out of prison, and the work of hold- 
ing up in the sunlight of science and humanity the 
barbarous language and customs of the past goes 
on unhindered, and Comstockism will thereby be 
rebuked. Mr. Wise will be released from confine- 
ment. Meantime the discussion of liberty and au- 
thority will go on. This controversy will not be a 
fruitful subject for the anti-vice society. It will 
not only expose the rottenness of the book from 
which the passage was taken, but also the unspeak- 
able meanness of the methods of these saints of 
purity. It is hard for Mr. Wise to languish in. 
prison, but his case will create light in dark places 
as did the incarceration of D M. Bennett, Moses 
Harman, Ezra H. Heywood, E. C. Walker, Lillian 
Harman, and others. We owe much to these 
heralds and heroes of freedom. The di-cussions 
growing out of Comstockism hav been fuitful. The 
Anti-Vice Society has managed to gain sufficient 
pelf to sustain itself from year to year; but the re- 
formers hav gained the new ideas and the modern 
spirit. 
Putting a man in jail is to the Comstockians a 
genuin success, but throwing a good citizen into 
prison is an eye-opener. Eighteen years of prose- 
cution and persecution hav been hard upom many 
good people, but while they hav been years of pain 
to many, they hav been the dawning years of a new 
epoch—the era of man. d a 

Mr. J. B. Wise is a poor, one-armed man, depend- 
ing upon his own exertions for his support. He is 
a man worthy of sympathy for his own sake, as well 
as for the cause he represents. Here is a case where 
those who hav the means can, without question, do 
a genuin deed of charity. I know some readers of 
Lucifer who will take pleasure in coming to J. B. 
Wise's rescue. : ; ; 


From the Leavenworth Standard. 
WHO IS H. B VENNUM? 

The police are trying to find out who the Rev. 
H. B. Vennum is. This morning a newspaper, 
postmarked in Germany, was received at the police 
station. It bears this address: “Rev. H. B. Ven- 
num, care of governor of Leavenworth Jail, Kansas, 


-United States of America.” A postal card bearing 


the same address has also been received at head- 
quarters. It speaks of the man Vennum as a “Free- 
thinker” and says he is confined in the Leaven- 
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worth jail for an improper quotation from the 
The police do not know anything 
about Vennum’s whereabouts, but think they had 


scriptures. 


him in jail some months ago. 


MR. VENNUM IS FOUND.—A “STANDARD” READER WHO 


SEEMS TO KNoW ALL ABOUT HIM AND OTHERS. 


In reply to your inquiry about Rev. H. B. Ven- 
num permit me to say: It seems that the editor of 
a church paper in London had read in the Free- 
thinker of that city the statement that a man named 


Wise was suffering imprisonment in Leavenworth 


for merely writing a verse of the Bible on a postal 


card and sending it to a preacher named Vennum. 
Deeming the story as incredible as some of the 
tales of Russian barbarities, he wrote over here to 


know what foundation, if any, there was for the re- 


port. Our English cousins, it seems, hav little 
realization of the actual status of human liberty in 
this puritan-cursed country. 

J. B. Wise is a harmless, kindly disposed little 
old man who livs alone in a cabin at Clay Center. 
His right sleeve is empty clear to the shoulder, and 
being very poor, he keeps soul and body together 
by canvassing for publications, some of which are 
Freethought. 
ing well acquainted with Wise, undertook to convert 
him and wrote him several letters, quoting scrip- 
ture to warn him of his fate. Not to be outdone in 
the courtesies of the season, Wise good naturedly 
quoted Bible back to him, asking him to explain it, 
and finally run on to a passage (Isa. xxxvi, 12) 
which made the preacher mad. Wise was arrested 
as though he had committed a murder and thrown 
into the Leavenworth jail, where he lay a month 
before his neighbors found out what had happened 
and bailed him out. His trial is set for October 
8th. 

This case is one that concerns the Christian and 
Jewish religions about as much as it does Mr. Wise. 
The Bible is really on trial, charged to all intents 
and purposes by Reverend Vennum with being in- 
decent and obscene and unfit for transmission 
through the mails. : 

As the courts hav held that one line or even one 
word of obscenity renders & whole newspaper or 
book unmailable,; the conviction of Wise practically 
decides the Bible to be obscene in the eyes of the 
law and its sending through the mails a crime. 

It is more than likely that Judge Foster, who sent 
Harman up for five vears for mailing his paper con- 
taining a Latin word, will feel constrained to main- 
tain a reputation. for consistency and impartiality 
and giv Wise an equal dose. If so, prosecutions 
will be brought against the American Bible society 
and others who offend against this puritanical law. 
What is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. 

George Francis Train was once arrested and 
thrown into the Tombs for printing texts of scrip- 
ture in his paper. | 
was gotten rid of in some way, but Train refused 
to leave the prison and demanded a trial. He was 
finally inveigled outside by a ruse and the door 
locked against him. He tried to break in but 
failed and so had to submit to the inevitable. 

S. R. S. 


Letters to Mr. Wise. 
From J. D. Shaw, Editor of the Independent Pulptt. 

Dear Mr. Wise: Referring again to your trouble 
with the post office officials, there is one thing about 
it that may be an advantage to Liberals. If they 
convict you it will giv a black eye to the Bible. You 
will hav shown in the courts that it is an obscene 
book. But everybody knows that, and I regret to 
see you sacrificed for so small an advantage. 

Very truly, J. D. Saaw. 


From 0. B. Hof man, of Enterprise, Kan. 

J. B. Wise, My Dear Sir and Brother: I note 
with indignation the news of your arrest and im- 
prisonment at the instigation of some Jesuitical 
hypocrit—some pretended follower of the Nazarene, 
who was not ashamed to fraternize with the public 
women of his day. What a contemptible, cowardly 
thing the average * preacher" is anyway! Living 
on the charity of society, he begs for a living and 
when some one refuses to deliver he attempts to 
call in the state, and generally with success, to 
crush the opponent. Well, what are you doing to 
defend yourself? Let me hear from you. I hav 
$10, or more if necessary, for your defense. 

Yours, C. B. Horrmsn. 
Officials Hav Become Cautious. 
Letter to the Postmaster at Industry, Kan 

Isaac Grszs, Esq., Postmaster, Dear Sir: Your 
letter of the 6th received asking for an exact copy 
of the postal card written by Wise. We do not 


fe: 1 that it is proper for this office to mail copies of 


that card from place to place. If anyone is suffi- 
ciently interested he can come to this office and see 


The Rev. Vennum, of Industry, be- 


"What is the result and consequence. 


Realizing their blunder the case. 


it or get a copy. We would probably be guilty of 

the same offense in sending it to you that Mr. 

Wise is. Very respectfully,  Raxkm Mason, 
Assistant U. S. Attorney, Topeke, Kan. 


Freethought and Liberalism—J. B. Wise and 
Obscene Literature. 


There are no two grander words in tbe English lan- 
guage than Freethought and Liberalism. And if they 
could be divested of everything but their legitimate or 
natural meaning. thousands of people. yes, tens of thou- 
sands would willinglv and gladly adopt them as their re- 
ligious shibboleth, But the truth is, and it is always safe 
to speak the truth, so many wild, unreasongble cranks 
hav assumed that they are the representati¥s of Free- 
thought and Liberalism that many honest people who 
are really genuin Liberals refuse to be known as such. 
Here is an instance of how these zealous, self-styled 
Freethinkers bring disgrace unon the cause of progressiv 
thought. The other day Mr. J. B. Wise, of Clay Center. 
Kansas, in a discussion with an orthodox minister, selected 
from the Bible one of the most obscene and disgusting 
passages in that book, writes it out on a postal card, and 
sends it through the mail to the clergyman. The pas- 
sage is so abomniably obscene that we will not soil our 
pages by giving the number, chapter, and verse and book 
from which it is taken, for fear some innocent child might 
look it up and be contaminated by it. Now, asa lawyer, 
I giv it as my legal opinion that this was a plain, clear 
violation of the United States law against sending ob- 
scene matter thronch the mails, Any judge presiding at 
the trial of Mr. Wise would be compelled to charge the 
jury as follows: 

** Gentlemen of the Jury: There is no question that 
under this statute the writing on the postal card in ques- 
tion is obscene matter, and, gentlemen, if you find that 
the prisoner mailed the “aid card as charged in the in- 
dictment, then you must find him guilty.” 

Iam sure that ninety-nine lawyers out of everv one 
hundred will agree to what I hav here stated. There 
could be no clearer case than this. Now what do we see? 
So called Liberal journals and Liberal people calling on 
the Liberal public to contribute money to defend Mr. 
Wise on his trial. Here is a man calling himself » Free- 
thinker and a Liberal, who has plainly violated a United 
States law—the law againat sending obscene matter 
through the mails—and Liberals rush to his defense. 
The general public 
say with good reason that Freethinkers and Liberals are 
in favor of sending obscene matter through the mails and 
that tbey stand hy anyone who violates the law. The 
general public is justified in saving that, and in saving it, 
it seems to us they are telling the truth as to the Liberals 
who take that course, . 

This case furnished a verv good opportunity to hav 
given superstition a heavy blow in a vital point. The 
Liberals hav always contended that portions of the Bible 
are obscene—too obscene to be read by decent people. 
Mr. Wise selected one ef the most ohscene passages and 
sent it through the mails, and the Christian neople, or 
their minister, brings an action against Mr. Wise for cir- 
culating obscene literature, In this instance every Free- 
thinker and Liberal in the country should hav said: ** For 
once the Christians are right. They hav got onto a real 
genuin case of mailing obscene literature and we will 
stand by them,” and they should hav further said to our 
Christian friends, ** We will stand by vou when you are 
in the right, and if you need money call on us and we will 
contribute to aid in the prosecution of this man Wise. He 
has sent but one verse of your holv inspired book through 
the mails, but it is so dirty and obscene that he ought to 
go to prison and be hesvily fined for so doing. Goahead, 
Christians, and show the world what a smutty book this 
Bible is, and we will aid you all in our power.” That 
would hav been the correct position for Liberals to hav 
taken in this case, and by so doing they would hav acted 
consistent with their professions, aud, as the politicians 
say, they would hav put the orthodox people in a hole. 
Then after the court had thus decided that certain por- 
tions of the Bible were obscene and tbev had this prece- 
dent established, the proper thing would hav been to hav 
prosecuted the Bible Society for sending the Bible 
through the mails. i 

Some will say that this would hav been hard «n Mr. 
Wise. But Mr. Wise is no foo). He knew that the pas- 


| sage he wrote on the postal card was obscene, and that is 


the reason he sent it to the preacher. If it was not ob- 
scene there was no point in his sending it. Mr. Wise 
knew he wasvidlating a United States law when he mailed 
this card, and he should hav been willing to incur the 
penalty for tbe sake of vindicating the claim that he 
made that the Bible was obscene. The “insane” George 
Francis Train was more consistent. He selected certain 
smutty passages from the Bible, sent them through the 
mail, and when arrested and called on to plead to the in- 
dictment, said: ** Yes, Jam guilty. The Bible is an ob- 
scene book and I hav sent it through the mail, now I 
will take the punishment." The Christians were in a 
dilemma. at once. To convict Train convicted their holy 
book. They found they had an elephant on their hands 
and they had to tear down the prison to get rid of the 
elephant. H. L. Green. 


Christianity and the Common Law. 

How did Christianity come to be a part of the 
common law? By judicial legerdemain. In 1458 
Chief Justice Prisot gave an opinion in these 
words: 

**'To such laws as the Holy Church hav of the ancient 
scripture it behooves us to giv credence, for it is that 
common Jaw upon which all kinds of law are founded. 
And therefore we are bound to know their law of Holy 
Church, and in like manner they are obliged to know our 
laws. And if it should appear now to us that the bishop 
had done what we ordinarily do in a like case, then we 
should adjudge it good, and not otherwise.” 

The first quotation of the above opinion was by. 
Finch in 1513, who mistranslated the Norman French 
snd mangled it thus: “To such laws of the church 
as hav warrant in holy scripture our laws giv cred- 


” 


In 1658 Wingate erected this false translation 
into a maxim of the common law. 

In 1675 Sheppard copied the same, 
Finch and Wingate. 

Sir Matthew Hale also, about the same time, but 
without quoting any authority, said: “Christianity 
is parcel of the law of England.” 

By these echoings and re-echoings from one to 
another, it became so established that in 1723, in 
the case of King vs. Woolston, the court would not 
suffer it to be debated whether to write against 
Christianity was punishable in the temporal court of 
common law; and Wood ventured to vary the 
phrase by saying that “all blasphemy and pro- 
faneness are offenses by common law.” 

Then in 1773 Blackstone repeats the words of 
Hale, that “Christianity is a part of the law of 
England,” and in 1767 Mansfield, on his own au- 
thority, says that “the essential principles of re- 
vealed religion are parts of the common law."  . 

Thus we hav a chain of authorities, hanging link 
by link, one upon another, and all ultimately on one 
and the same hook, and that a mistranslation of 
the Norman French word “ anciens,” making “ an- 
cient scripture” mean “holy scripture.” z 

It was Thomas Jefferson who adduced the above 
facts. I hav only slightly changed and condensed 
his phraseology. W. H. Burr. 


Will some friend in each of the states of Califor- 
nia, Idaho, Montana, Washington, and Wisconsin 
send to Judge Hector W. Haight, of Farmington, 
Utah, a copy of the constitution of his or her state 
or giv him the address of the Secretary of State? 
The Freethinkers of Utah are very anxious to draft 
a perfect corstitution for the coming state, and 
they want to see just what has been done in other 
commonwealths. If any Freethinker in any of the 
states named, or in any other, knows of a particu- 
larly good provision in the organic law of his 
state, it will be well to transcribe it and forward to 
Judge Haight. That earnest Freethinker will be 
very thankful for any information that will help 
him and his co-workers to bring about the desired 
result—the establishment of a free state for a free 
people. 


quoting 


——— BM 

Mr. H. H. Johnston, who knows as much about 
the Boers and their habits and character as most 
men, Speaks of their religion as being fiercely Cal- 
vinistic. “ Their form of Christianity,” he says, “is 
harsher than the harshest Presbyterianism ; they 
are great Sabbatarians, and their religious services 
are gloomy beyond belief, consisting of dreary 
prayers, lengthy psalms sung to dreary chants, in- 
terminable sermons, and readings from the sternest 
portions of scripture. The Boers simply worship 
the Old Testament, the study «f which has become 
almost a craze among them, to such an extent that 
they identify themselvs with the children of Israel, 
and in their treks through the wilderness imagin 
themselvs to be repeating the wanderings of the 
chosen people. This is why, on the older maps of 
Southern Africa, there are so many ‘Moses’ Fon- 
tein,’ ‘Nilstrom,’ ‘Mounts Pisgah,’ and ‘Sinai.’ 
The nativs whom they encountered and dispossessed 
were compared to the Amalekites and the Canaan- 
ites, and their extermination was demanded from 
the pulpit in the words of Deuteronomy xx, 10-14. 
Slavery has always been a tenet of the Boer faith, 
and has been justified by the same references to the 
Old Testament as were formerly in vogue among 
the ministers of religion in the Southern states of 
America.” — Morning. 


Every man has a right to worship God according 
to the dictates of his own conscience in this 
country, I take it. He can go to church if he 
chooses and remain away if he likes. I believe 
in liberty, just as «much liberty of action as pos- 
sible, and I believe that a man should be al- 
lowed to enjoy himself on Sunday, or any other 
day, so long as he does not interfere with the rights 
or liberty of any other person. There are many 
people in Cleveland who hav just one day in the 
week for recreation. They work from daylight 
until dark for their families and on Sunday they 
visit the parks, attend picnics, participate in harm- 
less amusements, and go home refreshed and happy. 
Their children hav no other opportunity for an out- 
ing. They may patronize the Ferris wheel for 
aught I know, they may even ride in the haunted 
swing, but in doing so they harm no one, interfere 
with the liberty of no person, and I believe are bet- 
ter citizens for the day of recreation. I believe in 
law and order and shall endeavor to maintain the 
same, but I will not take part in prosecuting one 
class of people because they do not believe as 
another class does. If it is wrong to ride in the 
wheel it is also wrong to ride on-the street cars for 
pleasure. In fact it is difficult to say where the 
line should be drawn.— Mayor Blee, of Cleveland. 
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News and Notes. 


Last Sunday evening, September 28d, Mrs. M. 
A. Freeman gave her lecture on “Science and Super- 
stition” to a crowded house. Science and super- 
stition were certainly arrayed in their true colors in 
this brilliant address. The interest in our Sunday 
meetings is now constantly advancing, and every 
day increases the prospects of a grand gathering in 
October. Professor Copeland, formerly of Texas, 
lectures next Sunday evening on “ Freethought 
Views of Sin and Crime.” On the first Sunday in 
October will be the Trumbull Memorial meeting, 
at which a large gathering is expected. Many of 
the old comrades of this veteran leader will be 
present and speak in honor of his memory. 

October 11th I shall lecture on “Spiritualism, 
Theosophy, and Freethought.” October 21st, 
Franklin Steiner will lecture on “The Bible in 
the Light of Modern Criticism.” A goodly array 
of. speakers are here preparing for the Congress. 
Besides Judge Waite, Mrs. Freeman, Dr. Juliet H. 
Severance, and myself, who are already on the 
ground, we shall hav among the first and foremost 
always in the battle of religious liberty, the Rev. 
Alonzo T. Jones, of the American Sentinel, a right 
good “Reverend,” indeed, not by apostolic succes- 
sion, but by vigorous and noble service. He will 
giv an address Sunday afternoon, October 28th, on 
“The Judicial Basis for a Religious Tyranny in the 
United States.” It will repay anyone to come to 
the Congress just to hear this one great lecture. 
No one is so thoroughly posted on this subject as 
Mr. Jones. He has mastered it, and is keen as a 
diamond in his illustrations of judicial usurpations. 
He is one of the ablest, most far-seeing, and elo- 
quent debaters on our side of the question. He 
stands squarely on the platform of the Demands of 
Liberalism. He is author of the book, “The Two 
Republics,” a book freighted with the facts and 
lessons of human history, which every American 
citizen should read. We shall hav another broad 
and Freethinking “Reverend” with us, W. W. 
Chunn, of the radical Unitarians of the West. Dr. 
Paul Carus, of the Open Court, we expect, will 
be with us; also Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, whose 
pioneer work is well known; John E. Remsburg, 
who has traveled more and lectured more, I guess, 
than any other Freethinker in the country; Frank- 
lin Steiner, who has the golden promis of youth; 
Mrs. Ella Roberts, who has received the encomiums 
of the Chicago press for her eloquence in behalf of 
industrial reform; Leon Lewis will giv us * Bruno; ” 
Mrs. Sarah E. Ames, Mrs. L. D. White, and Mrs. 
Lizzie M. Holmes will contribute their share. We 
certainly hav an array of talent which will prove 
quite attractiv, besides others who we hope and ex- 
pect will come at the last moment— Wakeman, 
‘Washburn, Adams, etc. 

We hav arranged to make the headquarters of the 

Congress at the Gault House, a first-class hotel on 
West Madison street, corner of Clinton, within two 
blocks of Madison Hall, where the Congress meets. 
The proprietor has made favorable terms for those 
who attend the Congress: $1.50 per day, room and 
board, which is nearly half rates. This is a pleas- 
ant and convenient place to locate, and it will add 
much to the social interest of the Congress for us 
to gather here. 
. We purpose to send five thousand programs 
and invitations to the Congress all over the country, 
and I hope that friends will send a list of names of 
Liberals in their vicinity to whom the invitations 
can be sent. We can thus arouse an extensiv in- 
terest in Freethought. Address 234 South Water 
street, Chicago. 

I was glad this week to hear from my old friend, 
M. S. Palmer, of California, who is always ready to 
do his share. For over half a century he has been 
in the harness. He says: 

Inclosed you will find two dollars to help you alon 
a little, and I wish you success in your undertaking. 
must add that my eyesight is failing so fast that I cannot 
see to read print or write, and Ishall hav to giv up my 
beloved TRUTH SgEKER. Yours as ever, 

M. 8. PALMER, 

Our friend has the deepest sympathies of his 
Freethought comrades throughout the country. No 
shadows of orthodoxy will ever linger upon his 
mental vision. The sun of reason will shine. 
Robert Gunther and H. F. Ebers also of California 
send their good word and contributions. 

C. V. Williams of Kansas writes : 

When I came to this place, which is now my home, in 
1898, but few dared to express their honest thoughts; 
now 4 religious discussion may be heard on the streets 
almost every day. I hav succeeded in converting a 
United Brethren preacher. I delivered two lectures here 
last winter. The Methodists had a revival immediately 
after, but caught no converts. I intend to start a Free- 
hought society here as soon as possible. I will try to 
raise Some money for the Congress, and will add my lit- 
tle a forward it. I hope for yoursuccess, It will help 
USA. 


Miss Lottie Wolf of Kansas, a young Freethinker, 
sends contribution and quite a list of Freethinkers 
in her vicinity. I hope others will do the same. 
We would like to hav thousands of names of Liber- 
als, in order that we can mail documents. Our 
young friend writes: 

I hope the coming Congress will do great things in 
abolishing the oppression of the human mind. I am 
ready to do whatever I can. 

The Sabbath question is coming to the front here 
in Chicago. The Civic Federation is preparing for 
the enforcement of Puritanic laws. Mayor Hop- 
kins says if they want a Puritanic Sabbath they 
shall hav it. Postmaster Hesing arranged for a 
carrier’s parade on Sunday. Of course the churches 
made a protest. That wouldn’t do, to hava parade 
of any. of Uncle Sam's officials on Sunday. The 
postmaster called together the carriers and gave 
notice that if any one bad conscientious scruples 
against marching on Sunday, he could be excused. 
Not one carrier availed himself of the privilege. 
In spite of the churches, therefore, the Sunday 
parade will go on. The carriers are all in it, and 
the preachers are not. SauxvEL P. Pournam. 


Ingersoll on Brockway. 
From the New York World. 

In my judgment no human being was ever made 
better, nobler, by being whipped or clubbed. 

Mr. Brockway, according to his own testimony, 
is simply a savage. He belongs to the Dark Ages 
—to the Inquisition, to the torture- chamber—and 
he needs reforming more than any prisoner under 
his control. To put any man within his power is 
in itself a crime. Mr. Brockway is a believer in 
cruelty—an apostle of brutality. He beats and 
bruises flesh to satisfy his conscience—his sense of 
duty. He wields the club himself because he en- 
joys the agony he inflicts. 

When a poor wretch, having reached the limit of 
endurance, submits or becomes unconscious, he is 
regarded as reformed. During the remainder of 
his term he trembles and obeys. But he is not re- 
formed.: In his heart is the flame of hatred, the 
desire for revenge; and he returns to society far 
worse than when he entered the prison. 

Mr. Brockway should be either removed or 
locked up, and the Elmira Reformatory should be 
superintended by some civilized man—some man 
with brain enough to know, and heart enough to 
feel. : 

I do not believe that one brute, by whipping, 
beating, and lacerating the flesh of another, can re- 
form him. The lash will neither «i+velop the brain 
nor cultivate the heart. There should be no bruis- 
ing, no scarring of the body, in families, in schools, 
in reformatories, or prisons. A civilized man does 
not believe in the methods of savagery. Brutality 
has been tried for thousands of years, and through 
all these years it has been a failure. 

Criminals hav been flogged, mutilated, and 
maimed, tortured in a thousand ways, and the only 
effect was to demoralize, harden, and degrade 
society and increase the number of crimes. In the 
army and navy soldiers and sailors were flogged to 
death, and everywhere by church and state the tor- 
ture of the helpless was practiced and upheld. 

Only a few years ago there were two hundred and 
twenty-three offenses punished with death in Eng- 
land. Those who wished to reform this savage 
code were denounced as the enemies of morality 
and law. They were regarded as weak and senti- 
mental. 

At last the English code was reformed through 
the efforts of men who had brain and heart. But 
it is a significant fact that no bishop of the Episco- 
pal church sitting in the House of Lords ever voted 
for the repeal of one of those savage laws. Possibly 
this fact throws light on the recent poetic and 
Christian declaration by Bishop Potter to the effect 
that “there are certain criminals who can only be 
made to realize through their hides the fact that 
the state has laws to which the individual must be 
obedient.” 

This orthodox remark has the true apostolic ring 
and is in perfect accord with the bistory of the 
church. But it does not accord with the intelli- 
gence and philanthropy of our time. Let us develop 
the brain by education, the heart by kindness. Let 
us remember that criminals are produced by condi- 
tions, and let us do what we can to change the con- 
ditions and to reform the criminals. 

R. Q. Incexsoxt. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for October, 1894: 

October 7th—Mr. He Rowley, subject: ‘‘What we 

Stand for.” Vocal and instrumental music. 

October 14th—Rev. F. E. Mason, subject (by request): 

“t The Science of Life,” 


Observations. 


We hav it upon the authority of the clergymen 
and the politicians that both religion and govern- 
ment rest upon laws enforcing the observance of 
Sunday as the Sabbath. Wherein is discovered an 
explanation of the fact that both church and state 
are rotten at the butt. 

Reports from agricultural districts show that the 
people who prayed for rain during the summer's . 
drouth hav now got enough of it to either spoil 
their crops or to prevent the harvesting of such 
produce as the dry weather permitted them to 
raise. If this is the result of the praying that was 
done, the warning against monkeying with the 
weather is sufficiently impressiv for the longest for- 
getory to remember. 


TWO OF A KIND. 

If join a church you feel you must, 
Don't hesitate a minute, 

But, Catholic or Protestant— 
Whichever’s first—get in it; 

The difference between the two 
Won't pay a moment’s bother— 

It’s incense you will find in one, 
And nonsense in the other. 


Inspector Byrnes of the New York police holds 
it to be according to law to dress his men in citi- 
zens’ clothes and to set them as spies upon the ac- 
tions of merchants suspected of violating the Sun- 
day law. President Martin of the Police Board 
holds to the contrary, and some of the police jus- 
tices hav refused to entertain charges or to hold 
prisoners under the spy system. Mr. Byrnes, I 
think, may safely go ahead with his inquisition, for 
so far as my imagination can be exercised it can 
conceive of no depth of meanness, no violation of 
rights, nothing either outrageous or despicable, 
that is not justified by law—the Sunday law in par- 
ticular. If anything under the head of either has 
been overlooked, Inspector Byrnes may rest as- 
sured that the Sabbatarians will call attention to 
the omission and that the legislature will hasten to 


supply it. 


A religious journal called the Churchman, which 
has come duly to hand, has a department headed 
‘Ladies’ Column.” If the perusal of that depart- 
ment relieves the ladies of the burden of reading 
the rest of the paper, the female subscribers of the 
Churchman are let off easily ; otherwise it is invid- 
ious, as indicating that the feminin mind is limited 
to the capacity of grasping a few very unimportant 
subjects. The column merely tells the women what 
are the latest freaks in coats, capes, tea jackets and 
skirts, and informs them how to make guava salad 
and to pickle nasturtiums. If I differed in sex I think 
I would attach myself to some journal in an edito- 
rial capacity and. start a “ Gentlemen's Column.” If 
ladies are to hav their mental pabulum bitten off 
&nd mummed for them by male grannies, why may 
not the female turn editorial nurse and do a little 
chewing for us? I hear no reply. Let some angel 
rush in where fool man has trod for so extended a 
period of time. I hav never seen a gentlemen’s 
column in any of the papers edited by women. Hav 
they no suggestions to ofter about our clothes? At 
this time of the year we would like to know, for ex- 
ample, how to restore the sizing to our last winter’s 
derby; how to revive the symmetry of our pants; 
whether round or square patches are to be worn 
this season by gentlemen of sedentary habits, and 
whether the verge of the affected part is to be 
darned down by Dame Fashion or tucked under. 
Are there signs of a return to the barndoor of our 
forefathers? Will it be en regle or outre to walk 
on our upper shoe-leather this fall? Does a gen- 
tleman amble on the off side or the near side of his 
female escort until further notice? Having a quart 
of milk in one hand and a jug of molasses in the 
other, with which is it de rigueur to raise the hat 
upon meeting a lady friend who carries a salt cod- 
fish in her pocket and a spool of thread on her arm? 
Again, will the young man who goes to church with 
his girl follow her inside and take his medicin, or 
will it be deemed better form if he plays fifteen-ball 
pool until meeting is out? Will the attendant upon 
divine service take his own umbrella on leaving the 
sanctuary, or the best one in sight, as heretofore ? 
Will St. Augustine or San Diego be the favored win- 
ter resort of upper-circle Sunday school treasurers 
and Y. M. C. A.members who hav made their grab ? 
Those of us who are preachers of the gospel de- 
sire to know what prevailing taste dictates that we 
should do in order to escape the criticism of uncon- 
ventionality. Is it to be defendantin a heresy trial 
or corespondent in a divorce suit? We would 
that the cup of unbelief might pass from us, but 
thanks be to God, we are qualified for the respond- 
ing business. 
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So long as the ladies receive from mankind in- 
struction in the matter of guava salad and pickled 
nasturtiums, they ought to be willing to giv us 
something for tuition—something practical, for ex- 
ample, in family matters, and about that portion 
of domestic work which falls to the head of the 
household; whether long or short stovewood is the 
more economical; whether it really takes a bushel 
of corn to fatten a pig’s tail, and if something else 
could not be fed for the development of the tail, and 
the corn applied to the ribs. What makes the best 
saw greaser? Having twelve hens and fifteen nests, 
what will prevent all the hens from trying to get on 
one nest at the same time? I might multiply these 
examples, but I trust the ladies will see the neces- 
sities of the case without further illustration. True, 
the questions may seem trivial, but I hold that they 
are just as important as those which newspaper 


editors discuss for the edification of their female 


readers; and if men had a department devoted to 
them, we might soon be as restricted in our infor- 
mation as some women who do not want their sex 
to vote. 


In the midst of free nature it is only the free—why 
should we not say it—the nude, beautiful human form 
that is suitable; all drapery is subject to fashion and 
change; and human form, as it comes from the hand of 
nature, is alone fitting to stand in the presence of ever- 
lasting nature.—Berthold Auerbach. ` 

The Martin woman, who is superintendent of the 
Purity in Literature and Art Department of the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, which is 
the female member of Comstock’s society, has 
broken out again. Of course she wants to suppress 
something else than herself, and has appealed to 
Superintendent Byrnes of the police to abolish the 
living pictures shown in the theaters, and also the 
theatrical posters “portraying actors and actresses 
in tights.” Taking the ground that one humbug 
justifies another, she argues: “If Secretary Carlisle 
can prevent the casting of a medal because of St. 
Gaudens’ representation on it of a man’s nude form, 
why shall we not say that our form shall not be ex- 
posed?” Indeed, why not? Mrs. Martin’s form is 

_ her own; she is at liberty to drape it, and the person 
who would hav it otherwise should swing. What- 
ever the beauty of her chaste outlines, no one may 
contemplate them, without her consent, save the 
one favored man who has purchased from some 
other man a license to gaze. To be sure, the per- 
sons who exhibit. the living pictures hav bought a 
license to show them, and the men and women who 
spectate pay for the privilege; but as the freedom 
to look once does not carry with it the compulsion 
to look always and never elsewhere, perhaps the 
cases are not parallel. 

It is astonishing, as Carlyle pointed out in his 
“Sartor Resartus" how much depends upon 
clothes; and not only upon clothes, but upon the 
fit of them. Perfect-fitting garments, it appears, 
are immodest, although the deity, of whose image 
Mrs. Martin is ashamed, and before whose handi- 
work she makes an indecent exposure of her mind, 
has decreed that we shall be created without any 
at all. By the way, how does she expect to find 
him appareled when, as a reward for libeling that 
which he has made, she is ushered into his pres- 
ence? Do his clothes fit him? Has she ever 
thought how she herself will be dressed on that in- 
teresting occasion? Does she imagin that, as an 
author, God is pleased with her assurance that his 
works, especially his likeness, are obscene? Will 
she inaugurate a Purity in Nature crusade over 
there, and suggest to the almighty that henceforth 
the children of earth be born headed up in a barrel 
to be opened in the dark? According to her con- 
tention, providence clothes the human form with 
lewdness only, and it is left to others similarly de- 
bauched to make it presentable. In some way the 
fountain must be compelled to squirt water higher 
than its source. Indecency concealed becomes 
purity, while purity revealed becomes indecent. I 
fail to make it out in that way. I hav seen the the- 
atrical posters and the living pictures which Mrs. 
Martin defames. The former are about as porno- 
graphic as the Chinese drawings on a teachest. The 
living pictures are the draped figures of men, wom- 
en, and children posed in a handsome gilt frame, 
with lighis and surroundings which make them ap- 
pear like works of art. You hav to go back of the 
phenomena to discover the lewd, if anything of the 
kind exists. The prospect pleases; only the man 
or woman is vile who sees more than appears. If 
one person touches that which is naturally clean, 


and imparts no stain to it, and if another—Mrs. ; 


Martin, for example—touches it and leaves a smutch, 
then which is the source of the impurity, the object 
touched or Mrs. Martin’s fingers? The answer is 
in the question, and the warning is, Hands off un- 
less they are clean. , 


‘of the church are becoming more bold and danger- 


and vote for a repeal of the laws, or, at least, their modi- 
fication. Mr. Lyon will be elected by au enormous 
majority, and not even the antagonistic clergymen will 
question this claim. 

The sale of Sunday newspapers is forbidden,. too, and 
the proprietors also went to the Supreme Court on a 
futil quest for relief. They hav paid hundreds of fines, 
and at the last session of the legislature they seeured 
the passage of a hill to repeal the special act of 1858, and 
to make the fine here the same as in the remaining sixty- 
three counties of the state. Governor Pattison. Demo- 
crat, vetoed it after the Jegislature had adjoured. Tt is 
expected that the bill will pass next winter and will be 
signe by Daniel H. Hastings, the Republican governor- 

o-he. ; 

The Dispatch, the Post, the Press, and the Leader 
hav made a strong fight forthe legalizing of the Suuday 
sale of such harmless commodities as soda water and ice- 
cream, because on hot summer days the Allegheny river 
water, coated with petroleum, is nauseating, and the 
Press went so far one season es to place at the principal 
street corners barrels of ice-water, free to all comers. 
Those morning papers not having Sunday editious hav 
been compelled either to side with the Sundav press or to 
remain nentral. or stand prosecution for the Sunday work 
necessary to a Monday morning issue. 

It is impossible for a stranger to get a shave here on 
Sunday, because the journeymen barbers make the pros- 
ecutions themselvs. and the resident’s onlv way to get a 
Suudayv ‘‘scrape” is to arrange with the ‘* bess” barber 
to hav him visit his residence. The Philadelphia barbers 
want the law repealed, but George W. Miller. the su- 
nreme organizer, who livs in Pittsburg, says the National 
Barbers' Association will oopose a change. 

' The Catbolies, German-Lutherans, and Episcopalians, 
clergy and laymen, hav all along sided with the Sundav 
newspaners and the movement to modify the centnrv-old 
laws. The Pittsburg park concerts occur regularly on 
Sundav evenings. but when the Allegheny concerts wera 
stopped, Bishop White, head of the Protestant Episcopal 
diocese, said: **'The Episcopal church does not consider 
Sunday as the Sabbath or day that is to be given up solely 
to rest, such as was origina]]v intended to he done with 
the day we call Saturday. Therefore, we feel that the 
demands of the church hav been fulfilled when the morn- 
ing services hav been attended. I do not mean that peo- 
ple are to put in the balance of the day in a way that 
would do discredit to themselvs or be offensiv to their 
neighbors. Anything that takes them outon God's hills 
under God's trees and God's sky has my approbation. It 
is far better for them to be in the park listening to music 
and incidentally drinking in health than herding together 
in crowded tenements, where fresh nir is even scarcer 
es money.”— Pittsburg Correspondence of New York 
ribune, . 


Incidentally with this crusade the police of Chi- 
cago hav committed an outrage that comes under 
Herr Most’s heading of Propaganda by Deed. 
These policemen hav invaded private property, and 
net only disfigured bill boards, but torn down the 
boards upon which the bills were posted. Such an 
act would rightly subject a private citizen to fine or 
imprisonment. What makes it worse, the authori- 
ties knew they were committing a felony, and like 
other criminals chose the night for it. ‘Then they 
hav the impudence to ask citizens to respect the law. 

Gro. E. MAoboNALD. 


Annual Congress of the Freethought Federa- 
‘tion and the Seeular Union. 
CALL OF THE FREETHOUGUT FEDERATION OF AMERICA. 


To the Liberals of America and Members of the 
Freethought Federation: 

The Annual Congress of the Freethought Feder- 
ation of America will be held in Chicago, Oct. 26th, 
27th, and 28th, in conjunction with the Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union. The impor- 
tance of this Congress is great. The encroachments 


ous. The attempts to amend the constitution so as 
to place our government on a Christian basis, and 
to pass a national Sabbath law, are indications of 
the attitude of the church. It has been and is to- 
day the enemy of freedom; and we must be con- 
stantly prepared to meet its conspiracies. We can 
not do this asan unorganized mass. We must join 
forces, otherwise we shall be defeated. We need a 
common impulse.. There must be association. Let 
the gathering at Chicago be the greatest yet held 
in America. Think of past achievements as an in- 
spiration to something better in the future. Free- 
thought is growing. The necessity for political 
action is more apparent than ever. The means of 
action are improving. Freethought cannot go 
backward; it must step forward. Now is the 
opportunity for union and strength. This Con- 
gress is for work. Let there be an enthusiastic 
rally. SauvEL P. Purnam, Pres., 
FRANKLIN STEINER, 
N. F. GRISWOLD, 
J. M. Prox, 
B. A. Rorosox. 
E. C. Rxrogwar», Treas. and Acting Sec. 


Leetures and Meetings. 


Tm Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Knabe Hall, 26 W. Fourth st., Cincinnati. Mr. John 
R. Charlesworth will lecture during October upon the 
following subjecta: 

October 7tb—*'Tnfidelity and Suicide," a reply to Rev. 

Johnston Myers. 

October 14th— **'T'he Birth and Growth of Religions.” 
October 21st—** The World and its Gods.” 
October 28th —** What the Bible has done for Woman.” 

Lectures commence at 7:45 p.m, sharp. All lectures 
are followed by free criticism and discussion. All are 
invited to attend. 


Vice-Pres. 


Freethought Federation—Treasurer’s Report. 


It is hoped that friends will not fail to send in a 
list of names of Liberals in their vicinity. This 
will be a great help. It is necessary to arouse 
Liberals to action. This Congress is for work, and 
to arrange plans to meet hereafter the aggressions 
of the church. A large attendance is expected. 
We report encouraging contributions for this week, 
but hope that more will pour in, for we need the 
funds. We purpose to send out 5,000 invitations, 
stating the objects of Congress, the principles of 
Liberalism, etc. Our aim is to reach those who are 
indifferent, or who do not yet understand the value 
of our work. We must gain recruits. 

Robert Gunther .......$2 50 I. Goulette. ............... 
Max Stern ................ —— 


John J. Duffy... 
John L. Moor 


Tum Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for October: 


Oct. 5th —** Mary Wollstoneeraft, The Apostle of Equal 
Rights.” Voltairine de Cleyre. 

Oct. 12th—‘‘A HeJnmeet to Man." Gen. E M. Lee. 

Oct. 19th—'*'The Nude in Art." By the Editor of the 


Art Critic. 
Oot. 26th—** Politics," T. B. Wakeman. 


Tae Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 


1 00 


F. €. Schornhorst.:... 


M. P. Braffett. 200 Wm. ©. Decker......... 1 00 | E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
Mrs. C. Palm..... 2 50 x abi 1 a free All welcome. Program for October: 

M rU 100 Foo A, Kimble ..-----+ 1 00 | Oct, 9tb.—''The Lesson of the Great Strike.” J. C. 
Joseph Wenzel.......... 50 J.S. Peckham .......... 1 00 Hannon, H. V. Hetzel, and B. Hanford. 

John Gronan. ............ 100 W. J. Ribley ............ 100} Radical Library open 7.30 to 10 r.m. Dues 15 cents 
L. Schlegel ............... 150 Edgar Worrell.......... 1 00 | per month. 

Q. Heasler................ 200 R. L. Hunt............... 1 00 ; 

H. F. Ebers ............. 250 J. E Palanea............ 1 00 Tus program of exercises for the Sixth Annual Oon- 
W. J. Jones............-.. 500 R. W. Fairchild......... 25 | vention of the Oregon State Secular Union is being 
C. W. Havlicek ......... 100 A. O. Hicks. ............. 1 00 | rapidly arranged. One of the special features of the 
M. S. Palmer ............ 200 F. Dahlstrom............. 1 00 | Convention will be the singing of the Forest Grove and 
F. S. Weaver............. 50 J. A. Murchuson...... 50 | Portland Secular church choirs. Invitations toaddress the 
Chas. Warner............ 500 Hiram Wilbur.......... 1 00 | Convention hav been extended to S. D. Adams, of Salem; 
John Bulmer ............$2 00 E. Auffurth............... 50 | Rabbi Bloch and Reverend Elliott, of Portland; Mr. and 


mrs. C. B. Reynolds,*Annie E, Barker. Virgil S, Smith. 
Nettie A. Olds, D. W. Smith, Judge T. B. Handly, and 
others. The main feature, however, will be the work of 
completing the system of organization adopted two years 
ago by the Union, and the examination of the Secular 
Sunday-sehool lessons, copies of all of which will be suh- 
mitted to the executiv committee. The Secular Teacher's 
and Director's Bureau is already making its influence 
felt. Letters from teachers in Southern states indicate 
that Secularism is not firmlv rooted there. Letters from 
admirers of the Secular Sunday-rchool lessons suggest 
the advisability of publishing a Secular Sunday-school 
paper, which shal] contain regular reports of all Secular 
Sunday-schools. The executiv committee will consider 
this matter at the Convention. A great deal of interest 
ia being manifested in the proposed Secular college at 
New Era, where the Oregon Secular Park is located. 
Conservativ Secularists who believe in putting their 
money into work directly affecting the rieing generation, 
write that thev are willing and anxious to help such an 
institution. Since last report the following donations 
hav been received: M. A. Booth ard B. M. Booth, Mc- 
Minnville, each fifty cents; I. O. Robison, $2.50; Mrs. 
Lily Wink, $1; W. C. Carlton, $8; Joseph Bucher. 
twenty-five cents; Annie E. Barker, fiftv cents: Dr. and 
Mrs. A. K. Olds, $5. Kare Krum SMITS, 
Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 


E. C. Retcuwap, Secretary and Treasurer, 
234 South Water st., Chicago. 


In Sabbatarian Pennsylvania. 


The Sunday sale of soda-water, ice-cream, candy, and 
cigars is illegal, and numerous crusades hav resulted in 
the payment of thousands of dollars in fines, but there is 
really no trouble in getting any of the articles named, 
and the police department has notified the druggists that, 
despite the state laws, they may sell soda water in consid- 
eration of the fact that they keep open all day to fill pre- 
scriptions. Still the police department could render no 
assistance whatever if any society or citizen décided to 
prosecute, and fear of popular ridicule and indignation 
alone prevents the prosecution. The crusades during 
several seasons were so hot that arrests on Monday were 
made by the wholesale, and there were appeals to the 
supreme court, which decided that while it might unoffi- 
cially approve 2 repeal of the obnoxions statutes, or, at 
least, their modification, they must interpret the law to 
mean that the only recourse is the legislature, so the issue 
has been brought into the state campaign, Walter Lyon, 
the Republican candidate for lieutenant-governor, being 
opposed in circulars by some clergymen, who were 
prompted by his disposition while state senator to work | 
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Letters of (vi ende. 


For the Defense. 
ATHOL, N. Y., Sept. 16, 1894. 
Mr. Eprrog: I send $1 to help J. B. 
Wisein his defense against the sky pilot 
who caused his arrest. Wa. Wirnocox. 


Gets Good Ammunition. 
Jounstown, N. Y., Sept. 19, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: Herewith I hand you $1. 
Please send me ** Church Property " and 
** Age of Reason;" the remainder use for 
cause. Truly yours, Joun L. Way. 


Three Who Are on the Watch. 
BALLSTON, OR., Sept. 7, 1894. 

Mr. Envrror: The self-sacrifieing work 
now being performed for the Oregon Sec- 
ular Union by its able officers is beyond 
all praise and must surely meet with its 
reward here, or on the other side of 
Jordan. The vacation allowed from their 
Portland duties has been put in in spread- 
ing the light in the rural districts. The 
writer had the pleasure of hearing Mrs. 
Katie Kehm Smith, secretary of the Ore- 
gon State Secular Union, lecture at Amity 
on ** Special Providences,” and her logical 
presentation of the Secular view drew 
forth enthusiastic applause from an audi- 
ence of whom few had before heard that 
side of the question. Mrs. Smith is an 
exceedingly able speaker. The objects of 
the Secular Union were set forth tersely 
and clearly by D. W. Smith, & very pleas- 
ant speaker and third vice-president of the 
Oregon State Secular Union. Miss Nettie 
Olds gave a very clear explanation of the 
methods of Sunday-school teaching in the 
First Secular Church of Portland, of 
which school she is superintendent ; while 
her charming elocution and violin solos 
were highly appreciated by the audience. 
Miss Olds isa new beginner on the ros- 
trum, but bids fair to become a fine orator. 
These speakers hav adopted as arule that 
moderate tone which convinces without 
antagonizing. WarnnAOE YATES. 


Only a Few Will Work. 


Captus, Kan., Sept. 6, 1894. 

Mr. Epritor: Find inclosed $1.25, for 
which send books named on inclosed list. 
This will make about $3 we hav sent from 
here, and I think the leaven is working. I 
think that is a grand thought of yours. 
It seems as though we the people who hav 
the light ought to fill the United States 
fnll of Paine's ‘‘ Age of Reason.” But 
there are so many professed unbelievers, 
who will not do anything. They will look 
at you with a kind of sickly expression, if 
you ask them to chip in a few cents for the 
good cause. It always has been that a 
few hav to fight the battles, to pave the 
wav for a higher civilization. I don't want 
to discourage lecturers, but I find we, of 
this part of the vineyard, cannot get the 
ones to attend that we want to hav hear 
the truth. Our lecturers charge about 
$10, which is little enough, but I think 
we can beat it for the money by putting it 
into books and sending them broadcast 
over the land, and I believe your proposi- 
tion is the best. 

John Peck, of Naples, knows what he is 
talking about when he talks finance or 
anything else. There are a lot of fellows 
on Tue Trura Seeker should like to 
shake hands with, and not the least among 
them Eugene and his brother George. For 
the good cause, Asa SMITE. 


Some Flat Disobedience. 

Mr. Eprrog: Being kind enough to 
print two items I write youa third. The 
church members presch hell to me; I tell 
them they worship Jehovah, the God of 
the Jews. He says: ‘‘ Six days shalt thou 
labor and do all thy work, but the seventh 
day is tbe Sabbath." The Christian makes 
and enforces laws to compel people to 
make holy observance on Sunday, contrary 
to the command of the God they worship. 
Again: David in his last two Psalms com- 
mands us to praise the Lord with stringed 
instruments and with the dance; the 
church member does all he can to prevent 
the dance, thereby thwarting the will of 
God; the youth and maiden do what they 
ean to obey God in this case. Again: 
Jesns commands.us not to pray in public 
—read the sixth chapter of Matthew—but 
at every church they fall on their knees, 


and say, ‘‘O Lord, thou knowest I hav 
done many things I ought not to hav done, 
and left many things undone that I ought 
to hav done," and instead of mending 
their ways they go on sinning against God; 
so if you want a through ticket to hell fire 
and brimstone all you hav to do is to join 
the church and do as you are told to do, 
misuse and mislead the young and rising 
generation, and in the language of Robert 
Burns: 

** Be to the poor like any whinstone, 

And haud their noses to the grindstone, 

Ply every art of legal thieving, 

No matter, stick to sound believing.” 


H. B. ALLEN. 


Facts and Inqniries. 
Lexineton, Ky., Sept. 16, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Can a man reason logically 
who hasattended a Sunday-school in early 
years? Will not his best ideas soon as- 
sume the character of folly and madness? 
He will abandon the light of consistency 
for the shrouded mysteries of religion. 
Prejudice the mind of a child, and you 
distort and ruin his reasoning powers, 
leaving him hoodooed for life. 

Does common sense suggest the idea of 
a God, or is it a crazy error taken from 
the musty archives of heathenism? Are 
body and spirit combined parts of the or- 
der of nature? What can be proved con- 
clusivly by presumpliv reasoning or evi- 
dence? Two things are necessary to life: 
The action of positiv and negativ forces 
reduced to a system, with sensitivness, 
also heat. Why does a man turn cold when 
he is dead? 

Solomon and Machiavelli united church 
and state, bathing both in blood; they 
murdered pretenders to the throne. Such 
men could save your soul, but not your 
money. Christ was not good enough for 
the Pharisees, who rule the world now. 
What is the creed of the true Christian? 
Bull-dog principles hunt down all, espe. 
cially the poor. Thumbscrews are useful 
—they might take you to heaven. : 

I ommitted something from the Bible 
which we should never forget: ‘‘ The Sab- 
bath was made for man, and not man for 
the Sabbath." ALHAZA, 


* About Books." 


Sunare, N. H., Sept, 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I was pleased to see in last 
week's issue of your paper an opportune 
article under the above caption. The 
sentiment you there expressed that ‘‘in 
view of the disputes that arise concerning 
every prominent man’s religious belief, 
after he is dead, a record over his own 
hand has become a necessity—almost a 
duty ”—I completely indorse. But as I 
do not claim to bea ‘‘ prominent” man, 
although a very decided and uncompro- 
mising Freethinker, yet I hav many times 
expressed to my literary friends the same 
idea. My own efforts hav as yet only 
taken the shape of communications for the 
newspaper press; and as no acquaintance 
or friend of mine has any cause to doubt 
my firm convictions on theological, or 
what are commonly called religious opin- 
ions, there might be no very apparent 
necessity in my special case of giving my 
speculativ opinions shape in book form. 
But I hav recently been seriously thinking 
of embodying my deliberate and well- 
settled views in that convenient shape, at 
least for publieation after I hav been laid 
away. 

I hav written sufficiently for the press to 
know that it is of great importance to 
make a good selection of a caption for an 
article: and the same rule holds in regard 
to an appropriate and attractiv title for a 
book. I hav tried to decide on the title of 
my volume, and as yet hav got nothing 
better than ‘‘A Materialist’s Legacy.” 
When the matter which may constitute 
its contents is finally arranged, a more 
suitable name may be found. 

I like the clear-cut brevity of Thomas 
Jefferson's confession to his friend William 
Short, in April, 1820, when he said tersely, 
**T am a Materialist.” No intelligent and 
honest man need hesitate to make that 
confession, for all that any human being 
ever knew or knows now is bounded by 
** matter ” and its inevitable motions—all 
the rest that has been written and printed 
is simply wandering conjecture busked in 
mere words. 

But I did not intend in this brief note to 


| do more than to thoroughly approve of 
your suggestion referred to, and to express 
a hope that the able Freethinkers of this 
country will act on your advice. I am 
yours truly, W. C. Sroroo: 


Business Correspondence as to Adver- 
tising. ` 

3 Sept. 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: We hav been seriously con- 
sidering the question of newspaper adver- 
tising in religious papers. We hav princi- 
pally confined ourselvs to papers repre- 
senting certain denominations, believ- 
ing they represented the religious thought 
of the community and also the men 
who had homes and means with which 
to purchase goods, We hav been laboring 
under the supposition, whether e^rrect or 
not, that the man who subscribes for a re- 
ligious paper, who has a definit creed, and 
is a member of some church is the religious 
man of the community. We hav received 
a number of communications from various 
persons conducting denominational and 
undenominational papers, with arguments 
pro aud con as to the relativ merits of the 
two classes of religious papers. Hav you 
anything to say on the subject? We would 
be glad to hav your opinion and would con- 
sider it very seriously. Is it true or not, 
judging from your experience, that the 
man who readsan undenominational paper 
is a floating commodity in the relieious 
world and has no abiding place? Yours 

truly, Taz——Woven Wire Fenoz Co. 

New York, Sept. 14, 1894. 
Tau——Woven Wire Fenoz Co., Qen- 
tlemen: Your letter and circulars at hand. 
It certainly is a momentous question, 
which is the more stable and dependable 
citizen, the denominational or the unde- 
nominational Christian. But we fancy 
you are more interested in selling woven 
wire fence than in the subtleties—which 
we acknowledge—of the denominational or 
undenominational strife to buy woven wire 
fence. To be or not to be has ever been a 
mooted question. That being the case, we 
can cordially recommend you to advertise 
in Tus TRUTH SEEKER, a solid and stanch 
Freethought journal, the national organ 
of the Freethinkers, who are not torn by 
denominational strife. The Freethinker 
is the real solid citizen, who has his abid- 
ing place here on earth, believes in his 
home here, and makes as good a one and 
as permanent as hecan. Naturally he has 
to fence it to keep the preachers out, and 
if your woven wire fence is high and 
strong enough I don’t see why he shouldn’t 
use that to protect his women folks and 
chickens. There isa great field for you 
here, and we charge nothing for the idea, 
beyond our regular «dvertising rates, which 

we inclose. : 

Anything that the denominational editor 
will sav about the unbranded scribe will 


be born of jealousy and a. desire for adver- | 


tising. Take our advice and place your 
advertising where the Freethinkers will 
see it. Thereaders of Toe TRUTH SEEKER 
all hav abiding places, and though they are 
corraled in no church they can buy fence 
wire from the best Christian in the country. 
—En. T. 8. : 


Not in an Argnmentativ Spirit. 

Brrwior, N. S., Sept. 16, 1894, - 

Mr. Eprror: I come, not in an argumen- 
iativ spirit, but humbly seeking informa- 
tion. There hav been many discussions in 
your paper of late between Spiritualists 
and Materialists. I hav never been for- 
tunate enough to hav any intercourse with 
disembodied spirits through mediums or 
any other way and, while affirming or de- 
nying nothing, I am rather skeptical. I 
Should like to ask some Spiritualist how 
the knuckles, or whatever it may be, of an 
airy nothing can produce audible raps on 
a table. Sound can be produced only by 
the vibration of material substance; the 
more substantial the aterial the more 
decided is the tone. A hammer clashing 
on an anvil produces a very definit tone; 
but substitute for the hammer a rubber 
ball or a dry sponge, and then note the 
difference in sound. Again, substitute for 
the sponge an ethereal nonentity lighter 
than air, a ghostly nothing, and then ex- 
plain these spirit rappings, the ghoulish 
punchings and fumblings on substantial 
flesh that can be affected only by material 
substance. $ 
‘Now, do not let any Spiritualist brother 
wax indignant and declare that I am only 
exposing my ignorance, because that is 
just what I set out to do in the beginning. 
1f, as some affirm, the spirit is really ma- 


terial, thin and ethereal, but none the less 
real, I see nothing to hinder a good west- 
ern cyclone from scattering the ghost of 
Thomas Paine all over the American con- 
tinent. 

Matter can be affected only by matter, 
and that through the action of force and 
energy. Not one of the five senses of 
man can be reached in any other way, and 
if he has any other senses they are yet to 
be discovered. No doubt there are many 
things in so-called spirit phenomena diffi- 
cult to explain, but where will you turn 
and not find mystery? Are there not a 
thousand and one tricks of legerdemain 
fully as mysterious to the uninitiated? Ts 
hypnotism or mesmerism any less inex- 
plicable? Are there not mysteries even in 
the word of God from Genesis to Revela- 
tion, from Cain’s cattle-brand to the white 
lightning conversion of Saul of Tarsus? 
Even in the tariff protection theory there 
are certain points hard to explain, and 
shall we expect to find less in the blind 
workings of nature, particularly when 
aided by the skilful manipulation of man? 

As I said before, I am not arguing, but 
merely. inquiring. It is easy to be too 
credulous, but not easy to be too skeptical. 
As poverty is the mother of invention, so 
is doubt the grandmother of discovery 
through her noble daughter, investigation, 
Moreover, if disembodied spirits are priv- 
ileged to knock furniture about at will, 
what is to hinder any evil-minded ghost 
from knocking a man’s brains out with the 
wash-stand while he is sleeping peacefully 
in his bed? Ough! it makes me think of 
the nightmares of my infancy. 

Enough, good sir, but when any of your 
Spiritualist correspondents are disposed to 
answer my inquiries, I am disposed to 
hear them. W. P. LAwRENOR, 


The Tariff Views of Mr. Hays. 
QUINIAULT, Wasu., Sept, 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been considerably 
interested in the tariff articles by Mr, 
Peck and Mr. Hays and others, and being 
a free trader desire to furnish the latter 
gentleman with a fact which he asks for in 
your issue of August 25th. I bought a 
sack of sugar (100 pounds) a few days ago, 
just about the time the Wilson bill was 
passed, and was told by the dealer that the 
reason sugar was higher was because the 
said bill was sure to pass and the duty had 
been added. Everybody please make his 
own comment. 

Again, there are two nail factories on 
the Pacific coast. One of them advertised - 
awhile ago, ‘‘Thirty thousand kegs of 
nails for sale on & basis of $2.75 per keg. 
If for foreign shipment sixty cents per 
keg off” Make your own comments, 
gentlemen. 

Once more. The Post-Blakely Mill 
Company sold 47,755,075 feet of lumber in 
foreign markets, in direct competition 
with the ‘‘cheap” labor of Canada and 
elsewhere. Did it make enough off the 
home trade to make up for the loss (7) sus- 
tained by relinquishing the benefit of the 
tariff on the foreign? (Seattle paper.) 

Yetagain. The Gray’s Harbor Commer- 
cial Company has received two large or- 
ders for shipment to eastern Canada. It 
is a sufficient answer to all the argument 
against free lumber. (Aberdeen Herald, 
Wash.) 

And I can furnish Mr. Hays with several 
more facts if he wants them. But I want 
to say his statement Concerning steel rails 
is a very one-sided affair. The fact is, the 
first steel rails shipped to this country 
were made by an old process, and cost of 
manufacture was greater. They were 
shipped about the close of the civil war 
and sold at war price. 

Mr. Hays does not tell us that American 
coal is practically on the surface; that vast 
deposits of iron ore hav been discovered 
that are above the track, and he neg- 
lects to inform his readers that by the 
Bessemer-Siemens process of converting 
cast iron into steel, steel rails can be made 
to-day cheaper than cast iron could be 
thirty years ago. But this neglect is one 
that can always be noticed in protectiv ar- 
gument. Hon. Tom Johnson, M. C., 
from Ohio, says his mill makes one- 
thirteenth of all the steel rails produced 
in the United States, and that all he gets 
above $17.60 a ton (I quote from memory) 
is clear gain, In this instance the tariff ig 
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not all added. But who pays the extra 
$10? If Mr. Hays will carefully look up 
the date on which ‘‘ manufacturers began 
to put out their fires,” he will find that it 
was not ‘‘from the day of Cleveland’s 
election,” but that it began about two 
years before that, and the remainder of 
his statement is true, but is not due to the 
tariff. Neither will the high protectiv 
Wilson bill rain the country as he says it 
I hav ‘‘marked his prediction.” 
Mr. Hays hurts my American pride when 
he insinuates that Yankee machinery is 
second to any. I hav seen much of it and 
I will ad- 
mit that probably he can set a hen better 
than I can, but on the tariff and Yankee 


will. 


handled some. Itis my choice. 


notions he is unreliable. J. N. Locks. 
Some Work in Washington. 
. RosBuna, Wasu., Aug. 11, E. M. 294. 


Mr. Eprror: We hav organized the 
Secitlarists here. and hoping others will 
follow our example, we will giv an ouline 
I came 
here from Portland, Or., the latter part 
of April, in response 'to a demand for a 
Béhnüin Liberal school teacher, **one not 
ashamed to be called an Tüfidel—one who 


of our methods and experience 


knows where the Bible belongs.” ‘‘ Veni, 
vidi, vici!" 


and  Catholiós. He wrote to C. B. 
Revnolds, secretary of the Washington 
Secular Union, t^ furnish a teacher, and 
as the Washington Secular Union had 
no bureau of Secular teachers and direct- 
ors, the application was referred to Katie 
Kehm Smith, secretary of the Oregon Secu- 
lar Union. She offered the billet to me, and 
I hav been teaching here more than.three 
months. All Secular teachers should 
register with Katie Kehm Smith. Al- 
though this is away back in the country, 
on Gray’s river, twenty miles from As- 
toria by water, with steamer three times a 
week, almost inaccessible by land, with no 
nassable roads, everyone traveling in boats 


instead of buzzies, we hav organized the’ 


Gray’s River Union as an auxiliary of the 
Oregon State Secular Union, with over 
thirty activ members, and the following 
officers: W. O. Kessell, president; P. O. 
Neilsen, vice-president; John O’Brien, 
treasurer; Orville O. Lee, secretary; H. 
P. Andresen, chairman executiv com- 
mittee; Mesdames M. Feustel and E. 
Pemberton, members. We hav also or- 
` ganized a Secu'ar Sunday school We 
use the same lessons they do in Portland 
Secular Sunday Schools and in other towns 
in Oregon and Washington. The lessons 
are type written, and farnished by Katie 
Kehm Smith. 

For particulars address her at Oregon 
Ci y, Or. We hav been teaching the chil- 
dren about metals, fishes, the human b^dy, 
plants, and animals. We try to fill their 
minds with the simple truths of science 
instead of having them crammed with su- 
perstition at the Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
day school We hope to see a Secular 
Sunday school in every school-house in 
the United States. 

We had & Secular revival in August. 
Katie Kehm Smith and D. W. Smith, ac- 
companied by Nettie A. Olds, conducted 
the meetings, Katie K. Smith lectured 
here Aug. 5, at 2 p.m.; subject: “The 
Fiction of the Christian Easter Day;" at 
7:30 on ** What Secularism has Done for 
Woman.” At both meetings, Miss Olds 
delighted ‘the audience with her violin 
solos and recitations. She is a fine violin- 
ist and elocutionist. On Monday evening 
Miss Olds delivered a lecture on ‘‘The 
Free Moral -Agency of Man," which was 
a masterly effort, after which Mrs, Smith 
recit2d. Miss Olds promises to become a 
bright star in our increasing constellation 
of Secular orators. They remained with us 
ten days. On the 12th of August, at 2P.m., 
Katie K. Smith lectured on the ‘‘ Ameri- 
ean Pretectiv Association.” On Sunday 
eyening her subject was ‘‘Special Provi- 
dence." On Monday night her subject 
was “The Secularist's Hope,” showing 


what Secularism offers in the place of the | 


Christian dogmas. The lectures were 
highly appreciated. We had large and 
attentiv audiences, and the revival was a 
complete success. We gave a dauce fur 
the benefit of the Oregon State Seoular 


H. P.. Andresen, a well- 
known Freethinker, is the controlling 
member of the school board here, holds 
ihe balance of power between Methodists 


Union. It was more successful, financially, 
than we anticipated. The Behnke Bros. 
volunteered their assistance in furnishing 
the music, Nettie A. Olds alternately 
playing on the violin and dancing. They 
will be long remembered on Gray’s river 
by all. Of course the Methodists had to 
start afew scandalous libels about them 
after they left. Freethought lecturers ex- 
pect the Christians to lie about them. 
That is the Christian method of replying 
to the logic of Secular lectures. They hav 
no argument with which they can reply to 
our public speakers, so they start slanders 
about them. Well, they hav lied about 
Thomas Paine, Ingersoll, e? af. There is 
some consolation—they cannot burn us at 
the stake as they did Bruno and Servetus. 
But they show the same Christian spirit; 
they would like to muzzle us. Our trio, 
the Smith-Olds troupe, went from here to 
Astoria, O , thence to Tillamook county, 
Or. We will let them tell of their own ad- 
ventures in Oregon. We wish them suc- 
cess in spreading the truths of Secularism 
wherever they may go, and bespeak for 
them the codperation of all Freethinkers. 


"We hope to attend the Oregon State 


Secular Union Congress at Forest Grove, 


! Or., Oct. 5, 6, and 7, then go to Chicago to 
‘attend the convention of the American 
Secular Union as delegates from Oregon 


and Washington. O. C. Les. 


Calls Attention to Some Mysteries. 
Live Grove, IND., Sept. 6, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Even though I, individu- 
ally, am unable to advance the cause of 
Liberalism in a flnancial way, it is quite a 
consolation to me to see the advance of 
Liberal ideas, and to note the change in 
the people's mode of thought and action. 
It is plainly visible without getting a mi- 
croscope with a double compound lens. 
It is easily seen by observing the daily 
walk and talk of our most enterprising and 
thoughtful citizens. Oh, may the time soon 
come when the Bible, Jesus Christ, God 
& Co. will be obliterated from the minds 
of the people, and common sense, reason, 
and fidelity be so firmly ingrafted in their 
minds that ignorance, superstition, and 
credulity never again will make an appear- 
ance among mankind. 

It has often come to me in my musings 
that nine-tenths of our more professedly 
religious beings do hot read the Bible— 
that is, do not notice particulars. In the 
first chapter of Genesis there are particu- 
lars enough to cause the most radical 
Bibleite to put on his thinking-cap (mea- 
ger as most of them are) aud consider 
seriously the veracity of the inspired 
scriptures: 

1. '*In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth." Is is a well-estab- 
lished fact that matter can be neither 
manufactured nor destroyed, and the es- 
tablishment of this fact makes the first 
verse of the Bible an utter absurdity. 

2. ** And the earth was without form and 
void; and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep. And.the spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters." 

Can ‘anyone who is sane, or who has as 
much sense as ‘‘God gave a last year's 
bird's nest," imagin an object that is com- 
posed of land and water to be without 
form? I willadmit for argument’s sake that 
the earth was without form, but darkness 
was upon the face of the earth, and the 
spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters Can we imagin a thing without 
form to hava face? Face meaning surface, 
can an object without form hava surface? 
Undoubtedly not. In veises 3, 4, and 5 
light was made, and divided from da k- 
ness, and day and night were ordained. 

What was between the waters above and 
the waters below before God made the 
firmament? Nothing—auother absurdity; 
and just think, it took him all the second 
day (afew thousand years, as some pious 
Christians proclaim) to create a. space 
between the clouds and the sea. Well, 
the third day he had a more difficult task, 
as we will all hav to admit—that of di- 
viding the land and water, and forming 
what are known in modern times as seas 
and continents. In my opinion, he (God) 
had better hav done this on the morning 
of the first day; then he would not hav 
been obliged tó swim for the first two days 
—ah, thousands upon thousands of years! 
Evolution is:in its infancy at this time; he 


(God) has gone through the process, and 


has changed from a water-dog to au her- 
bivorous quadruped, and we next hav him 
recorded as & gardener, overseeing his 
vegetables and fruits. In the fourth day 
we find that he has another job on hand— 
that of making the sun, moon, and stars to 
giv uslight by day and by night. It has 
often been & query to me as to what fur- 
nished light from the first to the fourth 
day, and, some will assert thata day in 
those times was something like a thousand 
years of modern time, a greater mystery 
still to be unfolded to me is how the erass, 
the fruit, and the vegetables planted on 
the third day could grow and produce 
every kind after its kind without the influ- 
ence that we in modern times know that 
the sun exerts upon the plant world. 

In the sixteenth verse we find it re- 
corded that he (God) made two great 
lights, the greater (meaning the sun) to 
shine by day, the lesser (the moon) to giv 
us light by night. Now, to all observers 
of the action of the moon it is known that 
the moon does not always giv us light by 
night on account of its slower movement 
than the sun. God is perfect; but we see 
that his perfection is not without & flaw, 
and the moon does not at all times perform 
the function intended by the all-wise 
cfeator. We find that on the fifth day he 
eréated the animals and fishes of the sea, 
and the fowls of the air, and gave them 
good advice; he did not giv them & chance 
to eat of the forbidden fruit, but told 
them to multiply and replenish the sea and 
theearth. Notso with the cattle and beasts 
of the earth which he made on the sixth 
day; he neither placed a tree of forbidden 
fruit before them nor told them to multi- 
plv. No doubt they could not understand 
good Hebrew Latin at that time; but 
they simply understood the instincts of 
nature, and soon they transgressed God's 
law, for it is presumed that that which 
was commanded by God you should d», 
but that which was not commanded you 
Should not do. 

Now we come to where God was ready 
to make man, and he made him out of the 
dust of the ground, and blew into his nos- 
trils in order.to giv him life. God made 
woman out of a rib of Adam. Does not 
this show the subordination of woman? 
How can péople of the present day advo- 
cate woman suffrage and yet declare the 
scriptures to be divinely inspired? 

In Gen. i, 26, God says, ‘‘ List us make 
man in our image.” Is the word God 
plural? Was God married? If so, who 
was his wife?’ Was there more than one 
God? If so, what relation are they? 
These are nuts that I cannot crack. 

Yours, eto., Gro. C. ANDERSON. 


Answers to Nineteen Questions. 


CasranA, IA., Sept. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Epnrros: In THE TRUTH SEEKER of 
September 15th, Mr. D. Webster Groh 
challenges myself and three other corre- 
spondents to answer his nineteen ques- 
tions. My consistent and harmonious re- 
ply is as follows: . . 

1. If Mr. Groh will examin the factory 
statistics he will find that various articles 
hav decreased in price while the producer's 
wages were increasing. 

2. Carnegie is not a protectionist. Pre- 
vious to the election of 1892 hs became a 
full-fledged tariff reformer, thereby join- 
ing the camp of his plutocratic brethren 
He now livs in a castle in Scotland aud 
writes magazine articles in favor of re- 
uniting the United States with the United 
Kingdom. 

8. Nearly all protectionists are oppose 1 
to unrestricted immigration. The Ameri- 
ean laborer should be protected, 

4. No kind of a tariff on a product 
necessarily cheapens it. 

5. Priees of what? Tt is not the object 
of any tariff to fix the market price of 
goods. 

6. See answer to fourth question. 

7. Nobody ever said the tariff was not 
a tax. 

8 The only reason why the bounty on 
sugar was given was to encourage the pro- 
ducers to try to manufacture al/ the sugar 


-consumed in the Union. No patrivtic citi- 


zen can oppose that object. 

- 9. **Cheaper exchangeable « quivalent ” 
be hanged. In a few years— provided this 
nation does not go clear daft over a foolish 
theory—all the tin plate consumed in 


America will be made in the factories of 
this country. Then we will rejoice! 

10. Who said they could? 

11. All trade is not now and never has 
been ** mutually beneficial" If the bene. 
fit was really mutual there would be no 
tariff racket. The commercial nations all 
take advantage of any country, whenever 
they get & chance. 

12. **Inexpensiv delusiv nothingness” 
is as funny as a circus. As a matter of 
fact imports hav, to some extent, displaced 
American labor. f 

18 Water and fire are good, but that is 
no reason why we should drown or burn 
ourselvs, 

14. International trade is not neces- 
sarily impoverishing, nor interstate trade 
hurtful. 

15. Foreign trade may or may not be in- 
jurious, according to circumstances. Ags 
for subsidies, inquire of our British cous- 
ins. Americans hav small experience in 
that line. . 

16. ** Blockade " must be a near relation 
to that imaginary ** Chinese Wall" which 
makes the perennial campaign lie so lurid. 

17. The trust method of doing business 
was imported from Great Britain, that 
country being much afflicted by them. 
We hav not only imported that odious 
method, fostered by free trade, but also 
the Englishmen who hav thereby gained 
the greatest amount of trust wealth. AIl 
trust men on both sides of the water are 
free trade tariff reformers. 

18 Aside from all tariffs there are good 
reasons why the continental nations hav 
not, as yet, equaled the wages of the 
United Kingdom. It would take too much 
space to fully consider this subject, which 
has no direct bearing on American aff irs. 
A tariff duty is only one of many items 
which go to the making up of market ' 
prices and the rate of wages. It should be 
remembered that the United Kingdom 
bas all the accumulated wealth and power 
—all the signal advantage of four hundred 
years of protection. The English tariff 
reformers hav kicked over the ladder by 
which their nation climbed to be the **sov- 
ereign of the seas," and the most import- 
aut factor of the world's commerce. But 
the ladder was there! Aud then, strictly 
speaking, the United Kingdom is not a 
free trade country. She raises nearly 
$100,000.000 of revenue from customs 
duties. Some of those duties bear heavily 
on the breakfast table of the poor. One 
of them taxes American manufactured to- 
bacco more than 1500 per cent. Finally 
she protects her foreign shipping by pay- 
ing large sums of money in subsidies. 
Surely John Peck would not consid r 
England a genuin free trade country. 

19. Because the game is not worth the 
candle. 

MARKS, 

It is gratifying to learn that the father 
of Mr. Groh was an outspoken abolition- 
ist. If he was not a ‘‘ mechanical ” aboli- 
tionist he strenuously opposed the dan- 
gerous political heresies of those arch- 
enemies of free labor, J. C. Calhoun and 
Jefferson Davis. He must also hav re- 
sented the influence of Wm. E Gladstone, 
a symoathiz ar with the Soathern Confed- 
eracy who, in behalf of the capitalists and 
aristocrats of Great Britain, would hav 
boen more thau pleased to see our blessed 
Union broken up. Free trade was next to 
the chief corner-stone of the pro-slav«ry 
confederate constitution. To-day the 
“galid South " is the hub of the wheel of 
tariff reform. The common people hav 
not complained of federal taxation; they 
hav not demanded free trade. The enor- 
mous influence pushing the tariff reform 
crusade comes from aliens, foreign capital- 
ists, trust men, importers, shippers, and 
landlords. These ali hanker after cheap 
labor, and cheap labor they are bound to 
hav if they can delude the,laboring poor 
with the deceptiv slogan of tariff reform. 
The ancient Trojan raid, **I fear these 
Greeks bearing gifts." As an abolitionist 
and the son, grandson, and nephew of 
three abolitionists, L cannot follow the 
lead of the tariff reform plutocrats; they 
are the logical enemies of free labor. 

Trusting that my harmonious and alto- 
gether lovely an: wers to the nineteen ques- 
tions hav forever relieved me from the 
horrid imputation of being ‘‘presump- 
tuous,” I remain the humble servant of 
Freethought, Preston Day, 
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Children’s (Sorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H., Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occnpations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


A Word to the Boys. 


Be of good cheer every one, boys, 
Kick up your heels and run, boys, 
Keep out in the air and sun, boys, 
Make chase to each other—hav fun boys. 


Be hopeful and jolly and glad, boys, 
Better be thus than sad, boys, 

Should you be sad don’t be mad, boys, 
Don’t run into mischief, like bad boys. 


To all others do as you should, boys, 

And be to your parents real good, boys, 

Since for you they’ve done all they could, 
boys, 

And furnished you clothing and food, boys. 


Tf you do not mean to be fool-boys, 

You must make it your practice and rule, 
boys, 

To be prompt and punctual at school, boys. 

There, don’t all rush at once, but keep 
cool, boys. B. F. R. 


The Inquirendo Club. 
Y. 


“Our club is progressing," remarked 
Florence, at the next meeting. ‘‘I hav 
here an interesting letter from Aunt Kate, 
who, it seems, has taken an activ interest 
in our society, for, after generalities, she 
asks: 

*** Oan any member of the Inquirendo 
Club describe Carthage to me? I would 
like very much to hav information upon 
this subject, especially as I recall one of 
Ernestine’s poems, beginning something 
after this fashion: l 

Carthage’s founder, royal queen! 

Methinks I view thy strife 

With Pygmalion, unnatural one, 

Who sought a sister’s life. 


With treasures rare and goodly friends, 
To sail the briny blue, : 
And seek on Afric’s barren shore 
A trusty kingdom new, 


We greet thee, powerful Dido, 
Fair queen of royal state; 
Founder of an empire grand— 
Carthage, rich and great! 


Immortal city! on whose shores 
The Mediterranean dashes; 

Many and great were the victories won— 
Peace be to thy ashes! 

***Tdo not know if I hav quoted all, 
but believe it to be verbatim, as far as 
written. I hav many more queries, but 
will hav to leave them until next time. 
Remember me to all, eto." " 

** The idea," exclaimed Ernestine, with 
seeming chagrin, as Florence ceased read. 
ing, ‘‘ of her quoting those verses! They 
were written a long while ago, when I was 
studying Virgil. She did not quote them 
all, either, but it doesn't matter," she 
added hastily, while Aunt Margaret said; 
** Carthage was one of the greatest cities 
of antiquity, situated on the northern 
coast of Africa, in ihe state of Tunis, on a 
peninsula extending into a small bay of 
the Mediterranean sea. It was supposed 
to hav been founded by Dido, a Phosni- 
cian queen, who fled from Tyre after the 
murder of her husband and uncle, and a 
priest of Hercules called Sichsus, by 
Virgil. Pygmalion, Dido’s brother, who 
caused the slaughter, endeavored to gain 
possession of the riches, but Dido out- 
witted him, and escaped with Tyrians, 
who accompanied her, to Africa. There, 
according to the legend, she founded 
Carthage. But what seems more proba- 
ble, it originated for some trading purpose 
the colonial merchants of Utica and the 
capitalists of Tyre used it for, because of 
its convenience as & mercantil seaport. 
Of Carthage proper little is known. Mod- 
ern informaticn of it begins only after it 
became a great commercial ciiy, and the 
accounts of it, even then, are scanty. It 
had also a very stormy history. The Car- 
thagenians were seldom at peace. The 
city was overthrown B.C. 146, and a new 
city was organized, which did not, how- 
ever, prosper. Augustus, carrying out 
the intention of his great uncle, restored 


the city, and the new Carthage had be- 
come, in the second and third centuries of 
the Christian era, one of the finest cities in 
the Roman empire. It was oligarchical 
jn form of government, and the religion 
was the same as that of the Phcenicians— 
a worship of stars and of fire." 

Aunt Margaret ceased speaking, and 
Ernestine asked: ‘‘In what year occurred 
the siege of Calais?” 

** During the ninth century," answered 
Florence. ‘‘In King Edward’s reign, 
Calais was then but a small fishing village, 
and belonged to the French. But the 
king of England captured it after a long 
siege, and held it from the French people, 
who in the meantime were suffering 
greatly. Their stores of provisions were 
nearly gone, and starvation stared these 
loyal people in the face. Still thev refused 
to consider King Edward’s harsh terms, 
until in despair six old men, with white 
beards and heroic natures, suggested 
offering themselvs as a ransom for their 
country. Perplexed and saddened at the 
terrible situation, the people reluctantly 
consented, 

Then forth there stept with gallant bear- 
in, 

Six bs men whose noble daring 

Was to save the city there 

From the doom of slow despair, 

As Nora Perry very prettily expresses it, 

and who were saved by Queen Phillippa's 

gracious intercession: 

** For my sake” she sweetly said, 
Lifting up her drooping head. 
“And for her sake," this ‘soldier, con- 
queror, and king,” granted the tardy par- 
on. Calais is now a flourishing seaport 
town of France. It was held by the 
English until 1558, when it was captured 
by the Duke of Guise, since which time it 
has been made under the French dominion, 
excepting the two years of 1596-98, when 
the Spanish held possession. Louis X VIII 

lived there in 1814, after his exile.” 

‘May I." said Lillie rather timidly, 
‘‘ask who Margaret Fuller was?" ‘‘ Most 
certainly," was the response. ‘‘ Margaret 
Fuller, Marchioness D’Ossoli, was one of 
the most remarkable women of her time. 
She was born at Cambridgeport, Mass., 
May 23, 1810. Her father, Timothy Fuller, 
was an advocate and gave his daughter an 
excellent education and nurtured her with 
great care. She grew up to be an earnest, 
self supporting, self-reliant woman. Her 
favorit studies were philosophy, history, 
and esthetics. She wrote Latin verses at 
the age of eight, and was familiar with 
the German writers Tieck, Schelling, and 
Novalis. After her father’s death she 
assisted the family by private teaching, 
until in 1839 she founded a society for 
ladies where she herself delivered several 
lectures. In compliance with a request 
from Horace Greeley, she proceeded to 
New York, and contributed a great deal to 
the New York Tribune. She married 
Marquis D'Ossoli in December,: 1847, 
whom she met in Rome, During a tour 
through Paris she became acquainted 
with Madam Dudevant, known by the 
nom de plume of ‘George Sand.’ In 
1849, during the siege of Rome; Margaret 
took the charge of a hospital, and viewed 
with feelings of pain the downfall of the 
Roman republic. In 1850 she set out on 
her return to America with her husband 
and little infant, but just as they came in 
sight of New York, a hurricane dashed upon 
the ship and the three perished in the 
waves. Her untimely and tragical death 
saddened many hearts. Emerson and 
Channing published her memoirs in 1852 
(London edition) under the title of ‘Mem- 
oirsof Margaret Fuller; Marchesa Ossoli.’” 

Just as Florence ceased speaking the 
drawing-room clock rang out the hour of 
four, and promptly at the cessation the 
club adjourned. Ipa BALLOU. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture Y 
Delivered before the Brooklyn Ethical Association 
By TBADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A litle hook 1f 88 pages, fall of scientific 
thought. The storv of thie gre*t scientist/s lifa 
and works read: like an enchanting tale. 

Adadrece THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28.Lafay t . lace, New York City, 


J. D. Shaw's Books. 


The Bible: What ; preton 
taining eight chapters, in refutation o M ? 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book o: 

ure thougbt, and correct in all its utterances. 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
of the biblical story of man’s “creation,” and 
“curse,” theologically denominated “the f 
Price, 10 cents. "E 

The Bible Agaiust Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history, Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 


i f the assumption that he was a divine 
Seot and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism, Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it is.: Price, 5 cents. 

Address | THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafayette place, New York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


AND 


Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND 


The Assemblage. 


What they are: 
1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 


and other occupants standing, showing Colo- 
nel Ingersoll, President Rowley, S. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 


2. 


8. President Rowley Addresses the As- 


semblage. 
Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem, 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. 


e 
e. 


e 
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The Paine Monumeut, as it appeared 
May 30th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottees. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They were 
all tsken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Rochelle. on May 30th, and are historically. patri- 
otically, and artistically very valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera's who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photograph: are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
18 seventy-five cents each. 
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A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


Bv A. R. AYRES. 
“ A good book written with a purpose." 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS 


Re M RARNNNR Drina 18 nante 
CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 18 just what its title implies—_thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. 1t shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gu... vianity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 


7. 


in accord with Science, that the atonement 


scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
notareal benefit to man. ; : 


Price, 20 cents, six for &1. 
Address THE TRUTH RERKER . 


Essay on itiiracles. 
Ey DAVID HUME, 
Peles c = a o O 


Is It? A pamphlet con- | 


Colonel Ingersoll Causes a Smile. 


Preface—The F ction of Fictions—A Da 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth,.$1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectat Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


A Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Price. cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Prise, cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 
SHORT STORIES. . 
Price, cloth $1. I Paper, 50 cents. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: E 


A Splendid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 


ub—Under Protest—For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
Mystery-The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence Oampbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 
j in Court . 
—Throwa3 in With the City's Dead —Àn Irre- - 
spon-ible Educated Class—The Moral Re- 
sponsibillscy of Woman in Heredity— 
Wowan as an Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in tts Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 
Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 

ense in 

Surgery. : 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible, 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price. 10cents. Address this office. 


The Little Freethinker 


Tbe only paper published for the young th*t 

13 free from sup-rs'ition Send 50 cents and trr 
itfor one year Or 25centsfor6 months. Or10 
cents for 5 d ffer’ nh s*mp!e copies. 
_ it 1a imperit'v that the young be started aright 
if we hope to keep thi m free trom churchly chains 
Address, LMINA DRAKH SLENSER. 

Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va. 


Agents Wanted! 


We believe that not only can good be done but 
money made by any Lib ral who will canvass for 
our book “Old Testament Stories Comically Ii- 
lustrated.” In fact we know one man who worked 
at it bus a few hours w^ekly and sod nearly 
fifty copi-s ina month. The price is low; every- 
body knows the Old Testament stories. and 
nearly everybody would like a book applying 
nineteerth-century wit and knowledge to them. 
People lire to laugh. Reverence for the Old 
Testament tales his Jargely disapreared and 
jokes at the expense of Jonah and Joseph ard 

sau and Samson and D-vid, and the other wor- 
thies of unsavory reputation, are keenly appre- 
ciated. It seems to us that the book will sell at 
sight. It does here in the store. Liberals out of 
employment wili find this a good way to make an 
honest dollar. 

Terms to Agents Sent on Application. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Agents tor The Truth Seeker. 
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Davies & Son, 412 Main st., Little Rock. 
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Thos. W. Baker, Exeter. 
Stoll & Thayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles. 
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C. E. Duran, 334 Montgomery st, San 
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P. C. Allen, 35 King st., Toronto. 


John McKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto. 
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J Nowland & Co. 400 Harrison av., Lead- 
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Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 


C. Smith & Son, 385 Larimer st., Denver. 
Connecticut 


Perry Moul, Danbury. 
Florida 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
A. J. Gardner, Kissimmee. : 
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Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
H. W. Smith, 5 N. Main st., Fall River. 
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N.G. Fessenden, 484 Congress st, Portland. 
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Baker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
H. Ulbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 
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"W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th st., St. Paul. 
Parcher & Sacre, 8 8rd st., S. Minneapolis. 


Missouri 
. J A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St.Joseph. ` 


E. F. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Philip Roeder, cor. 4th & Olive, St. Louis. 
New York 

S. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 

Brentano Bros., 5th ave. & 18th st., N. Y. 

L. Jonas & Co., Astor House, New York. 

J. Nieuwland, 10th ave. and 157th st. 

W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 

Ryan, 188 Western Boulevard. 

H. Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 

. Winham, 388 Keap st., Brooklyn. 

C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 

Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 

. H. Leonard, 91 Congress st., Troy. 

Best & Co., 8 Chestnut st., Buffalo. 


New Jersey 
F. Braithuit, 91 Belleville av., Newark. 
W. Walz, 87 Bremen st., Newark. 


Nebraska 
J. Y. Freuhauf, Omaha. 
G. A. Howe, York. 
J. S. Stott, So. Omaha. 


Ohio 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O.Box 700, Cincinnati. 
Larwood, Day&Oo., 259 Superior, Clevel’d. 
N. Hexter, 342 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Standard News Co., 14 W. Tuse st, Canton. 
Alf. Warren Co, 217 Centralave, Cincinnati. 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 


Oregon 
Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 
W, E. Jones, 291 Alder st., Portland. 
Handley & Haas, 150 1st st., Portiand. 


Pennsylvania. 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st.. Phila. 
R. Staley, Wood and 4th ave.; Pittsburgh. 
Rhode Island 
H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 


Providence. 
Tennessee 


D. P. Henderson x Co., Chattanooga. 


exas 
E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
J. R. Humphrey, Waco. 
F. Ohlendorf, I veston. . 
Utah 
Margett Bros., 76 Mainst., Salt Lake City. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan. 
Virginia 
Mrs. E. D. Slenker, Snowville. 
E. J. Brady, Richmond. 
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C. B. Reynolds, 420 No. L st., Tacoma. 
E. Skamser, Buckley. 
Sutton & Allairs, 104 So. 2d st., Seattle. 
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COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 
 Gomprzep BYL. K. WASBBURN, 
Price, $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFIC £. 
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OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations sne- 
, cially I and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By gobn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 

Pen-Pietnres of the World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. . 

Religion a Cnrse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of THE Tr 
SEEKER. Paper, 16 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasnre and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
qua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LLB. 
Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. . 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide» to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 


Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
Resnrrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
By Helen 


Cloth. 75 centa: cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. . 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents . 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 

.Blists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inqnirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 

‘Woman:. Fonr Centnries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hnndred Years of Freethonght. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant binding, over one hundred T- 
traits, $5. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS ? 
By GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D 


Fourth Edition. 
Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap- 


ers. 

Part IL.—Hesearches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
` chapters. | an 

Part HIL—Derivation of Ohristianity ; twenty 


chapters. 

Part 1ye Wess Came the Aryans? Five chap- 

ers. 
Press Notices. 

The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
good, and as the facts upon which the argument 
is based are large:y Christian, our theological 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them. —Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— Tne Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribut on to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.— Progressive 
Thinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Liafayette Place, New York City. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland D.D., in 1871. Price. 20c. 

Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best .ikeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junins, Casca, Common Sense, And Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Juni1s «ad Casca. Price, 5 cents 


Address THE TRUTH SERKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


L K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price. 10 cents. 

The False Teaching of the Christian 
Chnreh. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
&minister's praying God to kiil grasshoppers. 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 

Followers of Jesns. Price, 10 cente. 

Spiritnalism: Is It a Faith or a Fact! 

rice, 5 cents. 

Religions Problems. Price, 10 cents, 

Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 
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The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION ; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 
With References to the most lain and Striking Self.Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 


Scriptures. Includin; Questions Answered Affrmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 
Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 


Fonrth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 28 Lafavette Place. New York City. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


THE CANDLE - 


ITV ENG CONY 


te 


FROM UNDER 


THE BUSHEL 


| By WILLIAM HART. 
1,306 Questions to the Clergy and for the Con- 


sideration of Others. EE 

. The author, while a sincere church member, obeyed the in- 

junction to search the scriptures, which led to the propounding of 

these goonies, no clergyman can answer rationally and remain a 
ristian. 


PRICE 40 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


POPULAR EDITIONS 


Thomas Paine's Works. 


1208 0 LIUIUS SU IUIS RE rN RA 


AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.; 
6 copies for $1: cloth, 500. 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATION OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 400.; olo., 75c. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
ie By ds Remsbvrg. 
zortrait. Pap., C0c.; clo., 750. 

COMMON SENSE. (1770.) 150. 

pA CRISIS. Written During Am. 

p— ——— Revolution. Pan.,40c.; clo., 760. 

GREAT WORKS. 8vo. 800 pp. ; 

clo.. $3; leather, $4; morocco, 

gilt edges. 4.50. 

IE OF. ET Me Blanchard, 
Pan ,40€.; Wi ¢ it, 60c. 
LIFE OF. By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Franec, and England, 
anda Sketch by William Cobbett. 
The only adequate Biography of 

Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 50c. 

LIFE OF. By Q. Vale. $1. 

LITHOGRAPH OF, 22x28, $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 
REFORMER. Underwood. 10e 

POLITICAL WORKS: **Com- 


mon Sense,” “ Crisis,” '* Rights of 


Man ” $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke’s Attack on the French Rev- 
olutiou. Pap.,400 : cjo.. 75c. 

TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 106, 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS:''Age 
of Reason," “ Examination of the 
Es oett d e 

VINDICATION. Reply to N.Y. 

Ovserver. By R. G. Ingersoll. we. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


No institution will be better than the 
institutor.— Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


GENERALLY speaking, the less a man 
knows abont a subject, the more he wants 
to talk about it.—7. Van Dorn. 


As we bold that a theft is a theft whether 
the amount stolen be a pound or a penny, 
80 We must hold that an aggression is an 
aggression whether it be great or small.— 
Herbert Spencer. 


Every unit of gain in the zsthetie sense, 
every diffusion of a wider taste for poetry, 
for art, for music, for decoration, is to the 
good for humanity. What measures onr 
distance above the beasts that perish con- 
sists in these three things—ethics, intel- 
Ject, the sense of beanty.— Grant Allen. 


Tuar the Hexatench in its known form 
is of a comparativly very recent orgin is 
fally borne out by the fact that the proph- 
ets of the eighth and seventh centuries 
BO. know nothing of a Mosaic code. Jere- 
miah is the first prophet who has reference 
to a code, and bis quotations are taken 
from Deuteronomy.—Dr. E. Reich. 


Unuarrity, there are many men who 
are not born, but damned into the world. 
It may not be the best theology, but it is 
the soundest sense, to admit that some— 
by inherited defects ard taints of blood, 
by mental, physical, and moral peculiari- 
ties, by surroundings and training and 
cireumstánces— hav no fair chances of 
being anything but bad.— Rev. Osborne 
Jay. 

O, rity the Puritan friar and nun, 

Who crucify sense for the soul; 

Who tread upon thistles while under the 


sun, 
And quaff the bitterest bowl. 


O, pity the martyrs, wherever they are, 
Who sacrifice happiness here; 
Who boast of the pleasures they mangle 
and mar 
In their wrath on the altars they rear 
—Kenneth Lamar. 


To those who are strangers to the study 
of the heavenly bodies, although fre- 
quently masters of the other parts of nat- 
vral pbilosophy, astronomy has still the 
reputation of being an eminently religious 
science, as if the famous verse, The heav- 
ena declare the glory of God, still pre- 
served all its value. To minds early fa- 
miliarized with trne philosophical astron- 
omy, the heavens declare no other glory 
than that of Hipparchus, of Kepler, of 
Newton, and of all those who hav aided in 
establishing their laws.— Auguste Comte. 


Unper the cover of religion, men, per- 
haps, more frequently indulge the bitter- 
ness of passion, without compunction, than 
in any other situation, The wretch who 
wantonly, and without some salve to his 
conscience, attacks private character, feels 
self-condemned. But the sour, sancti- 
monious, grace-hardened bigot embarks 
al) his pride, gratifies all his revenge, and 
empties his corroded bosom of its gall, 
and, smoothing over the distorted features 
of his countenance, tays, and half believes, 
that ‘‘he has done God service!"— Rev, 
President Knott. 


I vrRILY believe that the great good 
which har been effected by Christianity has 
becn larg: ly counteracted by the pestilen- 
tial doctrin on which all the churches hav 
united, that honest disbelief in their more 
or less astonishing creeds is a moral of- 
fense—indeed, asin of the deepest dye, 
deserving and inviting the same future 
retribution as murder and robbery. If 
we could only see, in our view, the torrent 
of hypocrisy and cruelty, the lies, the 
slaughter, the violation of every obliga- 
tion of humanity, which hav flowed from 
this sewer along the course of the history 
of Christian nations, our worst imagina- 
tions of hell would pale beside the vision. 
— Professor Huxley. 


I writr on a sweet evening in May. The 
heaven is blue, and the earth is green. 
Far away on the horizon the sky touches 
the hill, the bridegroom kisses the bride, 
and the bride blushes crimson from the 
vesper salute. The air is slumbrous with 
the hum of wild-bees, and the white of 
the gamboling lambs contrasts with the 
golden flush of the dandelion blooms amid 
which they play. On the meadow there is 
‘a moving shadow, the shadow of the slow 
trail of an evening cloud, lined with silver 
and fringed with crimson filigree. On the 
hill top the lips of heaven, the bride- 
groom, are still pressed to the cheek of 
earth, the bride, which blushes with the 
wild-rose’s faint and tender glow. Heaven 
and earth are reconciled. Suggest not to 
me the pain and horror that are involved 
in '*the shedding of blood.” Avaunt with 
the barbaric vulgarity! The beech spreads 
over my head, dense with spring’s young 
leaves—away With the stain of gore. The 
white daisies prink the green sward at my 
feet—begone with the shuddering ideal 
that would link them with gouts of blood 
rather than drops of dew!—Suladin, 
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This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has énslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter ‘Mra. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception of inherent rights. g MX À 

Chapter 1I deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced cegrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

Chapter IIT is on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the c:ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy" and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
stor of their property; daughters coud be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. 3 1 

Chapter IV meron on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc, | ^. : 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer » witch t» liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers " continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to iry a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. , . 

he chapter on '' Wives” shows how thedisrnption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
roprietary rights of woman—trat the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
years after it was Christianized—that the ie of buying wives was regulated by 
hat they were not admitted as witnesses— 


personal and 
seven huudre ; ji 
aw—that women were not permitted to read the Bible— 
that civil marriage 18 opposed by the church. t Mn: 

In Chapter is shown how polygamy was, sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other * prin- 
^ipal reformers” favored it, as weil as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. . Nor 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman's sufferings as interferenca with her''curse,'of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman's “ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itisalso extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, cau read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her persou. To the 
bl cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 

ill do. 
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JN ot for Parsons. | 


TuE Deacon (to the cowboy, who has 


just dropped in to see what a revival was 


ike): “ Young man, hav you made your , 
peace with your creator?” The Cowboy: | 
**T ain’ never had no trouble with him." | 


— Life. 

Tus PrssruisT: 'Do you really think 
the world will ever be Christianized?” 
The Optimist: ‘‘You bet I do. And at 
the rate the heathen are being wiped out 
by these machine guns nowadays it won't 
be long, either.—Zndianapolis Journal.” 


“Do you want to see your little baby- 
brother?" asked a Lawndale mother of her 
five-year-old, the morning after he had 
been sent into the city to stay over night 
at grandma’s. ‘‘Yes. Hav I got one?" 
** Certainly. . Come and see him.” ‘* What! 
that?" **Ofcourse. Don’t you think he 
is lovely?" *'N-not exactly. Where did 
you get him?" ‘*The doctor brought 
him." *''Where did the doctor get him?" 
*An angel brought him from heaven." 
‘From heaven?"  '*Yeg" ‘*Are you 
sure?" ‘*Certainly. Why do you ask?" 
‘Oh, nothing; only I thought he might 
hav got him from the other place by mis- 
take. You see, mother, a real hot fire al- 
ways makes my face look just as red and 
wrinkled as that.” ‘‘Oh!” And the poor 
mother came near going into hysterics. 


A RELIGIOUS congregation in England 
wanted to procure new hymn books, but 
they were very poor and could not afford 
to pay for them at the ordinary prices. 
They understood, however, that a certain 
great advertising house, a business house 
that made patent medicins, was willing to 
furnish them hymn books at a penny each 
if they would allow some advertisments to 
be inserted in the books, They thought 
that would be no special harm, that they 
might hav a few pages of advertisments 
bound up with Watts and Doddridge. 
They agreed to the proposition. The 
books eame duly printed, and they got 
down to the church on the 24th of Decem- 
ber. On Christmas morning the model 
Christians, who had no thought of any- 
thing but religion, got up to sing. Their 
pastor gave out by the first liue a very 
familiar hymn. Immediately the congre- 
gation arose to their feet, and in a few sec- 
onds were aghast to find themselvs sing- 
ing: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
Beecham’s pills are just the thing. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild; 
Two for man and one for child. 


I move, Mr. Editor, that, pursuant to 
the idea implied in the resolution which 
Mr. Morse (of the House) and Mr. Frye 
(of the Senate) are fathering, we all 
turn Christians, no matter what our belief 
may in fact be; that for the purpose of 
carrying out the spirit of that resolution 
we resolve ourselvs into & committee and 
procure synods of. the representativs of 
the different creeds of Christendom, each 
to formulate their own tenets and these teu- 
ets to be enforced for all time to come as 
the only and unalterable inspiration which 
the people of the United States are en- 
titled to believe hereafter; or that, failing 
the proper harmony in view, each creed 
may employ such force or agency to 
compel agreement with its tenets as it sees 
fit, for, this purpose using persuasion, 
arme, dynamite, and the torch, if neces- 
sary; or that, after such methods hav been 
tried as effectually as may be, the said 
Morse or Frye if they be living at said 
time, be invested with the pontifical power 
of fixing the tenets for universal belief in 
the United States, and that to the end 
that their religious aspirations may not 
prove a dead letter they be likewise in- 
vested with plenary powers to enforce 
their Hx Cathedra views for all time to 
come; that a high and insurmountable 
wall be built on the boundaries of the 
United States, of sufficient strength and 
durability to outlast the crack of doom, to 
keep out of its domain any disturbing 
agency from other parts of the habitable 
world, and that no resident thereof be 
permitted to depart therefrom, whether 
with a view to return or otherwise, so that 
the possibility of outside disturbing fac- 
tors be excluded; that the present fathers 
and mothers, who hav the interest of their 
offspring at heart, inculcate the lesson of 
total abstinence from future race repro- 
duction so that the sorrow and misery, 
death and desolation, of fanatical religious 
bigotry may hav nothing to feed on in the 
Course of ages; that the United States be 
then exposed to the possibility of a ns- 
tional desert and graveyard; and that no 
scientific or other doctrin be hereafter 
taught in any school, or other occupation 
be followed, which nearly or remotely, in 
the course of events, may conflict with 
such tenets so fixed (?) in their logical and 
strictest application, And I move further 
that Messrs. Morse and Frye be awarded 
the crown for the splendid exhibition of 
intellectual greatness they hay made in 
oftering the said resolution for serious 
consideration.—Morris M. Cohn, in Amer- 
ican Israelite. 


VEMAND POND'S 
EXTRACT. * AVOID 
ALL IMITATIONS. 


FOR 
yALL PAIN 
{Rheumatism 
į Feminine 
ii Complaints 
Lameness 


AGAR 


c-r 


| FAC-SIMILE OF 
BOTTLE WITH 


| BUFF WRAPPER. 
Burns 


US Piles 
POND’ 
EXTRACT 


It will Cure. 


Bruises 
Catarrh 


Our new “Blue Book” 
giving full directions for 


embroidering 50 differ- 
ent flowers and leaves, B 
showing the colors of silk 
to be used for each, 
to any ad- 
dress for 4] 
cents in stam 


The Brainerd & Armstrong 


S. i 
Sk Co., 
2 Union St., New London, Conn. j 


The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Life is one of the best, and 
will eure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa, J. R. Perry, mgr. 26t18 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up _Ha:d- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Co., 9 Murray 
street, New York. 52t19 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo. 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
oounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 25 cents: in cloth. 5n oants 
Addraxe THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
By J. Q. HOLYOAKE. Price, 5 cents 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. ‘the narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 


MAGIC LANTERNS 


and ‘all prices. Views illustrating 
AM SISREOFHUBPIC EXHIBITIONS, eu. 
OP 1 profitable business for a man with a smali capital. Alse, 


s fot Home Amusement. 


L 250 page Catalogue fre: 
MoALLIST ER, Mu. Opticians, 49 N 


assau Sto Ne-Yo 


A CRAND DISCOVERY ! 


ANTED.—A live man or woman in every 


th ready sales eve: t is th 
demand forour. Solid Metal’ Goods. Over One Mil- 
lion Dollara’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Addres Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept.<¥, Boston, Mass. 

pup 


Py vy 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


Sommer Days at Onset. 84 pages. Il- 

lustrated. Price, 25 cents. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 

By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800 PP $1. . 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Children's, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 924 pp., boards, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


STU ina JY wtshell. 


By ASA AUGER 
A condensation of the fundamenta argument 
against Christianity. 
A Very Good Little Missienary Work. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH REFKER 


A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. 

By B. F. Underwood................ Price 6 cents 
The World's Parliament of Religions. 

By Tenney... e rceesacuas vesvevssess Price 10 cents 
The Gods. 

By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 


Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 


d By McCann... seen Price 15 cents 
Evolution of the Devil. 5 
By Henry Frank................ue. Price 25 cents 


The Bruno Monument in Rome Price 12 cents 
Church and State. 

By ‘‘Jefferson'.......ccce sees eeere Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. 

By Benwell,.......ccccseceveceeees Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll on Roscoe Conkling Price 4 cents 


Dwight L. Moody. 


By Susan H. Wixon................ Price 5 cents 
Christian Religlon. 

By an Old Karmer.........:.ceeu0e Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. 
^ By Ingersoll..... Seeon raais, Price 10 cents 
Effacement of Christianity. © 

By Holyoake......... Eae ee seers Price 10 cents 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. 

By Holyoake............... a +. Price 15 cents 


Ingersoll’s Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
‘Standing Up for Jesus. 


By H., L. Green.............. ife afe Price 4 cents 
Religion In the Republic. 

By M. A. Freeman............ use Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney. ....... egest — Price 6 cents 
Charies Darwin (Illustrated). 

By Flower & Wakeman...... »...-Price 15 cents 


Jehovah Interviewed Price 6 cents 
Cosmology against Theology. e 
* By Vindex.....eeeee eere re corse Price 15 cents 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES. 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. 
It contains very plain statements,in very un- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 

rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminated. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur- 
in» her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as_a black nun, in the Hotel Dieu 

unhnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “ child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 

Auricalar Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries. By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
years a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentioue practices of the priests and nunsin 
these religious brothels, ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth 75 


. cents. 
The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 


the system of auricrlar confession, including 

copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- 

masked,” from, the " Master Key to Popers,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
toevery American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of 

and to the freedom of thought, speec 

action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed A lecture by 
the Rev Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham. Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
rriests shall not mary. Price. paper. 1* cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosares 
Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- 


go th. 


and 


ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
are inimi to chastity, virtue, and freedom. 
Price, paper, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER UO. 
Moe Pisco, New York City. 


EIS La reri iit e re e e = a ae E EN — PENECTUS ENERO, 


or THE 
Truth Seeker Library. 
Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
Issues oF 1891.—$3. l 


Truth Seeker Annual, 18p.........,.... 
Men, Women, and Gods. H 


Viotor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire 10 
TheCrisis. Thomas Paine. lllustrated..... 40 
Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to Rea- 
son. Robert C. Adams . 85 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller.... 95 
My Religious Experience. Samuel 
DAM... oe epee senem cee e teres onsen 26 
The Higher Criticism in Theology and Re- 
igion. T. E Longshore..... .......... 50 
Issues or 1892.— $8. 
Infidel Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............- 95 
Rights of Man Thomas Paine. Lliustra- " 
ed......... Wes EE EEEE NE PRA eel 0 
Was Christ Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10° 
Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Heleu H. Gar- 

P OBOE i EEE pesas eA RR 10 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg.... 25 
Awtul Disolosures of Maria Monk.... 50 

ocketTheology. Voltaire..............«...- 25 

hy Don't God Kill the Devil? M. Bab- 

. eCoek,.... Kes esha Waa Fes weve es En 16 
Liberty in Literature. — Testimonial to 

alt Whitman, with Fuueral Address. 
By Col. Robert Q. Ingersoll.............. 25 
Six Lectures on Astronomy ichard A. 
FOOlOT. «elle Ere srt EA AE Ies 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. 
&r 40 
80 
m 1 
Issuzs or 1898.— $3. 
Thomas Paine, Vindicated. Col. Robert 
G.Ingerso| . 16 
The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 
mr 50 
Orimes of Froachers in the United States 
" illin T 25 
Resurrection of , 40 
Handbook of Freethough 3 50 
Religion a Curse; Religion a Disease; 
igion a Lie. S.P.Putnam. .— , .... 35 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 
THE TRUTH BEEKEB......... . okis 15 
sbraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
John E. Remsbu 50 
Pen Pictures of 'l'hhe 
trated. 8. P. Putnam... 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine. es. 15 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure And trogress. 
Beeren 50 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettstein 10 
Bible Inquirer. A.Jacobson .. . "DEM 
sister Lucy. er Awful Discloanres of 
Newhall Oonvent............ esses. 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 
s WAXODB: iene esaseisoveos o's cau wed raro oe 10 
Issuns or 1894.—$3. 
l'humbsorew aud Rack. Geo. E. Macdonald — 10 


*If-Oontradietion of the Bible. W. H. Burr — 15 

During the year other standard I'reethought 
works will be published and sent to snbscribers 
as they appear. . 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 

Single numbers so:d at prices quoted 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Again Reduced. 


rake Advantage of these Manufactu- 

rers Pricese 

REGULAR GRADE AMERICAN WATCHES, 
{Including Rockford, Elgin, Waltham, Hampden. 

; Gentlemen’s Size. 
, Prices: In 8 ounce silverine case 7 jewels #5; 11 
jewels, $6.50; 15 jewels, $8; 15 jewels. fully ad- 
justed, $10; 17 Jewels, adju-ted, $14. In 8 ounce 
coin silver case, 3 0, $11 50, %3. $15, $10. In 4 
ounce, $1 extra. In 14 kt gold filled, open face, 
21 year case, $14, 15.50, $17, #19. $23. Hunting 
case, $3 extra, In 10 kt., 15 year case, either 
kind, 83 less. 

/ Ladies! Stze, 

Prices: In 14 kt. gold filled, hunting 20 year 
cases, 7 jewels, 913; 11 jewels, $14.60; 15 jowols, 
919. In 14 kt, solid gold, hunting cases, $28. 
924.50, $29. 


THE NEW MODEL OTTO WETTSTEIN WATCH 
Has 16 jewels, Patent regulator, brequet (non- 
eatchable) hair spring, beautiful, double sunk, 
paneled dial, nickel, gola damascened finish, ad- 
Justed to heat and cold and positions. L ates 
improvements and guaranteed a perfect time 
keeper. 
Gentlemen’s Stze. 

Prices: In 3 ounce silverine case, $19; 4 ounce 
coin silver. $25; gold filled 14 kt., 21 years, open 
face, $28. Hunting, $22; 10 kt.,15 year cases, 83 


less. 
P 3 Ladtes! Stze. 
tices: In 14 kt. 20 year hunting cases, $80 
In 14 kt. solid gold, hunting cases, $40. : à 


All gold and filled oases made bv best manufac- 


turers as Boss, Dueber, Fahy, and Ladd, in plain 
»ngine turned, or artistically engraved. 

Goods shipped by express, charges prepatd. 
SEND ME YOUR WATCH WORK. 
‘OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
THB LISBRAL JBWBLBR. 


Send for price-lists 


ROCHELLE. ILL. 


LTHY MANHOOD 


ten cents, sealed in a piein envelope. 

e giving causes ana symptoms of thecom. 

We laints, and a description of the Doctor's 

mportant medical discovery—an Outs 

ward Application—a positive cure—the rem. 

wy or Pe Kind in extsrence—with svidences of suc. 
i 

u^» ACTU DR. R, P. FELLOWS, 

522 vore you saw this adver. Vineland,N J 


WI wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 
time and moner on Ohristian doctors.—Dr. Fel- 


8. 
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Jf ews of the UDeck. 


. Tux late elections in Australia resulted 
in victory for a freer trade policy. 


Tur West Indian cyclone did much 
damage in southern Florida last week. 


Lavunt Tromrson, the sculptor, died on 
mop cuuber 20th. He was born in Ireland 
in A 


A PLAN is under consideration for the 
consolidation of the Central American 
states into one republic. 


Tue strike of the spinners at Fall River 
continues, and there is no prospect of an 
early settlement of difficulties. 


HiaHwAY robberies and maltreatment of 
the robbed hav been quite common lately 
in some of the best streets of New York. 


Last week a convention for the study 
of child nature was held in Chicago. 
Many prominent kindergarteners were 
present. 


Frano is getting into trouble in Mada- 
gascar. The nativ government complains 
of her aggressions and a conflict of arms 
is imminent. 


Braziv notifies this country of the abro- 
gation of the reciprocity agreement be- 
tween the two nations. The abrogation 
will take effect on January 1st next. 


Tue New York Constitutional Conven- 
tion adjourned sine die on Saturday, Sep- 
tember 29th. Bishop Doane made the 
concluding prayer. It was needed. 


Tue Republican- Populist fusion in 
North Carolina is not a complete success, 
some conspicuous members of both parties 
refusing to support the ticket. 


Dr. RAPHAEL Nunez, president of the 
United States of Colombia, died in Car- 
thagena on September 18th, aged sixty- 
nine years. He was a brilliant writer. 


Tue electors of New York will this fall 
vote upon the construction-of a system of 
rapid transit roads (surface, tunvel, sub- 
way, and viaduct) by the municipality, 


Turex Mississippi white-caps hav been 
sentenced to prison—two for five years 
each and the other for two years. Their 
offense was the whipping of two women. 


Gustave Amipiz Humeert, French 
Republican Senator, died in Paris on 
September 25th. He was born June 28, 
1822. He wrote works on law, finance, 
and Roman antiquities, 


By the death of Emma Fursch-Madi, 
which occurred a few days ago in New 
Jersey, the operatic stage loses one of its 
fiuest dramatic singers. She was born in 
France forty-seven years ago. 


Tur Connecticut Democrats nomiuated 
Ernest Cady for governor. The platform 
indorses Presideut Cleveland and the new 
tariff, so far as it goes, demands the aboli- 
tion of the differential duties on sugar, 
and condemns in scathing language ali re- 
ligious tests of fitness for public office. 


THomas Sarr Cummuinas, the miniature 
painter and Dean of the Founders of the 
National Academy of Design, died at 
Hackensack, N. J., on September 24th. 
He was born in England in 1804. 


Tue Iowa Populist platform contains 
only one hundred and fifty words. It de- 
clares for free coinage, 16 to 1, against 
bonds, for maximum passenger rate of two 
cents per mile, and direct legislation. 


Tue patients of Bloomingdale Insane 
Asylum hav been removed to the new 
home of the institution in White Plains, 
and Columbia College will hereafter oc- 
cupy the old site on Morningside Hights. 


Tue board of health of Taunton, Mass. 
condemns every one of the public echool 
houses, declaring all unfit for the tem- 
porary habitation of the large number of 
children who attend them. .At least two 
of these buildings should be razed. 


PRESIDENT CLEvELAND has by procla- 
mation granted amnesty and pardon to all 
violators of the special Congressional laws 
against polygamy who hav complied with 
the conditions prescribed in President 
Harrison's proclamation of Jan. 4, 1893. 


CONGRESSMAN MioHagznL D. HARTER of 
Ohio is reluctant to take any part in the 
general campaign in his state because of 
the adoption of the 16 to 1 silver plank by 
the Demrcratic convention. But he may 
work for the election of Congressmen rep- 
resenting the opposing monetary principle. 


A GOVERNMENT crisis in England seems 
to be near. All parties are anxiously 
awaiting a declaration by the ministry for 
the abrogation of the veto power of the 
Lords. The cabinet has not discussed 
the question, a disruption being feared as 
a result of the probable divergence of 
opinion. 


In 1880 Louisiana was the sixth state 
from the bottom of the list as regards 
illiteracy; in 1890 it reached the bottom. 
In 1880 18.4 per cent of the white adult 
population were unable to read and write; 
in 1890 the percentage had risen to 20.1. 
The white illiterate adults had increased 
from 58,951 to 80,918 During this time 
the negroes show a small percentage of 
gain. The New Orleans Times-Democrat 

rings out these facts. 


Dr. CHARLES A, Brices says that de- 
nominationalism is the curse of Protest- 
antism. He points out thet while the 
average number of communicants to each 
Catholic priest in this country is 685 and 
709 to each church building, the Protest- 
auts hav an average of only 142 communi- 
cants to each minister and 105 to each 
building. He adds that the Protestants 
could do their work better with fifty 
thousand less ministers. 


NErLL's estimate of the cotton crop this 
year is 10,300,000 bales, with an allowance 
of 700,000 in the event of an early frost, 
This would still leave the crop the largest 
on record, the heaviest previous output 
having been the 9,035,000 bales of 1891-2. 
On October 26th, in view of the probable 
glut, October options declined to 6.08 
cents per pound, November to 6,10 cents, 


' December to 6,16 cents, and January to | re - =- = = = 


6.21 cents. These are the lowest prices 
ever known. ‘The lowest for any other 
year had been 6.28 cents for March, in 1892. 


A sTATE convention of the Jeffersonian 
and People’s party of Alabama has been 
called to meet in Montgomery on Novem- 
ber 12th, the day before the state legis- 
lature will assemble. It-is thought by 
some that it is for the purpose of electing 
2 United States Senator by a legislature 
which they will set up, and that they will 
then adjourn until Congress meets, and if 
the Republicans control the national law- 
making body, they will contest for the 
admission of their Senator and Repre- 
sentativs. 


Tur W. C. T. U. women are just now 
making themselvs very. activ against the 
living pictures and theatrical show bills. 
Mrs. Pritchard, state superintendent of 
the department for the Promotion of 
Purity in Literature and Art, revealed 
herself when she said that no modest 
woman can be an artist’s model. These 
people are much encouraged by the rejec- 
tion by Carlisle of the St. Gauden’s medal. 
Mrs. Pritchard says that the social evil is 
fed and kept alive by the living pictures. 


Tue secretary of the London Painters’ 
Trade Society complained to the Baroness 
Burdett-Coutts that she had permitted 
her stablemen at Brookfield to paint the 
stables instead of having it done by union 
painters. The baroness replied that the 
stables are owned by her husband, and 
added that the ** monstrous and intolerable 
oppression that the union claims to hav 
the right to practice, would deprive every 
workingman of the right to work out his 
own advancement by his own energy and 
rob him of his birthright of personal 
liberty.” She has been much interested 
in the well-being of the workingmen, as 
she has returned a good part of her fortune 
to them for their benefit. 


' Tug New York Democrats nominated 
Senator David B. Hill for governor and 
Judge William J. Gaynor for judge of the 
Court of Appeals. The administration 
was indorsed and the income tax regretted. 
The convention refused to giv any repre- 
sentation to the State Democracy and 
other independent elements. There is 
much dissatisfaction with this and the 
nomination of Hill The Evening Post 
will not support the ticket and neither will 
the Times, from present appearances. 
The World probably will, although it 
very sharply criticises the selection for the 
head of the ticket. Ougside the state, the 
independent papers which usually support 
the Democratic party denounce the action 
of the convention. Inasmuch as the 
presidential election of 1896 in all likeli- 
hood depends on the result in New York 
this year, these facts are important. 


THE SABBATH. 


By M. FARRINGTON, 

4 Thorough Examination and Ref 
utation of the Claims of the 

Sabbatarians. 


x cents 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS CHEAP 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to. which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: —— Lc Fe RES 94 


-| The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 


with a survey of Medieval Education. By 
8. 8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. ae S 

The Dawn of History: An Introduction to Pre- 
Historic Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth,75 cents. a i B 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology an 

«. the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultz, 
75 cents. ; 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- - 
jon of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

Education. Intellectual, Moral, and Physical 
Progress; Its Laws and Cause. With other 
disquisitions. Two books in one. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Political Science, containing Physics and Poli- 
tics. Application of the Principles of 
Natural Science to Political Society, by 
Walter Bagehot; and History of the Science 
of Politics, by Frederick Pollock. "5 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. ‘By Andrew Wilson, F.R.8.E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes. 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. : . 

Bound Volume of Humboldt Library, containing 
numbers 9210103. $2. ' ‘ : 

Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F.R. 
S.E.. F.L S., with 35 Illustrations. $1. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. à . 

A Vindication of the Rights of Women, with 

' Strictures_on Political and Moral Subjects. 
By Mary Wollstonecraft. $1. . 

The Genesis of Science and the Factors of Or- 
ganic Evolution. Both by Herbert Spencer 
in one volume "5 cents. 

By Sir John Lub- 


Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 

ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M. 
Walami, F.0.S. Two books in one volume. 
cents. 3 


Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 75 cents. f 


SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD A. PROOTOR, 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. | 
Familiar Essays on Bcientifio Subjects. 
Hereditary Traits, ana other Essays. 
Miscellaneous Essays. 
Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 
otes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. Six books in one volume. $1.50 


SELECT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN, 


The Evolutionist at Large. EE 

Vignettes from Nature, and 

Force and Energy; a theory of Dynamics. Three 
books in one volume. Cloth, $1. 


BRAIN ~ BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s seLse of logic, and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WA SHE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Travels in Faith. 


Bx OAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMR. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 


WAS 


a 
CHRIST = = u 
——55 Seo CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER, 


A judicial consideration of the question,and the . 
decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tradition. Price, 10 cents. Address : 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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“400 YEARS OF FREETHOUCHT" IS NOW READY! 


pum 79480723 
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A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


THE IDEAL MOSES, PLY DOUBLET 


ond HOSE 


TAG VORA SO of WAN! 


400 Years of 


From Bruno to Ingersoll ——55——— By Samuel Porter Putnam; -a 


DRESSED IN 


CLAD WTAE LOStUMe of TAR WALD so ox s. WOULD ACCUSE WIM OF WORKING 
WEST RE GOES KOT LOOK $9 MEEK. | MIRACLES, OR CASTING O07 DEVILS. 


HOW THE SACREDNESS OR VENERATION FOR A PERSON VANISHES WITH THE STYLE OF HIS CLOTHES. 


Vol. 21. No.41 {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) New York, Saturday, October 13, 1894. {es LAFAYETTE PL.; $3.00 Per Year. 


SHAVED, and Now Cut às haty 
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Z| Clothes 
on hnim 
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mye = IN HOBO RAIMENT, WITH NEGLECTED NAIR 


WITH HAIR CUT SHA 9 
AN MODERN FASHIONABLE . ATTIRE, and BEARD, WITH "NOWHERE TO LAY NIS 
HEAD? OUR CHRISTIAN FRIEND WOULD 


ARREST HIM FOR VAGRANCN L. 


Freethought. 


Large Octavo, 165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. Price, $5; with ‘The 
Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. : 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, 


A NN 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 
that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four Huxprep Yzans oF 
FREETHOUGET has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
ell as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


PORTRAITS 


of the Past Four Hundred Years. 
the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four HuxDpnED Years or F'BREETHOUGRET, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 28 Laraverra Pracz, New Yor. 
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WITH 
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OF 


PREMIUMS 


TRUTH SEEKER 


When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers: 


ON en TR 


For $6.50 we will send Tux Terura -SEEKER one year ($8) and S. P- 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
ita influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS or FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of & barbaric church. 


oser 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 


SPECIA L Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 

0 FFER / “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FEEETHOUGHT "^ 

* FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND F UR H.ER—'To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves,:| / 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated P histon 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


For $5 we wil send Tae Truru Szexer. one year ($3) and “Paine’s 

reat Works Complete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 

Picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to. be erected in Chicago, and 
Of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Truru Sxxkxn one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tae Trurn Srrkr& one year ($3) and James B, 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all ‘scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurn Suzxer one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trura SerKER one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker's Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tue Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tux Truru Szzxzr one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


gh The Freethinker's Badge-pi 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


AND 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 

Will be, sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 
EEEER one year for $5. 


The TRUTH 


SEEKER and [he Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Truts SEEKER, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar’ 
gilt bowl, B00. more, Address THE TRUTH SERRE" ^^ Mither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


NN ee NN 


MAKE YOUR FRLENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


— OFr— 


3uqTbe Truth Seeker. 


— e 


W Drafto, Chocks and Money Ordera, to be made payable to - 
à E. M. MACDONALD. ( 


Ce TERMS == 
. : SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 1 
Turee months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, . $0.7 One subscription with two new subscribers, in ; 
Six d PT + " T0; 1.50 one.remittance, o. 0. o. 2. 2 $700 
Sing!e subscription, one year, - 3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in ` 
One subscription two years, “ s - 5.00 one remittance, es ee = - 8.50 
Two new subscribers, — E Se ish VR 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, - 25e. -= sla 10.00 
remittance, T7 05 = c7 2 e «a 500 


ser Fill out the accompanying Subscription 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 


will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get hi$ paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 


B'ank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
This makes 


Iu connection with our * Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine’s “Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting 
people read THe Truru Szexer for awhile. To this end we 


make the following offer: 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tue Trurn 
Szxxer for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 
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Evasion and Mockery. 


Such a terrible loss of life as is reported from the forest 
settlements in Minnesota is something to lament, some- 


thing to arouse sympathy and to call for aid; but.it calls |: 


for no special blame and can offer no particular warning. 
The order of nature and no will of man is responsible for 
the drouth which made such a conflagration possible. 
Men must press forward into new settlements, and they 
must run the risk of these extraordinary disasters; or 
else they must withdraw every ship from an ocean on 
which there may be a storm, and must move away from 
every acre upon which there may burst & thunderbolt. 
We are sure that tender hearts will offer sympathy and 
willing hands will yield help. The deaths are part of 
the tribute which civilization exacts from man.—New 
York Independent. 

That is—one or two considerations aside—a com- 
mon sense way of looking at the terrible disaster, 
but it is evasion and mockery when coming from 
the lips of a Christian, of a Theist. If there is an 
omnipotent God the awful calamity does call for 
“special blame," and it is nothing less than cow- 
ardly for believers in such a God to ignore the the- 
ological bearings of this disaster, as the 7ndepend- 
ent does. Most Christians are afraid to frankly 
deal with the moral implications of the God idea, 
and they hav never made a more pitiable exhibition 
of their timidity than when referring to the Minne- 
sota horror. Yes, * tender hearts” did “ offer sym- 
pathy,” and “willing hands” did “yield help," and 
they were earthly hearts and earthly hands. Do 
: not forget this when priests talk to you of the 
“oversoul.” But when “God” is eliminated from 
the problem we find that man is responsible for 
many of these forest fires. He cuts down trees and 
leaves the tops to dry on the ground, where they 
are nearly as dangerous as so much powder when a 
drouth comes, and the drouth itself is aggravated 
if not caused by man’s folly in denuding the earth’s 
surface of its forests, which operate to prevent both 
floods and drouths. Then it also appears that in- 
cendiaries are to be charged with many of these 
conflagrations. Such are some of the secondary 
causes, but if an infinit God exists he is the pri- 
mary cause, and it was his purpose to make use of 
the instrumentalities we hav named. If it was 
not his purpose then he is less than omnipotent. 
If it was his purpose he is morally imperfect. Man’s 
folly cannot exculpate God, for man’s folly is of 
God. 


' A Remarkable Defense of God. 

Orthodox logic is something wonderful. No 
doubt our readers hav all made a note of the fact. 
Then sometimes apparently Liberal people are 
guilty of queer actions. What follows illustrates 
both truths. It will be remembered that the terri- 
ble forest fires in the Northwest called out from us 
an editorial on ** God's Loving Providence.” Well, 
that article reappears in the Daily Republican, of 
Fargo, North Dakota, over the signature of “A 
Writer.” Of course “A Writer" knew where the 
article came from, and it is quite possible that the 
editor didalso. Certainly the editor knew that it is 
a rule of newspaper ethics that all articles whose 
source is known should be credited to the original 
publication, and it would seem that “A Writer” 
should hav been equally conversant with this law of 
meum et tuum. Perhaps the editor approved the 


| thoughts expressed in the article, but did not like 
to take the responsibility of reprinting it as a selec- 


tion and so conceived the idea of fathering it on an 
anonymous correspondent—“A Writer.” However, 
notwithstanding this irregularity we are glad that our 
remarks touching the untenability of the divine prov- 
idence idea found their way into the Dakota paper, 
if for no other reason than that they brought out 
one of the most original defenses of the god super- 
stition that we hav ever seen. A correspondent of 
the Republican enters the lists to refute the argu- 
‘ments of “A Writer,” and we are sure that our 
readers will be interested in seeing how he takes 
hold of the task. He writes over the signature of L. 
J. Anderson, and we judge from his style that he is a 
clergyman. Passing over his opening sentences, 
which hav the genuin clerical tone and are couched 
in the usual pulpit phraseology, we will first quote 
this paragraph : 

** Now, as for the suffering of these victims of the recent 
fire, it does seem that if God directed it he must be 
cruel, but if we stop to follow up ‘A Writer’s’ idea of 
nature, I do not see that we are helped any, for certainly 
to be compelled either to submit to an untimely death 
like the cases mentioned, or to drag out a miserable ex- 
istence to a feeble old age, and then to go down to a 
grave without any hope of a better life beyond, seems to 
me to be even worse than the case in hand, providing 
that God had a much better place in store for the inno- 
cent ones whose earthly lives were cut short.” 

No intelligent Freethinker has thought of claim- 
ing, much less has anyone claimed, that pain is 
other than pain, whether inflicted by “nature” or 
by “God.” But while the charge of deliberate cru- 
elty cannot lie against non-personal nature it can 
and must lie against a personal, all-knowing, all- 
powerful God. If the God postulated by Chris- 
tian Theism exists he intended that those peo- 
ple in Minnesota and Michigan and Wisconsin 
should die in the torture of fire, and he put them in 
the flames and burned them to death. What folly, 
then, to pray to such a God to avert catastrophes 
which he designed to occur and which never could 
occur if he had not designed that they should! 
Can the immutable change? It was our purpose to 
show how utterly without foundation is the theory 
of a loving divine providence, not to make any ex- 
cuses for or attempt to explain away the blood on 
every leaf and rock of nature. The blood is there, 
whether God does or does not exist, but if “he” 
does exist the blood is there because he intended it 
to be and because he wished the suffering which its 
presence implies and proclaims. 

The best that Mr. Anderson can do for his God 
is to suppose that if that God has provided a “ bet- 
ter place” for “the innocent ones" they had a 
“hope” in the hour of death agony. But where 
was the “hope” for those who were not “innocent” 
and who, if they believed in the orthodox creed, ex- 


pected in that horrible hour to plunge from the 
hades of the burning woods into the inextinguishable 
fires of hell? And what would we say of the 
earthly father who, after subjecting his child to 
indescribable torture for some hours, should apolo- 
gize by saying that his victim would be “compen- 
sated” for its present suffering in  * better, 
brighter,” years to come? Yet even this does not 
tell the whole story, for the man has the excuse of 
his earthly limitations, while the God of orthodoxy 
is as unlimited in his responsibility as he is in his 
might. Infinit intelligent power does not need to 
burn us here in order to save us from burning here- 
after. For such a being to burn us either here or 
in some other world is for him to be guilty of wan- 
ton, inexcusable fiendishness. Again the critic: 

“ They struggled with the monster death from one toa 
few hours and gave up for a better, brighter world be- 
yond, according to God's own book, the Bible, while 
those of responsible age without a shadow of a doubt hav 
had many opportunities of salvation in Ohrist offered 
them and as many of them as had accepted of it were a 
thousand, yea, a million fold better off than if they had 
remained here to the age of eighty, which ‘A Writer’ 
seems to intimate would be the hight of bliss." 

Now we wil not pause here to dispute ihe 
assumption that the Bible is * God's own book, 
although the critic should know better than to put 
forward such an assumption in support of the pri- 
mary assumption of the existence and goodness of 
his god. So long as the existence of that God is 
questioned it will not do to take it for granted that 
he wrote 2 book. That remains to be proved. 
Now to the question at issue: If those who died 
“saved” in the Minnesota fires are a “million fold 
better off than if they had remained here to the age 
of eighty,” what kind of a monster was it who put 
them here in the first place? And what of those 
who are not “saved” and who were consequently a 
million fold worse off than if they had stayed here 
a few or many years longer and “ repented ” in time 
to “make their calling and election sure”? Why 
were they denied that opportunity and why were 
the innocent little children roasted todeath? Was 
it to save them from the risk of the furnaces of hell 
should they grow to manhood and womanhood! 
If so, would it not hav been a mercy if they had 
never been created? If God may rightfully burn 
to death a child to prevent it running the risk of 
falling into his hell, why may not its mother, fearing 
for it the same awful fate if it should liv to the 
years of accountability, kill it in some painless way 
in the days of its sinlessness, or, better still, pre- 
vent its appearance at all in this world where human 
fuel is grown to feed the flames of eternal hell? 
Still the Bible commands us to “increase and mul- 
tiply" and. the prevention of the initiation of the 
unfit is a “crime” forbidden by Comstock and Con- 
gress. Once more the clergyman: 

“Doeg not the acorn that falls to the ground rise in 
the stalwart oak? Does not the kernel of wheat dropped 
into the soil bring forth fruit of its kind?” 

According to this analogy man is immortal only 
in his children, as the old oak is in the young oaks 
and last year’s wheat is in the harvests that are to 
come. Analogy is a dangerous weapon for the 
theologian to attempt to wield to his antagonist’s 
hurt; he almost invariably cuts himself instead, as 
the critic has done in this instance. But now how 
does the gentleman prove that God cared for his 
children in the Northwestern forests? This is the 
way: 

** But back to what ‘A Writer’ calls ‘God supersti- 
tion’ and his care for his children. Did he not preserve 
the three Hebrew children whom Nebuchadnezzar had 
thrown into the burning furnace? Did he not stand by 
Joseph in Egypt? Did he not deliver the Israelites out 
of the hand of the king of Egypt? Did he not even 
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break the bonds of death and ra'ge his only begotten son 
from the tomb? Did he not deliver Paul and Silas out 
of a locked and guarded prison?” 

Even if it were true that those alleged miracles 
were performed as asserted, what would that dem- 
onstration hav to do with God's appalling failure to 
“care for his children ” in the Northwestern woods? 
‘If he had the power to do and did do as narrated 
in the Munchausen stories which are cited by the 
critic, so much the greater is the load of obloquy 
that must rest upon his name because of his neglect 
to act beneficently in the emergency under discus- 
sion. Nothing could be more absurd than to 
attempt to prove that there is a watchful divine 
providence because the Bible says that the opera 
tion of the laws of nature was arrested by Yahveh 
some thousands of years ago in the interest of three 
young Hebrews. The incredible and unprovable 
cannot be summoned to establish the miraculous. 
Those Bible miracles are too old, and they are 
utterly discredited among well-informed and 
logically-minded people. We do not care whom God 
saved in Palestine or Egypt in the days of legend 
and myth; a revelation is only for those who re- 
ceive it from its author; all others must take it on 
human testimony if they take it at all, and the laws 
of evidence require that we shall accept the less 
improbable of two explanations of any story. Our 
experience teaches us that men lie and that men 
are mistaken, but our experience has not proved to 
us the occurrence of miracles. If God performed a 
miracle in ancient times in order to save three boys 
from the flames, why did he not perform a miracle 
in Minnesota this year in order to save hundreds of 
men, women, and children from the flames? Surely 
miracles are needed in this skeptical age if they 
ever were. Wereit to be demonstrated beyond the 
shadow of doubt that the God of the Jews pre- 
served three or thirty or three hundred of the 
* chosen people ” from the effect of fire after they 
were thrown into it, that would not convince us 
that he was an impartial, a just, or a loving God, or 
that the God of the Christians is any better. The 
Jews had no idea that he was impartial, else they 
would not hav considered themselvs “the chosen 
people.” Cannot the critic see the ridiculousness 
of his attempt to save his God's reputation by this 
appeal to the musty legends of a superstitious age ? 
Suppose that a human father has six children and that 
they are all exposed to sudden and horrible death ; 
he can easily rescue them all, but contents himself 
with saving one while the others are left to perish 
miserably. Shall we call him a loving, impartial 
parent, or a discriminating, cruel despot? This is 
the position in which the Christian God is placed 

if it is admitted that every one of the tales of mi- 
raculous interposition is true. As a matter of fact, 
it has not been proved that one of them is true. 

It is useless for a man to attempt to make a crime 
which he has just committed appear venial by 
claiming that at a time in the remote past he got 
some one out of a scrape into which he had himself 
inveigled or forced him And he would simply sub- 
ject himself to ridicule if he should assert that the 
deliverance said to hav been then effected was due 
to his supernatural powers. Imagin a man who 
had set fire to his house in which his family was 
confined, or who had seen the first tiny beginning 
of the conflagration started by the malevolence or 
carelessness of another (God sees everything, we 
are told), and who had not lifted a finger to save 
companion and children from their heartrending 
fate, striving to mitigate the severity of popular 
censure and judicial condemnation by telling a 
story—the witnesses to the truth or falsity of which 
are all dead—to the effect that at an earlier period 
in his life and in another country, he had thrown 
one of his children into a furnace and had then 
taken it out again before it was harmed! Let our 
critic picture such a scene and then tell us how 
much eredit the criminal would get for his self- 
vaunted alleged preservation of his child in circum- 
stances of danger for the existence of which he, the 


father, was alone responsible. 
————— ey 
COLONEL INGERSOLL will lecture at the Star Theater, 
New York, on the evening of November 11th. Subject, 
“The Holy Bible.” This is his new discourse, and 
shakes up orthodoxy as only he can do it. i 


*Ts Suicide a Sin?” 

This intensely interesting pamphlet takes for its 
motto these lines from the “Rubaiyat” of Omar 
Khayyam: 

** Why, if the soul can fling the dust aside, 

And naked on the air of heaven ride, 
Wer't not a shame—wer’t not a shame for him 
In this clay carcase Crippled to abide? 


Tis but a tent where takes his one day's rest 
A sultan to the realm of Death addrest; 

The sultan rises, and the dark Ferrash 
Strikes, and prepares it for another guest.” 


The first chapter is devoted to the “Great Sui- 
cides of History.” It begins with an affecting 
sketch of the life of Baron Jaromir Mundy, the 
famous philanthropist of Vienna, who the other 
day was buried in disgrace because, wearied of his 
long life, he drowned himself in the Prater. The 
compiler observes that the “greatest poet, the 
greatest orator, the greatest philosopher, the great- 
est general, and the two most famous women of 
ancient times—Homer, Demosthenes, Aristotle, 
Hannibal, Sappho, and Cleopatra—were all sui- 
cides.” Among others mentioned are Empedocles, 
Cleanthes, Aristarchus, Isocrates, Aristides, Zeno, 
Mithridates, Lycurgus, Samson, Saul, Brutus, 
Cassius, Antony, Cato the Younger, Terence, 
Portia, Seneca, Lucretius, and the Emperor Otho. 
These were in ages of enlightenment. Then came 
the dark ages when civilization slumbered and 
superstition reigned. Suicides were few. Follow- 
ing this came the Renaissance, and with it “genius 
and suicide again took their abode among men.” 
So says the compiler of this pamphlet. Among the 
later names mentioned are those of Sir John Suck- 
ling, Charles Blount, Robert Burton, Thomas 
Chatterton, Robert Clive, Romilly, Hugh Miller, 
Richard Realf, and Admiral Fitzroy. 

Next comes Colonel Ingersoll’s first letter to the 
World, followed by the adverse criticisms of Father 
Ducey, Nym Crinkle, Rev. Madison C. Peters, W. 
Q. Judge, and Anarchist Charles Wilfred Mowbray. 
After this we find Colonel Ingersoll’s reply to. his 
critics, and succeeding this masterpiece of elo- 
quence, logic, and pathos comes “Some Glimpses 
of the Tragic Life of a Great City,” consisting of 
letters from the very poor and the despairing. The 
World submitted the question, ‘Is Suicide a Sin?” 
to a jury of twelve eminent citizens and their verdict 
constitutes the next chapter in this unique little 
book. The jury was composed of Charles W. 
Brooke, lawyer; Thomas Byrnes, superintendent of 
police; Cyrus Edson, physician, commissioner of 
health; John W. Goff, lawyer, counsel to the Lexow 
Committee; Edward Hogan, police justice; John 
E. McIntyre, assistant district attorney ; Theodore 
W. Myers, banker, ex-comptroller; Frederick 
Smythe, recorder; John Philip Sousa, musician ; 
Morris Tekulsky, president of the New York State 
Liquor Dealers’ Association, and member of the 
Constitutional Convention; Evan Thomas, presi- 
dent of the Produce Exchange; Francis L. Well- 
man, assistant district attorney. The next part 
consists of “ Some Curious Facts About Suicide," a 
collection of statistics by John T. Nagle, physician. 
Schopenhauer’s essay on suicide covers six pages 
and then twenty-seven stanzas of Omar Khayyam’s 
* Rubaiyat,” preceded by an introductory note by 
the compiler, Carl Snyder, fitly brings the volume 
to a close. Whatever our readers may think of the 
subject and of the various arguments advanced 
they cannot fail to be interested in “Is Suicide a 
Sin?” 


Three New Books by Colonel Ingerso}l. 

Colonel Ingersoll has a new lecture, which he will 
deliver this fall and winter. It is entitled “The 
Holy Bible,” and is now ready in pamphlet form. 
A million copies should be sold, and we are ready 
to dispose of our share of them at the regular and 
low price of twenty-five cents each. It will make a 
superb missionary document. 

His lectures on Shakspere and Lincoln are also 
in press, and will be ready soon. The price of each 
will be twenty-five cents. They will be printed in 
handsome shape, in paper covers. Every one 
will-want copies of these splendid addresses, and 


| orders may be sent to us at once, and will be filled 
as soon as we get the books from the publisher. 


Hirao ee Cee NE 

** God gave it [the Bible] to be believed and obeyed, 
not to be criticised and interpreted according to variant 
mood and individual bias.— The Presbyterian, . 

How do you know that he gave it for any particu- 
lar purpose or with any specific object in view? How 
do you know that he gave it at all? How do you 
know that “he” exists to giv any book for any 
purpose? Why are you so undiscriminating and 
weakly credulous ? 


The Oakland Times, referring to the overloaded 
condition of the upper floors of the city library, says 
that to put in any more books “ would be tempting 
providence to send an earthquake or something else 
as dire.” We hav read a prayer,in which man sup- 
plicates God not to lead him into temptation, but 
this is the first time that we hav heard that man 
could tempt God to make an exhibition of himself, 
at least by such a piece of mere carelessness as that 
indicated. 


Some of our Christian friends are still determined 
to know only Christ and him crucified. <A corre- 
spondent of the Christian Commonwealth of Lon- 
don concluded & contribution with a lengthy quota- 
tion from Bryant’s “Thanatopsis,” a poem with 
which it would reasonably be supposed that 
every editor in England as well as in the United 
States would be more or less familiar, and yet this 
London editor wants to know if any reader. can 
* trace the authorship” of the lines quoted! 


Hamilton, Ontario, is away ahead of Toronto as 
regards Sunday freedom, but her bigots are de- 
termined that she shall be degraded, if it is within 
their power to accomplish her downfall. At a 
meeting of the Lord’s Day Alliance a resolution 
was adopted calling the mayor’s attention to the 
fact that the Sunday laws are being disregarded 
by the street railway, the steamboats, the Grand 
Trunk Railway, the Incline Railway, and the omni- 
buses. What a delightful world—for dead people 
—this would be if these venerable antiques could 
hav their way in all things! 


\ 


Dr. James Legge, a noted missionary and Chinese 
scholar, has something to say in a religious journal 
about the present Eastern war, and in the course of 
the interview he remarks: “ You might read all the 
Confucian books from beginning to end in the 
presence of the most delicate lady without needing 
to omit a word." Itisnot probable that Dr. Legge 
would risk his reputation on a similar statement re- 
garding the Bible. Still, as a Christian minister, 
he must believe that the Bible was written at the 
dictation of a God perfect in all his attributes, 
while the Confucian works are the product of a 
mere uninspired human being. The theologian is 
the slave of fictions and absurdities. 


At the Chautauqua Missionary Conference a sub- 
ject discussed was the * Ideal Missionary Society : 
What Constitutes such Perfection, etc.?" Answers: 

** No. 10: ‘Prayer for the work.’ No.11: ‘Confidence 
and faith in the prayers.’ This was put in the form of an 
equation: ‘ Enthusiasm plus information minus self multi- 
plied by activity divided by each member équals an ideal 
missionary society.’ And the delegate writing her report 
to the Woman's Missionary Advocate of September, . 
1894, naively adds: ‘I am sure a wonderful revolution 
would follow the adoption and conscientious solution of 
this problem.” 

The observant reader will perceive that “ confi- 
dence and faith in the prayers” exactly equals the 
amount of the enthusiasm and information of the 
members, multiplied by their activity. God is en- 
tirely left out of the equation, which goes to show 
that some missionary Christians are getting their 
eyes open to the fact that it is hard work that 
counts and that prayer is purely ornamental. 
There is progress, spite of all our pessimism. 


If all courts should take the impartial view of 
gambling operations that Judge Van Syckel of the 
Union county (New Jersey) court does, it is possible 
that our Christian friends would not be so zealous 
in their legal warfare on gambling, including lot- 
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teries. This judge instructed the grand jury that 
the church practice of holding drawings for prizes 
is as-clearly a violation of the law against lotteries 
as is race-track pool selling. He read to them the 
program of a fair held in St. Joseph’s church at 
Plainfield and charged the jurors to investigate it. 
When the officers of the state cease to regard the 
church as a sacred institution and its mouthpieces 
as superior beings, having rights greater than 
ordinary citizens and a paramount initiativ in law- 
making, we shall hav fewer and better laws, and 
consequently less “crime” and surer punishment 
of real crime, thus giving to all tre people greater 
security and prosperity. i 


Doc O M pnn EN 

The upper house of the Hungarian Diet passed 
by three majority the bill granting freedom of re- 
ligious worship to all beliefs. Cardinal Schlauch, 
the Servian patriarch, and the Roumanian and or- 
thodox bishops opposed the measure, declaring 
that the proposals of the government would ruin 
society and the state. How familiar that sounds! 
With rare exceptions, the priests are sure that 
every measure enlarging the bounds of liberty by 
putting all religions on an equality before the law 
is going to bring the heavens down with a crash 
and drop everybody intọ the bottomless depths of 
eternal ruin. That is what the. Sunday-law people 
think is going to happen if there are not statutes 
making it a crime to go anywhere except to church 
on Sunday. When the hitherto most priest-ridden 
nations of Europe are coming out into the light 
shall we go back into the blackness of medievalism 
at the command of the Presbyterians of Pennsyl- 
vania and the Universalist Dr. Miner, of Massa- 
chusetts ? 


President Charles W. Eliot, of Harvard College, 
writing in the Forum under the head, “ Reasons 
Why the American Republic May Endure,” says 
that the first moral cause of permanence is the 
principle of religious toleration, putinto practice here 
for the first time on a large scale. He sums up the 
question in these words: “On one of the ltabest of 
the watergate at Chicago was written this sentence: 
‘ Toleration in religion the best fruit of the last four 
centuries.’ This statement is no exaggeration, but 
the literal truth. Toleration in religion is abso- 
lutely the best fruit of all the public struggles, 
labors, and sorrows the nations hav borne during 
the last four centuries.” Assuming that by “ tol- 
eration” is always meant the condition of freedom 
to worship or not worship, enjoyed equally by all 
citizens, and it is no doubt true that President 
Eliot is right. In view of this fact, what are we to 
think of the political Christian party, which is doing 
all it possibly can to destroy this best fruit of the 
last four centuries? Is it not the enemy of the re- 
public, of morality, of liberty, of humanity? It is. 


Criticising the mayor of Waterbury, Connecticut, 


who received & Catholic dignitary in an official way 
and took occasion to utter some words in praise of 
that church, the Christian Advocate observes : 

‘The reader may say: ‘ What is there objectionable in 
all this? Would you object if an eminent Protestant 
dignitary were to visit a certain city and be received in 
this way?’ Certainly not, if he were not received in his 
capacity as an envoy from some foreign government, or 
if the public authorities did not take the opportunity to 
praise his church, or he did not take the opportunity to 
aggrandize his church in any way, or appear in the uni- 
form and official robes of a particular religious commu- 
nion.” 

That is excellent, so far as it goes, but we do not 
need to tell our readers that it does not go far 
enough. Will Dr. Buckley hav the fairness and 
courage to say to his Christian subscribers that 
when an official publicly receives a clergyman or 
church officer he should not take the opportunity 
to praise Christianity nor should the churchman 
take the opportunity to aggrandize Christianity or 
any other religion in any way? We respectfully 
ask the editor of the Christian Advocate to answer 
this question in his paper. We wish to know just 
how far he goes in defense of equal rights in re- 
ligion. 


The Catholic writer who has been criticising 
« The Policy of the Pope,” in contributions to the 


Contemporary Review, entitles his last article 


“ Theological Book-Keeping by Double Entry," and 
in it he tells how differently his positions hav been 
antagonized in England and in other countries. 
Catholics writing for the English public hav met 
him with argument, while those abroad writing for 
Catholics hav denounced him as a blasphemer. 
shows that there is a strong undercurrent of an- 
tagonism to Bibliolatry in the Catholic church, and 
he closes his article with an application to Catholi- 
cism of the following quotation from Abu I’ ala, the 
Freethinking Arabic poet: 


He 


‘Its types of men are two: Gifted the one with faith, 
But wholly lacking reason; 
In judgment rich the other, whose faith 
Has vanished into air." 


This is equivalent to saying that nominal Catho- 


lios who are rich in the capacity for judging accu- 
rately hav no faith in the pretensions of the church, 
while those gifted with faith in its dogmas are un- 
&ble to reason. 
strongly than that, although we should hav made 
the observation more general in its scope. 
not to be wondered at that this gentleman writes 
anonymously. | 


We could not hav put it any more 


It is 


' Joshua S. Helmer, late president of the Mer- 
chants’ bank of Lockport, New York, has been sen- 


tenced to five years’ imprisonment in Auburn 
prison for bank-wrecking. .He was for many years 


a leading member of the First Presbyterian church 


of Lockport, and at the time of his conviction was the 


treasurer of that institution. He was also famous 
for his long prayers in Sunday-school. He is re- 
ceiving much sympathy from his wealthy church 
friends because it has in some way been made 
known to the public that he and his wife expected 
that he would receive the full term of ten years and 
spent in prayer the day before sentence was pro- 
nounced. As the hour of sentence approached they 
announced “that it was all for the best, that the 
Lord had summoned Joshua to go to prison for his 
glory.” Sosays the Niagara Falls Cataract. Noth- 
ing is said about the probability that it would hav 
much more redounded to the “ glory of God” if he 
had given Joshua strength enough to be an honest 
man. Besides, it would hav been better for 
the bank’s depositors, and they would not hav felt 
impelled to gather in a “hostil mob” at the court- 
house door. It is not likely that those poor people 
are fooled by the cant about going to prison for 
God's glory. 


“A people without faith in a God, and indifferent about 
observance of the moral law, is already rotten to the core 
and ready for that besom of destruction which will cer- 
tainly sweep them into the vortex of a dishonored 
oblivion." —Zichmond Times. 


Why do you reason that a people without faith in 


a God is *rotten:to the core” when, individually 


considered, Atheists and Agnostics are, to state it 


very mildly, as good as their Christian neighbors? 
Candid Christians themselvs admit that this is so, 
and as the whole is simply the sum of the parts, 
what is to prevent a nation composed of those 
without faith in the ghosts of theology comparing 
favorably in every respect with Christian or other 
Theistic nations? When you talk of “the moral 
law,” what moral law do you mean? That of the 
church? The moral law is an evolution, not & rev- 
elation, and it is subject to a continuous although 
a very slow modification as man’s experience widens 
and his conseience thereby becomes attuned to 
clearer and nobler harmonies of liberty, justice, and 
equity. The church has attempted to appropriate 
as her personal property that which humanity as & 
whole has gathered in sorrow and pain in the long 
and devious march upward from the ancestry that 
was not human. In so far as the church accepts 
and defends the best results of that interminable 
struggle, the naturist has no quarrel with her, but 
when she attempts to make her unprovable theo- 
logical assumptions a part of the civil law he must 
and will assail her pretensions and expose her self- 
seeking schemes. 


ne 
Senator White of California, in a recent speech at 
Los Angeles, in protesting against religious intol- 
erance and proscription for opinion's sake, recalled 


the fact that when Thomas Jefferson approached 
the sunset shores of life he dictated his own epitaph 
in these words: i 

“ Here lies Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declars- 
tion of Independence, of the statute of Virginia for relig- 
ious freedom, and father of the University of Virginia.” 

Senator White added: “Not one word did he 
suggest indicating that he had ever held any titular 
honors." This Revolutionary Freethinker was con- 
tent that posterity should know him as the friend 
of political liberty, of religious freedom, of educa- 
tion. His labors for these should guarantee him 
the immortality of enduring fame, but he saw 
clearly that political notoriety is equivocal and 
ephemeral. Thomas Jefferson is remembered not 


because he was president, but because he was a 
thinker and a champion of equal liberty. Had he 


been a theocratic Christian, striving to make church 
and state one, he would now.be forgotten or re- 
membered only to be cursed. All that is good in 
our Constitution and laws, excepting only the 
amendments eliminating chattel slavery, was put 
there by the Secularist fathers of the republic, and 
had Jefferson and Paine been heeded there would 
hav been no need for those amendments nor for the 
terrible war that pricked them into the Constitution 
with bayonet points. If we permit the Christian 
church to intrench itself in the organic law of the 
republic it will take & more fearful war than the 
Civil Conflict to drive it out again. Don’t let it in. 


Freethought Federation—Treasurer’s Report. 


Again we say to friends, Please send in names 
Help us to distribute the programs of the Congress, 
We purpose sending five thousand copies over the 
country, with the Demands of Liberalism, the prin- 
ciples of American government, etc. We desire, if 
possible, to make everybody know that there is to 
be a Freethought Congress. The contributions 
are coming in generously. Remember we need the 
* ginews of war” not only for the Congress itself, 
but for work hereafter. Here in Chicago and else- 
where the churches are making great efforts to en- 
force a puritanic Sabbath. We must oppose them. 


John Kane.............. $100 A.M. Dickson......... 2 00 
Wm. Raishleigh....... 1 00  G. Linooln............... 10 00 
Alex. Ohegne........... 100 Joshua Orowell........ 1 00 
J. H. Coo ^. 25 Nick Gaertner......... 1 00 
Wm. Doose.............- 100 P. Britt.................. . 200 
J. P. Miller............ 100 Max Maller............. 1 00 
F. Grant.................. 100 Hon. T. Cameron... 1 00 
O. B. Grant.............. 1 00 Thos. Kinney.......... 50 
Clyde Grant............ 100 O. B. Rouss............ E 00 
Luella K. Webster... 1 00 Mrs. L. W. Loutzen- 

D. Millard............... 1 00 hiser..................--. 00 
J. P. Langley.......... 100 L.A. Griswold......... 1 00 
Johnathan Wells...... 100 G. T. Conaway......... 1 00 
B. Anderson............ 00 Ohas. Henshaw........ 1 00 


E. C. Reronwarp, Secretary and Treasurer, 
234 South Water st., Chicago. 


A Pious Falsehood. 
From the New York. World. 

In the World of this morning, in the article 
about the death of Governor Curtin, is the follow- 
ing: 

Mr. Ourtin had no patience with anyone who did not 
believe in the Bible. Once when personally requested 
by Colonel Ingersoll to sit on the stage during one of 
the Oolonel’s lectures he flatly refused to even attend the 
lecture. 

There is not the slightest truth in this statement. 
I never requested Governor Curtin to sit on the 
stage during one of my lectures. I never invited 
him to attend one of my lectures. I never spoke 
to him about one of my lectures. I never invited a 
human being to attend one of my lectures. The 
story is simply a “pious falsehood.” 

New York, Oct. 8th. R. Q. INGERSOLL. 


A e a eet Se 
Lectures and Meetings. 


Franzu Srerner writes from Fargo, N. D., October 
4th: “I am here and gave two lectures last Sunday. The 
Unitarian church here is practically a Liberal organiza- 
tion. They hav no prayers and no Bible reading. The 
preacher introduced me a£ all the lectures.” E 


Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German. Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'elock. Program for Octeber: 

Oct. 12th—‘‘A Helpmeet to Man." Gen. E. M. Lee. 

Oct. i9th—'''The Nude in Art." By the Editor of the 
Art Critic. 

Oot. 26th—‘‘ Politics.” T. B. Wakeman. 

Ta Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Knabe Hall, 26 W. Fourth st., Cincinnati. r. John 
R. Charlesworth will lecture during October upon the 
following subjects: "nm 
October 14th—'* The Birth and Growth of Religions. 2 
October 21st—‘‘The World and its Gods.” 


| October 28th—'‘ What the Bible bas done for Woman, 4 
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Communications. 


Hav Women a Place in Heaven? 


For past ages the silent though common opinion 
of Christians has certainly obtained that both men 
and women (i. e., good ones) enter, in the next 
world, -into the same “blessed abode of eternal 
rest.” 

Now the Bible, clearly, is the only authentic 
authority to which we can appeal in proving, either 
affirmativly or negativly, the question, “Hav 
women & placein heaven?” For since a knowledge 
of heaven is made known to us through the scrip- 
tures only, it is very evident that the scriptures 
alone can giv us any well authenticated account of 
the “future state.” Hence to the scriptures we 
must go. And if the scriptures be true (as all good 
Christian men must believe them to be), then what 
they reveal, no matter whether this revelation 
clashes with the common opinions of men or not, 
must be true; since what is revealed is the “ di- 
vine word of God.” From the Bible then, we dis- 
close the statement, somewhat startling at first, 
that women hav no place in that heaven which God 
has promised to all those good and faithful men 
that do his will. 

In the first place, woman has no place in that 
heaven which God has promised to man, because 
the very purpose for which God created her proves 
this to be true. This purpose was twofold: First, 
to be a“ helpmeet " or “ companion” to lonely man; 
secondly, to be united to him for the grand object 
of multiplying his seed. 

The first purpose of woman’s creation is shown 
in Genesis ii, 18: “And the Lord God said, It is 
not good that man should be alone; I will make 
him an helpmeet for him.” 

Now the word “helpmeet” (or helpmate, a cor- 
ruption of the former) is a compound of the simple 
terms ** help" and “ meet," and means, according to 
the only acceptation of the word, a partner, a com- 
panion, or a wife. The term “help” means “aid” 
or “assistant ;” the term “ meet" means “ to unite ” 
or “join.” Hence the literal meaning of the word 
is one who “meets” or “joins” another to “help” 
or “assist ” him. But it does not mean, as many 
erroneously suppose, that woman, because she be- 
came “a companion " or “a helpmeet” to man, was 
to share equally with him the rights of swaying do- 
minion over the earth or of glorifying God. The 
very contrary obtained. For God, in cursing the 
woman after “the fall,” explicitly says to her, “Thy 
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule 
over thee” (Gen. iii, 16). Thus was woman first 
married to man by divine institution. 

Atter “the fall,” however, woman was ordained 
to serve man in a second capacity or purpose. “In 
sorrow she was to bring forth children” (Gen. iii, 
16). Cain and Abel were the first born of woman- 
kind, and Eve who bore them now attained the 
pinnacle of her creation. Woman, thenceforth, was 
to serve man principally in this second capacity of 
multiplying his seed. And thus the consummation 
of her second marriage with man marks out def- 
initly the two great and only purposes of her crea- 
tion. 

Marriage, then, has a double meaning. In the 
first marriage (i. e., before “the fall") it means 
*helpmeet" or “aid.” In the second (i. e, after 
“ the fall”) it means the * bringing forth children.” 
When, then, we employ the word marriage, we mean 
to assert, always, that in these two senses only can 
the word be ever interpreted. 

Now we know, positivly, that in heaven woman 
is not given in marriage to man, for in the thirty- 
fifth verse of the twentieth chapter, according to 
the gospel of St. Luke, wherein the Sadducees 
question our Lord about the woman who married 
seven brethren, we hav in the answer of our Lord the 
following strong testimony: “And Jesus, answering, 
said unto them, The children of this world marry 
&nd are given in marriage, but they which shall be 
accounted worthy to obtain that world and the res- 
urrection from the dead neither marry nor are given 
in marriage.” 

If, then we suppose a woman to hava place in 
heaven, the question would naturally arise, For what 
purpose has she a place there? Is her purpose in 
heaven to be ‘“‘an helpmeet” to man? Assuredly 
not. For this would imply her being married to 
man. Again, is it forthe purpose of bringing forth 
children to man? Assuredly not. Because this 
would also imply her being married to man. Lastly, 
is her purpose in heaven to glorify God? Most 
dogmatically not, for this right is the exclusiv right 
of men alone. ‘For a man indeed ought not to 
cover his head, forasmuch às he [and he.alone] is 
the image and glory of God: but the woman is the 
glory of the man” (1 Cor. xi, 7), l 


For what purpose, then, could woman haya place 
in heaven? Evidently for none at all. But God, 
as we all know, does nothing without a purpose 
(Rom. viii, 28); hence we are unavoidably driven to 
the one conclusion that the only purpose of woman’s 
creation was an earthly one, and consequently she 
ean hav no place in that heaven which God has 
promised to all good and faithful men. 

Secondly, woman has no place in heaven, because 
the very fact that she was made of the rib of man is 
a proof of this. God did not form woman as he did 
man. Man he made of the dust of the ground, and 
“breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
man became a living soul” (Gen. ii, 7). But the 
woman he made of the rib of Adam, “bone of his 
bone, and flesh of his flesh," after he had caused 
Adam to fall into a deep sleep (Gen. ii, 21). 

From this, then, observe two distinguishing cir- 
cumstances of man's creation: The first is that 
God made man of the dust of the ground; the sec- 
ond that he breathed into his nostrils “ the breath 
of life.” In other words, God imbued man with his 
(God’s) spirit, a thing imperishable. 

Consequently, since God made woman of “the 
rib of man,” as we hav already shown, and man of 
the “dust of the ground,” man and woman are truly 
one in the flesh. But herein lies the dividing line 
in the creation of man and woman: “ God breathed 
into the nostrils of man the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul.” But weare not told that he 
so breathed his spirit into the woman. In fact, we 
are informed just to the contrary that he did not. 
“A man, indeed, ought not to cover his head foras- 
much as he [and he alone] is the image of God” (1 
Cor. xi, 7). And here note that the word “image” 
is equivalent in meaning to the word “spirit,” for 
man is the “image” of God in the spirit only (Gen. 
i, 26; John iv, 24). 

Hence, since woman was made of the rib of man, 
and since she was not imbued like man with the 
spirit of God, woman can resemble man in the flesh 
alone. But as the flesh is earthly—for God said 
unto man, * Dust thou art, and unto dust thou 
shalt return” (Gen. iii, 19)—so is the woman 
earthly. And as the flesh perishes with the body, 
so must the woman, also. Consequently, she cannot 
hav a place in that heaven which God has promised 
to man, “where neither moth nor rust [?. e., the 
flesh} doth corrupt, nor where thieves break through 
and steal” (Matt. vi, 19). 

Thirdly and lastly, woman has no place in that 
heaven which God has promised to man, because no 
particular mention is made in the Bible of her hav- 
ing a place there. In the scriptures, all passages 
in which heaven is alluded to are either general in 
meaning (2. e., the general term “man” is used or 
understood), or else the mention of heaven is made 
to some individual man or men. Thus, for instance, 
we are told in the Old Testament that Enoch was 
translated into heaven (Gen. v, 24); and that 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by faith were each 
promised a future place in “the blessed abode” 
(Heb. xi, 9,10, 16). But with respect to woman, 
no such particular mention (or even reference) 
throughout the Bible is niade of her having a place 
in heaven. ; 

Now an objection, apparent at first sight, at 
once springs up against this statement. It is that 
the man includes the woman, or, in other words, 
that in the use of the word or term “ man,” we are 
to understand that a reference to woman is made, 
because the woman is part of the man, and because 
sometimes the general term man may be employed 
to denote woman also. But on more profound 
thought, we shall clearly see that this objection at 
most is very weak. Woman, it is true, is part of 
the man, but only as regards the flesh. In particu- 
lar cases, then, the term man may include the 
woman, but only so far as regards matters of this 
world. 

The fact that woman is excluded from taking part 
at any ceremonies of the church, excludes her from 
being included in the general term man when 
reference to such matters is made. “Let your 
women keep silence in the church; for it is not per- 
mitted unto them to speak, but they are commgnded 
to be under obedience as also saith the law ” (1 Cor. 
14, 34). Again, the fact that woman is told to con- 
sider man, not Christ, as her Lord, excludes her 
from being included in the general term man, when 
spiritual affairs are alluded to: * Wives, submit 
yourselvs unto your husbands as unto the Lord. 
For the husband is head of the wife, even as Christ 
is head of the church; and he [i. e, the man] is 
savior of the body. "Therefore, as the church [and 
here observe that the word “church” is equivalent 
in meaning to the term. *man"].is-subject unto 
Christ, so let the wives be unto their own husbands 
in everything " (Eph. v, 22). - Now, the mar being 
lord, it would be absurd to suppose that what. was 


addressed to him would be understood to be ad-' 


dressed to the woman also. As justly might we say 
that when God addresses Christ, his. son, he ad. 
dresses man, the servant of Christ. “The servant, . 
surely, is not greater than [nor equal to] his master” 
(John xiii, 16). Consequently, the objection raised 
carries with it no weight whatsoever. 

Now the proof that woman has'no place in heaven 
because in the Bible no particular mention is made 
with reference to her having a place there, lies in 
the fact that, throughout the Bible, in all other 
points of importance, God makes particular men- 
tion (as he always does to man) of that which he 
wishes woman to clearly understand. Thus, after 
«the fall" as we hav before quoted, God, in curs- 
ing both the man and the woman, addresses each 
separately, specifying, explicitly, the punishments 
both are to suffer for their transgressions. (Gen. 
iii, 16-19). Again, in regard to woman's duties 
towards man and man’s duties towards woman, 
God addresses both separately, and particularizes 
his commands to each. (Titus ii) . 

But when Christ touches upon heavenly things 
in conversing with the woman of Samaria, as re- 
lated in the fourth chapter of St. John, the disci- 
ples, on finding him thus conversing with a woman 
at all, express the greatest surprise: “And upon 
this came his disciples and marveled that he talked 
with the woman; yet no man said [to the woman] 
what seekest thou? or [to the Christ] why talkest 
thou with her?” 

Is it, then, not exceedingly significant that God 
has made no particular mention in the Bible, either 
affirmativly or negativly, as to whether woman has 
a place in heaven? Why has he done so on all 
other subjects. of importance, and not on this? 
Why does he (manifestly on purpose) omit making 
particular mention of woman’s having a place in 
heaven, if he ordained her to hav a place there? 

Fartz L. Scumrpt, JR. 


The Thumbserew and Rack. 


Tux Trota SerxER has already introduced its 
readers to the medieval torture instruments col- 
lected from various nations of Europe and exhibited 
in the royal castle of Nuremberg, and recently to be 
seen on Twenty-third street in this city. It is a 
very impressiv exhibit, and the lecturer informed us 
that every one of the instruments is original and 
has done its deadly work. In these torture de- 
viees are recorded the social, political, moral, and 
religious history of the Christian nations of the 
Old World frem the dark ages down: to the begin- 
ning of the present century. They show what an 
unlucky thing it was to be born & human being 
during the early and medieval period of the Chris- 
tian era. Every Freethinker, especially the cartoon- 
ist, Watson Heston, ought to be able to inspect 
this collection, as there is in it evidence enough, if 
properly promulgated, to blow all of the ecclesias- 
tical dross off society. 

The hand of God never wrote on tables of stone 
in characters more easily read than are these iron 
barbs, thumbscrews, beheading swords, and axes. 
To see this collection enables one to better appre- 
ciate our own times and the effectiv labors of Vol- 
taire and the other mighty Freethinkers who never 
let humanity or the church rest as long as there 
were wrongs to be redressed. 

Three little holes in the blade of a beheading ax 
or sword to signify the trinity, or carved picturés 
of saints on the swords, and inscriptions, reading, 

I stand under God to execute aright, 
Jesus, thou art the Judge and I the servant; 
or, 

í O God, take this sinner into thy kingdom, 

That he may know happiness, 


are evidence that has not been perverted by the 
prejudice of historians or the inclination of the 
church to hide its wickedness and folly, but speaks 
to us more plainly of the sufferings of our fore- 
fathers through religious delusions, than will the 
monuments Christian sentiment now erecis, telling 
of the continued potency of God, speak to genera- 
tions.as yet unborn. 

As a comet floats into our solar system from the 
depths of space, so this instructiv collection from 
the ages of the past, and telling its own story, has 
come tous. To be at this exhibition and reflect 
upon the history recorded thereby, is like standing 
on a mountain peak and looking back over a sea of 
blood troubled by the cries of the agonized. To 
know that these instruments exist is to be conscious 
of what a whirlwind of agony the god of Abraham 
has sown among the children of men, and what 
efforts it has been necessary to exert to extricate 
the human race from supernatural rule and to dis- 
pel the delusion. of the divine right of kings to 
govern man’s actions. a. 

As with horror, we, who by mere circumstance of 
time hav escaped actual participation in those 
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scenes of torment, look back upon the dark ages of 
the past, which was the period of the greatest relig- 
ious glory of the nations of the Old World, so with 
feelings of satisfaction do we occasionally catch 
glimpses, indicated by the finger of science and 
of humanity, of a century coming when science, 
reason, and justice will make this life a comfort and 
joy to all. In those days the fires of the Christian 
hell will terrify no more and education will make it 
impossible for a set of intellectually dishonest m:n, 
claiming to represent a supreme and supernatural 
being in the skies, to criminally defraud a large 
portion of the human family of the comforts and 
happiness this life affords, by promising them man- 
sions in the skies. providing certain unreasonable 
conditions be fulfilled on earth. Man becomes 
civilized and capable of happiness just in propor- 
tion as he throws off the supernatural beliefs, which, 
serpent-like, are entwined about him while yet in 
the cradle of innocence and helplessness. 

Those who seek the truth must credit the church 
with any good it has done, and not accuse it of 
crimes Of which it is not guilty. Iam indebted to 
the Encyclopedia Britannica for much of the data 
in the following: 

The nations of antiquity before the time of the 
Christian propaganda practiced some tortures, the 
scourge and branding-iron probably being the old- 
est devices, although the pagan nations’ sense of 
mercy never prompted them to devise many of the 
terrifying instruments of this collection. None but 
an inspired mind could invent the Iron Maiden, or 
at least minds in communion with the heartless 
Jehovah of the Old Testament. Under divine 
guidance human tortures grew fiercer and of more 
frequent application. Of European nations, Italy 
has the reputation of having practiced the most 
cruel tortures, while Ireland was the most free 
from them. In Athens slaves and resident aliens 
were tortured, but not free citizens. In the early 
part of the fourth century in Rome a person of any 
rank was tortured for treason or sorcery. A woman 
who had poisoned her husband could be tortured, 
but not until all of her slaves were first put through 
that ordeal. Security had to be given for the value 
of a slave, unless the torture was sanctioned by his 
master. l 

In the year 315 Constantine abolished crucifixion 
as a punishment, in m:mory of the death of Christ 
who was crucified for mankind. I havoften looked 
at the large picture of Justinian with a slave bow. 
ing in his presence, in the Museum of Art in Cen- 
tral Park, and hav now discovered that the reason 
the Christian perpetuate his memory in art is be- 


progress toward death; the drunkards’ wooden 
cloak; windlasses for stretching on the rack; the 
scavenger’s daughter, or compressing irons; gauze 
bags for placing in the mouth and forcing into 
the stomach by pouring on water; the gallows; 
weights for fastening to the feet while being sus- 
pended by a thumb; hooks for flaying alive; and 
many others equally cruel, while the torture estab- 
lishment, presided over by tke orthodox devil of 
one nation or sect which is the god of another, con- 
sists of fire, brimstone, and according to Heston, a 
three-tined pitchfork. Such gentle punishments as 
the above are not to be wondered at when we call 
to mind that a portion of the frame work upon 
which the Christian religion rests, is that of the 
brutal murder of their own God. To draw the 
butcher’s blade across the throat of an animal is a 
deed of mercy in comparison with some of these 
tortures. 

We now turn from the tortures of the body to 
those inflicted upon the mind. It will be found a 
pleasant diversion from the foregoing. There are 
many masks in the collection, which, if not put on 
in a heated condition and not burdensome to carry, 
would torture the pride more than the body. These 
masks are iron, and in a variety of forms, many of 
which are ludicrous. A lazy ne’er-do-well, for the 
improvement of his ambition, was compelled to 
wear a mask with an ass'slong ears. Scolding wasa 
terrible offense in centuries past, and there are 
many appliances for dealing with such cases. One 
is the scold’s collar, two feet in diameter, wooden, 
and a hole in the center for the neck. This was 
placed on a scold’s shoulders and as she was led up 
and down the streets about two dozen small bells 
attached to the wooden ruff attracted attention to 
her. Such a device might hav been welcomed by 
Rip Van Winkle. 

One ingenious plan for placing two scolds who 
had fallen out with each other on a friendly footing 
was as follows: They were yoked together. A large 
wooden soup or stew bowl, holding nearly as much 
as an ordinary pail, was placed in front of them. 
Only one spcon was provided for the two. One 
hand of each was fastened and one was free. As 
they remained unfriendly and did not eat their hun- 
ger increased. When finally they began eating out 
of the same bowl and spoon, one then the other, it 
was taken as a sign of returning affection. 

If a woman had two or more husbands at the 
same time, she was led on exhibition through the 
streets wearing the drunkard’s cloak. This cloak 
resembles a barrel, with straight staves, one end 
entirely open and in the other end an opening large 


eause he made liable to torture and banishment | enough for the neck. 


any person insulting a bishop or priest in a church. 

In the fourth century heresy took the place of 
treason, it being regarded as a sind of treason 
against God. When one of the clergymen made 
himself liable to hav his orthodoxy inquired into 
by barbs of iron, or for any sentence pronounced 
upon him by a civil tribunal, he was secured im- 
munity from torture. In 1252 Innocent IV. 
directed the civil powers to torture heretics as 
murderers and robbers of souls and thieves of the 
sacraments of God. The church taught its follow- 
ers that it was no sin for them to inflict torture, 
although priests might not do so with their own 
hands. 

One Von Halen was tortured in Spain as late as 
1817. In the United States a Giles Cory of Salem, 
in 1692, was tortured because of his refusal.to plead 
when arraigned on the charge of witchcraft. In 
1816 a papal bull decreed that torture should cease. 
At about this time the devil probably held a con- 
sultation with God and induced him to repent and 
promis to soften his harsh methods of securing fol- 
lowers; whereupon a telegram was sent from the 
celestial throne to the terrestrial, announcing the 
glad tidings. 

The torture chambers of these saintly sinners, as 
far as real agony was concerned, were in direct line 
with the Christian idea of a hell of eternal torment, 
only the instruments of one were the rack; the 
wheel; the Spanish donkey; thumbscrews; be- 
heading swords and axes; the iron virgin; devices 
for crushing the bones out of the arms and legs; 
pincers for pulling out tongues; boots filled with 
hot water or molten lead; the cradle of unrest, the 
sides and head-rest of which are filled with barbs; 
heavy weights for fastening about the neck; the 
ducking cage for bakers who dealt in short weights ; 
shame masks to be worn at the same time that 
images of dragons were held in the hands; iron 
collars set inside and on all sides with spikes; bar- 
rels barbed inside, in which the victim was rolled 
down hill; stocks; shackles; branding irons; the 
stake ; the scourge; cat-o’-nine tails; cages in which 
people were suspended in the air and left to starve, 
while mocking images were occasionally sent up on 
wires to ascertain the victim's condition and his 


_If a couple became too “susceptible,” which is a 
charge the church occasionally prefers against a 
minister in these days, they were placed side by 
side in a wooden yoke, like that worn by cattle, and 
driven through the public streets, or stationed in a 
market place. This argument supplied what Chris- 
tianity lacked to make penple moral. One yoke in 
the Nuremberg collection has the ropes still attached. 
The parents of a child born out of wedlock were 
yoked together and made to carry water to the top 
of a hill. l 

When the noble Freethinkers, Thomas Paine, 
Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and others 
of that school, were laying the foundation upon 
which to build a future mighty nation, they without 
doubt had in mind these terrible torture devices 
when they wisely inserted in the United States Con- 
stitution, “Cruel and unusual punishments shall 
not be inflicted.” And as long as God is kept out 
of the Constitution it will be possible to keep com- 
mon sense in, which means the impossibility of ever 
reinstating the inquisition arguments for making 
Christians. Is it any wonder that such a God was 
left out of our Constitution? Christianity in the 
face of this record should crouchin the dust instead 
of flaunting its claims upon the descendants of those 
who suffered and finally compelled religious devotees 
to somewhat soften their harsh beliefs and methods. 
The church to day is the product and direct de- 
scendant of the church of the Inquisition, and the 
welfare of humanity demands men of the same prin- 
ciples and attitude on the subject of religion as the 
Liberals who founded this government, to stand 
guard over the people’s rights, in the council cham- 
bers and out, and to direct the destiny of this re- 
public. 

Likewise our Constitution declares, “No person 

shall be compelled in any criminal proceed- 

ing to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived. 

of life, liberty, or property without due process of 

[law." The meaning of this provision in our Con- 
stitution is well understood when we remember 

that suspects were tortured’ by such ingenious de- 

‘vices for the purpose of compelling them to confess 
their guilt. They were tortured to make them con- 

fess, and if they did confess they were tortured as 


just punishment; hence, there was no escape from 
divine wrath after & suspect, fleeing, once got a 
barbed iron collar or ring on the end of a long staff 
slipped around his neck, and. was afterward 
arraigned before a tribunal of divine justice for the 
pronouncing of the character and duration of his 
punishment. 

. The Magna Charta, year 1214, indicates the pos- 
sibility of our race, even at that late date, or call it 
early, if preferred—to emerge from a vicious super- 
stition, when it declares, * We will sell, or deny, or 
defer right or justice to no man." ‘The final es- 
tablishment of the jury system, whereby the right 
to decide upon a person's innocence or guilt was 
taken away from an arbitrary judge and placed in 
the hands of a body of everyday citizens, has done 
much to establish justice and civilize our race. T'he 
civilizing influence of the courts to-day is far in ex- 
cess of that of the church, and one conscientious, 
able lawyer who interprets our Constitution and 
laws on the basis of reason, and justice, is of far 
greater benefit to the community than many monks, 
priests, and popes daily on their knees, repeating 
their prayers to dead men, whom they call saints. 

The lecturer who accompanies this exhibition 
speaks of the civilizing influence of America in caus- 
ing the downfall of torture, as follows: 

* During the period when torture existed in Eu- 
rope, many works were written against it. Any 
person who openly assaulted the customs of the 
times endangered his life. It was a very difficult 
thing to get works, when written and translated, 
printed. Many of the works were brought to 
America, printed in Philadelphia, and then taken 
back to Europe and secretly distributed." 

After the battle of Waterloo, crities of affairs in 
England considered republicanism and Atheism 
crimes of the same degree. Republicanism bas 
triumphed in America, and Atheism, which means 
only common sense, is sure to triumph in America 
sooner or later. With no tens of thousands 
of platforms propagating it, still it is probably 
growing faster than all religious denominations 
combined. The spirit of thé times in America is to 
think away from the supernatural beliefs of the 
church. Those preachers who are the most liberal 
in their views attract the most attention. If the 
church wants to perpetuate itself, it must oppose 
scientific education, as it is a well-known fact that 
the cultured and educated classes both in America 
and the foremost nations of Europe hav prac- 
tically abandoned Christianity. It is only the 
less prosperous that can be made to believe there is 
anything to be gained by attachment to the church. 
Already, we occasionally hear predictions from the 
pulpit that America is about to enter upon a cen- 
tury of Atheism, and a foremost Christian minister 
and college professor says we are living in the age 
of the decline of the Christian church. 

If free government should fail in this country, 
and with no undiscovered continent where men 
could flee to escape the tyranny of the church, as 
when the first colonists settled America, and if the 
church of God should again get the control of 
education and civil government, then, as rapidly as 
time would permit, civilization would go back to 
where it was when the scientists in the early part 
of the seventeenth century began promulgating 
their scientific discoveries, and for which theolo- 
gians, because of their hatred of discoveries which 
overthrew their ignorant teachings, tortured, im- 
prisoned, and put to death the discoverers. The 
World’s Fair at Chicago shows that man now is re- 
joicing in scientific progress and Freethought, 
while these torture devices show how men thought 
and acted when God controlled man’s actions very 
much more than he does now, and, let us hope, 
ever will again. History proves that the star of 
hope of the human race is science and not the star 
of Bethlehem. The practical application of dis- 
coveries in electricity alone has probably done more 
in the short period of fifty years to civilize man than 
the church has done in nineteen hundred years. 

In conclusion, the solemnity of this exhibition 
exceeds that of the open grave. When a victim 
was ready for the grave, his sufferings for the sake 
of his private opinions and for mankind were ended. 
We see what a tragic stage our ancestors acted 
upon. If the drama of life is more human now 
than in centuries past, it is not because those on 
the stage now hav brought the improved conditions 
about, but we are enjoying the liberties paid for by 
the blood of those who confronted these deadly in- 
struments. Public sentiment now would rebel with 
one accord against applying any of these tortures 
to even a dumb brute. Contrast the customs of 
the present times with those of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, and they show as plainly as 
daylight differs from darknesss that there is some- 
thing in human nature that impels men onward to 
a more perfect system of life. 
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Shall cease to be in evidence at night; 
When youths let go who hav a cinch, and when 
Virtue departs from honored names; why, then, 
But not till then, shall men our names forget, 
You bet! 


We rejoice at the progress our race has made, 
but the joy is not unalloyed. If the clouds of 
superstition were all swept away we could say to 
generations unborn, “The path is clear, press on- 
ward and develop more and more perfect civiliza- 
tions on the basis of the religion of man.” But ah! 
there is work for Freethinkers still to do before 
nations will be kept in a state of peace by the love 
of man for man, instead of by fear of an eternal 
torture establishment in the skies. 

Side by side on Twenty-third street are two 
buildings. In one are the surviving witnesses 
of an age of darkness and tyranny; in the other, 
which is surmounted by a cross, people are taught as 
true the same faith that made the existence of these 
torture instruments possible. After viewing these 
beheading swords and axes, perforated with three 
small holes to signify the trinity, and inscribed to 
show that cutting off heads is pleasing to God, it 
does not giv a humanitarian a pleasant feelirg to 
pass upon the street and see a procession four or 
five blocks long, of little boys, some of them mere 
babies, marching after a base-drum lettered, *« Mis- 
sion of the Immaculate Virgin.” Those innocents 
learn early enough in life what a virgin is, without 
making a specialty of teaching it to them as soon 
as they get one foot out of the cradle. But as for 
their understanding what an “immaculate virgin ” 
is, it is enough to dwarf their intelleetual develop- 
ment. 

Although the clouds of superstition are still 
hanging over us, it is satisfactory to know that the 
people generally of America are better than their 
Bibles and religious creeds. They hav unconsciously 
outgrown them. And when the church members 
awaken to the fact that they are better than the 
old beheading God of the Hebrews and of the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries, they will arise in 
the light of their discovery and break down their 
old idols and create new ones that are more nearly 
up to date. The present God would do for the 
next devil. When priests and preachers finally 
discover that it is just as possible for men to 
prephesy now as it was three thousand years ago, 
and that there are just as inspired writers now as 
then, it may be possible for them to write a new 
* Word of God” that will meet all the requirements 
of the old one now existing, and that will meet all 
the requirements of the old one now existing, and 
that will be free from accounts of slaughter, polyg- 
amy, and debauchery, and more nearly geologically 
and historically correct. Man, in his progress out 
of savagery, has passed through the torture ages 
founded on the Bible of the God of Abraham. The 
men who write the Bibles for the future must be 
the Thomas Jeffersons, Thomas Huxleys, and the 
Robert G. Ingersolls, for such men know that man 
becomes civilized and capable of happiness just in 
proportion as he throws off his superstitious beliefs. 

Letiytewn D. ORINE. 
——— 


Observations. 


The Rev. Thomas Dixon, Jr., who preaches for 
the Baptists at Twenty-third street and Lexington 
avenue, and also for the Young Men's Christian 
Associstion on Fourth avenue, went fishing a few 
weeks ago, and when he got back he gave the re- 
porters an account of his marvelons catch. It was 
published with illustrations in several journals, and 
was the cause of some envy among fishermen and 
other professional liars. The Sunday after his re- 
turn he met upon the street Dr. Caleb S. Weeks, 
who drew a newspaper on him and asked if he au- 
thorized the statement which it contained. The 
clergyman said that he did, and inquired whether 
the doctor doubted it. Said Dr. Caleb S. Weeks: 
* Before answering your question I should like to 
know in what capacity you spoke when you related 
the yarn.” ‘Why so?" pursued the Rev. Mr. 
Dixon. “For this reason," returned Dr. Caleb S. 
Weeks, “if you told the story as a fisherman I 
might possibly giv it credence; but if it rests only 
on your word as a preacher I am not under obliga- 
tion to believe it.” Whereupon the Rev. Mr. Dixon 
fared thence buried in deep thought, while Dr. 
Caleb S. Weeks went on his way rejoicing. 


That hardened old adversary of truth, Dr. Buck- 
ley, editor of the Methodist Advocate, having ex- 
hausted his stock of offenses against unbelievers, 
has taken to repeating them. He is running 
through his paper a series of articles by the Rev. 
Joseph Pullman on “George Eliot’s Loss of Faith.” 
So far as I hav observed, Dr. Pullman treats the 
subject without meanness ; for which reason Editor 
Buekley deems it essential to explain that he prints 


minous writer ”—thus implying that their truthful- 
ness is not guaranteed. As a further antidote, and 
lest by some oversight of his a just idea of George 
Eliot should be conveyed to the readers of the 


December, 1880, containing the words: “ Mrs. 
Woodhull’s and George Eliot’s morals are identical. 
. Genius cannot sanctify lust. 


Woodhull’s morals or the morals of George Eliot, 
he might be excused for supposing they were the 
same, but he could not be acquitted of lying in 
publishing his supposition as a statement of fact; 
and when, fourteen years later, an opportunity for 
apology and reparation being offered him, he repeats 
his offense instead of repenting it, those who had 
forgiven and forgotten will revive the bad opinion 
they formed about him at that time. No evidence 
has been offered that George Eliot entertained the 
same ideas of marriage that Victoria Woodhull 
advocated ; but thatis not material, for the identity 
of views on marriage is not identity of morals by a 
considerable percentage. To illustrate, Dr. Buck- 
ley and Colonel Breckinridge believe that the church 
and state hay jurisdiction over the connubial rela- 
tion; nevertheless I should not be warranted in 
stating, in the absence of further information with 
regard to the habits of both, that «Dr. Buckley’s 
and Colonel Breckinridge’s morals are identical.” 
That does not follow from the identity of their 
views of marriage, and it would be an actionable 
offense to say that it did. Dr. Buckley is alive, 
while George Eliot is dead. 

The world is acquainted with the facts about 
George Eliot’s marriage with George Henry Lewes. 
I will condense them from the statement of the 
Rev. Mr. Pullman, without changing any of his 
words: 


Lewes had formerly married at an early age a woman 
who deserted him for another man. Subsequently the 
erring wife professed penitence and begged to be re- 
stored to her home. He received her back again. Once 
more she deserted him, and eloped with a worthless para- 
mour. That separated them forever. At that time. the 
laws of England (contrary to the laws of most Christian 
countries) forbade a divorce from a wife if her offense 
had been condoned, even though after a reconciliation 
she had repeated her former wrovgdoing. George Eliot 
was then thirty-three years old and Mr. Lewes thirty- 
five. An attachment sprang up between them that 
ripened into love. An absurd law forbade their marriage. 
They agreed to evade the law, and were united in mar- 
riage. Their subsequent life for a quarter of a century 
proves that the marriage was a true one in all but the 
legal form, 

The Rev. Dr. Buckley’s comment, following this, 
is as repulsivas rape. Hear him: “ Genius cannot 
sanctify lust!” Who said anything about lust? 
Who introduced that subject? The account says 
that their attachment “ripened into love.” If the 
marriage was a true one “in all but the legal form,” 
where did the fault lie—with the matriage or with 
the form? The Rev. Mr. Pullman says the law 
which prevented a legal marriage was absurd and 
“contrary to the laws of most Christian countries.” 
Would Dr. Buckley maintain that there is more 
sanctity in an absurd law than in a true marriage? 
Tn his view, the attachment which ripened into love 
was lust which genius could not sanctify, and as 
attachments which ripen into love usually precede 
marriage, it is to be inferred that he regards in the 
same light the general inclination to mate. This 
lust should be sanctified, he holds, and genius not 
being adequate to the emergency, the ministey or 
the justice must be called in and sanctification 
effected. The happy result is matriage—?. e, sanc- 
tified lust, according to Dr. Buckley. 

The religious editor may hav defined Christian 
marriage more accurately than he intended; still I 
should hesitate to classify it thus broadly. 


“The name of Ernest i i i 
ublie."— Ernest pod ae GF nuova fo tbe L M 
nvestigator. 
Unknown? Great Scott! Well, I guess not. Your name 
And mine, to be forgotten, Fate forbids; 
We are, par excellence, the Freethought kids, 
By kindred doomed to an enduring fame. 
We had the luck to find a set of skids 
For us prepared, and coasted down the rame; 
The hands were dealt when we sat in the game— 
And stranger’s bulge relationship outbids, 
Fall oft I’ve paused to wonder where we'd be 
Without the natural odds we bank on yet; 
We do not reach our predecessor’s knee— 
Alone we ne’er had climbed the pyramids. 
But when the moon, that shines with borrowed light, 


That pastor who through years of doubt has held 
The pulpit of a Brookl sanctuary down, 
And from an eager populace compelled 
The soubriguet of Tabernacle Clown, 
Hath journeyed to antipodean lands— 
Through Australasia now his tones resound, 
Where, in the bush or midst the blazing sands, 
Marsupial quadrupeds in droves abound. 
Few are the vaulters that our soil can boast 


the articles “as the opinion of a student and a lu- 


Advocate, he reprints an editorial from his paper of 


If Dr. Buckley knew nothing about either Victoria 


asked her if she could go to England? 


Whose leaps might conquer, counting hight and length, 


The denizen of that world-distant coast, 


Whose nervous tail lends advantageous strength; 


But, Talmage, all of us are backing you 
In competition with the Kangaroo. 


Some quite singular correspondence was pub- 


lished not long ago in the Agnostic Journal of 


London, England. It was between a gentleman 
signing himself Socialist-Spiritualist and a medium 
whom he addresses as the Countess of Caithness 
and Düchesse de Pompar. The S.-S. calls attention 
to the fact that a dramatic company is touring the 
provinces and presenting a series of living pictures, 
or tableaux vivants, to illustrate a poem entitled 
* Mary, Queen of Scotts.”. The leading lady of the 
company impersonates the unfortunate queen and 
presumably suffers herself to be beheaded in the 
interests of dramatic effect, and is, as the writer 
says of the performance, “singularly well executed.” 
Now the professed object of the Countess’s corre- 
spondent is to find out whether Queen Mary “knows 
of this performance; whether (if she does) she ap- 
proves of its being given; what her opinion is upon 
the representation ; whether there is anything in it 
which, were she here, she might wish to see altered 
in any way; whether there is any improvement she 
can suggest, either in their costuming or in the 
arrangement of the tableaux, etc.” He quite ig- 
nores the fact that Mary has been dead since 1587, 
and the countess, apparently not noticing the over- 
sight or recalling the circumstance, replies in a calm 
and commercial manner that, according to his re- 
quest, she has inquired of “the queen, M.S.," con- 
cerning the dramatic performance alluded to, with 
this result : 

She [Mary, Q.S.] knew nothing whatever about it. I 
“Yes.” To 
Scotland? ‘‘ Yes." I then inquired if she could see the 


performance and report her opinion of it. She replied 
she could not, although she could visit other cities (be- 


sides Paris); but that to see what was passing she re- 
quired & medium. She, no doubt, has to make use of an 
organism. Once she accompanied me in Paris to see a 


beautiful performance of a drama bearing her name, and 


made her remarks upon it as it proceeded. For this pur- 
pose she employed my fan, there being no furniture in 


the box that was not covered with soft velvet that yielded 


no sound. 


If the Countess of Caithness did not sign the 
foregoing statement “yours sincerely,” I should 
suspect that she was trifling with her correspondent, 
who, as a Socialist and a Spiritualist, might be pre- 
pared to believe almost anything concerning this 


life or the next; but the letters are apparently 


written and published in all seriousness, and in all 
seriousness I hav here reproduced their substance. 
There are some things in the world too almighty 
funny to be laughed at. Gro. E. Macponatp. 


News and Notes. 


Prof. J. H. Copeland lectured before the Secular 
Union Sunday evening, September 30th, on “Sin 
and Crime from the Standpoint of Freethought and 
Social Reform." His main proposition was that 
poverty was the source of almost all crime, and 
that to remove crime we must remove poverty; we 
must make good conditions of society. As for sin 
there is really no such thing, for sin is a theolog- 
ical term. It depends upon the existence of God. 
If there is no God, then there is no sin, for sin is a 
wrong relation with “God.” It is merely a figment 
of the human imagination. Orime is a wrong rela- 
tion with our fellowmen; it is a forcible violation 
of their rights. It is easy to be seen that if the 
social conditions of mankind were such as to create 
happiness for all, there would be very little tempta- 
tion to crime. This involves the great and 
pressing questions of labor reform, etc. The 
discussion after the lecture was quite animated and 
took in from various points a wide survey of the 
subject. All Freethinkers are deeply interested in 
these important problems; but there are many and 
different opinions as to the best solution of them. 
That they cannot be solved by any of the old ideas 
or philosophies is apparent. Theology utterly fails. 
It knows all about God; but it knows very little ` 
about humanity. But as God has no need of food, 
shelter, or clothing, and can look out for Number 
One with comparativ ease; and cannot in the very 
nature of the case be the hindmost, and so the devil 
will not catch him. I do not therefore see what it 
avails to discuss his character and perfections; for 
he is in no trouble and anxiety. He pursues the 
even tenor of his way, and does not seem even to 
be very much concerned about humanity. But hu- 
manity is what we must look after, and it is science 
that must take care of humanity, and not theology. 
The solution of labor questions must be entirely 
scientific and for that universal mental emancipa- 
tion must be attained. But this intellectual free- 
dom is not the end, but the condition by which the 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 13, 1894. 


Tp RERO M C RE aali SAC PENNE EU ERE 


greatest practical results can be obtained for hu- 
man happiness and progress. 

` The great purposes of Freethought, its ideas and 
practical sims, are what will be declared at the 
coming Congress. There will be a most interesting 
program. We hav a list of good speakers, men 
and women both, and there will be a manifold va- 
riety of thought. Our program is now published, 
and in itself it makes a fine campaign document. 
We hav printed upon it the Demands of Liberalism, 
the principles of American government, quotations 
from Paine, Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Gar- 
field, Grant, Ingersoll, etc. We intend to distribute 
five or ten thousand copies. There is so much 
inquiry as to what Freethought is and what it is 
doing, that this program is prepared for the express 
purpose of answering these questions. We hav 
also printed a list of the Freethought journals. 
There are thousands of Freethinkers in this coun- 
try who do not know that there is a Freethought 
journal published. We want to advertise these 
journals. What is necessary to do now is to recruit 
our forces. We must hav new material; and one 
grand object of the preparatory work of the Con- 
gress is to push into new fields ; to arouse an inter- 
est which has not been aroused before; to make 
Freethought and its principles better known, This 
can be accomplished by distributing our programs 
in every direction, by the thousand. I hope that 
friends will send for these programs and help to 
circulate them. Especially call the attention of 
newspapers to them and get them to make note of 
the Congress. Almost every Freethinker has suf- 
ficient influence with his home journal to get it to 
announce our national Congress and perhaps also 
make known its objects and demands. Everything 
of this kind will tell for our future work. 

We must advertise Freethought. As well might 
you expect a business house these days to succeed 
without advertising as to expect that Freethought 
will become a power without its principles being 
made known. How constant are the inquiries by 
the unchurched people as to what Freethought is 
and what itis doing! We shall send these programs 
to the contributors of the fund, and ask them to 
giv them around to friends and neighbors. No 
matter whether they come to the Congress or not, 
let them find out what is going on and that Free- 
thought has a life and that it is a national power. 
Put these programs in hotels, railroad stations— 
any place where they will attract attention and get 
Some new readers. This is the way to push Free- 
thought. We must hustle and make people see 
that it is a live thing; that it has purposes, organ- 
izations, papers, books, ete. 

This is what we intend to do and we need money 
for the purpose and the cooperation of friends. We 
ask for help to carry out these plans. We can add to 
our forces if we only make the effort. We can get 
those interested in Freethought who hav not been 
so before. We can extend our ranks. We must 
do this. We must push into new territo- 
ries. We must not depend upon people to drift 
into Freethought. We must go after them; we 
must endeavor activly to enlist their interest and 
their cooperation. 

Rally for the Congress! Help to make it a grand 
success. Help before Congress to make it known 
that such a Congress is to be. Help to advertise 
as widely as possible. The time is ripe for great 
advance. New opportunities are before us. 


SawvEn P. Pornam. 
a a a 


M. M. Trumbull. 


(Read at the Trumbull Memorial Meeting, Chicago, Oc- 
tober 7th.) 


A soldier born, thy spirit welcomed e’er 

The stir of battle, be it in the smoke 

Of cannon, and the bayonet’s glistening surge, 
The swirl and thunder of ensanguined hosts, 
Where ghastly death confronts the victor’s path, 
Or realms of thought with fields more stormful far, 
Where vaster forces meet in mightier strife, 
Where pen more luminous than shining blade, 
The flame electric drops which moves a world 
And crowns a truth or blasts a giant lie; 

In this thou wast a knight exultant too, 

And ever in the front with beaming brow, 

Thy mind as dauntless as the unsheathed sword 
That flings its splendor in the forward fray. 


Thy aim was high, not for to-day’s applause, 
Not for the truth of yesterday’s renown, 
But for the truth beyond the beaten path, 
The untried truth that only lofty souls 
Behold and welcome on the distant hights. 


Thou wast & dreamer and a toiler too, 

Thy mind was in the future’s golden days; 

The gates of paradise to thy far view 

Were opened wide, the goal of martyr’s fire, 

Of poet’s song, of hero’s restless march, 

The bright enchantment that adorns the earth 
With constant hues of beauty and delight. 

And still thou wast in touch with common life, 
_ And hand in hand with those who strike the spark 

Of earnest action from surroundings grim. 


The comrade of the weary slave wast thou, 

The bold defender of defeated right, 

The guard of liberty when Judas hands 

Would clothe her loveliness with gilded chains; 
Thine eye was clear to see great nature’s law 
Above the hoary precedents of wrong; 

And as our starry flag thou didst defend 

Within the bloody ranks of fateful war; 

So wouldst thou make that flag the pennon bright 
Of justice to all lands and coming time. 


‘Thy work is done; true to the line was all; 

No wavering in thought or word or deed 
From freedom’s call to which thy soul was pledged. 
Sweet fortune thine that in the rayless grave 
Illustrious ends the task thou aim'st to do; 

So ean we honor thee without regret; 

No flaw upon the diamond of thy fame; 

Thy life is crystaled now in death’s white grace 
To its supreme effulgence, starred sublime, 
Upon the firmament whose thousand orbs 
From ages’ depths illume our path to-day 


The fruit of thy brave toil shall yet appear; 
Thy spirit’s flower shall bloom in years afar; 
The glory of thy dream shall not be lost, 

For it is burning in a million hearts; 

The reign of justice on the happy earth; 

The peace of liberty in every land; 

The grandeur of the truth in every brain; 
The melody of love in every breast; 

While broad and beautiful shall be the way 
Of fair humanity; the hights attained 

Where wisdom shines; and on the laden plain 
Shall glow the feet of labor, bowed no more, 
But throned and glorious in its nativ wealth; 
And science, genius, music, art, romance, 
Shall be the melting links that clasp the world 
In bright fraternity and equal good. 


Thy harvest home is reached; our path beams on 
To this great goal; we do not strive in vain; 
For as thy virtues shine upon our eyes, 

So shall all virtues shine through coming years; 
So shall all deeds flow in one mighty stream— 
One onward stream of beauty and delight. 
Unceasing is the struggle of mankind— 

The gain to-day is but the vantage point 

For grander progress on to-morrow’s field. 

No rest is there, save as one rests like thee— 
In the crowned glory of heroic death. 


SawvEL P. PUTNAM. 


Voltairine de Cleyre’s Lecture. 


The Manhattan Liberal Club opened its twenty- 
fifth annual course of lectures at the German Ma- 
sonic Hall, 220 East Fifteenth street, on Friday 
evening, October 5th. Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
was in the chair and Voltairine de Cleyre gave her 
lecture on Mary Wollstonecraft. She said that to 
contemplate the life of Mary Wollstonecraft was to 
contemplate sorrow. The anniversary of this wom- 
an’s birth should be a festival day for Freethinkers, 
equal in importance to that of Thomas Paine. In 
keeping such days we obey a primal social impulse. 
They are not merely tributes to individual worth, 
although that feature is not without its importance. 
Mary Wollstonecraft was the pioneer worker for 
woman’s emancipation, and she saw that woman 
could never stand on a plane of equality with man 
until she wasindustrially independent. She attacked 
with cutting irony alike orthodox moralists like Dr. 
Gregory and Dr. Fordyce, and philosophers like 


Rousseau, who argued that the first duty of woman 


was to study to please men by carefully concealing 
all evidence of whatever reasoning powers they 
might possess. The struggles of Mary Wollstone- 
craft developed in her a self-reliant spirit and great 
generosity. She had a supreme contempt for idle- 
ness, whether it took the form of vulgar laziness, 
of fashionable frivolity, or the stately display of the 
soldier. Her reform labors began in earnest when 
she was twenty-nine. She was the friend of Paine, 
and was in Paris during the Revolution. Always 
in sympathy with the people, she yet, at great risk 
to herself, protested against the atrocities of the 
populace at a time when sympathy was mistaken 
for treason. It may properly be observed in pass- 
ing that there are always multitudes who think the 
same, but in times of revolution the old savage in- 
stinct is released from the leash of reason and the 
educated, humanitarian minority, which always 
makes for'civilization, is swept away in the sanguin- 
ary surges of popular wrath. Only the few are 
capable of seeing that each man and woman is the 
inevitable resultant of antecedent causes and that 
hate as a social régenerator is unscientific and 
futil It is the weakness of so many who are sin- 
cerely working for the improvement of conditions 
that they more often appeal to hatred than to rea- 
son, and the misfortune of the uncritical masses 
that they are unable to resist these appeals. A 
speaker may well pause when he finds his fierce 
denunciations received with  rapturous applause 
and his unimpassioned elucidation of fundamental 
principles and his calm presentment of remedies 
listened to in cold silence. 
Miss de Oleyre urged her hearers to make them- 
selvs familiar with the writings of Mary Wollstone- 
craft, especially the “Letters to Gilbert Imlay” 
and * The Rights of Woman.” Miss de Oleyre is 
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a forceful, pleasant, dramatic talker. It was noticed 
that she spoke of a supreme impersonal “being,” 
but it would seem to be extremely difficult to con- 
ceive of a “being” lacking in the apparently 
essential element of personality. She also makes 
* Materialist” do duty for * Atheist." 'T. B. Wake- 
man followed the lecturer with a short spéech, 
which was both complementary and complimentary 
to Miss de Cleyre’s address. His arguments were 
well received. Henry Frank, Mrs. Beckwith, and 
some others also made remarks more or less ger- 
mane to the subject. There was a good attendance 
of the old stand-bys of the Club and quite a num- 
ber of new faces were seen. Next Friday night 
General Lee will speak upon “A Helpmeet for 
Man.” 


The American Secular Union and Freethought 
Federation. 


THE ANNUAL OONGRESS WILL BE HELD AT MADISON 
HALL, OHIOAGO, OCTOBER 267TH, 277H, AND 287H. 


The headquarters of the Congress will be at the 
Gault House, corner of West Madison and Clinton 
streets, a first-class hotel within two blocks of Mad- 
ison Hall. The proprietor will giv reduced rates 
to those who attend the Congress, $1.50 per day, 
room and board. 

PROGRAM. 


The Congress will be called to order Friday morning. 
All morning sessions to begin at 10 o’clock; afternoon ses- 
sions at 2 o'clock, and evening sessions at 8o'clock sharp. 


Fripay MomnNiNG.— Opening Address, by Samuel P. 
Putnam, ‘‘ The Religious Conspiracy in the American 
Republic.” Appointment of Committees, eto. 
Short Addresses by John E. Remsburg, Franklin 
Steiner, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Dr. Juliet H. Sever- 
ance, and others, on the means and methods of Free- 
thought work for State Secularization. 

FRIDAY ÁrTERNOON.—Address by Leon Lewis, ** Bruno." 
Address by Mrs. Lizzie M. Holmes, ‘‘ Separation of 
Church and State.” Address by Mrs. L. D. White, 
“The Reformer's Pathway to Truth.” Address by 
Professor Gordon. 

Fripay Eventine.—Address by Hon. C. B. Waite, ‘‘The 
Orusade of the Ohurch against the State." Address 
by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, ‘‘Is Industrial Freedom 
Possible without Mental Emancipation?” Address 
by C. Stuart Beattie, 

Saturpay Mornine.—Business Meeting of American 
Secular Union. Reports of Secretary and Treasurer. 
Election of Officers, Addresses and Discussion. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON. — Business Meeting of Freethought 
Federation of America. Reports of Secretary and 
Treasurer. Election of Officers, Addresses and Dis- 
cussion. 

SATURDAY ÉvENiING.—Address by Mrs, Sarah E. Ames, 
** Ts the Spirit of the Age a New One?" Address by 
Mrs. Ella Roberts, ‘‘Thoughts on Hell.” Address 
by M. W. Ohunn, ‘‘Encroachments of Church on 
State." Address by Julius Silverman, editor Occi- 
dent. 

Sunpay MonNiING.—Address by F'ranklin Steiner, ‘The 
Struggle for Religious Liberty." Address by Dr. 
Paul Carus, ‘‘ The Religion of Buddha." Address by 
Dr. Juliet H. Severance, **Our Work; How Shall We 
Best Carry it Forward?" Address, by Voltairine de 
Oleyre. 

SUNDAY  ArTERNOON. — Address, by Rev. Alonzo T. 
Jones, editor of American Sentinel, **'The Judicial 
Basis of a Religious Despotism in the United States." 
Mr. Jones is one of the most distinguished and able 
advocates of State Secularization in the country. 
He is author of that great work, ‘‘The Two Repub- 
lies," which should be read by every American 
citizen. 

Sunpay Evenine.—Address, by John E. Remsburg, 
**The Sabbath Question in a Secular Government.” 
Address, by Mrs. M. A. Freeman, ‘‘The Ideal of 
76.”  Olosing Addresses, by Hon. C. B. Waite and 
Samuel P. Putnam. 


It is hoped and expected that other Freethought 
representativs will be present. Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Robert C. Adams, President of Canadian Secular Union; 
E. M. Macdonald, editor of Taz TRUTH Srxxzn, New 
York; L. K. Washburn and Ernest Mendum, of the 
Investigator, Boston; J. D. Shaw, of the Independent 
Pulpit, Texas; H. L. Green, of the Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Óhicago; J. Spencer Ellis, of Secular Thought, 
Oanada ; Mrs. Lulu Monroe Power, of Ironclad Age; 
M. Harman, of Lucifer; T. B. Wakeman, Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Sr., Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., O. B. Reynolds, of 
Washington, Katie Kehm Smith, of Oregon; Helen H. 
Gardener, author of ‘‘ Men, Women, and Gods;” Susan 
H. Wixon, author of “Right Living;" Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, au:hor of ‘* Woman, Church, and State;" Lucy N. 
Colman; Mrs. Etta Semple, President of Kansas Free- 
thinkers’ Association; D. G. Crow, author of ‘‘ Eclecti- 
cism;” W. F. Jamieson, J. H. Burnham, Henry Rowley, 
President of Brooklyn Philosophical Association; Henry 
Bird, President of Newark Liberal League; Heuben 
Rush, Dr. Rufus N. Noyes, Harry Hoover, and others. 

Vocal and Instrumental Music will be given during the 
sessions of Congress. 

E C 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture engagements for the month of 
November: 
Bangor, Mich., November 1st, 2d, 3d. 4th, and 5th. 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, November 11th. 
Philadelphia, Pa., November 18th. 
Cincinnati, O., November 25th. 

Dates are now open for engagements between Chicago 
and New York. Please write at once to S. P. Putnam, 
234 South Water street, Chicago, Ill. : . 


Tue Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 82 Monroe avenue. 
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Toetters of Friends. 


Eight More Loaves on the Waters. 
SAVANNAH, Ga., Sept. 18, 1894. 
Mr. Enprror: I inclose $1. Please send 
Paine’s ‘Age of Reason” to addresses 
given. Yours, C. C. W. 


Atheists Mnst Hav It. 
Proctor, Mo., Sept. 25, 1894. 
Mr. EprroR: Inclosed please find $5 to 
apply on my subscription. No Atheist 
like me can afford not to take your paper. 
Respectfully, H. T. TALBOTT. 


Brief and Clear. 
Forust Crry, Ia., Sept. 14, 1894. 
Mr. Eviror: I inclose $1, for which 
send ‘‘ Age of Reason” to inclosed list of 
names, all of Forest City. Ia. 
Yours truly, B. A. PLUMMER. 


It Is Indispensable. 
Morristown. Minn., Sept. 24, 1894 
Mr. Enitor: Find inclosed $3 for my 
renewal. I would hav sent before but did 
not think of it. Cannot do without the 
paper. and want to help the cause. 
Yours very truly, — E. L. CHUBB. 


Kentncky Trne Blues. 

Goupen Ponp, Ky., Sept. 11, 1894 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find $7 to 
pay for books ordered; for balance please 
date Z. T. Bogard’s subscription ahead one 
year, also my own. We are still doing 
something to hold ourselvs up, and against 
superstition, and I think we are safe here 

up to date, E. W. Ropes. 


There Is Too Much Current Matter, 

SaauACHS, Cor., Sept. 10, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Oan’t you print some of 
your many good books in & continued 
form in your weekly TRUTH SEEKER? 
Many of us are not able to buy the books 
but would like to read them in THE 
TRUTH SvzxgR. T hav never read any of 

them but Paine's ** Age of Reason.” 
Fraternally yours, James CAMPER. 


All Will Help as They See the Need. 
RoLLA, Mo., Sept. 14, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Íncelosed find $8 for re- 
newal of subscription. I humbly snbmit 
the following: I believe that if the Free- 
thinkers of this country take a step toward 
helping the producers in their demands it 
will alienate a great many people from the 
church and consequently help the Free- 
thinker and the worker. 


Victor BRENE. 


From Far-away India. 

ADYAR, MADRAS, Inp1a, Avg, 29, 1894. 

Mr. Epitor: Kindly permit me to add 
my mite for the defense of J. B. Wise. 
The amount is very small, and I sincerely 
wish that I could hav made it a hundred- 
fold larger. So please do not accept it as 
a contribution; rather as a sign that there 
are some loyal Americans who would 
sooner sacrifice their lives than see the 
bigoted Christians get supremacy in our 
would-be free country. Sven RYDEN. 


The Christian Nightmare. 
Denver, CoL., Sept. 21, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Tam TRUTH SEEKER of 
September 1st, containing Heston’s car- 
toon, ‘‘Sickening Talk on the Gallows,” 
should be enough to corvince anyone who 
has a grain of sense how utterly foolish, 
unjust, and stupid is the Christian night- 
mare. I hav loaned it several times with 
excellent results. Please send ‘‘The Can- 
dle from Under the Bushel,” and some 
tracts, Ingersoll preferred. 


Yours truly, I. N. Snon&. 


Begs Leave to Differ and to Agree. 

Demine, N. M., Sept. 10, 1894. 
Mr. Epiron: Herewith find $6 50 for 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
and for extension of subscription. I differ 
from J. W. Richardson, who in your issué 
of September 1st ‘‘differs decidedly from 
your brother in regard to the tariff." It 
was unnecessary to say, “I am a strong 
Republican,” and remarkably superfiuous 
io add, ‘‘Every true Freethinker should 
be a Republican." A true Freethinker 
believes every man has a right to his 


opinion and is-not in favor of government 


ereating a rich class at the expense of the 


community, nor of enabling them to still 
further rob the poor by their thieving 
“trusts” to control the prices of the 
necessaries of life. Not a Republican, 

S. FELD. 


Receives Warm. Welcome. 


SOMERVILLE, Mass., Sept. 25, 1894. 
Msz. Eprror: Many papers find their way 
to my desk, but none receive as warm & 
welcome as THE TRUTH SEEKER. It has 
been a constant visitor at my house for 
over a year and a half, and I hav only 
words of praise for the course you pursue 
as editor, with the best wishes for your 
success, Truly your paper is a truth 
seeker, and I shall esteem it an honor to 
be enrolled in your list of life subscribers. 
Fraternally yours in the fight for justice, 

W. F. Frazier. 


Lonesome but Undannted. 


Jonn Day, OR., Sept. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $5 to 
help your paper along, as also supply me 
with good reading matter for about an- 
other year. I feel somewhat lonesome out 
here, being about the only outspoken 
Freethinker in this place and the only one 
taking Taz Tuura SEExER. lam confi- 
dent that there is not one honest, sincere, 
and devont Christian within !en miles of 
here, but they all pretend to be Chris- 
tians, and hav not the moral courage to 
come out and say openly that: they don’t 
believe the stuff and nonsense printed in 
the Bible. But here is success to THE 

TRUTH SEFKER. Cnas. G. OASPARY. 


Very Warm in His Praise. 

MIDDLEFIELD, N. Y., Sept. 24, 1894. 
Ma. Eprror: Find inclosed $3, which 
place to my credit for the best paper to 
enlighten the people and expose ortho- 
dox fraud that ever was published in the 
United States, the greatest educator in 
existence. I would like to do something 
for the Congress, but am one of those un- 
fortunate farmers engaged in hop-raising; 
look at the prices of hops and you will see 
that while it costs twelve cents a pound to 
raise we are offered eight cents. I hav to 
curtail expenses, having a small library of 
Infidel books. You will hav to excuse me 

this time. Yours in the cause, 
ANGUS GRIFFIN. 


An Attack of ‘‘Reverential Awe.” 

Los Anares, OAL., Sept. 10, 1894. 
Mz. Enprror: Inclosed is $2 to apply on 
my subscription, provided you can con- 
scientiously accept it when you learn how 
I obtained it. My professional services as 
a wood butcher were recently desired in 
converting a racred edifice where they 
had worshiped God and fought the devil 
for twenty years, into a building for pro- 
fane purposes, which included a billiard 
hall. Though greatly shocked at being 
called on to do such work, I needed the 
legal tender which awaited my services, 
and went at it with stifled conscience and 
more or less reverential awe, The deed is 
now done and I can only hope for forgiv- 

ness. ‘Truly yours, O. SEVERANCE, 


“‘ Deifie Insanity.” 
Liwoonz, Oat., Sept. 19, 1894. 

Mr. EpirrTon: In reading Mrs. or Miss 
Augusta Chapman's reply to Brother Ben- 
son on Atheism, the supreme ignorance of 
Augusta as regards human nature and 
natural Jaw, and her deific ivsanity, are so 
palpable that to keep silent is really pain- 
ful. Augusta has yet to learn that the re- 
lation we sustain to natural law, as it per- 
tains to our own organization and to all sur- 
rounding things, is of that character that 
in conforming to the requirements of 
these natural laws, every comfort, every 
joy, every good, and every happinc 83 is 


obtained, and eannot be obtained from. 


any other source, 

When we strictly conform to the laws of 
our being, every conceivable good will as 
naturally follow. Since this is a fact, Au-. 
gusta cannot avoid s:eing that there runs 
intuitivly all through our being a natural 
desire to avoid pain and to obtain happi- 
ness, and that both of these conditions 
unavoidably exist in the relation we main- 
tain to natural law. Herein also lies our 
every viriue-or our every, vice. Our obe- 
dience to, and acquiescence in, the laws 
of our being, is the only source of love, 


kindness, hospitality, virtue, and every | spook ealled God, and that if the king 


principle that constitutes a perfect being. 
There is no inspiration in this; it is but 
the still small voice of nature that calls us 
to duty, the hidden force of progress 
within us, that has lifted us from the low 
plane of animal barbarism up to our pres- 
ent state, and will continue its silent work 
of evolution until we occupy a plane of 
purity that Augusta’s angels dare no 
tread. It needs no God to aid us to do 
this. Allof this, and more, pertains to our 
natural organization. Augusta points us 
to the natural ** cussedness ” of our human 
nature, but fails to see the unparalleled 
oussedness i in the nature of her God, and 
also fails to see that all badness in human 
nature is inhuman and unnatural. If it 
were natural for us to be bad and sinful, 
this would be the general order of our 
acts, and goodness would be the excep- 
tion; while the facts in the case are, the 
general tendency is to morality and the 
exception is crime. 

Suppose Augusta were to imitate ‘her 
Jovely and truthful God, how long would 


she be permitted to run at large? Poor | 


soul ! she takes that natural desire of hers 
to do good for the promptings of a God 
outside of her own organization! 

A little knowledge upsets the brain, 

But drinking deeper cures it ue = 


Something Abont Swearing, 
New Brrrars, Conn., Sept. 17, 294. 

Mr. Eprror: I believe every secret so- 
ciety is intended to be partial, and to gain 
that end they require every initiate to 
take an oath to assist and protect their 
fellows. I heard a wife accuse her hus- 
band of that kind of fidelity which was 
enforced by an oath in his society. This 
led me to think, What is an oath, and 
where did it originate? 

The Mohammedan swears by the beard 
of the prophet; the Chinese cut off a white 
cock’s head before they are supposed to 
be able to tell the truth in a court of jus- 
tice, while the Christian requires you to be 
sworn with the right hand uplifted, and in 
some Places to kias his holy Bible, before 
you can tell what you saw or know about a 
crime and the criminal, even if there be 
no other witness, and the criminal is dis- 
charged for want of evidence. Abraham 
got some promises from God in the form 
of a covenant, if the Bible is true. Gen. 
xii, 2, 3; xiii, 15, 16; xvi, 10; xvii, 2 to 15, 
the last six verses of which are too 
obscene to quote, required the old man to 
submit to a surgical operation as a part of 
the covenant. Now what did God do for 
that? Isit a fact ora fiction? According 
to Deut. vii, 8, God would not hav loved 
Israel if he had not sworn to do so. Why 
did God. make such contracts? Who or 
what did God swear by? Is this not blas- 
phemy to say that God loved because he 
swore, and this is his word? But we are 
forbidden to swear by heaven, for it is 
his throne, or by the earth, for it is his 
footstool. Every priest and minister is 
required to swear to teach and preach with- 
out change the same religion that his pred- 
ecessors taught; and yet so strong is the 
law of progress that many find it difficult 
to tie up to that hitching post. Every 
married couple hav made similar con- 
tracts under oath. 

So great is the power of the church that 
in one church they never permit divorce. 
Much could be said on this and the vows 
of chastity and celibacy, but not enough 
to prevent the evils growing out of it. 
Then every civil and military officer has 
to swear every time he is promoted before 
he is considered fit for the place.. It makes 
me think of being asked to promis some- 
thing before I know whht it is. 

I hav known liars to perjare themselvs 
to win a case at law, where several of them 
combined to swear to the samo untruth to 
outweigh in-numbers those who testified 
to the truth. And these same perjurers 
were sincere believers in the Christian re- 
ligion. How did God make & covenant 
with Abraham or with David? Did he do 
it by proxy through a high priest? Cer- 
tainly he did not do it directly, because he 
would then be a personality, a certain 
number of feet high and: pounds avoirdu- 
pois. Now I can easily understand how a 


priest could teach & ruler tbat he held his 


position by the will of an imaginary boss 


allowed any other kind of religion, or 
went after other gods, that god would pre- 
vent his seed multiplying. Yet I hav no 
idea that any all» wise, all-powerful God 
did or threatened any such thing, for 
such & threat or promis would be proof 
that such a god was unwise. 

A commuuity, state, or nation may 
enact laws for the protection of all against 
the aggressions of other individuals, states, 
or nations, by the consent of the governed, 
But no good reason cau be given why one 
should be sworn, by holding up the right 
hand, to obey those laws which he had 
helped to enact, more than the peculiar 
manner Abraham made his servant swear, 
Gen. xxiv, 1, 2,3. That was funny! Now 
the question arises: Was Abraham's seed 
multiplied as much as was promised in 
that covenant? And would it be any 
benefit to themselvs if they had increased 
so much? When shall we be free to act- 
right without being oath-bound? 

Yours truly, Guo. F. Exutort. 


What Is Our Proper Work? 


OTTAWA, Kan., Sept. 25, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: Will vod kindly permit 
me to answer S. P. Putnam's article, ‘A 
Protest," in last week's issue. First, I 
hav no right to change, apologize for, or 
in any way correct any resolution or set of 
resolutions after they hav been accepted 
by a convention, but as a member of said 
association and being the one who read 
said petition or resolutions to the conven- 
tion I will explain my position, leaving 
other members to do likewise if they 
choose. By direct advice of our exec- 
utiv committee everything. pertaining to 


‘the welfare of humanity was to be dis- 


cussed in our Topeka convention from 
a Humanitarian standpoint. This little 
band of Kansas Freethinkers has worked 
alone, unaided, unnoticed, and there- 
fore independent of other associations, 
and when the privilege was granted the 
workers to come out for humanity, what : 
naturally followed? The promulgation of 
ideas nearest the heart. The members of 
our association liv just outside of the great 
Colorado silver district We hav seen 
train-load after train-load of men, stout, 
honest, and true, shipped from their 
homes like Russian exiles to become what? 
Not citizens, but disfranchised tramps; 
and their wives left alone with hungry 
children to eke out an existence as best 
they can, and if no other way offers, sell 
their bodies for bread. This is no false 
play on rhetoric. 

Come out West, Mr. Putnam, and see 
the sights I hav lately seen. The very 
dsy before I left home for the Topeka — 
convention I fed five ‘‘tramps” (?) and 
clothed & boy tramp with shoes and stock- 
ings. The morning I left, as I hastened 
to make ready for the train, a woman car- 
rying a little child six months old asked 
for a mouthful to eat, not for herself, Mr. 
Putnam, but- for her baby—nature’s sup- 
plies being cut off. Was not this enough to 
arouse every latent spark of love of hu- 
manity within. a sister’s breast, even 
though sarcasm was used to express it? 
Last month an aged widow cried as she 
informed me that she could pay only the 
interest of the mortgage upon her home, 
never being able to touch the principal. 

I will admit those resolutions were 
written in a vein of sarcasm, especially 
where they read, ‘‘Inasmuch as has been 
granted to every citizen the constitutional 
rights of ‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness,'" and how could it be other- 
wise when we consider the fact that. both 
our secretary and vice-president are 
prisoners of said United States? I will 
admit they are sarcastic and crude; I will 
also admit the rhetoric is bad, but there is 
a wild, weird wave of unwritten rhetoric 
sweeps over me whenever I hear the 
plaintiv cry, ‘‘Please, lady, giv me a little 
bite to eat." HavI not, as the writer of 
those resolutions, the same right to be 
sarcastic as has Mr. Putnam, or, like him, 
to express ideas in plain words? His 
article is a complete condemnation of the 
action of many intelligent citizens of Kan- 
sas, and in rude contempt of them, besides 
being a criticism on the ‘‘rhetoric” used, 
May I ask Mr. Putnam what he thinks & 
man cares for rhetoric when he is hungry 
and cold and stands cringing before the 
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gratitude for the grand and fearless work 
of our paper, THE TRUTH SEEKER. It is 
the bright and morning star of human 
liberty. It isthe power bebind the throne 
that will yet shake the empire of supersti- 


pallid face of his wife and hears the 
wretched sobs of his own offspring? 

Yes, I will admit that I used the words 
**pray," ''entreat." Webster says pray 
means to ask with reverence; therefore, 
Mr, Putnam, I will say that I used the 
word in the fullest meaning, not, however, 
with reverence to Cleveland, but to sufter- 
ing humanity. I used the words ‘‘throne,” 
**orown," ete., simply in an ironical sense, 
knowing that Cleveland uses his ‘‘ one-man 
power” more tyrannically than does 
Queen Victoria, who really sits upon a 
throne and whose head is truly bedecked 
with a crown. Words are used to express 
ideas and the rich and well-fed. can afford 
to study rhetoric, but I tell you, Friend 
Putnam, there was not avery great flow 
of ‘‘rhetoric” in my thoughts recently 
when I asked the jailer of the Shawnee 
county jail to let me in to visit thirty-three 
Commonwealers, and he answered. me 
thus: ‘“‘ You can go in, lady, if you like, 

: but they are not dressed for company— 

they are almost nude;" nor was I over- 
whelmed with a fine outburst of oratorical 
words rhetorically used when I heard 
young Vanderberg’s testimony read before 
our convention; in it he states he has lain 
in jail fourteen months without a prelimi- 
nary trial and no evidence against him of 
a criminal nature or not a stroke of the 
pen to show why he is there. 
. Now, Mr. Putnam, were Cleveland to 
say to Congress, *I pray you to repeal 
the law demonetizing silver; I pray you to 
repeal the Comstock law; or, I entreat 
you to do all in your power to aid human- 
ity," would you not almost, if not quite, 
fall down and worship him, not stopping 
to criticise the ‘‘pray,” ‘‘entreat,” ete., 
used therein? 

Yes, I will admit more still when I look 
ahead of me through a long, cold winter 
and draw the contrast. Cleveland and his 
family housed and having all the protec- 
tion in the world given them from cold 
and see them fed on all the luxuries labor 
can giv them; when Y see them turning a 
deaf ear to the heartrending cry of suicidal 
men and starving women, and then when 
I draw the other picture truly I wil! admit 
I go into ‘‘hysterics;” and if those reso- 
lutions had & shadow cast over them by 
being written under this mood, I for one 
hav nothing to regret. ^ ETTA Sempxz, 

, Pres, Kansas Freethinkers’ Ass'n. 


(Mrs. Semple's answer to Mr. Putnam’s 
criticism of the resolutions of the Topeka 
convention show how much that criticism 
was needed. The attempted answer does 
not touch the question at issue. Neither 
Mr. Putnam nor THe TRUTA SEEKER. has 
expressed any opinion regarding the 
merits or the demerits of Mr. Cleveland or 
the wisdom or the unwisdom of the de- 
monetization of silver. The individual 
Freethinker ean say what he pleases about 
both and ean work with any political party, 
reform or conservativ, but no Freethought 
organization has any call to take sides on 
political issues outside of the Demands of 
Liberalism, for the self-evident reason 
that Freethinkers are not a unit as to 
the right or wrong of these extraneous 
matters of political dispute. Some 
Freethinkers believe that the misery of 
which Mrs. Semple speaks was caused by 
the demonetization of silver; others do 
not. Some think that President Cleveland 
is a blundering tyrant; others that he is a 
wise and just statesman. Some believe in 
the single tax; others do not. Some are 
free-traders, some revenue reformers, 
while others are protectionists. And so 
on to the end of tbe chapter. The only 
possible safety for Liberal societies is to 
stick to their own work and fight the 
aggressions of the church. Liberals can do 
their other reform work through the 
parties formed for that purpose. That 
was all that Mr. Putnam asked. As presi- 
dent of the Freethought Federation he 
could not hav demanded less. Had Mrs. 
Semple understood him she would not hav 
written the foregoing letter. He was not 
defending Mr. Cleveland. He had noth- 
ing to do with him, one way or the other, 
in his capacity as officer of a Freethought 
organization. In that capacity it is his 


duty to try to keep the organizations in 
line for their legitimate-work:—Ep, T. 8:] 


mankind. The object of the age is to 
assail and overthrow every form of error 


humanity, and unless knowledge can. be 
made to take its place man is a total failure, 
even if he was created by an infinit being. 


words. 


both human and divine. 


ments. 


tion of his divinity and Godhead. 


out." 


if they come from a divine source. 


speaketh ” (Matt. xii, 34). 


ness, blasphemies” (Matt. xv 19). 


instance during life? 


question? Could an intelligent being 


Think of the expression: 


eth.” 


the intellect ? 
in his heart, There is no God.” 


all, for the fool lacks brains and therefore 
could not comprehend such a conception. 


for ‘‘God is past finding out.” 


all the issues of life.” It is supposed now- 
adays that all life is an influx from the 
brain and not from the heart. 
all this tomfoolery emanating from an in- 
finit intelligence! One more point I wish 


relation to spirit. If it is a fact that man 
has a spirit independent. of physical organ- 
ism, and that this spirit is the real being, 
and that the body is no part of the soul, 
but only x house for the spirit to liv in, 
and that this body is the medium through 
which all pain and suffering is felt, why 
should it not be just, if not the proper act, 
to release the spirit from this tabernacle of 
clay, and thereby enable it to take its 
flight to other scenes in a better world? 
Would it not be the best thing in the 


men and thus release this mortal coil from 
its many sorrows, dissppointments, and 
pains? It seems to the writer that if this 
is not the real and perfect life, the sooner. 
we reach the other the better. Why pro- 
long our days here in-sickness and distress 
when.there is something far. better beyond 
this vale of tears? -If thére iB anything’ 
that. should’ be labeled the ridiouloga 


Was Jesus of Divine Origin? 
AroHISON, Kan,, Sept. 10, 1894. 
Mr. Environ: I will again express my 


tion and banish ignorance from among 


and deceit. Ignorance is the bane of our 


I wish in this short letter to assert my 
views relativ to the supposition that Christ 
was of divine character or origin. I take 
the position that he was not, and I think it 
easy to prove that he was not from his own 


Let us see: It issaid and believed (and I 
wish to state here that that belief is not of 
evidence, but the basis of error) that Christ 
was the son of God, inasmuch as he was 
It is evident 
then that it would be impossible for such 
a being to ever err in any of his state- 
Tf it can be shown that he made one 
single mistake, it forever settles the ques- 
Men 
are ever asserting their belief in matters 
of which they hav no positiv knowledge. 
Man asserts his belief in a God, but has no 
knowledge or conception of such a being. 
Even the Bible says ‘‘God is past finding 
"Who believes it? The man who 
believes may be a fool, but the man who 
knows has wisdom. I will here giv some 
of the statements of Christ and we will see 
“Take 
my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I 
am meek and lowly inheart; and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls” (Matt. xi, 29). 
**O generation of vipers, how can ye, 
being evil, speak good things? for out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth 
** For out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, tbefts. false wit- 
** For 
the people's heart is waxed gross, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
[eyes they hav closed; lest at any time they 
should see with their eyes and hear with 
their ears and should understand with 
their heart, and should be converted " etc. 
(Matt. xiii, 15). You will see that in all 
these passages the word ‘‘heart” is the 
point ‘under consideration. And now I 
will ask, Does the heart understand in any 
Does the heart ever 
think? Has it any emotions or intelli- 
gence whatever? Will some one who be- 
lieves Jesus to be divine please answer this 


speak so foolishly, much less a God? 
“Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 
Is it not out of the abundance 
of the brain that the mouth speaketh? 
Is not the brain always the seat of 
‘The fool hath said 
He must 
hav said it in his heart if he ever said it at 


The wise man hasnever yet comprehended 
a supreme being—much less has a fool— 
** Keep 
thy heart with diligence, for out of it are 


Think of 


to consider before I close, and that is in 


world to exterminate the entire race of. 


among men, it is their crude and foolish 
ideas of a hereafter. Why are there so 
many different beliefs about God and the 
hereafter? Simply because men hav no 
intelligent conception of any other exist- 
ence than the one they now possess. I 
hav read many authors and. speculators 
upon the phenomena of the future exist- 
ence of man, and I must say that language 
is inadequate to express the profound 
silliness of all such propositions as are set 
forth by the cunning and deceit of man 
regarding this question. If there was the 
least particle of knowledge upon these 
grave questions the entire race of men 
would be at agreement upon the subject. 
And the fact of their disagreement proves 
the fallacy of such a hypothesis. The 
religions of all races of men disagree with 
themselvs; there is little harmony in all 
their sayings, little but childless folly 
and silly ranting in itall. Oh, the inconsis- 
tencies of. mortal mind! Will the race 
never learn sound wisdom and discretion? 
Mind cannot exist independent of matter. 
No brain, no thought; no physical organ- 
ism,.no intelligent manifestation of any- 
thing. We perceive only by our senses, 
and those senses are manifest only by 
physical organism, the product of matter. 
I challenge a rational refutation of all the 
points herein set forth. Until they are 
overthrown by sound facts, I hold them 
to be self-evident and valid. 
Srpney Murray, M. D. 


The Cause in Oregon. 
PORTLAND, OR., Sept. 25, 1894. 
Mr. Eprroa: July and August are the 
hot months in Portland, and the First 
Secular Church and Secular Sunday- 


vacation. This gave Miss Olds, superin- 
tendent of the Secular Sunday School, 
Mr. Smith, and myself a vacation also, 
and we decided to spend it making a tour 
of the lower Columbia river, and some of 
the coast and interior counties, to explain 
and advocate the objects of the Oregon 


adopted by it of establishing Secular 
churches and Sunday-schools in every 
town, grouped in circuits, each circuit 
placed in charge of a licensed lecturer of 
the Oregon State Secular Union, who is 
to deliver lectures regularly, at regular 
places, and hav supervision of all Secular 
Sunday-schools in his or her circuit. 

The Oregon State Secular Union had no 
money on hand to guarantee our expenses, 
and as everybody is affected by ‘‘hard 
times,” we had some misgivings about 
being able to get very far on the contribu- 
tions to the hat, and if we did, whether or 
not they would be large enough to get us 
home again. . 

However, it seemed absolutely necessary 
that if the **Oregon system" of teaching 
Secularism was ever to be understood by 
the people, some one must go out and tell 
them about it, and we could see no reason 
why we three could not attempt it at 
least. The expenses of three would be 
three times the expenses of one, of course; 
yet none of us wanted to go alone, and 
none of us wanted to stay at home. 

Mr. Smith hasa voice, but no knowledge 
of music, and my education has been 
similarly neglected, but Miss Olds is at 
home with her violin, piano, or in a vocal 
effort. 


music might not always interest the crowds 
we expected to entertain, so we practiced 
afew duets and ‘‘ three”-ets, and took a 
lot of membership blanks and our spare 
change and set eut, July 28th, for weal or 
for woe. 

That evening we stepped off the cars at 
Scappoose, and took Uncle John Price 
and his son-in-law, Harry West, and his 
excellent wife, by surprise. Noone in that 
rich rural country suspected that a Secu- 
larist lecturer was within a hundred miles, 
and the idea of getting together an audi- 
ence at 2 P.M. the next day filled our 
friends with wonder. 

They assured. us that other lecturers, 
although previously advertised, had had 
audiences ranging from seven to twenty, 
and perhaps our enthusiasm seemed to 
them after the Col. Sellers order. : 

"Virgil S. Smith, one of the Ororo State 
Secular Union lecturérs, makes his head- 
quarters ab Scappoose,, and early Sunday: 
morning, @ la Paul Révere, rode ‘far 


| always to meet. 


School are closed for the usual summer: 


State Secular Union, and the system 


We could all talk, but all talk and no. 


and wide,” leaving at every farm-house 
door a large poster announcing our ar- 
rival The result was that at 2 o'clock an 
audience of over one hundred had as- 
sembled beneath the giant firs of West's 
Grove. 

W. W. West, the wealthiest and most 
influential man in the neighborhood, was 
chairman of the first meeting. The audi- 
ence was enthusiastic, and after the meet- 
ing we met, among other friends, Mrs. 
W. W. West, J. F. Dangerfield, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. P. West, J. M. Gove, and others. 

A second meeting was arranged for the 
following evening, and inquiries made as 
to the neighboring towns. St. Helens 
seemed to be the only place, but our 
friends assured us that.no lecturer had 
ever been there—that it was a very ortho- 
dox place, that we probably would be un- 
able to get a hall, etc. That was the place 
we wanted to:go. We wanted to preach . 
the gospel to the ** heathen.” 


Leaving Miss Olds and meto take charge 
of the Seappoose meeting, Mr. Smith 
went ahead to bill St. Helens. Another fine 
audience at Scappoose, a beautiful bouquet 
from Mrs. Ross, a dance under the aus- 
pices of the Oregon State Secular Union 
after the lecture, hearty handshakes of 
many friends, and we are off for St. 
Helens. Mr. Henderson, of Milton, 
meets us with hack at train. He is one of 
those sincere men whom it is a pleasure 
Everybody knows of the 
lecture and we expect a full house. St. 
Helens is a small but beautifully located 
place on the Columbia, and we are glad to 
learn that among her citizens are quite a 
number of fine Liberals. We could hav 
lectured here gratis in the Court House, 
but having left home with the idea that if 
we wished nice people to listen to us, it 
would not do to resort to dingy halls and 
small and unpopular places, because they 
were cheap or free, we rented the Opera 
House. 

The following incident well illustrates 
how Christians love their enemies: Mak- 
ing inquiries for some one to accompany 
Miss Olds on the violin—as we always did 
where an instrument could be obtained— 
we were directed to Mrs. M. Explaining 
to her our mission at St. Helens, she as- 
sumed the attitude of a statue—one carved 
from ice—and said: “Iam a Methodist, 
and I would not care to do anything which 
might bring such a society here.” We 
asked her torecommend some one else. She 
named a young lady and a doctor. The 
lady is a Baptist, also her mother. 

We were delighted to obtain the daugh- 
ter’s assistance. The mother is a very 
agreeable, fine-looking woman. Though a 
Baptist, she said she was willing to listen to 
all questions, and would certainly not miss 
the lecture, but while we were pleasantly 
chatting the Methodist’s daughter came 
into the parlor with a note. The mother 
** changed her mind;” she ‘‘could not con- 
sistently let her daughter play for us," 
but still she ** would come to the lecture.” 
We did not call on the doctor. 

We began to think our friends were 
right in calling this a ‘‘ Christian " com- 
munity. At the close of our meeting we 
were informed that the godly Mrs. M. 
had taken the pains to drive where she had 
any influence and tell the people to stay 
away from our meeting. The Baptist lady 
did not come. But we had an audience of 
over seventy-five, and we felt jubilant. 
Eight’ new membors joined the Oregon 
State Secular Union. Dr. Harry R. Oliff 
was chairman. The doctor is & man of 
deep thought and original ideas, and 
would make a stanch worker in a Secular 
Church, 

Among otkers whom we met are A. K. 
Blakesley, the genial host of the Oriental 
Hotel; Mr. Weed, clerk of the court; 
Davis Brothers, editors of the Oregon 
Mist; E. T. Gore, H. F. Rung, D. W. 
Richardson, and J. H. Swager. 

We were pleased to again shake the 
hand of our stanch friend, John Price, of 
Seappoose. The audience, of course, was 
largely composed of Christians” Chris- 
tians are not to be expected to pay the 
expenses of Secularists, and the result is, 
we paid the St, Helens' people $3 tor the 
privilege of talking to them. - 

At. Ranier we expected. to find “staŭth 
friends, . and” we were "not disappointed. * 

Kate Keay Suite, .. 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tion for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations | 
That is known as the Children's Hour. 


Baby’s Compliment. 


His father and mother were both away, 

And baby and I had been friends all day— 

Many and gay were the games we pl:yed; 

Baby ordered and I obeved; 

We cared not at all for the rainy sky, 

We built us a blockhouse three feet high; 

We threw pine,knots on the nursery fire 

And watched the flames mount hi: her and higher, 
We hid in the mst improbable nooks, 

We looked at the pictures in a)l his books; 

We ran in " tag" till his cheeks were red, 

Aud his cur s were tangled about his head; 

So when the twilight was c'osing down 

Over the fields a^d the woodlands brown, 

And nurse declared we must say good-night, 

Be clung to me still in the firelight— 

He trampled my gown with his rough little feet, 
Fe climbed on my lap and kissed me sweet. 

And as he scrambled from off my knee 

" You'd make a good mother,” said baby to me. 


I hav had compliments, now and then, 
From grown up women and grown-up men, 
Some were commonplace, rome were new. 
Never was one of them rung so true, 
Never was one seemed half 80 real— 
Baby compared me to bis ideal! 
—83. St. G. Lawrence. 
pe RECEN 


Two Flow rs. 


A valley lay h'dden among tho grees hills, 
Mede verdant and fruitful by clear, trickling 
rills, 
Charminzgly rare, 
Exquisitly fair, 
Wi!h soft southern zeph 14, sweet *ummer air. 


Dame Nature smile! bri htly and forth from the 
ground 
A gay little floweret sprang with a bound, 
Artistic’ly nent, 
Enticingly > weet, 
To see and to know her a positiv treat. 


With tears of real joy for this beautiful birth 
Dame Nature rewarded and moistened the earth; 
‘the fair flower grew, 
And crystaline dew 
Bedecked it with jewels pur. , })mpid, and true. 


One clear, balmy evening the flowers had a call— 
Dame Petal and Blossom, Dame Nature and all— 
When lo! with a twirl, 
A bewildering whirl, a 
This prince. of flowers was har ged to a girl. 


As a girl Le is nicer than as a mere flower, 
Improving in goodness with each passing hour. 

I hope she will do 

All that’s roble and true, 
And for her ife’s color wear uaught but true blue. 


Harlan, Ia. C. W. BAKER. 


The Mind a Treasury. 


The mind is a treasure house where may 
be, and should be, deposited jewels of 
worth and beauty. It isa book filled with 
rare paintings, many golden memories, fair 
visions indelibly impressed, and gems 
whose value cannot be counted by pieces 
of gold and silver; or, it may be but a 
record of duplicity, villainy, and many 
distorted fancies. 

It should be the aim to store the mind 
with the useful and valuable, to do this 
jn youth, when all the world is new and 
fresh, that in old age the mental reservoir 
may be a source of pleasure and profit. 

A lady was afflicted with an incurable 
disease. She suffered much and almost 
constant pain. She was a victim of cancer 
and was obliged to carry her right arm in 


a sling. Upon the fingers of her left hand |* 


she wore flashing and costly jewels to the 
amount of thirty thousand dollars. She 
said to one attracted by the beauty and 
brillianey of the gems: **You admire my 
rings! Yee, they are beautiful, but I 
would cheerfully giv them all to hav the 
use of my right hand and to be free from 
pain.” 

One night the lady whose room was next 
to that of the owner of the jewels, after 
she bad retired for the night, was enter- 
tained for hours by the most beautiful 
recitations. They came from the room of 
the invalid, There were choice selections 
from Cowper, Wordsworth, Poe, Hood, 
Byron. Gray, Shelley, Shakspere, and 
other poets. 

The listener was spell-bound as she 
heard ‘‘The Dream of Eugene Aram,” 
“The Raven," ‘‘Rob Roy’s Grave,” 
“Elegy in a Country Churchyard,” 
‘‘Ohilde Harold’s Pilgrimage,” ‘‘ John 
Gilpin'a Ride," and lastly the whole of 
Shelles?s ‘‘ Queen Mab,” The next morn- 


ing she hastened to inquire who was the 
reader who rendered so finely the standard 
selections, and if it conld be possible that 
they were given by the sick lady. *''Yes, 
it was I," she said. “ʻI had a bad night 
last night. I could not sleep with the 
pain, and to relieve the tedium of the long 
and weary hours J repeated the poems 
learned in my young days. I often do 
that when I cannot sleep." 

“You do not mean to say you recited 
all those from memory?" said the aston- 
ished listener. 

“Ido indeed, and those poems are not 
all by any means that I am familiar with. 
It is a great satisfaction to me now that I 
stored them away ‘in the book and volume 
of my brain,’ where now, in these later 
days, I often ‘turn the leaf to read.’ 
They are the jewels set in my mind and 
their luster is not less than the diamonds 
upon mv fingers, which you so much 
admire.” 

What a pleasure and gratification was 
this storing of the mind with the gems of 


poesy, and how much pleasure they 
yielded in after life. The lesson is 
obvious. S. H. W. 


Stopped the Baby's Cry. 

A bachelor is not usually accredited 
with much knowledge about the proper 
treatment of children, but sometimes 
they step in where angels—that is, the 


‘mothers of the children—fear to tread, 


says the Philadelphia Press. A well- 
known man about town, who is pretty well 
on in years, and not very fond of children, 
stopped in to see a married sister the other 
day and found her trying to amuse her 
little boy, aged five years, Not long 
after he arrived she stepped out of the 
room to attend to some household matter, 
leaving him alone with the child. The 
latter eyed him dubiously for some min- 
utes. He was a spoiled child if ever 
there was one, and had no idea of making 
promiscuous acquaintances. The bachelor 
tried to make the little one laugh, but all 
he got for his antics was a sour look. 
Finally, without any warning, the child 
burst out crying. Here was a quandary, 
to be sure. He didn’t care to pick the 
boy up, and soothe him. His attempts in 
a verbal line were dismal failures. What 
should he do? Finally a thought struck 
him. He looked at the crying youngster, 
and the crying youngster looked at him 
through his tears. He wasevidently much 
pleased with the impression he was making. 

** Cry louder," said he. 

The child obeyed. 

*'Louder yet," urged the bachelor. 

A yell went up that would hav done 
eredit to an Indian. 

**Ory louder still," insisted the man, 
and the boy did his best to obey. 

** Louder,” fairly howled his uncle. 

“I won't," snapped the infant, and he 
shut his mouth with a click and was quiet 
for the rest of the day. 

——— 


Ideas of God. 


From A. E. Brenort, Marsh, Ida. 

An idea tbat enslaves many minds; 
causes misery and destruction of moral 
character; causes hypocrisy, robbery, 
murder, superstition, and leads to destruc- 
tion’s broad way, 

ERN 


Correspondence. 


Yowcarna, OR., Sept. 6, 1894. 

Drar Miss Wixos: I hav written to the 
Children's Corner often and am always 
pleased to see my letters in print. My 
father hus taken THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
three years and I think he will continue. 
I always read it on Sundays in place of the 
Bible. If any Christian mentions the 
Bible my father givs him some chapters to 
read; the usual answer is that such matter 
is found only in the Old Testament. 
Christians are getting pretty tough around 
here. The preacher ran off with another 
man’s wife, That’s just about the way 
they all do; we could not expect any better 
ofthem. We hav lots of Christians around 
here. My father has always been a Free- 
thinker and has alwaysgot along all right, 
and I think he always will. I break one 
of the Ten Commandments every Sundav. 
I crochet or read Toe TRUTH 
pass away the time. There are two 
churches in our town—Presbyterian and 
Methodist. I think our town would be 
better off without them. We hav but one 
small schoolhouse, so I think it would hav 
been better had they built a schoolhouse 
instead of the churches. Our school 
starts September 10th. We had so many 
scholars last year that we had to rent a 


IERKE& to | 


dwelling house to sccommodate half of 
them, and I guess we will hav to do it 
again this year, My father tried to raise 
enough subscribers to get ‘Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” but, owing 
to the hard times, he could not do it. 
NELLIE Grant BRUMMETT. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKSCHEAP 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a surve ot Mediæval Education. By 
8. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 dene EA 

The Dawn of History; An Introduction to Pre- 
Historic Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. — 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Ohenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth,75 cents. 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropolo 

~ the History of Religion. By Fritz Sc. 
76 cents. 

English: Pastand Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 765 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 7% cents. i 

Education. Intellectual, Moral, and Physical 
Progress; Its Laws and Cause. With other 
disquisitions. Two books in one. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Political Science, containing Physics, and Poli- 
tics. An Application of the Principles of 
Natural Science to Political Society, by 
Walter Bagehot; and, History of the Science 
of Politics, by Frederick Pollock. 75 cents. 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E. 
Two books in one volume. "765 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents: 


y and 
ultz. 


PROOTOR, 


The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J.F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 

Bound Volume of Humboldt Library, containing 
numbers 92 to 103. . 

Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R. 
S.E.. F.L.S., with 85 Illustratious. $1. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. 

A Vindication of the ake of Women, with 
Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects. 
By Mary Wollstonecraft. $1. 

The Genesis of Science and the Factors of Or- 

anic Evolution. Both by Herbert Spencer 
in one volume 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
book, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D. C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect of some Familiar Things. By W.M. 
Williams, F.O.S. Two books ın one volume. 
76 cents. 

Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 75 cents. 

SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD A. 

Light Science for Leisure Hours. 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. §ix books in one volume. $1.50 

SELECT WORKS OF GRANT ALLEN, 

The Evolutionist at Large. 

Vignettes from Nature, and 

Force and Energy; a theory of Dynamics. Three 
books in one volume. Cloth, $1. 

THE THE 

L ) 

f OB ] " 

By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 

with & preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 

This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its argnments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 


to the reader’s seuse of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 


Price, cloth, $1. 88 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition,enlarged to 82 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


WAS — agen (6-—— 


—»oee— CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 
A Judicial consideration of the question and ilie 


decision t t criptures and the O! 
tradition. Price, pesa ‘Address 5 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


- assumption that the Bible is & 


J. D. Shaw's Books, 


MTS! ZA 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 


ini i i futation of the 
taining eight chapters in re nile ook of 


"ure thought, and correct in all its utterances. 
rice, 25 cents. ' M . 
Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 


ibli f man’s “creation,” and 
gt the biblica] storya denominated “ the fall.” 


Price, 10 cents. x 

The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving questions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 

i f the assumption that he was a n 

ncn. and that he, was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it va D e d 

THE E 

Address, Lafayette place, Now York. 


AT NEW ROCHELLE. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 


PAINE MONUMENT & HOMESTEAD 


AND 
Views of Speaker’s Platform 
AND l 


The Assemblage. 


What they are: 


1. View of the Stand, with the speakers 
and other occupants standing, showing Colo- 
nel Ingersoll, President Rowley, S. P. Put- 
nam, T. B. Wakeman, et al. 


Colonel Ingersoll Causes a Smile. 


President Rowley Addresses the As- 
semblage. 


Mr. Putnam Reads A Poem, 


Mr. Wakeman Talks of Liberty, Sci- 
ence and Humanity. 


The Paine Monument, as it appeared 
May 80th wreathed in flowers and bearing 
mottoes. No other picture of the Monument 
like this one. 


7. Paine Homestead as it appears now. 


These are splendid photographs. They, were 
all taken at the commemorative exercises at New 
Rochelle. on May 30th, and are historically. patri- 
otically, and artistically very, valuable and will 
be prized by thousands of Libera's who revere 
the genius and honor the memory of Thomas 
Paine. Miss Levin has spared no pains to make 
them worthy the subject and the occasion. The 
photographs are 8x10 inches in size and the price 
18 seventy-five cents each. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 


AND 


COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
“ A good book written with a purpose." 


] Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


Rv M RAROQOR, Prina 1* eonts 


CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


. This book 18 just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition, It deals with the 
effect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done to advance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Cau ..danity is a bor- 
rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not 
in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEP 


Essay on Miracles. 


"By DAVID HUME, 
Price. - a a E 126 Gomis. 
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Agents tor The Truth Seeker. 


Arkansas 
Davies & Son, 412 Main at., Little Rock. 
California 
Thos. W. Baker, Exeter, 
Stoll & Thayer, 117 W. 1st st., LosAngeles. 
S.C. Blake, 503 Kearney st., SanFrancisco, 
C. E. Duran, 384 Montgomery st, San 
Francisco. 
Edwards & McKnight, 12 W. 1st st., Los 
Angeles. 
Max NewsStand, 102 N. Main, LosAngeles. 
J. E. Matthews, Eureka. 
Eclectic Book Store, Los Angeles. 
Shaw & Gregg, Broadway opp. Central 
Bank, Oakland, 
S. D, Schoenfeld, Red Bluff. 


Canada 
P. C. Allen, 85 King st., Toronto. 
John McKenna, 80 Yonge st., Toronto, 
Colorado 
J EO me & Co. 400 Harrison av., Lead- 
ville. 
Stanchfield & Co., 200 Union ave., Pueblo. 


C. Smith & Son, 385 Larimer st., Denver. 
Connecticut 


Perry Moul, Danbury. 


Florida 
Jas. Douglas, 46 E. Bay st., Jacksonville. 
A. J. Gardner, Kissimmee. 
; Georgia 
Wm. Estill, Savannah. 


Illinois 
Brentano Bros.,204 Wabash ave., Chicago, 
Chas, W. Curry, 183 Madison st., Chicago, 
Henry Fash. 516 W. Madison st., Chicago. 
Chas. Macdonald, 55 Washington, Chicago. 
Post-Ofüce News Oo., 93 Adams, Chicago. 


Towa 


Franklin Steiner, Box 882, Des Moines, 


Indiana 
Frank Weaver, Box 150, Petersburg. 
Indianapolis News Co., 55 Mass, avy., In- 
dianapolis, 
E Louisiana 
Geo. Ellis, 11 Decatur st., New Orleans, 
Massachusetts 
Colby & Rich, 9 Bosworth st., Boston. 
H. W. Smith, 5 N. Main st,, Fall River. 


maine 
N. Q, Fessenden, 484 Congress st, Portland. 
Michigan 
Baker & Holton, 87 Woodward av., Detroit. 
Herman Reif, 94 Gratiot ave., Detroit. 
H. Ullbricht, 552 Catherine st., Detroit. 
Minnesota 
W. L. Beekman, 55 E. 5th st., 3t. Paul. 
Parcher & Sacre, 8 3rd st., S. Minneapolis. 
Missouri 
J. A. Koder, 1707 Frederick av., St.Joseph. 
E. F, Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Philip Roeder, cor, 4th & Olive, 8t. Louis. 
New York 
S. M. Bernhard, 109 E. 104th st. 
Brentano Bros., Sth ave. & 18th st., N. Y. 
L. Jonas & Co., Astor House, New York. 
E. J. Nieuwland, 10th avo. and 157th st. 
R. W. Turner, 349 4th ave., New York. 
C. Ryan, 133 Western Boulevard. 
J. H. Russell, 124 Fulton st., New York. 
W. Winham, 388 Kenp st., Brooklyn. 
E. C. Weidman, 126 State st., Rochester. 
R. Renfrew, Jr., 190 West av., Rochester. 
W. H. Leonard, 91 Congress st., Troy, 
Best & Co., 8 Chestnut st., Buffalo, 
New Jersey 
F. Braithuit, 91 Belleville av., Newark. 
W. Walz, 87 Bremen st., Nowark. 


Nebraska 
J. I. Freubauf, Omaha. 
G. A. Howe, York, 
J. S. Stott, So. Omaha. 


Ohio 
Felix L. Oswald, P.O, Box 700, Cincinnati. 
Larwood, Day&Co., 259 Superior, Clevel'd, 
N. Hexter, 342 Superior st., Cleveland. 
Standard News Co., 14 W. Tusce st, Canton. 
Alf. Warren Co, 217 Centralave, Cincinnati, 
D. E. Stubbs & Co.. Eaton. 


Oregon 
Frank LeGrand, 65 First st., Portland. 
W. E, Jones, 291 Alder st., Portland. 
Handley & Faas, 150 1st st., Portland. 
Pennsylvania 
H. Heyne, 10th and Market sts., Phila. 
George Longford, 22 Richmond st., Phila. 


R. Staley, Wood and 4th ave., Pittsburgh. 
Hhode Island 


H. Carr & Son, 1775 Westminster st., 


Providence. 
‘Tennessee 


D. P. Henderson & Co., Chattanooga, 
Texas 


E. H. Andrae, 916 Main st., Dallas. 
J. R. Humphrey, Waco, 
F. Ohlendorf, Gal yeston, 
Utah 

Margett Bros., 76 Mainst., Salt Lake City. 
J. W. Wilkinson, Logan, 

Virginia 
Mrs. E. D. Slenker, Snowville. 
E. J. Brady, Richmond, 


Washington 
O. B. Reynolds, 420 No. L st., Tacoma. 
E. Skamser, Duckley 
Sutton & Allairs, 104 So. 2d st., Seattle. 


COSMIAN | HYMN-BOOK. 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 
ComxPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, 
Price; $1,50. For sale at THIS OF FIO, 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Thumbserew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents, 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By LES E.Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 

Pen-Pictures of the World's Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies, A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings, Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought, By W. S. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 

Prove thatthe Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
ya non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

The Creation of God, Tracing the God- 
Ide. to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Faets and Fictions of Life. 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, 83. 

The Church and Freethought. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 

lists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 conts. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


IN PRESS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
eerun blading, over one hundred por- 
raits, $5. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 


Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 
By GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D 
Fourth Edition. 
Part Dacerobon in Jewish History; ten chap- 
ers. 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. 
Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; 


chapters. 
Part 1v. Whenos Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


twenty 


Press Notices, 


The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
good, and as the facts upon which the argument 
is based are largeiy Christian, our theological 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack if they 
attempt to answer them.— Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough aud 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.—Progressive 
Thinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKEH 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
old Ue aly proved Afürmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,00080ld. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 20e. 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M, D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius gud Casca. Price, 5 cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


Sunday and the Sabbath. ‘‘A law regu- 
lating human conduct on the Sabbath is an im- 
pertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church, ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
&minister' praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 


Price, 10 cents. j 
Followers of Jesus. Price, 10 cents, 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact! 
rice, 5 cents. 
Religious Problems. Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 
The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church, Price, 5 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


By Helen 


‘The Bible Inquirer, 


A KEY TO BIBLE INVESTIGATION; 
CONTAINING 148 PROPOSITIONS. 


With References to the most 2lain and Striking Self-Contradictions of the So-called Inspired 
"eriptures. Including Questions Answered Aflirmatively and Negatively by Quotations from the 


Bible. Also, Other Bible References of Importance. 
Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged.———Price, 25 Cents. 
Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City 


FROM UNDER 


PAHE BUSHEL 


By WILLIAM HART. 


1.306 Questions to the Clergy and for the Con- 
sideration of Others. 


The author, while a sincere church member, obsyed the in- 
junction to search the scriptures, which led to the propounding of 
these queries, no clergyman ean answer rationally and remain a 
Christian. 


PRICE 40 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York, 


POPULAR EDITIONS 
OF 


Thomas Paine’s Works 
x 

AGE OF REASON. Pap., 250.; 
6 copies for 1; cloth, 50c, 

AGE OF REASON AND EXAM- 
INATZON OF THE PROPHE- 
CIES. Pap., 406. ; clo., 756. 

APOSTLE OF POLITICAL 
AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
(Life). By J. E. Remsburg. 
Portrait. Pap.,t00.; clo., 756. 

COMMON SENSE. (1776.) 156, 

CRISIS. Written During Am. 
Revolution . Pap., 400.3 clo., 750. 

GREAT WORKS, 8yo. 800 pp.; 
clo.. $3; leather, #4; morocco, 
gilt edges. $4.50. 

LIFE OF. By C. Blanchard. 
Pap »40c.; clo., with portrait, 600, 

LIFE OF, By M.D. Conway. 
With History of his Literary, Po- 
litical, and Religious Career in 
America, Franco, and England, 
anda Sketch by William Cobbett. 
Tho only adequate Biography of 
Paine. 2 vols. Portraits. $5. 

LIFE OF. By Remsburg. 506. 

LIFE OF. By G. Vale. $i. 

LITHOGRAPH OF. 22x28, $1. 

POLITICALAND RELIGIOUS 

REFORMER. Underwood. 10e 

POLITICAL WORKS: '* Oom- 

mon Sense,” “Crisis,” “ Rights of 


Man $1.50. 

RIGHTS OF MAN. Answer to 
Burke's Attack on the French Rev- 
olution. Pap.,40c : clo.. 75c. 

TESTIMONIALS TO HIS MER- 
ITS. Comp. by Moreau. 106, 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS:*''A, 
of Reason,” “ Examination of t 
Prophecies,” etc., wit fe o 


Pai d8teel portrait, $1. 
VINDICATION, Reply to N.Y. 


Observer. By R.G. Ingersoll 100. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Ir is hard to please a jealous person.— 
Investigator. 


Never yet was noble man but made ig- 
noble talk. He makes no friends who 
never made a foe.— Tennyson. 


Tae truth seems to us, not that the age 
in which we liv has lost its moral sense, 
but that it is acquiring a different sense of 
moral proportion.— London Chronicle. 


Enrorcement of justice is nothing else 
than maintenance ot the conditions of life 
as Carried on in the social state. And the 
more completely justice is enforced, the 
higher will the life become.— Herbert 
Spencer. 


We must claim and make forever sure 
that heritage of American youth which is 
the true meaning and priceless boon of 
democratic institutions—equal opportunity 
in a land of equal rights.— Hon. William 
L. Wilson. 


Tux spirit of liberty is not merely, as 
some people imagin, a jealo1isy of our 
own particular rights, but a respect for 
the rights of others, and an unwillingness 
that any man, whether high or low, should 
be wronged or trampled under foot.— 
Channing. 


A RELIGION of effortless adoration may 
be the religion for an angel, but never for 
aman. Not in the contemplativ, but in 
the activ, lies true hope; not in rapture, 
but in reality, lies true life; not in the 
realm of ideals, but among tangible 
things, is man’s sanctification wrought.— 
Professor Drummond. 


Tue infinit universe cannot hav ema- 
nated from nothing; something must nec- 
essarily hav existed eternally, or that 
which exists must hav been produced by 
nothing; if ever there could hav been a 
time when nothing existed, then there 
could never hav been any such thing as 
existence. — Xenophanes. 


Maxr reputation the servant of charac- 
ter.  Despise any respectability that 
cloaks itself against an absolute acceptance 
of life in all its forms—in its shadow and 
light, in its virtue and vice. Giv eyes to 
evil that it may see. He who gropes and 
does ill to-day may to-morrow stand erect 
and fill the world with emulativ zeal.— 
Horace L. Traubel. 


Arr the wrecks on either shore of the 
stream of time—all the wrecks of cities 
and nations, are a warning that no nation 
founded on slavery can liv. From sand- 
enshrouded Egypt, from the marble 
wilderness of Athens, from every fallen 
stone of mighty Rome, comes a wail—a 
cry: ‘‘No nation founded on slavery can 
stand." —£. G. Ingersoll. 


Bor mankind are not pieces—there's your 


fault! 
You cannot push them, and, the first move 


made, 
Lean back to study what the next should 


be 

In confidence that when it’s fixed upon, 

You'll find them where you left them, 
blacks and whites; 

Men go òn moving when your hand's 
away. . — Browning. 


Tux goal which we endeavor to attain is 
scientific truth, the one test of which is 
that it will bear untrammeled and un- 
limited investigation. Such truth must 
be not only verified, but always verifiable. 

' It must welcome every test; it must recoil 
from no criticism, higher or lower, from 
no analysis and no skepticism. It chal- 
lenges them all. It asksfor no aid from 
faith; it appeals to no authority; it relies 
on the dictum of no master.—Daniel G. 
Brinton. 


A ‘‘WOMAN’s-RIGHT woman" gave me 
sometime since a watchword which would 
form & perfect motto for a hedonist so- 
ciety. It was this—‘'Self-development is 
greater than self-sacrifice.” Oddly enough, 
self-evident as this proposition seems to 
any enlightened mind the moment it is 
formulated, I find it greeted with surprise 
and hesitation among average Philistines 
wherever it first shows itself. People are 
so convinced of the old devil-worshiping 
belief in self-sacrifice asin itself a good 
thing, that it startles them to see self- 
development put before it. In short, 
they believe their god has so ill- constituted 
his world that for his creatures to develop 

. themselvs freely and satisfy the longings 
of their own natures is obviously wrong; 
while to sacrifice themselvs ruthlessly, 
and to repress or thwart or crucify their 
own natures, is obviously right and proper 
and desirable. One has only to place 
these two antithetical conceptions in such 
juxtaposition in order to see that the 
ascetic creed implies a diabolical origin 
for the cosmos. God so made us, and put 
such instincts in us, that to gratify them 
is wrong, and to crush them is right; to be 
happy is wicked, while to be miserable is 
righteousness.—Grant Allen. 
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THUMBSCREW AND RACK, wz, 


zz 


12 COPIES 
$7.00 
Sent Post Paid 

TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 


the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Colleotion, and including specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition. 
THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Racg, the Iron Grown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks 
the Heretic Catcher. the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Mouth-pear (gag), Iron Masks recommende 
by the Inguisition, Breaking and, Burning on the Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgia Up to Date the Execution Bell, etc. . 

“I used to read in books,” says Colonel Ingersoll, * how our fathers persecuted mankind But I 
never appreciated it Lreadit, batit did not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
the 1nfamies that have been committed in the name of religion until Isaw the iron arguments that 


ann ear - _ 12 Copies for $1.00 


Price, 10 Cents per Copy. “ L ` 
BUY A DOLLAR’S WORTH AND SCAT ER THEM AMONG YOUR OHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS! 
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EVERY Woman Ought to Read it. Every LIBERAL Womar 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Qage. 


This is Mrs, Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilization; woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendencyof Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
first conception. of inherent rights . . AE j : 

Chapter if deals with the theological dogmas of o:iginal sin &*d celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were soll 
as slaves; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church wa: unfavorable to virtue. ‘The 
celibacy of the clergy produced : egrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christi«n barbarism, the c.ergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning w.8 prohibited to women, husbanas prohibited from leaving th m more than one- 
Los of their property; daughters cou:d be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. : k 2 : 

Chapter d Marquet emis on Feudalism and its degradation of wom:n, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. _It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. ^  . t - 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days «f this phase ofreligious insanity Mrs Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet wag dangerous, so rabid were the cler y not to suffer œ witch t> liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the chnrch’s policy for obtaining un versal dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the “ Pilgrim Fathers " continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. 3 5 

‘The chapter on * Wives" shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights of woman—tLat the sale of daughters was p:acticed in Englan 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice ot buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriages opposed by the church. . "n 

In Caapter VII is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Keformation convened to sanction.this institution, that Luther and the other * prin- 
2ipal reformers ” favored it, as weil as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. . ; 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman's sufferings as interference with her ‘curse,’ of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman's “ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 
value Christianity has been and is to civilization. j 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itisalso extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain & supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
sone cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
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Jot for Parsons. 
l JACOBUS MAGNUS. 


À Sermon in the Valley. By Jonn Dicxrmw- 
son Doss, M.A., LL.D., in which the 
evil one, in the disguise of alcohol, in- 
spireth the reverend gentleman to say 
many true things inadvertently, trans- 
porteth him into high places on the 
wings of sentiment, showeth him visions, 
and turneth the current of his discourse 
toward terrestrial joys. 

Our text this morning will be found in 
the twenty-fourth chapter of the Book 
of Genesis, the eleventh and seventeenth 
verses; and my humble endeavor, ‘dear 
friends, will be to illustrate to you 
from the life of Jacob how virtue and 
piety are rewarded by the Almighty, and 
how he protects his chosen ones from the 
avarice and malicious hatred of the wicked. 
In all the sacred book, from Genesis to 
Malachi, we cannot find a story which 
affords stronger proof of God’s goodness 
‘and mercy to his children, and the stern 
justice meted out to those who disobey his 
holy word, than the career of Jacob, with 
which I hope you are all familiar.. What 
history is more thrilling to the Christian 
mind than that of this divinely-favored 
and immaculate patriarch of Israel? My 
friends, every sincere believer should be 
conversant with his exemplary career, 
stamped as itis with the marks of divine 
favor and approval -Looking to the 
chronicles of-the saints for encouragement 
in that hour when the Lord chasteneth his 
servant, and seemeth to permit the snares 
of the wicked and the machinations of 
Béelzebub to prevail against him, then it 
is that the lowly follower of Jesus feels in 
his heart & consciousness of the unerring 
justice of our Heavenly Father in his re- 
lations with us poor worms his ereatures; 
and we are reminded that God putteth 
forth the hand of his omnipotence to 8:10- 
cor the faithful in the time of peril. Just 
as he protected the innocent Jacob from 
the avarice of his brother Esau, and pre- 
served him from the imposition of the in- 
hospitable Laban, so also, my brother, 

- will he deal with thee if thou preservest 
thy faith in the puissant sway of his om- 
niscient grace; so will he bestow upon 
thee that religious discernment and moral 
stamina which form so firm a foundation 
for the virtues and piety of this admirable 
man, 

Turning to the initial portion of our 
text, in the eleventh verse of the twenty- 
fourth. chapter of Genesis, we find these 
remarkable words: ‘‘ And Jacob kissed Ra- 
chel, and lifted up his voice and wept.” 
I say remarkable, dear friends, because, 
although it may be admitted that the de- 
lights of so happy a recognition might 

_ fittingly be consummated with a kiss, still 

to one who has not devoted earnest and 

prayerful consideration to our inspired 
account of this affecting incident it may 
seem extraordinary conduct on the part 
of Jacob to lay violent hands upon his 
quivering vocal chord (still trembling, per- 
adventure, from this osculatory transport) 


and lift it off its feet toward the vast em- 


pyreal sphere in rapturous emphasis, the 
while he laid the dust sround the sacred 
well of Haran with a ‘shower of grateful 
tears. But, brethren, it pleased the Al- 
mighty Father, in his infinit wisdom, to 
giv us, through his inspired servant, the key 
to what might otherwise hav remained for 
all time a mystery and a stumbling-block 
to trip the faithful—casting, perchance, 
upon this great man’s spotless character s 
suspicion of hysterical tendencies. I be- 
lieve, my friends, that the strange deport- 
ment of Jacob at this juncture may be sat- 
isfactorily explained by a study of the sim- 
ple and unadorned language of the in- 
spired narrator of this interesting and in- 
structiv epoch in his life. Turn to the 
seventeenth verse of the same chapter, and 
you will read these words: ‘‘ But Rachel 
was beautiful and well-favored ” I think 
we may perhaps, without disrepect to the 
memory of the revered subject of our 
thoughts this morning, venture to remark 
that Jacob was probably an ardent ad- 
mirer of the charms of the gentler sex. At 
any rate, basing our supposition on his 
uxorious record subsequent to the day 
when for the first time, in the exuberant 
flush of youth, he pressed a kiss on the 
sweet mouth of the fair Rachel, we may 
reasonably assume that he undoubtedly 
evidenced this-virtue as he advanced in 

ears and righteousness. Whoknows, in- 
deed, that it may not hav evolved in direct 
consequence of the ecstasy of that feliei- 
tous moment when the youthful Jacob 
came upon this vision of loveliness and 
sipped his initial taste of the elysian nectar 
from the winsome lips of his virgin cousin. 

Brethren, we will digress at this point 
in order to study the pleasing picture 
which is here presented to us—Rachel, 
the daughter of Laban, the son of Nahor. 
Methinks I see her image pass before me, 
as it was imprinted on the heart of Jacob 
that radiant morning in the world's green 
youth when they two thrilled together be- 
side cool Haran’s pool! 
without a glance, however furtiv, at this 


Cau we proceed - 


soft statue of ingenuous grace, whose 
curving lines of beauty, suggested rather 
by. the very robes that hide them, evoke 
with their mute eloquence dreams of 
ecstatic bliss! Her raven tresses in a wave 
of curls glance on her snowy neck! Light, 
lovly limbs, to which the apirit’s play givs 
motion airy as the dancing spray of falling 
waters! ‘‘ Lips in whose rosy labyrinths 
when she smiles, the soul is lost!” And 
blushes swift and wild as are the moment- 
ary meteors that shoot athwart the un- 
tamed but beauteous firmament! Eyes— 
deep, fathomless, strange, but yet exqui- 
sit; now crossed by glimpses of the joys 
of heaven—now shad.wed with the shames 
of earth; in every look the flashes of a 
bright, unclouded soul, unstained with 
guile and ignorant of sorrow! I confess, 
dear friends, that though my head is hoary 
with the winters that hav flown, and my 
veins are waxing sluggish, I cannot rest 
my thoughts upon this charming picture 
without some return of that enthusiasm 
which was wont to. stir them to a quicker 
pulse in the days of fervid youth. I hav 
often wished, when reading this romantic 
episode in the life of Jacob, that. the 
genius of a Raphael or a Michael Angelo 
could hav exercised itself upon the deline- 
ation of this sensuous-breathing beauty of 
the dreamy East, and left upon his im- 
mortal canvas a master’sfancy of nature’s 
power and glory in the gorgeous land of 
her early love. Ah, my brethren!—and 
especially thou, my young brother, who, 
like Jacob, are not proof against the en- 
chantments .of feminin grace and beauty 
—who is there among us that would not 
hav claimed relationship with her? Who 
is there within the range of my voice this 
morning, that, meeting in the wilderness 
with this delicious prodigy of maiden 
eharms—this budding rose of Israel, still 
Sparkling with the dewdrops of the twi- 
light hour of childhood, yet warming into 
life and radiant with the beams of love's 
‘young dawn—who is there, I say, who 
would hav hesitated to stamp the assut- 
ance of relationship, with dear familiarity, 
on the untried lips of such an one! Nay, 
more! who is it that, in the language of 
our sacred text, would not hav ‘‘ lifted up 
*his voice and wept” for soulful joy at such 
a blessed vision! Yes, my brother, thou 
too wouldst hav done as did the youthful 
Jacob; for thee, also those lips would’ not 
hav smiled in vain their invitation! Thou, 
too, hadst irrigated the barren waste of 
superfluous expression which ornaments 
thy beaming face with the pent-up tor- 
rents of long-hoarded moisture! Thou, 
‘too, my brother, who oft in the debating- 
club hath raised thy voice in eloquent 
excuse of thy delinquent fees!—and thou, 
pale. faced ecclesiast, whose resonant tones 
are wont.to ring the rafters in melodious 
sweetness, and arouse the hardened sinner 
to.concede the cogent logic of thy burn- 
ing words, and thy peculiar fitness for the 
garrulous stump—ye all hadst seized with 
unkind hand, e’en as did. Jacob, the great 
distributors of thy small thoughts, and 
-lifted them in transport to the bright dome 
of blue infinity! l 

But, friends, wherefore this rapt atten- 
tion? Ye fright me with the warm en- 
couragement that your eyes do speak! 
The atmosphere within the house of 
prayer, where all before breathed naught 
could vex the calm tranquility which 
marks the workings of true faith and the 
serenity of stern Conviction, is now re- 
verberant with approving whispers, which 
echo back and forth from lips that erst- 
while scarce could summon energy to 
speak ordained responses. The somnolent 
brothers who ne’er hav missed for twenty 
years their Sabbath drowse, hav lost their 
lethargy and, wide-awake, do hang with 
eager attitude upon my words. Ah me! 
my heart migivs me! What hav I said 
that thus could rouse the interest of my 
flock to such a pitch of expectation? and 
why this strange delirium which numbs 
the limbs and steals away the senses? For 
an hour or more itssubtle sway has gained 
on me; and I confess the words of exhor- 
tation that the tongue did speak my soul 
knew not. It seems to me as though my 
brain were reeling with the burning fires 
of hell; my trembling knees soarce can 
support my weight; and some malignant 
force doth bear me toward the earth, and 
fain would hav me prone in horizontal 
shame. before you! Lord, what hath thy 
servant done that thou shouldst lay on 
bim the heavy hand of tribulation? Can 
it be possible that written in the holy 
book are words may lead astray him that 
doth read them? Away, satanic thought, 
inspired by the blasphemer! back to the 
noisome pit! And yet, doth not great 
Solomon, crowned by Jehovah with the 
priceless coronal of wisdom, invite his 
friends to ** drink, yea, drink abundantly 
O beloved”? Verily I fear the fiend 
hath entered me and put into my mouth 
abominations, that I might utter them in 
the sanctuary of the Most High! Breth- 
ren, I perceive that I can'stand no longer. 
Surely ’tis no else than death that thus 
affecteth me! Yea, true, the sands of life 
are slipping fast away; and I do feel the 
prefatorv fluttering which bespesks the 
spirit’s flight. Beneath my feet the old 


world reels; its wild pulsations thrill me 
with dismay, lest I should lose my foot. 
ing! Ere the roof doth fall upon us —hic 
—(and even now methinks Í see these 
massiv walls quake with disquietude) let 
me once more pronounce—hic—the bene- 
diction, and seek iu prayer the blessing 
of the Lord. Friends—hic—I am sinking; 
our mother earth attracts me. Mysteri- 
ous visitations do appall me with their 
strange phenomena. I see approaching 
me—hic—rare beings from sbove, who 
summon me to follow them, and one, more 
somber than the rest, which looks like— 
hic—death! Grim desth, if it be trul 
thee, embrace thy—hic—willing prey! 
Christ, receive my soul, winged for its 
blest reward, and waft thy servant—hic— 
to that mansion in the skies prepared for 
—hie—him! My children, blank oblivion 
cometh on apace!—hic—but ere uncon- 
sciousness o’ertakes me—hic—I will speak 
one last word more,—hic—hic— Keep in 
our—hic - hearts the story of —hic—great 
acob, and remem—hic—ber Rachel!— 
hic—hic.—. : 
‘From the Lickspittle Daily Buzz-Saw. 

We are glad to welcome into our midst 
the Rev Jeremiah Cant, who has been 
called to fill the vacancy of the First 
Hardhead church caused by the retire- 
ment of the Rev. John Dickinson Dobbs, 
who, on account of ill heath, has been 
strongly urged by his physicians to take a 
a long rest from the arduous labors of 
the ministry. ‘The congregation made up 
a handsome purse and presented it to their 
beloved pastor, and tears stood in the eyes 
of many as flock and shepherd parted. 

There will be a festival and hand-shak- 
ing at the parsonage this evening, at which 
all members of the congregation and 
their friends are invited to be present and 
extend a hearty welcome to the new pas- 
tor, Mr. Cant. VAUGHLEIGH. 
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THE GOD OF ISRAEL IS ASHAMED OF THE GRASSHOPPER BUSINESS.—Amos viii, 1-3. 


JY ews of the UDook. 


In this city the Populists hav nominated 
Dr. James McCallum for mayor. 


Tun Massachusetts Republicans re- 
nominated Frederick T. Greenhalge for 
governor. 


Witn1am L. STRoNG has been nomi- 
nated by the Republicans for mayor of 
New York. 


Tur new Poughkeepsie trolley system, 
covering thirty miles of line, was formally 
opened last week. 


Junar WinniAM J. Gaynor has declined 
the Democratic nomination for judge of 
the New York Court of Appeals. 


_ Pror. Vincenzo Borra, the distinguished 
Italian-American author, died in New 
vox on Oct. 5. He was born Nov. 11, 
1818. 


Con. Joan M. Curvineton, notorious in 
connection with the famous Sand Creek 
Indian massacre, diedin Denver last week 
of old age. 


At its meeting in Council Bluffs last 
week Gen. Greenville M. Dodge, of Iowa, 
was elected president of the Society of the 
Army of the Tennessee. 


AN immense steel-rail plant is about 
completed at Youngstown, Ohio, at a cost 
of $1,500,000. By means of interchange- 
able rolls both steel billets and rails can 
be made. 


THERE are some indications which point 
to the conclusion that Senator William B. 
Allison, of Iowa, a moderate protectionist, 
may receive the Republican nomination 
for president in 1896. 


In the twenty-first congressional district 
of New York the Democrats rebuked Si- 
mon Schermerhorn for his failure to vote 
for the Wilson bill, and nominated George 
Van Horn to succeed him. 


Ir looks as though the French were 
trying to stretch their protector:e over 

adagascar into a complete occupation of 
the country. If they do it may involve 
them in serious trouble with England. 


Tur Chinese are reported to hav aban- 
doned Moukden, the capital of Manchoo- 
ria, and the Japanese are said to hav 
landed a large force at 'Talien-Wah, 
on the Chinese coast northeast of Port 
Arthur. 


THERE was a slight Republican gain in 
the vote at the town elections in Connecti- 
cut, and a somewhat greater gain for 
license, Danbury, New Britain, and other 
places slipping away from the Prohibi- 
tionists. 


Tux late Atlantic coast cyclone, which 
failed to reach this city, caused great loss 
of life and property in Cubs. In the 
eastern part of the island the banana 
plantations were wrecked and two hun- 
dred people were killed. 


Ir is reported that rebellion has broken 
out in some of the provinces of China, ow- 
T ing to dissatisfaction with the conduct of 


the war against Japan, and it is rendered 
comparativly easy by the withdrawal of 
troops to send to the front. 


In the Florida election the main fight 
was between two Democratic factions, the 
friends and enemies of Senator Call, and 
Governor Mitchell stationed troops in 
Jacksonville, but they were not needed. 
The Populist vote was small. 


SENATOR McPuznsow, of New Jersey, 
announces that he cannot be a candidate 
for reélection, on account of failing health. 
It is supposed that this declaration is 
ealled out by the treatment of Congress- 
man Cadmus by his constituents. 


Tar Democrats of the Fifth New Jersey 
district repudiated Congressman Cadmus 
for his votesagainst tariffreform, declaring 
that he was a traitor to his party and more 
dangerous than an open enemy. Hon. 
Preston Stevenson was nominated in his 
place. 


A JAPANESE fleet, convoying transports 
—seventy vessels in all—has been sighted 
in the gulf of Pechili, near the Chinese 
coast. It is supposed that the troops on 
board constitute the Second corps of the 
Japanese army and that it numbers about 
30,000 men. 


Tar Democratic state central committee 
of Ohio has issued an address to the elect- 
ors of the state calling upon them to so 
vote that no matter which party secures 
the ascendancy in the next Congress the 
free coinage of silver will be attained. 
The document is a voluminous one. 


Tur Democratic minority of the recently 
adjourned Constitutional Convention of 
New York has issued to the electors of 
the state an address protesting against 
what is called an attempt to incorporate 
into the Constitution a ‘‘ gerrymander ” 
of the legislativ districts of the state. 


A RAGE riot is reported at Power’s Sta- 
tion, near Hawesville, Ky., on Oct. 4. 
Negro excursionists, forced to ride in 
separate cars, engaged ina shooting affray 
with several white men. The whites re- 
port that seven negroes were killed, and 
more wounded, and a number of whites 
wounded. 


‘A OYOLONE swept over Little Rock, Ark., 
on Oct. 2. Thirty buildings in the busi- 
ness portion of the city were unroofed and 
the state insane asylum and the peniten- 
tiary, two miles from town, were badly 
damaged. Several people were killed and 
property to the amount of $1,000,000 or 
more was destroyed. 


STILL another war governor has passed 
away; Andrew G. Curtin, of Pennsylvania, 
died at his home in Betlefonte on Oct. 7. 
He was born in that place on April 27, 
1817. To him was chiefly due the first 
nomination of Lincoln, and the troops he 
raised were the first to reach the national 
capital at the outbreak. of the civil con- 
flict. He called an extra session of the 
legislature, secured an appropriation of 
$8,500,000, and with that equipped the re- 
serves that saved Washington after the 
first battle of Bull Run. 


Pror. Dav Swma, the liberal minister, 
died in Chicago on Oct. 8. Accused of 
heresy, he left the Presbyterian church 
several years ago and established Central 
ehureh, on undenominational lines. He 
800n had a larger church and was receiving 
a larger salary than any other minister ip 
Chicago. Services were held in Central 
Music Hall, which was too small to ac- 
commodate the crowds which went to hear 
him. The church had a Sunday school 
of three thousand pupils, a large kinder- 
garten and an industrial school. Pro- 
fessor Swing was born in Cincinnati in 
1088. : 


In the election in Georgia last week a 
large vote was polled and the Democratic 
candidates. were successful, atough by a 
greatly decreased majority from that ob- 
tained two years ago. The majority has 
fallen from 70,000 to less than 30,000 on 
the vote for governor. William Y. Atkin- 
son, the governor-elect, runs 4,000 behind 
the rest of the Democratic ticket. As he 
had declared himself for the free coinage 
of silver and as a vote against him was a 
vote for the free coinage Populist candi- 
date, Judge Hines, it would seem that the 
disaffection toward him had other causes 
than the currency issue. 
hav the state legislature by a safe majority, 
thus insuring them a United States Sen- 
ator to succeed Patrick Walsh. 


COMMODORE ELBRIDGE T, GERRY, presi- 
dent of the society alleged to exist for the 
prevention of cruelty to children, has been 
in trouble lately, as Mr. Goff, examining 
witnesses before the Lexow committee, 
took occasion to protest against the law 
which puts so much arbitrary power into 
the hands of the officers of that society. 
Mr. Gerry wanted to read a statement re- 
garding acertain case to the committee, but 
he was told that he 20uld not do so, as the 
committee was not listening to the reading 
of statements, but was taking sworn testi- 
mony; if Mr. Gerry desired to go on to 
the stand and be sworn he could do so. 
Commodore Gerry also wants & law passed 
by the legislature to provide for the legal 
whipping of men guilty of extreme cruelty 
to children. A resolution favoring this 
method of punishment wasadopted by the 
society. 


OLIVER WENDELL Homes, author of 
the ‘‘ Autocrat of the Breakfast Table," 
the ‘‘ Wonderful One-Hoss Shay,” and 
other famous articles and poems, died at 
his home in Boston on Oct.7. He was one 
of America’s foremost, men of letters. He 
was of Dutch descént on the mother’s 
side, the Wendells having gone from Al- 
bany to Boston early in the eighteenth 
century; Jansen Wendell, who came from 
the Old World in 1645, was the first 
settler. Wendell Phillips was descended 
from the same family, and Dr. Holmes 
alluded to the fact in his Phi Beta Kappa 
poem of 1881; 


“Fair cousin, Wendell P., 
Our ancestors were dwellers by the Zuy- 
der Zee; 
Both Grotius and Erasmus were country- 
men of we, 
And Vondel was our namesake, though 
he spelt it with a V." 


Md Wendell Holmes was born Aug 29, 
1800. 
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400 Years of Freethought. 
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"Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past’ Four Hundred Years. 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four Hunprep YEARS or 
FarEeTHOUGHT has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hay proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 
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the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four HuxpRED YEARS or FaEETHOUGHT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
euce; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 LaravgrTE PLAOE, New Yoszr. 
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nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itisaradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can he more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

RS Lafayette Pl1., New York. 


The Truth Seeker To., 


Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address..... 
dnclosed find $__..in payment of the same. 


a —À ee — 


5.00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3): 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscrihers he will get his paper for $1; ‘by getting three new subscribers: 
he will not only get his own /?ee, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting fonr new suhscribers he will have his own: 
free and gain $2. 
‘with them the advantages of the club rates. . l 

This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


If anyone chooses. or if by so doing he carii easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share: 


DES ——— £8 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


POST CFFICE, [Box Sr. & No., ir ANY.] & STATE. 


ul M qu | | 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


| 
) 
j 
j 
) 
) 


Vol.21. No.42 {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.) New York, Saturday, October 20, 1894. [os LAFAYETTE: PL} $3.00 Per Year, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E, M. MAODONALD, Editor sand Manager. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


SATURDAY, - - - - OOTOBER 20, 1894. 


' SUBSCRIPTION RATES; 


One subscription with one newsubscriber, in oneremittance. 5 00 
One ROS DRUR with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
DO. e eeeooescececcocosootesoecetosenestettoss on 00009000 TES 


DoD cercnncvccccvccvccveccccsoccccsccccccccccccccce lO OO 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittanoe. : 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, drasé on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make draftis, ohecks, post-ofice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

; 28 Lafayette place, New York. 


. SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


 . A Distinction Without Much Difference. 


A few months ago we mentioned the fact that 
Rev. Irl R. Hicks, of St. Louis, had preached a 
sermon in 1874 in Eden Chapel in Missouri, and we 
said that it was stated that in that sermon he had 
declared that the soul of Abraham Lincoln “went 
howling from the theater down to hell.” Some 
reader of this paper has sent Mr. Hicks a copy of 
the issue containing the paragraph in question, and 
now he favors us with a marked copy of his Word 
and Works for August, in which he says that we 
are mistaken—only he does not use that exact form 
of words—that he did not say what we were in- 
formed that he said. He explains that he was 
preaching a Thanksgiving sermon, in which he 
emphasized the fact that the prayers and thanks- 
givings of the people should be hearty and devout, 
and that the rulers who issued the proclamations, 
“calling the nation to prayers and thanksgivings, 
should join the people in making such occasions 
what they ought to be.” Mr. Hicks continues: 

** We deplored the fact that, at the close of a long and 
. bloody civil war, on the very day President Lincoln had 
called the nation to devout prayer and thanksgiving, he 
lost his life, ‘not amid the assemblies whom he had called 
to the house of God, but in the public theater, the gates 
of which open hellward from the earth.’ Our remarks 
were not intended as an attack upon President Lincoln, 
but a comment on the sin and folly of trifling with God, 
a8 if formal proclamations, creeds, or confessionals, were 
anything but mockery in his sight, without the sincere 
and devout service of the heart. We are still of the opin- 
ion that ‘the gates of the public theater open hellward 
from the earth ’—that it is a source of extravagance and 
vanity, a menace to chastity and morality, and that no 
man or woman With well balanced mind and heart would 
complacently entertain the thought of passing from the 
sensual amphitheater directly into the presence of 
Almighty God.” 

We fail to see that Mr. Hicks has helped his case 
very much. If “the gates of the theater open hell- 
ward from the earth,” Abraham Lincoln, who re- 
ceived his death wound in the theater, ran consid- 
erable risk of going straight to hell when he died. 
Evén now the preacher more than intimates that 
Lincoln was guilty of “the sin and folly of trifling 
with God,” and we would not be surprised if as 
early as 1874 his words and manner were less con- 
ciliatory than his words are now. Now he says 
that it is his opinion that no man or woman with 
* well balanced mind and heart” would like to 


think of going from the theater directly into ** the 
presence of Almighty God" The implication seems 
to be that Lincoln did not hav a well-balanced 
mind and heart, and we fairly presume that this is 
what the average clergyman thinks of every person 
who attends the theater. It occursto us that the 
implication may be as valid, as & general proposition, 
as would be a similar one regarding àll attendants 
at church services, but no more so. 


The Secular Prineiple of Government. 

Should the state grant any favors to any church 
or to any number of churches? Should the state 
contribute in any way to the propagation of relig. 
ious dogmas? Should the state compel outward 
respect for or observance of any rite, ceremony, or 
institution of any church or of any religious system ? 
Secularism promptly answers these questions with 
an unqualified No. The union of chureh and state 
is wrong in principle and disastrous in effect. All 
history testifies to this. So indisputably true 
is it that even those sectarists who are striving to 
establish a theocracy in this country are compelled 
to continually protest that they are unalterably op- 
posed to the union of the church with the state— 
that is, they are forced to disguise their intentions, 
forced to pretend that they hate that which they 
love, forced to make believe that they are Secular- 
ists in all but the name, for Secularists they must 
be if they do not believe in the combination of the 
church with the state or the subordination of the 
state: to the church. Yet, despite all their solemn 
declarations that they favor the complete separation 
of the state and the church they hate and loathe 
the principles of Secularism and the name of Secu- 
larist. Why this glaring contradiction, this un- 
blushing self-stultification? The key that unlocks 
the mystery is the fast that they are not opposed to 
church and state union. How, then, do they salve 
their consciences for the deception practiced upon 
the uncritical public? Ina very simple way indeed. 
They say that they do not want any particular 
church to be made the state church, for that would 
be the union of church and state, but they ‘do want 
the fundamental principles of religion recognized 
by the state, and that would not be the union of 
church and state. They fail to see, or at least to 
publiely acknowledge, that the essence of theocracy 
is the favoritism shown by the political powers to 
the beliefs of certain citizens at the expense of other 
citizens. Favoritism breeds irresponsibility, cor- 
ruption, and tyranny, and these are the great evils 
of ecclesiastical alliance with or dominance over the 
state. . 

Thus it is clearly apparent that the recognition 
of religion by the state is essentially union of 
church and state. This fact is brought out still 
more distinctly by an enumeration of the demands 
of the theocrats. They want church property to be 
exempt from taxation; this means the appropria- 
tion of money by the state to the churches. They 
want chaplains in the army and navy, in the cham- 
bers of legislation, and in penal and reformatory 
institutions; this means more state payments to 
the churches. They want religious instruction in 
the publie schools; this means still more money 
from the state for the propagation of church dog- 
mas and also the direct teaching of those dogmas 
by the employees of the state. 'They want laws 
forbidding work and recreation on Sunday; this is 
& demand for the setting aside of one day in the 
week for the exclusiv use of a privileged class—-the 
priesthood—and is intended to secure an acknowl- 
edgment of a tenet of the Christian church. They 
want the social relations of men and women regulated 
in aecordance with what they say was the opinion en- 


tertained by a young Jew worshiped by them as a 
part of God; this means, of course, the recognition 
by the state of another tenet of the Christian 
church. They want the national Constitution so 
amended that the fundamental doctrins of the 
Christian church and of Theism will be made a part 
thereof and all except professing Christians be shut 
out of public positions—if this does not mean open 
and unequivocal union of church and state, what 
does it mean ? 

What man or woman who intelligently loves lib- 
erty and justice can indorse th» theocratic program 
or recoil from the acceptance of the principles of 
Secularism ? 


The Christian Reformer, the most aggressiv or- 
gan of the theocratic party, keeps a very sharp 
watch on the columns of Tus Trurn Szrrkzn, and 
givs its readers the benefit of many of our exhorta- 
tions, but it generally fights shy of our arguments. 
However, in its issue of October 6th it made a few 
quotations that might hav shocked some of its con- 
stituency. We had said that a great deal of the 
prevalent political corruption “is directly charge- 
able to the theocrats. The attempt to subvert the 
secular Constitution has contributed powerfully to 
the unmanning of politicians. They hav been bul- 
lied into voting for all sorts of unconstitutional 
laws, and hav made all kinds of promises under 
duress of threats of defeat in future elections if they 
did not giv their public indorsement to the demands 
of the theocrats.” This was certainly plain enough 
without what immediately followed it in the edito- 
rial from which it was taken by the Christian Re- 
former. Any person of.ordinary mind should hav 
been able to see that we had reference to the theo- 
cratic legislation secured by the Sabbatarians and 
other people of that class “under duress of threats 
of defeat” for the legislators who should fail to vote 
for the laws demanded in the interest of religion. 
But the editors of the Christian paper evidently 
did not like to lay before their readers statements 
of fact which the editors knew could not be dis- 
posed of by them. Hence they said: “ To say that 
the efforts of Christian people for the enactment 
and enforcement of Christian laws lead to political 
corruption is to utter arrant nonsense." Then they 
proceeded to dilate upon the political rottenness of 
the great cities, as though our remarks had direct 
reference to that kind of political corruption. Here 
is what immediately succeeded the lines reproduced 
by the Christian Reformer: 

“They [the legislators] hav seen misleading and 
even forged petitions laid upon their desks, and 
they hav not dared to expose the fraud, but hav had 
to make believe that they saw nothing wrong, and 
hav talked and voted as though they had not the 
slightest doubt of the’ truth of the theocrats’ asser- 
tion that those documents actually expressed the 
solemn wish of a vast majority of the people.” 

All this needed no explanation; it was self-evident 
that we alluded to the scandalous performances of 
the Sabbatarians at the time they were trying to 
close the gates of the World’s Fair on Sunday. To 
emphasize the fact which the Reformer seems to be 
so anxious to obscure, we again print soñe figures ` 
which we gave in Taz Trura Szzkxn of July Tth: 
“The actual number of petitioners calling for the 
closing of the Fair on Sunday was 315,154; those 
protesting against closing numbered 300,000. The 
Sundayites claimed that 40,000,000 people had asked 
for Sunday closing; they attempted to substantiate 
this claim by offering to Congress petitions said to 
number 25,509,182. Here are afew samples of their 
rascality: Michigan has a population of 2,093,896; it 
was represented to hav sent 4,096,240 petitions. 
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Mr. Beegle forgets that the authorized version is 
the one in common use, even in the church, and 
that Mr. Vennum may very properly retort that it 
is not his business to throw aside the version of his 
God’s holy book which that God has permitted his 
children to use for two hundred and seventy years, 
and take up one which the spirit of modern skepti- 
eism forced the Protestant church to giv to the 
world without its being asked for by the masses of 
Protestant Christians. More than this, Mr. Ven- 
num may well be justified in censuring his colleague 
for calling attention in this perilous time to the as- 
tonishing fact that the “ Word of God" may be made 
decent or indecent by & council or conference of 
men who lay no claim to inspired wisdom and for 
whom the most zealous Christian would not assert 
inerrancy of judgment. Certainly Mr. Beegle has 
not helped the case for the Bible a bit by bis learned 
intervention. Every such “defense” as his is an 
assault on the alleged divinity cf the book. — 

In another letter Mr. Beegle adr.its that it is not 
easy at first sight to successfully meet Mr. Wise's 
contention that if he is to be punished because he 
sent one passage of the Bible through the mails 
then those who publish and scatter the Bible 
broadcast should be punished much more severely. 
But the preacher thinks that it should be remem- 
bered that the statute books of all the states con- 
tain language far more obscene than Isaiah xxxvi, 
12, and that in the trial of criminal cases in our 
courts the lawyers are permitted to “put questions 
both to clients and witnesses, and that too in open 
court, before the crowds often, which are more ob- 
scene than the Bible passage referred to.” All this 
may be true, but if the Bible should be non- 
prosecutable when it contains words which must be 
used in the statute books to define crime, and which 
lawyers must use in prosecuting persons accused of 
crime, why should not other books hav immunity 
from prosecution when they contain the same or 
similar words? Why should the Bible be privileged 
and reformatory and scientific books and papers be 
outlawed? E. H. Heywood’s “Cupid’s Yokes” and 
Dr. Knowlton’s “ Fruits of Philosophy” were seri- 
ous works written to advance what their authors 
believed would be the progress of humanity, and 
yet nothing availed to save those pamphlets from 
condemnation or those who sold them from pun- 
ishment. Why this discrimination? 

We hav no desire to see Mr. Wise punished for 
doing what he had a perfect right-to do, and neither 
are we fighting to shut the Bible out of the mails; 
we are demanding simply that the church shall 
cease its dictatorship and that the Bible shall not 
be permitted. to go where modern humanitarian 
works are denied passage. 

Mr. Wise was simply showing up the obscenity 
of the Bible, and to prevent his doing that the 
Christian preacher jumped on him. The Christians 
do not care that the Bible is obscene—they claim 
indeed that it is not—but when an Infidel shows 
that it is they put him in prison. It is to defend 
their book that they are striving to put Mr. Wise 
in jail—not for sending it through the mails, as 
they do that themselvs. They are striving to deter 
Infidels from attacking the Bible, and every Infidel 
should rally to defeat them. It would be a pretty 
thing if Christians can send the Bible smut through 
the mails and then put in prison every Infidel who 
points out that sraut. 


The population of Ohio is 3,672,316; they said she 
sent 4,104,396 petitions. Pennsylvania's inhabitants 
number 5,258,014; the Sundayite petitions were 
pretended to bear the names of or to represent 15,- 
552,473 people! Think of it! If every man, woman, 
and child, including new-born babes, in these three 
states had asked for Sunday closing the petitioners 
would hav been but 11,024,226. According to the 
good Sabbatarians, 23,753,109 names were secured 
in those states. In other words, there were 12,728,- 
883 more alleged signatures or votes for Sunday 
closing than there were people of all ages in the 
states named.” 

In this connection we printed the remarks made 
by a Presbyterian minister, Rev. Mr. Cross, before 
a committee of Congress. Here they are again: 

** Ma. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF THE COMMITTEE: 
The real object of my being here to speak a word is in 
favor of intellectual honesty on the part of the orthodox 
churches. I am a minister of an orthodox church. I 
notice in my territory that these church petitions are ex- 
ceedingly delusiv as to the number of those that sign 
them or vote for them. Now, for example, in one in- 
stance in our state the Presbyterians passed a resolution, 
saying that we represent so many, aggregating a certain 
membership; and then the Christian Endeavor Society, 
composed of many of the same church-members alluded 
to by that Presbyterian church, will pass a like resolution 

_ and say we represent fifty, seventy, or one hundred 
members. And then it will be brought before the 
Sunday-school. And many of the persons who are 
counted as voting for the resolutions will hav been 
counted three, four, or five times; and it is almost on the 
principle of voting early and often, which is so much op- 
posed in secular politics. I am a witness to this fact: 
There was one petition claiming to represent eighty 
church-members that signed the petition to Congress, 
but they were not present at all It was ata Sunday- 
school, and the vote was taken by the Sunday-school 
superintendent, and there were children voted for these 
resolutions that were not old enough to know whether 
the expression ‘ World’s Fair’ meant the pretty girls in 
the next pew or the Columbian Exposition in Chicago.” 

Is there any room for doubt as to the species of 
political corruption that we meant had been caused 
or increased by the attempt to put Christian laws 
into our statute books? But more than this may 
justly be charged to the account of the theocrats. 
There can be no question that every such transac- 
tion as that to which the Sabbatarians and the 
members of Congress were parties must inevitably 
tend to the demoralization of all concerned. So in 
another sense it is true that the attempt of the the- 
ocratics. to make their religious notions a part of 
the civil law has “contributed powerfully to the 
unmanning of politicians," notwithstanding the 
Reformer’s assertion that such an averment is “ ar- 
rant nonsense.” 

We shall consider this subject further next week. 


Mr. Wise, His Trial, and the Preachers. 


J. B. Wise attended the Leavenworth term of 
the federal court to answer to the charge of ob- 
Scenity made against him at the instigation of 
Rev. H. B. Vennum for mailing the preacher a 
postal card on which was written a passage from 
the Bible, but the case was continued to the April 
term of the court at Topeka. While it would be & 
relief to Mr. Wise to hav the suit disposed of at 
once, the postponement will giv us time to reach 
the people with a statement of the facts and argu- 
ments on the merits of the prosecution and the im- 
plications of such a charge against the Bible. 

Rev. S. D. Beegle has lately had two letters in 
the Clay Center Dispatch in which he has attempted 
to break the force of the Rev. Mr. Vennum’s assault 
on the Bible. He says that if Mr. Vennum had 
“carefully studied the different translations of the 
Bible, and especially the revised version of 1881, he 
might hav avoided all this trouble and all this dis- 
grace to the Bible, to the church, and to the relig- 
ion of the Bible.” 

*' Tn the revised version the objectionable words in the 
said passage are rendered, and no doubt correctly, ina 
way which leaves in them little, if anything, that is indel- 
icate. Compare Clarke’s Commentary, also that of 
Jamieson, Faucet, and Brown. For the only still re- 
maining somewhat objectionable word, the latter com- 
meniary very properly proposes a perfectly proper word 
as a substitute. With these changes, the passages would 
be far less indebeate than many passages found in the 
criminal laws of every state in the union. In Short, it 


would be & passage of which the most sensitiy nerves 
need not be afraid." 


Injustiee Does Not Pay. 

The original constitution of Tennessee, like those 
of some other Southern states, provided that no 
minister or priest could be eligible to a keat in the 
legislature, and in the case of Tennessee the provi- 
sion has stood through all the revisions of the con- 
stitution. 
for the inhibition. It is this: “The ministers of 
the gospel are, by their profession, dedicated to 
God and the care of souls, and ought not to be 
diverted from the great duties of their functions.” 
This sounds suspiciously like one of the favorit 
arguments against giving the ballot to woman. 
She ought not to “be diverted from the great 
duties” which her functions devolve upon her. 
‘the Chattanooga Times thinks that an amendment 
to the federal Constitution disqualifying ministers 


In the * whereas" we find the reason 


and priests for office would be promptly ratified by 
the Southern states without an exception. Curi. 
ously enough, the reason it assigns for the exely. 
sion of this class of citizens from direct participa. 
tion in law-making is the exact opposit of that given 
by the framers of the Tennessee constitution. T, 
says that the real reason for the prohibition was “the 
Jeffersonian revolt against ministerial meddling ip 
civil affairs.” From this it would appear that that 
clause in the constitution was “writ sarcastic” 
The utter futility of discrimination against a clasg 
in the effort to safeguard the rights of the people 
was perhaps never more conclusivly shown than in 
this instance. The ministers of Tennessee werg 
forbidden to help frame the laws of that state be. 
cause it was feared that they might make an in. 
jurious use of their power if they were put upon an 
equality with their lay fellow-citizens. What is the 
result? Why, Tennessee is one of the most into]. 
erant states in the Union, as witness the abomin. 
able persecution of the Adventists. What has pro- 
Beription gained for freedom of conscience? Noth. 
ing, of course; it never does. It never pays to 
discriminate when framing constitutions and. enact- 
inglaws. Partialism is unwise, dangerous, suicidal, 
No matter how plausible may be the arguments 
with which we justify, or try to justify, these 
political boycotts, they are sure to bring in their 
train greater evils than those they were designed to 
eure or prevent. Let the example of Tennessee be 
a warning to those who are just now fascinated 
with the Orange idea that it would be a fine stroke 
of policy to shut Catholics out of office and expatri- 
ate Catholic priests, perhaps even to disfranchise 
‘all of that faith. “The blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the church,” and every Catholie made to 
suffer in anyway because he is a Catholic will be 
strengthened in his faith instead of alienated from 
it and his influence in its behalf will be tenfold 
greater than it was before. It seems absolutely 
incredible that this should for an instant fail to be 
self-evident to any Freethinker, and to every Free- 
thinker. l 


“ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” is Out 
and Away. , 


Al advance orders for Mr. Putnam’s master- 
piece of Freethought literature hav been filled, and 
now we are able to send out the book as it is or- 
dered. Among the commendations of the Volume 
that hav already come to our desk are these: 


**Hour Hundred Years of Freethought’ received. I 
hay not had time to fully examin the work, but believe it 
is all you claim in the advertisment; and so far as the 
get-up of the book is concerned, it is side by side with 
Mr. C. P. Farrell’s volume of Ingersoll’s lectures, in my 
opinion, A. B, Lennox.” 


. ** Boston, Mass., Oct, 10, 1894. 
“I hav just received my copy of ‘Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought,’ and looked over all the pictures, and 
they are a very fine set of Freethinkers, men and women. 
I hav seen about forty of the originals, and testify that 
the portraits are good likenesses. I consider it an honor 
to be mentioned in such a book. I wish you may havs 
hundred editions: Henry N. Sronn.” 
s ** MONTREAL, Oct, 12, 1894. 
“I got ‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought’ yester- 
day, and was indeed surprised to see such a grand book. 
Every wide-awake Freethinker who can raise the money 
will be bound to hav it; for it is not only a complete out- 
line of the progress of modern thought, but it is espe 
cially interesting to see the faces and know about the lives 
of the men and women whose writings we constantly 
read People pay fifty cents for a portrait of a celebrity, 
and here are one hundred and forty portraits, most of 
them printed in a high style of art, $70 worth, and moré 
besides! All for $5! Comrade Putnam deserves great 
praise for this tremendous effort, wonderfully well done 
in so short atime. His power of description and narta- 
tion is marvelous; he is one of the most forcible and yet 
ornate writers of our time. The publishers, too, are en- 
titled to much commendation for their share of the work. 
“R. C, A." 


As will be seen by reference to our advertismenís 
on our Ist and 2d pages, we are making some very 
favorable offers in connection with this book. 


` «Camilla ” is informed that no attention is paid 
to anonymous manuscripts. All articles intended 
for publication must be accompanied by the real 
name of the writer. Of course any initial or nom 
de plume may be attached to the article, but the 
author’s name must be made known to the editor 


eae 


Four New Books by Colonel Ingersoll. 

Colonel Ingersoll has a new lecture, which he will 
deliver this fall and winter. It is entitled “The 
Holy Bible,” and is now ready in pamphlet form. 
A million copies should be sold, and we, are ready 
to dispose of our share of them at the regular and 
low price of twenty-five cents each. It will make a 
superb missionary document. 

His lectures on Shakspere and Lincoln are also 
in press, and will be readysoon. The price of each 
will be twenty-five cents. They will be printed in 
handsome shape, in paper covers. Every one 
will want copies of these splendid addresses, and 
orders may be sent to us at once, and will be filled 
as soon as we get the books from the publisher. 

Another pamphlet which everybody will want is 
this: “Is Suicide a Sin?" The work contains Col- 


onel Ingersoll’s two letters to the New York World, 


together with the replies of famous clergymen and 
others, & verdict from a jury of eminent men of 
New York, curious facts about suicides, celebrated 
essays and opinions of noted men, and an original 
chapter on the * Great Suicides of History." Price, 
in heavy paper, with late portrait of Robert G. Inger- 
soll, twenty-five cents. 
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**Igitnottime to stop tinkering with the Bible and 
treat it as a book commanding respect, reverence, and 
obedience?”— The Presbyterian. 

The time has come to stop worshiping the Bible 
and to treat it as all other books should be treated 
—accept the truths it contains, reject what is not 
true, and hold the judgment in suspension regard- 
ing what is doubtful. 


It will no doubt interest all Freethinkers to learn 


that the pious and pestiferous Henry W. Blair, of 
New Hampshire, who is again a candidate for 


United States Senator, has been indorsed by the 
American Protectiv Association of his state. 
much as Blair is one of the most conspicuous sup- 
porters of various church-and-state schemes, while 


the association named claims to stand for the 


divorce of politics and religion, the action of the New 
Hampshire councils will no doubt induce serious 


thought in the minds of afew people of Liberal 


views. 


W. Holman Hunt, the artist, in his presidential 


address to the Sunday Society of England, sug- 
gested that Jesus Christ, were he living in Christen- 
dom to-day; would advise his disciples to visit the 
museums on Sunday. Merely observing in passing 
that if the people of the world had heeded his in- 


junction to take no thought for the morrow, there 
would be no museums for anybody to visit on any 
day, it should be said that it makes little difference 
what Jesus or Julius Cæsar would think about the 
matter. "What is essential is this: Would the 
Sunday opening of museums and other places where 
useful information and pleasant entertainment can 
be found be eonduciv to the physical, intellectual, 
and moral well-being of the people? There can be 
no doubt that it would: That settles the question, 
regardless of the supposititious opinion of some an- 
cient citizen who never heard of a museum or of an 
art gallery. ; 


The Christian Reformer, referring to the current 
story of the group of Senators who did not know 
where to look in the Bible for the Sermon on the 
Mount, remarks: . i 

**'Think of men being sent to the United States Senate 
who know so little of the Bible! It is not likely they 


would put much of the spirit of the Sermon on the Mount 
in their legislation.” 


If they should set out to put in practice the 
principles of that discourse ‘they would at once 
abolish the judicial oath. How would that suit the 
pious people who think they cannot tell the truth 
unless they swear to it? The Senators would also 
set themselvs against all laws for the collection of 
debt and all laws punishing kidnaping. The 
Senate would. dismiss its chaplain, for he prays in 
the public place where and because he may be 
“seen of men.” It would adopt a resolution pro- 


testing against the accumulation of property or 


the doing of anything involving taking thought for 
the days to come, and to harmonize its action with 
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its words it would cease to legislate and the Sen- 


ators would renounce their salaries and hereafter 
look to their heavenly father for their food, raiment, 
and shelter. If to be a Christian one must put in 


practice the precepts of the Sermon on the Mount. 


there is not a Christian in the world to-day. 


The Dakota gentleman who thinks that the 
mythical miraculous preservation of the three He- 
brew children gave God a license to burn to death 
the five hundred people who perished in the forest 


fires in the Northwest this year may be pleased to 


hear that the same “ merciful Providence ” has just 
killed nine Hebrew children in this city by throw- 
ing an unfinished factory down upon the tenements 


in which they resided. As all Christians who are 


familiar with the Bible are aware, God long since 
solved the problem of aerial navigation, and in old 
times was occasionally seen flying “on the wings 
of the wind.” Well, on the morning of October 
10th he came along on the hurricane which swept 
over this city and picked up an eight-rtory brick 
building, and with it killed the nine Hebrew chil- 
dren mentioned, members of the Steinman, Korones, 
and Abrahams families. He had just counted the 
hairs of their heads, as is his wont. 


The United States Government is run by the 
Christian church. Because Postmaster Hesing of 
Chicago was going to hav a parade of the carriers 
of the city—with their cheerful consent—on Sun- 
day, the preachers raised a great fuss and sent ina 
protest to the department at Washington, and 
they of Chicago were reinforced by the priests in 
other parts of the country. The department sur- 
rendered and countermanded the parade. 
solence of these preachers is simply intolerable. 
Let the people tell them that it is none of their 
business what the letter carriers do with their time 
when off duty. The Freethought Lett er-Writing 
Corps will this week write to Postmaster-General 
Bissell, at Washingtion, D. C., in protest against 
this interference with Postmaster Hesing and 
the carriers of Chicago at the dictation of men 
who want to make all the people of the country be- 
lieve as they believe or pretend to believe. - 


We do not know whether the Mennonites love 
their enemies, as Jesus commanded his disci- 


ples to do, but it seems that there are some of 


that sect who are willing to be robbed for the 
glory of God. A press dispatch tells us that on 
October 8th, in Manor township, near Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, the house of Christian Witner, a 
Mennonite, was entered by burglars and several 
thousand dollars, which Mr. Witner had just drawn 
from the bank, was stolen. The Mennonites do 
not countenance war or civic contention, and conse- 
quently Mr. Witner had no weapons in the house 
and so was an easy Victim. Wishing to avoid all 
“eivic contention,” the family did not acquaint the 
authorities with their loss and the officials did not 
hear of it until the 10th. Now the Witners are wor- 
ried because there is likely to be trouble about the 
matter. We sincerely hope that no Christian or 
latitudinarian panegyrist of the Sermon on the 
Mount will make fun of this good Mennonite family. 


The National Reformers and other people of that 
ilk are very strongly impressed with the idea that 
the kingdom of God will be in a fair way to be 
realized on earth if only they can get a recognition 
of their peculiar religious notions into the Constitu- 
tion and rigid Sunday laws written in the national 
and state statute books. Their childlike faith in 
the saving grace of brute force reminds Rev. E. M. 
Wheelock, of Austin, Texas, of a bright little five- 
year-old girl who wanted her mother to adopt as a 
playmate for her a boy baby who had been left an 
orphan. Its parents were Jews. The mother was 
averse to such an arrangement and thought she 
could settle the matter for good by saying: “ But, 
Mabel, he is a Jew, and you wouldn't hav a Jew for 
your little brother, would you?” Mabel considered 
the question for a moment, and then said: “No, 


mamma, I wouldn’t; but can’t you spank him and 
make him believe in Christ?” The Covenanters 
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want to spank all the Freethinkers, Jews, and Ad- 
ventists in the country. 


We in America are a free people; we love liberty, 


in the abstract; we laud it in the papers, and shout 
praises of it from the political stumps and Fourth 
of July rostrums, but this is the way we allow an 
illiterate old man to lead us around by our auricu- 
lar appendages. 
this city : 


The story is told in the Times of 


“Anthony Comstock, the agent of the Society for the 


Suppression of Vice, had a lively argument yesterday 
with J. A. Wood, who, in company with Edward Paisle, 
is the publisher of a series of pamphleta which are being 
sold by the street pedlers. 


**Mr. Comstock met Wood in Ann street. He began 


the conversation by asking where Wood published the 
books. Wood replied that they were printed in Phila- 
delphia. ` 


** Mr. Comstock ordered the publisher to take the books 


off the wagons, telling him that they were unfit to put be- 
fore young people. 


“Young man,’ said Mr. Comstock, ‘are you aware 


that you are Violating the law ?' 


*** No," replied Mr. Wood. ‘Judge O'Brien handed 


down & decision that the books were not obscene.’ 


** * Judge O’Brien’s decision is not worth the paper it 


is written on,’ retorted Comstook. 


** ‘You can take your choice,’ said Comstock. ‘Hither 


take those books from the street or go to court and de- 
fend yourself. I advise you to take them off, as you hav 


no defense to make.’ Wood said he would hav them 
taken off, and the argument ended.” 

“And the argument ended”! Why shouldn’t it 
end to Comstock's complete satisfaction when the 
agent of such a society can snap his fingers with 
perfect impunity in the face of a judge of the 
Supreme Court of the state? Our dictator grows 
more &nd more arrogant as the years go by and the 
hand of justice continues to do injustice at his 
command. Occasionally a judge snubs him, but 
he does not care so very much for that, for he is 
convinced that a man who can hav his own way, as 
he does, nineteen times out of twenty, is extremely 
lucky, as things go in this world. And he is right. 

elie E, 


It is a quite common error to suppose that the 
majority is justified in suppressing by force what- 
ever they imagin is productiv of bad results In- 
deed, this is the mistaken idea most frequently 
entertained by people who otherwise think with 
more than average clearness. The church has 
always acted in accordance with this view, and the 
result is that she has been the most cruel and de- 
structiv power that has ruled and desolated human- 
ity. Freethought is the protest of common sense, 
science, mercy, justice, and liberty against this 
baleful delusion. The sole legitimate function of 
enacted law is the protection of the personal and 
property rights of the individual. When it goes 
beyond that it becomes crime and invites disaster. 
There is no justification in ethics or statesmanship 
for the attempted suppression of the propaganda 
of any creed. At rare intervals some misguided 
Infidel suggests that it would be well to forbid the 
preaching of Christian doctrins because the preach- 
ing and acceptance of those doctrins often produce 
evil fruits. Such people seem to forget that for 
Freethinkers to advocate the regulation of belief by 
law is suicidal. If it would be right and expedient 
for us, were we in the majority, to make the teach- 
ing of principles—for instance, the infamous dogma 
of hell-fire, or the other miserable doctrins taught 
at revivals—which we think harmful a crime to be 
punished by the state,'why would not the present 
majority be at perfect liberty to make the teaching 
of principles which they think harmful a crime to 
be punished by the state? If the lack of power is 
all that prevents us attempting the suppression by 
force of the Christian religion, what warrant hav we 
to complain if the Christians act upon the hint we 
giv them and suppress Freethought by force? 
Were the Demands of Liberalism formulated and is 
the fight for Secularism waged only because we are 
at present in the position of the under dog, and are 
we to prove false to all our high professions when 
we getontop? If that is our program the Chris- 
tians would be fully justified, reasoning as & certain 
Western paper does, in exterminating us at once. 
Any Liberal journal that takes the position herein 
criticised plays directly into the hands of the theg- 
cratic reactionists. 
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An Autobiographical Sketch of Paine. 


Moncure D. Conway sends to the New York 
Evening Post an unpublished letter by Thomas 
Paine, with an introductory note as follows: 


Simm: The subjoined autobiographical sketch by 
Thomas Paine appears to me of great interest. It 
was inclosed in a letter of January 14, 1779, written 
from Philadelphia to the Hon. Henry Laurens. 
Paine had resigned his office as secretary of the 
Committee of Foreign Affairs on January 8, on ae- 
count of the controversy with Silas Deane, and 
Laurens had resigned the presidency of Congress 
in connection with the same matter. 'The letter was 
probably written at Laurens's request; it is hastily 
written, and its egotism should be read with the 
reflection that it was a private letter to Paine's 
most intimate friend. After slumbering long among 
the papers of Mr. Gaorge Bancroft, this interesting 
document found its way into the possession of the 
Lenox Library. Monocunz D. Conway. 


PAINE'S LETTER TO LAURENS. 


Sır: For your amusement I giv you a short his- 
tory of my conduct since I hav been in America. 

I brought with me letters of introduction from 
Dr. Franklin. These letters were with a flying seal, 
that I might, if I thought proper, close them with 
a wafer. One was to Mr. Bache of this city. The 
terms of Dr. Franklin’s recommendation were “a 
worthy, ingenious, ete.” My particular design was 
to establish an academy on the plan they are con- 
ducted in and about London, which I was well ac- 
quainted with.! I came some months before Dr. 
Franklin, and waited here for his frrival. In the 
meantime & person of this city desired me to giv 
him some assistance in conducting & magazine, 
which I did without making any bargain. The 
work turned out very profitable. Dr. Witherspoon 
had likewise a concern [in] it. At the end of six 
months I thought it necessary to come to some con- 
tract. I agreed to leave the matter to arbitration. 
The bookseller mentioned two on his own part— 
Mr. Duchee, your late chaplain, and Mr. Hopkin- 
son. I agreed to them and declined mentioning 
any on my part. But the bookseller getting 
information of what Mr. Duchee’s private opinion 
was, withdrew from the arbitration, or rather re- 
fused to go into it, as our agreement to abide by it 
was only verbal. Iwas requested by several literary 
gentlemen of this city to undertake such a work on 
my own account, and I could hav rendered it very 
profitable. 

As I always had a taste to science, I naturally 
had friends of that cast in England, and among the 
rest George Lewis Scott, esq., through whose for- 
mal introduction, my first acquaintance with Dr. 
Franklin commenced.’ I esteem Mr. Scott as one 
of the most amiable characters I know of, but his 
particular situation had been, that in the minority 
of the present King he was his sub-preceptor, and 
from the occasional traditionary accounts yet re- 
maining in the family of Mr. Scott, I obtained the 
true character of the present King from his child- 
hood upwards, and, you may naturally suppose, of 
the present ministry. I saw the people of this 
country were all wrong, by an ill-placed confidence. 
After the breaking out of hostilities I was confident 
their design was a total conquest. I wrote to Mr. 
Scott in May, 1775, by Capt. James Josiah, now in 
this city. I read the letter to him before I closed 
it. I used in it this free expression: ‘Surely the 
ministry are all mad; they never will be able to 
conquer America.” The reception which the last 
petition of Congress met with put it past a doubt 
that such was their design, on which I determined 
with myself to write the pamphlet [Comnion] Sense. 
As I knew the time of the Parliament meeting, and 
had no doubt what sort of a king’s speech it would 
produce, my contrivance was to hav the pamphlet 
come out just at the time the speech might arrive 

- in America, and so fortunate was I in this cast of 
policy that both of them made their appearance in 
this city on the same day.‘ The first edition was 
printed by Bell on the recommendation of Dr. Rush. 
I gave him the pamphlet on the following condi- 
tions: That if any loss should arise I would pay it 
—and in order to make him industrious in circulat- 
ing it, I gave him one-half the profits, if it should 
produce any I gave a written order to Col. Joseph 
Dean and Capt. Thos. Prior, both of this city, to 
receive the other half, and lay it out for mittens for 
the troops that were going to Quebec. I did this 
to do honor to the cause. Bell kept the whole, and 
abused me into the bargain. The prize he set upon 
them was two shillings. I then enlarged the pam- 
phlet with an appendix and an address to the Qua- 
kers, which made it one-third bigger than before, 
printed 6,000 at my own expense, 3,000 by B. 
Towne, 3,000 by Cist & Steyner, and delivered them 

ready stitched and fit for sale to Mr. Bradford at 


the coffee-houses and though the work was thus 
increased, and consequently should hav borne a 
higher price, yet, in order that it might produce the 
general service I wished, I confined Mr. Bradford 
to sell them at only one shilling each, or tenpence 
by the dozen, and to enable him to do this with 
sufficient advantage to himself, I let him hav the 
pamphlets at 84d. Pennsylvania currency each. 

The sum of 81d. each was reserved to defray the 
expense of printing, paper, advertising, etc., and 
such as might be given away. The state of the ac- 
count at present is that I am £39 lls. out of 
pocket, being the difference between what I hav 
paid for printing, etc., and what I hav received from 
Bradford. He has a sufficiency in his hands to bal- 
ance with and clear me, which is all I aimed at, but 
by his unaccountable dilatoriness and unwillingness 
to settle accounts, I fear I shall be obliged to sus- 
tain a real loss exclusiv of my trouble. 

I think the importance of that pamphlet was 
such that if it had not appeared, and that at the 
exact time it did, the Congress would not now hav 
been sitting where they are. The light which that 
performance threw upon the subject gave a turn to 
the politics of America which enabled her to stand 
her ground. Independence followed in six months 
after it, although before it was published it was a 
dangerous doctrin to speak of, and that because it 

was not understood. — 

In order to accommodate that pamphlet to every 
man’s purchase and to do honor to the cause, I 
gave up the profits I was justly entitled to, which 
in this city only would at the usual price of books 
[hav] produced me £1,000 at that time o'day, be- 
sides what I might hav made by extending it to 
other states. I gave permission to the printers in 
other parts of this state to print it on their own 
account. I believe the number of copies printed 
and sold in America was not short of 150,000—and 
is the greatest sale that any performance ever had 
since the use of. letters, exclusiv of the great run it 
had in England and Ireland. 

The doctrin of that book was opposed in the 
public newspapers under the signature of Cato, 
who, I believe, was Dr. Smith,’ and I was sent for 
from New York to reply to him, which I did, and 
happily with success. My letters are under the 
signature of “ The Forrester.” It was likewise op- 
posed in a pamphlet signed “ Plain Truth,” but the 
performance was too weak to do any hurt or deserve 
any answer. In July following the publication of 
* Common Sense” the Associators of this state’ 
marched to Amboy under the command of General 
Roberdeau. The command was large, yet there 
was no allowance for a secretary. I offered my 
service voluntarily, only that my expenses should 
be paid. and all the charge I put General Roberdeau 
to was $48; although he frequently pressed me to 
make free with his private assistance. After the 
associators returned I went to Fort Lee, and con- 
tinued with Gen. [Nathaniel] Greene till the evacu- 
ation. 

A few days after our army had crossed the Dela- 
ware on the 8th of December, 1776, I came to 
Philadelphia on public service, and seeing the de- 
plorable and melancholy condition the people were 
in, afraid to speak and almost to think, the public 
presses stopped, and nothing in circulation but 
fears and falsehoods, I sat down,and in what I may 
call a passion of patriotism, wrote the first number 
of the Crisis. It was published on the 19th of 
December, which was the very blackest of times, 
being before the taking of the Hessians at Trenton 
I gave that piece to the printer gratis, and con- 
fined him to the price of two coppers, which was 
sufficient to defray his charge. 

I then published the second number, which, be- 
ing as large again as the first number, I gave it to 
him on the condition of his taking only four cop- 
pers each. It contained sixteen pages. 

I then published the third number, containing 
thirty two pages, and gave it to the printer, con- 
fining him to ninepence. 

When the account of the battle of Brandywine 
got to this city, the people were again in a stage of 
fear and dread. I immediately wrote the fourth 
number [of the Crisis]. It contained only four 
pages, and as there was no less money than the 
sixth of dollars in genera) circulation, which would 
hav been too great a price, I ordered four thousand 
to be printed at my own private charge and given 
away. 

The fifth number I gave Mr. Dunlap, at Lancas- 
ter. He, very much against my consent, set half a 

‘crown upon it; he might hav.done it fora great 
deal less. The sixth and seventh numbers I gave 
in the papers. The seventh number would hav 
made a pamphlet of twenty-four pages, and brought 
me in $3,000 or $4,000 in a very few days, at the 
price which it ought to hav borne. 
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Monies received since I hav been in America: 


Sal for 17 months at 70 dollars per 
uio pvo LRL M ORT 1,190 dollars 


mon . 
For rations and occasional assistance at Fort 
- VjOO O E E T —— 141 ditto 


For defraying the expense of a journey 
from East Town round by Moriss 
when secretary to the Indian Com- 
mission(8), and some other matters, 
about 140 or 145 dollars..................... 


Total of public money. ........... eee 1,476 

In the spring, 1776, some private gentleman, 
thinking it was too hard that I should, after giving 
away my profits for a public good, be money out of 
pocket, on account of some expense I was put to— 
sent me by the hands of Mr. Christopher Marshall 
108 dollars. i 

You ‘hav here, sir, a faithful history of my ser- 
vices and my rewards. 


(1) In 1767 Paine was usher in a school in Kensington, ` 


London. —M. D. C. J . 

(2) Robert Aitkin. This wasthe Pennsylvania Maga- 
zine.—M. D. C. Te 

(8) Scott was a Commissioner of the Board of Excise, 
by which Paine had been employed.—M. D. C. 

(4) ‘Common Sense” appeared January 10, 1776. —M, 
D. ©. 


(5) The Rev. William Smith, M.D., President of the 
University of Philadelphia.—M. D. C. 
(6) The Flying Oamp.—M. D. C. . 
(7) As Secretary of the Congressional Committee of 
Foreign cS to which he was appointed April 17, 1777. 
D 


e. 


(8) This commission met the Indian chiefs at Easton, 
Pa., in January, 1777.—M. D. C. 


—— oO 

. More About Suicide. 

The question of the right of suicide from the 
Christian standpoint involves the greater question 
of God's providence and his claims upon san; or, 
stated generally, the question whether Go has as- 
serted any rights on earth that man is b; nd to 
respect. His self-appointed mouthpieces h v for 
ages maintained that he has. First, as, they aid, 
he made man in his own image and then com- 
manded that that image should be respected and 
not marred. (Gen. ix, 6.) Next was the notion of 
God's government over these images of himself— 
his providence, as it is called; a “smiling provi- 
dence” if the images were doing well and meriting 
his approbation; or a “frowning providence” if 
they had been misbehaving and were undergoing 
disciplin and punishment. Such calamities as per- 
sonal accidents and sickness, destructiv storms, 
floods, lightning, pestilence, and all such unman- 
ageable agencies were reckoned as ‘the “acts of 
God,” and meant for punishment when he is in the 
frowning humor. The necessity to labor for a liv- 
ing was also regarded as a curse pronounced on 
mankind for the sin of Adam (Gen. iii, 19). 

Then the notion logically following these assump- 
tions was that it was an act of presumption and 
rebellion to attempt to thwart the designs of God 
by trying to prevent the calamities he meant to in- 
flict. Thus, if a man were sick it was rulable to 
ask God to cure him, but a sin for him to take 
medicin with a view of curing himself. King Asa 
was supposed to hav suffered for this sin—of seek- 
ing “to the physicians” instead of to the Lord 
(2 Chron. xvi, 12). During the Middle Ages the 
church discountenanced physic and habitually at- 
tempted to control all sickness and pestilence by 
prayer and ceremony. When lightning rods were 
first introduced in France they were denounced by 
the church as impious because designed to thwart 
the will of God in steering the thunderbolt. 

For a long time all sorts of invention calculated 
to save labor was looked upon by the “rigid right- 
eous” as the work of the devil and designed to nul- 
lify God’s curse. » 

About fifty years ago a very pious old farmer 
lived in Ohio, who had accepted God's curse of 
labor in good faith and never tried to shirk or take 
any easy ways. He always cut his grain with a 
sickle. But finally, when he was no longer able to 
work, one season he sent for his grandsons to come 
and cut his field of wheat. He spied them coming, 
each carrying a grain “cradle,” which was then a 
new-fangled invention. He hastened to meet them 
and forbade them from taking the sacrilegious im- 
plements into his field. * Boys,” said he, * my grain 
may fall down and rot, but it shall never be cut by 
those inventions of the devil" But all this is 
changed. The more advanced of God's friends and 
spokesmen hav renounced for him all claim upon 
human suffering and misfortune. They allow man 
to invent and discover to his heart’s content, and 
apply his discoveries to the entire nullification of 
all of God's providences so far as they are hostil to 
his peace and comfort. They concede that God 
takes no delight in seeing men suffer, and enters 
no protest against the use of anwsthetics to make 
him insensible to pain. The preacher himself will 
net hesitate to take odontunder when a tooth is to 
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be pulled, or chloroform when a leg is to be sawed 


off. The more advanced agree with the evolutionist 
that man was not created in the image of God but 


in the image of a monkey; and that he has been 


slowly growing into an image of what a God ought 
to be ever since, by reason of these very inventions 


that put him in a position to get the most satisfac- 
tion out of his environment. Now where can they 


logically stop in these concessions to man?  No- 


where. If he has a right to take chloroform or 
motphine to escape his suffering, why has he not 
the right to use the more effectual remedy of sui- 
cide? If God wants a man to suffer, he has no 
right to take chloroform ; if he does not want him 
to suffer he must hav the right of suicide, if that is 
the only way of escape. 

If a man is sick with an agonizing and fatal dis- 
ease, the doctor does not hesitate to put him under 
the influence of opiates, and when one dose wears 
out and the man becomes sensible of his misery 
again, he givs him another, and if necessary, keeps 
it up a week or a month, or until the patient dies; 


and everyone—preachers and all—agree it is right.. 


That is, the mind of the patient is killed and his 
body left to die of the disease. What a man may em- 
ploy a doctor to do for him he has a right to do for 
himself, if he can. That is, he has a right to de- 
stroy his mind in order to abolish intolerable 
agony. This involves his right to destroy the body 
too, since a body without a mind is. functionless 
and worse than uséless to anybody, and so the 
operation that destroys the mind practically de- 
stroys the body. 

All our rights are held subject to and limited by 
the rights of others. So that in any given case, 
whether suicide is right or not, depends upon cir- 
cumstances. The desire of one to escape the ills of 
life must be balanced against the claims that others 
may hav upon him. And here, if anywhere, is the 
place for the state to put in its interference. And 
since it takes an interest in the birth of citizens by 
endeavoring to insure each one a licensed and legit- 
imate entrance into the world, it might not appear 
so very illogical if it should seek to regulate his 
voluntary exit. So, for the consideration of those 
states that, like New York, wish to interfere with 
suicide, I suggest, with more or less seriousness, 
the following regulations: 

First. Any person desirous of committing suicide 
must first apply to the Probate Court for a license. 

Second. The Probate Court shall examin the 
candidate with respect to his sanity, and if he is 
insane, he shall be sent to a lunatic asylum, where, 
in the course of time, he will be killed by kindness. 

Third. If the candidate is sane the court shall 
ascertain whether he has posted his books and left 
his accounts in intelligible shape, and insured his 
life. 

Fourth. The court shall ascertain what use the 
candidate is to his friends, whether they giv their 
consent, and whether it is possible to find a remedy 
in life for the troubles the candidate is endeavoring 
to escape. If the court finds it to be the man’s 
duty to liv he must refuse the license, otherwise he 
must grant it. But the chances are that by this 
time the candidate will hav become sufficiently dis- 
gusted to be willing to liv a while longer. But if 
not, then : 

Fifth. He is to be given his license and sent to 
the morgue, where apartments are to be fitted up 
for suicides’ use, and furnished with razors, pistols, 
ropes, a tank of deep water, a choice collection of 
poisons, and all the necessary implements for a 
quick and licensed exit. a 

Everything being done thus, “decently and in 
order,” the state ought to be satisfied. 

God's claims to the life and sufferings of a man 
having been set aside, the only other claims are 
those of his fellow-men. It takes two sides to 
make a binding bargain. Whether a man owes 
society anything depends on what society has done 
‘or is willing to do for him. If she wants him to liv 
itis her duty to make his life tolerable, otherwise 
he is not morally obliged to liv on his own account. 
A man belongs to himself except to the extent that 
he has by his own act bound himself to others. 
And heis not bound to accept life on terms imposed 
by others, and to which he has not given his consent. 

He is by nature introduced to life with suscepti- 
bilities and feelings that imply a promis of condi- 
tions to giv him happiness. Itis only when this 
promis is performed that he is under obligation to 
accept existence, and the performance in itself in- 
sures his cordial acceptance of it; while its non- 
performance givs him both the right and the in- 
centiv to reject it. . Jas. B. ALEXANDER. 


The goodness of God is fully demonstrated in 
the story of how he allowed the devil to destroy 
“my servant Job's" property, kill his family, and 
finally cover him with boils. 


our people. 


My Religion. 

I believe in the nobility of human life. . I believe 
in the sacredness of human happiness. I believe 
inthedivinity of human love. I believein therelig- 
ion of this world. I believe in freedom. I believe 
in liberty. I believe in right. I believe in truth. 
I believe iu goodness. I believe in kindness. I 
believe in gladness. I believe in blessedness. I 
want to see everybody happy. I believe in com- 
fort. I believe in contentment. I believe in joy. 
I believe in the holiness of the human smile. I 
believe in the sanctity of human laughter. I pity 
the unfortunate possessor of a long religious face. 
I do not believe in Jehovahs and Satans, and gods 
and devils and angels and demons and heavens 
and hells and New Jerusalems and purgatories. I 
believe in men, women, and children, in the uni- 
verse, this world, the earth, in America, the United 
States, in you and in myself. I think more of my 
mother, my brother, and myself than I do of any 
trinity above the clouds. I like my fellow-men. I 
like this world. It is good enough for me. I like 
the way weare progressing. We are getting better 
every day. Hatred, ignorance, selfishness, and in- 
tolerance are giving way to love, education, liberal- 
ity, and justice. . Nearly everybody in this world 
has ideas of his own. People are beginning to 
open their eyes. They are doing their own think- 
ing. Every man’s brain is his church. Doubt and 
unbelief are gaining ground. Christianity has been 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. Science 
is bringing light. Mankind is on the upward 
march. Error is dying. Truth is rising. The 
world is getting better every hour. 

I believe in that.love that binds man to man, 
and strews along the pathway of every individual 
the tenderest flowers of the sweetest perfume. I 
like the big heartedness of the great majority of 
Iam glad that love can find a home 
in almost every breast. 

Ilike the order and nature of things in this 
world. Ilike all the seasons of the year. I like 
winter. I like summer. I like the snow and the 
ice. Ilike the birds and the flowers, and the trees 
and the grass. I like the good, the great, and the 
beautiful I like to read Shakspere's plays and 
Hugo's novels, and I thank them for their works. 
I like the music we hav in this world, and I thank 
the great composers. I like the way Remenyi plays 
the violin. Ilike to hear men and women sing. 
like the common-sense we hav here. I like to hear 
Ingersoll lecture. There is enough of the good, 
the great, and the beautiful on this earth to fill 
every soul with rapture through all eternity. I like 
everything that tends to increase human happiness. 
And I believe it is the duty of every man to add to 
the pleasures of every other man. This is the life 
to enjoy. Now is the time, and right here is the 
place, to be happy. This is the only life we are 
sure of. If we are not happy here we may never 
be. He that saves his life may never lose it, but 
he that loses his life may never find it. It is not 
necessary that we should believe in a future state. 
It is only necessary that we should believe in a 
present one. It is not enough that men should ex- 
ist, they should liv noble, sublime lives. It is not 
necessary to be miserable here in order to be happy 
hereafter. 

If there is a savior we will all be saved. 
is no doubt about it. 

I pity every human being that believes in punish- 
ment. I know how itis. I know how to sympathize. 


There 


|I hav been through the mill I hav experienced 


the fears and dreads tbat arise from such a belief. 
But, thanks to common sense and a tender heart, I 
hav waded out of the swamps of superstition. I 
hav accepted humanity as my religion, and at itg 
altar I shall worship. lI can never bow my head to 
Israel's God, nor bend my knee to the author of 
hell. I can never believe in a religion that fills the 
human breast with sorrow, that causes the hearts 
of children to ache with fear, that makes death a 
demon and the dying man his victim. I can never 
believe in a religion that separates husband and 
wife—mother and child. I can never believe in a 
religion that cursed the human race with war. 

I can never believe in a religion that has caused 
bloodshed and crime. I can never believe in a re- 
ligion that has deprived any human being of one 
iota of happiness. But I can and do believe in a 
religion that has for its aim the welfare of the whole 
human family. The holiest and most sacred, the 
grandest and the highest, the purest and the no- 
blest sentiment that man can feel is that which can 
hav its abode only in the tenderest of hearts—love 
for humanity. What is more excellent than to love 
mankind? What is more worthy of man’s love than 
man? To love is to be charitable. To love is to 
be benevolent. To love is to be liberal. But with- 
out love neither charity, nor benevolence, nor lib- 


erality can exist. To love them is to help, and to 


It has tilled the soil. 


times. 
has changed bitter to sweet—rough to smooth— 
long to short—pain to pleasure—sorrow to happi- 
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help humanity is the noblest work of man. So I 
believe in the religion of love than which there can 
be none more magnificent—none more sublime. 
Love is the brightest star that shines in the sky of 
the'human heart. It is the Joftiest tree that rocks 
and bends in the forest of affections. It is the 
most beautiful rose that buds and blossoms in the 
flower garden of human sentiments. It is the lily 
of the valley—the human soul’s bright sun. It is 
king of kings, and lord of lords. It is over and 
above everything else. “It is the greatest thing 
in the world.” 

Without love there could be no joy—no happi- 
ness—no summer—no sunshine—no rapture—no 
ecstasy. All would be black hate. Boys could not 


play. Birds could not sing. Flowers could not 
bloom. The beautiful could not exist. 


Love has made men work. It has built homes. 
It has raised stock. It has 
sent boys and girls to school. It has made men 
and women. It has done more for this world than 
all the gods of all religions, of all lands and of all 
It has made human life worth living. It 


ness. It has made men and women good and great, 


tender, kind, and just. 


Upon what foundation does society rest? From 
what beginning hav all reformations sprung? 
Upon what base do all good laws stand? From 
what origin hav all beliefs developed? I answer, 
love. Notlove for God, but love for man. Love. 
for the good, the great, the beautiful, and the true. 

In superstition's night, under the bloody hand of 
intolerance, surrounded by thumbscrews and racks, 
by fagots and stakes, by dogmas and ropes, by 
wheels and prisons, standing in the shadow of 
death, the brave men, the good men, the heretiós, 
the Infidels who loved principle better than policy, 
dared to speak the truth on the side of right. 
They had the courage to face the threats of gods 
and men. They feared fire neither on earth nor in 
hell. And why? Because they loved the right. 
They died that truth might liv because they loved 
their fellow-men. 

Happiness is the only good. Humanity is the 
only religion. Home is the only heaven. Hus- 
band, wife, and children are the only angels. Love 
is the only god. And all I ask, and all I hope for, 


[| is to be blessed with such a good—to enjoy a belief 


in such a religion—to liv in such a heaven—to be 

surrounded by such angels, and to be watched over 

by such a god. O. W. Wir trams. 
Springfield, Mo. i 


Two J. €.'s. 

It is often said that the resurrection of Jesus 
Ohrist is as well attested as the death of Julius 
Cæsar. It ought to be as the supernatural prodigies 
said to hav accompanied that tragedy, when— 

The graves stood tenantless, and the sheeted dead 
Did equeak and gibber in the Roman streets. 
Professor J. A. Froude, in a “Plea for the Free 
Discussion of Theological Difficulties,” which he 
wrote in Frasers Magazine, and which is repub- 
lished in his “Short Studies on Great Subjects,” thus 
disposes of the rash contention : * Julius Cæsar was 
killed in a public place, in the presence of friend and 
foe, ina remarkable but still perfectly natural man- 
ner. The circumstances were minutely known to 
all the world, and were never denied or doubted 
by anyone. Our Lord, however, seems purposely to 
hav withheld such public proof of his resurrection 
as would hav left no room for unbelief. He showed 
himself, * not to all the people ’—not to his enemies, 
whom his appearance would hav overwhelmed—but 
‘to witnesses chosen before; to the circle of his 
own friends. There is no evidence which a jury 
could admit that he was ever actually dead. So 
unusual was it for persons crucified to die so soon, 
that Pilate, we are told, ‘marveled.’ The subse- 
quent appearances were strange. and scarcely intel- 
ligible. Those who saw him did not recognize him 
till he was made known to them in the breaking of 
bread. He was visible and invisible." He was mis- 
taken by those who were most intimate with him 
for another person; nor do the accounts agree 
which are given by the different Evangelists. Of 
investigation in the modern sense (except in the 
one instance of St. Thomas, and St. Thomas was 
rather rebukéd than praised) there was none, and 
could be none. The evidence offered was different 
in kind, and the blessing was not to those who 
satisfied themselvs of the truth of the fact by a 
searching inquiry, but who gave their assent with 
the unhesitating confidence of love."— London 
Freethinker. 


m —— D" 

COLONEL ĪNGERSOLL will lecture at the Star Theater, 
New York, on the evening of November 11th. Subject, 
“The Holy Bible." This is his new discourse, and 
shakes up orthodoxy as only he can do it. 
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Observations. 

If that Voltaire of the present century, Theron 
©. Leland, could hav lived a few years longer—long 
enough to read the discussion on ** Woman's 
Sphere” recently occupying the columns of the 
San Francisco Zxaminer—he would hav enjoyed a 
pleasure which was denied him. He would hav 
seen one of his children following his trail over the 
field of reform with a footstep as light, an eye as 
keen, and an air as jaunty as his own. For some 
years the reading public has known Lilian Leland 
as the author of a book of travels around the world, 
but she has not until the present time taken up her 
pen to write radical articles. When I resided in 
San Francisco Lilian was not a reformer. She 
saw no reason why the ideas of people should be 
"disturbed, though erroneous. While an ardent ad- 
mirer of her distinguished father, she was wont to 
maintain, against my own strenuous opposition, 
that he exercised himself unduly over the follies of 
the world and the falsities of its beliefs. In San 
Francisco especially, she held, there was no call for 
advanced doctrin. Perhaps that sandy city has 
grown conservativ since those days; at any rate, 
Lilian has become a reformer. She has joined an 
Equal Rights League, and as one of a committee 
appeared before a convention of male politicians to 
present the claims of women as citizens and voters. 
Her reception there, which to one as engaging as 
herself could not fail to be cordial, gave her tourage, 
and when that old chestnut, “Is Homelife Women's 
Limit?” came up for discussion in the papers she 
was decidedly in it. I hav read a good deal about 
the sphere of woman, but Lilian has hit upon a 
definition, of it that must stand forever because it 
is all-inclusiv. ‘“Woman’s sphere, indeed," she 
says; “the sphere of woman is this terrestrial 
globe.” Having proceeded thus far with unprece- 
dented success, Lilian now takes the third degree, 
and the last Haxaminer to hand contains a report 
of one of her public speeches. She is not among 
those who are afraid to tell things exactly as they 
are. The following words are pervaded with 
solem n, but hitherto unuttered truth: 

A woman can stand at the washtub all day without 
being in the slightest degree unsexed. It does not unsex 
her to chop wood, carry coal, dig potatoes, or harness a 
horse. She can work until midnight and start in the 
next day for another sixteen hours’ work, and be just as 
womanly as possible all the time. A woman can do any- 
thing that she has to do. Human endurance is the only 
limit she knows. Itis cruel to fling into the face of the 
‘broken-hearted victim of man’s perfidy the heartless 
taunt, It was her own fault. As a matter of fact, the 
women who are neglected are generally the sweet- 
tempered, docil, devoted wives who hav no interests 
‘beyond their homes, their husbands, and their children, 
They make the easiest victims. A domineering woman 
with a lively sense of her own rights and decided temper 
doesn’t get imposed on very much. 


The autobiographical sketch of Paine which Mr. 
Conway has just rowsed out of unmerited obscurity 
is calculated to underscore the statement made by 
Colonel Ingersoll at New Rochelle last Decoration 
Day, to the effect that * Paine was the best intel- 
lectual marksman of his time.” Paine says: “As I 
knew the time of the Parliament meeting, and had 
no doubt what sort of a King’s speech it would 
produce, my contrivance was to hav the pamphlet 
[*Common Sense”] come out just at the time the 
speech might arrive in America.” Did he hit the 
target? He did; he scored a bull’s eye. The au- 
thor proceeds, ** And so fortunate was I in this cast 
of policy that both of them made their appearance 
in this city on the same day.” When newspaper 
“scoops” are under discussion, this one should not 
be lost sight of. It was and remains pre eminent. 

If the reader, now made acquainted with Paine’s 
purpose in writing “Common Sense,” turns to that 
work and studies it, he will recognize off-hand that 
it is not a reply to King George's extended remarks. 
To hav reasoned with the king at that time would 
be like arguing with a judge after sentence is pro- 
nounced. Paine knew a trick of the value of two 
of that in the American court. He denied the juris- 
diction of His Royal Idiotey over the colonies, and 
of all kings over any people, and King George's 
speech, on the day after it arrived, was not worth 
what it cost the tax-payers to hav it engrossed and 
framed for presentation. The goosequill that Paine 
fixed up with a jackknife costing one shilling col- 
lided with the expensiv scepter of the leading mon- 
arch of those days, and made it look like the busted 
booms we see in the candidate's backyard after the 
vox populi has been heard. Asa sensation the 
king’s address fell in the soup. The newspapers 
condensed it to a stickful of nonpareil and printed 
it among the estray notices, while extracts from 
‘s Common Sense" were leaded with shooting-sticks 
and 48-point furniture and inserted on the local 
page. Paine kept jabbing away, pointing his obser- 
vations with texts and italics and capitals, until the 
king could not find a paper on this side of the At- 
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lantic that would accept his articles, although he 
had read them to his friends and they advised him 
to hav them published. At the same time Wash- 
ington's soldiers were subsisting on bacon and bak- 
ing powder bread and eating snow to relieve the 
sour stomach. Between meals they fought in the 
Revolutionary war and made notes of intidents for 
veterans of the Civil conflict to relate when recalling 
their personal experiehée.at post meetings of the 
G. A. R. When they needed literature to off- 
set the effects of the snow, Paine gave them hot 
stuff in the Crisis, which they used for wads, dis- 
charging the same at the rumps of retreating red- 
coats and Hessians. Several patriots remarked that 
they would never hav rammed their powder hoine 
without that wadding. They did nói inquire into 
the religious belief of Mr. Paine. : ] 
These ate thé inferences I draw from Paine’s 
autobiographical sketch. It would be interesting 
to know why Mr George Bancroft so long kept 
the matter from the public; also whether other 
historians equally distinguished for piety hav felt 
it their duty to. make similar concealments. The 
work of bringing Thomas Paine before the world 
in the bright light of truth goes on with the per- 
sistency of a natural process; and, as the author- 
hero said @éncerhing another matter, what it lacks 
in speed is supplied by time. 
They say that when a man grows up 
Of no account to foe or friend, 
He’s justified, with steel or cup, 
In making of himself an end. 
When times were dull and days were dark 
T've felt the force of that remark. 


When pessimist talks doleful truth, 
And Vis conclusions I perpend, 
Life seems illusion, and in soot 
T hav no doubt that mine should end. 
If reason I were asked to giv, 
I could not tell you why I liv. 


Why should I linger? . Let's reflect: 
I wrote this day some jolly squibs; 
- I'd like to notice their eftect 
On the hilarious reader’s ribs. 
Perchance "tis best to pause a bit, 
And see how many folks they hit. 


Then there's that little chap of mine— 
Last week we ‘‘ put him into pants”— 
Though tired of life, I sometimes pine 
To know what Fortune, Fate, or Chance 
Reserves for him. Who'd guide him right 
Jf I passed in my checks to-night ? 


His mother, too; when we got tied 
I asked, as ’twere to hide my joy, 

** Forever, Sweetheart?" She replied, 
“TIl always and always love my boy." 
Think you she told it to me straight ? 
To test that matter I will wait. 


The sunset givs to close of day 
Peculiar beatities all its own j 

They are not seen by noon, and they 
To fairest morn were never known. 

So may the close of life be blest 

And who dies young miss all the best. 


The English Secularist has more fortitude, or 
assurance, or nerve, or sand, than his American 
brother. Otherwise Mr. Charles Watts would not be 
standing for an electiv office on a Secular platform. 
They “stand ” over there, while with us the candi- 
date runs. The purpose of each, however, is to get 
there. But to return to Mr. Watts; he is candi- 
date for a seat on the London school board, and is 
making the canvass as though he éxpected to be 
successful. His platform is the inculcation of 
sound morality and the promotion of education 
free from religious teaching or Bible reading—a 
declaration of principles that would defeat him for 
election or even nomination in almost any American 
community, and I notice that in England he is an 
independent candidate. Here he would hav against 


‘him all Protestants, including members of the 


American Protectiv Association, who would reject 
any man not an anti Catholic bigot; and all Catho 
lics, who, though they might not complain of his 
platform, would vote for the man most likely to 
make a failure in an official capacity and so cast 
discredit on the system. The Freethinkers exgept 
such as are Republicans, or Democrats, or Poon 
lists, or Socialists, or Prohibitionists, or Single 
Taxers, or Philosophical Anarchists who don't be- 
lieve in voting, might giv him their support. He 
would get two votes—his and mine. 

Mr. Watts's attainments qualify him in a unique 
manner for a school official, Even as a teacher I 
doubt if he could be excelled, at least not in elocu- 
tion. I once heard him, at the Liberal Club, in a 
recitation entitled “The Maniac,” which he gave 
with such effect that it still lingers in my memory. 
I would like to hear him repeat it on the day after 
the election. i 

The clergymen who hold that the doors of the 
public theater open hellward from the earth cannot 
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hav had any experience of those pleasure resorts 
provided with the modern roof garden, which is in 
quite an opposit direction. | Even mossbacks, 
however, ought to except theaters provided With 
fire-escapes. Consideration of this question recalls 
the circumstance that the other day I read a dis- 
cussion of Lincoln's religious views wherein the. 
person condueting the pious end of tbe debate 
claimed that hell-bent unbeliever as a Christian on 
account of language used in a Thanksgiving proc- 
lamation written by Secretary Seward. His oppo- 
nent might, I think, hav instanced with good effect 
the fact that, instead of observing the day as others 
were requested to do, Mr. Lincoln shook his 
trousers-legs down over his boot-straps and went 
to the theater. 


I heard a sermon on the Resurrection, 

Wherein the Preacher sought by verse and text— 

Albeit wrested from their right connection—  . 
To demonstrate that Christ was értcified ; 

Did suffer for out sins} vas dead and buried, 

. And did within the sepulcher abide _ 

For three full days; then for another tarried, 

And passed from this world skyward to the next. 
Here was the tomb, and there the burial linen 
The which the body formerly had been in ; 

And thus the evidence of grave and clothes 
Would seem to indicate that Christ arose. 
But who could testify that Christ was dead ? 
(The Preacher’s words awakened & misgiving) 
Disciples met him afterwards, they said, 
And that they spoke the truth was not denied. 
I listened, but am yet unsatisfied ; 

For when he-proved that Jesus still was living 
He also proved that Jesus had not died. 


The licensed merchants of this city who keep 
places open on Sunday continue to be subjected to 
surveillance, arrest, and fine or imprisonment 
This is carried on under the spy system, policemen 
being dressed in citizens’ clothes, making purchases 
of goods, and then taking the seller into custody. 
The publie generally, and many of the judges, de- 
noünce the system as contemptible, but the law 
seems to sanction it. The observing reader has 
doubtless previously noted that when religious 
and other hypocrisy enters into the provisions of a 
law, it can be enforced only by agencies more 
eriminal and twice as contemptible as any possible 
offenses against it. zo. E. Macponatp. 


Plain Words About Meddling Preachers. 


Washington Hesing is postmaster at Chicago. 
He is a German, editor of the Staats- Zeitung, and 
he is likewise a Catholic. He recently arranged for 
a parade of the letter carriers on Sunday and for 
this he is being savagely attacked by the puritan: 
ical clergy of Chitago. These denuntiatichs do not 
in the least frighteri Mr. Hesing, as will be séex 
from the excerpts we giv below from an interview 
printed in the Chicago Evening Post. Referring 
to a sermon by Rev. Mr. Meloy, Postmaster Hesing 
Bays! 

He says that the datriers arë not required to hav two 
uniforms a year. Thatisalie. The law requires them 
to do so. It is norule of mine. Furthermore, the law 
requires them to work every Sunday morning. They 
must do it. If the carriers did not work on Sunday Mr. 
Meloy could not get his mail, and I know he gets his 
mail on Sunday, for he told me so himself. He came 
here to protest against the inspection, representing, as 
he said, the Christians of this community. . I asked him 
who authorized him to do so and he said no.one had. 
told him he was entitled to protest as an individual, but 
had no right to say that he represented the Christian 
community when, as a matter of fact, he did not. Iam 
an integer of the Christian community, and F am quite 
sure he did not represent me. 

I despise these preachers. They are vile misrepresent- 
ers and hypocrits, scribes and pharisees. I do not cou- 
emn them as religionists, for I am a religionist myself. 
But I despise their sanctimonious, hypocritical, pharis w 
ical, sycophantic, parasitic mouthings, and I hay no pa- 
tience with them. They howl about Sabbath observance, 
but if a Jew were to upbraid them for breaking the Sab- 
bath on Saturday they would tell him that it was none of 
his business, which would be perfectly proper, and that ie 
what I tell them. They will not read the Sunday news . 
papers, but they read the Monday papers. Oh, they 
read the Monday papers, be assured, because the Mon- 
day papers print their Sunday sermons. I hav had manv 
of them come down on Sunday to my editorial rooms in 
the Staats-Zeitung and giv me the manuscript of their 
sermons for publication. It was translated in my office 
and printed in my office on Sunday, and yet, knowing 
that, they got the paper on Monday, the work of which 
.was done on Sunday, and wrote me crawling letters of 
thanks for doing that work on Sunday just because it 
advertised them. 

They prate about politics in religion and religion in 
politics, and if they are not giving us religion in politics 
I wonder what itis! If they want to open a fight of that. 
kind they can get all they want of it. I am willing to 
meet them before any audience or on any platform and 
discuss these matters with them as far as they dare go. I 
offer this man Meloy a challenge.. I will trade places. 
with him, Let me preach a sermon from his pulpit and 
I will tell his congregation truth and fact about these. 
matters. In return I will giv him my pen and two col- 
umns of my paper to say whatever he desires to say 
therein. That is a fair exchange. ; 

Iam a servant of this government and am trying—with 
a reasonable amount of success, I think—to giv a good 
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administration in the Chicago postoffice. I am working 
within the lines of the law and if the mailcarriers work 
on Sunday it probably givs Dr. Meloy a chance to get 
Bottle good sermon ftom gomebody that he cdn read to 
his congtezation. . : 

There is not one carrier in the service who objects to 
the Sunday inspection parade, Notone. I wasat station 
F at 6.30 o’clock this morning and made the carriers a 
speech. I told them that if there was one among them 
who, from religious scruples, did not care to attend, it 
was perfectly optional with him. Why, they received 
the speech with enthusiasm, threw their hats up and 
everyone said he’d be there. 

I am amazed that in this enlightened age a sermon such 
as Meloy preached yesterday could emanate from any 
pulpit to any Congregstion. I ám against religion in 
politics, and I will join any movement with &nyoné 
against any religion, 1 don’t care what, that tries to tan- 
gle up church and state. 

cp ————————————— 


News and Notes. 


A crowded assembly was present at the memorial 
meeting in honor of Gen. M. M. Trumbull. Letters 
were read from Judge Waite, Dr. Paul Carus, and 
others who could not be present at the #athering. 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman made the opening address. By 
long association in the Freethought and Reform 
work with General Trumbull and by intellectual 
sympathies, Mrs. Freeman was able to giv a most 
appreciativ review of his life and its heroic mean- 
ings. She was followed by Mrs. Lizzie M. Holmes, 
Dr. Juliet H. Severance, Mrs. Woodman, Mrs. 
Sarah E. Ames, and C. S. Darrow, and a poem by 
S. P. Putnam. Musie was furnished by Mrs. Gruber 
and Mrs. Kinsella. Mr. Darrow, whois well known 
for his brilliant work in reform in this city, and 
who was associated much with Mr. Trumbull in 
his labors, closed the meeting with an eloquent 
tribute to the honesty and self-sacrifice of our dead 
comrade. Mr. Trumbull was indeed a. man of 
great courage. He was not afraid to front the 
world in the defense of his convictions. He might 
hay occupied a much larger place in popular esti- 
mation had he concealed his honest thought;. but 
neither fortune nor fame had any influence when 
the right was to be maintained. .He cannot be 
forgotten by the few who now honor and appreciate 
his unselfish motivs; and his memory will grow 
and become more bright as the years sweep on. 
Thousands will hold him in noble remembrance. 

I hav just read Mrs. Etta Semple’s article in re- 
ply to my protest. Of course I sympathize pro- 
foundly with Mrs. Semple in the spirit of her reply. 
There are great and terrible wrongs in human 
society, and our hearts are deeply pained by the 
sufterings that are in the world. There is no differ- 
ence so long as our aims and sympathies are the 
same. It is simply a difference as to the best way 
to reach the great purpose we havin common. It 
must be admitted that we must specialize our work 
SO far as organization is concerned. Freethought 
is organized for a special work—the secularization 
of the state. Is it not better to confine ourselvs 
to this one supreme work? In this way we can 
concentrate our forces. We can attain greater 
power. It seems to me that this is plainly a matter 
of commonsense. A Freethought . organization 
cannot hav a universal function. The old ajage 
comes into play, “Jack at all trades, and good at 


none.” To succeed in life, in business, in anything, 


we must specialize. Do not all political parties do 
this? Do they not make a special platform and 
confine the issues of the campaign to that platform? 
We must do the same. Our platform is the Nine 
Demands of Liberalism. Let us organize and 
work along that line. Success is not possible 
unless we do this. "There is no need of prolonging 
this controversy. The point I make is understood, 
and that is all I desire, for I am sure that the sober 
second thought of all Freethinkers will justify my 
purpose. Ihav nothing but the greatest sympathy 
with Mrs. Semple and her associates in their 
untiring labors. We shall understand each other 
better after this, and no doubt work harmcniously 
together. 

. It will be seen by our program that we shall hav 
& broad field of thought and discussion before the 
national Congress of F'reethinkers,and a represent- 
ativ array of speakers who stand for a vast variety of 
opinions. But at the same time it will be seen that 
the whole drift and purpose of the Congress will 
be for state secularization. The elucidation of 
this great subject, the best means by which to se- 
cure the end in view, isthe one grand object of 
the Congress. The total separation of church and 
state must come as the all-important reform in 
politics. We hava tremendous contest before us. 
We hav not chosen an easy path, nor a popular 
movement. We are in the very advance ranks. 
Not one single political party has dared to indorse 
our just demands. Ours is really fundamental 
work, and it requires self-sacrifice to devote one’s 
self to it with unswerving aim. The temptation is 
great to plunge into more popular reforms, and 


"we can send them invitations to the Congress. 


trust to chance, or “blind evolution” for the suc- 
cess of pure Freethought principles. But this will 
not do. Freethought will not succeed by chance, 
nor by any “divine providence,” nor any “blind 
evolutioti.” It will succeed only by the earnest, 
devoted, uncompromising efforts of Freethinkers 
themselvs. We must keep battling on. We must 
keep at the front, be there few or many. We must 
hold our forces ready for action. Some, at least, 
must make Freethought reform the supreme work 
of their lives, and devote to this every energy they 
possess. There must be a pionneer band who will 
never haul down the flag under any circumstanceg 
whatsoever. : “8 

I hope that ffietids will realize how much we hav 
to do; that sacrifices are neGessaty to carry on this 
campaign; that it is not for a temipóray purpose, 
but for a. purpose as enduring as the republic itself. 
A Secular government is absolutely necessary to 
the settlement of all the other great political ques- 
tions now before the people. A special, long-con- 
tinued; and unwavering effort-must be made in this 
direction. There éan be no compromise. 

We must not giv up, ho matter how vast the 
difficulties. The final great battle for human rights 
which has been going on for centuries is now on our 
our hands; and we must be true to the call, and 
take no backward step, nor be careless and indiffer- 
ent because others are so. I desire all friends to 
write me at once, and codperate and help to the best 
of their ability. SawvzL P. Pornam. 

234 South Water street, Chicago. 


Freethought Federation—Treasurer’s Report, 


This is the last call to the friends of Freethought 
to send their mites to help to defray the expenses 
of the coming Congress, Oct. 26th, 27th, and 28th. 
We will mail to all members a program of the Con- 
gress this week, also to all who will send us the 
names of Freethinkers. Please send us names so 
We 
ought to hav at least. twenty thousand names on 
our books as members of the Federation. We can 
do it wi h your assistance by sending us names so 
that we can ask them to join. We must hav them 
so we can post them as to what is going on. The 
churches are united; they are pushing for their 
Puritan Sunday with vigor, which we must oppose 
with equal zeal, and this we cannot do single- 
handed. We must hav the support of all Liberals 
in the land to stand by ‘us, for in union there is 
strength. I must thank the Liberal women for 
their support; they are sending in more names to 
enroll than the men. Let the good work go on. 


J. H. Brown............8 2 00g Mrs, L. A. Tinley.... 


Christ Schweitzer... 2 50; John Drew........ 

John Springman...... 2 50 John Frazier 

D. T. Ames...... 500 John Langly... 

W. W. Johnson 25 South Danbury........ 

J. W. Ranstead 200 G. W. Whittemore... 

O. W. Brace.. 600 R. Rittenhouse 

W. W. Ames F. Flittner. .... 

W. T. Carter Gustay Weber. 

W. Heton..............—. Daniel Crosby... 

E. W. Rhodes S. M. Brady............. 

W. A, Bogard Sam’! E. Nicoles...... 

Z. T. Bogard F. E, Nicoles......... 2 00 
F. M. Oakley......... Henry Luken.......... 2 00 
Kane Oakley : John A, Oalder........ 1 00 
John Brosi............. John A. Jost............ 1 00 
A. R. Woodhams J. T. Edwards.......... 50 


E. C. Rxiogwarp, Secretary and Treasurer, 
234 South Water st., Chicago. 


The Ameriean Seeular Union and Freethought 
Federation. 

THE ANNUAL CONGRESS WILL BE HELD AT MADISON 
HALL, OHIOAGO, OOTOBER 26TH, 27TH, AND 28TH. 
The headquarters of the Congress will be at the 

Gault House, corner of West Madison and Clinton 


streets, a first-class hotel within two blocks of Mad- 


ison Hall. The proprietor will giv reduced rates 
to those who attend the Congress, $1.50 per day, 


room and board. 
PROGRAM. 


The Congress will be called to order Friday morning. 
All morning sessions to begin at 10 o’clock; afternoon ses- 
sions at 2 o'clock, and evening sessions at 8o'clock sharp. 


Frmay MonwiNG.— Opening Address, by Samuel P. 
Putnam, ** The Religious Conspiracy in the American 
Republic.” Appointment of Committees, ete. 
Short Addresses by John E. Remsburg, Franklin 
Steiner, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Dr. Jnliet H. Sever- 
ance, and others, on the means and methods of Free- 
thought work for State Secularization. 

Fripay Arrernoon.—Address by Leon Lewis, ** Bruno.” 
Address by Mrs, Lizzie M. Holmes, ‘‘ Separation of 
Church and State." Address by Mrs. L. D. White, 
“The Reformer's Pathway to Truth.” Address by 
Professor Gordon. 

Faipay EveNiNG.— Address by Hon. C. B. Waite, ** The 
Orusade of the Church against the State." Address 
by Mrs. Mattie P. Krekel, ‘‘Is Industrial Freedom 
Possible without Mental Emancipation?” Address 
by C. Stuart Beattie, . 

SATURDAY MozxNiNG.— Business Meeting of American 


Secular Union. Reportsof Secretary and Treasurer. 
Election of Officers, Addresses and Discussion. ` 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON. —Business Meeting of Freethought 
Federation of America. Reports of Secretary and 
Treasurer. Election of Officers, Addresses &ud Dis- 

cussion, 

SATURDAY. Eventne.—Address by Mrs. Sarah E. Ames, 
*! Ts the Spirit of the Age a New One?" . Address by 
Mrs. EHa Roberts, ‘‘Thoughts on Hell.” Address 
by M. W. Ohunn, ‘‘Encroachments of Church on 
State.” Address by Julius Silvermau, editor Occé- 
dent, 

Sonday Morninc.—Address by Franklin Steiner, “The 
Struggle for Religious Liberty.” Address by Dr. 
Paul Carus, ‘‘ The Religion of Buddha.” Address by 
Dr. Juliet H. Severance, ‘‘Our Work; How Shall We 
Best Oarry it Forward?” Address, by Voltairine de 
Oleyre. ; 

SUNDAY  ÁrFTERNOON. — Address, by Rev. Alonzo T. 
Jones, editor of American Sentinel, “The Judicial 
Basis of a Religious Despotism in the United States." 
Mr Jones is one of the most distinguished and able 
advocates of State Secularization in the country. 
He is ‘author of that great work, ‘‘The Two Repub- 
lice," which should be read by every American 
citizen, * l ' . 

Sunpay Eventnc.—Address, by John E. Remeburg, 
“The Sabbath Question in a Secular Government.?? 
Address, by Mrs. M. A. Freeman, “The Ideal of 
76.” . Olosing Addresses by Hon. C. B. Waite and 
Samuel P. Putnam. 


Tt is hoped aud expected that other Freethought 
fepresentativs wil be present. Robert G. Ingersoll, 
Robert O. Adams, President of Canadian Secular Union; ` 
E. M. Macdonald, editor of Tam TRurH SENKER, New 
York; L. K. Washburn, and Ernest Mendum of the 
Investigator, Boston; J. D, Shaw, of the Independent 
Pulpit, Texas; H. L. Green, of the Freethinkers’ Maga- 
zine, Ohicago; J. Spencer Ellis, of Secular Thought, 
Canada; Mrs. Lulu Monroe Power, of Ironclad Age; 
M. Harman, of Lucifer; T. B. Wakeman, Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Sr., Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., ©. B. Reynolds, of 
Washington, Katie Kehm Smith, of Oregon; Helen H. 
Gardener, author of ** Men, Women, and Gods;" Susan 
H. Wixon, author of ''Right Living;" Matilda Joslyn 
Gage, &u'hor of ** Woman, Ohurch, and State;" Lucy N. 
Colman; Mrs. Etta Semple, President of Kansas Free- 
thinkers’ Association; D. G. Crow, author of '* Eclecti- 
cism;" W. F. Jamieson, J. H. Burnham, Henry Rowley, 
President of Brooklyn Philosophical Association; Henry 
Bird, President of Newark Liberal League; Reuben 
Rush, Dr. Rufns N. Noyes, Harry Hoover, and others. 

Vocal and Instrumental Music will be given during the 


sessions of Congress. ! 
‘Sane eee COMUNE ATP, 


Lectures and Meetings. 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture engagements for the month of 
November: 
Bangor, Mich., November 1st, 2d, 8d, 4th, and bth. 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, November 11th. 
Philadelphia, Pa., November 18th. 
Cincinnati, O., November 25th. 

Dates are now open for engagements between Chicago 
and New York. Please write at once to S. P. Putnam, 
234 Sonth Water street, Chicago, Ill. 


Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock, Program for October: 


Oct. 19th—‘‘ The Nude in Art.” By the Editor of the 


Art Critic. 
Oct. 26th—** Politics.” T. B. Wakeman. 


Tur Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for Ostober, 1894: 

October 21st—Mrs. Eliza Archard Conner, aubject: ** Re- 


incarnation.” . 
October 28th—Mr. Henry Nichols, subject: ‘‘ American 


Socialism.” 


Tug Women’s Libera! League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free All welcome. Program for October: 1 
Oct. 23d, —'* Comstock vs. Morality—In the Waisbrooker 
Oase." "Voltairine de Oleyre. 
Oct. 305h. —'* The Kindergarten in Relation to Labor. 
Miss Constance MacKenzie. 
Radical Library open 7.80 to 10 p.m. Dues 15 cents - 
per month. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Knabe Hall, 26 W. Fourth st., Cincinnati. r. John 
R. Charlesworth will lecture during October upon the 
following subjeots: 

October 21st— The World and its Gods.” 
October 28th—'* What the Bible has done for Woman.” 

Lectures commence at 7:45 p.m., sharp. All lectures 
are followed by free criticism and discussion. All are 
invited to attend. . 


Tur Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawanaavenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins, - - 

Last Friday evening Gen. E. M. Lee spoke to the 
Manhattan Liberal Club on **A Helpmeet to Man.” It 
was a queer mingling of orthodoxy and woman suffrage. 
When not saying that woman should hav all the rights 
men hav, that she outshone the stronger sex in intel- 
lect and cultivation, and that wherever she has had the 
right to vote the best moral candidates were always 
chosen, he talked abont the virtues and greatness of 
orthodoxy, and what it has done to put hope in the breast 
and to make Civilization possible. Dr. Foote, Jr., taking 
a part in the discussion, said that General Lee was walk- 
ing forward while looking backward. Wilson Macdon- 
ald said that there was really nothing to answer, and he 
was reminded during the lecture of a good old Methodist 
meeting. : 
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Letters of Friends. 


A Few of the Many for the “Age.” 
San Antonio, TEX., Sept. 27, 1894. 


Mr. Eprronr: Inclosed find $1 for eight 


copies of Thomas Paine's ‘‘ Age of Rea- 
son,” as per advertisment. 
HENRY BoERNER. 


Bvoxuzap, 8. C., Sept. 29, 1894. 
Mz. Epiror: Inclosed find $2. Send me 
eight copies of Thomas Paine's **Age of 
Reason" and ‘*‘Hand-Book of Free- 
thought.” T. D. FEASTER. 


CoRRECTIONVILLE, IA., Sept. 24, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $1 for 
eight copies of Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason,” 
which I will giv away where it will do 
the most good. E. O. SHWESINGER, 


Berorr, KAn., Sept. 28, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me eight 
copies of Thomas Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Rea- 
son,” for which you will find inclosed $1. 
This is a Christly town; there are nine 
churches, and quite a number of Infidels 
here, but they are cowards and afraid of 
being boycotted. I like Tur TRUTH 

SEEKER, and am lost without it. 
E. Haupert. 
Generons as Well as Just. 

BARNHILL, O., Oct. 1, 1804. 
Mz. Evrron: Inclosed please find $4 for 
my subscription to Taz TRUTH Srexer for 
one year; the remainder to be used for the 
benefit of the paper. Excuse me for not 
remitting sooner, as it was due to my neg- 

ligence. JOSEPH Hrnsr. 


Behind of Course. 
OnanGE Orry, Sept. 14, 294. 

Mn. Eprror: Inclosed find $1 for the 
Defense Fund. 

In answer to Wm., Slater Mowry, I can 
tell him that unless he is a Theist, he can 
not cousistently be an American Freema- 
Son. It seems they are way behind the 
times compared with the French. 

Dx LzsPINASSK. 


Revelator and Disseminator. 


Bartow, OR., Sept. 26, 1894. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find $3 to renew 
my subscription. Tas TRUTA SEEKER is 
the best revelator and disseminator of un- 
answerable facts of any paper in the world. 
But these glorious Democratic times make 
us scratch to pay taxes. I am now 
seventy-two years old, but can read and 
think as well as ever. Send on the paper. 

Ww. Bartow. 


The Books Made Him a Subscriber. 
BROWNSVILLE, OR., Sept. 25, 1894, 

Mr. Eprror: I send you $8 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER one year. I hav read 
several of Robert Taylor’s books and the 
last book I hav read is D. M. Bennett's 
trial and conviction, and I came to the 
conclusion that I would subscribe to your 
paper. To read Bennett's trial is enough 
to make a man, if not prejudiced, change 
his views both religiously and politically, 

J. C. SMITE. 


Make a Sure Snecess. 
GREEN Isnanp, Sept. 28, 1894. 

Mr, Enpiror: Inclosed please find $5 to 
renew my subscription for another year if 
I don’t die or if I do die; eight copies of 
“Age of Reason "—for whoever you think 
best, for I know of no one here that would 
touch it—and $1 for the Freethought 
Federation. 

Why will not all the ten thousind Lib- 
erals put in $5 each and make a sure suc- 
cess? The Christians would do ten times 
that much if they had as good a cause as 
we hav. Hiram Wit! BUR. 

In Atonement, Not Humiliation. 
Covineton, IND., Oct. 1, 1894, 

Mr. Eprron: 1 wish to say I am ashamed 
of myself. True, the times are a little 
close, but that was not the whole trouble; 
it was the lack of ‘‘ hustle,” that’s what's 
the matter with me, and I fear it is the 
same with too many of the supporters of 
our paper. Right here I will drop my pen 
and go for a new subscriber. Oct. 
2d.—I hav got him and a good one, too. 
Now, I think every delinquent subscriber 
should go and do likewise, in way of aton- 


the nawes of the delegates. 
inclosed $1 to aid in supplying them with 
the proper literature. 
thinkers of Utah will see the necessity of 
prompt action in this emergency, 
Professor Holden has been lecturing on 
the necessity of sending only good Chris- 
tians to the convention. 


you please. 

Inclosed find $8—$5 to apply on my 
subscription, and three for the new sub- 
scriber. SOHUYLER LATOURETTE. 


P.S.—Respects to the Observer. Tell 


him to come out and go fishing with me in 


the placid (I think that’s what they call it) 
Wabash. S. L. 


Real Nourishing Substance. 

BALTIMORE, Mbo., Oct. 3, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Will you kindly send me 
the inclosed list ‘of books? Hav arranged 
with my newsdealer for the paper. Iam 
so little able to make compliments that I 
shall use none to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, but 
I must say that it contains real nourishing 
substance, and not the fatty degeneration 
of an ignoramus's brain. If belief were 
the sole criterion of virtue, and that belief 
exclusivly the Christian, what a small sec- 
tion of philanthropists there would be to 
mitigate the sorrows of this harsh world, 
even if every professor were consistent in 

his practice. Frep. H. Pund. 


Be Watchful and Work. 
Swan, UraB, Sept. 10, 1894, 
Mr. Eprrog: As the time is approach- 
ing when Utah will enter upon her career 
of statehood, and as a constitutional con- 
vention will soon be held in Provo City, I 
respectfully ask you to do anything that 


may be in your power for the good of the 


coming state. I cannot at present giv you 


You will find 
Ihope the Free- 


Geo. Larson. 


Of Conrse He Is Pleased. 
Moroz, Ind., Sept. 80, 1894. 
Mr, Epiror: I received the ‘‘ Old Tes- 


tament Stories,” and please accept thanks 
for same. 


To state that it is grand would 
be putting it mildly. I bought ‘‘ The Pic- 


torial Text Book," and it has been all over 
the neighborhood and 
straight-faced bigots to laugh in spite of 
themselvs. 
guments of it and ‘‘The Old Testament 
Stories," bosh! They hav nothing to argue 
upon, and when we know which denomina- 
tion they are members of we can foretell 
what they contend for. 
ing their faith, which they always fall back 
upon, their talk is like a babbling brook. 


caused many 


As for their refuting the ar- 


However, except- 


Please accept my best wishes, and that 


you will succeed in converting many souls 
is my fervent wish. 


Wu. H, Yarus. 


No Wonder He Is Surprised. 
Nzw Yon, Oct. 4, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav read the letter of 


Mr. H. L. Green published in this week's 
issue and am surprised at its contents. 
is called a remarkable article, and so it is, 
emanating from a Liberal and calling on 
Liberals to desert J. B. Wise in his time 
of need. THE TRUTH SsEkER'S remarks 
on Mr. Green's notion of obscenity are 


It 


well timed. ; 
If the jury on the trial convict Mr. Wise 
they must also convict the Bible of ob- 
scenity. I am sorry that Mr. Green 
should take sides with the enemy. I read 
his magazine with 2 great deal of pleasure, 
but think he has lost his head in this case. 
The cutepokenness of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
is approved by all who do not want to see 
an old man sacrificed for the glory of 
superstition. S R. THonNE, 


His Eye Is on the Polestar. 
PoRTLAND, KAN., Sept. 23, 1894. 

Mr. Enprron: I notice quite an amount 
of wrangling over polities in our Free- 
thought pspers: these, to me, seem to be 
side issues. The main fight is against ig- 
norance and superstition. My idea is this: 
A real Freethinker may be a single tax 
man or the reverse; a free trader or a pro- 
tectionist, a Populist, a R:publican, or a 
Democrat, but he cannot be a believer in 
ghosts—Bible or otherwise. As you said 
in a late issue, we need to concentrate on 
one thing, viz., keep church and state sep- 
arate. 

Our children to-day are taught that the 
cyclone is a special providence; that there 
is a devil, & Savior, a Holy Ghost, an all- 
seeing-eye; that they must depend on 


ing for his carelessness, or cussedness, if 


general good of the public. 
honest? Is that Populism? Is that Dem- 
ocratism? If so, down with Populism 
and down with Democratism. 


Christ to be saved, ete.—all taught in 
our public schools. 

If there is a God, he has made a great 
boteh of his work. He recognized this 
when he repented that he had ever made 
man, but kept right on with very little im- 
provement, © 8. F. Davis. 

The Outlook Is Encouraging. 


WARREN, O., Sept. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I send you herewith $3 to 
renew my subscription to the old reliable 
TRUTH SEEKER. I am in my 88d year, and 
some day.my remittance will be want- 
ing, but I do not falter in my zealand love 
of truth and justice, though I often fret 
and become impatient that progress is so 
slow. The change from yea? to year Can 
hardly be discerned, but when I compare 
our day with what it was in my youth, the 
advance is immense, continuous, and en- 
couraging. Speed the day when the 
light of intelligent Freethought may 
illumin the whole world. There are evi- 
dences that the leaven of science is fer- 
menting in many unexpected quarters. 

Even the muddling god idea, the germ 
outof which nearly all the blighting ortho- 
dox theories spring, has been touched 
with more rational interpretation in the 
churches of late, especially those that are 
not in the backwoods of intelligence. 
Very truly yours, "l'HoMA8 Doveiass. 


Enriching TThemselvs by Taxation. 


JaOKsoNVILLE, Fua., Sept. 28, 1894. 
Mr. Enprron: Inclosed please find $5 in 


payment for two years’ subscription for 
THE TRUTH SErcer. 


What nonsense it is to restrict the per- 


sonal rights of men, and create by law 


evil, sin, a hell and devils for the torment 
of men. The ministers of the gospel tell 


us to observe the Sabbath. Suppose our 
legislature by law declares Sunday observ- 
ance a crime. The Sunday observer there- 
after would be considered a big sinner; he 
would be considered a fit subject for hell 
and its devils. We talk about sin; hav you |’ 
an idea of its origin? It originates in the 
halls of Congress, in the halls of legisla- 
tion. 
vants to wring from the public an income 
tax, or any other tax, for the support of 
themselvs and their families. 


Just think of it, to allow public ser- 


They then 
palm off the device as a scheme for the 


Is that 


Respectfully, AUGUST BUESING, 


Must Hay Read It Closely. 


ViNELAND, N. J., Sept. 21, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: You tell us the time is near 
when J. B. Wise must appear for trial in 


the United States court at Topeka, for 
sending through the mail a transcript of a 
verse of the Bible. 


If that trial is properly 
conducted by just men, who know the 
Bible, it will end in pronouncing the Bible 
obscene and unfit to be read. 

I am now in my ninety-fourth year; 
thirty-five years of the time was spent in 
a large city where all kinds of books 
could be had, and the Bible contains more 
falsehoods, filth, nastiness, and obscenity 
than all other books I ever had in my 
hand. With thy money thou mayest buy 
wine or strong drink or whatsoever thy 
soul lusteth after, says the Bible. Thou- 
sands read this and flocked to saloons to 
tquander their money and brains; thou- 
sands lost houses aud farms by their rum, 
and yet the old Bible still reigns. 

With thy money thou mayest buy bond- 
men and bondwomen of the heathen round 
about thee, says the Bible, and if thou 
beat thy bondman that hegdie, neverthe- 
less if be liv three days atlor the beating 
it is nobody's business, for he is thy 
money. Inaccordance with this command 
some of our pious fellow-countrymen sent 
to Africa and bought and stole men, wo- 
men, and children and brought them here 
and sold them on the auction block like 
brutes—separating husbands and wives, 
parents aud children, and brothers and 
sisters for life. After holding them in 
bondage some generations the two pious 
ends of our pious nation got up a war—one 
party to kill slavery and the other to keep 
it alive; one million stalwarts were 
slaughtered in that war. Another full 
milion are limping around for whom 


sixty millions in pensions are found. A 
book that will cause such a slaughter as 
that should be fried in a furnace with brim- 
stone for fat, and the ashes made coffee 
for treacherous priests when they meet at 
church frolics and gluttonous feasts. 
Amen! Selah! J. Hacker. 


What Is Progress? 
PETERSBURG, IND., Sept. 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: A. Augusta Chapman de- 
sires to learn 

(1) What Atheists mean by ‘‘progress * 
‘when applied to the human race?” ~ 

(2) “And what is the goal that must 
direct and inspire progress," claiming that 

(8) “Absolute perfection certainly éan- 
not be predicated of the human race,” etë, - 

I would suggest 

(1) The word ‘‘progress’’ as used im- 
plies continuation of *the human race” 
as stated, and not as she would hav it, a 
future life of an individual after he is 
dead. j 

(8) The goal of the tread-mill horse is to 
keep moving that neglect to s^ move may 
not crowd him down in a corner, or why: 
should A, Augusta Chapman continue to 
eat day after day if she doesn’t want to in- 
crease in capacity? The object or goal is 
not to retain the food and constantly add 
thereto; but she eats to keep up the fire of 
life progressivly from day to-day, or until 
the pleasure of eating ceases. 

(8) Place civilized man among rude 
savages, As individuals, neither agree 
nor enjoy to the full that condition; yet 
their offspring become adapted to con- 
ditions; the savagery of the one and the 
refinement of the other are modified—the 
old changeless individuals die and dis- 
appear, while the new and harmonious 
take their places. The perfection prob- 
lem ‘‘of the race" is solved in the very 
enjoyment of self-stultifying worship. 
Self-adaptation to environment is the ulti- 
matum of perfection, the goal of progress, 

She claims further: ; 

(4) “He who worships truth worships 
God, for God is truth; he who worships 
love worships God, for God is love." And 
he who roars worships God, for God isa 
roarer (Hosea xi, 10), or the devil, who 
does a little roaring on his own account. 
But it is better to be honest, loving, truth- 
ful, progressiv, and roar a little, than to 
abstain from these, and just worship. 

l F. S. WEAVER. 


The Folly of the God Superstition. 
Junotion Orry, Kan., Sept. 22, 1894, 

Mr. Epıror: Inclosed please find $5— 
$2 to apply on my subscription and $3 for 
a new subscriber whose address I inclose. 
This is the fourth name I hav sent and 
entitles me to ‘‘Four Hundred Years,” 
which I am very anxious to possess. I 
should be proud to see my name among 
the subscribers for this great book, ‘if I 
am entitled to be numbered there the 
same as one paying $5 for it. 

The old TRUTH SEEKER is just ‘out of 
sight.” The article in the issue of Sep- 
tember 15th, under the heading, ‘*God’s 
Loving Providence," is indeed a plain 
presentation of hard, cold facts thrust be- 
fore believers in that old time myth, born 
in an age of ignorance and superstition, I 
elaim that if any of the everyday affairs of 
this old earth and of human beings are 
controled and directed by a ‘‘divine 
providence,” then all must be, which in the 
case of the Minnesota calamity, and others 
as bad and even worse that hay visited this 
“footstool,” would make the ‘‘ being” 
responsible for it all anything but a 
“loving” father for human beings to 
worship. This ‘‘loving providence” has 
evidently been ‘‘laying off” (as railroad 
men call taking a vacation) about two 
years, taking western Kansas as evidence 
in the case, as on about one hundred 
miles of prairie through which I run on 
the Union Pacific railway there hav been 
no crops worth mentioning except sand 
burrs and sunflowers for that length of 
time, for want of rain. And weare taught 
to believe the Bible God infinit in love, 
infinit in mercy, and infinit in power, and 
that he brought the universe into exist- 
ence by simply saying, ‘‘ Let there be," 
etc. Why don’t he say, “Let there be 
enough rain in western Kansas?" Minis- 
ters please answer. ' 

** God's ways are not our ways.” Oh, I 
expected you would answer with those 
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very words! Thank you, but I am not 
fully satisfied by your explanation, for if 
his ways are not our ways, and he is sò 
above human beings in all the attributes 
that go toward making a perfect being, I 
then all the more think that he is any- 
thing but a ‘‘loving father,” or he would 
make the lot of western Kansas farmers a 
somewhat more desirable one than it has 
been for two years past, because I, only 
a human being, had I the power would 
quickly do so.. When will people drop 
this foolish, superstitious idea? 

Your ‘‘missionary scheme” is grand, 
and I intend to hav eight of my Christian 
friends receive a copy ‘‘ Paine’s Bible " 
just as soon as I can spare the dollar so 
that they can learn something of that 
grand and good Humanitarian who said: 
**'The world is my country, to do good 
my religion.” - 

With best wishes to you and Heston, I 
remain, Yours fraternally, l 

~ J. J. BARNES. 


The People Mean Well; Fight the Creed. 


Esk RIDGE, KAN., Sept. 23, 1894. 

Mr, Eprror: I hav been reading ''In- 
gersoll on Suicide,” also the (so-called) 
replies. I hav read many attempts to 
answer Ingersoll, but I hav never read an 
answer to Ingersoll. Mr. Ingersoll isa 
man of great merit and power, an exceed- 
ingly correct man. The clergy can no 
more answer his argument than they can 
reverse the rotary motion of the earth, or 
render the false true. 
ago I read a letter written by. an Infidel to 
his wife and children just before commit- 
ting suicide; a kind and affectionate 
letter, giving the reasons and causes that 
prompted the act. I read it to a Christian 
lady. She was very indignant, and said it 
wasa good thing that he killed himself, that 
the world was better off without him. After 
all, she agreed with the suicide; he thought 
the same, and for that reason killed him- 
self. Why should infinit wisdom create a 
failure? We should not hate the suicide; 
as Ingersoll says, ‘‘ Let us be merciful.” 
A certain Christian asked me the other 
day if I thought that Jesus Christ would 
ever come back to preach, to which I re- 
plied: ‘‘ Of course I know but little about 
the man called Christ, but according to 
the New Testament he was put to death by 
people who were far more religious than 
Christ was himself; that is to say, they 
chastised him for permitting his disciples 
to pluck corn on the Sabbath, for placing 
himself on an equality with God; and 
lastly, they condemned him to death upon 
the charge of blasphemy. No, you will 
not fool bim again; if Christ should ap- 
pear in this city to-day, before to-morrow 
night some Christian (so-called) would 
insist that- another Infidel had come to 
town.” 

I had quite a time with the picture in 
Tue TaurH SEEKER representing the exe- 
cution of the three negros. I showed the 
picture to a Christian, and it made bim 
angry. I said: ‘“ Why should you be 
offended? That is a correct delineation, a 
correct photograph of your doctrin; it is 
not mine, it is yours. Did not that minis- 
ter impart to them the religious consola- 
tion? Did they not acceptit? Were their 
statements in conformity with the accept- 
ance? Did not the minister who stood 
there accept it as such? If not, why did 
he not say 80, and preach something else? 
Iam sorry you don't seem to hav even & 
desire to understand your doctrin; and 
the moment you see a correct picture of 
your position it makes you indignant,” Of 
course I am persecuted ; I expect to be. 
When I lived at Clinton, & certain minis- 
ter’s wife said to me, ‘‘ Mr. Williams, I 
see the Christians don’t patronize your 
harness shop.very much.” ‘‘No,” said I, 
“that is true; still I do not blame them; 
no doubt they think they are doing right; 
some of them are good people; I hav 
nothing against them; I hav a little flour, 
a little meat, etc., in the house; but if I 
should starve to death, an appropriate epi- 
taph might be something like this: 

«Persecuted by Christians. Died for 
liberty, that all mankind might be free.’ ” 

When I got acquainted with them I 
found they were good people, good neigh- 
bors; the people are not to blame. We 
must fight the creed—the superstition. 

> C. V. WILLIAMS. 


Pious but Raseally Councilmen. 


New OnrzaNs, La., Sept. 24, 1894. 

Mr. EprroR: Very glad to see your an- 
nouncement of Putnam's ** Four Hnndred 
Years” being ready for delivery next 
week, and now that the cool weather is 
approaching and the mosquitoes—which 
God in his wisdom has created to annoy 
ns poor mortals seven months out of 
twelve each year—will soon bid us farewell, 
I shall spend the evening hours reading 
his great book, í 

Some months ago five or six gentleman 
and myself concluded to circulate a sub- 
scription list to secure Mr. Putnam to de- 
liver a course of lectures here, but we 
met with such poor success that we had to 
giv up the idea, for the present at least; 
subscribers were too few and far between. 
Other Liberalminded people would not 
allow their names to appear on the list, 
fearing apparently it would hurt them so- 
cially, financially, or otherwise. 
members of the Unitarian church, as also 


their minister, were approached, but with 
Nevertheless we shall 


the same result. 


| try again this fall. . : 

You will remember that in one of my 
letters, some nine or ten months ago, I 
mentioned that our city council passed an 
ordinance prohibiting the belting and 


following plank in its state and county 


A few 


platform: 

We declare our continued adherence to 
the great principle of religious liberty as 
enunciated in Article VI of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States in the following 
language: ‘‘ No religious test shall ever be 
required as a qualification to any public 
office or public trust under the United 
States." And we hold that the same prin- 
ciple shall be applied to all state, county, 
and municipal offices. 

The same plank was presented in the 
Republican convention, and was voted 
down amid howls and hisses. Having had 
the honor of attending Democratic con- 
ventions in this state, I can say with per- 
fect truth that there are more Liberals 
affiliated with the Democratic party than 
all the other parties combined. The Lib- 
erals of this state are indebted to the Dem- 
ocratic party that we hav no Sunday laws 
at the present time in California. As a 
party it has always been consistently 
opposed to them. Let the Liberals of this 
state, regardless of party lines, vote for 
the party which advocates religious liberty. 
If the Republican party can be defeated 
this election thé old proscriptiv know- 
nothing spirit will hav its very short day 
and die a disgraceful desth aud fill a dis- 
honored grave. H. SANDBERG. 


Teachers Forced to Use the Bible. | 


About two years’ 


switching of cars in certain parts of the 
city during the morning hours on Sundays, 
apparently for the purpose of not disturb- 
ing the worshipers at church in that 
locality. Well, some eight or nine of 
these good Christian officials hav been in- 
dicted by the grand jury for bribery, eto., 
with more to follow, and one of them has 
already been convicted, and impeachment 
proceedings are also pending against the 
mayor. , This does not speak very well for 
our city fathers who hav the welfare of the 
church so much at heart, so much so in- 
deed, that they pass laws to stop the 
wheels of commerce so as not to disturb 
the worshipers of superstition. 

At our late legislativ session the repeal 
of the obnoxious Sunday-law passed the 
house, but failed to pass the senate, due 
apparently to a committee of pious Sunday- 
law advocates, who were hustled off to the 
state capital to influence a sufficient num- 
ber of members to kill the bill, and they 
succeeded; but the law has never been, is 
not now being, and never will be, enforced. 
Another bill to tax all property not di. 
rectly used for religious purposes was 
introduced. I did not very closely follow 
the proceedings at the time, but I think it 
failed to pass. Still another bill was in- 
troduced prohibiting teachers of public 
schools from appearing in their religious 
garb; this bill passed. . Messrs. Dolluth 
and Mouton were the fathers of these re- 
form movements. 

A few clippings inclosed will show that 
my communications sent to the local 
dailies lately are not being rejected so 
often, when short and not too severe in 
expression. ERWIN AUFFURTH. . 


Covorvs, PA., Sept. 29, 294 


argument with a brainless theological ig- 


ing a disposition to love even his enemies, 


Atheist and taught Infitelity in my school. 


ter. 


which was granted. I passed favorably, 


ising to use the New Testament. 


a free country, an 
school, maintained by state funds. 


all the prayers ever uttered by man, 


bread to sustain life. 
children, as I suppose all Freethinkers do, 


promis . 
This spring a good deacon in one of our 
churchescheated me out of $140. Another, 


Mr. Eprron: Some time since I had an 


noramus at a crowded place, and beat him 
so badly on his own ground (scriptural) 
that he resorted first to abuse and, when 
that had no effect, then to flight. Being 
meek and lowly, and like his master hav- 


he got his revenge by informing the 
superintendent of schools that I was an 


The consequence was that my certificate, 
which I hav held for a number of years, 
was annulled on the ground that an 
Atheist, Agnostic, Infidel, or even a Free- 
thinker, does not possess & moral charac- 


I at once applied for a re-oxamination, 


but the superintendent refused to sign it 
until I promised not to hold an argument 
with any of God’s specially appointed ser- 
vants, commonly called ‘‘ preachers of the 
gospel." The demand was also made that 
I should read the holy Bible in my school 


every morning. Proving the Bible unfit 
for the school-room, I compromised, prom- 


Dear friends, this was a bitter dose for 
me to swallow, living, as I had thought, in 
teaching a secular 
Ihav 
& family dependent on me for their daily 
bread, and am cogrizant of the fact that 


woman, or child never brought a crust of 
I love my wife and 


and this is what urged me to make the 


For Religious Liberty. 
NzxzNACH, Cau., Sept. 25, 1894. 


Mr. Eprron: At last it has come to pass 
that a polititcal party in the state of Cal- 


ifornia applies the religious test in politics. 


The American Protectiv Association has 
full control of the Republican party in 


this state. In this county it defeated one 


of its most honored members for chairman 


of its convention for the well-known rea- 
son that his wife was & Catholic and him- 
self, being a liberal-minded man, was 
opposed to the dark-lantern methods of 
such an organization as the American 
Protectiv Association. The principle of 
religious liberty is at stake. The Ameri- 
can Protectiv Association to-day is opposed 
to Catholics, to-morrow it will probably 
boycott the Freethinkers. I say, Down 
With such an organization, and down 
with the party that upholds it; there are 
very few, if any, Liberals that belong to 
it; all the members of the American Pro- 
tectiv Association that I am acquainted 
with belong to some one of the orthodox 
Protestant churches, 

Being a member of the Freethought 
Federation of America, I believe in voting 
as I believe. Of all the political parties in 
California, the Democratic party is the 
only one which comes out squarely in 
favor of religious liberty. 


It defines its, 
position in unmistakable terms by the — 


a kind hearted Suunday-se^ool teacher, de- 


which was done for Christ's sake. When 
they again partake of the Lord's supper, 
will they quiet their consciences by saying 
“Jesus paid it all?" He ma 
debts; I am out of pocket all the same. 
How long will it be before I am placed 
on the rack? How soon will they apply 
the thumbscrew or something worse in 
order to giv their God pleasure and to in- 
duce me to bow down to superstition? I 
would sell my little homeif I knew where 
to find a place where liberty is not à mock- 
ery; where science rules, and superstition 
is a thing of the past. Yours for truth, 
J. W. F. CorzNnHEAVER, 


Mortuary—Cyrus T. Collier. 


Mr. Eprron: I write to inform you of 
the death, August 22, 1894, of Cyrus T. 
Collier, of Townsend, Mont. He had been 
a subscriber to your paper for many 
years. 
believer in Christian doctrins. He was 
not afraid to meet death, though life had 
full interest yet. According to his wish 
his funeral was purely secular, a leading 
friend, Judge J. R. Weston, reading an 
excellent address, which I subjoin. Dur- 
ing his long illness (of heart disease), he 
spent much time at St. Peter’s Hospital, 
Helena, Mont., an Episcopal institution, 
and I got a glimps of the bigotry of even 
intelligent Christians. In the hospital was 
a Mr. Morton, who had been confined to 


frauded me to the extent of over $30, 


pay their 


He died as he lived, a feazless un-. 


his bed for months with a broken leg. He 
was an old man and a thorough Free- 
thinker, so I took him some of Mr. 
Collier’s Trura SEEKERS, as he wished 
them; some of the nurses must hay acted 
as informer, for the same day came the 
matron to my room, bearing the obnox- 
ious sheets, saying ‘‘ the bishop would go 
for her,” if he knew the papers were 
allowed in the ward. I hav some deubts 
about the bishop, as he is & very liberal 
fellow, and not hurt with religion, but the 


fact remains that a grown man cannot 
choose his reading if he happens to be a 
patient in St. Peter's. 
Eva WARREN COLLIER, 
ADDBESS OF JUDGE WESTON. 

Frrenps: The great bond of human 
brotherhood causes us to assemble here 
to-day to perform the last sad duty, the 
last solemn rite due from man to man, 
The chil shadow of death has swept 
through our quiet community, and the 
finger of fate has been placed on one who 
has for many years been a familiar figure 
in our midst. When our race is run, 
when our task is performed, and our 
friends gather around all that is left of 
our once breathing, living, emotional, 
sympathetic, we hope conscientious ex- 
istence—then we can reasonably expect 
that our accounts will be justly settled, 
and that our friends who knew us best 
will at least place upon the credit side 
honest intent in life’s struggles, sympathy 
for our race and of having caused more 
joy and happiness than disappointment 
.and sorrow; will accredit to us that in- 
ward valor of conscience, of honesty, of 
self-denial, of self-sacrifice, daring to do 
right even in the face of the world’s 
contumely, of striving ever to the fulfill- 
ment of our honest convictions of duty. 
The honest man is not incited by physical ' 
deeds of daring as is the soldier hero; the 
arena on which he acts is not that of ag- 
gression and bloodshed, but of sympathy, 
self- denial, and self-sacrifice; though he 
may err in judgment, never in intent; 
though his views may not harmonize with 
the views of his neighbors and the world 
at large, yet he is true to his own heart’s 
teachings; he knows that belief is invol- 
untary, as much so as the beating of the 
heart, and if it was possible for him to 
formulate a theory of belief exactly 
suited to his taste and wishes, he would 
at once set his imaginativ genias at work, 
and inventa plan by which all mankind, 
both here and hereafter, would be su- 
perlativly happy. But he cannot believe, 
therefore without belief he cannot for- 
mulate. He cannot change his opinion 
without evidence, and in the absence of 
evidence he must submit to the inevi- 
table; though he might even wish it other- 
wise, but the certainty of one thing exists 
everywhere and that is the sovereignty 
of duty; whatever may hav been in the 
past, whatever may be in the fnture, 
whatever may be in the mysteries that en- 
compass him, one thing iscertain, he must 
do right! The moral laws of our being 
are imperativ; in the deepest perplexity 
they do not cease to assert themselv8; what- 
ever the clamor about us, their voices 
pierce the din like the blast of a trumpet. 
Let us fly to the ends of the earth, they 
are with us, God or no God, we dare 
not do that which will smirch our honor 
or degrade our manhood. Heaven or no 
heaven, yet there is a kingdom on earth 
which is duty rightly performed. Soul 
or no soul, our own conscience demands 
that we be just and helpful to our fellow- 
man. Duty is confined to the present 
moment; our task is not to shape the en- 
tire future; the duty that the instant 
presents is the thing to be done. We 
may not be able to see beyond it, yet do 
it faithfully, and the way will open. He 
who takes care of the present 1s taking 
eare of the future. He who solves the 
problem of the moment at hand solves 
the problem of eternity. 

Ail that is left of our friend Cyrus T. 
Collier is before us. A noble man has 
gone. A man who since we knew him hag 
never been known to tell a lie, a man who 
by his association with his felowmen 
forced respect, and though his lack of 
faith in mythology may hav caused some 
to censure and some to avoid, yet all will 
admit that he was a noble man, that his 
faith in duty, faith in everything, in 
himself, faith in the ultjmate intelli- 
gence of mankind and their final allegi- 
ance to the principles of just and true 
morality, faith ia the theory that 
freedom of thought and action will event- 
ually make life more perfect and desir- 
able, has been his undying wish. So. 
far as I know there never was a sirgle 
thought tainted with impurity or any 
suggestion of vice entered his noble 
brain; no act of his ever caused us to con- 
sider anything in him but simple virtue 
clothed in rugged exterior. He is gone, 
and now be not afraid to follow his exam- 
ple; strive to know and then believe, bnt 
be ever watchful over your acts and obli- 
gations to your fellow creatures. Liv this 
life perfect and fear not. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Bull-frog. 


In the warm summertime, on a waier-soaked log, 
Sits the boss of the pond, the croaking bull-frog— 
Perchoog. 

All signs of wet weather inspire the bull-frog, 
And his great voice is heard through rain and the 
fog— Perchoog. 

When frogs of all tones sing in chorus at night, 

He leadeth the choir with his key-n te al! right— 
Perchoog. 

On the brink he will sit. in a fatherly way, 

His bulging eyes watching the polywogs play— 
Perchoog. 

When the sun is too hot he seeks a good shade, 

Where he'll watch flies and croak ’midst leaflet 

and blade— Perchoog. 

When a boy throws astone that startles his fears, 

How quick under water the frog disappears— 
Perchoog. 

In the late antumn-time, when cold winds begin, 
His croak becomés feeble, and we seldom hear 
him— : Perchoog. 
Then in mud of the pond he sleeps safe from 

wrong, 
Till we almost forget that natural song— 
Perchoog. 
Ali through the long winter, when the Pond is 
ice-bound, 
We listen in vain for that musical sound— 
Perchoog, 
But when the warm breeze melts the ice in the 
spring, 
Again comes the bull-frog to croak and to sing— 
; Perchoog. 
Who knows that frogs hav not a worshiping 
honr, 
When they sing to the gods with all their power— 
Perchoog. 
When they pray the moonman to keep them from 
harm, 
And chain the boy-7evil that roams o’er the 
farm— Perchoog. 
For the frogs know as well what they are about 
As does priest whom they mock when they croak 
and shont— Perchoog. 
Then let us remember the tuneful bull-frog. 
The boss of the pond on the water-soaked log— 
Perchoog. 
L. G. R. 


The Inquirendo Club. 
VI. 


At the next meeting Florence produced 
three queries from the query box, and 
read them as follows: **In a criminal ease, 
is a plea of ‘not guilty’ necessarily an 
assertion on the part of the prisoner that 
he is innocent?” à 

“In what country do members of a 
certain order take an oath that to the ut- 
most of their power they will *make con- 
cord where discord is?’ " ` 

“What English official ranks next -to 
royalty and crowns the sovereign?” 

‘ The answer to the first query involves 
a technicality in legal procedure known 
as ‘burden of proof,’” said Florence; 
“and that is ‘an obligation to establish by 
evidence certain disputed facts.’ And as 
this ‘ burden of proof’ lies on the party 
asserting the affirmativ of the issue to be 
tried or question in dispute, the plea of 
‘not guilty’ is not necessarily an asser, 
tion by the prisoner that he is innocent, 
as is commonly supposed, but that he 
wishes to be tried, and that the burden 
of proof is on the prosecutor, while he 
has the presumption of innocence in his 
favor. i l 

“The second query,” she continued, 
**has reference to a quaint form of oath 
that a body corporation—the burgesses— 
take in Scotland upon their election or ad- 
mission to the privilege of magistrates of 
the burg—an oath involving loyalty to 
the Queen, to the provost and bailies of 
ihe burg and their officers. Pledging 
and confessing a deep regard for the re- 
ligion of their country, they resolve to 
‘make concord where discord is,’ to the 
utmost of their power. 

‘The answer to the third query is sim- 
ply, ‘the archbishop of Canterbury.’ He 
is primate of all England, metropolitan, 
and first peer of the reaim. He has the 
honor ef placing the crown upon the head 
of the heir to the throne when that party 
ceremoniously takes the government of a 
nation into his hands and listens to the 
counsel from his archbishop. While the 
latter is possessed of £165,000 8 year, he is 
also patron of 149 livings. 

** The great glory of the English city of 
Can terbury is its magnificent cathedral, 


It is a very old institution, and rich in 
relics. It is very beautiful in design and 
interesting to visit, particularly so if one 
feels disposed to take an interest in ancient 
legends and traditions.” 

Pausing for a moment, Florence next 
unfolded a manuscript, and read by re- 
quest an essay of her own composition 


entitled: 
THE POWER OF IGNORANOE. 


*** Knowledge is power!’ 
peated axiom has become so universally 
accepted as a self-evident truth that its 
usage has grown to a careless assertion of 
the superiority of knowledge, while no 
one seems to question whether ignorance 
has a power or not. Yet ignorance has 
power—the brute-like force of a blind 
giant, who, left to roam at will, would 
make it a sport to seize the pillars that 
hold up the temple of human good and 
turn all the palaces of joy dark as a buried 
Babylon. Its presence has obscured the 
light of reason for countless ages, and en- 
veloped the world in a cloud of Stygian 
blackness. Its demoniac despotism was 
shown in its cruel act of torturing and 
killing Alexandria’s beautiful teacher of 
philosophy, Hypatia. It’ took centuries 
of patient, frugal work on the part of 
philosophy to substantiate its statements, 
but ignorance caused them to be all over- 
thrown in a single hour. In view of this, 
philosophically considered, ignorance is 
the true bond between events, connect- 
‘ing the past with sequent facts of the 
future; and its power consists in dissolv- 
ing the wrought fabric of knowledge. 
Knowledge, with slow, laborious effort, 
spends his six days in erecting a founda- 
tion, only to hav ignorance come, drunk 
on the seventh, with a firkin of oil and a 
match—with an easy ‘let there not be,’ 
and the whole work is quickly destroyed— 
leaving naught of the toil of knowledge 
but a few ashes. 

“And yet, barring the fact of its destruc- 
tivness, ignorance has assisted progress— 


and awkwardness.’ But in reality he was 
too poor a soldier to be conscious of his 
own defeat, and continued fighting. His 
adversaries, astonished at his persistency, 
thought he had hidden resources, and in- 
continently ran away. And thus Taylor 
captured Mexico. . : 
‘The old proverb that ‘fools rush in 
where angels fear to tread,’ thus brings an 
unexpected argument in favor of the fools. 
‘*But the limit of the power of igno- 
rance carries us far into the past and 
farther yet into the future. Its van 
reaches us here and its wheels are lost in 
the distant clouds. The rumble of its 
dread approach is heard throughout the 
land, and the philosophers who under- 
stand its import blanch with fear when 
they hear the ominous sounds. Woe to 


the nation when ignorance seeks recruits |. 


among ill-clad, ill-fed, starving, desperate 
people, to storm the palace walls with the 
motto upon their banner, ‘Bread or 
Blood.’” i 
Following Florence’s essay came a poem 
from Ernestine: 
: INDIAN SUMMER, 
A hazy mist obscures the dawn 
Slow flushing in the east, 
While softly sinks the drowsy moon, 
Proclaiming night hath ceased. 


Delicious freshness greets the sense, 
Diffusing perfume rare, 

Ard crisply blows the morning wind 
Across the meadows bare. 


A thousand gleams of burnished gold 
Enrich the dewy sod, 

O’er mountain peaks and valleys fair, 
The fragrant golden rod, 


Sweet harbinger of autumn drear, 
That blossoms in September, 

To liv, ere blows the northern snows, 
_Which usher in December, 


Stanch members of true brotherhood, 
- . Thy motto faithfulness, 
Ye linger long upon the soil 
The barren land to bless. 


So may we. when our life shall close— 
Our form lie neath the sod— 

Yet leave a memory beautiful 
As the faithful golden rod. 


** Very good,” observed Aunt Margaret; 
while Florence said critically, **It is not 
88 good as some you hav written, but con- 
tains a good moral which more than com- 
pensates.” Ernestine smiled, but, asithad 


This oft-re-- 


now grown so late, was unable to retaliate 
upon Florence’s production, so the meet- 
ing adjourned, ^ Iba BALLOU. 
Saas res seen 
Why? 
Charley wants to know why he should 
not take a glass of beer as well as his father. 


Better let it alone, Charley. It is better | 


for your health, your temper, your morals, 
and your pocket. There was once a 
printer who, when his brother workmen 
went out to get beer and other drinks, 
carefully laid aside an amount like to 
which they would spend, putting it in the 
bank. When five years had gone by, he 
examined his bank book, and how much 
do you suppose he found there? Just 
$521.86. In the five years he had been 


|as workmen. 


perfectly well, and had lost no time 


from his work, except now and then a 
holiday. Three‘out of the number who 
had worked with him had meanwhile be- 
come intemperate, and were n. g., no good 
The young man who had 
been laughed at for abstaining from liquor 
after awhile bought the printing establish- 
ment, increased the business, and in 
twenty years’ time after he began saving 
his drink money, as he called it, had accu- 
mulated $100,000. An obvious lesson. 
8. H. W. 


Essay on Miracles. 


By DAVID HUME, . 


^ 9. 
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not very materially, still in a degree. It : j 
is related of Gen. Zachary, Taylor that: he. 
won the battle of Mexico ‘by sheer pluck ; T | 
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AwTIQUITY Unverurp, Published by the 
Oriental Publishing Co,, Philadelphia. 
Price, $1.50. For sale by the Truth 
Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette Place, 
New York. 

n some respects this is one of the most 
remarkable works of the present century, 
whether viewed as the offspring of a de- 
luded mind, as some have pronounced it, 
or as what it claims to be, viz.: the testi- 
mony of the spirits of departed ancients 
who ‘‘disclose the most startling revela- 
tions proving Christianity to be of heathen 
origin.” Whatever may hay been the 
real inspiration of the work, the evidence 
it enn is direetly in the line of Mr. 
Lillie's latest work, the author of which 
certainly cannot be charged with a belief 
in or sympathy with the theories of 
modern Spiritualism, It isalso strictly in 
harmony with the conclusions of many 
learned, thonghtful men (except in one 
feature, which will be referred to later on) 
who hay given church Christianity thor- 
ough and unprejudiced study in the light 
of the latest historical discoveries and 
translations of the philosophical books of 
the East. In short, the convictions 
reached by Mr. Lillie, Baron Harden 
Hickey and others, through what are con- 
sidered the legitimate channols of scientific 
research, are fully corroborated by the 
compiler of ‘‘Antiquity Unveiled,” who 
ean hardly be aceused of borrowing his 
ideas from the authors referred to. This 
is a singular fact in itself, and whileit can- 
not be taken as conclusiy evidence of the 
correctness of the Spiritualistic theories, 
it givs the work a claim to careful consid- 
eration which it might not otherwise pos- 
sess. ‘Truth should be recognized where- 
ever found, and prejudice should never be 
allowed to stand in the way of a respectful 
examination of apparently logical and 
rational claims and arguments, 

This work is a compilation of a series of 
communications said to hav been made 
through a spirit medium to the late J. M. 
Roberts, Esq., of Montgomery county, Pa, 
The spirits supposed to hay made the start- 
ing statements contained in the book were 
those of Apollonius of Tyana; his pupil 
Damis; Deva Bodhisatwa, a Buddhist 
prophet; Plotinus; Pope Gregory VII; 
Euthalius, a Greek theologian; Vespasian, 
a Roman emperor; Felix, procurator of 
Judea; Pliny the Younger; Origen; Fla- 
vius Josephus; Pontius Pilate; Quintillian; 
Urban the VIII, a Roman pontiff; Aquila, 
a Oappadocian philosopher; regory, 
bishop of Constantinople; Marcion, the 
father of Church Ohristianity; Constan- 
tine the Great; Tacitus; Ignatius of An- 
tioch; Porphyry; Clement Alexandrinus; 
Hermogenes, the Essenian rival of Paul; 
Pythagoras, the Samian sage; Ammonius 
Saccas; Euxenus; Strabo; Moses Maimon- 
ides; Bt. Chrysostom; Charles Martel; 
Lucius of Cyrene; St. Dominic De Guz- 
man; Celestine III, a Roman pontiff; 
Pope Innocent III; Albertus Magnus; 
Socrates Scholasticus; Gabinus, governor 
of Judea; Lactantius; Iamblicns; Anas- 
tasius, librarian of the Vatican; Pope 
Nicholas IV; Zoroaster, and a number of 
other men well known in ancient history 
who would be most competent witnesses to 
the truth or falsity of church Christian 
history if they were alive to-day If they 
were with us at this time and testified to 
what it is claimed their spirits hav declared, 
it is quite certain that nine hundred and 
ninety-nine out of every thousand church 
Christians would denounce them as con- 
scienceless liars, 

Probably the most surprising declaration 
in the book is that accredited to the spirit 
of Apollonius of Tyana, who avers that he 
was the person who is known in church 
Christian history as Jesus of Nazareth, 
and that the latter was a myth; that the 
works performed and the teachings enun- 
ciated by him (Apollonius) were accredited 
to Jesus. ‘This remarkable assertion has 
been mude by others who pursued their 
investigations on the regular scientific 
lines and who hav asserted as capable of 
absolute proof that the history of the 
deeds and sayings of Apollonius and of 
Pythagoras was made to do duty as that of 
Jesus of Nazareth, who never existed. 
This, however, we do not consider to hay 
been proved by sufficient valid evidence. 
It is in this feature that ‘‘Antiquity Un- 
veiled " differs completely from the works 
of other writers upon the same subject, 
who claim that Jesus really lived and 
taught, but that he never constructed, nor 
gave any ground for the construetion of 
church Christianity. 

We feel free to say that ‘‘Antiquity Un- 
veiled" is worthy of the perusal of any 
seeker after truth who is capable of form- 
ing and holding an opinion without the 
aid of the church authorities, if for no 
other reason than that its comparison with 
the opinions of the scientific investigators 
is deeply interesting and instructiv, — Mos- 
lem World. 
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Gems of Ghouwght. 


To be trusted is a better compliment 
than to be loved.—George Macdonald. 


I wise men to be free 
As much from mobs as kings, from you 
as me. —Byron. 


: SELF-sACRIFIOR is impossible as an aim 
in itself; self-development is possible, rea- 
sonable, and consistent.— Grant Allen. 


Tror science will continue to fulfil one 
of her most beneficent functions; that of 
relieving men from the burden of false 
science, which is imposed upon them in 
the name of religion.— 7. H. Huxley. 


Command is a blight to the affections. 
Whatsoever of beauty — whatsoever of 
poetry, there is in the passion that unites 
the sexes, withers up, and dies in the 
cold atmosphere of authority.— Herbert 
Spencer. 


IwsiaHT and culture are not inevitable 
allies. The man who spends his days col- 
lecting data too often finds in his hands a 
dead weight of facts whose laws are hid 
from his vision. One man may be expert 
in collecting material and another expert 
in using it. The final solution always 
rests with those higher powers of imagin- 
ation and prophecy upon which the formal 
self-elected leaders in our civilization can 
not set the seal of their aggrandizement or 
monopoly.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Tur evidence, and the only evidence, to 
which it (science] appeals or which it ad- 
mits, is that which is in the power of 
everyone to judge—that which is furnished 
directly by the senses. It deals with the 
actual world about us, its objectiv realities 
and present activities, and does not rele- 
gate the inquirer to dusty precedents or 
the mouldy maxims of commentators. 
The only conditions which it enjoins are 
that the imperfections of the senses shall 
be corrected as far as possible and that 
their observations shall be interpreted by 
the laws of local induction.— Daniel G, 
Brinton. 


Ir seems to me that moral principles are 
neither self-sustained, nor supernaturally 
revealed or inspired, nor a matter of pre- 
dilection; but that they are grounded on 
our social nature, and this again on the 
organic solidarity, past, present, and fu- 
ture, of all individual members united in 
the social life. The progressiv realiza- 
tion of the ethical ideal consists, under 
this aspect, in the more and more thorough 
recognition of the super-individual sig- 
nificance of our social relations, and in 
the rational transformation of the social 
medium in accordance with such recogni- 
¢ion.—Dr. Edmund Montgomery. 


WHETHER you believe that creation was 
the work of design or of inconscient law, 
it is equally difficult to imagin how this 
random collection of dissimilar materials 
came together. To the riddles which na- 
ture propounds to us the profession of ig- 
norance must constantly be our only 
reasonable answer. The cloud of impene- 
trable mystery hangs over the develop- 
ment and still more over the origin of life. 
If we strain our eyes to pierce it with the 
foregone conclusion that some solution is 
and must be attainable, we shall only mis- 
take for discoveries the figments of our 
own imagination. Lord Salisbury. 


Every man’s nature is a sufficient ad- 
vertisment to him of the character of his 
fellows. My right and my wrong is their 
right and their wrong, hilst I do what 
is fit for me, and abstain from what is 
unfit, my neighbor and I shall often agree 
jn our means, and work together for a 
time to one end. But whenever I find my 
dominion over myself not sufficient for 
me, and undertake the direction of him 
also, I overstep the truth, and come into 
false relations to him. I may hav so much 
more skill or strength than he, that he 
cannot express’ adequately his sense of 
mon. but it is a lie, and hurts like a lie 
both him and me. Loveand nature can 
not maintain the assumption; it must be 
executed by a practical lie, namely by 
force.—- Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


Tar names given to the different eras of 
culture indicate generally the character 
of the influences which hav contributed 
most to the development of humanity. 
Industrial art, accompanied and aided by 

. inventiv genius, has always been the chief 
.civilizer and benefactor of mankind. The 
arts of working stone, bronze, and iron, 
and the invention of movable alphabetic 
type and the steam engin, hav made the 
chief epochs in history. Science is now 
crowding closély upon the heels of indus- 
try, but_is rather its handmaid than its 
rival. Polity, society, morality, religion, 
literature, and art, are very important to 
human happiness, but they hav, in all 
ages, followed in the train of mechanism. 
The orators, preachers, and poets did not 
exist as separate classes until the mechan- 
ics had provided means for their support. 
-—John S. Hittell, 
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EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It ig THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendencyof Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
fir: conception. of inherent rights. . E : . 

Chapter 1I deals with the theological dogmas, of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as a human being; marriage was looked upon as vile; wives were sold 
88 81&V.8; women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unf avorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how tha church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at once a“ holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning was prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
third of their property; daughters couid be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. : 2 

. „Chapter IV—Marquet'e—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of "lords 
sp iritual,” the immorality of the heads of the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. Tt also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries, 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, ete., .  . f 

Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pét was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer œ» witch t» liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church's policy for obtaining un:versal dominion over mankind. 

omen physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the * Pilgrim Fathers” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. k 

Thèchaptir on “ Wives” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and*Jroprietary rights of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women were not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage 1s opposed by the church. y E 

In Chapter VII is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution. that Luther and the other * prin- 
cipal reformers” favored it, as weil as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. . 

In the last three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman’s sufferings as interference with her ‘curse,’ of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for a eg of woman's ‘ inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 


value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 


The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
EE cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
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given—poetio, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, ie 
the director-general's address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. ki á 
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Not for Parsons. 


Boston GirL: ‘*Do you know, I fahney 
heaven will be much like Boston.” Chi- 
cago Girl: ‘“ Why? Because there will 


not be men enough there to go around?” 
— Life. 


.Onannzs DUDLEY WARNER said that the 
difference betweeu the ‘‘faith cure" and 
the ‘mind cure” is that “the mind cure 
doesn’t require any faith, and the fait 
cure doesn’t require any mind.” ? 


VISITING OLERGYMAN: ''And did your 
faith bring you to this?" Salvation Army 
Bill (serving his third term for disorderly 
conduct and drunkenness): ** No, not my 
faith, but my convictions!”— Life, 


Timorsy: ‘‘Say, ma, did our baby come 
from heaven?" Ma: ‘Av coorse he did.” 
Timothy: ‘* Well, he was a durn fool to 
leave heaven for a place like this, and then 
run the risk of never gittin’ back again.” 


Hussan (all ready for the theater): ‘<I 
declare, dear, it’s raining hard." Wife: 
** Well, what about a little rain? One 
would think, from your tone of: voice, 
that we were about starting for church.” 


Tae other night, over a dram, two old 
cronies were discussing the merits of their 
pastors, when one remarked: ‘‘An’ oor 
minister disua read his sermons, aither.” 
“If I am credibly informed, Peter,” ob- 
served the other, **he reads ither fowks.” 


“ Papa,” asks Tommy Goodman, ** who 
was Cain’s wife?" ‘‘Oaroline,” said the 
Rev. Dr. Goodman, after an ominous 
pause, addressing his wife, ‘‘ will you 
please hand me mv heaviest slipper and 
leave the room? - There is going to be a 
trial for heresy right here and right now.” 
—Chicago Tribuné. 


GaBREL: ‘*Well, what can I do for 
. you?” Applicant: ‘I want to see St. 
Peter." Gabriel: ** Engaged on important 
work and can’t be bothered just now.” 
Applicant: ** What is he doing?” Gabriel: 
* Making up his report on how many 
sparrows fell to the ground during the 
past month."— Puck, 


Country Parson: ‘You hay no iden 
how hard it is forme to perform my duties 
here.” Visiting Bishop: ‘* What are some 
of your difficulties?” Country Parson: 
‘Take this week, for instance. Just as 
the piece of swamp they allow me for a 
garden got dry enough to make my pota- 
toes thrive, the congregation requested me 
to pray for rain.” — Puck. 


JENKINS: ''Great stroke of luck for 
Brownley. I knew him when he was a 
poor theological student, and he has just 
been selected as pastor. of one of the most 
fashionable churches in the city." Mrs. 
Jenkins: ‘‘So I understand. Rich con- 
gregation, isn't it?" Jenkins: '*Rich? 
They hav special monthly prayer-meetings 
to pray fora tight money market.” — Puck. 


Oxe Sabbath afternoon a Scotch minis- 
ter, in his closing prayer, earnestly be- 
sought some seasonable and much-wished- 
for rain. Immediately rain began to fall 
—the first for many weeks—and for & 
short time it fell in torrents. _Meanwhile 
the congregation was dismissed; and then 
came the scramble for umbrellas. One 
lady, who had no umbrella, commenced 
gathering the skirts of her gown over her 
head before quitting the church vestibule, 
at the same time remarking to a neighbor: 
** Eh, wumman, isn't it too bad o' the doc- 
tor? He might ha’ letten us hame first!” 
London Freethinker. 


Mr. W. R. Le Fanu, in his ‘ Seventy 
Years of Irish Life,” givs the following 
testimony of an invalid who had been to 
Knock chapel, in the hopes of securing 
the services of Our Ladyof Knock. ‘‘In- 
deed, sir, I took all the rounds, and said 
all the prayers, but it was of no use; not 
but what it’s a grand place. It would as- 
tonish you to see all the sticks and crutches 
hanging up there, left behind by poor 
cripples who went home cured. It’s my 
opinion, sir, that for rheumatism and the 
like of that, it’s & grand place entirely; 
but as for the liver, it's not worth a d-—n." 
—Lonaon Freethinker. 


Surg, see auld Orthcdoxy’s faes 
She’s swingein’ thro the city; 

Hark, how the nine-tail’d cat she plays! 
I vow it’s unco pretty! - 

There, Learning with his Greekish face, 
Grunts out some Latin ditty; 

And Common-sense is gaun, she says, 
To mak to Jamie Beattie 

Her plaint this day. 


But there’s Morality himsel’, 
Embracing all opinions; 

Hark, how he gies the tither yell, 
Between his twa companions. 

See, how she peels the skin and fell, 
As ane were peeling onions! 

Now there, they're packed aff to hell, 
And banished our dominions, 

Henceforth this day. 

—JFrom “ The Ordination,” Burne, 


of this kind, and will 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. [ts legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian por 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the 

pounded on every occasion.- 


By J. G. HOLYOAKE. 


Travels in Faith. 


Being the 


DEMAND PONDS 
EXTRACT, 9 AVOID 
L TIONS. 


FOR 
ALL PAIN 
1 Rheumatism 
Feminine. 
Complaints 
ill Lameness 
UN ExT Soreness 
as 55- 3 Wounds 
"aes ssi" Bruises 
| ` Catarrh 


USE 2: 


POND! 
EXTRACT 


It will Cure. 


The Living Waters. 
To those who need a medicin, remember 


that Water of LM» is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 34 S. 
Wilkesbarre, Pa J. R. Perry, mgr. 26t18 


ALL styles of watches from $1.58 up _Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Wate 
street. New York. 52619 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 


Main st., 


Co., 9 Murray 


ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy ‘Trial, 


At, Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatest argument ever made in acaso 
e & 


hristians, and ex- 


In paper, 25 cents: in cloth. 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Little Freethinker 


The only paper published for the young thet 
13 free from Buperstition. Send 50 cents and try 
itfor one year 
cents for 5 different ssmple copie: 

It is imperitiv tnat the young be started aright 
if we hope to keep thom oo from churobly chains 


Or 35 cents for 6 months. 


ddress, A DRAKE SLEN&EH. 
Snowv.lle, Pulaski Co., Va. 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 


Why Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
Price, 5 cents 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


orthodoxy to Rationalism. 
Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


Patent Silk —. 
d Thread Holders. 


) i x 
FOR ART NEEDLE WORKERS, 
This holder Protects the skein from becoming 


8narled or soiled until the last thread is used. Ask 
your dealer for our wash silks’ in these new patent | 
holders. The Brainerd & Armstrong Silk 
Co., 2 Union Street, Ney. ery Conn, a 

sent posi 0 an: 
One Sample Skein 272277 2^7 y 


address on receipt of 
siz cents in stamps. Once used, you will always 


buy your silk in this holder. 


ve “aie or, PUBI 21 G man 
pro; 
H P t. 250 Catalogue 
MoALLiST ER. itg. Opticians, 49 Nassau Stesti A 


LY CRAND DISCOVERY ! $ 


WANTED —A live man or woman in every 
county where we have not already secured & 
representative to sell our “Nevada Silver” 


” worth 
Free. dress Sta 
Co., Dept. «+, Boston, Mass. 


odel for the Bar so 


Or 10 


story of his mental journey from 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, | Truth Seeker Library. 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 
Delivered before the Brooklyn Ethical Association 
By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
Price, 10 Cents. 


Published Monthly at $3 per Year. 
lssuxs oF 1891.—$3, 
Price. 


Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.......... HOPES. 0073 
Men, Women, and Gods. "Helen H. Gar- 


ener,.... essccsesssesat ee sse us Res ee. 50 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine. Illus- 


A little book of F8 pazes, fall of scientific 26 
thought. The story of this grest scientist's life 25 
and works read; like an enchanting tale. 20 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Victor Hugo's Oration on Voltaire. 


28 Lafayette Place, New York City, | TheOrisis. Thomas Paine. Illustrated. 40 
- Sabbath Breaking. John E. Remsburg..... 25 
Travels in Faith from Tradition to 
: . son. Robert C. Adams......... 25 
Strike of a Sex. George N. Miller... 925 
f | My Religious Experience. Samuel 
: . < DBID..uLe eser pee re Saves via seta ds lie Rb 
The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- | Ihe Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars ligion. T. E. Longshore................ 5U 
of Christ and vicegerents o „Showing whas Issuxs or 1802.— 98. 
they have done, and what kind of men they were. | [nfide] Death-Beds. G. W. Foote............. 25 
it contains very plain statements,in very un- | Rights of Man. Thomas Paine. Illustra- 
varnished language, nd the unmasking is com- ted........ nn guise Sa Jeewewsesy CU s 40 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- | Was Ohrist Crucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
riguing, and licentious men. Considering the | Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle. Helen H. Gar- 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, GEC ARTS 10 
this book cannot be toọ widely disseminate Bible Morals. John E. Remsburg. 25 
Price, paper, 50 cents; NIE M " Awtul Diso ouros Y rere Monk... 50 
The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, | 590560; 200/0gy.  COUbBITO. 2 M 25 
ee exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dors a3 ont God Kil the Devil? M. Bab- si 
8 MeeidenealoP fivo years AS & NOVICE, AN . M Lees Pese aae abaa a ESEECNSSM 
two yoars as a black nun, in the Hotel Dien | Libert erator Testimonial to 
Nunnery, at Montreal Perhaps not any anti- By Ool. Robert @ Ln Foner Address. 
Catholic book published has created more ex- | ai LE nté ore Aste ee TO 25 
citement, and had such a circulation as this | "1X hy onomy. Richard A. 
work. To counteract its effects the Oatholics 15 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was "no 
pM VE Senne elms was none i 
isclose: at her “child of shame n 1 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. | False, Clsims of the Ohuroh. John E. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. 
Auricular Confession and Popish Nun- 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 
ears a confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of she priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. ere is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 


ur . 

Issuxs or 1898.—$53. 

Thomas Paine Vindieated. Col Robert 
G. Ingersoll. . es 

Ihe Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 


Crim oP bresohers in dra God isla 50 
a 8 i 
os of Ero i e United States. 


MececeocosePeoososo aseo sess 15 


tales of vice, sednction, and infanticide he gives n 
in tbis volume, and equally there is no question 50 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 95 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 Abria 15 
cents. f 

The Priest in Absolution, A Review of John E. Remsburg.......... 50 
the system of auricular confession, including Pen Pictures of The World’ 
copious extracts from the “Confessional Un- rate 25 
masked," from the " Master Key to Popery, 15 
ete. The workis a protest against and sn appeal 15 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 60 
of privacy, so powertu for evil in licentious 10 
hands, so fraught with danger to female mod- | B! D A, Jacobson. 95 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth Wister Lucy, Her Awfal D 
"ev to the freedom of thought, speech, and ewhall Convent......... 10 


action. Price, paper, 25 cents. 


Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 1€ cents. 


Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 


ROM). ic cisadceceessascesesect feccs 
eee LENS ov 1804. $8, 7 
umbscrew and Rack. Geo. E. 
Melt-Oontradiotion« of the Bible. Popea is 
works will bo Sublishe aid wont d reqehemeht 
8. 
Yorks will be p sent to subscribers 


Respecting New Hall Convent, Bore- EC i subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
c i ha ed in o r. In in as 
bam arr England, Bbowing at Xon which year is desired, Orato, plasso. pay 


Single numbers so.d at prices quoted. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Otto Wettstein. 


on »1 ce te. i : 
Lied Rae NOM. 
^A SMALL 


Freethought Library, 


THE 
. 
ALL FOR $1.60. Liberal Jeweler. 
Evolution. 

By B. F. Underwood...... veiba vadis Price 6 cents DESIGNER or 
The World's Parliament of Religions. THE OTTO WETT- 
By Tenney..... mo sua de Vui cns Price 10 cents STEIN WA'CH. 

The Gods. 

By Ingersoll (with likeness),.......Price 20 cents THE INGERSOLL 
Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Club...Price 6 cents SOUVENIR 
Myth of the Great Deluge. i SPOON. 

3» By McCann......... €— Senweus Price 15 cente 
Evolution of the Devil. * THE FREE- 

By Henry Frank............. s.e Price 25 cents THOUGHT 
The Bruno Monument in Rome........Price 12 cents BADGE, 
Church and State. g 

By “‘defferson”.....scceeessesceees Price 10 cente Rochelle, Illinois. 
Religion of Humanity. 

By Benwell............. (Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4 centa NOTICE, 


Any of my Liberal friends wishing anyth:ng in 
my line will do well by pucting their adress on 
a postal card, an 1 I wiil mail price lists of my 
specialties, J can postttuly save you money, 

hav been before the Libera! public for nearly 
forty years and to thore who favor me with their 
orders, I wii ray that I will endeavor in every 


Dwight L. Moody. 

By Susan H. Wixon...............- Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 

By an Old karmer........ so Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. 


EEPE T 10 cents | Way to merit their kind patronage. Fraternally, 
rE a ORAN pee OTTO WETTSTEIN The Liberal Jeweter. 
Established 1857. Rochelle, Ill. 
By Holyoake........... eere Price 10 ceots Re " 
Life and Career of Bradlaugh. pair Work a Specialty. 
By Holyoake........ een n Price 15 cents - 
Ingersoll's Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents STRONG. H ALTHY MANHOCD 
Standing Up for Jesus. J 
By H, L. Green............... .....Price 4 cents Se ee MAP Th 
Religion in the Republic. $ 
By M. A. Freeman..,....... esee Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Sclence. 
By Tenney......... enn ....Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (Illustrated). 
By Flower & Wakeman..... EET Príce 15 cents 
Jehovah Intervlewed..........eeeesees. Price 6 cents 


Cosmology against Theology. z . 
» By Vindex. ....... cesse enses Price 15 cents 


FU in a Nutshell. 


By ASA AUGER 
A condensation of the fundamental argument 
against Christianity. 
A Very Good Little Missionary Work. 
Price, 15 cente. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ten cents, sealed in & plain envelope, 
giving causes ana ptoms of thecom- 

lainta, and a d n of the Doctor's 

ward Ap Howton a pee cure—the only rem. 
edy of the Eina in existenoo—with evidences Of Suo 
md DR. R. P. FELLOWR. 
Jay whare you saw thisadver. Vineland, NJ 


sa" I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
IER ger ot waste tet 
e AS eir 

time and money on Obristian doctors.—-Dr. Fel 


d 


B72 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 20, 1894. 


Se 


ees 
ANWR 


BT NID 
ele e 2 
z fae 03 
a ETE LE p ; 
e 2 IN 
£ app CA 
Li a Ec fc dee 
1 22 > -" k te: 
f. E) c. E r 
WA £s ze 
17 4 


SS 


AN 
a 
SSSNNNS 


—— — Zz z E 
z oS E 


$— = - —— —À 
du / J LE T f "a 
Mrd 74 


mW 


X 


Y 


Ax OS HAS MORE TROUBLE WITH HIS JO38 AND CAUSEPH HIM TO REPENT.—Amos vii, 4, 5, 6. 


JY ews of the Week. 


AT &lodging-house fire in Boston one 
man was killed and several injured. 


Ir is reported that the czar is hopelessly 
ill and that a regency is sbout to be estab- 
lished. 


AT Ironwood, Mich., while some dyna- 
mite was thawing in a stove, it exploded 
&nd killed five persons. 


Onn of the boodle councilmen of New 
Orleans has been sentenced to five years’ 
imprisonment in the penitentiary. 


Tam Massachusetts Democrats indorsed 
the income tax, denounced the A. P. A., 
and nominated John E. Russell for gov- 
ernor. 


Tur Supreme Court of South Carolina, 
by a vote of two to one, on party lines, de 
cides that the state dispensary law is con- 
stitutional. 


Ow October 11th an east-bound overland 
train was held up near Sacramento and the 
express car robbed of gold to the amount 
or $51,000. 

Tux carelessness of a carpenter in carry- 
ing a naked lamp into a colliery shaft at 
Shamokin, Pa., caused the death by fire 
of five miners, ; 


Treasury receipts for the first ten days 
of October make the outlook for govern- 
ment finances under the new tariff law 
quite favorable. 


Dr. A. B. DossoN, a very popular 


quoketa, Ia., and later of San José, Cal., 
died recently in the latter city. 


Tae official canvass of the votes cast in 
the Georgia election shows that the 
assembly will contain 3 Republicans, 50 
Populists, and 166 Democrats. About 
thirty seats are contested. 


AT the parade of the striking cloak- 
makers in this city on October 11th the 
police did some clubbing which is declared 
to hav been wholly unnecessary. The 
affair is being investigated. 


As tat Lexow committee’s investigation 
of the police department of this city pro- 
ceeds more and more astonishing revela- 
tions are made. Still the press urges the 
committee to go ** higher up.” 


Winxuiam LLoyd Garrison, Moncure D. 
Conway, and other prominent reformers, 
recently addressed a large meeting in 
Faneuil Hall, Boston, in condemnation of 
lynching in the South and elsewhere. 


Tux strong wind which blew over New 
York on the morning of October 10th 
prostrated an eight story building in 
course of construction and buried two 
tenement houses inits ruins: Nine people 
were killed and thirteen injured, several 
of them badly. 


CHIEF-JUSTIOE LEON Assett of New 
Jersey charged the grand jury at Trenton 
that the officials of the state fair and the 
police who were on the ground at the 
time were guilty of a crime in permitting 
gambling and should be made to suffer for 
it, The managers of the inter-state fair 
include nearly ali the leading business 
men of Trenton, some of whom hay very 


Tue Jewish-American press the country 
over condemns the A. P. A. and numerous 
Jewish social organizations hav adopted 
resolutions in favor of religious freedom. 


AN express train was robbed on the 12th 
inst. near Quantico, Va. A large sum of 
money was Obtained. The robbers cut 
the engin loose and made their escape on 
it, afterward letting it go wild, and it 
would hay run into another passenger 
train had it not been for a signalman who 
managed to sidetrack it. 


Tx Chinese-Japanese war drags slowly 
along. The Japanese hay recently won & 
few small victories and are slowly pushin 
their way toward Pekin. It is rumore 
that the Chinese government has sued for 
peace through the British minister, offer- 
ing to guarantee the neutrality of Corea 
and to pay Japan a war indemnity. ` 


EARL Grey, the third of the title, died 
in England last week. In 1841 he was 
celebrated for his debates in Parliament 
in opposition to the protectionist policy of 
Peel’s administration. He was in Mel- 
bourne’s cabinet, was a frequent writer to 
the London Times, and was the author of 
several books. He was born in 1802. 


COLONEL BRECKINRIDGE made public 
confession to his church at Mount Horeb, 
Ky., and his repentance has been accepted, 
but the officers of the church hay sus- 
pended him from communion until Feb. 
1, 1895. On the same day that this was 
announced Colonel Breckinridge pre- 
sented & banner to the precinct of Harper's 
Ferry in Henry.county. It had been 
offered previous to the holding of the 


Z 


tion of Lexington to the presinct which 
should giv the colonel the largest propor- 
tional vote, and Harper's Ferry gave him 
139 of its 179 votes, Most of the address 
dealt with national issues, but the first 
part ‘‘fairly bristled with. ingeniously 
contrived flings at those who had been the 
means of defeating him.” : 


Luter Corsy, the editor of the Banner 
of Light, died at the Crawford House in 
Boston on October 7th. He was born at 
Amesbury, Mass., Oct. 12, 1814, and for 
thirty-seven years had been editor of the 
Banner of Light. His funeral took place 
on October 10th from the Spiritualist 
Temple. 


Ir has just been discovered that the 
government has been the victim of a plot 
in the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
by which it has lost perhaps two hundred 
thousand stamps. The stealing has been 
going on for thirty days and it will take 
weeks to ascertain the exact amount of the 
loss, as no one can tell until they make 


‘their quarterly reports how many post- 


masters hav received short packages. 


THERE are eleven Scandinavian papers 
in Minnesota and they hay heretofore 
supported the Republican nominees, but 
this year ten of them hav bolted the nomi- 
nation of Knute Nelson for governor on 
the ground that he is merely a tool in the 
hands of the railroad corporations. They 
hay run up the names of Sidney M. Owen, 
Populist, for governor, and Adolph Bier- 
mann, Democrat, for auditor. The other 
Republican candidates are accepted. 


Tux central committee of the New York 
Democracy filled the vacancy on the state 
ticket caused by the resignation of Judge 
Gaynor with the name of Jnstice Charles 
F. Brown. The Shepard Democracy of 
Brooklyn has put a third ticket in the field, 
substituting Everett P. Wheeler for 
Senator Hill for governor and accepting 
the regular Democratic nominee for 
lieutenant-governor— Daniel E. Lockwood 
—and the regular Democratic nominee for 
judge of the Court of Appeals—Charles 


F. Brown. è 

_ In New York all the elements of opposi- 
tion to Tammany hav united on the Strong 
ticket. The latter organization has nomi- 
nated the philanthropist, Nathan Straus, 
for mayor. For Congressmen it has put 
up its own members, refusing to join with 
the other elements of the Democratic 
party, and **turning down" all the pres- 
ent Congressmen who voted for the Wilson 
bill, This will probably lead to the nomi- 
nation of other candidates by the anti- 
Tammany Democrats and the election of 
Republicans in some of the districts. 


THe first parliamentary election in’ 
Belgium under the new universal suffrage 
compulsory voting law took place last 
Sunday. All men over twenty-five years 
hav one vote; all married men and widow- 
ers who pay taxes to the amount of five 
francs hav two, while the class of highly 
educated hav three. In the last class are 
included all the priests, numbering ten 
thousand, so that the clerical party re- 
ceived thirty thousand votes from the 
priests alone, with the result that that 
party shows large gains at the exoense of 
the party called ‘‘ Liberal,” which also 
lost to the Socialists. Large numbers of 
men had to be dragged to the polls to vote: 
and many of them put the names of 
imaginary candidates on their ballots and. 
this has much delayed the counting of the. 


Spiritualist physician, formerly of Ma- 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Tur TnurH Sxzrkznz has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the «Church Property " pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Truru Seexers hav been scattered broadcast over 
the land. . 

' With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer’s work is. done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason." It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 


prominent church connections. 


primaries by the Breckinridge organiza- 


vote. 


arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered " and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do. is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv.and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immbnse 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started THE 
Truru SEEKER, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously ke 
was arigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a eopy 
ot Paine's * AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 


In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few  Freeihinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 


‘and we will make the selection of the target and 


take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
to scatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 


| of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 


with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


A journal of Freethought and Reform. 
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400 Years of Freethought. 


From Columbus to Ingersoll —--«— By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. 


Price, $5; with ‘The 


Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 
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Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Livin 
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HE I1RUIH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
- for delivery. For more than twelve months Four Hunprep YrABS or 
FarrrHoUvGHT has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


GE HALF-TONE PORTRAITS 


g and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 
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the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 


'eolleetion of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 


As for the subject matter of Four HUNDRED Years or F'BÉETHOUGHT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 


'them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 


evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With "The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.90. — 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 28 Larayerrs Praoz, New Yomx. 
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For $6.50 we will send Taz TaurH Srexer one year ($8) and S. P. 
Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of [nger- 
soll It isa radical Historie Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FnEETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can he more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are still in the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolutinn, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


kow, 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER | 5*5 FO9UEK HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 


FREE OF CHARGES. 

AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, & copy in boards of : 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated e a 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. - 
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For $5 we will send Tug Trurn Seexer one year ($8) and “Paine’s 
preat Works Complete"($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
ieture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
f his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Tuz Truru Sxrkxs one year ($3) and * The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Szexer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of-Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tuz TaurH SEEKER one year ($8) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trorn Sxxxer one year ($8) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book" in boards ($2). ; 

For $4 we will send Tus Terura Szexer one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tue Truru Senger one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 
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Single subscription, one year, - 3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in 

One subscription two years, “ t - 5.00 one remittance, e 2s oe s ç a LC 8.50 

Two new subscribers, MU a, cum. 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, - - Li - - - 10.00 
remittance, T7 . 1: 1 a e 5.00 


ter Fill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
This makes 
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Iu connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's * Age of Reason" to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good ean be done by letting 
people read Tue Truru Seeger for awhile. To this end we 


make the following offer: 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tur TRUTH 
SzrkzR for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfally urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and tc 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 
this at the rates given. 

. We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 
they will fill the blank out fora trial subscription of three months. 

Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


‘Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own free; but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new suhscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. 
^with them the advantages of the club rates. 


If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 
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One subsoripiion with four new subscribers, in ‘one remit- 
tance 

Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one - 
remittance. 


Money should de sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, drast on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drasis, oheoks, post-optce 
and ovprese money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

28 Larayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send ns the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Prince of Peace or Patron Saint of War? 

B. O. Flower, giving in the Arena a partial list 
of the armories in Massachusetts and New York, 
Bays: 

‘They, of course, do not represent all the bastiles of 
death, which speak in such an unmistakable manner of 
the real materialism of the age and the absence of soul 
kinship with the Prince of Peace.” 

That has a soft, alliterativ sound, but how much 
truth does it'express? This is called a Materialistic 
age chiefly because machinery has to a great extent 
supplanted metaphysics, and men are more and 
more inclined to make critical examination prece- 
dent to belief. The ages of war were the ages of 
unquestioning faith, and the ferocity of the wars 
which then prevailed was immeasurably greater 
than that of those which occur in these “ material- 
istic” times. Economic considerations are more 
powerfully operativ to prevent war than are all other 
influences. It is seen that war does not pay, and 
the mighty armaments that are maintained are 
maintained to prevent war rather than to provoke 
it. Every resource of diplomacy is exhausted to 
obviate a resort to arms. All governments are anx- 
ious to leave undisturbed the balance of power. 
Why? Because they fear the terrible destructiv- 
ness of the modern war. This age of “materialism” 
has armed the nations with such unprecedented an- 
nihilating forces, and it costs so much to replace 
what is consumed and destroyed, that every gov- 
ernment is compelled by monetary necessities to 
hold the dogs of war in leash as long as possible. 

This talk about the “Prince of Peace” is nause- 
ating. It is only pious spreadeagleism. If we are 
to accept the New Testament narrativ—its non- 
miraculous features only, of course—as authentic 
history, we will be as fully justified in calling the 
Nazarene the Patron Saint of Holy War as the 
Prince of Peace. The teachings imputed to him 
are contradictory and confusing. But there can be 
no doubt that when he and his immediate followers 
made belief in him and his “gospel” a virtue, and 
non-belief therein a crime against man and “ God,” 
the virus of persecution was implanted in the Chris- 
tian blood, and it has remained there to this day. 
Many of the wars that desolated the world during 
the distinctivly Christian period were caused by the 
dogma of exclusiv salvation, while all that occurred 


vastly benefit both. 
0 


in Christian lands were intensified in ferocity and 
cruelty by the influence of that dogma and its cor- 
ollaries. "Whatever Jesus may hav meant when he 
said, as reported, that he came to bring a sword, 
his followers hav ever taken him literally and ren- 
dered him the homage of imitation in this respect. 

The old spirit of Christian hatred of the “heathen” 
is by no means dead. No longer ago than last Au- 
gust the Philadelphia Zimes, referring to the Jap- 
anese-Chinese war, said that “it is of comparativly 
little consequence what these pagan nations are go- 
ing to war about. The most important thing is to 
see them fairly launched in the conflict that must 
The Bible can fight 
its own battle in Christian countries, but when it is 
confronted by the unbelief of the pagan, the sword 
and the battle-ax are the most important handmaids 
of Christian civilization.” There spoke the old 
evangelizing, crusader spirit that has made the 
Christian nations the bloodiest on earth. Mr. Flower 
is welcome to such “spiritual” or ‘soul’ kinship 
with the ‘Prince of Peace.’ ” We prefer something 
a little less inflamed with the sanguinary hue of the 
missionary. 


. The Secular Principle of Government.—II. 


The Christian Reformer quotes from our article 
of September 22d the sentences which follow: 
“The question of Sunday observance is one for 
private determination wholly, equally with that of 
baptism, partaking of the communion, respecting 
fast days, making pilgrimages to shrines, shaving 
the head, or saying grace at the table. The state 
has nothing whatever to do with any of these rites, 
ceremonies, and observances, beyond protecting all 
in the equal right to engage in or abstain there- 
from.” No attempt is made to prove that Sunday 
observance is not a religious rite, or that the other 
religious duties mentioned should not be made 
legally obligatory on dissentients, as the theocrats 
wish to make Sunday abstention from work and 
play. Instead of trying to show that they do not 
desire to violate the rights of conscience these rep- 
resentative of the church party make a fierce on- 
slaught on the principle of Secularism, without 
which, practically applied, there can be no security 
for those rights. Mattie A. Freeman’s protest 
against “Christian dominance” and “Christian 
privilege " is quoted, but we look in vain for a word 
in disclaimer of the imputed desire to dominate 
over their fellow citizens, or to be the beneficiaries 
of privilege. It is plain that they are eager to lord 
it over those who do not share their belief, and to 
get for themselvs all the special favors they can 
wheedle or frighten the servants of the people into 
giving to them. Our readers will be interested in 
examining some of the Aeformer's assertions con- 
cerning Secularism. It says: 

“It would be folly for us to attempt to prove that the 
Constitution and government sre Christian. Our oppo- 
nents cannot be dislodged from the position they hav 
taken behind the Constitution. We must candidly admit 
that the fundamental Jaw of the land is a secular instru- 
ment. It is constructed on the theory that government 
has nothing to do with God or his Jaw. But after making 
this admission we must turn our guns on the theory of 
secularism. This theory is as false as anything ever 
promulgated by the father of lies. It is false whether 
viewed from the standpoint of political science, of his- 
tory, or the Bible. The secular theory of government 
has not a single scientific truth to sustain it. No sound 
writer on politics believes it. All history is against it. 
No government could be formed on & purely secular ba- 
sis. Constitutions may be written as though this theory 
were true, but practically no such constitution can be 
put into operation without virtually amending it by add- 
ing in practice portions of the true theory. Secularism 
never presided at the birth of a single nation, nor has it 
ever rendered service in rearing, guarding, and develop- 
ing the institutions of any government, Secularism is a 


theory of anarchy and national ruin. While there is no 
thoroughly Ohristian government on earth to-day, there 
is none that is thoroughly secular. Such a monster could 
not exist. The only reason why existing governments do 
not fall to pieces is because there are in each of them 
some elements of the true theory of government by 
which they are held together. The chief thing for us to 
do is to demolish the secular theory of government, and 
reconstruet the Constitution on the Christian theory." 

It is scientifically true that the mind of man can 
believe only as it is convinced by evidence. A man 
may profess to believe, but he does not really be- 
lieve at the command of authority. This is the 
basic scientific fact that makes a state religion a 
crime against humanity. The chief function of 
such a religion is to breed hypocrits, that is, to 
promote immorality. It cannot be scientifically 
demonstrated that it is a legitimate and beneficent 
purpose of government to make men vicious and 
criminal, yet this is what it inevitably does when- 
ever it tries to contravene the immutable laws of 
nature by putting its citizens in a position where 
they are expected to believe what appears to them 
to be unreasonable, absurd, or immoral. Men must 
grow into the truth if it is ever to become theirs. 
There can be nothing more unscientific than the 
attempt to legislate it into them. It is an aggra- 
vation of the evil to try to make them believe that 
which is doubted by some of the best thinkers, and 
to punish them if they cannot believe it. 

Whether “ any sound writer on politics” believes 
in the secular theory is a matter of opinion. It is 
our opinion that no writer who does not accept it 
can be thoroughly sound, but these two antithetical 
opinions should settle the question for no man or 
woman. Each must weigh the opposing arguments 
for himself. 

All history tells us that the partnership of the 
ecclesiastic and the politician has been a robbers’ 
league, a combination for wrong, first, last, and all 
the time. Ithas made of the priest an insolent in- 
quisitor, of the official a torturing tyrant, of the 
people hypocrits, paupers, and slaves. The union 
of theology and politics has ever brought misery 
to the masses and swollen the unrighteous power 
of the few. That union has corrupted the priest 
and debased the politician. Such is the unvarying 
testimony of the ancient states, of Spain, of Portu- 
gal, of Germany, of France, of England, of Scot- 
land, of Russia, of Mexico, of the United States. 

This government was formed on a purely secular 
basis; its Constitution, as even its bitterest foes ac- 
knowledge, was written by those who had a clear 
perception of the ideas that are the roots of the 
tree of secular government. That this Constitution 
has not yet become practically operativ in all cases is 
due to the fact that we are not yet unburdened of 
the incubus of citizens who cling to theocratic 
ideals. The men who gave us the Constitution 
were exceptional men, men ahead of their age and 
of this age as well. Most of them knew what the 
union of church and state was and they were deter- 
mined that the new nation should start right. Had 
they not feared the machinations of such traitors as 
are now striving to nullify their grand work they 
would not hav taken the remarkable precautionary 
measures that they did. They knew what the 
political priest had done and they knew that he 
would do it again if he could grasp the sword of 
power. The secular principle has been vindicated by 
our experience as a nation, although, as we are well 
and sadly aware, it has been “ virtually” amended 
* by adding in practice portions of the” Christian 
theory, but that adulteration does not invalidate 
the secular principle. It merely proves that toomany 
of the people are still dominated by superstition 
and that priests yet lust for the power which time- 
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ished not for failing to worship but because they 
worked on that day? But if the law under which 
they were punished was enacted in the interest of 
the church and to discriminate against people not 
holding to the strictly orthodox faith—as it was— 
what hav you gained by taking this line of defense? 
It still remains true that the law discriminates in 
favor of certain persons and against other certain 
persons, and all because they differ in religious be- |. 
lief or concerning religion. But if we cease to re- 
gard the religious aspect of the question we are at 
once prompted to ask what equity there is in im- 
prisoning men for working on their own premises 
and confessedly without disturbing others? Will 
you say that they violated Jaw? But it is the law 
that we are attacking and that you are defending, 
and we should hardly expect the Independent to 
try to escape from the consideration of the funda- 
mental principle involved by pleading that the law 


serving politicians are only too willing to giv them. 
No evil results hav followed the secular experiment 
except in so far as the secular principle has been 
disregarded and trampled at the instance of such 
marplote as the editora of the Christian Reformer. 

Secularism has rendered a vital and inestimable 
service in developing and defending as well as 
in equipping this government with a model Consti- 
tution. It has done all for the nation that the am- 
bitious and jealous priestly caste would permit it to 
do, and to-day it is menaced by that caste with 
more formidable weapons of siege and assault than 
they hav ever before been able to bring into the. 
field. They keenly realize that they must overthrow 
the secular government soon or never. 

Secularism is a theory of liberty and justice, 
therefore of order, peace, and individual and national 
prosperity. We say “therefore” because liberty 
and justice are the fundamental conditions of social 


order, and the “Christian theory” of a state- 
supported and state-enforced religion flatly denies 


both liberty and justice. 


No, there is “no thoroughly Christian govern- 
ment on earth to-day”; if there were that nation 
would be a fearful illustration of what the whole of 
Christian Europe was in the “ midnight of civiliza- 
No, there is no government 


tion,” the Dark Ages. 
that is thoroughly secular, for there is no nation 
that is not infested with a self-seeking priesthood 
that is sure, or pretends that it is sure, that no 
people is safe which does not tax and coerce the 
heretic for the good of his soul and the aggrandize- 
ment of his persecutors. 

The reason existing governments do not fall to 
pieces is because society is & primary necessity of 
man, and the poorest government performs in a 
very bungling and costly way some few of the 
functions of an orderly society. There can be no 
doubt the most despotic governments are held 
together to a great extent by the chains of super- 
stition. But exactly in proportion as a people are 
intelligent and prosperous is a just government 
really strong, and the more intelligent a people are 
the more nearly secular their government will be. 
If the world is to continue to progress, the truth or 
falsity of religious dogmas must cease to be deter- 
mined at the polls. 


Christian Outrages in Maryland. 

“ The Signs of the Times, a Seventh Day Adventist 
paper, wants to know what we think of the fact that three 
men should now be lying in jail in the Commonwealth of 
Maryland for ‘doing bodily labor on Sunday’ in obedi- 
ence to the dictates of their own conscience and their re- 
ligious faith—one of them having been discovered plow- 
ing in his own field, a second setting out tomato plants in 
his own garden, and a third chopping wood at his own 
door. We answer that if it be true, as our contemporary 
tells us, that these were men who conscientiously ob- 
served the seventh day ns their Sabbath, and who, in 
doing this work, disturbed nobody else, and were dis- 
covered at it only by persons spying out for the purpose 
of inquisition, then it is an outrageous injustice, an 
offense against freedom of worship, and ought not to be 
allowed by the laws of a reputable state."— New York 
Independent. 

There are too many provisos in the Independent's 
answer. We now ask it to answer these questions: 
Can there be any real freedom to worship when the 
freedom to abstain from worship is denied? Is not 
the freedom to abstain from worship in effect de- 
nied when men are forbidden to do on Sunday those 
things which disturb “nobody else”? A necessary 
implication of freedom to abstain from worship is 
the liberty to do, on the day or days when others 
worship, such things as we wish to do instead of 
worshiping, subject to the same limitations that 
circumscribe our actions on the other days of the 
week and to such limitations only. If this is not 
based on equity, will you tell us why? If it was an 
“outrageous injustice” to imprison those three men 
in Maryland for working on Sunday if they had 
worshiped on Saturday, but was a just punishment 
of them if they had not worshiped on Saturday, 
what can you call laws that make such discrimination 
inevitable but laws directly designed to encourage 
and reward worship and punish non-worship ? And 
is this anything other than union of church and 
state, and does the Independent champion such 
union? Do you still say that these men were pun- 


ture or slavery right. 


crime, and therefore should not be punished. 


“an offense against freedom of worship." 


offense against the equal rights of the citizen, which 
rights include the right of freedom of worship. 

Neither is it material whether their actions were 
discovered by “persons spying out for the purpose 
of inquisition” or by the people who were casually 
passing. The churchman need not say that the 
sight of the man working in his garden “disturbs” 
him on his way to church, for it is quite possible 
that the sight of the churchman on his way to the 
chapel “ disturbs” the man at work in the garden. 
The law cannot properly take cognizance of such 
kinds of “disturbance” as this. In whatever light 
you view the persecution of the Adventists for Sun- 
day working that persecution is seen to be “an 
outrageous injustice,” “an offense against freedom 
of worship,” and it would “not be allowed by the 
laws of a reputable state.” 


Four New Books by Colonel Ingersoll. 


Colonel Ingersoll has a new lecture, which he will 
deliver this fall and winter. It is entitled “The 
Holy Bible," and is now ready in pamphlet form. 
A million copies should be sold, and we are ready 
to dispose of our share of them at the regular and 
low price of twenty-five cents each. It will make a 
superb missionary document. 

His lectures on Shakspere and Lincoln are also 
in press, and will be readysoon. The price of each 
will be twenty-five cents. They will be printed in 
handsome shape, in paper covers. Every one 
will want copies of these splendid addresses, ard 
orders may be sent to us at once, and will be filled 
as soon as we get the books from the publisher. 

Another pamphlet which everybody will want is 
this: “Is Suicide a Sin?” The work contains Col- 
onel Ingersoll’s two letters to the New York World, 
together with the replies of famous clergymen and 
others, a verdict from a jury of eminent men of 
New York, curious facts about suicides, celebrated 
essays and opinions of noted men, and an original 
chapter on the “Great Suicides of History.” Price, 
in heavy paper, with late portrait of Robert G. Inger- 
soll, twenty-five cents. 


The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will this 
week try to convince George Martin, editor of the 
Gazette, of Kansas City, Kansas, that he does not 
understand what Freethought is. In that paper of 
October 15th we are informed that Freethinkers 
compose **a bigoted, intolerant sect,” whose objects 
are to abolish the church and the state and to 
abuse people who do not think as they do. 
Show him that we seek'to educate Christians out 
of Christianity, not to abolish the church by law; 


that we wish to make the state absolutely secular in 


punishes people for acting in a way that is perfectly 
innocent in itself. Christian martyrs were tortured 
in accordance with law, and slavery had the sanc- 
tion of law, but that fact did not make either tor- 
Those Adventists wronged 
no one, and as the essence of all crime is the wrong- 
ing of others, it follows that they committed no 


The Zndependent declares that if the three Ad- 
ventists had kept Saturday their imprisonment was 
Whether 
they had or had not kept Saturday their imprison- 
ment was an offense against freedom of worship, 
and, still more broadly and inclusivly, it was an 


order that the equal rights of all may be secure, 
and that we discourage abuse, vituperation, and 
defamation. Send him the Demands of Liberalism 
and point out the encroachments of the church that 
render the Demands necessary. Let your letters, 
as always, be clear, courteous, and accurately writ- 


ten. 
_— OO M 


** he incarnation brought righteousness ouf of the 
region of cold abstractions, clothed it in flesh and blood, 
opened for it the shortest and broadest way to all our 
sympathies, gave it the firmest command over the springs 
of human action by incorporating it in a person, and 
making it, as has been beautifully said, liable to loye,”— 
Hon. Wm. E. Gladstone. —— 

This is very well, written, but it does not mean 
anything. Mr. Gladstone is an adept in that kind 
of composition when he attempts to elucidate theo- 


logical problems. 


c M EC 

Under the head of “ Critical Notes " the Sunday 
School Times tells us that “the letters of the Greek. 
word ‘Ichthus’ (fish) are the initials of the phrase, 
‘Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior." The story 
has certainly a fishy flavor, but we imagin that a 
really “critical” examination of the early history of 
Christianity would discover—yes, has discovered— 
many more mythological elements than the one in- 
dicated by the Times. 


In England an attempt was made to revive a 
statute of George III. which made it an offense to 
lecture on Sunday if an admission fee was charged. 
The case was dismissed, Judge Mathews substan- 
tially deciding that the law is out of date. So one. 
by one the old cob houses of superstition and privi- 
lege get rudely shaken. But disregard of bad laws 
is not repeal of them, and a foolish or bigoted judge 
and jury may put life into them at anytime. They 
are harmless-only after they are wiped off the statute 
books. 


At the Christian Evidence meetings in Hyde 
Park, London, a letter, full of belief in the religion 
of the Christian, was read and then the audience 
was asked, * Do you know who wrote that ?!—Abra- 
ham Lincoln.” The extract was from a letter writ- - 
ten by Lincoln to his mother when he was nine 
years old! It thus appears that the same persons 
who reject the Freethinking ideas of Dincoln’s 
manhood, on the plea that such notions were 
formed during the “ veal” period, hav no hesitancy 
in accepting his judgment as a kid. The London 
Freethinker exposes this characteristic Christian 
* evidence.” 


The World thinks that it is nonsense to talk of 
having compulsory voting—*If good men and 
good citizens can be manufactured in that way, why 
not hav compulsory church attendance?" Well, 
that is what they did hav in the old Puritan days 
in New England, and it is what we shall hav again 
if the theocratic, Sabbatarian party is permitted to 
hav its way. Cannot the World see that there is 
but one step and that a short one from our present 
laws forbiding work and recreation on Sunday, 
which is done for the purpose of increasing church 
attendance, to laws directly compelling people to 
attend religious services? And more than this— 
the World should know that at least nine-tenths of 
our municipal corruption is due to the fact that we 
hav permitted the old Puritan spirit to dictate leg- 
islation. This is an age in which the people cir- 
cumvent the attempts to make them moral and 
religious by law, and the way they do it is ay brib- 


ing the officials. 
ee et 8 R 


One day last summer the Australian bushmen of 
Barnum & Bailey’s circus wandered into a vacant 
lot at Bridgeport, Conn., and began throwing 
boomerangs in their marvelous way. It was Sun- 
day, and thousands of people were on their way to 
church ; they were attracted by the unusual dis- 
play and stopped to look on, apparently temporarily 
forgetting all about their souls’ necessities. But 
the police were not so absent-minded, for they 
stopped the playing and drove the crowds toward 
the churches. So the people went along meekly 
and listened once more to “the old, old story,” 
although it is very probable that most of them 
would hav preferred to hav the show go right 
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ahead. | Each no doubt felt that he was able to take 
care of himself without the assistance or prompting 
of the police, but he doubted his neighbor's ability 
to attend to his own affairs, and so he was willing 
to let the Sunday law stand and see the ministers’ 
rivals driven away. But when the police judge be- 
gins to fine him when he fails to go to church reg- 
ularly he may conclude to wake up and assert his 
rights as against all the priests in Connecticut. 


PES eee 

In the paper of this city formerly known as the 
Christian Union, but now called the Outlook, there 
recently appeared this advertisment: 

‘“WANTED—A minister for a progressiv country 
parish. Must be young and married, a Republican, and 
interested in social and club work. Salary $1,200 and 
parsonage. An overgraduate preferred. Address Supply. 
Committee, Hartford, Vermont.” 

Not a word about his religious belief! His poli- 
tics and his social qualifications alone seem to be 
of any interest to those Vermont Christians. 
Verily latter-day Christianity is of the world 
worldly. This advertisment seems to hav shocked 
the Christian Advocate and amused the Christian 
Register. The first mentioned paper says: 

** Nothing is said about his success in saving souls, but 
he must vote the Republican ticket, and stand by that 
party even if it stands by the devil; and he must be in- 
terested in club work! How many churches are there 
that are advertising for the same sort of a minister now- 
adays, though a little less openly?” 

The Christian Register thinks that the responses 
in that church should be altered to read: * God be 
merciful to me a Republican and a sinner!” 


Katie Kehm Smith’s report of the proceedings of 
the late Convention of the Oregon State Secular 
Union should be read by all Freethinkers. Our 
friends out there on the Pacific are taking hold of 
the work in a very practical way. They seem dis- 
posed to act as well as talk and, what is still more 
to the point, most of their talking is descriptiv of 
what they hav done. They hav been crippled by 
the lack of money, but they hav not allowed this 
to paralyze their activities, and hav accomplished 
more with a few dollars than many of us would hav 
thought could be done with hundreds. While self- 
helpfulness is nearly everything in the battle of life, 
it might be well to remember that many of the 
Oregon Liberals are pioneers in that country, and 
that they are trying to make homes for themselvs 
and their children, and so cannot do as much for 
Secular education as can those who hav weathered 
some of the storms that still beat about the heads 
of those heroic workers. In view of these facts it 
would not be amiss for well-to-do Freethinkers out- 
side the state to lend them a helping hand in their 
most praiseworthy and necessary labors. 


* Four Hundred Years of Freethought” is win- 
ning golden encomiums from its readers. Among 
those who hav recently placed their opinions on 
record is our artist, Watson Heston, who writes us 
as follows: 

“< Four Hundred Years’ is a fine work and I am much 
pleased with it. Mr. Putnam deserves great praise for 
such an eloquent and graphic description of the progress 
of Freethought. The portraits and biographical sketches 
of so many leading Liberals is a pleasant feature of the 
work which all will appreciate. George E. Macdonald’s 
poem on page 40 isa gem. May the muses never jilt him 
nor his Pegasus ‘ buck ' with him. Yours as ever, 

** Watson Huston.” 

Here is another subscriber who gets to thinking 
of the millennium of Freethought when he reads Mr. 
Putnam’s book: 

‘ SHATTER, WASH., Oct. 17, 1894. 

“Mr. Epitor: Received ‘Four Hundred of Free- 
thought’ and am just tickled to death with it, 

: ** Yours for a millennium of Freethought, 
“Jonn Gronow.” 

We are still receiving orders for * Four Hundred 
Years" and sending them out promptly, as all 
the old orders were attended to some days ago. 
As the reading season draws nearer the demands 
for the book will increase and we may not be quite 
so prompt. But do not let this possible contin- 
gency alarm you—the book will be on its way in a 
few hours after your money reaches us. The club 
offer is still good—“ Four Hundred Years” and 
Tur Tzurn SEEKER one year for $6.50, or the book 
alone for $5. : 


ions of believers. 


Freethought Federation of America. 


News and Notes. 


Ingersoll’s lecture on “The Bible” was a great 
event in Chicago. Five thousand people were pres- 
ent, and applauded the most radical utterances of 
the supreme orator. They paid the closest atten- 
tion to this masterly handling of a great theme— 
great because the Bible is the idol of so many mill- 
If we say that anything of In- 
gersoll’s is the best, where all is so entirely good, 
we might say that is the best lecture that Ingersoll 
has ever delivered; best in many respects; best in 
the matter contained, in its learning and literary 
merit; in its sublime eloquence; in its burning hu- 
manity and magnificent courage. It was a brave 
and splendid effort every way. It is unanswerable. 
It is crowded with facts; has a wealth of wit and 
pathos, and in the compass of its thought over- 
arches eighteen centuries of human history. I be- 
lieve Ingersoll touched every emotion in the unfold- 
ing of his vast and varied theme. His voice was 
clear and distinct, and reached and thrilled every 
heart with its dramatic intensity and changeful 
melody. His wonderful facility of holding the 
continuous attention of an immense audience was 
never more brilliantly displayed. For two hours 
and a half there was no faltering in the flow of 
speech or the rapt interest of the thousands of lis- 
teners. There seemed to be perfect harmony be- 
tween the orator and that great mass of heart and 
brain before him which swayed to his living power. 
The glory of Freethought was never more fully ex- 
pressed; and never has reason won a more noble 
triumph over ignorance and superstition. The 
lecture itself should be read by every Freethinker. 
It is an armory for future battles. It is compact. 
Every word counts. It is logic and history. It is 
& marvelous massing of evidence. It settles the 
question as to the authority of the Bible. It places 
it where it belongs. It is to Paine’s *Age of Rea- 
son” what the shining dome is to the great temple. 
It completes the work. It givs, Paine his noblest 
luster in that it adds to his labors the most search- 
ing scholarship of modern times, and an eloquence 
rivaled only by Shakspere himself. The poetic fire 
burns in every sentence—and yet the argument is 
as clear and strong asa legal document. I hope 
that this lecture, which cannot be equaled by any 
living writer, will hav a million readers. It should 
be distributed as widely as the Bible itself, and 
some day it will be the requiem of the Bible and 
the interpreter of its real worth to humanity. 

I gave my lecture (“ Spiritualism, Theosophy, and 
Freethought”) Sunday evening, October 13th, to a 
full house. There was a warm discussion after it, 
but the main points of the lecture were apparently 
acceptable to most of those present. In the world 
of universal ideas there is a harmony which is not 
discovered when we take a superficial view of these 
great movements. There are many differences as 
to phenomena and special doctrins ; but unity exists 
in those things which attract and influence all in- 
telligent and free minds. f 

I realize a growing interest in the coming Con- 
gress. The daily papers are taking interest in our 
work. We are making an impression which has not 
been felt before. Some are already on the ground 
from a distance, and we receive letters daily from 
those who promis to be present. When most of 
the readers of Tue Trurn Szrzkza peruse these 
notes, the Congress will hav opened. 

I am glad to see my book—“Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” I hav waited as patiently 
as the rest for its appearance from the unknown 
recesses of the publishing department, and as it 


comes forth so beautifully arrayed I feel almost as 


if I were looking upon a new acquaintance. I hope 
my subscribers will like it, and feel, at any rate, 
they hav got their money’s worth. If they find any 
failings in the book, they must remember that one 
man cannot do it all; and that one volume cannot 
contain all there is in the universe of Freethought. 
I hav tried to do my level best—writing more like 
a soldier in the field than a philosopher in his 
closet. I hav had to do most of my labors while 
on the march, but I believe, so far as the facts are 
concerned, I hav got them down in the right order, 
and given them their true meaning; and I can let 
this child of my brain go forth with a clear con- 
science. i SawvzL P. PurwaM. 


Freethought. Federation—Treasurer’s Report. 


We are still receiving contributions toward the 
expenses of the Congress. What is left over will 
be used to oppose the church in its endeavor to en- 
force the puritan Sunday law. It (the church) is 
making great efforts in this city. Please ask your 
Liberal friends to join tbe Federation, It costs 


nothing to become a member, and we want to in- 
crease the membership toa high figure in order 
that we may do more effectiv work. 


Andrew Millard.......$ 1 00 Alex. Risk................ 1 00 
B. Thorpe. ............... 100 M. A. Hewitt............ 5 00 
Louis Levine............ 5 00 L. T. Jordahangen... 50 
B. L. Taylor............ 100 W. McDonnell.......... 1 00 
B. A. Curtice............ 100 Ernst Platz............... 1 00 
John Leiteh............. 200 J. E. Flanegan......... 50 
James Thompson...... 50 Robt. Moulton......... 50 
Amos Thompson. ...... 50 L. T. Berdahl......... ; 50 
Willis Thompson...... 50 Wm. A. Griswold...... 1 00 
I. J. Wilkie............. . 100 Mrs.A. Maisenbacher 1 00 
C. T. Hayden. .......... 200 H. Celler................. 1 00 
Mrs. A. Martin......... 100 T. Kolbe.................. 50 


E. C. Rziogwarp, Secretary and Treasurer, 
234 South Water st., Chicago. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary meets at 2:80 and 7:80, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s all, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tux Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 82 Monroe avenue. : 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for October, 1894: 


October 28th—Mr. Henry Nichols, subject: ‘‘ American 
Socialism.” 


Tum Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'elock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free All welcome. Program for October: 


Oct. 30th.—‘* The Kindergarten in Relation to Labor. 
Miss Constance MacKenzie. 


Radical Library open 7.80 to 10 p.m. Dues 15 cents 
per month. ` 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Knabe Hall, 26 W. Fourth st., Cincinnati. r. John 
R. Charlesworth will lecture during October upon the 
following subjects: 


October 28th—'* What the Bible has done for Woman.” 

Lectures commence at 7:45 ».w., sharp. All lectures 
are followed by free criticism and discussion. All are 
invited to attend. 


Tun Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and haa Everybody invited. Secretary, William 

atkins. 


C. Sapaxiont HARTMANN was the lecturer at the Man- 
hattan Liberal Club on Friday evening, October 19th. 
The father of Mr. Hartmann was German and his mother 
Japanese and as a consequence he does not always attain 
to a complete mastery of our somewhat peculiar language, 
but he is an intelligent gentleman and a most eloquent 
and instruetiv speaker. He had the close attention of 
his audience and received frequent, hearty, and enthusi- 
astic applause. Both sides of the question of the nude in 
art were impartially presented, the first halfof his lecture 
being a clear statement of the objections to the artistic 
representation of the unclothed human figure. Mr. 
Hartmann givs evidence of a very wide and full study 
of the artistic, literary, and musical history of the race. 
The space at our command for this purpose is not suffi- 
cient for a satisfactory synopsis of the lecture, and a brief 
paragraph or two would only travesty it. We shall 
reproduce here only a very few of his apt and striking 
sentences. In ‘‘this silent, severe country life” of New 
England ** was born the enmity to the nude in art.” ‘‘ We 
cannot dispose of the Puritanic spirit by sneers at their 
narrowness and ignorance. Those pioneers fought 
against red Indians, wild beasts, and a still more tyranni- 
cal church.” They were the product of their environ- 
ment, in which art, as art, could hav no place. ‘‘ That 
type of frugal life is a thing of the past." ‘‘Man must 
first be satisfied with himself before he can be satisfied 
with anything else.” The Greeks could worship the nude 
—their climate permitted it—but here the necessity of 
clothing and Christian conditions are in the way. alt 
Whitman was an exception; he had enough of the Greek 
spirit to appreciate the religious and artistic idea of 
nudity. ''In the golden age of painting they used the 
golden tints, and they were made radiant by their en- 
vironment. But now we hav gray. and gray means im- 
potent. Violet is frozen blood—the blood of old men. 
Tt is the favorit cqlor of the Chinese.” ‘‘ Modern paint- 
ing endeavors to represent the multiform phases of mod- 
ern life, and it represents intelligence, but the old inward 
harmony is lost.” ‘‘ Artis impossible without the nude.” 
“The spirit of the nude always remains supreme in art." 
«Except at the seashore we never see the female human 
figure in natural movement and pose.” ‘‘Art is no 
flirtation.” Music may be erotic, ‘‘The drama should 
soothe and rest, not exhaust.” ‘‘The Japanese hav no 
conception of the nude."  Rabelais's philosophy was 
healthful.  '*He presented human life without blue pen- 
cil marks.” ‘‘The best the world has it owes to the 
spirit of the nude.” '*Why do women Paint such trifling 
things? The woman who can paint men as we hav 
painted women and paint women as we hav painted men ' 
will winimmortality.” Tothe Puritans: ‘You did notknow 
that nature is art, religion is art. You renounced art 
and were therefore old when you were children." But we 
mustforbear. T. B.Wakeman, Wilson McDonald, Cynthia 
Leonard, and Mr. Wilson spoke to the question with ac- 
ceptance to the audience. Mrs. Leonard said that relig- 
ious bigotry was the greatest obstacle to the nude in art, 
and she justly scored Parkhurst and his congeners. She 
said that they hav eyes that can never go beyond the im- 
moral. On that alone their minds dwell. If God created 
man in his image, and if the nude is obscene, then we hav 
an obscene God. She spoke of the devils who interfere 
with all art in this city, and told of the censorsbip of the 
art.schools, 


* 
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The Oregon Convention. 


In point of numbers, enthusiasm, and work ac- 
complished, the Sixth Annual Convention of the 
Oregon State Secular Union was a success. 

The Convention was composed of eighty-six mem- 
bers, besides those from Forest Grove and vicinity. 
Rosburg, Wash., was represented by H. P. An- 
dresen and daughter, Miss Lena, and Mr. and Mrs. 
O. C. Lee; Tillamook, Mr.and Mrs. C. E. Reynolds; 
Seappoose, John Price, Virgil S. Smith; Clatskanie, 
G. R. Higgins; Oregon City, Nettie A. Olds, D. W. 
Smith, Katie Kehm Smith; Corvallis, B. F. Hyland ; 
Woodburn, R. H. Scott, Mrs. Ann Scott; McMinn- 
ville, Dr. A. K. and Mrs. M. J. Olde, E N. Ford, 
and W. T. Booth; Portland, W. W. Jesse, Chas. 
Hagner, H. E. Girard. Mrs. May Hagner, Gustav 
Hicketbeir; North Yamhill, Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Laughlin, Mrs. Stewart; Dilly, D. M. Dunbar, Mr. 
and Mrs. T. A. Dilly; Greenville Asa Williams; 
Montavilla, Earnest Wright; Glencoe, Jacob Feuer- 
stein; Buxton, Geo. L. Finch ; Manning, L. F. Car- 
stens. 

The Convention was opened by President W. W. 
Jesse, with a brief address, reviewing the past work 
of the Union and its future plans. One of the 
most interesting features of this Convention was 
the music, both instrumental and vocal, furnished 
under the leadership of Miss Olds and Mrs. Barker, 
assisted by Professor Green, Mr. and Mrs. Wirtz, 
and the choirs of the Forest Grove and Portland 
circuits. Mrs. Barker’s Juvenile Choir was a sur- 
prise to every one. It consists of nine of the 
brightest boys and girls, and their sweet young 
voices had been well trained; but perhaps the 
most important feature of the entire Convention 
was the practical illustration of conducting the 
Secular Sunday-school under the system inaugu- 
rated by the Oregon Secular Sunday-school Union, 
Mrs. Barker's Sunday-school being convened for 
this purpose. The visiting members were most en- 
thusiastie in their praise of the Secular Sunday- 
school work as they saw it illustrated, feeling that 


, at last there was some hope that Secularists in 


Oregon are working in the right direction. The 
exhibition of the Secular Sunday-school work was 
preceded by an able lecture by Miss Olds on “The 
Importance of the Secular Sunday school.” The 
address was replete with splendid thoughts, and 
received much applause. 

Another important address was that of Annie E. 
Barker on “Our Work and Our Workers,” de- 
livered Friday evening to a crowded house. In 
this address Mrs. Barker outlined the work of past 
conventions, showing how little was accomplished 
compared to work accomplished now under the 
present system of propagating Secularism. Her 
address also dealt extensivly with the history of the 
progress of religious thought from earliest times, 
and she was most warmly complimented. This ad- 
dress did much to awaken the members to the 
necessity of standing firmly on the lines of con- 
structiv work inaugurated by the Oregon State. 
Secular Union. Other addresses were: *«Re- 
ligion in South America,” by Virgil S. Smith, 
who, having spent most of his life in that country, 
gave a most interesting account of the evil effects 
of both Catholicism and Protestantism; and the 
closing address by myself on “The Persistency of 
Fanaticism.” Brief addresses were also made by 
B. F. Hyland, C. E. Reynolds, Mrs. Barker, Judge 
Smith, and others. : 

Interesting letters were received and read as fol- 
lows: From S. P. Putnam, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. B. Reynolds, and S. C. Adams, of Sa- 
lem. Saturday evening was devoted to a musical 
and literary entertainment followed by a dance. _ 

An amendment to the by-laws was proposed by 
which membership fees and dues were to be charged, 
but after discussion it was the unanimous sentiment 
of the Convention that a free membership, as at 
present, would be more conduciv to the success of 
the Union; that what the Union needed was num- 
bers; that if it had numbers it could more safely 
rely upon voluntary contributions from many than 
upon dues from a few, and the proposition to amend 
the by-laws was abandoned. 

The secretary's report of work done during the 
year was read and adopted, and is, in substance, as 
follows: 

To the. members of the Oregon State. Secular Union 
in Convention assembled: It is exceedingly gratifying 
to note the progress made by the Oregon State 
Secular Union since the last convention a year ago. 
At that convention was adopted, in part, the plans which, 
up to date, hav proven so successful and awakened 
new hope in hundreds of Secularists who had become 
discouraged, as they saw so little permanent work result- 
ing from the large amount of money they had been con- 
tributing. The organization during the past year has 
been chiefly supported by those who understand the work 


as it is now being carried on. Scores of letters hav been 
received from stanch Secularists who, on account of the 


‘hard times, could not contribute money, but who are in. 


terested in the work and will contribute when they are 
able. 

At the last convention the Oregon State Secular 
Union numbered thirty-one members. To-day it num- 
bers four hundred and fifty-seven. Last year but one 
Secular Sunday-school had been organized—at Portland 
—and it had no regular lessons, nor. did it hav a 
system as the Oregon State Secular Union has now 
formulated for the Secular Sunday-school. Since last 
convention circuits, or Sunday-schools, hav been organ- 
ized in the following places: Portland, by Katie Kehm 
Smith; Forest Grove, by Annie E. Barker; Ranier, by 
Henry Addis; Shelton, Wash., by Mrs H. E. Shelton- 
Oyphert; Rosburg, Wash., Mr. and Mrs. O. O. Lee. 
These Secular Sunday-schools are supplied with constitu- 
tion and by-laws, printed instructions for conducting the 
schools, lessons, opening and closing song, and Sunday- 
school poém by the state organization. _ ! 

Many applications hav been received asking the 
Oregon State Secular Union to establish Secular 
churches and Sunday-schools, but remembering the fate 
of former Secular unions that hav been organized, and 
not put in ebarge of a leader or lecturer, the executiv 
committee decided that no charter should be granted un- 
less a lecturer could be placed in charge whose business 
itshould be to make his or her circuit flourish, these 
lecturers to be duly licensed by the Oregon State 
Secular Union. During the year the following per- 
sons hav been granted licenses to lecture under the 
auspices of the Oregon State Secular Union: Katie 
Kehm Smith, Henry Addis, Annie E. Barker, Virgil 
S. Smith. and Nettie A. Olds. 

Since Feb. 18, 1894, Mrs. Barker has had charge of the 
Forest Grove circuit. For quarter ending April 2d, she 
reports six lectures at Forest Grove. For quarter ending 
July ist. her report is as follows: Lectures at Forest 
Grove, 18; North Yamhill, 2; Dilly, 1; near Cornelius, 2; 
funeral addresses, 1. During this quarter she also or- 
ganized the Forest Grove Secular Sunday-school, with 
an average attendance of about seventy members, and 
also the Ethical Society, auxiliary to the Secular Sunday- 
school. 

Henry Addis reports that in February, 1894, he organ- 
ized the Ranier circuit, with about forty members, and 
lectured twice a month for the society until June 3d, 
when he surrendered his commission as lecturer by rea- 
son of leaving the state. i 

Nettie A. Olds reports having lectured seven times as 
follows: At Portland, Forest Grove, Ranier, Rosburg, 
Astoria, Tillamook, and McMinnville. She has been 
superintendent of the Portland Secular Sunday-school 
since its re-organization last November, and leader of 
the choir of the First Secular church of Portland. 

Since last convention I hav lectured as follows: For the 
First Secular church of Portland, 34 times; Forest Grove, 
1; McMinnville, 4; Scappoose, 2; St. Helens, 1; Ranier, 
1; Mayger, 1; Gray’s River and Rosburg, Wash., 5; 
Astoria, 4; Tillamook, 3; Fairview, 1; Bay City, 2; Ne- 
halem 1; Amity, 1; Sheridan, 1; Whiteson, 1; Dayton, 1; 
Total, 64, and funeral addresses, 2. 

Since there are no Secular Sunday-school books or 
lessons printed, the lesrons furnished the schools hav 
been composed by Mr. Smith and myself. I append to 
this report copies of twenty-eight Jessons prepared for 
groups from nine to fifteen years old, also sample ques- 
tions for group from fifteen to twenty-one years. With 
Miss Olds’s assistance in the type-writing and cyclostvle 
work there hav been sent out from the secretary’s office 
to Sunday-schools, and otherwise distributed, over 4,000 
of these lessons; about 1,000 copies each of opening and 
closing song, and the Secular Sunday-school poem; 500 
copies of Circular No. 1; 28 copies of Circular No. 2; 
800 copies of Circular No. 3; 325 copies of No. 4; and 380 
copies of No. 5, copies of which are hereto appended. 
I hav written and mailed since last convention. exclusiv 
of circulars and postal-cards, 474 letters, as shown by 
“ Letter Memorandum ” which I herewith submit. 

Through the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Brettel, the 
Ironclad Age, D. O. Hateh, and other friends, we hav 
been able to send out a large number of reform papers 
and pamphlets. The Oregon State Secular Union 
has received asa gift from David and Caroline Witten- 
burg, of New Era, Or., ten acres of land at that place 
for a Secular park. 

September 10th Miss Olds, Mr. Smith, and myself fin- 
ished 2 seven-week's tour of a portion of the state, the 
purpose of which was to explain the objects of the Union 
and its method of forming circuits and establishing Sun- 
day-schools. 
of people, the larger portion of whom never heard of the 
Orezon State Secular Union and its work. 

The work is in a most prosperous condition, but to ac- 
complish greater results we must hav more money. 
There has been no time during the year that the Union 
hasnot been indebted to Mr. Smith and myself for money 
advanced to pay necessary expenses. 

Besides this, Mr. Smith, Miss Olds, and myself hav 
devoted substantially all of our time to the work, and I 
hope that every Secularist present will closely examin 
the details of the work. 

Respectfully submitted, Katre Kexm SMITH, 
Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 


The executiv committee reported the financial 
condition of the Union the past year as follows: 


Total receipts, $66.15. Total expenditures, $85.85. 
Sources of receipts, W. H., J. H., and Emily Schroeder, 
$5; R. H. and Ann Scott, $10; Wm. Barlow, $1; Thob. 
Bellingher, $2; W. E. Jones. $1; First Secular Church, 
$6.90; B. Huston, $2; M. Manning, $1; M. Bisbee, $2; 
Mrs. A. DePeatt, $1; F. J. Beaty, $1; B. F. Hyland, $1; 
Levi O'Ren. $1; John Price, $5; Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Beattv, $1; Dr. A. K. and Mrs. Olds, $7; W. T. Booth, 
$1; Mr. and Mrs. H., and Mrs. Maria West, $5; M, 
Spahn, 25 cents; D. O. and E. Hatch, 50 cents; B. M. 
and M. A. Booth, $1; I. C. Robison. $2.50; Lily Wink, 
$1; W. C. Carlton, $3; J. Bucher, 25 cents; A. E. Bar- 
ker. 50 cents; Wm. Thompson, $1; M. Miller, $1; H. P. 
Andresen, $1; H. P. Ahlberg, 25 cents. Expenditures: 
Oyclostyle and typewriter supplies, $14.05; postage, 
$19.45; printing and stationery, $25.85; debta of last 
convention, $24; P. O. box rent and acknowledgment of 
deed, $2.50. 


The executiv committee also submitted estimate 


During this time we lectured to thousands | 
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Postage, $25; printed supplies, $16; cyclostyle and 
typewriter supplies, $15 40; engraving seal, $5; 
P. O. Box rent, $2; Sunday-school supplies, $12 80 ; 
miscellaneous, $10; total, $86.20, which was al- 
lowed by the Convention and the secretary author- 
ized to purchase the supplies. The executiv commit- 
tee also submitted estimate for inclosing pavilion on 
park ground, $50; for sign on same, $10; for walk 
approach from river and railroad, $75, which was 
allowed by the C:nvention, or so much thereof as 
necessary, and referred to executiv committee to 
hav the work done, , 
Fifty dollars was voted the secretary for work of 
the past year. The bill of Wheeler & Sager, for 
balance due on lumber used for -park pavilion, 
$68.46, was allowed and ordered paid. For this 
purpose $40.50 was contributed at once, as follows : 
Dr. and Mrs. Olds, $5; E. N. For ', $5; Lee Laugh- 
lin, $10; Thos. Todd, $5; CO. E. Reynolds, $5: 


"Thos. Bellingher, $2; W.. T. Booth, $1.50; Mrs. 


Lee Laughlin, $1; cash, $1; collection, $5. Be- 
sides, there was subscribed by R. H. Scott, $5; 
Chas. Hagner, $5. Secretary’s bill for $19 70 for 
money expended over and above receipts as above, 
was allowed and ordered paid. The Convention 
assumed the indebtedness incurred by Charles 
Hagner and others, for improvements made upon 
the Oregon Secular Park, àmounting, per bill ren- 
dered, to $72.60. The executiv committee also 
recommended an appropriation to supply the sec- 
retary’s office with Taz Truru Szzxur, Znvestigator, 
Ironclad Age, and Freethinkers’ Magazine, for the 
ensuing the year, which on suggestion of D. M. 
Dunbar, of Dilly, was disposed of in the Convention 
by cash subscriptions, as follows: D. M. Dunbar, 
$1; Reynolds, $1; Hyland, 1; Scott, $1; Price, 50 
cents; Cheney, $1; Hagner, 50 cents; Bisbee, $1; 
Andresen, 50 cents; Freeman, 75 cents; Wilkes, 25 
cents. 

Receipts before and during Convention not other- 
wise accounted for: John Price, $5. Mrs. Maria 
West, $5; Mrs. H. West, $1; Levi O'Ren, R. S. 
Harrington, B. F. Hyland, Mayme J. Abbott, E. N. 
Ford, Mrs. Susie Ford, each, $1; I. C. Robison, 
$2; Mrs. Susie Comer, 50 cents; collections during 
Convention, $20.03. 

The secretary, pursuant to instructions of the 
fifth annual convention to prepare lessons for the 
use of the Secular Sunday-school, submitted her re- 
port, accompanied by a series of twenty-eight les- 
lons, for group from nine to fifteen years of age, 
and a series of other lessons for group from fifteen 
to twenty-one years, which, on motion, was referred 
to a special committee consisting of Nettie A. Olds, 
Annie E. Barker, Emma Lee, Lee Laughlin, and 
Chas. Hagner, to examin and report on the same. 
The committee reported as follows: * We recom- 
mend the adoption of forms as now used in the Sec- 
ular Sunday-school and further recommend that 
after necessary revision they be embodied in quar- 
terlies for use in the Secular Sunday-school.” Re- 
port adopted. . i 

Resolution of. condolence dopted : 

Wuerzas: Since our last convention death has entered 
the home of one of our estemed members, Robert Rankin 
Laughlin, of North Yamhill, an upright and honorable 
citizen, an intellectual and brave champion of the Secu- 
lar cause, and by claiming him, as it eventually must 
each one of us in accordance with nature’s undeviating 
laws, has deprived this Union and his highly respected 
and grief-stricken family of his cherished companionship, 
protection, and love; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Convention tender to the rel- 
ativs and friends of said member deceased, this token of 
its esteem and sympathy for thom, and expression of 
our Union’s inestimable loss, 

Resolution of thanks adopted : 


Resolved, By the members of the Oregon State Secular 
Union in Convention assembled, that the thanks of this 
Convention are due, and are hereby extended, to the citi- 
zens of Forest Grove and vicinity, and the members of the 
Forest Grove auxiliary to the Oregon State Secular 
Union, for their generous hospitality, and warm welcom- 
ing courtesies extended to the members. of this Con- 
vention in so many ways; and particularly to those 
ladies who hav so faithfully and untiringly devoted 
their personal service, gratis, in preparing and serving 
excellent meals at their hall; and to all others who hav 
contributed to make our visit to Forest Grove so very 
pleasant. 


The question of establishing a Secular College 
was discussed at length, and deep interest mani- 
fested, but it was thought that the condition of the 
Union at the present time would not justify taking 
immediate steps to found such a college. 

The following officers were elected for the ensu- 
ing year: President, W. W. Jesse, Portland; 1st 
vice-president, Lee Laughlin, North Yamhill; 2d 
vice-president, B. F. Hyland, Corvallis; 3d vice- 
president, R. H. Scott, Woodburn; 4th vice-presi- 
dent, Nettie A. Olds, New Era; secretary, Katie 
Kehm Smith, Oregon City; treasurer, C. E. Rey- 
nolds, Tillamook. A special circular was author- 
ized sent out by the secretary, soliciting funds to 


for carrying on work of ensuing year, as follows: defray the expenses of representativs of the Oregon 
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State Secular Union to be appointed by the execu- 
tiv committee to attend the legislature at its next 
session to procure legislation for the taxation of 
church property, ete. 

. NOTES. 

. President Jesse obtained from the Southern 
Pacific Railroad, on all its lines, reduced passenger 
rates, which was a great saving to many members 
attending the Convention. 

The oldest Secularist in the state is Dr. A. K. 
Olds, who, though 85 years old, took part in a quad- 
rille, giving an interesting exhibition of how people 
danced to time in his youth. The presence of Dr. 
and Mrs. Olds was in itself a great help to the Con- 
vention. 

The funny man was C. E. Reynolds, coroner of 

. Tillamook county, and present treasurer of the 
Union. His forte is singing comic songs. He isa 
splendid worker, too, .and.will make an efficient 
officer. : 

This report is already long, which forbids full 
mention of the labors of all who contributed to 
make the Convention a success, but I cannot con- 
clude without giving special mention to the work of 
Annie E. Barker, through whose untiring labors, 
the Forest Grove auxiliary has been organized. 

: It is well to rembember the Hypatias of the past 
but I believe it is better to help the Hypatias of the 
present. Besides her splendid address, Mrs. Bar- 
ker arranged nearly all the details of the Conven- 
tion; trained her juvenil choir; took part in nearly 
all the songs,and devoted her time and strength to 
making others comfortable and happy. Her gen- 
tleness, her strength of character, her good judg- 
ment and her interest in others, won for her the ad- 
miration of every member of the Convention. 

Karı Kram Sutra, 
Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 


Professor and Pupil. 


If Professor Peck will giv me his attention for a 
few moments I will recite my lesson, beginning 
with the axioms: 

1. It is far better to think without talking than 
to talk without thinking. 

2. A man who cannot reason cannot be convinced 

. by reason. ; 

3. A man who can talk without advancing an 
argument is incapable of appreciating an argument. 

4. A man who studies but one side of a question 
is the most positiv man in the world. 

Should any error be found in the foregoing I 
call for correction, desiring that all be perfect for 
‘the purpose of reference. 

«Tt is a claimed that a [protectiv] tariff enriches 
a country and givs the workingman better wages. 
Then it must follow that to lower the [protectiv] 
tariff would tend to impoverish the country and re- 
duce wages.” 

Exactly ; that is the law of cause and effect. 

« Why don't these high-tariff men emigrate to 
Mexico?” 

This shows the subterfuges to which free-traders 
must resort and the justice of their comparisons. 
Apparently Mr. Peck has never heard that Mexico 
is one of the most thoroughly priest-ridden coun- 
tries of the world. Were I so straitened for an 
argument I might well retort by asking why these 
free-traders do not emigrate to Ireland. They 
would find a paradise of free trade there. A com- 
parison between America and Ireland is as fair and 
just as between England and Mexico. 


The professor next tells of a horse-trading friend: 


of his who, being an unknown quantity, may be 
named X. Mr. X went to Canada and purchased 
horses, ete. This places me in something of a di- 
.lemma ; to accept this account of that transaction 
one must seriously question the common sense of 
Mr. X, while to reject it would be equally severe 
on Mr. Peck’s veracity. What then am I to do? 
Nothing but to compromise the matter by conclud- 
ing that by talking without thinking (Axiom 1) Mr. 
Peck has innocently done his friend a great injus- 
tice. There is a very old story of a man who joined 
a horse to a cart, but failed to get them in working 
order. This is precisely what Mr. X is accused of 
doing. According to the professor the horses cost 
so much in Canada; duty and other expenses so 
much; therefore, in order to realize a reasonable 
profit, they must be sold for so much. But we are 
at once constrained to ask: Suppose American 
horse-buyers refuse to pay so much, what then? 
Home-bred horses, equally good, may be sold at 
much lower rates; then Mr. X must sell at a loss 
or hav his stock left on his hands. But I decline 
to assume that Mr. X is such a thorough fool as to 
try to do business in the suicidal manner here 
represented or he must long since hav landed in 
a poor-house or a lunatic asylum. I venture to 
guess that he pursued a course exactly opposit in 


in 1896 than ever before. 


all respects to that given by his well-meaning 
(Axiom 2) but misguided friend. He reasoned thus: 
I can sell these horses in America for so much, 
duty and other expenses so much; therefore the 
Canadian breeder must sell them to me for so much 
or look elsewhere for a purchaser. 

This rule must govern dealings of every kind, 


and the man who would undertake to conduct 
horse trading, or any other business whatever, on 


the opposit plan, as given by Mr. Peck, is simply a 


—well, I hav my opinion of him. In this case of 
horse trading the duty was not added to the price 
of the goods, but was subtracted from what would 
otherwise hav been the foreign price. 
fessor triumphantly asks: 


But the pro- 


*Now who paid the duty? How far does my 


argument fall?” 


It falls low as absurdity can carry it. The Me- 


Kinley law placed a duty of thirty cents per bushel 
on barley, whereupon Canadian barley promptly 
dropped thirty cents. 
placed a duty of thirty-two cents per gallon on 
linseed oil; and in 1892 Cincinnati papers quoted 
linseed oil at thirty-four cents per gallon. 
a lesson in arithmetic ere I can understand how the 
consumer paid this duty? Was oil really worth but 
two cents per gallon? 


The McKinley law also 


I need 


* Why do consumers smuggle goods?” - 
Simply because protection reduces the foreign 


price sufficiently to make smuggling profitable 
(Axioms 1 and 4). 


* For these changes we are indebted to Yankee 
skill and Yankee ingenuity, and noi to any change 


in the tariff.” : 


À ehange in the tariff stimulated home produc- 
tion, causing an increased demand for labor, thereby 
raising the price of labor, to save which Yankee 
ingenuity was brought into use, thereby cheapening 
goods to the consumer (Axiom.2). 

. “So far as any argument is concerned, he might 
as well hav filled the space with ciphers.” 

No doubt of it. Facts aid ciphers hav ahout 
the same value to the average free-trader, therefore 
** we differ as to what constitutes argument.” This 
* hifaluten " is simply a statement of three collectiv 
facts, each containing a thousand individuals, the 
enumeration of which is prevented merely by the 
lack of space and the labor of writing. 

* Why should not New England levy a tax on 
Western pork and beef and grain?” * 

New England would certainly be benefited 
thereby, but at the expense of the West, which is a 
part of our own country. The different states do 
not seek to enrich themselvs at the expense of each 
other, but are not so considerate with aliens. I hav 
delayed writing this in order to see the latter part 
of the professor’s letter, but it was time wasted, as 
I find two columns of theory relieved by just one 
fact : 

“A Dutch vessel sailed into Boston harbor with 
copper on board to resheathe the vessel,” ete. 

We must grant that in this instance the tariff de- 
prived a few Boston laborers of a few days’ employ- 
ment. It is possible that another instance of the 
kind has occurred in our history, but I take the 
liberty of doubting it. That Dutchman was an 
ignoramus; first, beccuse he did not know that 
America imposed a tariff; and second, because he 


did not know that, owing to higher wages, he could 


get the work done anywhere else in the world for 
less money without considering the tariff, but for 
this one instance Mr. Peck would close every cop- 
per mine in the United States. 

* We can beat the world making watches,” etc. 

Very true, but we did not beat the world nor 
even little Switzerland until after we had placed a 
duty on watches. It is & most singular coincidence 
that Yankee skill and Yankee ingenuity do not go 
into the world-beating business until after we hav 
a tariff. Watches and printing paper hav been 
manufactured for centuries. I attended school in 
Cincinnati, in a district containing over four hun- 
dred pupils, of whom one hundred ranged from 
twelve to eighteen years of age, and the hero of 
that school was the one boy, son of a wealthy 
lawyer, who could tell us the time of day. At the 
present time ninety of that hundred would hav 
watches. The McKinley law is dead. Under the 
new law, wool is free, and the duty on woollen 
manufactured goods is greatly reduced. We shall 
now hav a chance to see the effect of free trade on 
one article. I predict that in 1896 wool will be 
higher than in 1893, and that little or no wool will 
be grown in America. 

A suit of woollen clothing will cost Mr. Peck as 
much or more in 1896 than it it did in 1892. Mil. 
ionaires will be richer and the poor will be poorer 
In 1897 an extra session 
of Congress will be called by a protection president 
to relieve this nation of the most terrible distress 
in its history. 


will not 
weighs nothing against their assertions. 
cannot avail against theories. 


are not entirely consistent in themselvs. 
them are based upon assumptions which the- pro- 
tectionist does not and cannot grant and can be 
answered simply by denying the premises. 
are numbers 3, 5, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17,19. The other 
answers are as follows: 


But the fulfillment of the foregoing predictions 
influence free-traders. Demonstration 
Facts 


The questions propounded by D. Webster Groh 
Some of 


These 


1. Yes. , 
2. Previous tothe Homestead strike, Carnegie had, 


by founding libraries and other private gifts, demon- 
strated that he was a protectionist purely for the 
benefit of his employees. 
embittered against laboring men that he is now a 
free-trader. 


Since the strike he is so 


4. We prefer not to “pay” foreigners, but to 


produce our own goods. 


6. This order was inverted to conform to existing 


eonditions— the more labor, the more duty. 


7. This is not a protection measure, but owing 


io the small protection majority then in Congress 
this provision was inserted as a compromise. 


8. Sugar tariff is not protectiv. 
9. No one can be expected to seriously consider 


this question. 


10. No. . 

12. Same as No. 4. 

13 Yes; except for revenue purposes. 

18. Because of her enormous export trade, forced 
upon India and other possessions. British bayonets 
compelled China to buy British opium. British 
bayonets would also compel America to buy British 
goods, but for a wholesome respect for American 
bayonets. , 

My shoulders are broad and can bear a great 
deal, but my time is limited, and so far as I am in- 
dividually concerned, this discussion is closed. 

There are hundreds of Liberals, including Inger- 
soll, Denslow, and many others, who are avowed 
Protectionists, and who do not resent the calumny 
of “bleeding,” “fleecing,” “ pirates,” “ robbers,” 
etc., and I shall not. I do not accuse Mr. Peck of 
any ungentlemanly language, but I do accuse him 
of studiously avoiding facts. My article of August 
25th remains unanswered, my questions ignored. 

The success of Tus Troura Sexxer and its most 
liberal editor is my earnest desire. 

Cuas. O. Hayes. 


A Correction. 

Epıror or Tur 'l'RUTH Seexer—Sir: In your 
issue of October 18, 1894, page 648, entitled ** Ob. 
servations," it is reported that I met the Rev. 
Thomas Dixon, Jr., and made some comments on 
his fish story published in the papers several weeks 
ago. The report was noi exactly made of whole 
cloth, but it shows that some Liberal has an imag- 
ination about as poetic as fishermen, and, like them, 
subject to inspirations. Perhaps it took several to 
complete that report. I hav not spoken with Mr, 
Dixon since his fish story appeared, but there is this 
much of truth in Taz Truru Sezxer’s story: I 
said to a company of friends that if I should meet 
Mr. Dixon I would joke him about his big fish story, 
saying, *I took it all in and believed it; not that I 
supposed preachers always tell the truth, but that I 
know fishermen always do” The case exemplifies 
the old saying, that a story never loses anything in 
traveling. The fact is, I would discount Mr. Dixon's 
words but little as a preacher. He givs more than 
two-thirds truth, and sometimes nine-tenths, while 
one-third is a large allowance from a pulpit, and 
one-tenth about the average. I know of no preacher 
who utters so large a proportion of truth, and 
who so courageously opposes ecclesiastical author- 
ity and superstition, and declares his belief in and 
sympathy with Liberal thought. In fact few Lib- 
erals surpass him in this, and many of them might 
take lessons of Liberal teaching from him. It is 
due to me, and I think to Liberals in general, that 
this correction should be published in Tux Troru 
Serxer, for otherwise Mr. Dixon and his friends 
would think me, or some of us, more inspirable 
than the biggest teller of fish stories. 

Dx. Careg S. Wxzrxs. 


Cannot All See This? 
The controversy over religious teaching, stirred 
up by the clerical party on the London School 
Board, should materially aid the cause of secular 
education. It is all very well to contend that there 
are thousands of schools in which unsectarian re- 
ligion is taught. It is only unsectarian in the sense 
that the peculiar tenets of no particular Protestant 


‘sect are taught, but only the general principles of 


Protestant Christianity. But then Protestantism, 
and even Christianity for that matter, is but &.8ec- 
tarian religion. To teach any form of religion in- 
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volves the teaching of a belief in the divinity of per- 
sons in whose divinity, or existence even, millions 
do not believe.— Justice, of London. 


The Religious Conspiracy in the American | 


Republic. 

OPENING ADDRESS AT THE NATIONAL FREETHINKERS’ 
CONGRESS, OOTOBER 26TH, BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 
It is undoubtedly true that there is a vast combi- 

nation of religious forces going on in this country 


which threatens the liberty of the republic. It may 


not be a conscious conspiracy; the forces come to- 
gether rather by natural and logical attraction than 


by definite forethought; but it is nevertheless a con- 


spiracy, for it ig a union of forces for one common 
purpose—the destruction of civil rights. 
combination to thwart the principles of the Decla- 
ration of Independence. 

Let us look first at the attitude of the Romish 
church. Let us consider its own public and author- 
ized statements. 

It must be understood that the government of 


the Romish church is an oligarchy—the college of 


cardinals, under the form of the one-man power, the 
pope. There is no authority whatsoever in the 
masses of the members of that church, or in the 
priests or bishops or archbishops, but the author- 


ity, the source of all law, the fountain of all policy, 


of all doctrine, is in the college of cardinals, ex- 
cept an occasional ecumenical council, which coun- 
cil is practically the child of the college itself. 

Furthermore, the Romish church has always 
claimed to hold political power. In fact, we might 
say that the Romish church, as a differentiation and 
evolution from primitive Christianity, started as a 
political power, and is essentially a political power; 
and stripped of all political powers it would cease to 
be. We must deal with it not simply, therefore, as 
a spiritual power, but as a political organization 
with political purposes. 

The Baltimore convention, held a few years ago, 
sufficiently indicates the tendency and the final goal 
of the Romish church in this republic. 

It must be noted that there is something remark- 
able about this convention. It is a “new depart- 
ure.” It is a convention of laymen. Such a con- 
vention has never been held before in the history of 
the Romish church. It is contrary to the original 
policy of that church. Why a convention of lay- 
men, seeing that laymen can exercise no authority ? 
The laymen are taught to be submissive to the 
priests. So far as the church is concerned, they 
can have no ideas or policy of theirown. They 
can dictate nothing. 

In this American republic, however, the Romish 
church desired, with the cunning of a fox, to take 
on the appearance of democracy. It wanted to 
make it appear that the laymen had something to 
say, although, as a matter of fact, they had nothing 
to say. It was a shrewd trick, and I presume that 
many have been led astray by it, and have an idea 
that the Romish church is becoming imbued with 
democratic ideas, and that the laity will be 
allowed some voice in the authority of the church; 
which, of course, will never be the case. So long 
as the Romish church endures, go long will no par- 
ticle of authority pass from the grasp of the college 
of cardinals. 

But while the Baltimore convention cannot be 
looked upon as the source of any new law or policy 
in the church of Rome, it can be accepted as an au- 
thoritative interpretation of what the church is, 
and what it purposes to do. For the convention 
was manipulated by the cardinals and simply ex- 
pressed the will of the cardinals. 

What, therefore, are expressed in the resolutions 
of the Baltimore council, and what therefore is the 
voice of the Romish church in the American re- 
public? First is this declaration: 

As in the state schools no provision is made for teach- 
ing religion, we must continue to support our own 
schools, multiply and perfect colleges and universities 
already established and others, so that the benefits of a 
Christian education may be brought within reach of 
every Catholic child within these United States, 

Here is a distinct declaration of the undying hos- 
tility of the Romish church to the common school 
system of this republic. This is a question of im- 
mense importance. The common schools are the 
bulwark of the republic. There must be universal 
intelligence among the people. The common 
schools must be purely secular. They cannot teach 
religion, for, as Madison says, “religion is beyond 
the purview of government.” “Religious training,” 
as Grant says, “is for the homes and churches and 
schools supported by private funds, but not for the 
state schools.” j 

Three methods are resorted to by the Romish 
church to destroy the state secular schools. 

First, to connect religious exercises with these 
schools, and so practically to make them church 


It isa 


schools. Wherever possible it puts its own teach- 
ers, nuns, etc., in the schools for the express pur- 
posé of religious training. In this way it favors a 
dangerous union of church and state. It makes 
the school an instrument in the hands of the church. 

Secondly, wherever possible, the Romish church 
seeks a division of the school funds, so that its 
church schools shall be supported out of the taxes 
paid by all the people. If this plan succeeds, the 
common schools are absolutely destroyed. 

Thirdly, in school districts where the members 
of the Romish church are in a majority, they vote 
to giv no funds to support the common school ; and 
of course the common school is suspended and the 
parochial school is established in its place. 

In these ways the Romish church endeavors to 
uproot and destroy the greatest support of Ameri- 
can liberty and progress. This is its declared in- 
tention. 

The New York Hvening Post says: 

The Roman Catholics of the Northwest appear to be 
making a carefully planned war npon the public sóhoolk. 
Tn one district in the town of Barton, Wis., the Catholics 
rallied in force at the annual meeting and 6arried 4 reso- 
lution that no publie school should be maintained during 
the year and none was held. At Melrose, Minn., the 
Catholic priests engineered a tnovement to shorten the 
school year of the publie schools, in order to compel 
children to attend a parochial school. In Stearns county, 
Minn., the Roman catechism is said to be taught openly 
in the public schools, and either the opening or the clos- 
ing hours of the session are devoted to religious instruc- 
tion given by the priest. 

In its very nature the church of Rome is opposed 
to state secular schools, and it will never cease its 
determined opposition and subtle undermining. 

Again, says the Baltimore convention: ‘“ ‘There 
are many Christian issues in which Catholics could 
come together with non-Catholics and shape civil 
legislation for the public weal.” 

This is a new and memorable innovation in the 
policy of the church of Rome. Hitherto there has 
been an impassable chasm between it and other 
Christian churches. It has not allowed that there 
are any Christian churches or bodies except 
the Catholic church, which very name means the 
universal and only church. For centuries there has 
been a bitter conflict between the church of Rome 
and all Protestant sects. And now it holds out 
the olive branch. It desires to unite with all other 
Christian bodies. And for what purpose? To 
shape civil legislation, that is, to unite church and 
state. Can we be any longer blind to the purposes 
of the Romish church when it thus publicly ofters 
alliance with its enemies of over three hundred 
years in order to control legislation in this repub- 
lie—to make the combined church powers omnipo- 
tent over the civil power? 

And the Protestant churches gladly welcome the 
alliance. Says the Christian Statesman: * When- 
ever they—the Roman Catholies—are willing to 
cooperate in resisting the progress of political 
Atheism, we will gladly join hands with them.” 

The compact is already made. Are we to let this 
“unholy alliance " triumph? 

Again says the Baltimore convention, “We pro- 
test against the assumption by any secular govern- 
ment of aright to affect the interests or control 
the action of our holy father by any form of legis- 
lation or other public acts to which his full appro- 
bation has not been previously given.” Here is a 
claim for supreme political authority in the Ameri- 
can republic, that the supreme pontiff shall possess 
the veto power, and that there shall be no legisla- 
tion to which his “full approbation has not been 
previously given.” And will not this claim be en- 
forced wherever possible? Is it a mere idle decla- 
ration? Does not the church of Rome mean what 
it says? The church of Rome does not utter in 
this public manner a meaningless formula. It will 
claim pre-eminent political authority in this repub- 
lic when the time comes. It is simply waiting. It 
has resigned none of the sovereignty it has ever 
held. It has ruled kings and princes and it means 
to rule the American people. 

Says the Pope in his encyclical letter : 

All Catholics must make themselves felt as active ele- 
ments in daily political life in the countries where thpy 
live. They must penetrate wherever possible in the ad- 
ministration of political affairs. 

Need there be anything further said to show 
that the Romish church as an organization under 
the absolute control of the college of cardinals is 
opposed to American liberty? I do not say that 
the masses of the Catholics of this country are in 
sympathy with these purposes. They are simply 
blind and unintelligent. They do not know what 
is going on. They do not understand the logic of 
it. Iam very sure that if there ever should come 
a direct conflict between the church of Rome and 
the American flag the majority of our Catholic 


fellow-citizens will stand by our flag. I will not 
vote against & man simply because he is a Catholic. 


But if he practically indorses and labors to carry 
out in political life the declarations of the Balti- 
more convention, then I must oppose him, for he ig 
the opponent of liberty. He has joined the con- 
spiracy against the republic. . 

Let us look further and see what the Protestant 
churches are doing in favor of this great conspiracy 
for the union of church and state. The National 
Reform Association, which, as Dr. Foote says, by 
good rights shonld be called the National Deform 
Association, is organized for the special purpose of 
putting “God” into the Constitution, and it has 
been laboring in this direction for over thirty years. 
The following is what it desires to put into the 
Constitution : 

We, the people of the United States, humbly acknowl- | 
edging Almighty God as the source of all authority and 
power in civil government, the Lord Jesus Chiist às the 


ruler among the nations, his revealed will as the supreme 
law of the land, in order to constitute 4 Christian govern- 
ment, eto. i 

What is the logical result of this amendment ? 

Says the Christian Statesman : 

To be perfectly plain, the existence of a Christian Gon- 
stitution would disfranchise every logically éonsistent 
Infidel. 

What is the spirit of this amendment? It is 
the following from the Christian Statesman: 

Give all men to understand that this is a Christian 
nation; and believing that without Christianity we per- 
ish we must maintain by all right means our Christian 
character. Inscribe this character on our Constitution. 
Enforce upon all that come among us the laws of Chris- 
tian morality. 

Again: 

If the opponents of the Bible do not like our govern- 
ment and its Christian features let them go to some wild 
and desolate land, and in the name of the devil and for 
the sake of the devil subdue it and set up a government 
of their own on Infidel and Atheistic ideas, and then, if 
they can stand it, stay there till they die. 

This is the gospel of peace on earth, good will to 
men. How literally they fulfill the words of Jesus, 
*I came not to bring peace on earth, but a sword." 

Are they not hand in hand with the terrific des- 
potism of Rome? 

The American Sabbath Union is another power- 
ful organization for the enforcement of religious 
legislation. By its unjust and demoralizing meth- 
ods it compelled the late Congress to violate the 
Constitution and pass a law to close the gates of 
the World’s Fair on Sunday. It is endeavoring to 
concentrate political power at Washington in order 
to enforce a puritanic Sabbath all over the country. 
It has introduced a bill for this purpose, and a 
great conflict is before us on this question. The 
following is one of the provisions of that bill. -A 
more outrageous law cannot be conceived. 

Szorton b, That it shall be unlawful to pay or to re- 
ceive payment or wages in any manner for service 
rendered or for labor performed or for the transportation 
of persons or property in Violation of the provisions of 
this act, nor shall any action lie for the recovery thereof, 
and when so paid, whether in advance or otherwise, the 
same may be recovered by whosoever shall first sue for 
the same. 

Think of it! In this American republic a man is 
not to receive payment for am honest day's labor; 
and if he does receive payment, anybody can sue 
for it and get it! For instance, a free American 
citizen, for the sake of his wife and little ones, works 
on Sunday and gets paid for it, say in advance, on 
Saturday night. Monday morning a tramp comes 
along, hears of the transaction, sues for that man’s 
wages and gets them by this law. Can Siberia 
produce a worse act of tyranny than this? 

The American Sabbath Union is indeed a fit 
companion of the Spanish Inquisition. It will 
light the fires of persecution all over our land. It 
conspires with old Rome against American liberty 
and progress. The Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union also joins in this conspiracy. It is a polit- 
ical organization playing into the hands of Rome 
and it purposes to destroy our republican institu- 
tions. This is what it says: 

A true theocracy is yet to come; hence I pray devoutly 
as a Christian patriot for the ballot in the hands of 
women, and I rejoice that the National Women’s Chris- ` 
tian Temperance Union has so long championed this 
cause, 

_The National Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union in 1888 passed the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That Christ and his gospel as universal king 
and code should be sovereign in our government and 
Political affairs, and that obedience to his law is the only 
path to political righteousness and peace. 

Again: 

WHEREAS, God would have all men honor the son even 
as they honor the father; and l 

Wazgras, The civil law which Christ gave from Sinai is 
the only perfect law that will secure the rights of all 
classes; therefore, 

Resolved, That civil government should recognize 
Christ as the moral governor, and his law as the standard 
of legislation. 

Is there need of anything further to show that 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union is in 
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conspiracy against the American republic; that it is 
opposed to the Declaration of Independence; that 


it would in fact revolutionize our whole form of 
government and put us under the feet of Rome? 


The National Prohibition party is also the 
hanger-on of imperial Rome, and justifies every 
despotism of the past, and is the opponent of 


liberty. A moreun-American party does not exist. 
This is its platform : 


The Prohibition party, in convention assembled, revet- 
ently redognize Almighty God as the supreme ruler to 


whose laws all huiüan laws should conform; 
This just suits Rome. 


wotld. 

_ The Declaration of Independence says: “The 
just powers of government are derived from the 
consent of the governed." And Abraham Lincoln 


declares: “The government is of the people, by 


the people, for the people." The preamble of the 
Constitution says: ** We the people of the United 
States.” God is nowhere to be found. The Pro- 
hibition party should emigrate to Siberia and join 
hands with the czar. There is no place for it in 
free America. Cold water is a good thing, and 
temperance is a good thing, but there is no place 
for “God” in our politics. 

I am sorry that the Farmers’ Alliance has drifted 
into religious fanaticism and followed in the wake of 
Rome. The National Alliance at Ocala, Fla., 
adopted the following resolution: 

. - Resolved: That we, the National Farmers’ Alliance of 

- America, believing that obedience and veneration for the 
laws of God are the conserving and saving force of human 

: government, do hereby respectfully request that the di- 
rectors of the great national fair do not desecrate the 
American Sabbath by keeping open the gates of the same 
on the Lord's day. . . 

We are in sympathy with the main objects of the 
Farmers’ Alliance, but these objects are economic 
and not theological. The Christian Sabbath is not 
a “divine institution.” It is not recognized by the 
Bible or early Christianity itself. There is no “law 
of God” about it. It is the creation of the church 
of Rome. Luther did not believe in it, nor Calvin. 
It originated with an edict of Constantine in the 
year 321. Why does the Farmers’ Alliance thus 
falsify history and betray the principles of liberty ? 
How can they expect to win justice for themselves 
while they thus commit themselves to the ignorance 
and injustice of history? ` 

The Populist party has shown itself to be equally 
unwise in putting *Almighty God" in its platform. 
In this it has shown a greater superstition than the 
old parties. What has “God” ever done for the 
salvation of the human race? What has he ever 
done for the removal of injustice, wrong, and 
crime? In the American republic the shadow of 
God ought to forever depart. Political economy 
has nothing to do with theology and metaphysics. 
If the Populist party put “God” into its platform 
what guarantee have we that it will not endeavor to 
put “God” into the Constitution? If this is to be 
the party of the future it certainly must hav noth- 
ing to do with the superstitions of the past. 

Finally, the * Whitecaps" hav joined in with the 
church and state party, and instead of a govern- 
ment of the people, want & government of God. 
One of their notices recently posted up reads as 
follows: ** God hates liars and perjurers and adult- 
erers; the Whitecaps are the Lord's chosen people 
io wreak his vengeance on the wicked and the un- 
just." 

Such are the many forces and tendencies at the 
present day combining against the Secular Repub- 
lie. 'The issue is being forced upon us, and sooner 
or later we must meet it in the arena of political 
life. Says the Rev. Sam Small: 

I want to see the day come when the church shall be 
the arbiter of all legislation, state, national, and munici- 
pal; when the great churches if the country can come 
together harmoniously and issue their edict, and the 

. legislativ powers will respect it and enact it into laws. 

Such is the enormous tyranny proposed by the 
religious party to-day—a tyranny greater than ex- 
ists anywhere on the globe. In the old countries, 
where a union of church and state exists, the state 
is supreme; it is the controlling power, and there 
is some chance of improvement, for the state as a 
human institution will feel the breath of civiliza- 
tion.. 
as the state improves it takes the chureh along with 
it, being superior to the church. 

But the proposed union of church and state in 
our country is of a vastly more tyrannical character ; 
for it is proposed to make the church itself supreme 
and the state subordinate. The state is to be an 
instrument in the hands of the church—a mere 
puppet. We may then expect an iron rule indeed, 
the dark ages over again. The church will never 


This just suits every 
. tyratit—every oppressor of humanity—every perse- 
cutor. It is the quintessente of kingcraft—of 
priestcraft—of all that has ruled and ruined the 


Even the state of Russia grows better, and. 


improve. It is incapable of any advance. It is 
fastened to a “ divine revelation,” which revelation 
ceased to be of any living value eighteen centuries 
ago. Revealed theology can never progress. It is 
a fixed quantity. It is opposed to all ‘change ; to 
all advancement. Such has been its history. It 
has opposed every science, invention, and discovery. 
It has kept the human race in bondage and in igno- 
rance. It has been a prison-house for humanity. 
Tt has been the tyrant of heart and brain, the enemy 
of human joy, of human genius, of human brother- 
hood and human rights. Such is the monstrous 
power that under new conditions is seeking a far 
greater sway than ever before. The evidence is 
plain and conclusive in its unswerving purpose. 

_ The church is not civilized. It never will be civil- 
ized. It is to-day the same savage power it ever was, 
the same wild beast of destruction. It is the eter- 
nal foe of liberty. It is a manifold and subtle 
power. It is imbedded in the ignorance and super- 
stition of the race. 
light. It moves in the shadow of conspiracy. It 
may have music and art, and the embellishments of 
civilization; but these do not change its nature. 
They only cover over and help to make us forget 
its cruelty and injustice. ‘Let us learn the lessons 
of history and be watchful of the priceless inherit- 
ance of liberty. Ours is the land of noble and 


'| beautiful promise. Never was there a grander op- 


portunity for the establishment of liberty and jus- 
tice. May the American people heed the warning 
lights and steer from the breakers. 


Sail on, O Union strong and great, 
Humanity, with all its fears, 
With all its hopes of future years, 
Is hanging breathless on thy fate. 
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea; 
. Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 
Our faith triumphaut o'er our fears, 
Are all with thee, are all with thee. 


Sparks from the Lecture Field. . 


The proclivities of the Christian clergy in the di- 
rection of prevarication are so well known that they 
hav now become proverbial. Pious falsehoods 
seem to be almost as indigenous as vegetation and 
even more so, for vegetable matter will flourish only 
in proper soils, while Christian lies will take root 
and grow anywhere. 

Once a man is given to lying, his general testi- 
mony is discredited and we are naturally placed in 
a state of doubt concerning the truth of any and all 
statements he may make. Of all the preachers in 
this class, there is one in Cincinnati, Johnston 
Myers by name, who conducts the * New Jerusalem 
special" from the Ninth street Baptist church. 


This man sought to gain notoriety by making & 
His attack 


virulent attack upon Colonel Ingersoll. 
was loaded with the usual abuse common to the 
clergy, and it teemed with invectiv. So severe was 
hein his denunciation of the Colonel and those who 
had the courage to openly sympathize with the 
views he had expressed, that the Ohio Liberal 
Society felt called upon to make a public rejoinder 
to what he had said. As I was lecturing for the 
Society we agreed to adopt this method of making 
a reply, not as apologists for the Colonel, as he is 
well able to defend himself, but to put the matter 
in a true light before the public. In consequence 
of the prolonged discussions in the press, the sub- 
ject had attracted considerable attention and the 
result was the largest audience with which the 
Society had ever been favored. 

My lecture was on “Infidelity and Suicide” and 
in the reply I made I started from the text upon 
which Myers had preached, “And he went out and 
hanged himself.” The press gave us good and 
prominent reports. Apropos of my reply, Myers 
was interviewed by a representativ of the Cincinnati 
Commercial Gazette and the interview was pub- 
lished, together with a report of my lecture. This 
is from the report: 


Mr. Myers, when spoken to about it last night, said he 
did not care what the Liberal mec, or any expounder 
of its doctrins, said about him, and he did not think the 
public cared any more than he did. He said that since 
he had preached his sermon on Infidelity and suicide, he 
had been hearing a good deal more from members of 
this ‘society. They had been sending him printed pam- 
phlets, letters under seal, and postal cards, calling him 
all sorts of names and accusing him of all sorts of things. 
Some of these postal cards were too indecent for publica- 


‘tion, and the very worst of them, he regretted to say, 
had been sent, not to him, but to his residence, ad- | 


dressed to Mrs. Myers. They were signed, ‘‘ A Member 
of the Ohio Liberal Society.” These insulting cards had 
come in such numbers that he had felt called upon to 
refer them to the post-office authorities, and many of 
them are now in the hands of Post-office Inspector 
Salmon. Mr. Salmon, however, after as full an investiga- 
tion as could be given an anonymous communication, 
says that the prospects of finding the writer are not en- 
couraging; that, however much the writer may be in 
favor of liberty of thought, he is too big a coward to let 
himself be known and take the consequences of his viola- 


tion of the rules of decency and the regulations of the 
post-office department. S 


It loves darkness rather than 
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Üpon reading this, I immediately became filled 


with grave doubts as to the truth of what he had 


said. I hav known the members of the Ohio 
Liberal Society since the moment of its inception, 
and from my acquaintance with them, I also knew 
that none of them would be guilty of sending such 
communications through the mails. So, armed 
with this knowledge and conviction, I made it my 
especial duty to call upon Post-office Inspector 
Salmon, in company with Andrew Hogg, that we 
might obtain a denial or a verification of such 
reports. We were fortunate in our efforts, for the 
result of the interview was that both the inspector 
and his assistant were positiv in their assertions 
that no such cards were in their possession now, or 
ever had been. These gentlemen denied all knowl- 
edge of such mail matter as this of which Myers 
had spoken. This was just what we had expected, 
80, provided with this testimony, Mr. Hogg and I 
at once repaired to the office of the Gazette that we 
might see the editor, lay the facts before him, and 
request a vindication of the Liberal Society. At 
the editor's request we sat down at an adjoining 
desk and wrote out our statement. This was 
signed by Mr. Hogg and myself, the editor read it 
over in our presence, expressed his satisfaction with 
the article, and declared his intention of giving it 
publication. Hight days hav passed since then and 
our letter has not yet appeared. The cowardly 
editor has failed to correct the error, atone for the 
wrong he has done, and show up the true character 
of this preacher. 

Who can speak of the honesty of our public press? 
What feelings can we hold toward the clergy but 
those of utter contempt? A silent falsehood 
is as far from the truth as a spoken one. To con- 
ceal the truth is as much a crime against the com- 
munity as a deliberate falsehood. Of such ignoble 
conduct both the editor and the preacher stand 
convicted before the world. Neither has had the 
honesty to make even a semblance of an excuse for 
what they hav both said and done. Such is the 
character of these men who pose as instructors in 
public morals and through the position they each 
occupy endeavor to mold public opinion. 

If this preacher is sincere in his belief in the 
eternal justice of the God he worships, what does 
he think will be his thoughts as he stands before 
that judgment bar? “Lord, Lord, I did it for thy 
sake and for thy glory " may satisfy his craven mind, 
but it will not meet the demands of an intelligent 
community. Truly, he is a worthy disciple of the 
old Jehovah, who is accused of speaking falsely 
concerning those of a different faith, for this man 
Myers is given to the same vicious practice. But 
what a terrible example it is! When the Chris- 
tian’s God and his clergy both indulge in falsehood 
what are we to expect from their lay followers? 

There is a perceptible improvement in all our 
business circles here. . Trade seems to hav generally 
revived from the late stagnation and this fills us 
with better hopes for the coming winter’s work. 
The first two lectures of the season here hav been 
given before large audiences. The society has 
moved to more spacious quarters and still the place 
is filled each Sunday night. A new and increasing 
interest seems to hav been awakened here in the 
work of Freethought, and the outlook appears 
bright and encouraging. Since coming here I hav 
received invitations to lecture at different points in 
the immediate vicinity, also at Grafton, W. Va., and 
Augusta, Ky., all of which will be accepted in due 
time. 

Although the effects of the late depression are 
still felt in many quarters, there seems to be a 
great interest prevailing in the work of the coming 
Congress. This looks well, and each one should do 
his or her part to make the effects of that work 
more general and more lasting. 

Joun R. CHARLESWORTH. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL will lecture at the Star Theater, 
New York, on the evening of November 11th. Subject, 
‘The Holy Bible.” This is his new discourse, and 
shakes up orthodoxy as only he can do it. 


S.. P. PurNAM'S lecture engagements for the month of 
November: : 
Bangor, Mich., November 1st, 2d, 3d. 4th, and 5th. 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, November 11th. 
Newark Liberal League, Sunday evening, November 11th. 
Philadelphia, Pa., November 18th. 
Cincinnati, O., November 25th. 


Dates are now open for engagements between Chicago 
and New York. Please write at once to S. P. Putnam, 
234 South Water street, Chicago, Ill 


Tue Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 


ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for October: - - -= - > 


Oct. 26th—‘* Politics.” T. B. Wakeman. 
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T9etters of Friends. 


One of the Necessaries of Life. 
KarnaMAzoo, Mion., Nov. 2, 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: Another year has passed and 
with it has expired our subscription to one 
of the best of Liberal papers. We con- 
sider it one of the necessaries of life, and 


herewith send $3 for another year. 
Mes, L. Bronson. 


. Less Economics and More Infidelity. 

Spoxanz, Wasa., Oct. 1, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Herewith I inclose $1.50, 
which please apply to my account. Will 
send more later on. Your paper is excel- 
lent, especially the editorials and Observa- 
tions, which I always read first of all. A 
little more on religion and a little less of 
economics would, I believe, please the 
majority of your readers. It certainly 

would me. Jonn E. WELIN. 


Will It Open Their Eyes? 
SANTA CrARA, Oct. 1, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $2— 
$1 for the Defense Fund of Mr. Wise. I 
think his case should be the means of 
showing to the Bible believers what a 
humbug they are trying to push on to the 
people. 
I hav written to Mr. Putnam and 
sent my mite for the Liberal Congress by 
this mail. A, R. WooDHAMS. 


For Freethought in Medicin. 


TERRE Havre, IND., Sept. 27, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I inclose you herewith $1 
on account, I want some books, but can 
not now afford to get them. There’s so 
much missionary work to do. Just at 
present we’re in the vaccination fight here 
trying to force orthodox medicin into al- 
lowing Freethought in medicin and, as 
you know, such fights are always at terrible 
odds. I hope Mr. Wise and Mrs. Wais- 
brooker will get off all right. I must send 
a slight contribution tothe Defense Fund. 

Yours as ever, FRANK D. BLUE, 


Words and Actions Correspond. 
Natrona Home, Car., Sept. 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrog: As I hav been a Free- 
thinker all my life, and thinking this is & 
time when all Freethinkers should declare 
themselys and do all they can for the de- 
velopments of our ideas, I will certainly 
send my humble tribute. Sorry that I 
cannot do more. 

You will find inclosed $7, for which you 
will send me Tue Truta SEEKER and the 
badge; apply $1to the Wise Defense Fund, 
and send the **Church Property" pamphlet 
for the remaining dollar, to distribute 
among the old soldiers here. 

Gzo. BOURDAIS, 


He Who Reads May Be Saved. 
CEDAR GRovz, W, Va., Oct. 8, 1894. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed please find $2 on 
subscription. Orthodoxy holds the fort 
at this place. There are a few Liberal- 
minded people here, but they generally 
keep their thoughts to themselvs. I am 
doing all Icau to promote the cause of 
Freethought by handing my TRUTH 
SEEKERS around, and whenever an honest 
thinker reads the truth and begins to in- 
vestigate he is on the right road. There- 
fore so long as I can get a few persons to 
read Freethought books and Tas TRUTH 
SingkKER I am satisfied that my labor is not 
in vain. Yours for Freethought, 
Ben. F. Warre. 


Nothing for the Guides to the Skies, 

Krnaston, Mo., Oct. 6, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $1 on 
my subscription, which is all I can spare 
at present. Sorry to hav kept you wait- 
ing. I think if our government is run by 
Wall street and the Rothschilds a few years 
longer we will be too poor to buy either 
books or papers. I am nearly sixty-eight, 
and livina decidedly sky pilot-ridden com- 
munity, but such leaders would starve 
out directly if none helped more than I. 
Iam a disbeliever in the God of Moses, 
Jacob, and Aaron; not only that, but I 

assert it at any and all times. 
f W. A. CoLyvIN. 
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Not for All the World’s Wealth. 
Apponaua, R, I., Oct. 7, 1894. 


public at large, Take Taz TRUTH SEEKEB, 


that. So you can see what my belief is, 
for THE TRUTH SEEKER comes nearest to 
the truth that I hav seen. 

Yours truly, Joan R, Sweet, 


She Is a Good Missionary. 

Nanaimo, B. C., Oct. 2, 1894, 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you receive $6.50 
for subscription to Tue Trora SEEKER 
and ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought." I must say that I appreciate 
this paper very much and distribute it 
freely in my establishment, where it is 
well read, especially by a young German, 
who used to study the War Cry very much, 
but after taking & good dose of your 
medicin from Tug Truta Seexer, bid 
farewell to superstition or religion. There 
are a good many church goers here who 
would be splendid Freethinkers if they 
had only the courage to express their 
minds openly. Hoping that you will suc- 
ceed in your work of clearing away the 
religious debris which people call the 

church, I remain yours for Freethought, 

Mrs. E, KEMPER. 


Reason vs. Prejudice. 
New York, Oct. 18, 1894. 

Mr, Enprron: This is said by a lady "way 
off in Snohomish: ** Don't you think THe 
Trota SEEKER is doing good missionary 
work with the ‘Age of Reason?'" Yes, 
and will continue to do so when a little 
prejudice is removed from the mind. In 
conversation the other day with a minister 
of the gospel, I found him a little harsh 
on Infidelity, and he said, ‘‘Tom Paine’s 
works are destroying the peace and happi- 
ness of mankind.” I asked him if he had 
ever read the **Age of Reason.” He said 
“No,” but he had seen it. Now I want 
to send him a copy. ' 

A friend informed me that he had pre- 
sented the ** Age of Reason” to a promi- 
nent member of a church, who undertook 
to read it; he found nothing in it that he 


could object to, but he said he dared not 


read it through on account of his standing 
in the church. What do you think of 
that? And that is the case with many. 

8. R. THORNE, 


They Were One in Thought. 
Montnzuma, IA., Oct. 2, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I see that it is about time 
to renew our subscription. My husband 
died very suddenly just the week after he 
had renewed last year; he had taken the 
paper for & number of years and was a 
stanch Freethinker and also a one-armed 
soldier. When Mr. Remsburg lectured 
here he took dinner with us, and lectured 
at our school-house on Sunday afternoon. 

Each year we hav bought a few books, 
such as we thought would be good to lend, 
so this year I will inclose $5 for THE 
Teura SxzkER another year, and the 
following books: 

Two copies of ‘‘Age of Reason; two 
copies ‘‘Church Property;” one ‘‘Myth 
of the Great Deluge;" “Two Hundred 
Poetical Riddles;" ‘‘ Was Christ Cruci- 
fied?” ‘* Christianity a Reward for 
Crime;" ‘‘Clergyman’s Victims;” *'* Blas- 
phemy of the Bible;" ** All in a Nutshell;” 
**Secular Marriage and Funeral Ritual;" 
‘“Thumbscrew and Rack;" '*Book of 
Books." Mrs. Joux Garina. 


Wants Political Action, 


BucELEY, Wasa., Oct. 3. 1894. 
Mr. Enprron: Inelosed find $6.50 for 
your grand paper and '*Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought." I could not af- 
ford to send any money just now, but Ihav 


to help along the Seeker of Truth and 


Brother Putnam. 

Now, if we Liberals would take an activ 
part in the fall election and work and 
vote for the People's party, and thereby 


Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 for 
‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
which is the greatest book of the age, and 
which I would not be without for all the 
riches in this world. I would say to the 


and thus see where you stand with regard 
to what you call religion, for I cannot see 


anything in it, for the Bible, which they 
call the Book of Truth, is anything but 


perstitious people. I want to get where I 


TRUTH SEEKER that you say never reached 
you, because it- is sure to assist in opposi- 


I think she is very worthy and deserves 
more encouragement. Let me be for jus- 


ligious” cyclone. The Young Men’s 
Christian Association and other church 


force an old law, passed some time in the 


send good men to Congress—legislators | ehureh people would do if ever so slim a 
who are willing to raise this country from | chance was given them. ONE. 
its ruin—then it would not be so hard for nase 
such a paper as Taz Trura SEEKER to ex- From a Single-Tax Letter Writer. 
ist, and liberty will prevail. I will not OINOINNATI, O., Sept. 90, 1894. 
take up much space in your valuable paper, i uen pude your issue a eee 
t will this: By investigation you will | ber 1st you Indorse a proposed constitu- 
tat mls pup E ^ tional amendment the object of which is 


find it useless t rk for any of the old 
$ ac oaa I to forbid the exemption of any property 


parties, as they are bound hands and j | 
feet to the church and money power. I whatever from taxation. Permit me to 
say that, while it is a monstrous injustice 


will say to all-Liberals and ask in the name njustice 
of humanity: Work and vote for the Peo- that our present tax laws should discrimi- 
nate in. favor of church property, the 


le's party; there you will find the brawn : 
E e A principle involved in this proposed amend- 


and brain of this country, and the senti- Y £ 
ment of Thomas Paine, Jefferson, and | ment of taxing everything valuable under 
Lincoln. Yours for freedom, . j the sun is quite as unjust and hurtful as the 
MARTIN Gran. unfair favors now shown to the churches, 
The adoption of the proposed amendment 
would make more difficult the repeal of 
the present tax laws that impose a fine 
upon every act of industry and enterprise 
and put a premium upon obstruction to 
progress. The effect of exempting 
churches from taxation has been to stimu- 
late the building of churches. As the 
ehureh does not happen to be a very use- 
ful institution the people hav not reaped 
any great benefit from this, but the same 
means that stimulated the building of 
churches would, if properly applied, 
stimulate the production of things that 
are beneficial. We would like to hav 
more factories. Then why not exempt 
them? We would like to hav more houses, 
Then why do we tax the man who builds 
one while the man who withholds his land 
from use escapes with only a nominal tax? 
We all of us want more wealth of all kinds. 
Then isit not foolish to tax any of the 
produets of individual labor, and still 
more, to try to perpetuate this foolish 
policy by a constitutional amendment? 
Freethinkers, of all men, ought to be 
united in demanding that all taxes upon 
industry or the products of industry shal! 
cease and that all public revenue shall 
be derived from the single tax-.on land 
values regardless of all improvements and 
also regardless of whether the land was 
held by achurch or not. Under such & 
tax system no one could afford to withhold 
valuable natural opportunities from use, 
and consequently opportunities for employ- 
ment would be provided for all who wanted 
to use them. This must result in a further 
spread of education and increase in intelli- 
gence, which can ultimately result only 
in the complete triumph of Freethought. 
SAMUEL DANZIGER. 


The God Question. 
Los ANGELES, CAL., Sept. 26, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Your Baltimore corre- . 
spondent seems determined to hav a God, 
and the way she writes in behalf of that 
phantom of the mind reveals the possession 
of a much larger supply of words than of 
ideas; for in all she has written we look in 
vain for anything tangible or practical. 
To assert, as she does, that ‘‘ God is truth,” 
is to settle nothing, and we still wait for 
something fresh in the way of an assertion, 
for facts are not forthcoming, and that ex- 
pression is too aged to startle or surprise. 
It means absolutely nothing, and givs no 
clue to the existence claimed. What a 
sample of logic her statement is, that the 
real Atheist is the one who knows no god 
but greed, etc.! It would be just as true 
and sensible to assert that the real Atheist 
ig the man who wears number ten boots, 
for the size of his feet has just as much to 
do with Atheism as his greed for grub or 
gain. There is only one kind of an 
Atheist, for denying the existence of God 
is all that makes an Atheist. It is not his 
characteristics as an individual nor his 
political belief, for Atheism neither covers 
nor touches such things. When it comes 
to knowledge we are all Atheists, for not 
a trace of God as a power or a personality 
was ever found, seen, or known. There 
are but two forces in the universe—attrac- 
tion and repulsion—and the manifestations 
of these forces areall we knowor ever will 
know of that figure of speech, God the 
almighty. We are face to face with the 
forces of nature, and as we know nothing 
of life save through its manifestations, we 
can know nothing of a god not revealed in 
these forces, and if people of intelligence 
hav not yet learned that nature’s forces are 
unaffected by faith or prayer, and are 
totally indifferent to human happiness or 
suffering, they hav devoted more time to 
cherishing a pet belief than to observing 


Evidently Thinks a Christian Has It. 
Luray, Va., Sept. 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrog: Please find $5 for THs 
Truru SEEKER two years, and $1 for the 
J. B. Wise Defense Fund. If times are 
hard I cannot do without your paper. Of 
all the writers whose works I hav read In- 
gersoll tops them all, I think he ought 
tolet us hear from him more frequently 
through Taz Trora SErxER. I would like 
so much to attend the Congress again this 
year, but times are too hard here in this 
priest-ridden country. I cannot afford it. 
The first Freethought woman I ever saw 
was at the Congress last year, and how I 
enjoyed. the presence of those intelligent 
women while there! Well, I do not expect 
to spend all my days here with these su- 


ean hear Freethought lectures often, and 
my children ean hav some place to go on 
Sundays for instruction, pleasure, and 
pastime. It will be very hard for me to 
get away from here, though, as I am a 
jack-at-all-trades and people are pulling at 
me on every side with a job of some kind. 

It is hard for me to lose the $2 I sent 
you to advance my subscription to Tau 


tion to what I intended. 

I wish you could say something in your 
paper that would help and encourage the 
Little Freethinker and its worthy editor. 


tice, liberty, equal rights, and fraternity. 
M. V. DADISMAN. 


More Christian Outrages in Michigan. 

Grand Haven, Mica., Oct. 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: The beautiful city of Grand 
Haven, Mich., has been struck by a ‘‘re- 


organizations are endeavoring to putin 


‘40's, and hav secured the passage of an 
ordinance by the city council to enforce 
it. As & consequence, people are forbid- 
den to walk the street on Sunday except 
to and from churcb. A man cannot even 
go into his place of business for any pur- 
pose whatever. 'The hotels hav been for- 
bidden to receive new arrivals on that day, 
and citizens are denied the privilege of 
“ taking their dinners out" at the hotel. 

Two hundred names of transgressors of 
this ** holy men's law ” hav been taken in 
the last week since the ordinance was 
passed, who are to be dealt with for the 
unpardonable sin of doing as they like on 
the Christian Sabbath. 

It appears the law is incomplete as 
passed, as it places the fine at five or ten 
dollars, but provides no manner in which 
it can becollected. While the sinner might 
be made to pay the fine, no provisions 
are made for the costs, so the church 
would hav to pay them. If the outcome of 
prosecution was to be that the church had 
to pay the expenses of guit, but few people 
would be brought to trial. 

Grand Haven is & beautiful little city 
of six or seven thousand inhabitants, on 
the shore of Lake Michigan, directly east 
from Milwaukee. The only drawback is 
the bigotry of its people. The popula- 
tion are nearly or quite half Hollanders, 
who are good citizens in all but matters 
pertaining to religion, and in this they 
are ''priest-following numskulls.” The 
churches are numbered in the ‘‘ teens,” 
and a fire, which burned some sixty 
dwellings a few years ago, took. several 
churches. While the ordinance passed 
will be inoperativ, it only shows what 


facts. 
forces of nature they will exterminate us 
in a thousand different ways, and the whole 
of life is an eternal round of care and 
watchfulness to guard against accidents 
and disease. The only ‘‘ protecting care” 
under which mortal man exists is found in 
his ability to look out for himself, and 
when he depends on anything but human 


then do they reiterate it again and again? 

Labor alone creates all our valuable 
products. Law creates nothing. And if 
law givs to some what they would not 
otherwise get, it must take it from others 
—creating millionaires on the one hand 
and paupers on the other. 

After admitting that the tariff isa tax 
will Mr. Day please explain how taxing us 


efforts for protection and preservation he | heavier and heavier enriches us more and 


invariably gets left. Prayers are as pow- 


more, as most people evade taxation as 


erless in time of need as one of your cor- | much ag possible, which they probably 


respondent’s God arguments in a discus- 
sion, and this fact is becoming more gener- 
ally known than when the priest was the 


would not do if they knew how it en- 
tiched (?) them? l 
To be logical, advocates of Freethought 


only man permitted to think and express | should advocate moral (not immoral) free- 
thoughts on such subjects. The philoso- | dom in everything—that is, the freedom 
pher leaves the domain of emotion and | to do any moral thing. For, without the 


sentiment to women and such men as 
need an imaginary God to walk with 
through life, for in his department of 
thought, which relates entirely to the con- 


freedom to morally act, what is the free- 
dom to think—?. e., Freethought—worth? 
Freedom to think, without the freedom to 
express that thought, availed the tortured 


neotion of causes and effects, he finds the | victim of the Inquisition butlittle. Free- 


feelings are not suitable things to rely on 
in a search for facts. 
Yes, we can dispense with the ‘‘Deity” 
because the world has run up to the pres- 
' ent time without such & factor, and when 
the present imaginary one now roosting 
like an incubus on the dome of thought 
is shook off and discarded by those thus 
afflicted they will find they hay lost noth- 
ing essential to their welfare or happiness. 
Good-bye, God. C. SxvERANOR. 


Is Freedom of Trade Immoral 2 
BnauATHEDSVILLE, MD., Oct. 12, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: In your columns, October 
6th, Mr. Preston Day replies to my ques- 
tions in THE TRUTH SESKER of September 
15th; but answer No. 1 antagonizes an- 
swers No. 4, 5, and 6. 

Pointing to our higher civilization and 
wonderful progress, Christians say the co- 
existiug Christianity caused it, and point- 
ing to cheaper goods and higher wages, 
Protectionists (including Mr. Day) say the 
coéxisting high tariff caused it. Both 
classes of enthusiasts fail to see that two 
things or conditions may coéxist without 
either one causing the other. They are 
unaware of the fact that both these results 
came, not because of, but in spite of the 
**oeguses" they attribute. New inven- 
tions, better machinery, and improved 
processes of manufacture hav cheapened 
goods. And as wages are the laborer's 
share of his product, his wages (or share) 
hav risen somewhat with his increased 
production. 

When tariffs originally designed for the 
very purpose of increasing prices, lower 
them, then will reaction be greater than 
its parent action and perpetual motion 
become possible. Competition may reduce 
prices, but ‘‘trusts” and tariffs never do. 
And world-wide competition is greater 
than nation-bound, state-bound, or county- 
bound competition, and hence reduces 
prices most. 

The law of ‘‘supply and demand ”— 
competition—sets the price of wages just 
as it sets the price of goods. Rich em- 
ployers pay no higher wages than poor 
ones do, and millionaires buy both goods 
and labor as cheaply as poor men do. 

The fashion of *'tipping " waiters ap- 
parently increases their wages by the 
amount of the ‘‘tip.” Butin the ‘‘high- 
toned ” hotels, where ‘‘ tips " are constant 
and regular, men are so anxious to get 
these ''tips" that they consent to work 
for less wages. And, in some cases, wait- 
ers hav even been willing to relinquish all 
wages and pay the proprietor something 
for the privilege of working for him. 

Hence, a subsidy of $1 per day paid 
from the federal treasury direct to jour- 
neymen shoemakers would not eventually 
raise their wages one iota; for so many 
persons would flock into this more desir- 
able occupation that their wages, like 
those of the **tipped" waiters, would soon 
fall to the common level. And this is 
equally true of every other vocation. So 

“if we cannot raise men's wages, even by 
paying them a direct bounty or subsidy, 
much less can we raise their wages by 
paying their employers the bounty or 
subsidy and leaving it to their own sweet 
will to distribute it among their employees. 
Ought not any honest protectionist who 
fully understands this be ashamed to ever 
. again assert that bounties, subsidies, or 
tariffs raise the laborer's wages? Why 


thought must logically include the free- 
dom to morally act. Freedom to trade— 
i. e., free trade—and freedom to migrate 
—4. e., free immigration and emigration— 
are logical concomitants of Freethought. 
If trading is notimmoral we should be 
free to trade—i. e., hav free trade. 

By themselvs producing '*a the sugar 
consumed" therein, would not states, coun- 
ties, and families reap as much benefit (?) 
as nations? If not, why not? Is this not 
likewise true of tin, etc.? 

If trade is not mutually beneficial, why 
do men trade? -If imports displace (?) 
American labor, then to that extent must 
we get their goods gratis. For, aside 
from character and health, the only thing 
we are reluctant to giv for goods is labor 
or that which costs us labor to replace. 
How can these imported gifts injure us? 

As people are entirely free to morally 
use fire and water they should be entirely 
free to morally trade. If not, why not? 

Why not, by free trade, leave every 
individual to decide for himself under what 
circumstances foreign trade is or is not 
injurious? 

“Trusts” are formed by ‘‘ cornering” 
the market on certain classes of goods and 
are facilitated and fostered by tariffs in 
exact ratio, as it is easier to corner the 
product of a single nation than that of the 
entire world. -Hence Mr. Day’s absurd 
and reckless allegation that ‘‘all trust 
men. * : * are free trade tariff reform- 
ers" is equaled only by his sweepingly 
broad assertion that ‘‘nobody ever said 
the tariff was not a tax," as though he 
could vouch that nobody in the world had 
ever said a certain thing. As a matter of 
fact, there is no protectionist assertion 
more common than this that the tariff is 
not a tax. So common is it that is a mat- 
ter of astonishment that Mr. Day should 
not make use of it himself, and our aston- 
ishment turns to amazement when we find 
him repudiating it as having ever been 
made use of by a protectionist. If he will 
turn to TEE TRUTH SEgxERof August 25th, 
this year, he will see that Mr. Charles O. 
Hays, a red-hot protectionist, writes, in 
an article which appears on the same page 
with one of Mr. Day’s own, that the claim 
that the tariff is a taxis a ‘‘rotten dogma,” 
a ‘‘glaring fraud;" that it is **as absurd 


as the plagues of Egypt," ‘‘as untenable. 


as the geology of Moses,” and ‘‘has been 
refuted a thousand difterent times, in a 
thousand different ways, by a thousand 
different facts" Mr. Hays and Mr. Day 
should ** get together.” 

As well declare that the chick should go 
back into its shell or we to our cradle, as 
claim that, because England once had 
protection, we must forever wear these 
cast-off protection garments of England's. 

We claim that this is the ‘“‘land of the 
Íree "—then why should we not be free to 
irade? D. WEBSTER Grou. 


Progress and Woman Suffrage. 


San Josh, CAL., Sept. 30, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Since the arrival of the 
grand old TRUTH SEEKER of the 22d inst. 
some friends hav asked me to write my 
opiniops on the much debated subject, 
** Are Women Capable of Using the Electiv 
Franchise Intelligently?” . 
Notwithstanding.the somewhat lengthy 


and very able article written upon the: 


negativ side of the question by Mrs. R. H. 


| Schwartz (who is a personal friend of 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 27, 1894. 
SS E E M 


Unless we watch and fight the 


mine) which appeared in Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER a week ago, it seems to me that 
the facts do not warrant her conclusions. 

I fear that my highly esteemed friend 
is viewing the matter through very dark 
glasses; I fail to find the present condi- 
tions as she depicts them, 

Several years ago I too was of the same 
opinion as Mrs. Schwartz is to-day, but 
since that time I hav come in contact with 
hundreds of women, both in a business 
sense and in private life, and I find that 
the woman of whom my friend draws such 
8 vivid pen picture is the exception rather 
than the ruie at the present time. "The 
fashionable as well as the religious world 
is not standing still, but it is moving for- 
ward to-day more directly than it has moved 
before since the beginning of the Christian 
era. AsI go into the homes of my Liberal 
and Christian friends I do not find the 
trashy novels such as one found so often 
some eight or ten years ago, but instead 
the more progressiv and educational pub- 
lications of the times. As I walk through 
the streets of San José and other cities I 
cannot fail to notice that the small wasp- 


like figure is"as rarely seen as was the] 


common-sense waist a few years since. I 
am acquainted with women whose waists 
are naturally small who, owing to the 
tendency of the times toward a more 
rational mode of dress, are forced to make 
their garments with sashes and shirrings 
so as to hav their waists correspond with 
the rest of the body to present a more 
symmetrical figure. And the mind of 
woman has expanded in proportion with 
her waist. Unless the shoe dealers hav 
misinformed me women to-day are wear- 
ing larger shoes than they huv in the past 
twenty-five years. As for powder, I re- 
member a large assemblage of people that 
I was in not long since where one young 
lady’s face was disfigured with our modern 
preparation of chalk. She was the novelty 
of the evening, all eyes were upon her, 
not with admiration, but with wonder, 
while some of the more sensitiv actually 
blushed when they viewed the pitiable 
and very unusual spectacle. 

We all know that woman’s sphere has 
broadened wonderfully within the last 
fifty years. To-day she is admitted to 
universities and colleges where, only a 
few years ago, the door was shut in her 
face. She has entered the professional 
field and proven herself to be as capable 
as her more favored brother. She, in 
spite of herself, is fast leaving the faith 
that comforted her mother and grand- 
mother and is seeking shelter under the 
wide-spreading branches of the banyan- 
tree of liberty. 

If we read the signs of the times aright 
we will see that, although the apparent 
trend of Protestantism is toward the union 
of church and state, there is in reality a 
strong undercurrent of Liberalism in the 
ocean of religious thought and belief to- 
day which is moving on steadily and irre- 
sistibly toward non-religious politics. 
Like the gulf stream, it carries with it to 
certain destruction the icebergs of an 
ancient mythology, with their frozen fos- 
sils, into the warmer waters of modern 
scientific thought. One marked evidence 
thereof is the number of Protestant sects 
refusing to take money appropriated by 
Congress this summer for sectarian pur- 
poses. 

Had my friend been with me ata meet- 
ing of the Prohibition party that I attended 
recently, which was opened by prayer, 
and had she heard the derogatory remarks 
made by a great many strictly church 
people as to the good policy of bringing 
religion into politics, she would hav been 
greatly encouraged. 

Surely any one watching the results of 
the elections in states where suffrage has 
been granted the women cannot help but 
note how intelligently and independently 
of her brothers’ and ministers’ opinions 
she uses the ballot. For instance, in 
Colorado. this spring, where women for 
the first time in the history of the state 
exercised the right of the electiv franchise, 
the old prejudices were overthrown. The 
women hay taken hold of public matters 


as perfectly independent citizens, and all 


parties and candidates hav to figure upon 
their vote as an uncertain factor. ‘lhey 
formed clubs throughout the state, in 
which they made a careful and systematic 
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study of political and social questions, 
which we all know has a tendency to en- 
lighten the mind of woman and lift her 
out of her narrow, superstitious surround- 
ings to a purer air and broader view. 

The enfranchisment of women, at least 
in Kansas, seems to hav had the effect of 
bringing her toa realizing sense of the 
necessity of dress reform, where it is re- 
ported by the papers that large clubs of 
women are formed, who pledge themselvs 
to wear the reform suits. And itis safe to 
sey that similar resulta would become 
universal under like circumstances. 

Another instance in woman's favor is the 
fact that in Colorado she made fewer mis- 
takes in the use of the Australian ballot 
system than did her father and brothers, 
One more argument on her side is that 
a very small percentage of the ministers . 
favor woman suffrage, as they realize only 
too well that when womau once has the 
ballot she will soon consider a right to 
vote the duty to vote, and that it will re- 
sult in her neglecting her church and mis- 
sionary work for secular affairs, conse- 
quently affecting their bread and butter. 

I do not believe that the women of this 
country would steer the ship of state into 
the harbor ofa Presbyterian winter resort. 
They might sail near enough to receive a 
whiff of the hot air, which would only 
make them bear away into deeper water 
and finally anchor our good old vessel in 
the peaceful harbor of a Liberal summer- 
resort. 

I believe it is only by giving woman the 
responsibility of handling the ballot that 
she will awaken from the long mental 
lethargy that she has been in since relig- 
ious fanaticism threw its mantle of dark- 
ness over the minds of humanity and 
cause her to study and strive to wear the 
habiliments of wisdom, usefulness, and in- 
dependence. If, before she is freed from 
the shackles of superstitiou (after she has 
a right to vote), there is to be a desparate 
struggle for us to retain our liberty, I 
hope that it will come in our day, that I 
may be able to add my energies to the 
emancipation of woman from the thraldom 
of preacher and priestcraft, so that the 
substance and not the shadow of Liberty 
shall reign universally from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, and the future generations 
liv in peace. 

My friend surely cannot apprehend any 
danger from that ''religious serpent at 
the polls," when she recognizes ita size as 
compared with our strength. The entire 
church membership of the United States 
is put by the census statistics at 20, 643,000, 
and we must remember that a great many 
of this number are in favor of non-religious 
politics, while the majority of the remain- 
ing 60,000,000 or so are more or less liberal 
or they would be tied to some church, 

We need not hold a magnifying glass be- 
fore our eyes to see that the wheels of 
progress are turning slowly but surely, 
steadily bearing along to a higher plane of 
thought and action the nineteenth century 
car of civilization. 

Tf we will consider that at the election 
next November there will be submitted to 
the people of Califorpia proposed consti- 
tutional amendments to be balloted upon, 
in which it is provided that no person 
convicted of any infamous crime, no per- 
son hereafter convicted of the embezzle- 
ment or misappropriation of public money, 
and no person who shall not be able to 
read the-constitution in the English lan- 
guage and write his name shall ever ex- 
ercise the privilege of an elector in this 
state, we will see that there is an attempt 
being made in this land of sunshine (8s 
well as being agitated in other states) to 
hav the educational qualification for 
voters. As there are three out of the four 
political parties in California which in- 
dorse woman suffrage, the day is not far 
distant when intelligent men sud women 
will stand shoulder to shoulder upon the 
great plane of mental, religious, and polit- 
ical equality, and cast their ballot for the 
best interests of our country. 

The Liberals who take the negativ side 
of this question must feel highly honored 
to know that they stand on the same plat- 
form with Cardinal Gibbons and other 
distinguished prelates. I would like to 
say much more, but fear if I do this let- 
ter will be consigned to the waste-basket 


for its length. Yours for the emancipa- 
tion of woman, Ouana F. HARKER. 
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@kildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
. - That is known as the Children's Hour." 


The Sun Will Shine Again. 


What though the day be dark and drear, 
The meadow wet with rain, 

Look up and smile and hav no fear— 
The sun will shine again. 


The leaden cloud, the whistling wind, 
May bring but notes of pain, 

But with the morrow thou shalt find 
The sun doth shine again. 


Rhadows may dim the onward way 
With mist and murky stain, 

But by and by, with banners gay, 
Cometh the suo again. 


And so in all the ways of life, 
On land and o’er the main, 
Foretold it is through toil and strife, 
The sun will shine again. 


Susan H. WixoN. 
PEERS RCM: 


The Inquirendo Club. 
VII. 

** Aunt Margaret," faid Arthur at the 
next meeting of the Inquirendo Club, 
“hav you ever read Delia Bacon’s work 
on * The Pbilosopby of the Plays of Shak- 
spere Unfolded'?" And as Aunt Margaret 
answered in the affirmativ, he continued, 
impatiently: ** Well, then, auntie, do you 
think she proved that the Shaksperean 
plays were really written by Lord Bacon?" 

‘She endeavored to prove it," an- 
swered his aunt, ‘‘but no biographer I 
know of has accepted her views. It is a 
difficult thing to settle, because there is 
really nothing to build upon but one's 
theories. Myself, I hav thought more of 
Lord Bacon's authorship than that of the 
so-called William Shakspere—a poor, ill- 
paid actor. Lord Francis Bacon was one 
of the greatest writers of his time—one of 
the most penetrating and far-reaching, 
witha remarkably vivid imagination. He 
was born in the year 1561 and died Jan. 
22, 1626. His mother was the learned 
Anna Cooke, a woman noted for her 
superior education and high moral qual. 
ities. Bacon early evinced his superior 
powers, so that at the age of thirteen the 
queen was fond of calling him her ‘‘young 
lord keeper.” He was sent to the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge, which he quitted after 
a period of three years with a general dis- 
satisfaction with the method of teaching 
employed there and a low estimate of the 
Aristotelian philosophy, thus severing him- 
self from the literary class of thinkers of 
his time.  Biographers do not clothe 
Lord Bacon with the moral qualities of 
his mother. He perjured himself upon 
several occasions to elicit favors from 
King James I and his royal favorit, 
Villiers. In 1618, while acting under the 
authority of attorney, he tried to extort a 
confession of treason from an old clergv- 
man by cruelly torturing him on the rack. 
These, while marking Lord Bacon’s public 
life with meanness and dishonor, gave him 
shining laurels in the way to kingly favors. 
In 1619 he was made lord chancellor with 
the title of Lord Verulam. In the year 
following he was created Viscount St. 
Albans. It is easy, however, to ascribe 
Bacon’s reckless extravagance and relent- 
less search for power and opulence to the 
corrupting morals of that age. Then, as 
now, an official signified cunning, and 
Bacon’s friendship for the notorious Earl 
of Essex probably aggravated a natural 
propensity for raseality. That ‘evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners’ is 
true. Often the best of men, after a 
career of public life, find their names 
linked with accounts of evil doings that 
they would fain erase from their record, 
but which were apparently necessary by 
the conditions surrounding them. So 
with Lord Francis Bacon, whose works 
alone form a treasury of the deepest 
knowledge of human relations, conveyed 
in a gorgeous and energetic style. He is 
regarded by his countrymen as the father 
of inductiv philosophy—inventor and first 
teacher of the method of interrogating 

- nature by observation and.experiment and 
inductiy reasoning. And if recent criti- 


eisms hav dethroned him from the position 
which for centuries he occupied in relation 
to the physical sciences by showing that 
his doctrins, experiments, and writings 
hav not materially affected their course, it 
is only to leave him free to be placed in a 
position no less dignified in relation to 
social and human philosophy.” 

Aunt Margaret paused for & moment, 
and Florence, who had been very deeply 
interested in the conversation, now took 
oceasion to remark: 

**Tt seems improbable to me that a man 
eruel enough to torture another upon the 
rack to extort & confession should hav 
written ‘The quality of mercy is not 
strained,’ and the other beautiful ex- 
pressions attributed to Shakspere.” 


“Not any more strange than that of 
George Eliot preacbing submission and 
practicing license—denouncing  egoism 
and then living ouf its principles as eluci- 
dated by present philosophers," rejoined 
Arthur, while Aunt Margaret said: ‘‘ It is 
a peculiarity with many writers that their 
works belie their lives. Fancy will fondly 
create a noble author for a noble work, 
but realism more often banishes the pleas- 
ant dream by exposing. an unpleasant 
reality.” 

“Like the discovery of Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox eating pork and beans,” suggested 
Arthur. 

**T once.read an anecdote about Jane 
Austen’s hero worship,” said Florence, 
and she appeared to particularly central- 
ize her adoration upon William Makepeace 
Thackeray. One day, to her infinit de- 
light, she was invited to attend a dinner 
party which Thackeray also attended, and 
the kind hostess, probably aware of the 
authoress’s preference, placed her at the 
side of her favorit hero. Now Thackeray 
was a very hearty eater and although, as 
he related afterward, he could see dis- 
appointment and chegrin deepening upon 
Jane Austin’s face, he continued to refill 
hia plate again and again. Finally, he 
was both startled and amused to hear his 
companion exclaim, clutching his arm in 
her eagerness and arresting the departure 
of his fifth potato: ‘O Mr. Thackeray, 
don't" in both a tragic and despairing 
manner." 

Aunt Margaret smiled at Florence’s 
narrativ and Ernestine remarked, apropos 
of their Shaksperean discussion; ‘‘ If the 
works of Shakspere were written by such 
an unprincipled man as Lord Bacon I will 
hay no more confidence in Portia's genius, 
Perdita's virtue, or Celia's constancy, nor 
ever thrill to the sublime declaration: 


** Love is not love which alters 
When it alteration finds.” 

**Now you are as bad as Jane Austen 
trying to prevent Thackeray from eating 
potatoes," said Ralph, which amused 
Arthur so much that he shouted with 
laughter, immediately perceiving the 
poiut of the joke. 

Lillie turned the current of the conver- 
sation by remarking: ‘‘ Jane Austen wrote 
‘Pride and Prejudice.’ Was her rame 
original or assumed?" 

‘Oh, original," said Arthur.  '*She 
was the daughter of & Steventon rector in 
England. She had a very superior educa- 
tion and was endowed with what Aunt 
Margaret calls ‘high moral qualities.’ 
Possessing numerous personal attractions 
which made many friends, she commenced 
writing stories at an early age, but the 
first to attract public attention were, 
‘Sense and Sensibility’ (1811), ‘Pride 
and Prejudice’ (1813), ‘Mansfield Park’ 
(1814), and ‘Emma’ (1816). The great 
merit in her novels is simplicity in style, 
accurate and truthful, portraying with 
vividness the every-day life of the middle 
classes in England. Sir Walter Scott 
said of her: ‘That young lady has a talent 
for describing the involvements, feelings, 
and characters of ordinary life which is to 
me the most wonderful I ever met with. 
The big bow-wow I can do myself like any- 
one going, but the exquisit touch which 
renders commonplace things and charac- 
ters interesting from the truth of the de- 
scription and sentiment is denied me. 
And let me add right here that if ever an 
author lived who was willing to accord 
praise toa fellow-writer that person was 
Sir Walter Scott. Not only has he made 
the world richer by romantic illustrations 
of important historical incidents, but he 
left a record of generosity and chivalry 
unequaled by any of his characters. He 
was a man of noble impulses and a passion 
for accuracy of description together with 
& conscientious love of truth. A patriot, 
naturally he was a little biased in political 
events; but he acknowledged the fact and 
was proud of it. Every nook and cranny 
in Scotland was dear to him. And I re- 
gard Sir Walter Scott as one of the most 
entertaining writers of the day.” 

“I also share your enthusiasm,” said 
Ernestine, ‘‘ but we hav no more time to 
eulogize this evening. It is growing 


late." 
. Acting upon this hint, the club ad- 
journed, Ipa BALLOU. 
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Religion and the Bible. 
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A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 
Subjects— 


Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible. II. God and the Devil. IIT. Is the Bible Con- 
tradictory? 1V. Jesus—Was He the Fulfüllment of Hebrew Prophecy and Expectancy? V. Jesus 
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Punishment. XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. 


j seek the Light. 
A Book that should pein the hands of all who seek the ide 
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FREETHINKERS' PICTORIAL TEXT-BOOK, 


SHOWING 


THE ABSURDITY AND UNTRUTHFUL- 
NESS OF THE OHUROH'S CLAIM 
To BE A DIVINE AND BENEFI- 
CENT INSTITUTION, AND RE- 
VEALING THE ABUSES 
OF A UNION OF 
OHURCH AND 
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Illustrations. 
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FACTS, 
HISTORY, 
STATISTICS, 
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OPINIONS oF SCHOL. 
ARS 


TO MAINTAIN THE ARGUMENT OF 
THE ARTIST. 
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A most extraordinary publication. We venture the assertion that nothing like it has ever be- 
fore appeared in this country, and it is very doubtful if another one like it will ever again be pub- 
lished. We must give the Truth Seeker Conipany the credit of putting the book in the reach of all. 
At twice the prica it world have been a cheap book. Artist Heston as a portrait-painter and de- 
signer is a wonderful success. and we judge from our own feelings that nearly every Liberal in 
america will desire a cop y of this most wonderful volume.—{Freethinkers’ Magazine. 


Mr. Heston deserves ‘o be called the artist-hero of Liberalism , He has dedicated his genius to 
Freethought, and has done fai: hful and noble work for the cause of right and truth. But the pict- 
ures do not make up the whole of :his volume. There are nearly two hundred pages of readinz 
matter thot serve first as expianations of the illustrations, and secondly as texts to prove the utter - 
faisity of the church’s professions and the bypocrisy of those who uphold them. Altogether the 
book is one of tne best weapons against Christianity and the church that has ever been put n the 


hands of Freethinkers,—[Boston Investigator. e 
Price, board covers, $2; cloth, $2.50- 
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By the censns of 1890, the 
&bove is the value of 
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. Something ? 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


Church Property|getter’ wonLp. 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Onr pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Censns of 1890, 
the Valne, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominational 
Gronps. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pnb- 
lished. In no other work are the facts, figures, 
and arguments to be fonnd. The fignres. bein, 
derived from the Government Census of 1890. wi. 
not be superseded until the censns of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are nnanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so long 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffered 
to exist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution, by 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


Ten copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fiftv copies. 27 - - - 4.50 
One hundred copies - - 8.00 


Larger anantities at special rates. 
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Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 
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WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS ? 
Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D 
Fourth Edition. 
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Part IIf.—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


... Chapters. 
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, ers. 


: Press Notices. 
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friends ave some hard nuts tocrack if they 
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This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.—Tne Freethinker, London. 
8 a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture 2 the nineteenth centnry.—JProgressive 
nker. 
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For I dipt into the fnture,far as human eyecould 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without & sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed." 

There is something of “Looking 
Baekward" in this book, with & spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, 50 cents. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


_ An old Spanish proverb says: ‘‘Mankind 
is an ass who kicks those who endeavor to 
take off his panniers.” 


Ir Christ rose from the dead, why did 
he not appear to his enemies? Why did 
he not call on Caiaphas, the high priest? 
Why did he not make another triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem ?—Jngersoll. 


No GREAT art ever rose or ever can rise 
that is based upon imitation or that sacri- 
fices truth for effect. No great sculpture 
will come till it comes out of spontaneous 
effort. Veritism does not enslave, it- sets 
free.— Hamlin Garland. 


Bur little do or can the best of us; 
That little is achieved through liberty. 
Who, then, dares hold, emancipated thus— 
His fellow shall continue bound? NotI, 
Who liv, labor freely, nor discuss 
A brother's right to freedom. 

— Robert Browning. 


'THovaH most of our pleasures are to be 
accepted as concomitants of those various 
expenditures of energy conduciv to self- 
sustentation and sustentation of family, 
yet the pursuit of pleasure for pleasure's 
sake is to be sanctioned, and even en- 
joined, when primary duties hav been ful- 
filled.— Herbert Spencer. 


SELF-DEVPLOPMENT ' ' "' is an aim 
for al; an aim which will make all 
Stronger, and saner, and wiser, and better. 
It will make each in the end more helpful 
to humanity. To be sound in wind and 
limb; to be healthy of body and mind; to 
be educated, to be emancipated, to be 
free, to be beautiful—these things are 
ends toward which all should strain, and 
by attaining which all are happier in 
themselvs, and more useful to others.— 
Grant Allen. 


Narorw and books belong to the eyes 
that see them. Itdepends on the mood of 
the man, whether he shall see the sunset 
or the fine poem. There are always sun- 
sets, and there is always genius; but only 
a few hours so serene that we relish nature 
or criticism. The more or less depends 
on structure or temperament. Tempers- 
ment is the iron wire on which the beads 
are strung. Of what use is fortune or 
talent to a cold and defectiv nature?— 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


THERE are classes who assume a function 
and authority which does not naturally 
belong to them. In medicin, the profes- 
sional doctor; in law, the professional 
lawyer; in art, in literature, in theology, 
in ethics, the professional, class-proud 
leader—in each, that man, or those many 
men, in whom pride of profession rises 
above and makes little of that final human 
poise and service which arbitrates between 
what is ephemeral and what is of infinit 
moment.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Ws liv in a small, bright oasis of knowl- 
edge surrounded on all sides by & vasil"un- 
explored region of impenetrable mystery. 
From age to age the strenuous labor of 
successiv generations wins a small strip 
from the desert and pushes forward the 
boundaries of knowledge. Of such tri- 
umphs we are justly proud. It is a less 
attractiv task—but yet it has its fascina- 


In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 
* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 


inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 
Just published in a large and hand- 


some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


tion as well ag uses—to turn our eyes to 
the undiscovered country which still re- 
mains to be won, to some of the stupen- 
dous problems of natural study which still 
defy our investigation.— Lord Salisbury. 


SorentrFic truth has likewise this trait 
of its own: It is absolutely open to the 
world; it is as free as air, as visible as 
light. There is no such thing about it as 
an inner secret, a mysterious gnosis shared 
by the favored few, the select illuminati, 
concealed from the vulgar horde, or 
masked to them under ambiguous terms. 
Wherever you find mystery, concealment, 
oceultism, you may be sure that the spirit 
of science does not dwell and, what is 
more, that it would be an unwelcome in- 
truder. Such pretensions belong to 
pseudo-science, to science falsely so-called, 
shutting itself out of the light because it 
is afraid of the light.—Daniel G. Brinton. 


Many writers tell us that Rome and the 
other empires of ancient times were over- 
thrown by the influence of luxury; but 
this assertion indicates & complete miscon- 
ception of the main causes of the decline 
and disappearance of nations. The dis- 
astrous checks to national progress hav 
never been caused by the luxury, general 
happiness, or wealth of the people, but 
mainly by their poverty and misery. As 
the number of slaves increased, they were 
treated with more severity, and, when war 
came, they gave their direct or indirect 
assistance to the public enemy. Those 
fight best who hav the most to fight for. 
and it has always been observed that the 
nobles and those classes who lived in the 
most luxurious manner walked most com- 
posedly into the jaws of death.—John S. 
Hittell. 


A Late Breakfast 


is often caused by a late milkman. No 
cream for the coffee or oatmeal has de- 
layed manya morning meal. Keep 8 sup- 
ply of Borden’s Peerless Brand Evaporated 
Cream in the house, and avoid such an- 
noyances, 


GLASS CARDS. SILK BANNERS. 
ETNA For DUPLICATE SIGNS 


GIVEN FOR 
J, U. MANUTH, 210 Blue Island Ave»; Chicago, 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauers Celebrated 


Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 
The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


BOCKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Fhe Bible of Nature: A Contribution 

nto the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. È 

fhe Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 

Physical Educatioun ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, $i. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches = A Contribution to 

e Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Oloth ioo 
H SEEKER, 


dress 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 
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CHEAP EDITION. 


Hard Knocks 
at Christianity. 


By R. WHEELER. 


_ This book 1s just what its title implies—thump- 
ing whacks at superstition. It deals with the 
eftect of Christianity on the world, showing 
what Christians have done toadvance their relig- 
ion and impede the progress of man. It shows 
that Jesus was a false prophet. that the gospels 
are not authentic, and that Gi... vanity is a bor- 


rowed system of religion. That the Bible is not ' 


in accord with Science, that the atonement 
scheme is futile and foolish, and that religion is 
not areal benefit to man. 


Price, 20 cents, six for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


STATE OF OHI), CITY OF TOLEDO} s. 
Lucas County 2 
Franx J OnEgNEY makes oath that he is the 
senior partner of the firm of F. J. Cuenay & Co., 
doing eines ped City er Toledo, Mn 
1 i t sa 
Wd BM SP ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS for 
each and every cage of Ostarrh that, cannot be 
’3 CATARRH TAE. 
cured by the use o: FRANA 5 CHENEY. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed iu m 
presence, this 6th day of December, A. D. 1886. 


A. W. GLEASON, 
szat.} Notary Public. 
Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally and acts 
directly on the Piped and mucous, surfaces of 
stimonials, fres. 
the system. Sond CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 
§ Sold by Druggists, 75c. 


A Rare Chance to get first-class 
Freethought Bto, y Books or sixty pages or over 
7 en cents to vay postage on 
saniblos: Address THE LIBERAL PUB. GO, 
2f Portland. Kan. 


Books by S. P. Putnam. 


7, 
ZA 


the New God. Price, 10 cents. 
The Problem of the Universe, and Its 


Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 


Universology. Price, 20 cents. A 
Waifs and Wanderings, A New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 
cents. “A with 


rose epic of the war, ric. 
incident and dramatic power; breezy from 
first pago to last, with the living spirit of to 


day."—(John Swinton's Paper. 
Golden Throne, A Romance. ‘‘The au- 
thor certainly has, genius. ‘The divine 


creative spark is within him. The book is 
eG with manl thoughts expressed, in 
manly words—the transcript of a manly min 
Every Liberal should read * Golden Throne.’” 
—{Ingersoll, Price, $1. . M 
ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation in 
rhyme between the Nineteenth Centnry 
Infidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein 
it is shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price. 10 cents. 


Adami and Heva, A poetic version of 
the Jndian story of the Garden of Eden in 
whica its superiority to the mutilated copy— 
the Genesis legend—is shown. Tice, 10 cents. 

Gottlieb: His Life. A Freethought Ro- 
mance., Price, 3 cents. , 

My Religious Experience. Price, 25 cents, 
For all of the above address 

: THE TR 


UTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette place, New York 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES 


A new edition of that splendid prose Roem, 
“ Life,” by '"the prince of orators,” Coi. R. G. 
Ingersol. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
-urrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, * one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet: who, now, as far as we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. Itis printed on heavy boaru, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
98 Lafavette place. New York 


Force and Matter; 


Principles of the Natural Order or the Uni- 
verse, with a System of Morali y 
Based Thereon. 


By Proressorn LUDWIG BUCHNER, M.D. 


VeATENTS $ 

The Fitness of Th.ngs ir 
Nature (Teleology), 
an, 

Brain and Mind, 


Force and Matter. 
immortality of Matter, 
Immortality of Force, 
fofinity of Matter, 


ue of Matter, Thought, 
Motion, Consciousness, 
Form, | Seat of the Soul, 
framutebility of Natural Innate Ideas. 
Laws e [dea of God, 


T: 
Universality of Natural Personal Continuance, 
“tho Heavens The 8 ul of Brut 
, e Soul of Brutes 
Pericds of the Creation Free Will, 


of she Earth, | orality, 
Original Generation, Concluding Observa 
Secular Generation, fons. 


Prina. i40 Address THO 47RUTTSO SHUR KH 


WAS — rage. (59 
CHRIST TEC "E^ 
—2392) be CRUCIFIED? 


By AUSTIN BIERBOWER. 
A judicial consideration of the qúestionand the 


decision against the scriptures and the Christian 
tion. Price, 10 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


GHOST OF ST. JOHNS. 


By M. BABOOOK. Price, 15 cents. 


H 
H 


pM RR d ndn enl eR cnm Cd 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy, 
A Lecture : 
Delivered before the Brooklyn Ethical Association 
By TSADDEUS B. WAKEMAN. 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of 58 pages, fall of scientific 
thought. The story of this great scientist’s life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York Oity, 


THE HOLY CROSS SERIES, 


The Popes and Their Doings. Biograph- : 
ical sketches of the most noted of these vicars 
of Christ and vicegerents of God, showing what 
they have done, and what kind of men they were, 
It contains very plaiu statements,in very un- 
varnished language, ..nd the unmasking is com- 
plete, proving them to have been cruel, in- 

riguing, and licentious men. Considering the 
rapid growth of Catholicism in this country, 
this book cannot be too widely disseminate 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth,75 cents. 


The Awful Disclosures of Maria Monk, 
as exhibited in a narrative of her sufferings dur. 
ing her residence of five years as a novice, and 
two years as a black nun, in the Hotel Dien 
Nunnery, at Montreal. Perhaps not any anti- 
Catholic book published has created more ex- 
citement, and had such a circulation as. this 
work. To counteract its effects the Catholics 
circulated a story that Maria Monk was “no 
better than she should be,” but investigation 
disclosed that her “child of shame” was none 
other than the child of her priest-seducer. 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth 75 cents. ! 

Aurieular Confession and Popish Nun. 
neries, By Wm. Hogan, for twenty-five 

ears &confessing priest. A revelation of the 
icentious practices of the priests and nuns in 
these religious brothels. There is no question 
that Ex-priest Hogan knew the truth of the 
tales of vice, seduction, and infanticide he gives 
in this volume, and equally there is no question 
that if the people generally knew of them, Ca- 
tholicism would not be given the vast amounts 
of money now allowed it by our various city 
governments. Price, paper, 50 cents, cloth. 75 


cents. : 

The Priest in Absolution. A Review of 
the system of auricular confession, including 
copious extracts from the '*Oonfessional Un. 
masked,” from the “Master Key to Popery,” 
etc. The work is a protest against and an appeal 
to every American citizen to examine carefully 
and thoughtfully a religious system so invasive 
of privacy, so powerful for evil in licentions 
hands, 80 fraught with danger to female mod- 
esty, to the ingenuous openness of youth 
and to the freedom of thought, speech. and 
action. Price, paper, 25 cents. : 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed. A lecture by 
the Rey. Geo. Townsend Fox, of Durham, Eng- 
land. Revised American edition, showing the 
result in parishes of the Roman decree that 
priests shall not mary. Price, paper, 15 cents. 

Sister Lucy and Her Awful Disclosures 
Respeeting New Hall Convent, Bore- 
ham, Essex, England. Showing that convents 
= nimica) à chastity, virtue, and freedom. 

108, 3 BE xr. 
TRUTH SEEKER OO, 
25 Lafayette Place, Now York Clty, 


A SMALL | 


Freethought Library, 


ALL FOR $1.50. 


Evolution. 

By B. F. Underwood................Price 6 cents 
The World's Parliament of Religions. 

By Tenney.ioiis osa ao sasuawa s e.a. -Price 10 cents 
The Gods. 

By Ingersoll (with likeness)........ Price 20 cents 
Ingersoll Before The Unitarian Ctub...Price 6 cents 
Myth of the Great Deluge. 

ə By MceCann................ év ee naue Price 15 cents - 
Evolution of the Devil. « 

By Henry Frank........ ida ada alo a Price 25 cents 
The Bruno Monument In Rome........ Price 12 centa 
Church and State. 

By “Jefferson *,........... areata’ Price 10 cents 
Religion of Humanity. 

By Benwell.................... »... Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll on Roscoe Conkling........ Price 4_cents 
Dwight L. Moody. 

By Susan H. Wixon............ »...Price 5 cents 
Christian Religion. 

By an Old Farmer................. Price 15 cents 
God in the Constitution. 

? By Ingersoll............... eese Price 10 cents 
Effacement of Christianity. ; o 
By Holyoake.......... TT Price 10 centa 


Life and Career of Bradlaugh. 

By Holyoake............. eee Price 15 cents 
Ingersoll's Address on Thomas Paine, Price 6 cents 
Standing Up for Jesus. 


By H. L. Green.................... Price 4 cents 
Religion in the Republic. 

By M. A. Freeman...............4- Price 6 cents 
Never-Ending Life Assured by Science. 

By Tenney................. eee Price 6 cents 
Charles Darwin (Illustrated). 

By Flower & Wakeman........... Price 15 cents 
Jehovah Interviewed. .................. Price 6 centa 
Cosmology against Theology. e. 

% By Vindex.................. 2s Price 15 conta 


AU in a Nutshell. 


By ABA AUGER. 
A condensation of the fundamental argument 
against Ohristianity. 
A Very Good Little Missienary Work. 
Price, 15 cents. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 2", 1894. 


68"? 


Esp THUMBSCREW AND RACK, stzsonatn 


10 Cts . 
PER COPY 


12 COPIES AQEZ 
- 81.00 
Sent Post Paid 


TORTURE INSTRUMENTS employed in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries for 
the Promulgation of Christianity. Being the Nuremberg Collection, and including specimens from 
The Holy Inquisition. 

THIRTY-FIVE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Spanish Collar, Thumbscrew, Iron Collar, the Rack, the Iron Crown, Leg Crusher, the Stocks 
the Heretic Catcher, the Iron Boot, the Hot Mitten, a Honth pear (gag), Tron Masks recommended 
py the Inquisition, Breaking and Burning on the Wheel, the Ducking Cage, the Chastity Belt for 
women, the Spider, the Iron Virgin Up to 


ate. the Execution Bell, etc. . 

* T used to read in books," says Colonel Ingersoll, * how our fathers persecuted mankind BntI 
never appreciated it. lreadit,butitdid not burn itself into my soul. I did not really appreciate 
theinfamies that have been committed in the name of religion until [saw the iron arguments tha: 
Christians used." e e 

Price, 10 Cents per Copy. "= ~ 12 Copies for $1.00 
BUY A DOLLAR'S WORTH AND SCATLER THEM AMONG YOUR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS: 
| Address THE 1RUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


EVERY Woman Ought to Read It. Every LIBERAL Woman 
and Man Will Want It. 


WOMAN, CHURCH, AND STATE. 


By Matilda Joslyn Gage. 


This is Mrs. Gage’s latest and crowning work. It is THE book to show how 
the church has enslaved woman and kept and keeps her in an inferior position. A 
glance at its contents will show this: 


The first chapter—the Matriarchate—shows that under the old civilizations woman had great 
freedom, but that the tendency of Christianity from the first was to restrict her liberty. In this 
chapter Mrs. Gage claims that to the Matriarchate—or Mother-rule—the world is indebted for its 
firat conceptio. of inherent rights. . vA 

Chapter LI deals with the theological dogmas of original sin and celibacy. Woman, by the 
church, was not regarded as à human being; marriage was looked upon as vile: wives were sold 
as s1aV-8; Women driven to suicide; the influence of the church was unfavorable to virtue. The 
celibacy of the clergy produced degrading sensuality, and woman was the victim of these brutes. 

_ Chapter III is on The Canon Law, showing how the church controled woman by making the 
legitimacy of marriage depend upon its own control of the ceremony. Ancient civilization gave 
place to Christian barbarism, the clergy became a distinct body—at once a holy” and an unholy 
caste. Learning w-s prohibited to women, husbands prohibited from leaving them more than one- 
shied of their property; daughters couid be disinherited, sons could not. The Reformation effected 
no change. . : . . E 

, Chapter IV—Marquette—is on Feudalism and its degradation of women, the rights of “lords 
spiritual,” the immorality of the heads of. the church, baptism of nude women in the early Christian 
church. It also deals with some of the later-day abuses of females, like our Northwestern pineries. 
the English debaucheries, governmental crime-makers, etc. = d 

. Chapter V—Witchcraft. In the days of this phase of religious insanity Mrs. Gage shows how the 
possession of even a little learning was sufficient cause to suspect a woman of witchcraft, that to keep 
a pet was dangerous, so rabid were the clergy not to suffer œ witch to liv. This persecution for 
witchcraft was a continuance of the church’s policy for obtaining un'verss] dominion over mankind. 
Women physicians of the Middle Ages were persecuted, and the * Pilgrim Fathers” continued it in 
America. The first synod convened in America was to try a woman for heresy, and others were 
stripped and whipped for not agreeing with the clergy. : 

he chapter ou ** Wives” shows how the disruption of the Roman empire was unfavorable to the 
personal and proprietary rights, of woman—that the sale of daughters was practiced in England 
seven hundred years after it was Christianized—that the practice of buying wives was regulated by 
law—that women wera not permitted to read the Bible—that they were not admitted as witnesses— 
that civil marriage is opposed by the church. f M 

In Chapter is shown how polygamy was sustained by the Christian church, that the first 
synod of the Reformation convened to sanction this institution, that Luther and the other" prin- 
sipal reformers” favored it, as well as the American Board of Foreign Missions. The Mormon the- 
ocracy is shown to be similar to that of other Christian sects. E 7 

In the !ast three chapters Mrs. Gage treats of the opposition of the church to the amelioration 
of woman's sufferings as interference with, her “curse,” of woman's degradation by the church to 
labors unfit for slaves, of woman's " inferiority,” as taught by the church to-day, and of how little 


value Christianity has been and is to civilization. 

The work is a burning protest against the tremendous wrong done woman by 
the church, which controled the state. Itis also extremely valuable as history. No 
woman, it seems to us, can read it and remain a supporter of the religious institution 
which has crushed her individuality, her mentality, and degraded her person. To the 
woman's cause it opens an Age of Reason. It ought to be widely read for the good it 
will do. 


In cloth, $%3 in nalf-leather binding, $8. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEK" 


 HAND-BOOK 


F 


FREETHOUGHT 


By W. S. BELL. 


——— 


Oontaining in condensed and systematized form a 
Ww vast amount of evidence against the superstitious doc- 

P! trines of Christianity. As & book of reference and aid 
to all truth seekers it is invaluable. Its classification 
of subjects makes it a hand-book. AslIngersoll said of 
Paine's "Age of Reason,” it enables somebody in every village to “corner the parson.” Its wide 
variety of subjects include ali the disputed points between Christianity and Freethought. 
Cloth, $1; paper. 50 cents, ddress HE TBUTH SEEKER 


PEN PICTURES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 


By SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 


It is, besides being a complete Guide-Book, the best description of the Fair yet 
given—poetie, beautiful, accurate. It describes the inauguration ceremonies, gives 
the director-general’s address, the efforts to close the Fair Sundays and the triumph 
of the Sunday-openers; describes the various buildings and what they contain, and is, 
all in all, the very best picture of the Fair that can be painted with a pen. 


ILLUSTRATED. 
A MAP OF JACKSON PARK, enabling the visitor to make his way around, 
and the stay-at-home to see where he went. 
BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE FAIR, enabling one to comprehend at s 
glance the magnitude of the Exposition, the greatest ever known to the present time. 


Address THE TRUTP SEEKER. 


ingle copy, 3b cents. Five copies for $1, 


JYot for Parsons. 


ELDER Brrry: ‘* Joblots tells me he still 
has serious doubts about the miracles.” 
Dr. Thirdly: ‘‘Why should he hav?" 
Elder Berry: ‘‘ He can’t get over the fact 
that the witnesses to them were mostly 
fishermen." 


THE FALL OF ADAM. 

A Tragedy in One Act. Scene, Garden of 
Eden. Persons represented: Jehovah, 
Adam, Eve. (The two last named are 
hiding behind a bush!) 

JEHOVAH: ‘* Adam, where art thou?" 

Apam (to Eve): ‘Did you hear that? 
He's coming to get on to us. This is a fine 
pickle of fish you've got us into with your 
cursed inquisitivness.” 

Eve: ‘Why, what's he making all the 
fuss about? "T'was only an apple and sour 
at that.” ' 

JEHOVAH: ' Adam, where art thou?" 

Apam: '*My word, don't he shout! 
Whatever shall we do?" 

Eve: ‘‘ Why, just keep behind the bush, 
and not let him catch us.” . 

Apam: ‘‘But there is no use in trying to 
hide from God. He knows everything 
and sees everywhere.” 

Eve: '*Then, what's he shouting for?" 

JEHOVAH (louder than ever): '*Adam, 
where art thou?" . 

Apam: ‘*My God! don't he thunder! 
We'd better make a clean breast of it. 
Lord, Lord, was you a-talking to me?" 

JEHovAH: ''Ahl I've got you at last, 
MT What's this you've been up to, 
e 39 

Apam: ‘Well, to tell you the God's 
truth, my old lass is awful inquisitiv, and 
ever since you spoke about that forbidden 

_fruit she's been dying to hav a taste of it." 

JEHovAH: ' What then?" 

Apam: '* Well, she took an apple.” 

JEHOVAH: ' And what about yourself— 
out with it; I'm in the middle of making & 
world and can't wait." 

ADAM: ''You see, she persisted in mak- 
ing me hav a bite, and as I didn't want a 
family quarrel over an apple I took a slice 
—just to please the old girl.” 

JEHOVAH: ''Oh, you wicked, diabolical 
couple. To go and eat an apple when I 
told you not to! Horrible! But I'll hav 
it out of you, see if I don't. I'll not allow 
you to go naked another day. Eve, I con- 
demn you to petticoats. Adam, I sentence 
you to trousers." 

a and Eves: ** Oh, how shall we bear 
it 

JaHovAH: ''Eve, you inquisitiv orea- 
ture, you'll hav to suffer for it every time 
yon get a baby. Adam, you scamp, you'll 

av in future to work for your living—no 
more loafing, mind you. I curse you all 

—serpent included. . And, remember, my 

curse isn't a mere sessional affair; on the 

contrary, I make it a standing order, The 
whole human race in the future shall suf- 
fer the same curse for the same apple." 

(Exit JzHovan exclaiming: *'*I curse 
you all, I curse you all, I damn and curse 
you all.) 

Eve: ' My conscience, don't he swear 
awful? He couldn't get on worse if we'd 
swallowed the whole garden." 

AÀpAM: ‘‘ Hush, Eve; you mustn't talk in 
that way about God. He is all-powerful,” 

Eve: ‘‘The more’s the pity.” 

Apam: ‘* Hush, God is the potter—we 
are only the clay. He made us. He man- 
ufactured me, for example, out of a little 
heap o' dust." 

Eve: ‘‘I wish he had left the little heap 
o’ dast alone.” 

ADAM: ‘‘ You're a wicked skeptic, Eve. 
You should remember that we owe every- 
thing to God. As the poet says: 

** * The ways of God are wondrous ways 

And difficult to grapple; 

He made the world for you and me.’” 
Eve: ‘‘ And damns us for an apple.” 
Adam lived to the green old age of 930 

years. Yet even Adam was a mere strip- 

ling in comparison with some of the ante- 
diluvian patriarchs. Modern apologists 
try to get over this little difficulty by say- 
ing that, so far as those worthies are con- 
cerned, the word year really means 
months. In other words, the Bible, being 

a divine revelation, differs from ordinary 

profane books by saying what it does not 

mean, and meaning what it does not say. 

Let us accept the theory and see how it 

works. We read in God’s holy book that 

Adam begat ason when he was 130 yearsold. 

Now, if 180 years means 130 months, Adam 

must hav begat & son when he (Adam) was 

ten years and ten months old—which was 

a highly improper thing for Adam to do. 

Again we read that Enoch when he was 65 

years of age begat Methuselah. Now, if 

years must be taken to mean months, 

Enoch must hav taken upon himself the 

cares and responsibilities of paternity at 

the mature ege of five years and five 

months — which to say the least was a 

very rash thing for a five-year-old gentle- 

man to do, The Christian apologists are 
in a fix. On one theory the patriarchs 
lived too long—on the other they don't 

liv long enough. My private opinion is 

that they never lived at all.— Wallace 

Nelson, in Progress. 


POND'S EXTRACT 


THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


FOUR THOUSAND DROPS 


—in a bottle—small size—and 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE 
‘in curing that troublesome 


CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 
MOSQUITO BITE, PILES, 
SUNBURN, BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 


from which you are suffering. 
USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 


CAUTIO A discriminating intelli- 
3 gent purchaser demands 
QUALITY. Large bottles—and large 
profits — to unscrupulous . venders do 
not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 
by insisting that no weak substitute 
be offered in place of the GENUINE 


POND'S EXTRACT 


MADE ONLY BY 
POND S EXTRACT CO., 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


The Living Waters. 


To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of L::e is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 84 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 26t18 


ALL styles of watches from $1.88 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Watch Oo., 9 Murray 
street, New ork. ` 6219 


POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


- AOCOUNT OF 
Vicars of Christ and Vicegerents of God. 
Paver. 60 canta: cloth, 75 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rav. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Prices. '5 nante Address thin of ^a 


The Little Freethinker 


The only paper published for the young that 
18 free from superstition. Send 50 cents and try 
itfor one year Or 25 cents for6 months. Or 10 
cents for 5 different sample copies. 

It is imperit'v that the young bes8tarted aright ` 
if re. hope tokee shor nog from a shurobl che ins " 

OBS, i 
Snowville, Pulaski Oo., Va. 


Otto Wettstein. 


THE 


Liberal Jeweler. 


DESIGNER or 


THE OTTO WETT- 
STEIN WA'CH. 


THE INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR 
SPOON. 


THE FREE- 
THOUGHT 
BADGE, 


Illinois. 


Rochelle, 


NOTICE, 


Any of my Liberal friends wishing anything in 
my line will do well by putting their address on 
a postal card,and I will mail price lists of my 
specialties, 7 can Dositivly save you money, 

I hav been before the Liberal public for nearly 
forty years and to thore who favor me with their 
orders, I will ray that I will endeavor in every 
way to merit their kind patronage. Fraterna lly 

OTTO WETTSTEIN The Liberal Jeweler. 
Established 1857. Rochelle, 


Repatr Work a Speotatty. 


Dise 
Va re: 
d Physlen Debility 
a 
fa booklet wiil be sent to their » 
m ts, sealed 
f giving causes and 
m. plaints, and a di 
mportant medical 


ward Ap 


lication—a positive cure—the only rem. 
edy of the kind in existence—with evidences of sus 
cess. r 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 

Say whore you saw this adver. Vineland, N J 
ur h to say that I am a t-and- 
Lapeer ald vce neste ed 

d ve me their p 6 not was 
time and money on Ohristian dootors.—Dr. Fel- 
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CHAP v1, 87* 
The Lord God hath sworn 
2y himself saith the Lord 
the God of hosts, 1 abhor i 
the excellency of Jacob, He 


CHAR VI, 2 N 
Then said the Lord unto 
me, The end is come upon 3 
my people of Israel, «c, J 

CHAR IX, Z7 
Iwill stay the last of 
then: with the sword e 
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SOME MORE INSPIRED CONTRADICTIONS. 


JY ows of the Weck. 


Many new cases of cholera in Russia. 


Tur Czar is not expected to liv very 
long. 


RIðHARD Croker is again at the head of 
the forces of Tammany Hall. 


Two Sisters of Mercy lost their lives in 
a fire at Houston Tex., on Oct. 18. 


FirrEEN miners were killed by a fire- 
damp explosion in the Anina colliery, 
Hungary. 


Gey, WILLIAM BoorH, commander-in- 
chief of the Salvation Army, is now in the 
United States. 


JAMES ANTHONY FnoUuDE, the historian, 
died in London on Oct. 20. He was born 
April 28, 1818. 


On Oct. 18, Attleborough, Mass., cele- 
brated the two hundredth anniversary of 
its incorporation. 


REGISTRATION is very heavy so far in 
New York and Ohicago this year, amount- 
ing to 200,000 in each city. 


Tux election in Norway resulted in a 
draw between the Right and the Left. 
Feeling is running pretty high. 


A BILL to raise $150,000,000 to prosecute 
the war against China: passed both houses 
of the Japanese Parliament unanimously. 


Ex-Governor JoserH D. Bepur, of New 
Jersey, died in this city on Oct. 21. He 
was also ex-justice of the state Supreme 
Court. i 


A conaress of eminent Catholic thinkers 
will meet in Rome next winter to study 
the application of an encyclical upon so- 
cial subjects. 


Ir is reported that the ground will soon 
be broken at New Kensington, near Pitts- 
burg, Pa, for the largest tin-plate mill in 
the United States. 


ANoTHER accident happened at the 
Shamokin, Pa., mines on October 11th. 
By the explosion of a boiler four men were 
killed and six injured. 


Tan New York State Sabbath Associa- 
tion held its third annual convention in 
Brooklyn, Oct. 19. It denounced Sunday 
newspapers, travel, and recreation: 


Last week striking cloakmakers in New 
York and Brooklyn attacked non-union 
workers and several arrests resulted. The 
Brooklyn men were armed with revolvers. 


Corton has taken another plunge, No- 
vember selling on Oct. 19 for 5.51, Dec. 
for 5.58, Jan., 5.64, Feb., 5.70, March, 
oe April, 5.88, May, 5.88, and June, 


On Oct. 20 a Missouri Pacific passenger 
train was wrecked by train.robbers in the 
Indian Territory, who then opened a fierce 
fire upon it and several passengers were 
wounded. 


Ex-PoricE Carr. Donsrty and six sub- 
ordinates were arrested on Oct. 20 under 
grand jury indictments. Doherty’s bail 
was fixed at $10,000 and that of the others 
at $5,000 each. 


In the Massachusetts Tenth Congres- | nativs in the territory claimed b 


Democrat, Independent Democrat, Popu- 
list, and Socialist. 


Last week the miners of the Straight 
Creek Coal Company in Carter county, 
Ky., were ambushed by strikers armed 
with rifles, and a number were wounded, 
some perhaps fatally. 


TuErE is a judicial war in Nebraska, 
Judge Scott and Judge Ambrose each 
claiming the right to try the libel suit of 
Sophia Bennett against Editor Edward 
Rosewater, of the Omaha Bee. 


Tue control of the Chicago Zimes has 
passed out of the hands of Carter H. 
Harrison’s sons into those of Adolph 
Kraus, who was corporation counsel during 
the senior Harrison’s last administration, 
he having become possessed of & majority 
of the stock. : 


Grorae W. HowaAnDp, vice-president of 
the American Railway Union, lost a 
pocket-book a few days ago, for which he 
advertised. It contained forty annual 
railway passes, including one from Pull- 
man. He said that all the leaders of rail- 
way organizations had passes from the 
railroads. 


NarHAN SrRAUS has withdrawn from the 
head of the Tammany municipal ticket in 
this city, and Ex-Mayor Hugh J. Grant 
has taken his place. Mr. Straus withdrew 
because Senator Hill consented to the 
printing of the Grace independent muni- 
cipal ticket on the regular Democratic 
state ticket. : 


Tx Portuguese are in trouble with the 
the 


sional district there are six candidates— ! Portuguese in the neighborhood of Del- 


Republican, Independent Republican, 


agoa Bay, Africa, 


The nativ women and | 


children hav been sent north and the 
men are all under arms, the shops in the 
country districts having been looted of 
guns and ammunition abandoned by the 
Europeans. : 


Mrs. Urncurrren, whose children were 
taken from her by the Gerry society 
through the false testimony of police spies, 
has them at home now, Mr.. Goff, the 
Lexow Committee counsel, having secured 
their release. Dr. Parkhurst states that 
this is only one of more than two hundred 
similar cases of police outrage which are 
personally known to him. 


HrretororeE in Vermont selling and 
keeping liquor hav been interpreted to be 
one offense, and hence in the case of a 
first arrest the offender could be fined 
only. Now the Supreme Court has de- 
cided that keeping and selling are distinct 
crimes, and the violator of the law can be 
fined for one as a first offense and impris- 
oned for the other as a second offense. 


Tue estate of Thaddeus B. Stevens has 
been in litigation for twenty-six years. At 
last the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 
has sustained the validity of the will, 
which provided that the residue of his 
estate, if it amounted to $50,000, should be 
used to found an industrial home for boys 
in Lancaster, and the home should be 
free to boys without regard to race, color, 
or nationality, and they should eat at the 


same table. 


Durma the six months just past the 
Ohio Dairy and Food Commission has in- 
stituted ninety suits against grocers for 
selling adulterated food and drinks, and 
has won in all instances. The articles 
adulterated included vinegar, butter, cof- 
fee, jellies, preserves, spices, lemonade, 
and milk. Now druggists are being pro- 
ceeded against for dealing in such stand- 
ard preparations as Vin Mariani, Paskola, 
and two brands of ‘‘unfermented ” grape 
juice. These last four cases will be bit- 
terly contested. 


Pror. T. W. Raxs-Davips, LL.D., Ph. D., 
will this season deliver a course of six 
lectures on the literature and history of 
Buddhism before Cornell University, 
Lowell Institute, Boston; Brown Uni- 
versity Lecture Association, Providence; 
Peabody Institute, Baltimore; University 
Lecture Association, Philadelphia; under 
the auspices of Columbia College, New 
York, and in the Brooklyn Institute. This 
is the first course of what is intended to 
be an annual series of lectures on the com- 
parativ history and study of religions. 


Durine the last two sessions of Con- 
gress 474 new offices were created at an 
annual salary of $654,712, and the offices 
omitted and abolished were ‘923 at an an- 
nual cost of $1,285,902, making a net re- 
duction in number of 449, and in amount, 
$581,179. The salaries increased are ten, 
at an annual cost of $33,741, and the sala- 
ries reduced are sixty-nine, at an annual 
cost of $26,800, a net reduction of fifty- 


‘nine in number and s net increase in cost 


of $6,941. The appropriations by bills 
for the two sessions were $391,156,;005, 
and the permanent appropriations were 
$101,074,680, a total of $492, 230,685. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Tur TrRurs SEEKER has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Truru Srrkzns hav been scattered broadcast over 
the land: 

With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer’s work is done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 


arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “ answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hay one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an imménse 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started TuE 
TRUTH Szrkzs, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian aequaintances and ONE 


DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine's “ AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds: 
and we will make the selection of the target and’ 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want ig 
to scatter the book among the people and hav it read’. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifterentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 
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FREETHINKER TO Ünoss-HucaER: “ Better get out of that dangerous mire before the tide comes in.” 


400 Years of 
From Columbus fo Ingersoll 


Large Octavo, 1165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. 


Freethought. 


—e»cee- By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Price, $5; with The 


Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and 


PAPO? 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four Huxprep YEARS oF 
FazrrHovonT has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
Aundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
yell as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


PORTRAITS 


Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 
the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the. 
artist’s and engraver’s skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four HUNDRED Years or F'akETHOUOGHT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ. 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move 
ment. It unites the past and the present. Itisa world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the FreethoughtPress. 


Price, $5, With "The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 28 LAFAYETTE Prnaog, New YoBX. 


690 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 38, 15894. 


WITH 
THE 


LIST 
OF 


PREMIUMS. 


TRUTH SEEKER 


— —— emp ee ere Ot ee 
When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Terors Srexer one year ($3) and S. P 
Putnam’s « Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever. 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. Itis a radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals bbe gi do as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hailits future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREE THOUGHT” embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, & vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of & barbaric church. 


‘dtr 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SP. [3 CI A L ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
0 FFER / “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
^ FREE OF CHARGES. ; 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated Py, WATSON 
Or, if preferred, & copy cloth-bound of : 
BELL'S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


For $5 we willsend Tue Trura SEEKER one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
preat Works Complete"($3). This edition of Paime’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Teruras Szrexza one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's “ Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux Trurn SEEKER one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book" in cloth ($2.50).  - 

For $4 we will send Tux Truru Semer one year ($3) and 
thinker's Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tuz Truru Szzxz& one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tue Truru Szexer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 
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FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


« The Free- 
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Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and Truty SEEKER, $5. Eith i j 
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SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


Ar e I SIS S SESS 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


3x The Truth Seeker. 


W Drafts, Checho and Money Order, to be made payable to | i 
E. M. MACDONALD, ; 


Sh nee ee 


Cea THRMS SD) 
SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 


: \ 
. Turee months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, $0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in | 
ix s s fe Soe . 1.50 one remittance, e > cÍ co. 2. $700 
Single subscription, one year, - 3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in 
One subscription two years, ''' s - 5.00 one remittance, 2-0: 3 ë o. e. 8.50 
Two new subscribers, m uu 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, e © © c © = 10,00 
remittance, 2 5 = c è © © 500 


se" Fill out the accompanying Subscription 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


Tt is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 


will get his own for $2; by getting two-new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 


Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


This makes 


RI ™ 


In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's “Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting 
people read Taz Truru Seexer for awhile. To this end we 


make the following offer: 
To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tar TnurH 
Szexzr for three months will renew his subscription. 
We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and tc 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 
this at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 
they will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


The Truth Seeker Eo., 


he will not only get his own /7ee, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. 
With them the advantages of the club rates. 


If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier. secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 


Tue TRUTH SEEKER, With its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 
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sure that they will hav no objections to working 
on that day so long as their church does not de- 
nounce it as a sin. Neither does it appear to think 
that its “conscientious” Protestant, who objects to 
* working on the Lord's day,” is at all influenced 
by other than religious motivs. All of which con- 
firms our contention that the Sunday question is at 
bottom only a struggle between the aggressiv wing 
of the church and the common sense elements of 
our population, the church being engaged in an at- 
tempt to force all the people to quit work and 
eschew recreation on the day that the priest takes 
up his collections and “earns” most of his salary. 
“The weekly rest” for the laborer is only a pre- 
tense, for even theocrats know that he can get his 
weekly leisure without making it a misdemeanor or 
crime to work and seek amusement on Sunday. 
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The Scholar Not Always a Sound Thinker. 


Professsor Max Muller is probably the greatest 
of living philologists. In the domain of language 
he is an incomparable specialist. But when he gets 
out of that department he sometimes trips, stum- 
bles, and even falls. Recently the Christian Com- 
meonwealth, of London, sent a reporter to interview 
him. The first question asked was this: “Would 
you say that any one sacred book is superior to all 
others in the world ? Max Muller answered: “ It 
may sound prejudiced, but, taking all in all, I say 
the New Testament.” Next comes the Koran and 
after that the Old Testament, succeeding which we 
find the various other sacred books of the world. 
It is not our purpose to call in question the wisdom 
of this classification, for all such ranging of books 
in degrees one above another is very largely a mat- 
ter of opinion. But we must direct the reader’s at- 
tention to some of Professor Muller’s remarkable 
reasons for choosing as he does. 

He says that there can be no doubt that ethica] 
teaching is much more prominent in the Old and 
New Testaments than in any other of the similar 
books of the world. He declares that “ therein lies 
the distinctivness of the Bible.” Now we want to 
know in what this exceptional ethical teaching con- 
sists. Let Max Muller speak for himself: 

** Other sacred books are generally collections of what- 
ever was remembered of ancient times. For instance, in 
the Veda you get & description of the flood, simply as a 
deluge; in the Old Testament it takes an ethical meaning; 
it is a punishment and a reward; there is the difference 
between the two; and that distinction runs through the 
whole of the sacred books.” 

So, then, the conception of a divine providence, 
which sacrifices the innocent with the guilty for the 
sins of the latter, is what makes the Bible superior 
as an ethical guide to the sacred books of the other 
world religions! This is wonderful! The moral 
offense of these other books is that they hav simply 
recorded the traditions of terrestrial events, with- 
out assuming that their writers knew that certain 
natural phenomena were sent by a god to punish 
some and reward others of his children. The merit 
of the Bible is that its writers assumed that they 
knew all about God’s intentions and could justify, 
by an appeal to his name, the most flagrant viola- 
tions of a healthful moral code. It thus appears 
that ethics consist in guessing at what you do not 
know anything about, and in teaching that innocent 
little children and all species of animals were 
drowned by a just God because that God had once 
made a man who was so imperfectly constructed 
that he disobeyed his maker’s command and ate an 
apple which gave him a knowledge of good and evil. 
No wonder that Professor Muller thinks that his 
remarks may “sound prejudiced.” They do. 

Professor Muller declares that the distinguishing 


Money should be sent by express company's money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoations and make Grafts, checks, post-oftce 
and express money orders payableto E. M. MACDONALD, 

98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the. name and address of 
. amy Freethinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


A Significant Statement. 

The Christian Statesman, the oldest of the or- 
gans of the National Reform Association (the God- 
in-the-Constitution party), and a paper that knows 
its friends from its enemies, has come to the conclu- 
sion that, while it does not approve of secret socie- 
ties, it prefers the A. P. A. to the Jesuits. And 
why? Because, as it thinks, the Catholic church is 
the chief obstacle in the way of the enactment and 
enforcement of Sunday laws. In an editorial in its 
issue of October 13th it reasons in this way: 


*t Some of us are just far enough behind the age to be- 
lieve that the Roman Catholic machine is one of the 
greatest hindrances to genuin reform in this country. 
Notwithstanding the suave utterances of Cardinal Gib- 
bons and the deliverances of the Baltimore Council anent 
Sabbath keeping we believe the papal church is the great- 
est obstacle we hav to contend with in the effort to secure 
a general observance of the day. So long as the church 
holds to her present doctrin that the Pope, not Jesus 
Christ, is Lord of the Sabbath, so long will the present 
custom of mass in the early morning and merriment for 
the rest of the day prevail. But so long as the Sabbath 
is made a holiday, instead of a holy day, so long will true 
Sabbath-keeping be impossible to secure. And so long as 
the Roman Catholic laboring man can continue to work 
seven days in the week, with the blessing of his church, 
so long will all other laborers be at a disadvantage when 
contending for their Sabbath rights. [That is, so long 
will it be difficult for the Sabbatarians to convince labor- 
ing men that they should stop all work and. play on Sun- 
day and go to church and drop something into the hat. ] 
When the railroads can replace s conscientious man who 
objects to working on the Lord’s day [meaning the priests’ 
day] with a man who has no seruples there will be little 
hope of very great reform in Sabbath traffic. There are 
many kinds of public service for which the better class of 
Protestants will not compete by reason of the Sabbath 
lavor involved. No earnest Christian man wants to go 
into railroad service which may involve Sabbath labor. 
The same is true of the United States mail service, news- 
paper, street car, and other kinds of service. [And so 
the theocrats want to forbid people who hav no scruples 
against working on Sunday engaging in useful occupa- 
tions so that they can themselvs get jobs without damage 
to their pet superstitions!] To those of us, therefore, 
who see in the papacy a strong barrier against the prog- 
ress of true reform [i. e., compulsory Sabbatarisnism), it 
is a comfort to know that the system is likely to hav a 
shaking up in this country.” 

All this is very significant, and of great interest 
to Freethinkers. It will be well to note, in pass- 
ing, that the Christian Statesman has no hope, 
evidently, of convincing Catholic laborers that they 


. should always “rest” on Sunday. It seems to be 


feature of the Old Testament is that “the Jews 
feel themselvs the chosen people of God.” There 
is, says the professor, plenty of ethical teaching in 
the other sacred books, but nowhere except in the 


Old Testament do we find such a sure feeling that 
the people to which the writers belong is set apart 


by God as his own peculiar children. 


“The Jewish people always referred everything that 


happened to them, whether happiness or misfortune, to 


a divine government; it was meant for them; there was a 
meaning in it; they were made to feel that God was 
angry or pleased.” 

And go they calmly assumed that their atrocious 
slaughterings of their neighbors was commanded 
by that God, that he had from the beginning de- 
creed that they should “spoil the heathen” and 
“raise up children to the Lord” from the ravished 
wives and daughters of their murdered victims. 
Whatever they stole was “meant for them;” what- 
‘ever outrage they committed had *a meaning in 
it;' this. superstitious and egotistio notion made 
them the scourge of the surrounding tribes, but it 
was the evidence of their ethical superiority, and, 
preserved. in their writings, it fills the bosom of 
Professor Muller with a sense of unbounded admi- 
ration. - 

The interviewer asked: * How would you explain 
the superiority of the Bible over other sacred books?” 
«I don't explain it,” replied Professor Muller, «I 
only accept it as a fact,” and then he proceeded to 
explain it. He said that all sacred books profess 
to be given by the deity and to be inspired. ‘The 
book is sacred because it is the gift of God; other- 
wise it would hav no authority.” Teaching was in 
the keeping of the priests, and rather than spend 
time reasoning with the people over disputed points, 
they eut it short by saying, “This is divine truth, 
given tous by immediate revelation of the deity.” ` 
Having heard Professor Muller say this—which 
covers the whole ground and is equally applicable 
to the priests of all religions—you would scarcely be 
prepared for what follows: 

‘© With us things hav taken a different shape; we say, 
not that revelation makes truth, but that truth makes 
revelation; the sense of truth within us is to us the sense 
of God; the voice of God is to us the spirit of truth. We 
do not say that the New Testament was handed down 
from the sky in any miraculous way. The spirit of truth 
speaks, and what is perfectly certain, what is more certain 
than anything else, that is to us inspired.” 

But the truth of history is that the Christian has 
always stoutly maintained that revelation does make 
truth; that no matter how absurd and contrary to 
all human experience are the stories of the Bible 
they must be believed, on pain, if rejected, of 
eternal punishment in hell. If there is one dogma 
which more than another has been dinned into the 
ears of the Christians of all ages it is this, that we 
are not to believe that which to us is “ certain,” but 
what and all that the Bible says, wholly regardless 
of its inherent probability or improbability. We 
must believe, whether we can or not, or go to hell. 
That is the good old gospel, and it is yet in all the 
creeds, and while it remains in the creeds it is the 
official Christianity of the world and the Free- 
thinker will deal with it as such. When Professor 
Muller says that “we do not say that the New 
Testament was handed down from the sky in any 
miraculous way," he means that he does not say so, 
but he is aware that the Christian world does say 
that it came to man in precisely that way, and that 
the written creeds of the churches declare that our 
eternal happiness depends upon our acceptance of 
this view. 

The sense of truth within us is the sense of God, 
we are told, but we are not told why this sense of 
truth which is from God so flatly contradicts itself 
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in different individuals and in successiv ages and 
antagonistic races and countries. This kind of in- 
spiration is no more understandable than the old 
kind, and it is not likely to be of very much service 


to supernaturalism. 
2n te 


The Bible in the Schools. 

Mr. S. J. Fleckter, one of our subscribers at Kan- 
diyohi, Minnesota, complained to the attorney- 
general of the state because the Bible was read and 
the Lord’s prayer repeated by the teacher in the 
school attended by his children. It seems that 
heretofore the religious exercises named hay not 
had a place in the curriculum of that district and 
Mr. Fleckter was surprised and justly indignant at 
the innovation, and so he took the action which 
called out the letter given below : 

** Sr. PAUL, MN., Oct. 8, 1894. 

** Mr. S. J. FrkokTER, Kandiyohi, Minn., Dear Sir: 
The attorney-general always refers to this department 
letters relating to schools; he has so referred your letter 
of the 1st inst., requesting me to reply to it. 

**Oages similar to that you mention are sometimes 
referred to me. I quote from 8 reply made to such a let- 
ter last December. 

‘< After consultation with the attorney-general, who 
has suggested the line of my answer, I reply as follows: 
The Bible has been honored by all intelligent people as a 
work of the highest literary merit. In view of this it can 
hardly be regarded as an impropriety for a teacher to 
read a brief selection from this book in the presence of 
the school. Even in the case of those who do not sub- 
scribe to the religious teachings of the Bible, their chil- 
dren would hardly receive any harm from such a 

procedure. No injury could probably result to a 
Mohammedan, a pagan, or a Freethinker in listening to 
a reading from the Bible. The exercise of good common 
sense and that toleration for which the United States ig 
noted ought to lead to an amicable understanding among 
the people of the district, the board of trustees, and the 
teacher. The teacher will hardly persist, if he is a person 
of discretion, in a practice that causes trouble among the 
patrons of the school.’ 

‘* As in this case it appeared from Mr. Rollevson’s letter 
that he is reading the Bible at the request of the board of 
trustees and 8 considerable number cf the patrons of the 
school, it would probably be best to acquiesce in it, 
Should you, however, hav conscientious objections to 
having your children listen to such reading, the board 
of trustees and the teacher would perhaps excuse your 
children from attending the opening exercises. 

** Gordon E. Cole, a former attorney-general, says as 
follows: ‘ Whether the book be good or bad, the legisla- 
ture has vested the control of school in the trustees and 
* the matter is entirely with them, and I know of 
no authority competent to revise their action. "They may 
exclude it if they desire, but it is within their power to 
prescribe it as one of the books to be used in the schools.’ 

‘*Yours very truly, W. W. PENDERGAST, 
** Superintendent Public Instruction.” 

It seems needless to say that Superintendent 
Pendergast entirely misses the point in his answer 
to our subscriber. The literary excellences of the 
Bible hav nothing to do with the question of its use 
in the public schools. It is a religious authority, 
not a book of literary exercises, and it is as a relig- 
ious authority that it is out of place in schools sup- 
ported by and intended for the use of all the citi- 
zens of the state. It is not for Mr. Pendergast to 
say that the children of Freethinkers would not be 
harmed by the reading of this book in the common 
school room. This is a matter for the determina- 
tion of the parents, not of any school officer. Quite 
possibly the children of Christians would not be 
harmed by the reading in the morning of a selec- 
tion from the Koran or from the work of some 
Freethinker, but you may be sure that if such read. 
ing was attempted the Christians would make 
themselvs heard in protest, and rightly. ‘That tol- 
eration for which the United States is noted," 
would hav a new meaning for Christians under 
such circumstances. Probably even Superintend- 
ent Pendergast could then perceive the “injury” 
that results from sectarian exercises in the public 
schools. 

The suggestion that the children of those who ob- 
ject to Bible reading and prayers in the schools be 
excused from the opening exercises adds insult to in- 
jury. This is particularly true of country schools and 
in the winter. The pupils must get to the school- 
house in time to get warmed before school is called. 
They cannot afford to remain away until the relig- 
ious services are over, for they will lose time if 
they do, and it would be impossible for them to so 
regulate their movements as to arrive at just the 


There is no reason for resorting to any such make- 
shifts as this proposed by the Minnesota official. 
If Christian parents and Christian churches cannot 
giv their children the religious. instruction they 
think they need without intruding those instruc- 
tions in the common schools of all the people, they 
had better quit sending missionaries to the heathen, 

The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will this 
week address Superintendent Pendergast regarding 
the matter here discussed. Ask him to lay this sub- 
ject before the legislature at its coming session and 
request it to withdraw the power given to the school 
trustees to admit the Bible and religious services. 
Also ask him to quote for you the provisions of the 
state Bill of Rights relating to freedom of worship. 
It is probable that the reading of the Bible in the 
schools is unconstitutional. In fact, we are sure 
that it is, if Mr. Fleckter has made no mistake in 
quoting Sec. 16 of the state Constitution, and it is 
safe to assume that he has not. This is the section 
named : 

“ Nor shall any man be compelled to attend, erect, or 
support any place of worship, or to maintain any religious 
or ecclesiastical ministry against his consent, nor shall 
any control or interference be given by law to any relig- 
ious establishment or mode of worship.” 

It is perfectly clear that it is unconstitutional to 
read the Bible or repeat the Lord’s prayer in the 
public schools of Minnesota, and that the legislators 
who gave permission for both to be done were 
bigots. or incompetents, or a combination of both 
classes. It is self-evident that if the citizen cannot 
be compelled to erect or support any place of wor. 
Ship, the Bible cannot be read in the schools, for 
that reading miakes the school-house a place of 
worship. 


His Obscenity on the Rampage Again. ~ 

A few days ago Anthony Comstock made another 

of his customary raids. This time he robbed E. 

Vallet, of 144 West Twenty-first street, of a num- 

ber of valuable pictures. What the pictures were 

and Comstock’s high-handed methods are well 
shown in this report of the World: 


“The first picture seized was a nude, entitled 
‘Nymphe sur le Po.’ Under it was the inscription; 
*Honi soit qui—.’ It represents a nymph sitting in a 
wood. When the hammer proceeded to detach it from 
the wall Vallet clasped his hands and cried that it was a 
copy of the famous painting in the gallery of the Luxem- 
bourg, Paris. i : 

'"'Tt makes no difference where it comes from,’ said 
the Comstock; ‘it is not fit for young people to see.’ 

“How do you know?’ asked Vallet. ‘‘All these works 
are copies of the masterpieces of French art. You send 
your American boys to Paris to learn our art, but you 
will not permit that art to hav a representation here. 
Your boys are taught free in the schools of Paris. It ig 
a shame. When I was young I wanted to go to. the 
School of Fine Arts, but I could, not because American 
boys had taken all the places.’ 

“That has nothing to do with the case,’ said Com- 
stock. ‘We can't sacrifice our boys for French art. Art 
has no privileges over morality,’ he went on a8 he pro. 
ceeded to take the pictures from the wall. 

.'* Yes, it has,’ said Vallet. ‘You hav plenty of nudes 
in the Museum of Art in the Central park, and you do 
nothing with them.’ To this Comstock answered that he 
would not enter into any discussion over the matter.” 


Naturally this cowardly ignoramus would enter 
into no discussion concerning his failure to attack 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art; he dare not go 
in there and destroy and steal paintings and statu- 
ary; he knows how to measure the size and strength 
of his victims, and if he ever gets beaten it is when 
he encounters a judge who is not afraid of him and 
the Miss Nancies behind him. It is safe to rob 
some poor dealer or exhibitor, but to prgeeed 
against the Museum of Art would be too hazardous 
& venture. 

* Art has no privileges over morality," says this 
man Comstock. He means that his conception of 
morality is so distorted and degraded that all 
nudity in art appears to him vile and corrupting. 
Cannot he see that this is his misfortune and not 
the fault of the art? Does he not know that there 
are tens of thousands of men and women whose re- 
finement not even he dares call in question who 
pronounce very much that he condems as obscene 
and corrupting to be distinctly elevating in its 
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right moment to save themselvs from being tardy. | tendencies, and promotiv of 


peace, order, and hap. 
piness ? dr 
. Referring to this outrage, the New York Sun 
calls attention to the fact that, irrespectiv of the 
merits or demerits of: the pictures seized, the char- 
acter of the goods destroyed or appropriated should 
always be judicially determined, and that before they 
are seized or destroyed. It says: “In the present 
condition of the law, Anthony Comstock, a private 
individual, is virtually armed with an official com- 
mission as censor. This is a serious power 
to intrust, without any assurance of responsibility, 
to a private citizen. - - - There is no better reason 
why such power of arrest and seizure should be given 
Anthony Comstock than to any other resident of 
New York, or why discrimination should be used 
against one alleged objectionable exhibit to the ad- 
vantage of others.” We commend these observations 
to Mr. Shaw and other Liberals who seem to think 
that we should hav nothing to do with the defense of 
persons charged with the violation of the so-called 
obscenity statutes. It must be borne in mind that 
in this case Comstock is acting under the authority 
of state laws, but when he acts under the authority 
of the federal statutes he is equally arbitrary, and 
then he has his victim at a still greater disadvantage, 
for it costs very much more to defend in the United 
States courts, the prisoner is often dragged away 
into a city or state where he is not known, and 
where, consequently, he is deprived of much of the 
advantage of a hitherto good life, and the penalties 
under the federal law are decidedly more severe 
than those inflicted by the state statutes. ° 

As the Sun intimates, there is no more reason 
for investing Anthony Comstock with the authority 
to steal or destroy books and pictures which he 
says are obscene than there would be to authorize a 
constable to go into a grocery and destroy butter or 
coffee which he thinks is adulterated. Every person 
accused of an offense has the constitutional right to a 
jury trial; we do not want any lynch law. Comstock 
is a white cap, and that he was not long since brought 
up with a short turn is due to the fact that he has 
had the support of the theocratic party, which has 
not an atom of regard for the rights of the citizen 
who does not sacrifice on the altar of orthodoxy. 
Beyond this, it should be said that ‘the fathers of 
this republic did not intend that the bulwarks of all 
free institutions and the safeguards of the rights of 
the people—Free Speech and Free Press—should be 
overthrown in the name of either religion or mo- 
rality. The death of real morality is the sure result 
of a censorship by a creature like Comstock. If we 
are not competent to select our own reading and 
artistic adornments, are we competent to select 
our own religion and bodily sustenance and amuse- 
ments ? 


A Baptist paper having said, “If God had his 
way,” another paper of the same denomination re-. 
bukes it and asks: 2 

** Who in his universe can prevent the Lord God Om- 
nipotent from having his way?" 

The Independent answers, “ Man can and does," 
and it quotes some texts of scripture in support of 
its affirmation. Then it adds: - 

** If men would but fall into God’s ways he would be all 
in all; but they will not, and so there is sin in the world, 
and despite the divine purposes and influences men reject 
God’s overtures and perish. It isa mighty and awful 
fact that men thwart God’s efforts to save them.” 

Could there be a more pitiful confession of the 
impotence of the divine being worshiped by the 
most advanced nations of the world? Where is 
the essential difference between the Independents 
conception of its God and the conception which the 
*idolater" has of the god he whips when it does 
not giv him that for which he asks? In each case 
the infinite is admitted to be subject to the finite in 
many respects. The Zndependent cannot shut its 
eyes to the fact that the universe and the family of 
man are wretchedly imperfect, and so, instead of 
frankly admitting that the hypothesis of a perfect 
God is not reconcilable with the facts as they ap- 
pear in the open light, it is forced to say the same 
thing in other words, which it does when it makes 
the assertions which we hav quoted. It all amounts 
to this, that the * Omnipotent” is not omnipotent. 
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THE FEDERATION AND UNION, 


They Join Hands at the Annual Con- 
vention in Chicago. 


— 


SIDENT OF BOTH. 


There Was a Good Attendance and Many Excel- 
lent Speeches Were Made—Secretary-Treas- 
turer Reichwald’s Encouraging Report—The 
National Spiritualists’ Association Sends a 
Cordial Greeting—Letters from Absentees. 


PUTNAM IS PR 


The joint convention of the Freethought Federa- 
tion of America and the American Secular Union 
was called to order in Madison Hall, Chicago, 
October the 26th, at 10 a.m, by President Putnam, 
` of the first-named organization. The hall is a nice 
one, in the fifth story, and was consequently quiet 
and free from interruption. Among the visitors 
were many who came to the Congress last year, 
and found it so pleasant they had to come again. 
There were Mr. Van Ness and brother, Mr. Whipple, 
B. A. Shaw (bringing his father along), from Iowa; 
Franklin Steiner, from the same state; Dolphus 
Millard, distributing cards describing himself. as 
an “Independent Rationalist;” Mr. Green, now 
located in Chicago; Mr. Harman, all the way from 
Kansas; Mr. Kendall, of Wisconsin; Mr. Deven- 
baugh, of Indiana; John Mahara, Mr. Yeomans, 
: F. D. Rexford, J. A. Greenhill, Mr. Smith, of Lib- 
erty, Iowa; A. Chapman, G. W. Purviance, J. O. 
Tronson, John Hudson, Mr. and Mrs. Freeman, 
D. T. Ames, Mrs. Holmes and Mrs. White, Mrs. 
Power and husband, Mr. Burdick, and about fifty 
others who do not read Tug TauTuH SELKER, and are 
therefore unknown to the reporter. The banner 

resented to the Federation last year by the Boul- 
er, Col., Liberals, was suspended at one side of 
the hall, and was the only attempt at decoration. 

On the platform, under a red canopy, which gave 
them an aureoled saint like appearance, were Mrs. 
Freeman and Dr. Juliet Severance. Dr. Severance 
represented Mr. Waite, president of the Secular 
Union, who was absent in Colorado, trying to sell 

150,000 worth of horses and a ranch he took in 
rade for his quarter of a million dollar World’s 
Fair hotel in Chicago. f 

The first business transacted was the appoint- 
ment of a secretary of the Congress, and the audi- 
ence seemed to think that E. M. Macdonald would 
do, and he was consequently selected. Then Mr. 
Putnam made the speech printed in last week’s 
issue of Tug Trura Szexer. But the audience was 
such a friendly one, and the meeting was so sort of 
informal and the place so home-like, that he had a 
hard time of it. They added to his facts and argu- 
ments as ideas occurred to them, amended his 
illustrativ anecdotes, and occasionally broke in with 
a “Say, Mr. Putnam!” and then went on to make a 
little speech themselvs, while the orator of the oc- 
casion hospitably waited for them to free their 
minds. About a third of them evidently thought 
they could get off the speech just a little better than 
Mr. Putnam could do it. 

When the audience got the speech amended to 
their satisfaction, and permitted Mr. Putnam to 
conclude, Mr. Steiner moved the appointment of 
a committee of five on Resolutions, which should 
hav charge of all resolutions introduced. This 
proposal was adopted, and Mr. E. M. Macdonald 
was selected as chairman, with Franklin Steiner, 
Mrs. M. A. Freeman, John Mahara, and W. Bogard 
as conferees. 

Dr. Greer, Mr. Barr, and Mrs. Devenbaugh were 
made a Committee on Credentials for the Union, 
and Messrs. Reichwald and Steiner acted in the 
same capacity for the Federation. After this was 
done short speeches were made by Mrs. Freeman, 
Mr. Steiner, and Dr. Severance. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 

Friday afternoon the speaking was resumed, and 
Dr. Leon Lewis read a fine paper on Bruno, but 
too long for insertion here. Mrs. Macdonald sang 
“Sweet Marie” and Mesdames Holmes and White 
read excellent papers, though somewhat tinctured 
with the Anarchistic ideas prevalent in Chicago. 

FRIDAY EVENING. 

In the evening Mrs. Freeman had the floor as a 
substitute for others. First she read letters of 
regret from those who could not attend, and after- 
wards the speech Judge Waite would hav delivered 
had he been there. The following are some of the 
letters: 


taught that, ‘‘the poor ye hav always with you,” and 


East Norton, Mass., Oct. 7, 294. 

Drag Mns. FaxEMAN: Your letter, for which, please 
receive my thanks, reached me away here in Massachu- 
setts, where I came some weeks ago to see a favorit 
cousin about to add to her name that of another, who is 
her chosen life compauion, an scquisition which, if we 
realized its meaning, we should all hesitate to accept es- 
pecially as promises are required iu the bargain very lit- 
tle understood by either party. 

I wish I could be with you and the other dear friends 
who will make up the Aunual Congress, but that is not 
possible. The infirmities that come with age I hav not 
escaped, though my health is good, aud so I must be con- 
tent to.stay at home. I know that you, with'others who 
will be with you, will be faithful to thé cause of human- 
ity. Please say to all with congratulations for what we 
hav already achieved, that in my estimation the founda- 
tion for all reforms is simple Freethought The struggle 
for bread, which is the struggle that most of the people 
of our country (not to speak of other countries) are con- 
tending with, is not effectiv, because people hav been 


** blessed are the poor;" they shall ‘‘rest in Abraham’s 
bosom,” and ** the powers that be are ordained of God.” 
Woman, seeking the right to all that her nature demands 
has been constantly remiuded that Eve ate the apple, and 
so through the whole list, the superstitions taught by the 
church are always in the way of progress. I hope the. 
obs^enity of the Bible will be brought before the people 
by the trialof Mr. Wise for sending one of its verses 
through the mails. If only we could get rid of that vice 
society which has so long cursed the country! Bnt it 
seems impossible; like many another burthen which 
government puts upon its subjects, we are obliged to 


‘bear it; there is a little consolation in the knowledge 


that its agent, Comstock, is so ignorant that he fails to 
find social reform in anything save Mr. Harman's paper, 
while nearly every book published within the last five 
vears abounds with it and all the public libraries, even in 
the small towns, are well stocked with them. Whata 
good work has been done through the agency of Tug 
TRUTH SgEKER in putting the '*Age of Reason” into 
hundreds of families! Well, dear friends, all accept my 
love, and believe me to be your co-worker until death. 
Lvor N. OoLMAN. 


Monrrnat, Sept. 21, 1894. 
Dzar Mns. Fgunman : Your kind letter of September 
3d found me at Tononto on my way home after four 


months’ absence in British Columbia. I should like to. 


meet the Liberal friends again and hear one of your 
witty addresses and greet my good friend Judge Waite 
and his worthy wife once more. It would be a satisfac- 
tion also to ring more changes on the bells and hav the 
pleasure of addressing such intelligent audiences as 
gather at your conventions; but mauy circumstances 
seem to make it impracticable this year, and I fear I 
must content myself with reading the report of the good 
things you will enjoy. i 

I hope that together with friend Putnam you will suc- 
ceed in arousing the enthusiasm of your members, and 
through the press reports awake the country in favor of 
the preservation of those liberties that are so serionsly 
threatened by ecclesiastical usurpation. 

Mrs. Adams thanks you for your kindly remembrance. 
Please giv our regards to all the friends, and believe me, 
with best wishes, Sincerely yours, Ros’r O. ADAMS. 


To the Freethought Federation of America and American 
Secular Union in Convention Assembled. 

Deas Frienps: We are in the midst of perilous and 
trying times. Our beloved country is in a political fer- 
ment, and the traditions of our fathers are being tried in 
the furnace fires of doubt and discontent. 

In the midst of conflicting forces and many discourage- 
ments, it is a pleasure and gratification to know that a 
body of Liberals, of able-minded men and women, such 
as constitute the Freethougnt Federation of America and 
Ameriean Secular Union, can meet together and harmo- 
niously consider the most important of all the questions 
of the hour, and discuss ways and means for future 
action. 

There was never greater need of concerted action than 
the present. Enemies of freedom, always alert and stir- 
ring, are to-day more activ than ever. Their encroach- 
ments must be sternly and vigorously met by the health- 
ful forces of Liberty and the united efforts of Liberals. 

While superstition livs and floats defiantly its banners 
in the breeze, there will be need of laborers in the vine- 
yard of Freethought. 

The principles of our cause need to be defined and ex: 
tended. Over and over again, line upon line, precept 
upon precept, must the story of progress and liberty be 
told. Apathy and indifference will never gain a hearing for 
or & recognition of the principles we sincerely assert and 
maintain. 

While Freethought may not be the exact remedy for 
all the ills that flesh is heir to, nor for some of the evils 
that we deplore, yet, it is without doubt, or the shadow 
of a doubt, the one great lever lifting the whole human 
race to better conditions, into a clearer and purer atmos- 
phere. It is, undoubtedly, and surely, a panaces for 
much that disturbs and destroys the peace and well- 
being of communities. And there will not be—there can 
not be—any great and noticeable uplift of humanity, 
until the message of Freethought to the world. in all its 
beauty, significance, and glory is understood and ac- 
cepted. 

Freethought is the advance guard of civilization. It 
is the herald of real enlightenment. 

Tt always has been, and always will be, the beacon light 
warning travelers off the treacherous shoals of igno- 
rance. It always has been, and always will be, the bright 
star of hope and promis, pointing the way out from the 
morass of doubt and despair, away from the murky and 
desolating darkness of bigotry and superstition, into the 
fair land of fact and science. . 

The Demands of Liberalism are absolute and our land 
is in danger until those demands are recognized and con- 
ceded. And the danger is the greater because the foes 
we hav t^ meet are within the borders of the land, silently 
and insidiously plotting the overthrow and destruction 
of much that makes life attractiv and valuable. 

** Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty," and we cau- 


not afford to lose one iota of our precious freedom by any 


possible for me to be present at the Congress. 
however, that you hav a full program and earnestly hope 
you may hav an interesting and profitable meeting. 


Iam, 


neglect, by any relaxation of watchfulness, or putting 
aside ihe work that belongs to ourselvs to do. 


The extension of Freethought, the inculcation of ideas 


of reform, and emancipation from mental bondage, that 
there may be no chains upon the human mind, is the 
great work confronting Liberal meu and Liberal women. 
"Through such forces, and in such channels, must come all 
social, religious, industrial, and political advancement. 
The coóperation of woman in this task is necessary and 
little can be accomplished without her aid and influence. 
Of this you are aware, aud it is to liberal and progressiv 
minds that woman must look for the advantages that will 
make her position superior to present conditions. 


Regretting my inability to be with you in person, yet 


shall I be with you in spirit, and I know that the work 
in which we all hav a mutual and common interest will 
be pushed with earnestness and enthusiasm. 


With heartiest wishes for a successful Congress, 
I remain, yours for Progress and Reform, 
Fall River, Mass. Susan H. Wrxon. 
. Toronto, Oan., Oct. 24, 1894. 
My Dzar Mas. Frunman: I find that it is atteriy im- 
see, 


If I might be allowed to do so. I would very strongly 
upon the Congress the necessity of uniting the 


urge 

Liberal forces in one organization; and, indeed, I wish I 
could see my way to proposing the formation of an Inter- 
national Freethought Union. 
entirely taken up with local matters and the necessities 
attendin, 
see how 
doubt it would hava greatly extended influence, and 
would gain & support the present uuions seem to lack. 


My time, however, is so 


a struggle for bread and butter that I do not 
can help in any such scheme, though I hav no 


Again wishing you a pleasant and successful gathering, 
Faithfully yours, J. SenNoER Eurys. 


. Tacoma, Wasa , Sept. 9, 1894. 
Mns. M. FaRnEMAN, Dear Co-worker: Your favor of the 


8d instant just received. I thank you for kind remem- 
brance. 
straining grasp of poverty will prevent the possibility of 
my having the pleasure it would afford me to moet with 
and address the Liberals who will assemble at Chicago 
at the Eighteenth Annual Congress of the American 


My heart is in the work as ever, but the re- 


Secular Union. 

May wisdom and harmony prevail iu its deliberations, 
and the cause we love receive new im etus from the zeal, 
devotion, and self-sacrifice manifested by all the faithful 
and true who shall hav tho fortune to attend. With kind- 
est wishes, Yours for Reason, Right, and Trath, 

O. B. REYNOLDS. 


OASTLE KEHM-ON-THE-WILLAMETTE, OR., Oct. 15, 1894. 
To the members of American Secular Union and Free- 
ponent Federation of America in Convention Assem- 
ed. 

FniENDs: From across the continent we send greetings 
to you all, and the hops that your Convention will bea 
most successful one. 

The task of undermining the stroneholas of supersti- 
tion is & great one, and one which will be accomplished 
only through thorough organization of our forces, and 
the adoption of an aggressiv and constructiv policy in 
out work. ; 

May your Convention, then, work toward the realiza- 
tion of these ends. Sincerely, D. W. Smrra, 

Kars KgHM Suma. 


Judge Waite’s address was as follows : 


ORUSADE OF THE OHUROH AGAINST THE STATE. 

Our government was founded upon the princi- 
ples of civil and religious liberty, and upon the 
theory of a complete separation of church and 
state. But the church has never accepted the the- 
ory in good faith, and has never conformed to it. 
The church has felt, from the beginning, that Free- 
thinkers had too much to do with framing the gov- 
ernment, and has been engaged in a constant 
struggle to capture it from the Infidels. 

A series of assaults were soon commenced, which 
hav been from time to time repeated and persisted 
in up to the present day. And nothing could dem- 
onstrate more forcibly the strength of our institu. 
tions and the powerful, though for the most part 
silent, growth of the Freethought sentiment by 
which they hav been supported than the fact that 
these assaults hav not been successful. 

For a hundred years has this crusade been con- 
tinued; and in order that we may realize the strain 
to which our institutions hav been subjected, it is 
necessary, for a short time, to review the history of 
the movement. 

1. Chaplains in Congress. The church had 
failed to introduce chaplains into the convention 
that framed the federal Constitution. But in the 
first congresses it was more successful. Chaplains 
were appointed, and the practice thus commenced 
has been continued. The fact that it was contrary 
to the genius of the government could not, h:w- 
ever, be ignored, and accordingly it has from time 
to time met with vigorous opposition. In 1839- 
'40, in 1845, in 1850, and in 1860, there were lively 
debates in Congress over the chaplaincy question, 
members contending that no warrant for such ap- 
pointments could be found in the Constitution. In 
this contest the church has been successful. But 
though it is a step toward the union of church and 
state, there is a long way yet to go before the ob- 
ject can be accomplished. 

2. Incorporation of Churches and Church Ap- 
propriationg Applications for the incorporation 

(Continued on page 696.) 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The Christian Evidence lecturers of England are 
no doubt very *eute"— in their own estimation. 
One of them says that Huxley believes in the soul, 
and to substantiate his assertion he quotes this: 
“Our knowledge of the soul is more intimate than 
Asked to produce 
the book, he shows you an earlier edition of the lec- 
ture, * Descartes’ Discourses on Method,” careless 
of the fact that in the later editions Huxley has 
added a footnote in which he says that by soul he 
means the sum of the states of consciousness of the 


our knowledge of the body.” 


individual. 


They hav some odd temperance societies in 
For instance: The one in the province of 
Tobolsk meets once a year in the church and, after 
singing a Te Deum, the members pledge themselvs 
to total abstinence for twelve months. However, they 
hav twenty-four hours of grace in which they can 
But who- 
soever breaks his pledge during the remainder of 
the year must pay a fine of twenty-five rubles to 
the church and the faithful members may spit in 
Those twenty-five ru- 
bles must make the church in Russia very lukewarm 
in its opposition to the manufacture and sale of in- 
That method of “reform” resembles 
that contemplated by some of our statutes in this 
country, which giv half of the fine assessed against 
This is a good 
thing for the informer, giving him a present reward 
and stimulating him to promote tke law-breaking 
industry in the “sure and certain hope” of future 


Russia. 


* decorate their heads with vine leaves.” 


the face of the backslider. 
toxicants. 


the law-breaker to the informer. 


emoluments. 
eg —————— 


** No matter how much the wicked get, they only get it to 
lose; but whatever & good man gets he is going to keep. 
The devil cannot pick the lock that guards the treasures 
of the righteous. "— £am's Horn. 

If that is in allusion to material treasures, we 
fail to see that the good man is any better off at 
the end of life than is the bad man, for it seems to 
be pretty well established that neither can take any 
material wealth with him, while, on the other hand, 
it would be prepo:terous to: say that only fairly 
good men keep their hold until death on the prop- 
erty they hav accumulated. Then we must sup- 
pose that the Ziam's Horn has reference to “ spir- 
itual” treasures, but, if so, what is meant by the 
assertion that what the wicked get of such treas- 
ures they get only to lose? If they possess “ spir- 
itual” wealth, are they “ wicked’? Reading the 
above-quoted sentences in the only way in which it 
seems they were meant to be read, we are forced to 
conclude that the writer meant to be understood 
as saying that no matter how good and spiritual 
the “wicked” are they can never be good and 
spiritual! The devil has always a skeleton key 
that can open the door to their religious treasure 
house. 


The Catholic Cardinal Vaughan of England re- 
cently delivered an address on the reunion of Chris- 
tendom in which he intimated that his church was 
so anxious for such reunion that she would sur- 
render for it three things: She would allow her 
clergy to marry; she would giv communion direct 
io communicants; she would allow the mass to be 
said in the vernacular. But she would insist 
upon the maintenance of the divine constitution of 
the church, meaning by this the supremacy of the 
Pope. The Outlook, commenting on the address, 
says : | 

“So long as the high-church Presbyterian puts the 
Presbyterian creed and assembly above the Bible, and 
the high-church Anglican the prayer-book and the 
rubrics above the Bible, and the Roman church the au- 
thority of the Pope above the Bible, and so long as other 
Christians insist upon the right of private judgment in the 
interpretation of the Bible, putting that and the individ- 
ual conscience above all ecclesiastical authority, so long 
the reunion of Christendom cannot be anticipated as an 
immediately imminent event.” : 

For all of which obstacles to the unity of Chris- 
tendom before Christendom learns the lesson of 
equal liberty, all friends of freedom and progress 
must be sincerely thankful. 


The Sunday-School Times says that God has or- 
dained that many of his blessings * shall come to 
his children through prayer.” He is perfectly will- 
ing to bestow them, we are told, but he must first 
be asked for them. When we cease to pray for 
ourselvs, or ask only little things, we “impoverish 
our lives. The same is true of prayers for others.” 
We hav observed that it is safe only to pray for 
strength to be content with what we get or do not 
get, no matter what it is that we supplicate God to 

` givus. The American people prayed that Garfield 
would recover after he was shot down by the assas- 
sin, but he died, It would seem that the people 
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prayer and. concluding it with inflammatory and in. 
sulting speeches well calculated to arouse the pag- 
sions of the armed men who are always present.” 
It concludes with this advice: ; 

** Tf we are to hav meetings opened with prayers, lot 
pistols remain at home. If we are to hav the pistol asa 
campaign argument, dispense with the opening prayers, 
The two things do not go together." 

No doubt the News and Courier means well and 
does the best it knows how as a mere secular news. 
paper, but it is certainly all at sea as to what is 
proper in the Christian warfare. Men who are 
cool-blooded, amenable to reason, and disposed to 
let facts and logic decide the issues of debate, do 
not need to get down on their knees and pray when 
they step on to the rostrum. They are going to 
argue, not quarrel, and there is no danger of blood- 
shed and of the sudden and violent summoning of 
souls to the “judgment bar of God.” ‘But in the 
South Carolina campaigns it is different and every 
good Christian wants to be sure that he is spiritually 
all right before the speaking begins, so that if the 
knife or bullet of some other good Christian should 
pierce his vitals he will go to the country which has 
the best climate. Assuredly, prayers and pistols 
are very congruous. Does not the News and Cou. 
rier know that we hav chaplains in all our armies and ` 
navies and that it is always in order to pray on the 
eve of battle? Do not all nations when they 
are engaged in the work of reducing each other's 
surplus population pray fervently to their respectiv 
gods, or sometimes to the same god, to help them 
get the best of the other fellows by inflicting all the 
damage on them that they can?’ Are there not 
often religious ceremonies when war vessels are 
launched and when flags are presented to regi- 
ments? It seems to hav always been a religious 
rule to make supplications to the gods numerous - 
and earnest in the ratio that the enterprise about 
to be entered upon promised to be hazardous, de- 
structiv, and bloody. There does not appear to be 
any valid reason why a primary campaign in Caro- 
lina should be an exception to this time-honored 
and church-blessed practice and hence we can- 
not help thinking that the Charleston paper has 
made a serious mistake, measuring its expressed 
opinions by religious standards. 

a lie — ———————————— 

Of all hateful things nothing can be more hate- 
ful than a combination of race and religious preju- 
dices. The teacher of a school for girls in this city 
announced that she would take no more Jewish 
pupils, giving as her reasons, in a letter to a Jewish 
lady, that “Gentiles demand an exclusivly Gentile 
school for their daughters, and the Hebrews I find 
are now objecting to the school because there are 
so few Gentiles here." It seems that some years 
ago the Gentiles objected to this teacher because 
she refused to giv up her Jewish pupils; so she lost 
their patronage, to a considerable extent. Now the 
more aristocratic Jews object to the school because 
there are not enough Christians in it! Evidently 
they are striving after social equality with the Gen- 
tiles, while the latter are determined that they shall 
not attain it if they can be kept down in the scale. 
The whole squabble is a good illustration of how 
little the fashionables care for education for their 
children for the sake of education, and how much 
they wish for position in a worthless “society.” 
Commenting on this case, the Christian Advocate 
observes: 

** The main reason, though they may not be conscious 
of it, that ‘Gentiles’ are jealous of Jews in a school is 
that they are not able to contend with the Jews intellect- 
ually. at a burlesque of democracy these race preju- 
dices are! How hollow are the loud-swelling paragraphs 
which popular orators utter and rhetoricians write about 


equality, fraternity, and the glorious fact that every man 
has as good a chance in this country as any other!” 


That is right to the point, but the Christian pa- 
per has apparently forgotten that we are indebted 
to the religion it professes for the common preju- 
dice against the Jews. The ancient Jew was 
charged with the impossible crime of killing God, 
and his descendants hav been -hounded ever since 
by the Christians who, if their religion is based on 
fact, would hav had no “crucified redeemer” to 
worship if the Jews had refused to kill Jesus. If 
Christianity is true the Jews had to murder God's 
son, for God had set him aside from the foundation 
of the world as the sacrifice for man's sins, and had 
decreed that he should die at the hands of the 
* Chosen People," and yet the Christian has made 
that mythical story the excuse and justification for 
the most atrocious outrages against the unhappy 
Jews. This is one of the ways in which Christian- 
ity has “ civilized ” the world. 


prayed for something that was not “little,” to Gar- 
field, at least, but it does not appear to hav made 
any difference with God. Probably we shall now 
be told that * he knew best," but, if we admit that, 
what is the use of praying?. Why not leave the de- 
termination of the matter to his superior judgment? 
Or does he want us to gratify his pride by getting 
down on our knees to ask him for something he has 
never had the slightest intention of giving to us? 
Only a short time since the Count of Paris died in 
England in spite of all the prayers and masses of 
the churchin France. Was his lifea “little” thing 
to the count? “Ask, and ye shall receive.” What 
a humbug! 


The Churchman of this city is very bitterly 
opposed to the present English ministry because it 
introduced a bill for the disestablishment of the 
Church in Wales. It thinks, however, that the op- 
ponents of the Welsh Establishment will ultimately 
be beaten and it places great reliance on “the de- 
termined attitude of the Church of England.” 
Upon this the New York Zribune remarks that 
while Mr. Asquith’s bill may not pass, “the dises- 
tablishment of the Church in Wales is sure to come 
before many years, and the opposition of the An- 
glican clergy will hav just about as much influence 
in preventing it as the crackling of thorns under a 
pot." The Tribune mentions the fact that the peo- 
ple of Wales do not want an established church, 
but says that this makes no difference to the 
Churchman and the Anglican Establishment. It 
adroitly brings into light the self-interest of the 
Welsh diocesan bishops, “five of whom hav an 
aggregate income of nearly $100,000 a year.” 
While the people of the Old World are striving to 
free themselvs from the clutches of state ecclesias- 
ticism, we in the United States are asked to make 
the churches supreme in political affairs and to 
surrender to them one-seventh of our time, the 
education of our children, and the selection of our 
books, periodicals, and entertainments. 
O 


It is never prudent to underrate your enemy’s 
strength. It is far less risky to exaggerate it, 
although both extremes should be avoided if possi- 
ble. In “Social England” H. D. Traill, referring 
to the decadence of the Puritan spirit, observes 
that while “culture and skepticism and the growth 
of luxury and refinement are no doubt affecting 
English character,” the extent to which they are 
doing so is very much less than many superficial 
thinkers suppose. This mistake is due to the fact, 
says Mr. Traill, that “the classes which hav out- 
grown the influence of Puritanism are dispropor- 
tionably vocal, as they are relativly small, while the 
classes among whom that influence is still dom- 
inant are a virtually voiceless multitude.” The 
same is true here, but in a lesser degree, as it ap- 
pears to us. Here the press speaks for this “ mul- 
titude” more than it does in England, for the rea- 
son that our population is more scattered and the 
influence of the metropolitan papers is, conse- 
quently. less dominant. Mr. Traill continues: 

** But the impartial student of the national character is 
constantly being confronted with evidence to the fact 
that the process of so-called ‘emancipation’ has reached 
but the merest fringe of the community, and that the 
great bulk of middle class Englishmen are still, to all in- 
tents and purposes, the true spiritual descendants of a 
Puritan stock.” 

The same is true of the United States, except in 
so far as the rich infusion of continental ideas has 
liberalized the more teachable of the descendants of 
the American Puritans, and it is this infusion which 
accounts for the fact—for we think it is a fact— 
that a larger proportion of *nativ Americans” 
than of Englishmen hav got rid of the most extreme 
and intolerant of the Puritan notions. This is en- 
couraging, but it does not necessarily argue that 
we are in less danger of reaction than is the mother 
country. As before intimated, our country press is 
decidedly unprogressiv, it being to an alarming ex- 
tent under the domination of the clergy, and the 
nation is so great in extent that the comparativly 
independent and progressiv journals of the larger 
cities do not reach the masses of the pgople. 
Herein is the hope and the opportunity of the 
Puritan, hater of the free Sunday, free art, and free 
literature. 

eerte ermmoe gerere iler en WAR PEU 

The Charleston News and Courier, in an editorial 
written at the time Governor Tillman and Senator 
Butler were making their canvass of South Carolina, 
expresses the opinion that it was perfectly proper 
for the candidates and voters to open the meetings 
with prayers, for there were grave issues at stake 
and divine guidance was certainly needed to enable 
the speakers to “control their thoughts and utter- 
ances,” but it thinks that there was “ gross impro- 
priety and irreverence in opening a meeting with 


If Jesus. had been à woman there would not be sa 
.many Marys and Marthas in héaven. 
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Observations. 


Experience instructs us that when we commit 
ourselvs or any other indiscretion we will be jumped 


upon. It is alaw of nature, and, as the funeral]. 


orators assure us with regard to death, it is inevi- 
table. I therefore know that if I relieve my over- 
burdened system on the subject of free silver coin- 
age, Mr. Roscoe of Brooklyn will nail me. When I 
talk free trade, Mr. Hays of Ohio only waits for his 
hens to go to roost before he gets after me. The 
editor of Liberty discourages my aspirations to 
eliminate daggers and dynamite from the discussion 
of economic questions. My chastely written essays 
on the connubial state hav evoked protests from 
esteemed lady readers. Only yesterday an old sub- 
scriber called in time to spoil a sonnet by warning 
me that the longevity of my ancestors could not be 
relied upon to insure me length of days if I contin- 
‘ued to make poetry. So I may not evolve a thought, 
nor subject deep excogitate, e'en though my think- 
tank be alive with thinks in protoplasmic state. 
Nor was the mouth which I possess, by me e’er 
used for truth’s behoof, but some who would the 
same suppress arose to call me off its roof. 

My latest indiscreet act consists in referring with 
levity to the publication in an English paper of 
what was represented to be an up-to-date interview 
with Mary Queen of Scots, who was beheaded in 
1587. And now, anent that same, my friend Judge 
Brewer, of Cortland, N. Y., writes me an intimation 
that my observations on death and the after life 


do not display a right conception of ascertained 


facts as he sees them. The judge’s contribution to 
the subject is contained in a statement substantially 
like this: That he wrote a letter to a relativ ten 
years deceased, applied to a medium, and received, 
upon slates, a communication not only replying in 
a satisfactory manner to his favor of even date, but 
written in the well-known hand of the relation ad- 
dressed. Other circumstances were that the 
medium and Judge Brewer were strangers; that 
the letter was written in the privacy of the judge’s 
own room and was never out of his custody; that 
he was in his normal condition when the answer was 
received; that it was broad daylight; that there 
was no person in the room except himself and the 
medium; that he was addressed by his full name 
and that the full Christian, married, and related 
names of the decedent were signed; that the slates 
were never out of his hands or sight; that he heard 
the scratching of the pencil as it wrote. The slates 
were tied together. With a few changes the fore- 
going describes a seance that I once had, except 
that I recognized none of the handwriting. Per- 
haps that was because I addressed a fictitious per- 
son; the same sent me a message, however, prom- 
ising to be with me always. I take it that he was 
one of the poor people mentioned in the scriptures, 
whom we are always to hav in our society. There 
were no manifestations not explainable in the ordi- 
nary Way. 

I cheerfully avouch that Judge Brewer is a man 
whose word is to be taken as he givs it. He is not 
a promiscuous and miscellaneous liar, like myself, 
and there is no reason to doubt that his account is 
correct. The facts that he has not stated, because 
they esc ped his observation, would be necessary 
to an explanation of those he has mentioned. The 
conclusion that spirits write on slates involves so 
‘much, and has so many corollaries, that I hesitate 
to jump at it. Besides, when I remember all the 
mean people who hav lived, and are now deceased, 
I find much encouragement in my belief that the 
dead are dead for keeps. 


The field of Spiritualistic journalism is not sacred 
from the invasion of enterprise and competition. 
Dr. A. B. Dobson, the healing medium, who lived 
for many years at Maquoketa, Is., passed from this 
life recently at San Jose, Cal. Being recognized 
as a rustler and also as one who understood the 
value of advertising, it was altogether natural that 
he should appreciate the same qualities in others. 
Hence when the editor of the Light of Truth got 
a scoop on his loathsome contemporaries in announ- 
cing the “transition” of Dr. D., recognition of the 
fact by the deceased was immediate. The doctor's 

_shade at once dropped in at the office of the paper 
in Cincinnati, O., and while he did not plank down 
. & year’s subscription in advance he left a communi- 
cation which must hav been almost as gratifying to 
the editor. It began: “Being the first paper to 
notice my transition, I hav sought an avenue 
through the Light of Truth.” It sounds just like 
the doctor; he believed in taking his announcements 
to an editor who could get a move on himself, the 
same as that familiar old contributor, Vox Pop, 
whose communication uniformly begins with the 
word's, “Recognizing the enterprise of the Bugle 
ps $ purveyor of news.” Well might the editor of 


our contemporary vaunt himself, if he felt so dis- 
posed, with the remark, «It is a cold day when the 
Light of Truth gets left.” 

Dr. Dobson, in the communication referred to, 
says that he is still attending the cases he had on 
hand at the time of his decease, and finds himself 
as usual healing the sick. Instances are known to 
the history of medical practice where the recovery 
of the invalid was attributed to his physician dying 
first and giving him a chance to get well, but as 
Dr. Pobson though dead yet doctoreth, no such 
conclusion can be reached in the case of his pa- 
tients, and one hope is denied their friends. The 
question then arises whether his heirs are entitled 
to the fee, and if not why not. It was reported the 
other day that a young lady had sued the estate of 
her intended husband, whom she charged with 
breach of promis in that he had then and there 
broken their engagement by then and there dying. 
The cases are not parallel, but both are interesting 
nevertheless. a wes 

Dr. Dobson expresses a wish which the most of 
us will find it easy to respect. He says: “Only one 
request I make here: It is that no one claim me 
as a guide, nor evoke me.” Possibly the Banner 
of Light office-medium, or the spirit-message clerk 
in the Progressive Thinker office, will exclaim that 
these words are an artful interpolation by the edi- 
tor of the journal in which they appear, designed 
to clinch his hold on Dr. Dobson as a correspond- 
ent of his paper to the exclusion of the others; but 
then, what one person says about another person 
in the same line of business is sometimes inspired 
by envy. : 

As one who is not at all certain that the dead 
write or dictate letters to the quick, I do not attrib- 
ute the communication here discussed to the spirit 
of Dr. Dobson; there is better reason to believe 
that the spirit of modern journalism has got enrap- 
port with the Light of Truth office. The failure 
of the deceased to giv his present address is a sus- 
picious circumstance and supports that theory. 


. 

**The Ozar is drowsy !" Does he rest, 
Or does & dark and horrid past 
Across his brain its shadow cast 

And press like lead upon his breast? 


And does his filmy eye, that gleams 
So dully ’neath its nerveless lid, 
Behold what from its light was hid 
And dwell on horrors while he dreams? 


Or comes there to his ears again, 
From which the sense of sound has fled, 
The wail of those who mourn their dead 
By his imperial mandate slain? 


The Ozar is drowsy! Warmth and light, 
The pulse of blood, the stir of breath, 
Forsake him, but can even death 

Shut from his mind all sound and sight? 


From out the dungeons czars hav built, 
From out Siberia’s prison mines, 
Where sun of hope nor freedom shines, 

Must shrieks and curses cry his guilt. 


` And clanking chains and whistling knout, 
A land with crime and suffering wrung, 
Might giv the martyred dead a tongue, 
And lend new volume to the shout. 


The Ozar is dying! Who shall weep? 
Let anodyne allay his pains, 
But be the present rest he gains 
Prolonged to everlasting sleep! 


A correspondent at Carroll Ia., Mr. Richard 
Conway, sends me a clipping and asks me how I 
like * Brother Bob" revised and enlarged. Said 
clipping is an obituary notice of Mrs. Amanda 
Meyers, who, according to the writer, died in Jesus 
at or near Lyons, Ia., and awaits the resurrection 
in the Blue Grass cemetery. This was the 19th of 
September, and it is to be supposed that she still 
waits. What my correspondent calls attention to 
is the eulogistic matter following the statement of 
facts in the obituary. Having set forth, as afore- 
said, that Mrs. Myers died in Jesus and awaits the 
gladsome sound of his voice at Blue Grass, also 
that the funeral was a social success, the mortuary 
editor says: 

The loving wife, mother, and friend died where woman- 
hood’s morning almost touches noon. 

The reader who does not recognize those words 
as a paraphrase of Robert G. Ingersoll’s tribute to 
his brother Ebon, will still find something in them 
to make him pause and refiect. Mrs. Meyers was 
born in 1827 and was going on sixty-eight years of 
age. If that may be called life’s morning, how old 
would the deceased hav been if she had lived till 
sundown?, | 

The writer follows Ingersoll’s words along down 
the page as closely as the sex of the departed will 
permit, even to declaring that “in every storm of 
life" she was “oak and rock;" and although 
previously asserting that Mrs. Meyers was a Meth- 


odist and one of God's people, he does not hesitate 
to aver that she “left all superstition far below.” 
Then follows a rank interpolation, for “the dawn- 
ing of a brighter and grander. day” that fell upon 
her forehead is described as “in the loving embrace 
of Jesus our savior.” There are also other varia- . 
tions, such as “ duty toward God” and “ worshiper 
of God.” , After these the writer finishes the par- 
aphrase of the tribute, but, evidently regarding it 
as incomplete, he adds: 

And while we mourn we are consoled by the thought 
that she is released from her suffering, her spirit happy 
and at rest in the paradise of God, aud that the ** first 
resurrection ” will reunite all who liv to obtain a part 
therein. 

It is these revisions and enlargements, I suppose, 
that led Mr. Conway to ask how I liked the result. 
I am candid in saying that it does not please. It is 
edited too much like & mixed quatrain I saw 
lately—two lines from Scott and two from Pope— 
as follows: 

O woman! in our hours of ease 
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please, 


Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face. 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace. 


I recently expressed the thought that Colonel 
Breckinridge’s campaign for renomination as candi- 
date for Congress must hav convinced him that he 
was not the only hypocrit in Kentucky. To the 
support of that opinion I now bring the Prophet 
Mohammed Charles Chilton Moore, one of Breck- 
inridge's political rivals and editor of the Blue Grass 
Blade, who, speaking of the defeated candidate, 
BRYS : 

We who bay been blasting him are no better than he is 
if others could know about us as we know ourselvs. 

Such confession must be good for the soul of 
Mr. Moore. Now let him call upon the other gen- 
tlemen, and especially upon the ladies, who worked 
and prayed against Breckinridge on moral and re- 
ligious grounds, to come and do likewise. They 
need not specify their sins, which are nobody’s 
business. Only let them own up; and, above all, 
shut up. 

Colonel Ingersoll’s late commentaries on holy 
writ, which he is now delivering in the form of a 
lecture entitled “All About the Bible,” embrace re- 
marks that seem to me to express the sublimity 
of charity and benevolence. The method which 
he pursues in this work is to take up the books or 
divisions of the Bible one after another, to com- 
ment upon their value, and then pass on to the 
next. This naturally brings him in the course of 
time to a consideration of the book of Ruth, when 
he says: “I admit that the history of Ruth is in 
some respeots a beautiful and touching story; that 
it is naturally told, and that her love for Naomi was 
deep and pure. But in the matter of courtship we 
would hardly advise our daughters to follow the 
example of Ruth. Still,” admits the colonel—and 
it is here that his thoughtfulness displays itself— 
“we must remember that Ruth was a widow.” — 

- Literature is pathetic with apologies for the gao- 
rifices of wives for their husbands, of mothers for 
their offspring, and of maidens for their sweet- 
hearts. It was time that something should be said 
in behalf of the widows who are at times impelled 
to make a little break on their own account. 

Gro. E. MacpoNALD. 


Four New Books by Colcnel Ingersoll. 

Colonel Ingersoll has a new lecture, which ho will 
deliver this fall and winter. It is entitled “The 
Holy Bible," and is now ready in pamphlet form. 
A million copies should be sold, and we are ready 
to dispose of our share of them at the regular and 
low price of twenty-five cents each. It will make a 
Superb missionary document. 

His lectures on Shakspere and Lincoln are algo 
in press, and will be ready soon. The price of each 
will be twenty-five cents. They will be printed in 
handsome shape, in paper covers. Every one 
will want copies of these splendid addresses, and 
orders may be sent to us at once, and will be filled 
as soon as we get the books from the publisher. 

Another pamphlet which everybody will want is 
this: “Is Suicide a Sin?" The work contains Ool- 
onel Ingersoll’s two letters to the New York World, 
together with the replies of famous clergymen and 
others, a verdict from a jury of eminent men of 
New York, curious facts about suicides, celebrated 
essays and opinions of noted men, and an original 
chapter on the “ Great Suicides of History.” Price, 
in heavy paper, with late portrait of Robert G. Inger- 
Boll, twenty-five cents, : 
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(Continued from page 693.) 

of churches in the District of Columbia were early 
made and constantly continued. These applica- 
tions at first came in modest form, Congress being 
asked to grant such powers, privileges, and immu- 
nities as “they in their wisdom should deem 
proper.” Afterwards the requests were changed to 
demands, the ministers appearing with bills in 
their pockets drawn to suit themselvs, and boldly 
claiming that their property should be exempt 
from taxation. These claims bav been partially 
successful, though the course of Congress in regard 
to taxation of church property has b2en go vacillat- 
ing that it cannot be said that any notional policy 
has been adopted. One of the earliest of these 
bills of incorporation was vetoed by President 
Madison in 1811, on the ground that it exceeded 
the rightful authority to which governments are 
limited by the essential distinction between civil 
and religious functions, and violated, in particular, 
the article in the Constitution of the United States, 
which declared that Congress should make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion. 

For the same reason President Madison vetoed 
a bill reserving a certain parcel of land for the use 
of a church. These vetoes checked, for a time, this 
species of legislation; but the churches, by con- 
stantly watching their opportunity, and by con- 
tinued besieging, not only obtained acts of incor- 
poration but occasionally succeeded in getting ap- 
propriations. Of late years, also, Congress has 
established a system of appropriations for sectarian 
schools among the Indian tribes. It may be safely 
said that the national policy is against appropria- 
tions for churches or for religious purposes. Nearly 
the only exception consists in these appropriations 
for sectarian schools; and there is a fair prospect 
that this practice will, at no distant day, be aban- 
doned. 

3. Sunday Mails. The greatest contest and the 
longest continued, was over the Sunday mails; and 
in that the church party was utterly routed. The 
principal honor of the victory was due to Senator 
Johnson, of Kentucky, who, by his memorable re- 
port in 1829, put a quietus upon the crusade against 
Sunday mails. In & masterly review of the whole 
question, he showed that the movement was “an 
entering wedge of a scheme to make the govern- 
ment a religious instead of a social and political in- 
stitution.” The movement, having since then slept 
for more than sixty years, now shows some signs 
of resuscitation. Logical consistency requires Sun- 
day advocates to open the question again. But 
they will not succeed, unless indeed as a part of 
their general success all along the line. If the 
government is to go into the hands of the church, 
then we may expect to lose our Sunday mail. But 
not otherwise. 

4. Exemption of Church Property from Tagza- 
tion. In nothing is the crusade of the church 
against the state more apparent—in nothing does 
it more clearly display its hostility to our republi- 
can institutions than in the tenacity with which it 
insists upon having its property exempted from 
those burdens which are borne by other classes of 
the community. 

Taking the census of 1890 as a basis, and making 
allowance for the different species of property not 
reported, the amount of untaxed church property is 
about a thousand millions of dollars; and when we 
consider the undervaluations that would be very 
naturally given in, it is more probable that the 
total is double that amount, or two thousand mill- 
ions of dollars. This is the burden which the 
American people are carrying for the benefit of the 
churches. How long will they submit to it, how long 
before they will pass laws subjecting all church 
property to taxation, remains to be seen. Institu- 
tions and customs sanctioned by the usages of hun- 
dreds of years are not to be overthrown in a day. 
But the people are constantly growing more rest- 
less under such a burden. They cannot fail to see 
that all exempted property throws upon the other 
property in the community an additional amount 
of taxes exactly corresponding to the proportionate 
amount of property exempted. If one-fifth of the 
property is exempt, the taxes on the other four- 
fifths are just twenty-five per cent more than they 
otherwise would be; $400 of property having to 
pay the tax belonging to $500. 

The city of Chicago has been trying to make the 
Young Men’s Christian Association pay for the 
water it uses. The association claims that it is 
just as reasonable that it should be exempt from 
water rates as from taxes. And the argument is a 
good one. To exempt it from either is to rob the 
balance of the community. 

5. The Sunday Movement. Sunday is a Cath- 
olic institution. No sacredness was attached to it 
in the early history of the church. The obligation 
to keep it different from other days rests upon the 


traditions and decrees of the Catholic church. But 
the Protestants, in adopting the day, are not satis- 
fied to adopt at the same time the mode of keeping 
the day. To do that would be to admit, too dis- 
tinctly, its Catholic origin. They wish to make a 
more sacred day of it. The Protestants, while they 
admit there is no authority in the New Testament 
for changing the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday, 
nevertheless claim the right to do so. Taking the 
Catholic Sunday, they wish to attach to it the sa- 
credness of the Jewish Saturday. And having done 
that they wish to compel by law all American citi- 
zens to observe it according to the ideas of sacred- 
ness which they, the Protestants, choose to attach 
toit. They hav various state lawsfor that purpose, 
and now they wish a national law. They hav not 
yet succeeded, but they will not desist in their 
efforts to that end; nor must we desist in our de- 
termined efforts to prevent it. 

Notwithstanding the World’s Fair Sunday. act, 
which was exceptional in its character, the govern- 
ment is not fully committed on the Sunday ques- 
tion. It is on the defensiv. In the action lately 
taken, overruling the order of Postmaster Hesing, 
in the matter of the Sunday parade of the carriers, 
the department was careful not to put it upon the 
ground that Sunday was to be observed as a sacred 
day, or even as a rest day. The order, though 
claimed as a triumph by the ministers, was not 80 
great a triumph after all. Their persistent opposi- 
tion may hav had something to do with the result, 
but the action of the department is based expressly 
upon the ground that some of the clerks might not 
participate, and this might prevent such a complete 
inspection as was required. On the Sunday ques- 
tion the government is on the defensiv, resisting 
while strongly besieged. Every aid should be ren- 
dered by all good citizens to make its defense 
effectual. 

This is the phase of the crusade which is more 
immediately upon us. It demands our constant 
watchfulness, our unceasing vigilance, our earnest 
activitv. 

6. God in the Constitution. This has been a 
battle-cry of the crusaders. They would hav the 
fundamental law of the land given a religious char- 
acter. Then they would be prepared for other vic- 
tories. If it is important for them to hav such a 
change, it is equally important for us that the 
change should not be made. We hav been and 
we must continue to be on the alert in this matter. 

At the hearing lately appointed before the com- 
mittee in Washington, Mr. Putnam, ever vigilant, 
was on hand, but his argument was, for the present 
at least, deemed unnecessary. Ordinarily, when 
the Court declines to hear opposit counsel, no de- 
cision adverse to him is to be apprehended. Still 
we trust he will only rest upon his arms, keeping 
them bright and ready for the conflict. 

T. Thisis a Christian Country. If the decision 
of Justice Brewer of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. made in February, 1892, in the case 
of the Trinity church vs. the United States, de- 
claring this to be a Christian country, was not of 
itself a part of the crusade, it certainly gave a pow- 
erful stimulus to the movement, and placed a most 
effectiv weapon in the hands of the crusaders. And 
what places Justice Brewer under suspicion of hav- 
ing joined the crusade, and of having given the 
opinion for the purpose of aiding the movement, is, 
that it was not necessary to a decision of the case, 
that he should express any opinion upon that sub- 
ject at all. - The fact that the opinion was unnec- 
essary makes it what lawyers call an obiter dictum, 
that is, something said outside the case. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity, of New York, 
had made a contract with a Mr. Warren, of England, 
to come over to New York and become the pastor 
of the church, which Mr. Warren did. But an act 
of Congress had been passed against the importa- 
tion of foreigners under contract to perform labor 
or service in this country; and suit was brought 
against the church for the penalty for violating this 
law. The Circuit Court of the United States in 
New York decided against Trinity Church, and the 
church took the case to the supreme court of the 
United States. Justice Brewer, in deciding fhe 
case, held that the act of congress was intended to 
apply to manual labor only, and that it did not 
apply to professional men. Mr. Warren being a 
professional man and not a laboring man, the jus- 
tice held that the law did not apply to him. Don’t 
you see that that should hav ended the case? 
Don’t you see that it made no sort of difference 
what kind of a professional man Mr. Warren was? 
Whether he was a lawyer, a preacher, a doctor, or 
a teacher of music? It was not necessary at all to 
say anything about the Christian religion or any 
other religion. 

But Justice Brewer, who seems to hav wanted 
to help along the religious crusade against the 


government, going beyond any necessity in the 
case, held that this being a religious country, and 
Mr. Warren being a minister of religion, it could 


‘not be presumed that the act of Congress was in- 


tended to apply to him.. If Mr. Warren, instead 
of being a minister, had been a teacher of musie, 
it was not to be presumed that the act of congreag 
was intended to apply to him. If Mr. Warren, 
instead of being a minister, had been a teacher of 
music, then it might be argued that this being a 
country in which people are fond of musié, it Was 
not to be presumed that the act of congtess was in- 
tended to apply to him, and the argument would 
hav been just as good. But in that case Mr. War- 
ren would hav been outside the act of congress, 


not because he was a musician, but because he was 


not amanual laborer, within the meaning of the law, 
as Justice Brewer construed it. So in the case as 
it was. If the statute did not apply to Mr. War- 
ren, it was not because he was a minister, but be. 
cause he wasa professional man, and nota laboring 
man within the meaning of the law. 

As Justice Taney in the celebrated Dred Scott 
case, going beyond any necessity, by an elaborate 
dictum, sought to bolster up the cause of American 
slavery, so here Justice Brewer in the same way 
has done what he could to support the American 
church and to strengthen it in its assaults upon out 
free institutions. £3 

8. The Blair Amendment. This attempt to 
amend the federal Constitution so as to require the 
principles of the Christian religion to be taught to 
all the youth of our country has met with a com- 
plete failure. The attempt will no doubt be re- 
newed, and we must be prepared to resist it, when- 
ever and in whatever form it may be made. 

Such is the crusade which has been carried on 
and which is still carried on by the Church against 
the State in this country. Such are the assaults 
which, for. over a hundred years, hav continually 
been made by the advocates of the prevailing 
religion upon our republican form of government 
and upon our free institutions. The aim is toover- 
throw them, and to establish in their place a theo- 
cratic oligarchy. The claim of those ministers who 
are now managing this movement, of their right to 
dictate the laws, is unblushingly put forth, and we 
are told that if we are not satisfied with such a 
state of things we can leave the.country. But we 
will not leave the country. We will remain; and 
we will fight all these movements to the bitter end. 

Our principles are silently pervading the masses. 
We are rapidly becoming a nation of Freethinkers. 
Our sentiments find voice through the press, in city 
councils, in state legislatures, in the halls of Con- 
gress. The foundations of the old religious edifice ` 
are crumbling, and already it totters to its fall. 

While many things hav conspired to bring about the 
present situation—the progress of science and scien- 
tific modes of thought, to which religion and the Bi- 
ble are at variance—the spirit of investigation which 
has inquired into the origin of books and of doc- 
trins which had been received as heaven-descended 
—the contradictions, absurdities, and indecencies 
which hav more and more become patent in the 
book supposed to hav been inspired—while all these 
causes hav been at work, there has been, all the 
time, one central idea ever uppermost—one thought 
which never would down, and which has been more 
potent, perhaps, than all other causes together. 
That is, how the God of the universe could be capa- 
ble of arranging a scheme for the salvation of a few 
who could believe a certain form of doctrin, while 
among the many who could not believe it, and who 
would be lost, would be friends, companions, and 
relativs of the saved. 

Historians tell us that in the seventh century, 
when the Frisians of Germany were being con- 
quered to Christianity, and the pagan chief Radbod 
was about to be baptized—when he had even gone 
so far as to immerse one of his legs in the baptismal 
font, he turned suddenly upon the bishop and 
asked, «Where are my dead forefathers at pres- 
ent?” «In hell, with all other unbelievers,” replied 
the bishop. “Mighty well" said Radbod, remov- 
ing his leg, *then will I rather feast with my an- 
cestors in the halls of Woden, than dwell with your 
little starveling band of Christians in heaven." 

The thought of Radbod had been coming down 
through the generations, and had worked its way 
among the millions. It has kept people from 
church, and it has kept people who go to church 
from the anxious seat. It has year after year in- 
creased the cost of converting the heathen. It is 
now overturning that system of religion, the con- 
templation of which started the thought in the 
honest pagan’s brain. 

Friends, we hav much to encourage us. The 
net results of the hundred years’ struggle are by 
no’ means disheartening. What the church hag 
gained is much less than what it has attempted and 
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has failed to accomplish. In its desperation, dis- 
trusting the power of that holy spirit upon which 
it has urged others to rely, the church has re- 


sorted to constitutional changes and legal enact- 


ments for the purpose of forcing its effete religion 
upon a free people. Shall the attempt be permitted 
to succeed? Never! Never! 

Inspired with fresh zeal and renewed courage, let 
us renew the struggle. Whatever may be the 
result, we shall at least hav the satisfaction of 


knowing that in our day and generation we hav 


all done what we could to transmit to those who 
shall come after us the blessings of a republican 
form of government, and of those free institutions 


which, if preserved, will be a guaranty of civil and 


religious liberty for all time to come. 


Stuart Beattie, D. T. Ames, and Mr. Putnam fol- 


lowed in more of the short and informal talks which 
were a feature of this Congress. 
SATURDAY MORNING. 


The morning of Saturday was used for the busi- 


ness meeting of the Union. Dr. Severance presided. 
The doctor is a strict parliamentarian, and held the 
delegates down to business. 
her report as Secretary. She quoted Linton’s 
Speech in Congress against the Indian school ap- 
propnanon bill as a sign of the times, and also the 
‘fact that a Chicago Presbyterian preacher wanted 


church property taxed. The work of the Union 
itself had been done mostly in Chicago in opposi- 
The Union had 


tion to the church societies. 
checked the Sunday Observance societies, and also 
the ministers who wanted to proselytize the unsus- 
picious people of Chicago. A friend of the Union 


had paid out about $125 in printing leaflets for 
The President, Mr. Waite, had 
also written several articles for the Boston Znvesti- 


these purposes. 


gator. The report was adopted as read. 

-Otto Wettstein, the treasurer, being in Europe, 
his son appeared in his stead and read the treas- 
urér's réport, Which may be summarized as follows: 
Balance on hand at beginning of the fiscal year, 
$90.92. Receipts for year, $163.85. Expenses, 
$125.98. Balance, $37.87. 

John Mahara moved and d. A. Greenhill seconded 
a proposition that the-balance was too small, and 
that the members present be assessed a dollar each. 
Carried. Messrs. Mahara and Greenhill paid their 
dollar at once, as did Mr. Kendall, Moses Harman, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Bosworth, and others. 

D. T. Ames moved that the two organizations be 
merged into one, and that the officers to be elected 
for both be the same. John Mahara seconded the 
proposition, and added an amendment that they 
use the name of the Secular Union. Mr. Putnam 
remarked that the thing couldn’t be done, as the 
constitutions stood in the way. The chair agreed 
with him and that settled it. The proposition of 
Messrs. Ames and Mahara was then made as an 
advisory one, and in that shape carried. 

A motion to elect by acclamation was carried. 
Mr. Barr of Chicago nominated Samuel P. Putnam, 
and then the nominations were closed, which elected 
him. Dr. Severance was made first vice-president, 
Judge Waite second, Dr. J. H. Greer third, Mr. 
Betz fourth. Mrs. Freeman was re-elected secre- 
tary, and the Secular Union adjourned. 

Mrs. Freeman read a letter to the Union from 
Mr. Gardiner of Troy as to details of organization 
and another from Katie Kehm Smith on Secular 
Sunday Schools, which will appear later. 

The National Spiritualists sent the following, 
which reached the secretary of the Congress at this 
time as follows: 

: WasuriNGTON, D. O., Oct. 26, 1894. 
To the American Secular Union and Freethought Feder- 
ation in Convention assembled, Greeting: 

We are making a strong fight for no God in the Con- 
stitution of the United States of America. We stand by 
the Constitution of the days of Jefferson and Thomas 
: Paine. Let us unite, and as this world is our home and 
doing good our religion, stand always together for 
Liberty and Progression. 

Harrison D. BARRETT, Pres., 
Fannie B. WooDBURY, Sec., 
National Spiritualists’ Association. 


The secretary was ordered to reply, which he did 


in the subjoined: 
Onzcaao, Oct, 27, €. M. 294. 

To the National Spiritualists’ Association, Greeting: 

Your welcome message on the line of march was re- 
ceived by the United Congress of the Freethinkers of 
America with enthusiasm. We heartily reciprocate your 
good will, and we are instructed by the Congress to send 
to you our message of fellowship, and whether the march 
be longer or shorter we will always stand together in the 
cause of eternal right. Nothing is more precious than 
liberty, more necessary to human progress than human 
rights. With the fathers of the Republic ‘‘we pledge 
our lives, our fortunes, snd our sacred honor.” With 
best wishes of all members of the Congress, Yours 
truly, E. M. MACDONALD, Sec. of Congress. 


: SATURDAY AFTERNOON. 
The Federation had its business session at this 
time, and cut it about as short as the Union did. 


Mrs. Freeman read 


Things were so harmonious that they went quick. 
E. C. Reichwald read the secretary’s and treasurer’s 
reports as follows: 


SEORETARY’S REPORT. 


The work of the Federation for the last year has been 

oue of great importance; some gaiu has been made for 
Freethought, and the aggressions of the church hav been 
resisted and defeated. The ecclesiastical party, encour- 
aged no doubt by its success in Congressional enactments 
for the closing of the World’s Fair on Sunday, intreduced 
into both branches of Congress a bill to amend the Consti- 
tution, so as to make this a Christian government. It is 
known as the ** God-in-the-Constitution ” amendment, an 
amendment which, radicaland revolntionary in its nature, 
would logically disfranchise every Freethinker. 
_ For years the Ohristiau political party has been labor- 
ing for this amendment, and it rallied all its forces in 
order to influence Congress to present this amendment to 
the American people. The President of the Federation, 
together with others, were present before the Congres- 
sional Committee, in order to combat the arguments of 
the clergy, who were about the only ones who. seemed 
desirous of passing the amendment, 8s they would be the 
chief, if not the only ones, who would receive any benefit 
from the proposed change. The prospect of a long and 
exciting debate on questions of such yast importance 
seemed to disturb the Committee of Congress; and in or- 
der to avoid the whole matter the amendment was laid 
upon the table, so that for the time being the victory is 
with Freethought. But none the less does it demand un- 
remitting watchfulness on the part of the Federation to 
see that this undertaking is not renewed and made more 
successful when more pliable and corrupt politicians are 
at hand, .. . i 

This project of the church party having failed, a more 
determined effort was made for Sabbath legislation. 
Bills are now before Congress for this purpose, liable to 
be acted upon at any time; and it will require constant 
attention on our part to counteract their repeated efforts 
for the passage of a national Sabbath law. We must be 
in a position immediately to send & representativ of the 
Federation to Washington whenever this matter is before 


Congress, as it undoubtedly will be during the coming 


gession. 

The New York Constitutional Convention afforded 
another field for effort in behalf of Freethought. It was 
proposed, if possible, to induce the Convention to present 
to the people of New York an amendment in favor of 
equal and impartial taxation, so that churoh properiy 
could not be exempt even by legislativ enactments. A 
powerful pamphlet on ** Ohurch Property” was prepared 
by the Truth Seeker Company and widely circulated. 
Fifteen hundred copies were distributed over the state 
by the Federation, copies were sent to all the papers, to 
state and county officials, and to members of the Conven- 
tion. The pamphlet attracted wide attention and quite 
numerous extracts were made from it by the secular 
papers; and even some Christian journals and clergymen 
admitted the force of its arguments. President Putnam 
visited Albany and conferred with many members of the 
Convention in regard to church taxation and found a 
large number in its favor and also in favor of prohibiting 
by constitutional enactment appropriations from the pub- 
lic treasury to sectarian institutions. Had the Convention 
devoted itself to universal principles instead of to party 
policy it might hav presented these great issues to the 
people as a matter of justice. But the COouvention de- 
cided for what was expedient to the majority as repre- 
sentativs of a party organization, and not for the good of 
all the people. 

But the agitation of these questions of Freethought 
has no doubt spread information among the people and 
set them to thinking, which will bear fruits for just leg- 
islation in years to come. 

In connection with the American Secular Union the 
Federation decided to hold the present joint Oongress. 
An appeal for funds was generously responded to. Mr. 
Putnam devoted two months of his time to the work of 
the Congress. Hundreds of letters and thousands of cir- 
culars were sent all over the country. Notwithstanding 
the industrial and financial depression the old-time en- 
thusiasm of the Freethinkers was sroused, and through 
this Congress, no doubt. a fresh impetus will be given to 
our cause, and Freethinkers will work unitedly together. 

The persecution of Mr. Wise in Kansas for sending 
passages of the Bible through the mails is a religious per- 
secution, and it forces upon our attention the despotic 
spirit of the church, and shows that it is ready to resort 
to the most cruel and Oppressiv measures in order to com- 
pel people to accept its authority. Freethinkers must 
rally to the defense of Mr. Wise and others who hav been 
attacked by these unjust laws which, enacted professedly 
for the benefit of morality, are in reality for the destruc- 
tion of Freethought. 

Utah is about coming into the Union as a state; a tre- 
mendous effort is being made by the churches to incor- 
porate a religious declaration in the constitution of the 
new state, which was accomplished in Washington and 
Montana. There isa strong Liberal element in Utah, 
and the Freethinkers of all the Union should support 
Utah friends in the great contest which is now before 
them. Ifa sufficiently energetic effort is made the plans 
of the church party can be defeated. 

In Chicago and many other cities, great efforts are 
being made by religious combinations to enforce a Puri- 
tanic Sabbath. Tt is necessary that we be on our guard 
against these efforts, and to maintain personal liberty. 
Great efforts are also being made in Chicago and else- 
where to destroy our state secular schools by the intro- 
duction of the reading of the Bible and other religious 
exercises. It is necessary for Liberals to be constantly 
vigilant in these matters. We must oppose a strong and 
crafty organization, which will. resort to any means to 
carry out its purposes against American liberty. The 
Federation needs the support of all Liberals in its work. 
We must organize. We must labor together on the broad 
basis of state secularization. It is a matter of self- 
defense. We are being continually attacked; and we 
must resist, in order to preserve our rights and the prin- 
ciples of the republic. . 

The report of the Treasurer shows that the Liberals of 
the country hav confidence in the Freethought Federa- 
tion and will sustain it financially as well as morally in its 
unceasing conflict with tyranny and superstition. ` 

s d E. O. BzicHwALD. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 

At the time of my last report at our previous Ooneress 
there remaiued & balance in the treasury of $05.67. 
Since then I hav received by contributions, etc., $891.09, 
making the total receipts up to date $956.76. Out of 
this there has been expended as follows: — * 


S. P. Putnam—services aud expeuses at Wash- 
ingtou and Albany and for services for this 


Congress............ eere ——— - $483 75 
Franklin Steiner. for services.................. secre recess 80 00 
John R. Charlesworth, for services.. 58 18 
Stationery... :eeee cine eo soon no pea conoce roa te aeo se redes ee Ge gcnus 16 40 
——————————————Ó 50 18 
Postage... 60 84 
Steuographer. 8 50 
Folding and ms . 400 
Express oharges.............. ce e eeeeee eene 2 45 
Distribution of pamphlets on church property 

taxation .........u T O tene sst T 129 20 


Incidental expenses, such as advertising, hall rent, 
signs, rubber stamp, etc., $21.80, making a total of ex- 
penditures of $814.25, thus leaving a balance in the 
treasury of $142.51. . 

Mr. Putnam was then nominated and elected 
President, Mrs. Freeman secretary, and E. C. 
Reichwald, treasurer. Vice-presidents are Frank- 
lin Steiner and N. F. Griswold. The remainder of 
the afternoon was utilized for ten minute speeches, 
and Mr. Barnett, Mrs. Power, D. T. Ames, Mr. 
Burdick, and Mr. Betz were heard. Mrs. Power's 
daughter read her grandfather's last poem, and a 
five-year-old boy sang a song. Mr. Morgan, a 
Christian with a buzzing wheel in his head, amused 
the audience with some incoherent remarks. Moses 
Harman made what he calls one of his “rambling 
talks,” after which Mrs. Freeman read letters from 
Ernest Mendum and Louis Levine. 

(OONOLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Con. R. Q. INGERSOoLL’s lecture route is as follows: 


Sot cence eseeec New York Nov. 30.... Worcester, Mass 
Altoona, Pa Dec. 1..New Bedford, Mass 

Pittsburg, Pa Dee. 2........... Boston, Mass 

Columbus, O Dee. 8....... Haverhill, Mass 

Dayton, O Dee. 4...........Portland, Me 

Nov. 18........Cincinnati, O Dee. 5.............luynn, Masa 
Nov. 19.......... Oleveland, O Dee. 6......... Concord, N. H 
NOV, 20 ............-.. Ulyria, O Dec. 7...... Manchester, N. HE 
Nov. 21..............Toledo, O Dec. 8.......Brockton, Mase 
Nov. 22............. Warren, Dec. 9.. ...Providence, R. I: 


Dec. 10....Fa!l River, Mass 
Dec. 11. New London, Conn 
Dae. 16... Washingtou, D. O 
Dec. 17........ Richmond, Va 
Dec. 19.... Philadelphia, Pa 
Dec. 20....... Baltimore, Md 


(0) 
Nov. 28....Jamestown, N. Y 
Nov. 24.......... Buffalo, N. Y 
Nov. 25...... Brooklyn, N. Y 
Nov. 26...Bridgeport, Conn 
Nov. 27....... Holyoke, Mass 
Nov. 28....Springfield, Mass 
Nov. 29 Northampton, Mass 


S. P. Pornam’s lecture engagements for the month of 
November: ` 
Bangor, Mich., November 3d, 4th, and 5th. 
Brooklyn Philosophical Association, November 11th. 
Newark Liberal Leacue, Sunday evening, November 11th. 
Philadelphia, Pa., November 18th. 
Cincinnati, O., November 25th. 

Dates are now open for engagements between Chicago 
and New York. Please write at once to S. P. Putnam, 
234 South Water street, Chicago, Ill. 


Tue Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street. between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for November, 1894: 

November 4th—‘‘ Politics,” T. B. Wakeman. 


Tus Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Knabe Hall, 20 W. Fourth st, Cincinnati, Program 
for November: . 

November 4th—‘‘ No Matter, no Mind; or, The Theory 
of The Soul a Delusion.” John R. Charlesworth. 


Tus Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free All welcome. Program for November: 
November 6th—**'The Peace Movement and its Relation 

to Woman.” A, H. Love. 

Radical Library open 7.80 to 10 P.m. 

per month. 


Dues 15 cents 


TsSApDEUS B. WakgMAN, Candidate for judge of the 
court of appeals on the People's party ticket in this state, 
spoke before the Manhattan Liberal Olub last Friday 
evening upon ‘‘ Politics.” A fair audience heard what 
he had tosay upon that important problem. The present 
system of parties and manner of nominating people for 
office was severely condemned. Weare suffering to-day, 
he said, from an oligarchy of demagogy, and he quoted 
Aristotle's dictum—oligarchy and & demagogy are the 
two diseases of democracy, and said that in a true democ- 
racy the people, not party bosses or machines, do the 
nominating as well as electing. Mr. Wakeman would 
remedy the present evil by restoring the tówn meetings 
which once characterized New England, aad iu every 
election district he would hav halls owned by the city or 
state where the voters could register and then nominate 
their candidetes on the spot. This could be applied, he 
said, to assembly, state, Senatorial, and Congressional 
election districts and the people vote directly for the 
president and United States Senators. He also said, 
while he was in favor of the defeat of Tammany Hall in 
this city, the election of the anti-Tammany ticket 
would mean that in a few years, instead of the city being 
robbed by thousands it would be by millions and in a more 
legal way than the present style of corruption. The 
remedy would be to abolish the system which makes this 
disgraceful state of affairs possible, and glancing over the 
field of politics the People’s party alone can accomplish 
this great reform. om 
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Toctters of (iriends. 


Too Good to Stop. 
Moopy, Tex., Oct. 10, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: Find inclosed order for 
$2 on my subscription. The old reliable 
TRUTH SEEKER is too good to stop. 
Joun M. Simmons. 


He Is Wide Awake. 


SOMERVILLE, Mass., Oct. 18, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: It is with ‘‘joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory " that I send yous 
little more of the ‘‘ root of all evil,” with 
the request to mark me, ‘‘ paid up to ’95.” 
Long liv Tas TRUTH SEEKER. 
Yours for truth while life lasts, 
W. F. FRAZIER. 


Plenty of Modern Ammunition. 


WawzGo, Kax., Oct. 17, 1894. 
Mr. Enrron: Inclosed please find $2.50, 
for which send me Ingersoll's new lectures 
as follows: Four copies of ‘‘Holy Bible,” 
four of ‘‘Shakspere,” and two of ‘‘ Lin- 
coln.” Freethinkers cannot fail to be im- 
mensely grateful to Colonel Ingersoll for 
these latest lectures. We now hav 8 new 
supply of ammunition of the most approved 
atyle with which to attack the already 
crumbling walls of superstition. Let us 
bombard them all slong the line. ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought” is a 
splendid work and does credit to its suthor 
and the Freethought people who made its 

production possible. A. T. MoMinnan. 


Friendly in Wishes and Works. 

Bannack Orry, Mowr., Oct. 14, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I hay known you for so long 
in Tur TnurH SEEKER prints that I seem to 
be familiar with you personally. Our friend 
Samuel P. Putnam’s **Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought” was received last 
night, and duly appreciated indeed. You 
hav certainly made a grand effort in get- 
‘ting it up; the engravings are simply beau- 
tiful Ihope you will be well paid for 
your work in the years to come; and the 
same wish is extended. to the author of the 
book, our ''feithful worker." I here in- 
close you $6.75—#8 to renew my sub- 
scription to Taz TRUTH SEExer, and $3.75 
to pay for books and a tria] subscription 

to a friend named in my letter. 
A. BESSETTE. 


Cotton and Coin. 
Banker, Tex., Oct. 15, 1894. 

Mr. EprroR: Credit my account with 
the amount you will find inclosed. You 
may count on my writing as long as you 
hav such able contributors as John Peck 
and George E. Mcdonald, provided I can 
raise the honest dollars. I think it is only 
a question of time when they will become 
so very honest we cannot get them at all. 
It takes now twenty-two and s half pounds 
of dishonest cotton to buy one honest dol- 
lar. The plutocratic press and corpora- 
tion lawyers proclaim on every occasion 
that the producers and laborers are fools, 
and not capable of knowing right from 
wrong; that they hav a corner on the 
brains and intelligence of this nation, and 
all we hav to do is to hurrah for the party 
and tamely submit to be robbed; and the 
truth is we hav to hang our heads in shame 
and acknowledge that they are right. 

Yours for Freethought and reform, 

C. P. WHITEHEAD. 


Protestants Would Pay Much the Most. 
Roox Isnanp, ILL., Oct. 14, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $1.50 on 

subscription. There is no law in this state 
for or against having religious services in 
the public schools, yet it is and has been 
customary to read the Bible and hav the 
children say the Lord's prayer. I hav 
had some talk with the school directors 
.and superintendent of city schools; the 
city school superintendent, though a 
Methodist, says he is not. in favor of it, 
but does not feel like taking any stand 
against the time-honored custom. 

Iam making good use of five copies of 
**Ohurch Property” and find many Prot- 
estants saying they are in favor of paying 
taxes for the laudable purpose of compel- 
ling the Catholics to pay oa much more 
than they would.. So you see the average 
Protestant Christian is very patriotio and 

: liberal when he can do his. Catholic 
"brother a good turn, ` 


` Yours for the success of a purely secular | ary, and social entertainments were enthu- 


government in the not-distant future, 
J. L, BEAN. 


A Namesake of Heston?s. 
Dartas, TEx., Oct. 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $1, for which 
please send me THE TRUTH SEEKER for 
four months, by or before the expiration 
of which time I hope to be able to send 
you another $1 bill I hav been buying 
the paper from newsdealers for some years 
past, but was, for many years, from the 
first number, a subscriber. I am well 
pleased with the paper under your very able 
management, I enjoy Brother George’s 
Observations immensely, also Putnam’s 
letters, Susan Wixon’s children’s depart- 
ment, the Wettstein brothers and John 
Peck's letters, and, in fact, all good Ma- 
terialists’ writings suit me O.K. 

Myself, wife, and three children are 
charmed with Heston’s comical pictures, 
so much so that we hay named our young- 
est boy ‘‘ Heston.” 

Our city and business is, and has been, 
on the decline now for three or four years, 
getting duller and deader. The boom left 
us with & lot of property to pay taxes on, 
and very little income fromit. Compared 
with four years ago it is awful poor times 
with us here. ALLEN JOHNSON. 


Honest Thonght Will Do the Work. 
BouLDER, Cor., Oct. 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: It givs me great pleasure 
to be able to send you $21 on account and 
for subscription. "Times are so very hard 
out here just now on account of Anarchist 
Cleveland and his gang cutting off the sup- 
ply of needed money, by their infamous 

legislation last fall that it is difficult for 
most people to get the ordinary absolute 
necessities of life, let alone buying what 
many of them would call wicked, blasphe- 
mous, Infidel books; and so they go rather 
slowly this year; but I manage to work off 
some now and then, and here and now 
once in a while, sometimes twice in a while, 
some one gets one eye partly open, anda 
little light gets into his theologically be- 
fuddled brain; and even a little light is a 
dangerous thing to theological supersti- 
tion. If one of them gets to thinking for 
himself he is a gone case, it is only a mat- 
ter of time; honest thought will surely 
bring people to right conclusions. I think 
I am the only one in this county who 
keeps your books on sale, and go will ven- 
ture to order a few more to keep up an as- 
sortment. Hoping that the time may come 
even in our day when it will not be consid- 
ered a disgrace to promulgate unanswer- 
able truth, Iam, as ever, respectfully and 
fraternally yours. L. Z. Coman. 

Threatened with the Boycott. 
WATERTOWN, MINN., Oct. 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Mr. Franklin Steiner deliv- 
ered three lectures in the City Hall here on 
Oct. 9th, 10th, and 11th. His subjects were: 
“The Evidences of Christianity Tested,” 
‘The Morality of the Bible,” and ‘*Mo- 
rality Without Christianity,” and they 
were handled in a brilliant and scholarly 
manner, and his language was such as not 
to offend the ears of the most fastidious 
Christians, had they had the courage to 
attend. But no, they got up services in 
their churches or had ** pound parties” at 
their parsonages, and the ‘‘sky pilots” all 
forbid their flocks going; but that was not 
enough, for all sorts of slanderous reports 
were sent out and also blackmailing 
threats made. There were several people 
who would hav been pleased to go and 
hear, but owing to blackmailing influences 
had to stay away. Butin spite of all we 
had good audiences, and all those who did 
attend felt sorry when the last night’s 
lecture was over and they could not hav 
any more. 

This is the first venture of the kind in 
this place, but Ihope it will not be the last, 
and perhaps by the time that we are able 
to hav some more leotures, more people 
will hav courage to come out and enjoy a 
feast of reason. Joun P. THORNQUEST, 


.Earnest Liberals and Exceptional Chris- 
tians. 
SoarrooseE, OR., Oct. 10, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav just returned from 
the convention of the Oregon State Secular 
Union, heid in Forest Grove on the 5th, 
6th, and 7th.of October. It was a perfect 
success in every way, The musical, liter- 


siastically enjoyed by large and sapprecia- 
tiv audiences. The members took much 
interest in the business sessions, approv- 
ing the past efforts of the actual laborers 
in the cause, and voting increased assist- 
ance for the future. The election of offi- 
cers terminated in some re-elections, no- 
tably Mr. Jesse, president; Mrs. Katie 
Kehm Smith, secretary; and Miss N. A. 
Olds, one of the vice-presidents. These 
laborers deserve much praise for their 
unremitting devotion to the Liberal 
movement in the state. 

Especial notice should be taken of the 
Christians of Forest Grove, many assisting 
in the success of the convention by their 
presence, and some, astonishing to relate, 
actually freely entertaining visiting mem- 
bers! Verily the world does move when 
Methodists will volunteer the hospitality 
of their homes to Infidela who hav assem- 
bled to further the disintegration of Chris- 
tianity! Moreover the professor of biology 
in that most orthodox university in Forest 
Grove invited the convention to visit the 
new school building now in process of 
erection, the university library, and 
museum of anatomy and natural history. 
Nothing loth, we, the Infidels of Oregon 
in convention assembled, marched there in 
a body and were highly and instructivly 
entertained in that most Christian institu- 
tion by the courteous professor. 

This liberalattention to our organization 
by these Christians is the result of their 
enlightenment by one of our most promi- 
nent lecturers, Mrs. A. E. Barker, who 
has labored untiringly during the past 
year in Forest Grove. 

Much encouraged, I am 

Respectfully, Vinam S. Surrs. 


Once Tanght in Snnday-School. 


AVONDALE, ALA., Oct. 2, 1894. 

Mr. Enprron: Inclosed please find 
seventy-five cents to apply on my sub- 
scription. I would send more, but times 
hav been so hard in this vicinity that it is 
almost impossible to make anything above 
a living. However, times are improying s 
little now and I shall soon be in position 
to renew my subscription. I hav been 
taking your paper for the past three years 
and I cannot do without it. 

This is one of the suburbs of Birming- 
ham and contains about two thousand in- 
habitants. We hav five churches within a 
stone’s throw of each other and you may 
imagin how many ‘‘ bums” we hav to con- 
tend with. I am the only outspoken In- 
fidel in this place, but I frequently meet 
some Liberal-minded individuals. . 

I was once a Sunday-school teacher and 
believed the teachings of the Bible, but 
after reading ‘‘One Hundred and Forty- 
four Self-Contradictions of the Bible” I 
concluded at once that if the writings of 
the Bible had been inspired these contra- 
dictions would not hav occurred. I then 
read Professor Biichner’s ‘‘Force and 
Matter” and became convinced that the 
whole religious theory is & fraud. I used 
to be foolish enough to get down on my 
knees and pray, but not having any of my 
prayers answered, I became disgusted and 
quit. Neither do I believe that anyone 
ever had a prayer answered. I would like 
to hear something more from our friends 
on Spiritualism. Is it a fraud, oz is there 
such a thing ass spirit? If the dead can 
be conversed with we must giv up the 
idea that.this life ends all. Ican never 
believe in Spiritualism till I see these 
things with my own eyes. I would like 
very much to hav the Editor's opinion on 
this subject. 

Hoping we may all liv to see these mys- 
teries solved, I am, 

Yours for Freethought, 
AV. P. PHILLIPS, 


An Open Letter. 7 
Marss, Ipa., Oct. 1, 1894. 
Rev. Mr. Piros, Payette, Ids., Sir: 
Some few weeks since, by accident, I at- 
tended your Sunday evening service. 
You took a beautiful text, which among 
other things enjoined truth and charity, 
upon which there might bea good long 
sermon preached by one whose mind and 
heart were led in that direction. You 
started off by saying that the business 
men of your place wanted something 
more practical pteashed and you were 
sorry as you looked over your audience 


and saw none present, but remarked that 
you might get in a *' lick” somewhere else 
if not on them. 

You wound up by making the assertion 
that our prisons were filled by Anarchists 
and Infidels. When the service was over 
and your attention was Called by me to 
the statistios of our prisons your reply 
was that you were as well informed as my- 
self. You certainly ought to be much 
more so, holding the position you occupy 
and making such assertions in public. 
Will you kindly mail me some documents 
bearing on the subject or inform me 
where to send for them, in return kindness 
for the statistics, ** Crimes of Preachers,” 
mailed you this date. I cannot help ask- 
ing you the question, Does it look well for 
8 follower, or a professed one, of Christ 
coming from the land of fox hunting and 
bob-tail horses, and of the same blood as 
those who sent their hired Hessians across 
the waters to shoot down the grandsires of 
those who contribute most liberally to 
build our schoolhouses, keep them stocked 
with '*useful" teachers, and pioneer in 
the wilderness among savages—yes, sir, 
does it look well for one in yonr position 
to get up in his pulpit and teach women 
and children (I overheard the remark that 
there was one man at your former dis- 
course) to ostracize s class of citizens who 
will not be found below par with preachers 
when truth's record is forthcoming? I 
would not east & stone at any decent 
preacher of the gospel—for we occasionally 
hav one in our midst—but they do not 
teach the uneducated women and children 
falsehoods to prejudice them against their 
fellow-citizen. : 

At your service, sir, in searching for 
truth, A. Q. CHUROH. 


Some Calm Reflections. 
Eureka, Oan., Oct. 11, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: I am home again and hav 
settled down to business once more, part 
of which is to scrutinize Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER or anything else that comes along. 
Lately I read the letter of Mr. C. O. Hays 
and I hav been sick at the stomach ever 
since. Now comes Mr. J. K. P. Baker 
and givs us a recipe for making every 
person happy. There isa great difference 
in the two writers. The former is infal- 
lible, like the pope of Rome, and knows it 
all; the latter seeks for light on the sub- 
ject. Mr. Hays's article contained neither 
sense nor argument; Mr. Baker’s induces 
reflection. i 

Mr. Baker starts out with the claim that 
the cause of distress among the laboring 
classes is overproduction. Had Mr. 
Baker examined without bias all the pro’s 
and con's which bear upon that subject he 
would hav found that there is no founda- 
tion for that claim. Overproduction is an 
impossibility. The production of all 
things depends upon their demand. When 
the demand decreases the production de- 
creases likewise, and if the demand stops 
altogether, the production ceases. That 
warehouses are full of manufactured arti- 
cles with no one to buy them argues noth- 
ing; it simply shows that the ordinary 
flow in that line has been interrupted. It 
often happens that articles are stored be- 
cause there is no sale for them when thou- 
sands of people in the immediate vicinity 
are suffering because of the want of them. 

The same may be said of labor. Labor, 
generally speaking, was never in excess, 
but itis often difficult to lead it into the 
channels where it is wanted. There are 
many causes that produce stagnation in 
business. Our protectiv tariff has been 
one of them and lately the main cause, 
and people hav been and are still idle on 
account of it. But this idleness on the 
part of the working classes does not prove 
that there is & surplus of labor; it merely 
shows that impediments hav been thrown 
in the usual channels of labor, and the 
impediments must either be removed or 
labor turned into different channels. 
Another mistake is that labor-saving ma- 
chinery turns people out of employment. 
I wes brought up in a manufacturing dis- 
trict and remember well when the power 
loom first came into use. People claimed 
that the country was overpopulated already 
and that the introduction of machinery 
must inevitably produce starvation, I 
left that country some forty years ago and 
last year I went back, I found all hand 
labor bad ceased, the population bad ins 
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creased about one-third, and wages had 
more than doubled. 

The cause of complaint is not that too 
many people work; it is that we hav too 
many drones in the hive whom working 
people hav to support. Mr. Baker’s 
remedy for our social evils is worse than 
the disease, and he need not reflect much 
to be convinced that those who can hardly 
earn money enough to sustain life cannot 
aftord to pension others. 

RosERT GUNTHER. ` 


A Vigorous Protest Against Superstition. 
Hovsron, NEB., Oct. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Will you please tell me 
through your columns if you hav or ever 
had in your ranks a Freethinker by the 
name of Robert O wen, and. did he amount 
to anything? Did he at any time hold a 
debate with Campbell. the founder of the 
Campbellite faith? Which beat? 

Iam told by a Christian neighbor that 
O wen was beaten badly in the argument, 
and owned himself beaten. If this is true, 
he must hav been a poor exeuse for an In- 
fidel. The holy and sanctified in these 
parts hav completely lost their balance, if 
they ever had any, this summer, over the 
terrible drouth and loss of crops, attribut- 
ing it all to the prevailing wickedness of 
the people, which has brought down the 
wrath of God upon their heads. The poor 
fools don’t seem to be aware that both 
saint and sinner hav got it in the neck this 
year, and in many instances the former 
worse than the latter. 
fellow, an editor at that, berates the peo- 
ple soundly, because they are holding 
irrigation meetings, with a view to prepare 
themselvs to fight the drouth in a sensible 
and sure way. He accuses them of flying 
in the face of the Almighty and upsetting 
that gentleman’s plans, predicts all mariner 
of punishment on them for so doing, and 
so on. What a feeble, helpless God, whose 
plans can be upset by the puny arm of 
man! And what dolts and rebels are we 
who refuse to sit calmly down and starve 

- and see our children starve, rather than 
dare to criticise his way of doing business, 
and take the reins in our own hands. A 
pretty God he is indeed, but not one-half 
so pretty as some of his dupes and tools. 
God might be excused for some of his fool- 
ishness, for if all accounts are true he 
must be in his dotage, and of course some- 
what childish; but his army of servants 
are many of them in the full vigor of man- 
hood and womanhood ; hence supposed to 
exhibit a little sense. Great Scott! be- 
fore we know it we will not dare to irrigate 
our own throats on a hot day with a 
draught of cold water, lest this curious, 
cranky, old-maidish God should fall into 
himself, all because we upset some plan of 
his. Yours for common sense, 

L. E. R. LAMBRIGGER. 

[Robert Owen was born in Wales in 

1771, and became one of the most noted 
Freethinkers and social reformers of his 
time. About 1800 he became partner and 
sole manger of the New Lanark Mills, in 
Scotland, where he built the first infant 
schools and improved the dwellings of the 
workmen. From 1810-15 he published 
** New Views of Society; or, Essays on the 
Formation of Character.” Having accu- 
mulated considerable property, and being 
patronized by the Duke of Kent, he was 
enabled to giv his views wide publicity. 
.He created great excitement in 1817 by 
declaring that all the religions of the world 
were false, and that man is the creature of 
circumstances; that is, all effects are the 
resultants of causes. This statement of 
fact of course earned him the enmity of the 
priesthood, for it was & deadly blow aimed 
at the irrational dogma of the freedom of 
the will. 

In 1824 Mr. Owen came to the United 
States and bought New Harmony, Ind., 
of the Rappists, to found a new commun- 
ity, but the experiment was a failure, as 
were others in the United States and Mex- 
ico, and a '* labor exchange ” in London. 
In 1828 he held the debate with Alexander 
Campbell at Cincinnati on the ‘‘ Evidences 
of Christianity,” which calls out the ques- 
tions of our correspondent. The debate 
was published in book form, and if Mr. 
Lambrigger can find 8 copy of it he will 
quickly see who was worsted in the argu- 
ment. Of course our Christian friends 
assert that Mr. Campbell came out ahead, 
but that claim is always made for each 


One crack-brained 


participant -in a discussion, and in itself 
counts for nothing. Mr. Owen was an able 
man, and he had the right side of the 
question. ... 

Mr. J..M. Wheeler observes that **Owen 
profoundly influenced the thought of. his 
time in the direction of social ameliora- 
tion,” and Johnson’s Cyclopedia says that 
‘in spite of his failures he was univer- 
sally esteemed for his integrity and be- 
nevolence. His later years were spent in 
efforts to promote a religion of reason and 
to improve the condition of the working- 
classes. . His followers bore the name of 
‘Owenites,’ and from them sprang the 
English Chartist movement."—Ep. T. S.] 


Asks Questions About Spiritualism, 
CozruwsUs, O., Oct. 18, 1894. 

Mz. EDITOR: THE TRUTH SEEEER comes 
to me regularly and is about the only 
Society I hav. This is probably the most 
priest-ridden, God-cursed town in the 
state. The Liberals are largely of the 
lukewarm, milk-and-water sort and permit 
the church bigots to lead them about by 
the noses as tenderly as. asses are led to 
their oats. Over a year ago they closed 
the Sunday theater and baseball, and the 
past summer the Sunday park concerts 
were prohibited. -I am informed that 
some of them here are becoming so pious 
that they arë seriously agitating an ordi- 
nance prohibiting the Scioto river from 
running on Sunday. : 

‘Charlesworth was here about two years 
ago and held a series of meetings, but as 
soon as he left they were discontinued. 
It was about that time that I becames full- 
fledged Freethinker, and I went to the hall 
the Sunday after he left intending to unite 
with them, but I found the door locked 
and no one there to open it. Some three 
or four ladies were waiting outside. Be it 
said to their credit, they showed more en- 
thusiasm than the gentlemen; it made me 
feel ashamed of my own sex and I did not 
Stay long. 

Considerable numbers of the Liberally 
inclined people hav, in the last two years, 
embraced Spiritualism and Theosophy. 
Mrs. Annie Besant’s lecture here seems to 
hav proven very fruitful, for they rapidly 
developed a large and enthusiastic follow- 
ing. They meet regularly and spend 
much time in speechifying. It is a relig- 
ion, not a philosophy; but as they are not 
filled with the spirit of tyranny, and hav 
no cruel dogmas to enforce, I shall not 
quarrel with them. 

Spiritualism had attracted but little 
attention here, and was comparativly 
unknown, until Dr. Bennet, one of the 
leading divines of the city, preached a 
series of sermons against it, after which it 
immediately sprang into popularity, and 
now they are numbered by the hundreds. 
It seems that the D.D.’s guns had sucha 
tremendous recoil that he injured his own 
cause more than he did that of the enemy, 

I hav occasionally attended the meetings 
of the Spiritualists here, and also in Day- 
ton, but their sermons do not seem to dif- 
fer greatly from the orthodox harangs. 
All I hav been able to learn about the 
subject tends to strengthen my doubts in 
the disembodied spirit theory. The evi- 
dence appears to me to point toward the 
phenomena of this life rather than some 
other, but it is astonishing what slush 
some of them do swallow down after being 
converted. 

If & man sees snakes where we are posi- 
tivly certain there are none, we know at 
once that he is either crazy or drunk; if 
he sees human beings where we are equally 
certain that none exist, we immediately 
diagnose the case as Spiritualism. The 
prognosis of the disease is uncertain, but 
it is frequently incurable. 

A prominent Spiritualist of this city was 
out driving one day, and his borse kicked 
up several times, and later, the same day, 
one of his medium friends, who was not 
present at the kicking, informed him of it, 
and told him that Big Buffalo, the spirit 
of a departed Indian, had caused the kick- 
ing by pinching the horse. The gentleman 
related the circumstance to me without the 
least indication of incredulity. I think he 
autually believed it. Now if the Indian 
could pinch that old black horse, why did 
he not pinch the driver? Why does he 
not pinch me? i5. B : 

Spiritualists show you -their spook pic- 
tures as a sort of elincher; they seem to 


offer them as a kind of knockdown argu- 
ment; but I hay a suspicion that many of 
the Spiritualists hav such vivid imagina- 
tions that they can often be led to believe 
that the spook represents some one whom 
they formerly knew, whether it does 
represent that person or not. Oneof them 
Shows me & picture which purports to be 
that of his daughter, who died, a child, 
Some fifteen years ago; but the picture 
represents a woman probably twenty years 
old. He also says this same woman has 
appeared before him, materialized, at 
seances, and has talked with him and 
Shaken hands with him. How does this 
child's spirit know what she would look 
like had she lived fifteen years longer? 
How does he know? And yet he has not 


| the slightest doubt about the genuinness 


of the phenomenon. 

I hav been shown the picture of an 
Egyptian princess (?) who died thousands 
of years ago. She also frequently appears 
at seance, and talks with people, and is 
responsible for the statement that she is 
an Egyptian princess. The face repre- 
sents & woman probably less than thirty 
years of age, with handsome and some- 
what classic features, but not very strongly 
suggestiv.of the Egyptian physiognomy. 
Now if the child who died only a few years 
ago has grown so much, why has not this 
princess grown older? One would natu- 
rally infer that she would now be wrinkled 
with age or dried up to a mummy. If 
people of mature minds, educated peo- 
ple, professional men, believe such things 
as these, what willthey not believe? Where 
will this credulity end? 

One explanation of the spook pictures is 
that the spirits hav to recollect what they 
looked like in the flesh, and then make up 
for the picture; but how can the infant 
who died at a few months of age recollect 
what it looked like? It also seems to me 
that a little child who dies at five or six 
would experience considerable difficulty 
in recollecting what she would look like 
had she lived twelve or fiftéen years 
longer; and it is barely possible that the 
Egyptian princess would hav her memory 
subjected to & very severe strain. 

I, too, hav been hit in the eye quite as 
hard as Mr. Swan. Iam certain that no 
one knew the circumstances, except my- 
self, that were related to me by the me- 
dium; but I knew them, they were in my 
mind; and in Mr. Swan’s case, it seems to 
me that the shoe affair was in his mind, 
and the medium got it there. If the 
spirits were acquainted with the circum- 
stance independently of his mind, why 
did they not tell me where the shoe was? 

Before this subject can be of much prac- 
tical use, it will hav to be put on a scien- 
tific basis, and the Spiritualist mind does 
not, as a general rule, seem to be built for 
scientific thinking ; it is organized for 
wondering, believing, and dreaming, 
rather than for reasoning, doubting, and 
investigating. It is more anxious to preve 
that something is true than it isto prove 
that it is false. 

The only proper way to hunt for the 
truth is to start in without caring where 
we are going to land, precisely as we do 
in solving a problem in mathematics; and 
we must also try just as hard to prove that 
a proposition, or result, is not true a8 we 
do to demonstrate that it is true. 

If there be a spirit, what s a spirit? If 


|there be spirits, what is gained by com- 


municating with them? Oan we benefit 
the dead? Can they assist us? Perhaps, 
if we knew more of the subject, we might 
be better able to answer these questions 
satisfactorily; but are there not thousands 
of questions pressing upon us for solu- 
tion that giv nromis of better returns? 
Isit not possible to become so absorbed 
in getting communications from the dead 
a8 to totally forget our duties to the living? 
One life at a time, is not a bad motto. 

My letter is growing entirely too long. 
Let me say in conclusion, do not dispense 
with the ‘‘Observations.” They are one 
of the most interesting features of the pa- 


per. : George is all right on the silver and 
tariff questions. Three cheers for John 
Peck. TAYLOR. 


es 

“Yes,” said the eminent clergyman, 
“I nearly left the pulpit once to embark 
in’s mercantile business, but the Lord 
wished me to continue his work.” ‘‘How 
did yon know he did?” 
tion offered me $8,000 a year—and that 


‘was $2,000 more than I was offered in 


businese.”—Brooklyn Life, 


“My congrega- |. 


In the nature of things, 
BAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


« In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


ge So Cetera tater, 


Something / 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


Saw tho Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, 50 cents. 


$679,694,439. 


Bv the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of M 


Church Property 


jn the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
i Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


hlet with this title contains an Argu- 
quality of Taxation, and a Statement 
Census of 1890, 


Our fm 
ment fo ial 
of Facts, giving, from the 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Prover: 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading D-nominations and , Denominstional 
Groups. Also, much other mat!ér of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 
This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the jacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. being 
derived from the Government Census of 1890. will 


“not te superseded until the cen*ns of 1900 shall 


have been completed — probably about eizht 
years hence. Ths arguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them 80 lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 


: to exist. 


By single copies the price is 15 cents, hut as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


Ten copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fiftv copies. 27 - - - — 4.50 
One htndred copies - - - 8.9) 


Larger quan ities at specjal rates 
we 


dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 3. 1894. 


@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tiana for this Corner should be sent. 


“* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the dav's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Golden Rod. 


Along the Highland road I went, 
And crossed the pastnres fair; 

And everywhere [canght the scent 
Of perfnme in the air. 


The antumn frnitage censers swung 
From every dapple1 bough and vine; 
And jewels bright from nature’s shrine, 

On every gide were gaily strung. 


Ten thousand plumes of yellow gold 
Were waving in the breeze; 

Andsymphonies were sung and told 
By lowly hush and trees. 


I plucked the feathery golden rod, 
And every tinted, sunlit spray 

Mae neas of royal splendor play 
Tpon the path my feet had trod. 


Its serried ranks were full and free, 
They glowed hke burning fire; 

A starrv host they seemed to be, 
In holiday attire. 


The sunlight of those stately flowers, 
Stil glowing, on my pathway shines; 
In many curved and gracefu! lines, 
With gold they gild the passing hours. 
Susan H. WIXON. 


— d 
My Neighbor's Boy. 


He seems to he several boys in one, 
Ro much is he constantly everywhere! 

And the mischievous things that boy has done 
No mind can remember nor mouth declare, 

Ho filla the whole of his share of space 

With his strong, straight form and his merry 


, face. 


Ho is very cowardly, very brave; 
He ia kind and cruel, good and bad; 
A brute nnd n hero! Who will save 
The best from the worst of my neighbor's Jad. 
The mern and tha noble strive to-day. 
Which of the powers will hav its way? 


The world is needing his strength and skill. 

He will make hearts happy or make them ache, 
What power is in him for good or ill? 

Which of life’s paths will his swift feet take? 
Will he rise and draw others up to him, 
Or the light that is in him burn low and dim? 


Bnt what is my noighbor's boy to me 
More than a nuisances? My neighbor's boy. 
Though I hav some fears of what he may be 
Is a eonrce of ^olicitude, hope and joy 
Aud a constant pleasure, because I pray 
That the best that is in him may rule some day. 
—M. Farningham, tn Christian Advocate. 


——-.e———— 


An Indian “ Genesis.” 


[Following is a legend showing how the 
earth and man were made, and why the 
implements for lighting fire came to be 
created, as related by Yavarino, a Califor- 
nia Indian, aged 107 years. ] 

Before the earth was made there was 
nothing but water excepting Mount Ta- 
malpais, a large rock on which lived Hulie, 
the great Ohief of the Coyotes. 

One day the Chief of the Coyotes, while 
wandering along near the water’s edge, 
met Kucksin, the great Ohief of the 
Grecoo, and the two held a council and 
decided to make the earth. 

The great Covote ordered the Chief of 
Grecoo to make a cora to bring down the 
earth and rocks from the sky, while he 
gathered reeds and rushes and tied them 
together, and spread them on the water to 
receive the earth and rocks. When the 
earth was finished they made the trees and 
plants. Then they held another council 
and decided to make people to occupy the 
land. The great Coyote proceeded to 
make them in tribes, and when he had 
enough for a tribe he threw them to the 
place where they were to liv. Thus the 
Napas fell in Napa valley, the Ochelamnes 
on the lower Sacramento, and the Loco- 
homenes back of Mount St. Helena, etc. 
The trees and plants bore fish, venison, 
and all kinds of estables ready cooked, so 
the people bad only to pick when hungry. 
Bv and by the people became very lazy, 
and the great Coyote was displeased and 
said they were no better than rocks and 


atones; so he caused the trees to bear nuts 
and acorns, and the bushes to bear ber- 
ries instead of cooked fish and meat. The 


people then had to hunt and fish for a liv- 
ing. The raw fish and meat did not suit 
their taste, and they appeale i to the great 
Coyote to giv them fire to cook with. The 
great Coyote then called the humming _ 


bird, as it was & swift flyer, to go up to 
the sky and search for fire. 


“Waal, it's this way: Preacher Stone's 


After being | pulpit is a dry goods box under a live oak 


absent for s time, the bird came back and | tree."— Texas Siftings. 


reported that it could find no fire. He 
sent it again and told it to go higher. It 
remained absent for a long time, and when 
it came down it came so swiftly that its 
body sunk into the ground, leaving only 
its feet above the surface. The Coyote 
pulled it out and asked if it had found fire. 
It replied, **No." He then ordered it to 
go North, where the ducks went to rear 
their young. The humming-bird then 
went North until it came to & hut built of 
flags and rushes, where a duck was rear- 
ing her young, and seeing a fire within, it 
watched its opportunity and seized a brand. 
While swiftly returning sparks flew in 
every direction, the large sparks fell upon 
maple trees, while the smaller onesdropped 
on other kinds of trees. Then the great 
Coyote ordered them to take maple wood 
and make their implements to light their 
fires. The people obeyed and never after 
lacked the means to light their fires. 
JENNIE TAYLOR. 
EXPLANATIONS: 


This is the story of the Napa Indians, now 
nearly extinct. 

Tamalpais —A high. rocky peak just north of 
the Golden Gate, San Francisco. | 

Coyote.—A barking wolf or prairie wolf. 

Grecco.—Indian name for a small falcon. 

Cora.—A basket made of roots of small rushes. 


SO ard ce eee alant 
A Boy’s Composition on Bones. 

Bones are the framework of tbe boys. 
If I had no bones in me, I should not hav 
ro much motion, and grandmother would 
be glad, but I like to hav motion. Bones 
giv me motion because they are something 
bard for motion to cling to. If I had no 
bones, my brains, lungs, heart, and large 
blood vessels would be lying around in me 
and might get hurted, but now the bones 
get hurted, but not much, unless it is & 
bard hit. If my bones were burned, I 
should be brittle, because it would take 
the animal out of me. If I were soaked in 
acid, I should be limber. Teacher showed 
us a bone that had been soaked. I could 
bend it easily. I would.rather be soaked 
than burned. Some of my bones don’t 
grow close to my body, snug, like the 
branches of a tree, and I am glad they 
don't, for if they did I could not play leap 
frog and other nice games I know. The 
reason why they don’t grow close to my 
body ia because they hav joints. 

Joints are good things to hav in bones. 
There are two kinds. The ball and socket, 
like my shoulder, is best. Teacher showed 
it to me, only it was the thigh bone of an 
ox. One end was round, smooth, and 
whitish. That is the ball end. The other 
end was hollowed in deep. That is the 
socket, and it oils itself. It is the only 
maohine that oils itself. Another joint is 
the hinge joint, like my elbow. It swings 
back and forth and oils itself. It never 
creaks like the schoolroom door. There 
is another joint that don't seem like & 
joint. That is in the skull. It don't hav 
no motion. All my bones put together in 
their right places makes a skeleton. Orip- 
ples and deformed people don't hav no 
skeletons. Some animals hav their skel- 
eton on their outside. I'm glad I ain't 
them snimals, for my skeleton, like it is 
on the chart, would not look well on my 
outside. — Hospital Gazette. 

———— 9 — — — — 
What The Liitle Folks Are Saying. 


Here is a story of a schoolmaster who 
promised a crown to any boy who should 
propound a riddle that he could not 
answer. 

One and another tried, and at last a boy 
asked, ‘‘ Why am I like the Prince of 
Wales?” 

The master puzzled his wits in vain, 
and finally was compelled to admit that 
he did not know. 

** Why," said the boy, ‘it’s because I 
am waiting for the crown.”— Zit- Bits. 


AN EXTENSIV AUDITORIUM. 

**Ogn you tell me," said an itinerant 
preacher to 8 Texas cowboy, ‘how far it 
is to the church where Brother Stone is 
carrying on 8 protracted siege against the 
stronghold of Satan?" 

** Well, sir,” said the cowboy, ** you're 
in the church now, but it's nigh onto four 
miles to the pulpit.” 

“Ido not understand you," continued 
the minister. 


WHY A BOY OBEYS. 

“It isn't 'eguse, perhaps, he'll get sa 
whipping, mamma," explained a six-year- 
old, **that makes & boy do things you tell 
him; it’s 'eause he's *termined in his 
mind." 

"Which delicious bit of child wisdom is 
referred to parents as a valuable hint. 
Teach the boy or girl the obedience which 
comes of **'termining in his mind,” and 
the battle is over.—New York Times. 

EQUAL TO THE OÜOCASION. 

Bos: ‘t What did the lecturer say when 
you threw the cabbages at him?” 

Diox: ‘*Oh, he said he had hoped the 
audience would be pleased, but he really 
hadn’t expected they would entirely lose 
their heads.” — Courier Journal. 


Correspondence. 


DELLA. Mp.. Oct. 8, 1894. 
Drar Frienps: Herewith I send my 
contribution to the Children’s Corner, 
an origina] composition to the tune of 
** Sweet By-and-By :" 
There’s no land that is fairer than this, 
As by knowledge and reason we know, 
And no father has promised us bliss 
But the share that we get here below. 
Oxnorvs.—In this good present life, 
By all fears of the future un- 
vexed, 
In this good present life 
We sball take not a thought 
of the next. 


For the '* father" must wish everyone 
To prepare him a dwelling-place here, 
And to make it his kingdom of love 
To improve with each vanishing year. 


On self-effort we therefore depend 
To secure all the pleasures we seek, 
For in this is the means to the end 
And the bountiful joys we bespeak. 


The reward of a life nobly spent 
Every promis of future excels; 
It repavs us with rest and content 

And the bounty of nature it tells. 


Respectfully submitted by a friend of 

truth. Yours sincerely. 
C. J. ZxrTINGER. 

N.B.—I am highly charmed with your 
“ Right Living," a most excellent publi- 
cation.—O. J. Z. 

{Thanks for commendation of ‘‘ Right 
Living.” Always glad to hear from you.— 
Ep. C. 0.] ' 


D rutfd)e Hrerdenker-Biidher, 


Wir haben folgende SBüdjer in 
dentfdjer Sprache, welche febr berühmt find: 


,, Die Jrvthiimer Mtofes, ^ 
Eine fritifche Beleuchtung bes Pentateuch im 
Sicht ber modernen Weltans 
fhauung und Gefittung. 
von Gol. 9t. G. Ingerfoll. Prets 50 Cents, 


Das Weib und thre Stelling gue 
Religion und Kirde am Cade 
e8 19. Jahrhunderts. 
von Helene H. Gardener. Preis 50 Cents, 


Moderne’ Gütterbümmernng, ^ 
von Gol. R. G. Ingerfoll. Preis 25 Cents, 


„Wunder und Wunderthiter, “/ 
bon John Ped. Preis 20 Cents, 


,, Glanbe nnd Veruunft, 
ober LE BON SENS, 
des rdmifch-Fatolifcen Priefters Jean Meslier, 
Aus dem Franzöftfhen überfept von 
Fraulein Wnna Knoop, 

301 Seiten, Seinwand, $1.00; Papier, 50 cts, 
Diefe Biicher find in Papier-Umfdlag und 
Parem Dru, linfere deutfcen Lefer 
follten fie weit verbreiten. 


Man adveffire, “The Truth Seeker,” 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York, 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- ' 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 


Price, 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Bev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 


Vví^a.*5 aange Address thle nB aa 


RARE CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY. 


Juvenile and Other Holiday Books. 


Rare, Wherein? Let us Give You Particulars! 


If you want to make from $250.00 to $400.00 between now and the Holidays, w ite to us at onc 
for a Canvassing Outfit of our BEAUTIFUL JUVENILE HOLIDAY BOOKS. We guarantee the 


Best Terms, and Best Books 


of paoer, 
of printing, 
of binding; 


in ev.ry particular 


Best 


amusing, : 
interesting, and : 
instructive stories written for the chil- 


Most 


chi'dren. Prices, 50 cents, $1, $1.50, graded to suit all ages. 


Big Sales! 


If you want your choice of 
and we will send you full instruct ons and 


Large Profits! 


Exclusive Territory! 


territocy, send immediately 45 CENTS to pay exp-ess charges 


OUR BEAUTIFUL $4.50 OUTFIT FREE. 


NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. We give full instructions. 
Address, Dept. Rare, S. I. BELL & CO., Publishers, 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems, Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 
Address TAR TRUTH SEEKER 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents 
Address THE TBUTH SEEKEB 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMEN'T 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


At Morristown, N. J. 


This is the greatestargument ever made in acase 
of this kind, and will be a model forthe Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Ohristians, and ex- 
bounded on every occasion. 

In papar, 25 cents: in cloth. 51 cents. 


' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FONERAL RITUAL 
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An address delivered in Paine Hall, bef:re the N. E. Freethinkers' Convention. January 
89,1884. Price, 10 cents. 


For all the above works address 


5 cents. 


T SEEKER COMPANY, 
oe TRUTH | Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED BY 
MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of ** The Life of Thomas Paine," ‘* Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” ete. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor’s “ Life of 
Paine.” Price per Volume, $2.50. 


M To, APRS fate and Ang os (he volies arpent P the volumes can bs purolasod sepa- 
h en an as the volumes appear, 0 8 
rately.” dares THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 3 Lafayette Place, NewYork. 


„he Truth Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, aud Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
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amination of the Creeds, Nites, and Sacred 
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mier of Engiand. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religious of Ancient and 
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Harwin aud Alter Darwin, 


By Gzorcz J. ROMANES. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 

the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalists. 
_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglish writers upon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is à part of 
his conclusion regar xag the great subject of 
Design, to which the Furch 80 often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
eut organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we mect with any independent evidence ot 

upernatural design. . Adaptation and 
beanty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation in a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which 

lace has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
and this to the extent of rendering the 


ism k T 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 


is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 


awakened to a new and & terrible force in ths 


words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God?” . 
ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
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Paper, 50 cents. 
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Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 
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Kulow Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Price. 10cents. Address this office. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
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The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 
Aveling, D. Sc., Fellow of University College 
London. The purpose of this book is to tell 
something of Darwin's work to thosc who have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to investi- 


gate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 
oyage Around the World. 2 Geological 
Works. 38 Botanical Works. 4. Zoological 


Works. 5. Works on Evolution. With a 


copious index. Price, $2. 
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Supernatural Religion 
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alous Religion? 
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evil that is, or from obstructing and re- 
tarding the better things that are to be. 
Our self- development will be ten thousand 
times more useful to the world at large 
than any amount of self-sacrifice to a sin- 
gle individual.—Grant Allen. 

Irs aims [science’s] are distinctly benefi- 
cent. Its spirit is that of charity and hu- 
man kindness. 
ries it returns laden with richer spoils than 
ever did warrior of old. Through its dis- 
coveries the hungry are fed and the naked 
are clothed by an improved agriculture 
and sn increased food supply; the dark 
hours are deprived of their gloom through 
methods of ampler illumination; man is 
brought into friendly contact with man 
through means of rapid transportation; 


Gems of Ghought. 


Tux character of the environment co- 
operate with the characters of human 
beings in determining social phenomena. 
—JHerbert Spencer. 


OnE cannot without a keen pang of 
shame and rage think of what we are when 
one remembers what we were; when one 
recalls our old and glorious literature, in 
the wide world unsurpassed; our literature 
noble and renowned, ever most glorious 
when most manly and daring.—James 


Thomson (B. V.) 
Never 8 heart should be broken on earth, 


If I were God; ; sickness is dimished and pain relieved by 
Never a misery follow our mirth, the conquests of chemistry and biology; 
If I were God; the winter wind is shorn of its sharpness 


Never should longings be vile or vain, 

Never be pestilence, famin, or chain, 

Never be poverty, farewells, or pain, 
IfI were God. —Kenneth Lamar. 


Tyr message is freedom. Freedom is 
not the end—it is the open way to many 
beginnings, many ends, It is the servant 
of equity. It is the key to moral self- 
hood. It is wing when we would soar 
and foot when we would walk. It offers 
us experiences which we must use. To 
its infinit vision the divine circle is re- 
vealed.—Horace L. Traubel. 


Tux new hatched radical leaves his co- 
coon of ancient theory behind him and 
for awhile he rejoices that he is free. But 
liberty soon tires the unused wings—the 
sweep of the unfenced universe givs a sense 
of terrifying vastness. The thin ether is 
insecure. He spins a new cocoon out of 
his new theories, and once more he sleeps. 
But toa true worshiper of the goddess, 
every day truth is new-born; every day, 
to the fearless explorer, & new landscape 


by the geologist’s discovery of & mineral 
fuel; and so on, in a thousand ways, the 
comfort of our daily lives and the pleasur- 
able employment of our faculties are in- 
creased by the administrations of science. 
—Daniel G. Brinton. 
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in Conservator. 


Tus reveries of the true and simple are 
prophetic. What the tender poetic youth 
dreams, and prays, and paints to-day, but 
shuns the ridicule of saying aloud, shall 

resently be the resolutions of public 
bodies, then shall be carried as grievance 
and bill of rights through conflict and war, 
and then shall be triumphant law and es- 
tablishment for a hundred years, until it 
givs place, in turn, to new prayers and 
pictures. The history of the state sketches 
in coarse outline the progress of thought, 
and follows at & distance the delicacy of 
culture and of aspiration.— Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS CHEAP 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey o edisval Education. By 
8.8. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

The Dawn of History; An Introduction to Pre- 
Historio Study. Edited by C. P. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth, 75 cents. 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology and 
the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultz. 
76 cents. 

English; Pastand Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

By 8. 


Modern Science and Modern Thought. 
Laing. 75 cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Audrew Wilson, F.R.8.E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 


Aun the wisdom that lengthens and en- 
nobles life—all that avoids or cures dis- 
ease, or conquers pain—all just and per- 
fect laws and rules that guide and shape 
our lives, all thoughts that feed the flames 
of love, the music that transfigures, en- 
raptures, and enthralls, the victories of 
heart and brain, the miracles that hands 
hay wrought, the deft and cunning hands 
of those who worked for wife and child, 
the histories of noble deeds, of brave and 
useful men, of faithful loving wives, of 
quenchless mother-love, of conflicts for 
the right, of sufferings for the truth, of all 
the best that all the men and women of 
the world hav said, and thought, and done 
through all the years. These treasures 
of the heart and brain—these are the 
scriptures of the human race. — Zobert G. 
Ingersoll. 


tilence of the fourteenth century, and_the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
O. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 


15 cents. 
Ws should each of us arrive at a con- Giimapees of Were By An Wilson, FR. 
sistent theory of the universe ourselvs. eend ers Ein WE SUEAGIOUSS, Sb. 
t yo for ' | Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 


and of our own place init. By so doing, 
not only shall we develop our own intel- 
lectual selvs, but we shall be better, 
wiser, and more useful citizens. We shall 
know man’s life and the state we liv in; 
we shall know the general trend of human 
evolution, and whither our own commun- 
ity and all others are tending. We shall 
be able more surely to forecast the future; 
more wisely to help on the good that 
comes, to refrain from propping up the 


Sully. 75 cents. 
Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
° bock, Bart., F-R.8., M.P., D.O.L., LL.D. with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 
Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 
Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
ect of some Familiar Things. By W.M. 
eno F.0.8. Two books in one volume. 
cents. 


Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. 
Allen. 75 cents. : 


SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD A. PROOTOR 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. 


By Grant 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersolls Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schopenhauers Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


Six books in one volume. $1.50 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 
218 OAL, "wa 


Edited by CHARLES A, WATTS. 


OONTENTS: 

The True History of the Bible, Prof. i 
Johnson; À Practical View of Life, Charles Sonn 
The Decadence of the Old ‘theology, Mrs. E. 
Lynn Linton; Inspiration in Extremíis, Samuel 
Laing; ‘the Gospe of Love, A Poem. Capt. W. B. 
McTaggart; Agn:stic Types, R. Bithell, B.So., 
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The Black Death; an account of the Great Pes- f; 
of idols and the worship of them. From the time of Terah's apostasy, Abraham's 
his banishment for heresy and blasphemy against the Chaideau Idols, to Christ’s coming 
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Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— : 

Introduction. I The God aud Mau ofthe Bible II. God aud the Devil. III. Is the Bible Con- 
tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew vrophevsy aad Expectancy? V. Jesus 
the Teacher of Righteousness. VI Did the Disciples Look for an Immediate tesurrecsion? VII. 
What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Second Coming of Ohrist? YII The Ohrist Spirit Out- 
side the Bible. IX What Is the Bible? X. How Mau Advances. XI. Why Do Men Cling to the 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, aud Prayer. XIII. Is There a God? XIV. Reward and 
Punishment. XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. 


A Book tigt Should. po ia Me Panar SL al T sees, dy Heb 


Just Out.—25 Cents-—Five Copies for $1. 


A Liberal living iu Michigan said once that he would give $25 & 
year to have the Orimes of Preachers recorded, as the treguent lapses 
of virtue of the miuisters showed how little value Christianity 

gesses to e men mor! 

M 7^ have just issued the Fourth Edition of the book doing this. 
The additions for this new edition of the 


‘t Crimes of Preachers” 


shows nearly 460 cases of ministerial conduct. While those in pre- 
ious editions show that within a tew years about 


1300 MINISTERS HAVE BEEN GUILTY 


of one kind or another of criminal conduct. Most of the crimes 
are against women, for the fair sex are at once tha weakness and 
the strength of the church—" the church” meaning of course the 


elergy. PPH 

_ Notwithstanding the many additional pages, we have kept the {4 
price tbe same, 25 cents. Send for a copy, and confound the church- = 
men. Show them just what sort of scamps are the clergy who have : 
slused the World's Fair on Sunday. because it is so holy a day that to look upon machinery Ol 


yaintings in this period is “immoral.” 
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An explanation of the origin of the God Idea, and the mental processes that led to the formation 
retormation, and 
e princi- 
palcharacters are analyzed and shown to be human, by thought and dèed. Itis made plain that the 
eculiar phraseology, cant sayings, subterfuges, miracles, wonder-workings, and supernatural pad- 
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By Samtel P. Putnam. 


Dedicated to the American Congress, of 1892, which for the sake of Reltgton, Staddea Liver 
J to the Heart. 


A work burning with indignation inspired by the Congressional act closing the ^ i 
on Sunday—an act which practically united the government and the Ohristian Ga SIME 


To which is added Mr. Putnam’s address delivered before the Columbian 
Exposition Committee of the House of Representatives against Sunday closing. 
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Not for Parsons. 


Heagine it said that a Capuchin monk 
had been devoured by wolves—‘‘ Poor 
brutes!” exclaimed Sophie Arnould, **hun- 
ger must indeed be a terrible thing!” 


Oz of our city preachers brought 
across the Atlantic the same sly sarcasm 
upon church disagreements from a differ- 
ent point of view. ‘ʻA man whose evi- 
dences had never. been satisfactory to the 
elders of a Scottish congregation, one day 
walking by the church with downcast 
countenance, was asked: ‘‘ What is the 
matter?” ‘‘I hav been trying fourteen 
years to get in here, andI hav not suc- 
ceeded yet.” ‘‘ Oh!” said the Lord (for 
it was he), ‘‘ I’ve been trying twice as long 
and cannot get in either.” 


We must remember that God did not 
act in those days as he acts now—he did 
not remain in the dim back ground leav- 
ing his poor children to grope for him in 
the dark. On the contrary, he was always 
turning up somewhere. He used to hav 
long chats with Moses ona hill-side. He 
paid a visit to Abraham’s back kitchen, 
and carried on an animated discussion 
with Sarah. In Adam’s time he took a 
constitutional in the garden of Eden in the 
cool of the day. In fact, two or three 
thousand years ago a man would be no 
more surprised at meeting God than at 
meeting his mother. When Abrsham 

- heard some one talking in the next room 
he would ask who was there, and Sarah 
would quietly reply: ** Nobody in particu- 
lar—only God." — Wallace Nelson. 


** ALT, THINGS TO ALL MEN.” 
One God there is from old Judee, 
One God alone, not one in three. 
"Who was, and is, and aye shall be— 
: The Bible says so. 


Three God's there are from old Judee, 

Not one slone, but one in three, 

Who were, and are, and aye shall be— 
The Bible says so. 


No man can ever liv and see 

This awful God from old Judee; 

The sight the mortal’s death would be— 
The Bible says so. 


In perfect safety men did see 

This awful God from old Judee, 

And spoke with him, as you with me— 
The Bible says so. 


Affirm, deny, that A is C, 
That black is white, that one is three; 
You must be right, whate’er it be— 

: The Bible says go. 


—G. L. Mackenzie, in London Free- 
thinker. 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant binding, one hundred and forty-one 
portraits, $5. 

Church Property: Should It be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should Not. 

i Paper, 15 cents. ee 1 
The Better World. A dip into the future 
i of mankind on earth. By Dr. E. B. South- 
wick. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. R 

Religion and the Bible. An old subject 
in the light of modern thought. By F. D. 
Cummings. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sar- 
casm. By L. G. Reed. Paper, 15 cents. 

Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and the Liqgor Business, 
the Christ Principle, etc. By W. L. Willis. 
Paper, 10 cents. i . 

Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially repared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. : Paper, 10 cents. 

Ninth 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible. 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By gohi E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pietures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated: By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, % 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 


By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 2% cents, 


Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 

ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the i 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. — 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Idea to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don, Allen. 

' — Oloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. . 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethought, By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 


The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 


stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- | 


alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. t 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


of Ehilanthropy and. 


By Helen 


GULLAVESQUE THEOLOGY. 

Rev. Miss Flora Brown presched last 
night in the gospel tent in King street 
just above Shepard. The scene on enter- 
ing was weird in the extreme. 
ing torches shed a dusky light over the 
dusky audience, who were seated, half 
squatting, on pieces of plank on the 
ground. The Rev. Flora mounted a small 
stand, on which was a table, on which in 
turn stood a lamp. 

The evangelist, who is rather a short, 
rather dark negress, had at her command 
an extensiv budget of Biblical quotations, 
whieh she introduced st every turn into 
her discourse, pronouncing them with & 
most markedly Northern, not to say Bos- 
tonese, accent of a most superlativiy cul- 
tivated kind and in a strident, highly 
pitched voice that was never procured by 
the owner south of Mason snd Dixon’s 
line, which contrasted queerly with the 
soft, low, ‘‘ gullavesque” patois into which 
she relapsed when not quoting the inspired 
words. 

The preacher did not state definitly that 
she had just had a conversation with Jesus, 
but implied it strongly. He had told her, 
she said, to preach to the people—the 
wicked people who were riding about on 
* wild, sinful horses in a mad career,” 
and thereupon she started upon & highly 
emphasized discourse, the text being: 
** Paul and Silas prayed in the night and 
sang praises to God." Paul had fone 
round on a wild, sinful horse, she said, till 
the Lord had smitten him, persecuting the 
church, but when Gawd smite ’um he call 
pon de Lawd same like you call on 'um 
when de cyclone blow de water all roun’ 
you foot in de cyclone. 

**Da's so—da’s de trute. 
O Savior! Sabe me! Sabe me! 
Ise gwine to glory! Amen. 
come. Born—h—women—m! Chise is 
come!” came from the crowd. 

Den you prayed to de Lawd to take way 
de water from roun’ 
pray and you pray, and you say [and here 
came in the Bostonese|, ‘‘Spare me a 
a little while that I may gather a little 
strength before I go forth to be forever 
lost, and Gawd I’ll serve you all my life.” 

“Yes.” ‘*Amen,” ‘‘Ebrybody dome 
um!" “O Gawd!” ejaculated the old 
maumas in front of the speaker. 

But when Gawd done hear the prayer of 
some of de ole patriarch en done tek pity 
pon de people and tek way de water from 
roun’ you foot, you gone and ketch de 
wile, sinful horses ’gen and git.up pon top 
uv dem and gone tu Gaperin’ roun’? [Voice 
in crowd: ‘* Yes, been do dat."] stead uv 
saying to de evil spirit in you, sister: 
** Come outer dere, I command you in de 
name of God." You got to command 
these devilish things to come out you, sis- 
ter, and your brother, else dey'll stay in 
'um and chain ’um down, and you too. 

“ Unless you seek Jesus, whose going to 
elevate from the bed of sickness? 

** Nobody—y' ain’ no man kin do 'um— 
no physic ain’ goin’ do 'um—ain' no root 
kin ellerwate you!" mingled with low 
groans, came from the crowd. 

But Jesus kin—he’ll giv you peace, he'll 
ellerwate you by peace. 

‘Yes, Gawd, by peace! O Christ! piece 
by piece! Yes, Gawd—tek me any way, 
Gawd!” cried the audience. : 

At this point of the eloquent Rev. Flora’s 
discourse the writer was unfortunately 
obliged to leave—and is tormented by the 
thoughts of the gems he must hav missed 
by having to do so.—Charleston News 
and Courier. 


Amen. 


STATE or OBIO, CITY or TOLEDO, $$. 
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Frank J. CHENEY makes oath that he is the 
senior partner of the firm of F. J. CHENEY & Co., 
doing business in the City of Toledo, County 
and State aforesaid, and that sad firm wiil pay 
the sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS for 
each and every case of Catarrh that cannot be 
cured by the use of '8 CATARRE Cork. 
FRANK J. CHENEY. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my 
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EAL. Notary Publio. 
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directly on the blood and mucous surfaces of 
the system. Send for testimonials, free. 
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^ HALF PRICE 
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THE BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG 
Silk Company, 
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Yes, Lord! |. 
Chise is. 


ou foot, and you! 
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A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
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A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, Octcber 5, 1893. 
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Any of my Liberal friends w shing anyth ng in 
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a postal card, and I wiil mail price lists of my 
specialties, [can positivly save you money, 

I hav been before the Liberal public for nearly 
forty years and to thore who favor me with their 
orders, I will say that I wiil endeavor in every 
way to merit their kind patronage. Traterna lly 

OTTO WETTSTEIN Thre Ltberat Jeweler. 
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EW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patr: nage and not waste their 
time and money on Obristian doctors.—Lr, Hele 
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MOVED GOD TO REPENT. 


But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God —Jonah iii, 8-10. 


JY ows of the Deck. 


JERUSALEM now has 135 saloons. 


Tur total registration in Chicago is 
844,014, of which 30,338 are women. 


Mayor J. F. Mansa of Kinsley, Kan., 
was killed by robbers on October 22d. 


Tun Salvation Army owns property in 
Sweden to the amount of 1,000,000 crowns 


Tan total registration in New York this 
year is 309,981, and in Brooklyn, 191, 613. 


Tue chief of the A. P. A. in New York 
kias come out openly for the Republican 
icket. 


One of Harvard University’s outpost 
observatories in Peru has been looted by 
bandits. 


Aw equestrian statue of Gen. George B. 
McClellan was unveiled in Philadelphia on 
October 25th. 


Bx the burning of the West Side Hotel 
in Seattle on October 27th sixteen persons 
were burned to death. 


'l'ugRE was a severe earthquake shock 
in Argentina and other South American 
countries last Saturday. 


Tum Staten Island constables are mak- 
ing many arrests of bird killers, one of 
whom had to pay a fiue of $285. 


ANDREAS Koyr, for many years con- 
nected with the Milwaukee Freidenker, 
died recently at the age of seventy-five 
years. 


Imz mills at New Bedford hav opened 
again, an agreement between the managers 
and operativs having been reached. 


A SUOOESSION of earthquake shocks at 
Sakata, Japan, destroyed 3,000 houses and 
Knied 260 people, besides injuring many 
others. 


Tum army and navy departments hav 
forbidden the cadets at West Point and 
Annapolis to play football any more this 
season. 


THERE are two Democratic candidates in 
each of five of the nine Congressional dis- 
tricts in this city, one of these being Dan 
Sickles’s. 


ANTOINE SARDOU, the father of Victorien 
Sardou, the playwright, and himself an 
author, died in Nice on October 24th. He 
was born in 1808. 


Te second triennial session of the 
National Council of Women will open in 
Washington on February 18th and will 
close on March 2d. 


On October 25th one miner was killed 
and eleven entombed in the Pewabic mine 


at Iron Mountain, Mich., by the collapse 


of the sandstone roof. 


Non-union hatters were attacked by 
strikers and their friends in Newark on 
October 28d. Russians, Poles, Jews, and 
Italians were involved. 


Exrenstv and disastrous prairie fires in 
Nebraska last week. The property loss 
will reach into the millions while several 
human lives were sacrificed. 


Havine General Booth with them the 
Salvation Army people hav just been hold- 


ing their American jubilee in this city. 
They were in great good humor and 
numbers. . 


Tun Japanese hav won some small 
victories on the Chinese frontier and a 
reat battle is expected soon. They hav 
blockaded Port Arthur and their second 
army has landed near Talienwan.: 


Taz New York park board has at last 
appointed a landscape architect to super- 
vise the construction of the Harlem River 
Speedway. . The man offered the place is 
Frederick Law Olmstead, foremost in his 
profession. f 


OrnivEIRA Martos, prominent Portu- 
guese Freethinker and historian, is dead. 

e was born at Lisbon in 1845. His best 
known works are ‘‘ History of Civilization 
on the Ibérian Peninsula " and ** History 
of Portugal." l 


Ture is a marked decrease in cholera 
mortality in those parts of eastern Europe 
where the disease has been most prevalent 
—Russia and Galicia—but the number of 
infected places in western Europe remains 
about the same. : A 


: Bora the Ozar and the Czarina are very 
ill and apparently growing steadily weaker. 
The Ozarewitch is to be married immedi- 
ately, Princess Alix of Hesse having at 
last been ‘‘converted,”’ as is reported, and 
the rings exchanged. 


Or the $12,000,000, 000 of life insurance 
written in the world, $5,500,000,000 is 
placed in the United States. Between the 
years 1880 and 1890 there was $2, 500,000,000 
new life insurance written in the United 
States and $1,000,000,000 in the British 
empire. 


-equally unlawful practice.. 


Tos Re ee 


A OANDIDATE for Congress in a Western 
state asked the agricultural department to 
send garden seeds to the women in his 
district in order to secure their influence 
for him. He received a reply that must 
hav surprised him. : : 


Ons of the men connected with the train 
robbery near Quantico, Va., has confessed 
and taken the officers to where some of the 
stolen property was concealed. Most of it 
has now been recovered and more of the 
robbers hav been taken. 


H. T. Hzmsoup, the famous million- 
aire patent medicin proprietor (of 
** Buchu " fame), died in an epileptic fit in 
the New Jersey Insane Asylum last week. 
He has been incarcerated in various asy- 
lums off and on for the last thirteen years. 


Eprror Rosewater of the Omaha Bee 
at last forced Judge Scott to grant a change 
of venue in the Sophia Bennett libel case, 
which he refused to do until the Supreme 
Court was about to mandamus him. Scott 
said he was beaten only because Rosewater 
owned & newspaper. 


Tux London so-called ‘‘ purity " crusade 
has so far resulted in the closing of the 
Empire Music Hall and the consequent 
throwing of three thousand persons out of 
employment, which means, of course, the 
forcing of many of these employees into 
lives of viciousness. 


CHANCELLOR VON CAPRIVI has resigned 
and Prince von Hohenlohe-Schillingsfiirst 
has accepted the chancellorship of Ger- 
many and also the premiership of Prussia, 
He is a Bavarian, a Catholic, is seventy- 
five years old, and for nine years he has 
been the severe governor of Alsace- 
Lorraine. 


Tun German free cities of Hamburg and 


‘Lubeck hav prohibited the importation of 


American cattle and beef on the ostensible 
ground that in some consignments received 
animals were found to be infected with 
Texas fever. It is supposed that the rea) 
reason of the prohibition is the levying by 
the United States of a discriminating duty 
on German beet sugar. 


JAMES W. WADSWORTH, present member 


‘of Congress from the Thirtieth district of 


New York, is standing for re-election on 
the Republican ticket. He was an activ 
supporter of all the bills for the closing of 


‘the World’s Fair on Sunday and he is very 


proud of his record. is opponent, 
Francis Murphy, is *' unalterably opposed 
to the mixing of church and state." i 


In New Jersey the grand jury of Union 
county brought in a presentment declar- 
ing church fairs illegal. One church in 
Elizabeth had announced s fair at which 
$500 worth of articles were to be raffied. 
The clergymen and officers of the associa- 
tion were warned, and their attention 


called to the inconsistency of a crusade 


against racé-track gambling, if, under the 
cloak of religion, they engaged in. an 


TERRIBLE atrocities are reported as hav- 
ing been committed by order of Brazilian 
commanders in the state of San Mateo and 
other disaffected sections. It is said that 
a number of men hav been buried alive in 
a standing position, their heads being left 
exposed.  Vultures and starvation had 
done the rest. Women accused of sympa- 
thizing with the insurgents had their 
clothing saturated with oil and set on fire. 
While burning the soldiers were ordered 
oe on them, but only to wound, not to 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Tar Trura Szereg has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Trura Sxzzkxzas hav been scattered broadcast over 
the land. 

With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer's work is done and the people hav fime to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 

Probably no one book his made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 


arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been * answered " and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
Taurz Szxxer, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT ot his Christian acquaintances and ONE 


DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few  Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. - 
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400 Years of 


From Columbus to Ingersoll 


Freethought. 


—2»coe- By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. 


Price, $5; with ‘I he 


‘Truth Seeker One Year. $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Yeurs 


Se 


HE 7RUTH SEEKER COMPANY bas pleasure in announcing 

that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four HUNDRED YEARS OF 
Frurtnovcnt has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that th» book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Foor HuxpBzp Yuars or FREETHOUGAT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificen 
work ever issued by the FreethoughtPress. 


Price, $5, With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 28 Laraverts Pracz, New York. 
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For $6.50 we will send Tur Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. It isa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, hieray social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 

HUNDRED Yrars or FReETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry. 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can he more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of & barbaric church. 
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($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! 


* FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHRT ^ 
FREE OF CHARGES. 
AND FURIHER—fTo aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
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free, a copy in boards of 
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of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz Truru Szzxer one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurn Szzxer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one - 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book ” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tug Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tu: TaurH SerKER one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru Szzxer one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 
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SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 
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SUBSCRIPTION. 
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se Pill out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
This makes 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own free, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier Secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates, 


Tug TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 
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In connection with our «Missionary Scheme” of sending The Tenth Seeker Co., | | 

Eight Copies of Paine’s “Age of Reason" to separate addresses 28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting Please send The Truih Seeker to the following address. fot comm — Jear 


people read Tue TnurH Szrxzn for awhile. 
make the following offer: 


To this end we 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tur TnurH 
SEEKER for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to 
make an effort to send us one or 
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A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 
this at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 
they will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


Jnclosed find $n payment of the same. 
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given national recognition in the supreme law, the Con- 
stitution of the United States.” — 


. Think of binding a free and enlightened people 
down to the moral code of the ancient Jews! 


the world at the present time and hence this pros- 
pect has for us only or chiefly the interest of an 
abstract truth, and yet Professor Momerie is led by 
the contemplation of it to say: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


“If then the universe be so fundamentally irrational 
and so diabolically tantalizing, why should I trouble my- 
self about character? If in so ridiculous and contempt- 
ible a world there be one thing more stupid than another, 
would it not be the attempt to act as rational and: moral 
beings? Would not a belief in the reality of right and 
wrong be the maddest of all delusions? What does it 
matter, what cau it matter, how I act, if my life be but a 


E. M. MAODONAID, - - - - - Editor and Manager. 


The Essential Immorality of Supernaturalism. 
38 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


The Agnostic Annual for 1895 has a very inter- 
esting symposium on “Why Liv a Moral Life?” 
Among the contributors thereto is the Rev. Alfred 
Momerie, who has achieved considerable notoriety and 
some fame in the last few years as the author of “Lux 
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What wonder that the history of the Christian 
ages is written in characters of fire and blood! 
When we realize that the Christian world has be- 
lieved that the only reason why men should respect 
the rights of their fellows was that they might get 
into heaven and escape hell, and that, no matter 
what monsters of cruelty they were, “Jesus paid it 
all,” and all they had to do was to repent and his 
blood would “wash all their guilty stains away,” 
can we marvel that the church has made the hor- 
rible record that she would fain erase? Professor 
Momerie has unthinkingly indicted Christian Theism 
at the bar of common sense and human justice. 

He has shown us just what we may expect if the 
church should succeed in her struggle to regain poli- 
tical supremacy in the world. He has revealed the 
essential immorality of the gospel of Christian sal- 
vation. He has made it possible for the most dull- 
minded to see that “Christian morality” is based 
on the fear of the hangman’s noose and that we 
shall never hav a rational system of ethics, accepted 
| and lived by the masses of the people, until we hav 
laid Christian Theism away in the crypts of the dead. 
superstitions. : 

What could be more foolish than the utterances 
we hav quoted from this clerical moralist? Does 
the acceptance of the scientific theory of the gradual 
development of the cosmos, of sentient beings, of 
the various attributes which man manifests, and of 
the probable extinction of planetary activities, alter 
one single fact of human relations and the relation 
of man to the other forces of nature? Does the 
acceptance of this theory dispose of the facts that 
fire tortures, that water smothers, that carbonic 
acid gas poisons, that savage beasts tear and devour, 
that murder kills, that theft despoils, that cruelty 
destroys peace and causes suffering, that love thrills, 
that the scent of flowers is pleasing, that the odors 
of decay are nauseating, that slavery degrades, and 
that liberty elevates and educates? Is sympathy 
less desirable, is order no longer good, has food lost 
its flavor and does starvation bring joy to its vie- 
tim? Even if there be no future existence for that 
hand with which Professor Momerie penned these 
despairing words will he deliberately put it in the 
fire and let it slowly melt into ashes? Granting 
that the babe which plays on his knee has no pros- 
pect of singing with a ransomed few in the courts 
of God, will he hate and abuse the little one, and 
all because of his doubts about the future life in 
which he has been taught to believe? When did 
the florist cease to plant roses and lilies because the 
fragrant and beautiful blooms are not everlasting ? 
Because houses decay are they not desirable as 
shelters and homes? Because we may not liv in 
the future in some other world do we think it wise 
to neglect sanitary precautions and get in the way 
of cyclones and rattlesnakes and railway trains! 


justice, mercy, peace, honor, and love if it can be 
demonstrated that the evolutionary hypothesis is 
correct. 

In answer to the question which is the text of 
the symposium, Mr. Momerie says: “ Faith—faith 
in God and immortality—seems to me the only 
rational basis for morality.” Then he immediately 
makes this admission: 


“I am bound to admit that there hav been men ‘to 
whom the dignity of manhood and the fellowghip of this 
life, undazzled by the magic of any revelation, unholpen 
by promises of anything higher or more enduring than 
the fruition of human. love and the fulfilment of human 
duties, are sufficient to bear the weight of life and death.’ 
Iam bound to admit that there are men here and there 
who, with no conscious faith in God, are yet living noble, 
useful, self-denying lives, spending and being spent for 
others, taking the most enthusiastic interest in all that 
eoncerns the well-being of their fellow-men, content to 
work for blessings to be enjoyed by posterity, when they 
themselvs shall hav passed into non-existence. I marvel 
at the goodness of these men, but I could never hope to 
imitate it. Their universe is fundamentally irrational 
and immoral.” ue i 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or dy registered letter. 
Address communications and make drasis, cheoks, post-office: 
and express money orders payadleto E. M. MAODONALD, 

: 98 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


Progress of the Theoeratic Movement. 


There can be no reasonable doubt that among the 
really orthodox Christian people of this country the 
proposed Christian amendment to the national’ 
Constitution is receiving more and more favorable 
consideration and that the number of its outspoken 
advocates is growing larger year by year. Eventu- 
ally all Christians must choose between the com- 
plete Christianization of our constitutions and stat- 
utes and the equally complete secularization of the 
same. Which position many of them will take will 
depend on how earnestly and wisely the Free- 
thinkers of the United States champion their own 
cause. We must work as never before and we must 
let it be seen distinctly that in demanding the seps- 
ration of church and state we mean just what we 
say and hay not the slightest intention of oppressing 
any class or church when our ideas become ascend- 
ant. In its issue of October 20th, the Christian 
Reformer givs two instances of the growth of theo- 
cratic sentiment. James Black reports that for 
three years he has presented in the state conven- 
tions of the Pennsylvania Prohibitionists a resolu- 
tion recognizing the “Lord Jesus Christ as su- 
preme ruler.” This resolution has been defeated 
in committee year by year, but by decreasing major- 
ities. This year it was defeated in committee by a 
vote of eight to seven, and then it was introduced 
on the floor of the convention itself, and there it 
was defeated by only & small majority. The Chris- 
tian Reformer remarks that it seems strange “that 
friends of prohibition could find any argument 
against the recognition of Jesus Christ as the su- 
preme ruler.” However strange the finding of 
such arguments may be so far as Prohibitionists 
are concerned, if Dr. McAllister will send us ten 
cents we wil mail to him E. C. Walker’s “ Bible 
Temperance,” and in that he will find hundreds of 
Bible arguments against accepting that book as an 
authority in temperance, or Jesus as the ruler over 
temperance people. Now to the other illustration 
of the growth of theocratic sentiment: The Central 
Ohio Conference of the United Brethren has just 
adopted this resolution : 

sWe believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is the ruler of 
nations and that his will as revealed in the Bible is the 


standard by which all moral issues in national life should 
be decided, and that his authority and his law should be 


What right, in logic, has Professor Momerie to 
say that the universe of such men is fundamentally 
irrational and immoral? He admits that they lead 
lives that he could never hope to imitate if he be- 
lieved as they do; has it never occurred to him 
that the fault would be in his mental and moral 
make-up rather than in the “logic of life” which to 
them is all-sufficient, as he confesses? But how 
does he know that he could not liv a good life if he 
accepted the evolutionary theory of the cosmos! 
Can he not conceive it as probable that the facts of 
existence and the incentive to a decent life might 
appear to him in a new light under those circum- 
stances? Itcannot be supposed that he is willing 
to say that he is by nature so much more depraved 
than the Atheists he has in mind that he could not 
possibly keep his hands from crime were it not for 
belief in the white-hot furnaces of hell. Yet this is 
what he seems. to say in every paragraph of his 
article. Following the last sentence quoted above 
he draws a picture of the universe as the scientist 
conceives it: In the beginning the atoms, which he 
speaks of as “dead, inanimate ;” they fall through 
space and come in contact; heat is evolved, worlds 
condense, “animals, men, instinct, reason, memory, 
imagination, will, thought, worship, love” come into 
existence. “If this were all, we could rest content; 
progressiv evolution must be the work of God.” 
But the * Atheistic philosophers " sketch the future 
of evolution also; all the mental and moral attri- 
butes developed are to “pass away and be no 
more;" the stars and planets will cool down, their 
heat will be radiated into space, and they will be- 
come frozen blocks. “ The curtain of history is to fall 
on a lump of ice!” The prophecies of science may 
be verified, in part, or wholly, but we are living in 
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Has it not entered the mind of Mr. Momerie that 
the very fact of the brevity of life might induce a 
reasonable man to make the best possible use of the 
few short years that are his? Experience has 
amply demonstrated that the happiness of others 
directly and indirectly contributes to our happiness; 
if one citizen is insecure in the possession of prop- 
erty, liberty, and life, that insecurity inevitably 
weakens the safeguards of all other citizens. 

It might be well for Professor Momerie to tell 
us why we should be more moral if we believed in 
God and immortality than if we rejected those two 
concepts or were in doubt concerning them. He 
has made no attempt to do so, having contented 
himself with bare assertions that there is nothing 
but stupidity in any endeavor to liv moral and 
rational lives if the universal laws of growth 
and decay are not suspended in man’s favor. But 
do not the very words used imply that it is well to 
“trouble about character”? What incentiv can 
there be to lead an irrational life? Is not the fact 
that a life 2s irrational a sufficient condemnation of 
it? Why should a young man deliberately do that 
which he admits is notin any way reasonable? 
But there is more here than has yet been seen by the 
minister. If the universe is so bad that there is no 
inducement to be moral if the earth is some day to 
become a “frozen block,” what sort of a god is it 
who made the world? If he made a world so very 

imperfect and immoral that it will take an eternity 
of happiness in some other sphere to justify his 
previous colonizing of the human family in this, 
what warrant hav we for suppposing that the com- 
mands that are attributed to him are in any way 
ethical, and why should we assume that he will do 
better by us in “heaven” than he has done on 
earth? If the vice, crime, and agony that he has 
made inseparable from our existence in this world 
were not and are not incompatible with his infinit 
goodness, purity, and justice, what evidence hav 
we that vice, crime, and agony will not be insepa- 
rable from our existence in the “world to come’? 
And if a future life of happiness is the necessary 
complement of the life which we lead in this world, 
what is to be done for the other forms of sentient 
existence which we so glibly call the “lower ani- 
mals”? They hav suffered and do suffer terribly, 
and need as much as does man another life in 
which to receive compensation for the miseries of this. 

The conception of the universe as created by an 
infinitly powerful and wise god carries with it the 
implication that he premeditated the vice, crime, 
and agony that hav cursed all forms of life through 
all the ages. What consolation or hope is there in 
this for the man who wishes to lead a moral life? 
On the other hand, the conception of the universe 
as the resultant, in its particular manifestations, 
of its own inherent, non-moral energies does not 
fill the mind with despair, for it is seen that with 
individual consciousness has come an ethical de- 
sire and some measure of ethical accomplish- 
ment, thus giving room for hope that as man 
grows wiser he will grow better, that is, he will 
more and more clearly perceive that his personal 
well-being is one with the well being of his fellows, 
and that the influences that reduce the sum total of 

' cruelty in the world are conserving influences, as 
they must be, for self-preservation is the “first law ” 
of all forms of life. 

et 
At Last They Notice the Charge. 

It will be remembered that we hav often charged 
that the attempt to introduce Christian ideas into 
the laws has been productiv of corruption. In the 
nature of things it could not be otherwise. In an 
age like this, when science, historical discoveries, 
and critical examination are discrediting and dis- 
proving the old theological notions, it must be taken 
for granted that a large proportion of the educated 
and acute men who aspire to hold public positions hav 
lost faith, to a greater or less extent, in the various 
dogmas of the Christian churches. It could not be 
expected that these men would vote for the Chris- 
tianizing of our constitutions and laws unless they 
were influenced thereto in some potent way. That 
way was found when Christians decided to vote for 
no office seeker who would not do as they wished 


him to in this matter. They told Congressmen, 
when the resolution for closing the World’s Fair on 
Sunday was pending, that those who did not sup- 
port that resolution would hear in a very unpleasant 
way from their constituents on the next election 
day, and to make this threat sufficiently appalling 
they flaunted before the Congressmen’s eyes what 
were claimed to be the petitions of not less than 
twenty-five million citizens in favor of that resolu- 
tion. It had the desired effect and Congress has- 
tened to do the bidding of the church and enacted 
a law in the interest of the clergy. 

The fraudulent nature of those petitions has been 
shown scores of times, in Freethought, in secular, 
and even in religious papers, but heretofore it has 
been impossible to get the theecratic journals to 
consider the allegations which reflected so seriously 
upon the honor of the Sabbatarian leaders. They 
hav persisted in boasting of the twenty-five 
to forty millions cf citizens who were said to 
hav indorsed those petitions for Sunday closing, 
but they paid no attention to the well-sustained 
charge of fraud. At last, however, they hav ven- 
tured to notice the matter. For some months the 
Christian Reformer has quoted at length from Tux 
Troru Szzxzz and lately has attempted to meet the 
issues presentéd by this journal, in particular our 
often reiterated affirmation that the effort to unite 
church and state still more closely has tended to 
the demoralization of politicians. It now accuses 
us of obscuring the issue, saying that while we as- 
serted that law makers ‘hav been bullied into vot- 
ing for all sorts of unconstitutional laws, and hav 
made all kinds of promises under duress of threats 
of defeats in future elections if they did not giv 
their public indorsement to the demands of the 
theocrats,” we had exclusiv reference to Sabbath 
legislation. This is a mistake; we did not hav ex- 
elusiv reference to Sabbath legislation; the theo- 
crats hav induced the lawmakers to vote for and in 
some instances to enact other unconstitutional 
statutes, but we confined our exposure to the chi- 
canery connected with the World’s Fair business, 
partly because the subject was one which had at- 
tracted tne attention of the whole country, and 
partly because there was grave reason to suppose 
that more of the legislators who voted for Sunday 
closing were unduly influenced by the threats of 
the theocrats than were so influenced in the case of 
some of the other unconstitutional enactments. 
We propose to hav the Sabbatarians stick to this 
question, now that they hav at this late day recog- 
nized the fact that there 7s a question of the genu- 
inness of the petitions for Sunday closing. Now 
we will see what the Christian Reformer has to say 
in the premises : 

“Reduced to its lowest terms the charge of Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER is that certain legislators hav been 
persuaded by Christians to vote for Sabbath laws. 
It claims, however, that there was exaggeration as to 
the number of people who wanted the World's Fair 
closed on Sabbath, that in some states more people were 
claimed on this side of the question than thesestates con- 
tained, and that this astonishing result was reached by 
taking the vote both in churches, in Christian Endeavor 
societies, and in other Christian associations, so that many 
people would thereby be counted twice. On this point 
we hav three things to say. 1. We are not sure that the 
charge is true. 2. If it is true, those who gathered the 
petitions and figured up the results made a mistake. If 
they did the thing charged intentionally, we denounce it 
as a stupendous fraud. Our cause needs no such methods. 
3. We do not believe that any man or number of men de- 
liberately planned any such fraud. If the number of 
Christians in any state who opposed the opening of the 
Fair on Sabbath was overestimated, it was done by mis- 
take, and not of set purpose. And if it was done pur- 
posely, neither Christianity nor the church is responsible 
for it, but only the few individuals who did it.” J 

Not only is it charged that many people were 
“counted twice,” but it is charged that they were 
counted three, or four, or more times. The Pres- 
byterian minister, Rev. Mr. Cross, testified before 
the Congressional committee that names were 
counted “three, four, or five times,” as he knew. 
The editor of the Christian Reformer had this 
statement before him at the time he wrote, for it 
was in the very editorial of ours that he was criti- 
cising. Why did he ignore it? His evasiv remarks 
will not dispose of the issue raised by Mr. Cross 
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* Not sure that the charge is true"! “If it is 
true it was a mistake”! Even “if it was 
done purposely, neither Christianity nor the church 
is responsible for it, but only the few individuals 
who did it”! All this is ridiculous. These charges 
hav been public property ever since the claim wag 
made that twenty-five millions of people had in- 
dorsed the Sunday-closing petitions. The claim 
was false on its face, and every minister, paper, 
and church that has countenanced the claim is re- 
sponsible. It was onlya few months since that the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, 
North, solemnly declared that **a large majority of 
our American people” had “expressed” their 
“convictions” in favor of the closing of the Fair 
on Sunday, and there has appeared time and again 
in the Christian Reformer, the Christian States- 
man, and. other theocratic and Sabbatarian jour- 
nals, the uncontradicted assertion that from twenty- 
five to forty millions of our people had so expressed 
themselvs. The theocrats knew that the claim had 
been disputed, knew that it had been shown that it 
could not be true, knew that they had been chal- 
lenged repeatedly to make good the claim and clear 
themselvs from the imputation of trickery and de- 
ception. It is preposterous to say at this time that 
those who gathered the petitions and figured up 
the results are responsible for the fraud, “if” there 
is any fraud. Of course there is fraud, and those 
upon whom rests the heaviest responsibility there- 
for are the men and women who hav.assisted in 
giving circulation and credence to the monstrous 
story since the heat of the conflict has cooled. 
There was no possibility that the claim could be 
true. Suppose that we take the smallest number 
of alleged petitioners, twenty-five millions: 

At the time of the World's Fair we had a popu- 
lation of sixty-five millions or less. Call it sixty- 
five millions. The census of 1890 givs the United 
States families to the number 12,690,152, but we 
will let it go at an even thirteen millions at the 
time the Fair was held. The average number of 
persons to the family is within a small fraction of 
five. This would giv,in round numbers, twenty-six 
millions of men and women who might hav signed 
petitions. From the sixty-five millions are to be 
deducted the aliens who could not legally petition 
and the Indians not voters. Of.the more than 
seven and one-half millions of colored people how 
many signed the petitions, and of the other mill- 
ions of Germans and other foreign born citizens, 
how many could the Sabbatarians fairly count on 
their side? Then there were the Unitarians, the 
Adventists, and the Freethinkers, including the 
Spiritualists, who are largely nativ Americans, and! 
who can be reckoned almost to a man for Sunday: 
opening, saying nothing of the millions of the non- 
church members who take no stock in Sunday leg- 
islation. After all these are deducted where are 
you to find those twenty-five millions of petitioners: 
for Sunday closing? But forty millions were 
claimed for a long time, and one often sees the 
latter figure in Christian documents even to-day. 
In the light of these facts and many more that we 
hav not the space to display here what can we think 
of the partisans who talk about “ifs” in trying to 
dispose of the awkward charge of fraud in connec- 
tion with the vote to close the World’s Fair on. 
Sunday? i 


"MUS 

On the 13th of October there was unveiled at: 
Batavia, New York, a tablet erected in memory of 
Robert Morris, the financier of the Revolution. 
Nearly all of the cabinet officers were present, as 
well as several state officials. Secretary Carlisle 
delivered a historical address. There was a very 
large concourse of people on the ground. ` In 
making arrangements for the ceremonies care was 
taken that the two great divisions of the church 
should hav an opportunity to advertise themselvs. 
After the tablet was unveiled Bishop Ryan, Catholic, 
delivered a prayer. After luncheon the exercises 
were resumed at the State Park, where Bishop 
Coxe, of Buffalo, the arch anti-Catholic of the state, 
said his little prayer, and * Zion Awake " was sung. 
At the close of Secretary Carlisle's address Rev. 
Philo G. Cook of Buffalo delivered the closing 
prayer and the benediction. We do not know 
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whether Mr. Cook is a Protestant or a Catholic, and 
it does not make any difference. The essential 
truth is that all these religious services were wholly 
out of place, and were an insult to every self- 
respecting citizen, regardless of his or her religious 
belief Where church and state are separated the 
clergyman. has no official functions. He may, and 
often does, usurp them, as Bishops Ryan and Coxe 
and Rev. Mr..Cook did in this instance, but he is an 
interloper and a mischief-maker. The Christian 
Advocate objected when the mayor of Waterbury, 
Connecticut, received a Catholic dignitary officially, 
and it will now of course censure all concerned in 
this affair at Batavia. If it does not, shall we not 
be justified in saying that it does not mean anything 
when it avows its adherence to the principle of the 
. separation of church and state? . 


Eve ate." 


and the stupidity consists in supposing that any- 
body will be fooled by the assertion. Of course 
the trap was set to catch Freethinkers, but these 


lived in our day he would hav been as much 
ashamed of such opinions as we, or words to that 
effect.” All of which is commended to the careful 
consideration of the good Christian gentlemen who 
got up the stuffed ‘petitions for the closing of the 
World's Fair on Sunday. 


The mingled stupidity and dishonesty of some 
propagandists is wonderful A society paper, in 
playing at drawing a contrast between the teachings 
of Catholics and Protestants, says that the former 
teach that “God cursed the human race because 
The dishonesty in this is the implication 
that the Protestants do not teach the same thing, 


parties. It is certain that they with their fellow- 
theocrats did hav their way with the politicians of 
both organizations, and the People’s party as well, 
so far as the closing of the World’s Fair on Sunday 
was concerned, and we may be sure that they will 
hav their way all the time if we do not realize that 
their success means the destruction of liberty, and 
fight them to the death. 


In the Episcopal Diocesan convention Rev. Dr. 
Bradley spoke of “unbiblical debauches.” Pre- 
sumably he meant some other kind than the class 
of which Lot’s and Noah's and the * well drunken” 
time they had at the wedding in Cana were examples. 


The second volume of Moncure D. Conway’s 
edition of the collected works of Thomas Paine is 
out, and we hav it for sale. 


Price, $2.50. 


know that the Protestants hold to the same belief 
in regard to the effect of Eve’s “transgression” 
that Catholics do, and that the source of and author- 
ity for this superstition is the Bible, which the so- 


The Sunday-law people always walk backward. 
On October 80th-31st the Pennsylvania Sabbath 
Association held a convention at Williamsport to 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Cou. R. Q. Inaxgnsorr's lecture route is as follows : 


celebrate the centennial of the Pennsylvania Sunday | cieties of which the paper indicated is one of the Nov. wie 2 A tote De Doc. iow Bedford, Mase 
law, which is one of the worst statutes of the kind | organs are determined that the school children of | Nov. 16......... Sap ale Te De Beats: Bonton, Mans 
that disgrace the law-books of these states. In its | this country shall be compelled to study, regardless Noy: Is MA steals Doo doc ortis d Me 
call for the meeting the Association says that the | of the objections of their parents. The same sheet Deo. 5........—... Lyn», Mass 
law in question has preserved the Sabbath for the | says that the Catholic priest teaches that God made D PR e ERE N E 
people of that state during the one hundred years | a forty-year-old man in a minute.. Of course he Deo. 8.......Brookton, "Mass 
now just passed.: This amounts to a confession | does, and likewise does the Protestant minister, Deo. a 1 Providonos; NS 
that a rite of the Christian church would hav fallen | and not an orthodox Protestant church in Ohristen- ILN : 


Deo. 11. New London, Conn 
Dec. 16... Washington, D. C 
Dec. 17. ....... Richmond, Va 
Deo. 19..... Philadelphia, Pa 
Dec 20....... Baltimore, Md 


into desuetude had it not been for the arm of the 
` civil power, which means, again, that there is not 
enough of vitality in the religion of the Nazarene 
to keep it alive; it must be artificially sustained by 
constables and judges. Which means, still again, 


dom dares to put a denial of the truth of the 
alleged miracle in its official creed, and this society 
paper knows it.  Freethinkers will not fall into 
that trap, either. l 


. 26...Bridgeport, Conn 
R y oer . Holyoke, Mass 
. 98....Springfield, Mass 
. 29 Northampton, Mass 


S. P. Purwam’s lecture engagements for the month of 
November: 


that church and state are united and that the theo. 
crats rejoice that they are, despite their protesta- 
tions to the contrary. 


The Chicago Herald observes that while it seems 
quite easy for a few ministers to get the ear of the 
postal department at Washington and secure 
“instant attention,” it appears “to be absolutely 
impossible for the business men of Chicago, for 
the great mass of the people for whose accommoda- 

' tion the postal service is supposed to exist, and 
who pay so enormous a proportion of the general 
postal revenues of the country, to get the attention 

. of the department.” The American Sentinel an- 
swers that there are two reasons for this state of 
affairs, one of which is “the religious prejudice of the 
officials,” and the other the non-union of the busi- 
ness men, who hav not yet learned to “knife at the 
polls any politician or party that refuses their de- 
mands.” ‘The political boycott is a powerful 
weapon and the political churches hav learned how 
to use it.” This is true, and we shall never be re- 
spected by the political assassins of religious lib- 
erty until we learn to so use our votes as to retire 
them from the turmoil and strife of public life. 


Credit should be given to the editor of the Testi- 
mony, ® Sabbatarian paper of Buffalo, for telling 
the truth when it reflected on his fellow-Christians. 
He is evidently not a thick-and-thin partisan, and 
his honorable action is a lesson to all reformers, 
particularly to those who think that it is an unfor- 
givable offense to criticise one’s fellow-workers. 
He had read in the writings of “a Boston theo- 
logian and historian” this quotation from the 
“Table Talk” of Martin Luther: 

“If anywhere anyone set up the day on a Jewish 
foundation to be observed for the day’s sake, then I com- 
mand you to work on it, to ride on it, to feast on it, to 
dance on it, to do anything whereby this encroachment 
on Christian liberty may be removed.” 

In seeking to verify this quotation the editor of 
the Testimony purchased successivly three editions 
of the “Table Talk,” edited by three clergymen, of 
different sects. He found that each minister had 
omitted some things that would tell against his 
own sect, and all had left out the above quotation. 
The editor also read quotations from the prose 
works of Milton which were against Sunday ob- 
servance and the doctrin of the trinity. Consult- 
ing an edition of Milton’s works, he found these 
things carefully excluded, and * the learned editor, 
the ‘pious doctor of divinity,’ coolly informs the 
reader that he omitted these things begause had he 


tion, the states; and the cities and towns. 
are quite rapidly adding the latter to their lists, 
and certainly are doing very thorough work when 
they can get such ordinances as this recently 
adopted by the council of St. Louis, Michigan: 


The Sunday worshipers are working on the na- 
They 


**SgorroN 1. No person shall keep open his or her store, 


Shop, restaurant, grocery, or other place of business, 
pleasure, or amusement, or sell or offer for sale any 
goods, wares, or merchandise, within the corporate 
limits of the city of St. Louis on the first day of the week, 
commonly called Sunday. 


**Szo. 2; No person shall do any manner of work, or 


take part in any sport, game, or play, or be present at 


any dancing, public diversion, show, or entertainment 


within the corporate limits of the city of St. Louis on 


said first day of the week.” 

Sec. 3 permits works of necessity or charity to be 
done, and allows drugs and medicins and under- 
takers’ goods to be sold, but those are the only 
privileged actions and commodities. The minimum 
and maximum fines are five and ten dollars, and the 
costs are to be added. Think of the insolence of 
forbidding the playing of croquet, lawn tennis, and 
checkers on Sunday! Talk about trying to secure 
“rest” for the laboring people when they are fcr- 
bidden to do the very things that would giv them 
rest! Who is so blind as not to see that the whole 
business is a scheme to make life so dreary on Sun- 
day that the people will be forced, in sheer ennut, 
to go to church? Where is this thing to end? 


A movement is on foot in Illinois to organize 
what its projectors are pleased to call a good citi- 
zenship political party. The Christian Endeavor 
Society, with a membership of forty-five thousand, 
is the originator of the scheme. To these hav been 
joined the Epworth League with thirty thousand 
and the Baptist Young People’s Society with ten 
thousand The leaders think that they will absorb 
the Prohibition party and that they can secure the 
assistance of the Catholics, thus enabling them to 
wipe out the liquor traffic at once. All this shows 
us how rapidly we are approaching the time when 
political issues will be decided on religious grounds, 
the time when secular political parties will hav be- 
come religious political parties, and Christ will be 
king, as Miss Willard says, of our “camps and 
courts.” The Prohibition party is the one that we 
should naturally expect would be tke first to under- 
go this transformation, because it has a less num- 
ber of secular garments to doff than any of the 
others. The Congregationalist thinks that with 
concert of action the Christian Endeavorers should 
be able to control the polities of both the old 


Brooklyn Philosophical Association, November 11th. 
Newark Liberal League, Sunday evening, November 11th. 
Philadelphia, Pa., November 18th. 
Cincinnati, O., November 25th. 

Dates are now open for engagements between Chicago 
and New York. Please write at once to S. P. Putnam, 
934 South Water street, Chicago, Ill. 


Taz Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'olook Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free. All welcome. Program for November: 


November 18th—'* What Some People hav Said About 
the Land Question.” Mrs. Burleigh. 


Radical Library open 7.80 to 10 P.M. 
per month. 


Dues 15 cents 


Tam Manhattan Liberal Olub meets every Friday eyen- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 220 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for November: 

November 9th—‘‘ Spiritualism, Theosophy, and Free- 
thought, S. P. Putnam. 


‘Ture Braun” is the title of the lecture that will be 
delivered by Col. Robert G. Ingersoll at the Star Theater 
on Sunday evening, November ilth. It was first de- 
livered under the auspices of the Chicago Press Club in 
the great Auditorium of Ohioago a few nights ago. It 
created the most profound sensation of anything the 
inimitable master of. speech has uttered since he first 
burst like a ray of sunshine dispelling the gloom of igno- 
norance and blind faith. The press of Chicago united in 
declaring it to be Ingersoll’s masterpiece—the calm, dis- 
passionate pronouncement of judgment by a philosopher 
and a friend of humanity. He prefaced the lecture by & 
characteristic explanation, as follows: ‘‘I hav long 
thought that somebody ought to tell the truth about the 
Bible. But I knew that the politicians dared not; they 
would lose their election. Ministers dare not; they 
would be driven from their pulpits. Editors dare not; 
they would lose their circulation. Professors would lose 
their positions; Society men would lose their caste; mer- 
chants would lose trade. So, having the leisure and the 
inclination, I thought I would attend to the matter my- 
self." His lecture is & serious analysis of the Bible, and 
he. maintains vigorously throughout, its theme: ‘‘ In the 
nature of things there can be no evidence to establish the 
claim of inspiration.” The climax of interest in the lect- 
ure was reached when after he had exhaustivly enumer- 
ated the wrongs to humanity that hav been done in the 
name of Ohirst he declared that ‘‘if Ohrist was in fact 
God he knew all the future. Why did he go dumbly to 
his death, leaving the world to misery and to doubt? I 
will tell you why. He was a man, and did not know.” 
The Times said. : “ When Mr. Ingersoll reached the 
words ‘ He did not know,’ a great sigh went up from the 
audience. There was su instant’s silence and then s 
storm of spplause that rose and surged and echoed from 
stage to topmost gallery. The hand-clapping died away, 
then rose again; this time s great burst of cheering ac- 
companied it. * Ingersoll, like his bearers, knew 
that he had just achieved one of the great triumphs of a 
life that has been crowned with triumphs. Men who hav 
heard him time and again in the years past shook their 
heads gravely aud said he had never done anything so 
masterful, so superb, and so full of resistless eloquence.” 
Throughout the lecture, Colonel Ingersoll called upon 
the clergy to attempt to dispute any of his statements, 
and it is quite likely that some of them will respond with 
the usuat result, after he is safely away. Colonel Inger- 
goll has determined to do more lecturing this season than 
usual. His plans include a brief Western trip this month, 
a tourof New England in December, an extended West- 
ern trip in January, and a season in the South in F'ebru- 
ary. O. A. Davis, of 1298 Broadway, bas charge of the 
Colonel's lecture business, 
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Observations. 


A gentleman of the name of Thomas A. Janvier, 
writing a book just published by the Harper's, and 
called “In Old New York,” give a “glimpse” of 
Thomas Paine. He himself did not see Mr. Paine, 
but his “informant” did, and Janvier solemnly re- 
produces the picture. It was in 1809, when Paine 
lived in a house in Herring street which is now 293 
Bleecker. The description is as follows: 

The sash was raised and a small table or stand was placed 
before him with an open book upon it which he appeared 
to be reading. He had his spectacles on, his left elbow 
rested upon the table or stand, and his chin rested be- 
tween the thumb and fingers of his hand; his right hand 
lay upon his book, anda decanter containing liquor of 
the color of rum or brandy was standing next to his book 
or beyond it. 

The informant might hav done better than that. 
Provided he possessed any imagination whatever, a 
slight exercise of its powers should hav enabled 
him to say that one foot which Paine had elevated 
to an adjacent mantelpiece was seen to be cloven, 
although his shoemaker had endeavored to disguise 
the deformity; that, coiled about the back of his 
chair, and only partially concealed by the long coat 
which he wore, was a diabolical tail with a notable 
barb at the end; and that a pair of horns were vis- 
ible through the locks of hair now thinned by age. 
That was the popular conception in religious cir- 
cles of Paine’s appearance at the period mentioned, 
and if Mr. Janvier had seen fit to giv the story 
these few additional touches it would be pictur- 
esque enough for the use of Sunday-schools. Di - 
ciples of Paine may say that the decanter contained 
only cold tea, or hard cider at the strongest, but 
the hoofs, horns, and tail could not, I apprehend, 
be disposed of quite so flippantly. 

I hav made a few notes on the campaign we are 
now sustaining which I will here introduce. I write 
this too early to announce the result of the election, 
but that is not of importance except to those who 
hav bets on it or are running for office. If any 
rascals hav been turned out, we may still sleep 
peacefully at night, calmed by the certainty that 
greater ones hav been turned in. 

Note 1. The campaign has not been without 
features of distinguished die. The women hav 
been in it to such an extent that even those who 
wore bloomers hav had to hold them up; and as 
has been noted by several persons, the ministers 
talked politics while the politicians were sermoniz- 
ing. Parson Parkhurst, who preached against the 
proposed constitutional amendment providing for 
woman suffrage, has, to use a scriptural phrase, 
plowed with the heifers to overthrow the Tammany 
Samson. He was not short-sighted enough to 
appeal to women’s intelligence as it might be exer- 
cised at the polls. Heads is not what he wins on. 
He prefers the Delilah method to that which we 
may imagin would hav been favored by Hypatia. 
His trick has been barred out of the prize-ring, but 
is still, I believe, regarded as legitimate by the 
elergy. 

Note 2. As I make out the issue of the campaign 
in New York, it is a question of legal or illegal rob- 
bery—whether protection money shall be paid to the 
poor devils.in policemen’s clothes, or whether it 
shall go “higher up.” It is a question whether it 
is more economical to giv a patrolman a dollar or 
to pay the taxyather, the license clerk, or the police 
justice from two to ten. Some prefer to giv alms 
with their own hand rather-than through a charity 
organization, or to assist the heathen round about 
them instead of making their contributions to a 
missionary society for tranmission abroad. On the 
same principle they like to conduct their own 
affairs without the too officious interference of a 
body of politicians designating themselvs the state. 
The investigations by a committee of senators 
headed by Senator Lexow is one phase of the prob- 
lem. Itis a suit brought to determin whether all the 
perquisits, or what is vulgarly called the “boodle,” 
of New York city offices shall be retained by their 
local incumbents or be distributed among the sen- 
ators and members of the assembly. The corrup- 
tion known to exist has been unveiled, as might be 
expected, but if a committee from the police de- 
partment should investigate the senators, the only 
difference, I take it, would be in the size of the 
game. 

Note 3. As usual, there is great activity among 
the hunters after mercenary voters, that is, the pov- 
erty-stricken citizens who sell their votes for a few 
dollars. They ought to go “higher up” in this mat- 
ter. Nobody believes that our state senators and 
assemblymen are pure or that corporations hav no 
influence on legislation. It is charged that even 
members of the Lexow committee hav been the 
attorneys for railroads at Albany. Half thecountry 
is convinced that votes of United States senators 


hav been bought with the money of sugar trusts, 
while it is a chestnut to describe the president as a 
tool of Wall street. I presume that all the charges 
are true. Officials who offer no resistance to the 
demands of religious hypocrisy, who hav not back- 
bone enough to bar the door against religious 
thieves, moral prudes, and theocratic conspirators, 
would not naturally possess sufficient moral courage 
to decline to be bribed. Having parted with their 
manhood, they might as well sacrifice their honesty 
too, and let the tail go with the hide. Meanwhile 
they may divert public attention from their own 
rascality by passing and amending laws to jail the 
voter who disposes of his political influence for two 
dollars and a half. 

Note 4. There are picturesque features, too, 
that should be kept in sight. The other night a 
political orator of New York named Wetmore, in 
predicting the defeat of the other party, delivered 
himself thus: 

For it is coming. You can hear it in the sir. From 
the dark forests and mountains of the North, from the 
hill-embosomed lakes of the South—from the green waters 
of Niagara to where our own bay opens her besutiful 
arms to welcome the world, from the workshop and the 
home, from the lonely farm and the teeming city—louder 
and louder comes the sound of a people arousing in their 
wrath. Let vice shrink in its dens and wickedness trem- 
ble in its parlors, for the day of the Lord is at hand. 
Over base intriguer and truckling politician, over per- 
jured officer and thieving ruffian, the flood shall roll and 
bury them so deep that never again shall they rise in 
pasts life—not even when the political seas giv up their 

lea 

That is fine and should hav been produced earlier 
in the campaign for general use throughout the 
country. It would sound as well in the mouth of 
any other party orator as it did in Mr. Wetmore’s ; 
but it will be as applicable next year as this. The 
wave of indignation has the same periodicity as the 
election, and is always to be remarked at this-sea- 
son of the year. It is a deplorable fact, though, 
that the base intriguer, the truckling politician, the 
thieving ruffian, and the rest of them know how 
to swim. 

Note 5. The sporting gentlemen who run horses 
for the purpose of betting on their speed adjourned 
business about the middle of last week in order to 
lay their money on the candidates. These fellows, 
however, are no more than chubbers when their 
stakes are compared with those of the plunging 
senators, representativs, and other officials who 
make and enforce laws against gambling. As a 
sporting event, an election is second in interest 
only to an- encounter between eminent pugilists. 


The members of the Epworth League must be a 
highly impressionable lot of young people. At one 
of their late conventions in the West, as reported 
by a local paper, Dr. Berry, editor of the Epworth 
Herald, sang a song of which the refrain is, 

When the roll is called up yonder 
be there, 

and the audience went wild. There was surging, 
and shouting, and other wild demonstrations. In 
fact, the reporter avers that “the effect was elec- 
trical.” If Dr. Berry, in addition to saying that 
when the roll was called he would be there, had 
assured his listeners that he intended to stay all 
night, there is reason for inferring that asylums 
could not contain the lunatics he would hav made. 


I suspect that about one-half of the thoughtful 
people of the civilized world hav either written 
“poetry,” attempted to do so, or wished that they 
could. What proportion of these hav ever paused 
to inquire whether, before making verses, it is use- 
ful to learn anything about the art, I will not giv a 
guess. I estimate the percentage to be small, 
though, because 80 much so-called poetry proves 
its authors’ neglect of such study. Yet nearly all 
the school grammars contain lessons on prosody, 
and a brief survey of any of these would enable the 
student to see that verse, like arithmetic, has rules; 
that it is as necessary to measure the lines of a 
poem as the several legs of a table, and that, like a 
yardstick, it is: composed of feet. During my ser- 
vice as & printer I hav been more or less troubled 
by persons who paid no attention to these facts. 
They of course knew that in figuring they nfust 
giv a proper value to numbers, and that a house 
could not be built by inspiration, but they took no 
advantage of such knowledge when planning and 
erecting their poems. They were careful enough 
that there should be something like a correspond- 
ence of sound in the terminal words or syllables of 
their lines, thus providing for the rhyme; and that 
seemed to satisfy many of them. Others, I ob- 
served, had counted their syllables, under the delu- 
sion, apparently, that nothing more was needed. 
Now, if the rhymers will get their grammars and 
turn to the lessons on Prosody, they will perceive 
that a verse (and verse means line) is divisible into 


sections or feet, and that the words or syllables in 
these sections hav a certain relation to one another 
with respect to number and length. It may be im. 
agined that the lines given by the grammarian ag 
examples were cut up in that way just for fun, or 
to show what could be done with those particular 
verses, but neither theory would be the right one; 
the truth being that all poetry must be susceptible 
of similar treatment. It is an oversight of the 
grammarian that no hint of this is given, and I hay 


‘a few specimens that will serve to prove how reck- 


less writers are of the same fact. These specimens 
were withheld from publication out of regard for 
their authors. I will apply the dividing or “ sean- 
ning" process to a line or two and see how they 
come out. A young writer begins his poem thus: 
I wish I was & man like papa, l 
And educated, too ; 
T’d buckle on my sword and shield 
And bravely march right through. 


The first line scans as follows: 
1. I wish | I was | a man | like pa- | pa, 
The grammarian calls that meter “hypercatalectic,” . 
because it has a syllable hanging over the end of 
the line. Take the next: 
2. And ed- | uca- | ted, too ; 


Pure iambic, and above criticism; but look at the 
line which is to be read to correspond with line 1: 


8. Pd buck- | le on | my sword | and shield 


My son, your third lineis short. It must hav es- 
caped from some other poem. Now for the fourth: 


4. And brave- | ly march | right through. 


But you can’t keep step with those two long fellows 
there at the end. The “ted” in line 2 only serves 
to mark time, but “right” is a full step in itself. 
Compare the first with the closing stanza, which is 
as follows, scanned to avoid repetition : 
1. I'd plant | its glo- | rious ban | ner 
2. On some | sublime | hight, 
8. And un | to all | the world | let it be 
4, A guid- | ing star | & shin | ing light. 
Observe that “hight,” a long syllable, stands alone 
in line 2. Then see the group of particles at the 
end of the next, and note that line 4 has an extra 
foot as compared with No. 2, which has but three, 
and one a game foot at that. Let's even things up 
if we can: 
T'd plant its glorious banner 
On more than Alpine hight, 
To be to all the people 
A burning, shining light. 
It is not good poetry yet, but it can be depended 
upon to stand the stress of voice. If my young 
friend has a notion of music he will find it advanta- 
geous to tinker his lines until he can sing them to 
some tune without slurring the words or putting 
in extra notes. They will then be mechanically cor- 
reet. Furthermore, if the author of the lines below 
will not take offense, I would suggest that he apply 
the same test to his verses. This stanza is from a 
hymn designed, says the writer, to be sung to the 
air of the “Sweet By-and-Bye.” It will illustrate 
to the reader how the lyrical calipers giv the rule- 
o'-thumb poet away. Let somebody pitch the tune 
and we will proceed: 
The satisfaction in living a noble life 
Excels every future promis, 
And rewards us in meeting every strife— 
The highest theme of nature, the father, 
Not pausing to inquire why the writer failed to 
chuck in the adverb “rather” as a terminating 
word for his second line, to rhyme with “father ” 
in the fourth, it is proper to point out that words 
to fit the music of the “Sweet By and Bye” must 
hav anapestic feet, that is, three syllables—two 
short and a long one—to wit: 


There's a land | that is fair- | er than day. 


But the line, “ The satisfaction in living a noble life,” 
could not be cut up in that shape with an ax, nor 
could any of the others in the stanza. Nevertheless, 
if you don't write it that way it won't go. The 
rules of prosody are ossified. The throb of rhythm 
is as regular as the ticking of a clock. No one but 
Walt Whitman was ever permitted to write poetry 
in prose paragraphs indented like those of a catalog. 


A religious paper, the Star of Bethlehem, pub- 
lished at Leeds, York county, England, is accredited 
with the following item of news about the late rail- 
road strike: 

A big revolution is now going on in the United States 
of America, and there is little doubt that the government 
will be defeated. The dictator, Debs, has been driven 
from his palace, and he and his wife are now hiding in 
the mountains. The greatest trouble has been experi- 
enced in the capital of Chicago, where Grover Cleveland 
has obtained complete control. The railroad at that 
place has been torn up and thrown into the Mississippi 
river, and the stock yard has been razed to the ground. 


` It will be apparent to American readers that tho 
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Star of Bethlehem has greatly exaggerated the dif- 
ficulty; also that its knowledge of our affairs is 
defectiv. If the foregoing clipping may be accepted 
as rightly showing how short our English brethren 
are on information regarding American institutions 
and geography, the editor of the: London Free- 
thinker may be let off with a light sentence for 
elaborating Ala. into Alaska, and locating Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, four thousand miles or so from 
where it really is. And we are not prepared to 
throw stones, either. The other day a nativ of 
Maine applied for registration in New York as a 
voter, and the intelligent inspector demanded his 
_naturalization papers. 
Gro. E. MACDONALD. 


The Freethinkers’ National Congress. 


Among the letters read at the Congress of Free- 
thinkers held in Chicago October 26th, 27th, and 
28th, was the following from Katie Kehm Smith, 
secretary of the Oregon State Secular Union : 


SECULAR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

It was only by great effort, expense, and thoughtful 
care that immense palms and other matured trees were 
taken from their nativ soil to the Columbian Exposition, 
and to make them liv, thrive, and look natural in a cli- 
mate unnatural to them required further theughtful care 
and large expense. : 

It ineluded providing those conditions of soil, heat, 
moisture, etc., which the nature of the particular trees 
required. | 

The success of transplanting trees involved a thorough 
knowledge of their natural requirements, a plan for ar- 
tSeielly providing those requirements, and skillful hand- 
ing. 

Take away the conditions necessary to make the trees 
flourish at Chicago, and nature would assert herself in 
the Withered leaves and subsequent decay of branch and 

runk. ; 

Could the seed hay been planted, or even the young 
tree set out there, and thus been gradually acclimated, 
it might hav flourished with less artificial assistance. 
other words, the tree would flourish because it had been 
so developed that it had within it those essentials to make 
it liv and grow in a different climate, still retaining its 
nativ peculiarities. — 

Nearly every person has had sufficient experience in 
horticulture or floriculture to know that the seed or the 
young plant can be better developed, and with less care 
and expense, than the plant or tree which has reached 
or is nearing maturity. 

The commonest man or woman knows that what I hav 
said of trees is true. 

When I apply nature's laws to the cultivation of trees, 
or improving the breed of cattle, they listen, think, and 
understand, but when I undertake to tell them that chil- 
dren are like trees and cattle and can be stunted by bad 
conditions, or improved by good ones, they will not lis- 
ten, will not think, and will not understand. Their 
religion has settled the fate of children. God sent them 
as they are; perfect or imperfect, blind, deaf, dumb, or 
crippled, it is God's will, aud investigation is useless. 

Yet just as surely as what I hav said of the vegetable 
and animal kingdom is true, so is it true of the develop- 
ment or molding of the minds of the human family. 

Men and women are the matured trees. Heredity, 
temperament. environment, education hav molded their 
minds, shaped their bodies. and so fixed their ideas that 
it requires a tremendous effort to change them, not only 
a tremendous effort, but a continuous effort. 

How different the child.mind. The child-mind is but 
a twig, and the twig is easily bent. 

The most important question, then, before us 98 Secu- 
larists is: Shall we bend the twigs, or let Ohristians 
bend them? Shall we continue our efforts to transplant 
the matured trees? Shall we devote our energies, our 
time, and our money to changing the minds of men and 
women, or shall we devote them to shaping the minds of 
ehildren? 

If we shape the child, we will hav no adult to change. 

Is it not time that we comprehend the meaning of the 
priest's words, ‘‘ Giv me the child until he is twelve years 
of age and he will never depart from the faith?" 

- What do these words mean, and what can we learn 
from them? "They mean that priests learned long peo 
the best method of propagating their religion. hey 
hav learned by experience that if they plant the seed, 
the harvest is theirs; that a plastic mind is easily molded, 
and when once it has imbibed their teachings, so long as 
the child livs its mind will revert to its first training. 

The priest realizes that it is just as easy to instill into 
the child’s mind error, as it is truth; that it is not capa- 
ble of distinguishing the true from the false, and if, day 
after day and year after year, it imbibes superstition, 
and is placed where it can hear nothing but such teach- 
. ings, of course it is true that it will likely ‘‘ never depart 
from the faith.” 

With this end in view priest and preacher hav left 
nothing undone to provide society and entertainment for 
the young, 88 the Young Men's Ohristian Association, 
the Young Woman's Ohristian Association, the Society 
of Christian Endeavor, the Young. People's Guild, the 
Young People's Prayer Meeting, the Young Men's In- 
stitute, the Boy's and Girl’s Brigade, the Christian Sun- 
day-schools, and even the Baby’s branch of the Ohris- 
tian Church, will testify. 

While Seeularists hav been trying to transplant ma- 
tured minds, Christians, by means of these societies, hav 
taken advantage of the social nature of children, and pro- 
vided attractiv entertainments for them, knowing that if 
they succeed in drawing the children into their fold, the 
parents would naturally follow. 

The social part of their meetings i8 the drapery ever 
hiding the ugly skeleton of their religion. It is a kind 
of perfume which overcomes the noxious smell of their 
decaying creeds, It isthe paint and powder which covers 
the deceitful face of superstition and givs to it the appear- 
ance of health and beauty. , 

Even Secularists are caught in these Christian webs, 
and permit their children to be caught, too, thinking and 


saying: ‘‘Oh, well, I don’t think it will do them much 
harm, and it is a way for them to get into society.” 

Is it true that it will not do them much harm? Would 
ra say it will do your child no harm to be taught a false- 

ood? Willitdo him no harm to be taught that the 
Bible God, the devil, heaven, and hell are facts, when 
there is absolutely no proof of their existence? Will it 
do him no harm to be taught to ask Jesus for help, when 
it eannot be proven that Jesus ever helped anybody? 
Will it do him no harm to be taught that a good God could 
be the author of so many ridiculous and bad things as sre 
credited to him in the Bible? Will it do him no harm to be 
taught that the many unreasonable, unnatural, and im- 
possible statements and stories found in the Bible sre 
true, when all experience and science proves them to be 
false? Is it best to teach him to do right through fear of 
hell and hope of heaven, or to do right because it is right 
to do right? 

_ You know very well that every wrong ides or impres- 
sion that your. child gets will in some way affect his con- 
duct, to his injury. 

Now, why should you send your children to these 
schools, where faith is valued higher than facts; where 
emotions are appealed to and reason ignored; where all 
the teachings, songs, pictures, and prayers naturally 
tend to destroy reason and nourish faith? 

, Examin the lesson leaflets or catechism. The founda- 
tion of these is the Bible, which the children are told is 
the inspired word of God. 

The first thing the child is taught is that God made him, 
and made him expressly to glorify his name; that the 
highest good in this world is, therefore, to work for God. 
These lessons teach the child of Bible heroes and heroins, 
and hold them up as shining examples of God’s chosen 
people, and yet these same men and women would not be 
tolerated in respectable society of to-day. 

Why do the Christians not teach in their Sunday- 


schools something useful and sensible? Something that. 


will awaken thought or develop reason? Why do they 
not teach things which pertain to this world, to the good, 
the true, and beautiful of earth; of the sweet here and 
now instead of the sweet by-and-by; of our relations to 
one another instead of to the gods; of how we must liv in 
harmony with nature’s laws if we would hav health and 
happiness, instead of praying for these things? 

The teachings of the Christian Sunday-schools are for 
the most part foolish notions on the origin and purposes 
of life, and deal with subjects concerning which we know 
absolutely nothing, namely, of God and a future life. 
The welfare of the body is lost sight of in their anxiety 
for the welfare of something or nothing called the soul. 

Is it possible that clouding the tender mind of the child 
with error will do it no harm? 

Are there not enough known facts to teach our children 
that would interest and benefit them? Cannot children 
be brought together on Sunday and hav a good time, and 
be taught truth and sense instead of lies and nonsense? 

Is there anything more important for us to do than to 
provide a place for our children where their minds will 
be free from such detrimental environments? Hav we 
not too long been permitting priest and preacher to bend 
the twigs? 

It is only natural that children should want society, 
and they will hav it. It is right that they should 
hav it. The social nature in them was not born of 
the Ohristian religion or any other religion. It is 
as natural as the singing of the birds or the unfolding 
of the bud into blossom. Christians hav taken advantage 
of this part of human nature in all their organizations, 
and it is for this reason that they hav been successful. 

Would we, as Secularists, hav equal success? Then let 
us be wise and learn although from the enemy. We 
know that human nature cannot be entirely changed in a 
day nor yet & year. Indeed we would not, if we could, 
edueate out of men &nd women that desire to mingle to- 
gether and cultivate the social side of life. 

The most important thing for us to do is to unite our 
Strength, our forces, and supplant Christian young peo- 
ple's societies and Sunday-schools with similar organiza- 
tions controled by and in the interest of Secularism. 
The secular Sunday-school must supplant the Christian 
Sunday-school if we would hav the child's mind rightly 
developed. 

The future of Secularism depends upon the Secular 
Sunday-school As the Christian Sunday-schools are the 
nurseries where are trained the future workers for the 
cause of Jesus, so the secular Sunday-schools must be the 
nurseries where will be trained the future workers for 
the cause of science and humanity. Nor does it require 
a vast amount of care, time, or money. The success of 
the Christian Sunday-schools is the result, first, of a 
Splendid working syftom; evolved from years of ex- 
perience, and second, the simple manner in which the 
paraphernalia is arranged. 

Anyone who can read the English language and who 
will giv sufficient time and energy to the work can con- 
duct a Christian Sunday-school; and we must hav our 
paraphernalia so i habeas our instructions so plain, 
that any Secularist who can read and who is sufficiently 
energetic can conduct a Secular Sunday-school. 

The Secularists of Oregon hav made an effort in this 
direction, and while our system may not yet be perfect, 
yet it is working so admirably that we believe it is on the 
road to perfection. 

The ideas inyolved in all our work are, First, to make 
it as simple as possible, so that the child can easily grasp 
its meaning; and second, to make it as attractiv as pos- 
sible, so that the child will be happy in the work. 

The play instinct is natural to every child; therefore 
the younger the child, the more play we seek to brin 
into its work. For the first group, then, we hay adopted 
kindergarten work and teaching by means of objects, and 
all children from the ages of four to nine are included in 
this group. 

The second group is provided with lesson leaves which 
contain ten questions and answers. These lessons are on 
subjects which pertain to this world, alternating lessons 
on ethical subjects with those on science or perhaps the 
life of some poet, historian, or inventor. These lessons 
contain what we call a ‘‘Ooncert Gem of Thought,” 
which all the members of the group recite in concert. 
They also contain & ‘‘ Thought to be Remembered,” as, 
** A little help is worth & deal of pity," each lesson having 
8 different thought for each pupil. 

For the third group five questions without answers are 
provided, These being for pupils from fifteen to twenty- 


closing songs, read 
with the lessons, constitution, and by-laws, eto., are fur- 
nished by the Oregon State Secalar Union. 
twenty minutes are allowed for lessons; then comes a re- 
view of lessons by the superintendent; then a calisthenic 
drill, followed by recitations, songs, essays, etc.; the 
exercises concluding with a military drill in which flags 
are used instead of guns. 


turned into our schools, is a ‘‘ stitch in time.” 
not cost half as much to start him right as it will to get 
him right after he is grown. 


one years of age, it is expected that they will be able to 


find the answers themselvs, and thus there will be room 


for more thorough discussion of the question than if the 
answers were furnished. - 
The next group is called the ‘‘ Progressiv Bible Class," 


composed of those over twenty-one years, who choose 
any subject they wish for discussion, or they read and dis- 
cuss the Koran, the Bible, or any of the other so-called 
sacred writings. ` 


and 


All Secular Sunday eobools hav the same openin, 
e same concert poem—all of which, 


About 


The members of the different groups are to be provided 


with badges, at the side of each group being & banner 
with the name of the group and the portrait of the person 
after whom it is named. The kindergarten group will 
wear white badges, their banner containing the name and 
portrait of Frederick Froebel; the second group will 
wear blue badges and their banner hav on it the name 
and portrait of Susan H. Wixon, and so on. 


.The calisthenic and military drills, conducted with 


vim, are especially attractiv to the children, but we aim 
to make everything so simple and so interesting that the 
children will tease to come to our Secular Sunday-school., 


Each Sunday-school will hav its own library and mu- 


seum, and many of the lessons are written about the 
minerals, insects, and flowers which the museum contains. 


It is true that our schools involve labor, thought, and 


some expense, but it is the planting of seeds and twigs— 
less labor, less thought, and less expense than transplant- 
ing matured trees, and there is more certainty of perma- 
nent success. 


Every child stopped on the road to superstition, and 
It will 


There is not much labor, however, for those who con- 


duct the schools, as all the paraphernalia is furnished by 
the Oregon State Secular Union, just as the Christian 


Sunday-schools are supplied from headquarters. 

The real labor is in the preparation of the lessons, 
which, so far as this state is concerned, has been done by 
myself and Mr. Smith, for, after & thorough investigation, 
the executiv committee of the Oregon State Secular 
Union was unable to find any lessons published that were 
suitably arranged, or that contained the subject matter 
which it was desired to.introduce into our schools. 

We are confident that the organization of Secular 
Sunday-schools on these or similar lines is the simplest, 
surest, and quickest way to réach the young, and cut off 
the supply which supports Christian superstitions. 

Is this work not worth our united effort? Shall we not 
devote more time to children, instead of nll our time to 
grown people? Shall we not be more and more construc- 
tiv in our work? Is it not best everytime we pull up a 
weed of superstition, to then and there plant in its place 
a seed of truth? Will we remember that just as true as 
superstition is born in man, so it must be bred and edu- 
cated out of him? 

The Secularists of Oregon answer in the affirmativ, and 
invite the coöperation of Secularists everywhere in this 
necessary, aggressiv, and fruitful work. 

Katwe Kea SMITE, 
Sec. Oregon State Secular Union. 


The committee on resolutions, of which E. M. 
Macdonald, Franklin Steiner, Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
John Mahara, and W. Bogard were members, re- 
ported the following, which were adopted: 

CHUROH TAXATION. 


Resolved, That the exemption from taxation of over 
two thousand million dollars’ worth of church property 
in the United States, which property is constantly 
increasing in value while à large portion of it is used 
for business and not religious purposes, from which 
the churches derive a vast revenue, is a most dan- 
gerous and unjust form of class legislation, contrary to the 
Constitution of the United States, which declares tho 
equal rights of all and special privileges to none. The 
churches are protected by the government in their rights 
of property, the religious freedom of every citizen is 
guaranteed, and for these benefits, if for no other reason, 
churches should contribute their just share to the bur- 
dens of taxation. To exempt churches on any ground 
whatsoever is a Violation of the rights of all, compels the 
non-Ohristian to support s religion in which he does not 
believe, and therefore makes the churches s standing 
monument of injustice, fraud, and tyranny. Against 
this gigantio wrong the 'Freethinkers of America protest. 

SABBATH LEGISLATION. 

Resolved, That the attempt to enforce the observance 
of the Christian Sabbath by legislativ enactments, or by 
the revival of ancient laws which are practically a dead 
letter on the statute books, is a most unwarranted attack 
upon the liberties of the American citizen. The Christian 
Sabbath is an ecclesiastical institution, and is solely for 
the benefit of the churches, and not the people. The 
maintenance of the Sabbath by the power of government 
is a fruitful source of oppression and persecution. Good 
citizens, for no other reason than that they believe in and 
obey the Bible, are torn from their homes, are dragged 


‘to the prison house, are sent into exile, are stripped of 


their property by these iniquitous Sabbath laws. We de- 
mand the repeal of all these laws, which are a relic of 
superstition, unfounded even upon the Christian religion 
itself, and the only effect of which is to increase the des- 
potio authority of the clergy. : 

We demand that every citizen shall decide for himself 
which day he shall keep holy, or on which day he shail 
rest from his labors. The interference of the govern- 
ment in a matter which alone concerns the individual is 
contrary to every democratic principle, and subversiv of 
personal liberty, and all Sabbath laws of any kind what- 
soever should be persistently and unflinchingly opposed 
by every true American. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

Resolved, That the common school system of the 

American republic ig the bulwark of free institutions; 
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Christianity. They are bound to damn in this life 
all who obey not their will, as they believe God will 
in the next those who are disobedient to him. 

A belief ina God, a ruler of the universe; who 
rewards obedience and punishes disobedience is, in 
my judgment, the foundation of all religious super- 
stition, hence the first and most important: work 
in the line of liberalizing the minds of the people 
is to eradicate the god idea—root and. branch. 
This is a difficult and thankless task, and ean be 
accomplished only by patient work, sound logic, 
familiarizing the mind with-the facts and theories © 
of evolution, the correlation of forces, the natüral 
combinations of matter in accord with inherent 
qualities; in faet, the naturalness of the world and 
its inhabitants, with no dependence upon any ex- 
ternal ruler, or governor, or first cause, or oversoul, 
or any other modification of the God idea. All 
these fetishes we worship come alone from: the 
child-condition of the human brain, that has not 
yet. outgrown the demand for a Santa Olaus, or 
what is equally a myth—a God. 

. The plane of authority is a natural one. «The 
child in its development must take its parents’ and 
teachers’ word as authoritative. As manhood is 
reached that condition is outgrown, and the de- 
mands of reason must be met, facts must be proven 
by demonstration. © > 

The last faculties of the human brain to reach 
maturity—a ripe development—are the reasoning 
faculties. What is true of the individual is true of 
races. When the manhood plane is reached in the 
evolution of humanity, all beliefs that cannot admit 
of demonstration will be relegated to the chambers 
of rejected superstitions. E 

If, as I claim, the God idea is the basis of all:su- 
perstition, once remove that and the superstruc- 
ture builded thereon will surely fall to the ground. 
Holy days, prayers, religious feasts and fastings, 
will be replaced by scientific edueation and demon- 
strated facts. - HE 

To bring this happy state to mankind will require 
heroie endeavor. 'The church is bent on subjugat- 
ing the people to her power. She has marshaled 
the women of the nation (a power Liberals too 
little appreciate) under her banner, and “the Wo- 
men’s Christian Temperance Union,” says its presi- 
dent, Miss Frances E Willard, “local, state, national, 
world-wide, has one vital organic thought, one ab- 
sorbing purpose, one undying enthusiasm ; it is that 
Christ shall be this world's king, king of its courts, 
its camps, and its commerce, king of its colleges, 
and its cloisters; king of its customs and its con- 
stitutions. - - - Concerning the platform of our 
next national Prohibition convention, I am content 
to leave it substantially as it is, save that it should 
declare Christ and his law to be the basis of govern- 
ment and the supreme authority in national as in 
individual life.” 

Thus organized as professed temperance agitators 
they are by every means in their power fastening 
the shackles upon the limbs of cringing slaves more 
and more securely. 

The Anti-Vice Society, guilty itself of not only 
vice but grossest crimes, has caused the world the 
loss, 80 far as physical presence is concerned, of 
some of our most valiant workers. D. M. Bennett 
and E. H. Heywood, as well as others, were victims 
of its cruel persecutions, as no doubt their deaths 
were caused by the effects of prison life. To-day 
Moses Harman is at large on.a writ of habeas cor- 
pus, and may be incarcerated again at any time. 
Lois Waisbrooker, a woman worn and battle-scarred 
by her life-long fight for liberty, is now awaiting 
trial under that odious Comstock law, enacted alone 
for the infamous purpose of persecuting and ridding 
the world, so far as possible, of religious and social 
heretics. And there are professed Liberals who 
justify the law and would help enforce it. They 
must, it seems to me, be very stupid or exceedingly 
vicious.  . 

The right to the safe, unmolested transit of the 
mails is one like free speech and a free press, that 
should be kept inviolate. In fact, we cannot hav 
the latter without the former. 

To right these wrongs, to re-establish the religious 
libeity constitutionally ours, will require long-con- 
tinued self-sacrificing labor, and few there be with 
love enough for humanity to take their lives in 
their hands and, facing oblequy and scorn, the 
misunderstanding of friends, do this work, in season 
and out of season, for the enlightenment and liber- 
ation of the world. A man or woman who engages 
in this grand educational work should feel the 
sacredness of the mission. The eyes of the people 
are upon him. Does he fail in honesty and integ- 
rity, it is attributed to his irreligion. Does his 
life not square with the highest code of morals in 
the line of sobriety, chastity, and other virtues, it is 
because he is not a believer in religion, and his use- 
fulness is largely destroyed. — 


Wishing the Federation and Union the great success they de- 
serve, I am, Yours fraternally, G. G. Beck. 


Ernest Mendum wrote: 


that the prosperity and greatness of our country and 
the virtue and progress of its citizens sre based upon 
universal intelligence. The ballot should be the expres- 
sion of knowledge and not of ignorance; it should be the 
enlightened judgment of a great people. This cannot be 
except by the establishment of common schools in every 
community. These schools must be purely secular. No 
sectarian or religious teaching or exercises of any kind 
whatsoever should be allowed in these state schools. 
There should be no Bible reading, no prayers, and no 
religious hymn. Not theology, but science, patriotism, 
and human rights should be taught. The cross is for 
the church, but the American flag is for the school-house. 

All are taxed for the support of the public schools; all 
hay a common ownership and interest in them, and 
therefore to mingle religious training with seoülar edu- 
cation is a perpetual outrage upon the rights of the citi- 
zen, who is taxed for the support of them ; and we regard as 
disloyal citizens those who are trying to pervert and de- 
stroy them. In the words of the immortal Grant con- 
cerning the education of children under the authority of 
the government, Freethought affirms, ‘‘ Keep church and 
state forever separate.” 


BosroN, Oct. 24, 1894. 
To the Friends and Delegates to the Annual Congress of Free- 
thinkers, Greeting: . 

The Boston Investigator is pledged to the work you hav in hand. 
Forover sixty years it has waged uninterrupted warfare against 
ecclesiastical tyranny and all forms of superstition. On the uni 
versal acceptance of the Nine Demands of Liberalism reste the 
welfare of this nation If this republic is to endure the church 
must take its hands off our throats and out of our pockets. Re- 
ligion must be divorced from the government, and people must 
learn that true salva‘ion comes more from the forbidden fruit of 
the tree of knowledge than through “ the biood of the lamb ” 

Your work has the inspiration of justice, liberty, and truth. 
May harmony and wisdom characterize your deliberations, and 
may the result of your convention bean impetus toradicai thought 
that shall stir this country to better things f om center to circum- 
ference ERNEST MaNDUM. 


Other letters were read making suggestions on 
organization and publications, but the Congress, 
while regarding all of these as good, seemed to 
consider their adoption impracticable at present, 
and took no action thereon. j 

The concluding portion of the Congress was a 
succession of speeches. Saturday evening Mes- 
dames Ames and Roberts interested the audience, 
the former endeavoring to answer the question, “Is 
the Spirit of the Age a New One?” the latter with 
some “Thoughts on Hell" The Rev. Mr. Chunn, 
who was scheduled to appear at this session, wrote 
that he could not keep his appointment. | 

Sunday morning Franklin Steiner discoursed on 
“The Struggle for Religious Liberty,” making a 
good speech, which will be utilized by the two or- 
ganizations in their political work this year. He 
was followed by Dr. Juliet Severance on “Our 
Work: How Shall We Best Oarry It Forward?” 
She said in part: 


MAILS, 
Resolved, That the prosecution by the United States 
government of citizens for sending portions of the Bible 
through the mails is an example of the grossest tyranny; 
and is a direct blow against free speech and a free press. 
- Tf, for the eake of wreaking their vengeance on an honest 
Freethinker, the churches, through the pliant power of 
a corrupt and cowardly judiciary, are willing to declare 
their own sacred book so obscene that it is nnfit to be 
sent through the mails,.we will not join in this unjust 
crusade, Jet the shame and the disgrace fall upon the 
Christian churches themselvs. We defend the right of 
every man to utter his honest thought, to speak it, to 
write it, and to send it through the mails; and any law 
which prevents this is solely for the purpose of religious 
persecution and not for the advancement of morality. 
‘We demand that all such laws be at once repealed. They 
are for the despotism of religion, and not for the purity 
of the people. 


WOMAN'S RIGHTS. 


Resolved, That the principle of equal rights and 
impartial liberty affirms that woman is in every respect 
the equal of man, that she has the same right to “‘life, 


liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” the same right to 5 CET. . . 
develop her own being to the utmost of her power, and Jhe distinctiv work of the Secular Union is to 


to be untrammeled in every department of human activity. | educate the public mind in those principles of lib- 

A government whose inet powers are derived from the | erty and equality clearly set forth by the Declara- 

consent of the governed must be representativ of woman | tion of Independence and the Constitution of the 

as well as of man. A government of the people, by the | United States 

people, and for the people does not exclude from its Little b littl z x 

citizenship one-half of the people. The Declaration of Little by little, in various Ways, through state 

Independence is for woman as well as for man; is for her | legislation, has religious liberty been invaded. At 

liberty, her honor, her advancement, and her moral, | the present time, in seven states the testimony of an 

social, legal, and politioal elevation. The Freethinkersof | Trfidel will not be taken in a court of justice. For 
example, I may see my son murdered, my daughter 


America sre committed to the emancipation of woman 

from the bondage, degradation, and infamy imposed upon à iy 8 
ravished, my home laid in ashes, yet because I can- 
not believe in a God my testimony is refu: ed, while 


her by the barbarous theologies of a past age, and would 
that of any criminal, even & murderer, will be re- 


endow her with every right possessed by any human 
being. 
ceived if he first swears he believes in a God—and 
most ériminals do so believe. 

We are all taxed for the support of religion 
against the express spirit and letter of the Consti- 
tution, for the hundreds of millions of church prop- 
erty that pays no revenue to the government causes 
an increase in the amount every tax payer is 
assessed, thus in reality compelling. every one to 
pay tribute to the church; as also in the-case of all 
chaplaincies, appropriations to sectarian schools, 
ete. The injustice of exempting all church property 
from taxation was protested against by President 
Grant in his last message to Congress. He recom- 
mended taxing churches that claim the protection 
of government the same as any other property and 
prophesied that ifit were not done bloodshed would 
be the final result. Garfield also, in a speech in 
Congress, made a strong argument against the ex- 
emption of church property from taxation, declaring 
that the divorce between church and state should 
be absolute. 

Teaching religious dogmas in our schools sup- 
ported at public expense is also an outrage upon 
individual rights, as there are many who disbelieve 
in the doctrins thus instilled into the minds of their 
children, claiming the right to direct their religious 
training as they may elect. 

The laws compelling every citizen to observe cer- 
tain days as holy, under the pains and penalties of 
fines and imprisonment, is an outrage upon the 
principles of religious liberty that our forefathers 
fought and died to establish. _ 

Requiring the judicial oath from those who dis- 
believe in theologic dogmas is unjust and an in- 
fringement of personal rights. 

We hav formulated and adopted what we deyom- 
inate the Nine Demands, and upon these principles 
we stand, and to secure these rights we hav banded 
together. This is our particular work as an organic 
body. How best to accomplish this is the burden 
of my thought this morning. 

The churches are strongly organized, hav plenty 
of money at their command, are popular and in 
their methods unscrupulous. They believe in a 
God who wreaks his vengeance upon all who disobey 
his decrees. They are very godlike in this respect, 
as is manifest by the bitter persecutions everywhere 
meted out to offenders as instanced ih the cases of 
the Seventh Day Adventists in Tennessee, who hav 
been persecuted with a malignancy worthy only of 


METHOD OF WORK. 

Resolved, That in our contest for the principles of 
Freethought we do not war upon persons; we do not war 
with any man or woman on account of any religious be- 
lief; we war with systems, with institutions which are 
committed to the enslavement of the human race. We 
affirm the largest intellectual charity, and we do not 
hold the individual to blame for what is the result of long 
continued and widely spread conditions of human so- 
ciety. Our battle field is in the domain of thought. It 
is against superstition, fear, ignorance, tyranny, crime, 
and falsehood that we lift our banner. e defend the 
rights of the Christian as unflinchingly as we defend our 
own rights. Weclaim no right or privilege for the Free- 
thinker that we do not grant to every other human being. 
We contend for universal principles whose triumph will 
be for the benefit of all. 

REFORM. f 

Resolved, That the true method of reform in this age 
and land of freedom and enlightenment is by evolution 
and not by revolution; that the time has arrived when 
peace and not war will be the pathway of liberty. 8o 
long as every American citizen holds in his hand the 
ballot there is no need of a resort to violence or blood- 
shed. In the great struggle of the future for justice and 
humanity it is agitation, education, and arbitration that 
will bring forth the noblest fruits of human endeavor for 
the amelioration of wrong. Organized Freethought is 
in sympathy with every effort for human welfare. It 
affirms the dignity and the rights of labor and that pov- 
erty should be removed as an unnecessary evil; but it 
affirms that science, mental emancipation, and political 
justice are the necessary means to social and industrial 
progress. It therefore declares the supremacy of its 
work and that the secularization of all human govern- 
ments is the greatest step toward the perfection and hap- 
piness of mankind. 


The resolutions, on motion of John Mahara, were 
adopted unanimously. 

Mrs. Freeman read some more letters from ab- 
sent friends, among them one from Mr. Beck, re- 
garding the founding of a college, as follows: 


Sr. JOSEPH, Mo., Oot, 28, E.M. 294. 

R. P. PUTNAM, ESQ., CHICAGO, ILL., Dear Friend and Brother: As 
you will soon be having the Freethought Congress iu Chicago, I 
write you to say that I regret that I cannot be there in person; 
but I send you and the Congress my greeting and best wishes that 
you will hav a successful meeting, that the cause of Human Lib- 
erty will be advanced and strengthened, and that finally Free- 
thought will prevailin the United States. I wish to say that I hav 
Ingersoll Springs yet. I also hav another quarter section adjoin- 
ing, and will renew the offer that I made in Tug TRUTH SEEKER of 
September, 1893. to giv ten acres of land for the Ingersoll College 
and home for aged Freethinkers; and as I hav more land now I 
will double the offer and giv twenty acres for the same purpose. 
The springs are fine and sufficient to water a large town and irri- 
gate a good tract of land besides with proper water works, and 
it would make a paradise on earthif improved. I would like to 
get the matter started as soon as I can, because I am sixty-three 
years of age, and I want to make it go while I am living. With the 
proper appliances every person living there could hav good spring 
water in houses and on the lawns. 
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A worker for the higher civilization should feel a | martial music, and surged in the fury of battle. | liberty, the flag of man’s onward march, that flag 
mighty responsibility resting upon him—should, | But in the evolution of man flags begin to repre- | whose first fays flashed from the genius of a Paine, 
for the sake of his work, for the sake of other|sent the victories of peace, the intermingling of | which was defended by the sword of a Washington, 
workers, for the sake of those he would redeem | nations, the federation of the world. The old sav- | which challenged and overturned kings with the 
from the thraldom of superstition, set an example | age war spirit ceases. The soldier becomes a| pen of a Jefferson and the lightnings of a Franklin, 
of the highest living in every possible aspect. comrade. The stars upon our flag multiply not by | which unloosed & million chains in the freighted 

The world is moving forward, faiths are broad- | conquest, but by the cultivation of the earth. The | words of Lincoln? That flag, in spite of falsehood 
ening, disbelief in creeds is on the increase. Then, | national spirit becomes international, and the flags | and tyranny, of ignorance and superstition, shall yet 
why a id i a grater pones in the dele v of Re land blend in one blaze of glory. We | float in stainless splendor 

ring about the repeal of those laws so unjust and | believe in the universal republic, in the common- , 
cruel, by which theologic impudence and tupidity wealth of all mankind. This is the ideal of the fu- O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave, 
persecute and imprison the. people most honest | ture. Our government shall broaden and brighten 
and intelligent ? until it embraces the millions of the earth. In the 

It is because we hav not yet outgrown credal | folds of our banner shall shine the happiness and 
sectarian jealousies and petty bigotry, because of | progress of all. But unity must not destroy lib- 
our stupid intolerance and lack of unity of feeling, | erty, and our flag stands for liberty—for the indi- 
that church malevolence dares arrest, fine, imprison, | vidual freedom, for local government, and not a 
yea, persecute to the death, those among us who are | centralized government. 
brave enough to dare be true. We do not want a consolidated empire. We must 

We have in these United States millions of Spir- | keep the powers of government distributed among 
itualists, all of them believers in a Secular govern- | the people, and close to the people. The citizen 
ment. Why are they not working with the Secular | must not be subordinate to the state. The state is 
Union for just legislation against church domina- | for the citizen. It is for the defense of his rights; 
tion? . Listen. There is only one reason—ZJntoler- | not to take them away. The state is not to bea 
ance. Intolerance of Materialists manifest toward | * divine power” above and beyond the people, but it 
Spirituglists and vice versa. Here is common cause | is to be the continuous expression of the people's will. 
with common ground for united work, whereby | The authority of the government is the consent of 
_ this world can be bettered here and now. Every in- | the governed, and this consent is to be perpetually 

telligent man and woman knows that ecclesiasti- | given. Not the general government, but the town 

cism is determined to subjugate to its will the peo- | government, is the foundation of the American re- 
ple of this nation. . ore _ | public. The town government must be preserved, 

Catholicism is on the increase, its adherents even | forit is that which is most closely in connection 
now outnumbering those of Protestantism in New | with the life of the people. To destroy the town 

England. Protestantism is growing fat on its suc- | government and substitute general government 

cess in enforcing Sunday laws in many states, per. | would abolish the real glory of the republic. Its 

secuting with godly zeal even those who for con- | vitality would cease. Its union then would bea 
science’ sake dare disobey its edicts. Our workers | despotism. It is liberty and union that constitute 
for free thought and free lives are being hounded | the true glory of a state. The state exists for the 
to the death, both Spiritualists and Materialists, by | individual, not the individual for the state. The 
the accursed Comstock gang, while some of the | despotism of a democracy is no whit better than 
professed Liberals uphold the nefarious work. the despotism of a czar. Let there be liberty in 
It is time a halt was called. Itis full time that all | unity and unityin liberty. Our flag also stands for 
. Liberals, whether they hav belief.or knowledge of a | labor, its worth, its dignity, its rights, its advance- 
future life or think death is an endless sleep, should | ment. Labor was once the mark of degradation ; it 
join hands and stop making faces at one another | was the vocation of a slave. He who labored was 
and calling names. They should stand shoulder to} trampled under foot. He sweat for others. He 
shoulder, united in the noble purpose of resisting | was a beast of burden. 
the ecclesiastical monster that threatens the life of |. Labor is now sovereign. The republic of to-day 
the republic. .Life is as important here and now | and of the future is the republic of working people. 
as it can ever be in any future state of existence, | Not to work will be dishonorable hereafter. Labor 
and whether civilization. goes on with ever-increas- | shall have its just reward ; its share of earth’s golden 
ing excellence and beauty depends upon the ques- | harvests. There shall be homes for all. Poverty 
tion of that freedom necessary for the growth and | shall be abolished. Does not our flag mean this! 
unfoldment of the blossoms and fruits of progress. | Was it not born of the people? And are not the 
I seem to see, with the poet Massey, “’Tis coming.” | people the workers of this planet? Is not work 
: the glory of humanity? Is not this the true 
grandeur of nations? The farm and shop must 
take the place of camp and palace; and the hand of 
toil must wield instead of the scepter. - 

Again, the flag of the republic means the educa- 

tion of the people. The school-house is greater 


^ Considering various disadvantages under which 
the two organizations labored the meeting was a 
good one. Not so many from out of town were 
present as at the last Congress, but Saturday and 
Sunday brought the number fairly well up, and the 
local attendance on Sunday was large. The officers, 
all of them, deserve great credit for their efforts, 
though to Mr. Putnam, as usual, fell most of the 
work, and he is entitled to special credit. The 
Federation and Union now hav the same president 
and secretary, and their work will of course be 
identical. The vice-presidents, however, and di- 
rectors are not the same, nor the treasurers, Messrs. 
Wettstein and Reichwald retaining their po^itions 
as of old. Mr. Wettstein is at present in Europe, 
and his son attends tothe matter for him. Otto 
Wettstein, jr., is a capable young man, pleasant to 
meet and good to know. He is with his father in 
the jewelry business at Rochelle, Ill. Mr. Reich- 
wald is head of the firm of Reichwald Bros., fruit 
and vegetable commission merchants, at 234 South 
Water street, Chicago, Il. He is a good man for 
our farmer friends to write to when they hav pro- 
duce of any kind to sell. He has achieved success 
in business through close attention and integrity 
in handling the commissions intrusted to him. 
The other officers hav been before the Liberal 
public for years, and are so favorably regarded be- 
cause of their-devotion to Liberalism. There ought 
to be some good work accomplished this year. 


Treasurer’s Report. 


The most successful Congress in the history of 
Freethought has come and gone. Many friends we 
hav met, and new ones added to our acquaintance. 
This was truly a business Congress from the begin- 
ning to the end. More good has been accomplished 
than at the World’s Fair Congress, and I hope the 
next will eclipse this. We hav received splendid 
notices from our daily papers as well as the press 
outside, which we never had before. The Federa- 
tion is in good financial standing; it has borre 
nearly all the expenses of the Congress, and still has 
S a balance of $142.51 in the treasury to oppose Sun- 
Sunday afternoon Rev. A. T. Jones occupied the day, Biblein the-sehocls,. and: God-in-the- Constit- 
entire session with an address on the “ Judicial Ba- ton legilition. 
sis of a Religious Despotism in the United States.” 
Mr. Jones’s address isin pamphlet formand can be 
had for ten cents. In the evening Mr. Peacock, of 


Nils. Strandberg......8 1 10 
Remy Calias,.......... 1 00 
Louis Calias. ............ 1 00 
Herman Tiedjens..... 1 00 


J. Henry Schroeder. 1 00 


Chicago, the Zither Olub of the same place, D. T. | than the throne of any king. Where there isa > 

Ames, of New York, and others occupied. the plat- | school-house there is the guardian of liberty and D eH e EE 1 00 
form a few minutes each. They were followed by | justice. Knowledge is power, knowledge is virtue, | Jerry O. Brown......... 5 00 Congress........ £ 

Mr. Remsburg on “The Sabbath Question in Secu- | knowledge is happiness: Ignorance is the mother | Mrs. A. C. McDonald. 1 00 J. W. Barciber 


lar Government." Most of his lecture is already | of vice and crime, as well as of devotion and | E. Smith................... 100 W. H. Melrose 


familiar to many of our readers, as is Mrs. Free- | tyranny. Teach-children the truth; teach them o isk 300 E eh. 

man’s “Ideal of '76," which she delivered in her | nature; teach them humanity; teach them human | Phillip Bruch.......... 100 C.H One nnn 

usual acceptable, eloquent, and poetic way. Judge | rights; teach them to honor themselvs and others; | Thos. Castle............... 25 E. R. Brown........... 
teach them industry, health, good citizenship. | Geo. Guthrie............. 25 Geo. Waugh...........-. 


Waite being absent, the closing address was by Mr. 
Putnam alone, who said: i 
THE AMERIOAN FLAG. 

The flag of our country is not something that 
has been manufactured; it is not an artificial crea- 
tion, like. the forms and colors of a fashion-plate. 
It is a growth like the flags of the great nations of 
the world. It was born of a people's fervid life. 
It has a history and a meanirig deep and wonderful 
as the sublime aspects of nature herself. It is the 
child of the past; it is the prophet of the future. 
It is-not a thing; it is a symbol. Like the stars of 
heaven it is freighted with the light of ages. It 
beams with the struggles of centuries; with the 
victories. of many a hard fought field. Years of 
darkness and years of glory have poured their 
greatness into its shining folds. It is the jewel 
of man’s richest blood. It is the blossom upon the 
azure fields of earth’s noblest harvests. 

We honor our flag. We welcome it with throb- 
bing hearts. We believe in its gracious promise. 
We would give our best efforts to make more illus- 
trious its sweeping splendors. 

What does our flag mean, not simply as it floats 
at the head of armies, but as it streams from a 
thousand hights, from the domed capitol and the 
roof of school and home? 

First of all, it represents the unity of man. It is 
the emblem of world-wide fraternity. Formerly 


W. D. Baloh...........-- 50 J. J. Olark...........---- 


Then shall the republic be great and beautiful. 
Then shall art and science flourish. Then shall su- 
perstition cease, and tyranny and fear. Then shall 
the mind be free as well as the body, and win its 
noblest triumphs. 

And so, finally, our flag, representing unity and 
liberty, labor and education, shall be the banner of 
man’s radiant progress. Ours is the flag of the 
future; the flag of hope and promise. Our flag is 
the prophecy of golden to-morrows. Let us have 
faith in its glorious beauty. Let us believe that 
the world is growing better and wiser from day to 
day; that liberty and justice shall be bright real- 
ities; that knowledge shall make virtue, and virtue 
happiness; that wrong shall be defeated and right 
triumphant. Our flag has been through many a 
stormy scene. Torn, but flying, it has still swept 
to victory. 

From year to year while the vast republic extends 
from sea to sea, has it not gathered increasing 
promise in its starry folds? Does it not grow more 
dear and precious as more and more it represents 
peace and justice to uncounted millions? Great 
struggles are before us; great contests for the 
right. Liberty is not yet achieved. Truth is not 
yet on the throne. The press and platform must 
take the place of sword and cannon in still mightier 
combats in the arena of the world. But shall we 
flags represented -strifes and division. They | not hope that our flag, the flag of the American re- 
marked the boundaries of nations. They kindled | public, the flag of wondrous and inspiring history, 
the passion of war. They floated to strains of the flag of a new world, shall ever be the flag of 
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Tum Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 82 Monroe avenue, 


Tae Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and nde Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins, 


Tae Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:80 and 7:30, every Sonny n War- 
ner's Hall Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


'Tug Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 9 o'elock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues, Program for November, 1894: 

November 11th—‘‘Spiritualism, Theosophy and Free- 
thought." Samuel P. Putnam. 


Tax Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Knabe Hall, 26 W. Fourth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for November: ; 

November 11th—‘*The Visions of the Apocalypse, or 
Book of Revelations." Judge E. Thompson. 


Lectures commence at 7:45 r.m., sharp. All lectures 
are followed by free criticism and discussion, All are 
invited to attend. 
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Letters of Friends. 


Right Living in the Age of Reason. 
Goy’s Srong, Tex., Oct. 24, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2. Please 
mail to me ‘‘ Right Living," and ‘‘Age of 
Reason" to names given. R. C. Lacy. 


Freethought and Scientific Works. 
SHEPARD, O., Oct. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed please find $1.50, 
for which please send me ‘‘Is Suicide a 
Sin?" ** The Holy Bible,” *' Shakspere,” 
and the other books named. 
F. S. MONTGOMERY. 


Missionary Work in Texas. 
Fort Worta, Tex., Oct. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed I hand you $3 
for Tae T&vru SEEKER eight months snd 
eight copies of the ‘‘ Age of Reason" to 
the gentlemen whose names I inclose. 
J. M. Brown. 


66 Putnam's Glorious Work.” 
CHESTER, NBB., Oct. 21, 1894. 
Mr. Enprron: Please find inclosed $5, 
for which send me Putnam’s glorious 
work, ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” Yours for progress, 
E. H. Benson. 


*  Church-Ridden? Community. 

Merman, Miss., Oct. 25, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $6.50 
for another year’s subscription and **Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” I would 
like to do more for Freethought, but I am 
not able to on account of poor business 
and being in a church-ridden community. 

M. M. Kuer. 


A Great and Excellent Work. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., Oct. 30, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $2 for 
subscription to Tam TRUTH SEEKER, and 
for ‘‘Auricular Confession.” Hav received 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
I am delighted with it, it is grand, it isa 
great and excellent work. 
OLIVER J. Poppry. 


Still the “Age 9) Moves. 


Gorpon, NEB., Oot. 22, 1894. 
Mr. .Eprror: I hav secured one new 
subscriber, and I want my subsciption ex- 
tended one year from the time it expires, 
and send me eight copies of Paine’s ** Age 
of Reason,” and I will see that they are 
read. Also, ‘‘Self-Contradictions of the 
Bible." Inclosed find $6.15 to pay for the 

same, and oblige O. W. Sarr. 


Some Are Beginning to Think. 

DAGGETT, OAL., Oct. 14, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5, for 
which send me '* Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought." Please accept thanks for 
catalog; will hav more orders soon. I 
think people are beginning to think, and 
your house is doing a great deal to set them 
thinking, and I am helping a little with 
the books I hav and Tug TnaoruH SEEKER 

which I take. Harvey WoonEY, 


They Will Not Argue. 

Lovena, Tex., Oot. 24, 1894. 
Mr. Enprror: Inclosed find $10 for my 
subscription to Tum TRUTH SEEKER, and 
list of books inclosed, including ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought.” I am 
all alone in my belief here; all are stanch 
Christians. I can hardly get a chance to 
speak to any one; they all scorn to argue 
with an Infidel. With earnest wishes for 

the truth to prevail, I am, 
Yours truly, Wm. M. MarrHExWS. 


Out Into the Light at Last. 
Denavan, MINN., Oct. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $9, for 
which please send Mrs. T. G. Pond’s 
Truta SEEKER another year, ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” ** Holy 
Bible," ‘‘ Thumbscrew and Rack,” ‘* Ab- 
solution,” ‘‘ Auricular Confession,” ** Oan- 
dle From Under the Bushel," eight copies 
of ** Age of Reason." 

I was never & believer in the ‘‘ holy 
queer,” although my father was a deacon 
in the Presbyterian church, and when a 
youth I asked questions. I was given to 
understand that I was a very wicked boy, 
and still my questions would not be an- 
swered. X hav read the Bible a great deal, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 190, 1894. 
| 


at them and say, ‘‘ That is no argument at 
all, only a little freak of Christian nature,” 
Just God-like is all their wrath; it knows 
no bound. Í am then delighted. They 
are not apt to try to bring me to the fold 
of Christ, as they phrase it. They say that 
I ama hard ease to handle. ‘No use to 
bother with her. It is a pity a woman over 
half a century old should reject Jesus.” 
Yours for liberty, 
Mrs. E. N. FarnoHILD. 


Nature Is Beautiful, but Priests are Vile, 


San BERNARDINO, CAL., Oct. 25, 1894. 
. Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $6.50, 
for which send Tux TRUTH SEEKER and 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
I received a copy of this book a few days 
since, and am very much pleased with it 
from what I hav read, and want another 
copy to loan to those who will read it. 

'This beautiful valley of San Bernardino, 
where the sut shines on us three hundred 
days in the year, where nearly all kinds of 
fruits and vegetables are grown to perfec- 
tion, where the purest of water flows from 
hundreds of artesian wells and streams 
from the snow-capped mountains! On the 
north, east, and west is located the city of 
San Bernardino, where intolerance pre- 
vails and municipal laws are made to suit 
the priests. About one year ago our city 
fathers passed an ordinance for the closing 
of all business houses, excepting livery 
stables, undertakers’ establishments, and 
drug stores, the latter not being allowed 
to sell anything except medicins prescribed 
by physicians. This was rather hard on 
the young church people, as they could 
get no soda water, ice cream, or candy 
after church hours, so the city fathers were 
prevailed upon to modify the Sunday clos- 
ing ordinance, and allow the sale of the 
above mentioned commodities. But the 
man who wants a cigar, a little fruit, a 
drink of wine or beer for the ‘‘stomach’s 
sake," must wait until the holy Sabbath is 
past; orif the traveler wants & shave, or 
his boots blacked, he cannot get anything 
of the kind done here on the Lord's day. 
The result is that people go by rail sixty 
miles to Los Angeles, where they can get 
what they want every day in the year. 
Many hav left this place on account of the 
radical puritanical laws and priestly rule. 


Our Saturday papers are none of them 
void of interest, because they are kind of 
Sunday visitors, which are always enter- 
taining. 

I think that every Freethinker should 
assist THE TRUTH SEERER in some way. If 
we cannot get new’ subseribess, then we 
can subscribe for two years and profit our- 
selvs as well as the paper. 

This, the last day of September, is mild 
and clear for western skies. 

I will acknowledge receipt of ‘‘Four 
Hundred Years" by renewal of subscrip- 
tion. WALTER RUNNELS. 


Seed by the Wayside. 
Luespura, O., Oct. 1, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: Your postal of the 14th ult., 
stating that ‘‘ we shall be pleased to send 
the copies to the people you specify,” was 
received, but I was absent at the time of 
its arrival, hence delay in answering. I 
inclose you a list of sixty-six names with 
post-office addresses, made up of indiffer- 
ents, doubters, and Infidels. 

The list may seem quite large, coming, 
as most of it does, from one locality, but 
‘tthe woods are full of 'em " if looked up. 
If you could adopt some plan for obtain- 
ing lists of names from all the post-offices 
in the states, particularly the rural dis- 
tricts, it would largely increase the circu- 
lation of your paper. In fact, has not the 
time arrived to giv more attention to the 
every-day working people of the land? 

I will soon secure contributions for 
another lot of ‘‘Age of Reasons,” which 
will be promptly forwarded. And by the 
way, no better thing has ever been placed 
in the hands of the casual reader. 

JacoB HrinnlIARD. 


Will Theologians Read This? 
IrnacA, N. Y., Sept. 26, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav been financially em- 
barrassed so that I had to stop my paper, 
but I hav commenced again. I wish to 
ask a few questions through your valuable 
paper. I wish to hear the answers of all 
theologians, and if they will giv any satis- 
factory answers I will turn Christian. 1. 
Was there ever a time when there was no 
earth? 2. Was there a being, or beings, 
that did create the earth? 3. Did that be- 
ing, or those beings, foreknow what the 
earth and its inhabitants would do? 4. 


but the more I read the worse it became, 
and it took me fifty years to get rid of the 
superstition that I had inherited from 
seven generations My children are all 
Freethinkers and some of my grand chil- 
dren. T. G. Pour. 


Just What He Wanted. 

GALvESTON, Tex., Oct. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Epitor: Find inclosed $4.25, for 
which you will please credit one year's 
subscription to your paper, snd send 
“ Bible Stories,” eight copies ''Age of 
Resson,” and one copy of Colonel Inger- 
soll’s **Holy Bible." I received ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought," and 
found it just what I wanted, and in every 

way 88 represented. 
Respectfully, in 


the good cause, 
R. H. LARBABEE. 


Wants to Save Them from Hell. 


Betmont, TEX., Oct. 23, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: As I am a new convert and 
new subscriber, please send me ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” Bell’s 
**Hand-Book of Freethought,” ‘‘ The 
Holy Bible," ** The New God," and eight 
copies of Paine's ‘‘Age of.Reason." Iam 
surrounded by Christians of all kinds, and, 
if possible, would like to save them from 
that eternal hell-fire of brimstone. I am 
the only open Infidel here, but think many 
will come out soon. They all like to read 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER and the **Old Testa- 

ment Stories Illustrated.” J. O. SPEER. 

Puzzled the Lecturer. 

TURNER, IND., Sept. 30, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $2 to 
pay for Tue Trora Serxer, Please ex- 
cuse this time, as Iam getting old, seventy- 
eight, and my mind is somewhat impaired. 
However, I hav to answer and ask some 
questions just for the fun that we Infidels 
get out of it. There was a smart Aleck 
lecturing some coal miners (himself being 
a miner) on this mythical creation. There 
was 8 little lull in the conversation, and I 
said, ‘‘ By your leave I would like to ask & 
question or two.” ‘‘All right." ** What 
produced the light before there was any 
sun, moon, or stars, which were not made 
until the fourth day?” Noanswer. '*On 
the sixth day the gods created man, male 
and female, but forgot to make a farmer, 


Did that God, or those gods, know that 


and after & while they found they had for- 
got to make s milk-maid. Then they put 
them ins garden. Did God know or did 
he not know that they would partake of 
the fruit of that tree?” I asked him too 
many questions; the audience commenced 
laughing st him. Yours with regard, 
JESSE MAURER, 


Activ in Kansas. 
Benton, Kan., Oct. 26, 1894. 

Mr. EnprroR: The fall and winter cam- 
paign for Freethought was opened here 
on Sunday, the 21st inst., by two lectures 
in the afternoon and evening by Chas. C. 
Millard, of Wichita, 

The lecture in the afternoon, on *''Illu- 
sions; or, Other People’s Religion,” was 
historical in character, being 8 review of 
the morals of the Dyaks of Borneo, the 
ancient Greeks, the Mohammedans, and 
the Spiritualists; showing that all relig- 
ions are similar in character, and that the 
morals of a nation or people are in no way 
dependent upon their religion. It was 


delivered from manuscript, in a clear and 


impressiv manner, and showed much care 
and thought in its preparation. 

The evening lecture was on ‘‘ Equal 
Suffrage,” a subject soon to be decided 
by ballot in this state. It was a masterly 
production in favor of equal rights, and 
was listened to with interest and greeted 
with applause by a fair-sized audience of 
ladies and gentlemen. We expect to hav 
lectures here once a month, 


B. F. Horr. 


Read With Pleasure and Profit, 


Hawrnons, IA., Sept. 30, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I am expecting THE TRUTH 
SEEKER this afternoon and that also re- 
minds me that my subscription will soon 
expire. 

I subscribed for Mr. Bennett's ** World's 
Sages, Infidels, and Thinkers" before it 
was in press and I assure you that father 
and I hav not only read it with interest 
and pride, but showed it to our friends, 


he or they would hav to hav a devil to lead 
poor little Eve astray? 5. Is that devil, or 
are those devils, granted power to perse- 
cute the whole world? 6. When he, the 
Lord, placed those trees in the Garden of 
Eden did he know, or did he not know, 
that those poor innocents, tempted by the 
devil, would partake of the forbidden 
fruit? 7. Was it necessary to create a 
devil? 8. Is this God, or are those gods, 
good to the human family? 9. What did 
Job do that the Lord should set Satan at 
him? 10. Did Job hav the same wife and 
family and flocks that he had when the 
Lord told him to go and smite them? 11. 
Was it not a dirty trick on Joseph the hus- 
band of Mary? 12. If no person believed 
in devils how many would go to church? 


Well, if you print this, I shall hav occu- 


pied space enough. With my best regards, 


I am, the only genuin Infidel in Ithaca, 
Wau. L. Marsa. 


Laughs at Their Wrath. 
GARDEAU, Pa., Oct. 26, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $2.50 
to apply on the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, 
the best journal published. Hard times 
or not, I must hav it. Long may it liv to 
fight the battle against superstition and 
bigotry. It is tiresome (that isn’t all), it’s 
irritating, to liv where orthodoxy so 
abounds as in this place, where there is 
not a soul to speak to but Christians; 
where the people think there is no crime 
so great as unbelief in the so-called holy 
scriptures. Nonsense, what foolishness! 
It is too absurd, too ridiculous for a fool 
to tolerate, much less people who call 
themselvs civilized. They know not the 
first rudiments of civilization. ‘‘ Christian 
civilization” is debasing, though they 
claim for it elevation. If my financial 
means would permit, I should place in the 
hands of the principal sky-pilots and other 
bigots in general, works that would set 
them to thinking. I love to debate with 
them; they always get angry and use harsh 
words, also insulting language, and I laugh 


Respectfully yours, Ww. McDonatp. 


Interested in the Wise Persecution. 
Samora, ILL., Oct. 7, 294. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $3.50 


for Taz Trura Seeger and ‘‘ The Holy 
Bible” and ‘‘Is Suicide a Sin?" 


The supernaturalists, it appears, cannot 


for an instant entertain the self-evident 
fact that Christ the man-god curtailed his 
own career by self-slaughter—that their 
untenable system of religion is founded 


upon self-murder. Oh, no! that would 
be ** jumping from the frying-pan into the 
fire." 

Iam enlisting more than a passing in- 


terest in the prosecution and persecution 


of our crippled comrade and co-worker, J. 
B. Wise. Mr. Vennum, who ''loves his 
enemies,” calls on the godless govern- 
ment to vindicate himself and God from 
the irrefutable argument of the irreverent 
scoffer. 

If the Theists convict Mr. Wise, it will 
prove our point that the Bible should be 
excluded from the mails, if any book 
should; if he is acquitted, it will doubtless 
demonstrate that Comstock censorship 
has been defeated by their own keen scent 
for the **indecent." Yes, this case cuts the 
theologians like 8 ‘‘two-edged sword;" it 
places them in a precarious position. I 
am eager to see the outcome. 

It is to be hoped that Mr. Vennum and 
the other ‘‘small fry " of ** other worldli- 
ness" will exercise more discretion before 
they again endeavor to reénact the horrors 
of the Inquisition. Furthermore, it will 
show that the law which incarcerated D. 
M. Bennett, E. H. Heywood, and Moses 
Harman for similar acts is a farce. 

Freethinkers everywhere, take heart, 
hold on, we are surely ‘‘ gaining ground.” 
The citadel of ‘‘ faith without evidence" 
is perceptibly crumbling. 

The Chicago Zimes, in an article under 
the caption of ‘‘The Coming Church,” 
says: ‘‘It is rarely that the church can be 
brought to openly confront and honestly 
discuss from s practical standpoint the so- 
cial and particularly the industrial prob- 
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lems of the day. Occasionally, however, 
a preacher of courage, intellect, and wide 
human sympathy drops his professional 
platitudes and comforting generalities and 
tackles the rough, hard knots of condi- 
tions as they exist,” eto. 

Is this not tantamount to the tenets of 
Toe TRUTH SEEKER? 

Drinking a toast to your health and 
happiness, I am still a friend to freedom. 

Onas. D. MoBRIDE. 


A temporary victory has been secured 
by the ** Lord's Day Observance Society” 
at Leeds, who hav secured a verdict 
against the '* Sunday Lecture Society " 
for giving lectures on this most holy day. 
It was charged against the lecturers that 
they actually had the audacity to amuse as 


one has any right to be aught else but 
gloomy on this day, a greater crime could 
not be committed. The whole thing was 
80 ridiculous that the judge, who is nota 
particularly liberal or enlightened man, 
could not help saying that in his opinion 
the prosecution was ill-advised, and likely 
to do more harm than good; nevertheless, 
an intelligent jury convicted, though they 
expressed an opinion that the act of Par- 
liament should be repealed. The case 
stands over for argument on points of law. 
J. D. 


England's Reactionary Clergy. 
LoxpoN, Ena., Oct. 20, 1894. 
` Mr. Eprron: It is somewhat difficult to 
understand why the bishops of that branch 
of the civil service misnamed the Church 
of England should so strenuously oppose 
marriage with a deceased wife's sister, for 
no valid reason has been assigned by any 
of the clergy for their doing 80; the ab- 
surd argument founded on a disputed pas- 
sage in their fetish book is worse than 
childish. If marriages were forbidden to 
be celebrated before a clergyman, and 
recognized as in France solely as civil 
contracts, and legal only if performed be- 
fore registrar, their opposition would 
not be quite so strong, although it would 
still be exercised, simply because the 
clergy do not like to lose any hold they 
hav upon the superstitious laity, and they 
look upon such 8 concession as merely the 
insertion of the thin end of the wedge 
which would tend to lessen their author- 
. ity; at the same time, if they had nothing 
to do with the matter, and would thereby 
be unable to make any money in the shape 
of fees as they do at present, the question 
would not be considered so important to 
fight about. It is a disgrace to any peo- 
ple, more especially to those who are so 
frequently bragging of their freedom, and 
comparing themselvs so favorably with 
other nations, that they should still be 
slaves to the clerics, and allow them to ex- 
ercise any power of legislation, for it is 
certain that of all men these are least 
-capable of giving an opinion on any sub- 
jeot of interest or welfare of the people. 
In the towns the paralyzing influence is 
not so much felt and is comparativly in- 
nocuous, but in the villages or hamlets it 
is a tyrannical power, exercised without 
meroy, and in many places the peasant is 
nothing more than a serf of the church. 
Emboldened by their victory in this in- 
stance, they hav since tried their hand at 
a further attempt at tyranny, and through 
their mouthpiece, the bishop of London, 
introduced a bill into the House of Lords 
demanding complete control of the liquor 
trade. It must be admitted that this trade 
is & pernicious one, and, as it is at present 
conducted, one of the greatest curses of 
the country; but if controled by the 
clergy, it would be even worse than it is 
now; and so, fortunately, the bill was de- 
feated. It was base ingratitude on the 
part of the church, because hitherto beer 
and the Bible hav been closely allied, 
and the principals hav been sworn friends 
in demoralizing the masses. Itmay be that 
the bishops see that a public-house is such 
8 profitable business that, ever greedy of 
worldly wealth, they want to secure all 
the profits of this trade in addition to the 
millions of which they already rob the 
country; but the distiller sand brewer, al- 
though great admirers and supporters of 
the church as by law established, draw the 
line here, and do not intend to giv up 
everything, even to such good friends as 
the priests. If the bill had been for the 
purpose of putting an end to adulteration, 
and making it & penal offense to use any 
deleterious substitute for pure malt and 
hops, it would most probably hav met 
with general support; but this would re- 
duce profits, and no parson could ever en- 
tertain such a revolutionary idea as that. 
An ardent churchman told me that as the 
church is infallible in its ministers, they 
ought to be placed in a position that would 
empower them to govern all public affairs; 
and I understand this is not a solitary 
opinion, but firmly believed in by the 
majority of churchmen. The Protestant 
church would be quite as intolerant as its 
Romish mother, and the dissenting sects 
would be no better; altogether it is a 
deadly upas tree, this Christian religion, 
and there will be no millennium antil it 
is extirpated by the common-sense of fu- 
ture generations, 


“Time is Standard? but Not Uniformly 
Productiv. 


Denna, Mo., Sept. 80, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I wish to offer some re- 
marks upon J. K. P. Baker’s proposition 
to pension every laborer, to show that the 
pension system is unjust and wholly un- 


chance in the natural field, or opportunity 
to labor according to their desires and 
ability, or at least to maintain themselvs, 
provided they do not seek to obtain a sur- 
plus. The earth and atmosphere sur- 
rounding it naturally belong to them, or 
rather to all that can make use of it, both 
human and animal, and all hava right to 
that which they can enjoy, and you can- 
not enjoy morally more than you produce, 


plusover your own needs) and this surplus, 
which represents labor already performed 


exchange for the variety which you like, 


pose I ama planter or agriculturist and 


products they are sold; if no natural de- 


maintained by a tax upon the products in 


the store-house economically adminis- 
tered. Now then, if all laborers should 


managers of the store-house would also 
hav to labor iu the fields to produce in 


surplus and increased facilities will tend to 
keep up a surplus in spite of famin and in- 
crease in population, all laborers would 
hav a certain credit in the great store- 


on his surplus in the store-house and sub- 


as he wanted in the market. 
all laborers would produce their own pen- 
sion and receive such pension as they pro- 


this is the only equitable system of distri- 
bution and could not be termed a pension 
system. Now, if this is sound theory, then 
the only question at issue at present is our 
system of exchange, our money system. 
Certainly it is not possible under the 
present unjust and inadequate money 
system. By inadequate I do not mean in- 
sufficient money issue, but inadequate be- 
cause not distributiv or self-circulativ, 
and instead is accumulativ. 

From the standpoint that the only 
wealth producer is labor and industry 
(embracing all manner of labor) then to 
hav an equitable system of exchange we 
must hav s labor basis of money issue, a 
labor exchange, where each class of labor 
would naturally adjust itself; or in other 
words a time money; that is to say, to re- 
duce it at once to a decimal system, sup- 
pose six minutes of time shall constitute a 


well as instruct their audiences, and as no. 


necessary in & free and natural state of 
Society in which all are given an equal 


but to hav a variety outside of your own 
field of production you would desire to 
produce a surplus (by this is meant sur- 


and not consumed, would enable you to 


or products of others; therefore on an 
equitable basis of exchange you would en- 
joy all you could, and would naturally hav 
all you could enjoy. To illustrate: Sup- 


produce a surplus, which goes on the 
natural market; if there is demand for my 


mand, placed to my credit, not in dollars 
and cents, for there was no demand and 
therefore could be no equitable basis of 
arriving at values, consequently they were 
entered as pounds or bushels of thus and 
80, and stored in a common store-house 


store, each creditor bearing his pro rata 
share of the expense of the mauagement of 


consume all they produce and a drouth 
or famin should exhaust the surplus, the 


order to liv, but as there is already a great 


house, and when they or any one desired 
to retire from actual labor he would draw 


sist off that or exchange it for such articles 
In this way 


duced surplus, less cost of storing, and 


labor unit, then one hour of labor would 
be ten units and ten hours, an ordinary 


day's labor, 100 units. Let this be the 
equivalent of & dollar as at present, but 
instead of reading, *'This certifies that 
there has been deposited in the treasury 
of the United States one gold or silver 
dollar," hav it certify that there hav been 
rendered one hundred units of labor.. 
Now Ido not wish to be misunderstood, 
and will repeat that if a laborer engages 
in growing corn, he does not go to the 
banker and register his day's work in the 
corn-field or any other field of labor for 
that matter, but his surplus corn goes on 
the market at market value if he receives 
eredits, or Letter, labor unit certificates. 


The editor brings his products on the same 


market and receives subscription in labor 
units; 80, too, the surgeon, the mechanic, 


-the poet and musician, and, in fact, every 


avenue of labor would naturally adjust it- 
Self, and industry receive its full reward. 
Thus it will be seen that there would 
be a8 much money issued as there was 
wealth or labor produced (real wealth), 
and it would not be accumulativ but self- 
circulating, requiring no act of govern- 
ment to make it circulate. Now, to go 
one step farther, on the Jeffersonian doc- 
trin of government (for defense of prop- 


erty and order), government would hav to |. 


be voluntary, supported in the same way 
as the store-houses, and such voluntary 
organizations of defense would hav to go 
on the same market. 

The above, I think, will fully meet the 
gentleman's views, and over-production 
would not, and does not, even now, under 
the present rotten money system, inflict 
more destitution than famin. But there is 
no labor exchange, and opportunities are 
monopolized by the few, and our good 
government by the people for the people 
and of the People fosters and supports 
monopoly. Gold and silver are no better 
commodities than others, and on a natural 
market of exchange would fluctuate ac- 
cording to supply and demand; thus 
neither of these metals, nor any other 
commodity, would furnish a standard for 
money-issue. Furthermore, if any special 
commodity is used, why not all commod- 
ities for basis of money issue? On the 
other hand, time is standard and labor 
the true means of producing wealth. 
This furnishes an equitable basis and is 
self-regulating. 

Trusting I hav not made my letter too 
long for publication, I am yours for truth, 

CHRISTIAN J. ZEITINGER. 


In the Far Northwest. 
Sr. PAUL, ALASKA, August 25, 1804. 

Mr. Eprror: I take the liberty of writ- 
ing 8 short article descriptiv of the country 
in hopes that it may prove interesting to 
some of the readers of your paper, pro- 
viding you deem it fit for publication. 

The United States steamship Alert, one 
of the Bering sea patrol fleet, detailed 
for the protection of thesealing industries, 
left Port Townsend, Washington, May 
17th last for the North, skirting the coast 
line and arriving st Unalaska on May 29th. 

After leaving Cape Flattery the coast 
line presents one continuous succession of 
desolate islands, bleak, rocky cliffs, snow- 
capped mountains, and extinct volcanoes. 
Mount St. Elias is generally supposed to 
be the highest peak in the United States, 
but surveys made this summer, and just 
completed by the United States govern- 
ment survey bost Patterson, hav estab- 
lished the fact that Mount Logan, the 
neighboring peak, is nearly one thousand 
feet higher, and towering considerably 
over nineteen thousand feet above the sea 
level, presents a grand and majestic 
sight, and it is also a pretty well established 
fact that Mount Wrangel is still higher, 
its actual hight being unknown. From 
Unalaska we went directly to the seal rook- 
eries at Pribylov Islands. About the 10th 
of July they begin to congregate for 
breeding purposes, and flock here by 
thousands. The Pribylov group is com- 
posed of the four islands of St. George, 
St. Paul, Otter, and Walrus, but St. Paul 
is the principal rookery, over ninety per 
cent of the seals congregating here. It is 
estimated that over five millions of them 
hav been seen here at one time. The 
Alaska Commercial Company and North 
American Commercial Company hav the 
monopoly of the sealing industry. They 


are limited by the government to taking 
fifteen thousand per year, and the whole 
number are taken in about six weeks’ time. 
Wherever s killing is made the nativs go 
in a body to the rookery, get between the 
seals and the water and drive them toward 
the place of slaughter, sometimes nine or 
ien miles distant. Seals cannot travel 
more than two or three miles per hour, 
and even then some of them become ex- 
hausted on the way and hav to be killed. 
Arriving at the place of slaughter they are 
detached from the main body of seals in 
groups of twenty or thirty at a time (a 
drove generally contains from five hun- 
dred to fifteen hundred seals or more), and 
run the gantlet between the nativs ranged 
on either side. One man stands with & 
long club, givs them a sharp, quick blow 
on the head, which is very tender, breaks 
their skull and kills them; others divest 
them of their hide, and the others cut the 
blubber and steaks off them, which they 
use a8 food. The object is to get all three- 
year-old skins if possible, as they are the 
most valuable. After a seal becomes six 
years old its skin becomes tough and is 
practically worthless from & marketable 
standpoint, therefore the old seals are 
never molested. The females are also ex- 
cluded from slaughter. The seals possess 
Mormon proclivities to a great extent, and 
one bull seal often has as many as sixty or 
seventy wives. They leave here about the 
middle of August, and it has never been 
ascertained where they go. They hav 
been followed as far as the lower coast of 
Oslifornia, where all trace of them has 
been lost. 

Last May a whaling vessel, the Ethan 
Allen, with a crew of thirty-nine men, was 
up here on a sunken reef about one hun- 
dred and forty miles from Unalaska. 
They utilized the small boats and took 
refuge on the small island of Aknum near; 
finally two of the men made their way to 
Unalaska and reported their comrades to 
be in a starving condition. "The United 
States revenue cutter, Bear, was sent to 
their rescue. They had experienced some 
very rough weather, the ship became un- 
manageable, was blown on the rocks; the 
crew had to leave the ship, take to the small 
boats, and make for Aknum island. Their 
provisions lasted only a short time. There 
were plenty of fish around the island, but 
they had no means of catching them. 
Seven of the party had died of cold, 
hunger, and exposure, and were buried 
there, but the unfortunates were finally re- 
duced to such a strait that they dug up 
one of the dead men and made a meal of 
him, and they dug up the second, cut him 
up and put in the kettle, and had him on 
the fire cooking when they were found and 
rescued by the Bear and taken to Unalaska, 
where they were transferred to the steamer 
Oresent City bound for San Francisco. 

The inhabitants are mostly Indians, 
Russians, and others who depend on the 
whale, seal, and fishing industries for their 
sustenance. There are a few Americans - 
who transact all the business, and a few 
Ontholie priests who do all the thieving 
and roguery, abuse the women and teach 
the nativs to do likewise. The Holy Ro- 
man Oatholic church is pretty well repre- 
sented up here, most of the islands being 
named after Bible saints. One rock here 
claims the title of Priest and holds the dis. 
tinction of being classified as a bishop, and 
I hav no doubt that if I were to pursue 
my investigations far enough I might dis- 
cover Jesus Christ himself hidden away 
on some of these islands frozen to death 
and buried under a mountain of snow. 
This is such & desolate country that it is 
open to navigation only four months in 
the year, and from September to June is 
completely isolated from the outside world. 
I call this God's country, and my reason 
for doing so is because it is like everything 
else in connection with and pertaining to 
God—no good. Nothing but the whale, 
seal, walrus, and reindeer will thrive here, 
and the simple nativ together with the 
pulpit-pounding, psalm-singing Catholic 
priest. 

Please respond at once and oblige an 
unregenerate, liberty-loving Infidel of the 
most pronounced type. F. J. A. 


POPES AMD THEIR DOINGS 


oo 
Viears of Christ and Vicegerents of God, 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 conta. 
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@hildren’s Borner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tione for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Kansas Sunflowers. 


The laughing sunflowers nod in every lane, 

And every nook of Kansas is aglow 

With luster that eclipses e’en the sun. 

They scorn at modesty and proudly gaze 

Athwart the hills into the purple dawn, 

Until their brilliant rival lifts his head; 

Then fix their gaze upon the ether path, . 

And drink its course until the zenith foils 

Their eager watch. Then pausing for a rest, 

They turn their faces to the occident, 

And watch their rival as he fain retreats 

Behind the hills. Then folding up their lids 

They slowly drop their beads. and fall asleep 

To dream of naught but triumph in their wake. 
, Gero. J. REMSBURG. 


A Kiss for the Baby. 


There is a dear little baby girl out in the 
town of McPherson, Kansas, just about & 
year old now. We never heard of her 
until a few days ago, when we received her 
photograph and the information that her 
name is Susan Wixon Kubin. Had she 
been born eight days before, she would 
hav made her advent into the world on the 
very day of the very month as her name- 
sake. 

Her picture represents the sweetest, 
dearest, healthiest little face and body 
imaginable. Her eyes indicate that she is 
a bright, intelligent little Liberal, and she 
snuggles down in the warmest place of the 
Children’s Corner, as if she knew that she 
belongs there. May she liv, grow, thrive, 
and be a constant joy and blessing wher- 
ever she may go. 

May health and strength and happiness 

Forevermore adorn her; 


And may her shadow ne’er be less— 
Our baby of the Corner. 
Ep. C. C. 


ne M 


Ray, aged six years, youngest child of 
Mr. and Mrs. D. MoReynolds, of Litch- 
field, Ill., died on the 8th of October of 
eroup, after an illness of about one week. 
Ray was the pet of the household, and & 
favorit wherever known.  Parting with 
Ray was 8 sad occasion for the parents, 
relativs, and friends. Mr. and Mrs. Mo- 
Reynolds are Freethinkers, usually called 
Infidels, Atheists, etc., and, as the ortho- 
dox would say, ** without faith and with- 
out hope.” But hav not these parents, 
relativs, and friends something better 
than the average Christian's ‘‘faith and 
hope" to comfort them in these hours of 
grief? Yes, they know that their loved 
one livs again, and will always liv in their 
hearts. They know the little world in 
which he moved and loved and was loved 
is better for his life, though brief. Is the 
Christian’s hope and faith any more de- 
sirable? Is not this knowledge more sat- 
isfactory than the orthodox dream—a faith 
that no one does, or can, know anything 
about? 


er — — — ———. 
Correspondence. 


New YozE, Oct. 28, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: My little sister, not 
a great while ago, wrote a little letter to 
the Children's Curner and that has in a 
way prompted my writing. 

At that time I was a disbeliever in Free- 
thought, although brought up in a family 
that were purely Freethinkers. I cannot 
say with truth that Iam a Freethinker 

et; there are still some things I cannot 
Believe. I really think that in the course 
of time, if a few things are made clear to 
me, I may yet be numbered with that 
honored class. 

There is one thing I should like to say 
here, and that is, that in all my association 
with Freethinkers, I hav discovered that 
they are all of the smartest men of the 
present Rus d 

I still go to Sunday-school, and for that 
reason I do not like to eay anything against 
them that might ever be repeated. I go, 
though, for porely social interests, and 
for the purpose of having good times. 

My grandfather is undoubtedly well 
known to you. Iam proud to giv you his 
name—Lewis G. Reed. 

There was & time when I used to be 
angry with him for telling me things that 
I now see are truths. 

There was a time when I could not bear 


the name of Freethinker; that, however, 
is now past. I hav probably made my 
first letter a little too long. Iam not ac- 
quainted with any restrictions, and there- 
fore ask pardon. I hav graduated from 
Grammar School No. 17 this June. I am 
now a music teacher. I would be pleased, 
and not at all ashamed, to see this printed in 
HE TRUTH SEEKER, and hope you will 
kindly do so, and believe me sincerely, 
One who is desirous to learn the truth, 
Lizui1an G. Borp, aged fifteen years. 
[We advise no one to accept Free- 
thought without investigation. Study its 
principles, compare them with other and 
opposit ideas. You will find Freethought 
a garden of beauty as well as a storehouse 
of useful knowledge and wisdom. Mr. 
Reed is oneof our most valued correspond- 
ents, and we shall be pleased to enroll 
Lillian among our friends of the Corner. 
We will be glad to hear from her often. 


—Ep. C. 0.) 


Orossy, Tex., Oct. 17, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: I will attempt to 
write to the Children’s Corner for the first 
time. Father takes Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and I love to read the Children’s Corner. 
I am a Freethinker, and I hav five brothers 
and one sister; they are all Freethinkers. 
We are the only Freethinkers there are in 
this little place, but I think there are some 
people here who are of the same belief, but 
are afraid to speak out. Iam not afraid 
of going to tbat horrid place the Christians 
talk about. he people around here are 
afraid of us because we are Freethinkers. 
I gave a friend of mine a copy of the 
Freethinkers’ Magazine to read and her 
mother sent me word to not send any more 
of them there. I guess they were afraid 
to read it We hav no church here and I 
&m glad of it. Our school is out and I am 
sorry, because I get so lonesome. Well, 
I will close for this time. Hoping this 
will escape the waste-basket, I remain, 

Your friend, BELLE Harvey. 


[Our cause will not suffer in the town of 
Crosby so long as the Harvey family re- 
side within the limits. We shall be always 
glad to hear from Belle, or any other 
member of the Harvey household.—Ep. 
C. 0.] 


; Something » 


UITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. : 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 


‘Price, 50 cents. 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is,in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. 1t is 
Just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Tngorsoll to be interested in; and 
Whatever he &dmires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 

Price. % cents. Address 

THE TRUTH'REEKER. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Ray. G. T, Fox, M.A. 
FPríce.15 cents. Address this office. 


RARE CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY. 


Juvenile and Other Holiday Books. 
Rare, Wherein ? Let us Give You Particulars! d 


If you want to make from $250.00 to $400.00 between now and the Holidays, write to us at one 
for a Canvassing Outfit of our BEAUTIFUL JUVENILE HOLIDAY BOOKS. Weguaranteethe =~‘ 


Best Terms, and Best Books 


of paver, 
of printing, 


in every particular I 
of binding; 


Best 


chi'dren. Prices, 50 cents, $L, $1.30, graded to suit al' ages. 


Large Profits! 


Big Sales! 


amusing, 
interesting, and . : 
instructive stories written for the chil. 


Most 


Exclusive Territory! 


If you want your choice of territory, send immediately 45 CENTS to pay exp-ess cha ‘ges 


and we will send you full instruct.ons and 


OUR BEAUTIFUL $4.50 OUTFIT FREE, == 


NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. We give full instructions. . : 
Address, Dept. Rare, S. I. BELL & CO., Publishers, ` ` 


PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


$679,694,439. 


us 


By the census of 1890, the 
&bove is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? | 
REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proner- 
iy in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged a3 to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading D2nominations and Denominational 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kina pub- 
lished. In no other work are the facts, figures. 
and arguments tobe found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Cersur of 1890, wi 
not be superseded until the cen*us of 1900 shall 
have been completed— probably about eight 
years "hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 

exist. : 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by. 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


Ten copies. - - - - $1.00 
Fittv copies. ME - - - 450 
One hundred copies - - - 8.00 


Larger quan’ities at special rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. New York. 


In the nature of things, 
BAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


‘In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published ina large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co., New York. 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSIEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


‘gecution is going on this ar 


Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 3 ee 
Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. - : 

This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Ohristians use force to repress free . 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per. ' 
n ment should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. i 

In paper, 25 cents: in cloth. 5n oante 


Adiese THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
" A good book written with a purpose." 
Price, 25 cents. . j 
THE TRUTH SEEKER.. 


Address 


L. K, Washburn’s Works 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church, ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor, 


broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. - : 
The Foolishness of Prayer, . ‘Think of 


a minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. ` 


Religous Problems, Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents.  : 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 

Church, Price, 5 cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. ^ ^ 
Being the story of his mental Journey from 
orthodoxy to Bationslism.  . 
Price. paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 


BRAIN » BIBLE: 
TIR CONFUT BETWEEN MENTAL SOENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL,M.D., 


; with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the. Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Soripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 


Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 206. 


Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 


pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 


Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine, Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections_to the identification of Paine as 
Jjunias «ad Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York.. 
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C1? 


| A UNIQUE BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK. 
OLD TESTAMENT STORIES 
COMICALLY ILLUSTRATED. 


Hf f 

dtwill — YG P It will 

Make You J "M 

zd. Y HT the 

Laugh, = 774. 5 Parson. 
m 


By WATSON HESTON. 


The Stories Humorously Told—And Hard Facts Full.P e 
BOO nes. 200 Es 


Pictures. 


Given Concerning tte Origin and Authenticity of the 
Olid Testament—A Poge o1 Text to Each Picture. 


CONTENTS. 


Sustaining a Theory, .. . : Bloodv Joshua, 

Some Giants, i `The Campaign of Deborah and Barak 
The Adyentures and Work of Noah, Against Jabin and Sisera. 

A Hunting Anecdote, General Gideon 

Abraham, Christ’s Great Ancestor, Jephthah and His Human Sacrifice, 

A Queer Family, | — ex amson the Strong, , 

Isaac and His ‘ Sister,” 


Ruth and Boaz. 
One of Twins, Unstable as Water, God Shall Not Excel, 
Jacob and Esau, © ' David, God's Favorite 
Joseph the Man of Dreams, Some Stories from the Book of Kings, 
oly Moses Adventures of the Prophets, 


Balaam the Diviner, Jonah the Truthful Sailor. 


Sent by mail or express, prepaid, at the following prices: Cloth, gilt side 
stamp, $1.50; Boards, illuminated covers, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Pl, New York city. 


JOHN E. 


REMSBURG’S 
WORKS. 


Abraham Lincoln: Was He A ch i ristian?, ES 

fifteen yea s Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work, He presents 
an mod testimony fant is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question 
at rest forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoin wai 
a Christian, and which is reviewed and refuted, ne adduces the testimony of more than a hun- 
dred witnesses in proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses include 
^is wife and other relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his 
cabinet; his principal biographers, and scores of his most!‘ timate friends. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged ee bud he 
issi it is unexcelled. Amor,; the subjects considered by Mr. 
Déhsbury Misshoper e wad ca iy: Criminal Statistics, showing the creeds of the pris- 
oners in the penitentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the Church and Science; the Churvh 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the Church and the Antislavery Reforms, the Woman’s 
Rights Movement; the Temperance Reform; the Church and the Republic. Price, 10 cents 


singly; 75 cents per dozen. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and Vices Sanctioned by 
Scripture; Falsehood and Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; Adultery and Prostitu- 
tion; Murder; Wars of Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; intolerance and Persecu- 

ion; Injustice to Woman; Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; Human Bacrifices; 
Cannibalism; Slavery; Witchcraft; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty and Vagrancy; lgno- 
Tance and idiocy; Obscenity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, 81. Special discount 


. on larger quantities. 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best and most thorough work 


i abbath from a rational point of view. Large and handsome print. The 
renin tar gp the Sy under the folowing heads: Origin of the Sabbatic Idea; the Jewish 
abbath; the Christian Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of Sunday Arguments; 
Origin of the Christian Sabbath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; the Sabbath durin 
the Middle Ages; the Puritan Sabbath; Testimony of Chriscian Reformers, Scholars, an 
Divines; Abrogation of Sunday Laws. Price, 25 cents; 6 copies $1. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: : 
: Decline of Faith: Protestant Intolerance; Washington an Unbeliever; Jefferson an Un- 


believer; Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per 


. . .doz., 40 cents. " : 
Thomas Paine. Tells the story of the Author-Hero’s Life, 
delineates the leading traits of his character and genius, and vindicates his name, from the 
&spersions cast upon it. Choice extracts from “ Common Sense, : American Crisis, ights 
of Man," and * Age of Reason," are given; also, tributes to Paine's character from more E lan 
one hundred noted persons of Europe and Amer‘ca, many of them written expressly for this 
work. Second edition, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted | peper, neatly bound, and containing a 
> handsome steel portrait of Paine. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 76 cents. 

The Apostle of Liberty. : : 

ae address o Fre in Paine Hall, bef:re the N. E. Freethinkers' Convention, January 


29,1884. Price, 10 cents. ] S EA 
1 KER COMPA 
For all the above works address THE TRUTH SEDEER OP er York. 


THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE. 


- COLLECTED, EDITED, AND CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED BY 
MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY. 


Author of “ The Life of Thomas Paine,” ‘Omitted Chapters of History Disclosed in 
iic the Life and Papers of Edmund Randolph,” etc. 


Four Volumes, Royal Octavo, Gilt Tops, Uniform with the Editor's * Life of 
Paine" Price per Volume, $2.50. "E 


Two volumes are now ready for delivery, and the others will follow soon. Orders for the 


í th lumes can be purchased sepa- 
whole set will be taken and flledts nS TOE SEEKER OO., 28 Lafayette Place, NewYork. 


The Truth Seeker Library, 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of*the most distinguished teachers and: 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 

e time of Menu to the present. EID. . Ben- 
nett. 1.075 pai es, 8vo. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 
the reality of divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhaustive work on_ the 
claims of supernaturalism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas: Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism. 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 


and & steel-pla portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 


gloth, $3; leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, 
Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 


amination’ of the Creeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Viscount Amberley, 
‘son of the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Complete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient aud 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
count of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, irgin Mary,and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. ll describes fully 

all religious systems of the world, including 
udaism, Mohammedanism, and, Christianity; 

the latter occupying 372 pages, being fully gone 
into. 949 pages. Dy D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth. $8 per vol- 
ume. or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The Truth 
Seeker Library.” If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be deducted from 
the price of each. 


FOR ANY OF 


Ingersoll's. 
Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 


. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gores J. ROMANER. 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 


. interesting of English writers upon evolution, 


besides ranking with Professor Huxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regarqng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church so often refers: 
“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere through- 
out organic nature we meet with abundant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
supernatural design. . - Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands ofa purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generationin & manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature uuiversal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to & new, and a terrible force in ths 
words. of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy ? 

ustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 

Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Colonel Kelso's Works. 


ine Bible Analyzed, Cloth, octavo, 88* 
pages, $3. ° 

Deity Analyzed. Cloth, 12mo, $1.00. 
“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo 


138 pages, 50c. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Cloth, 12mc 
945 pages, 81. 

Universe Aralgsed, $1, ¢ 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


S THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
` Religion and Social Matters. 
Price, cloth. &1: vaver. 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
Price, cloth, $1. l 


Pushed by Unseen Hands. 


SHORT STORIES. 
Price, cloth $1. | 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 

A Bpleudid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
Club—Under Protest —For the Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Chain—The Boler House 
ystery—The Time-Lock of Our An- 

cestors —Florence Oampbell’s 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


CONTENTS: 

Pieface—The Fiction of Fiotions—A Day in Court 
—Throwa in With the City's Dead —Àn Irre- 
spon ible Educated Olass—The Moral Re- 
sponsibility of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex —Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in ;ts Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law 
—Lawsuit or Leg- 
acy—Common 

ense in 


Surgery. 
Cloth, $7; paper, 50 cents, 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H, GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. 


Every Woman Should Read It 
and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 couts. Address this office. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATION. 


The Students Darwin. By Edward B. 
£Aveling, D. Be., Fellow of University College 
‘London. The purpose of this book is to tell 
E something of Darwin's work to those who have 
either the time nor the opportünity to investi- 
" gate it fully for themselves. 1. The Naturalist’s 
oyage Around the World. 2 Geological 
Works. 38. Botanical Works. 4. Zoological 
Works.  5& Works on Evolution. With a 
copious index. Price, $2. 


Pro and Con of 


Supernatural Religion, 


Have We a Supernatural, Inspired. Mirac 
ulous Religion? 


sy E. X. Gum. Paper. 90 cents; cloth, 30 cents, 


"i8 


Gems of Bhought. 


Frrepow, enlightenment, and well-being 
for all!— Ludwig Buchner. 


SaprY the blast of thy tremendous word, 

Whate'er its mystic purport may hav been, 

Echoes across the ages, Nazarene; 

Not to bring peace mine errand, but a 
sword. — William Watson. 


I rar to breathe any treason against the 
majesty of love which is the genius and 
god of gifts, and to whom we must not 
affect to prescribe. Let him giv kingdoms 
or flower-leaves indifferently. — Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. 


How can one man establish the inspira- 
tion of another? How can an inspired 
man prove that he is inspired? How cau 
he know himself that he is inspired? 
There is no way to prove the fact of in- 
spiration. The only evidence is the word 
of some man who could by no possibility 
know anything of the subject.— Robert G. 
Ingersoll. 


Nor as adventitious therefore will the 
wise man regard the faith which is in him. 
The highest truth that he sees he will 
fearlessly utter; knowing that, let what 
may come of it, he is thus playing his 
right part in the world—knowing that if 
he can effect the change he aims at—well; 
if not—well also; though not so well.— 
Herbert Spencer. 


Tzuzy hav stormed: the stars with their 
passion-cry 
For hope or mere 
Plead that their 
die— 
Plead with many a sob and tear. 


or justice here— 
arlings should never 


Folly! for never an answer came, 
And never an arrow was turned away; 
It sped to its beautiful mark the same, 
Whether they prayed or scorned to pray. 
— Kenneth Lamar. 


By a moral life, it need scarcely be said, 
no merely formal conduct is understood, 
guided by petty conventions and hedged 
around by narrow restrictions, but that 
healthy existence, consistent with natural 
principles and obedient to wise and uni- 
versal social experience, which has proved 
itself the best and the happiest for the 
individual, and most conducive to the 
comfort and well-being of the race. Such 
a life is not dependent on any form of re- 
ligious belief.— Zhe Author of **Supernat- 
ural Religion.” 


Go your own way. From all the parlors 
and cloisters will come cries of warning. 
Go your own way. Gather flower and 
grain. Be these your gift to the social 
reasury. You can contribute generously 
when you are big in yourself. To borrow 
that you may giv puts a lien on your fu- 
ture. All the debts must be paid. Out 
of your personal private riches you can 
giv and giv, and never reduce your store. 
But if you will put yourself in bond that 

ou may play philanthropist, borrower, 
ender, and receiver are deceived and 
defeated.—Horace L. Traubel. 


We see that to prepare ourselvs for the 
duties of paternity and maternity, by 
making ourselvs 88 vigorous and healthful 
as we can be, is a duty we all owe to our 
children unborn and to one another. We 
see that to sacrifice ourselvs, and inferen- 
tially them, is not a thing good in itself, 
but rather a thing to be avoided where 
practicable, and only to be recommended 
in the last resort as an unsatisfactory means 
of escape from graver evils. We see that 
each man and each woman holds his viril- 
ity and her femininity in trust for human- 
ity, and that to play fast and loose with 
either, at the bidding of priests or the 
behest of Puritans, is a bad thing in itself, 
and is fraught with danger for the state 
and for future generations.—Grant Allen. 


Symparuy did not wait to be called into 
life by religion. It was born smong 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Secker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


brutes. Cub, whelp, and nestling are nur- 
tured by that parental instinct which con- 
stitutes the altruism of the animal world. 
Sexual attraction reinforces the sentiment 
already roused into action, and teaches 
that the normal life is happiest when linked 
with the life of others. In the caseof man 
the sympathy which issues first through 
the natural emotions of family and sex is 
spread over an ever-widening area by the 
power of imagination. A greater faculty 
of entering into the feelings of others goes 
along with a deeper sensitivness to their 
pains and joys. Their experience becomes 
ours. - Our self is blended with theirs. 
We pity their actual sufferings, and, calling 
up in imagination the suffering our conduct 
might entail, we shrink from committing 
a wrong. To ease the smart of pity, or, if 
the phrase please better, to intensify our 
pleasure, we hasten to relieve a neighbor’s 
grief or add to his happiness. Pity is the 
characteristic mark of the later ethics.— 
F. J. Gould. : 
aD c —— — —— 
The Value of Good Bread 

is appreciated by every one, but so few 
are able to secure uniformly good results. 
This is often due to the fact that when 
milk is used the character of it is exceed- 
ingly varieble; by using Borden’s Peer- 
less Brand Evaporated Cream you will 
overcome this difficulty. Try it. 


SIGNS 


GLASS CARDS. SILK BANNERS. 
ESTIMATES or DUPLICATE SIGNS 


GIVEN FOR 
8t43 J. U. MANUTH, 210 Blue Island Ave., Chicagos 


Dr. E. B. Foote's Works. 


Plain Home Talk and Medical Commor 
Sense. In one handsome 12mo volume 
of nearly 1,000 pages, fully illustrated. Cloth, 
$3.25—~in English or German. A new cheap 
edition at onlv $1.50. 


Science in Storys or, Sammy Tubbs, the | 


Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome 
Monkey. 5 volumes in one, cloth, $2.00, postage 
prepaid; 5 volumes separato, flexible cloth, 50 
cents Re volume; Red Line edition, suitable 
for holiday presents, $1.00 per volume. 


Sexual Physiology for the Young. 250 
pages, jllustrated and goth pound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


Dr. Foote’s Health Monthly. Devoted to 
Hygiene, Sexual and Social Science, and allied 
Subjects; ninth year. Subscription, with pre- 
mium, 50 cents per year. Specimen copies free 
on application. 

Mother’s Manual. Comp g ** Advice 
to a Wife on the Management o Her, wo 
Health, especially During Pregnancy, Labor, 
and Suckling,’ and " Advice to a Mother on the 
Managemen of Her Children in Infancy and 

Childhood;” 2 books in 1 volume, 528 pages, $1. 


Hand-Book of Health Hints and Ready 


Recipes. A valuable reference pamphlet 
of 128 pages. 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MES, E, D. SLENKER, 
Boards, me cus - - = 40cenis. 


The Order of Creation, 


THE 


CONFLICT BETWEEN GENESIS AND SEOLAPT . 


A OoNTROVERSY BETWEEN TIG 
Hox. W. E. GLADSTONE, Pro. Wax MOLLER 
Pror. T. H. Huxuxy, 
` E. LYNN LINTON. 


12mo, 178 pp-; paper, 50 cts.; cloth. Té eta. 


ROLIGION OF HUMANITY 


BETTER THAN 


ETERNAL PUNISHMENT. 


By M. BABCOCK. 
Phoa Ae NEA 


Answers to Christian Questions 
And Arguments. 


By D. M. Bxxxxrr. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price, 2% cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


10 cents. 


Paper, 146 pp., 25 o» 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 10, 1894. 


Y^ x5 
Ey A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


a 
Religion and the Bible. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 

Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible TII. God aud the Devil. III. Is the Bible Con- 
tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Prophecy and Expectancy? V. Jesus 
the Teacher of Righteousness. VI Did the Disciples Look for an Immediate Kesurrection? . 
What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Second Coning of Christ? VII The Christ Spirit Out- 
side the Bible. IX What Isthe sible? X. How Man Advances. XI. Why Do Men Cling to the 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Priyer. XIII. Ís There a God? XIV. Reward and 
Punishment. X r. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. 


Ng gt sgn’ pesin fhe hands af allo see, ng nt. 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


AN AGNOSTIC'S VIEW. 


Contents: The Christian Dogma of Salvation; The Christian's Belief; Why Was 


the Resurrection a Secret Affair? The Age of a Story Does Not Prove Its Truth; 


Pilute's Attempt to Save the Life of Jesus; Christ Before Herod; A New Indictment 


Against Jesus; Were the Guards Hired by the Priests? Pilate's Motive for Secreting 


the Bodv; Matthew's Account of the Resurrection; Why the Angel Sat on the Stone; 


Mary's Visit; Angels; Renan's Theory; The Disciples Were Deceived; The Identifica- 


tion; The Ascension; Why Did Jesus Disappear? Other Strange Phenomena; The 
Chief Priests Did. Not Believe in Resurrection; What Became of the Roman Guards? 
The Origin of the Story; St. Paul's Account; $t. Paul's Conversion; A Modern 
Example; The Roman Governors and the Resurrection Story; The Testimony of 
Contemporaneous Writers; Miracle-Workers; Is the Resurrection Well Attested? 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


- DESIGN ARGUMENT FALLACIES, 


A Refutation of the Argument That Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by 
an Intelligent Being. A 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The Design Argument Vitiates Itself By Necessitating an Infinite Series of Designers 

There Were a Designer He Could Not Be Beneficent. i 

If There Were One He Could Not Be Wise, for 
His Processes Are Eere. iously Slow, 
They Are Egregious Wastefal, 
They Hare Prodauosd Fedlty Mechant 

: ey Have Produc aulty Mechanisms. 
IV. What Is Called Design Is Only Subserviency; and the Watch Argument Is Illegitimaw. 
V. What Actually Did Oause So-Called Design. x 8 
VI. Astronomy and Design. 
VIL The Argument of a First Cause. 


Embracing & Succinct Exposition of Evolution and a Sketch of Astronomy. 


BY THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Price 15 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 238 Lafayette Place, N. Y. 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted 


f (n controyersies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoin’s religious belief. Soon after the remains of ‘America’s most Tllustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, put forward the claim that he was & 
Christian. The claim was Rromptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but ouly to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. i 
For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of tie claim that Er eim idi not a (christian. . These sepe pour his wife and other 
à 1 artners; his private secretaries; members of his inet; hi inci 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. cabinet: his. prinoipal 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


loth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 
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Not for Parsons. 


Mınıster: ‘‘Is your father a religious 
man, my Son?" Small Boy: “Guess so; 
snarls every time we speak to 'im."— Plain 
Dealer. 


‘<Yus,” said the Vermont deacon, ‘I |- 


always go down to the camp-meeting, and 
always come back feeling good. Do you 
see that magnificent-horse in the field? 
Well. you ought to hav seen the old plug 
I took down.” i 


A SMALL young curate rebuked a lady, 
conspicuous for her good deeds among 
the poor and outcast, with the words: 
** You're à good woman, but why don't 
you do some really religious work, such 
as embroidering an altar cloth?" 


A FroBipA friend writes us to tell the 
following true story: In one of the smaller 
towns of that state a lady went into a book 
store and inquired of the proprietor 
whether he had the ‘* Heavenly Twins" 
for sale? He replied: ** No, madam; but 
here is a book of the same general char- 
acter, entitled ‘Stepping Heavenward,’ in 
which I think you will be quite as deeply 
interested.”—Buffalo Commercial. 


SHOPKEBFER: **I should like to do more 
for you, but business is not what it used 
to be.” (Givs a dollar to the parish col- 
lector, who then retires.) Friend: ** And 
is trade so very bad?” Shopkeeper: ''I 
didn’t say so. On the contrary, it is just 
booming. I said it was not what it used 
to be, see? But that's no reason I should 
giv $5 to the church when I can stand 
them off with $1."— Boston Transcript. 


Sut is only eight years old, this small 
New Yorker, but nourished in a Free- 
thinking family she has absorbed the Ag- 
nostic theories of her elders, has decided 
opinions of her own; in short, is an out- 
and-out small Atheist. For some time 
past she has been much interested ina 
little companion, & recent acquaintance, 
but to the surprise of the family, recently 
she positivly refused to accept a tea-party 
invitation from the child. Being nressed 
for an explanation she at last gave it: 
** Well, I'll tell you why. I just cannot 
play with her. She's one of those com- 
mon kind of children who believe in hell.” 
—New York Sun. 


THe preacher was having a sort of test 
meeting by asking the congregation ques- 
tions on their conduct.  ''Now, breth- 
ren," he said, **all of you who pay your 
debts will please stand up." In response 
to this there was an apparently unanimous 
uprising. ‘*Now,”? said the preacher, 
asking the others to sit down, ‘all those 
who do not pay will please stand up.” 
One man alone arose. ‘‘Ah, brother,” 
ssid the preacher, ‘‘ why is it that you, of 
all this congregation of brethren, should 
be so different?” ‘‘I don't know, par- 
Son," he replied slowly, as he looked 
around over his friends and acquaintances 
in the meeting, ** unless it is that I ain't a 
liar."— Detroit Free Press. 


HxROD MaxiN, a baby farmer, was 
hanged at Sydney for murdering a dozen 
or more infants. He wrote a very pious 
letter to his wife and accomplice, who was 
reprieved from the capital sentence, ex- 
pressing a hope to meet her in heaven. 
The Sydney Bulletin givs a versified ver- 
sion of his letter, from which we clip the 
following: 

Dear Sarah, if still you were keeping the 
Farm, 

The Farm where we used to make hay, 

I might hav some. dread of your coming 
to harm f 

When death took you off and away; . 

But since you are fixed up in prison for 
6— 

Reprieved by command of the Gov.— 
The world, with its strife, cannot. get at 

my wife, 

I think you should meet me above— 

I will speak to St. Peter, my love. 


How pleasant it feels to be ‘* washed in 
the blood!” 
(See 2d Corinthians—Panul), 


STATE oF Our), CITY or TOLEDO, "m 
Lucas CouNTY * : 
FRANE J. CHENEY makes oath that he is the 
senior partner of the firm of F. J. OHENEY & Co., 
doing business in the City of Toledo, County 
and State aforesaid, and that sad firm will pay 
the sum of ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS for 
each and every case of Catarrh that cannot be 
cured by the use of Harr's CATARRH ÜnuE. 
FRANK J. CHENEY. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my 
presence, this 6th day of December, A. D. 1886. 


~m 
{sx ar.) A. W. GLEASON, „ 
otary Pubtte. 


Hall’s Catarrh Cure is takeu internally and acts 
directly on the blood and mucous surfaces of 
the system. Send for testimonials, fre». 

y CHENuY & 00., Toledo, O. 
H^ Sold by Druggists, 75c. $ 


A Rare Chance to get first-class 
Freethought Sto y Books of sixty pages or over 
each. FREE Send 8 cents to nay ostage on 
. Address THE LIBEBAL PUB. O., 

420f Portland, Kan. 


There is comfort and joy in the sickening 


The judge asked the Lord to hav mercy— 


The judge did—sbsurd! 


Now, stick to the Bible, my Sarah, and 
There's & mansion where sinners can't 


You've gone from the path that you for- 


nu 
With which I sball presently fall. 


Tie cant of that genti 
e cant of that gentleman grim. 
I am thinking, 
my word! : 
I had better be praying for him—_ 
There's no **drop" of salvation for him. 


kneel . 
Until you are sore at the knees; 


enter and steal— 
Do lay up your treasure there, please. 


merly trod, 
So try to be gentle and mild; 


The kingdom of God, though it strikes | 


you 88 odd, 
Is just like a dear little child— 
A poor little baby-farm child." 
—London Freethinker. 


POND'S EXTRACT 


THE ONLY ACTUAL CURATIVE 
AGENT OF ITS KIND. 


FOUR THOUSAND DROPS 


—in a bottle—small size—and 
EVERY DROP EFFECTIVE 
in curing that troublesome 


CATARRH, LAMENESS, 
RHEUMATISM, SPRAIN, 
MOSQUITO BITE, PILES, 
SUNBURN, BRUISE, 
WOUND, OR ANY PAIN 
from which you are suffering. 
-USE IT AFTER SHAVING. 


CAUTIO A discriminating intelli- 


* gent purchaser demands ` 
QUALITY. Large bottles—and large 
profits—to unscrupnlous venders do 
not compensate for days of pain and 
nights of torture that may be avoided 
by insisting that no weak substitnte 
be offered in place of the GENUINE 


POND’S EXTRACT 


MADE ONLY BY ` 
PONO S EXTRACT CO.. 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 


buus BY 


PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


fhe Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. 8&1. , 
the Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. 
Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature, Cloth, $1. 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor pinay of Natural History. Ius- 
rate . Haber. (o) e 
Adress TAE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


3. F.. UNDEKWuuw » 

FOR SALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER Or:zi. 

Essays and Lectures. Embracing lui 
ence of Christianity on Civilization; Cur 
tianity and Materialism; What Libcralism off 
in Place of Christianity; Scientific Materialisi 
Woman; Spiritualism from  Materialis: 
-Standpoint; Paine the Political and Religion 
Reformer; Materialism and Crime; Will t! 


Coming Man Worship God? Crimes and Cru 


ties of Christianity; the Authority of the Bib; 
Freethought Judged by Its Fruits; Our 7de» 
of God 300 pp., paper, 60 cents. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civiliza 
tion. 25 cents. A 

Christianity and Materialism. 15 cents. 

What Liberalism Offers in Place 9 
Christianity. 10 cents, 

Scientific Materialism ; Its Meaning ant 
Tendency. 10 cents. .. 

Spiritualism from a Materialistic Stand 
point. 10 cents. 

Paine the Political and Religious Re- 
former. 10 cents. 

Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10cents. 

Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 

Will the Coming Man Worship God! 
10 cente. 

Fwelve Tracts. Scientific and Theolog: 


ica). 20 cents. - 


Skeleton Keys to Sacerdotal Secrets. 


“Write me no more fables, lest I be a fool and 
read the riddles awry.” 


By R. B. Westbrook, D.D., LL.B. 

Contents: The Whole Truth; Sacerdotalism 
Impeached; The Fabulous Claims of Judaism; 
Moses and the Pentateuch; Ancient Symbolism 
and Modern Literalism; Astral Keys to Bible 
Stories; The Fable of the Fall; Search for the 
* Last Adam;” What Is Known of the New Testa- 
ment; The Drama of the Gospels; The Ideal 
Christ; Jesus and Other Christs; A Reverent 
Oritique on Jesus; A Few Fragments; Blood 
Salvation; The Things That Remain. 

Price, cloth, $1.50. Fort sale at this office. 


Food and | 
Diet, 
Marriage. 
and | 
Parentage, 
Ete. 


Hygiene of the Brain and the Cure of 
ervousness. By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mail, $1.50. '* Get this book and 
read it, for i abounds in practical valuable 
knowledge."—[Chicago Inter-Ocean. 


Eating forStrength. By M. L. Holbrook, 
M.D. Price, by mai), &r ‘I am delighted with 
it."—[H. B. "Paker, M.D., Secretary Michigan 
State Board of Health. 

A Code of 


Parturition Without Pain. [ 
Directions for avoiding most of the Pains and 
Dangers of Childbearing. ‘By M. L. Holbrook, 

.D. Price,by mail, $1. "A work whose ex- 
cellence surpasses our pover to commend.” — 
[New York Evening Mail.; 


Liver Complaint, Mental Dyspepsia, and 
b ome Trest- 


B. Duffey, author of " What Women Should 
Know,” “No Sex in Education," etc. Price, by 
mail, $1. Mrs. Charles Brewster, Portland, Me., 
writes: “Had I possessed this book ten years 
ago it would have saved me ten years of in- 
yalidism, and 1. should have been the mother of 
healthy instead of sickly children." 

By J. 


Youth: Its Care and Culture. 
Mortimer Granville. $1. To this has been 
added a paper by that charming English 
writer, Grace Greenwood, on the "Physical 
Education of a Girl,” and a paper on the 

“Dress of Girls.” Its retail price is 81. 


Talks to My Patients. By Mrs. R. B. 
Gleason, M.D. A Practical Handbook for the 
Maid, Wife, and Mother: with a beautiful Pho. 

tographio Portrait of the À Price, b 


. uthor. y 
mail, $1.50. e wish the chapter, * Confiden- 
tial to Mothers,’ might be published as a tract 
and sent to every mother in the land."—[Har- 
per's New Monthly Magazine. 


The Better Way. An Appeal to Men in 
behalf of Human Culture through a wiser par- 
entage. Y A. E. Newton. Price, by mail, 
25 cents. “It contains information and warning 
that are urgently needed."—[Christian Union. 


Sexual Physiology. A Scientific and Pop- 
ular Exposition of the Fundamental Problems 
in Bociology. By R. T. Trall, M.D. Price, by 
mail, #2. This work has rapidly passed throu 
forty editions, and the demand is constantly 
increasing. No such complete and valuable 
work has ever before been issued. 


Fruit and Bread. A Natural and Scien- 
tific Diet. By Gustav Schlickeysen. Trans- 
lated from the German, by M. L.' Holbrook, 
M.D. In addition also it contains & Complete 

by the Use 


and Radical Cure for Intemperance 
of a Vegetable and Fruit Diet. By Chas. O. 
Groom Napier, F.R.8.- 250 pages. 


Price, $1 
Ihree Books in One. From the Cradle 
to the School. By Bertha Meyer. The Rights 
of Children. By erbert Spencer, The Gov. 
ernment of Children. ByM. L. Holbrook, M.D 
Price, by mail, ^ z „cloth, $1. “Itis 
a book worthy to pe ranked with the best that 
has ever been written concerning the training 
of children.”—[Bazar. 


Vegetarianism the Radical Cure for In- 
temperance. By Harriet P. Fowler. 


Price, 30 cents, by mail. “It should be quietly 
given to every drinker.”—(Herald of Health. 


Muscle-Beating; or, Home Gymnastics 
for Sick and Well. By Kemm, 
manager of the gymnasium of Rega. 80 cents. 


Marriage and Parentage, in their Sanitary 
and Physiological Relations, and in their bear- 
ing on the producing of children of finer health 
and greater ability. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. $1. 
The Scientific American says: * Books on thir 
subject are.usually written by ‘cranks,’ but this 
is radically different: it is scientific, sober. 
clean, and worthy, of conscientious considera- 
tion by every possible parent, and particularly; 


by the young. 
The Diet Cure. The Relations of Food 
Cure. By T. L. 


and Drink to Health, Disease 
Nichols, M.D., editor London Herald of Health. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. 


Medical Hints ou the Protection and Man- 


agement of the Singing .Voice. By 

Lenox Brown, F.R.C.8. 20th thousand. 80 cts. 

Deep Breathing; or, Lung Gymnastics. 
Price, cloth, 50 cents. Mrs, Horace Mann writes: 
'*Every book you print is pure gold and de- 
serves wide circulation." 

How to Strengthen the Memory. By M. 
L.Holbrook, M.D. $1. 

A Physician’s Sermon to Young Men. B 
Dr. W. Pratt. Price, 25 cents. Prof. R. 
Proctor, the well-known English astronomer 
says of it: " Through false delicacy lads anc 

ouths are left tofallinto trouble, and not a fe 

have their pros pects of a healthy harpy life ai 


solutely ruined. The little book before us is in 
tended to be pat into the hands of young me 
by fathers who are unwilling or incapable v 
discharging a father's duty in this respect; an. 
as not one father in ten is, we believe, ready t 
do what is right by his boys himself, it is we! 
that such a book as this should be available. } 
itis read by all who should read it, its sale wi 
be counted by hundreds of thonsands." T} 

ublisher will send 10 copies by mail. postpai: 
for $2. Should anyone desire them by the 1t 
or 1,000 they can make satisfactory terms by co) 
respondence 


EF Catalogues Free. æ 
By mail on receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Valuable Books on| COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 


Hygiene, 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 


and the Home. 
—With Music Written | to All the Songs.— 
ComerLED BY L. K. WABHBURN, 
Price. $1.50. For sale at THTS OFFIOR 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
. a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 
oman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper 10 cents. 
All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, ow pn $1. . 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 
oys and Girls. 19mo, 388 pp., $1.25. 
The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
for Ohildr ath. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Ohildren’s Story-book ever issued. 
. 66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


The Glergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL STORY. 
Mrs. J. E. BALL. Price, 95 eents, 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror, F. W. Newman. Price % cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOOOK. 
The Living Waters, 

To those who need a medicin, remember 
that Water of Lue is one of the best, and 
will cure the stomach, liver, and kidneys. 
Large pamphlet free, 84 S. Main st., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. J. R. Perry, mgr. 26t18 


tion en and Yo 


10 cents 


ALL styles of watches from 
some catalogue free. Safe Wato 
street, New York. 


Otto Wettstein. 


THE 


1.88 up. Hand- 
Oo., 9 Murray 
52t19 


Liberal Jeweler. 


DESIGNER OF 


THE OTTO WETT- 
STEIN WAICH. 


THE INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR 
SPOON. 


THE FREE- 
THOUGHT 
BADGE, 


Illinois. 


Rochelle, 


NOTICE, 


Any of my Liberal friends wishing anything in 
my line will do well by putting their address on 
a postal card, aná I will mail price lists of my 
spe-ialties, l can posittvly save you money, 

Thay been before the Liberal public for nearly 
forty years and to thore who favor me with their 
orders, I will say that, I wilendeavorin every 
way to merit their kind patronage. Fraternally 

OTTO WETTSTEIN The Liberal Jeweler. 
Established 1857. Rochelle, 


Repair Work a Speotaity. 


: m: 
d Appli 
edy of the kind 
cees, ' DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 
Say whore you saw this adver. Vineland, N J 


BW- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBERAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their patronage and not waste their 


time and money on Obristian doctors.—Dr. Fer- 
lows. 
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. The heads thereof jndge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for 
' money: yet will they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can come upon us, — Miocalriii, 11. 
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paper writer, sends out an appeal to 
liberal-minded people to nullify the boy- 
cott by purchasing their postage stamps at 
Auburndale, PE 


Some weeks since Secretary of the 
Treasury Carlisle had `a young English- 
man, John: James Howard by name, ar- 
rested under the contract labor law. - 
Howard was brought to this country by 
ex-Vice-President Morton, Republican 
nominee this year for governor of New 
York, as under coachman. United States _ 
Judge Lacombe held that Howard was 
illegally arrested, as the contract labor law 
exempts private servants from its pro- 
visions, but he said that only the secretary 
of the treasury had authority to release the 
man, as the law put all power of: enforce- 
ment into the hands of that official. After 
considerable further delay Mr. Carlisle 
made a cabinet question of the matter, 
but that did not result in anything definit, 
apparently, and after still more delay the 
prisoner on Ellis Island was released on 
November 8d. Nearly all the influential 
Democratic papers of the country con- 
demned the action of the secretary as a 
contemptible campaign dodge. : 


y 


M 


STAR THEATER PREPN 
svenine November lith- 


" Y believe where the evidence is suffie 
cient."— Ingersoll. 


The distinguished Jurist, Litterateur, and Ora- 


"" — Col. ROBERT G. 


INGERSOLL, 


Sus;or—« THE RIBLE”? 


(First time in New York.) 


Jy ows of the (Deek. 


Tae Japanese hav taken Fong-Fang- 
Chen, which léaves the road open to 
Moukden. 


CANADIAN agricultural implement manu" 
facturers are preparing to establish facto- 
ries in the United States. 


ON November 2d an earthquake visited 
the City of Mexico: It was the most 
severe felt there since 1858.. 


In Servia the Nicolaeivich ministry re- 
signed and a new one was formed with 
Nicola Christich as premier. 


Eucrtne Esperance Ovpin, the famous. 


singer, died in London on November 4th: 
He was born in this city in 1858. 


.-BaorixonE manufacturers hav secured. 


the contract for supplying the Japanese 
army with cotton duck for their tents. 


PRESIDENT OLEVELAND has désignated 
November 29th as Thanksgiving Day. 
The proclamation is pious to & degree. ` 


CZAR ALEXANDER of Russia died at 
Livadia in the Crimea on November 1st. 
His son has been proclaimed emperor 
under the title of Nicholas II. 


THERE being no longer a bond of union 
to hold them together the trustees of Pro- 
fessor Swing’s enterprise at Central Music 
Hall, Chicago, hav decided to disband 


Tum steamer Wairarapa, plying between 
Auckland, N. Z., and Sydney, N. S. W., 
was wrecked on Great Barrier Island on 


October 80th and about 180 lives were 
lost. 


Ir now looks as though Blair would suc- 
ceed this year in getting back into the 
Senate from New Hampshire. If he does 
there will be one more untiring enemy of 
religious liberty to watch. 


Pror. W. S. Wyman, of the University 
of Alabama, says that the phrase, ‘‘all 
correct,” usually indicated by the initials 
* 0, K.," is derived from the Choctaw 
word ‘‘okeh,” meaning ‘‘ it is all right.” 


Last year, when John Y. McKane was 
at Gravesend, the registration of alleged 
voters reached 6,218, and this year, with 
the ‘‘ boss " in Sing Sing, only 2,039 voters 
register, a falling off of more than 4,000. 


Ex-Premzr Honore Mercier of Can-. 


ada died in Montreal on October. 30th. 
During the Jast few years he has favored 
the independence of Canada and, inci- 
dentally, its. annexation to the United 
States. He was born Oct. 15, 1840. 


In 1874 the United States sent to Great 


Britain only 128 head of beef cattle, while 
in 1894 there were shipped to that country 


845,784 head. Fresh beef was first sent to 
England in 1877 to the amount of 49,210,- 
990 pounds. Sv far this year 193,331,292 
pounds hav been shipped. 


A BILL is pending in the Vermont legis- 
lature to aid farmers to recover their 
maple sugar bounty. It provides for the 
payment by the state of a sum not exceed- 
ing $600 to the first resident of the state 
who shall sue for and recover the bounty 


plleged to be due from the general gov- 


ernment. 


TiwsER frauds, involving many persons, 
some high in public and social life, hav 
been discovered in Wisconsin. Among 
those indicted are $8 brother of ex- 
Congressman McCord and A. R. Osborn, 
receiver, under President Harrison, of the 
Ashland land office. . 


Arrornry-GENERAL Oxney holds that 
the dispensary law: of South Carolina is 
inoperativ as against the provisions of the 
federal revenue laws; that is, a South 
Carolina sheriff, for instance, could not 
enter a bonded warehouse and, tendering 
the tax on distilled spirits, seize the goods. 


Don Francisco: QUIROGA Y RODRIGUEZ, 
eminent scientist, geographer, and pro- 
fessor of the University of Madrid, Spain, 
is dead. He was the author of numerous 
scientific works, member of various Span- 
ish and foreign scientific societies, member 
of the Spanish Freethought Federation, 
and assuch took activ part in the Inter- 
national Congress at Madrid in 1892. 


In & recent speech at Bradford Prime 
‘Minister Rosebery. made a sharp attack 
on the House of Lords. He saia that he 
favored the principle of a second chamber, 
holding that the temptation of absolute 
power was too great for any person or 
body, but the upper house in the present 
form was an obstruction that the Com- 
mons and the people muat giv no quarter. 


Miss Lovise Imoen Gurney is post- 
mistress at Auburndale, near Boston 
Mass. She is well known as a poetess and 
writer of prose, and is a Oatholic, which 
has resulted in the boycotting of her post- 
office by the A. P. A.’s. Mrs. Margaret 
F. Sullivan, of Chicago, another news- 


HH Seats now on sale at. Box Office, Star Theater 


HE : 


LOGIC OF DEATH, 
Why: Should the Atheist Fear to Die? 
sy J. G. HoLvOAEE. — Price, 5 cents, 


1 3-3 . " li 
Researches im Oriental - History, - 
um EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
' opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; ~ 
ao . to which is added. " 
WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS 
Bv. GEORGE W. BROWN, M.D | 
: 5ourth Edition... 
Part 1.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap-: 


ters. A 
Part II. —Researches in Zoroastrian sm; thirteen 
à chapters. - "MT 
Part III—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty. 


ehapters. ; ME ' 
Part IV: Whence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
: ers. 


Press Notices, 


The style is forcible and terse, the reasoning 
good, and as the facts upon which the argument 
is based arelargeiy Christian, our theological 
friends will have some hard nuts to crack it they 
attempt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethought works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valuable contribution to the litera- 
ture of the nineteenth century.—Progressive 
Thinker. 


Elegantly bound in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Tux Terura SerreR has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Truru SzEkxns hav been scattered broadcast over 
the land. 

With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer’s work is done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all It puts 


arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do. is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an imthense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
Truru Szexer, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we all loved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal. Previously ke 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 


DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 


ot Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds - 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don't select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 


400 Years 


- A Journal 


Vol.21. No.46 {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, November 17, 1894. 
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FACTS INSTEAD OF FICTION— 


OTHER VIEW OF THE WORLD. 


FREETHINKER (to Christian Scrubber): ‘*No scrubbing can ever remove from this world the stains of innocent blood shed by the followers of Christ in the name of 


the Christian religion.” 


of Freethought. 


From Columbus to Ingersoll ——*9—— By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, n6s pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. 
^ ‘Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


Price, $5; with 'Yhe 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Yea 


e HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 
that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four Hunprep Yzans or 
Freetsoveut has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will gv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promiised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artists and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them- 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunpzzp Yzans or FnzzTHOUGHT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move 


ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 


book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificen 
work ever issued by the FreethoughtPress. 


Price, $5, With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 28 Larayerrz Piace, New Yorx. 


5 PREMIUMS “ TRUTH SEEKER 


EEE 
When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Trurn Szrxxs one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam's * Four Hundred Years of Freethought" ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by.the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. It isa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, Bre social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF F'REETHOUGH? " embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom's 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man's sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of & barbarie church. 


oser 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SP. E CIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
0 FFER / “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FEEETHOUGHT ” 
” FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURITHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED, - 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated By WATSON 
Or. if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of l , 
BELL'S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


For $5 we willsend Taz Trurn Seeker one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
preat Works Complete"($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz TauvH Szzkrn one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Srzxer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s “ Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred ‘illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. ^ 

For $4.50 we will send Tmz Truru SEEKER one. year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book " in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru Szexer one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Tux Truru Szzxzr one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 


Testament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Taz T&urH Szzxx& one year ($3) and * Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


meee The Freethinker s Badge-pin === meei seeen 


ONE YEAR, 


FREETHOUGHT vs SUPERSTITION. VEe pont for $450, The 


i EEKER one year for $5. 


UTH 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH SEEKER, $5. Eith i 
Wit bowl soo more, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER” ©” Pither kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


RRR msn ISP SIS A 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 


Three months, (trial subscribers, in advance, 
LII “ LII 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPMON BLANK 


Tbe Trut Seeker. 


AR Drafto, Checho and Money Ordera, to be made payable to 
X» M. MACDONALD, 


——— et 
Ce TERMS SD 
g BAMEDE COPIES FREE. 


SUBSCRIPTION id , 75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 
` ix - e o 1.50 one remittance, - 2. 7 © © $700 
Single subscription, one year, - 8.00. | One subscription with three new subscribers, in 
One subscription two years, . “ se - 5.00 one remittance, =- © è è è o 8.50 
Two new subscribers, it “ee 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in | 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, e > o 5» o >o 10.00 
remittance, © -e © e © 5 o 500 i 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


sar FIL out the accompanying Subscription 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PRAUPANDADN™ 


In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Hight Copies of Paine’s “Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting 
people read Tuz TaurH Seeker for awhile. To this end we 
make the following offer: 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tum Truru 
Szxxzr for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 

his at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 

hey will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Latayette Pl. New York. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own /*ee, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
with them the advantages of the club rates. i " 

This makes THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 
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The Truth Seeker Ca., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for... year 
Juclosed find $in payment of. the same. 


NAMES. POST OFFICE, [Box Sr. & No., ir ANv.] & STATE. 


a 


Remarks + 


a 


TAG 


wi Ar F. 


DEP ew ow “iw ww ws z 
D eo a we <r wy wy Si a WO ee Se MU SS GEN WEE WU “www EC Ws LE aw EEA — RON um WU WEE A RU VUA WEE. 


7 
eae 


JR 


= 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 
Vol. 21. No. 46 {PUBLISHED WEEKLY. New York, Saturday, November 17, 1894. {eg LAFAYETTE PL. $3.00 Per Year 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. — 


the missionary work. The ex-cabinet minister 
added that the Parliament was disheartening to 
missionaries abroad. . Undoubtedly, for it was an 
indirect but none the less effectiv assault on the 
dogma of exclusiv salvation. 


upon a possible future existence, and we hold it to 
be one of the most grave objections to Christianity 
and Theism that they induce in the minds of such 
men as Professor Momerie a feeling of hopeless 
pessimism regarding the moral nature of man when 
unbuttressed by belief in the dogmas of supernatu- 
.ralism. 

Why should “goodness lose all its charm" if 
doomed to annihilation when manifested by some 
particular organism? Is the rose bereft of present 
beauty because it perishes in a day? Is the chiseled 
marble form hideous bécause it will at some future 
time yield to the erosion of the elements? Is the 
shelter hateful because it cannot always endure? Do 
thick garments fail to keep out the cold in winter 
because they are not indestructible? Similarly, is 
the kind word made unkind by the fact that the 
one to whom it is spoken may not livin another 
world? Is immurement in a prison cell desirable 
because the sunshine will not forever, so far as we 
know, reveal to us a landscape of green or crimson 
and the ocean beating on sandy beach and rocky 
headland? What do we confess ourselvs to be if 
we can say that we should delight in the robbery, 
in the torture, in the slaughter of our fellow crea- 
tures if we did not think that we should liv in 
another sphere? It so happens, however, that 
those whose especial joy or whose self-assumed 
duty it was to despoil, mutilate, and kill those 
who did not agree with them in belief, or who had 
the misfortune to liv in another country or to be of 
another race, were almost without exception be- 
lievers in one or more gods and had a “sure hope” 
of immortality, and among those wholesale mur- 
derers none were more cruel than the Christians. 
What will Professor Momerie do with this indis- 
putable fact? Those bloody destroyers did not 
think that the “wages of virtue is to be dust,” but 
their abundant faith absolutely failed to make them 
lead moral lives. In this connection it will be well 
to quote a few more sentences from Dr. Momerie’s 
article: 

** Tt seems to me that the last word on this subject was 
said ages ago by the author of Ecclesiastes. He did not 
believe in immortality, and therefore he was a pessimist 


and a senualist. By all the laws of logic the three things 
are inextricably bound together.” 


It is to be presumed that the author of Eocolesi- 
astes is called a pessimist and a sensualist because 
he looked out on existence with open eyes, and did 
not care to stultify himself and deny the truth by 
vociferously proclaiming this to be the best possible 
of worlds. Unfortunately for Professor Momerie’s 
contention, he did not, although a believer in the 
mortality of man, think that there was no induce- 
ment to liv amicably with his neighbors, for he says 
that there is no good “but for a man to rejoice, 
and to do good ‘in his life,” which seems to hav 
been a common sense conclusion, and one which it 
would be well for us all to reach. As to the «*sen-- 
suality” which is said to be the logical product of 
doubt concerning or rejection of the belief in im- 
mortality, it is necessary to remark that the word 
is a very elastic one, capable of covering either a 
multitude of sins or a multitude of virtues. Neither 
should we be afraid of the word “pessimist”; gen- 
erally speaking, Freethinkers are not pessimists; ; 
they do not think that this is the worst possible of 
worlds; it certainly is not the best possible world, 
but it is an improvable world, and as such they re- 
gard it, and are earnest in their determination to 
take advantage of the opportunity to make it better, 
for it is the only home of which the majority of 
them hav any knowledge, and they believe in making 
the most of the present chance to be comfortable, 
if not happy. So does Professor Momerie, and 
probably he would not change in that respect, eyen 
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Is Morality in Itself a “Quixotic Weakness”? 


Continuing his argument for supernaturalism as 
the only adequate basis for a moral life, Rev. Alfred 
Momerie says in the Agnostic Annual: — 

“It may be objected that he who truly loves goodness 
loves it for its own sake, and that he neither seeks nor 
needs reward. But if in the end the wages of virtue is to 
be dust, you can never prove its reasonableness, you can 
never prove that it ought to be the supreme aim of life. 
ý If goodness be doomed to annihilation, it loses all its 
charm, and devotion to it becomes unreasonable—an 
amiable but quixotic weakness.” 

How can this be true if the experience of the 
race demonstrates that respect for the reasonable 
wishes of our fellows is conduciv to the gratification 
of our own reasonable wishes? And it is certain 
that the experience of the race does demonstrate 
that truth. Out of human experiments and suffer- 
ing hav come all the moral codes of all the ages. 
Man found that certain actions were, so far as he 
could see, injurious to him, while other actions were 
beneficial to him. But all men did not see that 
this was so, and therefore those who did tried, as 
men do to-day, to force their fellows to accept their 
view and liv in accordance therewith, and for that 
view they invoked supernatural sanctions. , As Max 
Miller says, they stopped all disputes over mooted 
points by declaring, “ This is divine truth, given to 
us by immediate revelation of the deity.” But that 
which they called the truth did not come from the 
skies; it was the child’ of human weakness and 
strength; it was a growth, a development of a bet- 
ter from that which was not so good, and in its 
turn it gave way to make room for that which was 
still better. And this evolution of ethics continues 
through all the centuries of man’s existence; there 
are, or should be, constant revisions of the ethical 
code, for the race is ever adding something to its 
store of knowledge; the fundamental principles of 
honesty, honor, truth, mercy, justice, equity, are 
not likely to be superseded, but we hav an infinit les- 
sontolearnregarding the actions which are and those 
which are not in harmony with these fundamental 
principles. From our point of view it does not 
seem at all necessary to take into account the eX- 
istence of a God or the continuation of our personal 
life after these bodies hav run their course. The 
scientist in his experiments operates with and upon 
the forces and material of what we call nature, and 
no theory about a God will help him in the least, 
while, as we all well know, the belief in à God has 
been one of the most potent of the influences which 
hav confused and hindered the investigator of nat- 
ural phenomena, and to-day that harmful influence 
is painfully felt in the domain of ethics and sociol- 
ogy. 

Whatever may be the facts regarding our con- 
sciousness after the change that is denominated 
death, it is very certain that we hav all.that we can 
do to attend to the duties of this world while “it is 
called day " with us, and so need not worry about 
the “ wages of virtue” after we hav closed our eyes 
in dreamless sleep. It is sufficient that we know 
we are happier and mqre secure and that those we 
love and leave behind us will be happier and more 
secure if we take good care of our physical health 
and respect the property, liberty, and life of our 
neighbor, as we would hav our own respected. 
There is not, in our estimation, anything which is 
more easily demonstrated than the reasonableness 
of an honorable life, wholly regardless of its effect 
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Christianity in the Orient. 

Ex-Secretary of State John W. Foster has been 
on a trip around the world, and he recently told 
the Presbytery of Washington about some of the 
things that he saw and the conclusions that he 
drew therefrom. He referred to the menace that 
China, with its 400,000,000 of people, would be to 
the world if that vast population should be trained 
in the arts of modern warfare and become possessed 
of the resources of Western science, “if once in- 
spired with hatred of Christianity.” It was, how- 
ever, he said, the judgment of all travelers in the 
East “that. Christianity would travel in the wake 
of commerce, steam, and electricity in entering 
China.” Now how is this? Are we not constantly 
told that Christianity is itself the great civilizer, 
and that all these marvelous inventions and mighty 
commercial enterprises which distinguish the pres- 
ent epoch are directly due to the influence of Chris- 
tianity? Has the child usurped the place of the 
parent? Cannot Christianity do with the civilized 
people of the Orient what she is asserted to hav 
done with the savages of Europe?! But is not Mr. 
Foster too sanguin? Is it at all certain that 
Christianity will win its way in China, even with 
the advantage of having steam, electricity, and com- 
merce to pioneer for it? It is doubtful, for even 
Mr. Foster tells us that in Japan the results hav 
not been such as the Christian missionaries and 
their backers had hoped they would be. He says 
that the marvelous advance in civilization of the 
latter country has “not been kept pace with by 
an advance in Christianity,” and he repeats the 
anecdote of the Japanese delegate to the Parliament 
of Religions, who wrote home that the Parliament 
was called because Western nations had realized 
that Christianity was a failure, and were meeting 
in convention to learn what the best religion was, 
and also that Buddhism had been found to be the 
best, and Americans were ready to accept Japan’s 
superior religion. Mr. Foster says that he was in 
Asia at the time of the Parliament, and that the 
Hindoo and Mohammedan delegates had similar 
impressions, and as one of the results are preparing 
missionary movements for the conversion of the 
Americans. This cannot fail to hav a good effect, 
for it will help to bring home to the consciousness 
of thoughtful Christians the foolishness of most of 
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if he should become a Freethinker, but things 
would then appear vastly different to him. How. 
ever, let us listen to some more of his lamentations: 


“If there be no future life, then everything is in the 
last resort vanity. And if everything be vanity, there is 
but one pursuit that will bear serious investigation, and 
We hav been dragged 
out of nothingness, and made to endure the heartache 
and the thousand natural ills that flesh is heir to, only to 
We may 
hay struggled bravely to liv a useful, heroic life, to help 
on the progress of the world; but the object for which 
Long ere that we 
And those 
for whom we labored were not worth the effort. They, 
They, too, will 
In such 


that is the pursuit of pleasure. 


be hurled back into nothingness at the last. 


we hav worked we shall never see. 
shall hav been ‘‘cast as rubbish to the void.” 


too, are ephemeral and contemptible. 
shortly be flung into the same bottomless abyss. 
a universe the man who tries to act morally is a fool.” 


And these are the empty husks that are offered 
us as the rich harvest following nineteen centuries 
of Christian and fifty thousand years, say, of 
It isa 
Reasoning by analogy, Dr. Momerie 
will do nothing for his children’s material comfort 
and prosperity because they must die sooner or 


Theistic cultivation of the human mind! 
pitiful exhibit. 


later. And he would let them plunge into crime 
and vice without extending a restraining hand if he 
believed that “death ends all”! Well, it is ex- 
tremely fortunate that, having been so poisoned in 
his moral nature by the deadly drugs of religion, he 
does not lose his faith in God and immortality. For 
those who find no inward satisfaction in a loving, 
peaceful and honorable life there must needs be the 
restraining influence of superstition or the civil law. 

Last week we quoted Dr. Momerie’s admission 
that theré are those who, wholly lacking his faith in 
God and a future of bliss, yet “ liv noble, useful, self- 
denying lives,” but now he declares that men who 
so liv in a world such as they believe this to be are 
fools. Really, they should thank him heartily for 
the left-handed compliment he tosses to them before 
he proceeds to brand them as imbecils for making 
the best they can of the world in which they find 
themselvs through no choice of their own. 

We are told that because we may not always be 
cognizant of the world whose progress we hav 
helped on there is no reason why we should 
take any interest in progress of any kind. An 
architect might say with equal unreason that as he 
could not liv as long as the cathedral would endure 
he would hav nothing more to do with his profes- 
sion—he would make no more designs, and would 
henceforth subsist on charity and die a pauper. 
So might the sculptor refuse to longer devote him- 
self to his art, saying that as the statue would out- 
last him for perhaps hundreds or thousands of years 
there could be no possible reason why he should not 
starve to death at once; that the man was a fool 
who wasted time creating things of beauty which 
might survive their artificer. 

The Christian has never failed to argue as though 
- pleasure were to be found always in “sin,” and virtue 
were the most painful of actions or conditions. This 
is confusing, misleading, and demoralizing, and the 
mistake has its source in the assumption that only 
self-denial is moral. Self-denial is in itself neither 
moral nor immoral. It all depends upon condi- 
tions. There is no more effectiv way in which to 
discourage right living than that adopted by the 
Christian moralist. The next quotation from Pro- 
fessor Momerie illustrates what we mean: 


** Pleasure is always pleasurable more or less. But the 
struggle for perfection is painful and, in this life at any 
rate, unsuccessful. To sacrifice pleasure for character— 
apart from immortality—would be to giv up the certain 
for the uncertain, the real for the chimerical, the possible 
for the impossible. The art of life is to be in harmony 
with one’s environment. But if there beno immortality, 
the universe is rotten to the core, and therefore devotion 
to goodness is the crowning folly of the race.” 

If the god who Dr. Momerie imagins made this 
world has charge of conditicns in the world which 
the minister thinks will complement this, what right 
hav we to take it for granted that there will be any 
better chance for ethical culture in that world than 
there is in this, where, as we are told, the struggle 
for perfection is painful and unsuccessful? Taking 
this common sense view of the matter, does the be- 
lief in continued existence and in God make the 

outlook much more hopeful for moral development 
and happiness? And will the struggle for moral 


of happiness? 


men and women who inhabit the planet. 


be unjust. 


own. 


conduct. 


erie’s : 

“The Bible tells us distinctly that there is more 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth than 
over a thousand righteous who need no repentance. 
Whosoever believes this doctrin, be he honest or 
rogue, will receive salvation. Jesus himself assured 
the thief upon the cross that for having believed 
upon him he would that very night join him in 
Paradise. Mere belief givs more assurance of Par- 
adise than an entirely moral life if it hav not been 
accompanied by such belief.” 


Warm Praise for a Great Work. 

* Four Hundred Years of Freethought” has re- 
ceived a most cordial welcome from those who hav 
had an opportunity to examin it, but its author is 
no doubt particularly proud of the four earnest 
commendations which follow. The first was writ- 
ten by 

THE GREATEST ORATOR OF THIS GENERATION. 
New York, Nov. 4, 1894. 

Dzar Purnam: Well, I hav read the “ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought.” It is a book that 
every Freethinker ought to hav, and that every 
child of superstition ought to read. Every clergy- 
man should study its pages, so that hereafter he 
can tell the truth about the mental pioneers of our 
race, 

I forgiv you for having given me too great credit, 
for having multiplied and exaggerated my virtues 
and ignored my defects. 

The book is written with great clearness—with 
great force and beauty. Many of the pages are 
poems, and these poems are filled with philosophy. 
Every line is warm, alive, and throbbing with en- 
thusiasm—with love for the right and for man. 

You hav done a great service to a sacred cause, 


.and I thank you with all my heart. 


Yours always, R Q. INGERSOLL. 
The second is from a review in 
THE OLDEST FREETHOUGHT PAPER IN THE WORLD. 

This long-promised book of nearly 1,000 pages 
is already in the hands of those who hav subscribed 
for it, and undoubtedly they will agree with us 
that it isa great book in more respects than one. 
When one glances at the vast amount of informa- 
tion contained in the eight hundred and seventy- 
four pages between the covers of the book he will 
realize that Mr. Putnam set for himself an hercu- 
lean task and will not wonder at the delay which 
attended its production. * Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought” is a valuable acquisition to Free- 
thought literature. The subject matter ig pre- 
sented in Mr. Putnam’s most fascinating style and 
covers the history of the Freethought movement 
from Columbus to the present day. As a book of 
reference it is invaluable and it should be in the 
hands of every Liberal who wishes to hav in con- 
cise form matter available for the warfare against 
the church. It is an interesting book, ever new, a 
book that Mr. Putnam and the publishers, the New 
York Truth Seeker Company, may well be proud of. 
— Boston Investigator. 

IT HAS THE BREATH OF LIFE IN ITS WORDS. 
Berar Or, ARK., Nov. 7, 1894. 
E. M. Macponatp: I hav read all of Putnam’s 


: * Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” and placed 


improvement continue to be the cause of suffering 
while the pursuit of wieked pleasures is produetiv 
If the pursuit of virtue in this 
world for use and enjoyment in this world is “ un- 
certain” and *chimerieal and its attainment im- 
possible as Professor Momerie asserts, then the 
God who made this world is infinitly lower in the 
scale of ethical excellence than are thousands of the 
But it is 
not true that it is more painful to be merciful, lov- 
ing, and just than it is to be cruel, to hate, and to 
That is, it is not so for some, and the 
number of these is constantly increasing as theol- 
ogy loses its hold on the mind and emotions of the 
human family. Finally, if man must be immortal 
in order to make the universe moral, no less must 
all other forms of life be immortal, for all nature is 
stained with blood, and the suffering of our rela- 
tivs calls as loudly for * compensation " as does our 


After all that has been said in this connection, it 
will not be amiss to remind Professor Momerie that 
character has nothing to do with a man’s chances 
to get to heaven. It is a question of belief, not of 
As Professor Büchner well says in the 
article which immediately follows Professor Mom- 


it permanently in my library as a book of reference, 
It is complete and comprehensiv: I was sure 
Brother Putnam would giv us a good book, but he 
has far exceeded my expectations. It would be 
difficult to get more or better matter in one thou- 
sand pages; and when we consider the short time 
occupied in preparing it, it appears to be what 
Christians would call a miracle. 

The portraits make a noble gallery, while the 
language is terse and eloquent. The words hay 
the breath of life in them. May it run into num. 
berless editions. Yours for Freethhought, 

Jno. Q. Canter. 


AN ENGLISHMAN'S VIEW OF IT. 

; Loxpon, Exe., Oct. 31, 1894. 
Drar Pornam: I hav received your book, “ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” and am delighted 
with its contents. Itis an excellent production— 
your masterpiece—and reflects great credit upon 
your industry and mental power. I hav already 
sold twelve copies and ordered more. Depend upon 
my doing my best to make it known in this country. 
It is a library in itself, containing more information 
about the Freethought movement than is to be 
found in any other one work. The“ get up” of the 
book is also very good. CuanLES Warts. 


Samuel P. Putnam last week shed the cheerful 
sunshine of his smiles upon the Gothamites, after 
several months of absence. He was hard at work, 
as usual, and is ready for lecture engagements any- 
where: 


President Cleveland has issued the customary 
unconstitutional Thanksgiving proclamation. It is 
a humorous production of the labored sort that is 
popularly supposed to be the most dear and cher- 
ished weakness of our transatlantic relative. Mr. 
Cleveland takes occasion to remark that “the 
American people should render thanksgiving and 
praise to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe [cap- 
itals his], who has watched over them with kindness 
and fostering care during the year that has passed.” 
It was wisdom in the chief magistrate to issue that . 
proclamation before the election was held; we do 


not believe that he would write it now. 
em BB——————————— 


Referring to the case of Joshua S. Helmer, the 
late president of the Merchants’ bank of Lockport, 
New York, who was convicted of embezzlement, 


| the Niagara Falls Cataract agrees with Taz TRUTH 


Srrxer that “‘‘the glory of God’ is best conserved 
by being honest, rather than by suffering because 
of dishonesty.” It will be rememhered that it was 
announced by Helmer’s family that he and his wife 
had spent the day before sentence was passed in 
prayer, and that they had reached the conclusion 
that “it was all for the best; that the Lord had 
summoned Joshua to go to prison for his glory.” 
The implication was that God had instigated the 
crime which opened the way to the penitentiary, 
else Helmer could not hav gone there for the deity’s 


glory. 


Among the other “ blessings ” for which we are to 
be officially thankful are “the harvests that hav re- 
warded our husbandry,” Let us see how this is: 
If the harvests hav “rewarded our husbandry” it is 
fairly to be presumed that the harvests are the re- 
sults of the husbandry, and hence that we ourselvs 
are the ones to thank therefor. What is the average 
yield per acre of the wheat and corn that the 
* Supreme Ruler” cultivates without man’s help? 
While we are examining this problem it may not be 
impertinent to ask the president what those farm- 
ers hav to be thankful for whose husbandry has not 
been rewarded with any harvest? Those, to illus- 
trate, who hav toiled early and late only to see the 
fruits of their labor and the bread of their children 
cut to pieces by God's hail, or swept away by God's 
cyclones, or burnt up by God's drouths, and 
forest and prairie fires, or borne away to the sea by 
God's floods, or devoured by God's bugs and worms? 


In a religious disquisition which he gave out for 
publication a short time ago the present occupant 
of the White House expressed the opinion that 
“surely He who has given us comfort and plenty 
will look upon our ministrations of charity as the 
work of hearts truly grateful, and as proofs of the 
sincerity of our thanksgiving.” That has a sooth- 
ing sound, but it does not enlighten us as to the 
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cause of God’s partiality. Mr. Cleveland should 
make an attempt to tell us why God, in his “ power 
and goodness,” made such a distinction between 
his children—why he gave “us” “comfort and 
plenty" and left others “destitute.” “Surely,” if 
he gave “us” what we hav he must hav withheld it 
from the “ poor and needy” of whom the president 
speaks, and so left them destitute, or else endowed 
“ug” with a better cquipment of muscles and brains 
with which to acquire “comfort and plenty.” In 
either case he has shown himself to be anything but 
an impartial “ all-father.” 


go of the child, “who jumped up and ran wildly 
toward the first opening that offered itself, scream- 
ing, ‘Don’t kill me, good God! Don’t kill me, 
good God?!" The nurse called her back, and then 
she saw that her father and mother and her brothers. 
and sisters were all safe. Flinging her arms about 
the neck of the nurse, she cried, * How I would 
like to throw my arms around God's neck and kiss 
him for saving us all!” The conception of God as 
a man with a neck and other human parts was per- 
fectly natural to a child trained in the schools of 
superstition, but did if not occur to the teller of 
the story that the god that the little girl wanted 
to kiss for saving the lives of herself and those she 
loved, as she thought he had done, was the same 
god who put them in such deadly peril? He had 
merely saved them from himself. 
even if the Grand Duchess Olga did not, why he 
murdered the twenty-five or more people who were 
mangled and killed while the autocrat and his family 
escaped. 


Following the “whereas” of President Cleve- 
land’s Thanksgiving proclamation comes this para- 
graph: 

‘Therefore I, Grover Cleveland, president of the 
United States, do hereby appoint and set apart Thursday, 
the twenty-ninth day of November instant, as a day of 


Thanksgiving and prayer, to be kept and observed by all 
the people of the land." 2 


Is this a recommendation or a command? Asa 
private citizen Grover Cleveland may without offense 
commend to his fellow-countrymen the observance 
of a day in thanksgiving and prayer, but as such he 
. has no authority to command them to engage in these 
or any other religious exercises, while as an officer 
of the government he has the right neither to com- 
mand nor to recor mend them to giv thanks or to 
pray. ‘To be kept and observed by all the people 
of the land”! Will Dr. McAllister tell us how he 
interprets that? Must we obey? And how will it 
be when the National Reformers hav got God, and 
Jesus, and the Bible into the Constitution? Willit 
then be may or must ? 


-— '— — 

Two weeks ago the Pennsylvania Sabbath Asso- 
eiation held a glorification meeting at Williamsport 
in honor of the Pennsylvania Sunday law of 1794. 
The first fruit of this celebration of the survival of 
barbarism isa new Sunday ordinance adopted by 
the invertebrate city fathers of Williamsport. It for- 
bids the selling of anything on Sunday except 
bread, milk, and medicins and also lays a fine upon 
the owner of any shop, store, or other place of 
business, who permits persons to congregate 
therein on Sunday. This law is more severe than 
the old (1794) statute, which permitted the sale not 
only of milk but “of the necessities of life” before 
nine in the morning and after five in the afternoon. 
The penalty is raised from four to ten. dollars. 
The prohibition of the gathering of a merchant’s 
friends in the store is a new twist of the thumb- 
screw. The American Sentinel sarcastically re- 
marks that the people of Williamsport are still 
* permitted to congregate in the churches on Sun- 
day and drop their coin into the collection-box for 
the payment of the preacher.” Of course; that is 
the industry that Sunday laws are enacted to 
stimulate. One of the editors of the Adventist 
paper above named delivered two addresses in the 
court house at Williamsport on the Sunday and 
Monday evenings preceding the convention on 
various aspects of Sunday legislation, and the Ad- 
ventist church circulated fifty-two thousand pages 
of Sunday liberty literature and also one thousand 
copies of the American Sentinel. The Pennsyl- 
vania Sabbatarians are trying to get the penalty 
under the state law raised to twenty-five dollars. 
The Freethinkers of that state should be repre- 
sented at Harrisburg during the session of the 
legislature. 


Some of the proprietors of New York barber shops 
are engineering a movement to secure from the city 
council an ordinance closing all barber shops. on 
Sunday after 1 r.m. It does not seem to hav en- 
tered their heads that they do not need an ordi- 
nance to enable them or any of them to close their 
doors at any hour they choose. There is no valid 
reason, no reason which is good in any ethical 
sense, why those who do not want to close should 
be compelled to close by those who personally want 
to shut up shop. The president of this new associa- 
tion is John E. Knierim, 939 First avenue, and the 
Secretary is George Koernig, 1030 First avenue. 
The Freethought Letter-Writing Corps will this 
week write to the officers named and present to 
them the secular position regarding Sunday legis- 
lation. Show them in addition that if the law can 
rightfully prescribe the hours when they shall not 
work it can just as readily prescribe the hours when 
they shal? work. In either case, the intervention 
of the law is the recognition of the principle of 
chattel slavery. 


The Friends, who are among the recipients of 
government money for the support of Indian 
schools, admit that there is likely to be an end put 
to the business, a committee appointed at the last 
yearly meeting at Baltimore reporting as follows: 

“There has been a disposition on the part of the 
Indian bureau to discourage the further extension, 
if not to abolish the government contract school sys- 
iem. Under the system the schools established by dif- 
ferent churches are assisted by government aid. Con- 
gress having appropriated $1,025,000 for the education of 
the Indian children, a large part of this amount is paid 
to denominational schools, the government allowing $167 
for each child per annum in tbese institutions. The 
Roman Catholics, having more schools than any other 
denomination, received a larger share of this sum, and 
this has caused some feeling among the Protestant 
churches and may lead to a withdrawal of government 
aid from all denominational schools.” 


This shows how the Catholics came to get the 
lion’s share of the appropriations, and the probable 
outcome of the quarrel illustrates anew the truth 
of the adage that when the despoilers of the people 
fall out among themselvs justice has a chance to 
come into its heritage. 


— ——— 

The legislativ season will soon be here. Con- 
gress and the law-making bodies of the states will 
get to work, and then will be the opportunity for 
the political Christians. During the next six months 
these meddlers will be more activ than ever before. 
We want each of our readers to consitute him- or 
herself & committee of one to keep watch of the 
enemies of the secular state. Report to us imme- 
diately every movement of the theocrats. Look out 
for new Sunday laws and attempts to more rigor- 
ously enforce old ones; watch for appropriations 
to the church and to institutions under the con- 
trol of the church; gather all the facts that 
you can in relation to the.exemption of church 
property from taxation; be vigilant in regard to 
religious teaching in the schools; note what is said 
and done about the employment and payment of 
chaplains; do not fail to keep informed and to in- 
form us as to the attacks which the anti-naturalists 
are sure to make on the agencies of: expression and 
transmission. Do not assume that the Editor 
will find out all about these things through 
the daily papers; there are hundreds of those 
journals, and there are only seven days in the 
week; something of vital importance to our cause 
may escape his eye and yours may catch it in 
the nick of time; it will be better for him to hav 


In an article in Kate Field’s Washington, V. T. 
Rann tells some stories about * The Dead Czar" 
and his family. Among the rest we find an account 
of the railroad wreck in which the Ozar and the 
royal household were “miraculously ” saved. The 
little Grand Duchess Olga and her English nurse 
were thrown down an embankment. The nurse let 


We may ask, 


| effect. 


his attention called to it several times than not 
to see it all So send along the items. In this 
! connection we will request’all the members of the 


Freethought Letter-Writing Corps and all others 


who will now engage to write one letter each week 
to the target selected by the Captain to send us 
their names and addresses, not for publication, but 
that we may know how many there are, and so be 
better enabled to direct their activities. 
make the coming year memorable in the annals of 
Secularism. 


Let us 


The Liberal Club. 
The bright lights of the German Masonic hall at 


220 Hast Fifteenth street, last Friday evening, put a 
gilt edge on the largest and handsomest audience 
that has attended any meeting of the Liberal Club 
this year. 
manly proportions and female loveliness, but camp- 
stools were elicited from their retirement, to be 
tested suspiciously and diffidently sat upon by late 
comers. r 
club on her hands on this occasion and presided with 
aplomb, provided the same be not too austere a 
word. The lecturer of the evening was Samuel P. 
Putnam, who discoursed 
Theosophy, and. Freethought.” 


Not only were all the chairs filled with 


Mrs. Beckwith, vice-president, had the 


about “Spiritualism, 


When the preliminaries had been attended to 


Mrs. Beckwith kindly presented the speaker to the 


audience and rang the jingle bell, as it were. Spir- 


itualism, said Mr. Putnam, offers a series of phe- 
nomena to the world, and solicits an explanation for 
the same. 
work he would dismiss the most of these phenom- 


In order to clear the ground for close 


ena as fraudulent. The series might be further re- 
duced by throwing out the large portion referable 
to delusion, while aberration of mind would also 
account fora great deal of the belief in spirits. As 
for the residuum, Mr. Putnam felt under no obliga- 
tion to deal with it, but he rejected the spiritualistic 
inference that the phenomena were produced by in- : 
telligences which once controled individuals now 
deceased, for the reason that the cause assigned 
was unnecessarily immense as compared with the 
It was a canon of logic, called the law of 
parsimony, he said, that in assuming a cause for any 
phenomenon we are not to assert one greater than 
is required to produceit. The spiritual theory pre- 
supposes a world of disembodied people millions of 


times more numerous than the inhabitants of the 


earth. All this to account for the scratching of a 
pencil on a slate, a few raps on a table, the 
thrumming of à guitar, or the appearance of human 
forms in the part of a darkened room where nobody 
was supposed to be located at the time. He held 
that the phenomena were insignificant as compared 
not only with what should be expected from so ex- 
tensiv a spirit world, but also as compared with the 
phenomena of this lesser physical world. Another 
canon of logic instanced by Mr. Putnam as one vio- 
lated by the spiritual hypothesis is that which for- 
bids us to assign an unknown cause until known 
causes hay been shown to be unequal to producing 
the effect He contended that for aught proved to 
the contrary the human mind contained the powers 
and potencies necessary to the production of all 
alleged spirit phenomena. 

Still, in spite of their shortcomings, Mr. Putnam 


held that Spiritualists were essentially Freethought 


people. The phenomena were but the shell of the 


philosophy; in themselvs were not new or unique 


and added nothing to human knowledge or belief, 
since spirit mythology is as old as the race. The 


value of modern Spiritualism is in its philosophy of . 
the unity of all life, personal responsibility as 
opposed to vicarious atonement, and eternal hope 
and progress as against the orthodox dogma of de- 
spair and the arrest of development at death. If 
there was another life the speaker believed it would 
be subject to the same law of progress that obtains 
in this. : 


Taking up Theosophy Mr. Putnam gave the gist 


of its doctrin, in which he took no stock; but as its 
philosophy affirmed evolution, the supremacy of 
reason, and the brotherhood of the race, he claimed 
that Theosophists belonged in the secular ranks.. 


The third division of the lecturer’s subject com- 
prised an exposition of Freethought in three aspects. 


Political Freethought is expressed in the Demands 


of Liberalism. Secondly, the articles of its creed, 


if it has any, are the facts of science. In place of 


the deity he would put humanity as an object of 
solicitude and affection. Here he introduced very 
effectivly the poem about Abou Ben Adhem. 

At the close of the lecture there was applause 
and a collection, both quite generous, and then the 
critics supervened. Mr. Wakeman was not compli- 
mentary to Spiritualism, and Wilson McDonald was 
not flattering toward Mr. Wakeman, and other 
speakers’ contributions to the debate were more an 
exposition of their own views than a criticism of 
what the lecturer had said; all which made it easy 
for Mr. Putnam in his closing remarks. 
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The Religion of Buddha.* 


Buddhism, the most widely spread of all religions, 
was founded by a Freethinker. 
Gautama Siddbartha and he claimed to be Buddha, 


the enlightened one, the teacher of gods and men 
But his re- 
ligion is different from other religions in so far as 
it has no dogmas, but enjoins its devotees to rely 
upon themselvs and hav no other guide than the 
* Hold fast to the truth as to a lamp” were 
the significant words of Buddha in his farewell ad- 
dress to his disciples before he died. He bowed 
to no authority, and set up no creed, no dogma. 
He denied the divine inspiration of the Vedas, re- 
fused to recognize castes, rejected rituals as irrele- 
vant, denounced sacrifices as inhuman, ridiculed 
prayer as useless, disdained to worship Brahma, 
exposed the fallacies of the belief in the creation of 
the world by a good Lord, and also in the existence 
of a soul entity. In a word, he opposed all the 
favorit notions of Brahmanism, the religion of his 
And yet he was not an irreligious man. On 
the contrary, he was a deeply religious man, 
certainly more religious than any of the priests 
Such was 
the influence of his powerful personality that 
his disciples spread his doctrin over all Asia, and 


who had found the way of salvation. 


- truth. 


time. 
who denounced him as irreverent. 


his religion has even in its aberrations preserved the 
moral earnestness of its founder. 

The life of Gautama Siddhartha was adorned 
with legends which bear a remarkable similarity to 
the accounts of the life of Jesus in the gospels. 
Buddha, like Christ, was of royal, not of priestly, 
lineage, and his life, while he was still a babe, was 
jeoparded by King Bimbisara in the same way that 
the infant Jesus’ was by Herod on account of the 
transcendent glory of his future. Buddha, like 
Christ, led a life of poverty. He wandered about 
without a home, without family, without property. 
Both Buddha and Christ lived like the lilies of the 
field and preached to all people, to rich and poor alike, 
without distinction of class, the deliverance from 
evil. Both Buddha and Christ were hailed soon 
after their birth as the saviors of the world by 
celestial spirits, by a religious prophet, and by 
sages. Devas, like the angels in the Christian gos- 
pels, sang hymns. Asita is the Christian Simeon, 
the Naga-rajas are the Magi. 

The apocryphal gospel of pseudo-Matthew con- 
tains a passage in which we are told that * when 
the most blessed Mary with her little infant had 
entered one of the temples in Egypt, all the idols 
fell prostrate on the earth.” The same story is told 
in the Thibetan Life of Buddha. The king, his 
father, took the child to the temple, but the Yaksha 
gods bowed down at his feet. When the king saw 
the Yaksha gods bow down at the child’s feet he 
said, * He is the God of gods," and the child was 
called Devadatta-deva. 

Both Buddha and Christ excelled their teachers. 
Both were tempted by the Evil One. Both pro- 
fessed it to bo their mission to establish on earth a 
kingdom of righteousness. Buddha sent out his 
disciples to preach the gospel, and he spoke as fol- 
lows: “Go ye now, O disciples, and wander, for the 
gain of the many, for the welfare of the many, out 
of compassion for the world, for the good, for the 
gain, and for the welfare of gods and men. Let no 
two of you go the same way. Preach, O disciples, 
the doctrin which is glorious in the beginning, glo- 
rious in the middle, glorious in the end, in the spirit 
and in the letter; proclaim a consummate, perfect, 
and pure life of holiness. There are beings whose 
mental eyes are covered by scarcely any dust, but 
if the doctrin is not preached to them they cannot 
attain salvation. They will understand the doctrin. 
And I will go also, O disciples, to Uruvela, in order 
to preach the doctrin.” 

Both Buddha and Christ * walked on the water." 
Both attended a marriage feast and helped the host 
by a miracle to entertain his guests. In Buddha’s 
presence, as we are told in the story of the marriage 
feast at Jambunada, a small ‘supply of food proves 
over and over sufficient for a great number of 
guests. The idea of turning water into wine at the 
marriage feast at Cana is un-Buddhistic. Both 
Buddha and Christ tried asceticism for a time and 
carried their fasts to the extreme, but both aban- 
doned self-mortification for a middle way, and were 
in consequence of it suspected, by former believers, 
of flagging in their religious zeal. (See Luke vii, 
19, and Matthew ix, 3.) 

Both Buddha and Christ were powerful preachers, 
and fond of parables, concentrating their teachings 
in pithy aphorisms, which were both impressiv and 
easily remembered. Both were keen thinkers and 
invincible in controversies, as & rule bringing the 
debate toa climax by presenting a dilemma, and 


* An address delivered at the National Congress of 
Freethinkers, Chicago, Saturday evening, Nov. 27, 1894. 


His name was 


always pressing the moral application of their 
theories. Both exercised an extraordinary in- 
fluence; they looked into the hearts of men and 
swayed their minds through purity of motiv and the 
authoritativ earnestness of their personality. Both 
objected to the traditional method of clinging to 
the letter of religious belief which is satisfied with 
rituals and prayers, and both substituted for it the 
spirit of religious devotion and moral conduct. 
Both loved to express their sentiments in paradoxes 


soul we preserve it; by non-resistance we conquer.” 


passions choke the growth of merit. 


leaders of the blind.” 
Both Buddha and Christ show an unexpected 


analogous to that of Christ in Samaria. 

Both Buddha and Christ were, like Krishna, 
transfigured shortly before death, and above all, 
both inculeated the utter extinction of desire, lust, 
and hate in their very germ, so as to forbid all 
assertion of self, even the resistance of evil, and 
both demand the practice of love of enemies. 

Remarkable as these parallels are, they by no 
means exhaust the subject; and the similarities are 
the more striking, as among the dissimilarities there 
are two which exhihibit an irreconcilable contrast. 
This contrast, which is well known to Buddhists 
themselvs, touches the two most vital points of re- 
ligious belief—the idea of a personal God-Creator 
and the conception of an individual soul-entity as a 
separate being, a thing in itself independent of the 
body. We read in Charles D. B. Mills’ book, “ Bud- 
dha and Buddhism,” p. 76: 


The regent of Lhassa declared perpetually to the 
Catholic missionaries Huc and Gabet, as they tell us, 
** Your religion is like our own, the truths are the same; 
we differ only in the explanation [exposition]. Amid all 
that you hav seen and heard in Tartary and Thibet you 
must hav found much to condemn; but you are to re- 
member that many errors and superstitions that you hav 
observed hav been introduced by ignorant Lamas, but are 
rejected by intelligent Buddhists.” Headmitted between 
us and himself only two points where there was disagree- 
ment—the origin of the world and the transmigrations of 
souls. *'T,et us examin them both together," said he to 
them again, '* with care and sincerity; if yours is the best 
we will accept it; how could we refose you? If. on the 
other hand, ours is best, I doubt not that you will be alike 
reasonable, and follow that.” 


Concerning Buddha’s Atheism the following pas- 
sage quoted from Max Muller's essay on * Buddhist 
Nihilism " is instructiv. Max Muller says: 


As to Atheism. it cannot be denied that. if we call the 
old gods of the Veda—Indra. and Agni, and Yama—gods, 
Buddha was an Atheist. He does not believe in the 
divinity of these deities. What is noteworthy is that he 
does not by any means deny their bare existence, just as 
little as St. Augustine and other fathers of the church en- 
deavored to sublimize or entirely explain away the exist- 
ence of the Olympian deities. The founder of Buddhism 
treats the old gods as superhuman beings, and promises 
the believers that they shall after death be reborn into 
the world of the gods, and shall enjoy divine bliss with 
the gods. Similarly he threatens the wicked that after 
death they shall meet with their punishment in the sub- 
terranean abodes and hells, where Asuras, Sarpas, Nagas, 
and other evil spirits dwell, beings whose existence was 
more firmly rooted in the popular belief and language 
than that even the founder of a new religion could hay 
dared to reason them away. But, although Buddha 
assigned to these mediatized gods and devils, palaces, 
gardens, and a court—not second to their former ones— 
yet he deprived them of all their sovereign rights, 
Although, according to Buddha, the worlds of the gods 
last for millions of years, they must perish, at the end of 
every Kalpa, with the gods and with the spirits who in 
the circle of births hav raised themselvs to the world of 
the gods. Indeed, the reorganization of the spirit world 
goes further still. Already, before Buddha, the Brab- 
mans had surmounted the low standpoint of mythological 
polytheism, and supplanted it by the idea of the Brah- 
ma as the absolute divine or super-divine power. at, 
then, does Buddha decree? To this Brahma also he 
assigns place in-his universe. Over and above the world 
of the gods with its six paradises, he heaps up sixtden 
Brahma worlds, not to be attained through virtue and 
piety only, but through inner contemplation, through 
knowledge and enlightenment. The dwellers in these 
worlds are already purelv spiritualized beings without 
body, without weight, without desire, far above men and 
gods. Indeed the Buddhist architect rises to a still more 
towering hight, heaping upon the Brahma world four 
still higher worlds, which he calls the world of the form- 
less. All these worlds are open to man, and the beings 
ascend and descend in thecircle of time, according to the 
works they hav performed, according to the truths they 
hav recognized, But in all these worlds the law of change 
obtains; in none is there exemption from birth, age, and 
death. The world of the gods will perish like that of 
men, even the world of the formless will not last forever, 
but the Buddha, the enlightened and truly free, stands 
higher, and will not be affected or disturbed by the col- 
lapse of the universe: Si fractus illabatur orbis impav- 
idum ferient ruina, : 


such as “ By giving away we gain; by losing our 


Both spoke in parables, and many subjects of their 
parables are the same; as such we mention the 
sower and the lostson; the worldly fool who builds 
a large residence with store-rooms, but dies sud- 
denly; the comparison of good deeds to seeds sown 
on good and bad soil, according to the nature of the 
people, illustrating the truth that in bad people the 
Buddha calls 
the Brahmans, and Christ the Pharisees, “ blind 


graciousness toward a woman sinner, and a Buddhist 
disciple had an encounter with a woman at a well 


Now, however, we meet with a vein of irony which one 
would hardly hav expected in Buddha. Gods and devils 
he had located; to all mythological and philosophical 
acquisitions of the past he had done justice as far 88 pos- 
sible. Even fabulous beings such as Nagas, Gandharvas, 
and Garudas, had escaped the process of dissolution which 
was to reach them later only at the hands of comparatiy 
mythology. Thereisonly one ides, ihe idea of & personal 
creator, in regard to which Buddha is relentless. Tt is 
not only denied, but even its origin, like that of an 
ancient myth, is carefully explained by him in its 
minutest details. 

Buddha thought it not necessary to play the part 
of a religious Don Quixote. He did not fight the 
wind-mills of mythological deities whose existence 
he knew to be doomed. But assoon as confronted 
with a serious problem he made no attempt at 
evading it but met it squarely and gave to his dis- 
ciples his unequivocal solution. 

Now it is strange that in these two points which 
constitute the main difference between Buddhism 
and Christianity, viz., the Christian belief in a per- 
sonal God and World-Crestor and the doctrin of the 
existence of an individual soul-entity, modern science, 
represented exclusivly by scientists educated in 
Christian schools and with a Christian tradition of 
two millenniums, will certainly side with Buddhism. 
There is scarcely anyone among our scientists who 
would be willing to indorse a creation out of noth- 
ing, and among our prominent psychologists few 
only will be found who adhere to the dualistic 
soul-conception which assumes the existence of a 
psychic agent behind the facts of soul-life. Never- 
theless, our popular conception of a Creator-God 
and an ego-soul are so deeply rooted in the minds 
of our people that, as a rule, they still consider 
these two ideas the indispensable foundations of all 
religion. RA 

Having studied of late the Buddhistic canon, I 
hav collected its most beautiful and characteristic 
passages and compiled from them a little volume 
called “The Gospel of Buddha,” which is to appear 
soon. As the contents of the book are taken from 
Buddhistic sources, they are unquestionably genuin.. 
The most important passages are literally copied 
from the translations of the original texts. The 
main work of the compiler has been the reduction 
of lengthy passages into brief condensations, the 
transcription of unintelligible parts into language 
that is understood by Western readers, and the 
omission of extravagancies which may please Ori- 
ental readers, but are not to the taste of the more 
sober Western mind. The quotation from Buddha’s 
farewell address to his disciples, which is literally 
taken from the Maha-pari-nibbana Sutta, will giv a 
good idea of the spirit of Buddhism. 

Ananda requested Buddha to speak once more to 
the disciples before his final passing away should 
take place, and Buddha said: 

* What, then, Ananda, does the order expect of 
me? I hay preached the truth without making 
any distinction between exoteric and esoteric doc- 
trin; for in respect of the truth, Ananda, the Tatha- 
gata has no such thing as the closed fist of a teacher 
who keeps some things back. 

‘Surely, Ananda, should there be anyone who 
harbors the thought, ‘It is I who will lead the 
brotherhood,’ or ‘ The order is dependent upon me,’ 
he should lay down instructions in any matter con- 
cerning the order. Now the Tathagata, Ananda, 
thinks not that it is he who should lead the brother- 
hood, or that the order is dependent on him. 

« Why, then, should the Tathagata leave instruc- 
tions in any matter concerning the order ? ; 

“I am now grown old, O Ananda, and full of 
years, my journey is drawing to its close, I hav 
reached the sum of my days, I am turning eighty 
years of age. ` 

* Just as a worn-out cart can only with much dif- 
ficulty be made to move along, so the body of the 
Tathagata can only be kept going with much addi- 
tional care. 

* Tt is only Ananda, when the Tathagata, ceasing 
to attend to any outward thing, becomes plunged 
in that devout meditation of heart which is con- 
cerned with no bodily object, it is only then that 
the body of the Tathagata is at ease. 

* Therefore, O Ananda, be ye lamps unto your- 
selvs. Rely on yourselvs, and do not rely on ex- 
ternal help. 

* Hold fast to the truth as a lamp. Seek salva- 
tion alone in the truth. Look not for assistance to 
any one besides yourselvs. 

* And how, Ananda, cana brother be a lamp unto 
himself, rely on himself only and not on any exter- 
nal help, holding fast to the truth as his lamp and 
seeking salvation in the truth alone, looking not 
for assistance to any one besides himself? 

* Herein, O Ananda, let a brother, as he dwells 
in the body, so regard the bcdy that he, being 
strenuous, thoughtful, and mindful, may, whilst in 
the world, overcome the grief which arises from the 
body’s cravings. 
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« While subject to sensations let him continue so 
to regard the sensations that he, being strenuous, 
thoughtful, and mindful, may, whilst in the world, 
overcome the grief which arises from the sensations. 

* And so, also, when he thinks, or reasons, or 
feels, let him so regard his thoughts that, being 
strenuous, thoughtful, and mindful, he may, whilst 
in the world, overeome the grief which arises from 
the eraving due to ideas, or to reasoning, or to 
feeling. 

« Those who, either now or after I am dead, shall 
be a lamp unto themselvs, relying upon themselvs 
only and not relying upon any external help, but 
holding fast to the truth as their lamp, and seeking 
their salvation in the truth alone, shall not look for 
assistance to any one besides themselvs, it is they, 
Ananda, among my disciples, who shall reach the 
very topmost hight! But they must be anxious to 
learn.” i 

This farewell speech contains the most important 
injunetion which Buddha imposed upon his disci- 
ples, and its spirit is characterized by the words 
* Hold fast to the truth as to a lamp.” For Buddh- 
ism, let me repeat once more, had no creed in the 
sense in which Christians or Mohammedans are 
required to believe their confessions of faith. 
Buddha rejects blind faith. He does not want his 
disciples to rely upon any Credo, and warns them not 
to accept any truth upon authority, not even upon 
his own, upon Buddha’s authority. There. is 
another remarkable passagé in the sacred writings 
of Buddhism, which, according to Oldenberg, reads 
as follows: . 

If ye now know thus, and see thus, O disciples, will ye 
then say: We respect the Master, and out of reverence 
for the Master do we thus speak? That we shall not, O 
sire. * °* * What ye speak, O disciples, is it not 
even that which ye hav yourselvs known, yourselvs seen, 
yourselvs realized? It is, sire. 

Would that all religions adopted this principle of 
Buddha’s! Would that it became the corner-stone 
of the Christian, the Jewish, the Mohammedan 
faith! The result would be that, perhaps slowly, 
but surely, the old traditional superstitions would 
be abandoned. Religion would be rationalized and 
become as it ought to be, only another name for the 
search after truth and the trust in truth. 


Pavt Canvs. 
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A Pious Plagiarist Scored. 


Professor Drummond’s “ Ascent of Man” has 
created quite a flutter of excitement among those 
people who are scarcely able to resist the evidences 
for evolution but who find it beyond their power to 
giv up their faith in Jesus and God. Mrs. Lynn 
Linton has a sharp and timely criticism of the pre- 
tentious volume in the Fortnightly Review for 
September. Here is a striking passage from her 
article : 


Christianity no more invented the family than it in- 
vented virtue. Indeed, what is original anywhere? The 
story of Antinous is that of sacrifice, all the same as are 
the stories of Abraham and Isaac, of Jephthah’s daugh- 
ter, of the old Greek demigods and Roman heroes, who 
gave themselvs for humanity and their country—that is, 
for the good of others, Nay, Christ himself had his 
forerunner in Krishna, and his doctrins were f. restalled 
by Confucius and Gautama, as in a sense by Plato and 
Socrates, We take exception to the unscientific and 
more than sickly tone of Professor Drummond’seulogium 
on the love which he asserts rules creation from the pro- 
toplastic base to the summit of human society at the end 
of the nineteenth century—the Professor himself stand- 
ing on the apex like the angel on the top of Sant’ Angelo. 
Without even a side glance to the truths of human life— 
to the war going on between capital and labor; between 
the Havs and the Hav-nots; between classes in England, 
races and religion in Ireland, anarchy and organization 
everywhere; between political opponents, and in society 
generally; between the nations which stand like dogs 
straining in the leash, held back only by economic con: 
siderations from hurling themselvs across the frontier in 
that deadly war so sure to come, nations armed to the 
teeth and ‘spoiling’ for the fight—we are treated to these 
mystical pzeans on Love in the abstract as the one pre- 
dominant factor of modern, that is, evoluted life, and the 
idea of justice is nowhere. 


Professor Drummond’s critic charges him with 
.having “coolly” taken as his own “ passages 
wherein Mr. Herbert Spencer has laid down princi- 
ples and adduced facts to support them,” and she 
adds that he has marred what he has thus bor- 
rowed from Spencer with “ unworkable sentimen- 
talities, to catch the taste of the uncritical and 
unscientifically educated public.” She continues: 


That he has succeeded in his aim is proved by the 
enormous success of his book—mere hash of other men’s 
labor as it is—a plagiarism from first tolast. Itis a thing 
of this kind which makes one despair of one’s generation. 
The greedy haste to swallow any form of quackery while 
neglecting truer and better-grounded expositions—the 
seeming inability to grasp first principles or to go to the 
fountain-head for knowledge—the curious pleasure taken 
in mysticism and sentimentality, and the no less curious 
aversion for the calm distinctness of science—the com- 
fort of phrases analogous to the blessed word Mesopota- 
mia—all point to a state of mental confusion which argues 
jl] for the future, and which certainly proves the present 


to be unsatisfactory. There is nothing which average 
people dislike more than precision of thought, the logical 
genesis of opinion, the root-work of a creed; nothing 
that delights them so much as picturesqueness of state- 
ment irrespectiv of its truth—as sentimentality irreduci- 
bie by logic or reason to anything resembling common 
sense. And, as the exponent of that form of pseudo- 
science which puts new wine into old bottles, and expects 
to make a good thing of the storage, Professor Drum- 
mond falfils all these conditions and supplies all these in- 
gredients in profusion. Hence his popularity. He brings 
his subject, which only the educated can rightly under- 
stand, down to the level of the ignorant. He strips 
science of her divinity and sends her out as a cottage 
maid, or, rather, as a young priest, of whom no one need 
be afraid. But he lets slip truth in this endeavor to ex- 
tract milk for babes out of the meat for men; and his 
rendering of synthetio philosophy is both inadequate and 
shallow. Whatever is true, is borrowed; whatever is 
false, strained, and inconclusiv, is his own. His sin is 
the sin of plagiarism, with the additional offense of dis- 
tortion in the lifting. 


The Reasons Supplied. 

In making appropriations of money for Christian 
missions the state makes itself the patron of relig- 
ion, and thereby violates the sacred rights of con- 
science. The government of the United States has 
done this for many years. It has granted large 
sums of money to both Catholics and Protestants 
to be used in the religious training of American 
Indians. Iam profoundly astonished at the Con- 
gressmen who hav voted for such appropriations, 
and I am still more astonished at the people for not 
protesting against this unjust and unconstitutional 
use of. their money. A large share of the money 
used for this purpose was taken from the pockets 
of Jews and other non-believers in the Christian re- 
ligion. In thus compelling them to support Chris- 
tianity they are robbed of the liberty of conscience. 
Every person who can read ought to know that this 
is a violation of the Constitution of the United 
States. He ought to know that every Congressman 
who votes for these appropriations violates his oath 
of office. But the wrong continues. The consen- 
sus of opinion in every state in the Union is that 
the federal government has no right to make any 
such use of the people’s money. But, knowing this, 
the representativs of the people, for reasons which 
they keep within the solitude of their own breasts, 
continue these unlawful appropriations.— Rev. Dr. 
Hawthorne. 

[The reasons which the politicians * keep within 
the solitude of their own breasts,” but which are 
well known to all observing people, are that the 
politicians dare not do otherwise than as they think 
the church wants them to do, and the church wants 
to receive every special privilege that the politician 
has it in his power to bestow. When Mr. Haw- 
thorne can make the controling forces in the church 
honest enough to refuse these appropriations, Sun- 
day laws, e£ al., he will find that the politicians will 
not try to force them on the church.—Eb. T. S.] 


Christianity and Slavery. 

Christian teaching was neither the sole nor the 
chief cause of the abolition of slavery. Slavery was 
first condemned as a violation of natural right by 
certain Greek philosophers long before the Chris- 
tian era; and legislation of a kind favorable to 
emancipation was initiated by Koman jurists im- 
bued with the spirit of Stoicism long before the 
conversion of the empire to Christianity. The eco- 
nomical disadvantages of forced labor and the 
closing of the slave-markets by a series of political 
and military events quite unconnected with religion 
did the rest; and it is notorious that the human 
chattels of the religious houses were the last to be 
manumitted. With the discovery of America and 
opening up of Africa came a revival of the hateful 
institution under forms worse than any known to 
classical antiquity; and in this revival some very 
pious Christians bore a prominent part, while none 
that I know of raised a protest against it. At last 
a protest came, but it was uttered by the Rational- 
istic philosophers of the eighteenth century, and 
was first put into the form of law by the anti- 
Christian convention of France. So with the whole 
emancipating movement of modern times. In all 
its phases it has been originated and supported by 
Rationalists, and, until lately, has counted many de- 
vout religious believers among its opponents. I 
am well aware that quite recently the public opin- 
ion of the religious world has undergone a great 
change in this respect—a change well illustrated 
by the very book I am reviewing—but it is a change 
for which their religion is no more to be thanked 
than for their acceptance of the Darwinian theory, 
both being due to the serpentine rather than to the 
dovelike qualities of pietism.—.4. W. Benn, in the 
Academy. 


No passion so effectually robs the mind of all its 
powers of acting and reasoning, as fear.— Edmund 
Burke. 


Freethought Progress. 
During the period of two months three thousand copies 
of ‘Force and Matter,” translated by our friend Ten 
Bokkel, hav been sold in Holland, : 


The Belgian Freethinkers hav now & song-book for 
children. *.*.° The Freethought Federation of Belgium 
held a special congress on September 2d, at Brussels. 
The congress was well attended and in every respect a 
decided success. 

The Ramon Chies memorial fund is slowly creeping up. 
It has now reached the six thousand pesetas mark. 
peseta is equal to a franc, or about 19 cents. A 
grand anti-clerical demonstration is to be held at Barce. 
lona, Spain. The invitation contains among its signatures 


the names of thirty-four professors of different Spanish — 


universities. 

Since the death of Dr. Ed. Schwella, Dr. Panthel 
has assumed the leadership of the Vienna Free Religious 
Society, and the editorship of Der Lichtfreund. *.-.° 
The Austrian minister of agriculture stated in a length 
speech in the congress of that country that the only solu- 
tion of all social trouble lies in a return to faith in God. 
Representativ Pernerstorfer took his excellency down 
amidst the applause of the Liberals. 

During the last two months six new societies hav j ined 
the French Freethought Federation. À poor mem- 
ber of the Roman Catholic church committed suicide at 
Caudebeec-lés-Elbeuf, France. The priest would not 
officiate. The Freethinkers of the village took the 
matter in hand, and the poor suicide had a first-class 
funeral. °. The annual French Freethought congress 
was held November 1st, at Paris. The congress dis- 
cussed the following subjects: The necessity of adopting 
an anti-clerical program by the electoral committee, and 
making the same known among the masses; organization 
of secular and social festivals among Freethinkers; ore- 
mation, eto. 


A new fully revised edition of ‘‘ Force and Matter ” has 
been published in Germany. The revision was by Pro- 
fessor Buchner himself. *.*.* During the fiscal year 
1893-94 sixty-four lectures were delivered to the Free Re- 
ligious Society in Berlin. The Sunday-scheol was 
attended by five hundred and twenty children, and the 
membership of the society consisted last March of 2.775 
adults. Professor George H. Schodde, writing to 
the Independent from Germany, does not seem to take & 
very hopeful view of the theological outlook there. He 
says that ‘‘ the new and most powerful factor in German 
theological thought is the school of the late Professor 
Ritschl,” and he describes the tenets of this school as 
being subversiv of such fundamental Christian dogmas as 
**the pre-existence and the eternal sonship and divinity 
and virgin birth of Christ, his work of atonement, the 
trinity, the inspiration of the scriptures, and other essen- 
tials.” And yet these men claim to be Christians! ‘‘The 
antitheses now put forth between the conservativ and the 
advanced clans are more fundamental than ever, involving 
as they do the very heart principles of evangelical Chris- 
tianity and theology.” One of the latest victories of this 
classis the capture of the dogmatical chair of Jena, held for 
decades by Lipsius. Its influence has extended to France 
and found ‘‘ warm adherence among the French Protest- 
ants. Its three leading organs—a bi-monthly, a bi- 
weekly, and a weekly—are all skilfully edited and are 
aggressiv in tenor and tone." Evangelical Christianity 
cannot extend the hand of fellowship to the protagonists 
of this kind of theology. *'It would be ecclesiastical 
and theological suicide todo so. A reconstruction of 
evangelical theology slong these lines can be possible 
only at the sacrifice of its heart’s blood,” says Professor 
Schodde. And yet evangelicism seems to be reduced to 
a choice between this suicide and surrender to undis- 
guised Freethought. 


Dr. Briggs says of the Higher Criticism and its oppo- 
nents: ‘‘The investigation must go on all the same. It 
matters little how many oppose it. It may delay the end; 
it cannot prevent it, It may make the investigation a 
holy war, and the establishment of its result a catastro- 
phe to the faith and life of its opponents. But the 
Normal deyelopment of the investigation is the calm, 
steady, invincible march of science.” * The city 
council of Winnipeg will make churches which bring 
professional entertainments to the city pay a license fee 
of twenty-five dollars: If shows in secular halls and on 
the streets must pay a license, why should not those which 
seek the shelter of church walls? -*.'.* Unity says: ‘‘ By 
forces quite irrepressible, the University of Chicago must 
eventually become a seat of learning in the interests of 
morals and religion on a basis far removed from the pre- 
scribed elements of any denomination or orthodox limita- 
tion," One hundred years ago the man who criti- 
cised the sermon was likely to be fined in this land of the 
free. One hundred years ago the whipping-post and 
pillory were still standing in New York and Boston (and 
now Commodore Gerry wants to get them back).  *.-.' 
At Amenia, N. Y., a preacher has lately been installed in 
the Presbyterian church after he had declared his disbe- 
lief in the Calvinistio dootrin of preterition. The Pres- 
bytery of the North river accepted him in spite of his 
heresy. Ministers must be growing scarce, for, as the 
Sun remarks, ‘‘preterition is a fundamental postulate of 
Oalvin’s theological system, which is the groundwork of 
Presbyterianism.” But if this minister’s “heart” is 
growing tender his intellect is losing its capacity for log- 
ical thinking, for if there is an infinit God and if any 
man or woman goes to hel] that man or woman was fore- 
doomed to hell by that infinit God. The board of 
review of assessments of Milwaukee refused to comply 
with the request of Bishop Katzer to take off the tax 
assessed on his residence. Had it been held by the 
church it would hav been exempt. The board wili also 
investigate the exemption of the residence of Presiding 
Elder Creighton of the Methodist church. We hav 
received Freniad (** Forward”), a weekly Scandanavian 
paper published at Sioux Falls, S. D., and we find it a 
twin brother in sentiment to Hodhuggeren. The 
excommunicated Canadian paper, the Canada, Revue, has 
changed its name to Le Reveil, but its principles remain 
the same, s 
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‘ever to be gathered into the orthodox fold. I can 
not enumerate all the generous supporters whom I 
found in Bangor and vicinity. Mr. C. A. Southard, 
Irving Southard, H. M. Overton and all his family 
for three generations, Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Wood, 
Polk Wood, F. J. Overton, J. L. Willis, etc.; these 
names represent families and associations of Free- 
thinkers that will be influential and durable in this 
place. The flag is now flung to the breeze and it 
will not be taken down. I shall count ita great 
pleasure to meet these friends again in some future 
campaign. A successful and brilliant opening has 
certainly been made and I do not expect to find 
more enthusiastic or splendid allies than in Bangor. 

Among those present were Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Johnson, of South Haven. My old friend Lewis, 
of Goldthwaite, Tex., will recognize these friends 
when I introduce them in the pages of Taz TRUTH 
Sexxer. Mrs. Johnson is the daughter of the 
Texan pioneer. 

It is snowing when I leave Bangor Tuesday 
morning. The great election day is on and the 
political landslide all over the country, but as I can 
not vote I let things take their way. I travel so 
much that, though I feel at home in every state, I 
cannot cast a ballot inany. I presume the country 
is safe just the same. Friend Reichwald did more 
than vote, however. He was judge of election and 
was at his post continuously from five o’clock 
Tuesday morning until four o’clock Wednesday 
morning. This is like serving one’s country on the 
field of battle, and requires both pluck and 
patriotism. 

My next point from Bangor is the Liberal Club, 
New York, where I am Friday evening, November 
9th. I am glad to meet old comrades again on 
this historic field of intellectual combat. It has 
now a lady president, Mrs. Beckwith, who presides 
with grace and dignity and knows when to use the 
gavel. A more extended notice of my lecture, I 
hope, will be given by the * Man With the Badge- 
pin." A fine audience was présent, and the Liberal 
Club still flourishes as one of the lights of the world 
and the platform scintillates with every variety of 
thought. SawvEL P. PurNAM. 


After Grover. 

The Dallas Freethinkers, says & dispatch, dated 
Nov. 4th, to the Galveston JVews, did business to- 
night at the old stand on Ervay street. About 
sixty people were present, and they proceeded to 
wrestle with the president of the United States, by 
clearly expressed. The weather was not so favor- pinus Ben: pis cued cil is M 
able as I wished. It rained one or two evenings, President Cleveland : ^ 
Tibet aaa 8 d n ber and as many 9 f my |. To GROVER OrzvzLAND, President of the United States 

ends lived in the country it made it diffi- | —Dear Sir: Having read your proclamation, we make 
cult for them to attend. On pleasant evenings the | bold to ask you the following questions: , 
house was full. On the stormy evenings it was|. 1. Is there a constitutionally recognized church in the 
nearly full, and the interest continued unabated. Tura B cya the head of this church? 
ix "he prete eiua d pfo aa 8. Does the office of president confer with it the posi- 


; t tion of the head of any church? 
would hav been occupied. As it was I hav every |, 4. As the head of the church hav you the right to speak 
reason to feel encouraged at the outlook, and to 


in your official capacity as president? — . 

thank the Liberals of Bangor for their stanch devo- o s a president, hav yot any authority to deus dhuroh 
: " " raer 
lion and presence, rain or shine, at the meetings.| 6. In so doing are 
The work at Bangor shows what can be done in a | With affairs of state? 
thousand communities in this country, if a few 7. o2 you romener a part z the Dnuo pi 
fearless and persistent Freethinkers will push | ey Oongross amall make no laws respecting the ostab- 
things and bring out the real progressiv thongrt in eer bL M DM M CU M M 
the minds of the people. The majority of the peo-| 8. If you do not get your authority from Congress, 
ple are out of the trammels of the church, only | Whence doesit come? ‘ : T 
they do not know it—they hav not heard Fres- 9. Are you not openly insulting every American citizen 
thought lectures oz read Freethought when you assume, as president, the authority of a pope? 

I chall d ghi papers. 10. If the order be buts form, as may be urged, is it 

, hallenged the clergymen of the place to meet | not bad form to exceed the constitutional rights con- 

me in open debate, but none answered. I suppose abba on the president by AOE Sg you hav done in the 
they will reserve thei ; matter of issuing religious orders 
leat: ier inn alonesua or ea e T honghi _ 11. What authority hav you to stamp or brand a relig- 
, y; but 1 am will- | ious bull with the great seal of the United States? 
ing to leave my facts and arguments with the com- 
mon sense ofthe people and do not fear the tri- 
umph of the enemy. The Freethinkers of Bangor 
are fully able to defend themselvs. They occupy 
leading positions in the community and are re- 


12. Hav you any constitutional authority to command 
or even suggest that people observe any religious feast or 
festival? : 

As believers in a secular government and religious 
worship and the right to worship according to the dic- 
tates of conscience, or not at all, we condemn your ac- 

spected by all, and their convictions are backed by | tion and appeal to the people to put a stop to this mode 
character. of religious meddling. 
I found, indeed, a very congenial atmosphere in 
Bangor—plenty of intelligence and progressiv 
spirit—and the whole time of my stay was stimulat- 
ing and enjoyable. 
I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. F. N. 
Overton, and it was a delightful sojourn for the 
Secular Pilgrim. Among the companions of this 
Freethought fireside were Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Ben- 
scotter, who, although they believe in the spiritual 
life beyond the horizon of this world, are still 
intensely interested in all that concerns the welfare 
and progress of humanity to-day. In the sunset of 
age they hav not lost the golden freshness of life’s 
morning. The children of the household, Glenn 
and Essie Overton, were constant in their attend. 
ance at the lectures, and hav too much Freethought 


News and Notes. 


I am glad that the annual congress has turned 
out to be such a cheering success. It was pleasant 
to meet so many comrades and to work so harmoni- 
ously together. It is needless for me to giv any 
further account of this great gathering, for ample 
reports hav been published in the papers. We hav 
laid out a good basis for progress. There will be 
a consolidation of all our forces, and we shall be 
ready to meet any emergency in the defense of 
human rights. 

After the labors of the Congress, it was a delight- 
ful change to meet the Liberals of Bangor, Mich., 
in the first campaign for Freethought in that place. 
Arrangements for six lectures in the Opera House 
were made by F. N. Overton, and a wave of excite- 
ment was in the community. There are four 
churches in Bangor with an average attendance of 
three hundred in a population of two thousand in 
the township. For fifty years—ever since the settle- 
ment of the country—there has been no opposition 
to speak of to the ancient faith. It has pursued 
the even tenor of its way, and Christians hav dozed 
comfortably in their church pews and the ministers 
preached hell-fire without making any particular 
impression or creating extra warmth in the hearts 
of their listeners. But now something new was 
appearing. The Freethinker was in the land, 
and the other side of the question was to be 
heard. This was indeed a novel enterprise, and 
what would come of it was the absorbing ques- 
tion. The Infidel was something so entirely un- 
expected that the faithful did not know exactly 
what kind of a picture might enlighten their per- 
turbed imagination. Whether the Infidel had horns 
or hoofs was a matter to be decided only by actual 
observation. 

However, Freethought had been growing in the 
community for many, many years. In the back- 
woods it had flourished with the stroke of the ax 
and the furrow of the plow. The pioneers had not 
battled with nature without seeing the real truth 
of things and that science was better than theology. 
And so the Freethinker found a cordial welcome in 
this prosperous and advancing community. The 
Opera House was filled on the first night. Two or 
three clergymen were present, and a large sprink- 
ling of Christian believers, although the majority of 
the audience were evidently in favor of Freethought 
and found that it was in agreement with their own 
common sense and humanity. It was what they 
had thought all along, only it had never before been 


you not mixing religious matters 


S. P. Putnam’s lecture appointments: 
Philadelphia, Pa., Nov. 18th. 
Cincinnati, O., Nov. 25th. 

Blair, Wis., Dec. 1, 2. 

Grafton, N. Dak., Dec. 5-7. 
Hoople, N. Dak., Dec. 8, 9. 
Park River, N. Dak., Dec. 10-12. 
Conway. N. Dak., Dec. 13-15. 
Fargo, N. Dak., Dec. 18-20. 

St. Charles, Minn., Dec. 22, 23. 

San Marcial, N. M., Dec. 29 to Jan. 2. 
Mr. Putnam will lecture during the month of January 
at Prescott, Arizona. It is hoped that friends in the | 
vicinity and throughout Arizona will make arrangements 
for lectures at this time, and push the Freethought work. 
Mr. Putnam will also arrange to lecture in New Mex- 
ico, Colorado, and Kansas on his return from Arizona. 
Those wishing lectures in any of these states will commu- 
nicate with S. P. Putnam, 234 South Water street, Ohi- 
oago, ; i 


| pocrisy. 


Observations. 


What is the matter with the A. P. A.? Is it all 
right or is it not? The answer will depend upon 
the reader's race, political color, and previous con- 
dition of religious servitude. Protestants generally 
do not make any audible objections to the associa- 
tion, while Catholics just despise it. Again, the 
adherent of the Republican party bears the order 
no ill-will, but Democrats regard it as a mortal 
enemy. Once more, its membership is almost ex- 
clusivly unceltie, and the Irish are extraneous to 
it. Thus it is a question whether the A. P. A. was 
organized by Protestants to down the Catholics, by 
Republicans to beat the Democrats, or by Yankees 
to freeze out the Hibernians. However the ques- 
tion is answered, the fact cannot be disguised that, 
politieally, the Catholies are downed, the Demo- 
crats are beaten, and the temperature surrounding 


‘the Irish office-seeker is extremely cold. 


If the members of the A. P. A. are to be believed, 
the purpose of the order is to divorce the Catholic 
church from the American state. They say that © 
the Catholic church is.& political machine whose 
operators aim at absolute control of the con- 
sciences and liberties of us all; which is true. The 
Catholic church approaches as near to the in- 
famous as anything I know of except those branches 
of the Protestant church which most closely resemble 
it. It commits and defends, I believe, all crimes ex- 
cept the capital one of murder, and its record is not 
clear of that offense. It terrifies the ignorant with 
its hoc-est-corpus, and bullies the enlightened by 
the power of its wealth and political influence. It 
imprisons women in its nunneries; it steals from 
the public treasury to support its schools and re- 
formatories, which are training-grounds for the 
church and the penitentiary. Its religious teach- 
ing is fraud touched with superstition, and its his- 
tories are mostly lies that no reasonable person can 
believe. Its charity is speculation in misfortune, 
and its philanthropy is business enterprise con- 
ducted on a basis of cringing and sycophantic hy- 
As a swindle, it has no respectable com- 
petitors among the green goods men, bunco steer- 
ers, and lottery agents. They are outclassed. Its 
only rival is its offspring, the Protestant machine. . 

Considering these serious objections to the 
Catholic church as a shaper of the destinies of 
America, it is quite natural that the A. P. A. should 
spring up. The wonder is that citizens who be- 
lieve in a non-Catholic state hav not previously 
combined. In spite of all that has been. said 
against the American Protectiv Association, I hold 
that this combination is proper and necessary, 80 
long as such union of church and state exists as 
permits our legislature to raise money for the ex- 
penses of the state, and appropriate the same to 
pay the expenses of running the pope’s religious 
institutions. It follows that keeping Catholics out 
of office is the legitimate work of an organization of 
this kind, because the more Catholics we elect to 
positions of trust, the more we shall be robbed in 
the manner here deprecated. The question of re- 
ligious liberty has been raised by the orators of the 
party threatened by the boycott of Catholics; but 
that religious liberty which permits a Catholic to 
hold office is not violated, I think, if in the exercise 
of it I vote against him. The portion of the Con- 
stitution which provides that “no religious test 
shall ever be required as a qualification to any office 
of public trust” places no restrictions on the voter 
and therefore has nothing to do with the case. It 
means that an officer-elect shall not hav his religious 
belief inquired into when he takes the oath of office. 
It does not mean that a Freethinker is to ignore 
the fact that a Roman Catholic candidate is pledged 
by his alliance with the church to violate that other 
article of the Constitution which says * Congress 
shall make no law respecting the establishment of 
religion.” The article touching the matter of relig- 
ious qualifications is notoriously disregarded in the 
appointment of chaplains, whose only qualification 
is a religious one; and the other article is shoved 
aside to make room for laws prejudicial to the 
Demands of Liberalism. A vote for a Catholic is a 
vote against those demands, and the American citi- 
zen is a mule if he does not use all honest means 
to elect a secularist instead—not on account of the 
Catholic’s belief, but because he conceives it his 
duty to rob the taxpayer for the benefit of the 
church. 

The A. P. A-ist is objectionable not because he 
opposes the Catholic church, but because, having 
removed the Romish ineubus he would substitute 
the Protestant succubus that equally plays the 
devil with secular institutions. He” loses sight of 
the great truth that the two churches are mother 
and daughter, of the same blood and both tough. 
The old lady has her appointments with one polit- 
ical party, the girl with the other; and neither will 
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hesitate to throw off on her partner when he loses 
his job. The Democratic party just now has the 
Catholic church and Tammany on its hands. The 
Republican party has the Protestant church and 
the A. P. A. If their contests in the future prove 
to be Kilkenny cat symposiums, the Pops will be 
tickled to death. 


The brilliant enterprise of the Light of Truth, 
a Spiritualist paper, in securing the late Dr. 
A. B. Dobson as. a heavenly correspondent has 
been materially dimmed by its contemporary, the 
Spirit of Truth, a little sheet published away off 
in Arkansaw, which now claims Luther Colby as 
its editor. When Mr. Colby, editor of the Banner 
of Light, went to his reward on October 7th, his 
friends expected that he would lose no time in com- 
municating with the office where he spent so great 
apart of his earthly life. But it appears that Mr. 
Colby has fooled them, for instead of making him- 
self known in Boston as aforesaid, he went West, 
where, according to the Spirit of Truth, he has or- 
ganized the “Colby Band of Spirit Editors,” with 
mundane headquarters at the office of that journal 
in Hot Springs, Ark. In his communication there 
are several items of interest. Apologizing for not 
returning to the Banner household, he says that 
the friends there did not need “coddling,” while 
he regarded it as his first duty to search out those 
who had been averse to him in earth life and assure 
them of his forgivness. Among such antagonists 
was Dr. Cook, editor of the Spirit of Truth. An- 
other was John C. Bundy, but on meeting in the 
spirit world, they (Mr. Colby and the Bundy spook) 
embraced each other, “whilst the very heavens 
vibrated and rang with the anthems of praise and 
shouts of angelic joy that arose from the united 
voices of the unnumbered, vast concourse of re- 
deemed beatific souls as we both, then and there 
forgave each other, and became everlasting spiritual 
friends in an inseparable oneness of spiritual love.” 
While in Boston Mr. Colby did not write that kind 
of slush; spirits, however, never write anything 
else. I cannot imagin Luther Colby saying that 
he feels “like a newly hulled chestnut that has just 
shed its burr,” because I doubt that he ever was a 
chestnut, which, I take it, an individual must neces- 
sarily bein order to know how it feels to be shucked ; 
yet the alleged communication puts those words in 
his mouth. Chestnuts! 

It is to be observed that the Banner of Light, 
Mr. Colby’s old paper, publishes no communication 
from its departed editor. It is just possible that 
the respect which Mr. Colby’s surviving friends hav 
for his memory forbids that exhibition of mendacity. 
Perhaps they regard spirit messages as Dr. Dobson 
did his own medicins—quite profitable as an article 
of commerce, but not to be taken by the com- 
pounder. There may be this further analogy, that 
as the doctor's medicins all came out of the same 
bottle, so the messages produced by a medium all 
hav their origin in the same brain. 

I heard the other day, from one who had been a 
member of Dr. Dobson’s family, quite an enlighten- 
ing bit of information. The doctor had the repu- 
tation of being an independent slate writer; and so 
he was. His method wasto lay a piece of paper on 
a slate and to write thereon quite independently of 
spirits or any other influences. Such messages as 
the Spirit of Truth medium givs to the world with 
Luther Colby’s name attached hav the same self- 
reliant character. 

The New York Sun attributes the Democratic 
reverses to President Cleveland’s indifference and 
Populism in the party, but Mr. T. Platt, manager 
of the Republican machine in this state, declares it 
was Providence that did it. Mr. Dana should take 
a balloon and “go higher up." 


Last June a parcel of male and female doctors 
who kill or cure illegally were arrested in this city 
by agents of a sort of vice society and charged with 
malpractice. Not a single one of them was ever 
tried, and the last witness before the Lexow com- 
mittee, Dr. Newton Whitehead, told the reason 
why. The case turns out to be that the physicians 
were “pinched” as a blackmailing proposition, and 
that upon the payment by them of money to be 

' divided between the agents, the lawyers, and the 
courts, the prosecution was dropped. The leader 
in this felony was one Joseph Britton, who will be 
remembered as having done a fugleman’s work in 
the arrest of D M. Bennett. He was then in the 
employ of Anthony Comstock, who taught him first 
to prosecute vice and then to squeeze it. It is not 
comforting to hear that among the lawyers who 
took money from the criminals to “fix” the court 
was Hugh O. Pentecost. If Britton’s society and 
Comstock’s society and Parkhurst’s society were 
not of the same brood, it might be hoped that in 


the course of the Lexow committee's investigations: 
the rascals would hav the bright light of publicity 
thrown upon them. It is written, however, in the 
book of probabilities, that when Mr. Goff takes the 
elevator to go higher up he will not linger at the 
floor where these buzzards roost. E 


, Mr. L. G. Reed, whose writings brace a man up 
like & drink of ginger-and-water in the hay-field, has 


just published a booklet of poems and essays—or |. 


jingles and prose pieces; as he calls them. I read 
Mr. Reed's articles in Tux Truru Szzxer long be- 
fore I learned that he was kin to the Reeds who 
used to go to school at the North End district in 
Surry, N. H., when I, aged 10, studied aliquot parts 
and least common multiples at “middle-town” next 
to Sam Poole’s blacksmith shop. The Reeds were 
a good sort of people, who went soberly about their 
business. I often saw the old folks jogging by in 
their reliable pleasure wagon, as well as the younger 
ones with their smarter rigs, and I recollect that 
everybody spoke well of them. I remember this 
because, being myself a hard formation, and learn- 
ing my lessons not by study but by the immediate 
assistance of the devil, respectable citizens attracted 
my attention and I wondered how it felt to be good. 
From the appearance of some known to be not 
only good but pious, I got a notion that it hurt. 
There is not much Liberalism in New Hampshire. 
Thought is petrified about as permanently as the 
granit hills. People there are divided, according 
to the loeal idea, into Christians, Catholies, and 
Spiritualists. The Christians are the Protestants; 
the Catholics are adherents of the “ Irish religion,” 
and “Spiritualists” include all unbelievers, whether 
Materialists or otherwise. There is so little thought 
on the subject of religion that, though the inhabi- 
tant may hav his opinion of the folks who go to the 
other meeting-house, he would be surprised if you 
should ask him to explain the difference between 
his creed and theirs. The old lady who borrowed 
Tue Truru Seexer and read it piously every Sun- 
day for a year previous to her death, under the im- 
pression that it was a religious journal, and then 
died in the hope of a glorious resurrection, was 
fairly representativ of the rest of the population. 
To return to Mr. Reed's book, it is the kind that 
should be circulated in that state. Its unorthodoxy 
is so frequently emphasized throughout its pages 
that even the common mind as it is in New Hamp- 
shire would detect its drift, and the same common 
mind, being shrewd if not enlightened, would see 
there was truth in the darned thing after all. I 
can tell without going there just how it would be 
clandestinly passed from one to another until a 
copy had been read by everybody in a given neigh- 
borhood except the children and the unmarried. 
There is nothing in it to shock the mind of a child 
or to agitate the bosom of a vestal, but New Eng- 
land parents, though broader than they are long 
in their ‘speech, are peculiarly narrow as to their 
literature. Mr. Reed’s jingles especially would 
prove a center shot at the New Hampshire under- 
standing, which is naturally receptiv toward rhyme. 
While his prose might awaken reflection and doubt, 
his poetry would create a sensation. As an exam- 
ple, select his verses on the Bible story of the flood. 
They would read it because it is quaint and humor- 
ous. And the last stanza would stay with them 
like the sting of a bumblebee. It is pointed, and 
good poetry: 
The bended knees and lifted hands 
Implore the gods in vain ; 
Not all the priests of all the lands 
E’er brought or stayed the rain. 


: Some reader may recognize in these remarks a 
description of people he knows outside of New 
Hampshire. If so, Mr. Reed’s book will be useful 
there also. It is calculated to quicken all those who 
are in the stage of arrested development. 


Faith, hope, and charity are not greater than 
duty, humility, and self-sacrifice. (1) By working 
the Duty racquet, conscientious persons may often 
be induced to assist the undeserving, who are as a 
rule the persons most profited by the exercise of 
that virtue; for which reason they are the most 
persistent in pointing out its demands. (2) In the 
practice of Humility we assure the author of our 
being that his works are imbecil, which must be 
somewhat humiliating to him. It is well that the 
most high should occasionally be called down. 
(3) Self-sacrifice means that we must deny ourselvs 
small favors and temporary pleasures in order that 
we may enjoy those which are great and enduring. 
It follows, then, that he who most sincerely 
desires to exercise the virtue here discussed will 
content himself with the lesser benefits, and, by a 
supreme act of self-sacrifice, forego the everlasting 
reward. Gro. E. Macponaup. į 


Lectures and Meetings. 
Cox. R. Q. IxaERSonr's lecture route is as follows : 


Nov. 16......... Columbus, O Dec. 1.. New Bedford, Mass 
Nov. 17 ............. Dayton, O Dee. 2........... Boston, Mass 
Nov. 18........Cincinnati, O Dee. 3....... Haverhill, Mass 
Nov. 19 ............... Elyria, O Dec. 4........... Portland, Me 
Nov. 20.......... Cleveland, O Dec. 5............. Lynn, Mass 
Nov. 91. ............. Toledo, O Dee. 6......... Concord, N. H 
Nov. 29............. Warren, O Dee. 7......Manchester, N.H. 
Nov. 283....Jamestown, N. Y Deo. 8....... Brockton, Mass 
Nov. 24.......... Buffalo, N. Y Deo. 9.. ...Providenee, R. I 
Nov. 25...... Brooklyn, N. Y Deo. 10....Fall River, Mass 
Nov. 26...Bridgeport, Conn Dec. 11. New London, Conn 
Nov. 27....... Holyoke, Mass Dec. 16... Washington, D. O 
Nov. 28....Springfield, Mass Deo. 17. ....... Richmond, Ya 


. 29 Northampton, Mass Dec. 19..., Philadelphia, Pa 
. 80.... Worcester, Mass Dec, 20....... Baltimore, Md 


J. E. Remssure left home October 27th, and is now on 
his way east. He spoke in Chicago, October 28th; Mar- 
seilles, Ill., 29th; Ellsworth, Ill., 30th; Martinsville, Ill., 
81st; Redmon, nm Nov. 1st; Carbon, Ind., 9d; New 
Ross, Ind., 3d and 4th; Lebanon, Ind., 5th and 6th; 
Greentown, Ind., 8th; Marcelona, Mich., 10th and 11th; 
Elk Rapids, Mich., 12th and 18th; Hersey, Mich., 14th; 
Hubbardston, Mich, 15th and 16th. His appointments for 
the next three weeks are as follows: 


Nov. 18......... Detroit, Mich Nov. 26-28....... Cortland, O 
Nov. 18..............Toledo, O Nov. 29........... Gustavus, O 
Nov. 19, 90....... Delphos, O Nov. 80.......... Castile, N. Y 
Nov. 21................. Lima, O Deo. 1....... Ridgeway, N. Y 
Nov. 22.. Mechaniesburg, O Dec. 2....... Lockport, N. Y 
Nov. 93............. ewark, O Dec. 8.......... Dundee, N Y 
Nov. 24. Lexington, O Dec. 4, 5.. Pultneyville, N. Y 
Nov. 925.............. Shreve, O Dec. 6 ......... Oswego, N. Y 


Tux Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free. All welcome. Program for November: 


November 20th—‘* Browning’s Statue and Bust." Geo. 

rown. 

November 27th—‘‘ From Barter to Banknotes.” John 8. 
urham. 


Radical Library open 7.30 to 10 p.m. Dues 15 cents 
per month. 


Tum Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, Now 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for November: 


November 16th—‘‘American Socialism.” Henry Nich- 
ols. 

November 23d—‘‘ The Political Aspect of Socialism.” 
Delmore Elwell. 

November 30th—‘‘ The Inheritance Tax. 
Danger? Walter 8. Logan. 


Tse Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for November, 1894: 

November 18th—‘‘ Why Democracy is the Best Form of 
Government." S. H. Nichols. 

November 25th—‘‘ How to Make the World Happier.” 
H. A. Powell. 


Tun Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Knabe Hall, 26 W. Fourth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for November: 

November i8th—''Has the Belief in God been Detri- 
mental to Man?" B. A. Roloson. 

November 25th—‘‘The Mistakes and Superstitions of 
Jesus." S.P. Putnam. 


Lectures commence at 7:45 p.m., sharp. All lectures 
are followed by free criticism and discussion. All are 
invited to attend. 


Is Property in 


Tux Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 
November 18th—lecture by Samuel P. Putnam. 

Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 

Tu Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 82 Monroe avenue. 


James Payn, in his ‘‘Gleams of Memory,” says that he 
never found orthodoxy in any man of letters, even if he 
was nominally connected with an evangelical sect. He 
adds: **Their doubts are more than historic doubts. 
Their difficulty is to believe that omnipotence and benev- 
olence can permit the outrageous crimes and cruelties 
that go on every day in the world.” -:.:." Dr. Q. Vance 
Smith writes to the Nineteenth Century in answer to the 
assertions of Gladstone regarding the numbers of profess- 
ing Christians. Gladstone had said that 450,000,000 
people agree in witnessing to the ‘‘ central truths" of the 
incarnation and the trinity. Dr. Smith pointedly com- 
ments: ** When all is said and done what is the testimony 
thus appealed to worth? What proportion of these num- 
berless millions can be said to ‘witness’ to the alleged 
truths with any rational conviction of their.own, or after 
any intelligent inquiry worthy of acknowledgment? 
What of the masses of English Christians, including the 
multitudes of fine people who frequent churches and 
chapels merely because it is the fashion to do s0? Their 
testimony surely is only a nominal thing destitute of 
weight or value. Numbers are no test of truth. Other- 
wise, what should we hav to say of those other hundreds 
of millions, Buddhists and Mohammedans, who are as 
passionately devoted to their religion as are Christians, 
and, indeed, far more 80?" 


Several Christians in Virginia hav just been sent to 
jail because their religion did not quite agree with that 
of their more numerous orthodox neighbors. 


The deficit in the postal department for the fiscal year 
is $9,243,935. 
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Letters of Friends. 


To Enlighten the Benighted. 


Reana, Pa., Oct. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $1, for 


which please send to my address eight 


copies of Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason.” 
Gzonaz East. 


Into His Own Pit. 

Astor, Fra., Oct. 17, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $2. 
Send me eight copies of Paine’s ‘‘ Age of 
Reason,” and apply $1 to the defense of 
Mr. Wise. I hope the Reverend Vennum 
has dug a pit for himself and others like 

him. Yours truly, Jonn KANE. 


Religion Always a Curse. 

BvsHNErr, ILL., Oct. 23, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I cannot resist the impulse 
to send a few words to Taz TRUTH SxzkzR, 
expressing my gratification in reading 
the article in the last number, ‘‘ My Re- 
ligion,” by a brother, C. W. Williams, of 
Springfield, Mo. Beautiful and grand it 
is; but I am unable to accept the use he 
makes of the word religion. I wish he 
had left that out; religion has always been 
a curse, the word is hateful. If Bro. Wil- 
liams will look at it a minute, he will agree 

with S. L. Basnarrr, M.D. 


More than Satisfied. 

' Jerary Crry, N. J., Oot. 22, E.M. 294. 

Mr. Eprror: I received ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” in perfect 
order, and was much surprised to see such 
a masterpieceof human ingenuity. Surely 
Mr. S. P. Putnam is a literary wonder; 
his great production is a complete library 
in itself and no Freethinker can afford to 
be without it. The only thing I am sorry 
for is, I do not find poor old J. Hacker’s 
photo; yetI am more than satisfied, and my 
prayer is, may it liv many, many long 
years after the author is (not an angel) 


estimation, ranks next to Buckle’s ‘‘ His- | pleading for special privileges for the 


tory of Civilization in England.” 
I must tell you of a rather amusing 


thing that happened in this village a short- 


time ago. We hav been having a series of 
revival meetings in fhe Methodist Episco- 
pal church, starting in last Sunday night. 
Rev. Mr. Merideth was the speaker for the 
evening, and he said that he hoped that 
all the people would be faithful and pray 
for rain, and if they only prayed in faith, 
believing, their prayers would be answered. 
Now, of course, you know that we hav had 
a very bad storm in the past week all on 
account of the prayers of the faithful in 
this little village. But when we take into 
consideration the fact that the wind was 
northeast and it looked like rain every mo- 
ment, it is indeed wonderful how God did 
answer their prayers. But this is not all 
Reverend Merideth said (and here comes 
the funny part of it); he said that he hoped 
it would rain good and hard, and then he 
would know the faithful by their attend- 
ance. So, on Tuesday night (I think it 
was), it rained very hard and was corre- 
spondingly dark, and about thirty of the 
faithful showed up, but the Reverend 
Merideth, **Oh, where was he?” At home, 
taking it easy, and not thinking of the 
few faithful who did come to the church 
that night. But I hav not the least doubt 


that he offered up a prayer that those who 

did go to church would take their hip 

hoots and mackintoshes so that they would 

be able to get home safe, and not be 

drowned in the God-sent flood which per- 

vaded the streets of Northport. I am) 
yours for mental and physical liberty, 


NzrsoN L. PIDGEON. 


Mr. Beegle’s Misapprehension. 


CLay CENTER, Kan., Oct. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: This morning I received a 


marked sample copy of your issue of the 
20th inst., in which you quote freely from 
my articles in the Clay Center (Kan.) 


Dispatch, and it may be that what you 
hav quoted may not be calculated to prej- 
udice your Freethinking readers against 
me, but if your declining to quote one 
thing more from my last article does not 
cause what you did quote to thus preju- 
dice them it will be well. You say: ‘‘ We 
hay no desire to see Mr. Wise punished,” 
etc. Did not I say also, at almost the 
close of my last article, ‘‘ It is my opinion, 


dust. Yours for humanity without gods, 
saints, and Christs, ^ WirriAM THORPE. 


Filled with Wonder and Awe. 
Exmrra, N. Y., Oot. 24, 1894. 
Mr. Sawvzr, P. PurNAw: ‘Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought” was duly re- 
ceived. Briefly I must say it is a great 
accession to Freethought literature, and 


monumental of the grand and glorious 
intellectual achievements that hav rolled 
down the ages for four centuries, fitting 
the human race for still greater accom- 
plishments. Stricken with wonder and awe 
when contemplating the vast field of its 
exploration, I ask myself, How can any 
one man possibly accumulate so very much 
material in so short a time? This exhaus- 
tiv work is all that and even more than I 
expected. Itis a most profound produc- 
tion and reflects great credit upon its 
author. It is & monument unto thyself 
more lasting than shafts of shining marble. 

Iam proud to hav my name inscribed 
upon its pages of inspiration. I hav 
placed it alongside the great works of the 
world’s greatest sages, a position it so 
richly deserves. 

The pictures of those champions of lib- 
erty and progress who hav been and are 
to-day the real saviors of mankind, so far 
as I am acquainted with them, are good. 

The book is an emanation from a sage 
mind, the product of nineteenth century 
heroism. L. DeWirr Grisworp. 


The Preacher Was Only a Guideboard for 
Others. 
NonrHPonr, L. I., Oct. 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Books received all right; 
was. Surprised to receive two, and not 
knowing what to do with it, a:d believing 
you made some mistake, I hav taken the 
liberty to sell the other one, and hereby 
inclose you check for same. I must say a 
word in commendation of ** Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” and that is it is a 
much better book than I ever expected, 
and the greatest compliment that I can 
pay Mr. Putnam is to say that it is written 
in such plain and simple language that not 
only the educated but the uneducated can 
read and understand it, and it is a work 
that everyone should read, as it is just 
what the publishers and author claimed 
for it all the time the book was in the press, 
and that is that it is a ‘‘ History of Free- 


thought” from the beginning, and, in my 


and this also is my hope, that the federal 
court will rule out the case of Vennum 
vs. Wise"? Now this shows plainly that so 
far as the matter of punishing Mr. Wise was 
concerned, I was of the same mind with 
yourself. -Why then did you not quote 
my words in which in substance I ex- 
pressed the Aope that he would be allowed 
togo free? Yours, etc., S. D. BEEGLE. 


[It certainly was not our intention to 


garble Mr. Beegle's letters in the Dis- 
patch, and we do not think the part he 
has now quoted had a direct bearing on 
the two points we wished to make, the first 
of which was that he had not helped the 
case for the Bible by making prominent 
the fact that the ** word of God" could so 
easily be made decent or indecent by falli- 
ble man, snd the second of which was that 
the Bible should not be given privileges 
in the mails which are denied to reforma- 


tory works not claimed to be inspired, 
and this merely because the Bible con- 
tains words no more obscene than those 
which abound in law books and which are 
heard in the pleadings of attorneys. We 
think that our intelligent readers inferred 
that Mr. Beegle did not wish to see Mr. 
Wise imprisoned, for we certainly con- 
veyed the impression that the minister 
thought the Bible was non-prosecutable, 
and if it was then it would follow that he 
would not deem it just that Mr. Wise 
should be punished for mailing an extract 
from it. But be this as it may, Mr. Bee- 
gle now has the benefit of his own state- 


| ment, and we feel impelled to ask him a 


question: Suppose that Mr. Wise had 
sent through the mails to Mr. Vennum an 
excerpt from some book other than the 
Bible, the tone of the excerpt being the 
same as that of the one he did send and 
the objectionable words the same, would 
he say, 88 he now says, that he would hope 
that the case would be ruled out of court? 
In other words, does Mr. Beegle really 
Stand for fair play for all beliefs and all 
Schools of religion and sociology, or is he 


t 


Bible? We sincerely hope that it is for 
the former.—Ep. T. 8.] 


That Pierson Debate Fiasco. 


Prerson, Ia., Oct. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Yours of the 4th to hand 
with letter of D. R. Dungan as stated. I 
return Dangan’s letter herewith, and in- 
close one I received s few days since from 
him. These are the letters: 
THAT DEBATE WHICH DID NOT OCCUR. 
During the spring term of this (Cotner) 
university, I was requested by the secre- 
tary of & committee appointed by the 
Methodist Episcopal and Disciple 
churches of Pierson, Is., to meet & Mr. 
Charlesworth, a Freethinker, there in de- 
bate. I accepted, and the debate was fixed 
for June 18th or 19th. Shortly before the 
time they wrote me that Charlesworth had 
been withdrawn and that W. F. Jamieson 
would take his place. Ireplied that it was 
all right, and I would be on time. On 
Saturday before the debate should begin, 
I received notice that the debate was off; 
that the Freethinkers had denied making 
any challenge, and that the Methodist 
Episcopal church would hav no more to 
do with it on that account, The Disciples 
were not able to pay the expenses, and 
therefore I was asked not to come. 
D. R. Donegan, 


Beranang, NEB., Oct. 12, 1894. 

Dear Sır: Yours of the 11th received. 
I did not receive any notice that Mr. 
Jamieson was there, but supposed that he 
would not be, as I was informed that the 
whole matter had been declared off, as the 
Methodist Episcopal church refused to hav 
anything more to do with it inasmuoh as 
the Freethinkers denied having given any 
challenge, and that the Christian church 
was not able to stand the expenses. 

Would I hav come if so notified? No. 
I had expected to go, up to Friday before 
I was to hav started on the Monday follow- 
ing, and had my trunk packed for that 
purpose. It was the letter that prevented 
my going which told me that the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church would hav no more 
to do with the debate. I will not go and 
defend the cause where there are those 
whose duty it is to do it or hav it done, 
unless employed by them. And the con- 
tract was at an end when I received the 
letter. I was very sorry that the matter 
failed. 

It took a little while to hav another set 
of appointments. But I was at home 
but a skort time, for the board wished me 
to work in the interest of the institution 
and I did so. I was willing to debate with 
Mr. Jamieson, and hoped to do so, but I 
should not hav gone there for that work 
except by invitation and for remuneration. 

Very truly yours, D.. R. Dunaan. 

This matter has been so thoroughly ven- 
tillated here that I doubt the profit of 
further comment. But if you think best 
to giv another, chapter, the following facts 
are too notorious to be denied even by our 
Christian apologists: 

That J. P. Waldron, the Disciple min- 
ister, was the entire committee, having 
been authorized by his church to do what 
he thought best; that I hay still in my 
possession the contract for that debate 
witten by Dungan and signed by Jamie- 
son; that the back down was wholly and 
notoriously on the part of the Christian 
clergy; that all the facts which they prof- 
fer as excuses were a8 well known before 
offering to debate as after; that the Free- 
thinkers accused them £o their faces, and 
at the time, of making these excuses solely 
to cover their retreat; that so far from the 
Methodist Episcopal church flying the 
track, the Methodist minister immediately 
published to a crowded house at a Sunday- 
school convention that the Freethinkers 
had backed out and were not men of their 
word; that afterwards he acknowledged to 
the Freethinkers that it was a mistake, 
claiming he had been misinformed by Mr. 
Waldron; that either church was abun- 
dantly able to raise the money, and that 
the Freethinkers offered to make up to 
them any deficit they were unable to raise, 
if they would only go on with the debate. 

In one of Dungan’s letters he says the 
Freethinkers denied having received any 
challenge; in the other that they denied 
making any challenge. Neither statement 
is true. The local Freethinkers challenged 
the Christians; so did Mr. Jamieson. The 
Freethinkers only denied that the debate 
was arranged under a challenge left by 
Mr. Charlesworth, he to return and debate, 
so that no other lecturer could debate. 
Charlesworth left no such explicit chal- 
lenge. Mr. Jamieson (failing to receive 
our telegram) came according to agree- 


‘| tract. 


ment and stayed the entire week the debate 
was to hav taken place. He and a com- 
mittee of Freethinkers called on the Dis- 
ciple minister and labored with him to 
induce him to stand to his part of the con- 
He did promis to notify Mr. Dun- 
gan and do what he could to save the 
debate (which Dungan says he did not do). 

Of course the whole affair was arranged 
by the Christian clergy to deceive church 
members into the belief that the clergy 
are able to defend their false doctring, 
They never intended to risk the effort. 

S. F. Brnson, 
Letter from Pulpit-Sick Pennsylvania, 
WILLIAMSPORT, PA., Oct. 20, 1894. 

M. Eprror: I was pleased to see Inger- 
soll’s slap in the face to the New York 
World liar concerning ex-Governor Cur- 
tin's refusal to sit upon the stage at one of 
his lectures, etc. While Curtin was a 
Christian, he was not so narrow-minded 
as some other governors of the great Key- 
stone state. ‘‘ In-God-We-Trust " Pollock 
(all others cash) was one of them, while 
James Beaver can fill a pulpit in cases of 
emergency, and Robert Pattison can talk 
unctuously about the Sunday desecration 
at the World’s Fair and at the same time 
hold stock in one of the best paying Sunday 
newspapers in this state. I was going to 
say that was hypocrisy, but I suppose it is 
a matter of business. I suppose both God 
and the devil hav been consulted in the 
matter. 

If this article is to contain any news 
matter I might say that the people of this 
beautiful Susquehanna valley are making 
arrangements through state and national 
législation to beat God at some of his 
“blessings.” For the past few years it 
has been a trick of God’s to dose the peo- 
ple hereabouts with some water left over 
from Noah's flood, I presume. In 1889 he 
succeeded in drowning several thousand 
residents of this state, and he has my per- 
sonal thanks for the destruction of a num- 
ber of his own ‘‘hen houses.” In the 
spring of this year he tried the same old 
trick over again, but the people were onto 
him. I believe he was after us Infidels 
this last swoop, and I think he had your 
humble servant on the string. He did not 
find mein Pennsylvania. I suppose Peter 
had failed to keep a record of my where- 
abouts and when they discovered me in 
Colorado God sent a big flood in that 
state only a few days later than the Penn- 
sylvania flood, but I was onto the trick of 
1889, so I gave him the slip in Colorado 
and kept in the dry and away from his 
wrath. 

This beautiful city of Williamsport is 
infested with a gang of nose-in-other- 
people’s - business Christians who are 
going to enforce Sabbath observance. 
The daily papers here are making fun of 
them. The movement is sanctioned by 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, an 
organization which it has been proven 
furnishes ninety per cent of the bank 
wreckers of this state. The old Blue laws 
of 1794 are to be enforced by a branch of 
the State Sabbath Observance Association, 
and already cigar stores and photograph 
galleries hav been closed. These moral 
bloodsuckers would hav the outside world 
believe that Williamsport is a perfect hell, 
as is shown in the following silly twaddle 
in a resolution: x 

Our city is in open rebellion against di- 
vinelaws. Our people are being corrnpted 
with vile and debasing literature; also in 
other ways. The blessed Sabbath is being 
openly and shamefully violated and 
trampled upon by individuals and corpora- 
tions. In view of these facts the time has 
come for our Christian and moral men to 
call a halt regarding this state of things 
and change Williamsport into a model 
city. We therefore call upon all lovers of 
the right and of law and order to be pres- 
ent, etc., to devise ways and means to 
change the present condition of things in 
our city. 

It is not more than reasonable to sup- | 
pose that by ''vile and debasing litera- 
ture” is meant the Sunday newspapers, | 
which are nothing vile as compared to 
that ancient ghost story, the Bible. The 
Sunday Grié of this city, one of the most 
popular Sunday newspapers in this state, 
takes the Sabbath observance business to 
heart and in an editorial of a recent issue 
calls the hobos down in the following em- 
phatic language: 
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It is indirectly intimated that the pur- 
pose and object of this movement is the 
strict enforcement of the old Blue Laws of 
our state, and if this is confirmed we can 
assure the society that it will meet with 
the vigorous opposition of our people. 
These obnoxious laws. enacted a century 
ago to meet conditions or exigencies that 
hav long ago ceased to exist, hav no rela- 
tion to the necessities of to-day. The 
laws of 1794 are inquisitorial and as applied 
at this time are merelv instruments of per- 
secution which can be called into activity 
bv a single person or a few people for the 
annoyance of the many. Other cities hav 
been inflicted with spasmodic efforts to 
applv the laws, and a general, indignant 
uprising of the people has been the usual 
result. In the language of a learned 
jndge of this state, “‘a general enforce- 
ment of these obnoxious enactments is the 
best wav to insure their repeal,” and we 
fully indorse the wisdom of his declaration. 
Law and order advocates will damage their 
cause seriously by a resort to anv such 
tactics, and instead of being an influence 
for good they will become objects of pub- 
lie derision. Williamport will not submit 
to a reéstablishment of old-time Puritan- 
ical Sabbaths. Nor will any community 
of sane people, and if such a project is 
contemplated, as is generally understood, 
those in charge should take into consider- 
ation the fact that they will meet with an 
opposition that will promptly bring them 
to & realization of the fact that the days of 
intolerant oppression are passed. 


It is not necessary for me to say that 
the leaders of this Sabbath observance 
movement are not the most useful and 
enterprising citizens of this community. 

While a resident of Philadelphia I lived 
opposit & saloon and I often observed that 
street beggars watched men going in and 
out and invariably ‘‘struck” that class of 
people for money and they were very sel- 
dom refused. I hav also lived opposit 


churches, but I never saw & poor man 


waiting outside to “Shit” any of God's 
people for money. People that patronize 
saloons do not preach liberality, but pras- 
tice it; church people preach liberality, 
and do not practice it. If the reader does 
not believe this and he livs in a large city, 
just see if he cannot observe the same 
things which I hav. 

There are preachers in this city whose 
ill-gotten gains amount to several thou- 
sand dollars a year. A subscription was 
raised here for a soldiers’ monument and 
of the many contributors to the fund I 
saw the name of but one preacher, and his 
mite was $1. Some of the hotel men gave 
as much as $25, and their income is not 
greater than that of many preachers of 
this city. Iam not writing this in defense 
of ths saloon. I am no drunkard, but 
take a drink when I want it and pay for 
the same. I hav never refused a drink 
but once and that was church ‘‘ bug juice.” 

I almost forgot to tell the readers of 
Tuu TaurH SzgkER that we had United 
States Circuit Court here a few weeks ago 
and here is one of the cases as reported by 
the daily papers of the city: 


Herman Pfannenschmidt, of Altoona, 
indicted for sending obscene postal cards 
through the mails, was put on trial shortly 
after 4 o'elock, He did not want counsel 
of flesh and bone. but said God was his 
counsel, The indictment was read and 
Pfannenschmidt pleaded not guilty. Post- 
master McDonald testified that he recog- 
nized the defendant’s handwriting on the 
cards in question. Pfannenschmidt sat 
quietly by until the government had 

ended its case. He then read a paper to 
Judge Buffington which contained Biblical 
quotations. Next he went to the jury and 
read a prayer. The court objected, but 
Pfannenschmidt kept on until he ended 
the prayer. He wanted his witnesses to 
testify, and unwrapping & copy of Puck, 
Judge, a Bible, revolver. wood cut, and 
some old papers, he was about to put them 
in the witness box, when the court ob- 
jected. The jury without leaving the box 
rendered a verdict of guilty, and recom- 
mended that the prisoner be sent to an in- 
sane asylum. At this Pfannenschmidt 
began to cry, and wanted some person to 
take the revolver and kill him, as there 
was no justice in this world. It required 
three men to hustle him out of the room. 


This crank with such a tiresome name 
proved to be a bad one, and here is what 
the daily papers said of him when he was 
brought before the court for sentence: 


Herman Pfannenschmidt was brought 
before the court for sentence. He was 
not sent to Danville insane asylum, as was 
expected, but was sent to the Blair county 
jail for three months.  Pfannenschmidt 
again created a scene and Called the court 
a liar, and severely lectured Judge Buffing- 
ton forínot allowing him to hav his wit- 


nesses testify. Three or four men 
snatched Pfannenschmidt and ran him 
out of the court room. ; 

Since my last letter to Tas TRUTH 
SEEKER another good old Infidel has been 


‘sent to hell (wherever that is) by God's 


folks in the person of that great and good 
poet, Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes. After 
awhile hell will be.so crowded with re- 
spectable people that it will be a torture 
to go to heaven—unless a fellow goes there 
on an annual editorial pass which is good 
for a return trip, which, by the way, 
probably explains the reason why there 
are 80 few editors in heaven. f 


With apologies to the human rece, I will | 


make my exit. J. Warp DrzHL, 


God or No God? 
Prmrson, Ta., Oot. 25, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: That I may tempt the 

friends of progress to eat of the tree of 
knowledge, and be driven from the para- 
dise of illusion, I desire to sacrifice a few 
of Miss Chapman’s asseverations to serve 
as background against which to flash the 
jewels of modern thought. 


The contrast will be more effeotiv if I 


claim all the “‘ spiritual insight” of the most 


devout believer, and show by a few exam- 


ples that I, too, can write history from 


*'intuition," though I confess that in my 
sunny childhood I might hav suffered 
cruel chastisment for indulging in such 
I quote 
from Miss Chapman, the clauses not in- 


**direot revelation from within.” 


elosed in quotation marks being mine: 
1. “Since light comes from the sun. 


therefore intelligence comes from God,” 


and as silks come from China, therefore 
rausages come from the Cannibal islands. 


2. **The best evidence of a matured mind 
is the development of intuition, or direct 
Some people 


revelation from within.” 
are born marvelously matured, ‘and some 
mature for a consideration. 


8. “In the early days of Zoroastrian 
faith, fire was clearly seen to be only a 
symbol of Miss Chapman’s deity,” and the 
sacred cat of Egypt was discovered to be 


his exact image. 


Let us frankly admit the foregoing 
statements to be intuition, revelation, or 


fabrication, according to the bias of the 
reader. In short, they are the evidence 


of sheer credulity and the substance of 
Now to the 


things that do not exist. 
proof: 


1. Science now discards the idea that 
She 
regards them as engendered within the 
earth’s atmosphere by its resistance to mu- 
** Where 


light and heat come from the sun. 


tually interchanging forces. 
now is thy God?” 


2. The article, **Perversions of Scrip- 
Miss 
Chapman’s article in THE TRUTH SEEKER 
of Sept. 8th effectually exploded her theory 


ture,” placed immediately after 


of monotheism back of myths-and legends, 


Even the monotheism of the Hebrews is 


nothing but the varnish of translators, 


Now let Miss Chapman throw away her 
intuition and read the series of Hibbert 


Lectures by Count Goblet D’Alviella on 


“The Origin and Growth of the Idea of 


God” (1891). 


8. Her Zoroastrian ‘‘symbol” met its 


Waterloo in the splendid sermon of M. W. 
Chunn, published simultaneously in the 
Boston Investigator, showing that Zoro- 
astrianism was simply crude nature wor- 
ship, having originally no reference to 
God or fire. l 


4. The mysterious ‘‘presence” back of 


myths and legends is thus dragged to 
light by the Rev. G. W. Cox, of Oxford: 
“The great stream of mythology has at 
last been traced to its fountain head. * ° * 
These legends represeńt s stage in human 
language when the idioms of conscious 
life were applied to all external objects. 
* Every phrase became a picture, 
and not a few of these phrases hay 
come down to us in their earliest form. 
These phrases are the myths that became 
legends of heroes and gods so soon as their 
meanings were forgotten. The 
most intricate myths hav earlier forms 
where the physical meanings are no longer 
a doubt.” 

And Miss Chapman’s intuition has mis- 
taken this secular vagabond (the poverty 
of primitiv speech) for an omnipotent 
God. 

5. Her intuition has also confused Zoro- 
astrianism with magism, the so-called 


ee Li 


“fre worship” of the ancient Scythians. 
They worshiped no gods, and permitted 
no symbols, images, nor temples, but 
worshiped the physical elements themselvs 
—viz., flre, water, earth, air, sun, moon, 
the naked sword,” etc. (see Rawlinson’s 


omnipotent deity shrivel to nothing in so- 
called ‘‘ fire worship." 


professed Atheists,” may be either a guess 


Atheism or Theism. 
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elty, and selfishness were unknown, and 
whence man has wandered far over to 
** diabolical perversity ” and dark despair, 
relieved only by the cheerful remembrance 
that the same unerring wisdom which has 
guided the race from the gladness of 
heaven to the blackness of despair, still 
direots all earthly affairs, and, in the nick 
"of time, will yet snatsh a few of the best of 
us from the impending cataclysm of red 
ruin, And with consistent infatuation she 
asks, **Tf this is not progress, will Brother 
Benson tell us the meaning of progress?” 

Over against this ghastly tragedy, soi- 
ence has sether glad new story of evolution. 
Nay, more, she has unveiled the very path- 
way over which man’s weary feet hav 
traveled all the long journey from the 
most brutish conditions up to our present 
fairly intellectual estate, wherein the aver- 
age modern home actually transcends the 
ancient idea of heaven. 

And from this long index of expanding 
glory she bids us plume the flight of future 
expectations, till men shall walk as angels, 
and the tireless handsof men and women 
shall robe this earth in brighter felicity 
than mortal eyes hav ever seen or human 
hearts conceived. And this is the progress 
of modern thought. 

Now Miss Chapman believes in the serv- 
ice of humanity and the possibility of an 
earthly heaven. If she should make them 
her supreme trust, and instead of giving 
all the praise to God and all the depravity 
to man—instead of gazing into the sky for 
wisdom and mighty salvation—she should 
put her whole confidence in human en- 
deavor, and her whole solicitude into the 
rising generation, would humanity be the 
loser, and Miss Chapman be dehumanized? 
Tt seems to me that one more angel would 
be drawn from the cold distant sky, trans- 
figured and saved in & heaven among men. 

Every species in animated nature is 
made up of ephemeral individuals. "Tis 
the species only that goes on forever. If 
the human species be not an exception, we 
must be content to achieve the humble 
purpose of human ephemera; to rejoice in 
the glory of our little day, and, falling as 
the leaves of autumn, by the way, deliver 
our race from birth to birth in one glad 
springtime of eternal youth, onward to a 
‘sublimer to-morrow. 

Thus hope and life itself are swallowed 
up in posterity; and the soul that shall 
thus unfold will build upon an eternal 
foundation, and leave an everlasting in- 
heritance to the glad new race that shall 
rise out of his ashes. 

For the places we occupy and the ovpor- 
tunities we monopolize are the avples of 
immortality, forever ripening for the com- 
ing children of the race. There is no 
“t dreary muddle” here, but an intense 
purpose and a clear-cut way of life. 

We are builders in a golden stairway 
leading up to manv mansions of earthly 
excellence, and in due time we must set 
the gates ajar and ‘‘go hence,” that 
brighter lives may rise upon the steps we 
laid. 

In this philosophy there would seem to 
be little room for personal immortality, 
but he that shall lose his life in the bosom 
of his race shall put on such immortality 
as shall shine above the stars while the 
race endures. $ 

And this is the faith of science, the 
last best gift of the spirit of life. Only a 
child to-day; but when she shall come in 
bridal spiendor, to enter upon her estate, 
she will gather her jewels from the utter- 
most ends of the earth, every gem of 
human excellence—for they are all the 
property of the race—and she will adorn 
humanity asthe brightness of the morn- 
ing, adding many a luster born into the 
world with her. 

We find her sublime charity a safe ref- 
uge for the soul, where no enemy dares 
mock us nor make us afraid. A very Gib- 
raltar of strength, from which the billows 
of human-creeds retire broken and sost- 
‘tered. S. F. Benson. 


FOR ANY OF 
Ingersoll’s ` 
Works 


Address THIS OFFICE 


“Third Monarchy”). Thus does her 


The phrase, ** BrotherBenson and other 


or an inspiration, but it does not express 
8 fact, for I hav never professed either 


Let us understand each other. I do not 
say there is no divine wisdom. The uni- 
verse may be full of it. But since no hu- 
man being has yet discovered even the 
shadow of its appearing, it is, to us, as if 
it were not. And since all men are falli- 
ble, none ean be guided by **unerring 
wisdom." 

Now, what I do say is, that it is immoral 
to state as fact that which is not known to 
be fact. It isa fraud, the ** wisdom” of 
which is not ‘‘justified by the result.” 

Let us now turn to modern thought. 
Briefly its principles sre: 

Man has arisen from a lowly origin, and 
is still rising. He could not hav fallen 
from paradise. 

All human knowledge has been wrought 
out, primarily, by slow and painful expe- 
rience ; not handed down ready-made 
from heaven. "Tis not God, but experi- 
ence, that reveals to the burnt child the 
nature of fire. And this costly founda- 
tion underlies all actual knowledge. "Tis 
the golden ladder, whose steps lead up to 
heaven. . 

Man is not religious by nature. Man's 
primary nature is that of the lower ani- 
mals; none of the lower animals is wor- 
shipful. : ` 

Primeval man had no religion. The re- 
ligions of the world are all acquired prac- 
tices, and only a fraction of the race hav 
acquired them. 

There is no universal craving. It is an 
orthodox fiction. The craving for strong 
drink is much more general, and even it 
is far in the minority. 

Belief in God and eternal life are not 
necessarily refining influences. Rawlin- 
son, the historian, though a friend to 
Christianity, admits that Monotheism has 
always been more intolerant than poly- 
theism. 

And Dr. Austin Flint, in a recent num- 
ber of the Youth’s Companion, ably main- 
tains that great longevity can be secured 
only by such paramount consideration of 
self as to be wholly incompatible with & 
life of self-sacrificing usefulness. Hence 
to desire extreme longevity argues su- 
preme selfishness. 

Rev. J. W. Chadwick admits that belief 
in immortality is regarded as ignoble by a 
great many people, and that an appalling 
amount of evil must be charged up to its 
account. . 

Remember these beliefs invented the 
eruelest thing this world has ever con- 
ceived—the Inquisition. They conjured 
up the unspeakable horror of. a never- 
ending, purposeless hell. And how dare 
they cast the first stone at Atheism? May 
it not be that these beliefs combined con- 
stitute the greatest ‘‘peril to the whole 
cause of humanity " that our race will ever 
confront? 

Thus far, as science has penetrated the 
unknown, she has overthrown preéxisting 
opinions, and compelled new terms to ex- 
press the new discoveries. 

The divine mystery may be no excep- 
tion. So if science shall find out God, 
and know him face to face, we shall prob- 
ably call him by some other name. 

Till then, the ignorant will contend 
about his quality, and the crafty will con- 
jure by his name, for in the absence of 
knowledge, guessing, intuition, and reve- 
lation will hold high carnival. 

Coneerning the Single Tax, we are told 
by Eli Perkins that the Chinese hav en- 
joyed its blessings for six thousand years, 
and still the ** wild beast struggle for sur- 
vival” goes on. And some do say that 
same struggle is the power unto salvation, 
without the spur of which our race would 
become too shiftless to exist. 

I am surprised that Mies Chapman still 
clings to the orthodox fable of a golden 
age in the eternal past, where want, oru- 
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@ahildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tiona for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Working and Shirking. 


A grasshopper met a bumble bee 
In a field of sweet red clover; 
“Oh. why this flurry and haste?” cried he, 
“Tve brought my fiddle along with me, 
Let's dance till the summer's over!” 


“I’m gathering stores for the winter time,” 
The bee cried over his shoulder; 

'* T like your fiddling, it is sublime, 

But living here in this changeable clime, 
I must think of the days that are colder.” 


The grasshopper laughed in a mocking way, 
As gaily he flourished his fiddle; 
A troop of butterflies, pretty and gay, 
Danced in a ring the livlong day, 
While the grasshopper stood in the middle. 


The bumble bee was fond of a dance, 
And the day was hot for working; 
But he never gave them a second glance, 
And hastened away (if near them by chance), 
For he knew the danger of shirking. 


He gathered his stores through the sunny hours, 
And felt that his pleasures were coming; 
Pe knew that soon there would be no flowers; 
He knew that in winter the cold sky lowers; 
And he kept up a cheerful humming! 


The cold winds came and the days grew dark, 
And frozen were flower and berry: 
The fiddler and dancers lay stiff and stark, 
In lonely graves with never a mark; 
But the wise little bee made merry. 


The Twins. 


Two little twin brothers I know 

Who neither will cry, fight, nor worry, 
And we all like the little dears so, 

That whenever they’re absent we're sorry. 


The one is a queer blondie elf, 

The other brunette and called Thomas, 
And if walking I go by myself 

The blonde makes a terrible rumpus. 


The darlings I wish you could see, 
I'm certain that Thomas and Bunny 

Would keep you in best company— 
Our doggies so cute and so funny. 


—M. E. B. 
oro ——— ——— 


Cressbrook. 


Those who hav read ** The Story Hour” 
will remember the sketch entitled ** Oress- 
brook Cottage." That was no fancy 
sketch but a reality. When it was written 
there was in the owner's mind a fore- 
shadowing of still other graces fhat might 
Some day come to light at Cressbrook, as 
greenhouses, & horse and carriage, a Jer- 
sey cow, and some other additions. 

In the passing years these visions hav 
been fully realized. Effort and industry 
hav produced all except the Jersey cow, 
and that might be also, if the proprietor 
of Cressbrook cared to introduce her upon 
the premises. 

There are now seven large greenhouses 
upon the place, all filled with blooming 
plants—roses, pinks, lilies, ferns, palms, 
and many rare exotics—and the owner 
of them all has become the leading florist 
of Fall River, Maes., and vicinity. It is 
a pleasure to walk through the lovely 
grounds, adorned and beautified by fount- 
ain and statuary. 

Mr. Warburton, assisted by his son, 
Mr. C. Warburton, has toiled hard late 
and early to make this place what it is 
to-day. When a spinner in a cotton-mill, 
fair dreams of what might be, floated 
through his mind of all that now the eye 
beholds; but it seemed almost impossible 
that the dreams would materialize, but 
yet they all came by persistent trying. 

Now, there is an object-lesson here, or 
this would not hav been written. The 
sketch illustrates that work will win. Mr. 
Warburton set an ideal and resolved to 
reach it. It was done only by earnest 
effort and many days and years of weari- 
some toil. 

Abstemious habits, the non-use of to- 
bacco and alcohol, were aids in the course 
pursued, and placed him on the high road 
to health and fortune. 

In the interval that has elapsed between 
the sketch in ‘‘ The Story Hour" and this 
time there are some notes of sadness that 
hav floated over Cressbrook. Jerry, the 
skylark that 


Like a poet hidden 
In the light of thought, 


Singing hymns unbidden, 
Till the world is wrought 8 
To sympathy with hopes and fears it 
heedeth not, 


soared sloft, one day, sang his sweetest | 


song, folded his wingsand died. Polly, too, 
the intelligent African parrot, sickened, 
gasped, and spoke no more. And Mrs. 
Warburton, the loving helpmate and true 
friend, whose eventful life was full of in- 
terest, after a brief illness, fell into the 
sweet slumber that knows no care or 
trouble. But life has always its compen- 
sations. Other songsters trill sweet songs 
in the little white cottage, and two little 
grandsons, Jimmy and Chatty, run in and 
out in love with life and making sunshine 
everywhere they go. 

The comfort and competence that hav 
been achieved at Cressbrook may be won 
by others. Because person is a spinner 
or weaver in a mill, a mechanic, a journey- 
man carpenter or stone-cutter, is no rea- 
son that he should always remain so. At 
the Lick Observatory in California, upon 
the work-bench used by James Lick, is a 
silver plate bearing the following inscrip- 
tion: ‘‘ This work-bench was brought from 
South America to San Francisco in 1847 
by James Lick. The foundation of his 
large fortune and the source of his power 
to confer great and lasting benefits upon 
his fellow-citizens and upon mankind was 
honest 8nd faithful Jabor.” i 

Honest and faithful labor! It is the key 
that unlocks the door of many mysteries. 
It puts education in the mind and fortune 
in the possession of those who would 
achieve it. ‘‘ Skill to do comes by doing;” 
and a keen, comprehensiv brain watches 
for and seizes the opportunities that lead 
to advancement. Labor is the great con- 
queror. Scorn it not, for by it hav been 
accomplished all things of value and inter- 
eft to the race. S. H. W. 

or — —————— 
** Right Living.” 

Our good friend Pauline Van Hoeter, 
of Grass Valley, Cal, thus writes of our 
new book, ''Right Living": ''It is a 
treasure, for the old as wellas the young. 
It is a book one can read again and again 
and yet again with pleasure and profit each 
time." Similar good words come to us 
from many sources, and while we are 
grateful for such commendation, we are 
therebyinspired to renewed effort and, we 
trust, still higher and better work. Our 
purpose in life is to scatter seeds of good- 
ness, hoping that thus there may be some 
uplift in right ways of living. —Ep. C. C. 

ee 


What the Little Folks Are Saying. 


A SLANGY CONGREGATION. | 

Little Flossie: The people at the Epis- 
copal church are very slangy, don’t you 
think, mamma? i 

Mamma: No, dear. 
think so? 

Flossie: Well, every time the minister 
stopped reading they all said, ‘‘Ah there.” 


A USELESS MEMBER. 

“Mamma, hav I an eye-tooth?” 

** Yes, Johnny; why?” 

‘ Why because I can’t see anything 
with it." 

THF FINANCIAL QUESTION. 

Tommy has 8 popcorn ball and a penny. 
Frank has a bag of peanuts. 

Frank: Let’s play store! You buy a 
penny's-worth of my peanuts, an 'en I'll 
buy a penny's-worth of your popcorn, an 
'en you can buy some more peanuts, an I 
can buy more popcorn, an you— 

Tommy: Yes, but (cautiously) — but 
who'll hav the penny when everythin's 
et up? 


What makes you 
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Correspondence. 


New CAMBRIA, KAN., Oct. 28, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: Will you please in- 
sert the inclosed obituary in the Corner? 
We sent it to our county paper, but they 
failed to print it, possibly because it set 
forth natural principles rather than super- 
stitious belief. 
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. ABBOTT. 
OBITUARY. 
In memory of Baby Abbott, infant son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John W. Abbott. : 
**Baby is dead!” More pitiful words 
were never framed by human lips, But 
life is & bubble that comes and goes like 
waves upon the seashore, and like the 
waves it asks not our consent. We are 
governed by the inexorable laws of Nature 
and she is no respecter of persons. The 


tender bud, the flowering stem, the sere 
and barren bough are all alike to her; her 
messenger is death, to whom all must bow 
although a thousand heartstrings bar the 
way; but she is kind. Before our birth in 
sweet unconsciousness she guards our life; 
in death she folds us in a dreamless sleep, 
and with the pallcomes rest. But for our 
dead we hav no fears, and no tears for him 
shall pave the way to nature’s rest. "Tis 
for ourselvs we mourn. We miss the 
dimpled band, the velvet cheek, the sweet 
warm breath of one we loved; 'tis this we 
lose and our part is the hardest now. But 
in the weary years to come, had he lived, 
when thorns perchance should pierce his 
feet on the hot dusty road of life and we 
would be powerless to smooth the way, how 
sad our bearts would then hay been! He 
has missed it all and it is all his gain; and 
though our selfish love would call him back 
*tis better as it is. 


Little brother, thou hast left us, 
And our hearts are lonely now, 

But though shadows fold about us 
Care shall never mar thy brow. 


Searcely had the sun arisen 
On the morning of thy life 

Ere death came to take our baby 
From this world of ceaseless strife. 


Purest ray of golden sunshine, 
Ours to hold for one brief hour; 
Love could no longer keep thee, 
Death was stronger than our power. 


We hav laid thee in the garden, 
Where shall bloom the summer flowers; 
While we mourn for thy departure, 
"Tis thy gain, the loss is ours. 


. MoTHER. 

[We sympathize with our friends for the 
loss of their baby boy. It is hard to part 
with the young, hard to say a last farewell 
to any of our loved ones, but all is in the 
ordering of Nature, and that which comes 
to the infant comes to us all soon or 
late. We hav to bear the inevitable with 
patience and philosophical calmness. 
With our dead all is well.—Ep. C. C.] 


Scranron, PA., Oct. 28, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixow: As I am sick, and 
hav to stay home from school, I thought I 
would while my time away trying to write 
a letter to you and the little members of 
the Children’s Corner. My throat and 
neck are sore and I do not feel very good. 
Iam nine years old. There was a man in 
this place who preached, and he stayed 
here about six weeks. He got the people 
pretty nearly wild. Mamma and I at- 
tended one of his meetings just for fun. I 
came near laughing out loud in church. 
He said that when your children hav 
learned how to play a game of cards, and 
go to dancing-school, it is time they should 
be taken away from you by the beautiful 
savior. I wonder if Jesus’s mother would 
hav liked to bav him taken away from her. 
If she did, she must be different from 
most people. He said that there were 
three kinds of beauty: Some you can buy 
in drug-stores, and some is in your looks, 
but he said the best beauty was in your 
heart. Then he repeated this verse, 
“Favor is deceitful, beauty is vain, but 
whosoever feareth God shall be saved.” 
Well, now, if God is so almighty good, 
why should we fear him? If some man 
was 80 very good to me, I don’t think I 
would be afraid of him, would you? All 
the girls up this way believe so strongly in 
the churches that you cannot speak a word 
to them about Freethought, for they will 
take it as an'insult. I would like to cor- 
respond with some of the members of the 
Corner, for I know that I could let a word 
out to them without having them take it 
asan insult. My address is 524 Lackawana 
av., Scranton, Pa. 

Your little friend, 
; Mary L. MERRITT. 


[We hope Mary will soon be able to be 
in school again. We hav no fear for her, 
and we are sure she can hold her own in 
any controversy regarding such dreadful 
preaching as she relates. Dancing is a 
healthful and agreeable exercise, and card- 
playing an innocent and amusing pastime. 
When indulged in to excess, or in any im. 
moral way, they are evil, as are some other 
things that are perverted. 

One who could steal children from their 
parents is the worst kind of thief. 

Let usthink the preacher misrepresented 
matters, through ignorance or otherwise. 
Our children are our jewels. We cannot 
Spare one.—Ep. C. C.] 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Books by SALADIN 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 


Editor of the London Agnostic Journal. 


LSC 
GOD AND HIS BOOK. i 
When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll 
wrote to the author: "You haye earned the 
thanks of all who realiy think.’ Jt is a work of 
vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic hu- 
mor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing 
satire, of pathos and eloquence. Itis one.of the 
heaviest iconoclasti* broadsides ever fired at. 
the Jewish God and the Bible. Cloth, gold let- 
: tois, 81.25. 
WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, 
AND HER GOD. eas 
. The Rey. Archdeacon Farrar said that “Chris- 
tianity elevated the woman; it shrouded as 
with a halo pf sacred innocence the tender 
years of tbe child." The object of Saladin's 
work is to show the archdeacon his error, and 
he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
** This certainly is one of the most marvelous 
books ever issued from the press. The authori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is 
convincing." In two volumes, cloth, gilt-let- 
tered, $2.50. 


CHRISTIANITY and the SLAVE TRADE, 
A condensation of the known facts upon this 
subject, proving that Christianity did not abol- 
ish but aided this infamous traffic in human 
beings. To which are added such comments as 
only Saladin can make. In paper, 30 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
A consideration of the antagonism of the Bi- 
ble and Science, and of the question whether 
the Veiled or allegorical portions of the Chris. 
tion Bible can be interpreted by modern 
science. In paper, 20 cents. 


ROSES AND RUE. 
. Being Random Notes and Sketches., Some of 
its subjects are: A Last Interview with a Man 
of Genius; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceti- 
cism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty: God in the Constitution; Bruno; 
Gods: Witchcraft. etc. This may be called 
Saladin’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, 
and is one of the books that lovers of strong 
literature like to, read again and again. 
cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 

LAYS OF ROMANCE. 

This books reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, 
being romantic, historic Verse. aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic 
genius. Cloth, gold lettered, 75 cents. 

ISAURE AND OTHER POEMS. 

The title poem 18 astory of intense passion, 
touchingly told. The other twenty poems are 
fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse 
reveais the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 

A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 

By one whoendured it Based upon a manu- - 

script in the possession of Saladin. Paper, 10c. 
THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 

Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut 
down from the gallows Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. Paper, 10 cents. 

WHIRLWIND SOWN AND REAPED. 

A short story of clerical crime and villainy 
founded on fact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same or 
more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story 
* [s This Your Son. My Lord?’” Paper. 95 cents, 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK, 


A COLLECTION OF 


ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 


FOR 


Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home. 


—With Music Written to All the Songs.-~ 
UOMPILED BY L. K. WASHBURN, - 
Price. $1.50. For sale at THIS OFFIOR 


L. Ka Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The T. -nine Articles of 
the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘Think of 
a minister's praying God to, kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 


‘The Public Schools and the Catholie 


Chureh, Price, 5 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


———— 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOOCK. 
Price, . . . 7 


10 cents 
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JY exo Publications. 


Unlesa otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tun 
TaurH SEEKER Company, at the price 
named. 


Toe WarmNas or Tuomas PAINE. 

- lected and edited by Moncure Daniel 
Conway. Volume 1779-1792. New 
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. Price per 
volume, $2.50. 


This volume contains: Peace and the 
Newfoundland Fisheries; The American 
Philosophical Society ; Emancipation of 
Slaves; Public Good; Letter to the Abbé 
Raynal; Dissertations on Government, 
the Affairs of the Bank, and Paper Money; 
The Bociety for Political Inquiries; Pros. 
peets on the Rubicon; Specification of 
Thomas Paine; Letter to Jefferson in 
Paris; Answer to Four Questions on the 
Legislativ and Executiv Powers; Address 
and Declaration; The Rights of Man; the 
Rights of Man, Part Second. i 

Mr. Conway has written an Introduc- 
tion to the ‘‘ Rights of Man,” and from it 
we glean many items of interest to the 
admirer of the great humanitarian writer 
and worker. When Paine left America 
for France in April, 1787, he was, says 
Mr. Conway, ‘‘ perhaps as happy a man as 
any in the world. His most intimate 
friend, Jefferson, was Minister at Paris, 
and his friend Lafayette was the idol of 
France. His fame had preceded him, 
and he at once became, in Paris, the cen- 
ter of the same circle of savants and phi- 
losophers that had surrounded Franklin, 
His main reason for proceeding at once to 
Paris was that be might submit to the 
Academy of Sciences his invention of an 
iron bridge, and with its favorable verdict 
he came to England, in September.” 
Leaving with a publisher his ‘‘ Prospects 
on the Rubicon,” he visited his mother at 


Col- 


Thetford, and then made arrangements to | 


patent his bridge and to construct the 
large ‘model of it afterwards exhibited on 
Paddington Green, London. Leading 
statesmen like Fox and Landsdowne wel- 
comed him to England. Edmund Burke 
was especially cordial in his. attentions, 
having him as a guest at Beaconsfield and 
driving about the country with him. Paine 
had at that time no revolutionary inten- 
tions as regarded either France or Eng- 
land. He was grateful to Louis XVI. for 
the aid he had rendered the colonies, and 
toward George IIT. he cherished no un- 
kind feelings. He had become convinced 
by-his residence in Paris that a political 
reformation was on the way there, and he 
thought that it would reorganize the state 
after the American model except that the 
erown would be preserved, and he did not 
object to the compromise, provided that 
the throne be not hereditary. However, 
events were accelerated faster than he ha 

judged probable, and he was recalled by 
Lafayette, Condorcet, and others to ad- 
vise as to the constitution. ‘‘ Such,” re- 
marks Mr. Conway, ‘‘ was the situation 
immediately preceding the political and 
literary duel between Paine and Burke, 
which in the event turned out a tremen- 
dous war between royalism and republi- 
canism in Europe. Paine was, both in 
France and in England, the inspirer of 
moderate counsels. * Until Burke's 
arraigment of France in his parliamentary 
Bpeech (Feb. 9, 1790), Paine had no doubt 
whatever that he would sympathize with 
the movement in France, and wrote to him 
from that country as if conveying glad 
tidings. Burke's ‘Reflections on the Rev- 
olution in France'appeared November 1, 
1790, and Paine at once set himself to an- 
swer it. He was then staying at the Angel 
Inn, Islington.” The pamphlet, though 
sold at three shillings, had a vast circula- 
tion, and Paine gave the proceeds to the 
Constitutional societies which his teach- 
ings had called into existence, 

Then there appeared Burke’s ‘‘ Appeal 
from the New to the Old Whigs,” in which 
he quoted at some length from the ‘‘ Rights 
of Man,” but “replied to it only with ex- 
clamation points,” saying that the only 
answer it merited was ‘‘criminal justice.” 
Next came Part Second of the ‘‘ Rights of 
Man.” Mr. Conway thinks there is no 
doubt that Burke instigated the prosecu- 
tion of this last publication. When the 
time of trial came (Dec. 18, 1793), Paine 
was in his seat in the Convention. Paine 
stood for liberty of discussion; Burke 
would criminally prosecute sentiments as 
mild as those in the First Part of the 
“Rights of Man." Paine labored to make 
the change in France a peaceful one, while 
Burke ‘‘fomented the league of monarchs 
against France which maddened its peo- 
ple, and brought on the Reign of Terror.” 
The reader of this volume will follow with: 
much interest Mr. Conway’s comparison of 
the work of these two men. 

Paine saw that the individual might be 
oppressed by the majority as well as b 
the king and by privileged classes, an 
hence he sought to safeguard him with a 
declaration of rights which could not be 
traversed by any government, and he 
would ‘‘ reduce government to an associa- 


tion limited in its operations to the defense 
of those rights which the individual is un- 
able, alone, to maintain." We reap the 
harvest whose seeds he sowed. Were it 
not for the Constitution the theocrats 
would long since hav destroyed the last 
ME of religious liberty in this country. 
Similarly, a dual system of legislation 
operates ass check upon the schemes of 
the ambitious sectarists and other enemies 
of liberty. The people are so often car- 
ried off their feet by violent emotional 
storms that it is well that we can wait for 
the ‘‘sober second thought” which is 
pretty sure to come, if we hav not plunged 
over the precipice under the influence of 
the first panic impulse. 

Mr. Couway givs in this edition both 
the French and English prefaces to the 
** Rights of Man.” 

The publishers hav done their part as 
regards typography, paper, presswork, 
and binding, and the volume, like its pre- 
decessor, is in every way worthy of the 
** Author-Hero.” 

As showing what a change has come over 
the literary public as regards the estima- 
tion in which it now holds the once almost 
universally execrated Thomas Paine, we 
subjoin a review of.this volume, which we 
find in the New York Times: 

**'The appearance of the second volume 
of Mr. Conway's edition of Paine's writings 
recalls the pleasure and interest awakened 
by the appearance of the first, an event 
now distant from usby many months, The 
work he has undertaken for Paine was 
8 work which should hav been undertaken 
long ago, but, having waited for Mr. Con- 
way to perform it, the public is fortunate 
in having it done so well. Here are shown 
ample knowledge, intelligent care, true 
devotion, and loyal industry. When Mr. 
Conway issued his biography of Paine, he 
performed & service to the memory of 
Paine that was great with the greatness of 
patient industry and love of justice, re- 
warded with the applause of readers. 
Paine’s memory no longer, at the hands 
of any intelligent man, will suffer from 
that load of obloquy which unthinking 
zealots so long burdened it with. Paine 
was a devoted and powerful friend of man- 
kind, and his services can no longer with 
reason be obscured or disparaged. 

** The present volume contains material 
of first importance, embracing as it does 
the ‘Letter to the Abbé Raynal,’ and the 
famous reply to Burke, entitled ‘The 
Rights of Man.’ For the latter work Mr. 
Conway has written an introduction that 
contains more than one interesting state- 
ment. He even identifies the place where 
Paine was living in London when Burke 
astonished him by publishing his ‘ Reflec- 
tions on the Revolution in France.’ Until 
shortly before that work appeared, Paine 
had had no doubt that Burke would sym- 
pathize with the upheaval in France, and, 
in that belief, had written to him from Paris 
as if he were sending details that would 
giv him joy. But so soon as the ‘ Reflec- 
tions’ appeared, Paine, in a London hotel, 
began to write his reply to that work. This 
hotel has been twice rebuilt since that 
time, and nothing of the original remains, 
save a small image, which appears to hav 
been intended as 8 representation of Lib- 
erty. Paine’s pamphlet was issued at the 
same price as Burke’s—3s.—and leaped at 
once into an immense circulation. Paine’s 
receipts from it were given to societies 
which had sprung up in response to his 
teachings. . 

** Mr. Conway reminds us that Paine's 
work was ‘the earliest complete statement 
of republican principles,’ and by Jeffer- 
son, Madison, and Jackson it was declared 
to contain the fundamental principles of 
the American republic. Paine did not re- 
produce the principles of Rousseau and 
Locke. The principles he set forth ‘ were 
evolved out of his early Quakerism,’ and 
hence they ran back not to Rousseau and 
Locke, but to George Fox. Fatal to all 
privilege and rank was the Quaker belief 
that ‘every human soul was the child of 
God and capable of direct inspiration 
from the father of all, without mediation 
or priestly intervention or sacramental 
instrumentality.’ This was applied by 
Paine to the individual’s rights in the state. 

“This pamphlet is interesting reading 
even to-day. There are to be seen alert- 
ness of mind, brightness of statement, 
warmth of interest in the human race, 
and fearlessness toward Burke and the 
English monaroiy that rouse one’s en- 
thusiasm to good hights. Paine is never 
the ill-mannered antagonist. He pre- 
serves his urbanity, but he is relentless in 
his logic and in his adherence to the faith 
that lay under his waistcoat. The reader 
will find it worth his while to peruse a 
few passages from this work, as reprinted 
below: nee 

e i resent itse. 
IE rode reed y inant than what Mr. Burke 
offers to his readers. He tells them, and he tells 
the world to come, that a certain body of men 
who existed a hundred years ago made a law, aud 
that there does not exist in the nation, nor ever 
will, nor ever can, a power to alter it. Under 
how many subtleties and absurdities has the 
divine right to govern been imposed on the 
credulity of mankind!” 

“The Parliament of 1688 might as well hav 


assed an act to hav authorized themselvs to liv 
Forever as to make their authority liv forever.” 


"I know a place in America called Point-no- 
Point, because, as you proceed along the shore, 
gay and flowery as Mr. Burke's language, it con- 
tinual y recedes and presents itself at a distance 

ore you; but when you hav got as far as you 
ean go, there i» no point at all. Just thus it is 
with Mr. Burke's 865 pages." 


“I canc nsider Mr. Barke’s book in scarcely 
any other light than a dramatic performance; 
and he mus:, I think, hav considered it in the 
same light himself by the poetical liberties he has 
taken of omitting some facts, distorting others, 
and making the whole machinery bend to pro- 
duce a stage effect.” 


“The French constitution says that the num- 
ber of representativs for any place shall be in a 
ratio to the number of taxable inhabitants or 
electors. What article will Mr Burke place 
against this? The county of York, which con- 
tains nearly a miliion of souls, sends two county 
members; and so does the county of Rutland, 
which contains not a hundredth part of that 
number. The old town of Sarum, which contains 
not three houses, sends two members, and the 
town of Manchester, which contains upward of 
sixty thousand souls, is not admitted to send any. 
Is there any principle in these things?” 


‘*Paine’s hottest shot was reserved for 
that part of his work which he cails the 
‘miscellaneous chapter.’ Here he did rake 
the principle of monarchy fore and aft. 
‘As to who is king in England or else- 
where,’ he said, ‘or whetner the people 
choose a Cherokee chief or a Hessian hus- 
sar for a king, it is not a matter that I 
trouble myself about—be that to them- 
selvs; but with respect to the dootrin, so 
far as it relates to the right of men and 
nations, it is as abominable as anything 
ever uttered in the most enslaved country 
under heaven.’ Through this chapter runs 
the fiery indignation of Paine that admir- 
ably recalls to us a good deal that was 
most .potent in the American Revolution. 
It is pervaded by italics, and not only 
small capitals, but full capitals diversify its 
pages. One of Paine’s most impassioned 
paragraphs is the following: 


** Whether it be from a sense of shame, or from 
a consciousness of some radical defect in a gov- 
ernment necessary to be kept out of sight, or 
from any other cause, I undertake not to deter- 
min, but soit is that a monarchial reasoner never 
traces government to its fourco or from its 
source. Itis one of the Shibboleths by which he 
maybe known. A thousand years hence those 
who shall liv in America or France will look back 
with contemplativ pride oa the origin of their 
government and say,’ This was the work of our 
glorious ancestors!’ But what can a monarchial 
talker say? What has he toexult in? Alas, he 

as nothing. Acertain something forbids him to 
look back to a beginning, lest some robber, or 
some Robin Hood should rise from the long ob- 
scurity of time and say, ‘I am the origin.’ Hard 
as Mr. Burke labored at the Regency bill and 
hereditary succession two years ago and much 
as he dived for precedents, he still had not boid- 
ness enough to bring up William of Normandy 
and say, ‘ There is the head of the list! There is 
the fountain of honor! The son of a prostitute 
and the plunderer of the English nation.’ ” 


All are architects of fate 
Working in these walls of time 
Some with massiv deed and great, 
Some with ornaments of rhyme. 
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Price, - 
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Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s 
ARGUMENT 


IN THE 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 


` At Morristown, N, J. 

This is the greatestargument ever made in a case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument should be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. 

In paper, 26 cents; in cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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fhe Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, 81. . . 

Che Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
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“ A good book written with a purpose.” 


Price, % cents. 
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Answers to Christian Questions 
And Arguments. 
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10 cents. 


By D. M. Benxerr. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price, 10 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


The Clergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL STORY. 
Mers. J. E. BALL. Price, 25 eents, 
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Gems of Phought. 


Lirrz minds are tamed and subdued by 
misfortune, but great minds rise above 
them.— Washington Irving. 


Tr has been observed that they who 
most loudly clamor for liberty do not most 
liberally grant it.—Sam Johnson. 


Diocrenes being asked which beast’s 
bite was the most dangerous replied: ‘‘If 
you mean the wild beasts it is the slanderer; 
if tame beasts, the flatterer.” 


Gop is a guess. If the existence of God 
is admitted, how are we to prove that he 
inspired the writers of the books of the 
Bible?— Robert G. Ingersoll. 


Misery has necessarily to be borne by 
a constitution out of harmony with its 
conditions; and a constitution inherited 
from primitiv men is out of harmony with 
the conditions imposed on existing men. 
Hence it is impossible to establish forth- 
with a satisfactory social state.—Herbert 
Spencer. 


So sarı they build me altars in their zeal, 

Where knaves shall minister and fools 
shall kneel; 

Where faith may mutter o’er her mystic 


spe 

Written in blood, and bigotry may swell 

The sail he spreads for heaven with blasts 
from hell. —Moore. 


We boast our emancipation from many 
superstitions; but if we hav broken any 
idols, it is through a transfer of the idol- 
atry. What hav I gained that I no longer 
immolate a bull to Jove, or to Neptune, or 
a mouse to Hecate; that I do not tremble 
before the Eumenides or the Catholic 
purgatory or the Calvinistic judgment day 
—if I quake at opinion, the public opin- 
ion, as we call it?—Ralph Waldo Emer- 
80n. 


I wour» preach to every man rebellion. 
Hold preciously to yourself the final de- 
cision. Reverence authority that you 
elect and refuse authority which others 
attempt to impose upon you. Do not 
love the atmosphere of courts and 
churches, of formal culture and polite and 
urbane emasculation. Do not play sheep 
to another’s shepherd. Violate no other 
soul, and hold your own soul defiant to 
the foot of the robber.—Horace L. 
Traubel. 


Tug hell which a thoroughly bad man 
dreads can only be a hell of physical suf- 
fering; and, if he abstains from crime 
ihrough fear of fire, he is not a good man, 
but a bad man in chains. If, again, he is 
a bad man, he will hav a bad God, and his 
religion will be a sanction for cruelty and 
immorality. And his God must be, in 
any case, an unjust God, who creates him 
as a sinner, and then inflicts monstrous 
punishments upon him for sinning. A 
Conception which necessarily makes the 
ruler of the universe an embodiment of 
injustice cannot be favorable to morality 
when its meaning is fully resalized.— 
Leslie Stephen. 


We see clearly that it is good for every 
man among us that he and every other 
man should be as tall, as strong, as 
well-knit, as supple, as wholesome, as 
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Something > 


QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in & land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, 50 cents. 


effectiv, as free from vice and defect as 
possible. We see clearly that it is his first 
duty to make his own muscles, his own 
organs, his own bodily functions, a8 per- 
fect as he can make them, and to transmit 
them in like perfection, unspoilt, to his 
descendants. We see clearly that it is 
good for every woman smong us that she 
and every other woman should be as 
physically developed and as finely equipped 
for her place as mother as it is possible to 
make herself. We see that it is good for 
every woman that there should be such 
men, and for every man that there should 
be such women. We see it is good for 
every child that it should be born of such 
y father and such a mother.—Grant 
llen. 


Tue Christian man, however clad, still 
presumes too much. While the natural 
man does all the good, the Christian man 
takes all the credit. He declares, indeed, 
that the civilization of Europe is his work. 
Briefly and frankly, civilization is mainly 
a matter of race, and is for the most part 
the product of Teutonic peoples—peoples 
who were the last to embrace Christianity, 
and the first to disarm, disable, and dis- 
card it. In like manner it was because of 
race, and not of religion, that the great 
Christian cities—Jerusalem, Alexandria, 
Constantinople — were wrenched from 
Christian hands, If progress were due to 
supernatural forces, it should surely hav 
been most rapid when those forces were 
most powerful; it should be most rapid 
now in those people whose belief is the 
most intense, and whose religious observ- 
ances are the most scrupulous. Europe 
should now be sitting at the feet of Ireland 
and Spain.—Furneaux Jordan. 


The Coffee Habit 


is difficult to throw off, especially if one’s 
epicurean taste leads to the use of the Gail 
Borden Eagle Brand Condensed Milk in 
this popular beverage. Its superioriityto 
cream is admitted. Rich flavor and uni- 
form consistency. 


$679,694,439. 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our Pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of . 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominational 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

. This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the facts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, wi 
not besuperseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably -about eight 
years hence. Thearguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning ou them so Ion. 
= the injustice of church exemption is suffered 

o exist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor Justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


Ten copies. . - - - $1.00 
Fifty copies, e é Š - 4.50 
One hundred copies ~ . 8.00 


Larger quantities at special rates. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


BRAIN ^ BIBLE; 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 

This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. dress 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT CO. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Rav. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Price.15 cents. Address this office. 


| What Does the Bible Teach Re 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 1", 1894. : 


J. D. Shaw's Books, 


STATE oF Oar0, CITY or ToLEDO,} sg, 
Lucas County 3 " 
Franz J. CHENEY makes oath that he is the 
senior partner of the firm of F. J. Cazney & Co., 
doing business in the City of Toledo, County 
and State aforesaid, and that sa d firm will pay 
the sum of ONE. HUNDRED DOLLARS for 
gach ind every case, of Catarrh that, cannot be 
cure e use of HArr's CATARRH Cree. 
7 FRANK J. ‘CHENEY. 
Sworn to before me and subscribed in my 
presence, this 6th day of December, A. D. 1886. 


A. W. GLEASON, 
{sean} Notary Publio. 
y 


Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally and acts 
directly on the blood and mucous surfaces of 
the system. Send for testimonials, free. 

* J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O. 
E? Sold by Druggists, 75c. 


A Rare Chance to get first-class 
Frosthoucht Story Books of sixty pages or over 


each. F . Send 8 cents to pay postage on 
samples. Address THE LIBERAL PUB. CO., 
420f Portland, Kan. 


In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 
ure thougbt, and correct in all its utterances. 


rice, 25 cents. 
Studies In Theology. A clear exposition 
iblical stor man’s “creation,” an 
gh theologically denominated * the fall.” 
Price, 10 cents. n 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible. involving, questions of theology, 
morals, and history. rice, 10 cents. 
The Human Nature of Jesus. A refuta- 
tion of the assumption that he was & divine 
erson, and that he was the fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 
Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 
Address | THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000 sold. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev. 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius and Casca. Price, 5 cents. 


dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


T 
Religion and the Bible, 


By F. D. CUMMINGS, 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 
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* A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


A Series of Sıxteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 


Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible. II. God and the Devil. III. I ible Con- 
tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Prophecy and Bipestadee Dye; sus 
the Teacher of Righteousness. 2 Did the Disci E^ Look tor an Immediate Hesurrection? nee 

arding the Second Coming of Christ? VII T. i irit Out- 
side the Bible. IX What Is the Bible? X. How Man Advauces. “XI. Why Be Gais ‘tS the 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. XIII. Is There a God? XIV. Reward and 
Punishment, XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. 


Ph 
Pok esed pein he Bands gf all who seek, the Lent. 


E Remsburg's Book on Lincoln. 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 
Abraham Lincoln's religious belief. Soon after the remains of ‘America’s most illustrious 80n were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim was prom tly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but ouly to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln wag not a Christian. These witnesses include his wife and other. 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
38 Lafayette Place, New York} 


Pearsons. 


Not for 


** PAPA," said Johnny, ‘‘ what's a sera- 
phim?" ‘‘A seraphim, my son,” said Mr. 
Knowitall, ‘‘is a male seraph, the final 
syllable * him ’ being added for identifica- 
tion. — Harper's Bazar. 


** WHEN er man smites yer," said Uncle, 
**tuhn de uddah cheek. Den ef he's 
meau'nuff ter tek advantage ob yer Chris- 
tianity, he deserves de bes’ lickin’ yoh 
knows how ter gib 'im."— Washington 
Star. : 


“Jonan,” expostulated the whale, **do 
keep still.” ‘‘Certainly,’’ answered. the 
famous man, ‘‘ now that I. know where I 
am. I wasn’t sure but I had been caught 
in a folding-bed, don’t you know.” —De- 
troit Tribune. 


First Western lawyer: “A penny for 
your thoughts.” Second Western lawyer: 
“I was thinking of Solomon and his three 
hundred wives. What an amount of di- 
vorce business he could hav thrown in a 
man's way?" — Puck. 


Lrrrue Bess was told by her mother that 
all our afflictions are sent by providence 
as punishment for error. One day she fell 
down & few steps, and picking herself up, 
she said: ' Now, God, that is the third 
time you hav bumped my head to-day, and 
I am about tired of it.”—Jnter- Ocean, Jr. 


Two runaway convicts took refuge in a 
church which was having an experience 
meeting. They listened to the stories told 
by several of the regenerated, until one of 
the fellows exclaimed, in a whisper, to the 
other, **Come, Jim, let's get out o’ this! 
It’s a tough crowd, and no man’s life’s 
worth a copper!" And out they lit. —Bos- 
ton True Flag. 


Tar war in the East is improving as a 
source of news. The naval battle off the 
Yalu river made, on the whole, very fair 
reading. Of course, where heathens sre 
thumping one another, there is not quite 
the same thrill about the proceedings as 
where enlightened Christians fall to, but 
the fact that the ships on both sides were 
Christian ships of modern pattern, helped 
matters very much, and made it seem more 
like authentic warfare.—Zife. 


Ir was little Ernest’s bedtime. He knelt 
beside his mother and lisped, as thousands 
of little tongues would do, that evening, 
“Now I lay me down to sleep.” Ernest not 
only prayed at night, but asked a blessing 
on each meal. e finished the prayer in 
great haste, as though some other thought 
was crowding it out of the little mind, and 
said, looking earnestly into the eyes above 
him, **Say, mamma, 18 this the same feller 
I ask the blessing of?"— Voice. 


JoHN Burn is a reasonable man; he is a 
reflecting and moral character; and he 
fights to promote trade, to maintain peace 
and order on the face of the earth, and for 
the good of mankind in general. If John 
Bull conquers a nation, it is to improve its 
position in this world and secure its wel- 
fare in the next. If he goes after fresh 
fields and pastures new, he takes the Bible 
with him; then, by and by, the nativs hav 
got the Bible, and he has got the land. 

: He has not the slightest doubt the whole 
world was meant for him. And not only 
this one—John Bull considers the kingdom 
of heaven is incontestably a British pos- 
session.— Mas O’ Rell, 


Many stories—how true I do not know 
—were told by Mr. A—— and his wonder- 
ful would-be converts. Here is one. An 
old widow, Bryan, called on him, and on 
being shown into his library and asked by 
him what her business was, she said, 
** Well, now, your reverence, it’s what— 
I'd like to turn Protestant." Mr. A.: 
“ Why do you wish to change your relig- 
ion?" Widow B.: “Well, now, I'm told 
your reverence givs a blanket and a leg of 
mutton to anyone that turns." Mr. A 
** Do you mean to say that you would sell 
your soul for a blanket?” Widow B.: 
** No, your reverence, not without the leg 
of mutton."— W. R. La Fanu. 


Back in Marion county, Ind., there is a 
little town on the Johnson county line of 
about three hundred people. A stranger 
came into the town one Sunday, and walk- 
ing out from the hotel saw a little white 
church and a crowd going in. He noticed 
that it was a Lutheran church. He went 
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ent postpaid to any address for 10 cents o 
tho pue bt five ladies interested in embroidery 
and 4 cents to cover postage. : 
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2 Union St., New London, Conn. 
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on and in the next block saw a little brown 
church, and was surprised to see that it 
was also & Lutheran church. He went 
back to the hotel and told the proprietor 
that it struck him asstrange that in a little 
town like this, hardly able to sustain one 
church, there could be two churches just 
alike. ‘‘Whatdo you mean?” asked the 
landlord. The stranger told him what he 
had seen. ‘‘Oh,” replied the landlord, 
‘t you are mistaken. Those two churches 
are somewhat alike, but not just alike. 
Over in the white church they believe that 
the serpent tempted Eve, and Eve tempted 
Adam, and Adam fell; but over in the 
brown church they think that Adam was s 
bad egg from the start."—One of Lafe 
Pence’s Stories. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on  — 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 


Essay “On Suicide." 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 
The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


SIGINS 
‘PICTORIAL WORK 
GLASS CARDS. SILK BANNERS, 


—ESTIMATES 
Given For DUPLICATE SIGNS 
8t48 J. U. MANUTH, 210 Blue Island Ave., Chicago. 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Four Hnndred Years of Freethonght. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Bubseription book, 
elegant binding, one hundred and forty-one 
portraits, $5. 

Church Property: Should It be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should Not. 
Paper: 15 cents. ns 

The Better World. A dipinto the future 
of mankind on earth. By Dr. E. B. South- 
wick. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. : 

Religion and the Bible. An old subjeot 
in the light of modern thought. By F. D. 

: Cummings. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sar- 
casm. By L. G. Reed. Paper, 15 cents. 

Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bib!e and the Liquor Business, 
the Christ Principle, etc. By W. L. Willis. 
Paper, 10 cents. i 

Thnmbscrew and Rack. Illustrations sve- 
cially repared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. aper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By gonn E. Remsburg. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Cnrse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 2 cents, 

Design Argnment Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of Tux TRUTE 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings, Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethonght. By W. 8S. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasnre and Progress: An Attempt to 
Provethat the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 

ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
Development aad, that the promotion or 
easure is the Duty o ilanthropy an 
Statesmanship. By ‘Albert M. Lorentz, LLB. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide. to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesns. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents . 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Cloth, t leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethonght. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delnsion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein's Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 

Woman: Fonr Centnries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH BEEEEB, 
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SCIENTIFIC BOOKS CHEAP 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand 8 copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Oonstitution of Universities, 
with & survey of Medieval Education. By 

S. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

The Dawn of History; An Introduction to Pre- 
Historic Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth, 75 cents. 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology and 
tho History of Religion. By Fritz Schultz. 

6 cents. 


English: Past and Present. By Richard Ohene-. 


vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. 
Laing. 7% cents, 

Formation of Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. By Andrew Wilson, F.À.S.E. 
Two books in one volume. 75 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.S.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
iribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death; an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and_the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
0. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 

Glimpses_of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R. 
S.E.. F.L.8., with 85 Illustrations. $1. 

Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James 
Sully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By Sir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.8., M.P., D. C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.S. 75 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
pect of some Familiar Things. By W.M. 
Williams, F.0.8. Two books 1n one volume. 
75 cents. 

Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 75 cents. 


SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD A. 


Light Science for Leisure Hours. : 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. Six booksin one volume. $1.50 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E. D. SLENKER. 
Boards, = l 40 cents. 


By 8. 


PROCTOR, 


much courage, to make t. 


the heroine. 1 i j 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypoorits. It is 
just such 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever 


FOR HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface hy R. 6. INGERSOLL. 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 
iris and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 

k heir way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
The narrative is, in the main, & hise 


a story of human life as we should ex- 


he admires and appreciates is sure to 


be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Address 
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SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science. Oloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800 P" $1. 

Apples. of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Honr. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Ohildren and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. z 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


MAGIC LANTERNS 


4nd STER EO HOSES m TETUR user n 
every Bubjecot for eto. 
"or A profitable business fora man n amali capital. Ate 


Lanterns for Home Amusement. 250 


Catalogue fre: 
McALLISTE Ry Xi. Optivans, 49 Nassau St 


assau St. N.Ve 


LY CRAND DISCOVERY ! $ 


WANTED—s live man or woman in overy 
county where we have not already secured a 
Topresentativg to sell our “Nevada Silver” 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Spoons to cons 
sumera; asolid metal whiteas silvers no plate to 
wear offs goods guaranteed to wear a Mretimo; coat 
about one-tenth thatof silvers tho chance of a lifo- 
time; agents average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready salca covery where, Bo great is tho 
demand for our Solid Metaf Goods. Over One Mile 
Mon Dollars’ worthin daily use, Caso of samples 
Free. Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 


ALL styles of watches from 


138 up. Hand- 
some catalogue free. Safe Wato Oo. t 


; 9 Murray 
52t19' 


Otto Wettstein. 


Liberal Jeweler. 


DESIGNER OF 


THE OTTO WETT- 
STEIN WAICH. 


THE INGERSOLL 


SOUVENIR 
SPOON. 
THE FREE- 
THOUGHT 
BADGE, 
Rochelle, Illinois. 
NOTICE, 


Any-of my Liberal friends wishing anything in 
my line will do well by putting their address on 
a postal card, and I will mail price lists of my 
spe ialties, H can postttvly save you money, 

I hav been before the Liberal public for nearly 
forty yeara and to thore who favor mo with their 
orders, I will say that I will endeavor in every 
way to merit their kind patronage. Fraternally 

OTTO WETTSTEIN Tre Liverat Jeweler. 
Established 1857. Rochelle, 


Repair Work a Speotalty. 


Em 


booklet will be sent to their 
eaten cents, sealed in a plain envelope, 
f giving causes and symptoms of thecom- 
T Ü plaints, andad tion of the Doctor’s 
mportant medical -an Out. 
ward Application—a positive cure—the only rem. 
aay of the kind In existence~with evidences of suc 
sees, Address, DR, R. p, FELLOWS, 
day whore you saw thisadver. Vineland, N J 


m- I wish to say that I am an out-and-out 
LIBEBAL, and I trust the Freethinkers of the land 
will give me their pat-cnage and not waste their 
time and money on Christian doctors.—Dr. Fele 
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“And they shall heak their swords inb o ploughshares, 


anà their spears into pruning nooks: 
Nation shalt not ligt up a sword 
against’ nation , neither shall 

"heu ear, war any mores" 
= *Micah ww, 33 


One of the Japanese armies .is rapidly 


approaching Moudken, the capital of Man. 

ehooria, while another has surrounded - 
Port Arthur on the land side and captured 

several outlying forts. Chinchiu-. and 

Talien-wan hav been taken by the Japan- 

ese. It is reported that the United Stateg 

government has offered to intervene be- 

tween the belligerents, i 


Masor-Gen, O. O. Howarp, having 
reached the age limit, was last week put 


HOW ANOTHER PREDIOTION IS BEING FULFILLED. 


on the retired list of the United States 
Army, and Brig.-Gen. Alexander Mc- 
Dowell McCook, the.oldest of the ten 
“fighting MeCook" brothers, was pro- 
moted to the major generalship over the 
heads of Ruger, Merritt, and Brook. He 
will retire for age the 22d of next April and 
then the others will have a chance. Col. 
James W. Forsyth takes McCook’s place 
as brigadier, 


Tue election on the 6th inst. resulted in 
the overwhelming triumph of the Repub- 
licans. The landslide was equal to that 
for the Democrats in 1890. The Demo- 
cratic majority in the House of Repre- 
sentativa has been overcome and the Re- 

` | publicans hav instead a majority of about 
150. In the Senate the Populists will hold 
the balance of power, although some may 
vote with the Republicans to organize the . 
Senate. Illinois, Wisconsin, New York, 
New Jersey, Missouri, and Delaware hav 
gone into the Republican camp. Even 
Tennessee and California are in doubt, 
Tammany was overthrown in this city, the 
combined opposition winning by from 
forty to fifty thousand, and Hill had 
barely 8,000 plurality in the town, and was 
beaten in the state by 157,000. Wheeler, 
independent Democrat, received about 
26,000. The new constitution was adopted, 
and the rapid transit scheme favored in 


this city as well as the inquiry proposition 
In the whole 


JY ows of the (eek. 


Nox-vNIOoN cloakmakers and policemen 
hav recently been attacked in this city by 
mobs of women. 


A ooNFERENOE is now in session in Rome 
to consider the reunion of the Eastern and 
Western churches, 


Joun Warrer, chief proprietor of the 
London Z'imes, died recently. He was 
seventy-six years of age, 


By the collapse of the Montreal Street 
Railway Company’s building several men 
were killed and wounded. 


PHILIP GILBERT Hamerton, the essayist 
and art critic, died in London on Nov. 6. 
He was born Sept. 10, 1834. 


Ture is a cabinet crisis in Chili, while 
in Argentina a new cabinet has been 
formed. which is not expected to last very 
long. 

Ox Oct. 15 a volcano on the island of 
Ambrym, in the New Hebrides group, de- 
stroyed all the nativ villages on one side 
of the island. 


REAR ADMIRAL BANOROFT GHERADI, of 
the United States Navy, went on the re- 
tired list on Noy. 10, having reached the 
age of sixty-two. 


Ture was a transit of Mercury on Nov. 
11, the planet touching the sun’s disk at 11 
A.M. in this latitude, and its passage was 


reported in the same country as the result 
of the recent earthquake. 


Turis thousand Armenians, including 
women &nd children, are reported massa- 
ered near Moosh, Turkish Armenia, by 
the Kurds. Turkish officers deny the 
Story. 


Tux genial caricaturist '*Chip" (Frank 
P. W. Bellew) died last week. He was the 
son of a popular artist, Frank Bellew, fa- 
mousageneration ago. He was only thirty- 
two years old. 


TuE Supreme Court of New Jersey has 
decided that the wagon license law under 
which Asbury Park and other boroughs 
collected fees from the owners of delivery 
wagons is unconstitutional. EO eg 


A OoLnLISION between a passenger and a 
freight train on the Baltimore and Ohio 
road occurred at Rosen Steel Siding in 
Pennsylvania, on Nov. 7, whereby six 
persons were killed and two wounde 


GUILLAUME Louis FIGUR, the cele. 
brated French scientist and author, died in 
Paris on Nov. 10.' He wrote more than 
eighty volumes besides his memoirs and 
ee contributions. He was born in 

9. 


Ex-Governor WILLIAM E. RUSSELL, of 
Massachusetts, has been appointed a mem- 
ber of the Board of Indian Commissioners 
by the president. The office carries no 
salary, traveling expenses only being 
allowed. 


indefinitly, or at least until the new city 
officers hav reorganized the various de- 
partments, ; 


Iris reported from Washington that in 


order to repair the gold reserve and to 
provide for its maintenance at $100,000, 000, 
five per cent’ bonds will be issued on & 
three per cent basis, 
ever, deny the report. 


- Tug Hovas government of Madagascar 
seems disposed to resist the aggressions of 
the French. Since the death of the Czar 
the latter are apparently inclined to move 
za little more slowly, not being so sure of 
the support of Russia as they were. 


For some time a fight has been on be- 


tween the white and colored screwmen at. 


New Orleans. The former hay thrown 
the tools of the latter out of the ships, and 
hav also killed some of them. On Novem- 
ber 12th an incendiary fire destroyed cot- 
ton to the value of $500,000. 


Free broke out on ten of thirteen ships 
loading with cotton at Savannah, on Nov: 
6 and 7. The fires were undoubtedly 
incendiary, and it is suspected that the 
employment of non-union labor by the 
Shipping companies had something to do 
with the attempted destruction. 


ARGENTINA i8 rapidly coming to the 
front as the rival of the United States in the 
breadstuffs, meat, tallow, hides, and wool 
markets of the world. The area adapted 
to wheat is about equal to that of this 
country, and at present it costs the agri- 


Some dailies, how- 


regarding consolidation. 
country the Populists probably doubled 
their vote, although their representation 
in the next House will be less than that in 
the present, unless some of, their nominees 
are seated on contest. They lost. four 
Congressmen, the state officers, and the 
legislature in Kansas, and everything but 
one Congréssman (Bell) in Colorado. 
They saved Kem (probably) in Nebraska, 
and elected Holcomb governor. In Min- 
nescta they lost one, but gained one in 
Alabama, and four, by fusion, in North 
Carolina, while Newlands, Silver, was re- 
elected in Nevada.. They will hav one 
Senator by fusion in North Carolina ag‘ 
will the Republicans, and Tillman, of 
South Carolina; belongs with them on 
financial issues. In Texas they came very 
near securing two or three representativa, 
and hav greatly reduced the Democratic 
majority. There the Republieans get one 
Congressman, for. the first’ time since re- 
construction days. The Democratic de- 
feat all over the country is‘ largely due 
io the Democratic stay-at-homes, who 
amounted to 25 per cent of the usual: 
Democratic vote in Arkansas and Massa- 
chusetts, for instance. In Maine Repub- 
lican majorities were doubled, while their 
vote was increased only one per cent. 
Springer, Bland, Wilson, Hatch, Bynum, 
Holman, Simpson, Cummings, "Tracy, 
Johnson, O'Neill, Fithian, Pence, Outh- 
waite, and many other leaders are left at _ 
home. Maguire, the Single Taxer, was 
the only Democrat saved in California, 
Adolph Sutro, nominated by the Popu- 
lists and indorsed by the American Pro- 


observed for five hours. 


Tuar volcano of Colima in Mexico is in 
activ eruption, and fifteen deaths hav been 


Tue Committee of Seventy, which did | culturists only about half as much to get 
so much toward the overthrow of Tam- | their products to the shipping ports as it 
many, will probably continue in existence does our farmers, 


tectiv Association, was elected mayor of 
San Francisco on the Southern Pacific 
} monopoly issue. r . 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Tue Trura SerKer has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
TnurH SzzKers hav been scattered broadcast over 
the land. 

With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer's work is done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 


arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immehse 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
Truru Seeker, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 


DOLLAR, and we Will mail each of thema copy 


of Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
to scatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc. 
tion. 


“400 YEARS OF FREETHOUCHT IS NOW READY!” 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 
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The hypocrit sits at his sumptuous board, 
And thanks the Lord for the feast before him, 


With never & thought for the hungry horde 
"Who curse the hour their mothers bore them. 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Tux Teura Sexxer has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the * Church Property " pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 

. sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Truru Szzkras hav been scattered broadcast over 
the land. 

With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer's work is done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and.so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. Jt has liberalized us all. It puts 
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Thus Selfishness sits and stuffs at ease, 
Drinks of his wines and liquors rare, 
Seeking himself and his church to please 

While many are dying ig dumb despair. 


arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “ answered” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do. is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
Trurn Szzkzn, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now henor, became a Liberal. Previously ke 
was arigid churchman. Thereare more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian aequaintanees and QNE 


+ SEE 
ES pee 


Ae OBE 


» 
q 


LOPES. 


NA m 
N NS 
AN 


N 
NSW NW. 
NS NN P 


EGG 


yd 
Vid 


| ADAN 


E 


Giv thanks to the Lord as you cut and earve 


(He is watching the sparrows lest they fall); 
There is food in abundance; yet thousands starve, 
For the gourmand and hypocrit gets it all. 


DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a copy 
of Paine’s “ AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some éditor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. . i 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
ary in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
to scatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. 
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When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers: 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 

The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll. It is aradical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literaty, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘Four 
HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


rer 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB : 
OFFER ! 


“FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ” 
FREE OF CHARGES. 
AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
. we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, & copy in boarda of 
THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated Py, WATSON 
, 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of ' 
BELL'S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT. 


For $5 we willsend Tux TaurH Srexer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
preat Works Complete”($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. 

For $5 we will send Taz TRUTH SEEKER one year ($3) and “The World's 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers" ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Truru Szzxer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander’s * Dynamic Theory" ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Tux TaurH SEEKER one year 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tue Trura SEEKER one year ($3) and “The Free. 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). l 

For $4 we will send Tuz TRUTH SEEKER one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Tus Trury SEEKER one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in board covers ($1). 


‘The Freethinker's Badge-pin == zeok seexen 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and Taz TauTH 
EEXEB ono year for $5. 


($3) and “The 


FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


. The TRUTH 


SEEKER and The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH SEEKER, $5. th i i 
pawl boo, more. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER” °° Either kind (Tes or Sugar) Spoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


Ree 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL. 
SUBSCRIPTION. 


OERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


The Truth Seeker. ii 


— à 9 —————— 


QE Drafts, Checho and Money Orders, to be made payable to 
E. M. MACDONALD. : 


CF TERMS sD 


SAMPLE COPIES FREE. . D 
$0. One subscription with two new subscribers, in 


» 3 


Three months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, 0.75 

Six “ u " = 1 a 1.50 one remittance, 0. e > 5. 52. $7.00 

Single subscription, one year, ; - 3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in 

One subscriptionetwo years, — ** io - 5.00 oneremittance,. = = = «= a «= 8.50 

Two new subscribers, £5 nes ^e 5.00 .| One subscription with four new subscribers, in 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, © = 8 525 25 52 52 610.00 
remittance, T: >» - =- 5.00 


ser Fill out the accompanying Subscription : 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 


will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $1; by getting three new subscribers 


Biank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


This makes 


PERI DNRADE 


In connection with our “ Missionary Scheme” of sending . 
Hight Copies of Paine’s “Age of Reason” to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting 
people read Tue Truru Szexer for awhile. To this end we 


make the following offer: 
To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


"We feel confident that everyone who reads Tux TRUTH 
Srzxer for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 

his at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if ` 
they will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Latayette Pl. New York. 


The Truth Seeker Ca., 


Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for 
Jnclosed find $in payment of the same. 


he will not only get his own /7ee, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. 
with them the advantages of the club rates. 


If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, with its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 
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28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Single subsoription, in advanoe..............--.. e. seen eee 98 OO 
One subscription two years, in advanoe......-.... eee sess, S OO 
Two new subscribers........ ——— t€ $ 00 


One subscription with one new subscriber, in one remittance. 9 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one remit- 
PANOG s sie rcbrrao res reaboséUsrsecotésbbonaée eo erat oecarko 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one remit- 
(l0 NEN rnm 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one remit- 
p BAM IE OO 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one 
remittance. 


Money should de sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-oftce 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MAODONALD, 

88 Lafayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is uot a regular subscriber. 


Can the Christian Be Happy? 

The Christian Endeavorers recently held a national 
convention in Cleveland. An exchange quotes from 
another paper the remarks which follow, attributed 
to a motorman in that city: l 

** T never enjoyed anything better than that convention 
—and I didn’t go to a single session, either. Every 
night, on my last run, I had a carload of those happy 
young folks, and to see their faces and hear them sing, 
was enough to giv a fellow an idea of religion such as he 
had never heard before. I had never known that Chris- 
tians were so happy.” 

And real Christians of good character are never 
so happy. This poor motorman was able to ob- 
serve but he could not reason. The creed of every 
orthodox church teaches that the vast majority of 
the human family is doomed to an eternity of ex- 
cruciating agony in hell. Only the few will be 
saved. To thoughtful, conscientious men and 
women who really believe this there can never come 
true happiness. Their days and nights must be 
filled with horror. Only the shallow-minded or the 
vicious and cruel can believe in orthodox Christian- 
ity and be even partially happy. Those young people 
of the Christian Endeavor Society are Christians by 
inheritance, convention, and contagion only; if 
they believed in that religion as the Christians of 
other ages believed in it they would lock the chains 
of another Inquisition on the world. The person 
who actually believes that an eternity of pain or of 
joy depends upon what one believes in this world 
will stop at no crime which promises to save the 
“goul” of the doubter or the souls of those who 
might otherwise be lost through his heresy. With 
comparativly few exceptions, the Christian En- 
deavorers would not persecute in the name of Chris- 
tian theology; the spirit of the age is against it, 
and they do not hav enough faith to strongly cham- 
pion that which is unpopular, but they are ready 
to persecute in the name of “Christian morality,” 
for that is the way in which the dogma of exclusiv 
salvation manifests itself in this century, a century 
which lies between the past epoch of faith and war 
and the coming epoch of science and solidarity. 
' They think they believe, but they only accept, yet 
the old poison of intolerance is in their blood. In 
the ancient times Christians persecuted that the 
souls of men might be saved from a dreamed-of hell; 
at the present time Christians and some others, all 


of them having lost faith in hell, persecute to save 
the bodies of men from various real and imaginary 
hells on earth. 


A Great Newspaper's Mistakes. 


The Chicago Inter-Ocean appears to hav been 
considerably disturbed by the late lecture of 
Colonel Ingersoll in that city. Here is a specimen 
paragraph from an editorial in that paper: 

** To many it may seem strange that the Press Club of 
Chicago, which by those who do not know better is be- 
lieved to represent the most matured and best thought 
of the profession of journalism, frequently invites Colone 
Ingersoll to lecture upon a subject and in a manner that 
is insulting to the intelligence and aggravating [Mr. 
Nixon must mean irritating instead of aggravating] to the 
feelings of those who—and they form an immense ma- 
jority of civilization—believe in the existence of God, in 
a written revelation of his character and purpose, and in 
the spiritual and temporal dependence of man upon him. 
This action of the Press Club is not representativ of the 
newspaper people.” 

Because the Inter-Ocean does not agree with 
Colonel Ingersoll does not seem to be a valid 
reason for the unkind fling at the Press Club. Its 
arguments would hav been just as strong with that 
omitted and then we should hav been less likely to 
suspect that its other remarks were inspired by 
bad temper or jealousy. But one clause in that 
sentence, taken in connection with an assertion 
which follows, calls for some comment. It is in- 
directly asserted that the most matured and best 
thought of the profession of journalism in-Chicago 
is not favorable to the employment of Colonel In- 


gersoll to lecture before the Press Club, which may’ 


or may not be true, but when the additional state- 
ment is made that the immense majority of civiliza- 
tion “believe in the existence of God, in a written 
revelation of his character and purpose, and in the 
spiritual and temporal dependence of man upon 
him,” we perceive that there is an attompt made to 
identify “the most matured and best thought” of 
the Press Club with the thought of the “immense 
majority of civilization” which accepts the creed 
named by the Znter- Ocean. Can it be possible that 
the Chicago paper believes that that “immense 
majority” of the nations which are called Christian 
and which accepts the Christian and Theistic dog- 
mas enumerated is really possessed of the best and 
most matured thought of the civilized world? 
Where is the faith in those tenets the stronger— 
in the centers of literary and scientific culture or 
in the less advanced states and in the sections of all 
the states where ignorance is still the portion of the 
masses ofthe people? Is there more, or less, Free- 
thought in Germany than in Spain and Portugal? 
In England and France than in Mexico and the Cen- 
traland South American countries? In Paris, Lyons, 
and Marseilles than in the Vendean provinces? 
In London than in the country districts of England 
and Ireland? In the Northern than in the South- 
ern states? Among the whites rather than among 
the blacks? All these questions are answered in 
the asking and they completely dispose of the 
Inter-Ocean’s preposterous claim. 

We hav little doubt that the action of the Chi- 
cago Press Club is representativ of “the newspaper 
people” of that town. We are well assured that 
the great majority of them like to hav the oppor- 
tunity to hear Colonel Ingersoll speak and thank 
the Club for its enterprise in securing his services. 
It is quite probable that many of them are more or 
less orthodox in their views, but that will not always 
prevent their enjoying his satire and arguments. Of 
course, also, there are those among them who are 
the victims of the counting-room, and who are 
therefore compelled to say one thing when they 
think another. This is unfortunate for them and 


their readers, and we cannot help regretting that 
Colonel Ingersoll has not yet succeeded in so com- 
pletely crippling the church that it can no longer 


| prevent the expression of the real sentiments of the 


most timid citizen. But he has done much to make 
intellectual honesty possible for all without risk of 
starvation. It is well that the Chicago Press Club 
is disposed to help him in this good work, and we 
hope that it will keep right on in the same course, 
unmindful of the lamentations of a few belated 
journalists. But once more the Inter. Ocean : 

** Tt is sufficient to say that Mr. Ingersoll does not rank 
among skeptics with Voltaire, or with Renan, or with 
Huxley, or even with Hume. Religiously, or irrelig 
iously, he is the philosopher of the jejune. And to-day 
it is, as in other days it has been, the fashion of the jejune 
to affect what goes in cant as liberalism, but which is the 
extreme of intolerance, inasmuch as it seeks and delights 
to offend the sensibilities of Christendom.” 

It is the especial delight of Christian champions 
to assert that the present day advocates of Free- 
thought are not to be compared, in ability and influ- 
ence, with the noted Freethinkers who in past ages 
gave battle to the hosts of Christianity. This is 
supposed to effectually answer their arguments and 
dispose of their facts. Generally at other times 
there is nothing mean enough to say about those 
old Infidel heroes. The Christian protagonist, lay 
or clerical, is an odd specimen of humanity. 

“Jejune” is an epithet that does not seem to 
hav any particular applicability to the young, 
earnest, vigorous, and conquering scientific Free- 
thought of the nineteenth and twentieth centu- 
ries. To call the Liberalism which demands 
equal rights for every citizen of the republic, 
no matter what his belief on the subject of religion, 
«the extreme of intolerance” is as ridiculous as it is 
unfair and untrue. To say that any Freethinker 
delights to “offend the sensibilities of Christians” 
is to plead the baby act. Until Christians repudi- 
ate the absurd and atrocious dogmas of their 
religion they must expect them to be argued against 
and satirized. Is the Freethinker to conceal his 
thoughts lest the expression of them should offend 
the sensibilities of Christians? Has the religionist 
evér been mindful of the sensibilities of the Free- 
thinker to the extent of ceasing to preach the gos- 
pel of the Nazarene? Has he not sent missionaries 
into every corner of the world to argue against, 
misrepresent, ridicule, and lampoon the religious 
beliefs of the nativs? More than this: Has not the 
Christian waged war against heathen nations, and 
against nations of Christians who differed from his 
own in regard to certain tenets of Christianity? 
Has he not tortured millions of his fellows because 
they had doubts regarding the truth of all the dog- 
mas of the Christian religion, or regarding some of 
those dogmas, or were suspected of having such 
doubts, or were related to other unfortunates who 
had doubts, or were accused of having communica- 
tion with the “father of lies"? Did he think about 
‘gensibilities” then? Why, he tried then, as his suc- 
cessors do now, to make it appear that the agonized 
victim of the Inquisition was the aggressor, that he 
had disturbed the “peace of the children of God,” 
that he had “offended their sensibilities.” The 
Inter-Ocean would like to hav us believe that Colo- 
nel Ingersoll is an invader of the rights of his fel- 
low citizens, when every unprejudiced person knows 
that he is fighting the battles of Freethought sim- 
ply to liberate the minds of men from the thraldom 
of intolerant superstitions, and to giv to each citizen 
of the republic the rights and opportunities enjoyed 
by all other citizens. Let the Jnter-Ocean plant 
itself on the platform of secularization, and labor - 
for the total separation of church and state, and 
then it will hav a right to set itself up as a critic of 
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intolerance, for its own skirts will be clear of that 
stain; but so long as it sanctions the injustice that 
giv8 to the members of churches privileges paid for 
by non-church members it has no-call to complain 
of the attacks made upon that system of injustice, 
on the score that those attacks “offend the sensi- 
bilities” of those who are responsible for the exist- 


ence and continuance of the injustice. 


The Inter-Ocean says that Bacon, Voltaire, Na- 
poleon, and Kant hav in “brilliant aphorisms” 
confirmed the edict of David, king of Israel, that 
* the fool hath said in his heart, there is no God,” 
and it givs it as its opinion that “no member of 
the Press Club can stand on any side of this quad- 


rilateral of immortal intelligences, nor can Mr. 
Ingersoll himself.” 
Ingersoll has not said “there is no God”; he has 


contented himself with rendering the verdict of 
“not proven,” a verdict which has been concurred 


in by many very eminent Christians. The latter 
hav said that it never could be logically or scien- 
tifically demonstrated that there is a god, but that 
there must be one, or human life is a failure. As 
to the names of the great men which are hurled at the 
heads of the Atheist and Agnostic, it is sufficient to 
say that there is no belief, however absurd, which 
has not been accepted by men eminent in various 
departments of human thought and activity. A 
brilliant array of names could be marshaled to giv 
respectability to the superstition of demoniacal 
possession, but it is doubtful if even this “proof” 
would be sufficient to convince the editor of the 
Inter- Ocean of the reality of witchcraft. Beyond 
this, it may well be said that it is very probable that 
if the men named had lived in this age of scientific 
development, they would not so readily hav con- 
curred in the dictum of the author of the Psalms. 

‘*There are subjects upon which Mr. Ingersoll lect- 
ures Without offense to the deepest and—whether he be- 
lieves it or not—the holiest sentiments of mankind. * * ° 
But the gentlemen who direct the affairs of the Press 
Club do not ask Mr. Ingersoll to lecture upon unobjec- 
tionable topics. They seem to take delight in parading 
themselvs as fautors of attack upon sentiments and opin 
ions that are cherished as sacred by at least eight-tenths 
of allthe citizens of Chicago and of more than eight- 
tenths of all that is brainy, all that is constructiv, and all 
that is decent.” 

Where do we find “holiness” in the fancy that 
God chose a certain tribe to be his favorit people? 
That the first man and woman of this tribe dis- 
obeyed the commands of this God, and in so doing 
entailed a heritage of sin, suffering, and death on 
the whole human family and all other inhabitants 
of the earth as well? That this god was possessed 
of all wisdom and power, and hence knew before he 
created these people just what they would do? 
That this same God had provided from the “ be- 
ginning "—knowing that such an atonement would 
be necessary—for the cruel death of his only son as 
a propitiation for the transgression of the man and 
woman who were made just as God, the father of this 
foreordained sacrifice, had wished them to be made, 
having made them himself? That a previous at- 
tempt of God to raise up a generation of righteous 
people having come to naught through the wicked- 
ness of those who were saved in the ark, God had 
his son killed as he had predestined that he should 
be killed, knowing that the ark scheme would be a 
flat failure? That the predefermined murder of 
the son of God was also a failure, as his father had 
known that it would be eternities before the first 
human being was made, only a very few of the chil- 
dren of Adam accepting the offered opportunity to 
be saved from the deathless fires of hell, their re- 
jection of the terms of forgivness being due to their 
inability to believe the story told them about the 
creation, the fall, the atonement, and the terrible 
fate awaiting them if they did not believe, God hav- 
ing made their minds just as he wanted them to be 
—for he looked down on his creation, and declared 
that it was good—while uncounted billions of 
them hav never heard of the gospel of salvation? 
These are some of the idiotic and fiendish dogmas 
which the Znter-Ocean dignifies with the name of 
the “holiest sentiments of mankind”! And it avers 
that more than eight-tenths of “all that is brainy, all 
that is constructiv, and all that is decent” in the 
population of Chicago cherishes as sacred this terri- 


It so happens that Colonel 


ble creed of barbarism? Does not Mr. Nixon know 
that in Chicago, as elsewhere, the intensity of faith 
in the Christian “plan of salvation ” is, as a rule, in an 
inverse ratio to the nativ intelligence and the educa- 
tion of men and women? If he does not know it, 
he is lamentably unobservant. 


John Mahara writes to Taz Teura SrrxER that 
A. B. Frost should hav been credited with a contri- 
bution of $1 to the Secular Union Congress fund. 
The credit was omitted by mistake. 


Those two new issues of the Truth Seeker 
Library, * The Better World," by Dr. Southwick, 
and “ Religion and the Bible,” by F. D. Cummings, 
are receiving favorable notices, and bid fair to be 
quite popular among readers of that class of litera- 
ture. The first named contains 375 pages and the 
other 314. The price of each is 50 cents in paper 
and $1 in cloth. The reading season is here and 


now is the time to lay in a good supply of Liberal |. 


literature. 


«It has pleased our Lord to recall to him our 
much-beloved sovereign." So say the Russian 
official phrase-mongers. From which it is to be in- 
ferred that the czar at one time lived with the 
Lord, who, presumably, grew tired of his company 
and sent him down to Russia to raise cain for 
a while. Now the old fellow, who was always very 
changeable, if the Bible is to be believed, wants to 
hav him with him for an indefinit period. Why 
does he not “ recall” the rest of the Romanofts? 


‘Some of the Russian bishops are having their 
miters made of aluminum, greatly to the scandal of 
their more conservativ brethren. According to the 
Tribune, they look upon the practice as sacrilegious. 
“Think of St. Paul with an aluminum miter,” they 
piously ejaculate. Will the orthodox church banish 
these new heretics to Siberia to keep company with 
the Stundists and other Protestants and Free. 
thinkers? How light a thing may tip down the 
scale on one end of which is poised eternal salvation ! 


The superserviceable * Christian people” of 
Wichita Falls, Texas, held a mass me: ting to pro- 
test against the Sunday excursion of a hose com- 
pany to that. town. The bigots objected to the 
baseball playing, bicycle racing, and other harmless 
sports which were to compose the amusements of 
the day. They hypocritically said that it was to 
the interest of the “laboring men” to discourage 
such desecration of the “Sabbath.” "Why? Un- 
doubtedly because it would keep many of them out 
of the church. Cannot the “laboring men” see 
through this sham ? 


It seems almost like a bit of ancient history to 
read of the passage, in the upper Fouse of the Hun- 
garian Diet, of the bill granting freedom of wor- 
ship to all religious beliefs. It recalls the action 
of successiv states of Europe after 1848 which 
granted civil and religious emancipation. Hungary, 
among the earliest to proclaim civil and religious 
liberty, has been among the last to sanction such a 
law, its recent history being largely a series of re- 
actions. The present bill was adopted by a major- 
ity of three only. The Liberal movement may be 
deferred, but cannot be depressed; that is the law 
of history. 


TE ence eee EN 

Christians are never tired of asserting that their 
religion is an evangel of peace to the world, while 
facts continually giv fiat denial to the boast. A 
letter from Japan, received by the Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions in this city, says that 
“the country is full of the spirit of war and the 
Christians are especially eager for the fray to prove 
that they are patriots.” It is probably well for 
Japan that, in this instauce, there is so much dif- 
ference between Christian precept and Christian 
practice, although a Quaker example is a good one 
for the world in the long run, if it does not mark 
the submission to injustice which it may easily do. 


What would the church do if it were not for the 
women? The dailies tell us that in the village of 
Highland, up the Hudson, one woman bakes cakes 
and pies which she sells about the town, and 


another has taken up the occupation of boot-black. 
“There are few earnest church women in Highland 
who are not engaged in menial work of some kind 
in behalf of the churches.” If that earnestness and 
zeal could only be utilized in useful work, what a 
blessing they would be to the world! But why 
does the reporter characterize honest and fruitful 
labor as “menial?” Is it so that he can magnify 
the church services of the women by speaking of 
their “unusual method of bearing the cross”? . 
ee VS ORUM Tagus 


As a movement is on foot to close the barber 
shops of Boston by law on Sunday the Freethought 
Letter Writing corps will reach the people of that 
city with common sense arguments by sending let- 
ters this week to the editor of the Daily Globe. 
If those workmen are all agreed to close on that 
day they do not need any law to enable them to do ` 
go, while if they are not agreed it is utterly foreign 
to the spirit of free institutions for the majority to 
compel the minority to suspend work at their be- 
hest. Cooperation, and alternation of work and 
rest periods, will permit all to get one day of leisure 
each week, or more, for that matter. Down with 
the law-enforced Sunday ! 


Why did not God make his revelation in a poly- 
glot form so that people everywhere could get it 
right at once instead of having to wait hundreds or 
thousands of years for the mistakes of the earlier 
translators to be corrected? Here is Professor M. 
L. Bloom writing to the World that the Solomaic 
injunction “Spare the rod and spoil the child" 
should be translated so that “rod” would be ren- 
dered “ disciplin.” This is the dictum, he says, of 
the *most erudite Biblicists.” Think of the kind 
of a God we hav who would allow such a mistrans- 
lation as that to cause millions of tender little 
children to be abused in the most shameful way! 
What is a revelation worth that does not reveal ? 


We shall issue a TRUTH Szxxxzs Annvat this sea- 
son and we now request our readers to send us the 
names of all Freethought and Secular societies and 
Sunday-schools, with the names of the president 
and secretary, and also place and time of meeting. 
Please send names and permanent address of lec- 
turers and occasional speakers. The latter are par- 
ticularly desired, as we often hav inquiries for 
some one to deliver a funeral address and some- 
times are unable to comply with the request, as our 
regular lecturers are too far away from the place 
where the speaker is wanted. Let us hear from all 
men and women who are qualified for and will do 
this very necessary work. The Annuar will cost 
25 cents. Table of contents will be announced 
later. Send in your orders to insure early filling. 

ae e 

Anent the late political overturning in this city, 
the New York Press exclaims that the “purity of 
New York homes has been preserved; the purity 
of New York womanhood has been vindicated.” 
Without the slightest desire to impugn the inten- . 
tions of the reformers, it must be said that such 
talk is the veriest gammon. The defeat of the 
long-dominant political power in this city will not 


‘destroy the social evil; it will not appreciably 


affect it. Prostitution has always been associated 
with the social condition we call civilization and 
while it would be foolish to say that it always will 
be, it is equally foolish to declare that the change 
of municipal rulers will produce a revolution in that 
regard in New York. Probably police blackmail 
will be checked for a time, but it is doubtful if, on 
the whole, justice will be any less blind than before. 
So long as clergymen and other empirical quacks 
hav a controling influence in municipal affairs we 
cannot reasonably look for scientific and humane 
treatment of the unfortunate. Anti-naturalism will 
poison and pervert the most promising of reform 


movements. 
— ——-—" 


Referring to the late Constitutional Convention 
of this state the Christian Advocate says: 


“The following points hav been gained: . 

**1. A constitutional recognition of the principle in- 
volved in the prohibition of sectarian appropriations. 

**2. This principle is applied without qualification to 
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the free public school system by the adoption of a sweep- 
ing amendment so thoroughly prohibitiv as to be thor- 
oughly protectiv.” 


This is a mistake; the letter is applied to the 
common school system, but the principle is not so 
applied. By not forbidding all religious instrue- 
tion in the publie schools the way is left open for 
the reading of the Bible, the saying of prayers, and 
the singing of non-denominational Christian hymns. 


This is what was intended by the Protestants who | 


secured the adoption of the amendment. So sec- 
tarian appropriations are still in order, being given 
in the form of taxes paid by non-Christians for the 
teaching of Christian and Theistic dogmas, which 
are sectarian dogmas, in the common schools. Dr. 
Buckley knows that this is the truth, but he does 
not touch the issue thus made. 
a ge 

Our enemy is the political church. The choice is 
not ours; the issue is forced upon us. Freethinkers 
individually should work for such reforms in so- 
cial and industrial fields as they can and at the 
same time not relax their vigilance against the theo- 
cratic schemers who are determined to make this re- 
public a vassal of the church. The deadliest foe of 
liberty and justice is a religion enthroned in the 
state. What we hav to meet and defeat is told in 
these words which we quote from the Christian 
Reformer of November 3d: 

** We must see that the great issues are moral, and not 
merely economic. We must come to the conviction that 
Christ is upon the throne as Lord of the Sabbath and 
King of kings, and that our relation .as & nation to his 
law of the Sabbath, and to his authority in every depart- 
ment of national action, is the one all-important question 
for us to consider and settle aright." 

Which being interpreted means that the church 
will, if she can—and she has already succeeded ina 
large measure—force her views of Sunday observ- 
ance upon the people of the United States. To 
accomplish that is, however, only a small part of 
her program, as we hav often shown in these columns. 
The friends of religious freedom must get together 
and work as they hav never done before; the battle 
is on and for us it is victory or surrender. Which 
shall it be? 


The heart, brain, and stomach of the Sabbatarian 
crusade is the priesthood. If it cannot monopolize 
one-seventh of the citizen’s time it will ruin every 
entérprise that it can and make life miserable for all 
who do not think and act as this arrogant power 
desires them to do. Rev. J. B. Cranfill, who was 
the Prohibition candidate for vice-president a few 
years ago, writes as follows to the Waco (Texas) 
News and Day- Globe: 


** The action of the cotton palace directory in opening 
the doors on Sunday will bring pain to many hearts, and 
will, if not rescinded, make it necessary for many who 
hav helped the enterprise to withdraw their co-operation 
and become activ opponents of the whole affair. Ido not 
hesitate to say for myself, and I believe I voice the sen- 
timents of hundreds of our best people, that I shall 
vigorously oppose the cotton palace projeot in toto if it 
thus sets at defiance the word of God and the earnest 
Christian sentiment of the community. As a business 
move our cotton palace directory will find that this dis- 

` regard of the Christian sentiment of Waco and Texas and 
the world will cost more than it comes to. If the matter 
remains as it is, I shall feel it my duty as 4 citizen, as a 
Christian, and as editor of the most widely circulated re- 
ligious paver in the Southern states to make this and 
every other enterprise & failure that flies in the face of 
Christianity and good morals." 


How is that for impudence? The spirit mani- 
fested by Mr. Cranfill is the spirit that the priest 
has manifested in all lands and all ages. Sure as 
'the priests are that they are the only custodians of 
the secrets of the Almighty, equally sure are they 
that the salvation of the world is their mission, that 
they hav the right to command, and that he who 
will not obey is a rebel against God and a traitor to 
the state. What business is it of the Reverend 
Cranfill's whether the Cotton Palace is or is not 
openon Sunday? If he does not wish to attend on 
that day he can go on some other; no one would 
think of attempting to compel him to attend on 
Sunday or any other day. But he is not so respect- 
ful of the rights of his neighbors. He is possessed 
: of the conceit that he is a better judge of their needs 
and desires than they are themselvs. He is so foolish 
as to think that he has a commission to bully them 


into staying at home on the day that they want to go 
to the Cotton Palace, while he would be in a white 
heat of rage if they told him that he should not 
preach on a certain day or should attend a place of 
amusement on that day. But they hav precisely 
the same right to issue such commands to him that 
he has to issue his Sunday-keeping comm nds to 
them. So long as a considerable proportion of the 
people of any country are afraid of the ghosts in 
whose names such men as Cranfill presume to 
speak, so long will the priests insult, browbeat, and 
rob the people. Only the Freethinker is really free 
from the superstitious dread of the priest; all 
others hava sneaking notion or a sure conviction 
that he can call “spirits from the vasty deep ” and 
that those spirits can in some way work them more 
or less serious injury, here and hereafter. 


October 21st, on the occasion of the laying of the 
-corner stone of the new German Hospital, and they 
applied to the mayor for the necessary permit. He 
is reported by the Staats Zeitung to hav replied: | 
* Neither Germans, Irish, nor Bohemians should 
ask for special privileges. I am not the mayor of 
the Germans alone.” Very true, but neither should 
he be the mayor of the Sabbatarians alone, which 
he manifestly is, so far as the Sunday issue is con- 
cerned. He denies equality of rights to the Ger- 
mans, not to preserve the equal rights of the Sab- 
batarians, but to guarantee to them a monopoly of 
one day of the week. He denies equal rights to 
the Germans and grants special privileges to the 
Sabbatarians, and that is the way in which he 
demonstrates that he is a mayor of all the people 
of the city! Whyhe does this he unwittingly tells 
us in the next sentence after that we hav just 
quoted: “I believe in churches and I am a church- 
man.” Exactly, and consequently he knows of no 
better way to pronote church interests than the 
time-honored one of denying to the rest of the peo- 
ple the opportunity to peacefully seek happiness in 
their own ways. Since he has delivered himself of 
these good orthodox sentiments the Sunday Ob- 
servance Association of Brooklyn has asked him to 
suppress Suaday ball playing within the city limits, 
Judge Gaynor having decided that the sport is not 
in contravention of decent law and common sense. 
If there is anything that your true “churchman ” 
hates, it is innocent recreation on Sunday, while he 
is as silent as the grave concerning the cruelties of 
fashionable pigeon shooting. The only apparent 
reason for his opposition to bull fighting is the fact 
that itis a kind of cruelty not popular in this coun- 
try. He is frantic about pugilistic encounters, in 
which no one is hurt but the willing participants, 
but when it comes to the wanton slaughter and 
maiming of pigeons, which undoubtedly are not will- 
ing participants in the matches, he is as dumb as 
the majority of his predecessors were when slavery 


ueri 

That rambunctious young man, the emperor of 
Germany, has an ambition to be talked about, it 
would seem, for he says something every few days 
that gets his name into the papers. But he is not 
the only German who does this; even his enemies 
of the Bismarckian press outdo him sometimes in 
their reactionary utterances. Here, to illustrate, 
is an excerpt from Zukunft: l 

“It isa battle of life and death, in which mild trest- 
ment of the empire’s enemies is the hight of folly. The 
best means of securing the victory for the existing sys- 
tem is to disqualify the Social Democrate to exercise any 
political rights. It would be simple justice to wipe them 
out in this manner, because they do not possess the quali- 
fications prescribed under the spirit of the Constitution, 
Persons leagued to destroy the empire and its institutions 
should not be recognized as imperial subjects. They 
ought not to vote or be voted for. They should not be 
permitted to exercise any political rights whatever.” 

This mad talk has, naturally, excited much com- 
ment, and the radicals and Socialists are quite 
satirical in their observations. All such folly, as 
they clearly realize, is so much grist to their mill. 
« Whom the gods,” etc., and we hav in this country 


quite a large number who are just as wild and fool- 
ish as the snti-Socialist Germans, and they are 
doing equally effectiv work for their would-be vic- 
tims. It is too late in the day to talk of the dis- 
franchisment and deportation of parties and sects. 
That method will not win with fair minded people. 
Zukunft makes a good mirror for all proscriptivs. 


r a 


Bishop Keane is reported to hav said, speaking 


of the rumored attempt at reconcilistion between 


the Italian government and the Pope, that perhaps 
the latter would be satisfied “with the guarantee 
of his independence and the concession to him of a 


right of veto in all legislativ issues which affected 


faith and morals.” This suggests two thoughts, the 
first of which is that the Pope is very modest in his 
demands, if the concessions named are all that he 
would insist upon, for it will be readily conceded 
that the supervision of the faith and morals of a 
nation like Italy is a very small contract: for the 
Vicegerent of God on earth to undertake. The 
second thought is that much of the trouble that 
torments the nations of the Old World comes from 
their persistence in legislating on matters of faith 
and morals. If they could be induced to attend to 
the matters only with which the state can right- 
fully deal the outlook would be much brighter for 
them, and their people would hav an easier and a 
decidedly more peaceful life. But they got in a 
very bad way centuries ago, and they find it terri- 
bly difficult to get out of it. Even an “ Infidel na- 
tion” like France continues to pay enormous sums 
to the church. This should be a warning to the 
United States. We started right, so far as our 
Constitution was concerned, but we hav allowed 
many abuses to creep in, and it is growing worse 
all the time; if the demands of the National Re- 
formers are acceded to we shall soon be in as awk- 
ward a predicament as are the nations of Europe, 
and we shall find no consolation in: the reflection 
that we hav wasted the most noble heritage of 
liberty that any nation ever possessed. ‘Keep the 
church and the state forever separate.” 


Mayor Schieren of Brooklyn is a Christian first 
and & servant of the whole people afterwards. The 
Germans of the city wanted to hav a big parade on 


was popular in the United States. 


It will take a long time to eradicate from the minds 
of the lower strata of Christian populations the de- 
graded notion of woman’s position that a thousand 
years of priestly rule and a multitude of Bible pre- 
cepts hav made a part of the intellectual patrimony of 
the peoples who fell under the sway of that super- 
stition. In Justice Voorhis’s court in this city there 
was recently brought up for trial a burly fellow 
named Latson charged with beating his wife. For 
some time she has been supporting him, and on elec- 
tion day she gave him six dollars. Hecame homein 
the evening and asked for more money. When she 
refused to giv it he struck her. When the justice 
asked him about it he answered: * Yes, I did swipe 
her one, but it was because she tongue-lashed me. 
I did not hit her any harder than this, though,” and 
with that he struck her in the face. She gave a 
cry of pain and nearly fell. Justice Voorhis shouted : 
«What! You dare strike her before me?” After 
this Mrs. Latson did not want her husband prose- 
cuted, and the justice told him that if he would 
promis never to strike her again he would let him 
go. “Oh,” said the fellow, “I can't promis that. 
She is my wife, and if I want to I'll hit her now 
and again. It don’t do a woman any harm.” In- 
asmuch as the husband is the head of the family as 
Christ is the head of the church, and Christ, acting 
as God, chastises man. for his good, there does not 
seem to be any flawin Latson’slogic. He certainly 
has the same right to correct his wife for her good 
and his own glory that Cbrist has to correct men 
and women for their good and his own glory. The 
Christians who will not permit women to participate 
in the government of the church of which they are 
members are simply logical in the application of 
the good Bible doctrin that woman brought sin 
and death into the world and they certainly can 
not severely censure Latson for his savage applica- 
tion of that doctrin. Woman was to be subject to . 
her husband because she ate that apple, and so why 
should not her husband whip her when she fails to 
obey him? She has no rights. The Bible makes 
the family a despotism, not a republic. In a word, 
it was established according to the Latson speci- 
fications. EE f 
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An Important Publication. 


To rne FazrTHINEERS or Amenioa: The Eighteenth 


- Annual Congress has given much promise for the 
future. It was well attended. The sessions were 
harmonious. Our forces are now consolidated. 
We have had a wide variety of opinion presented as 
to the best way to work; and so faras possible the 
suggestions made will be adopted and carried out. 
It is not within our present means, however, to in- 
augurate successfully all the new plans which earn- 
est friendshave indicated. We must make good use 
of what is already at hand. As pioneers we must 
labor slowly and patiently in the great pathway of 
reform. 


The national organizations are now practically 


united. During the coming year arrangements will 
be made to meet the wishes expressed by the Con- 
gress for one national association. In spirit this is 
already accomplished; but in form and in accord- 
ance with the constitutions of both societies it will 
require a year for complete assimilation. We do 
not need an elaborate organization. We need a 
simple business organization which can be made 
quickly available for work in any part of the field at 
any time. The enemies of freedom have so many 
forces at command that we must be constantly on 
the alert to meet their manifold attacks. Every 
Freethinker should be on the watch in his own 
community, and if anything occurs in violation of 
the Demands of Liberalism he should immediately 
inform the officers of the national association, so that 
they can be ready to resist if need be. The object 
of the national association is to bring all the Free- 
thinkers of the country into a common body, so 
that they can defend themselves together and pre- 
sent a united front to any usurpation of whatever 
character. 

This last Congress has been better advertised than 
any other Congress. More ample reports have been 
published in the papers, and information has been 
more widely scattered in regard to the objects of 
Freethought. 
thousands have learned that there is organized 
Freethought in this country. 

We must continue to agitate and to interest the 
people more and more, and thus increase the corps 
of Freethought workers. We must recruit our 
forces out of the many millions who are really in 
sympathy with us but do not know that we are at 
work. We must maintain the Freethought press 
and platform by every means in our power. We 
must distribute Freethought literature. 

In order the more effectually to utilize the influ- 
ence of the Congress, a Report of the Proceedings 
will be immediately published in pamphlet form. It 
will contain one hundred large pages of solid read- 
ing matter. It will include the speeches and re- 
ports of the presidents and secretaries, and also a 
list of all the donors to the funds for the past year; 
addresses of S. P. Putnam, Hon. C. B. Waite, Dr. 
Juliet H. Severance, Mrs. M.A. Freeman, J. E. Rems- 
burg, Rev. A. T. Jones, and Franklin Steiner. The 
Report will also contain the resolutions of the Con- 
gress, letters from Lucy N. Colman, Susan H. 
Wixon, Robert O. Adams, Katie Kehm Smith, and 
others—all that has a bearing upon the Demands 
of Liberalism and upon the practical work of Free- 
thought. It will be one of the most interesting 
and valuable pamphlets ever published. It will be 
full of information and facts, besides stating the 
principles and purposes of the Liberal party. The 
cost of this publieation will be at least $200. What 
moneyis now in the treasury will be used for this pur- 
pose, but we shall need more to complete the work. 
À copy will be sent free to every donor to the fund, 
and we hope that after they have read it they will 
. take hold and help circulate it more widely, and 

thus broaden the action of the Congress. We must 
educate the people, and this is the way to do it. 
The price of one copy will be twenty-five cents, but 
to all those contributing to our treasury eight cop- 
ies will be sent for one dollar, eighteen copies for 
two dollars, or fifty copies for five dollars. We de- 
sire to circulate five thousand copies if we can get 
the funds, and we ask our friends to join in this 
enterprise and aid in spreading the truth. We 
must keep on the move, and if we can’t do one 
thing do another, so that an advance is always made. 
The president and the secretary will take the 
field and labor on the platform in conjunction with 
ihe press. It would be a good thing if we could 
have some officer at a central position, as the Chris- 
tian organizations do who have their salaried 
officers at every prominent point. We cannot, how- 
ever, afford to pay regular salaries. We must earn 
our way by hard work in order to use our funds 
for propaganda purposes. We hope our friends 
will realize that we are not rich; that we cannot, 
during the year, be present at every important 
place; that we must cover a wide field and put in 


Undoubtedly for the first time] 


our work wherever we can. We shall not be idle, 
and our supporters may be assured that we shall 
use every dollar to the best possible advantage. 

` Let us first of all push the circulation of the pam- 
phlet of the Congress. Every Liberal, I am sure, 
will see the advantage of this and will aid us to 
whatever extent he can. Oontributions can be 
sent to E. O. Reichwald, 234 South Water street, 
Chicago ; or, if more convenient, they can be sent 
directly to Taz Terura Srexen office. 

Saucer P. Pursam. 


9834 South Water street, Chicago, Til. 
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Sparks from the Lecture Field. 
Upon the urgent request of a few stanch Liberals, 


I made a special trip of three hundred and four 


miles and return, in order to giv a course of lectures 
in Grafton, W. Va. These lectures were the culmi- 
nation of a series of efforts extending over a period 
of three years, and at last the Jabors of our friends 
hav received their due reward. Grafton has suc- 
cessfully placed itself in the line of Liberal work. 
Nothing of the kind has ever been in the town be- 
fore, but the way has been paved for more work of 
the same kind; the ground has been broken, and 
Liberal lecturers will find a hearty welcome should 
they pass that way. 

How frequently in the course of our work do we 
meet people—too many, alasi—who are pos- 
sessed of decidedly Liberal tendencies, and yet stand 
in constant fear lest their particular opinions 
should be made public! Men in office, men in 
business, and even the laboring classes are extremely 
averse to making known their views upon such 
matters. They stand in constant fear of a mon- 
strously cruel ostracism to which the liberal-minded 
hav been subjected in all ages by the religious por- 
tion of the community. Through such means, the 
masses hav been induced to stifle their true 
thoughts and to pretend to be that which they 
were not. The greatest gain to humanity is to be- 
come free men and women, enjoying the full ex- 
ercise of their reasoning faculties, and a happy day 
that will be for the race when this is fully recog- 
nized. 

This fact is well exemplified in the case of George 
Chambers, of Grafton. Since his youth he has been 
fearless in the expression of his Infidel views, never 
hesitating to let the people know what.his opinions 
are, and yet he has been elected and re-elected for 
five successiv terms as mayor, a position which he 
holds to this day. The churches hav combined 
against him, but without success. At all times the 
impartiality in the discharge of his duty has re- 
vealed his true worth, and the people hav sent him 
back again despite the work of theclergy. Had he 
been a hypoc it and attempted to deny his Infidelity, 
the result might hav been far different. 

The lectures were brought about by a combina- 
tion of Liberals, among whom were Dr. O. H. Ice 
of Farmington, Dr. Strickler, and Mayor Chambers. 
They were given in the large Opera House, the 
mayor presiding the first night, and Dr. Ice each 
night following. Our first audience was rather 
slim, probably owing to a want of proper advertis- 
ing, but each succeeding night it was greatly aug- 
mented, and the last was all that could be desired. 
Many Freethinkers came in from the adjoining 
country and thus helped to swell the enthusiasm. 

I was somewhat surprised to find a large amount 
of Truth Seeker literature in the town. Tx TauTH 
Srrxze itself, also the Investigator, is freely read 
and transferred from one to another, thus doing 
splendid missionary work. This will probably 
account for the spirit of Liberal thought that seems 
to permeate the district. 

Besides those mentioned there were Mr. and Mrs. 
Shaw, an aged pair who were present at each lect- 
ure, as also were Mr. and Mrs. Lambrecht, Mr. and 
Mrs. Grant, and several others—too many to men- 
tion here. The lectures were a decided success all 
around. At first the women seemed a little shy 
about entering the hall, but when one had ventured 
in, the rest soon followed. AH that we needed was 
for some one to break the ice. Our friends were 
well pleased with results. 

The success that still follows in the wake of the 
Ohio Liberal Society is a continual source of grati- 
fication to all who are connected with it. Large 
crowds attend the meetings every Sunday night, 
and standing room is frequently at a premium. 
The severe drubbing the clergy has received has 
taught them to let the society severely alone, 
although their railings only tended to advertise us 
the more. Bright music and a lively discussion, 
which invariably follow the lecture, make our meet- 
ings more attractiv. Our Liberal papers and a 
large quantity of literature are kept for sale at each 
meeting. Thus the good work goes on and hope 
still urges us to keep moving forward. 

VEI Joan R. CHARLESWORTH. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER <4, 1894. 


‘Praise of Which To Be Proud. 

Yesterday there came into my hands a copy of 
S. P. Putnam’s “Four Hundred Years of Free. 
thought.” Why it was so long in coming was a 
query which I could not answer. I am glad to say 
it was not the fault of the express company, but 
simply a blunder of the person who, in my absence, 
received it. 
` Well, it is certainly worth waiting a long time 
for, and, long as the time seemed while we waited 
for its appearance, the problem is much greater 
how such a work could hav been produced in twelve 
months than where my one copy was buried for the 
weeks it was out of sight. 

The book is beautifully bound and the print is 
excellent. The pictures are.so lifelike that one can 
almost seem to be really with the living person 
rather than only looking upon the shadow. And 
oh, the delight with which we read the pleasant 
words of our personal friends! Mr. Putnam has 
the most perfect power of language; no one sur- 
passes him in its use save, possibly, Ingersoll; and 
he says the best of all whom he names, forgetting 
no one who has labored specially for Freethought. 

The reports of the conventions holden way. back 
—he Harvard Bible convention, the meetings of 
the “Society of Free Inquiry” —the imprisonment 
of men for unbelief in this country and England, 
he has left nothing out; the woman question— 
nothing more fine was ever written on that subject ; 
and then the philosophies of the men who were all 
trying to emancipate the mind from superstitious 
theories; it seems to me that to read the book 
thoroughly will be almost a“ Liberal education.” 
I wish every Freethinking family could possess a 
copy and that all the public libraries will feel that 
it belongs to them also. 

Well, I am glad to know that the congress. was a 
success. I hav given up all expectation of ever 
attending any gathering of that kind again. I am 
so deaf that to try to hear is distressing, and the 
friends with whom I hav so long labored are mostly 
under the sod. The younger ones do not need me, 
and so I must be content to read of them. One of 
the old and worthy workers for freedom whom I 
had known for many years passed away recently— 
Henry Bonnell, of Junius. He was one of the sup- 
porters of the * Waterloo Meeting” that did good 
service many years. So time removes us all at last; 
and now that we hav lost all fear of a world to 
come, death is quite a pleasant “looking forward 
to.” : Lvox N. Corman. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 15, 1894. 

P.S.—Tue TnorH Srxzxer is brighter every num- 
ber. L. N. C. 


——— —— 
Rain Machines, Prayers, and Tom-toms. 

The recent drouth in South Dakota, Iowa, and 
Wisconsin (summer of 1894) afforded an oppor- 
tunity for putting the prayer and other tests into 
operation for producing rain. After drenching 
Kansas, the Rock Island rainmakers went to Iowa 
and bombarded the skies with vile chemicals. The 
weather bureau predicted light showers for two 
days, and for two days it was hot-and clear. Then 
the bureau predicted clear weather, when down 
poured the rain by the half-inch at a time for nearly 
two days and redeemed the crops. It took the 
machines, however, forty-eight hours to start it. 

In Dakota a general prayer for rain was put up 
in the churches Sunday afternoon. “A spirit of 
deep solemnity characterized the gatherings.” 
Tuesday evening dark clouds lowered, the church 
bells rang and a sprinkle followed. Thursday a 
heavy rain fell, extending into the night, and the 
crops were saved. At Aberdeen, however, the 
prayer was not done until Tuesday afternoon when 
the mayor from the top of the city hall saw with a 
powerful glass the dark clouds gathering at Huron, 
eighty miles away. Business was suspended and 
the grain palace crowded with prayer experts. 
Thursday morning it rained at Aberdeen and again 
Thursday afternoon. In this case prayer at Huron 


caused a sprinkle in forty-eight hours, at Aberdeen 


the beginning of a heavy rain in thirty-six hours. 
The weather bureau predicted fair weather for 
Tuesday; showers, Thursday. 

In Wisconsin the Winnebago Indian chiefs or- 
dered a rain dance to break the drouth. The sky 
way clear, the weather very hot. Three tom-tom 
drummers were set to work. They beat their 
drums with great vigor for three hours, when the 
rain came down in sheets. It passed over Wisconsin 
and was followed by a storm next day putting an 
end to the drouth. The bureau had predicted fair 
weather. 

Hence, if these tests are to be regarded as fair 
for all concerned, prayer is about twenty-five per 


cent more effectiv than the rain machines, and the: 


rain-dance and tom-toms from twelve to sixteen 
times more effectiv than the other two. 


D 
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Congress last year appropriated several thous:nd 
dollars for rain-making experiments which proved 
failures. The two more effectiv experiments— 
prayer and rain-dance—cost little or nothing. 
Prayers can be put up anywheré and at any time, 
while the rain-dancers can probably be had by any 
dry community on payment of their traveling ex- 
penses. In these tests the tom-toms hav vindicated 
their unquestioned superiority. With them there 
could be no local option.. No county in the state 
could long go “ dry.” 

Some skeptics may say that the tests prove too 
much. The very fact that all three of the agencies 
brought rain in the same region at about the same 
time proves that none of them had anything to do 
with it, but it was brought on by perfectly natural 
causes, which would hav produced it had prayers, 
machine, and drums been kept in the background. 
It is doubtful, however, if this will prevent the 
clergymen, or the rain machinists, or the Winne- 
bago chief from each claiming to be the sole and 
only trustworthy proprietor of the genuin rain 
generator.— Detroit Evening News. 


Churehly Purpose and Performance. 


The New York Press, in its investigations of the tene- 
ment house problem in this city, has discovered that 
there are no tenements in which * the neglect of misery 
stands out in clearer relief" than in those owned by 
Trinity Church Corporation, and from which it manages 
to draw aten per cent revenue. Jacob A. Riis, 
writing in the Century Maaazine for November on the 
* Making of Thieves in New York,” givs us to under- 
stand that the leading manufactories engaged in this 
industry are state-supported Catholic and Protestant ‘‘re- 
formatories,” asylums, and protectories, which answer 
the purpose of training-schools for the penitentiary. 
Children guilty of no other offense than homelessness, 
destitution, or enforced truancy sre committed by the 
courts to these institutions, to be classified according to 
size with boy burglars, pickpockets, and thieves. By 
this process the good are corrupted and shipped to the 
penitentiary in due time. .*.*, Emilie Eispye, aged 2, of 
Homestead, Pa., was told that the bogie man would catch 
her, and so when she was left alone in the dark she went 
into convulsions and died from fright.. ..". At the ded- 
ication of St. Joseph’s church at De Pere. Wis., the 
preacher, head of a seminary, declared that Joseph, the 
*' foster father” of Jesus, was of first rank in heaven, **for 
even Mary and Jesus pay homage to Joseph, what the 
could pay to no one else. Therefore his influence wit 
the fountain of grace must be powerful; a mere wish of 
Joseph equaling to Jesus as a command.” God seems to 
giv euckolds in heaven more honor than do his Christian 
children on earth. Still this case is not without mundane 
parallel, as earthly potentates hav at times been known, 
under similar circumstances. to giv the injured husband 
a place at court and toinvest him with a ‘‘ pull” which he 
might not otherwise hav acquired. .'.". The Sunday 
School Chronicle, referring to the treatment Paul re- 
ceived at Jerusalem and his rescue by Roman soldiers 
from the fanatical mob, says: ‘‘To-day in the holiest 
(Christian) church in Jerusalem the Turkish troops per- 
form exaetlv the same duties as those old Romans. Mo- 
hammedan soldiers guard the entrance; their presence is 
necessary to preserve the peace, and more than once, 
like Lysius and his men, they hav had to fight their way 
through a raging mob to save some unhappy victim of 
(Christian) fanaticism from murder beside the very tomb 
of Jesus Christ." How tolerant and civilizing Christian- 
ity is, when after two thousand years of its benign influ- 
ence its votaries hav exchanged places with the heathen 
it was sent to reform ! Speaking of holy places in 
and out of Jerusalem, a correspondent of the New York 
Sun says: **'The Calvary site dispute can be traced to 
the time of the Crusades, when some of the maps located 
the Stephen gate, Calvary, and other noted places where 
the Damascus gate is now, on the north side of the city. 
Since the Mohammedan occupation these localities and 
many others hav been located in newand more conven- 
ient places. so the pilgrims can visit them with little 
trouble.” The correspondent adds that if the Turk is ever 
ousted from the Holy land ‘‘ the sacred localities will be 
rearranged to suit the new conditions.” If the tomb of 
Christ is as shifty as the other sacred spots—and there is 
the same uncertainty about it that attaches to them—then 
a pilgrimage there is ‘‘an empty pageant at an empty 
grave,” and the fanatical devotees are fighting over a last 
year’s bird’s-nest. .'.'. Gypsies, it is said, never pass 
a church without muttering a curse, and they will not be 
buried in a church. This state of mind is one of the 
fruits of their persecution in the Middle Ages. At that 
time the gypsies were the poets, singers, and players who 
amused the provincial population. Their allusions to the 
church and clergy, being truthful, were not often com- 
plimentary, and the persecutions which followed were 
among the most despicable outrages placed to the dis- 
credit of the dominant reliZion. Read the history of the 
Goliards in Putnam's ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought.” . An order for two hundred barrels of 
triple-proof brandy was filled a while ago at Fresno, Cal., 
for the Russian church. Of course it was for sacramental 
purposes, wine being too weak a potation to be palmed 
off on & Russian or an Aleutian islander as the blood of 
auy savior worth having. The clergy are getting 
more and more exacting, and now make no bones of de- 
manding the resignation of public officials who do not do 
as they want them to iu their private affairs. This inter- 
ference they make not 28 male or female citizens, but as 
Christian ministers, that is, as members of the third sex. 
..'. The A. P. A. of New Hampshire has indorsed the 
candidacy of Henry W. Blair for the United States Sen- 
atorship. Blair's hobby is the union of church and state 
to be effected by teaching the Christian superstition in 
publie schools. .*.. There is a sermon factory in Chi- 
cago where sermons are written on all kinds of subjects 
and furnished to ministers at reasonable rates. The same 
sermon does for several preschers—sometimes for as 
many as seventy-five. It is related that through the op- 
eration of this system persons passing from one parish 
to another between the hours of morning and evening 
service hav been twice edified by one discourse in a single 
day. The sermons are adapted for differeut denomina- 
tiens. .'.". In the burial grounds of Puritan communities 
in New England persons who were not church members 
were interred by themselvs in the part of the cemetery 
known as ‘‘the damned corner " Sometimes there were 
tombs used as general receptacles for those of different 
faith or of no faith, and these bore noinscriptions. There 
are two such in the Copp’s Hill cemetery, in Boston, and 
it is apprehended that the same will cause some confusion 
in the mind of the angel Gabriel when, on the resurrec- 
tion morn, he comes to awaken those who hav fallen 
asleep under the proper auspices. .°.*. J. Rodes Bu- 
chanan says that Cazotte predicted the French Revolu- 
tion and the particular fates of several of the actors 
therein, but the London Freethinker points out that Al- 
ger, in his ‘‘ Glimpses of the French Revolution,” has 
shown that this story was & confessed invention of La 
Harpe, who wrote the ‘‘ prophecy” along time after the 
events predicted had become history. It appears that 
Lord Lytton, the novelist. was taken in by the same im- 
postor. In hisstory of ‘‘ Zanoni” he attributes prophetic 
powers to Cazotte, and at the same time accuses the un- 
believing revolutionists of being credulous and supersti- 
tious. .*.*. A desperate effort is making in Chicago to 
reinstate the Bible in the public schools of that city. 
The Sunday worshipers are also straining every nerve to 


That Mosaic. Myth. 


Before sitting down permit me to glance at the 
subject in a somewhat more serious spirit—for, be 
it remembered, even the follies of Christianity hav 
a Serious as well as au amusing side. Is there the 
slightest shadow of evidence that the Mosaic story 
is true? Is there the slightest reasonable proof 
that six thousand years ago God made Adam and 
Eve, and that those persons, by eating forbidden 
fruit, brought misery and death into the world? 
Science has but one auswer: The story is as false 
and as baseless as it is possible for a story to be. 
It is just as true that Adam and Eve never existed 
a it is that the moon is not made of green cheese. 
No anthropologist to-day with a reputation to lose 
believes the absurd myth. Science has proved be 
yond dispute that man existed thousands of years’ 
before the alleged creation of Adam and Eve. 
Says Professor Draper: “So far as investigations 
hav gone they indisputably refer the existence of 
man to a date remote from us by many hundreds 
of thousands of years. We are carried back im- 
measurably beyond the six thousand years of Pa- 
tristic chronology. It is difficult to assign a 

: shorter date for the last glaciation of Europe than 
a quarter of million of years, and human existence 
antedates that.” Again, Professor Huxley says: 
« Thousands of people are taught this Adamitic 
monogenesis as if it were an established truth, 
and believe it. I do not, and Iam not acquainted 
with a man of science or duly instructed person 
who does.” But I almost insult you in elaborately 
proving what every instructed person knows—that 

` the myth is utterly unsupported by evidence of any 
kind. What I want to impress upon you is the fact 
that thousands of men who profess to guide the 

‘morals of the people, are morally pledged to advo- 
cate as the very truth of God what they must know 
to be utter falsehoods. Not only is money and 

time wasted in teaching falsehood which might be 
employed in teaching truth; but the love of truth. 
the foundation of moral character, is undermined 
by a system of moral and intellectual Jesuitry 
which is a disgrace to our common humanity. In 
the past Christianity was a mistake ; to day it is alie. 
In the name of reason, in the name of truth, in the 
name of humanity, I ask you to do what you can 
to destroy this wicked sham, expose this unholy 
lie, and to restore and preserve and foster that 
love of truth, that fidelity to conviction, which 
is one of the noblest inspirations that ever fired 
the hearts of men, and without which no nation 
can be truly free or great.— Wallace Nelson, in 
Melbourne Liberal. 


o m 
Separation of Sects is Sectarianism. 


In the preparatory school connected with the 
Teachers’ Botlege, the management has not solved 
the question that was raised by some parents of 
Jewish pupils. They were attracted by the state- 
ment that the school would be non-sectarian, yet 
Christian hymns and prayers were insisted upon. 
That the management recognizes the Jewish relig- 
ion as entitled to the same respect as other creeds, 
ought to be conceded by people who are acquainted 
with the intelligent citizens in charge; yet with the 
incorsisteney with which so many avowedly intelli- 
gent people ignore Judaism as a sect, this school 
seems to regard hymns and prayers as non sectarian 
because they suit nearly every shade of Christianity. 
The solution reached is that Jewish pupils are ex- 
cused from the opening exercises, and are to be kept 
busy in preparatory work of some kind. Hence, 
with this separation of sects insisted upon the school 
becomes sectarian.— Jewish Messenger. | 


bind the people of the Western metropolis ip the chains ! 


of more tyrannical Sunday laws. .*.*. Catholics and 
Protestants are trying to see which can most quickly de- 
morslize the children of the country. Military instruc- 
tion in their schools is now all the rage. The infection 
has spread to the public schools and to the institutions of 
higher learning. The national government sends in- 
structors to colleges of all grades and kinds, and no one 
can tell when the craze will stop or can measure the evil 
consequences it is bound to produce, Russell 
Whitcomb, once a prominent business man of Boston, 
has renounced the world and founded the Community of 
the Brothers of the Church Episcopal. . Republican 
papers of South Dakota worked the ‘‘ Infidel racket" 
on Mr. Howe, Populist candidate for governor. 


The Christian Religion. 
ITS PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE EFFECTS UPON MAN- 
KIND, AND ITS RESPONSIBILITY THEREFOR.—WBAT 
ARE ITS TITLES TO FURTHER INDULGENCE! 

To be acquainted with the merits of a religion 
we need only observe the condition of the people 
who profess it. If we see them obedient to good 
laws, honest, patriotic, temperate, and prosperous, 
we may reasonably presume tkat their religion is 
promotiv of those ends. If, on the contrary, after 
centuries of fair trial and full sway of a religion we 
find lawlessness, dishonesty, defection, poverty, de- 
bauchery, and vice flourishing under its reign, we 
may without hesitation pronounce that religion a 
failure. 

The condition of the people leads us-naturally to 
consider the situation of their rulers, the character 
of their teachers, and the truth and wisdom of what 
they are taught. Among the so-called civilized na- 
tions, the religion of Christ has dominated for fif- 
teen hundred years. It has shaped laws and con- 
troled their administration, and directed the wealth 
of the people. It has been rupreme in dictating 
morals and education. Its missionaries hav pene- 
trated the remotest parts, and it claims to be the 
herald of civilization. It has erected its schools of 
learning and temples of worship by every path of 
the race. Combined with military powers it has in 
its time triumphed over all opposition and denial. 

Claiming to be the only moral guide and medium 
of salvation, intrenched behind untold and untaxed 
wealth, with almost unlimited resources, equipped 
for every emergency, built into the constitutions of 
nations, cemented to all legislativ action, every im- 
portant proceeding of the state directed by its 
prayers, a social and political organization so mighty 
and vast that its influence affects, more or less, the 
life of every individual, it cannot escape the awful 
responsibility of the unhappy condition affecting 
the people to-day. ‘The feather that adorns the 
royal bird supports his flight; strip him of his 
plumage and you fix him to the earth.” This re- 
ligious bird, which breeds upon the earth, is princi- 
pally an inhabitant of heaven. Let us bring him to 
solid ground, strip him of his many-hued plumage, 
and observe his naked worth. We find that this re- 
ligion, while distinctly human, has soared high and 
secluded itself from the gaze of man. It has built 
its eyriein the pale azure of mystery and the super- 
natural and from its lofty hight it sweeps the 
earth with its eye and directs the conduct of the 
world. 

It begins with childhood, attaching itself to one 
set of ideas, and one set of persons; the heart is 
not permitted to open itself to new convictions, nor 
th» mind to better its understanding. The child 
is fed with meats that are proper only for maturity, 
and its mind is trained and developed to accept 
principles whose truth it is wholly incapable of 
fairly determining. It is not suffered to determin, 
even if it could, and it grows up defenseless against 
argument, and dulled to all opposition or evidence. 

A character of this sort is the soil fittest to pro- 
duce that obstinate bigotry in politics and religion, 
which begins with a meretricious sacrifice of the 
understanding, and finally urges its subject to 
intolerance, persecution, and usurpation of thought 
and power. The child develops into a man who 
cannot be wholly honest with himself, because he 
neither appeals to his understanding, nor confides 
in the internal evidence of his conscience. He is 
the helpless slave of the impostor, who has shaped 
his brain to prejudice, cunning, and force. He is 
arrogant in dispute, and imposes silence when he 
cannot convince. He will not brook successful op- 
position, but enforces his contention by the sword. 
It is by thus shaping the mind of the child, that 
the Christian religion has succeded in intrenching 
itself behind the emotional nature of man, and in 
putting his reason to sleep. It has compressed the 
infant brain in order that it may not attain to its 
healthy, natural functions; it has bent and warped 
the mind of youth, so that the ultimate condition is 
one of bigoted attachment, and fanatical, unreason- 
ing prejudice. Upon this ground it has placed 
Belief for its corner-stone. It believes, but never 
demonstrates. It relies wholly upon assertion, and 
is certain of things, and beings, and worlds of 
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which you flattered with promises of paternal care. 
Upon your altars were sacrificed life and fortune. 
Confiding in your professions, men elothed you 
with power and submitted to your decrees. Gen- 
eration after generation has followed where you 
led. And yet you hav neither advanced our morals 
nor lessened our tendency to sin. Your morality 
consists in praying, and your religion in kneeling. 
Your promises are unfulfilled. States that hav 
trusted you now find you a source of internal dis- 
sension. They find that you are wholly incapable 
of solving moral and social problems, and that you 
are & millstone about their necks. 

If your influence is healthy and good, why are 
those nations which you control the most ignorant 
and vicious, and those which hav succeeded in defy- 
ing you, the most happy and enlightened? Free- 
thought, science, and invention, the principles you 
most oppose, seem to operate to their good, and to 
make them superior and happier beings. We hav 
learned to think, and wedoubt.you. Your upturned 
feathers hav not their external gorgeous hue. The 
civilization which should insure peace to mankind 
has advanced its slow weary steps in spite of you. 
We now charge you with being a corrupter of gov- 
ernments, and demand an account of your steward- 
ship. 

it a wise man were to look about to choose his 
religion by the lives of those who founded, taught, 
and professed it, and the works wrought by it, 
surely Christianity would be the last religion he 
would choose. It has not even the pretense of 
evidence on the score of any moral effects it has 
produced in the world. It has architecture, but 
that is only for the grandeur of priest and king, at 
the expense of toil and deprivation of the poor. It 
has art, an endless waste of talent in picturing im- 
aginary saints and devils, not men and things that 
were. The advance of the human mind will break 
away the last refuges of imposture lying concealed 
behind high walls and closed blinds. A religion 
which rests her dying struggle on the fanaticism of 
the vulgar, and the craft of the informed, the will- 
ingness to be deceived on the part of the many, and 
the power to punish those who would undeceive 
them, will not liv. Audacious ignorance cannot 
forever trample upon modest truth; craft as a 
general is inferior to learning. Reason is fast 
being exalted to its just supremacy, and the truth 
will vindicate itself. The sacerdotal empire, erected 
on the imbecility of human nature and the imper- 
fect composition of man, will vanish with the mists 
of sun-kissed day. 

The voice of fanaticism may ring out in her gor- 
geous temples, her secret conclaves, and her menac- 
ing parades, but persecuted reason and all-powerful 
love of liberty will remonstrate until— 

** Hoary-headed selfishness has felt 

Its death-blow, and is tottering to the grave; 

A brighter morn awaits the human day; 

War with its horrors, and religion’s fierce hell 

Shall liv but in the memory of Time, 

Who, like a penitent libertin, shall start, 

Look back, and shudder at his younger years.” 
J. B. Witson, M. D. 


which it has no evidence. Its methods of debate 
are to attack its opponents with personal abuse, 
instead of answering arguments. It has main- 
tained its supremacy of opinion by ostracism, per- 
secution, imprisonment, and tortures. It works 
miracles, enshrines relics, absolves the sin it in- 
dulges, and employs numerous like devices to 
strengthen its influence and insure its emoluments. 
Its clothes are mystery and the supernatural. It 
is the foe of science, and appeals to the sword to 
prove that its belief is right and every other wrong. 
It arrogates to itself the province of peace-maker, 
but has been first in intrigue and war. It loudly 
proclaims good-will to man, and brotherly love, yet. 
breeds witbin itself the most violent divisions and 
dissensions. It assumes to protect the life and 
property of a man, but not his freedcm of thought 
and opinion. It will not suffer a change, and can 
be neither persuaded by agument, nor instructed 
by experience. Its laity are its serfs, and its clergy, 
instead of being the servants of the people, are but 
the domestics of their bishops. The bishops, ele- 
vated to a power which satisfies ambition, are the 
arch-plotters with the throne, in their design to 
. stupefy the brain of men, that they may use their 
bodies as carpenters do axes, chisels, and planes. 
This religion worships a dead Jew, but persecutes 
the living. It fears the virtues of its foes when 
alive, and 'slanders them when dead. Of living 
devils it makes dead saints. 

It adores motherhood, yet subjects woman to in- 
feriority, and commands her to silence and obedi- 
ence. Itis the sworn enemy of intemperance, yet 
is not averse to accepting a goodly share of its 
revenues. Itisintoxicated with heaven, and wastes 
its inheritance of intellect, which should be used for 
this world, in pursuit of the winged phantoms of 
the air. It becomes alarmed at facts and scientific 
development more than at the most dangerous and 
vicious principles. It involves itself in a labyrinth 
of nonsense by its labors to maintain miracles and 
falsehoods by argument and reason. It carries glad 
tidings to savage people, dispossesses them of their 
lands, and ultimately effects their extermination. 

Built upon a rock, it has been shifting as the 
sands. Humble and meek, it has been constant to 
flattery. Affecting poverty, it has been mercenary; 
professing a love of enlightenment and self-respect 
it isignorant and servil. Itis penitent, yet diligent 
in giving offense. It is condescending in spirit, 
but arrogant in carriage. Its light is placed upon 
a bushel, but it is intensely interested that its past 
history shall be concealed and not remembered. It 
is the proclaimer of liberty, but the slave to power. 

We look into the bleeding night of history and 
see, as the result of the ignorance which this relig- 
ion engendered, war, famin, epidemics, licentious- 
ness, tortures, and cruelties unspeakable. We 
look at the present and observe still the power of 
its blight. Nations claiming to be Christian are 
training vast armies, equipping them with the most 
murderous implements of warfare, to protect them- 
selvs from other nations equally Christian in charac- 
ter. The condition of the state is abnormal, restless, 
and sullen. Wealth is centralized, the people are 
over-burdened, and poverty stalks naked through 
the land. The cities fester with vice, discontent 
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ing with a lantern for honest men. Christianity 
rules supreme, and where her temples are most 
numerous and imposing, there we find the most 
political corruption, vice, disease, violence, sexual 
depravity, saloons, almshouses, police, and courts 
of justice. Christians bar fast their doors at night 
against the violence of men who hav been given a 
careful Christian training. The prisons are filled 
with church-reared criminals, and the scaffold’s vast 
majority of victims are those who are saved by 
Christ at both extremities of life. 

To what extent shall we hold a religion respon- 
sible which furnishes the worst examples of crime, 
that of capital punishment? Has it proven itself 
efficient to accomplish the social and moral results 
for which human nature has so far striven in vain? 
Should its past achievements recommend it to the 
further indulgence of mankind? Do its own hat- 
reds and dissensions inspire us with confidence in 
its ability to promote peace and establish the broth- 
erhood of man? 

Christianity is an experiment, but should eternity 
alone be the limit of an experiment? After fifteen 
hundred years of trial, do the results justify a con- 
tinuation of the test? 

Christianity stands indicted before the bar of 
public opinion, which presents these complaints: 
You forced yourself upon the world by the sword. 
By your religious guise you quieted ignorance, 
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S. P. PurNAv's lecture appointments: 

Cincinnati, O., Nov. 25th. 

Blair, Wis., Dec. 1, 2. 

Grafton, N. Dak., Dec. 5-7. 

Hoople, N. Dak., Dec. 8, 9. 

Park River, N. Dak., Dec. 10-12. 
Conway, N. Dak., Deo. 18-15. 

Fargo, N. Dak., Deo. 18-20. 

St. Charles, Minn., Dec. 22, 23. 

San Marcial, N. M.. Deo. 29 to Jan. 2. 

Mr. Putnam will lecture during the month of January 
at Prescott, Arizona. It is hoped that friends in the 
vicinity and throughout Arizona will make arrangementg 
for lectures at this time, and push the Freethought work. 
Mr. Patnam will also arrange to lecturein New Mex- 
ico, Colorado, and Kansas on his return from Arizona. 
Those wishing lectures in any of these states will commu- 
nicate with S. P. Putnam, 234 South Water street, Chi- 
cago. 

Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 
November 25th—2.30 p.m. Charles W. Mowbray. 

7.80 p.m. Mrs. T. H. Symonds. 


Tur Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody inyited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 
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Observations. 


A lot of naval architects, who recently held a 
convention for the purpose of discussing the ques- 
tion of warships, seemed to agree that many of 
Uncle Sam's vessels are behind the requirements 
of the age in some essential particulars. I guess 
there has never been a time when the experts were 
satisfied. Thucydides, who was either a spectator 
or a participant, observes concerning a naval en- 
gagement between the Athenians and the Corin. 
thians that the preparations of the latter “still 
retained something of the awkward manner of an- 
tiquity.” The trouble referred to occurred about 
440 B.o. 


Flattering requests for copies of some of the 
rhymes and prose pieces I hav written hav led me 
to contemplate the matter of publishing a Volume. 
They are at present pasted in a scrap book, which 
is the private possession of the deponent’s major 
moiety, who thinks that the time spent in copying 
them might to better advantage be devoted to put- 
ting them in type. Such an expedient is among the 
chances of the future, and as Mr. S. P. Putnam has 
a similar scheme in mind, it is possible that we will 
collaborate and get out.& book suitable for holiday 
gifts in 1895 and for birthday gifts thereafter. The 
Truth Seeker Company has half agreed to under- 
take the venture, disguising the contents of the 
work beneath an attractiv exterior. 


Whenever I read one of Ingersoll’s tributes I 
think of a remark made by George Bakeman, the 
undertaker of a Western town where I resided, 
One day Deacon Moran was in Bakeman’s shop re- 
moving the lead from a lot of cartridges, so that a 


‘Decoration Day salute could be fired without dan- 


ger to the adjacent ranchers. He had a cartridge 
in the Vise, and was twisting at the slug with a pair 
of pinchers, when the thing exploded and came 
near shooting the proprietor. “ Dammit all, Deak,” 
said Bakeman, “mind what you are doing. If I’m 
killed, who the devil is going to bury me?" Ad- 
mitting that those to whom the colonel has offered 
tributes were worthy of his eloquence, who will be 
left, when the time comes, to pronounce a fitting 
eulogy upon him ? 

Condolence in great hunks to Lulie Monroe: 
Power, editor of the Jronclad Age /—she being 
called to account by Mr. H. Wettstein for permit- 
ting a common jour printer to capitalize the word 
God in one of Mr. Wettstein’s contributions. Mr. 
Wettstein appeals to “high-class publications,” 
whatever high-class may hav the distinction to be, 
as authority for the capitalizing of Nature, but I 
notice he appeals from them again in the matter of 
God, for in the majority of offices not only is God 
printed with an upper-case G, but also derivativ 
appellations and the personal pronouns standing 
for it. In Catholic publications the Pope is simi- 
larly exalted. The printers of the queen’s speech fol- 
low the same rule with regard to her majesty. If, 
as Mr. Wettstein contends, a big G “ exalts a myth 
into a deity," then that capital is a great « ffender. 
But I would inquire if alarge N would not bav a 
mythological effect if used as the initial of Nature; 
for when you come down to driving brass tacks you 
can no more stick one of them into nature than 
into God. I reject arule that would force a diffi- 


I | dent person to say i, under pain of being suspected 


of seeking recognition as an object of religious 
worship; and I believe I am safe in assuring Mr. 
Wettstein that the significance of the capital G 
found at the fore end of God in Tax Truru SEEKER 
is grammatical and not theological; also that when 
nature is printed with a small » no disrepect is in- 
tended toward the aggregate of phenomena. i 


The election returns as printed show that be- 
tween the election of 1892 and that of 1894 
the number of voters at Gravesend, Long Island, 
dropped from 6,000 to 2,000. This falling off is 
attributed to the imprisonment of John Y. McKane, 
who was the political boss of the Gravesend dis- 
trict. McKane was also the favorit Sunday-school 
teacher there, but no report is made of the condi- 
tion of the little flock that formerly enjoyed his 
ministrations. McKane erred in lingering in the 
East until nabbed and putin jail, when the West 
has so large a field for him. I hav just received 
news of the political battle on Puget Sound, and 
judge that McKane would do well out there. A 
little town that advertised itself as the terminus of 
the Great Northern railroad, but which is the ter- 
minus of nothing but the Snohomish river, had a 
contract on hand to get the county seat, and needed, 
voters. It therefore chartered a steamer, got a 
gang of “floaters” from Seattle, and voted them at 
as many precincts as it could. As a result, the 
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town returned about fourteen hundred votes out of 
an actual total resident population of possibly 
twenty-five hundred. Among the managers of the 
campaign I note the name of a religious gentleman 
who once tackled Putnam in debate, and got raked 
fore and aft. McKane is an ideal running mate for 
him. If this ballot that executes the freeman’s will 
as lightning does the will of God is not a survival 
of, the Hindoo juggernaut, then that disreputable 
old institution has resigned its trusteeship of human 
destiny without naming a successor. 


We hav got it straight from Grover that the Ruler of the 
ear M 
Is so stuck upon us Yankees, and his interest is so vast, 
That the people of our nation are especially watched over 
And enjoy hin a kindness from the moment of 
* their birth. 


You will recognize the diction; you hav heard it o’er 
and o’er ; 

The same was said in '98 and year before the Inst ; 

In fact, way back in '88 I mind the pious fiction, : 

Which was identical with this of eighteen. ninety-four. 


Now the chestnut as & seasoning for Thursday’s roast or 
stew. 

It is known, will form a dressing of a savor unsurpassed, 

But yet it shouldn’t follow by a parity of reasoning, 

That we must swallow chestnuts in the proclamation too. 


The fifty clergymen who condemned the Rev. W. 
H. Betts, of Johnstown, Ps, hav, I think, given 
themselvs away. ‘One night recently,” says the 
dispatch, * Mr. Bates was seen in the rear of some 
buildings in company with Jennie Watkins, a noto- 
rious woman.” On that account charges of immo- 
rality were made against Mr. Bates, and although 
he swore that he was merely seeking the salvation 
of the woman, his brethren shook their heads and 
suspended him from the ministry. The fifty clergy- 
men appear to hav known themselvs too well to be 
deceived by the fifty-first. Opportunity for offense 
being proved, they had only to consider what they 
would hav done under similar circumstances in 
order to establish the guilt of the accused. But if 
they reject the professions of the Rev. Mr. Bates, 
what reason hav any of us to accept theirs? 


PHILOSOPHICAL AND RELIGIOUS. 


Faith enables us to hav more confidence in what 
we guess at than in what we know. 

The rock in the way of woman suffrage is the ada- 
mantine truth that suffrage, male or female, is not 
a paralyzing success. 

Beware, my sister, of the man who assures you 
that love has made him your slave. He is on the 
point of asking you to become his servant. 

When you see a new bank started with a Sunday- 
school superintendent as cashier, look out for a 
run. The direction will be toward Canada. 

When Christ said, “Suffer little children to 
come unto me,” he was interrupted by Alkali Ike, 
who advised him to marry and let nature do the 
rest. 

If the Bible speaks otherwise than highly of hell, 
we must remember that it is written by the pro- 
moters of the New Jerusalem, and that the boomers 
of the rival place are trying to get the courthouse 
removed to hades. 

The clergy know what they are about when they 
maintain that, although God is all-powerful, his will 
may be and is daily thwarted by the creature man ; 
and he who thinks otherwise is betting on the 
wrong candidate. Were it once admitted that the 
omnipotence of the deity is sufficient for the carry- 
ing out of his purposes, the services of the minis- 
ters as his agents might be deemed superfluous. 
Then there would be the devil to pay instead of the 
preachers, who are not so unwise as to saw off the 
branch of human idiocy by which they are sup- 
ported. 

The prophets of the old and the prophets of the 
new are all at sea when they enter the domain of 
behavior. (1) The servants of Christ hold that im- 
mortality is the foundation of morality; but upon 
this it ensues that immortality not being of this 
world, there is no earthly basis for morality. (2) 
The enlightened ones instruct us to do right be- 
cause it is right to do right; in saying which they 
are as lucid as the philosophers who explained that 
cold was cold because it was cold. They might 
avoid tautology without sacrifice of clearness by 
contenting themselvs with saying we should do 
right because. Proceed, O Ananda, to follow the 
line of condct which experience has proved to be 
conduciv to human well-being, but fortify yourself 
for intelligent defense whether accused of doing 
wrong or right. Gro. E. Macponaxp. 
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Tux Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 

days at-8.15 P.M., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 

Program for November: l 

November 28th—‘‘ The French Revolution in Romance.” 

' Dwight M. Lowrey. 


News and Notes. 


The Brooklyn Philosophical Association, with its 
fine hall and cultivated audiences and lively discus- 
sions, presents to the secular pilgrim a very pleas- 
ant picture of Eastern Freethought, which, if not 
quite so aggressiv as that of the West, is still a 
widely flowing stream of tendency to the new 
times. President Rowley, with his efficient staff, 
has given a noble and splendid position to Free- 
thought in this * City of the Churches.” I deliv- 
ered a lecture before the association on Sunday 
afternoon, November 11th, on “ Spiritualism, The- 
osophy, and Freethought,” which was well received. 
As the object of the lecture was rather to develop 
harmonies than discord, the points made were not 
combated very pugnaciously. However, President 
Rowley made a pretty severe and critical examina- 
tion of the claims of phenomenal Spiritualism. He 
wanted to see a “naked spirit.” Why does the 
spirit always appear clothed? Hav “old clothes ” 
an immortality also? The inhabitants of the 
other world must always appear dressed. How 
much more vivid and interesting the manifestations 
would be if the spirit was only naked. The naked 
truth is what science is after; and it must be ad- 
mitted that * materialization" would hav a more 
logical value if the millinery was omitted. How can 
we ever analyze a real spirit when it is thus covered 
up? Pure spirit is the thing, and until we get it, 
phenomenal Spiritualism must remain an object of 
faith. The argument of Rowley was not squarely 
met, and on this point it is evident that Spiritual- 
ism must await further developments. If we can't 
test a spirit as spirit, how is it possible ever to 
know? What we see are clothes; and we infer the 
spirit. Rowley also said that if you put your arm 
&round a spiritit never passed through the arm, but 
always stopped right there. Now if a spirit can go 
through walls and roofs without impediment, why 
can’t it go through a human arm! Why must it 
slide around, as if an obstacle were in the way? 
The chairman made several other good points, 
which added much to the interest of the lecture. 
After all the bristling discussion, it was evident 
that so far as the philosophy of this world is con- 
cerned we are pretty well agreed. We combine 
heart and soul against orthodoxy and the tyrannies 
and superstitions of the past. 

The atmosphere of the Brooklyn Philosophical 
Association is so congenial, it is so animated with 
thought, it is so manifold and sparkling in its 
elements, that I gather intellectual strength from its 
meetings, and feel that I can hustle in the pioneer 
ranks more courageously than ever. May the light 
of this association never die out. Under its present 
management it certainly radiates a splendid in- 
fluence, light and heat both, and the whole universe 
finds full play upon its broad platform. In the 
evening of the same day, with the same lecture, I 
find an equally delightful audience at Newark, N. J. 
Here President Bird stands at the front with the 
pertinacity of the old-time reformers, and the League 
flourishes under his wise and equable administra- 
tion. Dr. Wright, Daniel T. Ames, and others made 
some very pertinent criticism on the lecture. Mr. 
Bird pointed out the pregnant fact admitted by a 


popular preacher of Newark that “science is anti- 


God.” Said the preacher: “ We are undoubtedly 
on the threshold of the most tremendous and final 
battle between religion and its opponents, a battle 
which is to decide, once for all, whether we are to 
believe in acreator or not. There never was a time 


when the antagonism to Christianity was so skillful. 


and so successful as now. If the church ignores 
the magnificent arguments urged by men of science 
against Christianity the next generation will cer- 
tainly be Agnostic, and its most brilliant men and 
women will be utterly without faith in Christ. 
Though many Christian men giv their attention to 
scientific things, modern science is essentially god- 
less. A most significant fact is that out of the last 
forty-three presidents of the Royal Society, men 
chosen from the highest ranks of science, but sev- 
enteen were acknowledged Christians. We are not 
fighting a man of straw when we are fighting Agnos- 
ticism, but something which has taken an awful 
hold upon our intellectual youth. Ask your son 
when he comes from college what he thinks of the 
Bible, and you will be surprised at the answer.” 
This is a pretty good confession for a Christian 
preacher. He seems to understand the situation. 


President Bird in a criticism of the above decla- 
ration, in the Newark News, further elucidated the 
position of the frank theologian, and corrected some 
of his scientific mistakes. In closing, Mr. Bird 
said: “ This preacher has elicited my sincere admi- 
ration. Few of his cloth will admit of any conflict 
between religion and science, but by various ingen- 
ious devices and artifices endeavor to reconcile the 
irreconcilable.” 


Newark is one of the places I always like to visit. 
It is one of the first places in which I gave Free- 
thought lectures, and through various fortunes for 
many years the League has preserved its vigor and 
has a bright look ahead. 

On Sunday, November 18th, I lecture, afternoon 
and evening, at Philadelphia before the Friendship 
Liberal League, and here I meet a great audience. 
The League has removed to & larger hall, which 
holds about a thousand people, and in the evening 
it was filled. Much credit is due the president, 
secretary, and members of the League for the brill- 
iant success of the Freethought association. It is 
continually increasing in power and influence and 
has weathered the hard times with great pluck and 
éclat. It is & most encouraging field of Liberal 
effort. Greeting many friends in this handsome 
new hall, my mind’s eye sees many radiant visions 
of human progress. 

In the afternoon I lectured on ‘Socialism, 
Anarchy, and Republicanism,” and this wide and 
varied subject elicited a many-sided discussion, 
participated in by Messrs Whittick, Hannum, Kit- 
son, Butler, and Frailey, who all had different 
opinions to express. I suppose we never shall 
agree as to the best political remedy for existing 


| evils; but one thing is sure, we shall never find out 


until the matter has been most thoroughly discussed 


from every point of view and experiments made. 


There is no patent remedy, and we cannot settle 
the question by any mere assumptions nor by 
sentimentalism. Whatever is done must be done 
scientifically and with a recognition of human 
nature as it is. 

In the evening I lectured on “The Bible.” This 
brought out some lively Christians to the defense 
of their idolized book; but my facts and arguments 
were not overthrown. The reply was the old, old 
story of * Believe in Jesus, and you will be saved.” 
It was an appeal to feeling and not to common 
sense. 

I was pleased indeed with the reception at Phila- 
delphia. The audience was magnetic and made one 
do his level best. à 

I had the pleasure of meeting Prof. Clarence De 
Rome, recently from England, a member of the 
British Secular Union, who now makes America 
his residence. He is devoted to the art of music. 

I enjoyed the hospitality of Mrs. Wm. F. Porter. 
Mr. Porter was one of the first Liberal comrades I 
met in Philadelphia. He was of English birth 
—a talented and devoted Secularist. He died 
within the last year. He met his fate bravely. 
He had no fear. He was an honorable and no- 
ble man, and always stood by his colors. We 
will keep his memory green. Mrs. Porter is 
earnestly Liberal, and it was a great pleasure to 
meet her again. I am sure that her excellent 
boarding-house, with its finely furnished rooms, will 
bea pleasant place for Liberal friends who visit 
Philadelphia to locate; for there will be a cordial 
greeting and a Freethought atmosphere, with good 
things which one does not always find at a hotel. 
The number is 1427 Vine street. 

I quite enjoyed my renewed acquaintance with 
J. O. Bentley. He certainly has had a remarkable 
experience. He has been a Freethinker from six 
years up. He has taken the Jnvestigator over fifty 
years, and Tur Truru SxzkER ever since it began 
at Paris, Ill. He is now seventy-four years of age, 
and is in splendid health and is built for a century. 
He has taken part in and vividly remembers the old 
battles for liberty from 1840 onward, the glowing 
speeches of Ernestine L. Rose, Frances Wright, 
Harriet Martineau, Garrison, etc. He is an inven- 
tor and has made his fortune as manufacturer of 
decorativ art needle work, which art he himself 
originated. He has traveled extensivly throughout 
this country and Europe, and is a great student of 
those things which máke for human happiness. It 
was a great pleasure to visit his beautiful estab- 
lishment and to view the wonderful and gorgeous 
designs in embroidery, many of which sprang from 
his fertil brain. These hav a large sale, although 
it takes money to enjoy such exquisit and cunning 
marvels of human ingenuity. One would scarcely 
think that silk could be woven into such airy and 
fairy forms—hbirds, insects, flowers, etc.— which 
charm the eye like the beauty of natüre itself. 
Freethought with my friend Bentley unfolds into a 
world of glorious color and form. 

i SawvzgL P. PursAM. 


Notice. 

Mrs. M. A. Freeman will make a trip east about the 
first of January, and would like to secure engagements 
for lectures in Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania, New York, 
and Massachusetts. Those desiring her services will 
please write her at once 1087 West Madison street, 
Chicago, Ill. 


Tue Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon 8t the hall, No. 82 Monroe &venue, 
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Letters of Friends. 


The Great Almighty Dollar. 


Oct. 28, 1894. 
BrotazR Putnam: The greatest work of 
your life, ‘‘Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought,” reached me safely. I hav only 
glanced over it, but to say that I sm well 
pleased with it would be putting it mildly. 
Iam delighted with it and am sure it will 
be a great source of pleasure and intellect- 
ual profit to me through the winter even- 
ings. You certainly deserve to rest after 
such an heroic effort to emancipate your 

fellow-man from superstitious thraldom. 
May the ‘“‘Great Almighty" (dollar) 
numerously bless you in all your under- 
takings in behalf of mental liberty, is the 

prayer of your friend, D. J. O'N. 


There Has Been Progress. 
Wonoz8TER, Mass., Nov. 5, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: **Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought" received. I hav looked it 
over and find it is well worth the time we 
hav waited for it. It is with great pleas- 
ure one can read and see what progress 
has been made during the centuries since 
superstitition had such a strong hold upon 
the people. Many thanks to Mr. Putnam 
for this grand book, which I think will be 
read by many who would be unwilling to 
hav their names among the list of its sub- 
seribers. 

I was in a news-room a few months ago 
and I asked the proprietor if I could leave 
a few TRUTH SxurkzRS on his counter for 
people to read. He said it would injure 
his business, but he would keep a few in a 
corner of the shelf and show them to 
anyone who might call for it or to those 
whom he knew to be liberally inclined. 
It would set people to thinking for them- 
selvs, and that is just what we want. 

Harrizt C. Donar. 


Wants Putnam i to Write More. 


Apronaua, R. I., Nov. 4, 1894. 

Mr. Epiror: ‘‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought” is at hand, and a fine book 
it is, and it has turned out to be a great 
deal better than I anticipated, and I only 
wish that Comrade Putnam would giv us 
some more of the same sort, for a finer 
book for sound sense and logic was never 
in circulation than the ‘‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” to my knowledge. 
It comes right to the point with no beating 
about the bush. AsI said when I sent on 
for it, I would be without it for no con- 
sideration whatever, if it cost twice the 
price that I paid for it. Anyone with com- 
mon sense ought to hav it in his house, if 
for nothing more than a reference book to 
Show him where he stands on the religious 
question. I do not believe in it myself 
now, but when I was between twelve and 
seventeen I did attend Sunday-school, and 
was taught the old Puritan sort of belief 
in hell-fire and brimstone; but when I left 
home to go to sea, which I followed for 
upwards of thirty years, I got my eye-teeth 
cut after seeing the rascality carried on un- 
der the cloak of religion in foreign countries 
and islands from the north to the south, 
the east to the west. That has given me 
enough of religion, for if you want to find 
fraud, rascality, and superstition you will 
find them within the pale of the church. 
Thisis my firm belief. Jonn R. SwEET. 


Makes It Interesting for the Preachers, 
Crayon, O., Nov. 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find the 
amount necessary to carry on my subscrip- 
tion to the grand old TRUTH SEEKER to the 
new year. It seems to me that to do with- 
out this paper is to liv in constant need of 
a great necessity of life. I read several 
papers, but were I to dispense with all but 
one, I assure you Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
would be retained. 

** Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
has been received and perused. It meets 
my every expectation. It is a remarkable 
book. I would not exchange it for all the 
Bibles in Christendom. Having met and 
formed an acquaintance with its genial 
author, I shall keep it as a work of un- 
measured worth as well as an invaluable 
souvenir. 

I am in receipt of a number of letters 
from our Liberal lecturers asking that I 
arrange for lectures in my locality, but on 


account of: the” few;working"Freethinkers 
I cannot comply. Nothing would please 
me better than to hav a series of Free- 
thought lectures here this winter, snd 
treat this priest-ridden community to 
showers of sense and reason. However, 
this seems impossible. I shall do what I 
ean myself, and during the coming pro- 
tracted meetings I shall endeavor to make 
it interesting for the pulpit pounder, the 
saint and the sinner. Always working for 
our cause and Tue Truru Szexer, I am, 
respectfully, Ermer MLLER. 


Wants the Author Well Paid. 
STOCKTON, CAr., Oct. 20, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Am"in receipt'of Mr.‘ Put- 
nam's ‘“‘Fourì Hundred ,Yesrs of Free- 
thought." My first impressions of it were 
amply verified on review of its contents 
and admirable illustrations. 

The mechanical make-up of the book, 
in my judgment, is all-round perfection, 
highly creditable to all concerned, and 
cannot fail to be satisfactory to the sub- 
scribers. But I should like to be assured 
that after all the art, care, and liberal ex- 
pense bestowed upon its preparation, to- 
gether with the cost of mailing to its 
patrons, there was a reasonable sum left 
for the author. 

It is a valuable addition to Freethought 
literature, and Mr. Putnam is no doubt 
proud of its authorship, as its patrons are 
of its author and his book. It deservesa 
large circulation and I hope that future 
editions will enable him to take some 
leisure, after his many years of ceaseless 
and untiring labors in the Liberal cause. 

W. F. Freeman. 


Bothered With Church Beggars. 
OnxxzENNE, Wyo., Nov. 5, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: It is with pleasure that 
Tur TRUTH SEKER is welcomed to the 
Opera House Block. It is a welcome 
guest and read by many, and those car- 
toons of Mr. Heston’s are beyond com- 
ment. It is amusing to see some of the 
people look at them and then giv that 
far-away look and make the remark that 
such s paper should not be published, and 
I ask them sbout the Bible and they say, 
* Inspired." By whom? No answer. 
Reason has not reached them yet, but I 
think prospects are brighter than in the 
past in this Christian city. This is a very 
Christian city; we hav churches on every 
corner and church property about the 
same, but we see none of it on the tax list, 
which would be of great benefit to the 
taxpayers of this county. Still they are 
very activ in politics. 

We hav many Freethinkers here, but 
they are afraid to say much for fear they 
will be boycotted. It is unpleasant to be 
robbed in this style, but then it is for the 
love of God and is all right. 

We hav s sky-pilot in this city who has 
just built a church and is very anxious to 
pay for it, and he is now around urging 
the citizens of the city to pay for it, and 
he has gone so far as to apply the boycott 
to business men who do not donate liber- 
ally, but I suppose that his works are all 
for the benefit of God. 

And here comes another: ‘‘ Well, what 
is it this morning?” 

**[ am selling tickets for the social this 
evening for the benefit of the organ fund.” 

I did not take a ticket and I suppose if 
the opportunity presents itself the old rem- 
edy will be applied, but nevertheless I can’t 
swallow Jonah and the ticket doesn’t go. 
I think this city has more church beggars 
than any other of its size in the country. 
If they would look after the needy, I think 
that they would attain better results, as 
there are many in the county they could 
assist, Z. 


An Explanation. 
PorTLAND, OB., Nov. 2, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: As truth and justice are 
two of the fundamental principles of Free- 
thought, and as THE TRUTH SEEKER always 
givs both sides of any question, I hav no 
doubt that you will giv me a little of your 
valuable space to correct astatement made 
by Katie Kehm Smith, secretary of the 
Oregon State Secular Union, in her report 
of the last convention, which is worded so 
as to convey the impression that I ran the 
Oregon State Secular Union in debt. Ire- 
fer to the following sentence: *'The con- 
vention assumed the indebtednessineurred 


by Chas. Hagner and others, for improve- 
ments made on the Oregon Secular Park, 
amounting per bil rendered to $72.60.” 
The injustice consists in mentioning my 
name alone as the party who contracted 
the bill and then saddled the same on the 
Oregon State Secular Union, when, in 
fact, Mrs. Smith and D. W. Smith were 
the prime movers in having the debt con- 
tracted to secure the donation of land for 
the Park as officers of the Union. Mr. and 
Mrs. David Wittenberg would not giv & 
deed to the Union unless some improve- 
ments were made on the place, and as the 
Union had no money on hand—in fact, 
was in debt—Mr. and Mrs. Smith as well 
as myself thought that by running an ex- 
cursion from Portland to the Park w 
could clear enough money to pay for the 
necessary improvements, which consist of 
the clearing of two acres of land, a pavilion 
forty feet square, roofed over, & speaker’s 
stand, and lunch and ice cream booths. 
W. W. Jesse, president of the Union, who 
by the way was not over-confident of the 
financial success of the undertaking, and 
Mrs. Smith procured the lumber and got 
people to haul it to the grounds, while I, 
at this end of the line, sent men to do the 
work, furnished provisions for the same, 
the nails and other things needed; to do 
this I advanced the money out of my own 
pocket, part of which I had to borrow. 
Owing to the strike and scarcity of money 
we did not realize our financial expecta- 
tions, and when I brought my bill before 
the Convention, D. W. Smith disclaimed 
any connection with the work as an official 
of the Union, claiming that what he did, 
he did as an individual. I will further say 
that while the executiv committee of the 
Union did perhaps not hold a meeting and 
authorize these improvements to be made, 
I had four of the said committee with 
me all the time, and I notice they took 
good care to hav the lumber bill allowed 
by the Convention, which would hav been 
useless without the other work being 
done. In closing, I will say this: If the 
executiv committee did what they did as 
individuals, let us divide the bill in five 
parts and each pay his or hershare. I will 
pay mine like a man. So far the executiv 
committee has not turned over one dollar 
to me on account of the bill allowed by the 
Convention, and has used all the money 
raised at Forest Grove for other purposes. 
Hoping you will oblige me by publishing 
this, I remain, respectfully yours, 
Omas. HAGNER, 

Treas. First Secular Church of Portland. 


Failed to See the Satire. 
ANKENY, IA., Nov. 5, 1894. 

Mr. Eprrog: I am in receipt of two 
copies of your publication, THz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and can heartily indorse the name 
but not the spirit of it. Your treatment of 
Amos is slighting, unfair, and dishonest. 
(I say this in kindness, and will proceed to 
prove it.) Is it not unfair to quote an ex- 
pression of displeasnre from any author 
and not quote the reason for that displeas- 
ure, especially when the reason is given in 
the next sentence? Is it not dishonest to 
so slight a writer for the purpose of cast- 
ing contempt either cn him or his subject? 
I will illustrate: I hav a son sixteen years 
old. In July I send him into the field with 
a team and mower to cut hay. About 10 
A.M. he appears before me with his hair 
perfumed, a violin in one hand and a slice 
of meat in the other and says, ''Father, 
sit:down and eat this meat while I play you 
a tune!" Would it be fair or honest for 
him—or anyone else—to complain of me 
for refusing to bethus entertained and say 
nothing of the neglected hay-field? Iam 
aware that Christians are serving their 
God with about as much zeal and consis- 
tency as the boy would hav been cutting 
hay while preparing his hair, his viol, 
and his meat to flatter and hoodwink me. 
But in cutting loose from their hypocrisy 
need you also cut loose from consistency? 
When you publish a journal of Free- 
thought worthy of the name I will sub- 
scribe for it—if I am able to pay the price 
—but don’t send me any more such stuff as 
the samples now at hand. Yours for the 
uplifting of humanity, H. D. EasrLx. 

[The ** next sentence " does not giv the 
explanation of Jehovah's wrath, but the 
twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth sub-divisions 
of the chapter quoted by Mr. Heston fur- 


nish the desired clue. In them we are in- 
formed that the Children of Israel had 
failed, during their alleged forty years’ 
tramp through the wilderness, to proffer 
to their tutelar divinity the sacrifices and 
offerings to which he is supposed to hay 
thought himself entitled, and that they 
had also borne the images of some of the 
**false gods.”. This neglect enraged him, 
and he refused to play any more until they 
had sufficiently humbled themselvs. Now 
this ‘‘ cause” of the god’s displeasure had 
no relation to the point that Mr. Heston 
was making against the Bible and no in- 
justice was done to any ‘‘author” or tran- 
scriber. Mr. Eastly seems to be lacking 
in imagination and the sense of humor. If 
he were not he would hav seen at a glance 
that the artist was making fun of the idea 
that an infinit God could be placated by 
a peace offering of fat meat, the sound of 
viols, or the stench of burning éntrails of 
beasts. Just fancy the size of the nose - 
that an infinit God must hav! And what 
enormous ears to take in the ‘‘ melody ” of 
those little Jew’s harps and viols! Cannot 
Mr. Eastly understand that these old 
anthropomorphic conceptions of the God 
he worships are utterly childish and 
absurd, totally out of place in this age of 
science, and ridiculous even when con- 
sidered as parts of the higher forms of 
monotheism? He-should be able to recog - 
nize a jest before he again charges us 
with being ‘‘unfair and dishonest.”—Ep. 
T. S.] : j 


From Cradle to Church. 


ELSINORE, CAr., Oct. 25, 1894: 

Mr. Epor: Rev. J. H. Williams, of 
Los Angeles, made the following observa- 
tions before the General Congregational 
Association, held in that city last week: 

Jesus emphasized the tru'h that the 
little ones belonged to God, and were to 
be kept near to himself. The attitude of 
the church toward its young people should 
be one of cordial greeting and sympathy. 
They need a good deal of sunshine for their 
growth, The church home needs to be a 
warm, cosy place. There isin the child a 
deep-seated reverence for authority when 
properly used. The church has taken a 
long step toward the solution of the prob- 
lems connected with the young in recog- 
nizing that they are a part of the church 
life. The truth should be recognized that 
the children are already in the church, 
and the problem is to keep them in it. The 
child says ‘‘my church.” Let us cultivate 
this sense of ownership and possession. 
The Junior Christian Endeavor Society is 
proving an easy step to the Young People’s 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and that 
an easy step to the church. Let us use 
ae pathway from the cradle to the church 

oor. P 

The apple may grow in the bottle which 
cannot be forced in when larger grown. 

Rev. Mr. Williams in thus talking to an 
audience simply gave publicity to what 
has always been the secret policy of Chris- 
tianity; but this good and wily reverend 
gentleman, together with all the other 
good and wily gentlemen of the cloth, 
must soon discover that even these easy 
stepping stones ‘‘from the cradle to the 
church ” will not toll in the lambs of the 
nineteenth century. Childten cannot be 
reared in the present civilization without 
receiving some of the benefits of its in- 
fluence, one of which is the capacity to 
reason. f 

They will obtain worldly wisdom as well 
as ‘‘church sunshine "—or moonshine, as 
the worldly wisdom they obtain will trans- 
late it to them. They will read the his- 
tory of the church as well as other history 
and wonder why the church has been 
dragging so far. in the rear. They will 
ask for a better and revised edition of the 
geneslogy of the blessed savior, and if 
they are not supplied with one which 
bears the mot de passe of respectability 
they will be very coy sbout entering the 
church, even should they arrive at the 
door. ' 

The ‘‘ deep-seated reverence for author- 
ity ” will giv way to a deep-seated rever- 
ence for truth, and they will smile at the 
mythology of the parents whom they love 
and honor, the same as those parents 
smile when they remember the no more 
ridiculous mythologies of their own past 
consanguinity. 

They will hesitate as to the advisability 
of teaching their own little ones the past, 
present, or future possibility of immacu- 
late conception by holy ghosts, and they 


THE TRUTH 


will marvel that Jesus allowed his mother’s 
dishonor to be revealed to the unfeeling 
criticism of society, even if it were true. 
They will wonder why the author of their 
religion did not teach science instead of 
superstition, morality instead of discord, 
marriage instead of misogamy, peace in- 
stead of dissension, and they will wonder 
and ask why he did not by precept and 
example teach plain and unvarnished 
truth instead of mystification. 

When these little Junior Christian En- 
deavor Society people inquire who Cain's 
wife was a Slipper trial for heresy will not 
bring them back into the fold as it did 
when the good dootor was wearing his 
swaddling clothes, but it will convince 
them of a possible weakness in the founda- 
tion of Christianity and set them to work 
investigating, and when they hav done so 
they will be ashamed to say **my church,” 


but will be anxious to deliver entire pos-. 


session thereof to the truly good Rev. Dr. 


Williams, e£ al, who hav not followed the. 


march of civilization so closely as to per- 
ceive its glory, a glory pre-eminently 
more brilliant and substantial than that 
upon which sits, surrounded by airily 
clothed angels, deacons, murderers, min- 
isters, polygamous. saints, and weak- 
minded women, the author and finisher of 
the eset reverend doctor’s bad faith. 
F, H. Hearn. 


Mr. Swan Talks to Mr. Taylor. 
AxzON, O., Nov. 4, 1894. 

Mx. Eprror: I am once more compelled 
to come to the front in defense of my 
** fool ideas," and will endeavor to explain 
myself as plainly as possible, regardless of 
whom it hits, for I hav long since learned 
that even a Humboldt or Ingersoll does 
not know it all. Neither has that boasted 
monster called ‘‘ science ” as yet ascended 
the second step of the great ladder of de- 
velopment. 

Iam pleased to know that there is one 
Freethinker in Columbus, O., who dares 
to think for himself, regardless of priest 
or king, parent or guardian, but I would 
giv Mr. Taylor a few ideas for considera- 
tion. 

He admits that he ‘‘ has been hit in the 
eye quite as hard as Mr. Swan;” and then 
goes on to acknowledge the law of **psy- 
chic" power; and when he does so, he 
Shows that he is not nearly as joined to 
his idols as he may think; and for all such 
there are hopes, yea, expectations, that 
they will eventually perch as victors on 
the mountain top of advanced thought. 

He goes on to say, ‘‘ Before this subject 
[Spiritualism] can be of much practical 
use it.will hav to be put on a scientific 
basis, and the Spiritualist’s mind does not, 
as a general rule, seem to be built for 
scientific thinking; it is organized for 
wondering, believing, and dreaming, 
rather than for reasoning, doubting, 
and investigating.” Well, really, Mr. 
Taylor, I hope to soon see Spiritual- 
ism put on a scientific basis, although 
it will be no great proof of the existence 
of “spirits” for science to acknowledge 
that fact, because it will but show that 
some ignoramus has so demonstrated, but 
still greater fools will not accept. Science 
is a very stupid pupil, and was never the 
originator of one idea. Its ears are 
filled with undemonstrated wax, its vision 
obscured by the scales of ignorance. 

Science has never yet told us ow a tree 
gathers its solidity, its beautiful propor- 
tions and fragrance from off the elements 

‘that surround it, neither what or where 
the life-giving principle came from, that 
constitutes its very ‘‘soul,” or entity. 
Science is but a great, big booby, filled 
with selfishness and conceit; cannot even 
tell why the heart continues its thrusts of 
blood throughout the long night while we 
sleep; neither knows why the clock ticks, 
simply because Mr. Armstrong transmits 
power to the delicate little steel spring so 
highly tempered that its intuitiv spirit 
seeks to gain its liberty and straighten itself 
outinstead of being forced to be coiled up 

. Within prison walls; why and what the 
conditions of inanimate matter when 
formed by certain processes into steel, 
science knows not, but undertakes to ex- 
plain that certain properties called this 
and that, put together, do thus and so 
‘and produce certain results. Can it hear 
the footsteps of the minute little ant as he 
runs across the floor, or see the nimble 


little legs as they step with rapid pace to 
and fro? Ithink I hear Mr. Ant say to 
me, ‘You great, big ass, could I be as 
large as you I would walk a mile a minute 
and not mope along as you do, neither 
would I hav so little regard for ants as 
you hav, and allow my big, clumsy foot to 
destroy a whole village of helpless ants." 
“ Hush," says the animaloule, ‘you are 
nothing but a big lubber yourself, and pay 
as little attention to me in my oceanic do- 
main as man does to you, for you will 
walk with giant strides to cur domicil, 
and gulp a thousand of us down at one 
swallow.” 

Now, Mr. Science, you will please con- 
sider that could your eyes see and were 
your ears sensitiv enough you could really 
distinguish our delicate spirit forms and 
watch us play ball, see us gather the 
beautiful flowers, hear us crack foolish 
jokes with each other, as when in those 
gross and unsightly forms we had on 
earth. You would then know that we hav 
eyes, ears, a heart, and entire physical 
nature and constitution as perfect as in 
earth life, but much more refined and 
progressed, of subtle matter. j 

Please observe that a soul (entity or life) 
has the same ability to manifest itself, 
first, with a physical earth life, then with 
other and more progressed power; can 
take on forms of more sublimated matter 
and such as cannot be perceived by mortal 
senses. 

Now to Mr. Taylor or to others whom it 
may concern, let them be Colonel Inger- 
soll, Mr. Putnam, John. Peck, or others 
who depend on science and the ideas of 
past critics of advanced thought, you can 
take your own slates to Miss May Bangs, 
of 10 South Elizabeth street, Chicago, and 
prepare them yourself, put two or more 
together, with no pencil between them, in 
daylight; can either place them on the 
stand or under it, on the floor, and put 
your feet on them or suspend them by 
strings, yourself, from the chafidelier 
overhead, and obtain written communica- 
tions giving both intelligence and physical 
proof of some unseen power, which signs 
the names of your deceased friends. You 
can see the same in your own home should 
you care to do so by paying the expense 
as you would for & minister to preach a 
funeral sermon. 

There are many slate-writing mediums 
in nearly all large cities who can demon- 
strate nearly all I hav written on the sub- 
ject of spirit manifestation, and those who 
doubt my ability to inform myself or my 
veracity in the matter, after paying out 
hundreds of dollars to learn the truth (and 
T hav not been deceived), hav but to expend 
their own shekels to hav the bigotry taken 
out of them. 

Anyone wishing ‘‘ My Experience in the 
Investigation of Spiritualism” can secure 
itin pamphlet form by sending two cents 
for postage to A. D. Swan, Akron, O. 


The Church and id Woman Suffrage. 

New York, Nov. 12, 294 
"Mx. Eprror: Without wishing to ex- 
press any opinion as to the justice of wom- 
an’s non-enfranchisment, I should be 
pleased if you would permit me to direct the 
attention of Clara F. Harker to some facts 
which she appears to hav overlooked, and 
if this permission is granted I offer what 
follows, which is an adaptation of an arti- 
cle of mine that was published in the last 

issue of Liberty. 

I may perhaps be permitted to call the at- 
tention of your correspondent to a misap- 
prehension under which she is laboring. I 
think that it would be very difficult for 
her to be more mistaken about any other 
matter of fact than she seems to be regard- 
ing the attitude of the conservativ forces 
toward the political equality of woman. 
The correspondent mentions the alleged 
independence of the women voters of 
Colorado in the election last spring; she 
tells us that they were not under the con- 
trol of the ministers, but I remember see- 
ing in Toe TaurH Sxexer 8 statement of 
facts that shows that they did make their 
power felt against the men of Liberal re- 
ligious views. But let that pass for the 
present. 

Fifteen years ago the minister who 
advocated giving the ballot to woman 
was the exception. To-day the Protestant 
minister at the North (with the possible 
exception of the Episcopalian, who is not 
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8 very conspicuous factor in the discussion 
of political questions) who does not cham- 
pion woman suffrage is the man who is 
rarely found. The tide began to turn 
about ten years ago, and it has gathered 
volume every year since, and it still con- 
tinues to swell. It began in the West, 
and the further you go in that direction 
the stronger you will find it to be, gener- 
ally speaking. So far it is relativly weak 
in the South, and is not so powerful here 
as in the Middle West. 

The genesis of this movement is very 
easy to trace, especially to one who has 
lived in the Prohibition states and is fa- 
miliar with their politics. Mrs. Harker 
is well aware, of course, that in the case- 
of all the Protestant churches the mem- 
bership in and attendance of women is 
many fold greater than that of men. So 
notorious is this fact that it & common 
saying that, were it not for the women, 
more than half of the Protestant churches 
would hav to close their doors. They are 
sustained by the moral and pecuniary sup- 
port which the women bring to them 
Many of the men who do go to church at- 
tend only because their wives and sweet- 
hearts are generally there on Sunday, 
while the number is still larger who giv 
money to the church simply because their 
wives are members thereof and they must 
help support the conventicle if they would 
hav peace at home. .Could Mrs. Harker 
leave her home and go out among the peo- 
ple, in all parts of the United States, and 
spend a few years in getting acquainted 
with them in town, village, and country, 
she would be astounded at the number of 
indifferentists and Infidels who giv with a 
more or less free hand to the churches. Of 
course the clergy know well where their 
friends are and which sex it is that they 
hay the most influence over, and hence it 
was very natural that they should early 
grasp the idea that the ballot in the hands 
of woman would immediately and vastly 
augment their power and enrich the 
church. The first political use they had 
for woman was in the fight for Prohibi- 
tion, and they realize that they are likely 
to be ultimately beaten there if they do 
not arm her with a vote. Next came the 
Sunday question—if it was not primary in 
the thought of the preacher—and from 
that point the vista of tyranny widened 
out until at this time the militant branch 
of the church expects nothing less from 
the assistance of **enfranchised woman” 
than the establishment of a theocracy in 
which religion, morals, and politics will 
be absolutely dominated by the reaction- 
ary principles of the most orthodox wing 
of Protestant Christianity. Before the 
clerical influence was enlisted on the side 
of the woman suffragists the ballot for 
woman was demanded on the ground that 
it was her right to vote because she was 
amenable to tke criminal laws, because 
she was s taxpayer, and because one sex 
cannot legislate justly for another. But it 
was not long after the ministers came to 
her side before the tone of the woman- 
suffrage advocates changed, and from that 
time on we heard less and less about 
equality of rights and more and more con- 
cerning what woman would do in the sup- 
pression business when once she got her 
hands on the reins of authority. She 
would suppress the liquor traffic, she 
would legislate the social evil out of ex- 
istence, she would preserve.the ‘‘Sab- 
bath ” from ‘‘ desecration,” and now she 
is prepared to Christianize the Constitu- 
tion and outlaw Freethought. She long 
since allied herself with the priesthood 
for the regulation of art and literature, 
and years ago in Kansas she had already 
been so corrupted by the ministers that, 
when she got into office in Oskaloosa, she 
had an ordinance adopted prohibiting the 
presence of a stallion in any stable within 
the city limits! That was shortly after 
she was given the municipal ballot; and 
now, 88 the hour of her investiture with 
full suffrage draws near, her and the 
clerics’ influence has become so potent 
that the officials hav begun the regenera- 
tion of society along more ‘‘ radical " lines 
by the castration of the feeble-minded in 
state institutions. The minister can think 
of no other method of ‘‘reform” so besu- 
tiful and efficient as statute law, and he, 
knowing his influence with woman, is only 
too eager to giv her political power. Of 
course there are exceptions, even in the 
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West, but they are becoming fewer every 
day. 

There is another consideration which 
must always be borne in mind.’ The 
churches, as churches, are much more re- 
ligious and social than they are political 
in their direct work. The greater portion 
of their scheming is done indirectly 
through the auxiliary societies. The dif- 
ferentiation of functions has been going 
on for some time, and, if you want to 
know what the live, aggressiv divisions of ' 
Protestant Obristianity are after, you 


‘must make yourself acquainted with the 


demands and plans of these societies. 
Among such organizations are the National 
Reform Association, the American Sab- 
bath Union, the Divorce Reform League, 
the King’s Daughters, the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, the Young 
People's Society of Christian Endeavor, 
the Epworth League, the League for the 
Promotion of Purity in Literature and 
Art (a branch of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union), and the Prohibition 
party. The last contains a few people who 
are not. Christians, but the others are 
wholly Christian. They are the pioneer 
political corps of the Protestant churches, 
and they are for woman suffrage by the 
overwhelming majority of the membership 
of each. Although they are many socie- 
ties, they are seeking the same general 
end, and there is the strongest bond of 
sympathy between the leaders of the most 
reactionary and the (apparently) compara- 
tivly harmless organizations. Frances 
Willard the head of the Women’s Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, is en ardent Na- 
tional Reformer (the God-in-the- Constitu- 
tion party), and the department of Sunday 
observance of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, is very activ and suc- 
cessful in its field. Miss Willard has said 
that she was for woman suffrage because 
that would be of immense benefit to the - 
church, and Freethinkers know that she 
is not alone in that position among the 
prominent workers for woman’s political 
equality. Taken altogether, these socie- 
ties stand for all that is bigoted and reac- 
tionary, outside of the economic domain, 
in American politics. That they also 
stand for woman suffrage is significant, 
to say the least. Between them they are 
fighting for Prohibition, for rigid Sunday 
laws, for the Bible in the schools, for one 
moral code and that the priest’s, for no 
divorce except for adultery aud the prohi- 
bition of the remarriage of the offending 
partner, for a censorship of literature, art, 
and the stage, and the Christianization of 
the Constitution and laws. For some of 
these measures they are all united, and no 
one of them is alone in its propaganda. 

As to the Catholic church, it has always 
permitted to its members considerable 
liberty of action in regard to most matters 
not directly affecting their faith. But the 
prohibitory idea has during the last few 
years gained a large number of adherents 
in that organization, and there are not 
wanting indications of & tendency in the 
Catholic church to accept and act upon 
the Puritanic principle. Once it begins 
to move with an accelerating momentum 
in that direction, it will not be long before 
its astute leaders will perceive the wisdom 
of giving the ballot to woman, as the 
Northern Protestants hav already. The 
Catholic church holds for indissoluble 
marriage, and its vote would be cast 
solidly for the so-called ‘‘ reforms” of the 
Protestant authoritarians. The latter 
would make almost any concession to the 
Catholics to secure their assistance. It 
needs no prophet’s eye to see that in two 
decades the American Catholics wiil be as 
devoted to the cause of woman suffrage as 
the majority of the Protestants now are, 
and for similar selfish reasons. 

I do not say that women should not hav 
the ballot, despite the grave dangers in-. 
volved in their enfranchisment, but I do | 
say that we should take the step, if at all, 
with our eyes open; we cannot afford to 
be lulled to sleep with assurances that the 
church is opposed to the woman suffrage 
movement, for it is not true of the most 
reactionary part of the Christian army. 

E. O. WALKER. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tions for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes 2 pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


The Omnipresent Fly. 


When winter’s gone and spring has sped, and 
temperature is high, 

Prepare to meet and greet the coming of the 
household fly, i 


The women folks may fret and scold, and often 
say "Oh my!” 

But what cares he—the buzzing, tiny, ever-pres- 
ent fly? 


They come to stay—go right away your tangle. 
foot to buy, 

Or else expect the trouble of the summer house- 
hold fly. 


Thongh tanglefoot may thin them out and many 
hundreds die, 

Unto their funerals hundreds come to mourn the 
household fly 


But then, though much these household pesky 
things our patience try, 
They’re nothing when compared to the bloody 
* out-door fly. 


Just look at your old crampled-horn, industri- 
ously she'll ply 

Her whisking tail, and shake her sides to scare 
away the fly. 


And so he’ll buzz—he always does and will ‘till 
we all die 

And Jeave the field and conflict to the omnipres. 
ent ily. 


But when the chilly winter comes, ’tis then we'll 
say good-bye 

To the little, tiny buzzing thing—the everlasting 
fly, 


Woo, being small, is wont to crawl irto some 
niche so shy, 

And there at last they sleep and fast and bid us 
all good-bye. —B. F. ROBBI: S. 


The Victory ot an Atom. 


A large ‘‘jag” rolled into the smoking 
ear of a New York & New Haven train at 
one of the Connecticut stations. It had 
possession of a small man, who was accom- 
panied by an atom of humanity which 
huddled down by the small man in the 
corner of the seat and was completely hid- 
den by the seat’s high back and by the 
man. The man fumbled in his pocket for 
his ticket, and when he found it, tried to 
put it between his teeth, where he could 
find it easily when the conductor came 
around. His hand went to his eyes, nose, 
and ears, to the amusement of the spec- 
tators. At last he succeeded in getting the 
ticket into his mouth, where it remained 
about a minute, and then fell out and into 
the lap of the atom beside him. Soon the 
man missed his ticket. He arose with a 
horrified look on his face and announced 
to the car occupants that he had swallowed 
it. The delighted passengers made various 
suggestions to the man. One advised him 
to swallow a railroad guide to go with the 
ticket. Another suggested that he should 
swallow the conductor’s punch with a 
string attached, so that the ticket might 
be punched and the punch recovered. At 
this point, a short, fat man, wearing a pair 
of green glasses and a snuff-colored suit, 
asked the man where he was going. 

**Sheeder 'Ill," was the reply. Cedar 
Hili was the station he meant. 4 

The fat man pulled out a time table, 
consulted it a moment, pulled out from 
under the s2at a sandwich grip, opened it, 
took out 8 small vial and, rising, said: 

“We are now at Wallingford. I find 
the running time between here and Cedar 
Hil, whither our unfortunate fellow- 
pilgrim is bound, is fifteen minutes. I 
now hold in my hand a bottle of my justly 
famous Getthereeli, or Rapid Transit Pel- 
lets. I propose to enter them in a race 
against this train. I will now administer 
Bix of them to our friend, and stake my 
.reputation as a benefactor of the race 
against avother ticket that they will over- 
take the ticket in its wayward course and 
restore it to its rightful owner before 
Cedar Hill is reached.” 

, The crowd shouted, the fat man ap- 
proached the patient, pills in hand, while 
all the passengers roared. Suddenly a 
bundle rolled off the seat and tumbled ont 
into the aisle in front of the pill man. It 
was the atom. His hat had fallen off and 
a mass of tangled yellow curls fell around 
his shoulders. His blue eyes blazed and 


his sturdy little legs were planted wide|soon the atom was half covered with all 


apart. 
ticket. His childish, treble voice rang 
out clear and true. 

‘You bad mans. You makes fun of my 
poor papa. You s’ant do it, you naughty 
mavs. He's my papa!" 

He stood there like an infant Ajax, 
glaring defiance at all of them for a mo- 
ment. Then his chubby fists went up to 
his eyes and a tempest of sobs burst forth. 

A silence fell on the crowd. The pill 
man stood a moment with mouth agape 
looking down on the atom. Then he 
slipped into his seat looking very sheep- 
ish. The atom climbed back into his cor- 
ner while the smiles faded from the faces 
around. Some looked very steadily out of 
the window and others with a sudden re- 
vulsion of feeling looked reproachfully 
at the pill man. The conductor came 
bustling in, sized up the ** jag” instantly, 
and shook the man sharply, demanding 
his ticket, receiving only mumbled and in- 
distinct replies, while the atom looked up 
at him with such a world of helpless won- 
der and trouble in his eyes as would hav 
melted the heart of an iceberg. The pill 
man saw that look, arose, touched the con- 
ductor’s shoulder, and asked how much 
the man’s fare was to Cedar Hill, paid it 
out of his own pocket, sat down and looked 
the crowd equarely in the face with the air 
of a man who hes done the right thing and 

knows it. A colored man entered the car 
announcing in succulent tones: ‘‘ Oranges! 
bananas! figs! candies!” 

One man boughta box of candy, reached 
over and dropped it into the lap of the 
atom and looked around with a benignant 
and self-satisfied air. Itwas catching, and 


Jn his fist he held the missing! sorts of peace offerings. 


He looked at the 
things in a dazed sort of way, and then his 
blue eyes went from face to face with a 
puzzled expression. Pretty soon two men 
were hanging over the back of his seat, 
two more over the back of the seat in 
front of him, and the aisle near him was 
crowded with men, all anxious to talk to 
him, and to show him that they were not 
the *bad mans" he had thought them. 
The gigantic ‘‘ jag,” with man attachment, 
had dwindled into insignificance beside 
the atom. . Cedar Hill was soon reached, 
and a dozen men stood ready to steer the 
‘Jag and man safely out to the platform 
of the station, all for the sake of the atom, 
whose tiny fingers, straying smong their 
heart strings, had found and touched a 
hidden but tender chord and made it 
thrill to to the sweet music of humanity. — 
New York World. 


ea a ae 
Correspondence. 


Mipway, Ky., Nov, 9, 1894. 

My Drar Miss Wixon: I hav lately read 
some of your books, and, on the whole, 
quite an amount of Freethought litera- 
ture. It isa pleasure to see our cause 80 
rapidly progressing, and let us hope that 
the day is not far distant when America 
will indeed be a land of the brave and the 
free; when every intelligent man and 
woman, released from the bonds of a re- 
ligion that seeks to destroy their liberty, 
will say with that brave and never-for- 
gotten patriot: ‘‘The whole world is my 
country; to do good, my religion.” 

The contributions in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
of Mrs. Schwartz and Clara F. Harker on 
** Woman Suffrage” I read with pleasure, 
and while I think the opinions of the 
former were well grounded and accurately 


expressed, still I agree with the latter, | mus. J. E. Barr. 
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Four Hundred Years of Freethought. From 


Columbus to Ingersoll. 


Putnam. 141 


edges. Price, #5. 


Right Living. By Susan H. Wixon. Eth- 


ics as Understood by a Student of Science. 
t Living " is we'l bound in cloth 
and printed on good paper. Price, $1. 


A Historical Story 


By Helen H. Gardener. 
Vloth, $1.25; pape”, 50 cents. 


Tie Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

Id Testamert Stories Comicaily Illustrated 


in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 


Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, $6.50; leather, 
fo hag $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


“Right 


n Unofficia! Patriot. 
of the Oivil War. 


Tte 


ers. 1,075 pages. 


Times. 
prison. 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


[rgersoir's Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. 


t jull-page half-tone 
traits of the most eminent Freethinkers 
and philosophers. living and dead, of the 
past four hundred years. 
1165 pages, gilt sides and back, marbled 


World's Sages, Thinkers, and Feform- 


8vo. 
leather, 84; morocco. gilt edges, $4.50. 


T" Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Two volumes. 


In cloth, $3 per volume. or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 


cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. 


[rgersoll's Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures: Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses; Interviews on 
Talmage; Wnat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll. 
In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 


Blasphemy; 


L fe. 


cents. 
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Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. 


believing asI do that when women inter- 
est themselvs in politics and national 
affairs the church will suffer for lack of 
nourishment. It is because of the narrow 
sphere to which they are limited, and be- 
cause they are told that it is unwomanl 
to broaden their minds and cultivate their 
reason, that they remain the bulwarks of 
the church to-day. Even the most liberal- 
minded Christians can scarcely free them- 
selvs from the opinion that God created 
woman for man alone and to exist merely 
for his pleasure. 

Heredity is an enormous power. She 
can be a friend, but she ‘is often the worst 
of foes. “I will avenge” is her motto, 
and with her sword directed toward what is 
wrong, she strikes a furious blow at the 
race for every injustice done to woman, 
every crime in the name of God. . 

It is only the mothers who are fair- 
minded and well educated that will free 
humanity from the shackles of supersti- 
tion, and produce a race of high-minded, 
honorable sons. 

My letter is growing rather lengthy, so 
I must bring it to aclose. I liv in the Blue 
Grass region of Kentucky. Atheism has 
very little show here, and at times I feel 
quite lonely. I should be pleased to hear 
from some of the young people. My pa- 
rents are Christians. I became an Infidel 
of my own accord. Iam eighteen years 
old. With best wishes for yourself and 
the Cornerites, sincerely, 

May L. COLLINS. 

[A young lady who thinks and reasons 
for herself is a treasure. We hope May 
will favor the Corner with her thoughts 
often. Please tell us something about 
Freethought in the Blue Grass region.— 


Ep. C. O.] 


The Glergyman’s Victims, 


A LIBERAL STORY. 


Price, 25 eents. 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. j 
hands often changes the views of sev- 
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World of Maa. 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 
Asleep and Awake. A new Liberal novel. 


By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
back stamp, $1. 


Cosmian Hymn Book. 


the songs. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


uite a number of books appropriatel; 
oliday purchasers, and we will pac. 


Photograph Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Gilt stamp. $1.95. 


Ail In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


[/o!taire s Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half caf, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

[ia and After Darwin, By George J. 

Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers' Children’s Story-book 
ever issued_ 66 full-page illustrations and 
2smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 


Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. i 


Halt calf, $10; in 


Parton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway’s Life of 
Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. : 


By Matilda 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the,“ Decline 
and Fall of the’ Roman 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


orce and Matter. 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


Dynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 

B. Alexander. 

Lessons From the World of Matter and the 
J 


Empire." Half 


By Professor Ludwig 


Cloth, $2.75. 


By Theodore Parker. 


With musie to all 
Edited by L. K. Washhurn. 
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From Columbus to Ingersoll opte By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. 
Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


Price, $5; with ‘I he 


141 FULL- PAGE HALF -TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, 
ves HE TRUST H SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

th at this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four HUNDRED Years OF 
Freernovenr has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. . The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promiised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History: for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 
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Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 


gate iin 


WO 


the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them.  . 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprep Years or FaxrTHoUGRHT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an-organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the FreethoughtPress. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 28 LAFAYETTE Prion, New York. 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Mental power cannot be got from ill- 
fed brains.— Herbert Spencer. 


Enruvsiasm is the genius of sincerity; 
truth accomplishes no victories without it. 
— Bulwer Lytton. 


CHEERFULNESS in lonely adherence to 
the right, is the endowment of elevated 
characters.— Emerson. 


Bz you yourself, in yourself, whole. Do 
the acts of justice. Let mutual respect 
epitaph charity. Let men take their nat- 
ural places in self-sufficient poise. Let 
priests and professional economists retire. 
Take up the golden thread yourself. It 
runs through ali history and it leads 
the way of all revelation. Horace L. 
Traubel. 


BRIEFLY, a morality which does not im- 
ply character is no morality, or a moral- 
ity of the scourge and the hangman; but 
a morality which does imply character is a 
morality which cannot appeal to the mo- 
tivs common to men and pigs. The essen- 
tially bad man is safe from argument. 
The attempt to escape from this dilemma 
is, I hold, the source of most of the so- 
phistry about ethical problems.— Leslie 
Stephen. 


To test all assertions by adequate evi- 
dence, to extricate the truth from involve- 
ments of imperfect language, to push 
inquiry by every method—tbese are prime 
essentials of human progress. Of equal 
necessity is the removal of all checks to 
the liberty of expressing opinions. If 
these objects hav the importance that 
Mill attributed to them, his labors for 
their promotion would alone entitle him 
to be accounted a benefactor of the race. 
—Dr. Bain. 


AND what is true of the body 
corporal is true also of the body spiritual, 
intellectual, esthetic. It is the duty of 
every one among us to develop himself 
and herself to the highest possible point, 
freely, in every direction. It is our duty 
to think as far as we can think; to get rid 
of all dogmas, preconceptions, and preju- 
dices; to make sure we are not tied b 
false or vague terrors ; to examin all 
faiths, all belief, all fancies, all shibbo- 
leths, political, religious, social, moral.— 
Grant Allen. 


Ler others bow at marble shrine 
Within the white cathedral’s calm, 
And sing the penitential psalm, 

And quaff the red communion wine; 

But never to your unseen king 
Will my proud spirit bend the knee 
Until with mortal eyes I see 

An angel hovering on the wing, 


Or hear a melody divine 
Down-ringing through the purple skies, 
Or see the fronded palms that rise 
Where heaven's hills are said to shine. 
—Kenneth Lamar. 


Ws are told that morality without a 
particular form of belief is impossible. 
For twelve years every kind of religious 
teaching has been banished from the pri- 
mary schools of France, and yet immoral- 
ity among the French children has not 
increased. The beliefs which the church 
imposer are like the ‘‘bogie” which the 
nurse conjures up to keep her charges 


$679,694,439. 


^ 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the ‘United States and in the several States 
and Territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged a3 to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominational 
Groups. Also, much other mat'er of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, Btates. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kina pub- 

‘lished. In no other work are the jacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. The figures. Tein 
derived from the Government Cer sus of 1890, wi 
not be superseded until the cen-us of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
a the injustice of church exemption is suffered 

o exist. gs 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: ` 


Ten copies. - - - - $1.00 . 
Fifty copies, 2c = - 4b 
Onehundred copies - - 8.00 


Larger quantities at special ratos. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


quiet, Mankind asks for bread, but ihe 
church givs a stone; for work she offers 
fine phrases; empty promises she givs in- 
stead ofaction: trust in a visionary future 
instead of well-being in an actual present. 
—Ludwig Büchner. 


I am just and honest, not because I ex- 
pect to liv in another world, but because, 
having felt the pain of injustice and dis- 
honesty towards myself, I hav a fellow 
feeling with other men who would suffer 
the same pains if I were unjust or dishon- 
est towards them. Why should I giv my 
neighbor short weight in this world be- 
cause there is not another world in which 
I should hav nothing to weigh out to him. 
I am honest because I don’t like to inflict 
evil on others in this life, not because I 
am afraid of evil to myself in another. 
It is a pang to me to witness the suffering 
of a fellow being, and I feel his suffering 
the more because he is mortal, because 
his life is so short, and I would hav it, if 
possible, filled with happiness, and not 
misery.— George Eliot. 


Fon thousands of years men hav been 
writing the real Bible, and it is being 
written from day to day, and it will never 
be finished while man has life. All the 
facts that we know, all the truly recorded 
events, all the discoveries and inventions, 
all the wonderful machines whose wheels 
and levers seem to think, all the poems, 
orystals from the brain, flowers from the 
heart, all the songs of love and joy, of 
smiles and tears, the great dramas of Im- 
agination’s world, the wondrous paint- 
ings, miracles of form and color, of light 
and shade, the marvelous marbles that 
seem to liv and breathe, the secrets told by 
rock and star, by dust and flower, by rain 
and snow, by frost and flame, by winding 
stream and desert sand, by mountain 
range and billowed sea.—Robert G. In- 
gersoll. 


In the nature of things, 
BAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


Contents—The Pagan Roots of Christianity. 
The Borrow:ngs of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. t riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. A Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley’s “Evidences of 
Christianity " Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. DidJesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn oi 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 

Price. Cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


BRAIN ~» BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
| AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDGAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. dress 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A NEW AND VALUABLE 


BOOK. 


Religion and the Bible.: 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 


Introduction. 
tradictory? IV. 


the Teacher of Righteousness. VI D 


I The God and Man of the Bible, II. God and the Devil. III. Is the Bible Oon- 
Jesus—Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Prophecy and Expectancy? V. Jesus 
id the Disciples Look for an Immediate ttesurrect/on? VII 


What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Second Ooming of Christ? VII The Christ Spirit Out- 


side the Bible. IX What Is the Bible? X. How 


Punishment. X". Immortality.. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 


Man Adyances. 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. XIII. Is There a God? XIV 
T XVI. Conclusion. 


A Book that should be in the hands of all who seek the 


XI. Why Do Men Cling to the 


. Reward and 


Light. 
The Truth Seeker, New York. 


Remsburg's Book on Lincoln. 


ABRAHAM 


LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged over the question of 


Abraham Lincoln’s religious belief. 


Soon after the remains of America’s most illustrious son were 


laid to rest at Springfield. one of his biographers, Dr. Holland, put forward the claim that he was 
Christian. The claim was romptly denied y the dead statesman’s friends, but only to "bo renewed 


again, and again denied. d 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. 
For fifteen years Mr. 


forever. 


Mir. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must 
In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that 


us for a quarter of a century the question of Linooln's belief has 


k. He presents an 
ut this question at rest 
incoln was a Ohristian, 


and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred wi i 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Christian. These witnesses inelude hie wife nef thie 


relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; 
biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


DIA 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refutation of the 
assumption that the Bible is a divine book o 

ure thought, and correct in all ifs utterances. 
ice, 25 cents. n 

Studies In Theology, A clear expomtion 

iblical story of man’s "' creation, 

e e Pioio ais denominated. “ the fall” 
Price, 10 cents. ise 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, inyolving questions of theology, 

morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A rofota- 
i f the assumption that he was a divine 
URGE and that he was the fulfillment of Old 

Testament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what itis. Price,5 cents. 

Address , THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Works of W! H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Soripture, without 
comment. 40,000sold. Price, 15 cents. 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 

Holy. A Controversy with the Rev 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 200 

Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 
pere could not write, etc. Price, 20 cents, 

Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas 


Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junius aud Casca. . Price, 5 cents. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


his principal 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two young 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair education, and 
much courage, to make their way through the 
world by going to Chicago. The author is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl's life and experience in the 
city of Ohicago among bluff business-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disreputable hypocrits. It is . 
just such a story of human life as we should ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: “Itis by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss 's pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stresm 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SFEKER, 
98 Lafayette PL, New York. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan. H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
nen oP $1. R 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.85. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated Covers; dto, 224 DDP., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price % sents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Roaring Lion on the Track. 


By M. BABOOOK. 
Price, . . . * 


: . D. Shaw's Books. IFOR HER DAILY BREAD. 
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JYot for Parsons. 
SANDY MACTAVISH. 


ni Sabbath was » 

“ Sarie abp, 2 R made. s tor P bath khe 

Sandy Mactavish was walking one day 

Along by the seashore in Armadale Bay, 

When, splashing and dashing and quite 
within reach, 

He saw, in a pool that was left on the 
beach, 

A salmon that struggled in vain to be free, 

And tried very hard to get back to the sea. 

But Sandy rejoiced, like a canny old Scot, 

And made up his mind that return it 
should not, 

When, just as he started to capture his 
game, 

' He remembered the Sawbath, and thought 

of the shame, 

That the elders and deacons would say 
was attached 

To fish that on Sawbaths by sinners were 
‘*catched,” 


Aud stood for: & moment crestfallen and 


glum, . 
Now scratching his head and now biting 
his thumb, 
For nothing could alter the date or the 
ay 
To justify taking the salmon away. 
But Sandy was canny, like most of his 


race, . 

And thought that he might find a snug 
little place 

Where the tide wouldn’t reach, but the 
fish could remain 

Till Monday would let him come fishing 
again, 


For all the kirk elders and all the kirk men 


Wouldn’t hav spoken to Sandy, ye ken, 

If he'd taken the fish when the law had de- 
creed 

That Jews from all manner of work should 
be freed. . 

So he tound a nice spot, in a dark little 
grot, ' 

And rejoiced at tbe fortune that fell to his 


ot, 

And there he conveyed the fine fish that 
he’d found, 

Which he'd hav for his supper when Mon- 
day came round.: 

Money morning arrived, as did Sandy as 
well, d 

_ And there was the fish, safe and sound as 


a bell, 

And Sandy Mactavish, I hardly need say, 

Didn’t wait very long ere he took him 
away. 

He ey invited, that very same 
night, 

Some friends of his bosom with him to 
unite, š 

To partake of a fish, which would make 
such a dish, 

That never for better could anyone wish; 

And when they appeared at his jovial 
board, R 

"Twas just as he said; it was fit for a lord. 

There was Elder McPherson and Deacon 
McGill, 

And Macgregor the laird, who lived up on 

` the hill, 

Doctor McCulloch and Hamilton Quirk, 

The parson who preached in Maotavish's 


ir 
Six brawny old Scots, who had long pulled 
together, 
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QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far a8 human eyecould 


see 
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the 


wonders 
that would be. i 


^O said the poet Tennyson, and al. 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell. him in a land without a sun or 
a newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 
. There is something of * Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 
Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Thanks to Scotch whisky, thro’ all the ' And didn't they giv it to Sandy, and say, 


Scotch weather; 

And they didn’t take very long to dispose 

Of the salmon—and peas. Then a ques- 
tion arose 

As to how such a 
befell 

To enable Mactavish to treat them so well, 

m dis the whisky they begged him to 
e 

As to who was the donor, and why he had 
sen 

Such a fine bonny fish, which he doubtless 
had meant 

As a token of gratitude; still, there were 
some 

Who thought it might indicate favors to 
come; 

Rus these, from respect to propriety’s 
awa, 

Didn’t hint that they thought such a thing 
was the cause. 

They had eaten the salmon, jowl, middle, 
and tail, 

With the peas that I’ve mentioned, as 
well as sea kale, 
And whisky the best that was ever dis- 
tilled, " : 
And so with all peace and contentment 
were filled, 

They puffed their tobacco, what more 
could they wish, 

Save that Sandy would say how he came 
by the fish. 

Maetavish, then beaming with innocent 
pride, 1 

Did the tale of his fishing excursion con- 

e, 

And expected his guests would exclaim 

with delight 


piece of good fortune 


`~ 


That the fish was a test which had come in 
his way, : 

Being left by the deil, as he ought to hav 
known, . 

Who wished to secure him for one of his 


own, i . 
And as with such esse he had taken his - 


prey, . ! 
They wondered he’d gone so much out of 


his way; 
x ho needn’t hav left a fine salmon like 
Bt, 
When all that he wished he’d hav had for 
8 sprat. p 
And this was the judgment they passed on 
the case: 
s The fishin’ on Sawbaths was awfully 
880, 
And Sandy had brought on the kirk such 


disgrace, | 
| That ere he could enter its preciucts again, 


He maus make: an apology ample and 

plain; 

And then if they thought he was penitent 
quite, 

They wouldn’t be sure, but receive him 
they might.” 

But Sandy was obstinate, little he cared 

For the wrath of the deacon, the elder 
and laird; 

And as.to the minister, also the session, 

They could all go to—(oh! such a wicked 
expression). 

His dander was up, and he wasn’t polite, 

And he knew that they acted from motivs 
of spite. 

Himself, he considered the salmon was 
sent 

By providence and as a favor was meant; 


That in spite o' the Sawbath he'd done ' And if any more on the Sawbath he found, 


what was right, 

But picture his feelings when never s 
word 

Beyond & deep murmur of censure he 
heard, . 


e wouldn't abide until Monday came 
round, é 
But take them directly, and eat every bit 
By himself, as his neighbors were clearly 

unfit 


While they sat in their places with frowns | To partake of such dainties as salmon and 


as they spoke 
(The, elder and deacon both stopped in 
their smoke); 


peas; 
They didn’t deserve more than dry bread 
and cheese. 


Til an unpleasant silence the minister | And if in the kirk they'd receive him no 


broke: 
** Alexander Mactavish, it’s little we cared, 
M; rel and the deacon, the elder, and 
air i 
To ask any questions before we appeared 


| 


more, 

He’d go all his Sawbaths to fish on the 
shore, 

The session replied, thro’ their head in the 
chair, 


At a house where we thought there was He could do as he liked, and they'd none 


nought to be feared, 

Tho’ some of the folk are weak brothers, 
"tis true, 

We never expected such conduct from 
you. 

But fishing on Sawbath! We ne'er could 
ha’ thought l 

That you by the deil were so easily 
caught.” NES 

He paused; and the others all showed by 
their looks 

That Bendy had got in their very black 

OOKS. z A 

And when he attempted to tell them his 
views, 

They shut up their ears. 
hav been Jews! 

In silence they left, except Minister 


Quirk, 
nie mid that he’d hav to report to the 
ir 


Why, they might 


The breach of decorum and Sandy’s con- 
fession— 

Which he couldn’t deal with, but left to 
the session, 

Which had its next meeting that very same 
week, 

And there with Mactavish again he would 
speak. 

Kirk session was met, and Mactavish was 
there, ; 

With Minister Quirk atthe head in the 
chair, 

And the elder, and deacon, 
and laird, 

Who now for inquiring apparently cared, 

As well as some others, who felt very 
queer, 

Thro’ not being asked to partake of th 
cheer; : 

And if a conclusion was ever foregone, 

To make a man wish he had never been 
born, 

"Twas that which they sat on in judgment 
this morn. 

They sat upon this, and they sat upon that, 

And one of the gentlemen sat on his hat 

And squashed his best beaver remarkably 


and doctor, 


at 
So when to the fishing excursion they 
came 
With just indignation their hearts were 
aflame. 


Beware of Ointments for Catarrh that 
Mercury, 


as mercury will surely destroy the sense of smell 
and completely derange the whole system when 
entering it through the mucous surfaces. Such 
articles should never be used except on prescrip- 
tions from reputable phy-icians, as the damage 
they will do is ten told to the Food you can pos- 
sibly derive from them.  Hall's Catarrh Cure, 
manufactured by F J.-Cheney & Oo., ‘toledo, O., 
coniaius nom -rcury, and is taken internaliy, act- 
ing directly upon the blood and mucous r urfaces 
of the system. In buying Hall’s Catarrh Cure be 
sure you get the genuine. It is taken internally 
and is mad. in Toledo, Ohio, by F. J. Cheney & 
Co. Testimonials free. 


E^ Sold by Druggists, price, 75c., per bottle. 


of 'em care, : 

x after the way that he'd treated them 
a 

Although they regretted his terrible fall, 
They’d hay him to know that they wouldn’t 


relent; 3 
And further, the fish by the deil was sent, 
And Sandy had better hav tested the case, 


By leaving the fish or hav hidden his face, 
And so hav avoided temptations like this, 
and, counting such trials as nothing but 


8B, 
Hav lived, as they certainly thought that 
he ought, ! 
Without eating fish that on Sawbaths was 
caught. ; —Chilian Times. 


S. 


cures Cuts, Burns, 
Catarrh, Sore Throat 
and ALL PAIN. 


A good thing is always imitated; poor 
ones never. There», are many worthless 
imitations of POND'S EXTRACT. If 
you want to be CURED 


BEWARE or SUBSTITUTES 
WHICH DO NOT CURE. 
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of Nature. Cloth, $1. 
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Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $) 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution tc 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus 

trated by H. Faber. Oloth es 
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SOME MORE BIBLICAL ADVICE. 


Trust ye not ina friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy 
bosom — Micah vii, 5. i 


JY ews of the (Use. 


Europe was swept by a severe storm on 
November 12th. 


Tux loss by Colorado’s forest fires is esti- 
mated at $1,000,000. 


Durna 1898 California more than 
doubled her silver output. 


Forest fires in Arkansas hav done great 
damage and the danger is not yet over. 


Tue Democrats of Boston nominated 
General Francis Peabody, Jr., for mayor. 


Henry PRESERVED Samira, lately tried 
for heresy, has come into a fortune of 
$300,000. 


Tt is reported that Montreal is threat- 
ened with an epidemic of small-pox and 
diphtheria. 


Exaur lives were lost at Charlotte Har 
bor, Fla., by the capsizing of a barge 
loaded with phosphate. 


One hundred people were killed by 
earthquake shocks within a radius of forty 
miles of La Paz, Bolivia. - 


Dr. PaAnxHuRnsT says he will not help 
ministers secure places under Mayor 
Strong for their favorits. 


A Sivauz-Tax colony, organized at Des 
Moines and incorporated in Iowa, will be 
settled in Baldwin county, Ala. 


Tus treasury department has issued a 
circular inviting proposals for a new issue 
of $50,000,000 of five per cent bonds. 


Tus New York Rapid Transit Commis- 
sion has resumed its hearings since the 
people gave a favorable vote on the scheme, 


ROBERT CHARLES WINTHROP, of Massa- 
chusetts, died on November 17th. He was 
an orator, statesman, scientist, and writer. 


For nearly a week a severe sandstorm 
swept over Oklahoma and the Cherokee 
Strip, being especially bad in the latter 
territory. 


On November 14th the steamer Adriatic 
took out twenty negroes who are the ad- 
vance detachment of a colony which will 
settle in Liberia. 


Tun W. C. T. U.'s of New York and 
Brooklyn threaten to boycott the dry 
goods stores which hav put in wine and 
spirits departments. 


Bx the will of Robert Stanton Avery, 
formerly chief of the coast survey, the 
Smithsonian Institution will receive a do- 
nation of about $110,000. 


Tar bye-elections in Newfoundland giv 
the Whitewayites a majority in the assem- 
bly. The resignation of the government 
is consequently demanded. 


is 

In Pennsylvania the Republicans re- 
ceived 574,801; the Democrats, 336,404; 
the Prohibitionists, 23,443; the Populists, 
19,464, and the Socialists 1,788. 


Mrs. WoopHuLL Martin has purchased 
a residence on West 72d. street, this city, 


and will hereafter spend half the year here 
and the other half in London. 


Tux women of Colorado cast over 90 
per cent of their registered vote, while the 
men cast less than 80 per cent of theirs. 
The women’s vote amounted to 70,000, 


On November 17th southern Italy, in- 
eluding all Sicily, was shaken by earth- 
quakes. A panic prevailed. Many people 
were killed, The property loss is heavy. 


Ar the general election on November 
6th the Republicans carried Hamilton 
county, Ohio, by 22,000 majority and at a 
epee election a week later they lost it by 
8,800. 


Last week competition between the 
Standard Oil Company and the New 
England Oil Company cut the price for 
high test oil down to one cent per gallon 
in Somerville, Mass. 


Francis MAGNARD, editor-in-chief of 
the Paris Figaro, died in Paris on No- 
vember 18th. He was one of the most 
famous of French journalists, and was 
born in Brussels on Feb. 11, 1887. 


Tam Northwestern Millers’ Association 
has voted to shut down for six weeks dur- 
ing the three months beginning December 
10th. The St. Louis mills hav also closed, 
for an indefinit period. . 


So Far as reported at present, there will 
be twenty-six contest cases in the next 
House of Representativs, in all of which 
but one Republicans and Populists will 
demand the seats of Democrats. 


Ir is reported from Berlin that a split 
between the North sand South German 
Socialists is inevitable as the result of Herr 
Bebel's speech disapproving the action of 
the recent Social Democratic Congress. 


S. D. WonnpzN has been convicted of 
murder in the first degree for wrecking & 
train near Sacramento during the late 
Strike, the wreck resulting in the death of 
four soldiers of the United States army. 


Rev. James MoCosng, ex-president of 
Princeton University, died at his home in 
Princeton on November 16th. He was 
born in Carskeoch, Ayrshire, Scotland, 
April 1, 1811. He was a distinguished 
educator. 


Tue chief of the Chicago police has dis- 
missed thirty policemen for neglect of 
duty and malreating citizens on election 
day. Seventeen others hav been sus- 
pended for conniving at the’ escape of 
murderers. 


On November 12th the American liner 
“St. Louis ” was launched at Philadelphia, 
Mrs. Cleveland breaking the bottle of 
champagne over the bow of the vessel, 
agsinst the emphatic protest of the Pro- 
hibitionists. 

Missount went Republican by 3,094. 
The Democrats lost 41,853 and the Repub- 
lieans gained 1,927. The Populist vote 
was 42,466, the Prohibitionist, 3,098, and 
the Socislistic Labor, 1,572. The Popu- 
lists gained 1,259. 


THE report of the commissioners ap- 
| pointed by President Cleveland to investi- 


gate the Pullman railway strike is de- 
cidedly adverse to the railroad corpora- 
tions, a surprise alike to the strikers an 
the railway managers. - 


Dissensions hav broken out in the ranks 
ofthe striking cloakmakers of this city, 
and about three thousand hav returned to 
work. They are very poor and receive 
such small wages that they cannot main- 
tain a protracted strike. 


By the foundering of the British ship 
Culmore off the coast of Yorkshire during 
the great storm of last week twenty-two 
lives were lost. Thousands of people hav 
been driven from their homes by. the 
overflowing of the Avon. 


On November 15th Prudente de Moraes 
took his seat as president of the republic 
of Brazil, being the third in succession. 
but the first elected by the vote of the 
people. The cabinet seems to be com- 
posed of men friendly to Ex-President 
Peixoto. 


A sSxNDICATE of Chicago firms has 
secured two contracts with Japan, one for 
canned corned beef for the army and the 
other for cast-iron pipe to extend the 
Tokio waterworks. The contracts were 
secured in competition with English, 
French, and Belgian bidders, 


Tax lenses for the Chicago observatory 
were tested at the Cambridge establish- 
ment of Alvan G. Clark a few days ago. 
They are the largest ever made, the diam- 
ter of each nearly equaling that of an 
ordinary buggy wheel and weighing, with 
their mountings, 1,200 pounds, 


Tue Supreme Court of Pennsylvania re- 
affirms the decision of the lower court in 
the Gallitzin case. The decision is that it 
is not sectarian instruction for teachers 
who are nuns to appear in the school 
room in the garb of their order. Justice 
Williams hands down a dissenting opinion. 


A BILL has been introduced in the legis- 
lature of Georgia which makes the sale of 
liquor in that state & felony and creates a 
state dispensary and state liquor inspector, 
the latter being clothed with despotic 

; bower to enter upon property for purposes 
of investigation and to seize contraband 
goods. 


THE Woman's Club of Chicago, after a 
stormy session, declined to admit to mem- 
bership the noted lecturer, Mrs. Fanny 
Williams, who is an, octoroon. Mrs. 
Charles Henrotin is Witterly opposed to 
drawing the color line and itis probable 
that the action of the majority will disrupt 
the association. 


Tue butchery of Armenians by Kurds 
appears to hav been more appalling than 
at first reported; the death list is put by 
some as high as ten thousand. The massa- 
cres were attended by all the peculiar 
atrocities which hav ever characterized 
religious slaughterings. In reading the 
narrativ of the terrible event one is re- 
minded of the awful scenes that attended 
the capture of Jerusalem by the Christians 
during the Crusades. 


Tue Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 
refusing to profit by the long experience 


of the former makers of our postage 
stamps, has turned out s large supply that 
do not meet the requirements of the userg 
of stamps and now postmasters:are:author- 
ized to return them to .the department, 
The ink is ‘‘off color," the stamps curl, 
the mucilage will not stick. -The bureau 
tried to use a cheaper grade of paper and 
of mucilage than experience had demon. 
strated to be necessary. E 


On November 19th Reuben F. Kolb, 
defeated Populist candidate for governor 
of Alabama, issued an address to his party 
and the people of the state genersily in 
which he renews his charge that he was 
defrauded out of the governorship in 1892 
and again in 1894. December ist is in- 
auguration day and Kolb announces that 
he will be in Montgomery on that day and 
take his seat as governor. He calls on the 
people to gather there to support him by 
“all proper and pesceable methods." 
These are the concluding words of his ad- 
dress: ‘*You, fellow citizens, hav twice 
elected me governor of this state, and this 
time, by the grace of God and the help of 
the good people of Alabama, I will be 
governor.” ] 


All are architects of fate X 
Working in these walls of time 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 
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Col. R. G. Ingersoll's 
ARGUMENT 


Reynolds Blasphemy Trial, 
At Morristown, N. J. - ; 


This is the greatestargument ever made ina case 
of this kind, and will be a model for the Bar so 
long as the Christians use force to repress free 
speech. Its legal acumen is Unsurpassed, its elo- 
quence never equaled. Wherever Christian per- 
secution is going on this argument shonld ‘be 
freely circulated, read to the Christians, and ex- 
pounded on every occasion. MU NUT 

In paper, 25 cents: in cloth, 50 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


L. K, Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church, ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church. are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents., . 

The Foolishness of Frayer.. Ke _ of 

S & 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 


crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents, 
The Public Schools and the Catholie 
Church. Price, 5 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The flrder of Creation, 


OON:LICT BETWEEN GENESIS AND Siti, 
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10 cents. 


Answers to Christian Questions 
And Arguments. 


By D. M. BxrszTT. 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A. Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 
By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price,10 Cents. 
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400 Years of Freethought. 


From Columbus to Ingersoll ——«»-—— By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. Price, $5; with ‘Ihe 


"Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


i41 FULL-PAGE HALF.TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

' hat this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four Hunprzep Years or 
FnarETHOUGHT has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promiised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


OPIS 


the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist’s and engraver’s skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunprzp Yzars or F'errTHOUGHT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ. 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 
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* Christian Charity.” 
; Although Jesus, the “master,” told his followers, 
so the story goes, to return good for evil and to 
hand over their ulsters to the takers of their coats, 
there is no Infidel, probably, so vindictivly remorse- 
less in pursuit of offenders as is the average. clergy- 
man. We find a case in point recorded in the St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat. Four boys, the oldest but 
fourteen, were arrested for taking some hymn books 
from Rev. Dr. Mulholland's church. Mrs. Traub, 
the mother of three of the children, found her boys 
playing with the books and took them back to the 
church. In order to apply the: instructions of his 
“ master” i in this case, Dr. Mulholland should hav 
sought out the offenders and given them his pulpit 
Bible, if not the whole Sunday-school library, but 
in lieu of that, warrants for petit larceny were got 
out and the boys were brought into the Court of 
Criminal Correction. Otto Traub was at once re- 
leased on account of his extreme youth—seven 
years—and the fourth boy, named Shicktanz, was 
discharged because there was proof that he had 
nothing to do with the theft. The prosecuting at- 
torney wanted to let the other two boys go with a 
severe reprimand, but Rev. Mr. Mulholland stren- 
uously objected, declaring that he wanted them 
sent to the House of Refuge or Work House. At 
first he swore that the books were valued at eight 
dollars, but on cross-examination he was unable to 
- tell how much they were worth. After the evidence 
was all in it was seen that Mr. Mulholland had 
proved nothing. beyond the fact that the children 
were playing with the books. Again the prosecut- 
.ing. attorney asked that the boys be released, but 
the minister refused, saying that he wanted them 
«put through." This disgusted the attorney, and 
he nolle prossed the suit, amid the protestations of 
Mr. Mulholland. All the boys are sons of his par- 
ishioners. The ambassador of the “meek and 


-— and forgiving Jesus was eager to affix the 
criminal brand to those children, who were in his 
“ spiritual” care, although he had received back the 


| books. 


The Sabbatarians’ Purposes and Plans. 


There is not the least room to doubt the inten- 
tions of the Sabbatarians to make the enforced ob- 
servance of Sunday the test issue between theocrats 
and secularists. We hav no choice in the matter. 
They hav elected to fight the secular principle in 
all its applications, but more than all else that we de- 
mand they hate the Free Sunday, and they believe 
that if they lose in the struggle around that they 
lose in everything. In choosing the issue they 


o | necessarily choose also the battle-ground, which is 


the field of legislation. They stake even Christian- 
ity on the result. They say that if the law-maker 
does not ‘giv the priest one day out of each seven 
for his personal use and emolument the whole 
structure of revealed religion will tumble into ruin. 
By taking this extreme position they invite for the 
church the very fate they foretell. Beaten they 
will be ultimately, though it may take a century to 
drive them over the precipice of popular disfavor, 
but when they are finally routed it is not improba- 
ble that the people will take them at their word 
and throw the remnants of their religious system 
into the pit with them. A hierarchy that predicts 
its own downfall the moment the sustaining hand 
of the state is withdrawn is in a terribly perilous 
position; it surrenders all claims to respect and 
puts its fate into the hands of its enemies. But it 
will do great mischief before the catastrophe comes, 
and it will not be overthrown by our wishes and 
hopes. Optimistic dreams and rosewater batteries 
will not destroy it. No great cause was ever borne 
to victory by those who thought that there was ** no 
danger ” in the machinations of its enemies. 

On October 30th a convention called by the 
Pennsylvania Sabbath Association and other Sun- 
day associations of the state was held at Williams. 
port to celebrate the centenary of the Sunday 
law of 1794. But let it not be aupposed that this 
convention was called for mere idle glorification of 
the work of the legislativ bigots of the past cen- 
tury. It was held by the clerical bigots of this 
century to devise ways and means whereby the 
legislativ time-servers of the present can be hood- 
winked or frightened into making still more invasiv 
and onerous the Sundéy law of 1794. Almost simul- 
taneously with the holding of the convention, the 
city council of Williamsport passed a very stringent 
ordinance, the provisions of which hav already been 
commented upon in these columns. The next work 
of the Sabbath associations of the state will be the 
presentment to the legislature of Pennsylvania of 
petitions asking for the increase of the penalty for 
the violation of the state law from four to twenty-five 
dollars, the latter being now the penalty in Alle. 

gheny county, and against any reduction of that 
penalty in the county named. What the Sabbata- 
rians fear is that Walter A. Lyon, just elected 
lieutenant-governor of the state, will attempt to 
carry out a program to which they assert he is 
pledged. This program is said to include the re- 
peal of the special penalty of twenty-five dollars in 
Allegheny county, the modification of the law of 
1794 so as to giv Sunday newspapers and “ other 
forms of Sabbath desecration” a legal standing, 
and for the transference of all the cases of Sunday- 
law violation that may be left from the criminal to 
the civil courts. It certainly is time that Pennayl- 
vania took a step forward, and it will be a decided 
advance if the reforms named can be brought about 
during the coming year. Now that the intolerable 
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bigot Patterson is out of the way, it may be that, 
if a reform bill gets through the legislature, it will 
not be killed by a veto. Of course Freethinkers will 
be satified with nothing less than the total repeal of 
all Sunday statutes, but nevertheless they will wel- 
come every real step forward as one that takes them 
nearer the goal of true liberty. However, it is best 
in every way that we do our work through our own 
organizations and along the line of our own de- 
mands. At the same time individual Secularists 
can help leaven the less radical reform forces, and 
thus push them further along in the right direction. 

Here is a summary of the resolutions adopted by 
the Wiliamsport convention, and it is an epitome of 
the designs of the Sabbatarians : 


In the preamble we are told that all power is from 
God; that he has delegated the administration of this 
power to Jesus; that this control ‘‘extends to every de- 
partment of human interests”; that the ‘‘ King’s” law 
contemplates every requirement and necessity of our 
nature, here and hereafter; that Christianity has long 
since ** been declared to be the common law of Pennsyl- 
vania (see decision of the Supreme Court in the Girard 
Will ease), and that the Supreme Court of the United 
States has affirmed that this is a Ohristian nation; that 
Jesus declared that he is the Lord of the Sabbath; that 
the Pennsylvania Sunday law of 1704 is based upon the 
divine law, and that it has proven itself” the conservator 
of the vast commeroial, social, and moral interest of the 
common wealth." 

Resolution One pledged the Sabbatarians to ** the most 
determined maintenance of the Sabbath law of 1794”; 
Resolution Two expressed their conviction that the pen- 
alty of four dollars is inadequate and should be increased 
to twenty-five, and in this resolution was included the 
form of a petition to the legislature praying .for the in- 
crease demanded. A committee of three dootors of 
divinity was appointed to draft a circular letter, copies of 
which are to accompany the petition. Another committee 
of the same composition was appointed to receive the 
signed petitions and present them to the legislature, and 
the ‘last named committee was empowered to call a mass 
meeting in Harrisburg during the session of the legisla- 
ture, if deemed necessary. The expense of all this was 
apportioned among the three Sunday associations. 

Resolution Three is a diatribe against the Sunday news- 
paper, which is characterized as ‘‘ one of the most insidi- 
ous and dangerous of all the enemies of the Sabbath ”; 
Resolution Four calls for the impeachment of all officials 
who fail to enforce the existing Sunday laws; Resolution 
Five demands the suppression of the Sunday electric car, 
the grievance against it being its carrying of the people 
away from the church to resorts where they ‘‘spend the 
sacred hours of the Sabbathin mere idle recreation, if noth- 
ing worse." [As the day worshipers profess to be so anx- 
ious to secure ''rest" for the ‘laboring man," why should 
they object to his spending Sunday in ** mere idle recres- 
tion?"] Resolution Six is a pronunciamento against 
Sunday mails; Resolution Seven indorses the efforts of 
law and. order societies to enforce Sunday laws and urges 
their formation in every town and village where they do 
not already exiet; Resolution Eight adjures all Christians 
to be consistent observers of Sunday ; Resolution Nine 
pledges them not to sustain by their votes any candidate 
for civil office who has shown himself unfriendly to the 
existing Sunday law or who will not help raise its penalty; 
Resolution Ten requests citizens living in places where 
the mails are delivered and distributed on Sunday to 
unite in petitioning the postmaster-general to hav such 
work discontinued; Resolution Eleven asserts that the 
“ greatest need of the Sabbath cause at the present time 
is sound and thorough instruction as to the authority and 
permanence of the divine law of the Sabbath, together 
with the blessing of God upon this instruction,” and so 
it is urged that the week between the first amd second 
Sundays of April be observed as a period of special prayer. 


Among the subjects which were discussed by the 
convention were “ The Sabbath for man, Historical 
and Ethical,” “The Sunday Mail,” “The Christian 
Citizen and Enforcement of Law,” “The Secular 
Press and the Sabbath Issue,” “The Sabbath and 
the Laborer,” “The Sabbath and the Home,” «A 
Plague in the Head " (the leprosy of Sabbath dese- 
cration); “The Citizen and the Law,” * The popular 
Fallacies Concerning Sabbath Legislation” (Judge 
Ashman); “Sabbath Legislation and the Common- 
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wealth,” « Moses and Medicin” (the health value of 
a rest day, by the Rev. H. L. Hastings, of Boston, 
the Infidel annihilator); “The Workingman's Right 
to the Sabbath” (by Hon. H. M. Hinckley). E. K. 
Hart sent a paper on the “Sunday Newspaper,” 
which was made much of as the production of a 
*praetical newspaper man." It will receive, later, 
some attention in these columns. 

Of all the essays read and addresses delivered, 
but three were from the pens or lips of laymen; all 
the others were delivered by ministers, and nearly 


all the officers of the convention, as well as the 


committeemen, were likewise of the cloth. This is 
not to be wondered at, for the whole Sunday move- 
ment is one in the interest of the priesthood. It 
is not strange that they look out for what so im- 
mediately concerns themselvs and can do so little 
for anybody else. 


Preposterous Clatms and Fatal Admissions. 

In the Williamsport Sunday law convention, Rev. 
W. A. MeCarrell, responding to the add3ss of wel- 
come, said that the Sunday question was one of the 
most important, if not the most important question 
before the people to-day. His reasoning was quite 
peculiar: 

“ T'he continued prosperity of our state and nation de- 
pends on the morality of the people.” 

We shall agree with this if “morality” is defined 
as equality of opportunities for all the citizens of 
the republic, irrespectiv of belief, and self-impelled 
conformity to the laws of nature. 

“A true morality depends on religion—the Obristian 
religion. There is no morality outside the pale of Chris- 
támpity." 

A true morality does not depend on religion, the 
Christian nor any other. Men hav been moral 
under all religions and under no religion. Morality 
does not depend upon belief, although it is often 
destroyed by belief and sometimes strengthened by 
its sanctions. But belief is not fundamental to 
morality, only incidental The man who asserts 
that there is no morality outside the pale of Ohris- 
tianity is either very bigoted or densely ignorant, 
with the chances largely in favor of the truth of 
both suppositions. Every civilization has had its 
great defects, but none has been wholly bad and 
some of the best hav been untouched by Christian- 
ity, while one of the worst was that which domi- 
nated Europe during the ages when Christianity 
was supreme in all its nations. Thus it is seen 
that the perpetuity of our free institutions does 
not depend on the persistence of Christianity, if 
we are to be permitted to judge the future by the 
past. 

** Christianity cannot be maintained to-day without 
the Sabbath. If there is no Sabbath, the churches will 
soon be emptied, and religious teachers cannot reach the 
people.” 

The italics are the Christian Statesman’s. It 
would seem that Christian ministers are mad to 
take such a stand as this. It givs away the whole 
case for Christianity. It is equivalent to saying 
that there is no vital truth in the religion of Jesus, 
and that the terror of the law is all that can fill the 
churches in this age of science. It involves the as- 
sumption that there is not enough earnestness, not 
enough self-abnegation, not enough learning, not 
enough eloquence, not enough humanity, in all the 
priesthoods of the United States to keep the people 
within the fold of the only church which, as we hav 
just been assured, possessesa vestige of moral power! 
Mr. MoeCarrell distinctly says that the churches 
would be emptied if there were no Sunday laws, 
and that the preachers could no longer reach the 
people. What a confession! Think of asking the 
people to make laws to compel themselvs to attend 
religious services on Sunday, it being admitted that 
they will not hereafter be seen inside the synagogs 
if they do not now provide statutes whereby 
théy may then be clubbed in by policemen or 
deputy sheriffs. While the Sabbatarians are in 
the business why do they not ask for laws compel- 
ling the people to attend “week-day” evening 
prayer meetings and revival services? Or is 
the “drawing power” of the clergy hopelessly 
weak only on Sunday? By the way, how does it 
come that Christianity survived during the first 


centuries of its existence or until Constantine 
issued the pioneer Christian Sunday edict? Was 
it stronyer then than it is now, or hav the discov- 
eries of the scientists, the investigations of the 
scholars, the excavations of the archeologists, and 
the comparisons of the students of the world relig- 
ions so strengthened the cause of its enemies that 
it is obliged to ask for the aid of the civil power? 
Or may we not attribute its present inability to do 
what it once did, when numerically almost infinitly 
less powerful than it is now, to the increasing intel- 
ligence of the masses of the people, who, while not 
possessing very clear notions of the relation of the 
various educational factors we hav named to the 
Christian religion, hav nevertheless felt the influ- 
ence of the scientific spirit and find it easier to 
seek for natural causes of unusual phenomena than 
to accept the supernatural explanations which to 
their ancestors seemed the most rational of all in- 
terpretations? At all events, it has come to this 
that the most aggressiv of the Christian propagand- 
ists are compelled to confess that Christianity is a 
failure unless backed by the bayonets and cannon of 
the state. Weare glad to meet them right here 
and to say to them that they shall not hav the 
bayonets and cannon of the state to further the in- 
terests of their church. If Christianity can main- 
tain herself in the field of fair and open discussion, 
well and good; so long as she can do that she is 
entitled to survive, but not one moment longer. 

Mr. MeOarrell adds that the Sabbath is the 
* key stone" of the ten commandments and that 
* every other commandment is dependent on this." 
It is à wonder that he does not say that we could 
not breathe if it were not for God's law of the Sab- 
bath, or that the animals and birds and fishes and 
insects all hold their tenure on life by virtue of that 
commandment. Perhaps if the Pennsylvania legis- 
lature does not make the penalty twenty-five dollars 
in all parts of the state the moon will jump out of 
its orbit and the sun go into perpetual eclips. It 
just now occurs to us that the good Sunday folks 
are not any more respectful of the property, liberty, 
and lives of their fellow-citizens than are those of 
the people who think that one day is just as good 
as another if the meteorological conditions are 
equally favorable. Just how it is that it is so 
wicked to disobey the command to abstain from 
work and play on Saturday, while all Christians ex- 
cept the Adventists and Seventh-Day Baptists do 
disobey that command, we hav never been able to 
understand. And then when we see how eager they 
are to raise a small hell here and predict a large one 
in a world to come for those who make secular 
use of a day about the alleged holiness of which-the 
Bible is dumb as the traditional oyster, we are again 
amazed. 

One more quotation from the reverend pessimist: 
“Ts it not high time to awake? The con- 
tinental Sunday is almost on us. If the Sabbath 
goes, religion will go; if religion goes, morality 
goes; if morality goes, then, what?” We confess 
to an utter inability to see so far into the future. 
If all these losses are to follow the abrogation of 
Sunday laws, we perceive no possible way out of 
the trouble. If morality depends upon religion, 
and if religion departs from our borders when the 
* continental Sunday" arrives, it appears that all 
the “marvelous mysteries of God” and all the ethical 
truths and beauties which now delight the soul of 
the moralist and render secure the lives of men and 
women are contingent on the vote of some few 
thousand legislators who are more or less—gener- 
ally less—moral and intelligent than the average of 
their unofficial fellow-citizens. 


** Great God! on what a slender thread 
Hang everlasting things!” 


Fruits of a Foolish and Unjust Law. 

Tennessee is now reaping the fruit of her narrow- 
ness and bigotry in her inability to enforce her laws 
against a gang of the most cold-blooded murderers 
that ever brought shame on a state. The Milling- 
ton butchery of six Negro prisoners who were 
accused of arson will be recalled by our readers. 
Several men concerned in the atrocious crime were 
indicted by the grand jury and held for trial. One 
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of the witnesses who testified before the grand jury 
was the son of Sheriff McCarver. The case came on 
for trial last week and this young man was put on 
the witness stand, but being a friend of some of 
the accused persons he determined not to giv any 
incriminating evidence. So he announced that he 
was an Infidel, that he did not believe in God, 
heaven, or hell. The state was thunderstruck. 
Cross-questioned, he said that his reading of Infidel 
literature was confined to a half-page of Ingersoll. 
A doctor, brother-in-law of one of the prisoners, 
swore that when the fellow had been sick and he, 
the doctor, had attended him, he bad said to him 
that man was just like any other animal. His 
father, the sheriff, swore that the young man’s 
mother was a Catholic while he, the father, was a 
Presbyterian. He had never known that his son 
was an Infidel until he heard him say so in 
court. Of course it was all a trick to save the men 
in the prisoners’ box. We hope that such Chris- 
tians as the editor of the Independent and other 
religious papers can see the point to this without 
any assistance. Perhaps even the theocrats who 
want only Christian citizens will for once perceive 
the folly of discriminating against those who do 
not hold to the orthodox creeds. If all persons 
without regard to their religious opinions could 
testify in the courts of Tennessee there would be 
no opportunity for such fine work as this in the 
interest of criminals. If a witness wished to shield 
his associates he would hav to swear falsely under 
the risk of imprisonment for perjury. If the pun- 
ishment of a murderer depended on the testimony 
of an Atheist, and the Atheist was perfectly willing 
to giv that testimony, he could not do it in Tennes- 
see if his Atheism were-known. This shows the 
other side of the miserable oaths law of that state, 
the state which delights in the persecution of Ad- 
ventists and now has probably to permit red-handed 
murderers to go free because in the early years of 
her history she let the priestly spirit creep into her 
statute books and has never since had the courage 
and wit to exorcise it. . Such are the laws we shall 
hav everywhere if we permit the National Reform- 
ers &nd the Women's Christian Temperance Union 
to get into power. We are forewarned. i 

Since the above was written the testimony of the 
young man who pretended to be an Atheist has 
been admitted. After a long discussion between 
the attorney-general and the counsel for the prison- 
ers Judge Cooper said that he had carefully studied 
the matter and prayed overit. “In the light of 
the law, and after his praying, he felt that McCarver 
was not sincere when he said there was no God and 
therefore he would hav to hold that he was a com- 
petent witness.” Having reached the conclusion 
that the young tough was a Christian and a liar, 
his evidence was acceptable under the laws of 
Tennessee, whereas if it had been determined that 
he told the truth when he said that he was an 
Infidel, Tennessee “justice ” would hav had no use ` 
for him! It is to be presumed that this is the de- 
cision of God as well as of Judge Cooper, for we 
find that while the judge examined the law he also 
prayed, and after both exercises he was of the 
opinion that McCarver had lied when he said he did 
not believein God. Probably God gave thejudge the 
benefit of a special revelation. Anyway, he did not 
believe that the fellow told the truth and therefore 
he held him to be competent to testify in a case 
of life and death, while if he had believed that he 
told the truth in the matter before the court he 
therefore would not hav let him testify in the more | 
weighty issue. So long as Tennessee prefers liars 
to truth tellers she will retain her laws which forbid 
Freethinkers to giv evidence in her courts. | 

c ene 

Father Chiniquy, one of the most reverend apos- 
tles of the “non-sectarian ” proscriptivs, has this to 
say, as we learn from the Independent Pulpit: 

‘Though I am in favor of liberty of conscience in itg 
highest sense, I think that the Atheist ought to be 
punished like the murdererand the thief—for hig doctrins 
tend to make a murderer and a thief of every man,” 

Can we expect straight thinking from a man who 
in one breath affirms that he favors liberty of con- 
science “in its highest sense” and in the next 


declares that he does not favor such liberty? If he 
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really stood for freedom of conscience to the fullest | week to get money for my mother. The only time I hav | 
extent he could not demand the punishment of the | to Play is on Sunday.’ ‘You havn't any business to 
Atheist asa criminal We prefer things as they are Li said Mr. Shumway. ‘You are on the road to per- 
rather than as they would be if the Father Chini- on: z 
quys got into power. J ustice Hogan promptly discharged the Sabba- 

; tarian’s victims, remarking as he did so that “the 

In Philadelphia Superintendent of Police Linden lada hav got to play ane ams you know." If 
had two newsdealers arrested for selling sporting ees NA o be bad in the present matana Mr. 
papers. He got two bootblacks to purchase the a Hered would. be compelled to pay the boys at 
papers and then he arrested the dealers. That in- ad 2 golani Sanin RORPensaion fox ME 
euleates moral lessons with a vengeance! An ex- most unjustifiable arrest and detention as alleged 


cellent way to start boys out on a career of crime. seminala Suab Mion phonid pa tanghi ta min d 
Buth law: abs iedf-& cimo takes echiinal their own business. Of course the law under which 
Ssttods to enforce d am persecutions of this kind are often successful is all | 

: wrong, but that is no reason why & man should 


sp > ake a fool of himself at the expense of the inno- 
Mr. J. D. Shaw, editor of the Independent Pul- |™ nn CCP s 
pit, is well pleased with “Four Hundred Years of senis Herhonld pay the pui nok they, 
Freethought.” He has this to say about it in the 
November number of his magazine: 


“This is a great book containing 1,165 pages neatly 
bound, with a well arranged compendium of the history 
of Freethought for the last four hundred years. As was 
promised in the prospectus, it covers nearly every phase 
of progress and development, and presents them in the 
most attractiv and impressiv manner. It is on the whole 
a picture of human development during the period con- 
sidered. The book is in two parts; in the first of these 
we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influence, 
while in the second it is presented as an organized force, 
and contains 141 portraits of the men and women who hay 
participated in the struggles of the past, with elaborate 
' sketches of their lives and the work they hav done. 

“ This is, perhaps, the most important work that has 
issued from the Liberal press in many years, and Mr. 
Putnam deserves the gratitude of Liberals everywhere 
for the labor and pains with which he has placed before 
us so much valuable data for use in the struggles yet to 
come, and we congratulate the Truth Seeker Company on 
the handsome style of the work, which displays commend- 
able skill and energy in the matter of book publishing." 


ries who shall reapectivly select the drinks, food, 
clothing, houses, occupations, and religion of the 
people; others who shall choose for us our wives or 
husbands and dictate the size of our families, and. 
also some one to tell us when to go to bed and 
when to get up, whether to walk to our places of 
business in the morning and home in the evening, 
or take a bicycle, horse car, or elevated train. In 
fact, there should be not less than one thousand of 
these Christian cabinet grandmothers to properly 
look after the material, religious, and moral affairs 
of the imbecil masses. Frances Willard herself 
seems to realize this, for she tells us that “it is idle 
to talk of personal liberty.” As an indication of 
what we are coming to she informs us that “in 
France so strong is the sense of beauty that no one 
is allowed to make an alteration in his house till 
the plan has been passed upon by the authorities 
appointed by the city." It is to be hoped that when 
we get our Secretary of Architecture he will not 
permit the construction of such monstrosities as 
our present government architects advise for the 
nation. 


Referring to different methods of reform work, a 
friend says that he believes in the “ amenities” and 
that he does not think that fairness can at any time 
do harm. We fully concur in the latter part of 
this statement of belief, but as to the amenities it 
will be well to say that they sometimes hav to take 
a secondary place if we would be really fair to our- 
selvs, to truth, and to those with whom we work. 
It is not exactly courteous to knock down a 
rough who assaults one on the street but it is 
sometimes necessary. Where there is only a dif- | 
ference of opinion as to an asserted fact or merely 
a question of preference as to what is best for the 
individual under given circumstances there need be 
no disregard of the amenities of discussion. But 
when antagonizing those who are striving to secure 
the engctment of laws which would deny to the in- 
dividual the right of choice in thought and non- 
invasiv action we find it necessary to call a spade a 
spade at times, and to expose the violence and 
trickery of the enemies of human freedom. It 
then becomes a question of expediency wholly, 
whether we shall handle them with hands kid-gloved 
or steel-gauntleted. They hav taken the sword and 
cannot complain if they meet thesword. When the 
police of a city tyrannize over the poor and helpless 
and blackmail men of business and places of evil 
resort, it is useless to talk about amenities. The 
discourteous epithets of “bully " and “ blackmailer” 
are the missils that hurtle from the hand of every 
friend of justicé and peace. At the same time, of 
course, the real student of sociology will point out 
the causes which tend to produce bullies and black- 
mailers. When ward heelers stuff ballot boxes, and 
Sabbatarians stuff petitions, there is no great danger 
of upsetting the world if we say that these enemies 
of fair play hav done these things, and say so in 
the most clear-cut and vigorous Saxon at our com- 
mand. This isan entirely different matter from 
the abuse of those who do not think as we do or 
who hav the misfortune to belong to an organization 
whose history and leaders are such as to make us 
the foes of the organization. 


Many Liberals wonder why Freethought books 
and papers are not as cheap as some orthodox and 
secular books and journals. Then we are often 
told that the Puritanie spirit is about dead and that 
it does not greatly influence business and pro- 
fessional men to our disadvantage. Perhaps the 
relation of the Puritanic spirit to the relativly high 
price of radical literature will be seen by the perusal 
of what follows. A London correspondent of 
Printers’ Ink, referring to the fact that the 
Youth's Companion had refused an advertisment of 
playing cards, remarks: 

‘There are abundant facts to show you that hardly 
anything makes for large circulation like strict, even ex- 
cessiv and old-fashioned ‘respectability’ — Puritanism. 
Not that playing cards are otherwise than respectable, 
but the prejudice against them is one of the things that 
it pays a publisher to giv way to.” 

From this the correspondent proeeeds to show 
what the popular taste in literature is and this 
showing is a very good explanation of the phenom- 
enal success of matter which the intelligent Fxee- 
thinker will not touch. Mr. Russell (the corre- 
spondent) says that when a curious person took a 
literary census in America, it was found that “it was 
not Shakespere, or Scott, or Thackeray, or Fielding 
—it was not even Dickens—that was voted the 
most popular author.” The most popular books 
were the “blameless” fictions of Rev. E. P. Roe! 
The same state of affairs prevailsin England to-day, 
where a series of *semi-religious novelets” hav 
attained in a short time an enormous cixreulation. 
“They are ‘pure,’ Puritanical, and not too clever.” 
That is the explanation: To suit the religiously 
educated masses the book or periodical must not 
deal in a scientific manner with the facts of exist- 
ence, else it will not be * puss "—and it must not be 
“too clever.” Mr. Russell also says that the re- 
| ligious papers of London that hav the big cireula- 
tions are not the well-edited Ciristian World or 
British Weekly, but the sloppy Christian Com- 
| monwealth, quoted in every daily paper in the 
country, and the Christian Herald, which prints 
Talmage’s sermons and has a lot of “second-advent 
and faith-healing matter, with illustrations and 
little religious anecdotes—that is the paper that 
sells; and it sells by the hundred thousand.” This 
enables us to see that the Christian religion yet 
molds the thought of the masses and that the 
Liberal publisher, who has perhaps a thousand sub- 
scribers where the religious publisher has fifiy 
thousand, cannot compete with the latter in priges, 
for the larger the circulation the relativly smaller is 
the cost of putting the publication on the market 
and the more the advertising patronage that eaa be 
secured, and: this is what pays in the newapaper 
business. And if the publisher of popular literature 
will not advertise playing cards because to do so 
would injure his business, we cannot expect him to 
make favorable mention of Liberal books or giw 


Liberal ideas a hearing in his columns. 
i —— ———— 


In Switzerland the Seventh Day Adventists are 
having & hard time with the government, which is 
determined that they shall observe the Christian 
Sunday. Switzerland is supposed to be an asylum 
for the oppressed, but it seems that it all depends 
upon whether they are willing to forswear their own 
conscientious convictions regarding certain religious 
dogmas if they are to be protected from legal rob- 
bery and alienation of liberty. The Sunday ques- 
tion is coming to the front both in Europe and the 
United States and will never be settled until the 
law admits that an act legitimate on one day of the 
week is not a crime on any other day. But we shall 
pass through many a storm of conflict and sustain 
many a temporary defeat before that glad day 
dawns on an emancipated world. While the earth 
is governed by the dead we shall be the slaves of 
the priests who presume to interpret the will of the 
dead. Sacred books and gods and devils are the 
actual rulers of the world. Discredit the bo-ks 
and drive the phantoms out of the human brain. 
It is the “ one thing needful.” 


i 


In her annual address to the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, Frances Willard said that she 
wanted & new cabinet officer whose business it should 
be to supervise the amusements of the people. This 
is censorship with a vengeance! But Miss Willard 
is too modest by far. While she is in the humor 
for this kind of work, why did she not indicate her 
choice of first Pooh Bah of Athletics, Art, and the 
Drama? Anthony Comstock would about fit into 
that niche; or how would Mayor Hopkins of Chi- 
cago do? The latter stole into private premises at 
night, because he did not dare to trample on the 
law in the light of day, and tore down fences and 
bill-boards in the interest of the counterfeit moral- 
ity to conserve which Miss Willard longs for her 
cabinet censor. There are several other promising 
candidates for this position whose names will read- 
ily suggest themselvs to the minds of thoughtful 
citizens and to Miss Willard. The cabinet could 
be indefinitly enlarged in the directioa indicated by 
the president of the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union. Looking at the matter from the point of 
view of the lady who has made this startling sug- 
gestion, there does not appear to be anything 
except the Constitution—and that is only a trifling 
obstacle—in the way of the appointment of secreta- 


. There is a pious person in this city who would 
make glad the heart of Dr. McAllister or W. F. 
Crafts. He is a dealor in toys and notions and livs 
at 263 West Fortieth street. He holds that it is 
deserving of hell here and hereafter to play marbles 
or any other sinful games on Sunday. Children 
should be in Sunday school on the priest’s day, he 
wisely observes. He tries to make his acts harmo- 
nize with hisopinions. To this end he had five boys 
arrested on November 18th for playing marbles in 
West Fortieth street. The eldest of the boys was 
fifteen and the youngest ten. They were well- 
behaved and were disturbing no one—except the 
person mentioned, whose name is Franklin Schum. 
way, and who has the Puritan's instinctiv hatred of 
happiness found in non-orthodox ways. The cul- 
prits were taken to the station house, and then to 
the rooms of the Gerry society for the night. 
Monday morning they were arraigned before Jus- 
tice Hogan. The Times’ reporter says that they 
* presented a fine appearance,” which we will war- 
rant was more than Mr. Schumway did. This dia- 
log took place between Schumway and the eldest 
of the boys: 
“Why did you hav us arrested?’ asked young Fern. 
*'Beeause you were on the road to Sing Sing,’ said Mr. 
Schumway. ‘But,’ ssid Fern, ‘I hay to work all the 
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Teaching the Clerk of a Court a Little Law. 


It requires a good deal to convince the Roman 
Catholics whom Tammany Hall has placed in official 
positions in this city that people who do not believe 
in their religion hav the same right to exist that 
The clerks of courts particu- 
larly‘seem to need instruction in their duties, in 
the law, and as to the fact that the Bible is not in 
all cases an indispensable part of the equipment of 
a court room. The missionary of civilization and 
upholder of the rights of man finds virgin soil in 


they themselvs do. 


most of our municipal, county, and state offices. 


The Editor of Taz Teura Szzxer has for years 
been one of these missionaries, sometimes winning 
by persuasion, and sometimes by resort to force. 
In 1888 he had a difference with an election board, 
and won & decision from the court that has been 
used as a precedent by other Freethinkers ever 
It was as to the way to take an oath, or 
affirmation, and the election inspectors received a 
lesson that astonished them. A few of the clerks 
in our courts need the same lesson—and one of 
them has got it, as will be seen by the following 


since. 


affidavit: 


“ Superior Court of the City of New York in the Matter 
of the Application of Eugene M. Macdonal, for re- 


lief from duty as a Petit Juror. 
** City and County of New York ss: 


“Eugene M. Macdonald, having duly affirmed, saysthat 


on the 19th day of October, 1894, he appeared in Part IT. 
of the Superior Court of the City of New York in re- 
sponse to 8 notice to serve as a Petit Juror therein. 

**'That deponent, believing himself entitled to exemp- 
tion from such duty, offered to affirm according to 
Law as to such exemption, but that the Olerk of the said 
Court declined to permit deponent to affirm as provided 
by section 847 of the Code of Civil Procedure which pro- 
vides as follows: 

**À solemn declaration or affirmation, in the following 
form, must be administered to a person who declares that 
he has conscientious scruples against taking an oath, or 
swearing in any form: ‘ You do solemnly, sincerely, and 
truly declare and affirm.’ l 

“That deponent does not require or exact that any 
peculiar mode of swearing, or that any ceremonial what- 
soever be employed, but that he be permitted to affirm as 
aforesaid. 

“That deponent is informed and verily believes that 
under the Statute above quoted, and under the decisions 
of the Courts of this State, it is the privilege of every 
person therein, who has scruples against swearing upon 
the gospels, to affirm as aforesaid without regard to the 
position of the body, or any part thereof, or to dress, or 
any other formality not expressly provided for by said 
Statute. 

‘*Deponent begs leave to refer to the opinion of Mr. 
Justice Barrett rendered on the 1st of November, 1888, 
in a proceeding entitled People of the State of New York 
ex rel. Macdonald vs. Nuss. The inspectors of election 
had refused to register deponent because, in administer- 
ing the affirmation, deponent refused to raise his hand or 
to be interrogated as to his religious beliefs. Mr. Justice 
Barrett in his opinion says: 

** * The inspectors had no right to require the Relator 
to affirm with the uplifted hand. Nor was it within their 
province to exact a religious test. Indeed, their interro- 
gation upon the subject of the Relator’s belief in the ex- 
istence of a Deity was an impertinence to which no citizen, 
in the absence of any suspicion of his truthfulness, 
should be subjected. The Mandamus must be granted.’ 

‘*Deponent also begs leave to refer to the similar case 
of Mr. John Frankenheimer against William Bainton 
and others, reported in the New York Lew Journal of Oc- 
tober 23, 1891, wherein Mr. Justice Barrett declared that 
Mr. Frankenheimer had a perfect right to affirm in the 
manner he desired, and censured the Respondents for 
requiring him to affirm with uplifted hand and uncovered 
head. 

** Deponent begs leave to refer to the case of Fryatt vs. 
Lindo 8 Edwards Chancery Reports 239 as illustrativ of 
the absurd lengths to which a departure from Deponent’s 
position may lead. Eugene M. Macponatp, 

‘Affirmed before me this 20th day of November, 1894. 

** ELMER Q. Sammis, 
** Notary Public, Kings County, Cert. Filed in New York 
County." 

The way that happened to be offered to the court 
was this: The Editor of Taz Trurs SerrKER has a 
valid excuse for not serving as a juror, and being 
ealled for such duty last Monday endeavored to ex- 
plain to the clerk of the court his reasons for asking 
for exemption from such duty. The clerk is un- 
doubtedly a Roman Catholic, with no particular 
fitness for his position—except that he fits the ideas 
of the political friend who placed him in a position 
he evidently could never hav won on a civil service 
examination—and when the Editor offered to state 


his reasons for not wishing to serve he held out a 


Douay version of the Bible and told him to swear 
to his statement. Naturally the Editor objected, 
and requested an affirmation. The Irish gentleman 
then ordered him to elevate his hand. The Editor 
said, No. Holding up the hand is no part of an 
oath, and not necessary in taking an affirmation. 
The clerk thought he knew better, and refused to 
administer the affirmation, ordering the affiant to 
sit down, which the affiant did. 

When the court itself arrived, he was appealed 
to, and to him was explained the ignorance of the 
clerk. The court said the point was a novel one 
—which it wasn’t—and ordered the affiant to sit 
down again, which the relator did of course, being 
a law-abiding and law-upholding and law-enforcing 
citizen. After sitting as long as he considered it 
necessary the affiant again appealed to be allowed 
to take the affirmation and go about his business. 
The court said that he would allow the affiant to 
take the oath without uplifting his hand, and the 
clerk read an oath concluding with, “ So help you 
God.” “That,” said the court, “ will go on record.” 
« Will it also go on record,” asked the affiant, * that 
I protest against it?”  « No," said the court. 
“Then,” retorted the affiant, “It is not my oath.” 
«“ Take your seat,” said the court, which the affiant 
did. 

In a few minutes the clerk called a panel of ju- 
rors, and among the names read was that of the 
affiant. When the lawyers in the case began the 
formalities necessary, and got as far as asking the 
affiant if he knew any reason why he could not 
try the case the affiant said he did, and added that 
he had been trying to tell the court so all the morn- 
ing. By consent the lawyers excused the affiant, 
and the court ordered him to bring in a written 
statement as to how he desired to take an oath. 
Hence that affidavit. — 

When the affidavit was presented the next morning 
the court read the words of the statute from it and 
permitted the relator to go—which he did at once, 
to the commissioner of jurors and asked to hav his 
name taken from the list of possible jurors. The 
clerk there had more sense, and when the situation 
was explained to him took the affirmation without 
either an “uncovered head” or an uplifted hand. 
He seemed to hav heard of men who would neither 
kiss a dirty book, nor extend their hand to an im- 
aginary being in the sky who is supposed by the in- 
ventor of that form of oath to strike the false 
swearer dead. And it isfor the benefit of the clerk 
in the court, who did not see the affidavit, that we 
print it here, and shall send him and his fellows 
copies for their instruction in their duties. They 
ought to know how to do so simple a part of their 
duties as to administer an affirmation, and that they 
do not is one of the best reasons why the Free- 
thinker should kindly but firmly teach them their 
business. The law is perfeetly plain in the matter, 
no court in this state can get around it, and every 
public official who refuses to take such affirmation 
can be mandamused and forced to take it. No 
official has the right to make it a religious question 
at all—nor to ask & man what his religion is or 
whether he has one or a dozen different sorts. 
That is simply none of their business. The law 
says they must administer the affirmation when re- 
quested—and a man cannot be required to hold up 
his hand nor to uncover in the presence of supposed 
deity. In courtof course his hat is naturally off in 
deference to the visible presence of the represen- 
tativ of law in the person of the judge. 

The Editor of Taz Trura Szrxer feels that he 
has done the clerk a kindness and benefit in tefich- 
ing him so much of law, and he also asks the aid of 
other Freethinkers to extend this information all 
over the state, and teach the Christians to practi- 
cally separate church and state in this matter. The 
law on the subject is all right and plain—it only 
needs frequent enforcement to make that fact 
known. 


Tae Taura Srexer Annvat for 1895 will hav con- 
tributions from Colonel Ingersoll, Matilda. Joslyn 
Gage, Helen H. Gardener, Samuel P. Putnar, 
James B. Alexander, Susan H. Wixon, Katie Kehm 
Smith, Henry Rowley, W. F. Hamilton. George E. 
Maedonald, John Peck, and probably others. 
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A Missionary Scheme. 

Tux Tavvu Sxzkrs has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Church Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Truru Seekers hav been scattered broadcast over . 
the land. 

With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer’s work is done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious. mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 

Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “Age of Reason.” It is 
a book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written ` 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris. 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 
arguments in the mouths of the people; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “answered ” and never can be. 

What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to. 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That book 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
Terura Szexer, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 
DOLLAR, and we will mail each of them a cop 
of Paine’s * AGE OF REASON.” i 

If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. i 

In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the seléction of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read. 

Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifterentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 
tion. , 


At the Belleville Sunday-school convention, a 
Miss Vella, of Massachusetts, remarked that teach- 
ers should pray for every pupil by name, for “ when 
the children knew this was done, it had a great in- 
fluence upon them.” No doubt; the praying bad 
the influence, not the supposed answer to the 
prayers. The children would be put toa certain 
extent on their good behavior, and they would be 
impelled to try to justify their teachers’ interest in 
them. Gradually the theologically inclined are 
coming to recognize the fact that the efficacy of 
prayer, in so far as it has any, is not due to God's 
interference in the affairs of nature or the concerns 
of man. 


When purchasing your money order for your 
Taura Srexzr subscription think to add twenty-five 
cents for the ÀxsuaL for 1895. 
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Four New Books by Colonel Ingersoll. 
Golonel Ingersoll has a new lecture, which he will 
deliver this fall and winter. It is entitled “The 
Holy Bible,” and is now ready in pamphlet form. 
A million copies should be sold, and we are ready 
to dispose of out shate of them at the regular and 
low price of twenty-five cents each. It will make'a 
superb missionary document. |  — 

His lectures on Shakspere and Lincoln are also 
in press, and will be ready soon. . The price of each 
will be twenty-five cents. They will be printed in 
handsome shape, in paper covers. Every one 
will want copies of these splendid addresses, and 
orders may be sent to us at once, and will be filled 
as soon as We get the books from the publisher. ` 

Another pamphlet which everybody will want is 
this: “Is Suicide a Sin?" The work contains Col- 
onel Ingersoll’s two letters to the New York World, 
together with the replies of famous clergymen and 
others, a verdict from a jury of eminent men of 
New York, curious facts about suicides, celebrated 
essays and opinions of noted men, and an original 
chapter on the “Great Suicides of History.” Price, 
in heavy paper, with late portrait of Robert G. Inger- 
soll, twenty-five cents. ' 


In his introduction to the papal encyclical calling 
0n the «nations and peoples-of the universe" to re- 
turn to the fold of.the Catholic church, Cardinal Gib- 
bons points out that “the fathers and doctors hav 
invariably taught that ‘where Peter is, there is the 
church,’ and that on account of its superior power 
and primacy every particular church must adhere 
‘and be united to the church of Rome where blessed 
Peter erected his. see forever.” Commenting upon 
this the American Sentinel says: 

“It is only when we realize that Peter is dead that 
the stupendous folly of the whole thing dawns upon the 


mind. The papal system is. built upon men, and upon 
dead men at that.” 


Can the American Sentinel at this moment call 
to mind any religious system that is not built upon 
men and dead men at that? It seems to be able to 
realize that Peter is dead, but we are under the 
hecessity of assuring it that Adam and Noah and 
Paul and Jesus are fully as dead as is Peter. The 
dogma of the infallibility of Peter and his success- 
ors is no more absurd than the dogma of the in- 
fallibility of the Bible. ` 


It is a great pity that any man will indulge in 
cant in order to catch the ears of the unthinking, 
and this is especially true. of men who, outside of 
politics and other business, are Freethinkers. The 
Kansas City Zimes reports that Judge J. B. John- 
son was making a speech in Kansas and took occa- 
sion to say that every Anarchist was a Populist. A 
foreigner in the audience asked for a definition of 
an Anarchist. Judge Johnson replied : 

“He came from the same country that you did. He 

-knows no law, no country, no God, no flag, no wife, no 
children, and when America asserts itself I hope it will 
hang every one of them higher than Haman.” 

We are not concerned here with the fact that 
Judge Johnson fails to distinguish between the 
Philosophical Anarchist and the revolutionary An- 
archist-Communist, nor with the further fact that 
neither of these are Populists, but we are concerned 
when a Freethinker tries to make a man’s non- 
belief in God a reproach to him and counts his 
Atheism among the offenses for which he ought to 
be “hung higher than Haman.” If Judge Johnson 
has been reported correctly he should be heartily 
ashamed of himself. 


The Independent seems to hav a “Higher 
Critic” on its staff of book reviewers. In its issue 
of October 25th there is a notice of a new work on 
“The Origin of the Pentateuch in the Light of the 
Ancient Monuments,” and the author of the book 
is treated in a very unsympathetic manner by the re- 
viewer, who says that he does not know how to use 
the vast amount of critical material that lies ready 
to hia hand, nor does he properly utilize the **frag- 
ments he has accumulated.” We are told that 
«the results of scholarship go for nothing with 
such a writer as this. If we read him correctly he 
will not even admit the presence of Elohistie or 
Jehovistic documents in the composition of Genesis,” 


which is equivalent to saying that he will not admit 
writer of the book in question is unable to free him- 


race,” was the first man, and that his acts “were 


one of the leading Christian papers of the world 
openly declares that a Christian writer is a victim 
of “theological constriction” because he holds that 
Adam was the parent of the human family and that 
in his sin “we all jined in”?- Surely the light is 
breaking! 


gersoll’s last lecture in that city, “ The Holy Bible." 
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ing that the man who looks to the church for pro- 
tection is in the same position that the rancher would 
be who should depend upon the Cook gang in the 
Indian Territory to protect his stock farm? But 
what does Mr. Brann mean when he says this: 

“There are some would-be statesmen who tell hun- 
dreds of thousands of patriotic American citizens, as our 
Catholics are, that our church can hay no state funds to 
help it educate the youth in the Jove of God and the 
rights of citizenship; but they willingly giv them to jail- 
birds and ruffians, who area menace to the land.” 

* For the love of God,” who are these “ jail-birds 
and ruffians” to whom the state givs the school 
money that is or should be withheld from the 
church? Does Mr. Brann intend to be understood 
as claiming that if the school money is not given to 
the church for such educational use as is specified, 
those who grow up without the said education that 
the church is so anxious to giv will be “jail-birds 
and ruffians”? If this is his meaning it is rather 
strange that the jail-birds and ruffians of the pres- 
ent time are largely recruited from the ranks of 
those who hav had the advantage of the much- 
lauded education “in the love of God and the rights 
of citizenship " which the church imparts. 

Se Fe ee 


that Moses did not write the Genesaical narrativ. 
But this is not all; the reviewer charges that the 


self from “theological constriction” because he 
says that Adam was “the representativ head of the 


binding on his progeny.” Has it come to this that 


Our esteemed progressiy contemporary, Unity, 
of Chicago, is not wholly pleased with Colonel In- 


The gist of its criticism is that Mr. Ingersoll “goes 
on in the old way assuming the Mosaic authorship 
of the Pentateuch,” and ignoring the results of the 
Higher Criticism and the Higher Criticism itself. 
And why should he not? So far as the claims for 
the so-called “Holy” Bible are concerned, the task 
of the Freethinker is to meet the official affirmations 
of the church and to show them to be unfounded, 
if he can. When any church repudiates the alleged 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, accepting and 
affirming the results of the Higher Criticism, the 
Freethinker will be bound to meet that church on 
its new ground. The Christian church formally 
affirms a revelation, and that revelation is not that 
which the Higher Criticism leaves to us, but it is 
the one which the great body of the Christian 
church accepts. It will be time enough for Free- 
thought advocates to assume that the theory of the 
Mosaic authorship of the first five books of the 
Bible is obsolete when some authoritativ evidence 
is forthcoming that that theory has been abandoned 
by the church itself. But there is no such authori- 
tativ evidence; so far as we are aware, the Higher 
Criticism has not had the effect of changing one let- 
ter in the creed of any one of the orthodox churches. 
As far as the organization represented by Unity is 
concerned, it is Infidel under another name, and is 
not entitled to speak for Christianity. It merely 


stands for one form of Theism. 
————— i ——————— 


Dr. Rossiter W. Raymond is opposed to giving 
money to the American Board of Foreign Missions 
for the spreading of-the gospel of hell fire. He 
Says: i 


The position taken by the writer of “Bible Tem- 
perance” concerning the “wine” and “strong 
drink,” so frequently mentioned in the Bible, is 
ably sustained by T. W. Chambers, D.D., in a con- 
tribution to a symposium on the drink question 
which appeared in the: Independent a few weeks 
ago. Referring to the “two-wine” theory put 
forward by the “ Christian . Temperance” people, 
who maintain that the Hebrew scriptures inculcate 
the duty of total abstinence and the rightfulness 
of prohibition, Dr. Chambers observes that it is 
difficult to combat it because the effort to do so in- 
volves the necessity of kicking at nothing. He 
SRYS : 

‘*The view is not held by any respectable scholar now 
living in any part of the world. It is not maintained in 
any influential commentary on the inspired word. It is 
not supported by any Hebrew or Greek lexicon, whether 
issued in Europe or America.” 

He adds that all scholarship is on one side and 
some “mistaken advocates of temperance on the 
other.” His contention is that in Eastern lands in 
Bible times, as now, there was no such thing as un- 
fermented grape juice called wine, and he cites 
many texts of scripture in support of this position. 
The fact that the Koran forbids the use of wine is 
here mentioned, and the doctor remarks that it 
would hav been very easy for Jesus and his apostles 
to hav inserted “the same prohibition in the New 
Testament had they been so disposed.” But as 
they did not do it the latter day Christian invented 
the “two-wine” theory to make it appear that the 
“Son of God” was familiar with and favorable to 
the modern temperance and prohibition attitude 
toward liquor drinking. 


“Iam sick and tired of going to the American board 
in sufferance to aid in supporting missionaries who believe 
out-and-out in the damnation of all the heathen and that 
damnable heresy that God doesn’t love the heathen. I 
am tired of the whole miserable humbug, and I won’t giv 
a cent to spread the news of damnation, I won’t let the 
damnable doctrin be disseminated by my money. That 
God is love is good news, but it is made stale old staff by 
these men who drag a juggernaut car over the heathen 
and want us to feed the beasts that haul it. Itismy 
Christian duty not to giv to any concern that will teach 
the heathen that their fathers went to hell,” 

That has a vigorous sound, and it would delight 
the heart of a Universalist or a Unitarian, but a 
logical Presbyterian or Freethinker will at once 
perceive the fallacy that puts a false note into the 
ringing sentences. If God is too good to burn us 
in another world, why was he not too good to make 
this life a hell for a majority of the human family 
and of the animal races? If he will not cause pur- 
poseless suffering in the world that is said to await 
us beyond the rim of this planet, why does he cause 
purposeless suffering in this world? If God is in- 
finit in knowledge and power, did he not predestin 
every pang of pain that has ever torn the nerves of 
sentient creatures on this earth of ours? Calvin- 
ism is a horrible doctrin, but it is horrible because 
the facts of the universe which (it is said) God 
made are horrible. 


Burial of Thomas Paine, 


A brief biography of Thomas Paine was written 
by Madam Bonneville, to whom and her two sons, 
Benjamin and Thomas, he bequeathed the bulk of 
his estate, valued at $30,000. Mme. Bonneville 
attended Paine in his last illness. She says he 
spent the last night in tranquility and expired at 
her house in the morning about eight o’clock. She 
then adds: " 

** On the 9th of June my son and I anda few of Thomas 
Paine's friends get off with the corpse to New Rochelle, 
twenty-two miles from New York. This interment was a 
gcene to affect and to wound any sensible heart, Con- 
templating who it was, what man it was that we were 
committing to an obscure grave on an open and disre- 
garded bit of land, I could not help feeling most acutely. 
Before the earth was thrown down upon the coffin, I, 
placing myself at the east end of the grave, said to my 
son Benjamin, ‘Stand you there at the other end as a 
witness for grateful America. Looking behind me and 
bsholding the small group of spectators, I exclaimed as 
the earth was tumbled into the grave, ‘O Mr. Paine! 
my son stands here as testimony of the gratitude of 
America, and I for France.’ This was the funeral cere- 
mony of the great politician and philosopher.” 


In 1833 Mme. Bonneville emigrated to St. Louis, 
where she died in 1846, a devout Catholic. Her 
son Benjamin entered the military academy in 1811, 
served through the Mexican war, and was brevetted 
for gallant service. He also made important ex- 
plorations on our western frontier. At the break- 
ing out of the rebellion in 1861 he was too old for : 
activ service, but he lived till 1878 and died a 
colonel of the United StatesArmy. W. H. Buzz. 


At the laying of the corner-stone of the new 
Roman Catholic church of St. Joseph in this city, 
Rev. Henry A. Brann of St. Agnes’ church said: 

** Thou shalt not steal’ is one of the fundamental laws 
of the church, and society, therefore, must look to the 
church for protection.” 

If this is 80, why does not the church pay her 
taxes? As she does not, are we not justified in say- 
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Observations. 


The court clerks in New York are not the only 
officials of that class in the country who never heard 
of a plain and undecorated affirmation. In a mur- 
der trial out West a few years ago a TnurH SEEKER 
subscriber named Richard Roesiger, who was called 
as & witness, indicated his desire to affirm. The 
clerk had never learned the form, and in his confu- 
sion at such an extraordinary request, invoked the 
help of God to aid Mr. Roesiger to tell the truth. 
The witness rejected the proffered assistance and 
remained standing until the court took cognizance 
of the situation, and administered a secular obliga- 
tion. The lawyers, by the way, found Roesiger a 
peculiar witness. He had no prejudices, though he 
might hav an opinion. Previous to being subpe- 
naed he was interviewed by both prosecution and 
defense, and both hesitated to call him. Being 
asked whether he would testify for the state or for 
the other side, he replied that the jury would hav 
to settle that question after his testimony was in. 
His purpose was to testify for the truth. The de- 
fendants’ counsel accepted him for his moral sup- 
port, and showed some shrewdness in preventing 
him from telling all he knew, while the prosecution 
was short-sighted enough not to know the state had 
in him a good witness. Roesiger, who is a German 
and a rancher, shook his head in deprecation of a 
kind of legal procedure which in effect forbids that 
all of a witness’s knowledge of material facts shall 
go before the jury. Having been allowed to tell 
only what favored the accused, while his informa- 
tion that might help toward a conviction was re- 
pressed, Dick returned to his ranch quite dissatis- 
fied with the proceedings, and doubtful of the 
court’s ability to get at the root of the matter. 


The Theosophist, & magazine published at Ma- 
dras, India, by the wily Col. H. S. Olcott, felicitates 
itself upon its sixteenth year and upon the advance 
which Theosophy has made since he took hold of 
that cult. But what are sixteen years? In about 
a month we shall celebrate the close of the eighteen 
hundred and ninety-fourth year of the era of Christ, 
so that judging a spook bya myth, and a fallacy by 
a delusion, Theosophy has at least one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-eight years to run. By 
that time the questions of fact and authenticity, 
which now rise up to harass Colonel Olcott, will 
hav ceased to trouble true believers. 


Now we hav all got it right in the neck. Mr. 
Herman Wettstein, of Byron, Ill, continuing his 
argument against God with a big G, says that any 
one * who capitalizes *god,' or uses the word with- 
out placing an ‘a’ or ‘the’ or ‘any’ or some other 
suitable letter or word as occasion may require be- 
fore it, in order to reduce it toan object of the imag- 
ination, practically admits its existence as & reality 
and just to that extent is he derelict to his convic- 
tions,” and, Geewhillikens! “a traitor to Free- 
thought.” If Mr. Wettstein had said that the im- 
proper use of large initials was a capital offense 
he might hav been understood as attempting 
& joke to soften the asperities of things, but it 
transpires that he could make that remark in sober 
earnest; for a traitor to Freethought could cer- 
tainly betray 80 commonplace a thing as his coun- 
try without blinking. And now how long will it be 
before somebody is called down for pronouncing 
the word in an upper-case tone of voice? 

God, it is generally understood, is the ghost of 
that disreputable character known to Old Testa- 
ment readers as Jehovah. He is a myth beyond the 
shadow of doubt in my mind, and dwells only in 
imagination. But, grammatically, anything wkich 
exists in the imagination is a reality in its class. 
To those who never heard of Mr. Wettstein, that 
gentleman does not exist; to those who hav heard 
of him he does exist, in their minds. So far those 
who argue for the existence of Mr. Wettstein hav 
no advantage, except in the plausibility of their 
contention, over those who maintain the existence 
of the Jehovistic ghost. Investigation would 
change the situation, and demonstrate that Mr. 
Wettstein is an actual citizen, or that he is not. 
Those who failed to find him would set him down 
a myth; those who discovered him, or thought they 
did, or got on what they took to be his trail, and 
found “sign,” as the bear-hunters say, would ac- 
cept him. Then if a discussion arose between the 
believers and the unbelievers in the or a wettstein, 
the former, being the more numerous, would make 
it tropical for the latter, who, to express their con- 
tempt, would write the myth herman wettstein (for 
in the last analysis, what does herman mean more 
than the common noun gentleman, or wettstein 
than whetstone?) Would either side score? I think 
not. ‘This rigmarole is to get where I can ask my 
friend at what point it would be proper to begin the 


use of small letters, and how soon “traitors” could 
be appropriately fired at those who, while accepting 
the myth hypothesis, yet failed to follow at once, 
and in & servile manner, the innovation on the 
established rules of grammar arising out of the de- 
bate. 

Having reduced God to its lowest terms, we are 
bound by consistency to perform the same service 
for the alleged son. The word Christ signifies the 
“anointed ;? it is synonymus with messiah and also 
with “savior.” Itis no more & proper noun than 
«god." Hence Jesus christ. Mr. Wettstein’s po- 
sition will hav to be abandoned. It is too crowded 
with ghosts who, in printers’ phrase, cannot be 
“kept down.” 


The Prohibitionists and other political theolo- 
gians will need a revival before next spring if they 
intend to maintain their rank as soldiers of the 
kingdom on earth, for the Pops are crowding them. 
In the town of England, near Little Rock, Ark., the 
Populists put up one of their party for preacher to 
a Baptist society, and being defeated by the pluto- 
crats, they bolted and organized the First Populist 
Baptist Church. At a meeting of the same politi- 
cal persuasion in Denver, the audience, led by an 
office-holder under Governor Waite, sang the Dox- 
ology * with all the fervor of & camp-meeting.” And 
now, quite expectedly, comes the Vineland Jnde- 
pendent pointing out that the People’s party was 
foreseen by the prophet Daniel; that the govern- 
ment it is to establish will be one in which “the 
people of the saints of the Most High should take 
the kingdom and possess it forever and ever.” And 
there will be no change to secular forms of govern- 
ment, for the administration of the saints is to be 
permanent. During the late campaign this party 
inaugurated the millennium by nominating minis- 
ters for office ab the ratio of about 16 to 1, and the 
record of their men in Congress has been awful. 
Hundreds of Freethinkers are members of the Peo- 
ples party, though its platform pledges them to 
the God-in-the-Constitution whim, and its repre- 
sentativs are Sunday-law communists. If the Pops 
would get somebody to cremate that Ocala platform 
and replace it with one having the Demands of Lib- 
eralism fora preamble; if in addition they would 
discontinue the services of their spiritual advisers 
and leave the parsons to pastoral functions and 
other duties appropriate to their sex; and, finally, 
if they would abandon Socialistic notions to pro- 
fessed Socialists, they would present a system of 
government worthy to be called progressiv, al- 
though they might not be able to maintain that it 
was inspired. 


One who is not a financier may fail to understand 
the government bond system which the present ad- 
ministration is so.industriously applying, but he is 
not thereby prevented from contemplating it with 
reverential awe. A few months ago a fifty million 
dollar issue of bonds had the effect of increasing 
the treasury supply of gold by about thirty millions. 
On the face of things, of course, it would appear 
that the supply was increased to the amount of the 
bonds, but such is not the result reported, for the 
purchasers of the bonds drew some twenty millions 
in gold from the treasury so they could pay for 
them. The present issue promises to be still less 
fruitful, as the thirty millions previously realized 
will be drawn out by the financiers who buy the new 
bonds. The result, as we are bound to see, is that 
by running one hundred millions in debt on the 
two bond issues, the administration is enabled to 
realize one-half that amount in gold with which to 
redeem previous obligations that hav doubled since 
they were assumed—that is, unless figures and 
figurers incontinently lie, two dollars in bonds are 
issued to procure one dollar in gold. When the 
bonds mature, more bonds will be issued at the 
same or greater discount to redeem these, and in 
the mean time interest possibly equaling their face 
value will be paid. The case of the man who ex- 
plained his inability to straighten up by saying that 
dry made him drink, drink made him drunk, and 
drunk made him dry, has long been known to ma 
people who did not suspect that its central princi- 
ple was being applied to national finance. 


The Shoe and Leather Bank of this city has just 
discovered its loss of $340,000 through the rascal- 
ity of a bookkeeper named Seely. Simultaneously 
the facts are developed that the thief is a man of 
exemplary moral habits, temperate, idustrious, fru- 
gal, with no known defects, and a pewholder in a 
Brooklyn church, at which he has been a regular 
and devout worshiper. And his accomplice was a 
man who stood still higher in religious circles. The 
bank officials would deserve more public sympathy 
if they had taken the pains to inform themselvs of 
the situation before they placed Seely in a position 
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of trust. Recent warnings, like those afforded by 
Erastus Wyman, Breckinridge, McKane, and many 
other less conspicuous persons, had put the com- 
munity on its guard—all but the directors of the 
Shoe and Leather Bank. As we say about our 
rural friends who are taken in by bunco steerers, 
green goods men, and other smooth swindlers, they 
ought to read the papers. Gro. E. Maoponarp. 


“Thanksgiving ” Reflections. 


We hav just beheld the sun of a Thanksgiving 
morn and we were enjoined to thank God for his 
blessings bestowed. This has caused me to think 
and ask myself three questions: Who and where is 
God and how will we return thanks for his divine 
favors? What need has he for our thanks and how 
much does he deserve thanks? In trying to answer 
the first question I find myself swamped in the 
midst of know-nothingism, for no one can know of 
a god or where located. An ideal god is simply 
a creature of the imagination and no one could pos- 
sibly conceive of a god great enough and with 
energy enough to make from nothing or otherwise 
the great and grand universe, composed of a multi- 
plicity of individual worlds suspended in infinit 
space, inconceivable to the mind of man. As a 
worker must be greater than his works, how much 
greater must God be than the works he has made, 
and how can such a being expect or ask of a worm 
(for nothing greater is man in the sight of God) his 
thanks or devotion? Also how shall we thank him or 
even feel thankful when we are forced into the world 
without even our wish or consent and then hav the 
joy to know that we are born in sin, filled with im- 
perfection, pain, sorrow, and tribulations and at 
last must be cast into hell? What a great and un- 
speakable satisfaction it is to know that our presi- 
dent has reminded us of our duty to giv thanks td 
Almighty God for such blessings! Some should be 
thankful that their days on earth are but few; that 
the beneficent goodness of him that has filled their 
days of mortality with fear and trembling has made 
such laws that they are not compelled to remain in 
earthly torment, and that they are promised an 
eternal hell in which their condition cannot be 
worse. My waiter at the hotel said he was thank- 
ful for a black skin and a second-class existence on 
earth and hoped for straight hair in the city of 
dreams reached only by climbing the golden stairs. 

The two thousand Armenians lately butchered 
should thank God for a premature entrance into 
the happy heaven of rest, and the Turks who mur- 
dered them should fall on their knees in thankful- 
ness to God for the privilege of destroying so many 
Infidel heretics. Yes, even I should be thankful 
that the God-like Christians hav not been able, in 
the year of our Lord, 1894, to bribe our legislators 
to pass laws compelling me to pay priest tax. How- 
ever, my aged grandfather, a poor old blind man 
who had lived in Litchfield county, Conn., once had 
the pleasure of having his only cow taken from him 
by the officers of the law for that noble purpose. I 
feel like jumping to my feet and shouting “ Glory 
to God,” so that the sanctuary of heaven will re- 
sound in echo; yet I will keep my seat and wait 
until I learn more of heaven and the holiness therein. 
If I find that heaven is the home and dominion of 
Jehovah, the god of the Jews, I shall want a ticket 
for the other place where thanksgiving to an un- 
developed ideal God never preys upon his subjects. 

There are thousands of children dying every day 
with that dread scourge diphtheria, caused by the 
same hand that forced the poor Jittle sufferers into 
the world. How thankful they and their loving 
parents should be for such a showing of God's love 
toward them! Let us pray: “O thou God of 
abomination, thou who gavest us the thirty-first 
chapter of Numbers and taught us to slaughter our 
enemies, to save none but the virgins for immoral 
purposes; thou who dividest spoils with the devil 
and cursed Eve and her posterity as well as all the 
mammalia of thy creation because thou failest to 
make us perfect, and took into partnership Old 
Nick, who you knew was evil disposed, and would 
get the better of thee in business and bring trouble 
and sorrow upon all the world; while we are pros- 
pered to eat a turkey dinner, many other poor sin- 
ners no worse than ourselvs hav none, and for this 
special dispensation of thy providence in our be- 
half, we are glad we are on thy side, also on the 
side of the turkey. Clothe us with divine armor 
that the devil may never get us or deprive us of a 
good dinner on Thanksgiving. As long as thou 
wilt be on our side we will keep Thanksgiving and 
never feel sorry for the poor turkey.” I will leave 
the congregation of Taz Taurm Szexer to shout 
Amen and sing the Doxology. And while they are 
singing I will pass the hat for a collection to buy 
something for those whom God’s mercy has not 
reached. A. D. Swan. - 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 1, 1894. * 7.61 
Pe ——————————————M———————————————————ÁÀ 
What Do You Believe? tithes, and other tribute for the support of the | prominent place—in hotels, railroad stations, read- 
. tis easier to deny believing a statement than to priests and synagogs; is this productiv of civiliza- ing rooms, etc. To do this, however, requires 
advocate it, but in my brief letter I propose to ask tion or improvement of mankind? The Lord pun- | money; but money cannot be put to & better use. 
questions and leave the reader to answer them for ishes the children of Israel by permitting the | A little of it goes along way. One book can reach 
himself. Babylonians to capture them because of their wick- many persons. We desire to keep the movement 
The Egyptians probably believed in their religion edness, and then the Babylonians are punished for | initiated by the last Freethinkers’ Congress advanc- 
of many gods and in sacrifices and prayers to those doing this thing and the Jews are restored to ing, so that the thousand persons reached there may 
gods to secure their blessings, and that their gods Jerusalem. multiply to hundreds of thousands of persons 
Khem, Knoph, and Phtah were the creators of all When they returned from Babylon their first | reached elsewhere. 
things. Perhaps they believed in a future state of | 219 "35 te rebuild the church on the most orthodox We hope that friends who believe in this kind of 
existence for souls that hav departed this life; system. The prophets exerted their energies to | work will help us. We giv them something in re- 
some in a state of felicity, some in torment, an d revise and record the law of Moses and restore the | turn, which will be of service to them in their 
some reincarnated as the spirit of some animal or purity of descent by casting outall mixed blood and | homes and communities, and bring them into com- 
other human being. But because they believed it enforcing the traditional rites and usages of the | panionship with the Freethinkers of the whole 
do you accept it without investigation ? ancient Israelites. country. Our new pamphlet, “The Federation 
The Assyrians and Babylonians believed in a The Jewish law as at that time established, is | and the Union,” will be out at the earliest possible 
multiplicity of gods. They considered Anu the closely observed to this day by all orthodox Jews.|moment. It will contain one hundred pages of 
chief of their gods. «Bel is the God of Lords,” They adhered to the so-called God’s covenant with | excellent reading matter. It will show the progress 
“the father of the gods," «the creator.” In the Abraham up to the time of recording the law, and | of Freethought, its facts and arguments. It will 


history of creation we are told that « Bel made the that law is still in force. The Jewish priests or| be an inspiriting book. It will be a splendid cam- 

rabbis adhere to the old law. The Jews are all 
brothers and the remainder of mankind are the 
heathen round about them; and their religion givs 
them license to plunder and enslave them just as 
much to-day as it did in the time of Abraham or 

Moses, or any time since. 

A god is and always was a man-made institution, 
and was made the very prototype of the builders. 
If they were savages, their god was a savage; if 
they were barbarians, their god was a barbarian; if 
they are enlightened, they hav an enlightened god. 

The Jew has become better than his religion 
through the pressure of advanced progression; he 
has outgrown some of its savagery; but the intense 
selfish “Iam better than thou” spirit still exists 
that he has inherited from his ancestral religion; 
and as long as they pin their faith on God’s covenant 
with Abraham that selfish, arrogant, haughty spirit 
will adhere to them. 

Now, thoughtful, reader, you claim to protest 
against other ancient religions. Why adhere to 
that of the Jews, which is no better and is still ex- 
isting among us and is making terrible havoc with 
the cause of human liberty through the money 
power of which the Jew is the main head. If you 
would take the Jew element out of the power of 
money to effect the status of the laborers, it would 
be so paralyzed that we would think it almost dead. 

Well, Christian brothers (the Jew would call you 
heathen), do you believe the doctrins of the 
Egyptians? No. Or the Assyrians? No. Or the 
Babylonians? No. Or the Chaldeans? No. And 
why not? Because they are not in harmony with 
human needs and cannot supply them. They dis- 
regard individual rights and encourage tyrannical 
priesthoods to enslave mankind. That is a. very 
good reason. Do the Jews disregard equal personal 
rights by claiming themselvs to be God ordained to 
enslave the remainder of mankind? Yes; that is 
their religion. Did they not act like barbarians— 
rob, murder, enslave, and disregard the most sacred 
rights of mankind, if the Bible tells the truth? 
Yes; and when they became civilized, they got their 
wealth by guile, scheming, and fraudulent means 
instead of outright brigandage, and when they 
adapted themselvs to the enlightened epoch they 
only refined their schemes for deception. 

You adhere to the Jewish superstition and call it 
holy, when it has been shown to be your worst 
enemy. You accept it without investigation and in 
so doing rivet the chains that enslave you. 

Rise in your might and call a hoe a hoe and an 
ax an ax, and call a tyrannical oligarchy by its 
proper name—the enemy to the best interests of 
mankind—and be sure that so long as the Jew ad- 
heres to the covenant with Abraham he is one of 
the Jewish oligarchy and will oppress you whenever 
his selfish interests dictate such a course. 

Montpelier, Ind. WILLIAM ALLEN. 

. Notz.—The quotations in this epistle are all taken from 
** The Religions of the Ancient World," by George Raw- 
Jinson. Chambers’ Encyclopedia corroborates these 
statements. W. A. 


earth and the heaven; that he formed man by 


means of & mixture of his own blood with earth, 


and also formed beasts; and afterward he created 


the sun and the moon, the stars and the five 


planets.” They also believed that sacrifice and 


prayer were very necessary to appease the displeas- 
ure of their passionate gods. 


the above statements; but do you believe it because 
they taught it? 

The Chaldeans had a long history of their gods 
doing the creating, making many terrible mistakes, 
des .finally ereating the heavens, the earth, and 

ades. 


earth and form men therewith and beasts that 
eould bear the light. 
intelligent, being a partaker of the divine wisdom. 


Likewise Belus made the stars and the sun and the 


moon and the five planets." 


In another account Anu is credited with doing 


the work, especially among the sun, moon, and 
stars. He made the moon the principal luminary 
on consideration of being worshiped. «Each 
month without fail brought together festal assem- 
blies in the beginning of the month : > - and 
on the seventh day a holy day appointing and com- 


manding on that day a cessation from business.” 


This might be called a Sabbath for worshiping the 
moon. 


The Chaldeans had a legend of the deluge quite 


similar to that narrated in Genesis, though stated 
differently in some particulars. Shamas, the builder, 
completed his ship on the eighth day. 


Do you accept all these accounts as true without 


investigation because others are supposed to hav 
believed them, or do you condemn them as myths 
unworthy of credence? 

We find the account of another ancient religion 
that men of the present time profess to believe to 
be positiv truth. We find in it another account of 
the creation of all things by a God who created all 
things in six days and rested on the seventh, and 
hallowed it as a Sabbath. But according to the 
account, the Lord God must hav accomplished the 
work in one day and then cursed part of his work 
because it did not result as he intended, and after- 
ward resolved to drown the world because of its 
wiekedness, and made a failure of that because 
the wickedness crept into the ark that had been 
prepared to save a few righteous ones. Noah got 
angry at Ham and cursed his son Canaan, saying, “A 
servant of servants shalt thou be unto thy brethren.” 
The Lord God made a covenant with Abraham, 
making him and his posterity a specially chosen 
people and giving them the land of Canaan as an 
inheritance forevér. But the children of Israel 
displeased the Lord God, and he sent them into 
bondage to the Egyptians and then sent Moses with 
the various curses to afflict the Egyptians for chas- 
tising the children of Israel as he had caused them 
to do, and commanded Moses to deliver the Israel- 
ites from the Egyptians by piloting them through 
the Red sea, and then fed them on manna and quails 
in the wilderness; and then the Lord gave Moses 
the law from Mount Sinia, the most of which was 
extant previous to that time. The Lord God com- 
manded Moses to conquer and drive out the tribes 
of the Oanaanites and take their country to them- 
selvs for an inheritance, and to utterly cut off the 
Amalekites and also the Midianites, which included 
Zippora, Moses’s wife, and his and her two 
sons and all their kindred, and then there was the 
butcheries of Joshua, Saul, David, and others. Do 
you believe all these statements to be true and all 
these bloody deeds to be righteous acts? Then 
there is the building of the tabernacle of the Lord 
and the arrangement of the priesthood with the 


I The Assyrians and 
Babylonians no doubt believed in their gods and 


This history also stated that “the god 
Belus commanded one of the gods to cut off his 
head and to mix the blood which flowed forth with 


So man was made and was 


Campaign Literature. 

It is of the first importance that Freethought 
literature be widely distributed. The people must 
be educated. It is impossible to reach all by means 
of lectures. We must supplement the lectures 
with books, pamphlets, and papers. We can find 
hearers by the thousand; but we ought to find 
readers by the million. Earnest Freethinkers should 
make it a specialty to buy and distribute books. 
A book is a power. It is always at work. It costs 
but little. It influences like the sunshine. It is 
pretty difficult to get angry with a book. It is like 
& fact, and cannot be easily put down. 

It is a part of our work as a national organiza- 
tion to keep Freethought literature in constant cir- 
culation. We would like to hav pamphlets setting 


garments and other paraphernalia and the sacrifices, | forth our principles all over the land—in every 


paign document. 
letters, reports, etc., of the late Congress in regard 
to our great work, the total separation of church 
and state. 
cents a copy. But the object is to send it broad- 
cast, and therefore it will be given to subscribers at 
less than cost—eight copies for $1; eighteen copies 
for $2; and fifty copies for $5. The National Asso- 
ciation will depend upon its friends to aid in this 
matter, so that the cost all round shall be very little 
and a great work be accomplished. Send all contri- 
butions for this pamphlet, “ Federation and Union,” 
to 234 South Water street, Chicago, Ill. 


It will contain the speeches, 


Such a book is well worth twenty-five 


Samvzn P. Pornam, 
Pres. of National Freethought Association. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Cou. R. Q. INGERSOLL’s lecture route is as follows : 
Dec. 1.. New Bedford, Mass Dec. 9.. ...Providenee, R. I 


Deo. 2........... Boston, Mass Dec. 10....Fall River, Mass 
Dec. 8....... Haverhill, Mass Dec. 11. New London, Conn 
Dec. 4........... Portland, Me Dec. 16... Washington, D. C 
Dec. 5............. Lyn», Mass Dec. 17........Richmond, Va 
Dec. 6......... Concord, N. H- Dee. 19..... Philadelphia, Pa 


Dee. 7...... Manchester, N.H 20.......Baltimore, Md 


Dec. 8....... Brockton, Mass 


S. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments: 

Blair, Wis., Dec. 1, 2. 

Grafton, N. Dak., Dec. 5-7. 

Hoople, N. Dak., Dec. 8, 9. 

Park River, N. Dak., Dec. 10-12. 
Conway. N. Dak.. Dec. 18-15. 

Fargo, N. Dak., Deo. 18-20. 

St. Charles, Miun., Dec. 22. 23. 

San Marcial, N. M.. Dec. 29 to Jan. 2. 

Mr. Putnam will lecture during the month of January 
at Prescott, Arizona. It is hoped that friends in the 
vicinity and throughout Arizona will make arrangements 
for lectures at this time, and push the Freethought work. 
Mr. Putnam will also arrange to lecture in New Mex- 
ico, Colorado, and Kansas on his return from Arizona. 
Those wishing lectures in any of these states will commu- 
nicate with S. P, Putnam, 234 South Water street, Chi- 


eago. 


Mrs. M. A. Freeman will make a trip east about the 
first of January. and would like to secure engagements 
for lectures in Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania, New York, 
and Massachusetts. Those desiring her services will 
please write her at once 1087 West Madison street, 


Chicago, Ill. 

Tur Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 8 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for December: 
December 2d—‘‘ Popular Discontent.” T. McOants 

Stewart. 


Tux Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Knabe Hall, 26 W. Fourth st., Cincinnati. Program 


for December: 
December 2d—‘*The Orthodox Devil" E. ©, Wilmot. 


J. E. Remssore’s lecture appointments: 

.Ridgeway, N. Y Deo. 4,5..Pultneyville, N. Y 
-Lockport, N. Y Dee. 6.......... Oswego, N. Y 
Dec. 8.......... Dundee, N. Y 


Tus Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawanaavenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 

Tux Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 
afternoon at the hall, No. 82 Monroe avenue. 


Our fathers did not quite love God nor quite 
hate the Devil—but they were afraid of both. 
They really wished to enjoy themselvs with God in 
the next world and with the Devil in this. They 
believed that the course of Nature was affected by 
their conduct; that floods and storms, diseases, 
earthquakes, and tempests were sent as punish- 
ments, and that all good phenomena were rewards. 
—Robert G. Ingersoll, in Taz Tsuru Sxzxzr AN- 
NUAL for 1895. ' 
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Petters of Friends. 


Has Read Every Column. 
‘Java VrnnAGE, N. Y., Nov. 7, 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: Inclosed is $1 for four 
copies of R. G. Ingersoll’s late lecture on 


the holy Bible. 


I hav read every column of Tue TauTR 
BxxkER for over ten years with great in- 
terest, and I mean no flattery when I say 
that I like it the best of any of the ten pa- 


pers I now take in my family. 
CHARLES BARBER. 


All Reaching for It. 


Panis, Tex., Oct. 31, 1804. 
Ma. EDITOR: 


** Holy Bible,” by Ingersoll I hav re- 


ceived S, P. Putnam’s ‘‘Four Hundred 


Years of Freethought,” and sm delighted 
with what I havread of it. Other persons 
hay been so anxious to read it that I hav 
had but very little chance to read any my- 
selt. J. F. MILES. 


Happy to Keep His Promis. 

ORANBERRY CENTER, Wis., Nov. 8, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I feel somewhat rejoiced 
in that I am able to come up to my promis 
to you about thirty days ago; there- 
fore, please find inclosed $3, for which giv 
me credit on my subscription to your much 
esteemed Terura SEEKER. May it seek for 
truth long after I am gone ! 

Respectfully yours, J. W. KRUSOHXE. 


A Question for Mr. Richardson. 

GIBEON, NEB., Nov. 9, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: In Colorado, the working- 
man’s candidate for governor was defeated 
by the woman vote, and the woman vote 
was controled by the church organiza- 
tions. Contemplating such & phase of 
Christian Republicanism we'wonder if our 
friend Richardson will join the Women's 

Christian Temperance Union? 
Respectfully, C. PUTNAM. 


It Is Cheap, but Splendid. 
SACRAMENTO, OAL., Oct. 30, 1894. 
Mz. Eprron: The books I ordered from 
you a few weeks ago came safely to hand 
on time. Also ‘‘ Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” which I consider a splendid 
work, & book which ought to be in the 
hands of every Freethinker. I hav read 
it nearly through. Brother Putnam de- 
serves our thanks for giving us such a 
splendid work, and so cheap, too. 
N. D. Goopzrr. 


Putnam Has Done a Great Work. 

CannzTON, NEB., Nov. 9, 1894. 
Mr. Epitor: I inclose $3 for my sub- 
scription, and $2 for the Campaign Fund, 
and $1 for the Kansas martyr, Wise. I 
bav read through the ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought ;" &m just delighted 
over it. Brother Putnam has donea great 
work. I hope he will take it more easy 
now, and not work too hard. We want to 
prolong his life as long as possible, and all 

of you as well. BENNET ANDERSON, 


Every Page Bristles with Facts. 


ErnMomno, Cor., Nov. 5, 1894. 
Mz. Eprron: The old TRurH SEEKER is 
a regular Sunday visitor at my home, and 
a very welcome one at that. I hav been 
out of a job since last June, and hav just 
succeeded in getting one. I hav been 
pretty busy for two weeks reading ** Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought;” it don't 
make any difference where you open that 
book, it is bristling with facts on every 
page, and I wouldn't take $25 for my copy, 
if it was impossible for me to replace it. 
Yours for Universal Mental Liberty, 
JOHN SCHUYLER, 


Step by Step to Complete Liberty. 

Sr, Coarurs, MINN., Oct. 20, 294. 
Mz, Eprror: Franklin Steiner was here 
last week and gave us three splendid lect- 
ures. Two ministers thought to down him, 
but to their surprise and to the surprise of 
many others, were completely nonplused. 
His easy, gentlemanly manner of dealing 
with them won him hosts of friends. The 
sympathy of many Christians present 
seemed to be with him. We expect to hav 
him here tbree months next fall, and will 
no doubt draw quite a number into our 
ranks, Some of the Christians here are 


Inclosed please find 
peventy-five cents for three copies of 


scription another year. 
as long as I liv. 


century mark. 
Christian family and during all that time 
I doubted the truth of what I was taught 


Unitarians. Heis a thinker and reasoner, 


Freethought ranks. 


glad to hear it, as the Unitarians had but 
one step to take to get to our ground. 
Freethought is bound to make great prog- 
ress in the next ten years. 
truth, 


After Twelve Years He Comes to Us. 
Arson, Mo., Oct. 18, 1894. 


B. PEABODY. 


Mr. Eprror: Some twelve years ago I 


first saw Tue TRUTH SEEKER and the im- 
pression that it made on me is never to be 
forgotten. I believe D. M. Bennett pub- 
lished it then. I hav never seen the 
paper since until a few days ago a politician 
called at my store and in conversation 
mentioned that he was a Freethinker. I 
thought, ‘‘ Keep that to yourself in super- 
stitious Missouri." I assured him that 
whatever ticket he might be on he could 
depend on one vote. I had nearly given 
up the idea of ever getting a chance to vote 
my convictions. But the gentleman in- 
formed me that there were several candi- 
dates of an ‘‘intellectual’’ cast of counte- 
nance on the various tickets this fall. 
Trurting that the conventions knew what 
kind of timber they were nominating, I 
shall vote for every one—i. e., if I can find 
out who they are. 

Inclosed please find $1 for Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER. I am doing what I can io get 
subscribers, M. T. JERSEY. 


Thanks fo the Generous Greenhill. 
Curntox, Ia., Nov. 9, 1894. 


Mr. Epor: I am a subscriber to the. 


dear TRUTH SEEKER, thanks to Mr. James 
A. Greenhill, for it was he who gave me 
the first copy of it, and afterward gave me 
one year’s subscription. : 
Iam well pleased with the paper; it has 
completely turned me away from the 
churches. Last month Mr. James A, 
Greenhill gave me a very nice present, and 
what do you, Mr. Editor, think that was? 
Nothing smaller than Samuel P. Putnam's 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
I was surprised at first; I could not find a 
word for myself. I grabbed his hand and 
thanked him heartily for that costly pres- 
ent. I hav looked through it at the pic- 
tures and I found one of my countrymen, 
Bjornstjerne Bjornson. About the | ook, 
I can say that it is not a history of Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought alone, but 
& Four Hundred Years of Freethinkers 
album also. Anditisthe most magnificent 
work on Freethought I ever saw. I shall 


now begin at the beginning and read it 


through with respect. 
thought, 


Yours for Free- 
Jonas HR. ELLISON. 


Thought, Then Wisdom. 

HawirroN, N. Y., Nov. 12, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: You may extend my sub- 
I want the paper 
I hav lived upward of 
eighty years and bid fair to reach the 
I was brought up in a 


and always must. I watch with interest 


the progress of Freethought, Christianity 


has reached its hight and is on the decline. 


Science will destroy it, if nothing else will. 


I think you had a good Congress in 
Chicago and that the outlook for Free- 
thought and for truth is good. 

The sending out of the life and teachings 
of Paine causes & disturbance among the 
churches. They say the thing ought to be 
stopped, as it upsettles the mind, not only 
of the young, but of the old as well, I 
hope the work will be kept up, as it is 
doing much good. 

I will send by and by a list of the pub- 
lications I want. I want them to giv away 
to those who never read or see such 
thoughts as they contain. You may send 
me now John Peck’s works. They create 
thought, which leads to wisdom. 

CARLTON Rice. 


Mortuary—Dr. W. P. Badger. 


Atouison, Kax., Nov. 15, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Dr. W. P. Badger, a vet- 


eran Freethinker of this vicinity, died at 


getting very liberal indeed. The Congre- 
gational minister who had been here three 
years, I think, has gone to another part of 
the state, and is now preaching for the 


and probably his next step will be into the 
He informed me the 
day before leaving here that he should 
preach Unitarianism. I told him I was 


Yours for the 


"CHE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER i. 1994. — 


his home at Muscotah last Saturday, of 
consumption. He was born in Vermont, 
Dec. 15, 1817, and came to Kansas for his 
health in 1857. His health was much im- 
proved and his life prolonged many years 
by the change. Dr. Badger had a varied 
and interesting career. He was a member 
of the territorial legislature in 1858, and 
agent for the Kickapoo Indians for four 
years. During the war he was adjutant of 
the Thirteenth Kansas, and acquitted him- 
self with bravery. He was the first mayor 
of the little town of Muscotah, and virtu- 
ally the father of the place. He kept & 
hotel at Muscotah for years, and many 
Freethought pilgrims will remember his 
hospitality. Dr. Badger was a nephew of 
Governor Badger, of New Hampshire, and 
his widow is a sister of Ex-Senator Kellogg, 
of Louisiana. Dr. Badger wasan unflinch- 
ing and uncompromising Freethinker, and 
accomplished much good for the cause in 
his locality. He was a reader of THE 
TnurH Serxerand other Liberal journals, 
and always kept a supply of Liberal litera- 
ture around hispremises. He was à good, 
honest man, and his death is a loss to the 
cause of mental liberty. 
Yours, Gro. J. REMSBURG. 


Does Not Want to Run the Paper. 


VAN Buren, ARK., Nov. 4, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Ineélosed you will find $8 
io renew my subscription. I would hav 
been glad if I could hav sent you the 
money for several books that you adver- 
tise, but money is too scarce here this 
year for me to get anything but the paper, 
and I am downright glad to be able to get 
that and pay for it. I wanted Putnam’s 
new book and ‘‘Godly Women of the 
Bible.” I read that as it was published in 
the paper several years ago and thoaght it 
struck the religious folks some pretty hard 
blows, and as soon as I am able I shall 
send for the book and read it again. 

I will not stop to tell you how you should 
run your paper; I get three dollars’ worth 
out of it every year and hav been getting 
that much out of it for nearly or quite 
twenty years, and it has always bristled 
with good things. The past year your 
editorials on the taxation of church prop- 
erty and the separation of church and 
state, when you wrote agaiust the proposed 
amendment to our national Constitution 
were exceptionally good. In fact, I can 
get three dollars’ worth out of any depart- 
ment of the paper in a year; the pictures 
alone are worth all that in a year. 

Hoping that all your present subscribers 
will be able and willing to renew. and that 
you may get many new ones, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, Jas. R. NEAL. 


Man-Afraid-of-His- Wife. 
Oantrit, IA., Nov. 2, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Some of my Christian 
friends, according to their own statements, 
hav received Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason” 
and they appear not to be so noisy as they 
used to be; the fires of hell seem to be 
smoldering down; I think likely they 
hav struck bottom. I heard one Disciple 
preacher say at the close of his sermon 
that some one had been so kind as to send 
him from New York a copy of Paine's 
“Age of Reason” and he supposed he 
would never know who did it. All he had 
to say was that he had not read much of it, 
for it was 80 awful hard he could not stand 
much ata time. The trouble is, I think, 
he cannot answer it, and that is what 
hurts. : 

Mr. I. P. Davis and I hav to stand here 
alone in Cantril. There are others who 
think just as we do, but when it comes to 
talk about having some liberal giv us 6 
lecture here, then it is they begin to dodge 
and make excuses and say: ‘‘ My wife isa 
Methodist "—or Baptist or Presbyterian— 
“and if she knew of my giving anything 
for a Liberal lecture I would be obliged 
to seek a divorce." Itold a man the other 
day that if that was the case, then his wife 
thought more of the church than she did 
of him. My Christian friends are a good 
deal like the Jews; they never pray except 
when in trouble, and then it is for venge- 
ance, victory, and riches. 

Please send me ‘‘Religion and the 
Bible," two copies ‘‘ Holy Bible,” ** The 
Candle From Under the Bushel,” 
**Thumbeorew and Rack,” Arex Fix, 


Always Some Practical Suggestions. 
BREATHEDSVILLE; Mb., Nov. 18, 1894. 
Mr. Evrfor: At this season of the yest 
Freethinkers ean lay the foutidatiot for 
much future good work by helping to of- 
gauize literaty or debating societiés in 
their vicinity. Debates being necessarily 
educational in their character, the school 
authorities will generally grant permission 
to hold them of evenings in the school- 

houses, thus saving room rent. 

By taking a prominent part in organiz- 
ing them, Freethinkers can generally se- 
cure sufficient control over them to select 
their questions for discussion, and by óc- 
easionally interspersing some which lead 
in Freethought directions, can greatly en- 
lighten the community. By cautiously 
and gradually passing, week after week, 
from less radical to more radical Free- 
thought ground, many of the audience 
may, in a yeat two, be converted to Free 
thought. Furthermore, the training re- 
ceived in such societies thoroughly fits 
them for usefulness in the Freethought 
cause, . 

This season of leisüte, when inclement 
weather prevents out-door Work, is also 
auspiéiots for getting trial Bubseriber to ` 
Freethought journals, for eiréulating the 
**Age of Reason” and othet Freethought 
books, and for vatiotis other kinds of Free- 
thought missionary Work. Let edch Free: 
thinker do. something for the caus, atid 
do it now, hitiself @hoosiiig the way in 
which he thinks he can best work, and the 
progress of our cause will be greatly aug- 
mented. D. WEBSTER Grou. 


Are Free Trade Politicians Moral? 
CASTANA, Ia., Nov. 10, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: It is too bad! After 
answering Mr. Groh’s nineteen questions 
harmoniously and flattering myself that 
those answers were altogether lovely, it 
now turns out that one of them was an un» 
accountable blunder. Napoleon (?] did not 
refer to this kind when he said **a blunder 
is a crime;” still, the situation is solemn, 
if not dangerous, because Mr. Groh was 
first astonished and then amazed. How- 
ever, he recovered sufficiently to say, '* Mr, 
Hays and Mr. Day should get together,” 
which was good advice, All Mr. Hays has 
to do is to stand still while T make the 
race. Nobody ever said that a duty on 
imported goods was not & customs tax. A 
tariff is a ‘‘ list.” How can a list be a tax? 
A tariff can no more be a tax than a menu 
ean bea dinner. Mr. Hays and I are al- 
ready close together. (Discrimination is & 
jewel.) 

‘Hence Mr. Day's absurd and reckless 
allegation that all trust men are free trade 
tariff reformers,” etc. That little word all 
is sweeping, but, according to my knowl- 
edge and belief, all of the Standard Oil 
trust men, all the sugar trust men, to- 
gether with all other well-known trust men, 
are solidly in favor of the politics of tariff 
reform. It requires no. effort to ory out 
“absurd” and ‘‘reckless;” why not try 
the virtue of some pertinent facts? 

‘Trusts are formed by cornering the 
market on certain classes of goods, and are 
facilitated and fostered by tariffs in exact 
ratio, as it is easier to corner the product 
of asingle nation than that of the entire 
world.” Why easier? One would naturally 
conclude that goods from all parts of the 
world, coming through a few custom 
houses, and mainly through one, would 
easily be ‘‘cornered” by a few wealthy 
importers. Tin, sugar, and coffee are in 
evidence. Our manufacturers find it very 
difficult to corner domestic products, ex- 
cept such as come under the operation of 
the patent or mining laws. ‘‘ Is free trade 
immoral?” is not the question; it should 
be: Are free trade politicians moral? 
Preston Day. 


A Mini,ter’s Evolution, 
Des Mornss, Ia., Nov. 5, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: The Rev. H. O. Bruden, 
of Des Moines, Ia., lately advertised that 
he would preach & series of sermons on 
“The Bible in the Light of the Highest 
Criticism," and he began the course last 
Sunday night by talking upon the ques- 
tion, ‘‘Who Wrote the Bible?" I heard 
the same gentleman giv some lectures on 
the divinity of the Bible six years ago, 
when he strongly maintained the gener- - 
ally accepted orthodox views. As in 
those six years great advances hav been 
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made in Bible investigation and the long 
cherished views of that book completely 
overthrown by Christian critics, I was 
anxious to know how the Rev. Mr. 
Bruden had been affected by the situa- 
tion. Mr. Bruden is a Disciple and 
preaches in the largest church in the city, 
and he is frequently spoken of as ‘‘ the 
most. popular minister.” To say that I 
Was surprised does not express my feelings 
when I heard him advocate the most 
Padical conclusions possible with the keep- 
ing of his pulpit. If anything, he was 
inore aggressiv in his advanced views than 
either Dr. Briggs or Professor Harper. 
His references to some of the orthodox 
Bible scholars were by no means compli- 
mentary, and had any of them been pres- 
ent they would hav wished themselvs any- 
where else. He does not believe that all 
of the Bible is inspired. He admits that 
we do not know who wrote a great portion 
of it, and particularly the Pentateuch and 
other books of the Old Testament. He 
made one mistake here by saying that all 
of the Bible was written between 700 B. c. 
and 100 4. D.. But we could forgiv him for 
this when he said that he cannot indorse 
the bloody wars of the Old Testament and 
that some parts of that book are not fit to 
read. He never reads it himself, he says, 
except as a student. God, he admitted, 
was only connected with the Bible in a 
second-handed manner. The Bible, he 
says, is not an authority, but Christ. 
How he can make Christ his authority and 
not the Bible is something he will hav to 
settle for himself. The moss-backed 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Bap- 
tist, and other orthodox ministers of 
Des Moines, must feel very blue to know 
that their Bible is assailed as regards 
both authenticity and morality in the 
largest church in the city We may 
add that Dr. Bruden is the only min- 
ister who has his church full on'a Sunday 
night or even a Sunday morning. The 
fact that he preaches such sermons as the 
one I hav mentioned and that he takes 
special pains to provide entertainment for 
his hearers, accounts for it. The church is 
sometimes called ‘‘Bruden’s Opera” by 
profane persons. FRANKLIN STEINER. 


No Extra Attractions Needed. 
New Yorg, Nov. 12, 294. 

Mr. Eprron: Sunday morning, Novem- 
ber 11th, I went to hear the noted Unita- 
rian, the Rev. Robert Oollyer. He 
teaches his congregation to believe in God, 
the father, maker of heaven and earth, 
thus turning down the ghost and son divi. 
sions of the trinity. I had to admire his 
virtuous countenance, framed by snowy 
locks, and also admired his heresy as far 
as it extends. Besides that I saw nor heard 
nothing worthy of note, except his musi- 
eal voice, though it is somewhat monoto- 
nous as he rattles slong and lulis the wor- 
shipers into a semi-doze. 

In the evening, the arch-heretic of the 
century again struck this churchly town. 
Many other heretics, big and little, and 
pew holders heretically inclined, assembled 
at the Star theater to giv him a royal wel- 
come. Promises of the appearance of 
musical celebrities and elaborately pre- 
pared programs were not required to fill 
the house from the stage and boxes to the 
galiery, and even the aisles. The people 
quietly assembled and, at the appointed 
time, our Freethought general appeared, 
and, as usual, without introduction, at 
once began his lecture. While he was ex- 
posing, as only he can expose, the source 
and character of the Hebrew: Christian 
Jehovah, it was also the time when many 
prayers from learned pulpits were being 
offered to the same Jehovah, and listened 
to by small groups of worshipers, any one 

' of which would constitute about one-half 
or less of the number seated in the gallery, 
to say nothing about the balcony, boxes, 
stage, and main auditorium. One thing 
the prayer-makers should especially ask 
for isto be given the drawing powers of 
Colonel Ingersoll. 

He makes no reference to his many 
slanderers, but proceeds to propound the- 
ological enigmas for them to solve. He 
shows that the most glorious triumphs of 
the race hav been won in spite of the teach- 
ings of the Bible. The audience bought 
many copies of his writings, and this lect- 
ure cannot fail to giv Liberal views another 
mpetus in this oity. His new lecture, 


‘* The Bible,” could be obtained at twenty- 
five cents per copy, but people preferred 
to pay prices ranging all the way from 
fifty cents to $2.50 or more per seat to hear 
his voice as well as see him. By the 
strength of his gestures, he appeared to be 
thirty instead of sixty, and judging of the 
healthfulness of heresy from his personal 
appearance, there is no reason why he 
should not be with us for many years to 
come to gladden the hearts of men, ter- 
rify the orthodox, liberalize our minds, 
and make us more gentle and kind toward 
one another. Prolonged applause fre- 
quently interrupted his address. and at 


the close he was recalled to the stage, | 


when be merely bowed his acknowledg- 
ments. 


Freethinkers may make mistakes and 
not be right in some things, but as surely 
as there is science and human reason, they 
are more sane and more nearly right than 
their theological antagonists, consequently 
they need never allow themselvs to waver 
in their purposes or hopes. The Free- 
thought army will increase just in propor- 
tion to the dissemination of thought and 
truth, and when finally our descendants 
do really come to trest one another as 
human, and as having equal rights, the 
one man of this age to whom the greatest 
glory will be given, will be the man we 
all love, Robert G. Ingersoll. 

L. D. Orme. 


Would Woman Suffrage Now Make for 
Liberty? — 
OnrirpicoTHE, O., Nov. 12, um. 294. 

Mr. EprroR: For some time I had con- 
templated giving the friends of liberty 
and progression my opinion (for what it 
is worth) on woman suffrage; but when 
Mrs. Sohwartzs article appeared in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, it so thoroughly agreed 
with my own views that I thought it unnec- 
essary. But since sister Harker has criti- 
cised it, I feel like criticising hers justa 
little. Not but what Mrs. Scliwartz is per- 
fectly capable of defending her own views; 
but my own are so similar, I feel she is 
treading on my corns. Sister Harker says 
she ‘‘fails to find conditions as her friend 
has depicted them,” that such women as 
sister Schwartz describes are exceptions, 
not the rule. 

My friend, are you aware that you liv in 
one of the most Liberal states in the 
Union? Al! the Western states are Lib- 
eral. The West is the home of Liberal- 
ism, while the East is that of conserva- 
tism. ° Come to Chillicothe, O., and you 
will not be able to find one Liberal journal 
or publication on that subject for sale in 
the city; and it is a place of about fifteen 
thousand inhabitants. The principal stock 
of the book-stores consists of cheap sensa- 
tional novels, and it just suits the people. 
An expensiv copy of the Bible and these 
trashy books are all they desire. Trades- 
men always keep what sells; and, when 
you look about our book-stores, you are 
not at all puzzled to discover what it is. 
They keep very few scientific works. You 
generally hav to order what you want in 
that line. I frequently lend books from 
my library; bué can never lend a scien- 
tific book or paper. Those who are Lib- 
eral enough to read such literature claim 
they are too dry and uninteresting. A 
few weeks ago I loaned ‘‘Robert Els- 
mere,” a book that has been very popular 
and had a large sale. The book bas much 
merit to recommend it and then the 
clergy recommended it by denouncing it 
and forbidding their flocks to read it. The 
person to whom I loaned it returned it 
aiter keeping it for weeks, and said it was 
too deep for her. She had read it about 
half through, and stopped. She had read 
to where the solid part of the book came 
in, and stopped. This lady is fifty years 
of age, fairly educated, and of more than 
ordinary intelligence. I cannot lend a 
Liberal book, and if women know I read 
them, they want nothing to do with me. 
Now, my friends, is that encouraging? 
This ‘state of affairs prevails not only in 
Ohio, but throughout the East and South. 
In dress I ‘see but very little reform. 
Stays and corsets are still worn by all 
women. Probably you may now and 
then find a freak of nature, like Dr. Mary 
Walker; but generally those who hav not 
slender waists try to make them to. As 
for tight shoes, there is about as much 
tqueezing as ever. The last time I was in a 


shoe-store (about a month ago), a lady was 
trying on shoes, pulling, sweating, and 
fussing, the dealer chalking her heel try- 
ing to get a shoe on her about two, sizes 
too small. I still see placards in the drug- 
store windows announcing the best prepa- 
ration for ladies’ complexions. I know 


they buy, for their faces look as if they | 


had been in the flour barrel. I agree 
with you that ‘‘woman’s sphere has 
broadened in the last fifty years." They 
hav more book learning than formerly, 
more practical knowledge. They don't 
piece so many quilts, knit so much lace, or 
nurse poodle dogs so much; probably it is 
the pugs they nurse now. It is a dis- 
grace to be seen carrying your six-weeks’ 
old baby on the street, but the hight of 
fashion is to lead or carry a dog. For all 
- woman's increase in knowledge, I should 
not care to trust my life and liberty in her 
hands. The men are making a bad 
enough mess of it; but put the ballot in 
the priest-governed women's hands, and 
farewell to what little liberty we hav. 
The ** strong undercurrent of Liberalism ” 
of which you speak has permeated only 
the educated few. It has not reached the 
moving, throbbing mass of humanity, 
and, my friend, if you think the ancient 
mythology is becoming fossilized or 
frozen, just come to the East, and it is 
my opinion you will change your mind, 
and that speedily. 

You say that bad your friend heard the 
derogatory remarks made by the church 
people as to the policy of bringing religion 
into politics, she would hav been greatly 
encouraged. Well, my friend, had you 
been in Ohio, and heard the president of 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
and one of their most famous lecturers 
cant about Jesus, heard her tell how they 
wrestled and prayed to hav Jesus recog- 
nized in their Constitution, advocate 
prayer, and the return of the Bible to 
the public. schools; and then, had you 
taken their strength into consideration; 
you probably would hav felt about as 
blue as you ever did in your life. You 
Western people are too sanguin. A visit 
to the East or South would take it out of 
you with a vengeance. , 

Are you aware, my friend, that if the 
Prohibition party comes into power, your 
mouth and mine will be shut tight ay wax? 
And are you not also aware that nearly all 
women are Prohibitionists, made so by 
their experience with intemperate hus- 
bands, sons, and brothers? I believe in 
woman's rights; but I do not believe in 
going back to the Dark Ages to giv them 
to her. Some appear to think that the 
ballot is & sure panacea for all woman's 
ills, That is another mistake. It is nots 
cure-all for man’s; on the contrary, it is 
one of the greatest. evils that exist. The 
government is so corrupt that only 
moneyed men are eligible to office. 
Think you women would change this? 
‘No, the wives and daughters of rich men 
would then be elected, and men would 
starve and women sell their virtue for 
bread, as they must do to-day. You 
say, sister Harker, that the women of 
Colorado vote intelligently and independ- 
ently of the ministers. I don’t doubt that; 
but they were free, independent before 
the ballot was put into their hands. Think 
you old Frances Willard and her crew 
would vote intelligently, independently of 
the clergy? And you must remember that 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
is largely represented wherever the Chris- 
tian religion has any influence. Another 
mistake you make, my friend, when you 
say the clergy are not in favor of woman 
suffrage. They are in favor of it; for the 
women are the power behind their throne. 
It is the infiuence of women that keeps 
the church alive. Men are too radical. 
They hav found out that religion is one of 
the unnecessary evils of this existence. 
Many are still dragged to the sanctuary 
by wives, sisters, and mothers, but they 
are fast slipping through the priestly grasp. 
The clergy would rather keep woman in 
ignorance and deprive her of her rights: 
but they dare not. Women are their only 
hope. You think your friend ‘‘ cannot 
surely apprehend any danger from the 
religious serpent at the polls when she 
recognizes its size when compared with 
our strength.” Why, my friend, we hav 
no strength. We hav but a handful when 
compared with them. They are wealthy, 


in untaxed property, while we are almost 
as poor as the Nazarene. We hav perhaps 
a dozen lecturers in the field, and they 
hav their thousands of impudent, sleek — 
preachers. We hav on an average three or 
four organizations in each state, while they 
hav a dozen to every ten miles square. à 

Our only stronghold is our intrench- 
ment behind the Constitution; and they: 
are doing their bestto dislodge us from 
that position, and no doubt would hav ac- 
complished their designs had it not been 
for the valiant work of Mr. Macdonald, 
Putnam, and others. You giv us the sta- 
tistics of the strength of the enemy; if 
you are right, my. experience goes for 
nothing. I know many who are not in 
the church; but I know of more who are 
not outspoken Liberals, but who believe 
in the Bible, and consider the morals of 
the church all that is to be desired. You 
sav & word against the church, and espe- 
cially against the Bible, and they will 
mount their stilts immediately. 

Only those of the educated, progressiv 
class feel the encroachments of the church. 
To the mind of a conservativ there is no. 
oppression about it. You hav to be edu- 
cated to perceive it. You might as well 
point out the beauties of nature to a blind 
man as to point out the tyranny of the 
church or the errors in the Bible to one 
who has never troubled himself to think or 
investigate the matter. The indifferents 
—those outside the church—do not think. 
They don't even trouble about the welfare 
of their souls, which the members of the 
church do. li 

That the Christian religion is declining, 
I admit; but the process is so gradual that 
it is scarcely perceptible. So little ad- 
vancement has been made by the church 
that our liberty is in jeopardy, if not our 
lives. 

Iam a woman, and I naturally desire 
the elevation of my own sex, but not at 
the sacrifice of liberty. We hav had a 
hard struggle for what little we possess. 
Our benefactors hav been ostracized, im- 
prisoned, burned, and tortured in every 
manner fiendish brains could invent; and 
now, shall the sacrifice of their lives and 
liberty be naught? Are we going to put 
the whip in our enemy's hand, and then 
bare our backs to receive the lash? 

Let woman suffrage become a fact all 
over the Union at once, and the theocrat’s 
power will be unlimited. God and Jesus 
Christ will be put in the Constitution; the 
Bible be put back into the public schools, 
and then will begin the reign of terror 
for the Infidel. Are you aware, my friend, 
that the fiuid in a real Christian’s veins is 
not human blood, but vitriol? They hate 
all other religions; but the Infidel they 
hate with a bitter, relentless hatred. They 
never lose an opportunity to insult us. A 
woman, speaking on temperance, and 
woman suffrage last summer, said that ‘‘a 
godless woman made her shudder,” and 
suggested that people with ‘‘ such wicked, 
hesthenish hearts go off to unknown 
lauds, and set up a colony of their kind, 
where they would not contaminate the 
virtuous.” ; ] 

Now, my friend, would you like to put - 
your life and liberty in that woman's 
hands? She is not the exception, but the 
rule. J was the godless woman at which 
she made her coarse fling, the only woman 
in the audience holding those views, and I 
had had a special invitation to this meet- 
ing oh account of my belief in woman 
suffrage. ‘That woman, who claimed to be 
holding the banner of liberty aloft, had 
not enough of common decency to respect 
the opinions of another, and that other 
one of her own sex, for whom she pro- 
fessed to be laboring. You may class me 
with Cardinal Gibbons if you like; but I 
fancy I will not be in any worse company 
than yourself. There are more Christian 
suffragists than Infidel. The Infidel sees 
where it is tending. 

Herreissa M. Cryper. 
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Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
Finer, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tiona for this Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


A Disappointment. 


Little May came in from school, 
All her features were aglow. 
** Miss Trevilla wants us all 
Mother, dearest, may I go? 


“ "Oause she wants to form a band,” 
Ran her happy little song. 
Mother turned to see the clock — 
“ Very well; but don’t be long." 


Too well trained to answer “ Why?" 
May looked up in sad surprise 
Mother, busy, did not see 
Tears were standing in her eyes. 


Alice, waiting at the gate, 
Woudered at the long delay. 

Blowly out upon the porch 
Came the disappointed May. 


“ Hurry, May, or we'll be late. 
Why, you're crying. Whatis wrong?" 
Broken hearted, May replied, 
‘* Mother says I can't belong.” 


—Youth’s Companton 
———— ÁÁÀ9—— —————— 


Thanksgiving. 


Thanksgiving days are of ancient origin. 
Away back in Egypt, after the harvests 
were gathered in and everything housed 
-for the winter, it was the custom to ob- 
serve 8 day of feasting and to hava good 
time all around. They mixed some relig- 
ion with the feasting and laid offerings 
tpon the altar of Isis, as they supposed 

he protected the harvest and gave them 

good crops. The Greeksand the Romans 
too made feasts in honor of the god of har- 
vests, who was called Demeter. They 
held out-of-door sports and games, made 
wreaths of holly and red berries and 
adorned their household gods with them. 

Three thousand years ago the Jews cele- 
brated thanksgiving by a great feast, 
which was called ‘‘the feast of Taber- 
nacle.” It was kept up a whole week, and 
everyone was instructed to eat, drink, and 
be merry. Jerusalem was the place where 
people congregated about this time of the 
year, and there were music, dancing, and 
processions. Little houses were con- 
structed for the people who flocked into 
the city, and there were great displays of 
fruits and flowers. The little children 
were jubilant. Everyone was well fed 
and happiness prevailed. Worship was 
held in the houses, and banquets were 
made every day, while sacrifices were 
. offered to the imaginary gods overhead. 

New England received thanksgiving ob- 
servance from Old England. When the 
harvests were gathered the people in the 
**old country” held a festival and it was 
known as the ‘‘ Harvest Home.” There 
was dancing and racing, jumping, and 
wrestling matches, pitching quoits, and 
indulging in the same games that are prac- 
ticed to-day. At the close there was a 
feast of good things—birds, meats, plum 
puddings, cakes, and cheese. So our New 
England forefathers thought they must 
keep up the good old custom, and after 
gathering in the first harvest, which con- 
sisted of about twenty acres of corn and 
six acres of barley and peas, they made a 
great banquet. The men went hunting 
and secured wild fowl and animals which 
roamed in the thick woods. It wasa sump- 
tuous repast, for wild turkeys, ducks, 
and venison make good dinners any time. 
Their Indian neighbors were invited, it is 
said, and Massasoit and ninety warriors ac- 
cepted the invitation to dinner. The next 
year there was a great drought and no 
harvests to speak of. Then the pilgrims 
prayed and kept it up for ten long hours. 
That night it rained and of course they 
thought it was in answer to their prayers. 
Bradford was governor of the New Eng- 
land colonies then and he ordered a day 
of thanksgiving right off. 

Washington in 1789 proclaimed a day of 
national thanksgiving, and the second 
similar proclamation was ordered in 1795. 
Since President Lincoin’s time the day 
has been national in its observance. 

There seems to hav been always, from 
the?pagans down to the present time, a de- 
sire at the close of the year to celebrate 


harvest time by a day of general rejoicing 
and banqueting, st which time turkeys, 
chickens, and geese are sacrificed; pump- 
kin pies, as well as mince and apple pies, 
cranberries, and other goodies come in 
for a share of attention. Prayers are 
generally ordered in the proclamation, 
but visions of the good dinner in process 
of cooking usually destroys the force of 
the petitions, which are, as a rule, mere 
words. . 

Tt should be our pleasant duty to see 
that no one is neglected at this harvest 
festival, and our own dinner will be more 
enjoyable by supplying, so far as we are 
able, others with something good to eat. 

Sometimes, when we hav met with losses 
and reverses, it seems as if there was very 
little to make us glad and happy. But we 
can geta ray of sunshine here and there 
and rejoice that things are no worse than 
they are. 

From the time of our old Revolution, 

When we threw off the yoke of the king, 
Has descended this phrase to remember, 

To remember, to say, and to sing. 

"Tis a phrase that is full of a lesson, 

It can comfort and warm like a fire, 


It can cheer us when days are the darkest— 
** That things are no worse, O my sire!” 


"Twas King George's prime minister said it, 
To the king, who had questioned in heat 
Whathe meant by appointing thanksgiving 
In such days of ill-luck and defeat. 
** What's the cause of your day of thanks- 
giving? i 
Tell me, pray,” cried the king in his ire. 
Said the minister: ‘‘ This is the reason— 
That things are no worse, O my sire.” 


There has nothing come down in the story 
Of the answer returned by the king; 

But I think on his throne he sat silent 
And confessed it a sensible thing. 


PRESENTS :: FOR 


LLLP DDO 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. DECEMBER 1, 1894. 
erum Ee TREE — ————————À 


@hildren’s Corner. 


For there's never a burden so heavy 
That it might not be heavier still— 
There is never so bitter & sorrow 
-That the cup could not fuller fill. 


And what of care and of sadness 

Our life and our duties may bring, 
There is always the cause for thanksgiving 

Which the minister told to the king. 
"Tis a lesson to sing sud remember, 

It can comfort and warm like a fire, 
Can cheer us when days are the darkest— 
**'That things are no worse, O my sire.”’- 

S. H. W. 
So ———————— 


The God Idea. 


Man in all stages of development has į- 


possessed the faculty of ideality, which is 
developed in degree and direction corre- 
sponding to his general moral and mental 
development. This faculty, in its earliest 
development, desired tangible ideals; so it 
created numerous gods and goddesses, 
each embodying qualities which man then 
most admired. Later on in its develop- 
ment we hay all these qualities concen- 
trated in what is abstractly called ‘‘one 
God.” 

But this god is as numerous as the 
minds which conceive and idealize it. 
Because difference in mind necessitates 
difference in ideals. Therefore we hav a 
tolerant and an intolerant God, a merciful 
and a merciless God, a prejudiced and a 
generous God. Question a man as to the 
nature of his God and his answer will be 
an infallible index to his own nature. God 
is simply the highest ideal which each man 
creates, each person's God being but the 
reflection of his own moral and mental 
qualities. Incidentally he makes this ideal 
accountable for what he cannot under- 
stand. : 

We hav seen what the God idea means 
in its general sense; let us see what it 
should mean to Freethinkers in particular. 
Christ is reported to hav said that we can- 
not put new wine into old bottles. But 
Freethinkers may keep the old term 


**(od," and put new and better mèan- 
ing into it. Let it stand as the Free- 
thinker’s ideal of every desirable mental, 
moral, and physical quality, an ideal not- 
to be worshiped from afar, but to be real- 
ized in himself. 

He need not dispense with conventional 
forms, but he should put new meaning into 
them. Ruskin says, ‘‘There is a true 
church wherever one hand meets another 
helpfully;” so he may worship in church 
at any time. Let every day see him striv- 
ing to realize in himself his ideal; then 
truly shall he see himself in God. 

Emma SToCKINGER. ° 

Versailles, Ind. n 


[But Jesus said, **Put new wine into new 
bottles, and both are preserved.”—Proof- 
reader. | 

a — 
Correspondence. 


Minronp, Mass., Nov. 16, 1894, ` 

Dear Miss Wixon: I saw in the Chil- 
dren's Corner of Tue TRUTH NEEKER of 
Nov. 10 a letter from Lillian G. Bond, in 
which she says that she does not think 
that she is a Freethinker. I think she is, 
but does not know it. 

Jnaletter which my mother wrote me 
on my last birthday, she said: ''Free- 
thinker does not mean that you believe or 
do not believe any one thing, except that 
you are free to think for yourself. 

** A Freethinker believes we hav a right 
to think on any subject, and need not take 
anything as true because it is in any book 
or taught by any church. 

‘“ Now the thing to do is, to prove that 
being free to think is an advantage to us, 
and that we can liv better and be better. 
with free minds than we would be if we 
merely accepted what someone said." 

Miss Boyd says that the smartest peo- 
ple she knows are Freethinkers, and I 
think this shows that thinking for our- 
selvs will make us smart men and women, 

Yours truly, BERTHA F. JOHNSON. . 


Inselecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 


Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. A Libera) book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev= 
eral persons. . 

We have quite a number of books appropriatel 
bound for Holiday purchasers, and we will pac. 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 


THE :: HOLIDAYS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. From 


Columbus to Ingersoll By Samuel P. 
Putnam. 141 full-page half-tone por- 
traits of the most eminent Freethinkers 
and phiiosophers. living and dead, of the 
past four hundred years. Large octavo, 
1165 pages, «ilt sides and back, marbled 
edges. Price, #5. T à 


Right Living. By Susan H. Wixon. Eth- 
ics as Understood by a Student of Science. 
“Right Living " is we!l bound in cloth 
and printed on £ood pgper. Price, $1. 

A n Unotficia! Patriot. A Historical Story 
of the Civil War. By Helen H. Gardener. 
Oloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 

Tre Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, 82. 

ld Testame’t Stories Comicaily Illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, $6.50: leather, 
MP dae $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


n World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 

Tre Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 
Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

[rgersotrs Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. 

[ngerso!!' s Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
ome Mistakes of Moses: Interviews on 
almage; What Must We Do to Be Saved? 

Blasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 

1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 


L^*- A Prose Poem. ByR. G. Ingersoll. 


In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll 22x28. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 ce rts. | 


all good books for the purpose : 


4 


Photograph Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 


50 cents. 


Avples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Giltstamp. $1.25. 


All! A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


[/oltaire's Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half ca‘f, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

[^"^ and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

Jhe Story Hou® An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Bu- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children's Story-book 
ever issued 66 full-page illustrations and 
25smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 

Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


prt n's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
oo Gage. Leather, $3; cloth. gilt top, 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in, the," Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


Force and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $8; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


Dynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Oloth, $2.75. 

Jj essons From the World of Matter and the 
World of Man, By Theodore Parker, 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 

Asteep and Awake. A new Liberal nbvel. 


By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
back stamp, $1 


Cosmian Hymn Book. With music to all 


the. songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


nas” For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. sow 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Jfew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tur 
Taurg SEEKER Oompany, at the price 
named. 


RELIGION AND THE Bere. By F, D, 
Cummings. 12mo., pp. 3814; price, 
cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. New York: 
The Truth Seeker Oo. ig 
This book is the product of years of 

thought, study, and candid examination. 

The old myths one by one faded from the 

suthor's mind before the penetrating and 

all.diffusing light of reason and common 


gense. 

.In the fifteen chapters presented the 
author givs his honest opinion regarding 
God, man, and the devil; shows that the 
. Bible flatly and often contradicts its state- 

' ments; that the expectations of the He- 
brews were not fulfilled in the coming of 
Jesus; that Jesus is no more the son of 
God than any other man; that the Christ 
spirit exists in other men; that the teach- 
ings of Socrates, Plato, Buddha, and 
omer are superior to the teachings of 


esus. : 

In the Bible Mr. Cummings sees a mix- 
ture of good and ill. He finds words of 
mercy and love, also words more cruel 
and relentless than the grave. . 

This book ‘will well repay perusal. 


Especially is it adapted to the needs of 
those who are thinking themselvs out of 


the mazes of religious superstitions, To 


such it is an excellent help. It is interest- | 


ing from beginning to end and a valuable 
addition to every library. It contains 314 


pages, is well printed and well bound, and 


is alike creditable to author and publisher. 

Tun BrerrgR Wonnp. By Dr. E, B. South- 
wick. 12mo., pp. 375; price, paper, 50 
cents; cloth, $1. 
Seeker Company. 


This is such an odd book you cannot 
help laughing when you read, and when 
you hav read a few chapters,and think 


you will read no more, you will find your- 
self reading straight on till you reach the 
end of the last chapter. 


The author endeavors to portray an ideal 


community where men and women are 
equal in every respect, and the women are 
more than equal; where there are no law- 
yers, doctors, preachers, or professors; 
where they always do right and never do 
wrong. e people are described as hav- 
ing fingers growing from their noses, a 
curious sight to behold. They learn from 
each other, and every one works for the 
universal good. There are original ideas 
of education, geology, chemistry, philoso- 
phy, and hints on medical science, and the 
science of health. 

In this dreamland, Dr. Southwick found 
8 congenial mate who accompanied him on 
his excursions. The interest in these fan- 
cies of a better world, situated in the land 
of Nowhere, is well maintained, but wheth- 
er human beings, such as we see about us, 
could be happy in such a world is still an 
open question. Every one of the 375 
pages is interesting, and the book contains 
much wit and wisdom mingled with its 
curiously interwoven facts and fancies. 
It is published by the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany, in good style and low price, bring- 
it within reach of everybody. = 7 

Susan H. Wrxon. 


“The Better World,” by E. B. South- 
wick, M.D., isa bit of highly imaginativ 
fiction that places the reader in touch with 
a peculiar people who are simply loaded 
down with virtues. The story may please 
those who long for the unattainable, and 
who hope that the millennium will arrive 
in their time. Published by the Truth 
Seeker Company, New York.— Wisconsin. 

“The Better World," by E. B. South- 
wick, M.D., is a fanciful visit of a doctor 
to a better world, showing a people in the 
enjoyment of life as an intelligent, matter- 
of-fact community should; a race of beings 
to whom selfishness, avárice, and fear are 
unknown; a nation of people far advanced 
in civilization and in all the sciences, all 
free and equal, and enjoying the same 
privileges and the same rights. Men and 
women are equalin every respect. They 
work together, play and study together, 
and what one learns is told to all. They 
hav no doctors, lawyers, preachers, nor 
professors; and by observing a regular 
diet and exercise, are never sick, and as 
they. always do right, they need no law to 
enforce justice. bey all work, so each 
has little to do, and hav no wealth, see- 
ing no value in money. H those reading 
this book can learn how to improve their 
own situation, the object of the work will 
be attained. : 

The Truth Seeker Company of New 
York hav also issued the forty-third work 
of their library, entitled ''Heligion and 
the Bible,” by F. D. Oummings. This 
volume is presented to the public as the 
result of a number of years of thought and 
examination. It dissects the apparent 
errors and contradictions in the Bible and 


‘| also in other religions, 


New York: The Truth 


in and givs the au- 
thor’s ideas of the meaning to be attached 
to them, and also to the source of the 
errors.” For sale by the publishers.— 
Baltimore American, 
gs a E 
Books Received. 


Animals’ Rights. By H. S. Salt. With 
an essay on Vivisection in America, by 
Albert Leffingwell, M. D. New York: 
Macmillan & Oo. Oloth, 12mo., 176 pp. 

. Price, 75 cents. ` 

The Evolution of Woman. By Eliza Burt 

Gamble. New York: G. P. Putnam’s 

Cloth, 12mo., 350 pp. Price, 


octavo, 377 pp. Price, $3. 

The Gospel of Buddha. By Paul Carus. 
Chicago: The Open Court Publishing 
Oo. Oloth, 12mo., 275 pp. Price, $1.50. 

| History of Bohemia. By Charles H. 
Vickers. Chicago: Charles H. Sergel 
Company. Oloth, octavo, 763 pp. Illus- 
trated. Price, $3.50. 

The Redemption of. the Brahman. By 
Richard Garbe. -Chicago: The. Open 
Court Publishing Oo. . Cloth, 12mo., 82 
pp. Price, 75 cents. .- 

Fundamental Problems.. By Paul Carus. 
Chicago: The  Réligion: of ‘Science 
Library, the Open Oourt Publishing 
.Qo. Paper, 373 pp. Price, 50 cents. 

On Double Consciousness. By Alfred 
Binet. Ohicago: The Religion of Sci- 
ence Library, the Open Court Publish- 
ing Oo. Paper, 93 pp. Price, 15 cents, 

The Nature of the State. By Paul Carus. 
Chicago: The Religion of Science 
Library, the Open. Oourt Publishing 
Oo. Paper, 56 pp. Price, 15 cents. 

The Ohild of Democracy. By Corydon 
Ford. Ann Arbor, Mich.: On sale with 
John V. Sheehan & Oo. Paper, 283 pp., 
with appendices. Price, 50 cents. 

Pictures of the Future. By Eugene Rich- 
ter. New York: Paragon Library of 
Modern Books, the Optimus Printing 
Co. Paper; 19) pp. Price, 50 cents. 

Good and Evil: A Discussion of One 
Problem Arising from the Recognition 
of Good and Evil. By Aaron M. Crane. 
Boston: Alfred Mudge & Son, Printers. 
Paper, octavo, 51 pp. Price, 25 cents. 

An Atheist at Church. By George Stand- 
ring. London: Robert Forder. Paper, 
44 pp. Price, 15 cents. 

The Lawyer. By A Member of the Bar. 
New Braunfels, Texas: The Comal Pub- 
lishing Co. Paper, 68 pp. Price, 20 
cents. 

Life and Hesling: A Segment of Spirit- 
onomy. By Holmes W. Merton. Bos- 
ton: Published by the Author, 212 
Columbus ave. Paper, 49 pp. Price, 
50 cents. 

Freidenker- Almanach for 1895.  Mil- 
waukee: Freidenker Publishing Co. 
Paper, 121 pp. Price, 25 cents. 


A CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY. 

Isaw one of yonr snbscribers tell in yonr col- 
nmns & few weeks ago how she made money sell- 
ing Dish Washers. I wrote to the Iron City Dish 
:Washer Oo, E. E. Pittsburg, P&., and obtained 
one of their Dish Washers and tried it myself 
first. Itis just lovely; yon can wash and dry the 
dishes for & family in two minntes, withont 
tonching yonr hands to a dish or putting them in 
hot water, I made the first day, 85, and every- 
-body wanted a Dish Washer jnst as soon as they 
saw me wash their dishes. Since then I hay 
made as high as $18 a day, and I believe that I 
can get enongh money to keep my brother in 
school this winter and have money in the bank 
too. Any lady or gentleman can do as well as I 
am doing, I am sure, as I had no experience, 
When everybody wants to bny,it is not hard to 
sell. Anyone can get information by writing the 
above firm, and I am glad to add my experience, 
because I think it is my duty to others to help 
them ug the hard times. VIRGINIA HERNE. 

1 


WANTED. To correspond with 
young lady of good moral character, between the 
&gcs of 20 and 25; those interested in the stndy of 
literature. music, and human natnre preferred. 

4t48 Address C. A. LINDSAY, Butte, Mont. 


L. K, Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are, thirty-nine poor, 
hroken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
aminister’s praying God to kill grasshop r8, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religons Problems. Price, 10 cents. 
Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public. Schools and the Catholie 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THOMAS PAINE; 
WAS HE JUNIUS? 


-By W. H. BURR. 
Second edition, enlarged to 32 pages; with the 
engraved likeness of Paine. Price,10 cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


ASELF-MOVING LOCOMOTIVE, 15 CENTS. 
msy Handsomely finished, made of metal, 
strong wheels, gilt boiler, black smoke 
tp stack, bright colored cab with 4 win- 
dows. hen wound up ruus loug 
` reat amuse~ 
[ . By farthe cheapest 
ZS locomotive made, and a marvel of 
strength and beauty. Parents should buy one for the children, 
Mention this paper, and send 19. cents m. stamps and we wil 
send Locomotive, and our story paper, $ mon! ost=pal 
‘R.A WHITNEY, Boz 8180, Boston, Masse 


Books by Helen H. Gardener. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


Men, Women and Gods, 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


The Truth. Seeker Library. 


The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and Re- 
formers. The Biographies of three hun- 
dred of the most distinguished teachers and 
philosophers (who were not Christians), from 
the time of Menu to the present. By D. M. Ben- 
nett. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, $3; Teather, $4 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry into 

- thereality o? divine revelation. Decidedly the 
most thorough and exhanstive work on the 
claims of snpernatnralism ever written. By F. 
W. Newman, Emeritus Professor of the London 
University. 1.115 pages, Svo. In cloth, #4; 
leather, $5; morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Inclnding The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Reply to_Bishop of Llandaff, Let- 
ters to Mr. Erskine, Essay on Dreams, Letter 
to Camille Jordan, The Religion of Deism. 
Common Bense, The Crisis, and the Rights of 
Man; the whole preceded by the Life of Paine, 
and a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
en $3; leather, $4; morooco, gilt edges, 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An ex- 
amination of the Oreeds, Rites, and Sacred 
writings of the World. By Visconnt Amberley, 
son o the late Lord John Russell, twice Pre- 
mier of England. Oomplete from the London 
edition. 745 pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient and 
Modern Times. Vol. I gives a full ac- 
connt of all the gods the nations of the earth 
have worshiped, including Jehovah, Satan, the 
Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, Virgin Mary, and the 
Bible. 835 pages, 8vo. Vol. describes fully 
All religious systems of ihe world, including 
Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Christianity; 
thelatter occupying 873 Des being fnlly gone 
into. 949 pages. By D. M. Bennett. rit- 
ten in prison at Albany. In cloth, $8 per vol. 
ume. or $5 for the two volumes; in leather, $7; 
in morocco, gilt edges, $8. 


The foregoing volnmes are called “The Trnth 
Seeker Library." If all are ordered together and 
sent by express, one dollar will be dedncted from 
the price of each 


All are architects of fate 
Working in these walls of time 
Some with massiv deed and great, 


Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 


à Fascinating Story of Radical Trutns or | HU MOR, 


Religion and Social Matters. 


Price oth, @1: paner. KA aents. 


An Unofficial Patriot. 


A HISTORICAL STORY OF THE CIVIL WAR. 


The literary hit of the | season.— Chicago Times. 


Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL. 
| Paper, 50 cents. 


Prise, oloth, $1. 


Pushed hy Unseen Hands, 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


CONTENTS: 


A Bplendid Jndge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
Oinb—Under Protest —For the Prosecntion—A 
Rnsty Link in the Ohain—The Boler Honse 
Mystery—The Time-Lock of Our 

cestors — Florence Osmpbell's 
Fate—My Patient’s Fate. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Facts and Fictions of Life. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


CONTENTS? 

Preface—The Fiction of Fictions—A Day in Conrt 
—Throwa in With the Oity’s Dead—An Irre- 
sponsible Edncated Class—The Moral Re- 
spOnsibillty of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex—Sex in Brain— 
Heredity in its Relations to & 
Donble Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the Pro- 
posed National Law . 

—Lawsnit or Leg- 
acy—Common 
ense in 


Surgery. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 
the Bible. ` 


Every Woman Should Read It 


and 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends. 
Price, 10 cents. Address this office. 


A SECULAR MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL RITUAL 
COLLECTION OF SECULAR HYMNS. 


By A. R. AYRES. 
** A good book written with a purpose.” 
Price, % cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address 


SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO 
Tingle the Priest 
TO WHIOH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 


. Ey L. G. REED. Dc 
Price, - - - - - 15 cents. 
‘Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Vl., New York, 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Groras J. ROMANES. 


A gystomatio Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism ot Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fessed naturalists. 

_ Mr. Romanes is well known as one of the most 
interesting of Fnglisk writers npon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Hnxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
bis conclusion regar vng the great subject of 
Design. to which the "t urchi so often refers: 
‘Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beanty, everywhere throngh- 
nut organic nature we meet with abnndant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
upernatural design. . . ,Adaptation and 
beauty are slike receiving their explanation at 
*he hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generationin a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been posible; 
and inasmuch as the change which has tsken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of natnre nniversal, it 
is no wonder if the religions mind has snddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in tha 
words gf ite traditionat enemy—W here is now 


thy God? H 
{ilustrated. Price, cloth, $2. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


a 


The Bible Analyzed. Oloth, octavo, 838 
pages, $3. 

Deity Analyzed. Oloth, iZmo, $1.00. 
“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 12mo, 
198 pages, 50c. š 

Spiritnalism Sustained. Ghoth, 12min, 
945 pages, $1. " 


Universe Araiyssi, $1, 
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Gems o x &hought. 


Humanity 


Rerraron says Humility. 
says Dignity.— Emile Leclercq. 


IaNoRANCE is the great mother of assur- 
ance and undoubting confidence. —Lee. 


I po not ask that my opponent be of my 
opinion; but I may fairly expect him to 
be of his own.— Zalleyrand. 


Wz know who is benevolent, by quite 
other means than subscriptions to soup 
societies.—Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


Tre writer of the Apocalypse turned the 
very moon into blood; but evidently not 
before the said moon had turned his head. 

^ —Saladin. 


Hz saw at the art museum an old rufian 
who looked at the pictures and was morally 
disgusted with them. His name is The- 
Man-with- the-Dirty- Spectacles, for the 
dirt that he finds he brings with him.— 
William Busch. 


One must not count on any exertion of 
intellect on the part of one's readers. 
They must be told straight out what one 
intends, or they miss the point—though 
as plain as the conclusion of a syllogism. 
—James Anthony Froude. 


UNQUESTIONABLY among monstrous be- 
liefs one of the most monstrous is that 
while for a simple bandicraft, such as 
shoe-making, a long apprenticeship is 
needful, the sole thing which needs no 
apprenticeship is making a nation’s laws! — 
Herbert Spencer. 


Ministers wonder how I can be wicked 
enough to attack the Bible. I will tell them: 
This book, the Bible, has persecuted, 
even unto death, the wisest and best. 
This book stayed and stopped the onward 
movement of the human race. This book 
poisoned tho fountains of learning and 
misdirected the energies of man.— Robert 
G. Ingersoll. f 


For since the first, fierce morning of time 
with its toils and tears, 
Down through the dim, long vista of fleet 
and fugitiv years, 
I see but one black picture, ’twixt the 
cradle and coffin-bed, ; 
Of conquering knaves, 
And cowering slaves, 
And the doom that struck them dead. 
` —Kenneth Lamar. 


Arr the fighters, from the unscrupulous 
politician of the low type, who consents to 
trick or flatter for the advantage of him- 
self or his party, up to the dynamiter who 
seeks to terrorize society for the sake of 
views of which he himself has but a slight 
understanding, are all fighting together 
in one vast army to render true progress 
impossible. Progress can never be won 
by the weapons of trickery, fiattery, or 
terrorism. The use of all such weapons 
weans the wearisome passage from one set 
of evils to another. — Hon. Auberon 
Herbert. 


Evzry step of progress that the world 
has made has been from scaffold to scaffold 
and from stake to stake. It would hardly 
be exaggeration to say that all the great 
truths relating to society and government 
hav been first in the solemn protests of 


$679,694,439. 


pee 


By the censns of 189), the 
above is the valne of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxatitn? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Onr pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Eqnality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from, the Oensns of 1890, 
the Valne, by Denominations, of Ohnreh Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and ‘lerritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominational 
Gronps. Also, mach other mat'er of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based npon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kina pnb- 
lished. In no other work are the iacts, fignres, 
and argnments to be fonnd. The fignres. being 
derived from the Government Cenens of 1890. wili 
not te snperseded nntil the censns of 1900 shall 
have been om — probably abont eignt 
years hence. Theargnments are nnanswe: able 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so ion 
as the injnstice of church exemption is snffere 
to exist. : FEN 

By single copies the price is 16 cents, bnt as the 
work is pnblished specially for distribut on by 
those who favor jnstice in taxation the following 
redactions are made: 


Ten copies. - - - - $1.00 
Pitty copies, uL "le - 450 
One hundred copies - , - - 8.00 
Larger quantities at special rates. 

‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. 


martyred patriotism, or the loud cries of 
crushed and starving labor. The law has 
been always wrong. Government began 
in tyranny and force, began in the feudal- 
ism of the soldier and the bigotry of the 
priest; and the ideas of justice..and 
humanity hav been fighting their way 
like a thunderstorm against the organized 
selfishness of human nature.— Wendell 
Phillips. 


Tr [asceticism] has despised the beauti- 
ful. It has taught that love of scenery, 
love of the exquisit human form, love of 
fiction, of the drama, of music, of pictures, 
of statuary, of decoration, sare mere 
worldly gauds. It has elevated a false 
ideal of what it calls ‘‘the spiritual.” It 
has made men believe that to be much en- 
gaged in the rapt contemplation of its own 
imaginary deities, its saints and martyr- 
doms, its glories and its heavens, is the 
highest thing in human existence. It has 
preferred the syllable Om, or that blessed 
word Mesopotamia, to Pheidias and 
Michael Angelo. As & consequence, the 
most religious life has been as a rule the 
lowest, the barest, the squalidest, the least 
beautiful All really ennobling and ele- 
vating agencies hav been steadily refused 
by it. he Hindoo fakir, the Catholic 
monk, the Thibetan devotee, the English 
Puritan, are alike in this, that they hate 
and despise every object on earth that can 
enrich the life of man with sublime and 
glorions images, To the British Dissenter 
poetry is wicked, the theater is w cked; 
the nude in art is dangerous; painting 
and sculpture are stumbling blocks music 
is worldly; nothing is sacred save the 
preaching in Little Bethel and the singing 
of hymns around the untuned piano on 
Sunday evening.—Grant Allen. 


In the nature of things, 
, SAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


ContENTS—The Pagan Roots of Christianity. 
The Borrow:ngs of Christianity. he Evolntion 
of the Christian Trinity. + riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. A Mediey cf Gospels. Wanted, 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's'* Evidences of 
Christianity” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paut. Did Jesus Kise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? 'l'he First four Christian Centn- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn oi 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 

Price. Cloth. $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


BRAIN ~ BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 

This is the only work of its kind i i = 
ture of Freethonght. Its arguments nd p 
npon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloqnent as well as convincing. 

Price.cloth.$1. ^ Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 1, 1894. 


(& A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 


Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible. If. God and the Devil. III. Is the Bible Con- 


tradictory? IV. 


the Secon 


What Does the Bible Teach Regardin 
X. How 


side the Bible. IX What Is the sible? 
Bible? XII. Belief. 


Pnnishmeni, XY. Immortality. XVI 


Jesns—Was He the Fnifillment of Hebrew Prophecy and Expectancy? V. 
the Teacher of Highteonsness. VI Did the Disciples Look for an Immediate Resnrrection? 


Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. 
. Concinsion. 


Jesus 
Coming of Christ? VII. The Christ Spirit Ont- 

an Advances. . Why Do Men Cling to the 
XIII. Is There a God? XIV. Reward and 


A Book that should be in the pands of all who seek the Light. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 


The Truth Seeker, New York. 


Remsbure’s Book on Lincoln. 


ABRAHAM 


LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most, noted controversies of the centnry has been waged over the question of 


Abraham Lincoln's religions belief. 


Soon after the remains of America's most ilinstrions son were 


laid to rest at Springfield. one of his biographers, Dr. Helland, pnt forward the claim that he was a 


Christian. The claim was promptly denied 
again, and again denied. E I 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. 

For fifteen years 


Remsbnrg has been collecting. material for his work. 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which mnst thi 


y the dead statesman’s friends, bnt only to be renewed 
nd thns for & qnarter of a century the qnestion of Lincoln’s belief has 


k. He presents an 
nt this qnestion at rest ` 


forever. In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refnted, he addnces the testimony of more than a hnndred witnesses in 


proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a 


Christian. These witnesses inclnde his wife and other 


relatives; his-three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet;. his principal 


biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 


oth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


J.D. Shaw's Books. |FOR 


‘The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- 
taining eight chapters in refntation of the 
‘assumption that the Bible is a divine book of 

ure thought, and correct in all its utterances 
rice, 25 cents. = 


Studies Iu Theology. A clear exposition 


biblical st f man’s “creation,” and 
Gt the pheolaginatle denominated “ tho fall.” 


- Price, 10 cents. E 
The Bible Against Itself. Containing 
one hnndred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible,involving qnestions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A debe 
di ti at he was a divine 
tion oF ine that he was tho fulfillment of Old 
Testament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 

Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and piati PTS EL 

Addre T 
"ds Lafayette place, New York. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradietions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Qnotations from Scriptare, withont 
comment. 40,000s0ld. Price, 15 cents. 

Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike 
Holy. A Controversy with the Rev 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price. 20c 


Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 


pere conld not write, etc. Price, 20cents, 


Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 

Junius, Casea, Common Sense, and Thomas 
Paine. Arefutation of M.- D. Conway’s 
objections to the identification of Paine as 
Junias &ud Casca. Price, 5 cents. 

e83 TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


HER DAILY BREAD. 


A Nineteenth Century Novel. 


Preface by R. 6. INGERSOLL, 


For Her Daily Bread is the story of two yonng 

irls and a younger brother who were left parent- 
ess, with a little money, fair edncation,.and 
mnch conrage, to make their way throngh the 
world by going to Chicago. The anthor is also 
the heroine. The narrative is, in the main, a his- 
tory of a working-girl’s life and experience in the 
city of Chicago among blnff bnsiness-men, kind- 
hearted folks, and disrepntable hypocrits. It is 
just snch a story of hnman life as we shonld ex- 
pect Colonel Ingersoll to be interested in; and 
whatever he admires and appreciates is sure to 
be worth the attention of the rest of the world. 
Price, 25 cents. Address À 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


_ Of: this valnable book the London * Free- 
thinker” says: ‘It is by far the best production. 
of Mr Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the snbject. "The. 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along On an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SV EKER, 
28 Lefayette Pl., New York. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Stndent of Science. Cloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Papers 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800 pp-, $1. 

Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. ' 12mo, 883 pp-, $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Withont Snpersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children's Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page ilinstrations'and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper. broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F W. Newman. ` Price 9260ents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Roaring Lion on the Track, 


By M.. BABOOOK. 
Price, . LJ LI LI 


10 cent 
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Jot for Parsons. 


Tux Lord takes care of his own; but the 
church trustees still put lightning rods on 
the steeple.— Puck, 


Ir all the men who expect to go to 
heaven do go, it will be a mighty depress- 
ing place for some of us who may get there 
by chance.—Puck 


Lrrrue Jenss: ‘Say, mamma, is this 
earth God's footstool?" Mamma: ** Yes, 
dear." Little Jennie: ‘‘My! He must 
hav awful big feet.” 


Mrs. Jonus: ** There goes Mr. Gray. 
He's an octogenarian.” Mrs. Robinson: 
** Aye you sure of that? I hav always un- 
derstood he was a Unitarian."— Boston 
Transcript, 


‘© Wat's that big building over there, 
Wallie?" asked the visitor, pointing to the 
monastery that stood near Wallie’s home. 
“That,” said Wallie, proudly, at the 
thought of telling something they didn’t 
know; ** that is the monstrosity.” 


Sunpay-scHoon TEACHER: ''Oan you 
imagin anything more wonderful than this 
miracle of the whale swallowing Johah?" 
Johnny: ‘* Yes, I sir, can!” Sunday- 
school Teacner: ‘* Well, what is it?" 
: “Jonah swallowing the whale, 


A Texas Sunday-school teacher asked a 
pupil how many sacraments there were. 
“There ain't any more left.”  ‘* Why, 
what do you mean?” ‘Well, I hear that 
our sick neighbor received the last sacra- 
n yesterday, 80 there can't be any 
e 


‘FREDDIE, when you said your prayers 
last night didn't you ask God to make you 
a good boy?" **'Yes, mamma.” ‘* Well, 
you've been as bad as ever to-day.” 
“But, mamma, you can’t blame me if 
God doesn’t do just what I ask him."— 
Life's Calendar. 


FATHER Ryan (to parishioner): ''It's a 
long time since I hav seen you at confes- 
sion, Pat." Pat: ''Yis, father, but fur 
the lahst six months Oi hav had nothin’ to 
confiss.” Father Ryan: ‘‘That is impos- 
sible, Pat. Even the angels would hav 
sinned in that time. I go to confession 
three simes a week, and find plenty to con- 
fess,” Pat: “The more shame to you, 
father.” —Boston Investigator. 


A SMALL New Yorker had been having 

` a day of unmitigated outrageousness, such 
as all children who do not die young are 
likely to hav at times; and when he was 
ready for bed his mother said to him: 
“ When you say your prayers, Georgie, 
ask God to make you a better boy. You 
hav been very naughty to-day.” The 
youngster accordingly put up his petitions 
in the usual form, and then: before closing 
with '*Amen," he added: ‘‘And please, 
God, make me a good boy.” He paused a 
second, and then, to the utter consternation 
of his mother, concluded with unabated 
gravity: ‘‘ Nevertheless, not my will, O 
Lord, but thine be done!” — Providence 
Journal. 


HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOREVER. 


‘The infinit nothing, Jehovah the Ghost, 
Condensed to a sentient, unfortunate host, 
Just all for. the pleasure of seeing them 
roast— 
: -For his mercy endureth forever. . 
Oreation he cunningly planned to contain 
Disproofs.of design, " toa man witha 
rain; ` 
And damns those who see them to infinit 
pain— 
For his. meroy endureth forever. 


When Eve in the orchard the apples did | 


pluck, 
The God who tabooed them ran madly 
amuck; 


He blasted ‘and cursed, and his curses hay. 


stuck— 
For his mercy endureth forever. 


The Lord was enraged with the blood- 
guiltless Oain 
For E harmless fruit, cabbage, and 


Instead of an animal writing in pain— 
For his mercy endureth forever, 


God published a tale of a girl and a ghost, 
ot devils in pigs, and his son on a post, 


Beware of Ointments for Catarrh that 
Mereury, 


as mercury will surely destroy the sense of smell 
and completely derange the whole system when 
entering it through the mucous surfaces. Such 
articles should never be usea except on prescrip- 
tions from reputable Vi the wot as the damage 
they will do is ten fold to the | od you can pos- 
sibly derive from them 's Catarrh Oure, 
manufactured by F J. Grane & Oo., ‘Toledo, O., 
contains no morcury, and is taken internalıy, act- 
ing direotiy upon the blood and mucous surfaces 
of the system, In buying Hall's Catarrh Cure be 
sure you get the genuine, It is taken internaliv 
and is mads in Lo edo, Ohio, by F. J. Cheney & 
Co. Testimonials free. 

WF” Sold by Druggists, price, 75c., per bottle. 


And ordered our race to belive it or roast — 
For his mercy endureth forever. 


This scheme of redemption is only a sham, 
No sensible man ean believe in the lamb; 
God means all his sensible creatures to 
damn— 
For his mercy endureth forever. 
The blackos conception of all that's ac- 
curs’ 
The vilest reflection of man at his worst, 
Was Yahveh the bloated, whom scienca 
has burst, 
And reduced to a by-word forever. 
G. L. Mackenzie, in London Freethinker. 


cures Cuts, Burns, 
Catarrh, Sore Throat 
and ALL PAIN. 


A good thing is always imitated ; poor 
ones never. There are many worthless 
imitations of POND’S EXTRACT. If 
you want to be CURED ` ` 


BEWARE or SUBSTITUTES 
WHICH DO NOT CURE. 


BORA 


Something > 
UITE NEW & UN NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
` By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 
O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres. 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 


| where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 


go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
‘be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


lIs Suicide 


A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 


Letters and Replies from Em- | 


inent Men. With a Startling 


Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schonenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


_ The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


The Better World. 


: Self-Contradictions of the Bible. 


Lectures and Essays | 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Portrait and Bosra hical Sketch by 
G. STAN: RING. 


Contents—Two Runs Man and the 
Lower Animals. Design and Natural Selection. 
Bible, amore: or, True Blasphemy. Health, 
‘Wealth, ™ Po fp cod doe Bible Saints and Sin- 
ners. p cloth, 50 cen 

. " Address TRUTH SEEKER, 
. 28 Drt Place, New York. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


Ancient Votces 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling kev- 
elations. 

—0— 
Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin. 


[ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price. -- - - $1.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 

: elegant binding, one hundred and forty-one 
portraits, $ 


| Church Property: Should It be Exempt 


fromTaxation? Reasons Why It Should Not. 


Paper, 15 cents. 
A dip into the future 
of mankind on earth. By DE E. B. South- 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Religion and the Bible. An old subject 
in the light. of modern thought. By F. D. 
Oummings. Paper, on ei cloth, $1. 
Jingles and Prose. t. Fun, and Sar- 
casm. By L. G. pats koe 15 cents. 
Remodeling the Government. With. Re- 
marks on the Bib e and the Liquor Busines:, 
the Christ Principle, etc. By W. L. Wilhs. 
Paper, 10 cents. 
Thumbscrew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially ty prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
aper, 10 cents. 
Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By Jobn E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 
Hi 


Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
tratoa. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents 

Religion a Curse, a Lie and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 15 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 centa. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. S. 
Bell Oloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 


x — zo — 


Provethatthe Pursuit of Miesenrei is the sine - 


ua non of Intellectual, and Social 
Development and that ihe. Promotion of 
Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthrop and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz. LLB 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Tae. to rr Kouros. 5 By d acob Hartmann, M.D. 

o : Paper. 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Oloth. $1; paper, 50 ceuts 

Woman, Church, and State, By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth. 192; er 

The Chureh and Freethought. y Frank- 
lin Steiner Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper. 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


"he Bible of Nature: A Contribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. 

fhe secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. 

Physical Education; or, The Health-Laws 

Nature. Cloth. 81. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organısm. Cloth, 81. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. Illus. 


trated by H. F Faber, Cloth 
ated p dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Latevatte place. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED |. 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Prica.15 cen te. Address this off e» 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. DM 


Price, paper, 35 cents; cloth, 75 cente. 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reiehwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


FRUITS and VEGETABLES 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS. 


SPECIALTIES: 

California Fruits, Bauanas, Oranges, Lemons, 
Cranberries, Pineapples, rape, 
Peaches, Pears, Plums, Mel- 
ons, Appies, Berries. 


Potatoes. Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 
toes, O Mery, Beets, Carrots, Turnips, 
Popsorn, Squash Orab Ap- 

ples, Ree Piant 


234 So. Water St., Chicago. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION. 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
Br J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price, 95 canta. Addresa Tar TROTH Seeker. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LIT THA LE FOLKS. 


By MES. E, D, SLENKER, 
R^erda. ^ - 5 um 


«o conta, 


Y DO YOU WANT IT 2$ 


Salesmen Wanted in every gounty, sala! or com- 
0 experience ariff Bill gives 

rofits, active men apply quickly stating 
d territory wanted. Manufacturers, 
x 6808, Boston, Mass. 


A CRAND DISCOVERY ! 


WANTED. ,—AÀ live man or woman in every 
county where we havo not already secured & 

re resentative to sell our “Nevada Siver” 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Bpoons to 

asolid metal white as silver 

wear off; goods guaranteed to wear a 

about one-tenth t ator ollvary the 


time; agents ayerage fro 
meet with ready sales eve: 
d for our Solid Meta 
Dollars’ worth in da! i 


Free. Adéress Standa 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, M 


metres 


a E: RAE TIONS saplta Alea, 


i ret Home Amusement, 25 ers Catalogus 
MCALLISTER, Mfr. Opticians. AO Naasau Ste Ma 


PICTORIAL WORK 
GLASS CARDS, SILK BANNERS, 
Ere tor DUPLICATE SIGNS 


GIVEN FOR 
J, U, MANUTH, 210 Blue Island Aves; Chicago.. 


one “a Ls for p 


8t48 


A Rare Chance to get first-class 
Freethought Sto, Sto y Books of sixty pages or. over 
each. Send 8 gents. i pay ostage on 
samples. Address THE LIB. PUB 0o. 
42tf EA rtland, Kan 


ALL styles of watches from 


1.88 up. Haad- 
some catalogue free. Safe Wate! 9 Murr: 


Oo., 9 Murray 
52t19 


Otto Wettstein. 


. Liberal Jeweler. 


DESIGNER OF 


THE OTTO WETT- 
STEIN WA CH. 


THE INGERSOLL 
SOUVENIR 
SPOON. 


THE FREE- 
THOUGHT 
BADGE, 


Illinois. 


Rochelle, 


NOTICE, 


Any of my Liberal friends w.shing anything in 
my line will do well by putting their address on 
a postal card, and I will mail price lists of my 
spe ialties, dean postttuly save you money, 

I hav been before the Liberal public for nearly 
forty years and to tho: e res favor me with their 
orders, I will ea; ay that I wiil endeavor in every 
way to merit their kind patronage. Fraternally 

OTTO WETTSTEIN The Liderat Jeweler. 
Established 1857. Roche'le, 


Repair Work a Speotaity. 
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And I will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile, and will set thee as a gazingstock. —Nahum iii, 6. 


JY ows of tho Wook. 


GERMANY has a population of 51,500,000 
and France 38,348,000. 


Tus Populists gained 600,000 in their 
vote in the whole country. 


MonrBEAL will hav a World's Fair, to 
last from May 24 to Oct. 31, 1896. 


OxrAHOMA wants to be joined with the 
Indian Territory and become a state. 


MissrssiePi Populists will contest the 
seats cf several of the newly elected Con- 
gressmen. 


Frances Wistar was re-elected presi- 
dent of the Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union. 


AFTER the first of January there will be 
no ‘days of grace ” on notes of hand and 
the like in this state. 


Jonn Bunn, Radical member of Parlia- 
ment, and John Burns, Labor member, 
sailed for America on Nov. 24. 


Pror. Danu G. Exot, of New York, 
goes to Chicago as curator of zoólogy in 
the Field Columbian Museum, 


JAPAN declined the offer of mediation 
made by our state department. Overtures 
must come directly from China, she says. 


Tus list of the classified civil service 
(not subject to the spoils system) has again 
been extended, this time to include sea 
postal clerks. 


Tur Chicago grand jury has indicted 
thirteen. men for participation in the elec- 
Lion outrages which resulted in the death 
of -— Colliander. : 


Miss Kare Freup has been decorated 
by the French government for her literary 
services, it having conferred upon her the 
** Academic Palm.” 


James R, SoverReIGN was re-elected 
president of the Knights of Labor. On 
his motion the salary of the office was re- 
duced from $3,500 to $2,500. 


Pav ConpaD, president of the Louisiana 
Lottery Company and the Honduras Com- 
pany, died in New Orleans on Nov 20. He 
was born in that city in 1840. 


On Nov. 18 the best Chinese battle-ship, 
the Chen Yuen, in leaving Wei-Hai-Wei 
harbor, was accidentally damaged by a 
torpedo and had to be beached. 


Toe new national bond issue is a suc- 
cess, in so faras the taking of the bonds is 
concerned, The Stewart syndicate gets 
them all at $117.077, which will make the 
rate of interest about 3 per cent, 


THERE are said to be thousands of 
American workmen on the Isthnus of 
Panama who are starving, and dying from 
disease, and more are constantly arriving, 
There is no work for any of them, 


AT the banquet of the New England 
ariff Reform League, held in Boston on 
ov. 4, many of the speakers urged that 


the name of the organization be changed 
to New England Free Trade League. 


Aw employee of the Shoe and Leather 
Bank of this city, with the aid of an ac- 
complice, & lawyer, embezzled $354,000 of 
its funds, as has just been discovered. The 
accomplice is dead, and the bookkeeper 
missing. 


SALVADOR FnANOB, the chief conspirator 
in the plot which resulted in the death of 
thirty persons in the explosion in the 
Lyceum Theater in Barcelona a little more 
than a year ago, was garroted in that city 
on Nov. 21. 


Onmannzs FosrER, ex-Secretary of the 
Treasury, writes that he did order the 
preparation of plates for a new issue of 
bonds, just before he retired from the 
cabinet. This, he says, was to replenish 
the gold reserve. 


Monz earthquake shocks hav been felt 
in southern italy. Thirty-eight com- 
munes were severely affected by the first 
shocks, and others more lightly. Fifty 
thousand persons hav been left homeless 
in the Reggio district. 


Governor FISHBAOK, of Arkansas, 
thinks that it is not necessary to. go to any 
other than the Democratic party to secure 
the rehabilitation of silver, and therefore 
he declines to attend the silver conven- 
tion to which he was invited by General 
Warner. 


On Nov. 20th Anton Gregor Rubenstein, 
the great pianist and composer, died at 
Peterof, Russia. He was a Hebrew by 
birth, a German by education, and a Rus- 
sian by baptism, sentiment, and sympathy. 
He was born in Wechwotenez, a Bessara- 
bian village, on Nov. 28, 1829. 


In Wisconsin the plurality for Upham, 
Republican, for governor, was 54,307. On 
other candidates it was greater, Governor 
Peck running ahead of his ticket about 
6,000. The Prohibition vote was 11,200, a 
loss of about 2,000 from 1892. The Popu- 
list vote was 25,612, a gain of 15,000 from 
1892. 


BisHor MoQuarp, of Rochester, severely 
arraigns Archbishop Ireland, of St. Paul, 
for his interference in the reform fight in 
New York City. Bishop McQuaid says 
that he has not voted for twenty-seven 
years, not wishing to hav the appearance 
ovon of taking part with any political 
party. 


Hinz's plurality in this city was 2,780; 
that for Lockwood, lieutenant-governor, 
was 12,298, and for Brown, for judge of 
the Court of Appeals, was.13,829. On the 
city ticket Strong, reformer, for mayor, 
received a plurality of 45,187 and Goff, for 
recorder, had 54,749 over Smyth, the 
present incumbent. 


Tux Hungarian ministry (headed by Dr. 
Wekerle) is jeopardized by its toleration 
of the agitation of the Extreme Left for 
Louis Kossuth’s son Francis, and this en- 
dangers the ecclesiastical bills, which 
Francis Joseph may refuse to sign if the 


ministry does not take measures against 
Kossuth and his friends, 


Tux Brooklyn Board of Aldermen 
passed an ordinance banishing itinerant 
musicians from the city. Among those 
who voted for it was Alderman Guilfoyle, 
who achieved national notoriety by his 
discovery, while a member of the Board of 
Education, that Longfellow’s ‘‘ Building 
of the Ship” was immoral! 


Tue Japanese captured Port Arthur on 
Nov. 21st, after thirty-six hours hard 
fighting. The loss on both sides is re- 
ported to hav been heavy. “Port Arthur is 
the great naval arsenal of northern China, 
and is said to possess more natural advan- 
tages for defense than Gibraltar. The 
third Japanese army left Ujina on forty 
transports on Nov. 22. i 


Tus result of the London school board 
election is encouraging to the progressiv 
elements. The clericals still hay a ma- 
jority, but it has been reduced. The 
tt Progressiva” gained six seats, now hav- 
ing 26 to the clericals 29; their total vote, 
however, is greatly in excess of that of the 
clericals, but owing to the division in their 
ranks they did not obtain the control of 


the board. 


On the face of the returns, C. C. Black 
was elected to Congress from the Tenth 
district of Georgia, but Thomas Watson, 
Populist, maintains that he is elected, and 
now to settle the matter amicably Mr. 
Black offers to resign and go to the people 
in a special election, the resignation to 
to take effect on the 4th of March, 1895, 
when Mr. Black’s term would begin. Mr. 
Watson has consented to the arrangement. 


On Nov. 23 the new treaty between the 
United States and Japan was signed in 
Washington by Mr, Gresham and Minis- 
ter Kurino of Japan. This treaty has 
been pending for fifteen years. The chief 
feature of the treaty is the recognition of 
Japan as a civilized country, the consular 
courts being abolished and the native 
courts given jurisdiction in all cases in 
which citizens of the United States are in- 
volved. Other governments will concede 
the same right to Japan, and the treaties 
provide that the Japanese courts will as- 
sume their new functions on July 1, 1899. 


Twnry years ago the architect of the 
Capitol laid down & pavement which in- 
fringed Schillinger’s patent. Suit was 
brought against the government, and it 
has been dragging along through the 
courts ever since. Now the Supreme 
Court decides that the patentee has no re- 
dress; the government cannot be sued in 
its own courts without the consent of it- 
self, granted by Congress, and Congress 
has absolute discretion to specify the cases 
in which this right may be granted. The 
opinion was read by Judge Brewer, and 
amounts to a decision that the government 
can do no wrong. Justices Harlan and 
Shiras dissented. 


Careful Attention 
to the healthful feeding of the cows pro- 
ducing the milk received at our condensa- 
ries is vitally important. We rigorously 
prohibit the use of foods not qualified to 
produce pure, wholesome milk. Hence, 
the superior quality of the Gail Borden ! 
Eagle Brand Condensed Milk. 


SEND ME YOUR 


Holiday Orders 


CES X 
PRICES AGAIN REDUCED!” - 


The New Model Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulation, Bre; 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed, a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 


GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof, 
igilverine case, $19. In 3 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIX. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to. $200. , 

LADIES’ SIZE. 


Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
‘Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. 

Regular Grade American Watches. 
Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, Fahys, 

Deuber, Crown, etc. 
PRICES. 


7 jeweled 302. screw open face ailverine cage, $4,75 
" goz $t e silver s 


T . 

7 ^" year “ " gold-filled'* 1000 
y bé. [1 oy ; «€ A [1] 18 00 
7T “ 45 ' hunting e "o MIO 
y LII R ot K LLI eo 0 
7 “ 20 “ hunt., Louis xiv. go d-filled 2000 
7 '"  j4kt. solid gold open face case 2800 
7 “  Mkt. "t hunting “ 8500 
1 ^" $1more; 15 jeweled, $2.50 more. i 
15 " adj, 84 more; 17 jeweled, adj, 86 more 


Ladies’ American Gold Hunting 
Watches. .Ineluding movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Orown, etc. MSS 


i PRICES, \ 
7 jeweled in 2 year. plain or engraved, 


$1150 
T full engd and scalloped. 15 00 
y o 20. * 14kt. solid gold, - = 9000: 
T US 20 “ 14kt. s heavy, 30 00 
n * $1 more. ' : 
1b * . 4 more. 
15 “ adj. 86 more. 

In Jine plush cases per express prepaid: 
CHAINS. $ 


Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men's chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50, $3.50, $4, and $5. ORS 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 


The Freethought Badge and Charms. 
` Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full cut diamond, $12. 
Charms.—10kt. $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip. diamond in sun, $9. 
With fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 
sucha, Small Size Badge.— 
ZilOkt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. . 
j With genuine chip dia- 
J mond, $6. With full cut 
Sie genuine diamond, $18. 
Charms.—10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With 
genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine tull cut diamond, $15. : 
The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 
Repucep Pnioz Li$T.— Zea Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2.50. 
Orange Spoons, $2.50; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 8.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 
I can save you money in anything in 
i my line. 


Do not delay your orders. Send: 


; for price-list, cards in colors, of badge, 


Address 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
The Liberal Jeweler, 
Rochelle, Illinois, 


Established 1857. 


etc. 


Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. ` 
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HOW RELIGION WARPS HUMAN REASON (OR JUDGMENT). 
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400 Years of Freethought. 


From Columbus to Ingersoll 


Large Octavo, 1165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. 


—-- By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Price, $5; with ‘Ihe 


‘Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 


HE IRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

h at this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four HunprEep YEARS or 
Freersovent has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 
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the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory produet of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to thent. 

As for the subject matter of Foun Huxpezp Years or Faeetuovest, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ. 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 28 LaraxzrrE Pracz, New Youk 
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A NRL AD AAALAC i 
When Renewing Your Subscription, Take Advantage of These Good Offers: 


For $6.50 we wil send Taz Truru Sxuxzr one year ($3) and S. P. 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
. goll. Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethonght as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought i is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future "triumph. ** Four 
HUNDRED YEARS or FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
higtory, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’ 8 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human r. rights and 
progress. No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, a vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman’s emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church. 


oser. 400 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET. 
Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SPECIAL ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CLUB 
OFFER ! (è FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT” 
* FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To ad our friends in getting this book for themselves, 
we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
freé, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF IIS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated Py EXON. 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 
BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT.. 


aw 


For $5 we willsend Taz Trura Suzxer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
preat Works Oomplete’($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
picture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Ohicago, and 
of his monument in New Rochelle. : 

For $5 we will send Tue Truru Szxxen one year ($3) and “The World's - 
Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Tas Truru Szzxzr one year (83) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we wil send Tuz Trurn Szrxer one year ($3) and « The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru Sxzzxza one year ($3) and « The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Trurn Szzxer one year ($3) and a copy of “ Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated,” in cloth covers ($1.50). 

For $3.50 we will send Taz Truru Srzkxs one year ($8) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 
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FREETHOUGHT vs. SUPERSTITION. 


TEKNE one year for $5. 
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Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar Spoons and TRUTH S » $5. Bi i 
iit bowl B0 more, Address THE TRUTH BEER.” ^ Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


The Truth Seeker. 


PRR AAAI 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPRION BLANK 


+x The Truth Seeker. ie 
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MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL AMETE COPIES CREE i 
Three months, (trial subscribers ) in advance, $0.75 O b 
" , . ne subscription with two new subscribers, in 
SUBSCRIPTION. Six e. a a 1.50 one remittance, gw a gem - $7.00 
Single subscription, one year, . 8.00 | One subscription with three new subscribers, in i 
One subscription two years, — “ - 5.00 one remittance, T0 c T7 3; 8.60 
Two new subscribers, e WR. ow 5.00 One subscription with four new súbsorlbets: 1 in 
One subscription with one new ani in one one remittance, 207 = œ .a = 10.00 
remittance, T e > - 5.00 l 


ser Fill out the accompanying : Subscription 
Blank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
_ This makes 


Any apibae over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
will get his own for $2; by getting two new subscribers he will get his paper for $r; by getting three new subscribers 
he will not only get his own free, but will have fifty cents beside; by getting four new subscribers he will have his own 
free and gain $2. If anyone chooses, or if by so doing he can easier secure partners in taking the paper, he can share 
witb them the advantages of the club rates. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, With its sixteen large pages, cheaper than any other Liberal paper. 


18 
In connection with our “Missionary Scheme " of sending dhe Truth Seeker Co., 
Eight Copies of Paine’s “Age of Reason” to separate addresses 28 Lafayetie Place, New York. 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting Please send The Truth Seeker to the following address... for year 


people read Tue Teura Seexer for awhile. To this end we 


make the following offer: 
To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tar TaurH 
Szzxes for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 

his at the rates given. 

We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us & six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 
they will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


fuclosed find $in payment of the same. 


POST OFFICE, [Box Sr. & No., ir any.) & STATE. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


ways not necessary to particularize here? Why is 
it that the World’s Fair was ordered closed on Sun- 
day and that the Cotton Palace at Waco is now 
closed on that day because the preachers demanded 
both? Why is it that the church is able to 
support one hundred and fifteen thousand preachers 
and a multitude of other employees, while not 
more than a dozen Freethought lecturers are able to 
make a scanty living in their profession? Why is 
it that the church is gaining every year a firmer 
foothold in the laws? Why is it that intelligent 
Europeans who come among us express their ainaze- 
ment at the fact that our political, professional, and 


wants, all he asks for.” Ingersoll’s audiences, says Rabbi 
"Wise, are the ones for which he ‘‘ coins, makes to order,” 
the lectures which he delivers. The people who compose 
these audiences, and who pay one dollar or more to hear 
“a rehash of old and stale stuff,” do not belong to the 
laboring classes; they do not belong to the “‘class of 
students, truth seekers, or the friends of intellectual pas- 
time,” for **no brainy person could possibly feel the de- 
sire to listen for an hour or longer to Mr. Ingersoll’s 
recitation of rotten eggs.” They could not be the luna- 
tics of the city, for ** our probate judge ” ‘‘ sends them to 
the proper asylum,” nor the criminals, for they ‘‘ are be- 
hind lock and bars." (The inference here is that the 
lunatics and criminals would hav been in the audience if 
they had not been under restraint.) His conclusion is 
that those who go tohear Colonel Ingersoll are the ** well- 
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ANOO. HER S50|twenty in the country the average business and hearing their neighbors’ religion chastised and derided.’ ” 
One subsoription with four new subsoribers, in one remit- s y 8 "d : i i 

anos piion wita fonr now AUbaoriocTa, R one TOM c0 eo | professional man, if a Freethinker in sentiment, They are ‘‘atultified dilettantes, too lazy to read and 
Any number ovas iva atthe samo rato, invariably with. one dares not say so publicly, and generally finds it to think.” The size of the audiences indicates that those 

remittance. 


** who hav no more principle, sense of honor, and self- 
respect in their characters than to go to the devil, if his. 
tricks and antics amuse them, must be considerable in 
our good city, and this is lamentable. Respectable peo- 
ple patronize no obscene shows." 

The lecture is ‘‘venturesome rigmarole,” ‘‘ ordinary 
and faulty in language and diction.” The ‘‘idol,” ‘St. 
Robert Ingersoll,” indulges in ** impudence,” and ‘‘ never 
produces an argument.” Rabbi Wise cannot properly 
reply to the Freethinker for the reason, as he tells us, 
that he ‘speaks in 4 sanctuary, and to respectable audi- 
ences.” : 


And in the face of all this Mr. Wise finds fault with 
the Christian preachers because they merely “ scold ” 
Colonel Ingersoll ! 

After this very courteous exordium, Rabbi Wise 
proceeds to indicate somewhat in detail what he 
alleges are the intellectual limitations of Oolonel 
Ingersoll. The rabbi looks upon the “Ingersoll 
literature” as something of a patchwork quilt, made 
up chiefly from cyclopedias, some of which, as the 
Britannica, contain “errors and fallacies enough to 
supply & dozen of Ingersolls.” The two “main 
patches,” we are informed, “ are from two scientific 
disciplins, the Natural Sciences and the Modern 
Bible Criticism,” and neither of these has been 
studied by Mr. Ingersoll, according to Rabbi Wise. 

It does not seem to hav oceurred to the reverend 
critic that the masses of the Christian publie know 
little or nothing about the Higher Oriticism or 
about the details of modern science, and that they 
accept the Bible as the word of an all-wise and all- 
good God. Such being the case, it is enough that 
in popular lectures the patent absurdities, contra- 
dictions, and awful barbarities of the Bible be 
pointed out and the general development of the so- 
called sacred word indicated. Those who hav the 
inclination and leisure to pursue the subject 
further can do so by studying the works of critics 
and scholars and attending the lectures of those 
who hav made a life work of biblical exegesis. Such 
books and such lectures will carry the results of 
painstaking investigation to hundreds where the 
lectures of Colonel Ingersoll and his co- 
workers will carry the same results, in a somewhat 
more popular form, to tens of thousands. Both of 
these classes of liberal propagandists are useful, 
and there is no rivalry between them. Certainly it 
i8 true that Colonel Ingersoll has not given his life 
to the study of the Bible and its commentaries, but 
it by no means follows that he is in error in his de- 
ductions concerning its origin and teachings. If 
Rabbi Wise is right, then no man or woman is justi- 
fied in refusing to accept the claims made for the 
Bible unless that person has made a thorough study 
of the Bible and all literature relating to it. This 
would limit the number of Freethinkers in the 
world to some few hundreds, which would, no 
doubt, be very gratifying to the priests, preachers, 
and rabbis. But the whole world is entitled to 


his advantage to giv to the church? Why is it 
that the church is able to increase her membership, 
her wealth, her political power, her social prestige 
as she is constantly doing? The man who makes 
the statements we hav quoted has traveled all over 
this country as a lecturer, and is therefore in a posi- 
to know better than to indulge in such misleading 
assertions. Of course there are many factors in the 
social and educational development of our country 
which are encouraging, and giv us good grounds 
to hope that liberty and justice will eventually win 
their way in America, but it will not be without a 
desperate struggle with the hosts of ignorance and 
tyranny. If anything, the struggle is to be more 
closely contested here than in England or on the 
Continent. It will not be a walk-over for us, by any 
means, and it will be all the more severe and pro- 
longed a conflict in proportion as our people giv 
credence to the siren songs of those who tell them 
that we hav no direct interest in the battle be- 
tween theology and science, between liberty and 
despotism; that we are merely spectators of an Old 
World war, and shall not need to enlist ourselvs. 
Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communications and make drafts, checks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to. E. M. MAODONALD, 

98 Larayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
readers if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not & regular subscriber. 


. Truth Seeker Annual for 1895 


WILL CONTAIN AN ARTIOLE BY 


HELEN H, GARDENER, 
Entitled, “WHAT ARE WOMEN HERE FOR?" 


A ———mt— —À 


Are Amerieans Merely Spectators? 


: A contributor to Secular Thought is responsible 
for the assertions quoted below : 

‘The din of the conflict of faith and reason, of science 
and theology, is everywhere audible; but Europe is the 
chief seat of this battle. In this conflict, we Americans, 
although part and parcel of Christendom, occupy the 
position of spectators and outsiders rather than that of 
combatants. The reason of non-belligerency is not far 
to seek. Religion has always with us been more a matter 
of private judgment and private opinion. It has not 
been dictated and imposed so much by authority. It has 
not been interwrought into the state and social and politi- 
cal organization. Hence, the decay of a religious faith 
here will not be accompanied with any violence to or 
laceration of the body politic.” 

These are remarkable statements, yes, more than 
remarkable when we take into consideration the 
fact that they are made by a Freethinker. If 
Europe is just now the chief seat of the battle be- 
tween science and theology, between faith and 
reason, it is because there the opponents of faith 
and theology are more numerous, more aggressiv, 
and more courageous than they are here. On the 
Continent there are many avowed Freethinkers 
among the men of politics and the scientists, and 
even in conservativ England & majority of the 
scientists reject the old creeds, and at least one 
well-known Freethinker sits in the cabinet. Where 
are our. Freethinking politicians, and among our 
scientists how many are there who stand out in the 
light as do the representativ scientists of England, 
France, and Germany? Secular funerals are very 
common on the continent, especially in France, 
where a great many public men hav been interred 
without the aid of priest or preacher. In America, 
what public man, since Michael O. Kerr was laid to 
rest, has had a secular funeral? Religion not in- 
wrought into our state, and social and political 
organizations? Why is it, then, that the church 

eceives vast revenues from the state, in various 


` An Excited and Illogieal Rabbi. 

As is usual, the lecture of Oolonel Ingersoll in 
Cincinnati greatly disturbed the official representa- 
tivs of religion. Among those who let “their angry 
passions rise” was Rabbi Isaac M. Wise. He de- 
livered two “replies” to Mr. Ingersoll’s lecture on 
the Bible, but as we hav not seen the report of the 
first of these ebullitions we do not know how he ac- 
quitted himself in that, but if he did no better in it 
than in the one we hav seen, the friends of super- 
naturalism hav no reason to felicitate themselvs 
upon his defense of their creed. Rabbi Wise has 
in times past been accounted more or less Liberal 
himself, but there is little evidence of it in the dis- 
course of which we hav before us a quite extended 
report. While deprecating the attitude and meth- 
ods of Colonel Ingersoll’s Christian critics he does 
not avoid the faults of which he accuses them. He 
says that they sent their “ fiery volleys ” after the 
Infidel, but only “scolded and denounced him, 
without any attempt at sober argument.” Well, 
here are some of the things which the grave rabbi 
says about the colonel, and we must submit that, 
taken altogether, they sound very much like scold- 
ing and seem to be lacking in the element of “sober 
argument :” 

He tells his congregation that Colonel Ingersoll ** spoke 
as Ingersoll speaks, always did—not as he thinks, but as 
those others think whose goods he retails. He is not 
guilty ofany self-thought, proposition, or argument. He 
could not venture an argument, because he deals in stolen 
goods exclusivly. He negates, denies, scorns, ridicules, 
with & crude humoresque between and betwixt, and his 
audience laughs. The laugh and the $1.50 are all he 


7? 2 


share in the benefits of critical scholarship, even if 
comparativly few hav the time to master all its de- 
If only those who thoroughly understand 
steam power and electrical energy were to be 
benefited by or to accept the results of discoveries 
in those departments of practical science which owe 
their existence to the applications of steam and 
electrical energy, civilization would be vastly, im- 


tails. 


measurably, different from what it is at present. 


There is more in this contention of Rabbi Wise’s 
than he appears to see. If no one is to be permitted 
to affirm that the Bible is a purely human produc- 
tion unless he has spent forty or fifty years in ex- 
amining into its history, what is to be done with the 
hundreds of millions of Christians and Jews who 
believe that it is the word of God, and who hav 


made no study whatever of the subject? Must one 
be accounted presumptuous if he thinks that the 
Bible, like all other books, is the work of man, while 
he who thinks that God wrote it is to be welcomed 
as a modest scholar? Aside from the alleged 
sacred books, we are convinced by our experience 
and the experience of our predecessors that all 
literature of every sort has come from the brain and 
hand of man. The Bible worshiper asserts that the 
Bible did not hav this origin; in other words, he 
assumes that the Bible is the one exception to the 
otherwise universal rule. Making this affirmation, 
the burden of proof is his. The Freethinker is not 
under a logical obligation to prove that God did not 
write it or inspire its writing, which is the same 
thing. It is the business of the supernaturalist to 
prove that God wrote it. All that the Rationalist 
and Freethinker hav to do is to show the falla- 
cies and the insufficiencies which abound in the 
arguments of the Bible apologists. This is the 
task of Colonel Ingersoll and other Freethought 
lecturers and writers. It may or may not be true 
that he or they sometimes giv too little or too much 
credence to the statements and conclusions of this 
or the other historical or scientific specialist, but it 
is true that the supernaturalists hav not demon- 
strated that the Bible is of divine authorship ; it is 
true that they hav not disposed of the natural and 
reasonable presumption that the Bible is of human 
authorship, like all other books; it s true that the 
more thoroughly the question is studied the more 
clear does it become that the Bible is the human 
record of the experiences and thoughts of a certain 
portion of our race, and that the claimed-to-be 
extra-natural marvels described therein are of the 
same kind as those of which we read in the sacred 
books of other religions:and in the literatures built 
up on those sacred books—marvels that science 
and critical investigation relegate to the domain of 
natural phenomena not understood in the old days, 
or to the realms of allegory and downright lying. 
The most satisfactory disposition of the Bible is 
its explanation by the scientist and the scholar, and 
they are doing their work in & very thorough man- 
ner. But the essential thing is to get out of the 
minds of the people the preposterous notion that 
the book is above criticism, and that they are under 
an ethical obligation to believe that it is the word 
of an omnipotent God. While a man believes this 
it is impossible to obtain from him an unprejudiced 
exgmination of moral and social problems. While 
he is under the spell of the infallibility delusion he 
will not ask, “Is it true?” but, “ Does the Bible say 
so?” Such an attitude is an utterly hopeless one 
for the reformer and the humanitarian, and you 
might as well argue with the dead as with a man 
who thinks that what you advocate is contrary to 
the teachings of his fetich. Colonel Ingersoll 
keenly realizes the truth of this, and he is deter- 
mined to do what he can—and he can do much—to 
open the eyes of his fellows to the madness of be- 
lieving that the Bible is the thought—the perfect 
thought—of an all-knowing and all.good God. 
We shall hav something more to say about the 

arguments of Rabbi Wise. ` 


We hav before alluded to the Catholic antago- 
nism to the religious reforms proposed in Hungary. 
The Catholic Review, while declaring, anent the 
political questions agitating this country, that * re- 
ligious liberty is of more worth than tariff taxes or 
any other issue,” characterizes the religious liberty 
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bills pending in Hungary as the work of the Masonic 
bodies, and says that the Archduke Joseph’s oppo- 
sition to the measures shows that «at least one 
member of the imperial family does not wear the 
yoke of the lodge of Lucifer.” This is tantamount 
to saying that in Hungary religious freedom is from 
the devil. In this country, according to our Catho- 
lie contemporary, it is from heaven. It occurs to 
us that this very effectually unmasks the Catholic 
Review. 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Quartet of New Books. 


Colonel Ingersoll is delivering his new lecture, 
« About the Holy Bible," to immense audiences in 
the East and West. It is & phenomenal success 
and is now ready in pamphlet form. 


ready. No words of praise, deserved as they are, 
can add anything to the mere statement that they 
are Ingersoll’s. They are printed in handsome 
shape, in paper covers. All of our many readers will 
want copies of both for themselvs, and more for 
their children and friends, and some for missionary 
work among Christians. The titles of these lectures 
are not terror-inspiring to faithful souls, and read- 
ing these eloquent productions will create an appe- 
tite for more from the same source. The three 
pamphlets are twenty-five cents each. ` 

Another pamphlet which everybody will want is 
this: “Is Suicide a Sin?” The work contains Col- 
onel Ingersoll’s two letters to the New York World, 
together with the replies of famous clergymen and 
others, a verdict from a jury of eminent men of 
New York, curious facts about suicides, celebrated 
essays and opinions of noted men, and an original 
chapter on the “Great Suicides of History.” Price, 
in heavy paper, with late portrait of Robert G. Inger- 
soll, twenty-five cents. 


EPUM rare ee 

Can any good come out of the Pennsylvania 
Nazareth? It would seem so, for the Ministers’ 
Association of the United Presbyterian church at 
their October meeting in Pittsburg debated the 
question of church exemption from taxation, and de- 
cided that such exemption is wrong. Those who 
spoke also took occasion to censure those ministers 
who ask discounts from their tradesmen because 
they are clergymen. This is certainly refreshing, 
and now we shall not be surprised to hear that a 
Presbyterian minister has denounced the enactment 
of Sunday laws and placed himself on record against 
the retention of the Bible in the schools. Gentle- 
men, we are glad to welcome you to the service of 
justice, even though it is nearly the eleventh hour. 
But you cannot hav a full day’s pay, and, when the 
wrong is finally righted and the churches hay 
ceased to be deadheads, you must not put in the 
claim that “Christianity did it all.” 


We wish our readers would look at the date on 
their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal. If they find they do, it will be a great favor 
to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
jence, as we need the money. Owing to various 
eauses more than the usual number are in arrears 
at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn't mention it. We like to keep square 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hav to get behind with others. "We hav no capital 
to fall back upon, and depend upon getting our 
dues to giv others their due. If our friends who 
are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 
upon, it will be, as we hav said, a great favor to us, 
and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 


How rapidly the people of the country are being 
educated in the principles of the theocrats is not 
generally known to Liberals, and this is not to be 
wondered at when we remember that only a small 
fraction of the anti-orthodox people of the country 
take Freethought papers, and as they do not read 
the organs of the theocrats they must necessarily 
be in the dark concerning the machinations of the 
enemies of secular institutions. The Young Peo- 
ple’s Society of Christian Endeavor is rapidly 


making recruits fcr the God-in-the-Constitution 
party. It is very much interested in the so-called 
“Christian Citizenship" movement. The Chris. 
tian Reformer tells us that that society “is push- 
ing this department of work with commendable 
zeal.” At their recent convention in Pennsylvania, 
the Endeavorers of that state elected as their pres- 
ident Rev. J. T. McCrory, D. D., who until recently 
was one of the editors of the Christian Statesman, 
and who, it is needless to say, is an ardent advocate 
of the Christianization of the Constitution and laws 
of the nation. His special theme as Christian En- 
deavor lecturer will be “Christian Citizenship.” 
This is indeed setting the wolf to guard the fold. 


With the rarest of exceptions, the Christian min- 


His lectures on Shakspere and Lincoln are also | ister sets out to “reform” the world by force, when 


he takes any interest at all in reformatory work. 
He does not think of studying social problems. He 
assumes that all evils are the result of the “ fall.” 
Hence we find Rev. Dr. McArthur talking as though 
the girls who are the chief victims of the social evil 
were the cause of it. Hear him: 

**T favor localizing it on an island in the midst of the 
ocean. I would then dip the island for a while, and, after 
giving the women some time to repent, I would dip the 
island again, and hold it under for a while longer.” 

Of course this is rhetorical bombast, but why not 
& word about the ethical, social, and economic 
causes back of the social evil, and why not a word: 
about the male customers without whom these 
women he wants to drown could not ply their trade 
for a day? Is he too dull to understand that no 
business can liv without patronage and that supply 
follows demand? Let him murder every woman of 
the pave to-day, and in ten years—the environments 
otherwise of men and women remaining as they 
are—the places of the slaughtered ones would be 
more than filled. But who should expect a com- 
prehension of social problems from the promoters 
of other-worldism? They that follow the average 
ministerial “ reformer” fall into the ditch with him. 


It is the old story over again in Manitoba. There 
the Catholics hav been defeated in their attempt to 
get a part of the public school fund for their relig- 
ious schools, and now the Protestants are taking 
steps to prevent the secularization of the public 
schools. In the Presbyterian synod the question 
came to the fore and, as we learn from Secular 
Thought, with this result: 

* Dr. King gave notice of & motion that the synod 
deems it s asonableand important to affirm its satisfaction 
atthe fact thatan unsectarian system of education has. 
been instituted in Manitoba, and that the synod would 
deprecate any change in the present system of operation 
which would forbid the use of the scriptures at the open- 
ing or closing of the schools when the trustees so desire.” 


That is to say, when the Catholies get some of 
the school money the public school system is secta- 
rian, but it is not sectarian to use the Bible in the 
schools. Catholicism is sectarian, but Protestantism 
is not sectarian. That is logical and fair, indeed. 
What can exceed the impudence of the cleric who 
in the same breath talks of the beauty of unsecta- 
rian schools and proposes to keep those schools 
sectarian by continuing the use of a sectarian 
text-book—the Bible—therein? Yet we hav several 
large and activ organizations in the United States 
which are working hard for just this kind of * un- 
sectarian ” instruction. One of them is the God-in- 
the-Constitution party. Another is the Junior Or- 
der of American Mechanics. Others bear equally 


misleading names. 
a? 


In Taz Trurs Szzxer of February 17th we com- 
mented on the case of Henry Krech, of Tacoma, 
who runs a barber shop in the Hotel Fife. He 
chooses to exercise his rights as an American citi- 
zen by keeping his shop open on Sunday, and the 
fact that he does so is prima facie evidence that 
many of his fellow-citizens desire to hav the place 
open, and that they express this desire by patron- 
izing Mr. Krech. In a decent civilization this would 
be taken as a matter of course, and no one would 
make a fuss about it. But the other barbers of 
Tacoma, or, at least, the majority of them, do not 
want to keep open on the first day of the week, and 
80 they are determined that no one else shall do 
what they do not want to do. It is the old dog-in- 
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the-manger story. Mr. Krech has often felt their 
wrath, having been arrested several times, and al- 
ways convicted. At last he got into the Supreme 
Court of the state on appeal, and that tribunal has 
decided that he can shave and cut hair on the 
* Sabbath." The Tacoma News says that it is un- 
derstood that the decision is rendered “on some 
technical point.” While this is not the best report 
to get, it can truly be said that many a judicial vic- 
tory for liberty has been won on a technical point. 
All honor to Henry Krech for his good fight for the 
right. It is not every man who will stand up in 
his own defense. If all would do so there would 
very soon be some thousands of meddling preach- 
ers and Christian Temperance women looking for 
new jobs. 


On the whole, it is fair to assume that Jesus 
knew what he was saying when he declared that he 
came to bring a sword. Christianity appears to be 
adapted to the fighting races. And the church is 
determined that the war spirit shall not die out if 
it can possibly keep it alive. The world’s humani- 
tarian leaders are striving to put arbitration in the 
place of war, and of course there are some nominal 
Christians among these peace lovers, but it seems 
that it is not within their power to drive the war 
lust out of the blood of the great masses of the 
Christians. The churches are doing what they can 
to train up their young in such a manner as to 
qualify them for the work of wholesale slaughter 
when they reach the fighting age. We see in the 
papers constant allusions to Presbyterian cadets and 
Catholic cadets, to Episcopalian cadets and ‘Con- 
gregational cadets, to Lutheran cadets and Bap- 
tist cadets. Twenty-seven churches in Detroit hav 
twenty-seven companies, thirteen of which are 
armed with rifles and one with swords. Nineteen of 
these companies are Protestants and eight are 
Catholics. On Thanksgiving day, the day to secure 
the religious observance of which the president and 
governors issue unconstitutional proclamations, the 
Boys’ Baptist Brigade of New York had a parade 
and general review in Brooklyn. The time was 
well chosen ; when old Christians are offering thanks 
to the “ Prince of Peace" itis eminently fitting that 
young Christians should be instructed in the art of 
murder, so that they will be enabled to keep the 
supply of old Ohristians within reasonable limits 
during the next thirty years. 


On December 18th, 19th, and 20th there will be 
& National Reform Convention held in New Caatle, 
Pennsylvania. It is called for the purpose of 
advancing the movement for the strengthening of 
the abominable Sunday law of that priest-ruled 
state. Among the other questions to be consid- 
ered are the Bible in the schools, “ Christian " mar- 
riage and divorce, and “Christian” temperance 
issues. There is in the call the usual talk about the 
sovereignty of God, the rulership of Christ over the 
nation, and the binding authority of the Bible. We 
quote here the last paragraph of the precious docu- 
ment : 


“ This call has been signed already by all the pastors 
and many of the leading business men of New Castle, by 
many of the pastors of Pittsburg and Allegheny, not 


one of all to whom it was presented having declined to |: 


sign it, and is being signed by so many of the principal 
men of Western Pennsylvania and vicinity that it is im- 
practicable to print the names to the call." 


We should like to know how many of these busi- 
ness men who hav signed the call hav done so 
because they accept the principles which the con- 
vention is intended to advance, and how many 
signed it because they feared to lose patronage if 
they did not attach their names to the paper. In 
this connection it might be pertinent to ask the 
writer from whom we hav quoted, in the first article 
on the first editorial page, some very peculiar as- 
sertions, whether Americans are to be nothing but 
*t spectators” in this struggle in Pennsylvania? Be 
this as it may, the Freethought Letter Writing 
Corps was not called on for service last week, and 
now we shall expect the members to devote them- 
selvs for the next two weeks to the enlightenment 
of the editors of the Courant, News, Democrat, 
Guardian, and Volunteer, all published in New 
Castle, Pennsylvania. You can each write three 


letters, one for last week and one each for this and 
the next. Thus you will reach three papers. Of. 
course more letters can be written if you are so dis- 
posed, and we hope that you will be so disposed, 
Present the Secular principles briefly but clearly 
and in particular show up the origin, the needless- 
ness, and the injustice of Sunday laws. 


An Armenian Christian, narrating the story of 
the horrible’ massacre of Armenians by Turkish 
soldiers and Kurds, said to a newspaper correspond- 
ent: " 


** But why prolong the sickening tale? .'There must be 
& God in Heaven who will do right in these matters, or 
some of us would lose faith." 

How will this God “do right”? By torturing in 
hell the murderers of the Armenians? ‘Would it 
not hav been an economy of ethical instruction if he 
had made the Turks so that they would hav had no 
desire to commit this atrocious crime? If God can 
torture them forever could he not hav made them 
decent in the first place? But suppose God “does 
right” by making the Christians happy forever with 
him in “heaven,” what then? Would they not hav 
reached that abode of bliss if they had not been 
outraged and slaughtered? Certainly, according 
to the Christian creed, this must be so, but where 
does the compensation come in if they are not all 
booked for heaven because they were outraged and 
cruelly massacred? Being sure of eternal life 
anyway, nothing is gained for them by this horrible 
cutting off in infancy, youth, and middle age, while 
their destroyers will get there too all right if they 
“repent” in time, and in that contingency the 
murdered Armenians will not hay even the con- 
solation of vengeance. Look atit in any way we 
can in reason, and there is no explanation in the 
God superstition of the massacre in Armenia. 


The legislativ season is here. Congress is 
already at work, and some of the state legis- 
latures are also in session. Soon all will be, and 
this is the opportunity for the political Ohris- 
tians. During the next six months these meddlers 
wil be more activ than ever before. We want 
each of our readers to constitute him- or herself 
& committee of one to keep watch of the enemies 
of the secular state. Report to us immediately 
every movement of the theocrats. Look out for 
new Sunday laws and attempts to more rigor- 
ously enforce old ones; watch for appropriations 
to the church and to institutions under the con- 
trol of the church; gather all the facts that you 
can in relation to the exemption of church prop- 
erty from taxation; be vigilant in regard to relig- 
ious teaching in the schools; note what is. said 
and done about the employment and payment of 
chaplains; do not fail to keep informed and to in- 
form us as to the attacks which the anti-naturaliets 
are sure to make on the agencies of expression and 
transmission. Do not assume that the Editor will 
find out all about these things through the daily 
papers; there are hundreds of those journals, and 
there are only seven days in the week; something 
of vital importance to our cause may escape his eye 
and yours may catch it in the nick of time; it will 
be better for him to hav his attention called to it 
repeatedly than not to see it at all. So send along 
theitems. In this connection we will request all the 
members of the Freethought Letter-Writing Corps 


‘and all others who will now engage to write one 


letter each week to the target selected by the 
Captain to send us their names and addresses, not 
for publication, but that we may know how many 
there are, and so be better enabled to direct their 
activities. Let us make the coming year memorable 
in the annals of Secularism. 


In Troy, New York, a movement is on foot in- 
tended to make all citizens do as the priests and the 


Women’s Christian Temperance Union think is 


best for them—and the church. Whatever the 
anti-naturalists hold to be improper must disappear 
from sight; newsboys must cease to cry papers on 
Sunday morning, and the people must not hav the 
opportunity to buy what they desire if what they 
desire is not what their Christian neighbors desire. 
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In Omaha the barbers hav induced the police to 
order all barber shops shut on Sunday, which is 
proof positiv that some of the barbers wanted to 
hav the shops remain open. If all had wished to 
hav them close there would hav been no need for 
the interference of the police. Inthis city the boss 
barbers and the journeymen barbers cannot agree 
in their work of repression, and so they now hav 
two associations, that of the bosses working for a 
law to shut at 1 p. m. on Sunday, and that of the 
journeymen for a law. to close up at 10 a. m. on 
that day. Both associations will hav committees 
at Albany when the legislature meets, and they will 
do their worst to get that body to meddle in a 
matter of business that does not in the least con- 
cern it, and with which, therefore, it has no business 
to meddle. Let the shops that want to keep open 
do so, and those which want to close exercise their 
right so to do. No law is necessary to secure to 
the journeyman one day of rest in the week, but if 
there were, it would not be a statute forbidding all 
work in a barber shops on Sunday. Let six days 
constitute a week's work and then the workmen can 
arrange among themselvs what day off each shall 
take. This is the only common-sense solution of 
the problem—if there is such a problem—and it is 
the only one in harmony with free institutions. - Of 
course, it should be distinctly understood that while 
six days constitute a working week, any man can 
work all seven if he chooses. A man should no 
more be forbidden to work on Sunday or punished 
if he does work than he should be forbidden to 
work on the Fourth of July, or punished if he does 
work on that day. The primary trouble is that 
some millions of our people hav got into the habit 
of running to the state every time they want to out- 
do their rivals, instead of depending on their own 
resources. They are like the cry-baby who goes 
whimpering to his mother whenever he stubs his 
toe or is outclassed by his playmate. 


There does not seem’ to be that perfect unanimity 
of opinion among the official and semi-official guard- 
ians of our morals that might reasonably be ex- 
pected from those who apparently proceed upon the 
assumption that they are the interpreters and exec- ' 
utors of the will of the alleged divine author of the 
ethical code. Lady Henry Somerset is now try- 
ing, in conjunction with Frances Willard and her 
society, to prevent the exhibition of Living Pictures 
in the theaters of this city. Superintendent Byrnes 
sent Captain Schmittbergerand a number of police- 
men around to the various places where the Living 
Pictures are part of the entertainment, with instruc- 
tions to report if the exhibitions were indecent. 
Think of the innocence of the assumption that a 
Tammany official is especially qualified for such a 
task! As Nym Orinkle observes, * What is there 
in this view of the matter to prevent a detectiv from 
visiting the Academy of Design and pronouncing 
judgment on a Venus by Chase, or a Leda by Mil- 
lais?” Captain Schmittberger reports that there 
is nothing wrong with the Pictures, and a cer- 
tain notorious preacher is said to agree with 
him. On the other hand, the notorious preacher 
says that the exposure made by the women of 
the Four Hundred in the boxes of the Metropol- 
itan Opera House is scandalously indecent, and 
with him agrees Elizabeth B. Grannis, who is the 
head of the Social Purity League of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union. She also thinks that 
the Living Pictures are not immodest. But Mrs. 
Grannis's official superior, Frances Willard, is sure 
that the Pictures are doing a great deal to continue 
the social evil! Of course there was no social evil 
before we had Living Pictures in New York! That 
is the way these anti-naturalists play with the seat- 
tering filaments on the extreme outer fringe of the 
most appalling social problem of the ages. Refer- 
ring to the dresses of the Four Hundred, Mrs. 
Grannis says that when we look at a beautiful neck 
« something should be left to the imagination.” 
That is precisely the trouble; we hav been leaving 
so much to the imagination that the imagination 
has rioted in corruption. Mystery in religion and 
mystery in art and ethics are the twin curses of 
humanity. 
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The Sermon on the Mount. 


One after another the extravagant claims made 
for Jesus hav been combated from the outside, and 
now we see doubt arising within the very churches 
themselvs. Rational criticism has carried the out- 
posts of religion, and the inner defenses seem, 
even to many believers, to be in danger of giving 
way, while the historical reality of Jesus, the cen 
tral figure itself, seems more and more threatened. 
In the midst of these doubts and distractions belief 
tends increasingly to a reliance on the alleged moral 
teachings of Jesus, as being, after all is said and 
done, the great fortress of the faith. Hence we 
hear a great deal about the sublime morality of the 
Sermon on the Mount. Even the so-called Free- 
thinker, Renan, grows sentimental over it, as when 
(Life of Jesus, p. 87) he says: “The morality of the 
gospels remains, nevertheless, the highest creation 
of human conscience, the most beautiful code of 
perfect life that any moralist has traced.” 

I dispute this assumption as a whole and in all 
its particulars, whether made by a genuin Christian 
or advanced by a man like Renan, who to a great 
extent was a Rationalist only for the purposes of 
literary effect, and largely to giv a background of 
color to his picturesque and often unfounded exag- 
gerations about the life of Jesus. 

The main source of information as to the alleged 
moral teachings of Jesus is the so-called Sermon on 
the Mount (Mat. v, vi, vii). There is one peculiar- 
ity’ about this discourse—only Matthew says that 
Jesus delivered any sermon on the mount. Neither 
of the three other gospels says so. Luke givs a 
small portion of the matter of the sermon, but he 
contradicts Matthew flatly as to the location, for he 
says that “Jesus came down and stood in the 
plain.” The occasion is evidently the same, as both 
are preceded by a description of the multitude who 
followed: (Mat. iv, 25), “And there followed him 
great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from beyond 
the Jordan.” (Luke vi, 17), “A great multitude of 
people out of all Judea and Jerusalem, and from 
the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon (that is beyond 
the Jordan).” ‘ 

If this discourse is so important, as Christians 
profess to believe, the sum of all the teachings of 
Jesus and the sufficient source of all morality, it is 
curious that Mark and John knew nothing about it 
and that Luke should dismiss it with such a short 
report. Luke, omitting the larger part of the mat- 
ter, takes only one page to tell what occupies three 
pages in Matthew, and to find any parallel to much 
of Matthew we hav to go to other chapters of Luke 
and to other occasions. In addition to which they 
disagree as to whether it was given on a mountain 
or in a plain. 

Jesus begins with an enumeration of those whom 
he calls “blessed.” The “blessed "are people who, 
80 far from being blessed, are in most of the cases, 
in any real sense of the word, the very opposit. 
He calls “blessed” the “poor,” the “poor in 
spirit,” they that mourn, the meek, they that weep, 
they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
they that hunger, they that are persecuted and re- 
viled, the pure in heart, and the peacemakers, etc. 
These are the “blessed,” who are so in a way 
characteristic of Jesus, and here as in most things in 
which he may be said to be original, his teaching is 
harmful in theory and has been so in practice. 

* Blessed are the poor,” “the poor in spirit,” has 
been the excuse for ages of tyranny—the rod laid 
on the backs of nations, with the aid of the 
church, to weaken and degrade mankind and to keep 
it so. What ages hav passed, during which this 
teaching has enabled kings to plunder their people, 
whilst the church looked on, shared in the plunder, 
and in return taught the people that it was their 
duty to be satisfied * with that station in life in 
which it had pleased God to place them,” and to 
reads the God and church which helped to plunder 
them ! 

When was it ever true that “Blessed are they 
that mourn? Blessed are the meek, the poor, the 
persecuted?” 

See these “blessed” ones in slums, poverty, 
misery, and distress; the high in spirit, the ener- 
getic, grasping. and presuming, with the wealth of 
the world, fine houses and plenty at their com- 
mand; and, for commentary, “those to whom it is 
given to understand the kingdom of God,” absorb- 
ing their share of the good things of this world 
whilst claiming to be the successors of those 
apostles who, when Jesus sent them out to preach 
to the world, were instructed to “provide neither 
gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor scrip 
for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, 
nor yet staves.” 

To each of these states Jesus alleges a reason for 
‘their blessedness. The poor in spirit are blessed 


because the kingdom of heaven is theirs, the poor 
because the kingdom of God is theirs, the mourn- 
ers because they shall be comforted, the weepers 
laugh, the meek because they shall inherit the 
earth, the hungry and thirsty because they shall be 
filled—all in the kingdom of heaven. That is, that 
those who are suffering and degraded in this world 
are to hav their “reward” in the kingdom of 
heaven, not for any good that there wasin them, 
but solely because they lacked any reward here. In 
the story of Dives and Lazarus (Luke xvi, 25) Jesus 
makes Abraham tell Dives, who is in hell: “Son, 
remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy 
good things and likewise Lazarus evil things, but 
now he is comforted and thou art tormented.” 
Dives is in hell, not because he was a bad man, but 
because he was comfortable on earth! Those who 
hav any part in the good things of this world are 


to be considered as having had all that they are en- 


titled to here, and consequently everything is to go 
wrong with them hereafter, they “shall be cast 
intoouter darkness,’ where “there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth (Mat. viii, 12; xxii, 13; 
Mark xxv, 30). 

Listen : 

Woe unto you that are rich! for ye hav received your 
consolation (Luke vi, 24). 

. oe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger (Luke 
vi, 25). i 

Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and 
weep (Luke vi, 26). 

We were told by the old law in Ecclesiastes (iii, 
17) that “God shall judge the righteous and the 
wicked,” and surely an ennobling and just concep- 
tion of God could picture him only as judging man- 
kind on the merits of each individual. Jesus, with the 
fanaticism born of his time and his own peculiarly 
low conception of divine justice, degrades the best 
Jewish conception of God to an immeasurably low 
depth, and makes the divine judge judge individ- 
uals according to their material conditions and sur- 
roundings on earth, and awards the heavenly king- 
dom as & compensation for lowness of condition 
here, not for any merit in the individual; whilst the 
person who had had some share of good estate here 
is sent to feed his brimstone flames in eternal dam- 
nation for that alone, and not for any personal 
demerit. 

If we examin each of the above statements as to 
who the blessed are, we shall find that the first 
portion of it, in nearly every instance, is not original 
with Jesus, he derived it entirely from the Old 
Testament; but the second part of each statement, 
in so far as it denounces judgment and awards 
punishment solely because a person had some 
degree of comfort on earth, is peculiar to Jesus; the 
gross immorality of it, the degraded conception he 
had of his heavenly father, is his own. The Old 
Testament, in all conscience, is full enough of low 
and degrading conceptions of God, but he is also 
sometimes pictured as having “loving kindness” 
towards men; and his loving kindness which he 
promises in Isaiah, Proverbs, Psalms, and else- 
where in the Old Testament is for the poor, 
broken in spirit, contrite, the meek, the righteous, 
to whom he promises rewards because they hav been 
righteous and “hearkened” to him, and his judg- 
ments are threatened against the well-to-do and 
prosperous because they had not done as he had 
commanded—not, as with Jesus, solely because they 
were prosperous. 

The mass of the people in Jesus’s time were poor, 
miserable, and suffering because of bad govern- 
ment; one does not need to be inspired to 
know that. Jesus is said to hav been a divine per- 
son, sent from God, all-knowing, and the best ad- 
vice he can giv is to tell the poor and miserable 
that they are to think themselvs blessed because 
they are so accursed here—it will be made all right 
to them in the “sweet by and bye.” Five hundred 
and fifty-one years before Jesus was born, with a 
divine or Holy Ghost for one of his parents, there 
was born in China, of mere earthly parents, a mere 
earthly man-child, with no pretense to anything di- 
vine in his nature. Whata blessed thing it was for 
Confucius that he was not born with & Holy Ghost 
for one of his parents! It enabled him to hav co- 
mon sense, human and humane ideas about some of 
the troubles of his time. He was not divine or in- 
spired, but was able to say,“ When a country 
is well-governed, poverty and a mean condition 
are things to be ashamed of. When a country is 
ill-governed, riches and honor are things to be 
ashamed of.” He said, “The requisits of good 
government are that there should be sufficiency of 
food, sufficiency of military equipment, and confi- 
dence of the people in their ruler.” And being 
asked, “If it cannot be helped and one of those 
must be dispensed with, which of the three should 
be foregone first?” Confucius replied, “The mili- 
tary equipment.” Asked if one of the remaining two 


‘did he not imitate him? 
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must be dispensed with, which of them should be 
foregone? Confucius answered, “Part with the 
food. From of old, death has been the lot of all 
men; but if the people hav no faith in their rulers, 
there is no standing for the state.” 

Three hundred and seventy-one years before 
Jesus was born, another merely human Chinaman 
was born—Mencius. He had a most remarkable 
mother, too. She brought him up with great care 
and good sense, and he was never known, though 
only a Chinaman and not divine, to abuse her, as 
Jesus did his mother. Mencius was called upon 
for advice on the miseries of the people and their 
political troubles. Not being inspired, this is how 
he talked. To & king whose people were suffering 
he said: 

Your dogs and swine eat the food of men, and you do 
not know to make any restrictiv arrangements. There 
are people dying from famin on the roads, and you do 
not know to issue the stores of your granaries for them, 
When people die you say ‘‘It is not owing to me, it is 
owing to the year.” In what does this differ from 
stabbing a man and killing him and then saying, ‘‘ It 
was not I, it was the weapon?” Let your majesty cease 
to lay the blame on the year, and instantly from all the 
empire the people will come to you. * °° Is there 
any difference between killing a man with a stick and 
with a sword? The king said ‘‘ There is no difference.” 
**Tg there any difference between doing it with a sword 
and with the style of government?" ‘‘ There is no difter- 
ence;” was the reply, and then Mencius givs him other 
sound advice, as ‘‘ to be sparing in the use of punishment 
and fines, to make taxes and levies light, to encourage 
agriculture, industry,” ete. Again (p. 28): ''If your 
majesty will now make pleasure a thing common to the 
people and yourself the imperial sway awaits you.” (P. 
80): **If the people generally are not able to enjoy them- 
selvs they condemn their superiors.” Another time to 
King Seuen of T’se, Mencius said (p. 84): ** Suppose that 
the chief criminal judge could not regulate the officers 
under him, how would you deal with him? The king 
said, **Dismiss him." Mencius again said, ''If within the 
four borders of your kingdom there is not good govern- 
ment what is to be done?" The king looked to the right 
and left and spoke of other matters. : 

Mencius said on another occasion : 


Calamity and happiness are of men’s own seeking, as is 
illustrated by the passage of the Ta’e Kea: ‘‘When 
heaven sends down calamities, it is still possible to escape 
from them; when we occasion the calamities ourselvs it is 
not possible any longer to liv.” 

Decidedly, the counsels of these Chinamen are to 
be preferred to the “divine” ones of Jesus. It 
never was and never wil be true that poverty of 
spirit or of purse, mourning and weeping, hunger 
and thirst, etc., are blessings; and it is criminal to 
teach so. The more men try to avert such calami- 
ties, the more moral they will be. In these matters 
Jesus was an immoral teacher; Confucius and 
Mencius were wise ones. 

Mat. v, 9: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the children of God. 

Undoubtedly the peacemaker ought to be called 
blessed—he was so called before Jesus’ time. “To 
the counselors of peace is joy " (Prov. xii, 20). If 
Jesus thought so highly of the peacemaker, why 
He says of himself: 

Think not that I am come to send peace on earth; I 
came not to send peace but a sword. For I am come to 
set & man at variance against his father, the daughter- 
in-law against her mother-in-law. And a man’s foes shall 
be they of his own household (Mat. x, 34-36). Suap- 
pose ye that I am come to giv peace on earth? I tell you 
nay; but rather division (Luke xii, 51). If any man 
come to me and hate not his father, and mother, and wife 
and children, and brethren and sisters, yea and his own 
life also, he cannot be my disciple (Luke, xiv, 26). 

Truly a strange man to say, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers.” j 

Mat. v, 13: Ye are the salt of the earth; but if the 
salt hav lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It 
is henceforth good for nothing but to be cast out and 
trodden under foot. 

This is the kind of overstrained, exaggerated 
metaphor that pleases the attendants at little Beth- 
els. Asa matter of fact, the metaphor is false, be- - 
cause salt cannot lose its savor. When we are 
shown & case in which salt has lost its savor, it will 
be time to tell ‘wherewith it shall be salted. 

“Tet your light so shine before men that they 
may see your good works” (Mat. v, 16). Good ad- 
vice if meant in the sense that we should not be 
ashamed to do good. “Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to be seen of them” (Luke 
vi, 1). Also good if meant to advise modesty in 
doing alms; but both maxims are human wisdom 
discoverable by any sensible man. Put in the way 
Jesus puts them, it is to be observed, in passing, 
that they contradict each other. 

Mat. v, 20: “For I say unto you that except 
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” Here, again, is a 
merited reproach to the mere outward observance of 
forms, whilst their meaning is neglected. The re- 
proach is a human one that has been reiterated by 
men in all ages, and it did not need that a god 
should be slaughtered in order that we might hear 
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it again. It is a trite commentary upon the failure 
of Ohrist’s teaching among his own people that 
if he were to return to earth to-day be would be 
‘bound to deliver the maxim in something like this 
: form: * Except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of them that worship in my name, ye 
shall in no wise be worthy to enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” Ozas. B. Coorzz. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] f 


time we may rest assured, but they will hav to giv 
way in the end. l 

The objections of the rising generation are of a 
perfectly radical character. They go right to the 
root. ‘They repudiate altogether the old Jewish 
conception of God—a sort of elongated “ ghost-like 
man,” who is supposed to exist somewhere in the 
universe, but whose exact whereabouts cannot be 
discovered; and they hav equally discarded belief 
in his satanic majesty, “God the devil,” who was 
supposed to be occupied as perpetual stoker in hell 
until recent science made known that brimstone 
puts fire out, and so the devil’s occupation, like 
Othello's, is gone forever. - 

And having once begun the work of revolt against 
the old and the false, the rising generation must 
continue the task. They must be persistent in 
their efforts; they must chop away without ceasing 
at the old tree of ‘superstition; they will hav to 
remove a heap of lumber before they can pull up 
the poisonous roots. For a long time yet the old 
will cling tenaciously to the dying superstition, and 
hug with grim intensity the effete rags of their 
faith; but all will hav to go at last. 

And then the new faith of the rising generation 
will hav its turn; but that too will hav to undergo 
change or suffer destruction, for we must all learn 
to appreciate the glorious fact that there is no finality 
to truth. . Let us then urge on the cause of the 
rising generation and sing with Whittier : 

O brave reformers! not in vain 
Your generous trust in human kind; 


The good which bloodshed could not gain, 
Your peaceful zeal shall find. 


The Rising Generation. 


Henrik Ibsen, in his remarkable dramatic study, 
entitled **'The Master Builder,” puts in the mouth 
of his leading character, Halvard Solness, the frank 
expression that he fears to promote his apprentice 
Ragmar because he has no doubt that the younger 
. man will ultimately push him from the high position | 
to which he has attained and which it is his ardent 
desire to hold as long as his life lasts. This is the 
conservativ spirit the world over; not always ex- 
pressed so frankly and fully as by the ideal character 
in the play of the Norwegian poet, but always 
tacitly implied. In all departments of life the old 
are in perpetual dread of the “Rising Generation,” 
and this truth is manifest in the highest degree in 
-our social and political and religious life. Let us 
illustrate our meaning by a glance at the religious 
world in its present unsettled and transitionary con- 
dition. Everywhere there is manifested a spirit of 
unrest; the clergy are not blind to this fact; they 
are satisfied that wonderful changes. are being 
wrought by outside forces in the opinions and senti- 
ments of their flocks, but they are unable to calcu- 
late precisely to what definit result they are all 
leading. With wonderful unanimity the clergy of 
the old school from time to time arise in all their 
strength to denounce the revolutionary notions of 
the rising generation; but in time their denunci- 
ations and anathemas lose their force, for it is seen 
that the younger spirits are advancing, firmly and 
resolutely pushing their elder brethren from the 
positions to which in ages of fear and superstition 
they hav been elevated. First their pretensions are 
attacked, then the dogmas they teach. The “Rising 
Generation " indeed has discovered at last that the 
supposed god-given religion called Christianity does 
not consist of a fixed and settled set of dogmas 
' which are true through all time, but that the main 
features of Christianity are of achangeable character. 
and need to be revised from time to time. More- 
over, the “ Rising Generation,” from the scientific 
side, traverse all the fundamental dogmas of the 
church. They deny that man is born a “depraved 
creature,” inheriting all the alleged sins of Adam. 
They affirm that if all men were inherently de- 
praved, to.attempt to educate and improve them 
would be a gross waste of time and result in noth- 
ing but failure; and they further affirm that if men, 
in fact, were “miserable sinners,” and all their 
thoughts were “evil continually,” as theologians 
are never tired of asserting, the world could not 
show such splendid examples of unselfish heroic 
conduct as hav been witnessed in all ages of the 
world's history. Consequently, they affirm that, 
instead of man being a fallen being, he is & rising 
one, and they support their statements by an appeal 
to every branch of physical science, as well as the 
facts of history. 

Indeed, the rising generation find that they are 
supported in their views by eminent scientists, who 
still claim to be Christians, like Professor Drum- 
mond in his recent work entitled ‘“‘The Ascent of 
Man," and by the Rev. Professor John Symes in his 
diseussion with me at Northampton, wherein he 
declared that he accepted the doctrin of evolu- 
tion and considered “that Darwin was & much 
greater authority on biology than Moses." The 
Rising Generation also deny the doctrin of the 
Atonement, and declare that the death of the 

‘innocent could in no sense blot out the sins of the 
guilty. They recognize that a deed once performed 
cannot be undone. As a celebrated statesman once 
said: ‘You cannot unpull a man's nose.” Oncea 
crime is committed, nothing in the world can undo 
it. It is written. indelibly upon the book of nature, 
from which no leaves can be torn and nothing can 
be expunged. Moreover, it is manifestly unjust for 
the innocent to suffer in the place of the guilty. All 
the rhetorical skill that the “old parliamentary 
hand,” Mr. Gladstone, can command in his article 
on “The Atonement ” in the Nineteenth Century 
fails to convince any rational creature that the death 
of the innocent Jesus could blot out the crimes of 
any pious scoundrel, or that there would be any 
justice in it if it could. And so the fundamental 
articles of the Christian faith are found to be false 
and the Rising Generation demand their revision. 
That the old school of theologians will resist we 
know; that they will wriggle furiously for some 


. The weapons which your hands hav found 
Are those which mind itself has wrought: 
Light, truth, and love; your battle-ground, 
The free, broad field of thought. 


Artur B. Moss. 


Churchly Purpose and Performance. 


. Religion has entered politics in Norway. The reaction- 
ary party calls the republicans ‘‘ Freethinkers” and 
** Blasphemers." 


According to the latest statistics there were deposited 
on the altar of religion, as offerings during the time 
between the year 1500 and 1581 765.200 men; 12,000 women 
and girls were ravished, and 128,256 houses burned, and 
this in France alone, 


It is a common saying that ‘‘ Paris is France,” but it is 
certain that all of France is not like Paris. The propo- 
sal to erect a statue to Renan at Treguier, his birth-place, 
has had to be abandoned for the present, owing to the 
religious intolerance of the municipal council of the town. 

Of the Russian Stundists it is said that their character 
is as opposed ** to the use of forceas to using deception," 
and even their enemies recognize that they are **temper- 
ate, wise, industrious, devoted to work and .to the en- 
lightenment of their minds by reading." And yet, in 
spite of all this, the orthodox Christians of Russia will 
.| not permit them to liv in peace anywhere, and their per- 
Secution grows more and more oppressiv year by year. 


The Seventh Day Adventists at Basel, in Switzerland, 
are having much trouble with the authorities in regard to 
Sunday work. They reston Saturday and run their large 
printing establishment on Sunday, and this brings them 
into direct conflict with the laws. At first the fines im- 
posed were merely nominal, but the punishments hav 
been increasing in severity, until sometime since when 
the director’s household goods were sold to pay the fine. 

Dr. Vólkel, of Germany, has been indicted for blas- 
phemy seventeen times and convicted twice. He will 
probably visit the United States during the coming year. 
*** A German Lutheran priest has recently been sen- 
tenced to fourteen years’ imprisonment at hard labor and 
ten years’ loss of honor. He has, for a period of several 
years, robbed poor and rich alike to the tune of 1,000,000 
marks. Had he been a layman his sentence would hav 
been thirty years. He has ‘‘ got religion” again since 
entering prison. 


Upon the order of & priest the body of & suspected 
Freethinker was exhumed in the night and placed out- 
side the cemetery at Vereda Nueva, Cubs. The author- 
ities interfered, but in vain. On the island of Cuba the 
church rules. °*.°.° Not being able to pay the exorbitant 
-price demanded by several different priests at Cidra, 
Porto Rico, the family of & deceased woman wanted & 
seoular funeral. 'T'he priests refused admittance to all to 
the grave-yards, and the body had to be carted around 
for two days before it finally found a resting-place in 
**unholy " ground. 


The advantage of a good constitution is again demon- 
strated, this time in the republic of Venezuela, where the 
bushwhacker president, Crespo, responding to a congrat- 
ulatory address from the Archbishop of Venezuela and 
the clergy of Caracas, Says that as the son of Catholic 
parents he will giv the clergy of that church all the lib- 
erty of action that he can, and he regrets that the consti- 
tution of the republic does not permit him to make it hot 
for the heretics. But suppose that Venezuela had such & 
constitution as the theocrats want want to impose on the 
people of the United States—how quickly and easily 
Crespo could set his Inquisition in motion! Dr. Mo- 
Allister, of the National Reform Association, would make 
a splendid Crespo. the only difference between the two 
being that while Crespo would torture Protestants and 
Freethinkers, McAllister would torture Catholics and 
Freethinkers, Listen to MoeAllister: ‘‘ Those who oppose 


this work now will discover when this amendment is 
made to the Constitution that if they do not see fit to fall 
in with the majority, they must abide the consequences or 
seek some congenial clime.” What the ‘‘ consequences ” 
would be we can easily imagin. *.°.° J. Norwood is a 
vender of the ‘‘ holy " Protestant Bible Society in Valera, 
Venezuela. The priests had him hauled up for selling 
and distributing ‘‘obscene and immoral” literature. 
The books were confiscated. The attention of Comstock 
and the United States postal department is called to this 
decision. ` * "The persecution of Freethinkers in 
Peru has now assumed such a magnitude that on 
several occasions blood has been shed on both sides. It 
is not so bad in the larger cities, but in small towns it 
is dangerous to property and life to be taken for 
a Freethinker. *.'.: Dr. Felicismo López, editor of 
El Deario de Avisos, Guayaquil, Ecuador, and member 
of the senate of that republic, has been excommunicated, 
and as a result lost his seat in the senate. When he left 
the senate chamber he was greeted with ories of ‘‘ Long 
liv Dr. López!” **Down with the priests.” ‘‘Shame on 
the senate of 1894,” 

In July, 1840, John Thorogood was imprisoned at 
Chelmsford, Eng., for refusing to pay church rates, He 
spent twenty-two months in prison rather than pay five 
shillings and sixpence. We hav progressed a little but 
not much from the stage of civilization marked by the 
imprisonment of John Thorogood. In almost every state 
in America the property of the citizen may be sold to pay 
the tax levied for the support of the church. Let any 
taxpayer refuse to pay his assessment because the exemp- 
tion of church property from taxation compels him to 
help build churches and pay the salaries of the ministers, 
and he will find there is no help for it—he will hav to 
pay for the support of religion. Under existing law all 
the forces of the state and national government are in re- 
serve to compel him to pay tribute to the church. 

The Hon. Cecil Rhodes, Premier of Cape Colony, has 


-given tothe Baptist church of South Africa nine thousand 


acres of land in Mashonaland and Matabeleland for mis- 
sionarv purposes. Once more are the heathen spoiled for 
the glory of God and the enrichment of his ministers. 
Rhodes’s campaign, in which he acquired the land he so 
generously givs to the Lord’s anointed, was one of the 
bloodiest in all the ‘‘ record of England's unjust wars.” 
But he knows what attorneys to retain to make the worse 
for him appear the better part. * When the Matabele 
campaign closed the number of wounded prisoners on 
hand was only eight, when, in the course of ordinary 
war, there should hav been hundreds. Rhodes’s marau- 
ders handed prisoners over to the nativ auxiliaries, their 
hereditary enemies, who, after torturing them as much 
as they wished, disposed of them in approved savage 
fashion. At a temperance mass meeting held in 
Leighton Buzzard, Eng., Rev. R. Watkin Jones, Wes- 
leyan, told of the disastrous effects of Sunday-school 
training. He said that ‘‘a few years ago, in an Edin- 
burgh prison, there were 569 prisoners, and 408 of them 
had received instruction in Sunday-schools. ° * * At 
Glasgow it was reported that 62 out of 68 prisoners had 
received Sunday-school instruction. ' * * In Leeds, 
out of 2,000 prisoners, 1,500 bad received instruction in 
Sunday-schools. * * ' After that, a very extensiv in- 
quiry was made by chaplains and others connected with 
the principal prisons of England and Wales, and their re- 
port showed that out of 10,000 prisoners, 6,500 had re- 
ceived instruction in Sunday-schools ' ° some of 
them had been Sunday-school teachers.” -*.:.* At Fins- 
bury Park, London, Christian manners are at their best. 
When the Secularist lecturer, Mr. Rosetti, called atten- 
tion to a few scripture texts, there was a loud call that 
they be read. Mr. Rosetti said that it was impossible to 
read them ins mixed assembly. Then the disturbance 
grew so bad that the chairman was obliged to close the 
meeting. Shortly afterward the police escorted two of 
the Christian opponents out of the park, and later took 
one to the lock-up. He pleaded in defense that he ** bad 
mistaken a Ohristian gentleman for an Atheist,” He 
thought that his zeal for religion should excuse his little 
mistake. The magistrate told him that Atheists had a 
right to speak as well as others, and fined him ten shill- 
ings. * Henry Knight, of Luton, Eng., was fined 
for selling nuts to boys on Sunday. He pleaded that he 
had suffered a long illness from rescuing a child from 
drowning, and had, as & consequence, been for some 
time dependent upon his wife, and so he was anxious to 
earn something for himself. Yet the Christian magis- 
trate fined him! Now he asks why the War Cry is sold 
in the streets on Sunday. Evidently he does not yet 
know very much about Christian law and Christian ideas 
of fair play. Great is missionaryism! Samuel 
Storey said in the House of Commons: ‘‘ Whereever the 
missionaries have gonein Uganda there has followed war- 
fare, bloodshed, cruelty, anger, and all the passions that 
inflame humanity and disgrace Christian people." In 
the Anglican Conference the Rev. R. P. Ashe pointed out 
that the Church Missionary Society, with a revenue of a 
quarter of a million poundsa year, had failed to establish 
a native church in any part of the world. In Fiji, accor- 
ding to Lord Stanmore, the entire life of the Ohristian- 
ized nativs is ‘‘one piece of unreal acting.” The Free- 
thinker says: ‘*It is ‘punishable by fine and imprison- 
ment’ to wear nativ clothing, to make nativ clotb, to 
smoke tobacco, to wear long hair or a garland of flowers, 
to wrestle or play at ball, to build a nativ-fashioned 
house, not to wear shirt and trousers, and in certain lo- 
calities coat and shoes also. It is even a crime to bathe 
on Sunday. ‘To my knowledge,’ says Lord Stanmore, 
‘women hav been flogged for no other offense.’” Beauti- 
ful religion! Let us put God into the Constitution! :. 
The Friends are a small body in England, but very 
wealthy. Recently one of them died, leaving an estate 
valued at more than $5,000,000. On the other hand, Mr. 
Joseph Smith, the Quaker bookseller, devoted a large 
part of his life to the compiling of a bibliography of all 
works written by Quakers or concerning Quakerism, and 
he was left by his brethren to starve in an obscnre street 
in one of the poorest quarters in London. 
—€p»—— 


John Peck’s performance on “A Queer God and 
His Queer Book," in the Truta Szzxzr ÁNNvAL for 
1895, is worth the price of admission. There is only 
one John Peck in the world, and we've got him. 
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Observations. 


Mr. John Burns, the Labor member of the En- 
glish Parliament, is now giving Americans an op- 
portunity to see what a British legislator looks like, 
and incidentally he is instructing us on the Labor 
question. The reception committee having provided 
` me with a ticket, I was enabled to attend the 

Cooper Union meeting last Monday evening, where 

Burns and his friend Holmes and his colleague 
I had considerable 
curiosity to know what an English Labor leader 
would hav to say. I hav heard the American agi- 
tators, and hav not often been able to extract men- 
As a general 
thing they care little for any other effect than to 
Last Monday night at 
Cooper Union the audience did its turn at 
cackling over Burns’s appearance on the plat- 
came to 
speak he would tickle the animals again; but he 
himself 
heard he said: “‘Cheerin’ won't solve the industrial 
He addressed his hearers as “ fellow- 


Benn addressed the multitude. 


tal sustenance from their discourse. 


make the crowd yell. 


form, and I supposed that when he 


did not. As soon as he could make 
problem.” 
citizens.” which they took as a joke and cackled 
over. Then Mr. Burns assured them that he spoke 
advisedly. Said he, “The world is my country, 
and to do good, in an humble way, is my religion.” 
That statement quenched the enthusiasm momen- 
tarily and gave Mr. Burns opportunity to say: “The 
day of the labor agitator is past. Itis time, also, 
to quit dreaming. When a man with a sudden rush 
of brains to the head wants to giv you a plan 
whereby all social difficulties may be adjusted at 
once, don’t waste your time listening to him ;” or 
words to that effect. 

By remarks like the foregoing Mr. Burns con- 
vinced me that he really meant business; that his 
mission here is not to wave a flag in one hand, a 
union label in the other, and cleave the welkin with 
howls. The burden of his address was orgaaiza- 
tion of workingmen according to trade, without re- 
gard to race, color, or creed. This, he claimed, 
would enable the laboring men and women not only 
to maintain living rates of wages, but also to secure 
the repeal of unjust laws. Men were to be educated 
in trades unions for municipal offices, and in munic- 
ipal offices for larger legislativ functions. This, in 
brief, is Mr. Burns's plan for promoting industrial 
equality. 

I doubt if Mr. Burns has his counterpart among 
the industrial reformers of America. He is more 
like Henry George than like any other that I now 
call to mind, but he has no universal panacea for 
application to the outside of the body politic, as Mr. 
George has. Though a Socialist, he does not ad- 
vocate immediate reconstruction of all governments. 
He alludes occasionally to the somewhat effete no- 
tion that when the people are the source of govern- 
ment, the responsibility for the character of that 
government rests in a measure upon the populace 
itself. He argues also that if the laborers, through 
the organization of unions, will work out their own 
redemption from industrial slavery, the government 
will cut a small figure as a ruler, but be an impor- 
tant factor in the general cooperation. 

Some of the Socialists who were present did not 
appear to indorse all the proceedings or all of the 
speech of Mr. Burns. They first asserted them- 
selvs by hissing the chairman, Samuel Gompers, 
who is a trades unionist instead of a Socialist. In 
fact, every time Mr. Gompers appeared at the desk 
he was similarly greeted. The same parties also 
endeavored to howl down Mr. Benn, one of the 
English delegates, and to bring Socialist De Leon 
to the front. At this writing the unity of labor, 
which it is the purpose of Mr. Burns and his colleags 
to effect, and which is the terror of Mr. Herbert 
Spencer, still tarries below the horizon. 


The New York Herald is polling its readers on 
the question of * The Saloon on Sunday.” Iam 
shut out from voting by the form of the ballot, 
which puts the elector on record as in favor of Sun- 
day laws or else in favor of saloons. The opposition 
ballot reads: 


I desire to record my vote in opposition to the opening 
of saloons during certain legal hours on Sunday. 


And the ballot for the other side is as follows: 


I desire to record my vote in favor of the opening of 
saloons during certain legal hours on Sunday. 

That is not a fair statement of the issue. The 
problem is a theological one, and not one of rum or 
norum. A voter may oppose, on moral grounds, 
the opening of saloons during either legal or illegal 
hours, on Sunday or any other day, and still not 
desire to close them by law; or he may favor open 
saloons at all hours of the day and night through- 
out the week. Only the advocates of Sunday laws 
and the saloon men can consistently vote the Her- 
ald's ballots. Neither an open saloon nor an open 


the opera and other public places. Women who do 
this, says Mrs. Grannis, not only court the danger 
of taking a severe cold in the neck, but are respon- 
sible for sending young men off to places where the 
view may be indefinitly extended. In this way the 
upper crust of society contributes to the demorali- 
zation of thelower strata. Mrs. Grannis also testi- 
fied that the effect of the dress upon the wearer 
herself is similar. Great minds before mine hay 
exhausted themselvs in the endeavor to find a good 
reason why women should dress in that manner 
when fashion has always allowed them to wear 
clothes to their chins. We cannot suspect them of 
designedly producing the effect ascribed by Mrs. 
Grannis. Women—that is, women other than the 
moral reformers—think of other things, as I am in- 
formed and believe. Possibly a decolleté dress is a 
mere vanity, to feed which they are ready to endan- 
ger the morals of young men; but they are wrong 
in doing so, for the young man is a tender and im- 
pressionable thing, and with such encouragement 
might become as bad as he wants us to think he is. 
Gro. E. MACDONALD. 


church arouses my hostility to the extent of exciting 
a desire to arrest the proprietor, so long as nothing 
stronger than tħirst or curiosity is invoked to impel 
me to enter either of them. If a man’s conscience 
permits or necessity forces him to sell rum or to 
dispense superstition to those who want that sort 
of truck, I do not recognize the authority of the 
politicians to interfere between him and his cus- 
tomers. The party owning or renting a store or 
building is the one to decide when its doors shall 
be open or closed. 

My ballot would therefore read as follows: “I 
desire to record my vote in favor of abolishing Sun- 
day laws and leaving the opening of saloons, 
churches, and other places of business to the jani- 
tors employed by their several proprietors.” The 
law has no more to do with locking the doors than 
with cleaning the spittoons. 

People who supposed that the Vigilant with a 
twisted centerboard was an American institution 
hav been laboring under delusion; for the English 
people hav furnished us one in the person of Lady 
Somerset, who will join our vigilante, Mrs. Martin, 
in her crusade against photographs, billboards, and 
living pictures. This distinguished moral nympho- 
maniac (as the doctors diagnose cases showing her 
symptoms) recently effected the closing of a concert 
hall in London where more attractiv females than 
Lady Somerset were to be seen, with the result of 
throwing several hundred respectable persons out of 
employment. Mrs. Somerset then turned her atten- 
tion to America. What direction the attractiv women 
took is not known, but wherever they are, it may be 
safely predicted that the virtuous people of London 
will find them and giv them another chance to exert 
their blighting influence. Exactly where morality 
received the benefit through this virtuous Somerset 
—as you might call such a flop—cannot be seen at 
this distance; for the women concerned were not 
reformed, but scattered, and they are sure to con- 
gregate elsewhere, while the crowd whom they 
drew to the concert hall now closed is equally sure 
to follow them. This suggests an aspect of the 
case that Lady Somersault has neglected to view. 
The congregation of an attractiv and benevolent 
female is in itself harmless, and therefore can be 
safely tolerated, especially if the public knows 
where she is and is thereby enabled to avoid her. 
The danger sign is up; everybody knows where the 
thin ice is, where the edge of the roof is located, 
where the water is deep; but ice and roofs and deep 
water are things not to be gotten rid of, and to 
warn people of their danger and keep them away 
is about the best we can do. To show how sensible 
people can do in a similar case, the Freethinker 
does not advocate the closing of the churches and 
forcing the preachers out upon the highways and 
byways to spread their mischief. He prefers to see 
it confined to the churches, for almost anybody can 
tell a meeting-house when hesees it,and need not go 
in unless he wants to, and he deserves no sympathy if 
he does so. The method has to some extent the 
effect of starving the preachers out; hence they 
seek our schools and other public institutions as 
fields of work; and here it is legitimate to meet 
them and force them back. Suppose the Lady 
Somersaults and other moral contortionists should 
adopt that system—that is, let the attractiv and 
benevolent female congregate if she will, but 
warn the public against her, and throw the respon- 
sibility on the person who, in the face of their 
warnings, persists in being demoralized? This, it 
seems to me, would be a fair and square contest 
between morality and its opposit, and would giv the 
better cause a permanent victory on its merits. 
The moralists paint vice as alluring and pleasant in 
its promises, but disappointing in its fulfillment. 
However that may be, the things that a man can’t 
help seeing and hearing before he comes to forty 
year must convince him that what passes under 
the name of virtue has abuses and terrors difficult 
to exceed. It may be frankly suggested that men 
who went to the Empire Garden abused nobody 
but themselvs while on the excursion, and that the 
same could not always be said of those that stayed 
away. Possibly, too, the minds of these Ladf 
Somersets are & trifle affected by jealousy not un- 
mixed with envy. The result of official crusades 
on the excluded class in New York has been to cor- 
rupt those who engaged in it, and nobody bas been 
reformed. 

There is another women reformer in this city 
who deserves encouragement, as compared with the 
Martins and Summersaults. Thatis Mrs. Elizabeth 
Grannis, who has begun the reform at the top of 
society by criticising the foolish women who wear 
low-necked dresses. I cannot repeat the language 
which she has published, but she holds that the 
attractions of Westchester county and other dairy 
regions should not be emulated by attendants at 


News and Notes. 

The Ohio Liberal Society still keeps the torch of 
liberty at the front. President Light and Secretary 
Allen are persistent workers. ‘There is plenty of local 
talent to aid; and whenever a speaker comes from 
abroad he has a splendid welcome. I was greeted 
with a full house on Sunday, November 25th. I 
lectured on the “Mistakes and Superstitions of 
Jesus,” a very fruitful subject when you come to 
study it. It is very difficult to discover the real 
Jesus. He vanishes among the stars when you try 
to find him, like the divinities of Greece. But the 
Jesus of the gospele—the church Jesus—is a very 
extraordinary affair, as remarkable for his weak- 
nesses and defects as for his merits. He certainly 
made a great many mistakes and was a very ignorant 
and superstitious man. I tried to find some Chris- 
tians to defend Jesus—to stand up for him—but no 
one did so. I had logic and history on my side, as 
against pure sentimentalism on the other. The criti- 
cism, in the main, agreed with my estimate of Jesus, 
although some seemed still desirous of keeping the 
halo around his head. He meant well even if he 
was. deluded, it was said. The discussion dashed off 
now and then into the unsounded depths of Anarchy 
and Socialism ; for there is no doubt that Jesus was 
himself an Anarchist and Communist, but not by any 
means a scientific or philosophic reformer. Jesus 
acted more from feeling than through an illuminated 
intellect. He was a rebel, and as such still excites 
a certain sort of admiration. One of my critics 
found fault with Ingersoll because he did not de- 
fend the Anarchists when on trial for their life. I 
replied that it was impossible for any one to decide 
these questions of duty but Ingersoll himself. His 
honesty, his bravery, his devotion to truth cannot 
be questioned. There are many ways to serve 
humanity, and each must choose for himself. There 
is no infallible rule for a reformer. No one knows 
exactly the best way to do. If Ingersoll did all that 
was expected of him by many, he would hav to be 
God Almighty several times over. But Ingersoll is 
a man with the limitations of a man, and his splendid 
genius does not make him greater than humanity. 
He is with us and of us, and he can only do his 
share of the work along the common pathway. It 
is preposterous for any one to mark out a line of 
duty for Ingersoll, as if he were rome enormous 
machine that every little crank has the privilege to 
turn. Ingersoll is & man, and like a man he must 
make his own choice. If he makes mistakes he 
makes them honestly, and the greatest hav done the 
same thing. 

À wonderful commotion he has created among 
the clergy of Cincinnati. Some of them want him 
arrested for blasphemy. Every pulpit has poured 
out its vials of wrath. One Howard Saxby—priest 
or politician, I know not which, has written himself 
down an ass—the very Dogberry of critics. Well, 
it is a good thing to stir up all this bad blood in the 
veins of orthodoxy. It brings the virus to the sur- 
face, and then there is a chance of its being cured. 
Ingersoll is the best doctor that Christianity has 
ever had. It has mightily improved since his sur- 
geon’s knife has been applied. The clergy ought to 
be thankful to Ingersoll for enabling them to get 
rid of so much superstition and giving to Christian- ` 
ity a decent appearance. 

The Liberal Society has blazed a good pathway 
for its winter work. It is expected that Remsburg, 
Steiner, Mrs. Krekel, and Mrs. Freeman will be 
here. Mr. Wilmot is going to giv his ideas of “The 
Orthodox Devil”; Rabbi Wise wilt tell “ Why he is 
not a Christian.” The society has secured a new 
and elegant hall, and this is filled from evening to 
evening and a wide variety of subjects are handled 
by able lecturers. 
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I shall spend the month of December in the north, 
hoping that I shall not be overtaken by a Dakota 
blizzard. Afterwards I shall be in Arizona, at Pres- 
cott aud other places; San Marcial and Santa Fé, 
New Mexico. I expect to lecture at Trinidad, Col- 
orado, during February. I especially desire that 
Liberal friends in Colorado— Denver and vicinity— 
wil arrange for one or more lectures. I want to 
be kept busy. 

Mrs. Freeman will lecture at the East during the 
coming winter, in Cincinnati, Philadelphia, New 
York, Boston, etc. This is the first trip of the 
secretary to the Atlantic coast, and I hav no doubt 
it will be a successful one, and help to consolidate 
our forces for future work. I hope that every 
Liberal society in the East will secure the services 
of Mrs. Freeman. Steiner will also come, and 
Remsburg is leading the way. Let there be a grand 
rally all around for the advance of the Liberal cause. 

Some gain has been made. The leaven of reform 
has already appeared in the meeting of the Milwau- 
kee Protestant ministers. Nearly all of them de- 
clared they were in favor of the state taxing all 
church property. 

This is a sign of the times, 
` Samur P. Puram. 


For Reason and Liberty. 

The intent of Christianity, as avowed by the 
leading exponents of that doctrin, is to save the 
“immortal soul,” and this, also, is the purport of 
the scriptures. If, then, there is no “immortal 
soul,” Christianity and the Bible are without an 
object, are intent upon the accomplishment of. no 
definit purpose, and, consequently, hav no right to 
claim the slightest consideration. 

The jejune and unedifying homilies of the holy 
fathers, and others of their ilk, are replete with long 
and elaborate accounts of the most approved de- 
vices for securing the soul's salvation, but in no in- 
stance do they giv (and, indeed, they rarely attempt 
it) an intelligible and reasonable definition of the 
chief end and object of their solicitude. 

A commonly accepted theory is that the soul is the 
* mind, the understanding, the intellectual prin- 
eiple." "The statement that the mind is immortal 
merits the most emphatic denial. 

The xiitenc? of the mind depends upon the ex- 
istouce of the brain, and the strength of the former 
is marked by the healthy development of the latter. 
This is a fact too well authenticated to admit of 
doubt, having been fully demonstrated by recent 
experiments. When a portion of the brain is in- 
jured, a faculty of the mind is also injured; and 
when & portion of the brain is removed, a corre- 
sponding faculty of the mind isremoved. Now, when 
it is so removed, is it not the hight of absurdity to 
suppose that the missing faculty has winged its 
flight to some far-off region of ecstatic bliss, there 
to sing in glory among the “angels,” throughout 
eternity, while the remainder of the mind is left to 
a lone existence upon this dreary world below, pa- 
tiently awaiting the “calling of the master?” The 
question implies the answer. And would it not be 
equally absurd to suppose that, when the entire 
brain is deprived of life, the mind will emigrate to 
a brighter world than this? 

Let us imagin a man of brilliant intellect. Grant 
that his intellect is his soul and is immortal. He 
becomes a lunatic, a raving maniac. He loses 
every vestige of reason, and the most learned scien- 


tist is unable to discover the faintest trace of intel- 


lect, where it once reigned supreme. Manifestly, it 
is gone. Whither has it gone? “To heaven,” 
sturdily answers the churchman. Soon the lunatic 
is restored to health; reason returns, and his intel- 
lect is with him once more. Are souls allowed a 
free pass to hell, heaven, or purgatory, and return, 
while the body is yet upon earth? It may be true, 
but I dare say my Ohristian friends will not allege it 
to be in conformity with the teachings of the script- 


ures. 


A second theory is that “the soul is the con- 


science, the better part of man’s nature, which lives 
forever.” 


' and monks, but bearded men require something 
that savors, at least, of ordinary intelligence. It is 
impossible to draw a distinction between the con- 
science and the mind, save that the former is a fac- 
ulty of the latter. 

Like other mental faculties, conscience is suscep- 
tible of education and development. Neglected, as 
in the rude intellect of the barbarian, it grovels in 
the dust, and is a stranger to the higher qualifica- 
tions of that of the cultured man; cultivated, it is 
brought nearer to the ideal of perfection. The 
mind conceives original ideas and grasps others. not 
its own. It is this reasoning power which discrimi- 
nates between right and wrong. What is conscience 
but the internal judgment of right and wrong? 


A more pueril and unstable idea could. 
scarcely be conceived. It may suffice for children 


Man is not by nature indued with a knowledge of | 
the rectitude or injustice of his actions. If he is so 
indued, why does it not become apparent before he 
has received any intellectual training ? 
he must learn right and wrong. Virtue is a study. 
Where totally lacking, this faculty has been supplied 
by proper mental cultivation. 
inherent in the human character. 
be eliminated from the character and good ones in- 


The fact is, 


Vice, not virtue, is 
Bad traits may 


grafted in their stead. No man shuns vice instinct- 


ivly, but does it at the dictation of his better judg- 
ment, which is the result of training. An aversion 


to wrong and a love of right may be created, arid 
undoubtedly are created, by man within himself, just 
as he may acquire a knowledge of mathematics, his- 
tory, etc. Some Christians claim that this faculty 
is created by God, but by God it will take them a 
long time to comprehend the difference between 
right and wrong, unless they place some depend- 
ence upon their own intellectual exertions. 

The conscience has no existence distinct from the 
mind, and if the mind is not immortal, it certainly 
cannot be said that the conscience is so. 

A third class, whose saint-like credulity greatly 
exceeds their reasoniug capacity, affirm that the 
* immortal soul” is the life. No one has ever been 
able to satisfactorily demonstrate wherein the fun- 
damental principle of life in man differs from the 
life of other animals. All animal life is essentially 
the same, differing only in minor particulars. If 
the simple element of life is the soul, it is indeed 
difficult to conjecture how one animal can enjoy the 
possession of a soul, to the exclusion of all others. 
Will some shaven sage of the cloister favor us with 
an explanation? If a mammal of the genus homo 
has an immortal soul, why may not a mammal of 
the genus troglodytes be accorded a like attribute? 
The underlying principle of life is essentially the 
same in the one asin the otker; their digestiv, re- 
spiratory, and reproductiv organs are resemblant 
in all respects, ‘and there is a striking similarity in 


all' the features of their anatomy. It is obviously 


inconsistent to say that animal life constitutes the 


soul, and in the next breath say that there is only 


one animal which has a soul If,in the premises, 
they had taken the position that all animals hav souls, 
their theory might, possibly, hav been tenable; but 
as it is, it can hav no foundation in reason or in 
fact. : i 


Still another class maintain that the soul is “ that 
imperceptible, inconceivable, incomprehensible part 
They 
admit that they cannot describe it, know nothing 
of it, and are unable to conceive of its remotest at- 
If they know absolutely nothing of it, and 
cannot understand anything at all about it, having 
no evidence of it (save the insinuations of a few in- 
coherent and unreliable Jewish documents), what 
In 
answer to this it is urged that there are many things 
which we do not understand, yet recognize their 
The problem, 
* What is electricity?” is yet unsolved. But, un- 
like the soul, we hav unmistakable evidences of its 
We see the electric spark, feel its shock, 
No such thing can be said of 
the soul, of whose existence we hav no proof, save 
the idle conjectures of fancy and a superstitious 
veneration of a few ancient writings the authenticity 


of man, given him by the breath of God” 


tribute. 


right, I ask, hav they to assert its existence? 
existence; electricity, for example. 


existence. 
and know its power. 


of which has always been questioned. 


When a man dies, he remains dead a long, long 
time. Perhaps he may liv again, but having no rea- 
sons for believing this we are justified in doubting 
Observation teaches us that all men who liv will 
die; but we are not prepared to say that dead men 
Deaths are common, but resurrec- 


it. 


will liv again. 
tions are few-—yes, very few, and far between. 
What the future will be no man can tell. How 
foolish it is, then, for man to persecute his fellows 
for not believing things of which all are ignorant. 
Every sect frantically endeavors to compel the soul 
to be saved in its own particular manner, when, in 
fact, it is a matter of very grave doubt whether or not 
there is a soul to save. Itrather seems to me thatthe 
better plan would be to alleviate the sufferings and 
ameliorate the condition of the present, physical 
man, and cease this howling warfare of sects and 
creeds, “all about an elephant which none of them 
hav seen.” Theological disputations hav generally 
ended in chains and slavery to the vanquished. 

Let the rights of men be vindicated. The intel- 
lect has too long been held in thral)]dom. Why 
longer bow in abject servility to & superstition 
which has retarded civilization and drenched the 
earth with human blood? It must not, it shall not 
be. Rightand reason will be our gods, and Liberty 
our creed. T. S. Mossy. 


Jefferson City, Mo. 


Tax Detroit Investigator Society meets every Sunday 


afternoon at the hall, No. 32 Monroe avenue. 


evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. 
and Kindness. 
Watkins. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tug Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
Our motto: Freedom 
Everybody invited. Secretary,. William 


Tun First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 


Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
boy every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lec- 
urer. 


Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


J. E. Remspure’s lecture appointments: 


Deo. 9........... Boston, Mass Dee. 13...... Danbury, Conu 
Dee. 11......Brockton, Mass Deo. 14......New York, N. Y 
Dec. 12....... Milldale, Conn Dee. 16...... Brooklyn, N. Y 


Cor. R. G. IxagRsornr's lecture route is as follows : 


Dee. 9.. ...Providence, R. I Deo. 17........ Richmond, Ya 
Dec. 10....Fall River, Mass Deo. 19..... Philadelphia, Pa 
Dec. 11.New London, Conn Deo 20....... Baltimore, Md 
Dec. 16... Washington, D. C 


Mrs. M. A. Freeman will make a trip east. about the 


first of January. and would like to secure engagements 


for lectures in Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania, New York 
and Massachusetts. Those desiring her services will 


please write her st once 1037 West Madison street, 


Chicago, Ill. 


FRANKLIN STEINER is now arranging a trip eastward 
through Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, 
and Massachusetts. Address him at once to box 882, Des 
Moines, Iowa. He will return early in the spring. The 
Liberals of St. Oharles, Minn., are thinking of engaging 
Mr. Steiner for 8 three months course some time in the 
near future. 


Tum Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 


in Knabe Hall, 26 W. Fourth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December: 
December 9th—‘‘ Revenue or Robbery.” Ernest T. 


Fries. 

December 16th—‘‘Adam.and Eve." Allen O. Myers. 

December 23d—‘‘A Popular Exposition of Geology.” 
Samuel A. Miller. 

December 30th —** Why I am not a Christian." Rabbi 
Isaac M. Wise. 


Tur Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for December: 

December 9th—‘‘ Political Aspects of Socialism.” Del- 
more Elwell. s 
December 16th —**Some Flaws in Christ's Credentials." 
. E. Remsbureg. 
December 23d—‘‘ Christmas Sermon." Henry Rowley. 
Dee 30th—*'The Christian Religion." Raymond 
, Perrin. 


Tux Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 
December 9th (2.80)—‘‘The Duty of a Good Citizen." 

Rev. J. W. Nichols. 
.— The Historic Personality of Jesus Christ.” 
Rev. W. H. Furnace. 
December 16th (2.80)—'* God and the State.” Charles 
W. Mowbray. 
7.30—‘‘Our Christ.” Rabbi J. Leonard Levy. 


Tug Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free. All welcome. Program for December: : 


December 11th—‘‘ Four Years of Convent Life.” Vol- 
tairine de Cleyre. 
December 18th—‘‘ Browning’s Statue and Bust." George 


Brown. 
December 25th—No meeting Christmas night or New 
Year’s night. 
Radical Library open 7.30 to 10 p.m. Dues 15 cents 
per month. 


Tur Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, Now 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for December: 
December 7th—''Inzersol and the Bible.” Henry 
Frank. 

December 14th—‘'Some Facts About the Bible.” John 
E. Remsburg. 

December 21st—**Inereased Production the Only Hope 
for Mankind.” Starr Hoyt Nichols. 

December 28th — T wenty-fifth anniversary of the Liberal 
Olub. All friends are invited to come and celebrate 
with us in a special program. 


S. P. Purwam’s lecture appointments: 
Hoople, N. Dak., Dec. 8, 9. 

Park River, N, Dak., Deo. 10-12. 
Conway, N. Dak., Dec. 13-15. 

Fargo, N. Dak., Dec. 18-20. 

St. Charles, Minn., Dec. 22, 23. 

San Marcial, N. M.. Dec. 29 to Jan. 2. 

Mr. Putnam will lecture during the month of January 
at Prescott, Arizona. It is hoped that friends in the 
vicinity and throughout Arizona will make arrangements 
for lectures at this time, and push the Freethought work. 
Mr. Putnam will also arrange to lecture in New Mex- 
ico, Colorado, and Kansas on his return from Arizona. 
Those wishing lectures in any of these states will commu- 
nicate with S. P. Putnam, 234 Sonth Water street, Ohi- 


cago. 


One-half of the human race cannot'progress alone. 
In the effort to do so it has thrown itself into a 
tangle that has filled its madhouses, its hospitals 
and its homes, alas! with dwarfed, half-developed 
human pawns who are the legitimate fruit of the 
conditions under which they are born and under 
which they develop.— Helen .H. Gardener,in Truth 
Seeker Annual for 1895. 
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betters of Friends. 


‘© Book of Books?? as a Missionary. 
SxownzGAN, Mr., Nov. 18, 1894. 


Mr. Eprrog: Your book of books, 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought,” 
has come into our house, and we think it 
shows great success on Putnam’s part as & 


searcher for historic facts. 


Ihsv already sent it on its missionary 
tours, and expect it to make better con- 


verts than the evangelical missionaries. 
Dr. F. S. Biegrow. 


Freethought Shall Rale the World. 
Santa Cruz, Can., Nov. 12, 294. 


Mr. Eprron: I hav just finished the pe- 
rusalof **Four Hundred Years of Free- 
Ithink it is the best book I 
hav ever read. It shines like the sun in 
every corner, and givs the most eloquent 
epitome of universal human history. It 
proves that it is Freethought, and not the 


thought.” 


gods or devils, which rule the world. 
Honor to its author, and all prosperity. 
With best wishes, yours ever, 
VIOTOR LAINE. 


Doesn’t Want to Wait So Long. 

Jaoxson, TxNN., Nov. 14, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: What has old man Calder 
done that he does not get any paper this 
week? I would rather go without break- 
fastany day in the week than miss my 
Tnaurg SxkEkER. If you issue the paper on 
Thursday, it takes a hell of a long time to 
eome to Jackson. Iscarcely ever get it be- 
fore Tuesday. Inclosed you will find a dime, 
for wbich you will please forward as soon 
as you ean one copy of your paper for 
November 10th. Assoon as the pay car 
comes this month I will send you a small 

order. Joun A, CALDER. 


More Than Satisfactory. 
Newport, O., Nov. 26, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I write to let you know 
that the three copies of **Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought" ordered by me 
were all received in good shape, and are 
more than satisfactory. 

I think Heston's ‘‘ A Thanksgiving Re- 
minder,” in your paperof November 24th, 
should be tacked up in every public office 
and other public place in this country. It 
ought to be enlarged to life size and adorn 
every pulpit and every church door in this 
country on the 29th of this month. 

E. P. Bry. 
Hard Times, but the Paper ‘‘ Gets There.”? 
. Omana, Nes., Nov: 23, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I think I will be able to 
raise a subscriber in Council Bluffs. In- 
closed please find fifty cents for three 
months, snd send THe TRUTH SEEKER to 
Mr. Russell. 

Iam doing all I can to get subscribers 
for the best and most fearless Freethought 
publication I hav ever read. All complain 
of hard times, but Taz TRUTH SEEKER is 
*' getting there” ‘‘all the same.” 

With best wishes, I am truly yours. 

Joan MoARDLE, 


Lights the Pathway of Life. 

East JORDAN, Mrox., Nov. 26, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I must hav your paper, 
and you will find inelosed $1.50 to apply 
on same, Your splendid paper is the only 
ray of light that ever reaches here; there 
never has been a Freethought speech here. 
I think if we could hav one it would do 
much good. I went to the Methodist 
Episcopal church last night, and the pulpit- 
pounder told us that Infidelity had never 
cast one ray of light on the dark shadow 
of death. He may be right, but it does 
throw lots of light on the road we are 

traveling. W. R. STEWART, 


Willing to Pay Their Way. 


Tampa, FLA., Nov. 22, 1894, 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $5 for 
renewal and one new subscriber. I said I 
would get a subscriber before I sent again 
for your paper. I hav received Putnam’s 
** Four Hundred Zears of Freethought.” 
It isa great book, and is well worth twice 
its price. I am well satisfied with the 


book. Tampa is growing un into 8 city 
very rapidly, and with it all creeds seem 
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ventist. 


it, as all churches should do. 


us quite happy. CO. W. WELLS. 


From a Red-Hot Republican. 
Kenr, O., Nov. 18, 1894. 


Camp.” 


them. 


dishonor.” Yours for the whole truth, 


M. H. Hx1iagrox. 


[In our restricted ** News Column,” we 
ean giv only the salient features of elec- 
tion returns in general and such specific 
figures as come in from time to time in the 


daily reports. — Ep, T. S.] 


Has Interested a Minister. 
EsknipGE, Kan., Oct. 9, 1894, 
Mr. Eprron: Inelosed please find $1 for 
four months' subscription to your paper. 
I shall say and do what little I can while I 
liv to make mankind truly free. An old 


minister of this place has become interested 
in theprinciples of Freethought and would 
like to get some ancient history, one that 
treats of events as far back as can be 
reached. I referred him to several. 
you may be able to suggest something in 
this line that would be of great benefit to 
him; some ancient history treating on 


But 


ancient worship, the-origin of all religions. 


I gave him 8 great deal of information on 
that point, and while hegeems to hav great 
confidence in me, he would like to read it 
himself. 
loaned them, and some were never re- 
turned. 


I had some such books, but I 


C. V. Winnuiws. 
[We would cordially recommend John 


8. Hittell’s ** Mankind in Ancient Times." 
Four volumes, $6.—Ep. T. S.] 


Who Will Giv Him Work? 
New Yorks, Nov. 22, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: You wil permit me, a 


stranger, to trouble you by a few lines. 


I should like to ask you if you could giv 


me any advice how to get some work, or if 
you know somebody that wants help, no 
matter what kind of work it may be, if I 
am able to do it, 
by trade; came from Winona, 
about two years ago to New York. I 
belonged with the Freethinkers there and 
took the Freidenker from Milwaukee for 
six years. 
place in these dull times. 
my means are all gone. 

any religious society for work. 
much confidence in you that you will giv 
me advice how to get work, to earn a little 
io support my wife and family. Iam not 


I am a cabinet maker 
Minn., 


I could not since get a steady 

I am here, and 
I cannot call on 
I hav 


very well posted. in this language; you 


will excuse that, but I hope you will un- 


derstand what I mean to say. 
THEODOR PALME. 
149 First avenue, rear house, New York. 


An Error of Date Corrected. 
Cuinton, IA., Nov. 19, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: In the little item in last 
week's TRUTH SEEKER, on the transit of 
Mercury, you let a little error creep in. 
It took place on the 10th, not the 11th, and 
although I had made calculation for over 
two years to see it, I got left. The day 
here was cloudy, the sun not appearing at 
all. I felt greatly disappointed, as I had 
invited the members of the schools to 
come to my observatory, and the time of 
the day was so remarkably favorable, from 
10 a.m. till half-past 3 r.m., five and one 
half hours. The next transit will take 
place Nov. 14, 1907. The one after on 
Nov. 7,1914. The third on May 7, 1924. 
They occur at intervals of thirteen, seven, 


ten, three, ten, and three years, and always 
The last was on 
The May transit shows the 
planet going angling downwards. The 


in May or November. 
May 9, 1891. 


to flourish, even to the Seventh-Day Ad- 
They hav had a campmeeting 
here, and gained a good many members 
from other churches, and it seems they hav 
settled right here to stay. They hav built 
8 church, and say they will pay taxes on 
That is 
honest. We are having very fine weather, 
plenty to do, and lots of money. It makes 


Mr. Eprror: From Taz Trouts SEEKER 
of the 17th I learn that ‘‘ Illinois, Wiscon- 
consin, New Jersey, New York, Missouri, 
and Delaware hav gone into theRepublican 
To that half truth why did you 
not add West Virginia, Indiana, Kansas, 
Colorado, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, 
which the Democrats conceded lost to 
Did you wish to let them down 
easy? Even the Memphis Appeal says 
that nothing is left to Democracy but 
Mississippi and heaven, and might hav 
added hell and Texas or ‘‘ perfidy and 


should hav no use for any publications of 


they sprang. No objections hav reached 
my ears even from church members of any 
persuasion, although many Catholics and 
some Protestants were in attendance, 
Three of these funerals were conducted 
from the Methodist Episcopal church. 

N. J. SALISBURY. 


November transit goes angling upwards, 
and always from left to right. 
Fraternally, James A, GREENHILL. 


The Chief Pillar of the Church. 
CurystovaL, Antz., Nov. 13, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: I think the following ex- 
tract from Chevalier des Moussesux, 
** Moeurs et Pratiques des Demons," will 
answer your correspondent, Wm. L. 
Marsh, as to questions 4 and 7. It must 
be remembered that this is the voice of the 
Roman church: 

The devil is the chief pillar of faith. 
He is one of the grand personages whose 
life is closely allied with that of the church; 
and without his speech which issued out 
so triumphantly from the mouth of the 
serpent, his medium, the fall of man could 
not have taken place. Thus, if it was not 
for him, the savior, the crucified, the re- 
deemer, would be but the most ridiculous 
of supernumeries and the cross an insult to 
good sense. 

When reason and common sense shall 
succeed in making an end of the Devil 
(with a big D) the battle with ignorance, 
superstition, and bigotry will be more than 
half won. According to the above extract 
the Devil is a more important personage 
to the church than even God himself. 
** He is the chief pillar of faith,” therefore 
God is a second-rate figurehead. With a 
proper understanding of law and matter, 
the only two elements of which man abso- 
lutely knows anything, both the Devil and 
God will be eliminated from human con- 
sideration. O. F. THORNTON. 


Conduciv te Welfare in This World. 

Cowroman Larr, B. C., Oct. 28, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: I wrote you some time ago 
to stop my copy of the paper (my letter 
probably miscarried), it seeming to be too 
expensiv for these times. However, I’m 
better satisfied now that it came, because 
there is much in it that seems (in my opin- 
ion) to be more conduciv to a person's 
welfare in this world as well as the next 
than the ofttimes devoid of common-sense, 
meaningless drivel of the supposed sky- 
‘pilots. Then, again, there's Putnam's 
new book with its splendid collection of 
portraits, biography, etc. There ought 
to be within its covers a vast field of inter- - 
est and study for the student of human 
nature. There are many people men- 
tioned whose pictures I shall be glad to . 
see. : 

There is a splendid sermon given in the 
issue of October 13. I read it only about 
twenty times with increased relish every 
succeeding time, The passages from 
which the text is taken used to prove quite 
entertaining to me in days gone by, when 
I used to be supposed (false supposition) 
to be preparing for a residence in the 
clouds; but this last expatiation by the 
gifted and eloquent —— ——, his capti- 
vating way of handling the sacred subject 
leaves an impression that will last for some 
time. 

I am much interested in Ingersoll’s 
writings; will remit you this coming year 
for several books, 

My opinion is that you do a lot of good. 

CHARLES A, BAYLOR. 


A Witless Evangelist. 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., Nov. 19, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: John de Witt, the **com- 
mercial traveler and drummer-evangel- 
ist,” haranged the Young Men’s Christian 
Association last Sunday. He said that 
as he was buying a paper from a stand 
in New York his grip, containing all his 
clothing and toilet articles, was stolen 
from the table where he had set it down by 
his side, and he had to buy a collar and 
borrow a comb to make himself present- 
able. But he was glad, ashe hoped that 
the Bible in his bag would convert some 
one. He cautioned zealous Christians not 
to tackle Infidels and Atheists without 
being thoroughly prepared by reading the 
** word of God” and getting filled with the 
Holy Ghost; ‘‘for,” said he, ‘‘they are 
hard to manage, and if you pitch into an 
Atheist when you are not thus armed he 
has the best of the argument and will make 
you sit down on the ice so suddenly you 
will see more stars than appear from an 
observatory; at leastif you hav the curios- 
ity to try it, don't do it in a crowd, for it 
is the Atheist's delight to humiliate you 
and he will do it every time. I am armed 
with the word of God, and with that I 
once met the great Infidel orator, Bob In- 
gersoll, and floored him, as has been pub- 
lished in the papers all over the country, 
and in thousands of H. L, Hastings’s anti- 
Infidel] tracts. It was on the station plat- 
form at Cleveland, O." With beating 
heart he offered the bold pagan a tract en- 
titled, ‘‘Twelve Things Which Won't 
Win Salvation.” Ingersoll read the title 
ard thrust it back, saying: 

* T don't want heaven.” 

** No," said the drummer-evangelist, **it 
don't say heaven, but salvation." 

Ingersoll took it again, and read: 

** First, a lovely character will not win 
salvation." 

** What!" said he, **if a lovely character 
won't win salvation, I don't want it. I 
would rather go to hell.” 

“ But," continued the drummer-evangei- 
ist, ‘‘ I soon put him in a hole, for I kept 
up conversation, and mentioning Dixon, 
whom Mr. Ingersoll had sued for saying 
something about him which he did not 
like, he flew into a passion and. marched 
up and down the platform, the maddest 
man I ever met. ‘There,’ said I, ‘ you 
hav proved by your own manner that you 
are not entitled to salvation by your own 

test.’’ 
i 


Likes to Be Scalped Occasionally. 


New HARTFORD, IA., Nov. 12, 1894. 

Mr. Eprros: Iowa never got it where 
the chicken got the sx until this summer. 
In this part of Iowa our hay, corn, potato, 
and buckwheat crops were almost entire 
failures. Small fruit was also cooked be- 
fore ripening. You may think it wonderful 
that in the face of all this I am possessed of 
even & dollar. The Lord chasteneth those 
he loveth, and in giving his darlings the 
devil he has overlooked me, so in conse- 
quence I can come to the center. In- 
closed is $2 to chalk me ahead on subscrip- 
tion and fifty cents for our Bob's ‘‘The 
Holy Bible," also ‘‘Church Property” 
and ‘‘Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle." It may 
be that all of us do not take kindly to all 
George E. Macdonald says, but we hanker 
after it; so please do not let the cranks 
head him off. If every Infidel’s views 
were identical with mine on all subjects, I 


that kind. Hoping that George will con- 
tinue to rattle our dry bones in his own 
original way, and that in doing so he will 
neither pity, spare, nor hav mercy, I am, 
Yours sincerely, Meu. Prirnox. 


Money of Freethinkers Wasted on Presch- 
ers. 
Bopig, Car., Nov. 15, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: You will please find in- 
closed $5.75, for Ingersoll's ** Holy Bible," 
**Shakspere," and ''Lincoln," ‘‘Is Bui- 
cide a Sin?” and for ‘‘Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought.” 

Our mining camp has been relieved for 
the last five months of the company of a 
Methodist expounder of the so-called holy 
writ. All who hav represented the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church in this section 
heretofore hav come smong us poor and 
needy, as the prodigal son is represented 
to hav been, and at the expiration of their 
allotted time they hav gone with plenty of 
the filthy lucre, their families well clothed 
and provided with all the necessaries of 
life, these donations coming from the hands 
of a liberal minded, Freethinking com- 
munity. Eighty per cent are of that per- 
suasion. 

A holy father keeps his residence in our 
midst, but he will not'assist a lost soul on 
the road to the everlasting. All souls are 
lost that do not belong to his church, 
Therefore some one has to perform the 
last sad rites at the grave of the departed, 
or let them be placed in the earth unno- 
ticed and uncared for even by sympathetic 
human brotherhood. Five human beings 
hav crossed the dark river of death during 
this vacancy in the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and I hav been called upon to 
officiate in the closing scenes, which efforts 
hav given satisfaction to the living, and I 
am quite sure to the dead, for they hav 
been consigned to thatnature from whence 
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The next point attempted by this Davidio 
slinger of gospel slang (for nearly every 
second word was from the jargon of the 
slums, and scarcely a grammatical sen- 
tence occurred in his whole talk) was the 
inability of Infidels to back up their asser- 
tions and to quote scripture correctly. 
Said he, ‘‘I once offered an unbeliever 
fifty dollars to show a real self-contradic- 
tion in the Bible, and the money lay sefe 
in my pocket, for it could not be produced. 
Again I offered ten dollars if he«would 
quote one verse correctly and tell me what 
verse and chapter it was. This smashed 
him. It is impossible to quote and specify 
scripture correctly without the aid of the 
Holy Ghost.” 

I ached to quote Matt. vii, 1: ‘‘ Judge 
not that ye be not judged, for by that 
judgment ye judge ye shall be judged,” 
but opportunity was not given for remarks, 
and I did not wish to gét into a muss with 
those who were not worth the breath to 
blow away a fly. Elder Farman, Seventh- 
Day Adventist, I heard preach in Lowell a 
week before, and he said that there were 
many men who could quote scripture from 
beginning to end and half way back again 
who would not be saved because they had 
not the Holy Ghost inthem. Who, I ask, 
shall be a guide to salvation when gospel 
gushers thus disagree? Certainly I shal] 
not choose for my sky-pilot a traveler so 
witless as to lose his own grip from under 
his elbow. Joan P. Gui. 


To Whose Advantage is Protection? 


Howzrok, QUE., Nov. 5, 1894. 

Mr. Eprro2: Since the question of free 
trade has been in discussion I hav many 
a time grabbed my pen to take exception 
to the arguments advanced in favor of 
protection and as often hav I flung it back 
into the rack and relapsed into silence, 
thinking that protection writers able to 
use as good language as they do can hardly 
be supposed to be wanting the necessary 
intelligence to comprehend the problem; 
hence I concluded that the defect is in 
their will or in my own intellect. If my 
understanding is correct, ‘‘ protection ” is 
their creed and protection they must hav, 
right or wrong. Of late years I hav dis- 
covered that there are political bigots and 
fanatics as well as religious ones. I know 
some who believe in protection only be- 
cause it is a plank of the Republican plat- 
form and the question whether it is right 
or wrong is to them too sacred to be 
entered upon. They can no more con- 
sider it than a good Christian will consider 
the blasphemous question: ‘‘Is there a 
God?” ‘Like all defenders of bad causes, 
the protectionists hav a good flow of lan- 
guage, but in all their letters they exhaust 
their ability in threats and promises and 

.when they get to the (supposed to be) 
argumentativ portion of the letter their 
mental power has dwindled to nothing. 

To me the case seems so clear that I 
wonder at anyone outside of an insane 
asylum, not & producer of the protected 
goods, being a protectionist, when I realize 
the fact that I am not incarcerated in one 
of those institutions of safety. 

When a Citizen of the United States 
buys anything in a foreign country he, or 
the party of whom he buys it, must pay & 
tax on the same. This enables the home 
producer to demand that much more of & 
price for the same kind of goods. Is not 
this already an injustice, no matter who 
pays the duty on the foreign goods? 
Does not the home producer realize a 
profit at the expense of the buyer? 

Then how anyone can make out that the 
whole amount of duties paid at the bound- 
ary line comes out of the foreigner who 
sold the goods is beyond my comprehen- 
sion; but we will suppose that he does, 
and what difference does it make? Are 
the United States completely surrounded 
by fools too stupid to make the same rule 
work both ways? Or will the coming pro. 
tectionist make the stupid foreigner pay 
the duty both ways? If he cannot do that, 
as you export about as much as you import, 
the one must balance the other. Thet 
does away with the possibility of a general 
benefit to the country. Then the duties 
collected on the boundary line do no ma- 
terial good to anyone except by giving 
good positions to the collectors on both 
sides of the line. 


that the amount collected does not much 
more than meet the expense of collecting. 
Then if any class of citizens is benefited 
by protection, it must be at the expense of 
another class of citizens of the same coun- 
try. Iam not surprised to find the pro- 
ducers of protected goods in favor of pro- 
tection, but it beats me to find laborers 
upholding it. The cunning producer at- 
tributes all the good that exists to proteo- 
tection. ‘‘Compare your wages with 
European wages,” he says. To this Mr, 
Groh givs a good answer in Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER of October 27th. Still I may add 
to it that the difference in the wages is not 
great when the price paid for the neces- 
saries of life is considered. Besides this, 
Europe is over-populated and the people 
are yet obeying the orders of their clergy 
—to produce as large families as possible. 
The result is a large number of them must 
emigrate, not in'search of higher wages, 
but to find employment. ‘‘High wages 
caused by protection” seems to me quite 
ridiculous. In substance, the employer 
says: ‘‘ Pay me a high price for my goods 
and I will pay you high wages.” How in 
the name of common sense the Iaborer can 
expect that the employer will giv him back 
more than he received from him in the 
first place is a puzzle to me. I do not 
even expect him to return it all. We hav 
shown that protection brings no profits 
from outside. Like the saloon-keeper and 
his wife taking turn about as ‘‘ tender” 
and **eustomer," the bottles must eventu- 
ally be emptied, leaving no money in the 
till. 

Wages are regulated by the supply and 
demand, and as there is no duty on labor- 
ers, when immigration fails to supply, the 
manufacturer goes after it. Some years 
ago I went on a visit to Fall River. I was 
there a week and I noticed that every 
morning, after the factories had their full 
supplies there was a large number of 
laborers left at the door and the city had 
opened public soup houses to prevent the 
unemployed from starving, When I re- 
turned home, to my great surprise I found 
agents of the factories hiring people and 
paying their fare to Fall River. 

If a Freethinker is so situated that pro- 
tection is to his benefit I would not blame 
him for enjoying it as long as it lasts, but 
it seems to me it ill becomes an honest 
man, intelligent enough to be a Free- 
thinker, to advocate such a miserable 
cause. 

This is only one of many injustices that 
exist and it is no wonder when we Consider 
that law-making has always been in the 
hands of the rich. One by one they must 
all go as the laborer becomes intelligent. 
But the process is very slow. The great- 
est trouble is, not to put down the leaders, 
but to wean the oxen from cherishing 
their yoke. CHARLES LAPEROHE. 


Unconscious Cerebration. 


SaAarNAw, Miom., Nov. 10, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Unconscious cerebration, 
discussed by Dr. Maudsley and others, 
has imparted to it an interest—I might say 
a constantly increasing interest—so much 
so that this question is often suggested: 
What special phenomena are included in 
what is called unconscious cerebration. 
The phenomena to which this question re- 
fers are doubtless the work of the mental 
and sensorial apparatus which fails to reach 
consciousness at the time the work is being 


done or accomplished. It seems as though. 


the field of unconscious cerebration is 
quite unimportant in early life; this, at 
any rate, is reasonable presumption. 
Sensorial reports and consciousness in 
early life are so closely allied that when 
one stops the other does likewise. That is 
to say, they act in such ready codrdinated 
responsivness that consciousness seldom 
fails to grasp all sensorial reports and this 
renders unconscious cerebration doubtful, 
and makes plausible the conjecture that 
unconscious cerebration mostly comes in 
the life of man when his mental organic 
processes are so highly stimulated that 
consciousness fails to hold its own and 
hence fails to cognize what is passing. It 
is in a state of rest and nutrition. The 
mental and sensorial apparatus is furnish- 
ing material for unconscious cerebration, 
and hence it is reasonable to assume that 


Mr, Peck has shown! the brain grants place to unconscious 


cerebration which is in excess of place 
granted to conscious cerebration. The 
field of unconscious cerebration is relativly 
increasing over that of conscious cerebra- 
tion 28 & consequence of the greater com- 
plexity in experience which forces greater 
mentaland sensorial work. Much of our 
every-day life in the complexity of our 
experience is done through unconscious 
cerebration. Consciousness often plays 
but & small part amid the material sur- 
rounding it. Many performances take 
place in the sensorial and mental field 
without attending consciousness and are 
done as well as if watched by conscious- 
ness. The organic process of thought, 
through which thought comes, has but lit- 
tle to do with consciousness. Dr. Mauds- 
ley says: ‘‘The formation of an idea is an 
organic process that takes place by imper- 
ceptible degrees beyond the range of con- 
sciousness itself. Inlike manner 
the catenation ofa group or series of ideas 
is an organic process of which conscious- 
ness has no knowledge." Herein we hav 
the key to a large class of phehomena and 
herein lies the ability to play off on the 
multitude many delusions. Millions of 
registrations hav taken place upon the 
brain tissues to which consciousness was 
not aroused. And herein lies the reason 
that it comes to pass under certain brain 
stimulations that these unconscious regis- 
trations float into consciousness and con- 
sciousness is called upon to recognize 
strangers who demand attention. Some- 
times only a face, in the terms of speech 
or song. Faces seen, words are spoken, 
and in many other forms visitors appear, 
all of whom were registered in or through 
unconscious cerebration. These numer- 
ous Visitors hav taken consciousness by 
surprise, and here comes an explanation— 
to many the only one: These are ghostly 
visitors having taken quiet possession of 
consciousness. But then we remember 
that these visitors to whom we hav re- 
ferred hav found their way into conscious- 
ness in the way we hav suggested through 
unconscious cerebration and hav won 
recognition through brain stimulation. 
This brain stimulation has conditions such 
as usually lie outside of the normal. 
Hence it is reasonable to assume that all 
cannot hay these peculiar experiences. 
These impressiv experiences can come 
to only a certain class in whom specialized 
molecular arrangements exist. Really, 
almost the entire field of delusion may 
find its data in unconscious cerebration. 
Doubtless many a ghostly visitant will 
lose his reputation when seen in the light 
of unconscious cerebration. But those 
thus possessed will hardly see the force of 
this reasoning. People who hav these ex- 
periences are doubtless honest and sincere. 
I hav endeavored to show only a reason- 
able method in the light of which an ex- 
planation of the phenomena which we hav 
considered may be rendered. I do not 
deny or controvert the fact that these ex- 
perienoes may demand another method 
than the one which I hav suggested. I 
confess that there are scientists who admit 


‘the theory of unconscious cerebration, 


such as I maintain, but do not consider 
it competent to account for this special 
ghostly experience. I would suggest that 
it sometimes comes to pass that pre- 
arranged opinions necessarily come of an 
accidental arrangement, molecular ar- 
rangement or adjustment. to see and sense 
things outside of the normal state of the 
organic process through which the fur- 
niture of consciousness is to,be considered. 
J. H. BURNHAM. 


Gods of Superstition and Gods of Beason. 
New York, Nov. 22, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: The only god I can con- 
ceive of is the ‘‘Infinity of Time." It had 
no beginning; it will never hav end; just 
asis asserted of the ‘‘ Christian’ God, it 
develops the seed into the tree and the 
embryo into the child; just as is claimed for 
the ‘* Christian” God. It produced and 
produces and will ever produce itself. It 
is all over the universe at the same time, 
and always present in every nook and 
area, Just as is averred of the ‘‘ Chris- 
tian” God. It cannot be interfered with 
or annihilated; but it cannot hay moods 
or revenge, worshipers or priests, neither 
can it hav sons or produce an ''immacu- 
late” conception. It cannot produce or 


alleviate pain, nor eradicate carbuncles. 
It wants no priests or prayers. It is infin- 
ity. It is no human invention. 

It has transformed the mighty elements 
of force and matter into the universe ; 
it has molded planets and stars in its 
almighty crucible, and lastly, and least of 
all, it has changed the surface of the 
world. Time works evolution, and evolu- 
tion does the work attributed by Chris- 
tians to ‘‘God.” Now what necessity 
or possibility is there of & ‘‘ personal” 
God? The elements of matter which com- 
pose every bone in every body and every 
drop of blood in every animal system, 
must hav always existed and will ever ex- 
ist in a much different form. The ele- 
ments of force which are expressed by 
our movements must ever hav existed, but 
also in a different form; for there is not 
one iota more force and matter in the uni- 
verse now than there was at the time 
which I will designate by minus infinity, 
and plus infinity will possess not one iota 
more than minus infinity, but it will 
exist in a far different shape and form, 
owing to transformation and evolution, 
the workings of time and nature hand in 
hand. 


The ignorant world to-day thinks that 
immense rainfall is a gain to the world. 
They do not know that there is not one 
drop more or less water now than there 
was a million million years ago. The sun 
borrows but always givs back, the medium 
being the fleecy cloud. So we see that 
from the infinit bulk of force and matter 
which existed in minus infinity time 
through evolution has wrought the uni- 
verse and this tiny world so perfect in its 
mechanism; the five ages of man were but 
infinitly small stepping-stones in this 
almighty transformation. When time and 
evolution formulated the present uni- 
verse, the sun received an immense per- 
centage of force and matter; it radiated. 
and will radiate this force and matter, and 
through its beams impart power and life 
to its attending planets, and even to & very 
small degree to the stars. It will radiate, 
but not to infinity, for it will die out in 
time and gradually, just as all the flery 
planets did, but the force and matter 
which it once had will hav been radiated 
into space and imparted to the planets, 
and as space is infinit, not one iota will 
hav been lost. Such is the economy of 
nature. A steam engin is propelled by 
steam; steam is derived from fire, fire 
from coal, coal from nature, which has 
saved it through ages, and we use it; but 
coal is the power of the sun concentrated, 
and to release that power combustion is 
essential: We may also obtain the color 
as it was imparted millions of years 
ago (not, as the Bible says, 6,565 years). 
Thus again we see the economy of na- 
ture. She has saved all the power which 
seemed useless and is perpetually saving; 
every motion of a man’s arm is not force 
or power lost, but, producing miniature 
whirlwinds, effects the whole universe 
forever in an infinitly small degree. The 
food we eat is never wasted, but produces 
an exact proportion of tissue and muscle. 
When we die our bodies are not wasted, 
for they mingle with the soil and stimu- 
late vegetation indirectly forever. So we 
see not one infinitesimal part of force and 
matter is wasted in this grand system, and 
time alone unites changes with the original 
force and matter. The world, so long as 
history has chronicled its happenings, 
has never been troubled by the whims of 
& personal God, but time has ever been 
omnipotent. The conception of & personal 
God is an unnatural one and does not ac- 
eord with infinity. 'There is no room in 
this matter-of-fact, cause-and-effect, lack- 
of-miracle universe for personal gods, 
invented seemingly to extract offering and 
moneys from trusting mortals, to support 
a corrupt priesthood and encourage prepos- 
terous superstitions. But if the cancer of 
superstition and the poison of bigotry hav 
made such inroads on human reason, why, 
then, worship ‘‘God,” but do not support 
priests and ministers, liars and hypocrits, 
as middlemen, for if possibly, or rather 
impossibly, there is such a thing as a per- 
sonal God, who heeds your prayers, he 
would surely rather hear them direct from 
your hearts thau through the hypocritical 
mumblings of paid sorcerers and indolent 
ycophants, W. MOREBROOK. 
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Ghildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 


tiona for this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Spider’s Oration. 


Come, children, who fancy we spiders are fools. 

And view the lace houses we build without tools. 

I’m just about finishing one at the lattice. 

Come quick. and I'll operate for you, all gratis. 

And where do you think are my shutttle and 
loom? 

You see no machinery here in the room, 

No silk thread nor cotton, and yet you all see 

This wonderful fabric is woven by me. 


It’s all in my little round abdomen here, 

Nosteam apparatus to burst, never fear! 

It’s hard to explain to you just how I do it. 

Look sharp,and perhaps your bright eyes will 
see through it. 

The costume Cinderella wore at her first ball 

Was wrought by an ancestor, robe, veil, and all. 

With hues of the rainbow the fabric was blended, 

She captured the prince, but you know how it 
ended. 

What would a fine lady not giv to possess 

A Rpider-web drapery o’er a silk dress! 

The weaver, if human, would win a great name, 

While artisan spiders no merit may claim 

For the unobtrusiv and skillful and wise, 

We try to relieve you of troublesome flies. 

We're hunted and scouted with duster and broom, 

And all our fine tapestry swept from the room. 

When questions, ' What spiders were made for?" 


arise, 
Some wisencre answers, They're made to catch 


flies!” 
“And what were flies made for?” he auswers 
again, 
“To feed hungry spiders. I’m sure thisis plain.” 
Now this is chop logic, or reason in rings. 
Observe how I amputate this beetle's wings. 
There! done like an M.D., with minus a tool, 
Now, hav I not proved you the spider's no fool? 


Iveshown him a weaver the best in the nation, 
' An architect planning his own habitation, 
A maker of traps to catch fishes with wings, 
A surgeon accomplishing wonderful things, 
A skilled decorator of mansion and c f, 
A plain, honest worker content with his lot. 
And last, you'll admit, little children—I know it, 
I've proved him an orator, scholar, and poet. 
—Mary F. Van Dyck, in Onristian Work. 
a 


The Inquirendo Club. 


VIII, 

** Do you see these colors ?" asked Pro- 
fessor Morse, at the next meeting, hold- 
ing up to view a small piece of anthracite 
coal, and upon the members answering in 
the afirmativ, he continued: ‘‘ Well, these 
are known to scientists as chemical com- 
pounds. Can you tell me what they really 
are ?" ‘ 

** Imprisoned sunlight," answered Er- 
nestine, promptly. 

Her uncle turned toward her with smil- 
ing eyes. ''Very true, Miss Ernestine. 
But can you tell me why it is impris- 
oned ?" 

** Probably not so well as you could," 
returned Ernestine. ‘‘But I think it is 
owing to revolutions in the formation of 
the crust of the earth.” 

**Yes," said her uncle; ‘‘very good. 
But these colors are also compounds of 
bodies which sre perfectly colorless! It 
is the combining with acids which renders 
their coloring power evident. To illus- 
trate: Take a colorless liquid and pour a 
little over white blotting paper. Then 
warm the blotting paper over a lamp, and 
the color becomes apparent. This is be- 
cause the base of the colored compound 
does not possess any color whatever, and 
it-is only when this base is, by drying, 
converted into a salt that the color ap- 
pears. Again, take a colorless solution 
called rosaniline, which you hav only to 
heat to convert into a salt, and a beautiful 
bright-red color is seen. A very smal} 
quantity of this placed on a piece of white 
paper will in & minute or 80 turn the color- 
less paper into a bright crimson. This, 
then, is the singular property of these 
colors. 

‘Take a piece of anthracite coal, a sub. 
stance consisting almost exclusivly of 
carbon, and we can, by resorting to coal 
tar, extract beautiful white substances. 
For instance, the white crystalline body 
called earbolie acid, so largely used for 
disinfecting purposes; this beautiful white 
crystalline substance, naphthaline, also 
benzole, all come from this dirty-looking 
substance called tar. 

**T dare say it sounds incredible to you 


that such pure white substances can be ob- 
ained from black coal, but we can easily 
test its merit by a simple little experiment 
with a substance well known to all—sugar. 
Take a little white sugar and dissolve it in 
an equal amount of hot water. Then pour 
in some strong sulphuric acid, and the 
sugar will be converted into charcoal.” 
The Professor tried the experiment for the 
edification of his young auditors, who 
were intensely interested, and the grown 
people also, 

** You know,” he continued, ‘‘that car- 
bon is everywhere in nature. Now, ob- 
serve this little experiment with turpen- 
tine. I pour a little of the colorless liquid 
on this bit of paper, and then plunge it 
into this cylinder of chlorine gas, when the 
carbon in the turpentine will become vis- 
ible.” And true to his assertion, they saw 
8 cloud of black vapor instantly ascend. 

** And so I might go on all the evening, 
proving to you how important a part acids 
play in chemical constituents to produce 
colors. Probably you all know what 
madder roots are. They are imported 
from foreign countries in large quantities 
for the sake of the beautiful and valuable 
dye that can be got from them. And thus 
the natural question arises, what is it in 
the madder which givs it these peculiar 
beautiful éolors? It isa red, crystalline 
substance lately discovered by Dr. 
Schunck, of Manchester, who gave it the 
name of alizarine as the coloring principle. 
And Dr. Schunck showed that it is to this 
alizarine that is to be ascribed the power 
which madder possesses of producing 
these distinct and beautiful tints, which 
we know are either madder pinks or mad- 
der purples, as well as the brighter color 
which we all know as turkey red. 


PRESENTS :: FOR 
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THE :: 


“our Hundred Years of Freethought, From 


Columbus to Ingersoll, 
14i full-page halt-tone 
traits of the most eminent Freethinkers 
and philosophers. living and dead, of the 
past four hundred years. 
1165 pages, gilt sides and back, marbled 


utnam. 


edges. Price, $5 


Bight Living. By Susan H. 
ies as Understood by a Student of Science. 
“Right Living " is we'l 1 
and printed on good paper. Price, $1. 

A Historical Story 
of the Civil War. By Helen H. Gardener. 
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 

he Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book, in 
cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

Id Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volumes, red cloth covers, $6.50; leather, 
se $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 


n Unofficia; Patriot. 


Jre 


ers. 1,075 pages. 


Times. 
prison. 


rocco, gilt edges, $8. 


[ngersotr's Prose Poems and Selections. 


From his Writings and Sayings. 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. 


[ngersot''s Principal Works : Gods and Other 


Lectures; Ghosts and 


Some Mistakes of Moses: 
Taimage; Wnat Must We Do to Be Saved? 
Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. 
A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll, 


In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 


Blasphemy; 


Lif. 


cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents. 


“It was very desirable for the chemists 
to be able to produce these madder colors 
from coal oil, instead of relying upon the 
importation of the plants, for in thiscoun- 
try we prefer the less brilliant colors of 
the madder to those of the aniline. So two 
young German chemists, Messrs. Graebe 
and Liebermann, set to work to perform 
this chemical synthesis, succeeding at 
length, after important experiments, the 
nature of which I cannot take time to ex- 
plain. But this is the first ease of a color- 
ing matter contained in a plant having 
been artificially made. The beautiful col- 
ors derived from crude aniline do not exist 
in nature; they are altogether new.” 

** What is aniline ?" asked Ralph. 

‘A heavy, colorless liquid," answered 
his father, ** which can, however, produce 
the most beautiful colors. By adding a 
drop or two of aniline to a globe full of 
water, and mixing in some hypochloride 
of sodium, you would presently see the 
color of the water changed to a splendid 
violet, containing the well-known color 
mauve, which was discovered by Mr. Per- 
kins in 1856, Many colors can be got from 
it, but as these compounds all come orig- 
inally from .this little lump of coal, you 
will, perhaps, hav some idea of what chem- 
ical analysis can do. 

“I hav not by any means exhausted the 
the subject of coal colors, though I hàv my 
allotted time, and some day in the future 
we will renew the subject.” 

The Professor glanced at his watch, but 
was detained a few moments from depart- 
ing by a poem written upon the subject by 
Ernestine. 

THE STORY IN THE OOALS. 


The winter wind blew wildly, 
Twilight descended chill, 


: Like robes of fleecy whiteness - 
Gleamed the snow in the window-sill, 


Within by the glowing fire-light 
A wistful, childish form 

Crouched, listening in the shadow 
To the ravings of the storm; 


Watching the coals a-burning, 
Asif those childish eyes ` 

Could see some wondrous story 
As the gas-blue flames arise. 


And the brilliant coals burn warmly 
In the broad old fire-place, 

As it dances and gleams athwart 
The dreamy little face. 


' What tale are the coals imparting 
To the child a-listening there ? 
Does it breathe phantasms wondrous 
In its healthful, ruddy glare ? 


And why does that face so childish 
Grow dark in the gloom of night— 
Grow luminous in the shadow 
With a sudden wondering light ? 
Because it lacked just a few moments of 
their appointed time for adjournment. 
Ipa BALLOU. 


- m 
Correspondence. 

Crossy, TEX., Nov. 18, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write you a short letter, as I hav never 
written to your paper yet. My sister 
Belle’s letter was published. I like to read 
the Children's Corner. Papa takes three 
papers, Tam Trura SEEKER, Houston 
semi-weekly Post, and the Texas Farm. 
and Ranch. I am a Freethinker; all of 
my brothers and sisters are Freethinkers, 
One of my sisters is married, and has one 
of the prettiest babies I ever saw; it weighs 
twentv-two pounds. So I will close for 

this time. Your friend, Boyp Harvey. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cents. 


World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
8vo. 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Tre Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 


Two volumes, 
In cloth, $3 per volume. or $5 for 
the two volumes; in leather, $7; in mo- 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 
in the year. A Liberal book in the xight 
hands often changes the views of sev- - 
eral persons. . à 

We have quite a number of books appropriately, 
bound for Holiday purchasers, and we will pac 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 
all good books for the purpose.: 


HOLIDAYS. 


Photograph (Cabinet) of R. 'G. Ingersoll. 
50 cents. 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


A! In A Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $i. 


\ 


By Samuel P. 
or- 


arge octavo, 


Wixon. Eth- [/o!taire' s Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half caif, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

arwin and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

Tr Story Hour.. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without 8u- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 
25 smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
pp., boards, $1. 


Conway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


. some volumes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


Parton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half calf, $10; in cloth, $6. ; 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth. gilt top, 


bound in cloth 


Cloth, $3; 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the. “ Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


Force and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


D ynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 
essons From the World of Matter and the 
World of Man, By Theodore Parker. 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 
Asteep and Awake. A new Liberal novel. 
By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 


back stamp, $1 
Cosmian Hymn Book. With music to all 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, elit side stamp, $1.50. MURUS 
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Silk 
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births and in the. country and among the Byzon, Iun., Nov. 21, 1894. 

poor more boys are born. and also fine: Mz. Eprror: I beg to take issue with 
diately following epidemics, wars, and fam- | Mr. George Macdonald as to the **good 
ins, It is likewise claimed on scientific | grammar” of capitalizing **god," I con- 
authority that there are more reversions tending that it is pre-eminently a theolog- 


to lower types among males than among | ; inati 
females. ‘The fact of the presence in males ical rule instituted by the church to exalt 


throughout the vetebrate kingdom of a myth into a personal deity. That it is 
rudiments of the organs of reproduction | Dot a proper name like Jupiter or Jehovah 
properly belonging to females is regarded | you will find by referring to Webster, 
M another evidence of the fact that some | amongst whose scripture proper names 

remote progenitor of this kingdom must you will not find the word '*god." This 


‘hav been h i 
enpacially pH REO: or androgynons, should settle that question beyond further 


at a very early embryonic period both | controversy and prove my assertion that 
‘sexes possess true male and female | it is not only ungrammatical to capitalize 
glands. . : * god,” but also an exclusivly ecclesias- 

Our author displays a little too much | tical rule which it is inconsistent for 


feeling for a true student of science, and vs E EC: 
[is too ready to asperse the motivs of Mr. | Materialists to indorse by adopting it. 


"Darwin and other scientific observers, | presume it is only force of habit or of 
She is mistaken when she attributes all the | getting into the orthodox rut through 
suffering of woman in parturition and sub- | educational influences which induces many 


sequently to the ‘‘unchecked disruptiv i 1 i i 
forces developed in man.” The sedent: Freethinkers to persist therein, but if they 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER Oompany, at the price 
named. 


Tug EvonurtoN of Women: AnInquiry 
Tnto the Dogma of Her Inferiority to 
Man. By Eliza Burt Gamble. New 
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. Cloth, 
12mo., 356 pp. Priee, $1.50. 

Part I. of Mrs. Gamble’s book is de- 
voted to ‘‘the Theory of Evolution,” and 
embraces Development of the Organism, 
the Origin of Sexual Difterences, the 
Female Superior to the Male, the De- 
velopment of the Social Instincts and the 
Moral Sense, the Supremacy of the Male. |. 
Part II. describes ‘‘ Prehistoric Society,” 
and embraces the Method of Investigation, 
the Relation of. the Sexes Among Early 
Mankind, the Gens—Status of Woman 
under Gentile Institutions, the Origin of 
Marriage, Bachofen’s Theory to Account 
for the Early Supremacy of Women, Wife- 
Capture—Mr. McLennan’s Theory, Wife- 
Capture—the Theory of Sir John Lubbock. 
In Part ITI. ‘‘ Early Historic Society” is 
described, the. description embracing 
Earlv Historie Society, Development of 
the Gens, Women in Early Historic Times, 
Ancient Sparta, Athenian Women, Roman 
Law, and the Stoic Philosophy. 

In her preface the author says that after 
8 careful study of written history she be- 
eame convinced that the female organiza- 
tion is in no way inferior to that of the 
male. A subsequent collocation of the 
facts established by naturalists ‘‘relativ to 
the development of mankind from lower 
orders of life,” and a careful reading of 
Darwin's **Descent of Man" led her (in 
1886) to entertain the belief ‘‘ that the 
theory of evolution, as enunciated: by 
scientists, furnished much evidence going 
to show that the female among all the 
orders of life, man included, represents 4 
higher stage of development than the 
muaie.” "Puis belief is amplified and de- 
fended in the volume before us. It is held 
that **the history of life on the earth pre- 
sents an unbroken chain of evidence going 
to prove the importance of the female,” 
while the persistence of the contrary doc- 
trine is explained by the fact that in the 
ages when physical force ruled the world 
the idea of male superiority became firmly 
grounded, and during the following ages 
of ‘‘metaphysical speculation and theo- 
logical dogmatism,” and in the total lack 
‘of **exact knowledge concerning the sub- 
ject," the male of the human species, meet- 
ing no opposition to his claim that he was 
“an infinitly superior creature,” con- 
tinued to so regard and vaunt himself. It 
was, ''and to a certain extent still is, 
suffieient for the theologian and meta- 
physician that God made man first." This 
attitude of the theologian does not greatly 
surprise the author, butshe discovers, as she 
says, that the most advanced scientific nien 
are not able to wholly rid themselvs of 
the inherited prejudices of the past ages of 
faith and darkness, and so itis rare to find 
a discussion of the sex question in which 
those prejudices cannot be traced. 

With many other thoughtful observers, 
the writer of this book holds that ‘‘no fact 
is more patent, at the present time, than 
that sex constitutes. the underlying prin- 
ciple throughout nature.” She also points 
out that in the human family, as among 
all other animals in which there has been 
a separation of sex, there ‘‘has been estab- 
lished a division of labor,” and ‘‘ the 
consequent specialization of organs, and 
the differentiation of parts, form the true 
line of demarcation in the march of the 
two diverging columns " of sex. 

The earliest forms of life were androgy- 
nous—that is, the two elements necessary 
for reproduction were confined within one 
and the same individual. Later, a division 
of labor arose, the. two functions became 
detached, and the reproductiv processes 
were thereafter carried on ‘‘ only through 
the commingling of elements prepared by 
or developed within two separate and dis- 
tinct individuals.” Scientists hold that the 
greater differentiation, or specialization of 
parts, denotes higher organization, and 
cousequently the division of labor by 
which the germ is prepared by one in- 
dividual and the sperm by another, ‘‘con- 
stitutes an important step in the line of 
progress," Audubon, Darwin, and other 
naturalists show that among the forms of 
unisexual life below man the female 
selects her partner, and this has resulted 
in the greater adornment of the male and 
the development in him of many second- 
ary sexual characters. Mrs. Gamble 
reaches the conclusion that the differentia- 
tion of sex must hav necessarily resulted 
in making the female more complex in 
organization than the male, and therefore 
superior to him, she having developed 
special organs for the ante-natal and post- 
natal sustenance and defense of her off- 
spring. She quotes Professor Brooks as 
saying that, ‘‘among animals and plants, 
as well asin mankind, a favorable environ- 
ment causes an excess of female births and 
an unfavorable environment an excess of 


dency to congest the system, are respon- ; : : 
sible for the larger part of the sufferings ‘god " with a capital g we should write 
she undergoes as the mother of the race, | ‘‘ Nature” with a large N, i.e., because we 
Savage women escape very much of this | acknowledge it as the primary source of 
suffering, and yet they are the slaves of | all existences. This does not involve 
husbands, and subject to their **disruptiv | deification, since we do not prostrate our- 


forces” to an almost immeasurably greater : ins 
extent than are tho:olassos ot women in selvs before it as the Christian does before 


eivilized society who are the most pitiable | his mythical god, the main point being to 
vietims of their special functions. indicate to the world at large that we also 

Under the ‘‘ matriarchate” the husband | acknowledge a cause of all phenomena and 
became a member of the family of the | to emphasize it by writing it with 8 capi- 


erally adopted by Freethinkers (and it is 
only a question of time when it will be) in 
relegating the Christian's god to the cate- 
gory of ancient mythology, and of raising 
Nature in the estimation it deserves to be 
held in, is incalculable and will greatly ex- 
pedite our purpose of disenthralling man- 
kind of the God superstition. 

Would also correct Mr. Macdonald’s 
assertion that Mrs. Power of the ZJronclad 
Age permitted a jour printer to capitalize 
**god," the fact being that he took that 
responsibility without her knowledge and 
consent, for which she gave him the bounce 
the next day. Hermann WETTSTEIN. 

P. S.—If ‘‘ god” is capitalized in the 
above and ‘‘ Nature" printed with a small 
** n," the reader is requested not to hold 
Mr. Wettstein responsible for it, H. W. 


home to follow the husband—woman ab- 
solutely lost her independence, as the 
matter is viewed by Mrs. Gamble. The 
origin of the present system she attributes 
to the capture of females by other tribes, 
within the pale of which, as ‘‘aliens and 
dependents, they were shorn of their 
power and influence." McLennan thinks 
that it was the institution of property that 
eaused the institution of kinship through 
females to die out. SirJ. Lubbock holds 
that ‘‘the origin of marriage was inde- 
pendent of all sacred and social condi- 
tions,” and that it was ‘‘ founded not on 
the rights of the woman, but of the man,” 
and that on woman’s part there was not 
even a pretense of cunsent. Mrs. Gamble 
asserts that civilization has been possible 
only because of the checks interposed by 
woman against the ‘‘ animal nature of the 
male." But she claims, and with good 
reason, that in the lower forms of verte- 
brate life the female always has the right 
of veto of the advances of the male, while 
in the human family she long ago lost that 
right. How, then, is it to be explained that 
the lower races hav not profited by the re- 
straining influence which itis asserted is 
the cause of human civilization? The 
trouble is that Mrs. Gamble is tempted to 
generalize too broadly on too narrow & 
basis of fact. It would be nearer the 
truth to say that civilization has advanced 
in spite of the modern supremacy of the 
male and that, having through the opera- 
tion of other causes, largely, reached a 
certain stage of development, woman is 
now gradually asserting in practice her 
right to self-ownership. If at a very 
much earlier stage of civilization woman 
had complete control of her person, it 
would seem that she lost that control 
through influences chiefly extraneous to 
sex relations, per se, and this view is con- 
firmed by the fact that she is slowly re- 
gaining that control through similar extra- 
‘sexual influences. The liability to fall a 
victim to any system of prostitution dimin- 
ishes in the direct ratio of the acquirement 
of the means of independent livelihood. 
When every laborer has been admitted to 
be ‘‘ worthy of his [or her] hire," then 
woman's economie dependence on man will 
cease and with it will go her enforced sub- 
mission to his wishes. 


WHAT A WOMAN CAN DO! 


I want my lady friends to know of the new fi:ld 
now open forthem. inthe past 6 months we have 


All our sales have beeu made at home, not hav- 
ing canva-sed any. My official duties calling me 
away most of the timo, I left the Dish Washer 
business in my wife's control with the above re- 
sults, The business is rapidly increasing, and 
will continue to grow until every family has a 
Climax Dish Washer. Not a day passes but what 
we sol! one or two. and some days fifteen or 


everybody wants to vuy. You can wash and dr 
the dishes perfectly in two minutes. For full 
articulars, address the Climax Mfg, Co., Colum- 


help but make money. They only cost 45. You 
may just as well be making $5a day as to be do- 
ing nothing. 1t49 
M 
Remarkable Preservation 


is a characteristic of Borden's Peerless Brand 
Evaporated Cream.  Aiways the same; is per- 
fectiy pure; entirely wholesome; free from sub. 
stances foreign to pure milk. A perfect product 
accomplishtd by a scientific process. 


A WONDERFUL OFFER. 


Our grand catalogue, over 350 illustrations, 
agent’s latest goods and novelties, 1 writing pen, 
fountain attachment, 1 elegant gentleman's 
watch chain and charm, guaranteed 20 years. 
Your name in agent’s directory 1 year, all sent for 
i0cents. Postage 2cents. EwrIRw NovELTY CO., 
4teow49 157 Tremont St., Boston, Mass. 


WANTED. To correspond with 
young lady of good moral character, between the 
ages of 20 and 25; those interested in the study of 
literature. music, and human nature preferred. 

4t48 AddressC. A. LINDSAY, Butte, Mont. 


Works of W. H. Burr. 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible — 144 
Propositions proved Affirmatively and Nega- 
tively by Quotations from Scripture, without 
comment. 40,000s0ld. Price, 15 cents. 


F. D. Cummings, who asserts that he 
has studied the Bible assiduously for 
years, has given the reading public the 
results of his study in & book entitled 
** Religion and the Bible," published by 
the Truth Seeker Company, New York. 
An idea of what readers will find in the 
book may be gleaned from this declaration 
by the author in the introductory chapter: 
‘ When I commenced, I believed the 
Bible to be true from Genesis to Revela- 
tion. The story of the creation, fall, re- 
demption, miraculous birth, miracle, 
Jonah and the whale—all were true. And 
then I commenced to think—and then I 
read and thought a good deal more; and 
little by little, one by one, the myths of 
old hav vanished and their place is filled 
by the ideas I try to present to you in this 
book.” Mr. Cummings does not go quite 
as far as Robert Ingsrsoll in his plucking 
of the Bible; he has saved some religion 
from the wreek,—Zvening Wisconsin, 


Holy. A Controversy with the Rev 
Byron Sunderland, D.D., in 1871. Price, 200 


Bacon and Shakspere. Proof that Shaks- 


Thomas Paine—Was He Junius? Second 
edition, enlarged, with best likeness of Paine. 
Price, 10 cents. 


i d Oasca. Price, 5 cents. 
Junius ang oases, THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
frice, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


IS THIS YOUR SON, MY LORD? 


4 Fascinating Story of Radical Truths on 
Religion and Social Matters. 
Prida. cloth. &1: 


Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 


PRAY YOU, SIR, WHOSE 
DAUGHTER? 


A NEW NOVEL 
Price, cloth, $1. 


Pushed by Unseen Hands, 


Paper, 50 cents. 


A Thoughtless Yes. 


lendid Judge of a Woman - The Lady of the 
b—Under Protest—Forthe Prosecution—A 
Rusty Link in the Ohain—The Boler House 
Mystery -The Time-Lock of Our An- 
cestors — Florence 
Fate—My Patient's 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


made a profit of $907.02 after paying all expenses, A Bp 


pere could not write, etc. Price, 20cents, The Foolishness of Prayer, 


or trying to in 
erusade of one against the 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


ary habits of the modern woman, her con- | "9*1 giv the matter serious consideration Men, W 0 m en and Gods, 


finement to indoor occupations, where she | they would see the incongruity of failing 
is shut out from fresh sir and has not the | in line with the dictates of the church 
exercise that is necessary, together with | which they hav entirely repudiated. For 
the poor quality of her food and its ten- |. the same reason that Christianity spells 


paper. 60 cents. 
wife, and whén the existing -system came > RM " rs 

into vogue—where the wife leaves her taln. The effect of this rule, if it is gen An Unofficial Patriot. 
A HISTORICAL STORY OF THE CIVIL WAR. 


The literary hit of the scason.—Onhicago Ttmes-. 


Paper, 50 cents. 


“Yate. 


twenty Dish Washers. It’s easy seLing what Facts and Fictions of Life. 


i } can’t | Preface—The Fiction of Fiotions—A Day in Oourt 
us, Ohio. Get a sample washer and you can’t re hrowa in With the Oity's Dead- An Irre 
spon:ible Educated Olass—The Moral Re- 
sponsibility of Woman in Heredity— 
Woman as an Annex —Bex in Brain— 
Heredity in 1ts Relations to a 
Double Standard of Morals— 

Divorce and the P 
posed National Law 

—Lawsuit or Leg- 


Cloth, 81; paper, 50 cents. 


PULPIT, PEW, 
and CRADLE. 


By HELEN H. GARDENER. 


One of Her Brightest, Wittiest, and 
Strongest Lectures Against 


Every Woman Should Read kt 


Know Her Enemies and Her Friends, 
Address this offiee. 


L, K. Washburn's Works, 


Sunday Not the Sabbath—All Days Alike The False Teaching of the Christian 
he Thirty-nine Articles of 

the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down Opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 
**'Think of: 
g God to kill grasshop ers, 
to underta 

olorado beetle!” 


Junius, Casca, Common Sense, and Thomas | Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents, 
Paine. Arefutation of M. D. Conway's | Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
objections to the identification of Paine as The Public Sehools and the Catholic 

Church, Price, 5 cents. 
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Í Who sinks the ship and drowns the people. 


JY ot for ` Parsons 


Prouyn: ‘Then you do not approve of 
the Universalist doctrin?” Mrs. De Pis- 
copal: ** Oh, I hav nothing to say of their 
orthodoxy, but I'm sure they're not suffi- 
ciently exclusiv !"— Puck, 


Tommy: ‘‘Does God make everybody, 
“mamma?” Mamma: ''Yes" Tommy: 
“ Does he hava pattern?" Mamma: * Yes; 
the Bible says we are made like himself.” 
Tommy: ** Humph! I guess he must fol- 
low that pattern by his eye."— Puck. 


A courte of tourists staying at Loch 
Ness had a fancy, one fine Sunday, to go 
for a row on the Loch. They met the 
boatman just leaving his house, dressed in 
a suit of glossy black, and with an extra 
large Bible under his arm. ‘‘ We want to 
go for a row," said one of the tourists, 
*' Dae ye not know it's the Sawbath?" was 
the reply. ‘‘Ye’ll no get a boat frae me 
the day; forbye, I'll hae ye to know I'm 
an elder of the kirk. No; I'll not let ye 
the boat, but I'll tell ye what I'll do for 
ye. Dae ye see yon green boatie doon 
among the rushes?” ‘*Yes.”  '* Weel, 
she’s ready, with the oars inside. Jist row 
oot to the middle, an’ I'll come doon to 
the bank an’ swear at ye; but never mind; 
jist row on, an’ I'll ca’ for the money on 
Monday.”— London Freethinker. 


Tur Hungarians, Poles, Italians, and 
other cheap laborers who come into the 
coal regions are regarded with great dis- 
favor by the resident population. I was 
walking near the railroad with an Irish 
laborer returning from work one evening, 
when I saw one of the despised class walk- 
ing on the tracks. I turned to my com- 
panion and said: ** Pat, you had better run 
down there and make that fellow under- 
stand that he isin danger. Make him get 

_ off those tracks.” ‘Shure, sor, he’s noth- 
in’ but a Hungarian," said Pat. ‘‘ But he 
has a soul,” I retorted. Pat chuckled. 
“The only sowl he has is on his fut." 
“Well, Pat, he belongs to your church; 
he's probably a Romanist.” ‘‘Indade, 
thin, the sooner he’s in purgathory, the 
sooner he’ll be out,” replied Patrick.— 
Harper's Drawer. 


Tars is the style of a country parson of 
the last century. After the service is read 
. he begins: ‘‘I publish banns of marriage 
between Cornelius Hale, bachelor, and 
Tamzin Craddock, spinster, both of this 
parish. If any of you know cause or just 
impediment why these two simpletons 
should not be joined together in wedlook, 
ye are to declare it. This is the second 
time of asking, and I hope, before the 
third, seeing that Tamzin is in my own 
service, and well off, and Cornelius can't 
keep himself sober, let alone & wife, they'll 
hav got into a more reasonable state of 
mind. There’ll be no sermon to-day, be- 
cause I had to sit up all night with my cow 
that is sick, and I can’t afford to lose her 
- these hard times. But it doesn’t matter, 
for I've not seen one bit of improvement 
in the parish (especially among the farm- 
ers) sinoe my last; and as that did not 
bring them to their senses, I don't know 
what will."—. London Freethinker. 


Trinxgrs agree that the law of the sur- 
vival of thefittest works to exterminate all 
thieves, especially chicken thieves. Butif 
we hav understood Rev. A. A King, of the 
Hackensack neighborhood, correctly, it is 
only through the operation of the Higher 
Law that the millennium will come. We 
refer, of course, to what Mr. King has 
said when in his official capacity he has 
urged us to offer our chickens freely to 
those who are hungry enough to try to 
steal them, and also to giv our cloaks to 
those who attempt to take our coats. This 
is what Rev. Mr. King advocates as a the- 
orist, but in practice he has just filled with 
large-sized bird-shot the entire back of a 
person who was attempting to suspend the 
operations of the great law that none but 
the fit shall hav the chickens. In Hack- 
ensack and elsewhere theory is & sublime 
thing, but in practice Cromwell has taught 
Hackensack to trust the Higher Law only 
as long as the powder keeps dry.—New 
York World. 

PARAPHRASE. 
Praise God;from whom all cyclones blow; 
Praise him when rivers overflow; 
Praise him who whirls down house and 
steeple, 


Beware of Ointments for Catarrh that 
Mercury, 


as mercury will surely destroy the sense of smell 
and completely derange the whole system when 
entering it through the mucous surfaces. Such 
articles should never be used except on prescrip- 
tions from reputable phystaians, as the damage 
they will do is ten told to the good you can pos- 
sbly derive from them.  Hall's Catarrh Cure, 
manufactured by F J. Cheney & Co., 'l'oledo, O., 
contains nom2reury, and is taken internaliy, act- 
ing directly upon the blood and mucous surfaces 
of the system. In buying Hall's Catarrh Cure be 
sure you get the genuine. It is taken internally 
and is made in Toledo, Ohio, by F. J. Cheney & 
Oo. Testimonialsfree. | 

fr Sold by Drugzists, price, 76c., per bottle. 


SIGNS 


Praise God for dreadful Johnstown flood, 

For scenes of famin, plague, and blood; 

Praise him who men by thousands 
drowned, 

But saved an image safe and sound ! 


Praise God when tidal waves do come, 
O'erwhelming stanch ships nearing home ; 
Praise him when fell tornadoes sweep 
Their swift destruction o'er the deep. 


Praise God for poor Dakota's drouth, 
For fires and floods in West and South; 
Praise him who sends the killing frost, 
And Louisville's dread holocaust. 


Praise God for sorrow, pain, and woe, 
For railroad wreck, av’lanch of snow; 
For parsons who, with book and bell, 
Demand your eash or threaten hell. 


Praise God for war, for strife and pain, 
For earthquake shock, for tyrant's reign. 
Praise him for rack and stake; and the 
Let all men cry aloud, Amen! s 
—NSecular Thought. 


JPond’ 
Extract 


IS WORTH ITS 


WEIGHT iN GOLD 


Cures Female Complaints, 
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Neuralgia, Piles, Sores, 


Bruises and ALL PAIN. 


CHEAP SUBSTITUTES 
DO NOT CURE. 


A SELF-MOVING LOCOMOTIVE, 15 CENTS. 
Handsomely finished, made of metal, 
strong wheels, gilt boiler, black smoke 
stack, bright colored cab with 4 win- 
mA dows. hen wound up runs long 
My. distance across floor. reat amuse- 
RANJ- ment to children. By far the cheapest 
2 p PS locomotive made, and a marvel of 
strength and beauty. Parents should buy one for the children. 
Mention this paper, end send e cents in stampe &nd we wal 

gen ocomotive, and our story paper, months, post-pax 

M. A. WHITNEY. Box 8189, Boston, Mass. 


? DO YOU WANT IT 20 


Salesmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
mission. No experience. New Part ill giyes 
unlimited profits, active men apply quickly stating 

territory wanted. Manufacturers, 
. Box 5308, Boston, Mass. 


* 99 999 99--e 


PICTORIAL WORK 
GLASS CARDS. SILK BANNERS. 
CET EN For DUPLICATE SIGNS 


GIVEN FOR 


8:148 J.U., MANUTH, 210 Blue Island Ave., Chicago. 


A Rare Chanee to get first-class 
Freethought Sto:y Books of sixty pages or over 
each. FREE. Send 8 cents to pay ostage on 
samples. Address THE LIBERAL PUB. O., 
42tf Portland, Kan 


ALL styles of watches from 
some catalogue free. Safe Watc 
street, New York. 


1.88 up. Hand- 
Co., 9 Murray 
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Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


Contents—The Pagan Roots of Christianity. 
The Borrowings of Christianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. ¢ riginal Sin and the 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. Wanted 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley's'' Evidences of 
Christianivy " Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. DidJesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Christian Centu- 
ries. Thousand, Dark Years. The Dawn oi 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 

š Price. Cloth. $1. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKEB, 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MRS, E, D. SLENKER. 
Boards, + cents. 
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In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


$679,694,439- 


a cd 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Our pamphlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, and a Statement 
of Facts, giving, from the Census of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the ‘United States and in the several States 
and territories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged as to show at 
& glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denomination 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

_This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. Inno other work are the jacts, figures. 
and argumenta to be found. The figures. bein. 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them 80 lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
to exist. . SET 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 


T 5 - - - > $1.00 s 
Fifty comes, = Ta 2 Toa 4H Holy Bible 
ne hundred copies ~- - 8.00 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cenis. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London ‘“ Free- 
thinker” says: “It is by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss’s pen, and we heartily recommend 
it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stream 
of science, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address TBE TRU SEEKER, 
: 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 


special rates. 


Larger quantities at 
SEEKER, New York. 


Address THE TRUT. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science. Cloth, $1, 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 

All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 300 pp, $1. " 

Apples o Gold, And Other Stories for 

oys and Girls. 12mo, 888 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 
some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Children's, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 2 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 
SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 


IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? of the New Testament. . . 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. By Pror, F. W. Newman.  — Price % conte. 
Third Thousand. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— 


Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible. II. God and the Devil. III. Is the Bible Oon- 
tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was.He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Prophecy aud Expectancy? V. Jesus 
the Teseher of Righteousness. VI. Did the Disciples Look for au Immediate Resurrection? . 
What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Second Comiug of Ohrist? VII The Christ Spirit Out- 
side the Bible. IX What Isthe Bible? X. How Man Advances. . Why Do Men Oling to the 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. XIII. Is There a God? XIV. Reward and 
Punishment, XV. Immortality. XVI. Conclusion. 


A ipi uat ship be in fh hands pf All po sen, thp Dietr 


pac romeburacs Book on Lincoln. 
a WS . 


ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN: 


WAS HE A CHRISTIAN? 


By John E. Remsburg. 


One of the most noted controversies of the century has been waged oyer the question of 
Abraham Lincoln's religious belief. Soon after the remains of America's most illustrious son were 
laid to rest at Springfield, one of. his biographers, Dr. Holland, put forward the claim that he was a 
Christian. The claim was romptly denied by the dead statesman’s friends, but ouly to be renewed 
again, and again denied. d thus for a quarter of a century the question of Lincoln’s belief has 
been tossed like a battledore from side to side. : . 

For fifteen years Mr. Remsburg has been collecting material for his work. He presents an 
array of testimony that is irresistible and overwhelming, and which must put this question at rest 
forever, In addition to the testimony of twenty witnesses who claim that Lincoln was a Christian, 
and which is reviewed and refuted, he adduces the testimony of more than a hundred witnesses in 
proof of the claim that Lincoln was not a Ohristian. These witnesses include his wife and other 
relatives; his three law partners; his private secretaries; members of his cabinet; his principal 


biographers, and scores of his most intimate friends. 
oth, $1; paper, 59 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, i 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Game of Phought. 


Tux loving worm, within its clod, 
Were diviner than a loveless God 
Amid his worlds. —Robert Browning. 


. Aw enlightened bad -man often makes a 
better citizen than a narrow-minded, well- 
meaning one.—Grant Allen. 


Aut reformers are handicapped by tem- 
porizers who study results they cannot 
foresee, and forget principles which never 
fail.— William Lloyd Garrison, 


Tue realization of moral good no more 
means obedience to imposed laws than the 
realization of the beautiful in a work of 
art means the carrying out of certain rules. 
—FErnest Renan. 


I DESIRE to emphasize the fact that the 
extent to which the lawless restraint of 
personal liberty may go is less important 
than the public sentiment which tolerates 
any invasion whatever.—T, M. Cooley. 


Waar is science? To see the absurdity 
of the prejudice against it, we need only 
remark that science is simply 8 higher de- 
velopment of common knowledge, and 
that if science is repudiated, all knowledge 
must be repudiated along with it.—Her- 
bert Spencer. . 


To the average party man the lesson of 
instant resignation to events is easily 
learned and always offered. But to the 
party man not of the average the party is 
honored only at its best, and must ever be 
pointed towards that idealor fail of applause 
and adherence.— Horace L. -‘Traubel. 


MaNixIN8 swear by great names, and, 
from the grave, are despotically ruled by 
the seepters of great ghosts. For a thou- 
Sand years the intellect of Europe was tied 
to the skirts of the ghost of Aristotle; and 
even yet millions in Europe are in bond- 
age to the ghost of Moses, although Moses 
himself was a ghost. Phantoms ourselvs, 
we bow abjectly at the feet of the shadow 
of a shadow.—Saladin, - 


In dealing with the state we ought to 
remember that its institutions are not 
aboriginal, though they existed before we 
were born; that they are not superior to 
the citizen; that every one of them was 
once the act of a single man; every law 
and usage was a man's expedient to meet 
a particular case; that they are all imita- 
ble, all alterable; we may make as good; 
we: may: make' better.—Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. 


Ir, in point of faot, supernatural re- 
wards and punishments ‘hav been generally 
in favor of morality, it is because men hav 
generally been moral. Our dreams are 
the effect, not the cause, of our qualities. 
At a certain stage of thought they were 
necessary consequences; but the stream 
cannot mount above its source, and the 

. motivs which prompt to morality only lose 
their power by expression in terms of 
dreamland. —Leslie Stephen. 


Ir is surely strange that not one of the 
verities of Christian supernaturalism has 
been established. No chain is stronger 
than its weakest link. In the Christian 
chain every link is broken, shadowy, un- 
real. How many natural men hav prayed 
that one solid, unequivocal, supernatural 
link could be produced—a deity, or an 
*5 evil one," or a soul, or a heaven, or a 
hell? The production, beyond cavil, of 
even one poor ghost would be the greatest 
event in history.—_Purneaux Jordan, 


Tu time is past for repression. Des- 
potism has done its work; but the da of 
despotism is gone, and the only remedy is 
a full and fair investigation. Things will 

. never right themselvs if they are let alone. 
It is idle to say peace when there is no 
peace; and the concealed imposthume is 
more dangerous than an open wound. The 
church authorities still refuse to look their 
difficulties in the face; they prescribe for 
mental troubles the established doses of 
Paley and Pearson; they refuse dangerous 
questions as sinful, and tread the round 
of commonplace in placid comfort. But 
it will not avail.—J. A. Froude. 


A man journeyed to a far country, where 
he found the people to be much wiser 
than his own people. On his return home 
he so related. But this greatly offended 
his own people, who reviled him and cast 
stones at him. Then & second traveler 
went, and brought back the same report. 
Him ‘they threw into prison. Then a third 
traveler went, who came back saying that 
these foreign people were greatly superior 
in all ways. Him they hanged. Then they 
chose one to go and report truly, giving 
him much money wherewith to travel. He 
pretended to go, but he abode quietly in 
his own house, and ate and drank. And 
after a time he appeared in the streets, and 
declared that the three travelers were all 
liars, and that those foreigners were as 
barbarians. Whereatthey applauded, and 
gav him much honor, and made one 
of their chief rulers.—Berry Benson, in 
Century. 
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PRICES AGAIN REDUCED! 


The New Model Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulation, Bre- 
quet (non-catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 


GENTLEMEN’S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof, 
silverine case, $19. In 3 oz. coin sail- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
Screw Open face, $28. Hunting, $82. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIX. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES’ SIZE. 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
cases. 

Regu'ar Grade American Watches. 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, F'ahys, 
Deuber, Grown, etc. 
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Ladies American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, eae Crown, ete. 
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CHAINS. 


Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s chains in best gold- filled, $2, 
$2. 50, $3.50, $4, and $5. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 

The Freethought Badge and Charms. 

Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full cut diamond, $12. 

Charms.—10kt. $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sum, $9. 
With fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 

,. Small Size Badge.— 
EE 10kt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. 
hag With genuine chip dia- 

e mond, $6. Withfull cut 

Sia genuine diamond, $18. 
Chere. —10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With 
genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine full cut diamond, $15. 

The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 

Revucep Pricz-tist.— Zea Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2.50. 
Orange Spoons, $2.50 ; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 3.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 
I can save you money in anything in 
my lin line. 


Do not delay your orders. Send 
for price-list, cards in colors, of badge, 
etc. Address 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

The Liberal Jeweler, 

Rochelle, Illinois. 


Established 1857. 
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UITE NEW & UNIQUE 


BETTER ‘WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 

By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 

For I dipt into the futuro fer as human eyecould 
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that wonld be. 

O said the poet T Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 

side of the tent tried to our pres- 
ent author. Southwick, without 
telling us ie he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


FRUITS and VEGETABLES 


GENERAL COMMISION MERCHANTS 


SPECIALTIES: 
California Fruits, Bananas, Oranges, Lemons, 
Cranberries, eas, Blue, M rapes, 
Peaches, Pears, Plums, M 
ons, Apples, Berries. 
Potatoes, Onions, Cabbages, Cucumbers, Toma- 
es, Celery, Beets, Carrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squash Àp- 
ples, Egg Plant t. 


234 So. Water St., Chicago. 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersolls Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History. 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 


Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 
The Truth Seeker, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 


BRAIN ^» BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M. D., 


with a preface by 
R. Gt. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freethought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader's sense of logic and love of justice. 
It is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TBUTH SEEKER. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price, % cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Lectures and Essays 


By. ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Portrait and Biographical Sketch by 
G. STANDRING. 


Contents—Two Revelations. Man and the 
Lower Animals. Desi ign and and Natural Selection. 
Bible Horrors; or, True Blasphemy. Health, 
Wealth, (ind Hap: xd Bible Saints and Sin- 
ners. n limp clo cents 

. Address TRUTH SEEKER, 

B a Place, New York. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 
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Anote nt Votces 
from. the Spirit 
Realm dísolose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 

-0 
8 Proving Christianity 
to be of 


SW Heathen Origin, 


[ILLUSTRATED.) 
Price, -- - - $1.50. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


Four Hundred Years of Freethought.- 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book, 
elegant binding, one hundred and forty-one 
portraits, 85. 

Church Property: Should It be Exempt 
from Tarationt Reasons Why It Should Not. 
Paper, 15 cents 

The Better World. A dip i into the future 
of mankind on earth. By D a B. South- 

wick. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 

Religion and the Bible. ‘An old subject 
in the light of modern thought. By F. D. 
Oummings. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sar- 
casm. By L. G. Reed. Paper, 15 centa, 

Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bibie and the imp Business, 
the Ohrist Principle, etc. Willis. 
Paper, 10 cents. 

Thumbserew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially Prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 

donal aper, 10 cents. 
Ninth- 


Self-Contradictions of the Bible. 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 


edition. Price, 15 cents. 


By John E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 ` 


cents. 

Pen-Pietures of the World?s Fair. Illus- 
peres By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 2 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 

arks of Having Been Designed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 16 cents. 
Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings, Paper, 25 centa. 

Handbook of Freethought. By W. 8. 
Bell. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
pa non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and ih at the Promotion of 
Pleasure is ihe Du uim of Tbilenthropy ano and 
Btatosmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, 
h, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

The "Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Idea to Its Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Oloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus, By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Oloth, $1; paper, 9 cents. 
Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 

Joslyn Gage. Cloth. 82; leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethonght. y Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Argumeats with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper. 10 cents. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Nature: A Oontribution 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth, 81. 

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Çhristian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 


Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
Nature. Cloth, sa 
Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. UEM $1. 
Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural Histery. Illus- 


trated by H. Kaber; Cloth, $2. 
Madress ^ THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place. New York. 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Bev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Prías. 15 aan ta. Address this office. 


Travels in Faith. 


By OAPT. ROBERT O. ADAMS, 


Being the story of his mental journ 
2 orthodoxy to DPA ey drom 


Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, 75 conis. 
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SITE, UE TAGES. 


THE BAD TEMPERED OLD JOSS ON THE RAMPAGE AGAIN. 
Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. —Habakkuk iii, 12. 
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terms of its agreement with the Universal 
Postal Union. 


In Alabama two full sets of state officers 
hav taken the oath of office. On the face 
of the returns the Democrats hav a major- 
ity of 27,000, while Captain Kolb and his 
friends claim that on a fair count the Pop. 
ulist majority was not less than 925,000. 
The Democratic legislature has reélected 
Senator Morgan and the Populists hav 
chosen Colonel Reese for Senator. There - 
will also be some Congressional contests, 


Tse surrender by our consul-general, 
:under orders from Washington, of two al- 
| leged Japanese spies to the Chinese author- 
ities at Shanghai, and their subsequent 
fiendish torture and murder, has oreated a 
great stir in the East, and terrified all 
others who are under the ** protection ” of 
the United States. The Chinese officials 
at Shanghai had solemnly and repeatedly 
promised that the Japanese prisoners 
should not be tortured and that they 
should be held as prisoners. 


Tue strike rioters at Ridgeway, Pa. 
who last January burned coal tipples and 
placed bombs under buildings, hav just 
been sentenced. Three were given seven 
years each solitary confinement at hard 
labor, and fined $1 each, with costs of 
prosecution; two the same fine and five 
years each, and two were fined and given 
sentences of three years each. The fifty or 
more miners who violated the injunction 
of Judge Maher by marching along. the 
highway in a body were acquitted. The 
others, who forfeited their recognizances 
and left for Italy, were found guilty. 


‘Tux health authorities of Brooklyn hav 
ordered the surface car companies toscrub 
their cars every third day with & solution 


of bichloride of mercury, and the liquid 


JY ews of the (oon. 


Perv has increased its tariff on Amer- 
ican agricultural machinery. 


On Nov. 26 Princess Alix of Hesse be- 
came the Czarina of Russia, marrying Ozar 
Nicholas IT. 


Ir seems to be established that the cliff 
dwellers of Arizona were—part of them at 
least —farmers, 


Epovarp Turerry, French man of let- 
ters, died in Paris on Nov. 28. He was 
born Sept, 14, 1813, 


Lvorusa J. FULLER, a millionaire Spirit- 
ualist, formerly of Willimantic, Conn., has 
just died in California. 


A OONFERENCE of the national commit. 
tee of the People’s Party will be held in 
St. Louis on Dec, 28 and 29. 


In North Carolina the fusion nominee 
for chief justice received 148,434 votes and 
the Democratic nominee 127,593. 

A NEw high-class theological review will 
soon be established in Chicago. This 
means more ** Higher Criticism." 


Pusni0 schools in Yonkers, N. Y., and 
in Detroit hav been closed on account of 
the presence of diphtheria in those cities, 


Tux Southern Associated Press has sev- 
ered its connection with the Associated 
oe of Chicago and joined the United 

Tess. 


The James Lick monument was unveiled 
in City Hall Square, San Francisco, on 


SWITZERLAND surrendered to Italy the 
Anarchists Lezzioli and Partinotti, and 
has warned others who hav recently come 
across the border. 


FnANOE seems to be vreparing for war 
with Madagascar. On Nov. 26 the Cham- 
ber of Deputies voted the Madagascar 
oredits—377 to 143. 


By a decree of the Italian government 
every socialistic club, society, and union 
has been dissolved and the papers and ar- 
chives of all confiscated. 


In North Carolina the Republicans and 
Populists hav agreed to caucus together in 
the legislature, to each take one U. S. Sen- 
Mor and to continue the fusion through 
1896. 


Epwarp Arxıinson of Boston, the finan- 
eier and economist, approves of free bank- 
ing, as he understands it, and demands the 
ee of the 10 per cent tax on state banks 
of issue. 


JosgPH E. Brown, ex-Governor, -Jus- 


‘tice, and -Senator of Georgia, died at his 


home in Atlanta, on November 30. He 
was born in Pickens county, S. C., on 
April 15, 1821. 


CHOLERA has broken out in Moosh and 
other places in Armenia where the mas- 
sacres of September occurred. It is sup- 
posed to be due to the stench rising from 
the unburied corpses. 


Tue Court of Appeals of New York 
unanimously affirms the conviction of 
John Y. McKane, the Gravesend boss. 
Nothing but pardon by the governor can 
now cut short his term of imprisonment. 


gressmen, on the ground that more than 
half of the voters of that State are disfran- 
chised by the ‘‘ Mississippi Plan" fran- 
chise law. 


A NUMBER of bankers and business men 
of Denver petitioned Governor Waite to 
permit gambling houses in that city to re- 
main open in the interest of business. The 
governor deniéd the prayer of the peti- 
tioners. prs 


In New Jersey the total vote for Con- 
gressmen was—MHepublican, 163,823; Dem- 
ocratic, 115,945; Prohibition, 7,252; 
Populist, 4,149; Social Labor, 4,454; Pop- 
ulist and Social Labor, 1,193. Republican 
plurality in state, 48,478, Congressmen all 
Republican. : 


Tus total gubernatorial vote of the state 
of New York at the late election was—Mor- 
ton, Rep., 678,512; Hill, Dem., 516,- 
153; Wheelér, auti-Hill Dem., (28,649; 
Baldwin, Pro., 22,392; Matchett, Soc,- 
Labor, 12,954; Matthews, Pop., 9,794; de- 
fectiv, blank, and scattering ballots, 
5,918. 


Tu Massachusetts Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty: to Animals supplies 
each policeman of Boston with a copy of 
Our Dumb Animals (its official paper), 
and the reading rooms of all police sta- 
tions with its various humane publications, 
The police hay done good work for the 
Society. ^ 


Tue Turkish government has issued an 
edict forever debarring American news- 
papers from admission to its dominions, 
This is because of their denunciation of the 


must remain on the floor over night. 
Stairways and platforms of elevated roads 
must be scrubbed once a week with a solu- 
tion of carbolic acid. and then with soap 
and water. The cocoa mats on the floors 


‘of cars must be replaced by wooden slats 


or mats, which must be scrubbed with the 
disinfecting solution used on the floors. 
Floors of ferryboats must be swept every 
hour with the aid of damp sawdust to pre- 
vent dust from rising. 


Tue Trans-Mississippi Congress, recently 
insessionin St, Louis, favored free coinage 
atthe rate of 16 to 1 by a vote of 164 to 72. 


, Among theother demands made were these: 


That the general docent deepen the 
harbors on the Gulf coast, and at San 
Joaquin, Sacramento, San Pedro, Islá 
Creek, and Oakland, Cal.; erect fortifica- 
tions and keep armed vessels on’ Puget 
Sound; enlarge the appropriations for im- 
proving rivers, and renew work for bet- 
terment of the Mississippi jetty system; 
government aid to the Nicaragua Canal, 
and interior canals connecting the great 
lakes with the Atlantic Ocean; greater 
protection to person. and property in 
Alaska; creation of an international com- 
mission to control canals and natural 
waterways of an international character; 
the cession of arid, non-mineral public 
land to the several states and territories 
containing such, for their use in storing 
water for irrigation; opening for settle- 
ment the Uintah and Uncompahgre Indian 
Reservations in Utah ; admission of Ari- 
zona, New Mexico, and Oklahoma; the ces- 
sion to Oklahoma of the Indian Territory, 
and the abolition of tribal relations among 


Nov. 29. The cost of the monument was 
about $100,000. 


In Mississippi the Populists will contest 
the seats of all seven Democratic Con- 


massacre of Armenians. 


Lhe government 
had the authority to: do this under the 


the Indians, they to become citizens of 
the United State , | x 


A Missionary Scheme. 


Tar Terura SeereeR has recently been doing, with 
the generous aid of its friends, a great deal of po- 
litical missionary work. We hav given away thou- 
sands of the “Ohurch Property” pamphlet, and it 
is doing its work. We hav also given away thou- 
sands of arguments against the proposed national 
Sunday laws. Besides these, more thousands of 
Terura Szzxers hav been scattered broadcast over 
the land. 


With the advent of the reading season, when the 
summer’s work is done and the people hav time to 
think, we want to do a great deal of religious mis- 
sionary work, and so we hav prepared this scheme, 
which has already received cordial indorsement: 


Probably no one book has made more converts 
to common sense and won more people away from 
superstition than Paine’s “ Age of Reason.” It is 
& book, as Colonel Ingersoll says, that furnishes an 
immense amount of food for thought. It is written 
for the average mind, and is a straightforward, 
honest investigation of the Bible and of the Chris- 
tian system. It has liberalized us all. It puts 


arguments in the mouths of the people ; it puts the 
church on the defensiv; it enables somebody in 
every village to corner the parson. It has never 
been “ answered” and never can be. 


What ought to be done, and what we propose to 
do, is to scatter this book broadcast—to giv and to 
hav given away thousands of them among the peo- 
ple. Every church-member that any Freethinker 
knows ought to hav one. It will do that church- 
member good, even if his wife burns it. He will 
read a few pages in it at least before she gets hold 
of it. But perhaps she too will read it. That bopk 
in a family is bound to do good—an immense 
amount. It has liberalized thousands and will 
liberalize thousands more. That book started Tux 
Trura Kerreg, for from reading it D. M. Bennett, 
whom we allloved when living, and whose memory 
we now honor, became a Liberal Previously he 
was a rigid churchman. There are more like him in 
the country, and it is they we ought to reach. 


Our proposition is for every reader of this 
paper to send us the names and addresses of 
EIGHT of his Christian acquaintances and ONE 


DOLLAR, and we will mail each of thema copy 
of Paine’s “ AGE OF REASON.” 


If you don’t know eight Christians you care 
enough about to convert, name those whom you do 
want to convert, send the dollar, and we will mail the 
remainder to some editor or public man or preacher 
worth saving. 


In this way public opinion can be made and 
the church undermined. A few Freethinkers 
in a community can club together and convert a 
whole congregation, leaving the minister high and 
dry in his pulpit. Or they can send us the funds 
and we will make the selection of the target and 
take the responsibility of the work. What we want is 
toscatter the book among the people and hav it read. 


Remember, we do all the work—all we ask is the 
names and addresses and means to mail the book. 
Surely everybody can help in this and make thou- 
sands of Freethinkers. Don’t select the names 
of indifferentists, but those of good church people, 
with a preference for those who hav the capacity to 
think if they only are steered in the right direc- 


tion. 
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Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 


HE 1IRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100. persons hav ‘subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four HUNDRED YEaRS OF 
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all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
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As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
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for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
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the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 


. in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 


collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four Huxprep Yxars or FBREETHOUGET, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, afd presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5, With "The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.50. 
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that God will save these multitudes in some other 
world? In reply to the Methodist bishop the Cal- 
vinistic Christian Reformer says : 


** We maintain that God is not ‘trying to save’ ; he is 
actually saving. Christ came, not to try to save, but to 
save. Did God ever try to save any one and fail? 
Bishop Foster admits that all are not saved. Why are 
some lost? His explanation must bathat God is unable 
to save them. The plan of salvation, in his view, is. not 
adapted to those who are lost. They might hav been 
saved if only God knew of a plan that would suit their 
case. The bishop, in trying to maintain his theory of the 
goodness and love of God, sacrifices both his omnipotence 
and omniscience.” 


In brief, Bishop Foster believes that some will go 


much we might be disposed to belittle his powers 
of observation. This was not his position, how- 
ever, if he is correctly summarized by Rabbi Wise ; 
he did not assume, a priori, the fact of creation, 
but he assumed a priori the fact of revelation, and 
then, because he found creation asserted in the as- 
sumed revelation, he declared that his belief in crea- 
tion was philosophically as valid as the belief of 
Plato and Aristotle in their theories. The moment 
he attempted to prove creation by revelation, the 
latter took its place in the category of disputed 
facts and had to be itself proved to be a fact before 
it could in any degree help to demonstrate the 
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their mutual premis is sound. According to the 
Calvinistic theory, God has saved all that he 
has tried to save, which—if orthodoxy be true—is 
equivalent to saying that he has not tried to save 
more than one out of each thousand of his creatures. 
He is a delightful God. 


cosmos by God. In fact, as all know, the most earn- 
est and learned of Theists and special creationists 
hav very little to say about the Bible as a witness 
for their clients. They talk much about design 
and order and moral purpose, which they try to 
show are everywhere manifest in the universe, but 
it is clearly apparent that they no longer expect to 
convince reasonable men and women of the sound- 
ness of their positions by appeals to a discredited 
* revelation." 

When Mamonides offered his belief in revelation 
as proof of an assumed creation, he was logically 
required to prove the fact of revelation instead of 
ereation. Could he do this, the creation issue 
would incidentally be disposed of once for all. 
Three men, living on an island where there are no 
trees, dispute regarding them. A asserts that trees 
grow suspended in the air, and B asserts that they 
grow with their roots only in the air, while O asserts 
that they grow with their roots in the ground. 
Here we hav three assumptions which mutually 
conflict, and the defender of each must bring the 
best evidence he can find in support of his particular 
claim. Then if A injects the supernatural element 
into the dispute, producing a book said to hav been 
written by an infallible God which affirms that trees 
grow suspended in the air, it is manifest that if he 
is right the others can hay nothing more to say. At 
once the question is raised, Did God write this 
book? If itis found to be impossible to prove that 
he did, the book then takes its place among the 
productions of fallible men and the question is no 
longer, Is it divine? but, Is it true? That is to be 
determined by investigation. The three disputants 
come into the possession of other books and these 
deny that trees grow as the alleged God-written 
book asserted that they do; the men travel in 
foreign lands, where they find trees growing with 
their roots in the ground, and they reach the in- 
evitable conclusion that the book which put forth 
the suspension theory was neither divine nor true. 
This is also the conclusion reached by unprejudiced 
people concerning the Hebrew and Christian script- 
ure—that is, it is not of divine origin and it is not 
true so far as the creation story and other miracu- 
lous tales are concerned. 

Rabbi Wise is pleased to designate as “ “negations” 
the affirmation of the scientist that nature is self- 
ordering and the affirmation of the scholar that the 
Bible is a human production, like all other books so 
far known to man. The supernaturalist, himself 
the persistent denier of the oneness of nature and 
the testimony of human experience that all litera- 
ture has been traced to the hand of man, delights 
to call his opponents the apostles of negation and 
to accuse them of tearing down and failing to put 
anything in the: place of that which they de- 
stroy. It has too often been shown that this. 


Money should be sent by express company’s money order, 
postal order, draft on New York, or by registered letter. 
Address communtoattons and make drafts, checks, post-opice 
and express money orders payable to E. M. MACDONALD, 

98 Larayette place, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE.—We shall be obliged to our 
renders if they will send us the name and address of 
any Freethinker who is not a regular subscriber. 


Accepts Revelation, and therefore Believes in 
Creation. | 


Continuing his criticism of the views of Colonel 
Ingersoll, Rabbi Isaac M. Wise observes that the 
Bible teaches that God created the world; that 
among ancient philosophers it was Plato who held 
that matter existed in a chaotic and formless state, 
and God made the world from this existent matter; 
that Aristotle maintained that heaven and all that 
is in it, everything besides the earth, existed from 
eternity, and that the earth was produced by the 
action of the heavenly bodies. Oenturies after. 
wards came the Moorish-Spanish philosóphers, 
Arabs and Jews, who reasoned on this problem. 
Among these was Moses Mamonides, who analyzed 
the three theories of cosmogony, “reasoning on 
them from the purely philosophical standpoint,” 
and reached the conclusion “that it is not within 
the bounds of possibility to establish. certainty in 
one or the other of these dogmas, and added to it: 
tI, believing in revelation, believe also in creation, 

to which; from the philosophical standpoint, I am 
at least as well entitled as you are to yours. This 
says that you can deny creation as little as I can the 
eternity of matter." 

Even if it were admitted that this reasoning was 
valid, under. the circumstances, what essential con- 
nection has it with the present contention between 
the supernaturalist and the naturalist ?.. Philosophy 
has yielded the first place which it so long held to 
science, and the inductiv method has largely super- 
seded the deductiv. Instead of fitting facts to 
theories, as in the old days, we now rest the super- 
structure of theory upon the basis of ascertained 
facts; to be sure, the generalizations are often too 
-broad, often defectiv, but they are not advanced as 
finalities, and every true student of science well 
knows that they are always subject to revision when 
new facts are ascertained: or a clearer light is 
thrown on old facts. But the reasoning of Mamon- 
ides was not valid, even with modern science left out 
of the question. It is not reasonable to make 
one's mere belief in the supernatural carry with it 
the settlement of disputed philosophical or scien- 
tific questions, or even to do no more than to claim 
that that belief is sufficient to balance the scales as 
between the contending theories. Had Mamon- 
ides said that an æ priori assumption of creation 
was philosophically as legitimate as the theories of 
Plato and Aristotle, his position would hay been 
logically sound, reasoning deductivly, however 
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JOHN PECK: 
sA QUEER GOD AND HIS QUEER BOOK.” 


God and the Calvinists. 

Bishop Foster, of the Methodist church, has got 
into doctrinal trouble with the Calvinists because he 
said in a recent sermon that there was hope for 
the heathen. Here follow a few of his disturbing 
sentences : 

“I am not hopeless, If I could conceive for a moment 
that the world as I know it—and I know it from rim to 
rim; I hav traveled in all its lands; I hav seen its desolate 
and despicable millions; I hav seen it in shame snd filth 
and poverty—if I were compelled to think that my God 
whom I worship would by any possible method of admin- 
istration send down to an eternal and hopeless eternity 
twelve hundred millions of my brethren who know not 
their right hands from their left, and save a few of us who 
are but a little better perhaps, i in our moral fiber, I would. 
not go to heaven if I could. ` I say that with considers- 
tion. I could not worship such a God as that. I would 
join all the hosts of hell in rebelling against such a God 
asthat. Godislove. God is trying tosavemen. There 
is not & man in the universe whom God is not trying to 
save, and nota man whom he will not save if he can do it 
under principles of moral law. No man will be lost if 
God can save him by any principles which he knows any- 
thing about.” 


When a Methodist bishop talks in that way you 
may be sure that the humanities are getting the 
better of the creeds. It is one thing to reject Oal- 
vinism, but quite another to threaten to rebel 
against God in a certain contingency. Yet is 
Bishop Foster prepared to rebel against the God 
who, if the creed of the Methodist church be 
true, has made this earth a hell for such a large 
proportion of the human family? Did he not create 
these “desolate and despicable millions,” and did 
he not make the “shame and filth and poverty” in 
which they liv and die? Is there no principle that 
“he knows anything about” by which he can rescue 
them 4» this world? Or are there * principles of 
moral law” which the infinit cannot control? If 
that is the case—and it would appear that it is, 
judging by the fate of the majority of earth’s chil- 
dren—what warrant has Bishop Foster for his hope 
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an utterly valueless defense for us to use here 
much space in exposing its triviality. It is to 


be charitably presumed that Rabbi Wise did the 
best he could for his cause, and we must take 
this as the explanation of the millionth-time sowing 
There is no life in 
The 
Freethinker and the practical scientist are the 
None can surpass or approach them in 
the readiness, nay the eagerness, with which they 
accept both old and new truths that hav reason- 
They would be as credulous and 
foolish as the supernaturalists if they accepted what 
Thiir attitude is 
the furthest possible remove from that of the mere 
idle denier or the denier who denies because his 


of these «negativ chestnuts. 
them and has not been for hundreds of yeara. 


affirmers. 


able certification. 


was lacking such certification. 


Bible or his church denies. 


The rabbi thinks that the scientist and the critic 


are very rash to hav doubts regarding revelation 
and creation, or to deny them, when so little is 
known about the universe and even this earth on 
which we dwell He calls to the witness stand 
the “historian of materialism,” the physiologist, 
and the philosopher, who all say, and truly, that our 
real knowledge is very little indeed. None will more 
cheerfully grant this than will the scientific ration- 
alist. But he will also say that what we do know 
has been gleaned in the rich fields of observation 
and experiment, not in the barren desert of revela- 
tion, snd he will add that what we do know points 
unmistakably to the uniformity and sufficiency of 
natural processes, alike in the realms of mind and 
of matter, conveniently so-called. So far super- 
natural gods and devils hav not been proved to hav 
had any hand in the making of worlds or in the 
writing of books. Every fact classified up to date 
has been credited to the scientist, and every “ re- 
vealed ” lie debited to the supernaturalist. We do 
not know very much, but what we do know is 
uniformly unfavorable to the claims of the anti- 
naturalists. 

Mr. Wise tries to be witty at the expense of the 
Monists. He tells a story of an English gentleman 
who spent several years in hunting in Australia, 
and on his return was ridiculed by his acquaintances 
for his lack of information concerning the country 
at the antipodes. Thereupon he had his footman 
bring him the long boots which he had worn in 
Australia. Scraping from them the mud he found 
clinging there, *he microscoped it carefully, and 
then he wrote a geology of Australia.” It is true 
that & work so written would not be very full or 
reliable, but that mud would tell much more to the 
careful investigator of nature than any man who 
had never been in Australia or who had read no 
better description of it could imagin. The other- 
worldian knows all about heaven and hell, but he 
has not so much as a grain of gold from the pave- 
ments of the one or a pinch of ashes from the fur- 
naces of the other to furnish a foundation for his 
descriptions. He likewise can tell us all about 
God's intentions, but he has not a scrap of paper as 
big as a maple leaf bearing the sign manual of that 
alleged being. 

Because Colonel Ingersoll criticises the Bible as 
one book, written by God or by his direction, Rabbi 
Wise accuses him of being ignorant of the fact that 
it is a collection of books, written by many persona, 
at different times. It is difficult to hav patience 
with such statements. As though Mr. Ingersoll 
did not know all this! What does Rabbi Wise 
mean? Does he assume that his hearers are so ig 
norant that they will believe that the Agnostic does 
not know anything about the development of the 
Bible? Does the rabbi suppose that he will be able 
to drive the Freethought lecturer from the field by 
throwing chaff at him? What fact is more patent 
to thinking people than this that the average Chris- 
tian believes that the Bible is one book, clear, con- 
sistent, and received from the hand of God himself 
at a certain time in the past, or, rather, at certain 
times, the Old Testament having been given, and 
then, at a later date, the New to complement and 
fulfil it? That the Bible is a collection of books, 
and parts of books, written at times widely separated 
and by many persons of diverse and even antago- 
nistic opinions, is precisely what the Freethinker has 


maintained for ages and what the “ Higher Critics,” 
so despised by Rabbi Wise, are demonstrating anew 
every day. It is not necessary to say to Freethink- 
ers, although it seems to be necessary to say it to 
Rabbi Wise, that Colonel Ingersoll and his con- 
fréres attack the Bible on the ground selected by 
its friends. When Christians become frank enough 
to put the creeds of the churches into harmony with 
the position of the advanced critics, and strive to 
educate the masses of their adherents in the prin- 
ciples of Bible growth, the work of the Freethinker 
will be vastly different from what the churches com- 
pel it to be to-day. As we hav said before to other 
critics of the Freethought lecturer and writer, so 
long as the vast majority of Christians believe that 
the Bible is one book written by dictation of a 
perfect god, we will find it necessary to consume 
much of our energy in attacks that apparently put 
us in the attitude of assuming that such was the 
origin and such is the nature of that book. When 
we point out the absurdities of the scriptures we 
are not unaware of the fact that many of those ab- 
surdities are more apparent than real if the Bible is 
considered as a collection of writings by different 
human authors living in periods of time far apart 
and under the influence of differing civilizations. 
But the official view of the Bible does not recognize 
such an explanation as permissible or even moral, 
and the masses of Christians and Jews consider 
that it is only the Infidel who could be so foolish 
and depraved as to contend that the Bible can be 
so explained. While the revelationists giv the word 
of command to the armies of religion they must not 
be surprised or angry if the Freethinker attacks 
the very pretension that they sustain. 


Down With Sunday Laws. 


There will be found on another page of this issue 
of Tur TnurH SxzkzR a petition to the legislature 
of New York asking for the repeal of the Sunday 
law of the state. We want every one of our read- 
ers in New York to eut that petition out of the 
paper or send io this office for separate petitions 
and then get every signature possible. When all 
the names hav been obtained that hard work can 
procure send these filled sheets to us and we will 
forward to the proper committee in Albany. 

Some of the newspapers of the city are making 
an effort to obtain from the legislature a moditica- 
tion of the law in the interest of the saloons and 
their patrons. This does not concern us. The 
issue is a partial and misleading one. The funda- 
mental iniquity of Sunday legislation is not. touched 
by any such scheme. Let the fight be made openly 
and squarely on the issue of the unconstitutionality 
and barefaced injustice and tyranny of all Sunday 
laws. No enthusiasm can be aroused in behalf of a 
makeshift and a compromise. Strike straight at 
the fundamental principle underlying the infamous 
Sunday statutes. Ali these laws are in the interest 
of the church and were and are meant to be. They 
are intended to help unite church and state and 
they do help unite them. The ministers are 
their only consistent champions; with them it is 
a trade movement; they are trying to legislate 
rivals out of the field. The man who cannot see 
this must be blind to the most glaring everyday 
facts. 

The Voice, the preachers, and the other defend- 
ers of privilege are much disturbed by the effort, 
already mentioned, for the modification of the exist- 
ing law so as to permit the saloons to be open dur- 
ing certain hours of Sunday. The “laboring peo- 
ple” (how they love them!) are told that if such a 
step is taken it will only be a short time beforg 
everything will be open on Sunday and the 
“laborer” will find himself compelled to work 
seven days in the week; his day of “rest” will be 
gone. All this is buncomb. Are all men com- 
pelled to work at night because a certain large 
number do 80* Will all hav to work seven days in 
the week because, in order to giv those who do not 
work a chance to enjoy their holiday, a certain per- 
centage of the people work on that day? Has it 
been found necessary to make work and recreation 
on the Fourth of July and other secular holidays 
misdemeanors or felonies in order that the masses of 


the people may then rest and enjoy themselvs? 
Not at all, and no one would hav thought of saying 
that such steps would be necessary as regards Sun- 


‘day had it not been for the priests, with whom 


the movement for Sunday legislation originated. 
Under a rational system only those will work. on 
any holiday whose services experience shows to be 
necessary for the proper use of the day by the bulk 
of the population. Sunday has become the weekly 
day of rest for the masses, and the repeal of all 
legislation which punishes work done on that day 
will not make it a day of general labor. Those 
who serve their fellows during that time can rest 
on some other day. Drive fanaticism out of our 
legislativ halls and there will be no difficulty 
in securing for all the leisure they want. that 
the cry of “a rest day for labor” is insincere 
is demonstrated by the fact that the clergy and 
their lay coadjutors are just as bitterly opposed to 
Sunday recreation as they are to Sunday labor. 
Do you not remember how they fought against the 
opening of the Metropolitan Museum on Sunday? 
And in Pittsburg they are just as uncompromisingly 
opposed to the public parks being open on that day. 
If the bigots who are at the bottom of the Sabbath 
observance movement could hav their way they 
would close Central and Bronx parks on Sunday, 
stop every horse and electric and cable car in the 
city and state, and keep the people shut up in their 
houses all day on Sunday unless they went to 
church, and to drive them there is the object.of the 
day worshipers. Repeal every Sunday law. 


The historian Bancroft says that “Infidelity 
gains the victory when it wrestles with hypocrisy or 
with superstition, but never when its antagonist is 
reason.” This is readily explained. Infidelity does 
not wrestle with reason ; Infidelity is on the best of 
terms with reason; hypocrisy and superstition are. 
its natural foes; this accounts for its uniform tri- 
umphs when contending with Christianity. 


George Macdonald says his story of the «One- 
horned Ox” in Taz Trova Szexer Annvat for 1895 
will run its circulation up to a million, beyond a 
doubt. That being so, our readers should order 
their copies early, as we shall print only. a few 
thousand. Price, 25 cents. And speaking of the 
ANNUAL, it may be well to say that we hav got the best 
collection of contributions for its pages that we 
hav ever had, and that is saying a very great deal. 
The articles cover the field of Freethought, and 
each is a gem in itself. 


We learn from the religious Outlook that Mr. 
Johnston, the British Commissioner for Central 
Africa, “looks for the salvation of that region, not 
so much from any political or religious domination 
by white colonies, as by the introduction of farm- 
ers and traders from India. The experiment has 
already been tried of settling Banyans cn the Shiré 
River, and it has been encouraging.” Somehow, 
religion does not seem to be very much of a success 
anywhere as a civilizing agency—at least, not the 
Christian religion; Mohammedanism appears to be 


somewhat better. 
Ee im AS E 


The fall and winter being more particularly the ` 
reading season, and naturally the renewing of. 
subscription season, we hope that our friends will 
make a little effort to send Taz TRUTH SEEKER some. 
new subscribers. A good many of our old ones 
hav had to drop off during the past eighteen 
months of panic and dullness in the business world, ` 
and we need some more to take their places and push ^ 
on the work. Our friends hav never failed us in an 
emergency, and we again venture to ask them to do ` 
something to help by inducing new subscriptions. 
We hav tried to make this easy by the premium . 
off.rs printed on the second page of this paper, 
and we think considerable can be done by our 
friends if they will take the trouble to speak a good 
word for us to their Liberal acquaintances. 

To those who feel like presenting Taz Terora 
Srexer for a short time to some dear friend, our 
Tria! Subscription offer opens the way at & small 
cost. A great many of the Liberals to whom Tux 
Truru Szrxen is first sent this way become perma- 
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nent subscribers and earnest workers in the cause 
of mental liberty. 

And lastly, after you hav induced some acquaint- 
ance to subscribe, and sent Taz TRUTH SERKER 
three months to some friend, send us the names of 
all the Liberals you know, and we will send them 
sample copies, and see if they, too, will not sub- 
scribe. We need themall. . 


had been released from that obligation. Of course 
neither Colonel Cruger nor any other official of 
Trinity would for a moment consent to liv in a 
house where there was not running water easily ac- 
cessible on every floor. But it is ‘different in the 
case of * God's poor.” 


It is very clear why Archbishop Corrigan forbade 
Father Ducey to longer attend the sessions of the 
Lexow Committee. The latter is not disposed to 
support the machine with which the former is on 
such friendly terms, and it had come to be under- 
stood that Father Ducey’s presence at the Lexow 
hearings might be taken by the machine to mean 
the secret sympathy of Corrigan with the independ- 
ent priest’s very apparent interest in the anti- 
machine reform movement. This would not do, 
and so there came the orders to Ducey to absent 
himself thereafter from the committee rooms. 
There does not seem at this writing to hav been 
any reason for the implied charge that Ducey was 
meddling, as a priest, in political affairs. This has 
been the habit of the wolf. According to the fable, 
the lamb was accused of roiling the water in the 
stream from which the wolf was drinking, although 
the poor lamb was down the stream from his lupine 
lordship. 


We hav sold over a thousand copies of Colonel 
Ingersoll lecture about the Bible within the last 
few Weeks, several hundred copies of his Letters on 
Suicide, filled accumulated orders for his lectures 
on Lincoln and Shakspere to the number of sev- 
eral hundred more, and still the people want them 
just a little faster. All of which shows that the 
Colonel is about the best read man in the United 
States, for what we hav sold is but. a drop in the 
bucket compared with the sales at his lectures. 
Five hundred to a thousand are disposed of each 
time he speaks. Mr. Farrell expects that over a 
hundred thousand copies of the lecture on the Bible 
will be circulated this winter. 


Now it is Senator Hoar who tells something out 
of school, and it is the Outlook which helps giv cur- 
rency to the heretical observation. The Senator 
says: : 

**In studying the cause which gave Boston its influence 
at the beginning of this century, I became satisfied long 
ago that the influence was chiefly due to the fact of the 
existence at Boston and at Oambridge of great public 
libraries." 

Education is & mighty force, and it will be the 
redemption of our race, to the full extent that it 
can ever be redeemed. In spite of itself, Chris- 
fianity is involved in the great forward move- 
ment begun when movable alphabetic types were 
invented. , 


In its issue of December 6th, the Christian 
Advocate outlines its work for 1895. Regarding 
the public schools, it says that it will defend them 
against all attacks, whether those attacks take the 
form of demands for the introduction as teachers of 
nuns and priests wearing the uniform of their 
orders, or for the division of public funds among 
the denominations, or, while the schools are main- 
tained in general, to allow the Catholics to hava 
share of the public money, pro rata, for their 
parochial schools. This is all right so far asit goes, 
but the Advocate is so careless as not to say a 
word regarding its attitude toward the the use of 
the Bible and the saying of prayers and singing of 
hymns in the public schools. Is it going to cham- 
pion or antagonize these? A little farther down in 
the same column we are told that when the Chris- 
tian Advocate is * in doubt it will maintain silence.” 
We infer that it is in doubt regarding the propriety 
of the teaching of Christian and Protestant dogmas 
in the common schools. We hope that this is so, for 
it is said that “doubt is the beginning of wisdom.” 
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We wish our readers would look at the date on 
their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal If they find they do, it will be a great favor 
to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
ience, as we need the money. Owing to various 
causes, more than the usual number are in arrears 
at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn’t mention it. We like to keep square 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hav to get behind with others. We hav no capital 
to fall back upon, and depend upon getting our 
dues to giv others their due. If our friends who 
are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 
upon, it will be, as we hav said, a great favor to us, 
and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 


Evidently they are unsophisticated in Vermont. 
A woman in that state writes to Kate Field's Wash- 
ington that she wants to receive into her house 
several little girls to educate with her own. After 
describing the proposed system of instruction and 
giving her terms, she innocently adds: “My refer- 
ences are unquestionable, as I am a life-long resi- 
dent of this city and achurch member!” If she 
had only been prudent enough to leave off those last 
four words she would hav been all right, but when 
she says she is a church member she at once be- 
comes an object of suspicion, for the business 
public and a good many other people hav learned 
to keep clear of the man or woman who makes a 
display of his or her religion. A religious pro- 
fession has come to be regarded as very often a 
mask for rascality. So many embezzling bank 
presidents, cashiers, and bookkeepers hav been 
zealous workers in the church that prudent em- 
ployers are not anxious to take that kind of business 
men into their service. The Vermont teacher has 
made a mistake. 


As stated in our News Column, revelations very 
unpleasant for Trinity Church Corporation hav re- 
cently been made. The Sanitary department of the 
Board of Health began an investigation on Dec. 10 
that will: be continued until all the Corporation’s 
148 tenements hav been thoroughly examined. 
Fifty-two of these tenements are leased to various 
persons who sublet them to the tenants and collect 
the rents. In regard to these Trinity makes the ex. 
cuse that the leases prevent it from making repairs 
or building new structures. Ninety-six are owned 
and rented directly by Trinity. The great majority 
of these are old, tumble-down affairs, many wholly 
unfit for human habitation. Trinity asserts that 
these were inherited from former régimes, and that 
it has torn down and rebuilt as rapidly as the means 
at its command would permit. In the report in the 
Tribune of the testimony before the Tenement House 
Commission will be found some statement of facts 
that are very damaging to Trinity, although Colonel 
Cruger, comptroller of the corporation, claims in 
an interview published in the World, that if his 
version of the facts given to the Commission had 
been printed there would hav been no ground for 
the present. discussion. Dr. Cyrus Edson of the 
Board of Health said that the corporation had 
fought the Board of Health in the courts on the 
issue of having running water on each floor and 


The champions of Christianity never tire of 
boasting that that religion has civilized the world 
as no other has done, and yet it is notorious that 
among the devotees of no other great religion hav 
the humanities been less cultivated. When the 
Bible told man that he was to hav dominion over 
all the beasts of the field and the birds of the air, 
he took it for a perpetual license to torture and 
slaughter, just as the Christians of the middle 
ages took the command, “Thou shalt not suffer a 
witch to liv.” In what Christian land could a 
traveler find such s condition of affairs as a writer 


in Arthurs Home Magazine describes in two 
paragraphs which we condense below ? 

Birds are very tame in Egypt. They enter houses 
and hop about in perfect fearlessness. A sparrow 
was seen perched on the corner of a table during a 
crowded hotel repast, and it is not uncommon to 
see them flitting across the ceilings of drawing- 
rooms at Luxor. All birds, from the largest to the 
smallest, go unmolested, unless they are definitly 
useful for food. Owls, kites, and crows sit in 
peace on the roofs of Cairo, or in the palm-trees in- 
the gardens. What security would any of these 
hav in our Christian “sporting lands”? Even 
song birds are defenseless before the gun-muzzles 
of our ministers of the meek and lowly Jesus. 


A book reviewer in one of the leading dailies, 
speaking of a work written by a distinguished Bible 
critic, referred to the critic as “one of the most 
eminent living exponents of Christian rationalism 
in Germany,” and said of his position : 

** Tt is doubtful if he admits the supernatural at all; he 
declares miracles impossible, and the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ a delusion. The idea that the Bible is a 
heaven-descended revelation from God cannot, he feels, 
be seriously maintained. * Nevertheless, the 
spirit that oharaoterizes these volnmes is essentially 
religious and devout.” 


The Christian Advocate givs the reviewer a de- 
served castigation. It observes truly that there 
can be “no such thing as ‘Christian rationalism,’ 
in the sense of utterly excluding the supernatural,” 
and says that the man who denies the inspiration 
of the Bible “is a rationalist pure and simple.” 
As for an author who repudiates the inspiration of 
the Bible, the occurrence of miracles, and the res- 
urrection of Jesus, it is misleading and foolish to 
say that his spirit is “essentially religious and de- 
vout,” “in the sense that either of those words is 
applied to believers in the supernatural, though he 
may stand awestruck before the mystery of the uni- 
verse.” We can heartily agree for once with Dr. 
Buckley; there are hundreds of writers like this 
reviewer ; they try to be like St. Paul, “all things 
to all men,” with the result that they confuse every- 
thing they touch. They are either too stupid or 
too cowardly to tell their readers just what they 
mean or what those of whom they write mean. 
They use old words in senses which deceive and 
probably are oftentimes intended to deceive. 


aa Eine E SES 
The legislativ season is here. Congress is 
already at work, and some of the state legis- 
latures are also in session. Soon all will be, and 
this is the opportunity for the political Chris 
tians. During the next six months these meddlers 
will be more activ than ever before. We want 
each of our readers to constitute him- or herself 
a committee of one to keep watch of the enemies 
of the secular state. Report to us immediately 
every movement of the theocrats. Look out for 
new Sunday laws and attempts to more rigor- 
ously. enforce old ones; watch for appropriations 
to the church and to institutions under the con- 
trol of the church; gather all the facts that you 
can in relation to the exemption of church prop- 
erty from taxation; be vigilant in regard to relig- 
ious teaching in the schools; note what is said 
and done about the employment and payment of 
chaplains; do not fail to keep informed and to in- 
form us as to the attacks which the anti-naturali:ts 
are sure o make on the agencies of expression and 
transmission. Do not assume that the Editor will 
find out all about these things through the daily 
papers; there are hundreds of those journals, and 
there are only seven days in the week; something 
of vital importance to our cause may escape hia eye 
and yours may catch it in the nick of time; it will 
be better for him to hav his attention called to it 
repeatedly than not to see it at all. So send along 
theitems. In this connection we will request all the 
members of the Freethought Letter-Writing Corps 
and all others who will now engage to write one 
letter each week to the target selected by the 
Captain to send us their names and addresses, not 
for publication, but that we may know how many 
there are, and so be better enabled to direct their 
activities. Let us make the coming year memorable 
in the annals of Seculariem. 
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The Sermon on the Mount. 
IL 

Mat. v, 22: But I say unto you, that whosoever is 
angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger 
of judgment. 

Put in this way this saying is a mere self-evident 
platitude. Any uninspired person knows that to 
show anger, resentment, or any similar feeling, 
“without a cause,” is childish, and Jesus ut- 
tered only a platitude in saying so. 

In the revised version of the New Testament, 
however, the words “without a cause” are omitted. 
Dr. Roberts, a member of the committee that pre- 
pared the Revised Version, says, in his “Com- 
panion to the Revised Version of the New Testa- 
ment” (p. 48): 

The evidence from manuscripts, versions, and fathers, 
is here not quite conclusiv, but the internal evidence is 
clear. It is obvious that a strong temptation presented 
itself to transcribers to insert the words, in order to 
soften the apparent harshness of the precept, whereas, 
had they existed in the primitiv text, it is scarcely possi- 
ble to account for their being dropped. There is little, 
if any, doubt, therefore, that they ought to disappear. 

I fail to see that there is any “internal evidence” 
in the precept, but in the above quotation from Dr. 
Roberts there is “internal evidence” that this last 
alteration was made because there was an external 
desire to do so. He admits that the evidence from 
manuscripts, versions, and fathers is inconclusiv, 
and one may fairly retort upon the revisers by 
paraphrasing Dr. Roberts, and saying: “It is ob- 
vious that a strong temptation presented itself to 
the revisers to soften the evident platitude of which 
Jesus was guilty, and so they dropped the words out 
merely because they desired to.” ‘This is a very 
forcible example of how the difficulty of knowing 
anything about what Jesus really said and did has 
arisen. There has never been any genuin desire 
on the part of Christians to keep the records of 
Jesus authentic. All they hav been anxious about 
has been to get the text into such a shape as to 
support each of the transcribers’ pet doctrins and 
dogmas and his theories of what Jesus ought to 

hav said and done for that purpose. Jesus lived 
in an extremely ignorant age; we know that he 
made some terrible mistakes in his assertions; his 
horizon was very limited, and his knowledge prob- 
ably very limited too. Unquestionably he said and 
did foolish things, and the endeavor of his follow- 
ers in all ages has been to conceal these facts and 
make it appear that he was divinely perfect. His 
character and life hav become problematical and 
illusory in consequence. The New Testament re- 
visers, in this instance, hav put themselvs on a 
level with the unscrupulous Christian historian 
Eusebius, to whom Christians are indebted for so 
much false Christian history. As Gibbon says 
(“History of Christianity”), “Eusebius indirectly 
confesses that he has related whatever might re- 
dound to the glory, and has suppressed all that 
could tend to the disgrace, of religion.” Eusebius 
headed the thirty-second chapter of his “Evangeli- 
cal Preparation" with the scandalous proposition: 
* How it may be lawful and fitting to use falsehood 
as & medicin and for the benefit of those who want 
to be deceived” (Gibbon, “ Vindication”). Evi- 
dently the spirit of Eusebius still survives. 

However, it will be seen that the revisers had not 

improved matters by making the statement read 
thus : “ Whosoever is angry with his brother shall be 
in danger of judgment.” There are kinds and degrees 
of anger; some are bad and should “render one in 
danger of judgment ;” but there are kinds of anger 
that are righteous and called for; times when it is 
proper and is demanded. Gross injustice and 
many other extreme facts render anger not only 
righteous but necessary. Among other things, I 
think we may fairly say that we are entitled to be 
righteously angry with unscrupulous Bible revisers 
who read their own ideas into a text when admit- 
tedly “the evidence is not quite conclusiv," and 
with historians who maintain “ how it may be law- 
ful and fitting to use falsehood as a medicin and 
for the benefit of those who want to be deceived.” 
Jesus was fond of venting Ais anger, in a full tide, 
against those he called * hypoorits," and there is no 
greater hypocrit than he who plays fast and loose, 
or falsely, with what he pretends to hold sacred. 
And, by-the-bye, there were scribes among those 
Jesus called * hypocrits." 

Jesus continues (Mat. v, 22), “and whosoéver 
shall call his brother ‘Raca; shall be in danger of 
the council" The New Version says * Raca” is an 
expression of contempt, and the Old Version says 
it means “vain fellow." Obviously, there is no 
divine or human wisdom to detain us here. Jesus 
then adds, * But whosoever shall say, ‘Thou fool,’ 
shall be in danger of hell fire." (N. V., “hell of 
fire." Then why does Jesus do so himself? His 
constant practice with those who do not at once 
accept his teachings, on his authority, is to belie his 


own maxims and to fly into fits of anger and ill 
temper, to call them names, to use the harshest ex- 
pressions of contempt, and last of all to call them 
fools. 

O generation of vipers 

Ye serpents, ye generation of 

Ye hypocrits (constantly). . 

Ye fools (Luke xi, 40); (N. V., Ye foolish ones). 

Ye fools and blind (Mat. xxiii, 17). 

Well might we retort on Jesus his own saying 
(Mat. xii, 36, 37). 

Isay unto you that every idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall giv account thereof in the day of judgment. 
For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemned. 2 

Mat. v, 27, 28: Ye hav heard that it was said by them 
of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery. But I say 
unto you That whosoever looketh upon a woman to lust 
after her, hath committed adultery with her already in 
his heart. 

First, I wish to point out the extreme indelicacy 
and atrocious bad state of the unnecessary intrusion 
by Jesus of the words “with her” in this text. 
Then, as regards the maxim itself, as it stands, if it 
really conveyed the meaning that Jesus meant, if 
he meant to condemn lust, the teaching is sound 
and honorable. 
that nobody has ever supposed for a moment that 
he meant what he said. It has always been under- 
stood that in using the word lust he really meant 
desire; if so, and I see no reason for doubting it, 
the case is entirely altered. 

The orthodox religious idea has always been that 
any conscious relation between the sexes, however 
it had to be unwittingly permitted now, was sinful, 
the desire sinful and a curse, and that it was one of 
the curses imposed on man as a result of his sin 
and fall in the Garden of Eden. St. Augustine, in 
the fourteenth chapter of his “City of God,” and 
elsewhere, writes vehemently upon the subject and 
from the orthodox point of view. I cannot quote 
any of the crazy, unnatural and preposterous saintly 
indecency that Augustine writes on the subject, but, 
put in its mildest form, his statement is that in the 
Garden of Eden the relationship was one in which 
there was no consciousness or sensation, no emotion 
physical or mental. That was the dreamy ideal 
from which man fell through the sin of eating an 
apple, and the punishment for sin was desire, there- 
fore desire was wickedness. That has been the 
basis, though not always admitted, of religious 
teaching from Jesus onward even to our own time. 
Its consequences hav filled the world with untold 
misery and despair. No more monstrous and un- 
natural doctrin was ever taught. Human reason 
and experience teach us that hunger and thirst are 
desire, imperativ and not to be denied, for food and 
drink, and that unless the desire is reasonably satis- 
fied the individual, and through the individual the 
race, would perish. Human reason teaches us that 
excess in food and drink is low and bestial and to 
be condemned. But human reason can see and ap- 
preciate the difference between the reasonable satis- 
fying of the desire for food and drink and the vora- 
cious excess of gormandizing, if the divine delirium 
cannot seeit. So it is with the relation of the sexes; 
if the same desire did not exist, the relationship 
would never exist, would never be fulfilled, and the 
race must inevitably die out. Human reason can 
see and appreciate the difference between natural 
desire and unnatural lust, if divine delirium cannot. 
Jesus has but one word for the two. 

Whilst we are on this subject, let us read in the 
same connection what Jesus says in Mat. xix, 11, 
12, * All men cannot receive this saying, save they 
to whom it is given. For there are some eunuchs, 
which were so born from their mother’s womb; and 
there are some eunuchs which were made eunuchs of 
men, and there be eunuchs which hav made them- 
selvs eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He 
that is able to receive it, let him receive it.” 

_Enigmatically expressed as this passage is, it is 
impossible for any one who thinks for & moment to 
be ignorant as to what Jesus meant; impossible not 
to understand that he was here also speaking of 
himself, for one. Jesus, in the passage in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, is denouncing what he regards 
as sin, and in this last passage he speaks of what hd 
regards as the best and only safeguard against that 
sin, which precaution he implies that he had himself 
taken, and leaves it to be understood that whoever 
is able to follow his example, let him do so. If he 
was to be crucified at all, why, in heaven’s name, 
wasn’t he crucified before he had given utterance 
to so monstrous and wicked a precept? 

The same fearful idea of putting oneself beyond 
the possibility of sin and temptation by mutliation 
is enforced in the Sermon on the Mount in these 
words: “If thy right eye offend thee [New Version, 
‘causeth thee to stumble], pluck it out, and cast it 
from thee; for it is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members should perish and not that thy whole 


(Mat, xii, 34). . 
vipers (Mat. xxiii, 33). 


But there is the fact to be faced,- 


body shóuld be cast into hell And if thy right 
hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee; 
for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members 
should perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell” (Mat. v, 29, 30). 

It is perfectly idle to say, as some do, that the 
language in which these commands are expressed is 
figurativ, not meant to be taken literally. If, as you 
say, Jesus attained the highest possible limit of 
human wisdom, then he is doubly criminal in having 
expressed his ideas in words that convey commands 
to do what he did not intend should be done. As 
‘wise old Confucius said, hundreds of years before 
Jesus, “Without knowing the force of words, it is 
impossible to know men” (p. 11). “In language it 
is simply required that it convey the meaning” (p. 
88). If Jesus used words that did not convey his 
meaning, how can we know him and his ideas? 
Why do you say that he preached a perfect moral- 
ity if you do not know what he meant?  . 

Is it any wonder that a man so cut off from 
human nature and feeling, as to utter such precepta, 
should also say: “If any man come to me, and hate 
not’ his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and sisters; yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple”? (Luke xiv, 26.) The 
most alarming feature about these utterances is that 
the religious-spirit is at all times so given to morbid 
and fanatical extremes that teachings like these 
might be mixed up and associated with the finest 
pearls of human thought and these vile and debas- 
ing thoughts will be the very ones that will be 
pitched npon to form the basis of action instead of 
milder and more humane ones. Bear these horrible 
utterances in mind, and then run over the social 
history of mankind since Jesus’ time, and will you 
wonder that among its most prominent features you 
will find vast communities of men and women shut- 
ting themselvs up in monasteries to liv lives of pain- 
ful and morbid asceticism and inhuman severity, to 
be followed, afterwards, in the same places, by simi- 
lar hordes of men and women going to the other 
extreme under the same mask of severity, but in 
reality leading lives of fearful license? Will you 
wonder that when men hay so placed themselvs 
outside of human nature, torrents of blood flowed, 
ignorance and bestiality of every kind abounded, 
that vice and crime followed in the wake of the 
Christianity founded on the teachings of Jesus? 

Put all these scattered passages together, as we 
hav done, and any one must be convinced that Jesus . 
did say exactly what he meant, no more, no less. 
He is consistent, though fanatical. On them were 
founded the fanatical ideas of the Middle Ages— : 
the system of punishment and torture that prevailed 
as long as the cross of Jesus was the symbol of 
government and the word of Jesus the foundation 
of the law and practice. If thy right hand, offend- 
ing thee, is to be cut off, authority will soon relieve 
you of the trouble by cutting it off for you, and so 
on through all the list of offenses, until the full 
logic of the system is elaborated, and then must 
come the reign of the cutting block, the tongue 
tearers, the eye gougers, branding irons to put on 
the forehead the mark of the beast, martyr lashes, 
and the rest. The conception of sin, extending 
from “one of thy members,” will grow to include 
the whole body, and then you hav the gallows, the 
executioner’s ax, and fire, until the whole thing must 
culminate in the punishment of thought, and then 
you arrive finally and logically at the horrors of the 
Inquisition—all of it the outcome of the fanatical 
spirit of Jesus, and not solely of that of vile Jesuits. 
And then this man has the effrontery to say: * Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light”! (Mat. x, 28-30.) 

Omas. B. Coorzs. 
[To BE CONTINUED. | 


a 


Among the curious associations of animals as 
mutualists, is that of a gamasid—a small insect of 
the acarus family—with the ant; particular species 
of gamasid associating with particular species of 
ant. One gamasid described by Michael is protected 
by the ant to the extent that when there is an alarm 
the gamasids leap on to the heads of the ants and 
ride to a place of safety, the ants apparently feel- 
ing under obligation to save them while they save 
themselvs. The benefit to the ant by this associa- 
tion appears to be that the gamasid is a sort of 
scavenger, eating the dead ants and assisting in 
keeping the nest clean. 


——— aua 
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At the Book Table. 


The Open Court Publishing Company is quite 
rapidly adding to the world’s supply of solid liter- 
ature. Several of its meaty publications confront 
us as we seat ourself at the book table. The first 
that we take up is * The Nature of the State,"* by 
Dr. Paul Carus. When the Homestead rioters 


were indicted for treason in 1892, Gen. M. M. 


Trumbull wrote for the Open Court some criticisms, 
in which he said that their prosecution for treason 
was a moral victory for the rioters. This state- 
ment, together with others in the same article, 
called out from the editor, Dr. Carus, some pointed 
but kindly comments, in which he expressed the 
opinion that Gen. Trumbull was “carried away by 
his sympathy for one party—viz., the strikers—and 
thus become unjust to the other—the state.” Fol- 
lowing this there appeared in the paper numerous 
letters, which evinced the “wide interest taken 
in the subject.” The discussion suggested the 
essay republished in this number of the “ Religion 
of Science Library,” and which first appeared in 
several instalments.in the Open Court. - 

The author first asks: * Does the state exist?” 
and he answers that it does; that “the relations 
which we call society, nationality, and state are not 
mere phantoms, but realities for the preservation 
of which individuals are ready to fight, to sacrifice 
their possessions, and even their lives.” In con- 
nection with this answer the author remarks that 
“the tendency of the times is toward individual- 
ism, and, indeed, the glory of our institutions is 
that they hav, for the first.time in the world’s his- 
tory, given, in principle at least, a most unbounded 
sway to individual liberty. And rightly so.” How- 
ever, Dr. Carus admits that “this theory remains 
too much mere theory.” We are not jealous of our 
liberties, and do not guard against inroads upon 
our rights. It may be said here that it is barely 
possible that the reason, or one of the reasons, why 
we do not take more interest in the preservation of 
the liberties guaranteed to us by the Constitution 
is because there is in the minds of many of our 
people a strong trend of thought away from indi- 
vidualism, & trend so strong that it may well be 
considered the dominant current in our politics to- 
day. This necessarily produces confusion in our 
minds, making us doubtful of the propriety of vig- 
orously defending this or that right, for the sug- 
gestion is always present that it possibly is not 
aright after all. Dropping: this suggestion as a 
thought. provoker for others, we pass on to examin 
the work before us a little more. Dr. Carus thinks 
that the state exists as an entity, an entity of the 
kind that consist. of “relations, realities which are 
not concrete objects.” 

Was the individual prior to society? the writer 
regards as similar to that much-discussed query, 
Which was first, the hen or the egg? He replies 
that the right answer to both questions is, Neither 
was first. Dr. Carus does not seem to discriminate 
as Clearly as did Thomas Paine between society and 
the state, yet he realizes that, indispensable as soci- 
ety is to the individual, he cannot get the best from 
it unless he is free to grow and to suffer from, and 
therefore be benefited by, his own mistakes. This 
consideration leads the author to say that all places 
in a society should ** be open to free competition,” 
and that there should be “ elbow room for all the 
individuals, so that everywhere the best may come 
to the front. It is not probable that an increase of 
comfort or of individual happiness will be the re- 
sult [for the few, the context seems to show] of the 
full application of this principle; hence the opposi- 
tion of the ruling classes to individualism. On the 
contrary, it will make it harder for him who has an 
easy lot in life to maintain it. But society as a 
whole will be benefited, and mankind will progress 
at greater strides than ever before.” 

We must not linger, great as is the temptation to 
do so, with this very interesting volume, for our 
space is limited, and we must not neglect other 
good books that their publishers hav kindly sent 
us. In the third chapter Dr. Carus argues that the 
state is a product of natural growth. In this he dis- 
criminates between society and the state, but main- 
tains that the latter is “as little artificial (7. e., un- 
natural) in comparison with the so-called natural 
condition of savage life as the upright gait of man 
can be said to be artificial as contrasted with the 
walk of quadrupeds.” Disagreeing with Rousseau 
and Kant, Dr. Carus holds that the rights of states 
are not merely negativ, exercised only for the protec- 
tion of the liberties of their members, but are positiv 
also. If they were only negativ they could not, as 
he endeavors to show, collect taxes or pass laws en- 
forcing military and juror’s service. He concludes 


*The Nature of the State. By Paul Carus. Chicago: 
The Open Court Publishing Co, Paper, 54 pp. Price, 
15 cents. S 


that “the stateis actually a super-individual power, 
and has to be such in order to exist at all.” But it 
it is human, not divine, in its origin and sanc- 
tions. 

In the sueceeding chapter the modern state is 
examined. Here itis held that no majority vote 
can make a wrong law right; not even the consen- 
sus of all can do this, for there is a difference be- 
tween the will of all and the common will, and the 
authority of the state “is founded upon the latter, 
not the former." The nextchapter is devoted to the 
demonstration of the thesis that the modern stateis 
based upon revolution, and the concluding chapter 
maintains thai, notwithstanding the revolutionary 
origin of the modern state, there can be committed 
against it such an offense as treason, and that this 
treason is “one of the gravest crimes.” It is ad- 
mitted, however, that “it is very difficult to draw 
any well-defined line between treason and reform, 
especially when it is remembered that every reform 
appears necessarily as treason, to & conservativ 
mind. 


In “ Double Consciousness ”* we hav a record of 
experimental psychological studies by Alfred Binet, 
a well known French student of the science of men- 
tality. During recent years, a great scientific move- 
ment has developed in France for the experimental 
investigation of psychological manifestations. In 
the high echools and universities the professors con- 
tinue “ to teach an antiquated science, whose only 
method ‘is that of introspection,” but in the philo- 
sophical reviews and in the journals which are 
«strictly medical” the investigation of mental 
phenomena is carried on along the lines and ac- 
cording to the methods of natural science. The 
forerunner of this inquiry was M. Taine, who in 
1869 wrote an important treatis on “The Under- 
standing.” Then came M. Ribot, who is the “ real 
inaugurator of the psychological movement proper.” 
M. Ribot started the Revue Philosophique, through 
which he made known the investigations of hiraself 
and his fellow scientists of France and the investi- 
gations of the psychologists of Germany and Eng- 
land. He also instituted a chair of psychology at the 
Sorbonne and later at the College deFrance. Finally, 
in conjunction with M. Charcot, he founded the So- 
ciety of Physiological Psychology, which has more 
than fifty activ members. This society has brought to- 
gether the physiologist, the psychologist, the physi- 
cian, themathematician, the alienist, and the linguist, 
and working in the same direction they hav been 
enabled to do a great deal in developing the new 
science. M. Ribot has published four very timely 
works on the Diseases of Memory, of Will, of Per- 
sonality, and on the Psychology of Attention. M. 
Binet says that he has always endeavored to stand 
“upon the groundwork of facts, entertaining a hor- 
ror of metaphysics that is perhaps exaggerated.” 
It is also said of him that “he has little love for 
great systems, and rightly givs precedence to little 
facts accurately observed and minutely described.” 
Concerning the relations of the “ physical and the 
spiritual,” he regards the matter as a simple concord- 
ance, without going into the problem; he has fre- 
quently compared the state of consciousness to a 
state superadded, which in no shape modifies physio- 
logical processes, and which acts like a shadow op- 
posita body. He affirms, in different places, that an 
unconscious phenomenon is nothing else than a 
purely physiological phenomenon. M. Binet be- 
lieves that we “know absolutely nothing regarding 
the nature of unconscious phenomena,” and he sug- 
gests that despite M. Ribot’s repugnance to meta- 
physies, it may be thought that a “slightly meta- 
physical character attaches to the ideas just 
noticed,” and which we hav outlined above. ‘Lhe 
little book we are noticing is devoted to the inves- 
tigation of the phenomena of unconscious cerebra- 
tion in their “relation to double consciousness.” 
The subjects treated are included under the heads 
of “Proof of Double Consciousness in Hysterical 
Individuals,” “The Relations Between the Two 
Consciousnesses of Hysterical Individuals,” “The 
Hysterical Eye," * Mechanism or Subconciousness ?” 
“The Graphic Method and the Doubling of Con- 
sciousness,” “The Intensity of Subconscious 
States,” “The Réle of Suggestion in Phenomena 
of Double Consciousness,” and “ Double Conscious- 
ness in Health.” 

As in the case of all other mysteries, the domain 
of the unknown in psychology is the domain of the 
miraculous, the supernatural. As we explain we 
cease to fear and to worship. Instead of burning 
« witches ” and the “possessed,” as the Christian 
doctors of minds diseased were wont to do in the 
good old days of faith and nescience, the students 


—— 
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of these times are delighted to reduce the causes of 
unhappiness by discovering and explaining the 
sources of all this *bedevilment." This is the 
method of science. It is a pleasure to review, ever 
so briefly and imperfectly, such works as the 
* Double Consciousness " of Alfred Binet. If only 
the people in general could be induced to read 
them the reign of superstition could not long en- 
dure, but, alas! we cannot hope that they will ` 
Only a few will read and understand, but that is & 
great gain, and it givs us hope for the future of 
our race. 
————————— ü —————— 


Science Notes. 


It is notorious that man as an individual left to 
himself is an exceedingly helpless being. He must 
be assisted by others in order to become anything 
more than a very low down beast. And he presses 
into his service also many animals of other species 
than himself. ‘!'o most of these, as the horse, ox, 
sheep, ete., he is obliged to render a return service 
in shelter and food. Animals associated together 
and thus helping each other are called mutualists. 
There are parasites, it is true, that rob their hosts 
as much as they can, and never giv any benefit in 
return; but almost all animals are mutualists. Dr. 
James Weir has lately rescued the reputation of 
some so-called parasites and proved them mutual- 
ists. Thus the lice that infest fowls are found to 
be only scavengers scraping up the waste scarf-skin 
of the fowl and leaving it in a more healthy con- 
dition. They never bite or suck the blood of the 
host as parasites do. Many fishes are served by 
mutualists. The doctor experimented with gilt 
cat fish. This fish has mutualists called gyropeltes, 
whose friendly office is to devour the mucus that 
exudes from its body and remains on the skin clog- 
ging up the pores. The doctor put two of these 
fish in a tank where there were no gyropeltes, and 
in two days they were covered with a dense mucus, 
lost their fine complexions, and became decidedly 
low spirited. He then put them in a tank contain- 
ing hordes of their little friends, and they were 
covered by them in a few moments, and in two days 
were beautifully polished off and restored to their 
usual good health and spirits. 

There is a newly discovered worm called the 
Filaria Nocturna, that gets into the blood of men 
(and probably other animals) in India. The em- 
bryos of this worm are in the water, and when it is 
drank are taken into his stomach. From the 
stomach they bore their way into the lymphatic 
vessels, where they become sexually mature and 
reproduce & prodigious number of minute embryos 
inclosed in a delicate shell. These pass from the 
lymphatics into the blood, and during the day are 
quiet and not easily detected, but are activ at night. 
Now the mosquito, also a nocturnal animal, comes 
along, and sucking the blocd of her victim, trans- 
fers some of these embryos to her own stomach, 
where they grow. When the musquito retires to 
water where she lays her eggs and dies, these em- 
bryos are scattered in the water, where they swim 
about and never develop any further, unless some 
drinker of the water swallows them, and so givs 
them a chance to produce a new generation. Provi- 
dence has thus very ingeniously arranged this 
partnership between men and mosquitos for the 
benefit of the Filaria Nocturna. They are some- 
times injurious to men, but not unless they are in 
great numbers. 


The term annelid is used to designate that class 
of animals that, like the earthworm, consist of a 
series of rings or segments placed one behind the 
other and attached together in a long row. Each 
segment is provided with a nervous ganglion on the 
ventral side of the animal, and nerve fibers running 
from it to the sides terminating in hairs, which 
are organs of touch, and sometimes in limbs. The 
leech is an animal belonging to this class. It, like 
other annelids, has at the head end an extra bunch 
of nervous ganglions that hav not improperly been 
styled its brains. Professor C. O. Whitman of the 
University of Chicago has exhaustivly studied the 
nervous system of the clepsine, one of the leech 
family, and has shown that this bunch of ganglions 
arises from the bunching of the ganglions of five 
common segments into one segment. Every ele- 
ment of these ganglions with the proper number of 
nerve fibers is there in this primitiv brain. This is 
interesting to the human race, since there is every 
indication that man (as Well as other vertebrates) is 
a lineal descendant of the annelids. Each vertebra 
in our backbone, with its corresponding ganglion 
and paired nerves, represents an ancient segment in 
the worm-like ancestor. This discovery shows how 
the brain was started in one family at least. 

Jas. B. ALEXANDER. 
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News and Notes. 


Accidents will happen, and the Secular Pilgrim 
cannot escape the troubles of this life any more than 


the saints, who are expected, of course, to suffer, 


for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth. I left 
Chicago Friday evening, November 31st, and ex- 
pected to be in Blair the next day before noon; but 
I was obliged to pursue a round-about journey be- 
fore I got there. At Trempealeau, Wis., one freight 
train had dashed into another, and the main track 
was blocked, and would be for several hours, so I 
was dead sure of missing my connection at Marsh- 
land; and if'I did there was no railroad communica- 
tion with Bleir until Monday morning, in which 
case my three lecture engagements for Saturday 
and Sunday would remain unfulfilled. I thought 
certainly I was in a box, and must resign myself to 
an uncomfortable three days’ sojourn in a strange 


country, with nothing to do, and out of pocket. 
However, by due inquiries of the conductor and 
various fellow-passengers, I found that I could take 
a local train to Galesville, seven miles off, and then 
drive across the country a distance of twenty miles. 
I proceeded to carry out the program. I arrived in 
Galesville about 10 a.m., had breakfast, and then the 
team was ready for Blair. Off we started, over hill 
and through dale, behind a couple of splendid Mon- 
tana bronchos. I must confess I like the broncho. 
He is a lively animal. He keeps going. He does 
not seem to hav the slightest idea of walking. He 
is a kind of electric battery incapable of fatigue. 
We went over that twenty miles in two hours, and 
I arrived in Blair only an hour behind time after all. 
I enjoyed the drive. It was a misty morning. The 
dull gray and gold of December's scenery was all 
about. The hilltops were covered with snow and 
ice, and we had to wallow around some of the heavy 
drifts; but on the whole the roads were good, and 
the cool air was exhilarating; and there was some- 
thing unique and weird in the darkling pictures that 
opened and shut in the cloudy chambers of the 
morning that reminded one of the vague and lum- 
inous poetry of Ossian when he sings of the melan- 
choly heroes in the dim solitudes. So although I 
didn’t thank God for changing the course of my 
journey, I made the best of it, and derived all the 
romance I could from the swift and circling progress 
through a hitherto unexplored country. When I 
drove up to Mayer’s hotel at Blair I was in a right 
good condition for dinner, and found a cordial wel- 
come from many friends in this new field. 

I certainly should hav missed it greatly if I had 
not made Blair. It was a treat indeed to giv lec- 
tures in so appreciativ a community. The first 
night, Saturday, was pitch dark; the fog still ac- 
cumulating, but the town hall was nearly full. 
Liberal friends came from Whitehall, seven miles 
away; from Taylor, the same distance, and from 
other places; and in every respect it was a grand 
rally of our forces. The lectures on Sunday after- 
noon and evening were equally successful. The 
largest audience of all was present on Sunday even- 
ing. These were the first Freethought lectures 
here, and certainly the result is most favorable. 

The mists rolled off, and Sunday was a lovely 
day, a perfect winter day. There was no cloud in the 
sky. The brilliant hues of autumn had vanished, 
but the soft. colors presented to the eye had a most 
charming effect, contrasting with the sparkling glory 
of the clear atmosphere over which the sun was 
gorgeously marching. The river was frozen over, 
and hundreds of happy people were skating although 
it was Sunday. Dr. Bodon and myself climbed the 
big bluff, on whose top is the residence of Ole 
Granberg, who is in the front rank of our Liberal 
workers. It was like tugging up Zion’s hill to 
reach his delightful home; but we were amply re- 
paid for the toil. The valley of the Trempealeau 
stretched wide beneath the glittering azure. 
The bluffs and hills and cultivated lands mingled in 
beauty and charm. The woods shone with exquisit 
luster. Now and then a spot of vivid green check- 
ered the. landscape. The ice-bound river gleamed 
like a silver ribbon, and animated nature rejoiced in 
the diamond-like splendor of the earth and sky. 
Everything conspired to make an entrancing pic- 
ture. 

Ole Granberg has a fine library of Freethought 
and scientific books, and it was a pleasure to roam 
through these treasures of wisdom, poetry, and 
romance, for if anything makes the world beautiful 
it is the truth itself. 

Dr. Bodon treated me with the genuin hospitality 
of the Norseland. I had the bread and cake, fish 
and cheese of that far country ; and it seemed as if I 
were really in the “land of the midnight sun,” with 
its art, its music, its literature, and its good 
things of ancient renown. It whetted my appetite 
to visit that great and wonderful country where sea 
and land mingle in such magnificent array, and in 
the minds of whose people are the traditions and 


glory of an almost immeasurable past. Nearly 
three-fourths of the farmers about Blair are from 
Norway originally, and they make a steady and 
prosperous community. They, perhaps, hay more 
churches than any other nationality, for they seem 
to delight in splitting on subtle points of theology, 
but & vast Liberal element prevails; and I find 
among them some of our broadest and best thinkers 
and most vigorous workers. The spirit of its liter- 
ature is now almost thoroughly Freethought. There 
are about 600,000 of Norway’s people in our land 
to-day, and they will certainly break off the shackles 
of superstition and become a powerful element in 
American life. 

I hope to return to Blair some day. I hav also 
an invitation to break ground at Taylor, which sent 
a goodly delegation to these meetings. The Lib- 
erals of Whitehall also desire a continuation of the 
campaign, so I find this whole country in sympathy 
with progress and reform. I leave Blair to pursue 
my northward way with hope and encouragement. 

I hav come across & history of the first national 
Thanksgiving in the American Republic, and it is 
quite an entertaining affair, and shows what a farce 
the whole ecclesiastical procedure was. We shall 
find points in it for secular instruction. As will be 
seen by the record, the first Thanksgiving was the 
occasion of making the “Father of our country” 
profane. It really made Washington swear, per- 
haps for the first time. 

The idea of having such a national holiday orig- 
inated in the fertil brain of Alexander Hamilton 
Hamilton was then secretary of the treasury, and in 
August of .1789 he broached the subject at one of 
the meetings of President Washington’s cabinet. 

It was in September of 1789 that the matter was 
brought to the attention of Congress. Representa 
tiv Boudinot of New England moved, that in view 
of the blessings so abundantly bestowed on the 
country by the Almighty, a day of thanksgiving be 
set apart by the president. The resolution was 
supported by Representativ Sherman of Connecti- 
cut, but it aroused violent opposition. Many mem- 
bers of Congress denounced the proposition as effete 
and monarchial, and we hav the authority of Repre- 
sentativ Muhlenberg of Pennsylvania for the state- 
ment that some members grew so personal in their 
discussions of the matter that blows were exchanged 
on the streets of New York. It appears from the 
Hamilton letters—and the fact will certainly sur- 
prise the historians—that Jefferson and Hamilton 
immediately differed as to the desirability of. the 
holiday. Jefferson, as appears from his letters, was 
opposed to the idea because it seemed undemocra- 
tic. He was then, of course, fresh from his long 
residence in Freethinking France, and at the very 
culmination of his skeptical progression. Anything 
that savored of prayer and church observance in the 
government was opposed to his extreme views in 
the matter of separation of church and state. He 
expressed these views of his with moderation and 
good sense in a concise letter, for he had as yet 
hardly assumed the reins of office. . 

However, the resolution went through Congress, 
&nd Washington duly appointed the last Thursday 
of November, 1789, as the first of one long line of 
national Thanksgivings. Immediately another acri- 
monious contest was begun. How was the day to 
be observed? It was proposed to hav a monster 
procession of dignitaries, headed by Washington 
himself, on horseback. Jefferson’s opposition to 
anything of the kind, as his letters show, effectivly 
prevented such spectacular perambulation. It was 
finally determined that the day was a domestic 
holiday and should be observed in the privacy cf 
the home after the good old New England manner. 
This much we know from John Adams, the vice- 
president, who came from Massachusetts, the mother 
of Thanksgivings. 

Now, it seems that Alexander Hamilton, eager to 
do anything calculated to put Thomas Jefferson to 
confusion, had been organizing all manner of festiv- 
ities and observances likely to make Thanksgiving & 
noisy holiday. Jefferson, on the contrary, had held 
somewhat aloof from the whole thing, for he took 
great pride in his superiority to all affairs of a relig 
ious nature, and he looked upon Thanksgiving as 
a religious contrivance entirely. The friends of 
Jefferson did what they decently could to ignore 
Thanksgiving altogether, as John Adams's letters 
show very emphatically. Hamilton's partisans, on 
the contrary, did all in their power to make the day 
a success, and when the state of affairs was made 
known in Boston and Philadelphia, the battle was 
heartily entered into. Washington had the morti- 
fication of seeing that his day of Thanksgiving for 
the blessings of Almighty God had become a source 
of no end of contention. 

However, the day dawned bright and even warm 
for New York. The bells of Trinity were rung for 
an hour and there was a parade of one regiment re- 


viewed by Hamilton from Faunce’s tavern. Then 
the cheering part of the day began by indulgence 
in various forms of stimulating percolations and 
every one no doubt was very thankful. Washing- 
ton went to church in the morning and at high 
noon began to receive his visitors. It was well on 
in the afternoon that Hamilton’s little dinner began. 
It was rather a famous little dinner in its day and 
generation, although it is never talked of nowadays. 
It was eaten at Faunce’s and was the first official 
Thanksgiving banquet in our history. Hamilton 
was to respond to a toast and then go off to the 
president’s mansion, but it seems the secretary of 
the treasury was behind time, and there occurred 
at the dinner table what would now be called a dis- 
agreement among gentlemen. We hav much and 
detailed information about it in the Hamilton let- 
ters. In the first place Lieutenant St. Clair, a 
nephew of famed Arthur St. Clair, took occasion to 
say upon his honor as a gentleman that he was 
sober. An unhistoric personage of whom we know 
no more than that his name was Tisdal and that he 
was an alderman and notary, impeached the veracity 
of Lieutenant St. Clair’s assertion and defied him 
to prove it. The lieutenant thereupon threw a bot- 
tle at nobody in particular and missed his aim. In 
an instant, as they say in novels, all was confusion, 
and then like a god out of a machine in walked 
Alexander Hamilton. The scene that met his gaze, 
according to John Adams’s account of it, was 
shameful.  Viands and glassware and gentlemen 
were all massed together. However, they were 
separated and Hamilton, dreading the effect of the 
scandal if the episode became public property, did 
his best to patch matters up. The skeptical alder- 
man appears to hav had his doubts upon the sub- 
ject of Lieutenant St. Clair’s sobriety set at rest, 
but unfortunately there could be no doubt that the 
lieutenant’s nose was broken in the course of debate, 
for the Hamilton letters distinctly say so, but we 
hav the same authority for maintaining that it was 
agreed that a gentleman is at times justified in in- 
sisting that he is sober. 

The next thing that happened, according to the 
letters, was & dispute about the turkey. Where 
was the turkey? It had not been brought upon 
the table. There were loud shouts for turkey, but 
none was forthcoming. A proposition to dispense 


with that fowl was hooted down, and Alexander 


Hamilton swore—the Hamilton letters say he swore 


—that no citizen of the United States of America 


should abstain from turkey on Thanksgiving day. 
Well, they got a turkey somehow, and ate\it. Then 
they drank and cheered and sang songs, and sang 
songs and cheered and drank. They knew how to 
observe Thanksgiving in those days. 

This little matter attended to, Hamilton made a 
speech and hied him to the presidential abode. 
Here and there had been dignified observance of 
the day, but it seems that some inkling of the little 
row at Faunce’s had got abroad already, and Wash- 
ington put some questions to the secretary of the 
treasury about it. Both Knox and Randolph men- 
tion the exercised condition of the president, and 
Hamilton seems to hav been influenced somewhat by 
his recent excitement. However it was, Washington 
at any rate became vexed and indulged in some 
pointed remarks. Readers of the history of tke 
period remember the effectiv way in which Parton, 
Marshall, and Hillard hav touched up the anger of 
our first president. Washington’s displeasure 
always took the form of just resentment. He re- 
sented the whole Thanksgiving episode. John Jay 
givs the language of the father of his country on 
this occasion with some pretensions to exactness. 
Washington was incensed that a young soldier 
should hav broken his nose in a tavern brawl, 
while professing to be giving thanks for heaven’s 
best gifts. Our first president went so far as to 
say that it was disgraceful, * by God.” ‘By God, 
sir!” was the most blasphemous imprecation in the 
Washington vocabulary, and he used it twice to 
Hamilton. The first occasion was on this unhappy 
Thanksgiving. At the second Hamilton quitted his 
master. ` ; ; 

The churches are welcome to all the credit they 
can get out of this first Thanksgiving celebration 
by order of the president. It shows Jefferson in 
the light of a wise statesman and a sensible Free- 
thinker, and Hamilton as an imitator of the ancient 
monarchies. It is a bit of history worth preserving. 

Sawuzr P. Pornam. 


————————9———————————— 


* I will dash them one against the other, even the 
sons and fathers together; I will not pity, nor 
spare, nor hav mercy." 

* And his mercy endureth forever." 

When will Christians see the absurdity of these 
contradictions?—John Peck, in Truth Seeker An- 
nual for 1895. 
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An Observation. 

A rhetorical denunciation of unbelief, the author- 
ship of which was attributed to James Russell 
Lowell, has been printed in most of the religious 
papers during the past few years and has probably 
by this time found its way to the heathen. It bore 
internal evidence of imposture, but that made no 
difference. It was slush, and Lowell was not given 
to writing slush, but it answered the purposes of 
piety. It was analyzed, picked to pieces, and dis- 
posed of as worthless refuse, but the Gabriel of the 
resurrection of fraud blew his trumpet and it arose. 
"Mr. Lowell, who died in 1891, repudiated it over 
his own signature, but within the past six months 
it has reappeared. Who has not been dazzled by 
this gem ?— 

Some gentlemen tell us very complacently that the 
hav no need of religion; they can get along well enoug 
without it Let me tell you, my friends, the worst kind 
of religion is no religion as all. And these men who liv 
in ease and luxury, indulging themselvs in the amuse- 
ment of going without religion, may be thankful they liv 
in lands where the gospel they hav neglected has tamed 
the beastliness and ferocity of the men who, but for 
Christianity, might long ago hav eaten their bodies like 
the South Sea Islanders, or cut off their heads like the 
monatore of the French Revolution.—James Russell 


Or blinded by the following ?— 


When the microscopic search of skepticism, which has 
hunted the heavens and sounded the seas to disprove the 
existence of a creator, has turned its attention to human 
society, and has found a place on this planet ten miles 
square where a decent man can liv in decency, comfort, 
and security, supporting and educating his children un- 
spoiled and unpolluted; a place where age is reverenced, 
infancy respected, womanhood honored, and human life 
held in due regard —when the skeptic can find such a place 
on this globe where the gospel of Christ has not gone and 
cleared the way, and laid the foundations and made 
decency and security possible, it will then be in order 
for the skeptical literati to move thither, and there ven- 
tilate their views. But so long as these men are depend- 
ent upon the religion which they discard for every privi- 
lege they enjoy, they may well hesitate a little before 
they seek to rob the Christian of his hope and humanity 
of its faith in that savior who alone has given to man that 
hope of eternal life which makes life tolerable and society 
possible, and robs death of its terrors and the grave of its 
gloom.—James Russell Lowell. 

‘Would the man who grieved to find ** Truth for- 
ever on the scaffold” be likely to crucify facts in 
that manner? Hardly. Would a person pious 
enough to lie for God's sake say this ?— 

Slowly the Bible of the race is writ, 
And not on paper leaves nor leaves of stone. 
The quotation is from *' Bibliolatres.” 

It is doubtful if Lowell was a Christian at all. 
There is nothing in his works to indicate that he 
was. In his poem, “The Search,” he relates how 
he sought Christ, and having come to & church he 
Says: 

I found his tomb, indeed, where, by their laws, 
All must on stated days themselvs imprison, 
Mocking with bread a dead creed’s grinning jaws, 

. Witless how long the life had thence arisen. 

Here the church is made the tomb of Christ's 
dead body—his spirit, that is, his teachings, having 
gone outside. There is here also a crack at the 
Sunday laws by which professed Christians **them- 
selvs imprison” in churches on their Sabbath; also 
at the communion business. Instead of partaking 
of the body and blood of Christ, the church people, 
as Lowell thinks, feed the grinning jaws of a dead 
creed, and his thought is well expressed, though 
in harsher terms than Ingersoll, for example, would 
hav employed under the circumstances. Not to 
leave the reader in doubt as to how Lowell’s search 
for Christ ended, I will say that he found him in a 
“hovel rude” feeding a hungry child and protecting 
a slave he had set free. He was notat that moment 
robbing the grave of its terrors, or death of its 
gloom; he was just trying to make life endurable. 
If I were to guess at Lowell’s estimate of Christ, I 
should say that he regarded the Galilean as a re- 
former whose mission was not to deterrorize death 
or to ungloom the grave, but to help the unfortu- 
nate, free the enslaved, humble the proud, call the 
righteous to repentance, and put the gad to hypo- 
crits. 

I find nothing about Christianity in Lowell's 

_works, and he mentions the church only to score it. 
The fact seems to be that he took no stock in the 
gospel of Christ as now promulgated. His poem 
entitled “A Parable” tells of a visit which Christ 
makes to earth in our days. He finds the church 
built upon the groaning multitude, whose heavings 
and sighings rend its walls. And he says to the 
chief priests : 


Hav ye founded your thrones and altars, then, 
On the bodies and souls of living men? 

And think ye that building shall endure 

Which shelters the noble and crushes the poor? 


I hav heard the dropping of their tears 
In heaven these eighteen hundred years, 


The chief priests try to apologize, and call Christ's 
attention to the images of himself which they hav 
reared, and to illustrate their zeal they tell him: 

Our task is hard—with sword and flame 
To hold thy earth forever the same, 
And with sharp crooks of steel to keep 
Still, as thou leftest them, thy aheep. 

But Christ does not approve of that method. He 

goes away and finds a laborer—. 
A low-browed, stunted, haggard man, 
And a motherless girl whose fingers thin 
Pushed from her faintly want and sin. 
And having set these two in the midst of the Chris- 
tians who had sent the gospel into heathen lands, 
and the said Christians having drawn their skirts 


away to avoid defilement— 


‘Lo, here," said he, 
‘‘ The images ye hav made of me.” 


That does not really look as though Lowell | 


thought the gospel necessarily promoted “decency 
and security,” or as though womanhood was espe- 
cially honored on every ten square miles of Chris- 
tian territory. On the other hand, the conclusion 
is that he holds Christianity responsible for the 
man being low-browed, stunted, and haggard, and 
for the condition of the girl who but faintly pushed 
away want and sin. It cannot be gathered from 
the lines quoted that no religion at all, in the esti- 
mation of Mr. Lowell, could be worse than such a 
religion. Mr. Lowell had a God who always agreed 
with him, and also a Christ whose opinions and 
conduct were invariably such as Mr. Lowell could 
indorse. He had likewise a heaven, to which he 
gave Wm. Lloyd Garrison and the heretical Dr. 
Ellery Channing a handsome send-off. “He had a 
hell, too, but it was the hell that the rich Christians 
make for the poor ones on this planet. But Low- 
ell’s deities were just; they judged men on their 
merits. His heaven was evidently & mental state 
and was to be won, in abolition days, chiefly by 
fighting slavery. If there was no cunscious exist- 
ence after death, on which subject the poet did not 
dogmatize, still— 
No power can ever die that wrought for Truth; 
Thereby 8 law of nature it became, 
And livs unwithered in its sinewy youth, 
When he who called it forth is but a name. 

In Lowell’s humorous writings ministers are de- 
scribed as of the earth earthy, and joining the 
church is recommended, in one instance which I 
recall, as a matter of business. Here the commer- 
cial value of piety is set forth, and it is argued that 
nobody who has not experienced a change of heart 
can make one nigger raise ten bales of cotton. But 
if you read anything whatever that Lowell is known 
to hav written, and then turn to the rancid stuff 
attributed to him, you can almost detect the impos- 
ture by the taste the words leave in your mouth. 
He may hav been a Christian, despite the lack of 
evidence to that effect. It never occurred to me to 
invest any man with the title of Freethinker unless 
he claimed and defended it; but it is only fair to 
Lowell to say that he was no ranting blatherskite, 
as he would deserve to be called if the denunciation 
of the “skeptical Ziterati"—a& denunciation that 
would fall upon his friends and contemporaries 


Channing, Emerson, Holmes, Thoreau, Parker, and’ 


Whittier—had been his. 

It is tardy justice for the Christian Advocate of 
November 15th to reprint the matter under the 
acknowledgment that Lowell is not its author, but 
these facts are welcome nevertheless: Professor 
Wilkinson, of the University of Chicago, wrote to 
Prof. C. E. Norton, the lifelong friend of Lowell 
and editor of his published letters, saying that he 
wanted to use the passage and asking Mr. Norton 
to authenticate it if he could. Why a college pro- 
fessor should take any trouble to secure such a 
screed when the Rev. John Jasper's Sun-Do-Move 
sermon was available, is one of the mysteries of 
godliness. Norton replied that he was sure it 
could not be Lowell's utterance. The next witness 
is Mr. John T. Perry, of Exeter, N. H., a journalist, 
who says that he warned the Rev. Smith Byington, 
the Congregational minister of Exeter, who had 
quoted the words as Lowell’s, that they were spu- 
rious. Thereupon the Rev. Mr. Byington wrote 
directly to Lowell, and to his apparent disappoint- 
ment received in reply a note saying that the pas- 
sage was not his (Lowell’s) and that he was not in 
the habit of employing that style when discussing 
religious questions. 

There is valuable instruction in this incident, if 
no truth. Here we find, in the hindquarter, as might 
be said, of the nineteenth century, a pious fraud 
flourishing within three years of the death of its 
purported author, after his literary executor had 
branded it as such, and even after a letter in which 
he had declared over his own signature that he did 


not write it was in the hands of a distinguished | 
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clergyman. The Rev. Mr. Byington, who received - 
Lowell’s denial, did not make it public, but Norton 
the journalist saw it, and so set about clearing the 
poet’s reputation. The indications are that the 
preacher designed to suppress the facts. 

If in these days of newspapers and diffused intel- 
ligence a humbug of such dimensions can pass as 
genuin for years, what a gorgeous freedom the 
fathers of the church enjoyed to invent every pos- 
ible imposture and attribute it to Christ and the 
apostles! The editor of the Advocate admits: 
«The tendency to exaggerate in religious writing 
and conversation is so ‘marked that....we are 
compelled by lengthening experience to declare 
that the presumption is that exaggeration exists in 
every case of unusual positivness in unauthenticated 
quotation.” Applying that rule, which isa good 
one, to the gospels, there is no more if not less ex- 
cuse for accepting them as authentic than for be- 
lieving James Russell Lowell wrote the passage we 
now know to be fraudulent. Gro. E. MaopoNarp. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
aad Finda: Everybody invited. Secretary, William 

atkins. 


Mrs. M. A. Freeman will make a trip east about the 
first of January, snd would like to secure engagements 
for lectures in Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania, New York, 
and Massachusetts. Those desiring her services will 
please write her at once 1087 West Madison street, 
Chicago, Ill. 


Tuar Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in Knabe Hall, 26 W. Fourth st., Oincinnati. Program 
for December: 

December 16th—‘‘Adam and Eve.” Allen O. Myers. 

December 23d—‘‘A Popular Exposition of Geology.” 
Samuel A. Miller. 

December 30th —** Why I am not a Ohristian." Rabbi 
Isaac M. Wise. 


Tun Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon st 8 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for December: 

December 16th—-‘‘Some Flaws in Ohrist's Credentials.” 
J. E. Remsburg. 

December 23d—‘‘ Christmas Sermon." Henry Rowley. 

December 30th—‘*The Christian Religion.” Raymond 
8. Perrin. 


Tau Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace: streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


December 16th (2.30)—'' God and the State.” Charles 
W. Mowbray. , 
7.80—'*Our Ohrist." Rabbi J. Leonard Levy. 
December 23d (2.80)—J. O. Frost will reply to Charles 
W. Mowbray’s lecture on ‘‘ God and the State.” 
7.90.—**Our Christ." Kabbi J. Leonard Levy. 


Tag Women’s Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free. All welcome. Program for December: 
December 18th—‘* Browning’s Statue and Bust." George 

rown. 
December 25th—No meeting Christmas night or New 
Year’s night. 


Tax Manhattan Liberal Olub meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for December: 

December 14th—‘‘Some Facts About the Bible." John 
E. Remsburg. 

December 2ist—‘‘ Increased Production the Only Hope 
for Mankind.” Starr Hoyt Nichols. 

December 28th—T wenty-fifth anniversary of the Liberal 
Club. All friends are invited to come and celebrate 
with us in a special program. 


B. P. Purnam’s lecture appointments: 

Fargo, N. Dak., Dec. 18-20. 
St. Charles, Minn., Dec. 22, 23. 
San Marcial, N. M.. Dec. 29 to Jan. 2. 

Mr. Putnam will lecture during the month of January 
at Prescott, Arizona. It is hoped that friends in the 
vicinity and throughout Arizona will make arrangements 
for lectures at this timb, and push the Freethought work. 
Mr. Putnam will also arrange to lecture in New Mex- 
ico, Colorado, and Kansas on his return from Arizona. 
Those wishing lectures in any of these states will commu- 
nicate with S. P. Putnam, 234 South Water street, Ohi- 


cago. 


The child is theraw material. It is in our power, 
and it is our duty, to mold, fashion, develop, prune, 
as it were, into as good a growth as the world at 
large has a right to expect and a community to de- 
mand. With all due allowance for inherited tend- 
encies, the work of training the child is in the 
hands of the teachers. We hav no more 
right to put a child in mental bondage than we hav 
to enchain kis limbs or to obstruct his free respi- 
ration. By mental bondage I mean the bars and 
bolts that are used to shut out the light and radi- 
ance of scientific fact and investigation, the dun- 
geons of ignorance and cells of dogmatic authority. 
—Susan H. Wixon, in Truth Seeker Annual for 
1895. 
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betters of Friends. 


Goes at It in Earne't. 
New Ross, IND., Nov. 25, 1894. 
Mr. EpiTOoR: Inelosed find names and 
addresses, to which please send twenty- 
four copies of Paine's '*Age of Reason.” 
Yours truly, Pamir BRUCE. 


He Must Hav It. 
OAKLAND, NEB., Nov. 25, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: I cannot afford to be with- 
out Tug TRUTH SEEKER in spite of hard 
times, 80 inclosed find $3 to extend my 
subscription for another year. 
ELLING STRAND. 


Putnam Ahead of Moses, Et Al. 
APPoNAUG, B. I., Nov. 25, 1894 
Mr. Eprror: I hav got the ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought,” which I am 
reading now the second time, and the 
more I read the more I get interested 
in the work. It is the greatest book on 
record, superior to all, the Bible included, 
which is saying a good deal. 
Yonrs as ever, Joun R. Swrrt, 


Throws up His Hit for “ Onr Artist.” 
Stony CREEK, Mion., Nov. 25. 1894. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed find $5.20, which 
please credit a8 follows: Extend my sub. 
scription to Tax TRUTH SEEKER, and send 
me '' The Better World," ** Religion and 
the Bible,” and the **Age of Reason.” I 
should much like to send for the eight 
copies of the ‘‘Age of Reason,” but my 
financial condition forbids. i 
Watson's pictures are grand, and I can 
shout, ‘‘ Long liv Watson!” 
P. H. Harris. 


Wants an Unadniterated Constitution. 
Gens Faris, N. Y., Nov. 18, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed fifty 
cents for the ‘‘ Age of Reason," and Inger- 
soll’s ** Holy Bible.” 

I cannot believe in their personal Gods, 
but am a believer in Spiritualism. I hav 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER read in the Psychical 
Hall very often. We are for Freethought 
and liberty, and we are gaining slowly. 
Now and then one dares to show himself 
on the side of liberty. No God in the 
Constitution for me. I hope you will suc- 
ceed in your grand, good, and truthful 
work, Gao. H. Woon. 

How Moody Feeds God’s Lambs. 
ORILLIA, ONT., Nov. 27, 1894. 

Mr. Epitor: Winter has come on here 
in Canada, and the snow is now covering 
the ground, and in Toronto the poor some- 
times hav to starve, but, thank God, Moody 
spent two weeka in the great Massy Hall 
and warmed up their sonls in & most God- 
libe manner, and when leaving the other 
day he took $1,800, as a result of the big 
fish stories and stale jokes. If this amount 
had been spent for bread and divided 
amongst the needy of this most godly city, 
it would hav purchased 700 barrels of flour 
or eight carloads or 49,000 loaves of bread, 
weighing four pounds each, food for one 
month for 1,088 families of five persons 
each, or 8,165 souls for one month. Won- 
derful is the blessing of godliness. 

T. W. MOFFATT. 


No, He is Another Lambert. 
Leon, Ia., Nov. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Epnrron: I read recently in some 
paper that one Rev. Mr. Lambert, a Cath- 
olic priest, had been converted to Prot- 
estantism, and wish to know if he is the 
Lambert who is the author of ‘‘ Notes on 
Ingersoll.” Please find inclosed $1, and 
send me eight copies of Paine's ‘‘ Age of 
Reason.” It is not my intention to giv 
these books away, but to lend them first 
to one and then another as missionary 
documents. As soon asIcan spare the 
money I will send yous few names and 
the money to pay for their subscription to 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER for three months, 
hoping that they will become regular sub- 
scribers. 
TRUTH SEEKER, and the cause of Free- 
thought, _ FRANK Cook. 


Make a Note of the Name and Address. 
 EskngipGE, Kan,, Nov. 25, 1894. 


Mr. Eprror: I see in a recent issue that 
you often havinquiries for some one to 
deliver a funeral address, and sometimes 


outraged bodies. 


Yours with admiration for Tay 


are unable to comply on account of the 
regular Liberal lecturers being too faraway 
from where the speaker is wanted. 

I hav always insisted that Freethinkers 
should conduct their own funerals. Some 
call an orthodox minister, simply as & 
matter of custom, but it is very inconsist- 
ent. I hav delivered Liberal lectures and 
funeral addresses, and will continue to de- 
liver funeral addresses as long as I liv, if 
desired. Should I hav to go & distance 
that would necessitate travel by rail, all I 
ask is expenses paid. If I can say some- 
thing to lessen grief and impart consola- 
tion, I am satified. C. V. WILLIAMS. 


Some Things That They Forget. 
VINELAND, N. J., Nov. 29, 1894. 
Mz. Eprron: The churches hav accepted 
the errors of priesteraft so long and be- 


come so ignorant that they think the way 


to worship their man-made God is toinjure 


themselvs by & day of extreme gluttony; 
yet, while thanking God for food that they 
raised themselvs, or bought by hard labor, 
they neglect to reprove him for sending 
Strikes, riots, business stagnation, drouth, 
failure of crops, great fires, burned 
bodies, ruined homes, broken hearts, 
blasted hopes, despair, and numerous dis- 
eases that kill thousands every year. 


They are indulging in gluttony to-day 


with a full force, and to-night and to mor- 
row the doctors will hav their hands full 
in alleviating the pain and distress of their 
These, errors will con- | 
tinue with the churches so long as they are 
ruled by the Bible and priestcraft. 


J. Hacker. 


Approves of the Idea of An Annual. 
SunaPZz, N. H., Nov. 25, 1894. 
Mr. EntrTroR: You will no doubt remom- 


ber that some months ago I made the 
inquiry as to the prospect for the publica- 
tion of an ANNUAL. 
then, but now I am glad to see by an 
announcement 
SEEKER that an ANNUAL will soon be forth- 
coming. 


You were discouraged 


in yesterday's TRUTH 


l regard such compilations with great 


favor, because they can be really the cream 
of the year’s progress, and are in better 
shape to use for proselytizing than any 
special number of a weekly publication. 
The calendar alone is worth the price 
charged, as being a ready authority in 
regard to great events and persons con- 
nected with the onward march of Liberal- 
ism. The present year, I take it, has been 
more than usually fruitful in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER office in valuable: material for 
illustration. 
two copies, and I will instantly remit on 
receipt of same. 


You may put me down for 


Yours truly, 
W. C, Sruroc. 


Ingersoll in Toledo. 


Woonvinzg, O., Nov. 27, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Last Wednesday, Novem- 


ber 21st, I first set eyes on Colonel ‘‘ Bob." 
I attended his lecture on Voltaire, st 
Toledo, O., and was charmed by his per- 
suasiv eloquence. 
large, standing being at a premium, but 
what was most gratifying was the hun- 
dreds of female heads to be seen in the 
audience, and the enthusiasm with which 
they applauded the brave Colonel. I 
jadge that about one-third of the audience 
were women. 


The attendancs was 


As usual, it set the Lord’s anointed to 


blowing like a school of porpoises, and it 
is probable that more pious lies hav been 
told in Toledo during the last week than 
hav been told since they got through with 
Ingersoll last year. 


Mr. J. E. Remsburg has written me 
twice to try and arrange for a lecture at 
Woodville, which I would gladly do if it 
were possible, but Lutheran bigotry is so 
dominant here that a hall cannot be se- 
cured for an ‘‘ Infidel " lecture. 

When starting to Toledo on the 21st, I 
told & prominent merchant of Woodville 
that I was going to hear Robert Ingersoll 
lecture, and he said he had never heard of 
him, so you see how far the people hav ad- 


| vanced in twenty years. 


GEORGE H, TURNER. 


Where They Hav Live Liberals. 


PORTLAND, OR., Nov 24, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: As I hav received several 
sample copies of Taz TRUTH SEEKER I wish 
to inform you that I always get the paper 


from our friend Jones, who keeps the only 
Liberal book store in this city, and who 
has done 8 great deal here for Secularism. 
Since the convention of the Oregon State 
Secular Union we hav again commenced 
holding our regular meetings, and the work 
is progressing finely. Our first few meet 
ings were small, but we are again attract- 
ing audiences of from two to three hundred 
people to our hall, which, by the way, 
though not large enough to seat more than 
three hundred and fifty people, is very 
good. We hav it decorated with mottoes 
from Paine; also with his picture and Mrs. 
Smith's in crayon presented to the church 
by Professor Bauer. Over the pictures 
we hav respectivly ** The Founder of Our 
Republic” and ‘‘The Founder of Our 
Church." Mrs. Smith resigned as lecturer 
of the church October 14th, as it was too 
hard for her to come down here from her 
home, eighteen miles from Portland, every 
Sunday; and although we all regret that 
we hav lost her we hav & splendid substi- 
tute in Nettie A. Olds, who has taken 
charge of the work here. Inclosed I send 
you one of her lectures clipped from the 
Portland Leader, which paper publishes 
them every week, as she delivers them. 
Our Sunday-school is growing very 
rapidly, and altogether we are very much 
encouraged inthe work. Yours for truth, 
Cas. HAGNER. 


That’s Right, Organize the Sunday 
Schools. 

Auwison, Mo., Nov. 24, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: Having received all the 
literature promptly I sent for, find in. 
elosed $1, for which please mail eight cop- 
ies of Paine's ‘‘ Age of Reason " to address 
inclosed. There are a number of Free- 
thinkers in this locality, but up to date we 
are unorganized, and hav not done so 
much for the cause of liberty of thought 
a8 we should, and in every discussion be- 
tween the Freethinker and Christiau the 
retort would be used: ‘‘If you are right, 
why are you in the minority?" Theanswer 
to us is obvious. Yet we believe time has 
come for something to be done for liberty, 
and we propose to organize a Secular Sun- 
day school as soon as possible, and scatter 
all the Freethought literature we can get 
the people to read. There are two churches 
here, and a revival meeting has been in 
progress at one of them for three weeks 
without a single conversion, I believe 
there has been one backslider ‘‘ reclaimed 
from the paths of sin.” Nightly the rep- 
resentatives of the fifteenth century pour 
out their supplications to their Joss for 
the ‘‘ salvation of souls," and for the ‘‘ re- 
moval, O Lord! of that Infidel who stands 
in the way of the salvation of his family." 
I don’t suppose they would waylay that 
man &nd murder him in cold blood, but I 
do believe they would like to see some 
other disciple of darkness do so, and then 
they could very readily see ‘‘ one of those 
mysterious outworkings of Providence,” 
etc. If you will send me a few sample 
copies of Taz TRUTH SgExkgR I will dis- 
tribute them where I think they will do 
good work. Hoping that liberty may soon 
be proclaimed to all the world, and wish- 

ing your paper success, I remain 
Yours truly. Lots JERSEY. 


Common Sense Exercise, 


Newark, N. J., Nov. 26, 1894. 

Mz. Epiror: Find inclosed $6.50 for 
‘Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
and paper ns per offer. I am highly 
pleased with the able manner in which you 
conduet the paper; it suits me. . 

My wife died last June, and I had Mr. 
H. Bird to speak instead of a sky-pilot. 
Much surprise was expressed at the de- 
parture from the customary manner of 
conducting the last rites for our departed 
loved ones. It served to start the brains 
and tongues of the neighbors. Some were 
quite shocked at the innovation; others 
spoke in praise of the plain common gense 
of Mr. Bird. One lady quite indorsed 
much that was said. Mr. Bird reminded 
those present that the deceased knew that 
death was near, but that she had not the 
slightest fear in meeting it; in fact, when 
told that she was going to die, her last 
words were, ‘‘I am so glad." She died 
about one hour after that. He also told 
them that death was but the process of all 
nature; ali things hav to pass through the 
same process of decay. As for the hope uf 


8 future life, he left that to those who 
wished to cherish that hope, not denying 
or affirming the possibility. Altogether, he 
made a pretty good impression on those 
present, Mr. Bird not only gave his time 
and service free of charge, but he sent a 
beautiful floral tribute. Mrs. Bird was 
also present. If Freethinkers had the 
courage to hav their own ceremonies over 
their departed, Christians would receive an 
object lesson, and would see what sort of 
people Freethinkers are; as it is, they think 
that we Freethinkers turn at the time of 
death, and that we take it all outin talk 
while we are in good health. Go ahead 
and unseat this Christian- Jewish monster, 
Yahveh or Jehovah. Yours for god kill- 
ing, - CHARLES EVERETTE, 


_A Fearless Lawyer Wanted. 
Nov. 24, 1894, 

Mr. Eprrog: Any man who is living 
in a village among orthodox people, and 
forced to liv. from his labor and support 
his family, is bound to suffer injustice 
from orthodox churches. 

I will describe to you the wrongs com- 
mitted against me by the Roman Catholic 
church. My wife died four years ago in 
—— Camp (about forty miles from this 
place), while on & visit and in her father's 
house. She went there to attend the mar- 
riage of her sister. She left me with three 
small children, the eldest being twelve 
years of age. í 

I was advised to leave the children with 
my father-in-law (he is a well-to-do farm- 
er), and I left this country and went to 
the Black Hills. From there I corre- - 
sponded with my children and sent: them 
money which I earned. I remained there — 
four years, when my eldest girl wrote me 
to come back, and she would keep house 
for me. So I secured my old situation 
here (with salary of $2 per day), and two 
months ago came back. Butin the mean 
time my eldest girl was seduced by Father 
in —— Camp, and all the rest of the 
fanatics think that he, as a priest, has just 
as much right to the children as I hav. 
The second girl was taken to a sisters’ 
school, and the fanatics are simply laugh- 
ing at me, Ispoke with one of my old 
friends, a lawyer, who is practicing in 
this state, but the fact is that churches 
hav such privileges, and lawyers liy- 
ing among orthodox people do not like 
to punish priests lest they make themselvs 
enemies. T 

Now, I ask you for some advice, and I 
will wait until I hear from you. Other- 
wise there is nothing left for me but to 
take the matter in my own hands, 

Will you or can you giv me some ad- 
vice, to save me trouble? Please let me 
know, and send charge for your trouble, I 
will pay it. Inclosed find subscription for 
one year. A FATHER. 


About Varions Things. 
Lexinerton, Ky., Nov. 25, 1894. 
Mz. Epiror: The Thumbscrew Associs- 
tion has lately arrived at the followinz 
conclusion : NEN 
The god Juggernaut, being a legitimate 
advance from some ancient dragon, was iu 


-| like manner followed by the Holy Jackal, 


the Sacred Crow, Jupiter, Jehovah—such 
like deities coming on, according to the 
principle of evolution, in due time to bless 
and civilize the world. 

Women are sometimes so unkind to 
their own sex that it has been hinted that 
Beelzebub, their favorit god, is included 
in this list. Truly, people do not know 
what they worship. Mammon is adored 
with & zealous spirit, his worshipers not 
being aware of the extent of their devotion; 
thumbscrews are a little lighter in this in- 
stance. Piety is so natural to the human 
heart that we excuse the heathen, but if 
you do not pray to Jehovah the churches 
will order & box of thumbscrews in a 
hurry. Evolution is getting to be fashion- 
able; so nextly: The unformed, nebulous 
state of the human mind, however, givs us 
a gloomy, misty idea of a sentimental 
journey, into a purer sphere or heaven 
called **progress," Evolution fitsin here, 
for we would be ashamed of supposing that 
we could reach heaven by a single bound, 

The next world is evidently the result of 
this, but how about a spiritual effect of the 
weary tide of present affairs? Fond 

| dreamer, examin this kind of progress; 
can you hide facts? Progress indeed! A 
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decaying corpse, a heap of carrion, the 
harvest, the heaven of the buzzard, the 
carrion crow, and this to nourish the low- 
est, the meanest of all animal life, You 
hav found 8 cord connecting the two 
worlds, not half as strong as the ‘‘ spider's 
most attenuated thread.” A spiritual rose, 
growing from a dead cabbage stalk—an 
effect without a cause. . And probably the 
universe cannot contain an instance of 
more complete deterioration of true men- 
tality than that existing here. 

Christians and others cannot locate their 
spirit world. Charles Lyell remarks that 
nature givs & bound now and then, but 
years hav been spent in bringing us to our 
present standing, without leaving this 
planet, and if we develop further it will be 
here, not as individuals but as a race. 
Nothing but divine pity in the human 
heart can save the world from returning 
to the fearful grossness of the gorilla or 
chimpanzee monkey, from horrible degra- 
dation and oblivion. Purity must become 
second nature. 

What is heaven? The heaven of the re- 
ligious miser is the moment when he cheats 
& poor widow out of five cents and it falls 
into his hand. Such men are not human 
beings. How often do we associate witha 
church bull-dog or tiger without being. 
aware of it! Tyranny is on the increase 
and the church does not hinder it. Thirty 
or one hundred tyrants rule our beloved 
country, and how few protest against it! 

Hav we an Alcibiades sunk in religious 
luxury? Will he not arise from his leth- 
argy and quicken the honest hearts of the 
people? The latest religious racket is to 
burst in on the silent starving poor; the 
bediamonded woman seizes her and sucks 
her breath to find outif she has been eating 
meat! She drives some poor girl to infamy 
sparkling with holy gems, then comes to 
tell her that she is ‘‘ fallen” and must be 
conveyed to a ''House of Mercy.” So 
dwelleth the love of Christ in his church. 

Respectfully, ALHAZA. 


The Sunday Octupus in California. 

Nationau Home, CAL., Nov. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Epor: As I well know that you 
feel interested in anything that may hap- 
pen to demonstrate that the sky-pilots are 
all the time hard at work sgainst our en- 
joyments of Sunday, I will tell you that 
they hav persuaded, the governor of the 
home to issue an order not to play cards 
on Bunday. The order was promulgated 
io-day. Mind you, there never was any 
complaint about the noise or playing for 
money, neither through the week nor on 
Sunday. The home has been established 
six years, and under the governorship of 
Colonel Treichet, although they used to 
say he was a religious man, there was no 
restriction about playing cards on Sun- 
days. The boys here, I mean the Infidels 
and & good many more, think that the 
G'od-in-the-Constitution scheme is nearing 
success. 

I hav here to mention the steps taken by 
the Board of School Directors of Alameda 
county in establishing a censorship over 
the literature circulated in the schools of 
Alameda county by the W. ©. T. U. This 
literature is about the evils of rum and to- 
bacco, in a pamphlet entitled '* The Streets 
of Hell" Another teaches that no man 
can be a Christian if he uses tobacco. But 
the School Directors did not see it exactly 
in that light, so at a meeting they adopted 
a motion that such literature could not be 
circulated in the public schools without 
previous examination by the superintend- 
ent. 

I had to laugh on reading s letter pub- 
lished in the San Francisco Call of the 23d 
inst., in which Rev. Father Ducey, of St. 
Leo's church, givs vent to his bad temper 
against Archbishop Corrigan for repri- 
manding him for taking part in the Lexow 
Committee's meetings without permission 
from him. I wil not say whether Mr. 
Corrigan is right or wrong in the matter, 
but it appears to me (of course I am an In, 
fidel, and ought not to know) that Mr, 
Ducey seems to forget that he is a priest, 
and as such has no right to do anything 
without Mr. Corrigan’s order; for on the 
day that he was made a priest did he not, 
of his own free will, and not in ignorance 
either, surrender the right to act or think 
for himself, and promise to act and think 
only through the mind of his superior, ap- 
pointed by the Holy See, and in case of 


disobedience to these orders he commits 
8 breach of disciplin against the church of 
the same order that a soldier or any officer 
would who disobeyed the orders of the 
commander in-chief in face of the enemy; 
and I do notthink that the Holy See would 
support him in doing that. And should the 
Holy See order him to be punished, it will 
be only justice. That is where the shoe 
pinches, for how does Mr. Ducey dare to 
dispute an order from his superior officer 
whom he sworeof his own free will to obey? 
Let Mr. Ducey remain the slave of his own 
act. I do not pity him, and only wish they 
would punish him as. he deserves and as 
they did punish them in the sixteenth cen- 
tury; it would teach him the foolishness 
of surrendering the liberty to act as he 
wishes. I can tell Mr. Ducey of a way to 
rid himself of interference by Mr. Corri- 
gan for ever, and itisthis: Let Mr. Ducey 
throw the frock from him, and tell Mr. 
Corrigan that he does not any more recog- 
nize him as the arbiter of his will, and 
it is done. But that is where the shoe 
pinches on the other side. Mr. Ducey will 
cease to be a slave to the church, & beggar, 
and a non-producer, but he will hav to 
work a little harder for his living as we In- 
fidels and profane hav to do, and he will be 
free to think and aetas he likes. As long 
as he does not interfere with anybody 
else’s liberty, he will hav the right of not 
being interfered with, and I do not believe 
he will hav.lost by the change. Truly 
yours, Go. BOURDAIS. 


Does Machinery Displace Labor ? 
Harian, IA., Nov. 25, 1894. - 

Mr. Eprrog: My ‘‘ Labor Pensioning ” 
scheme was compressed into a few brief 
sentences in my letter published in your 
paper of Sept. 29. Yet I think it was pre- 
sented distinctly with the fact assumed as 
an imperativ necessity for it and the spe- 
cific benefit to be derived from it. Yet 
Mr. Gunther, under the caption of ‘‘Some 
Calm Reflections,” has entirely misunder- 
stood it, with no better excuse for his 
misreading than a ‘‘sick rtomach.” His 
use of Mr. Hayes as a buffer and the 
compliment that by comparison he ren- 
ders to me does not at all diminish the 
effect of the unnecessary collision. Is it 
fair to say that ‘‘now comes Mr. J. K. P. 
Baker and givs us a recipe for making 
every person happy”? Ido not offer a 
recipe to cure even 8 “‘sick stomach ”— 
more’s the pity for those who would digest 
an argument in the same way they would 
digest a dinner; or who read articles they 
wish to ériticise from the ‘‘pit of the 
stomach.” I do not ‘‘start out with the 
claim that the cause of distress among the 
laboring classes is over-production” in 
any such meaning of the word as he give 
to it. On the contrary, my leading propo- 
sition is that very law of equilibrium be- 
tween demand and supply that makes 
over-production an impossibility, and 
“thus over-production inflicts more des- 
titution than famin.” Over-production is 
thus limited by the context to the ‘‘ca- 
pacity ” or potential over-production. I 
might say that there is over-production in 
relation to the market or commercial de- 
mand when there is no sale for a product, 
although if distributed freely there might 
be a deficiency. 

Or I might say very properly, and this 
is the evil to be remedied, that if one 
laborer produces enough for his own use 
and for the use of ten or a hundred others, 
this is over-production. This is the 
actual state of industry now; and it com- 
prehends the great wrong I seek to rem- 
edy. When one laborer produces enough 
for one hundred, the one hundred are out 
of employment, and that means destitu- 
tion and crime. To distribute the neces. 
sary labor so that each of the hundred 
shall get his share of it, is the object of 
my scheme. I do not doubt that stagna- 
tion results from any stimulation of the 
productiv forces just as soon as over- 
production becomes apparent. So the 
effect of protection at first is to stimulate 
production. by enabling the producer to 
obtain higher prices; but soon the market 
is stalled, prices decline in spite of protec- 
tion, laborers are unemployed, mills and 
factories close, and we hav ‘‘hard times.” 
But I will not discuss this question because 
the advantages or disadvantages of any 
particular tariff scheme are something out- 
side of my present purpose, and I hope to 


find both Mr. Gunther and Mr. Hays 
eoópersting with me to secure the adop- 
tion of my Labor Pensioning scheme, 
although they differ from each other about 
the tariff. My scheme is not such a whale 


88 to swallow the political Jonah, with all 


his schemes, 

Mr. Gunther makes no issue with me, 
but rather reiterates my own argument 
till he arrives at this statement: ‘‘Another 
mistake is that labor-saying machinery 
turns people ont of employment.” 

At the Jast session of Congress, on the 
motion of the Hon. McGanu of Illinois, 
the House passed a resolution directing 
the Commissioner of Labor to report as to 
the effect of machinery on labor, wages, 
etc. I am told that nearly a year must 
elapse before that report can be submitted 
to the House and given to the public. I 
do not know what epirit or purpose in- 
pired that resolution, only as one may 
judge from the language in which it is ex- 
pressed. I should not be surprised to find 
that it will create a greater excitement 
than did that little work of statistics 
known as ** Helpers’ Crisis ” of long ago. 

Labor-saving machinery means, by the 
very terms, a saving—a displacement of 
labor.. Now, all the steam engins of the 
world, excluding locomotivs, hav in power 
an energy greater than the entire popula- 
tion of the earth, if every soul were an 
able-bodied laborer. The engin power of 
the United States (steam engin, I mean) 
is equal to the energy of 50,000,000 able- 
bodied men (excluding locomotivs). Al- 
most all this vast power has been created 
withiu the last twenty-five years, and there 
is no limit, except the demand, to its in- 
definit expansion in the future. 

Let us look at Niagara. The flow of 
water at Buffalo is estimated at about 250, - 
000 cubic feét per second, and it has a fal 
of 165 feet. This immense force is equal to 
7,000,000 horse power, or the energy of 
147,000,000 able-bodied men—exerting the 
force of somany men working night and day 
and every second of time. The full utiliza- 
tion of this force is far in the future, but 
the present company hav a charter to use 
459,000 h^rse-power on the American side 
and the same amount on the Canadian side, 
making 900,000 horse-power as their limit. 
This would be equal to the energy of 
18,900,000 men. The present plant, how- 
ever, will use only 125,000 horse-power, 
and the turbines are now in place 
for only a small part of this. This 
great free power will be applied just as 
fast as there is & demand for it, until the 
whole of itisiu use. Yet this Niagara is 
only an atom from the universe! It is but 
one local partial application of the uni- 
versal force of gravitation, that sleepless 
giant that plays with planets and suus a3 
boys do with spinning-tops. Men need to 
eat, and sleep, and rest. Even steam 
engines must be fed with coal. But here 
is absolutely a free and eternal worker to 
take the place of the human laborer. But 
the advantages of such natural forces are 
supplemented by labor-saving machinery. 
What was the effect of the invention of 
Whitney’s cotton gin? Now comes Whit- 
ney’s grandson, and claims that he has 
eclipsed his progenitor by the invention of 
a cotton harvester, which, with two men 
and two horses will do the work of one 
hundred men. 

I believe the only great staples in the 
production of which this country is defi- 
cient are wool and sugar, but more espe- 
cially the latter. A planter who has 4,000 
acres of beets in San Bernardino county, 
Cal., and 2,000 acres more near San Fran- 
cisco, says that the crop will amount to 
55,000 to 60 000 tons, and that but for the 
dry weather it would hav been 100,000. 
He claims that there is enough good beet 
land in the state south of San Francisco to 
supply the whole world with sugar. (I get 
this last item from an educational paper, 
Our Times, in the November issue.) 

The newspapers are crowded with 
accounts of Jate achievements in the line 
of labor-saving discoveries and appliances, 
some of them, no doubt, somewhat uncer- 
tain yet. Some one seriously proposes 
boring into the earth, not for gasor oil, for 
that is already a fact,but to get free access 
to the internal heat of our little planet? 
Chimerical? Well, may be—I am not sure. 
It is said that the Evil One, tempting our 
Lord in his hunger, suggested that he 
might *command that these stones be 


made bread." That was a wise and benev- 

olent suggestion, and if it had been 

heeded, and **the author and finisher of 

our faith" had transmitted the power of 

making such transubstantiation to his fol- 

lowers, it would not only hav made Pales- 

tine the granary of the world, but it would 

hav secured the immediate success of Chris- 

tianity. I see nothing abhorrent in the 

suggestion of Satan. Therefore, I am 

prepared to welcome to the ranks of 

human benefactors those daring geniuises - 
who declare that they are about to take & 

short cut on naturein the direct production 

of organic substances from inorganic 

elements. For instance, eggs will be made 
by machinery, and that old question of 
which came first, the egg or the chicken ? 
will be relegated to the rubbish of the past. 

But all these yet unrealized schemes are 
not at all necessary to our argument, for it 
seems to me scarcely & debatable proposi- 
tion that labor-saving machinery does save 
labor, and saves it to starve the displaced 
laborer to death. In Mr. Gunther’s old 
neighborhood labor had not been dis- 
placed, for though ‘‘ all hand labor had 
ceased the population had increased about 
one-third, and wages had more than 
doubled.” If Mr. Gunther had compared 
the present per capita production with the 
past, he might hav seen that, althouzh 
the working population there had increased 
somewhat, hand labor in distant places 
bad also ceased, withont any macbine or 
factory employment to take its place. But, 
quoth Mr. Gunther, ‘‘those who can 
hardly earn money enough to sustain life 
cannot afford to pension others.” Well, 
then, who does it now—for we hav more 
idlers than workers with us now? But I 
do not believe Mr. Gunther will take issue 
"with me on anything I hav said. 

J. K. P. BAKUR. 


In the nature of things, 
BAYS 


i a ui nau 
Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Oolonel’s new lecture entitled 
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Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
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LINCOLN 
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ily look on the sunny side; and hence 
are most apt to sense the true and the 
pleasing. People sre said to hav good 
sense when they do right, proper, and 
wise acts. 

An old philosopher says: '*We hardly 
find any persons of good sense save those 


@hildren’: s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tione for this Corner should be sent. 


idea is that if there is any such place as 
heaven everybody will go there after they 
die, but as to there being two places, à 
good and a bad, I think it is pretty thin; 
and if there is I don't think God would be 
merciful to send the Freethinkers to the 
bad place after giving them that belief. I 
think if the Christians would study a little 
they wouldn't be so sure of that heaven 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 
Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 


to which is added, 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Inquirendo Club 


VIII. — CONTINUED. 


Arthur read a hastily prepared essay, as 
nothing more availabe chanced to be at 


hand. i 
** EGOISTIC PHILOSOPHY. 

“A philosopher in a passion, like a hero 
in his night-shirt, would seem an incon- 
gruous spectacle to the popular fancy,' 
writes a gifted author, ‘and yet, shall not 
even the philosopher get in a passion when 
there is occasion for it, and would you hav 
the hero go to bed without his night-shirt?' 

“The popular idea of a philosopher is 
one who has, or must possess, repose of 
manner and studied carelessness. * Calm 
as Greek art.’ But, as Shakspere has 
written, ‘There never was yet & philoso- 
pher could endure the toothache patiently.’ 
*I pray you peace, I will be flesh and 
blood.’ ‘Serenity too often masks the real 
symbol of perpetual weariness and unrest.’ 
And the aspirant for the honors of philos- 
ophy must not be bound by emotion, be 
it pleasurable or otherwise. Why? Be- 
cause the affections are fruitful sources of 
both inward and outward disturbances, 
‘Propose to yourself not too many ob- 
jects, if you would hava tranquil mind.’ 
So with the student in the school of phi- 
losophy. Subordination of disturbing 
susceptibilities is-a necessity, requisit for 
cultivation of tranquility. And yet, shall 
one giv up all happiness merely to become 
8 philosopher? And such a philosopher! 
Less human and less humane than the 
average of men? No! As Lovelace has 
declared in a burst of soulful melody: 

‘Stone walls do not a prison make, 
Nor iron bars a cage; 

Minds, innocent and quiet, take 
That for a heritage. 

If I hav freedom in my love, 
And in my soul am free, 

Angels alone, that soar above, 
Enjoy such liberty.' 

** Kindred with this popular illusion is 
the conviction of many minds that altruis- 
tic—other-than-yourself-istic—is the prop- 
er form of philosophy, but which is, how- 
ever, a ‘method of procedure extremely 
inconvenient for ‘‘others.”’ The point in 
philosophy which justifies its course, is to 
make the current of human life flow as 
smoothly as possible. To secure one's own 
comfort is to promote that of others. And 
egoism is contentment. 

“I quarrel not with destiny, 

The best is good enough for me!’ 
declares the poet, who, satisfied with little 
—‘a little more than enough,’ as Dr. 
Oliver Wendell Holmes pleasantly sug- 
gests, resigns himself to the tnevitable. 
* Blessed are they who expect nothing, for 
they shall not be disappointed.’ Egoism 
would offer a consolation for the renounc- 
ing of pleasurable anticipation in the great! 
The unexpected!” 

Arthur ceased reading, with a final em- 
phasis on the last words, which the ‘‘ old 
clock on the stairs" gave still greater sig- 
nificance in pealing out the chime of four; 
and the Club adjourned.  Ip4 BALLOU. 


a 


Sense. 

All that we feel, think, and are, is the 
result of sense. We sense s thing by feel- 
ing it through mental or bodily facul- 
ties. We are said to hav five senses; but 
really they are all resolved into the one 
sense of feeling. We feel with the eye, 
the ear, the nose, and all parts of us. 

We feel good, bad, or indifferent, ac- 
cording as we are in good health or good 
spirits. 

We sense the grand, the good, and the 
beautiful, and we feel thrilled all through 
into & joyous gladness. We sense sor- 
row, Bin, and misery, and our mind is 
filled with sadness, regret, and mourning. 
But Mother Nature has given to the most 
of us a strong yearning for all that is 
gweet, loving, and good, so that we cheer- 


stand those who do not think as we do. 


"mind; they wouldn’t scare meinto it. My 


who agree with us." The reason of this 


is, we do not appreciate or fully under- | Pusiness. 


Freethinker friend 
We think our own opinions are right, SOMME SSE spend 


and all who believe differently from us are 
wrong. Of courseif we thought we be- 
lieved a wrong thing, we could not keep 
that belief. We believe as we must, as 
we hav sense or reason to. We cannot be- 
lieve fire will freeze us, or that an apple- 
tree will produce potatoes, because our 
senses tell us it is not natural. 

We all like being thought to be sensible; 
to be full of good sense, to hav good judg- 


All are architects of 


HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 


Crossy, TEx., Nov. 21, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I will write again, as 
I saw my other letter in print. Iwas glad 
to see it in print. I think Mary L. Mer- 
ritt wrote a nice letter for a girl of nine. 
I wish I could write a Jetter simiiar to 
that. I hope the day will come when one 
can speak a word of their own belief with- 
out its breaking the heart ofa sky-pilot 
or other Christian. There was & preacher 
here for about four months, and got five 
members, and is still preaching; but he 
doesn’t get apy more members; he has 
about three or four families to hear him 
preach. Well, I don’t think they will get 
me to join any of their churches by howl- 
ing sround. Tf I wanted to join their 
“holy band" I would do it in my right 
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cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 

0" Testament Stories Comically Illustrated 
in cloth, with gold lettering and side 
stamp, for $1.50. In plain boards, $1. 

Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4 


volnmes, red cloth covers, $6.50; leather, 
red edges, $9.50; morocco, gilt edges, 
0.50. 


Jre World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- 
ers. 1,075 pages. 8vo. Cloth, $3; 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


Tt Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern 


Times. Two volumes. Written in 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for 
the two volnmes; in leather, $7; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $8. 

[rgersolt's Prose Poems and Selections. 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. 

[raersotr s Principal Works : G'ods and Other 
Lectnres; Ghosts and Other Lectures; 
Some Mistakes of Moses: Interviews on 
Talmage; Wnat Mnst We Do to Be Saved? 
Blasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. 
1,141 pages. In one volnme, half calf, $5. 

Li A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll. 
In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 

Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 


inehes, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 


22x28. 


Well, I had better close for 
fear of that waste-basket. 


Working in these walls of time 
Some with massiv deed and great, 
Bome with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 


AND FACT. 


ment and understanding. Aunt ELM. To 
eo Tingle the Priest 
Correspondence. TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


By L. G. REED. 


"HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette FL, New York, 


IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
Bv R. B. Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 


THE TRUTH SEERF R. 


OLIDAYS. 


WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS? 


Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D 
fourth Edition. 


Part L—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


Iremain your 
BELLE HARVEY. 


ers. 

Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
chapters. | 

Part IIL—Derivation of Christianity ; twenty 


chapters. : 
Part IV.— Whence Oame the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 
Press Notices. 


The style is forcible and terse, the reasonin 
£004, and as the facts npon which the argnmen 
is based arelargely Christian, onr theological 
friends will have some hard nnts to crack if they 
att mpt to answer them.—Boston Investigator. 

This book is one of the most thorough and 
learned of the Freethonght works that have come 
across the Atlantic.— The Freethinker, London. 

Is a most valnable contribntion to the litera- 
ture E the nineteenth centnry.—Progressive 

nker. 


Elegantly bonnd in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York City. 


fate 


rose Pieces. 


- 15 cents. 
WANTED. To correspond with 
yonne lady of good moral character, between the 
ages of 20 and 25; those interested in the stndy of 
literature. mnsic, and human natnre preferred. ` 
41448 — Address CO A. LINDSAY, Butte, Mont. 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


AP By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
aper read at the International 
Congress at Chicago, October 5 wee 


Price, 10 Cents. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


LE BE READ 


Price 26 sents. 


In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, } 
Liberals shonld remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and please as well every day 

in the year, A Liberal book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev- 

eral persons. 

We have quite a number of books appropriatel, 
bound for Holiday purchasers, and we will pac 
them careinlly so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 
all good books for the purpose : 


\ 


hotograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 
Cabinet) of R. G. I 1l 
50 cents. > 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
] Giltstamp. $1.95. 


M! ind Lifetime, by Miss Wixon. $1. 


[/^ftaire s Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half ca'f. $4; vellnm cloth, $1.50. 

D^» and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2. 

Tre Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Withont Sn- 
perstition, for Children and Yonth. The 
Only Freethinkers’ Children’s Story-book 
ever issned. 66 fnll-page illustrations and 
25 smaller; large type, heavy, toned paper, 
broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
PP., boards, $1. 

onway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 


some volnmes. The best and only com- 
plete life of Paine. Half calf, $10; in 
cloth, $5. 


Parton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 


same can be said as of Conway's Life of 
Paine. Half calf. $10; in cloth, $6. 


oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
J oslyn Gage. Leather, $3; cloth. gilt top, 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the, “ Deeline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire." Half 
calf, $4; vellnm cloth, $2. 


orce and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Bochner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellnm 
cloth, $1.50. 


Dynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 
Lessons From the World of Matter and the 
I World of Man. By Theodore Parker. 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 
Asleep and Awake. A new Liberal novel. 


By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
back stamp, $1. 


Cosmian Hymn Book. With music to all 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 


Ee" For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. ay 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Le 
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JN ew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tus 
Trors Seexer Company, at the price 
named. 


«The Better World” is a study in ideal- 
istic, conditions, after the manner of 
‘ Looking Backward,” and a host of suc- 
cessors. The author endeavors to show 
us a people in the enjoyment of life as an 
intelligent, matter-of-fact way, without 
selfishness, avarice, and fear. They are 
too good-natured to need lawyers: diet 
and cleanliness hav abolished any need 
of doctors; and they are all so sensibly, 
naturally good, that preachers are un- 
known among them. The purpose of the 
book is to show how present conditions 
may be improved; and with all the ex- 
travagant vein given to fancy, there are 
some interesting and thought-provoking 
suggestions. . 

F. D. Cummings’ book, ‘‘ Religion and 
the Bible," is an effort to reconcile with 
8 practical, working faith in natural relig- 
ion and in the moral precepts of Christ, 
the inaccuracies and unexplainable incon- 
sistencies of the Scriptures. It pleads in 
8 convincing way for toleration in relig- 
ious beliefs, and points out that some 
activ, operating, religious principle is im- 
portant to all, especially to those who 
hav no faith in a hereafter. Yet, for all 
this, there is an unsparing criticism of 
the faults and weaknesses of current 
Christianity.— Portland Oregonian. 


“How Weak and Diseased Lungs 
Are Now Cured.” 


IN A SHBIES OF ARTICLES BY ROBERT HUNTER. 


Dr. Robert Hunter, the great specialist on weak 
lungs and lung troubles, contributes to The 
Truth Seeker his valuable book, wherein he 
shows how consumption can be avoided and how 
it can be oured. It should be read with great in- 
terest, as it shows how many lives can be saved 
with a little oare. His book will be published in 
The Truth Seeker, a chapter every week. 

INTRODUCTION. , 

In publishing: my book I have endeavored to 
explain, in plain, untechnical terms, the nature 
of consumption—the manner in which it is con- 
tracted—the causes which produce it—how it is 
to be prevented, and what must bo done t5 cure 
it. In doing this I feel that I confer an inestim- 
able benefit on the whole people by placing be- 
fore them knowledge which, if received intelli- 
gently. willsave many irom. the most dreaded 
disease known to mankind. Unquestionably dis- 
eases of the breathing organs areless understood 
by the public and treated with poorer results by 
the general profession than any other class of 
maladies in the whole range of medioal practice. 

The records of the Board of Health inform us 
thatin & single year the deaths by throat and 
jung complainta in New York City were 14,698 out 
of a total of 35,975—or 40 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. 

This frightful sacrifice of human life could not 
occur if pdlmonary diseases were treated with 
any degree of success, or were not, under the 
usualmeans employed by physicians, practically 
` jnourable and hopeless. Many prominent people 

during the past years have passed frum life by 

ung diseases which began in simple attacks of 
congestion of the jmngs. General Sherman, Mrs. 

Harrison, and Jay Gould are significant exam- 

ples. They were in perfect health when attacked 
. —gurrounded by all comforts—able to command 

competent medical care, with all the aids to 
health that wealth can buy, and yet. were not 
saved. Why? Because there was not virtue 
enough in that medical treatment they em- 
ployed, from both the schools of allopathy and 

homeopathv combined, to arrest Mrs. Harrison * 

"influenza," break up Gen. Sherman's '* cold,’ 

or cure Jay Gould’s ** bronchitis.” 

And yet all this in face of the fact that we have 
remedies perfectly adequate to the mastery even 
of consumption. But where a task of such ac- 
kowledged difficulty is to be accomplished as the 
cure of consumption, not only are the needful 
remedies requisite, but their use must be directed 
with masterly intelligence and an extended 
knowledge and experience of the true nature of 
lung cases. Precious lives should not be fit- 
tered away and sacrificed by piddling palliatives, 
which do no good, are totally without power to 
arrest the attack, and actually inccease the dan- 
ger by stifling the natural functions of the 
body. 


Until physicians generally learn to appreciate. 


that sedatives, hypnotics. and hypodermic injec- 
tions only poison the patient’s blood, and injure, 
instead of benefiting, his lungs, they can never 
succeed in lung cases. Such treatment actually 
robs the lungs of their natural power of healing. 

The treatment of the air passages and lungs by 
volatilized antiseptics and curative agents—ap- 
plied directly to the inflamed and affected parts, 
within the lungs, by £nAalatton—is the only 
course that ever succeeds. The antisep ics are 
necessary to destroy the germs, and the healing 
medicines to repair the injuries they and the 
disease have inflicted on the lungs. This is the 
essence of my cure. 

The arrest of consumption and the restoration 
of the lung to health by it I know by the assur- 
ance of actual experience. I saved my own life by 
inhaled remedies, after the late Dr Swett of New 
York, Dr. Williams of London, and Baron Louis 
of Paris—the highest French authority—had pro- 
nounced me in incurable consumption. I have 
since then—for forty years—made an exhaustive 
study of pulmonary diseases, and in thousands 


of instances have succeeded in the cure of con- 
sumption after other treatments bave been tried 
in vain. The verity of cures I have effected isin- 
disputable. No case in a court of law was ever 
proved by a greater array of unimpeachable wit- 
nesses in its favor than has been the truth and 
success of antiseptic air inhalations in lung 
diseases. 
ROBERT HUNTER, M. D.. 
117 West 45th Street, New York. 
Norge —Dr Hunter's book will be sent to any of 


. the readers of The Truth Seeker who have weak 


lungs, or who are interested in the subject, free, 
on addressing him a8 &bove. 
0 Å—— e 


Beware of Ointments for Catarrh that 


. Contain Mercury, 

as mercury will surely destrov the sense of smell 
and completely derange the whole system when 
entering it through the mucous surface. Such 
articles shonld never be used except on prescrip- 
tions from reputable physicians. as the damage 
they will do is ten fold to the good you can pos- 
sibly derive from them. Hal's Catarrh Cure, 
manufactured by F. J. Cheney & Co., Toledo, O , 
contains no mercury, and is taken internally, 
acting directly upon the blood and mucous sur- 
faces of the system. In buying Hall’s Catarrh 
Cure be sure vou get the genuine. It is taken 
internally and is made in Toledo, Ohio, by F. J. 
Cheney & Co. "l'estimonials free. 

Sold by Druggista, price, 75c., per bottle. 


—— ipe —— 


Ill-tempered Babies 


are not desirable in anv home. Insufficient nour- 
ishment produces il! temper. Guard against frot- 
ful:hildren by feeding nutritious and digesti- 
ble food. The Gail Borden ragle Brand Con- 
Gen ed Milk is the most successful of all infant 
‘oods, | 


FREE 


18t50 


Truth Seeker Library. 


Published Monthly at $8 per Year. 
' — Issuzs or 1891.—$3. 


A Valuable Hook on Nervous 

Diseases io any -address by the 

REV. E. KONIG, 
—FORT WAYNE, IND.— 


Price. 
Truth Seeker Annual, 1891.... ........2, «80 25 
Mon, Women, and Gods. ‘Helen H. Gar: 
ener... -.-.- TU DES RD MEM 
The Age of Reason. Thomas Paine.. Ilus- 

trate 2:512 
Answers to n- 

NOG 1: cse esee see rea ge .. 95 
Christian Absurdities. Jo N ... 20 
Victor Hugo’s Oration on Voltaire..... -.. 10 
The Crisis. omas Paine. Illustrated..... 4C 
Sabbath Breaking: John E.Remsburg....... 25 
Travels in. Faith from Tradition to Rea- 

" son Robert O. Adams siirsi- cesses = 
e of a Bex. o . Miller............ 
Mike o a s 'Exporionoo. Samuel P. Put- = 
n&m........ ars So gicevarie cobfesaceuss se 

The Higher Oriticism in Theology and Re- 
Melon. T. E. Longshore.......... eye 50 
ope cM 

Infidel Death- . G. W. Foote.........---- 
Hights of Man. Thomas Paine. ustra- : 

"S NDERIT UM eds 
Was OhristOrucified? Austin Bierbower.... 10 
Pulpit, Pew, and Oradle. Helen H. Gar- 10 

OEY ..escreresencseccsccrcess ? 
Bible Morals. John E. Remsbur 25 
frae eai aree Qf iaria Monk : 
ocket'Theology. a On 
Why Dont Ged Kil the Devil? M. Bab- 
Liber Horace testimonial (o 
eer alt Whitman, with Funeral Address. 

By Ool. Robert G. Ingersoll.............- 2 

Six Lectures on Astronomy. Richard A. 
ootor...... o E T E TT 15 
Candle From Under the Bushel. Wm. A. à 
ANG weiss de 603 cosas ese Sios Esr SSK Ess 
The Holy Bible Abridged... ma 80 
False. Claims of the Oh j 
Remsburg....... ie.nssssesecese e 
Issues or 1893.— $8. 
Thomas, Paine Vindicated. Ool. Robert i 
. Ingersoll,.........4.- e. ces eerte pul 
The Oreation of God. Dr. Jacob Hart- 

mann... DETPEPES 50 
Crimes of Preachers in the 

M. E. Billings... 25 
Resurrection esus.. 40 
Handbook of Freethou: 8 . 50 
Religion a Ourse; Religion & Disease; Re- 

ligion a Lie. S. P. Putnam............. 25 
Design Argument Fallacies. By Editor of 

THE TRUTH SEERER............. exe. 1B 
Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Ohristian? 

hn E. Bemisburg.......... AERIS 50 
Pen Pictures of The World's Fair. Ilus- 

trated. Dam........- EERS 25 
Common Sense. Thomas Paine....... ee. 16 
Examination of Prophecies. Thos. Paine.. 15 
Pleasure and Progress. Albert M. Lorentz, m 
Giant Delusion. Otto Wettst > 10 
Bible Inquirer. A. Jacobson.. 25 
Bister Lucy. Her Awful Disclosures of 

New Oonvent............. eere 10 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. Susan 

H. Wixon................. mE Tg: "EDU 

Issuna or Qe dá 
T nd Rack. Geo. E. Macedon 10 
Helt-Gpntradiction- af the Bible, W.H Burr 15 
erty: Snou e Exemp 
"From Taxation? Reasons Why It Should di 
Congress ang Stinday. Laws, m ; "m ; Ws 5 
orld. ip into the future 
S of mankind on earth. Dr. E. B. South- BS 
Church and Freethought. Franklin Steiner — 50 
Religion and the Bible. old subject in 

the light of modern thought. F.D. 

Oümmllgs ..-.exsceeco eek esses seen eee 50 
A Tale of a Halo. Morgan A. Robertson. 

Illustrated by A. Carey K. Jurist...... 50 
Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, andSarcasm. i 
Remodeling the Government. With Re- 

marks on the Bible and Liquor Busi- 

ness, the Christ Principle, etc. W. L. 

Willis OMBRE Gos Gahan RIMIS » 10 


During the year other standard Freethought 
works will be published and sent to subscribers 
as they appear. | . 

Yearly subscribers at $8 receive all the numbers 
published in one year. In ordering please say 
which year is desired. 2 

Binglo numbers 80:d at prices quoted. 

: THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cents. 


Scientific Works. |Books by SALADIN, 


Three Introductory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F, Max Miil- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language: 2. The 
Identity of Language and Thoug t, and 3 

e Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on * Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 

ncis Galton, the duke us Argyll, George J. 

Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth 

ce, 750. ? 


Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 


guage. By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 
xford University Extension Lectures. With 
& supplement, ‘* My Predecessors.” an essay on 
genesis of "The Science of Thought.” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. i 

Th. 


The Psychology of Attention. B 
Ribot, professor of Comparative and Experi- 
mental Psychology at tne. College de France, 
and editor of the Revue METER ATE Au- 
thorized translation. Treating of the following 

topics: 1. Spontaneous, or Natural, Attention. 

=a, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; o, Surprise. 2. Voluntary,or Artificial, 

Attention.—a, Its-mechaniam; 5, Inhibition; c, 

The feeling of effort. 8. The Morbid States of 

Attention.—a, Distraction; 0, Hypochondria; 

€, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 

tion in sleep and hypnosis.’ Cloth, 75c. 


Fundamental Problems. The Method of 
ilosophy as a Systematic Arrangement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paui Carus. Price, SL 


The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of the author. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structu: al and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Nensor Organs. 8. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: ] olopt ytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation ot Higher Animals and Plants. 7. 
The Physiological Function of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Ch. 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 185 pages; cloth, 75c.; paper, 506. 

Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 
on the Labor Question, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F. Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
troversy with Mr. Hugh Ò. Pentecost, and 
others, on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
-cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God, By Dr. Paul Carus. 
Being & disquisition cn the development of 
the idea of God iu human thonght and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2. The EU. 

ology of The Word God. 8. God an Abstract 
dea. 4. The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monoth-ism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 15c. 

Bpitomes, Sr Bleek Sciences. 1. Com- 

arative ology: The Study of Banscrit. B 
Prof. H. Oldenberg, of the University of Kiel. 
—4a, Sanscrit Research; b, From Jones to Las- 
sen; o, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The In- 
terpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 

e Epoch. 2. Experimental Psychology 
y Prof. Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Psychology; 
b. Psychology. in Germany; c, Psycholog, iu 
France'and Italy; d, Psychology in Great b 
gin and the United States. .8. Old Testament 
istory: or, The Rise of the people of: Israel. 
By Prof. C. H. Cornell, of the University of 
Konigsberg -a, The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; b, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
Israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
Kin gdom of Israel. With especial introductions 
by Professors Oldenberg and Cornell, and pref- 
atory remarks by the editor of the Open 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c.. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Carus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
inde ion of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Double Consciousness. Experimental 
Psychological Studies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France, 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relations between the Two Consciousnesses of 
Hysterical Individuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Subconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93pages, paper. Price, 50c. 

By 


The Lost Manuscript. A Novel. 
Gustave Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: “A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion." In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Disorders. 8. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolution of the Personality. Cloth, 75c. 


The Soul of Man. An Investigation of 
ihe Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr. Pául Carus., With 152 Uus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $8, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1. The 

hilosophical Problem of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life, 8. Physiological Facts of Brain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. Th 
tions of Exp 

ical and Re 
Ad 


rit- 


i e Investiga- 

rimental Psychology. 6. The Eth- 

ous Aspects of Soul-Life. 

e88 HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place. New Vork 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. ‘‘The T. -nine Articles of 
the istian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers. 
or trying to induce the Deity to unde ea 


crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. 


Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents, 
Was Jesus Insane? Price, 10 cents. 
The Public Schools and the Catholic 
Church, Price, 5 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


(W. STEWART ROSS), 
Editor of the London Agnostic Journa 


eas 


Z 
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GOD AND HIS BOOK. 
= When he had read this book Colonel Ingersoll 


. Wrote to the author: "You have earned the 
thanks of all who realy think.’ It is a work of 
vast research, of sound criticism, of caustic hu- 

į mor, of sledgehammer vehemence, of scathing 

satire, of pathos and eloquence. Itis one of the 

| heaviest iconoclasti* broadsides ever fired at 

à the J ewish God and the Bible. Oloth, gold let- 

^*Ve18, 181.25. 


WOMAN: HER GLORY, HER SHAME, 


AND HER GOD. 

. The Rev. Archdeacon Farrar said that “Chris- 
tianity elevated the woman; it shrouded as 
with a halo of sacred innocence the tender 
years of the child.” The object of Saladin’s 
work is to show the archdeacon his error, and 
he has succeeded. An English writer said of it: 
“ This certainly is one of the most marvelous 
books ever issued from the press. The auihori- 
ties cited are unquestionable, and the result is 
convincing." In two volumes, cloth, gilt-let- 
tered, $2.50. 


CHRISTIANITY and the SLAVE TRADE. 
A condensation of the known facts upon this 
subject, proving that Christianity did not abol- 
ish but aided this infamous trafiic in human 
beings. To which are added such comments as 
only Saladin can make. In paper, 80 cents. 


THE TRANSITION. 
A consideration of the antagonism of the Bi- 

ble and science, and of the question whether 
the veiled or allegorical portions of the Chris 
tion Bible can be interpreted by modern 
science. In apy 20 cents. 

ROSES AN UE. 
. Being Random Notes and Bketohes. Some of 
its subjects are: A Last Interview with a Man 
of Gentns; An Essay on Stirpiculture; Asceti- 
cism and Superstition; Capital Punishment; 
Poverty; God in the Oonstitution; Bruno; 
Gods: Witchoraft, etc. This may be called 
Saladin’s own book, for it is poetry in prose, 
and is one of the books that lovers of strong 
literature like to read again and again. In 
cloth, gold- and silver-lettered, $1.50. 


LAYS OF ROMANCE. 

This books reminds one of Sir Walter Scott, 
being romantic, historic verse. aglow in every 
page with the energy of a true and high poetic 
genius. Oloth, gold lettered, 75 cents. 


ISAURE AND OTHER POEMS. 

The title poem 18 a story of intense passion, 
touchingly told. e other twenty poems are 
fresh, fragrant, thoughtful, and every verse 
reveals the thinker, observer, and reformer. 
Cloth, gold-lettered, 75 cents. 


A FEARFUL FLOGGING. 


By one whoendured it Based upon a manu- 
script in the possession of Saladin. Paper, 100. 


THE AGONIES OF HANGING. 
Studies in Psychology. By one who was cut 
down from the gallows Printed from manu- 
script in the hands of Saladin. Paper, 10 cents. 


WHIRLWIND SOWN AND REAPED. 

A short story of clerical crime and villainy 
founded on tact. Of this book the Open Court 
said: “This novel will command the same or 
more, interest than Helen Gardener’s story 
“Is This Your Son. My Lord?’ ” Paper, 25 cents 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Darwin and Alter Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
‘By Gzoras J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Fxposition of what may be termed 
«he Darwinism of Darwin, and intended vw, be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 
fe-sed naturalfist- 

Mr. Romanes is well known ag one of the most 
ntereating of Fngish writers npon evolution, 
resides ranking with I'rofessor Huxley iu. recien- 
ific knowledge and ability. And this 18 a part of 
is conelnvion regal ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the 7! urch so often refers: 

“Thus whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
ion or to those of hewnty, everywhere through- 
nut organic nature we meet with abundant 
«vidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
ve meet with any Independent evidence of 
uperuatnra] design. |. Adaptation and 
veauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
-he hands of a purely meebarical philosophy. . . 
All nature has thus been transformed before the 
view of the present generation iu & manner and 
to an extent that has never before been, possible; 
and inasmuch ag the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
iam, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new, and a terrible force in tha 
doro Da traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God? x 

Íliustrated. Price, cloth, #2. 

Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VALUABLE ENGLISH 
PUBLICATION. 


The Student’s Darwin. By Edward B. 


Fellow of University College, 


gate it fully for themselves. 1. The 


Works. 5. Works on Evolution. With a 
copious index. Price, $2. : 
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` JYot for Parsons. 


Manx TwarN says: * Adam was but hu- 
man. He did not want the apple for the 
apple’s sake; he wanted it only because it 
was forbidden. The-mistake was in not 
forbidding the serpent; then he would hav 
eaten the serpent.” 


CLERGYMAN: ‘‘ John, I hope you are try- 
ing to do what is right.” John: ‘ Yes, 
sir; I teach my children the command- 
ments," Clergyman: ‘‘ But what we do 
is of more importance tban what we say.” 
John: ‘ Yes, sir; but it would be mighty 
fie to keep all of them commandments.” 
— Voice. 


ANOTHER church-fair story comes to us, 
relativ to raising money to pay off church 
debts. A friend meeting a deacon on the 
street, asked: ‘‘Are you not going to get 
up 8 fair to pay off the debton the church?” 
** We were going to,” replied the worthy 
dé acon; **but the congregation heard of 
the rumor, and raised the money at once.” 
—Oakland Saturday Press. 


“Tag morning," writes a Sanday- 
school teacher, ‘‘I gave the children a 
little talk about their souls. When I had 
done I thought I would ask them a few 
questions to see if they understood what I 
had told them. S> I began, ‘ What did 
the almighty giv us besides our bodies?’ 
Perhaps you can imagin my emotions when 
they instantly responded ‘ Laigs!’” 


“I weverin my life,” said Dean Stanley 
to his wife, after & sermon in Westminster 
Abbey, ‘‘so touched the congregation. 
They were entranced; every eye was upon 
me from the first word to the last." *' No 
wonder,” said Lady Augusta; ‘‘ your 
gloves were inside of your hat, and when 
you took it off they remained on the top 
of your head all through the sermon.” 


A story is told by a French paper of two 
provincials, aman avd his wife, who visited 
the Louvre in Paris. *' What struck you 
most at the Louvre?” asked one of their 
friends, when they returned home and 
began to tell of the wonders they had 
seen. ‘‘Oh,’’ replied the husband, ‘‘a 
picture that represented Adam and Eve, 
with the apple and the serpent.” And his 
excellent wife chimed in, ‘‘ Yes, we found 
that very interesting, because, you know, 
we knew the anecdote.” 


WHEN you see a clergyman wearing a 
white cravat, and a long-tailed coat but- 
toned up to his chin, closely shaved, and 
kid gloves upon his lily-white -hands, you 
see a man who has his sign hung out, which 

‘signifies: **I don't belong to the common 
herd; Istand upon an elevated pedestal; I 
demand reverence on account of my cloth; 
I expect that ali the goods I buy will be 
discounted in price, and that on all occa- 
sions special favors will be meted out to 
me. ” 
says Robert B.—Christian Leader, Cin- 
cinnati. 


‘t Mrs. TRULIGOoDE has made applica- 
tions for divorce, I hear." **You don’t 
say? Why, it was only a Short time ago 
that her husband was converted and joined 
the church." ‘‘I know it, That was the 
cause of the trouble. You see since his 
conversion, Truligoode has been in the 
habit of going alone to the evening ex- 
perience meetings. Full of the spirit of 
the occasion, he would get up-and tell 
what a bad man he had been; indeed he 
seemed to take pride in recounting his 
slips while he was in the gall of bitterness 
and the bonds of iniquity. The other 
night Mrs. Truligoode dropped into the 
meeting, and from a back seat heard his 
confession, and when he closed, by saying 
his eyes were now opened to the knowledge 
of his sinfulness, her eyes were opened, too. 
She went next day to her lawyer, and pro- 
ceedings for a divorce were begun."— 
Secular Thought. 


WHEN we remember how difficult it is 
even for the adult mind to attempt to 
grasp the conception of God, we need not 
wonder that children are utterly puzzled 
over it. As their ideas of ail scriptural 
things come from the scrip'ures, it is 
wholly natural thatthe anthropomorphism 
of the Bible should tinge all their ideas of 
deity. Ruskin says that when he wasa 
child he had a very reverent conception of 
God, as a grave old man, with a long, white 
beard, clothed in a flowered dressing- 
gown; which conception, no doubt, had 
come to him from some old picture. A 
friend was telling me, the other day, ofa 
little fellow who came to his mother with 
the inquiry: ‘‘Mamma, do you believe. 
that od can see everything?” His 
mother assured him that God was omnis- 
cient, explaining to him what the term 
meant, ‘‘ But I know, mamma, there is 
something that God cannot see.” The 
mother, naturally, was shocked at the lit- 
tleskeptic’s asseveration. ‘‘ But I know he 
can’t see everything!" ‘‘ What can’t he 
see?” ‘Why, mamma, he can’t see the 
top of his own head.”— Margaret J. Pres- 
ton, in the Chautauquan. 


“But a man’s a man for a’ that,” |. 


SEND ME YOUR 


Holiday Orders 


PRICES AGAIN REDUCED! 


The New Model Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewel: patent regulation, Bre- 
quet (non catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 

_ GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof, 
Silverine case, $19. In 3 oz coin sil- 
ver, $24. In fine screw open. face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15 years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
screw open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIX. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES! SIZE. 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
Cases. 

Regu ar Gr. de American Watches. 

Including movements of Rockford, 

Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 

field, etc., and cases of Boss, Fahys, 
Deuber, Crown, ete. 

PRICES, 

jeweled 80z. screw open face silverine case, $4,75 

oz sliver 1 

gold-filled ^ 1n w 


a [12 


“ “ a 


7 
7 
7 
y [T1 e n 

E “ hunting x. *nM to 
y o" ig 4 hint., Louis xiv. go d-filled 20 00 
T 28 00 


“ d 


* — j4kt. solid gold open face case 
Mkt. AK hunting  “ 

$) more; 15 jeweled, $250 more. 

adj, 84 more; 17 jeweled, adj, $6 more 


Ladies’ American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, ete, and cases of. Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Crown, etc. 


1 
1 


on 


. PRICES. 

7 jeweled in 20 year. plain or engraved, -$11 50 
RAS 20 * eng, and scalloped. 1500 
q^. 29 " 1st.solidgold,  -  - 2000 
79v 20 " 14kt. y heavy, 1000 
D NE $1more 

15 «CS 4 more 

15 “ adj 6 more 

In fiae plush cases per express prepatd. 


CHAINS. 

Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50, $3.50, $4, and $5. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 

The Freethought Badge and Charms. 

Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full cut diamond, $12. 

Charms.—10kt. $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
With fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 

(UST Small Size Badge.— 

7A lOkt. $2, 14kt. $2.75. 

j With genuine chip dia- 

y mond, $6. With full cut 

HD genuine diamond, $18. 

Charms.—10kt. $3, 14kt. $4. With 

genuine chip diamond, $7. With gen- 
uine full cut diamond, $15 . 

The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 

Repvorp Price ni$7.— Zea Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2 50. 
Orange Spoons, $2 50; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 3.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
. funded or goods exchanged. 

I can save you money in anything in 

my line. 


Do not delay your orders. Send 
for price-list, cards in colors, of badge, 
etc. Address 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

The Liberal Jeweler, 


Rochelle, Illinois. 
Established 1857. 
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Something E 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE . 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTH WICK. 


ForI dipt into the future, far as human eyecouid 


BEG: B i 
Saw the Vision ofthe world, ond all the wonders 
O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 


everlasting spring abide nevertheless; | ; 


where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “ Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


ESTABLISHED 1865. 
E. C. Reichwald & Bro., 


Receivers and Shippers of 


FRUITS and VEGETABLES 


GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS. 


. SPECIALTIES: 


California Fruits, Bananas, Oranges, Lemons, 
Cranberries, ig Listed rapes, 
Peaches, Pears, Plums, Mel- 

_ons, Appies, Berries. 

Potatoes, Onions, Cabbager, Cucumbers, Toma- 
oes, Clery, Beets. Carrots, Turnips, 
Popcorn, Squash. Crab Ap. 
ples, Egg Plant. 


— mee 


234 So. Water St., Chicago. | 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
inent Men. With a Startling 
Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schovenhauer’s Celebrated 
Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, New York. 
THE 


BRAIN ~ BIBLE: 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCENE 
AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with a preface by 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Freothought. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, &nd appeal directly 
to the reader’s seLse of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 
By J. W. SULLIVAN. 

Price, 25 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Lectures and Essays 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
With Portrait and Biographical Sketch by 


C ntents—Two Reveiations. Man and the 
Lower Animals. Design ahd Natural Selection. 
Bible Ho'rors; or, True Biasphemy. Heaith, 
Wealth, mi Happiness. Bible Saints and Sin- 
ners. n limp clo.h, 50 cents, 

Addres _ ''HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Antiquity | 


Unveiled. 


de ec 


Anctent Voices 
from the Spirit 
Realm disclose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 

hg ae 
Proving Christianity 
to be of | 

Heathen Origin, 

[ILLUSTRATED.1 
Price, --- - $1.50 


MV SOMME 


Address | 
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OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 
Four Hundred Years of Freethonght 


By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book 
elegant binding, one hundred and forty-one 
portraits, $5. 

Chureh Property: Should It be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should Not. 
Paper, 15 cents. PENES 

The Better World, A dip into the future 

. of mankind on earth. By Dr. E B. South- 
wick. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. : 

Religion and the Bible. An old suhject 
in the light of modern thought. By F. D. 

. Cummings. Paper, 5) cents; cloth, $1. 

Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sar- 
casm. By L. G. Reed. Paper, 15 cents. : 

Remodeling the Government, With Re- 
marks on the Bib e and the Liquor Business, 
the Christ Principle, etc. By W, L, Wilhs. . 
Paper, 10 cents. i 

Thumbserew and Rack. Illustrations sve- 
cially prepared and the text by Geo. E. Mac-. 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. ; 

Self-Contradictions of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By gonn E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
Rated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 
cents. 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. ` A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Desigaed by an Intel- 
ligent Being. By the Editor of Tug TRUTH 

EKER. Paper, 15 cents. A 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States, 
By M. E. Billings. Paper, 25 centa. 

Handbook of Freethonght. By W. S. 
Bell Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. i 

Pleasnre and Progresss An Attempt to 
Provethat the Pursuit of Pleasure is the stne 

ua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 
evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the Paty, of Fhilanthropy and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. m 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Ide toltsSource. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. : 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 
Cloth, 75 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. By Helen 
H. Gardener. Cloth, #1; paper,60cents —— - 

Woman, Chureh, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $2; leather, 83. 

The Chureh and Freethonght. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. : 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 

. stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
lists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inqnirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. : 

Woman: Fonr Centnries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper. 10 cents. 


BOOKS BY 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natnre: A Contribution. 
to the Religion of the Future. Cloth. $1. E 
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Bignificance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth. $1. x 

Physical Education ; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature, Cloth, $1. © 

Honsehold Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Oloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Oontribution to 
the Outdoor study of Natural History. - Illus- 
trated by H. Faber. Cloth. Ur AE : 

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette place, New Yorke 


PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 


By Rev. G. T. Fox, M.A. 
Priaa.1k sante Address this office. 


Travels in Faith. 


Bv OAPT. ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Retona. 5 


Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


ddress 
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Now, the good a man does livs after him, 
although the man who did the good has, 
after death, no conscious knowledge of it. 
The discovery of chloroform is still of im- 
mense good to humanity, although Pro- 
fessor Simpson, who introduced it, is dead. 
Personally, for years past I hav had no 
hope of a future life; but that has had no 
effect in preventing me from striving to 
do something to leave the world better 
than I found it, There is not the slightest 
substantial evidence extant for the belief 
In a future life; while the belief in eternal 
sleep after death is a thousandfold better 
‘than the Christian doctrin that ninety per 
cent of humanity are to be tortured for- 
ever. Professor Momerie cries out for 
immortality. How does he know that, if 
he got it, he would not be one of those who 
are to be either roasted or frozen for all 
SUY E Ler Nature, in Agnostic Jour- 
nal. - ' 


Gems of Phought. 


Retiation is the shadow of which culture 
is the substance. The one pretends to be 
what the other is in reality.— Grant Allen. 


Taer world owes no man a living save as 
heearns itoris willing to earn it. It owes 
. him, however, the opportunity to earn it. 
—Alexander Kent. 


A MiRAOLE is the badge and brand of 
fraud. No miracle ever was performed. 
No intelligent, honest man ever pretended 
to perform a miracle, and never will.— 
Robert G. Ingersoll, 


I sometimes find myself surmising 
whether a people who, like the Americans, 
put up quietly with all sorts of petty per- 
sonal imposition and injustice, will not at 
length find it too greats bore to quarrel 
with groat public wrongs.—James Russell 

owell, 


A GREAT story, exhibiting the featuresof 
a universal sympathy, and a vision that is 
not deceived by much clothing into obse- 
quiousness or by little into Puritanical 
horror, enters into history far more influ- 
entially than a battle or a new code of 
laws.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Crime is incurable, save by that gradual 
process of adaptation to the social state. 
which humanity is undergoing. Crime is 
the continual breaking out of the old un- 
adapted nature—the index of a character 
unfitted to its conditions; and only as fast 
as the unfitness diminishes can crime di- 
minish,— Herbert Spencer. 


Tue real Freetbinker accepts truth from 
whatever source it comes, and cheerfully 
concedes the right of his neighbor to strive 
for happiness at his own cost. The real 
Christian accepts such truth only as he 

` thinks the Bible sanctions and insists that 
his neighbor shall seek for happiness in 
such ways only as the Bible appears to ap- 
prove. —Z. C. Walker. 


Far better to be a bonnet rougé of the 
barricades, my friends, than to be a con- 
servatist, if conservatism makes it our duty 
to let all the drains of thought choke up 
and keep the soul’s windows down, to shut 
out the sun and the breezes, till the soul 
sickens with moral typhus and we begin 
to snore in its coma or rave in its delirium. 
—Oliver Wendell Holmes, 


IwsrEAD of encouraging civilization, 


AGAIN, that spirit of science which we 
cultivate and represent is at once modest 
in its own claims and liberal to the claims 
-of others. The first lesson which every 
sound student learns is to follow his facts 
and not to lead them. New facts teach 
him new conclusions. His opinions of to- 
day must be modified by the learning of 
the morrow. He is at ajl times ready and 
willing to abandon a position when further 
investigation shows that it is probably in- 
correctly taken. He is in this the reverse 
of the opinionated man, the hobby rider, 
and the dogmatist. The despair of the 
scientific assemblage is the member with 
8 pet theory, with a fixed idea, which he 
is bound to obtrude and defend in the face 
of facts. Yet even toward him we are 
called upon to exercise our toleration and 
our charity, for the history of learning 
has repeatedly shown that from just such 
wayward enthusiasts solid knowledge has 
derived some of its richest contributions. 
So supreme, after all, is energy, thaterror 
itself, pursued with fervid devotion, yields 
a more bountiful harvest than truth lan- 
guidly cultivated.—Daniel G. Brinton. 


EVERY LADY WANTS OUR 

STOVE-POLISHING MITTEN. 
es Will polish a stove better than any- 
» thing on earth, and keep your hands 
p? clean at the same time, Ladies buy it 
atsight, They all want it. ig 
e Profits to Agents. Sample Mitten 
Bes ^ and Datiber by mail, 30 ats, wa also fend a 
> les Magazine Pree 3 months with ench order, 
BOCIAL VISITOR CO., » Box 3139, Boston, Mass, 


è DO YOU WANT IT 26 


Christianity actually retards it. Religion é 

consists in serving God.  Religionists Salesmen Wanted in every count salary or com- 
serve God as subjects serve kings. In | @tnlimitea profits, active men apply auickly stating 
both cases, means are sacrificed for the salary and territory wanted. Manufacturers, 


P. O. Box 5308, Boston, Mass. 
2 ae ee ee oe ee Oe 


EY FREE HEAT! 


The Lamp that Lights your Roo 
will EAT it if you usea | x 


FALLS HEATER. 


Takes the placeof stoves in medium-sized 
rooms, In successful usein New England 
3 years. Highest awards. Best of refer- 
ences. Sample Heater $1, Agents wanted, 

BOSTON ENTERPRISE MFG. CO. 
" 17 Milk St., Boston, Mass. 


00000090900 
Ly CRAND DISCOVERY 1$ 


W^ANTED.—A live man or woman In every @ 
county where we have not already secured & 
representative to sell our "Nevada Silver” 
SOLID METAL. Knives, Forks and Spoons to con- 
sumers; a&solid metal whiteas silver; no plate to 
wear off; goods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth that of silver; the chance of a life- 
time; agents average from $50 to 8100 per week, and 
meet with ready salea everywhere, so great is the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 
lion Dollars’ worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. z^ , Boston, Mass. 


benefit of their superior. In both cases, 
they rely for happiness on supplication. 
: In both cases, they hope to avert misfort- 
une by flattery. In both cases, they ac- 
cept information credulously instead of 
seeking it curiously.—Albert M. Lorentz. 


Ir has long been scientifically acknow!l- 
edged that morality, as such, is far older 
than religion, which at first was limited to 
certain metaphysical theories, which must 
be accepted on the authority of ancestors. 
Mr. E. B. Tylor has shown us that the re; 
lation between morality and religion is at 
first very insignificant and of second-rate 
importance. Primitiv animism, the earli- 
est form of religion, has no moral rela- 
tions whatever. Morality comes only as 
the consequence and result of the inevit- 
able necessities of social intercourse, so 
that in primitiv peoples morality does not 
extend beyond their own race, and does 
not include the people of foreign races.— 
Ludwig Büchner. 


J Pond's 


Extract 


'cures Cuts, Burns, 
| | Catarrh, Sore Throat. 
and ALL PAIN. 


ee 


PICTORIAL WORK 
GLASS CARDS. SILK BANNERS, 
EST VEN ror DUPLICATE SIGNS 


GIVEN FOR 
J. U. MANUTH, 210 Blue Island Ave., Chicago, 


8t43 


i A Rare Chance to get first-class 
Freethought Sto y Books of sixty pages or over 
each. FREE Send 8 cents to vay postage on 
samples. Address THE LIBERAL PUB, CO., 

42U Portland. Kan 


ALL styles of watches from 
some catalogue reo, Safe Watc 
ork. 


MAGIC 


1.88 up. Haad- 
Co., 9 Murray 


AGIC LANTERNS 


EOP S, all prices. Views llagtrating 
brery subjecct tor PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, eto. 
Oe 4 pro able business for a man with a small capital 
Lanterns for Home Amusement, 250 Hus Catalogue fri 
McALLISTER, M. Opticians, 49 Nassau St. NsYs 


LITTLE LESSONS FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By MES. E. D. SLENKER. 
Boards. Ness - =- = cenis. 


street. New 


A good thing is always imitated; poor 
ones never. Ther: are many worthless 
imitations of POND'S EXTRACT. If 
you want to be CURED 


BEWARE or SUBSTITUTES 
WHICH DO NOT CURE. 


‘| There are 70 broad pages avd the price is only 


$679,694,439. |SCIENTIFICBOOKSCHEAP 


By the census of 1890, the 
above is the value of 


Church Property 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand 8 copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 


in the United Btates. deal for them money: 
Should. It Be Exempt Í TOM | The Rise and Early Constitution g Universities, 
: ities, 
Taxation ? as Laure. d ‘PD’ es eval | Education 


The Dawn of History; An Introduotion to Pre- 
Historio Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. loth, 75 cents, — 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth,75 cents. 

Fetishism: A Contribution to Anthropology an 
she History of Religion. By Fritz Schultz. 

3 cents. 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


Onr Pamphlet, with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, aud a Statement 
of Facts, giving. from, the Oensus of 1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Prover- 


ty in the United States and in the several States $ : 
and l'erritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or | English: Past and Present. By Richard Ohene- 
more inhabitants; so arranged a: to show at vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 


a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading D nominations and Denominational 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities. States. and Sections, all 
comparir ons being based upon official figures 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. Inno other work are the tacts, figures. 
and arguments to be found. The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, wi 
not be superseded until the cen:us of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. Theargnments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustide of church exemption is suffere 
to exist. 

By single copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribut.on by 
those who favor justice in taxation the following 


Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. % cents, 

Formation o? Vegetable Mould through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations. on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 76 cts 

Science and Crime, and Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. ‘By Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. 
Two books in one volume. "5 cents. 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by J oseph, Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch o the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lioyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death; an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 


reductions are made: O. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. 
Mn copies. - E E - un . % cents. 
fifty copies, —— . - $ ? TOU Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R. 
. One hundred copies - 8 00 SE. F.L 8., with 85 Tlusiratio ns. 8l 


Larger quantities at apectal rates. i 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York. | Ulugions: A Psychological Study. 


Bully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. br Sir John Lub- 
book, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.O L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. 

Geo'ogioal Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.B. 76 cents. 

Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 
Poet. of some Familiar Things. By W.M. 

iliams, F.0.8. Two books in one volume. 
75 cents. 


Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. 
Allen. 75 cents. 


SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 


Light Science for Leisure Hours 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 

Miscellaneous Essays. , 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. fix books in one volume. $1.50 


Christianity and Evoiution, 


By ARTHUR B MOSS. 
With Preface by J. M. WHEELER. 


ContEeNTs—The Pasgan Roots of Christianity. 
The Borrowings of Ohristianity. The Evolution 
of the Christian Trinity. ¢ riginal Sin and the 


By James 


MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


h 


By Grant 


H TLLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. Jurist. 


The text is poetical and the Illu:trations are | Atonement. Medley cf Gospels. Wanted 
fearful for ministers to behold Contemporary Eyidenoe. _ Paley’s * Evidences of 
Christiani;y” Examined. The Testimony of 


Paul. DidJesus Kise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Ohristian Oentu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn oi 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 
Price. Cloth. $1. < 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, 


25 CENTS, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Pl, New Yoik. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS. 


Right Living. Ethica as Understood by 
a Student of Science Cloth, $1, 
Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 
All in a Lifetime, A Liberal Romance. 
12mo, 800 pp., $1. : . 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 


Address 


Career, and Prophecy. 
A Lecture 


By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 


oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.25. ; 
The Story Hour. An Exeeptionally Hand- : "TIO, TO Canty: Ee 
some and Interesting Book, Without Bupersti. A little hook of 58 pages, fall of scientific 


tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers' Ohildren's Btory-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
tvpe, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to. 224 pP., boards, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London “* Free- 
thinker” says: * Itis by far the best production 
of Mr. Moss's pen, aod we heart ly recommend 
it as an excellent text-bock « f the subject. The 
manner is good and the stvle is br ght. The 
reader is carri d slong on an ea: y- flowing stre:m 
of science, history, ethice, and common-sense.” 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address TRE TRUTH SFEKER, 


28 Lafayette P1., New York. 
Ds 


Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. 


thought. The story of this great sciontist’s lif 
and works read; like an enchanting tale. 
Address THF TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, Now York Gitr, 


WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES 


A new edition of that splendia prose poem, 
“Life,” by "the prince of orators,” Col. TR, G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
.ürrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, * one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who now, as far &8 we 
know, stands alone in the living world.” It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. Fhe size is 12x16 inches, and the- 
price only 76 cents, post-paid. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette vlasce. New York. 
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aX 


A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Subjects— - 


Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible. II. God aud the Devil. III. Is the Bible Con- 
tradictory? IV. Jesus—Was He the Fulfillment of Hebrew Prophecy and Expectancy? V. Jesus 
the Teacher of Righteousness. VI Did the Disciples Look for an Immediate Resurrection? . 
What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Second Coming of Ohrist? VII The Christ Spirit Out- 
side the Bible. | What Is the sible? X. How Man Advances. XI. Why Do Men Oling to the 
Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer: XIII. Is Therea God? XIV. Reward and 


A Book that should be in the hands of all k the Light 
00 should be in ands of all who see ight. 
i A The Truth Qo se New York. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 15, 1894. 


JYews of the Yeck.| === 


Te diphtheria epidemic in Yonkers, 


N. Y., is over. 


ANOTHER member of the New Orleans |: 


common council has been convicted of 
bribery. 


Tur president has issued a proclamation 
announcing that the new treaty with 
China is now in force. 


Ex-Govzrnok Open Bown, of Mary- 


land, died at his home in Bowie on Dec. |. 


4. He was born in 1826. 


Tuere was almost a riot in the German 
Reichstag when half a dozen Socialist 
members refused to cheer the Kaiser. 


Jonn Burns, Labor Member of Parlia- 
ment, received a very cordial greeting in 
New York, although the Socialists criticise 
him sharply. 

Henry Houssaye, historian and critic, 
was elected member of the French 
Academy; Zola was a candidate, but did 
not receive a vote. 


Ox Dec. 3 two persons were killed and 
three injured by a car of the Delaware 
and Hudson railroad going into the lake 
at Whitehall, N. Y. l 


AccoRrDING to s recent Census Bulletin 
the number of people of foreign parentage 
(not birth) in the United States is equal 
to 83 per cent of the total population. 


AN officer of the Austrian army has been 
court-martialed and reduced to the ranks 
for wearing crape when dressed as a 
civilian and acting as a marshal at the 
funeral of Louis Kossuth. 


Tue Massachusetts Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals offers a 
reward of $25 for evidence sufficient to 
convict for violation of the state law 
against vivisections and dissections in the 
public schools. 


Jean Viotor Dunvv, the Academician 
and historian, died recently in Paris, aged 
eighty-three. His seat in the Academy 
has been filled by Henry Houssaye. As 
Minister of Education he was bitterly op- 
posed by the clericals. 


Tu High Court of Justice of Hungary 
has decided that Francis Kossuth, son of 
Louis Kossuth, is eligible to a seat in the 
Reichstag and Deputy Fouszek, an aged 
friend of the elder Kossuth, will resign his 
seat in favor of Francis. 


Conaress began its short session on 
Monday, Dec. 8. The president’s mes- 
sage was long and made several important 
recommendations, especially regarding 
the currency, all of which our readers will 
find in their political papers. 


SENATOR BUTLER, (f South Carolina, is 
trying to get the election law of that state 
declared unconstitutional, because of its 
discrimination against colored voters. He 
has been three times elected Senator by 
legislatures chosen under that law. 


LEON ABBETT, ex-governor and supreme 
court justice at the time of his death, died 
at his home in J sary J City on Dec. 4. He 
was one of the best known of the Eastern 
members of the Democratic party. He 
was born in Philadelphia, Oct. 8, 1886. 


Tur English Liberals hav lost another 
seat, this time in Lincolnshire. They re- 
cently lost one in Forfarshire, Scotland. 
This reduces their working majority to 
about ten, as the Parnellites are pledged 
to oppose them on all questions, Dissolu- 
tion seems to be near. 


Reusen F. Kors, signing himself 
s‘ Governor de jure of Alabama,” has 
‘iseued a proclamation to the legislature 
and the people of that state. He advises. 
his supporters to form clubs to assist the 
general object of his appeal for their 
rights, and to pay no taxes at present. 


A BILL has been introduced in the Ala- 
bama legislature making it a penal offense 
for anyone to attempt to exercise ihe 
duties of an office to which he has not 
been regularly declared elected. This is 
aimed at Kolb and the other Populists 
who recently had themselvs sworn in as 
state officers. 


Mrs. OLEVELAND has decided that the 
painting by Watts, ** Love and Life," re- 
fused a placein the White House by Colo- 
nel Wilson after the artist had presented 
it to the government, shall go to the 
Smithsonian Institution. She thinks that 
the presidential residence was notintended 
to be an art gallery. 


Some time ago the name of the Old 
Court House of Appomattox county, Va., 
was changed to ** Surrender ” by the post 
office department. The change created a 
great excitement, but it has now been de- 
cided to let the new name stand and to 
change the name of Nebraska, which town 
is now the county seat, to Appomattox. 


THe emperor of Austria-Hungary has 
approved the ecclesiastical bills adopted 
by the Hungarian Parliament. These are 
all in behalf of religious freedom. One 
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To the Senate and Assembly of the Legislature of the State of New York: 


We citizens of the State of New York, respectfully request you to repeal the Sunday law of this State. 


We ask this because, 


First, Sunday being a period of time of precisely the same nature as Saturday or Monday, there is no 


natural reason for its being elevated above or depressed below the other days of the week. 


Second, Said Sunday law is, in the best possible view of it, useless; it is wholly inoperative as a 
conserver of the rights of any inhabitant of the State. 


Third, It is invasive of the equal rights of the citizens of the State, an impertinent meddling with their 
private affairs, and its effect is to disturb their peace and rob them of their earnings. 


Fourth, In making or amending our laws, common sense and experience should be the guides, instead of 


sentiment—religious or otherwise. Experience has demonstrated that Sunday laws are not observed by the 
people, and common sense teaches that, in the nature of things, they never will be, for it cannot be wrong to 
do on one day what it is right to do on another. The people, feeling this and knowing this, will not be gov- 
erned by the dead churchmen who made these laws, which are anachronistic and have been perpetuáted by 


hypocrisy. Here we will call your attention to the words of Martin Luther, a churchman we are willing to 
put against the ecclesiastics of to-day : “ As regards the Sabbath, or Sunday, there is no necessity of keeping 


it. 


If anywhere the day is made holy for the mere day's sake—if anywhere anyone sets up its 


observance upon a Jewish foundation—then I order you to work on it, to dance on it, to ride on it, to feast. 
on it—to do anything that shall reprove this encroachment on the Christian spirit of liberty." 


Fifth, Sunday laws are vicious, for they are used as instruments of blackmail and of cruel oppression 


by the police of the cities, as the revelations of the Lexow. Committee abundantly show. They produce 


more crime than they could possibly prevent, for blackmail is more immoral than drinking. 


Sixth, All such laws are essentially religious in their intent and effect and as such they are opposed to 


the spirit of our institutions, which do not favor the union of church and state. 


The Sunday law of the 


State of New York is no exception to the rule, and it should be immediately repealed in the interest of relig- 


ious liberty, if for no other reason. 


This law is a survival from the time when there was a state church and 


the civil power enforced the Sunday law of the state church, just as it enforced that church’s blasphemy 


and heresy statutes. 


But where there is no state church the state has nothing to do with the enforcement 


of the domestic rules of any church or those of Christianity in its entirety. 


For these and other reasons we ask the entire repeal of the Sunday laws rather than a patching which 


shall discriminate against one business and foster another. 


We ask that the liquor trade be subject to the 
same rules on Sunday that it is on other days, and the same with all other kinds of business. 


It is not 


proper for the state to legislate in the interests of any legitimate trade as against any other legitimate trade, 


and we ask your careful attention to this admitted fact and particularly ask you to bear in mind the also 


admitted fact that Sunday laws are a fruitu] source and an adequate means of blackmail. 


legalizes civil marriages, another removes 
restrictions regarding children whose pa- 
rents are of different beliefs, another lifts 
Hebrews to the plane of religious equal- 
ity, and the fourth permits conversions 
from Christianity to Judaism. 


. Count FERDINAND pE Lessers, the pro- 
jector of the Suez Canal, died in Paris on 
Dec 7. Since the Panama revelations he 
has been in a state of comatose somno- 
lence. He did not know of his trial and 
conviction nor of the imprisonment of his 
son.. At the age of sixty he married Mlle. 


de Bragard, aged nineteen, and eleven 
children have been born to them, the last 
in 1885. De Lessops was eighty-nine at 
the time of his death. 


Tux World has sent its reporters around 
among the tenement houses owned by Trin- 
ity Church Corporation, and it sums up 
the result of their observations in the state- 
ments that ‘‘Its ramshackle tenement 
houses are not fit for human habitation ;" 
that they lack light and ventilation, are 
“ filthy, squalid quarters, with water only 
in backyards.” Richard Watson Gilder 


says the corporation should take immedi- 
ate steps to improve these premises. - 


_Governok Hoag, of Texas, sent a requi- 
sition to Governor Flower, of New York, 
for several of the Standard Oil Company’s 
officials, who are accused of violating the 
anti-trust law of Texas. Governor Flower 
refused to honor the requisition because 
of some technical defect, but it is also 
claimed that citizens of one state cannot 
be taken to another state to answer a 
criminal charge unless they are ‘‘ fugitive 
from justice ” from the latter state, 


THE]TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL FOR 1895 IS OUT. PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


A Journal of Freethought and Reform. 


Vol. 21. No. 51. PUBLISHED WEEKLY. } NewYork, Saturday, December 22, 1894,{28 LAFAYETTE PL. } $3.00 Per Year. 
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400 Years of 
From Columbus to Ingersoll 


Large Octavo, n65 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. 
Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


Freethought. 


pe By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Price, $5; with The 


141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE PORTRAITS 


Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, 


NANN 


HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Four Hunpzep YEARS OF 
Freernovcnt has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that the book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
wel] as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


LLANE an 


of the Past Four Hundred Years. 


PLO 


the present work, are the most finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver's skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunpzzp Years or Faxzrnovesr, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as & manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 
ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfila the promis of its inception, and is the most magnificent 
work ever issued by the Freethought Press. 


Price, $5. With “The Truth Seeker" One Year, $6.90. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 28 LarayzTTE Pracz, New Your. 


B02 THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


DECEMBER 22, 1894. 


LIST 
OF 


WITH 
THE 


PREMIUMS 


For $6.50 we will send Taz Truru Szxxzr one year ($3) and S.cf- 
Putnam’s “ Four Hundred Years of Freethought” ($5). Large Octavo, 1150 
pages, gilt sides and back, marbled edges—the most magnificent work ever 
issued by the Freethought Press. 140 Half Tone Engravings of the Promi- 
nent Freethinkers of the past four centuries. 


The object of this work is to present the Course of Freethought throughout 
the Civilized World from the time of Columbus and Bruno to the time of Inger- 
soll, Itisa radical Historic Record of the greatest developments of the human 
race. It reveals Freethought as an intellectual, moral, literary, social, industrial, 
and political movement. It shows what Freethought is in itself, how manifold are 
its influences, and with what promise we can hail its future triumph. ‘‘ Four 
Honprep YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT embraces the most illustrious pages of human 
history, adorned with the brightest genius, radiant with the most splendid poetry, 
rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
most shining advance. Nothing can be more interesting or more inspiring to the 
pioneer workers of to-day, to those who are stillin the van for human rights and 
progress, No Liberal can afford to be without this book. It contains the great- 
est thoughts and the greatest deeds of the greatest men in one harmonious and 
magnificent whole, & vivid picture of man’s sublimest evolution, with the added 
glory of woman's emancipation from the chains and slavery of a barbaric church | 


ocer A00 YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT FREE! 


TO GET 
Send us FOUR NEW YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS at regular rates 
SP. E CI. A L ($12 in all), and we will send the GETTER UP OF THE CL 


UB 
OFFE. R / “FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT ^ 
'^ FREE OF CHARGES. 


AND FURTHER—To aid our friends in getting this book for themselves, 


we will offer To the New Subscribers as a Premium, post 
free, a copy in boards of 


THE GREATEST BOOK OF ITS KIND EVER CONCEIVED. 
Old Testament Stories Comically Illustrated BRESFON) 
Or, if preferred, a copy cloth-bound of 


BELL’S HANDBOOK OF FREETHOUGHT, 


Will be sent for $4.75. Sugar fS 
gilt bowl, 50c. more, Address 


TRUTH SEEKER 


F or $5 we willsend Tse Truru Szzxer one year ($3) and “Paine’s 
eat Works Oomplete"($3). This edition of Paine’s works contains a 
ture of Paine, of the statue proposed to be erected in Chicago, and 
his monument in New Rochelle. 
For $5 we will send Taz Truru Sxxxz one year ($3) and “The World's 

Sages, Thinkers, and Reformers” ($3). By D. M. Bennett. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trurs Szzxer one year ($3) and James B. 
Alexander's * Dynamic Theory” ($2.75). This is a splendid offer, for every one 
wants this book. It has over a thousand large pages and more than four 
hundred illustrations. It is a digest of Science, and no one who studies it 
can help but be well-informed in all scientific matters. 

For $4.50 we will send Taz Trytu Srzxen one year ($3) and “The 
Freethinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in cloth ($2.50). 

For $4 we will send Tae Truru SEEKER one year ($3) and “The Free- 
thinker’s Pictorial Text-Book” in boards ($2). 

For $4 we will send Taz Truru Szzxzr one year ($3) and a copy of * Old 
Testament Stories Comically Illustrated," in cloth covers ($1.50). 


For $3.50 we will send Tuz Trura Szzxzr one year ($3) and “ Old Tes- 
tament Stories Comically Illustrated," in board covers ($1). 


AND l 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ONE YEAR, 


Will be sent for $4.50. The 


2.75 Pin and THE TRUTH 


EEEER one year for $5. 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon 


ons and TRUTH Ñ: R, $5. Either kind (Tea or Sugar) Spoon 
HE TRUTH SEE 


The TRUTH 
SEEKER and 


SUBSCRIBE FOR ! 


The Truth Seeker. 


NN 


MLS 


MAKE YOUR FRIENDS A PRESENT OF A TRIAL 
SUBSCRIPTION, 


Tnree months, (trial subscribers,) in advance, 
4 “ 


©ERMS AND SUBSGRIPTION BLANK 


es 
>% The Truth Seeker. § 
AR Drafto, Checho and Money Order», to be made payable to | 


X» M. MACDONALD, 


Ga TERMS => 


SAMPLE COPIES FREE. 
$0.75 One subscription with two new subscribers, in 


\ 


Six " - e o 1.50 one remittance, e © a > > > $700 

Single subscription, one year, . . 3.00 One subscription with three new subscribers, in 

One subscription two years, “ " - 5.00 one remittance, = > © è LL 8.50 

Two new subscribers, e" Soa s 5.00 One subscription with four new subscribers, in 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one one remittance, e > = ç © o 5 10.00 
remittance, e 2 7 = 9 5 500 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably with one remittance, 


ww Fl out the accompanying Subscription 
Biank and forward to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SOIR NO 


In connection with our “Missionary Scheme” of sending 
Eight Copies of Paine's “Age of Reason" to separate addresses 
for $1, we think that further good can be done by letting 
people read Tue Trurs Serger for awhile. 
make the following offer: 


To this end we 


To New Trial Subscribers, Three Months for 50 Cents. 


We feel confident that everyone who reads Tur Terors 
Szxxezr for three months will renew his subscription. 

We therefore respectfully urge our present subscribers 
to bear this offer in mind when sending their renewals, and to 
make an effort to send us one or 


A Club of Trial Subscriptions. 


` For clubbing terms for renewals use the Blank adjoining 
his at the rates given. 
|. We hope that all readers to whose notice the paper comes 
will send us a six or twelve months’ subscription, but if they do 
not feel like subscribing for either term we shall be thankful if 
they will fill the blank out for a trial subscription of three months. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Latayette PL, New York. 


It is thus seen that any of our friends who will take the trouble to get a new subscriber at the regular rate ($3) 
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and chapel, that is, between the established church 
and the dissenting sects. Each brought out all its 
reserves, the usual “stay-at-home” vote. The re- 
sult was a phenomenally large poll. 

Mr. Watts himself, Mr. Foote, Mr. Wheeler, and 
other Secular leaders are not despondent over the 
result; they hay learned some valuable lessons, and 
will make the most of them. They know now where 
their friends are and just what the religious party 
intends todo. They are glad the vote they polled 
had the effect of defeating some “ Progressiv ” can- 
didates, and they are determined to go ahead and 
defeat more in the next election, and keep on doing 
o | 80 until the people become tired of the farce of re- 
ligious instruction in the schools and join with the 
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don from 21,352 to 72,074. This includes the So- 
cialistic vote, the platform of that party pledging 
its candidates to non-religious instruction. Con- 
cluding his review of the situation, Mr. G. W. 
Foote says: 
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‘*The * Progressivs’ who think the religious question 
ean be shirked are grievously mistaken. It has been 
raised once for all, and it must be settled. Church and 
chapel will go on fighting each other until the ‘secular’ 
constable comes in to restore peace. Asa matter of fact 
—and Mr. Diggle [clerical] glosts over it—the ‘ Pro- 
gressivs’ hay pledged themselvs absolutely to Bible- 
reading. In other words, the Bible is to be kept in the 
schools forever as God's word; and men like Graham 
Wallas are promoting the monstrous swindle! Very well 
then. It is plain challenge to the party of secular edu- 
cation, and those who are found in the enemy’s camp will 
know what to expect when we confront them. Meau- 
while there is a great duty incumbent on Secularists. 
No alternativ is left us but to show the real nature of 
this book which is forced upon board-school children. 
We shall hav to prosecute an anti-Bible campaign with 
‘| all possible vigor in London and perhaps especially in 
Finsbury. Lectures must be delivered, telling leaflets 
must be scattered, and the reticence of mere etiquet must 
be thrown to the winds. Church and chapel are all one 
to us; so are ‘ Diggleite’ and ‘Progressiv.’ They stand 
by an open Bible [in the schools], and the Bible must be 
the object of our attack. Those who thought the time 
for ‘ destructiv criticism’ was over hav been living in a 
fool’s paradise. We must do our utmost to open the eyes 
of the multitude, and our war cry in this great fight is, 
‘Down with the Bible.’” 


————— 

Judicial Inconsequentialities and Sophisms. 

The Supreme Court of Michigan recently affirmed 
the constitutionality of the Sunday law of that 
state. The legal friend who sends us some excerpts 
from the decision of the court thinks that that part 
of it which deals with the physiological aspects of 
the question is an obiter dictum, inasmuch as the 
court had stated that the issue before it was one 
simply of constitutional interpretation. With all 
due respect for the probably superior judgment of 
our friend in a technical matter of this kind, we 
nevertheless must express our opinion that the 
judges were under the necessity of showing that it 
was constitutional to compel the observance of a 
day of rest, else they would be obliged to declare 
the state Sunday law invalid, for, leaving the excep- 
tion clause to one side as & mere incident not 
vitally affecting the law either pro or con, it is clear 
that the statute in question is a piece of religious 
legislation, and as such is forbidden by the consti- 
tution of the state. But when the exception clause 
is taken into consideration, it is, if possible, still 
clearer that the Sunday law of Michigan is uncon- 
stitutional. With these facts staring them in the 
face, it is not strange that the judges cast about 
them for “sanitary” sanctions for the statute, and 
this is why they quoted the paragraph from Coo- 
ley’s * Constitutional Sanctions,” the intent being 
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** Down With the Bible.” 


Mr. Charles Watts did not win a seat on the 
London School Board, but he made a strong fight 
in Finsbury and has sounded the keynote of the 
issue for coming years. He polled 7,642 votes, 
about one thousand less than Mr. Forder received 
three years ago. But the religious question was 
not so much in evidence in Mr. Forder's canvass, 
Besides, there was another secular education candi- 
date this year—Mr. Hobert, Social Democrat, who 
received 4,065 votes. Three years ago Mr. Forder 
had the support of the Pall Mall Gazette, the 
Daily News, the Star, and other organs of the 
political Liberals. This year the seculat vote was 
cast on a clear-cut issue—it was for no religious in- 
struction of any kind in the public schools. As 
Mr. Foote says, it “can be depended upon as a 
solid nucleus in all future struggles.” It was cast 
in the face of the most strenuous appeals not to 
* gplit the Progressiv vote." This year Mr. Watts 
was boycotted by the entire press. The “ Pro- 
gressiv " newspapers refused to report his meetings ; 
during the last week of the contest they failed to 
print any but the “ Progressiv ” list of candidates. 
Thus the public was denied the information it had 
a right to expect; thousands of voters did not 
know that Mr. Watts was running. This would 
not hav mattered much in a small district, but 
Finsbury is miles in extent and has ninety thou- 
sand electors. Again, all the Liberal and Radical 
party machinery in London was used in the interest 
of the ** Progressiv ” candidates. Many who called 
themselvs Secularists, “men who profess un- 
bounded admiration for the late Charles Bradlaugh, 
were battling for the ‘Compromise ’—that is, for 
forcing the Bible upon helpless little children in 
the public schools," as Mr. Foote expresses it. 
Then the fight was a stand-up one between church 


to show that, while the man who had religiously 
observed one day of the week by abstaining from 
labor could not be compelled to observe another, 
the exemption clause which protected him could 
not be invoked to shelter another man who had 
failed to keep some special holy day and who yet 
worked on Sunday. The Supreme Court of Michi- 
gan was remorselessly forced by the constitution 
of the state to find in the decisions of other 
courts and in that vague thing, “the police power 
of the state,” & secular, that is human need and 
justification for Sunday laws, as the constitution 
itself debarred it from sustaining the law on divine 
grounds. 
decision is in flagrant defiance of the state consti- 
tution; but this is not the first state supreme 
court which has so flouted the organic law, and we 
might as well make up our minds now as later that 


Of course it is indisputable that the 


until the people get their eyes open and arise in 
their strength and destroy the political church the 
courts will continue to decide that Sunday laws are 
constitutional because they are not in the nature of 
religious legislation, although every unprejudiced 
person who has common sense knows that they are. 
Until we hav judges who get their interpretation of 
our constitutions from those instruments themselvs 
instead of from the American Sabbath Union and 
its allies, we shall continue to hav decisions handed 
down which brush aside the organic laws’ inhibition 
of Sunday statutes with the specious plea that it is 
‘ag sanitary” safeguards that these statutes are 
enacted, and that, as such, they are constitutional. 

In the case before us the court seems to hav been 
anxious to make the Sunday law perpetual, to re- 
move all objections that might be raised against it, 
for it went outside of the argument of counsel to 
answer possible criticisms. The court says: 

** Another question which naturally presents itself, but 
which has not been discussed by respondent’s counsel, is 
whether the law is open to the objection that it is class 
legislation for the reason that those who Observe the 
seventh day of the week are excepted from its provisions.’’ 

A Louisana case is cited in which it was held that 
such a provision is unconstitutional, because it dis- 
criminates between religious sects; but the provi- 
sion has been in force in Michigan since 1846, and 
while the question has never been passed upon 
directly, its validity has been assumed in a number 
of cases. The question was raised in Indiana, where 
the constitution contains this inhibition : 

‘*The general assembly shall not grant to auy citizen, 
or to any class of citizens, privileges or immunities which, 


upon the same terms, shall not belong equally to all 
citizens.” 


In the light of this, the Indiana court said of the 
Sunday law of that state: 

‘t The framers of the statute meant to leave it to the 
consciences and judgments of the citizens to choose be- 
tween the first and seventh days of the week. One or the 
other of these days they mustrefrain from common labor. 
Which it shall be is to be determined by their own con- 
sciences. It was not the purpose of the lawmakers to 
eompel any class of conscientious persons to abstain from 
labor upon two days in every week.” 

We quote this here in order to ask why the 
legislature assumed that those who did"not care to 
abstain from “common labor” on either of these 
days should be branded as persons who are not 
conscientious, and why every citizen must abstain 
from labor on one or the other of these days? The 
Indiana Sundsy statute is undoubtedly unconstitu- 
tional, for it grants to. Adventists and ordinary 
Christians a privilege not granted on the same 
terms “ equally to all citizens.” These two classes 
of Christians are permitted to choose the days upon 
which they will work and the day upon which they 
will rest, a right of choice expressly denied to all 
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other citizens. 
Adventists the 
people.) 


The Michigan court also refers to the decision of 
the Ohio Supreme Court, which held that a Sunday 
law without the exception clause was unconstitu- 
Now, as we hav already shown by their 
own words, all this talk about the possible class 
legislation of the seventh-day exception clause was 
entirely outside the question raised by the respond- 
ent’s counsel, and seems to hav been introduced for 
the purpose of darkening the argument as affecting 
the constitutionality or unconstitutionality of the 
Sunday statute. Section Thirty-nine of Article Four 


tional. 


of the constitution of Michigan declares that “ the 
legislature shall pass no law to prevent any person 
from worshiping Almighty God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience.” By what right 
does the legislature assume that mere abstention 
from labor constitutes worship according to the dic- 
tates of one’s conscience, while to engage in work is 
a demonstration that one is not worshiping accord- 
ing to the dictates of his conscience? If the legis- 
lature is correct in its assumption, then the tramp 
is engaged in worship while the minister and church 
organist are not. Certainly it needs no argument 
to prove that the right not to worship is the correl- 
ativ of the right to worship ; neither is of any value 
without the other. If one has no choice he has no 
liberty. Therefore, the Sunday law of Michigan is 
violaiiv of the constitution of that state. But there 
is more in that instrument that the court has over- 
looked or to which it has purposely shut its eyes. 
Section Forty-one of Article Four reads as follows: 

** The legislature shall not diminish or enlarge the civil 
or political rights, privileges, or capacities of any person 
on account of his opinion or belief concerning matters of 
religion.” 

And the legislature has immediately, deliber- 
ately, and directly proceeded to do the very thing 
which it was expressly forbidden to do, and now 
comes the Supreme Court and sustains it in its 
usurpation of power. The legislature has enlarged 
the civil rights, privileges, and capacities of Chris- 
tians and diminished the civil rights, privileges, 
and capacities of non-Christians, and it has done 
this because in the one instance they were Ohris- 
tians and in the other instance they were not 
Ohristians. Ministerial and lay representativa of 
the church hav gone to the legislature and demanded 
that a certain day which they believe or claim to 
believe is holy shall be set aside for purposes of 
worship (*rest" is a very modern euphemism for 
worship) and that whosoever works or plays on this 
day of worship shall be punished by the civil powers. 
The legislature has granted their request. Thus 
those who do not believe in Christianity or in the 
Sunday dogma are compelled to render obedience 
to certain commands of the church under stress of 


the pains and penalties of the law. The Christians |. 


because they are Christians are enabled to dominate 
over the rationalists because they are rationalists. 
Christians may choose which of two days they will 
hav for worship or idleness without worship, but 
the non-Christian can hav no right of choice as to 
which days he will employ in labor or recreation, 
so far as the one day which the orthodox Christian 
holds to be sacred is concerned. The Constitution 
of Michigan forbids legislation in the interest of 
religion. The legislature of Michigan legislates in 
the interest of religion, and the Supreme Court of 
the state decides that these religious enactments 
are constitutional, because, forsooth, the legislature 
is qualified to decide when the citizen is tired 
enough to need rest and does not know enough to 
rest of his own volition ! 

The court next proceeds to reason regarding the 
alleged “sanitary” basis for Sunday laws, and in 
so doing it incidentally pulls aside the veil from the 
face of the Fury of religious intolerance, who for 
her own base purposes is just now masquerading 
as the Angel of Rest for the poor, down-trodden 
“laborer.” It says: 


‘The better reason for maintaining the police power 
to prohibit citizens from engaging in secular pursuits on 
Sunday is the necessity of such regulation as & sanitary 
measure. As to those employments which are noiseless, 
and harmless in themselves; and conducted in à manner 


(Of course, we include with the 
Jews and all other seventh-day 


not calculated to offend those who, from religious seru- 
ples, observe Sunday as the Lord's day, this necessity 
appears to be the only valid source of legislativ power ; 
and this is based upon the fact that experience has de- 
monstrated that one day’s rest is requisit for the health 
of most individuals, and not all individuals possess the 
power to observe 8 day of their own volition.” l 

Here we are told that under conceivable contin- 
gencies certain industries might be permitted on 
Sunday were it not that those engaged in them 
should be compelled to rest for their health’s sake. 
What are these might-be-allowed industries? Those 
that are “noiseless and harmless in themselvs,” it 
is replied. And what.is the contingency under 
which these noiseless and in themselvs harmless oc- 
cupations may be engaged in by the citizen? Why, 
bless you, he may engage in noiseless and harmless 
work on Sunday when he does so “in a manner not 
calculated to offend those who, from religious scru- 
ples, observe Sunday as the Lord’s day”! The 
mask is off, the veil is lifted, and now we know that 
we may do as we please in innocent work—i/ the 
state thinks we do not need to rest and ¿f we labor 
in a way not to offend the “religious scruples” of 
the Christian! So it is not to protect the Christian 
from noisy Sunday work and the citizen from de- 
moralizing traffic that we hav “Sabbath” laws. 
Such statutes are designed to prevent the Christian 
from having his feelings hurt by the sight or knowl- 
edge of work done on the Lord's day! No matter 
how innocent in itself the man’s occupation may be; 
no matter how quiet he is, he is still deserving of 
punishment—in addition to what he should get for 
not “resting” when good grandmother state thinks 
that he should—if his labors “ offend” the “religious 
scruples” of some superstitious Christian! Nothing 
is said about the possibility of his offending any but 
“religious” scruples, or people with that kind of 
scruples. Presumably the scruples of none but 
Christians would be hurt by work that was at once 
noiseless and harmless, and it needs to be said right 
here that theirs would not be if all such work were 
not in competition with the noisy and harmful] work 
of the pulpit tyrants. In this connection it is in 
order for the Michigan judges to explain what justi- 
fication there is for Sunday laws forbidding quiet 
and harmless amusements. The “rest” pretense 
is not available, for even judges should know that 
the best rest is change, and that therefore all forms 
of recreation that are not in themselvs unhygienic 
are beneficial and cannot be forbidden on Sunday 
on “ sanitary ” grounds to those who hav labored on 
other days. But we all know that the true Sabba- 
tarian hates Sunday amusements with as virulent 
and unreasoning & hatred as he does Sunday work, 
and for precisely the same reason—they “offend” 
his “religious scruples.” This fact exposes the 
hollowness and hypocrisy of the priest's suddenly 
developed interest in the cause of weekly “rest” 
and “ sanitation.” 

In a future article we shall continue this subject, 
exposing more judicial sophisms and tracing the 
genesis of the Puritan Sunday. 


The Campaign in This State. 


We hope our readers will giv us what moral and 
financial aid they can in circulating the petition to 
the legislature for the repeal of the Sunday laws in 
this state. It is particularly the fight of the citizens 
of New York, but as every struggle of this kind any- 
where in the country helps in all states, aid from 
outsiders interested in the attempt to realize the 
Nine Demands will not be refused. 

The time is particularly opportune this winter, as 
there is to bé a general discussion of the Sunday 
issue at Albany. The liquor dealers of the state seqm 
to hav been promised by both parties—and very 
strongly by the party which won in the late election 
—that their interests shall be considered, and 
legislation in their interests enacted. This is gen- 
erally understood to mean opening the saloons for 
a portion of each Sunday. Of course such legisla- 
tion will be strenuously resisted by the ecclesiastics, 
who see in this another chance for the people to 
slip away from them. The matter will be argued 
pro and con, and the church will show her hand, 
and the clergy are sure to expose the real animus of 
their protests against the proposed law, which is to 


save to themselvs the day on which they earn their 
living. 

This will giv the Freethinkers their opportunity, 
and they will miss it sadly if they do not jump in 
and see that the legislators hav the true doctrin on 
the Sunday question presented to them. 

We propose to send the petitions out all through 
the state, together with printed arguments against 
any Sunday legislation; to get the petitions signed 
numerously and presented to every member of the 
Senate and Assembly; and when the Sunday legis- 
lation is referred to the proper committee for con- 
sideration and. recommendation thereon, it is our 
intention to hav s:me good men represent the 
Freethinkers and make some speeches to that 
committee. 2 

This wil cost money—a good deal of it. We 
ought to hav five hundred dollars at least. The 
clerical forces will spend thousands of dollars. The 
Freethinkers cannot do that, but we believe they 
ean raise enough to do what.we hav so briefly out- 
lined. Tux Trurs Serxer is bound to do something 
to start the thing going, and how vigorous we can 
make the fight will depend upon how much we are + 
aided. A ten dollar bill will do a great deal, and 
we would like to hav every New Yorker who can 
afford it send us one of them to push this along. If 
you cannot send ten, send five, or four, or whatever 
you can spare for this work. Within the next week 
we shall spend at least fifty dollars to open the ball, 
and we would lke some help promptly. 

Let us hear from you at once, friends, so we can 
know what to depend upon. The more you send 
the hotter will we make the fight. 


Touched in a Tender Place. 

The American politician and agitator is very re- 
spectful to the church. In fact, he is afraid of it. 
Before it he appears cap in hand. He givs it what 
it wants, generally. If it says that a Fair should be 
shut on Sunday he obediently passes a law to shut 
it—and then slips in himself with his friend the 
director. If it wants the saloons closed on Sunday 
he closes them—in front—and sneaks in at the side 
door when he gets thirsty. If it demands a general 
Sunday law he gratifies the whim—and then pro- 
ceeds, in common with millions of others, to pay no 
attention to the law. If afew Freethinkers and 
Adventists are persecuted and imprisoned under 
this statute—well, so much the worse for them; 
they should not be animated by a principle; he is 
not; does not believe that such over-niceness 
* pays." If the church wants its property exempt 
from taxation, all right; let them hav it; he has no 
time to fool with constitutional questions; all he can 
do is to attend to his fences. Suppose that this ex- 
emption does slightly increase his own taxes—what 
of that? He will make it up quickly enough if the 
orthodox electors reward him with the reélection or 
the promotion that he is after. He finds it very 
convenient to get off cute little religious catch words 
on the stump; it doesn’t hurt anybody, and it is 
always good policy to cast a theological “ anchor to 
windward.” The Christians are apparently in a big 
majority, and so what self-respecting politician could 
think of hurting their feelings by telling the truth 
concerning the usurpations of the church or letting 
“the cat out of the bag” in regard to his own real 
views? Heis no “crank”! Of course the papers, 
while considerably more independent—we mean the 
metropolitan journals, chiefly—are far from having 
minds of their own all the time, and are pretty sure 
to rebuke the luckless wight who happens to giv 
utterance to an unpopular truth about the church. 
If anything of the kind must be said, they are the 
ones who should say it, in their own good time and 
way. That is what they think. 

John Burns, Member of Parliament, came to the 
United States a few weeks ago, and it is already plain 
that he is not a “practical politician.” He does not 
always sacrifice to the popular gods. He occasion- 
ally indulges in the luxury of saying what he thinks 
when what he thinks is not what his auditors think. 
This is unpardonable. What business has a labor 
leader with a mind of his own? Well, Mr. Burns 
was at a banquet where he had the temerity to re- 
mark that in walking and riding about New York 
he had discovered that there were a great many 
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costly churches, especially along Fifth avenue, and 
he said that “there will never be any reciprocity 
between rich and poor so long as the rich hav so 
many churches.” This rank heresy has shocked the 
Times awfully. It says that Mr. Burns “has 
already made one serious mistake.” He began to 
agitate, we are solemnly told, before he had learned 
* the difference between the conditions of agitation 
in this country and in his own." ‘It is stated that 
for the lack of knowledge of this difference he has 
at times presented the appearance of “a chimera 
bombinating in a vacuum.” That must be terrible. 
The Times wants to know wherein the multiplic- 
ity of costly churches hinders reciprocity. It occurs 
to us that the thoughtful laborer in the humbler 
walks of life might reflect that here are gorgeous 
club-houses in which the rich meet to display their 
fineries and secure desirable alliances for their sons 
and daughters, and that it is hardly fair that these 
ostentatious reception rooms should be exempt 
from taxation while the few belongings of the poor 
are thereby compelled to bear additional burdens. 
It is quite possible that these towering piles hinder 
reciprocity by keeping before the minds of the 
ordinary people of the city the fact that the churches 
of the rich are oftentimes built and kept in repair 
by money raised in the form of rentals from the 
miserable tenements of the poor. Even the Times 
might hav perceived a fact so glaringly conspicuous 
as this. It is also not entirely without the bounds 
of possibility that reciprocity is not so easily ob- 
tainable as it would be if a great many of the 
manual and mental workers of the city did not 
realize that the people who frequent these “dim 
cathedral aisles” and the ministers who stand in 
the pulpits and break the fashionable bread of life 
hav within their homes the means of passing their 
Sundays very agreeably, and if not, that they can 
drive out in their carriages, while the masses of the 
people are dependent for recreation on far Jess 
convenient and luxurious agencies, and that the 
clergy and many of the ultra respectables among 
the laity are constantly clamoring for the suppres- 
sion of what few means of amusement and instruc- 
tion are accessible to the poorer people on Sunday. 
While the preachers and other self-vaunted moralists 
continue their agitation for rigid Sunday laws and 
the like there is bound to be a lack of reciprocity 
between the owners and users of the big churches 
and those who are called the “ common people." 
The Times observes that while. in England the 
church “is regarded by the poor as an oppressor,” 
“no poor man in America looks upon it in that 
light.” This is simply not true, and if it were it 
would be a reflection on the intelligence of all 
American people of moderate means. Numbers of 
: laboring people regard the church as an oppressor 
because she demands Sunday laws; because she has 
her property exempted from taxation; because she 
forces the Bible into the schools; because she 
seeks to prescribe the literature, art, and amuse- 
ments of the people; because she is continually 


striving to secure from the political powers privi- 


leges which would be necessarily oppressiv as re- 
gards non-conformists, and because she socially 
and financially ostracizes those who do not accept 
her theological creeds, or, accepting, do not find it 
convenient to activly aid her in her enterprises and 
in her schemes for the overthrow of civil and re- 
ligious liberty. 

«No nativ American,” sapiently remarks the 
Times,” entertains any activ hostility to churches 
or to religion.” This is decidedly amusing. What 
does this paper take the nativ Americans for if it 
really supposes that, in spite of the intolerable 
aggressions of many of the churches, none of these 
American-born citizens feel hostil to the church and 
to the religious intolerance which makes so many 
churchmen tyrants to the full extent that the laws 
and that the better public opinion permit? Does 
it think that we are all contented slaves? To be 
sure, there is not enough independence of church- 
grandyism, but the picture of American indifference 
. is not nearly so black as the Times has painted it. 
We are told that “purveyors of publie amusement 
find it very much against their interest to satirize 
the churches or the religious sentiment.” No doubt 
true, to quite an extent, but it by no means follows 


that there is not a considerable. contingent of nativ 
Americans ready to applaud the hits at the expense 
of the church which are occasionally heard on the 
stage. And what about Colonel Ingersoll’s immense 
audiences? Are there no nativ Americans among 
the hundreds of thousands who, in the course of a 
lecture season, giv him such hearty applause as he 
satirizes and excoriates the church, her creeds, and 
her Bible? Finally, Mr. Burns is warned that he 
* will do himself and his cause nothing but harm by 
opposing that sentiment" favorable to the church, 
which we are assured animates the bosoms of all 
*nativ Americans.” We hope that the Englishman 
will keep right on telling the truth as he has done 
in the instance which has so disturbed the Times; 
it will not hurt him at home and will do the * cause" 
good everywhere. Frankness isa tonic that our 
editors and politicians cannot be dosed with too 
generously. They are sick nigh unto moral death 
for the lack of it. 


We wish our readers would look at the date on 
their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal. If they find they do, it will be a great favor 
to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
ience, as we need the money. Owing to various 
causes, more than the usual number are in arrears 
at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn’t mention it. We like to keep square 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hav to get behind with others. We hav no capital 
to fall back upon, and depend upon getting our 
dues to giv others their due. If our friends who 
are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 
upon, it will be, as we hav said, a great favor to us, 
and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 


ace UI" CONUM DEREN 

Capt. Robert C. Adams, the genial whooper-up of 
all things Secular in Canada—and elgwhere, for that 
matter—was in town a few days last week, and re- 
lated a pleasing and encouraging story of the new 
town he has been chiefly instrumental in founding 
in British Columbia. The town is brand new, and 
though it has leaped from nothing to the third 
town in the province in & year, the preachers hav 


not yet got anybody there foolish enough to giv them 


money to build a meeting-house. The town has a 


eourt-house, wherein one case lasting twenty 


minutes has been disposed of, and the authorities 
are building a jail in anticipation of the advent of the 
religious element. But sofar—and this is what we 
started out to say—only one man of God has been 
there, and the only congregation he could get was 
one woman and two children—both girls, one five 
and the other seven years old. The founders of 
the town are all Freethinkers and the people seem 
to follow the lead of the rational captain and his 
partners. The name of this paradise is Midway, 
and anyone desiring further information about it can 
write to Capt. R. C. Adams, Montreal, P. Q. 


The Independent, referring to the investigations 
of the Tenement House Commission as they affect 
Trinity Corporation, quotes this remark made by 
the secretary of the commission: “Trinity Church 
Corporation has not made a very strong effort to 
help the Board of Health in its endeavors to im- 
prove the condition of the dwellings of the poor.” 
The Independent comments: * We are sorry that 
such things should be said of a church corporation.” 
This, taken alone, would be interpreted by us to 
mean that the Independent is sorry that such things 
should need to be said of a church corporation, but 
when we read further along we are almost compelled 
to let the sentence stand as the editor wrote it. 
Here is the succeeding observation to which we 
refer : ee 

** We mentioned, last week, the fact that a member of 
the faculty of a theological seminary had just allowed a 
saloon to be opened in one of his buildings. Such things 
ought not to be. They bring reproach upon the church 
and the cause of Christ.” 


Is it the only reason why those things “ought 
not to be” that “they bring reproach upon the 
hurch and the cause of Christ”? Has the Znde- 


pendent nothing to say in condemnation of the 
wrongfulness of Trinity's treatment of its tenants 
and the leasing of buildings for saloon purposes 
except that such conduct brings reproach on the 
church ? 
not leave this impression on the minds of its read- 
ers, ag it will if it does not explain itself more clearly. 


We hope that the journal named will 


The fall and winter being more particularly the 


reading season, and naturally the renewing of. 
subscription season, we hope that-.our friends will 
make a little effort to send Taz Truta Srexer some 
new subscribers. 
hav had to drop off during the past eighteen 
months of panic and dullness in the business world, 
and we need some more to take their places and push 
on the work. Our friends hav never failed usin an 
emergency, and we again venture to ask them to do 
something to help by inducing new subscriptions. 
We hav tried to make this easy by the premium 
offers printed on the second page of this paper, 
and we think considerable can be done by our 
friends if they will take the trouble to speak a good 
word for us to their Liberal acquaintances. 


A good many of our old ones 


To those who feel like presenting Taz Trutu 


Szxxer, for a short time to some dear friend, our 
Trial Subscription offer opens the way ata small 


cost. A great many of the Liberals to whom Tux 
Trutn Serxse is first sent this way become perma- 


nent subscribers and earnest workers in the cause 


of mental liberty. 

And lastly, after you hav induced some acquaint- 
ance to subscribe, and sent Tus TzaurH SEEKER 
three months to some friend, send us the names of 
allthe Liberals you know, and we will send them 
sample copies, and see if they, too, will not sub- 
scribe. We need them all. 


The Christian Advocate says: 


‘There is not a word in the Bible that is not based on 
the assumption of & supernatural revelation—its fact, its 
necessity, its reality, its consequent authority.” 

Could superstition further go? Did Luke hav 
such a claim in mind when he wrote in the begin- 
ning of his gospel (as per Revised Version) : 

** Porasmuch at many hav taken in hand to draw up a 
narrativ concerning those matters which hav been ful- 
filled among us, even as they delivered them unto us, 
which from the beginning were eye-witnesses and 
ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, having 
traced the course of all things accurately from the first, to 
write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, that 
thou mightest know the certainty concerning the things 
wherein thou wast instructed.” 


The revisers insert a foot-note in which they al- 
ternativly render the last clause of the above by 
this expression: “Or, which thou wast taught by 
word of mouth.” This amounts to the declaration 
of the Authorized Version that he, Luke, had given 
himself the task of writing out an account of the 
events which others had also attempted to set forth 
in order concerning “the things most commonly 
believed " among the Christians of that time. Where 
is there the “assumption of a supernatural revela- 
tion” in these statements of the person who writes 
over the signature of'Luke? He makes no claim 
to being inspired, but puts himself in the attitude 
of a simple chronicler of certain alleged events which 
he had received by word of mouth from those who 
asserted that they were eye-witnesses of those 
events. Dr. Buckley should be too wary a theo- 
logian to make such a “ break” as this. 


- The Catholic Union and Times remarks that the 
‘must of Paine and Voltaire still hangs round” 
the lectures of Ingersoll. But this assertion does 
nothing toward answering the arguments of either 
Colonel Ingersoll or the illustrious dead. At the 
same time the religious paper named wonders why 
“the little fraud doesn’t try to answer Father 
Lambert.” Does the Rev. Father Cronin suppose 
that Colonel Ingersoll can stop to answer every 
priest or preacher who chooses to attack him 
There was nothing notable in Father Lambert's 
book except the prodigious number of faulty syllo- 
gisms, and those hav been pretty effectually ex- 
posed for the Freethinkers by Lacy, Watts, and 
others. 
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At the Book Table. 


In these days everyone who reads is thinking 
and talking about that wonderful land in the far 
East—Japan. We are amazed at the marvelous 
facility and the lightning speed with which it has 
seized upon and assimilated “ Western Civilization." 
Most of us are, of course, quite sure that it will be 
a great gainer thereby; that it will slough off its 
superstitions and become a beacon light to that 
part of the world. But there are not wanting those 
who perceive that there must be wise discrimination 
in the process of assimilation or some of the gen- 


tlest of the virtues of that great people will suffer, | 


perhaps irretrievably, by contact with and im- 
itation of the West. One thing seems to be already 
certain, and that is that Japan is almost sure to 
burden herself with debt and thereby sink a large 
number of her people into abject and hopeless pov- 
erty if she persists in her present determination to 
assume a place with the nations of Europe as a 
great war power. The maintenance of immense 
military establishments and costly navies is the 
curse of the countries of the Old World, and if Japan 
follows their example, she will soon find herself, as 
they long ago found themselvs, in the remorseless 
grasp of the money lenders. If she can retain the 
best of her old civilization and absorb only the best 
of that of the West she will take her place in the 
very forefront of the world’s advance. . 

What the best of that civilization is Mr. Lafcadio 
Hearn* has most charmingly told us in these two 
octavo volumes. The telling is with him a labor of 
love. To the keen, penetrating vision of the'scien- 
tific observer there are added in him the warm gym- 
pathy of the humanitarian and the delicate appreci- 
ation and insight of the poet and artist. He was 
for four yearsa teacher in the schools of the Island 
Empire and in that time he made himself acquainted 
with the people—their religions, their social cus- 
toms, their industries, their literature, their art—as 
only one could who loved them and had their con- 
fidence. In his “Tales of Old Japan,” Mr. Mit- 
ford wrote in 1871: “Of the inner life of the Japa- 
nese the world at large knows but little—their 
religion, their superstitions, their ways of thought, 
the hidden springs by which they move—all these 
are as yet mysteries.” It is this invisible life that 
is the Unfamiliar Japan of which we get a few 
glimpses in these volumes of Mr. Hearn’s. He 
modestly says that a residence of four years is all 
too short, even for one who tries to adopt their 
habits and customs, to begin to feel at home in 
that land of strangeness. The popular religious 
ideas—in particular the ideas having a Buddhistic 
source—and the curious superstitions adverted to 
in these sketches, are little shared by the educated 
classes. The occidentalized Japanese is indifferent 
toward abstract ideas in general and metaphysical 
speculations in particular; otherwise he “stands 
almost on the intellectual plane of the cultivated 
Parisian or Bostonian.” Toward the great religious 
questions of the day his attitude is one of perfect 
apathy. He is inclined, according to Mr. Hearn, to 
treat with undue contempt all conceptions of the 
supernatural, and this necessarily leads him to dis- 
regard the genesis of the superstitions of his coun- 
trymen, and thus to unintentionally aid the West- 
ern missionaries in their proselyting work. “For 
him, superstitions are simply superstitions; their 
relation to the emotional nature of the people in- 
terests him not at all.” There are some exceptions 
to this rule, notably Viscount Torio. Mr. Hearn 
thinks that this attitude of the scientifically edu- 
cated among the Japanese is due to the shame they 
still feel that they once held religious beliefs. . To 
illustrate his meaning Mr. Hearn says: 

* Most of us who now call ourselvs Agnostics can 
recollect the feelings with which, in the period of 
our fresh emancipation from a faith far more irra- 
tional than Buddhism, we looked back upon the 
gloomy theology of our fathers. Intellectual Japan 
has become Agnostic within only a few decades; and 
the suddenness of this mental revolution sufficiently 
explains the principal, though perhaps not all, the 
causes of the present attitude of the superior 
classes toward Buddhism.” 

The exquisit charm of Japanese life, so different 
from that of other countries, is to be found in the 
interior, away from the Westernized centers. It 
was there that Mr. Hearn went to study as he 
taught, and his story of travel and association is as 
fascinating as the better novels of the best writers 
and as instructiv as history, descriptiv sociology, 
and science combined. Referring to what he saw 
there our author says: 

“This is the life of which a foreign observer 
can never weary, if fortunate and sympathetic 


* Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan. By Lafcadio Hearn. 
Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Company. 
2 vols., 8vo., 699 pp. Price, $4. 


enough to enter into it—the life that forces him 
sometimes to doubt whether the course of our 
boasted Western progress is really in the direction 
of moral development. Each day, while the years 
pass, there will be revealed to him some strange 
and unsuspected beauty in it. Like other life, it 
has its darker side; yet even this is brightness 
compared with the darker side of Western exist- 
ence. It has its foibles, its follies, its vices, its 
cruelties ; yet the more one sees of it, the more one 
marvels at its extraordinary goodness, its miraca- 
lous patience, ita never-failing courtesy, its simplic- 
ity of heart, its intuitiv charity.” 

And yet Rev. Mr. McCarrell asserts that “ there 
is no morality outside of the pale of Christianity "! 

Referring to the beliefs of the common people, 
Mr. Hearn observes that a few of these are sinister 
—like the belief in demon foxes, which popular edu- 
cation is rapidly dissipating—but this is so only in 
a comparativly few instances. 

“A large number are comparable for beauty of 
fancy even to those Greek myths, in which our 
noblest poets of to-day still find inspiration; while 
many others, which encourage kindness to the un- 
fortunate and kindness to animals, can never hav 
produced any but the happiest moral results. The 
amusing presumption of domestic animals, and the 
comparativ fearlessness of many wild creatures in 
the presence of man; the white clouds of gulls 
that hover about each incoming steamer in expecta- 
tion of an alms of crumbs [what a contrast to the 
reception that awaits the gulls on the coast of Ohris- 
tian Massachusetts, where, when they come to a 
summer resort, they are shot down for “the fun of 
the thing ”!]; the whirring of doves from temple eaves 
to pick up the rice scattered for them by pilgrims ; 
the familiar storks of ancient public gardens; the 
deer of holy shrines, awaiting cakes and caresses ; 
the fish which raise their heads from sacred lotus 
ponds when the stranger’s shadow falls upon the 
water—these and a hundred other pretty sights are 
due to fancies which, though called superstitious, 
inculcate in simplest form the sublime truth of the 
Unity of Life.” : 

In view of these facts, Mr. Hearn is inclined to 
think that it is regrettable that “the critical spirit 
of modernized Japan is now indirectly aiding rather 
than opposing the efforts of foreign bigotry to de- 
stroy the simple, happy beliefs of the people, and 
substitute those cruel superstitions which the West 
has long intellectually outgrown—the fancies of an 
unforgiving God and an everlasting hell.” In this 
connection he further observes: * More than a hun- 
dred and sixty years ago, Kaempfer wrote of the 
Japanese: ‘In the practice of virtue, in purity of 
life and outward devotion, they far outdo the Chris- 
tians.’ And except where nativ morals hav suffered 
by foreign contamination, as in the open ports, these 
words are true of the Japanese to-day. My own 
conviction, and that of many impartial and more ex- 
perieneed observers of Japanese life, is that Japan 
has nothing whatever to gain by conversion to 
Christianity, either morally or otherwise, but very 
much to loge.” po 

Mr. Hearn's description of the streets, with the 
curious, artistic signs of the shops; of the homes of 
the people and the temples and shrines; of the 
woods and shimmering waters of river and lake; of 
the almost cloudless skies and the distant mount- 
ains; of “the market of the dead ;" of the deft work- 
men who fashion things of use which are no less 
objects of art, and all that his facil pen limns for us 
of all the other strange and lovely creations of nature 
and man in that fair Eastern land—for none of these 
delineations which speak hav we room here, nor can 
we giv even an outline of the entrancing picture. 
The reader must look for all these delights for him- 
self and he will be amply rewarded for the time he 
devotes to the pursuit of them. 

Among the poorer classes some of the deities of 
evil are worshiped, as well as the beneficent Kami. 
The worship seems to take the form of requital that 
the evil powers hav graciously vouchsafed to inflict 
a temporary ill instead of an irremediable misfor- 
tune. On these occasions they are duly propitiated. 
Mr. Hearn remarks parenthetically : “After all, this 
is no more irrational than the thanksgiving prayer 
at the close of the hurricane season in the West 
Indies, after the destruction by storm of twenty-two 
thousand lives.” i 

After telling in his own inimitable way several of 
the legends of the countryside, particularly the ex- 
ploits of the demon foxes, Mr. Lafcadio Hearn says: 

“But these strange beliefs are swiftly passing 
away. Year by year more shrines of Inari crumble 
down, never to be rebuilt. Year by year the statu- 
aries make fewer images of foxes. Year by year 
fewer victims of fox-possession are taken to the 
hospital to be treated according to the best scientific 
methods by Japanese physicians who speak German. 
The cause is not to be found in the decadence of 


the old faiths—a superstition outliva a religion, 
Much less is it to be sought for in the efforts of 
proselytizing missionaries from the West—most of 
whom profess an earnest belief in devils. It ig 
purely educational. The omnipotent enemy of 
superstition is the public school, where the teaching 
of modern science is unclogged by sectarianism or 
prejudice; where the children of the poorest may 
learn the wisdom of the Occident; where there is 
not a boy or & girl of fourteen ignorant of the great 
names of Tyndall, of Darwin, of Huxley, of Herbert 
Spencer. The little hands that break the Fox-god’s 
nose in mischievous play, can also write essays upon 
the evolution of plants and about the geology of 
Izumo. There is no place for ghostly foxes in the 
beautiful nature-world revealed by new studies to 
the new generation  . : 

But in the publie schools of the United States 
our children yet read of the foxes whose tails Sam- 
son united that they might carry destruction to the 
grain fields of his enemies, and of the lions which 
would not eat Daniel, and of the ravens which fed 
Elijah! And they are solemnly assured that those 
stories are the divine truths of an infallible God, 
who made them and will damn them if they do not 
believe the foolish tales! Where in the scale of 
scientific development does the United States stand? 
Behind Japan, only yesterday plunged in the “filth 
and ignorance of heathenism"! How many of our 
school children of fourteen can giv an intelligible 
account of Darwin, and Huxley, and Spencer? 
What good is the Bible in the schools doing them? 

The most difficult problem that the Japanese 
educator has to deal with is the one of nutrition. 
The modern knowledge which the student “must 
acquire upon a diet of boiled rice and bean curd 
was discovered, developed, and synthetized by minds 
strengthened upon a costly diet of flesh.” The cur- 
riculum of the Japanese schools is at least twice as 
difficult as that of Western schools of the same 
grade, and it must be mastered upon a diet that 
would starve an English or American boy. The 
result is that the best pupils often break down in 
mind and body. Better conditions are coming, but 
at present the strain is very severe. What may be 
expected of this people is prophesied by this fact: 
“Happily, even among the poorest of her poor, the 
educational policy of the government is seconded 
with an astonishing zeal; the entire nation has 
plunged into study with a fervor of which it is 
utterly impossible to convey any adequate concep- 
tion in this little essay. Yet I may cite a touching 
example: Immediately after the frightful earthquake 
of 1891, the children of the ruined cities of Gifu and 
Aichi, crouching among. the ashes of their homes, 
cold, and hungry, and shelterless, surrounded by 
horror and misery unspeakable, still continued their 


small studies, using tiles of their own burnt dwell- 


ings in lieu of slates, and bits of lime for chalk, 
even while the earth still trembled beneath them.” 

In the opinion of Mr. Hearn, while Japan at- 
tempted too much, she could not hav attempted 
less. The development of the mental system has 
been forced. “For the desired intellectual change, 
to be accomplished within a few generations, must 
involve a physiological change never to be effected 
without terrible cost.” To our mind, it is easily 
conceivable that the slow progress of the Indian 
and the Negro, in contact with Caucasian civiliza- 
tion, is nearer normal than that of the Oriental, and 
that, consequently, it will continue proportionally 
longer. 

With Mr. Hearn, we are glad that while Japan 
admires Western material superiority, she does not 
look with favor on Western morals. “Oriental 
thinkers do not commit the serious blunder of con- 
founding mechanical with ethical progress, nor hav 
they failed to perceive the moral weakness of our 
boasted civilization.” One Japanese writer says: 
“Order or disorder in a nation does not depend 
upon something that falls from the sky or rises from 
the earth. It is determined by the disposition of ` 
the people." á 

No thinking, humane man or woman will regret 
reading “ Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan.” 


Alas! Poor Talmage. 


Dear, modest Talmage says he sees God’s hand 
In burning up his tabernacles three; 

God wills that he should preach throughout the land— 
His church this continent, his gospel free. 


Then should his temple wide be struck apace, 
By blizzards, earthqaakes, flames, and famin's curse; 
The signs would read, ** Giv Talmage wider space 
Till gall sublime has filled the universe!” 
: OWEN JONES. 


——Ó—————————iÓÉ————————— 
When renewing for Tar Turm SxrxrB add 
twenty-five cents for a copy of the Annuar. It is 
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The Sermon on the Mount. 
|o £L 

Here, again, the Chinese Mencius, centuries 
earlier, was wiser than Jesus. He said: “Maintain 
firm the will, and do no violence to the passion- 
nature.” So far from condemning what he calls 
the **passion-nature," and pulling it up by the 
roots, as Jesus taught should be done, Mencius 
taught that “itis the mate and assistant of right- 
eousness and reason. Without it man is in a state 
of starvation.” There must be a constant practice 
of this righteousness, without the object of thereby 
nourishing the passion-nature. Let not the mind 
forget its work, but let there be no assisting the 
growth of that nature. Let us not be like the man 
of Sung. And this is what he tells of the man of 
Sung: “ There was a man of Sung, who was grieved 
that his growing corn was not longer, so he pulled 
it up. Having done this, he returned home, look- 
ing very stupid, and said to his people, * I am tired 
_ to-day. I hav been helping the corn to grow long.’ 
His son ran to look at it, and feund the corn all 
withered. There are few in the world who do not deal 
with their passion-nature as if they were assisting 
the corn to grow long. Some, indeed, consider it 
of no benefit to them, and let it alone—they do not 
weed their corn. They who assist it to grow long, 
pull out their corn. What they do is not only of 
no benefit to the nature, but it also injures it.” 
Wise old Mencius! 

In Mat. v, 32, Jesus forbids divorce on any 
ground but for adultery on the part of the wife, and 
he forbids anyone to marry a divorced woman. 
Here again, his teaching is mischievous and im- 
moral, and the Christian world revolts against it, as 
is shown by the steady growth of a more reasonable 
divorce law. Jesus, too, allows only the man to 
procure a divorce; to woman he permits no escape 
from her intolerable position in such cases. The 
man only may hav the divorce, and he may marry 
again; the woman cannot procure a divorce; and 
if the man does, the woman is forbidden to marry 
again. Jesus recognizes only the one ground for 
divorce, that. is adultery on the part of the woman; 
whereas, all human experience shows that there 
are other forms of misery, and other grounds 
for divorce that may be, and often are, much more 
intolerable. 

Mat. v, 38-87. Jesus says: “But I say unto you, 
swear not all, but let your communication be yea, 
yea, nay, nay; for whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil.” Here again is a precept right 
enough in itself, but not of a vastly lofty nature. 
It is curious that almost the only people who follow 
this injunction of Jesus are heretics, Quakers, Infi- 
dels,’etc. In spite of Jesus’s command, “ Swear not 
at all,” Peter, when accused of being a follower of 
Jesus, denied him, and, we are told (Mat. xxvi, 74), 
“began to swear and curse.” The followers of 
Jesus ever since hav followed Peter's example, the 
lower orders by cursing and swearing, all classes 
by swearing oaths in courts and government affairs. 

Is it not curious that where there is a germ of 
. truth in any saying of Jesus, the so-called Infidels 
follow him, and you Christians will not, until In- 
fidels hav made you do it? The more under the 
thumb of the church the mass of the people are the 
worse they are in this respect, the more horrible 
and continuous their swearing and profanity is, as 
anyone may find by listening. One of the most 
disagreeable experiences in the streets of Christian 
cities is the swearing and profanity of Christian 
men. 

(Mat., v, 89-41.) I say unto you that ye resist not 
evil; but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee 
at law, and take away thy coat, let him hav thy cloak also. 
And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 
him twain. 

The old Jewish law of an “ eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth,” was bad enough; but how is it 
possible to justify evil doers more forcibly or increase 
evil-doing more surely than by observance of this 
command? If it were carried out, and we were to 
sit down quietly under evil, & premium would be 
put upon evil-doing, and every man would become a 
law unto himself against others. The command is 
so contrary to human reason and universal experi- 
ence that it has never obtained any amount of ob- 
servance, even among Christians themselvs. Here 
again these directions and teachings are of a kind 
that are peculiar to Jesus, and again are impractic- 
able and ridiculous. Anyone following them would 
be taken for a lunatic, even by his Christian friends. 
A sincere admirer of Jesus, W. R. Greg (Creed of 
Ch., 38), has commented on the passage in words 
that I cannot do better than to quote. ‘The com- 
mon sense, or the common instinct, of Christians 
in all ages and in all lands has quietly but peremp- 
torily put it (the doctrin of non-resistance] aside as 
not meant for use.” * Only the Quakers 


hav professed to obey it literally, and they never 
pretended to carry out more than one-half of it; 
they never denied themselvs the luxury of passiv 
resistance in its most resolute and ingenious de- 
vices. They did not return a blow; but they did 
not make the first so easy or so pleasant as to invite 
a second. And yet the Quakers hav nearly died 
out! The whole of our criminal law and our police 
arrangements are based upon a systematic repudia- 
tion of the precept in question, and the order of 
modern gociety, the security of modern life, could 
not otherwise exist, No one would fail to 
resist the blows directed against our neighbors— 
against those whom we are taught to love, to as- 
sist, and protect. A man may be go disciplined as 
to take meekly the blow struck at himself, but 
would never dream it his duty to endure in the 
same fashion the blow struck at the woman leaning 
on his arm. The worst ill-service you can 
do to the violent, is to show them that they may 
work their wicked will unpunished and unchecked 
by the natural instincts of humanity. Non-resist- 
ance, then, becomes connivance and complicity in 
wrong. In the case of nations, for one country to 
submit to outrage and wrong at the hands of 
another, when the means of resistance lay in its 
power, has never been held right or obligatory. 
The doctrin of non-resistance would mean nothing 
but the destruction of the gentler and finer races, 
and the rampant tyranny of the stronger; the 
reign of violence, not of peace.” 

‘Listen to the “heathen Chinee" again. Ages 
before Jesus, some one asked Confucius, * What 
do you say concerning the principle that injury 
should be recompensed with kindness?"  Confu- 
cius said, “With what, then, will you recompense 
kindness? Recompense injury with justice, recom- 
pense kindness with kindness.” 


Giv to him that asketh thee, and from him that would 
borrow turn thou not away (Mat. v, 42). Giv to every 
man that asketh of thee, and of him that taketh away thy 
goods, ask them not again (Luke, vi, 80). Lend, hoping 
for nothing again (Luke vi, 35). 1f thou wilt be perfect, 
£o and sell that thou hast, and giv to the poor (Mat. xix, 
21) Sell whatsoever thou hast and giv to the poor (Mark 
x, s Sell all thou hast and giv to the poor (Luke xviii, 
22). 


It will be seen from our examination of the Old 
Testament that the old Jewish writers were pos- 
sessed of truer ideas about helping the poor—to 
supply whatever help is timely. The Mosaic law 
not only enjoins that relief is to be given (Levit. 
xxv, 35), but you are to “lend him sufficient for his 
need” (Deut. xv, 7), and “Take thou no usury of 
him, or increase” (Levit. xxv, 36). Moses (so called) 
teaches, not quite wholly, but approximately, the 


true doctrin—the practice of helping the poor to 


help themselvs. Jesus not only does not adopt or 
notice this good feature, but is again “original,” 
and goes to a vicious extreme. He made poverty a 
personal merit, without which salvation could not 
be attained; so that logically, as to alms-giving, he 
is obliged to teach and did teach : 


Sell all that thou hast, and distribute tothe poor (Luke 
xviii, 22). And when thou makest a dinner or a supper, 
call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kins- 
men, nor thy rich neighbors lest they bid thee again, 
and a recompense be made to thee. But when thou 
makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind (Luke xiv, 12-14). And thou shalt be blessed; for 
they cannot recompense thee; for thou shalt be recom- 
pensed at the resurrection of the just. 


Such a system is utterly impractical, and would 
reduce the whole of mankind to poverty and debar 
all progress to civilization. In the early ages of 
Christianity many converts, acting on these teach- 
ings, deprived themselvs of all their possessions, 
and not only reduced themselvs to beggary, but 
their families also. Of all Jesus's precepts, per- 
haps those about alms-giving are the most easily 
obeyed uo to a certain point, and hence hav made 
the most impression and hav been acted upon more 
widely than any others, and the practice has been 
of immense evil. Not only has there been little or 
no discrimination in the practice, but it is difficult 
to see how there could be if Jesus's own words are 
considered. The more exactly his words are obeyed 
the more harm there is done, and it is difficult to 
see how the “spirit” of his injunction is to be ob- 
served without a literal interpretation of it. It 
must inevitably lead, and has led, to indiscriminate 
alms-giving, and that is the most mischievous of all 
forms of charity. Modern opinion, whether Chris- 
tian or unbelieving, has come to be that charitable 
gifts, bequests, endowments, etc., when based on 
the letter and spirit of these texts, is responsible to 
an immense degree in creating further pauperism 
by degrading the receiver into a state of permanent 
reliance on charity, and eliminating from the minds 
of large classes of men and women any healthy 
ideas of self-help. Cuas. B. Coorzr. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 
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Foghorn Philosophy. 

The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
the sound thereof, but thou canst not tell whens pe 
eth, and whither it goeth; so is everyone that bloweth a 
foghorn (John). 

Friend Hayes has been blowing the tariff foghorn 
for a long time, and the more noise he has made the 
less knowledge he has imparted. 

A man who had no gun caught a panther in a 
trap. He said he caught him without help, but he 
wanted two men to help him let the animal go 
again, and I was afraid that I would hav to call for 
help in order to let friend Hays go. But I find by 
his last article that he has concluded to “close.” 
That is probably the most sensible conclusion he 
has arrived at. If he had decided to “close” be- 
fore he threw his last boomerang, which came far 
short of the mark, he would hav escaped the fearful 
wound which was inflicted when it returned. 

He says “the McKinley bill placed a duty of 
thirty cents a bushel on barley, and promptly Cana- 
dian barley dropped thirty cents.” And to my 
question, ** Why do consumers smuggle goods?” he 
answers, “Simply because protection reduces the 
foreign price sufficiently to make smuggling prof- 
itable.” If the duty on foreign commodities re- 
duces the price equal to the amount of the duty, 
then a duty equal to the current price would reduce 
the price to nothing. So that at any time if we 
should lay a duty equal to current price, we could go 
over there and gobble up all that Canada produced, 
for the price would be reduced to nothing. All the 
* Professors" and all the “axioms” in the world 
cannot cover up the bare bones of such absurdity. 

Well, it is a good thing that friend Hays decided 
to “close,” for another such blast from his foghorn 
would burst even such a ram’s horn as was used at 
the city of Jericho. 

I hav before me a Canadian paper, and I find by 
the price-list. that oats, hogs, butter, tallow, and 
produce generally are selling over in Canada at 
about the same price that they are selling for here. 
Potatoes are selling for more there than here. 
and yet I am informed that there is a duty of 
fifteen cents a bushel. Does this look as if 
foreign commodities dropped in price equal to the 
amount of the duty laid? I liv in the selvage of a 
great potato-raising district. If Mr. Hays could 
go through this region of country and see the num- 
ber of acres devoted to the culture of potatoes, he 
would doubtless exclaim, “ Why, what a great in- 
dustry! How many are engaged in it? It ought 
to be protected ; foreign potatoes ought not to be 
allowed to come into competition with it.” It would 
be a good object-lesson for Mr. Hays if he could 
see all the potato raisers arranged in rank and file 
and all the potato eaters arranged in like manner. 
For every potato raiser who wants a high price for 
potatoes there will be a hundred potato eaters who 
would like cheap potatoes. Mr. Hays’s philosophy 
would sacrifice the interest of the one hundred who : 
eat potatoes to the interest of the one who raises 
potatoes. Ido not think that friend Hays means 
to be dishonest, but he is laboring under a halluci- 
nation, the same as the Christian. He (the Chris- 
tian) believes the Bible to be the word of God, and 

without thought or consideration takes it all in at 
a gulp. When reminded of the absurdities, impossi- 
bilities, and plain contradictions, he exclaims, 
“Great is the mystery of godliness!” and then he 
has got you up a stump, sure enough. 

What the Bible is to the Christian the protectiv 
system is to Mr. Hays. He is luboring under such 
a spell that he cannot reason correctly. The Chris- 
tian believes just what the minister tells him, but 
never stops to think that the minister's living de- 
pends upon his success in deceiving the people. 
So Mr. Hays takes all that Depew and McKinley 
and other interested parties say, without stopping 
to think that they, like the ministers, hav fish to 
fry—well knowing that if they cannot make Mr. 
Hays and others furnish the fuel they must procure 
it themselvs. 

Eliminate the selfishness behind the tariff scheme, 
and it would fail to the ground of its own weight. 
It is estimated that one-half of the families in the 
United States hav no income above a bare living, 
and that two per cent of the people own two-thirds 
of the entire wealth of the country, and instead of 
defraying two-thirds of all the expenses, as justice 
would require them to do, through the tariff tax 
they are enabled to shift the great burden of taxes 
which they ought to pay on to the shoulders of the 
poor, who ought not to be taxed at all. 

The tariff scheme is the old game of putting the 
burden upon the other fellow instead of bearing 
your own fair proportion manfully. It makes men 
pay according to what they consume—that is, ac- 
cording to their necessities, and not according to 
their ability. 

All will see that the thousands of poor people 
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and those in moderate circumstances will consume 
vastly more than the comparativly few who are 
really rich, and consequently are made to pay more. 
A greater outrage cannot be conceived. It is a 
scheme of robbery from start to finish. 

There is but one fair and honest way to defray 
the expenses of the government, and that is by tax- 
ing the people directly according to the ability of 
each to pay. We elect three men in each town who 
are supposed to be impartial, and men of good 
judgment, to ascertain the amount of wealth pos- 
sessed by each wealth owner. If A is worth twice 
as much as B, he must pay twice as much. The 
richest man in the town must pay the most. Could 
any plan be adopted which would prove more fair 
and equitable for raising money to defray the ex- 
penses of county and state? If this is fair for the 
county and state, why should it net be equally fair 
for the general government? Who would object to 
such a system of taxation? Nobody but the rich. 
Whereas, under the tariff scheme, a man in moder- 
ate circumstances may be made to pay more than a 
niggardly rich man. If he consumes more he must 
pay more. The tariff takes cognizance of only what 
you consume; it takes no thought of your ability to 
pay. The tariff tax falls heaviest on those who 
consume the most, regardless of their ability to pay, 
whether they are rich or poor. 

The object of government should be to protect 
the poor and the weak; the rich and the strong 
through all history hav managed to get the lion’s 
share. My only object is to raise the minds of men 
above old-time abuses and make them see the abom- 
ination of advocating wrongs simply because they 
are hoary with age. 

I had nearly completed this article a long time 
ago when the old machinery got out of order. The 
valves leaked, the governor refused to do duty, the 
cogs slipped, and I had to lay up for repairs. And 
I expect that Mr. Hays and all good Christians will 
think that I am not yet sound in the head. Mr. 
Hays and myself hav been cantering along together 
for some time, and now, a8 we come to the “ part- 
ing of the ways,” let it be with good wishes and 
friendly feeling. And as we shall not probably ever 
hav another tilt, let us part with a fraternal shake! 
So mote it be. Joun PECK. 

Naples, N. Y. 


News and Notes. 


The Secular Pilgrim has to make long jumps, 
and a pair of seven-leagued boots would be very 
convenient, besides saving railroad fare, which 
counts up rather fast in Dakota, where the charge 
is four cents per mile. From Blair, Wis., I travel 
day and night to Grafton, North Dakota, which is 
about five hundred miles distant. However, when 
I arrive at Merchant’s Hotel, where John Ildstad 
entertains the traveling public, I find such a hearty 
welcome that I am sure that everything is all right 
for the campaign in Dakota. Remsburg has already 
been at Grafton and broken ground, and I find a 
considerable Liberal element that is willing to 
stand up and be counted and do some work; 
while there isa still greater element of Freethought 
that is afraid of publicity, and does not wish to be 
identified with any forward movement. I giv the 
lectures in the Opera House. It is well-filled on 
the first evening, although but few ladies are 
present. I lecture on the following afternoon in 
order to accommodate those from the country, and 
there is a fair attendance. On the last evening, 
Thursday, December 6th, I hav the largest audi- 
ence of any, and this time there is & great increase 
of the attendance of women, which shows that when 
people find out what Freethought is they are will- 
ing to listen and accept it. John C. Risvold, C. E. 
Anderson, and John Ildstad are among our earnest 
allies at this point. Mr. Sylvester comes from a 
distance of forty miles to join our forces; Mr. and 
Mrs. Woodbury are present from Voss, and Nels 
Berntson from Milton ; and from various other points 
outside of Grafton there is quite a delegation. 
Grafton is an important point in North Dakota. 
It is a lively place for business. There is a good 
farming country about it. Two railroads run 
through it, the Northern Pacific and the Great 
Northern. There is quite a Freethought element, 
but only a few are willing to bear the brunt. But 
many are ready to fall into the ranks when the 
leaders are found to push ahead. Undoubtedly 
Grafton will in the future be a successful field for 
Liberal work. The forces are here if they can be 
fused together. As usual there are several churches, 
and they hav the spirit of old. They want to rule 
without opposition; but they cannot do this any 
longer. The people will not remain in the fold. 

On Friday, December 7th, I take my journey by 
railroad to Hoople, fourteen miles away, where I 
ectured last summer. This is a small place, with 


two churches; but the Liberals prevail. I like to 
come to this frontier place, for there is a cordial 
reception. All are willing to do their level best. I 
giv three lectures here, one on Saturday evening, 
and two on Sunday afternoon and evening, in the 
school-house. Quite an improvement is made in the 
order of exercises this time. We are treated with 
both vocal and instrumental music, which makes & 
notable addition to the interest of our meetings. 
Mr. Thomas Simons, J. E. Flanegan, Miss May 
Flanegan, Frank Francis, Mrs. A. D. Marble, of 
Orystal, and Mr. Alfred Jones, the schoolmaster of 
the place, favored us with this delightful entertain- 
ment, One of the pieces, which they sang to the 
tune of “Marching Through Georgia,” was the 
Freethought hymn recently published in Taz Trura 
SzzxEn, written by C. E. Reynolds, of Oregon, which 
was enthusiastically received. My friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. Woodbury, of Voss, are also present at the 
Sunday meetings. Mr. and Mrs. Soll, of Park 
River, and Mr. A. D. Marble, of Crystal, M. A. 
Hewitt, L. T. Berdahl, and others of the immediate 
vicinity, always put their shoulders to the wheel. 
K. T. Gryte, D. W. Collins, Nels Berntson, Nils 
Monson, Charles E. Ebbighausen, Sander Soll, 
John Ofstedahl, C. A. Trovatten hav joined Tz 
Taurg Srzxzr and Jnvestigator roll As on my 
previous visit, I enjoyed the genial Western hospi- 
tality of Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Hewitt and Mr. and 
Mrs. J. E. Flanegan. Ifeel under obligations to 
my friend, the schoolmaster, Mr. Alfred Jones, who 
was ready to lend a hand. In every respect I had 
a profitable time at Hoople, with pleasant memories 
and hope for the future. Comrade Berdahl has 
been married since I was here, for which he receives 
our heartiest congratulations. 

On Monday morning, with Mr. Thomas Simons 
and wife and baby, I enjoy a sleigh ride across the 
Dakota plains, my first experience of this kind, and 
it was an exhilarating drive. There was no storm 
nor piercing winds. It was a fine winter’s day. I 
did not feel cold a bit, and although in some places 
there was bare ground, the team sped along quite 
lively. So far I hav had nothing but favorable 
weather in Dakota. I am agreeably disappointed. 
I looked forward to some blizzards, but as yet 
they hav kept.out of the way. In fact, I discover 
that on the average December is a mild month in 
North Dakota. The storms and cold come later 
on. The thermometer has sometimes been sixty- 
five degrees below zero. I hope to escape such a 
* gpell of weather” as that. . 

I arrive at Park River, which is quite a thriving 
little place, but terribly orthodox. There is a bit- 
ter theological element here which would like to 
crush out Freethought altogether; but the Free- 
thinkers are not of a kind to be easily routed. 
These are the first Freethought lectures ever given 
in Park River and the results are quite a surprise 
to many. Some found Freethought much better 
than they expected, and some thought the lecturer 
should be stopped by force of law. The lectures 
were given in the town hall, and an effort was made 
after the first evening to prevent my having the use 
of the hall the next evening, but it was a failure. 
I gave two lectures and the audiences were large 
and appreciativ, showing that really the Liberal ele- 
ment is predominant in this place, if it was only 
courageously expressed. As the hall was engaged 
the third evening for other purposes, it is secured 
for Sunday afternoon, December 16th, and no 
doubt there will be a tremendous orthodox kick 
against this desecration of the Sabbath; but the 
Freethinkers are determined to fight it out on this 
line and vindicate the rights of free speech. There 
is some thought of arresting me for blasphemy, but 
it has been concluded that this is too risky a pro- 
ceeding, for if the prosecutors did not succeed in 
the suit, then they would hav to pay the costs, and 
the orthodox are not ready to meet this issue. 
There is great agitation in the community. It is 
seldom that I hav come across so much bigotry as 
is now exhibited. But the tendency is to make the 
Freethinkers more decided and earnest, for they 
see that it is not a question of creed, but of human 
rights, and they do not propose to submit to the 
bulldozing of the churches. The orthodox hav 
made the fight. They hav threatened violence and 
persecution, and the broad and progressiv element 
in the community will take a stand in favor of fair 
play. I am waiting to see what measures will be 
taken to prevent my speaking here next Sunday. 
Mr. Thomas Simons and George Kapler favored us 
with excellent instrumental music at the two lect- 
ures. Mr. E. Smith-Petersen, John J. Kohnen, 
Sander Soll, and others are among our stanch sup- 
porters. I hav enjoyed the company of Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith-Petersen, Mr. and Mrs. Sander Soll, 
and Frank Hughes, of the Arlington Hotel. I hav 
received over a hundred new names as members of 
the Freethought Federation of America during the 
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trip. This isa matter we need to push—the in- 
crease of the membership of our national organiza- 
tion. There are thousands, I believe, that will join 
and help us. 

After Christmas I take my way to New Mexico 
and Arizona. I hope that the Liberals in these 
Western frontiers will be ready to push the cam- 
paign. Organize and arrange for lectures. 

SawvzL P. Pournam. 


The Campaign Book. 


To THE EDITOR or Tug Trurs SEEKER, Sir: I hav 
the pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of $2 
from Dr E. B. Foote for eighteen copies of the 
book giving the report of our last Congress. I 
hope many others will follow the example of Dr. 
Foote. It will be a book that should be read by 
every Freethinker in the land, and thousands of 
copies should be handed to others to read, as it will 
set people to thinking, and help our cause along in 
better shape. Very able addresses were delivered. 
Reports of the officers and all the names of the 
donors will be included, and, as I understand it, one 
book goes free to those who contributed toward the 
Congress. I will report every week the names and 
amounts subscribed for the book. 

E. C. REICHWALD, 
234 South Water 

Chicago, Dec. 6, E. M. 294. 


Manhattan Liberal Club. 


Lately the Manhattan Liberal Olub has been go- 
ing off after the strange gods of Socialism, Anarch- 


Street. 


‘ism, and commonplace politics, but last Friday 


night it returned to its first love—straight Lib- 
eralism. Consequently the audience was large, and 
if George F. Train had been kept off the platform 
the meeting would hav been what one might call a 
grand success. Of course Mr. Train couldn’t quite 
spoil a session of the club, but his profanity and 
vulgarity would diminish the interest in the pro- 
ceedings of a person who didn’t know Train and : 
his mental irresponsibility. It is well that he has 
now hired a hall for himself, where his eccentrici- 
ties will not be imposed upon people who attend 
meetings to hear something. 

Mr. Remsburg has been lecturing in Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut, and was persuaded to stop 
on his way South to enlighten New Yorkers and 
Jerseymen upon the Bible. Between him and 
Colonel Ingersoll that volume of legends and 
alleged history will get quite an extensiv circle of 
acquaintances this winter. Even some Christians 
will find out what is in it. 

The title of the lecture was “Some Facts About 
the Bible.” The facts he presented are not taught 
in the pulpit or Sunday school. Regarding the 
claims of theologians respecting the origin and au- 
thorship of the books of the Bible he showed that the 
authorship of a majority of the books, both of the 
Old and New Testaments, was unknown and that 
the greater portion of these books were written at a 
much later period than that usually claimed. He 
devoted considerable time to a consideration of the 
four gospels. He showed that they were not writ- 
ten by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in the first 
century, as claimed. He refuted the claim that we 
hav an unbroken chain of testimony to their credi- 
bility from the first century down to the present 
time. He showed that the most important links in 
this chain of testimony were missing—that the 
other writers of the New Testament, the apostolical 
fathers, and the early Christian fathers, make no 
mention of them. 

Mr. Remsburg showed how the canon was formed 
by Irenæus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, 
Origen, Jerome, and Augustine. He also reviewed 
the work of the various Christian councils. He 
gave a description of the various manuscripts and 
versions of the Bible, showing that no two copies 
were alike—that Christians had never been agreed 
as to what books should constitute the Bible—that 
even Martin Luther, the founder of the Protestant 
church, rejected no less than six books of the Bible. 
While Colonel Ingersoll’s new lecture deals almost 
putirely with the internal evidence of the Bible in 
proof of its purely human origin, Mr. Remsburg 
confines his lecture almost entirely to the external 
or historical evidence respecting it. 

The usual discussion followed the lecture. Mr. 
Case and a lady defended the Bible. Capt. R. C. 
Adams, of Montreal, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., and T. 
B. Wakeman opposed it, and heartily indorsed the 
views of Mr. Remsburg. 

Mr. Remsburg spoke before the Brooklyn Philo- 
sophical Association Sunday afternoon on * Jesus 
Christ," and before the Newark Liberal League 
Sunday night on * Thomas Paine." 


CREER E 
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Observations. 


A new finance scheme is reported from Washing- 
ton, D. C. It has the following features: The 
issue by the United States of all the money neces- 
sary for the people; the retirement of the paper 
money of all kinds now issued by the government, 
and the free coinage of gold and silver at the United 
States mints. This looks promising; in fact, al- 
most any scheme involving free silver, for those who 

_ want it, looks that way to me. The people in scat- 
tered communities are now in the condition they 
would be in if the government regulated the man- 
ufacture of wagons and had stopped making every- 
thing but buggies. Anybody can see that under 
such an arrangement, while the wealthy could con- 
tinue to get around in carriages or cars, the pro- 
ducer would experience difficulty in conveying his 
produce to market. There would be & demand for 
a resumption of wagon making, which the fellows 
in the buggies would say was a scheme concocted 
by owners of white oak and ash timber to make a 
market for their material. And a whole lot of num- 
skulls, believing the yarn, would go on paying big 
rent for wagons. They would likewise submit to 
government monopoly of wagon building, and would 
applaud the secretary of the treasury for issuing 
bonds to purchase buggies for government use in- 
stead of making them from the material ‘at hand. 
They would go further and agree with the owners 
of the buggies that any man who should build for 
his own or others’ use wagons with round wheels 
in imitation of those manufactured by the govern- 
ment should be put in the penitentiary. At least, 
I suppose this is what they would do. They take 
that position with regard to money. 

The analogy between the functions of wagons and 
those of money can be carried a long way: without 
a serious break. I got the suggestion from J. K. 
Ingalls. 


The Socialist paper of New York, the People, is 
suspicious of the mission of John Burns, M.P., and 
his fellow delegates to this country in the professed 
interests of Labor. It charges quite directly that 
Mr. Burns misrepresents the facts about trades 
unions in England, and intimates that he is the 
eat's-paw of the enemies of workingmen. Now, the 
main object of Mr. Burns, as he states it, is to pro- 
mote, and in fact to realize, harmony among organ- 
ized laborers; but the attitude of the Socialists 
shows that he has not effected his purpose up to 
date. I judge there must be something unrevealed 
that, if known, would account for this hostility. 
Burns proclaims himself a Socialist; and the trades 
unions are getting there as fast as they can. I note 
that a proposition is before the Typographical 
Union to abolish the individual and substitute the 
people; the same to be effected by government 
control of agriculture, manufacture, transportation, 
finance, Communication, and all sorts of effort. 
What more, or less, do Socialists want? 

It is suggested by a comparison of the achieve- 
ments of Socialism with those of trades unionism 
that the difference between the two methods is the 
same as that between preaching and practice; that 
one represents the gospel and does the talking, 
while the other represents the acts and does the 
work. Nobody can deny the superiority of Social- 
istic over trades union literature—“ Looking Back- 
ward,” for example, being a more highly idealized 
production than the “Speaking of Ellen;" but still 
the strike and the boycott hav been known to take 
effect, while nothing tangible has resulted from Mr. 
Bellamy’s dream. A choice between Socialism and 
trades unionism involves the question whether it is 
better for the laborer to contemplate a sweet by- 
and-by or to hav sugar in his coffee this winter. 
Theories do not disturb the bloated capitalist. 
Even a political revolution finds him still serene, 
for he knows that the man with a sack or a barrel 
has the ear of legislators of all parties. It is an- 
other matter when he finds that he must pay living 
wages or not get his work done. My solution of 
the labor question is a general return to agricul- 
tural or rural life, greater simplicity in living, abo- 
lition of taxes, and so forth. Perfectly organized 
trades unions, with consequent elevation of wages 
and destruction of the “ hives of industry ” produc- 
ing so many thousand things that are of no earthly 


believe he shall without doubt be everlastingly 
damned; and thus she provides against errors of 
the head, while Dr. Parkhurst, Anthony Comstock, 
and their female coadjutors attend to the offenses 
having their rise in an opposit quarter; so that, 
with the Prohibitionists “in our midst,” as the New 
York Sun would insist on expressing it, and all of 
them claiming their department as the most vital, 
we are tolerably well surrounded, invested, and 
hemmed in.. These are matters that seem to deeply 
interest the conservativ world. They do not hit 
me as questions to be dealt with by courts, but I 
notice that Mr. H. L. Green has become impressed 
with the necessity of joining the Comstock and 
Parkhurst division. He knows that, as Lowell ob- 
served, “once to every man and nation comes the 
moment to decide, in the strife of Truth and False- 
hood, for the good or evil side;” hence he is pre- 
pared to say: 

**In our opinion the most diabolical crime that a person 
can commit is to circulate real obscene literature.” 

That sounds more like a preacher than a philoso- 
pher, and I think that upon reflection Mr. Green 
will modify his utterance. No one can hold, except 
as a preacher, that the dissemination of an impure 
thought ranks as a crime with the ancient slaughter 
of the Midianites, with the affair of St. Barthol- 
omew’s day, or even with the modern massacre of 
Christians in Armenia. The extravagance of the 
proposition almost excludes it from serious consid- 
eration. I once saw an old man arrested and taken 
to jail; from jail to the penitentiary, and from the 
penitentiary, I might say, to the grave. I called it 
a crime, and I would maintain that its atrocity ex- 
ceeded any that could possibly result from simply 
transmitting printed matter through the mails. 
With this tragedy in mind could Mr. Green repeat 
his statement? I believe we hav a list of martyrs 
to Freethought—men and women who forfeited 
their lives by maintaining their opinions. We still 
wax indignant occasionally over the deep damna- 
tion of their taking off. In my humble opinion 
their murder was an offense greater than circulating 
reading matter to which objection could be made 
on moral grounds. To state it briefly, the enforce- 
ment of the Comstock law is a greater crime thar 
its infraction. 

Out in Arkansas a few years ago an Adventist 
was put in jail for working on Sunday, and from 
lack of his support his wife and child died. Noth- 
ing as criminal as his arrest and his imprisonment 
could occur through a violation of the obscenity 
statutes, and therefore I hav no hesitation in deny- 
ing that the circulation of obscene literature, while 
it may be & serious offense, is as diabolical as the 
passage and enforcement of the Sunday laws. When 
murder, rape, arson, theft, and all other violations 
of the rights of person and property hav become 
unknown; when the history of the race, of church 
and state, has been forgotten, and when such a 
thing as an infringement of human liberty can no 
longer be imagined, then, but not till then, Mr. 
Green will hav some excuse for holding the opinion 
which he has expressed in the words quoted. 

That ignorance—by some called “ innocence "— 
which is fostered by statutory law is about as un- 
desirable and shaky an article as the superstition 
which is supported in the same manner. 

The latest spiritist imposture that has come to 
notice is a communication in the Spirit of Truth 
purporting to emanate from Ezra H. Heywood, late 
of Princeton, Mass. The prophet of Ahab repre- 
sents Mr. Heywood as uttering this flubdub: 
“Heart in hand and soul in soul I gently and 
sweetly stand with the heroic Garrison.” Ezra 
Heywood, with his heart in his hand, gently and 
sweetly standing! It is further represented that 
Heywood has forgiven Anthony Comstock—and 
Comstock still on earthand unrepentant! Get out, 
you fraud. 


My Uncle Benjamin R. Tucker, editor of Liberty, 
reminds me that while condemning Lady Somerset's 
crusade against the concert gardens of London, I 
am speaking highly of John Burns, M.P., who was 

| her assistant in that matter. Iam thankful for the 
reproof, correction, and instruction in righteous- 
ness. The facts of the case had escaped my obser- 


use to anybody, would contribute to that result. I vation or memory; but I should hav guessed by 
conceive that with nine-tenths of our people owning | a parity of reasoning that an individual who de- 
a few acres of land, producing what they consume | clares himself a Socialist, and in favor of national- 
and something more, and reading Tse Truru izing the principal departments of labor, would 
SEEKER every week, we should hav a nation which hardly overlook so considerable an industry as that 
few foreigners would care to tackle in debate. alluded to. Still the inelination to attack the 
under dog is not peculiar to Socialists. As a So- 

If everybody were to define the most heinous cialist, however, Mr. Burns has given us a fair illus- 
offense that any human being can commit, and also | tration of what to expect under the reign of that 
prescribe the penalty for the same, I am afraid ; system. If the government may conduct an in- 
that few of us would escape with our lives. The dustry, it follows as a natural consequence that the 
church has creeds which except a man do faithfully government may discontinue or suppress it. I 


doubt if any government in the world would make 
an appropriation for the publication of ZLiberty— 
and that is not the only kind of liberty that would 
be squelched. Gro. E. MACDONALD. 


Leetures and Meetings. 


Tue Scranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
evening at.421 Lackawana avenue. Our motto: Freedom 
and sundaes: Everybody invited. Secretary, William 

atkins. 


J. E. Remssure’s appointments for Pennsylvania are 
as follows: Sunbury, Dec. 22d; Williamsport, 234; Glen 
Citv, 24th: Benton, 26th; Lock Haven, 27th; Benezette, 
28th; McDonald, 29th and 30th. 


Tur First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streets, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lec- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Mrs. M. A. Freeman will make a trip east about the 
first of January. and would like to secure engagements 
for lectures in Ohio, Indians, Pennsylvania, New York, 
and Massachusetts. Those desiring her services will 
please write her at once 1037 West Madison street, 
Chicago, Ill. 


FRANKLIN Sterner delivered three lectures in Carbon 
Hil), Ill., Dec. 18th, 19tb, and 20th. His dates for his 
trip east are nearly all filled. He will return through 
New York, northern Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
and Iowa. He may be addressed at Des Moines, Ia., or 
in care of this office. 


Tux Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 p.m., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 
No conditions or qualifications are attached to mem- 
bership. Discussions each week are opened by special 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members. 


Tun Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 
in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December: 

December 23d—‘‘A Popular Exposition of Geology." 
Samuel A. Miller. 

December 30th —** Why I am not a Christian." Rabbi 
Isaac M. Wise. 


Tan Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'elock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street. between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues. Program for December: 

December 23d—‘‘ Christmas Sermon.” Henry Rowley. 
DE 80th—*'*The Christian Religion." Raymond 
. Perrin. 


Tue Friendship Liberal League, George Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:30 and 7:30, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 
December 23d (2.80)—J, O. Frost will reply to Charles 

W. Mowbray’s lecture ou ** God and the State.” 
7.80.—'*Our Ohrist." Rabbi J. Leonard Levy. 


Tur Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o'clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N. 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green sfreet. Admission 
free. All welcome. Program for December: 
December 25th—No meeting Christmas night or New 

Year's night. 

Tae Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonic Hall, 320 East 15th street, Now 
York, at 8 o'clock. Program for December: 

December 21st —** Increased Production the Only Hope 
for Mankind.” Starr Hoyt Nichols. 

December 28th —T wenty-fifth anniversary of the Liberal 
Olub. All friends are invited to come and celebrate 
with us in a special program. ; 


S. P. PurNAM'S lecture appointments: 
St. Oharles. Minn., Dec. 22, 23. 

San Marcial, N. M.. Dec. 29 to Jan. 2. 

Mr. Putnam will lecture during the month of January 
at Prescott, Arizona. It is hoped that friends in the 
vicinity and throughout Arizona will make arrangements 
for lectures at this time, and push the Freethought work. 
Mr. Putnam will also arrange to lecturein New Mex- 
jco, Colorado, and Kansas on his return from Arizona. 
Those wishing lectures in any of these states will commu- 
nicate with S. P. Putnam, 284 South Water street, Ohi- 


cago. . 
———— X 

The church has not allowed women to inherit or 
hold property. It was a general ecclesiastical rule 
that a woman could never take part of an inherit- 
ance with a man unless by the particular and an- 
cient customs of certain towns and cities. This 
restriction upon woman’s right of property so 
obliterated the sense of justice in men’s mind that 
husbands hav not hesitated to use property coming 
to them through wives in the maintemance of a 
second or illegal family, while denying the legal 
wife and chiJdren the commonest necessaries of life. 
As late as 1878, when a law was enacted in one of 
the Swiss cantons allowing sisters to share inherit- 
ances with brothers, it met with great opposition 
from such brothers, many of whom protested their 
own ruin would follow.— Matilda Joslyn Gage, in 
the Truth Seeker Annual for 1895. 


When renewing for Tue Trurn Szrxxrk add 
twenty-five cents fora copy of the Áxwuar. It is 


great. 
& 


Sitio 
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betters of Firiends. 


The Hit of the Season. 

Center Port, La., Dec. 4, 1894. 
Mr. Evitor: Please allow me to con- 
gratulate Mr. Heston on his ‘‘ Thanksgiv- 
ing Reminder.” It is the best thing of the 
season. I would like to see him and Col- 
onel Ingersoll, as I think them great men, 
and hope they may liv long and prosper; 
also long may liv the grand old TRUTH 

SEEKER. Lop H. DaurEL. 


It is Food and Drink. 
IsgurrEMiNG, Miom., Nov. 29, 1894. 

Mr. Eprtor: I received the ** Four Hun- 
dred Years" all right, and I am wonder- 
fully pleased with it, I hav read five hun- 
dred pages straight, besides ins and outs. 
It is meat for the soul. It created an ap- 
petite and then satisfied it. If it was three 
meals & day and no book, or two meals a 
day with the book, I am sure that I 
should take the two meals every time. If 
you please, send me Colonel Ingersoll’s 
lecture on the Bible, four copies, and the 
** Godly Women of the Bible.” 

Iam not living in the church, but aL 
most. They are getting up all the time 
these cantatas representing the godly 
women of the Bible, and I want to giv 
them a look at their characters. I get into 
many arguments with them, but they can- 
not answer my questions Find money 
inolosed for books. Yours truly, 

Jag, BLAOKNEY. 


Wonld Not Giv Him a Chance. 
CorTLAND, O., Dec. 3, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $3, 
for which send me the best paper in the 
world, the dear old TRUTH SEEKER. 

John E. Remsburg delivered three lect- 
ures in this place November 26-28 to small 
but intelligent audiences. His subjects 
were: ‘‘ Bible Morality,” **Some Flaws in 
Christ’s Credentials,” and the ‘‘ Sunday 
Question.” Our people consider Mr. 
Remsburg a splendid speaker and an hon- 
est gentleman. The writer extended & 
challenge to our clericals to be present 
and ask questions upon the subject, but 
they did not show up. 

Last winter it was told the writer that 
the Disciple minister wished an Infidel to 
get up in his audience and state his reasons 
for being an unbeliever. A friend of 
mine wanted me to go and reply. I did 
go, but this moral dictator closed his ser- 
vices without giving me the privilege. 
He knewIwaspresent. B. F. Parsons, 


Orthodoxy Weakened in Little Palo. 

Paro, Ia., Dec. 4, 294. 
Mr. Eprtor:To you, your Brother George 
and all the Taure SiggkgR family, I send 
greeting. Ido hope you will hav a happy 
Christmas and New Year's, and that the 
coming year will be & very prosperous one 
to one and al}. I do not expect to see 
many more, a8 I am in my seventy-fourth 
year and feel the infirmities of old age 
creeping on very fast. But Iam still able 
to work some in tbe cause I like go well, 
and I take great pleasure in Tue TRUTH 
Szrrer and my books, what I hav left. I 
hav given away more than half of them, 
but I hav enough left to do good work 
with. I keep my paper and books a-going 
all I can, and I can see the good effects of 
it. This place cannot support one preacher 
well now. I hav seen the time when we 
had three and sometimes four, and I think 
I am to blame. I am well satisfied the 
church has not as strong a hold on the 
people here as it had years ago, and I do 
not intend it ever shall hav again if I can 
help it, for the older I get the more I am 
disgusted with the way it draws the money 
out of the people, and I ask the people 
what they receive for it? Well, they can 
not show much good for it sure. I must 
close now, hoping this may catch the eye 
of some that hav known me sometime in 

the past. I um, as ever, yours truly, 
: JOHN STRATFORD. 


Good Words for a New Lecturer, 
Crxors NATI, O., Dec, 6, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Last Sunday night Mr. E. 
C. Wilmot lectured for this society upon 
“The Orthodox Devil,” and although 
this was the second time he delivered this 
lecture for us, it was very interesting 
throughout. (Mr. Wilmot, in past seasons, 


lectured for us upon ‘‘Do the American 
Protestants Believe the Bible?" and ‘*The 
First Transgression.” He is drawing 
up a new lecture, ‘‘ Faith, Fiction, and 
Folly,” and he is now prepared to deliver 
the first three anywhere, and is willing to 
do so for a very low compensation. Mr. 
Wilmot is desirous of getting a start asa 
Freethought lecturer, and I recommend 
him to all asa very intelligent, brilliant, 
and unusually witty speaker. 

I consider him the equal of a profes- 
sional Freethought lecturer. He is a gen- 
tleman of about fifty years of age, a school 
teacher by profession, and his voice is 
very good, while his lectures are original 
and unique. 

The Cincinnati Enquirer, the morning 
paper having the largest circulation, de- 
voted almost a column to a report of his 
lecture delivered last Sunday night. This 
is the longest account of a lecture deliver- 
ered for us by a Freethought lecturer ever 
published, which is quite flattering to Mr. 
Wilmot. 

He would be a credit to the Freethought 
platform, and he stated to me that he 
would be willing to lecture for a very little 
above expenses. We all consider him a 
lecturer of much ability, and we are 
anxious to assist him. Any one desiring 
the services of Mr. Wilmot should address 
him at Pruett, Kenton Co., Ky. 

James R, ALLEN, 
Sec. Ohio Liberal Society. 


Providence—alias God. 
Los AwaELES, Turkey Day, 1894. 

Mz. Eprror: The usual Thanksgiving 
editorials appeared in our city papers to- 
day, and one editor referred to the alleged 
fact that Providence directs not only the 
aftairs of individuals but of nations, and 
he professed to believe it. Later on in 
editorial comments he took occasion to 
refer to the recent outrages in Armenia, 
and expressed it as his opinion that the’ 
signatory powers to the Berlin treaty 
should take immediate action to prevent 
other outrages of a similar kind. I regard 
this demand for immediate action to op- 
pose Providence, alias God, as a direct in- 
sult to his intelligence and an unjustifiable 
effort to help him manage his own affairs. 
Those who think Providence is ‘‘directing” 
the affairs of individuals, and nations also, 
should be the last to find fault with the 
way things go, or to use force in warring 
against his will. Who made these barba- 
rians with their brutal natures and blood- 
thirsty dispositions but this same Provi- 
dence who now directs and controls them; 
and what right hav those who believe 
this to criticise their God or counsel oppo- 
sition to his way of doing things? How 
can they affirm that ‘‘ he doeth all things 
well,” and then make efforts to defeat his 
possible intentions later on? It is remark- 
ably inconsistent to giv God credit for 
wisely running the world according to his 
plan and purpose, and then to attempt to 
run it themselvs. It looks very much as 
though they were dissatisfied with the ex- 
planation that ‘‘God’s ways are not our 
ways,” and had an idea that they could 
‘*direct” some things better than he is 
now doing. Such beliefs must eventually 
plunge those who hold them into doubt of 
the God idea and all ita attendant evils; 
and I wish to caution those who desire to 
retain the faith in the controling power of 
Providence, not to think too much on 
questions of this kind. *' There must be a 
God or some of us would lose faith,” is the 
purported remark of Armenians who sur- 
vived the massacre, which leads me to won- 
der how much longer faith can resist facts 
that utterly disprove it. How long can 
credulity continue to swallow what reason 
rejeots; and when, oh, when, will common 
sense cease to be rejected for idiotic non- 
sense? C. Severance, 


Prof. J. H. Cook on Right Living. 

CozumBus, Kan., Dec. 4, 1894, 
Mz. Eprror: ‘Right Living"! Susan 
H. Wixon could not hav chosen two more 
suggestiv, expressiv, and comprehensiv 
words as atitle for her book. Iam tempted 
to write those two words over and over till 
my sheet is full. Right living isan ideal to 
aspire to and work for in this ignorant and 
stupid world. Right living is all that life 
is worth. It implies, in its widest and 
fullest significance, that unless we are con- 
, ceived, gestated, born, and educated right, 


or in conformity to the laws of health, life, 
and parentage, there can be no right liv- 
ing. Right living is to be developed in 
every part of the brain and body, since all 
life or living is, to me, but the product of 
the organism. ‘‘A corrupt tree cannot 
bring forth good fruit,” or right living, 
for, as is the organism, so is the living. 
Right living is the objectiv point, the 
goal, of all true Freethinkers and humani- 
tarians. Right living would make our earth 
a paradise and supply all human wants. 
We want to keep open and free from all 
obstruction the road of human -progress, 
that humanity may grow into conditions of 
right living. Right living implies a state 
of society in which the love of truth, 
liberty, justice, and humanity predomin- 
ates. Oh, that the ‘‘soul savers,” who lead 
their votaries away from right living and a 
true life, would come down from the re- 
gions of the man-made gods and ‘airy 
nothing,” and liv right themselvs and teach 
right living. Right living pertains to the 
here and the now. Right living is to save 
and take care of the body. Right living 
in its fullest sense implies a basis of & 
strong, healthy body, with a dominant 
intellectual and moral brain—a fountain 
of physical and mental power and epjoy- 
ment. Right living implies right views 
and motivs. Right living includes every 
purpose of Freethought; all the objects of 
the Nine Demands. There can be no right 
living in slavery of any kind. Very few 
can or do liv right. How much I hav 
been cheated out of life by my ignorance 
and the false education of long ago! Our 
schools and ‘‘learned (?) professions” 
teach very little right living either by pre- 
cept or example. O reader, aspire to right 
living. J. H. Coox. 


Two Cartoons. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Deo. 8, 294. 

Mr. EprroR: A very long time has 
passed since I hav listened toa Thanks- 
giving sermon from a pulpit, but the 
one on your first page the week preced- 
ing the day appointed by the presi- 
dent is worthy of comment. Certainly 
your artist surpasses all the preach- 
ers in his representations of & model 
Thanksgiving. I think it would be well 
to preserve that picture, frame it, and 
hang it in our dining rooms to giv appetite 
to those who hav not as yet suffered the 
pangs of hunger. In the old slavery days 
was & picture representing a runaway slave 
woman, barelegged and barefooted, only 
one ragged garment covered a part of her 
person, & most agonized expression of 
fear upon her face asshe looked back upon 
her pursuers, who were running to over- 
take her. One of the persons represented 
was & Presbyterian minister of Boston 
who had emphasized from his pulpit the 
Christian duty of returning fugitivs to 
bondage, citing the example of Paul, who 
sent back Onesimus to his master; the 
other man was the ‘‘ godlike Webster," 
with his saying that, however disagreeable, 
“a constitutional duty must be per- 
formed," written upon the picture. That 
picture was hung on the wall of more than 
one parlor and did effectual work in show- 
ing the wickedness of Ohristian and repub- 
liean law. So this sermon so plainly 
preached by Watson Heston should be 
used to show people the wicked absurdity 
of thanking an unknown power for bless- 
ings which are curses when we consider 
the ignorance of a government which 
makes it possible that a few should be fed 
to repletion while the many die with 
starvation. 

I am always yours for the redemption of 
the world from ignorance and superstition, 

Lvox N. Corman. 


et Home-Makinb.» 
YONOALLA, OR., Nov. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: The question of **home- 
making" is one of the most important a 
man is called upon to decide, both for 
himself and his children. There are at 
this time hundreds and thousands of fami- 
lies living upon their small earnings or 
upon the bread of charity who, if they 
could get a small home farm, could at 
least raise what they need to eat and make 
a liviug and be independent, and be in a 
position to wait for the coming of **good 
times." Again there are many who hav 
saved something by years of toil and find 
themselvs thrown out of employment, 


with growing children who will need 
some place in which to start in life, and 
who are wondering if there may not be 
something better for them than a life of 
toil such as their fathers hav had, subject 
to periodical panics which stop manufact- 
uring, cut down trade, and consume the 
savings of yearsin buying food during the 
months of idleness. A safe business is 
that of the tiller of the soil, where he has 
a good farm, well located, properly cared 
for, and intelligently handled. When he 
givs his attention to husbandry instead of 
“ statesmanship " he is the most indepen- 
dent man in the world, free from care and, 
sure of his comfortable living. I do not 
refer to men who are trying on the stony 
hillsides of New England or upon the im- 
poverished farms of the Middle States, to 
force a living from the unwilling soil or 
trying to compete for a market against the 
fertil valleys and hills of western Oregon, ' 
where we never hav a failure of crops of 
any kind. Our land is very productiv. 
We raise all kinds of fruits except the 
tropical without irrigation. We raise 
wheat, oats, corn, and barley. We hav 
no blizzards nor cyclones. It is 8 warm, 
very healthful climate, well watered 
country, and land ischeap. The Yoncalla 
valley cannot be surpassed for fruit grow- 
ing, the famous California fruit belt not 
excepted, and Iam proud to say we hav a 
great many Liberals here who read Tux 
TRUTH SzrEkER. I take it and six other 
papers, but like it better than all the rest. 
Iam now getting up a club for it. I think 
it the best paper published in the United 
States. I hav been requested by & great 
many readers of your paper in the. Eastern 
states to write for its columns a descrip- 
tion of western Oregon; hence this letter, 
Any who may desire further information 
address as above, inclosing stamp. 

Yours for truth, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, W. Brummer. 


** Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 


Saainaw, Mron., Nov. 25, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: ‘Honor to whom honor is 
due "—a very consistent apothegm; but it 
is often thrown aside as useless material in 
these days of advanced Christian ethics. 
But in the ranks of Freethought it holds 
its sway. I confess that I am profoundly 
gratified to know that my most sanguin 
expectations hav been eclipssd by the su- 
perb excellence of Putnam’s new book— 
“Four Hundred Years of Freethought.” 
To say that I am pleased with it is not half 
what I feel; I am vastly more than pleased, 
The introduction alone is worth the price 
of the book; itis one of the clearest and 
most profound statements of the principles 
and methods of all that is fundamental in 
the literature of Freethought. The su- | 
thor’s definition of Freethought is unsur- 
passed in correctness and clearness of 
statement. The way in which Mr. Putnam 
presents the claims of the men and women 
who hay done so much to emancipate the 
human race from the cruel curse of relig. 
ion and superstition deserves the gratitude 
and profound admiration of every Free- 
thinker in the world. The record made 
by these noble workers is so faithfully 
drawn by the pen of this author, their 
merits and praiseworthiness go clearly set 
forth in terms that need no revision, that a 
sense of fitness says, Well done, Putnam! 
I wish a million copies of the great book 
could be placed in as many homes in this 
country. Allin all, it is the great work of 
this century on the line specified in the 
introduction. I am not only proud of the 
book, I am also proud of its author. 

I must also confess that Iam proud of 
the way in which the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany has done its work. In the presenta- 
tion of this work to the thoughtful public, 
in the perfection of its printed pages and 
beauty of its artistic faithfulness in the 
presentation of the faces of those whom 
the author put upon these pages through 
his mental pen with such nicely shaded 
colors, I congratulate the Truth Seeker 
Company in the highest terms of praise. 
Its artist complements the author’s mental 
pictures, while the author’s mental pict- 
ures equally complement tho artist. 

I hope the Truth Seeker Company will 
reap a rich reward in shekels of gold and 
silver for the good work it has done in the 
gift of this book to the public. I also 
trust that the author will not fail to gather 
ina handsome reward for his hard work 
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aside from the conviction of ** Well done, 
good and faithful servant.” It is not 
‘a season book, but & book for the coming 
ages as well as for the present. 

J. H. BusNHAM. 


Texas is After God as Well as Rockefeller, 
Lorena, Trx., Nov. 30, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: As I am a subscriber to 
your excellent paper, I trust you will giv 
me some room to express my ideas on a 
few questions. I protest, and I voice the 
sentiments of thousands, against your 
treatment of the ** God of Abraham,” You 
claim that he is the creature of human 
fancy. fo beit. Suppose you should in- 
vent something, and after mature deliber- 
ation you should decide that the universa] 
use of your invention would clothe you 
with power, surround you with wealth, 
and make you all that a poor earthly mor- 
tal should wish to be, would it not make 
you ''mad" if some one should abuse, 
malign, and otherwise seek to injure your 
invention and so far succeed as to very 
seriously shake your power? Now, I don’t 
pretend for a moment that I possess any 
such power as above spoken of, but a few 
of those thousands do. 

Your unkind utterances concerning God 
and Christianity shock my sensibilities 
(lucky in having them after having read 
Tur Trure SREKRR) very much. NowI 
know that ‘‘my redeemer liveth,” and it 
is very clearly demonstrated in those Kurd 
atrocities committed in Armenia the other 
day. The facts are well known, and some 
thousands of Christians were summoned 
before the judgment-seat of God, and the 
summons was served by Mohammedan sol- 
diery! But when we think of the reward 
awaiting those faithful followers of the 
**tmeek and lowly Nazarene,” who said, “If 
any man come unto me, and hate not his 
father, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and sisters; yea, and his own 
life also, he cannot be my disciple;” and 
whose disciple, after having fulfilled all the 
requirements, was inspired to. teach, that 
** whosoever hateth his brother is a mur- 
derer "—I repeat that when I think of the 
reward awaiting those victims of religious 
persecution, I feel tempted to yell, ** Hur- 
rah for Texas! " 

Of course, everyone knows that God is 
‘omnipotent and omniscient” (whatever 
that means), and therefore he necessarily 
knew the impending doom of those poor 
faithful Armenians. And he knew also, 
ages ago, that these poor people would 
be ruthlessly murdered, tortured to death 
by barbarians; the men, bound and help- 
less, forced to see their wives, sisters, and 
daughters suffer indignities that would 
bring the blush of shame to the brow of & 
Fejee Islander—and they might hav avert- 

: ed it by renouncing their belief (had they 
been so-a-mind)—and he never raised a 
finger to prevent it. 

There, you see, is where God’s loving 
providence comes in. Well, it’s a mighty 
good thing that God doesn’t liv in Texas, 
for, if he did, and these things had occurred 
in Texas, slong with the indictments against 
the soldiery for ‘‘murder, rape, and rob- 
bery” would hav been one against God 
Almighty as an accessory before the facts. 

I received ‘‘Four Hundred Years" all 
safe, and am well pleased with it; also, 
Bells ‘‘ Handbook of Freethought.” I 
would not be without them. 

Hoping that you may avoid the ‘‘ wrath 
to come," I am, as ever, the friend of 
liberty, Ww. M. MaTrHEWS. 


A Clerical Prevaricator Called to Time. 
CLAY CENTER, KAN., Deo. 1, 1894. 

Mr, Evrrok: Please find inclosed $5 
on books, and as soon as I sell the rest of 
the books I will send you more. Also 
find inclosed two articles taken from the 
Clay Center Dispatch. They speak for 
themselvs. 

Yours as ever, J. B. Wise. 

REV. MR, VENNUM’S UNGRAMMATIOAL DENIAL. 

Mr. Erron: I wish to say to your many 
readers that the statements made by Mr. 
Wise, and printed in your valuable paper, 
in which he (Wise) claims that he and my- 
self had a controversy in regard to certain 
portions of the Bible. Now, Mr. Editor, 
this is false. Mr. Wise and myself never 
had one minute’s conversation in regard 
to the Bible. Neither on my part hav we 
had & correspondence in regard to the 
Bible. Neither has Mr. Wise, up to this 
time, ever asked my opinion on any por- 
tion of the Bible. He has written mea 


great many letters which will show for 
themselvs when the proper time comes. 
The truth of the matter is, Mr. Wise is 
not seeking for truth, and his letters are 
such as no gentleman would write to an- 
other. lstood his slang writing for over 
one year. Coming home one day I found 
my wife feeling quite sad over a letter 
which he had sent me. The next day I 
wrote Mr. Wise and asked him in a gentle- 
manly manner to stop his letter writing to 
me, as I did not want to receive them in 
my family. Then came the postal card, 
which he wrote and mailed me, with his 
own name signed. This card will speak 
for itself in the proper time. When all 
his publications, regarding a discussion 
between he and myself, will recoil on his 
own deceitful head, for I defy him now, 
and ghall in the court, to show his letters, 
which he claims to hav received from me. 
He has them not, for they never hay been 
written, and all his slush is utterly false. 
. B. VENNUM. 


IN REPLY TO REV. MR. VENNUM. 

Eprror DisPrATOR: I would be pleased 
to answer the article written by H. B. 
Vennum, and which appeared in vour 
valuable paper of Oct. 25, 1894. Mr. Ven- 
num put himself upon record as & perse- 
cutor to perpetuate his faith—rather than 
appeal to reason—thereby making himself 
ridiculous in the minds of all liberty- 
loving people—and now seeing his posi- 
tion, he, by falsifying, tries to make the 
publie believe that he is innocent and only 
protecting his family against the sending, 
through the mail, such passages as are 
found in Isaiah xxxvi, 12, which he him- 
self claims to be holy. Were they holy, 
they would injure no one, but the rever- 
end's own actions show that he doubts 
their being holy, and is ashamed of his 
doctrin and does not even want his own 
family to know the kind of dootrin he 
paironizes, Mr. Vannum must not think 
that people are going to believe him sim- 
ply because he is a preacher. There are 
people in Clay Center and in his own 
town of Industry that will testify under 
oath that they saw letters which Mr. Wise 
received from Mr. Vennum while he and 
Wise were having a controversy on the 
Bible through the mail, and the people of 
Industry know when Mr. Vennum first 
came to Industry he started the dispute 
between himself and Mr. Wise by misrep- 
resenting Freethought, or Infidelity, as he 
was pleased to term it, and challenging 
people in many of his sermons (as is Very 
common for the clergy to do) to show 
wherein Freethought ever did anything 
for the world, thus forcing Mr. Wise into 
the dispute which ended in the arrest of 
Mr. Wise. 

Mr. Vennum is very bold in his asser- 
tions while having his own way, but when 
he thinks he will be beaten by argument 
and reason, he appeals to law to subdue 
his adversary, or he has business some- 
where else, as in the case of the lectures 
given at Industry by Mrs. Mattie P. 
Krekel, Professor Bell, and myself. He is 
never on hand to defend his cause, though 
getting invitations weeks shead, which 
shows there is something wrong with the 
man or his doctrin, or both. 

Washington, Kas. James PONTIUS. 


A View of Freethought. 
BE Dee. 7, 1894. 

Mr. EprroR: Lack of self-reliance, & 
prevailing sentiment of imperfestion, a 
feeling of dependence, carefully cultivated 
and entertained for the benefit of a few, 
permitted feudalism to flourish, acknowl- 
edged the right of hereditary rule, and 
initiated, developed, and promoted the 
worship of supernatural gods. 

Although weakness in human character 
is diminishing with the advance of educa- 
tion, mankind is yet unwilling to discard 
belief in religions incompatible with rea- 
son, & phenomenon that must find its 
explanation in the fact that routine, con- 
servatism, and superstition are united 
to maintain the customary and ancient 
theories. The older these theories are the 
more difficult it is for science to present 
direct proof of their apocryphal character. 

Religion is adjusted to the intellectual 
faculties of the masses. The Egyptian 
Iris succeeded to the fire and the sacred 
bulls of the earlier days; then came Zeus 
and Jupiter with more firmly established 
reputations, They were supplanted later 
by a unique divinity which himself under- 
went several modifications and transfor- 
mations, represented in his succeeding 
phases by the various creeds recognized 
up to date in civilized countries. : 

Notwithstanding we admire mythologie 
for their sometimes ennobling personifi- 
cations of the beautiful and the heroic, we 
rebuke the idea of worshiping ourselvs, 
Jupiter, or Woden, or of possessing a sat- 
isfactory substitute in a more powerful 


and independent God. A Moses, a Jesus 
Christ, or à Mohammed, who should ap- 
pear to-day, claiming to be inspired by & 
God, could awake only the commiseration 
of all thinking people, the commiseration 
that we all feel for the insane. We are 
advanced enough to refuse to believe that 
miracles can’ be performed in our day, 
but are willing to admit that miracles 
were possible some twenty centuries ago. 

It is true, science is so far powerless to 
solve the problem, the origin of our exist- 
ence; it is, however, an even more diffi- 
cult task to prove the existence of 8 crest- 
ing God, although the assumption is the 
easiest of explications and therefore ac- 
cepted by those having no use for difficult 
problems. The faithful believer is con- 
ient to end all discussions on this subjeot 
with the double interrogation: **But who 
has made us and all our surroundings? 
Can anything come out of nothing?" 

Freethought as well as the church claims 
to teach the good and to condemn the bad. 
The difference lies merely in the method, 
the latter employing hypothetical illustra- 
tions and invoking supernatural sanction; 
the first contenting itself with the use of 
known, proven facts to fortify its teaching. 
It seems logical to assert that supernatural 
examples are more difficult to compre- 
hend, by both children and adults, than 
historical, simply human facts. Is it not 
a8 easy to educate our children in the love 
of the good and the hatred of the bad as in 
the fear ofa God's anger? Are we com- 
pelled to seek moral illustrations in le- 
gends and stories the authenticity of which 
can never be proved? 

If it is pleaded that civilization is due to 
the religious infiuence of Christianity, it is 
answered that it is an acknowledged fact 
that the Egyptians and the ancient Greeks, 
three and four thousand years ago, attained 
the hight of civilization. 

Farther, it is inexact to affirm that mo- 
rality cannot exist without religion. Not 
taking. into account that we hav to con- 
demn as immoral a considerable number 
of passages of the (alleged) holiest of 
books, we find that in a broader sense 
morality means happiness; he who creates 
happiness for himself and others, injuring 
none, is moral. Everybody is aware that 
the church never claimed earthly happi- 
ness as the most desirable condition of 
things, assuming that humanity is too 
weak to do good if there ia no further 
punishment for the bad. We hav, how- 
ever, no warrant to indulge the degrading 
supposition that, for instance, charity 
would cease without the hope of direct 
and material remuneration. It is, on the 
contrary, morally elevating to suggest 
that people are capable of doing good 
without hope of compensation. On the 
other hand, it may easily be ascertained 
that the simple belief in religion does not 
prevent immorality and crime—ignorance 
grasping quickly, through simple repent- 
ance, pardon for any mischief. 

Cultivation of the mind is essential to 
the comprehension, the propagation, and 
the living of ethical principles. One can 
further safely state that eternal punish- 
ment, being exaggerated, cannot be moral; 
in fact, the question arises here: How can 
there be peace for & real moral soul in the 
expeotation of seeing the eternal torture 
of a large part of humanity? When we 
subtract damnation from religious teach- 
ings we deprive all religious creeds of their 
foundation. Eva. TEWELS, 


Would Exorcise *‘ Him ” by an Ejacula- 
tion. 


Farerax, Minn., Deo. 7, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: In view of the fact that 
nature sbsolutely solvesthe great mystery 
of life, creation, and phenomena, in our 
presence and under the immediate view of 
our senses in a light wherein we may per- 
ceive and read the entire details and logic 
as expressed by her functions of power in. 
bringing into existence the products and 
reproducts of the globe, which are actual 
fruits of nature's functions and not prob- 
lematical creatures of assumption, and 
compelling them to pass through a career 
of definit stages of existence from a non- 
organized state of matter, to an ultimate 
entity and & final destiny—why is it, in 
view of all this, that science, with so many 
discriminating students, has so long sig- 
nally failed to explain the details of the 


operation in some cymmon-sense, intelli- 
gent manner? i 

The answer to the query can be looked 
for only in the postulated Theistic idea 
expressed in the first verse of the Bible, 
‘In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.” The belief in 
the assumption has been almost universal, 
and has become so deeply rooted in the 
minds of mankind that it is almost impos- 
sible for them to perceive that the entire 
functions of creation are inherent in the 
primeval matter composing nature, and 
that fille all space, instead of in an ideal 
personal being called God, who is repre- 
sented to be entirely alien to and inde- 
pendent of the principles, powers, and 
functions of nature, and who is endowed 
with the most extraordinary super-human 
powers that can be conceived of by mor- 
tals, an image in the form and likeness of 
man and possessing his attributes and 
propensities. j 

Besides being represented as a monstrous 
superhuman being, he is represented as 
being a God—the creator of the entire 
universe and all belonging to it, as his 
empire, and the inhabitants thereof his 
created subjects, who were created by his 
autocratic majesty, as emperor, for his 
especial purpose and for their especial 
benefit while subjects of his worldly em- 
pire, over which he rules with despotic 
power by his mere will and providence 
only, promising to all his subjects who are 
loyal and faithful to him and obey his 
edicts in this world, a perpetual seat near 
his throne in a spiritual empire, which he 
has erected and prepared for them some- 
where outside, or in some remote corner 
of this material empire. The disloyal and 
unfaithful are to be confined in a horrid 
prison especially prepared for them in 
some Siberian corner, the localities both 
being unknown to mortals. 

This postulated God is assumed to be the 
only true god over and above many 
other supposed gods. He is eternal, ever- 
lasting, most high, almighty, all powerful, 
all-knowing—knowing the end of all things 
from their beginning—omnipresent, Lord 
God, God of gods, Lord of lords, & great 
King above all gods, a God of hosts 
greater than all Gods. He is a spirit, a liv- 
ing God, the great God of Israel in whom 
all powers reside and than whom there 
are no higher powers, for ''there is no 
power but of God and the powers that be 
are ordained of God” (Rom. xiii, 1), thus 
slienating all powers of nature entirely 
from thedomain of his empire and [assum- 
ing] authority over it. 

Thus there is supposed to be but ‘‘ one 
God—the father, of whom are all things, 

*. one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
are all things" (1 Cor. viii, 6), who is 
entirely independent of the prinoiples, 
powers, and functions of nature; in fact, 
who is the supreme being, author, de- 
signer, and creator of nature. And that 
it was absolutely necessary that he should 
be and exist, in order to design and create 
his own empire and all belonging to it 
without any kind of matter or raw mate- 
rial, or even 8 hint of any other law or 
power than hiswill; that he might govern, 
control, and execute by his providence, 
his will power, over his entire domain. 
All that is necessary for him to do in 
order to carry into effect his commands 
and laws is for him to speak his will and 
say, Let it be. His voice isso powerful 
that his entire limitless empire —the 
bounds of which are inconceivable by 
mortals—instantly hear, obey, and it is 
done. 

To overthrow the entire Theistic ides 
and the Theistic theory based upon it, it is 
only necessary to exercise a little common 
sense and repeat the oft expressed ejacula- 
tions of women, ‘‘How ridicglous!” ‘‘The 
idea!" 

The number of essays and books that 
hav been written, since records begen, 
based upon the postulated iden of god— 
which has been taken for granted as being 
true without aetual proof or knowledge or 
even & hint of law—if piled upon a plot of 
ground ten miles square would make a 
mountain a mile in hight. As yeta solu- 
ticn upon that foundation appears to be no 
nearer & satisfactory answer than when 
records first began. Why? Itis because 
the assumption to begin with is not true. 

i Grorar Davis, 
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@hildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H, Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tionr for this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
hen the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


The Little Arm-Chair. 


Nobody sits in the Jittle arm-chair; 
It stauds in a corner dim; 
But a white-haired mother gazing there 
And yearningly thinking of him, 
Sees through the dust of long ago 
The bloom of her boy's sweet face 
As he rocks 80 merrily to and fro, 
With a laugh that cheers the place. 


Sometimes he holds a book in his hand, 
Sometimes a pencil and slate; 

And the lesson is hard to understand, 
Aud the figures hard to mate; 

But she 8ees the nod of the father'a head, 
8o proud of his little son, 

And she hears the wordso often said: 
“ No fear for our little one." 


They were wonderful days, the dear, sweet days, 
When a child with suony hair 
Was hore to scold. to kiss, and to praise 
At her knee in the little chair. 
She lost him backiuher busy years, 
When the great world caught the man 
And he strode away past bopes and fears 
To his place in the battle’s van. 


And now and then in a wistful dream, 
Like a picture out of date, 
She sees a head with a golden gleam 
Bent over a pencil and slate. 
And she livs again the happy day, 
The days of her young life's spring, 
When the small arm-chair stood just in the way, 
The center of everything..—Harper’s Bazaar. 
EBENE" Hp. 


Correspondence. 


Mirrogp, Mass, Nov. 17, 1894. 

Dean Miss Wixow: I am interested in 
Tue Trors Srrxer asa liberal paper, and 
especially interested to see the Children’s 
Corner made of value to the children. I 
think there ought to be not only a Chil- 
dren’s Corner, but a paper for children. 
As we hav no such paper, I want to see 
parents and children take hold and at 
least show that they are interested, and 
consequently write to ask if there is any- 
thing I can do to assist in that line. 

I hav three daughters between the ages 
of twelve and sixteen, and the middle one, 
aged fourteen, has written a letter for the 
Corner. J hav asked the children several 
times if they would like to write for the 
paper, but they said they had nothing to 
write about. 'lhey did not want to say, 
“This is my first letter to the Corner; I 
am a Freethinker, and hope this letter 
won't find the waste basket." I told them 
to write about something they knew, but 
they are so much like their mother that 
they can’t write without something to call 
them out. Lillian Boyd’s letter struck 
Bertha as something to write about, so 
you hav it. I think, perhaps, I can get 
the others to write later. They do not 
know that Bertha has written. 

Ihav my own ideas about the religious 
education of children, and the principal 
thing, I think, is to leave the religion out. I 
would, if I could hav controled the matter, 
never hav had them hear the word God 
nor religion until they were old enough to 
study and compare religions. As it was not 
possible to do this, I treated the matter as 
one of no importance. and when Bertha 
was six years old a Catholic girl began to 
talk to her about God, and Bertha said, 
“Emma, you must stop. My mamma don't 
want us to talk slang. She don’t allow us 
to say, ‘ You bet,’ nor ‘ By golly,’ nor ‘By 
George,’ nor talk about God, nor any- 
thing bad.” She had heard men swear, 
and heard women use slang, and hearin 
the word God in the swearing considered 
it all one thing. When children talked re- 
ligion to my girls, they would ask me about 
it. Once one of them asked me about 
Jesus, and I told her I did not know any- 
thing about him. The Bible represented 
him as a good man who died for his belief; 
but historians differed, some claimed there 
was no proof that he ever lived, and some 
thought he did liv. ‘‘Well,” said my little 
girl, ‘‘youw don’t know about it then.” 
** No," said I, ‘‘I don’t know.” ‘Well, I 
guess the whole thing is mixed,” said she, 
and dropped the subject. 

I never allow the girls to attend Sunday 
school (where the purpose is to control the 
thinking of children). _I did not teach 
them that they were Freethinkers, but 
merely kept them thinking, not on re- 
ligion, but on other matters; on how they 
wanted & dress made, how they wanted 
their hair arranged, how to control them- 
selvs, to observe others’ actions, and 
through their own experience and obser- 
vation know what was right and wrong; to 
read what they could understand on dress 
and hav clothes made sensibly from choice, 
and I saw to it that comfortable dress was 
beautiful dress as far as possible, Now 


that they are old enough to reason on re- 
ligion, they are as rational on that as on 
other things. Of course, in results, I hav 
not reached my ideal with them, but, con- 
sidering their inheritance, I hav done well, 
or hav sueceeded in having them do well. 
The children hav always been free in 
thought and in expression, and sometimes 
the expression would be a surprise to me 
on 8 line that was quite new. 

I bought a colored doll for my youngest 
when she was four years old. The doll 
looked so much alive that I liked it my- 
self. I dressed it up nicely, and the chil- 
dren ail loved it better than any doll they 
ever had. A lady visited us and wanted 
them to dress the doll in calico and put an 
apron and cap on her and hav her for a serv- 
ant for the other dolls. The children could 
not understand it. ‘‘Why make ber a 
servant?” ‘Because sheis black." **What 
bas black to do with it?" ‘‘Why, folks 
used to make slaves of black folk.” ‘‘I 
don't see why?" andthen, ‘‘Isn’t a servant 
as good as anybody? When Hannah [the 
girl who helped with our work] goes out, 
she dresses as nicely as anybody, and she 
takes as good care of us as mamma does. 
and we like her. I gness the black doll 
can keep her nice clothes.” I said to the 
woman. who wassa Democrat during the 
war, ‘* You see how old slavery ideas stick 
to you, and how almost impossible it is for 
one taught to respect the rights of others 
to understand the possibility of slavery.” 

Then conversing on woman’s equal right, 
their ideas came out as unexpectedly. 
There were two boys that used to play with 
about eight or ten girls in our yard. the 
largest and the smallest were boys. They 
used to play ‘‘ cars”; the big boy would go 
ahead and the largest girl take hold of his 
coat and so on down, the little boy being 
in the rear. They would puff and scuff 
their feet and call stations, and hav a good 
time. One day the older boy was away, 


but I saw the train going on regular time; 
presently Pearl, my oldest, then six, came 
in and sat down. I noticed she looked as 
though something was wrong. I asked, 
‘What's the matter, Pearl?" **Mamma, it’s 
the fanniest thing; it doesn’t make any 
difference how little or how weak the boy 
is, he thinks a boy must be enoin /" and 
she would not play so. So all through 
their lives I hav noticed that children 
brought up to think will think, and there 
is little danger of ‘‘ Christians stealing our 
children” if we do not put our children 
under their infiuence. j 

Pardon this long letter. I hav written 
this much to you to show you that I am 
really interested in the subject, and let 
you see whether or not I could help in any 
way in booming the Children’s Corner. 

I wish C. Fannie Allyn would contribute 
regularly. Her mother's heart is always 
full of love for the little ones. I hav heard 
her speak of you many times, and she has 
wanted me to meet you. 

I was away from home on Bertha's four- 
teenth birthday, so wrote her a long letter 
on Freethought and intellectual hospital- 
ity, etc. It is from that she makes her 
quotation. I thought her old enough to 
hav me help her formulate a definition 
of Freethinker, and not get the idea that 
many older persons hav, that you must 
accept some particular Materialist’s or Ag- 
nostic’s view to be a Freethinker. 

Sincerely yours, : 
M. FroRENOE JOHNSON. 


[The above was not written for publica- 
tion, but the ideas presented are so good 
that we prevailed on the writer to consent 
to its appearance in print. We feel sure 
all will appreciate the thoughts expressed, 
and mothers may find some ideas in Mrs. 
Johnson’s views for guidance in bringing 
up their own children, We had a delight- 


ful meeting with Mrs. Johnson in Boston, 
on the 2d of December at our lecture in 
Paine Hall. She is a fine elocutionist, be- 
ing a graduate from the Emerson school 
of oratory, and among her dramatic reci- 
tations she includes one from ‘‘ Apples of 
Gold "—** Jack Howard’s Stepmother ”— 
which, she says, never fails to interest her 
hearers, especially the boys. Mrs, John- 
son is a talented lady, and we commend 
her to those seeking such service as. she 
ean so well render. Her three lovely 
daughters, Pearl, Bertha, and Olive, are 
violinists and giv rare promis for the fu- 
ture. ; 

We also met tbat Sunday our esteemed 
friend, Fannie Allyn, as bright and win- 
some as ever. She has occasionally illu- 
mined the Corner by her poetic effusions, 
and she will always find a royal welcome 
there, whenever she may come again.— 
Ep. C. O.] 


Allare architects of fate 
Working in these walls of time - 
Some with massiv deed and great, 
Some with ornaments of rh'yme. 
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L In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 
cents. 


Lithograph of R. G. Ingersoll. 
inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents 


22x28. 


History of Christianity, Comprising all that 


relates to Christianity in the ‘ Decline 
and Fal of the Roman Empire.” Half 
calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. 


orce and Matter. By Professor Ludwig 


Buchner, M.D. Half calf, $3; vellum 
cloth, $1.50. 


D ynamic Theory of Life and Mind. By James 
B. Alexander. Cloth, $2.75. 

L#sons From the World of Matter and the 
World of Man, By Theodore Parker, 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.25. 

Asleep and Awake. A new Liberal novel, 


By Raymond Russell. Cloth, side and 
back stamp, $1. i 


Coesmian Hymn Book. With music to all 


the songs. Edited by L. K. Washburn. 
Cloth, zit side stamp, $1.50. " 


sax For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. cog 
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Jew Publications. 


Unless otherwise specified, all publica- 
tions noticed here can be had of Tux 
TRUTH Seeker Company, at the price 
named. : 


“The Better World," by E. B. South” 
wick, M.D., is published by the Truth 
Seeker Company, New York. The title 
suggests heaven, but the writer is only 
concerned with the heaven he has 
dreamed on earth.. His work is a Utopian 
romance, narrating his fancied experiences 
among an ideal community, in which wis- 
dom, virtue, and happiness prevail, and 
women take the lead in most things. - One 
point is rather odd —the women, in conse- 
quence of suckling their young artificially, 
hav no more bosom than the men; and, as 
both sexes dress alike, it is only by the 
broader hips and smaller feet that you 
know you are talking to & female. Dr. 
Southwick's romance is in some respects 
interesting, but in other respects rather 
tiresome, It isa form of composition to 
which only great art and high literary 
form can reconcile us. We think Dr. 
Southwick would be better advised to de- 
liver his message to the world in a straight- 
forward exposition. 

**Religion and the Bible," by F. D. 
Cummings, reaches us from the same 
publishing house. It contains much 
shrewd criticism of the orthodox faith 
from the standpoint of a Spiritualist. 
Being written with great simplicity and 
lucidity, and with unmistakable candor 
and earnestness, it should be useful in in- 
troducing Freethought to orthodox read- 
ers. That the writer still believes in im- 
mortality, not as an article of faith, but as 
the disclosure of reason, perhaps adds to 
its utility in this respect. — London Free- 
thinker. 


Weak Lungs. 


Extracts from Dv. Hunter’s Famous Book, show- 
iug Remarx»b e Success in Lung Cases. (Con- 
tinued frum last week's Truth Seeker.) 

The mind has such a controling inflaence over 
the bealing powers of the body that there is little 
chance for the recovery of any one who believes 
his disease incurable. Once convinced that he 
can reasonably hops for the restoration of his 
health, by knowing of the cure of others simi- 
larly afflicted. his vitality increases and every 
function of his body responds tothe ministra- 
tions of the physician. 

I have in thousands of cases, inc'uding all 
stages and forms of Consumpsion, effected the 
removal of every symptom and the complete 
restoration of health. 

The following cures show what can be accom- 
plished by a proper treatment of the lungs: 

I.—Mr. Frank E. Lewen, of Delury’s, corner 
Sixth Avenue and Fourteenth street, New 
York City, was attacked in Marca, 1890, 
with a dgep congestion of the lungs which 
rapidly developed into phthisis. His disease 
continued to increase until Nov. 28th, at which 
time he came under my care. His left lung was 
then solid with tubercles, and his cond- tion so 

. critical that I feared he might not live a month 

His cough was incessan', his expectoration a 
thick yellow matter, and his breath extremely 
short. He was placed at once under treatment 
by antiseptic inhalations and showed signs of 
improvement from the first. His breathing was 
freer, the solidified portion of his left lung grad- 
ually diminished by the absorption of the tuber- 
culous matter, and his condition became hopeful 
of cure. In eighteen months from the com- 
mencement he ceased treatment a wel man. He 
has not required a prescription for the last nine 
months, and has passei through the severe 
weather of last winter without any signs of 
relapse. 

Il.—James Bynum, of Brooklyn, N. Y , had been 
for several years afflicted with catarrh before his 
lungs became affected. He had had several at- 
tacks of hemorrhage, and was just recovering 
from one when he first consnlted me. His cough 
was attended by purulent expectoration. Every 
afternoon he had a chill, followed by a high fever: 
and at night became bathed in a cold sweat. In 
the three and a half months preceding the 10th of 
October he had lost twenty-seven pounds in 
weight. On examining his lungs I found a large 
cavity in the apex of the left, from which he was 
coughing up a mixture of pus and softened 
tubercle, and the lung around the cavity was dull 
under percussion and partly solidified by the 
deposition of tuberculous matter. Considering 
the rapid progress the disease had made. the 
emaciated condition to which he was reduced: 
and the violence of his present symptoms, it was 
impossible not to fee! the gravest doubts of his 
recovery. My first prescription was made on the 
10th of October, and Icontinued to treat him 
through the winter and following summer. Ina 
little over a year from commencing treatment he 
was able to attend to his business, and in six 
months more every symptom had entirely left 
him and he had nearly regained his best weight 
before his sickness. 

IJIL—Mrs. Edward Raynor, of 24 Lake street, 
East Orange, N. J., was another bad case which 
had resisted all the usual remedies and been pro- 
nounced hopeless. Her Ikcft lung was ulcerated 
and a large cavity existed in the upper lobe. The 
disease began in a severe congestion of the lungs 
in the great blizzard of March, 1888. This was 
followed some two years later by a severe attack 
of la grippe She coughed up bloody matter 
from the lungs, had hectic fever and night 
sweats, was very short of breath, greatly emaci- 
ated, had an ulcerated throat, and her nervous 
system was utterly broken down, Under the di- 


‘tious utterances. 


rect treatment of the lungs by antiseptic air in- 
halations her life was saved. All the symptoms 
of her disease have disappeared, her lungs are 
restored, and her genera! health fully re- 
established. 

IV.—David Hiscox, of 390 Webster avenue, Long 
Island City, a wealthy manufacturer, writes: 
"Every part of my system was breaking down 
under the weight of cough, profuse discharge, 
night sweats, and my chest seemed as if held in a 
vise. Under your treatment my strength came 
back, cough and night sweats disappeared. Iwas 
once more able to breathe. I could get a full, 
deep. satisfying breath of fresh air, and it was & 
glorious satisfaction that I had thought I would 
never realize again.” 

V.—Jesse F. Hiscox, of Long Island City, N. Y., 
says of his case: '" My experience has been of the 
most satisfactory and substantial kind. I con- 
tracted catarrh, which gradually developed into 
bronchitis and a bad bronchial asthma. I treated 
with five different physicians, two of whom were 
specialists in lung diseases, but they had no con- 
trol over my case. Under your treatment I have 
not had the slightest return of asthma, while the 
eatarrh and bronchitis have been entirely over- 
ecme. I am perfectly convinced that yours is the 
only treatment for diseases of the breathing 
organs ” 

YL—Mr. A. B. Tuthill, of 67 Perry street, New 
York city, was attacked by la grippe in April, 
1891, Which rapidly developed into catarrhal bron- 
chitis, threatening to end in quick consumption. 
Under antiseptic air inhalations all his symptoms 
disappeared and he entirely regained his health. 

VII.—Mr. Lambert Miller, of 324 Willow avenue, 
Hoboken, N. J. (with the wholesale house of Claf- 
lin & Co., New York city), was afflicted for eigh- 
teen months with catarrh of the throat, nose, and 
lungs, Which affected his who'e system—brain, 
nerves, and breathing. He derived no benefit 
from the usual treatment by h.s physicians, but 
under local treatment by antiseptic air inhala- 
tions he steadily improved and completely re- 
covered his health. 

Here are seven cases of Lung disease—three of 
them confirmed Consumption, two of chronic 
Bronchitis and Asthma combined, and three of 
Catarrhal Bronchitis—all of which were radically 
restored to health by local treatment applied di- 
rectly to thelungs. They prove that tuberculous 
matter can be absorbed and tuberculous cavities 
healed in the lungs by antisepticinhalations. No 
other treatment known has ever accomplished 
such results. Antireptic air inhalations consti- 
tute the only hops that exists for any form of 
lung disease. 

ROBERT HUNTER, M. D., i 
117 West 45th Street, New York. 
(To be continued next week.) 

Nots —Any of the readers of The Truth Seeker 
who desires copy of Dr. Hunter’s book can ob- 
tain it, free, by addressing him as above. 


Items of Interest. 


SAMUEL Gowrzns thinks that within a 
year we shall hav a big industrial revival. 


* Tax Chicago Press Clipping Bureau has 
been incorporated with a capital of 
$10,000. ; 


Tur New York World recently. put in 
five more linotypes, giving it the largest 
equipment of any newspaper office In the 
world. s 


Raorntiy at Patunkurk, Ulster county, 
N. Y., while Mrs. Harriet M. Davenport 
was on her knees near the stove saying 
her morning prayers, her dress caught 
fre and she was so badiy burned that she 

ied. 


ARGENTINA has adopted the system of 
standard timein use in the United States. 
All railways and public institutions will be 
governed by Cordoba time, which will be 
given daily by the national observatory at 
that point. 


Tue standing order committee of the 
Reichstag refused to report the proposi- 
tion to prosecute Herr Liebnecht for 5edi- 
The same committee 
also refused to punish the Socialist mem- 
bers who declined to rise and cheer for the 
Kaiser. The vote stood nine to four. 


Senator Prrrer is trying to stop the 
expensiv junketing which follows the 
death of Seuators and  Hepresentativs. 
He has introduced a bill limiting the 
expense of the govenment to the cost of a 
neat coffin and the transportation of the 
remains to the home of the family of the 
deceased, in charge of a sergeant-at-arms. 


Tar Chicago Women’s Club is to open a 
sanitary sewing shop in the heart of the 
sweating district. Two floors of a large 
building hav been leased. The upper 
floor is well lighted by windows and sky- 
lights, and will be the sewing-room. Tne 
machines will be run by steam. The 
other floor will be fitted up for lodgings 
for the girls. 


Rev. Josera Norwoop, American Bible 
Society agent in Venezuela, was im- 
prisoned because of his religion. The 
American minister at Caracas demanded 
his release. The secretary of the interior, 
by order of the president ad interim, at 
once telegraphed to the president of the 
state of Los Andes—where the arrest 
occurred—to instantly release Mr. Nor- 
wood and punish those responsible for the 
arrest, reminding the executiv that relig- 
ious propaganda is not an offense under 
Venezuelan law, The preacher was im- 


mediately released and the chief of police 
who ordered the arrest was dismissed from 
his office. . 


Frety yearsago twenty-eight weavers in 
the mills of Rochdale, Eng., started a 
codperativ society. Each contributed one 
pound sterling to the capital of the com- 


-pany. There are now in that country 


more than 1,700 codperativ societies, with 
1,800,000 members. The aggregate cap- 
ital is $90.000,000, and the annual output 
is about $250,000,000, with profits amount- 
ing to nearly $28,000,000. In 1844 the 
Rochdale operators were able to carry 
their purchases in & wheelbarrow. Now 
the Coóperativ Wholesale Society has an 
ocean-going fleet of seven steamers, and 
among British buyers it does the largest 
trade of all in the produce of the world. 


——— ülÓÓ—— 


Improved Digestion. 

The patient is reqaired to diet. Ia building up 
and maintaining good health, milk is recognized 
as & valuable factor, bat itis important that it be 
absolutely pure and sterilized. Borden’s Peer- 
less Brand Evaporated Cream meets all require- 


ments. Ent rely wholesome. 
et —————— —— 


How's This! 


We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward for any 
case of Catarrh taat cannot be cured by Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure. : . 

E. J. CHENEY & CO , Props , Toledo, O. 

We the undersigned have known W. F. Cherey 
for the last 15 vears. and believe him perfectly 
honorable in all business transactions and finan- 
cially able to carry ont any obligation made by 
their firm. : 

West & TRrAx, Wholesale Druggiste, Toledo,O. 

WALDING, Kinnan & Marvin, Wholesale Drug- 
gists, Toledo. O. f . . 

Hall’s Catarrh Cure is taken internally, acun 
directly upon the b'ood and mu ‘ous su’fares o 
the system. - Price, 75c. per bottle. So:d by all 
Druggists. Testimonials. 


GET THE WONDERFUL NEW BOOK! 


Science of Life and Power of our Mind: 


OR, 
UNIVERSAL HEALTH RESTORED. 
PRICE, $2.00. 
R. C. HANNON, C.8.B. 
509 Linden St., Scranton, Pa. 
1 


In the nature of things, 
SAYS 


= BN 
ip ERE 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


* In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration." Such is the text of the 
Oolonel's new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


LINCOLN 

This is Colonel Incrxsoxy’s great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century's 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by Iserzsorr, with likeness 


of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt. 


death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


WANTED. To correspond with 
young lady of good moral character, between the 
ages of 20 and 25; those interested in the study of 
literature. music, and buman nature preferred. 

4t4 Address C. A. LINDSAY, Butte, Mont. 


FREE 


A Valuable Hook on Nervous 

Diseases to any address by the 

REV. E. KONIG, 
—FORT WAYNE, IND.— 


Scientific Works. 


Three Introdnetory Lectures on the 
Science of Thought. By F. Max Mül- 
ler. 1. The Simplicity of Language; 2 The 
Identity of Language and Thought, and 3. 
The Simplicity of Thought. With an appendix 
which contains a correspondence on “Thought 
Without Words,” between F. Max Muller and 
Francis Galton, the duke o; Argyll, George J. 

Romanes, and others. Neatly bound in cloth. 
Price, 75c. 

Three Lectures on The Science of Lan- 
gnage. By Prof. F. Max Müller. The 

xford University Extension Lectures. With 
a supplement, ** My Predecessors." an essay on 
genesis of “The Science of Thought.” 112 
pages; cloth. Price, 75c. 

The Psychology of Attention. By Th. 

xperi- 


Ribot, professor of Comparative and 
mental Psychology at the College de France, 
and editor of the Revue oHosoph "ue. Au- 
thorizedtranslation. Treating ot the following 
topics: 1. Spontaneous, or. Natural, Attention. 
—4, Emotional states; b, Physical manifesta- 
tions; e. Surprise. 2. Voluntary, or Artificial, 
Attention.—a, Its mechaniam; b, Inhibition; c. 
The feeling of effort. 8. The Morbid States o 

ttention.—a, Distraction; 0, Hypochondria; 
¢, Fixed ideas and ecstasy; d, Idiocy; e, Atten- 
tion in sleep and hypnosis. Cloth, T5c. 


Fnndamental Problems. The Method of 
Philosophy as a Systematic Arraugement of 
Knowledge. By Dr. Paul Carus. Price, $1. 

The Psychic Life of Micro-Organisms. 
A Study in Experimental Psychology. By Al- 
fred Binet. Translation from the French with 
the sanction of theauthor. Treating of the fol- 
lowing subjects: 1. The Psychology of the Cell 
—Introductory. 2. The Structu.al and Psycho- 
logical Character of Proto-Organisms: Motory 
and Sensor Organs. 8. The Psychology of 
Nutrition: Holophytic, Saprophytic, and Ani- 
mal Nutrition; Predatory Habits of Certain 
Animalcula. 4. Colonies of Unicellular Organ- 
isms. 5. Fecundation of Proto-Organisms. 6. 
Fecundation ot Higher Animals and Plants. 7a 
The Physiological Fuuction of the Nucleus. 8. 
Correspondence between Alfred Binet and Oh, 
Richet (professor of physiology in the Faculty of 
Medicine at Paris) respecting cellular psychol- 
ogy. 10mo, 185 pages; cloth, 76c.; paper, 50c. 


Wheelbarrow Articles and Discussions 


on the Labor Qnestion, Including the 
Controversy with Mr. Lyman F, Gage on the 
Ethics of the Board of Trade; and also the Con- 
iroversy with Mr. Hugh Ò. Pentecost, and 
others,on the Single Tax Question. Elegant 
cloth binding, portrait of the author, and auto- 
graph letter. Price, $1. 


The Idea of God. By Dr. Paul Carus. 
' Being a disquisition cn the development of 
the idea of God in human thought and history; 
discussing: 1. The Nature of Ideas. 2, The Et- 
ypology ot The Word God. 8. God an Abstract 
dea. 4. 'The Conceptions of God (Polytheism, 
Monotheism, Pantheism, Theism, and Atheism). 
5. Definitions of the Idea of God. 6. Entheism, 
the Monastic Conception of God. Price, 150. 


Epitomes of Three Sciences. 1. Com- 
parative Philology: The Study of Sanscrit. B 
rof. H. Oldenberg, of the University of Kiel. 
—a, Banscrit Research; b, From Jones to Las- 
sen; c, The Discovery of the Veda; d, The In- 
terpretation of the Veda; e, The History of the 
Vedic Epoch. 2. Experimenta. sychology 
By Prof, Joseph Jastrow, of the University of 
isconsin.—a, Aspects of Modern Paychology- 
b. Psychology in Germany; o, Fsyehology. in 
France and Italy; d. Psychology in Great Brit 
ited’ States. 8. Old Testament 
Rise of the people of Israel, 
: ornell, of the University of 
sborg t The Traditions of the People of 
Israel; b, The Migrations of the Tribes of 
Israel; c, The Conquest of Palestine and the 
ngdom of Israel. With especial introductions 
by Professors Oldenberg and Cornell, and 
atory remarks by the editor of the 
Court. Elegant cloth binding. Price, 75c. 


The Ethical Problem. By Dr. Paul 
Oarus. Three Lectures, delivered before the 
Society for Ethical Culture of Chicago at the 
inyifation of the Board of Trustees: 1. Ethics, 
a Science; 2. The Data of Ethics; 3. The The- 
ories of Ethics. 112 pages, cloth. Price, 50c. 


On Double Conscionsness. Experimental 
Psychological Studies. By Alfred Binet. Table 
of contents: 1. Introductory; Experimental 
Psychologyin France. 2. Proof of Double Con- 
sciousness in Hysterical Individuals. 8. The 
Relations between the 'T'wo Consciousnesses of 
HystericalIndividuals. 4. The Hysterical Eye. 
5. Mechanism or Bubconsciousness? 6. The 
Graphic Method and the Doubling of Conscious- 
ness. 7. The Intensity of Subconscious States. 
8. The Role of Suggestion in Phenomena of 
Double, Consciousness. 9. Double Conscious- 
ness in Health. 93 pages, paper. Price, 50c. 

By 


The Lost Mannscript. A Novel. 
Gustave Freytag. A handsome, elegantly 
bound edition of this famous and popular Ger- 
man romance. The author writes as a motto 
for the American edition: "A noble buman 
life does not end on earth with death. It con- 
tinues in the minds and deeds of friends, as well 
as in the thoughts and the activity of the na- 
tion." In two octavo volumes; boxed. Price, $4. 


Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot. 
Authorized translation. Treating of the follow- 
ing subjects: 1. Nature of Personality and 
consciousness. 2. Organic Disorders. 8. Emo- 
tional Disorders. 4. Intellectual Troubles. 5. 
Dissolytion of the Personality. Cloth, "5c. 


The Sonl of Man. An Investigation of 
the Facts of Physiological and Experimental 
Psychology. By Dr. Paul Carus., With 152 Illus- 
trative Cuts and Diagrams. Price $3, pages 480. 
Printed on extra fine paper, handsomely bound 
in cloth. The subject-matter of the work is 
divided into the following sections: 1., The 
Philosophical Problem of Mind. 2. The Rise of 
Organic Life. 3. Physiological Facts of Drain- 
Activity. 4. The Immortality of the Race and 
the Data of Propagation. 5. The Investiga- 
tions of Experimental Psychology. 6. The Eth- 
ical and Religious Aspects of Soul-Life. 

Address HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Plate, New York 


L. K, Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Chnreh. ‘‘The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor, 
broken-down opinions.” Price, 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘‘ Think of 
a minister's praying God to kill grasshoppers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Colorado beetle!" 
Price, 10 cents. ; 

Religous Problems. Price, 10 cents, 

Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Pnblie Schools and the Catholie 
Church, Price, 5 cents, 
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| Gems of hough. | 


BI-OENTENARY OF VOLTAIRE. 


November 21, 1894, was the two hun- 
dredth anniversary of the birth of Fran- 
çois Marie Arouet (VOLTAIRE), 


Namm me one nation where miracles 
hav not been performed, especially in 
times when reading and writing were un- 
known.— Voltaire. 


To be free, to hav none but equals, is 
the true and natural life of man. Every 
other plan is an unworthy artifice, a bad 
comedy, in which one plays the part of 
master, another of slave, another parasite, 
and another pimp.— Voltaire. 


Tu lovers of miracles say they must be 
true. There are so many monuments in 
proof. And we say they must be false, 
since the vulgar hav believed them. A 
fable is current in one generation, it is 
established in the second, becomes respect- 
able in the third, and the fourth elevates 
temples thereto.— Voltaire. 


On the whole, Englishmen are generally 
not at all aware how completely Voltaire 
succeeded in the great controversial object 
of his life, and that on the continent there 
is certainly not above one educated man 
in ten who has not very great doubts of 
the reality of any of the miracles in the 
Bible; and this I believe true even of Ger- 
many.—John Sterling 


Morr than a century ago Catholicism, 
wrapped in robes red with the innocent 
blood of millions, holding in her frantic 
clutch crowns snd scepters, honors and 
gold, the keys of heaven and hell—tram- 
pling beneath her feet the liberties of 
nations, in the proud moment of almost 
universal dominion, felt within her heart- 
less breast the deadly dagger of Voltaire. 
From that blow the church never can re- 
cover. Livid with hatred she launched 
her eternal anathema at the great destroyer, 
and ignorant Protestants hav echoed the 
curse of Rome.—Jngersoll. 


In the presence of this society, frivolous 
and dismal, Voltaire alone, having before 
his eyes those united forces, the court, the 
nobility, capital; that unconscious power, 


‘the blind multitude; that terrible magis- 


tracy, so severe to subjects, so docil to 
the master, crushing and flattering, kneel- 
ing upon the people before the king; that 
clergy, vile mélange of hypocrisy and 
fanaticism ; Voltaire alone, I repeat it, 
declared war against that coalition of all 
the social iniquities, against that enormous 
and terrible world, and he accepted battle 
with it. And what washis weapon? That 
which has the lightness of the wind and 
the power of the thunderbolt—a pen.— 
Victor Hugo. 


VornrAIRE'S task, however, was never 
directly political, but spiritual, to shake 
the foundations of that religious gystem 
which professed to be founded on the 
revelation of Christ. Was he not right? 
If we find ourselvs walking amid a gener- 
ation of crue] and unjust and darkened 
spirits, we may be assured that it is their 
beliefs on what they deem highest that hav 
made them so. Thereis no counting with 
certainty on the justice of men who are 


PILAR 


Something » 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE 
By Dr. E. B. SOUTHWICK. 


For I dipt into the future, far as human eyecould 


8ee 

Saw the Vision nt the world, snd all the wonders 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 

though what he saw was more or 

less remarkable he was on the out- 
side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 
everlasting spring abide nevertheless ; 
where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “ na- 
ked and not ashamed." 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


capable of fashioning and worshiping an 
unjust divinity, nor on their humanity so 
long as they incorporate inhuman motivs 
in their most sacred dogma, nor on their 
reasonableness while they rigorously de- 
cline to accept reason as & test of truth.— 
Right Hon. John Morley, M.P. 


"Two hundred years ago, this 21st of No- 
vember, was born the brilliant Free- 
thought soldier, Voltaire. His name was 
long a terror to the orthodox. None was 


more hated, none more reviled. The rea- | 


sonis simple. He attacked bigotry and 
superstition, notin the dull and decorous 
fashion of pedants writing for the few, but 
with the wit and pleasantry of & practiced 
writer for the people. He made the bigots 
and tyrants appear ridiculous as well as 
odious. Those who felt the sting of his 
lashes denounced him as a Mephistopheles, 
whose writings all good people should 
avoid as they would a pestilence; and all 
whose interest lay in the perpetuation of 
absurd dogmas stigmatized Voltaire as a 
mere mocker, railing at all things holy.— 
J. M. Wheeler. 


VorTAIBE'S motto was, ‘Straight to the 
Fact." He brought all histories and 
ereeds to the test of fact and common 
sense. Was it true or not that an Infinit 
Deity had chosen.barbarous Jews as his 
peculiar people? Was God born of a vir- 
gin? Did he liv in obscure circumstances, 
and was he put to death with ignominy 
while deserted by his disciples, in spite of 
the signs and wonders which he wrought 
among them? To ask these questions in 
the light of common sense, to subject 
them to the cross-examination applied to 
ordinary principles of evidence, was to 
answer them with laughter. But, as Mr. 
Morley has said with truth: ‘‘ There is no 
case of Voltaire mocking at any set of men 
who lived good lives. He did not mock 
the English Quakers. He doubtless at- 
tacked many. of the beliefs which good 
men hold sacred; but, if good men take up 
their abode under the same roof which 
shelters the children of darkness and wrong 
it is not the fault of Voltaire if they are 
hit by the smooth stones shot from his 
sling against their unworthy comrades."— 
J. M. Wheeler. 
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JYot for Parsons. 

Two little children looking at the moon 
one evening, the younger asked: ‘‘Is the 
moon God's wife?" Older Child (patron- 
izingly): ‘‘No, you silly child, God is a 
bachelor.” —ZLife. 

Moon (to Sun): “Say, pard, couldn’t 
you stay out with me a little while to- 
night?" Sun: ‘‘ I'd like to stay very much, 


but since Joshua’s dead I don’t know who 
to ask for an order, so I must decline.” 


Mrs. Bexouer Stowe tells how she 


taught her child that anger was sinful, | 


whereupon he asked, ‘‘ Then why, mamma, 
does the Bible say so often that God was 
angry?" She replied (mother-like): ** You 
will understand if when you are older.” 
The boy pondered seriously for awhile, 
and then burst out: 'O mamma, I hav 
found it out. God is angry because God 
is not a Christian!” 


A CoLoRED woman presented herself as 
a candidate for confirmation in the diocese 
of Florida, and was required to say the 
Creed, the Lord's Prayer and the Com- 
mandments. She got through with the 
first two fairly well, as somebody had evi- 
dently been coaching her, but when it 
came to the last she bungled and hesitated, 
and then remarked in a confidential tone 
to the clergyman: ‘‘De fac’ is, Mr. Tur- 
pin, I hasn’t been practicin’ de Ten Com- 
ma’dments lately.”—Life. 


**T pon’r like to say anything against 
my neighbors,” said Miss Philenda Forty- 
smith, cautiously, to Mrs. Longnecker, 
who had come up from South Squann to 
spend the day; ‘‘but it pears to me that 
Deacon Trilligan is a leetle mite too hast 
and violent for a perfessor of religion an 
a pillar of the church.” *‘ Mercy on us 
returned the visitor hungrily. ‘‘ What 
has the deacon been 8-doin'?" ; 
sin't what he's done, but what he said, 
that struck me as bein’ kinder unwarranted. 
You see, last Friday, jest as he was startin’ 
off to market with a load of produce, the 
colts he was drivin’ got frightened at 
something and began to cut up terribly. 
They overturned the wagon on top of the 
. deacon, and then ran in through our gate, 
which happened to be open, and tore 
around through the lot, crashin’ through 
the grape-arbor and breakin’ up the hot- 
bed, and then tore out again and out of 
sight up the road, leavin’ the wreck of the 
wagon piled up against the gate-post, with 
‘the deacon all tangled upin it. I ’spose 
likely he felt pretty badly aggravated 
‘when he crawled out; but if seems to me 
that he ought to hav at. least stopped and 
counted one hundred before he spoke.” 
“Good land! What did he say?” ‘‘ Why, 
he threw up both hands and ssid ‘ Gosh!’ 
loud enough to be heard clear across the 
lot!”—Puck. 


THE OREATOR'S REOREATION. 


The deity, tired of eternal passivity, 
Awoke to the fact that existence was 
tame, . f 
Unless it was spiced with the pleasing ac- 
tivity E 
Of terrified creatures bepraising his 
name. 


He, then, out of nothing created the uni- 
verse; 
Created it all out of nothing, "tis said; 
Im told by the Muse of my truthtul 
though puny verse: 
Twas all out of nothing—a 
his head.” 
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JY ews of "m lDeoA. 


Tus clipper ship Richard Parsons of 
New York was wrecked in the Indian 
Ocean on September 17th and six lives 
were lost. 


BnooxrxN is the first city to hav à woman 
as forewoman in a stable. Her husband 
formerly held the position, but lost it and 
is now a driver. 


Tur Cook gang is still at work in the 
Indian Territory, and there does not seem 
to be any immediate prospect of its cap- 
ture or dispersal. 


On December 13th Budapest was 
ablaze with torches und hous: illumina- 
tions in celebration of the triumph of the 
religious liberty bills. 


Ar Freiberg, Saxony, one hundred and 
fifty persons were prostrated with the 
symptoms of arsenical poisoning; they had 
all eaten rolls from one bakery. 


CowrRAOToR Moran testified that he 
paid tribute to Tammany as a means of 
holding his contracts, and his checks, in- 
dorsed by Croker, hav been produced to 
confirm his story. nr MIU ccs 


F Tm president nominated Gen. John C. 
Black, ex- Commissioner of Pensions, and 
now a Representativ-at- Large in Congress 
for Illinois, to be District-Attorney for the 
Northern District of Ilinois. 


On December 16th a royal decree pro- 
` rogued the Italian Chamber of Deputies 
because the deputies—or a few of them— 
were determined to revive the bank scan- 
dals of last year and so delay or prevent 
legislation. 


NrwrouNDLAND i8 in the throes of a 
commercial panic. Through the death of 
one of the financial agents of a fish export- 
ing house certain notes were allowed to go 
to protest, and this was the initial force 
that let slip the financial avalanche, 


K On December 15th Judge Goff at Char- 
leston decided against the state in the case 
involving the arms of the Wasbington 
Light Infantry, which Governor Tillman 
required the company to surrender for in- 
subordination during the dispensary riots. 


On December 11th Ex-Governor Till. 
man was elected Senator from South 
Carolina by a vote of 131 to 21 over 
Senator Butler. He says that he stands 
on the Chicago platform and will act with 
the Democrats of the anti-Cleveland wing. 


F Srorrrary-or-Wak Lamont, who has 
the deciding voice in the New York and 
New Jersey bridge matter, forbids the 
putting ofa pier in the river. Soit is. a 
suspension bridge or none. The decision 
is generally condemned, as it is almost 
certain that the cost of a single span will 
be prohibitiv. 


Cart. T. J. CREEDEN of the Morrisania 
precinct testified before the Lexow Com- 


mittee that he paid $15,000 for his New | 


York police captaincy. Promotion was 
impossible without pay. Ward-man 
Thorne also made a confession—to the 
assistant district-attorney — implicating 
several captains. 


AT the municipal election in Boston on 
December 11th the Republicans elected 
Edwin U. Curtis mayor by a plurality of 
about 2,000. Two years ago Matthews, 
Democrat, had a plurality of over 10,000, 
and last year he was re-elected by a plural- 
ity of 5,000. Dissatisfaction with the local 
Democratic machine is said to hav been 
the chief cause of the change. 


Ar the Federation of Labor convention 
a resolution in favor of postal savings 
banks in connection with the post-offices 
was voted down bya large majority, while 
another favoring occupancy and improve- 
ment as the only titie to land was adopted. 
Direct government issue of all money was 
demanded. The Socialistie political reso- 
lutions were generally defeated. 


Tre national convention of the Ameri 
can Federation of Labor was heldin Denver 
last week. Several labor delegates from 
England were: present. Charges of bad 
faith against party leaders were freely 
made. Samuel Gompers was defeated in 
his candidacy for re-election as president 
and John McBride of Columbus was 
chosen. Headquarters were removed from 
New York to Indianapolis. 


Rozert Louis BALFOUR STEVENSON, the 
novelist, died of paralysis of the brain and 
collaps of the lungs in Samoa. He 
has been very low with consumption for 
some time. is breakdown is attributed 
to the excessiv use of cigarets, one hun- 
dred to one hundred and fifty per day 
being the number he usually consumed, 
He wss born in Edinburgh on Nov 18, 
1850. At the time of his death he had a 
new novel half completed. 


On December 16th the engin-house of 
the Stevens colliery at West Pittston, Pa., 
caught fire. The engineer, Thomas 
Lloyd, realized that the stoppage of the 
machinery weant the death of the forty 
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To the Senate and Assembly of the Legislature of the State of New York: | 


We citizens of the State of New York, respectfully request you to repeal the Sunday law of this State. 
We ask tliis because, 


First, Sunday being a period of time of precisely the same nature as Saturday ór Monday, there is no 
natural reason for its being elevated above or depressed below the other days of the week. 


Second, Said Sunday law is, in the best possible view of it, useless; it is wholly inoperative as a 
conserver of the rights of any inhabitant of the State. 


Third, It is invasive of the equal rights of the citizens of the State, an impertinent meddling with their 
private affairs, and its effect is to disturb their peace and rob them of their earnings. 


Fourth, In making or amending our laws, common sense and experience should be the guides, instead of 
sentiment—religious or otherwise. Experience has demonstrated that Sunday laws are not observed by the 
people, and common sense teaches that, in the nature of things, they never will be, for it cannot be wrong to 
do on-one day what it is right to do on another. The people, feeling this and knowing this, will not be gov- 
.erned by the dead churchmen who made these laws, which are anachronistic and have been perpetuated by 
hypocrisy. Here we will call your attention to the words of Martin Luther, a churchman we are willing to 
put against the ecclesiastics of to-day : “ As regards the Sabbath, or Sunday, there is no necessity of keeping 
it. 
observance upon a Jewish foundation—then I order you to work on it, to dance on it, to ride on it, to feast 
‘on it—to do anything that shall reprove this encroachment’ on the Christian spirit of liberty.” . 


If anywhere the day is made holy for the mere day’s sake—if anywhere anyone sets up its 


Fifth, Sunday laws are vicious, for they are used. as instruments of blackmail and of cruel oppression 
by the police of the cities, as the revelations of the Lexow Committee abundantly show. They produce 
more crime than they could possibly prevent, for blackmail is more immoral than drinking. 


Sixth, All such laws are essentially religious in their intent and effect and as such they are opposed to 
the spirit of our institutions, which do not favor the union of church and state. The Sunday law of the 
State of New York is no exception to the rule, and it should be immediately repealed in the interest of relig- 
ious liberty, if for no other reason. This law is a survival from the time when there was a state church and 
the civil power enforced the Sunday law of the state church, just as it enforced that church’s blasphemy 
and heresy statutes. But where there is no state church the state has nothing to do with the enforcement 


of the domestic rules of any church or those of Christianity in its entirety. 


For these and other reasons we ask the entire repeal of the Sunday laws rather than a patching which 
shall discriminate against one business and foster another. We ask that the liquor trade be subject to the 
same rules on Sunday that it is on other days, and the same with all other kinds of business. It is not 
proper for the state to legislate in the interests of any legitimate trade as against any other legitimate trade, 
and we ask your careful attention to this admitted fact and particularly ask you to bear in mind the also 


admitted fact that Sunday laws are a fruitul source and an adequate means of blackmail. 


miners at work on the levels below. He 
signalled the fact of danger, but it was 
some time before they responded and then 
it took three trips of the cage to bring all 
to the surface. Lloyd stuck to his post to 
the last and saved them all, but was very 
badiy burned himself. 


THE commission appointed by Governor 
Flower to investigate the alleged abuses 
in the Elmira Reformatory has just made 
its report. The majority—Messrs. Deyo 
and Flint — exonerate Superintendent 


while the minority — Judge Learned— 
finds that the charges were based on fact. 
Governor Flower seems to accept the re- 
port of the majority as in harmony with 
the facts, for he has reappointed two of 
the board of managers of the reformatory 
who refused to. remove Superintendent 
Brockway when the State Board of Char- 
ities recommended his dismissal. 


"EvazxE V. Dess, leader of the A. R. U, 
strike, was sentenced by Judge Woods at 
the conclusion of his trial in Chicago to 


Brockway from the charges of cruelty, } six months’ imprisonment in the county 


jail. This was for contempt of court in 
violating the injunctions issued by Judges 
Woods and Grosscup last July. G.W, 
Howard, Sylvester Kelliher, L. W. Rogers, 
M. J. Elliott, James Hogan, William 
Burns, and Leroy M. Goodwin were given 
three months each. The sentence is con- 
sidered a light one, as it was in the discre- 
tion of the court to sentence the men to 
any term of years it chose within the con- 
stitutional limits, and to impose any fine it 
thought fit. An appeal is to be taken to 
the Supreme Court. Olarence 8. Darrow 
is the defendants’ counsel, 
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400 Years of Freethought. 


From Columbus fo Ingersoll 


—*—o-- By Samuel Porter Putnam 


Large Octavo, 1165 pages, Gilt Sides and Back, Marbled Edges. 


Price, $5; with The 


‘Truth Seeker One Year, $6.50. 


| 141 FULL-PAGE HALF-TONE PORTRAITS 


.Of the Most Eminent Freethinkers and Philosophers, Living and Dead, of the Past Four Hundred Years. 
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HE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY has pleasure in announcing 

that this splendid work, which has been in preparation so long, and for 
which nearly 1,100 persons hav subscribed in advance, is now ready 
for delivery. For more than twelve months Fous _Hunprep YEARS or 
Freetuovent has been advertised, and if it had appeared as originally de- 
signed it might hav been out half a year ago. The Prospectus has stated 
all along that tho book would contain six hundred pages of printed matter, 
and fifty portraits were mentioned, but it has so grown upon the hands of 
the author and publisher that the pages of type hav reached nearer nine 
hundred, while the list of pictures has extended to almost three times fifty. 
As the portraits hav proved the most expensiv—as they will no doubt prove 
to many the most attractiv—part of the book, their multiplication, together 
with the added pages of text, will giv the subscriber about twice as much 
for his money as was at first promised him. He is getting an Album as 
well as a History; for what are called “half-tone” pictures, like those in 


the present work, are the most ‘finished and satisfactory product of the 
artist's and engraver’s skill, being exact reproductions and therefore equal 
in accuracy to the original photograph. We feel. considerable pride in this 
collection of photographs, and call especial attention to them. 

As for the subject matter of Four Hunpzzp Yzans or F'zzTHOUGRT, 
it covers nearly every phase of progress and development, and presents 
them in such orderly sequence as to giv the best possible picture of human 
evolution. In Part First we hav Freethought as a manifestation and influ- 
ence; in Part Second, as an organized force. With this history are given 
sketches of the lives of the men and women who hav taken part in the move- 

ment. It unites the past and the present. It is a world book and a home 
book. It fulfils the promis of its inception, and is the most magnifi cen 
work ever issued by the Freethought Press. : 


Price, $5. With "The Truth Seeker” One Year, $6.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 28 Laraverta Praos, New Youx. 
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rich with the greatest inventions and discoveries, and ennobled with freedom’s 
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Bigotry Ablaze in Texas. 


It seems that we were mistaken when we stated 
that the Sabbatarians had succeeded in closing the 
Cotton Palace at Waco on Sunday. We had read 
of their organized movement to secure that result, 
and had also read the threat of Rev. J. B. Oranfill, 
editor of “the most widely circulated religious 
paper in the South," that if the Sabbatarians were 
not obeyed the Palace would be boycotted, and we 
did not think that any organization of business 
men in that part of the country would dare defy 
the church. Besides, in perusing the Waco dis 
patches in the Galveston News, we had failed to see 
anything about the Exposition being open on Sun- 
day. But we are glad to know that it is open, as 
we learn from the Denison Gazetteer, which states 
that on & recent Sunday there were between 7,500 
and 10,000 visitors, notwithstanding the inclemency 
of the weather, and that among these visitors were 
two hundred employees of one Dallas firm. If 
the Rev. Mr. Cranfill and the American Sabbath 
Union could hav had their way those work-people of 
Dallas could not hav visited the Palace without seri- 
ous inconvenience to themselvs and their employers. 
They got their weekly “rest,” and recreation and in- 
struction at the same time, and they got the last two 
by disregarding the Puritans and their Seventeenth 
Century notions. But stillthe Texas bigots hav not 
learned anything ; they are the real American Bour- 
bons, they and their confréres in the other states. 
A press dispatch of December 11th from Dallas 
states that at the meeting that day of the stock- 
holders of the State Fair and Dallas Exposition 
Association, a delegation of preachers headed by 
Rev. C. A. Seasholes appeared and demanded that 
hereafter the gates be closed on Sunday; that no 
gambling be permitted and that paintings in the 
nude be excluded and statuary draped. The com- 


munication was received, but no pledges were given. 
These clerical gentlemen are excessivly modest in 
their demands. Why did they not ask for. the ar- 
restand decapitation of all people who read Sunday 
newspapers in Dallas during the continuance of 
the Fair? If there were no buyers of Sunday pa- 
pers there would be none printed, and thus one of 
the worst of Sunday * desecrations " and the cause 
of many other “ profanations" of the “Lord’s 
Day” would be prevented. And then why should 
not all the live stock and flower exhibits be removed 
or draped? That would be not one whit more 
ridiculous than the removal of paintings of the 
nude human form and the draping of statuary. 
Let the Freethinkers of Texas encourage the off- 
cers of the Fair Association to kindly but earnestly 
take up the free passes or half-fare permits of Rev. 
Mr. Seasholes and his associates and politely tell 
them to mind their own business in future. 


The Source and Nature of Sunday Legislation. 


In its decision affirming the constitutionality of 
the Sunday law of that state, the Michigan Su- 
preme Court quotes from Tiedeman’s “ The Limita- 
tion of Police Power," as follows: 


“If the law did not interfere, the feverish, intense 
desire to acquire wealth, so thoroughly a characteristic of 
the American nation, inciting a relentless rivalry and 
competition, would ultimately prevent not only the wage- 
earners, but likewise the capitalists and employers them- 
selva, from yielding to the warnings of nature, and 
obeying the instinct of self-preservation, by resting 
periodically from labor, even if .the mad pursuit of 
wealth should not warp their judgment, and destroy this 
instinot. Remove the prohibition of law, and this whole- 
some sanitary regulation would cease to be observed." 

Certainly the supreme court or any other court 
that feels itself under the necessity of invoking the 
support of such an ** argument" as this is sincerely 
to be pitied. When a jurist seriously contends 
that were it not for the law the wage-earner and 
the employer would both work themselvs to death 
the first thought suggested is that it is deplorable 
that the law has not fixed an earlier date for the 
retirement of judges—assuredly Judge Montgom- 
ery has been lamentably overworked. The old Jew- 
ish Sabbath law compelled every one to rest every 
seventh year as well as every seventh day; Judge 
Montgomery and his associates should at once 
adopt this “wholesome sanitary regulation,” but if 
their unholy and “mad pursuit of wealth” has 
“warped their judgment” and destroyed in them 
the “instinct of self-preservation,” so that they will 
not yield “to the warnings of nature ’—as appears 
to be the case—then the law should compel them 
to rest one year in seven; and as their mental con- 
dition indicates that they hay not heretofore rested 
at all in their ‘feverish " chase after fame and ma- 
terial rewards, it will be a great kindness to them 
to giv them an opportunity torest for the remainder 
of their lives. They will undoubtedly be greatly 
pleased that the state has had the thoughtful be- 
nevolence to so considerately apply their principles. 

While the state is in the business of looking after 
the physical health of the citizens who are too busy 
to attend to the job themselvs, it can well afford to 
turn its paternal gaze upon other than the “ Sab. 
bath breakers,” for there are many other ways be. 
sides working on Sunday of letting the “ feverish, 
intense desire to acquire wealth” lead one to disre- 
gard the “warnings of nature.” There are the 
multitudes of business men and clerks who swallow 
their mid-day repast in seven bites and three min- 
utes—that is very bad for the digestion and conse- 
quently for the morals, for as a man feeleth in his 
stomach, so is he. Then there are the many men 
and women who do not go to bed early enough; 
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they defiantly ignore nature's warning that night i is 

tke time to sleep. They, too, need looking after 

by the ward man or township constable. Others 

get up before they hay had enough sleep, while 

more injure themselvs by remaining in the vitiated 

atmosphere of their sleeping apartments altogether 

too long ; and this compels the observation that the 

dear old state is very remiss in its duties in not 

forcing the ignorant citizen to ventilate his whole 

house, but especially his bedrooms, in a scientific 
manner. We do not see what the law carpenters. 
are about to permit poor people to ride all night on 

the train sitting in the day coaches; they should 

be compelled to buy berths in the sleepers; no man 

shouid be allowed to sacrifice his comfort and 
health in the “mad pursuit of wealth.” What can 
the Michigan judges be thinking of that they hav 
taken no steps to prevent all this slow suicide? 
Beyond these mere palliativ measures the state 
should certainly go, but before cutting off by the 
adoption of the Socialistic program all opportunity 
to injure the health through rivalry and competi. 
tion, it might be prudent to try the experiment of 
forbidding all night work, in which some hundreds 
of thousands of people are engaged in this country 
alone. There does not appear to be any imperativ 
necessity for having our bread fresh in the morning, 
and the morning's milking could be deferred to a 
more seasonable hour, thus giving the milkmaids a 
morning beauty sleep and preventing the running of 
early trains. Wedo not need the morning papers— 
evening will do just as well, while there is not the 
slightest necessity of expediting the transmission 
of mails by keeping the cars going during the 
night. If there is anything so very important to 
be written that the letters containing that news 
ought to be sent along without delay it can be tele- 
graphed. It is all nonsense to suppose that travel- 
ers should proceed on their journeys right on 
through the night. Let the trains stop at sunset; ; 
it will be & bonanza for the proprietors of wayside 
hotels; never mind about the pockets of the trav- 
elers. We do not see that there can be any serious 
objection on the part of the Sabbatarians to this 
proposition; they say that the adoption of this 
scheme is just the thing for Sunday, and what is 
good enough for Sunday is certainly good enough 
for the common, plebeian days of the week. It 
should not be forgotten that night work is far more 
likely to be harmful than labor performed on Sun- 
day. We always feel depressed and nervous after 
working at night, but Sunday activity never fazes 
us a bit more than similar activity on Tuesday or 
Saturday. We hope that Judge Montgomery will 
take kindly to our suggestion that he interest him- 
self in the prohibition of night work. Rest at 
night is undoubtedly good for the system, and he 
must see that in the absence of legal control this 
* wholesome sanitary regulation" has ceased “ to 
be observed." 

Inasmuch as the most activ promoters of Sunday 
laws are opposed equally to work and amusements 
on that day, we do not see how the “rest” plea 
could hav been accepted by the Michigan court as 
applicable without exception to the defense of a law 
which, if without objection to those Sabbatarian prop- 
agandists, must be as oppressiv to Sunday players 
as to Sunday workers. If the court supposes that 
the friends of Sunday legislation will be contented 
with the prohibition of labor, while no restraining 
hand is laid by the law on Sunday baseball, Sunday 
theaters, Sunday concerts, and the many other forms 
of Sunday recreation, it is very much mistaken. 
On the other hand, if it proposes to suppress these 
amusements, it will utterly destroy its own argu- 
ment in favor of “ rest,” unless it defines rest as ab- 
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solute abstention from all activity save that neces- 
sary to going to church. In this contingency, it will 
be impossible for it to escape the odium of adjudica- 
ting directly and solely in the interest of the church 
—which is precisely what it has done, all pretenses 
to the contrary notwithstanding. This will be made 
clearly apparent by what follows, although such 
demonstration is not needed by either Sabbatarians 
or Freethinkers ; it is for the enlightenment of the 
classes intermediate between these two that we 


write. 


In the American Sentinel of November 29th, its 
editor, Rev. A. T. Jones, under the head of “The 
Puritan Sabbath for ‘Physical Rest,’” very point- 
edly exposes the sham of the claim that the demand 
of the Sabbatarians for Sunday laws is made really 
in behalf of the cause of “ physical rest,” that men 
may “recuperate their wasted energies.” He ex- 
amins the plea for the purpose of discovering its 
basis and its origin, that we may know what it is 
worth. We must greatly condense his statement of 
facts and ignore his able arguments, but trust that 
we can giv an intelligible summary of the former in 


the brief space at our disposal : 


** The theory of *one-seventh part of time’ for rest 


originated in the controversy between the Puritans and 
the Episcopalians in the latter part of the sixteenth cent- 
ury, and the authority for the theory was the Rev. Nico- 
las Bownde, or Bound, D.D., ‘of Newton, in the county 
of Suffolk,’ England. Dr. Bownde was a Puritan, and 
promulgated his theory for the first time in a book which 
he published in 1594, entitled, ‘The Doctrin of the Sab- 
bath.’ ” 

This was in the hight of the controversy between 
the Puritans and the Church of England concern- 

ng “habits and ceremonies, and church disciplin,” 
and the Church of England held, to state its posi- 

on in the most condensed form, that, ** whatever 
the scriptures do not forbid, in matters of church 
disciplin and church government, may be done with- 
out sin.” The Puritan position, stated with equal 
brevity, was that, * whatever is not commanded in 
the scriptures, in these things, cannot be done with- 
out sin,” 

“ The Puritans therefore dropped all festivals and feast 
days, surplices, habits, and ceremonies, and charged the 
Episcopalians with ‘ popish leaven and superstition, and 
subjection to the ordinances of men,’ because they retained 
these. As proof which, they thought, ought to convince 
the Puritans that the church had liberty in such things as 
these, the Episcopalians produced the fact that the ob- 
servance of Sunday is only an ordinance of the church, 
and rests only upon the authority of the church; and that 
the Puritans therefore contradicted themselvs in observ- 
ing Sunday while denouncing theauthority of the church, 
the only authority upon which that observance rests. 
This put the Puritans in a box, and they had to cast about 
for some way to get themselvs out.” 

They could not afford to observe the day on the 
mere ordinance of the church, and yet they could 
not giv up its observance. To observe it without 
any authority was equally out of the question, for 
they insisted, as against the Episcopalians, “ that 
there must be a commandment of God for every. 
thing that was to be done.” Dr. Bownde rose to 
the occasion; he deliberately “wrested the script- 
ures” to his own purpose, and formulated this 
theory: 

** Tt is not the definit seventh day, but ‘ a seventh part 
of time ’ that is required by the fourth commandment to 
be kept for the Sabbath; it is ‘not the seventh day from 
creation, but the day of Christ's resurrection, and the 
seventh day from that; ‘the seveuth day is genus’ in the 
fourth commandment, so that ‘ the seventh day from cre- 
ation, and the day of Ohrists resurrection and the sev- 
enth from that’ are ‘ both of them at several times com- 
prehended in the commandment, even as genus compre- 
hendeth both his species.’ Thus the fourth command- 
ment was made to enforce the seventh day from creation 
until the resurrection of Christ and then the first day 
from that time onward!” 

This lifted the Puritans out of the pit into which 
they had fallen, and they eagerly embraced the doc- 
trin set forth by Rev. Mr. Bownde. The book soon 
attained an immense circulation. But to what use 
was this “seventh part of time” to be put? Was 
it to be a day of “ rest,” as the Michigan judges now 
maintain it to be? Writing about that period of 
time, Neal says: 

‘ This year [1594] Dr. Bownde published his treatis on 
the Sabbath, wherein he maintains the morality of the 
seventh part of time for the worship of God.” 


Dr. Bownde himself said that the man was called 
to dress and keep the garden, but charged to keep 
holy the seventh day, “ meditating upon the wisdom 
and mercy of God,” “giving thanks to God,” 
“praying for the continuance ” of his blessings, and 
teaching his posterity regarding them. 

**Tt was needful that the seventh day should be unto 
him (and it was indeed):a Sabbath day, that is, a day of 
rest, resting from all his other necessary business, (Aa 
so he might with his whole heart and mind attend upon 
these, as the worship of God requireth.” 

There is in all this not even a hint that the day 
was set aside by the Puritans for the purpose of 
physical rest; the cessation from work was to giv 
the opportunity for worship and religious instruc- 
tion, and for nothing else. Had it been suggested 
to a Puritan in the Puritan ages that the day was 
to be used primarily for the purpose of resting the 
body, and that its observance should be legally en- 
forced on that ground, he would hav thought that 
the suggestion was prompted by the devil. The 
*regt" theory has been advanced because there is 
a constitutional prohibition of religious legislation 
and because there is also a strong, although largely 
latent, prejudice against the union of church and 
state. As Rev. Mr. Jones says in his summing-up, 
the Puritan theory of one-seventh part of the time 
for the Sabbath is a fraud upon the command given 
in the Bible which Christians take for their authority; 
the theory of one-seventh part of the time for phys- 
ical rest is a fraud upon the original Puritan theory, 
thus making the theory of the seventh part of the 


time for physical rest a fraud upon a fraud. 
ig 


Sunday Silliness in Boston. 


Poor old Massachusetts is still suffering from the 
terrible effects of that awful dose of Puritanism 
that she took some hundreds of years ago. As 
Charles Francis Adams tersely says, * the question 
of religious toleration was, so far as Massachusetts 
could decide it, decided in 1637 in the negativ. On 
that issue Massachusetts then definitly and finally 
renounced all claim or desire to head the advancing 
column, or even to be near the head of the column; 
it did not go to the rear, but it went well towards 
it, and there it remained until the issue was de- 
cided.” Unfortunately, the issue is not yet decided, 
but Massachusetts is still in her old place well down 
towards the foot of the column. 

On December 20th the Board of Police Commis- 
sioners of Boston revoked. the licenses granted to 
the Howard Atheneum, the Palace Theater, and 
the Grand Dime Museum for the holding of Sun- 
day concerts. The revocation was distinctly made 
on the ground that the concerts were “too secular” 
in their character. That is, they were not suffi- 
ciently “sacred.” The action of the Board is a 
clear-cut victory for the Sabbatarians, and is the 
sequel of a long series of inquisitorial investigations 
and hearings that were a shame to even moribund 
Massachusetts. The Herald, of Boston, in its re- 
port of the examination before the Board of Police 
Commissioners on December 17th, says that there 
was a “large attendance of the clergymen of the 
city.” Of course; it was a matter of business with 
them; they were engaged in an attempt to crush 
out their rivals, and it could not be expected that 
they would neglect any precautions ; it is not their 
habit to let their personal interests suffer by de- 
fault; they realized that their presence at the hear- 
ing would help to awe the Commissioners and cloud 
their judgment. 

The witnesses were examined and cross-examined 
as to the jokes that were told at the concerts, the 
songs that were sung, and the costumes and actiops 
of the performers. The manager of the Grand 
Museum testified that “the concert consisted of in- 
strumental and vocal music; there was no shifting 
of scenes, no dancing on the stage, and no one in 
costume.” As though it was the business of any 
outsider whether there was shifting of scenes or 
dancing, or whether the singers wore costumes! 
The Police Commissioners had just as much right 
to ask these questions as they would hav had to 
ask whether a certain clergyman wore a surplice in 
the pulpit or spoke in a dress or business suit, or 
whether the singing was by a choir or was congre- 
gational—that is, no right at all. One of the com- 


plainants was a theological student who found fault 
because Ella Caldwell sang *Ave Maria" at the 
Palace Theater! She was put on the stand by the 
defense and it was asked that she be allowed to 
sing the “questionable” piece. The attorney for the 
prosecutors objected ; he said that he would admit 
that the hymn was in the Roman Catholic commun. 
ion, and would also admit that the theological 
student, being a Protestant, “was not competent 
to judge whether or no the performance was sacred.” 
Finally the song was rendered. Was there ever a 
more contemptible farce put on the boards in the 
interest of bigotry and monopoly than this “ hear- 
ing” before the Police Commissioners of Boston? 

The attorney for the defense called attention to 
the fact that at a meeting at a church the night be. 
fore a quartet of colored persons had sung planta- 
tion songs to a distinguished and select audience. 
Darling, for the prosecution, in his closing argu- 
ment, said that it was an absolute stultification of 
common sense to compare a meeting at the church 
Sunday evening with the concerts at the theaters. 
No doubt—from the point of view of Christians ; 
they are not in the habit of asking for or abiding 
by the rule of equal justice for all classes of citizens. 
Darling also said the “Christian public of the entire 
state were anxiously awaiting the result of the in- 
vestigation. No doubt, again; their predecessors 
watched with a like anxiety for the result of the 
trials of the “ witches ” at Salem. The virus of in- 
tolerance and cruelty is still in their blood and the 
defiled stream has filtered into almost every nook 
and corner of our land, carried in the veins of the 
consanguineous and mental descendants of the per- 
secutors of 1637 and 1691-2. 

Mr. Galvin, counsel for the defense, did not 
make any argument at the close of the examination, 
a failure to take advantage of a great opportunity 
for the presentation of fundamental truths for 
which we can find no adequate excuse. 


On the same day that the Police Commissioners 
were considering the matter of the Sunday coneerts 
the subject was brought up in the Board of Alder- 
men by Mr. Hallstram, who moved that all licenses 
heretofore granted to any persons to hold Sunday 
concerts at any place in Boston be revoked. A 
heated debate ensued. Some members thought 
that the “sacred” concerts were really sacred and 
therefore should be protected. It does not appear: 
to hav occurred to a single alderman that the right 
of the managers to giv the concerts and of the peo- 
ple to attend them is what is sacred, wholly irre- 
spectiv of the alleged and disputed “ sacredness " of 
any performance. Alderman Hallstram said that 
dancing should not be permitted at Sunday evening 
concerts; Alderman Berry was glad there were 
places where young men could go Sunday evening— 
the cranks who now want the theaters closed are 
the same who some time ago wanted to stop the 
Sunday sale of baked beans and wanted to close 
the barber shops; Alderman Dever started out well 
—he said that he was opposed to the proposed 
order and to the people who were behind it ; they 
wanted to suppress everything, they were fanatics. 
So far, quite good, but it was too good to last. 
Mr. Dever proceeded : 

“It was disgusting to see so much fuss made over 
sacred concerts, while there is no rumpus whatever over 
Bob Ingersoll. Ingersoll comes into Boston Sunday 
nights, gets a theater without a license, and proceeds ‘to 
blaspheme. He outrages his God, and traduces every- 
thing sacred, and there is not & word of protest from the 
so-called religious fanatics. Why don’t they stop Inger- 
soll, the blasphemer? There’s a chance for reform, if 
they are real reformers.” 

We'll venture something that Mr. Dever is a 
Catholic ; that would explain why it is that while 
he can stand Sunday concerts he is driven into a 
frenzy by Colonel Ingersoll’s “blasphemy.” The 
Protestants, on the other hand, fear blasphemy less 
than they do “Sabbath desecration”; they know 
that their more independent adherents will read 
and listen to heretical lectures anyway, while Sun- 
day laws are necessary to drive them to church. 
The Catholics, however, do not apprehend, as a 
rule, that the free Sunday would very much reduce 
attendance at their churches while the devotees of . 
that faith are protected from the contaminating 
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touch of heresy. If the two parties could unite 
their forces it would be a very short shift for lib- 
erty. Fortunately the same influences that are 
breaking down the lines between them are disinte- 
grating all theologies and educating the people in 
. the principles of secular justice. Conditions are 
bad enough when bigotry and injustice can- domi- 
nate a city like Boston as it is now dominated, but 
it would be infinitly worse if it were not for the 
dissensions among Christians. The desire for 
« church union” is in effect the desire for the re- 
turn of the rack and stake, although, of course, 
many who wish for that union would not persecute. 
But think seriously of what Massachusetts would 
be to-day if she had never been inhabited by other 
than Puritans and had never felt the influence of 
freer currents of thought. Under such conditions 
* Sabbath desecration " would be a capital crime. 


The rector of Trinity church complains of the 
treatment accorded to the Corporation by the news- 
papers during the present agitation of the condi- 
tion of its tenements. He denounces the “ start- 
ling headlines” and the “sensational wood-cuts.” 
The World kindly informs the reverend gentleman 
that he is mistaken—that he is putting the blame 
in the wrong place—it is the sun.that is responsi- 
ble for the objectionable pictures, not.the imagina- 
tion of the newspaper artists. The illustrations 
of Trinity's wretched hovels are not wood-cuts, but 
process engravings from photographs. 


Two clergymen are reported to hav sent to the 
committee on libraries of the board of education of 
one of the Eastern cities a communication protest- 
ing against the putting of * Trilby " on the shelves 
of the public library. They assert that this famous 
novel, of which one hundred thousand copies hav al- 
ready been sold in this country, and which was also 
read by the multitude of buyers of Harper's Maga- 
zine, is “immoral and antagonistic to Christianity.” 
There does not appear to be any doubt about the 
latter part of the statement, but as to the other it 
is respectfully submitted that the clergy are not 
competent judges. 

ee EIE 

We wish our readers would look at the date on 
their wrappers and see if they do not owe us a re- 
newal. If they find they do, it will be a great favor 
to us if they will forward it at their earliest conven- 
ience, as we need the money. Owing to various 


causes, more than the usual number are in arrears 
at present, and this embarrasses us financially, or 
we wouldn't mention it. 
with the world, and in order that we may do this it 
is necessary that our readers keep square with us, 
for when they let their subscriptions run behind we 
hav to get behind with others. We hav no capital 
to fall back upon, and depend upon getting our 
dues to giv others their due. If our friends who 
are in arrears will note these facts and act there- 
upon, it will be, as we hav said, & great favor to us, 
and a favor duly and thankfully appreciated. 
I. 

Providence is sadly neglectful of its own. We 
recently chronicled the fact that a woman in Ulster 
county, in this state, while kneeling by the stove 
saying her morning prayers, was burned to death, 
her clothes having ignited from the tire she had 
just kindled. Recently Mrs. Mary Bannon, living 
near Nevada, Missouri, was weeding her rose gar- 
den when she scratched one of her fingers on a 
brier. The hand soon became swollen, the inflam- 
mation extended to the shoulder, and the hand and 
arm became discolored. She suffered great agony 
for & day or two preceding her death. She was 
ninety-two years and six months old when she died. 
For ninety-one years and six months she had lived 
outside of all churches, but a year ago she united 
with the Christian church and was baptized in 
Tucker lake, near her home. It does not appear 
why Providence could not hav let her die in a less 
agonizing way, especially as it had tolerated her 
for four score and eleven years while she “ lived in 
sin.” It may hav been angry because she gave the 


known to the Freethinkers and other fun-lovers of 
the city that the program will be one of exceptional 
merit. 
and hearing Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., in his róle of sat- 
irist &nd allaround humorist will hav the next 
greatest pleasure in reading our account of what 
he said and did at the Jubilee meeting. 


giv Franklin Steiner's “Christianity and' Crime,” 
which contains & mass of figures that will be very 
convenient for reference. Single copies of the pa- 
per, 7 cents. Five copies, 25 cents. 
time to subscribe. 


We like to keep square |. 


devil all the best years of her life and brought to 
its service only the worn and broken fragments? 
While she could think and act for herself she kept 
out of the fold. 


churches in the country. There are five churches 
of that denomination in that part of the West Side. 
But the “ spiritual needs” of its tenantsdown town 
hav not been provided for by new churches nor 
their physical necessities by improved homes. As 
the Times says, the zeal of Trinity for the spiritual 
welfare of the city has not led it to do what is needed 
to lower the death rate in the tenement district, 
nor put water on the floors, nor repair the fire es- 
capes, nor make the buildings safe, but it has seen 
to it that the Episcopalians of the upper West Side 
should not hav too much pedestrian exercise on 
Sunday, and has given them the choice of five 
splendid churches of their faith in that part of the 
city where before they had been compelled to get 
along with four. 


In our issue of January 5th the reader will hav a 
rare treat in the report of the proceedings of the 
Manhattan Liberal Club’s celebration of its Twenty- 
fifth Anniversary. The special meetings of the 
Club are always crowded because it has come to be 


Those who cannot hav the delight of seeing 


In Tur Teora Szexer of January 12th we shall) They hay a decidedly independent Baptist minis- 


ter at Atlanta, Ga. There is a bill before the legis- 
lature of that state to exempt church parsonages 
from taxation, and several members of the body in- 
vited Dr. Hawthorne to preach a sermon on the re- 
lation of church to state. He consented to do so, 
and improved the occasion in a masterly manner. 
The bill to exempt church parsonages was denounced 
in no uncertain terms; the employment of chaplains 
was declared to be “inconsistent with our princi- 
ples, and incompatible with true religious liberty ”; 
appropriations for religious purposes were handled 
in a like uncompromising manner; the movement 
to secure the Christianization of the Constitution 
was unsparingly condemned; the American Pro- 
tective Association was weighed in the scales and 
found wanting, and the taxation of all church prop- 
erty was demanded. Unfortunately he did not 
mention Sunday laws and the Bible in the schools, 
but otherwise he placed himself squarely on the 
secular platform. He said he hoped that the par- 
sonage exemption bill would be voted down “by a 
majority that will be absolutely paralyzing to its 
friends.” Here is a striking passage from his ser- 
mon : 


Now is a good 


The fall and winter being more particularly the 
reading season, and naturally the renewing of 
subscription season, we hope that our friends will 
make a little effort to send Taz Truru Srrkr& some 
new subscribers. A good many of our old ones 
hav had to drop off during the past eighteen 
months of panic and dullness in the business world,- 
and we need some more to take their places and push 
on the work. Our friends hav never failed us in an 
emergency, and we again venture to ask them to do 
something to help by inducing new subscriptions. 
We hav tried to make this easy by the premium 
offers printed on the second page of this paper, 
and we think considerable can be done by our 
friends if they will take the trouble to speak a good 
word for us to their Liberal acquaintances. 

To those who feel like presenting Taz Truru 
Srrxer for a short time to some dear friend, our 
Trial Subscription offer opens the way at a small 
cost. A great many of the Liberals to whom Tuz 
TaurH Szzxer is first sent this way become perma- 
nent subscribers and earnest workers in the cause 
of mental liberty.. 

And lastly, after you hav induced some acquaint- 
ance to subscribe, and sent Taz Taurum SEEKER 
three months to some friend, send us the names of 
all the Liberals you know, and we will send them 
sample copies, and see if they, too, will not sub- 
We need them all. 


“When Constantine, by an imperial edict, abolished 
Paganism, and established Christianity as the religion of 
Rome, he was more an enemy to the truth and kingdom 
of Christ than the inhuman Nero, who illumined his pub- 
lic gardens with the burning bodies of the saints.” 


The people of this country were declared to be 
theoretically a unit for the separation of church and 
state, “but practically they are far from being 
united.” After enumerating some of the principles 
for which our people stand in theory, Dr. Haw- 
thorne proceeded : 


** But the people of thiscountry are not consistent with 
the views which they hold upon this subject. They be- 
lieve in the absolute non-interference of the state in all 
matters of religious faith and practice, and yet, millions 
of them seek the help of the state to propagate and estab- 
lish their religious dootrins and worship. Every year 
they are asking the Federal Congress, and the state legis- 
latures, and city councils to do things which violate the 
rights of conscience.” 


Dr. Hawthorne's ringing remarks concerning 
chaplaincies we commend to the consideration of 
Dr. Buckley: 


‘In appointing men to these offices, and paying them 
for their services with money taken from itsown treasury, 
the state does more than protect the Christian religion. 
It patronizes it, and any governmental patronage of re- 
ligion is a violation of the rights of conscience. These 
chaplains receive their commissions as is prescribed by 
the government. They perform such religious services 
88 are prescribed by the government. They are respon- 
sible to the government for the manner in which they 
perform the duties of their ministerial office. Could 
there be & more real alliance between religion and the 
State? Hav we not in this country a state religion? I 
am absolutely sure that we hav. We hav made Chris- 
tianity the religion of the state. * While these 
abuses of civil goverment exist le& no man speak of this 
country as ‘a land of religious liberty.” We hav nothing 
but religious toleration. Religious liberty is found only 
where there is a complete severance of church and 
state.’’ 


Some of Dr. Hawthorne’s animadversions on the 
exemption of church property from taxation are 
excellent. 


scribe. 


The more closely the tenements of Trinity Church 
Corporation are examined the worse it appears for 
that exceedingly wealthy association. Of about 
one hundred buildings investigated by the Depart- 
ment of Buildings, forty-five are defectiv; in many 
instances the law has been flagrantly violated: 
Walls are unsafe; fire escapes are useless; drain- 
age is bad; water has to be carried from the ground 
floor to the top stories even of the tall tenements, 
and this sadly interferes with that cleanliness 
which is so essential to health, while the many 
women tenants who are washerwomen are thus 
subjected to needless additional hardships. Colonel 
Cruger, the comptroller of the corporation, insists 
that it spends its entire revenue in improvements, 
but the books of the Building Department show 
that the tenements hav got but an infinitesimal 
part of this princely revenue. In twelve years the 
Corporation has bettered the physical, the sanitary 
condition of its tenants to the extent of five small 
houses and two small tenements, while it has put 
$780,000 into new factories and warehouses and 
millions into churches. Claiming to be too poor 
to improve its tumble-down and unhealthful tene- 
ments, it has expended $1,000,000 on the magnifi- 
cent new Episcopal church on Ninety-second street, 
miles away from the human hives where the money 
that built it was earned in squalor and tears. This 
church—St. Agnes—is one of the finest Episcopal 


When renewing for Tue Truro SEEKER add 
twenty-five cents for a copy of the Annuar. It is 


great. 
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At the Book Table. 


We hav scarcely begun to measure the effect of 

Herbert Spencer’s Synthetic Philosophy on the 
world’s thought. We are too near him in time to 
grasp even partially what it involves and prophe- 
sies. The magnitude of his accomplishment repels 
multitudes whose lives are filled with work; they 
hav not the leisure to sit down and read, much less 
study, the many ponderous volumes which embody 
the fruits of his profound cogitations. The few 
hav mastered the principles of his epoch-making 
philosophy; the millions of fairly well-informed 
people hav read only a little here and there of all 
the many books he has written. This is their loss, 
of course, but until the masses hav more time for 
serious reading there does not seem to be any help 
for it—they must get all, or nearly all, they will 
assimilate of the teachings of Herbert Spencer 
from those who are his pupils, critics, and interpre- 
ters. In view of these facts, every such work as 
this “Introduction "* of Mr. Hudson's is most wel- 
come. It will help to remove the misconceptions 
which so generally prevail concerning the evolu- 
tionary philosophy, and will also giv its readers 
something of an understanding of the character of 
Herbert Spencer, the man, and a glimps of the 
environment which helped mold the greatest Eng- 
lish thinker of the century. 
` Mr. Hudson thinks that there is a * wholesome 
spirit of inquiry” abroad as to the “personality 
and writings of Herbert Spencer. To him, as the 
philosopher of evolution—as the systematic expo- 
nent of the new thought in its wider relations— 
attention is turned from almost every side; and 
countless readers, whose own studies hav taken 
them but a small way below the surface of the 
questions to the consideration of which he has de- 
voted the energies of his life, are none the less im- 
bibing from the very atmosphere around them a 
vague but strong impression that his teachings and 
speculations hav been, of all men's, the most influ- 
ential in directing the intellectual movements of 
the nineteenth century.” The author does not 
trace over the arguments or summarize the conclu- 
sions of the Spencerian philosophy. Still less does 
he feel called upon to enter into any discussion of 
its more debatable aspects, and least of all does he 
venture to offer a substitute for the synthetic sys- 
tem itself. Those who would really understand Mr. 
Spencer's ideas must go to his writings; “ no short 
eut can be pointed out that can be other than un- 
satisfactory; no patent method can be devised that 
will relieve the student of the need for a first-hand 
study of Mr. Spencer’s own arguments, or even 
render such first-hand study a very light and easy 
task.” Nevertheless, Mr. Hudson thinks that some- 
thing can be done to make the way smoother and 
easier for the feet of the untrained explorer, and 
this is what he has tried to do, and, in our opinion, 
with no small measure of success. He has given 
what he claims the “Introduction” to be—an out- 
line map or hand-guide of the principal features of 
the Synthetic philosophy. 

The contents of the volume, as indicated in the 

chapter headings, are: Herbert Spencer—a Bio- 
graphical Sketch ; Spencer's Earlier Work—Prepa- 
ration for the Synthetic Philosophy; the Synthetic 
Philosophy; the Spencerian Sociology; the Ethical 
System of Spencer; Religious Aspects of the Spen- 
cerian Philosophy; Chronological List of Mr. 
Spencer’s Writings. Of the men who hav pro- 
foundly impressed the thought of this age probably 
less is known of Mr. Spencer personally than of 
any other. The chief cause of this is the ill-health 
which for nearly forty years has kept him confined 
within the circle of a few immediate friends. Then 
he has been so closely kept to the great task which 
he set for himself that, even when his health was 
comparativly good, he has not had time to mingle 
much in the stirring activities of the less studious 
world. Not only does he not seek notoriety, but 
he resents, “as something akin to outrage, any 
attempt to thrust notoriety upon him. He began 
his vast work paying but scant heed to the fierce 
and fiery criticisms by which it was assailed; and 
now that, after so many years of hard struggle and 
patient effort, his place asa thinker is acknowledged 
on every hand, he concerns himself as little with 
the praise which is showered upon him as he for 
‘merly did with the blame.” 

Herbert Spencer was born at Derby, England, on 
the 27th of April, 1820. His father, a teacher, was 
a man of strong character, unusual breadth of cult- 
ure, and very original views. Mr. Hudson says 
that he was in advance of his time, and of ours as 
well, it may be feared. He did not believe in load- 


*An Introduotion to the Philosophy of Herbert Spen- 
cer. With a Biographical Sketch. By William Henry 
Hudson. New York: D. Appleton & Co. Cloth, 234 pp. 
Price, $1.25. 
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ing the memory with & great mass of undigested 
facts and leaving the mind untrained to habits of 
personal observation and reasoning. Therefore, 
“he regarded it as of more importance to foster 
originality and independence of thought, to excite 
interest, and nurture the reflectiy powers, than to 
store the memories of his pupils with any quantity 
of merely bookish learning. His ambition was to 
producea well-balanced and self-reliant human being, 
and not a walking encyclopedia of more or less use- 
less information.” ‘With such a father it is natural 
that Herbert Spencer should hav developed—with 
the heritage of brain power he received—into one 
of the few really deep original thinkers of the age. 
From his thirteenth to his sixteenth year the young 
Spencer studied under the care of his uncle Thomas, 
a clergyman of the Church of England, a man of 
robustindependence and whose views on educational 
matters do not seem to hav differed essentially from 
those of his brother the teacher. “ A radical at the 
time when nearly the whole English church was in 
bondage to the Tory party; a teetotaler when the 
temperance movement was held by the general re- 
ligious world to be a subtle form of Atheism; a 
Chartist, and the first clergyman of the English 
church to take an activ and prominent part in the 
anti corn-law movement, a vigorous and unwearied 
lecturer upon all matters touching the physical, 
moral, and social welfare of the people—the Rev. 
Thomas Spencer was assuredly & man marked out 
from the rank and file of the clergy of his day.” 
While. under the care of his uncle, Herbert’s suc- 
cesses and failures in his studies were repetitions of 
those of the past—in the classic languages he showed 
an ‘‘inaptitude almost astounding,” and with French 
it was but little better. * Rules and vocabularies 
proved. perpetual stumbling-blocks to him; and 
what little was with infinit difficulty committed to 
memory was almost as soon forgotten.” But a 
counterbalancing aptitude was shown for studies 
* demanding a different kind of ability—constructiv 
and coordinating power rather than a memory 
for unconnected details. In mathematics and 
mechanics such rapid advancement was made that 
he soon placed himself in these departments ahead 
of fellow-students much older than himself. What 
was noticeable, too, was his early habit of laying 
hold of essential principles, and his ever-growing 
tendency toward independent analysis and explora- 
tion." His uncle, himself a graduate of Cambridge, 
wished him to be coached for admission to that 
university, but Herbert steadfastly refused. In the 
end his objections prevailed and all idea of an 
academic career was abandoned. Mr. Hudson con- 
cludes that while he lost something by this decision 
he undoubtedly gained vastly more than he lost. 

As a school-teacher the embryo philosopher pos- 
sessed & rare faculty for luminous exposition; he 
easily aroused the interest of his pupils in the sub- 
jects with which he dealt, and he always “recog- 
nized and appreciated the individualities of the 
pupils committed to his charge, realizing in this 
direction the lofty ideal of the relations between 


teacher and taught which he afterwards so strenu- | 


ously insisted upon in his book on education." 

In the early edition of the “Social Statics,” Mr. 
Spencer accepted the intuitional theory of morals 
as opposed to the utilitarian, but the difficulty of 
reconciling this theory with the wide disparity of 
views regarding what is moral which has always 
prevailed in different countries and among the peo- 
ple of diverse races led him to greatly modify his 
opinion as therein expressed, and to say in his re- 
cent *Inductions of Ethics” that it has gradually 
become clear to him that the current belief among 
us that it is wrong to rob and that the unrepentant 
thief will be eternally damned, while it is an accepted 
proverb among the Bilochs that “ God will not favor 
a man who does not steal and rob," cannot be 
reconciled with the theory that men hav in common 
an innate perception of right and wrong. Yet he 
did not at this take his stand with the utilitarians. 
The struggle between the two schools had reached 
& deadlock when evolution stepped in to reconcile 
them. One thing they had always had in common— 
“both had based their arguments and formulated 
their conclusions upon the conceptions of special 
creation and fixed types; and the discussion, with 
the full consent of both contending parties, had 
been in this way limited in range to the experiences 
of the individual life. Could the conscience ever 
hav arisen after the manner alleged, within the span 
of the separate mortal career?  'lhis was the form 
that the issue had taken, and to the question in this 
shape one side had answered Yes, and the other 
No. Evolution at once widened the issue. Behind 
the individual it placed the race; behind civilized 
humanity, the ages of barbarism and animality, out 
ef which, through untold centuries, we hav been 
slowly and painfully struggling upward into higher 
developments of life. The problem was no longer 


that of explaining the fine, sensitiv conscience of 
the modern adult Caucasian as the outgrowth of a 
few years of personal intercourse with his environ- 
ment. The gradually acquired experiences of count- 
less generations, slowly registered through long 
periods of social consolidation, and handed down 
from age to age as slight but persistent modifica- 
tions in the nervous organization of evolving man, ` 
these were the new factors which the development 
theory introduced into. the discussion. An expla- 
nation which had properly been condemned as 
absurdly inadequate, so long as attention was con- 
fined to the brief terms of a separate life; assumed, 
immediately that account was taken of the element 
of hereditary transmission, the appearance of a 
rational and complete solution of the problem. In 
merging the life history of each single generation 
in the life history not only of the human race at. 
large, but of all sentient existence, and in postula- 
ting the thread of a continuity that, running through 
almost imperceptible gradations, binds the highest . 
forms to the lowest, the evolutionist at once se- 
cured a new standpoint, and escaped the obvious 
charge of extravagance or specious reasoning.” 

Thus we are again brought face to face with the 
fact that the modern. Freethinker must build his 
superstructure upon the solid foundation of the 
evolutionary philosophy. It is passing strange that 
there is occasionally an Infidel to be found who 
laughs at and ridicules the development theory. 
Such & man does not seem to realize that, facing 
the supernaturalist, the rationalist stands unarmed 
if he flings away the sword of science, and that the 
now seemingly inevitable induction from the facts 
known to the student of science is that man is the 
latest of a practically endless succession of living 
forms that hav slowly evolved through uncounted 
millions of years. Until the advent of the science 
of development from earlier forms all that the ra- 
tionalis& could do was to point to the flaws in the 
argument for design and in the assumption of & 
god given scheme of morals, but now, thanks to 
the investigations of Darwin and his fellow observ- 
ers and the synthetic work of Spencer and his fel- 
low philosophers, the rationalist has positiv princi- 
ples for which he can stand and which will not fail 
him in the hour of comparison. He commits log- 
ical suicide when he flouts the philosophy of devel- 
opment. Without science he must fall back on 
God or Chance, and science has been synthesized 
only in the evolutionary philosophy. 

A careful study, under the guidance of Mr. Spen- 
cer, of the problem of the development of the re- 
igious emotion, leads to the revision, or, rather the 
rejection, of one of the most popular of the mod- 
ern readings of the mind of primitiv man, and the 
effect upon it of the phenomena of nature. For- 
merly those who sought a natural genesis for relig- 
ious ideas held that early man was led by the sense 
of wonder or fear to reverence and directly person- 
i y the objects of nature—those influencing his daily 
life. The theory is a fascinating one and appeals 
to the poetical temperament, and, moreover, is con- 
gruous in its alleged experiences with the mental 
processes of our more developed state. But the 
primitiv man had “neither the emotional tendencies 
nor-the intellectual tendencies requisit to produce 
the supposed chain of effects. The familiar sights 
and sounds of surrounding nature, suggestiv as 
they may be to the civilized adult, aroused in him 
no greater feeling of awe than they do to-day in the 
child or the village clown, who watches the rising 
and setting of the sun, the waxing and waning of 
the moon, the ebbing and flowing of the sea, with- 
out the slightest impulse in the direction of wor- 
ship.” The religious emotions of which we may be 
conscious as we stand face to face with such phe- 
nomena are distinctivly modern, and are obstacles in 
the way of our comprehension of the emotional at- 
titude of early man. The savage, like the ignorant 
and brutal among ourselvs; has no curiosity. He 
does not speculate or ask questions concerning his 
environment; he does not seek an interpretation. 
He lacks the traits from which a system of nature- 
worship would hav to originate.. The conclusion is 
that nature-worship is not the primordial form of 
the religious ides, but a development from it. In 
shadows, reflections, and dreams religion was born. 
From these came the notion of the duality of 
things, the underlying concept in all systems of re- 
ligion, no matter how refined and complex. He 
saw his shadow, his reflection in the water, and, 
knowing nothing of their physical causes, he simply 
and naturally regarded them as appended entities. 
The savage sleeps; but not all his mental forces 
are quiescent, and hence he dreams. He eats, he 
hunts, he fights; he awakes and learns from others 
that during this time his body has been lying on 
the ground, unmoving and voiceless. From this 
grows up the notion of the wandering double. that 
goes away in sleep for a short time, and longer in 


fevers, swoonings, and trances. Subsequently 
comes the identification of this other self with the 
appended entity shown in shadow and reflection. 
So is born and developed the belief in the double 
or ghost. Naturally this belief assumes special 
proportions in connection with the phenomenon of 
death. Now the otherself is permanently detached. 
It vanishes into the shadow world, carrying with it 
many of its bodily characteristics, and naturally en- 
dowed with suggestions of superadded power, by & 
process akin to that by which we invest our ab- 
sent friends with capacities and virtues not percep- 
tible when they were with us. By-and-by the sur- 
rounding world is filled with these shadowy doubles. 
At first the doubles are short-lived, for the savage 
is not likely to dream often of any except the re- 
cenily dead, and wheh the deceased friend is no 
longer dreamed about, he is no longer thought of 
as still existing. Later, this conception of tempo- 
rary after-life expands into the conception of an 
unending after-life, immortality. Later still comes 
the division of the shadow world into places of 
probation, punishment, and reward. . 


The Sermon on the Mount. 
` It is often claimed that * Christian " charity and 
alm3-giving are the outcome of the love, pity, and 
sympathy with suffering humanity that spring from 
Jesus’s teaching. But that is diametrically the op- 
posit of Jesus’s teaching. He does say, “ Lend, 
hoping for nothing again” (Luke vi, 35); he does 
indorse the old law, * Love thy neighbor,” and he 
does say, “Love your enemies ;” but. he distinctly 
teaches that this is not to be done from any good 
that there is in charity, love, pity, or sympathy, or 
. from any obligation to help the needy, but because 
' that is the only thing out of which you can get any 
profit or reward. You are to think of the profit or re- 
ward to yourself, first, last, and all the time. But the 
only reason why you are not to expect any reward 
from those you do good to is that the reward is to 
be in the next world. These people cannot reward 
you thus, but as you are entitled to your profit on 
the transaction, God will himself repay you in the 
next world. You are always represented as having 
made & bargain with the Lord, one so good that it 
will pay you to sacrifice everything for it. Thus— 
, If ye love them which love you, what thank hay ye? 
- ` If you do good to them which do good to you, what 
thavk hav you? : 

If ye lend to thém of whom ye hope to receive, what 

thanks hav ye?—Luke vi, 32, e seq. 
That is, if your good will is repaid in any way, if 
there is good will in return, what. reward hav ye! 
You hav been repaid by some one else, and your 
bargain with the Lord is “ off,” and you are in debt, 
not he! “No, you are to do it “hoping for nothing 
‘again ;” and “your reward shall be great, and ye 
shall be the children of the highest.” 

So far from our action, as recommended by Jesus, 
being unselfish, or springing from any doctrin he 
taught about love, pity, good will, or sympathy 
with human suffering, it is, on the contrary, selfish- 
ness of the grossest kind, grossly immoral, and has 
prov.d disastrous in practice. Not only is no 
attempt made by Jesus to enforce a distinction be- 
tween the deserving poor and those poor from 
laziness and vice, but he is unable to see any. 
Poverty itself is the merit, and if you are not poor, 
to hav your reward you must become s0, or else you 
will go to hell like Dives, who went there, not be- 
cause he was a bad man, but simply and solely 
because he was rich. As to any recommendation as 
to how to get rid of poverty by better government 
and improving men’s ideas, Jesus is not only silent, 
but he Aad to be, because he saw no merit in abol- 
ishing poverty. “ Ye hav the poor always with you ” 

' (Mat. xxvi, 11), and you were to add to the general 
poverty by becoming poor yourself. 

In any community where there are poor, as a last 
resort, in their «xtreme need, they must depend for 
sustenance on those who hav more or less wea'th 
laid by. In this way the wealthier hav an interest 
in the matter, and Jesus tells them that their duty 
is to become themselvs enrolled among the poor by 
giving up to them what they themselvs possess. 
Socrates, centuries before Jesus, had a friend named 
Aristarchus, who in times of trouble and distress 
had taken into his house, and supported, in idleness, 
fourteen poor women, his own relations. The 
Strain on his resources was so great, and his means 
being so rapidly diminished, that he saw the end 
staring him in the face, and that the time must 
soon come when he could no longer. support them, 
and they must starve. In plain words, Aristarchus 
was & primitiv Jesus, living centuries before Jesus ; 
and he was giving all he had to fourteen poor peo- 
ple, with the result that he saw that there would 
soon be fifteen poor people in danger of starvation 
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questioned him. When he learned what the trouble 
‘was, he said, “Shall I tell you my mind, Aris- 


nor they you, for this reason, that you, on the one 
hand, feel that they are a burden to you, and they, 
on the other, perceive you uneasy and discontented 
on their account. Sn 

crease on both sides, and the sense of past favors 


Aristarchus to set his poor friends at work, instead 
of keeping them in idleness and always poor. 
advice was followed, to the mutual satisfaction of 
both parties, and both “had their reward,” as 
-Jesus would hav said. But Jesus looks for no “re- 


| teen; wise old Socrates’s method resulted in fifteen 


‘a hereafter, Aristarchus is still just as much, nay, 


-therefore shall be. perfect as your heavenly father 
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instead of fourteen. Socrates, meeting him one 


h (Luke xiv, 25,26). If we are bidden to hate our 
day, saw that he was troubled about something, and 


nearest relations, what is the good of telling us to 
love our enemies? What is Jesus’s own account of 
how he or God will show his love to his own ene- 
mies at the lastjudgment? Listen: * Then shall he 
say unto them on the left hand, Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels " (Mat. xxv, 41). Jesus asks 
men to love their enemies, but on earth he is intoler- 
ant and unloving to his enemies, and he promises: 
that on high there shall be no love shown them by 
himself or God If man's natural want of love for 
his enemies is wrong, surely Jesus's or God's wrath 
and cursing theirs with eternal torment is devilish. 
Again we may say to. Jesus, “Physician, heal thy- 
self.” Jesus is supposed to lay his life on the altar 
as a sacrifice for men. We may retort to him in 
his own words. “If thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother has 
aught against thee; leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy gift” (Mat. v, 
23, 24). If the divine perfection does not include 
any love or forgivness for its enemies it is useless 
to ask men to love their enemies in order that they 
may be perfect “even as our father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” Cuas. B. Coorzz, . 
(CONTINUFD NEXT WEEK.) l 


tarchus? Well, then, I am of opinion that, in the 
condition you are in, you cannot love your guests, 


The discontent will in- 


will wear off" Then Socrates goes on to advise 


The 


ward” or good result on earth; itis all to be looked 
for in heaven. Jesus’s method results in fifteen 
starving malcontents in place of the original four- 


contented people here on earth. Surely, if there is 


more, entitled to the kingdom of heaven for the 
help he afforded under Socrates’s guidance, as he 
would hav been for the increased helpless poverty 
that must hav resulted to fifteen instead of four- 
teen people by following Jesus’s command. Wise 
old Socrates, simple Jesus ! 

The Chinese Mencius, centuries before, said: | 
“The feeling of commiseration is the principle of 
benevolence.” Surely a proper motiv for giving 
help. The old Jewish law (Deut. xv, 8) said, 
“Lend him sufficient for his need." Surely a 
proper limitation. But Socrates taught Aris- 
tarchus, a8 we hav seen, to help his poor to 
help themselvs. Surely that was the best 
direction for the benevolence arising from com- 
miseration. Socrates’s teaching includes the essen- 
tial points of all good teachers—viz., the right 
ground, the extent; and the best direction. Jesus 
perverted benevolence at its fountain head when he 
made it to begin with the desire of future reward 
from a hypothetical god in a hypothetical future 
life. As a result those countries which are still the 
most imbued with the doctrins of Jesus are the 
most involved in abject poverty and misery; and 
the mass of the people, learning to depend on char- 
ity, become & race of beggars and beget a race of 
beggars. Go to Italy and Spain and see the crowds 
of lazy mendicants that swarm there. As a learned 
friend, himself a believer in Jesus, told me, his ex- 
perience with these beggars was that they did not 
ask for alms thus: “ Giv me a sou ;” but they say: 
«Giv me my sou.” -That is, giv me the daily dole 
that I hav a right to—that which is mine. So true 
is it that Jesus’s teachings about charity are mis- 
ebievous that Christians themselvs are being driven 
to reorganize their ideas upon secular models. To 
whatever extent their charity may hav been useful 
they hav been heathens; to whatever extent they 
hav been guided by Jesus they hav been mis- 
chievous 

* But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless | 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that despitefully use you and 
persecute you” (Mat. v, 44; Luke vi, 27, 28, 35 is 
similar). Portions of this command hav long been 
known to be interpolated (S. R 291) and they hav 
been omitted in the revised version, where it reads 
thus: * Love your enemies and pray for them that 
persecute you; that ye may be the sons of your 
father which is heaven; for he maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and the unjust.” And he ends with, * Ye 


The Religion of the Savage. 


In the confused crowd of his impressions the 
savage perceives chiefly that he is beset on every 
side. He feels the blows dealt him by the invisible. 
He sees ghosts in the visions of the night. Slain 
animals, no less than slaughtered men, inhabit 
the places to which his spirit wanders during 
sleep. It does not, for a long while, occur to him 
that this multitude of influences may be summed 
up in a few grand poetical abstractions, any more 
than it occurs to a child now-a-days to strike out a 
theology for himself. The most ancient idols are 
without shape, not even human, nor even bestial; 
and such, too, are the conceptions they body forth. 
Men worshiped the fire in thé tree, which their own 
hands had kindled, ages before they rose to the idea 
of a supreme, all-seeing sun-god. They adored the 
animals, tame or wild, in their neighborhood, by no 
means symbolically, but with a deep reverence for 
the wisdom, strength, and power of evil possessed 
by these other-shaped mortals who disputed the 
world with them. In vegetation they recognized 
gods many and lords many, born with the spring, 
dying at harvest, and needing to be helped by the 
solemn magic ritual which made things flourish or 
turned aside mischief. The animal, the tree, and 
the god were all bound up together, incarnate in 
king and priest, liable to injury and even to death, 
so that a continued succession must be provided 
lest their life should fail.— Quarterly Review. 


Observations. 


Evolution gets in its work on judicial tribunals 

as well as upon the animal kingdom. It is a long 
way from the monkey to the man, and it is also a 
considerable distance from the Star Chamber to the 
Lexow investigating committee. And the thought 
may be inserted here as a corollary, or as a side 
issue, that as a good many worthy, though savage, 
anthropoid apes hav been sacrificed to the law of 
progress in order that we might hav a number of 
disreputable men, so we hav shoved aside some 
quite respectable old legal institutions to make 
room for the show that Mr. Goff has been running. 
Whether the world gained anything when our evo- 
lutionary ancestor disappeared from his tree and 
the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage showed up in his 
pulpit, and whether the Lexow committee is a de- 
sirable innovation on the Star Chamber, are ques- 
tions worth thinking ‘of, even though there may be 
but one answer. 
. The apologists for the Star Chamber probably 
inquired, “If you take away our tribunal, what will 
you giv us in its place?” exactly as religious peo- 
ple ask us how we propose to fill the hole left by 
an uprooted superstition. The question was par- 
tially answered by the grand jury, whose proceed- 
ings, like those of its predecessor, were ex parie—a 
legal disguise for one-sided. Between a grand jury 
and a Dorcas society or sewing-circle, I should 
choose the latter, for the reason that its findings 
hav less legal force. 

Nobody now defends the Star Chamber, which 
convicted and hanged people without accusing or 
trying them. Many lawyers object to the grand 
jury, which may indict a citizen without giving him 
a chance to explain, or force a witness to giv testi- 
mony calculated to degrade himself. 

The Lexow committee has burlesqued the gcod 
| old Star Chamber, and differs from the grand jury 

in holding its sessions with open doors. It is an 


is perfect.” 

Here again Jesus steps as much outside of nature 
as he does in his ideas about charity, and about 
family life. If he had told us to deal charitably in 
thought and action with our enemies, to moderate 
our resentment at their enmity, he would hav been 
wise; but he himself is the best evidence to show 
that his extreme command, “Love your enemies,” 
is unnatural. He did not act on it himself, and 
neither he nor any of his followers has ever pictured 
God as acting on it or as going to act on it in the 
judgment day. Let us see in what manner Jesus 
carried out his own precept. In sending out the 
disciples to preach Jesus tells them: ‘ Whoever 
shall not receive nor hear your words, when ye de- 
part out of that house or city, shake off the dust of 
your feet. Verily I say unto you, it shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment than for that city” (Mat. x, 14, 
15). Again: “ Whoever shall deny me before men, 
him will I also deny before my-father, which is in 
heaven" (Mat. x, 33). Again: “If any man come 
to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, 
and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple D 
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extra-judicial but strictly intra-political tribunal, 
established by politicians out of office to investigate 
the conduct of those who were in, with the contem- 
plated result that the relativ positions hav been 
changed. It is not restricted in its operations by 
any rules of procedure, wherein it resembles the 
grand jury; but here the resemblance ends, for 
whereas the grand jury summons credible witnesses, 
it cannot be recalled that any reputable person has 
appeared as an accuser before the committee. The 
Lexow tribunal drags a citizen’s reputation across 
the tongue of a professional liar or blackguard, and 
then turns him adrift. He cannot even obtain a 
transcript of the testimony in order that he may 
proceed against the witness for perjury, nor can 
he be heard through counsel. If he goes upon the 
stand in his own defense, he is lost; insult by 
Mr. Goff being the salve applied to the injuries in- 
flicted by the witnesses. The following is a steno- 
graphic report of an examination made in such a 
case : 

Q. Hav you not stolen anything? 

A. No, sir. g 

Q. What, never stolen anything! (Looking sround in 
horror.) 
' A. Linsist— 

Q. (Breaking in.) Naturally! (Sardonically.) 

A. But, sir— 


Q. But me no buts. I ask you a simple question; you 


grow confused. Why, if you are so innocent (lingering 


on the ‘‘innocent”), do you get confused? 
A. I can explain— : 
. Oh, we want no explanations. 


Q. Step down! You'reexeused. Step down, sir! We 
hav had all we want of you. 

The examiner was the man upon whom the peo- 
ple of New York city hav bestowed the highest 
judicial office in the political market. The language 
is not that which & gentleman would use when ad. 
dressing &nother, but Mr. Goff may be excused 
from observance of such courtesies on the ground 
that he is not acquainted with them. 

The Lexow Senate committee, if the truth were 
told, has only cleared land where its predecessors at 
Albany sowed the seed of blackmail and rascality. 
The religionists, the mock moralists, and the sup- 
pressors, co-operating with small-caliber legislators, 
gave us laws not demanded by public opinion or 
necessity—laws that nobody pretends to observe, 
and which hav no other uses than those to which 
they hav been put by the police, namely, blackmail 
and oppression. Persons with political influence 
hav of course enjoyed immunity from their opera- 
tion; others, without such influence, hav bribed 
the police, which was the most natural thing they 
could do. Everybody has known such to be the fact, 
and the Lexow committee has merely classified pub- 
lic information on this subject. The official corrup- 
tion did not begin in the submerged quarter, but in 
the churches and societies which used their “moral” 
influence on the legislature. And, by the way, out 
of this same “ moral " influence arises a scandal ten 
times greater than any the Lexow committee could 
unearth in a century. I refer to the immunity of 
seventy-five millions of church property in this city. 
Compared with that, ten or & hundred dollars paid 
by a saloon keeper or a “madam” to a “ ward 
man” is as a flea to an octopus. Yet the persons 
pushing the present investigation are the iden- 
tical corruptere of legislatures who profit by 
their religio-political pull. I would like to see a 
committee of citizens sent to Albany with power to 
call the legislators and even the governor to the 
witness stand and make them tell how special bills 
exempting this church and that church from assess- 
ment for street, water, and other improvements 
were put through, and why all the churches are 
permitted to escape general taxation. Here is a 
scandal, flagrant, glaring, and notorious, for there 
is no moral difference between evading a fine and 
evading a tax that is in justice due. The ministers 
and the legislators having communicated a bad dis- 
order to the body politic are doctoring it with 

otions that aggravate the disease, and then strip- 
ping the patient and exhibiting him for fees and no- 
toriety. But it is the doctors themselvs who need 
the caustic. 

That the Lexow investigation was needed will 
not be here denied. That municipal officials hav 
worked their jobs for all they worth seems appar- 
ent; but anyone who thinks that the investigators, 
in harassing the police, are actuated by less selfish 
motivs than actuated the police who neglected to 
harass some of the offenders against the law, could 
not be deemed an apt student of human nature. 


The constitutionality of the income tax is to be 
tested by various gentlemen who object to paying 
it. This circumstance recalls a warning addressed 
to the British Parliament by William Pitt, who 
paid: “To levy a direct tax is a dangerous experi- 
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ment in a free country, and may invite revolt; but 
there is a method by which you can tax the last rag 
from the back and the last bite from the mouth 
without causing a murmur against high taxes, and 
that is to tax a great many articles of daily use and 
necessity so indirectly that people will pay them 
and not know it; their grumbling will then be of 
hard times, but they will not know that the hard 
times are caused by taxation.” 

Wise Mr. Pitt! The same citizens who now re- 
volt hav been paying when they must, or evading 
when they could, tariff and revenue and other indi- 
rect taxes all their lives without a thought about 
appealing to the Constitution; and still, if rightly 
comprehended, the income tax is as constitutional 
as any. 


The bloomer girls who ride the bike 
Can now indulge in smoking too. 
Since they at last a match can strike 
t The same way that their brothers do.—Puck. 
Which seems to prove, as we are pained to say, 
That Mrs. Martin’s wrong, and girls are built that way. 


The book “Trilby,” which is now Bo conspicu- 
ously before the public eye, has a defect which, if 
all readers possessed my prejudice against polyglot 
writing, would condemn it to remain in- the hands 


of the publishers. As a work represented to be 


English prose, it is a fraud, for about ten per cent 


of itis French or Latin. No amount of merit as & 
novel can make it anything but an imposition on 
the reader. 
quotations from foreign writers are made as a rule 


| “less for the sake of. throwing light upon the topie 


in hand. than for the sake of effect.” In this case 
it is all effect, and the effect is all bad. So far 
from advising anybody to read “ Trilby” I would 
advise everybody not to. And if I should find it in 


& library, instead of recommending its exclusion, as 
the Pennsylvania clergymen hav done, I would urge 


that it be left there. 

In one chapter of “ Trilby ” a young man who is 
engaged to a minister's daughter gets to. thinking 
over the subject of religion, and makes out a fairly 
strong case against the church. Its value consists 
in the fact that it will be read by others than Free- 
thinkers, who hav already had the same matter pre- 
sented to them in & not inferior form. ; 

Mr. D. C. Wismer, of Quakertown, Pa., notes that 
the Hon. Mr. Carlisle, secretary of the treasury, has 
approved a design for a five-dollar bill decorated 


with angels., Mr. W. thinks that Secularists should 


protest. I hav already written Mr. Carlisle sug- 
gesting that he omit the wings. 

In view of the great services which the Rev. Dr. 
Parkhurst has performed for the city of New York 
a grateful people are going into their pockets to 


provide a Testimonial which shall express their | 


thanks. It is thought proper that the offering 
shall also be a Memorial to perpetuate his achieve- 
ments. We know, of course, that the benefits. ac- 
cruing from the Parkhurst crusade hav not as yet 
assumed material or appreciable form except in an 
appropriation of $50,000 for the expenses of the 
Lexow Investigating committee, but practical con- 


siderations of that kind cut no figure in a crisis’ 


like this, when the emotions are aroused. The 
amount subscribed for the Parkhurst Memorial 
fund has already reached $10,000, and as the form 
of the contemplated testimonial is still not decided 
upon, and as suggestions are in order, I take this 
occasion to make some. Beyond doubt, the most 
appropriate Memorial would be a large seven or 
eight story Home for Unrepentant Magdalens, 
where visiting clergymen could be entertained and 
afforded. opportunity to witness the wickedness of 
the city without the dangers and expense of “ slum- 
ming” in company with corrupt policemen. As the 
Parkhurst habit is likely to spread to other cities, 
the Memorial might be made an interstate affair— 
Massachusetts, for example, contributing the 
Crispus Attucks monument to be set up in the 
front yard. It would be sure to attract attention. 
If this scheme is objected to as too elaborate or ex- 
pensiv, then how about a Fountain, erected in the 
Tenderloin district, with statuary representing the 
young men of Dr. Parkhurst’s Bible class playing 
leapfrog with nymphs? That would perpetuate 
the initial feature of the crusade. Or, third, 
let a souvenir Ooin be struck, the obverse side 
showing the easy-going savior forgiving the woman 
taken in the act ; on the reverse side, Dr. Parkhurst, 
with a stern expression of countenance calculated 
to denote that he is for giving her three months on 
the island. That, I take it, would serve to illustrate 
the progress of Christian charity during the past 
eighteen centuries. These designs, I admit, are 
unique, but so is the occasion ; and new occasions 
teach new duties. 


Geo. E. MACDONALD. 


Mr. Herbert Spencer observes that 


‘eral friends at Conway. 


News and Notes. 


Conway, North Dakota, is my next point after 
Park River. This was thought to be somewhat of 
a dark place with the shadow of Rome over it and 
that possibly brickbats might be used upon the ad- 
venturous reformer. But Conway turned out to be 
one of the best places I hav visited. I gave three 
lectures in the school-house, and it was full every 
evening. I had most aitentiv audiences, and the 
Catholics present admitted that the Demands of 
Liberalism were about right. I had a fine drive 
from Park River to Conway with John J. Kohnen. 
It was & perfectly lovely day. The distance was 


twelve miles, and it didn’t take much over an hour - 


to go that distance. Half way between Park River 
and Conway is Pisek, a Bohemian settlement that 
is Roman to: the core. A ten-thousand-dollar 
Catholic church has been built here, and farms hav 
been mortgaged in order to pay for it. At the last 
election every candidate was obliged to put up some- 
thing for the benefit of that church. It presents a 
very handsome appearance, and can be seen for 
miles over the wide plains. I reckon I shouldn’t 
get a corporal’s guard to listen to me at Pisek. 
The priest has got his work in here, and the people 
bow down. So I lingered not. At Conway, how- 
ever, it is entirely different. There are many 
Bohemians. here, but almost all of them are Free- 
thinkers. The spirit of John Huss flames out. In 
fact, the majority of the people are Freethinkers, 
and, take it-all in all, Conway is one of the most 
Liberal points in North Dakota. The lectures—the 
first of the kind ever delivered here—-were well 
received, atid the membership of the Federation was 
increased by many hames, among them the leading 
business men of the place. Mr. Kohnen made a 
fine opening address in introducing me to tbe peo- 
ple, speaking in behalf of human rights and free and 
honest investigation. Wm. E. Black, the school- 
master of the place, F. E. Vorachek, Math Vobayda,. 
Geo. W. Fraine, O. Davidson, R. A. Wavsanek, F. 
J. Ponzar, F. D. Worthing, etc., are among the Lib- 
Í found them stanch and | 
generous supporters, and all the time I spent at 
Conway was pleasant and encouraging for future 
work. It was wonderfully fair weather the first 
two days I was there—sunshiny daysand moonlight 
nights, brilliant and beautiful—but Saturday closed - 
in with a white frost and heavy mists. Thinks I, 
the blizzard is on my track now, I guess, but I must 
grin and bear it. It remained dark and gloomy all 
day Saturday; and after sunset it was so dark that 
one could scarcely see an attn’s length ahead. This 
prevented those who lived in the countty from at- 
tending, but the school-house was full nevertheless. 
To my surprise E. Smith-Petersen, of Park River, 
was present. He had taken his chances and driven 
over from his home, twelve miles, to attend the lect- 
ure and take me back with him for Sunday services. _ 
It was rather dubious weather for such a midnight 
journey in almost total darkness, but of course I 
must get back to Park River, or else the Methodist 
minister would be too happy. Well, during the 
lecture it partially cleared oif, and the moon shone 
dimly through the fleecy clouds so that we could 
easily see our way, and it was a delightful drive. 
We had & good pair of horses, and they sped along 
nobly over the slippery ground, and about one 
o’clock Sunday morning we were in Park River. 

Sunday dawned in gorgeous array. There was 
scarcely a cloud in the sky. There could not hav 
been a more favorable season for a battle-ground 
with orthodoxy. The forces were out indeed on 
both sides. There never before was such excite- 
ment.in Park City. It beat even election. The 
effort to prevent my speaking proved unsuccessful. 
The Opera House was rented, paid for, and there 
was no interruption. It was crowded in the after- 
noon, and I delivered my lecture on “ The Bible and 
Modern Thought.” Mr. Petersen made the intro- 
ductory address, and it was a good one—a bold and 
splendid presentation of the whole matter as to 
whether a Freethinker should be allowed to speak 
in Park River or not. It was a question which con- 
cerned the interests of all, a question of justice and 
human rights. This opening address struck the 
keynote of the situation and won the attention and 
sympathy of the whole audience. I spoke for nearly 
two hours, I believe, for I felt that the occasion de- 
manded a full exposition of our principles; for no 
doubt Park River will be shaken for many a day to 
come With this revolution in behalf of Freethought. 
Messrs. Simons and Kapler furnished us with in- 
spiring music, as before, and we closed the great 
meeting with singing “America” to Freethought 
sentiments; and that closed our part of the dramatic 
contest, and our colors were victorious. 

But an event of even more tremendous import to 
the orthodox faith occurred in the evening. It was 
a splendid culmination of the existing campaign 
It completed the revolution, and announced that 
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This is a typical Western town, with Western pluck 
and enterprise, and no doubt it has a bright career 
before it. 
and are in favor of progress. 
of this place who hav stood so nobly by the colors; 
and I feel sure that hereafter Park River will enjoy 
the golden days of humanity. The midnight of 
orthodoxv is on the wane. The “priests of the 
evil faith” are passing. 


a a EE SEC EE 


hereafter Park River was not to be under the do- 
minion of a gloomy orthodoxy ; that light and truth 
and humanity were triumphant. The Rev. Mr. 
Campbell, of the Presbyterian church, announced 
that he would preach Sunday evening upon Free- 
thought. He had attended every lecture—is an 
educated and able man—capable of holding his 
own. He is besides a man of good breeding—of 
courtesy and social culture, a true gentleman; and 
also one who dares to speak his honest thought. 
Now the impression in the community was that he 
would train his well-mounted theological guns upon 
me, and that nothing would be left of the Infidel 
lecturer. The editor of the paper at Park River, 
who is a true-blue Methodist, had written the fol- 
lowing exquisit bit of criticism, which, of course, as 
. & genuin expression of the orthodox spirit, I am 
sure that the readers of “News and Notes” will 
appreciate. 


A Freethought (so-called) lecturer was billed to occupy 
the city hall a couple of evenings this week. This irre- 
ligious specialty sometimes has a poisonous effect upon 
bright half-grown lads, and upon ignorant people of 
larger growth, but the intelligent man or woman who has 
given any previous thought to the subject finds such a 


lecture only ‘‘ flat, stale, and unprofitable.” The **Free- 


thought” platformist of to-day is generally only an echo 


or a contortionist. 


In connection with this he published a notice of 


the Réy. Mr. Campbell : 


. Rev. D. Campbell will, on Sunday evening next in the 
Presbyterian church, speak upon the subject of ** Free- 
As a rule, Scottish Presbyterian ministers are 
iscuss metaphysical 


thought." 
soundly logical -and well. able to 
questions, and the Qazette- Witness expects that Mr. 


ampbell will prove himself no exception to a national 
It is urged that all who can should go and hear 


rule. 
this address. 


Well, the editor came to hear the preacher whom 
he had so extolled, and a more woe-begone counte- 
nance was never witnessed. It was nearly a yard 
It was as if the 
day of judgment was right upon it, and this was 
the general effect upon the orthodox mind of this 


long and as solemn as the grave. 


radical discourse. It was Freethought in spirit 
from beginning to end. The speaker practically 


indorsed the demands of Liberalism. He was will- 


ing to admit that Freethought was constructiv ; and 
that skepticism had benefited the church; that it 
was what the church needed to bring it into line 
with civilization. He affirmed that Christianity 
was capable of growth and improvement. He re- 
pudiated the doctrin of infant damnation and 
eternal damnation. He said he sincerely hoped 
that hell would sometime be turned “ upside down.” 


He thought that hope should be immortal. It was & 


discourse in the line of my own, for it was progres- 
siv, and infused with a broad and splendid spirit of 
inquiry. The church was crowded to its utmost 
capacity. All the standing room was occupied. It 
was the largest audience that any church in Park 
River had ever held. The Freethinkers were de- 
lighted with the utterances of this brave preacher. 

Mr. Campbell, of course, is not an Infidel as 
generally understood, except in the method of in- 
quiry. He still believes in God, in immortality, in 
the divinity of Jesus, in the Bible as to a certain 
extent an inspired book; and believing in these 
things, he claims his right to stand in the Presby- 
terian pulpit. Of his duty in this matter no one 
can judge except himself. I certainly do not claim 
the right to mark out his pathway for him, any 
more than he can claim the right to do the same for 
me. 


divergences; and that is the spirit of Liberalism, 
and this spirit is more than the particular mental 
results to which one arrives. At present Rev. Mr. 
Campbell is neither an Agnostic, nor Atheist, nor 
Materialist, nor Deist. He is a Christian Theist, 
accepting Christianity in its universal principles 
rather than its special doctrins. He has no desire 
to draw the sword or compel others to follow his 
dictum. He is evidently a man who knows what 
he thinks, and I do not believe he will take any 
backward step. What he said on Sunday evening, 
without doubt, is the result of much thought and 
deep study. He spoke with deliberation and great 
earnestness. 

Of course I do not agree with his criticism on 
Ingersoll and the old-time Infidels who hav done 
such good work, more destructiv than constructiv 
perhaps; but such is the necessity of the situation. 
We must remove in order to build. Mr. Campbell 
distinguishes between orthodoxy, the church, and 
Christianity. The church is not so bad as ortho- 
doxy, and Christianity is not so bad as the church. 
_There are faults in all.of them, but the church and 
Christianity can be and are improved, while ortho- 
doxy must be left behind. The distinction is a 
good one; and it is possible that in the onward 
progress of man the church and Christianity will 


But he is not bigoted. He is broad-minded. 
He is willing to agree to disagree in spite of wide 


be severed from orthodoxy and become humani- 
tarian. 

The criticism of Ingersoll was that he confounds 
orthodoxy, the church, and Christianity, and makes 
them one and the same thing. Iam sure that In- 
gersoll does nothing of the sort. He recognizes 
the distinction, but so long as the church and 
Christianity are based upon and cling to orthodoxy 
should we not deal with them as identical? If the 
church will frankly say that it does not believe 
in, but repudiates orthodoxy, then we will no Jonger 
accuse the church of the sins of orthodoxy. But 
until the church does this—so long as it is logically 
and historically connected with orthodoxy, and or- 
thodoxy is its creed—hav we not a right to hold 
the church responsible for orthodoxy, and for the 
savagery it contains? It is said that Ingersoll at- 
tacks a creed that is no longer believed by the in- 
telligence of the race. This is true. But this is 
still the creed of the church, and through the 
church this creed is still powerful and dangerous. 
We must keep on attacking the creed until the 
church and all Christians are so ashamed of it that 
they will publicly and forever repudiate it. Our 
chief work at the present is to strip off the coward- 


ice and hypocrisy of the church, imposed by a | 


creed which, if not any longer truly accepted by 
the advanced Christian, still haunts with terror the 
minds of many millions. _I think Mr. Campbell, in 
his endeavor to defend the church from both Inger- 
soll and orthodoxy, made some illogical statements, 
but he did this in a courteous and honorable man- 
ner, and he himself certainly occupies no “ coward'g 
castle.” 

I do not mean to convey the idea that Mr. Camp- 
bell is in full agreement and sympathy with myself. 
No doubt hereafter there will be intellectual battles 
between us on great questions, but he is a foeman 
worthy of one’s steel. He will take no unfair ad- 
‘vantage. But the difference between us, be it 
noted, is in result, but not in spirit and method. 
He is & free thinker, as he declared Jesus and Lu- 
ther to be free thinkers, in that he affirms the right 
of private judgment, declares that each one should 
think for himself, that the highest authority is hu- 
man reason itself, and that doubt is a necessary 
condition of progress. Hence there is no reason 
why we should not shake hands, since our moral 
ideals are practically the same. Of course the 
orthodox will misrepresent Mr. Campbell and 
call him an “Infidel” and all sorts and varieties 
of harsh names. They will not realize the depths 
and hights of his philosophical ideas; that he is 
trying to make the church a better and more hu- 
mane institution; to bring it in accord with civili- 
zation, and to make it & more splendid factor in 
modern life. They will not see the nobility and 
value of his efforts. They will crucify him, I be 
lieve. But if he is excommunicated it will be to 
the injury of the church, and will redound only to 
his credit. He will hav the support of the best 
people in Park City. 

On the other hand the Methodist clergyman is a 
unique specimen of the inquisitor and persecutor. 
He can smell out heresy afar off. He knows it all. 
His nasal protuberance is an arch detectiv, as the 
following incident exhibits. One of the citizens of 
Park River, who had really never violated any law, 
was arrested for selling intoxicating drinks. The 


defendant offered a bottle of the accused liquor 


to the prosecuting attorney, and asked him 
to taste of it, and see if it was intoxicating, 
a short and easy method of settling the ques- 
tion. The officer did so, and at once declared that 
it was not an illegal beverage. It had no 
intoxicating quality. «* Wil you please let me 
smell of it?” said the reverend Methodist, who was 
present at the trial. He was allowed to do so, and 
by his wonderful sense of smell instantly declared 
that the liquor was intoxicating, and that the de- 
fendant should be prosecuted with the utmost rigor 
of the law. I think this reverend smeller could al- 
most equal Jesus, who turned water into wine, in 
his prodigious knowledge of the constituents of 
liquor. He must hav an amazing experience of 
liquor to know simply by putting bis nose to it how 
drunk it will make a man. That is a theological 
nose indeed, fitted for the grand inquisitor himself. 
Who can withstand such a proboscis, truly elephan- 
tine in its capacity, which would rule Park City with 
arod ofiron? Fortunately other people had more 
brains than nose, and the suit was dismissed. This 
is & specimen of the despotism of the church. It 
not only puts its foot in it, but nose and all. It 
would not only crucify a man for false doctrin, but 
also for a false scent. If he does not please the ol- 
factory nerves he is to be executed without benefit 
of clergy. Deliverme from the tyranny of the nose! 
If that is established, what will the end be? 

I shall not forget Park River, the good fellow- 
ship I hav had here, and the varied experiences. 


evening at 421 Lackawana avenue. 
and Kindness. Everybody invited. Secretary, William 
Watkins. 


cago. 
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The leading people are of the right sort 
I thank the friends 


Their swords and scevters I floating see, 
Like wrecks on the surge of eternity. 


Samorn P. Porwam. 


Lectures and Meetings. 


L. K. WasusuRnN's lecture engagements: Dec. 23d and 


80th, Willimantic, Conn.; Jan. 6th, East Dennis, Mass. ; 
Jan. 7th, Cotuit, Mass. 


Tue Soranton Secular Union meets every Friday 
Our motto: Freedom 


Tam Detroit Investigator’s society meets at 45 Monroe 
avenue every Sunday afternoon at 8 o'clock. All Liberal 
persons are invited to attend these meetings. Stanley 
Kleindienst, Recording Secretary. 


Tur First Secular Church of Portland meets in Labor 
Hall, Union Block, corner First and Stark streats, regu- 
larly every Sunday evening at 7.45. Nettie A. Olds, lec- 
turer. Sunday-school at same place at 12.30. 


Tux Fellowship for Ethical Research meets Wednes- 
days at 8.15 p.m., 1219 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, 
No conditions or qualifications are attached to mem- 
bership. Discussions each week are opened bv special 
addresses, ten minute speeches following. Privileges are 
granted equally to visitors and members. 


Tun Ohio Liberal Society meets every Sunday evening 


in G. A. R. Hall, 115 W. Sixth st., Cincinnati. Program 
for December: 
December 30th—‘‘ Why I am not a Christian." Rabbi 


Isaac M. Wise. 


Tum Brooklyn Philosophical Association meets every 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock in Long Island Business 
College, South 8th street, between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues Program for December: 


December 30th—'*The Christian Religion.” 
S. Perrin. 


Tut Friendship Liberal League, Genrge Longford, 
secretary, meets at 2:80 and 7:80, every Sunday in War- 
ner’s Hall, Broad and Wallace streets, Philadelphia. 
Freethought publications are on sale at the meeting. 


Tug Women's Liberal League of Philadelphia meets at 
8 o’clock Tuesday evenings in the Skerrett Building, N 
E. corner of Ridge avenue and Green street. Admission 
free. All welcome. Program for December: 


Tan Manhattan Liberal Club meets every Friday even- 
ing in German Masonio Hall, 320 Hast 15th street, New 
York, at 8 o’clock. Program for December: 

December 28th—T wenty-fifth anniversary of the Liberal 
Olu All friends are invited to come and celebrate 
with us in a special program. 


Raymond 


Mns. Freeman’s lecture 20pointments: Philadelphia, 
Pa., Jan. 18th; Northport, L. T, Jan. 14th, 15th. and 
16th; Liberal Olub, New Zork, Jan. 18th; Newark. N. J., 
Jan. 20th; Boston, Mass., Jan. 27th, Feb. 3d. and 10th. 
Mrs. Freeman desires to lecture during the months of 
January and February slong or near the above route. 
Those desiring to secure dates not taken please write her 
at once, 1037 West Madison street, Chicago, Ill. 


S. P. Potwaw’s lecture anvointments: 
San Marcial, N. M.. Dec. 29 to Jan. 2. 

Mr. Putnam will lecture during the month of January 
at Prescott, Arizona. It is hoped that friends in the 
vicinity and throughout Arizona will make arrangements 
for lectures at this time, and push the Freethought work. 
Mr. Putnam will alan arrange to lecture in New Mex- 
ico, Colorado, and Kansas on his roturn from Arizona, 
Those wishing lectures in avy of these states will commu- 
nicate with S. P. Putnam, 234 South Water street, Ohi- 


L. K. Washburn ia the Lecture Field. 

Colonel Ingersoll says: 

* Nzw YonE, Deo. 16, 1894. 

“I hear that L. K. Washburn is going to leoture, and I 
hope he will. 

“Mr. Washburn is thoroughly informed—knows the 
popular theology in all its moods and tenses—is per- 
fectly familiar with the history of Freethought, and with 
the sophistries of superstition. He is & natural orator 
and is full of enthusiasm for what he believes to be 
the truth. He has the courage of his convictions, and 
presents his arguments in a logical, forcible, pleasing, 
and poetic way. 

** Good luck to him—and long life!" 


——— ÉÜÓÀ——————— 
Capt. Silas Latham, late of the schooner Ger- 
trude Summers, laid his course down Lafayette 
place the other day with a small cargo of bluefish 
under his arm and a snug wad of greenbacks in his 
pocket. The fish he contributed to the Editor's 
table, while of the greenbacks he deposited a gen- 
erous bunch for the good of the cause and for value 
received. The captain has been fishing down Nor- 
folk way this fall. The Gertrude Summers became 
too small for his business, and was sold, but it is 
safe to predict that he will soon be plowing the 
brine again with new planks under his feet. 


- 
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Letters of Friends. 


That Libel on Lowell. 
JERSEY Crry, Deo. 14, 1894. 
, Mr. Eprron: I was glad to see George 
E. Macdonald’s ** Observation” this week 
about the James Russell Lowell paragraph. 
I hav the paragraph down on my memo- 
randum for investigation, as I could not be- 
lieve he ever wrote it when I first read it. 
C. B. Cooper. 


Beyond the Eightieth Mile-post. 

ATOHISON, Kan , Nov. 29, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: Please send me Putnam's 
** Four Hundred Years of Freethought” 
and Helen H. Gardener's ** Men, Women, 
and Gods." This is probably the last 
time I can send for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
as Iam now in my eighty-third year, but 

I do want to liv as long as I can. 
Henry BENDER. 


Carlisle is Dead to Reason. 
QuUAEFRTOWN, PA., Dec. 3, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I see by the papers that 
Secretary Carlisle has approved the de. 
sign for a five-dollar silver certificate 
illustrated with angels. I think the Letter- 
Writing Corps should get in their work 
on Secretary Carlisle at once. 
Very truly, D. C. WISMER. 


Is in a Hurry for Them. 
Wueeuina, W. Va., Dee. 4, 1894. 
Mn. Eprron: Find inclosed $7. Let Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER, ‘Four Hundred Years of 
Freethought,” and two copies of ‘‘ The 
Holy Bible,” by Colonel Ingersoll, come 
along quick. 
Wishing you much success, I remain, a 
stanch Freethinker, Lours ROESSLER. 


Substantial Thanks. 

TROUTDALF, OR., Nov. 29, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: As to-day is Thanksgiving, 
and as I don’t know of anyone to thank 
but you, for your noble work in the Free- 
thought cause, I therefore inclose $8 50 
for the following books: *‘ Four Hundred 
Years of Freethought,” two ‘Story 
Hours," one ‘‘ Right Living,” ** All About 

the Bible,” and ** Crimes of Preachers.” 

C. F. KouaTH. 


It Is a Demolisher. 
Inwaco, Wass., Deo. 3, 1894. 
Mr. Enrron: I hav just received Colonel 
Ingersoll’s latest lecture, ''The Bible.” 
The entire foundation of the Christian re- 
ligion has been demolished. The colonel 
shows as plainly as cau be that the clergy 
know no more about psychology and 
other worlds than they know about how or 
where Mrs. Eve got the needle and thread 
to make fig-leaf aprons.. J. A. SEEBER. 


Sowing the Seed. 

Orrawa, O., Dee. 5. 1894. 
Mr. Epīiror: Please find within $6. 
Renew my subscription for two years and 
send me eight copies of Paine’s ‘‘ Age of 
Reason.” I will distribute the same where 
I think they will bring forth fruitin due 
season. We are the most priest-ridden 
county in the state, equal to Russia or 
Spain, excepting the thumbscrews. See 

Putnam county in your prospectus, 
C. E. BEARDSLEY, 


A Crime and No Crime. 
Snonomise, Wasa., Dee. 1, 1894. 
Mr. Epiror: If two men pull their guns 
and Commence shooting at each other, it 
is a high crime. But if we organize in 
large armies and kill by the thousand it is 
no crime, and the victorious party is 
treated with distinguished consideration. 


` If aman should copy a verse in a certain 


book and send it through the mail to an- 
other person, it is & crime. But if he 
should send the whole book through the 
mail it is no crime, provided it carries the 
holy brand. J. S. Martin. 


A Cyclopedia of Freethought Achieve- 
ments. 
Niagara Faurs, N. Y., Deo. 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav a copy of '*Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought,” which I 
procured nearly a month ago. I hav at 
different times of late received over $60 


worth of Freethought literature published. 


by the Truth Seeker Company, but **Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought” 18 the 
greatest book of all It isa -ble 


cyclopedia of Freethought achievements, 
and is worth its weight in gold. 
Very truly yours, J. W. Hopaz. 


A Good Missionary. 

ORANGEVILLE, PA., Nov. 26, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $2, for which 
send eight copies ‘‘ Age of Reason,” and 
one each of Ingersoll's latest works, ‘‘ The 
Holy Bible," ‘‘Shakspere,” ‘* Lincoln,” 
and ‘‘Ig Suicide a Sin?" I had a half- 
dozen ‘‘Age of Reason,” and I got my Chris- 
tian neighbors to read them till I can’t find 
them any more. There are several Free- 
thinkers now in this neighborhood, though 
but few are out-spoken, and they are widely 
scattered. They talk of getting J. E. 
Remsburg, if they can, to giv a lecture or 

two. M. S. Haxvnunsr. 


1s Thankful for a Roast. 
Kent, O., Dec. 5, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Right glad amI that you so 
cleverly roasted the narrow-viewed Inter- 
Ocean for its unwarranted attack on the 
Press Club of Chicago. I hav mailed it a 
copy of THe Trourn Serxer containing 
your exposure of its meanness; hav also 
ceased allowing the Inéer-Ocean to come 
into my family, since I do not* want to 
contribute in any way to making secta- 
rians to divide humanity into hostil 
camps only to squabble about the un- 


known rather than to learn and obey 


natural law. Yours for exposing Chris- 
tian superstition, Marros HEIGHTON. 


A Mistake ns to Fact. 
Wasumeron, D. C., Dec. 5, 1894. 

Mr. Eprros: Please send ** Bible Tem- 
perance" and a catalog of publications. 

I hay a communication from the spirit 
of D. M. Bennett. He says he has not 
changed his opinions any in regard to the 
holy Bible or the divinity of Jesus Christ 
since he left us, but that he has learned 
that he was entirely mistaken in regard to 
a future life, and he is happy and well 
satisfied with his work on earth. 

Hiram F. Hover, 

[The trouble with the communication of 
Mr. Bennett is, the medium did not know 
that Mr. Bennett was a Spiritualist while 
living, and that if he has changed his 
mind he must now disbelieve that he is 
living as a spirit.—Ep. T. S.] 


For Stirring. Up Purposes, 
WoopBUunN, Ia., Dec. 6, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1.50, 
for which send me the following books: 
** Answers to Christian Questions," ** Was 
Christ Crucified?” ‘‘ Bible Morals,” 
**Orimes of Preachers,” ‘‘ Resurrection 
of Jesus.” ‘‘Thumbscrew and Rack,” and 
** Self-Contradictions of the Bible.” 

I hay just finished reading ‘‘ Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought.” It isa great 
and grand work. Brother Putnam should 
hav the praise of every Freethinker in 
America. 

There are not many outspoken. Free- 
thinkers here, but several who are too 
timid to let their views be known to the 
public. 

I think a little Freethought literature 
dropped in their homes would do a good 
work. E. H. Horton, 


Sunday Meddlers at Work, 
Norra BarriwonE, O., Dec. 4, 1894. 
Mr. Epitor: Please find inclosed $2, 
for which send me one dollar’s worth of 
Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason,” and for the 
other dollar send me the best you hav for 
distribution on the Sunday question, 
The preachers hav gone through the town 
and notified all to close business on Sun- 
day and threatened to boycott and prose- 
cute those who do not obey. The major- 
ity of the people here are Liberal and it 
has stirred them up, so. it will be for the 
interest of Freethought, The reverend 
gentlemen say as they go around that they 
do not want any controversy on the subject. 

S. M. Bowzr. 

[Of eourse the Sabbatarians want no 
controversy—it is not recorded in the his- 
tory of the world that a tyrant ever 
wanted to argue the merits of the case 
with his victim; it is precisely to prevent 
argument that the despot enacts repressiv 
laws; to his mind there is more sound 
logie ina club than ia all the reasoning 
that has been done from the beginning of 
human life to the present moment, The 


despot or would-be despot is sure that 
the imprisonment, disfranchisement, or 
banishment of his opponent will answer 
for all time the objections made by that 
opponent. Down with the Sunday laws. 
Ep. T. 8.] 


How She Shames the Thoughtless Youth. 
` FonzsrvipLE, N. Y., Deo. 5, 1894. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $7, for which 
send **Four Hundred Years of Free- 
thought," ** About the Holy Bible,” 
**'Thumbserew and Rack," and ‘‘ Age of 
Reason.” I would like to giv you a little 
description of the town in which I liv, 
but am getting almost too old to write 
much, being nearly eighty-four years of 
age, but will say there are eight hundred 
inhabitants and five churches snd not an 


outspoken Liberal but myself so far as I. 


know. . 

I sent a copy of Taz TRUTH SEEKER to 
our local editor, and I inclose the com- 
ment he made on it: 

Tau Truru SEEKER is the name of & 
New York publication which makes money 
by pandering to the tastes of those who 
criticise and disbelieve the teachings of 
the Bible. A copy of it has been sent to 
this office by one of our lady subscribers, 
and from a perusal of it we conclude its 
editor will never find the ‘‘ truth” as it is 
held by the majority of our intelligent and 
best people. 

I wish to say to Brother George E. 
Macdonald that ** Observations ” are right 
to the point every time. This from your 
friend and well-wisher, 

Mrs. J. W. BENNETT. 

[This givs us the occasion to remark 
that the respect the average country ed- 
itor has for the beliefs of ‘‘ our intelligent 
and best citizens" is induced by a healthy 
appreciation of the numerical fact that 
they do constitute **the majority." That 
is why they are, in his sight, the most in- 
telligent and the best. —Ep. T. S.] 


Unanswered Prayers. 
Eaarg, NEB., Nov. 28. 294. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $1.75 
for Tue TRUTH SEEKER and Ingersoll’s 
** All About the Holy Bible." This is all 
I can send at present, as times are very 
hard. The Christian God saw fit to send 
us hot winds and drouth last summer, 
thereby causing untold misery this winter. 
This has beeu the worst failure our state 
ever had. The corn crop was nearly a 
total failure, and still people are foolish 
enough to pray and trust in such a good- 
for-nothing God. 

There will be great suffering this winter, 
and if it was not for weak and frail men 
starvation would stalk through our land. 
God will do nothing, so it is left for man 
alone to alleviate the suffering of the un- 
fortunate. During the drouth there 
were at work the rainmaker with dynamite 
to halt the clouds and the preacher with 
his prayer-meeting to appease the wrath of 
God, but they all were miserable failures. 
I asked a good Christian why their pray- 
ers were not answered and he said that 
those were things of nature which we 
could not regulate. If a good rain had 
followed their prayers and saved the crop, 
I venture to say that this Christian would 
hav said it was all God’s doing. 

These sky-pilots are a stumbling block 
in the way of progress. We hav one old 
crank here who tells his young sheep not 
to associate with doubters and unbelievers, 
as it is very dangerous to the welfare of 
their souls (of the preachers’ pocket-books 
he means). He is s Lutheran minister, 
and while officiating at the funeral of a 
neighbor’s boy which I attended, he had 
to attack the public schools from the 
pulpit—ssid they were godless schools, 
schools of the devil. 

Yours fof free speech and free thought, 

O. R. BogsEWETTER. 


Inter Alia. 
Gray, N. M., Dec. 7, 1894. 
Mr. Eprron: How limited and finite are 
the many theories (logical ones, too) essay- 
ing to explain the freaks indulged in by 
Mother Universe so long ago, and, too, 
guided by an eye, as scientific as pro- 
phetic, depict an atlas whereon is thrown 
8 panorama as abstract as the future itself. 
However, rational theory is the only 
means of acquainting ourselvs with what 
might be called anything, for without 
theory we are without thought, and with- 


Reason,” 


out thought, not susceptible of any under- 
standing whatsoever, and, if you please, 
not eligible to the acquaintance of even an 
iota. 

Among the logical theoriés referred to 
we make special mention of chemistry and: 
geology. These we consider the superior 
pair of philosophic keys that yet may 
unlock to a great demonstration the ques- 
tion of the past and future. : 

Religion, a8 we now see it every day, is. 
entirely too weak and absurd to be admit- 
ted by any thinking mind for farther con- 
sideration than the Indian ghost dance 
of a short time ago. These things were 
born of a like or similar source and cannot 
be fostered by others than the ignorant. . 

And should we admit the validity of re- 
ligion or the ghost dance, what is it at 
best? Would not Abraham’s bosom and 
the environments of the ‘‘great white 
throne ” soon wear to the meanest monot- 
ony? Christian, would not the crown you 
speak of be a burden to bear? Now, to be 
** honest Injun," would not you prefer a 
nice Mexican sombrero? Itis much more 
desirable!"  ' 

That there is no individual being ruling 
the universe; that time, space, and matter 
make up the whole; that life is, nothing 
more than nature’s fungus, sre postulates 
too plain to question. E 

Time exists and defies any god; space 
occupies regardless of all things, and mat- 
ter pervades time and space, forever and 
forever. 

What business can a god play at among 
these independent elements? 

S. T. Gray. 


Don’t Know Their Own Platform. 
Sourn Benp, Wasu., Deo. 10, 1894, 

Mr. Eprron: I am way behind with my 
subscription this time, but nevertheless I 
hav been hard at work all the time for 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 

I hav now got you a club of four new 
subscribers at last, but I hav never. had 
such a time in my life as to get the fourth 
subscriber. I hav had three a long time, 
but the trouble commenced in getting the 
fourth. But you may not think it strange 
at all, when we take into consideration 
the fact that we hav seven churches in our 
place, 8 town of about two hundred voters. 
Well, sir, we hav church sociables for 
breakfast, church sociables for dinner, 
and church sociables for supper, in this 
place, and it is a fact that it is an impossi- 
bility to hav any amusement at all, unless 
it is for the benefit of some church. The 
Women's Christian Temperance Union is : 
also having quite a boom at the present 
time. I don’t know their exact number, 
but judging from the noise they make 
they must be numerous; but I hav been 
told as a fact that few of them hav ever 
read or known anything about their plat- 
form. They hav been after me several 
times to join them, but I hav told them 
that I know too much about their plat- 
form; that it is too narrow for me, and 
that I feel better at home in Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER family. : 

I think I am the only one in this 
place that has been taking Taz fRuTH 
Szzxer heretofore; but from now on, our 
fnmily will be five, and I hope it will bear 
its fruit in due time. 

We hav quite a number of what they call 
business men in our town, who profess to - 
be Liberals, but when I approach them 
for a subscription for Taz TRUTH Srexer 
they always find some excuse; the most 


common is that they cannot take it be- 


cause of their wives. Well, it seems a 
pity to me that men arə afraid to let their 
wives read common-sense Beeretures but 
such is prejudice. 

I must bring this to a close with a happy 
New Year to Tue TRUTH SHEKER family; 
and with the best wishes to Tue TRUTH 
Seexer and Mr. Heston, I remain, yours 
for truth and liberty, HENRY ELLISON. 

In a Contented Frame of Mind. 
ALEDO, Tex., Nov. 1, 1894. . 

Mr. Eprror: I send $10—seven of it is 
to pay for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and ‘‘ Four 
Hundred Years of Freethought ” and four 
copies of the ** Age of Reason,” to be sent 
to Mr. J. K. P. Brown. The remainder 
is for the same old ship that I hav been 
sailing in for several years, Taz TRUTH 
SeexEr, and four copies of the ** Age of 
I hay three friends that I want 
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to save, and I think that they are worth sav- 
ing; and I also hay their promis that they 
will réad the-“‘ Age of Reason” carefully. 
So you see that is all I can ask for. I feel 
sure that it will knock more superstition 
out of them in a short time than the 
preacher can talk into. them in a 
whole year, for the preacher doesn’t talk 
common sense or use reason, but talks 
nonsense and tries to scare, and does ! 
scare, a great many by picturing to them " 
the wrath of God and opening the gates 
of. hell, and. letting them hav an imagi- 
nary peep at the fiery furnace, and maybe 
telling them while they are looking that 
their old grandma or some other near 
relativ is surely there, because she did not 
believe the apple story, the rib story, or 
-some other: foolish story equally as ab-. 
surd, with which their old scrap-book is 
crowded. i 

I asked a preacher a question once, and 
this is the way he answered it: ‘I don't 
propose to waste my shot. on dead ducks.” 
I did not know until then that I was a 
duck at all, and don’t know it yet. But 
there is one thing that I do know, and 
that is, I hav never been ducked by a gos- 
pel pounder yet, and am not likely to be; 
don’t think that it would do any good, 
unless he used a cake of soap and a good 
coarse towel, which he would not be likely 
to do, as there would be some work about 
that, a thing which the most of them don't 
like very well. Sometimes I think that if 
there is a God, and he uses any.class of 
men for spokesmen, it must be such men 
as Paine, Ingersoll, Putnam, Remsbureg, 
and other men of that type, men who tell 
the people that they must save themaelvs 
and not pay for prayers by holy drones 
who cannot show one instance where they 
ever had a prayer answered or show a 
receipt for any soul they ever saved. 
Well, as L am not much of a church-goer, 
and think that Christianity as it is taught 
is a holy humbug, I may be one of Satan's 
boys; if I am, it doesn't bother me any. 
Take the Bible for it, he is a pretty good 
old chap, and as sharp as a tack, and he 
and our dear old mother Eve are the 
whole sourees of our knowledge. Hoping 
that Tan TRUTH SEEKER lamp may hold 
‘out to burn and shine brighter and 
brighter, J. C. MILER. 


S, P, Putnani's Works: Wis Great Book. 

. ConuwsUs, Kan., Deo. 9, 1894. 
| Mr. EprroR: My conditions are such 
that I hav read only part of ** Four Hun- 
dred Years of Freethought.” As I am 
struggling to liv and life is uncertain I 
hasten to giv my opinion as far as my few 
feeble words can. Being a born lover 
and seeker of truth and having for seventy 
years, with insatiable love of knowledge, 
read a vast amount of literature in search - 
of truth, I am, I think, somewhat quali- 
fied to appreciate Putnam and his work. 
His writings for the past fifteen years or 
more hav been to me an inexpressibly 
great mental feast. His poetical prose 
and his poetry are always full of literary 
gems—far more:important to me, they are 
gems of truth; gems of nature; gems of 
realities; gems ‘‘ that will glitter on the 
forefinger of all time " to emancipate, ele- 
vate, save, and bless humanity. S. P. 
Putnam jis (to me) to our present mental 
revolution what his namesake, General 
Putnam (whose ‘history I know), was to 
the great Revolution that preceded our 
American liberty, so called, but practi- 
cally to a.great extent a misnomer com- 
pared to my ideal of liberty. 

Yes, I glory in what S, P. Putnam has 
done and is doing for truth and humanity, 
I am proud and elated that he has, or 
seems to hav, a working and thinking 

. organism so full of exhaustless (?) life and 
energy, from sole to crown, to inspire 
and awaken the ignorant, stupid, and apa- 
thetic; to penetrate and explore, and 
spread the light in new fields from North 
to South and East to West (this also ap- 
plies to John Remsburg) to pioneer the 
way as I did in my way long ago. 

Oh, that.we had a thousand or even a 
hundred Putnams in the field (Remsburgs 
too) to '*earry the war into Africa”; to 
defeat and rout godism and priestersft; to 
“put to flight those silly superstitions 
with which tyrants hav enthralled man's 
reason and liberty." Then would old 
Error flee from his victims as ghosts 


troop home to graveyards at the approach 
of sunlight. Yes, ‘Four Hundred Years 
of Freethought” is a great book in mate- 
rial, size, weight, and mechanical finish; 
but far greater in its immeasurable worth 
to spread the truth. 

A Methodist lady is reading one of the 
two sent me, and I intend to lend it to all 
orthodox people who will read it, as I hav 
ever been doing with all my books and 
papers. The price is only $5; it is worth 
$500—money cannot measure its value. 
The proem is worth $5; the introduction 
is priceless, so much saving, basic truth 
‘in a nutshell,” so well expressed. 

Reader, if you hav not read the book, 
go without something for your back and 
stomach that you may feed your mind. I 
must stop. J. H. Coox. 

The Fruits of Priesteraft. 


ViNELAND, N. J., Deo. 6, 1894. 
Mz. Eprror: The papers tell us that 


there are a hundred and eleven thousand. 


‘priests and clergymen in this country. 
Instead of making the people brothers 
and sisters, all working together in love 


‘for the general good, they hav got them 


divided into a hundred and forty-four dif- 
ferent sects, each sect hating all the others. 
And this is all dcne by preaching from the 
same man-made Bible about its man-made 
God, the object of each priest or clergy- 
man being to fill his own purse and liv at 
ease, 
The priests are impostors, 
Their trade is a fraud; 
They teach that the Bible 
Came from s wise God; 
But it proves him a being 
... Of vengeance and wrath, 
Dispensing injustice 
Throughout his whole path. 


The priests start revivals 
That are but a fraud— 
Mere animal passion 
And not from a god; 
They frighten the weak ones 
`. By preaching of hell 
And soon hav them dupes 
` To.their noisy old bell. 


But the converts when made 
Are worse than before, 

For they think they are saved 
And they *'go it" the more. 

Chnrehmen in trading 
Will cheat and will lie, 

To build a grand church 
Pointing up to the sky. 


And their church frolics, festivals, 
Feasts, fairs, and fun, 
Intelligent heathen 
Would carefully shun; 
Church-women start 
A brisk temperance hum, 
But still hug.the Bible 
That bids men drink rum, 


Building up with one hand 
What the other pulls down— 
Too blind to observe 
That no progress comes round. 
Church girls sell kisses, 
A quarter apiece, 
To help raise the wherewith 
To pamper the priest. 
And some when they get it 
Are so awfully glad 
They whack the old Bible 
As though they were mad; 
I hav seen the leaves fall 
From the pulpit to floor, 
And wished they would whack 
Till there was not one more, 
For the sooner that book 
Is out of their sight, 
The sooner the people 
Will learn to do right. 
J. HACKER. 


Variation of the Magnetic Needle. 
Locusr Corner, O., Dec. 9, 1894. 

Mr. Eprror: In your issue of Sept. 29th 
last, there appeared a letter from J. B. 
Johnson, of Chattaroy, Wash., containing 
Some questions concerning the probable 
cause of the variation of the magnetic 
needle. 

I, too, hav been much interested in this 
subject and can but regret that Mr. John- 
son’s letter did not bring out the informa- 
tion he desired. 

I wish to advance a few ideas, which, I 
hope, may provoke some criticism, if noth- 
ing more. : 

All the variations of the needle will no 
doubt be due mainly to magnetism of the 
earth itself, though affected slightly, per- 
haps, by the magnetic influence of other 
planets, especially by Venus and Jupiter. 

` Professer-Norton, author of a number 
of scientific publications, has undertaken 


to show that the earth derives its magnet- 
ism from the Collision of the molecules of 
its revolving and rotating mass with the 
ether of space. This, if true, will partly 
explain the variations; at any rate, it will 
serve as & basis for some further ideas. 

The professor furnishes much evidence 
in the known properties of magnetism to 
sustain his theory, which, in the absence 
of inconsistent or controverting facts, may 
be accepted for the present as a basis for 
the writer’s theories, 

It is evident that the equatorial regions 
encounter greater friction with the ethereal 
medium than the poles because of the 
greater motion of the former. 

It is equally evident that the side of the 
earth which is opposit the sun at any 
instant meets greater friction than the 
side next to the sun, and for the same rea- 
son. Owing to the inclination of the 
earth’s axis, the poles are alternately pre- 
sented to the sun in the solstices, and at 
right angles in the equinoxes; thus the 
relativ inclination of the earth’s axis to the 
sun performs a complete revolution each 


year, which must cause a corresponding. 


variation in the ethereal friction in the 
different parts of its mass. This may in 
& measure account for the departure of the 
magnetic from the geographical pole, 
which departure, in the absence of rotation 
and other influences, would seek a point 
of equilibrium at.about twenty-three and 
one-half degrees. But the rotation would 
natural counteract this tendency and 
drive the magnetic pole to & point nearer 
the geographical pole, where the two 
opposing influences would balance. 
A magnetic center reached in the man- 
;ner here supposed would be permanent 
unless disturbed by outside influences. . 
Of these there: are possibly two: 1. The 
precession of the equinoxes causes a slight 
but constant variation in the annual revo- 
lution. 2. The varying positions of Venus, 


Mars, and Jupiter, both in their distances 


and the inelination of their poles to or 
from the corresponding poles of the earth, 
must resultin complicated and ever-chang- 
ing effects upon the magnetism of our 
planet. 


Magnetic variation is here ‘‘ explained ” 


by theories based upon a theory based 
upon facts, and if errors in reasoning are 
visible to any truth seekers, they will 
oblige the writer, and no doubt Mr. John- 
son, by pointing out the same. 
Caas. O. Hays. 
' Is Life Eternal? 
Dec. 7, 1894. 


Mr. Eprron: The day was when I would 


hav given much, hav giveu life itself, to 
hav answered the above query in the 


affirmativ; but now, since the goblet of 
life appears less sweet, since experience 


has shown the lees in the cup, and since 
our greatest joys are found, when grasped, 


to be but bubbles, I, wavering, pause on 


the dizzy hights of the granit cliffs whose 
bases are washed by the murky waves of 
death’s dark river—wavering, pause and 
ask, If there bea life beyond the seething 


-] flood, were it worth the living? 


The flower blooms to wither and decay; 
fruit ripens to fall and rot; man grows old 
to die; and then the flower, the fruit, the 
man are dead. And, may I ask, does 
death end all? 2 

The Spiritualist says, '* No; there is an- 
other life beyond the cares of this; beyond 
the surge of time; beyond the festering 
pit, where souls immortal while eternity 
away basking in the rays of an eternal 
sun on the flower-strewn banks of & celes- 
tial stream, where sorrow is unknown and 
pain is never felt? The Materialist says, 
‘Yes; there is no beyond. ‘As the tree 
falleth so shall it lie.’ Death is tho end; 
then comes the corroding worm, the loath- 
some pit, the dreamless sleep, and eternal 
oblivion." Then, again, comes the. Ag- 
nostic with ‘‘I don’t know.” In truth we 
are all Agnostics, for we don’t know. We 


may think we know, we may hope we 


know, but we don’t know. 

I am a Spiritualist—a medium. I hav 
seen some manifestations; yet I cannot 
say I know, nor can I say I hope. 

Those who profess to know the most 
about that life on the shoreless deep tell 
us that life there is an eternal progression. 
Then there must be there, as here, a per- 
petual struggle for existence, an eternal 
jostling, jolting, striving to excel, to sur- 


pass, to overcome, the spirits by which we 
are there surrounded. They say that this 
is to be preferred, as eternal.rest would be 
eternal stagnation. 


To the young, in the activ heat of strife, 


when laurels are seen within their very 
grasp and victory, with her rainbow-tinted 
banner, ever waves them on, peace and 
rest may seem stagnation; but to the old, 
aweary with the toil and strife, sorrow- 
laden, 
whose souls the grim phantoms of despair : 
hold revel, the quiet found in a dreamless 
sleep, in a nameless grave, seems a boon 
greatly to be desired. If there bea future 
life, whose environments must be guessed 
by what we learn in this; if it be but the 


tear - stained, heart-broken, in 


continustion of this, then I would sleep 
the quiet sleep of endless forgetfulness, 
and instead of playing upon the harp of a 
thousand strings I would. play upon the 
stringless harp of eternal silence; and I 
would pray in the last throes of expiring 
nature, as the death damp bedewed my 
brow; ere the eye had glazed, the pulse 
had ceased to throb; whilst yet the tongue 
the power had to lisp—I would pray: ‘'O 
God—if God there be—grant that death 
may be my end, and raise me not up to & 
life of endless toil and pain, but let me 
sleep, sweetly sleep, the quiet sleep of 
non-existence through all eternity.” 

It is sweet perhaps when death steals 
from us our kind, fond parents, who hav 
battled with the cares of life to make ours 
less hard, to think, There isa future where 
we can meet that father and that mother, 
and tell them how much we loved them, 
how much we missed them when they 
were taken away. Bat it is a selfish 
thought. They were aweary, aweary with 
toil, aweary of life, longed for rest; yet 
we, who claim to love them, would cause 
them to rise from their peaceful sleep to 
liva life of which we know nothing and 
can hope but little; a life of toil more 
wearisome perhaps than this; a life to last 
as long as endless God exists, for the self- 
ish pleasure it might giv us to tell them of 
our love. Itis here that man’s unwonted 
selfishness looms forth in all its horrid 
hideousness—at the graves of those we 
love. .We would not giv them up to the 
destroyer worm, and so we raise them to 
a life more 881, more drear, more dam- 
nable than this. 

Or, when death eame among your 
flowers and took away little Alice, took 
that one cherished rose, how the tears 
chased themselvs adown your ashen cheek; 
you felt the clasp of that little fevered 
hand grow weak; you saw those pretty 
blue eyes, which had seemed for days to 
wear a heavenly light, put on a lusterless 
film; you felt, as you held her little form 
against your anxious bosom, a spasmodic 
qniver of limbs and trunk and knew that 
all was over, and as you laid her little 
wasted form upon its couch and left her 
little body to the sacrilegious care of 
stranger hands, you felt that if the power 
were yours you would call her back; but 
as this power you lacked you built for her 
another life in the many-mansioned hea- 
ven, and then ’twere sweet perhaps to 
think you would some day meet again 
your little Alice to tall her how much she 
had been to you—how dear, how sweet, 
how loved. But that too was a selfish 
thought. You hav raised her to a life— 
you know not of what; you hav raised her 
to liv yoa know not how—you know not 
where. She missed a few roses, but many 
thorns;*some sunshine, but more shadow. 
We who hav lived and not in vain hav 
learned that in this life, though there ba 
flowers and gilt, glitter and gold, yet 
there are many more thorns than roses, 
more clouds aud shadows and shade than 
sunshine. 

They tell us that heaven is built alone 
on desire. We wish for it, therefere we 
believe in it. It may be so, with some, 
perhaps with many, but as for me, though 
I believe in a future life, yet I know not 
if itis desirable. As I said before, if it be 
but a continuation of this life, then giv me 
instead the tuneless harp of endless silence, 
and with it folded to my breast let me lie 
down to that sweet peace found alone in & 
dreamless sleep, an endless sleep, a sleep 


that feels no awaking. Would I liv an- 


other life like this? No, no, no. If the 


power were mine to wil I would not 
choose another life, nor had Tia the past 
chosen this. 


James Pog CRYDER.' 
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@hildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 


River, Mass., to whom all Communica- 
tiona for this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day's occnpations , 
That is known as the Children’s Honr.” 


A Gentleman. 


I knew him for a gentleman 
By signs that never fail. 

His coat was rongh and rather worn, 
His cheeks were thin and pale— 

A lad who had his way to make, 
With little time for play— 

I knew him for a gentleman 
By certain signs to-day. 

He met his mother on the street, 
Off came his Jittle cap. 

My door was shnt—he waited there 
Until I heard his rap. 

He took the bundle from my hand, 
And when I dropped my pen, 

He sprang to pick it np for me, 
This gentleman of ten. 

He does not push and crowd along, 
His voice is gently pitched; 

He does not fling his books abont 
As if he were bewitched; 

He stands aside to let yon pass; 
He always shuts the door; 

He ruvs on errands willingly, 
To forge and mill and store. 


He thinks of yon before himself, 
He serves yon if he can; 
For in whatever company 
The manners make the man, 
At ten or forty 'tis the same, 
The manner tells the tale, 
And I discern the gentleman 
By signs that never fail. 
—Margaret E. Sangster. 
M fbÓ——————————— 


A Gallant Rescue. 


Here is & very charming cat and dog 
story, for the truth and accuracy of which 
the proud inhabitants of the Swiss village 
where it occurred quite recently are, one 
and all, ready to vouch. 

A troublesome cat in the village had 
been doomed to a watery death, and the 
children of the owner had been told off to 
take it in a sack to the river Aar and there 
to drown it. The house dog accompanied 

` the party to the execution, which was car- 

ried out according to parental instructions, 
But, much to the surprise of the inmates, 
a short time after the cat and dog, both 
soaking wet, reappeared together at their 
owner's door. 

This is what had happened: The dog, on 
seeing that the sack containing the cat was 
thrown into the river, jumped after it, 
seized it with his teeth, dragged it to the 
bank, tore it open and restored his friend 
the eat tolife and liberty. It goes with- 
out saying that the death warrant of the 
cat was destroyed after this marvelous 
escapade, — London Million. 

<p 
Jimmieboy’s Letter to Santa Claus. 


Dear Santa Claus, if you could bring 
A patent doll to dance and sing, 

A five-pound box of caramels, 

A set of reins with silver bells; 


An elephant that roars and walks, 

A Brownie doll that laughs and talks, 
A humming-top that I can spin, 

A desk to keep my treasures in; 


A boat or two that I can sail, 

A dog to bark and wag his tail, 
A pair of little bantam chicks, 
A chest of tools, a box of tricks; 


A scarlet suit of soldier togs, 

A spear and net for catching frogs, 
A bicycle and silver watch, 

A pound or two of butter scotch; 


A small toy farm with lots of trees, 
A gun to load with beans and peas, 
An organ and a music box, 

A double set of building blocks— 


Tf you will bring me these, I say. 

Before the coming Christmas day, 

T sort of think, perhaps, that I'd 

Be pretty nearly satisfied. 
—JHarper's Young People. 


— ro 


Christmas in the Backwoods. 

** Well, my good man, going to hav a 
Christmas tree this year?” 

** Yes; done got it.” 

“Indeed!” 

That’s what!” 

** Where is it?” 

** Hit's down thar in the swamp, an’ ef 
the dogs don't tell no lies, thar’s a 'possum 
up it." 


What Boys Should Know. 


Six things & boy ought to know: 

That & quiet voice, courtesy, and kind 
acts are asessential to the part in the world 
of a gentleman as a gentlewoman. = 

That roughness, blustering, and even 
foolhardiness are not manliness. The most 
firm and courageous men hav usually been 
the most gen'le. 

That muscular strength is not health. 

That a brain crammed only with facts is 
not necessarily & wise one. 

That the labor impossible to the boy of 
fourteen will be easy to the man of twenty. 

The best capital for a boy is not money, 
but love of work, simple tastes, and a heart 
loyal to his friends. 

—if— 
Looking Up. 

Dick: “I wish we had a great big dic- 
tionary.” 

- Tom: ** Do you want to look for some- 
thing?” 

** Dick: ‘‘Yep; the preserved cherries 
grandma put up on the shelf, that I can’t 
‘reach standing on a chair.” 

IMEEM MM. 
Teaehing His Teacher. 

Jack: ‘‘Miss Sharppin, tell me how 
many peas are there in a pint?” 

Teacher: ‘‘ How can I tell, you foolish 
boy?” . 

Jack: '*Well, I can. There's always 
one ‘P’ in a pint, yah!” 

E 


Correspondence. 


MoPuerson, Kax., Nov. 29, 1894. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I take pleasure in 
writing to the Children’s Corner. My little 
sister Susie is just taking her first steps. 
I hav a little brother by the name of In- 
gersoll Stanley; he is three years old. I 
hav a little cousin three years old, and he 
has no name yet. Let us try to find him 
one. I forgot to tell you we liv in the 
country five miles from McPherson. 
Mamma said, “If Miss Wixon would see 
little Susie she would not think her very 
sweet, her face all smeared up with apple- 
butter." Iam twelve years old and go to 

school. Yours, Caner S. Kusin. 


P.S.—I would like some boys and girls 
to write to me, and I will gladly answer. 

[Little Susie'sapple-buttered face is just 
as sweet, and sweeter, if anything. Now, 
who will suggest a name for the dear little 
three-year’s-old boy? Surely he ought to 
hav a name by this time.—Ep. C. O.] 


ANDOVER, KAN., Nov. 22, 1894. 

Drar Miss WixoN AND FRIENDS OF 
THE TRUTH SEKKER: I presume that all of 
you hav forgotten me, but I hav not you. 
I am away from home at school, and do 
not see Tor TRUTH SEEKER very often, 
88 the place where I am staying is of 
that turn of mind that dates back to 
the time of David (only they do not like 
dancing). My teacher quotes scripture in 
school a great many times, but we Infidel 
pupils hav to hold our tongues. One 
day he explained the. six days and six 
nights to the school. He said that the 
days and nights, as used in the Bible, 
meant long periods of time. He was 
clear of saying anything about the morn- 
ing and evening, as does the Bible. Of 
course Olark Braden made that plain to 
him, for he is my teacher’s idol. He also 
said that David was a man after God's own 
heart until he became bad. He did not 
tell us whose heart he was after then. My 
opinion is he was after human hearts. 

I am secretary of the Social Science 
Union st present. We hav done nothing 
very wonderful as yet, but we are progres- 
sing rapidly. It is still in its infancy. 
Many of its members are young people, 
and are very busy in school. We are go- 
ing to giv a dance Thanksgiving eve at the 
G A. R. hall, Andover. I think it will be 
a success. I will close with good wishes 
for all of my Liberal friends, and success 
to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

Yours for truth and justice, 
Lorre Wore. 


[It is too bad that your teacher does not 
know that his business is to teach and ex- 
plain secular subjects, and not the scrip- 


tures. Schooltime is too precious to waste 
in that way.—Ep. C, O.] 


[EXTRAOT FROM A LETTER. ] 
Sour BUTLER, N. Y., Dec. 20, 1894. 

Dear Miss Wixon: 1 hav been reading 
your book, '' Right Living," and find it 
very interesting. Hav also loaned it toa 
number of my pious friends, and they 
concur in my judgment. I wish more 
such books could be read by the masses. 
We might then hope for greater progress 
in this poor world. Your book is a prac- 
tical one. That, in my judgment, is the 
very best way to light the dark places in 


this world, and drive from the mind of 
the human race the illusion regarding God 
and helland the old ideas that hav so long 
held the mind of human-kind in bondage. 
When I think of the injustice practiced on 
those who are unable to discern it, I 
almost lose faith in the fidelity of human- 
kind. I am somewhat of an optimist, after 
all, and believe, with Tennyson, ‘‘ that 
good shall fall at last—far off—at last, to 
all—and every winter change to spring.” 
But I do not believe that what_is called 
God is going to bring it about. Humanity 
will make all the changes that are ever 
made. What people call God is simply 
a myth, nothing more or less. And every 
intelligent man and woman is aware of 
that fact to-day. 

Like Ingersoll, ‘‘About the phantoms 
called gods and their impossible hells, I 
I hav no care, no fear.” f 

I hope you will hav a good sale for 
“ Right Living.” The merits of the book 
deserve it. 

Feeling interested in vour welfare, be- 
cause I believe you a benefactor, I sin- 
cerely wish you a great degree of success. 
Yours sincerely, O. Newron WHEELER. 


[Thank you, dear friend, for kind ap- 
preciation of our efforts.—Ep. O. O.] 


Truth Seeker Readers ! 


Liberal Hymn Book? 


Do yonr children learn these beantiful songs of 
Tennyson. Whittier. Longfellow, and other roets, 
and sing them in your homes, making them hap. 
py and bright ?—SEND FOR a copy,—Green cloth, 
gilt title, 40 cents; half bound, 25 cents. 


Darwin and After Darwin. 


An Exposition of the Darwinian Theory. 
By Gzorce J. ROMANES, 


A systematic Exposition of what may be termed 
the Darwinism of Darwin, and intended to be of 
service to the general reader rather than to pro- 

essed naturalists. ; 

Mr. Romanes is wel! known a8 one of the most 
interesting of English writers npon evolution, 
besides ranking with Professor Hnxley in scien- 
tific knowledge and ability. And this is a part of 
his conclusion regar:;:ng the great subject of 
Design, to which the church 80 often refers: 

.""Thns whether we look to the facts of adapta- 
tion or to those of beauty, everywhere throngh- 
‘out. organic nature we meet with abnndant 
evidence of natural causation, while nowhere do 
we meet with any independent evidence of 
‘upernatnral design. . „Adaptation and 
beauty are alike receiving their explanation at 
the hands of a purely mechanical philosophy. . . 
All natnre has thns been transtormed before the 
view of the present generationin a manner and 
to an extent that has never before been possible; 
and inasmnch as the change which has taken 
place has taken plave in the direction of natural- 
ism, and this to the extent of rendering the 
mechanical interpretation of nature universal, it 
is no wonder if the religious mind has suddenly 
awakened to a new and a terrible force in tha 
words of its traditional enemy—W here is now 
thy God? 7 

strated. . Price, cloth, $2. 
Address. ' THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Researches in Oriental History, 


EMBRACING THE 

Origin of the Jews, the Rise and Devel- 
opment of Zoroastrianism, and the 
Derivation of Christianity; 

to which is added, 

WHENCE OUR ARYAN ANCESTORS ? 
Bv GEORGE W, BROWN, M.D 
Fourth Edttton. 

Part I.—Researches in Jewish History; ten chap 


r8. ; 
Part II.—Researches in Zoroastrianism; thirteen 
. chapters. | 3 : 

Part IIlL—Derivation of Christianity; twenty 


chapters. 
Part IN: uence Came the Aryans? Five chap- 
ers. 


Elegantly bonnd in cloth, price, $1.50. 


Address all orders to THE TRUTH SEE 
COMPANY, 28 Lafayette Place, New York Ge R 


RELIGION NOT HISTORY. 


Examination of the Morals and History 
of the New Testament. 
By Pror. F. W. NEWMAN. Price 25 sents. 
Adrann TAFE TRUTH RERKER, 


SHALL THE BIBLE BE READ 
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 


Bv R. B, Westbrook, A.M. 
Third Thousand. 


A CRAND DISCOVERY ! 


ANTED.—A live man or woman in 
~ county where we have not already secured & 
resentative to sell our “Nevada Silver” 
SOLID METAL, Knives, Forks and Spoons to cone 
sumers; asolid metal whiteas silver; no plate to 
wear off; ‘oods guaranteed to wear a lifetime; cost 
about one-tenth thatof silver; the chance of a life- 
time; agents average from $50 to $100 per week, and 
meet with ready sales eve here, so great is the 
demand for our Solid Metal Goods. Over One Mil- 
lion Dol * worth in daily use. Case of samples 
Free. Address Standard Silverware 
Co., Dept. 29, Boston, Mass. 
C123 


MAGIC LANTERNS 


Pir PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS, s: 
profitable business Jor a man with a emali ca; * alse, 
Lanterns for "Home Amusement. 250 page Catalogue Ec 
MCALLISTER, iig Opticians, 49 Nassau St», N. Ys 


An Ounce of Prevention 


is cheaper than any quantity of onre. Don't give 
children narcotics or sedatives. They are nnnec- 
essary when the infant is properly nonrished, as 
it will be if bronght np on the Gail Borden Eagle 


Brand Condensed Milk. 
aio 


How’s This!  . " 
We offer One Hnndred Dollars Reward for any 


case of Catarrh taat cannot be cured by Hall's 
Catarrh Onre. m 
E. J. OHENEY & OO , Props . Toledo, O. 
We the nndersigned have known W. F. Oheney: 
for the last 15 vears. and believe him perfectly 
honorable in all business transactions and finan- 
cially able to carry ont any obligation made by- 
their firm. : 
West & Truax, Wholesale Druggists, T'oledo.O. 
WALDING, Kinnan & Marvin, Wholesale Drng- 
gists, Toledo. O. , . : . 
Halls Oatarrh Onre is taken internally. actin 
directly upon the blood and wncons surfaces o. 
the system. Price, 75c. per bottle. Sold by all 
Drnggists. Testimonials. j 


In the nature of things, 


SAYS 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, 


“In the nature of things there can be 
no evidence to establish the claim of 
inspiration.” Such is the text of the 
Colonel’s new lecture entitled 


All About the 
Holy Bible 


Just published in a large and hand- 
some pamphlet. Price 25 cents. Ad- 
dress The Truth Seeker Co.. New York. 


LINCOLN | 
This is Colonel Ixexzsorr's great 
lecture, printed in a handsome pam- 
phlet, and containing the Century’s 
famous portrait of Lincoln—said to 
be the best extant. Price, 25 cents. 


SHAKSPERE 


“An intellectual ocean, whose waves 
touched all the shores of thought.” 
A lecture by Inarrsoxz, with likeness 


of Shakspere from the Kesselstadt 


death mask. Price, 25 cents. 


The Bible: What Is It? A pamphlet con- : 
taining eight: chapters in refntation : 
mption that the Bible is a divine book o 
pure t ongbt, and correct in all its ntterances 
rice, 25 cents. 


Studies In Theology, A clear exposition 

t iblical story of man’s “creation, 

s ourse,” theologically denominated “ the fail.” 
Price, 10 cents. 2 

The Bible Against Itself, Containing 
one hundred and fifty plain self-contradictions 
of the Bible, involving qnestions of theology, 
morals, and history. Price, 10 cents. 


The Human Nature of Jesus. A refute. 

ti ft assnmption that he was .& n 

ean ana that he was the fulfillment of Old 
estament prophecies. Price, 10 cents. 


Liberalism. Treating the subject from a 
negative and affirmative standpoint, showing 
what it is not and what it pere Il 

THE UT 
Me Lafayette placo, Now York. 
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| PRESENTS :: FOR 


LPL UIS IN IIS AAR ARAAIAAAD 


THE :: HOLIDAYS. 


F^ Hundred Years of Freethought. From 


Columbus to Ingersoll, By Samuel P- 

. Putnam. 141 full-page half-tone por- 
traits of the most_eminent Freethinkers 
and philosophers. living and dead, of the 
past four hundred years. Large octavo 
1165 pages, gilt sides and back, marbled 
edges. Price, $5. 


Right Living. By Susau H. Wixon. Eth- 
ics as Understood by a Student of Science. 
“Right Living " is well bound in cloth 
and printed on good paper. Price, $1. 
n Unofficia! Patriot. A Historical Story 
-of the Civil War. By Helen H. Gardener. 
Oloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents. 
: Tue Freethinker's Pictorial Text-Book, in 


cloth, with gold lettering and side stamp, 
for $2.50. In plain boards, $2. 


` In selecting Holiday Presents for their friends, 
Liberals should remember that good books make 
lasting impressions, and Please as well every day 
i ibera! book in the right 
hands often changes the views of sev- 


in the year. 
eral persons. 
bound for 


all good books for the purpose : 


Photograph (Cabinet) of R. G. Ingersoll. 
50 cents. 


Apples of Gold, by Miss Susan H. Wixon 
Gilt stamp. $1.25. 


All !/n A Lifetime, by Miss Wixou. $1. 


|/ortaire s Romances, Profusely Illustrated. 
Half calf, $4; vellum cloth, $1.50. 

Darwin and After Darwin, By George J. 
Romanes. Silk cloth, gilt top, $2 

Tre Story Hour. An Exceptionally Hand- 


some and Interesting book, Without Su- 
perstition, for Children and Youth. The 

nly Freethinkers' Children's Story-book 
ever issued. 66 full-page illustrations and 
25 smaller; large type, heavy. toned paper, 


We have quite a number of books appropriatel 
oliday purchasers, and we will pac. 
them carefully so they can go any distance in the 
mail, or by prepaid express. The following are 


è broad margins, illustrated covers; 4to, 224 
Id Testament Stories Comically Illustrated pp., boards, $1. 
ES cloth, yith zold gttering, and side onway's Life of Paine. Two large, hand- 
` stamp, tor DU. n piain boards, . . 
j me volumes. The best and only com- 
Around the World, by D. M. Bennett, 4. Plete ne of Paine. Half calf, $10; in ^ 
i d : cloth, $5. X 
Mer s E Yn AA a elle ices arton's Life of Voltaire, Of which the 
, $1050. í same can, kp said ae ot Conways Life of ł 
he -World's Sages, Thinkers, and Reform- aine. SAE OMES OTOT HM OO SR 
T' ers. 1,078 pages. 8vo. Oloth, $3; oman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
leather, $4; morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. A oam Gage. Leather, $3; cloth, gilt top, 
‘The Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern ; ` TET iis 
T Times. Two volumes. Written in istory of Christianity, Comprising all that 
prison. In cloth, $3 per volume, or $5 for relates lp GPristianity eS re eens 
tho Ade rra ee ethers ec mange calf, $4; vellum cloth, $2. i 
[ngersoll's Prose Poems and Selections- Frerce and Matter. By Professor Ludvig 
From his Writings and Sayings. Silk Buohiner MeD. Half euh 0: valim 
cloth, $2.50; tree calf, $9. : Th ao f Life and Mind. By J. 
[rgersol! s Principal Works : Gods and Other D’ EROR kA S in at: ae v amog 
; Other Lect A . d y , : 
Rome 3 Mis kos of Togos, Interviews on Lessons From Mud ce we aan P ic the 
almage; What Must We Do to Be Baved? n, 3 
Blasphemy; Crimes Against Criminals. World ei Ar $1 e heodore: Parker 
1,141 pages. In one volume, half calf, $5. i d : 
Lift A Prose Poem. By R. G. Ingersoll Asleep ae M €: d aa i owl 
$ : . Mire aymon ussell. o side an 
In color, on boards, beveled, gilt edges, 50 beck stamp, @1. , 
cents. k " " 
; ; osmian Hymn Book. With music to all 
ithograph of R. Q. Ingersoll. 22x28: C the songs. Edited b 
" y L. K. Washburn. 
L inches, heavy plate paper, 50 cents ' Cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50. 2 
s@ For Other Books See the Advertisements, or Send to Us for a Free Catalogue. coq 
l Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 


Allare architects of fate N 
Working in these walls of time 
Some with massiv deed and great, 

Some with ornaments of rhyme. 


JINGLES OF 
HUMOR, 
SARCASM, 
AND FACT. 


TO : 
Tingle the Priest 
‘To WHICH ARE ADDED 


A Few Select Prose Pieces. 
Ey L. G. REED. 
Price, - - - -= - 15 cents. 


Address "HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. 98 Lafayette Pl., New York, 


L. K. Washburn’s Works, 


The False Teaching of the Christian 
Church. **'The Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Christian church are thirty-nine poor. 
broken-down opinions." Price, 10 cents., 

The Foolishness of Prayer. ‘* Think of 
a minister’s praying God to kill grasghop ers, 
or trying to induce the Deity to undertake a 
crusade of one against the Oolorado beetle!” 
Price, 10 cents. : 

. Religons Problems. Price, 10 cents. 

Was Jesns Insane? Price, 10 cents. 

The Pnblic Schools and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Lectures and Essays 


By ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
F : hi 
With Portrait and Biograph mom Sketch by 


Contents—Two Revelations. Man and the 
Lower Animals. Design and Natural Selection. 
Bible Horrors; or, True Blasphemy. Health, 
‘Wealth, and Hap inasa- Bible Saints and Ñin- 
ners.. p cloth, 50 cents 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

% Lafayette Place, New York. 


Antiquity 
Unveiled. 


s —0— 

Ancient Votces 
from the Spirtt 
Realm disolose the 
most Startling Rev- 
elations. 


Proving Christianity 
to be of 
Heathen Origin. 


{ILLUSTRATED.] 
Price, ---- 81.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


THE GIANT DELUSION, 


A Consideration of the Doctrine 
of Personal Immortality. 


By OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
A Paper read at the International Freethought 
Congress at Chicago, October 5, 1893. 


Price, 10 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


COSMIAN HYMN-BOOK. 
A COLLECTION OF 
ORIGINAL AND SELECTED HYMNS 
FOR 
Liberal and Ethical Societies, for Schools 
and the Home, 
—With Music Written to All the Songs.— 
.  Qourmzp BY L. K. WASHBUBN,  —— 
Price: $1.50, For sale st THIS OFFICE 


DIRECT LEGISLATION, 


By the Citizenship through the 
Initiative and Referendum, 


By J. W. SULLIVAN. 
Price, 35 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Travels in Faith. 


By CAPT. ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Being the story of his mental journey from 
orthodoxy to Rationalism. 


Price. paper. 25 cents: cloth. 75 cents. 


Colonel Kelso’s Works. 


? 
The Bible Analyzed, Cloth, octavo, 85: 


pages, $3. 
Deity Analyzed. Cloth, i2mo, $1.00. 


“he Real Blasphemers. Paper, 121,0. 
188 pages, hdc. 

Spiritualism Sustained. Cloth, 1*?mo 
‘5 pages, $1. ( 


Universe Araiyasd, §1, 


OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 
Fonr Hundred Years of Freethonght 


By Samuel P. Putnam. Subscription book 
elegant binding, one hundred and forty-one 
portraits. $5. 

Chnreh Property: Should It be Exempt 
from Taxation? Reasons Why It Should Not. 
Paper, 15 cents. 


ts 
The Better World. A dipinto the future 


of mankind on earth. By Dr. E. B. South- 
wick. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 3 

Religion and. the Bible. An old subject 
in the light of modern thought, By F. D. 
Cummings. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. : 

Jingles and Prose. Fact, Fun, and Sar- 
casm. By L. G. Reed. Paper, 15 cente. 

Remodeling the Government. With Re- 
marks on the Bible and the planor Business, 
the Christ Principle, etc. By W. L, Willis. 
Paper. 10 cents. i 

Thumbserew and Rack. Illustrations spe- 
cially Prepared, and the text by Geo. E. Mac- 
donald. Paper, 10 cents. 

Self-Contradictions: of the Bible. Ninth 
edition. Price, 15 cents. 

Abraham Lincoln: Was He a Christian? 
By on E. Remsburg. Oloth, $1; paper, 50 
cents. 

Pen-Pictures of the World’s Fair. Illus- 
trated. By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, % 
cents. 7 

Religion a Curse, a Lie, and a Disease. 
By Samuel P. Putnam. Paper, 25 cents, 

Design Argument Fallacies. A Refuta- 
tion of the Argument that Nature Exhibits 
Marks of Having Been Nesigned by an Intel- 
Jigent Being. By the Editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. Paper, 16 cents. 

Crimes of Preachers in the United States. 
By M. E. Billings, Paper, 25 cents. 

Handbook of Freethonght. By W. 8. 
Bell. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 

Pleasure and Progress: An Attempt to 
Prove that the Pursuit of Pleasure is the sine 
qua non of Intellectual, Moral, and Social 

evelopment, and that the Promotion of 
Pleasure is the Duty of Philanthropy and 
Statesmanship. By Albert M. Lorentz, LL.B. 
Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 

The Creation of God. Tracing the God- 
Idea toIts Source. By Jacob Hartmann, M.D. 
Cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents. 

Resurrection of Jesus. By Don Allen. 

By Helen 


Cloth, % cents; cloth, 40 cents. 

Facts and Fictions of Life. 

H. Gardener. Cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. _ 

Woman, Church, and State. By Matilda 
Joslyn Gage. Cloth, $ ; leather, $3. 

The Church and Freethonght. By Frank- 
lin Steiner. Paper, 10 cents. 

The Giant Delusion. One of Otto Wett- 
stein’s Friendly Arguments with the Spiritu- 
alists. Paper, 10 cents. 

Bible Inquirer. By Andrew Jacobson. 
Paper, 25 cents. 

Woman: Fonr Centuries of Progress. 


By Susan H. Wixon. Paper. 10 cents. 


Chas. Bradlaugh's Works. 


THEOLOGICAL ESSAYS. 
_, Ln two volumes. Vol. I.—-Heresy; Its Moral- 
ity and Utility; Is There & God? Has Man a 
Soul? Were Adam and Eve Our First Parents? 
2 Who was Jesus? What Did Jesus Teach? The 
Atonement; Life of Abraham; Life of Jacob; 
{Rife of Moses; Life of David; Life of Jonah; 
The Twelve Apostles; When Were Our Gospels 
9 Written? A Plea for Atheism. Price, $1. Vol. 
IL—Humanity's Gain From Unbelief; Notes on 
‘Christian Evidences. In Reply to the Oxford 
grows Papers; A Cardinals Broken Oath; 
Supernatural and Rational Morality; Mr. Glad- 
Fitones Reply to Colonel Ingersoll on Christian; 
ity; A Few Words About the Devil; Has Man a 
“Soul? Two Nights’ Debate at Burnley with 
the Rev. W. M. Westerby; Secularism Unphilo- 
sophical, Unsocial, sand Immoral. Three nights’ 
TEM 2 London with the Rev. Dr. McCann. 
rice, $1. : 


FREETHINKERS' TEXT-BOOK, Part 1. 

Man; Whence and How? Or, Revealed and 

Real Science in Conflict. Religion: What and 
Why? Or, God =X. Price, $1.25. 


HUMANITY/S GAIN FROM UNBELIEF. 


His North American Review article reprinted. 
10 cents. 


HERESY: ITS UTILITY and MORALITY. 
A Plea and a Justification. Third edition. 
Price, 25 cents. 


WHEN WERE OUR GOSPELS WRITTEN? 
Fourth Edition. Price, 25 cents. 


NOTES ON CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES, 
Being Criticisms on the '' Oxford House Pa- 
pers,” with Replies by their authors. 25 cents. 


TRACTS. _ 

Land Question, 5 cents; Were Adam and Eve 
Our First Parents? 5 cents; Why Do Men 
Starve? 5 cents; A Plea for Atheism, 5 cents; 
Is There a God? 5 centa; Labor’s Praver, b 
cents; Poverty, [ts Effects on the Political Con- 
dition of the People,5 cents; New Life of David, 
5 cente; New Life of Jonah, 5 cents; A Few 
Words About the Devil,5cents; New Life of Ja- 
cob,5cents; Twelve Apostles, 5cents; Who Was 
Jesus Christ? 5 cents; What Did Jesus Teach? 5 
5 cents; New Life of Abraham, 5 cents; New 

Life of Moses, 5 cents. On orders for these 
Tracts we will send $1.10 worth for $1: $2.50 
worth for $2; $5 worth for $8; and $10 worth 


for $5. 
m Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., Now York 
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“Gems of $5 Aought. 


Men are builders of their own destiny, 
and more especially of the destiny of their 
children. 


Ix all ancient Christian literature there 
js not one word that tells the slave to revolt, 
or that tells the master to liberate the 
slave, or even that touches the problem of 
public right which arises out of slavery.— 
Ernest Renan, 


Srupyrina Sociology scientifically leads 
to fairer appreciations of different parties, 
political, religious, and other. The con- 
ception initiated and developed by social 
science is at the same time radical and 
conservativ—radical to a degree beyond 
anything which current radicalism con- 
ceives; conservativ to a degree beyond 
anything conceived by present conserva- 
tism.— Herbert Spencer. 


WhauATEVER givs literature spontaneity, 
candor, profundity, bringing the word di- 
rect from its human background, must 
commend itself to a ripe intelligence. 
Genuinness is inestimable. Genuinness 
plus breadth adds by more than double to 
the wealth of expression. Dialect may be 
classic. By independence of model And 
tradition, by entire abandon to immediate 
inspirations, an artist accomplishes a com- 
prehensiv purpose.— Horace L. Traubel. 


Mosr people nowadays think, either ex- 
plicitly or virtually, that the highest and 
noblest thing in life is to dwell upon the 
attributes of imaginary beings, and to 
merit by more or less ascetic observance 
their aid and approval. The hedonist sets 
men free from such slavish ideale. He 
shows them that it is better to stand erect 
like a man than to grovel like s dog before 
an angry master; to face the cosmosYthan 
to tremble at it; to love beauty and good- 
ness and purity for their own sakes, than 
to reject the first, to pursue the second 
through hope of gain, and to confound the 
third with repression and unwholesome- 
ness.— Grant Allen. 


Ir is only, dull people who associate 
brilliancy with superficiality, and imagin 
that because a man is witty he must, there- 
fore, be shallow. Going over the writings 
of Voltaire, I am as struck by the sound- 
ness of his judgments as by his facility of 
expression. * * * A book might be 
written on Voltaire’s anticipations of mod- 
ern thought. He accepted the view of 
man’s savage origin. He derived the be- 
lief in ghosts from dreams, and discerned 
the magical nature of early religion. He 
anticipated most of the social and political 
problems of our time. He stated the pop- 
ulation question before Malthus. He 
cleared the way for modern science.—/. 
M. Wheeler. 


We are superstitious, and esteem the 
statute somewhat; so much life as it has in 
the character of living men, is its force. 
The statute stands there to say, Yesterday 
we agreed so and so, but how feel ye about 
this article to-day? Our statute is a cur- 
rency, which we stamp witk our own por- 
trait; it soon becomes unrecognizable, and 
in process of time will return to the mint. 
Nature is not democratic, nor limited 
monarchal, but despotic, and will not be 


UN ISIN ING 


Something ? . 
QUITE NEW & UNIQUE 


THE 


BETTER WORLD. 


A PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE | 
By Dr. E. D. SOUTHWICK. 


Tor I dipt iuto the future, far as human eyecould 


Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonders 
that would be. 

O said the poet Tennyson, and al- 
though what he saw was more or 
less remarkable he was on the out- 

side of the tent relatively to our pres- 
ent author. Dr. Southwick, without 
telling us how he got there, relates 
the many and strange adventures that 
befell him in a land without a sun or 
& newspaper, but where light and 

. everlasting spring abide nevertheless; 

. where women are the stronger sex, 
where all dress alike, wear no buttons, 
go in bathing together, and are “na- 
ked and not ashamed.” 

There is something of “Looking 
Backward” in this book, with a spice 
of Gulliver added, and it is totally de- 
void of religious superstition. It will 
be read with interest and curiosity. 

Published and for sale at this office. 
Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


fooled or abated of any jot of her authority 
by the pertest of her sons; and as fast as 
the public mind is opened to more intelli- 
gence, the code is seen to be brute and 
stammering. It speaks not articulately, 
and must be made to. Meantime the edu- 
cation of the general never stops.— Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. 


Way the outcry made against the nude 
in art? If we are to hav truth, why not 
pure truth? Why half truth? The 
answer comes from the jungles of India, 
where prehistoric anchorites sought, by 
mortification of the flesh, to achieve a life, 
half in this world, half in another; from 
the desert cells where early Christian dev- 
otees, deriving a half knowledge from In- 
dian sources, sought salvation in starva- 
tion, scourging, and neglect of the body— 
the temple of the soul. During the forma- 
tiv period of the now so-called Christian 
faith and dogma (orthodox), during the 
time when the pure knowledge and belief 
of the early disciples was aggregating to 
itself the vast mass of Indian, Greek, and 
other folk-lore, myths, traditions, rites, 
and customs, in which it now lies incrusted, 
the question of clothing the body was, 
among other things, by degrees, considered 
and settled. As physical culture had 
formed part of the Greco-Roman system 
of nature worship, and as men had shown 
honor to the gods by appearing nude in 
the arena and the temple, so these monk- 
ish factions rapidly settled upon the op- 
posit theory, that the right way to honor 
god was to degrade aud conceal the body. 
All bodily perfection and physical beauty 
were condemned, and in conformity with 
these ideas the degraded art of the early 
Christian centuries shows us drawings of 
shapeless, attenuated bodies, with pipe- 
stem arms and legs, swaddled in masses of 
drapery. Such was the origin of the 
modern attitude toward the nude in art.— 
Roger Cunningham, in American Art 
Printer. 


BRAIN « BIBLE: 
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MENTAL SCIENCE 


. AND THEOLOGY. 
By EDCAR C. BEALL, M.D., 


with & preface by E 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 


This is the only work of its kind in the litera- 
ture of Presthoughs. Its arguments are based 
upon scientific phrenology, and appeal directly 
to the reader’s sense of logic and love of justice. 
It_is eloquent as well as convincing. 

Price, cloth, $1. dress 
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BOOKS BY | 
PROF. FELIX L. OSWALD. 


The Bible of Natures A Contribution 

to the Religion of the Future. Oloth.$1. — . 

The Secret of the Easts or, The Origin 
of the Christian Religion and the Significance 
of its Rise and Decline. Cloth, $1. 

Physical Education; or, The Health-Laws 
of Nature. Cloth, 81. 

Household Remedies for the Prevalent 
Disorders of the Human Organism. Cloth, $1. 

Zoological Sketches: A Contribution to 


the Ontdoor study of Natural History. ] 
trated by H. Faber, Cloth ge, ee Dus 
A BEEKER, 
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PRIESTLY CELIBACY EXPOSED 
By Bur. G. T. Fox, M.A. f 
Price.15 cente. Address this ofR as. 


-— 


A NEW AND VALUABLE BOOK. 


Religion and the Bible. 


By F. D. CUMMINGS. . 


ES 


Subjects— 


A Series of Sixteen Freethought Essays. 


Introduction. I The God and Man of the Bible. II. God and the Devil. III. Is the Bible Con- 


tradictory? IV. Ji 


What Does the Bible Teach Regarding the Secon 
side the Bible. IX What Isthe sible? X. How 


Bible? XII. Belief, Unbelief, Faith. Reason, and Prayer. 
i Y onclusion. 


Punishment. XV. Immortality. XVI. C 


esus— Was He tho Palnllment. of Hebrew Prophecy and Expeotanoy r : 
i f ciples -Look for an Immediate Resurrection 

the Teacher of Righteousness. , Di e Dis 198 ming of Onrist? VIL" The Christ Spirit 

Man Advances. 


V. Jesus 
Vii. 
Out- 
XI. Why. Do Men Oling to the 
XII. Is There a God? XIV. Reward and 


A Book that should be in the hands of all who seek the Light. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 


The Truth Seeker, New York. 


$679,6 


By the census of 1890, the 
&bove is the value of 


Church Property 


in the United States. ; 
Should It Be Exempt from 
Taxation ? 


REASONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT. 


hlet with this title contains an Argu- 
ment for Equality of Taxation, aud a Statement 
of Facts, giving. from, the Census of .1890, 
the Value, by Denominations, of Church Proper- 
ty in the United States and in the several States 
and f'erritories and in all Cities having 25,000 or 
more inhabitants; so arranged 
a glance the relative standing as to Wealth of the 
Leading Denominations and Denominational 
Groups. Also, much other matter of especial in- 
terest to certain Cities, States. and Sections, all 
comparisons being based upon official figures. 

This pamphlet is the only one of the kind pub- 
lished. In no other work are the jacts, figures, 
and arguments to be found. - The figures. bein 
derived from the Government Census of 1890, w: 
not be superseded until the census of 1900 shall 
have been completed — probably about eight 
years hence. The arguments are unanswerable 
and will hav the dew of morning on them so lon 
as the injustice of church exemption is suffere 
to exist. - 

By siugle copies the price is 15 cents, but as the 
work is published specially for distribution by 
those who favor Justice in taxation the following 
reductions are made: 


Our pam. 


a3 to show at 


Ten copies. - - - - $1.00 

Fifty copies, - - - - 450 

ine hanared op ien specjal rates. ` p 
tantities C18. . 

Esters THE TRUTH SEEKER, Now York. 
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MORGAN A. ROBERTSON’S 


eii ILLUSTRATED 
By Carey K. -Furist. 
The text is poetical and the Illustrations are 
fearful for ministers to behold. 
There are 70 broad pages and the price is only 
50 CENTS; CLOTH, $1. 


` Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette £1, New York. 


SUSAN WIXON'S BOOKS, 


Right Living. Ethics as Understood by 
a Student of Science. Cloth, $1, . 

Woman: Four Centuries of Progress. 
By Susan H. Wixon. Paper, 10 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Liberal Romance. 


12mo, 300 pp., $1. F 
Apples of Gold. And Other Stories for 


oys and Girls. 12mo, 883 pp., $1.25. 

The Story Hour. AnExceptionally Hand- 

some and Interesting Book, Without Supersti- 
tion, for Children and Youth. The Only Free- 
thinkers’ Children’s, Story-book ever issued. 
66 full-page illustrations and 25 smaller; large 
type, heavy, toned paper, broad margins, illus- 
trated covers; 4to, 224 pp., boards, $1. 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


The Bible and Evolution, 


By Arthur B. Moss. 


Of this valuable book the London “ Free- 
thinker” says: “Itis by far the best production 
oss's pen, and we heartily recommend 


of Mr. M. 


it as an excellent text-book of the subject. The. 
manner is good. and the style is bright. The 
reader is carried along on an easy-flowing stresm 


of acience, history, ethics, and common-sense.” 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
23 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


‘Science and Crime, a 


94,439. |SCIENTIFIC BOOKSCHEAP 


Out of various importations and pur- 
chases of scientific works, at different 
times, we hav on hand a copy or two each 
of the following, to which we call atten- 
tion, as enabling our readers to get a good 
deal for their money: 


The Rise and Early Constitution of Universities, 
with a survey of Mediæval Education. By 
S. S. Laurie, L.L.D. 75 cents. 

The Dawn of Histery; An Introduction to Pre- 
Historic Study. Edited by C. F. Keary, M.A., 
of the British Museum. Cloth, 75 cents. 

On The Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
Trench, D.D. Cloth,75 cents. . 

Fetichism: A Contribution to Anthropology an 
the History of Religion. By Fritz Schultz. 
75 cents. 

English: Past and Present. By Richard Chene- 
vix Trench, D.D. 75 cents. 

Modern Science and Modern Thought. By 8. 
Laing. 75 cents, ; 

Formation of Vegetable Monld through the ac- 
tion of Worms, with observations on their 
habits. By Charles Darwin. 75 cents. 

The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 75 cts 

nd Science and Poetry, with 
other essays. y Andrew Wilson, F.R.S E. 
Two books in one Volume. 75 cents. ` 

The Land Question: Containing the History of 
Land Holding in England, by Joseph Fisher, 
F.R.H.8.; and Historical Sketch of the Dis- 
tribution of Land in England, by William 
Lloyd Birbeck, M.A. 75 cents. 

The Black Death: an account of the Great Pes- 
tilence of the fourteenth century, and the 
Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By J. F. 
C. Hecker, M.D. Two books in one volume. . 


76 cents. . 
Glimpses of Nature. By Andrew Wilson, F R 
S.E.. F.L.S., with 85 Illustrations. $1. 


Illusions: A Psychological Study. By James — 
Sully. 75 cents. 

Flowers, Fruits, and Leaves. By fir John Lub- 
bock, Bart., F.R.S., M.P., D.C.L., LL.D., with 
numerous illustrations. 75 cents. . 

Geological Sketches at Home and Abroad. By 
Archibald Geike, LL.D., F.R.8. 75 cents. 


Current Discussion in Science, and Scientific As- 


pect: of some Familiar Things. By W.-M. 
. iene P.O.8. Two books ın one volume. 
5 cents. i 


Charles Darwin; His Life and Work. By Grant 
Allen. 7% cents. 


SELECT WORKS OF RICHARD A, PROCTOR, 

Light Science for Leisure Hours. | 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 

Hereditary Traits, and other Essays. 

Mircellaneous Essays. 

Illusions of the Senses, and other Essays. 

Notes on Earthquakes, with fourteen miscellane 
ous Essays. Six books in one volume. $1.50 


Christianity and Evolution, 


By ARTHUR B MOSS. 
With Prefacé by J. M. WHEELER. 


CoNTENTS--The Pagan Roots of Ohristianity 
The Borrowings of Ohristianity. The Evolution 
of ‘the Christian Trinity. Criginal Sin and the 
Atonement. Medley of Gospels. Wanted. 
Contemporary Evidence. Paley’s “ Evidences of 
Christianity.” Examined. The Testimony of 
Paul. Did Jesus Rise From the Dead and Ascend 
into Heaven? The First Four Ohristian Centu- 
ries. A Thousand Dark Years. The Dawn of 
Science. Christianity on the Wane. 

i Price, Cloth, $1. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette P1.. New York. 


Prof. Ernst Haeckel, 


Life, Works, Career, and Prophecy. 


A Lecture 


By THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Price, 10 Cents. 


A little book of 58 pages, full of scientific 
thought. The story of this great scientist's life 
and works reads like an enchanting tale. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York City, 


D 

WITH DAUGHTER'S BABE UPON HIS KNEES 
,A,new edition of that splendid prose poem, 
* Life," by "the prince of orators,” Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll. It is larger and better than the old 
edition, and can be framed or placed upon the 
table as an ornament. In the center of the card 
appear the portraits of the Colonel and the baby, 
surrounded by the prose poem, which has been 
truthfully described as, " one of the masterpieces 
of the orator and poet, who, now, as far &s we 
know, stands alone in the living world." It will 
make a delightful present, and will be a souvenir 
not only of intellectual greatness, but of artistic 
workmanship. It is printed on heavy board, gilt 
boveled edge. The size is 12x16 inches, and the 
price only 75 cents, post-paid. 


TRUTH SEEKER, 
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JYot for Parsons. | 


At the milliner’s. hung a hat very fair 
And Mrs. Blinker prayed for it. 
The powers immortal answered her 
pray er— 
But Mr. Blinker paid for it! 
£ — Puck. 
** "PrNIoNS," said Uncle Eben, ** hez 


allus gotter be considered f'um de stan' |. 


p'int ob de pusson dat 'spresses 'em. Yoh 
kain't expect de tuh'key ter hab special 
admiration for er Thanksgivin’ bill ob 
fare."— Washington Star, 


Tas Rev. Mr. Harps (solemnly): ‘My 
dear friend, cannot I say something. to 
turn you from your present sinful and ru- 
inous course? Remember that the wages 
of sin is death!” Alkali Ike: ‘‘Aw, shucks, 
elder! I’m not follerin’ this yere course 
fer wages; I’m simply in it fer the fun of 
the thing!”— Puck. ; 


A aoon story is told of a number of boys 


who were playing on Saturday in front of |- 


an Episcopal church. The rector sud- 
denly came out of his parsonage and told 
the boys.to be quiet in front of the Lord's 
house, ‘‘ That is all right, mister," said 
the boys: ‘‘The Lord is:not here to-day. 


He is down the street'at the Jewish syna- | 


gog.”—Jewish Messenger: ` 


Tue South Carolina Presbytery, at a 
recent meeting, received into its member- 
‘ship, after. examination, the Rev. James 
Woodrow, D.D., who has been under a 
cloud for some time on account of certain 
views about the descent of man which he 
is supposed to hav entertained. He was 
asked if he believed the holy scriptures 
contained in the Word of God, and an- 
swered that he did. Further: **Do you 
believe that Moses wrote the Pentateuch?” 
** Most of it, sir.” ‘‘ What portion do you 
think he did not write?" ‘‘ The account 
of his own death.” — Argonaut. 


DAMP! OR BE DAMNED! 
A CHRISTIAN BONDEAU. 
“He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved.” —.Jesus Christ. 


Unless you're damped you'll go to hell, 

Howe’er your trustful faith may swell! 
As Jews perforce were circumcised, 
Believers must be all baptized: 

Or else, as scriptures plainly tell, 

In endless fires be made to yell 

By him that **doeth all things well.” 
O yes! you'll all be carbonized 

Unless you're damped, 


Belief alone will ne'er repel 
Old Nick, nor break his wicked spell; 
But faith and damp, we’re all advised, 
Will render Satan exorcised. 
Now, don’t forget! you'll go to hell 
Unless you’re damped. 
—G. L. Mackenzie, in London Free- 
thinker. 
FIXING THE RESPONSIBILITY. 
.“*How did you fiad matters over at 
Boomopolis?” asked the able editor of the 
Hawville Clarion, of Colonel Handy Polk, 
the enterprising real estate agent, who had 


been spending a few days in a neighborlng: 


gettlement. 

“There is nothing going on over there 
worth mentioniug," replied the colonel, 
‘except a lively row between the rain- 
makers, the Salvation: Army, and a few 
other parties, over who deserves the credit 
for breaking up the long drouth. You see, 
the town offered & purse of two hundred 


dollars for a good soaking rain, and jnst 
9 
EJ 
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$, 
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Pond’s 
Extract 


cures Cuts, Bur ns, 
Catarrh, Sore Throat 
and ALL PAIN. 


A good thing is always imitated; poor 
ones never. Thereare many worthless 
imitations of POND'S EXTRACT. If 
you want to be CURED 


BEWARE or SUBSTITUTES 
WHICH DO NOT CURE. 
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|j Almanac, 


about the time the rainmakers began oper- 
ations, the Salvation Army commenced 
praying for the same blessing. Both 
parties labored zeslously, and three or 
four days ago the rain came down in tor- 
rents. Well, then, when the rainmakers 
Came up for their money the Salvationists 
put in a claim for it on the ground that the 
flood was produced by prayer and not by 
mechanical means, A little later, there 
came the Methodists with the announce- 
ment that the credit belonged to neither 
party, but to & kind and beneficent provi- 
dence, alone; while up jumped the Popu- 
lists with the pessimistic assertion that it 
rained because they were having a basket 
picnic on that day. What few Infidels 
there are in the settlement deny the claims 
of everybody else, and say that it rained 
just because it happened to. Hop Wing, 
the Chinese laundryman, credits the bless- 
ing to his joss, in a sort of left-handed 
way, alleging that he got tired of pamper- 
ing his idol to no purpose, and whirled in 
and pounded the blockhead regularly every 
day till the lazy rascal got down to busi- 
ness and madeitrain. It looks as if the 
court would hav to be called in to straighten 
out the complication. Meanwhile, several 
farmers living on the river and along Bitter 
Creek are patiently waiting for the re- 
sponsibility to be settled, so that they can 
begin action for damages on account of 
their crops having been washed out by the 
flood.”— Puck. 
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| FREE HEAT! 


The Lamp thnt Lights yonr Rvom 
will 


A Valuable Book on Nervous 
Diseases to any address by the 
REV. E. o » 

. -CFOR'Y WAYNE, IND.— 


EAT it if you use & , 


FALLS HEATER. 


Takes the place of stoves in medium-sized 

" rooms. In su lusein New England 

Syears, Highest awards, Best of refer- 

ences. Sample Heater $4. Agents wanted, 

BOSTON ENTERPRISE MFG. CO. 
17 Milk St, Boston, Mass. 


A Rare Chance to get first-clas 

Freethought Sto.y Books of sixty pages or over 

j each. FREE Send 8 cents to pay postaggon 
. samples. Address THE LIBERAL PUB. 0O., 

42tf Portland, Kan 


$ DO YOU WANT IT ?*. 


Sa]esmen Wanted in every county, salary or com- 
mission. o experience. New Tariff Bill gives 
unlimited profits, active men apply quickly stating 
salary and territory wanted. nufacturers; 
P. O. Hox 5208, Boston, Mass. $ 


999 
A BARCAIN. 


I have a new Climax Sewing Machine (No. 26), 
price $45, which I will sell for $18, for the benefit 
of Little Freethinker. The buyer will receive 
it direct from the makers’ hands. I hope some 
friend will order it of me real soon. Itis truly a 
bargain for the buyer. If I did not need the 
money Bo much for Little Freethinker I would 

eep the machine for my own use. 

" ddzess ELMINA D. SLENKER, 
2t51 Snowville, Pulaski Co , Va. 


ALL styles of watches from 
some Catalogue free. Safe Wat 
street, New York. 


GET THE WONDERFUL NEW BOOK! 


Science of Life and Power of our Mind; 


OR, 
UNIVERSAL HEALTH RESTORED. 
PRICE, $2.00. : 
R. C. HANNON, C.8.B. 
809 Linden St., Scranton, Pa. 
4t51 : 


Is Suicide 
A Sin? 


Colonel Ingersolls Famous 
Letters and Replies from Em- 
‘inent Men.. With a Startling 
, Chapter on 


Great Suicides of History, 


Schopenhauers Celebrated 


Essay “On Suicide.” 
Paper covers. - Price 25 Cents 


The Truth Seeker, 


$3 up. Hand- 
ch Oo., 9 Murray 
52119 


28 LAFAYETA E PLACE, New York. . 


SEND ME YOUR 
Holiday Orders 


PRICES AGAIN. REDUCED! . 


` New Model Otto Wettstein Watch 
has 16 jewels, patent regulator, Bre- 
quet (non -catchable) hair-spring, beau- 
tiful double-sunk paneled dial, fully 
adjusted to heat, cold, and position, 
nickel - finished, and guaranteed a 
Perfect Time Keeper. 


GENTLEMEN'S SIZE. ` 

Prices.—In 3 oz. screw dust-proof, 
silverine case, $19. In 3 oz. coin sil- 
ver, $24. In-fine screw open-face gold- 
filled case, warranted 15: years, $25. 
Do. hunting, $29. In 20 year cases, 
serew open face, $28. Hunting, $32. 
In special engraved, scalloped and 
Louis XIV. cases, $2 to $5 more. 
In 14kt. solid gold heavy cases, open 
face or hunting, $45, $50, $60, $70, 
to $200. 

LADIES’ SIZE. 

Prices.—In fine gold-filled hunting 
case, warranted 20 years, $30. In 
fine heavy 14kt. solid gold case, $40. 
Extra heavy and scalloped, $50. La- 
dies’ watches shipped in fine plush 
Cases. 

Regu'ar Grrde American Watches. 

Including movements of Rockford, 
Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, Spring- 
field, etc., and cases of Boss, F'ahys, 
Deuber, Crown, ete. 


PRICES. 

7 jeweled 80z. screw open face silverine case, $4,75 
7 '"  Boz. oe E. silver "o 975 
Tox diver no o Gokpalods 100 
7 " 15 '" hunting E a 4 uO 
T “ 20 * [D . [D rm 00 
7 “ $0 " hunt, Louis xiv. go:d-filled 2000 
7 " lkt. solid gold open face case 28 00 
7 “ Jakt. " unting  “ 85 00 
1 "  &1more; 15 jeweled, $2 50 more. 

15 " adj, 84 more; 17 jeweled, adj, $8 more 


Ladies American Gold Hunting 
Watches. Including movements of 
Rockford, Hampden, Elgin, Waltham, 
Springfield, etc., and cases of Boss, 
Fahys, Deuber, Crown, etc. 


PRICES. 
7 Jeweled in 20 year. plain or engraved, 


$1150 
7 20 full eng d and scalloped. 15 00 
poU 20 '* 14kt. solid gold, - = 2000 
7 ie 20 " idkt. E heavy, 8000 
Hoon $1 more 
jb t" . 4 more. 
15 "  adj6more 

In fine plush cases per express prepatd. 


CHAINS. 

Latest styles in ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s chains in best gold-filled, $2, 
$2.50, $3.50, $4,and $5. 

Watch Work.—Our repair depart- 
ment is one of the largest in the coun- 
try. Overhauling, $1. Jewels, $1. 
Springs, $1. Warranted one year and 
returned, charges prepaid. 

The Freethought Badge and Charms. 

Large Size Badge: 10kt. $3; 14kt. 
$4. With genuine chip diamonds, $8. 
Genuine full cut diamond, $12. 

Charms.—10kt $5, 14kt. $6. With 
genuine chip diamond in sun, $9. 
With*fine cut genuine diamond, $10. 

SOUGHT Small Size Badge.— 
10kt. $2, 14kt. $275. 
4 With genuine chip dia- 
SJ mond, $6. Withfull eut 


The Ingersoll Souvenir Spoon. 
Repvorp Price nrsT.— Zea_ Spoons, 
$2; extra heavy, $3; gold-bowl, $2 50. 
Orange Spoons, $2 50; gold bowl, $3. 
Sugar Spoons, $3; gold bowl, 2.50. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money re- 
funded or goods exchanged. 
I can save you money in anything in 
my line. 


Orders filled same day received. 
Send for price-list, cards in colors, of 
badge, etc. Address l 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

The Liberal Jeweler, 


Rochelle, Illinois, 
Established 1857, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 29, 1894. 


JY ows of the Oecok. 


Tur Chicago grand jury has indicted 
many persons for election frauds, 


Tweive New York milk dealers bav been 
punished for selling adulterated milk. 


Tue striking cloakmakers of this city 
who were locked out by their employers 
are now being evicted by their landlords 
for non-payment of rent. 


Tux Bethlehem Company has received 
the contract for 12,000 tons of armor plate 
for Russian iron-clads, bidding against 
the great European iron manufacturers. 


Tux United States Supreme Court has 
affirmed the constitutionality of the Mas- 
sachusetts law forbidding the sale of oleo- 
margarine and butterine colored to resem- 
ble butter. 


' Junar Granam at Denver decided that 
the Colorado law which forbids insurance 
companies to write insurance on the lives 
of children under ten years of age is un- 
constitutional. 


Henry L. Newson, for six years a mem- 
ber of the Worid's editorial staff, has be- 
come editor of Harper’s Weekly, taking 
the place which has been vacant since the 
death of George William Curtis. 


Dr. Kisser, a member of the Pension 
Examining Board of Ossian, Iowa, who 
was indicted for complicity with Agent 
Van Leuven in pension frauds, pleaded 
guilty on Dec. 18 and was fined $5,000. 


A SEVERE storm swept the coast of 
Northwestern Europe the latter part of 
last week. It destroyed houses, caused 
the overflow of rivers, and wrecked a large 
number of vessels. Many lives were lost. 


Taur House passed the Forest Reserva- 
tion bill by a vote of 159 to 68. The Army 
Appropriation bill also passed. Among 
its provisions is one transfering the Leav- 
enworth military prison to the Department 
of Justice, ' 


Erastus F. BEADLE, who made a for- 
tune in **dime novels” before the dawn of 
the present era of cheap literature, died 
at his residence in Cooperstown, New 
York, on Dec. 18. He was born there 
Sept, 11, 1821. 


JERE HARALSON, once & member of Con- 
gress from Alabama, and lately an attor- 
ney at Pine Bluff, Ark., has just been 
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment or 
to pay a fine of $5,000 for pension swin- 
dling. He will go to jail. 


Ox Deo, 18 Henri Brisson, who was 
Prime Minister on the fall of Jules Ferry 
in 1885, was elected President of the 
French Chamber of Deputies to succeed 
the late M. Burdeau, by vote of 249 to 
213 for M. Meline, the French protection- 
jst leader. 


James Lusk Acorn, formerly very 
prominent in the politics of Mississippi, 
having filled, among other offices, those of 
governor and United Sates Senator, died 
at Eagle Nest in that state on Dec. 20. 
He was the founder of the state levee sys- 
tem, and was born in Golconda, Ill, on 
Nov. 14, 1816. 


Tux Rev. George Edward Ellis, who 
was at one time president of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, filled editorial 
positions on the Christian Register and 
Christian Examiner, and was otherwise 
prominent in the Unitarian church, died 
in Boston on Dec. 20. He was born in 
that city on Aug. 8, 1814. 


A STRONG effort is being made to break 
the monopoly of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany. Combinations of independent deal. 
ers in kerosene hav been formed in Ohio, 
Florida, Texas, Massachusettes, and other 
states. The independent pipe line is al- 
ready completed to Wilkesbarre, and oil 
is being run through it to the seaboard. 
This places the independents on an equal- 
ity with the Standard. ] 


Tax Court of Appeals of New York has 
affirmed the judgment under which the 
state Board of Canvassers were fined for 
contempt of court in canvassing the ‘‘ My- 
Jod" returns from Dutchess county in 1891, 
It was this matter which became known as 
the ‘‘ Maynard case,” and resulted in 
the defeat of Judge Maynard last year 
and of Mr. Hill this year, and also gave 
the Constitutional Convention to the Re- 
publicans. 


Ir is reported that the Chinese govern- 
ment has sent envoys to Japan to sue for 
peace. Charges are made by the corre- 
pondent of the World, who is with the 
Japanese army under Marshal Oyama, that 
the Japanese soldiers committed great 
outrages when they entered Port Arthur, 
and for three days thereafter, and that 
more than 2,000 non-combatants were 
slaughtered. The correspondent of the 
Heraid, who is also on the scene, denies 
that there was a massacre, and says that 
the victorious troops did nothing more 
than could hav been expected under the 


ZECHARIAH HATH. THE NIGHTMARE. i 
I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle that were in the bottom; 


and behind him there were three red horses, speckled, and white.—Zech. i, 8. 


To the Senate and Assembly of the Legislature of the State of New York: 


We citizens of the State of New York, respectfully request you to repeal the Sunday law of this State. 
We ask this because, 


First, Sunday being a period of time of precisely the same nature as Saturday or Monday, there is no 
natural reason for its being elevated above or depressed below the other days of the week. — 


"Second, Said Sunday law is, in the best possible view of it, useless; it is wholly inoperative as a 
conserver of the rights of any inhabitant of the State. 


Third, It is invasive of the equal rights of the citizens of the State, an impertinent meddling with their 
private affairs, and its effect is to disturb their peace and rob them of their earnings. 


Fourth, In making or amending our laws, common sense and experience should be the guides, instead of 
sentiment—religious or otherwise. Experience has demonstrated that Sunday laws.are not observed by the 
people, and common sense teaches that, in the nature of things, they never will be, for it cannot be wrong to 
do on one day what it is right to do on another. The people, feeling this and knowing this, will not be gov- 
erned by the dead churchmen who made these laws, which are anachronistic and have been perpetuated by 
hypocrisy. Here we will call your attention to the words of Martin Luther, a churchman we are willing to 
put against the ecclesiastics of to-day : “ As regards the Sabbath, or Sunday, there is no necessity of keeping 
io. . 
observance upon a Jewish foundation—then I order you to work on it, to dance on it, to ride on it, to feast 


If anywhere the day is made holy for the mere day's sake—if anywhere anyone sets up its 


on it—to do anything that shall reprove this encroachment on the Christian spirit of liberty." 


Fifth, Sunday laws are vicious, for they are used as instruments of blackmail and of cruel oppression 
by the police of the cities, as the revelations of the Lexow Committee abundantly show. They produce 
more crime than they could possibly prevent, for blackmail is more immoral than drinking. 


Sixth, All such laws are essentially religious in their intent and effect and as such they are opposed to 
the spirit of our institutions, which do not favor the union of church and state. The Sunday law of the 
State of New York is no exception to the rule, and it should be immediately repealed in the interest of relig- 
ious liberty, if for no other reason. This law is a survival from the time when there was a state church and 
the civil power enforced the Sunday law of the state church, just as it enforced that church's blasphemy : 
and heresy statutes. But where there is no state church the state has nothing to do with the enforcement: 
of the domestic rules of any church or those of Christianity in its entirety. l 


For these and other reasons we ask the entire repeal of the Sunday laws rather than a patching which- 
We ask that the liquor trade be subject to the 
It is not 
proper for the state to legislate in the interests of any legitimate trade as against any other legitimate trade, 


shall discriminate against one business and foster another. 
same rules on Sunday that it is on other days, and the same with all other kinds of business. 


and we ask your careful attention to this admitted fact add particularly ask you to bear in mind the also 
admitted fact that Sunday laws are a fruitul source and an adequate means of blackmail. 


circumstances, and that they were justified |In the ease of the Debs decision it was 
in what they did. The correspondent of| unanimously voted to demand the enact- 
the London Zimes, which paper is not|ment of a law setting a limit beyond 
friendly to the Japanese, concurs in the | which ** equity Courts” may not go. 
opinion of the Herald’s correspondent. i 

On Dec. 18 Sergeant Taylor testified 


before the Lexow Committee that he had 
received bribe money from patrolmen and 
turned it over to Inspector Henry V. 
Steers, lately retired. He also implicated 
Inspector McAvoy. Half a dozen police- 
men and one ex-ward man testified that 
they had received this bribe money and 
turned all or some of it over to Captains 


Schmittberger, Gastlin, and Allaire, and 
Acting-Captain Taylor (above mentioned). 
On Dec. 21 Captain Schmittberger made 
a full confession before the. Committee, 
Being already. under indictment, it is 
probable that this confession will save him 
from the penitentiary. He implicated Ex- 
Sergeant Liebers, Ex-Captain Devery, 
Captain Price, Ex-Inspector Steers, In- 
apectors Williams and McAvoy, Ex-Com- 
missioner McClave, and Commissioners 
John C. Sheehan and James J. Martin, 
the latter president of the Board of Police 
Commissioners. ` 


AT the last day's session of the Federa- 
tion of Labor in Denver it was decided 
that trades unions as & party shall not take 
up political matters; that the Federation 
will not co-operate with the Knights of 
Labor until its officers shall show a spirit 
more favorable to trade unionism, and 
that it will oppose compulsory arbitration. 


